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No. 616.

NORTHERN NIGERIA.

(For Report for 1904-5, sec No. 476.)

Sz F. Lucarp to Coroniar OFFiIcE.

Abinger Common,
Surrey,
Sz, November 27th, 1906.*

I wuaveE the honour to submit herewith my Annual
Report for 1905 (including the early months of 1906) with
five appendices. The delay in its submission is due to the
fact that the whole of the necessary returns had not reached
me at the time I left Nigeria, in May last, and some have only
been received comparatively recently.

2. I regret that the report is of such unusual length, but
the country is so large, and embraces so many provinces,
which are diverse, not only in the characteristics of their
population and the forms of native administration, but also
in their economic products and trade, that I have found it
impossible to digest the matter into a smaller compass. I
trust that your Lordship may not tconsider it too long to
print <n extenso, for I have been at some pains not only to
report such facts and make such suggestions as appear to me
to be of use or interest to those concerned in this country,
but also with a view to the officers—especially the political
department—in Nigeria, to whom I venture to think that
these annual reports are of value, both in regard to the statis-
tics and facts they contain, and as an indication of what is
required for annual compilation, and to give each Resident a
general knowledge of the progress in provinces other than his
own. With these objects I have endeavoured to compile a
useful pamphlet for reference, at the risk of incurring the
charge of making my last report of undue length.

I have, &c.,
F. D. Lucarp.

© Publication delayed for preparation of map (Appendix IV.).
75 W624282 1/07 D&S 5 26055* A2
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4 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL.

REPORT FOR 1905-6.

———

I--GENERAL.

TAXATION,

1. My Annual Report for 1904 was largely occupied in giv-
ing an account of the forms of taxation existing in the Pro-
tectorate, and of the scheme of reform by which I hoped to
reorganise them,——to regulate their incidence so as to check
abuses and oppression, and to divide the proceeds between
Government and the Native Administration. The inaugura-
tion of this new system has formed the main administrative
work of the year, involving as it did a revision of the assess-
ment of .every village in the Protectorate, and the creation of
“ districts ” under headmen. In the review of provinces which
follows this section I have commented upon the progress made
in each province, but the subject is one of such vital import-
ance to the country that I propose to submit a separate report,
in accordance with the instrictions of the Secretary of State,
showing the results achieved, the modifications which actual
experience has necessitated, and the approximate incidence
‘upon the population.* Its success depends upon the adequate
supervision of the District Headmen by the British staff, and
the increase of the latter in the current year will, T hope,
admit of this supervision being effectively undertaken. Inci-
dentally the participation by the Government in the proceeds
of the taxes, has greatly promoted the circulation of currency.
and done much to remove the difficulties caused by the fluctua-
tion in value of the cowrie. It has also brought the British
Administration into closer touch and co-operation with the
Native Chiefs than could have been effected by any other
means, and given to the administrative staff an intimate know-
ledge of the whole machinery and customs of Native Adminis-
tration. It has, in fact, as I anticipated, gone far towards
identifying the two as integral parts of a single system of rule
in which each has its duties and functions in mutual co-
operation.

2. The canoe tax yields about £3,000 per annum. Con-
siderable exemptions and a lower rating have reduced the

? A memorandum by Sir F. Lugard dealing fully with the subject of
taxation in Northern.Nigeria will sho tly be published.
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NORTHERN NIGERIA, 1905-6. 5

receipts, and as it now stands I am assured that it does not
weigh heavily upon the class which pays it. Business is
reported to be brisk, and new canoes are being built (even in
Southern Nigeria) for use in the Protectorate. The tax falls
upon a class' who, for'the most part, are acquiring considerable
wealth by the transport of Government goods, and who cannot
be taxed at the present stage in any other way.

I have dealt with the Caravan Tolls under the Trade Section
(paragraphs 133-7). During the present year the hawkers’
licences, so far as they affect natives, and the mative liquor
licencés (except near a Government station) have been
abolished and incorporated in. the General Tax.

GoeneErAL ProGrESS.

3. The increase of trade and prosperity which has followed
the introduction of the “Pax Britannica,” the steps now
being taken to reform the Native Administration and to de-
centralise some of the despotic powers exercised by the mnative
rulers by the creation of responsible headmen of districts, the
increased confidence in the Native Courts, and the incipient
efforts to promote sanitation in native cities, are all tending,
I thinls, to. promote a higher standard of native comfort and
general civilization. The Government can only claim as yet
to have inaugurated the first tentative steps in this direction
which future years must develope, and which will be fostered
by improved methods of transport (paragraphs 120, 164, and
183-4), by education (paragraph 230), by the development of
the material resources of the country, and by the increase of
population. Much useful worlk has been done in completing the
statistics of provinces in the record book, which has been insti-
tuted in all provinces, and contains lists of every town, village,
and district, its Thistory, assessment, chiefs, sub-chiefs,
industries, products, population and economic information,
together with notes on tribes, tsetse areas, trade routes, courts,
rolls of ex-soldiers, freed slaves, native craftsmen, arms,
traders, &c., &. These record books will form most valuable
data for the compilation of a gazetteer for Northern Nigeria
as well as for administrative and economic purposes.

4, The cost of the Military Force, which is necessary to
preserve order in the country, and upon our frontiers towards
foreign powers, is a heavy burden upon the revenue, a burden
which, however, has been somewhat reduced during the past
year. As a measure of safety, and for the prevention of in-
ternal wars, the country has been disarmsd, and throughout
all Nigoria (except on the frontier of Southern Nigeria), there
are now practically no firearms whatever, other than flint locks,
which are not prohibited by the Brussels Act. This imposes

26055 AS
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6 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUALL,

upon us the duty of protecting the weak, and of carrying out
all measures of police coercion. The system of Government
adopted in Northern Nigeria necessitates the maintenance
of a thoroughly disciplined body of .troops which can
enforce obedience to law and suppress outrage without recourse
to the expedient of arming savages against each other. -
The opening up of the direct route from the Niger and
Benue to the tin mines has resulted in the discovery of
an extended plateau some 4,000 feet in elevation. The soil is
rich, and the climate is described as exhilarating, and suitable
for Europeans. It is probable that a sanatorium. may be
established here, which may, in the future, revolutionise the
conditions of residence in Nigeria, and it may also offer faci-
lities for Buropean planters and settlers, as scon as rapid
access to it by a good cart road has been made.

SURVEY.

5. A survey party under Captain Ommanney, Royal
Engineers, arrived in Nigeria in November, 1905, with the
object of accurately fixing the longitudes of all places con-

. nected by the telegraph system in relation to Lagos by tele-
graphic signals. The expedition was most successful, and the
exact position of the following places has been determined:
Jebba, Patiji, Lokoja, Keffi, Bauchi, Kano, Zaria, Zungeru,
Kontagora, and Bida. 'With these centres finally fixed the
survey of the Protectorate can be rapidly filled in, and all plans
of districts co-ordinated with accuracy.

Manubis.

6. During the year there have been more than the usual
number of fanatical preachers of seditious—though religious—
propaganda among the Moslem population. Of these the out-
break at Sokoto caused grave apprehensions, owing to an initial
disaster to our troops; ~—the first check they have received since
the force was raised in 1898. In Bauchi and in Kontagora
there were similar beginnings of “Jihads,” which, however,
were promptly suppressed. I have described these under the
provinees concerned. Irom Tripoli Mr. Temple reports that
the Senussi does mot appear to be extending his influence.
The Arabs are importing large quantities of arms, apparently
with a view to resisting service in the Turkish Army.

Ratway.

7. The extension of the Lagos Railway from Ibadan to
Oshogho towards the southern frontier of Northern Nigeria
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NORTHERN NIGERIA, 1905-6, 7

has been undertaken during the year. A preliminary survey
from Oshogbo to Illorin, in Northern Nigeria, has been
sanctioned. ‘

ORGANISATION.

In pursuance of the objects described in my last report,
paragraph 5, I had intended to form the three small provinces
of Nupe, Kabba, and Illorin into one double province, under
a.Resident of the first class, but the events at Sokoto interfered,
and the matter was consequently deferréd. The division of each
province into “ administrative divisions,” each in charge of an
Assistant Resident, and containing varying numbers of
“districts” undet native headmen; was proceeded with in
conjunction with the taxation scheme. The eight double pro-
vinces into which the Protectorate will thus eventually be
divided will each be under the charge of an experienced ad-
ministrator, and the chain of responsibility will be complete
down to the district and village headmen. This process of
decentralization, and of giving enlarged control to the senior
Residents will, I am confident, tend to increased efficiency.
Icompleted my prolonged tour of the provinces in April, 1905,
and returned to England on leave in May, when Mr. Wallace
assumed temporary charge of the Administration until my
return in December.

FreNCH AND GFERMANS.

8. Relations with the French have been very cordial, and the
Governor-General of French West Africa (M. Roume) took the
opportunity of the fighting at Sokoto to suggest a closer co-
operation between the officials on the frontiers of the two
countries, who will, in future, inform each other of any native
feeling Or other matter which may have an effect across the
frontier. Letters of thanks were received for the avenging of
the death of the two TFrench officers by the exccution of
Makafo. The Governor of Dahomey and the officers in high
command in the Zinder district have been not less anxious to
show thelir desire for co-operation, and I need hardly say that
it has Deen reciprocated by the Government of Northern
Nigeria. Three I'rench officers visited Sokoto and were hospit-
ably entertained by the Resident. Friendly relations have also
‘been maintained with the Germans now that the ambiguity
concerning the frontier, which was formerly a cause of friction,
has been removed. ‘

TriroLi.

9. The Consul-General at Tripoli, Mr. Alvarez, has obtained
permission from the Foreign Office to communicate any matters
of importance and interest direct to the High Commissioner

26055 A4
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8 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL.

of Northern Nigeria. Several Residents, when on leave, have
visited Tripoli to study Arabic and Hausa, and Mr. Vischer,
Resident of the third class, is about to proceed thence across
the desert to Bornu by the Murzuk route. .

INDIANS,

9a. A very important experiment has been made by bring-
ing ten good clerks from India for distribution among the
various departments in the most serior grades. This dges not
imply that the African clerks of the same grade are not equal
to their duties. On the contrary, the Administration is fortu-
nate in possessing many whom it would be difficult to rival in
efficiency, but the rapid development which in. recent.years has
taken place throughout West Africa has created a demand
which is in excess of the present supply of first-class men.
Two good foremen of works have also been introduced from
India, and I have every reason to anticipaté that these well-
educated Indian officials will prove a complete success. Their
loyalty, and their desire to succeed for the credit of themselves
and their country, leave nothing to be desired. Twenty-eight
transport attendants, including native ‘veterinaries and artifi-
cers, accompanied them, and have been invaluable. They
promise to be an unqualified success (vide paragraph 167). All
are engaged for three years.

II.—POLITICAL (A)—REVIEW OF PROVINCES.
Soxo0T0 (INCLUGDING GrANDO).

10. The institution of taxation in this province was, I havesaid,
an entirely new departure, the necessity for which had become
very urgent, owing to the cessation of the annual “Gaisua” from
the other Emirates. The Serikin Muslimin (Sultan) summoned
each district headman, with his village headman, in turn to the
capital, and with his expert advisers assessed the tribute pay-
able by each village. This, after confirmation by the Resident,
was readily accepted by the people, and the Resident states
that “the tribute steadily flows in without any trouble, and,
so far as can be seen, without causing the least ill-feeling.”
At first the Zakka (tithe of corn) was not included, as having

. a religious significance, buf at the end of the year, at the
Emir’s suggestion, it was included in the General Tax of which
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Government takes a share, but it is paid separately, as the
Emir considers that incorporation would be tantamount to
abolition, and so contrary to the Koran. In Gando no diffi-
culty has been found in merging it in the Geneial Tax. The
tax has stimulated trade, and the people export corn to other
provinces to obtain cash for payment. The Serikin Muslimin,
in recognition of his position as Head of thé Moslems, receives
three-quarters-and Government a quarter only of the tax in the
district of Sokoto proper; he, however, shares the Jangali
(cattle tax) equally with Government. Gando and Argungu, of
course, receive one-half share only. The scheme of taxation
was compleéted by the institution of the urban tax in Sokoto
City, and the establishment of the “ Kurdin Sarota,” viz., fees
on appointment to office. ‘The Resident of this province
(Major Burdon) sets great value on this last, not as a source
of revenue, for its monetairy results are insignificant, but as
compelliag all district headinen to report appointments to the
Emir, who in turn reports them to Government, so that a
record is kept, and arbitrary depositions accompanied by local
riots are prevented. The share of the fee adds to the Emir's
income, and the fact that his approval is required before ap-
pointments are final adds to his power and control over the
district headmen, which is certainly important, I have, how-
ever, some misgiving myself (which is shared by many of the
Residents) as to the wisdom of this tax in the circumstances
of some of the provinces, and I have, therefore, left its enforce-
ment at present optional.

. 11.  Major Burdon reports that, owing to the loyalty, energy
and ability of the Sultan aind his Waziri, the preliminary
assessmeni, has 'been most successful. The “districts” have
been very fairly divided, and the taxes are entirely collected
by the district and village headmen, without the intermediary
of tax collectors, nor has there been any attempt at evasion
or short payment, The attempt, however, to make the tax a
graduated one according to wealth has so far proved a failure,
since the prineciple is foreign to the ideas of the people. The
rich, therefore, can only be made to pay more by means of
such class taxes as caravan tolls, &c. (Sece paragraph 1383),
and by separate taxes on cattle ownors (Jangali), & At the
same time great progress has been made in “ redistribution,” -
viz., the creation of homologous territorial areas under a single
district head, and this has led to the re-population of some
deserted areas, and the repatriation of freed slaves under con-
ditions of self-redemption (see paragraphs 15, 110, &c.). Many
of the chiefs already reside in their districts, the few absentee
landlords being chiefly near kinsmen of the Emir. He has
now, however, ordered these to reside in their districts, and,
“though the order was at first distasteful, it is now recognised
as right and cheerfully accepted.” The creation of homolo-
gous districts was, however, much more difficult in this pro-
vince than it had proved to be in Kano, and it is unavoidable
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10 GOLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL.

but that there should for many years to come be communities
resident in a district who will not recognise the authority of
the local headman, but pay their tribute and own allegiance to
the district from which they originally migrated. In Sokoto,
and more especially in Gando, as also in other provinces, the
clan feeling is very powerful, and territorial jurisdiction as
opposed to clan allegiance (however broken up the clan may
be) can only be gradually established ds the districts grow
into well-recognised units, and the value of land increases, as
it has done in the densely populated Emirate of Kano. The
number of boundary disputes, which are now coming forward
for settlement, indicates however the increasing value of land
and its reclamation, and the recognition of individual rights.
In illustration of this difficulty in Gando, Captain Ruxton
writes: “In many cases a village will be found situated in
the territory of another district yet independent, especially if
the district be Habe and the village Tulani. In other cases
the farm lands of a town or village are in another district,
in others communities owning allegiance to Gando are to be
found in the midst of Sokoto territory. As there is an endless
variety in the geographical distribution of these communities,
so is there also in their tenure and vassalage.” He ascribiés
this confusion to the fact that two separate races, Habe and
Fulani, occupy the same country, to former wars by which
communities were driven from their houses, but preserved some
measure of autonomy, to gifts to favourites by Emirs of one
or more communities instead of a specified territorial area,
and to the system of absentee landlordism, by which local
chiefs acquired more power than their master. Much progress
is, however, reported from Gando in the re-assessment and
knowledge of the province. The greater part of it has been
roughly mapped and district boundaries marked. The admin-
istrative divisions of Grando are Ambrusa (Gando), Argungu,
and Jega, Sokoto is divided into Sokoto. proper and Zamfara,
which latter is chiefly inhabited by Pagan Hauses or Habes.

12, The staff has averaged only four British officers, and
has been insufficient. The wealth of the province consists
in its vast herds of cattle and flocks of sheep. - Upon these the
Jangali tax has been collected in Sokoto, but so far only some
26,000 out of an cstimated 100,000 cattle have been assessed
and paid for in the Gando district. Most of the nomad herds are
as yet unassessed. Owing to ‘the telegraph construction through
this part of the province, cash has been widely distributed, and
all taxes have heen realised in sterling, and paid through
district headmen. The total tax on a population estimated at
200,000 amounts to £13,000, of which the Government share
is about £5,000, and the incidence per adult is estimated at
about 1/3%, the cattle owners paying probably four times as
much as the remaining population. The movement of popu-
lation, due to peace and security, has heen from tlie cities to
the land. Torty new villages are reported, and thé walls of
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the towns are left to fall unrepaired, except in Zamfara, where
they are a necessary protection against wild beasts.

The total revenue realised in the province was £7,337, this
being the first year since Sokoto submitted (in March, 1903)
in which taxation was enforced. The revenue is expected: to
reach £10,962 in the financial year 1905-06 in spite of the
heavy loss due to the suspension of tolls and of the tribute tax
(only about half of which had been received) at the time of
the Satiru disturbances.

13. Seventy-six cases (135 persons) were tried in the Sokoto
and Gando Provincial Courts, and 125 were convicted. The
prisoners were employed in sanitation and works. Nine new
native courts were opened, but the only two which can so far
be called a complete success are those at Sokoto and Jegga,
where regular prisons and a system of prison labour have been
inaugurated. In the former 189 and in the latter 146 cases
were tried, and six men were convicted and sentenced to
death for murder in the Sokoto Court during 1905. The police
in Sokoto are well reported on, but the Gando detachment,
owing to lack of an officer, are bad.

14. The only trouble in 1905 was on the I'rench fromtier,
whicly, being still undelineated, was consequently controlled
by neither Power. Some districts of the province still remain
unvisited, but many disputes on the provinecial frontiers have
been adjusted. Better houses, though still of native type, were
made during the year, roads were cloared to the south and east,
and the waterway of the Gulbin Kebbi was improved. The
tolegraph reached Sokoto on May 18th, 1906, having been
strenuously pushed forward during the year. There was an
outbreak of small-pox, but the epidemic of cercbro-spinal
meningitis was much more serious, and accounted for some 50
deaths daily for o short time, while infant mortality shows a
terribly high rate, due to the insanitation and filth of the
native towns. The health of Buropeans, oxcept perhaps at
Jega, was not good in spite of a not unhealthy climate. The
reason assigned is overwork and ‘bad housing. Dispensaries,
which were started in the two capital cities, have, I regret to
say, not been successful, and vaccination only succeeded in
one out of 160 cases, owing to defective lymph,

15. Slavery.—The trade in slaves has entirely ceased, and
even private transfers are rare. The Serikin has forbidden
the payment of death duties in slaves, .and he has
directed the native court to adjudicate on all cases in
which slaves desire to redeem themselves, fixing an equit-
able sum, and arranging how it may be earned and
paid gradually. A slave thus has an absolute right to
redeem himself cven against the: will of his master, with the
vesult that slaves, instead of running away and ‘becoming
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12 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL.

vagrants, can now appeal to the native court. Moreover, since
they have no longer the fear of being sold or transterred, they
are more contented, and less inclined to desert, while the
masters, having no longer the power of sale or fear of confisca-
tion or desertion, treat their slaves more as part of the family.
In one case, where redemption was refused by a master, the
Sultan ordered the liberation of the slave without ransom. He
has also taken great pains to restore enslaved populations to
their deserted towns. This is a remarkable course.of action for
the highest Mohammedan authorities in the country to take,
and illustrates the liberality of the Sultan’s views, and his
desire to co-operate with the Administration. The grodual
extinction of domestic slavery through the initiation of the
Head of the Moslem religion, supported by the Moslem jurists
on the one hand and by the personal exertions of the slave
himself on the other, is, in my judgment, a much greater
achievement than forcible manumission by the Government,
which, while bitterly resented by the masters, is not regarded
by them or by the slave himself as really emancipating him
from the status of a slave. This movement, as I shall narrate
in dealing with the other provinces, is not confined to Sokoto,
though it is here doubly important, first, because Sokoto is
the headquarters of the Mohammedan religion, and of the
most capable of the Moslem jurists, and secondly, becausec
Sokoto, owing to- the former annual slave tribute, possesses a
larger slave population than any other province., The rules
regarding redemption are applicable also to the Gando Emirdte
in which the influence of the Serikin Muslimin is powerful.
The Resident of Gando (Captain Ruxton) “ states with assur-
ance that there is now no such thing anywhere in the province
as a trade in slaves, the policy of .compulsory manumission on
demand to the native courts is working well, as shown by the
court returns.” He adds: ‘“One cannot help but remark on
the almost total absence of cases of slave-dealing in this pro-
vince, the last to have been brought under control, and one in
which only three years ago the traffic must have been very
large. Should it be supposed that the traffic still goes on with-
out our knowing it, I can only answer that the hatreds and
jealousies are so great that the chances of being informed
agninst are such as to render the supposition improbable.
From all that I have casually heard I firmly believe that the
trade has been abandoned.” Nine slaves were freed by order
of the provincial courts, and 38 by the nalive courts.

16. An attempt has been made during the year to start
a native school under a Mallam who has received some educa-
tion with the C.M.S. and also in England, but it has
not so far proved successful. There are at present only
four pupils, and it is regarded with suspicion which nill,
I hope, disappear in course of time. The harvest was very
good, except in the comparatively small district (800 square
miles with 281 towns), north of Sokoto, where the crops failed.
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Pigeon-peas (dhal), tomatoes, and yams, which have been
introduced by Government, have done well. The Sultan has
seconded the Residents’ efforts to prevent deforestation and to
preserve game, though the -application of rigid laws on these
matters would as yet be premature. The drying up of streams
seems to indicate a progressive dessication of the country in
this direction, and an encroachment southwards of the arid
area of the Sahara.

17. Of the general condition of the province Major Burdon
gives a most encouraging account. 'Che Serikin Muslimin
exercises a very effective influence through the 26,000 square
miles, over which his immediate rule extends, and this influ-
ence is “whole-heartedly ” on behalf of Government; misde-
meanours by chiefs have been effectively dealt with generally
by the Sultan and the native courts, more rarely by the Resi-
dent. very offence has at once been reported both to and
by the Emir, especially those connected with slave-dealing,
and in one instance the Emir dealt severely with a member of
his own family for this offence. DBoundary disputes are now
freely referred to the Emir and to the courts (instead of result-
ing in a local fight), and have been admirably settled by them. »
These cases are numerous, owing to the large amount of new
land brought into cultivation or pasture. The Resident reports
the condition of the province as “thoroughly and increas-
ingly satisfactory.” The demennour of the headmen and
peasantry alike was one of unusual cordiality to Buwropeans
whom they greet with a “ cheory and respectful ” salute, form-
ing o gratifying sign of their contentment. Even in Gando
all the district chiefs including Jega are reported as loyal, and
““the country absolutely peaceful, while the people—at any
rate the great mass of the poorer people—are contonted.” The
State of Argungu remained, as it has always been, thoroughly
loyal and contented, The Imir of Gando alone maintained
with his porsonal satellites an -attitude of passive resistance,
and o series of four incendiary fires, which dostroyed the police
and cther Government houses at Joga, were considered to have
undoubtedly been caused by an emissary from him. I was,
therefore, compelled to send a detachmont of infantry at the
Rosident’s request to Jega. It was also eredibly reported
that the Emir intonded to kill the Rosident on the first differ-
once of opinion, and carried a revolver and three daggors for
the purpose. He had refused to assist the Resident, and had
abetted violence to a Government messonger. It became clear
that the Resident could not carry out the policy of ruling
through the native chiefs while-such a man remained in power,
but it was not till the end of the year that Captain Ruxton
was able to say with decision which of the three possible
successors would make the best and strongest ruler, I am
myself much opposed to the selection of a weak man, who
may become the puppet of the Resident, and be without influ-
ence, and unable to control his subordinate chiefs. In
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Northern Nigeria it is absolutely essential that the native rulers
shall be men of strong ¢haracter, for it is through and by
their aid that the Government desires to administer the
country, and in every case I have endeavoured to select the,
candidate whose character was most marked by personal
dignity and decision. :

18. The Sokoto Annual Report, from which I have been
quoting was dated on February 10th last; on the night of
the 15th a telegram reached me to thé effect that “a new
Mahdi had arisen,” that the mounted infantry company had:
been “ annihilated,” and Mr. Hillary, who had just relieved
Major Butdon in charge of the province, Mr. Scott, Assistant
Resident, and ILieutenant Blackwood in command of the
troops, had been killed; that Dr. Ellis, medical .officer, was
severely wounded, and the infantry detachment at Jega had
been summoned to Sokoto. Upon its speedy arrival the lives
of the remainder appeared to depend. The telegraph con-
struction towards Sokoto had been pushed forward with all
possible speed, and it was due to this fact, and the consequent
immediate information I received of the reverse, that I was
able to talke the requisite measures with such celerity as the
situation demanded. By the time that the news would other-
wise have reached me, the first reinforcements were at Sokoto.
Some years ago I represented to Mr. Chamberlain the vital
necessity for administrative purposes of telegraphic communi-
cation with the outlying districts, in especial Sokoto, Kano,
and Bornu. A grant of £50,000 was, at his instance, made
for this purpose by the Treasury, and this has been supple-
mented each year by such a sum as I was able to provide from
revenue. The importance of this matter to which almost all
other works had been subordinated was now demonstrated, for
not only had I news of this disaster within 24 hours, but I was
able to warn every garrison, and issue orders throughout the
Protectorate, and to recall the expedition in the Munshi
country.

19. This “ bolt from the blue” could hardly have come at
s more unfortunate moment. Assured of complete peace and
contentment at Sokoto, and elsewhere in the Protectorate, I
had sent the whole of the mobile force at my disposal under
the senior military officers to rescue the captives taken by the
Munshis in their attack upon the Niger Company’s trading
depdt at Abinsi on the Benue (paragraphs 81 and 222), and
to restore order there. A mere handful of men remained at
Lokoja and at headquarters. The one place where disturbance
had seemed possible was at Hadeija (half-way between Kano
and Bornu), which was, however, adequately garrisoned, for
any contingency by a company of infantry and one of mounted
infantry (total 250 rifles). I now had cause to regret that my
great reluctance to proceed to force against this Emir had
induced me for three years to maintain an attitude of toler-
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ance in ‘the face of provocation, for now that.-a crisis had
comeé I not only could not withdraiv a single man from Hade-
-ija, but felt on the contrary that it formed a sécond focus
of danger.

20. No less on the civil than on the military side was the
moment singularly unfortunate. Major Burdon had just left
Sokoto- and Captain Ruxton had left Gando. Mr. Hillary,
in whom I had the utmost confidence, and who had gone to
relieve them was killed. The .“ Mahdi,” elated by a success
wholly unprecedented in the short annals of Nigeria, would,
no -doubt, obtain immense prestige, and his objective would,
no doubt, bé Kano: Mr.Cargill; the experienced Resident-of
that province, ‘was just convalescent. from blackwater fever,
and the doctor had said that he should not remain in the
couitry a day longer; the Hon, A, Bailey, his Junior Resi-
dent, had already been invalided with blackwaler fever,
while Captain Orr, Resident of Zaria; was on-his way to see me
at Zungeru. :

21, I immediately recalled the troops from the Munshi
country, but Abinsi was at least four days from the nearest
telegraph station (Loko). In these circumstances, and in
default of further information from Sokoto, I judged it wise
to ask the Governor of Lagos to send what troops he might be
able to spare as a safeguard in case of emergéncy. With the
utmost promptitude he despatched 250 men by sea to Burutu,
whence in due course they came by river steamers to Loloja,
and marching dcross Nupe from the Niger; arrived at Zungeru
on March 6th. The news of the reverse reached Zungeru late
in the evening of February 15th from the telegraph line-head
then close to Ambrusa, the capital of Gando Province, whete
there ‘were four white men without any troops, and the attitude
of the Emir was unfriendly. A second message, also sent via
Jega by mounted men, informed me that the Jega detach-
ment had at once marched for Sokofo,-and had been joined
by 150 loyal horsemen from: Tambawel, a powerful town on
the fiontier of Gando. I directed the Europeans to retire upon
Argungu, which has been consistently friendly from the time
prior to the establishment of the Administration, and thence
to endeavour to get into touch with Sokoto and ascertain the
position of affairs there.

22. Tor six days we had no further news, but disquieting
reports from Bauchi informed me that more than one fana-
tical preacher in that district was advocating the extermination
of all unbelievers, and proclaiming the advent of a Mahdi at
the “ Holy Hill ” of Bima, a small Pagan village on the banks
of the Gongola, which is connected with some Fulani legend.
By the cnergy and promptitude of the Resident (Hon. O.
Howard), the first of these propagandists was seized and de-
ported. The second was of a more dangerous type, and he
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appeared to have caused a considerable excitement among the
population of Bauchi. He was very pluckily arrested by two
soldiers, and tried for sedition by the Emir and his native court,
who had throughout loyally supported the Resident, was
sextenced to death and executed. A third and fourth dis-
appeared eastwards. The constant appearance of ‘ Mahdis”
or their fore-runners merits a word of -explanation. Though
probably at least half the population even in the northern
states is Pagan, and the great majority of even those who call
themselves Moslems are in no way imbued with either the
tenets or the fanaticism of Islam, thére has been a series of
local ebullitions in favour of some mahdi or reformer ever since
we have had any touch with or knowledge of what was going
on in the country, and ‘we now know thdt even before the
advent of the British similar outbreaks were suppressed by the

- Fulani from time to time. Incredible as it would séem, some
fanatic ocontinually arises and obtains a following, the large
majority of whom are probably wholly ignorant of what the
word “ Mahdi ” means. It is hard to gauge their motives and
desires, it may be that like the peasants of Riissia they look
for a general upheaval which shall abolish all taxes and all
distinctions -of social grade. They will then be able to throw
off the mild yoke of serfdom, and catch slaves for themselves.
Personally, however, I do not believe that there is any very
definite motive among the large majority. They are simply
eager to follow some new thiny: to see what it may lead to.
Their instinet is to follow like sheep any person who comes
among them and directs them to obey him. It is almost in-
conceivable to European thought, but the reply-of 90 per cent.
of the adherents of such a movement would, if questioned as to
their motives, probably be that the preacher told them to do so.
I do not think a year bas passed since 1900 without one or more
such Mahdi movements; and s1mu1taneoudy with this rising
at Satiru and serious reports of Mahdism in Bauchi, there was
actually a second incipient Mahdi as rival to Mallam Isa in
the Sokoto province who surrendered himself after the victory
at Satiru, and another seditious preacher was causing much
unrest in Kontagora. The -circumstance which distinguished
the outbreak at Sokoto from all others was the unparalleled
success its leader had gained, while the danger in Bauchi was
that in that district only is ‘there a fanatical section, basing
itself on an ancient legend. The moment was, moreover,
auspicious with the troops away in Munshi-land, the reverse
at Sokoto and the threat of Hadeija. Slmnltaneous reports
also reached me of a Senussi movement (due to the French
advance on 'Wadai) from the north-east, and of a concentra-
tion_of Fulani Mallams (in connection with the Bima propa-
ganda) in German territory in the east.

23. Meanwhile I had immediately despatched 75 rank and
file to Sokoto from Zungeru, which were all that yere avail-
able. They would be reinforced by 75 more en route from
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Kontagora, while 100 more were ordered up from Lokoja with.
all speed. The -advance party .of 150 rifles was under Major
(Goodwin, Royal Artillery, whose instructions were to fall back.
on Zaria if he found the hostile forces advancing eastwards:
Marching with great rapidity he reached Sokoto on March 1st,.
and, the 100 men from Lokoja joined him on the 8th. I had
by this time received news from Sokoto that Major Burdon,,
the Resident, who was only 26 miles from the city, had at
once returned on receipt of news of the reverse, and that the
various Europeans were all safe there. His return restored
confidence to the chiefs, and his able dispositions put a new
complexion on the whole matter. The telegraph construction
party had resamed work under the protection of Argungu, and
communication with headquarters was thus restored. The-
hostile. gathering after their success had attempted no further
attack. . The Emir of Sokoto and his chiefs were entirely
identified with, us, and several powerful war-chiefs had come
from the outlying walled towns to proffer their help. They
formed a cordop of scouts day and night between thé rebels
at Satiru, which was only 14 miles south of Sokoto, and the:
Government garrison, This news enabled me to detach two
companies. of mounted infantry from Kano to join the force
at, Sokoto, which. consisted, when all were united, on March
8th,, of 573 rifles, with about 30 Eurdpeans, inclusive of the:
original Sokoto and Jega detachments (since only 25 had been
Jilled in the reverse, and not the entire company, as at first
reported), together with some 70 police whose arms, however,
were almost useless. There were also a 2:95-inch gun and
several Maxims. This concentration was, of course, effected
without the Munshi column or Lagos troops, and was asseibled’
at Sokoto within three weeks of the reverse, thé Lokoja troops
having traversed about 400 miles by land and 80 by water in
that time. The principal war-chief of Sokoto lad meantime
advanced with sonie 3,000 men bgainst the enémy, biit his fol-
lowers would not face 'thein, for their prestigé in having:
defeated the Government troops was eidimous. Fortunately,
instead: of advancing through the country when, owing to this
prestige, no, doubt thousands would have flocked to what
scemed like the winning side, the rebels remdined at Satiru,
and contented themselves with raiding and burning ‘the sir-
rounding towns, which could make no stand against them.

4. On March 10th Major Goodwin .advanced. with his iwhole
force.against them. The enemy, estimated at 2,000, consisted
entirely of unmounted men,. very indifferently armed, many
carrying, only axes and hoes. The mounted infantry went for--
ward fo drajy them on, and then.cleared the front of the square:
in, order to let the infantry fire take effect upon the charging
mass. A _Sokoto; chief who had be¢n present at'the previous
disaster described the action avith terse force:—They came
on, and the horsemen gave way and ivent back; no one took
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.any notice. I thought we were all going to be killed, as
before. Someone gave an order, everyone fired, then a whistle
blew, -everyone stopped, and theré was mo one left alive in
front.” The enemy made several brave charges, and resisted
the troops hand to hand in the village. The fugitives webe
pursued by the mounted infantry, and by the Sokoto horsemen
(who had not been allowed to take part in the action). The
Maxim and some of the rifles were recovered. Captain Galla-
:gher was severely, and two other officers slightly, wounded.

25. The military situation demanded a signal and over-
-‘whelming victory for the restoration of our prestige, and the
prevention of any such rising in the future, entailing further
loss of life. Bravely as the rebels fought, it must be remem-
bered that they had inaugurated their rebellion by the murder
of twelve villagers who refused to join- them, .afd had later
killed the people of many neighbouring villages—in one case
the majority of the inhabitants of a large town had been their
victims—thus constituting themselves a band of criminal out-
Tlaws, who were hunted down by those on whom they had
inflicted so many wrongs. Dan Makafo, their leader (for
‘Mallam Isa had been killed in the first engagement), and five
.others who were captured were tried by the -Sokoto Native
‘Court on a charge of murder and rebellion, and condemned
1o death. I trust that the effect of this terrible retribution,
which the Resident says is profound, will render any further
appeal to arms unnecessary in the Sgkoto province for very
many years. The orders against enslaving captives were
.obeyed, and the women and children found in the town were
#reed to the number of about 3,000. The bodies of the three
officers who had been killed in the reverse were found on
-the scene of- the disaster, and buried with military honours.
“The village of Satiru was razed to the ground, and the Serikin
Muslimin pronounced a curse upon anyone who should again
rebuild it or till its fields.

26. The origin of the disturbance was as follows: ~~Just two
_years ago the chief of the village of Satiru—a name of ill-omen
in the Indian Mutiny— .announéed himself to be the Mahdi.
He, however, came to Sokoto on the summons of the Serikin,
and while awaiting trial died. The Serikin bound over his-son
and headmen by an oath on the Koran to abandon any further
sedition. Early in 1906 Dan Makafo (called by the French
'Saibou), an outlaw from French territory who boasted that
he had killed two Frenchmen, arrived, and collecting a few
malcontents made his way to Satiru. Heére hé apparently per-
suaded Mallam Isa, the son of the late chief, to break his oath-
and head the movement. Neither of them, however, appear
40 have declared themselves Mahdis. The rising was planned
to take place after Major Burdon had Jeft, and had been in
~ontemplation some weeks or months. Mr. Hillary, on hearing
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of ity sent-messengers 4o inform Major Buidon, who ‘was only
25umiles from Sokoto: when 'they reached ‘hiin. Hé; however,.
attached' no importance to. the news. Mr. Hillary resolved to.
take'the whole mounted infantry company to Satiru in éase of
emérgencies, but hoped: to ‘efféct a peaceful' solution. When
they :arrived near-the village'he rode forward with Mr. Scott,.
Assistant Resident, -and 'his« interpreter, -and ‘shouted tlidt he
had come:in ‘peace -and’ wislied #o tallc-with them. ' Mea‘li\ihﬂ’e‘
Mr: Blackwood; who' commanded the troops, fearing that the
civil .officers had detachéd themselves too far from the éscort,
camé ‘up ata gallop -and"formed sqiiare. The Satiru people
bégin to charge, biit the civil officers were still' outside the
square; and Mr: Blackwood then shdeivoured to -advaiice the
square towards them. This was an -érfor of judgment a} such
a-critical: moment, -especidlly with mounted infantry. Beéfore
thie-square had time o re:form properly, the énemy, who 'had
charged over 800 yards-of open growid, was upon it.  The
horses ‘tdok fright,. and a -genéral mélée ensued. Messts.
Hillary, Scott, and Blackwood, with 25 soldiérs, were killed;.
4nd most of the rémainder of the troops were panie-stricken,
but tivo at least behaved Wwith-the utmost gallantry, and, régard-
less of’ theéir own lives; wedtly sicééeded in saving Mi. Scott,
and: later took Dy. Ellis (who -wiis severely wouided) out of
action; ' ‘These samé two jneén saved tlie lifé of the leader of
the Sokoto troops, when he later fiade his uiisuccessful' attack
apon thé-rebels. The Maxim, which had fiever arrived upon
the scene, “was Tost. - 'Séigeant' ‘Gosling “was wahurt and
Sergéant Slack, R.A.; had béeii Jeft in the fort with “his
gun, 'On the return of Dr; Ellis he found. that the Siiltan’s
and ‘Waziti’s '6wi soiis were-assembling their followitig for. thie
defence of the fort, -aiid’ Sergeant Slack was alveady starting:
w;ith‘ hisidetachmeént ‘for-the scené' of ‘the disastéer. Tt vould
seem from ‘this account that the reverse was thie result of 4
mere accident, die in the-first place to Mr. Hillary’s aikiety to
avoid ‘Bloodshed; and i the second place to Lieutendiit Blacks
_wood’s ‘gallant ‘disrégard of military precatutions in his’desire
to' save ‘thelivés of his-comrades. e o '
27, Tt Js permissible to.call theso pegple; ““ rebels,” for they
-ayere. fighting, mot merely’ jagainst the British suzerainty, but
against the natiye Administration, and the Sultan.of Sokote
wagsat,onetime in great.féar lesy his own.city. might. be carried
‘away .by the;infection. In examining the causes. which-led
to, this outbreak, two .significant facts:emerge, first that, the
rebels. fought with:a.bravery born only of religious fanaticism;
and. secondly that.among the slain no Fulani were found, and
“all bore..the tribal marks.of the Hausas, .Dan. Makafo at hus
trial stated,that he had come, to,ipreach-a. “Jihad” (religions
war.for the.extermination .of “infidels”), and this, was borne
out.by evidence.., Clearly.the little village of Satiru.was.well:

* ~known.agta hothed of fanaticism, for it had;thrown up.a: Mahdi
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two years before and Dan Makafo was directed: thlther -as being
the 'best place for his purpose, It appears. also to have had.a
.feud—pz obably secular—with its. neighbour (lsomo, and! to:have;
first of all utilised its opportunity of destroying: this. town.
Mallam Isa (“Jesus ”) had inaugurated his campaign: by calling:
upon the Sultan of Sokoto to join him. sagainst the domination:
«of the infidels, but his request had been received with scorn.
Gando, on the other hand, appears: to- have agreed to. join if
Sokoto did, and later to have promised adherence if -the rébels
scored, a furthel success. Isa was killed .on the day .of his.
success, but it was said that he had purposed iproclaiming him-.
self the Mahdi and hoisting the green flag on the following
Salla (Friday). Dan Makafo, the original preacher, stirred up-
the fanaticism of Satiru by his. boast that he: had killed two-
Frenchmen, and the Freich report speqks of him as a ¢ Mar-
abeut,” The Sultan of Sokoto also insists that the rising .was
golely due to a wave of the unaccountable fanaticism: which.
bursts into flame in so strange a, way in.the Sudan. The Resi-
dent admits that there was. much unrest among the telakawa
(free-born peasanﬁy), of which hé was wholly. unaware, and.
he. ascribes 1t to the loss of their. slaves——for even the peasantry.
in this province own a slave or two spiece.  The desertion. of
the slaves, he says, was. not so.much due to the actual pohcy of.
Government as 1o the preconcelved zdeas of the people regaid-
ing British action on this, .question. The slaves deserted be-
cause they had heard that domestic slavery would be.abolished,
nor cau British officials restore. them: by force to their owners.
Racial antagonism may also have heen a contributing cause to
the unrest among the peasantry; for: the Hausas or Habes, do
not love the Fulani, and may have felt that the British;adminis-
tration in Sokoto was too much identified with the ‘ruhng caste,.
1o the (hsregard of their interests, but the fact that. the neigh-
bouring towns held aloof and. were raided and. their people
killed by the rebels goes to show that it was not @ ,people’s
rising against their rulers. The policy .of Government has
been most emphatically, to dlssocmte itself, from race, feehng,
and, while ruling through the existing I‘u’am chiefs—who
alone are capable of administration—to spare no effort o hear
the ‘grievances and redress the Wrongs of the' Hausy, Nupe,
Yorubd, or other sub]ect tribes. ~This c¢an oily be' done by
constant touring amiong - them, and the Resxdent acéounts 51
his ignorance: of the untest, and of the rising: which had "been
projected for some Wweeks or months, by his inakility to tour
his province owing to the amount of office work devolving ' upoii
him and the-paucity of his-staff. These' issues: dre 0f ‘such im-
portance that I think it is worth whlle to plice my'views - o0
record f0r-those who may saceceed me in Northeérn'’ ngema, ‘30
that the lessons of this dlsaster may not ‘pass unheeded The
_Admiinistration of so vadt an area as this:Protectorate cdii oiily
‘becoine fully ofganised and ' efeciive by a procegsof décen?
tralisation -and’ devolution of responsibility.  The’officers “ho
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after 8ix years’ training aid: -experience have become First
Class Residents..of double provinces (Sokoto compnses 42,000
square' miles,. two-thitds the size .0f England) cin 1o longer'
spend all their time on tour, hearing peity village'cases: “Ihis
task must now largely devolve -upon their staff; the seniorof
Whom have in ‘turn’ acquu'ed many yeaxs of experience,. The,
inicreasé of the political staffi'by a third: (saretioned durmg the-
cum;ent year by the ‘Seeretary of State). and; the .increased elas:
tlclty atforded by the doiible, province sys em, should .permit
of 4 thomughly efficient dlstuct supetvision: “Hitherto. the-
junior staff has been msufﬁclent for 1ts du{,les, and the very
heavy ‘work of the 1nitia] " assessment of the 1ef01med taxation
has ‘been an addltlonal strain. Upon the Reszden’c-m-Chxef

devolves the duf:y of ’ti'ammg thls staf, and of wsing them: as.
his- éyb§ anﬂ ears so as to kéep in close touch w1th every. part
of his provirce, just as the High Commissioner in..turn, uses
his Residents. Upon them,, as admmlstmtors,‘ devolves also
the hea&quqﬁm work of. the province, undex th(, more effective:
sysfem of accountmg and audit; the superyision of ‘the inereas--
ing' vevénue; of the provmcml and native courts; and.the-
renderxng of the necessmy 1e%urns to the High Commissioner..

28, To returii 4o ‘Satirve. It appeaxs, then, dem«’ch.\t the.out-
break was due pnmamly to_religious fahaticisni, which, how-
ever, was rendered abortive in its results, fivst by the: loya]ty of
the' chiefs and the majority of the population: to-the British.
rule, and secondly by the motives of private revenge and thé
looting’ propensities .of the outlaws and. scoundrels who had
joined the movement and vitiated its religious character by the
killing of Mussulmans,.and that the outbreak gained. adherents.
from. the causes I have -deseribed, which .are largely insepar-
able from a.new Admmlstratlon That taxation had nothmg
to do with the matter both the Sultan and the Resident aré-
agreed, and indecd thls appears incontrovertible siiice: Satlru
had not been assessed in any. tax at all.

© 29, The Lagos troops who had reached Zungeru .on March«
5th, and' whose coniduct had been exemplary during their stay
i the Protectorate, returned to Lagos on receipt of the news.
of the victory at. Satiri. The force from Munshlland arrived
a ddy or two afterr them, havmg marched 312 miles in 124 days-
at the hottest tlme of year over very difficult and rugged
qountry The garrisons.of Kano, Zana, and Katsena had béen
placed in ‘a stale of defence and readiness, and reinforced. by
outlymg detachments If therefore, the rebels had adopted 4
more aggressive line of actlon than they did,, every preparation
had ‘been made to meet Whatever contmgency might arise.
may Hiote here that the Governor-General of the French- Sudai
offéred " such assistance as was. poss1ble ‘without crossmg “our
frontler, and the cordml rehtlons thus inaugurated . promise
16 result in @ closer co-operation between the. two nations. on
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our common frontiers. For his;loyalty -and active assistance
in this erisis, His Majesty was graciously pleased to bestow' the
‘Companionship of the Order of -St. Michael and St. George
apon the Sultan of Sokoto.. C - ) .

'80. It remained to deal with Gando. A sirong force
marched to liis capital, and simmoned him to surrender hini:
self. Over-aiwed by the fate of Satiru and possibly re-assured
by the way in which other deposed Emirs have been treated, he
-at once did so, and no shot was fired. He. was sent. to Lokoja,
where he lived inh comfort until his recent death, and the
:successor, who had already been chosén with the concurrence
of‘the Serikin Muslimin, was installed.in his.place, All chiefs
.swore allegiance to himi, and, after taking the oath of loyalty
t6 Government, he described the policy he intended to follow,
and’ called oii the distriet headmen to sipport him, He is a
strong character, with great influence, and has been consistently
Toyal and friendly to the Govérninient. These e,vepfg in the
west compelled nie {o settle the difficulty with Hadeija without
delay, for' I could no longeér with saféty to the Protectorate
allow' this meiiace to remain én our flank. Moreover,. if. the
reports of Mahdisni ficm Bauchi should develop, I should thiis
have a strong force in the vicinity to deal with the matter.
"With ‘this subject I shall deal later (paragraph 39.et seg.):.

31. There is one aspect of these ‘évents tpoii which it 4
jpossible to Took back with encouragement and satisfaction’
For the first time the troops of Government, which had been
considered invincible, had been defeated: and three white mieil
killed: How would the country at laige, so receiitly brought
ander administrative control, take the news? ‘Theéianswer was
spontaneous and immediate. From every Einirate it cameé"in
almoést identical terms, from Yola to Tllorin, “from Kano' to
Nupe:  The latter offered armed lovsethen to assist if need
‘be; and Illorin, the other quondam vassal-of ‘Gando, said’ his
men would have fought on ourside: Kano, Bauchi, and Zaria
‘demonstrated their loyalty, and the latter publicly declared
that he had sworn to me on the Koran, and he would in any
-event stand by the Government. Nothing could qxqeeﬁlgﬂm
Toyalty of Sokoto and his chiefs, Who (with che éxception, only)
rallied to our assistanée from every side, and the fina! result
'has been to bind them in ties of closei ¢onfidence than ever.
Even in Gando théte seeti to liave been only 4 few insignificant
sub-chiefs—with one exception—who followed the bad example
of the conservatiVe old Emir, ind most of the principal men,
‘including éven one of the Emit’s sons, came -to’Sokoto to-offer
their ‘help. The Emir’s son took charge of the Residency af
Ambrusa, and the Chiét of Jegh "guardeéd the Governmen!
‘buildings at his town inthe absence of the British officers,
while the Chief of Maradu, in Zamifata.(east f Sokofo), threa-
Hened immediate cxecution 1o the ekt wan . who talked of
rehellion, and so restovedquiet. . 7 e T T

' . F
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3R. The Resident of Sokoto feared that these events indicated.
a deep-sea@ed hatred of the British on the part of the peasantry,
but. that view hardly seems to be borne out by she facts, nor is.
it shared by Mr. Cargill, who-is in close touch (as Resident)
with the most densely-populated of the Hausa States and has.
visited thousands-of towns -and villages in the Kano Emirate,
nor is it, I think, the view -of any other Resident in Nigeria.
It was the villagers themselves who came forward after the-
reverse at Satiru to assist our pecple. They furnished guides.
ind lent horses to Dr. Ellis and his companions, they con~
veyed his let@ers to- Jega, nearly 100 miles distant, with extra-
ordinary rapidity, ¢overing' the distance in about twelve hours,.
and they helped Major Burdon himself to return to Sokoto;:
while Captain Ruxton, in Gando, reports, as I have quoted,
that “the great mass of the people are contented.” Many
péople came from distant parts to ascertain if it were true that
the Serikin Muslimin of Sokoto had joined' the rebellion:

aghinst us, .

Kaxo.

33. The progress in the double province of Kano (including'
Katagum and Hadeija), under Mr. Cargill, C.M.G:, First Class
Resident, has been most satisfactory during the year. The
first effect of the reform in the system of taxation is to impose:
upon the political staff .of cach province the duty of visiting
every town and hamlet with.a view to ascertaining (a) what its.
taxes comsist of, and (b) to whom they are paid. Mr. Cargill
has during the year visited every single town and village in the
Kano Emirate numbering upwards of 1,100, while those of
Katsena and Gummel have been visited by Assistant Residents.
Katagum and Messau have not yet been done, owing to the lack
of staff, which throughout the year averaged only three for a
province 30,600 square miles in area, with a population esti-
mated at 2,330,000, The result of this personal enquiry has.
(apart from the question of revenue) been most valuable. It
has brought the staff into the closest touch with the people,
not by mere haphazard touring; but with definite objects of
enquiry, and has resulted in an admirable survey showing
every village in four-fifths of the Kano Emirate and in most of
Katsena and Gummel, and in the accumiilation of a mass of
information from which & fair approximation of the population
(;‘f §hedcoimti'y and a knowledge of its conditions have been
derived.

34 In 'so densely-populated a country as Kano an attempt
to begin at once u detailed assessment before general conditions
were known would have resulted in loss of time and useless
“work. The Resident, therefore, .wisely determinéd net ‘to

26055 B¢
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interfere with native assessment, which, as I said in my last
report, was singularly well-organised and apparently not un-
.just.in its incidence in this mirate. Meré enquiry from local
chiefs as to taxation led, however, to no useful result, since
:they invariably undeérstated the amounts they had -been accus-
tomed to pay. He turned his attention, therefore; to the pre-
liminary task of forming his districts,” and of appointing
-the headmen under the scheme described i my report for 1904.
In this he has been most successful. As in most other pro-
~vinces, he found that the fief-holders owned towns vicariously
-scattered .over the whole province, but, unlike most other pro-
vinces, he found no difficulty in’re-distribution. Taking the
-principal town under each fief-holder, he grouped around it in
.one homologous district a sufficient number of towns to yield
a revenue equivalent to the former revenue of the fief-holder,
‘und appointed him “ District Head ” of this self-contained dis-
-trict. He even succeeded in giving to the most important
chiefs the districts furthest from the capital, where their
responsibility would be greater, retaining the villages close to
Kano itself under the direct rule of the Emir. To avoid too
-drastic and hasty o reform, it was found necessary to allow the
Emnir to place some of these under his head slaves as a tem-
porary concession.  In the evolufion of a more complete
organization in the futute it is possible that the mode-of expen-
-diture of the official révenue assigned to the Emir for public
purposes may be accounted for as State funds, and thdt his
private income may be derived from the rents of this group of
-estates attached to his position. The Katsena Emirate offered
fewer difficulties, for there the influential chiefs largely reside
-on their fiefs, which are more homologous. Consequently there
‘was but little reorganization required to give effect to the new
-scheme. In Katagum the principle of the fief-holders being
-district headmen, responsiblé for their districts and residing in
-them, was already in operation. When Hadeija, Messau, and
a few small outlying districts have been similarly organised,
the ground will be ¢leared for a revision of the actual taxes
(and their incidence pér lead of the popuhtmn will theén be
"known). This task can be gradually taken in hand by ‘the
“political staff, accompanied by the new distriet headmen, who
will thus learn to know their distriets simultaneous!y with the
-polifical officer. At present no attempt has been made to amal-
gamate the taxes into a single general tax.

35. The Emir of course did not like the mtwductlon of a
-system which would weaken his. autocratic power,. ‘but has
nevertheless afforded all the assistance he could, in a loyal and
enlightened spirit. In recognition of this I agreed to the con-
-eession 1 have deseribed; by which for a time some of the
villages near Xano shou]d be placed under his head slaves,
who formerly were all-powerful and usurped the functions of
“the legitimate chiefs. This: system—corresponding to .the

o
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- Palace Clique” in Constantinople—has been the curse of
_Nigeria, as of most other Mohammedan countries. It divorces
_power from. responsibility, and places communities under: the
_.heel of a gang of low-class and avaricious retainers.. The new
system of rule by selected and responsible chiefs deals a final
blow to the systemn, and the temporary concession made in
. recognition of the loyalty and ability of the present Emir will
in due course be swept away. From these groups.of villages
. he receives the share of revenue as being, himself (through a
..deputy) the ““District Head,” and their possession, therefore,
.adds to his personal income. It is, of course, inevitable that
the supersession of the héad slaves and favourites, who for-
.merly exercised what oppression they liked in the name of the
. Emir, should leave tliis class ‘of satellités discontented. There
..are not wanting indications to' show how narrowly the Emirs
.have watched the dealings of Government in each case where
_ forcible interference has become unavoidable, and it was prob-
ably due to the fact that the head slaves and satellites, who
. dominated Hadeija and overruled.its Emir, saw that their place
and power would be gone under British, rule, that the final
.catastrophe which compelled me to employ force against that
.-city was brought on. :

36. In Katsena, however, the change was most popular, for

" here the chiefs had always had more power, and the Emir was
less of an autocrat. I régretto say that in this one compara-
tively small Emirate alone, the man selected as Emir has
proved a hopeless failure. His predecessor, it will be remem-
bered, was deposed for every kind of misrule and continued
..opposition to GGovernment at the end of 1904. So unanimous
was the choice of all the chiefs in favour of the present Emir,
.and so .certain was the Resident that he, was in every way
~.desirable, that I appointed him without any period of proba-
tion. He has.disappointed all expectations, and the.chiefs who
were most enthusiastic for his selection are now those who most
regret it. The Resident describes him as “disloyal, dishonest,
. and incapable.”  There is, however, perhaps no Emirate in
which both chiefs and pecple are more layal and well-disposed,

. 50 that the obstruction of the Emir merely tends to reduce his
. own position. These chiefs have rendered very full and accu-
rate returns of taxation, which form an excellent basis for the

- néw assessment, “Tt is difficult,” writes Mr. Cargill, “to ex-
aggerate the loyalty and zeal with which the Katsena fief-
holders have taken up their, new duties, and the value.-of their
services to Government.” Politically it is o great misfortune

- that Maradithas been included in: the area ceded to.France. . It
was there that the old Habe chiefs of the Katsena dymasty
settled; when driven out by the Fulani conquests,-and to this
« day Katsena remains more Habe than Fulani.. The Emirate
:is composed largely of Pagans—both Habe and nomad Fulani
. —while its Mohammedan:section/date their conversion to Islam
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long before the Jihad of Dan Fodio. The Maradi uncestors of*
Katsena greatly dislike their inclusion in French territory,
where they have no affinities, and they may not improbably
migrate into Nigeria, as the Tessawa (north of Katsena) con--
tinue to do.

37. As the result of his constant travel in his province-
during the year, Mr. Cargill gives the following description of
the western sub-province. Within a radius of 30 miles of
Kano the population is very dense, and every square yard of -
cultivatable ground is occupied. It is fertile and well watered
by the head springs of the Wobe. This aréa is adininistered.

. direct from Kano. Outside this radius are walled towns, ruled
by powerful chiefs, and their subordinate villages are all stock--
aded. In the east—north of the Hadeija River—the people are-
wild and' of a lower type; south of it are sandy, grassy ridges,
where water is obtained from wells in the depressions. Fur-
ther south there are many Fulani, and the country is denscly
wonded. In the north the population is sparse, and the country
tends to arid, grassy plains. In the south-west is bush and a
few toivns. The south has not yet been fully surveyed. The -
population is Fulani and Hausa, partly Mohammedan aixl
partly Pagan, and is so well disposed that Mr. Cargill found
10 éscort necessary when traversing districts wholly unvisited
by Europeans. His amended estimate of the population, as-
shown in paragraph 113 and appendix 2, is 2,330,000, which
he divides equally as regards sex.

38. Throughout the year the Emir of Kuno has maintained .
the character he had established for loyalty, integrity, and.
hard work. His returns show 332 cases tried in his own court,
for which he accepts no fee of -any kind, while the supervision
of the taxation from each one of some thousands of towns and
the accounting for it to the Resident is a task of great magni--
tude. There were only two instances in which an exhibition
of force had to be made. One was in consequence of the-
'murder of a police constable, who had attempted to arrest a
man for personating a Government official and extorting from.
the people; the other was.due to the killing of the servant of a.
collector, who had catight a man in the act of theft. In both
instances the villagers, who in this Emirate are ever ready to-
take the law into their own hands and resort to blows on little -
provocation, were collectively guilty of the disturbance, and
were punished by fine. The small States on the Northern fron-
tier have rémained in a chaotic state, with consequential blood-
shed due to mutual raids and quarrels, since until the boundary
is settled no effective action can be taken by either the French
or ourselves. Latterly, with the consent of the French, I have
been compelled to take steps to put an end to this state of -
things. A chronic dispute between Kano and Gummel regard-
ing their frontiers was settled during the year, and a similar-
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-qiestion regarding' certain frontier towns'of Sokoto and: Kat-
gena. New willages were formed in ‘the-east; as well 48 by
dmmigrants from French territory in the north and:this-cons
tinues; whileno instance of migration to French: territory :has
-occutred. - Xt is difficult to-account for this, looking to-the fact
that slave-deiling is mot-allowed ii British territory, and' thé
taxes arefully enforced. ‘ .
. 89. The attitude of Hadeéija had béen consistently marked
by chronic @bstructioit' and' hostility, -culniinating in the
aurdeér of & soldier; apparently with the sanéction: and in the
Dreserice of the Emiir. Bnquiry into tlis matter was impos-
sible without veeourse to force: Men had been overheard in
the ¢ity distussing the chances of success if the gairison were
-attacked by iight. Co-operation betwéen Government and the
native Administration was impossible in such circurstances,
no progress could be made with the taxation reforms, nor was ‘it
safé to travel in the district without a strong escort: For three
yéars I have éndeavoured by conciliation -and! friendly efforts
to gain the confidence of Hadeija, and I had hoped that; after
my personal interview with the Emir and chiefs. in December;
1904, and the letter of advice which the Emir'of Kaiiofwrote
Jater at my suggestion; better relations would: supérvene:
'The Emir indeed had since that time seeined friendly,; but he
"is weak and Wwas over-influenced by the lostile head:slavesiand
-satellites who. surround him, ‘When, theréfore, -early in. 1906
‘the reverse took place at Sokoto; and rumours of o new Mahdist
‘movement in Bauchi gaincd strength, Irecognised that it was
mo- longer possible with safety to the Protectorite to leave a
‘ ‘powerful walled city like Hadeija on the flank of thé troops;
-and as a focus of hostility, monopolising a garrison of 250
-troops who could not be withdrawn for an emergency elsewhere.
"The news of the Sokoto disaster was received with general re-
joicings in. Hadeijn. ~All work ‘on Government buildinﬁ's
-stopped, and the Emi’s messenger no longer camié¢ to theé
Resident, i o
40. As soon, therefore, as the operations at Sokoto were ¢ox-
-cluded, I sent a powerful force under the Commandint to cons
-voy my tiltimatuni to the Emir. The’troops loft Kano' on April
16th, and thoughi it Was ohviotis when traversing Hadéija terri:
tory that many of the fighting nien of the towns had alréady
left for the cz,i'pitz.ilj,] all. suppliés were paid for ex rdute, . T
«directed flie Acting Resident, Captain Phillips, D:S.0.,"t¢
informn the Emiir that I could no loriger tolerate, the state of
passive. resistarice ‘whigh, sitice the news from Sokoto had'be=
-come alifiost opei hostility. 'T demanded that the sight rings
loader's should’ bi.'survendered, that & sMall portion' of the
wall of the fown (as ot Kano) showld bé demolished, and that 4]

arms shoiild'be giveii tip.' Tinstriicted thé Resident alse o’ tell

ithe Emir secretly that if he personally desired to maintaf
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friendly relations, but was unable .fo..overrule his. followeus,.
he could find asylum,.at the: fort.or even :al Katagum, and I

would reinstate; him later. He was to be :given twenty-four

hours for consideration .of this umltimatum, The reply iwas,

however,.givei.at-onge. . It was to the effect that if we wished

to arrest these-men e must come.and do it ourselves;, and the

messenger was struck in the face—a supreme insuly from a

Fulani. On receipt of this reply the Commandant seized one-
of the gates, and marched his troops into. the large open space

which intervenes between the walls and the inhabited part of

the City. He found the Emir and his chiefs prepared for

£ghting, but sent three messages to give them an opportunity-
of re-considering their decision. He also proclaimed that all
non-combatants. were free to pass round the flanks of the force-
and remain.in safety outside the walls. Large numbers,.did; so,

and the loyal chiefs: were protected at the fort. The Imir and

his: fighling. men charged the troops :o1n horseback .and were

repulsed, and after five hours’ street fighting the Tmir’s walled

citadel was captured. Here he and three of his sons, with

their retainers, made & gallant stand and died fighting, Of

the- eight ringleaders whose surrender had been demanded, six.
were killed and one captured. All possible precautions were

made to prevent looting and to save the city from damagc, and
these proved most effectual. The Resideit reports: that “ the-
whole force was out of the town by 4.46 p.m. All women and

children returned to their homes, and the few who ran away

from the town either before or during thé operations were-
quietly returning in the evening. The following morning the-
town resumed its usual aspect, and the markets werve well' at-~
tended.”

41. The rightful heir was the Chiroma, and this man had
always been friendly and opposed to the policy of the war
party. After careful enquiry the Resident found that it was-
the universal wish of the people that he should succeed' his-
father, and he was consequently installed on probation. Both
he and the Galadima are very intelligent men, who had done
their utmost to persuade the Xmir, but they stated that he was.
entirely dominated by the head slaves (who had summoned.
their towns to fight, though but few obeyed the call), and that
no peaceful solittion of the difficulty had been possible iir these -
circumstances. The offices of the war chiefs were abolished,
and 150 yards of the wall were levelled. Hadeija had exerted
a bad influence in the north-east of the Protectorate, where, as:
is natural with these people, leniency and patience had been
mistaken for fear, and it was supposed that we dare not fight...
The signal and complete victory not only put an end {o this,
but its effect will be far-reaching, and will tend to check-
Mahdist propaganda in the Tast, as the affair at Sath{ju will in.

the west. i ;

s
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42: Tollowing theé fall of Hadeija, s detachinent of trodps
"was sent to the Northern frontiel, where the Frefich had asked
'me to- tike whatever action I considered necessary to -put an
«end to'tlie chaos and iiiter-tribal wir which continued in the
«debatable area beétweeir British and French'iérritory. Bauri
was réportéd to havé -dttacked the native agent in charge of
-the district, and to have killed' 25 of his followers. Dingaas:
attacked Mdlwa ‘and killed its -chief and ‘12 people, while
Bilinari 'had been at chionic wa¥ ' with' Machena. The
chiefs who had caused these disturbances were arrested, and
105 illegal arms of precision were destroyed.  The chief of
Bauri fled' to the north. : L

43. The native courts at Kano and Katsena have done ex-
stremely good work, but the Resident reports that elsewhere
with the existing staff it is impossible to supervise them ade-
quately and to obtain any returns. He has, therefore, so far
«deferred establishing them. In the Provinéial :¢ourt.196 cases
were . tried; as against 192 the previous'year. . The averdge
‘number of prisoners in the gaol at Kano was 40 and at Hadeija
18, the values of the prison work being, respectively about £120.
and £60. At Katsena the avérage is:about tthrée. The police-
of 'Kano were exceptionally efficient; but as there wis no
‘District- Superintendent for:seven:months much of the progress
‘made has been lost: ' . : S

44. Slave-dealing it any publi¢ form. is wholly dead, but
‘kidnapping of women and children on the frontiers—and prob-,
:ably the purchiase of a few of the latter by traders, who declare
‘them to be theit own—still continnes, and will do so for many
years. . The peasantry are great offenders in this matter, and 1t
Is niot yet.quite safe for wothen to tiavel alone.  Iifteen slaves
were set freo by order of the Provincial Court, and iany more

by self-redemptioni or manumission. through the N ative Colrts,

- 45, Mhe health of Europeans: at Kano has ‘been bad. 'Four
cases of Blackwater and:one death from cerebro-spinalmening-
itis have-occurred during ‘the year., ‘Of the lattér diseasé there:
-was-a torrible epidemic in February and March; and hundreds
-of natives died in the city: *The illhealth of the Buropeans
is attributable to the lack of any proper housing. The im-
provemient in-the road and the organization of cart transport
will enable me to make an improvement next year, and to bring.
up some of the necessary material. The water supply at the
site it Gezi (which I determined to' occupy'and test for 4 year)
has:proved - fully adequate, and: I hope ‘soon 'to'erect permarnent
houses thers, and to constitute it'a .cantonment. Hadeija .and:
Katagum, though' the :climaté is good; have for 'the :same
reason. proved: unhealthy.  Native: dispensaries' have been
-opened ‘at'both; but so’ far with véry mengre results: ‘The-hars.
vest this year was. exceptionally good, -and the faniine i§ now;
T hope; over. " Over 500 miles 6f roads were cleared. =~
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46. During 1905 the Government only took ‘one-quarter share-
of “the revenue instead of one-half, leaving three-quarters to:
the Emir, because it was found impossible without a cheap
means of transport to realise even what was: received, and
upwards of £5,000 worth of .cowries, were carried forward un-
realised at the close of the financial year. It is, however, a-
good sign that the Resident reports an increasing demand for-
silver. The total revenue of the province paid into-the Trea-
SUry for the year 19045 was £14,491, as agamst £5,413 in the-
prevmus year:

Notes by Mr. Cargill regarding trade will-be :Eound undei the-
section “ Trade.”

BornNv.

47. Bornu (like Sokoto and Kano) is«a “ double province,”"
under a Resident ©of the First Class, Mr. Hewby. The annuals
report is submitted by MaJor MecClintock; D.S:0. (Second
Class), who has acted -in charge of the province for the-
latter half .of the year.-  The preliminary asséssment
was fixed by Mr. Hewby in the early part «of -the-
year. In this first year Government :only took  a. quarter-
of the proceeds, but next year the revenue -will receive-
the usual moiety. The assessment, says Major McClintock,.

“seems very fair and accurate, and affords a_good basis ‘to-
work on. The dlstrlcts of Marghi and Ngiiyu have not been
assessed, as yet. The. total tax amounts to £18,040, of which
Government réceives £10,000 (mcludmg the Pagan tnbute)
Every AJla (dlstnct headman) is resndent in s own district,
and these men have proyed most useful in dealing with cases.
and préventing crime. They will bé even more so when the-
systeth has béen longer in opération, and each Ajia csn be-
trusted with a native court. .Their fault:is that they love ‘to
make a show beyond. their means, and Leep too many followers
and, horses; and this leads to extortion, from_the ‘peasantry:
To-clieck this the legal assessment is ‘being proclaimed in every.-
village by a native Mallam, accompanied’ by’ a. Government
courier, and the pedple.are notified that nofurther. sum.may be-
demanded. Correct corn measurés thave also been ussued to
prevent false: ones bemg used: for.extortion:.

- 48. The Beddi fcnbe in West Bornu refused to obey their-
chief .at Gorgoram, an exceptionally mtelhgent and: well-dis-
posed aniam, or to pay the-small taxes imposed: ipon them. The:
consequent enpedltmn through their: «country has +had anexcel--
lent éffect.” It-s in my opinion of gredt 1mportance ito. compel
an uneivilised! tmbe {0 -obey the crders.of its pardmeunt’ ohlef
when thatchief isia man ‘of intélligence and character who .is
worthy of support. This-is the first steprin transition from. tlic
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sirresponsible lawlessness of the individual savage to the for-
-mation-of an organised community, ruled by law and respon-
sible for the conduct of its members through its chief to the
Administration. Other small coercive patrols entered the Fika
-and the Marghi districts to put a 'stop to highway robbery,
-murder, and violence, and -compel compliance with orders.
The Marghis, I regret to- say, though quiescent for a time,
appear to be again resuming their old habits. The Chibbuk sec-
tion sent a deputation to the Resident at Kuka in February—a
hitherto unprecedented act—but I fear that their plundering
propensities will have to be checked by force. With this ex-
-ception..there appears to be no-cause to anticipate -any further
nieed' for coercion in Bornu. The mounted infantry company
which has been stationed at the headquarters of West Bornu
‘(Dumjeri) has effectively dealt with several raiding parties of
Tubus from French territory; and the French themselves. have
of late also taken some dction, but the raids have not yet
-ceased. These murderous bandits; whose raids.I have described
in former reports, are all mounted, and ‘siiddenly appear in a
peaceful village in British territory, killing men, capturing
-cattle, and carrying off women. A party of six soldiers were
in the important town of Yo, when it was raided by a'band of
200 or 300 Tubus during the absence of the Kachella at Kuka
-at the Ramadan festival. The soldiers fouight for two hours,
killing many of the Tubus and losing ore of their number.
They eventually drove off the énemy, and saved the town from
-destruction. These various operations are déscribed in para-
graph 221.

49. There appears to be a recrudescence of Senussism in the
JFrench téiritory east-and north-east of Chad, and much unrest
has been-caused by the French operations towards Wadai, but
the scene of these events is too distant from Nigeria to have

_.any appreciable éffect in Bornu.

" 50. There is a very active slave trade through Bornu, hun-
.dreds of slaves being bought in the markets .of Dikwa and
Mandara and conveyed across British Bornu for sale at
Kabi. Increasingly heéavy sentences have been passed: upon
the slave traders' who have been captured, and every possible
«effort has been miade (in which the Ajias of the districts are
-as$isting)to put a stop to this traffic, and as many as 174 slaves
were freed in the first quarter of 1906. The Freed Slaves Home
in Bornu is overcrowded with liberated children and has been
.enlarged, and it has now been found iecessary to start a freed
slaves’ village. for adults as well (paragraph 109). The profits
oh the trade are so large that I fear it will continue, in spite
.0f our efforts and.the risks now incurred, uiless the Germans
and French will co-operate by closmg the slave markets. The
.caravans travel (through Bornu) only by night and along bush
spaths, They are chiofly composed of Mangas. ‘On oiie
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occasion the traders killéd a police constable and three Shuwas-
who were assisting him. The slaves freed are chiefiy of the
véry lowest type of cannibals.

51. Seven -cases of murder, 34 of robbery and theft, 10 of
extortion, 32 of slave-trading, and 99 others have been dealt
with in the courts. Great confidence is shown in the Resident’s:
decisions. It has been found difficult to deal with the smug-
gling of Manga salt, but £1,000.has been realised in Customs on
the frontiers of Bornu The native courts deal with a very
large number of cases, and are useful, but are still unreliabler
and prone. to venality: The roads in the province are excellent
for pack animals;, but much loss has been sustained from lung-
sickness among the -Government oxen. Carts have now been
sent to Bornd,.and will be brought into use in the coming, year
for the transport of telegraph material from the Gongola River.
The heavy sand .in:some districts will, however; militate against
-draught transport: Wells have been dug on waterless stretches-
with excellent results. .

52. The. ramfall this year was excephonall\ woocl 25 inches
being. registered- at Maifoni. The Harmattan wmd was less:
severe than. usual in the north. The temporary ‘mud_houges:
erected for the staff have been a failure;, but I trust thfxt the:
_careful orgamzatmn of the canoe transport by the Benue and
Gongola rivers, supplemented by carts in Bornu, will enable
me to send bmldmg matérial for permanent houses as Soon as
the telegraph is completed. This will improve the health and
comfort of the staff. There was an epidemic of small-pox early
in 1906, 260 deaths occurring in.one village near Maifoni. The:
native disipensary,,k which was stocked with.drugs at the Shehus:
0WN ekpelise; is. regardéd- as a; great. Boon by the. people..

53. The general increase in prosperlty Seems 1o be majn-
tained, and the Sala Leya (ram sacrifice) in February, 1905,
-1s feported: to- have been the greatest gathering since 1893,
spies being present, according to_the Shehu, from Zmder,
,Baghermi..and other, countries, o witness' and report on his
. prosperity.  Mr:. Vischer also, reports from Tmpoh, that the
statements ‘of persons. arriving from Bornu of the “quiet and
prosperous state of the country have had a. great effect on the
Sudanese oommumty, and many propose to accompany him
across. the .désert: back to Bornu. The western half of Kuka
City is being slowly rebuilt, Relations with the Germans have,
I am glad to say, become more cordial since a temporary
agreement regardmg the frontier was made on May 22nd,. and
as so0n .as a final  decision -on this question shall have been
reached in Burope from the m:ﬁormatlon and surveys of the
Joint Commission, I hQI)e that this chronic cause of frmtlon
will he Temoved, . The headquarters of the whole of Adam-
.awa.and Chad, Admlmstratmn has mow been ﬁ\ed at Garua,
nestr Yola, under the name of ¢ “Kaiserliche Residentur Adani-
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awa Bornu,” to which the officials at Dikwa aid Kusuri are
subordinate. ‘ .

" 54. In spite of the seveérity of our law against slave-dealing,
and in spite of the taxation, thereé has beén a * continual
stream;” of immigration from German Bornu to British terri-
tory, culminating in the airival of the widow and family of
Fad-el-Allah (Rabeh’s son) and of Shehu Sanda, the Chief of
Dikwa aiid of ‘German Bornu, who has given so much troible
on ‘the frontier. It appears that he had “béen in the habit
of having anyone killed whom he did not'caré for, and of giv-
ing out that it was done by the German Resident’s orders.”
When eveiitually this was discoveréd, he fled to escape airest.
I do not propose to offer asylim to this scoundrel, Many
Shuwa nomads fromi German, and pastoral Fulani from
Fr’énch territory have migrated into British Borhu.

Zaria.

. 85. Gaptain Orr, Resident of the Zaria Province, reporty
that ‘the Emit and people bégin to_grasp the principles of the
policy of the Administration; and to gain confidence in it.
Tt is customary for the different Emirs to- address their people
at the great mieeting of ‘the Salla festival, and the Emir then
took occasion to impress upon them “ the necessity of obeying
the Government :with loyalty, and that the headmen should
refrain from acts of oppression . . . . I am glad to say
(2dds the Residetit); that the past year has increased my confi-
dence in the Emir, and I have been ablé to leave many things
to him which I'should ceflainly have hesitated to do two years
ago.” In March, 1906, the Junior Resident reports on the
very marked advance he had ébserved in the course of am
extended tour in the cordiality and co-operation shown by the
district headmen; which he attributes to the influence of the
Emir. One remiarked thdt the Emir had told him to listen to
the Resident “because his words are my words,” and all are
beginning to realise that the British and Native Administra-
tions’are not antagonistic; but are, in fact, parts-of one whole.
To bring about the recognition of this principle has been the
aim of the Government since its inauguration. The loyalty.
of the Emir found significant expression at the time of the
Sokoto reverse, when it was uncertain whether the wave of
fanaticism might not sweep over the province. He showed
himself thoroughly loyal, and more cordial than ever before,
and took occasion publicly to declare that he meant in all
events to stand by his oath of loyalty. This is the more strik-
ing because of the exceptional demands made upon this
province (through which: the main road passes, and in which:
the head-quarters of the Administration is situated) at a time
of famine and difficulty (vide paragraph 59).
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56.. The main work of the year has, of course, been the new
assessment, and Captain Orr is able to report that this great
task has been completed in the Mohammedan part of the pro-
vince, and will, in future,-only need correcting as new circum-
stances come to light. Thefarming of innumerable petty taxes
has been abolished, and in accordance with thie system sketched
In my last report, they have been consolidated in the General
Tax collected by the village headmen. The pre-existing assess:
ment, which Captain Orr describes as “ extraordinarily falr,
has practlcally been accepted for the Hausa towns after ascer-
taining that it was just, and acceptable to the community. It
has niot yet beéen found possﬂ)le to entirely abolish the Jakadas
(collectors), nor has any attempt yet heen made to divide the
Zaria Emirate into distriets for taxation purposes, but the way is
prepared, and the Emir and chiefs have begun to grasp the
object in view, so that the Resident apprehends no difficulty in
carrying out this measure of decentralization and reform. In
the Pagan areas which form so large a part of this province,
districts have ‘been created, and the great increase in prosper-
ity will admit of a new 'tssessment on a slightly higher scale.
This has had to be deferred. owing to the paucity of the staff.
The Emir has proved invaluable as an intermediary, and he
converts the Government share of the taxes paid to him into
cash, keeping a current account of all receipts and payments.
The realization of the balance paid in kind—especially the
Jangali or cattle tax—has as elsewhere been a source of great
difficulty, involving extra work for the staff. The making of
roads. for cart transport, and above all, of a tramway, will do

- away with this difficulty.

57. There are only two caravan toll stations in the province,
and in spite of increased evasion, due to the security of by-
roads, and the diffusion of trade resulting from inéreased pros-
perity, the volume of trade which has paid tolls shows a steady
increase. In 1903-04 £3,419 was received; in 1904-05 £5,486,
and in 1905-06 £5,891. The Pagan tribes have been enoouraged
to sell their :upphes and produce to traders, and so to obtain
cowries and cash for the payment of their taxes. Hitherto they
have been shy of doing so, owing to centuries of slave raiding
and warfare. The system of tolls, and the desire of caravans
to evade them by using by-paths has thus had an indirect
advantage in opening up Pagan areas to trade, and spreading
a knowledge of Government methods. The village markets dre
reported to be “ far more busy and crowded than they had ever
been kpown before.” The total revenue for 1903:1904 was
£4,151, and for 1904-1905 £6,675, an increase of £2,524, In.
the current year £7,682 has been reahsed a further increase of’
£1,007. The staff of the province became greatly reduced
towards the close of the year, consisting at one time of the
Resident himself only. I trust that this may never recur.

58. Although the province contains some turbulent tribes,
no disturbance mecessitating ithe use of force occurred during
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the year: At Kuta only was it-necessary forcibly to arrest the.
Yerima, who, on the:death of the old chief, had seized his-place
and defied the Government. ‘This is the largést town of the
great Gwari tribe, but the arrest was effected without disturb--
ance. Katchia, which for so. many years has been mnotorious
for the plundering of caravans, remained well behaved, owing
to the presence of a-small detachment under an officer. Troops
were dlso for a short time quartered at Paiko, not on account
of any crime or trouble, but in order to bring the people into
touch, to popularise the use of coin, and to encourage the
Gwaris to bring their produceé to. the Zungeru market, and
extend their area of cultivation. The experiment has proved
successful, ‘

59. Tn the edrly part of the year the effects of the famine
wore severely felt, and it was found very difficiilt to subsist
the troops and the mounted infantry horses. There was, at
one time, considerable hunger, .ahd the- Government demand
for absolutely necessary supplies, and for labour for the road
and transport, evén though fairly paid for, inevitably increased
this, and led to some sullen discontent, which was augmented
by the desértion of slaves, and the inadequate amount of land
under food crops. The entive failire of supplies on the
Zungern-Zaria main road -caused especial difficulty, but the
excellent harvest of 19056 has compensated for The scarcity of
the two previous years. Since Zaria is not a grain-producing
province ‘(its main crop is cotton), and owing to the presence
of tsetse fly, which theé résearches of Captain Carr, A.V.D.,
proved to have caused ‘the death of miany of thé horses, I moved
the headquarters of the mounted infantry in May to Kano.
This greatly relieved the pressure at Zaria, and brought the
mounted infantry into closer touch with their detachments on
the north frontier, At the same time the site of the civil
station. was abandoned, and Dandua, which had been occupied
by the mounted infantry to test its salubrity, and which had
proved much more healthy, was finally selected in accordance
with my decision after my personal visit in January (see Report
1904).as the civil and military station. . Until it is possible to
build proper houses those evacuated by the mounted infantry
will suffice for immediate needs. There is abundant and good
water.

60. The duties of the police in supplying escorts for specie
and prisoners in transit through so central a province, in. which
moreover road making and telegraph construction have been
energétically pushed. forward during the yedr, have heeh very
onerous, “and- the detachment has now been increased. There
is :as yet no propér gaol, though the number of prisoners in
transit to the convict prison at Zungeru has raised the average
number to 15.3. I hope it may be possible to construct this
most necéssary accommodation at an early date, The Resident
reports that crimes of violence, especially highway robbery,
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are becoming less and less frequent; with a consequent access of
confidence to traders. The native courts have proved eflicient
in dealing with civil actions ‘between matives and with the
lesser forms.of ecrime. Four new courts have been established.

- That at Zaria i§ especially reliable, and renders careful returns.
Arrests are easily effected through the agency of the native
Administration. The provincial court tried 100 cases (84
convictions) during the year, and 267 were tried by the native
courts (Zaria; 153).

61. The health of the British staff has been very indiffereiit
during the year, and two political officers were invalidéd. The
ill-health is ascribed to “over-work, insanitary dwellings, and
absence of proper food, due to difficulties 6f transport.” 'The
sanctioned increase in the staff will, I hope, remedy the first
of these causes, and the greatly improved communications due
to the concentration of effort on the Zungeru-Zaria Road, and
the organization of the transport department, which I have
described elsewhere (Section V1. and paragraph 183) will, 1
trust, admit of the conveyance of the necessary building
material next year for the erecting of proper houses, and the
despatch of necessary stores. Until the transport department
was organised on an effective basis towards the close of the
year, the difficulties of supplying food along this main artery
of the Protectorate were enormous, and the demands upon the
villagers, -even though fully paid for, together with the looting
and theft by carriers, led to the desertion of their villages by
the natives. Zaria suffered during the dry season from an out-
break of cerebro-spinal meningitis (vide paragraph 197) which
ceased when the rains broke.

62. In spite of the fact that the policy of Government with
regard to the cmancipation of domestic slaves has been
to make the transition as gradual as possible, there
is naturally still some bitterness felt by owners regard-
ing the desertion of their slaves, and the refusal of the
Government to compel their return or to compensate the
owners. The Resident has -encouraged redemption in the
native courts, the majority availing themselves of this facility
being women whose freedom was purchased by intending
husbands. One hundred and six were freed during the year,
of which 57 were before the native court, and 10 only by order
of the provincial court, 19 by self redemption, and 13. by
voluntary manumission; in some cases slaves have simply
asserted their freedom without running away.

63. The Resident reports that silver coinage has much in-
creased in popularity, especially sinee the institution of toll
dues, and a portion of the tribute must be paid in coin.
Copper has also been in demand, but will be superseded by
the new white metdl currency. Cowries exchange at double
the rate (1s.=2,500) in the north of the province to what they
fetch in the south (1,200=1s.). It will be an. enormous hoon
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when the cowrie i¢-ousted by thé new subsidiary coinage; which '
it is' proposed shortly to:introdice. ) o

. 64, The province has now beeh diyided into thiee adminis-

trative divisions, viz;, the Hausa or Mohammedan part of the

Zaria Emirate, Katchia, and Wushishi. The country between

the Kaduna and Gurara will later form a fourth. Each will

be under an Assistant Resident, and colprise a varying,
number of “districts” under headmen. '

Bavcui.

65. The Resident, Mr. Temple, reports that the effects of
the famine continuved till June, 1905, but the crops this
yéar ‘have been extremely good. In consequence the unrest
which threateved in the Ningi, Duguri, Kanam and
Kantana districts has given place. to general quiet.
The Emir ‘of Bauchi and his chiefs have given * the
most loyal co-operation in every way,” but the Emir
of Gombe. has beén somewhat remiiss. The province out-
side the spliere of these two Emirates is peopled by a great
diversity of Pagan tribes, some of whom are still in the
cannibal stage, and océupy inaccessible fastnesses in the hills.
Great progréss has, however, been made by Mr. Teinple in the
organization. The piovince is divided into 13 districts each
under a headman—formerly one of the large fief-holders—who
now resides in his district. The general tax is shared equally
between the Government and the Native Administration, the
latter share' being divided between the Emir, the distriet and
the village heads in ‘accordance with the scheme I described
in my last réport. The district heads visit the capital twice a
year at festival times, and the Emir thus maintains his touch
with them: The policy of creating homologous or entirely
self-contained districts in which all the people ackhowledge the
headman as their-chief (which for brevity I have called “re-
distribution ” in this report) has been particularly difficult to
effect in this province, and for the present at any rate has not
been attempted. I'he reason is that throughout Bauchi there
are a very large number of Fulani who are constituted in ¢lans,
and own allegiance énly to the head of their clan, and not to
the territorial chief. The heads of these clans are permitted
for the present to reside at the capital, and are held responsible
for the taxes of their peaple. '

66. An immense amount of work has been done in respect
of the Jangali tax, and with the co-operation of the Emir and
chiefs 27,308 cattle have been registered with their rugas and
collectors. The tax is 1s. pér head, and all cattle are included
which belong to the semi-nomadic Fulani' (as well as those
exclusively nomad). The semi-nomads, who own land and
cultivate also, paj the .general tax to their district headman.
The total (Jangali) tax amounts to £1;848, of which Govern-
ment takes £942. The old taxes on smiths, weavers, cloth-
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beaters, and dyers amount respectively to £115 10s., £55.9s.,
£18 and £255. (Total, £444, Government share, £222.) They
have been separately collected but it is intended that-next year
they shall be merged in the general tax. The land tax com-
prises the following old taxes, Baban Salla; Katami ‘Salla,
Zakka, and Kurdin Kasa or Baban Gandu. It is assessed partly
in grain and partly in cowries or cash with the option of paying
altogether in either. Bach village is assessed according fo its
wealth, and after the most carefal enquiries from the head-
man, fet- holder, jakada and Emir. Kach district headman
has been given a list of his towns with their authorised assess-
ment, which in most cases has been read out to the willage
heads Its existence is well known to all, and any village can
at any time ask to see 11: and if refused can appeal to the
Resident, 7The incidence of this tax is very moderate. Jaka-
das. (tax collectors) have not as yet been éntirely abolished, but
this I hope may soon be effected. The assessment of the Gombe
Emirate is not quite complete. The total will be about £850

. {of which Governmeént takes £400) in addition to £195 (£97 1o
Government) for the jangali on herds which have so far been
registered. Ningi is divided into four sub-districts, and
Kanam-Duguri into two. Dass pays direct to Goyernment, as
it has been found impossible to unite it ‘under oné head. Much
progress is visible, and the people now bring their dispites to
the Bauchi Native Court.

Kibyen, Jengre-Jos, and Sura are wild tribes, which have
only lately been brought under any kind of control by the
patrols which opened up the direct route from Keffi to the tin
mines. They have been in part assessed. The village head-
men retain 10 per cent. as usual in the Pagan districts, and
the remainder is paid to Government. The Hill Jarawa, Tan-
gale, Hill Angass, Rukaba and Kwoll natlves are as yet
practically untouched:

67. These results are, I think, highly satisfactory in the
first year, in so difficult a province, and it is due to the
extreme patience and tact of the Resident and his staff that
the general principles of the new system have been thus intro-
duced into a large portion of the undivilised: anid savage ‘tribes
without recourse to force. Much of the tribute this year (1905)
was remitted on account of the -famine.

68. A new station was opéned in June at Bukuru, on thé
road between Keffi and the tin mines, in order fo get into
peaceful touch with the Pagans, .and avoid further disturb-
ances on this route. There was some recrudescence of the
slave trade in Bauchi in 1905, which was directly due to the
famine in the eastern districts. In many cases all the seed
corn had been eaten, and the people preférred to sell thém-
selves as slaves rather than starve as freemen. The majority
belonged to the fierce cannibal tribe of the Tangale; to whom
slave traders have no access. A number of the traders were
convicted in the courts, and the slaves freed and subsisted.
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It is probable that those who escaped the .vigilance of the.
Admmlstratmn will desert then masters when. the famine is
over. A similar occurrence.is said to have taken place 10 years.
ago, when the entire Angass tribe sold themselves into slavery,
but with the-advent.of British rule they deserted their masters
and returned, and the Angass Hills are.now thickly populated..
I hope that as these tribes are gradually brought under ‘admin-
istrative. control—even: though in some cases the use of force
may be involved—these recurrent famines and consequent de-
population by starvation and slavery may wholly cease.. The
introduction of new food: plants; and of better modes of culti-
vation, the access to. markets at present closed to them, where
food may be bought in exchange for silvan. products of com-
mercial value, the inauguration of industrial missions, and
finally, in extreme cases, the direct assmtance of Government,

are ibenefits which it is worth while to acquire at the cost of
a light taxation, and the obhgatlon to- cease from outrages and
war. So-called “punitive” expeditions, which leave behind
them only the memories-of a raid and bloodshed, are detestable
from the point of view of The Administrator, but the protection
of peaceful tribes from wanton aggression, and the introduction
of the 'benefits of civilization by permanent occupation are
objects which justify recourse to force when other methods have
failed, and in these conditions only can the Governinent of
Northern Nigeria be accused of taking the initiative in coerc-
ing Pagan tribes.

69. The questmn of domestic slavery was one which gave rise
to some.difficulty in past years in this province. On this subject
the Resident furnishes a most satisfactory report. There are
now no complaints of ill-treatment on the part of slaves, while
the masters no longer complain of desertion, and a satisfactory
modus vivends appears to have been reached which will, I hope,
centinue during the transition period till free labour replaces
alave labour. The statistics which, however, are not very reli-
able for past years, show a total of 113 s]aves freed prior to -
1405, and of 191 during 1905—of which 61 were voluntary -acts
by owners or native courts. Much progress has been made
in the compilation of the record books of the province, and
these contain not only the assessment and detailed information
regarding each village entered up, but also a mass of historical,
geographical and ethnological data.

70. One hundred and fifty-four cases (176 persons) were tried
in the provincial court during the year as against 59 cases (78
persons) the year before. This does not denote an increase of
crime, but merely a more effective administration. The average
number of prisoners at headquarters was 50 to 60. Personation
and extortion—the worst of all crimes—is reported to be de-
creaging, arrests were generally effected through the Native
Administration in the Bauchi BEmirate, and force has never
been mecessary. Three new native couits, in addition to the
three existing, have been opéned. The number of cases in
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which sldaves purchased their freedom and were formally
liberated by the Alkali-is a noticeable feature. - The Bauchi
Court heard 387 cases as against 92 only in 1904, o

71. The staff has varied between three and four during the
year, and the general health has been good. An epidemic of
cerebro-spinal meningitis carried off large numbers of matives
in Bauchi City at the beginning of the year. Many cases were
treated, but the native dispensary is only a moderate success.
The garrison from Gujba in Bornu was moved to Nafada on
the Gongola in the beginning of the. year, in order to control
the fanatical Burmi district. The work of assessment has to
some extent interfered with road making. The people are
beginning to show an appreciation of coin currency.

72. I have elsewhere described the various occasions upon
which it became necessary during the year to employ coercive
measures in this provinece in which there .is so large a popula-
tion of purely savage, and in most instances, cannibal; tribes.
By the Sura and Kibyen opposition was offered to the parties
proceeding from Keffi to the tin mines. At Ziggam a band of
robbers who had made many raids had to be coerced. Mia was
fined for similar raids, and the two ringleaders arrested withs=
out opposition. Forum murdered two friendly natives, and
sent an Insulting message, and was attacked. Very friendly
relations have since been established. Kwoll attacked the
Ngell tribe, which since their fight in November, 1904, have

* been very friendly. The Ngell people were rescued, and Kwoll
paid a fine and submitted. Finally, an unfortunate occurrence
precipitated war with the Rukaba tribe, the fiercest and most
powerful cannibal tribe in the western district. The Resident
had been at great pains to get into friendly relations with these
people, and had succeeded beyond his expectations, when a
convoy carrying stores to the mining camp, which had lost its
way, arrived in the Rukaba country. It was under the charge
of a native clerk, who, disregarding the Resident’s orders,
camped in a village. A quarrel arose, and eight of the carriers
and two women were killed, and the whole tribe “ went on the
war path,” compelling the Resident; who was close by, to take
reprisals, and nullifying the friendly relations he had already
achieved. This tribe are difficult to get in touch with since
they kill messengers at sight, and are head hunters and canni-
Dals. In April of the present year the Hon. O. Howard, Acting
Resident, was compelled "to take .action against the Angass
tribe, who were warned 2} years ago that they must desist
from raiding and plundering their peaceful neighbours, .the
Jarawa and Seiswa. Subsequent warnings have also proved
unavailing, and of late the Angass have extended the area of
their lawless raids, and seized cattle and killed the owners.
Trade routes were closed, and a neighbouring tribe seeing that
the Angass could flout the Resident’s injunctions with impunity,
had begun to follow their example. A small .expedition,
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accompanied by the Resident and the district headman, there-
fore, proceeded to Angass, settling en route the assessment. of
the Jarawa, who, under their newly-appointed headman, are
contented, and have nearly doubled their population by the
advent of tribesmen from other districts. Wussele and Wokos,
the two towns which had been chiefly guilty of the raiding,
were punished; they are situated in inaccessible positions on
a plateau over 5,000 feet high. Many other towns were visited
and assessed, and a large extent of country brought under
control with' very little recourse to force, and thé authority of
the loyal and intelligent chief of Kanna, over-lord of the

" distrigt, was established. The troops as usual are reported by
the Resident as having behaved with “ perfect discipline,” and
not a single case of looting occurred. -

73. The genéral situation in this province is that since in
every direction there are quarrels and ancient feuds and
jealousies between different tribes, peace and good order are
only maintained by the presence of our garrisons. Their with-
drawal would be the signal for internecine warfare in every
direction, in comparison to which the occasional coercive or
police measures necessary to preserve order cannot rightly be
regarded as oppressive or unnecessary. The Hon. 0. Howard,
acting Resident of the province, reports in March, 1906, that
the city of Bauchi is increasing in population, and is very
prosperous. This is particularly satisfactory, for this town was
formerly a great slave mart, and its prosperity had declined
with the abolition of slave trading. Legitimate trade is now
increasing.

74. The new route to Western Bauchi and the tin mines
(the developmert of which is described in paragraph 126)
was opened up. during the year. It starts from Loko, on the
Benue, which is only 110 miles from Lokoja, and is, therefore,
much more accessible than Ibi (300 miles) or Amar (390 miles),
which were the former ports for the route vii ‘Wase, viz., 14
days instead of 27. It traverses tlie Nassarawa province, pass-
ing through the headquarters at Keffi and thence to Darroro,
thence it ascends the Assab, Sura, or Kibyen plateau. This
extensive plateau is well watered, with a “ surprisingly fertile »
soil, is peopled by agricultural Pagans, and has a general
elevation of at least 3,800 feet. A sturdy class of hill pony is
bred by these Pagans, who, though at present mostly canni-
bals, are manly, straight-forward and industrious. It is pro-
bable that this district may have a great future as a local
sanatorium, not only for Northern Nigeria, but for the Coast
Administrations, when the road which is now being begun to
the tin mines is completed. If, indeed, the mines fulfil the
expectations formed of them, it is probable that it may be
worth while to supplement the road by a tramway for the
export of minerals, and of the rubber of Nassarawa., Such a
tramway would cross the plateau, and give rapid access to
these healthy uplands.
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75. The station of Bukuru was opened there in June, 1905.
" It is probable that a great part of this favoured district will
be found to be rich in tin ore, which has already been dis-
cevered at Ngell and Kwoll. The whole country is densely
populated and splendidly cultivated. The Kibyen tribe alone
are estimated at 70,000 to 100,000. I am informed that there
are no great difficulties in the making of this road, but the
gradients have not as yet been accuratély deterinined. The
temperature in the dry season is stated to rarely exceed 85°
and in November and December it falls below freezing point.
The Sura tribe, who inhabit a great part of this plateau, have
apparently never been conquered, and, though cannibals, their
model villages, roads, hedges, and iwonderful cultivation
are in advance of perhaps any other in the Protectorate. The
Ngell and Kwoll are also fine tribes, but the Kibyen, who are
not cannibals, are described as little better than apes.

76. In my report for 1904 I gave a brief resumé of the
history and of some of the main geographical and ethrnolo-
gical .characteristics of each province: In the case of Bauchi
these were omitted, but Mr. Temple has since submitted an
unusually full and interesting report on these matters, which
I regret I can only find space to very briefly summarise. Prior
to 1792 Moslem missionaries from Bornu had established them-
selves in the province. There were five centres of Govern-
ment, and probably a very effective system of administra-
tion (which the Fulani later inherited) had been set up: The
people lived in walled towns, and armies with mounted men
clad in cotton armour were maintained. Yakubu, the “pro-
phet, priest, and king ” of this part of the Protectorate, was
born in 1753, and for 21 years studied under Dan Fodio; who
selected him as one of his 12 flag bearers (though he alone of
the number was not a Fulani) when he bsgan to preach his
jihad in 1792. Yakubu, with some 200 followers on foot,
armed with bows, challenged the more pretentious armies of
the Pagans, and for eight years carried on a series of unbroken
conquests with his 15 leaders,—the ancestors of the existing
fief-holders. Bauchi city was founded in 1809, and he extended
his conquests far south of the Benue to Wukari, and also to
Lafia " in the Nassarawa province. Hé drove back an army
from Bornu, and defeated Baba Yero, who bore Dan Fodio’s
flag, in Gombe, and who had crossed the Gongola. He was
checked only by the invincible Sura Pagans on their sturdy
ponies. He-died in 1832, and was succeedéd by Ibrahim, dur-
ing whose reign of 36 years the Ningi, Duguri, Kanam, and
Jarawa revolted. Osuman, his successor, reigned only six
years, during which a fierce civil war raged with his rival
Hallilu, from the effects of which Bauchi city has never
recovered. On his deposition by Sokoto, Umaru became king.
His rule was troubled by the rise of the fanatical preacher
Jibrella, whom a coalition of Bauchi, Gombe, Hadeija, and
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Katagum failed to- conquer. In 1900 the large town of Gua-
ram. protested against the enslaving of its people. Its chief
- was captured by the basest treachery; and Umarw’s tyranny
reached its climax in the sack of "that town and the cold-
blooded butchery of its inhabitants. In February, 1902, I
sent an expedition to Bornu through Bauchi., Umaru, after
16 years of misrule, was deposed, and sent to live in Illorin,
where he died last year, the Guaram captives were released,
and Mahamadu, grandson of Yakubu, was installed as Emir.
(Vide Report for 1902, paragraph 2, et seq.). He only lived
for a year, and was succeeded by Hassan, the present Emir.

77. Meanwhile in Gombe Baba Yero, who also had studied
under Dan Fodio, bore the flag of the Jihad, and extended his
conquests as far as Adamawa and Muri, After.a reign of 38
years he was succeeded by Koiranga, who ruled for 40 years,
during which time many of the.Pagans revolted. He was
followed by Abdul Kaderi (seven years), Hassan (six yeaxs),
Tukkur (three years), Umaru (16 years), who was deposed by
Government and succeeded by Mahamadu, who died in 1903,
and was followed by Hassan, the present Emir. The later
Bmirs were engrossed in defending their territories against
the encroachmeénts of Jibrella, who for 15 years carried on a
career of conquest, and in 1902 threatened the capital of Gombe
itself, He was defeated by Colonel Morland in March, 1902,
aftér the fall ‘of Batchi, and both Emirates came under British
rule. The Ningi tribe just north of Bauchi had for very many
yéars asserted their independence, and raided even up to the
walls of Kano. Their chief, Dan Yaya, appeared to have a
homocidal mania, and was deposed by Government in July,
1902. ‘The subsequent events in regard to this tribe are related
in iy previous reports. The listory of this province suhse-
quent to its annexatioh as told in those reports has been a
somewhat chequered ome. In December, 1902, the British
garrison, civil and military, temporarily withdrew during the
operations against Kano and Sokote. From May to July, 1903,
Buimi, in the east of the province, was the scene of Leavy
tighting against a local Mahdi. In March, 1904, a terrible
famine broke out, which lasted through 1905. At the close
of the formeér year the Gongola route in the east and the
Bukuru-Keffi route in the west were opened up. In 1906 the
telegraph redched Bauchi, the asscssment and census were
undeftaken, the tin mines surveyed, most of the savage tribes
brought under control, and internecine war put.an eid to,

78. Mr. Temple enumerates 64 separate tribes, each with
a-distinct language and with separate characteristics, in this
province. They mix very little with each other, and were con-
stantly at war, and laclked any cohesion whatever. He divides-
thein into seven classes:— : 3

1. The nomad Fulani, mostly Pagan, who. also own soniel
farms (Rugas).
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. Settled Fulani living, in walled towns, and forming the
ruling caste, but' much mixed with Pagan. tribes.
They are chiefly agricultural. ‘

. Pagans of the plains and foot-hills conquered ;byr the
Fulani.

3
4. Pagans of the hills unconquered and living in indcces-
sible hamlets.

. Mounted Pagans of the south-west.

. Hausa,—chiefly traders and: in communities in Fulani
towas.

7. Xanuri,—in large walled towns in the east (from
Bornu).
The crops are very various, iron and tin are smelted.

o)

o oY

MURI.

79. The new provincial capital at Amar, which appears to
be the most healthy-and -elevated site on the Benue, was
occupied on January 1st, and bungalows of the same type as
those at Lokoja were erected. ‘The health of thé staff has,
nevertheless, continued to be very bad, but I hope for improve-
ment as sanitation, drainage, and continued occupation, render
the site more salubrious. . ’

The Benue forms the main artery of the province, and it
is, therefore, imperative that the Administrative posts should
‘be. on its banks, but each has a corresponding station in fhe
healthier interior, where the officer in charge can spend part of
his time, especially during the rains. Wase forms a hill station
for Amar, Jalingu for Lau, and Wukari forIbi. The province
has, in consequence, suffered greatly from lack of continuity
and continual change of officers. Much touring has, however,
been done including the assessment of 400: towns: with a popu-
lation of 119,450, comprising 27 distinct independent units.
This province is composed of leterogenequs tribes, and small
communities owning no allegiance, in no less a degree .than
Baiichi, and in addition to the 27 units visitéd during the year,
there are the large Munslii tribe estimated at fully a quarfer
of a million, who. are not under Government control; the
‘Wirkum, in the north-east, and the Dakka and Mumuye, in
the south-east. The Résident believes: the Munsghi country to
be the most densely populated in the Profectorate. The 27
districts assessed produce a revenue of £5,867, of which the
Governinent sharé is £4,126, The settled districts pay about
2s. per adult (1s. 4d. per head), the unsettled 43d. per adult
(2d. per head). The Munshi, Wurkum, Dakka, and Mumuye
do not as. yet pay any tax. Under the exceptional conditions
of the province it ‘has not yet been feasible to appoint ‘district
heads, and the staff collect direct from village heads, but
I hope that the grouping into larger units may soon be found
possible. "Thére aré ho purely pastoral tribes, and Jangali has
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only been collected on a few large herds for Gonvenience. The
tax is giaduated according to wealth, except ainong' the wholly
uncivilised Pagans, but there was no elaborate system of taxa-
tion in this provinee, such 4s éxistéd ini the Fulani ‘Statés in
the north. The Resident ieports that he “has every confi-
dence in the success of the schéme. Speaking generally, théte
is practmally no-friction and certainly no extortion. The chiefs
apprové of it, and' hie believes the people recogmse ‘it as nmioder-
até and falr _ The popiilation is unstable, and a certain
numbér are said to hivé crossed into ‘German Adamaiva. ’

80. The provineial court tried 115 cases (147 persons); as
against. 115 (225-persons), in 1904, Fifty of these were slavery
offences, most. of the offenders being slave traders caught in
the act of exporting slaves by -canoes. The sentences have
been increased with good effect. There were 300 informal
cases. There are 14 native courts in.operation, and 825. cases
are reported by them, classified as follows:—Divorce 117,
larceny 64, debt 50, assault 44, adultery 22, miscellaneous 28.
Complamts are iare, and the .courts seem to be discharging a.
useful function. A brick _prison was ‘built -during, the year;:
the average mumber of prisoners has been about 30.

During the year 158 slaves were-liberated by the provincial
court, bringing the total in this province to 866. The famine
in the eastern districts gave a great impetus to the slave
trade, children being sold for food. The canoes travel by
night, and are concealed by day. One, which was discovered
in a backwater with 22 children on board, was pushed out into
midstream by the traders, and apparently purposely capsized.
The slave traders swam for the bank, but one was held by the
leg by a crocodile and captured; 12 children wete drowned.

" The total revenue collected during thé year 1904-1905 was
£4,285-as against £2;508 in 1903-'04. The Benue valley 1s 0
1nfested with tsetse that animals impoited from other provinées
die. The use of transport ahimals has ot thierefore, made
any progress, and success can only be. attained by employing
local amm'lls, which have béecomie immune, and only at such
seasons and localities as experience may show to be feasible.

81. With the exception of the small patrol into the Lakai
country (paragraph 221), no troops were employed in aid of
the ciyil power in 1905, Barly in 1908, however, a quarrel
took place at Abinsi (where the Niger Company have a trading
station under-a ‘native ‘lgent) between the Hausa traders and
the Jukom natives. Tt arose from 4 petty maiket squabble,
and developed into a sanguinary battle, for the traders were
not on good ter ms with the natives. The Jukoms got the worst,
of it, and called in theu- allios, the Munshls, whq came in very
large numbers and, annlhxla‘ced the Hausas, of whom 76 were
killed and 163 missing. Of the latter some were drowned
and. some carried infto captivity as slaves, Two telegraph
inspectors, who were proceeding up the Benue to lay a cable,
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arrived during the fighting, and gave what assistance they
could, but as they only had one shot gun between them, this
was not of much value. 'The refugees crowded on to the
lighter and sank her, so that much valuable Government pro-
perty was lost. ’.l.‘he Munshis then completely sacked and
burned the company’s store. They had also fired on the Assists
ant Resident’s canoe in June last. I atonce sent a small force
to protect life and property, and safeguard the navigation of
the Benue (which is used by the Germans as well as by..our~
selves). This was followed by a largef expedition to pumsh
the tribes for their wanton outrage, “and release the captives.

(Vide paragraph 222.) The size of the force overawed the
Munshis, who offered little resistaiice, and 118 -captives were
released: Much useful information was gained by thé ‘two-
political officers who accormapanied the two columns into which
the force was divided. They reported the country -as healthy,
and wonderfully cultivated. The Munshis are stated to be an
extremely fine race, fearless and independent and véry industri-
ous., Our officers entered into very friendly relations with
them. They are ignorant of the use and effect of firearms.
The population is very dense. I hdd hoped that this powerful
expedition might Have been able to travérse the whole Munshi
and Okpoto country, and put an end once for all to the out-
rages and lawlessness of these tribes, and open this .country
(which is said to be the richest in economic products in the
Protectorate) to peaceful trade by establishing friendly réla-
tions. His Majesty’s Government, however, considered that
operations should be confined to the actual aggressors, and
the recall of the expedition on account of the Sokoto disturb-
ances led to a premature withdrawal of the troops. I regrét
to say that the delay after arrival on their frontiers, and the
somewhat hasty recall of the troops has, as usual, been mis-
1nterpreted by these ignorant savages, and the Munsh1s ‘have
since- fired on canoes proceeding up the Benue, while. the
Okpotos have adopted an -aggressive and truculent attitude in
Bassa. It will probably, therefore, be necessary next year to
patrol their country with a military force.

N.ASSARAWA.

82. I visited the province in April, 1905, but my observa-
tions on this inspection have been aheady included in my
report for 1904, The Acting Resident, Mr. Webster (Major
Blakeney on leave) says that great progress has been made with
the assessment, and all the portion of the province which is
under administrative contfol has now been visited, “There
has,” says the Resident, “been no difficulty at all about the
collection of the tribute. The assessment and the formation
of homologous distriets is being quickly accomplished with
the loyal co-operation of the chiefs.” There are four -adminis~
trative divisions. The political staff has succeeded in getting
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into peaceful touch with several of the hitherto lawless Pagan
cnbes, and in only one case was a resort to force necessary,
viz., the Kagoro (paragraph 221 (2)) who refused to desist from
the1r raids, and continually captured women close to the im-
portant and friendly town of Darroro, which appealed for pro-
tection. Their country consists of a high and healthy plateau,
affording excellent grazing lands, and rich in rubber, and
leading up to the Assab-Bukuru plateau, iwhich I have de-
scribed in paragraph 74. After the expedition, which met with
little opposition, peaceful relations were established, and the
people are settling down, and have expressed fheir readiness
to pay their tribute. The most pleasing fact, however, is that
they are selecting a single head chief~—the first step in civili-
zation,—but they are of a low type, and addicted to drink
and head hunting. A portion of the formerly hostile Mada
tribe, who persisted in raiding their neighbours, have seit in
deputations, ahd are now visited by the staff, and the Arfus
have agreed to their assessment. Abuja, which I have described
in former reports as a nest of freebooters -and bandits, to
suppress whose depredations more than one expedition has
been nécessary in past years, is making steady progress now
that an Assistant Resident with a small detachment has his
station there: The chief is most anxious for reform, but the
villagers have lived for years on the proceeds of plunder, and
are only slowly acquiring more peaceful Habits. At the head-
quarters (Keffi) all has gone well, and progress is being made
with the buildings on the new and healthy site I selected,
where an excellent spring exists (which has been covered in),
and a condenser érected. The chiefs showed great loyalty at
the time of the Sokoto reverse. The Lafia and Doma district
has long been settled, .and steady progress is reported, with a
great increase of agnculture and prosperity. The chiefs, how-
ever, are constantly appealing for help against the Munshis
who terrorise the country. They began to-desert their towns
till confidence was restored by a visit of the Assistant Resident.
The boundary towards Zaria was revised with a view to avoid-
(iln'g the division of tribes, aid much useful survey work was
one.

83. There were 52 cases tried in the provincial court as
against 92 in 1904, and the infliction of severe sentences shows
a marked decrease. Personation and extortion still continues to
be the commonest- .crime, but the cases showed a decrease from
24 in 1904 to 14. The five native courts are satisfactory, and
295 cases are feported by them, though doubtless many more
than this- number have been dealt with. Of these 113 were
divorce, 106 debt, 21 probate, 20 theft, and 12 assault,
D1ghtx,en slaves were freed, and the Resxdent reports very litfle
traffic in “raw” slaves, etcept on the Benue, The police are
reported as “ well disciplined and well behaved.” The prisoners
averaged 18° 5 and were employed in sanitation and road malk-
ing at a value of £70 approximate. The European s{aff
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averaged 3'3. The health has been good. The native dispen-
sary is, as usual, not very popular. I hope this year to take
‘in hand the road from Loko vid Keffi to the foot of the Assab
plateau, and to institute a seivice of carts upon it. Native
‘Industries and agriculture are prosperous, and the Resident
says that “new villages are springing up in all directions.
"The circulation of silver is increasing, and there has been 10
difficulty in collecting all taxes in silver” (1s.=2,800:
cowries.) The peaceable and friendly section of the Muishis,
however, like the people of Lafia, complain of the depreda-
%ons of the lawless section of this tribe on the north of the
enue.

NueE.

84. An account of my visit to Nupe and of the formal in-
stallation of the Emir was given in my last report. Steady
progress has been made in the administration during the year
under review. The first rough and ready assessment of the
province has been carefully revised for a considerable portion of
it, and this revision will be continued during the present year.
It was found that the number of hamlets was greatly in-excess
of that shown on the records, which resulted in an increase
in the estimate of the population of this district of the province
by 100 per cent. and a like increase in the tax, which is about
2s. per-adult. All taxes, except the Jangali, have been merged
into one, but district headmen have not yet been appointed,
and each farmer brings his tax direct to the Emir and obtains
a receipt. The geneéral tax was paid entirely in cash, and
this distinctly stimulated the export of produce. The feeling
of the Emir is reported to be “very favourable ” towards the
new system of taxation. The chiefs who hold high office aré
reconciled to their losses, and have taken to farming and
trading, though there still remains some prejudice against the
latter as involving a loss of dignity. The peasantry are one
and all very appreciative of the change. The revenue collected
in 1904-5 was £9,252. In the current year 1905-6 £8,987 is
anticipated, the small decrease being due to arrears credited in
the former year. The canoe tax has been reduced by lower
ratings.

85. Administrative divisions have mow been formed, and
many disputed houndaries settled, while detailed surveys of
many districts and routes have been made. Improvements
have been made in the roads, the total length of which is about
300 miles. The increase in the population is estimated at
5 per cent., two-thirds of whom are Nupes. There has been a
considerable movement during the year. The Yagba slaves have
Ieft for their old homes south of the Niger, while natives havé
immigrated from Illorin, and the Gwari villages in the north-
east, and the Bassas in the east are filling up. This movement
is taking place in a greater or less degree throughout the whole
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Protectorate, the scattered-members of tribes and clans.driven
from their homes. by .decades: of slave-raiding and war are
gradually: returnmg, while an. equally- pronounced migration
from the.walled. cities to the agricultural lands is noticeablé.
In, splte of theifact that the slavey farms are now -deserted, new
land is being everywhere taken up; the rains are plentlful,
and the harvest good. 'The Resident.observes.(as was-moted. in
Illonn last year) that. the spread of Islam over the I’agan iribes
is progressmg very, rrapldly : ! "

» 86i ‘The cases n the Provmclal' Court numbered 52 (137 ik
formal); as: agamst 40 (aid’ 54 informal) in 1904, There 18 &
marked decrease in the heavier senténces. Sumionses: are
readily obeyed and withesses now ‘comé forward w1lhngly, and
arrests give no trouble. ' The Acting Resident réports-a steady
improvemént.in the mative courts, and’ grea{er reéspect for their
decisions. - One thindred and  sixtj-niné: casés ate tabulated
for the. foui ‘courts; 'of 'which the: appedl coiirt at Bida- decided
89. ‘The Alkali of Bida 4 is'a leained Mohammedan Judge, and
{he record book of rilings in-difficult cases whlch I established
during the year has proved most useful espetially as defiiiing
Koranic law in the difficult cases arising out of the custom of
concubinage.  These recorded rulings on all kinds of cases
will, I:hope, in;course of time, when collated from- different pro-
vil,;ces, form the material for a very useful criminalicode for:
native. courts. (vide paragraph 112) Some of those reported
during the yearware.of extreme:interest;:and deal not.only with
Koranic law but with Pagan: custom. and British law, as.adopted
by the native courts. The police have: done good work and are
improvi,ngr; they work in cosoperation with the Emirs’
“dogaris”* Secret.agentsfor the detection of crime have:been:
employed: 'with marked success. Iiléven slaves were freed by
the provincial court, and 26 by the native courts, which have
éagerly adopted' the prmczp]e of ransoin and se'f-redemption.

87. Thete is still some secret trade in slaves both from the
Beiue 'and also ini the salé of children brought from the north.
by catavans and purchased for adoption, Complamts of de-
seition of slaves dre decresing, partly owing to the greatér
freedom the agricultural serfs now enjoy, and their knowledge
that they can redeem themselves for a reasonable sum, while
they are allowed more time to, work for themselves; and partly
to the fact that runaway slaves are not allowed to t'll\e up land
without permission. The chiefs: are eager to introduce “the
white man’s slaves,” viz., machinery or rather simple labour-
saving nppliances, to replace slave-labour. .

88. The staff averaged 2'8.  Mr, Duff was in charge for the:
greater part of the year, in the absence of Mr. Goldsmith on.
Teave. In February, 1906, the latter officer was temporarily
transfurred to Sokoto to mheve Major Burdon at the time of
the disturbances in that province. The health has been good~
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‘Efforts have been made to improve-the:sanitation of ‘the hbk_tiife
cities. An epidemic of: small-pox-broke Gut in-Lépai, ‘but ‘was
checked,-and manyof the: people wére vaccinatéd: ' The C.M:S.
dispensary ‘at Bida is very useful. Their edicational work
has also been most valuabley - thie pupils- aré: taught to'read
and write Nupe:or Hausa i Roman' chafacters, and' are then
taught English and some simple' improveiients in agriculturé
(paragraph 230). The average number 6f pupils-is 25, and‘out
«of 31 on the books 16 have no connection with the mission in
it religious aspect; eight are sons of chiefs. A son of the
Emir has done so:well that he was able to take down the names
«of farms for distribution of cotton seed. This so pleased the
Emir that he gave him a valuable horse and cloak. Most of
the Government staff attend, and a policeman is now able ‘to
keep the muster roll. “The general feeling,” says the Acting
TResident, “ of the Emir and chiefs is excellent, and improves
:yearly by greater familiarity with the principles governing the
Administration. I think I am not exaggerating in saying
that a feeling of true and steadfast loyalty to the British raj
is being established.” ) .

KasBa.

89. The results of my inspection of the station at Kabba,
.and of the Resident’s books, &c., at Lokoja, was given in my
last annual report. "The Resident, Captain ‘Larymore, was
transferred to Borgu during the year. The Acting Resident
reports that “ nearly the whole province has been assessed-——the
Egbira and Kukuruku districts are in course of completion.”
As a consequence of this work a good deal of survey has been
.accomplished, and the boundary with Illorin was finally ad-
Jjusted. One hundred and twenty-six cases (128 in 1904) were
tried in.the provincial court, and 276 in the four native courts
(145 debt, 31 divorce, 100 petty assaults), and: 173 informal
cases were dealt with by the Resident. The staff averaged two,
and the health was fair. The revenue in 1904-5 was £2,366,
and £6,150 has been realised in the current year. .The increase.
was most marked in caravan tolls (£2,543 against £1,367).
There is an increase of the area under cultivation.

InLoRrIN.

90. The Resident speaks enthusiastically of the loyalty and
:good conduct of the Emir and chiefs, which was strikingly
-gshewn at the time of the Sokoto reverse; and of the decrease
of crime, and the contentment of the people, and this is the
more notable since the military garrison was removed some
time ago. Sixty-one cases (60 in 1904) were dealt with by the
provincial court, and 45 convictions recorded. The prisoners
hrought before the court are usually arrested by the people of
the town or village themselves, and are accompanied by ample .
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evidence. Fow summonges have been issued by the court. The
native .courts at Illorin, Pataji, and Lafiagi' haye -done good
work .and reported 185; 14, and 44 cases respectively, and no
appeal.has been made against their decisions,  Offa and Shonga
are nof so successful as.yet. Three slaves only were liberated.
Slave-dealing is reported .ag non-existent, but pawning of the:
person 1s still prevalent. The Resident reports no difficulty
in.collecting the tribute tax. The assessment of three-quarters.
of the province was completed, but, as in Nupe, the appoint-
ment of district heads is-a matter of -especial difficulty. The:
urban tax of Illorin city was freely paid; and amounts to £180.
All tribute was received in'cash. The new scheme did not come*
fully into operation till 1906, but the Resident anticipated no-
trouble in its inauguration, though most of the towns have
hitherto paid direct to the Emir, through the provincial court.
The revenue collected in. 1904-5 was nearly .doublé that in
the previous year (£6,204 compared with £3,281). Caravan:
tolls. showed an increase of 28 per cent. and were paid without
any demur (paragraph 134), as were also the hawkers” licences,
£1,805 (which. are now included in the general tax, except a§
regards non-natives). Illorin is the only provincé in which
the game licences have been fully enforced upon the natives.

91, During the year the Emir was presented with his in-
stallation present, and staves of office issued to the principal
minor chiefs.  Territorial claims of iival chiefs on the
Kabba frontier were adjudicated, and the boundaries settled
by the two Residents. The houses of the staff weré completed,.
and the headquarter station is now well provided and sanitary.
The health was excellent; 852 natives were attended at the
dispensary and 221 vaccinated, The epidemic of cerébro-spinal
meningitis was very severe in Illorin, and resulted in a laxge loss.
of life aniong the natives. Steps have been taken towards im-
proving the sanitation of native towns. There are now 190
miles of good roads in the province, the innin one being from
the Lagos frontier to Share (vid Illorin), whence it branches to:
soveral points on the Niger. 'Tle traffic on these roads is very
great, and they are provided with rest-houses. The police are:
well reported on, and the prisoners, who averaged 10'in numi-
ber, supply labour to the value of £90 per annum in Govern-
ment work and sanitation, Missions are not popular, and the-
Emir and people declare that they do not desire them unless:
the Administration-desires to impose them by force. The crops:
were exceptionally good.

YOLA.

92. The Resident states that “since no taxation was for--
merly levied by the Fulani rulers ” of this. province, there was:
10 basis upon which: to inaugurate the new reform in taxation,
T am at o loss to understand this statement Ths assessment.
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wad thereford cafried’ out by suiminioning évery vﬂlage chlef
do the capital with certain of his ‘elders,'ivhen a’ sum ‘Wwas§
fixed in consultation with the Emir, whlch was consulere'd’ .y
fair aud Just amount for the village t6 pay) and he was ‘gived o
-docliment in Arabic, 'stating the limit wHith might be“cols
Tected. ‘The realization of the ‘amounts ;’chus brovght ifi * by
vﬂla.ge heads has been a very arduous task iide¢d, for theid
-are now no fief-holders (they fled with the ox:Bmir in 1901y,
-and district headmeii have not yet been appomfed but the
Fulani “districts,” 12 in number, have been *settled. ‘The
total assessmeént will be about £3,400, a gréat part of which i wfw
co‘lected without any trouble or demiur. “Considerable remis-
-sions of taxation have been made, ahd will still be’ necessary on
-account of the impoverished stite of the province, die’ tq
famine, emlgratlon of slave-labour, and an epldemw of smallt
pox. Late in 1905 and early in 1906 corn was imported aiid
issued in payment for steanier fuel on the Gongola, ‘while 376
bags were distributed without charge for sowing purposes.
Much was also imported by traders from Bornu into the'famine
.districts on the 'Benue and Gongola Elsewhere the crops
were good,

93. The large Bassema and Batta tribes have given no
trouble at all, and the famine has diiven many to comeé in
for work, thus promoting intercourse between them and ‘the
:settled communities. They coniplain of outrages by the éan-
nibal Piri tribe, who will have to be forcibly restrained. In
reply to e\postulatmns, this tribe observed that they had eaten
every kind of man ‘except a white man, and wished to see what
he tasted like. The Gongola tribes have been quite quiet, and
the Niger Company have established a tradiiig depdt ab
Kwombo. The tribes at some distance from the waterway, the
‘Longuda, Tangali, and Lala, are still uncontrolled and hostile.
The troublesome Kilba tribe, between Yola and Bornu, have
not recently given any trouble. A particular village of the
Verre, in the mountains near Yola, resorted to murder and
pillage and defied the Government. To prevent any exténsion
of this lawlessness, the village was punished (paragraph 221).
This was the only oceasion on which a show of force was
necessary, with the exception of the attempted arrest of
Billingen, the last of the ex-Emir’s party, who had collectéd a
‘band of outlaws and terrorised a large district from an almost
inaccessible camp, The band was $unprised by mnight, but all
escaped, and have never been heard of sincé. The Yundams,
formerly so troublesome between Yola and Lau, have been per-
feetly quiet.

'94. Relations with the Germans have been friendly, and the
pre-existing friction has ceased. The indeterminate boundary
to the south of Yola resulted in raids by German chiefs on
British villages, and the British and German Residents met, in
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-consequence-early.in 1906.and.marked out.a. temporary. line
along this; part -of the frontier; .. The Residentiof Yola. reports.
. ‘Gonstant .mjgration of Fulam, from . British,, to, German
territory. T

95, The-Resident describes the-attitude jof: the Yola Fulani as.
Very satlsfactory, éven though*somewhat apathétic, ’Many»arenow
40 'bé geetirworking o the land-with their slaves; a: position they
st feel keenly, and' it is remarkable that the: number ‘of el
‘grantsisso comparatwely sniall. - Tanticipate thatthe near future
‘will brifgd large 1mm1grat1on of fugitive slaves:and of Pagans.
to Yola; which will'moreéthan counterbalance the em1gratlon of
the Fulani slave-dealers. Turthier north the migration is to-
.wards British territory (vide paragraph64). The Kmir is very
loyal, but is not popular.  Fifty-three slaveswere freed; but
'the nuriber: who have-left théir masters withgut referenee to
the ‘Government i5 vastly in excess-of this. In this province
the slaves are 1eported to ‘be idle and threaten their masters.
with desertion; so' that the latter are-compelled to pamper and
conciliate: them, ‘On thé other hiand, the famine i the Pagan
districts has induced large numbers. {o cotie and work for food
and shelter, so tlmt T trust that, although the Thilani aré at
present e}.pemencmg a_very txymg time, the object lesson of
free labour is already taking effect, and the Pagans finding that
they are no longer enslaved will the more readily come forward
in future as free labourers: There is now little slave-dealing
in the province, but slaves are smuggled from the large slave
market-of the Mao Kalai, just inside the German frontier-south
of Yola, to the Benue .(from which it is .only two'days’ dis-
tant); and elaborate precautions are taken to prevent capture.
Effective. measures will; I hope; be possﬂ)le with the increased
staff, :

96. There were 101 cases (145 persons and 7 convictions)
before the provineial court, compared with 83 in 1904, and the
sentences wers moro severe than in that year. Witnesses are
difficult to procure; and perjure themselves w1th such un-
blushmg facility that the conduct of causes 1equues infinite
patience and tact.. The greater number of cases is due to the
increased eﬁiclency of the police. The police .are improving,
though many have been convigted of serious crimes, and 13 -
have deserted, the German sphere offering a ready asylum for
any man who 'fears detection of crime. The new masonry gaol
is invaluable, and.escapes no longer occur. It was built chiefly
by prison labour, which has also been utilised for quarrying
stone for other buildings and for road-making and sanitation,
at a value of about £172. The average number of prisoners
was 80. “The natlve courts . hf\ve done good work, and are
steadily. 1 mcreflsmg in efficiency.” One hundred and sevenly
causes arc reported (chiefly petty larceny, divorce, and dobt),
against 270 last year, the decrease being due to the imposition
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:0f ‘colirt fees which restricts: thé numiber 'of ‘trivial and:-vexa-
tioiy cases. The staff has: averaged ‘tworionly, and: has: been
-quite insufficient for 'the woirk dnd the -assessment -and:collec-
‘tion of revenue. ) e

97. The health: of Europeans has.béen.good, now that proper
thousesare provided:. Anepidemic of cerebro-spinal meningitiswas
{ollowed: by a very severe one; of small-pox, One hundred and
fifty Government.and Niger Company officials were vaccinated,
but lymph did not suffice for gereral operation.. .Many deaths
-occurred by natives inoculating themselves with virus.in the
hope of a mild attack. The. telegraph reached Yola early in
the year, but great difficulty has been experienced. in obtaining
operators. Animal transport has not been successful in Yola,
owing to the prevalence of tsetse and the steep and stony
roads. When good roads have been made, a great saving will
‘be-effected by the use of carts. There are-215 miles of regular
caravan roads in the province, all of which are now safe,
-except, perhaps, the Kilba road to Bornu, where a deviation is
made into German territory to avoid. this truculent. tribe. The
total revenue for 1904-5 was £2,131, compared with £1,5695 in
1903-4. The amount in 1905-6 will be £2,840.

Bassa.

98: The Resident reports much progress in the western part
-of the province, which is under Administrative control. The
eastern or Okpoto (Igara) portion is probably in a moré un-
civiliséd state than it has been for many years past, and it'is
unsafe for Hausa or other traders. The reclamation of this
distriet, which I had proposed to undcrtake at the end of the
year, was postponed for the reasons described in paragraph. 81,
-and the task will probably be forced upon Government next
dry season. Itis reputed to be the richest distiict in economic
produce in the Protectorate. The Igiras (Okpotos) and Ajatoos
are the original inhabitants. The latter were in former yéirs
continually raided by Nassarawa. The Bassas (Ngehs) were
immigrants who were driven from the country south of the
Niger bend by the raids of the Fulani and Nupes, while the
Bassa Komos fled from the north bank opposite Lokoja from
the same cause. The latter are now returning to their former
country in great numbers. The Egbiras are the remnant: of
the once powerful tribe which had its capital at Panda, nosth
of Keffi. All these tribes are uncivilised' Pagans, and most in-
-dustrious and skilful agriculturists. Among them are settled
Hausa, Nupe, and Yoruba trading and rubber-collécting coin-
munities, Probably mich of the unrest in fhe Okpoto country
is caused by the unfair dealings of these traders, and their
-desire to keep the country closed to Adniinistrative control; in
order that their slaye-dealing and other practices may not be
checked. '
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99. The populatlon is estimated at 526,138 (a reduction of:
the former estimate by a lialf), of which the  Okpotos are put at
326,186. Taxation has only been 1mposed in the more settled.
western: district..in.the form. of » poll tax :of; nommally 8d.,
but:in-reality. aboiit '13d. pér adult. £232 was collected»
1903-4-and’ £268 ‘in-1904-5:  Indthe "present yearabout: £600
will be" reahsed,uand the: Resulent «anticipates-a 'sum:of :£2;500
next:iyear. ' Whenthe.province has been fully settled, “the-
tnbute tax should aount to £7;000: Progréss has been: made
in theaassessment and formation of dlstncts uider headmen:.’

100 Forty-four cased, Wers' tried - in the pxovmclal ‘court
(21 in 1904), of which 10 were. slavery cases and 16 persoiiatio
and extortion, Summonses are generally ﬂlsregarded arrests
dlﬂioult o enforce; and withesses hard o procure and anxlous1
to obstruct justice, "The five natwe courts reported a total ‘ot
104 cases There 8 a great deal of slave-tradmg n thls pro-f
vmcez which cannot be checked until the Okpotos .are ooeroed
Among purely Pagan_ commumtles su(.h ag these there 18. no
réason why slavery (domestlo or othermse) should not be en
tlre'ly eradmated thh a strong ‘hand. I‘lfteen slo{'es were
freed dli’x"ihg the year The police are not well reported ii';io'ﬁ‘,
and appear to be in sympathy with criminals, Prisoriers’ are
at_once. sent to, Lokoja, . Tolls:increased from £34 in 1903-4: to-
£259 in 1904-5, .and will realise gbout £800 in the current,year
owing to more : efficient collection, but, the unsettled condltlom
of this proyince makes it impossible to. estimate the volume. or'
nature of the irade. The Resident reports.that lorge quantities;
of trade gin are smuggled from Southern Nigeria, and slaves
are bought for gin and exported to Southern Nigeria. Thére.
are six trndmg}depots (three of the Niger Company and three of;
Holt & Co.) in the province. The total revenue of the pro-
vince was £009, compared with £684 in 1903-4. Durmg the:
current year £1 873 will be realised, exclusive of trading
licences, Customs, canoe tax and other _itemsnot. collected by the
Resident. The staff has consisted of one officer only..

101. Europeans have enjoyed good healtli, biit there was @
severe outbreak of small-pox among the natives. Efforts are
being made to imprové the sanitation: of towns, The use of
coinage is extending, and the taxes were: almost wholly paid' in’
cash. Cowries (2,600 = Is.) and brass rods (» = 2) form- the'
native currency. - There are two mission stations (Q.M.S.), -and'
two_ex-pupils are employed by Government, one of whom
reads and writés Nupe in the Roman clnraotox Two hundred
milés of native roads connecting thé principal towns are kept
clean. The Acting Resident (Mr. Lumley) reports-the native'
chiefs in the settled districts as helpfnl and well- disposed; but
i sympathy with the slave trade and smuggling of ‘gin. On
one occasion he was in much personal danger from a riot, but
extricated limself by the exhibition of pexsonal ‘courage 'm(}'
tenacity.
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102. The meagre population of this dévastated: province -is
reported. to- have increased by about 10,000.:during: the- year;
owing- to the return.of peopleto their formeér districts-and: the
influx of ex-slaves. The staff has béén. very short-handed, but
all except a small portion:.of the Pagan. area,in' the north; has
been assessed: with the co:operation. of the Emir and chiefs:
The district heads have .collected the tribute without difficulty
or complaint, though a few towns have given trouble. Many
new markets have been established in rural towns, and some
surveys of new routes and districts accomplished. 'The Emir
has given his whole-hearted assistance, and his immediate
Emirate has been enlarged in conséquence, at the expense of
the neighbouring ones, which were under little control.” I have
ajso agreed to include a northerii strip of this proyince in the
Emirate of Sokoto, to which by tradition it belongs, as a recog:
nition of the Sultan’s loyally at the time of the Satiru affair.
The roads have been kept clear of végetation; the most iin-
portant is that from Zungeru, via Kontagora, to Yelwa, on the
Niger, and to Sokoto in the north, Lo

103. Fifty cases were triéd in thé provineial ‘court (60 pérsons
convicted), compared with 41 (and 56 convietions) in 1904.
Offences are readily reported, summonses aié obeyéd, and wit-
nesses appear without difficulty. A decrease is shewn in severe
sentences. The police are well reportéd on, and the force is
popular. A new gaol of brick has béen built. Thé prisoners
average 11, and their work is valued at £100 pér annum. The
native courts are not very successful, and need close super-
vision, but are improving. Defendants freely appeal to the
provincial court if dissatisfied with the Alkali’s decision; 162
causes are reported (129 in 1904), There is a paucity of well-
eéducated and qualified Mallams for the courts. The famine
in the Dakakerri country, in the morth, has led to the
sale .of children, who would otherwise have perished. No
cases of self-redemption are reported. . As I noted above,
ihere has been a considerable influx of freed slaves to their
former homes. The lawless Dakakerri are a source of con-
tinual trouble. Even the famine would not induce them to
work for the liberal wages offered, and they prefer to live by
plunder. Like the tribes in the neighbouring province of
Zaria, they seem to care little for their present immunity from
being raided for slaves. Coercive measures will have again
to be enployed against this tribe; none were undertaken
during 1905. The staff averaged two only, and their health was
good, owing to improved. sanitation and water supply and the
good two-storey brick houses recently erected. Small-pox has
been prevalent among the natives, but a large number have
been vaccinated.
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.. 104, The amount, of land under cultivation.is extending, and
the number of live stock increasing, and the demand.for cash,
-currency is progressing. The increased confidence, in the,
British Administration and courts.is very satisfactory. . Early
in 1906 a travelling preacher caused some unrest by proclaim-
ing that.a “terrible. thing with 70,000 guns was coming from
the four corners of the earth,” and as the British rule would
-soon end, the people were exhorted to pay no more faxes and
1o bring presents (which he appropriated). A second preacher
.appeared in Yelwa and a third in Jebba, but the movement
“-was of no political importance; and was-easily checked. '

‘Boréeu.

106. The province is divided into three: administrative divi-
-sions; north, south, and central.  The taxation is at present
aecessarily on-a population basis, since the Fulani system was
not in existence here. The population is very small (estimated
by Captain Larymore at 7,760), but there is a considerable
influx of Yorubas from the south. The two paramourit chiefs;.
Bussa and Kaiama, are very friendly and loyal, and the people
are very law-abiding, Fifteen cases only were tried in the
provincial' court (24 in 1904), and the naiivé courts have no’
«cases to try and “ exist only in niame.” Four slaves were freed.
The revenite collected amounted to £3,432 (compared with
£3,209 in 1903-4), and will be maintained in thé current year.
Tt chiefly accrues from tolls and Customs, regarding which the
Resident says there i3 no single instance of complaint. The
only other item exceeding £40 is the tribute, which yields from
£200 to £300, Customs are increasing. The average British
staff was three, und their health was bad. The change of the
Teadquarters from Kaiama to Bussa is reported as “medically
:an improveinent, the sanitation and water being better, but
mosquitoes worse.” A good house is greatly needed, similar to
the double storey brick house erected for the Assistant at
Kaiama. The police are improving, and the prisoners aver-
-aged 5. The circulation of currericy is increasing.

IL. (B) SLAVERY,

106. In Appendix III. will be found returns of slaves freed
-during 1905 and previous years. These returns.do not profess
to be a complete record, more especially in the earlier years.
Large numbers were liberated by various military expéditions,
.of which no record was kept, and even now the numbers freed
by the native courts under the supervision of the- Administra-
tion are only partially entered. Winally, the vast numbers of
newly-enslaved Pagans who, have vreturned to their homes, and
of whom the Administration has no knowledge, are of course
-additional to those shewn on these returns, which only refer to
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such slaves ds hdve passed through the hands of' thé: «pohtlcal
staff. The ‘total shewn (3, 071), ’therefore, represents ‘only &
fraction of the slaves liberated in Northérn Nigeria as a con~
sequence of British rule in the past six years. In the province:
of Sokoto, wheré perhaps the largest slave popiulation Was to
be found, the Resident says that “prohibitions of enslaving aiid”
slave- dealmg are fairly readily aecepted and affect the People
little,” and the same, I think; may be said of ‘the Protectorate-
generally.  The -desertion of bond ﬁde domestic sldaves; who-
form the labourlng ¢lassés -on the estites of the free-born .
Mahommedans, Was at -first keenly félt, atid had the ‘Govern:
ment not taken steps to discourage the too rapid transition from
the old to a better labour contract; a complete dislocation of”
the social conditions of the country might, as I have ex-
plained :in former reports; have taken place. I have included”
some. observations upon slavery in my notes .on -each. province..
(See: especially paragraph 15, as.to self-redemptron)

107. The slave trade exists in an actlve form through Bornu:
(paragraph 50) and on the Benue (paragraphs 80, and 95). | It:
18 mow well understood tto be a contraband trade, and every pre-
cautlon is taken against capture. Mere infants are purchased”
in Bastern Muri and Yola, and especially in German Adamawa,
and conveyed to Bassa by canoe at night, where apparenﬂy they,
are bought by Okpotos for the Southern Nigeria. demand. The-
children. soon learn Nupe, and are given tribal marks to prevent:
detection. Famine is of course a great incentive to the slave-
trade.

The Freed Slaves' Home, Zungeru.

108. The number in the home at the begmnmg of the year-
was 178, and there bave béen 140 admissions during the year.
One hundre& and s1xteen have left the home, 59 to. guardmns,
elght apprenticed, 22 have leff to follow their own inclinations-
(being adults), one was married, and 26 died: The total af the
end of the yéar was 202, cons13t1ng of four women over 25
years of age, two women of 15 to 25 years, seven big girls of
12 to 15 years, and 189 children undér 12 years. The percent-
age of deaths, 7'7 per cent., compares very favourably with
last year’s, 22'8 per cent. The earnings have increased from
£42 to £105, being chiefly profits from the ‘bakery. The edu:-
cational classes, both in writing and reading and in'carpentry,
have maintained progress. The clothes required aré. made up-
in the home, and laundry work and gardening are carried an
The general aspect of the home is more satisfactory than it
has ever been. The children appéar happy and well -cared for,
and everything connected with the buildings and their sur-
roundings. is -admirably clean and sanitary. The condition of
all the children placed with guardians has been the subject of”
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4 careful and exhaustive enqulry, and Wlth very few excep-
-tions it has been found'to be Very satisfactory.

Lornu Freed Slaves’ Home. ..

109: Om: January 1st, 1905, there were 106 inmates :in.'the °
.-home; ‘and 96 more weré recexved making a. total of 202, of
whom 57 left. during the yedr, 1eav1ng 145 :on: December 31st.
Those who left were disposed of .as follows :—OQne: boy appren-
-ticed and two sent to freed slaves village, being, too old. for-the
.home; three women left at their request and joined relatives,
~one was dismissed, 23 women .and girls deserted, seven women
werée married; and 20 inmates died. These freed slaves -are
mostly of a very low type and reputed to be cannibals; they come
chiefly from German Adamawa, and speak.no known language,
but the children quickly acquire the local tongue and have a
wonderful ear for music. The:adults.are very stupid.and hope-
.less, since the drinKing habits of thése Pagans:axnd the complete
“insularity of the lives they have led, have tended to degenera-

wtion;, physical and mental, so: that tthey are helpless. when re-
moved from their environment and have mo initiative at all.
A successful attempt, however, to deal with the adults has been
inaugurated by the establishment of a freed slaves’ village. A
-payment of 6s. a week was-at first made for food. It has now
been reduced to 12s. per mensem, and-the ex-slaves have been
_.given work on payment and land to cultivate, so that when the
-crops ripen the wllage promises' to be self-supporting: It is
possible -that when it has become an.eéstablished success: the
“home may be given up, and the children placed with the adults
and adopted by them. To do so would be to abandon the
present efforts at education and to some extent of the civilizing

-effect of close European superv1smn, but I feel that the Govern-
ment at least so long as its revenue depefids on a grant-in-aid,
-is not justified in undertaking philanthropic work, however
valuable, I am, however, glad to say that I have secured a
_grant of £120 from the Giles Trust, and that there is a pros-
pect of an even larger grant from the Rebecca Hussey Triist
towards the Bornu Home, and these funds can properly be
. spent in educational and philanthropic work. MThe inmates
cultivated a farm, which supplied food for the home.  The
morality of the women and girls in the home is reported as
very bad, but I hope that the success of the free village will
pub an end to, this by the etpedlent of marrying thém to freed
men. The health of the inmates - has been fairly good, but
. ophthalmis is. ,prevalent and three became. blind during the
-absence of Dr, Blau, who. during  the year had. temporary
-charge-ofrthe home in the absence of Dr.. Parsqns ‘New grass
huts:have been put up to accommodate the increasing: numbers,
" The total cost of the two homes' and village in. the present year
+ (1905-6) was £1,695 11s. 10d. (less £105 earnings).
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II. (¢) Nazive ‘CouRrts. B

110. The native courts at the capital-town of each province-
bave, I think, done eéxcellent work ‘during the year, and have
greatly improved in their returns of cases. The less import-
ant courts:in district towns have also done good: work, but they
aré of very varying value. Qut of 24 such.courts in the Kano-
Emirate only six:are under Alkalis of: recognised. athority and.
learning. Guided: by the experience of the past six.years, I
drew up..and enacted eatly in 1906 .a new Native Court Pro--
clamation, and this was: followed’ by a complete revision of all.
the warrants establishing: courts. They are now graded ac-
cording to. their powers. into four classes. Of the A. Qlass,
‘having authority to pass seitence of death (subject to. the con--
currence of the Resident), there are;only nine. Ofthe B. Class,
30; of C,, 3L; and. of D., 39—total, 109. I have elsewhere-
(patagraphs: 15, 62, ‘86, .&c) spoken of the liberal and enlight--
ened: spirit shewn by such. courts as' those of the Emirs.and
Alkalis of Sokots, Kano; Bida," and Zaria—as evidenced . by~
their initiative in enforcing- the prohibition of enslaving and
slave-dealing, and even of compelhng niasters to accept redemp--
tion money whenever proffered by a slave, In the return for-
the first quarter of 1906 from Zaria I observe 40 such cases of -
redemption, or ransom; through the native court. In this and
in other matters they have shewn a surprising and most grati-
fying desire to carry out the policy and wishes of Government,
even when those wishes go beyond the enactments of their own
‘statute books. The Lafiagi -Court, for instance, refused: to-en--
tertain a claim for theft of gin, referring the pldintiff to the
provincial court becduse the possession of gin was: illegal

111. T am able now to look to such courts for effective-
assistance in such matters as the stopping of bush fires (whlch
destroy silvan produce), and of trees (so as to prevemnt de-
forestation), the enforcement of the authorised taxes, and the-
detection of illegal practices by oollectors, the evasion of tolls,
&c, &c. The belief that a genuine mutual conﬁdence-
is gradually and assuredly .growing up between the repre-
sentatives of the Government and the native Emirs and judges
is not, T think, misplaced. It is due to the whole-hearted
enthusmsm and devotion to their work of the Residents, and
is naturally a source of intense gratification to the officer to-
whose: charge the Administration of the country has been
entrusted. The story T have told of the incipient disaffection
of a small section of religious fanatics at Sokoto and at Bauchl
shows how completely the native Emirs and their “ Sarakuna ”
(councillors. and courts) identified themselves with the Govern-
ment and voluntarily tried and executed the rebel leaders in
thé native courts. The particular features of the courts of"

each province have been dealt with in my notes on the pro--
vinces.
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112. It would be of the greatest value if a compendium of
the Koranic Law, as contained in the books of reference in
use among the Alkalis of Nigeria, were compiled for the use
-of administrative officers, but time has not hitherto admitted
-of our-undertaking this task. The first step would be %o have
the books translated inté English by a thoroughly competent
-scholar in Arabic. I had intended meantime to agsemble the
“leading native judges, and to compile a rudimentary criminal
-code, dealing with the commoner offences, and eéstablishing
also. a uniform procedure in judicial matters, scales of fines
-and fees, &c., but the outbreak at Sokoto compelled me to
defer the question. ‘When thé éourt returhs céan be sent in
‘written in Hausa in the Roman, character; -effective supervision -
-and increased knowledge of native law and customs will result,
-and much needless and laborious work will be dispensed with:
Meanwhile Mr. Teémple hds urndertaken, while on leave in’
"England, to translate the criminal code and. some of the pio-
-clamations which especially affect the natives, into Arabie.

iI. (p) PopurLarIioN,

.

113. The census of the population is still very vague in some
_provinces;but the completion of the assessmentduring the current
and next year should result in a tolerable approximation to the
.correct figures. The table given below is a summary of the
Auller details given in Appendix 2., It will be observed that
the return for the Kabba province is more than four times
the estimate given last year by Captain Larymore. I am
inclined to think this 18 an over-estimate. It includes the
Egbira and Kukuiuku tribes on the south frontier, who have
lately been visited by the Acting Résident, but no details are
given by him. The estimate for Bassa is little more than half
that formeily returned, and I should think it is now appioxi-
mately éorrect. ‘Captain Ruxton and Mr. Gowers agree in re-
«ducing the estimate of Muri by a third froin that furnished by
Mr. Lobb, Nassarawa remaiiis at its former figure, which I
think is much too high. I should Imégine the population of
the Protectorate to be .about 8% millions. It is no doubt in-
«creasing rapidly, both by immigration and by natural causes;
but, on the other hand, the épidemics of cerebral fever and
-small-pox, and the severe famires of 1902-04, together with
the ‘terribly high rate of infant mortality, have counterdcted
the ificrease. which might otherwise have been expéected. T
have elsewhere allided to the very notable  inter-province
migrations which are taking place, due. to communities return-
ing to their ancient lomes, and rejoining their tribes. Until
“this re-settlement of the country is completed, thie assessment
-and the provineial census must vary considerably from year to
“year.
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Suiniary 0F PoPULATION, 1905, .

‘Province: Males. Females; Totalk z
- ‘ . o
N q o é ,
Sokoto . 270 569 307,931 578,500 -
Kano s 1 165 000 | 1 165 000 | 2,330,000 -
Bornu 442 000 | 663 000 1,105000 | 28
Nupe . 72 175 79, 715 151.890 21
Kabba .| 123660 | 157090 |  281;650 | 217
Hlotin .o 112,000 ! 138, 1000 "50 000 | 17
Bauchi 460,000 460 000 920,000 —
Zaria 9‘? 000 |, 134 000 .- 232,000 , 98
Kontagord ... 45.‘269 44 409. . 89,678 -
Borgu . 12,296 13, 1031 25.327 1
Bassn 2:’73 0R8 27‘2,070. 525,138 42
Muri 257,001 293,000 543.000 20
Nassarawa ... 555,001 945,000 1,500.000 3
Yola 106,600 | 143,400 250,000 =
Total ... 3,965,637 4,816,546 8,782,183 4470
1

II. () Coixace.

114. The circulation of coinage, which I regard as one of
the most important signs of progress in a new country, con--
tingyes to make steady progress, and has been very greatly-
accelerated by the new system of taxation, since both tolls and
land revenue are largely paid in cash, and every.inducement is.-
given to increase the proportion so paid. While on leave’
in England the question of a subsidiary white metal currency-
common to both Southern and Northern ngena, ‘which I have-
so long advocated, was brought forward again by Sir W. Eger-
ton, and I hope that its institution will be an acoomphrﬁled
fact in 1906, It will probably consist of two denominations,
one being one-tenth of a shilling and the other one-hundrcﬂth,
with an ins¢ription in English on the face and i in Arabic on
the obverse. The coins will have a circular hole in the centre~
for stringing, and will be without any, plciomal .design in defer-
ence to Mohammedan pre]udlce Such coins will, I hope,
speedily oust the cowrie as a token of exchange for lesser-
values. Their mtroductlon will tend to lower prices since the-

d Exc]mnve of Oﬂicmls
4 It has since heen decided that the coins should be of the value of g
penny and a tenth of a penny.
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-three-penny bit is at present the lowest form of coin in practical
currency. Copper coins can hardly be said to be accepted as cur-
-rency, and will be withdrawn. I would like to see this subsidiary
-coinage extended by mutual agreement throughout BritisE and
“French territories so'as to form a complete substitute for the
-cowrie, which is current in all West Africa (as in Uganda).
I venture to think that were-such: an agreéinent réached it
-would: tend to- mutual advantage -and reciprocity, while the
-extremely :small value of the coindge makes the question of
redemption a.negligible one. o T R

115. The importation of spécie as compared with former
‘years is as follows:— = ’ " -

-h ¢ .y

_ " 1901, [+ 1902. | 1908. | 1904 | 1905, Remarks, 1
, £ b £ “{ £ . £ L £ I 3 .
*Gold oo e |TAB,000 [ — 1,000%  1.000% 1,000 [*From Lingos Bank,
Silver . . | 90,000 [145,0008] 184,000°| 198.0004 162,0003/+£ 8,000 ;.
Bronze .. .. 80| — | — | 800 50 [3£81,400 , o and

" PP o b | £ 2,800 from Gold
Total ... | 98,3850 |145.000'| 196,000 |199,300 | 158,050 | "Const.

From Local Firms | . %110 | 11426 | 18,206 | 13,929 | 5,000,

§ Amended from previous reports. All specie vot otherwise indicated was received
from the Royal Mint. The returns axe for the calendar year (January-December.)

The tendency of local firms is to sell for cash instead of buying
-for cash, and to export specie out of .the Protectorate for the pay-
ment of customs on the Coast in the case of European firms, and
for the purchaseof imported cottons; &c., in the case of natives.
The rate of exchange between British. silver and the Maria
“Theresa dollar is at present fixed at 3s., and during the year
no. difficulty has been experienced in realising locally at this.
“rate. ' .

116. C.unterfeit shillings extremely cleverly made with
milled edges, some of 'base metal, and some containing a small:
percentage. of silver, have found their way in considerable
numbers from Lagos, and are a.source of much. trouble, Even
the uncivilised tribes of Bauchi are reported to have circulated:
“halfpennies galvanised with tin as shillings. The latter form
.of fraud must cease with the withdrawal of bronze coins in
“favour of the white metal -coins, which cannot be mistaken for
ssilver, owing to their perforation. :
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III.—ECONOMIC. C

» 117. During 1905 the exploration of the economic resources-
of the Protecforate was continued, the vegetablé products :by-
the Forestry Officer and the minerals under the two minera:-
logists especially appointed for the task; ‘both working in con--
junction with the Imperial Institute, to which all samples were
submitted for examination aind expert report.  The.botanical
specimens collected by Mr. Elliot during his.piolonged tours:
in 1904 were found by the staff at Kew to include many new
species of plants, and various samples were submitted to the
Imperial Institute, on which repoits have been separately issued.

118. The Forestry Officer was absent on leave during a great.
part of the year, and, since he at present has no assistant,.
work was at a standstill, and I regret totsay that, lacking his-
supervision, the’ native assistant allowed a large number of the
young plants and seedlings of indigenous and imported trees.
of economic value, which weré being rearéd in the garden at
Zungeru, to die. On' his return (after visiting the botanical
gardens at Aburi, on the Gold Coast, from which he obtained
a large quantity of seeds, &c.)," he decided to transfer the-
plantation to Lokoja, where the soil is richer and the climate -
more humid. On the foot-slopes of Mount Patti, immediately.
behind Lokoja, he selected an area of 250 acres of fine forest,.
full of various kinds of rubber plants, and with perennial’
water: This area was declared a reserve under the Forestry-~
Proclamation, and the undergrowth was cleared, the great shadeé-
trees being left, and a large nursery of rubber plants started,
the yield of which in five or six years’ time should, Mr. Elliot-
states, be worth £4,000 per annum. The main task set before-
the Forestry Department for the few remaining months of 1905
and for 1906 was the collection of a complete sét of samples of all
the economic produéts of the Protectorate for examination at
the Imperial Institute, and for-exhibition in the Nigerian Court,
which it is proposed to establish there. A very large number-
have already been forwarded, together with samples of native,
manufactures in leather, cloth, embroidery, &ec. This task,
together with the supervision of the plantation of rubber and’
other economic plants, and the enforcement of the provisions'
of the new Forestry Proclamation, which deals with the pre-
servation of rubber plants and timber and other valuable trees,
will fully employ the energies of the Forestry Officer. The
enactment in March, 1906, of this Proclamation, which had
been under discussion for nearly a year and a half, is a most
important step towards the preservation and' development of”
the economic resources of the country.
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J A 4 7.1/ 3 Ce Lo
l119 Valuab]e forésts of mahogany were found on the banks
oftheGurara River, and about 5,000 ¢ubic feet of -timiber
has already been floated down to Loko;a About 4000 trees,
fiom 9 to 15 féet in girth, and R0 to 40 feet in lengthi, Were
felled aiid* 500" ifiore withiii ‘e4sj' 'access of the  river
were marked for future use. Provision was made for the
eréction’ ‘of a frame saw in conjuiletion - with the work=
shops, iwheh this valuable timber can be utilised by Govern-
meit for building pirposes. It will save a oorrespondmg ‘ima
port from England, and the réinainder ¢an probably be sold
to metchants for export. Many thousands of mahogaily andf
other seedlings are Being raised for, distribution in the Lokoja,
plantation. Ths Torestry I’mclam'\hon prohlblts the felling:
of specified trées of ‘ecomomic value, and of immatire timber
treés of valug, Licences aré imiposed; so as to prevent the use
of hlgh-class tiinber s steamer fuel and resefves can be
créate

Co{ton.

120. Prolonged negotlatlons ‘duriig my leave in Dngland'
résilted in a happy sclution of the difficulties which ‘have:
hltherbo ‘preventsd’ the proper development of the cotton 'in-
dustry’ in -Northern Nigeria—a-country which was deéscribed
by the Chairmian of the British: Cotton Growing Association:
in their deputation to the Prime Minister, as-affording excep-
tional promise for the development of. this industry, 4 We:
have pursued our enquu'les,” he said, “tliroughéut the British.
mene, and the one place which oiteus the greatest poysibility
of pxov;dmg the millions of bales of cotton which are rdqmred
is Northern Nigeria; we are absolutely convinced that in
Northern Nigeria alone lies the. possible salvation of Lanca-
Shire . , . It is not impiobable that at some future date
Noitherii Nigeria will produce dt least seven million bales,' or-
stifficiont to supply the wholé 1eq1urements of Great Britain,.
and to leave an equal quun’uty over for athér cotton ‘consuming:
couittries.” Such'is the estimate formed by the Bntlah Cotton:
Growmg Association after several yoars of careful enquu'y Tt
i$ based on data supplied by theif own experts, and not on e
leports of officials who might perliaps be accused -of “ boom-
ing” ‘the conntry, It i 13, theroforo, entitled to careful conisid-
gration. 'My persondl view is that this estimate is too optim=
istic, forthe dévelopmerit of 'so large an industry needs a ‘coryes’
spondingly large popilation, which does not at present exlst
thioughout Northern Nigeria. But the Kang Emnafef is/
densely populited by an mdustmous race, who are Keen agri-
dultumsts, and Taye cultivated cottoii for ‘1,000 years, ‘and
givén a méans of transport which can eonvey the cotton ab low

26055 E
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freights to the Niger waterway, I anticipate a great develop-
ment of this industry, which, when- the population of the chief
cotton-growing province—Zaria—has had time to increase, as
it is increasing under the present conditions of peace and
security, may some day go far towards realising the hopes of
the Association. In my judgment, however, a railway con-
structed at the cost which -other West African railways have.
ineurred, would be comapelled to charge frelghts which might
strangle ‘the new industry at its birth, and it is for this reason.
that I have consistently advocated a prehmmary surface tram-
way, which, in due course, may be superseded by a more ex-
pensive hne on the same location. The work done_ for such
a tramway would all be utilised for the ultimate r'ulway, and
the actual material—rails, sleepers, and gxrders— can then be
transferred elsewhere as a feeder line, opening up a new
district, which would possibly again become the précursor of
a_further railway extension. The happy solution to which I
alluded consisted in an agreement between the Niger Company,
whose purchasinig agencies are scattered along- all the water-
ways of the Protectorate, and the Cotton Association. The
Company have undertaken to become the purchasing agents
for the Association, delivering the seed cotfon to the ginning
stations, while the Assoclatmn undertakes the erection and

management of the ginning plant, the selection and distribu-
tion of the seed—a most important matter—and the disposal
of the cotton in the home market. The Government, at the
same tlme, undertakes, for the present, to convey the cotton
from the ginning station to-the coast free of charge, and also
assists the Company. when possible in the, transport of raw
cotton to the gin.

121. The total quantity of cotton exported during the year
was only about 87 tons of raw cotton, equal to about 26’ tons
of “lint, * valued at £1,041. Tarly in February, 1906, the
steam gin at Lokoja was completed, and the agreement 1 have
described came into effect, with the result that in threé months
261 tons of raw cotton were ginned, and 70 tons (7483 bales) of
lint, valued at £2,800, were exported. Some of this was, how-
aver, cotton bought in 1905, I am now informed that the
mdustry has developed 'so fast that it is proposed to erect a
second gin at Shonga further up the Niger, Messrs. Holt
who purchase mdependently, report that .the industry is.
decidedly flourishing, but.they:are storing their cotten for
export at high-water., These results are eminently satisfactory,
the more so that the natives were not aware that there would
be such a demand at firm prices (3d. 1b. for seed cotton,
and 3d. to 33d. for lint), and the cotton hitherto brought fot'
sale can only. represent their surplus crop. I hear from many
dxrectmns that in consequence of this demand: they are extend—
ing. their culhvahon largely, while the supply of the northern’
cotton districts. is still untouched. This, I hope, to develpp,
like the skin trade (paragraph 141), by -cart transport in pay=:
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- ment of taxes.pending the .construction of .a tramway. The
- Cotton Association dlso acquired. an. area of 50 acres. of land
mear Lokoja. for experimental cultlvatlon of cotton,

122. Northern Nigeria is greatly in need of a staple of

. commérce, and I trust that this may be found in cotton, just
as: palm oil and kernels form.the staple -export of the coastal
zone. At thesame time I would deprecate too great an.optim-

- ism. ‘The Resident of Zaria; who was formerly enthusiastic

--on the prospects. of cotton, now writes' that the shortage of
.corti inducés him .to: advise. that the natives should not be
encouraged to. grow cotton in preference to grain af present;

. ‘while the people of Nupe have, I hear, taken largely to the
cultivation of ground nuts as. being: more lucratlve I do not

- regard these facts with any apprehension, and in my view the
-question of population is by far the most serious detérrent to the
realization of over-optimistic forecasts. In Zaria the Resident
says that the Hausa markets are strikingly crowded, and 10to 16
50-1b: bales of raw cotton are to be seen for sale in each at
about §d. Ib.  He estimates the amount exposed for sale in the
yearat 1,000 to 1,400 tons, and the total grown at 2, 800 tons.
Much of what is now wused .in the local manufacture of clotlh
would be available if local cloth is replaced by 1mported goods,

“but he considers that this is an unsafe assumption, .and adds
that his ‘estimates are “ based on the most flimsy foundations.”

- “The surplus cotton.grown for sale or export 1s (he believes)
very little indeed.” “ The present fleet.of steamers on the Niger
(says the Agent-General of the Niger Company). is ample to
cope with all the increase in the cotton trade in the near
future; the great difficulty in .connection with this industry
will not be in. shipping the bales to the coast, but in getting
thé bulky seed-cotton down to the gihnery at Lok()Ja " The

« latter difficulty must he met by the erection of more ginneries.
(Vide Bulletin: Imperial Institute, volume 3, No. 3.) The con-
ditions of clinmiate, rainfall, and native cultivation.do not favour
Amecrican cotton, the lint from: which, when lacally grown, is
iniferior to the best local varieties.  The Cotton Association
arc how sending ‘out hydraulic presses to supersede .the defeotxve
hay-presses hitherto used, and the latest reports (August *06)
confirm the rapid progress of the industry.

Rubber.

123. Rubber formed nearly three-fourths of the total value
of the exports for the year: (paragraph 138), but I fear that
this increase has been obtained at the cost of a considerable
destruction  of the rubber vines, by the senséless process of
dlg‘gmﬂ' up. the roots from which a very low grade rubber
is prepared, Not only are the sources of supply thus perria-
nently ‘destroyed, but the product is so full of impurities (67
per cent I am told consists of bark and dirt, while otlier

26055 Bo
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" samples are even ‘worse, and' not fit for -export at all) that i
is to be feared that Nigerian rubber will obtain a bad naine
in the market, which it may hereafter be difficult to remove.
This result has, I believe, been largely due to the compe-
tition between Kuropean firms, which has resulted in the pur-
chase of rubber-filled with bark and impurities, which formerly
was unsaleable. The Agent-General of the Niger Company
informed me that the new Forestry Proclamation would
effectually stop this, but the delay in its enactment was un-
fortunate. It was promulgated in March; 1906, but the
operation of the clausés relating to rubber has been deferred
till October 1st, 1906, at the instance of the commercial com-
munity, who urged that it would 'be unfair'to the trade to
introduce them séoner. By that date, according to the Forestry
Officer, there will be little rubber left to preserve. The
principle of the Ordinance is to hold the purchaser responsible
that no “root rubber” is bought or exported, since the wild
savages, who inhabit the rubber forests; are beyond the reach
of effective legislation. The regulations, however, contain full
rules for tapping, &c., which so far as possible will be enforced
by the increased political staff. It, however, appears. that it
is very difficult to distinguish between rubber prepared from
the root, and that prepared from the stem, and it is now under
consideration whether the latter should not also be prohibited.
The alternative, which is apparently the course which recom-
mends itself to the commercial firms; is to sacrifice the vines
rather than deal so heavy a4 blow to tlie industry and trade.
Tor the collection of silvan rubber is at best a crude and
temporary expedient, and the vast and increasing demand for
this article points to the necessity for the cultivation of the
best kinds, and the extraction and preparation of the latex
by scientific methods: I am very strongly of opinion that large
plantations should be madé of the best kinds of rubber with-
out delay,—Hevea (Para) in the more moist and well-watered
areas, Caeara, Funtumia, &e., in the drier districts—as. has
been done in Ceylon and ‘the Straits Settlements. A small
outlay dictated by foresight, will assuredly bring in great
result§ a few years hence. A small beginning has, as I have
described, already been made, and I hope to see this greatly
extended, and above all, to induce the natives to plant the
trées among their crops and around their villages, so that the
industry may become a naifve and not an exotic one.

Other Products.

124, The acacia gum of Bornu has been reported by the
Imperial Institute to be of excellent quality,—large quantities
are.obtainable (see paragraph 147). Samples of tobacco leaf were
also very highly praised, and the extended culture of tobacco
was advised, Professor Dunstan says that the sun-dried leaves
sent to him are worth about 4d. per 1b., and even in its present

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (c) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.



159

. NORTHERN NIGERIA;.1905-6. 69

condition tobacco may be worth exporting. For its improvement
expert instruction would be needed for the natives. Ifs
-export is' already being taken up by the Nigér Company. Bees-
swax may, I think, bé a valuable export, especially from
Bornu, though not a considerable one; samples have beén
sent home. I'rom Sokoto it is reported that much indigo is
grown, but aniline dyes have rendered this useless as an
export. A black grain (sorghum) is also used for dyeing goat
skins. From Zaria I learn that the most valuable kind of
kola (kola vera) has. been discovered near the Gurara. There
has been 2 small export of palm-oil, but the local consumption
by the nafive staff is now.so large that little remains for export.
I regret that my efforts to introduce the plough—four or five
different kinds of which I had imported from India, South
Africa, &c.—have so far proved unsuccessful. I propose to
dntroduce a few simple tools for sale to the natives, such as
adzes, light pick-axes, hammer-heads, matchets, and saws, in
the hope that they may become popular, and create a demand
unconnected with personal omament and pleasure, which will
stimulate production.

Minerals,

125. A full report on the results of the first year's mmeml
survey has been published separately (Colonial Office Reporis
Miscellaneous, No. 82, April, 1906). A previous report on
samples sent home by the Government was contained in No.
26 of the same series. The first survey (of exght months) was
completed in May, 1905, and the examination of the 1esults
occupied the summer. The party returned to Nigeria in
‘October, 1908, and again left for England at the end of April,
1906, In my last report I said that borings were to be under-
taken in. the salt deposits- of Muri, with o view to testing the
capacity of the brine springs. Unfortunately the machinery

arrived very late, and the disturbances in the Munshi country
further postponed operafions, which have now been deferred
till next dry season. Professor Dunstan considers it
“ probable ¥ that sufficient salt: may be obtained {o render
Northern Nigeria independent of imported salt. The salt
district will in that case become a very valuable property, and
a source of revenue, since the present import of galt is about
8,000 tons per annum of a local value-of about £104,000. The
plesent output does not exceed 400 tons from all the Benue
districts (paragraph 148). Limestone of excellent quality for
mortar has been found in many parts of the Protectomte and
recently on the banks of the Niger and Benue, near Lokom,
whence it can be chedply conveyed to all river staticns, thus
effec’cing great economy in the import of cement, The exist-
ence of monazitic sand’ containing thuria needs further investi-
gation, as also does the ‘Galena depozit (containing a little
silver) at Orofu.
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Tin, '
126. The Niger Company,which had held prospecting licences
in the Bauchi province, applied in 1905 for mining licences
over selected areas, at Naraguta. This involved a careful
survey, more especially since an uncertainty existed as to
whether one of the areas lay within their district or partially
within the district included in a licence granted to Messrs.
Rickard and Company. The licences were finally granted in
February, 1906. By March ‘“practically the whole of the
machinery was in position and working well.” The water
supply caused some initial difficulty, but this is only in the
driest month of the year, and can be surmounted by dams.
The Chairman of the Company (Lord Scarbrough) in his
annual report to the shareholders, states that “the develop-
ments this year have been very good indeed, and leave no
doubt as to the future.” It is-anticipated that an inimediate
output of one ton a day of black tin can be realised, and the
Company claims that it has demonstrated that tin can be
successfully worked. Examination of the surrounding districts
has also been carried on, and new discoveries of highly pro-
ductive areas have been made. I understand also that Messrs.
Rickard intend shortly to commence prospecting in their dis-
trict. The most urgent nced for the development of this
industry is a practicable and direct route to the Benue River at
Loko. I have clsewhere (paragraphs 74 and 78) deseribed
the steps already taken by the Government to open up and safe-
guard this route. The next step will be to bridge some of the
streams, and to construct a cart road for at least a part of the
distance, and I hope during 1906 to commence this work,

127. The work of the mineral survey this season was confined
to the southern provinces of Bassa, Kabba, Illorin, Nupe; and
Nassarawa, Iixtensive deposits of monazite were found which
may justify a more detailed survoy. Much information was
obtained as to the distriets which offer the best prospects for
more detailed examination. The samples collected will be
tested at the Imperial Institute.

128. With an assured industry in tin, very hopeful prospects
in. cotton, and subsiantial grouunds for anticipating a good
development in skins, ground nuts, and some other products,
I think the economic prospects of the country are mot dis-
couraging at the end of the first year in which its exploita-
tion has become possible. The keynotes of commercial pro-
gress are a large population and a cheap labour market. There
is every prospect of a rapid increase in the former, and the
efforts of the Government have, as I described in my report
for 1900 (see Colonial Report No, 346, paragraph 23), already
resulted in a decrease in the absurdly high -rates paid for
labour, and will, T hope, further reduce them,
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IV.—~TRADE.

129. The local revenue of the year was £94,026, of which
probahly about £13,000 was paid by bills on England or
debits against officers’ accounts payable in England, leaving
approximately £81,000 local Treasury receipts. Of this sum
probably about half was received in actual cash, and half in
“kind,” eg., supplies for troops, remounts for mounted
infantry, &c., which were debited against the vote concerned,
and the value shown as a ‘Preasury receipt. I have, however,
no data on which to calculate this proportion. The amount. of
specie imported was £163,060, to which must be added (ap-
proximately) £8,000 received from local. firms in exchange for
bills, and: £24,000 received for money orders, making a total
of £180,000 approximately, of which (say) £40,000 was
received back in cash. This sum of £40,000 was not romitted
to England, but was spent locally (thereby reducing the specie
which weuld otherwise have had to be imported), and so raises
the local cash disbursements to £220,000 (assuming the cash
balances at the beginning and end of’the year to be practically
identical),

130. It would, therefore, seem, if my data are correct, that
out of a total of £220,000 cash disbursements, and a total of
£1583,000 actual imported specie, only £40,000 was paid back
as taxes, viz., about one quarter of the specie imported or
one-sixth of the local disbursements. ''he remainder of the
currency put into circulation, viz., £113,000, has probably
been almost entirely re-oxported by traders (since little re-
mains in currency between natives, and but little is converted
into rings, &c.),who are beginning to find it more convenient
to purchase Lagos goods for cash, and to import these in com-
paratively small caravans, than to export the bulky products
of the interior, and exchange them, as in 0ld days, for the
same imported. goods. By this process the Lagos merchant or
the Northern Nigerian merchants are able to dispose of their
imported goods at a profit, but neither does the Administration
nor the gountry (as distinguished from the individual) benefit.
The Administration, on the one hand, imports specie at great
cost {o the interior, with. which to pay its soldiers and labour,
and for ils necessary supplies, but instead of getting the specie
back again in the form of taxes to pay for this Administra-
tion, it only receives a quarter; and the remainder is bought
up by traders, while taxes are paid in unconvertible kind. The
country, on the other hand, does not gain by such a system,
for the cost of the Administration can only be.défrayed by the
produce of the country exported over-seas, and if the amount
of this proluce decreases, it is clear that no-amount of trads

" in a mere token of currency can enable a country to pay its
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debts. The services or supplies rendered to Government in
-order to obtain the currency wherewith to purchase cotton
and other goods are no longer a means by which the country
contributes to the cost of the Administration, for the value of
those services or supplies are thus translated into an equiva-
Jent of cottons and other imports for their own enjoyment.

181: The truth of these remarks is, I think, borne out by
the very great increase of the cash. trade done by firms, 'and
the .decrease of produce offering for sale. (Vide paragraph
139:) Of the total produce exported by the Niger Company
.about 66. per cent. was rubber, .of ‘which “the majority was
-obtained in Bassa, where practically ne taxes are paid. The
cash trade, of which I have spoken, is, of course, the sale
-of imported:'goods. to. natives. for cash, but what I would: wish
to see is the contrary process; viz., the sale by the natives of
produce for-cash with which 1o pay the taxes which are-devoted
to. thé -expenses;of Administration. Payment in goods is not
.always popular, or-beneficial to-trade, and I hear that natives
have. often to dispose of goods thus paid to them at only a
fraction -of tlieir nominal value. This state-'of things is not
_satisfactory; and merclisnts. are; in my: view; adopting asshort-
:sighted. policy in thus buying up thecash earned’ by natives
for work done for Government instead of demanding prodice
for their goods, and allowing the cash to refurn as taxes to
Government. It is, however, a condition of thiiigs not un-
fiatur4l in the ‘development of a new country. The-native 'has
-quickly and shrewdly grasped ‘whete lLis ‘advantage lies.

_ Instedd of cariying produce for'gréat distances; hie nmow finds
that he ¢an make & better profit by catériiig for the wants-of
the eniployés of ‘Goverament, and-obtaining’ eash with -which,
without @ny trouble of transport, he can puichase imported
-gopds at trading stations -on the Nigér. ‘Theseé; in compari-
son’ with ' Bulky produce; reqﬁii'e<»7buﬁ‘;flitt1é ‘transport,’

N LR Y . ooy Lo . acoasier t g
132."The Yésilt, as I have said, of ‘this tendency oni-the Hé)rri;'
iof Biiropéan' firins, on the one hand t¢ absérb the cash ciitrency
by ‘selling goods ‘$o7 cish instead of for praduce, dud of The
Titive on the'dther hand; to absorb it in'‘ordet to plrchase -
'260ds for cash instead of for produce, is té leave the 'Adminis. -
tration ‘ht inferior stations with' a large’ amoupt,‘of' vihredlis-
able revenudion hand. This réyenie' takes the form ‘éf"cii,wi}'iés'.
«except in Bornu, wwhere the ‘cowrie. is' superseded by thé Maria.
"THéresa dollar.’ Ti oider t0 réalise thiese bowricsiior dollats—
‘Goveémment i driven ,to, purchase ‘Wwithi®thém sonjé’ reaitsalile-
‘proditee.  Thus, ‘at Kano and Zarii,' dotfoq, lides, ‘and ki
will have'to bé' purehased with Hhe dceunjulhted “ediwies! nd-
Sent down’ by, émpty cafts,” whie "t'iire',fgtﬁx;ijiﬁgf;@oiith'; :ﬁff?f \
Having' conveyed” stores dnd"material to ‘the north’iafid “this'
prodiice ‘¢an then be realised, by, sile"t5 meFekants 'at Zungery, -
:at’a profit Whith' Qepends' solely on thie CHAPNES|ci btherwise
R 2 2R0) AR R o SR 1 '
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~of the transport:employed: A firm, therefore; which establishes
.itself at those places, and: absorbs the specie introduced by
<Government, does not in. the ultimate event benefit itself, for it
~compels the :Government to become a purchaser of produce—
aot with cash' but with cowries<—and if it persisted in such a
form of trade, it would -eventually compel the Govérnment to
_@o even further, and pay its troops and purchase its supplies
with ‘the same medium, and thus the wultimdte téndency of
such 4 fori ofrtrade is simply to-oust a cash currency, and
retard the progress of this great reform. When that result
had been -achieved, the native purchaser would have to revert
to produce for the purchase of imported .goods;. for the trader,
" having no use for cowries as an export, would refuse torsell
to him except for produce, since he could no-longer offer ¢ash.
My, object in dlluding to: this -question is to impress upon
metrchants: that the only form ‘of trade, which can meet with
~the entire support of the -Government, is the export of pro-
-«duce, whether bought with goods or with cash; that a “cash
‘trade,” which consists of selling imported goods for cash, is
mot ito the advantage -of the .country and the Administration,
mnor ultimately to their own, and that the wultimate tendendy
.of such a form of trade isimerely to set back the ifitroduction
of ‘cash currency-as a medium of exchange: ‘' The trader who
-purchiases. prodice with cash in’the interior is thé most valu-
‘able to the 'Administration; for he enables the native to pay
the debts of the country with his produce; and'-gives nothiig
“in excharige buta currency token, which in“due: course reverts-
16 ‘Government in payment for administrative exponses.

' : e . [ { . ' . e H
133; In ‘this connection it may be interesting .to:consider
.the effect 'of tolls. upon. this matter of produce:, As d, matter
«f faét no large sumhas, I think, ever beex' realised: by. tolls
~on.exportableproduce.: The.greatér part+—shed nuts, oil seeds,
cotton, gum, &c., &c.—wais exempted under  the :clause by
which produce being conveyed to a ‘“neighbouring market”
- was-{ree’ of tolls, since none 6f these.low-grade articles are
.éonveyed for any-distance:.: Almost the wholé of thé rubber
fell ‘under ‘thé same: exemption,. except: @ little from Kabba.
Taiined sking: from " Kanoipaid tolls; butiostrich feathers:weie
~«ghiefly' sent by’ parcel! post. - In.order, liowever,. to leave: to
+doubthat all 4nthis, matter, and!torencourage: the: @xport’of
Produce, the mew Caravan' Proclamatiof, specifically. éxémpts ,
_all produce: which: is for exportoverseas from the; payment of
follss © vovi v co e e T
T s R ,’.‘Iix“ i «,-"rl‘:vl, IR ENTETITN
184, I wrote at, considerable.length iw my last report; (parg-
graphs,;201:206) upen the .questionyef tolls,.which hayo been
adversely criticised, by, European, merchants who. cannoty fully
appreciate the local conditions which, for the present, justify
-this form! of taxationsboth ifithe dyesof theilocal Administra-
~tion;}whose dim s.fo.proinote: éonitentnient, and. of the 1Ségre-
wtaryiniof :State, who»is»dullyl informed:.; I theni éxpréssed - the
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view that it would be more economically sound to institute a
system of rebates, increasing proportionately to the distance-
from “the coast, for .goods delivered at interior depdts than
to subject imports to a seriés of tolls; but I added that such.
a system could not be introduced until Northern and Southern
Nigeria had been amalgamated as one country. Meanwhile:
certain exemptions from tolls have Leen granted under the new
Proclamation fo traders of Northern Nigeria who are resident
in. the interior of .the country. I suggested also that it mights
be possible to increase the incidence of the general.tax upon
the trading community so that an enquivalent of -the tolls.
might be raised in this. way. Enquiry, however, has produced
a unanimous reply that this is not feasible in the Hausa States,
and since the traders are the wealthiest section of the popula--
tion, who have, nioreover, received the greatest benefits from
the peace and security, and the improvement of the roads, it
is reasonable that they should continue to contribute to. the:
revenue a proportion of their wealth, and in accordance with:
their traditional customs with which they are well content.
Tliere is no method of taxation, says the Resident of Sokoto,.
that is so little resented and so harmless as a tax on trade in
transit, while a graduated tax.on the wealth of the trader him-
self would be “utterly strange,” and misunderstood. That
province shows an increase in the tolls realised, though the:
efforts to check evasion have been abandoned. It is reported
that the traders now understand the system very well, and
calculate their dues very correctly, appealing at onece to the:
Resident if the collector’s assessment differs from their own.
The amount realised increased from £21,027 in 1903-04 to-
£34,459 in 1904-05, and in the current year over £40,000 will
be realised in spite of the increasing facilities for evasion.
Reports from. all provinces (except perhaps Kano) continue. to:
agree that trade is increasing very rapidly, and that the ‘tolls
‘have had no adverse effect upon it.

135. Lagos merchants complain that not so many caravans as-
formerly reach the coast, but this is accounted for by the
‘“cash trade,” to which I have already alluded~-by tle great
influx of Lagos traders into Northern Nigeria, where they
transact their trade, and finally by the local .demard in the:
Protectorate due to-the-creation of a large European and native:
staff, by whom live stock, palm-oil; and other articles formerly:
exported are bought up. The extent to which money is re-
mitted to Lagos may be seen by the money order retimns,
though they undoubtedly represent only a portion of the cash.
transferred. In 1904 the amountssent in five months was £425,
viz., at the rate of £1,020 for 4 year; in 1905 this had' incrensed
to £6,488, and is now about £800 per mensem,

136. Caravan tolls were the only tax existing in the country
which the Government decided should no longer be-collected by
the native chiefs, on account.of the abuses they had'given rise
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to and the great delays to which trade had been subjected. The
to’ls were therefore made a Government monopoly, and. ‘have
since been modified and reduced from time to tifne. It will
thus be feasible for Government to still further reduce or to
abohsh them at any time, without creating discontent or depriv-
ing native chiefs of a source of income to which they have
been accustomed. . Meanwhile a great part of the revenue
accruing from this source has been devoted to the construction
of roads and bridges and the 1mp10vement of caravan routes,
which enables caravans. to make two journeys in the season
where they formerly could make but one. Clrcultous trade
routes have been, abandoned for more direct ones, and Pagan
areas formerly closed are now open to traders. I also propose
to give some compensation tp traders who are robbed and can
produce a “clearance paper.” I have pointed out in my last
report that, so far as the tolls affect the local trade in artlcles
ivhich are nexther 1mported nor for éxport, they operate in
favour of duty-paid: imports, while the tolls on the latter
51mply enhance the selling ‘price to the native in distant mai-
kets, and in no greater degree than if the merchant liad to pay
taxes on his profits in any other form than tolls. All tolls on
produce for export oversea have now been abolished, and as
soon as it is feasible: (perhaps next year) I hope that this, may
be followed by the abolition of tolls on all imports of Bmt]sh
origin. It is_contrary to fact to allege that the tolls are col-
lected . by police.

IMPoRTS AND EXPORTS.

137. The value of the produce exported by the two principal
firms in, 1905 is returned at £148,258, of which rubber was
£101,207.  As Northern Nigeria has 10 seaboznd or ﬁscal
frontler towards fhe coast, the Government is not in possession
of any statistics as to 1mp01ts and exports, The High Com-
missioner of Southern Nigeria has this year instituted a regis-
tration of goods passing, to or from Northern Nigeria by the
waterwuy of the Niger, but even if this is effective—which I
doubt, since laden canoes pass at night and at all hours of
the day—lt will only result in a return of a portlon of the
exports and imports, exclusive of the very large quantity pass-
ing-to and from Lagos and other ports overland. Cotton goods
‘form the chief itém in the import list, probably about 60 per
cent of the whole, salt is about 12 per cent., and of the re-
mammg 28 pér cent. abiout half are provisions, liquor, and
tobacco for the staff.

138. Of the exports, rubber probably constituted 68 per cent.
of the total value, but I fear that the mdlscmmmate and sense-
less destriction-of the vines will result in as rapid a decrease
(vide paragraph 123). The shea nut expert trade, which-for-
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merly constituted the staple of Northern Nigeria, continues to
decrease in an unaccountable way, and is now an -almost negli-
gible amount. One reason assigned is the destruction of the
crop by forest fires, but these are not more prevalent, as far ds
I am awire, than in former years. Steps have been taker to
check this évil, but without a very strong police force legisla-
tion"is uiiable to cope with the matter. I hope, however, to
enlist the active support of the native chiefs, and by making
the nafive courts take cognizance of the firing of the prairie
grass as an offence, to bring an effective préventive check to
bear through the agency of the district headinan. The éxport
of ivory has-almost ceased—a result c¢hiefly due to the eéxploita=
tion of Adamawa by the Germans, and one which will not.-be
regretted by the Society for the Presérvation of African Fauna.

139. It would seem, in fact, as though the export.of natural
products had much declined, except in rubber; and had it not
been for the somewhat fortuitous, and I fear temporary, boom
in this product, the retuins would have shown a,serious‘decline.
I attribute this to certain causes which are themselves, I trust,
ephemeral, and as they cease to operate trade will, I believe,
Tecover.

(a.) The first cause is the one to which I réeferred in the first
paragraphs of this section. The creation of an Administra-
tion and of & large military force, including a battalion of
mounted infantry, has created a demand for grain and supplies
which is new, and which the native has not yet recognised as
normal. He has found it more lucrative to supply this local
ii{emand than to carry produce for export io more distant mar-

ets.

(b.) A large portion of the population formerly consisted of
more or less recently-enslaved persons, who have now left their
state of servitude and returned to their homes among the
Pagan tribes or taken up land for themselves. This has de-
creased the labour supply available for the classes who formerly
raised exportable produce with which to buy the imported
cottons they desired, and has temporarily decreased the wealth
of the classes who were the chief purchasers. The reform in
the taxation will, I think, go far towards the readjustment of
this difficulty.

(¢.) Labour formerly available for agriculture or the collec-
tion of silvan produce is now needed by Government for the
construction of roads, railways and other works, which in the
future will greatly develop trade, though at present it tends
to the reduction of the exportable output. The cash: earnings
by canoe-men and carriers for transport of Government goods
are also very considerable. They will in time be superseded by
better modes of transport, when these classes, accustomed to
comparative wealth, will be compelled. to acquire it by pro-
quetive industry,
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. .140. The observations which X made in ‘my last report.as to
the increase of the trade done- by. coloured: non-natives, es-
pecially from Lagos, are still further substantiated. The in-
crease; in the marine earnings (£905 in 1903-4 and £2,113 in
1904-5) shows. that the facilities afforded by Govemment for
the importation of trade goods by this class are appreciated.
In the financial year 1905-6 a further advance to £83,091 has
been realised. The Niger Company have also opened a similar
carrying. service: ‘for general traders, though at rates somewhat
in excess of those charged by Government; and the Chalrman,
in his annual report, states.that “during ‘the first six months
780 passengers and 495 tons of cargo were carried.” Additional
inducements to European traders to open up stations in the
interior have been afforded, both by leases on nominal terms
and concessions as regards caravan tolls. The Niger Company
and Messrs. Holt and Co. are the principal firms, but the Kano
Trading Company have now a depét at Xano, and have recently
opened oite at Zaria; Messrs. Siegler & Co. have a station at
Lolkoja, and propose to open elsewhere; and a new firm, the
British Nigerian Syndicate, is, I understand, shortly to com-
mence operations. There 1s also a keen competltlon by Lagos
traders. The Lokoja and Ibi Syndicate have not done anything
"during the past year.

Skins and Kano Leather,

141, The price of dyed goat skins at Kano is 7d. per lb. In
the Jiuropean and American market they are said to be worth
26 per cent. more if iindyed, and in this condition they are
cheaper at Xano, wlere undyed skins can be bought of the

* same quality and finish. The réd dyed skins can only be dyed
black, dand are largely used in the boot hude, but if undyed
they can be dyed by the manufacturers in any colour——tan,
brown, &c.  Mi. Birtwistle, the commercial .intelligence
officer of Lagos, has taken much trouble to ascertain the com-
mereial value of these skins. He states that the average value
is 1s. 84. to 1s. 9d. per lb, or ls. 4d. per skin. Leaving a
margin of 4d. for freight charges and other expenses; they
could be purclinsed at Lagos for Ls. 3d. per 1b., or Ls. per skin
in bulk (or 1s. 3d. undyod) The Lagos Tr admg Company
oftered this rate for the first six months of 1906. Selected
skins for book-binding are worth 3s. to 4s. each. These figures
regarding the home market were obtained from three leading
firms. On the other hand, the Kano Trading Company found
that they could not 1ead11y dispose even of selected skins at a
profit, while the British Nigerian Syndicate state that there. is
an unlimited demand in America for these skins at.even higher
. rates (viz, 1s: 10d.) than those quoted by Mr. Birtwistle. Half
a million were, I understand, ordered at 22s, per dozen, tanned
and dyed as at present, and a “ colossal business ” can be.done
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in-undyed skins for the new “ Chrome ” tanning industry: The
-.commercial reports on Tripoli show an export 6f £50,000 worth
of skins, while Mr. Laing states that the Arabs -export to
Tripoli from Kane a million skins, at a value of £87,000 per
annum. I think that there will be no difficulty at all in divert-
ing this trade to the south, but I have beén anxious not to take
premature action until the new road from Kano to Zungeru
should be fit for wheeled transport. It is probable that this
year the Resident may be able to purchase lirge quantities of
these skins, with the surplus cowries paid as taxes (which are
in.excess of those realisable for cash), and send ‘them ‘doivn ‘by
returning carts. Merchants who desiré to develop this trade
must study the requirements of the Kano market, for the people
are very conservative and will only purchase the goods they are
accustomed to and dislike imitations. Care must be taken in
sending the skins by the southern route (wheie the atmospliere
is more humid than by the desert) that they are well packed, so
as to avoid spotting and deterioration from damp. Undyed
skins are cheaper at Karno (raw hides with the hair on 33d.),
and command. a better price in Europe and Amenca, and the
best process-appears to be to steep the skinsin a liquid: preser-
vative and export them after being sun-dried. They should be
bought in bulk, as is the custom of the Arab traders, and not
selected; ox skins should also furnish a valuable export. The
quantltles of both available are said to be almost unlimited.

Live Stock.

142. There is a large export of cattle, sheep, and goats from
the Northern States, especially Sokoto, and from French Ashen
through ‘Nigeria. Some of these go to the hinterland of
Ashanti, some to Lagos. The local demand at Lagos apart
from coast trade is (says Mr. B1rtw1st1e) from 7,000 to 8,000
per annum, and cattle fetch from £2 to £5 apiece (from £1 to
£3 extra in the rains).

Ostrich Feathers.,

143. T regret that the pressure of administrative work has
so far prevented the inauguration of the model ostrich farm,
which I have proposed to establish under the charge of
Assistant Resident Captain Harbord, who has an expert know-
ledge of ostrich farming. The Kano Trading Company have,
however, begun .an experimental farm at Kano, and I under-
stand that their chief export during the year has been ostrich
feathers. The Tripoli Arabs also export feathers largely by
parcel post. The feathers are very inferior to the South
African, but this is apparently entirely due to the careless way
in which the birds are treated. (See Report 1904, paragraph
237.) During the year the Kano Trading Company exported
100 1bs. and {he Arabs 1,716 1bs, from: Kano, at-a value of £605.
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. Cotton,

144. An.examination of the prospects of cotton will be found
wunder head “Tconomic.” When the hand gins, which have
-long been promised by the British Cotton-Growmg Association,
.arrive.I hope to Dpurchase considerable quantities of lint cotton

w1t£1 surplus cowxies, and send it down by Government
-carts.

TRADE OF Provixces.

Sokoto,

145, I add a few notes on the trade of various provinces
from Residents’ reports. Tolls were instituted in the province
in April, 1904, and the- Resident reports that they are con-
sideved -very faiir- by the traders and give rise to no friction
whatever, -either ih Sokoto or Gando. The nsmstance of dis-
.trict headmen has been enlisted to prevent evasion; and évery
,possibleprecaution tiken to avoid hampering tradsé.in: any way.
"Trade is reported as “ flourishing, increasing, and unaffected by
tolls.” A comparison of statistics' for thrée of the principal
stations for the nine months from Aprll to Décember, 1905
:shows theé vulue of the trade as £69,169 in 1904 and £67,850 in
1905, an increase of £8,661 in the nine months. The tota]
<trade is given ast: ——-Impoxts, £22,186; exports, £8,666; in-
~transit, £63,634—total, £94,386. The increase in the "first
quarter of 1906 is even more - inarked, Of this £67,850, Jega
.accounts for £54,391, and it may therefors be useful to:.com-
ment on the nature of the trade at this important centre. Live:
-stock accounts for almost the whole of the 1mports, and the
value has risen steadily during the year. Cattle average. value
for first six months, £421; average. last six months, £1,369.
:Sheep and goats, value has enormously inereased) £102 Janu-
.ary; £929, December. Native Cloths account for 90 per-cent.
of the value of the - -exports. Ashanti kolas, over: 18,000,000
.arrived; valued: at £36,048. They fetch 4s. per hundred An
-Jega and 4s. per thousand in Ashanti. “The downward ‘trade
~to Ashanti istrifling, and consists of cloths, gowns;-dried onions
c-and a little natron” Lagos trade is valued at £14,340, of -
which £9,107 represents :séaborne Lolas, and £130 spices. The
trade from Jebba by candve amounts' to.-only £370.  The
Ass1stant Resident conclides by saying that *tolls’ have mot
raised prices ‘or giminished trade; iriportéd:clothis :and 'kolas,
for instaniée; are sdaid to now tulé cheaper'than dt: -any’ formeéx
time.” ' “Sokoto trade,” says the Resident, “is-of ‘a-different
-nature Trom that of Jega, “which has httle Jocal trade of ‘its’
~owii, and 1 is &-centre of exchange, or-mere transit-dépot: Sokoto
Jhas Tittle tmnsxt trade, and‘ ig not acentre of exchange Tts
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imports are for local use, and its exports are local manufac- -
tures. There is a considerable trade, mostly in cattle and?
Asben salt, from the north-east (Gobir), through Zamfara:
(augméntéd in Zamfara by local” ¢loth), toiwards Kino ' and
Nupe. Difficultiés of transport prevent the export of shea and™
other produce. The wealth of the province consists i its énor-
mous herds‘of cattle and flocks of sheep. ‘Of the foriner there
are probably 100,000 head. 'Cattle owners have derived the-
greatest benefit from British rule, which has thrown open to-
them the pastures formerly closed by the chronic war with
Argungu, &e.

Kano.

. 146. The Resident. gives some useful notes on trade. The
Tripoli- Arabs, lie says, monopolise the export.trade inskins.and
tobes (native gowns); and the import trade in saddle.-
cloths, coloured wool, spices and sugar. The experimental.
journey undertaken by one of them—Nasuf-—(to which T re-
ferred in my .last report) in order to test the advantages of
the Southern route, has resulted in advice to his partners to, con--
tinue the desert route. .Dr. Cargill says that 40 camel loads-
cost only £260 by sea, as against £400 by the desert route, and:.
take only half the time, while through rates to Tripoli were.
quoted in Liverpool, but Nasuf complains.of the expense of"
living in Liverpool and other difficulties. Dr. Cargill con-
jectures: that- possibly a. few slaves, may be acquired  on
the way to Tripoli, which would add to the gains by-
the desert. route. The Eano Trading. Company -opened a
business in . February, 1905, for the purchase of, -skins,
&c.; but dheir anticipations have mot been, fulfilled and
they are at present limiting themselves to an export of”
feathers by parcel post: The proyisions of the Caravan
Proclamation. practically exempt them. from tolls, and every
effort.has been smade by the Administration. to encourage this-
enterprise; and: I understand that, as- soon as the new road-
becomes thoroughly practicable for carts, they intendi toagain
eiibark in general trade. The parcel post has been used! 'to-
such an extent by the Tripoli Arabs for the import of tobes and
other articles of trade that the service, which was.conducted at
a .congiderdble- loss- to: Government, became :congested, and
Governmént was unable to convey the enormous quantities of -
parcels. I -have thereforé been -compelled to charge actual
transport cost as from May 1st of.this-year. [The Argbs im--
ported during the yéar 789 parcels by this means; weighing
8,661 1bs. and-valued at £1,216, while all .other parcels aggre-
gated.only 578, weighing 3,076 1bs, and valued at £217., The~
price of natron, the chief article of export southwards; fell
during the ;year, owing. to. the ‘large "quantity shipped hy-
canvés from Yola, and consequently traders exported specie-
southwards, making their profit on the up-journey. The aboli--
tion of tolls on produce for over-sea export and its retention on
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imports will, I trust, act as an incentive to the export of
produce (paragraph 133 et 5¢4.). The activity of the Kakanda
canoe-men this year in the natron trade may posmbly be due
t0-the.active ‘measiires.taken to suppress the trade in slaves on
the Benue, in_ which. these men were engaged ‘M. Cargill sub-
mits the view thiat there are three special lines of trade from
the northern states which mlght be developed, ¥iz., iskins,
feathers, and live stock, to which I would add cotton and bees-
Wax.

’

Bornu.

147. The Acting Resxdent Major McClintock, says that three
reasons were given to him by an influential Tnpoh trader to
account for the fact that the Tripoli trade was not increasing:
(a). the fall in prices of Tripoli goods, owing to competition
from the south; (b) the decline in the wealth of the Bornu
chiefs, owing to the check upon their extortions from the
peasantry; and (¢) a fall in prices of skins and feathers at
Tripoli. The insfitution of frontier Customs (from which their
goods were formerly exempt, though imports from the coast
pald 10 per cent.) was an additional cause. Thé Tripoli tfade
is usually a speculation with borrowed money, on thich interest
has to be paid. The French collect the following tolls at
Zinder:—

$4 per camel load of feathers or ivory, value $300 and
$240, respectively.

$2 per camel load of skins, value $60.

The great desideratum for the development of the Bornu trade
is 'the establishment of a trading dep6t within reach, say at
Nafada, on the navigable Gongola. The Niger Company have
established one lower down at Kombo. There is a véry great
quantity of the best gum arabic; also beeswax of good quality
1s abundant in ‘the Beddi and Fika countries. A very great
deal of grain (millet) is exported by the natives to other pro-
vinces, and it.is therefore clear that they would export the more
valuable and less bulky products I have named, if encouraged
by a steady demand. Ginned cotton might also form a valu-
able export. I have related in my lagh report with what
luxuriance cotton grows on the Chad plain. Cattle form a
large item in the exports, the figures given are 4,138, value
£9,690; in 1904, and 4,545, value £11,097, in 1905 Tn the
latter year 400. to 500 selected animals for transport purposes
were also purchased by Government. Natron of course forms
the chief export,, and goes west to Kaio and south to Yola.
A party of Shuwa Arabs from Kanem, east of Chad (French),
arrived early in 1906, saying they wished to re-open the trade
with Bornu (chmﬂy in_camels and dates), which had been
closed since the time of Rabeh,
26055 F
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Muri,

148. The registered trade passing ‘through the five toll
stations amounted to £28,885, of which Wase, Laiu and Ibi were
about £7,500 each, Amar £4,500, and Tunga £1,800. Of this
trade 85 per cent. consists of kolas, cattle, native and imported
salt, and cloth (cattle 22 per ¢ent., importéd salt 18 per cent.),
native cloth 17 per cent., remainder 6 to 8 per cent. The im-
ports and exports from and to the Kameruns were:— -

Imports. Value, Exports. Value.
Kolas (60 tons) 1,500 Native cloth e 4,000
- British salt... . 500
Cattle (3,000) ... ...l 6,600 British cloth v | 1,600
Total .. .| 8,000 Total .,. .| 6,000

Native salt commands a slightly higher value than imported
salt. -(Kiana salt is three times the price) The output is
estimated at 350 to 400 tons; 610 tons of British salt were
brought int6 the province (paragraph 125).

The Resident confirms previous reports that, though the soil
is so well adapted for cotton, and the population so dense and
industrious, with the waterway of the Benue to facilitate trans-
port, the profits to the matives by utilising the raw cotton
locally are greater than those gained by its sale even at 1d.
per Ib. The Germans have now checked the cattle trade by
putting an export duty of 10s. on every animal, regardless of
size OF 86X,

Nussaraia,

149. The trade passing through the four toll stations is
quoted at £17,026, and' the tolls increased from £249 to £994.
The natives state that trade is increasing, and it is certainly
extending into the wilder parts of the province, with the most
beneficial results. Hausa traders have now begun to settle
among the Kagoros for the purpose of collecting rubber, and
there are said to be “not less than twenty at any village.”
The most important items of trade were : —Salt, £83,765; kolas,
£2,397; mnatron, £1,438; and horses, £736. Rubber, shea-nuts
and palm kernels are the only produce exportéd, but the Resi-
dent complains of the great destruction of the rubber plants
and the consequent falling off of the export. Cotton is grown
extensively, but the local demand is in excess of the supply.

The imported seed is in great demand,
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Nupe. ‘

. 160. Evasion of tolls in¢reases, and has been déveloped as an
art. In spite of this the régistered trade has increased; and
tlie Resident estimates the real increase at 20 per cent., especi-
ally in kolas and salt. It is noticéable that caravans now
penetrate the most remote parts of thé provinde, and this has
led to an increase in live stock. The shea:nt output was bad,
owing tec unfavourable showers at the blossoming season and
to domage done by burning the grass. The cultivation of
ground-huts is being greatly increased, and:‘the C.M.S. have
undertaken valuable experimernts with a view to improving the
cultivation of theé sugar-cane. The soil of about half the ,
province is said to be adapted to the cultivation of cotton, and
the remaining half to ground-nuts. The low price offered for
cotton does not make it so remunerativé as other crops. Trade
as & whole is reported to have “ éxpniided in a marked degree,”
and so also has the silver currency. '

Kabba,

161. The Resident reports that the price offered for cotton is
not sufficient to stimulate production. The chief export is
rubber. The caravin tolls increased’ during the current year
by 86 per cent. New trading stations have been opened by
Meossrs, Holt and the Niger Company. The introduction of
pigeon peas has been. vory successful in thé Pagan districts,

Tllorin,

162. The gross value of the trade passing through toll
stations is given by Dr. Dwyer at £93,730. Caravan traders
state that they have no complaints, and “what they pay now
is nothmg to what they had to pay in the past, with the ad-
dition of being raided and their women heéld to raiisom.” 8,224
hawkers were licensed, and cash to the value of £4,5625 was
taken to Lagos to purchase goods betweon October and De-
combar, Itwould seem that the amount of cash taken to Lagos
of which the Resident could have knowledge would only be a
small part of the total. When this amount is added to the
value sent by money orders (paragraph 135), it will be seen
that a large amount of cash trade is done with Lagos, apart
from the barter trade. The value of the imports into Illorin
city are given as follows:—Kolas, £3,040; cotton goods,
£2,404; Illorin gowns, £2,066; hardware, £392; spices, £184;
total, £36,446. Exports—Natron, £3,697; native hardware,
£352; strawware, £89; skins, £86; miscellaneous, £144;
total, £4,368. The trade in live stock was valued at £3,900
(93 horses, 867 cattle, and 1,689 sheep and goats). 'On the re-
peated assurances of the Resident that all cotton grown would
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. be purchased, its cultivation was largely extended, but unfor-
tunately when the crop wwas ready, purchase ceased, to the great
disappointment of the growers and the sefious check, to .the
industry. A considerable quantity ‘was carried to Ibadan,
where 33d. to 4d. & pound was realised on lint' cotton, but
when purchase was recommenced only 26 tons, instead of over
100, were forthcoming.” ‘ o

Yola. : TR

. . IO D L.

153. The total volume of registered trade is. quoted at
. £15,425, of which £4,03¢ were imports, £4,693 exports, and
£6,698 in transit. Customs and tolls together realised £1,162.
Cattle were valued at £4,670; salt, £2,866; mnatron, £2,647;
native cloth, £2,185; Lnglish .cloth, £1,478; kolas, £921;
beads, £348; ivory, £317; and horses, £284. Trade appeaxs io
be slightly increasing, but the diversion of canoes to the trans-
port of material on the Gongola, and the Munshi disturbancés
interfered with its expansion. The Niger Company’s ageiit
says tl}at he “ sees indications of a large increase in the produce
trade.’

Bussa. >

154. The province is wonderfully fortile, and the crops,
which include beniseed, ground-nuts, .cotton, tobacco, and othér
exportable products, are very good. 'The chief wealth of the
province is, however, in its silvan products, viz., five kinds of
rubber, ebony, mahogany, wood-oils, palm kernéls, Xino, atid
gum. The Resident estimates the output of rubber as 360 tons
per annum, value locally £40,000; palm kernels 500 tons,
local value £3,000. The cotton is at present consumed locally.

Koitagora,

155. Cotton seed is eagerly demanded, but the distance to
any purchasing depdt is too great to admit of export. The
Resident advocates a receiving depdt at Yelwa, on the Niger.
At present the cotton is used in local manufactures. Rubber
has been found on the islands in the Niger. There is not
much irade in this province, the total volume registered
being only £10,554.

L?myu.

156. The economic prospects are very poor, owing to the
extreme paucity of the population and their apathy. Shea is
the chief export, but not oxe-quarter is collected. Moringha
oil has been well reported upon at the Imperial Institute, but
there is no prospect of any large supply. The influx of
Yorubas will, I trust, promote trade and enterprise among.thege
apathetic people. '
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'V.—REVENUE, EXPENDITURE, AND GUSTOMS.

. 167. The :actual revenue .collected: locally each year, apart
“from- Customs dues accruing on the.const, which are collected
by ‘Southern- Nigeria, is as follows: —

. 189960, Entimate | Hstimate

ot . [1900-01.{1001-02. 1903-05. 1008-0¢1 190405 3965705 | {agcor.
£ | = £ £ £ £ £ |
‘8 2,180 | 4424 | 16,816 | 55,720 | va,026 {  85,400%| 100,000

* Already received £110,287.

The-estimated vevenue of the finaricial year 1904-b wad
£64,445; the ambunt actually realised was £94,026, a surplus
of £39i681 and an increase of 72 per cent. The progress of
the revenue has: indeed been most satisfactory, as may be seen
from the- table abave. I snid' in my last report that if the
progressive inciease was to be maintained it would be neces-
sary to increase the administrative staff. A considerable in:
crease has been: appioved by the: Secretary of State in the
current year. The-anticipated increasein thé year just closed
(£24,887 surplus) is equally satisfactory (29 per cent. increase);
in view of the large loss of révenue durinig the Satiru outbreak,
both in respect of tolls and of tribute (latter only half re:
ceived).

158. Tuining to the details of the revenue of 1904-b, the
amount anticipated froin canoe licences (£5,000) foll short by
£1,933. There were no mineral licences during the year (£500
estimated), and railway eafnings were £967, as against £1,600
estimated. 'Thé export duty on ivory realised £68 only, in-
stead of £400. Under almost all other heads there was an
excess. Hawkers’ licences and court fines exceeded the esti-
mate by over £2,000 each, Caravan tolls realised £34,479, an
excess of £16,200. The land tax realised £21,269, an excess
of £18,258. Marine earnings exceeded by £1,298, Customs by
£2,386; miscellaneous by £1,360: ‘The expenditure exceeded
the estimate by £12,724. This was due toa misunderstanding
as to-the telégraph vote, for I had supposed that the balance
of thie special grant for- this purpose, which hdd been made In
the: previous year, viz, £32,623, was available, whereas the
saving of the previous year had been included in the general
.accounts of the Protectorate, and: only £25,000 was-allocated to
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this year. An excess of £13,089 was thus incurred on this
vote, which more than accounts for. the_excess (£12,724) on the
total expenditure of the year. It is, however, satisfactory to note
that the total sum granted by Parliament for'this most import-
ant work was thus spent upon it, and not otherwise absorbed,
while the surplus revenue not only defrayed this excess, but
left a net surplus of £26,868. The military expenditure -also
showed an excess of £16,324. The excess of assets.-over lia: "
bilities (exclusive of value of vessels.and buildings and other
material assets) at the end of the finan'cial year 1903-4 was
£492, and this was increased at the .close of 1904-5 to £39,473.
The Iniperial grant-in-aid for this year stood at £405,500, but
the satisfactory increase in revenue admitted of its reduction
during 1905-6 to £320,000, a decrease of £85,500; The usual
statements of revenue ahd expenditure in detail will be found
in Appendix I.

159. The unavoidable delay in submitting this report en-
ables me to add a practically accurate account of the finances
of the Protectorate for the financial year 1905-6, though the
accounts in their final form have not yet been submitted. The
expenditure for the year was estimated .at £500,000, and .sub-
sequent sanction was accorded by the Secretary .of State .and
the Lords of the Treasury for the expenditure of £2,000 on
the engagement of Indian clerks and transport men and pur-
chase of gedr, and of £600 for a special survey to determine
longitudes by telegraphic signals. The following unantici-
pated charges had also to be met:—New pensions and gratui-
ties; £1,018; loss of specie by theft, £935,; railway survey (ex-
cess), £1,315; P.W.D. material not charged to last year's ac:
counts, £1,037, and finally a portion of the outstanding debt of
the W.A.F.F. to the Colonial Office of £7,242, which had been
incurred prior to the transfer of the Administration, and was
directed to be charged to this year's accounts. The total esti-
mated and non-estimated charges therefore amounted to
£514,147. By strict economy, however, the actual expenditure
was only £497,918 (in spite of the cost of the Sokoto and
Munshi campaigns, estimated at £4,400), shewing a saving on
the estimate of £2,182 and of £16,229 on the total sanctioned
expenditure.’

The grant-in-aid for this year was reduced from £4056,500
to £320,000, a decrease of £85,500. The. contributions from
Southern Nigeria and Lagos were raised by £15,000 to a total
of £75,000, and with local receipts (estimated at £85,400) the
total anticipated revenue reached the sum of £480,400, leaving
a deficit of £19,600 on the estimated expenditure-and .of £33,747
on the -anticipated expenditure, including supplementary
charges described above. The revenue realised, however, was
£505,203, being an excess over the estimate of £24,803. In-
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stead, therefore, of a deficit of.£33,747, theraccounts shew a net.
surplus of £8016. . :

—_— Est:lmo,tqd.. ' ) Actual;

Revenue o e e e e 480:400 | ' 505;203
Expenditure-... 500,000 . 497,918
Deficit: | Surplus.

19,600 7,285

The excess of assets over liabilities, which on March 3list, 1905,
stood at £39,473, is increased by this surplus to £46,768. This
will admit of a further reduction of the grant-in-aid in the
coming year. :

The financial position of the Protectorate: may therefore;,
I think, be considered to be increasingly satisfactory, though
it will be many years before it can pay its way.

160: The main desideratum for the continued expansion of'
the revenie is & means of cheap transport which will render
it possible to éxport the produce of the interior; which ol
present cannot be brought to the navigable waterways at rates
which will admit of it$ purchase at remunérative prices. The
taxes, which are light and impose no severe strain on the
people, must largely be paid in kind, and this prodice, which
the countiy offers in payment for its administration, cannot at
present be realised'in full. It has even heen found necessary for
this reason to give back to the Emirs a portion of the tix due
o Government, Carrier transport costs fully 2s. per ton mile.
This will be reduced on the particula section travérsed by the
Zungeru-Kano roud, when that road is completed and the new
cart train is fully organised, to probably 1s. 64. or less per ton
mile, but it is obvious that were freights fixed as high as 6d.
(or even 3d.) per ton mile a light tramway would be very re-
minerative. As the land (or “general ™) tax is more fully col.
lécted from a population estimated at about nine millions, it is.
clear that a large increase in revenue should take place wers

' it possible to realise the taxes paid. Until such means of
developing the country are instituted, ng rapid expansion of
the revenue beyond the figure it has now reache? ‘£110,300)
can be anticipated.

Cusroms.

161. The import duty on salt rose from £4,766 in 1903-4 to
£7,916 in 1904-5; which indicates an import of a similar num-
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ber of tons of salt. The :export dues on ivory (including coii-
fiscations of small tusks under the Wild Animals’ Preserva-
tion Proclamation) fell fromn £644 to £68. Such ivory as for-~
merly was exported from Northern Nigeria was almost ex-
clusively obtained from German Adamawa, and is now
exploited by the Germans. It consisted also chiefly of small
tusks, which are now contraband. The trade, therefore,, is
practically dead. The Customs collected by the administra-
tive staff of provinces conterminous with French and German
frontiers shews a satisfactory increase from £1,0562 to £3,301.
These figures, however, include Customs due on postal parcels,
a source of revenue which has very largely increased. The
number of Custoihs Stations in 1903-4 was 26, and in 1904-6
three additional stations were added.

162. The Collector of Customs reports that there is less
trouble with native smugglers of salt than formerly. The"
Niger-Benue route to Garua, in the Kamerun hinterland, has
been freely used by the Geérmans for the conveyance both up
and down of goods in transit—some eight different consign-
ments having been recorded. The French also madé the ex-
periment of sending a large consignment of stores in transit
by this route to their possessions on the south-east of Chad,
and the Colonial Minister said in the Chamber of Deputies
(21st Feb., 1906) that it had proved a success,and 115 tons were
to be despatched by the agency of the Niger Company in. 1906.
No new consignments to French territory in the north arrived
during the year, and it is understood that in future the sup-
plies for the Zinder distriet will be despatched by the Kayes-
Bamako railway and the Upper (French) Niger, so that the
route through British territory will be avoided and the leased
land remain unused. A flotilla arrived from the north and
g.ei;é‘gd‘ the remaining stores out of the leased area at Fort

oldie.

163. The following are the various vessels (other than
Government) with their tonnage, which have been recorded
at the port of Egori as entering Northern from Southern
Nigeria during 1905. The figures shew the number of inward
entries only. . o \

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (¢) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.



Number of Times Entered.
. . 17 Total |
Nvagse;);f Tonnage. R . g . ,§ E vgach] ‘ . Remarks.

;& g a5 = g 'g g a2 essel.

S & e 1= J Q 183 © 3 -

S| EIE|E|B|E|F|2|5l8l5]8

S|g|2|d|2 8|52 |o|& R
Scarbrough 468 ——-|—=|=-|=|—1 8] 1] 1] 1| 2|— 8 Owned by the Niger Company. -
Ribago ... 441 —_ === === 1] 1|=({—=]— 2 Do. do.
Aberdare ... 353 — === =] == 2| ] 1| =] 3 Do. ‘do.
Nigeria- ... 334 —_ === 1= =] 1 Do. do.
Yakoba ... 249 —_— == === 1| === 1 Do. do.
Liberty ... 172 2l 1| —~|—|—| 172 1} 1]|—]|1 1 10 Do. do.
Soudan: ... 152 — =)=} == 1] 1| =] 1= 2|— 5 Do.. do.
Halstead ... 130 —_ === —=1=] 1| = 1] 1} 1]~ 4 Owned by Holt & Co.
Nupe e | 80 — === —={—=—| 2| 1{ 2| 1] 2} 2 10- Owned by the Niger Company.
N'Doni ... 70 4l 2l 1 1|—{ 1] 1} 1]—]| 2| 3] 2 18 Do. do.
N'Kissi ... 70 2l —| 1|~ 1| 1} 1|~—-|—=}—]| 2] T 9 Do. do.
Kaduna ... | 70 - 11 1 t|j—}| 21 1} 2] ¢v|—} 1} 2 12 Do. do.
Yola 20 —_ == 1} 2| L= =|—|—|—]— 4 Do. do.
Ebo 80 |—[| 1|—|—|—=| 1l—}—f—]|—}f 1] 1 4 Do.- do.
Egga 10 —|—| 1] 85| 8}{—|—|—{=—]1—1— 12 ) Do. . do.
Swale 110 —_— = === =]=]=|—]—] 2] 1 3 ] Owned by Holt & Co.
Garara ... 2% [—{—|—|—|—{! 1t 1}f—=f—=]—t=—1I— 2 | Owned by the Niger Company.
Egholm ... | 1,950 — =] === === 1| =|=|— 1 Chartered by the Niger Company.
Cuirbmore ... | 220 |(—|—|—|—!—[—|—{—1| L|—[—[— I | Chartered by Holt & Co.
T'rader ... ‘80 —_ == == ===} 2|=]=]|— 2 Owned by Holt & Co.
Anita . 200 )=l =] == =]=]=] 1| == 1 ‘Do. do. .
Ekuro e | 277 - ===~ =1—|1]|=|=1{— 1 Chartered by Northern Nigeria Government

Totals... | 7,591 8| 5] 4] 6] 8|12|15] 8| 14| 7|17 |10} 114
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Total tonnage entered:— ) ‘
Niger Company ... . 14,798

Holt & Co. ... . 3,460
Vessels chartered by Government ... 2T

Total . 18,83

VL—LAND TRANSPORT.

164. During the dry season of 1904-5 (October, 1904, to
June, 1905) the new transport system made its first organised
effort to cope with the land transport work of the Protectorate,
and to substitute animal and draught transport for human-
carriers. In a lengthy Standing Order I had -drawn up the
outlines of its organisation, and in September, 1904, Lieut.
Ross was appointed head of the department. There existed at
that time a few carts of different patterns, most of which were
not suitable to the country, and a considerable quantity of
component parts, together with some pack gear and about 215
animals. One hundred carts were under order from England
of the Indian pattern. The road between Zungeru and Zaria
was still in a very rough state. At the beginning of 1905 it

_had been pushed through to Zaria, and I myself travelled
thence to Zungeru with the first carts which traversed it, but
it was barely possible to get them across some of the unbridged
rivers and deep gullics. Oxen for .draught and pack were
purchased in Sokoto and Bornu, and sent to Zungeru, but they
arrived worn out with their long journey, and the Sokoto cattle

" died off very rapidly, being unsuited to the more southern

_climate. They were, moreover, too young, and' were badly
selected.

165. Every effort was made to pub together a serviceable
batch of carts from the component parts in hand, and to
purchase animals to complete the establishment 1aid down for

.. each province as well asfor headquarters, but great difficulty was
experienced, not only in obtaining and training .animals, but in
finding and teaching attendants. At Zungeru'a base transport

. depdt was established on the northern side of the Kaduna, and
the training of oxen to pack and draught work and of attend-
ants was energetically pushed on. By the end of the dry
season 1,538 animals had been purchased, but owing to the
causes I have named, and to an outbreak of pleuro-pneumonia
there had been 448 casualties among them, and 204 had been
re-sold. During the ensuing rains the animals were placed in
charge of native farmers under contract, but the system did
not answer well. Meanwhile, the 100 carts had arrived, but
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R
owing:ito. the1r ‘bad: workmanshlp and: faulty constxucbxon, mucht
difficulty was experienced in putting :them. together. In splte
of all difficulties 141 loadedscarts hadireached: Zaria; conveying
about.30 tons of stores; -about half this numbsr had goneon {o
Kano, .and some éven 1eached Katsena *"The -chief: transport
officer was able:'to report that few .carriers had ‘been einployed.
duting the dry -season in the northern provinces, and.animals
had' even been used to. somé extent diring the rains. In the
southern provinces carriers were still the principal means of
transport, owihg ito the greater difficulties in. using animals and
the heavier mortahty among them: The mail§ between Baro
and Zungem were mow carried’ on: pack .ponies, with great
saving in time and cost. - A depdt for gram, &c on the Kano
road was instituted -to -overcome the very serious difficulty -of:
obtaining supplics for men and diiimals. Two more will be
made in the coming yea¥. . These, with intermediate rest-
liouses, will; I'hope, remove all difficulties: Moreover; with-the:
substitution' of draught transport for .carriers: (with- their
thieving and looting propensities), coﬁﬁdencé will ;be restored
among thé villagers.,

166. The éxperience thus gained was utlllsed on my return
to Northern Nigeria in preparing a complete tevision: of ‘the
Transport Standing Order, both as regards the organisition:
and. details of transport work in the field, and as regards the
check on the expenditure of the transport vote, which I now
transferred to the control of the Chief Transport Officer. 'Thé
system I had introduced of issuing “Warrants” supported by
proper authority for the journdy contemplated, and fixing scales
of transport allowed liad already resulted in lajge gconomies;
and’ the saving had been increased by the substltutlon of
animals for human carriers, Oiit of these savings the pur-
chase of the aiiiinalswas effectéd. . The-transport office ias now
respons1ble for ‘checking the wanants and for the geneial
supervision of the transport establishment allotted to each pro-
vince, and a regular system of penodlml convoys from Zun-
geru, to Kano and intermediate stations was indgugurated: Tach
province recéived full instructions xegardmg its transport ex-
penditure, care of animals, &. Experience had also shown
that it was. inadvisable to purchase animals in distart proe
vinces, for, however excellent the breed of oxen and howeévér
chéap théir price, . ‘they rarély tlitove in a new climate, while
the Sokoto bullocks especially were found wuseless for our piir-
pose.  Camels are more useful in the Sokoto and Kano pro-
winces, but do.not thrive further south.

167. The Secretary of State now concurred in a proposal
1o bring froin India a:small expertistaff 6f transport attendants,
whovmight act as'instructors.to batches of local natives. Two
veterinary assistanfs, two blacksmiths (wheelwrights), two :car-
penters; two shoeing' smiths, two saddlers, with 18 animal at-
tendants, comprised the batch I proposed to engage. Mr.
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Carrigan, Assistant Transport Officer, who had a long Indian
transport -experience, was entrusted with this: task; .andi.at the.
same- time he was instructed: to maké extensive purchases -of
the latest pattern. of Indian transport catts; pack gedr and.
spare parts, and to fully arvange:for tlhe rations of the Indians:
He left England in the autumn, and arrived: in Nigeria with
the whole of his .establishment -(which included-12 clerks fér
geéneral service) in March, 1906, having carried out hisi diffi-
cult task with. great ability and the strictest .economy. The
men: are .contented, and have .already proved invaluable in:
teaching the natives how to use and repair carts, break-in oxen
to.draught work, and tend animals. The Indian.artificers ave
acknowledged by the best of tlie artisans from the .Coast fo be:
greatly their superiors, and, though at first inclined: to resent
their arrival, they are now eager to-learn from them. Veterin-
ary work, shoeing; pack-saddle making; and wheel-making are;
indeed, erafts hitherto unknown in West Africa. I additiom
to the regular transport-carts, Mr. Carrigan brought several :of
the rough country carts of India; which are so simple in-con-
sfruction that I hope they will be adopted by the African
villagers, who can make them out of the timber of the jungle,
as they are made in India. When these hopes are fulfilled a
new era will have begun, the export of all kinds of produce
will have been rendered feasible, and the economic development
of the country will receive a great impetus. Samples of ah
# gkka,” a-““ tonga,” &c., were also brought; with a view to their
local construction, if they prove adapted to the country.

168. There are now a total of 180 serviceable carts, the
majority of which will be used on the main road: between Zun-
geru and Kano. Ten have also been sent to Bornu (by water)
for the conveyance of telegraph material and stores conveyed.
by the Benue and Gongola to Nafada. The road will mean-
time. (viz., before October, 1906) be greatly improved, and all
the rivers (except the Karshi) will, I hope, have been bridged,
so that it should during this year be fedsible not only, to convey
the large amount of annual stores for the Northern provinces,
but also telegraph and building material for houses, stores, &e.,
so urgently required, as well as bridging and other material
for the road itself. When once a good road from Zungeru to
Kano has been made, and an efficient cart-train organised
upon it, the system will gradually be extended to all provincial
capitals, at a great saving of cost and increase. of comfort at
out-stations. ‘

169. There is a further significance in the success of this
scheme. By returning carts I ‘hope to bring -down cotton,
bides, and other produée, including suppliés for the Zungeru
market, and thus fo realise revenue now unrealisable: and de-
.crease the cost of living in.cantonments. Nor will it be long,
-when. :good roads are provided, before the native trader takes
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to this method of transport, with a corresponding development
of trade. In spiter of these initidl heavy expenditures on
carts, animals, and gear, and the unexpected expenditire on
_the Sokoto and Munshi camipaigds and: of bringing the Tndians
‘to Nigeria, the vots shows a saving of £5,163 in the last
financial year. In 1908-4, before the creition of thé Depart-
ment, the expenditure (esclusive of canoe transport) stood at
: £29,000 (approximate), as against £22;346 this. year) a siving
of £6,700 in ‘spite of the lirge capital outlay during the yedir
‘on carts, animals, and geat and of the two- expeditions referred
-to. Othér-departments have simultaneously been relieved of
“the work now undertaken by the Transport Department; and ia
gredat inérease in -éfficiency an convenience—which “will, 1
“anticipate, bé progressive—has resulted:

170, During 1905 an experiment was made in mule-breeding.
‘I'wenty-three mares and a_ donkey stallion were purchased.
The mares have been placed in charge of selected native far-
‘mers; and are subject to frequent inspection. .A payment 6f
.28s. per annum is made for the care of each animal, and 2s. 64.
per, mensem for food during the dry season, viz, 4ds. per aunum
each. The scheme has been inaugurated by Captain Cair,
A.V.D, He estimates another £10 for incidental expenses,.and
£10-4s. for veplacements by mortality. In round figures,
therefore, the cost per mare would be £3 per annum, and if an
average of 65 per cent. of foals for the number of mdres pur-
-chased’ be assumied, the scheme should shew a good profit in
addition to-its main object-of producing:n good classwof mile for
transport work. The natives have taken to ithe idea with
interest, and' there will be no difficulty in placing out large
numbers of mares: The Emir of Sokoto has also shown.great
interest in the experiment. I also imported three fine Spanish
jackasses for this purpose, but I fegret to suj that two-died—
probably from bites of tsetse fly when traversing the: southern
regions. The third has survived and is now acclimatised, but
too young for breeding purposes ‘

171, Tsetse fly is unfortunately prevalent along the water-
ways of the Niger, Benue, and Kaduna, and Mr. Gowers
reports that e found the Palpalis speciés at three places in
Kontagora and also on the Kaduha. —Tliis is thé species which
transmits the trypanosome of sleeping sickness,  Specimens
have been identified in the British Museum, which leavé no
-doubt as to the fact that Northern Nigeria possesses thie poten-
tial agents of ithis terrible disease. There i§ a véterinary
surgeon attached to the Mounted Infantry, and another to the
Transport Departinent, Theé services of these officers should be
most valuable in reporting upon and advising as to the sut-
breaks of epizootic cattle diseases, as weéll -as’ in original ie-
search work with the microscope.
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VIL-—MARINE.

172; The Marine Department and the River Transport Ser-
vice, under Lieutenant Elliott, R.N.R., have been very efficient
during the year, and the weekly mail, cargo, and passenger
service with. Burutu has been maintained without a hitch.

The “Sarota” and “ Kapelli ” have both met with accidents

by striking snags, but have been repaired. All vessels are
badly in néed of repairs, but can never be spared. The pro-
posed addition of a new vessel of the'“ Kapelli” type next year,
together with the use of the High Commissioner’s boat—the
“Corona "—for the mail service, will'ease the strain,and enable
vessels to be laid up in proper time for repairs before the
damage has gone too far. The five steam canoes—a type re-
cently introduced—have proved qiiite invaluable, ‘but it has
been proved that water-tubé boilers (which three of them have)
‘are quite unsuitable. Tt is proposed to try a ‘new motor type.
The Lokoja Condeénser is now fitted on the hull of the .old
“ Bende,” and supplies about 150;000 gallons of pure drinking
water per annum, which has had a marked effect in reducing
“sickness in the c¢antonment. Two moie poling canoes wére
ordered during the year, but no other addition was made to the
flotilla. The only vessel chartered during the year trought up
350 tons of Governmment cargo at high water; as far dg Lokoja.

I73. The workshops have been very fully employed through-
out the year. No new machines from England have: been
added, but a brass casting furnace, capable of turning ont
castings up to 140 lbs., together with a.cupola furnace for iren
castings, have been made by the workshops, and the former
has proved a great success. The latter is nof yet finished. It
shiould prove-a means of considerable economy by casting fire-
bars from. scrap iron locally.

174. The Marine Department maiiitains four depéts, viz.,
at Burutu (on the coast in Southern Nigeria), Lokoja, Mureji,
and Barijuko. Atthe first-named all stores for Northern Nigeria
are taken over from the ocean vessels, and are transhipped to the
river steamers, together with traders’ cargoes requiring transport.
At Lokoja are the Marine Headquarters and workshops, from
which the distribution of all consignments to the Benue and
Niger 18 made. At Mureji, at the Kaduna mouth, is a hulk,
where an assistant marine superintendent arranges the hiring
of canoes for the Kaduna for passengers and cargo, and forwards
goods for the Upper Niger. Barijuko is the terminus of the
Kaduna navigation, and all stores and material for Zungeru
aud the northern stations are received here, and forwarded by
vail. A temporary depdt wagalso formed -at Numan, near the
mouth of the Gongola, during highest water for the despatch
of stores for Bornu and Bauchi.

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (c) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.



185

L3

" NORTHERN. NIGERIA, 1905-6. - 95

175. The passengers conveyed by Government steamers dur-
ing the year were as follows:—

: e | 1st, class. | 20d class. | Déck.
Lokoja to Burutu s’ 295 106 1,796
Burutu to-Lokoja 264 95 796
Lokoju to Zungera oo e ee 171 67 1,642
Zungeru-to LOkO]a iee i e 285 | 113 - 1,815
Lokoja to Yola ... 29 7 459

. -Lokoja tobi ... .. . 58 22 | 374
Total v v o | Li02 | 4100 | 6,582

About 3,500 tons of Government cargo-have beén brought up
from Burutu, and digtributed to the various river stations. The
Marine Superintendent reports that the cargo carried for trad-
ers from. Burutu shows considerable increase, and I am especi-
ally glad to mnote that the down shipments also show signs of
increasing: I have given the figures in paragraph 140.

. 176. The maximum rise of the Niger at Lokoja from lowest
level was 27 feet 6 inches, the same as in the preceding year;
it occurred in mid-September. Large vessels navigated the
Kaduna between July 15th and October 15th. The Benue was

~ navigable to Yola for large vessels between the same dates. A

. chart showing the rise and fall of the Nigér is attached

. {Appendix 5).

177. The Gongola was navigated with dlﬁiculty to Ashaka
* (130 miles) by vessels drawing three feet, and easily by the
steam canoes (which, however, tequire more. powerful engines)
for this river has a very strong current (four knots), and is
subject to- sudden rises and falls, When steamers could no
longer ascend, nativé canoes were used. It is not navigible
-even for these between January and the end of April. The ex-
-périmerit was not a complele success, but was much better than
in 1904, and will, I hope, be completely successful in 1906.
Two hurndréd and forty-four tons of material and stores were
gent up at a cost of about £5 per ton, About 10,000 carriers
(swho. are not obtainable) would have been reqmred to convey
this quantity at a cost of about £25 per ton. About 250 tons
of telegraph and other material await transport.

178, Experiments made with lignite found in Southern
Nigeria iere; on the whole, favourable, and it compares well
with wood fuel. The department suffered a great loss by the
resignation from ill-health of Mr. A. C. Ray, Deputy Marine
Superintendent.
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VIIIL—PUBLIC WORKS.

179. The estimates for the financial year 1905-6 provided
a sum -of only £47,740 10s. (about half the amount provided
in 1904) for public works, which was allocated as follows:—

—_ 1904-5. 1905~6.
£ . £ s
(a) Buildings, &c., Lokoja and Zungeru 16,857 10,565 10
Repairs to-buts at Out-stations ... - ... 1,750 1,700
(5) Houses and Gaols ut  ,, o 13,5618 11,569
Mounted Infantry Stables ... 2,832 500
Miscellaneous... aes 595 300

Telegraph extension... ‘e i 11,100
(¢) Roads, Bridges, and Transport ... e 22,990 12,006

Total  wor . | 58,542 47,740 10

Supplementary Vote for Telegraph extension 25,000
Grand Total ... .| 83542 47,740 10

(A.) Works IN CANTONMENTS.

180. At Zungeru a new dwelling-house was built to re-place
one- destroyed by fire, and one additional house was begun.
The fifth and last public office was completed with an upper
storey providing dwelling rooms; a masonry rest house of four
rooms, for officers passing through, was built; and a four-room
brick house for the High Commissioner’s Office and records.
Masonry lamp rooms and oil stores were added to all houses
for prevention of fire, and servants’ quarters of brick were built
for the military bungalows. Three houses for mative clerks
and dressers, and a few additional soldiers’ barracks, making
a total of 80; two small dams to maintain the water supply,
additional fencing around bungalows, and the re-roofing of the
native hospital were among the other works done at Zungeru.

181. At Lokoja various necessary improvéments were made
in the conviet gaol and women’s ward, a hospital and surgery,
and new cells, and warders’ quarters were added. A. few more
soldiers’ quarters were also completed, making a total of 150.
Brick lamp rocms were added to all houses, and .a number of
stables, and servants’ quarters were built for the houses which
still needed them.

(B.) Worxs aT OUT-STATIONS.

182. By the end of the year the provincial headquarters at
Kontagora, Illorin, Muri (Amar), Yola, and Nupe (Bida), were
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provxded with two pexmanent dwelhng-houses each, and a
masonry gaol.' At some- of ‘theiii a few other inor bulldmgs
have also been erected, viz, sérvants’ quarteis, stores, native
hespital, telegraph ofﬁce, mmshouses, &e.

At Kiama (Borgu) oné masonry two-storey house, with store
and guard: room is complete, and at Keffi (in Nassarawa) and
Baucln double storey . ‘masonry ‘dielling-houses are in progress
of 'eréction. * The .general scheme of housing, thie buildings
necessary for each provincial centre, and. the method of lay-
ing out each Governnient station, were deseribed in paragraph
260 of my last report. I hope that in 1906 we may be able to
complete the bulldmgs at Nassarawa and Bauchi, and under-
take the erection of the urgently 1equ1red houses at Kano,
where there has been much sickness, oving to bad housing.

Portable condénsers have .been placed ai Bauchi, Maifoni,
Nafada, Yola, Keffi, and Kano, where the water supply was
not good:

(C) R()ADS.

183. Work on the main trunk road from Aungelu to Kano
was proceeded with during the year, and’ the cutmngs and
ramps to ease gradients and iamhtate the crossing of streams
amounted to about 18,500 cubic yards ‘of earthwork, CIOSS-
ings over a very lalge number of minor watercourses were
effected by corrugated iron and stone culverts. There are four
large rivers to be bridged, and the material for trestle bridges
was ordered from England. It is anticipated that all except
the Karshi River (which will be a work of some magnitude)
will be bridged dunng next year, and that the gleater part of
the road will then be in a fit state for continuous cart transport,
with ‘a tempomly interruption at the Karshi only foi three
months in the rains. The total length to Zaria is 162 miles,
of whlch 16 miles have been gravelled, and 85 miles will not
require top dressing, owing to the formation bemg of ironstone
gravel. ‘The extension to Kano (95 miles) Las not yet ad-
vanced beyond the preliminary stages. In connection with this
Zaria road are the two bridges over the Dago stream and the
Kaduna River, both in the neighbourhood of Zungeru. The
former of four spans of 40 feet, at a height of 25 feet above
the stream bed is completed. ’l‘he Kaduna bridge is a very
considerable work, consisting of two spans of 100 feet, four
spans of 60 feet, three of 40 feet, and two of 20 feet at a
height of 43 feet above Tow-water level. By the end of the
year the work was well advanced, and early in 1906 I antici-
pate that it will be completed together with the roadway and
two trestle bridges over subsidiary channels, carrying the light
railway to the further bank of the river. The road is being
gradually metalled in the sections which require it, and when
this is coinplete,, it will, I hope, be fit for the use of traction

26055 G
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engines. It is proposed in 1906 to try an “Ivel” agricultural
engine, of which great hopes are entertained.

D.) Tramway.

184. The 2-feet 6-in¢h light railway from Bai‘ijIIl{O’ to
Zungeru (21 miles) may be regirdéd as paying 5} per
cent. on capital expenditure according ‘to the report
of the Director of Public Works gioted below. ’l‘hls,
of course, does not represent & fraction of the sav_mg
to Government since the charge for 498 trucks of
Goverament stores is ¢aleulated at the rate of 12s. per: ton,
while by carrier transport it would cost fully 30s. per tonm,
and -every official would lose at least oné day in arriving at
Zungeru; a considerable transport staff would also have o be
maintained to supervise .this section. if fransport were by
carriers and animals. The loop line constructed during the
year crosses the new Dago bridge, and is finished as far as the
Kaduna bridge. On the completion of the latter it will run
across it, and rail-head will be on the further side of the river,
where the transport camp at the beginning, of the Zaria road
will be formed: The saving in time and labour, and in destruc-
tion of stores by handling, will be very great, for all goods and
material for the north will, in future, be rin on trucks from
the wharf at Barijuko into the transport camp. At present
goods are brouglit into Zungeru, checked, and temporarily
stored, re-issued and ferried across the river (horses having to
sw1m), and a day or more is lost in the process. The benefit
to mnative caravans will also be very great indeed, and a sub-
stantial return for the tolls they pay.

185. The Director of Public Works reports as follows:—
“ During the year, exclusive of ballast and road metal, 607
trucks of goods and material weré hauled, and 12,260 pas-
sengers carried. Ail Government materlal stores and pas-
sengers as well as Niger Company’s provisions were carried
free. For Niger Company’s barter goods and produce, as well
as other goods freight, the receipts were £256 18s. 6d., or51
trucks. The receipts from passenger traffic were £781 2s 3d.;
544 Buropean and 1,565 mnative passengers were carried free.
A revised passenger tamft' has been introduced. ‘The returns
show a falling off in the number of passengers from 15,524
to 12,260; though the total receipts have increased from £953
2s. 4d. to £1 038 Os. 9(1 The increase in passenger rates from
4d. to 6d. per section is due to the failure of the atternpt to
familiarise copper coinage, the copper coins in circulation being
merely used by the natives for purchasing railway tickets,

186. “The cost of maintenance was £1,469 18s. 11d., exclu-
sive of about £700 for locomotive spare parts, the accounts of
which have not yet been received. The total cost of mainten-
ance will be approximately £2,200 against £2 225 last year.
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T thé railway wete oredited with fieight on material carried

it wonld have earned— . |

S On ‘acoount” of ~»G§Yerﬁ;ﬁént' material

¢ " carried fiée calculated at rates paid e

. by the public, 498 trucks at £5... £2490° 0 0 -
Niger Company’s material - carried )

free, :68 trucks at £5 200 0 O
European passengers carried frée .

(544) C e vie e e 54 8.0

Native passengers carried free (1,565) 8 5 0

Add actual receipts ... ... .. 038 0 9

*  Total .. £3;950 13 9

Deduct cost of maintenance ... 2,200 0 0 .
* Availablé t6 pay interest on ¢apital £1,750- 13 9

or 5% per cent. on the capital expenditure (£31,505). This is

exclusive of ballast for the railway, road metal for the Canton-
- ment Magistiate at Ziingerd, fuel for boilers, and brick burn-

ing, for which there was an average of 80 to 90 tiucks ‘a

mmonth (except at high water, when engines avere employed in

‘hauling, building material) .or mearly €00, trucks: in all. A
saloon. carviage has been. erécted on an old truck underframe,
and is running.” :

- : (E;) TELEGRAPHS. "
.Sokotd- Line. ‘ '

. 187. This was pushed on during the yeat, and notwithstand-
ing the difficultiés.of transhipment and porterage at the Nigér
rapids, the line reached Jega, 90 miles soiith of Sokoto, before
the end -of the year. It is a permanent line throughout ow
iron poles. It will be carried on vid Ambrusa (capital of
Gando province) and Argungi.* The value of this telegraph
was demonstrated in the reversé at Sokoto, in February, 1906,
when, in -consequence:of the telegraphic news I received, I was
ablé to.place.reinforcements at Sokoto by about, the same date
that the news would otherwise have zeached me. In fact, it
was owing to the telegraph that .a very serious situation wds
averted. The Zaria-Bauchi section was completed .as a tem-
porary line on wooden poles, and the extension towards Bornu
was: completed: within 26 miles of Nafada, on the Gongola, -
.and had reached Gujba;, in Bornu, early in March, where
material for the forward extension had.already been'accumu-
lated: The last' 50 miles of the Yola line were completed on
permanent poles.

* Tt reached-Sokoto on My 18th, 1906.
26055 G2
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188. The following table shows the mileage of the telegraph
system. It is very urgently necessary that durmg ‘the ‘com-
ing year the greater part of the temporary lines may ‘be con-
verted to permanent, or parﬂy §0, viz,, by making every
second or third pole of iron, since the destmctmn of the wooden
‘poles by white ants renders their maintenance very costly,
and the lines are continually breakmg down. '

-

Already con-
C oustructed
structed on- in 1905. Total.

1st Jan. 1905.,

|

" & - Z‘ o = Reémarks.
s | £ || 2| 2| & '
g 2 3 ) 3 e
g =% g I g & .
Ry t ‘P =~ v =
1,136 | 205 | 155 | 205 {1,201 | 410 |4ladditional miles double wire as

- e — loops on existing poles.
Total 1,341 | Total 360 | Total 1,701

In 1904 389 permanent and 175 temporary, total 546 miles,
were constructed.

189. The public works undertaken in 1906 do not contrast
favourably with the work of former years; owmg 1o thé: fact
that only half of the money set aside in previous :years for
these urgent works was available, and also to the fact that the
work undertaken was chiefly at distant stations, where trans-
- port is costly. The department is, however, excellently organ-
ised, and its very capable staff is fully adequate for the super- -
vision of much more extended works, and can, at any time,
be expanded by the engagement of foremen on temporary
agreements for the construction of an extension of the tramiay
or any other considerable work.

IX.—CANTONMENTS.

190. Both cantonments show marked progress, and -are
greatly improving in appearance. The more rapid growth of
vegetation in the humid climate of Lokoja renders it possible
to substitute hedges for wire fences along' thé roads, -and the
growth of the avenues is more- rapid; so that the station is
‘becoming picturesque as well as clean and sanitary. The re-
placement of grass Iuts, used as servants’ quarters, stables,
&c., by permanent brick -buildings, .and Jche provision of kero-
sene stores, as well as of “lamp rooms” for each bungalow,
have greatly decreased the danger of fire, and- have also effected
a great sanitary reform. The health statistics of both canton-
ments have improved, owing to better dramage and sanitation,
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and to the improved houses and pire water supply, and. the
hospital at Zungéru frequently remains for weeks together
without a patient. (Vide paragraph 196.) ,

Lokoje jd.

191. The cantonment fund shows a balance in hand of £111
at the .end of the year. The cases tried in the cantonment
.court were as follows : —

— | 1904. | 1905 —

Civil. ... 25 | 144 Increase 119 | ; ;
Criminal .. | 21t | 159 | Decrease 52 }N“ Increaso 67.

Great pains. were taken to thoroughly repair the.roads in
cantonments, four miles out of a total of 5% miles of roadway
being now well metalled and sodded at edges: The waste
space in the centre of cantonments has now been laid down
in grass kept cut with a machine, and a cricket field and
tennis court made upon it, and a great deal of tree planting
for avenues has been carried out. Carts drawn by ponies have
been introduced for cantonment work, and have proved a great
success and economy. During the year four more leases of
building plots were applied for by Iiuropeans, and 35 more
rental plots by coloured non-natives-and others, making a {cfal
of 61 of such plots, as, against 26 at the end .of 1904, .The
conditions of these leases: enforce the building of a good h-aze
with mud walls, and broad roads as fire-guards. intersect the
area. The cantonment is thus relieved of the expense of look-
ing after a waste area, and adds to: its funds from the xosde
which acerue. The assessment of the cantonment rate under
the Proclamation of 1904 was carried out during the Jvsar;
and amounts to about £150 per annum; the total tund will
probably reach £500 per annum. This satlsfactory sum; twill,
I hope, enable me to decrease, if not to entirely withdraw {he
grant from revenue next year. In October the Bxshop A the
Diocese consecrated the cemetery, and held an opening seryice

. in the Lokoji church; fortnightly services have been since
held by the ‘Church Mlssmnary Somety

Zungeruw

192. About half a mile of new roads has been made, the. old
roads improved, and the general cleanliness of cantonments;.
mcludmg compounds .of houses, has distinctly improved.
An immensé reform has Deen carried out by the substitution
of miud-walled houses in the native quarter for the former

insanitary and closely-packed grass houses, which cansed
26055 @3

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (c) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.



102 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL.

almost daily conflagrations in the dry weather. There.are
now 393 well-built miud houses, each standing in its own plot of
30 feet by 30 feet, and divided by broad roads. To the former
state of things was probably due the severe outbreak of ceré-
‘bro-spinal fever (paragraph 197) early in the year. The con-
servancy system has been very efficiently carried out, and on a
scale which has increased 50 per cent. on last year. Some of
the coloured clerks erected a chapel; which was openéd by the
Bishop. The ordinary Sunday service is still conducted in
the Court House. The cantonment fund -shows a credit at the
end of the year of £204. The Cantonment Proclamation,
1904, was not brought into operation, as regards the assess-
ment and collection of the new rate, until the beginning of
1906, after my return from leave. The approved rate is 10
per cent. on rental value, and will provide a large increase in
the cantonment fund during the current year. In addition to
the cantonment funds, the Cantonment Magistrate -collected,
on account of revenue and other matters, sums amounting to
£482. The cases triéd in the Cantonment Court amounted to
434 criminal cases and 138 civily total, 572, ‘as against 399 in
1904. The Freed Slave Home is dealt with in paragraph 108.

X.—MEDICAL AND METEOROLOGICAL.

193. The cost of the medical service for 1904-06 was £26.306
as against £22,069 in 1903-04, the increase being die to thie
increase of the medical officers by three. The revenue from
hospital foes, medical comforts, &c., was £1,187 compared with
£1,214 in the previous year. The staff was still further in-
creased in the financial year 1905-06 by five doctors, so as to
ensure the presence of one in' each province, and two at each
base hospital. In January, 1905, the Northein Nigeria docior
at Burutu was withdrawn, and the Governmont now pays a
fixed sum to Southern Nigeria for medical attendance there.
The report of the principal medical officer (Dr. Thompstone)
has been publisked as a separate paper; its chief features are
as follows’— '

194. The average number of Europeans in the Protectorate
was 342 (277 officials, 65 non-officials). Of these 331 were
males and 11 were females. The native population is esti-
mated at about nine millions. Ten Buropeans died during the
year, seven officials and three non-officials. The total crude
death-rate is 29°23 per 1,000, that for officials heing .25'27 per
1,000, and non-officials 46:15. (Last year the comparison was
2962 and 96°15) The death-rate has decreased by 11°14, and
the invaliding rate by 6473 per 1,000. (14327 in 1905 and
208 per 1,000'in 1904). The case mortality of hremoglobinuric
(black-water) fever compared with previous years was 87'3
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(1903), 16:1 (1904), 20 (1905). Actual admissions from the
disease were 20, with four deaths, as against 31 cases, with
five deaths, last year, which shows a decrease bothi in cases and
deaths, though the number of Europeans had increased ky 20.

Statistics of FBuropean. Ropulation.

Europeans. 1900. | 1901. | 1902.| 1903.{ 1904.| 1905.

Aw.emge nctunlly in: the Protec- [ 165 | 165 [ 290 | 309 | 822 342

torate.
Number of Deaths 13 9 9 18 13 10
Number Invalided i 21 30 20 43 67 49

Analysis of 1905 Statistics.
1 Denth-rate . Tavalidin
Europeans.. Total. | Deaths. pel; 1(‘0{:). Invalided. rate per 10-50.

Average actually in | 342 10 29:23 49 143:27

the Protectorate,
Officials ... we | 277 7 2527 - 39 140:79
Non-officials e 65 3 4615 10 15384

July to September were, as usual, the most unhealthy
months, but there was no increase in the relative mortality.
The natives, on the other hand, suffer more in the dry season
than in the rains, not only from epidemics, but from respira-
tory and digestive diseases brought on by the cold nights and
impure water supply. Malaria accounted for 446  admissions,
with no deaths, compared with 515 admissions, with three
deaths last year. There were 34 cases of dysentery (among
Europeans) with no deaths, and two cases of small-pox.

196. On the sanitary conditions the principal medical officer
remarks:—* The general sanitary condition of the European
stations is good, the great need being better quarters.

The water supplies have been improved wheré possible, the
small condensers supplied to out-stations having proved a
great success. They have, in conjunction with other sanitary
measures, been the cause of a layge reduction in the number
of cases of dysentery. Under the influence of Turopean teach-
ing the large native towns are beginning to show some signs
of improvement.” This expert testimony to the success of the
constant efforts made to improve the hygienic conditions- is
very satisfactory. As I have often said in this connection, I
regard the improvement of sanilution in native cities as a

26055 G 4
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matter of very great imporf:’;nce, in order to dec,fease the infant
mortality (which 1s appalling), and so aid the increase of the
population, :

196. Reporting on the general conditions of the three princi-
pal centres, the principal medical officer says of Zungeru that
the average European population was 66 (61:6 officials and
4'4 others). “The sanitary condition of the cantonment is
excellent, the drainage being effective, and the water supply
good. The series of dams constructed last year for the purpose
of holding up the water in the Dago, and providing for a
continuous flow, has answered its purpose admirably, and has
now stood the test of two dry seasons. The drinking water
supplied by the condenser is of good quality, and sufficient for
all requirements. The general health has been good.” Adinis-
sions to hospital were 92, with two deaths.(one of these being
a patient from down river), a marked contrast to last year (123
admissions and four deaths). The gaol is reported as in a good
sanitary condition and well ventilated; water supply good and
unlimited, quality of diet good. Average number of prisoners
162, general health fair; principal diseases dysentery, diarrhea,
rheumatism, guinea worm, and pneumonia. Freed Slaves
Home : —average inmates 167, general health good, sanitation
excellent, ventilation and water supply ample.

Lokoja. Average European population 73'8 (60 officials,
13'8 others). Sanitary condition very good, drainage satis-
factory, dwellings and their surroundings, European and
native, well kept and clean. Drinking water from condenser
excellent and ample. Great improvements in sanitation have
been effected during the past year, and “ the health has been
better than in any previous year.” (One hundred and one ad-
missions to hospital as against 145 in 1904) The sanitary
condition of the gaol was “ extremely good.” General health
of prisoners (average number 67) was good. Water and venti-
lation ample and good.

Kano. Average number of Europeans 21'8, general health
unsatisfactory. The new site selected by me in December,
1904; and occupied as a test by ‘the military presents distinct
advantages.

Some progress has been made in vaccination, and every
station is supplied with small consignments of lymph by each
mail, but it rarely reaches the distant.stations in an. active
state, and the results at Sokoto and Katagum are nil. To
meet this difficulty it i§ proposed to form small vaccine stations:
at intermediate points. One thousand three hundred and
ninety-eight successful vaccinations were performed, and. the
principal medical officer says that the natives are now anxious
to be vaccinated.

197, During the first three months of 1905 a very severe,
epidemic of cerebro-spinal fever broke out in all the provinces
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except Sokoto, Borgu, Kontagora, and Bornu. ' The mortality
was very great indeed, and is said to have been over 100 a day
in Kano. The case mortality is estimated at 50 per cent.; 132
died in Zungerit cantonment. Only two Europeais died, an
immunity ascribed by the principal medical officer to the
principle of building Furopean quarters at somé little distance
from: native towns, which I have always adopted. The natives
say that this disease occurs periodically in an epidemic forin;
it is entirely a dry weather disease—tlié geiins being probably
carried by dust storms—and ceases with the rains. At Zaria
the Resident reports that the natives, -apparently from some
superstitious fear, would not allow themselves to be seen by a
doctor. “ At the commencement .of the epidemic the ease
mortality was appalling, many of those attacked practically
falling dead at their work; later, however, its violence became
attenuated.”

198. Several epidemics of small-pox occurrad, but none of
any great magnitude, though Bauchi suffered severely. Three
or four cases, though hot virulent, occurred among the
Europeai staft. The Fulani herdsmen are said to practise a
form of inoculation with cow-pox virus, having discovered that
this. ‘renders them ' immune from small-pox. .Othér natives
inoculate; with small-pox virus. ?

199. The general health of Europeans has been better than
in any year on record. The average death rate for the last
five years is 49'56 per thousand, and was this year only 29°23.
The average invaliding rate for five years is 144'6, and was
this year 14327 per 1,000. The total number of natives
treated at Government hospitals and dispensaries was 16,557,
an increase of 3;062 on last year (1,090 malaria). Dispen-
saries have now been established i nearly all provinces, and
2,681 native paupers were treated. The enclosures made at
Zungeru and Lokoja for isolation camps have been invaluable
in the case of infectious diseases, and proved most effective.
Venereal disease is still very prevalent. During the year a
course of weekly Jectures on .elementary hygieie was started
in Lokoja and Zungeru for educated: natives-and artisans. The
attendance and interest have been most gratifying; when com-
pleted, an examination will be held and certificates awarded.

METEOROLOGICAL.

200. Observing stations haver now béen started 'in -every
provinge of the Protectorate, and the results should be of very
great interest. The principal medical officer, reports that “thie
highest temperature vecorded in Northern Nigeria duriiig thie
year was' 118°, ‘ot Maifoni (Bornu), on April.8th, and the
lowest 89°, at Kano, on February 2nd. The highest mean
teinperatiire for the yeéar being at Kontagora, 82°, and ‘the
lowest, Zaria, 74°. The greatest rainfall was at Zaria with
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51'27 inches, and the lowest, Sokoto, with 33'32 inches, the
maximum fall on one day being at Ilorin, on Juné 2nd, 4'04
inches. . .

The general direction of the wind throughout the Protéc-
torate was from the south-west from June to November, and
from the morth-east during the remaining months of the year.
The harmattan lasted, with slight intermissions, from. Decem-
ber to the end of May; the first tornado occurred in March,
and the rainy season ended in October.”

The mean rainfall of the Protectorate, as recorded at the
éight places of observation, shown in the following table, works
out at 43'53 inches for 1905.

Meteorological Returns for 1904 and 1905,

0
1904, 1903,

‘Temperature. Ruinfall. Temperature. Rainfall.

E|. & we (g 8. d e |9
ReE|lSE1g|a182 2182142 ¢| |52 =

@t B |& |2 |52 | 25 |a% |8 |& |2 |58 | &

2|75 |4 |5 |2 | &2 |72 P52 (< | 4= ) &2

Zungeru ... | 103 56 |47 |79 |61 | 636 | 106" | 66 {50 | 80 [41:81 | 58
Lokoja .. | 102 67 | 45|80 (4172 | — 110] b3 | 48 | 81 4964 | 72
Yola R 60 {4780 (8877 — | 108 58 160 | 81 {4276 | —
Tlorin . ] 106 68 | 68 | 78 14702 | 78
Kano . 105 89 | 66|76 {3669 | o8
Kontagora Complete statistics not available. | 102 57 |46 | 8214628 | 68
Sokoto ... 106 50 | 66 | 79 [8882 | —
Zavia ... 102 48 | 69 | 74 |5127 | 68

XI.—STAFF.

201. The following table shows the numbers of the staff in
Northern Nigeria from the date on which the Administration
was inaugurated. It will be observed that, whereas the mili-
tary were formerly in excess of the civilians, the latter are now
half as many again as the military. Deducting the proportion
normally absent on leave, there should have been 810 present
in the Protectorate in 1904 and 323 in 1905, but the actual
average was only 270 and 277 (18 and 14 per cent. absent),
owing to unfilled vacancies, extensions of leave, and other
causes, The Administration, therefore, while paying 4556 men
in 1904 and 474 in 1905, only actually secured the services of
270 and 277 respectively. Since these figures include fore-
men of works, non-commissioned officers, masters of vessels,
and all other subordinate Europeans, the responsible staff for
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the admmls{vratmn o:E so large a oountry 28 "1’1ger1a will be
seen to be calculated on the most eoonomlcal basis possible.

o |a900-{1901-|.1902~ ;1903-"1904- 1905~| Probable
~ 1901. | '1902.] 1903, 1 1904, i 1905.] 1905, 1906-07.

Civil . . | 108 | 185| 168 231# 248 .‘l 2667 288
Militiry .. .. | 200 | 183 157 | 186} [ 207%| 208 . 187

Total on Estimates.| -304.| 318 | 820 | 417 | 455 oy 475

Should be in Africa... | 202 [ 212 | 214 | 978 [ 3i0 | 323 | 325
Actiiilly pi"e‘sient R —_ | = = | 270 | Q7 —

§

® Increase due to mclukxon of Hausa States (Kano, Sokoto, e, );
T Increase due-to new Mounted Inf'ultx Y Battdlion.

202, The more thorough: and eﬁicient methqu of checking
and auditing accounts, the creation .6f a local revenue, and
the more efficient organization of the Provincial Administra-
tion ‘have taxed the energies of the European and native staff
to the utmost, but all have worked with. the greatest enthusi-
asm and devotxon, and have mow acquired a-very thorough
krowletlge-of their duties in all departments. The native staff
has been considerably increased, #nd it has been mecessary in
the current year to enlarge the political staff, .

-

XIIL—LEGISLATION AND JUDICIAL.

203. On the transfer of Mr. Gollan to be Chief Justice of the
Bermudas, Mr. Menendez, a Puisne Judgs of Southern
Nigeria, was appointed to be Chief Justice of Northern
Nigeria, and assumed duty in Tebruary, 1905. During the
year Mr. Platt; Attorney-General, resigned, and Mr. Watson,
third-class Resulent was appomted acting Attorney-General.
Ten assizes of the Supreme Court were held at Zungeru, and
five at Lokoja during the year, at which 66 charges were
dealt with, The Cantonmeént \Iaglstmtes, who are Conimis-
sioners of the Supreme Court, have done very satisfactory work.
At ‘Tokoja there was a decrease of 52 in the criminal cases
in, the ‘Cantonment. Court, and an increase of 119 civil suits.
At Zungeru civil suits lmve risen from 109 to 138, -and criminal
cases from 290 to 434. They chiefly consist of petty offences
under Cantonment Regulations, and the increase is ascribed
to 'the greater efficiency of the police and to thé increase in
thé population of Zungeru.
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Lrovincial Courts.

204. The cause lists rendered by the Provincial Court of
each province through the Attorney-General to the High Com-
missioner act as an appeal on hehalf of the prisoner, and all
sentences of over six months’ imprisonment require confirma-
tion by the High Commissioner. Full minutes of these cases
are submitted, and are eventually returned with the comments
of the Attorney-General as to any irrégularity, inadmissible
evidence, &c., endorsed in red ink upon them, and so have an
educational value. The review by the High Commissioner
promotes uniformity of punishments, and gives opportunity
for the exercise of the prerogative of pardon in cases in which
the circumstances appear to justify it. Difficulties encountered
by Residents in their judicial work, misconceptions of the law,
common errors of procedure, &c., form the subject of circular
memoranda. The careful application of this system for the
past six years has resulted in a very marked improvement in
judicial procedure, and in accuracy and legal knowledge. The
cause lists of the past year show a very appreciable advance
upon those of previous years, and the system, in the opinion
of the legal officers and of myself, results in a very substans
tial and not too technical form of justice througlout the
Protectorate. A summary of the cases tried, tabulated under
various heads of crime, will be found in the section dealing
with crime and prisons. '

205. The following laws were enacted during the year
1905: —

(1) Licensing of servants. The engagement by newly
appointed officers of the riff-raff of the Coast had
led to an inordinate amount of theft in both can-
tonments. The registration of servants was insti-
tuted as a check on this evil, and promises to be
a very useful enactment.

(%) Departmental Offénces Amendment. Fines under this
Proclamation inflicted in the provinces are to be
’{9portcd to the Resident and included in his cause

1st.

(8) Lunatics’ Removal. Enacted under insiructions from
the Secretary of State, making provision for the
removal of lunatics who are not natives of Africa.

(4) Northern Nigeria Regiment West African Frontier
Force Amendment. Various minor alterations in
the West African Frontier Force Proclamation.

(6) Criminal Code Amendment. Prohibiting the inflie-
tion of flogging upon any native chief without the
High Commissioner’s previous consent.
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(6) Public Holidays. Establishing certain days as such.

) Pfisons Amendment. Providing, for the repatriation
of prisoners discharged :from a .convict .prison..
®8) Crimi;nul Procedure' Ainéndment. Enabling a linatie
prisoner, who has become capable of maiking his
~ defernce, to do so. ' , '
(9) Coroners, Making provision for inquests, and laying
«down the duties of coroners. : .

(10) Caravan and Hawkers' Amendment, Exeinpting
steamers. importig merchandise from the payment
of tolls, and gllowing fewards to informers.

(11) Traders’ Licence Amendment. Excluding natives
from: the definition of a shopkeeper. .

(12) Slavery. Defining the penalties to which non-ratives
are liable who are convictéd of being in possession
of a slave, or surrendeéring a fugitive slave, or who
are guilty of any offence under the Proclamation.

(13) Criminal Code Amendment. Dealing with admissi-

. bility of evidence of husband and wife.
Various reguiations were also made under different pljochll-
mations. ‘

The revised edition of the proclamations of the Protectorate
came into operation on Octobér 30th, 1905. :

XIIL—POLICE AND CRIME.

206, Some notes on the provineial police detachments and
their work are embodied under the observations I have niade
on each province. The police hdive relieved the troops of
many semi-military dutiés, such as guards, escorts, and small
detachments. '

207. The Commissioner of Police reports as follows:—
‘“During the year an addition of 180 men was made to the
native ranks of the police force. On 31st December the num-
bers were as follow : — ‘

Police Force. Number,

Européa officers e eee 26 (ostablishment  30)
Non-European clerks, interpreters, armourers, 8 » 9)

and inspectors. )
Native police ... .. e e | L9 ( » 1,180)
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The total of all ranks was 1,153, as against 1,002 on 31st De-
cember; 1904. The police were allocated, as in 1904; in equal
numbers to: each of the 17 provinces (counting double pro-
vinces as two) and the cantonments of Zungeru and Lokoja.
Their duties were the same as in the previous year, viz., es-
corting prisoners, guarding gaols and conviets, investigating
and detecting crime, serving summonses and executing war-
rants, ‘patrolling; prosecuting offenders; aiding and protecting
revenue and customs officials, guarding specie, and escorting
Residents and other officials, They also replaced a few de-
tacliments of troops; and took over their garrison and other
duties. The progress of the force towards higher efficiency as
police was most seriously hindered during the year by the
large number of detachments unavoidably left without officers,
sometimes for comparatively long periods. In every instance
the loss of efficiency was most marked—even where the detach-
ment remained without an officer for a few weeks only—and
restoration to the former state generally difficult.”

Crinte,
208. “The nimber of offeriders brought to justice during the
year was 2,928, as against 2,449 in 1904. 'Thé increase is
-mainly accounted for by a stricter enforcoment by the pclice
of the Cantonment Regulations in Zungeru and Lokoja, and to
some extent by an all-round increase in the number of minor
offences against the person. T'he most provalent crimes are the
same as in 1904, viz., slave-dealing, robbery with violénce,
stealing in the various forms known to the law, and extortion,
generally accompanied by infimidation or impersonation, &c.
Three hundred and sixty-one persons were tried for slave-deal-
ing, or other offences against the laws for the suppression of
slavery, as againgt 318 during the previous year; 100 for high-
way or other robbery, as against 120; and 278 for extortion or
impersonaiion or other similar offences, as agailist 274 during
- the previous year. Of the 2,928 peisons tried for criminal
offences during the year, 2,400 were convicted and 528 found
‘not guilty’ or discharged on entering into recognizances to
keep the peace.”
209. The following is a classified summary of all criminal
cases tried : —

. No. of persons
Crime, $ried.
Murder ... eer | 62
Manslaughter ... 26
Attempted murder ... )
Rape o e ' e 13
Other offences against the person ... ves 445
"Potal number of offences against the person ... | 553
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List of Criminal Cases 1ried—cont. v
. No: of persons.
Crime. itried.
Robbery with violeace ... “i i 61
Robbery .. . ) 39
Burgl.my and housebreahng 15
Extortion with intimidation of xmpersomtmn, &eoe e 2565
Other offences against' property o e e 543
Total number of offences against property ... N 913 ) ‘
Slavery :—
Offcnces aguinst the laws for the suppression ofi.. .0 | 361
Other offences.., 1,101

The Resident of Kano reports that the police eftect arrests,
summon witnesses, and investigate crime more efficiently than
the Emir's messengers. Ho advocates the enlistment of peas-
ants as recruits, and not of ex-soldiers, who are apt to be bullies
and not to get on wgll with the people,

XIV.—PRISONS.

210. The Sherift '(Mujor Bain) roports as follows on the
prisons of the Protectorate:—

“The number of new prisonors dealt with in the courts
during the year was 2,928, an increaso of 479 on the number for
the previous year. There was a decroase of one in the number
of sentencos of death imposed; a decrease of 98 in the number
of persons sentenced to imprisonment exceeding six months;
an increase of 115 in those sentenced to imprisonment nob ex-
ceeding six months or to both fine and imprisonment; and an
increase of 302 in those sentenced to fine or other minor punish-
ment. The health of the prisoners was good, oxcept in the
case of the Pagan convicts, who appear to be peculiarly liable
to attacks of dysentery, notmthstandmg that their food costs
more than that of either soldiers or police, and that they are
under the daily medical supervision of the prison Medical
Officer. The new prison hospital and female wards at Lolkoja
were finished, and have greatly added to the facilities for treat-
ment of sick prisoners and for the imprisonment of female con-
victs. Further progress was made with the provineial gaols.

11, The members of the prisons staff have considerably
1mproved in efficiency, and they worked satisfactorily during
the year. Owing to the District Superintendents of Police
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undertaking the duties of governors of the provincial prisons
and utilising their men as warders, &c., the heavy expense
which would necessarily have been incurred in providing a-
sufficient prisons’ staff has been avoided. This arrangement
has proved a marked success.

'212. “The prisoners were chiefly employed during the year
in carrying bricks, stones, or sand for public buildings or
works, or in road-making, &. Their-employment on weeding
compounds, &c,, was largely discontinued, with beneficial re-
sults both as regards prison dlsclphne and the quant1ty and:
guality of the convict labour. As in the previous yeéar, in-
struction in brick-laying, shoemaking, tailoring, carpentry,
and in other useful trades was given in suitable cases, and a few
of the convicts were employed in working at these trades.”

213. The following tables show the sentences, &e., imposed
during the year:—

Number of Persons Sentenced to— 1903. 1904.' 1905,

Death o e we e e | 4T 89} 388
Imprisonment, cxceedm" t\\o \oms o 84 98 92

Tmpnsonment e'{ceedmg six months but not e\cocdnw 129 | 278 | 186
WO years,

Imprisonment, not exceeding six months (including | 328 | 760 [ 817
cases of detention after con\xctlon, in dofault of
finding sureties, &c.).

Fine and imprisonment .. o s e | — —_ 58

Fine or other minor puuwhmenb oo | 400 | 907 |1,209

Number of Persons— 1903. [ 1904 | 1905.

Exécuted ... 1 13 18
Imprisoned (mcludmg CdSOS of commuted or qumlmd 461 1,182 | 1,115
death sentences, &«,).

Tmprisoned nnd 2lso fined o e e e | 116 30 H8
Fined, &e. .. ve s e v e e | 400} 907 (1,209

Number of Persons Convicted by the— 1902,] 1903.| 1904. [. 1905,

Supreme court ...  we we e .t 441 79 881 52
Provineial courts... o | 862 652 |1,662 l ,697
Cantonment courts w01 | 257 | 382 ‘st

R14. The Visiting Committee at Zungeru, on their annual
inspection, report that the prizon books are properly kept, and
the testing of entries shewed them to be accurate. They record:
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their satisfaction: at the " excellence of the: sanitary -arrange-
ments” and the cleanliness of the prison, which is not .over:
crowded. The prison records:shew that the average daily sick
has been reduced. from 32 in 1904 to eight in 1905. They note
that the prison industries are making good progress, the whole
of the clothing being made in the prison.and a fair amount
of tailoring and bootmaking ivindertaken (on jpayment) for resi-
dents. They record their appreciation of the efficient state of
the prison under Mr. La Chard. On the day of inspection
there were 194 prisoners employed as follows:-—tailors 6; shoe-
makers 2, blacksmiths 2, carpenters 4, labourers 135 (prison 19,
cantonment 6, P.W.D. 110), light labour 25, female cooks 2;
awaiting trial 6, hospital 12. The prison at Lokoja under Mr.
Chambers is equally ‘satisfactory.

XV.~NORTHERN NIGERIA REGIMENT.

216, The regiment was maintained as nearly as possible at
full strength throughout the year, Hitherto the artillery has
consisted of two batteries, each of two 2'95 guns and four
7-pounders. The latter are of an obsolete type, and as a matter -
of fact have ceased to be used in action, I therefore, with the
concurronce of the Secretary of State, decided to abolish them,
and four more 295 guns were purchased in their place, thus
bringing the batteries to a strength of four 2'95 guns each,
The interior economy is stated to have been satisfactory, dis-
cipline has been well maintained, and there is a considerable
decrease in the more serious forms of crime as compared with
last year. The mounted infantry, being composed of younger
soldiers and non-commissioned officers, had the least favour-
able record in this respect, but has improved. -

216. The Commandant reports as:follows:—* Thers has been
a very great advance in training all round, and the regiment in
my estimation now compares very favourably with Indian
troops. The officers of the latter army are, of course, mostly
in better touch with their men than our own, owing to their
being longer associated with them and speaking their language
botter. Still, a great deal of progress has been made by officers
and Buropean non-commissioned officers in learning Hausa,
and this'has miaterially assisted training generally.” = My ob-
servation leads me to fully endorse this view, and I think the
force has never been ina higher state of efficiency than itnow
is. Desertions have been fewer thian last year, and are chiefly
confined to recruits who find that they do not like the life and
go away, leaving their arms and clothing behind, A few cases
of desbrtion with arms, and even with specie; have occurred
on the frontiers, the desertery crossing into French and Ger-
man territory. The French have given us great assistance in
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one or two ‘of these -cases. T have stopped the recruiting of
any men whose homes -are in-foreign territory. A-good class
of recruit has ‘been obtained. The epidemic of cerebro-spinal
meningitis has been responsible for @n increased number of
deaths, while statistics ‘shew ‘that the Hausas suffer in health
4 good-deal at Lokoja and other southérn stations. The pre:
valence of dysentery -at Liokoja will, I hope, bé much decreased
by the improvement in the water supply due ‘to the sinking of
wells. ‘

217. The following table shews a few statistics, as compared
with last year:— .

Trials by Gen- _ . |Trials by Regi:| Serious punish-
eral Court C"\I:"Il%s by mental Court ments of
Martial. it Tower. Martial. | trained soldiers.
1904 8 37 12 319
1905 — 29 cuses 6 441
(34 prisoners,) \
Serious punish-
— ments of Déaths, ‘Discharges. | Desertions, '
recruits.
1904 1,555 54 1,008 221
1905 831 67 598 178

218. T am glad to be able to récord a marked progress among
officers and British non-commissioned officets In speaking
Hausa, which is due to the recognition by the ‘Commandant of
the great importance of studying the language and its invalu-
able effect in bringing the officers into closer touch with their
men. To promote this, a * Colloquial test” has been insti-
tuted, and to pass. it is a condition precedent to promotion.
Orders in the field are consequently better carried out than. for-
merly, and officers and non-commissioned officers lecture their
men regularly on military subjects and can check their inter-
preters. I consider this a most valuable improvement. Tield
days and company training have been regularly carried out,
and extraordinary progress has been made by the native sig-
nalling class, who are able to transmit a message by flag, lamp,
or heliograph in English with great accuracy, though entirely
ignorant of the Janguage. The mounted infantry soldiers ride
well across country, and some have been trained in simple
veterinary work. In all units inen have been trained in
mending equipments.and saddlery and in stretcher-bearing and
field-dressing.
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219. The Commandant reports that.a very fair standard has
been reached in musketry, and there is a marked improvement
in all corps. He proposes to make the course more difficult
next year, both for recruits and for trained soldiers. Fire
discipline is very fair. Duties have béen heavy, and havé
increased owiiig to the nécessity of providing double sentry
giards ‘with construction parties, who lhave large sums
of money for payment of labour. The large number of thefts
of specie has necessitated this, and the endless calls upon the
police do not admit of their supplying all these escorts unless
the force is increased. Food arrangements, in spite of scarcity
in some localities, have, by timely provision, resulted in a good
supply for the soldiers.

. 220; The mounted infantry headquarters, for the reasons
given in paragraph 291.0of my last report, have been transferred
from Zaria to Kano, which is a better grain-supplying country;
free from tsetse; and nearer to their frontier detachments. The
horses are in' excellent condition, and are practically up to
strength. TFunds hdve not permitted of the completion of the
soldiers’ barracks at Lokoja and Zungeru. More quarters.were
erected, making a total of 150 and.80 respectively. Steps have
been taken to create a reserve, and a scheme has been drawn
ap, Iﬂlt so far very few men lave shown themselves willing to
enroll,

221, During. 1905 there were no serious military operations,
but early in 1906 the serious outbreak at Sokoto occurred; and
this indirectly led to the ultimatum delivered to Hadeija, which
resulted in the reduction of that city. An expedition was also
despatched agninst the Munshi tribe in January, 1906, The
events which led up to these operations, and their general
results, have alieady been fully desctibed. Evyery expedition
was accompanied by a political officer, whose duty it was to
get into touch with the people and either to effect the arrest of
the guilty persons, or to bring hostilities to-aclose as soon as
possible.and with the minimum of bloodshed. In all cases the
.operations were carried out with great humanity and with
comparatively little loss of life, I'he minor operations of the
year were as follows:—

‘(1) A patrol under Captain ‘Gallagher of 100 rank and file
escorted the Resident through the Sura country betiveen Bauchi
and Keffi. They were attacked in very rugged and difficult
country. Kebon and Ziggam were punished for raiding tribes
under British protection. One soldier was killed and two
wounded. (Paragraph 72.)

(2) Kagoro. In May Major Cunliffe, with a force of 12
British and 217 rank and file; proceeded into the Kagoro
country, north of Nassarawa, to put a stop to the raids of this
tribe, who had looted cattle and killed three Fulani. They
carried off people within 200 yards of Darroro, and this town
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appealed for protection. Considerable opposition was met
with, -and’ the marching was -atduous in hedvy rain. (Para-
graph 82)) T ; ‘

(3) A series of small patrols under Lieuts. Thornton, Brierley
and Maclaverty were undertaken at the worst season of the
rains. for the protection of the Assistant Resident and the
friendly tribes around Bakuru on the -route between Keffi and
the tin mines. (Paragraph 72.)

(4) A small patrol of 27 men, under Captain Uttérson, who
was slightly wounded, traversed the Marghi country in South
Bornu, and met with sorie resistance from this tribe, who had
persisted in looting caravans and committing other outrages.
(Paragraph 48.) ' ~

(5) Lakai. A small tribe of cannibals had killed aid
eaten seven of the friendly Yergums and enslaved others. The
latter tribe had been promised. protection if they desisted from
outrages, and they now appealed: to Government. Lieut. R. M.
Blackwood, with 70 men, proceeded as a matter of urgency into
their country at the season of the heaviest rain, and' when
suffering himself from a sprained ankle, and successfully car-
ried out his task. (Paragraph 81.) :

(6) Beddi. Captain MacCarthy Morrogh, with five British
and 197 rank and file, traversed the territory of this tribe in
North-west Bornu in consequence of their truculent and
troublesome attitude. Little opposition was met with.” (Para.
graph 48.) : ~

(7) Keri-keri. These people had fired on the political officer,
and refused to obey orders. Lieut. Pye, with three British
and 56 rank -and file, patrolled through their country (South-
west Bornu). Some opposition was encountered, and one
officer and three men were wounded. (Paragraph 48.)

(8) The Verre pagans of the village of Ugi, situated in an
almost inaccessible site, persisted in raiding their neighbours,
and were gradually gaining adherents and extending the area
of lawlessness: Their village was coerced by Lieut, Wolseley
with 24 men. (Paragraph 93.)

The total casualties among the British and native troops in
these minor operations were one killed and twelve woiunded
(including two officers).

222. In January, 1906, in consequence of thé: events de-
scribed in paragraph 81, it became necessary to- send a force
to keep open communications by the Benue River, and to punish
the Munshis for their unprovoked attack, and to rescue.the
people who they had carried off as caplives.  Lieut.-Colonel
Hasler (acting commandant) himself took comimand, with 45
British and 633 rank and file. The expedition had to be.re-
called shortly ufter it had started, owing to the disturbances at
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Sokoto. The country within 30 miles of Abinsi, on the south
‘bank of the Benue, was, however, traversed, and’ many cap-
‘tives released and some plunder recovered. A detachment .of
50 men was left behind, under Lieut. Woods, R.A., ana
this  officer, ﬂndmg that a Iarge number of captives remained
in the hands of a chief on the north bank, determined to
release them hefore the defiant attltude of the tribal cluef
should spread and become a serious matter. This was ably
nnd pluckily carried out. , In all 118 captives were released,
Our casualtiés were one Brmsh officer and one native soldier
wounded. The rapid marching of the troops on their recall
to Zungeru for the Sokoto crisis constituted a wonderful
record, viz,, 312 miles in 12} days, and 80 miles in 46 hours.

223, On February 14th the disaster which I have -described
in pamgruphs 18 to 32 occurred at Sokoto, involving the death
in action of three British officers and 27 men, and' one officer
and three mon wounded. The relieving force, under Majox
Goodwin; R.A., .covered the. distance in-an extraordinarily

_short time, -and defeated the enemy. Our casualties were 16
weunded; including two British officers and -one British non-
commxsmoned officer.

224, Ti April the Resident, under my mstructlons, delivered
an ultlmutum to the Emir and * Wir Party” in Hadeija. Tts
ferms being contemptuously rejected, Colonel Lowry Cole,
D.S!0., commandant, who commianded a force of 32 British and
687 rank and file, at once entered the city with his troops,
In the lirge open space within the walls he was charged by the
Hadeija horsemen, and after fivé hours of street fighting the
Emir’s walled enclosures were captured. The ringleaders werg
killed in action or airested, and the same evening the non-
combatants, for whoseé safety careful meflsures had been taken,
re-entered the town, which on ‘che next-day résumed its ordin-
aryappearance and avocations, owing to the e\cellent disciplinie
and steadiness. of the troops. Our casualties wete six rank and
file wounded. Separate reports on these three major opera-
tions have been submitted (vule paragraphs 39 to 41).

225. The force has suffered from a shortage of officers, due
to the requirement that officers should not exceed their
limit of twelve months’ residence in the country. This
at -distant stations reduces an officer’s period of service
twith his men to about eight months, and is.destructive of.con-
tinuity, and talso decreasés the number of officers doing duty
with the troops. Native troops are proverbially more amenable
to officers whom they know than to strangers, and though the
system of limiting service in West Africa to three tours of a
bare twelve months .each (from date of landing at; to leaving,
the coast) produces a supply of officers who are well “up-to-
date ” in professional training, it has its disadvantages in the
results. I bave described. Lo
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XVI—MISSIONS AND EDUCATION,

R26. (a.) Church Missionary Society (including the Havsa
Wission)—The Hausa Mission, hitherto stationed in the Ghirku
district, 40 miles south of Zaria, transferred its hieadquarters
to the latter city in March, 1905, with my consent, on the in-
vitation of the Emir, and they have it in contemplation to open
a mission next year at Kano, with the consent of the Emir aid
chiefs, and also perhaps at Kontagora, where the Emir seems
quite anxious to allow them to come. A party of missionaiies
travelled through the Givari country (which covéers the greater
part of the Zaria Province), witha view to ascertaining whether
there was any opening for mission work among these Pagans.
They reported great friendliness, and requested permission to
open a mission station at Kuta, to which I gladly assented,
since I have always personally preferred mission work among
Pagans to that among Mohammedans, which may involve poli-
tical difficulties. Dr. Miller reports that during an outbreak
of sickness at Rimmo Mr#. Bargery saved the lives of over 80
persons, and the thanks'of the Government weré conveyed: to
this gentleman for having ridden on a bicycle 65 miles in one
day to attend an officer of the West African Frontier Force.
Having been overtaken by darkness, he spent the night in a
tree in pouring rain. The head of the mission, Dr. Miller,
informs me that, during his eight months’ residence in Zaria,
he has met with nothing but courtesy from the Emir and
people, and not only has there been no hostility, but the people
have manifésted a desire “to read, to hear, and to consider.”
This friendly attitude and the remarkable results achieved are
probably almost entirely due te Dr. Miller’s exceptional tact
and personal influence, together with his absolute mastery of
the Hausa language. The Resident lias asked the mission to
refer any secular complaints to the Emir and native court
rather than to the provincial court, o course which, I think, is
judicious. He adds that he cannot too warmly express his
gratitude to Dr. Miller for the way in which he has endea-
voured to fall in with his views. I am specially glad to note
that from 12 to 14 of the educated “ Mallam ” class have learnt
to réad the Roman character, which is not only more adapted
for the expression of Hausa sounds than Arabic, but will
enable them to- correspond in that language with political
officers who do not read the Arabic character. It has always
been my opinion that the reading of the Roman character
should be the first step in education in Northern Nigeria, and
the Government owes a debt to the Church Missionary Society
both at Zaria and Bida for taking up this useful work. Some
few are reported to be beginning arithmetic, grammar, and
geography, and several converts have been made among the
effncated classes, while much. interest is reported to have been
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taken in the discussions held by Dr. Miller on religious and
social questions, 'Thé¢ Emir himself has apparently formed a
close friendship, with Dr. Miller; and inviles a frank expression
of his opinions on social abuses which- come under his notice.
I believe that a very great deal of good has resulted.

227. (b). T'he African Evangelical Mission (formerly ““Indus-
trial”) had five men and one lady missionary at tlie beginning
of the year, and six men and two.ladies at the.end of 1908.
They occupy three stations, viz, Patéji, on the Niger; Bida,
and Wushishi. Poultry hdve been imported with the object of
starting a poultry farm, but ¥ understand the attempt has not
been very successful, though both at Bida and Wushishi the
Missionaries report that English fowls do well, and no reason
for failure is given. Some dispensing work has been done at
Whshishi, and a small class of boys -at each place have been
taught reading and writing. The Wushishi branch. have also
an area of cultivatable land; but they only appear to have
grown grain for their fowls, aid a small quantity of
cotton. I regret to say that I do not have very good
reports ‘of this mission from any of their stations. I am
informed that they preach the equality of Europeans and
nativés, which, however true from a doctrinal point of view,
is apt to be misapplied by people in a low stage of development,
and interpreted as an abolition of class distinction.

928, (¢.) T'he White Fathers have abandoned their mission in
the Bassa province, I beligve owing to lack of funds.

229, (d.) Sudan Unitéd Mission.—The Mission were mainly
engaged in building their premises at Wase, in: Northern: Muri,
and received there a deputation of the *“ World’s Evangeliza-
tion Company ” from Ohio, U.S.A. A visit was made in Sep- :
tember t6 the Burrun and Ankwe tribes, with a view to subse-
quently beginning work among them, The members of the
tission experienced a good desl of sickness. No converts have
yet been mads, but services have been conducted with some
regularity, At the énd of the year there wers five missionaries,
of whom three ‘were qualified engineers engaged in building,
&¢. The mission is as yet in its infancy. It ivas understood to be
solely for Pagans, and the Resident reports that its members
are not on good terms with the chief.of Wase, who is:a Moslem,
and that its objects have been mistaken, In these circum-
stances I have been compelled to reqaest the missivn to desist
from work in Wase town,

r 230: (¢) Education (General)—As in former years, the re-
sources of the revenue have not permitted Jf any general
scheme. of éducation, nor have the missionary societies been in
1a position to put forward any scheme which could be sup-
portéd by Government grants. Primary education is given to
the children in the freed slaves home at Zungeru by the lady
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superintendent, and apprentices are taught in thé various Gov:
ernment departments (workshops, printing, marine, telegraph,
&c.), while a small sum has, been expended in -the purchase of
school materials for mission schools, Education is required
for four different classes of pupils: (a) Mallams (viz., natives
educated according to native standards in Arabic; Mohamme-
danlaw, &c.), should be taught the Roman: character for writing
Hausa, colloquial English, and finally reading and writing
English, arithmetic, and geography; (b). sons. of chiefs require
to be taught as boarders in a school or college established for
the purpose, where they would receive a primary education and
be brought up in an atmosphere of loyalty to the King, and
imbued with ideas of truthfulness and honesty, so that the
next generation df native rulers may be enlightened and loyal,
without necessarily foregoing their own religion, or imbibing
ideas of European dress and habits unsuited to their environ-
ment, and which would cause them to lose influence and caste
among their Mohammedan subjects; (¢) general primary
schools for children on a secular basis, so as not to excite the
entagonism of the Moslem population by the teaching of
religion opposed to their own tenets; (4) centonment schools
for the education of the children of native clerks (mostly Chris-
tians) and' of other Govérnment officials. At present clerks
have to send their children to the ‘Coast, which forms a draw-
back to service in Nigeria.

231. Regarding (z) and (b)), I have been in correspondence
with Mr. Currie, Head of the Gordon College at Khartum, who
has shewn the greatest interest and cordiality in the matter,
but there are serious objections to sending men or boys from
Nigeria to Khartum, of wkich the distance, the difference in
language, and some objections to the environment. are obvious.
Dr. Miller has now made certain proposals to meet these needs,
and provide o secular education for each of these classes, by
opening a boarding school for sons of chiefs, and a daily school
for Mallams. He would.not interfere with the exercise of their
religious observances by Mohammedans, provided that out of
school hours he might exercise his influence with his pupils,
I have considerable hopes of the success of such a scheme,
which will form the subject of a future report.

232. The net result, from the Government point of view, of
these many missions is not so far very satisfactory. The small
Protectorate of British Central Africa, not one-sixth the
size of Northern Nigeria, shews 36,000 children at the -720
mission schools, with a roll attendance of 55,000, and in every
village there are one or two natives who can read and write.
No grant is made by Government. The missions treat 83,000
patients and train hospital dressers, as well as other artisans.
I have a personal acquaintance with this Protectorate. Its
tribes are not more advanced or intelligent than those of
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Nigeria, nor is its climate appreciably better. I trust that
résults such as these may some day be achieved in this Pro-
tectorate. '

XVIIL-—-POSTAL.

233. The addition of a European assistant postmaster to the
staff of the Department will, it is hoped, put an end to the
chaos in this Department, which has without exception resulted
from the absence of the Postmaster-General on leave, since the
Administration was formed. This lamentable state of things
has arrested all progress, and it has taken the Postmaster-

. General fully half his period of residential service to bring the
{Jost aifd telegraphs into the state of efficiency in which he had
eft them.

234. The weekly headquarter mail from Lokoja to Zungeru
is now carried between Bida and Barijuko by mail cart. Its
weight averages about 500 1bs., and it is frequently delivered
within three days of leaving Lokoja, the distance being 18
hours steaming and 100 miles by land. During the coming
year J hope to extend the mail cart system between the Niger
and Bida, and also from Zungeru to Kano. The Postmaster-
General reports an improvement in the general efficiency of the
telegraph staff, but there is very great difficulty in obtaining
operators for the new stations opened. ‘

235. The revenue and expenditure of the department are as

follows ; —
. y 1905-06
—_— 1900-01.] 1901-02.| 1902-03.[ 1903-04.{ 1904-05. (probabla).
£ £ £ £ £ £
Fxpenditure ... | 5530 | 5726 | 6201 7,156 7,580 | 8137
Revenue 641 | 1,283 | 2,001 9351 1,708 2,613

The increase in the revenue in 1905 from £935 to £1,708 is
due to ordinary business and not to any adventitious assistance
(such as occurred in 1901 and 1902 from the sales of new issues
of stamps to collectors). It gives hopes of being largely in-
increased in the current year, in which it is estimated that
the revenue will be increased about 53 per cent. and the ex-
penditure by 7 per cent, ‘

If all letters and telegrams sent free on Government duty
were charged at ordinary rates, the revenue earned would prob-
ably exceed the expenditure by about £300. The revenue
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earned by the postal department is exclusive of the Customs
on parcels, which, though collected by the postal staff, are
credited under Customs. The latter amournted to about £870.
236. The quantities of postal matter received and despatched
from the General Post Office, Lokoja, were as follows:—

. Probable| Apar-
— Internal.| External. qiggg’ Tl‘ggil' real |entin-

increase.| crease.

Letters. (private) [ 1,400 | 177,670
Letters (official) | 60,000 5,000 |
Postcards | — 4,300
Newspapers, book, oo
packets, &c. .. 300-| 66,000) i
Parcels ... 750 9,710' | 10,460 | 6,652 ' 45 p.c.| 58 p.ce

314,670 | 215,400 | 24 p..| 46 pe.

Telegrams ) o
(private) | 9,310 920 ,
Telegrams 128,430 | 34,000 100 p.c.|277 p.c.
(official) {118,000 | 200

The returns shewn in my last annual report were compiled
by an inexperienced officer, and the Postmaster-General states
that they are much under the actual figures, and the percentage
of increase is probably only as shewn above. The increase
in parcels dealt with (45 per cent.) is largely accounted for by
the Arab traders at Kano importing goods by parcel post.
Deducting these, the increase would stand at about 25 per
cent. As the use of the parcel post for trade imports involves
a heavy loss to Government, I have decided in future to charge
actual transport expenses upon parcels delivered up country.
(On this question, and value and weight of parcels, see para-

graph 146.)

237. Cash to the amount of £24,000 was transmitted by the
money order system. The comparative table is as follows : —

Amount issued to. | Amount cashed from.
Flace. 1904 1904
5 mont.hs) 1905. ] moqtixs_) 1905.
£ £ £ £

United Kingdom o0 0 3,960 12,638 44 235
Sierra Leone oo eee 565 1,489 21 57
Gold Coast ...  wer e 519 2,251 23 54
Lagos 425 6,488 14 50
Sonthern Nigeria ... oo | 50 132 21 79
Northern Nigeria ... 206 1,482 —_ —

Total .. ... | 5715 | 24330 | 128 | 475
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238. The working and organisation of the postal department
at stations other than Lokoja and Zungeru (28 in number) is
in the hands of the political department, and as Residents have
already very much more work than they can possibly do(in-
cluding Customs, transport, treasury and accounting, and mili-
tary supplies), the machinery is Jamentably defective. With
the increase in staff contemplated in 1906, however, I hope that
it will be possible to provide for the efficient performance of
these departmental duties in each provinee without interfering
with the more purely political duties of the administrative staff.

F. D. Lucarp.

Abinger Common, Surrey,
27th November, 1906,
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APPENDIX 1.
AssTrACT of REVENUE for the years 1899-1900 to 1905-6.

1899-1900.
) 1900-1. 1901-2. 1902-3. 1903-4. 1904-5. 1905-6.
Heads of Revenue. (Onigt‘xlle'ter) Actual. Actual, Actual. Actual. Actual. Estimated.
Local Rovenue :— £ s d £ s d. £ s d £ s d £ s d £ s d 8. d
Licences, Excise, and 13 17 10 332 5 5 631 0 8| 7,826 4 2 39,249 16 4| 69,433 5 10| 65530 0 0
Internal Revenue.
Payments for Specific 2412 0 41519 3| 1,393 14 10| 257918 10| 4087 8 5] 5872 811| 5570 0 0
Services, Fees, &e. ’
Post Office and Tele- — 641 3 0| 1,283 11 1| 2051 510 93412 51 1,708 10 0| 1,800 0 O
ams,
Ingrest — 2814 9 29 11 9 3512 3 — — —
Rents of Government — —_ 100 255 2 0 49516 8| 1,179 1 9] 1200 O
property. -
Customs s . — — —_ — 6463 2 4] 11,285 18 1| 9300 0 O
Miscellaneous ... — 76111 8| 1,08 110 3,567 810| 2496 1 8| 2860 1 5] 2000 0 0
Rebate from Niger Com- —_ - —_ —_ —_ 1,687 0 O —
pany. |
Total Lozal Revenue 38 910 217914 1| 4424 0 21 16315 11 11 | 53,726 17 10 | 94.026° 6 0| 85400 0 -0
Imperial Grant-in-Aid ... [*56,530 0 0 |°88,800 0 0 {280,000 0 0 [290,000 0 0 [405000 0 01405500 0 01/320,000 0 0
Contribution from — 44,750 0 O 34,000 0 0| 34000 O 0| 50,000 O O] 50,000 O O 60,000 0 O
Southern Nigeria.
Contribution from Lagos — — — — _ 10,000 0 0} 150000 0 O
Deferred Pay and Reward — —_ — 16,693 13 6 — — —_
Fund, W.AF.F. .
Total Revenue ... | 56,568 9 10 {135,729 14 1 |318424 0 2 |357,009 5 5 |508,726 17 10 | 559,526 ‘6 0 |{480,400. 0 0O

¢ Not including grant for the West African Frontier Force.
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+ Including additional grant of £25,000 for telégrapli ‘construction.
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| ABsTrRACT of EXPENDITURE for the Years 1899-1900 tc 1905-6. }

1899-1900.

A 1900-1. b '
. Civil onl crarti 1901-2. 1902-3. 1903-4. 1904-5. 1905-6.
Heads of Expenditure, (One Quartgr). ('lzﬂt on‘ly : Actual. , Actual. Actual. Actual. Estimated.
Actual. ctual.
£ s d £ s d £ s d £ s d £ s d £ s d £ s d
High Commissioner'’sOffice| 758 11 8| 3858 3 2| 384818 0| 420712 8| 5264 4 2| 663615 4| 7475 0 0
and Government House. .
Political ... 491 13 11 ] 747011 6] 11,413 14 4| 24263 14 2| 3385215 4| 44,500 9 5] 59,104 0 O
Stipends to Chiefs 15 0 0 125 5 0 — — — —_ —
Cantonment Magistrates —_— —_ _— — —_ —_ 5322 0 0
and F.S. Home. .
Judicial ... 438 3 11 1,719 17 9 1,786 0 7 2,562 0 10 341316 5 3,394.16 5 2,738 0 0
Secretariat 310 9 8] 1,91 8 0| 2145 3 7| 2145 7 3| 2375 7 9| 317412 11 —
Secretariat and Printing... — — — — — — 5,187 0 0
Treasury ... 545 14 2| 298616 1| 373312 8| 5745 7-7| 631819 8| 691319 3| 7,570 0 0O
Post and Telegraphs ... 426 2 5| 5530 2 8| 5726 2 3| 6201 5 3| 715417 2| 7,580 5 9| 10243 0 0
Medical ... 1,255 15 6 6,744 17 8] 16,360 2 7| 20327 18 1| 22068 19 5] 26306 3 10] 29,894 0 0
Printing ... e - 71 010 361 411 956 1 11 1,105 4 1 1,214 13 7 1,415 10 11 - -
Audit ... — 506 12 8 832 7 4 859 3 6| 1,224 511 144314 9| 1,415 0 0
Police and Prisons 159 3 0| 152218 3| 3596 12 11 ( 542213 6 — — —
Police e . —_ — — - 20,063 410 30,668 1 1| 34017 0 0
Prisons ... — — — — 2578 6 7| 299 8 4| 4551 0 O
374 16 0 2501 0 9 4,197 5 8 4,278 8 1 4,108 16 4 — —

Storekeepers and Trans-
port. . .
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ABSTRACT of EXPENDITURE for the Years 1899-1900 to 1905-6—-continued.

1899-1900.

A 1900-1. v ;
. Civil only e 1991-2, 1902-3. 1903-4. 1904-5. 1905-6.
Heads of Expenditure. | g4 Quartor) CXEL:) zﬁl y Actual, Actual. Actual. Actual, Estimated.
Actual. i
£ s d £ s d £ s d £ s d £ s d £ s d £ s d
Transport... —_ — — — — 3,688 17 11| 27,508 0 O
\V%st African Frontier —_ — 132,583 1 8(139,132 2 9191445 9 2190259 5 0 (177,395 10 0
orce.
West African Frontier —_ — — 3,283 18 10 — —_ —_
Force, 3rd Battalion. o
Marine and Workshops ... 1,774 6 9] 15756 19 1| 29,103 2 8| 23897 5 0| 26,197 7 0| 27,021 10 11| 32381 0 O
Customs ... . — — —_ — 1,002 12 11 1,463 5 0] 1,568 0 0
Economic  Department — — — —_ 592 2 0 2,037 8 5| 3977 0 O
(Botanical and Forestry) .
Revenue ... oo —_— —_ —_— —_ 3,862 12 9 6,174 19 7 *—
Miscellaneous ... 1,190 12 4| 5439 12 2 ) 27,840 10 11 | 40,885 11 3 | 52,436 12 1| 45,640 10 9| 20,260- 0 O
Miscellaneous, Passages of —_ - — 720 0 O — —_ —
Europeans, 3rd Battalion
Public Works Department 28 610 6,153 2 11| 10,014 16 10 | 12,647 5 1 —_ — —_
and Recurrent. )
Public Works Department — —_ — - 10,388 8 7| 12,14510 0| 16364 0 O
Public Works Recurrent . —_ — — —_— 4834 17 10| 4,831 911 4750 0 0
Public Works Extra-| 30,198 5 4| 22,686 156 4| 42,998 5 2| 78665 15 10| 79,986 2 7| 54,289 7 0| 48,280 10 0
ordinary.
New Steamers ... 7 8 2| 1L,19112 1 — — —_ — —
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Railway Survey ...
Burutu Works ... .-
Telegraph Construction,
Zaria Extension, and
Lagos-Jebba Reconstruc-
tion, unprovided for.
Telegraph Construction —_ — . _ — 17,376 14 6| 36,611 9 3 —_
(Special Vote). I
Jebba-Oghiomosho Teéle- — —_ — - — 1,105 9
graph Construction. )

1,383 6 11 —
— 1,224 18 3| 37210 1

o

3
I

Total ... .. | 38,045 10 6| 96457 0 0298519 6 0 |389,391 1 8 498,986 4 10 |520,545 11 5 |500,000 0 O

* Included under Political.
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128 COLONIAL REPORTS8-—ANNUALL.

APPENDIX II

ESTIMATED. POPULATION BY DIsTRICTS.

Province. Divisions. Msles. | Females.{ Total,

Sokoto ... | Sokoto City .. 18,770 | 21230 | 40,000

, District | 124942 | 141,328 | 266,270
Zamfara .. | 64624 | 72,986 | 137,510
Gando... .. | 287881 88252 62,040

Argungu ... 16,971 19,799 86,770
Jegn ... 12,882 15,028 27,910
Nomad tribes 8,692 4,318 8,000

270,569 | 807,931 | 578,500

Bornu ... | Bornu Proper | 202,000 | 803,000 | 506,000

Marghi .| 100,000 | 150,000 | 250.000.] '
Beddi... ..| 40,060 6000 | 100,000
Keri Keri ... | 20,000 | 80000 [ 60,000
Fika ... .. | 40000] 50000 | 100,000
Babur... .| 40,000 60,000 | 1¢0,000

442,000 | 663,000 } 1,105,000

Bauchi ... | Emirate wo | 200,000 | 200,000 | 400,000

Gombe «| 30,000 30,0000 60,000
Semi Moelems 80,000 80,000 60,000
Pagans | 200,000 | 200,000 L -i00,000

. 460,000 [ 460,000 | 920,000

Zatia .. | Emirate .| 50600 | 70,500 | 121,000
Katshia .. | 12000 | 18000 | 30,000
Wushishi ... | 85500 | 46,500 | 81,000

98,000 | 184,000 | 232,000

Borgu ... | BussaDivision 7,295 7,624 14,919
Kiama 5,001 5,407 10,408

12,206 | 18,031 | 25,827

Kontagora | Emirate ... 17,905 16,004 83,909
Yelwa... 14,942 15,695 80,687
Sakaba ... 9,017 9864 | 18,881
Kotonkoro .. 1,884 1,780 8,614
Zuguma ... 1,046 729 1,775
Kwiambans ... 476 387 862

45,269 | 44,400 | 89,678

Nupe ... | Eminate 42,785 49,170 91,905
Riverain tribes 9,975 11,025 21,000 |
Agaie... .. 6,965 7,320 14,2856
Lapai... .. 12,500 12,200 24,700

79175 | 79,715 | 161,890
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NORTHERN NIGERIA, 1905-6.

- ApPENDIX II—cont.

ot

[~}

Provinde. Divisions. | Males.  Females: Total. -
Horin e | .o G| 112,000 188,000 | 260,000 |
Kabba ... |'. .| 123680 | 167,000 | 281,650
Baséa ... | Okpotos ... | 180,000 ' "186,000-| 266,000

Munshi .| 41800 [ 46,200 | 88,000
JTgarsa,.. .| 21,900 | 24,100 | 46,000
Bassa Komo ... 21,400 28,600 1 45,000
Agofn.. .| 18900- 21,100 | 40,000
Bassa Ngeh ... || 11,980 13,070 | . 25,000
| Other tribes:is | 7,100-|. 8,000 [ 15,100
' x 263,000 | 272,070 | 525,100
Nagsaraiwa | Keffi .o .. | 76,000) 125000 200,000:
Darroro ... | 110,000°| 190,000 | 800,000 |
Nassarawd ... | 150,000 |* 230,000 { 400,000
Lafis ... .. | 100,000 | 150,000 | 250,000
Abuja. . 120,000 | 250.000 | 850,000
' 656,000 | 945,000 | 1,600,000
Muri e e e | 260,000 208,000 | 648,000 |
Yola .| Emirate .| 85,000 47,000 82,000
Bassema .. | 4400 6,200 11,000
Batta . w8000 7000 | 12,000
| Verro e e 4,200.| 5800 10,000
/| Gongolr. tribes 10,800 14,200 25,000 |
| Mumuye .. 6300|8700 | 15,000
‘| Kibbai e 4;200 5800 |  10,000°
Othertribes....| 86,800 [ 48,700 | 85,000 |
106,600 | 143,400 | 260,000 |
Kuio .. | Emirate ... | 1,000,000 | 1,000,000 { 2,000,000
Katsena, ... 57,150 67,160 | 114,800 |.
Daura and 12,000f 12,000 24,000
Kazaure, . :
Gummel,Hadei:| 95,850 95,850 | 191,700
ja and'Kata-
gum,
11,165,000 | 1,165,000 | 2,850,000
Grand Total ... .. | 3,965,587 | 4,816,646 | 8,782,188 |

26065

P
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APPENDIX III

RETURN of Srnavis FreeD

Protectorate) to 31st December, 1905.

in NoRTHERN NIGERIA from 1st January, 1900 (date of establishment of

R P YO Disposal of those
'§ | =8 §§ d g gifent to Frceld
Vrovinces, -r8'§'~ gé" 52 -3 ,§\ PR T I DR - Sl L ve Homes In— Remarks,
salesER 5|4 5 B2 8|58 258 2 | T
o3|l 8l iald| S| 2]ls18] =] 5 Zungeri. || Bornu,
CHECRENEIEIFIERE) A L= w R a e ikt 1.
Sent to Freed Staves omes .. .. .. 4+ | 7{| 3018 2[—| 1{10] 33|28 | 18frosfam| o] {SO} — — | N.B—~This reiurn does not
Lodged in freo village in Bornu .. ] =] -~ Bl =] =]=}=}—=]—=]=]=]—=]=1—] 48 — 2 :i?clude“blmggedm[l)mbersi,o[
Allowed to follow their own inclinations | 36 | 13 | 144 29| 86|11 [.22| 8| of.14 ] 72j118|178] 2| 937 bl 36 | Inliary oeraditions nor vast
Restored torelatives .. .. .. .| 6| 21 1:231)| 18| 28| 3| 9| —| 8j17|101].61] 42| &7 :611 = PP et A ‘ol R
Died .. - .. ooono o= =TS S =]=] 1)~ "1] s 8l =) | a1s 71 | Bumbers of nowly cnslaved
Married .. .. .. oo it =1 wlatsel=z2{=| sl 1| 1| =) 19|13 i3 86 iz | Fogons who'hnve returted to
Allotted to gunrdians .. .. .. | 5 3 39|52 23) 3100(—|90f 1| 17| 24| 7010 38} 313 2 L ool alaves s have Snnssed
Enlisted in Northern Nigeria Regiment .. | —~ | — | — | =} Y| == 2171} 37 =]"1| 9| = 17 2 = | through the hands of the
Apprenticed R Wil Mt Ml et el el Rl sl Al e M el PR 38 Kl :po,mm,ts;am#nd u;ereﬁm
3 R Ry : . P o “represents on a fraction
Totals .. .. .. .| 58 | 44 | 93 [124{190( 17-{ 44 | 20 |150| 6507[213[384{726] 39 |3.071 822 124 | P s liberatas 1o
Northern thisggaﬁgs L1
Remaining in Freed Slaves Homes on 31st December, 1005 .. .. S 24 146: ‘Zﬁ‘},‘“’,’l}ﬁt osix y‘em,"“("m'é
Totals dealt with in Freed Slaves Homes .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. 1,048 260 | PAT™ 9.)
- *  ® Inciuding 22 en route from provinces,
— : Zungeru F.S.H. |- -Bofnu FS.H.
Received from provinces.. . . 978 268
ived from other sources .. .. 67 Rl
Totals .. .. . .. ‘1,048 260
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AppPENDIX D,
NORTHERN NIGERIA

RIVER NIGER

Sectional plan shewing height of river at the time
it reached its highest levels for the years.

1900 to 1905.

and average hsight of river, above the lowest recorded depth of

water for all months of the year.

Compiled from records taken at LOKOJA and supplied by

NORTHERN NIGERIA MARINE.

Highest FiSe PiVers. ... or.o. Shown thus — TRTE
Avérage haight of river forallmonths ... »  »  FEIIR.

1902 SEp;, 26°TH

314

O TH 30
DAL 22 A < % 22 mmm@w
4

28

T SRR

26
25+

-

24~

22~
24

~
QCYOBER 315V

717777 2727/77777 D27 7727707 7071 ,.W

JULY 3187

NOVEMBER 307*

l2:

JUNE 30
J

JANUARY 3
FEBRUARY 287

MARCH 313"
APRIL 30™
MAY 207 \ .
LOWEST REGORD _MAY 1905 (i

8T T T 23307 1173,

) Weller & Graham, ¢ Litho.London.
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COLONIAL REPORTS.

The following recent reports relating to His Majesty’s Colonial
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from the
sources indicated on the title page :—

ANNUAL.

No. Colony, &e. Year.

488 | Gold Coast e 1905
489 | Seychelles e s e see  ees  eee "

490 | Falkland Islands - e
491 | Gambia ... e o v v

192 | Jamaica ... .o | 190421905
493 | Northern Termtones of the Gold Coast e 1905
494 | Ceylon ... oee oo ”»

495 Turks and Caicos Tslands ... o e o "
496 | Bahamas e | 1905-1906
497 | Birbados vee e e 2
498 | Malta ... e sae 1905
499 | British Central Africa Protectorate er v o | 1905-1906
500 | Coloniul Survey Committee ... e oo 9
501 | Grenada .. .. 1905
502 | Straits Settlements ... .. e e ess »
503, | Gibraltar oo oo s oo oo e " .
504 | Trinidad ahd Tobago vev e et e we | 1905-1908
506 | St. Lucia . e o oo 1905
506 | Mauritius voe e e e "
507 | Southern Nigeria (Lagos) oo oo oo "
508 | Somaliland o wee e ene | 1905-1906
509 | Fiji s 1905
510 St. Vineent ... ver we e e | 19056-1906
511 | Sierra Leone ... e e e 19056
512 | Southern Nigeria "
513 | Basutoland oo | 1905-1906
514 | British Guiana Y e e | "
515 | British Honduras e e e 1905

MISCELLANEOUS.

No. Oolony. Subject.

27 Miscellaneous Colonies... «s | Medical Reports.
28 Gold Const and Sierra Leone... | Rubber.
29 Ceylon ... w. . .. | Geological Survey.

30 Piteairn Island we  ue | Report by Mr, R, T, Simon.
31 Northern Nigeria ««. | Cotton, &e.

32 Do. do. «» | Mineral Survey.

33 Southern Nigeria, e e .

34 Montserrat .., «o | Agricultural Industry.

35 Antigun and St, Kitts-Novis ... Sugar,

36 West Indies ... we e | Work of Imperial Department
of Agriculture.

37 Ceylon ... o «os | Mineral Survey, 1904-5.
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