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PARLIAMENTARY DEBA

OFFICIAL REPORT

IN THE SECOND MEETING OF THE THIRD SESSION
- LEGISLATURE OF NORTHERN NIGERIA APPOINTED T(
VMONTH OF AUGUST, 1963, IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBEI

EIGHTH SERIES

SECOND VOLUME OF SESSION 1963

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
NORTHERN NIGERIA

Thursday, §4. August, 1963
The House met at 10.00 a.m.
PRAYERS

(MR SPEAKER, 7 the Chair)
ANNOUNCEMENT

" Mr Speaker: Honourable Members, I am
very pleased to welcome you again h(.re and I
am glad we are meeting in a very happy 'mood.
I think it is very proper to mention some of the
important things that had taken place since our
last meeting. One of our Members who has been
Member of this House since 1951 has left us
for good, and thatis in the name of His Highness
Alhaji the hon. Muhammadu Inuwa, Emir of
Kano. I know there is no time for hon. Members
to put down a motion, but I think on your
behalf, it would be proper to send him our best
wishes and congratulations, and wish him a very
happy, long, peaceful, and prosperous tenure
of Office. Alhaji Inuwa is a good example of
those typical Northern Aristocrats, if I may use
the word, who could adapt himself to any
environment in which he finds himself. He is
unassuming, courteous and very cheerful.and
mingles freely with his fellow members. This
won him their affection and respect. It is also,
with mixed feeling, that I would like to congra=
tulate the hon. Alhaji Usman, Sarkin Maska,

'who after having succeeded his hlghly respected

and well known figure, his father, Alhaji
Muhammadu Sambo (may his soul rest in
peace) allowed’the national interest to override
his own personal interests, and only having
been in the office for a few months surrendered
the administration of his District to his younger
brother. He demonstrated that national service
is more important than his personal comfort.

We wish his younger brother God’s guidance.

Also one of: our Members has recently
succeeded his late father. He is the hon.j
Member for Daura West, the Galadiman Daura; i

Ithink his District is N
very happy, long and p

Another hon. "Mem
Wazirin Dikwa, has bee:
assignment in additior
That, of course, demo
which . the Governmen

_ pbility, integrity and ex:

We are very lucky in
this Chamber by a very
world over and that is t]
fact he was standing he
great debt to the Hon. ]
in bringing him all the
Nigeria and. to the whe
matter. He was infact at
there myself on official ]
very grateful because the

~our country and its pe

returned back to his H

‘and in good health. We

would arrange more of
figures as that is the only
will understand us, and

life and respect us whe
countries.. Honourable M
session is going to be a -
that you will continue

usual sense of judgeme
making only such comm
benefit this country. Thai

The Premier (Alh
AhmaduBello, K.B.E, ¢
On point of explanation, |
appointmen{ of the Mir

_ succeeded his father. I j

clear that the Minister
appointment ", Minister
appomtrnent Irimediatel
applied for a month’s leav
inherifance and other th
the family affairs. And it
that he was sclected an
Katsina Native Authori
reason for him to resign as
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in Gwoza Division. However, a few applications
have now been received and arc now being
processed in the usual manner.

(¢) Not necessary.

Junior and Senior Primary Schools for
Dawakin Tofa

0143, Mallam Muhtari A. Bello Yola
(Dawakin Tofa East) asked the Minister of
Education, in view of the fact that Dawakin
Tofa East has a population of 31,000 taxpayers
‘and annual tax of £6,700, will the -Minister

_ corsider providing more Junior and Senior

Primary Schools there, as at present there are

“only five Junion’ Prlmary Schools and one

Senior Primary School?
- (a) If so, when?

The Minister - of Education (Alhajl the
hon. Isa Kaita, C.B.E.,; Wazirin Katsma)
No Sir, the degree of development in the
various districts of a native authority is a matter
for the native authority and for decision at
provincial level. My Ministry indicates overall

_ needs to the Native Authority which show

how it could meet the 1970 targets: the native

- authority itself will then allocate new schools

“to districts according to their needs. -
Eréction of Windmills at Dawakin Tofa
‘0144, Mallam Muhtari A. Bello Yola

(Dawakin Tofa East) asked the Minister of-

Works, Northern Nigeria (¢) Is the Minister
aware of the great difficultiés encountered as a

resultof shortage of water by most of the Villages -

in Kano Province and in Daw akm Tofa East
in particular?

(b) May I know whether the Mmlster can
take urgent action to erect Windmills and sink
more wells in Dawakin Tpfa East?

" The Minister of Work, (Alhaji the hon.
Shehu Usman, Sarkin Maska): I am not
aware of shortage of water in most villages.

- Since 1945, 3,260 wells have been completed

in Kano Province. The programme continues

-at the rate of about 200 per annum and is

planned by the Provincial Secretary in consulta-

.tion with the Provincial Engineer and Native

Authorities. No doubt, the Provincial Secretary
has the needs of Dawhkin Tofa East in mind.
Windmills are not supplied and crected as part
of the Rural Water Supplies programme.

Tarring of Adamawa-Wukari Road.

0149. Mallam Mﬁhammadu Sambo
Zinna (Muri East) asked the Minister of
Works, " Northern- Nigeria, when will the
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Northern Governinent ask
ment to tar Adamawa-W
use of Adamawa, Sar
Provinces?

The Minister of Worl
Shehu Usman Sarkin M
to which road the Hon. T
No Federal Trunk Road
but the town is linked tot
by Trunk Roads B. 553 ar
has been made in the D«
the tarring of these Trur

* tarring of Trunk Roads A

Federal Government. I su
Member requests his col
question in the Federal Pa

Trained Te:/Thers i1
Gu el EmJ

0181. Mallam - Mui
(Hadejz'a South) asked
Education, Northérn Nige
of trained teachers in both
Emirates when will the G
its plan to construct a
College in Hadejia?

The Minister of Eduw
hon. Isa Kaita, C.B.E., W
am not yet able to- glve :
struction of this new pro
whole programm¢ for teac
sion is now under close rev
of seeing what. external ai
for these projects.

A Visit to He

0182. Mallam  Muh:
(Hadejia  South) asked
Education, Northern Niger.
give assurance that he will p
in view of the fact that sir
duties he has never visited ]

The Minister of Educ
hon. .Isa Kaita, C.B.E.,, ¥
Yes, Sir, as soon as possibl
month—In Sha Allahu.

Teachers’ and West A
Certifica

0183. Mallam  Muha
(Hadejia  South) = asked
Education, Northern Nij
Minister tell the House the
in obtaining results of th
Teachers’ Certificate and

School Certificates thro

Nigeria?
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(b) Apparently their condition of service is
very unattractive, hence the few experienced
ones are always in scarch for better employment.
If this is the case, what i§ the Government
doing to remedy the situation?

(c) Does not the Government think it to be
a national shame to lpose good and experienced
interpreters in a Housne hke ours?

The Premier (Alha_]l the hon. Sir
Ahmadu Bello, K.B.E., Sardaunan Sokoto):

(a) Two very good mterpreters have trans-

ferred to the FForeign Service and another has
died recently. This we cannot stop.

(b) No, the posts of interpreters are-attractive
enough and there are opportunities for promo-
tion within Scale CE 1 to 6. However, as in
every department it is always difficult to retain
the ‘services of capable ambitious young men.

¢c) No.

Corrugated Metal Houses

0202. Mallam . Ado Salibhi Gwarzo
(Gwarzo East) asked the Minister of Education
Northern Nigeria, is it true that this Ministry
has ordered some corrugated metal Houses for
Teachers in the Region?

(a) If yes, when will the houses be erected?

(b) If not, what steps is the Ministry taking
to provide Tcachers with suitable houses in

this region especmlly those living in the Rural
Areas?

The Minister of Education (Alhaji the
hon. Isa Kaita, C.B.E., Wazirin Katsma)
No, Sir.

(a) Does not arise.

(b) This is a matter for the proprietors of
schools. :

Senior Primary School Leavers and
‘Pupil Teaching

0204. Mallam Ado Salihi Gwarzo
(Gwarzo East) asked the Minister of Education
Northern Nigeria, what measures is the
Ministry considering to take to secure a future
for Senior Primary School Lcavers as the
practice of training them to become Pupil
Teachers has' to be stopped since there are
Grade III Teachers now available. Is the
Minister, sure that this will not scare parents
from sending their children to Junior Primary
Schools thereby creating more cases of Juvenile
- delinquencies in the Region?

. .The Minister of Education. (Alhaji the
hon. Isa Kaita, C.B.E., Wazirin Katsina):
Education Institutions, under my Ministry

8§ AUGUST 1963 : Ore¢

offer over 500 places t
Leaversin Secondary S
Colleges, Technical Sc
others are also absorb
run by other Ministrie
The recent changes in
does not mean that

School ILeavers has b
Five-year Grade II tra
entirely from Senior P1

‘ . Tax R

0206. Mallam A
(Gwarzo Last) asked t
Northern Nigeria, wh
is this Ministry makin;
receipts to the people
through the Pay As Yo
of the fact that the ord
are issued to them on th
inconvenience to Pay .
when demanded to prc
by a pohce or any other

The Minister of Fin
Aliyu, C.B.E., Makan
Pay As You. 'Earn sys
receipts are not given -
in respect of the monthly
their salaries by their er
receipt only is issued tc

“the person paying the

However, in - the early r
tax yéar the Commissi
issue each -employee p:
Pay As You Earn with a
total amount deducted i

Employees.leaving the
a year-hav® a copy of a
their. possession as evic
to date. n

{

Native Auth(%lities ha
lists of 'all employers dir
You Earn. They have ¢
where there is' doubt as
particular individual con
Pay As You Earn, his
asked for a certificate tha
made.

Factor;t fo

0209. Mallam Kaig
Marghs) asked the Mi

. Industry, what kind of I
~proposing to establish in

what town will that be?
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Mr Speaker: I do not think it makes any
difference, because the Minister is responsible

_for the affairs of Northern Region alone,

.therefore it is unnecessary to  say Non-
Northerners.

The Minister of Education (Alhaji the

hon. Isa Kaita, C.B.E.): No Sir, according to-

the Ashby Commissioh Report it is not true
that the proportion of untrained teachers is
higher in the North than in the other Regions.

Northerners, in the Posts of
_ Inspectors of Works
0299. Mallam Yahaya Tula (Tangale-
Waja) asked the Minister of Works, how

many Northerners are holding the posts of
Inspectors of Works and Engineers respectively?

The Minister of Works (Alhaji the hon.
Shehu Usman, O.B.E., Sarkin Maska):

. Inspectors.of Works, (now renamed ‘“Works

Superintendents’ )26 Engineers 8. In addition

- to- these officers there is one Northern® Pupil

Engineer, 31 Northern Assistant Works
Superintendents  and 23 Northern Assistant

Works Superintendents-in-Training.

Mallam Uriar Bashari: May I know from
the Minister whether he has got any other
Engineers in Training?

The Minister of Works (Alha_]l the hon.
Shehu Usman, O.B. E Sarkin Maska): Yee

Commerma’ "Assistant

0212. Mallam Yahaya Tula (Tangale-
Waja) asked . the Minister of Trade and
Industry:— ”

(a) How many Commercial and Assistant
Commercial Officers are there Workmg in this
Ministry?

(6) How many are
Northerners respectively?

Expatriates  and

The Parliamentary Secretary to the.

Minister of Trade and Industry (Alhaji
Haliru Zarma Hong): (a) There are at the
present time 4 Commercial Officers and 9
Assistant Commercial officers working in my
Ministry.

() They are all Northunub with the
exception of one expatriate Commercial Officer
on contract,.

Pensions and Gratuities

0244. Mallam Yahaya Tula (Tangale-
Waja) asked the
whether Government gives any aid to Voluntary
Agency Schools towards payment of Pensions
and Gratuities to their staff?

Minister of FEducation,’

8 AUGUST 1963 Oral

Minister of Educat:
Isa Kaita): All' paym
gratuiti¢cs to Voluntary .
by Government.

-Limestone Depos

0253. Mr |Obaike (
East) asked'the Mi
Industry:—

() Is the l\lmnstm av
of the lime-stone in Igur
Division? .

(@) If so how ‘soon
Government intend to :

(111) If no, \?rhy?

The Parliamentary
Minister of ;Trade-;ar
Haliru Zarma Hong)
limestone dep081ts in th
TIdoma D1V1°101’1 '

(i) Industups will be ¢

‘as soon as conditions bec

so. It is the Governme
industries to areas wh
equally important. These
electric power; commur
which could absorb tl
industry. '

(i17) Does not arlse.

Coal Deposits in.O

0254. MrObaike Ode
asked the Minister of T1
(?) Is the Minister awai

“of coal in Orukpa distric

(i) If so, how soon d
intend to industrialise the

(7) If no, why?

The Parliamentary
Minister of Trade an
Haliru Zarma Hong): (1
coal deposit m Orukps
Division.

'(z2) It 1s the policy of t
Government to attract ir
of the region including O
shortest possible time, T
does not satinfy all conditi
ment of industrics. Howe
already making enquiries
of opening of a coal field .
decision. to do so rests
Coal Corporation which
responsible for coal minin;

(i) Does not arise.
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agreed to do this, if this
rst guarantee. In order to
any’s and this Govern-
‘orthern Nigeria Develop-
» 1n turn been required to
1pt repayment to this
am which raay have to be
ntee. Any such sum will-
) the'Company. Thus the
nto effect if the Company
nent-at the time it is due,
vany will have to pay it off.

that adequate steps have
ife-guard . Government’s
»u will agree that it was in
e guarantre in order to get
started. Action had to be
out our being able to wait
- House, but. I hope that
:ndorse the action taken. -

beg to move.

.and and Survey (Alhaji
Mlusa Gashash, O.B.E.):

1k you.

akubu (Special- Member):
VIotion moved by the hon.
: saying that this is yet
n of the entire effort of the
Government in the effort
capltaIS\ ito industrialise

lpplause)

think that oy this.occasion
I say that the industries
rion should get our fullest
only for this hon. House
es but also the population
as a whole, because it is
ssible support that we can
ispect of the country and
to the active progress of
| like, therefore, to appeal
this House to ensure that
as soon as the Cement
uction, co-operation and
this mdustry It reminds
cralts ol the Region do
1 my travels I have scen a
s where our leather bags
;s from Bida being sold at
rices. I think that it -will
s stage to appeal to the hon.

-

“house.
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Premierto use his exalted offices in promoting

these industries and to ensure that experts are

brought from abroad to take a look at .these
industries with a view to ensuring that we can
guarantee quality, steadiness of supplies to
various. parts of the world that have shown
intcrest in thesce local crafts. Talking about
leather reminds me that our leather is known in
the world market as the Morrocan leather.

I am aware that at least one foreign ﬁrm has
indicated its intention to set up a car assembly
factory in Nigeria ¢nd I know that if the
quality of our leathgr locally tanned is
improved, no doubt they will be taking their
leather requirements from, us.

I would like VIr Speaker, Sir, to congratulate
once again the hon. Premier and his Govern-
ment for the efforts that are constantly being
made to ensure that foreign capital is attracted
to the Northern Nigeria all the time, and this
view will likely get full support frem the Whole
House. (Applause).

Alhaji Salihu“ Na Kande (Jos Central)
(Hausa): Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to speak on
this Motion introduced by the Minister of
Finance. I hope thisindustry will not be as that
of Kaduna Textiles. For example, Mr Speaker,
Sir, at Kaduna Textile department,we have so
many pieces of white shirtings:costing us £1-5s
and the cotton is grown in our country and we
make the cloth ‘here in Nigeria and apparently
the cloth brought from abroad are in bundles
and (Interruptions) therefore, Mr Speaker, if this
Cement factory 1s going to L’e established here
at a cost of 50s per ‘bag, I hope the foreigr
business men would help the indigenous
buyers. ... [THE MINISTER OF JusTicE: M
Speaker, the hon Member is out of order
‘What we are requested to do is to guarantee the
factory and not to give the money]. Mr Speaker
Sir, my fear is that this Company may only be o
benefit to the Europeans who come to builc
here in Northern Nigeria. Everybody in
Northern Nigeria having mud house, would
like to see a Cement Factory established,
and it is to everybody’s pleasure in this
Region that he should have a cemented
Mr Speaker, Sir, if this factory is
cstablished I hope, the price per bag would
not be the sume as the cement bags which
are imported to Nigeria by Ioreigners. I am
afraid, Mr Speaker, it -would be needless to
establish this factory if the cost of a bag of
cement would be the same as the one imported
from abroad.

5¢
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!
With thesc remarks, 1 beg to support the
Motion. :

The Commissioner for . Sardauna

~ Province (Mr Edmond B. Mamiso): Mr

Speaker, Sir, in supporting this very important
Motion moved by the Minister of Finance, I
have few observations to make. This Motion,
Mr Speaker, indicates the role played by this
Government in trying to attract the foreign
investments into this country. This, therefore,
I think, is rather unreasonable for other foreign
countries to . . . [MR SPEAKER: Order! Order! I
want the hon, ‘Members to be silent, so that the
hon. Member could be- heard properly Would
you continue? I am sorry, Commissioner., In
the interest of the procedure of this House,
wher an hon. Member is having the floor of
the House he should not be heckled. He
should be heard and I think hon. Members
would listen.] . .Mr Speaker, Sir, it is rather un-

‘reasonable for any. industrialists or foreign

countries to accuse this government or any other
governments in Nigeria as a whole in making
conditions rather difficult for investments. It is
unfortunate this sort of accusations come from
those. whom we always regard as .our best
friends. This factor is now clear indication that
any sort of accusation against this government

- of scaring foreigp investors from this govern-

ment is really untrue. With these few remarks,

I beg to support the motion.

9

Mr Isaac Shaahu (G..S. Tiev): Mr Speaker
Sir, I rise to support this motion. I am very
happy that this Motion comes very timely and
there ‘is not morg crying for unemployment.
The pledging of £2,000,000 is quite a reasonable
amount to reduceunemployment of our people.
By the establishment of the factory, a bag of
cement would cost us about a £1 or less, and in
areas that are not closed to the cement industry

" like Odebo in Tiv Division a bag would cost

roughly more than 15s per bag because of the
freight. So it will help this Region greatly, if we

have cement factory. At the same -time, Mr

Speaker, I would like the Minister to make some
provisions to establish a similar cement factory

in Gboko where we have limestone in large

quantity and the* prospects are good. If this
factory is again established it would feed the
whole Region. Mr Speaker, I would like the
Government to make ‘consideration that would
help the people of Wukari and Adamawa so
that they could get their «cment more cheaply.

With these few remarks I ’\cg to take my seat.

8 AUGUST 1963

like to warn hon.

Motio.

The Minister of Ecc
(Alhaji the hon. Muh:
O.B,E., Wamban Daura)
if I may be allowed to correc
by the hon. Member from Ji
on industrialists coming -
would like to say this is nc
them to come and participa
thereby know the technical
Memt
irresponsible remarks in
Thank you very much Mr |

Question proposed.
Question put and agreed to.

Resolved:

“That this House approves (]
ment's Credit by guaranteein
£2,912,480 being principal an
Juture from the Cement Compan
Limited to Messrs Forrestaal A

«Republic of Germany, under an.

Company and Messrs Ferrostaa
of a Cement Factory in Sokoto .
In persuance of the Sta
Speaker suspendcd the sit

without the question put.
Sitting suspended for ten

a.m.

(House resumed at

Mr Speake% Order Ord
The Clerk will now proceec
of the day. {\

ORDEKS OF Tl

PUBLIC BILLS—SECO

Legislation (Administra
(Amendment) L:

Order for Second Reading-

The Premier (Alhaji
Ahmadu Bello, K.B.E,, Sar
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to m
Law to amend the Legislati
Procedure) Law, 1963 be r

The purpose of the Bill is
the Governor’s assent to B
Legislative Houscs of this R
assent at present Iis “Ass
Majesty’s name. . . ... ...
assent would, of course, sir
e The alteration in
does not represent oyr mea:
nism. Hourable Members w
chance to examinc and air
substance of the. Republica,
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sist that the alteration in
s . step in the general
. this country has been
rement of Independence,
nstitutional development
:'vement of a Republican
ve dat last arrive. The
s since enacted a symilar
gislation Administrative
ation. I a;" sure that hon.
ed to bespersuaded to
s the opportune time for
- of the Hon. House tells

seg to move.

wmimal and Forest Re-
hon. Mu’azu Lamido,
oto): Mr Speaker, Sir, I

eed to.

mittee when?

I
v, Sir.
“into a Committee of the

r Committee)
0. 0

2 vesumed)

ut amendment; read the

y Powers and Duties
visions) (Amendment)
v, 1963

cading—read. ,

Alhaji the hon. Sir
E.; Sardauna of Sokoto):
ise to move that the Bill
s’ Statutory Powers and
Law be read a second

ers will no doubt perceive
s self-explanatory and I
tbers will recollect that a
to this law passed in this
ble Ministers to delegate
* Ministers with my con-
nt has a similar purpose.
efore you, merely seeks to
delegate their powers to
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" Sir, I beg to second.

Second Reading . 568

Parliamentary. Secretaries with my “consent,
In other words, the object is to widen the
scope of the prcvious amendment -enabling
Parliamentaly Scretaries to perform the func-
tions of Ministers without necessarily appoin-
ting them as Ministers. This, in my view, will
facilitate and quicken the transaction of pubhc
busincss.

With this brief expl'matlon Sir, I beg to

move. -

The.Minister of Works (Alhaji the hon.
Shehu Usman, O.B.E., Sarkin Maska):

€

Question proposed.

‘Mr O. Afolayan (florm South-East):
Speaker, Sir,

Sardauna of Sokoto. According to the Bill, it
has made provision and condition under, which
the Parliamentary Secretdries should be asked
to act for the Ministers. Membtrs are aware
that anybody who is appointed a Parliamentary
Secretary must be a man of good sense and
high responsibility and before this appointment
is made this consideration is put under con-
sideration of the hon., Premier. So I see no
reason why Members should quarrel about
this.

Mr Speaker, Sir, even if we have to come to
local levels, we must see that when a chairman
or anybody holding a responsible post is going
away somebody must be made to act for him.
‘It is a very wise decision to have made our
Parliamentary Secretaries tg act for the Minis-
ters only with the consent of the hon. Premier.
With these remarks, Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to
support.

Question put and agreed to.

Mr Speaker Comumnittee when?
Now, Sir. '
House resolved ztse'f into C’ommzttee of the
whole House. ‘s
(House in Committec)
Clauses 1-2—agreed to
Bill to be repoyted.

(H ouse Resumed p

The Premier:

Bill reported without amendment, read the

third time and passed.

The Intepretation (Amendmenf) Law, 1963

Order for Second Reading—read.

I rise to support the Motlon,
" moved by the hon. Premier, Sir Ahmadu Bello,

cang
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Construction of Hadejia-Nguru Road

O188. Mallam Muhammadu Hurdi
(Hadejia South) asked the Minister of Works,
when will the Government carry out its plan
to construct Hadejia-Nguru Road?

The Minister of Works (Alhaji the hon.
Shehu Usman, Sarkin Maska): The Hadejia-
Kirikisama—N guru road is included in the 1962-
68 Development Plan.

~ Pipe-Borne Water Supply for Hadejia

1 0189. Mallam Muhammadu Hurdi
(Hadejia South) asked the Minister of Works,
when will the Government provide Hadejia
and Mala-Maduri with ~p1pe -borne Water

Supply?
‘The Minister of Works (Alhaji the hon.
Shehu Usman, Sarkin Maska): No provision

has been made for supplies to these towns in the
'1962-68 Development Plan.

Hospital for Kanam

0191. Mallam Muhammadu, Ciroman
Kanam -(Kanam)- asked the Minister of
Health if the Minister will consider the
possibility of - building even a ' 24-Bed
Hospital in Kanam in view of the distance of
46 miles from Kanam to the nearest General
Hospital at Pankshin?

The Minister of Health: (Alha_]l the hon
Ahman, Galadiman Pategi) No, Sir, as there
are many places which-are much farther from
Hospital than Kanam.

i
Northern Staff for Ahmadu Bello
University

0193. Alhaji Ahmadu D. Rufa’i (Misax)
asked the hon. Premier:—

(@) In'order to avoid a repeat of the mistake -

formerly made, will the hon. Premier assure
this House that a few Northerners wili be
included amongst the staff of this Department—
that is the Research Department of the Ahmadu
Bello University.

(6) If.not, will the hon. Premier inform this
House why must such an important Department
of the University be controlled exclusively by
foreign specialists?

The Premier (Alhajithe hon. Sir Ahmadu
Bello, K.B.E., Sardauna of Sokoto): (2) The

_ Institute for Agricultural Rescarch at Samaru

is now part of the Ahmadu Bello University

“which is an independent body. The affairs of
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the Institute should not
until I come to the House
the University.

(b) Does not arise.
Air Conditioners for

0194. Alhaji Ahmadu
asked the hon. Premier, w
Premier’s reaction if withi

‘the quarters of each of tl

Research Department of
University. arce furnished
air-conditioners and exper
none of the Ministjes is er
examine the estit )ated e
Department? ,

The Premier: (Alha
Ahmadu Bello, K.B.E., Sz
I think the hon. Member
prehension. The only air-c
of the Research Departme
University, and for that m
are occupied by United Sta
The cost of installing air-
maintaining them and of
by A.LD. out of its ow:
funds and not out of the pr

- the personnel are .engage

under an obligation to
conditioners and restore tl

~ former state, at their expe

ters cease to be occupied b
Americans are used to air-
own country and expect it

Gwarzo to Kap‘o Re

0205. Mallam Ado S:
asked the Minister of Wo
that Government has take
to Kano road is true, Ma
Minister when the constr
started?

The Minister of Werk
Shehu Usman, Sarkin N
ment has not offered to t
Gwarzo road.

" (8) Does not arise.

Dispensaries for Sc

0211. Mallami Mubha
Maude A. S. Gyani (.
asked the Minister of Heal
inform the House whethe:
will be built in Zaria Sou
the following places:—

(a) Cukum -
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The Minister of Education (Alhaji the
hon. Isa Kaita, Wazirin Katsina): Gratuities
may not be awarded to a teacher unless he has
completed a minimum of five ye ags. conutinous
service.: s

Kaltungo Hdspital '

» 0246. Mallam Yahaya Tula (Zangale-
Waja) asked the Minister of Health, if the
Minister will confirm that Kaltungo Hosp1ta1
is to be taken over by the Government? If so,
how soon will this be?

~ The Minister of Health'(Alhaji the hon.
Ahman, Galadiman Pategi): No, Sir.

Government has no intention of taking over

‘Kc.ltungo Hospital.

Anothker Doctor for Offa General
Hospital

0248. Mr O. Afolayan (Ilorin South) asked
the Minister of Health, in view of the increase
work in the Offa General Hospital, when will a
second doctor be posted to Offa?

The Minister of Health (Alhaji the hon.
Ahman, Galadiman Pategi): When our
- staff-recruiting position improves.

. Midwife for Offa Generél.Hospital

0249. Mr O. Afolayan (llorin South) asked
the Minister of Health, in pursuance of the
Northernisation Policy, May I know when- a
Northern Midwife Grade 1 will be posted to
‘Offa General Hospital to take charge of the
‘Chmcs?

- The ‘Minister of Health (Alhaji the hon.
Ahman, Galadiman Pategi): When we have

sufficient Midwives Grade I to post to all our

Midwifery Training Hospitals “after that we

shall consider ordinary Chmcs including those
in Offa.

- Training of Married Women as Nurses

0250. Mr O. Afolayan (Ilorin South) asked
wre Minister of Health, may I know why
" married women are not allowed to train as
Nurses or Midwives Grade I in the same way
as their male counterparts are allowed?

The Minister of Health (Alhaji the bon.
Ahman, Galadiman Pategi): 1. Married
women are allowed to train as Grade 1
Midwives. . :

. 8 AUGUST 1963
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2. Married male student nur
accepted for training in the fi
After both male and female nurse:
the Preliminary Examination they

It is considered by the exper
through experience that students
down with pregnancy and the resp
a family.are better able to study !
likely to pass their examinations
a three and half-year training has

- female student nurses six years

because of pregnancies; thus w:
money and valuable time and
accumulation in the teaching hos

Northerners Social Welfare

0256. M. Buba Chakene (G
Minister of Social Welfare and |
how many Northerners have been
the post of Social Welfare Of
Ministry?

The Minister of Soc1al \)
Co-operatives (Alhaji the ho
Fatika, Sarkin Fada Zazzau) ']
grades of Social Welfare Officers:

(a) Senior Social Welfare Offi

there are three Northerner

() Social Welfare Ofhcers of
are two Northerners.

A further fifteen' Northerner

training in the United Kingdom

When their training is com

will be eligible for appomtme
Welfare Officers. e

Appomtmenf of N orthen
- Crown ( )unsel

0257. M. Buba Chakene’ (C

the hon. Attorney-General,
Northerners have been appoi

Counsel?

The Attorney-General (The
Lewis, Q.C.): There arc at p1
Legal Department One Noitk
Crown Counsel and two North
Pupil Crown Counsel. Three ot
Nigerians have “previously bee
Crown Counsel but they have

hon. Minister of Justice,
Solicitor-General and 'a Chie
respectively. ' :
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

NORTHERN NIGERIA

F)"z'day, 9th August, 1963
The House met at 9.00 a.rm.

' PRAYERS
(MR SPEAKER i1 the Chair)

Mr Speaker: Order! Order! I understand
that' Mr S. A. Atum would like to ‘make a
statement, and I have no objection to that.

© Mr S. A. Atum (Kwande): Mr Speaker, Sir,
I cross from the Opposition Bench to the
Government Bench. (Prolonged Applause). 1
think all the rest of .the Opposition Membérs
will follow and do the same thing.

Mr Orjime'(Ilzarev-[l/la;zgov): Mr Speaker,
Sir, I want to comment on it. [GOVERNMENT
BencH: Point of Order, Point of Order.]

Mr Speaker: There is no point of order at

this stage really.

NOTICES OF MOTIONS

The Minister of Education (Alhaji the
hon. Isa Kaita, C.B.E., Wazirin Katsina):
Mr Speaker,, Sir, T rise to move the Motion
standmg in my name that this House at its
rising this day, do adjourn sine die.

The Minister of Anirmal and Forest
Resources (Alhaji the hon.

Sir, I beg to second.
Question proposed.
Question put and agreed.

Resolved: “That z‘he Hoyse at its rising this
day do adjourn sine die.”’ ’,

MOTION
Constitutional Changes to Effect a
Republican System of Government

© The Premier (Alhaji the hon. Sir Ahmadu
Bello, K.B.E.,, Sardauna of Sokoto): Mr
Speaker, Sir, I rise to move the Motion
standing in my name:

“That this House qpproves the proposed Consti-
tutional changes to effect a Republican System of
Government for Nigeria from 1st October, 1963
as contamt.d in the White Paper laid on the Table of
this House.” )

Members have '111eady had time to study
the White Paper prepared by the Iederal
Government in co-operation with the Regional
Governments and all Political Parties outlining

- of oppression;

Mv’azu -
Lamido, Magatakarda Sokoto): 1\/Ir Speaker,
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the proposals to change ou
the Ifederation becomes
1st October this year. The
amendments to be made v
House at its next meet
been agreed for so long on
changing our Constitutio
Monarchy to a Republic t,
spend much time. in intrc
There are, however, onc ¢
would like to make becau:

been a certain amount of :

First of all, I want Me
we arc not here today to d
introducing a Preventive ]
the Governments of the F
concerned with sc¢ f‘qity h
for some time ‘e dif
Fundamental Human Rig
Constitution put in the -
subversive elemen}s inan
that some form of amen
tainly not in theghorufy
presented by irrcsponsibL
desirable.

When the heads of Go¥y
the matter I am convinced
thought such power was
the Constitution of Nigeria
none of us sought ‘this po’
“thosé from
will give us protecticn w
whatsoever, for Const
and if they have their w
fundamental humahn right
our genuine conviction of
thing to be done to pr
subversive elements, 1 thi
merit in trying to blame ¢
for raising this isspe. All ¢
refer the matter to the all-

responsible people who car
decisipns if. we consider

~ the'interest of the public. ]

a certain section of the

to apportion blame for tl
generated feelings which «
which responsible leader
trying to establish in the
however, been decided not
at present and there is no
White Paper. The introduc
has got nothing .to do s
proposals to change the Co
become a chubl;c Unfc
and Radio" have given un
and distorted, this partic

|
|
|
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Sir- Ahmadu Bello on what they did and on
what they said during Political Conference in
Lagoson 25th and 26th July, 1963. Mr Speaker,
Sir, I have no doubt on Sir Ahmadu Bello’s
ablhty He is an impartial and unselfish person.
He always discharges his duties with fear of

. God. We give him assurance of our full

support at any minute, because at any time he
is a dependable Gentleman.

' Finally, Mr Speaker, I appeal to Sir Ahmadu

" Bello to advise the hon. Prime Minister, Alhaji

Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa, that durmg the
celebration of our Republic, South Africa and
Portugal should not' be invited to witness the

occasion. I am quite sure, that Sir Ahmadu-

Bello will note my'appeal because he is a father
of Unity of our Federation—Unity of African
Continent—and he will not fail to get our

(Hear! Hear!).

’
Mr Speaker, Sir, with t";cse few remarks, I
support the motion.

Alhaji  Muhammadu  Danmallam,
Wamban Katsina: Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to
support the Motion before the House. It is the

“most important Motion in our constitutional

history ever moved in any of the Legislatures

- of the Federation of Nigeria. It is the duty of

everyone of us to show deep appreciation to
congratulate the Prime Minister and the hon.
Premier ‘and the leaders of all Political Parties
for their co-operation for impartial decision to
adopt this policy for the achievement -of a
Republican Nigeria which will of course,
further our development and our Unity for the
country. But Mr Speaker, I should like to make
some observations-and comments on paragraph
12 of page 3 of the White Paper. With your
permigsion, I should like to read what the
paragraph reads:—

“The election will be by secret ballot. The
nomination papers of candidates for-election must
be signed by at least three Members of Parliament
and by the candidate himself, unless the latter has
otherwise signified+his consent to stand for election
in writing. Every nomination paper must be sub-

mitted to the President of the Senate on the day of
the election and at a meeting presided over by him.”

Well, Mr Speaker, Sir, I should like to know

‘whether the nominated candidate may appear
. by 1indicating his own Party and would he be

able to put a symbol of his own Party during

‘the election. Again Mr Speaker, Sir, on

paragraph 13 of the same page wherc it says:—

“T'he election will be carried out by an electgral
college consisting of dil the Members of both the
House of Senate and the House of Representatives.
Each Member -of Parliament will have one vote.”

In this case also, may I

Regional Legislatures are ex
electoral college. Mr Speaker
Minister himself, inade a stat
ment which is contained in ¢
Organisation and Growth ¢
System of Government which
by the Speaker last time. ..
The intention was just to tell
Republican Systems of Goverr
countries]. .."Thank you, M
further more, our proposed Re¢
of Government is more or less
of India and all other Regiona’
not excluded. With your per:
like to make refcrence. .
I am not going tc partlc1p'1t«
Nor am I trying to lend a h
Premiey. In India the election
throughout the country. The g
will be carried out asin the elec
at the beginning of constitutior
..... Nevertheless, Mr Speal
like to read this portion:—

““T'he President is elected by the

variou's Legislatures and holds an
of five years and ancther election it

That is what I want to poin
Members of this House. -

Mr Speaker, Sir, I ther
strongly that Regional Legisla
be excluded from participatin
for the President of this Coun
called upon to give consent t
I do not see any reason wh
excluded from the electoral
Senate which is not the true r
the Nation to be included (La

With these few remarks, I sug

Mallam Bashari Umaru
Mr Speaker, Sir, this is the
awaited time for cvery Nigeri
is the time that all Nigerians w
happier than ever before with ¢
as the President and Head of ¢
British Queen who at best can
visit to this country. It needs n
to say in plain. words how
shown their affection for H
Queen of England so very

'And much as the Queen may

anachronism which has so
aspects. . © '
Now that the Republican f
ment is coming t« fht'ly, we m
very critical about' e type of
should have. Before all the
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ARI UMARU]

1 Lagos sometime ago, I had
>ublican Constitution in my

vattern with a President who
onal Head of State with

States pattern with a Presi-
exccutive powers but whois
gress who can override him.

pattern with a President
dictatorial powers though he
ponsible to him and not to

s '

-ype we atl going to have is
with the Indian type, where
and responsibilities is going
flice of the Prime Minister.
nay say so, has always been
Vigerian, because it does not
changes in the Constitution
< about' controversial issues.
. significant changes like the
ial Service Commission and
Council have been accepted

1y is too pleased with our
ness to agrce on such vital

ton Act, I think Sir Ahmadu
: by saying that it should be
er the country has a necd
... . [MR SPEAKER: It is not
| ... Thank you Mr Speaker.
some observations to make
White Paper. In electing the
Tembers of both Houses of

t think a two-thirds majority

isary. In my opinion any

: highest number of votes -

1¢ President.

ir of discontinuing with the
‘olice Force in Provinces in
se they do a great deal in
der in the Region.

, I wholcheartedly support
hing a Court of Appeal by
welcome the plan to enlarge
t of the Federal Republic
de judges from all parts of
Iso glad that the chieftaincy
to be excluded from the
Jourts of L.aw.

s going.to be a nation wide
night be a need for delimi-
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tation of constituéncies, I therefore suggest
that the life of Federal Parliament be extended.
MTr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support..

Alhaji Salihu Nakande (Yos —Ce;ztrdl)

(Hausa): Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the -
Motion for the propoml for the Republican .

form of Government for Nigeria. I think
this has been done at the appropriate time,
and before I continue with my speech, I should
like to pay tribute to all those Members who
attended the London Constitutional Confer
ence, espccially Mallam Aminu Kano, for th
great role he played. Mr Speaker, Sir, it is jus
the appropriate time because in: the pas
whenever any resolution is,going to be passe:
in this connection, it takes up to forty or mor
days, but in this particular case it took onl
two days, instead of going to the Privy Counci
of the Queen, and this is the first one as far a

~we are concerned that such an importan

issue has becn dealt with very quickly.

* In the prescnt Constitution a Leader of th
Party is to nominate the Judges. In my opinion
if this is continued, a Judge may appear t
favour the person who nominates him,

Mr Spcaker, Sir, although the hon. Premie
has said that nothing will affect the Chiefs, w
are not satisfied with this. What we want is tha
the position of the Chiefs should be explainec
to us when Nigeria becomes a Republic, .
think in conneetion with our traditional Chief:
who have been forgotten, 1 hope that they wil
be protected. It is better for their status to b
explained to them before Nigeria becomes :
Republic. [MR. SPEAKER:: Order plaease. It i
really that the standard of debate is getting «
little bit below standard. I hope the Alhaji wil
stick to the point of debate].

Mr Speaker, Sir, what I want to say is this
We of the Northern Elements Progressive
Union are worried about the position of the
Chiefs in the country after the Republic. Since
we gained our independence we have beer
asking to know the status of our Chiefs
We thank God we. are now being given the
proposal of Nigeria becoming a Republic.
Whether people like it or not, we must speak
on the proposals contained in the Republic.
We do not carc whi the Premier has said in
connection with the status of the Chiefs.

The Provincial Commissioner for Jos
(Alhaji ‘Ndagi Faruk): Point of order, Sir.
Alhaji Salihu N akande: What we want is
that the Chiefs should be duiy respected and

given a great salary (znfe;ruptzons) . [MR
SpEAKER: Order please. I was trying to be &
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little bit lenient to the hon. Member but he is
trying to misuse the opportunity I have given
him, by trying to introduce unnecessary politics
and also things which are not in the White
. Paper. In thé White Paper, it is only said that
_chieftaincy matters wiil be excluded from the
jurisdiction of the law courts. That is alright.
In fact, it is not common here in Northern
N1ger1a but in other places such matters had
~been dragged to courts. Will you please stop
“going into details about chieftaincy? You must
not use this as a platform for politics. Will you
just discuss Republican pattern].’

The Minister of Justice (Alhaji the hon.
Muhammadu Nasir): I think you better
- withdraw and sit down,

Alhaji Salihu Nakande: The Speaker has
not asked me to withdraw my speech. You are
‘not the right person to ask me to withdraw
such a statement.

Mr Speai{er: If the hon. Member does not

take notice I will not call him next time. I have -

given him the chance to speak so that he can
continue with his speech. In every Legislature,

the Opposition wkn are in the minority should

be allowed to air grievances. I am following this
practice to allow you'to air your gricvances so
that the Government ¢an hear your views but
if you continue, I feel I will have to stop you.
Will the hon. Members hpar in mind that this
is a place for serious dcbate I want hon.
Members to speak on point’s which concerned
the subject under discussion:

Mr Isaac Shaahu' Mr Speaker, Sir, Ir1se to

support. the Motion before this hon. House, -

“but before I go any further I would like to
appeal to the Hansard Reporters that, I would

" only like my own speech reported whether what
I say is right or wrong or even if my language is
rough, all I want is what I say that should
be reported, even if I speak jargon.

Turning to the Motion before the House, as
I said before, this side of the House welcomes
the idea of the Federation becoming a Republic
wholeheartedly, why because our sovereignty
is not completc as we have to refer some of our
matters to another Nation for decision: "Then
whore s our independence. Wo are still tiod
to the apron of our colonial masters one way
or the other. Now that we shall become a
Republic we shall cease to have to be tied to a
master or masters and shall be able to decide for
ourselves what best should be done to our
people. Turning'to the White Paper on the
Republican type of Government I have my
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own feelings and I feel it is the feeline of the '
common man. Becoming a
should not in anyway sugge
we have an opportunity to «
opponents whatever we feel
should we legislatc laws to
selected few who happen to
ment now, and 1 am going to
the following head*ngs

Presidency : EZ‘ Hzon 0
has come when our léa
their popularity, The elect
dent should not have bees
College of only Members
Houses but should have been
elections to give only one s
in our opinion is best suite
thereby. giving the electorat
choose their leader. And af
have been given executive
MENT BENcH: Where! Whe
we shall be having a Presid
we should give him all powe
time, he should not be used
calling him to sign anythin
ruptions and shouts of “‘Si
You do not know what to sa

The present set up wk
function of the Governo:
Ceremonial head Presjdent -
our wish, so we are opposed
vote could have gone to your
[Aruapr IBraHIM. IMaM (Je
is not the parliamentary
member should reply to the
directly. I think the attitude
Justice is deplorable].

Public Service—So far tl
except that the removal o
Public Prosecution should &
the Judges of High Court
Federal Supreme Court. Nor
is just like any civil servant, 1
orders whether good or b:
position whereby Political «
brought to court on slight o
there are courts of appeal, b
time, as it will be a politici;
court procecdings unclput his

Referving to ¢/ 4% \We g
assured that ther: will be Reg
the Federation. Though thei. .. . oo ... .
which says:— '

“In view of the deiailed provisions of Section
regarding the circumstances in which constin
may be altered and, inferentially, the - nil
members of the House of Representatives  er
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[Mr Isaac SHAAHU]

ot appear to be any need Lo argue now about the figure of
hree hundred and twelve for the total membership of
hat House, If and when new Regions arc created, or
dded to the territory of Nigeria, or whenever it is
esired to widen the basis of representation in lhe
\l lower House the machinery of sections 4, 5 and 46 of
tthe - existing constitution can be invoked to deal with

anv such situation
wer thing Lere, which 1 think
to us all, I must say that it is
use considers the possibility
Regions. (Interruptions and
vhere!”). . . Itis necessary for
: away the beam from its eycs
small stick in others. If this
wport the  creation of new
sarts of the Federation, why
k of creating some from the
‘he Region. I think it is time
lers. this' very vital point.
the hon. Premier to expedite
: Middle Belt State which is
the created Mid-West "with
bout onc and half million
proposed Middle Belt is
ith ail the potentialities. It is
ncially, cconomically and

f Justice (Rose).

Do you want to make an

f Justice (Alhaji the hon.
sir): Yes, Sir.

Fhen you-should have said
ion”” when you got up.

f Justice: Mr Speaker, the
1 is considered to be above
ion. Member is making a
ause they have lost probably
person from the group, I
t the correct time to do this.

vhu: - Mr - Speaker, I think
1 exactly ‘what I want to
aper. It is now left-with the
: what he said as the Judicial
ymmissidd ; should not be
1er more’he might see that
ated in the North and the
ole and it vall be more to
1e Northern Peoples Con-
I beg to sit down.

WD opedser, Sir,

Olarewaju Afolayan (llorin South):
saker, on the proposal for the Constitu-
the Federal Republic of Nigeria, I have
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to congratulate the Premier of the North for all
he has donc at the Conference held in Lagos
cspecially for helping to-waive aside what has
been described as this Detention Act, As has
been said, we law abiding citizens of the North
do not need it. It is very heartening to see that
the condition of Republic of Nigeria will
invalve not vory nuny changen feom the present
Constitution for the fact that the President’s
responsibilitics will be somewhat similar to
that of the Governor-General.

Mr V. L Orjime (lharev Nangov): Point of
Order. The Minister of Justice is eating
something (Laughter). :

Mr Olarewaju Afolayan: Since there will
be some amount of changes from the existing
Constitutional frame work, it is our pleasure

to see that the proposals introduced alleviate °

people from appealing to the Privy Council.

It is an insult and unnecessary insult given -

to this country by the Privy Council when

appeals are made to them so that one happens
to ‘'see that the Court of Nigeria will be the
final Supreme Court for appeals. I am con-
vinced that when IYfigeria becomes a Republic
under the frame wolk as set out in the White
Paper, it will definitely foster enormous deve-
lopment and we are sute of the unity of the
country. One is happy to see that the power
placed will not be placed under one person
only. Such power may not.be exercised by a

single person because power absolutely corrupts

power. That is very good provision. Mr Speaker,
Sir, before I sit down I want to make certain

remarks as said by the Hon. Members of this

House. One Member of the House who is a
Northern Elements Progressive Union by Party
has said that the Commissioners are being placed
under this speech.

Mr V. L Orjime: Point of Order.

Mr Olarewaju Afolayan: I just want to
point-out to him that it is done in the Eastern
Region too. :

Mr V. 1. Orjime: Pomt of Order.

Mr Speaker: The matter has been closed.

Mr Olarewaju Afolayan: I have not got

much, to say than to support. Thank you very.

much, Mr Speaker. Today is a memorable day

in the history of this House in witnessing a -

debate on the Motion of Federal Government’s

 White Paper, Sessional Paper of 1963 compri-

sing of the proposals for the Constitution of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria adopted by all
the Party Conference in Lagos on the 25th and
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26th July this year. Dur hearts were filled with -

Joy when we heard the announcement after the
all Party Conference have agreed to Nigeria
becoming a Republic .with effect from 1st
October, 1963. It is therefore most fitting at
this juncture to pay my waymest tribute to the
hon. Premier, the Sardauna of Sokoto and other
leaders of our country for their outstanding
ability and effort in leading the state to safe

- landing at its destination. This destination;

Mr Speaker, is the land mafk, that is a Re-

~publican - status for Nigeria on the third

anniversary of Independence. In our relation
with Britain and in the context of African
politics it is wise for Nigeria to become a
Republic. | .

Alhaji Ibrahim Imam: Mr Speaker, Sir,
today is 2 memorable day in the history of this
House in witnessing a debate on the Motion
on Federal Government White Paper—Sessional
paper -No. 3 of 1963, comprising of the
proposals for the Constitution: of the Federal
Republic' of Nigeria, adopted by all Party
Constitutional Conference held in Lagbds on

July 25 and 206, this year. Our hearts were

filled with joy when we heard the announce-

‘ment after the all-party conference that the

conference has agreed to Nigeria becoming a
Republic with effect from October 1st, this
yéar. It is therefore most fitting at this juncture

to pay my warmest tributes to the hon. Premier, -

the Sardauna of Sokoto and the other leaders
of the country for their outstanding statesman-
ship, ability and untiring efforts in steering the
state ship' to safe landing at its destination.
This ‘destination is the land mark which ushers
in a republican status to Nigeria on the. third
anniversary of our existence as a monarchy
within the Commonwealth.

In the light of past experience in our relations
with Britain and in’the context of African
politics it is wise for Nigeria to become a
republic because it is by then that our indepen-
dence shall have been complete.” It is most
disheartening politically for a country after
having become a Sovereign State to continue
to owe allegiance, to a Foreign Monarch

-residing about 400 miles [Hon. MEMBERS:

Shouts of ‘4,000 miles’’]. Well, Iam sorry 4,000

" miles away. Australia, Canadaand New Zealand

have agreed to remain Monarchies because of
the simple reason of “birds of the same feathers
flock together”. If the British Monarch were
a Hausa, Ibo or Yoruba, the trend of events
would have taken a different course altogether—
defeating the case of Nigeria becoming a
Republic. Although Nigeria ceases to owe any
allegiance to the Brit’sh Crown when it becomes

4
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Republic, it will continue t
Commonwealth and - accept th
symbol of the frec association ¢
member nations and, as such
Commonwealth.” °

The White Paper in its g
Speaker, connotes, the  con
Republic without defining the s
in classical political theory, w
Government wherein Sovereis
in the hands of the majorit
irrespective, of financial sta
much so that injustice done t
interests of the many. In its
understood by the ordinary
street, Republic denotes a so
nity of which the Members r
as equals. With this sense of
and liberty—the democratic .
of Nigeria would be in a bette
a more realistic approach to 1
the Addis Ababa Charter
sation of African Unity th
hitherto. '

Drawing attention of the
to the closing sentences of pa
sessional paper, every sensi
agree with the fact containe
Paper—that the Republic mc
contemporary needs and aspir:
is that which would involve n
of change from the existir
framework, In this wise the
flourish in so far as it reflects s
development, and diminished
political -machinery. After all
more often grown than mad
amendments to tie integrity of
the  constitution; but havin:
Prime Minister in the person
Tafawa Balewa at tly thead of 1
we shall have very fittle to {
will take cgre of the situation.

Mr Speaker, Sir, commenti
Paper, I should like to mak
observations :-—

1. That clause 12 is too rig
nation papers are submitted
of the Senate on the day of tt
does not leave any room fc
candidates before they stand
least seven 'days should
objections.

2. That the scope. of the

shall be widened to consist ¢
members of the Houses of P:

. 'the various regional legislature
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rovisions under clause 14 are
e. The President can be
nple majority of the elected
ising the clectoral college.

atendence and control of the
-esident 3{ 31l be vested in the
Commisdhn.

clause 21(m) needs further
e -context is 12ther vague and
many interpretations can be
iting the circumstances of the.
‘ms misconduct and inability
1ere and must be spelt out to
wmings for ‘which they are
v, this clause must be enlarged
n which signifies the removal
from office by impeachment
1e Constitution. - .

rovisions of clause 8 need
. Does this mean that the
pointment of Chiefs can no
ed in a constitution of law
: . Federation? Anyhow  the
ition is clear and I do not
rvations (Laughter). Then I
h point.

57 does not take recognition

» Attorney-General should be
the principle of collective
he gives instructions to the
blic Prosecution regarding
e Federal Attorney-General
1 from such responsibility as
of the Constitution.

able to enforce the Funda-
lights which are entrénched
on, it is necessary that the
its; such as Habeas Corpus,
Warranto - and Certiorari be
e courts should be empowered
its wh1ch they have no right
der the present arrangement
Region.

of my comments untll when
ills giving legal effect to these

inges come up for debating -

e as indicated by the hon.

y seat 1 sh’ould like to express
in view of the .burden and
s of the national census on
il Electoral Regulations will
nd, the constitutional and
oblems that may arise out
v ur uie ancnuiuents to the constitution now

envisaged, coupled with the accompanying g

responsibilities of Republican status, I
therefore strongly suggest to the Federal
Government to adopt an all party government
at the Federal level and extend the life of the
Parliament to another five years, so that the
government will have enough time to dedicate
itself to the task of natioa building in a tcam
work, in the spirit of harmony, unity and
fratermty

Finally, it will be not out of the way for
Members to thank the Speaker for his foresigh
and wisdom in directing the Librarian of.th¢
‘Legislature to "compile a short report or
republican systems of government in some of the
major republican countries. The report is no
only a guide, but it contains very mam)
important points which have no doubt preparec
the minds of many Members towards today’
Motion.

Sir, T beg to support.

The Attorney-General: (The hon. I. M.
Lewis; Q.C.): Mr Speaker, Sir, almost exactly
five years ago I was privileged to take part in
the debate in this House on the Motion
approving the White Paper for self-
government and I value greatly the privilege
of being able to speak today upon this most
important Motion. I think it not inappropriate,
as welook forward to the Republic, at the same
time to look back at how much has been
achieved during the past five years. In
particular, during that period a real start has
been made to industrialisation in the North
not only in the traditional centres of industry
but also in other, parts of this great.Region
such as, to name but one example, the Bacita
Sugar Project. The reason for this has been
the stability of the, Region, the stability marred
only by the very otemporary but  nonetheless
unfortunate out-brefik of violence in the Tiv
area just before Independence, but the people
of that area now, I think and hope, realise that
violence is never the answer to any problem.
Happily, the stability of the Region has been
in no small measure contributed to by the fact
that the Government is supported by the vast
majority of the peoples of this Region as is
witnessed by the fact that over 90 per cent
of the Members of this House belong to the
Northern Peoples Congress. It is that stability
that will help .to bring in foreign investment
which is so badly needed though, as the Minister

of Economic Planning so rightly said yesterday,

it is essential not to ascribe ulterior motives
to firms who come here to help the country.
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There has,in my opinion, been some quite
unjustified criticism -in the world press that
the liberty of thé individual is being eroded
in Nigeria, This 1s certainly not true of the
North where one of the outstanding achieve-
ments of self-government has been the passing
of our new. Penal Legislation and Criminal
. Procedure which has received such favourable
comment and acclaim throughout the world.
The standard of the administration of justice
in our courts is very high,

I now turn to some points raised by hon.
Members in this debate. First of all I would
indicate that the decision t6 do away with the
Judicial Service ommission and to prescribe
that judges of the High Court shall be appointed
by the Governor, on'the advice of the Premier,
is fully in keeping with Constitutional practice
throughout the Commonwealth. If hon.
Members will look at ,the Constitutions of
Australia, Canada, Ghana, India, Malaya and
‘Tangayika, they will see that the Judges are in
all cases appointed by the Head of State,
whatever his title may be, after receiving
advice or consulting with the Prime
Minister and other appropriate persons. The
1ndependencc of our judiciary will be in no
way infringed by this proposal. Secondly, the
to preclude chieftaincy disputes
from the courts was raised. I would only
indicate that long before Independence, in fact
since 1949, there has been in force in the North
an Ordinance precluding chieftaincy disputes
from the courts but there has recently been
a decision in the High Court of another
Region, where this Ordinance also applies, to
the cffect that the . Fundamental Human
Rights provisions of the Constitution override
this Ordinance. All that is therefore proposed
is to ensure that the past practice is in keeping
with the Constitution. Thirdly, the method of
removal of the Director of Public Prosecutions
was raised. The reason why the Director of

.Public Prosecutions had a specially entrenched

provision in the Constitution was-because he
was solely responsible - for prosecutions and
must therefore be independent, but now
following the practice elsewhere, including

, England, we have made the Director of Public

Prosccutions subject to the general or special
directions of the Attorney-General. This

- specially entrenched provision is no longer

suitable or appropriate and the Director of
Public Prosecutions will be treated just as any
other civil servant and his right only to. be
dismissed for misconduct will be upheld by the
Public Service Commission. Fourthly, the
hon. Member for Jemgbar asked that the

9 AUGUST 1963

i
(1

Republican’

Prerogative Writs should
order to enable them to,
the provisions of the Cou
Fundamental FHuman F
a misapprehension as not
got that power under scc
tution of the Federation. |
have never been abolishe
cases one can apply for th
today.

Finally, I would like t
outstanding features of tl
been the leadership. disp
not only of the Governin
the hon. Premier in partic
of hard work and devot:
interests of the State has i
have worked-for him an
his example that th? Nc
in the civil service 1s succ
some critics had: thought
hope and pray that now t
to become a Republic,
standable change made b
countries, the success of
will be cqntmued into the
gathering momentum fos

The Premier: Mr
Members have spoken in s
and I regard it generally -

this House have begun th

This shows the, general cc
the political leaders of this
on behalf of myself, my
Prime Minister, I like to
are for the Northern Ho
giving us their unanimous
Naturally, whatever one

some critics, Some may

ticisms and others just spe:
Anyhow I am not one of

my publicity and I do 1
Now some of the hon. M
for instance, a Member fr¢
to seek that South Africa :
invited to our country. I

hon. Member can refresh 1
remember that in the old 1
person to announce in the
no room for South Afric:
I stand by that pledge. .
Katsina has suigested that
required . before the Legi
party indentity. Inlo not

going to be an i JP.C., 1
or U.M.B.C. Pres;dent bui
who is going to be impartiz
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ry. For that reason there is
m to display his -political
any party has nominated
ill be ng need for him to
m or cocJ Now he is also
allowed to take part in the
the North ¢s adequately
Federal House and particu-
>eoples Congress. (Applause).
ssentatives of Lagos. The
a vacuum. The Federation
- Regions and Lagos so that
by themsclves but to repre-
¢ hon. Member will agree
have given to this constitu-
ym Kano also said that two-
10t necessary. We feel it is
uppose there were three
woman candidate has only
ity, what kind of confidence
1y in the country but if we
e three, for instance, one has
16 other one-third we then
having an overwhelming
country. Well, he has also
‘he creation of a Regional
I were him, but I want him
3 not going to be like me,
ings and men to man them.
1 view of my two other
s. A N.EP.U. Member
[.C.N.C. please, wanted to
the Judicial Service Com-
- explanation I gave in my
him if he had listened. to

f .this Region. I will not
stice of the Region without
«d colleagues, the Attorney-
wster of Justice.

ssure you that the present
>t the first nomination for
appointment was carefully

ew on the election of the
to be done by a country
ssure you on behalf of the
ongress that we are ready
in assure you that we can
We have already decided
ing the President suitable
nt.. ‘
he same member said that
get the consent of our
_ before  proclaiming  the
Reoubhc I do not know whfrt he was referring
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to. Being Commonwealth does not mean. we

should be subordinate to any other country.
The Commonwealth is more or less a club and

if we want to do anytliing we have to notify our-

sister countries in that club. The Prime Minis-
ter has already done so and he had reccived

their replies before ‘we took the final move. -

It is not however, as said by the hon. Member
if I may say here that I do not think it will do
any harm if we consult our former Colonial
‘Masters, and wait for their replies. I can tell
you without fear of being attacked by the Press
as they usually do. I have just returned from
the tour of Niger Republic and I can tell you

without fear of contradiction from anybody.

or from the cpposition, we arc more devcloped.

Those who wish may go and see what type of

development have been done by the other
colonial power in that territory, then, when you
come here you will surely invite the British, to
come and help you. I do not think I will say
anything more about the Judicial Service
Commission than I have already done.

It was unfortunate that one of them makes
reference to those leaving the Opposition
Bench. I think he means the member who has
just crossed the carpet. I will assure you that
the other members will do the same. It is only

- a matter of time. (Applause). I am now replying

the Member for Denge,(I mean Jemgbar).

In fact Denge is a small village in Sokoto where

Clapperton died and he was buried there.
Well he actually spoke about the electoral
commission conducting ‘the clection of the
President. I find it hard to imagine'members of
the electoral commission moving in to corduct
the election of the President. The President of
the Senate can very well conduct the election.
It should be rememl.ered that he himself will
not be, of course, itf the running. There is
therefore no reason to suspect that the clection
will not be conducted properly.

Now the hon. Member. also asked me to
explain paragmph 21(3) whrch 1S not satis-
factory .

I will ask the President if ‘he will be able to
acceed to his request. Now with regards to the

extension of. the life of the House, as suggested

by Alhaji Ibrahim Imam who wants it to be

extended to five years so that we .could-allow -

developments to gc ahead, I would say simply
that it is the responsibility of the Federal
Government. Now to the view you have
expressed, I think that the President might
like to take it up with the Federal Parliament
if they feel they cannot go through the people
next year, but I can assure hon, Members cf
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