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Saturday . 21st September, 1963 
The House met at 9 . 00 a .m. 

PR AYERS 

(MR. SPE~~ in the Chair) 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, · Order: 

MOTIONS 
· Nigerian Consti t ,_rt;ion, 

· THE PREMIER (Alhaji the - h~n. Sir Ahmadu Bello, 
K,B,E,, Sardauna or Sokoto): Mr, Speaker, Sir, 
I rise to move the Motion standing in my name, 
The text or the Motion reads:-

":a"E IT RESOLVED THAT THIS HOUSE consents -to 
the Act of Parliament entitled The Constitution of 
the Federation having errect," 

It is constitutionally necessary ror this 
House to adopt such resolutions whenever the 
Federal Constitution is being amended, We have 
had occasion to do this in the past, But at no 
time has the adoption or such a resolution been 
more momentous. In this particular instance we 
are dealing with the whole ~uestion or a re~ubli
can Constitution ror the Federation, 

-
Hon, Members have earlier indicated their 

consenf that ·thi's country should give itselr a 
~republican -Constit~t~n.m=J ~rere~to~the adoptio~ 
by this Hquse of the White Paper to efrect 
constitutional changes, The constitutional changes 

. were broadly outlined in the White Paper~ Both 
the Constitution or the Federation and our own 
constitution are in ract based on those broad 
outlines. We have thererore earlier implied consent 
to this Motion, 

I am certain that Hon. Members realize the 
importance or this resolution, Similar resolutinns 
are being considered in the Legislatures or 
Eastern and Western Niger ia, This is thererore 
an appropriate moment for me to speak orthe need 
for unity . in this country~ ·Too often we are 
preoccup'ied with examining the differences 
between us rather than ·the ractors that unite us, 
Among these factors I count the Rivers Niger and . 
Benue, the road, railway and communications systems, 
our op~_E:ing~ to the\' outside _ _!l'o:pl_~,- the ports of 
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Lagos and Port Harcourt, and Kano aii']?ort. ·Each 
port of the country depends on the other for one 
se~ice or another, and for one ty9e of product or 
another. Even the number of years we have been 
~ormally together has produced a great and wonder

.fUl ~ifying effect. It is no longer possible 'to 
imagine a Nigeria that is composed of anything less 
than its present territory. We may from this time 
have our problems, difficulties and differences. 
But what country has not? · 

· ·- I wish to state categorically my -beiief i~ 
the unity of this country for there are far more 
things that unite us than things that divide us. 
Our path to salvation lies in co-operation. Only 
thus can this country make the tremendous pr~sa 
called for in the coming -years. I have stated the-se 
views because I am convinced that on the eve of 
our entering into a Republican era there is need 
for the leaders to reappraise their stand and 
manifest their beliefs. I believe in the future 
of this country based on mutual co-operation, 
mutual respect and mutual understanding.; Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, I am sure Hon. Vembers will agree 
with this Motion, I therefore beg to move. 

THE MIN18TER OF WQRKS. (Alhaji Usman, Sarkln Maska): 
Mr • .Speaker, Sir, I beg to second. 

Question vroposed: 

•··- "" - Alhaji Ibrahim Imam:(Jemgbar):=Mrc•=Speaker-;-it-.. is.,.a ~.._,.,.,.._ 
moment of ·anxiety and great pleasure to all those who have 
'fought for the freedom of this ~country to note that in 

I • 
i 

less than twelve days from'-today Nigeria will become a 
Republic and whence the Queen ceases to be a member of 
not only this Honourable House but indeed of all the 
other legislatures of the Federation. But whatever 
political bitterness we may have against our former 
colonial masters one thing is certain that this country 
will ever remain indebted to the British people fer 
training us in the art of parliamentary government and 
leaving behind a stable and united government with 
efficient and incorruptible civil service with the 
British sense of justice and fair play. This legacy 
is a notable heritage which we cherish so highly. However 
it is rather linfortuna te that in spite of this · fine 
record ci:f ' the British we alw;ays recollect the evils 
they have done to this country which might well have 
made one speak of Shakespear's maxim: "The evil that men 
do lives after them, The good is oft interred ~th their 

bones." Commenting on the constitution , section 59 
offers a great challenge to all nationalists in this 
country. The section reads that the business of 
Parliament shall be conducted in English. To accept 
this challenge we must evolve a national language 
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which shall be used in ~he Federal Parliament \alongsi~e 
with Er1glish so that in 10 to 15 years the English will 
give way. Of t he m~in languages in the country today 
Hause will be the best choice because besides its being 
widely spo~en throughout Africa it is now more or less 
the Lingua l Franca of Nigeria if not of West Africa. 
To .make Hatisa our- national and official language it i s 
t l1erefore im9erative that it must be taught in all 
schools in the Federation. It is most wise and proper 
that in the ~mended constitution before the House the 
Prime Minister shall not be removable from office by the 
President unless he noL "longer commands the support of 
the majority of the members . of the House of Representa
tives as a result of vote o:f no confidence in the 
Government secured on the :floor of the House o:f Repre~ 
sentatives. Thus, the Prime Minister's position is 
secured against whims and caprice o:f indiscreet 

"Politicians who are highly I unpredictable ! and whose 
'feelings can easily be st:i.rrea up oy mere sentiments . 
Judging this statement against the baclcground of t :1e 
recent incident in the Western Region, it is but mos t 
becoming and wise to adopt such constitutional measures 
o:f ~ecurity to s a feguard the o:f:fice o:f the Prime Minister, 
and t hose o:f his counterparts in the Federation. Refer
ring members to Section 111 (2), (a) & (b), the Judges 
o:f the Supreme Court shall consist o:f the Chief Justice 
o:f Nigeria and such number o~ Justices o:f the Supreme 
Court, not being less ·than :five, as may be prescribed 

~-- by Parliament,-I.should-the~e:for~ -l ike to suggest tha t 
the Grand Kadi o:f the Sharia Court o:f Northern Nigeria 
shall be appointed one o:f the justices o:f the Supreme 
Court, notwithstanding the provisions under section 
112 (2),&(b). This suggestion will, I hope, be welcome 
by the other regions in the interest of the.unity o:f 
Nigeria because some o:f the cases coming before the 
Supreme Court :from Northern Ni geria involve complicated 
legal issues o:f Islamic Jurisprudence. This suggestion 
I think will provoke some ' o:f our young lawyers but the 
interest o:f the millions o:f moslems must be protected. 

Before t aking my seat I must register may disagree-
ment with the suggestions made by some members of the 
Federal Parliament that the Senate and the Houses of 
Chiefs in the Regions· as well as the Regional Courts o:f 
Appeal be scraped off as they are mere appendages incur
ring an unnessary burden over the taXpayers. As far as 
the North is concerned our chiefs are held in the most 
esteemed_posi tion and they have contri.buted in no lesse~ ._ 
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degree to the political devel~pment to this country tlian 
any politician that one can imagine o~. The House o~ 
Chie~s in the North can, there~ore, easily be likened to 
the House o~ Lords in United Kingdom. 

Fin~:t_lly I shm.ild l ike to associate mysel~ with the 
sentiments expressed by the Honourable Premier on Thurs
day by paying warm tributes to Sir .Kashim Ibrahim _who will 
~e deemed to be the ~irst Governor o~ Northern Nigeria 
~n Republican Nigeria. In a reply to a certain chie~ 
~n the House o~ Chie~s last Thursday that the sweari~g 
c~ Sir Kashim Ibrahim would take place on the . 1st o~ . -
October to be simulsanous with the Republican celebrations 1 
1 should like to suggest to the Hon. Premier that the 
swearing ceremony should take place in the opan at the 
Race Course· so that it can be seen by the public. 

The House will no douqt join me in pay:i,ng warm 
tributes to the Hon. Premier the Sardauna o~ Sokoto 
ior his relentless · e~~orts to promote the unity o~ this 
country which had it not been ~or his restraint and " 
patience oyer certain things the country would have been 
di.sintegrated and by now be in a complete jeopardy. 
Sir, I beg to support . 

THE PREMIER:{Alhaji the hon. Sir Ahmadu Bello, K.B.E., 
Sardauna o~ Sokoto): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I usually 
say silence means consent . I am sure that every 
member o~ this House has in mind the Arab saying 
that i~ a man is quite sensible he does not talk too 
much - that is why i~ you do not hear a lot o~ 
people speaking here -it is because we have not been 
brought up in that school o~ love ~or controversy. 
~I ... am -sure -I - say ·-t;his with due ~respect to my ...,learned-

~riend, the Minister or .Justice, who is a lawyer. 
I am glad that Ron. Members have some praise ror the 
British ror their devoted service. I think I have 
always made .,lny own views known about this. I always 
say that they have done an excellent work ror us. 
The British have done excellent work ror the people 
of' this · Country. They have put us ·on the right 
footing and led us along the right path, and I am 
sure that even generations to come will not forget 
what they have done ror us. Now you have been 
talking on the need ,of having a ligua franca f'or 
Nigeria, which of course, is often talked about 
loosely; I think. in the Federal House. Rausa, I 
can _assure you, is not a lingua franca in Nigeria 
only, but in many places I have visited outside 
Nigeria, I have found people who could speak it. I . 
have toured most pa~ts or the Middle East, and accross 
the Sahara and wherever I went I had tried to get 
somebody to interprete what I was trying_ to say. In 

the Sahara it was fortunate that everybody I met 
asked me to speak in Hausa as they could speak 
Hausa. This, Mr. Speaker, is certainly worth consi
dering, although .I know a good many people even in 
the North who will take many days be~ore they are ' · 
able to learn it (laughter) • • • ••• (Alhaji Ibrahim 
Imam:. I don't think I am the one being rererred to . 
in this case .) The Premier. I mean Zanna Djima a:od M. 
Ahmed and Talib. (laughter). I am also glad to see 
that a provision has been made to secure the posi
tion of .the Prime Minister. . It is true to say and of 
course that the same thing applies to the Premier 
t oo ; One · can well imagine the Chief' Whip organising 
a revolt of' the Parliamentarians to vote against the 
Premier or the Prime Minister ir he knows that an 
adverse vote ~-will not entai l dissolution of the House 
so that he himself' can sarely take over. ~ter) • 
With regard to the question that the Grand~should 
become a member ·of' the Supreme 'Court, I think if' 
that should happen at all we must have another 
Constitutional amendment. Secondly, the Sharia 
Court of' Appeal is the final Gourt of' Appeal in the 
North in respect to ~haria matters. But in any other 
matter, say, concerning the Fundamental Human Rights , 
the Supreme Court will have to deal. But the hon. · 
Member will note that some members or the Court will 
be nominated by us and it i s only a matter of' .time 
berore we have our own men versed in Sharia law as 
judies of' the Supreme Court. 

I would like to say how glad I am with good 
suggestions made by the hon. Member and as I have 
already said all the opposition Members will eventually 
come to this side; it is only a question or time 
(laugliter)' -;= - - _..., "' 

Question proposed - that this House consents to 
_the Act or Parliament entitled- The Constitution of 
the Federation Act, 1963, having ef:f'ect. QuestiOn 
put and agreed to. 

NIGERIAN CONSTITUTION (TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS) 

THE PREMIER(Alhaji the hon. Sir Ahmadu Bello, K.B.E., 
Sardauna or Sokoto} :'. Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
move the Resolution in my name that this House con
sent s to the Act of' Parliament entitled the Consti
tution (Transitional Provision) Act, 1963 having 
effect. The purpose of' this Federal ACt of' Parliament 
is t wofold. In the first place the creation of' the 
Mid-V'Iest State as . a Region has meant that the Section 
of Federal Constitution dealing with the distribution 
of funds between t~e R~gions must be aJ.tered_.__ The 
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We stern Region's share must be split in two so that 
the Mid-West gets it s f'air share of' revenue·alloca
tion. The second purpose of' the Act is to repeal 
those Federal Act~ these are in the Schedule to the 
Act and I do not think I need say more. If' any 
member hes a question to raise I am sure my hon. 
Colleague, the Attorney-General and I will be able to 
set his mind at rest. Sir, I beg to move. 

Mu azu Lamido, Magatardan 
·second. 
Question proposed. Question put and agreed to. 

NORTHERN NIGERIA DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION - MEMBER-
. ..§!!!!: 

ALHAJI .ltBDULLAHI MAIKANO, SARKIN DUTSE' (Dutse West): 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move the motion standing 
in my name that Mallam Usman Bida be appointed a 
member of' the Northern Ni~eria Development Corporation 
in pursuance of' section 4~1)(1") of' the Northern 
Nigeria Development C9rporation Law, No.1 of' 1956, as 
amended by No.10 of' 1958. Mr. Speaker, Sir, Mallam 
Usman Bida is a well-known f'igure and is one of' the 
most industrious sons of' the North. I am sure, Mr. 
Speaker, he will contribute a lot to the development 
of' this Region. Sir, I beg to move. 

ALHAJI HASSAN, DALATUN ABUJA: Sir, I beg to secondo 

-==~r.m o=SP-EAKER: .....,.Bef'.ore I · :p:r;op~13e th~ qu~stion I think 
there is a little point which the~hon~'Attorney- = ..,....;J ,."~'-" 

I ' 

General would like to clear. 

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Mr. I.M. Lewis, Q.C.): Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, there is a correction which should be 
made in the f'orm of' resolution moved so that the 
Northern Nigeria Development Corporation Law, 1956, 
is amended by No.10 of' 1958 should be substituted with 
the Development Corporation Law, 1955 and ref'erence 
to this will appear in the vote of' proceedings of' this 
honourable House. · 

MR. SPEAID~: I think if' the House agrees to what the 
hon. Attorney-General has said, we shall record this 
in our vote proceedings. 

ALHAJI IBRAHIM IMAM ( JEMBAR) : The mover of' the 
motion has sa id that Usman Bida is a wellknown 
person. I think he should give us his background, 
because to me Usman is a name and Bida is a name of' 

a t own . I personally 9 do n ot know him . 

THE PREMIER : ( Alhaji the hon . Sir Ahmadu Bell o, 
K.B.E., Sardauna of' Solcoto) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, if' 
I may help the hon. Member in this case, Mallam 
Usman Bida is a District Head of' Mokwa where we. have 
a big Northern Nigeria Development Corporation Farm. 
He has a lot of' experience in this f'ield and is now 
a Council Member of' the Bida Native Authority. He 
has been a member of' this Corporation f'or a long time 
and is only being required to be ·re-appointed because 
of' -h is good services . (P~olonged appla'use). ., 

Question proposed. Question put and agreed to . 
RESOLVED: That the f'ollowing be appointed a member 
of' the Northern Nigeria Development Corporation 
in pursuance of' section 4(1)(1"} of' the Development 
Corporation J;.aw, 1955 :·- Usman Bida. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

SUPPLSMENT_~y APPROPRIATION 
_.., 

Bill entitled the Supplementary Appropriation ( 1963-
64) Law, 1963 - Second Reading - 0 read, 

MR, SPEAKER: Committee, when? 

MINISTER OF FINANCE: Now Sir. 
I 

House resolved itself' into a Committee of' the whole 
~-

=...., ~HOUSE ...IN .COMMITTEE 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I will not eall the Heads which are 
not in the Bill, but if' members want an explanation 
on any Head they can ask f'or an explanation. I will 
only call the Heads which we are asked to giv~ 
additional provision. 

HEAD 223 - CABINET OFFICE 

Question proposed - That the sum previously voted 
f'or Head 223 - Cabinet Of'f'ice - be increased by 
£1,530- agreed to. 

HEAP 225 - AGENT-GENERAL FOR NORTHERN 
NIGERIA IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 

Question proposed - That the sum previously voted f'or 
Head 225 - Agent -General f'or Northern Nigeria in the 
United Kingdoll! be increased by £3,084. 
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MR. J , U, UYEH: Mr, Chairman, Sir , I would like to 
draw the attention of the House to the fa c t that as 
a re sult or the recent developments in the country, 
I think it is necessa~J to scrape orr the orrice or 
the Agents-General in the United Kingdom, The reason 
is that how many Agents-General are we -going to have 
in the United Kingdom. In a very short time, the 
Mid-West will appoint their own Agent-General again 
in the United Kingdom. In a very short time I am 
sure there will be more states to be created in this 
country and many more Agents-General are going to be 

·· ... ,·· app-oin:t;ed in the United Kine;dom • . (An ho!l~· - ~il'ember· : · 
· iVhere?) I reel it is useless keeping so many people 

representing different Regions in -the United Kingdom. 
Apart from the fact that our leaders kept on describing 
the question of unity and so on, I see no reason why 
somebody representing -us as our High Commissioner in 
the _United Kingdom having sufficient people in his 
office to help carry out the work, By having so many 
Agents-General is really a heavy burden on the tax
payers, Some or our Ministers do not know how 
difficult it is for the tax-payers to rind the money 
to pay their tax, These Agents-General do not have 
sufricient protection by the British Government. 
These Agents-General do not have equal opportunity of 
diplomatic immunity, Recently we have a case of 
the Eastern Nigerian Agent-General in the United 
Kingdom where he was not properly protected under 
the diplomatic immunity, (Interruptions,,,,,,,,,) 

THE COMM ISSIONER .FOR Z.ARIA PROVINCE (Alhaji the hon, 
Ladan Baki, Wazirin Ayyukan Katsina): Point of 
Order, Mr. Chairman, Vfuat is being discussed in 

--- this ~House has got. nothing ~to ._do ... .with .Easter_n"'or...,.. ..,., ='· 
Western Region Offices in the United Kingdom. 

tl! i 

I' 

J. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I think the Hon, Member is just 
making some remarks which are rather political, 

MR. J , U, UYEH (Kunav): Mr, Chairman, Sir, I was 
just making reference to what had happened to those 
people in different Regions , And if those veople get 
protection by the British Government, I don t think 
such a thing could happen, Mr. Chairman, with these 
few remarks I beg to support. 

ALa~JI IBRPEIM IMAM: Mr, Chairman, Sir, really this 
point is of importance, And it is really necessa~ 
that the Agent General should have full diplomatic 
immunities as each of the Region's De r.mty British 
High Commissioners as well as the High Commissioner, 
has been accorded diplomatic immunity in Nigeria, 
And I think, the samething applies to other Consulars 

who r e side in e ach Region like the United Arab 
Republic , Consulate Genera l and the Sudan Consular 
General , e tc, I think the earlier the Hon, Premier 
takes up this matt e r with the Federal Government the 
better, because the Briti sh Government has got 
Denuty High Commissioners in the North and through
out the Federation, · Although the Premiers of all 
the Regions of the Federation have been accorded 
diploma tic immunity, Mr, Chairman, we are very much 
closely connected with the United Kingdom as we 
derive a great deal of aspirations from there and we 

. h~ve· many things in common , . Besides, we have the 
·greatest rium}Jer of our s·tudent s s tudying ther e which 
warrant for our retaining the various offices of 'the. 
Agent Generals in the United Kingdom. I should like 
to appeal to the hon. Premier to take up the mat_ter 
to see that our Agent General in the U~ited Kingdom 
is accorded diplomatic immunity, 

THE PREMIER (Aihaji the hon, Sir Ahmadu Bello, K.B.E) 
Mr. Chairman, I have already done so and I will do 
so. I do not know whether this time is for debate 
or just ror a question, 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Well, I am at the disposal of the 
House and if the House wants to delay, or if the 
honourable Members want to proceed with the business 
it is up to them - that is all . 

Question put and Agr eed to, 
- Ji'ii'5 i -----

HEAD 226-LEGI SLATURE 

Question put and agreed to, 

ImAD 227 - JUDICrAL 

MR. J,U, UYEH (Kunav): Mr . Cha~rman, Sir, I want to 
ask a question, What I would like to know is 
whether Gra de A and Grade B and Alkala i Courts are 
appointed under this Head because of their outstan
ding grades, 

MR, CHAI RMAN: This deals with the Judges but not with 
the Alkalai. There is no provision for the Ministry 
I 
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of' Justice where you can r aise points concerning 
.Hkalaio 

Question Proposed that the sum previously voted f'or 
Head 227- J udicial - be i ncreased by £1,050. 
Question put and agreed to. 

HEAD 231 - SHAR I 1 A COURT OF APPE,AL 

MR. CHAIRMAN: There is no amendment on this Head 
and I do not normally sit down of' course unless a 
memoer rises, The quest ion I have to propose is 
that the sum previously voted f'or Head 231 - Shari'a 
Court of' Appeal - be increased by £2,735 . Question 
put and agreed to , 

HE.A~ 232 - MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 

THE PREMIER (Alhaji the hon. Sir Ahmadu Bello, 
K.B.E,, Sa rdauna of' Sokoto): Mr. Chairman, with 
your permission, I would like to raise a point of' 
exapJ.anation on behalf' of' the Minister of' Agricul
ture, Hon, Members could see on the Order Paper that 
the Ministry of' Agriculture is asking to make some 
provisions, In the f'irst place there is the provi
sion f'or a Parliamentary Secretary, I would like to 
assure the hon, Members tha t I personally f'eel that 
Agriculture plays the most important role in the 
development of' every count~J, and each and everyone 
of' us should of'f'er whatever help we can so that we 1 
can promote it, That is why I thoughtit desirable 
to have two Parliamentary Secretaries to the Minister 
of' Agriculture and to divide the Region into two 

i . ._part S=f'or ,-the ir---t ouring,.so · tha t tWe ·can -have ~mO're -----===·=' 
· newshof' agricultural.exteotional improvements such 
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as ~ eone being ob~alned ln samaru ana o~ner places, 
These Parliamentary Secretaries would be touring · 
extensively in the North to see that research results 
being obtained f'or the f'armers are being used by them 
properlyo And we must give this priority and there
f'ore I have suggested a Second Parliamentary Secre
tary. We are not going to keep one Parliamentary 
Secretary in one place; they would work in a shif't. 
We are not going to say that one Parliamentary 
Secretary would work in Kano or Bornu; we should 
divide the North perpendicularly and we shif't them 
over - so that one would not s ay that this is our 
f'riend and we are not going to work hard, This 
amendment was not the amendment of' the Minister; 
but it was prompted on my own innitiative. (Applaus~ 

THE . MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (Alhaji the hon, Ahman 
Galadiman Pateg_i): Mr, _Chairman. Sir._ ~ have it 

i n command f'rom His Excel l ency the Governor to move 

(a) that the establi shment under Item (2) Parlia
mentary Secreta ry, of' Sub-head 1 - Personal 
Emoluments, of' Head 232 - Ministry of' Agricul
ture- be iRcreased by 1 (f'rom 1- 2); 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

that the provision under Head 232 - Ministry of' 
P~riculture - Sub-head 11, Parliamentary Secre
tary, Ent ertainment Alloy.rance be increa sed by 
£60 f'rom £1 20 to £ :!.80; . ... .. 

that the provision under Head 232 - Ministry of' 
Agriculture, Sub-head 13, Parliamentary Secre
tary's Residence; Up-keep be increased by £50 
f'r om £100 to £150; 

that the. provision under Head 232 - Ministry of' 
Agriculture, Sub-head 14, Minister and Parlia 
mentary Secretary; Electricity Allowance - be 
increased by £45 f'rom £210 to £255 ; 

that the total urovision under Head 232 -
Ministry of' Agriculture, Sub-head 1 - Personal 
Emoluments -be reduced by £155 f'rom £641 . 260 
to £'641 ,105, · 

Mr. Chairman, Sir, the hon. Premier has a lready 
explained the purpose of'· t his .amendment, so there is 
no need f'or me to go ·further, but in actual f'act there 
is no increased f' inancial provision under this Hea d 
and there is no need to increased the total provision, 
Sir, I beg to moveo 
IIIL'ue.- ..... - ~ ·•. -~ ~ 

iHE. MINISTER OF JUSTICE (Alhaji the hon, Muhamme.du 
. a sir) _: . . f)ir, I beg to second, 

MR OBAIKE ODEH (Idoma South East) In rising to 
support this motion I should say that this Ministry 
should be praised. The Hono Premier has already 
outlined the importance why this Ministry should have 
two more Parliamentary Secretaries. I should like to 
suggest that one more Parliamentary Secretary be 
appointed to make the total to 3 in that, as you know ' 
the North is a great Region and that the work of' t wo 
Parliamentary Secretaries in the Ministry of' Agricul
ture cannot be under-taken, In doing this I would 
suggest that the three Parliamentary Secreta ries be 
appointed in orde~ to carry out the work assigned to 
them more ef'f'ectively , That is, one should be res
ponsible f'or the Far North, one f'or the North East 
and one f'or the Southern parts of' the Region as to 
cope with the need of' f'armers. When this is done, 
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I would suggest that one Parliamentary Secretary be 
solely responsible for the River-rain Areas, because , 
Idoma Division as you all know is one of the Divisions 
~hat produc~s many farm crops such as Yams , Rice , 
Guinea Corn, Soya Beans , Groundnuts and Cotton • . When 
this is done , I hope in the near . future, we will be 
able to produce more crops for the ·need of the masse's 
of the people of the North and be able to export more 
to other parts of the Federation of Nigeria. Mr. 

·Speaker Sir, with these few remarks, I beg to support 
the motion. 

M. MEGIDA LAWANI (Igbirra North) There is no doubt 
the Ministry of Agriculture ia doing a lot but I 
would suggest that the Ministry of Agriculture should 
try to make our people to produce more food they eat 
and at t he same time, to advise our people to make 
the best use of the food they produced. In some cases , 
our people do not know they h ave sufficient food to 
eat, because they do not know the way and manners they 
should eat them , in order to make the body make a very 
good use of the food, that is the reason why I would 
suggest the Ministry of Agriculture in co-operat ion 
with the Ministry of Health to do a lot of campaign 
to see tha t our poor f a rmers produce the food and at 
the s ame time make the best use of the food for the 
best use of the body. With these few remarks , I beg 
to support the motion. 

MR. A.A. ABOGEDE (Igala Eas t) Mr
1
• Cha irman Sir, I 

rise to support this Head. As you all know, Agricul
ture is the main stay of this country. I still 

---......... "=appeal- to *'the-.cMinister xof..-Agr_iJ:~_e=t_J::!? t_ if the . 
research sec t ion of his Ministry will try -tO*s-e-e=to i: t ' ~·· 
it that our foOd crops such as yams, millet and maize 
c an be protected over a year for some length of time, 
because immedia tely the yams are harvested they go 
rotten and the same thing applies to millet and maize. 
I thought if the Ministry could take some precautions 
and be able to do some RESEARCH on it tha t it could be 
kept for some longer period the better for this great 
Region. And on the second point, I have heard over 
the r adio, tha t the Minister of Agriculture is going 
to e s t ablish Fa rm Training Centres in this region and 1 
the Mini ster or his Ministry will bear in mind Kabba 
Province where we grow coffee, cocoa, colanuts and 
other tree crops and I hope he will bea r it in mind 
to give us many farm centre.s in order to cater for 
the productivity of such crops and a~ the same time 
it will reduce unemployment which is mounting high 
daily in tha t Province. I appeal most strongly to 
the Minister to look into this with sympathy. 

Nith these few remarks, I beg to support., 

ALHAJ I SULE DARfo~ O (Bauchi North Ea st): I would 
suggest that the Minister of Agriculture should 
devise some means by which t hese yotung men of today 
should take to farming by bringing some machineries 
from other count ries overseas to help these young 
men who are running away from the farm. They do not 
know that farming is the most important thing in this 
country. 

· , 'with these few remt-. r ks, Sir, I- .supr;ort ·. the· Head. 

ALHAJI SALIHU NAK.ANDE · (Hausa): Sir, I rise to support 
this Head. The provision for this Head is mostly on 
emoluments and there is no money set aside for buying 
drugs, but only for personal emoluments. If we look 
into this ma tter, ~. i r. Chairman the money just covers 
Personal Emoluments. There should be some money set 
aside for research. Becuase of this, I suggest that 
£30 , 000 should be set aside. I would suggest to the 
Minister to see to it that some money is set aside 
for obtaining drugs, a nd other modern f a rm machinePies. 

With these few remarks, Mr. Chairman, I beg to 
support . 

THE MINISTER CF AGRICULTURE (Alha j i the hon. Allman, 
Galadiman Pategi): Mr. Chairman, I rise to thank 
all the hon. Members who have put useful suggestions 
to me and I would like to assur e them that their sug
gestions have been not ed . The hon. Member for Jos 
said that the the provisions asked for are just only 
for · salaries .,.=I ·amoa.very=S_o_rr_y_..t:Qat=he. ~does not read 
the Bill properly. It is about provincial experiment · 
and not salaries. This concerns farm training centres. 
I am very sorry tha~ you do not read it very well. 

Question proposed that the sum of previously voted 
for Head 232 - Ministry of Agriculture be increased 
by £17,980 - agreed to. 

HEAD 235 - MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 

MR. H.U. UYEH: Mr. Chairman, I would like to pay 
warm tribute to the Minister of Education. In doing 
so, I would also like to congratulate the hon. Premier 
for putting the right pe rson in the right pla ce. The 
_Minister of Education was once ·a School Master . I 
know very well 'that he i s looking after our country's 
educ at ion very well and encourages the development 
of schools in this count ry. But Sir, I have few 
observations to make. I am now calling upon the 
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Minister t o see t o it that the discrimination about 
schools in Benue :province, particularly in Tiv Division 
shoul d be s topped . We, on th is side of the House 
onc e r aised this matter i n t h e Hou se by calling upon 
the Mi n i s ter to see to it t hat by havi ng a special 
c l a ss in the Secondary Schools and Tea cher Tra i ning 
Centres for Idoma boys , it is discrimi nat ing and 
should be stopped fo r thwi th. I f the Mi nister can go 
into t h is , he will certainly a gree with me t hat t here 
i s di scriminat ion . The Tiv Divi sion is about t hree 
~uarters of the whole population. Thi s morning, the 
hon. Leader . of the Oppo-sit i on sugge s:t~d · ·that Hausa · · 
shoul d be our National l angua ge , i f the Tiv boy s are 
not given the opportunity, how can they .understand 
the l a nguage . With these few remarks , I support the 
Head . 

MR. AFO~AN OLAREWAJU (Ilorin South): Mr. Chairman, 
I have just a point or t wo to say on _the Ministry of 
Education. I need not waste ;·the hon. Members' time . 
I want to pay tribute to the Minister of Education in 
that t h is work has even been r ealised by the Opposition 
Members . This is a recommendation and not a criticism. 
Another point is, that I would suggest very strongly 
to the Minister of Education that the time ha s come 
fo r the abolition of payments of grant s to the exist i ng 
Pr imary Boarding Schools . If we go back carefUlly 
to thes e existing Boarding Schools, we will see that 
the Primary Schools take a lot of money from the 
Government instead of paying more. 

I 

Instead of using this money for boarding 
Primary Schools they could be used for other purposes 

l . and U ~u- do_!hat .~~~u !'1'.!1?,- . see a _lo_t of._d~lopmenj;__!?~~.;-,_.,...r'f .. - n "Primary -nay -schools . · 

IJ,l. ·' The second point Mr. Speaker Sir, is about the 
I 
I 

l\ llil 
lit 

Nort hernisation of this Provincial Inspectorate Divi
sion. Most of the Divisions in this country have got 
Northerners as their Inspectors of Educa tion but some 
still have these people , (E:xPatriates) . They do not 
understand us at all , We want the Provincial Inspec
torate of our Division to be Northernised. They 
understand us bet ter and they know exactly what we 
want . 

As I have said before I know the Ministry is 
doing good work for us and I pray God to guide the 
Minister in all his ways. With these few remarks 
I beg to su:pporto 

MR. SPEAKER. I am rather inclined to think that 
normally we do not deba te the gener al policy during 

t he considerat i on of t he supplementary appropr i ation , 
but if you l ike tha t I cannot s t op you . But t he 
pr act ice is that what is p r ov i ded i n the e s timate i s 
what we shou l d t a l k ab out here . I want a guidance 
from t he Members a s to whether we should debate the 
general policy. I do not want t o stop Member s from 
speaking . (HON. MEMBERS : Assent.) So we shall just 
stick to the normal routine that is we shall only t alk 
on the provision of the supplementary estimates. 

MR . ISAAC SHAAHU. I want to ask the Ministerof 
'Educa tion • •••••• •• ( MR. SPEAKER : 1 cannot allow you 
to say anything on this.) 

ME · SHA.Alill. - . I just want to say one or t wo things. 

MR . SPR~R. I hope it won't be long. 

MR . SHA.cJIU, No, it is .very short Sir. I just want 
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to ask the Minister of Education, now that we have 
Primary School Leavers, will it not be possible to 
make classes in our institutions such as Teacher 
Tra ining Colleges and Secondary Schools double-streamed? 
This is just what I want to ask. If we can double
stream these institutions we shall reduce the number of 
Primary School Leavers who roam about in the streets 
looking for jobs . 

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION (Alhaji the Hon, Isa Kaita, 
Wazirin Katsina ): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I am very grate
ful to members who have spoken on the various points 
concerning my Ministry. The hon. Mr. Uhe s aid in this 
hon. House tha t there is discrimination in schools in 

_his Province. Mr. Chairman, Sir, I see no discrimina
t i on 1nadmit t]:ii'g""pupirs"'i'r i:5iif"'t he -Provine e to the 
institutions in their :province . Children of the 
Province are suppose to go to the institutions which 
are established to serve the Province. I see no 
reason why a Secondary School should be built exclu
sively for the use of the Idomas and the Tivs alone 
and the Idoma s should not be allowed admission in such 
an ins titution wherea s t he school is meant for the 
Province . I therefore s ee no discrimination in allow
ing :pupils from Idoma to be admitted in the institu
tions which belong to the whole Province. If they 
number t wenty or thirty they can all be admitted i n 
one class . 

Honourable Mr . Afolayan r a ised the ~ues t ion 
of grant to Boarding Primary Schools. Well , this 
gr ant is being progressively reduced and by 1965 i t 
would stop altogether and these schools will either 
be turned i n t o Teacher Training Colleges or Secondary 
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Schools. We have already started this . 

Honourable Mr. Shaahuspoke about double-streaming 
of classes in Seconda ry School s and Teacher Tra ining 
Colleges. This is our present policy. We are double
streaming Secondary Schools ·and Teacher Tra ining Col
leges as far as we c an and as f ar as funds are avail
able. Mr. Chairman, Sir , I beg to support . 

~uestion proPosed that the sum of £9,920 be appro
priated for the serv.ices of Head 235 Mini s try of 
Education - agreed to. · · · 

MR. SPEAKER. 
something? 

Is there anybody who wants to say 

ALHAJI IBRAHI M I MAM, Yes, Mr. ChairmanG I want to 
ask the Minister of Finance on Sub-heads 49 and 51 
items one and two. Vr.hat is the difference between 
the Senior Tax Officer and the Higher Tax Officer? 
I have seen in the estimates that one is designated 
Senior Tax Officer and the other one Higher Tax Officer. 
I want to know the difference between them. 

MI NISTER OF FINANCE: These are mere titles. 

ALHA.JI IBRAHIM I MAM: I think these are wrong. I 
would have suggested that the first be designated 
Principal Tax Officer and the other one be designated 
Senior Tax Officer. 

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE: If you say Principal Tax 
- o:rficer~.tha t ~will .:be-""a_:£rQ1lJ?AP2..S._t -~ut i !!_ this case 

a Senior Tax OITicer is just an eq_Uivalent ""to'""'the ·= ==="'·'--=-'--""'~ 
post of Chief Clerk. 

Question again prouosed - Tha t the sum ureyiouslY 
voted for Head 237 - Ministry of Finance - be increa
sed by £9 . 825 - agreed to, 

HE.AD 238 - COMMON CHARGES 

HEAD 243 ~ MI NISTRY OF HEALTH, 

M. MUHAMMED NURA ALKALI (Tudun Wada Kino): In 
supporting this Bill before the House, I have 
something to say and I hope that the hon, Minister 
of Health will put his eyes closely and do something 
helpful, 

Mr. Chairman, Sir, since the Government took 
over the Kano City Hospital in July this year , 
foll owing the Muffett inq_uiry report, the people of 
Kano are really happy with the Government notice of 
1st J ul y 1963 that there is no more fees t o be pa id 
at the Hospital. But now there is 5/- Ambulance 
fees being paid, while the Kano Native Authority 
never collected such amount when the Hoso ital was 
under her control, -

Secondly, Sir, the people are really against 
closi:ng Private Wards which a~e :used_ for very 
im) ortant personalities·; District Heads , etc.' Oh 
this, Sir, I will again appeal to the Minister for 
re-opening these Private Wards as they were before. 
Thirdly, Sir, I am also appealing to the hon. Minister 
to warn two Specialist at . the same Hospital to stop 
Private Practice to some Lebaneese and Syrians in 
the Hospital during duty hours, leaving the other 
pa tients in sickness up to so many hours without 
treatment which is really resulting in f ailure t o 
treat some of the patient s in time, which c auses 
heavy trouble for them, and the Hospital itself 
has been established for their o\vn benefit . 

(~ffi. CHAIRMAN: This is a general a llegation which we 
always hear during a general debate about private 
practice, I have always tried to rule such a lle
gation on point of order . Unless you have any 
specific point in view, you should not make a 
general allegation); !Thank you Mr. Cha irman , I 
know that the Hospital ha s been established for the 
benefit of the people of Kano and I am a Member for 
Kano, therefore I have to say something about the 
Hospital. In~c·onclusion;-Sir ;- -I "hope that the hon , 
Minister of Health will do something on these three 
points, because I can remember that during the last 
Session when I spoke about something which wa s 
goffing on in that Hospital, the hon, the forme r 
Minister of Health told me tha t this Hospital is 
under Native Authority's control but now the 
controller is the Government, With the se, Sir, I 
beg to take my seat. (applause). 

MR. I .M. LAW_~I; (Igbirra North West): Mr. Chairnan, 
Sir , in supporting this Bill, I wish to say something 
about the Okene hospital, At the moment some of the 
staff there are not all that q_ua lified to meet the 
demand of the people w~o go to the hospital, On t he 
other hand the pospital itself is under-staffed, 
I know that the Government ' is doing a lot in 
recruiting more q_ualified staff to fill the vacant 
?ost in the hospitals. 
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I. M. LAW.41H (I gbirra ) Ilr . Chairman, Sir , this i s 
a ver y critica l pl"obl em. We get p l en ty of f'ood in 
any given area but our ~eople h ave not got the i dea 
of' what kind of' f'ood suits them and they don't know 
that kind of' f'ood they would eat. .And they don 

1 
t _ 

·what kind 6'f' f'ood to mi x t o made up their diet which 
is required by the body. Though I made this remark, 
when I was speakJ.ng ·on the ranis try .of' Agriculture, 
but, I f'eel th'l.t both of' them are concrerned in this 
asuect of' the lif'e of' the people of' Northern Nigeria. 
I ·-v,a:·s: jil'st appealling to whichever llin:j.stry _ i ~, .. mo s t . 
app ropri a te to deal with this aspect of' the mat,ie:i' ·· 
to improve the diet of' our people. Vii th these f'ew 
remarks, Mr. Chairman, I beg to support. 

MALLAM IBRAHIM MUSA (Igala South-West): Mr. Chairman, 
Sir, in f'act I would be the f'irst person to support 
this Supplementary estimates under the !Jinistry of' 
Health. We all kno w that health is wealth and the 
most essential. We cannot do anything without health 
if' a person is a millonaire and he has no health he 
cannot enjoy his richness. Mr. Chai rman, !PY f'ew ob-
s e rvations under thi s Head are -;ro7r requests to the 
Mini stel' about the construction of' a Health Centre in 
the Dek ina a rea. During the last Budget Session in 
this hon. House, there was a great promise that a 
Health Centre would be constructed f'or the entire 
peo? le of' the Igala Division, but up till the present 
time, nothing has been heard f'rom the Regional Govern
ment ~ As I always say in this hon. House the distance 
f'rom the General Hospital at Idah and the Divisional 

. Headquarters at Dekina is 64 miles away. There is no 
'""~ert·ei'rtlty-centre=and there "'is .no -Heal th =-Cent~ ...... ~-nll"""" .... ____ _,'""'" 

when pregnant women come to deliver some of' them die 
because there is no Hospital- near by • .And this, you 
kJ1ow, is a big problem. Even, we members, f'rom I gala 
Division as a whole are accused by our people who use 
to say 11We are old Parliamentarians" and they describe 
us as such; but say tha t we do not bring their complaints 
b ef'ore the Regional Government. I am a:CJpea lling to the 
.Minister to see tl;J.at our r equests are carried out by 
the Regional Government, esp ecially on the comraction 
of' the/ Health Centre. I said it in this House several 
times and I would like the Minister to h ave sympathy 
up on these people living in our area. .Mr. Chairman, 
f'rom Idah to I gala is very f'ar, about 95 miles and it 
is very difficult f'or anyone to reach the Hospital 

·because thePe is no ambulance f'or the sick people. 
So I pray that the Regional Government would provide 
ambulance f'or carrying sick people 6f' our area and the 
Minister to h ave sympathy on our peop l e f'or the const
ruc tion of' Health Centre. Also I \'rant the J;.! inster of' 

Health to tour I gala Division to s ee a ctually what i s 
haJ_Jpening to the s e classes of' peop l e. 

My s econd p oint is conc erning I dah Gene:"al 
Hospital. The staf'f' there a r e do i ng their possib le 
best. 

(r.m. CHAIREAN: I am sorry to in~ erru:9t the hnn . Member. 
We are dealing with tile sum provided in the Estimates. 
There is nothing about the Idah General Hospita l ther e, 
unless it is a question o r you ·want something to .be 
done· speCif'ically on tb,e I c1ah General Ho s-J_J i i;<?,l but -not . 
~o be deuated then it is alright.) 

Mr. Chairman, well , with the se f'ew remarks, I support 
the Bill. 

MR. H.U. UYEH: . Mr. Cha irman, I know the Minister is 
a new man in thi s Ministry, but I would draw his att en
tion 1D wha t h ad happened some months a go or l ast year. 
Mr. Chairman, I c an r emember that l ast y ear there was 
a team sent out fu innoculat e aga ins t tuberculosis. 
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It was sta rted here in Kaduna and went out to province s . 
In our p rovince, they spent a weelc and came baclc. I 
do not lmow wh ether they were ca ll ed back or whether 
they h ave r eported their work to the l.lini ster , or 
whe:hher they h a ve f'inished' eradication of' tuberaulo s is 
in t he whol e Region. If' not so, they should h ave gone 
back to the Provinces to continue the job. I kno w 
the Minister would be able to tell us about their report 
or. :lie may s end them back to continue the work. Mr. 
Cha irman, another thing i s about the Kunav General 
Ho sp i ta l (HR . CHAIR!!At\f; _I a m sorry that is n ot here 
in ;...:the e_st_imfl..t. .e~~ow.b e:f.o~_the .. Hq_use). , __ 
I am just going to mak·e some remarks tha t is about the 
grants which were wi thdravm sometine ago; but now h ave 
been returned. We are gr ateful to the Minister :E'or 
returning the grants . But still the grant is not 
suf'i'icient f'or Gboko and Kunav Hospital:<;. It is not 
big enough :E'or Gboko and Kunav and I understand that 
the Federal Republic of' Germany is going to help the 
Northern Region by providing funds f'or building ten 
Hospitals. I app e a l to t he Minister to consider Gboko 
being one of the Hospitals to be built. I think t he 
rJinister concerned would take note of' my remarks. 

THE MI NISTER OF HEALTH (Alhaji the hon. Ahman Fatika, 
Sarkin Fadan Zazzau): 

. . j 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, 

The Hon. Minister of Finance had o.l Pcady c a tigo '
rically ex:olained in his speech t hat one i tern of' nearly 
£15,000 i s f'or continuing the ':/estern Sokoto mass 
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mal a ria Campaign , and re~resents the expendimure or 
the balance of a grant a lready received from the 
Federal Government. All of the remainder oft he 
a dd i tional provision sho·.m under this Head, a rise s 
from t h e transfer to Ge:vernment of t he former Native 
Authority Ho spita l s in ::>okoto and Kano, 

The Solmto Hosp ital was t aken over by Government 
on the 1st April 1963 and the Kano Hospital on the 
1st of July 1963.: 
The inon ey hitherto Sir, spent by these 2 vast Native 
Authorit;i:es on the running ofihe 2 Hospitals could 

· thus he diverted to the erection of more N .A. Dispen
s a ries in the Rural areas of their j uri sdiction. 

Turnlng to the points r a i sed by the hon. member, 
Mallam Nura Alkali, about the closure of Private 
wards I can now assure him tha t tha t will be enquired 
~n~o ~nd as far as Private Practice is concerned, this 
is allowed after off ic.e hours. Mal l am La wan , said 
something about the staff, well, traine d staff will 
be poste d the re but shoul d be gr a dua lly. Now the 
question of health propaganda unit, this is being 
es t ablishe d. The hon. member from Dekina said some
thi ng about the crea tion of Health Centre at Dekina . 
We ll , this will be built a s soon as funds are a vailab l e 
and further more, I ha ve already given him appoint
ment to come and see me i n my off'ice on Monday, So 
f a r as I know, t hese are the only relevant points 
which need my r epl y. (Applause) , 

MR. SPEAKER: Now the question I ha ve to put is that 
of Usman which vm s previously quote d for Head 243 ~ 
Ministry of Heal th b e ing increased by £126,310. 

__,._.~ 

MR. H.U. UYEH ( Kunav): Mr. Speak,S)r, "'Si·r ;-':Cbeg to 
r a ise this important Motion - on this Ministry. I am 
happ~the -Mirfi.s t r y of Information and the hon. Premier 

---~--were on tour of Tiv Division and I am sure they will 
agr ee iidth the se points tha t I am going to r a ise. 
There is an inc r eased need for a Rest House. The 
Minister himself knows tha t the ac commo dation there 
is not sufficient and it is b e cause we ha ve not got 
the Re s t Hous e and a s such I beg to pray to see to 
it that Gboko mus t have Rest House in a very short 

. time. My second point is that, Sir, Now tha t 
Nigeria is becoming a Republic, it i s high time tha t 
the Minister should conside r establishing a broad
ca sting House in Benue Province so tha t all thing s 
tha t a re done in that Province should b e sent to· that 
Broadcasting House. And that will enable the people 
to know that is going on in tha t Province, 

- -

. to the agree-
uf attent:LO~cl r estrict 

~· SPEAKER: May I draW {~:;~ t -you 
51?-0~on 0 e ing ).a id, 

ment made in this House tlle vrov:~.s 
your observa tion s onlY o~ 61 and 65· 
I f you look at the itmeS voint, the t O anotner ttention of tr:-e 

MR. H. U. UYBH: TUrning a.-raw tneb~ ·cation in tb.:LS 
Pressmen, I would like to ~ tne vu 0~ ~· The onlY 
Minister to the Pressmen. 

0 j. B~tlY f. e~ia is to saY 
Region which is not suff:Lc ftn",-rn :~. g anC- such . i s 
lJUblication nov/ h e ar iP. ~o v f 'bY ?>uc~ times 'bUt the 
that· the I.1inis t er i s on t~ed severs. ne;r tnem over 

6\ -

heard and it can 'b e r ev e@. 111e never 
other things tha t a re dO~e the radio. . ) . ' \fb:Y are you ~· Nas:~.r · ubject ma tter. 

MINISTER OF JUSTICE (Alb.gjj. j.S not tll8 s 
a t tacking the 9re ss. ThiS (A1l1llause). 1 uoint now . you) p.ot ).ega ~ ters (A1l1ll au s e • 

MR. H. U. UYSH: But it i E'\o 1 egJ.l ma" r_rn.ursdaY a.ur i n g 
b e tte r wait unti l y:e come J- 6 ct was on embers from 
The i n s t ance I could r e co'.l- so ~an\ ~1~in.gs in tn e . 
the l as t mee ting I rememb6~11lgor "ar:- 1; 0 t r1i ng i s s a :Ld. 
Kano, Solw to s a id s o man Y J. t11e a :Lr the pressmen a re 
House but v1hen it came oV' :;; f' ,e th8. t t e lY a ntl. tne . w accura " e 
about them and 1. t s eems t O p er-e . sl~ould b e c,on 
not r e cording wh a t i s s a iO. 11.9-t tl>:Ll1 i!?~ e to r a i s e 
Minis t e r should see to i t t ;: wf~l 1

:1; ~ t nis Hous e is 
to i m')rOV8 t he situa tion. :::;J-fl.tJ..On 1.n 1-Ar• Chairman , 
another ~oint tna t the trB-PtcientlY • n~t done correctly and suff ~o add · S :~.r, I have nothi ng so ~....-::: · se to tnank tne ----~ ------ . r rJ.. good work of 
M. KA.BIR: Mr. Cha irman, si:C ~v.se of ~h\~.egion and with 
Minis t e r of Information b ee e t~ th~Sn:o.ing to a.o. 
the Hinis try tha t b.e h a s a.o~ 9e J..S 1l ~ and with tne 
those that is d oi ng , and t 1J. a-oa's ~e t~ts Regi on n ave 
There is no doubt tha t wi tP o9).e 

0 
·. 0 n al Govern-

helO of thiS Minist"Y the ge ~ th6 ~e~i;;_s , "" • Chairman, 
unde r s tood th e good work tP.~e-'\.l.se ~ la"ol<: more :~.nto 
ment is doing for them . J3B 9 11-oul . on 'because 
I ONY the Minister that h<O' this Re'\_t,;_nS in this. 
a 'bout the adult education J.p 0 ortant l of thiS Reg:~. on 
adult educ a tion i s a ve ry t~e 1? 60~e j.S no aoubt . 
Region; b e ca use if mo ,:; t of , -t;. B ! th~:~e!'daY ' s -pred.:~.ca-
a r e not able to r es.d and vrr:':J.- e J.n Y d r colonial 
tha t up till now we should 1? -v,er6 ~-~ -few remark, 

\ 

ment tha t is the s ame as we -..t.Jttb. :L 
powers. Mr. Cha irman, Sir, I withdraw my amendments. . . I b!'anim Bi UJ ~ ( ;J.h.~ J:L n.e voints r a i sed 

THE MINIST i;;R OF I NFORMATIOI'l: ,-::; a. W:L th t 
-- ..::;;.,..- - t;:;./ 

I am v e ry !2Y "' t(:;fnl G.n o. :91e:J. '..:? 

-
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by the hon. l.Ie mb er !.lr. Uyeh that the fir s t Res t 
House should be built in GlJ ol~o, a b r oadca sting house 
a t l.:akurdi and th irdly he went on to sa y I should 
cover the proceedings of the House correctly. He 
should not that Rest Houses a re not built for the 
local people only but they are made for :foreign 
investors, visitors and Goverrunent Officials in ari 
area where nec essar y . Gboko is not an important · 
centre for such people who invest money and I am 
very .sorry to say tha t this question does not !:!-rise 
but when the need arises, it wil l be considered amoltg 
ethe-r Ca t e ring Res.t Houses needed·; ·.'I:f I am· to . · -
comment on a broadcast ing, the hon. Member does not 
know what is meant by the broadcasting house, and if 
he does, it i s o.ui te surpris ing why he should re quire 
another broadcas ting house to be built in his Province 
because we have a broadcasting house in Kaduna and 
250 K'!/T which is almost the larges t in the whole of 
',Vest Africa. And if I should go back to what he said 
about translators in this House, it a bit i r respon
sible and uncalled for. 

The Ministry of Information of Northern Nigeria 
is the b est throughout the Federation of Ni geria. I 
would like to thanl\: the han. M. !.1oh. Kabir Kano for 
the goo d remarks he made about my 1Iinistry. I would 
a lso like to inform the Hous e tha t my Uinistry is doing 
everything possible to enlighten, to educa te and 
keep the members of the publ ic well informed of 

, Government Activities. 

Sir, I am ve r y sorry to say that the hon. Member 
is out of the picture. He appears to be completely 

,._---._i gnorant .~Ve "'sent~releas es nWhich ~· covers .. not=only ·-==., . ..,..,~~'~,;~" 
Kaduna, but every part of Northe rn Ni geria. Thes.e 
Informa tion Centres send in to Kaduna informa tions, 
actions, ce remonies and any othe r important events, 
It means he does not even listen to r adio, he does 
not even ca re to say anything. This is a ve ry 
irresponsible __ sta tement, because I :feel that hon. 
Members shou ld be honest. Coming back to my friend, 
Mr. Uyeh, about the Public Enlightenment Centre in 
Tiv, I have to tell him that we ha ve l e ft no stone 
unturned in trying to enlighten the masses of Northern 
Ni geria . I am gl ad to inform han . J.iembers tha t the 
Northe rn Ni geria Information Service is the best in 
the Fede r a tion of Ni geria. (Loud Applause.) 

Question put and agreed t o. 

MR . CI-L.URMAN: Head 250 - Ministry for Local Government. 

MR . ABOGEDE( I gal a :Ga s t): Sir, wha t I have to say 

is a bout the Instructors in the Provinces that are 
posted to train out Nat ive Authority accounting staff' . 
This section of the l'.l inistry has been trying a lo t 
to bring up the Native Author ity accounting efficiency 
and their. work is well appreciated. (Inte rruptions) ••• 

MR. CHAIR!~: I 'want to remind han Members about the 
ruling that we have mad~ ~reviously. 

MR. ABOGEDE: Yes, Sir, . if I am not wrong, I thought 
that training schemes come under the Provincial 

' Instr:Uctors who train out Nati ve Authority sta :ff' in 
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the Provinces. If that is so, then it is appropriate 
:for me to comment on the work done by these instructors. 
V/hat I want to say is that these Instructors train 
the Native Authorities staff in accounting and other 
office work and those who nroved well ha ve further 
oppor tunity to be sent to a higher training institu
tion in the Region. I thought by doing this v;e shall 
be bringing our Native Aut hority staff into efficiency 
in the line of accounting their revenues. But when 
some of these Instructors compare their educat ion and 
training with the other staff of the Government, 
they some times :feel like l eaving the Ministry . They 
feel tha t the dignity attached to tha t post compar ed 
with their educati on and training will gi ve them a . 
chance for promotion if they we r e allowe d to work lA\. 
othe r Minis try. So I am apgealing to the Hini ster 
concerne d to consider the importance of this training 
scheme. He should try to, make better the position 
of these staff; for we al l rely more on them as 
Na tive Authority staff and Government staff' work 
hand in hand. \'·lith these few r emarks, I b e g to SUQ.QOrt 
.the~Head, ,... -. --==---"""'""""=' 

MI NI STlm FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT (A.lha ji the hon. Sule 
Gaya): Iilr. Chairman, in replying to one point rai sed 
by the hon. Member for Igala , he ha s asked for better 
conditions of service for these Ins tructors. \i'e ll , 
I would like to exglain to him that th ese Instructo r s 
seem to be seconded from the Native Authori t i es, but 
now the re i s change of policy in my Einis t r y whereby 
t hese Ins true tors n ill be absor bed. i n to the part 
and parcel o:f the l1iini s try in the future. So this 
req_uest will be met. As f or giving them high er 
training, well as soon as opporttmity a ri ses, they 
will be g i ven chance according to the ir merit . 

Que s tion aga in proposed. 
~uestion put an d agr eed to. 

Q~estion put and agreeq t o . 
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Bill reported without amendment; read the third tim~ 
a.nd passed. 

SUPPLEMENTARY CAPITAL ESTIMATES 

THE MINISTER OF FI NANCE (Alha j i the hon. Aliyu, 
Makaman Bida) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to move the 
MQtion standing in my name on the Order Paper. The 
a~ount o~ additional expenditure shown in the Motion 
is three hundred and thirty thousand and seventy 
t wo pounds. I~ savings quoted on some o~ the Heads 

.. s:b.own,, and a reimbursement -O~ s ome ~xp~pdit;ur~ - by ... 
the American aid agency are taken into account, the 
net additional expenditure is only about sixty six 
thousand pounds as I said in my speech on the Supple-
mentary Budget._ · 

Sir, I beg to move. 

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION (Alhaji the hon. Isa Kaita, 
O.B.E., Wazirin Katsina)_: Sir I beg to second. 

Question proposed . 

AIJiAJI IBRAHIM IMAM: As there are no expend! ture 
under the Heads 271,273 , 274 and 287 is there any 
reason ~or showing: them here? Is there any legal 
i mplications? 

THE MI NISTER OF FINANCE: The reason ~or showing these 
is that they are already shown iri the Estimates. It 
is legal. 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER_: ~~ ,qu~tt_op I_ha'[~-t~o "p£._opos.,e . - -~-... ~__.. ; 
ls that this House authorises the expenditure :from ·-· ' 
the Capital Development Fund o~ an amount not exceding 
£330,072 ~or the several services required under · 
the ~ollowing Heads, details o~ which are set out in 
the First Supplementary Estimates o~ Northern Nigeria, 
1963-64, which have been laid be~ore this House:-

Head 271 - Roads Development 
Head 273 - Urban Water Supplies 
Head 274 - Buildings: Agriculture 
Head 276 -Buildings: Education 45,793 
Head 277 - Buildings: Health 2,996 
Head 278 - Buildings: Social Wel. & Co-ops96,300 
Head 280 - Buildings; Administration 2.832 
Head 282 - Buildings: Internal A~~airs 3,974 
Head 284 - Buildings: Forestry 650 
Head. 287 - Other Capital Expenditure: 

Ministry o~ Agriculture 110,680 

Head 287 - Other Capi~al Expenditure: 
Ministry of' Animal and Fores t 
Resources (Livest ock Branch) . 

Head 289 - Other Cap i t al Expenditure : 
Ministry o~ Trade and Industry 50, 000 

Head 291 - Other Capital Expenditure : 
Ministr y o~ Health. 16,847 

£ 330,072 
Total *'*'*======= 

·_ Re'sol ved; : ·That this Hous e authoris_es the expend iture 
:from the Capital Development Fund o~ an amount not 
exceeding £330,072 ~or the several services required 
under the f'ollowing Heads, details of' which are set 
out in the First Supplementary. Estimates o~ Northern 
Nigeria, 1963-64, which have been laid be~ore this 
House:-

Head 271 - Roads Development 
Head 273 - Urban Water Supplies 
Head 274 - Buildings: Agriculture 
Head 276 - Buildings: Educa tion 45,793 
Head 277 - Buildigns : Health 2,996 
Head 278 - Buildings: Social Welf'are 

and Co-opera tives 96 ,300 
Head 280 - Buildings: Administration 2,832 
Head 282 - Buildings: Internal Af'f'airs 3,974 
Head 284 - Buildings: Forestry 650 
Head 286 - Other Capital Expenditure: 

Ministry of' Agriculture 110,680 
Head 287 - Other Capital Expenditure: 

Ministry .of' Animal and 
ores~~Re&P_~~c~s_(Livestock 

Branch) 
Head 289 - Other Capital Expenditure: 

Ministry of' Trade and 
Industry 50,000 

Head 291 - Other Capital Expenditure: 
Ministry of' Health 16,847 

Total . . . . .. . .. ... -£~~~!~I§= 

PERSONAL TAX 

MI NI STER OF FINANCE; (Alha ji the h on. Aliyu, C. M.G., 
Makaman _Bida) Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to move that 
the Bill entitled the Pers onal Tax (Amendment No .2) 
Law , 1963, be re ad a second time . This Bill is 
de s i gned t o make some minor amendments to the secti ons 
of' l ast year's mai n Personal Tax Law whi ch deal v1i th. 

j 
65 



66 

\ personal income tax appeals. The need t o make these 
ch:.mg es becarne apparent when we drew up detailed 
procedural rul es for u se by the Central T8.X Appeals 
Board and the various provincial Tax Appeals Committees 
Before I outline the main provisions of this Bill, Sir, 
~embers may wish to hear .something more about t .he · 
~ppeals bodies. In each Prov~nce, and also in Kaduna 
,its elf, provincial tax ·appeals commit tees are about to 
be set · up • . M.embers will appreciate that these Committ ees 
are :Precisely what their title 'states that they bear 
no relation to the old N. A. assessment Committees. ':(:'he . 
Chairmen and members of these committees will be 
nominated by me, as provided in the Law, ru1d then 
notified in the Gazette. The Chairmen will in each 

... 
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;,LHA,JI S).LIHU N.A1CAliTDE: (Jos Cen Lr al) (Rausa) Mr. :~cpeaker 
Sir,- in suppoting the mot ion brought before the House b y 
the hon. Minister of Fin.ance, I W!JUld like to comment on 
the Personal Tax Law. Mr. Speaker, Sir, this i s something 
the. Government wants to gain mor~ money for the develop
ment of the country. Bui Mr. t)peelcer, vrhat is happeni ng 
i n the Nor~hern Region now; the tax b eing assessed on 
people is bey ond their own income. "Svery person in the 

··Nort~·; is t hinlcing ·for the ·way ··'j.n vihich .: h e ·· get s ··his ··· 
money for the tax assessed on him. He struggled through 
the resources in his fsrm so that he ge t s, ssy, at l east 
£200 or £300 to buy a lorry. La·~er on he tr i e s his best 

~uestion pronosed. 

to pay for the insurrsnce, v:r ich also costs about £100 
or s o. He then goe s to the Licensing office to l i cence 
his lorry. If he get s t his money by way of a loBil snc'! 
pay for the }.icence and i nsuranc e vhen people y:ould say 
he is rich. That is the v:ey i n v:hich t. ax is a:o."'essed 
a th r~ mC'r:l'cnt. The ne ople ar e bfl:ing asses s ed h eavilY 
~d they are being l ooked upon as rich people i f they 
h ave u p to £200 or £300 to be ~Jle to purchase snything 
r easonable . Those that are rich people v.·ho r eally have 
sufficient money to pay are not being assessed heavily. 

Turning to the B' . In Kano province, for i nstance, taxes being heavilY 
s e s are in teded. Fi ~ i

1 1 
t s elf , Sir, t"" veri ous cl imposed on people who have not got the means to pay, 

of provincial T ' rs Y to mru<e it olear that C au- whereas rich people are left out . The iiliterate people 
Tax Appeals B ax Appeals committees en d the C ~airmen are b e ing assessed heav ily, I suggest that a Committee 
t i ve commit t e~::"d are t hems elves members of th:n 'r al be appointed to assist the llli t era t e people where by they 

case be the Provincial Commissioner concerned. The 
Members up to ten per Committee, will be dra~~ from 
cit i zens of the Province outside Government or N . .e.. · 
service, chosen for their personal '}UEtlitHls and abili
ties alon~ without reference to race, colour or creed
or political affinities . The lists of member will be 
published l ater this month. The commit tees will proba
bly hold their f irst meetings in the second half of 
November. I am grateful to the gentlemen in all walks 
of life who h ave agre ed to serve their country in this 
way. 

and voting re _or Board; secondly, to provid respec- willbe able to declare what they have r ather than been 
Committee andq~~rements for provincial tax a eequorum left to sugfer heavy and inaccurate assessment . The 
to provide fo t~ Cen;ral Tax Appeal Board· lK · "~~ Assessment Committee does not tW<e into consideration 

- t"" ..Cnmmiasi'O;;Olr · "-~1-~~~ra~ol ~of"""'Y"'Pending-;r, "'' . ~~-'~ whether . a .petHioner .. -he~creditnr c<>r the hire pur-
the hearing as to"',;~ ax-payer reach ,.reement ~pia s 1f chase compBOY is the creditor or whether wh at the Bank 
to assure that the e amount of tax charge able· e ore . owes the person or what the person owed the Bank ·before 
any assesoment shal~urden of proving excessive~e;our}hly ' asse~sing the person. If the person has money elsewhere 
before the cent r 

1 

t be on the taxpayer in an s ~ ' he w1ll be assessed. But people h ere ore struggling for 
the provincial t a ax appeals Board, just as ~P~ e a their dailY bread, and they are the people who are be ing 
require the var·ax appeals bod1es committees· a~ or~ assessed heavily . I r you hav e a child outside Nigeria ~ount of MY a~~~ts _ tax appeals bodies to sp ~cifsotho you will be requi r ed to pay heavy tax also (interruption) 

f1nall 1 lonal assessment kh Y e 
by th y, to eliminate reservation / ey may order; and DEPUTY sPEM<ER' Members are requested to keep their 
out e_ H

1

gh Court for the Feder 

1 
~ ouest1ons of law observat1on to the amendment inserted in tA• a Bill and 

Fed ho~ever affecting the rioh•: /preme Court , with- not to mru<e general observation on the policY of the 
era Supreme Court confer~e~ b~ t appgal to the principal Law at t his moment , 

M 

8 

Y he onst1tution r' pe ru<er Sir, I beg t 

0 

move • ALHAJI SALIHU NAlU\NDE ' Thank you Mr. Deputy Speaker , 
MI NISTER OF JUSTI ( • '· · ,~ I am talking on what is in front C?f me and therefore 

!.!r. s '"' CE' Alhaj i the hon Muh . ~ • · ~· • this is something to be remedied. 

pe er, Sir I beg t · ammadu Nasir) 
' o second · 

• ~ MR. DEPUTY sPEAKER' You have not abide to my r>ling. 

.ALHAJI S.!lJ~I11lJ N./.\:K.Al\fDE: 
Thanlc you very much Mr. Deputy 



~er . I am talking on the Committee th8t has to 
~ormed. For example, i~ a man has a capit al o~ 

,j ,OOO and i~ he gets a loan o~ £3 ,000 then he will 
go to the Hire Purchase Company to ouy his Lorry,the · 
Bank will. ge t a lot o~ interest on this money ~rom him 

1 as .commission, out the committee o~ assessment would 
only assess him o~ this£3,000. This is something 
irregular and mustoe remedied. I .hope the Minister 
will look into this complaint and investigate into 
the matter. With these ~ew points, I oeg to support 
the motion. · . ·.~,.~:..: ·:::;. -· 

MR. J. U. UYEH: Mr. Speaker Sir, on several occasions 
I have said ~rom this side o~ the House that the ~ues
tion o~ . personal Tax is beyond Party Politics and it is 
earnest desire to see that Taxes are~paid. In my 
Division, where I carne fiom, the question o~ assessment 
is worrying the people as the hon. member, the last 
speaker, has just rightly s aid. I wish to draw the 
attent ion o~ this House to the ~act tha t when the 
people come to ask you about assessment they will put 
the ~ollowing ~uestions - 'How many wives h ave you? I 
!iJ:ciw many animals have you? I know, Mr. Spe&ker Sir, 
tha t majority o~ the people have more than ~ive wives 
and they are so he avily assessed (Interruption) Because 
I h ave ~ive wives, i~ that is the case, I think . 
majority o~ the hon. Ministers and Members o~ this House 
h ave more or less than ~ive wives. I think that hon. 
Members in this House should oe assessed heavily. 

I would like to a ssociate myse l~ with the points 
moved oy my other ~riend that a Tro: Committee should 

..,..,.,...:c-o~ ~.EPP.9_:ln:!;.;_d-=and ...\llfhich should oe ·a non=-political ~oody~--== 
.. These people should a l so oe very int elligent who should 
know the people to oe t axed heavily. Mr. Chairmfu~ , 
presently, those people assessing pe ople are political 
maneuverers and they are always out to see that one's 
prope ty is sold ~or them to ouy. It is my e arnest de
sire that this Committee should oe non-political and 
novr that the post o~ the Provincial Commissioners has 
o een e stablishe d, they should help to see tha t the way 
of' a ssessing t ax on people are accurate. With these 
~ew remarks I oeg to support. 

MR. ISAAC SH.AAH!J(G.S:. Tiev): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I ri$. 
to apeak on this Bill. We are all aware that no Gov
ernment can do without money and we must get the money . 
from .the tax-payers. fNobody can work without finance 
and as such, ~ikewise the Government, the Government 
cannot work without money. But there is something thal 
is worring us in various places and that is in connec
tion with the assessment being done to taxpayers. I 

know we need taxpayers to be properly assessed and to 
bring revenue to the Government • . So what should be 
done is that a Committee should be set up to know 
who should be assessed heavily and these people on 

69 

the ~mmittee should be very intelligent people e nd not 
·politicians. Mr. Chairman, already what is happening 
is that you will see that a farmer is being assessed 
about £6 and his actual income is not up to that amount. 
Therefore, I would 1~ the Minister to establish thia 
Committee and the people who are really very inte11i
gep.~ .. ~. ~~o. ,know wha. t is worring the commonman' iii' the 
street and who know how difficult it is for them to 
get mone,v. Some of' these poor people have no means 
of' livelihood but still yet they are being taxed and 
if' they fail to pay, they are imprisoned. Twlmt;r years 
ago a poor man would onl;r be t axed less 10/- but if' 
he has been taxed heavily, he could not pay the tax 
and such the government is loosing. Mr~ Chairman, s:Lr. 
I hope the bon. Minister would take this into consider... 
at ion. 

ALHAJI Y1JSUFU BAYERO (Sumaila) : Mr. Chairman, Sir, 
I rise in order to express my grat.i tude to the Minister. 
Because this new way of' assessing tax will bring a · 
helpf'ul way of' living and it would be e a sier to collect 
the taxes and it would wipe out the di~~iculty o~ paying 
tax . But I would like to draw the attention o~ the 
Minister about the st~f' working in his Ministry who 
are on the revenue side; espe cially those stationed in 
Kane. These people do · not know their work. ·They do 
not think at all when they are assessing tax. They do 
not investigate what is right. · Theref'ore, I ~ appea
lling tothe Minister to order investiga tion1to be maae 
about tho se-rpe op le wJib"-nave- 'be"ena sse ssed-wrongly 
because his st~ do not know the incomes o~ these 
people. I am sure that those members o~ his sta~ 
are not working as they should, the f'orms they issue 
to a person to ~ill, they do not work on them, and i~ 
at all they do, they would have not assessed the tax 
on some people who would not have been assessed at all. 
Mr. Speaker, I cari give one example . of' some people who 
were rich and everyone lltri~vf, that they were rich and 
have everything, but now they h ave got nothing. 
However, they are still being a ssessed. I have knovn1 
a person who has been assessed £40 and the only things 
he has in his shop are not worth £50. This type of' 
thing Mr. Speaker, happens almost always. Formally, 
there was nothing that those peopl~ have not got, but 
now they cannot .even ~~ord their daily bread. 
There~ore, I pray that the Minister will investigate 
into this, so that this type of' people should be known 
and 1;1lso de:vise :e::.means: wliere by things may pe put in 
order. I would also suggest to the Minister to draw 

1 
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The bill a l so seeks to correct a reference in the 
First Schedule to the Wild Animals Preservation Ordi
nance which hon. Members will recall has been replaced 
and superseded by the Wild Animals Law, 1963 enacted 
ear~ier this year, so tha t that Law will now be substi
tuted in the .First Schedule for the Ordinance, 

I 

Members will agree tha t this bill is non-controver
sial, being mainly a legalistic m~asure to facilitate · 
the work of' the Law Revision Commissioner. Sir, I beg 
to move~ · 

THE MI!>l"'ISTER OF SOCIAL WELFARE .. AND CD-OPERATIVES . (.A.iha ji 
the hon. Umaru Babura, Sarkin Fulani Ja 1 idanawa): 'ltr. · 
Speaker, Sir, I ' beg to sec ondo 

Question proposed·, 

MR. SfiANTUMA LAJE (Jos North West): Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
it is now high time that nobody should be left behind 
in this our Northern Nigeria and I would therefore 
like to give some suggestions to the Minister for Local 
Government, which I believe will be of' great help to us, 

House resolved itself' into Committee 
of' the Whole House •.. 

House in Committee. 

139 

The p r esent arr.endments are 'v~imed at two things. 
First is to increase the _Qen al ties in Sections 9, 13 
and 14 of' the Ordinance . These sections imnose f i ne s 
not exceeding fifty pou· '.s, five pounds and~ f'i!'ty :po1.mds 
respectively. These r ::...1es are certainly inacieq_uate. 
Fines of' two hundred pounas, one hundred pounds· and 
five hundred pounds have beeri substituted. Secondly, 
the Ordinance as it applied in this Reg i on does not 
oblige the printe r or publisher of' a newspaper to app
oint an editor in cha r ge of' each e dition, to print 
the name and address of' such puch editor on every .copy 

· of' the newsp·aper or for such .Editor ·- to · sign a copy of' 
such a newsp aper and deposi.t it in my Office. This, 
t he honourable House W111 agree with me, i s an 
unsatisfactory situation. These defects are put ri~ht 
by Clause 4 of the amending .Bill. 

Sir, I beg to move . 

'rHE !.!DUSTER OJ!' HEALTH : ( Alhaji the hon. Ahmadu Fatika, 
Sarkin Fadan Zazzau): Sir I beg to second. 

ALHAJI RABIU: ( Babura- Garki): Mr. Speaker , Sir, I 
rise to welcome this Bill. The Newspapers are very 
i mportant i n this country, but I would lil~e to Give a 
suggest ion that vvi 11 help us. About the newsp ap er 
Gaski ya Taf'i I0Vabo, I want that they should be p rinted 
daily. Sir, we have g ot a Chairman in this Corpor·ation 
•••••• (MR. SPEi.>JlliR: I am to remi nd the_hon. Member 
that we are di scussing; about the ,pena l ty and not about 
t h e membership of' the Board of' the Newspapers) Sir, 

Bill to be reported. this fine i s something to b e welcomed, because in this " · · • · - -- _,_ ''Aj'- • c~tr~ ~e -~ve got somo: irre.,onsibl " type of . peop l e, 
· House Resumed : : · "'' am-=a.ravnng the-at -t-e-ntieR=o:f?r.the-IJ-HU-ster.-.. to lncrease 

• .,-, the f i ne.. VIi t h these few remarks, I beg to sit dovm. 

1 
.Clauses 1- 3. l}gred to. 

Bill reported without amendment read the Third time 
and passed, 

Newspaper (Ame-ndment) Law, .1963 - Order for Second 
Reaing. - RP.An · 

THE AG. MINISTER OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS: . (Alhbji Othman 
Ladan Baki): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to move that 
the "Newspapers (Amendment) Bill, 1 963" be read a 
second time. 

Bar,ely one year ago, this honourable Hou~e ·was ·• ... 
calle' d· upon to amend the Newspapers ·ordinance (Cap.148 ' 
of' the 1948 Laws). Those amendments have done . some · 
good. · · · 

. 

MALLAM 1:SA _@YBAK.4.R DABAI: · (Zuru) : Sir, I ri se to say 
that the C!ove r ninent h a s taken a wise step in i ntrodu
cing this Bill , to ask. the honourable House to pass i t. 
It is the duty of' the n ewspaper to play its own proper 
rol e in the public day to day act i v itie s of' the Govern-
ment of' the Federation. 

M.ALLAM ISA ABUB.AK.AR {Member for zuru): This Bill 
shows that the Governitlent is trying to keep an eye t o 
ensure that the newspapers perform their duties to the 
public whom they are supposed to entertain and educa te. 

. Mr~ ! Speaker Sir, the penal:tY Jmposed on newspapers for 
f'ailing to comply w'i th the "bbl:l,.gations as imposed on· 
them by this Bill is t od Sillal.l~' This is of course 
judging from· what the Government is expected to do to 
the public,' • The newspapers fail in their duties some
times and even more recently very often to discharge 
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their ~esponsibilities t o the publi c and t o the entire 
country~ We haYe seen f'or s ome time hovr some newspap e :;;-8 
do t r y to di sunite the f'o rces in the country inst ead 
of' p romot ing theme•••• (MRs SPR~: It seems as if' 
you a re dictating. Are you giving dictation? What 
we want is a speech, ' That is the whole idea behind 
simu1 teneous"translation) Some newspapers try to 
neglect their du ties to the public whom they serve. 
Some newspapers make it a habit or hobby to criticise 
our leaders in this COlJ!ltry who are tryin~ to help mas- .. .,,., .. 
ses O-f' t hi S -Country .}md', p a rt_icul-arly whb·- are responsible .. ;. · . ·' ,>· 
f'or the .Urii t y of Af'r ican count r ies and the world at large. 
It is a bad r eflection on the part of' every individual 
in this country who are t r ying to do this. Nigeria 
is regarded as a great country through-out the world. 
This has not been possible but f'or the good ef'f'orts of' 
our good leaders . ' If' our. leaders are to be encouraged 
in what they do , these people who are supposed to 
educo.te the publ ic must do everyt hing possible to 
encoura ge our leaders and not to d i scour gae them. Mr., 
Speaker Sir, it is appauling to read i n our newspapers 
what some edito rs or columnist s do to d i scourage the 
ef'f'orts made by ·our leaders . ;::e do n ot hold an op inion 
or we do not r egard our leade rs as being in a low p osi
tion . Our l eaders have been lmown throughout t he 
world, a s sincere, harcl.Yrorldn g and God f'earing 
(Appl a.u. se) Mr . Spe8lcer, <: ir, I am not app ealing to the 
n ewspapers b 1..1.t I am warni ng them. This is a t i me when 
ou r leaders a r e t rying to build a Yery m:!.ghty con t inent 
of' f, f'rica and we must do eYer y t h i ng poodbl e t o encou 
r a ge r a t h er t han t o di scoura g e them i n what they are 
doing . ':!hat is good in condemning the action of' one 
leader and praising that of' another .· I am an Hausa ~ 
you cannot change me to Tho or if' I am Yoruba you 
cannot change me to Fulani (laughter) • Our leaders 
are intellectually brilliant and s t rong. They are 
capable of' doing anything that any person can do . ' Mr. 
Speolcer Sir, I think. time has come f'or eYerybody to do 
eYer y thing he can , to encourage our leade rs so as to 
enable them to ~ut their best in the deYelopment of' 
our country ani to .put it f'orwa rd so tha t the ·:;o ~"l c1 
will know what we are doing. It is unf'air tha t our 
l e <trlers should be mistre.J.ted in what t h ey do. Mr. 
Sp eaker Sir, with thes e f'en remarks I b eg to support. 

UALLAM MAUDE SIDI A£-l:I~!.DU GY!-J:H (Memb e r f'or Jaba): Mr. 
Speaker Sir, I am Yery glad abou t this Bill which is 
entitled The neHsp apers ordinanc e o.nendment l a w, I am 
sure Mr . ' S:pe21cer Sir, anybody who is a human b eing will 
welcome thi.e Bill on wha t the newsp apers a re doing like 
our o\vn newspap er i n Northern Nigeria - Gaskiya 
Corporation. t, ••• ( 1.!,;(, SPEJI.KER: you mean Gaskiya Taf'i 
Kwabo or Gaskiya Corporation.) Thank you ~r. Speaker, 

> 
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I mean Gaski ya Taf'i Kwabo . That Gaskiya •raf'i Kwabo is 
doing its work in t he best possible manner . I am not 
onlY praising it but 1 am. su ggesting to it to do i t s 
best about anyth~ng that af'f'ects our l e aders and legi s 
lators . We ar e r easonable people and we kno\V all t hat 
hav e been happening . A l i ttle f'owl learns how t o ge t 
its f'ood f'rom it s· mother. 1 want to put a suggestion 
to those newspapers whom I knOW ver.1 well.t I don't want 
to _say anything that wou ld bring trouble because I 
understand everything. 1 want to tell t hi s House whetb,~r you be Hausa, Yoruba, Fulani or Bature (laughter). 
Everybody 1mows the beruwi!3ui'. _of th~se newsp apers to 
this region. I am ref'err ing to the Eastern newspapers. 
Those newspapers Mr. S:peo.ker try their best to bring 
disunity between our leaders . I :want to draw the 
attention of' these newspapers who try to publish lies 
in their newspapers about Northern Nigeria.' Anybody 
who is educated and who reads these newspapers especiallY 
their commentary columns would f'ind tha t all they do is 
t o t.ry and discourage our leader s in thei r ef'forts 
e speciallY the ef'f'orts made by t he :hon. Premier of 
NorthernN:lge:'ia who is t rying very !).o.r d t o b r ing 
h app i n e ss to the p eople of' the Northo' I t h i nk, Mr .. 
Spealcer tha t the s e nev1sp apers are even disc r i minating 
i n their publicity. Thi s I am af'raid will n o t b ring 
anYthi~g good to t his country and t his tyl}e of' discri
minati on should b e stopged . The r~ason why I say so 
Mr. Spenk.er , I s e e no reason · why these newspape r s 
f'rom the East i n their editorials s~Y all sor ts of' . things , 
lies of' course , tha t n eYer occurred in the region. I · 
want to say today Mr. Spealcer, that it must be rea l i sed 
that the leaders of' this r e gion ar~ not self'ish. Thi s 
is not because we are lef't behin~.' But this is because 
the Premier of' Northern Region in his untiring ef'f'orts 
is trying to bring unity in the country . In the 
Federal House we are in the majori,ty o' I see no reason 
why we shall allow the post of Presidency to go to some
bodY who is in the other region. ' -'I am a reasonable 
man.· And everything that has been done good should be 
recorded. Why did we do that and did. not give the 
President to somebody f'rom the North is because we 
want a _united Nigeria. With these f'ew remarks, I beg 

to support. · 
To run our m•m business and th2. t we ar e yery 

proud of doing so . They will praise our ovm Premier 
becaus e of' his good character, his impartiality and 
f'ear of' God. These yery small elements are always 
against our decision. That is the re ason why I say 
this is only a politic al issue. 

Mr. Speaker, what I know, I f'Ully understand 
this becau::~e when I was in the opposition I used to 
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say t hat I am also from Sokoto . We will not like 
the sout h ern· pe ople to be mak ing f al se cr i tic ism of' 
our l e aders i n this Region . We in the North are 
trying t o unite both the North and the South, but the 
Southern people are trying to disunite everybody by 
their adverse comments. Ev erybody knows the good 
character of' our hon. Premi er and they- only want to 
c aus e{ c onfusion by adversely cri tising us. _We do not 
want to go Magistrate Court because we are no t u sed 
to settling our differences in the courts. Because 
of' t his (Interruption an honourable Mem.ber _ _: ) '' ire! )_ 

· Beca'lfs·e . of' t his I sh·ohld like to warn the people 
of' the -South. The peopl e of the South think that we 
are so lazy and ·they are better than us. This only 
causes disunity in this country. The hon. Premi er 
in the North is doing everything possible to see to 
the unity of' the country. The Sout h ern nev1spapers. 
should be very caref'ul in what they say and write 
about the Premi er of' this Region. There are very 
f'ew people in the world like the Premier. But these 
elements who are responsible .. f'or publishing this 

-newspapers should stop writing nonsense which causes 
damages to the interest of' this country. With these 
f'ew remarks I beg to support. 

MR . RANAFI IDIARO: (Ilorin North): I have been 
looking forward to the time when I shall be able to . 
say something on such a Bill introduced in this . 
House. As I do not want to _prolong my speech as 
most of' what I had wanted to s ay h ad already been 
said by the previous speakers, I would like to say 
somet:b.ing about the Southern n ewsp apers. Well these 
n ewspapers no doubt are only try to disunite this 

· .........-=C..Quntry.- The -leaders ~of' "this -Gountry~are-doing 
e~erything possibl e f'or the progress of' this country, 
but the Southern newspapers always try to cause 
something to the disunity of' the country. We are · 
going to tell them that we in the North are not 
l~zy and we would not tolerate any nonsense which 
they publish about us and our l eaders. We are in 
North, we do not talk much but we have more ef'f'icient 
leaders than they do. I would like to stop there be
cause my hon. f'ri end the last speaker, h Rs covered 
the gr.ounds I .had wante·d to speak on. 

MR. H.U. DYEH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I inten~ n~t to 
speak so much on this Bill. But it seems to me 
that there is a mot1ve behind this . amendment. ~ ?:'he . 
motiye is that :there is · trouble -·it is true, it fs 
·about the newspapermen. (An hon. Member: Where is 
the trouble?) What is the main reason f'or having 
every article to be published to be signed by the 
Minister concerned? I see no need f'or this whatso-

---~-----~--._------~ 

I 

ever. lmoc.-her t h ing I would like to s a;y is that 
there is motive b ehind this . (An hon: Member : 'Nhat 
motive? ) Anot he r point I would like to raise is that 
copies of' t hese newsp apers are to be sent to the 
Minister. All these newspapers are for sale, and 
who would be responsible for the payment of' these 
papers? (An hon. Member: You). So far as I know 
there have been no articles sent to the Minister 
before they are published,· a nd now that articles are 
to go to the Minister , I am sure there are bound to 
·b e ·s ome - 't roubi e . Th e newsp apers always safeguard t h e 
right s 'o·f' the people. I f what t he nev1spapers se.Y do 
not affect you, then you ne ed not worry about its con
tents, but if y ou know you have done something wrong 
and the n ewsp apers try to point that out then you 
should not blame the Paper f'or doing so. I f'eel 
personally that this amendment now bef'ore the House 
should be dropped entirely, bec aus e this does not give 
the fre edom of' the Press and it is just to provoke 
the News papermen. I fe el that this is not very good. 
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House resolved itself' int o Committee of' the whole .Huse. 

House in Commit tee 

Clauses 1 - 4. 

ALHAJ I IBRAH I M I MAM: Clause 4(2), Mr. Chairman, I 
would like to know who must be held responsible in 
c ase a publication is against the interest of the 
public. 

Tiill MI NIS'rER OF JUSTICE: _(Al..Jl~jLt:q_e_ ~· . Muhammadu 
Nasir): Mr. Chairman, Sir, in reply to the speech of' 
the l ast speaker , I wish to make a point of' clarifi
cation. All that this clause means is that a respon
sible paper, printed by a responsible pe rson and read 
by responsible people. -

ALHAJI IBRAHIM I MAM : The answer is not as simp~e as 
the Minister of' Justice has said. It is not ·only to 
print the name, it is the signature which has got to 
be signed on every news paper to be sent to the Minis
ter that matters. The position of' the publishers also, 
of' course, must be considered. Printers and the 
publishers may live in diff'erent places; they may be 
living miles away, and when the newspaper ie run by 
a company, the director or the Secretary and the 
company may live in dif'ferent country f'rom where the 
p apers are printed and published. It can be possible 

. that the company .running the newspapers may be incor
porated in the United Kingdom where the directors and 
the Secretary live and the printing and publications 
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· APPENDIX 
WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUEST IONS 

o.353· .ALHAJI TIJJANI YARI (Karaye) asked the 
Minister of Trade and Industry, Northern Nigeria 

·what steps i s the Mi nistry taking to impbove our 
l ocal dye Industry in Northern Nigeria? 

I am aware tha t thi s l ocal industry can be 
developed, and a s soon as the Industrial Develop
ment Centre in Zaria starts to :Uunction, I shall 
examine the possibility of' including in its 
activities the development of' the local dyeing 
industry. CHILDREN 'S HOSPITAL 

--, 

NUMBER 0"~<' KADUNA PER SONS CONVICTSD 

0 . 368 . ALHAJ I ABDU BI DA (Kaduna ) a sked t he Minis t er 
of Justice, Northern Ni geria the number of pe op+e 
that have been convicted in Kaduna f r om Oct ober , 
1960 to date, for cri~inal and civil offences 
respectively. 

THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE (Alha ji the hon. Muhammadu 
Nasir): Number of persons convicted in Kaduna 
Capital T_err~tor·y from .October 1960 t o date are:-

(1 ) :i'or ·cr iminal of f ences 10,363 ,_., · ·o·. ~ --
(ii) convicted on civil matters 11 

Made up as follows:-
(a) in High Court 

(i) 
(ii) 

28 ror criminal of'f'ence 
- no persons commi tted in respect of 
civil matters. 

0.360. · ALHAJI RABIU (Babura-Garki) aslred the l (b) 
Minister of Health whether he can tell the House l (i) 

in Magistrates and District Courts 

1088 f'or criminal of'f'ences 
when his Ministry will consider building children's 1 (ii) 
hospi tala throughout Northern Niger ia, in view of ) 
the f'ac~ that during the recent overseas recruitment ~- (c) Sharia Court of' Appeal 
tour of the former Minister, he visited a number · Nil 
of such hospitals and was highly impressed by them . ' (d) N ti c t · · a ve ou,r s 

1 Debtor committed in civil ma tter 

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH (Alha ji the hon. Ahman Fatika, (i) 9,247 f'or criminal offences 
Sarkin Fadan Zazzau ): At the moment a pr oportion t ( ii) 10 committed in civil matters. 
)f'~15eas:in,.a-l-1"'EGeneral-•Hospi t a-ls- throughoiJ:t=the _ . . . 

Region is set aside for ch ildreno '. KADUNA LAND FOR_,,_,. .. F""'UT.-.......u~·RE=-z""'""DE=VEI,l5Pt!E:NT.........._ 
~ ' 

The construction of' hospi tale. entirely f'or Oo369 o AJ,HAJI ABDU BIDA (Kaduna) asked the 
children will no doubt rece ive consideration in ~ Minister of' Land and Survey, Northern Nigeria 
due course when both the staff' and financial t whether he has reserved any land for Government 
position of' . the Region improves . : · Future Developments in the Kaduna Capital Terri t ory. 

CATERING REST HOUSE FOR IDAH (a) If not, would the Minister consider doing 
so in time? 
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0.367. M. IBRAHIM MUSA ( I gala North West) asked 
the Minister of' Informat ion, Northern Nigeria to 
remind him of' his previous request f'or a Catering 
Re s t House at Idah. How s oon will the construc
tion work s tart? 

TEE MINISTER OF INFORMATION (Alhaji the h on. '- • 
Ibrahim Biu): There i s no pr ovision in the 1963-68 
Development Plan ror the bui lding of' a Catering Rest 
House at Idah. 

THE MINISTER OF LAND .AND SURVEY (Alhaji the hon. 
Ibrahim Musa Gashash):The Cadastral and Town Planning 
Section of' my Ministry, whi ch is responsible for 
planning, always takes into consideration the need f'or 
setting aside land f'or Gover~ment Institutions and 
other projects. I am alive to the need f'or reserving 
land in--Ka.duna Capital Terr i tory f'or Government 
purposes. The hon. Member will be plea sed to here 
that because of the importance I attach to this need 

f-*i;'T ··--~·-,c '- ! ~ + ..,., . .... _ .. ----.---. . ___..__ --~· - ' so r:;O "' &-ALF ~-···· ·-- n w~..e~.: 



Ministry ha s been Begotiating f'or a team of' three 
'ert planners f'rom abroad, to prepare a comprehen
re physical development plan f'or Kaduna Capital 
•r itory. I am certain that the team will not 
:rlook the need f'or reserving lane f'or Government 
~poses. 

(a) Does not ariseo 

GOMBE GENERAL HOSPITAL 

H2. M. PELA ALI . DEBA (Naf'da) asked the Minister 
Health, Northern Nigeria when the building of' the 

mbe General Hospital will be completed, in view of' the 
ct that many patients are now lying down 'on ' the 
oor in and out the wards. 

E MINISTER OF HEALTH (Alhaji the hon. Ahman 
tika, Sarkin Fadan Zazzau): The completion 
this Hospital is scheduled to be done this 

nancial year depending on the availability of' 
nds. 

DEKINA HEALTH CENTRE 

373o M. IBRAHIM MUSA (Igala North West) asked 
Le Minister or Health, Northern Nigeria what the 
•vernment is doing about the proposed Health Centre 

Dekina. 

(a) If' the plan is at hand, how woon will it 

r 

I 

Lil t._ 

·~~ beusta~ted1~---a----------==~· 

(b) If' not, why? -..-:--=c #!:U.'"I-J'!I -·==--~ 0:·---=-------=------
'IE MINISTER OF HEALTH (Alhaji the hon. Ahman 
1tika, Sarkin ZazzauJ: I regret ~o say tha t 
Jthing has been done about the proposed Health 
entre at Dekina since the announcement during 
he sitting of' the House last March that one would 
e built there this year. 

The plan is still in hand and ·I assure the 
on. member that it will be implemt:uted as soon as 
unds are available. 

rca- _ .... _ . .. , ,...;;,;.e·; · '"-----·- --~--~-~: -
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