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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
Monday, 7th July, 1952

P AVERS
The House mwet at 10 w.an.  The President took his scat and read
prayers.
OATH OF ALLEGIANCE OF NEW MEMBEKS
Oaths were administered to the following new Members :—
. The Acting Civil Secrcrary.
. The Legal Secretary.
. The Acting Financial Secretary.
. Mr J. C. Obande.
. Alhaji Sani Giwa.
6. Mallam Usman Nadanko.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

[S RS NI

The President :
I have two announcements to make to this Honourable House. The

Committee of Selection met on the 20th of February and made appointments
under Standing Orders 59, 60 and 63.  These appointments were published
in the Supplement to the Votes and Proccedings of 19th February. The
Committee of Sclection also met on the 20th of April under the Chairmanship
of the Civil Secretary during my abscnce, and made appointments under
Standing Orders 70 and 71. The Clerk of this House has informed the
Members of the names of the persons appointed to these Committees.

The Clerk of the House has received messages of goodwill to the House
from Mallam Muhammadu Inuwa Wada and Mallam Mubammadu Lapai,
both of whom are in the United Kingdom at the moment and are unable to
attend the meeting.

PAPERS LAID

The Acting Civil Secretary :
Mr President, Sir, I beg to lay on the Table of the House the following
papers :-—
1. Address by His Ilonour the Licutenant-Governor to the IHouse
of Chiefs and the House of Asscmbly,
. A Bill entitled the Customs (Amendment) Ordinance, 1952,
. AgBill entitled the Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Ordinance,
1952.
4. A Bill entitled the Magistrates’ Courts (Appeals) (Amendment)
Ordinance, 1952,
5. A Bill entitled the Interpretation (Amendment) Ordinance, 1952.
6. A Bill entitled the Goldsmiths (Amendment) Ordinance, 1952.
7. A Bill entitled the University College Iospital Ordinance, 1952,
8. A Bill entitled the Survey Ordinance, 1952.
9. A Bill entitled the Veterinary Surgeons Ordinance, 1932,
15, A Bill entitded the Diplaaatic Privileges (Extension) (Amend-
meat) Ordinance, 19532,
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11. A Bill entitled the Pensions (Retired and Transferred Govern-
ment Officers employed by Statutory Corporations) Ordinance,
1952.

12. A Bill entitled the West African Examinations Council (Nigerin
Status) Ordinance. 1952.

oaa) :
Mr President, Sir, T heg to second.

The President :

This, Honourable Members, is an occasion on which I am permitted
to address the House. T am quite sure that every Member in this House
would like to rise and support this motion personally.  So X will take it upon
myself to speak for you all. I also speak for myself and for the members of
all Services of the Northern Region.

"The first time I met Mr Knott was nearly twenty years ago when he
was a very thin young man. Fe wus appointed to me to help in the first
audit of Native Treasuries and he and I worked out a great deal of the
procedure which is at present used in the Treasuries.  rom that time he
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never lost his interest and knowledge of Native Authority finance and shortly
after he came back from the Gambia where he spent some years, he came
into the financial side of this Sccretariat.

[t is an under-stateruent to =av that he left @ great impression upon the
finances of the Northern Region.  Much of the present financial procedure
he created himself or discusscedd wnd hamunered out with his assistants ;
but what was perhaps more in.ortant from the general point of view was
the urgent and vigorous action that he took to sccure that the Northern
Region at all times got a reasonable proportion of revenue. Honourable
Mecembers have no idea of the amount of work which Mr Knott put in behind
the scenes. This country owes a very great debt to Mr Knott.

As we all know, he was a very amiable man and a man who liked his
fellow men. He had a great scnse of humanity and he had a great contempt
of red tape. Ile was out to help and not to obstruct. He had enormous
vpportunity for obstruction but he never used it, and in addition to that he
had a vast knowledge of this Northern Region. I "iis mind he carried
whole columns of Native Admninistration balance sh 1 and he was always
right. e also had a great honesty and integrity of purpose and in all this
his wife helped him and backed him up.  lonourable Members, two great
figures in this country have passed on, and we shall not forget them. I do
not proposc to put this question in the usual way because I am quite sure
there would be no one who would disagree. I ask Honourable Members to
rise in their scats for a minute in honour of Mr Knott.

The House observed a minute’s silence.

The Acting Civil Secretary :

Mr President, Sir, I rise to move for leave to present the Bill entitled
“The Native Authority (Definition of Functions) Law, 1952 which has
been published in the Northern Regional Gazette.

The Minister of Natural Resources (The Hon. Muhammad Wali,
M.HR.) :

Mr President, Sir, I beg to second.

The Prusident :

The question is that leave be given to the Acting Civit Sccretary to
present the Bill entitled “The Native Authority (Definition of Functions)
Lixw, 19527, Those in favour say “Aye’” those of contrary opinion say “No”.
The “Ayes” have it. '

The President :
"T'he second reading of this Bill will be taken later in today’s meeting,

The Minister of Natural Resources (The [lon. Muhammad Wali,
M.H.R)) ¢
Mr President, Sir, since sullicient notice to comply with Standing Order
37 has not been given of the Bill entitled the Dogs (Prevention of Rabices)
Law, 1952, I beg lcave to defer presentation at this stage and to give a formal
notice now in accordance with Standing Order 20

The President :
The question is that feave be given w the Minister of Natura! Resources
1o defer the Dogs (Prevention of Rabies) Taw, 1952, Those in favour say

“Aye”, those of contrary opinfon say “MNo The “Ayes” have i
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MOTIONS

Suspension of Standing Order 20 (4) :

The Minister of Social Services (The TTon. Aliyu, MUELR., Makaoon
Bida) :

Mr President. Sir, I beg leave to move a Motion standing in 5wy nume
in the Order Paper @ that Standing Order No. 20, rule 4, be suspended in
respect of the Motions standing in the wwmes of the Minister of Works and
the Minister of Social Scrvices on the Order Paper.  Mr President, Sir, 1
beg to move.

Mallam Hassan Abuja, MUHLR, :

Mr President, Sir, I rise to sccond.
The President :

The question is that the Motion moved by the Minister of Social
Services that Standing Order No. 20, rule 4, be suspended in respect of the
Motions standing in the names of the Minister of Works and the Minister of
Social Services be approved. Those in favour say “Aye”, and thosc of
contrary oninion say “No”. The “Ayes’ have it.

The Mir . 2r of Works (The Hon. Ahmadu, M.H.R., Sardaunan
£-Toto) :

wlr President, Sir, I risc to move the DMotios
reads as follows :

Be it resolved “that a humble address b
Governor informing him that the Report o. . e
of the House of Chicfs and the House of Assembly on the dev~'~--cnt
of Local Administration is acceptable to this House”.

Mr President, Sir, we have of rccent witnessed the introduction of
sweeping changes in the system of local administration in the Eastern
Frovinces und proposals for almost as drastic changes in the West. The
North has nothing to match against these spectacular moves and it is perhaps
because of this that it has become the fashion in other Regions to regard the
Noich as backward and hide-bound by tradition.  Indeed, there are sone
people in the Norih who hold this view and who think that we shoutd follow
the example set by the other Regions. But I do not believe that they are
very numerous nor that they have studied the matter very deeply.  Consider,
Sir, the history of the Regions.  Fifty years ago in the East the unit of local
administration rarely cxtended bevond the vitlage, whereas in the North
our units covered much the same large arcas as they do today. The Fast
inherited from the past no such strong foundations upon which to build ;
hence the need to complete new structures.  The daily growth of a tree
passes unnoticed by those that see it every day and it is only by casting their
minds back along the years that they can realise the extent of its gradual
development. It is even so with our system of local administration.  The
traditional form has over the vears undergone a series of gradual changes
designed to adapt it to more modern conditions and conceptions of govern-
ment.  ‘The old form is still there, though much changed, and still commands
the old foyalties and respect upon which stable government so much depends.
It was in this gradual way that the British Constitutional monarchy developed
from an absolute monarchy and has become perhaps the most stable form
of gqovernent that the world has Lithierto known,  "The seeret of its success
that the new was grafted on to the old and hecame part ot it
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Conditions in the world today change much more rapidly than they used
to do and this country has progressed mare in the last ten years than it Jid
in many years preceding. It follows from this that the rate at which the
institutions which guide and mould our lives, adunt themscelves to new
conditions must be fnereased. Ten years ago there were not many who
were adequately equipped to play a useful pattin public life and to contribute
their share to the solution of the problems which confronted the adminis-
tration of the country, at cvery level.  Thanks to the schools and training
centres there are many meve today who are not only able but cager to assist
our traditional lecaders in the discharge of their doui of government ; a duty
which bcecomes more oncrous as modern cornaitions render life more
complicated.

Before the war the voice of this new class with its Western education
began to be heard in public atfairs and shortly the traditional Native Authority
Councils were enlarged and enriched by the inclusion of some of its members.
This was the beginning. There followed in many arcas the formation of
district and village councils which gave the common people a share in local
administration and enlarged the ficld open to the newly-cducated gencration,

In 1950, Sir, it was fcle that the time had come to take stock of the
situation. DMr Maddocks and BMr Pott were commissioned to examine and
to report upon the stage of local government reached in cach provinee in the
North. I expect the House is familiar with their report.  The next step
taken was the sctting up of the Joint Sclect Committee of the Northern
Regional Council to consider and report upon the further development of
local administration. Local administration is a dull and lifeless business un-
less the people take an interest and an active part init, and the task before the
Committec was to find the best method of cnubling the people to do this.
The Committee came to the conclusion that this end would best be achicved
by retaining and building upon the existing and largely traditional framework
of village, district and Native Authoritics, The Committee did not attempt
to make recommendations which would be applicable to all Native Autieritics
with their varying administrative structures ; this was manifestly imporsible.
Instead it sct out statements of principles whiclh it was thought would be of
assistance in determining the broad lines on which development should be
pursucd,  These statements of principic inciiule provision for elected village
and district councils for considerable delegation of respousibility to both
and for delegation of financial responsibility to district councils, which are,
of course, alrcady responsible for the management of district council funds.
At the Native Authority level the principles to be followed in the creation
of Quter Councils are set out, and it was recommended that sole Native
Authorities should hecome Chiets-in-Council. 'This last measure would
not be an innovation 5 it would give fegal recegnition to the current practice
of Sole Native Authorities in scehing the advice of their councils in ull
administrative matters, which itself was in accord with tradition. This
recomnrnendation has recently been put into cteet.

I, myself, Sir, was a member of the Commuitiee and 1 have given long
and carcelul thought to the matter. 'The object to be achieved by a reform
of local administration at this time is to cnable the people to take a much
fuller part in their own administration and thereby to bring home to them a
realisation of their civie rights and of theiv duty to the State which is insepar-
able fromy the tull enjoyment of those rights. We eon vt about attaining
this object in one ov two ways, Frrstly, we can copy the cvample of the Tast,
wipe the slate clean, overthrow the present strneture, forged as it was in the
fuirnace of expericnee and start aftesh. Seeanddy, we can vetain the presem
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The President :

Before we go any further I should say to ITonourable Members that T
agree with the Minister that this is an opportunity of debating the Report.
| think that it is the intention of the Exceutive Council.

Mallam Ibrahim Imam, M.ILR. :
Mr President, Sir, on a point of cxplanation I should like to make
mysel{ more clear to the Honourable Member from Tuano.

The President :

The Tlonourable Member iz not entitled to make a second speceh he
can correct a mis-statement, but [Yonourable Members are not allowed to
make two speeches in the course of a debate.

Mallam Ibrahim Imam, ML.H.R. :

Mr President, Sir, I should like to make clear something misquoted.
I do not know if this is in order.

The President :

There is a difference between a speech and a mis-statement. 1 do not
know whut is in the Honourable Member’s mind—he only knows that
himself and if he thinks that it is a2 genuine statement which is only going
to last a few seconds then he has the floor of the House, but if it is a long
and discursive observation then he has not:

Mallam Ibrahim Imam, M.H.R. :

Mr President, Sir, I do not intend to reject the Ri, rt but I wish it
to ha dehated in this House. '

The wogal Seciw.ary @

Mr Presider  iir, on a point of order. This Motion was deliberately
framed to give this IHouse an opportunity of debating the Report. If
Honourable Members have anything to say, now is the time to say it.

Mallam Ibrahim Imam, M.H.R. :
Mr President, Sir, I am very grateful to the Legal Sceretary.

Mallam YaLubu Wanka, LIHR. :

Mr President, Sir, in rising to oppose this Motion I find it absolutely
necessary for me to say a word or two. This Honourable House may agree
with me that the question of Local Government is the very thing that occupies
the minds of the general public in the Northern Region. [ think it is a
mistake for the Government just to give us this Motion within two days
after our arrival. "L'his Motion should have been sent to us about a month
ago at howe so that we could have a chance of discussing it with our people
and when we conie here we know exactly whether to support or reject.
However, T shall have to say something about this. T'he Report of the
Joint Council is most unsatisfactory.  The position of our Emirs remains
unchanged.  Their position today should be at least Chicf-and-Council,
but the phrase “Chicf-in-Council” means nothing and it is very unsatisfactory.
This Report was just designed to suit the Native Authorities and the Govern-
ment and it does not suit us at all.  We have seen about two months ago, the
sort of changes that are to be made in the Eastern and Western Regions in
Local Government, and we know very well that the question of Toeal
Govermmnent in the North is more secdors than in cither of the other two
Regions.  Dtutvery little or practicaliv nothing has been done in the Northern
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Region to improve the Local Government.  Well, T have only to say, Sir,
the question of Local Government needs a complete overhaul.  We do not
mean the present set up should be condenned altogetier.  We like our
Emirs, our District [Heads and Village Fleads, but much of their powers
should be handed over to Councillors.  Uhey should just be figure-heads
and nothing move. My President, Fh, within a vear or so to come, I hope
somcthing more reasonable will be (ine by the Governmient to satisty the
general public of this Region. What has been done today so far i most
appalling. Mr President, Sir, I cannot help stating that i Jo not support.

The Hon. Muhammadu Ribadu, M.B.E., M.ILR. :

Mr President, Sir, I think it will help if the Tegal Secretary will explain
to the House the definition of a “Chicf-in-Council”.
The Hon. Abubakar Tafawa Balewa, O.B.E.,, M.H.R. :

Mr President, Sir, the Bill which is coming before the [ouse. ..., ...
(interruption).

The President :

Yes, I am aware of that. Ve arc going to get into slight confusion over
this Motion. I agree that it would be a good thing if the Legal Secretary
would explain the matter, as otherwisc we may wastc a lot of time on some-
thing which is 2 misunderstanding.

The Legal Secretary :

Well, Sir. A Chief-in-Council is obliged te consult his Council in
the same way as the Lieutenant-Governor is obliged to consult the Exccutive
Council, but the final responsibility for decisions rests with the Chief to a
rather greater extent than it would with the Licutenant-Governor and his
Executive Council, and in certain circumstances the Chief may over-ride
the advice of his Council. A Chicf-and-Council is more likc the permanent
president of the Council and he is bound by the decision of the majority of
the Council.

The President :
The sitting is saspended for fifteen minutes.

The [louse resumed at 11.45 a.n.

The President :
The debate continues.

The Hon. Abubakar Tafawa Balewa, O.B.E., M.ILR. :

Mr President, Sir, there scems to be some misunderstanding ovee the
intention of the Minister of Works. .\s you pointed out, to the House, Sir,
the intention of the Motion is to give Mcmbers an opportunity of debating
the Report of the Joint Sclect Committee. 1 remember that when the resolu-
tion was passed in the old Iouse of Assembly it was later agreed, Sir, by the
Northern Regionad Council, that is, the Tlouse of Assembly and Ilouse of
Chicfs, that it would be rather unwisc to have an independent Commission
of caquiry as the Motion asked. '['he reason, Sir, was that after a very
careful examination of the dangers of an independent Commission, there is
a fear, that if we invite an independent Commission as suggested in the
resolution there may he, a possibility that the Commissinn would scek to
malke a drastic day-break with the present organisation and, Sir, we buve all
the tiine been saying in the Nerth thai we want to retain at all times onr
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shall be arguing with him and saving, “We do not agree with you, Mr
President”. But now what happens 7 When he opens his mouth to speak,
we all listen with respect. We listen to his advice and guidance, simply
because he 1s not put on the level of us here. Put him down here, and see
what will happen !

If we ook at what is coming now in the country, we ought o think
twice.  People have been reading in the past what some newspapers were
publishing.  Young pcople have begii now to throw mud at the face of
our Emirs. Now, will the Government Bench assure us, that by insisting
on us to pass this Report as it is, they will defend our Emirs and uplift their
prestige ¢ It is the age of the common man | We have been given a chance
to come here and represent them.  The reform of Local Government cught
to have come Dbefore the introductivn of the new Constitution. We were
late ; we put the cart before the horse.  Now, we want to make the Local
Government run quickly to mect what is happening now.  But ook, some
people say, “No, we must go on keeping the cart before the horse”.

We are proud of our Chiefs and anybody who wants to put them on the
level of the common man, and anybody who tries to throw mud at their faces,
will meet with stubborn resistance from us. We all agree that the Report
should be taken to the Lieutenant-Governor. It is a Report of a million
words, but out of those words we want one word of only two letters to be
taken out.  We want the word “in” to be substituted for “and”  That is all.
But the Government says no, they want the full million words to stay. If
the House supports the Government on this question, everybody must know
that we have come to the level-crossing and we must beware of trains ! Mr
President, Sir, I beg to support.

Mallam Muhammadu Bashari (Walin Kano) :

Mr President, Sir, a lot has been said on the question of Chief and
Council. 1f that stands as is suggested, Chief and Council, it means that
we are discarding a lawful system.  'The name of the Chief should not be
abused. He should not be called Chicf because he is not the Chief.  Ie is
only one of the Councillos.  Even nwony the Councillors he is woenk. Tre
hus wo say. He has to follow what the Council has said.  That is one point.
But I think Chicef in Council is a system that has been in existence for many
years. It is not a custom to say Chicf in Council. [tis alaw. For God
has said to the Prophet that he should always seck the advice of his people.
On this system the Jaw has been bascd with regard to Emirs, Chiefs and
Judges. I the Chict has brought a point, his Councillors will point out
eriticisms or puke suggestions if they Lave any. I he agrees to what they
have said he will aceept it When the Europeans canwe to this country they
found us using this system, a Chicf in Council. It is a law. The question
of putting right what as been wrong gives them more pleasure than anything
else. Everything that goes wrong should be put right unless the anwendment
is contrary to the religion. We note that even in the Central system of
legislation it 1s the Governor-in-Council, It shows that we are on the same
lines,  Why arc we going to demolish all this which we already know is legal.
The sccond point is that we are under British government. We all know
that British government always defends the religion of the people.  Aly
view is that this Chief in Council is strenger. I there are other places
who think that this system of Chiclin Cruneil b= not snitable to thetn, weldl,
they can have anether system. Fhat is all,
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Moses Nyang Rwang, Esq. : - .

Mr President, Sir, I want to expli in something in this matter which has
been discussed in the morning. 1 have heard some NMembers say thu.t people
have been ashed o0 ¢ their opinion. I think that has been don.c in otl'mr
places but not i fiateau Provinee. The reason why 1 say that is I think
that when M Aaddocks and Mr Pott cinne to the Provinee they stayed in
Jos Division only. Only three of v were called up before them. Once
of us was & Chicf.  They suggested Village Councils in order to allow the
common man {a air iis views and they asked me for an opinion on that. I
said it was well o the conumon mar shonld be allowed to vay something
in moulding his Guvernment.  But they did not say anything concerning
Chicf in Council. DMy opinion on the question of Chicf in C’(Zun01l is, that
v are nut in much more darkness the « we were put L.)cforc. [hose ¥ illage
Councils will not be of any use. I fee. it is better if it is donc as Chief and
Council. It is now the age of the common man.  The time when it s.hould
be said “Chict in Council” has alrecdy passed.  In the North 1t is not
everywhere that this custom exists. [ would like to repeat, because one
Member has said that in the whole Northern Region there are many tribes,
and it is true that the custom of one people should not be applicd to another.
This is not our custom to have Chicf in Council. Tt is Chicf and Council.
That is what we know in Platcau Province. It is not in my opinion right
to say Chicf in Council, because now Government says the Chief has full
power to do anything. We want Chief and Council. It is up to the House
to decide now. It is the age of the coramon people.

Mallam Audu Anace, MHLR. :

Mr President, Sir, Uthink we are st 1 in ignorance of the definite meaning
of Chief in Council and Chicf and Council.  Doces it mean that Chief in
Council can do whatever he likes without consulting his Councillors ?  If
that is the case, T would not advise this House to adopt this term.  But if
the meaning is that the Chief is obliged to consult his Councillors on u.ll
matters of adminiztration, then [ser o cause for argument.  I¢ s not ia
all parts of the Northern Region that ve find Chicfs in Coqncil. Even in
the places where we find Chicfs in Council it is said that it was by their
permission and they were carrying out this according to their tmdl'tlon.
Fyew in the past when Chicls in Comnal wee eonlved in those Provuwens
and those Divisions, it was those Councillors that appointed that Chief to
preside over them. They do not do anyihing without consulting the common
people. "That is what we have been to.d. "Uhat s what we are belr}_g made
to understandd in those places that are conceined.  Mr President, Sir, with
your permission [ would fike (o quote {rom page 6 of the Report @~

“Te was sugoested that, in vica of the fact that the term ‘Chicl in

Counail’ whicl, G English, has o verv definite and precise legal

significance, is foreign to the Hauny language, it would be desirable to

provide, perhaps by an amendment to the Nutive Authority Ordinance,

a statutory definition of the phrase in order to overcome this difHeulty

such 2 definition would specifically establish the right of a Chicf similar

o that of 2 Governor-in-Council, for reasons stated to the Resident of

the Province concerned, to diverge from the advice of his Council. If

the Resident considered that the CTicl was wrong in diverging from the
advice of his Council he would advize the Chief accordingly. 1f the

Chiet disregnrded this advice the Resident would report the mtter (o the

Licutenant-Governor- in-Conneil for decision,

I the Residont considered th ta decision of the Chicl in Connuil
was Hikely to prejudice the peace, o der er cood governmient of the arca,
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At 450 p.on.

The President :
The Debate is resumed on Mallam [brahim Jmam’s Motion.

Abba Ilabib, M.IV.R. :

Mr Presttlo o, vir, I owas very surprised to hear, before the break, that
a Minister v asking us to reject the appointment of a Miwister of Local
Government.  Iearing from the public it is quite cssential that we should
have a Minister of Local Government. T belicve the aim of the Britth
Government is to bring progress into this country.  When 1 say into this
country I mean Nigeria and Nigeria is divided into three Reglons.  When
some Regions of Nigeria bave Ministers of Local Governrene I can sce no
reason why we should not have one, for if we do not take such a step at the
moment we are bound to fail the future generations.  We shall be left in an
awkward position when Nigeria gets independence.  We can observe that,
five years ago, nobody thought that we would be having our Ministers.
Do we lack the brains ? I think we should not be cowed down by fear,
Somebody has said—what will be the position of the Chicfs if we get a
Minister of Local Government.  What is the position of the Chiefs at the
moment ¢ I believe their positions are not changed. Mr President, 1 beg
to support the Motion.

Mallam Bello Dandago, M.H.R., Wakilin Waje :

Mr President, Sir, I rise to oppose this Motion with all my cnergy.
When the time does come, and it has not yet come, perhaps T will be the
first person to second or propose to move a Motion like this. Tt is the
considered vicw of the people in this Region, at least within the life history
of this House, that creating a so-called Minister of Local Government is
unnecessary. Mr President, we seem to like to get too much, too soon.
The Constitution itself is new, hence it is called the new Constitution.
People holding Ministerial positions are new in it.  Sir, let them and let
us gain more practical experience in handling matters before we play with
fire. Mr President, if it is fear it is a justifiable fear. The mover of the
Motion as a Nigerian, knews what [ am afraid of. Sir, it is nct the time to
create such a post.

The Minister for Community Development (The TTen. Bello, MUILR.) :

Mr President, Sir, on a point of explanation. 1T should like to adjust
the statement made in my speech. I said in the East and the West on the
other hand, they have decided more or less to repluce the existing form of
Local Government, but I do not mcan to include the West who do not mean
ro completely change the form of their Tocal Government.

The Minister of Natural Resources (The Hon. Muhammad Wali,
M.H.R.) :

Mr President, Sir, I am rising to oppose the Motion. The Minister
for Community I)L\ clopment has zml\cd why a Minister of Local Government
is wanted and I have not vet heard why he was wanted from any one.
Honourable Members have assured us on many occasions that they are not
emulating the other Regions’ activities. T doubt very much if this is the
case,  Will the IIonnurablL Mover of this Motion assure the House that it
15 the wish of the public to have a Alinister of Loeal Government 3 |
neell agree with him when he said the oo vacancics as provided by the
Constitutiona) Instrument should be Alicd. Bui difd (be people in his
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stitueney ask him that onc should be for Local Government. As I
lerstand from the spueches of one or two of the Members, a Minister of
sl Government is reqrrived to deal with Councils.  Did the members of
Yillage Councils, Ditrict Councils and Native Authority Councils ask
L Minister of Loval Government should be appointed ? And I am
te aware that the [Tonourable Mover is a member of a Native Authority
ineil. Did the members of the Native Authority Council ask him to
1e here and ask for o Minister of Local Government to be appointed ?
e was not, I advise him, Sir, very strongly, to withdraw his Motion, 1o
k to his constituency, consult with the other people and get their views
I oppose this Motion very strongly.

s President :
Docs the Honourable Member wish to reply to the debate ¢

Ifam Ibrahim Imam, MLILR. :
My President, Sir, I give a further chance to the House for debate,

s President :
No Member wishes to speak.

llam Ibrahim Imam, M.H.R. :

Mr President, Sir, I am very surprised to hear from the Government
ch now asking me whether I have been advised by the Advisory Council
Jornu to ask for the appointment of a Minister of Local Government.
sansweris “No”.  But I am afraid that when this Minister was appointed,
» not think the Bornu Advisory Council was consulted on the subject.
President, Sir, I should like to refresh the memories of this august
1se, more especially of the Government Bench. It was the year 1949
n [ came to the Housce of Assembly as an additional Member, T raised
question of appoinuncnt of Ministers in the Northern Region when we
¢ having a sort of joint meeting with the Emirs. T was strongly opposed.
Hed for a vote. It was voted. I got 4 supporters out of 92 Members.
: Honavrabls Nmber whe has j ust sprken went to the extent of saying

we should find me.Ly sorm.whu_ clse tu pay Ministers when they are
sinted.  But not Nigerian money. And I regret to say that during

February we passcd a Budget in favour of salaries to Ministers.
rruption)

Minister of Natural Rescurces (The Hon. Muhammad Wali,
LEHR):

My President, Sir, on a point of ovder. s the Ilonourable Member
ring to me ? I did not mention about salaries.  What I mean is, is
lonourable Member referring to my specech ?

Lam Thrahiny Imam, MLELR. :

W President, Sir, at that time b asked that my views might be considered
inority report. When they went to Ibadan for the General Coaference—
Seteet Commiittee of the 1lonse-—they opposed the appointment of
sters. But later they came to agree and now they are the Ministers
opposed the appointment before. 1 am not wishing to heceme one
e hecause would dite to be opposing the Govermment all the time
sse s Govermment without opposition is not healthy,  So  instead of
rowing my Motion Dwould just feave it hke this, and posterity will wll,
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The President :

The question is that this TTouse considers that the subject of Tocal
Government should be the responsibility of a specific Minister of the
Northern Region. Those m favour say “Ayd

opinion say “No”.
The “Noes” have it

Mallam Ibrahim Imam, M.H.R. :

s

Mr President, Sir, I call for a Division,

OQwer 15 Members rose in their places to support the Honourable Membr.

The Hows divided and voted as follows :—

Ayes
25

Abba Habib

Abba Kyari Kura
Abdulmaliki
Abubakar Imam
Agara, J. M. Y.
Ahmadu Lamdo Mubi
Cia Aka

Auta Anza Ninzam
Buba Gombe

Dauda Haruna Kwoi
David Lot

Wuam Gambe

E. G. Gundu

Ibrahim Imam

5. 0. James,

Jauro Gombe

Michae! Audu Buba
Moses Nyang Rwang
Pagher Mue
Muhammzmadu Bashar Daura
Muhammadu Danmallam
G. U. Ohikere

Patrick Davou Fom
Yakubu Wanka

T, A, Yogh

Noes
56

Abba Kyari Shuwa
Audu Anace
Abdulmumuni
Abubakar Madawaki
Achimugu, P. S,
Abman Pategi

Alhaji Shehu Ahmadu
Benjamin Akiga

Athaji Ali Negedu
Aliyu Gume!

Aliyu Sokoto

Bawa Yelwa

Bello Dandago

Bello Malabu

Haruna S/Gobir
Hassan Abuja

Ibrahim Argungu
Ibrahim Gumel
Ibr2him Demsa
Maikendo Igbon

Jibir Daura

Junaidu Wazirin Sckoto
A. O. Ladan Baki

Maje Abdullahi
AMuhammadu Danburam
Auhammadu Kazaure
Alhaji Mubammadu Inuwa
Muhammadu Bushari
Muhammadu Munir
Alhaji Muhammadu Sanust
Muhammadu Dodo
Muhammadu Bello
Muhammadu Bida
Muhammadu Tureta

. those of the contrary
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Noes-- vontinued

Sulemanu Tsa

Umara Maidugun

Athaji Usmaa Gwarzo
Najor H. E. Wilson
Yahaya llorin

Yusulu Galadiman Fadeja
M. V. Backhouse

Tou. Abmadu Sardauna
Ton. Aliyu Makanma
iHon. Bello Kano

1lon. Muhammadu Wali
The Financial Secretary
The Legal Secretary
T'he Civil Secretary
Alhaji Sani Giwa
Mallam Usman Nadanko
Alhaji Abubakar

Abstain

Alhaji Shehu Buhari

Isa Kaita

Muhammadu Sani Dingvadi
Alhaji Usman Liman

[Ton. Abubakar T. Balewa
[Ton. Shettima Kashim

The President :
The Votes cast were—for the
abstained.  The “Noes™ have it.

12
Ibrahim M. Gashash
Athaji Muhammadu Sada Nadada
Muhammadu Sani Maigamo
Y:zhaya Gusau
Hon. Muhammadu Ribadu
ATr Obande

“Aves”, 25, for the “Noes”, 56 and 12

The Minister of Social Services, ([he ITon. Aliyu, M..R., Makaman

Bida) :

AMr President, Sir, T beg leave to m~

~¢ a Moden #tading in my name

in the Order Paper of thie day, which reads as follows :---

Be it resolved :

“(a) Thatamounts up Lo the sumat any time invested under the name
of the Northern Region Scholarship Fund may be realised on the
instructions of the Financial Secretary with the advice of the Northern
Region Scholarship Board, and paid into a Suspense Account in the
Northern Regional Treasury for disposat as and when  required by
way of scholarships to students of Northern Nigerian origin to
higher training institutions in Nigeria ond abroad.

(6) That any profit or loss or expenses sustuined In connection
with the withdrawal of the fand be credited or debited to the fund as

the case may be'.

tn moving this Resolation, T crave the indulgence of the House for |

Alhaji Nahegu Kano
Sa’adu Alanamu

Sumbo Ciroman Hadejia
Sambo S/Tuady

Sunusi Zaria

wish to take this opportunity to explain fully the whole question of award
ol scholarships.  This is a matter which 1 believe has been disturbing the
minds of the cducated clonients of this Region, and about which there s
recently been a number of articles in the Press, asking for details of scholar-
Ships or plans for scholurships fnothe Mo N President, Siry 1w begin
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must attempt. A period of coaching of probably two ycars is neeessary to
prepare students for these higher subjects in order to yualify them for entry
to a degree course.

[ will now deseribe the action we are taking to meet these diflicultios.

The President :

I am afraid L must interrupt the Honourable Memil:or, Under Order
4 (3) the President interrupts the business fifteen minutes before e closes
the sitting. [ propose, however, @3 we have no unopposed business, to
invite the Minister to conclude his speech before the House rises today.
There is one other Motion on the Order Paper which is in the nanie of Mallam
Mohammadu Inuwa Wada. 1 understand that Mallam Beils Dandago is
representing bim in this respeet Norwally if the end of a sitting voracs
before a private Motion is reached, that Motion fails and is lost, so it docs
not appear again, but if the [Honeurable Member wishes to press for this
Motion I am sure the Fouse will give leave for it to be taken fater,

Mallam Bello Dandago, M.H.R., Wakilin Waje :
Mr President, Sir, I wish to press.

The President :

In that case I propose to take it tomorrow after the conclusion of the
dcbate on the present Motion.  Strictly speaking, Tuesday is the prerogative
of the private member and again, strictly speaking, this Motion, which is
a Government Motion, should not come up on Tuesday, but as it is of
considerable importance, I feel that the House would like to go on with the
debate rather than break it off and go on at a later date.

The House will resume tomorrow with a debate on this DMation.  Finally,
on the Order Paper for today we have one second reading of a Bill ; 1
proposc to put that at the end of the Order Paper for tomorrow in case the
1fouse gets through the Motions quicker than I think they will. Is that
agreeable to the Government Bench 2 (Unanimous agrecment).

The President :
Perbaps the TIoneur-hle Minizter of Sosjal Serviees vou' I 1he to go
on with his speecis o the concluswa.

The Minister of Social Services (The Hon. Aliyu, M.ILR., Makaman
Bida) :

T will now deseribe the action we are taking to meet these difficultics.
The Principal of the Nigerian College of Arts, Science and "Technology has
agreed to arrange a suitable pre-University Course provided we can produce
wsuflicient nuwnber of students i any one vear with good Certificates. Tam
also investigating the possibility of arranging for sclected students with the
Certificates to have special education in England in order to qualily them for
degree courses,  We have discussed with the Seeretary of State the possibility
of asking certain overseas institutions if they will conduct special courses
for students from this Region.  Students completing these courses will
take the normal degree but they will hive to spend one or two vears longer
on the course than English students taking the same examination. Fnquirics
are also being made i North Africa, the Sudan and Parkistan {or Arabic
scholarships.  Flere again a pre-University course will be required. There
1# cvery indication that the supply of the candidates suitable for pre-University
tenining will “iprove rapidly, At preseat only one Bove’ Sceondary School,
Zavia, and one Girls' Sceondary School, Queen of Sposiles Con,ent, Kaduna,
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are entering candidates for the School Certificate examination.  During
the next three years Kefli Sccondary School and the three Voluntary Agency
Secondary Schools will be entering candidates. These Voluntary Agencics
are—3St. John's College, Raduna, The Grammar School, Offa, and the
S.UAL Secondary School, Gindiri,  Later, other Sceondary Schools will
e entering candidates and our choice will be correspondingly increased.
Our chance of finding students for degree courses at the Universities will
then be mueh better than it is todi . .\t the same time | vish to remind
vou that every horse is not a race horse, nor is every pupil @ 2 secondiry
school a potential University student,

So far I have dealt only with scholarships to Universities.  This s the
type of scholarship which is now being demanded vehemently in the Press
and by blewbers of this House. 'There xic inan other types of scholarship
which can, and should be, awarded, provided that suitably qualified candi-
dates exist and, most of all, come forward. Fere again the standards
demanded, particularly that of the technical institutions, is very high and
the Principals are reluctant to lower their standards.  Again I bave made
tentative enquiries to find out what can be done to mect our special difficulties.

I hardly need to remind you that Nigeria is a young country. Although
Arabic scholarship has flourished here for many generations, Western
cducation is an exotic plant introduced very recently. It has done well to
grow as well as it has but too much cannot be expected of it too soon. In
introducing this Motion to the House 1 would hke to point out that this
money would not have been available for use now had it not been for the
foresight of the Members of the old Legislative Council who, four years ago,
saw the nced for a Regional Scholarship Fund and who did their best to
convince the Government to sct aside money for that purpose. We are
often eriticised in this Region for not having made adequate provision for
education. In this particular instance we were four years ahead of other
Regions who have only recently followed our example and taken action on
similar lines.  If our schoel students will prepare themselves diligently for
higher cducation and if Members of this Touse will exhort them all to
demonstrate that zeal for learning that L have already found in some Provinceces,
T heve no deubt that we will be ahl~ te spend this money wicely and to the
lastity benelit of this Regica.  Mr Yresiceus, Sir, T heg to move.

The Minister of Natural Resources (The Hon. Muhammad Wali,
MHR.) :

Mr President, Sir, T beg to sccond.

The President. :
The [House will stand adjourncd undl 10 a.m. tomorrow murning.
g

(Lhe House adjourned at 6 pan.).
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Anszwer---
The Acting Civil Secretary :

(a) No, Sir.

(h) It is not proposed to appoint a Commission of Inquiry.
Mallam Abubakar Imam, M.H.R., Elected Member, Zaria Province :

47. 'To usk the Minister of Social Services 1—

(@) Is it a fact that the Northern Regional Government is conternplating
a plan by means of which the infirm could be helped ?

(b) 1f so, will the Honourable Minister explain how far that plun has
beer, implemented ?

{c) If mnot, will the hnister explain why the Northern
Government sces it fair to neglect those people and only remove them {rom
the markets or strects when dead ?

Answer—-

The Minister of Social Services :

(a) It is assumed that the question rclers to the aged infirm. The
Northern Regional Government is not contemplating any plans for their
assistance.

(b) Does not arisc.

(¢) Itis not considered desirable at the present stage of social evolution
in Nigeria for the Government to accept any liability for the carc of the aged
infirm.  This is essentially a family responsibility, and where this unavoidably
fails, there is a proper field of activity for private charity, supplemented iff
necessary by the cfforts of Local Government Authorities.

Mallam Abubakar Imam, M.H.R., Elected Member, Zaria Province :

43. To ask the Minister of Social Services :—,

As people suffering from vencreal discascs are not now admitted as
in-patients in Government Hospitals, are these patients not considered to be
a nuisance to the general public by spreading the discasc ?

Answeer—-

The Minister of Social Services :

Paticnts suffering from vencreal discase continue to be admitted as
in-paticnts to Government Ilospitals, as and when necessary. Modern
treatment, howevcer, is so speedy and cffective that the majority of paticnts
cin be treated in out-patient Clinics witheut danger of spreading the
infection., v
Mallam Abubakar Imam, M.H.R,, Elected Member, Zaria Province :

49, To ask the Minister of Nattirul'Resources -

N . - e

(a) Will the Honourable Minister cxplain what successes it any have
been achieved so far in the experiment started in Sokoto of settling the
[Fulani herdsmen ?

(b) If none will the ITonourable Minister explain why 2

(¢) Is Government contemplating another attempt to scttle such
Valanis somewhere in the North ?

() H g0, where ?

() Wnot, why:
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Anszeer- -

The Minister of Natural Resourccs :

(a) Consideruble suceess has been achicved at Agangara in Sokoto
Province in a scheme nitiated by the Native Administration on the advice
of the Provincial Veterinary Officer to provide facilitics whereby a certain
number of cattle can remain in their upkue sazing arca all the vear round.

The dam, which was constiucted to conserve water supplies, hiid
adequate water wwi o grass cover was largely preserved fromn fire and
provided adequate - razing for about 300 head of cattle which remained in
good condition during last drv season. ‘I'he experiment continues,

{(b) Does not arisc. -

{¢) Ths settlement of the nomadic Fulani is a major aim of Govern-
ment policy and at present is being given close consideration in connection
with the relevant recommendations of the Nigerian Livestock Mission.
The provision of adcquate all the year round water supplics, introduction of
grazing control and the problem of the Fulani tendency to be nomadic are
all matters which will admit of no easy solution.

(d) The question of settling the Fulani is being examined by the
Provincial and Native Administrations of all the provinces concerncd,
more especially in Bornu, Adamawa, Plateau and Sokoto Provinces.

(¢) Does not arisc.

Mallam Abubakar Imam, M.HLR., Elected Member, Zaria Province :

50. To ask the Civil Secretary :—

(a) Will Government give an ciplanation of the whereabouts of the
Brooke’s Commission Report on Native Courts ?

(6) Is there any reason for such a long delay in releasing it ? If so,
what is the reason ?

Answer- -

The Acting Civil Secretary :

{a) The Renort of the Brooke Commission of Inquiry on Native Courts
was adZiessed o the “*overnor. At Ilis Eocliency’s ditection, the Report
is at present being considered by Residents and Native Authorities.

(b) The recommendations require careful and detailed cxamination, and
the date of their release is a matter for the Central Government to decide,
‘The House will have the opportunity of discussing any legislation necessarv
to implement the recoramendations.

Mallam Abubakar Tro-nr, MUILR,, Blected Member, Zaria Province :

52. To ask the Minister of Natural Resources :-—

(@) Is it a fact that neer trees da not grow well if they are planted in
Zuria Provinec ?

_(8) fso, what other trees are then being tried in the Provinee as shortage
of wood is becoming more and more scrious ?

(¢) If none, why is it that these neem trees do not grow well in Zaria as
they do in Sokoto and Bornu ?

Anszeer- -

The Minister of Na a7 Rescus o s -

() Yes, Sir,
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training of children of poor parents so that we can have double training.
In dividing scholarships attention should be paid to all the Provinces not to
one particular Province. I am bringing up this suggestion not that I think
it has happened, but we should see that it does not happen in the future.
T say that particularly because in my Province we e no Minister at present.,
But I feel that they are men of inteprity and micn of fairness andt that the
will do their best to Lelp the Region asa whole.  T'would Hike spocial attention
to be given to teachers.  We do not want many lawyers—-ve want many
ioachers. Ve want people with practical Jegrees not with B.as. and ALas.
who cannot make a pin. We want doctors who may be able to utilise our
own medicines and make drugs from them. I plead to those Ministers that
they send the candidates to the right kind of Universities in the near future.
I have to say also that there was no mention of sending candidinies to univer-
sities in America—yesterday we only spoke of East Afriea, South Africa and
United Kingdom. Ve want more of the candidates of this Region to go to
as many universitics as possible in the world.  We want at present practice
and not theory. D President, Sir, I beg to take my scat.

B. Akiga, Esq. :

Mr President, Sir, I rise to give credit to the Government for the great
help they have given to the North, and they are still giving this help ; but
nobody is yet satisficd.  As tar back as 1910 we did not realise the valuc of
Western education, but gradually they ecarried on without getting fed up with
us until we are now able to realise the uscfulness of education, and we are
now asking for it ourselves and the people of the other Regions have already
started to run on the way. We have been grumbling that the Europeans pay
more attention to those Reglons; this is not the case as the other Regions help
themselves more than we help oursclves because they do not depend entirely
on the Government—they are helping themselves.  We were indeed happy
when the Minister yesterday made a statement about the plans for scholarships
in the North. Now it is only fair that a ncedy person should be given what
he needs; and he has to take what is dished out to him or leave it and die
of that nced. Between us and the Government there has to be a spirit of
give and take. Goycrnment will have to help us in offering more attractive
salarics to the teachers, as the last speaker has said, to attract the young men
who want te inip the teaching profession, lest they desert it and lcave it at a
stale, We de not only need African teachers, we also need Eusopeans.
We still want many more Europeans to help us until we arc in a position to
manage our own affairs—then, and only then, shall they have to go.  But we
should not leave the matter entirely in the hands of either the Government
or the teachers, we parents too must help as the country cannol prosper
without cducation.

Duvid Lot, Esq.,, M.ILR. :

Mr President, Sir, I associate myself with the views expressed by a
Member concerning the distribution of scholarships by Provinees, hecause L
am afraid it will take many years before a provinee can get its sharce, in as far
as rural education is concerned.  Because in many villages parents do not
like to send their children to school.  Tf we want to advance together in the
ticld of cducation I should like to remind the Minister of Social Services
that there are indeed thousands of people who need that education.  If we
want to maintain an cven progress in cducation we must give emphasis to
this rural education, hecause though many provinces have advanced there
are still many people in other areas who are not vet educated. Tn some of
our villages no start has yet been made as far we cducation is concerned. So
L appeal to the Minister and the Members to give consideration to this matier,

Nortaery House o0 AssEvnLy Denarres, Sro Juoy, 1932 55
| President] [Alotions]

The President :
Will Honourable Members please keep their observations to the Motion
which is about scholarships and not about cducation.

Wuam Gambe, MR, :

Mr Presideni, Sic, { rise to support the Mlotion very strongly = also L
have to thank the Government Bench {or this Motion which they have
brought to this House.  Apparently it is now the common understanding of
everyone in Nigeria thuy the Northern Region is behind as far as Western
cducation is concerned. T osuggest that these number of scholarships
should be divided amongst the twelve Provinees so that other Provinces
should be able to send their own people to the United Kingdom.  If any
orovince has no candidates 2t the present moment, the amennt
provided should be deposited in its name.  Thercfore, I support the Motion.

Mallam Ibrahini Imam, MLUHLR. :

Mr President, Siv, I rise with a mixed feeling to the support of this
Motion. I say, “mixed feeling”, because (1) I would like to give credit to
the Government, and (2) I am very sad that this Motion is not from a floor
Member of this Flouse because then we would have levelled criticism against
the Government. In this respect T would like to thank Mr 5. O. James, the
Member from Platcau Provinee, tor mentioning that this Motion should come
from a Member of the floor of the House. But incidentally I have brought
a similar Motion to thc House. It is actually similar to this. It may be
different in the framework. [ demand that this moncy should be released
from the Reserve Fund and be utilised in giving scholarships to those who
deserve them, but to my cntive surprise I sce that it is not on the Order Paper
for today. I should like to know whether it has been ruled out of order or
whether it is to come later on, and with the indulgence of the Chair I should
like to read out the Motion which I sent to this House formetly. It will be
to the intercst ot the Ilonourable Members of this Ilouse if I read out the
Motion which I sent on the 11th June, 1952, which reads thus -

“Whereas the Western and the Eastern Regions have success{ully
provided 200 and 250 scholarships respectivley for further studies out

of their respective budgets ond whereas the Northern Region has 4

yearly grant of £25000 for cight years from the Cemur! Government

and whereas. ... ..., (interruption by President).

The President :
Is the Honourable Member reading a DMotion ?

Mallam Ibrabirm Tman:, MUHLR. ¢

Mr President, Sir : | Fave sought the permission of the Chair (o read it
The President :

T'he Tonourable Member veceived no perinission from the Chair unless
he cancvell the Mation in such @ way that it does not suund like a Motion
which has been put out of order. 1t was ruled out of order under Standing
Order 72 being a Motion connected with publie money. "There is no objection
to the Member saying any of these things so long as it does not involve the
Motion being produced before the House again.

Mallam Ibrahim Imam, MHR. :

Thank vou, M Precidont. Welll Tam going to discuss the NMotion pat
forveard by the Minister of mocial Scrvices. T am very ghid o hear that My
Tames has socgested an anmendment o the Motion. U am alraied that the
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paid to this. Sccondly, parents should help in teaching their children to
pay attention to schools, because usually we find bad pavents who prevent
their children from learning, so I think attention should be paid to this,

The President :

May I again remind the House that we are discussing the cholashipa
and not schoals and | would again like to remind the How s bt we said
diring the time of the Budget session. [t was not anly the Chairman who
suiw it. Other people said it too. Tt is not necessary for Members to get
up and say that they support the Motion if they are not going to contribute
something real to the debate. [, of course, would not stop any 1lonourable
NMember {rom doing so, but in the general interests of the Touse, they should
keep the aibjects of the speeches as short as pewible.

The Minister of Works (The ITon. Ahmadu, M.ILR., Sardaunan
Sokoto) :

Mr President, Sir, it is not my intention tospcak on this Motion, but I
have now made up my mind in view of the suggestion made by a gentleman
who said we now want practice and not theory. Well, I am completely at a
loss as to what are the wishes of the Northern Region. [, as the Secretary
of Northern Self Development Fund which was seriously attacked when
we proposed to send boys to public schools in England, today, find people
come forward to say they want their boys sent there. Never mind, that is
accepted by the Ministers. I should like to point out the difficulties of
obtaining seats in schools in the United Kingdom and in other places. This
I started towards the end of 1950 in order to get at least seats for five boys
in the public schools and thirty seats for artisans in the United Kingdon.
Going on for long it looked as if 1 were wasting my encrgy, so I had to try
to appoint an agent in the United Kingdom who should be paid by the
Committee so that he could be tuken as their employec.  He has been
going around to all schools for months and months, and it was only fortunate
for us three months ago that he was able to get five scats in the United
Kingdom. Wbhat is the obstacle ? The obstacle is age. \Vhat is the
obstacle 7 The obstacle is that you bhave to apply for years in advance
before you ean get eatry. I said [ wented to send boys frons the age of
thirtcen to urteen, but vuc day whe.. we were sicting in this Fouse, I had
a cable which said that no fourteen-year old would be accepted, only
thirtcen-year old.  Well, we had already sclected boys of thirtcen. and a
year had fapsed so we couldn’t do anything but go to get fresh boys.  Well,
anyhow, the boys are at last going at the beginning of next month (hear,
hear).  And, furthermore, [ have got u letter tast week asking me to forward
names of boys who would he going next year.  We are not going to make a
mustake of sclecting boys at the age of thirteen row, but ut the age of twelve.
(Stight interruption by Mallam Ibrahim Imam). 1 am quite right in saying
s0, because it will take a year before the boys go, and when they go there, it
will be at the age of thirteen.  Furthermore, a gentleman was saving that
we should only send the sons of the poor and not of the rich.  Tlow many
of our children here, as members of the rich, gone 1o these schools 7 TTow
many rich people do you think arc willing to send their sons to the clementary
schools, much less, therefore, o spend thousands and thousands of pounds
on their education abroad 2 Well [ advise the Llouse that the Motion is
well framed and is going to Jead us to a better North.  “The way haz already
heeiv exploved and i open, it is now up o we e the landers of the country,
parents and guardians of schoothoys to trv to cncourage them to take study
as their carcer. Mr President, Sir, | beg 1o support. .
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Patrick Fom, Lsq. :

Mr President, Sir, the matter of scholarships 1s of great’ importance
and a very interesting one indeed. 1t is my opinion, I think it vvould be
very good if this House would consider something in regard to the scholarship
matter. We Lo onosuying that the Northern Region is sl backward,
but that gap ew been fitled. 1 want 1) bt g o the understanding of the
LHonourable Members and everyboedy 10 inis Touse to know that 2 man who
has been in Burope as w cook can spenk King's English.

[ think hovs v th NMiddle 1T qualifications are very good (o be sent to
Eurepe on schelamhips from the Northern Region, and they will do wonderful
work when they come back, in comparison with the ordinary cook who cannot
read or write, but able to speak King's Buglish. Therefore, 1 think a boy
with Middie IT quai:fications will speud almost four years in Hurope to
get the best qualifications to fit for better posts in this Region.  All the gaps
have been filled, so therefore, I have only one thing to put to this Housc,
sedl that is this Housc should try to get more money, and the only way through
to get more moncey, s to stop what we call British Council tours, which is no
scholarship. but is only a trip to go and sce Europe, and to waste moncy for
nothing. So, I am asking the Indulgence of this Flouse to consider some-
thing scriously, alfccting this British Council visit to LEurope, so that we can
get money to send our boys of Middle [T to go to Europe for further study.

The third thing I want to be put into practice again is that if there
is no room in Furope for Middle II boys, well, I beg to move that a big
college in Nigeria should be butlt to train our boys to get scholarships in
Nigeria.  Our new College of Arts, Science and Technology should be as
the University College at Ihadan. .\ qualified teacher from Europe could be
posted in Nigevia to teach our boys how to pass a scholarship examination.
Going to Europe is not a small thing, you know. Tt wastes a lot of money in
transport.  T'hese hovs, most of them, may be suffering from starvation.
As they are not uscd to the sort of dict used in Lurope.  (Laughter) (interrup-
tion).

The Minister of Social Services (e Ion. Aliyu, M.H.R., Makaman
Bida) : 4
How many ol (1 have died ?
Patrick Fom, Esq. :

I'did not eay that some one died in Furope against starvation.  But L
say that African bovs who are always taking plenty of food, will suffer from
starvation owing to iiitle food taken by Europeans in Burope. T heg to support
the matter of the scholarships in question.

The President :
The sitting is suspended {or fifteen mitnutes.

A TLE0 @i
Mallam Yahaya Iorin, ML.ILR, :

Ny President, Sir, we have listened to many speeches on the Motion of
the Minister of Social Services, T think we have Histened to so many speakers
L am now suggesting that the question be now put. ((dpplause).

3. 0. James, Esq. ¢

My President, w1 eecond thas,
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The President :

‘T'he Honourable Yahaya THorin has asked that the question be put.
OQvite a number of Honourabie Members have spoken ~abot urteen —and
I arn inelined to think that no minority views will be suppressca o the question
is put. If the Tlonourahic Minister moving the Notion wishes to reply,
he has a chance now.

The Minister of Social Services (The Hon. Aliyu, M.H.R., Makaman
Bida) :

Mr President, Sir, (o begin with [ would like to thank ail the NMembers
for their appreciation and the compliments that they have paid 1o us. Really,
I have very little to say in winding up, bat i weuld Hke to reler to some of
the points raised by some of the Members.  To begin with, I would like to
thank the Central Minister off Nutural Resources for his clucidation of the
real points. I would also like to say a word or two on the points put forward
by the Honourable My James. Mr James said that he had wished the Motion
to be moved by a loor Member. I sce no difference in moving the Motion
by a Member from this Bench because he has as much opportunity to speak
on it as if it is moved by the floor Member.  He also said that he had met a
great number of cducated people in this country and he has been in this
country for a fong time. It is true that there are educated people in this
country, but arc they qualified to go for overseas education ?  He went even
to the extent of saying that there are hundr ~ 1d hundreds of seconda:
school boys. I declared in my speech yes . 7 that there are only two
secondary schools now in this Region who are entcring for the certificate
cxamination. [ would also like to tell him that last December the students
cf the Sccondary School, Zaria—thirty-two of them, took their examination,
and only ninc passed. I now come to the p~=* raised by Mr Chiere.
Fe made mention of up grading our Middle Scl yprovide more s cnts
to be qualified to go to England.  This has been the intention and the aim
of the Liducation Department which has been working on it since the
beginning of the year. 1 do not think you would like me to tell you that
there are no staff, no equipment, cte., but it is one of the problems to which
we are giving our closest attention.  [Te also mentioned rhwe point of getting
teachers from other Regions. I will say that I am not aware that there arc
surplus teachers in the other Regions ; with the expansion of the cducation
there, I thought they were just in the same position as we arc here. But if
there are surplus teachers they conid be employed by the N.As. who are
the proprictors of these Middie Schools. Again, he referred to the question
of what he culied distribution. e tatked about distribution of scholarships
and a number of Members afterwards also made mention of these words,
“distribution of scholurships”. 1 would say that I do not really understand
what is meant by that, but I wiil explain that there 1s no question of Jistribut-
ing scholarships to any part of the Region.  Wherever we find a qualified
man to go, we are ready to consider him. - Now, he also made mention of
American scholarships. When b ointroduced this Motion vesterday, |
intentionally refrained from bringing in that point. [ thought wi would
leave 1t to be mentioned by other Members, to give them opportunity to
raise that point themscelves, und it has now been raised so 1 am going to say
something aboutit.  Many American Universities are not up to the standard
af Pritish Universities. This fact is vecognised, even in America itself, and
they Lave orgimised an Association, known s the Rezional Aevediting

Assoctation,
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If we wish to ascertain the comparison of the degrees i American
dversities, we have our laison there, Mr DMerritt, and we can always
wult him. We also have adist of Sinerican Universities whose degrees are
epted by the Institute of London University. Many Anwerican degrees
cipnivatent to the Intermediate degree of the London University.  That
wt o University degree as generatly understood in the United Kingdom.
ite apart from that, hefore American anthorities permii a student to enter
ir country, there are numerous formalitics to be complied with,  We
ny this fact because we are sending Mallam Mora, the Hedwaster of
ia Secondary School to Amerien in Nugust. There are also currency
trictions and presumably, all students going to America have to be financed
dollars standing to the credit of the Nigerian Government, unless of
irse, they ars sponsored by bodies in America as i the cose of Mallam Mora.
1nk I made this clear to Mr Obikere because he said afterwards that he
ald not like these people to go over and come back with all sorts of degrecs
h as arp., Do, and vhep., and know nothing.  Ile wants them to see our
ple when they come back as doctors ; to work as doctors, not only forall
se degrees, and still not know how to operate or how to prescribe proper
dicine.  There is one important point raised by Mallam Ibrahim Imam.
at js the question of raising the stundard in Nigeria.  Of course, it is one
he problems confronting us now and I assure him that we are giving our
sest attention to it and we are taking steps to sce that the standards are
ed, but he said the education system nceds overhauling, with which I
not agree.  Sarkin Shanu also raiscd the point of sending our people to
pt. I want to assurc him that we will look into this. He also said they
it a practice and not a theory. I have the same view ; that is my policy.
so want a practice and not a theory. Now, Mr Patrick Fom in his speech
! that moncy 1s the cquipment and we have got it. I do not agrec. 1
qualification is the equipment. He also went on to say that he met a
k who went to England, stayed there for two years, came back and was
+ to speak Unglish like an Englishman, and he advised that we should send
s from Middle [T and Middle I there in farge numbers, so that they will
n and whatever knowledge they have will be of great use.  Ile then went
0 say that we should not send them there because they will starve !
Mr President, Uir, [ ask the TTouse just to adopt the Declatios
othing controversial in i, The Resolution mercely scuks the authority
ais House to usc the money. (L Ipplause).

: President :

Mr James has sooved an amendment to the Motion in which he proposes
clete i the thivd and fourth lines the words- —“on the instructions of the
weinl Seerctary with the advice of the Northern Region Sclinturship
<17 Those in Favouy say “Ave”, those of the contrary opinion say “No™

“Noes” have it.

The question is that the Motion on the Order Paper in the name of the
ister of Sociut Services be approved. Those in favour say “Ave”| those
e contrary orinion say “No. The “\ves’ have it,

The nest Motion was put forward by NMallamy Mohammadu Inuwa
o who s away, and as a special case T propose to allow Mallam Belle
dago to move it onchis behalf. [ would emphasise that this is a special
and will not be taken as a precedent,

suadam Bello Dandagzo, MILR,, Gakilin Waje @

My President, Siv, [ beg leave to mave the Motion standing in the name
o et mad e Inuvea Wada who fs o v s heres Be it resolved
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- “That a humble address be presented to His Ilonour, the
Licutenant-Governor, praving him that he may be pleased to order for
a provision to he made in the 1953-54 Estimates of the Northern Region
for a minimum of 500 scholarships tenuble in and outside Nigcriu”.o
Mr President, it is the pressing need for nowledge in this country
which has compelicd wiallam Tuuwa Wada to wove this Motion.  Sir, ijf
there is anything . hich this Region requires more thee anything clse today
it is education.  Children of this Region nve not specitically dull or stupid
by nature but it was a mistake in the pa, and on our part, and it is an
unfortunate one which has mude the situation what it is today. — Mr President,
in the past, we, as youny children at that time, we were foreed Lo be educated
but the position is different today,  Our children are now chasing and forcing
us to give them what cducation we cap, so, if this humble Motion is p_‘ssed)
and I hope it will be passed, the gulf in cducational advanceiment which
exists between this Region and the others will not be as wide, and it is
generally believed that in the not distant {future the gulf will be bridged.
Mr President, there seems to be a general liking for learning in this country
today and, that being so, the new move, if it gocs through, will meet with
success,  Sir, much of what I want to say has becn said a number of times
and repeated and repeated this morning.  Before T waste the time of this
House, Mr President, I beg to move that this Motion be accepted.

Mallam Muhammadu Sambo, M.H.R. (Chiroman Hadejia) :
Mr President, Sir, I beg to sccond.

The Minister of Social Services (The Hon. Aliyu, M.H.R., Makaman
Bida) : : ’

Mr President, Sir, I beg to opposc the Motion. In opposing this
Motion, am afraid [ have to repeat and repeat and repeat what I said before.
I‘ would first of all like to point out the following fact. At the March Budget
Session in 1949 it was agreed that o Nogthern Region Scholarship Fund
should be established by putting aside for that purpose £25,000 cach year
for a period of cight vears. I said this before. "There isljllrc:uiy £100,000
plus accumulated interest, available in this Fund and there is not (11E’sligi1tcsé
possibility of the Fund being exhausted during the financial year 1953-54.
The Member's Norion will be of no practical valug, sines scholarships wiil
be awarded from the adequate resources of the Northern Region Scholarship
Boord. It might well be that in the financial year 1954~S§ the Fund may
require additional moncey but there is no prospect at all of its nceding more
money in 1953-54. In additon o the Northern Region scholarship Fund
and the independent Scli-Help Fund, Scho]arships‘ are awarded o some
Northern students by the Government as | explained. Vs a further safeguard
to cusare that no deserving student is refused financial assistanee, the If?iucn—
tion Department includes 1,000 in its Estimates to help students at [nstitu-
tions for p{'oviding higher education.  As I said, I am going to repeat—may
T once again explain the position about the entry into overseas Universilies.
I\‘IAOSt of those denied admittance hoe higher qualifications than an average
Nigertan student. This is one problem that money cannot scttle. Yot
will remeniber bow until recently certain brands of bieyeles were unobtainable
although there was plenty of money in the pockets of those wishing to purchase
them. This was because there were not enough to go round. It is the same
with certain kinds of cducation and I say aglxin that money will not buy a
Universily education nowadays, 1 ko the Baston and Western Regions
hive promized 1o averd o large vamber of scholirships and at the hu:rili]infr
they mentioned wospueific number to be awarded, But if yon el the PI‘«:STS
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Release from the Tast and West, you will find that now they refrain from

making a specific number ! They are now saying that they arc awarding

@ certain number, not saying 250 or 150 or something like this.  When they

made their frst investigations [ think they had not considered how their

proposals were to he iwplemented and they are no doubt now regretting that

the promises were sde. Lanrure no oae in this House would wish me to

o Lo simitar i-judged promises thet cannot be impleniented and so will

Lring this House into divrepute. ' have referred in another speech to the

need for us not to decciy - vurselves.  Every effort is made to provide higher

education for the inkubitamts of this Region, but it is wven more cssential

that we should try and improve primary and sccondary cducation, and that is

why when the Honourable Mallam Ihrahim fmam brought up this question

of faising the standard I was very pleased Prense it is by raising the standard
that we shall be able to have more and mote schools really suitable for

University cducation. 'The proposcr of the Motion would be the first to

admit that most of the people in the Provinee he represents have little desire
for cducational reform and, in fact, he has said it.  Until that lack of enthu-
siasm disappears it is unrealistic to promisc 500 scholarships in the next
financial year. Members of this House will, I am sure, refusc to seek cheap

popularity while approving a Motion that bears no relation to the facts of
the situation. May I once again ask you for a moment to look quietly and
seriously at this problem. Ve here in this House can make all the necessary
arrangoments for scholavships and secure places at Universities, but no
amount of questions to Government or letters to the Press can overcome
the apathy of a people towards education.  Very many of us in this House
have been teachers, including the mover of the Motion, and we know how
we and our fellow teachers have struggled in the past, and continuc to struggle
today, against indifferent parcats and sometimes, I regret to say, of those in’
authority. This is particularly so in the casc of the village teacher.  All too
frequently 1 hear, and you must hear, the same requests to make the cxamina-
tions easicr, and the requests to lower standards, demands that lazy people
should be lightly dealt with, and so on.  This sort of thing will get us nowhere.
In fact, I would say that anyone who asks [or easy examinations, anyone who
pardons the lazy boy and discourages him from working, anyonc who
discourages ihe teacher and does not ask him to give of his urmost, is the
nemy of this count.:” aind particclarly this Region’s Scinlarship Scherme.
We here in this House must do more than talk. It is our duty to urge parents
to send their children to school. It is cur duty to demand the utmost from
our teachers and to ensure that the ‘Mai Gidy', every Village Head and cvery
man in the town must give this Motion support.” "There is no compromise,
no casy way. L'hosc who are not with us in this matter wholcheartedly, [
would say that they are aguinst us.  Dr President, [ beg to oppose.

G. U. Chikere, Esq. :

Mr President, Sir, it seems to me that those of us who are clected have
not understood the system of Motions in this House.  Motions from the
Government Beneh go through but Motions [ror private Members always
go to the floor.

The President :

| must ask the Member to withdeaw that. The Louse has its free vote
and the vote prevails,
G. U. Ohikerc, Esq. :

Al Dresident, Sty b0ty suppet this Motion and T appeal o the
Menibers of this Lowse tosnpport the Mution, I the words of the Motion,
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if the scholarships cannot be got from outside they could be given within
the Region. The Motion says that moncy should be voted to give 500
scholarships. It could be in Elementary or Middle Schools or it could be
in Arabic Schools. A NMinister could be wrranging scholarships overscas
and this money conld be used within the Region. T repeat again, Tappual to
the Members of this 1onse to let this Motion go through this time. T beg
to support.

The President :

Before any other Member speaks 1 i v take grave exception to what
the Member has said. Ilc is suggesting that the conduct of this 1ousc is
partial.  After the very many Motions of the Budget Session I thought that
all Members of this 1louse understood the procedure.  When the vrices are
taken, as the official phrasc says, an opportunity is given for thc Ayes to say
Ave and the Noes to say No. I have now divided the question so that I
and the House can heur quite clearly who says Aye and who says No.  Where
the voices appear to be cqual there is obviously a chance that a division might
succeed. Where the voices are not obviously cqual any group of Members
exceeding fifteen may still demand a division and they can test for themsclves
whether they are in the majority or minority. The business of the Chair is,
as the word of the Order says, to collect the voices to decide which is the
majority. It would obviously waste a great deal of the House’s time if we had
a division on every Motion but the suggestion that the direction of the House
is partial 1s a serious one.

G. U. Ohikere, Esq. :
Mr President, Sir, I am not withdrawing any of the statements I have
made.

The President :
The Chair notes the attitude of the Member.

Mallam Jibir Daura :

Mr President, Sir, [ wish to speak on this matter which has been brought
forward. I have listened to what was said yesterday and what has been
anid this merring on the question of educestion. It s been said today that
it is reyuired to sena IVortherncre abroad c. somewhere wiain Nigeria to
increase their knowledge.  ITsupport this Motion. My reason for supporting
this Motion is that since the mover of this Motion has said it is not necessary
that it must come from outside he belicves that even in Nigeria there are
places which have much more education than others.  He is therefore of the
opinion that more knowledge could be given tn Nigeria.  That is so far right.
1 support this Motion and all that T am appealing for is that the TTouse should
find a way wherehy the knowledge of this country is to be increased at once.
Tt is said that there is money but there are no students qualified ¢nough to
go abroad. How long arc we to wait until we have those students 7 We
must do something now. There are places in Nigeria where students can
oo and study further.  As for study abroad it is contended that there are
now no highly qualified students ¢ligible in the North for that at preseot and
nothing has been started to improve the situation.  Jor how many vears
are we to wait in the Novth 2 Ny point is that we should try to evpand
what little education we have got.  Tuke for instance the Technical School
which has heen opened in Kaduna, most of the students brought to that
institution ceme from Middle IT, On completing their eourse they muke good
achievernent. 1 would stress the work of one of those stndents which was

X
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a building put up under his direction. 1 do not think he did that because of
a bigh academic knowledge he had got, but it is the product of deep cxperience
and T do not think that those who have been fully qualificd could have done
better.  Another example i the pottery work displayed in the Members’
wuitiug room of this Hoace which worl s said to come from Abuja.  This
agnin i ogather is Lo the result of a high academic qualification but of an
orgd ised day to day evpericnce. IF further assistinee he given to such
students they could adver veand i time atwin to the required standard.
It has just been said then ey does not buy knowledge.  But how are the
schools built and cquird? Is it without money ? Avd bow are the
teachers paid 7 Is it without money ¢ Tt has also been said that we should
not duceive ourselves but we should waie until we get lurge number of highly
renlified Northerners.  T'here is no deception more sertous than stretchmg
an object to a person with the pretence that it would be but not actually
given to him only ecmpty words. Empty words, as is well known, never
satisfy a hungry man.  We here in the North are hungry as far as education is
concerned and we shall never be contented unless and until we are given it.
On this point, Sir, if the 500 scholarships cannot be awarded, I beg that a
good number of them should be awarded. I support the Motion that
scholarships should be given to the Northerners, either within or outside
Nigeria.

Mallam Sa’adu Alanamu, ML.ILR, ;

Mz President, Sir, I would like to draw the attention of this House to
the wording of the Motions presented here.  In the previous Motion of the
Minister of Social Services, the Motion which was adopted in this House,
reads thus at the end —

g

........ scholarships to students of Northern Nigerian origin to
higher training institutions in Nigeria and abroad”.
There are those words, “in Nigeria”, and since that has been adopted
and we know the conditions as they now prevail, this second Motion does not
arise.

Mallam Ibrahim Imam, M.H.R. :

§ir Prosideni. Oiv, T viee o sapport the Movion, Toppose ihe previous
speaker.  Insupport of the Motion {would like to make a small amendment.
It is not properly worded. | would like to amend “for a minimum of 500
scholarships tenable within and outside Nigeria”, to vead “for a considerable
number of scholarships tenable overseas”.

We want scholarships tenable overseas, not neeessarily Tagland, and
the Minister of Social Serviees s partly vight to oppose the Motion, |
believe 1f we say “a considerat [ number of scholurships”, he may be able w
yicld, and T hope he is, becituse he is our Minister and we put him in his
place, und he knows very well that he is responsible to us. It is the need of
the people in this tonse and of the people of Northern Nigeria that scholar-
ships tenable overseus be given to students with qualifications, and T think
the [Ionourable Membher witl agree wirh me to appeal for provision to be
provided for a considerable number of scholurships tenable overscas. But 1
am afraid the Financial Seeretary will say there is no money, and T am going
to suggest a provision for this money.  The provision is that [ am going to
suggest to the Financial Scerctavy now to stem down the non-pr&ducrivc
Departments to their skefero. With ehe induloence of the Chair T now
o that the anwendnaenis stuwding i my nwe be adopted ; that the wordy
o scholarships o students of Northern Nigerian origia to higher
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training institutions in Nigeria and abroad” be deleted, and the words
o a considerable number of scholarships tenable overseas” be
inscrted. I beg to amend.

Mallam Sa’adu Alanamu, M.JLR. :
Mr Presidont, Sir, can we debate on the amendment ?

The President :
Certainly, when it has been sccond <0, but not before.

Mallam Yakubu Wanka, M.H.R. :

Mr President, Sir, 1 risc to support the Motion and amendments,  "The
reason why I am supporting this Motion is that the Northern Region at
present is not ic2ll; in need of scholarhsips for hig'wr cducmion alone. By
this I mean degree courses.  There is also a great need of courses for diploma
in certain subjects. There are some subjects the standards of which should
be raised in the North and these are Agriculture, Accountancy, Nursing,
Survey, Local Government, Medicine, cte., cte.  But if we say that we must
wait until we have qualified people who can go direct to Universities, how
long will that take us ?  The result is that we shall go no where. We must
do something to improve the present position. With regard to the amend-
ment, it is true that 500 scholarships in 1953-54 is not justifiable, but some-
thing must be done to give as many scholarships as possible. Mr President,
Sir, I beg to support. ’

T~ A-~+'1g Financial Secretary :

M. . resident, Sir, Mallam Ibrahim lmam, whe has just left the Hall,
- said that it he puts in provision in the next year’s Estimates for a large
number of scholarships, the Financial Secretary will cut them down for
the reason that there 1s no moncy. The money is already there ; we have
agreed to it this morning. The point 1 would like to make, Sir, is that this
Motion we arc now debating, and the amendment, are both unnecessary.
In the Motion which we debated yesterday and completed this morning,
the Housc agreed that the whole of the Scholarship Fund could, if nccessary,
be realised mmmediately. We have already £100,000 in that Fund. 1 do
not think it would be possible to find enough people in this Region sufficiently
qualificd t spzad that whole amwount i one yeur s s~holarships.  There
is more than enough money in that Fund to give every single boy who is
qualified in this Region a scholarship. This Resolution proposes that,
having got this moncy already, we now put in provision for more. There is
one other small point.  Some people have mentioned about scholarships
within the Region. 1t does not scemn to be realised that in future all training
institutions will be free inside this Region.  No fees will be payable by anyone
at a training institution in the Region.  Mr President, Sir, [beg to opposc.
Mallam Muhammadu Sani Dingyadi, M.H.R. :

Mr President, Sir, the Minister of Social Services Las already explained
everything in connection with scholarships.  He left nothing unexplained.
He explained that ample {unds are available ; he explained the impossibility
of making a promisc and this may be due to lack of suitable candidates and
duc to lack of schools where those students should be sent.  Whilst [ agree
entirely with the Minister of Social Services, Istili have sympathy with the
mover of this Motion and I think something justifinble should be done. My
suggestion 1s that the mover of this Motion should agree to accept a certain
amendment o his Motion, T amsuggestng my sinendnient solely for the

purpose of beine Mt severe o the Government in arder 1o do awiy with
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relaxation that may come from the side of Government. I know that
vernment is trying, and I belicve it will be trying, but I hope it will try
rhard.  So I wish to bring this amendment to this Motion, hoping that
mover of this Motion will accept the amendment. \While deleting all the
ds of the Motion, and retaining the sensce of it, I suggest that the Motion
2d read as follows :—*“"That a humble addier s be presented to His Honour
Lieutenant-Governor, praying him that lic may be pleased to order that
:sperate cffort be made to aim at giving a minimuam ot 500 schol'rhips in
outside the United Kingdom to Northern Nigerian students during the
- 195354,

: President :

Is the Honourable Nerber greatly attached to the word “‘desperate”
ause it has a rather odd significance in English. As the House is aware,
sperate” in English means “hopeless”.  (Laughter). 1 suggest the word
ious”.
llam Mubammadu Sani Dingyadi, M.HLR. :

Mr President, I withdraw the word “desperate’ and substitute the word
dous”. (Laughter). My reason for this amendment, Sir, is quite plain.
we already said it. It does not mean that I am not in agreement with

Minister of Social Services. I want the Government to accept this
yosal, to have this aim in mind and to do its best towards it. It may be
sible that the Government may be able to send these 500 students overseas.
1ay be possible that they could send only 300 or even less but we want to
certain that the Government has done its best and has looked in every
ier of the world in scarch of schools to send Nigerian students.  Sir, I
to support the Motion with this amendment.

: President :
The sitting is suspended until 3 pom.,

At 3 pam,

President @

Belore the devwte resones £ wish to inferm the Houuse that i have been
idering the conduct of Mr Ohikere. T have no doubt that he behaved
very disorderly way, and when given the opportunity to withdraw, he
not take that opportunity.  On the other hand, I am also aware that he
cxperienced and ignorant, and in view of that I do not propose to take
drastic action, excent to say to the House that any Member who in future
:s use of disorderly phrases of such a vature will he immedintely
ended.  The debate continues.

Minister of Works (The Hon. Abmadu, M.HLR., Sardaunan
koto) :

I rise, Sir, on behalf of the Government to accepi the asiendment
ght forward by the Sokoto Provincial Member, which he presented just
we the [louse rose.  Furthermore, I have got an observation to make
w discussions that have been tuking place. One of the Members from
3 has been sayving much about lack of education and lack of enthusiasm.
, whose fault is it 7 bt is the Fult of the modern leaders of Northern
ria. We, Dmean ab Lok roand Tean sce over thirty Katsina College
ed teachers, others trained in Kodroa College, who resigned {rom the
witment, that they coneidervery imporenisnd joinedothers, (L ppleuse),
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disappointed to hear from the Member from Ilorin of the poor reception for
Ministers. 'We cannot understand such a discourtesy on this side of the
House.  Our Ministers must be upheld in the highest possible esteem.
Why put a Minister in a small room painted with ordinary local paint ¢ If
our Ministers agree that their visits are official, we are prepared to put up
concrete buildings, not only to house our Ministers but to louse overseas
:/t&mbassadors. I am surc this Motion must fall and thercfore beg to oppose
it.

The Minister for Community Dey clopment (The Hon. Bello Kano
M.HR.) : ’
Mr President, Sir, I should like to say a word or two, as I want to make

the Muembers understand our position -vhen toaring. I and my fellow
Minssters have made it our practice when on tour to accept the facilities
aﬂfogded. by the N.As., or their representatives in the districts, instead of
staying in the Government rest houscs.  Qur reason is that we want to keep
in close touch with the people whom we represent. If we put up with the
N.As. then we think it will be easier for us to see the rest of the people.
W,f, very much appreciate the consideration shown by the Honourable
Inber i~ -uggesting that Government sl *° "7 7 dging for us in
t  morer _ortant centres, but we do not fe ¥

ment to incur considerable expense in ere t berees for us

outside the Govr~—-nent Reservations. I sh thi _ portunity
of expressing ou  1anks to the N.As. who r us so W m
tour, both at the headquarters and in the re very gri ul

to thcm. As one Member has said from Ilor uld be provided
with just a simple thatched hut. In a District no Minister can cxpect to
have a concrete building. Once he can get a hut and a place to rest himself
1t 15 quite sufficient, so I opposc the Motion. ’

Mallam Bello Dandago, M.H.R. (Wakilin Waje) :

Mr President, Sir_my view is similar to Mallam Ibrahim I'mam. In the
first place I am opposing the Motion. It is an equinimical sheer waste of
public money. We have no time for luxury now in the Region. We want
to utilise any and every penny we can in doing something more uscful than
providing + howse for a native of the spil.  We havs 1o e for it ‘L'he just
speaker but one mentioned that when on tour our Regional Ministers should
live with the Residents or District Officers. 'That may be a prison life for
some of them because it would divorce them from their natural life,  Sir,
Ministers when on tour §hould live with us in the towns, in the villages, in
the cottages, but no special houses, cither concrete or mud should be built.
S. O. James, Esq. :

Mr President, Sir, may I suggest that the question be now put.
Mallam Ahmadu, M.H.R. (Lamdo Mubi) ¢

Mr President, Sir, I beg to sccond,

The President :

I. thlpk that is the _\\'ish of the ITouse. The question is that the Motion
stazl‘c‘img In the name of Mallam Audu Anace be approved. Those in favour
say “Aye”, those of the contrary opinion suy “No”, The “Nocs” have it.
T. Ayilla Yogh, Esq. M.H.R. :

Mr President, Sir, I beg to et 1 ng i

] eident, Sir, move the Motion standine in n i
the Ovder Paper, N o
Be it resolved :

ing the Govern~
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“That as a practical means of enabling the Tiv people to share in
the enjoymient of good government in the true scnse of 1t, this Honourable
Housce requests that 2 humble address be presented to His Honour the
Lieutenant-Governor praying him to appoint an independent Conmis-
sion of Inquiry to investigate into the present anarchical situation in
which the 'Tiv people have found themsclves ; and make a statement to
this Honourable House for debate as carly as possible”.

Mr President, Sir, this is a humble Motion which [ intend -+ present
in good spirit in order to call Government’s attention to certain irregularities
of administration in 'Iiv country. I am not prepared te say anything
concerning the North in general until 1 have cleaned my own door. In
presenting the Dlotion T am not umnindful of 1w fucr that Goverrment
servants are awarc of the need for development and improvement of local
administration in gencral but that is a long term policy. We of the Tiv
people have a special case, we have a special problem which requires special
attention. Our problem is one which should be placed on the list of priorities
because it is one that involves life and deutll. DNr President, I submit with
respect that the Tiv Local Government is most unsatisfactory because a
Government that is based on power and superstition is not desirable at the
moment. What we have in Tiv country now is confusion and lawlessness.
We have riots now and again. There is disunity, disrespect and discontent.
There is nothing that makes life worth living. We have not got leaders of
our own choice. 'We are a people with disorderly and disorganised Govern-
1 -t machinery. The East can now boast of a new Government scheme—-
1 West is following on the same lines. The Northern Moslems are proud
of their own sound tradition. The non-Moslem community of the North is
neither here nor there.  They are a forgotten lot—an extro quantity. (Cries
of “No”). I want to say from the outset that if the British were to leave this
country today, we 'Tiv people would not have anything good to their credit.
They have betrayed the trust we have invested in them, the trust that they
would be able to maintain good Government in Tiv country. This is no
credit to thein. I am wondering if this is a sign of weakness or a dcliberate
attempt to cndanger the prestige of a once peaceful people. Before the
advent of the 3 idal wo ware a people with scund Gaverament, On page 2
of his book Captamr R. C. Abraham stated chat like ali the Bantus (4o Tiv is
essentially a democrat,  That is how he saw them.  Tf, before the advent of
the British, we had a Government which was democratic how can the British
escape the blame that our country is now bad.  Trappears they are responsible
forit. T'here are stories which prove that they urce responsible for the confu-
sion and lawlessness which now exists in the Tiv country. Oue of them
dates as far hack as 1929, That date, 1929, is unforgetiable in T'iv country.
Tt is marked with sorrowful songs, just as wus the case amongst the Smerican
Negroes.  Cruelty and brutality came out for exhibition. I do not know
how it started hut Administrative Officers on tour visited nearly every village,
they collected the old men and old respected peasants in 1'iv country. They
were chained up, lined up and beaten. 1 witnessed one of them. [t was
particularly terrible. ‘I'he man was tied against a tree and w number of
policemen were asked to beat him— he was beaten as long as the orders lasted.
I could not help standing there because T was just a small boy and I eried.
The prisoncrs were erying and calling for their mothers and cverybody. 1
found afterwards what was the cause for taking all these drastic steps. The
District Oflicers wanted o die into the Tiv meneal outlonk. Ther v seted to
find out about superstition and ritual Lilling, 1 do not think this s « polite
way of digging mtu a people’s meutal outlook,  This has an inncermost
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cffect on people. It has instilled in the Tiv man 2 fecling of inferiority.
Our leaders in Tiv country now dread the European rather than respect
him.  Mr President, up to the moment of speaking we cannot count the
British, residencin Tiv country, as a blessing.  There are many things which
go to tell the same story.  In 1934 we experienced that our Chicfs were
lowered in rank. We idedified the Chicf by his staff. These staffs were
seized away. 1939 was the sharpest turning point in “I'iv history under the
British.

The President :

I hope the Member is coming to the point in the Motion. 'The Motion
is auite clearly worded here and I think we Lave been ratlier a long way from
the point. 1 have allowed the Member « much latitude as, obviously, some
back history is necessary but I hope we reach the Motion before long.

T. Ayilla Yogh, Esq., M.HLR. :

Mr President, Six, [ am trying to cxplain why a Commission is necessary.
T'he bad state of affairs existing in Tiv country dates from 1929. In that
age our Chiefs were dethroned,—the real Chief of the pcople, and the
Administrative Officers appointed men of their own choice.  From them
the natural people, the masses, ceased to have anything to do with the appoint-
ment of Chiefs. The District Officers dethroned the rcal Chicfs and appointed
men of their choice on the basis of the juju sworn. I do not want to tire the
House any further on this matter because there are other things which the
"Tiv people suffer as well.  For example, forced labour in the tin mines, the
causcs which contributed to the Makurdi riots and the petition which has
just rcached the Lieutenant-Governor about two ex-servicemen-—-Emberga
and Tguse. 'These two people are now in shelter with the National Council
of Nigeria and Cameroons [Headquarters, Lagos. But suffice it to say that
if the District Officers go to the extent of carrying stones in their pockets to
throw at Chiefs and other people, or asking Councillors to shut up, while
Native Affairs are being discussed within the House, you can scc what I am
talking about. The District Officers are still in charge of everything. No
moncy is released from the I'reasury without their signatures. Nothing is
taken from the ©.a. stores without their cunseit No 2.4 .otor moves
without their previous approval.  Mr President, Sir, we are held up. These
and many more are the things which have brought about the confusion. It is
high time we had a change. V¢ want leaders of our own choicc. We do
not want to hase our Governinent now on power and superstition. These
Governments arc out of date.  We want to retirn to our old form of Govern-
ment which a Britisher termed “democratic”.  \We want to form Village
Councils, District Councils and N.A. Councils on popular clections.  We
want the interest of the masses to dominate. Mr President, Sir, I beg to move.

Mallam Dauda Haruna Kwoi :

Mr President, Sir, I heg to second. | agree to most of what the previous
speaker said. T know that country. He mentioned many things which took
place long ago but he has not mentioned the things that arc taking place now.
In my view, he js rather selfish to keep on mentioning Tiv.

Benjamin Akiga, Esq. :
Mr President, 8Sir, L am sorry to sav that T do ant support the last

speaker. L am sorry becaase he &5 a 'y like myself and also we are all
Members from Beaue Provinee,
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T am fairly old. [ am also the author of a publication called “Akiga’s
Story” in L'ty language. I'his will justify that I have u fair knowledge of
the Tiv country.

I should like to draw the attertion of the Fouse to the Gwt that NMr
Ayilla Yogh s a boy as he himscli has pointed ont during e course of his
specch when he mentioned that he oace saw a certain man being tied to a
tree and beaten and when he saw rhat, he started to cry and ask reason for
that. This shows that he was a boy at the time and did not v erstand
what was going on.

Sir, the 1lonourable Ayilla is asking His Honowr the Licutenant-
Governor 5 appoint a commission of inquiry to investigate the affairs in
Tiv country. [ do not support this. Our couiitry s piogressing with the
aid of the Administrative Officers and the leaders of the country.  On the
question of disturbances which he has mentioned, the leaders and the
Administrative Officers should not be blamed at all, that 1s 110\\[ the world
is. Disturbances happen everywhere cven in [ausa arca and in England
and other countries. The Member also alleged that we do not like each
other. No onc can force somebody to like his brother. Likcness is a
natural thing and nobody can force me to like my brother.  Why should he
say that the Administrative Officers should make us like cach other ?

T'he Member also mentioned that the Administrative Officers have
degraded our chiefs and have taken away their staffs of oflicc. The
Honourable Ayilla should remember that he referred to the book written by
Captain Abraham in which he commended the system of Admuust:ratlon in
Tiv Country before the advent of the British.  In this respect it should
thus only be right for the Europeans to take away the staffs from the chiefs
so that they should vevert to the good old system because at that time they
did not rule with the stails given by the Eurpocans. Another point to
note is that our Administrative Oflicers always consult the important people
of the placc before doing something.  They did this before they took away
the stafls and whips from the “dogart’.  The Honourable Member also
made mention of “Swerri” a v quack doctor who announces a chief and
accused the Adnitisiative Giliceee as beluyg veepensitls f- 10 This is
not so. it¢is the Liv themselves wiw showed the Europeuns that it is tidr
custom of appointing chicls “ZTiour”. 'The 'l'iv also told the Europeans
how they wanted their country to be weranged to suit them and then the
Europeans took action accordingly as that was the wish of the people and
was not contrary to any administrative principles.

The Administrative Officers are really helping our country. Recently
a mecting was held at Jecira and the District Officer tonk me there and 1
lectured to the people on the new Coustitution.  In the course of my lecture
Lappealed to ihe people to try harder than they are doing at prescut and also
when they are soing to appoint a Village Head or any chief they should
consult the youns cdieaied mwen and they responded to my appeal. "l'hc
ITonourable Member alio said in his speeeh that the Administrarive Oflicers
appoint chiefs. This is not correct at all—it is the "Tiv who ineet and
seleet their chicfs. T wonder whether the TTonourable Member can give
an instance of a chic who was appointed by the Administrative Ofheers.
Lam sure he cannot do o,

The Ndhninisree Oficers g comoperating with our ehiels and are
advancing the Vdministeatiom of our conary and are helping the prople.
entirely disagree with the views exnressed by M Aville Yogh
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: President :
Is the Member sceconding this Motion ?

[fam Dauda Haruna Kwoi :
Yes, Sir.

Aka, Esq. :
Mr President, Sir, I support the last speaker.

ikondo Igbon, Esq. :
Mr President, Sir, T support the last speaker.

. Gurdu, Esq., M.HLR. :
My President, Sir, I beg to support the Motion.

+ Acting Civil Secretary :

Mr President, Sir, I rise on behalf of the Government to oppose the
tion of the Honourable Member. Therc are two main points : the
- - - +at the Motion reads, ““That a humble address be presented to
I ie Lieutenant-Governor praying him to appoint an independent
nmission of Inquiry”. Now a Commission of Inquiry can be appointed
er the Commissions of Inquiry Ordinance. Such a Commission is
ointed by the Governor and in the terms of the Motion the Lieutenant-
sernor has no powers to appoint a Commission of Inqu%ry. He may, of
rse, if he sees fit, instruct that an investigation be carried out but if he
s so the person or persons investigating will have s “cgal powers. They

not be able to compel the presence of witness That is the first
1t.  The second point is this—that Government does not agree that an
rchical situation exists in Tiv country. 'T'he Member, in moving the
{ion, has referred to various events from past history. The history of

political development of Tiv covers many years. In the very early
rs when it first came under British Administration, the British Govern-
1t instituted a form of Government that was based largely on what they
found in the more Northerly Provinces. At that time there had been
opportunrty w fivesiigaic the habits and custams of the peaple who
¢ coming unuer British administration for the fios* time. As tha years
sed it became apparent that that system was not in accordance with
customs of the people and cxtensive sociological investigations were
sed out most carefully upon the results of which the skeleton of a new
n of administration wus cvolved. It was roughly the same framework
t exists today but there were internif diiTgrcnccs. Subsequentl'y I am
quite sure of my dates but [ think it was in the carly 1930s—disorders
ke out in Tiv Division. In conacction with what 1 think the Tiv call

Nyuambuwan movement, ritual murder or .murdcrs.in conncct'iun with
-héraft took place, and for u time the Division was in a very dlsqrdcred
e. It was apparent that there was still somcthing wrong with the
ninistration—it was stiJl not in accordance with the customs of the
people and, again, extensive investigations werce carricd out. The present
Resident of the Province was then T think t]}c District O.fhccr. After
carcful enquirics from all shades of opinion and from people of the Division
the present system was worked out. T deny, 1 contend Vth:.Lt the Honqgmblq
Membor is completely wrong, when he says that the Native Authorities of
*Piv now are those apprinted by the Buropeans. Hisa fr"j'lu of Government
whiclt the people, after many years of trial and crror, }1(1(‘1\.10(1 was what they
waited,  In any form of Government there are still people who do not
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agree with it, however perfect it may be but the Government believes that
the present form of Government in Tiv is in accordance with the wishes
of the vast majority of the people. The Honourable Member has suggested,
1 think, if T am right in uederstanding him, that the system of Government
in his country 1= not Jdemocratic. He suggests that it is diilicult for the
young men to take part in the Government.  But Government consider
tiat the Tiv people have, under thelr present system, overy opportunity of
sharing in the enjoyment of good Government.  The Tiv Native suthority
consists of a Chief and a Council which includes clan and Findred heads
from no less than fifty-the districts. There are also representatives from
the Alakurdi Council and from the Chicts and Councils of Katsina Ala and
Abinsic The Council represents the opinion of family heads, on whose
influc. oo depends the maintenance of s and ovder. The collection of
revenue depends on them wund the success or projects for education, medical
treatment and so on.  ‘F'he work of development of local administration is
proceeding in 'Tiv Division as it s in the rest of the Region.  Between the
Tiv Native Authority and the District Councils stand what are called
Intermediate Councils and, as part of the development of local administration
in the area, these Intermediate Councils are this year to be given certain
additional responsibility. One word more I should like to say. The
Member made certain accusations against Administrative Officers. [
think, if he is going to make accusations, he must give chapter and verse
for themn. The Government considers that it would be extremely bad,
even if it were considered desirable, to have an Enquiry at present. I am
convinced that those who wish to take an active part in the administration
of their country will, in the future, have more and more opportunity of
doing so. - Mr President, Sir, I beg to oppose the Motion.

The President :
As no other Member wishes to address the House, Joes the mover
desire to reply ?

T. Ayilla Yogh, Esq., M.ILR. :

Alr President, Sir, the Honourable Akiga who opposed the Motion
denied some of my staiements and claimed that he is of age but he has not
deniced that ticre s disconrent o v country. He did ned deny duat, at
the moment, the District Officers still throw stones at Chiels and other
Councillors. I{e did not deny that no money can be taken from the I'rcasury,
nothing from the Native Authority stores, and no motor vehicles can move
without the consent of the District Oflicer. He does not want to say
divectly that he supports the Motion but the Motion is supported indirectly.
The President :

I'he question is that the Motion standing in the name of Mr 'T'. Ayilla
Yogh be approved. Those in favour say “\ye”, those of the contrary
opinicn say “No”. The “Nocs” have it.

The sitting is suspended for 15 minutes,

A 450 pom.

The President :
Aallam Muhammadu Danmallam.

Maliam Mobawsamindn Vo ouale o, MILRL ¢
My Prestdent. Sie Td o to e the Motan standingg fn my wune. <.
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The President :

Before the Honourable Member speaks T must say that the Motion as
it stands is out of order under Standing Order 72, seeing that the last part of
the order is tantamount to a money vote.  1f the Hlember wishes to amend
the resolution he will have to Jeave out the fast part and [ will accept it.

Mallam Muhammoa i Danmallam, bi H.R. ¢

Mr President, 2ir, I do not wish to withdraw that part of the Motion
because | see no differcace between what the Guvernment is now doing,
and what it is being asked to do.

The President :
I that case the Notion is out cf ovder.

Mallam Ibrahim Imam, M.H.R. :

Mr President, Sir, after making scveral consultations and asking
expett representatives, I have come to the conclusion that I should like to
withdraw the three Motions standing in my name until the Budget Session ;
because I have been given an assurance by many people that they will support
me then, because they have not had the opportunity of studying the Motion
before. So as to give the Members as well as Government and the people
an opportunity, I should like to withdraw the Motions standing in my name,

The President :
The Honourable Member then does not move.,

Patrick Fom, Esq. :

Mr President, Sir, before T start on the Motion standing in my name,
I have to say a few words at first, about the land reclamation which made me
to bring up this Motion. It does not mean that I am not satisfied with the
work of the Reclamation Officer but there is something that arises or causes
bad workmanship on the land reclamation worlk. The progress is slow,
indeed. Broken bottles and nails are being put upon the land and are very
harmful to the farmcrs and T hope our Flonourable Minister of Natural
Resources will surely agicg, Leonuse he has witnessed it. i, therefare, move
that this work of Jand reclamation be handed over 1o the Am‘llgnmdtcd Tin
Mines of Nigeria for speedy closing, because they have a lot of powerful
machines to do the work of the Tand reclamation on contract within a year or
two. I want this House to note that food is very essential and without it
we could not be here today.  'Uherefore, [ am pleading that the Henourable
Members of this Houre shoald support this Motion in order that the land rec-
lamation work be handed over to the Amalgamated '1'in Mines of Nigeria for
its speedy closing.  In addition to this the reclamation must be done without
putting in any dangerous marire composing of the said broken hottles and
nails, cte,,  instead of putting good manure to develop the Jand, and
planting some weeds and not trees.  Thercefore, T beg to move this Motion
to the House to consider the handing aver of the land reclamation to the
Amalgamated Tin Mines of Nigeria, hecause the land Reclamation Officer
has only a small machine which does work,  On the Plateau we bave a lot
of Mining dumps over the land right up to Barakinladi, cte., which everybody
eould see when passing along andl most of the farmers of the areas cannot
farm in their farm land ; co i the Amaleamated T Mines of Nigeria took
over this work they could do it in a ve rv short time. My Peesident, Theg
to move,
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Mallam Ibrahim Ymam, M.ILR. :
Mr President, Sir, T bey to second the Motion but T should like to
make an amendment to it.

The President :

I gave a ruling earlicr on this evening that when a Member seconds a
Motion he must scoead it as it stands. It is againe: the whote principle of
dcbate to second something and immediately wish to change it

Mallam Ibrahim Imar:, ot R
Mr President, Sir, | <lo not agree to have it as it stands new, but Task
the President i he will accept my amendment.

The Yresident @
We cannot debate it in that case.

Moses Nyang Rwang, Esq. :
Mr President, Sir, 1 beg to second.

S. 0. James, Esq. :

Mr President, Sir, in supporting the Motion I would like to do so on
the essence of it, which is that the work of reclamation on the Plateau should
be speeded up.

The President :
I cannot accept it. The Motion is quite clear. 'The Motion says that
it should be handed over to the Amalgamated Tin Mines of Nigeria.

5. O. James, Esq. :

Sir, the Honourable Member who moved the Motion knows the
Amalgamated Tin Nines of Nigeria very well, but he perhaps fails to realisc
that the Company is not a Company of contractors. Although on many
occasions they have helpea us a great deal, because 1 remember tha. in less
than a vear ago they helped with mq)plullcntmg the dam at Jos. They
built that dam at what I conzider to be very much luss cost than it would
have been if Government had done it.  Government is reputed to be very
slow workers indeed and it takes much more time to deal \\nh p"mms than
o dorheactual work, L ihis conncotion, Sir, the reclamation of land on he
Platcau is an urgent matter, and we would | like it done as quic l\l_v as possible.
I am not critieising the Land Reclamation Department for net doing it inuch
more quickly than they are doing now, because there is a limit to what
they can do with the reachinery and staff in hand.  And L am not going to
mention the name of the pavticular firm of contractors 1 have in mind, but
there is a firm in this country vhich the Government knows very well and
1 would like them to handle the contract. The main problem is machinery
and if the Government 13 left to do it, it might take them several years to get
the necessary machinery, which is not the case with the fitnn of contractors
which [have in minid.  On the other hand, Sir, the Amalgamated Tin Mines
of Nigeria Limited, wight be appreached, but there again, Sir, machinery
would be the problem and it might mean withdrawing some wachinery
that they have for their own use to do the reclamation work.

Major E. Wilson :

Mr President, Sir, the proposcr of tlis Motion has rather put me on
the spot. While T feel that the _:\m;ﬂgwm:ltml Tin Mines of Nigeria would
like to help in this work, N0 00 Timees has vory righitly pointed out Gy
we we not really carth-moving conteactors, but for mining tin. [ adwmit that
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we have maclinery which would do it quickly but if we use this we would
have to take them off tin mining. 1t would not be possible to do both types
of work at the same time.  This would mean that the output of tin would
go down and this would affect severcly the fivances of Nigeria at a tme when
every penny is required as there woidd bealoss in Royalty paid and the
Income "Tax moncy paid o the Goverunent, and that sum s ver s consider-
able. T want to help, as b said before, and be constructive.  "Lliere are, in
my view, two courses which could be adopted, one, My James has alrcady
mentioned—the employment of a well-kaown contractor who has tl}c
necessary machinery and plant. It mighn cven pay to approach a firm in
England who would ship out the machines they have already, do the work,
and go back home again.  In England, in open-cast coal mining, that is the
method that is adopte, it is net donce on a small scale but ¢« veuy big scale
indeed, so actually the same problem confronts the Government in the
United Kingdom as the Minister of Natural Resources here.  The problem
of farming land being destroyed to the detriment of the farmers and the need
for revenue which s required from the minerals if they arc mined. My
second course is this-~filling in the dumps is a costly precess and also lengthy
if done as a long-term policy. The proposer did mention just before he
sat A~wn “pot trees”, but unfortunately t--* is the point which I want to
bt _ forward. T think it was the proposi 1 the last session who pointed
out that the Forestry were taking up a large amount of farming land by the
forest reserves.  The point at the time was not followed up, but I would like
to followit now. I would suggest that the dumps, instcad of being put baclk, be
planted with forest reserve trees. It has been proved during the last few
years that trecs grow very successfully on dumps, if these dumps were made
the forest reserves and the presznt forest rer-—-3 turned into tarming land,
I think the farmers would have just as much at their disposal than if the
dumps had been put back, and, at no cost. One more point in connection
with that. There would still be the hole from which the dump came which
is now full of warer.  Water is very scarce in this particular arca about which
we are talking und T would suggest that the money which has been car-marked
for this last bit of reclamation would last a long time with a fow pumps
pumping water for irrigation from these holes, and also would give drinking
water and washing water for the local villagers. T am afraid I caunot support
the Motion.

The Minister of Natura! Resources (The Hon. Muhammad Wali,
M.H.R)) :

Mr President, Sir, in rising to speak on this Motion on behalf of the
Government I wish to make it abundantly clear to the [ouse that the present
policy of Government is that reclamation and restoration work on the Platcau
should proceed with all possible speed. 'T'he Reclamation Unit is at present
working on a simple basis but it is hoped to make a start on other arcas when
the heavy equipment now on order has been delivered.  The Government
has not neglected to explore every possible means of tackling the problem
including the ciployment or private contractors. Tl possibility of calisting
the services of the Amalgamated Tin Mines of Nigeria will pot be overlooked.
The Honourable Mover has said, if I am right to understand what he has
said, that no munure should be put on the reclaimed tand,  Tf this is what
he said T think, if manure is not put on the reclaimed Jand not even weeds
would grow for many years.  And I would like to assure the IHonourable
Mover that the Government may examine the statement of Major Wilson.
I the Hehe of this stutenent T sugest o ahe Honourable NMover that the

Mouoscstanding o his naime should be withdraswn,
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[he President :
Does the Ilonourable NMember wish to speak now because if so he will
1t be able to speak again.

vloses Nyang Rwong, o
Bl President, v, L would like to commrent an Major Wilson's point.
should think that ic misunderstood the poinis brought up by the Mover,
nd I should like to think, as Mr fames suggested, did not understand the
sosition of the Amalgaisied Tin Mines of Nigeria.  He has actually pointed
ut that they arc not cwrth-moving contractors but T do not support the
uggestion that the (rees should be planted on the reclaimed land.  If those
cclaimed arcas were planted, it would not be in the interests of the people
cho wre complaining of the lack of lard. T should like to refer to what fias
rcen said by the Minister of Natural Resources. I think he misunderstood
he intentions of the Mover. [ think the Mover said that the reclaimed area
hould be manured and that no bottles should be put on the land so that
hey do not harm the farmers, becausc, as the Minister himself has seen,
hat is the type of manure people complained of last time,  But the Mover
id not suggest that the manure should not be put on the reclaimed land—
he fertility of the land depends on its manure.  We too, the farmers, know
hat this is true. As regards the work of reclamation, I have the privilege
f being a member appointed by the Resident to a Committee to discuss
ow the reclamation work should be carried out. [ understand we agreed
1at foreign contractors should be-invited and what I should like this House
> understand is that what we nced is speedy reclamation on the land. The
resident’s suggestion that the Mover should withdraw is—well then I
‘ould ™" > to direct my question to the Minister. I do not understand why
1 N r should withdraw becausc I think that even this House can
ppreciate that this work will really help us in the Plateau, so with all ‘my
nergy I support this Motion. )

bba Habib, M.H.R. :

Mr President, Sir, I risc to support this Motion, Although there is
o sign of passing this Motion in this Housc--what a fearful sight for
avellers [ these horrifyine holes should ha filled.

he President :

[ do not know how the Members can get up and support a Motion
hen the representative of the firm named in the Motion says they cannot
o the work. I am afraid I do not understand.  The Motion says that the
ork be hunded over to the Amalgamated Tin Mines of Nigeria and Major
flson, who is the General Manager of that Company savs he cannot do it
Inis §s why the Wali suggested the withdrewal of the alotion.

I'hope that the House will forgive me fur one moment if 1 cxplain this
asiness of withdrawing Motions.  In England in the Iouse of Commons
d the Touse of Lords, Members often put down Motions and a debate
kes place and then the AMotion is withdravwn. 1 Honourable Members
e curinus they ean look up the records of the House of Commons and the
ouse of Lords.  Quite often the Mover gets up and begs Jeave to withdraw
¢ Mation.  The veason for that is that he has put down the Motion
scause as we say in Fngland, he wants it ventilated—-he wants people to
Tk about it, and when a mher of people have got up and argued about it
srays Sl right it i Been i the papors and evervhody knows ahout i
id there is no point in voting, oo iU, nolser thing is when a Motion is
ing o be defeated o the Mover sees thaticawill be, it is very muclibetter
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i e i : se. There
to withdraw before it is defeated than lml\’cf}t (\I\C%Lf'toiilil Ltlllm I%o&rzssum ore
, ; Athdraws 1 Motion at all. 3 g
i i ameful about the withdrawal ofa L ‘ ! e the
llslnl(::hlﬁ%lihig Turopean Legislative Dodics 1t 18 constantly done. Doy
ousc the D 2 ¢
still wish to speak ?

Abb?YH'abSli‘i’ Ny President, it seems quitc_l?l-'cl‘y that there 1 “)ll)(i\biil;l[;g

v | those lands.  As has been pomied out by the Speci . ot
o other s 15 ial Member mentioned bt these holes will be \(-,ry”usc v
e %Ptc‘ld I do not think thi there is such a scarcity of \\r‘atcr in
o hOIdmgf“latel\.\'m'Id s to warrant such large holes to be usrcd :115 \vavt)clr
that part o F1c~ of Lo'.l:*u,ing water, and T said previonsly when r.»m,ftrlau,;
Fangiﬂls’lztg;? rlx)j‘:\;ince one would find these holcshaxée \ic;g\wr:li)sv Lif:; (;Jns';\lx;\l !
e 1 i ; ‘tainly sugeest that whocver 18 1¢ )
for 1o tg’l‘rlb%c Slgllict)ltlsulffo\:lloc;l {)(i: ilcbllxtt(l:]n}?)] 11\111Htt)hcm in. And if it s th‘c fdes1rc
o 1Cangtlcsef the Plateau to fill these holes and rc?lalm them as farms,
e peopl? ‘ se support the Motion and to all intents and purp}(:se:s
T e C‘O‘utrh‘z;t e\I')en in long term policies of reclaiming Lhcse_‘t i:xc‘
o bemo poi t in filling them and what would happen In the end lh,.t 1\at
;\}’1011};1‘5:)3;113 I};(:I;mles and nothing cls¢ but holes 1n the Plateau Province.
MerrPresident, T beg to second this.

The President :
Docs the Mover wish to reply.

i sq. * ‘
Patrllf/[li i(;(r:lsll,cifng Sir, T am glad to have been given a cl}{m%‘? trlom thll(do%?;
. Now drinking water. The representative of the lllmld‘g{ ated 1in
I‘{/]I(:;(;s of Nigeria forgets that the Compzmly has gestr?lrlelc(i3 ablftu,l )c(:)sndemned
; i : g cer condemned manuye, L
o rwersfmll)rtgfcrl:li)tg?tlllés ir?du;iils. 1 3:1'14 that if it s dx{’n.cu%t totg(;:rt;
tg}:)t:)duf:”u(l)ure then planting of weeds and cyce.[()imgt p}algtsgotrg trllli)j'ict'c}llr:tatlhis
. i respect -esiden e !
po nOlt‘ tr?‘»en:;lci;rn}ioujflsctl'lc ?;(:\Z;;i;mt to do something for the
b Ch(}“ t(l C~ Sarmers on the Plateau. The repicacuislive of tl;é
ol *11%5'11 Mines of Nigeria went on to say that the farmers shou ¢
Amﬂlgam.‘g%(f 'i\‘t reserves.  Now I want him to understand that thg 1:1‘1'}11 !
gtnrn:h(():n Ptlﬂtea(:l“i‘s individually owaed. H} 11: isHcor'n?ltuxml\g;?i“isg 1tr(1) tLht
< - Zaria, it Wo e all right. ¢ :
i pﬁr;ﬁt?t: Saeyo ITémO(; ?llle/ll‘?{:lltmlttx \':\?:i-ybody has %g_ot his own portmn‘?f
AN 1;{[) rpown partion of the fmrm Jand is in the Forest Rescnc-
o b 1d ‘Pl'}n it. The man whose farm has been dc.,:u'&)ycd, cannot
i \BOLFX' . rilrl:l 7;)1‘tion of farmland in the narrowest [Forest Rcscr\_lc;
T am no 1lrl c\imyy il'or lemieney and sympathy on the poor people on Ln
Plare nOWIIfJ Llrl Amalzanated ‘Uin alines of Nigeria do not want to assist,
e di tktl;lt éh?s House shoald get somebody with machines to hl%
R, plcln*ui}g tl{c Soor natives of the Plateau. We have a lor of m(mc_\’
e o le t{)r N :’\1 i far countrics and it would be very good 1 the money
Y “J']‘t mn.cc‘{ e;nd then et some contractors to bring their m;u:hnn;s
'Cl?lcllkll?ll})'ctlll;lll]r()ut of that monbcv to il in the hol]cs. Thlc 11)00‘11““; s E;{illitt
and s . ot of o nithoneire (laughter). heg the Preside
i 1>_L"Cn pllttll‘lnmtc Lpﬂoilt‘.bﬁ‘t‘l)licii I(iithn]lvu‘ll'ics, 1_:ut [>nm putling this mattCI-.
thau .l‘di? ﬂ;iw’\xéc 2 an idea m gencral. 1 heg the tlonse to SU%P(.”-; 1111\’
Riff:i:ntnt: urd(jr\m contret acme better Company 0 do the worls =i, Dbeg
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The President :

The question is “That the work of Land Reclamation on the Plateau
be handed over o the Amalgamated Tin Mines of Nigeria, Limited, for
speedy closing”. "Those in favour say “Aye”,
say “No”.  I'he “Noes” have it
Puteicli o, dsq. :

Mr President, Sir, T came to Kaduna in February.,  During that time

[ used to take a stroll and one day 1 went to Kaduna Junction :nd found
many cars hanging uhont along side the Kaduna River, as well as |+ Jlestrians,
I collected information regarding the deteation of those curs and the
pedestrians.  Well, I do not want to keep this ITouse too long. T am making
it very short.  We have onr Ministers here now and Hononrable Members
who want to do their wurk very urgeniy.  One of the Ministers wiay want
to leave Kaduna Junction at § sharp in the morning. What will happen
when he comes to the railway bridge and is detained for 30 minutes. Well,
therefore, I move this Motion that this House should do something suitable
so as to make provision for a road bridge or make it as the bridge in Lagos,
which is half a mile long and which was done by the Nigerian Government.
T do not see why this our Capital of the Northern Nigeria should not have
such a bridge. Possibly the Finaucial Sceretary will say that there is no
money. Well today Government and N.A. are working hand in 'hand.
The Financial Sccretary will say that he cannot build the bridge because it
will cost a lot of money, then in this respect the Local Government and the
Regional Government should combine to make a separate bridge for the
welfare of the people.  Life is very precious. Therefore I move that this
House considers that a scparate bridge be constructed for the welfare of the
people. My President, Sir, T beg to move.

Moses Nyang Rwang, Esq. :

I beg ta second.

Those of contrary opinion

The Minister of Works (The Hon. Ahmadu, M.H.R., Sardaunan
Sokoto) :

Mr President, Sir, the Government ix already aware of the need of a
sccond bridge ot Raduna. This was considered by the Regional Joint
Standing Convmitice oa Finance 1n Joiy and August 1956, The cost of
the bridge which would Le about 600 fect including its approaches was
estimated approximately to cost £30,000 at the time. The Joint Standing
Committee considered that it was not very important at the time as was
shown by a road census taken in 1947 which concluded that the traffic was
mostly pedestrians. Anvhow, the Nigerian Railway being the owners of
the bridge were approached with the question of putting up a foot bridge,
but they deelined because the hridge was not constructed to carry such an
extra weight. Uhe building of o new trunk Road B from Kaduna to Kaciya
and thenee o Keffi which we hope will be completed within two years
alters the whole question. That means there will be a ot of heavier trathic
from either side of the line. .Y case for a separate bridge hus become stronger.
The Government will review this matter in the light of this development
though it is not considered of suflicient importance to justify deferring the
other major important works that are being undertaken at the present.
Any bridge that will be built will include provision for pedestrians. A
separate foot bridge would be unnecessarily costly and would not be built.
Major E. Wilson ¢

M Presidenr, Birc b oecula e 1o ceply to Patrick Tom. 1 was very
interested oy Tearn why the feot Bridee i boen turned down in the past, ]
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Mallam Muhammadu Bashar Daura, M.H.R. :
1 rise to sccond it.

Mailam Muhammadu Muniv, M.HR, :

I risc to oppose this Motica o avoid creating a hazardous precedent.
It is quite true that villape Lewds and their scribes play a very great part in
collecting 1o enue for th N.ALs, and for which they ave paid. T question
of pension: ¢ governcd by the NA. Staff Regulations. If the salary of an
individuat lulls within the category of those entitled to pension or gratuity
he should be given what he is entitled.  1f it does not he should not be given
it. Therefore, I feel that if partiniivy is played to give pensions to the village
heads and then serihes whose emoluments do ne: «¢u-Bify for such pensions,
then all other employecs on the same salary will have to be given pensions.
In this connection, I therefore oppose the Motion entirely.

The Acting Financial Secretary :

Though the spirit of this Motion may be admirable, the Government
Bench cannot support it. It cannot support for if the Motion were passed,
it would give the impression that Government wished to force the Native
Authorities to do s~ ~ething. Tt cannot be repeated too often that the Native
Authorities are in_. _endent authorities. Government cannot and will not
tell them exactly what the conditions of service they should grant to their
employecs. Mallam Munir very rightly said that pensions of N.A. employees
are governed by the Native Authority Staff regulations. 'These rules were
drawn up not by Government, but by the Native Authoritics acting together.
If the mover of this Motion wishes to alter the rules, his course is not to
discuss it in this House, but to ask his Native Authority to request the other
Native Authorities to consider the question. For these veasons, 1 beg to
oppose this Motion.

The President : )
Is the Financial Secrctary suggesting that the Motion is out of order ?

The Acting Financial Secrctary :
No, Sir,

The President :
T am rather inclinced to think that it is. It is on a subject in which the
House has no control.

The Lcgal Secretary

The 1ouse, I thivk, can express opinions on mutters which are not
within its control.
The President :

Tt is a doubtfu! point, but I will accept it

Mallam Ahman Pategi, M.ILR. :

Mr President, Sir, L risc to oppose this Motion with all possible reasons.
Because T have to observe that the mover of this Motion only reduces the
position of the village heads.  If T were asked to define a village head, T
would define itas semi-chief, s at present, Chiefs are not on a pensionable
scale, and they arc not entitled to any gratuity, [ do not think it is right for
village heads to be so considered. T should think that village heads
should have the same responsibility as that of the Chicls. No Chiel wants
to tetive but to be on the threme uindl he dics. My sceond reazon is that the
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mover of this Motion has contradicted himsclf in his speech.  He had said
that these employcees could farm during their licsure time, and I would say
that under the Native Authority Ovdinance, he (the mover) is not allowed to
furm, but since these village heads, as he sald, are allowed to go wnd furm,
and he as an ordinary cmployee is not allowed to farm or nodeitake any
projuct b might interfere with his oflicial business. So Iuish 1y oppose
this Ny oL L was quite aware when the revision of NUA. vegulations took
pluce here in Kaduna, T thick he should have brought this question then at
that mecting. But now since the time fus passed, Tdo not think it is right
for this [Tousce to discuss this Motion.  Itcan be referred back « his N.A.
What we shiould discuss i this House are matters concerning the Northern
Regional Government, not matters which coneern Native Authoritics, Twould
only, therefore, advise the mover of this Motion to ~vithdraw his Motion.

Mallam Usman Nadanko :

Mr President, Sir, I would like to address the House as a ncw Member.
T rise to oppose the last speaker, as he has opposed the previous speaker.
What moved me to take the floor was that the suggestion that the Chief
should have been given a pension, when the consideration took place. In
his speech he has said that the Chief is not entitled to any pension, lct alone
those part-time village heads. What I would like to support is the views
expresscd by a speaker, that the pension is governed by N.A. Staft Regulations.
That work was already drafted, and I would not like it to be questioned.
So in considering this Motion, we should consider its merit as the suggestion
is that these workers—the village hcads are part-time workers and that they
can have their pensions from the farms is wrong because I have served long
as a village head and according to our custom we have no right to go and
work, not until we are instructed to do so.

Mallam Muhammadu Sani Maigamo :

Mr President, Sir, I did not intend to make a lengthy speech on this.
Unfortunately [ have some observation on this AMotion. Does the mover
of this NMotion mean to make the responsibility of village heads the sace as
that of the district heads ? If so T would like te give him an cxample.
TFor example where there are a district head and scribes the district head
would a0 and inspect the office aad e he would have 0 sce wheidor ke
could compare the responsibility of a district heaa with that of a villuge nead
and that is why | do not agree with the speaker.

Mallam .\, Q. Ladan Baki, M.H.R. :

Ar President, Sir, in supporting the Motion, Sir, T would like to add
that their salarics be considered as well. They do the most tedions work,
and they receive the poorest salary. 1 #oe no reason why they should be
neglected. L support the Motion.

Mallam Sa’adu Alanamu, M.ILR. :

AMr President, Sir, this Motion is completely ridiculous. Unless the
mover can show that these peaple are oxempted, and are not allowed to
benefit from the rules on Pensions and Gratuities then the Motion ean stand.
All emplovees of the NoALare, provided they are qualificd, entitled to pensions
and gratuities and these are not exempted hecanse of their positions under
the rules and T oppose the Motion.

Patrick Fom, Esq. :
Me President, Sie, 1 vise o sappert this matter bat Tan oot goiug o
support theowhole of it beeanse thore is o mistake in the Motion. 'The
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The sun is setting, and I think we should come to the end of today’s
business. There are three Motions remaining @ standing in the names of
Mallam Yakubu Wanka, Mallam Bello Duandago, and Mallam Muhammadu
Munir.

Mallam Bello Dandago, M.H.R., Wakilin Waje :

In view of the Motion standing in my name, which has not heen dealt
with this afternoon, I beg permission that it be tabled tomorrow morning—
with the indulgence of the House.

Mallam Mubsmmadu Munir, MJHLR. :
Mr Presicent, T have got another Motier, 1 bog it to be put down for
tomorrow.

Mallam Yakubu Wanka, M.H.R. :
Mr President, Sir, may we continue until midnight as we did in lagos ?

The President :

We will continue until midnight tomorrow if that is so. The House
has heard the movers of the three next items on the Order Paper requesting
leave to have their Motions left until tomorrow. Otherwise if that i1s not
agreed, they arc automatically lost. Is it the wish of the House that they
should be taken tomorrow ? The House will now adjourn until 10 o’clock
tomorrow.

The House adjourned accordingly at 6.40 p.m.
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QUESTIONS AND WRITTEN ANSWERS

Benjamin Akiga, Esq., Elected Member, Benuc Province :

63. To ask the Minister of Social Services @ -

(@) How many Northerers arc there in the University College, Thadan ?

(h) Tow many students arc there from the other two Regions ?

(¢) When these students pass out after finishing their courses, are they
going to serve Nigeri ar © whole, or only their respective Regions ?

Answer—
The Minister of Social Services :

Twelve, including three scholars learning FLatin prior to taking up
Government Scholarship in the United Kingdom.

(b) 149 from the Westcrn Region, 173 from the Eastern Region.

(¢) This depends on the wish of the scholars concerned, If they join
the Government Service they are liable for scrvice anywhere in Nigeria. It
is not the policy of Government to bond students in receipt of scholarships.

Mallam Abubakar Imam, M.H.R., Elected Member, Zaria Province :

66. To ask the Civil Secretary —

In view of the fact that the salarics of Government employces are
being revised, can he give an assurance that the same consideration will be
given to Native Administration cmployees ?

Answer—

The Acting Civil Secretary :

The rates of pay of Native Authoritics” employees are determined by the
tive Authorities. Tt is probable, however, that Native Authorities will
L tg review the position of theis emnloyees in the light of any revision
wiich may be made in salaries by Gouvornment.

Mallam Abubakar Imam, M.H.R., Elected Member, Zaria Province :

68. To ask the Minister of Social Scrvices :—

(@) Whether be has any veport to make to the House about the review
of the Regional Colleges of Arts, Science and "Technology ?

N

(b) When may work be cxpected to be resumed ?

(¢) Does the Minister appreciate the alarwing despondency which luus
een caused throughout the North by the delay in making the Northem
branch ready on purely Technical grounds ?

Ansreer—

The Minister of Social Services :

(@) and (b) The Nigerinn College of Arts, Science and Technology is
Central Development project. The Council of Ministers in consultation
with Regional Excentive Conncils s actively considering the matter. It is
hoped that a decision . il) suon be reached and work resumed at Zaria.

() Yes, Sive v iz apprecinied that there has been disappointment ot
the delay.
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Mallam Abubakar Imam, M.ILR., Elected Member, Zaria Province :
6Y. To ask the Minister of Social Services :—

What is the Minister's plun for spending the huge sums reserved for
scholarships for Northern vouths, especially with reference to the ery of the
North tov teachers ?

L inswer—-

The Minister of Social Services @

L100,000 has already beonowor aside for scholarships sinee 1948 and a
further £160,000 is to be set aside for this purpose. 1 must ciphasise that
the provision of this money does not of itself produce Northern candidates
with the qualifications necessary foi catry into an overseas universily or
technical institute. [ wish also to cmphasise that in the past four years no
Northerner with the necessary qualification has been debarred by lack of
funds from higher cducation. [n view of the lack of candidates qualified
for normal entry into overseas institutions, I am investigating the possibilities
of persuading overseas institutions to conduct special courses for students of
this Region who would be granted an cxtra period to complete the standard
examinations. [ am also proposing to establish a Northern Regional
Scholarship Board to consider all applications. ~As many teachers as possible
are being sent to the United Kingdom to obtain a "Tcacher’s Professional
Certificate.  Since 1948 sixteen such teachers have been accepted in the
United Kingdom for this purpose.

Mallam Abubakar Imam, M.FLR,, Elec.c.. ...ember, Zaria Province :

70. To ask the Minister of Works :—

What arrangements arc being made to © rease road transport facilitics
for the evacuation of cotton and groundnuts 0 remote arcas so as to cnable
the extension of buying stations and ease the difficulties of the poor peasant
farmers of such areas ? ‘

Aduswer—

The Minister of Works :

‘The mointenance ~f pisduse evacuation roade is sohstcised by the
Marketing Boards at the ratc of £15 a mile to ensure that there will be no
lack of maintenance due to poverty of the Native Administration responsible.

(2) Further, an ambitious programme of Feeder Road Construction has
been embarked on by Native Ndministrations with the assistance of grants
from Northern Regional Production Development Board funds varying from
37 per cent to 100 per cent of the cost of cach road.

Mallam Abubakar Imam, M.H.R., Elected Member, Zaria Province :

71. To ask the Civil Secretary :—

In view of the fact that charges for a holiday at the Platcau Tl Station
(one guinea a day for a flat) are too high for members of the Junior Serviee,
will Government not consider making a Holiday Camp for the Junior
Service staff there as well ?

Anstoer—

The Acting Civil Secretary :

Jos THII Station is open to ! applicants, irrespective of stats, who are
able to pay the preseribed charges. These charges are based on present
day costs of running such an catablishment and are, in fact, considered by
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many members of the Senior Service to be bevond their means. A non-
Catering Rest [ouse at present exists at Jos for the use of members of the
Junior Service, at a nighty charge of threepence.  Government is not
aware of the need for 1 Holiday Camp for the exclusive use of Junior Scrvice
statf and does not at present propose to constract onc.

Mallam Abubakar Imam, M.H.R., El¢ vt Member, Zaria Province :

72. 'To ask the Minister of Nitural Resourees -

As the Government maintains a Produce Inspection Serviee in the
Novth, will it not consider the sctting up of a Marketing Board for Hides
and Skins ?

Ausecer--

The Acting Civil Secretary :

The question ol a Hides and Skins Marketing Board is already being
considered. .

Mallam Abubakar Imam, M.ILR,, Elected Member, Zaria Province :

73. 'To ask the Civil Sceretary :- —

(a) Is the Government aware that no person of Northern origin has
derived any benefit through the introduction of the T'hird Party Insurance
owing to ignorance of the law ?

(5) And if so, will the Northern Government be prepared to give free
Iegal aid to uncducated victims of accidents under this law ?

(¢) If not, will the Government not consider abolishing the law in the
North as premature for the time being ?

Answer—

The Acting Civil Sccretary :

(a) No, Sir. Records of transactions between Insurance Companics
and private persons are not available to this Regional Administration.

(0) I would draw the attention of the lonourable Member to the very
{ull reply given in this House to the question of frec legal aid to victims of
avcideais by wie Acting Legal Secreta v 10 12th Febraary, 1952,

(c) No, Sir. It is not considercd that this law is premature in the
North. It cnsures that the victims of accidents do not fail to recover
cempensation because of the lack of mweans of the owner of the vehicle
responsible for the accident.

Mallam Abubakar Imam, M.ELR,, Elected Member, Zaria Province :

75. 'To wsk the Minister of Natural Resourvces @ -+
Y
L

What is the cattle population in the North, provinee by provinee ?

Cnsweer—-
The Minister of Natural Resources :

"The cattle population in the Northern Region, based en Jangali figures
1s as {ollows —

Province Jangali
Jigures
(1) Adamasa L .. .. 203,638
(2) Bauel .. .. .. 502,107
(3) Benue .. .. .. 2,07
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{(4) Bornu 709,927
(5) Tlorin 57,739
(6) Kabba +,010
(7) Kano 508,604
(8) Katsina 275,508

75,112

(U)y Niger
(10) Platean
(11) Sckoto
{12) Zarix

Total

231,682
(1,4 806
121,845

3,506,965

e
!

Patrick Fom, Esq., Elected Member, Platcau Piovizce :

76. Lo ask the Civil Secretary @ —
Why is it that the land in Jos Division is known as Crown Land ?

Answer—
The Acting Civil Secretary :

It is not known as Crown Land ; there is no Crewn Land in the Northern
Region. All lands in Jos Division are Native Lands.

Patrick Fom, Esq., Elected Member, Plateau Province :

77. To ask the Civil Secretary :—

Why yearly rent is not paid to the Birom people instead of the usual
compensation for the use of their land for public purposes ?

Answer—

The Acting Civil Sccretary :

All faads in the Northern Region are under the control of and subject
to the disposition of the Governor. There is no private ownership of Jand
in the Northern Region. The Native occupier does not “own” the land he
occupies but hos the exclusive rights to its vse and occupation against all
persons other thaw the Governor or those deriving titk. from the Governor
under the I.and and Native Rights Ordinancz.  Since the land is not “ovwned”
by the native occupier it cannot be rented by him In the event of
disturbance he is entitled only to compensation for his unexhausted impro-
ments and inconvenicnce caused to him.

Patrick Fom, Esq., Elected Mcmber, Platcau Province :

79. I'v ask the Civil Secretary

Why compensation for land taken for public purposes is asscssed against
the consent of the farmers ?

Answer—
The Acting Civil Secretary :

Compensation is granted for the value at the date of the revocation of
the customary right of occupancy of the unexhausted improvements and
for the disturbance caused to the ocenpier.

If the compensation to be awandled is not agreed between the Governor
and the covupier, it may be determined by arbitration,
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Mallam Ibrahim Imam, M.H.R,, Elected Member, Bornu Province :

80. To ask the Civil Sceretary -

(@) Is Government aware that in the Northern Sceretariat and in the
provinces a large aumber of Administrative Officers are cmployed on duties
which are purcly clerical ?

(6) If so, will the Government look inw that and amecliorate that
condition so that Administrative Officers are to administer only ?

Answer—

The Acting Civil Secretary :

(a) No, Sir. Government is fully aware of the need of relicving
Administrative Otlicers of al! -outine and other duties which caa te performed
adequately by persons in the clerical grades. There ave, however, certain
duties of a sedentary nature which must be performed by Administrative
Officers,

(b) Does not arise.

Mallam Hassan Abuja, M H.R., Elected Member, Niger Province :
89. To ask the Civil Secretary :—

Why is it that the Government doces not pay any grant to the rest of the
N.A. Departments apart from the Education, Medical, Police and Veterinary?

Answer—
The Acting Civil Sceretary :

Grants arc at present made in respect of N.A. Rural Water Supply
staff and in respect of maintenance of roads as well as those iteme listed in
the question. Arrangements have been made for the payment of grants in
1953 -54 in respect of the following additional services or activities of N.As.:

(a) Prisons
(b) Social Welfare Qudicers
(¢) Librarians (Qualificd)
(d) Health staff
{e) Agriculiarn sto®
(f) Foresiry Reserves.
Mallam Hassan Abuja, M.H.R., Elected Member, Niger Province :
92. To ask the Minister of Social Serivees : —
What is the number of infant classes in
(£) N.AL and
(i) Voluntary Agency Schools in this Region ?
lustwer—
The Minister of Social Services :

(#) Five.

(i} 748.

Alhaji Ali Negedu, Elected Member, Kabba Province :

98. To usk the Minister of Social Services

How muny Northerners were awarded scholarships 1o study Tocal
Government i the United Jingdons from 1945-51 and Ii.. many of them
were promoted t Senfor Service en the'r return o Niveri 3
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Answer—

The Minister of Social Services :

It is presumed that the question refers only to those Northerners who
have been awarded long term scholarships to study Public ddminstration in
the United Kingdom. If so, the answer is four. Of these two are still in
the United Kingdom and two have veinmed. Of those who have returned
one is 2 member ol the Senior Service of Government on probation and one
is a Senior Native Authority official. '

Mallam !hrasim Imam, M.H.R., Elected Member, Bornu Province :

108. T'o ask the Minister of Social S¢vices 1 —

In view of the fact that tie Nerhern Region is at preseat short of
matriculated young men why does not the Government consider giving
promising youngz men from the Region more and longer scholarships to
enable them to matriculate in the University College, Ibadan or Overseas
and then proceed to higher courses of study in all ficlds ?

Answer—
The Minister of Social Services : i
The award of a scholarship does not of itself qualifv a young man to

enter the University College, Ibadan, or Universities Overscas.  No qualified
Northerner has been refused an award. "L'he difficulties are two-fold :—

(a) to obtain vacancies in higher educational institutions, and
(b) to obtain Northern young men fit to fill the vacancies.

Mallam Yakubu Wanka, MLHLR., Elected Member, Bauchi Province :

117. To ask the Minister of Social Services :—

(@) Will Government consider providing funds for compensation in
respect of slaughtered and discased animals condemned by the Veterinary
and Health authoritics ?

(6) T not, why not ?

wszeer -

The Minister of Social Services :
(a) There are three categorics of such animals :—
(i) Discased animals slaughtered to check the spread of discase.
(i7) Animals presented for slaughter for human consumption but
pronounced unfit beecause of some condition which may render
the meat unwholezome.
() Animals or parts thereof found to be discased aflter slaughter,

In the first case, compensation v be paid under the Discases of
Animals Ovdinance, Regulations 1923, "T'he matter has been considered
and compensation is paid on animals shauizhtered as suspected of discase but
which show no demonstrable lesions on post-mortem examination.  Thase
which show lusions of discase are considered a normal trading risk and in
the case of Contagious Bovine Pleuro-Pncumonta, which accounts for the
majority of such slaughterings, the carcase is almost always fit for human
consumption and is released for sale.

The sccond and third caxes are considered normal tradine risk and not
the responstbility of Governmeat.

(i) Not applicable.

"
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Mallam Yakubu Wanka, M.H.R., Elected Member, Bauchi Province :
118 To ask the Minister of Social Services :—
Will the Government consider approaching the B.B.W.A. or any other
bank with a view to establishing a branch somewhere in Bauehi Provinee ?
Answer—-
The Minixsicr of Social Services :

No, Str.  The question of whether o branch should be establised in
Bauchi Province is a matter for the various Banks which operate in Nigeria
to decide for themsclyes.

Mallam ibrahim Imam, M.H.R. Elected Member, Bornu Province :

127 To ask the Civil Sceretary :—

(@) Is it the intention of Government to take over the full contre} of
Gaskiya Corporation ?

(b) If so, how soon ? :
nswer—

The Acting Civil Secretary :
(a) No, Sir.
(b} Does not arise.
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PRAYERS

The tlouse metat 10 a.m.  The Pres"dent took his seat and read prayers.

The Acting Civil Secretary :

Mr President, Sir, in view of the volume of work still retnuining for the
Mouse to do, T beg to move that all proceedings on the Order Paper be
exempted wt this day’s sicting from the provisions of Standing Order ¢
(Sittings of the House).

The Minister of Natural Resources (The Hon. Mubammad Wali,
M.ILR.) :
Mr President, Sir, T beg to second.

The President :

The purpose of this is, of course, clear to Honourable Members, and
that is so that we may manage to finish the work today, and the House will
not wish to be tied by the Rule closing at 6 o’clock. If we do not suspend
this Standing Order, it means that at 6 v’clock we have to close, whether we
have a smull amount of work or a large amount of work before us.  The
question is that Standing Order 4 Dhe suspended in respect of today’s
proceedings.  Those in favour say “Ave”, those of the contrary opinion
say “No”. The “Ayes” have it.

PRESENTATION OF PUBLIC BILLS

The Minister of Natural Resources (The Hon. Muhammad Wali,
M.H.R.)):
Mr President, Sir, [ rise 1o move that a Bill entitled the Dogs (Prevention
v Rabies) Law, 1952 be read for 2 i1, -+ time.

The Ministcr of Works (The Hon. Ahmadu, M.ELR., Sardaunan
Sokoto) :

Sil‘, 1 I)Cg 1o second.

The President :

The question s that a Bill entitled the Dogs {Urevention ot Rabies)
Law, 1952 be read a fivst time.  Thosc in favour say “Ave”, those of the
contrary opinion vay “Nao”. The “Ayes” have it

Clerk :

A Bill for a law to confer upon Native Authoritics appointed under the
provision of the Dogs Ordinunce additional powers for preventing the
spread of Ribies.

Th> Acting Financial Secretary :

My TreriIont Sivy Dheg 1o move £ otlon swrding in v name on

the Order vaper, " Uhe Motion reads
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Be it resolved :

“I'hat an humble address be presented to the Licutenant-Governor
requesting him to transmit to the Governor, in accordance with seetion
33 (5) of the Dircet Taxation Ordinance as amended by Ordinasice No.
Yot 1018, the following advice upon the proposed amendnrent varying
Fart A of the schedule to the Direct Taxation Ordinance ‘that the

proposal to vary Part A of the schedule to the Direct Taxation Ordinance
Chapter 54 which has been Jaid before this House is acceptable to the
House’.”
Mr President, Sir, this Motion deals with the Regional Capitation
ares of General Tax by Native Authoritics in the Region.  VWhen the
arcs were originally fixed in 1947 the intention was to (ix uniform shares
¢ all Native Authoritics but, at the time, that was not possible. At that
ity in balancing their budgets

ne some Native Authorities had great diffict
ving to, first, Cost of Living Allowance and then the impact of the revised
“A. salarics following on the Harragin award. 1t was, thercfore, necessary
that time to vary the shares from Zs in some Native Authority arcas dowt
. 6d. In the five years that have passed since those shares were fixed the
cosperity of the Region has very greatly increased.  Tax rates in all Native
uthority arcas have also greatly increased.  We are, therefore, now in the
ssition where we can take the first step towards achicving uniformity of
1¢ capitation sharc over the whole Region. The object of this Motion is to
~hicve the first stage by increasing the two lowest rates, that is 6d and 9d,
p to 1s. Now, Mr President, Sir, I would like to say, before Honourable
fembers of this House who come from the Provinces which arc affected
ise in a body to assure this Housc and the Financial Sceretary that theiv
Jative Administrations cannot possibly afford to pay the increased sharcs,
n the first place these capitation shares form an integral part of the scheme
or increased Code Grants which all Native Authoritics have not agreed.
“ould they also remember that while the Native Administrations will pay
bout £340,000 under the revised rates of capitation shares, they will receive
in exchange over £460,000 in grants > Lo other words, the Native Adminis-
tration will reccive something like £120,000 each year more than they pay
to the Region.  Mr President, Si, I beg to move.

The Minister of Social Services (The Hon. Aliyu, M.H.R., hMakaman

Bida) :
Mr President, Sir, 1 beg to sccond.
Athaji Shehu Ahmadu, M.ELR, (Sarkin Shanu) :
ATy President, Sir, T an supporting the Votion but 1 wish fo make the
T understand that the price of capitation shares has
y give the unwealthy and undeveioped
wealthy and developed areas. It

following comment.
been carried in the Region in order t
arcas opportunity to catch up with the
was said that, after a period of four years, there would be trevision of the
rates at the present increase to make the rates uniform in the country. The
period of four years is already overdue and it s just now that ihe Tes ision
is being made.  When it is made 1o one krows the date when it will be made
again.  Production in the country has enourniously increased and the world
market has heen considered very fivonrable. It is under these cirenmstanees,
Siv, that T suggest that all the arcas Ll and at the 1s rate should e raised

o 1s 0d and those at 1s (d to Do i would scem v great fump for seme of
thes areas but it will do them ne farm, Siee Itis just a matter of give und
S he Covernment takes the mone inone hand @nd pives baclo with
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the IS is it i i

f Lhit‘;ioxr]' v If this is adopted it will only increase our grants. T think this

I;m-h-r g L '11'me\to ratse the rate as I have just suggcstéd because the world
arket s never sure. Mr President, Sir, T heg to support the l\lotvion

Abba Habib, M.HLR. :

Mr Preside ,
. vml.r' {“r(imd’u}i, Sir, 'I suppore the Motion. T come fro. v ama and we
L pro)qré:.q\\\d}xlxé .t} Itt wi, thlcrcforc, the duty of the Government to see that
R gress, 1wt development o made o have 8 :
pagans i my Division, : e e e 50000 waserdled

The Legal Secretary :

1\]1 IIL‘ len, &5 1 app S i .
31C [Rre) b 11 c \I cember 1ppear to ])C u dC 1 INIS3, €Ns1on
<! i r
1 1S motion w1 1 not a I(‘,(i 1 e people who aheady P‘ay 15 pprch

Mallam Ibrahim Imam, M.H.R. :

Mr Presi 3ir i

under_devglcsgif{n'tﬂ-':511“) V.Iﬂrl‘se>to oppose the Motion, for the {act that the
e Sra 2 eas wi sutfer greatly because the richness of the country
et thése wkib a.good thing to get money somchow but not at the
cxpensc of thos: ~h?-?1-c now suffering.  The Government should provide
someth ragisc m \\t ere they are going to get the money. It is not a good
Member froml]f(sanf(l)-\\i’?loomspGodls:éOo1?(’1cha‘n ;\ilgrto'm a tOI IS'H g of Ko aons
where the people are very prosperous Lind' gl et e e Mty
N the peopl ced. T remember durin 2

rc];sgchhg \Pllrx)lxt;ttlipsopk to work on the mines the Emir of Kano dcghtbk:,(’ra‘tz';l;
refused 1o pi itq:' tem on the ground that his people are all farmers. In
comu the ¢ 1c)m ;osn tax is Is 6d and we can hardly afford it but if the
Femmne ()ﬂi‘cers \b\}tlfrflrlelb\\'ti%;illt.} thuc)y are going to reduce the salaries of
from our peasants as would be ‘thg cnsepi‘lrililiegggl' e amor extet money

The President :

‘I'he Hono I i

) urable Member is 1 7 becomi

nleg btk about cue paction} 1’ NP“H') bbbomifflg Oult T e e
_ w particnier waeedment, I the Honowut Mem®

would like to go on with thai he can o w0 @ Honousble Member

Mallam Ibrahim Imam, M.H.R. :

Chank vou, Sir. [ oppose 1he Mation,

Mnll\nlm Lello Dandago, M.ELR. (Wakilin Waje) :

_ Mr Prestdent, Sir, 1 rise s rt the Mot .

No papredent, S, 1 sise, support the Motion.  { have one poi ;
0 G()\F;fll?]\ll;itt 1(51 'tlklclln}tu{ntxon of the Motion may we have :1:>Sillr]z?n2tc cIlilolryn
S Sovernmen d.cl\‘};ht‘n; <i c\m‘-ioln:()'l arcas will not be made to suster because
Hoces e mot deve kp.k,l - L 1-esident, Sir, with the indulgence of the
s Tt | ‘1”1? ¢ }‘1 ‘L.()I'I'C(,'fl()ll i the speech of the fust speaker. [
eant 1o s v m(,:‘ emphasis here thut Kano did as any other Provine . d
\ G Cases more in the Win the War effort. Mr Preside i 1 beg
support the Motion. M President, Sin 1 per o

Pateick Fom, sq. :

My President, Si :
et 1o it f}:ﬁ( ﬁlr,v [ I‘M‘»'L' only one word to say. If this House would
S \\.\5‘ u have (;f’)\'cx:nqr A;md Council instead of the Governor-in
5 are now having Ministers in Nigeria as a whole, It is bet
gora as ¢ . s betier
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to be Governor and Council because it would be of advantage to the
Governor to get advice from our present Ministers.

Mailam Sanusi, MVH.R. :

My Dresident, Sir, I rise to oppose this Motion because of the condition
which made the Government arrange capitation shares according to the
prosperity of the Provinces is stili the sam .iceausc there has been increase
of expenditure every year.  ‘Though there is increase of taxation and wther
ways of revenue T wish to remark that the increase of 6d to Is is not in
proportion 1o that of 9d to 1s. 50 per cent increase is too much. With
those remiks [ beg to oppose the Motion.

Hon. Muhammadu Ribadu, M.B.E.,, M.H.R. :

Mr President, Sir, I think it will help the Honourable Merabers in
making their decision if the Financial Secretary informs the Tlouse which
of the areas arc now affected.

The President :
If no other Member wishes to address the House I will call on the
Financial Sccretary to reply.

The Acting Financial Secretary :

Mr President, Sir, to refresh the memories of the Members of the
House, the actual arcas affected are :—Benue Province, Ilorin Province,
Kabba Province, Plateau Province, Niger Province and Zaria Province.
Regarding questions raised by Honourable Members, I would like to assure
Mr Fom that all Rcgional Ministers gave this proposal most careful
consideration in the Executive Council. I would also like to assure Mallam
Bello Dandago, who is not here now, that advaneed Native Authoritics
would not suffer in comparison with poor Nutive Authoritics. Regarding
the proposal of Sarkin Shanu while, I quite sympathise with his wish to
imcranse the rates as fast a5 possible I think it will, perhaps, be a little too
har on poorer Native Authcritis, | guite dediberately, in my speech, did
not make any definite date for the second revision.  As 1 said before, the
general intention and the policy is to inerease all rates up to a single flat
rate as quickly as possible. We have had the first stage ia this Motion.
I prefer to leave the actual date for the second revision free at the moment
so that we can see how it goes. [ can assurc the Members from the poorer
Native Authorities that when the scennd revision comes each of their cases
will be most carefully considered. I can also assure the Sarkin Shanu that,
in spitc of this consideration given to poor Native \uthoritics, the rates will
be increased as fast as possible.  Mr President, Sir. I beg the House to
adopt the Motion standing in my name.

The President :

The question is that the Motion proposed by the Acting Financial
Sceretary, as set out in the Order Paper of the day, be approved by the
House.  Those in favour sav “Ave”, those of the contrary opinion say “No”".
The “Aves” have it

Mallam Siowsi, MR, ¢

AT Deecident Qi T Beo for o division.
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15 supporters stood in support and a dicision took place. The House

voted as follows -—

Ayes

6+

Abba Kyart Kura
Ahdulmaliki
Abdulmumuni
Abubakar Chiroman Bauchi
Abubakar Madawaki
Alhaji Abubakar Dokaji
Mr P. 5. Achimugu A
Mr J. DL Y. Agara
Ahmadu Lamdo Mubi
Ahman Pategi
Alhaji Shehu Ahmadu
Cia Aka
Benjamin Akiga
Alhaji Ali Negedu
Aliyu Gumel
Aliyu Sokoto
Bawa Bulkachuwa
Bawa Yelwa
Bello Dandago
Bello Malabu
Ruba Gombe
E. G. Gundu

" Haruna, Sarkin Gobir

Ibrahim Argungu

Ihrahim Demsa

Ibrahim M. Gashash
Maikondo Ighon

Mr S. O. James

Jibir Daura

Junaica Wazirin Sokoto
Maje Abdullahi
Muhammadu Danburam
Muhammadu Kazaure
Alhaji Muhammadu Ianwa
Muhammadu Bashari
Mubammadu Gauyama
Muharmmadu Munir
Alhaji Muhasmmadu Sanusi
Muhatamadu Bashar Duura
Muhammadu Danmallam
Muhammadu Dedo

Alhaji Muhammadu Sanda
Muhammadu Bida
Muhammadu Sani Dingyadi
Muhammadu Turcta
Adhaji Nabepu Kano

G Ohikers

A Obande

Sulenianu Lsa

[ 'mara Maitdusgusi

Noes
24
Abba Habib
Abdu Anace
Abubakar Imam
Auta Anza Ninzam
Athaji Shehu Buhari
Dauda Haruna Kwoi
David Lot
Wuam Ganibe
Hassan Abuja
Jauro Gombe
A. O. Ladan Baki
Michael Audu Buba
Moscs Nyam Rwang
Pagher Mue
Muhammadu Sani Maigamo
Patrick Davou Fomn
Sambo, Chiroman Hadcjia
Sambo, Sarkin Fada
Sanusi Zaria
Usman Nadanko
Yakubu Wanka
Yahaya Ilorin
T. A. Yogh
Yusufu, Galadiman Hadejia
slbstamn
3
Ibrahim Gumel
Tsa Kaita
Mutommadu Kabir



NorTHERN HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Desates, 971t Juby, 1'932
‘ [.Motmns]
anust]

1yes—continued

i Usman Gwarzo

i Usiman Liman

i Ceso

Abubukar T Balewa
Muhammadu Ribadu
Shettima Kashim

. Backhouse
Ahmadu Sardauna
Aliyn Makama
Pello Kano
Muhammadu Wali
Financial Secretary
Legal Sccretary

Civil Sccretary

President : _ } . ) ' "
For the Motion—64. Against the Motion—24. 3 abstained. The

57 have it.

Acting Financial Secretary : o
Mr President, Sir, I beg to move the Motion standing in my name on
drder Paper as follows -

b hvg R f the Joint Standing
That this House do adopt the Report of the joinl Stanting
Committee on Finance, which has been laid on the Table of the House.

Minister of Natural Resources (The Hon. Muhammad Wali,
JIRY) ‘
Mr President, Sir, T beg to sccond.

President : N
‘I'he question is that this House do adopi the Report of the jmlnt
ding Committee on TFinance which has been laid on the l"lblct?tf}f
ee. Those in favour say “Aye”, those of the contrary opinion say No".

“Ayes” have it.

Mallam Isa Kaita, MJJIR. : o
Me President, Sir, I beg i move the Alotion standing in my name on
- 0 i &~
the Order Paper as follows -+
“Re it resolved : o
That the Tlected and Special Members of this House do llereby
appoint for the period of three years from tllc 25th of April, 1952 thc
following members to be members of the Groundnut Representative
Committee cstablished under the provisions of section 30 (d) of the
Niigeria Groundnut Marketing Ordinance 1949 @ -
Haruna, Sarkin Gobir, Kalgo
Adanana, Sarkin Bai of Danbatta
Agvo Kun of Walaui”
M. Us - nfuhams adu Munie, MR ¢
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The President :

The question is that the Motion standing in the name of Mallam Isa
Kaita as printed on the Order Paper be approved. Those in favour say
“Aye”, those of the contrary opinion say “No”.  T'he “Ayes” have it,

BILLS- SLCOND READING

The Acting Civil Sceretary :
Ar President, Sir, [ rise to move that a Bill entitled the Native Autho-
rity {Definition of Functions) Law, 1952, be read a second time.

Tn ynoving this Bill, Sir, it may be necessary to cover again some of the
ground that nas already been covered in Monday’s debate on the ITonourable
Minister of Works’ Motion concerning the Joint Sclect Committee Report on
T.ocal \dministration. Nevertheless, T shall endeavour to avoid repetition as
much as possible. 'I'he Bill is deseribed as a Law to define more precisely
the functions of Chiefs and othier persons who are appointed to the offices
of Native Authoritics. 'That is the first point which I hope Honourable
Members will keep in the forefront of their minds. It is the first legal step
that has been taken to give effect to the recommendations of the Joint Select
Committee which were approved by the House after the dcbate the day
before yesterday. Among other things, it gives effect to that part of the
recommendations which has alrcady been quoted at least twice in this House
during this sitting, and which appears on page 6 of the Report, namely,
that by an winmendment to the Native Authority Ordinance a statutory defini-
tion of the phrase “Chicf in Council” should be provided. But the Bill is
not only concerned with “Chiefs in Councils”. It is concerned with all the
different kinds of Native Authoritics that we have in the Northern Region.
That is the second point which T hope Honourable Members will bear in
mind throughout our discussion on this Bill. The Bill is not concerned
with “Chicfs in Councils” only, nor with “Chicts und Councils” only-—but
with all kinds of Native Authorities. The conditions are not the same
throughout the Region and it 1s for cach area to have the kind of Native
Anthority which fits in best with the customs and traditions of the area.
fn sonie parts of the country “Chiets in Couni” are appropriate to local
conditions and traditions and in other parts of the country other forms of
Native Authority are appropriate.  There is no intention whatsoever of
changing the traditional organisation. This is an important point and T
wish to cmphasise it.

Now we turn to the specific clauses of the Bill.  Clause 3 states the kind
of Native \nthorities that there may be.  Members will sce that there may
be “Chiefs in Council”, “Chiels and Council’” and so on-~it 15 afl sct out in
clause 3.

Now, if Members will refer to chwire 4 of the Bill theyv will see that this
clause refers specifically to “Chief in Council”.  This clause s bascd very
closely on the Reyal Instructions of (he Licutenant-Governor covering his
association with the Txccutive Council. These are published in the
Constitutional Instruments.  They were published in Nigeria in Public
Notice No. 235 of 1951, They provide for consultation between the
Licutenant-Governor and the Executive Council in the formulztion of policy
and o the exercise of certuin powers. They provide that the Licutenant-
Governor il act in aceordance with the advice of the Council. So clause +
of the Bill similarly provides for consultation hetween a Chiet wni his Counctl
whoeg sho Native Authority iv o “Chief in Coundil™.
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Before 1 go on further with the various sub-clauses of this cluse |
would like to digress for a moment and say that this part of the Bill follows
upon the resolution of the Sultan of Sokoto in February, 1952. T'his
resolution has afrealy been quoted during the present sitting of this House
and I do not propose lo quote it again.  Brivih v recommended that i
ecognition of the traditional ~uthority of +H' o the Northern Region
being exercised with the adve and support of their Councils, every Sole
Native Authority which the cxisted should be known and deseribud as a
Native Authority in Council. This traditional authority of the Chicf has
been spoken of at fength in the debates which have already taken place in
this TTouse. It is a well-known historical fact that Lelore the British oeaipa-
tion that was the state of affairs—that a Chicf acted in consultation with nis
Council but in some of the vears following the British occupation, it was a
fact that was lost sight of and too much emphasis was placed on the authority
of the Chief alone—lhence, the appointment of Sole Native Authorities. In
recent years, however, the growing burden and complexity of administration
has made it more and more essential for Chicfs to scek the advice of their
Councils and not to act as Sole Native Authorities.

Now let us return to the Bill itsclf. In sub-clause (8) of clause 4 it will
be scen that a Chicf shall act in accordance with the advice of the Council
in any matter in which he is obliged by this scction to consult his Council
but, as will be seen in sub-clause (¢) of clause 4, it is provided that there are
certain cases in which a “Chief in Council” shall not be obliged so to consult.
Those are cases in which the matters which are to be decided are too
unimportant, or arc too urgent, to admit of the Council being called together.
"T'o enlarge upon this clausc it is obvious that in a Jarge Native Administration
it would not be practicable for a Chief to be always summoning his Council
in order to takc advice on trivial matters. Furthermore, there may be
occasions when an urgent decision is required in an emergency. e may
have to make a decision without heing able, or having time, to call the Council
together, but if he does so sub-clause (b) of this clause provides that he
shall, as soon as practicable, communicate to the Council! the measures he
has taken and e reasons foo ther.

Sub-clause (¢) covers cases in which a “Chicf in Council” muay act
otherwise than in accordance with the Council’s advice. e may do this if
he considers it expedient to do so in the interests of order and good govern-
ment in the area over which he holds jurisdiction. Now let us remember
that we are talking about only one particular kind of Native Authority at
the moment, that is, “Chief in Council”, This type of Native Authority
is in accordance with the traditional organisation of the Moslem arcas.  In
these arcas the Chicef is, by custom and tradition and religion, the leader of
his people. e is the person who has the ultimate resporsibility. e may
receive bad advice from his Council or advice which he thinks is bad and he
is responsible for order and good government. It is his right, indeed his
duty, to disregard the advice of his Councilfors if he thinks it 1s bad.  Very
sinular provisions exist in the Royal lnstructions to the Licutenant-Governor
with regard to his relationship with the Exccutive Council.  Members will
sce from sub-clause (¢), sub-clause (f) and sub-clanse (g) that there are safe-
guards if a Chicf acts against his Council’s advice.  Again, remember that we
ave talking of “Chicl in Coundil”™ -onc kind of Native Authority.

New, what must the Chict do if he wants o disregard his Council's
advice. "Phe Bill says what he must do. Tle must report the matter o the
Recident at the first annortnnity and anv member of e Council may reauire
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that there be recorded in the minutes of the Council any advice or opinion
which he may have given on the question.  What must the Restdent do when
he has received the report from the Chief 2 Again, thav is set out clearly in
the Bifl. - TIe may cither inform the Chief that he does not intend to intervene,
in other words, that he agrees with the Chiel, or he may call upon the Chicf
to consult his Council further. 1) in that case, the Chief still considers that
he is right and his Council is wrong what happens then? The Resident
may say that he will not intervene any further or, if he “oes not do that, he
will refer the matter to the Licutenant-Governor.  "T'he Licutenant-Governor
may give such dircetions as he muy Ceem expedicn and the Native Authority
wil} follow the direction of the Licutenant-Governor who, in coming to his
decision, will consult with his Exccutive Councii. i

Novw, [ have tried to explain fully what may happen in certain circums-
tances. 'I'he occasions when they would occur would be very rare, just as
the occasions when the Licutenant-Governor disagrees with his Council are
very rare—in fact, so rarc are they that they have never occurred.

So much for clause 4. Now ict us pass on to the next clause—-clause 5.
This deals with a different kind of Native Authority. This different kind of
Native Authority is appropriate to differcot arcas of the Region. It provides
for “Chiefs and Councils”.  “Chicfs and Couneils” arc appropriate to certain
arcas where “Chiefs in Councils” are not appropriate. I think, in the
debate on Monday, it appeared that there svas some little doubt about “Chief
and Council”. They exist in this country and they will continue to exist.
There is no question of this Bill, or the Government, secking to change a
Native Authority System aguinst the wishes of the people. Where it is
appropriate that the Native Authority should be a “Chief and Council”
there 1t will continue to be one.  Under this system, as Honourable Members
will observe from clause 5, the decision of the Native Authority is the decision
of the majority of members of the Council, It might possibly be of help to
the House if T read out a list of the existing “Chicfs and Councils™.

Adamawa .. Chief of Shellen and Council

Bauchi .. Chief and Council of Dass
Cuief and Ceuncit of Dadiya

Benue .. Chief of Tiv and Council

Chief of Abinsi and Council
Chief of Katsina Ala and Council

Kabba .. Chict of Ighirra and Council
Chief of Bassa Komao and Council
Vitlage Iead and Council of Lokoja Town
Niger .. Chief of Minna and Council
Chief and Council of Bosso
Chicf and Council of Maikonkele
Chicf and Counci] of Paiko
Chicf and Couneil of Manta
Chicf and Coundil of Kuta
Chicf and Councit of Guni
Chicf and Council of Tuks
Chiel and Council of Gimi
Chicf and Council of Dan Gunn
Chiel and Counctl of Gadadima Kogo
Chief and Conneil of Mawa
Chict and Counctl of Fushaka
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and prosperity of all the people in this Region. I am in full agreement with
this Bill, and I would like to tell some of us who have the progress of this
country at heart that there is progress in this bill. At this juncture [ would
like to define the sense contained in the word “progress”. I will tury to
do it in onc single sentence.  Progress means “‘success in promoting one's
ways of life whereby one derives 1p an easiest way mest benct from
cverything at any time without transgressing the law”.  That is what T
want to put forward before the Members of this House before Teove my
amendments in the Committee stage.  Mr President, Sir, I beg (o support
this Bill.

Mallam Tbrahim Imam, M.HLR. : '

Mr President, Sir, T rise to support the Bill as it is o hit of what I have
asked for. & wm very grateful to the Government bench ior such a big move
because this is one of the drawbacks and difficulties in this part of the country.
When I mean country I mean Nigeria as a whole. It scems to me that
Government is trying to check up and I would wish the Government to take
it up speedily. With the indulgence of the Chair I should like to refer to
the speech of IMis Honour, the Licutenant-Governor—it is on page 2 at the
bottom, he said : “In this connection I am sure you will wish to hear some-
thing about what has been done to implement the recommendations of the
Joint Select Committee on Local Administration. All of you, if you have
been participating as much as I had hoped in the affairs of the Provinces
which you represent, will be aware of **~ = -« ade and the programme
in hand in terms of the immediate 1 ‘_ .ill also be aware of the
difficultics encountered and they are many in the large majority of Provinces,
particularly where the social organisation is undeveloped in the modern
sense. 'Theintention to press ahead, however, is there, and [ imust emphasise
that there is nobody more determined than myself that progress should be
made, whatever the obstacles and, furthermore, wherever 1 have been in
my travels throughout the Region, which have embraced cleven out of the
twelve Provinces, and would have embraced the twelve had it not been for
indisposition, I have found what I expected to find, universal enthusiasm
on the part of Residents, District Officers and Junior Officers for the policy
which we are pursuing and a determination to see it through. These
imprescicns of milne will, T feet sure, be coroboriwd by my Mintcters, when
the time comes tor them to address you. it must be realised, lowever,
that our main difticulty is one of personnel.  Pcople cannot learn new things
without being taught them and it is a complete illusion to imagine that there
is a universal demand throughout the Region amongst the mass of the people
for that increased participation in affuirs which we desire should be afforded
to themn. The sced, however, has been sewn and has already sprouted ;
the rest will follow.”  But | would like to ask the Government Bench, if
the sprouted secds have rcached a premature stage to be recognised
as the proposal referred to by His Honour, the Licutenant-Governor,
[ have after all, very little to say about the Bill, other than to support it. 1
shall at the same time reserve some statements when my amendment comes
up in Committec. I support the Bill. -

The President :

As no other Member wishes o address the House on the principles of
the Bill, T call upon the Civil Scerctary to reply, if he wishes to do so.  The
Honourable mover of the Bill does not wish to speak again, so I put the
question,

The question s that the dill be now read a sccond time.  Thase in
favour say “Ave” those of contrary opinion say “No”', "T'he “Ayes” have it.
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The Clerk of the House :
A Bill to define more precisely the functions of Chiefs and other persons
who are appointed to affices of Native Authoritics.

The President :

The Bill stands to a Committee of the whole flouse.  "Fhe Flonse will
now go into Committec.

Clauses ¥, 2 and 3~ -put and carried.

The Chairman :
Clause 4. 1 think we had better take this s cetion by section.

(a) and (B)—put and ~ovreod. Section (c).

Mallam Bello Dandago, MR, (Wakilin Wije) :
[ think, Sir, it would be a help to know the distinction between what is
important and what is not.

Mallam Ibrahim Imam, M.HR. :

Mt Chairman, Sir, I move an amendment standing in my name ; page
2, clause 4, delete sub-paragraph (¢).  “(¢) (¢) in which the matters to be
decided are in his judgment too unimportant to require their advice ; or
(7i) in which the matters to be decided are in his judgment too urgent o
admit of their advice being given by the time within which it may be nccessary
for him to act.” 'T'his would constitute a sort of complicated legal implications
in the future. ell, if we leave “Chicf in Council” to take his dqcmon it is
absolutely his discretion to decide on matters which to him are unimportant.
After all, 2 man’s opinion is the opinion of one man only. If it is an advice
it must be sought from the Council and if it is the point on which a decision
is required, he must seck the consent of his Council ; but I am afraid it is
not g0 said.  Why is it that the NLA. should not form a quorum. I do not
know any other parts of the Province but T know Borau very \\:ull. Before
the Council was cnlarged most of the Councillors were staying in the town-
ship and some of them are spending their time in the Shehu’s Palace.

Thercfore, this noint shonld he deleted nrless the Gover.nmcnt:} going
to give an sssurance o they are going to ailow a quorunt 1a e Cofacil.
Section 2 of this (¢) “in which the matters to be decided are in his judgment
too urgent to admit of their advice being given by the time within which it
may be necessary for him to act’; what 15 this urgent thing that the Emir
will ducide without the support of his Council-~is it a disturbance i the
town 7 Al right, if this is the case, T think we have got enough N.A. Pohce
there.  But if this clause is deleted it would be better, not only for the Emir
himself, but {or the people, because before { brought up I had got oue thing
in mind which I was unable to discuss in the House on the prineiple of the
Bill, becausc if this clause is retained the Emir will be bolstered up in power
that he will be indifferent to public opinion, and for this I beg that the amend-
ment stand.

Mallam Muhammadn Sani Dingyadi, MJLR. :

NMr Chairman, Sir, as my amendment has been rulc.d out of ord_cr, )
bew to withdraw all the amendments, the notices of which [ have given,
beeanse thev are all dependent upon the former one bt 1 ara dgtcx‘_mmcd to
bring the fory w v amendment as @ motion at the neat iy of this Housc.
Sir, | heg 1o withdraw the wuendments.
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The Chairman :

The ITonourable Member is incorrect. The amendment was not d
out of order.  The amendment was not moved ; it is not the business . e

Chairman to go round asking dMembers if they want to make amendinents in
Committee or in the TTouse.

The Ninister of Works (The Hon. Ahmadu, M.H.R., Sardaunan
Sokoto) :

Mr Chairman, Sir, 1 risc to oppose the last speaker but one 5 I do not
know what he was talking about—was he talking on matters of policy, or
matters only connected with headquasters of a Native Authority 7 T made
mention of 1. wse three points because they were the ones on which he directed
his spcech. In many of the N.As., particularly the one rrom which [ came,
and also the one from which he came, most of the Council members have
been allocated departmental responsibilities.  Does he mean that if T want
to get approval for leave or increment the Emir has to get everybody to the
Council 7 Does it mean that whenever an Emir is to go out on tour to a
distance of fifty to sixty miles he has to go with his Council --well, if he does,
now what is going to happen to the headquarters 2 VWhat about the members
of the Council that are in this Housc, have they to run back home to attend
Council Mecetings and come back ?  Does it mean that whenever the Emir
is going out on tour he has to send for members of his Council who arce
Members of the Iouse of Representatives in Lagos “~ come back when the
House is sitting ? T just want to quote an example _ if the Emir wants to
go on tour, say to Lake Chad, and as soon as he arrives there, perhaps with
onc of his Councillors, and there was a riot at the time which had to be quelled,
would he have to wait until he sends back to headquarters or for people at
Kaduna to come and advisc him what to do? That is quite unwisc. He
is not keeping the good order of his Emirate then. These arc just mcre
examples which T have quoted and T should like to draw the attention of the
Menibers to overlook this ridiculous amendment.  (dpplause).

Hon. Abubakar Tafawa Balewa, O.B.E., M.FLR. :

Al Chairman, Sir. T think the Civil Secretary, in introducing the Bill
tried to defend, ths clvse, by saying that the Lreuweraar-Governor and
the Governor have got certain powers which they exclusively exereise, Sir,
[ have no quarrel with the idea that the Chiefs in the Northern Proviaces
should have similar powers, but, at the same time, the provision in clausc 4,
sub-scetion (¢) (7) and (#7) are too clastic. I do not think, that there will
come this amendment if the Council will be told, as in the cave of the
Licutenant-Governor and the Governor, cases in which they had ahbselute
discrction. It the Committee were told of cases which are unbuportant
and of cases considered of emergency in which the Chief should have absolute
discretion, 1 have no doubt, Sir, that as the Members of this Connmittee are
men of experience in local administration will no donbt sce, that in order
to makce the chief able to carry out his dutics, he should have those powers 3
and so, Sir, 1 think the solution would be to define exactly what nee considered
unimportant, and cmergency things.  (Ipplause).

The Chairman :
The TTouse will resume.
The President :
The sitting s suspended untid three o'cleck,
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. When the House resumed the Civil Sceretary, entering the Chamber
rom the south cnd, announced “DMr President. | have here 2 message from
His Honour the Licutenant-Governor”,

The President :

. Iil he message rcads, “As was foreshadowed in my printed address to
the House, it is 1.y desire. o broaden and strengthen miv Executive Council
by' filling the three vacancies which now exist. Two eof these are for
Muustcrs'\\'rth portfolio. I have given long and careful consideration nas
to who \ilél l;c best sm[lcd from every point of view to fill these important
posts. ¢ tactors to be taken into account inchade abili : '
I ) = t Py t S CTIENCE
integrity of outlook. B peanee id
There is a further most important aspect. I feel that it is absolutely
esscr_1t11al that my E.xccutn:c Council should be as broadly representative as
possib q.zmd that, in particular, I should have assistance and advice from
3{&13 hitherto unrepresented and where the local culture and way of life
iffers from the pattern obtaining in the more northerly areas
The two names that I wish to :
. g put before you are those of Mr Peter
Achimugu and Mallam Yahaya Ilorin.” ! ¢ Peter
‘(fi'_hat 1s signed by His Honour’s own hand. We will, therefore
f[“:}fm ing to Standing Order 9 procced with the election laid down therein.
e Clerk \\'11111 dlchver thﬁ Ballot Papers to Mcmbers and when the Members
names are called out will they be good enough to com :
5 e fo :
them in the Ballot Box. ¢ ¢ rard and place
In accordance with Standing Order 9 I put the question “‘that the

Lieutenant-Governor’s proposal of the appoi t i
and Mallam Yahaya Ilorin }l;e approved”%)pou1 mene of M Peter Achimugu

The result of that voting for the appoint i
. : g fo ppomtment of Mr Peter Ach
was 60 for and 16 against and nine spoiled. I declare the appoinfmlgﬁltlgol){'
Mr Peter Achimugu approved by this House.

(Ballot papers distributed for Mallam Yalaya Iorin,)

re )

rae reswsc of har Lol wes £30 the anpoiud :

g S ’.gbfg‘;il[‘]l tb‘ .Ai.)_. .'\w.lwlt, t.ia,._appmm.mnt of Mol Valiava
=7 » S.against and 5 spoilec therefore declire i ’

o : ! . -f are the appointment

of Mallam Yuabaya Ilorin approved. o e

N I am sure it will be the wish of this ITousc for me to congratulate the
L‘\\o new L\.[lmstcrs on your behalf.  \We do extend to them our warmest
congratulations and our sincerest good wishes for their future They enter
%nt(l) d period of probably the greatest Activity their lives have ever scen
A(r)qcu\\(i lzlrzl_\.’ thlat :}hmgi](){ Godwill give them health and strength and wisdom
50 that their deeds and their advice may be to the b  of ‘

) 1 ¢ bene e pe [
this country. (dpplause). nelic of the prople of

The Tlouse in Committee.

The Legal Sceretary :

Mr Chairman, Sir, the mover of the amendment proposing 0 omit
paragraph (c) based his opposition to the patagraph on the f’lgt that it
rested with one man o decide whether a matter was too unim‘port‘lr;t or
too urgent to make it necessary on the one hand or possible on the other
for hx‘m to cunsn‘.‘r with his Council 1 and in support of tha! to some extent
the Honourable ‘\]:l]::!-“l Mubakar Tafawa Balewa spoke and he 511'rrr;‘<tcgl
that the proper safutton would be to insert a definition of what ;‘1'1‘1‘1“(‘1'@
Wre oo imumportant or too urgent for the Cauncil 1o be consulted. ‘ li]«









