














ﬁ

- 2 e
‘ Greek city states form and assume a key position in the politics

of most advanced and civilized societics of the world. Long before,
in the Ancient Greek, there used to e a system of direct démocracy
in which all male adults gathered to discuss politics and share
officess But for now because for one thing the difficulties that

would be encountered it will be impossible to gather the millicns

of people in our societics,  Tor the other reasons, it will bhe impo=-
e to orgenize such alarge crowd for any meaningful discussion, -
o add to the difficulties, government has now become so civilized
odernized that fulltime office holders are needed,

It is in view of the difficulties indicated above tihiat, the sys-

h

0

selecting a few individuals in the society has to be evolsed
ttisoned some of these problems and difficulticese Therafore the

s of selecting these individuals is refered to ag election which

[9]

jair
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through voting. Tt is in this respect That, election or vot-
3 a gore of revresentative goverament hags been so deeply entren-
in the western societies that veting or sclection in nation-wide

ion has a special significance n their democracies. It is be-
of the importance nttached to clectioneering tradition iun their
ties that hos led to the export of balloting in elections to

"les where voting progedmres has not historically possesed the-
| 3

social authority, as in the casc of western countries,

ue to the complexity of modern societies as already pointed

ove, 1t makes direct participation in goverument by all adult

sombreus or no longer possible that, medern scocicties had to

"se to election as the only alternative and means of selecting
























LG vu was pULLLLGEL BCENC, - WD he came into power ther:

N .

ag to show for it in his constitution for, he did not extend
ples of difect election beyond the provisions of the cliffevd

ton of 1922, TFor instance; thc majcrity of the meambers ¢f the-

ygislative council were not elected: infact, oaly four Afr’ cans

ed on a limited franchise, The executive council still rum-

anged, with still uncfficial members, Ard thirdly, the cons-

oaes not provided cffective link betweer. the executive ard le-

councils. Indeed, with lctnching of thke 7946 constitusion,

cmed to be almost as far from responsble government s sac

a0 vags
It was at this materiol time that the dational Council of
1 @ameroons (N2NC) was founded (1944) uncer the leadcership of

auley and MNmadi Azikwee The Ne Ce No -C went on to aliack

)

3
e

“5 constitution because of thoe corstitutions failure o cue-
lectorate and extend the principle of direct electicus, enert
her defecise. All these grievances about Richard's congiiu-
till in the air when sir John Macpherson becane Goverilor I
»  The Macpherson’s constitution was debated hota at th-

B4 - e . ,
1e Zevel of thought, and finally o

¢ @« conference held in.

auary, 1950, and this lecd or resulted to the kind ¢f cors

t

erio got in 1951, It was the mecpherson's constitution
ed clective princinle to other parts of the federation., v
ty cf theregional legislative ccuncils =and the fedevel 1

splge

il were clected indirectly through the complex wlectoral
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:d by the grant of political independence to the

er the expiration of the 99 - year lease ' by the

eria joined the comity of sovereign nations. on 1st
Abubakar Tafawa Balewa became the leader of indepé-
the West Minister model of parliamentary democracy
the prime Miniéter.. Not lOnngeforé'thé young inde-
ran into serious pdlitical cfiées or upheavals
corporate existence of the country. Some of the

tbout the end of Balewa's government includesse

- elections crises of 1959/60, which has been dig-

ch found Awo Quilty

crises

ises and

- Nigeria) Elections qrises.

:ctions were condgcted both at the centre and regional
before independencejthe major parties that contes-
the Northern People's Congress (N.P.C) National
uncil (N.C«N.C) and Action Group (A.G) with the
party with the higheét votes followed by the A.Ge
did not command an owerall Majority in the House
required by the West-Minister Médel, she went into

sNeCe The A,Gs being the runner up automatically
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party rejecte@ftﬁé figurésjand'attemﬁtéd fhrough legal action
béf&fe ﬂhe supreme courfAto have the figures in~validated,.but this
was a failure,

Ho@ever, in 1969 there was federal and Regional elections.
These eloctions.genérated crises, it chould be noted that because

of its inability to have the census figures in-walidated, the NCNC

decided to enter into electoral alliance with A.G for the federal
election of 1964 which was then fast approacliing, After being joined

by a third party the Nigerian Progressive Front (N.P.F) - a coalition

et e i s e ¢ e e

of Northern Elements Progressive Union (NEPU) and United middle Delt

Congress (U.M.B) = the three parties styled themselves the United.

Progressive .Ground Alliance (UPGA). The N.P.C on the other hand weit

into Alliesnce with a neﬁ partj formed by Akintola, The Higerian . i,. e
liational Democratic Party. (NDP) and the two formed the Nigerian Natiow

ndl Allisnce (NHA). By going into alliance with ﬁhe A tﬁo NCHNC

wohted to éivé the i@pression that the i?%ling of Awo wos due to the.
machination of the HeP«.C as such it sﬁcceded ih bii=-polarizing poli-

tiqal opinions in.the'country. The Contexf between the HNA ﬁnd (U

P.G.A) was made to take the form of a North vesus south conflicte

For exgmplé, the UPGA portragedthe NHA as a feudal party, and one ' .

oriented to establishing a Hausa-~Fulani hageriony. The NJHeA also

avanged by.describing the U.P.G.A with the inage.of a corrupt, self .

o]

seekxing collectivity which was determining to monopolise status po-

sition in the society, .

-

On the basis of the crisis that was brewing, the UPGA decided

to bochtt'the election, however, the NNA insisted tha t it must be
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ted,. The members of electoral commission from the Zast, M .d=

nd‘Lagos decided to resign., But the boycott of“the electicn by

GA turn-out to be that in the areas where elections were he:d,
members were returned elected anl even to.win a majority in the

of Representatives. One thing that intensified the crisis ‘as
esRite the winning'of a.majority in the Federal House by the

he president of the Federatidn, Sre Nnamdi. Azikwe refuscd <o

t the deputy leader of the THA, Sir Abubakar as the pfine n.npiscer,
reating a conétitutional crisis ond political impasse in the

ve The president and his prime minister berson to make o play

e loyalty of the armed forces, hovever, the Army decid-d to

he prime minister, the judiciary aleo decided to interv e <o

it a formula for reconciliatione

ahs wes somehow found among other things in the formation of a
sased government. Elections were also to he heid in ar~as wher=z
vere boycott and disyuted constituencies were Lo be re~conirsted.
is was not a solution to tle cricis as the contestants attempted
ninate some merbers of the opposiig /coalitiQ%uch as th: UPGA
cried to elininate the NNDP, the NNA countered by ar. atcemr™ te
the A.Ge as a competitor, This rasulted ihto seriovs wioleace and

ny had to intervene in the body pplitics of Nigeria. . -
rom 1964 elections, we have never had any election until irn 197)

1 long period of military’interregnum; The constitution of the

ic was later handed to the civilizns, The perties that cortested

79 elections were only five., Although whén the ban was lifted

5 51 parties spragg up but only five were registereds It v-s



e
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ly in 1983 elections that the sixth party was created (N.A0)

PESTERRERIE Y. e o m——————

CKGROUND OF THE SECOND L.J.;IULL_L(J, ‘CONSC TLUTIONAT.ISY,/T.2DRECC |

Shortly, after the country has attained independence in "960. ix

A

n into serious political. crisis whisl threatened the naticn’s core

x

rate existence as a united entity. £s the political viclence conti-

|

2¢ in some parts of the country, in the early hours of the worning
January 15, 1963, a uCCthH of the lNigerien /rmy revolted in Lo,
rgu, Ibadan and Kaduna. Hany leading politiciams including the nrine

1ister Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa, e Fremier of Northern Migeria,

1ajil Sir Ahmadu Dello, the premier of Western Nigeria, Chiei S, I,
.ntola and federal minister of finanée, Chief Yestus Okotie Ebo: weie
Jed, he officers who died were Brigadier Ademolopurn, Origadier
tariya Jlaimalari, Colonel Kur itiohammed, Colonel Shodeindsz, It. Tolco:el
bu Pur, Lt. Colonel Arthgir Uchegbe and Major Samucl Adzgol-e. . ?

The master minders of the coup w:ire naned as mx]or Cee I'zeoswu,

lor g ffeaauna, major D, Okafor and c¢aptain E. K. flwoboszi. O ers !

mected with the coup were captain CJi, major Ce Jo Anot-aro, wajor : x
H, Chukaka, wmajor Ademoyafa, just teo mention but a few.

The coup actually did not succeed in dethrconing the federal pover-
nt despite the killing of the prime-ninister, at 17.50p.m. On 16th

4 1966, the acting president of ths federsl republic of Nigeria,

Hwafor Orizu declared that he had b2en advisad by the coupeil of : B

isters to hand over power to the military. And, the Genersl Officoer
manding the Nigerian army, Major-General Johuson 'Thomas Unwnaliwe

iyi-Irosi took over the mamgle of puwer,.



In his maiden broadcast te the naticr he snncunced a decrz: suspe-

g the offices of president, prime minister end varliament, e sus-

2d the offices of »remier and executive councils in the region,

laces of these, governors will be appointed who would he responsible

1e federal military government., He =21so announced the bhanned of
Q

: 81 political parties in existence., On Jan, 18th 1966, Ironsi

mcec the appoiﬁtment of military=-sovernors Jor tre various rericrs.
were Lt.'Colonél C; Oduriegu Qjukwu for Iastern Region, Lt, Colonel
is Adekonle fajﬁyi for testern LRegzion, Colonel David A. Ejoor for
est and Lt. Colonel Hassan Usmon {otsina for dorthern rezion

he January coup waé-actually given different iuterpretations oy

arious secticns of the country, Mor examplas, the North saw the Coup

9

t

mic grounds since the killings cf politicians was se]ective.,‘jikeg

led that if the coup was aimed at bringing natioral urity, “hz lea-
tried

f the january 15th coup should k2 7/  aad vossibles cealt with in

Y WaYe

- a counter = claim the Ibos interpreted it as 2 naticnalist move-

o end the domination of the country by the Forth and thereby suvpor-

he coups On 26th July, 1966, Ircnsi was summoned to open a conf=-

. . n - . .
of traditional rulers in Ib%@a. e was a guest to the military

or of western region, Lt. Colonel ..dekonle Fajuri, On that day

reported that Ironsi and Adckuhl: were kildnavmed at goverment

3y dissident soldiers and there wis no contirmation of their where

~

g fhey were later reported deadvy
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b1st, Lt, Colonel :ialupu Gowond At Slec Ay 1N A @eTLons
t seaid he had brought to ithe-position of ¥ having to shilder
ilitics of ruling this covntry~e -l e regretted the
Head of Sfate on 9th Juiy and tle Jaruery coup which
politicians and army officers were killed, MHe promised
ng in order to stop the hustilities which might lead to the
he coﬁmtry.
pilitary. governor of FEasicrn Regicu that same day in Invga
he brutal end nlaoned annihilation of cfficers of Bastern
on had cwst a serious dmult ag to vhether the people of
ever lived together as wmembers of a nation“.qo de even
dier Ogundipe then Thief of Staff - Supreme Headquarters

come the next head of state and not Li, Colonel Yalmbu

Chief of Stefi, Nigeriauw Army, Thegfore OJw Wi invited

B

ports of the couniry to return home and refused to recop-

the supreme commander. Ihe crisis rezxched its climax eon

7 Cjukwu in a broadecast from Lrugu prociaimed the form:-

[y

sovereign state in Afirica with tlhe nomey the Reoublic cf

n declared Qjulwu's acticn as rebellion and illegal. and

aised to crush ite He quickly divided the country intce
o , . endec

d so the country fought 1ths civil tar whichfirn 1970,

IGowon announced that ¥ ro victer and 2o vapguished ', -

e united again, and he we:: or {» wrant clemency to all

« Ibos were free to tele back their jobs. Gowon disapyoto.- I
MNRWUILS ] L .
N

gn emekiee who felt that the Ibcs would beccmpletely






m had already promised to set-Up a constitution Drafting comme

5 draw up a new constitution fcy the return of Civil rule and

fuent Aszembly to consider the draft constitution. However, in
1974 the Head Qf State halted speculations on the return to

le statirg that Nigeriantpolit{cians had 7 learnt nothing and

n nothing” and that it‘would epount to hetrayal of faith in his

o ‘adhere rigidly to the target date of 19764 Most Nigerians

hly flabber=~gasted with the news and thought that Gowon wanted

in power indefinitely and might possibly do “an Eyadéma or a

:

> problerns of Gowon included his failure to change his governors

issioners some of whom were corrupt, There were several riots

1stratiors here aﬁd there agai- st his governméﬁﬁlled by doctors,

tetsy stucents, University lectUrers etc.

-ibe the different elite groups in the country hegranted thém

reas (Ucoji award), which only help to precipitate the country's
through inflation and this av omatically what led to the morie
his hegenonys. |

e dié:ortenfment against the inept regime of Gowon kept flowing,
29th 1975 Colonel Joseph Naven Garba, Comrandant of the federal
I Guardo announced, the Qusting of Gowon who was then attending
U meeting in Kampala, Brigad\@r Murtala Mchammed, the federal
mer of communication beéome the new head of stotes

s broadcast Murtala said that. ¥ the nation had been gropping

wk and the situation would ir-vitably result in chaos and

e oo

W\
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ot

1 the history of the country,'fof me personally this has been one

the saddest moments in my llfe”13 He went on to say that he had

Lot
L

,on compelled against his personal wauh ond desire to serve as the

b vt

eh-Head of State, But I h we aooepted this honour in the interest ofi%t

ié nation and in memory of'the l;te‘Head of State, He promised:that _

tere woula be no change in policies of the federal military government

1d also assurcd the natlon that the coup pletters would be rounded‘up;

1d dealt with in a mllltﬁry way. )
With ObasanJO now in command, in ‘September 1976, He recelved two

~ei‘ts of the constitution from the (:.D.C headed by Rotimi Williamss

le two drafts were the majorlty and minority views on how the country 7 |

would be governed after the mllltt”y handed ovgqr power in 1979, The

aft cohstitution made a retreat from the British West-Ministex System

@ created an American typehmodel§ That is the presidential system of

ivernment.,

INSTITUENT ASSITMBLY

This was the next stege in the meturn to civil rule, the membership
' the Assembly was by means of elections held on August 31, 1977, througa
le new local povernments performing the role of clectoral colleges.
w 203 memb r Assembly was headed by Justlce Jdo Udoma charged with the
spon51b113ty of receiving. and collatlng comments from the public on the

aft constltutlon and on the bw51s of this produce a final constltutlon

r the counirys ' - S



e
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The issue that generatgd the most coxtro;ercy in the Assembly was
over the’Sharia Court Bystem, However; dés?ite.this, the new consti-
tution was submitted to the government; Aftér amending some sections of
the constitution on 21st September, ﬁ978; the Head of State signed
Decree 25 which promulgated the constituition of the federal republic
o>f Nigerda into law with effect.from 1st Octo%e?,1979. Aftér the
submission of this new constitution, General Obasanjo announced that the
12 year old hcn on political parties had been lifted. He declared in
a sporting metaphor that:-

Let th; game of politics Begin.

Let all playerg pe 9ood sporimen.

No matt.r the résust of the competition, .

Let all players remsin friendly and without

bitterngss look forwerd to aro>ther competitione

Let the players, the spcctalcrs and the umpires

all resclve to make thg compciition a successful

one, and let the umpires be fair and firm and just----

I wish all of YOu peaceful cxcitement in the weeks

ahead.q.

FEDECO:

The federa® Militar; Government “hrough T'acree NQ. 73 of 1977 had
>stablished gn clectoral Commission with the rame Federal Electoral Comme-
ission (FEDECC)., It is charged with the respcmsibilities of conducting

>lections, accepting nomination pape~s from candidateg and political par=



ties, registration of parties and organizing attual balloting

s

The decrec gave w1der powers and loaal bﬂcklng, to the commission,

For - 1nstance;€the»eomélssren s.d00151on'on the revlstratlon of po=
11tlce?;part1es was flnal asqnehceurtvof laQ could bear or determine
;nj ﬁﬁestioﬁfigrtalnlng toilt. Wltn thg 11ft1ng af the bﬂn ori nolitics,
many polltlcal groups ond a35001at10ns Spr ng Upa HoweVer;wthose that
came‘to be reglstered to contest the 1979 electlons were the Nationzl
Party of ngerla (NPN) 5- thezGreak'ngerlan People s qutyf(GxN P. P) -
-a‘break away faction' of the (N. P. P), the Unlty Party of Nigeria (U.P.N),

The ng rian People's Party (N.P. P)q and flnﬂlly the People's Redemption

. 9 e
IR R

quty (l uR P)'

CANDIDQTLS AND POLIClES

i. National Perty of'Nigeri””(NPﬁVV It was f!rst headed by Alliaji Aliyu
4akanan Bida and later by Chief AQlSﬂ Aklnloye and 1t hﬂs ag- 1§ preside=-
1t111 cgndldate AJhaji Shehu Allyumshagarl* It hasﬂlnfthlmgnmﬁesto

yolicies like:~

.« Social justice and sbcial welfare

Equality of apportunify for all the citizens..

. Porsonal liberdy and fundqmentﬂl rlghts and frcedon of the citizens,
« Supremacy of’ the will ‘of the people &emocratlcally expressed.

o Sclf=respect and.self—rellance.

» And lastly, Unity of Niéeria.

:cat Nigeria People!s Party (GNED)

,It_hasaitsthairman~dhd presidential as-pirant Alhaji Waziri Ibrchim

A

4 the follewing policies in its manifestos— .



35 5
ublic of Nigeria has made certain provisions for % beriodic :
One would see that, it wad€N. P, Ny that won the' 1979 election
wmsfer of palitigal power or periodic clection just to stop a
chierdmad 1y tookliihe Holhitdeaflowdit cetCorattdybarvdrrmiadd tho thmro®
leader from transforming himself jnto a tyrrant. Therefore, when a
fepRiapbndo Bnticipatdopdivates theym areraonitg belcknati thbatipirstion
~ president and his henchmen are elected into political office, '
odorts titu termre toowbeiomndaier foombhe b edeciorifien wos votsahciice 2
their tenure in the office only last for a period of four (4) years
iBdvomove rif e fuperdbdte fdd yBlaigaba Darna, th: majority leader of th
during which they are expected to reliquish . or forfedit their
G.N.WEenPthﬁythcmmsH@WS@n@ﬁiﬁs@cmblyhewaﬁnﬁi@inmmbhby@thoe&pﬁﬁﬁng,
hggemony-and prepare themselves fully for a fresh election, if on
1063 kel ed vB aflyd sikak teédvdonmiiol, it head, that is to say when another
the one pand are lucky to be re~clected they take another 4 years
- fresh Wletdion touldabe, condbedodaigns werg so viclentetd the extent’
- in office, and if on the uther hand are not lucky othey nersons take
© thatEvheyldhings hafl beensiet(§h moisbing grathied 0b3c pdedtiombut ,in

ignthe helm of power, o | , o S
/Lagmdmboafﬁmﬁdw¢ﬁsrthm@sganwbﬁdﬁtﬁo@a&a@pmimnﬁoamhgoI@gbl@mélmmdgi

It is because of this constitutional provisions tlat, many
P tdemdtlibdd hadn cantestodithspIR9, clection Lo bring to the number

 partics sprong up at the Fedral mili$&ffigover omt o ae ) ,
| OF parthiese bhak, vl CBntest Shvy 100s ggam;' £op6e Sﬂ?&‘g’a‘f&*ﬁ&%&f
toihapdquer pover to o civilian government #n 1979, Out of these =
‘wAs addcdt tbh\.th'gsbla;rbb&imvcﬁiﬁortpmct«ie@gswa:éﬁl’ﬂy gan&nmmélﬂajaaﬂldivld

politiced.iggties that spra%g uly “onl £qu were met regi stered ic,
candigatendse TurrjisBradthwaite wad &e ﬂ&heiﬁrmndﬁgﬁ1ﬁhﬁﬁfNﬁBsHui&@és
- they were the only parties that met the modalitics and qualifications
aﬁﬁggﬁ@k£ba§hb5atﬁomhthp@ugmnyaaﬁpulaﬁﬁ@mdaﬂaiimﬁagnaﬁm@q1als and the
nceded by the commision (FEDECO) and these partics were, NeP:N., U.P.l
the ddehad bben?ﬁg@nbdnthali@hof@nmpaignsnfbmiﬁhbo19éfoeaecflohhcr
X P 8-, ¢ < JrP‘tP«o C. P-'-, 2 . - NS G A té % - i 16 € Sm !
%?%%HijiN g %& “%%#;‘% 6 1é%éqa§%e an%%%g%; . ofﬂ 1é§§ét

nmediately the
197 ection. and di- was  thagmgnoggedidie vietonious, aith
AR R gt i foady Indi ey TR st
2 l- f 1{‘ V‘.L.l i e g :3 & . s - iG] } 300 £ 3 2S e B as +: .
%%éggéﬁ %ﬁéi%;$¥%é?v§%éa%% kﬁgqb»%%tg%d%%g 18 598 S+253E R0t 81T ‘

b%r%k§%%§Igﬁ%%g¥%£%%%%g%¥b§%g§%£o”s)Sg%§§g§g%ggb%g%ernﬁogfgf“gg%hlnerz

Baxrts, seo Candddad : z- coai ' : percen _
ke R0 SRR 9P it bR T I 01 tho conBiiey !
N.P.N. -y Alha S 3ot his worle 0B aRRPLd oxtensively DTi?
politia%it%ﬁgg‘éﬁ}tquﬁl?g@%}%églﬁi& P ETB AR cxtonsively Il ¢
1 r o tnCiig ot Lvoliagwo 1083 olec 1 statce. .. 29,18
%%gég%hgnlggﬁho ég&gﬁdé%“§%§gégoch%%?%gé?§)é%ggﬁgog%cg%p i8n by éhe ¢

N.P.P. Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe 2,822,523 . 16475
e ™ : . . ! . highest
ryling partyy | Tox, ARERAREC S oBoREIER N AlRERG A i, highes
FotbFof worrEM T[T $eEagity, inflation, weenpiphent end non-payhudy
ion in the.country.in

of R B b R, SRtRRS iy el s TR O bR R B R R

' al in tac oreccedinge 1 nis wogk,: i ich attenpt was ma
58%85“%01%aﬁf§uié%gc%%%nﬁoggﬁgr%grggﬁgowgfkth%npg%%gésaln PBWer Eo

[w]

Bgipigg}%ﬁgggih<c%opulaco o2 thQ concduct of tﬁo 1983 glection in the

country and - s> I delibrated briefly on excosses associated .with th




Qe The party adopted the phrasc o.’ ¥ politics without bitternesst
as its slogon and promiSed to promote national unity.

be Build a_dynamiQ economy

ce To ensurc better iiving standards for all Nigerians

de To pursuc a dynamic foreign policys

Unity Party of Nigeria (U.E.N)

it w;s headed by the veteran politicion late Chief Obafemi Awolcows
who was also its presidentialjéépirant. Ifs menifesto contained the
folldwing:— " o
Qe Free education at all levels for all with effects from October 1st,
1975,

be  Integrated rural develonment wiiich is acimed at boosting food produc-—

tion and feeding 60 million hungry ¢itizens of the country,

]

ce The provision of free health facilities for a1l citizens of Nigerin

da  Full cmployments

The Nigerian People's Party (N.P.7)

The chairman of the NP was Chief Adeniran Ogunsanya while its presidontu&l
candidate was pr. Nnandi Azikiwe the NU¥ promiscd among other things tu:-.

ae To fight agoinst p@verty, disersey ignorance, intolerance indisciplgne,
feudalism, racism, neo-cclonialism and exploitation of man by mans

be Achieve full employment of the country's manpower and natural resour-
ce in order to build a self rcliant economyg )
ce Mobilizc the rural population.for offgctive_participation inbthe deve -~

loprent process and the incorporation of the million working class morc

and more in the management processe

il




de  Inshrime democracy, freedorn a1d equalizy, and respect for human

dignity.

The Pcople's Redemption Party (P@ED‘

The T'wR.P had late Mallam Aminu Kepp as ite presidentialvcdndidate.

The party de itself as the vangiovd of the Nigerian Masses and had

the following pginciples:-

Ae Thé.neédffor a proletarion st@te in Nigeria free from all forms

~of oppressidn and exploitation. |

b; The cxistence of private enterpriscs as a temporary necessity to

be phased ocut after a reasonable tvrgnsitioncl period,

ce The liberation and Unity of Agvica; an anti-colonial, anti~aparthcid,
and anti;zionist foreign policy,

THE 19?9 LLACTIONS :

The five political parties off@r being registored by the Federal
clectorad commissions started'camp@igning #or the clectionse A lot of
p;omises were made to the électéfate and somz @f the portices went to the
extent of can&assing for votes from the electorate by bribing them to vpbe
fqr then,

The constitution has provided that there were five elections to be
cor-tested for viz - senate, House of Representatives, Houses of dAssenbly
in the voricus states, Gubernitoricl and presidentiol clections respectivelys
Onec would see therefore the elections were held for all offices created )
by the new constitution and the legislatdyfe organs established by the saue

constitution., But since the drafied constitution itself would come intc

operation only on st October, the electiongs could not be held upder the
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lectoraze by bribing

can vassing for votes from the them to vote for

them,.

The constitution h elections te

providod- that there wére fivg

contested for viz - gtnate, House of Represgfitativeé, Houses of Assofibly

in the various stgtes, Gubgrnitorial and Presidehtizl elections respectively

One would see Aherefore Hhe elections fere he far all offi;;; created

by the new onstitutio gons cstablished by the
/

end the tiﬁxslatore
same copstitution, 3 t sincz/;;e drafted constitution itdgelf would conr:

not be held under

into/Operation Onliébn-1st Q;;ober, th> elections aoul

the constitution, After this, two laws of 197%, promolgatcd in anticipa-

tion of a new constitution and elections, took carc &f this problem,
The first law was the Decreé establishing the federél Blcc®oral Comuission
with power to Organ%g and supervise all. mﬁtters partaining to elcctions
provided for in the constitution, The registration of parties was anotkef
function, Oncc thege functions were performed the electoral commission
o established vould ceasc to exist.
The second was the Tlectorel Decrcz which unlike the fedeco Decrec
28 d*gcnéral law relating to elections and not limited by time. The
Leéébral Decrece could not but help texing jnto cognizance in its provi-
ions the naturc of the constitution which it was obvwious the country
s going to have, €., an Ixecutive presidency. Wish these laws, clections
1 the ¢ountry statted, The first two results at the fderal, elections
owed that the following:
Senate = NPN 36 seats, UPN 20, NPP 16, GNPP §, ond PRP 70

House of 2ens = NPN 168 scats, TEY 111, NPP 76, GNPP 43 end ERP L9,

e T ——

e v
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Generally, the results from the snate and licusc of Representative's

Llections showed that no rnarty had am absolute m-jority and also indicatzd

1at the Presiden‘tiai election zould be inconclusive and could possibly
asult in an electoral collage. Beinz that N.P.N, was stronger tham
ny party, the other partics decided to enter in%p wn electoral.allianco
he "Progressiwe alliamce®. Uith Awo end Yaziri Ibrahim as the Chief

rchitects, The parties held a press confercnce where they declared
hat the N.P.N. had violen:ly rigged the first 4wo @lections in colle=-

oration with TIDICO, officials. Hepce it was thoir desire tor resolve

heir differences and present a unit@d front against the N.DPsHN.

In particulaf, that Awo should be their presidential candidate.
lowever, the P.2.F and N.I' P presidertinl aspirants never stepped down
fog¢ Awo because of his.eariier suppsvt to FﬂDECO'that they should be
iisquélifigd. In short thr alliznce fiever vorked erd the N.P.N. still

Lt

:nerged winmer in the subscquent eleetions of Governors and President

However this was not without protest fvem the otheér parties. The most
c .
important protest came fro: the presydential eleetions

t should also bhe notRd that the .scneral ex zeciation prior to she

presidential election in the country Was that o perty would be able

o satiffy scction 126 (a) and (b) g?.%hc constitution which rcads thus:! -

A candidete for an elgction to the office onp:esidont shall be

-~ 1

cemed to have been clected were thQyg being more than 2 - candidates

v the election (if)

He has the highest number of vote s cast ot the €lection, and

He hos not less than onme-quarter of the vot@s cdst at the clection in

_ : 1
ach of at least two-thirds of all the states of the federation, 2

e

et
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The other presidentiel aspirants argued thac while Shegeri satisfied -
the fipgt requirement by s@oring the }argest number of votes cast, he
failed to fulfil-the secord, Despitz the series of protéét“made'verbally
and 1dgally, the presidential cendicate of the NoP.i. Q'Alhaji Shehu Shogari.
was jater sworn in as the chief executive of thc second Républic on 1st

October, 19{9«sImmcdiately, the constitution was handed to the president,

- . s s . DC
he enjoined his partners to join.in the formation of a 2oe base government

Moreover, his party did not have an absolute majority in the senate and
House of DRepresentatives as such he neccded the co-cpecration of the qQther

parties so as to get his bills passed through the National Assembly withouf
much politics; At the endvof the day, it was only N.P.Rm&honoured the
invitation and did so mainly to securc key éppoinfmonts at the, Federal
level for its meibers and money for developing the 3 states controlled by
1er, However greed and peréonality clashes were later to lead the abro-
yation of the N.P.Ne = N,P.P, accord,

Later on the constitation of t:e Federal Rep, was given to him by
the then Head of State Geaeral Olus:gqn Obhasani» and that was the cend of
the 1979 elections,

The 198% eclection canpakgn sté&ed immediat~ly, the 1979 elections
were announéedoepposing parties'ti%éduthrough varinus actions to sell their
programme to the electorates in the state not controlled by them, Aisc ine

combent governors manipulsted gover mental Machinery for that purpose, 50

that they can remain in power,
The country had witnessed the highest rate of curruption)scarcity,

inflationyunemployment and non-payment of salaries to workers between 1979
and 1983, Ience opposing parties wanted to manipulatesl the non-perforuance

[y

of the parties in power to their acventage.

MM, —
.
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This is how 198% elections started, although it is not the main concern
’ : g e gy ele M:Eu, sflow tvtry Lwnll g d«SCUQSeB o

of this research work to take in t1MSChﬁhier a detallpstate level in the
chapter a head,

It is vital at this pcint to remind the readers that, it was in the
1983 clections th,t the sixth perty Was createde 1t was Nigeria Advance
. pasty (NAP) and its presidentiai candidate was Tunji Braithwaite end khad
the eradication of mosquitors and cocliroaches in the country as its
cardinal programme,

CHAPTER TWO __TFOOT - NOTES

Te Ahmadu Kurfis . The Niperian General Electiong 1059 and 19079 and

the aftermath, Maccnmillen publishers, 1983, D 31D
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okoto state is situated in the extreme North-West of the Federal
cpublic of Nigeria and it shares Comnon bojdéfé with Niger republic
n the extreme nbrth, Katsina State in the north—éast;'Kaduna state
n the east, Niger state in the south and, Rwara state in the south-wcests-
The main occupation-of the pébple fn, the state is farming because
uéiﬁessmen can only be found here and there., The farmers produces a lot
f miilet, guinca corn, rice, cotton, sorgham, Tobaccos. Other crops
f some importance include : MaizeyPotato, pepper, Tomatoes, cocoyam
nd Sugar cane, to mention but few. This has indeed nccessited for the
ontruction of major roads by the state ggvernment to link the state
ith the rest of the stateSin the country. And this has also made it
asier the traunsportation of these itcms to these states that share
omron borders with the state,
Sckoto state has the pupulation of about f, 362,006 as the 1963
showed
ensus figures showed but, recent estimate has / that, Sokoto
tafe population has reached 4 to 5 million but, this figure is'pot
bgolutely correct because for years people have been striving for p
opulation figures but the figures 5 miliion is the ohe people have

GO f

een using wrongly and I intended using it also,

:2  BACKGROUND OF THE 1983 ELECTION IN SOKOTO STATE:-

The constitution of the f%deral ﬁ@public of Nigeria which came
nto being in‘1979, right from the time immeroripl, has made it
onspiquously plane that, on no account éhould therez be president for -
ife.or a dictators HHoreso, Nigerid being a hetegogenecous country consis:-

ing of different ethnic groupse It is because of the heteyogeneous

iature of the; Nigerian society that, the constitution of the Federgl.
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slitical power or periodic election jugt to stop a
ransforming himself into a tyrrant. Therefore, when a
his henchmen are elected into political office,

in the office only lést for a period of four () years
they are expected fg reliquish . or forfedt their i
>repare themselves fully forra fresh clection, if on _ §
are lucky to be re~clected they taoke another 4 years -
1 if on the other hand are not lucky other vpersons take$

f power, . |
cause of this.conStitutional provisions tlat, many |

_ . readiness
7 up at the Fedral military governmenttg announcement of its /

2

wer to a civilian government €n 1979. Cut of these
:ies that sprang up, only few were met recgi~stered ie.,
only parties that met the modalities and qualifications ’ 3
commision (FEDECO) and these partics were,.N.P.N., U.P.H,

., P. and P.R.P. | These were the 5 parties that contested X
stion and it was N.P.N. that emcrged the victorious with | ﬁ

ng at the back,

FEan T

.ts of all the partics in 1979 con be secn below:-

Landidate Total votes percent

.haii Shehu Shagari - 5,688,857 23477
1ief O, Awolowo 1,916,657 2918 t
-, Nnamdi Azikiwe | - 2,822,523 16475 ’ ”
yrahin Waziri 1,686,489 10,01
dmn Amipu Kano (late) 1,723,113 10428, > g

Rl
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the political office for a % year term, with the
létionfhat, they are coming back at the expirstion
seek mandate from their electorate who Votéd them
riod of 4 years,
rs as provided by the constitution were expiring,
arted to show it head, that is to say when another
d be conducted,
d been set in motion for the 1933 election but,

re was an additional party to the five poiitical
ntested the 1979 election to bring to the number
1d contest the 1983 election to 6, The party that
already five parfies, was N o A, P, which had it
Braithwaite and had the eradication of mosquitoes
the country as its cardinal programme,

gued that the campaigns~for the 1983 elections

the 1979 clections were announced, Political

. v

posing parties tried through their various actions
amme to the electorates in the states not controlled
ombent governors manipulated governmental machinery
o that they cen rémain in power., On the contrary
also started building their campaign strategies

and promises that could not be accomplish by the

instance, the country, had witncssed the highest
scarcity, inflation, unemplyment and non-payment

:rs between 1979 and 1983, - Hence opposing partics

> the non~performance of the parties in power to

4
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Consequently, when the election result was out, N.P,i, was declared

have won for that Senatorial district. ‘The candidate of the party,

ator louktar Abdulkarim was re-elected in Soksoto Tast Senatorial
district with 707,013 votes, He was trailed by::Alhaji Baba Abdu of the
P.R.P; with ?,855 votes and N,P,P, candidate, Alhaji Abdul Agip who polled
7,708}votes, while Moh'd Tukur Bakurde of U,P.H. got 3,804 votes,

The Ne&.P. and G;N.P.P. as already said, did not field any candidate -
but werc able o plled 3,325 and 5,728 votes respectively.
| .ThQ\N.P.Ne candidate for Sokﬁ%b West, Alhaji Abuhakar Kigo was
returned Unopposec. But this was not unconnectzd witih certain malpractices @
which will be seer in the later paet of the work,

And from Sckbto Central Alhaji Aliyu Abubeiar Msisang(_of the N,P.l.
polled 670,063 Voies to wir the Sokbito Central Scnatcrial seats Alhaji
mUharmadu Berde (UPN) Scorcd 7,636 votes, while Alhagi Ahmadu Mode Bodinga
(GeN,F.P,) polled _,819 and Alhaji Malami Arzika-BQd;nga (PRP) scored
L. ,934 votes..

While from Sokbto North Seat . ilhaji: A, Dakwai of the NPN won the ?T

Solzoto North Seat by pcliing 634,154 votes, Alhaji Moh'd Aliyu Gigane ,
(NPP) scored 5,619 votes retire Major Gerba Moh'd (UEN) polled 4,03k
votes, The GNPP, PiP and NAP did got field cnadidates.

And last but not the jeast, was the senetorial ¢lection in Sokoto
 South, Here Isah Dabai of the National party of Nigeria (NPN) was elected,

He beats his opronent, all contesting under the umbrella of NPN. . Alhaji

=

Hassan Iya was the one who won the 1979 senatorial seat in the zone.)

Therefore, the senetoriel elections in Sokoto state was not without
mencuvres and manipulations, the elections has manifested 7iolence,
riggings and manipulation of election regults Which return~d all the five

senetorsathat ﬁad contested under the banner o: Naticnal Forty Of Nigeria,

A
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the Barties in one way or the gther had pérticiyqted iﬂ %ﬁé election
pulation ard riggingss For instance, in Zuru local Gevertiment and
icularly in my area (Wasgu. district), ﬁhe'people theﬁé were subjected
ntimidation and at the same;time compelled to vote for N.P.N.
idate for Soﬁ&o South, Alhaji Isa Dabai. The agent of intimidation
iée) dispiay&A and portrayed their unpatriotic behaviours harassing
votefs, beating them, maltregting them, victimizing arli infl(cting all i
s of torture on them just to furfher perpetuate clgction riggingse
@meoother polling stations, polling agents were driven’away from the

ing booths anﬂ_had not been able to witness the Voting and counting

hey are allowed by the law to doa
: £cg
Lach party polling agent is required to sign a form £3@ in which
' t0.

results ‘at ths booth are tabulated and/kgep a couys Fut the fact
;4 these fess: polling agents were driven away andl cou’d not sign
se forms and FEDECO in its roles to parpetrate el :ctio: rigging does
irvalidate t 2 result.

Therefore fyom the alove a® could see how agent of intimidation

lice) and FiDiEZO were Used in the senetorial elections all over the

state to further perpetrate the rigging.

HQUSE, OF, RIPRESENTATTVES FLZSTION

Tais is tae second kind of election that was ccaducted immediately

after the sencto.sial election,

This electiovn was also not devoid with election malpractices and

violerceq

Here'in‘Sokoto State, there were about Eighty candidates vieing for

the 3F seats. T NPN contested all the seats; the UPN, :9; NPP, 153

\
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House

was declared by the FEDECO that N

Tmanediately

ive anleNPP four, The NAP did not field any Candiﬁate$;6
zter on N2N was declared to have won ell the 3} seats declared,
f the candidates were returned unopposed while seven were re—
d.v

ut generally this is the total results of House of Reps in the

Corstituencies wone

A the Hovse of Representatives election GolNPof. and N.A,P. have not

ble to sccure any censtituency, Although at tais time, election

.5tates had not beenm condiicted and the two ste stee weve Ondo and OYo

hud 22,4 2 numbar of conuuwtuencles respective.r, Tils was as a result

- crisis anc violencc that have engulfed and ingratiaﬁbd the two

his election as has been said already was not without violence aad
fation of votes in different constituencies.

HOUSE_OF ASSZMALY

~fter the House of Rep's election i the state, 3tate -

0f Assenhlyls followed,
Here in Sokoto there were 111 seats to be contested for, after it

P N. had won all the 11l constituencies

in the states

leavirg NP with the rest ofthe 85 seats.

In 1979 G.N.P.P. was able to get 26 out of 111 seats in the state

But this time ~round N.FP.l.

e
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made a great Jmoact in the state to have won all the constituenciess
But this however, was not without some malpractives., Because many

ple neld thaﬁ; it was because W.P.N. was the ruling pariy and could

ercive . . .
all the co-j instrument at its disposal to sudpresced the rcmaining

onerty It is on this point that mawny people belierved that there was a

isive rigging and manipglation by the ruling Ne.P.:ls party against the
oments fhrough the use of National Police and FEDECO officers, - ;

The cries about this election continued from all n-oks and corners E

the state about riggings, and also wiolence were even recorded in gome

'Y

i
\Z2, Local Government which 8§i£1§;§£?b in the de\th of three persons

'ts of the statc., For nstances, there was a clash with police in é
This happened when N.P.N. supnorters were ;

1 9 others were injureds
1éing one legis-.ator Alhaji Ahmadu Akawa, The legislator runned into
Jdce station fo:r protection ldit the angry supporterg who allegedly | 5
used hf; of Dberug the brgin behigh the nullification of fhg'nﬁmination ‘ 5
of his rival, Alhaji 8ajo Bunzé to context theéame seat, did not treat, %
Another exsample can beenseen in most‘ofthe constituncies in my area !
parties N.P.N, U.P.ll, and N.P.F. accused the

where cach of the major 3,

other of paving rigged the election, Both t&e U.P.I', and ll.P.P. rejected | ?

the House of Asseubly's result,

@OVE:NORSHI? ELECIION |

his is the next election to be conducted in August, 3th 198% in the
. ..;f

states All the six parties had field a candidate who will contest for the

governorship election, for the G.N.P.P. Alhaji M. Maccido was the candidates .

for gorernorship, Ne.A..s had it candidgte as Alhaji A, Kamba, whikk NPN

Gubaernatorial Candidate was Garba Nadama and N.P.P. has it candidate as

Ashaji AJDes Gari, P.R.P. also filled it candisate as Alhaji A, Musa, and .}
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y U.PNe with it candidate as Alhaji A. Bayerc.
The counduct of the gubernatorial election was belieed to have heen
vély rigged by the major 3 parties in the sfate, the garties are N.P.N.
nd NPP , The gubernatorial election was so ;uch rigged to the extent
thq remaining 5 parties ies excludyng N.P.N. made it abondantly clear
they were to boycott the remaining elections in the State until the
natorial election held was goliffied. The five parties had also
en a letter dated August 9 to the Chairman ef the FJADECO Mr. Justice
Viskey that‘uﬁless the issue they mais2d in their getition on thc
wct of the election were looked into they had with-drawn the rest of
lectionse They aléo urged their suppofters to boycott the elections,
¥he U,F.N, gubernb:hip candidate Alhaji Bayero alsc said that the
Jbility of more malPractices could po® be {uled out and that was why
ding him f$ey were bofcotting all the subseguent elecidons, He also
;ed the survival of democracy in the country if what they had seen in |
Last‘election has aﬂgthing'to g0 bye
Later om, NeP.N. candidate was doé?lred the winne:x» in the state.
:fore Garba Nadama was re-clected for another fonr years tcorm, As we :

L see in the table below the results of the gubernatorial elections

1¢ states-

rwems it s, g amdlsmee e

Party ; Candidate E Totgl votgs ? Percentage

A rom et 6 3 e s e A a a T a AT
G.N.P.P, , Alhaji M. Maccido 26,158  0.75%
N.A.P. | Alkaji £. Kamba | 16,630 P 0.48%
N.P. Ii. Alhaji Garba Nadama E 3,’320, 575 5. 95 « 98%
N.F.P. . Alhaji A. D/Geri o 32,hs2 04956 ,
P.R.P. b ‘Alhajl ... Musa 21,846 | 0.6%5
U.2.N. Alhaji s Bayero P H1, 95k § 394605

!
[\~
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s the breakdown of the result ofthe gubernatorial &lection
he rewelection of Garba Nadama of N.P.N,

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

t kind of election that was conducted in the series of the 1983
was the 1‘:)r_esoden’t:iaJ'. clections It gs from here that a president

termined for the pdrﬁbse of setting the machinery of g government

ection as said earlier is the most significant of all, because

that the finel cﬁoice is made, But alas, it was the mecst highly, and

rigged election in tue whole country and Sokoto state in

.ately the results of the presidential elections were declared
all the News papers in the country started sermo,izing that, not only
the Presidential election was rigged but also thé.remainig elections were
maésively rigged through the activities of some ggﬁernment agenties like
FEDECO, Police and other security organisétions; The 1983 elections according
them were completed in an atmosphere of conflict and violences The manifest
riggings and manipulation of election results which returned Shagari and
N.P.ll, tp power had evcked wide spread condemnatiqn from virtually cvery
section of the country. It was obvious that the presidential election
warfare had hurt the nation deeply aﬁd caused cleavages in the body politice

Zik while expressing his feeling about the presidenti_l élection,

was also not happy by the rigging a:d violence that had charaterized it ﬂ
This what made him write a letter tittled? HISTORY WILL VINDICATE THE JUSIY,
in this letter he intended for a gehre of pbliticians whese inordinate.

ambition to exercise politibal power motivates them to believe that it is
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; generally, this is how all the parties fared in the 1983 election
»_the country,

Party n Candidate o ,‘ Votes Scored Percentage
N Alhaji Shehu Shageti 12,031,471 Lo,3

', Chief O, Awolowo . 7,907 , 207 31,0

WP, Dr, Nnamdi Azikiwe 345574113 1349

WPe Alhaji Hassen Yusufu 1,776,974 L1

PP, Alhaji Ibrehim Vaziri | : 652,805 245

WP Mr, Tunji Braithwaite 28k,500 1.2

Going by the above figures, the totalinumber.of votes cast in the
ntry is 25,454,166 - 100 percent,

Vith the announcement of the presidential election results in the
te, there arose hot controvercies and disagreciment from the party
onents that the elction in the state was risged and this‘made the

strong parties trailing NePeNey, U.Pule and NeFoPe to called for a
~h election in the whole 32 local government in the state for,

ording them the clection had been rigpged messively.,

Similarly,..they called on the Police in the state to prosecute
xdiately, FEDECO duty Officers and members of the law enforcement

agencies who were connected with the alleged widespread clctorel
malpractices in the statenIn thesame vein the HePels governofship
'Candidate in the state, AlhajiiAbubakar Dakin gari alleged that about
254000 supperters of his party were clamped into detention on flimsy

ta

Uith regard also to the presidential election, each of the anajor
parties NoD.No, U,P.Ne and H.P.P. accusses the other of'&aving rigged
the elections at their post élection congress liwwld in december in the

state, DBoth the UePeNe and HeP.Ps regected the official result of the

presidential election and of several of the pubcrnatorial elections.
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dote of GeNaP.Pe for his Part actually went to court to challenge

on of the N.P.H. candidate, and the cendidcte of tre Nigeria
- o 10

arty (Ne.A,F) amnoused to the world that he was robbed of victory.,

similar casc again, -3 parties teamed up, and this time around
WNoy NoPoPy and M.2.Pe) and called for o fresh election in the

. A . ‘o,

hey alleged that their agents aere chased away from polling boths,
rly in Wamekko constifuency on the orders of a cdivisional police

11 |

NAP governorship caddidatce for the gtate, Alhaji Abdullahi Haumba,

Ty

B e T S .
hat FEDiECO delibrately refuded to inVide NeAoP. agents to witness

reting of the votes,

in other nlaces there were crics thaP FEDICO had puklished its voters

to .
list d0ctoredyhclp some partics, WMoreso, National Police in the state

have been used for the victimization, intimi®a$iop and subjugation of
imnocent voters just to pernetuatc elections

And en the faithfull ewening of thursday, 3,/12/07, Ri:a Radio bursted
ite bombshell in the programme “YOUTH FORUMY, In this programmc we wers

! s y . . y . .
mede to beheve that, the 1933 elections in the state were widely rigged

They have also made ue to balieve that it was youth that nave wreaked the

)

cqbﬁs havoc(violence and malpractices) as a result of fhe brike they werc
offered by some part; bulldrzers intthe state, 2

Therefore one would have seen thatg election in the state was conducted
in an afmosphere of violencz and rigging, Blections were highly rigped
especially in my area in Zuru local government 4 where peoplc werc;going
victimized and intimideted just to favour certain partiessy In scme places
voters were heing desenfran:hiécdhfor fear of mélestation_and their nanes
were ticked against as having voted which were élso used to thumbedaprin

in favour of some wmorties in commnivence with the FEIMEO officers and law



ey

vaforgerent pgencieg. *

In the some area in some plo ceu balloting boxes vere taken avay to
unknown destination but only to be seen ot the end of the day’s election
for colliecting and counting.. I could olso remebered that,'fhgsame year
I wos the pollin@ clerk of our station, A lot c¢f attrocitics were committed
_by the law enforcement agencices in connivaﬁée with FEDLCO officers in which
we were compelled to keep our mouth shot. Ve actually tock the whole prane-

degr of the elections. Ve were being bribed - but somevhet & Ycompulsory

bribe’® « in the scnse that you either accept it or you go with the hell of -
beating,
p

In Yauri local govermment the story Wgnot different, immcdiately

after the aunouncement of the result there were arson, killingsin protest
of the elecction rigging and other malprgcticos,'

Far outside tho state, the clectioneering campaisns were characterized
with daring act of hooligerism, a conspicuous example could be seen in the.
conduct of presidential election in the following states, Oyo, Cndo and Opun
In these stytes inspite of the equominity that gré&ed the presidential
clection there was a palpable lack of faith in the velidity of some of the
subsequent pubernatorial elections, Within ~ week violence had eropted
in Oyo state, ac urfew was impese in the cepital city of Ihadan. The
equaminity was shortlived indecd.

Int Cndo the story of vielence fightiwmz, burning killing and radds
by thugs was thesame there was olso looting, arsons of the properties of
the owpponents,

Yen elsc in theseme vein, Chief M.Cl.Ke Ajuluchukwu, Dircctor of
Research end publicity of Chief Awo's UPN was intcrviewed that, the UKW

has offen charged other foyties with vote~-ripgidg -~ scmething of which they

are also accused, How possible im the chavge of voting-rigging?e.
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His eamnswer wwes, the phenomenon, of rizging is sonething very
e e A .13
on “n the Third Yorld which also we cont evade,
Terefore the phrases given above exp*lcltly shews that 1983 elections
only were rigged in Solkote state bud we vere a living witness to

> has happened in a1l the stztes in the Tountry.

rOST thufllﬂTC:

o amratom . Bt ae  oet£4 € PG buriepdidagilivn P )

The 1983 elections in the state came and went, But the furore,
holwlaba~loo end hurly-burly that greeted it, were in the eir, Therc
vere docanpings fiom the wea nerties to the eclopl partic Soit

2re ampings om the wealier parties to the clophant partics, Soiew
times the decamnings vere as a result of Molestatipm and wmocling by the
tough party buldezers cgainst treir opponents.

There were also after the elections filing of getdtions by the

defested candidates sometilies with sucess and nany o tdmes shertive,

ind in some ceses there wexe instances vhere sotie party stronfmen e

fahen to court for wrodress, For instence, © faroutside the state,

immediately after the elctions fkidloye (Chairmen NPE) and & others

were taken to court, ail NPH strongmen in Iwara state. The men were

Aliinioye, Senator Uba Ahred, Senator Saralii, ir, Ubezim Chukwumenjie

and the administratiwé Secrctary of FEDECC in Kuvera, Alh. S.t. Abdulkadif.
Mncther instance outside the state could be seen in the mcaose of’.

Gaona defeated Gollel’vie gubernorship cendidate who threatened court action

against FEDECO over the governorship election, |

Also ofﬁated covernorasiip candidate in Niper files petition on the
)

intinidation and riolestation suffered by hds supperters
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Uith the few instences outside the state, ond would sec that the

situation in the state was in ne way di.ferent with wha® hod happened
J-

in the couditry in generel., For Insuﬂnce, 5 partics in the state after
: : “
electicns, had rejccted the whole clec®ion results and for a fresh

clectinn ih the statc,

There were elso filingg of petitions by the opponents og:inst Nelwile
J- N
for Instance tnw defeated HeF.Ne govemorship cendidate filed petition

.

in the state High-court ageinst the vigtorious fHoPoNe candidate - Hadanme,
but later on the judge ruled in favour of Nadema of the matiinal pearty of

Higeria (Ne#..),
Iy cnother petition filed by Alheji Almadu Den-ilelikin Gabalic ana

™

Alheji Bala Almed on the pa.ainations of Albeji Dawa Pan Ali ond Alhajil

Shehu Abdullahi Keurs, to contest the Zirnin dagaji epd Kouron=lemods

stote constituency elccticn hut, the Chief Judge -« Unexr Alte kﬁlgo ot

the state over ruled that the election was in crder,

The chief judge went on to eny, the courthas found that the nones
of the first respondents wire yroperly submitted to FERECC as nominated
candidates of 4l Net.lle ¢md the petitioners have fgiled to prove that

.

the nominations did not ceomply with the vrovisions of wart two of the
electorel act., Thepefore he declaored them duly clected end alrcady
menbers of the state legisliature,

fI With also regerds to decamings we cean'sec vividly in the case
of Youri wherc NeF.:i'e supporters dCﬁglros for el eMe s g regult of the
dcserininations and mlesztations set against then or they were subjected

to. This is whet made them to decemped frow their perty for Jol ol

b W s . . .
thien NoleNe being the ruliag perty had the conticl cf

kecause according N

all the rcpressive ius truﬁ ts and therefeore took that advantgpe to
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ng people to their fold., There wers nany wore cases of petitions in

gtate but, the rescarcher endavoured seriously to limit himse if to

only some fdéw instonces,

T"

There were also arson and killingsin the state after the electicns,

ample coulc seen also in | Yauri assen, vhere official cars wers

burnt dewn, houses werce also gotted‘or were set ablaze, people were

als

¢ infiured- which autometically led to the death of meny ctce

CT ) TJ._IP.:;IJ
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L1 DATA AALYSIS:

Data analysis is a pydcess of determining our hypetheses and
would center on what the +@spondents said about the 1033 elections
in the state,

But one cannot analyse the 1033 elections wathout disﬁussing
the burning issue of elechmral walpractices, comiionly refered to es
Urigging, lardly any ome would attempt to declare uneguivocally
that there were no illégat or extra-legal manipulations applied
during the elections, but the fagtjis that; as we have scen, from
the oY g¢eeding chapter on the coﬂ&uct“of the elections an Solicto state .
the blame cannot be effect{%ely laid at the docrstep of any one group
of party, althougl Nel'wN. wvas believed to have narticipated inore than

any party kecausc as a rgiing party it had the control of repressive

instrunents, but all have participated in the nalpractices in one

way or the obher. The nyagtice of multiple~voting in areas whrow here
a narty was so strong thaf’it effectively faced -little or no opposition
to its actions has probabbj indulged in order to raise a vlffralicy

where 1 . .
/ hat vas veluable fong the woye lilely malpractices, and

one tianat was constantly dLLeged in the courts, some tinmes with sucess
for plantiffs, somelimes without enough proof to gailn favourable

) ~ . . . .
juggement, was the pract\Ge of the adjustment of figures by officials

-
with particvlar partisan {nterests, Therefore going by the statoment .

above one woulcd have see: thet the elections vwere rigged.
1 r i P .

To analysc the elech spn therefore, out cf fhe ighty-five : ;
persons desirmed to be sample, bheir responds have varified ny : i
) i

hypotheses,
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In this section of the chanter, Et is my intent to explore oral

e

interviws with some ex-politicians (ex in the sense that they have

." ‘ i S - 3 . Y . . A . .
been banncd by / administration to contest in any future politics
in the country), electorat:s (massés) and also to use the docwments
available, L

These are somc of the few questions asked in the colrse of my

interviews with thiese categories of neoplei-

- What is your Name?

- Ilow old are you? |

- Jhich party did you belonged to then? |

- Wiiat was your rank in the belonged party?

- that vere some of the factors that incited and ipgnated

people to rig the elections (1303) - loney? ego? or what?i)
- Vhat do you think are some of the measures to be taken to
eradicate elecion malpractices in the state in particuler,
and the countrr in general?,
The investipator intended to mention few of these questiion because

not only the above questicns were posed on the respondents but, so meny
of then,

oy - L o~ . O . . 4

Tovever, out of the Ershty~five (85) fersons intervieved, sixty-
five persons agreed with wn, hypothsis of which their numbers and oercentage
arc as followsie - 7 7

The percentapge of 65 respondents is 76,3, while the remaining 20

respondents which their nercentage is 25,7% had different opinions and
views which are not autometicelly in consonnance with my hypotheses

according them the electicns were free ond fair but, most of these

peepls, I caréfully noticed vere dravmed from the then ruling party (IFH).

e Pt W gy Uy o

TR
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mpaigns

re above

people

king the
1905 elections vere riggec 1n thWi STate NOST especlully vy L ruling
“party (IPN), According to them, ti.ere was massive monipulation of votes
by the FEDECO oPfice in the state on the dictates of the ruling party
prominent awong these peonle is Alh, Bayero Former U.F.i, governorshin

in the state.

Many peonln especiédlv from my area glaimed that, to talk of the
1003 electiba being riggec in the state is, just a weste of saliva
and a mere ;nlibiéal gimiicks or a bhikdrenfs muppet show; According
then, the el:ction was the most widely rigged clection ever im.the
history of Affica. Narated by one man who also chose fo»remain anynymous
that, 1983 election in the state was the selection in which we suffered
untold hardship from thé rolice, we were beaten up, we were being
disfranchised as a result »f extreme terror and feax maltreatment

and victimization we wouldl meet at the polling stations; Ilie went on

to say, som: of us who were fortunate enough to have voted, were
compelled to thnmbo&print tn fevour of N.P.IM. or elgse they get the
whole “beating’,
Prom the aove exprer:ions the hynotheses were varified. Although, -
sone people @lsp avered ﬂhﬁt,;thérc was not much violeiice bui
were widely ri{%ﬁd. They Continueégthis is not to say that,

no violence, there was viclence in some areas like Dunza Loce
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»where 3 persons were reported to have been killwd as a result of clash
" with police, In Yauri local.government there were reports * < about
arson, killing, burning of public properties, vehicles ete, by political
opmronents, |
To cap it all, there were other places in the state where violence
' we

had occured in whichwere a living witnesses, places like Gusau, Zuru

- and Kaura~Namoda ctc, . N

hs2 LLECTION AND POLITICAL SYSTEM:

Medern democracy cannot be practiced in line with the way democracy
was practiced ih the Ancicent Greekes Their own democrocy was such that
every adult male individual was involved in the deeision meking affecting
thowhole.populaﬁs. But due to modernization and rapid increased in
population, modcrn governments cannont be governed in that manner
since individuals of sound skillvare needed to take the state affairs,
Therefofé due to the insurmountable difficulties that would be encountercd
in runigg modern democracy in line with Ancient Greck's democracy,
election as a means of voting few persons to represent the whole had
to be recoﬁrse toe

Thercfore, c¢lection as a meeans of vating,' have assumed a signi-
ficant role in modern democracy, It is a very nccessary feature of d
democracy but, if and onlylit ié conducted according to the laid down
principles, In Nigeria clections have gerve thesame functions as
elections have servedelscwhere ie of lcadership choice. In Nigeria,

that -is to say, clcction is concerned with leadership nomination just

like every wherc in the world,
But alas, Nigerians clections have tended to assume a new dimension

different from what the policy or the rules of the clection demands. }
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The Nigerian clections arc cheracterized with certain excesses which

o

'actually have given Nigerian politics a unique meaﬁing. The exccesses
that aéﬂ.mostly associated with Nigerian etections includes rigging,
arsoﬁ, violences which goes contrary to the rules of the "game;

But fhose excesses that have given unique meaning to the Nigerian
pnlitics were believed to have been drqwn mostly from the fundamental
problems caused by the 1914 colonial amalgamation of the countrye

Elcction like census is based on general distribution of population
-~ winner tekes it all, This;in noiéﬁail measure leads t§ tribalist
sentiments, For inst.nce, Zik, 1952 case, Regional bases of parties

By

end fears of domination and this .also led to violence and arson when

‘

clection was called upon - probl@ms.of election which also sfemod right

from the amalgamation of the country has led to the 1959'oporation wet'le!,

the 1983 Ondo, Ogun, Oyo and Niger murder ond arson,

i

Corruption is also onc factor that have given Nigerian election a

uniquesmeaning corruption can be scen in election rigging and malpractices,

misuse of police, the misuse also of the native Autlority in 1959,
The National police in 1983, bribery, embezzlement of public funds,
hoarding, party patronages,.
| A1l thesc arc what constitute to give Nigerazan political system a
unigue meaning different from what is obtained in éome countrieslin the
world, - | ' i
In conclusion one would sce that elections in Nigeria have with
them certain cxccescs which'also shape'the political system or give
it a unique mcaoning,

FOOT NOTES:~

1. West Africa (part 2 ) 19/26 Deccember 1983 p. 2927,

2, Encyclopacdia of Social Scicnces, Volumes 5 and 6, ps 3.
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| CHAPTER - FIVE _

SUMMARY, CONCLUSICHN AND
RECOMHENDATICN

SUMMARY g
The rcsearch developed interest in studying ond analysing the 1983
general election in Sokotou state,

It has not becen the objeétive of this work or study to continuc

e At e

the discussion of operaticnal definiticns of election, Rathor the‘paper
‘attempted an analysis of the 1983 elockion in the state and to clearly | J
démarcatc whether or not therce was election rigging and violencc,

However in chafiter one, which is an introductory part of the work,
I cndeavodred ts tress the histerical genesis of cloction'— 2ts meaning
to coutemmorary democratic governments, All in thesame chopter, I tricd
fo show the sipgnificance of election to any modern representative
democracy. DBecause ‘with the éver‘incrcasc in population in the whole
world, elcction as a meens of electing few individuals has to be resort to,

I went further ta indicate how clection as ' a mcans of voting indivi-

duals was eXported to othér pérts of the world whcro;voting procedurcs
has not historically posscssed thesame social cuthority. In conclusion
for there to be a hitch ~ free election certain measurcs were cnuneratcd.

The concern of the sccond chapter has to do with the discussion -
of the develepment of elections @h ﬁigcria as vicwed by different scholhrs
right from the time of the Cliftords's constitution where elective
principle was first introduced into the Nigerion political system to data.

Although, the historical development of clections in Nigeria has bcen

viewed by other scholars as very rccent,
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That is why electioms have limited uwse for research, as for instance,

they will have in the Pnited ,étages and Britain, In thesame chapter
also I discussed on the bagkgroundfbf the second Republic in Nigeria;
constutionalism; and FEDECO were also part of what has been discussed,
- The 1979 ngeral.EleCtion was not»left out.of the discussion,

Chapter three concerned with thie Brief political background of Sokoto
'state; the background of the 1983 election in the state; the conduct of
the election, in wldch I indicated the malpractices and hooliganism

that characterised it end lastly in the chapter was the discussion of

¥

the different kind of elections that were conducted,

In chapter four effort was made tp prove the hypothesds listcdvin
chapter one, Therefore thisvis Data Analysis and the chapter coftained
the justifications and lame excusscs for rigging‘and for making the
clection in the state so violent;

In other words, the ﬁypotheses drawned were varified on fho
.basis of information I cbllected from sampied populaces

The viecws of ceftain ind¥viduals also helped me in either confirming
or invalidating these hypotheses, In addition I discussed on.election
and political system and thisy I pondered on the excesses assbciated
with it, |

And finally, Chapter five is{éoncefned with the summary and
conclusion of the dissertationf In theaseme chapter 1 gave ogt some

recommendations to which the %rend of politics in the state could

be re-organiscd,

RECOMMENDATION:
This dissertation is in-completc whithout meking sqge suggestions’
through which the trend of politics in Sokoto state can ¥e¢ ye-organised,

- S












