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CHAPT,m ONE --
In,trocluction: · 
'iiC.~~ ' 

'ilw study is concerned with em rxw.lysis of tlw 1993, elo-

~'bmi~ It Jhight x;.ot be out ·of j_:>lace to ctart here by ftncl~nl3 a 

·we.y of thinking about the concept (ELEC'riOH) 1 · Election D13 the 

nome indicates, has been coftceivcd c:mcl defined in different wcys 

by different scholars at different historiccl dcvclopments to 

n1<.~c:u1 different tb.incs, but this depend C·n how a certc-,.in group or 

society perceive it or from the .:: . .n0le they look at it. 

Consequently, elections uicht, in this respect or work be 

define c..s a forr.1 of procedure rer:ocnised by the rules of an or-

, g'ctnizatio:c, v;here by all or :30L1e of tho or£51?.:niz2t ion choos0 

·smaller nur:iber of persons or one pcrc;on to hold office of autl:i-

"t O th O ' .J._O 

1 
9r.~ y Ul o orc;anl.s[t t..lon. 

Since election has been dcfined in this perspective 0¥"'2l1gle, it 

does not only me<m then, institu :ionr.l or gove:cm1entc.:"..l eJ-ections 

Q
~ Le \:ib.ere a l?cr,sor: comes ~ut · a~ l.l c~?dide,te .vic~.nc; for presidency 

Jut 1 ·:; .:t.l~C2. - ~;lclucle cJ.ectlon.s .l.L-SUC. l orc:a:nzn:~lon ·~ • rche.s, 
·;>; i- evcl.1 "b,eine for CJvr:rrwt:L i.n Q!1 election ~ci0tic~s., rrcssuro 

'@'Cl'£7 ::~ not pre-~e · §'1 ~p 
gropps, national o.ssemblies, clubs, unions, politic.:J. purties 

and all other forms of organisation one can think of • Because 

theso orcru1isations have ·in them established ~·.~ot of rules which 

provide or r~cos'nized in them this election in ohoosing their 

officie.ls in the organisation tc hold office of authority. 

Eloctions therefore e.r.e e;eneral attr:i.butos of modern represer:t-

at i ve domc:-,crc:-.cy, uhich had its c;cnesis a..11cl dovolopmcnt fro1:1 An-

cicnt G:..~ee.k city .StF.'.tes of the w=:: storn m(:;cliterrcmo8l1. in tho fifth 

o .· · I 1 • "":). f 2 ~ I • • • 1 • and S:'.xth corn;urles L•.c. .i.!Jlec·cJ.ons have 131nce ln tno Anc~ent 

-
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Greek city .states form and assume a Ley position in the politics 

of mo:::;t; advanced and ci v:!J.ized societicr3 of the vJOrld. I.Jong before, 

in th<3 Ancient Greek, there used to te a system of direct democ.:r.~acy 

in \·.rhich all male adults gathered to di.scuss politics and share 

offices. But for now because for one thing the difficulties th<it 

wov.ld b<:; encountered it Hill be impo.:->s i blc to gather the milli()m:-; 

of people in our .societi <~ s.- For t.lw other rem>ons, it will be impo-

ssible to or-c;anize such <.tlargo croV!d. for any mec:i.llingful discussion, 

c.md to add to the difficulties, covernrnent ho.s nm,r become so ci vilh~cd 

a..~d modernized thEct full time office holders are needed. 

It is in view of the clifficul ties indicated above tJi_,;,t, tho sys-

tern of selecting c-,_ few inc.lividual.s ir'. the society h.s.,s to bo evohked 

to jettisoned some of these problems and · difficul tic.s. ':L'herefore the 

:process of celectinc these imlividu.cLls is referec.l to as election wbicb. 

is clone throush voting. It i.s in th::.s rc~s·!:ect that, elec t ion or vot-

ing o.s o. tt,ore of rq).reserrtntive gove:nment has boen so c~eoply Gntren-

• ched in the western . 3oci(~tie:::; that vc ting Ol~ sclc~ction in nation-wide 
~-

election has a f.>pecial s~.gnificance :'.n their domocro.c:Les. It is be-

cnuso of t he importance n.ttachecl to electioneerinG tradition i:n their 

societies tl•_:;.t hr:u3 led to the e~-:po:rt of ballotir!g in elections to 

countries \·;here voting p:eo~drlnres ha,.~ not historically possesec·:. the-

same soc12l authority, as in tho case of western countries~ 3 

Due to the complexity of modern societies as <.'tlrcD.dy poin·:.:;ed 

ou-t above, it mal..;:es direct participation in govermaent by all adult 

m~e combrous o~ no longer possible that, modern societies had to 

rscm:rse to election as t he only alter•n.;)_ti ve smcl m0an.s of selecting ,.,. 



, ; 

3 -

r1ho will undert.:.1ke the whole . affairs . of the 

behalf of the la8 gr citizens residing in th<J.t .state lmov•n 

r:t is on this note tlw.t, . aJ.l modern state most resort 

they really H.:mt indi viduo.ls Hho v::Ul talco in power, 

D.ll(l authority in the .state • 

fJince all societies have grovm from their ruc..htnonta:ry or savage 

to a much more compJ.ex sti311dard of beyond-direct-participcrtion:; 

election gas to as.sume a central po.si tion in om.· modern det71ocracy. 

by this, the difficulties involved in ti"w direct particip<ltiun wilJ. 

drastically minimi7.cd, if not eliminated . nut :for elections t.) ac-

tcl;:c place there mo .'l t be the fo1.10\·.ring;, :fil·,st, the concept of 

position or roles (offices) which confer cert~in powers 

duties \·Ji thin an orgMisat.ion, c.-end secondly, the vacancy 'Jf the 

to b-:: conte.st c d and lrtstly, tb.er c mt~st be oandid.ate(s) int,:?rcs-

contcstinc for such an office before election is worth the name. 

is therefore v. I:>osition designated by the snme .syst cr:: of rules 

the el.cctoro.l procedures. · :~he [;Ci!eral problc~n i.s thc:•.t 

social Gys:tems, pcl~so!'H3 moat somehm-I oe linl;:cd to offices; e1c:ction 

mD..: ~y different procedures used to ensure legG.l 

ccc;:=;ion tu office in different or$aniz:J.tions and 
t9. be · 

In conclusion, fol' therd"ta hi tch-freq election 

'+ societies. 

in nny form of 

0,~ or cr·-..nm· Z"' ·1·1' OJ.., ·:·11C· l'"" 1~1U'~.~- b '"' ·f-l1e r"ol·~ O' ·Jl. 11rf'"" r:1nr1 ·the n11' sr'·1 :,nd.'Ll' ~ · : o· .1. • (,_)C.... O..V. . L V• V .. , t:;l lJ .. t..;; v .. .J.. \o t) .. ;l C.., ~ .1 ~ L. . -(-· ~ • -·· l..-) 

one of these procedu.re.s might ;lead i:o. unfair eJ.ection::;, these 

First, an electoral cor:n:1ission to conduct th.e election \ov~lich is 

ex·pccted to bo an indcpendr:mt institution beyond the i:nfltlenc o 
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of any other authority. 

S~condly, the Registration of votets. 

Thirdly, the registration of political portie.s or pr.:u·ty ( tu con-

the elections) and their co.ndidateq. 

Fourthly, the elcctioncoring campaign.s which are yet another veTy 

impo:ttant <:1.sp0c ts of election. 

Fifthly, the ba lloting ( thc:t i.s t iw polliEg DJ:Kl the ccY!.mting o:C 

Sixthly, the results, 

'l1hcre mu.:rt be .;:il]_ the o.bo1.rc for an election to be hi tch-frer:;. 

?t.::Lteme.E!....£:'f._tllc prc~_l&'Jn:!:-

'.i.1he rescMch project i.s trying to ex2.:11ine \vh2t election is, :::md 

'tJ.Jmt it mr::·.:mt prcciocly to politics and its significance to o.ny !:lockrn 

~.emocn-...tic political S;)''f>tGtn, AftE"~r havinG. seen the traditional meanEl8 

election c.nd it signific .cmco to modern gov(~rnment,s, it Hill go on 

D.nalysis of the 1983 elcctiori in So.lwto Sta·\:e. Has 1983 

election in Sokoto State bcel!. conducted the wo.y it :Ls sUp)OBe to be 

conducted'? or \AlaS there <:t negetion of the principles of election and 

Glemocrc.cy? ie wore there ,scme exceGse:s ussocic.tcd with tho election i:1 

the sh~te'l VJhy also did N .P .N win? l;Joll if thei::v \·Jere some election 

malp1.~actico.s, the wol'k will indico.te the hooliganism, poli ticru. \irD.ng-

ling.s :mel other mE..~lpractices tho.t had charo.cteriz,ccl. the ;~lc;ctionecd.nL~ 

conduct. 

'11he dissertation \·Jould also endeavour to look at the role playec~. 

government agencies (polico judiciary and ~Tcdcco) 
\ 

prepipi t:'\tinG and promoting the excesses m:.:~3ocie.ted 1:ri th tb.c 1983 

I 
I 

II 
;• 
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'~ .. 

particula rly in Solcoto ) ,tate.· ·Fo:i:· instanc0 \•ie arc 

haJ:..'l happened her(~ in Sokoto State i • c 

Ji:01i ticr;l tdolence th.:1.t has happened in Bun?.,a Local Gcvc:cnment o.:3 

of clash between police and N .P .N suppo:rter;3 on tho one hand, 

u.r-.n supporters on the othor. All these political c{io~s wi:Ll 

this dissertation. 

tivc of the Rc.search:-
-·~-=----- ...,..... . .,..,._ 
The objective of t~1.iD p~c.·ojoct i s to explol"'C tmd. cnli3:hten both 

students o£ po1i tical sci(:nce anc[ a.l::-;o tho students from other 

science discipline(-:> like socioloc;y, economi,~s cmd mc:..nagcm::n~t on 

n1im1.omer a tt<.:Lched to <~lection to me.:m alJpoint.mont and vice-verBa. 
~ - . 

It is Ol! thi,s note, I , . .,ould like to malcc a sort of 

:ficati.on on v:hRt ~·.·cally is meant by election on the one h"i.nd, o...."lc!. 

rnent on the other. It has been a subject of controversy as 

ealicr of Hhat diffon~ne;c(s) can · thurc be betwoc:n them. 

hr;_ve c:vcn ventured to de fino election to meru-;. appointrnon-t. 

i s sue of election comes in when, for say, t2n choosers voted 

f ill one officej but if ten choos<::rs fillod 100 uffices, thi13 is nc/c 

but o..ppointm(:mt. It i:-3 also one of th0 obljcctilJDS of this 

to loolc at t ho hooliganis m ;md brig<::mda ge -thc.t ha d charc..ctcrie 

t he 1983 el cctionaeri ng- cam]2Aigns in :Sokoto State deppi te the str -

ngent ~ l n'd and the · m.1bscquent draconian punishment bc~hinC. it, /\nd \vh c:r·o 

arG loopholes or lacunas that have not been filled by th~C.~ scholarr; 

undertook D. similar ldnd of Hork or h.:we ;.10t s atisi f cd ;the yeo.:r."nln;_:;s 

Q,spira.:ion.s of the students of · politicc:l scio!lc o a.nd those studcmt s 

disciplin~s Hho are curious to l>:now the l;o1itical happen:i_ng's 
'•.\ 
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them, the research tvill bridGed-up th0 gaps thereby provic~ing 

'a· p0ssibly first hnnd informations .:md solutions to malce their yearinGs 

~..-ententecl, ;.rho Hork will also endeavour to provide some suggestions 

thet have not been offered by the previous scholars who have undertal:::cn 

the sam,e project ancl. thereby n~ukinG the field of political science more 

scientific and reliable, 

In conclusion it Nill o.lso provide suggestions on the approprinte 

to put a stop or ameliorate the future occu-rence 

This work is a study of 1933 election in ,S olcoto State, it will 

analysis of the 1983 el'ect:i,on in Sokoto Stnte. :F'or the pur-· 

pose of date.. collection, the proj oct intends to use random snmlJhlnc; o:f 

~he }Jopulation residing in the state o.ncl employ, or embark on interview<:~ 

rNewspalJers, Books and lJossibly .some Journi3.l of .political science, 

rescD.rchcr will int<:msivcly c..ncl extensively mc.'lke use of trw libr:J.X'Y 

there <:U'e some books, that could be rclevent to the dissertation~ 

The interview will bo 13ranted to 3 cntq;ories of people - old 

po1·i ticians, old in the sense th.2.t they have been banned by the presen:t 

· Babangidn 1 s ;jovcrnment ~those who conducted the olectionO~loctrlmnl 

officers) - and thirdly, the clectorh.te or the voters, 

Houever, questionaire .is not going to be employed in this \·JOrk, , 

because of the difficulties involved in puttinG across the questionaii·co 

to the incli vidu~l.ls concerned, 

rrhe moment you confront them Hi th qucstiono.ires, they endeavour to 

t0 run away thereby shmving deaf ears to your invitations to fill the 
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Becau,se of the· combe:r.S.,ome no..hn· (; a.nd. the non-

attitudes of the responclant .s of questi )'10..i:;:-es, the rcsc]arcb.eT 

to .abun the questionaire method thereby, :ycsd~ing to inb.:::rvicwt,; 

documents where necessary and availD.ble. I ther efor e intend, to 

l!lse interview as my prim.?.ry so1.1.rc·e of data, and lo(;umcnt!:~ as my 

Thero .:.1re only two hypotheses that \'lill guide this dit>sertation, 

( 1) - The 1983 electioneering campaigns vJCrr=:: char2.c-Gerized \.ri th :·.'la.ri!l[:: 

of h')oligcm.i..sm &nd poli tic .:J.l violence, 

The 19D3 electior.. was ch:::tracterized \·Ii th rigging and other mal·4 

to further p E;rpetuatc election riGging, 

of easy compreb.ens·.ion -the ::_;tu :ly is eli vidccl into 

The first chapter, deals with tli·3 introduction of the 

i tself 1 what it meant to me. dern dcr,1ocre,c y, :i. t also denls 

objectives of the study and })roblems d the study, Chapter 

is concerned with literature :.:-·e,-iew anrl c.lea~ s with electi~'Jn deve-

Nigeria; 'I'he backgrounC. of tho secr·,11.c R.'3pt~blic; Go•1sti-

anc1. FEDECO c. . .~."ld lastly tl.c 1979 7£loc-C. ions. Che.ptcr ;i.'hrc-c 

the following; Brief poL.tical b~l.ckground of Solwto /·)tat:;: 

of the 1983 Election in -t ho Sta-te: The conduct of t ho 

Election in the state and post Election developments. . Chapb)r Four 

is data a11alysis nnd th•.3 elc~ct:i.on o.nd poli·dcal E;yt.>totii. And h :·stly 

Chapter Fiv:; is summary, conclusion c-md Ror:om .. rneJ 'clot ion. 
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. C H/YTEl1 '11\10 

·· In ::ho -lnst ·chapter I cn(cavov,_ ... cd to . ~ive the goncrnl not-ton 

~:f _the genesis o;f elect ~on, i t meaning, it sigr.i_L.cD.nc c tc an~ ~ 

d!~mocrntic politicol system o,.t • . c. 
; F 

In this chapter, I vvill ext ensively inclico..to how various scholo.r ,s 

f~cl about the devolOl)fi1Cnt of election in Nic;oriD.; bctcl::ground of tho 

second republic/ constitut1onalism/Fedeco; .:mel the 1979 election. 

~EC/2IQNS Dzv:,:;r,OP!fJ:SNT:- (fll ~h-~ Y-et.f-LQJJJJ 
~----- .. ··---- .,.. -- ___ ,... ~ 

The histc~y of the development of -elections in Nicorian politic s 

viewed by Jlsny scgolars is very re~cnt, · lit ):i s on this basis that 

e~ections : n l"Iig~ria have very limited use for pol:i. ticRl research, ns 

~or instc:'.l1< ~ e, they will have in tho Unit oc" Stat~ of America, Bri t6.in 

~·fid or m_,~;.) industrialized \·/estern countrj_ ),s \lihD, for < onkcy yeo.rs 

$ael;: hav~ boon usinc; elections in ·.heir polltt"it:.:S. 

In Ni ieira for instance, tho I) J. o ct:>r~ J)::'iVlC.:if>l:; \v<l;"> first intro-

~.u6od id~c the Nigerian political ,c :y r-> ton by ih, c ~ iff or :l 7 s cor tit ,_ . ·.ion 

'~f 1.'92.2 ·:;' l" th , . . ' "' ." v ..,t .;,. - ~ ' . , ... ,.,~ ,, t' p·.-. .... t r '' "'-1D-n ® • .Lor examp 1,;;, o dl _,,crl'-. 11 -•• _,_ ,nl,. _J_ .Je, . ~ - - '--· ~c c:. . :> N~ .r 

Herbe:cf 
was formed under the l eo.dorship of j I!Jacnule;y· to contest the 1922 

El ection. In 1937, Nigerian Youth I\1ovement (H. I .H) was formed under 

the loo.clership of H.O. Davies, a larGely Yoruba organisation, vvhich 

contested suc o.s ::3 fully tho Laeos tvh~.nicipD.l :sJ.ections of 193G a gainst 

tl-le- Ni e;e~ jA National Democratic pD.rty, later the . domocn~otic party r c;sp-

1 
nred control, In that same year, '1922, Clifford aboli13hod tho l'fi coE-

~ council t ogether with old legislative council nnct repl a ced thor..1 

j 

j 
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to the l1alitico.l GC01\G • • 'J'!y:m l1e C;)_me into power l.h ~ :-.; 

nothing to show for it in his constitution for\ he did not ext En ::1. 

princ:~ples of di:rect election beyond the prOi:·i::; i.ons of the cli:i:'fo.vd 

For instance. the mo..J'c:ritv cf the r:1cmbcl'i3 cf the · , v 

entral legislative council were not elected~ infaC:t, only fou1· /d'r: ;an,s 

elected on a limited fr.:mchise. The executive: council st j ll r ,_,m-

unchnngeclj Hi th still unofficial members. .:\u·: thirdly, i.lB c·ns-

i:ution docs not provided effective link bet weer . the exect•.ti vc ·:u::l lt2..-

tive councils. Indeed, with lct".nching cf tLe ': 9~-6 consti i::.~-'~i:m.; 

be clmost as far from responsble government ::.s si( : '.to..s 

It was at this m2.terioJ. time that the National Council o? 

ancl Elo.meroon J ( W~NC ) was founded ( 19~-4) unc:.cr th•:; leadership of 

Hacnuloy and Nmadi 1\.zikvw • The N • C, H • C vr(mt on to .:--rh;o.ck 

Richc.:trd 1 s constitution because of th·.) cor sti tutions failu:cc to cH~· 

the el (~ ctorate and extend the principle of direct olectiuw , c:1rTt 

its other clefec-'cs. All these griev~-mces about. Richnrcl 1 s c onsb.::r, .. 

were still in the air when sir J'ohn !1D.cphorson became (}ovcc: w ::-- : .r. 

Tho Ivlac.pheTson 1 s consti tut :i.on wns debated boti1 at ·~JP 

level, 
cl ; at the J.evel of t hought, Dnd finally . o.c <L ~orc.fercnce h ol::( J.:·:. 

in J anue..ry, 1950, nnd this locl or 2:-esul ted to the? kind c f c ::- r '-;w 

'i 951. It was the t112.cphors on 1 s cons·d tv. : ~.o·1 

extended clecti ve princilJl'o to othr::: r parts o:f tho fed :3rntion ., Ev c:::1 

, majcr:i.ty c f thl~reg:i .onal logislativo council s ?.nd the fe derr:l L c is·-

1/zere elected indirectly throt~gh th ;) ~omplox :.)lector 1l 

~ 

,J 
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I:Jhile in the west and oastr.?rn rogion<:"Ll legislatlinreo the 

ctive principle vms based on universal ndult suffrage, but in the 

' it WO.B on adult mille suffrage. The tradition continued througi:l 

195~- .,Lyttcl tion constitution where the first ever federal EleGtions 

hold under different arr angements prescribed in re[Sulations made 

tely to each rccion by the Goverm:n:e~Gleneral. In the northern 

the N.P.C won the election with eighty-four out of 'ninety-two 

, in the Eastern Region the N .c .N .c thirty, the A,G in allicu1cc 

the united national independent party (UNPP) v1on seven and <)thor .; 

s eo.ts.5 In 1959 there was also the independence elections~ 

were 3 region,s at this time namely the Northern (the bi g;,:.~e.st), 

<md \:/estern Regions, with Lagos servin[S o..s the Foc~el'.:<.l 

Lto.l rJ\~rritory. On seeinG that, the 3 regional parties (NPC, i\G 

possibly be .suffic~ent to co..tcr for o.ll ·the diverse 

and cultural groups v-1hich made up Nigeria, Tho yeo.rs followin~~ 

the mooshrooning of mo.ny local parties represent ing one l'i1.ino:c·i ty 

or another. However, in 1959, 13 minority pc:.rties mc..:.r'lagod t •:1 

f ederal election for that yeo.r. They included the Northe::-n 

Union (NEPU), United Nidclle Belt Congress (m.mc ) ~ 

~;Youth Hovement (BYH) all in the Northern Ree;ion, o.lso tho h:tboL·j r:; 

Alliance and otu Edo in the \·lest tmd the United Na.tionQl indepc:n-

Democratic party of Nigeria o..ncl Cameroons in the i 'ast, 

1was also ,said to be the most important el ec tions in t he country f o:;:· ~ 
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election preceded by the grant of political independence to tho 

1960, after the expiration of the 0 99 - year lease 1.1 by the 

Immediately Nigeria joined the comity of sovereign nationo. on 1st 

Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa became the leader of indepe-

Nigeria under the Hest Ivlinister model of parliamentary democracy 

made d)he prime Minister. Not long)before ' the young inde­

'"'~;u~~;;ut country soon ran into serious political crises or upheavals 

corporate existence of the country. Some of the 

es that brought about the end of Balewn's government includes:-

The independence elections crises of 1959/60, which has been<.ii6-

.treason trial which found Awo quil ty 

1·962 Action-Group crises 

1'962/63 Census Crises and 

(Western - ·Nigeria) Elections crises. 

ill 'Sa~d· eo.rlier, elections were conducted both at the centre and regional 

in the country before independence;the major parties that contes­

the Northern People's Congress (N.P.C) National 

ss of Nigeria Council (N.C.N.C) and Action Group (A.G) with the 

emerging as the po.rty with the lb.ighest votes followed by the A.G. 

, as the N.P.C did not command im overall Majority in the B.o.use 

as required by th.:: \"lest-Minister Hodel, she went in·co 

tion with the N.c.N.c. The A.G~ being the runner up automatically 

I 

I: 
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be came the opposition and A1t10 the o;)yosition le .:~dei" L ::~ter Awo 

wa.s unsatisfied with tl1e Hhole scl:.eme of thinc;s sought \-Jt•,ys t c 

destabilise the government by force and ·bring about neH-clections, 

Later this was detected by the gove:"'m'iKmt in l)O\tJer, nnd this thrmJ 

the countnr into crisis. Under it, A1·JO wars acc.u··:3ed of high treason 

( i, E? plcul.Yling to overt~E'OVI th8 federal government by force through 

tr2.inine; o.f mercencriies in Gh.:ma), L:.tel"' A-~:m HOB sentenced to 10 

yee:rs un~)rJ.son. 

'1;11"" o+~•e""' · ····"'-~o-r c-rJ..sJ.·"' ~,.1 ·c''1e count'"v \·Ja""' t"i.l"' "•cJ·J.·o,, ,}.; ~ou·,, .- J. -..... v ..... .,L. l.~iC·I. J - - 0 ..1...1. .L - .1. J C: 1:> -- ··- l.,.. .L- '-~~. •1: · 

c·onflict bctvrecn AHo and AldntoJ.:::t, the then i1l"'cmier of :.ve.stern 

R"'.0'J.. 011 rl·'hc. confJ J.. •'t '·'ll-lch l"-c1 to ·i·l10 S "·)·ll" t '1f' .!-he· "l")::•.,...·tv . . ,.. .• . .,. .. .,+,. rl · J_ .,~")" t .I.J. .. - V VIi . ..i. ..j.J,. U., v .... .., J. !-.· V-- . .1: . •. •• 6. J t J;.J\...~t..l vV ...... 

in jos during the .A,G' s a.:0.nucJ. convention in which, bo·ch v1ere in 

attendance. In the course of the convention, Al::intoln sought JKr-

mi.'::;sim1 to return to Ibadan end 1.rJclcomc hi.s partner, the prcr,1icr 

of Hort.J.1cX'l1 Nigeria, ;.}uaadu Bello, v1ho Has th8n tourinc;· tl1e ·)o::r~:er.ll 

Rcgion4 '.i:hough AHo , turned tho reque.st, Akintol<\ r:>till l;,dt and t : .. ~~,t 

led to his e~q;n.1.lsion from the pc>.rty. ',/" ··- '~ ,.., ,· "' -~- r ; .J-... fro"l ~ ,., -· ~~ 1. .1. 1. ... -~ v 1 ... . 1-~l.:. l! ;.""1- •\J•' . 

I 1 • .I. 1 ° ' ' , ?- c 1'1 ('1 , d 1 ' ' • .. t '\< • A..-an.l,o a JOlncd -cne d. eL·· ~'-' anCL succee· ec J.n cap·cur1ng Hes ern rngc-

ria from AvJO (A.G,), but this was not Hi thout ,-:~ cri.sis and bloodr;:;hcd 

Hhich culmif.r~tcd in tl:e declaration of a St;::,te of emergency in the 

region. JJ1e ne:ct issue in the country was the 196.? .. /63 Cen,sus, the 

fii'St c<msus uas conducted in 1962 cU:lCl wo.s said to have been infJ. .::.t ·::;cl 

by the south and had to be reconducted in 1963. .Dut tl1•J new fi r;ures 

J 
'1 ,.~~· t f tl • ~;· . :)-..... ·•t ,, -.J .L.l were 1aro. y Ctli :...eren ·rom .:w prcvJ..GllS•~"Ln.J..s .l..:ll'tle 1 l. . vl<:IB ·c11.0 1. r t-L!. 

c 

that uas a.llcged t o l.:we in flo.ted itG fj.,s-ures. · ':ehe N .caN ~C .::-..s a 

I 
r 
tl 
~ 
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Pc.trtY rejccbxl-the· .figures arid attempted. through legal action 

' before the sv.preme cotlrt. to have the figt:tres in.-validatecl, but this 

\·ras a failurG. 

Ho\·:ever, in 1969 there was federal and 'Regional elections. 

Ther:e elGctions generated crises, it .should be noted that because 

of its inability to have the cen.sus figures in~aliclated, the NCNC 

decided to enter into electoral alliance Hith .A.G for the federal 

election of 1<)6L~ v1hich \.YC..S then fast approaclj.ing. After being joined. 

by a third party the Nigerian Progressive Front (N.P.F) -a-coalition 

of lYiorthern Eleraents Proe;ressive Union (l·TEPU) and United middle I>~lt 

Conr'""'e"' ... ' (U 1''r B) i.:J..!.. 0/.:l •J:.... - the three parties styled themnelves·the United . 

Progre.Gsi ve . Ground PJ.liance (UPGA) • The IT .P .c on the other hand v1ei1t 
~ . 

into .tuli2nce vrith a nevr party formed by Akintola, 'l1he Nigerian 

Hational Democratic Party. (NNDP) and the t\-ro formed the Nigerian Natio-

n.;;u Alli<mce (NNA). By going into alliance \.vi th !he A.G tb.o NCNC 

'v1~Q\ted to give the im}1rcssion that the ~)ling o:f AHo vr.:'.S due to the 
I ·~ .. 

machination of the N .P .c as such it sue ceded in bi-poJ.<:.:U'izins poli-

tical opinions in, the cotmtry, The context bctHeen the ITI'IA and (U-

J?.G.A) was mo.dc ·to tal;::e the form of a North vcsus south conflict, 

For example, the UPGi\ portrayC-d_the I-TNA as a feudal party, _ and one 

oriented to establishing a Hausa-J?ulani hagenony, The N.H,A also 

ave:mgcd by .describing the U.P.G.A with tho illb.ge of q, corrupt, self ................ ... 

· seel:dng coJJ.e;cti vi ty -vrhich \'las determining to monopolic;c stc..tus po-

sition in tho society, 

On the b<:..sis of the crisis that was bre\"ling, the UPG.A decided 

to boycptt the election, bouever _ _, the NNA insistGd tho. t it t;rust be 
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conducted •• The members of elec'tora1 commission fJ:--om the :Cast, r~t· .. d-

\"Jest and Lagos decided to resign. But the boycott of the ele:::ti cJ. b~ 

the UPGA turn-out to be that in the e.rc;ns where elections v1ere hc:~.d, 

N.N.A members were returned elected en::l even to win a majority in the 

House of He.-presentatives, One thing t :"l.a t intensified the cri ~-? is · ras 

·that despite the 1,r~inning of a majority in · the Federal House b;j t ha 

NNA, the president of the Fe¢leration, ? r. Nnamdi .Azikwe r efusc;d to 

appoint the Jeputy leader of the ENA, nil~ Abubah:ar a s the pri:ne r.: .nis ter, 

thus creating a constitutional crisis ,md political impasse i n tLc 

country, The president and his prime ,,.tinister bec;.:m to moke .:t pl.sty 

for the loyclty of the armed forces, ho·vever, the Army deci c~hcl to 

back the prime minister, U.te juclicinry also decided to interv me to 

find out n formula for reconciliation. 
8 

Thfus wc...s somehoH found amonG other thinc;s in the formation of a 

:\!>road-based government. Elections wert' a~.so to he helct in a.r ~~as wher ·3 

})) 

t here were boycott and dis:ruted const:Lt J.enciE:~s were to be re-~ont~sted . 

not a solution to the cri ~,:i s ·as the contestan.ts crtt£n>ptec{ 

1 . · t · ,.. f' tl . coali tio:n 1 · t · u-~'~r...:A. e 1m1nc, e some me1:1uers o_ · 1e 011po.s:. 1g / · uuc.1 a s h:; .1:""'1. 

h'ied to elir,1inate the NNDP, the ~JNA c ounterEd by ar. at ..; emr-·~ tc 

the A.G. as a competitor, 'I'his · r·'>-Sul ted into serim.:.s vi ole.n,ce .md 

intervene in the body poli tic.s of Figeriao 

. From 1961+ elections, \ve h<:we never had any election until iL 197) 

D. long period of uilitary, interrE:gnun1~ 'Ihe constitntio:1 of the 

was later handed to the civilians • 'l1he perties that cor..tesh;cl 

elections Here only five. Although when the b<m ;'JaS lifted 

as 51 parties spr~g up but only f :!.ve v.rere rec;istered. I t ., , .. s 

1 
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only in 1983 elections -that the sixth ·:c--c,rty H9.i3 crc·:~.b;cl ( N.A,~ · ). 

BACKGTIOUl'TD OJ.i' THE SE.COi'm n.~~PUJJLIC/CON'3~TruTIONJ\J,IS~/F.CDECO 
_______ , .... . __...__,_ ___ , ___ .... __ ... _ ,_ .. . _~-· ·-· ....... - 4 "0 ... ....... _ ..... . t.:/1: ____ ,__._..,_ . ...... --~~ . . ...... ,__.,.._ 

Shortly, after the country ha.s at tainecl ind.e::pe_nclenc e in -· ')60 ., i ~ 

ran into serious <:Jolitical . cl~isis VJhi~t. threc,tened the natim,_:s c ~ :r-... , 

porate existence as a united entity. Ls the political Violen.C0 COD.ti-

nued in some pnrts of the country, in i:h(~ early hou;-:-s of :the . r:orn:.nc 

of J anuary 15, 196;~., a section of the Nigerian lrmy revolted in L<· .{;os , 

Enugu, Ibadan and Knduna. r-Iany leadinG poli ticio.m;::; inclucLi.ng the pri:~1e 

minister Sir AbubaLar 'rafmJD. Bale\v~, -t~8 . Premie::' of rJorthc:.~n J'' i g2;· ia, 

Alhaj i Sir .i~hmaclu Dello, tb.e prerr1ier of 1destern I'Jif:/:~ria, Chic~f· S. I.. 

Akintola · an~l federal minister of finance, Chief ~i'eBtus Okoti e Ebo·! vie:.:~" 

killed. '1:1he officers v1ho c~ied v1ere Brigetdier I~demologun, Drig;.:tclier 

Zakariya ~ -Iaimalari, Colonel Kur lbhamEIEd, Cc•lonr l ,Shocleind :-:>, It. Cole: e:J 

,YQ1:::(11.m Pur, Lt. Colonel Arthttr Uchec;bn and l'1ajor ,Samuel .Achzol·e, 

'J.lhe m<ister minders of the coup w~re named <:~s rD 'l jor c.r::. l'zeo ':vJU~ 

major E. Ifeajuma, major D. Okafor an<1 c-'lptain E. No :t'hvobor::;i r· Ot: ers 

connected with the conJ:> were captain C\_;i, major c • .J. J.\.not·u·o: ;r,::-.. ,j or 

l. E. Chukaka, major ~\demoys.fa; just to r:1ention btlt a few. 

The coup o.ctually did not succeed i.n dethrcninc; the fecle:!··a.l r;ove~-:--

nment cl(~spi te the killing of the prime-.::1inister, at 1 'i .50p .m " On 16th 

Jan, 1966, the actin:; president l)f tJv~ federcl repu:ll:i.c of N:Lg·e:d c:~., · 

Dr. N\wf.or Orizu ckclarecl that he ha.d t ::en advis:.;d ~JY tlle cour ~il 'Jf 

ministers to hand over power to the mil:_ tary. And, the GenerEl C·!" fic cT 

Gommanc.ling the Nigeria."Yl army, f.'Iaj or-Gen;C)I'al LT ohu.son i.rhomo.s Umtmak~;'G 

Aguiyi-Irosi took over the 111al'Jtttle of P'}vJer • .. 

ll 
I 

l 
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In his maiden broadcq.st to the n.:~ti cJL be rmnounced ·a deer;;~ suspe·· 

nding the offices of president, prime m:~nister 2.nd r·ar·linment. Ee ,:-;u t>-

pended the ' offices of l)remier and executive councils ·in the region. 

In j?laces of these, governors ~dll be appointed who would be responsible 

to the federal mili tnry go·.~ernment, :tie .:U.so announc cd the bD.nned of 

about 81 political parties in existence. On Ja1:1~ 10th 1966, I::oonii 

announcec~ the m:mointEJent of military- r,,·,>vernors ::·or tl~e v.:uio~.J."3 re ~~iors .. 
.._ ,L ..._ I '·"' 

they Here Lt. · Colonel C • Oclun1ecu Ojukuu :L'or .1I:ast <::)rl1. Region, Lt. Colonel 
.. 

Franci.s !\.dekonle Fa juyi for ·.Jest ern E.t: c:i on, Colonel David fl. . Ejour fo':' 

Nid-West and Lt. Colonel Hassan Usmc.m 2\ (l.tsi:na fo::- lrorthern n>zion. 

The J "anuo.:ry COU}J wa s nctucclly given cliffer en·~ i !Lteq::ret::,tionr; .Jy 

the various sections of the country. ~or exampLe:· , thr:: North S·::tw t >e coup 

on ethnic grounds since the killing.s cf poJ.i t i c io.ns was seJ e c toi.ve • . ""] ~-e_'j 

d ' d 1 ' tl ' . f ' 1- • 1 ' 1 . . ' . ,, . t oman cc. - 1f.:4""C l "CLle COUl! was aJ.me a. ox )rlngl1£S n .:xclor.i?..L u rl y 1 J:l1~ ]_f~EL-

tried 
ders of the· january 15th coup .should 1~-J I cud _posrJibletl c·~ ec"tlt Hi th :'.D 

mili to.ry way. 

As a counter - claim the I bos int erpreted it as a nntion~_ ist move-

memt to end t;:le domino.tion of the country by t he north and the.t.~ (;by Sl1 ) por-

tin(£ the coup. On 28th July, 1966, Iron.si t·Jas suramonecl to open a conf­

ere.nc e of tro..di tionoJ.. rul ers in IbcW.a• He wo..E3 a guest to the military 

Governor of He st ern region, Lt. Colonel .• dekonle ll'CJ.j.!U"'r i • 
. . ' 

C;n t ha·c day 

it 1•/!i.S reported tha t Ironsi ancl Adekub1 ; •.-Jer e ki":lna:)ped at gov.~rmEont 

lodge b::/ dissident soldier.s and there vn.s no con:firno.tion of their wl1ere 

about• ~:iey were lat er repor-ted. deacl .• 9 
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1st, Lt. Colonel 1"a.la1bu CiO\von r:it "1,_2b' ::.1.m·. in a ~;_-_t:i.on- · 

broadcast said he ho:cl brought to the-~posi ·l· j on of 1; having to sh .)t:~J.der · 

re.sponsibili tic.s of· ruling this c •t: ~'!.try-··-·· ~·-.1. He r0gretted t!H: 

ling of the Head of State on 29th JLlJ' an'l tle JF.,nuo~--y cou:) which 
<. 

leading politicians and anny of.fi.cer.s were killed.. He F;:·omiE>ed 

something in order to stop the h<;.sti:Litie~:: wl:':ich might lead to the 

country. 

'The then mil~tary eovernor of I')a,s·::• l'n :Reg ic..;;J.l tkrc same day in Em·.r:;u 

tl '·· \) t'1o 1 •n t :1- ' ,l -. 1 · ··1 ' 1 1 il1'l J • .' f "ff' ,... ., .<' 'f:' . ~·t "'1" 1D.l.: 1-0 iJ.L u a.L c'illu p.Lannel .. m.1_.Ll. <'l.t-J.On 0. r... leer . .:> C .! • • .:Jr.Ji.::> e.o. -·' 

origion ho.cl c o.:st a serious chu1 t ns to Hhethc:r. the peoJ,le of 

J d 1 . · t t1 b ·· t · · · 1 0 ··r cou .. ever 1ved ogc ~eras mem ers o1 ana 1orr•. t e even 

thought D:-.."igadier Ogundipe then ·:~hief c1f Staf:f - Supreme HeudquarterF 

hav-e become the next b.eo:d of sta te and. not 1-t ~ Colonel YaL:uhu 

Gm·ion v1ho was Chief of Ste,ff, Niceriau Army. :n1(ol'forc Ojulvn:. in vi ted 

Ibos from all :tXn"ts of the ccmn.try to return honK') o.:v1d refused to recce;· · 

.nise Gov:on Et.s the .supreme commander. The crisis re ·1c~1ed i'i.;s climax on 

·3o-:-h '"-'i.'l-.. 19ot;7 C'J.'U1 "1·"' 1. 11 a '"~()arl-c"' '··1- f'···onl ·r;'YlU(·"·, ·. 'IJI' ') -.·: ··1' meci i·ll"'. ·r"r-rm· ·-. v J.. .., . ~;y, . . _ 1:~~•'1\.A.. ~ IJ..L . Ci..0..1 l. J. .J.:J.,. . . . -:. v:.. _ . l ,.,., ,~vt .. v . . .J . J.f. 

tion of a new sovereic;n st.::.te in AfJ.':.ca witl: tl: e n~me, t h e Re ·; mb:Lic cf 

Biafra - Gm·JOl'J. declm·ed Ojub:ru 1 s acti<.n as r c bellio:l and illc::p :l1 and 

I-Te CJ'"J. ~1;1v '1 l. "·i ·lpr1 J.11e cou·Y'Il'- y··· · ·L· n .o· r. - L . . ..., \.. V V.. v _ t ._ - ....... l,... .. .. ..t..!. ., .,. . j . . V _ 

· endeC 
~herefore ~romised to crush it. 

12 - states and so the country fought l.'y~ civil 1.-:ar vJhich/iL 1970, 

After the 1rar) GoviOn .:mnounced that ,; 1'' ) victcr o.nd ~::.o VD.l1[.!;ltishecl. i. 

Ihgeria becd.rne u.ni ted ae;8.in, and he vrF:·:. '~. on t ,) 1;:,~ant. clemency to <.i...ll 

war criminals. Ibos Here free to tsJ·.e ~Jack theL~ j o hs •. Gmvon dir::r.J.pr o-'. ·u ·-

R...~e'M.It.5 
ted our forei£?}1 eJ:..WSi! \-Tho felt t f.1 o.t the I be~· wot~l(. becc,mplete] y 

II 
il 

j' 
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wiped out c..s a t r ibe after they have surrendered. After the war, 

·aowon drew up a nine-point programme for his administration, And this 

include the followings:- 1. The re-organisation of the Armed forces. 

2. Tine implementation of the second I'btional development plan .. 

3. The eragicr:rtion of corruption in our National life. 4. The settle-

ment of the que~tion of the creating of moi.·e states. 5. The preparation 

and adoption of the a new constitution. 6. The introduction of a new 

revenue allocation formula. 7. Conducting a national census. 
( 

8. The organisation of genulinely national political parties. 

9. The organisation of' election, inst.:1llation of popularly elected gove-

rnment in the states and at the centre. 

One would see that not all of the above programmes mentioned have 

been achieved successfully. 'rhere are a number of them that have been 

a failure. For inst ~:mce, in the case of the reorgani.sation of the ~rmy. 

This has been £< perfect failure, for, they were allowed to live with 

civilictns as such therewere constant clashes. And the issue of corrU-

ption eradication has not also been very successful. Both Army Officers 

and Ci vi.lians alike were abusing their offices to enri•h themselves. 

And on the question of Revenue allocation the Head of State l)romised 

to set up o. panel to review Dina's report on Revenue allocation in the 

country of 1969. But this w<J..S never done. The GO\ton ReginQ has !lot been 

v1ithout its own achievements for instance! the question of creation of 

states. He was able to create about 12 more states after the civil Hnr, 

contributed . 
which ·in no small measure has / . . in the unity of the country. 

.. 
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Govmn had already promised to set-Up a consti tut:.on Drafting comm-

it tee to draw up a ne\'1 constitution fey- the return of Ci v:i.l rule c:md 

a constituent Al3sembly to consider the draft co~1stitution • . HQ~vever, in 

October, 1974 the Head of State hal~ speculations on the return to 

"" 
civil rule statir.g that Nigerian poli t l cians had n l earnt nothing ru1d 

· ' 

forgotten nothinc11 and that it \,.ould CWlQunt to betra~al of fni th in his 

regime to adhere rigidly to the tc:trget date of ·1976. Hos;t Nigerio.ns 

e hiGhly flabber-gasted with the news and thought that Govmn v.~anted 

povJer indefinttely and might possibly do ;1an Eyadema or a 

:problens of Gowon included hi s fv.ilure to ch[Ulge hi.s governors 

commissioners some of whom were corrupt~ There 'der.e. several riots 

demonstratior:.s here and there agai· st his government led by doclors, 

)stnc1ents, University lect4rers etc. 

br:lbe the different elit~ grou[!s in the count:c~y hecronted them 

arrcas (Ut' :)ji award) 1 which on1:f help to prec~.pi tate the country's 

through inflc:::.tion and this m; ·omatio·aJ.ly vJhc:,t led to the mori-

his hec;e11ony • · 

~s the dis~or.tentment against the inept regime of Gowon kept flowing, 

•ll•y, 29th 1975 Colonel Joseph Naven Garba, Comt1c:mdant of the federal 

Guardc announced, the ?usbng of Gowon wb.o was then attending 

meet~.ng in Kampala. . Bri!]:ad,\~r Hurtala Hc'1ammed, the f ederal 

ioner of . communication become t~e nevv head of sto..te~ 

In his bro :1d.cast MurtDla said thnt . il the nation had been gropping 

the clark a,nc~ the situation vmuld ir:> : vi tably· result in chaos and 
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bloodshed if not nrrested. 
12 

That Gm:··m 1 s r ·egime \ve.s characterised by 

lack of consultation, shilly-shallineE c,, indescipline and even neglect • 

. Hence · the army decided to effect chanc 3e He retired all governors, 

service chiefs. He discarded the cont~oversial 1973 census figures 

festival of Arts and cu.l ture (FESTAC) that : vms them fast ay;proo.-

ln his governors, he said he Has sending them on military 

\) fi! C!Jo.l • .J.H/2;;:;. He ]1\frged corrupt officials in the federal civil and public 
j. 

to 
and ordered his governors/do so in their respective' states. 

public comp+ain commission to hear cases from agrieved Nigerian. 

for the drafting of a new constitution for th~ return o:f the 

to civil role in 1979 was set ·\tp under the chairmanship of 

Williams o On Feb. 3, he a..'1Ywun ;ed the creation of 7 more states 

s reducing the general tension that had characterized Gowon 1 s regime 

On the international scene, he suc '~eeded in injecting some dynamism 

policy by recognizint;; Angoln .:mel c D.lling on other African 

same. He told .~-\mericet- in clear terms that ·Africa has 

'C'<>me of age and Hill no longer take or~rs from any foreign power • 

:r:t was at this material time in the mo·.·ning of Feb. 13, 1976 that the 

.eupharia over Iviurt ala 1 s dynamism vJas shattered, vJhen the Hea d of State 

rand the Governor of Kwara State Colonel Ibro.him Taiwo were assassinated I 
I 

i n an abortive coup led by .one Lt. Colonel Buko.r Suka Dirpkp.. ' 

i(,t. General Olusegun Obasan,jo, then ch~~ ef of staff supreme headquarters 
"' 

'became the next head of state. · In a bYOadcast to the nation that eve-

~ning he said that ;1 vJe are once again passing through n critical period 
1'' 



.,_, ·. ~. ~· \ . 
·: .... ~:.~ 

; -..:; ;:';!1: ;.> 

; ~ • ' I'~· ~ 

in the history of . the country, f9f mr; personally this has been one 
,J: ' 

· ~'c~i , the saddest moments in my lif~i~13 Ho went on to say that he had 
...... . . .. 
:, -.. ~ . 

· h~n compelled ag¢.nst his j.Grs'Gnai· .W.ish ond desire to s erve ns the 
~ ~· r.LJ ~ ~-.........,.,... 

--~~ 
•• 1(.. 1;._,..,_,_ ......,_ 

ne~r Head of State • But I h0ye acc'epled this honour in the interest of ::-:··~ 
. "'! · 

·li . ·?' : 
" . 

the nntion and in memory of · the la:te Head of Sto.te·· He promised . tho.t 

there vvoul'd be no change in policies of the federal mili tCl.J;'y government 

.9119- also assured the nation thnt the ~oup plotters would be rounded up 
. .;.. .~"J.:~-~·; ·• I 

·~4'--.I.·..J.~-~·' 
.•and dealt with in a militnryway. 

' .·, 

i:Jith Obasanjo now in co-;ID-nruJc{,< ih"'September 1976, He received two 
: .. ,\ .. 

_-.;- ~-

0 ,; 

__ ,, ' "- .. 

drafts of the constitution from the C:.D.C hended by Rotimi i\lillio.ms. 

The two drnft.s HerG the majority an.d minority views on hovJ' the country 

should be governed after the militnry handed ov~r power in 1979. The . . . 

draft constitution metde a retreat from the British Wcst-Ninister System 
' · ' 

·and created nn Americnn tYlJe· model, i:hnt is tho presidentinl system of 

government. 

CONSTITUIDmT ASSEHBLY 

This wc:v3 the next stage in the return to civil rule, the membership 

o·f the AsE?embly was by meo.ns of elections held on August 31, 1977, througll 

the new loc~l governments performing the role of electoral colleges. 

f.Ph.;e 203 member Assembly was headed by Justice Uclo Udoma charged. with the 
:·!.:~~: ·~ 

re~ponsibility of receiving :..anct - c0iL~ing comment s frow the public on the 
~---~- . . _ ...... · -~ --~ 

·draft constitution nnd on the basis 0·1 this produce o. f ino.l constitutirm 

for tho country. 

::;.._:.r 
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The issue ·thc..t generated the most co: ~:i::rovercy in the Assembly was 

over the Shnria Court System. However, despite. this;. the new consti-

tution wo.s submitted to the government. After amending S')me sections of 

· the constitution on 21st September, 1978, the Head of State signed 

Decree 25 wh-i.~h promulgate~ the constitution of the fedornl republic 

of Nigeria i"lto law with · effect frorr 1st Octol ·e~, 1979• After th8 

submission of this new constitution . . General 5basanjo o.nnounced that the •· 

12 yeo:r old br..n on poli ti.cnl pnrtieF ~d been lifted. He declnred in 

a sporting metaphor that:-

Let the game of po: itics beg}.n • 
. .•. 

Let all plnyers be ~ood sporl;:nen -. 

No 'matt.:r the rcsu:..-( of tho c:.Jmpoti tic:int 

Let all plnyers rerr~· in frient'.ly cmd without 

bittGrnQ.ss look for~d to n:r.)thGI' competition. 

Let the players, the. spoctnt( .:cs nnd the umpires 

all resulve to mak( tl'lijJ compc':ition n successful 

one, ::mel let the umpires be fair Dnd firm and just----

I wish all of you pcnceful excitement in the weeks 
. 14 

ahead •. 

FEDECO: 

The fed<CrE'.'_ Militar~- Government -':hrough f'Jcree No. 73 of 1977 hnd . . 

estnblished un olector.:tl Commission with the r .ame Federal ElectorcJ. Comm-

ission (FEDE.:X·) o It is charged with the respc.ns;i.bilities of conducting 

· elections, nee opting nomination pape'··s from c.:mdidntel! Dnd poli tico.l par-
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.... ~': ' f - ....... ~ "· '"''51.· ' ~ c.:. ~ -~ - ~ 'i"· ··-: · .·.' .,?. 
'. 

ties, registration of pnrties cmcl organizing i::tctuhl balloting. 
t 

The decree gnve wider -powers b.nd legal 'bncking, , to .the commission~ 
.• : ... . -~ .::lt·.;-. ,r' .:·. -:~· -·~ """rr , ~ ·}-:· :;! .. . •. , 

For :Lnst6ii_c·
1

~ ;'\he : f·o~mis!don' s do~ision on the registr0tion of po-
.. .. 1 .• . : ·: · • 

. ,.:j : .., , .~ ' • _J; , ·.~:'. I ~ ~ '.\ ·~ ! ; '- ' .:..-

liticaJ. petftfes was fi:Iicl as _no court of lnw could bear or determine 
·.: ....... 

' 
nny ·question po.rtainirig to it. With tv ~ifting of the ba.n ori ~)olitics, 

. i -

many ' poli ticaJ..: groups nnd ·a.ssocintions spr.:t..'1g up._ • liowev~r' )'<thd'se •, thdt 
•• -~ - ; . , . /j \• . .: ' . . . . . 

~' <' 6·an1e· to be registered to co:htest tlN 1979 eloct~ons .were ·the No.tioncl 

Party of Nigeria (NPN) ; ·:the Gre~:, Nige;inn People's l?.prty' ( G~N-~P .P) -
· -· .. ·.:-r: \ .. · . . \.,' .. ··- .. . ' ' .. : '· . ·.. ,· 

•:,_;:(:~s:~ 'br: ·~ak away fo,ction' of the '(N~P~P) 1 the Unity Pc:trty. of _Niget-t&t (U.P.N), 

.. T~~\ ;;{ge~ian P~ople 1 s Pc\rty . ( N.P.P)~ nnd finally th~ ·· People 1 s Redemption 

Party (P .R.P.) • 
# .: • 

:; . . .. 
. ;::t;:i;i 

·' ,_; 
~; ... ·. ·: 

CANDIDATES -AND POLICIES 
..-.-.....;;..;;;;..~- .-..·--· --- ,. , .. ; . ~ . 

.-:. 

1. Nationcl .Bo.rty of ·N'igetid ·CrwN) I~ . v~a~ ~r~~ he,ode,q by .Allinji f.uiyu 
. . . .. ' .: ·-· 

---- ·1 - j : 

. . . . .I ·' -~ ...... 

Mnknman Biela. and la~r·· -by', Chief Adisn Akinloye and . i t .];rns . a$ · i:~~ : preside-
• ~ • ' ' .I ~ ;:_ .· 

ntial cc.ndidnt<tJ1.:j..hnj:t sh.ehu Ali!U .sho.g~-~ It 1?-Rs. in tb.ie !l1!imi¥sto 
: . , , .... ; 

policies like: ... . U~i 

a. Social justice . ancl ·· sb;ci~ welfare 

b. Equality of opportunity for all the citizens. 

~ f.. • ' · .•. • 
• . •1 ,,,...tl 

' ' 
·1 ~. 

c. Porsonc:tll;L·ber:ty arid fundnmental rights and froeclon of thG citizens. 
. ~ ) ' .. 

. ·. 

d. supremacy of ·the will ·.· of the people i!emocraticclly expressed • 
.. . ,;· .. J:.<-. 

e. Self-respect and. self-reliance. 

f. And lastly, . Unity of NJ. .. geria. 

Gre~!LiJr~£"'"~0. .. :,.?-e?E_le' s Pnrt:i (GNPJ:2 
. . 

It hp.s.~ .its , Chairmnn and presidenticl as .... pirant Alhttji .\Vaziri Ibrc.him . . ·. . . . . 

the followin,g policies in its manifesto:-. . . . 

., ) 
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republic of .Niceriu has made certain provisions foro. periodic 

One · would see that, it w~6N~ P. N.- that v!on the'' 1979 election 
transfer of p~.:kt~qp.l po_:ver o;r. ·per,iod~c election just t<r stolJ. a · ·· . 
and eJJJ~n:bmadlyJ Eo okl :i!ihl:: IproJilliri.paEI,maxfcfli. cret cfnm tlt:0tn~.vd:Srnf1acla ttP i:lhl1li~o vo 

I • . - . 

lo~clor from transforming himself j.nto n tyrrant. Therefore, v.1he11 a 
~~cb 1m t :i±~i~o;_.m::bhatqs ~1 cpw.·rcmmtiJl!JJfj:n1t§ictk:Jtati.lti:llxre:kpi~ i~m 

president ru1d his honc:h..nwn D.re elected into lJoli tical office, -
od'ort.S-e:ii:tnrrellrltllre lto:r'llies:fumamdalfum:' f..to.W1l].fueili': . lrl:e'Giim~ ~~ vbiG_Et((h~ as 
their tenure in tho office only ·last for a j)eriod of four ( 4) years 
~.p.~rilfdi:':: ru:PJ~r::i.:o.dtcr:>foilldyS~ba Do.r!:J< :t , t l:.J . majority l oc,der of the 
during which they are expected .to reli~uish. or forfait their 
G. N. \ffi~nP tire:,·. Lf3\Yc:urorsi1a1JJms<pr&:U~ooll:~-l;t:tJ.e.-l<Q;Or:W±J.:4:brtibi®nbymimo eN:pJidine;, 
heR-emony .fuld prepn.re th13mselvos fully for a .fresh election, if on . 

. 1~prurl¢~aNyclSlt.,"'ltil(klvctr:nnmw. it head, that is to say wlien an.other 
the one bane. nrc lucky to be re-e];.octed they take anot!tor 4 ycru:s . ' 
fresh WJ,l.atd;lbo.n tlb:cllda~, ct~·Jmil:~iGTIS v.JOr !?: so violentetdl the extent ' 

.. I~<n ofJice, o.n.d if on tho u.~her ho.nd ~e .not lu,cky oth,er -oc;rsons tw}w 
·~· the-t .t:it11<Fyl<th:Lile;s 1~ boons ~t (~~ . ~mtnJJJ,Gf. f¥rul:bic ~ 9tfx3c D:ie<$tii.!O)ll!lbuit , 1n 

1th.tge .helm of power. ·'·, . · . · · · .· · · · 
f'a.cOO.me.o a:r:bi:lri1d'<J tj7JS rbh~g i:1U1Whll.c1J3r t.!Lc:xnadc.rllJ.~ftoo.rtr!).po l'~ig_:undid:ciJ¥ 

. It is becnuse of this const'±tutionnl. proyisiops t ~ ; at, many 
p~~J®td:dhawc.o~orltoo-eprl$.1?$, olect1on :~p br1ng to t:be number . rea 

.. parties. sprong UJ2 at -~~ f'ildral miliJDrY.' gov!3E_J1P~pnt • 8 -a£t:JlP:ceJ4ent :·t;._r i -ca. 
·· ... :efpe~J:Utru:, w~plll. c:Nptl'l~t ~y1\~3 ~:c.tt;t~oe;6~ o_ l~m'XJ!tlctna'f . 

. ·· tcviJe:.~or pO\ver to ·~ civil~o.n gove;rnm;b~t aP 19'l9. Out. ~:t tho.se . ·· . ~ .· · w.;s addoat tbhthf)sblaf.r.eoo;ypcili.iierrpm'd;a_o~1P ·:J...J~1cNlJ (h4naR.m!Wl:il.o.<&l1b}latlnd.tvldua.L3, 

poli:tical po.rtie~ .. t_hn_t , spro.~.,g u)\1 on.ly / f.c:;"Y wcr:e met. roti_i stor9d. io. 
c@ll~tan~scUJuruJJ.sBt:ad.lt:.U.-.rm.-tt \1\nS. itk"''dl:1<thc'.t~i:'\1i.d:ldt1~l'bb.a~f1~i'i6-*i-.;t:iJtoos 

. th.ef :10ro ·the:: on;J..Y ?~ties that. me~ t~e · mo~l~i tics and .q~i:Q -:. ficn~iqns .. 
a.tiilr;e~kt'oo?he5: ; tLncln:hen~!Jli!W~Ya.:t~t ~cl.itlaf!: :...!J~~~l als m1c, ~nc . · 
.needed by the cqmmisi,on (J:i..,J!;DpCO) ru1cl tho~:?.~ _pp.r:ti9s H.9ie, N.P.~., U.F. F ~ 

the \L$o lw bb·.ent · ~cln tliatld::d:lcfor.rngpn:li.cg$1·trnm:Ldaitc 1YXDj5cmecaflotil:rer 

N-~J!l-!Pt-·o. CftJ'{•::?-.•~· • l¥ld, ~~~~WlCGI:'Uw/rS({)floei-fu t&foCJti{ffi'~1Ttth~i;,,c:C~~l 
sbt'ar'Cea lmmcchatcly"~tT1e T97~ · o.Loclions were announced.~~""Politl.c'al--

o\~~e1?~~1~P{J~o~-i~-~~t~~ flf~C~~f?~t<!lf ~~~~~~1 

~M'crhtr~ f-PillRYJ-~l'li}; itl,t,: ·~ .J.JAA~:ci;:. the rcsul t in som e states. But o..s t >q 
to soil tn.c.lr . progWmul1e 1o- t11B ~lectora-ces 111 -cne states not controllea 

' 
,_p_rc:J~ r~lt<s r&-R1:ll~§. .. -,sc~~Jo,tJ~ i:Hqf~ :ic~_cW.,q.,n:qfu~e @t9.PP.L bQlmvt~bc . - . 
u-y t .I'ien1 • Alr3o 1l1cori11Senf govcrn6:fs-'rJrunpufatecl- govornmenta! mftclnnery 

:Pr.?;I~t~o..ry d)C ' P911Cl@ola:t~p in 011 7J1st rc cor.~y:t). ~,.s . . . percent 
fo!'~'ena-c purpose.,- so 'tna-c -cnoy em rouw.ln 1n Pov16r-;; · On the con-cra.ry 

N • P .• N.•In th::; ·~lmJiqtB1Wtn·\J§J;lG'-g~:it.his vo:fu 68:B ,,\~d oxtcns_; vo lv dill::it:t-7 
pol~tlcru op~ncp~s als.o t§tartoa DUl.Ldlng thelr campalgn stra"E'GGlOS 

U~-1.N- on thcQ~:Cli9:J.t ~lf>Jl61W9 'i a82 ol8ct#..,.G1£~~1mto - strtto~. .· ,. 29.18 
.·f~t>tr"''the lo :JphoTds and · proJinses chat. cou!C1 notoe accompllsh by the 

N.P.P. Dr. Nnu.mdi Azikiwe 2 822 523 . . . 16.75 
r~t~nc P.arty Jj L ~:.891Iil~~t~f~.1;-nt 1~198j}~~cT{o~5£I\T\·/s~Sj§0gT 1~ ~lllghos~ . 
leitrK.Pof ocorni1_W:iliii-fl-~~ty, 1nflatlon~ ,~~1ont and no11P"pa:y'1li~J.1{)!3 
~f' ,. . .q~_, §Bi~)gc i~ l\}~,.,\?:9,~\l . i3Qi(:t §Ro'+t2;t;h~d9~~~~ ;:; cf.riR~o~p~B~ift~u3tf!~ ) ?.1\.r. \'(ftJ.m ~u 'Kh'h<tJ •tl!Xtc:) 1 ,-?2:5, 11"Y ·· 1 v.~~o • 
~enero.l in t:.11 .: ·1lJ:>o c o <ildinr~ ,)art af this wo ckt1· in which attcmgt VJD.S ·made vlctn-coa to mrunpu a-co -cno non-perrormm;,co or 10 par'tlGS 111 p wer 'Co . 

t tg. hird~l ir:h~ . U1' 0i~OlJulacc o·J the conduct ·J~ tho 1 ~83 Qlcction in tho 
fl. 1r a c.vru:r,; ... ge. . . . . 

country cmd ".S ·) I dclib~:-ntod briefly on CXC::lS.SCS associntr.K1 -wi th the 

. I 

( 

c 

1 



a, The po.rty adopted the phrase o ~' n politics w:i,. thout bi tternessa 

as its slogo.n and promised to promote no.tion.::tl un~ty. 

b. Build a dymun:i.? · economy 

c; To ensure better living standards for oJ.l Niecrio.ns 

d, To pursucJ L\ dynamic foreign pol icy, 

Uni t;y: :t:o.~ht.Y.:_" 5).f~ ,~ici (U eP .N) 

It wets heo.ded by the . veteran p olitician late Chief Obnfemi Awol c-v;:; 

who wo.s also its p~.·esidentio.l ; c:tspirant • Its mcnifesto contnined the 

following:-

o.. . Free eclucntion o.t nlllevels for o.ll vJitl1 effects from October 1s·:: , 

19?9. 

b, Integrnted ruro.l devcloi"Jment which is c..imed nt boosting food produc-

tion and feeding 60 million hungry citizens ~.'I f tl1e country, 

c, The provision of free hecl th facilities f or o.ll ci tizcns of Nigc:r~ .. ~-.. 

d, Full employment, 

.!!:2__~eE i~:.. . .?~ or:J-e 1 (3 1:.-;~j;zj]i.:£.!,~) 

'rhe cho.irmo.n of the NPP wo.s Chief i\clcniret.n Ogunscmyo.. \,Thilc its presidontJ~ 

candidate was Dr, Nno.ndi Azikiwe the N!)r; promised o.mong other things t(j:· · 

·~ 
n, To fic:ht ngo.inst poverty, cli.s c :--_se, ignoro.nco, intolerc..nce inclisciplt.!l\e, 

feuclalis_r?, racism, neo-colonicJ.ism :~mel exploi tnt ion of mo.n by mo.n, 

b, Achieve full employment of tho country's manpower o.nd naturnl ros•)UI'~ · 

ce in order to build n self rclinnt economy, 

c, Mobilize the rurnl population for effective :;_;articipo.tion in tho ck ve ·-

lopment process and tho incorporo.tion of the 111illion \vorking clc..ss mor e 

cmcl more in the! mo.nagu11ent process e 



d. Enshril!le democracy, freedon 21d equa.li·,~y, and respect for humo.n 

dignity. 

The PeQEle~~.l?...t..?:£n Party (P:@). 

The :L· .R.P ho.d lo.te Fimllam Aminu Kc,-rtO as i t12 presidential cnndida.te. 

The pnrty saw i tsolf o.s the va.ng::w '(d., o' the Niger ion Masses and had 

tho follO\·Iing P%"inciples:-
• . 

a.. The need ::ror a proleto.ri.:m st &to in Nir;eria free from all forms 

of oppression and exploitntion. 

b. The existence of private ent:~:r-J:TiSGS ns a temporary necessity t o 

be pha.sed out after a rensonablo trtlllsi tionc.l period. 

c. The liborntion and UnitY\ of ~\fyico.; :m a.nti-colonio.l. a.nti-apo.rthc ~~tl 

nnd <mti-zionist f oreign policy, 

THE 1979 ELECTIONS : · 
---~ _.._ 

The five politicnl parties o.~~ beine; registered by the FoderC\.J. 

t 

electoral commissions sturted cetn:p()..l.gning f:>l~ tho elections. A lot of 
' . . 

promis.es v1ere made to the electorate and sotr.2 of tlle p~'.rtics :vrent to tl1e 

extent of cnnvassing for votes from the electorate by bribinG them to vote 

for them. 

The constitution ha.s provided that there were five elections to bo 

cor..- tested for viz - senate, House of lteprosenta.ti vos, Houses of .\s.ser.1bJ.y 

in the VD.ricus stat,-::s, Gubornitoric..l nnd prcsidcnticJ. elections roopectively, 

One vrould sec therefore the elections were held for all offices cren.t od 

by the new constitution :mel the lcgislnti\le orguns estnblishecl by thG sc'\.!·;!G 

conpti tution. But since the clra.ftecl con:sti tutibn itself would come int e; 

oporo.tion only on 1st October, the electi01i~s · could not be held under the 

,.~ 
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co.n vassing for votes from 

them,. 

The constitution h 

contested for viz -

· in the various st 
. 

One vmuld see 

by bribing ;them to vote for 

elections to b~ 
flcpres9ii t ati v\)!i 1 Houses of Assrily 
nnd ;P:r-esiclooticl elections ispcctively 

far all offic~reated 
by the nevt ond the leg ·1s1.'J.tore c:jrco.ns ostalJlishyid by tho 

sru11o con'sti tution, since t e cl:·-c,:1''ted cbnstitution i t;ielf would cor,J·.: 
' ,: 

. I 
iJ.1to/oper2.tion on~y/on 1st ~7 ober, ·sh J elections Goul.« not be hold undor 

the constitution. After this, h1o laws of 19?)) , promolgatcd in cmticipo.··· 

tion of a new constitution o.nd elections, took enre .., this problom v 

Tho first law WEtS tho Decree establish i.ng the federal :Gle:c~oral Com:!lission 
f 

VJith power to organ~ and supervise O.ll mc..tters partaining to eloctlon.s 

provided for i:c1 tho consti t ution, The regi.strab.on of parties vJEl.S 8notl:et· 

: function. Onco tho~e functions were p~rformed tho electorEJl commission 

so established uould cq8!le to oxi.st ~ 

The second was the Electoral Decr0s which unlike thB fe~oco Decree 

\'ia.s d'·~c;-:m~ral law rola tmg to election.s and not liinited by time. The 
• 

Electoral Decree could not but help tci~ing :i.nto cot!;nizance in its provi-

sions the no.turo o! the constitution \.-ii:lich it wc.:·..s obvious the country 

wc:.:s going to havo, ~.g, an Exocutive presidency. \rJi'Sh these l~ws, elections 

in the country started. The first tv.•o results at the :&cleraJ. elections 

that the fol1owine: 

Senate - NI.)N 36 seats, UPN 20 ~ NPP '16, Gl'TJ?P I, o.nd PHP 1. 
House of J.eps ,.. NPN 16.8 s8ats, T Jf':'~ 111, NPP 78, GNPP L~3 Mel PRP L:-9. 
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Generally, the results from the snate and Hrusc of Representative's 

Lections showed that no pnrty had al\ ,:~.bsolute nrjori ty and also indicat 3d 

1at the presidential elec·!·.ion -zould b(t inconcluSive.. anct coUld po.·:-:sibly 

e.sult in an electotal coll.ac;e .. Beif\g that N.P.I{, - ~ stronger the.Y.\ 

hy pm,ty, the other p-C:U"tics decidecl. to enter int;) c:.n electoral allia11cc 

he 11Frogress{ve ailiance 11 , Ui th Aw·tJ ,:,nd \faziri Ibrab:im as the Chief 

rchi tect.s.. Tho parties held a presS conference wh<Zl~e they declarerl. 

hat the N.J:'.N. had violen~:ly rigscr1 t 11<;) first iwo ~ections in colJ.e-

oro.tion \"lith F~DLCO, officials. He~e it ~:~as tlY: il' de .sire to· resoJ.ve 

;heir differences and present a unittd front o.gaL1s·L; t 1.! e N.P.N. 

In pc:trticular1 that Auo should b,:; their nrcsidontial candidater 

Im-;ever, the P.::l.I· and N.r, P preside.rzt:i. ~ll aspirants never stepped doHn 

fof A1r10 because of his !B8rlier supp-~vt to F~::nsco thc.t they should be. 

lisqualified. In short tb• allicncr; -(\~Yer \-JOrkaO m.·.d the N.:\N • .still 
~~ 

~t:1erge(l Hinne::c in the subs<:quent elc;~bons of G,;y arnors and President 

HO\vevc:;." this \v<.l.s not Hi-tho~ :t .protcs·: fvom the oth,e.r parties. The must 

r 
importc.."U1t protest ca.nw fro'., the pre8\ dQ.ntial elc ctic,n.. 

It should also ho not<l..d that the... ::':onernl ex ::;c·::ation prior t o J:lw 

presidential election in tko country ~s that li" p• ·rty would be able 

t,~ so..ti«i'fy section 126 (a) and (b) of- tho constihttion VJhich rce.ds "'ttmG!­

A C8lldidc.te for an election to the office c f- p: esidcnt shall b.8 

deemed to have boon olectocl were thQ..~ being more... titan a - candidate s 

for tho election (if) 

a, He has the highest number of vo~ s cast e.t tkQ. .(L.J.ection, and 

b. He ho.s not lc;ss than o:1e-quarteY of t~o vot<ZlS cd$t ~t the olcct:i..on :; ~1 

each of at least two-thhc~> of ull t~ states of- tb<2.. fo<:terntion. 
15 
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The other prcsidcntiel aspirants argued . tha·c while Shagari sntisfi<h1 ·· 

the fi~t requirement by sCoring the. )largest nu;nbor of votes cast, · he 

failed to fulfil the secor.d. :Despi i G the series of protest made vcrbnl1y 

ond ll!gally, the pres_idential cc:mdicate of the NGP.N. - Alhaji Sh~hu Sho.gax:i. 

was later sworn in as the chief executive of the second Republic on 1st 

October, 19~9•Immcdiatcly, the cons(;itution was han.ded to the president, 

he enjoined . his partners to join .. i~ tl•c formation of a ~~ base govornmc~rt 
l<loreovor, his party did not hnve an absolute majori ty in tho senate and · 

I 

House of Tiepreoentatives ns such he nGeded thc _co-cpc;ration of the pther 

parties · so as to get his bills passed through the NationD.l :Assembl;y uit:1put 
t-

much politics, At the end of the day, it v.ras only l'J,P.Nthonoured the 

invitntion and did so mainly to secure key appointnonts at the._..·f'edcraJ 

level for its me;:3bers and money for devolc:ilpiJ.,1g the 3 stntes controlled by 

her., HovJever greed and porsonali ty clashes were lc..ter to lead the abro-

gation of the N.P.No - N.P.P. accorc:t. 

:Sater on the constit·.ttion of t· ~e Federal Hep, wa.s given to him by 

the then Head of State Ge·1eral Olus Jg'J.l1 Obasc.,nj ' ) and that was the <.md c):f 

the 1979 elections, 

The 1983 election CcL1paign st{.er1 immo_diat .... ly., the 1979 elections 
. ~ 

announcod .. Gp_posing p3Ities i:r--ted .through vqrirm.s actions to sell their were 

programme to the electorates in the ef;ate not Colnt·:·olled by them. M.sn in-

combcnt governors manipulated gove:r w~ental Nack:.ner y for that pu:i.~pose, so 

that they can remain in poHer, 

The country had vd tnessed the highest rat e of curruption
1 
scarcity 1 

inflation') unemployment and non-payment of sal cries to workers between •) 979 

and 1983. Hence opposing parties wanted to mrulipulatei the non-perforrJal1CO 

of tho parties in po\ver · to the-ir a0.v<.:ll1tage, 
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This is how 1983 elections started, although it is notthe main c_Qncorn "' ""' " -+ 
~ ~ n:_e tc:~ <6:!:> tlst..t.iuh.c, • Ht>~tH.uu-, l.t ~ll be ~ <>CV~$e CJ Pc.L 

of th:ts resecrch Hork to talm in tJHS chepter n d.otcdlAstate level in. the 

chapter c.'t head. 

It is vi tal at this pc.in t to remind the reade_rE' that, it vras in th<.=; 

1983 elections th2 t the sixth pE~rty ~s created~ Jt VIM Nigeria Advnn<C.I!l. 

. paf'ty (NAP) and its presiclentiD.l candidate vvas Tunji Braithwaite Etnd h.a.d 

the e:.~actication of moGquitors nnd' cockroaches in the country as its 

carclinnl programme • 
.. 

C HAPT".GR '1.\10 FOOT ... NOTES 
~~-.-..-· .. -----~---·--=""·~ .:w. ...... .-... ·~~ 

1 ~ .Ah!imdu --Kurfi: 

2. A Francis, 

"7 . I' . d .J• 0~ , P• 2 

4. I bid P.· 2- 3 

5. .Ar::lEdu Kurfi, 2l?..s.iJ. 

6. I:Jid, P• 4 

7, Ishaya Sarld Habu, 

8. Ibid, l9. 7 

9. Okion Ojigbo, 

'10. Ibid, p 10 

The !i_ic;eri~ .Y-~.n~ral ,];];§_c~~-i-.2.~lL1 •. 2.~.-:-~ . .E29~l-S!7J* 0:!~ 

.t!:~~~J..~.tt~.!'.~'ltb.L HaccDillan publishers, 1983 o p 3·~ rb 

~s_pe_l~~~~ _()J __ C~2.Y~E!~<;.~.:L.f2.E _!~s_i;:A:f.r.tS§-..1. Uni ver.si t · 

pres:3, 1 (\11 
/ P• 10L~ ·~ 113. 

No 1 , p. 3 ·- 4 

.!.~~9.E'.X. .~0 _:7'-~s; .. th.Sz-.21. ~-li~tL9E..t, Gaskiy a Gor}Y )Pv.b.!>Vl 

Zaria 198'( , p. 202 .... 211 •. · 

lki£EE-.E.sc~:t;ns . :t~.s .. £?::j,;Jj~~' 1
1

1
okion (N:i.) 

Corapany lagos-Nigeria, 1900. p. 7 and 8 

11. Ishaya Sarki Habu, ~l?TcJ...t No 7 ~ P. 9 - :1Q 

12. Okion Ojigbo, S?J2.s.t~. No 9, }J. 13 

13. Abubakn.r Yeya Aliyu, Jii.ff?SX~~}.BE.~~~ - tg_9i.Y..ill..!3E- .f.:ulc__. PublislK.: d b;y 
the ·institute of Admin istration, A.DF, Zar:i. :: , 
1982. ·p. 308. 

1L~.. Ishaya Sarki Habu, C}pcit No 1"1, P• 9-10. ® k!!B:?.I:.i~-.<L'?.!JE'l..ilitJi'?!.~.~ i~.?.9L 

j 



~~ 

CHArTER THREE ,. ... 

BRIEF POLITICAL BACKGROUND OF SOKOTO STATE:: 
.._ --~ 

Sokoto state was among the 32 ,?rovinces that the British crec::.ted 

and it was known as Sokot;) province d:1ring the oolonial 

even du~ng the first ~epublic and also during the aowon's 

administrat ion in Nigeriao During this period there \vas resident 1t1ho 

appointed by the Northern Nigeria government to act on behalf of 
__... ... .. .. ,-.... 

governor, by governing the prqvince, while receiving order from 

governor o£ the premier at Kaduna.
1 

Under the resident 

three division~, ,Gwandu, Z·uru and Solo to divisions. Those 

divisions were assist~d by Assistm.tl:;; divisional of ficer, A.D.o. 

' However during the ·Gowon 1 s administration , the idea of t esident 

r epealled and cancell~d, but th::re was the name Sokoto .province 

di visioncl secretaries were es·b:··.kJlishe. 'iP place of divisional 

Furthermore , when Gowon crented twt>ll:.ve states, Sokoto 

nee vias Jffietged -v,rith Niger, · Arr;tmgU. 1Gwandu Provinces to forll1 

state. 

However, in 1976, when general F .. J.rtaJ..e Muhamrr ·~ cdrne into poV~ 3r 

created SQ.ven more states, Sokoto lJro¥ince 1.-as among the newooven 

e created under th() leadership of late Colonol Umar Huhammad as 
r 

excutive of the ~tate. At present Sokoto sta te ~ able to 

Seven (7) governors within the period •t almost thirteen 

years of it inception as a truely sovereit:n st/!:1! .. ,. 

On october 1, 1979, Sokoto state witnessed first ,dornocratically 

government under the leadershi~; of lat (~ Alhaji Shchu f.'Iuhammad 

as fie governor • 
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Sokoto state is situated in the extreme North-VJest of the Federal 

republic of Nigeria and it shares Common bor<l.ers· with Niger republic 

~n tho extreme north, Katsina State in the north-east, Kaduna state 

in tho east, Niger state in the .. couth and, kwara state in the south-Host. · 

The main occupation of the people m]\ tho state is farming because 

businessmen can only be found here nnd there. The farmers produces a lot 

of millet, guinea corn, rice, cotton, sorgham, Tobacco. Other crops 

of some importcmco include : Haize) Potato, pepper, Tomatoes, cocoya.m 

and Sugar cane, to mention but fovl. This has indeed nccessi ted for tl1e 

contru~ction of major roads by the state ggvernmont to link the state 

with tho rest of tho statoSin tho country. And this has D.lso maci.o it 

easier the transportation of those items to these states that share 

common borders with the state • 

Solwto state has tho population of about 1, 362,006 as the 1963 
showed 

Census figures shovlud but, recent estimate hns / that, Sokoto 

state population hns roached 4 to 5 r.1illion but, this figure is · not 

absolutely correct because for year,s people have been striving fo:. p 

population figures but the figures 5 mil.'. ion is the 
0

ne people have 

boon using wrongly nnd I intended using it also. 
2 

3:2 ~f!9_!GROUND OF THE 1983 ELEC'.ri2!i_.]!i SOKOT_O STATE:-· 

Tho constitution of tJ:Ie iOctero..l l(epublic of Nigeria which cnmo 

into being in 1979, right from th.c time immenoritli, h&s made it 

@(kf 

conspicuously plane that, on no ·account should there:,.,. be president for 
""' 

life . or a dictator; l1oreso, Nigeria being a hcte.-ogeneous country consi.s·· 

ting of different etlLnic groups. It is because. of the hotorogonoous 

nature of the:;· Nigerian soc.iety the.t, tho constitution of the :Y,l:e"dcy~.~-

oc 

I' II 
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of Nigoriu has made certain provisions for o. periodic 

"""' ·-:r~~ of political power or periodic election juQt to stop ·· ·a. 

from transforming himself into a tyrrant. Thoreforo, v·rhen a 

and his henchmen arc r:lccted into polit:lcal office, 

in the office only lnst for . ~ J:)eriod of four ( 4 ) years 
..... 

they nrc expected t'o reli~uish. or forfeit their 

and prepare themselves fully for a fresh election, if on 

one , h~nC. ,'ITo lucky to be re-e~ectcd they toke another 4 years 

otfic e , .:md if on tho other ho.nd o.rc not lucky other pc;rsons tuk~ 

power. 

pnrties that sprang up, on..ly few 1:1crc met rogi-storecl ie. 

the only po.rtics that met the modalities and qualtfications 

by · thc commision (FEDECO) and those pnrtios wore, N.P.N., U.F.N~ 

G.N.P.P. and P.R.P. The.se wore the 5 pb.rties that contested 

election and it was N.P.N. that emerged tho victorious with 

at the bnck . 

Tho results of all tho po.rtios in 1979 can be seen below: -

Po.rty Cnndidn:te TotQ.l vot es ·)er:cont 
........,.__--- r"""" 

N.P.N. Alhaji Shehu Shago.ri 5,688,857 33.77 

U.P.N. Chief 0. Awolowo 4,916.651 29.18 

N.P.P. Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe 2,822,523 16.75 

G.N.P.P. Ibrahim VJaziri 1,686,489 10.01 

P.R.P . Hclmm Amilj.u Kana (late) 1,723,113 10.28. ' 3 
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~ ........ ~ ~~ ~ ..... ~ ..... ~ ..... ~ ~""'~~·~. '~~ ~"""-""--""-~""-~ '-e 

eM?p.tually took the political office for a 4 year term._ \vi th the 

and antid:i.pationthat t they are coming back at the ex-pirr..tion 

:cheir tenure to seek mandate from their electorate who voted them 

.power for a period of 4 years. 

\"Jhen ~ the L~ years as provided by the constitution were expiring, 

had already storted to show it head, that is to say when another 

be conducted. 

been set in motion for the 1983 elect'ion but, 

an additional party to the five political 

p'art:l.es that had contested the 1979 election to bring to the number 

~ :f parties that would contest the 1983 election to 6. The party that 

to these ulre~dy five parties, was N • A. P. wl:il.ich had it 

~andidate as Tunj i Brai thv.:ai te and had the eradication of mosquitoes 

~d cockroaches in the country as its cardinal protjramme • 

· It has been argued that the cc:unpai[;ns for tho 1983 elections 

started immediately tho 1979 elections wore announced. Political 
\ 

opponents or the opposing parties tried throu(Sh their various actions 

to sell their progrrunme to the electorates in the states not controlled 

by them • Al:::.;o incombent governors manipulated (£ovcrnmontal machinery 

for that purpose, so that they cDn remain in povJor. On tho contrary 

political opononts also started building their campaign stratec;ios 

from the loopholes and promises tlw.t could not be accomplish by tho 

ruling party. For instance, the country, had Hitnosscd the highest 

rate of corruption, scarcity, inflation, unemplyment and non-payment 

of salaries to worker$ between 1979 and 1983, · Hence opposing parties 

wanted to manipulate the non~perfornanco of the parties in power to 
lj. 

their ad.v.anto.go. 

J 
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/sta~efike I(aduna, Bendel etc •. attempts were made to remove 

cic:U.s of O)posing parties frvrn power through mn.niptil-ation of · 

i tutionnl provisions. For example Bctlurabo Husa vvas impeached as 

in Knduna state ru1d Shril..f$aba Do.rma; tho majority loD.der of tho 

P • . in Borno House of AssoqJply, W4S deported by tho N.P.N. 

tfollec). lB' Foclcrc.l Government. 

Vlhatovor the case, tho campaigns wore: so violcn""trtm the extent 

lcc.clers of the six (2) existing purtios decided to moot in 

to find \vays through vvhich t; ·G CCJi1pc:tic;ns and clcctio,ns couid 

cunductod in a free atmosphere, 

T110roforo, N. P. N, not only Hon ar;ain,~ c;ot a lo.nd slide 

tho polls, its pcrformru1co wao widely conclomcnecl by individuals, 

Groups and orccmisations. It \vas col'i11:1on lm~wladgo that N,P,N. had 

rigcmd the election throuc;h manipulation of FilDECO officials and the 

tho usc of the Nigerian Police force to intinicftato VQtors of ~J thor 

parties. Hovmvor, tho romouncemcnt of the election result was greotod 

with violence in some state like Onclo, Oc;tm nncl Oyo, Tlw judiciary 

doomed itl'\~cessary to reverse the result in somec states. But ns t l' o 

protests and violence over the 1983 election \voro still on, tho 

military decided to step in on 31st DocerJbcr 1 1983, 

In the .subsequent part of this work, I \VO'lilld extonsi vely aclom-

bratc on tho conduct of the 1983 election in Sokoto state, 

3:3 ,'TI~~!DUCt_\)L,, '11[-JE 198JELEC.TION IN SOKOTO STA'IE: 

So much has been said about the 1983 cloction in the country in 

general in tho proceeding port of i;:his work, in which attempt was made 

to highlight thoe:populacc oo the conduct o~ the 1983 election in tho 

country and also I de libra ted bri.ofly ont5'xccssos associahKl _with the 

1983 election., 
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37 " · -sckoto ,;\' 
_.in I I th:: stc;r;)r was ~bt different} sh~G :; 

·%'\ 
/ 

it is also )Jelicved /;t' 

0lection coJnpc..l.iGn were sto.rtccl since 1979; In 1979,: there wore 

pnrtics that contested fer tho oloction, in which N. P, N. 

victorious \yith tho totc..l numb er uf V::) tG -'3 cpst at [}]8,994 

£allowed by P.R,P, with 4L!·,977• 

· In 1983 ~ tkere wo.s nn o.ddi tional parts to bring tho nur.1ber of 

os thct will contest the 1983 election in Sokot ~ stc..t(J to 6. This 

\-JCE N.A, i.) . it h2,d not contested tho 1979 clo£ti.on, Thoro foro 

wD.B a newly crentod pnrty in the state. T::: J six ,_.1oli ticetl })D.rties 
N.P.P. 

N.P.N., U.PI'T. P.TI.P., ' G.N.P.P./o.nd la.at but nc : the lcc..;st . wo..s N.A.P . 

As it hen 1Ycl1 tho custor:JJth\.: re vJcre fiv:} oloc+iOlWJ to be contested 

viz - son :..·::o ., House of Tioprosontnti vcs, House c f .Asse:!:lbly in the 

state .1 G:\ibm"'n::.torj_al nnd preside~1 ti~\ electllb~ rc,?J:.'ec,ti voly • 

shnlJ. soc ·::hcso various elections as conductc ( h~rc in Sol~oto. 

The first (~ loction thnt \vas conducted in the eoUl!try nt . lcx[jc, 

clso the first ldnd of election that wcs a tarter'. wtth here i:':l · Sokoto 

ic the s ()natorial election, 

h3 fer :.t3 scnotoricl election is concerned, tho~ He.-0 five sents 

·that wore· contested f or in S:)koto state, that is to sov1 Sokoto sto.to 
smooth.. 

' was eli videcl into five zones for I senetorial cl0ct1cu .:mel were 

Sokoto .East, · Sokcto Host , Sokoto Central, Sokoto North end finally 

Bob:; to South. For Sol;>:to EMt, Senator r1oultt[\X' !.bc.lulkarim contested 

under the urnrr ·)lla of N.P.N., while ,..TI,P. hr.d it son~torial cMclidnte 
·.t 

oJJ Alhc..ji ~c.bc~ Lbclu, Gl1cl N. l' .P. Cnncliclc-.to wt:.P. /~lbo..ji Abdul ! .. [ip, ru1d for 

U.P.N. Alhaji Hch'd Tulmr Ba.kurdo vms the scnc.tOrial cc.ndido..to. The 

N,ii.,P, Mel G: N~ P, P. nt this election did not field My canclicbtc, 

I 
I 

/' 
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Consequently, when the election result v.Tas out, N,P,..J-J.~ was declared 
.• : I 

to have won for that Senatorial district, ·The cartlidat·Ei" of the party, . 

senator Houktar Abdu]J\: ru."'im was re-elected in Solcoto l!~ast Senato~ial 

district vlith 707,013 vote.s, He \las trailed by:,Alhaji Baba Abdu of the 

P,R,P • . with 7,855 votes and H.P.P. candidate, Alhaj i Abdul Agip who polled 

7,708 votes, while Jv'IDh'd Tukur Bakurde of U,P.N,. got 5,804 votes, 

The N.A.P. and G.N.P.P. as already said, did not field anJ{ candidate 

but were ~ble tc 1~led 3,325 and 5, ?28 votes re spectiV'ely, 
~: · " ' 

The; N. P .N. candidate for So toto Hest, Alha,j i Ab"ub eJ~ar Kigo was 

returned Unopposec. , But this was not unconnect::~d witiA oertain malpractices 

which will· be .seer-. in the later part of the work. 

And from Sr d::.:bto Central Alha.J i Aliyu A~Jubr \:ar 11~<. ' i.sen.g( of the N. P. N. 

polled 670,063 Vo·~2 s to wi1 ' the Sokbto Central .Senate :-ial s'3at, Alhaj i 

mUhammadu Dardf: (UPN) Scorr:d 7,636 votes, while Alhaj i. Ab.mCA.clu Mode Bod inca 

(G,N.P. P. ) poll ell ~ - ,819 and Alhaji Halami Arzika -Bod)Vl.ga (PR.P) scored 

11. a-;4 votes. ' ',// 

While from Sobbto North Seat . !J.hu.ji~ A. Dalcvlai of the NPN won the 

Sokoto North Seat by pcL:.ing 634, 15L~ votes, Alhaji Hoh 1d Aliyu Gigane 

(Nl')P ) scored 5,619 votes retire Major Gcrba I'1oh'd (Uf:N ) polled 4,031~ 

votes. The GNPP, p ap and NAP did f}ot field cnadidatos .. 

And last but not the 1 ea.st, was t >· e s~netorial c lection in Sokoto 

South, Here I$ah Dabai of the National party of Nic,e..ria (NPN) was elected, 

~ 
He beats his op)onent, all contesting under tt-te umbr(' lla of NPN. t\.Alhaji 

r::: 
Hassan Iya was the one who won the 1979 senatorial seo.t in the zone,:J 

Therefore, t ··1.e senetorie..l elections in Sokoto si "'lte was not without 

manauvres and r:a.n{pulations, the elections has manife.sted 7iolence, 

riggings and rnani~ula.tion of election results CV·hich returnr.:od all the five 

senetor:Bathat h:M contestecl under the banner o:: Natic~1al r. rty Of Nigeria. 
--~·1 ,,, . 
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All the part1ies iV\ one way or the 0 ther had ptrticir;<:4-ted i'\ th~ election 
- ~ 

manipulation ar~d .=-iggings~ For instance, in Zuru local Gc,re±-ti.tnent and 

particularly in my area (\vasgu . district), i'he people- thefi@ vJere sub jected 

to ~ntimidation and at tb.e same ,time compelled to vote for N.P.N. 

c~didate for So~to South, Alhaji Isa Dabai. The agent of intimidation 
< 

(Folic~) displ.qye.d_ and :portrayed their unpatriotic b.Qhaviours harassing 
., ( 

the voterB, beatj.ng them, mal tre2,ting them, victimizing ar..l infl1 cting all l 

kinds of torture on them just to further perpetuate cliction riggings• 

In s.cDmeoother polling stations, polling agents 1:1ere driven a'ltmy from the 

polling booths ru:J. had not been able to vli tnes.s the Voting and counting 

as th~v are allo~!d by th8 law to do. 
e:c.~ 

Each party rolling acent is required to .sign a form ~ in v<hich 

the 
to 

results ·at t h2 booth ;_tre tabulated a:nd;<:.eep a cm;;y. But the fact 

. that, "Chene f~!! polling agents were driven away al\d, cou: d not sig:n 

these forms and j:~ECO in its roles to parpmtrate e: )Ctio: rigging does 

not iJ·--ralidate t 3 result , 

Therefore fVl)m the a· )OVC ~e. could see hO\v ae ent o i' intimidation 

(police ) and F!:ID£::00 were Used in the senetorial elections all over the 

state to further perpetrate the rigging. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ELECTION . -~ ~ .. ~ ._,_ ...... __._ ........ ~~· .. .::..--............. --
'::1is is :::,1.e 3econd kind of election thnt vms cc ·1ducte.al. immediately 

after the seneto:.:·ial election. 

This electiun was also not devoid vJi th election malpractices and 

violence• 

Here · in Sol,oto State 1 there were about E::.ghty ce.ndiddes vieing for 

the 37 seats. 'I' .Le NPN 00.11-tested all the .seats; the UPi'l, :9; NPP? 15; 

----~------~--~=D--~-~ 
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F~.ve and GNFP four. }he NAP flid not fi elJ any Ct:J.ndid£rte~. 6 

Lr;J;er on N'?N was decl S'..red to have won e.ll t he Yf see.t n declared. 

Nine of the candidates were returned unopposed while seven were rc-

elected. 

But generally this is the t0t.al results of House oi Reps in the 

Countr<:\· · y• 

Party 

N.P. N, 

N.P.P. 

P.R.P. 

U.P.N. 

G.N.P, ' 

I\i o A .. l) o 

Constituencies won. 

21<:z 1_..· 

3E 
3t 

32 

;-' 

Il\ the .HOLsE of Representatives elocti ·)n G.N.PoP. ancl N.A?P. have not 

been ab,_e to s ccvre ;_my cc•nstituency. Although at t :lis ti'.ne, election 

in tw~ states ha~ not beeY\ condlitcte<!', and the two statte vr~ve Ondo and OYo 
~ . { . . . . 

\vhich had~ 22, '-:-2 111..\mber of consti tuenaies re.spe.cti ve~, . :r. T1; :_s was as a re.sul t 

of tb.8 cris i.s enc violenc(. that h.:we engulft}d and ingratiated the two 

.states, 

This election as has been said already was not w~thout violence a~d 

' 
manipttlation of votes in different constituencies. 

HOUSE OF ASSEEITLY 
- ..... ~.~ .. _.... • w ..... ... . -., ............. - ~ .. 

JMnediateiy '.ftcr thn ] ouse of Rep's election j . ~ tk3 .state, ~ta i u · 

House Of AEse~ ;1 ':Jl.!j r s folloWed. 
""1 

Here in Sokoto there were 111 seats to be contested for, · aft er it 

was declared by the FEI):ECO that .N.P.N. had won all the 1~t constit uencies 

in the state. 

ln 1979 G.N.'P.P. was able to get 26 O'LI.t of 111 Beats in the state 

leav:i.:-·.g NP·T v.1ith the rest ofthe 85 seats. Bu~; thi o t:i.me ''.round N.PoN. 

.. 



made ~ great :iVfll_?act ~;n the st9-te to h.swe vJOn all the c Jl'")J:>ti tuencies. 
! 

Dut this however, was not without some malpracti7es. Because many 

peo_;"Jle held that", it was bcc::l.Use N.P.N. was the ruling pady and could 

erciv~ . 
use all the co-J J.nstn:rnent at its disposal to su)presc. ed tho remaining 

.. 

opponent. It :.s on this point that ma"'y people belie·red that there was a 

massive rigging w .d Ftanipqlation b~ the ruling N.P.I-T. party against the 
< 

oppoments through the use of NatiC>nal Police and FEDECO officers. 

The cries about thi,s election continued from a:u n1oks and corners 

of the state about riggings 1 and also 11iolence were even recorded in some 
- I 

parts of the stat( o For . nstances, there v1as a . clash with police in 
"' - ·.· cv hv~\~~J . 

Bunza lJoc<V. Government whJ.ch OlUI"ills ted J.n the death o! three persons 

·and 9 others were injured. This happened when N.P.N. supyJorters Here 

chasing one le[ ... i.s:.ator Alhaj i Ahmadu Almwa. 'rhe leg:::_,slato:r.- runned into 

Police station fo:.· protect:i.on ~t t1:~~~~ angr:§-: sup:;)orter ~ \<lho allegedly 
.t ~; 

accusec: hfm of 'oe ~_llg the hyo~n behii:J.d the null:'.ficatj -:::m of the ·nflr:--:ination , __ 

r 

of his rival, Alhu.ji Sajo Bunza to context the,same sc·at, did not treat o 

Another exo.::np:!.e can beenseen in most ofthe const:i.tuncL~s in my area 

where each of the major 3, partie.s 'N.P.N, U.P. n . and ~.P.F . accused the 

other nf having rl.gged the electiono Both~ U.P.r~ and If .P.P. rejected 

the House of A sse tlbly t s rc sul t. 

~OVK:NORSHT? ELEXJ·riON 

This is the :10xt election to be c-onducted in August,- 13th 1983 in tho 

state. All the six po.rties had field a candidate who v-rill contest for the 

1 
ii 

1 
•Ui 

~~I 

w, 
ill 

j 

' 

governorship election, for the G.N .P.P. Alhaji 111. Maccido was the candidat ·:; 1
1 

for go-rernorship, N.A. :~: , had it candidgte as AlhEtji · A. Kamba, while NPN 

(1ubarnatori{ll Candidate was Garba Nadama and N .P .P. has it ccmdidate as 

A~haji A.D. Gc:tri, P.R.P. also filled it candisate as Alhaji A. lTusa, and It 

r----__ 
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lastly Uo?N. Hit h it candidate as Alhaji A. Bayerc, 7 
!~ 

The cunduct of the guberna torial el·e ction was belL~·"ed to have bee n 

mass:~vely rigged. by the major 3 parties in the state, the ~arties are N.PoN. 
n 

UPN and NPP o The g;uber:.1atoricl election wa.s so iYlt.lCh rigged to the extent 

that the, remaining 5 parties ie. exclu~g N.P.N. made it abondantly clear 

thay they were to boycott the remaining elections :i.n the State until the 
... 

gubernatorial election held was noliffied. The five p ru"'ties had also 

\vritten a letter dated August 9 to the Chair man cf the l'',~ECO l11r. Justice 

Ovic ... \Jiskey the:t unless the i s sue t hey :~is :; d in t heir pcti tion on the:: 

eonduct of the elect ion ;..1ere looked into the}l had vri th-cL"'awn the rest of 

the elections. They als o urged thei r supporters to boycott the electionso 

'fhe U ,F .N 9 guberno:: hip candidate Alhaji Bayero also .said that tl1 e 

t 
possibility of n1.ore mal~ractices could not be ~led out :Lud the.. ~ was why 

a ccordine; n :. til Key ·t~ere boycotting all t l' e subsequ·:mt ca.i.12:ctmons ~ He also 

doubtGd the .survival of democra~y in the country if v,rhat they had seen in 

the last elo,-;tion has a~thing . to go by. 

Latc~r on, N.P.li . candidate wa s de~lred the wLmoJ:' in the state. 

There foro Gn::-bn Nadama wa s re- elected for anQther .four years t erm. As we · 

shall see in the table below the r esults of the guberna torial elections 

in the state:-

c.--...-....-..,~-----~-.. __.., ., .. ..... . -....... - .... --~-.;--.~.r .. •~-~----~c-.· ·~-.....--.. ,...... __.. ... _ ....... ...... ..... .. _ ~, ..... ... -~----:.. ea.-=~~·· - · · · ·~· ... -~..e::--

~ ~ 

Party · Ca ndidc::.te I Total vot~s ; Percentage 
------~-~4-n.-~~ ... c.-~ ....... ,-.-. ......-..-.- ~-----~__,__...,...,..~ "' .. . . ....,........:-oa· .~r. o •· -. ""' .. .J..- .~-.-. .. ""IPfla•~ . ............ . .. , . ... ..-..._..__.... • ._.. 

- ~ 6 a I ol ! 2 ,15~ I 0.75;o . -

! 16,630 j 
: . 

/uhaji CL'U'ba Nadmna t 3,.320,575 l 95.98% 
' ! . 

Alhaj i 1:. a D/G~ri ! 32, 452 j 0 o 9Lfi6 

G.NnP.P. Alhaji H. rvlaccido 

N.A . P. Alr.aji A. Kamba Oo48?6 

NoP. n. 
NoPoPo 

· Alhaji ~ - ~ I·'Iusa i 21 ,SL~6 . l 0.639"~ 
I . i 

Alhaji ~- · Bayero : .'+1, 95L~ j 39.605~ 
,...,...._,. ... __ ... _ _ ·· ··~~- ... :~ .. ~ -- -~---~-~ ''·" ......... ..,.... __ .. .... ........ .. ,., .. ..._, ~-.;. ... .................. ~ _. ....... . .... .... ,...~ . . · .• .•. ........ _.. ... _...,. ___ ;-.., ~~.i-~.-... ... _.... - ~ ...... _:~..._~ 

P.R.P. 

U.P . N. 

•! 
Jlj 

/~ 
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ft-too ve 
T~ is the brcakdovm of the result ofthe gubernatorial election 

,-

which saw the re-election of Garba Nadama of N.P.N. 

PRESIDENTIAL ELJ!D'I'ION 

The last kind of election that was conducted in the series of the 1983 

elections, was tne 1:lresodenti~ election. 
, 

It Js frQm here that a president 
l 

is to be determined for the p(Jrpose of setting the ma.chiner~ of g government 

in motion. 

This election as said earlier is the most significfu+t of all, because 

it is here that the final choice is made. But alas, it was the most highly? and 

and widely rigged election in t ;_!e whole country and Solcoto state in 
ailtd . 

perticular, 

Immediately the rcsul ts of the pr.esidential . elections vlei?e declared 
' ' 

all the News papers in the country started sermonizing that, not only 

the Presidential election was rigged but also thJ . remainig elections were · 

' . massively rigged through the activ:it~es o~ some gavernment agenties like 

FEDECO, Police and other security organisations·, The 1983 elections according_ 

them were completed in an atmosphere of conflict and violence. The mru1ifest 

riggings and manipulation of election results Hhich returned Shagari and 

·N.P.N? tp power had evoked wide spread condemnation from virtually every 

section of the country~ It was obvious that the presidential election 

warfare had hurt the nation deeply and caused cleavages in the body politi~ . 

Zik while expressing his feeling about the presidentinl election, 

was also not happy by the rigging and violence that had charatcrized it. 

This what made him write a lett'er ti ttledi1 HISTORY \-JILL VINDICA1.1E THE ~8'1'11 , 

in this letter he intended for a genre of politicians whose inordinate . 

ambition to exercise p0litical power motivates them to believe that i t i s 

-I 
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j 
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tha .. · 
their manifest destiny to levers of power at all cost; no 

matter the conseqaencms. 
( 

He continued in the 
bjcome. 

politicians have j m 

letter i 1tJ3.at it . lis an irony of'· fate that these 
intoxicated with . 

/ lust for · ~o~er that they are now 

in league with unppatriotic lucifers in human form to distabilise Nigeria 
\ 

as democrattcbased on popular sovereignty Wich is conventionally deternined 

by a free and fair election. 

He concluded in an agered mood 17 that I am supremely confident that 

A~mi$hty God will frustrate their knavery and ultimatly expose their 

them · 
machinations and consign / in tluscrap heap of forgotten tyrants. History 

will continue to \'indicate iie ju_st arl Dod shall punish tho wicked. 
8 

The above were some c::f;) few. e)}!' csions to show that basically the ... 
~ .. 

1S{~j elections vtere conducted in an atmosphere of violence and rigging. 

; 

Here in Sokdlto state the version of the story vias in no way different 

from what was obtained in the \-.rhole country. The presidential election 

was 1:1idely rigged in the state. Electorate Here · forced to vote for 

certain parties, some polling agents vJcre beaten and driven away by the 

police. 

Immediately after the election, Shehu Shaeari v;as declared the man 

Hi th the highest votes and \·las sworn in for another four yeru" term. 

'lhe table below shows zclearly the results of presidential election 

in the state. 

~E:ty~~,--;-·-r-~~j..sk'ite--'-"·--~ ... .1 Y-():t_e.E_.E~cp ~~-~t-·~· ···-~ ·-r--~ --· -~L~:~.el1.~afl2 •. ___ , 
G.N.P.F. , Ibrahim VJaziri ; L1-6,752 1 1.6590 

N.A.P. 

N.Pi:No 

P.TI.P. 

U ~P~N. 

~ ; 
Tunj i Braithwaite I 22 1 152 ' 

• · Alh. Shehu Shagari ; 2, 605,935 
. J Hassan Yusuf f 2L:., 280 

· ~ Chief o. Awolowo ! 75,lJ·28 " 

0.78% 

91. 839S 
0.85~ -: 

2.66~~ 

I . 1 
N .. Po P . Nnamdi Azikiwe l 63,238 K 2.2X; 

i ! 
-~--..--.-~.-......- ·~---,.~- • .. .~~-~. ,.,......~":.&.---.. ,.,..·_..__.__... ....... ~~ ... -----·"'*-...... .-..-=-a.J"--.·~--.... -~ 
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But generally, this is lloi~ alj. tAe part.j.e~ far·ed in the 1983 el~ction 

_in t~€2.;_-".2..~-1-X! . -- ~·-1-.-- ~"--- ·-,---·~~---
-~p~-~.:._-·-·-1- ·-Ccmdida::_ _____ .~:. ~J_o_te,~S.c:~r::~ , ~ _ Perce~tage . 

N.P.i·N. I' Alhaji Shchu Shagc:±i
1 
,12,o81 ,471 I 47,3 

U .P.H. Chief o. Avmlowo . 7, 907,207 : 31,0 

N.P.P. 
P.n.P. 
G.N.P.P. 

Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe 

Alhaj i Hassa11 Yusufu 

3,557,113 
1,?7G,97lr 

13.9 
L~ • 1 

Alhaj i Ibrahim Uc:ziri f 652,805 i 2.5 

N.A,P, I Nr, 1\mji~r:it~;~i~j_. 284,509 ~ ·--1_._2 ___ _ 

Goinc by tho above figures, ·the total number of votes cast in the 

country is 25,L1-5~- , 166 - 100 l)ercent. 9 

\ii th the cmnounccnent of the })residential election rec:ml ts in the 

state, there arose hot controvcrcios and disac;recmcmt from the party 

opponents that the elction in tho state was ric;gcd and this r;1ade the 

hw strong parties t railine N.P.N., U.P.:N. and N.P.P. to called for a 

frcch election in the ~-!hole 32 loczli e;overnmcnt in the state for, 

accordinG them t he election had been rigged me.sBively. 

Sinilarl)t, ... . they cru.lod on the Police in the state to prOSE)Cnte 

i);liJodiately, F.;:nsco duty r}fficers and r11embc~rs of the lavl enforcom2nt 

agencies viho were connected with the allec;ed vrmdesprcad elctoral 

-malpractices in the state.i,n thE'lsame vein tho N.P.l.>. covernorship 

Concliclatc in the state, Alhaji Abub.::ti-::ar Dakin [jari allcf5ed that about 

~;5,000 suppf)rtcrs of his party were clamped into detention on flit~sy 

·. cxcus ~.;cs. 

.L . 

Ui th regard also to the presidential election, each of tho 3 Major 

parties l'J.P.N., U .P.N. and H.P.P • . accussos the other of· ~aving ricGcd 
'· 

the elections at thoi,r post alection congress held in december in the 

state. Both the U.P.N. ond I"-T.P.P. r q j.e cted the o:ffici?-1 result of tJw 

presidential election and of several of the C't.lbcrn£ttorial elcctio!ls, 

,l 



ccmdidc:;..te o 'f G.H.P.P. f ·)r hi.s ~~xt actuall,- ,,,ent to court to c he<.llence 

elction of the N.P.N. comdidate i and the ca.:.1dids.te of t1 ~ o Nigc:r:i.a 

:~ arty (N .A,P) annou.,;ecl to the world that he was robbed of victor;y. 'l 0 

In a similo.r case agai:1, -3 pi:ll'ties tee.m8d up, and this time a:cuund 

1·1ere (U.P.N. 9 N,P.P. and N •. ·:, "p•) ru).d called for a fresh election in the 

0 
state. Thc;y" alleged that their agents •rc cb.ased away from polling bo,.ths 1 

particularly in Hamakko conr:rti tu0ncy on the orders of a · C.i visional police! 

f
. 11 

of J.eerA 

. The NAP govornorship o.o.rldidato for tho ;t0.te, Alhaj i Ab~lullahi I;:amba., 
-, ~ . 

11 1 J h t F ''l'i'\'-'CO d 1'' b I - .p ~ , ' • ~\~"-· ~ ''J A IJ t t . ' . a ..... ccec c a .t·Jl.Jl ~ e J. r o.-:;e ly ro .1. U~;.~CCl ·co J.l1VJ.<uo 1, . • • D.Cc:n s -o 1,n·cnn ~:~ .s 

the collecting of the votes, 

list 

In other })l aces there Je re 
to 

d')Ctorc4; l1clp sonw po.rties. 

cries that FEDl!;co had pu..blishcd ito vote:cs 

' '-

~oreso, National Police in the state 

have boon used for th:. vict:!_mizati'on, {i1'timi<!Cttiofl. and subjuGation of 

innocent voters just to per:.)ctuato election. 

And on the fai ttrfull e7cninc of 'thursday' 3/12/87' HL:v.. nadio 'burst·Jcl 
. . . . 

its bomb.shcll in the progrn;mne ;;YOUTH FOHUlf-'. · In thi.s prosr<:t:"Jr:K: vo 1:!CJ:'·3 

I • 

made to bch~e that, tho 1')r33 elections in the: s tate were Hidcly rissed 

They have also me.de us to 1:nl ievo that it \1a.s youth that 11ave wrodlcad tho 

scr1otw havoc (violence n:.r1d m~U.practices) as a r o.sul t of the bribe tl1cy wore 
i'\ 

offered by some pcu··(: : · bulld ·)zers intthe 
12 

state. 

Therefore one would h~•."Tc seen thatli" election in tho state vra.s concluctc~c.l 

in an atmosphere of violonc·J and ricging. Elections vJcrc hicthly rigged 

especially in my area in Zuru local government ·;· where people- VTorc ·Bo ing 

victimized and intimido..tcd just to favour certain parties• !n sooe plo.c0s 

voters wore bo j_ng desenfran::hised for f oar of mclllostation . and their nar11e.s 

were ticked acainst as hetving voted v1hich VJore o.lso used to thumbe d-prin-:.: 

Lt favour of some )o.Ttics i ;.l co1mi v2.ncc \,Ji th the FED~O officers Md lct.W 

·--
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O~lfOJ..~~8FlC11t c::.CGncice,;. , .. ~: : ,, 
... -, 

In the sc1r1e o..roc.. · in .some plo.ccs bo.llot in{! boxes v1cre tD.l:<:en avmy to 

unknO\m . destinntion but only to be seen c.t the end of the rlny' 13 eli:Jction 

for colJ.ccting nnd counting. I cquld cJ.so rcmcb.ercd that,.- th,csamc yenr 

I I·!O.S th0 polling clerk of our statim1, A lot of attroci tics were coi"Jlili tted 

. by the lnw enforcenKmt agencies in conni vnnce Hith Y£D.;;]C 0 officers in \·..rhich 

VIC wore compelled to ke'op our mouth shot, Ve actl.u:U.ly took the vJhole crnn-

clew- of the elections.. \Vo vmre boins· b::cibcd - but somevFhat a 11 corapul.sory 

brib8H - in the sense that you either c:::.ccept it or you fiO Hith the hE.:ll of 

beating, . 
( 

In Yauri local government the story vt@not different, ir:1m0cliatoly 

after tho announcement of t~.10 result there were arson, kLLlini}5in prote~t 

of the election ricging and other mclprncticos~ 

·7~ outcl· c1'" · -'-h .., s·t~te J.'I.(J.' . u. " ... L. .... G. ' tho electioneerinG cm,lpaie;ns were charncterizeCl 

with darinc; act of hooligru:ist:1, a conspicuou3 ex~plo could be seen in the 

conduct of presiclcntiul election in the following states, Oyo, Ondc c.nd O:.:r;un 

In these states inspite of t!::e equ~~inity that cre~ed the prcsidentic.l 

election there wc.s a p.:U.pab1c lD.ck of faith in the v€\fidity of some of the 

B1,..1bsequent c;ul.Jernc,torio.l elections. ~Xi thin '"'· Heck violence hnd cn·optcd 

in Oyo stat<.~, e.curfow vms ir:1poso in thf: CClJi tr~l city of I1Jo.cbn. ':£1he 

equo.min1 ty vlD£ shortli ved indeed. 

In, Ondo tl.I.C story of violence fightil!G' burninc killi+j.g ancl rarudD . . 

by thucs WP.lf3 tb(~so.me thoro \JG"I.s clso loc•tinc, o.rsons of the properties of 

the OTJ:f)Ol:lCnts. 

~., :::.:en o.lso in the.saoe vein, Chief H.,c.K. Ajuluchukwu, Director of 

Hescarch oncl publicity of Chief PMo's UPN \vas interviewed thc.t, Uw UH~ 

kas offe;1 charsed other p~ties uith vote-ricr;mdG ·- some thins of which they 

arc a.l.so accused. Hou rJossible ia the clw~'GC of voting-ri~:.Sc;inc;? •. 

,.. 
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His an.swer ~we.s, the phenomendn, ·:)f ri;::;gir:.c; is sor.1ething very 
1 .. , 

·Ln the Third Uorld \•lhi'ch also we c.::.tnt evade. :.; 

11~ · erefcire _the phrases ci ven above explicitly shcvm that 1983 elections 
' 

were ric;cea in .SoLo to state b~ we \·Jere a li vine \·Ji tness to 

Hhe,t lw..s happened in D~l the st ;:.~ tes in tbe ~ount~_·y. 

3 :L:. l::(!S~-' ~~. ~~L~~C~L1 l)l'~·s n·:~;\TELOF·i Gi'·T~E? : 

The 1983 elc:ctiorw in the GtD.te came Dnd v:cnt. But tho furore, _ 

hol-laua-loo DJ.1c~ l:i::_u~ly-burly that greeted itt Hert;; in the 2.i.r. There 

uere docru!1pin,ss f~:'om the VJc;;;l~or ~)&rtios to the el-:;phant pnrtio.s. Soi:1e-

t ±mes t he deca1;1;:)ings t .1·2ro DS o. rcr:.;ul t o? ·Molestatl f)~ll and mocf(int; by the 

tough p.:::'.rty buldo:::~ers c.c;ain:;d; t: .8i:!:' opponents. 

There HOJ:' (< c;,lso c:tfb.n· the: eloction.s filinf; of ~ot~tions by tho 

dcfos.t::;cl c c~ncli(1at ·.:.: ::: sonot.ie1e 1.:> with succ.s.s and Dany o. tmmcs 2-bo~ctiv·:.: • 

. And in some C2.sc.s thoro wer c instc::..:!.CC:G d.1orc so~:1c pc:~rty stror.G1:1en m:-.:~ 

t e 1 -C"1 to coux·t -for~ ·: ,r...-·: r·c .c·c;, For~ l..l1""·c'· ~·1c" · f"'""''Ju·'-cl.C't"' t 1l ·' <~-'--,tc - - J.- t - .... \,_.; ....... ,:JI.)' . C) (. .. ,L V ' (,.!,.~. \ • t,Q \:;..; J. (.:.: •- v~ .. 1 ' 

iur.JccliateJ.y after tho l)lctionc ;\kifuloye: (C~airuan rt?N) .:md ~- otr.wrs 

':ere taken to court, e.:l.l NPN st:;:·ongrncn in I·:Hara state. •J_llle JiJEm VJc re 

AL:in.i.oye, Senator Uba Aln:,cd, Scnato~ .S<:::.rald, D::. 1JlJeZil:1 Cht.UCI:Jtu:Jcnje 

and th8 odr,;i]-1istre?,tiw-e Secrctctry of FEDECO in I\uc:xa, Alh. S. J. .• J;bdulkadi!'• . __ 
tt ,/ · .. _ ... 't 

!mother instL:.ncc outside the state could be seen in the EC.s'.SO of:~, 

Gnna defe[:_tcd GoHoP.l.~ . cubcrnorship ce.ncli.date WID threatened court action 

nc .:,_i.nst F:SI£CO OVC: 1' ' th•.) GOVUrnorship olcct i oh. 
.: 

Also defeated govr:.-:rnor;3l;.ip cc;._ndidc;'r.tc in Nicor file.s petition on the 

intimidation rmcl 1~1o le.station r.mf:fcrcd by his supporters. 
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~!i th the :fow instari.ces out.sid0 the .state, ona \·rould .:;c::e that the 

situation in the ctc..tc v:o.s in no VJF.':.Y di:.ferent with uha~ ho.d hn:pp(:nod . 
.J_ 

in the CU1.ultry in cm-:.orv.l. For lnstaoce' J :Qartics in the .state c.ftcr 
.• ~ 

e1ccti'.::n.s 7 ha~l rcjoctcd tJw \Jholc clec~on :t'esul ts o.nd for c.. frcsh 

election ih tho state, 

'l"lJ.jere H ·,jrC 2~80 filinc;g of pcti tions 'by the opponcn t.s 0.[;: inst .N. I·. 2!. 
J. 

-for tnstanco tiw c·,G foatod Hol.:>.N. ,[})v'ormorchip cc:-JHlidatc filed petition 

·, - +'~-·'"' . ·t + :r ; r.·l n···+ .-, •.. , • r·•t ~Il ul~·~· S q .,C J. : ·~C;!.l.-CO •. l. v c{;c~l1o th~ victor·ious N.P..N. cc-,.ndide ·te - No..clcrJ::•., ,, 

but lc.tcr on the judc;e rulc:d in favour of N<..<dc-Ew. o:f tho I·bt:i.cnal :;;..a? •. rty of 

Nigeria (N.P.N. )o 

Ira onothcr· petition filed l:~r Alha~ji !'J."!.l';lmlu Dm1-lialikin Ge..bDl;:c 2J.l.i..l 

''11·,~·· p .. .-1~ ~, ... ..,' · ~1 ·'-1 ~ · · <>t·' "' <· ~1', . -. . · · ···'~.~ 11n• 1.,,_ . ...,. 1 J"l '"· ·· •" l.c:\ J l. ,.._,_ "'' .~->.:.11•11..: Cl v .. 1 L...lU n:) .. .!~D.c.. ~Ol1o 01 H.LL .. c.. -J ~ u,.,\J c.< __.c..u1 -w...L <..J.1C. -i •• . c:.CtJ l 

,Shchu Abdullc::Lh i E.::.urc., t o contest thr.~ Dirnin ~·1ac;D.ji 2~d I(o.ur:m-l'TenJodc, 

stD.tG constitt~rmcy elcctio:.l 1:-..ut, the Chief ,Jtldc;o - U1;~ar j'.l t<b ~l.1.go c1f · 

tb.e .stc..t') ovoT :culud tho.t ~f.he eh:ct:i.on vlo.G in ;:;:-c'clcr. 

~rhc chief judge Hunt Gn to c..~y, tb.c c ourtb.2.S fotmd th2,t the nor:1ct:: 

of the firBt re.spondents v.' -:; r c~ ~·,roperly E;ubr.Ji ttcd. to f'ffi~O o..s nnrdrw.to::d 

cunc.l:l.clo.tes of tJ.t-::; N. r. n. c ·.td the poti tioncrs hf.tV8 f .. ilcd to i)rOYC th.Gt 
-1. 

t bc nomino.tionc did not ccmply \vi th the p:c~ovisiorls of rc;Tt two of tll(} 

eL:ctort:.:-;_1 c..ct. Thol'eforo he dsclc:cGcl them duly olccted 2.nd \:J<} l'C alrr;;c..dy 

mct:1bers of the state l e; c;i.slo.tL~re . 

fl 1:Jith e.lBo rcg.::Td.s to dccnmings we cc1.n ·sec vividly in the c~\so 

f 'T ' l ~ .. l ' .. ~ . . I ·- - T ~ t f t l o .. .1::.cur1 1.rwro 1~. -· ·.i:' • supporters dccc.c..lr·os for L.J .• r~. ~~.s '-'· rccm1. · o · 1e 
1L 

dcsc.riminc.tions and r:P.lcstc:,tions set c.cainst thcr.1 or tlwy \-:oro subjccte:d 

to. This is \-Jhe..t i'J<Jdc them to dc co.upccl fl~Ol!l tb.cir j)2.!'ty for iJ.l.- eN. 9 

t . . to 1 N .. 'T ' • l . t l , . l J 1 f ,,.., - c.· r" , ~ ~ • • , j J \ . , . ()"' • • 1.,,"' "" ... - ,.,.,.'\ ' '"" ,... ··- .. j , .... 1, _,... . ·<.: CD.'ltoe <-tCCOrC.LJ.LlG ~t .lCL. .• .• : .I, o !Jc: ll1l:> t us~ I U .l.lf3 !)<.. .. ·. y . lc.tCl t •• 10 C '·'··• 1....1. 0 C 

eo.ll tbo rcprcscivc in.stn .. 1.E\cnts c.md therefore t -.JGl>: t•1E\.t ndvcJ.1tqcc t() 

~ 
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bring people to their fold. Thoro vJOro m<:my raor0 C<.1sos of petitions in 

the .si.:ato but, tl:w r c so ;.:G.' chcr onclavoured seriour;ly to lir.li t himself to 

only sooe fe\1 inctonccs. 

'lhere 1tlerc ~:\.l,so E.!.r.son .:md k:i.llingS:i.n the otate o..fter tho elections. 

Example could ,see;), alc~O in : Yauri ~n, \·~.oro of:i:'icia1 Cw.'.S vJerG 

burnt clown, hou.sf:s were al.so r;otted\. or were set ablazo, peor·le \vcre 

also in0,1..1.rec.~ i-J).•.ich autome.tically leal to the death of m<.my etc. 

CIIJU~· T8r"1 TI-ffi:E:E 

Foot Notes 

1 . Ii(eport of the Hou.so CN.1Lli ttee on creativn of i-Jcu .- StateE; P. ~-

2. ComQittcc for the erection of stctc: Case for the erection of 

3. 

~-ilF-~~. s t~'l:t?. - publishers, Gno Nigerian pre .ss Kadune., p. '1 :5 

Old on Oj igbo Nigeria return to civilillil. <::.dmi11i13trntion 'Dublishccl ..._._ ....... ..-.... ..._ .... _ _____ ~··· ----~ ... ... ._ . ..__;:;._. __ . .........---. _,._ ... _..,., ,.,_. , ~-........... .. ... 

by Gaskiyn Co:::·poro..t:Lon, '3a:ciu. 1o nr? 
70 • 

L~ . Ho.bu Isiaka Saxld CoJ:-:radc: .1t?:£._i~L~~2]:,Y __ <d:.~~-P.~~.:'lc_t_ice__..£f. ,J~?.l.~~~i<?_~ 

published by Goqldyet Corpcre.tion 7 Zcri ::.,. 

5. 

6. 

?. 

() u, 

'1.987. 

'.r111 IJ' , -- ~1 A .... 1 ,('-r~w · lCBrl<m l'io\'.1GpapGr c.+ uc;us~. ';)o): .J...8n l~~~2!_i:..0_l_,E:;;.f2~.l~2J.I~. the;_ ~ 
s·\:ate. __ ........,. __ P• 15 

-r l'T. - T- " s J.. b ,, 9n-, 1\c•.J lCCr:um. i'Je~:Jspaper t .cp~.e:J cr 1 o:;: IIousu of Hcns rc sul tE> 
.. .... ...,.. ....... -... •.•. - ~ .... u...-J·. - ,.-. ............ .. .. ~_,- .. , ...... _ 

ill.Jd1C S -~..f0~9.p?.. p, 1 

!"few Hicori.ru: No\r,sprlpc:r 20 August 19g3: GoV;crnor.'::>hip election !:'c.suJ. tr:O --·-.... ,......, .... ~-... -...:- · :.----..-. ...... -.___.....,. ....... _ .... ___ ._._ 

Nc1r1s \latch 20 t-Iro" 1985: 

in the state. n. 7 
~~-,..--·.• - ·.-.... ·---........-,.. -· 

Sll ~f"<""'l. I C"! , 'J..-•t ,:1.-.,v.­
--~~C.::'::___,~· .. .. ..~..~;,.. ... _ :::.~.':.)./ .• ~ 

t.r 11 -.- · ·1r::: '1G -~.ee ·: y ! ·lc..LgrJ~ZJ.l10 lJ• ;;- ·.) •. 

9. Neu N:Lu:crio. 1 .2 At:P.twt 1 ~,(:1]: Prosidonticl cloc tion results, p. 16. 
"' ~ .. ..... -""""~ ..... ------ .. ..... --- - ....... - .-....--..-.-. -- .... ~ ........ 
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10~ LADIPO Acle.molekun: Th .. <:; __ f_~~~.--<?.f_t_~19 •. s.~.~2E..c.!.Jf.9..P.£.b_li~..!. Published in 

1985 by Spectrum Booksl·.c :. 1lif;ji ted, Ibad2n 

P• 7L~ - 75• 

11. Nc\V Nigerian 13 August 1983: fi Y.£...E;;£t~_bsr.co t t c :t:..stio!!._ __ ~! 

Sokoto • . p. 9 

1.2. Rima Radio on the proc:ca:m10 ;f Youth I:'0~1UHil has mnclo us believed thnt 

there \l<J..G election rigging in the state. Thursdny 3 Doce1i1ber, 198?. 
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4 ·1· DAI/l'A A;.fJ\ 'rycJC!o o ··i.l .fiLJ·UJ Q .0 o 

Dci.ta analysis is a !Y'y'DCGSG of determining our hypotho.ses and 

uoU:ld center on \·Jl1at the ·re' spondents oo.id about the 11)83 Glections 

in tJ·,e state. 

But one carmot <:~.nal-jSe the 1~···03 elections vrcilthout diSCussinc; 

the burninG issue of elechYral iiw.lpractices, coL1i ;only refercc1 to 2f3 

; lr; r:-r?i nc·;; · .J.uu -- ·, • r::a.rdly any Ol'\.e v10uld attempt to de clare uno qui vocally 

that there -vJere no . i.lleGa t ur extra-lecal mc3l1i·oulatioJ;1C a;-,Dlied 
• -I. ......... 

during tho elections, but the fact . . is that~ as we have seeri, from 
~; .. 
f" 

the pr 8ceeclinc cha:pter ot. the conduct of tb c- elections cim .So.tcto state 
, 

tLo blar.1e ca;.mot be offec~tvely laid at the doorstep of .any one []OUlJ 

of pe:1.rty, c:tlthou1)1 N.F.N. ht..s believed to have J)articipatcd iJore them 

m,_y party because as aro:l.iag ]_)arty it hucl tbc control of roprescivc 

instruncnts, but alJ. have participated in the LJqlpractices in one 

':iay or the otkcr. Ttle ~·:roo:ticc of rcml tiplc-votinG in nrens \~~c: IV lt.e...--rt 

a :::;c.rty ww :3o stronc; th~ it · effecti vcly fc:tccd ·little or no oppor;ition 

to i t,s act :Lor:.,;:; hc:ts probab~ indulged in order to raise a lJlUral.i ·cy 

where 1 
j · that \las V<.l.luable · f-iJi1onc the i.:ot'e lit.ely malpractices, ancl 

one t;_mt war::; constantly M.Lccod in the courts, sone tiroos Hi th m~:..:: es.s 

f or plan tiffs, .someth1es IV Lthout cnouc;h :;roof ·co sain favourable 

judccraent, vras the rn~nct\~1(.. of the adjustr.1cnt of figures b:y offic :i als 
r 

with pcccticvlar. partisan \~tcrests. ThereJfore c;oing by the: stat ~;mcnt 

above one \JOt1J.cl have see: thc:,t the elections v·iere rie;c;ed. 

To an.alysc the clechr~f\ tJ.terefore, out cf the ZiGhty-five 

l')eraons de si~:,:1e d to be .so.Mp+e, bheir ~esponds hE\.~ vurified r.1y 

hypotheses. 
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In thiG section of the chapter, li:t is my intent to explore oral 

interviwa Hi th sor:1e ex-poli tj_cians .(ex in ~e sense that they have 
'· this 

been bani1cd by / adminiE?tration 'to contest in any future politics 

in tho country ) , clcctorat ·J s (Dass'es ) and also to usc the documents 

available •. ~ -

These are sor.1e of the :fevJ questions asked in the coUrse of 1:1y 

i~1tcrvievm w:i.. th these catec;orics o:f 1;eoplc :-

· ~t. 

~ lt!hat is your Name? 

HoH old are you 7 

\:!hich party eli(~ you bclon.sed to then? 

\JJ:at W8.8 your railk iri the belcmc;ed party? 

\'!hat v:ere .so1~1e of the facto:cs tJ:w.t iEcitecl and ignated 

people to rig the elections ( 1)·8.3) - lio.rwy? ~~co? or vJhat?-} 

\'!hat c.lo you th .;_nk arc some of the raeasures to be taken to 

orac1j_cate elec::ion malpractices in the state in poxticular, 

and the countr~' in r;encral? • 

The investigator intended. to mention fev-r of these ques·l:.ion because 

not only the a,bovc que.stio·1.s vrere posed on the respondents but, so EJany 

of them. 

HoHevex.;, out of the Gie:;hty-fi ve C85) J1ersons in tervieHed, 
.. 

.sixty-

five persons agreed Hi th IT.,/ hYlJothsis of Hhich their nur;Jbers and percen t at-:e 

c.ro D..D follo\Jo:- ..: ... -., 

·The percentau, of 65 respondents i,c.:; 76.3, •;~hile the remaininc 20 

responcknts which their percentaGe is 23 • 7~6 had different opinions and 

viewu which are not autome ·1;ically in consonnao.ce uith my iwpotheses 

according them the electic1s v;ere free .:mel fair but, mo.st of these 

pco pJ..:: , I cw. .. tbfully noticed uere dravmecl from the then rulins party (IH:;N) • 

. ,, 

~~ 



Tho hYl.:')tl::ses I put oefore them arc h;o:;;.. 

Th<t first hypotheses is ( ":) The .1 Sf~ electionearing carnpaingns were 

characterized Hi th darinc act of hoolir;cmism and violence in the state. 

Tho second (2 ) One, is that, the 1Sio3olcctionearing caDpaiens 

were character.ized viith ric;cinc; cmd mc.l:;?ructices '.s:kom the fisure above 

one v!Ould see that tb.c lwr ot1.1.oses were vur:ified •. HcJ.1y of the people 

I interviy:ed hcci ah<:1red th~ame vie\'/ with me that frankly speald ... '1g the 

1983 elections Here rigge( in tf..v::,. state most especially b;;· the rul:i.nc 

' party O·lPN) . lccordint; tc1 ' · ~hem, t ::ere vias masc;ive manipulation of votes 

by the FEDECC) c-Pfice in tk state on the dictates o! tho :i;'uling l_)o.rty 

prcm'!inent acme; the.se peo::~ 1e is Alh. Bayero . Former U.P. ~·l. governo.rshil') 

in the state. 

Hany peopl: e.spec:i.£uly from my area claimed · that, to tall{ of the 

1983 eloctit'>n bQ.:.ing riGt·';ec, in the state is, just a weste of saliva 

and a mere ~-'lli ;ical gimu:icks or a children's mu¥>ye:t .show; According 

them, the el J ct~on was thf most widely rigsod election ever in~the 

histo:r-y of Afri~a. Narab::: d by one man v1ho also chose to remain anynymcJur:~ 

that, 1983 elec·:ion in the state HD.S the a.election in vrhich we suffered 

untold hardship from the 1:<>lice, we vmre beaten up, VIe wore be inc; 

disf::.~anchis<::d as a result ') f extreme terror and fear) maltreatrnent 

and victimiz ::~.ti , ,n VIe woulc:\ meet o:t the pollinG station.s; II0 vJent on 

to. soy, son'; of us who we:ti?. fortunate enouch to have voted, ~·mre 

coE1pelled to tb:'..mb@o8:print f-n fe..vour of H.P.N. or else they [.::et the 

Hhole iibeatin[(. 

From the a'~ove expreF 3ions the bypo:these.s v1ere verified. Although, 

'-

some people c\_l.so o._vercd th~t, there was not much viole11ce but,- elections 

\oJere widely !'i[~ :ed. They continu8d ,this is not to say that, there vias 

no violence, there was violence in ,some areas lilm Bunza Local government 
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where 3 persons were reported to have been ldllwd as a result of claph 

vlith police. In Yauri locaLgovernment there wore reports ~ -t- about 

arson, killing, bt~ning of public properties, vehicles etc~ by political 

op) onents. 

To cap it all, there were other places in the state whore violoncG 
we 

had occured in which~vere a living witnesses, places like Gusm.1, Zuru 

, and Kaura-Namodv.. etc. 

4:2 ELECTION AND POLITICAL SYSTE1'1: 
~ . -------·--=---

M~dern · democracy cannot be practiced in line \vi th the way democracy 

was practiced in the Ancient Greek. Their ovm democrc::lCY was such that 

every adult male individual \'las involved in the decision mcidng affecting 

thewhole popul~. But due to modernization and rapid incrca.c~ect in 

population, modern governments cannont be governed in that manner 

since individuo.ls of sound skill are n.ceded to take tho state affairs • 
... · .. 

Thorefoi:~ due to the insurmountable difficulties thnt would be encountered 

in runiij.g modern democracy in line with Ancient Greek's democracy, 

election as a meru1s of voting fe\v person~ to represent the v.rhole hnd 

2 to be recourse to~ 

Therefore~ election as a means of vating, have assumed a si511i-

ficant role in modern democracy. It is a very necessary feature of c.l 

democracy but, if and only it is conducted according to the lnid down 

principles. In Nigeria elections have eervo thesamo fm1ctions as 

elections have serveclelsewhere ie of leadership choice. In Nigeria, 

that · is to sc.y, election is concerned with leadership nominc..tion just 

like cv~ry where in the world. 

But alas, Nigerians elections have tended to assume a new dimension 

different from what the policy or the rules of the election demands .• 
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The Nigerian elections E\I'C ch~ractcrizcd, with certain excesses .which 

actually have isiven Nigerian politics a unique manning. The exce:sses 

that c~!. mostly associated with Nigerinn eitection8 includes riggi ng 1 

arson, violences \·rhich goc,s contrary to the rules of the ··cone. 

But these excesses that have given U...'1ique meaning to the Nigerian 

pplitics were believed to have been drmm mostly from tho fundamental 

problems caused by the 1914 colonial amclgarnation of the country. 

E;l.oction like census is based on general distribution ofpopulation 

winner tokes it all. This . ·in no :sii1~J. measure leads to tribalist 

sentiments. For inst ..-.nco, Zik, 1952 cnsc, Regional bases of parties 
~.l: :": ... : 

.:md fears of dominal:.ion and this ::also led to violence Md arson when 
. ... 

election was called upon - probl~¢m.s ·of election which a;l.so stemcd right 

from tho amalgama.tion of tho country has led to tho 1959 operation wct'c', 

tho 1983 Ondo, Ogun, Oyo Dnd Niger murder and arson. 

Corruption is also one f actor thnt have given Nigcr iru1 election n 

m1iquCJ~moaning corruption co..n be soon in election ricging o.nd malpractices, 

misuse of police, the mis use also of tho nc..tivc Autlj.ority in 1959. 

The Nntional police in 1983, .bribery, embezzlement of public funds, 

hoarding, party patrono.g9s. 

All these arc \·fhat constitute to give Nigerman politica l system a 

unique mooning different from what is obtained in some com1trios in the 

world. 

In conclus.ion one Hould s e e that elections in · Nigeria have with 

thorn certain cxcocsos wmich also shape the political system or s ive 

it a unique mcc..ning. 

FOOT NOTES:-•. 

1. Vlost Africu (pnrt 2) 19/26 December 1983 P• 2927. 

2. Encyclopaodiu of Social Sciences, Volumes ? nnd 6, P• 3. 
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CHAPTER · FIVE .... - .,. 

§..m~L@I.t-CO.N..C.W.§ .. Q.E~~ 
RECOUivlli~IDATION 

~ ~ry . 

Tho ro'soc..rch developed interest in stuclying end nnalysing tho 1983 

goncrnl election in Sokoto stnte. 

It hns n'J t been the objective of this Hark or study to continue 

the discU:ss~on of operatLmc::t.l Clc fini tions of election. Rnthcr tho paper 

· Clttcmptod an ru1n.lysis of tho 1983 oloc·~ion in tho stnto o.nd to cloo.rly 

clcm.urcntc V!hothor or not thoro \·ro.s election rigging nncl violence. 

However in cho..:frtor one, 'lrThich is a:n iDtroductory part of the work, 

I endeavoured t ·::; tress tho historical soncsis of oloctiQll - 1ts mcnning 

to contom}Jorury domocrntic govornracnts. All in thosc:u~1c cho.ptcr, I tried 

to show tho sic;n;i.ficru1co of election to <:my modern rcprcsonto.ti vo 

democracy. BecD..USG 'With the ever incroc.sc in population in tho \/hole 

\"JOrld, election ns ;a moCJ.1S of 'electing fov.J inclividuo.ls has to be resort to. 

I went further ten indicate hov1 election ns · n moans of voting incli vi-

du.:tls wns exported to other purts of tho world v1hcro ·voting procedures 

haE? not historicnlly possessed thoso.mo socic:-J. authority. In conclusion 

for thoro to be n hitch - free elect ion certain mensuros vwro onumcrntod. 

Tho concern of the second chapter hc:.s to do with the G.iscussion 

. . . I 

of tho development of elections -in Nigeria a.s viov1od b:.; different scholhrs 

richt · fror.J the time of the Cliftords's constitution whore elective 

principle wns first introduced into tho Nigcriun politico.l system to datQ. 

Although, tho historicnl development of elections in Nig~rio.. has boon 

viewed by other scholars o..s very recent. 
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That is why elections have limited use for research, as for instance, 

t bey Hill, haye in t;_ .~ e l)"lli ted l>tEi:-~es and Britain. In the same chapter 

also I discussed on the background;' of tho second Republic in Nigeria, 
t f 

constutiona.J.ism; anc;l FillECO were also part of what has been discussed. 

The 1979 General .EJ,ection was notleft out of the discussion. 

Chapter three concerned with tl1e Brief political background of Sokoto 

state; . the background of the 1·~83 election in the state; the conduct of 

tho election, in vllW..ch I indicated the malpractices nnd ho<?liganism 

that characterised 'i. t and lastly. :in the chapter \·Tas the discussion of 

the different kind of elections that were conducted. 

In chapter fout' effort VIM made tp prove the hypothesms listed in 

chapter one, Therefore this is Data Analysis and the chapter coijtainod 

the justifications and lnrne e~cussos for rig[;'in£1 and for making the . 

election in the stei,te so violent •. 

In other words; the hypotJ;leses drawned were varified on tho 

basis of informati® I collected from sampled populace. 

Tho vicvJs of certe.in ind! viduals also helped me in ei thor confirmine; 

or invnlidating these hypotheses. In addition I discussed on election 

and political systum and thisti I pondered on the excesses associated 

VIi th it. 

And finally, Chapter five i~~ concerned with the summary ahd 

conclusion of the dissertation. In theasf:,me chapter I . gave out some 

recomu1endations to wllich the vend of politics in the state could 

be re-organised. 

RECOHMEI\TDATION: 

~ 

?. 

This dissertation is in-com111ete whi thout nwkin[J' SOfie 

through which the trend of politics in Sokoto state can ~o 

suggestions· 

~e-org~iscd.~- -
. ' _.&dt/;~1' I 

-·· --.....-z~ 
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Here then goes the suggestion in serfes of positive a:oosn. 

* Do (any politician wi.sO,ing-. to go for politics ) put the national 
• • · ' ! 

int:erest f~rst and his partisan interest last • . 
·-.. .,.:. 

... Do Concen;trate on palpable issue concerning the VJelfare of the 
. ,:c 

pe 'Jl?le ·in general, and stear clero." hamr.1ering on personalities. 
:'~ 

" Do preserve others reputation, 1~y avoiding all unfounded allee;ations, 

as hewould like his own reputation to be preserved. 
I f 

* * 
' ': . · ·~-~ i. ~-

Do maintain decorum, integrity end 8;iamplarincss in thought, word 

and deed, 

* Do feed the electorate only vlith accurat€ and varifiablc fnct; he 

. sl:J.quld also express only positive and constructive Ideas •. 
,, . 

1\ 
\·~ 

'\ 
~~ 

* · ~Do always to the electorate, milO., P')lite, decent and correct language; 

a politic ian should always avoid ex2~>~osi ve .md affensive pronouncement. 
' 

"' . Do make fulfillable promises alone, 

* Do try to articulate the best aspirations of the people. 

* Do have regular feedback from Cr'oss-section of the electorate including 

supporters of other political part~es, 
i ~ 

* Do avoid. any unfair or destruct~vez critisms of FEDECO, ulter only 
1 • 

fair, objective and constructive advice, or suggestions, 

* Do resfrain his supporters from 'violence, lj. hooliganism and nuisance. 

* Do use alwcys mild, polite, decent or he should r estrict to rallies 

alone the use of loudspeclcers, drwns other sound instruments Md songs. 

" Do encourage his campaign tep.m to usc only 'positivc, decent and mild 

lan~age, 

If nny person wishing to em~0I'lc on politics CJ.d,hcres to the above 

series of ~;Das0 ·, . ~nestly speald;~·, the problems of political wrnnglings - . . . . 

will diminishes if not eliminated. Therefore I ctdvice the authority 

concerned to have a trial by embodying these series of 11 Dosn in a form 



of code to be incorporated in the politicnl agenda of this country 

. By incorporating thos9 ilDos: : in our political progr£1rJmos 1 elections 

would continuo to be conducted in this country in an atmosphere of 

calmness · and hi tchfroo ma:mor. 

' 

CONCLUSION' 

In tho (courso of plil.r cmnlysis, He understood that, thoro WClf3 

election mclprnctices as v.roll as violence during tho Goner2l election 

in the state, although election ricgin~ \·las b,.:J.iovod to be more pronounod 

or endemic thru1 violence. An attempt V<IM m.::tdo to tress tho historical 

devolopr.1ent of oloc tion both in tho Ancient Gruoks time and its genesis " 

hero in tho country ond it significpnce to cmy modern democratic poli ticc:tl 

system. 

' I ondavourcd · vorJ r:.mch to de librate on somo of tho exec cos nssociatod 
, 

with Nigorirul electioneering cru~1paigns in gencrcl and in in tho lttate 

in particular. Excesses lilce use df law onforcomcmt ae;oncies and FED:I:~CO 

to further precipitate election mn~practices ['J.1d violence in sone part 

of tho state. For instance, the case in Bunza nnd Yauri Locnl government 

where cases of killings 1 nrson ru1d serious violence wore aJ.loggd1 

\Je understood again how some political demagogues who though they 

have tho r:;ift of the c;nb connived with \{.ru:>n.triotic o1eraonts in the forr:1 

of thuss to perpetuate o ~.cction rigging Md violence for their self -

acgradizc interest. \rle nlso saw the nl troci tics -eommi ttod by tho · 

National Party of Nigeria (NPN~ tho then rulinc pDrty which had tho 

total control of the instrument of co-ercion in tho country., It vias 

able to usc tho ,resources at its disposcl to manipulate votes in the 

stntc and nlso to bE.'ii·e tho lmJ enforcement ~goncies (judiciary, 

polic~ cmd FEDECO ) in m:-der to melee it (NPN) by J;look or crook win 

election. 
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