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. - Uxorricran Mni \u;] RS
The Honoul able Omo N’Oba Al\en/ua II C.M.G.,
The Oba of Benin:

,V.The First Member for the Oyo Province,
Chief . B. Akinyele, 0.8.E., the Osi folonun of Ib'ldall

The Second Member for the Oyo Province,
- Chief J. R. Turton, the Risawe of Tlesha.

The First Member for the Benin Province,
-Chief H. O. Osagie, the Aighobahi of Benin.

The Second Member far the Benin Province,
Chief 1dogu, the. Olokpe of Okpe.

The First Member for the Warri Provmce

Chief Jessa Ogboru.

! The Second Member for the “7(1111 Provi ince,

i Mr W. E. Mowarin.

The Member for the Ijebu Provmce, -
" Chief"A. O. Okupe, the Alaperu of Iperu.

The First Member for the Abeokuta Province,
The Honourable A. Soctan, the Aro of Kemta.

The Second Meniber for the Abeo]\ula ]’10\'111ce
’ Mz S. 0. Bankole.

The Second Member for the Ondo Province,

Mr P. A. Oladapo

'l‘he First Nominated Member,
The Venerable Archdeacon T.. A. Tiennon, 0.B.E..

 The Second Nominated Member,
The Honourable Akinpelu Oblsesdn 0. 1; E.

The Fourth Nominated Member

- The Honourable G. I. Obase]\i
The Fifth Nominated \Iembel o
- Mr E. A. Sanda.
| ABSENT
JNOFFICIAL MEeMBERS

The Honourable the Oba ‘Aderemi, C.M.G.,
' The Oni of Ife.:

" The First Member for ﬂle Ondo Prm m(e
' Mr J. B. Arifalo.’ -

Thé Third Nominated Membel

e The Honourable T. A. Odutoln 0.B.E.
. PRAYERS |
Hls Honour the Chief Comlmssxoner opened the proceedings with
prayers. v :

CONFIRMATION oF MINUTES

‘The minutes of the meeting held on the 18th of Deéember, 1948,
having been printed and circulated to Members, ‘were taken as read
,,.md confirmed. : o
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- Conference came into being this region consisted of a large number "
of water-tight compartments, each sufficient unto itself and a little

suspicious of what its neighbour was up to. The bringing together

“of Chiefs in Conference did go a long way to destroy that attitude.

Chiefs met each other, some for the first time, and found many
matters of common interest to discuss and problems to solve.

- Barriers of mutual buspicion were broken down.

Then came the new Constitution and the place of the Chiefs’ |
Conference was. taken by the House of Assembly which I row
address. : '

This House, from its very inception, has worked in halmony 'Lnd
mutual undelstandlno' and it is to the original spadework put in by
the Chiefs at their Annual Conferences that we larﬂ‘ely 'owe’ our
success. :

On the whole we can fairly congratulate ourselves on VVester‘n' '

Region. solidarity. I do not believe that a serious student of

. Nigerian affairg can honestly believe that fragmentation or splitting

up of this region would provide any answer at all to its many
-problems: it would merely add a further load to those which we-

. already bear.

Phnnlno Constitutional reform is very excltmo and there are very
feW of us W‘ho do not believe that we have a Worthy contribution to-

“make.  But to me it is a relief to turn to something which 1is
infinitely more important. Something on which the future of

Nigeria must depend whatever may be 1ts Constitution—I refer to
the land. The population of the world—and of Nigeria—is
increasing, the supply of food for that population is not. We must,

as someone put it, make three ears of corn grow where one—or none
—grew before. To conserve and to restore the fertility of the soil
is going to be vital. You will therefore be interested to know that
spreliminary work has started by the setting up of an Agricultural
- Enquiry branch for the Western Provinces. A meolnnlsed Farm’
Unit is planned, together with workshops and training facilities. -
Some of the machinery ordered has arrived and is being assembled.

The standard of farming by settlers from established Farm Schools -
has unfortunately not proved as high as it should be and it is thought
there may be something wrong with the settlement policy. There-
are indications that one or two large group settlements may well
'produce better results than small scattered and isolated groups.
This is being pursued. Fertilizer trials are being conducted at Moor -
Plantation and on the Benin Sands. :

We have then the vital problem of Soil conservation and we are
investigating three different means by which it can be attacked—
by mechanised farming, by large group farming settlements and by
the use of chemical fertilizers. I am sure tlmt your Regional
Deputy Director of Agriculture, Mr 'Johns, will be glad to dlscuss
this most important matter with those who are interested—and who
is not?P—and to listen to any advice or suggestions which you may

. {
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have to' offer. = It is impossible to e\a gerate the importance of this

matter of the bOll compared witis WLlth other matters seem to pale
into 111\10111ﬁcance " Danger lies in the fact that so many people
are unaware of the fact that this problem exists at all.

Before I close I should like io give you two quotations and to
commend them as deserving your deepest consideration. The first
was spoken in this hall some years ago to the Chiefs’ Confererice
by the late Sir Bernard Bourdillon, then Governor of Nigeria, It
must be our policy,” he said, ““to work for closer co-operation
between the traditional leaders of the people and the people them-
selves, especially those people who have had the advantage of greater
education. This requires some sacrifice on the part of the traditional
leaders on the one hand, and on the other hand a real attempt by the

~ educated classes to understand the attitude and problems of those

who, by tradition, are entitled to a portion.of authority. Only by

. this careful blending of what is best in the old and what is best in-

the new can our object be achieved.” Our ob_ject being of course, *
the progress of Nigeria. ' :

- The other quotation is from the %peech of His Majesty the King

" at the opening of Colonial Month in London on the 21st of June

this year. ¢ Progress depends on a true sense of partnership
between all sections of society, rulers and ruled, each giving its best
to the common weal; and I look confidently to the traditional rulers

‘and chiefs, and also to the political leaders and representative bodies,

to:promote co-operation in their various spheres and to set their
faces against faction and the sowing of distrust.”

- I do ask you in all sincerity to accept and believe thexvital_truth
which 1s contained in these two quotations. Troubles we have had

and troubles doubtless we shall have; the vast majority of these are -
‘caused by an inability—or perhaps a deliberate refusal—to. accept- |
this truth. Progress depends on co-operation, on partnership in its

widest sense; progress ceases whegye people, actuated by whatever

- motive, try to make co- operatlon impossible. As T have said.in
,nnother place, this Government is not prepared to sit back and see
' progress sunk into stagnation or stirred into turmoil by irresponsi-

ble people. In the state of development reached by this 'country
irresponsible people who find themselves in a position of responsi-
bility can do untpld harm. It is the obvious duty of Government to -
see that this does not happen, a duty which Government has been
called upon to perform recently in a part of the Western Region.

In the particular instance I have in mind, a Town Council consist-

‘ing i the main of young eclected counsellors refused, after warning

and advice, to co-operate with their Town Head. All progress was

" at a standstill and o quite impossible situation-existed. .I visited

the town miyself and after personally making quite certain in regard
to the comiplete irresponsibility of the Coun01l I gave instructions
for its dissolution. Had I not done so, Government would have been
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Nigeria. The main object of the Petition is to obtain the assistance
of the House to have the Igbominas grouped with their brethren in
the Western Provinces. The Petitioners are not peculiar in their

desire, since it is commonly known that in the recommendations of .
the Western Regional Conference on the review of the Nigerian

Constitution reeently held at Tbadan, the same view has been clearly

expressed with particular reference to modification of boundaries in -

the administrative re- arrangement of Nigeria in the near future.
The recommendation, as will be seen from the pamphlet to which I
may be allowed to refer states as follows :—

“ ... .. That States should be formed with a view to
ethnic and/or linguistic basis, such area as may be found
by the Com1111<s1on to have affinities with a particular State
slmll belong to the State to which 1t 1s related.”’

The. Tlas and Igb()llllll"l% have been enduring very patlently for a -
long time the inconvenience arising from the Government Adminis-

trative boundary separating them from one another, but they now
entertain the hope that the portion just referled to in the

- Recommendations of the Western Regional. Conference would be

successful, and they are anxious to leave no stone unturned with a
view to recording their wishes and their needs before their more
powerful, militant and articulate neighbours and friends such as the

- Egbas, . the Ijebus, the 1nh'1b1tfmts of other parts of the Oyo

Province, and even of the capital city of Lagos, come forward with
their cases.

It may probably be suggested that the petition has not been4

couched in particularly scholastic terms, but I may point out that
Hla has but a few, if any, sons in the ‘“ learned > professions at
present, and. that the petition has at least the merit of blunt
simplicity and frankness. Your Honour, it is the first petition of
the sort to come before this House since its inauguration and it is
my pride and privilege to present it now with the motion that it may
be referred to a Select Committee of the House for discussion and

such action as may be deemed fit having due regard to the particulars
and facts cited in the Petition. : :

Your Honour I beg to move.

His Honour

Official Meinbers Wlll abstain from voting. ' The question is in
the terms of the mot1on Those in favour say “f Aye ” those to the

contrary, ““No’’. The ““ Ayes ’’ have it.

Details of the Select Committee will be dlscussed at a later date

" Papers Lam

“The Actmg Secretary, Western Provinces: _
Your Honour, I rise to lay on the table the. followmcr papers :
Bill for the Mandated and Trust Territories Ordlnanoe, '

- 1949

O}
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(f) Motion by the Acting - Secretary (Development),
Western Provinces, that the House do appoint
members of the Western - Cotton Representative
Committee. ' '

QUESTIONS.

. NOTE.—Replies to Questions Nos. 35, 66, 73 and 77 by the
Fifth Nomm‘mted Member; Nos. 46, 49, 50 03 56 and 78 by the
Second Member for the Warri Province and No. 44 by the First
Member for the Benin Province are not yet ready. Parts (a) and -
(b) of Question No. 64 by the Fifth Nominated Member are .
disallowed. Question No. 38 lhad bun withdrawn by the First
Member ior the Benin Province.

1e, First Member for the Ovyo Provmce (Chlef I B Akmyele,
0. B E., the Osi Balogun of Ibadan)

4. To ask the SGCILtdly, A\ esteln Provmce% —

(1) - -What is the population of each Dlstnct or Sub—Native-
athority in the Ibadan Division?

() How many (a) Primary Schools (b) See onrl ary S(,hools (c) .
sachers’ Training Institutions are there in each Dlstrlct
nSWer— '

he Actmg Secretary, Western Provinces :

(1) The approximate population, based on the number of tax-
wers (adult males) multiplied by foul 18— :

Ibadan e e e 292 000
Iwo 84 000
erbedme i e, 80 400
Alye(hde e e 39 600
Igboora ... ... 38,800
Binukonu ... cee 18 000
Oshogbo ... e 56,800
Tide e ... 46,800
Ogbomosno e ... 76,800 -
Kjigho ... 21,200 -
Ifelodun . ... U .ee ... 58,000 .
" Odo-Otin ... .. R2,400.
() (a) Primary Schools. .
: Senior Junzor T ofal
Ibadan el 64 : 190 254 -
Iwo ... . 12 50 . .62
Ogbomosho ... ... 5 ' 13 - 18
Ljigho .. 1 ’ 2 - 3
Odo-Otin ... .. b6 - R3 19
Ifelodun ... 14 33 47
Ede ... .. 5! - 16 21
Oshogbo 12 - 24 . 36
Fgbedore 4 16 - 20
Alyedade ... 1 4 )
~ Binuk -~ oL —- 8 : -8 .
Tgboo — e o1
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(1) \Vhat steps huve bu,u taken to dllebt the bpledd of the
‘deadly disease?

- (i) What is the total number of cases reported during 1948 and‘
up to date?

(uwr) What is the total number of deaths repmted durlno the same

period?
Answer— ‘

‘The Deputy Director of ‘Medical Services:

- .(¢) Isolation of reported cases and vaccination of contacts. Mass:

vaccination of population in villages and surrounding areas where

cases have been reported. The number of vaccinations performed

in recent years has been:—
‘ Benin Division Agbor Division

1947 . . .. 129,257 26,861
1948 ... ... ... 79,906 35,982
1949% .. .. .. 45,117 . 26,226

“* first five months

(27) In 1948, seventy-four cases were reported in Benin Division -

and 120 cases in Agbor Division.
In 1949 for the first half of year li-.L cases have been reported

from Benin Division and 215 cases from Agbor Division. The

nuinber of cases reached a maximum in March and the outbreak
hag since-been on the.decline although sporadic cases were still
being reported in June.

(722) In 1948, eight deaths were reported from Benin DlVISIOIl and
fifteen deaths from Agbor Division.

In 1949 for the first half of year there were ﬁfteen deaths 1n Benln

Division and ﬁfty—one deaths in Agbor Division.

" The First Member .for the Benin Provmce (Chief H. 0. Osagle, |

the Aighobahi of Benin):

41. To ask the Deputy Director of "Medical Se1v1ceb -—

In view. of the high incidence of small-pox in the Benin Provmce,
1s 1t not necessary to introduce compulsory vaccination and an

intensive campaign for vaccination?

L\ nswer—

The Deputy Director of Medical Services :

Vaceination is already compulsm y as laid down in the V accmatlon
Ordinance No. 60 of 1917 as amended by the Vaccmatlon (Amend-
ment) Ordinance, 1945.

- An intensive vaceination campaign has be(,n proceeding but it is

considered that the number of vaccinations performed could have
been greatly increased had there been more co- -operation on the part
of the public. Vaccinations performed in Benin Provmce durlno

~ the. past three years have been as below :—

1947 cee e 156, 118
1948 ... ... .. 115,888
1949 ..o L L 71,343 (first ﬁve months of year)

o — v —
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(b) No, Sir.
(¢) Two years.

(d) Yes, Sir.

" The Second Member for the Warrl Province (Mr W. E Mowarm)

“47. To ask the Secretary, Western Provinces:—

(@) Is it a fact that at present, in Warri, it is the practlce to
allocate telephones only on Commercial rates of #£14 per annum, even
though the applications are for residential instailations?

~(b) If yes, is the practice not considered extortlonate and should
1t not-he stopped?

Answefr—— :

The Acting Secretary, Western Provinces:

(a). Yes, Sir. | R .
(b) No, Sir. While supplies of telephones and other stores remain _
short, it is considered advisable that they should be reserved as far
as posmble for business purposes. :

‘The Second Member for the Warri Province (Mr W E. Mowarm) ,

48. To ask the Secretary, Western Provinces:—

In view of recent aevelopment and establishment of the Warri
College at Ughelli, will- Government consider the advisability of . -
dredglng the Okpari-Iwreku River to allow all-seasonal %erv1ces of .
river crafts from the Niger to Ughelli? ‘ : '

Answer—

The Acting Secretary, Western Provinces :

No, Sir; the tortuous and overgrown etfrte of this (‘reek makes
dredging 1mpractlcable

The Second Member for the Warri Provmce Mr W. E Mowarm) ‘

51. To ask the Secretary, Western Provinces: —
" (a) What are the Development Officers in the Western Provmces_
the Region or the people?

" (b) Would Government kindly give soine indications as to.what
the benefits are in any direction (e1ther in the Region or upon the
people) arising out of these Officers’ services to necessitate further

retention of the1r offices?

Answer—-

The Acting Secretary, Western Provmces

(a) Development Officers are assisting in the development of the
Region for the benefit of the people.

(b) Thirteen Development Officers, of whom three are Africans,
were on the Western Regional Staff on lst October, 1949. Of these

Two were on leave

Two were attached to the Co-operative Department

* Two were posted to the Oil Palm Research Station

One was lent temporarily to the Electrlcal Engmeer 1n-Ch1ef

Lagos
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(b) Is Govelnment aware of the seriousness of thls actmn and -
thot it is viewed by the people ns a grave disappointment? g

(¢) When will the offices be re- opened and the staff posted to duty o
(d) If not, why not? -
Answer— , _
The Deputy Director of Agriculture :
(a) Shortage of Senior Serv1ce Staiff.
(b) Yes, Sir. A _
() When sufficient Senior: Staft 1nclud1n0‘ rehefs, are available.
The African Agricultural Supermtendent at Benin is at present

: respon51ble for agrlcultural work in Warri Province. -
(d) Does not arise.

‘The Second Member for the Warri Provmce (Mr W E. Mowarln)

55. To ask the Deputy Director of Medical Services:— .

(@) Would Government kindly consider the advisability of having

““ floating dispensary ’’ on the Niger and Benin Rivers for the use
of those v111a0‘e% on the banks of these Rivers? ,

(b) Is Government aware that outbreaks of smallpox are rampant
in these areas; and that most cases of smallpox in Warri and Sapele
, urb‘mp districts trace their Ol‘lg‘lll from the villages along these
rivers

Answer—

' The Deputy Director of Medical Serwces

(@) Yes, Sir: An attempt is already being made to organise-
““ floating dispensaries ’’ in specially fitted -canoes to enable medical
- treatment to be made available to the population between "the.
Forcados and Benin Rivers. In addition, one motor barge fitted
as a -floating ambulance and dispensary is already provided for in
Development Advance Proposals for 1950-51 and a motor launch,
i1s to be based on Forcados, for the wuse of the Medical
- Officers, . Warri, Sapele and Torcados. This will facilitate
a more 1e0ular and adequate medical supervision of these areas.

" (b) No, Sir; but two sporadic outbreaks of smallpox occurred in
.~ the Benin River arca during May and July this year. There were
forty-eight cases with fifteen deaths. A mass vaccination campaign
and other anti-variola’measures which are still in progress in the
Warri Province have brought the outbreaks under control..

- The Second Member for the Warri Province Mr W. E. Mowarm)

57. To ask the Deputy Director of Medical Services:—

(a) In view of the growing importance and population of Burutu
. and of the declining ])081t10n of Forcados would the removal of the
hospital from Forchos to Burutu be conqldere(q ? :

(b) If not, why not? .
(¢) What is the populatmn of Bulutu and I‘orcados respectlvely‘P

‘Answer— .
. The Deputy Director of Medlcal Servlce$,
' (a) No, Slr, '
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(b) The hobspitzixl was 6rigiﬁzﬂly established at Forcados for the

" benefit of the ‘considerable number of Government officials and '

employees stationed there. The Marine Department, which has
always been numerically the larwest Department in I‘o1cados still

remains there and while that is the case Government does not -

contemplate moving the hospital. Patients from Burutu are within
-easy reach of Forcados. o :

(¢) Burutu: . 6,228.
Torcados : ~,016

The Second Member for the Warri Provmce (Mr W E. Mowarm)
58. To ask the Deputy Director of Medical Services:—

() When will an Assistant Medical Officer be posted to Warri? ,

(H) What is the average number of people calling daily to see
- the Doctor at Warri? :

(¢) Is it a fact that any worker in: Wmn whose wife has reason
to go to the hospital must forgo his mid-day meal because of the

congestion at the hospital and is it a fact that pmtlen’cs are known

to wait till 4 p.m.?

Answer—
The Deputy Dzrector of Medical Services :

(a) An Assistant Medical Officer will be posted to \Vﬁrrl as soon
as the staff situation permits.

(b) 133, of whom fifty-two are new cases.
~ (¢) No, Sir.

\ The Second Member for the Warri Provmce (Mr W. E. Mowarm)
59. To ask the Deputy Director of Public Works:—

- {a) What is the reason for dropping, the one time approved
construction of new Police Quarters in Warri?

(6) f none, When will they be built?
Answer—

" The Acting Deputy Director of Pubhc Works

-+ (a) The proposal has not been dropped-and is shown in Appendix
"I of the Regional Estimates 1949-50. It has not yet been possible
to release funds for this work but a sum for this purpose has been
- included in the Agenda to be cons1dered by the next meetlng of the
’ StandmO' Committee on Iinance.

(b) To ensure that the work goes forward ne*{t year ‘1190 provision
‘hfls been made in the draft Estimates for 1950-61 for consuiemtlon

by the House of Assembly at the forthcoming budget session.

The Secend Member for the Warri Province (Mr W. E Mowarm)
60. To ask the Secretary, Western Provinces:—
When will the telewraph line to Obetim be hudp :

Answer—

The Acting Secretary, Western Provinces:

Thig line 1s high on the pr1011ty list of the Western Provmces
Owing, however, to the difficulty in recruiting qualified Posts and
, \
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_ Telegraphs technical staff and the continued shmhge of telephone ‘
and telegraph supplies, it is not possible to s'ty when this prOJect
will be completed.

. The Second Member for the Warri Province (Mr W. E. Mowarm)

61. To ask the Deputy Director of Public Works:—

(a) Is Government aware that water pipes laid in Warri about
two years ago for purpose of water supply are becoming rotten and
- that not a drop of water has yet come from them?

(b) Is Government also aware that materials ordered through
firme in Nigeria for construction of any kind arrive eftrher than
-those ordered through the Crown Agents? :

(c) If so, why is this advantage ignored in spite of so nmny

painful ‘hold-ups of schemes now be1n0‘ e\per1enced in the country’s
development programme? : : '

Answer—

“The Acting Deputy Dlrector of Public Works:

(a) The asbestos-cement pipes are reported to be in good condition,
with an estimated life of about sixty years: The 120 000 gallons
service reservoir is nearing completion and bore hole pumps are
being installed. It is expected that a limited water supply will be
avallable shortly, . pending the installation of bOOsteI pumps to
complete the full scheme -

(b) Yes, Sir. - '

(¢) Materialg are ordered through the ‘Crown Agents in the.
interest of economy and to take advantage of the engineering
inspection department The cost of materlals supplied by firms

locally 1s comsiderably above the contract prices obtained by the

Crown Agents. The Engineering Department of the Crown .Agents
for a nominal fee advises Government on the suitability of certain
~ plant and inspects all machinery to see if it is up to specification:
As regards the usual building materials the post-war shortage has

been made good and there are ample stocks in Government stores. .
Provincial Engineers have limited authority to purchase locally
when certain materials cannot be supplied from Government Stores.

There is still a large demand for heavy plant and machinery in the
United Kingdom and delays in completing indents are experienced..

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda):
. 62. To ask the Deputy Director of Agriculture:— .

(a) Wlmt 1s the basis of selection of c‘mdld‘ttes for the Tr1n1d‘1d
course? :

{b) What is responsible for the many f‘ulureq of - ‘our boys sent:
to Trinidad for this course?

(¢) Is it a fact that the Anrlcultural Dep'utment 'tttqches
no significance to successes in the courseg taken at Trinidad?

(d) Is it a fact that while some people who were successful in
their courses at Trinidad have not been promoted others who failed
have been prometed?

(¢) If so, does the Department of Agriculture not . thlnk that
this 91@ hkely to encourage future entrants not to struO‘gle for a
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Province o Division Population
Abeokuta Egba 272,000
L Egbado _ 166,000
Tjebu Ijebu 313,000
Warri Aboh 160,000
Ttsekiri ‘ 77,000
. Urhobo 243, 1000
- Western Ijaw 83, OOO

Population figures are based on the 1948 Provmcnl Annua,l.
Reports. o

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E A. Sanda)

75. To ask the Deputy Director of Public Works: —

.~ (@) Whether the Government is satisfied- with the slov ‘)I‘Oo‘leSS.'
of the Laagos-Ijebu-Ibadan Road?
~(b) How many miles have been completed and how many more
remain to be constructeld‘? . , |
~ (¢) What total amount has been e\pended up to date on thls
road COIlStI‘IlCthIlp . o

(d) Whether Government can say at thig st‘w'e when the whole
work is likely to be completed? -

(e) What will be 'the total length of the road f1 om L‘m -~-Ibada11 '

when completed ? . .
Answer— ’

The Acting Deputy Dlrector of Public Works: o
(a) No, Sir. Staff and plant shortages beyond c------9] have

retarded progress on the heavy constructlon betweer ba and -
Tkorodu. ,
~ (b) (5) Colony: Seven miles new road complete< ork on

remaining eight miles in hand.

(12) Western Provinces: Nineteen miles of new road completed,
fifteen miles of existing road improved. All open to traflic.

(¢). E\pendlture to end of Auguast was:—

Colony ... 77,960 -
-Western™ ... ce e 48,310
Total .. .. £126,270

(d) The road should be completed in the year 1951- 5 2, including
bituminous surfacing. o
(¢) Nincty miles.
The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda)
76. To ask the Secretary, Western Provinces : — -

In view of the fact that the 1948 Ordinance has precluued Chlef-
taincy Disputes from the Magistrate’s and the. -Supreme Courts,
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The Acting Secretary, Western Provinces :

Your Honour, I understand that the First Nomlnated Member
wished to propose a Motion but due notice has not been given,.
~and I wish to move that Standing Rules be suspended to allow th1s‘
motion‘to be put. :

-His Honour :

Those in favour say ‘ Aye ”’ those to the contr aly “ N o’’. The.
f“ Ayes ”’ have it. :

The First Nommated Member (The Venerable Ar‘chdeacon'v
‘L. A. Lennon, 0.B.E.):

- Your Honour, I rise to move that this House record 1ts pleasure
. at being aﬂordecl the opportunity of holding a meetmg in Benin
City and its deep appreciation of the royal Welcome given by the
Oba ‘and local community.

The First Member for the Abeokuta Provmce (The Hon A “getan,
.the Aro of Kemta):

Your Honour, I rise to second the motion, and in doing so I add
a few observations to what has been said by the mover. -Today
marks a new milestone in the history of Benin and there is no
doubt that the Oba and the people of Benin are not. insensible
to the honour conferred upon them. They already signified their
approval and appreciation by the great welcome accorded to the
. delegates exemplified by the Oba’s. invitation of some of the
delegates to the Egwa; which we call the Afin in our country, and
by the sumptuous repast served. We do appreciate the gesture.
of the Benin people and we are grateful to them. We also .
appreciate the opportunity.of meeting here, this being the first
time the Western House of Assembry has gone beyond the head-
quarters of the Western Provinces in Thadan to hold its meeting.

I second the mouon

The Fourth Nominated Member (The Hon G. 1. Obaseki) :

Your Honour, I wish to convey to Your Honour an expression
of the deepest appreciation and thanks of my constituency and
myself for Your Honour’s consideration in holding the present
meeting of the Western House of Assembly in Benm It is, of
course, not very difficult to guess that the departure from the usual
'meeting at Ibadan is due, in the main, to Your Honour’s desire
" to assure us, the peoples of the Benin and Warri Provinces that’
‘unlike what I may call their earnest desire (or perhaps afrltatlon)'.
for a separate .Region from the West arising from an increasing
sense of frustratlon at the neglect. of thelr two Provmces our .
interests and welfare have not been overlooked, as is generally .
believed, and the Government is as thouOhtful about Us ag we.are

ourselves.
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ler the United Nations Charter. It becomes necessary, there-
e, that the territory which is mow known in.our laws as the
meroons under British mandate should cease to be so known and
uld be known in future as the Cameroons under the United
ngdom Trusteeship. It becomes necessary, therefore, to mgke
essary provision to achieve that object in our Interpretation
linance which is the definition ordinance. Thut is one object of
s Bill. ' _ o - |
'he other object:—Clause 4 is consequential and proposes a
tain amendment in respect of the expression ‘‘ territory under
tish Mandate ”’ which appears in cértain ordinances, notably the
ropean Officers’ Pensions Ordinance (Chapter 26) and the
dows’ and Orphans’ Pensions Ordinance (Chapter 28). The
.t of clause 4 is to provide that such references shall- | '
(a) continue to apply to mandated territories which have not
become-Trust Territories, and _ B
(D) that this reference shall apply to mandated- territories
which have now become Trust Territories under the United
Kingdom Trusteeship. : ' .
{our Honour, I beg to move.

> Senior Resident, Oyo Province:

Cour Honour, I rise to second. . L

, Honour: - | o |

[he question is < That this Iouse do advise His Excellency that
s Bill is acceptable in principle to this House.”” Those in favour
~‘“’Aye ”’, those to the contrary “No’’. The “ Aye~ "’ *have it.

» Honour : | _ |

[he House will now resolve itself into (lommittee to cousiuer the
1 clause by clause. : : "
Touse in Committee.

Jlauses 1-4.

ritle.

Ynactment.

Touse resumed. *

e Senior Crown Counsel :

Your Hohour, I beg to report the Bill from Committee without
endment.

s Honour :

[he question is *“ That this Touse do advise His Excellency that
s Bill is acceptable to this House.” Those in favour say
Aye ’’, those to the contrary < No ’’. The ‘“ Ayes ’’ have it.
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A BirL ror AN ORDINANCE FURTHER TO AMEND THE NIGERIa Cocos

: MARI\E’llN(x Boarp ORDINANCL 1947 ’

g The Deputy Director of Agrlculture

Your Honour; I rise to move a resolution that thls House do
advise Hig Lxcellency the Governor that the Bill for an Ordinance
further fo amend the Nigeria Cocoa Marketing Board Ordlnance,
1947, i \cceptable to0 this House. ‘ '

The ob;]ec’cs of thig amending Bill are:—

(a) To limit the exemption from the Income Tax Ordinance,
1943, which the Board enjoys to the provisions of sections
26 and 43 of that Ordinance. - -

(()) To enable the Cocoa Marketing Board to m‘xke and the

Government to receive loans: The actual termg of each

such loan will be a imatter for negotiotions-betWeen the
parties, but an agreement will be of no effect until the
terms have been approved by resolutlon of the Leolslatlve..

1

' Counecil.
- Your Honour, I beg to move,

The Fifth Nommated Member (Mr E A. Sanda):
Your Honou1 I sze t0 second

His Honour :

The questlon is ¢ That this House do advise Hls E\cellency that:

-this Bill is acceptable in principle to th1s House ’” Those in.favour

say * Aye”’, those to. the contrary ‘“ No >’. The ‘“ Ayes ’’ have it.

The House ‘will now resolve 1tse1f into Comm1ttee to consider the

Bill clause by clause.

“House 1n Commattee, : )
" Clauses 1-3. : ‘

Title. '

Enactment.

House resumed.

‘The Deputy Dlrector of Agriculture:

Your Honour I ben' to 1eport the Bill from Commlttee \nthou‘t‘.‘

amendment.
His Honour :

The question is ¢ That {his House do advise His Exoellenoy that

this Bill is acceptable to this House.” Those in favour suy
“ Aye ”’, those to the contrary ‘“ No’’. The ““ Ayes have it.

A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE L\(Is] OR])I’\T&N(‘] 1941

- The Senior Crown Counsel :

Your Honour, I rise to move a resolution that this House do
. advise His Excellency the Governor that the Bill to amend the
E};oise Ordinance, 1941, is aooeptable to the House, : :

. .
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His Honour :

The question 1s ‘“ That this Iouse do advise His Excellency that
this Bill 1s acceptable in principle to this House.”” Those in favour
say ‘“ Aye ', those 1o the coutrary ““ No ”’. The ‘“ Ayes ’’ have it.

The House will now resolve itself into Commlttee to cons1der the
Bill clause by clause.

House 1n Committee.
Clauses 1-2.

Title.

Lnactment.

House resumed.

The Senior Crown Counsel : |
Your Hounour, I beg to rep01t the Bill flom Committee without

amendment ' - : :

His Honour :

" The questlon is ¢ That this House do advise Hig I‘\c’ellency that
. this Bl is acceptable to this House.”” Those in favojr say
 ““Aye 7, those to the contrary “ No’’. The.‘ Ayes’ . have it.

A Brir ror AN ORDINANCE TO FURTHER AMEND-THE NATIVE
CrmiLpren (Custony AND RErorMATION) ORDINANCE (CAP. 82)

The Senior Crown Counsel : .
Your Honour; I beﬂP to move a resolutlon that this wouwse do

advise His Excellency the Governor that a Bill further '~ mend .
the Native Children (Custody and Reformation). C.dinw..- (Cap.
82) is acceptable to this House. - §

~ When, under the plesent law, a Judge or Magistrate issues a.
mandate for the detention of a (,hlhl n a reformatory or such places,
the expense of maintaining that child during the period of deten-
- tion has hitherto been borne from the gener: 2l revenue of Nigeriu. -
Now the object of this Bill is to empower a Judge or Magistrate
~who makes an order for the mandate to include in that orderv a
sentence to the effect that the father or step-father of the child, or .
the mother or step-mother or the guardian, should make some
contribution towards the maintenance of the child. Members will
observe that there is provision in the Bill that this power would
not be exercised except in cases where the Court ig satisfied that the
need for the mandate arose from the neglect of the father or foster
parent of the child. Also, the Bill prevides two other safeguards.
~“That is, before the Court makes any order, it will be sntisfied by
- examination conducted by 1itself that the parent has the neans to
" make-the contribution required under the Ordinance and, secondly,
- no order for contribution will be in excess of £4 per month.

- Your Honour, I beg to move.

4
Lo









