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I. DESCRIPTION OF COURSE CONTENT 
Why problems of Interpretation Arise; Parts of a Statute and their uses in 
Interpretation (in brief). 

The role of the Draftsman in Statutory Interpretation; Rules of Interpretation: 
Literal Rule; the Golden Rule or (Purposive rule); the Mischief Rule; the Ejusdem 
Generis Rule; the Expressio unius exclusion alterius Rule; the Noscitur a sociis Rule; 
the Blue Pencil Rule. Presumptions; the Interpretation Act and its Application in 
Statutory Interpretation. 

II. RECOMMENDED READINGS: 
(Please feel free to read any other relevant materials) 

1. Maxwell, Sir P.B., Interpretation ofStc:tute (12th ed., passim) 

2. Lord Denning, The Discipline of Law, pp. 9 - 22. 

3. Cross , Statutory Interpretation (Butterworths, 19'76). 

4. BadaikC A D., Interpretation of Statutes (Tiken Publishers, Lagos, Nigeria, 1996). 

5. Obilade, A 0., The Nigerian Legal System (Sweet & Maxwell, 1979), Ch. 3, p. 56 et seq 

6. NIALS (eds. Azinge & Madu). Fundamentals of Legislative Drafting, Ch. 4, 5, 6, 7, 
8, 11 and 13. __ .. 

7. Allen, C. K., Law in the Making (Clarendon Press, . Oxford, 1978). Ch. VI, esp. 
Section V, pp. 482- 503 and Section VI, pp. 503 ..: 530.- · 

8. Black's Law Dictionary, 9th ed. (as may be relevant) 

9. Sasegbon's Laws of Nigeria (as may be relevant). S ·-

10. Imhanobe, S. 0., Lawyer's Deskbook, Vol. 2, pp. :956r ~ :973 i .:, ::~ . n .. . :./ . · j ·u,. · · :,, ):',·_::. , ' 

11. Ilegbune, C. U., "Statutory Interpretation: The1mptegnabl~ Reign"of Literg.lisrtr!':j.; . ::t :·•t _ 
N . · ] 'd ' IR · V l 3 (1978 1988) •'··14·5,. ----,·:tsn ,.·,; .. ~ r · ::> . -~· ., · . i/r··· -, , 1 · ·.-~- · 1genan un 1ca evww, o. - ,pp: ·• . ·~ - :"\: . tl! _ iC. : It .: tt,!· . .. ·~ - ·.: ~ . t-•• ·.; !. . , . :· l.-

12. Also see Judicial decisions and Journal ar ticle's ?as. r:elevant. ·,li :i. d :3 ~: j .y - j :· : i 


