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Debates i11 tl1e " / ester11 I-:louse of 
Assen1hly 

Tuesday, lith October, 1949 

Pn r f:l uanl to notiue the Members of the Western House 
of .. A.ssembly met in the Conference Hall, Benin, a~ 
10 a.m. on Tuesday, the 11th of October, 1949. 

'l'l1e Chi ef Colllll lissiml el', \\'esiern Jh·oyiuces, 
Hil-i Ho11our '1' . C. Hoskyns-Ahrahall, C .M.G. 

Tilt· SP.11im R.t'i-ii(lt~ nt. o.,·o J>n>vince , · 
llh P. V. Main. 

'l'ilt• J{.psidl'ni, HI' IIi 11 Prm·i llt'l', 
~lr H .. 1. M . ( ~''"'"('''· 

'I' ll(' I :(•sidt'llt. l.i(·hu I' ro,·i )\('( ', 
nlr H . L. M . H ll it' II p l'. 

'l'hp ltt>sident, ( )nllo J.>roYi lll'l', 
?~Ir u . .. .-\.. r osp t·r. · 

Till' . .:\ding H.esi,h•ni, Ah(~ld\llLI l>rovinee, · 
· llfr I. F .. \\T. S('ilolit->1,1. 

Till' Ading St>l·n•t:~1·_v, \\Tps(l·rn 11r0\·inees , 
:Mr '1.'. 111. SII<JIIki:~IHl. 

'l'ltl' ,:\ <'i ing ~· l'!'l'l;i:~ ·r.v (J..t'ilt<lll!'l'), \\ rl's(l•rn l'1·ovinces, 
~I r A . ( 1 . H . Moo r i n g . 

'.L'Itt• Adi ng- Se<'n•h1r.v (Dt•n-• lopnH·n j-), \\r e:->iern Provinces,.. 
nh H. SpoHi:-;,yoocle . 

' I' lit' _.\t ·i i 11g Ht•sidt'nt. \\' :~ni PmYi IWl ~ . 
llh .. A . .H . A . d l' U <1 r:-; to ll . 

T ilt · Dt·put.v J)in·dor or ~l(•(li(·al Sl'n·ices, 
DrS. L.A . 1lbnuw:1, O.H.K 

'l'ltt~ Ading Dt·puiy Din~dor of Education, 
Mr \V. T. 11Lwl,l'll, o.n .E . 

'l'h t• D eputy Dirt>dm of Agriculture, 
M.r R. Johns, o.H.E. 

'L'l1e Acting ])l~ pu ty lhredor of Public vVorks, 
nfr \\ ' . .1\ . .i\lld( •J':-;() 11 . 

'!'ilt• Sl·llior l' ro\\·n ( :ounsd, 
llh H.. ..:\ . ] )o Ill~ d .y. 
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l i NOFJo'ICJ .\L :Mr~ .\llll·: r:s 

'J'It<~ Holl<lllr;tble Orr1o N ' Oh;t ,\k<•rt;~,ua II, c .. \L.c;. , 
rrh e Oba of Heni11. 

~'he First :Member for i-lw Oyo l>roYiJU't~, 
Chief I . H. Akinyele, o.H.E. ,· the 0 :-:; i B<lloguu of Ibadau. 

rl'he Second Member for the Oyo Province, 
Chief J. 1-t. rl'urton) the Risawe of Ilesha. 

'l'he First Member for the B e1tin Provi111:e , 
. · ChiPf I-I: 0. O~<mg-je , the Aig-lrobalri of Benin. 

1'], e Second Member fur the B enin Province, 
Chief ldogu, the Oloklle of Okpe . 

rl'h e First :Member for th e '\Yarri ProYinee, 
Chief J essa Ogboru. 

The Sec<m<l Member for tl1e \Varri ProYin<·<: , 
. Mr \V. E. Mowarin. 

rl'he 1\Iemher for tlw Ijebu Provi 11c·e, 
( ~ hi ef A. (). Okupe , th e Alaperu of lperu. 

rrhe Fir::;t :Memlwr fm· thP Abeokui<L J>roYince . 
rl'he H0noura.bl(~ A. :--lodan. tltP Aro of K enda . 

T]t\" St•coucl Mend··<'l' for the Aht•oknLt ProYince, 
:MrS. 0. B<tllkol<-' . 

TllP ~eeoncl ~femlwr for tire <lrtd<r J>rm·ill<' c , 
:Hr P. A. Ohd;q,o . 

] 'he Fir1'it :.\' ominatPd Mt>ltrl>Pr, 
. Tltt-~ \ ~ c> llc ' l ' ;thll' .i\n ·ltclc• ;ti'Oil ! ,_ ;\. l ,<'llllllll. O.H.E. 

rrlr (' S el'llJICl ) ; ()]IIi 11;1 j I' ll )Jc•ntlll'l', 
rl'lre Holt()lll ';) hlc ~ Aki ll]ll'ltr ( Jhi :-; (' :" <111. (J.I I. l:. 

Tlt<' F ourth N mnin;ti-'<: 11 'Jic•ntlwr , 
'.l'h !:' Honourabi L' (J . .! . ( )h;ls <· ki. 

· TJ1 e Fi fth ·Ncmin;d·.erl l\l1~ lltlwr , 
:\fr E . ...:\ . S;lll<h . 

• \ -I~S I•:N r.r 
I · s u v 1•1 c 1.\ L ?\f r·: .\1 11 Ells 

rJ'It e HoUOUl'<thiE:' ihe Oh;t Aderl:'mi , c .~[.U. , 
· The Oni of lfe. 

Tbc-~ Fir~t A!Pm bc'·r fm i lrc-~ On<lo Pnwinre, 
Mr .T. H. Ariblo. 

TIH~ Tltircl N <' lllill<ttc•cl :M emlwr , 
''l'hl' Hnnourub]p T . A. Oclu!·oLt , n.11.E . 

P RAYERS 
Hi~ Honc llll ' i lt<· C'ltic·f Contmi ss iolll' r opl'llt'<l ilr e pnwrecli.11 2;s with 

p r; 1 ·" <·· r:-;. 

C oNFIRM .t\TION OF M I NUTES 

rrlt c• lniuul< •s· of 11 , ~ · 11 1\' < ' t i lt ~· l11 ·lcl 01 1 i it P 1St1t <li' D c: c· c•mhn. l D ~1 S , 
l 1 ;tYin g bel'H 1n·i 111 1:' <1 ;1111 I 1·i rc·ul ;I 1 c• cl to :Jic•JIJ h f' l'S, ·w< ' l'< ' h k <'a i t :" J' P:.trl 

:111r l rn1d-l rmr tl . 
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OATHS 

'rhe following took the oath as Members of the House:
Mr H. L. M. Butcher, 

'l'he Resident, Ijebu Province. 
Mr R. A. Vosper, 

The Resident, Ondo Province. 
Mr I. F. W. Schofield, 

'l1he Acting Resident, Abeokuta Province. 
Mr A. G. H. Mooring, 

'l'he Acting Secretary (Finance), Western Provinces. 
Mr A. R. A. de Garston, 

The Acting Hesident, \Val'I'i Province. 
Mr R. Johns, o.n.E., 

The Deputy Director of. Agriculture. 
Mr W. A. Anderson, 

The Acting Deputy Director of Public Works. 
'l'he Secoml Member for the Abeokuta Province, 

Mr S. 0. Bankole. 
'l'he S(H~tmd Member for the Benin Province, 

Chief ] dogu, the Olokpe of Okpe. 
'l'he Second :Member for the Ondo Province, 

Mr P. A. Oladapo. 
'l'he Second Member for the \Varri Province, 

Mr vV. E. Mowarin. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

His Honour the Chief Commissioner, Western Provinces: 
MEMBERs oF THE WESTERN HousE oF AssEMBLY 

' 

3 

It is unusual for your President to address you on occasions other 
than the Budget Session and you may think it particularly so in 
view of the fact that we shall be embarking on our Budget Ses::;ion 
in the comparatively near future. 

Hut this is an o<~easion. For the fin;t ·time this Assembly :is 
lllt>ding hPre in thi8 hiRtori<· City of Benin. The history of Benin 
would till a large volume, today we are adding our own morlest 
page to that long history. Our thanks are due to the Oba of Benin 
and the people of Benin for their welcome to us here; we are indeed 
grateful to them. Much benefit has been derived from having 
meetings of Legislative Council at Kaduna and Ibadan anrl similaFly 
I feel we shall all benefit by having this meeting of the Honse here 
at Benin. New friends are to be made, ue'vv activities ancl under
bkings visite<l ntHl our ~ ~xperienet~ witlened. 

Some of you must inevitably be thinking back over the yeai·s to 
another meeting ;Jf significance and importance which took plaee 
in this City. I refer to the Chiefs' Conference which was held here 
·m Hl42. I think ] a.m rig;ht in saying that before the Chiefs' 
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Conference came into being t.hi::; region consisted of a large number 
of water-tight compartments, eac.:h suffi<.:ieut unto itself and a little 
suspiciout; of what its neighbour was up to. 'l'he bringing together 
of Chiefs in Conference did go a long way to destroy that attitude. 
Chiefs met en.cl1 other, some for the first time, and found many 
matters of common interest to discuss and problems to solve. 
Barriers of mutual suspicion were broken down. 

Then came the new Constitution and the place of the Chiefs' 
Conference was taken by the House of Assembly which I now 
address. 

'l'his House, from its very inceptiou, has ,,;orked iu harmony and 
mutual understanding and it is to the original Hpadework put in by 
the Chiefs at their Annual Couferenees that we largely owe our 
success. 

· On the vdwle we can fairly congratulate ourselves on \Vestern 
Hegion solidarity. I do not believe .that a serious student of 
Nigerian affairs can honestly believe that fragmentation or splitting 
up of this .region woulcl provide any ~mswer at all to its many 
problems: it would merely uclcl a further loacl to those wl1ich ·we 
already bear. 

Planning Constitutional reform is very ex<.:iting and there are very 
few of us w'ho do not believe that we have a worthy contribution to 
make. But to nie it is a relief. to turn to something which is 
infinitely mo1;e jmportant. Something on which the future o£ 
Nigeria must depend whatever may be its Constitution-I refer to 
the lund. Tlw population of t.he world-and of Nigeria-is 
inereasi:ug, the supply of food for that population is not. \Ve must, 
as someone put it, make three ears of corn grow where one-or none 
-grew before. 'l'o conserve and to restore the fertility of the soil 
is goii1g to be v !tal. You will t.l~erefore be interested to know that 
preliminary work ha:-; shn·re<1 by the Hetti ng up of an · Agricultural 
Enquiry branch for the \Ve:-;tent Provin('es. A mec.:haniRecl Fa.rm 
Unit iR phmned, together with workshops and training fucilities. 
Some of the machinery ordered has arrived and is being assemblecl. 

The standatd of farming by settlers from established Farm Schools 
has unfortunately not provecl as high a:-; it shoulcl b(~ ancl it is thought 
there may be something wrong with ill(~ settlement policy. There 
are inclicntions t-hat mw or twl.i brge group settlements may well 
produce bette1· results tlw,n small scatterecl and ·isolated groups. 
rl'his i~ being pursued: Fertilizer trials are being conducted at Moor 
Plantation and on t'he Benin Sands. 

\Ve have then lhe vital problem of Soil conservation ancl We are 
investigating three l1ifferent means by which it ean be attacked
by Jllel··hnniHed farming, by hq2y gmup fnnning sl'Hlements nlHl by 
the use of chemil·td h~rtiliJ~:Prs. I ~llll sure that your Hegional 
Deputy Din-'dm· of Agrif'u1ture, Mr .Tohns, iYill he glacl to lliscuss 
this most .i1Hportant mntter with i"llOSL~ who arc intcrestecl-ancl who 
is nol ~-and to listen to tmy achif'e or f'Ug'gt•st ions which yon may 
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lmve to oirer. It i:::; impossible to exuggende tlte imporbttt.: c of this 
mutter of the ::;oil, eolnpan·<l with wl1il"lt otlwr maLten; t->eem to pule 
into insiguific:tn<:e. D:lllg<~r lies in the fad that so many people 
are una\r<tl'e of the l'ut"t. that tlti s problem exists ntall. 

Before I dose I sltuultl like to give you two quotations and to 
commend them us deserving your deepest consideration. 'rhe first 
was ~:~poken in this hall some year~:~ ago to the Chiefs' Conference 
by t'he late Sir Bermll'(l ]Jounlillou, then Governor of Nigeria. " It 
must be our poli<~y ," Itt~ said, " to work for closer co-operation 
between the traditional leaders of the people and the people them
selves, especially thuse peorJl e who have had the advantage of ·greater 
ed ueation. · 'fhis 1 e<l u ires some sanifiee on the part of the trndi tional 
le~ul e rs on the one hnu<l , :m<l on the other hand a real attempt by the 
e<lueute<l c.lasses to uuclerstnml th e attitude and problems of those 
who, by tradition , are eutitle<l to n portion of authority. Only by 
this careful blelHling of what is best in the ol<l and what is best in 
the new can our obj ect be aehi_eve<l." Our obj eet being of course, 
the progress of Nigeria. 

The other quotutioll is from the SJH~t>ch of His :Majesty the King
at the opening of ColoJtial Month in Lon<loH on the Zlst of June, 
thiR year. " l'rugress <lepe}l(l s on a true st~nse of purtuerAhip 
between all :::;edinus uJ ~oeidy, rulers anti ruled, ea<·lt giving its be ~·rt 
to the eommon weal; <ttHl l look <'otdidently to the tnulitionalnders 
und chiefs, :m<l also to the polihc<.llleaclers and r epresentative bodies, 
to promote co-operation in their ·various spheres a1Hl to set their 
faces against faction awl tl1e sowing of distrust." 

I do· ask you in all sincerity to accept ancl believe the vital truth 
which is containeil in these two quotations. Troubles we have had 
and troubles doubtles:-; 've shall have; the vast majority of these arP 
caused hy <Ill inabilily-or perlutp~ a rlelibt:.•ndP rdusal-to n< ~ce pl: 
thi ~:~ truth. l'rngress tl epench on eo-operation, ou partnership in its 
wi<lest sense; progres~ ceases where peopl e , actuated by whatever 
rnotive, try to make co-operation impossible. As I h:we saic1 in 
ttnothe~· place, this Government is not. prepat'e<l to :lit back and see 
progress sunk into stn.gnation or stinecl into turmoil by irresponsi
ble peopl<•. In iJ1e sLd.e of tlevdopmeut reached by this country 
inesponsible people who fiwl i.lwmselves in a position of responsi
bility cn n <lo untol<l lwrm. It is the obvious duty of Government to· 
see. that this cloet-> not happen, a iluty which Government has been 
callecl upm1 to perform r ecenily in a part of the \Vesteru llegiou. 

In the particular insianre I have in miml, a Town Coune.il eonRist
ing in the muin of young elected <'Ol.msellors refust>cl, after warning 
:mel n<lvi<·P, to ('. 0-0]ll'l'<th~ wit.ll tltPll' rrown Htin<l. All progress "·a~ 
a.t a stand still an<l <t quit<-• impossibl<' sihwhou e.xist<><l . I visited 
the towH mys<'lf :md ;d'i<•r p<·r~on<t l l.v m<tking quii:P rerbin ii1 n~gnrd 
io t lt (' ('()Ill pi<· t (' i l'J'('i" pollS i hi 1 it ,v (l r t.lll· Counr·i l. r g':tYP illS t:ruc lin ll:i 
for its d .issolnt.ion. lT:td T nid. d(lllt' S(l, Clon•rllllll'td. would h.ll\'l' hl'l'lt 
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rightly accused of condoning lawlessness and irresponsibility. I 
can do no more than express the hope that those who may be tempted 
to beha_v,e as did that, rrown Council, will see the light in time. 

rrhere is, I believe, a Yoruba proverb to the effect that if there 
are no elders a town is spoilt; if the head of a family dies, the 
family house becomes a ruin. vVe do not want our town-our 
\Vestern Region-to be spoilt because r esponsible people fail to 
play their part, giving place to others who aJlow themselves to be 
swept off their feet by political dich es the meaning of which they 
do not begin to understand. vVhat we want today is solid, steady 
progress controlled by solid citizens, by those who want Ro1~e built 
but know it cannot be built in a day. Let us beware of the high 
sounding phraseology of political theories, whether we are talking 
about the Constitution of Nigeria or th e Constitution of an Authority 
or rrown Council. Let us ab.ove all else be realistic and evolve some
thing which ·is going to 'vork. I hope you will forgive me if I say 
that in this particular respect-in -respect of realism-the 
recommendations o:t' the vV estern Regional Conference on the 
Revision of the Constitution fell far short of those of the other two 
regions. This fact was, I am sure, fairly obvious to some of you 
and a real, but alas unsuccessful., effort was made to call the 
discussion back from the " Cloud Cuckooland " (to quote a member) 
in which it was floating to t.he realms of reality. It is no use r.rying 
over spilt milk but I do earne:·d.ly ask those of yon who will be form.:. 
ing the \Vestern Region's team at the General Conference to keep 
your feet firmly on the gronnd anrl refuse to be swept up into the 
clouds by the heady wine of politicrtl rhetoric. · 

Not only has the Ship of State itself got to be seaworthy, but its 
crew has got to know its business. Otherwise disaster is inevitable. 

I hope members will agree with me that there have always been 
in this House that true sense of partnership and that close 
co-operation which 8pell progress an<l I believe that in the Western 
Hegion steady progress will continue in spite of occasionill attempts 
~lt sabotage. 

\Ve are blending what is best in the ol<l and what is best in the 
new and with goodwill on both sides and with the guidance wi~hout 
which the affairs of men must go awry, we can confidently carry on 
our part in building .up a progressive and prosperous Nigeria. 

PETITIONS 

The Second Member ·for the Oyo Province (Chief J. R. Turton, 
the Risawe of Ilesha) : 

· Your Honour, I have now in my possession a Petition adflresse<l 
through me to the Presiflent an<l Members of thii) Honse, by the 
people of the llln District. in the He Divi:->ion of the Oyo l'rovinf'P , 
rPgonnlinp; t.lteir <"ios(~ rehtion with the Tgbominn tribe inhnhii.ing 
a fairly . lnrgt\ :tn>.a in lltc• c·ottfitws of ilte NOJ'Iltrrn Ht·gion of 
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Nigeria. 'l'he main objPet of the Petition is to obtain the assistance 
of the House to have the In·boniinas oTouped with their brethren in n b · 

the \Y esterri Provinees. 'l'he I>etitioners are not peculiar in their 
<lesire, sin('e it is <·omnwnly known that in the recommendations of 
the vVestern Hegional Conference on the review of the Nigerian 
Constitution recently held at Ibadan, the same view h,as been clearly 
expressed with particular reference to modification of boundaries in 
the administrative re-arrangement of Nigeria in the near future. 
The recommendation, as will be seen from the pamphlet to which I 
may be allowed to refer, states as follows:-

" ...... That States should be formed with a view to 
ethnic and/ or linguistic basis, such area as may be found 
by the Commission to have affinities with a particular State 
shall belong to the State to which it is related." 

'fhe Illas a.m1 Igbomin::~s l1ave been enduring very patiently for a 
long time the inconvenience arising from the Government Adminis
trative boundary separating them from one another, but they now 
entertain the hope that the portion just refen:ed to in the 
Recommendations oi the \V estern Regional Conference would be 
successful, and they are anxious to leave no stone .unturnecl with a 
view to recording their wishes and their needs before their more 
powerful, militant ~mel articulate neighbours and friends such as the 
Egbas, the ljebus, the inhabitants of other parts of the Oyo 
Province, and even of the capital city of Lagos, come forward with 
their cases. 

It may p,:robably be suggested that the petition has not been 
eouched in part-icubrly i=lcholastic terms., but I may point out that 
Ilia has but a few, if any, sons in the " learned " professions at 
present, all<1 that ·· the petition has at least the 1'nerit of blunt 
simplicity and frankness. Your Honour, it is the first petition of 
the sort to come beiore this House since its inauguration and it is 
my pride and privilege to present it now with the motion that it may 
be referred to a Select Committee of the House for discussion and 
such action as may be deemed fit having clue regard to the particulars 
and facts cited in the Petition. . 

Your Honour, I beg to move. 

His Honour: 
Official Membel's will abstain from voting. The question is jn 

the terms of the motion. 'l'hose in favour say " Aye ", those to the 
·contrary," No". 'fhe "Ayes" have it. 

Details uf the Select Committee will be discussed at a later elate. 

PAPERS LAID . 

The Acting Secretary, Western Provinces : 
· Your Honour, I rise to lay on the table the following papers:

Bill for . the M:mcbted a.ncl Trust Territories Ordinance, 
1949. 
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]Jill for !.he Nigeria Coc:oa ~Lnke ti ng J3oan1 (Amemlment) 
Ordinance, 1949. 

J3ill for the E~<·i:-;e (A lneiHlmellt) Ordinance, 194-D. 
Bill for tl1e N<diYe Coul'is Ordinance, ]!J.J-i), Amendment 

. . On1inanc<·) ]!J~- 9 . . 
Bill fur the Miueral Oil:-; (Amendment) Onlina:nce, 1949. 
Bill fur the l\;dive' Cl;il<lren (Cu:-dully and 1-teforma.tion) 

(Amendment) Onlinance, 1949. 
Bill for the \\rv:-;1. Afri<'<lll Co<'O<I Heseareh Institute 

(Nigeri<-1 StatuH) Ordina11ce , I_!).J!J. 
Ordinances au<1 subsidiary legislation applicable to the 

\V estern ltegiou ennctecl or macle sinee the last meeting 
of the Hum;e. 

Certificates of U rg~~ ney in resped. of:-
Bill fur the Native Chil<lren (Custody ancl lteforma

i.ion) Onlin<mee, 19-!!J. 
Bill for the \Vest African Cocoa llesearch Institute 

(Nigeria t)tatus) Ordinance, 1!)49. 

The Acting Secreta.ry (Finance), Western Provinces: 
Your HoiJ-our, I beg to lay on the table :-

rrhe ReprH'i. of the Sbwling Committee Oil Finance for 
t.l1e period ])<:<'.mllher, l!HS to :SL·ptmnher, 1D4!J. 

'T'he Acting Deputy Director of Education : 
Your Honour, l beg to lay on the table 

A Digest of the Harlmv-'Thorp Report on Higher Technical 
Educa.tion. 

NOTICES 

S otices of the following motions were read out:-
(a) Motion by the Acting Secretary (Finance), \Vestern 

ProvinweH t:llt1 t 1 he House a.rlopt the Report of the 
Stnnrling Committee on Finance for ihe period 

(b) 

(c) 

( rl) 

December, 1948 to September, l!J--1:8. 
Motion hy the Acting Secretary (Development), 
Western Provinces, that the House do ratify the 
appointment of members of the Shadow Oil Palm 
I>roclnr<~ Ueprese11btive Committee. 

Moiion by ih e Actiug St~rrebry (Development), 
-\VeHtern .Pl'ovinces, that the . House <lo ratify the 
avpointment of Members of the \Vesteru Regional 
Production Development Bom·cl. 
Motion by the Acting Serretary (Development)., 
\Ve::;te1·n }JroYinces, that the House do appoint 
m em ht>rs of the Oil Palm Prorluce R epresentative 

. Committee. 
((~) Mo!iou hy i11e Ad.i11g SmTPtary (JJevelopm en1). 

\Vl'sh•rn ProYill('<'S, th<t! the H(mse do appoint 
ll1Pl1lber:;; of I he \\Teslum 1l<'gional J>ro<lndion D e,·elop"' 
JllCnL Ho:ud. · 

,•1 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

. I 
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(f) Motion by tire A<'ling Se<·reinry (Dt!Yelopment) , 
\\ ~ t•:·dt' l ' ll J'roYint · L· ~ . 1lwt tht• House do appoint 
Ill ell! bt·r::; of t lrt~ \\' est ern Cot ton H eprese ntative 
Cmum itt ee . 

QUESTIONS 

N GTE .-H eplies tt) (~u es tion ::; Nos. 35 , 66 , 73 aml 77 by the 
I~'iHh N ominated Mem ber; N os . 46 , 4U, GO, 50, GG an<l 78 by the 
~P<'O ll<1 M ernlwr for t.lrt• \\ r< tl'l'i ProYint·p aru1 N o. -U bv t he First 
:Member for .the B enin J'roviuee are uut yet r eady. Parts (a) and 
(h) uf (lnes tion N o. ()4 by the Fifth N ominat ed Member are 
<lisallowetl . . Question N o. ;JS lwd been withtlnnvn by t h e First' 
:Member for t h e B enin I>rovinee. 

The First Member for the Oyo Province (Chief I. B. Akinyele, 
o.B.E., the Osi Balogun of Ibadan) : 
4 . 'l'o nsk t he Secretary, -\\~est ern Proviuees :-

(l ) \ Vlw t i t"> t h e popula.t ion· of end1 Distriet . or Sub-N ative 
Autlwrity iu the Ibatlnn Division r 

(2) How mn11.\· (a) I>rimnry Sdwols (/J) Se<'Oll!lnry S t ~hool s (c) , 
1\, ;t c lH~ rs' 'l'raini11g 111shtuhons are t here iu eaeh Dir;trict ? 

A n s !M''I'-

The Acting Secretary, Western Provinces : 
~1) 'l'h e <tppro:xinwte populntiou , based ou the 

p<t yers (n<lult m< il e~ ) multiplied by four , is :-
Iba<l nn 
Iwo 
:Egbetlore 
Aivecb(l e 
lghoora. 
Dinukonu 
Oshogbo 
Ecl e 
Ogbomosllo 
Ejigbo 
Ifeloclun 
0<1o-Ohu 

(:2) (o) fJ'I'l'JnO'I';tJ Sr-/,ools. 

number of tax-

292,000 
84,000 
30,400 
;19,600 
3s·,soo 
18, 000 
56,800 
.:1-(i ,SOO · 
IG ,SOO 
21 ,200 
58 ,000 -
22;400. 

S enlur J 1/:nt:(i'/' . Total 
l kuhn G -~ 1DO 2G4 
Iwo ... 1:2 50 G2 
Ogbomosho [) 1 ;~ 18 
E ii O'bo 1 2 3 

• t:> 

6 23 1!) 0<1o-Ohu 
Ifelodun 14 33 47 
Ede ... 5 16 . 21 
Oshogbo 12 24 ~16 
Eghe(lore -~ 16 ·2o 
A iye(h.rl e l 4- t' 

,) 

Binukonu 8 8 
Ighoora. 1 1. 
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(b) Secondary Schools. 
Ibadan 4. 

(c) Teachcd' Tra·in·ing lnst·£tnt-ions. 
Ibadan 4. 
lwo 1. 

The First Member for the Benin Province (Chief H. 0 .. Osagie, 
the Aighobahi of Benin) : 
39. To ask the Secretary (Development), vf estern Provinces :
(a) Will a detailed statement be made of the various developments 

carried out under the Ten Year Development Pbn during the years 
1946-1948 in the four divisions of Benin Province, ·i.e., Benin, Asaba, 
lshan and Knkuruku Divisions, and the total costs of such 
developments? 

(b) \Vill Government state how many applications for loans from 
the development funds by individuals or groupfl of individuals or 
sc>cieties in the Benin Province have been received by the appropriate 
~rnthorities in the past two years? 

(c) How many such applications have received eonsideration and 
the amount of loans granted? 

(d) If no applications have been received, will an assurance be 
given that applications for loans from individuals, groups of 
individuals or societies ·will receive rlue consideration P 

Answer-

The Acting Secretary (Development), Western Provinces: 
(a) · De.tails of developments carried out and in progress under the 

r.reu Year Development Plnn during the yean; 1946-48 and e:xpenc1i
ture thereon during the period 1.4.46-31.0.4D were as follows: 

BENIN DIVISION 

Ijebu-Ocle-Benin Road 
Be:riin-Sapele Road-tarring 
lfe-Ilesha-Henin Hoacl-ta.rriug 
C.M:.S. Elementary rrraining Centre, Ebvoneka-

building grant .. . .. . .. . 
Ogba Farm-. -Agricultural Office 

. General consplidation survey and demarcation of 
Forest reserves, construction of labour villages and 
camps ... 

Purchase and operation of ambulance, Benin 
Free grants of tools and cement for improvement in 

nine villages ... 
Free grants for town planning improvements, Benin 

.City 
Rural Water Supplies-one clam and thirteen under

ground tanks ... 

£ 
2,580 

11,339 
1,008 

5,000 
786 

2,612 
1,050 

400 

200 

1,430 

£26,408 
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ASAllA DIVISION 

St. Patrick's Roman Catholic Mission School, Asaba 
grant-in-aid 

St. Patrick's Roman Catholic Mission School, Asaba 
building grant . ' · 

Agbor-Ogwashi-Uku trunk telephone and telegraph 
connection 

Re-survey Ogwashi-Uku Forest Res'erve 
Alidinma-Ijemo Road ... 
Assistance to villages for clearing of Leper villages 

and Dispensary Sites 
Rural Water Supplies-tanks at U gbodu and 

Okpanam 

!sHAN DivisiON 

Roman Catholic Mission Elementary 'Training 
Centre, Ubia.ja-grant-in-aid · 

Roman Catholic Mission Elementary Training 
Centre, Ubiaja-building grant 

C.M.S. School Sabongiclda, building grant ... 
Re-examination, demarcation and reconnaissance of 

Forest Reserves ... 
Grants for improvements of Village Layouts 
Rural vVater Supplies-tanks at U romi and Ebelle, 

ancl canalization in catchment area., 'Ubiaja ... 

Kun:uRUKU DrvrswN 

Survey, demarcation and reconnaissance of Forest 
Reserves 

Auchi Textile Centre ... 
Auchi Rural Health Centre 
Osse River crossing, Ibillo-Ishua road 
Village Improvement grants-Community Centre,, 

J attu and Safes for Village Postal Agencies 
Rural Water Supplies-nine wells at Ibillo, one well 

at U gbekpe, druns and delivery tanks in four 
villages, and general investigations 

Nate: In addition to the above the following 
development has been carried out, although not 
under the 'J..1en Year Plan : 
Auchi Post Office 

3 

11 

£ 

1,233 

16,,540 

400 
70 
80 

349 

72 

£18,744 

1,895 

7,000 
2,950 

401 
297 

968 

£13,511 

183 
5,,459 
6,204 

322 

550 

. 484 

1,592 

£14,794 
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NOT ATTRIBUTABLE TO A pARTICULAR DIVISION 

Agbor-Ubiaja-trunk telephone and telegraph 
connection 

Miscellaneous Development ocxpencliture-Fiorestry 
Department 

Miscellaneous Development expenditure-Agricul
ture Departinent 

Oil Palm Re::>earch Station 
Ossiomo Leper Settlement 

. Asaba Rural Training Centre . .. 

Benin Division .. . 
Asaba Division .. . 
Ishan Division .. . 
Kukuruku Division 
Not attributable 

SUMMARY 

£ 

372 

1,885 

1,393 
202,461 

31,433 
5, 009 

£242,,553 

26,408 
18,744 
13,511 
14,794 

242_,553 

£316,010 

(b) Nineteen ·applications from Benin l)rovinee have been received 
by the Nigeria Local Development Board and the \V estern Regional 
Development Board. · 

(c) (t) Considered by Nigerian Local Development Board . . . 5 
Considered by Western Regional Development Board 1 

6 

(ii) Loans grauted-one of .£800; one of £200 2 
Reasons for rejeetion-

Outside scope of Ordinance 2 
Schemes unsuitable 2 
Applicant. failed to proceed with application . when 

asked for further details 7 
(iii) Now under investigation 6 

19 

(d) The \Vestern Regional Development Board held its inaugural 
meeting on-the 13th of September and the Board intends to issue a 
statement in the near future inviting applicationn and giving details 
of the policy by which it will be guiclefl. The J3.oarcl's main object 
will be to foster the development of private 'enterprin(~s which ·will 
develop the economic ·wealth of the country. Individuals, groups 
of individuals ,or societies · can therefore be assured of sympathetic 
consideration for applications which will further that object. 

· The First Member for the Benin Province (Chief H. 0. Osagie, 
the Aighobahi of Benin) : 
40. 'ro ask the J)ppnt.y Director of Me(lic:1l Service:'\:-
It is reported tlw I the inf'.i(lence of small-pox in the Benin 

Province as i1 whole uml Benin Division in partieular has been high: 

4 
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(i) \Vhat steps lwse been taken to anest the spread of the 
cleadly clisea::>e r 

(ii) \Vhat is the tot.al number of Gtt::>e::> reportell during 1948 and 
up to 'dater 

(i i i) \Vhat is the total number of death::; reported Lluring the ::>ame 
period r 

A.n.swe1'-

The Deputy Director of Medical Services : . 
(t') 1:->\d,ltiou of reported eases and '\""accination of contacts. Mass 

vaccina tiou of population in villages and surrounding areas WilCre 
cases have been reported. The number of vaccinations performed 
in recent years has been:-

194'1 
1948 
194W" 

Benin Div.ision 

129,257 
79,90o 
45,117 

•· first five months 

Agbor Divisi.o11 

26,861 
35,982 
26,226 

('£i) In Hl48, seventy-four cases · were reported in . Benin Divisi~n 
and 120 cases in Agbor Division . · 

In Hl49 for the :first half of year 144 cases have been reported 
from Benin Division and 215 cases from Agbor Division. The 
number of cases reaehed a maximum in March and the outbreak 
has sinGe been on the clenline ,;} though Rporadic eases were still 
being reported in June. 

('ii·i ) In 1948, eight death::; were reported from Benin Division and 
fifteen deaths from Agbor Division. 

In 1949 for the first half of year there were fifteen deaths in Benin 
Division ·and fifty~one deaths in Agbor Division. 

The First Member for the Benin Province (Chief H. 0. Osagie, 
·the Aighobahi of Benin) : 
41. 'ro ask the Deputy Dired.or of Medical Services:-
In view of the high ineidenee of 8nutll-pox in the Benin Province, 

is it not necessary to introduce compulsory vaccination and an 
intensive eumpaign for vac:eination P 
An.swe·r-

The Deputy Director of Medical Services : 
Vaccination is alreacly eom pulsory us laid down in th~ Yaccina tion 

Ordinance No. 60 of 1!J11 as ame.adecl by the Vaccination (Amend
ment) Ordinance, 1945. 

An intensive vaccination campaign has been proceeding but it i8 
considered that the number of vaccinations performed could have 
been greatly increased hacl there been more co-operation on the part 
of the public. Vaccinations performed in Benin Province during 
the past three years haYe been a::; below:-

1947 156,118 
1948 115,888 
1849 71,343 (first five months of ye.ar). 

I 

I! 
I, 

I 
I 
I 

·I 

, I 
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' 
The First Member for the Benin Province (Chief H. 0. Osagie, 

the Aighobahi of Benin) : 
42. 'J.1o ask the Deputy Director of Medical Services:-
It is understoocl that the existing- Magistrate\; Court in Benin 

City will be converted to a Maternity and Infant vVelfare Clinic. 
V\Till an indication be given as to the time this will take place? 
Answer-

The Deputy Director of Medical Services : 
Yes, Sir. The intention to do so cannot, however, be carried out 

until a new ,Court House has been built and this will not be before 
1950-51 at the earliest. 

The First Member for the Benin Province (Chief H. 0. Osagie, 
the Aighobahi of Benin): 
43: To ask. the Deputy Director of Medical Services :-
(a) How many cases of tuberculosis were reported in Benin City 

General Hospital during the past five years, 'i.e., 1944-48? 
(b) If none, 'vill a statement be made that medical attention has 

not been directed to the treatment of this dangerous disease? 

LlnSWC'l'-

The Deputy Director of Medical Services: 
(a) 'J.1he number of cases of tuberculosis rel)ortecl from Benin City 

Hospital during the pm;t five years were:-
1944 1 case 0 death 
1945 4 cases 1 death 
1946 1 ease 0 death 

· 1947 8 cases 0 death 
1D4B !) cn~es 0 cleath . 

. A total of twenty-th1:ee cases and one death as compared with 
~hirty-eight cases and four deaths in the previous 5-year period 
1939-1943. 

(b) Does not a.ri::;e. 

The Second Member for the W arri Province (Mr W. E. Mowarin) : 
45. 'l'o ask the Deputy Director of Public \.Vorks:-
(a.) vYhat are the reasons for the stoppage of the tarring of \Varri- · 

Sapele road since March last? 
(b) Is it a fact that an indent for tar made for this work was 

cancelled at the Headquarters, Lagos? 
(c) \Vould Government give an indication as to how long it will 

be before the tarring of this thirty-one mile road will be completed? 
(d) Is Government aware that this is the only road lying between 

the two important \Vestern ports; i.e., Warri and Sapele, and that 
the work of tarring this road requires A.1 priority? 
Answer-
The Acting Deputy Director of Public Works: 

(n) End of the previous year' R programme and commencement of 
t.he rainy season. Collection of material iR in hand and work on 
this y~ar's programme will begin at the end of the rains. 

• 
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(b) No_, Sir. 
(c) '1\vo years. 
(d) Yes, Sir. 

Debates 15 

The Second Member for the W arri Province (Mr W. E. Mowarin) : 
4 7. To ask the Secretary, Western Provinces :-
(a) Is it a fact that at present, in Warri, it is the practice to 

allocate telephones only on Commercial rates of £14 per annum, even 
though the applications are for residential installations? . · 

(b) If yes, is the practice not considered extortionate and should 
it not be stopped? 

flnswer-

The Acting Secretary, Western Provinces: 
(a) Yes, Sir. 
(b) No, Sir. \Vhile supplies of telephones and other stores remain 

short, it is considered advisable that. they should be reserved -as far 
as possible for business purposes. · 

The Second Member for the W arri Province (Mr W. E. Mowarin) : 
48. To ask the Secretary, \Vestern Provinces:-
In view of recent development and establishment of the Warri 

College at U ghelli, will Government consider the advisability of 
dredging the Okpari-I wreku River to allow all-seasonal services of 

. river crafts from the Niger to U g helli? 

A nswe·r-

The Acting Secretary, Western Provinces : 
No, Sir; the tortuous and overgrown state of this ereek makes 

dredging impracticable. 

The Second Member for the W arri Province (Mr W. E. Mowarin) : 
61. To ask the Secretary, vV estern Provinces ; - . 

· (a) \Vhat are the Development Officers in the Western Provinces 
developing-the Region or the people? · 

(b) vVoulcl Government kindly give some indications as to what 
the benefits are in any direction (either in the Region or upon the 
people) arising out of these Officers' services t.o .necessitate further 
retention of their offices? 

Answe1·-

The Acting Secretary, Western Provinces : 
(a) Development Officers are assisting in ihe development of thl 

Region for the benefit of the people. 
(b) Thirteen Development Officers, of whom three are Afri.cans, 

were on the \Vestern Regional Staff on 1st October, 1949. Of these 
Two were on ] eave 
Two were attached to the Co-operative Department 
Two were posted to the Oil Palm Research Station 
One was lent temporarily to the Electrical Engineer-in-Chief, 

Lagos. · 

• 
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The balance of six were engaged on miscellaneous provincial 
duties either direetly connected with clevelopment, or on duties that 
relieved other officers for development work. 

The Second __ Member for the Warri Province (Mr W. E. Mowarin): 
52. 'ro ask the Deputy Director of E<l ueatiun:-
(a.) \Vhat are the reasonR, if any, for the smallness of the amount 

of money ullocate(l to vVarri l)rovince in respeet of Grants-in-Aid 
to schools in tl1e \VeRtern Provinces if the following are correct 
figures of School Children in each Province? 

Abeokuta 
B8i1in 
Ijehu 
On do 
Oyo 
\Vnrri 

Enroln1ent. 

22,4DJ 
07 ,;11 n 
:2G,O!l4 
;~U,!JGO 
4~J,HJ1 
41,6:38 

(b) \Vhen will Govermmmt review these grants 
. putting Warri in its proper · place comparatively? 

Answer- ·' 

The Acting Deputy Director of Education : 

G1·an ts-i•n-Aid. 
£ s d 

6,187 10 0 
9,982 0 0 

12.988 0 0 
10~698 0 0 
13,930 0 0 

4,841 10 0 
with a view to 

(a) It is assumed tlwt reference is to tlw year 1048 since figures 
for 1949 rtre not yet available. 

~rhe correct figure:-; for 1D48 are ns follows:-
P ro?Yinc e. 

Abeokuta 
Benin 

, Ijebu 
On do 
Oyo 
\Varri 

Em·olment. 

30,197 
61,683 
32,268 
61,150 
G6,408 
40,702 

G·rants-1>n-A·id. 
£ 

33,384 
52,019 
43,038 
59,591 
83,452 
38,936 

2. Grants are not allocated on a Provincial basis but are paid 
according to the number of schools IYhich qualify for assistance 
under the grants-in-aid regulations. 

(b) The system of grants-in-aid has been reviewed and the 
number of Primai·y Schools receiving assistance in 1949 is as 
follows:-

N.A. and Com.m?t:nity. Voluntary A.r;cnc;IJ. 
Abeokuta 1. 7 1!)5 
He~1irt :20 443 
Ijebu I 213 
On(lo 4 379 
Oyo 23 403 

· \~T n_ni 48 286 

The Second Member for the Warri Province (Mr W. E. Mowarin) : 
54. -To ask t.hP Deputy Director of Agriculture:-
(a.) \Vl~:~t urt> tllt~ rea:-;on:-; for < ~ lo:-;ing down of U11 ~ Agri<'ultuql 

Offi_r.'efl i u \\Tn rri P rovi tie~? 
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(b) Is Government aware of the seriousness of this aetiou; ancl 
that it is viewed by the peo1Jle ns a grave disappointment? 

(c) \Yhen will the ofli.ee:;; be re-opeJwtl nllfl the staff posted to duty? 
(d) If not, why uotP 

Answe1·-

The Deputy Director of Agriculture : 
(a) Shortage of Senior Service Staff. 
(b) Yes, Sir. 
(c) vVhen sufficient Senior Staff, including reliefs, are available. 

The African Agricultural Superintendent at Benin is at present 
responsible for agricultural work in \Vurri Province. . 

(d) Does not arise. 

The Second Member for the Warri Province (Mr W. E. Mowarin): 
55. 'ro ask the Deputy Director of Medical Services:-
(a) vVould Government kindly consider the advisability of having 

a " flouting dispensary " on the Niger and Benin Rivers for .the use 
of those villages on the banks of these Rivers? . 

(b) Is Government aware that outbreaks of smallpox are rampant 
in these areas; and that most cases of smallpox in vVarri and Sapele 
urban districts trace their origin from the villages along these 
rivers? 
Answe?'-

The Deputy Director of Medical Services : 
(a) Yes, Sir. An attempt is alreuuy being made to organise 

" floating dispensaries " in specially fitted canoes to enable medical 
treatment to be made available to the population between the 
Forcados and Benin Rivers. In addition, one motor barge fitted 
as a flouting ambulance and dispensary is already provided for in 
Development Aclvanc.:e Proposals for 1950-51 and a motor launch 
is to be based on Forcaclos, for the use of the Medical 
Officers, \Varri, Sapele and Forcados. This will facilitate 
a more regular and adequate medical supervision of these areas. 

(b) No, Sir; but two sporadic outbreaks of smallpox occurred in 
the Benin River area cluring May and July this year. 'rhere were 
forty-eight cases with fifteen deaths. A muss vaccination campaign 
and other anti-variola measureR which are still in progress in the 
\Varri Province have brought the outbreaks under control. · 

The Second Member for the W arri Province (Mr W. E. Mowarin) : 
[)7. To ask the Deputy Director of Medical S.ervic~s:-
(a) In view of the growing importa.nce and populatiol\ of Burutu 

and of the declining position of Forcados would the removal of the 
hospital from Forcaclos to Burutu be considered? 

(b) If not, why not? 
(c) What is the population of Burutu and Forcados resp.ectively? 

Answer-

The Deputy Director of Medical S~rvic~s ; 
(a) No, Sir, 



18 Western House of Assembly [Oct. 11,1949 

(b) The hospital was originally established at Forcados for the 
benefit of the considerable number of Government officials and 
employees stationed there. rrhe Marine Department, which has 
always been numerically the largE'flt Department in Forcados, still 
rcmaiilH there :tll<l while that i:; the case G-overnment cloes not 
conteihplute moving the hospital. Patients from Burutn are within 
easy reach of Forcados. 

(c) Burufu: 6,228. 
Porcaclos: 2,016. 

The Second Member for the Warri Province (Mr W. E. Mowarin) : 
58. To ask the Deputy Director of Merlienl Services:-
(a) When will an Assistant Medical Officer be posted to \V nni? 
(b) What is the avernp:e number of people calling; daily to see 

the Doctor at W arri? . 
(c) Is it a fact that any worker in \Varri whose: wife hns reason 

to go to the hospital must forgo his mid-clay meal because of the 
congestion at the hoRpital ancl js it a fact t.hat patients are known 
to wait till 4 p.m.? 

Answer-
The Deputy Director of Medical Services : 

(a) An Assistant Medical Offir.er v;rill be posted to vVarri ·as soon 
as the staff situation permits. 
' (b) 133, of whom fifty-two are 11ew c·.:1ses. 

(c) No, Sir. 

The · Second Member for the W arri Province (Mr W. E. Mowarin) : 
59. To ask the Deputy Dire'Ctor of Public vVorks:-
(a) \Vhat is the reason for dropping the one time approved 

construction of new Police Quarters in vV arri? 
(b) If none, when will they be hnilt? 

Answe1·-· 
The Acting Deputy Director of Public Works : 

(a). The proposal has not been clropperl and is shown in Appendix 
I of the R~p:ional Estimates 1949-50. It has not yet been possible 
to release funds for this work but a sum for this purpose lui.s been 
included in the Agenda, to be c:onsirlererl by the next. meeting of the 
Standing Co_!nmittee on Fim\nce. / ·· 

(b) -To ensure that. the ·work goes forward next year also, provisirn 
hns bee11 JlWtle i11 the draft; E:·d.inwh's for Hlf>O-f>1 for C'Ollf1icler~1Fon 
by t:he House of Assembly at the forthcoming bmlget session. 

The Second Member for the Warri Province (Mr W. E. Mowarin): 
60. To ask the Secretary, \Vesterri Provinces:-
\Vhen will the telegraph line to Obetim be laid? 

Answer-
The Acting Secretary, Western Provinces : 

I 

rrhis line is high on t he priority list of the \Vestern Provinces. 
Owing, however, to t he cli :fficulty in renruiting qualified Posts and 
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Telegraphs technieal staff and t.he continue<l :-;hort-.age 'of telephone 
and telegraph supplies, it it> not possiblt' to :-;ay wlten this projeet 
will be completed. 

The Second Member for the W arri Province (Mr W. E. Mowarin) : 
61. To ask the Deputy Director of Public \Yorks:-
(a) Is Government aware that 'vater pipes laid in .W arri about 

two years ago for purpose of water supply are becoming rotten and 
that not a drop of wa.ter has yet come from them? 

(lJ) Is Government also aware that materials ordered through 
firms in . Nigeria. for com;truetion of any kincl arrive earlier. than 
those ordered through the Crown Ag-ents? 

(c) If so, why is this advantage ignored in spite of so many 
painful hold-ups of schemes now being experiencerl in· the country's 
flevelopment programme? ' 

Answer-· 
The Acting Deputy Director of Public Works : 

(a) '11he asbestos-cement pipes are reported to be in goocl condition 
with an estimated life of about si:xt~· years. '11 he 120,000 gallons 
service reservoir is nearing completion and bore hole pumps are 
being installed. It is expected that a liniited water supply will be 
available shortly, pending the installation of booster pumps to 
f~omplete the full schemf. 

(h) YeH, Sir. 
(c) Materials are ordered through the Crown AgeuLs in the 

interest of economy and to take advantage of the engineering 
inspection department. rrhe cost of materials supplied by firms 
locally is considerably above the contract prices obtained by the 
Crown Agents. The Engineering Department of the Grown Agents 
for a nominal fee advises Government on the suitability of certain 
plant and inspects a:Il machinery to see if it is up to specification. 
As regards the usual building materials the post-war shortage has 
been made good and there are ample stocks in Government stores. 
Provincial Engineers have limited authority to purchase locally 
when certain materials cannot be supplied from Government Stores. 
'l1here is still a large demand for heavy plant and machinery in the 
United Kingdom and delays in completing indents are experienced. 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda) : 
62. 'l1o usk the Deputy Direetor of Agrieult.urc:-
(a) \~That is the basis of Releef.ion of cnmlidntes for the rrrinidad 

course? . 
(b) \Vhat is responsible for the many failures of our boys sent 

to Trinidad for this course? . . 
(c) Is 'it .a fnct that the Agricnltnrnl Department attacheH 

no significance to succeRses in the courses taken nt Trinidad? 
(d) Is it a fact thnt while :;;ome people who were successful in 

their courses at 'l1riniflnc1 have not hem1 promotec1, others who failed 
have been promoted? 

(e) If so, does the Depnrtment of Agriculture not think that 
this i::; likely to encourage future entrants not, to struggle for a 
pass P • 
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AnsWe1'-

The Deput'y Director of Agriculture : 
(a) Candidates are selected entirely on an estimate of their 

capacity to benefit from training at the College. 
(b) Inability to pnHH tlw prP:·wribed ex ami nations. 
(c) No, Sir. 
(d) No, Sir. 
(e) Doe-s not .arise. 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda) : 
63. To ask the Deputy Direetor of Agriculture:
vVht"tt promotion~'? have been given to each of 

· (a) successful Nigerian candidates since their return from 
Trinidad and 

(b) the · failures who have g-oue through the course and 
rdll!'ll<'!l r 

-Answer-
The Deputy Director of Agriculture: 

(a) One to post of Produce Officer. 
Three to post of Agricultural Superintendent. 
Three to post -of Assistant Agricultural Officer, Grade I. 

(b) ],our to post of Assistant Agricultural Officer, Grade I. 
One has not been promoted and one has resigned. 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda) : 
G4. 'J.lo ask the Deputy Direetor of Agriculture:--
How many pi·oducts of the Agricultural College. Ibadan, who 

are also products of the Agricultural College, Trinidad, have been 
made Agricultural Officers and what proportion is the figure? 

Answer-
The Deputy Director of Agriculture : 

None; Sir. 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda) : 
65. To ask the Deputy Director of Agriculture:-
(a,) How many Senior Agricultural Officers and Agricultural 

. Officers in Nigeria today hnve passed through the Agricultural 
College in Trinidad? 

(b) \Vhat p1:oportion of the Seuior Agricultural Officers and 
Agricultural Officers in thiR number~ 

Answer-
The Deputy Director of Agriculture : 

It is assumed that the Member requires information covering· all 
posts for "·hieh post. g-r:ulu:dt~ training :lt rrrinidad is a normal 
requirement. If this assumption is c·orrect the answer is: 

(a) Twenty-five. 
(b) Sixty-four per eent, 
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The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda) : 
67. rro m;k the Deputy Director of Agri< ~ulture :-
Is it a fad that the N ig-Prian Dt•pa rbnent of Agriculture is n 

much larger Department i lwn (he Uoltl Coast D~partment of 
Agriculture P . . 

Answer-
The Deputy Director of Agriculture : 

Insufficient information regarding the Gold Coast Department 
of Agricultm·e is imme(1intely avnihble to enable a. useful compari
son to be ma(le. If the member wishes to ·presR for eomparq,tive 
figures, an endettvom· will· be uuule to obtain them. 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda): 
68. To ask the Deputy Diredor of Ap;ri<:ulture:-
Is t h e Nigerian Department of Agriculture aware of the many 

promotions of Africans by the Gold Coast Government to the Senior 
Service. of the Agriculturul Department as published in the Gold 
Coast Agricultural Bulletin? ' 

Answer-
The Deputy Director of Agriculture : . 

Yes, · Sir. 

'fhe Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda): 
G9. To ask the Deputy Director . of Agriculture:- · 
Is the Department in a position to tell this House-
(a) How many Agri(~uH.unt.l Ofii<'Prs t.hen~ are in Nigeria and 

how Jllally of t hese an~ N igt·ri:li\H r 
(b) How many Agricultural Ofli.cers then~ are in the Gold Coast 

Governinent and how many of them are Gul(l Coastian:-:>? 

Ans:~e?'- ' 
The Deputy Director of Agriculture : 

(a) Thirty-one, of whom none are Nig·erians. 
(b) ~Phe information is not availahl e. 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda): 
70. 'l'o ask the Deputy Diredor of Agri<"ulture: - · 
vVlmt steps is the N igerinn Department of Agrieulture taking to 

effect the Nigerianisation of t he Dep~\rtment? 
Answer-

The Deputy Director of Agriculture : 
The steps reeommended by the Nigeriauisa.tion Commission . . 

~rhe member' R a tten tio11 i R (1 rn. wn to recent gn.7.ette notices 
annom1cing the ~'\van1 of seholand1ips to 11wm bers of the Agricul
tural Department both to TT11ivPrsiti e:-; in the TTi11tecl Kingdom ancl 
to Ibadan University CollPge. Fourteen HHl'h scholn.rships have 
been awarded, (lesignP(1 to train the recipients for Senior Service 
posts. .Jn addition fiYe other officers have bee~ . promoted Of recom- . 
mended for promotion to the Senior Service, · 
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The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda): 

[Oct. 11; 1949 

7( rro a~k the Deputy Dired.ur of Agric ~ulture:-
(<7) How mnn~; Nigt>:ri:lllH have heen ofterP<l fkhola.rRhipR to do 

degree < ~ 0111'fH~R ·in Ag-ricultun• in tilt> !Tniind Kingdom( H 110ne, 

why? 

Answe1'-
The Deputy Director of Agriculture : 

(a.) r:rhree Nigerians have been offered Government Schobrships 
to undertake Degree Coun;eR in Agrif~ulture m the United 
Kingdom. · 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda) : 

72. To ask the Deputy. Director of Agriculture:-
(a) How many Nigerians have been offered Scholarships to study 

other subjects in United Kingdom that will qualify them for the 
Senior Service in the Agricultural Department? 

(b) \~That courses are these men pursui'ng and what posts nre they 
likely to fill _ on their return? 

Answe1'-
The Deputy Director of Agriculture: 

(a) Seve1.1. (4-part' from the Scholarships referred to in the 
answer to q]Iestion 71). 

(b) (1) Three are studying for an Honours Degree in Botany. 
(2)· T"~) are studying for n.sc. degree in Botany. 
(3) 1\vo are studying for a degree in Economics. 

The po~ts to which these men may be appointed ean only be 
determ,ined on the completion of the courses on which they are now 
engaged. 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda) : 

· 74. To a_3k the: Secretary, \Vestern Provinces:-
To enumerate the Political Divisions and give their latest 

estimated populations in Oyo, · Ondo, Benin, Abeokutu, Ijebu and 
\Varri Provinces? 

Answer-
The Acting Secretary, Western Provinces : 

P1·mr£nce 
Oyo 

On do 

Benin 

]) i,v·is·i o'l/, 
Ihaclan 
Ife-Ilesha 
Oyo 
Ekiti 
Okitipupa 
On do 
Owo 
Benin 
Ish au 
Asuba 
Kukurukn 

] ) l ' opn atwn 

8.93,000 
154,000 
271,000 
215,000 

95,000 
. 110,000 
161,000 
270,000 
130,000 
136,000 
160,000 

I I 
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J>"l'u c i·ll(:e 
Abcokutu 

lhuisiun 
Egba 
Eg·hadu 
l,iebu 
Aboh 

1 > o pula t io 1/. 

278,000 

Ijebu 
\Varri 

I tsekiri 
Urhobo 
"\Vestern Ijaw 

1 Gu,OOO 
;J la,OOO 
160,000 
77,000 

243,000 
53,000 

Population figure~-; are bnserl on the ] 948 Provincial Annual 
Reports. • 
The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda) : 

75. To ask the Deputy Director of Public Works:-

(a) "\Vhether the Government is satisfied with the slow progress 
of the Lngos-Ijebu-Ibadan Road? 

(b) How many miles have been completed and how many more 
remain to be constructed? 

(c) \Vhat total amount lm:-; been expended up to elate on this 
road construction? 

(d) \Vhether Government 1':\.ll sa.v at. this stage when the wlrole 
work is likely to be complete<l r 

(e) What will be the total length of the roarl from Lag·os-Ibadan 
when completed? 

Answe1'-

The Acting Deputy Director of Public Works : 
(a) No, Sir. Staff aiHl pbnt shortages beyonil. control have 

retarded progress on the heavy construetion between Yaba m~d 
Ikorodu. 

(b) (i) Colony: Se.ven miles new road eompleted, work . on 
remaining eight miles in hand. 

(1:1:) \iV estern }>rovinces: Nineteen miles of new roncl completed, 
fifteen miles of existing road impr~verl. All open to traffic. 

(c) Expenditure to end of Aug·ust wn.s:-

Colony 
vVestern 

Total 

£ 
77,D60 
48,:110 

£126,270 

(rl) The road should be completed in the year 1951-52 ~ including 
bitumiu01.1s surfacing. 

(t') N i ncd.y 111 il<~H. 

The Fifth Nominated Member (Mr E. A. Sanda): 
76. ':Co ask the Seeretary, \V estern Provinr-es :-
In view· of the fact that the 1948 Orrlinance has precludeu Chief

taincy Disputes from the Magistrate's and the S:upreme Courts, 
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what steps hat! Government taken, :-.;o far, to set up machinery or 
machineries in the \V estern ProvineeH for the final settlement of 
all Chieftaincy Disputes acconling to Native I.~aws and" Cm;tomsr 

A7u;wer-

The Acting Secretary, Western Provinces : 
Det::tils of the machinery necessary for · settling Chieftaincy 

Disputes arg being worked out by each Resident in consultation 
with the Native Authorities of his Province. 

The Fitst Member for the Benin Province (Chief H. 0. Osagie, 
the .Aighobahi of Benin) : 
79. · r.ro ask the Secretary, \V e::>tern Provincetl:-
It is understood that a Superintendent of Police was proposed for 

Benin Province, if so how soon will the posting· be made? 

Answer-

The Acting Se~retary, Western Provinces: 

· Suppleme:gtary provision has already been approved in the 
current .year for the post of Senior Superintendent, Benin Province. 
A substantive appointment will be ma<le as soon as the staff position 
allows. 

The First Member for the Benin Province (Chief H. 0. Osagie, 
the Aighobahi of Benin) : 
80. To ask the, Deputy Director of Medical Services:-
It is understood that a Senior ~1erlical Officer is proposed for 

Benin to take medieal charge of the ·Benin, \Varri and Onuo 
Provinces. If so, when will the posting be effected? . 

Answer-

The Deputy Director of Medical Services : 

Yes, Sir, during the course of the next fimmcial year provided 
the staff position permits. 

The. First Member for the Benin Province (Chief H. 0. Osagie, 
the Aighobahi of Benin): 
81. To ask the· Deputy Director of Me<lic:ll Service::>:-
Owing to high inciclenee of outb1·eak of epidemic diseases in the 

Benin, Warri and Ondo Provinces, does Government not consider 
it essentially necessary to post a Medical Offie.er of Health to Benin 
in order to control infectious diseases in the Provinces mentioned? . 

Answer-

The Deputy Director of Medical Services : 

No, Sir. Staff poRition doe:-.; not permit of the posting· of a fu1l
time Medical Ofli('Ol' or H<.~:dth to Bl'llill <II. lliT:-o;l'll!. 

The epidemic of sinallpox which i:; the only epiclemie reported, 
has now been eontrolled hy the Medical Officers and Sanitary 
Superintendents of these provinces. I 
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MOTIONS 

The Acting Secretary, Western Provinces : 
Your Honour, I understand thut the li'irHt Nominated Member 

wished to propose a Motion but due notice has not been given, 
and I wish to move that Standing Rules be suspended to allow .this 
motion to be put. 
His Honour: 

Those in favour say " Aye ", those to the contrary " No ". The 
" Ayes " have it. · 

The First Nominated Member (The Venerable Archdeacon 
L. A; Lennon, O.B.E.) : 

Your Honour, I rise to move that this House reconl its pleasure 
at being afforded the opportunity of holding a meeting in Benin 
City and its deep appreciation of· the royal welcome given by the 
Oba and local community. 

The First Member for the Abeokuta Province (The Hon. A. Soetan, 
the Aro of Kemta) : 

Your Ho!wur, I rise to secoiHl the motion, and in 1loing so I add 
a , few observations to what has been Haid by the 'mover. Today 
marks a new milestone in the history of Benin n.ncl there is no 
doubt that the Oba and· the people of Benin are not insensible 
to thel honour conferred upon them. They already signified their 
approval and appreciation by the great welcome accorded to the 
delegates exemplified by the Oba's invitation of some of the 
delegates to the Egwa, which we eall the Afin in our country, t~ncl 
by the sumptuous repast served. We clo appreciate the gesture 
of the Benin people and we are grateful to them. vVe also 
appreciate the opportunity of meeting here, this being· the first 
time the vV estern House of Assembly has gone beyond the head
quarteTs of the vVestern Provinces in Ibadan to hold its meeting. 

I second the motion. 

The Fourth Nominated Member (The Hon. G. I. Obaseki): 

Your Honour, I wish to eonvey to Your Honour an expression 
of the cleepeHt appreein.t.ion arul tlwnks of my f~onstituency and 
myself for Your Honour' R eom;iderntiou in hol<ling the present 
meeting of the \Vestern House of Assembly in Benin. It is,_ of 
course, not very difficult to guess that the cleparture from the usual 
meeting at Ibadan is clue, in the main, to Your Honour's desire 
to assure us, the peoples of the Benin and vVarri Provinces that 
unlike what I may call their em·uest clesire (or perhaps agitation) 
for a separate llegion from i.lw '\Vest. arising from an increasing 
sense of frustration at the uegleet of their two Provinces our 
interests and welfare have not been overlooked, as is g-enerally 
believed, ancl the Government is as thoi1g-htful about us as we are 
ourselves. 
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'fo the other Official Members and my Unofficial colleagues . of· 
this House I wish to tender on behalf of the people of Benin our 
most hearty welcome . to this ancient City of Benin, and I wish 
for each and every one of you a very pleasant time among us. 

I .do not, Your Honour, propose to make a long speech this time, 
but with your permission I propose to draw attention to an old 
complaint which I have made to this House on more than one 
occasion. I refer to our roads. I do not propose to go over the 
sum~ grounds again at the risk of repeating myself, but I would 
::;ay this much, that sufficient evidence has not been forthcoming 
to show that the plea::; which I have ma(le to this House have 
received the. urgent attention they deserve. However, it is very 
gratifying that the meeting of the vVestern Regional House should 
be held in Benin and I am sure that all of you who travelled by 

·road here are now left in no doubt as to the awful state of disrepair 
. of the Ibadan-Ilesha-Benin main road beginning from Ilesha to 
this City, and also of the Benin-Sapele-Warri road. 

In conclusion, Your Honour, I would like to say that my·people 
and myself do hope that this will not be the last meeting of the 
Western House of Assembly in this area and that the result of this, 
your first· visit· for the discussion of the internal affairs of the 
\Vestern Region, would leave behind practical proofs of your good 
intentions towards us, and that the honour of dismissing the idea 
that this is a '' forgotten area '' may belong to the present meeting. 

The First Member for the Benin Province (Chief H. 0. Osagie, 
the Aighobahi ·of Benin) : 

Your Honoui·, I would like to sl1y~ Sir, a few words in associating 
myself with the mover of this motion and with the Honourable 
G. Obaseki. . 

When · Your Honour intimated six months or more ago that a 
meeting of the \Vestern House of Assembly would be held in Benin, 
it gave us a. great deal of gratification, but, as it happened, most 
people were not quite Rure whether such a promise would he imple
mente~d. \Vell, we find that our fears have been allayed. AnoLher 
page in the · history of Benin is being made, as hus been ~mid by 

· Your Honour, by the holding of this meeting here in Benin today. 
On more than one occasion I have told this House that Benin has 
been neglected; but I will not dwell on that now. What I want 
to say, Your Honour, is that the people of Benin do appreciate 
this gesture, and Your Honour's intention and that of the Mermbers 
iu eoming here. \Ve thank Your Honour and the Members of the 
House. 

His Honour: 

The question is in the terms of the Motion. Those in favour 
say "Aye " , those to the contrary " No ". The" Ayes " have it. 
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The Acting Secretary (Finance), Western Provinces: 
Your Honour, I rise to move that the House adopt th~ Report .of 

lhe Standing Committee on Finance for the period December, 1948 
to September, 1949. 

The Acting Secretary, Western Provinces : 
I rise to second. 

His Honour: 
The question is in the terms of the Motion. Those in favour 

say " Aye ", those to the contrary " No ". 11he " Ayes " have ii:. 

The Acting Secretary (Development), Western Provinces: 
Your Honour, I rise to move the resolution standing in my name 

that the House do ratify the appointment of members of the Sh.aclow 
Oil Palm Produce Representative Committee. rrhe qbject of this 
resolution can be state:cl . in very few worcls. At its last meeting 
in December, 1948, this House appointed a Shaclow Committee
shadow, because the ordinance under which it is set up had not at . 
that time been made law. It came into force in April of this year 
and I now ask the House, so to speak, to convert the shadow into 
the substance. I must arld, Sir, that I have consulted the Un
official Members of this House and I have received no intimation 
that any change in membership is required as between shadow. and 
the substantive committee. The present members are: 

Mr G. A. Akinfenwa of Ibaflnn. 
Chief George Adertula, the SaRhere of Owo. 
Mr Reere Eclnkughoof Wani. . 

The First Member for the Oyo Province (Chief I. }3. Akinyele, 
o.B.E._, the Osi Balogun of lbadan) : 
I rise to second. 

His Honour: 
Theme i 11 fn vour ~my " Aye ", t boRe to the contrary " No ''. 

'f,l '' A '' I 't 1e · yeH 1ave 1 .. 

The Acting Secretary (Development), Western Provinces: 
Your Honour, I rise to move a resolution standing in my name 

thnt the House do ratify the appointment of members of the vVestern 
Hegional Pr:Hlud.ion Development. Ronrcl. ThiR motion, Sir, iR on . 
·111 f · n : · ~ with the ln.st. mw :lllcl I JWt'cl not ruJH!~ t. the renROTlR. 11he 

lllt>lll k•r t> in question are: 

The. Honourable A. Soetan, the Aro of Kemtn.; 
'I1he Honourable G. I. Obaseki. 
Mr .T. B. Arifalo. 
'l 1 hL~ Honourable Akinpelu Obisesan, o.D.E. 
Mr E. A. Sanda. 
Chief J essa Ogboru. 

Y9ur Honour, I beg· to move, 
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The First Member for 'the Oyo Province (Chief I. B. Akinyele, 
o.B.E., the Osi Balogun of lbadan) : 
I rise to second. 

His Honour: 
'rhose in favour say " Aye ", tlwHe to the contrary " No ". 

" Ayes " have it. 
'rhe 

The A<;:ting Secretary (Development), Western Provinces: '· 
Your Honour, I must explain that the motions (d) (e) on the 

Order Paper sh'ould not be there. (f) should be (d) and should be 
in the same form as (h) ;md (c). 

His Honour: 
I thi.uk ,,;e shottlll put it to Ut e Hou:·w that. lllulions (rZ) <tll<l (e) 

be deletetl from the Order of the Day. 'l'ho::;e in favour say " Aye ", 
those .to the con trury " No ". 'rhe " Ayes " have it. 

The Acting Secretary (Development), Western Provinces: 
Your Honour, I rise to move t.he resolution sta nrli ug in my imme 

that the House <lo ratify the appointment of the members of the 
Cotton Representative Committee. 'rlt.is motion is similar to the 

· other motions. 
'l'h e mem be1~8 ure : 

:Mr J. F. F. Eleghe<le of M:eko. 
Chief Obanla of Ijero. 
:Mr J. 0. Akinacle of Oyo. • 
Chief Elabor, the Onog-ie of Ubiaja.. 

Your Honour, I beg to move. 

The First Member for the Oyo Province (Chief I. B. Akinyele, 
o.B.E., the Osi Balogun of lbadan) : 
I rise to second. 

His Honour: 
· Those in favour say " Aye ", those to the c..:ontra.ry " No ". 'fhe 

" Ayes " have it. 

BILLS 

A BILL FO.n ~\N OumNANCE TO ~\1.\ KE PlWVI~:> WK AH To TllE .AYPLIC.\ ' I'ION 

ANn ·~romFICATION ov \VurTTEN L ,\\\' H lN HJ·:T. AT ioN To ~L\NI>.\Tl~~:> 

OF ·rnE LEAGUE <H' NATION~ .\ NJ> 'J'lJE 'l'LW~TE I·:.s nn• SY~TEM 

OF 1~1-m UNITEJl NATIONS 

The Senior Crown Counsel : 
Your Honour, I ris t~ i.o lllove <l rt!sohtt1on thi1.t this Hon~e <lo 

n<lvi se His Exeellency tlw Uoven1or thilf, tltis Bill i :::; <IC'cephtble to 
Ow House. ; · 

Tltt! Jlt'( ',t'SsiL.v f<;,. fhis Hill (lf 'i:-;v:-; frolll the f<t< 'i of n iH ft• rmin;dioJl 
of the Leug·ue of Natious nllll the erea.iion uf Trust territories 

• 
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under the l 1uitecl .Kat.ion~ Charter. Jt Lt>< ·.omes ne<·essar,,·, there
fore thut the ienitory wltich is 11ow known in ·our l:l\\"S ·as the ' . . 
Cameroons und er Hri t.ii'\h lll<t!Hh te ~lwul d c:ense to be so known and 
shoul<l Le k ncnnt iu {ui ure a:-; the Cameroons utuler the U nitec1 
King<lom rrru~teeHhip. It bec:om.es necessny, therefore, to mttke 
necessary provi:-;ion to achieve that object in our Interpretation 
Ordinance which is the clefinitiuu ordinance. rrlwt is one object of 
this Bill. 

The other obj ~d :-Clause -1: li'\ < ~ OIIi'\e<ptential aud proposes n 
<'erb iu amendment in respe< ~t of the expression " territory under 
British Mandate " which appears in (' ertain onliuauees, notably the 
European Officers' Pensions Onlinance (Chapter 2.6) and the 
\Vido1Ys ' ancl Orphans' Pensions Ordinance (Chapter 28). The . 
. effect of clause 4 is to provide t hat such referenees shall 

(n) oontinue to apply to mandated' territories which have not 
become Trust 1'erri tor.ies, ai1d 

(7;) thnt this re!ferenee shnll apply ·to m<.nulated territories 
wl1 ic ~h have now lleeollW 'rrust 1'errit.ories ml.<l er the United 
Kingdom Trusteeship. 

Your Honour, I beg to move. 

The Senior Resident, Oyo Province : 

Youi· Honour, I rise to seeoml. 

His Honour: 
The tlUei'\tion is "That this ]louse rlo <Hhise 1-I:is Exeelleney that 

this HiJl is ae(:eptable in principle t.n this I-1ouse." rrhose in favour 
sn.y '' Aye '', those to the contrary '' No ''. 'fhe '' Ayes '' have it . 

His Honour: 
The House will now resuh·e itself into Committee to consider the 

Bill elause by clause. 

llousf' in Crmm~'itt.ce. 

C' l(Jnses 1-4. 

Title. 
Enactment. 
I-1 nuse resumed. 

· The Senior Crown Counsel : 

Your Honom·, T lwg to rrpnrt. ihe Bill from Committee without 
amendment. 

His Honour: 

:rhe ~ues_t.ion is " 11hat this llous0. clo n.clvise His Excellency that 
~:us n~:l IS acrepb ble to tllis House." ' Those in favour say 

Aye , thoi'\e io tlw cold.rnry " No": The "AJ'PS '' hnve it. 
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' 
A BILL FOR AN ·ORDINANCE FURTHER To AMEND THE NIGERIA CocoA 

MARI\ETING BoARD 0RDINANC:I<!, 1947 

The Deputy Director of Agriculture: 
Your. Honour, I rise to move a resol u tiou that this House do 

advise His Excellency the Governor that the Bill for an Ordinance 
further to amend the Nigeria Cocoa Marketing Board Ordinance, 
1947, is acceptable to this House. 

The objects of this amending Bill are:-
(a) To limit the exemption from the Income Tax Ordinan<'e, 

1943, which the Board enjoys to the provisions of seetions 
26 and 43 of that Ordinance. 

(b) To enable the Cocoa Marketing Board to make and the 
Government to receive loans. 'l'he actual terms of each · 
such loan will be a .matter for negotiations between the 
parties, but an agreement will be of no effect until the. 
terms have been approved hy resolution of the Legislative 
Council. 

Your Honour, I beg to move. 
The Fifth Nominated Member (M r E. A. Sanda) : 

Your Honour, I rjse to second. 

His Honour: 

Th~ question is " That this House do advise His Excellency that 
this Bill is acceptable in principle to this House." Those in favour 
say " Aye ", those to the contrary " No ". ~rhe " Ayes " have it. 

The House will now resolve itfwlf into Committee to consider the 
Bill clause by clause. 

House in Committee. 
Clauses 1-3. 
Title. 
Enactment . . 
H ou.se resumed. 

The Deputy Director of Agriculture : 
Your Honour, I beg to report the Rill from Committee without 

amendment. 

His Honour: 
The question is " That this House do advise· His Exeelleney that 

this Bill is nccep~able to this Hom;e." rrhose in . favOIIl' fHW 

" Aye ", those to the contrary " No ". rrhe " Ayes have it. 

·. A BILL FOR AN 0IlDINANC1~ TO AMEND THE ExcrsE ORDINANCE, ] D4l 

The Senior Crown Counsel : 

Your Honour, I rise to move n. resolution that this Hou~(~ do 
:ulvis~1 His Excellency the Governor that, the Hill to n.mrml the 
g.xc·ise Orclinance, 1!)41, is :weeptable to the House 1 
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':rhe amendment proposed is purely formal and it is designed to 
bring seetion 13 of the Exeise Ordinance, 1941, into conformity 
with the present Constitution of the Leg·islative Council under the 
new Constitution. 

As Members are aware, the manner of legislating since the ·new 
Constitution came into operation is quite different from .the old 
method. Unfortunately this ~ection 13 (2) of the Excise 
Ordinanee still remains in the old form and it is as follows:-.-

" It shall be lawful for the Legislative Council from time to . 
time by resolution, in so far as such resdlution relates to the 
Colony and to the Southern Provinces, and the . Gov·ernor 
hy order, in so far as such order relates to the Northern 
Provinces , to impose! excise duties and to revoke, reduce, 
increase or alter any such duties and to provide for 
exemptions therefrom.'' 

\Vell, as Members are well aware, that· form of legislating is obsolete 
and antiquated. rrhe objeet of this Bill is to remove the antiquity. 

Your Honour, I beg to move. 

The Acting Secretary (Finance), Western Provinces: 
Your lion om;, I rise to second. 

His Honour: 

.. 
' ·, 

The question is " rrhat this House do advise His Excellency that 
this Bill is acceptable in principle to this House." . Those in favour 
say " Aye ", those to the contrary " No " . The " Ayes " have it. 

The House will now resolve itself into Committee to consider 'the 
Bill clause by clause. 

House in Committee. 
Clauses 1-2. 
Title. 
Enactment. 
House resumed. 

The Senior Crown Counsel : 
Your Honour, I beg· to report the Bill from Committee without . 

ameurlment. 

His Honour: 
rrhe question is. " rrlmt this House <lo nclvise His Excellency that . 

this Bill is neceptnble t.o thiR House .'' ·Those in favour say 
" Aye ", those to the contrary " No ". The " Ayes " have it. 

A BILL Fon. AN 0Rl.HNANCE TO AMEND TI-m N ATTVE Coun.Ts 
ORDINANCE, 1948 

The Senior Crown Counsel : 
Your Honour, I lwg to move a resolution that this House do advise 

Hi:;; Ex<·ell<'lWY the Govt->rnor that -the 13ill to mne'ncl the N-n.tive 
Co;rrts Orclina~tee, 1D48, is :w< ~eptable t.o the House. 
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r:rhe obj eet of this Bill i~ merely to eorred errors of punctuat ion . 
In the Ordinance as it ~tauch , ~ed ion 5, then~ are two comm:~,s in 
the \vrong p,laees, one in th e ~ecow1 lin e <111<1 the other in the ihinl 
l . f t . r ( I ) r I 1 ' ' I . . ·1 ' ' l " 1'1' ' ' 1ne o · ~ee ,toll d atlur L te \\'on s tontH'.l< e <til< o· ew:e , 

respectively. rl'he objeet of this Bill is t.o r emove these comnw~ and 
to introduee a new one :.1£t.er the wonl " court " in the second line 
of the same sub-section.' 1'he seeond objed of the Bill is to remove 
from sub-section . 5 (4) of the On1inanee the words " an order made 
by a J uclge u1irler paragTaph (a) of sub-section (2) " As it stands 
that reference is quite wrong. 

Yo11r Honour , I b eg- (-.o 111ovn . 

The Acting Secretary, Western Provinces : 
Your Honour, I rise to He< :on<1. 

His Honour· : 
rl'he question is "rJ'Jw.(; this lfo\IS(\ clo <l<h·isl' J-TiH 'Excell<·) \I<~Y that 

the Bill is acceptable iit _prineiple to t his Ilouse. " Those in Llvour 
say " Aye ", those to. the contrary " No ". The " Ayes " h ave it. 

The House ·will now r esolve itself into Committee to consid er the 
. Bill clause by clause. 

H. on:ic ·/n Cmnm·/tt cc . 
Clauses 1-2. 
Title. 
Enactment: 
H nuse 1·esumed. 

The Senior Crown Counsel : 
Your Honour, I beg to report-. the Bill from Committee without 

:unendment ~ 

His Honour: 
The ·question is " rl'lwt this House clo advise His Excellency that 

this ,Bill is aceeptable to this House." 1'ho~e in favour 
say " Aye ", those to the contr:.1ry " No ' '. rl'he " Ayes " lutve it. 

A ' BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TI-IE MINERAL OILS ORDINANCE 

The Senior Crown Counsel : 
Your Honour , I rise to move <l rP:-mlution that this House r1o 

advise His Exeelleuey the Governor t lutt the Bill to amend the 
~1:ineral Oils Ordinance is areept:.1ble to this House. 

In the present Ordinance, submarine are:as beneath the territori:.1l 
waters ·a£ Nigeria nre outside the scope of this Ordinance, :.1nd it is 
. eousiderecl desiru ble that these arens, that is, the submarine :.'lrens , 
should be iuelurl ec1 within the scope of o11eraiion s·. 'l'h e intention 
of this Bill is to give effed to iltat oh.i ed. 

Your Honour, I beg to move. 

The' Resident, ljebu Province: 
Your Honour, 'r rise to second. 

.I 
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His Honour: 

'l'he question is '' 'l'lwt t.hi:'l Housp 1lo a1lvi::;e His Exeelleney that 
this JEll i:-; ac·ePptab!.e in prinl'iple to tltis Hou:-;e." l'hose in favour 
say " Aye", those io the eontrary "No". The" Ayes" have it. 

'l'he House will now resolve itself into Committee to consider the 
Bill elause by clause. 

House in Committee. 
Clauses 1-2. 
'i''itle. 
Enactment. 
H o·use 1·esU?ned. 

The Senior Crown Counsel : 

Your Honour, I beg to report the Hill from Committee· without 
amenclmeu t. 

His Honour: 

'l'he q uest.ion is " That this Ifouse do ad viRe His Jtxcellency that 
thiR Bill is · aeeeptnble to this House .. " 'l'hose in favour say 
" Aye ", those to the eo11trary " No ". 'l'he " Ayes " ·have it. 

A BILL FOR .\N OmnNANCE TO FURTIIJm AMEND TIIE NATIVE 

Cnn,mmN (CvsTOl>Y ANl> H.EFOJDIATION) <hu>INANGE (CAP. 82) 

The Senior Crown Counsel : 
Your Honour, I beg to move a re·solution that this Honse do 

aclviHe His Exeelleni..:v the Governor tlwt a Bill further to amend 
th.e Native Children. (Custody awl Reformntiou) Ordinance· (Cap. 
82) is :1cceptable to this House. · 

\.Vhen, under the present l;tw, a J uclge or . Mugistr:1te issues a 
maiHhte for the detention of a cltil1l in a reform:1tory or such places, 
the expe:nse of maintaining that 1·hil<l lluri1tg- the period of deten
tion has hitherto been borne from the general revenue\ of N,igeria . . 
Now the objeet of this Bill is tu empower a .Judge or Magistrate · 
·who nmke::; an Ol'(1er for the manuate to incl ucle in that order a 
sentence to the effect that the father or :-;tep-fathe~r of the child, or 
the mother or step-mother or t.he guan1inn, should make some 
eontribut.ion towanls the mainten;mce of the chilfl. I Members will 
observe that there is lJrovision in the Bill that this power 'vould 
not be exercised except in cases where the Court is satisfied that the 
nePil for the m:nH1ate :1rose from t lH' 1wg-leet of the father or foster 
parent of the rhi1(1. Also, the Hill provirles two other snfeg-unn1R. 
'l'lw t i:-;, before the Court make::; any or(ler, it will be satisfied by 
e~xam ina tion concl ucte(1 by itself that the parent has the means to 
make the contribution required under the Ordinance and, secdnclly, 
no orcler for c·ontribution will be in excess of £4 per month. 

Your Honour, I beg to move. 
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The Second Member. for the On do Province (Mr P. A. Oladapo): 

Your Honour, 1 rise to :'H~ confl. 

His Honour: 
'l'he lfnestiou is " 'l'hat this Hout:le do advise His :Exeellency that 

thi:-; Bill i::,; acceptable in principle to this House." T_hose in 
favour sny " Aye ", those to the contrary " No ". The " Ayes " 
have it. ' 

'l'he Hou:-;e will now resolve itself into Committee to consider 
the Bill clause by clause. 

ll ow;e ·in Committee. 
Cla·uses 1-4. 
Title. 
Frea.m.b le. 
Knachnent. 
f[ OilS(' /'f'S'll?nC£l. 

The Deputy Director of Agriculture : 
Your Honour, I lw·g- 1-o l'f'lH1rt th0 Bill front Colttmittet~ without 

: llll l' 11 ( l Jll (' ll 1-. 

His Honour: 
Tb t> quesi ion is " 'l'hat thi::; House Ju :uhi~t· His Bxc:elleucy 

ilw t this Jhll i:-; :u·cephtble to this House ." rn10se in favour say 
'' \ '' ' 1 t tl 1· ' ' --,~ '' r]' I . ' A . ' 1 . ,· ,Y!~ , ( IO Rl> 0 I E' !'011 T:ll',\' ~'0 . _ H-' .. ' y es ' !fiVe 1t. 

His Honour: 
AJHl tlt :d . Oetdlt'omen , bri tt g·:-; u s iu tltt• eutl of .tht· lmsinPss of 

this lJtedi ng- of tlH· }~unsL'. Th<· Hou:-;t-! will now :Hljonru sine di e. 

'f'lu · !l u usi ' or/jnl/1'11 <'11 11! 77.:) :} 1/ . ill. s tili' rli r. . 


