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763 . Oath of
. WESTERN HOUSE OF
ASSEMBLY :
TUESDAY, 2np SEPTEMBER, 1958
The House met at 10.13 a.m.
~ PRAYERS
(Mr Speaker in the Chair)
OATH OF ALLEGIANCE

Mr Adeoye Adisa took and subscribed to
the oath of allegiance.

PAPERS LAID

Reports of the Accountant-General,
Western Region—The Financial Statement
for the year ended 31st March, 1957.

Report of Local Government, . Western

-Region, for the year 1957.

Annual Report of the Department of Social
Welfare, Western Region, 1956-57.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

The Minister of Home Affairs and
Midwest Affairs (Chief A. Enahoro):
The Government’s business for this meeting
i1s as set out on today’s Order Paper. Hon.
Members are also aware that there are a
number of Private Members’ Motions. It is
proposed to take all stages of the Local
Government Bill, the Public Health (Amend-
ment) Bill, and the Births, Deaths and Burials
(Amendment) Bill today, and to complete
the other stages of the Supplementary
Appropriation Bill tomorrow, and to devote
Thursday to Members’ Motions. We hope
the House wwill rise on Thursday.

PI'SRSONAL EXPLANATIONS

Chief J. A. Ogedengbe : If there is any
party in Nigeria that wants the unity of this

. country, that caters for the common man,.

1t is the Actisn Group Party. (Shouts of
“shame! shame!” from Opposition Members).
By the past performances of the Action
Group Government in this Region, I am
convinced that this Action Group party is
the only party that can lead us to independence
and at the same time t?spre freedom for all.

I have been mandated’ by the people of my
constituency to declare for the Action Group,
and I am convinced from my heart of hearts
that the Action Group is-the party of the
common man. (Cheers from  Government
Benches)

Mr Speaker Sir, 1 therefore declare for the
Action Group. (Chemc and jeers from all
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szdes of the House. Chief Ogedengbe then
crossed from the NCNC Benches to the
Action Group Benc/zes)

Mr F. A. Oyalowo: I have been
mandated by the Egba people dnd my consti-
tuency, that is, Egba Central, from now on to
declare for the Action Group. Mr Oyalowo,
amidst cheers and jeers, then crossed from
the NCNC Benckes to the Action Group
Benches).

BUSINESS MOTIONS -

* Chief Enahoro : After this exhilarating
exhibition, I beg to move that Standing
Order 4 (2) be suspended this day to enable
the House to continue sitting after 1.00 p.m.
if necessary.

The Minister of Local Government
(Alhadji D. S. Adegbenro): I beg to second.

Question proposed.

Question put and agreed io.

[ ' : K
PRESENTATIQN AND FIRST READING
- OF PU‘P.LIC BILLS -

The following Is were pres...ted and
read for the First  1e; they were nrdered +q
be read later in the day —

1. The Supplementary Ag
(1958-59) Bill. :
2. The Local Government (A

(No. 3) Bill. ‘
3. The Public Health (A
Bill.

4. Births, Deaths and Buria
ment) Bill. .

SUPPLEMENTARY APPROP]
BILL: SECOND READI

Order for Second Reading read.

The Minister Of Economic riawmumug
(Chlef C. D. Akran): Mr Speaker, Sir,
I rise to move the Sezond Reading »f a Bill
for a Law to make supplementary provision
for the service of the Western Region for the.
vear ending on the-31st day of March, 1959,
additional to that made under the 1958-59
Approgriation Law, 1958 and the 1958-59 -
Capital Budget Appropriation Law, 1958.

I have it in command from  His Excellency
the Governor in accordance with Standing
Order 73 to convey his recommendatlon for
the consideration of this Bill.

Before I proceed to comment on the
supplementary provision sought under the
Bill and on the supplementary estimates which
support it, I would like to® make some
remarks on the question of procedure for
dealing in this House with Supplementary

L)
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Appropriation Bill

[CHIEF, AKRAN] -

Estimates. Hon. Members will recall -that
when the first Supplementary Estimates for
this financial year were presented at the last
meeting in June, approval was sought by
way of a Resolution. It was intended that
all such' expenditure authorised during the
course of a financial year should be covered

. by only one Appropriation Bill to be presented

to the House at the end of the year. The

resolution .procedure, as some hon. Members

rightly remarked, did not afford the House
adequate opportunity for the examination and

- discussion of the estimates. It has been

decided, therefore, that henceforth a Supple-
mentary Appropriation Bill will be presented
each time the authorisation for supplementary
provision is required. -

- With yo"u"r per. ‘ssion, Mr Speaker, Sir, I

_quote - Standing . ‘der 70 :

“If at any time a. Supplementary
-Appropriation Bill is introduced into the
* House, the provisfons of the Standing
- Order 69. “Appropriation Bill”” shall apply
o the stages of and the proceedings
Jpon a Supplementary Appropriation Bill,

~ except that the debate on Second Reading
shall take place nct less than one day after
the Motion on Second Reading has been
proposed and seconded and not more than
three days shall be allotted to the considera-
tion of the Bill in Committee of Supply”.

[ am sure hon. Members, in particular my
hon. Friend the Member for Urhobo East,
who is the oldest member of the non-
existent Finance Committee, will be pleased
to know that in view.of this Standing Order
I don’t expect them to discuss the supplemen-
tary estimates immediately after this spcech.

‘Now, to turn to the Bill itself. Of the
total sum of £59,648 shown under the first
schedule of the Bill, £13,948 was approved
by a Resolution of this [House at the last

meeting. The following are the more impor-"

tant items included in the balance of £45,500
for which fresh authorisation is required.

- Head 33f o Ministry of Finance—An
additional provision of £28,000 is required

for reimbursement to local authorities for,

expenscs of collection of motor vehicle fees.
This, reimbursement is at a fixed rate of 5
per cent of the revenue actually collected.
It is expected that actual revenue will exceed
the estimate for this vear by about £100,000.
In addition, some payments in respect of
commissions earned last year have had to be
made this year. '
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Head 341 : Logal Government Service
Board.~This is a new Head to provide for
the Local Governmen: Service Board as a
separate non-Ministerial Department.  The
total provision of £8,010 is required for the
remainder of the current financial year.

In my budget speech last March, I
informed the House that Governmient had
set up a Committec to advise’on the integra-
tion of . Departments with the . various
Ministerial offices concerned with their
activities, The Committee has since comp-
leted its work and its reports have been-
considered by Government. The supple-
mentary estimates now before the House

. contain revised estimates which reflect the

reorganisation of staff in each Ministry.
Some reduction in.the number of posts have
been effected in addition to changes in the
designation of some posts. The total saving
in personal etnoluments resulting from the
integration or reorganisation schemes is
£46,735, ’

The second -schedule to the Supplementary
Appropriation Bill shows that a total supple-
mentary provision of £2,490,977 is required
under the Capital Expenditure Estimates for .
this financial year. This figure includes-a
total supplementary provision of [£235,660
approved by Resolution at the last mceting
of this House, and the balance of £2,255,317 °
is made up mostly of revotes. A major
item in the schedule is £1,508,694 under Head
705—Loans. . This is made up of a revote
of the £1,076,000 provided last year for the’
Finance Corporation but which was 'not
used. 'The balance of £430.694 is to provide
the newly established Housing Corporation
with the funds to finance its activities during
the current financial year.

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move.

Chief Enahoro : 1 beg to second.

Question proposed.

Mr Speaker : The debate on this Motion
will stand adjourned till tomorrow to enable

Members scrutinise the supplementary
estimates.

THE LOCAL GOVERNNI:ENT
(AMENDMENT) (NO. 3) BILL
SECOND READING
Order Second Reading read.

Alhadji Adegbenro: I beg to move the
Secend Reading of a Bill for a Law further to
amend the Local Government Law, 1957.
This Bill seeks to make provision firstly,
for the rémoval of a Chairman of a Council
......... (Opposition Members : Shame, Shame),
when due notice of such removal has been
given in thé, proper manner. Section 2 of

¢
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769 Local Government
(Amendment) (No 3)

[MR Ovrasu]

to force things. on people and there is no
clearer mcthod than this. These members
in most cascs are Action Group supporters.

On the third amendment, Sir, while we on

“this side of the Hous¢ are not opposing it, the
- Governmcnt has prescribed that rights which |
" formerly belonged to the old authority have
‘lapsed and are now vested in existing Local

Government Authorities. With this; Sir,
I beg.to oppose the Second Reading of the
Amendment.

" MrV.I. Amadasun : I thank my star......
(Interruption). Mr Speaker, Sir, before I say
anything I would like to read the first proposal
This Bill sceks to amend
the Local'Government Law (No. '3) of 1957,
to provide that where a motion to remove
the Chajrman is before the Council the
responsibility for calling a meecting to discuss
the proposal and for procedings at the meeting

‘shall be discharged by the Secretary of the

~-~-ncil and wot the Chairman who is
osed to be removed.

1d now, Mr Speaker, Sir, I would like
wie Minister of. Llocal Government to say
what kind of Motion .it is. Is it a good
NMa~ejon or a bad Motion ?  What the Minister
ocal Government simply wants to imple-
t here is that in any Council, any of the
‘‘‘‘‘‘ ibers of the Action Group at any time
rmay move a motion that the Chairman who
i. NCNC should be removed. To come to

- the results of the last local election, if I am

gn the opportunity, I will show why this
s. .alled Action Group Party controlling
the Government of the Western Region is
not' doing anything......... What type of
Motion is that? ~And now, Mr Speaker,
you see the financial control is given to.........
(interruptions). :

Now, Mr Speaker, Sir, you can sce that
the Secretary—and I am not-anticipating the
Speaker, Sir—the Secretary was given
extraordinary po> s to be the Electoral

Officer and also tt. s Secretary of the Council..

You know we arc ‘all human beings. Now
he has been given the power to call a meeting
and to remove—whof is he to remove?

. That is why we are opposing it.

It is high time, Mr Speaker, Sir, that the
Minister of Local Government of this
Region was removed. - (Interruptions). And
we have told him so, that he can be removed.
(Interruption). WMr Speaker, Sir, according
to what my learned Friend has just read, it is
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time these types of amendment to the Local |

~Government Law.
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Government Law were stopped. Power
should not be given to a Secretary to remove
an NCNC Chairman of the Council. Mr
Speaker, Sir, I beg to propose.

Mzr P. K.’ Tabiowo : Mr Speaker Sir,
1 risc to opposc the Amendment on the Local
Government Law. © When the Local Govern-
ment Law was first introduced, I can still
remember that I was one of those Members
who debated it before it was passed into Law.
The intention of the Government in intro-
ducing it then was different from what it is
being used for at this time. The Ministry

_of Local Government is a most difficult

Ministry to head because it deals with human
beings and there is nothing so difficult to deal
with as human beings. If I had' my way
I would suggest that the Government of this
Region should look round and find somebody
else, somebody better than  the present
Minister of Local Government......... (inter-
ruptions). I zgy that with all emphasis.
I would suggiyt in this place the hon.
Minister of Economlc Planning. Heis aman
of action, a man of experience. He is such a
man, a man of high calibre. I would like a
man who has gone on a pilgrimage, when he
returns,’ to. have some holiness about him.
(Shame! Shame!l). 1t s%ould be a shame for

the Ministry to have such a man as this at

its Head.

Mr Speaker, Sir, what is all this amendment
for?” Today an amendment of the Local
Government Law tomorrow an amendment
of the Local Government Law, the day after
an amendment of the same Law The Law

—the /last thing that should happen—has

been changed, mutilated, tampered with,
with all sorts of acts of wickedness, and yet
again there is an amendment to the Local
What is all this amend-
ment about? Itis onlyJust the Action Group

. desire to control all thé District Councils in

the Western Region. What is democracy?
We should allow the minority to live and to
live peacefully. If we desire peace and
tranquility in Nigeria, in this Western
Region, it is not by this method that we can
achieve it. It is not by this method that
people can live in peace in this. Western
Region. .

Now this present Amendment only sprang
up in the mind of the Minister because he
was not able to unseat the Chairman of, a
particular District Council in the Delta Area
because he found it absolutely impossible
constitutionally to inject a traditional mem-
ber. I remember, last June, I raised a

A
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Local Government

(Amendment) (No. 3)

[Cuier OpuTA-OTUTU]

the members of the Council. Mr Speaker,
Sir, having been Chairman of a District
Council for thrce vears—I1 was the Chairman
of a District Council until_the Action Group,
the party in power—toolk this Council from
MiE....o.... (laughter). NMr Speaker, Sir, in a
few weeks' time, delegates of the Western
. Region will be going to the United Kingdom
to ask for certain .rights and privileges from
our British mesters and it is therefore proper
“for them to show some good examples which
~ would entitle them to such rights and
privileges. Mr Speaker Sir, the Action

~21
~!
LY

Group party has introduced certain features .

of Local Government tactics in this Region
but I think it is high time thesc fraudulent
‘practices were stopped. The Local-Govern-
ment Law, Sir, has adequate provisions for
calling the meeting ol a Council. The
Secretary, when a new (.,  ncil is elected, has
a duty to call the first me-%ing of the Council,
to preside over such a meeting and after the
Chairman has been elected & becomes the
duty of the.Chairman to call the meeting or
subsequent meetings. 'The only reason why,
Sir, thr " "'nister has introduced this amend-
ment is _..2d on the fact that in somc previous
cascs he has failed to get his party to control
certain District Councils in this Region. It
is a well-known fact that a majority of
Secretaries of I.ocal Government Councils
are of Action Group leaning for if they arc
not they must be removed. I am saying this
authoritatively. o ‘

_‘_Government " Benchas :  How many
have been so removed ?

Chief Opuia-Otutu : Efforts are being
-made to transfer somc from that area. 1t is
a weli-known fact that alout 99 per cent of
Secretaries of Local Councils in the Western
Region have either Action Group leanings or
are their active supporters. If you are not a
supporter of the Action Group you are thrown
“out of the job.

Alhaji Adegbenro :  On point of explana-
tion, Mr Speaker, Sir,
Secretary/Treasurers’  appointments  are
determined by the L.ocal Government Service

Board. .
Opposition Benches : Menace of Local
Government_ | Shame, shame !!

Chief Oputa-Otutu : Mr Spcakel Sir,
I am saying that thlS amendment is unneces-
sary.

Government
. respect ? .

Chief Oputa-Otutu : Therc are adequate
provisions in this Local Government Law to

Benches : In  what
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.District Council in the Region.

- Benches: All of them).

Secretarics and

- they have no good footing.
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T

allow the summoning of a meeting of any

Chairman may surnmon the meeting of the
Council or one- thrd of the members of the
Council may do so.  For goodness sake, Mr
President (laughter from Government Benche-s).

Mr Speaker : 1 hke that‘p.romotion
(laughter). ‘

Chief Oputa-Otutu : Mr Spcaker, Sir, 1
have nothing more to add (““Sit down, sit
down’ from Government Benches) as T have more
Motions and more to say when they come up,
but would add lastly that this amendment is
very unnecessary and it is only meant, as
already mentioncd by a Member of this side of
the House (Opposition), to introduce another
means of taking away NCNC councils from
the NCNC and bringing them under the
control of the Action Group Party. Mr
Speaker, Sir, I beg to oppuse.

Mr A. O. Adesokan : Mr Speaker Sir,
before I oppose this Motion I would like to
know the number of chiefs cn the Govern-
ment DBenches in this House (Opposition

Government benches are turning the Govern-
ment into a trading organisation. If you
read section 2 of the Objects and Reasons it
says this Bill further secks to amend the Local
Government. Law, 1957, No. 12 to provide
for the grant, subject to the approval of the
Minister, of an allowance to ex-Chiefs and
other ex-holders of traditional titles. Some
of the Members of the Government Benches
have no blood relationship with any chief-
taincy family in this Region and, when they
are admitted as members they want to go to
the Councils and ask for grants.

This type of law will not help this Region.
You are only eating up the tax-payers’ money.
The Minister of Local Government is playing
with the intelligence of the people of this
Regionr by amendmg the Local Government
Law every minute, every hour, every day.
The Minister of Local Government makes a
practice of amending the Local Government
Law to suit the Government Party wherever
They are
turning the Government into a trading
organisation. In places where the Action

Group did noat control councils, it is their

ambition to gain councils by force. In the
Ibadan District Council, the Minister of
Local Government said that in -wards where
an Action Group: member won the local
election, the tax assessment committee for
this area should bc—ﬁActxon Group, 4 and
NCNC, 2.

Either the -

If all on the- Govern-.
ment Benches are chiefs it means that the .
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777 Local Governinent
(Amendment) (No. 3)
[AL¥AD]T ADEGBENRO] ,

. o
agreement in writing and this was done over
the signature of the Chairman,of the Ibadan

District Council, that is why I gave my -

ruling.

Mr Speaker, Sir, I have already indicated
earlier that certain councils have been put
into great dificulty in  performing their

functions and, as a result, the poor tax-payers

have suffered greatly. For example, In
Urhobo Eastern District Council after the
election, the Chairman who was elected lost

" . the confidenice of the members of the council

and a motion was tabled in accordance with
the Standing Order of the Council and also in
accordance with sections 30 and 32 of the
Local Government Law. And not only in
Urhobo, but also in Ijebu Eastern District
Council, the, same situation arose. The
Chairman elected lost the confidence of the
Council. For the enlightenment of Members
Of the Opposition, may I say ‘that the Ijebu
T-stern . District ‘Council is Action Group
atrolled, and a similar situation arose as
s arisen in  Urhobo Eastern District
uncil. The Chairman lost confidence in
> Council and the members tabled a motion
In  accordance with their own Standing

"Orders and also with the provisions of the

Local Government Law. But what hap-
ned 7 Now, the Standing Orders of the
uncil are based upon the standard form
ich was issued from the Ministry of Local
wernment but there are people who will

to any length in their own personal
erest to disturb the smooth working of

“the local government institution in this

Region ; they hide under section 41 (2) of
the Law ; that is, where the Chairman feels
it is time to adjourn a meeting he can adjourn
any meeting at any stage of the proceedings,
and that will be the end of the matter. What
happened was tl-  the motion would never be

. tabled. The -Irman in each case, who

had atrended tii meetings of the Counc1l
more than three times refused to allow the

‘motion to be tabled.?®

In one particular respect, the Council had
not been able to levy the rates for the ensuing
year or prepare any estimates for 1959.
Rate collection in this Region will comn»nce
in  September, ‘that is, this month ;
but in Urhobo Eastern District Council,
there has not been any function whatsoever
performed by the Council. Rates have not
been levied and Estimates have not been
preparcd. My Ministry is greatly disturbed
by this disgraceful performance of people
who claim to champion the cause of the
common men there. " You will understand,
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* Sir, why it is necessary for my Ministry to

come to the rescue of the people who pay

_rates to obtain the services which they should

enjoy. Now, this' Bill, Mr Speaker Sir,
simply states that where a motion has been
properly tabled that is, according to Standing
Orders, where the motion has been in writing
and the appropriate number of members of

the council support it, in some cases one-.

third and some cases ten, and so on before
the House, the Secretary of the Council
who, according to the provisions of the Local
Government Law presided at the first
meeting of the Council to elect a chairman,

should also' preside at the election of a

chairman when a motion to remove him is
being debated. That is, a Chairman will no
longer preside at that stage and will allow
the Secretary, who is empowered under the
Law, to preside over the election of a Chair-
man so that members would be able to
debate the motion (and the election .of
‘chairman is also by secret ballot by members
of the,Council), and will have the opportunity
of deciding whether the motion is supported
or defeated.

It should. be left to the members of the
Council to decide which way they want to
go and it will be unfair to the tax-payers to
have to keep someonc in the chair indefinitely
when no function is performed under that
particular chairman. That is "the purpose
in introducing this Bill. It doés follow
that unless a motion is tabled by members of
the Council, in the appropriate manner,
there is no power vested in my Ministry to
remove any Chairman. I do not have the
power at all. We have no power to remove
any chairman from Council. It is left
to the members of thie council who are duly
elected .to determine whether a particular
chairman continues to enjoy their confidence
or not and when they decide that he does not,
the case should be left to their discretion to
decide whether to put a man of their choice
in the chair so that the people may have
returns for the tax they pay into the council.

I shall now go to the second aspect of the
Bill which makes ptovision for ex gratia

allowances to ex-holders of traditional ofﬁces .

or ex-chiefs. Well, it 1s.difficult Sir, for
people who are not chiefs or people who
have not traditional connection with chief-
taincies to understand any little thing said
about chieftaincies in this House.

Several Opp051t10n Members : Most
of you are chiefs !. ' ‘

Alhadji Adegbenro : Fortunately, I am
not a chief and I want to say Sir, that in this
Region, ever before a party system came
into being, chiefs have been deposed,

%
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[ALHAD]I ADEGBENRO]

chiefs ‘had been deported, and allow-
ances have been paid to them. Now, in
this case, section 101 of the Local Govern-
ment Law stipulates that a council can only
maintain certain traditional offices which are
being maintained on its appointed day.
This appointed day is the date upon which
the council comes into office and those offices
which are not offices as such cannot be
maintained by the Council and, as Minister
of Local Government, I cannot authorise any
council to make such ex gratia payment to
ex-holders of traditional offices. This Bill,
Mr Speaker, Sir only allows a council to take
a decision where they think that a chief has

“been deposed and that out of sympathy the

council feels certiin ex gratia paymert should
be given to maintain him like the sort of ex
gratia allowance paid to civil servants. The
councils should be given the opportunity of
doing so in their own resolution. Thus, mem-
bérs will remember that some time ago in this
House, members of the opposition urged that
ex gratia paymentto be given to the ex-Onogie
of Ubiaja should be increased from 5 per cent
to 20 per cent. That is the type of thing we
would like the council themselves to decide.

The third aspect of this Bill is that which
says that the rights, interests, obligations and

‘liabilities -of the local authorities, when

dissolved, should be transfered to local
government councils. :

Members of }he‘ Opposition:
worry about that.

Alhaji Adegbenro: Well, I am happy
that Members say ‘“‘Don’t worry about that”
but the point I want to make is this:
people have.got up and said the Minister of
Local Government continues to amend the
Law from time to time, or at every breakfast.
But now I am-'delighted that Members of the
Opposition - have said that they would not
quarre] with all the aspects of this amending
Bill. If the Minister of Local Government
had not been vigilant enough to detect that
the provisions of the 1952 Law should be
incorporated in the 1957 Law, I wonder how
this amendment would have corae before this
House today and I wonder how councils will
be able as of right, to inherit certain assets,
interests and so on.from dissolved local
authorities. That is one reason: why by
experience and by the progress made by
local government councild and by day to day

Don’t

-supervision in the field, we must come to this
House to introduce amendments to the local.

government institution which'is the bedrock

of a stable government. :
any part of the world must be based upon the
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stability of the local government institution
under it. If the local government institution
is weak, no doubt, the government of that
country will be weak. For this reason, we
must be vigilant on-the operation of the Law
to see that those things that are not up
to date .come to this House for full debate
so that they may be incorporated in the Law,
and that not only Members of this House,
but the ratepayers alsc and the electorate
will be able to see that they have maximum
return for the rates. and taxes which they pay
to local authorities. | :

Mr Speaker,- Sir, I beg to move that the
Bill be read a Second time. B

Question proposed.

Question put and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the Second. time and
ordered for Committee nov.

In the Commattee.

Chief Oputa-Otutu : Mr Chairman, I
have a very simple amendment ; that such a
Motion to remove a chairman should be
signed by at least two-thirds of the members of -
the council, or 1%don’t mind accepting an
amendment by the Minister changing it to
50 per cent of the mcraers of the council.

Alhaji Adegbenr  Mr Speaker Sir, I
cannot accept the amendment proposed
because it will be in conflict with section 30 of
the Law.  The chairman when constitution- .
ally elected, is elected by -a majority ¢ the
members of the council and equally awsu it
will conflict with sections 30 and 32. (2)
which stipulate that if the chairman refuses
to summon a meeting such a meeting could
be summoned by only one-thitd o the
members of the council. If that is so .. will
be outrageous on the operations of the local
government-to stipulate that only two-thirds
majority will be reasonable to remove a
chairman. .

" Mr Speaker : The question 1is that
clause 2 be amended to the effect that at least
50 per cent of the mempers of the Council
_should vote in support of the removal of the
Chairman of the Council-

Question proposed.
Question put and negatived.
Clauses 1, 2, 3 and 4 agreed to.

Question proposed.
Question put and agreed to.

Mr Speaker resumed the Chair.

Bill reported without amendment, read the
Third time and passed. :
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PUBLIC HEALTH (AMENDMENT)
BILL, 1958: SECOND READING

Ordcr for Second Reading read.

The Minister of Health and Social
Welfare (Mr J. O, Adigun) : Mr Speaker,
Sir, I risc to move the Second Reading of the
Public Health (Amendment) Law, 1958.

. As the Law stands at present, no local
~ Government Council has powers under any
" enactment now in force to make Bye-laws
for the control and regulation of Burial
Grounds. . Thave received numerous requests
from vartous Local Government Councils
asking that these powers be granted, and it is
with the object of granting these powers to
Councils that >resent this Bill to amend
. the Public Hea v Law.

- As is stated m the Objects and Reasons
paragraph, the purpose of the Public Health
(Amendment) Bill & to give Local Govern-
- ments Councils power to make Bye-laws
n~rohibiting or regulating burials in places

ther than those already declared Public

jurial Grounds.
Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move.

Chief Oputa-Otutu : Mr
Sir, we are not opposing this Bill. But I
should like to make a few remarks.” The
Action Group Party has by design man-
. aged to control a majority of the Councils
'n this Region, and that party, Mr Speaker,
Sir, is still struggling to control all the
Zouncils in this: Region. I should not,
therefore, be surprised if these Councils are
" going to use this Law for victimising NCNC

t

Speaker,

supporters in the various Council areas.-

‘Government Benches : Action Group
' controlled councils will use Burial Grounds
" to victimise NCINC supporters ?

Chief Oputa-Otutu : The Council will
move a motion that one NCNC supporter’s

compound, or the back of his compound -

-should be used as burial ground.’

" Mr Speaker : Will that not be a double-
edged sword ? .
Chief -Oputa-Otutu : It may be a double-
edged sword. I have said this merely
because I know the Action Group Party is
very fond of victimising its opponents.
Mr Amadasun: Mr Speaker, Sir, what
I want to say about this amendment is
‘that there should be a limit to the Bye-laws
to be prepared by various Councils ; because
in my town it is always the prerogative of
His Highness Akenzua II or any Benin Oba
to say thft Mr B who is dead should be
buried in his compound.. If a limit is not
incorporated in this Law, some members of

]
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the Council may take the Bye-laws to the
extreme. So I want the Government of
this Region to be very careful about this
proposal.

Mr Adigun: Mr Speaker; Sir, T think
the points made by hon. Members opposite.
are well taken. In the case of victimisation,
as suggested by my hon. Friend from Aboh
Division, I am happy he has agreed that it is
a double-edged sword. There are Councils
controlled by the NCNC, and there are
Councils controlled by the Action Group.
I only want to assure him that in the Councils
controlled by the Action Group, ‘there will
not be victimisation at all, and I hope that he
will speak tq members of the NCNC to see
that they do not victimise those people who
are not supporters of the ideas of the NCNC
in their Councils ateas.

Question proposed.
Question put and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the Second timeé and
ordered for Committee nozw.

In the Commiitee.
Clauses 1 and 2 agreed to.
Mr Speaker resumed the Chair.

Bill reported without amendment, read the,
Third Time.and passed.

BIRTHS, DEATHS AND BURIALS
ORDINANCE AMENDMENT BILL:
SECOND READING

Order for Second Reading read.

Mr Adigun: Mr Speaker, Sir, I
rise to move the Second Reading of a Bill to
amend the Births, Deaths and Burials
Ordinance. :

This -amendment is designed to permit
burials to take place in private burial grounds,
subject to any Bye-laws made by the Local
Government Council in the area in exercise
of the powers granted by thePublic Health -
(Amendment) Bill. ,

This Bill includes a clause which prohibits
the payment of*customary fees or tribute as a
condition precedent to the grant of permis-
sion to bury a corpse in a public burial
ground.

"In order to give Local Goverument
Councils power to make Bye-laws for the
control and regulation of burial ground:,®
this Births, Deaths and Burials (Amendment) ,
Bill is presented to the House.

Mr Sp‘e{aker, Sir, I beg to move.

Question proposed.

‘Mr A. K. Onwude : Mr Speaker, Sif,
there should be no quarrel with this Bill,
but if you look through the objects and

¥






June 1955.
- need for ‘‘a Local or Town Council for Oyo,
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WESTERN HOUSE OF
- ASSEMBLY '

'WEDNESDAY, 3ro SEPTEMBER, 1958

The House met at 10.00 a.m.
PRAYERS -
(Mt Speaker in the ‘Chair)

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
" Oyo Urban Town Council

4/58. Mr P.. A, Afolabi asked the
Minister of Local Government to explain
why he had turned down more than two
applications within the last three years
requesting the setting up of Oyo Urban
Town Council.

- The Minister of Local Government
(Alhadji ‘'D. S. Adegbenro) : A petition,
to which the hon. Member for Oyo East was
a signatory, was. received in my Ministry in
The petition mentioned the

but was, in other respects, vague.

The. petitioners were informed in reply
that it was considered that, since the Oyo
Southern District Council, embracing Oyo
Town, hagd only recently been estab-
lished it was too early to consider proposals
for amending its constitution.

No' further representations upon this
subject have- been received in my M1mstry

' Alleged wrongful arrest of
thirteen people at Omuo

33/58. Mr .R. A. Olusa asked the

- Minister of Justice to say whether it was true

that ‘the Magistrate sitting at Owo on or
about the 12th of March ordered the arrest of
thirtcen persons from Omuo in Akoko
District on false grounds because they failed
to appear in court in a case in which they were

-involved, to say whether these thirteen

persons were actually summoned to answer
the charges and state who served the summons
and when they were served.

The Ministér of Education for Minister
of Justice (Mr A. Okysaga) : The hon.
Member’s question is in substance concerned
with the exer ie by a Court of its judicial
functions in particular case. This is a

- _matter for wi %, by virtue of the Consti-

tution, . the Minister of Justice has no
responsibility. The -proper remedy of
any person aggrieved by the Magistrate’s
decisions is in the Courts and not in this
House.
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The Magxstrate s Court Session at Owo ,

March 1958

34/58. Mr Olusa "asked the I\’Ii,nister
of Justice to say whether the Magistrate’s
itinerary covering the sitting of the Magistrate
Court Session commencing on or about the
10th March, 1958, at Owo was sent to the
Nigeria or Local Government Police for the
information of the people and to say through

* what medium it was sent.

Mr Okusaga : The Magistrate’s itin-
erary covering the sitting of the Magistrate’s
Court Session commencing on  the 10th
March, 1958, at Owo was sent amongst others
to the Divisional Adviser, Owo, the Officer
in Charge, Nigeria Police, Owo, and the
Officer in Charge, \Ilgerla Police, Ikare.
Copies of the 1t1nerary are always sent by
post. There was nothing during the partic~
ular session under reference to suggest that
the public was not informed. I have supplied
the Member with a full list of the persons to
whom copies of itineraries are sent.

Alleged 1rregular1ty in the trial of
thirteen people in Akoko District

35/58. Mr Olusa asked the Minister
of ]ust1cetto whether it was true that a lawyer
was appeaking instead of the Police in a case
involving thfrteen persons in Omuo in Akoko
District and to say whether he was aware of
the fact that this particular lawyer had a

personal interest in the case he was expected .

to prosecute

Mr- Okusaga :> The hon. Member's
question is concerned with the conduct of a
particular, criminal prosecution. This is a

‘matter for which, by virtue of the Constitu-
.tion, the Minister of Justice has no respon-

sibility since exclusive powers are vested in
the Director of Public Prosecutions. I am
informed however, that the prosecution
referred to by the hon. Member is now
concluded, all the accused persons havmg
been acquitted or discharged.

Exclusion of Opposition Members from
the Committees of the Ipokia
District Council

38/58. Mr" Y. B. Abioro asked the
Minister of Local Government whether he
had received a petition from the Opposition
Members of Ipokia District Council praying
him to intervene in the decision of the
majority Party of the Council not to include
Opposition Members on the Finance and
General Purposes Committees and whether
the Minister intended to exercise his powers
in accordance with section 48 of the LO"al
Government Law, 1957,

(]
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{Mr ONWUDE]

The rains fcll below the average of previous
years this year. Therefore food crops will
not be sufficient to goround.” Beforeitistoo
Jlate I suggest to the Government to send
food missions to the Sudan, Belgian Congo
and East Africa to ncgotiate to buy up food
surpluses in these placcs, particularly rice and
maize.

I am definitely opposed to the ‘emphasis
being placed by this Government on cash
crop to the detriment of food crop. in this
Region, resulting in more money in circulation
and mal-nutrition. The health of the people
of this Region and, in fact increased popula-
tion, depends so much on their having suffi-
cient to eat.

Again Sir, money loses its value when it
has 1ot erough to buy. Therefore, this
Government should not wait until the
workers- reach breaking point and agitate for
more pay. DBefore then the Government
shon!d realise that famine is indeed at its
gitr  The result of the food mission will no
doubt benefit both the farmers and the
workers of this region and will also give a
lei «0 other Governments of the Federation.

- Fc. 10 reason other than this, Sir, I do not
believe that the Government deserves the
ad**+*~nal vote.

now this limited liability company
goes by the name of Action Group
iment of the Western Region well
| safely to infef that instead of having
urdge. to face the coming political
with a clean fight, it is finding the
through this Legislation for dirty

15 against the next Federal elections

1easun,y If defeated it will resort to the purchase
of Opposition Members who cross the carpet

- shamelessly so -often in this House. This
money politics must stop before greater
harm is done to the good name and sense of
mission of politicians in Western Nigeria.

" Democracy -is being crushed " instead of
being practised in Western Nigeria by the
Government Party encouraging Opposition
Members to cross the carpet.

Mr Speaker Sir, I know the Government
Party does not like to hear the truth, neverthe-
less I would make the following special
appeal to the Minister of Agriculture and
Natural Resources *~ zo into the problem of
land erosion in tI  North-East district of
. Afenmai Division. ..n the whole division
erosion is threatenirg so much that places
like Uzairue clan, nvianwu clan, and
Ekpen clan, Weppa Wano clan and a portion
of Av1ele/Agbede and Auchi clans are fast
becoming desert and therefore unproductive.

P BB
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_Besides, the farmers of these areas are

suffering terrible defeat by yam bettles. I
should like the Government to send an
expert to Afenmai Division to report on the
cheapest method of combating the army of
bettles. In the meantime Government
should send a considerable quantity of soil
manure to the farmers in Afenmai Division.

Mr E. O. Fakayode: Mr Speaker Sir,

I wish to join my Colleagues on this side of the
House in comdeming the attitude of this
Government in presenting supplementary
estimates at each session of this House.

. It appears that they are adopting the
practice of always asking for more like Oliver
Twist. In March this year the Government
asked for money to provide for the services
of this Region, in June more money was asked
for, and in September Government is asking
for more money to run the services of the
Region., One can therefore safely conclude
that probably after the Constitutional Confer-
ence the Government will come back asking
this House to make supplementary provision
for the enjoyment of Ministers in London

"during the Conference ({nterruptions). Then
.we may be forced to make some severe

criticism of any future estimates submitted
during the year.. ¢

Be that as it is may, Sir, I wish to say that I
propose . to criticise these supplementary
estimates because I feel that the Government
is either asking for money unnecessarily
or it is asking for money that it ought not to
ask for. Therefore, with these two principles
in mind I wish to make some observatmns
on the Item.

In March this ‘year under Head 701 of these
Estimates, the Government asked for the

" sum of £100 000 for the building of the High

Court in Ibadan. Till now I do not think
anything has been done about this project.
Mr Speaker Sir, you must certainly be
aware of the fact that the judges of this
Region, particularly those living in Ibadan,
are accommodated in very poor buildings.

Apart from the building itself the seats
and the tables which are used by the hon.
Members who practlce in -the Court are
in a very shameful. condition. Instead of
asking for ‘more just to build a new High
Court the Government should also include
the building of nragistrates’ courts as well.

1 wish to draw the attention of this House
to the supplementary’ estimates for water
supply investigation and consultation fees.
In March this year, the sum of £6,000 was
asked for for the purpose of enablirg this
Government to make investigations and
research into water supply in the Western

-
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Appropriation Bill

[ALHADJI ADEGBENRO]

Chairman himself gave another assurance that
the present Council would do its best to
collect the outstanding balances of rates. I
challenge the. hon. Member to deny giving
that undertakmg (Interruptzon;)

Mr Speaker SII‘ if T may refer to the
allegation that the-Council is being threatened
with dissolution, I would like to say that
the hon. Member who made that allega-
tion must have been heving an imaginary fear
because of the present) performance of that
Council. Nothing certainly would prevent
Government from taking appropriate action
where necessary, but that is not the case and
if this Council shows a great-deal of respon-

sibility in the discharge of its duties, I, for my

part on behalf of the Ministry of IL.ocal
Government, will continue to give it my
support, but the trouble in Ibadan, Sir, is
this: here is the hon. Member who comes
from Ibadan SoUth and there is another
hon. Member who comes from Ibadan
South, both of them probably running the
sarne counc1l together but they never can

(Shouts of “No! No! No!”—from the
Opposition Benches).  (Interruptions)..........
or the argument would have been that a letter
of agreement on behalf of the Council ought
not to have come to me, or that the Chairman
of the Council ought not to have had any
discussion with me at all, but all discussions
should have been at an official level (Interrup-
ons).

Mr Speaker Sir, I should like to say this,
5ir, that after the Conference between the
epresentatives of the Council and myseif
wwer which the hon Minister of Econmic
’lanning presided, I put forward the propo-
als agreed upon by the Council. The
“ouncil met, considered them and I receivetl
onfirmation to that eflfect in writing over
he signature of the Secretary of the Council.

know not, Sir, therefore, what other official
hannel should have been pursued.

Mr Speaker, Sir, in regard to the appoint-
1ent of assessment committees, that is very
lear. My Friend, the hon. Member for
badan South has to do a little bit of study of
1e Local Government. Law rather than his
aw textbooks. And, with your permission,
ir, I would like to refer my hon. Friend
y section 143 of the Local Government Law,
ith regard to his statement. When I have
:ad the relevant section, I will leave it to
s>ur judgement, Mr Speaker, to decide
hose responsibility that is. The relevant
ction says: '
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“For each rating authority, in whose "
area the system of rating upon income is for
the time being in force, there shall be such
number of  assessment committees as the
rating authority may detcrmine”, :

Subsection (3) states:

“The number of members of an assess-
ment committee, their method of appoint-
ment or selection, &nd their term of office
shall be such as shall be dctermined by the
rating authorlty and approved by the
Minister”. .

Mr Speaker, Sir, you will understand that
if the responsibility for approval rests with the
Minister in the case of Ibadan, and the Local
Government Adviser in the casc of any other
Council, -that officer or the Minister respon-
sible will have to be satisfied that the method
of appointment, selection, etc., are properly

- in accordance with the provisions of the Law

and that they are in the best interests of the
community Wthh they would setve (Inter-

“ruptions).

Mr Speaker, - Sir, the hon. Member for .
Aboh also alleged that the Government of -
this .Region has stopped given loan: 5 local
councils as a bribe. I should .like .0 say, -
Sir, that if that is one of the reasons why the
hon. Member for Aboh has lost his -seat as
Chairman of Aboh District Council.........
(Interruptions) . Mr Speaker, Sir +h~ Moe-
ber for Aboh after last local ele
seat. I will tell you how he |

Opposition Benches: Don’

Alhadji Adegbenro: For
as I have said, the hon. Memberv
of the Ul‘.wuam District Counci
Ministry we sent out circular
district councils asking them t. .pp.;, s
loans which weré approved by thi gisla-~-
ture, as grants-in-aid to local co ls, to
enable them to discharge their dut nd to

" provide and discharge additional amenijties.

In this circular letter we specifically defined
the methods of application and for what
purposes such loans might be applied for.
Among them are los, s for markets and things
of that kind. But' r three vears Ukwuani
District Council n :r applied. for a.penny.

(Interruptions). , .
Opposition Benches: The Minister is
lying. : Y
Chief Enahoro The  hon, Member .
should withdraw that.
Opposition Benches: No.

Alhadji Adegbenro: I am sure that the
hon. ihe Deputy Speaker w1ll not deny the
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Integration of Ishan and Afenmai
. Divisions
48/58. Mr Onwude asked the Minister
of Local Government to say whether he was

825 to Questiony
827 Dis

Divisional Adviser in Afenmai, and as 1st )
[CuieF OrUTA

October, 1958 is so close, I do not consider
that the second part of the question arises.

- demuoratic elect
BUSINESS MOTIONS J

fixing clection

. aware of the anxiety among the pcople of

The Minister of Home Affairs a

me poli. ¥

Afenmai Division about ‘the removal of the Midweést Affairs (Chief A. Enahor: ent party;, b
Divisional Office fx‘om Auchi to Ubiaja and Mo ‘Spcdkcr I beg to move the Mot d amending
also asked if the 'Minister would make a standing in my nam and to indics lrl_]eCt there
statement on the allegation that Ishan and Sir, that after the twce¢ Motions . on ving allegiar

Afenmai Divisions were completely integrated

and that a Divisionai Counacil would be estab-

tished at Ubiaja then or in the future.

Alhadji Adegbenro:
three parts.

No, Sir.

The guestion is in
The answer to the first part is,

. The position was explained to a
delegation including the hon. Member which

would ha~ explained the position. to the
, .t is the policy of this Govern-
ment to wihdraw the Field Staff of the

e; ectorate

Order Paper, and at th¢ pleasure of -
Speaker, there will be a short break, and tt
we re-assembled and continue till ab
2.30 p.m. 'If we have not finished «
business by 2.30 pyn. we shall come here la
in the evening and reinain till about 8.30 p
and conclude our business.

move that at its rising this day the House +
adjourn sine die.

Chief Williams: I beg to second. |

. order to ¢
inority in th

Mr Speaker
" the Fede
‘igerian; we |
egions of t
ligerians. T

visited the Ministry in July this yeéar and as the Chief Williams: I'beg to second. ligerian and
_delegation agpeargd to bu w.ell satisfied with Question proposed. ‘e Chief Ju
the explanation given I lad reason to hope o ligerian; we
¢hat,. if any misunderstanding had existed, Question put and agreed to. ‘ouncil presi
the delegation on their return to Afenmai. Chief Enahoro: Mr Speaker I beg lso a Nige

peaker Sir, t
re shodld be

And theref

Minist: wocal Government from the ]

Divisio ouncils become competent to Question proposed. uarter to po
-Tanage own affairs without direct Question put and agreed to. f this coun’
" supervi he duties, other than local : hemselves s
gavernt tties, performed by Divisional DISSOLUTION OF THE HOUSE ondemned a

Adviseis uiscafter being entrusted to the
councils o~ “~ other govérnment officers.

both inaccusaw and misleading.
" €

49/58.

Mr Onwude asked the Minister
cf Justice to state when Customary. Courts

The Minister cf Justlce and Attorney-

General (Chief F. R, A, Williams)?

The

Customary Courts Law is expected to be

Chief F. Oputa-Otutu: Mr *Speaker
rise to move the Motion standing in my nar

Constitutional Conference convenes as

body might come before you with a‘straw .
or bowler hat.

House calls’ on the West Regional Gove:
ment of the Federation to seeck a fresh mand
before the next consitutional conference a:

ore the only
iring this Mc

) Mr Speaker, I should lik .

~ In reply he second part cf the quéstion \/Iotxog Sir. shod tke to read Mr Slggak

. I do notN: that the l?rlesq &ele%se 1sIsued “That this hon. House calls on the W ‘bae(i?{I;r 1§tl§
s th : Iy was misic . ng thh dam Regional Government of the Federation ;Sllj'lliam’s wa
aware that 1St one newsps.y - published an Nigeria to resign forthwith and seek a fr M1 1 Gove:
account ¢ e re-organisation which was mandate from the pedple before the n _ocal Gove:

egislator wk

‘ h

In reply to the third part I can assure the has lost the confidence of the ‘people nd yet has
.hon. Member that the re-organisation of the the Region by its unsatisfactory °,°“d,' Mr Speal
Ministry of Local Government Field Staff of the last Local Government Elections does not bek
will in no way affect the local government Chief Williams: On a point of Ord He is a Men
structure in the Rezion and in particular the I don’t think it is proper for hon. Gentlerr Chief Of
councils in the Afenmai and Ishan Divisions.  hefore you to stand up with a cap on his he HONS. .\. .. )y N
Customary Courts in Afenmai Division IE ou/r own case it is a part of our dre Local Gover
(Laughter)...... If this is permitted, Sir, son had the pow

Local Gover
brought an ¢

. would be established in Afenmai Division and " Mr Speaker: Perhaps the hon. Gent and sought
\and to say whether the establishment could be 11 will have something to say about it. approve tha
‘expedited in view of the fact that the Divi- ) ’ . the Region ¢

© , sional Adviser had been wi hdrawn from Chief Oputa-Otutu: It is an  oricr amed by t
¢ { Division. form of dress. (Laughter). (Chief Ot nat :
Afenma : : this amendr
removed the cap). The Motion is that t lendme'lt

am.\ +

visional Co

and the Ib:

_applied to Afenmai Division on the 1st of has lost the confidence of the people of t iron hee'l '
October, 1958. As there is ho connection Region by its unsatisfactory conduct of : twenty-eigk
whatsoever between the establishment of last Local Government elections, in that Mr Speal

© Customary Courts and the withdrawal of the

violated all the fundamental principles

Councils in
in April thi
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‘.[CHIEF OPUTA-OTL‘T.U] '

which T am sure many Members on this side
.would be able to tell the Fhouse.

Now, Sir, this is just the first stage.
Dates. Advantage, was taken of this mew
amendment to appoint a date or dates. So,
authorised dates avere appointed for elections
in the Region and the Action Group began to
make propaganda und with the co-operation
of the Nigerian Broadcasting Corporation
segan to demoralise the other sections of the
Region. And so in areas ‘where there are
NCNC supporters miany pcople have bcen
won over by the Action Group. All these
areas are dominated by the Action Group.

Mr Speaker, again, Sir, the Minister
indulged in a very low habit. When he was
not quite -are of his Party winning the
election o. .. majority of seats, he postponed
the election in some areas. It was done in
the Ijebu Division. '

_Mr Speaker: Will the hon. Gentleman
understand ‘clearly that he must not impute
motives to the action of the Minister—
improper motive in fact.

'Chief - Oputa-Otutu: Way I have an
explanation; I do not understand you, Sir.

Dissolution

Mr Sp‘eakér: You said
did som--*-‘~g with a view to prejudicing the
interests ertain people.

Chief yata-Otutu: That 15 exactly

what I nica. I am trying to explain it, Sir.
If I vxplam it, T think you will be satlsﬁed
-That is what I am trying to do. I said there
was an instance in Ijebu-Ode Division,
because it was understood that at that time,
the Action Group Party had not succeeded in
getting hold of the number of seats in the
Council to-form a majority, and the election
was postponed in that area and no reason was
given, according to the Nigerian Broadcasting
Corporation; there was no reason why thc
election should have been postponed. And
the election in Asaba Division, or Onitsha
District Council—the date of the" election
was postponed rin that area. Mr Speaker,
Sir, I think this was a very base action.

Now, Sir, when all this have been done in
an NCNC Councii, and the'Action Group
has still not gained a majority in the Council,

again the Minister comes back and says, -

Why should this Council remain NCNC?

Many people were invited from that area
to Ibadan.  And again, you find gazetted
within 24 hours fictitious titles, and tradi-
tional members are then injected into these
Councils, Again, Sir, it happened in my

T

the Minister
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own Division. After %he election of the
first Council the posititif of the Parties was
NCNC 22, Action Group 9 and Indepen-
dents 7-——an overall majority of 6. 19 conte
ted with the NCNC symbols and 3 sign
pledges with the NCNC, so we d1d not g
candidates here. ?

So we were 22 NCNC members; only
Action Group members won. Independe;
7. So as a matter of fact the NCNC had
overall majority of six so that during |
election of the Chairman which was to h:
taken place on 1st May, it was expec
in many democratic quarters that an NCI
man would be returned as Chairman-of t
Council. What happened? The  Act
Group members of the Council came
Ibadan and collected £500 with which t!
were able to buy over about 3 candidates ¢
brought the state of the party to 19 to
(Interruption: Why didn’t you tell the Poli,
The Police can do nothing.

Now Sir, again, that date.an "election -
held and the result was 19 to 19. °
Chairman proceeded with the election
suggested that lots be cast. I was elec
Chairman and presided over the meeting
the Council. Immediately caine a teleg
from the Minister of. Local Governn
acting illegally, stopping further meeting
the Council. (Unterruption). The m:
will soon come forward. '

. Mr Speaker, Sir, what happened?
Minister meanwhile proceeded to amend
Instruments of the Council by injec
traditional members (Interruption) (An
Member: Can you give examples?) T
are other examples. I would like to «
one or two comments, -Now, Sir, I cons
Chief Enahoro one of the most' promi
legislators in this country (Hear! h
This young man, he plays his politics
well for the emancipation of this cow
At one. time, Sir, he made the prison ¢
pound a catering rest house! NMembe:
this House all know that. (Laugiiter)
also I have in some little way been of .
assistance to him in his difficult
Perhaps he will remember I have some ¢
letters which he wrote to me, under ce
circumstances, and also he.received assis
(interruptions). All this Sir,-I don’t con
as anything, and in any case I would liks
to realise, Sir, that I will never in this F
attack him on anything, for in many wa
has been beneficial to the country.

i

~would suggest in his own interest th

should give me a loan. (Laughter).

Mr ‘Speaker Sir, the Action Group
control all the District Councils at all
by hook or crook so they began to injec
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it, we appoint members of
rts. If.you help us to win
rtainly .we will make you a
ie  Customary Court”. A
:nt of all members of the
irts so far appointed are
fanatics, The Minoritics
ruled that nqg more Custo-
uld be appointed.

Benches: . Quote the por-
rt.
Otuiu: 'i'h:fis the rcport

nt Comm;ssmn

ns: Ex-Council Chalrman,
e circumstances under which
ved as Chairman of your

-Otutu: Just listen, wait
u. I challenge the Minister
meni to dissolve the Ukuani

e today and he will be sur-

'prlsed to find that not one single member of
the Action Group will return to the Council.

Government Benches:

Why were you
.. remoyed " from the

Chairmanship: of the

Council?” Tell us.
Chief Oputa-Otuiu: I will tell you what
mappened. I was Chairman for three years

¢ad during the last local clections some of
councillors »=re bought over.

Chief W---*1ms:
receive brit Coe

Chief Oputa-Otutu: One NCNC coun-
cillor was taken to a place and locked up for
five hours and given money to change his
mind..

Chief Williams: Mr Speaker Sir, I
hepe the hon, Member will find witnesses to
substantiate his statements, especially these
instances he is quoting.

. Chief Oputa-Otutu: Now Sir, yesterday
I was saying that the sum of one million
pounds was invested in a Bank. That,
~money is now being used by the Action
Group to fight the NCNC supporters in this
.Region and one of the Members on the
Government Bench proceeded to defend.the

indefensible.: ‘This type of cleverness—Mr
Speaker Sir, this tvpe of cleverness—does
not do us any credit. s

Government Benches:
you any credit.’

Chief Oputa- Otutu: It does not do this
Region any credit, Mr Speaker, Sir. I have
been myself bankmg in Banks ten years

Does not do
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before a man like Adeyi knew anytlﬂing'about—

banking (“Shame, shame!”
the Opposition Benches).

Mr Speaker:
by their portfolios.

Chief Oputa-Otutu: I am sorry, Sir,
the Minister of Trade and Indystry. Mr

and laughter, from

Ministers are referred to

Speaker Sir, the Federal Government is not-

concerned w1th these things.  All it is cor
cerned with is the legal side of it. Do w
agrec that we should give vur money away
That is the question which concerns u
The money belongs to you aad to mx
Yesterday in this House you told us it is
Federal Government subject. That is pur
cleverness. You have no right to take awa
our money and spend it as you like. Yo
must return this money to this Regior
You have no right to collect taxes from peoplc
take their money and put it into a bank
You should not make investments; you ca
save it in the Bank.

Government Benches:
the African Cont_inental Bank?

Chief Oputa-Otutu: 1 don’t care wha
bank you use. (One hon. Member: Not eve.
interest?) It is not an investment if you ge
interest. Qur Friends do not understand th
meaning of the word ‘“investment”, yor
cannot invest our money, leave it for abou
five to seven years and keep quiet, and sa:
that it is a+ Federal matter and that th
Accountant-General is keeping a watchfu
eyc. There is another investment again a
Agbonmagbe Bank.

Chief Williams: On point of order, i
all this relevant? I submit, Sir, that the
hon. Member is deviating from hlS Motxon
His Motion is—

“That this hon. House calls on the,Wesw
Regional Government of the Federatior
of Nigeria to resign forthwith and seek ¢
fresh mandate from the people before the
next Constitutional Conference convenes
as it has lost the confidence of the people
of the Region by its unsatisfactory conduct
of the last Local Government Elections!™
This has nothing specifically to do with the

National Bank or the Agbonmagbe Bank,
and I submit, Sir, that it s 1rrelevant

What abou

Chief Oputa-Otutu: ff; you want me to
answer that point......... I am saymg, Sir,
that the Action Group Government is using
our money for these elections to fight NCNC
supporters. That is the conduct of the
Government, The'point is irrelevant because
it deals with the conduct of the Go ’ernment.
The truth Mr Speaker, Sir, is that, a sum of
£25,000 has been invested in Agbonmagbe.
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dissolution

ioro :  On point of order, Sir,
ber has not been called upon to
Speaker. Unless Mr Speaker
Member SO to do, he has no
k.

de : Mr Speaker has asked

<+ Will the hon. Member take
nt raised by the hon. Minister
rs and Midwest Affairs, and
is only-three minutes more to

ie : Mr Speaker, Sir, during
:ctions this man the Onigbogi
this office. IHe was promised
able to campaign vigorously
Group, he would surely be

=1 -

wms :: 'On r~"at of informa-
nised him ? -

o

N

le : Now th¢ man has-been
ase he is a die- hard supporter
rl‘OUp

r: Will the hon. Member
ugbogi of Ijesha Land ?

PR VR X anayude ;A further point, Mr
Speaker, £~ '~ this. Ever since the matter
“of electio me to be handled by this

. Governme e have always condemned
the idea ¢ hibiting the presence of the
olice at wolling stations. We of the
VCNC ar wosed to the absence of the
- Police wh > law and order, at polling
‘stations. why the Government is adamant

‘\bout this question is because they know full
,well that the people that will infringe or
“break election rules are their supporters, SO
they are afraid that many of their
supporters will be taken to law courts and
prosecuted. One thing we are sure of is
that if the Government wants a fair and free
election they should allow the.Police to be
present at the polling stations on election
days. We of the NCNC want to go to the
polling stations with clean hearts and clean
minds. We do not want to hide ballot
papers in our pockets, or to get ballot boxes
filled up with ballot papers before polling
begins. This Government does not want
clean and fair elections se, that is why they do
not want the police at the polling stations.

Lastly, Mr Speaker, Sir, as already pointed

.out, a man was stabbed to death in Ibadan’
during the last local ~lection; for what reason

8 stabbed at
Here with me is a, subpoena to
appear gs a witness at the inquest on ‘this

we do not know. He was
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man. This man was stabbed ; unfortunately
he was an Ijesha' man. He was stabbed by
Action Groupers, "We brought "this matter
to the notice of the Police, and the Commi-
ssioner told us that he was taking it up firs
with the Government here and then with th
Federal Government. Why this * inques
now ?  There is no need for an inquest,.

Chief Enahoro : If you let me hnve tha
paper with you, I can assure you that befor
the House rises this morning the Commis
sioner will be instructed to fly to Ibadar
from wherever he may be.

Mr Fakayode : I will not give this papes
to you. It is not your property.

‘Mr Speaker :
15 up.

Mr Speaker :
seconded.

Mr Fakayode : I secondtfd it at the
beginning of my speech. .

Question proposed.

Mr H. O. Ozeke: Mr Speal;cr, Sir, 1
rise to speak in support of this Motion
calling on this House to be dissolved. Mr
Speaker, Sir, I have not got evidence to state,
but I+have facts, though they are few.

The hon..Member’s time

The Motion has not been

I have facts surrounding local affairs which
make the various communities comprising
this House not like this Government to con-
tinue. The first aspect, Sir—with your
permission, Mr Speaker, Sir, I would like to
make a few remarks about our feelings about
this Government in regard to African Inter-
nationalism. (Ironic cheers from all sides
of the House).

About the local affairs of this Government
I have this to say. This Government has
failed to realise that the various communities,
or in other words, ethnic groups, composing
this Region have. different condition and
different traditions. It has become apparent
by living . evidence Sir, that the Yoruba
Cabinet of this Government have designed all
things they do in this’ Region in a Yoruba
fashion, forgetting that other component’
parts of this Region do demand their- exist-
ence alike—that they should be treated
equally with the Yoruba people. It is in the
tradition of the Ijaw men as well as in that of
the Yoruba people to have one single king at
the head of their people. But we are a
-socially democratic people ; we believe in the
common rights of other people.

Another aspect is that this Regional Gov-
ernment has established, laws which give

opportunities to incite. ‘gthers to' become
pe
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that the Government should scek fresh
mandate from the pcople as it has lost the
confidence of the people of this Region.

Mr J. M. Ariwoxiyai: Mr Speaker, Sir,
when we call on the Government to resign it is
left for those of us calling on the Government
to resign to convince the audience cither at
length or in bricf that thesc arc.the facts.
Mr Speaker, Sir,
found guilty of a crime or an offence it is
always-the Cabinct that is responsible for it.
What confidence should there be in a Govern-
ment whose Ministers will say one thing today
and another tomorrow ! (Opposition : Shame !
Shame !'!). 1 am not at the .moment
prepared to discuss international affairs, but
I fecl T will say’ something about one of the
most important Ninisters; he is important
‘because he is responsible for the administra-
tration ' of justice. (Interruption)......... Mr
Speaker, Sir, this is living evidence, and I am
sure Mr Speaker might have heard the
statement made by the Minister of Justice
and Attorney-General of this Region while
(Inter-
ruption).

I support the idea that Western and
Eastern Tjaw should be united. That is on
record. When the Minority Commission
Report was published. officially, IFederal and
Regional’ members of the Action Group
started to make ¢comments that it was bad for

- the . Co~~—"ssioners to constitutc it-into a

special 1 .privileged area. What the

. Commivosuners uid was that they probed

d-figures and came to the conclu-
" the revenue derived frora the
Ijaw ter...ory was sufficient to pay all the
Federal Ministers, the Governor-General and
even the Prime Vinister for even five years,
and the money derived from this area was

into fact

. spent in developing other areas (mtenuptzons
from Government Benches). ........

Mr Speaker: The homr. Gentleman has
deviated a great deal from the point. This
is a  matter in which the Government has
accused of wunsatisfactory conduct
during the last local government elections.
It has nothing to 'do with the Minority
Report. I hope the -hon. Gentleman will

stick to that point.

Mr Ariworiyai : [ agree, Sir. Now, Sir,
when we talk about local government
elections, I did not even participate in these
so-called local government elections, but I
saw things for myself......(interruptions). Mr
Speaker, Sir, the Action Group Government
during the last local goxf"Jnment elections
Speaker,
Sir, if you detailed mvestlgduon experts to go

c ‘ . )
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mnto some of these offences as far' as the
Western Ijaw local government elections are
cohcerned you would see that even nomination

papers were altered; reports were lodged with |

the Police in Warri, but so many things
happened. Itis only a pity, Sir, that you are
confined to Ibadan and so you :cannot see
what is going on in other arcas (laughter)......
Nomination papers were altered. to suit the
selfish ends of some people and to entic
certain elements...... I am saying categoricallr
and emphatically on the floor of this Hous
that if this Government still has.the confi
dence of the electorate it should resign anc
seek a fresh mandate.

v

Chief N. B. Lebi: Mr Speaker, Sir,
oppose this Motion on the grounds that it i
illogical,  injudicious, “unbalanced anc
disastrous. It may well be that since the
mover of this Motion has lost his seat a:

. Chairman of Aboh Council, he has also los

confidence in himself (laughter, laughtér)
The mover of this Motion has portrayec

-himself to the pcople of this Region as the

enemy of progress. What right has a mar
who lost the confidence of his Council to ask
for the dissolution of a' most progressive
Government? The result of the last loca
government election clearly demonstrates the
confidence of the people of this Region ir
our Government.

Mr Speaker, Sir, vou will permit me al
this stage to advise opJeosition Members whc
come into this House that they owe it ¢
sacred obligation on their part to discharge
their duties faithfully to the electorate of this
Region. "We on this side of the House are
conscientious men and we don’t play politics
with the destiny of this Region. 1 have
listened to many poor debates from the other
side calculated merely to  parade theis
erudition. Some of them indulge in gran-
diose superabundance of polysyllabic words
and somc -delight in hearing themselves
speak. " By bringing this Motion into this
House, the mover has wounded our, pride-on
this side. 'We have come into this House tc
promote the progress, peace and prosperity of
our people and that is what this Government
has been doing. All the forces of the
NCNC in the Federation combined cannot
dissolve this House. Borrow more power
from the universe, this House will not be

dissolved. We shall sit tight as we have the

mandate of the electorate to administer unto
the people of this Region for five years.
We shall continue to discharge our duties in
all sincerity, in all reverence, and with -strict
1mpartlal1ty

K

I\/Ir Speaker, Sir, I beg to oppose.
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Another result of ‘this irregularity is that,
according to the Electoral Commissioner
himself, many of the Secretaries and
Secretary/T'reasurers veho disqualified NCNC
candidates were not well educated, have no
experience, and could not interpret the
Electoral Regulations. Because of the pres-
ence of these irregularities, tribalism was at
its worst. AlSo many Action. Group Mem-
bers liad the opportunity of tampering with
" ballot boxes and putting into ‘them fictitious
. ballot papers. In consequence of this, there
“were many fights and disturbances at the

polling stations during the last elections.

Law and order was at its worst during the last
AAAA -ment elections. The report of
‘the Elec.c... Commissioner alleging that only
eight cases were kitown of interruptions to
polling on account ‘of violence is wrong and
misleading. In my own Division there were
many viglent attacks among political parties,
Anring meinainally to the absence of the Police.

—
9)
Q
(=5
0q

the '\VesterncRegion elections
twenty-four Divisions for 5,111
s. These seats were contested
didates, out of whom 2,564 were
iopposed. 1 it I want to
e is the nu..er of candidates
ypposed in the Region.' 2,564.
lace in the world grhere you can
indidates to be Treturned un-
ad incidentally, Mr Speaker, Sir,
f the people returned are Action
dates. How were these Action
lates returned unopposed ?

o« wsamanadnt Benches @

Mr Asuadasun @ What I understand the
positicn to be is this. In an area or ward Mr
“B’’ would stand as a candidate of the NCINC
and then, -if there is no other candidate to
contest on"any other political platform, then
ne is. recognised as returned ' unopposed.
How in the last elections were 2,564 people
returned unopposed ? Even the Electoral
Commissioner hirself made mention of this.
With your permission, Sir, I shall read.
Paragraph’ 15, section 30—

Confidence.

e the 2,564 wards, in each of them
one candidate was validly nominated and
" declared to have been elected unopposed
and the number of votes......... ” and so on.

Sir, I am telling you that out of this number
not more than 100 of the candidates supposed
.to be returned opposed were candidates of the
NCNC. Electorzl Officers drawn from local
councils are more or less Action Group agents.
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If the elections had been free and fair, the
Action Group couldinot, out of 156 councils
in the Région have catured so many seats.

Another aspect of 'past elections which
renders the conduct of the Regional Goverr
ment quesfionable is the ‘injection of trad
tional chiefs into councils, principally i
Benin. This % contrary to section 7 of th
Local Government Law, 1957; made by th
Minister of Local Government but which: b
does not want to follow, the reason for whic
I do not know. It reads in part—

““7. (1) Subject to the provisions of thi
section, the Governor in Council may, b
further Instrument, amend the Instrumen
establishing any council with respect to an’
matter for which provision may be mad
by Instrument under this Law.

(3) Before making an amendment in an
of the respects specified in sub-section- (2
of this section the Govemor in Counci
shall—

(a) cause to be publishéd in the ares
concerned not less than thirty clear days
notice of his intention to exercise his
powers under this section ;”’ .

In the Iyekovbia area and others, for example
there was no notice publisher} of any inten-
tion of the Council to inject anybody !

“(b) give an opportunity to the counci.
concerned to make repreﬁentatlons to
him in wntmg ;

No opportunity was given to any of the
Councils !

“(c) 'and cause such inquiries to be

" made as he may seem desirable for the

purpose of ascertaining the wishes of the
inhabitants of the area concerned.”

Nothing like that was done ; instead 31 so-
called traditional members are to be injected
by the Minister of Local Government into
the Councils purposely to be able to capture
the Benin Divisional Council. This injection
is contrary to section 7 of the Local Govern-
ment Law, 1957, and to section 4 of the
Chiefs Law, 1957, which I shall not bother to
read. .

What I want to point out from this section
1s that it is not the Oba of Benin who has
power to appoint chiefs- but the people
themselves. The Minister of Local Govern-
ment has to tell this House where those
injected members were appointed ; he has

“also to show whether they were appointed by

the Prescribed Authority. All this is against
the Chiefs Law. The Law says that the
people should appoint the minor chiefs and
that the.Prescribed Authonty should approve
of the appomtment
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a disgrace that the ‘Action Froup has won and
is controlling many cour {ls today.

R

It is laid down and it was observed in
other places that nomination papers must be
submitted by the candidates a®companied by
their nominators. In other places where the
nomination papers were returncd without the
nominators the candidates of the Action
Group were returned unopposed. In this
particular instance all. the. Action Group
candidates in that area had their nomination

- papers returned by one person, and that was

the hon.” Member for that area, and what
happened ? He happened to be an Action
Grouper and the nomination papers were
accepted . and ‘passed and although
NCNC Organising Sccretary protested and
got the clerk to certify his objection, these
candidates of the Action’ Group were
.allowed to contest and nothing more has
been heard about it.

For the purposc of being able to control
.the councils Government excluded the police
from polling stations. It is true ‘to say,

Mr S=-~1-~-"Sir, that since 1952 the people

"of t >n have not got the Government
the: 1." The last election was con-
duc the Action Group Government
mai . a view to controllmg all the-
cou ais Region.

Mr bpeaker,-

threshc f independence. In fact we are
approa 7 it today faster than ever before
and - wl ruarantees have we got from the
Werter 'gion Government of Nigeria that

thi. _nw.,.ndence is going to be a blessing
from all angles judging from the ideology and
performances of the party now in power in
this Reglon? "There is nothing that shows
promise of happiness, peace, equity, justice,
fairplay and sympathy for the common man.

All along the nistory of the Action Group
Government -has been a catalogue of oppres-
sion and victimisation of anyone who does
not accept its ideology or belief or who dares
to express, contrary opinion or views on
Government methods or actions. Chiefs are
found here and there, particularly in my own

- Div:sion, in the past five years who, because

of their 'beliefs—because they would not

- sacrifice their consciences for money or for

position - under the Action Group—have
suffered withdrawal of their court fees and so
forth. I can mention the case of Eleruba
ceveniees(Interruptions) and the Ekarun.........
(Interrup**~xs) 1 can still cite many more
others. : '

They will not grant loans to anyone who

" does not-believe in or belong to their party. He

o
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must be deprlved of .every opportunity to
earn his living whether in the Government
service, mercantile estabhshments or his own
priviate enterprise. In the administration of

the Region, anybody'who is not an Action

Grouper cannot be considered for holding his
rightful traditional office, howéver good his
qualifications and entitlement may be.

Chief Williams: On point of .order, I
think the. honourable Member is deviating
from the Motion.. He is not saying any
thing about the conduct of the last election
All he is saying is about the closing of the doo:
to NCNC supporters.

'Opposition Members: It has a lot to dc
with the Motion (Interruptions).

Mr Afolabi: Mr Speaker Sir, the Minis
ter of Justice is afraid to hear about hi
practices.

Chief Williams :

time.

Mr Afolabi : Under a Government suct
as this, can any honest person clamour fo:
complete independence when one remembers
the way in which the limited powers so fai
granted by the British Government are being
used. by these tyrants. ' Says President
Eisenhower :  (Interruptions) .

“Society can expect no contribution tc
world order from a Government controlled
by aetheistic despots.” . :

Yes, what good can one expect from a Govern-
ment that knows not God, a Government that
is sunk deep in tribal hatred, inconsistency,
lying, uncharitableness "and many other
abommatmns

You are wasting the

It is true independence is the blrthrlght of
every man and woman but if living in abject
slavery would confer universal principles of
justice, equity and fairplay better than hvmg
under independence’devoid of these prin-
ciples then one would prefer the former.

It is the legal right of the voters to choose
a panel of candidates as their representative
government. To these elected officials, and
indirectly to administrators appointed by
elected officials, they delegate certain autho-
rity. 'The manifestation of this power is the
election itself. Anyone who seeks re-election
cannot forget that he must give an account of
his stewardship when he faces the electorates.
The day of: political judgement has dawned on
the Action Group Government of the West,
and I associate myself with the moyer of this
Motion that the -Action Group should wind
up and dissolve the House and give way to a
more democratic Government for this Region.

The voters, register is a bundle of many
contradictions, inconsistencies and inaccura-
cies. The register is supposed 'to have been
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The present case is just like-that of a school

boy who goes on playing all the time and when

" he fails to pass his promotion test shifts the
blame on to his teacher.

‘Opposition Benches: What is the

_ideology ?

Mr Williams: Recent events Mr

- Speaker, Sir,” are* sufficient to discourage

members of the public from supporting or

* sympathising with the NCNC whose rank and

" file dre in complete disagreement. It must

‘be understood that the masses watch with

close attention the dcliberations of each party

-and it does not take any time for them to
decide which party they should support.

Mr Speaker, Sit, the flanr of this House is
not where Members s Id come to vent
their personal grievances k(\ mch arose out of
their own fault.

It is @ pity that the privRege offered to
Local Counciis for members to attend short
courses in Local Government was not pro-
‘perly taken by Members of the Opposition
many of whom are serving in Local Govern-
ment Councils. If they had, they would not
conie to argue in this poor manngr as they
have been doing today. The Law is there,
and when any one breaks the law he should
be rou~-~~1 up.

Mr Speaker, Sir, this Motion is malicious,
and th=+=f~re it should not be supported.

. Mr /. Okwesa: Mr Speaker, Sir, I
rise to suppost this Motion ably moved by
. my hon. Colleague, Chief Oputa-Otutu.

Government Benches: He is not a
Chief. :

Mr Okwesa :
- The Motion calls on the Regional Govern-
ment to-resign forthwith and seck a fresh
mandate through the medium of a free, fair
and democratic election, and see if they will

come back to power. If they agree with this
Motion  and this House is dissolved, it is

He is a recognised one.

pretty sure that they are going to form the _

Opposition in the next House.

-.Government Benches : You resign and
see whether you will come in again,

: Mr Okwesa :  Mr Speaker, Sir, I support
this Motion wholeheartedly because as the
nearest neighbour of the mover of the Motion
I am in a position to appreciafe the facts
embodied in the Motion ; ‘and what are the
facts embodied in the Motion ? The facts
_ are.that the Goernment has been proved to
be very undemocratic? The people of this
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Region have lost confidence in the Govern-
ment because of the fraudulent way in which
this Government rules the Region.” Mr
Speaker, Sir, according to what my hon.
"Colleaoues on this side of the House have said
*'previously, this Government has been proved
'+t0 be unable to go on ruling this Region,
This has been proved very conclusively and
‘beyond any doubt, but I wonder if the
Government knows what democracy really is,

Opposition Benches: They do not
know. Tell them. ‘ '

Mr Okwesa : If they dosnot know, and
I agree they do not, I am going to refresh the
minds of my hon. Friends opposite with your
permission, Mr Speaker. Democracy has
been described as the Government -of the
people, for the people, and by the people.
Mr Speaker, Sir, I want Government to take
note of these three prepositions. First, the
Government must be of the people ; that is
self-explanatory and does nbdt need any
elaboration from me. Secondly, the Govern-

. ment must be for the people; that is it must

be run for the benefit of the pecople in the
area over which the Government exercises
its authority. Thirdly, the Government
must be by the people. It must be run by the
people themselves or by the people’s accre-
dited representatives.- By accredited repre-
sentatives I mean representatives chosen in
accordance with the accepted democratic
principles known all over the civilised world.
But is that how this Government came to
power ?

Opposition Benches : No, no.

Mr Okwesa : The answer is a resounding
No. This Government-came into power by
fraudulent methods. We all know their
methods. One way was bad allocation of
seats ; that is, allocation of seats not based on
populﬁtlon ﬁgures

Mr Speaker : Order, order. Will the
hon. gentleman confine himself to the .last
Local Government elections, and stop making
reference to the elections to the Western
House of Assembly.

Mr Okwesa : Mr Speakcr, Sir, I shall
listen to your-advise and confine my debate to.
the last Local Elections. But I am saying,
Sir, and I am emphasising, that the Govern-
ment won the last Local Government elec-
tions through fraud.

Mr Speaker, Sir, [*have tasted of the bittér
pills of the GovernYrLent’s election - fraud.

Government Benches : You lost your
deposit ? ‘
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conduct of some people. I will say this, Sir,
that this is an opportunity for these people to
resign.

Sitting suspended.
Sitting resumed.

Mr Adisa: MNr Speaker, Sir, I will con-
tinue my speech in support of the Motion
asking - the Government to resign. [ wish
to say that the gravamen of the case for the
Opposition lies in the threat-of the Premier
of the Western Region Government that he
would make things too difficult for the NCNC
to win in any local government elections,

- Government Benches: It was before
the Lagos Town Council election, he did not
say so after the election.

rAdlsa :  Let him denyit, let him deny
it. That is the gravamen, .that the most
responsible  agent,
Region said he would make it so
difficult tor his ¢opponents to win elections.

" I say shame on him. What happens is that

he ha

used his-powers both legal and
moral. '

Chiex cuahoro ;. On point of order, Sir,
it is improper to say that the Premier used his
powers improperly. - The hon. Member
should ~“**draw his statement.

1

r Spoaker @ Since the Premier spoke
as Prerr -~ he. cannot be acting improperly.
n. Member please withdraw his
ciateme=* > B

Mr a: 1 withdraw. 1 emphasise,
all of y.. .iave got to consider what was the
state of the Parties before the last local
government elections and consider presently
‘You have now 126
Action Group-controlled Councils ‘and 22
NCNC-controlled Councils. That means
that the Action Group actually doubled or
or trippled their normal expectation. Mr
Sir, they actually bridged their
majority 300 per cent. What was wrong,
with that, Sir, is that nobody could have
contested if that result had not been preceded
by a threat, and we say that the pattern of

.events subsequent to the threat confirms all

¢1at the Members of the Opposition have been
trying to say this afternoon and have conti-
iiued to say this evening. Now, Sir, I have
néver known hon. Members across the carpet
to be so logical in any of their actiens, but
¥ will say this, Sir, that'if the matter is well
#nd properly considered t] rre is no reason at
all why (l'ey should not st} ,gort this Motion.
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It is in their best interest that this Motion
‘'should succeed. If all the Members across
the carpet-are sure of their popularity, there
is o reason why they should not support this
Motion. Itis even in their own best interests
that they should come here and ask for a five-
year renewal of their life. The truth of the
allegation made by the Opposition is a matter
of common knowledge. If one were to
expose the iniquitous acttvities indulged in by
the Government party during the last local
elections and ask people what their opinions
are, there is bound to be a unanimous verdict:
their conduct was most unsatisfactory:
Therefore, Sir, upon this basis, it is a duty on
the part of hon. Members on the Government
Benches to come here ~and ‘support this
Motion. .

I must say this, Sir, that it is no point at
all to put the question of the paucity of
election petitions as being a good ground for
saying that the elections have been properly
conducted. It is no point at all, and I must
say that, while that is no test of falrness of the
conduct of the electlons, it is patent that there

" are so many difficulties in the way of persons

who feel aggrieved at the way in which the
local elections have been conducted. There
are, in fact, so'many difficulties in the way of
their going to report, This is a point which
I would like to emphasise. It is a point
which should, in the interest of justice,
attract the attention of the hon. the Attorney-
General. No very useful purpose is served
if the procedure for scgking remedies through
the law is not adequate. In other words, if
the conditions which are given for invoking
legal redress are so difficult for the people
who would otherwise have taken advantage of
its provisions, ,then it becomes absolutely
void of utility. .

. 'Chief Williams : Is the hon. Member
referring to the penalty for perjury ?

Mr Adisa : [ am saying, Sir, that........ .
(Interruptions). - What we are saying on this
side of the House is that the paucity of
election petitions is not an argument in
favour of the conduct of the elections. The
fact that election petitions have been so few
lies in the fact that the money which the
ordinary man has to pay is excessive, and I
know this because he will have to pay about
£50 excluding what he has to pay to the
lawyer. It must not be forgotten that you

have to pay a deposit of £50 in order to

contest the election. Again it must be
remembered that the remedy sought must be
invoked within thirty-six days after the
elections, and it is so difficult to uncover the
enormous extent to which the artful dodgers
and nincompoops of the Actibn Group have
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should therefore do justice. This really is a
very nice evening and every‘rhing that has
been said has been said with sensc of res-
ponsibility,

Another point that arises is, why is it that
there has been a departure from the democra-
tic practice of holding all local council elections
on the same day ?
départed from ? And the second point is,
why was it that the first elections that were
to be held were those in which the Action
Group knew it would surely win? That, Mr
Speaker, gave room for impersonation because
used ballot papers in previous elections could
be used in places where fresh elections were
to be held.. That has been the case and there
has not been any reason why the Government
should at all encourage and ordain staggered
elections in the Western Region.

Mr Speaker : May I remind the hon.
Gentlemr= that he has two minutes more.

Chiaf =—ahoro : And may 1 also point

out hen . the Speaker addresses a
" Mer at Member should resume his
seat, R .

M Jviasu : We are being treated to

man; vuauge Understandings of the Standing
Orders. We do understand that when the
Speaker rules.or gets .up from his seat the
Member. should sit down, but when the

- Speaker talks from his chair it is not necessary

for the ™ -=1ber to sit down.’

Chiet +nahoro :
the hor

I fully sympathise with
Vlember and I 4o say that when the

", Speaker addresses a Member, whether he is

on his ck~‘~ or he gcts up, the Member raust
sit down

Mr Adisa: In condusxon there have
"been cases of hired and paid hoohgans riding
Action Group jeeps and ‘going to intimidate
voters, and that is a very grave indictment of
the Government’s conduct of the last local
government elections. Mr Speaker, I will say
that what should be done this evening is that
each - Member should be allowed to vote
’ Of course,
there are so.many pcople on the other side
who have no conscience. If thatis permitted
we kiow that hoii Members across the
carpet will vote solidly for this Motion.

Mr R. A. Olusa:
to-oppose this Motion.

Mr Speaker, Sir, 1 rise
Even the O')posmon

* have. set themselves to oppose it by with-

drawing gradually from the House this
evening. I agrec- entirely with those who
term the Motion as, being irresponsible. It
must have emanated fro\ a puerile and
immature mind.. All the jfuments which
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have been adduced by the various speakers
cannot hold water. This Motion is nothing
but a sign of utter frustration and despond-
ency.

What are the arguments? The Action
Group conducted election in arcas where they
were sure of succeeding and the Nigerian
Broadcasting Corporation announced results
to demoralise NCNC Members, therefore the
NCNC must be defeated even where they
were strong. I say, again, Sir, that this
argument holds no water. The NCNC
should not have won any election anywhere
in the Region. The Mover had the effrontery
to attack: the officers of local government
councils on the floor of this House where the
people cannot reply. These men are

officials who have the commonsense to do -

their official duties without any fear or favour,
and yet you come here and call them members
of the Action Group because the NCNC has
1 wish those who
have made these allegations would come o6ut
and repeat them in public. + I, as a member
“of the Association of Divisional and District
Councils employers of these people will
challenge the Mover to repeat it and we shall
sue him.

‘Mr Speaker the question I would like to
ask the hon. Mover and his supporters is, are
the officials in the places where the NCNC
won elections NCNC supporters ? Let us
stop  attacking those. who cannot detend
themselves here. e

¢

Now I come to this nauseating repetition
about the injection of chiefs into these
councils and also the buying over of NCNC
men. Where is the human market where
NCNC men aré¢ displayed for sale? Who
are the auctioncers-? Why is it :hat it is only
NCNC members who are marketable.
Something must be wrong with them for one
to be able to convert them to wares and sell
them. 'A Member of the Opposition has

given the price as one hundred and fifty

pounds. If people are sold like that'I am

very sorry for the NCNC for before long .

your party will be liquidated. I tell you Sir,
we on this side of the House are prlceless
You cannot buy us.

I want you to know that we shall always.
win elections. The mover and the suppor-
ters have referred to infringement of local
government regulations which senabled the
Action Group to win these-elections. This
is to show that they of the NCNC are so
law-abiding that they dare not attempt to
expose any law breaker.” Yet some of them
are lawyers and perhaps would-be¢ magistrates.
What - are the arguments fot asking the
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Government to resign ?
have lost confidence in the Government ?
I 'want to show you that your grounds are
baseless. 1 thought when this Motion was
moved the Mover and his supporters would
give concrete reasons. But what have they
done ? 'They have not been able to cite any
instance. 'There is ample evidence to show
that the people have confidence in the Action
Group Government of today and that it grows
stronger. everyday. 1 shall quote a few
Since the election many members
of the Local Government Ciuncils both on
the side of the NCNC and the Independents,
have declared for the Action Group, and yet
yoa say they have no confidence in the
Government. If they had no confidence
‘what would they have done? If you
want any sign of confidence®the very declara-
tion of this people for the ACthI‘l Group is a’
sign of confidence.

Since the last elections very many lLocal
Government Councils have passed votes of
confidence in the Government and yet you
cime here to tell us they have lost confidence
in the Government. The Councils are the
voices of the electorates

Only two days ago, on the floor of this
Huse, we had two pecple crossing from the
smkmg boat of the NCNC to this side of the
House (Opposition Members: Shame on them).
Why have they come? It is because their
people oppose their remain/ng in that sinking
ship. One of these people comes from: the
Yoruba part of the Western Region and the
other man from the Midwest—the two parts
that comprise the Western Region. What
other sign do you want to show that the
people have confidence in the Government?

Mr Speaker Sir, I want to tell m#% Friends
on the other side of the House that they have
failed woefully to move anybody on this side
to agree with them in their Motion and that
®'wre 1S every possible sign to showthat the
people of this Region have full confidence in
the Gouvernment by their various motions of
confidence and by their actions in asking their
people to leave the NCNC and come to the
Action Group side of the House. If there is
need for any sign of confidence this is
sufficient to show that the people have full
confidence in the Government and that the
Government is not going to resign but will
remain,.

Mr Speaker Sir, I beg to oppose the Motion.

. The Miuister of Health and Social
Welfare (Mr J.O. Adigun): Mr Spealker, Sir,
Members of the Opposition have since this
morning been repeating once again the tears
which they shed during and immediately
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after the recent local Government elections,
At that time NCNC leaders blamed their stars
for having no money to buy either voters or
elected councillors as they would have wished
to. They also 'argued that the electoral’
regulations were faulty.

But NCNC men were then mstantly called
to reason. They were called to the path of
sanity by no other capable authority than the
Editor of the West African Pilot.
then felt a spade should be called a
(Applause from Government GIIembers)

He felt the NCNC should re-.xamine 1tself
and mend its ways if it could@ver think of
winning any future elections. WMr Speaker
Sir, you will agree with me that the Pilot, as
the mouthpiece of the NCNC, should be
respected when it expresses a definite, un-
equivocal opinion on the fast dying party. C"llled
the NCNC. .

With vyour permission, Mr Speaker, I
would like to reply to the allegations of my

spade.

Friends from the Opposition by refreshing . .

their memories about that fitting reply given
by the Editor of the West African Pilot to the

lame excuses of NCNC leaders on the failure -

of their party during thé last Local Govern-
said  (Inter-

ment elections. The Pilot
* ruptions).
Mr Speaker : Order. 1 am afraid I

shall have to enforce Standing Qrder 29 (4)
which says that during a sitting all Members
shall be silent or shall confer only in under-
tones. Will Members take note of that.

"Mr Adigun : The Pilot said, Sir, that
the NCINC was defeated not because the
Action Group bribed the electotate ; not
because any fraudulent practices were indulged
in ; not because the Police were not at the
polling station ; not even because the Action
Group ever dictated to the Presiding Officers,
but because, unlike the NCNC, the Action
Group is a pushful and efficient organisation

which enjoys popular mass support. (Appiause :

Jrom Government Members).

I.now quote Sir, from the editorial of the
Pilot of Monday, 12th May, 1958, written-

on the result of the elections, captioned
“Above Party and Office’”. With vour
permission [ read the editorial
Party and Office”. -

- “No matter the reason for it, the
reverses suffered by the NCNC in the
current local Government elections in
Western Nigeria and at Eket should cause
the rank and file of the party a sense of
deep disquiet. ~ The strongest grounc’ for
dismay, but not despair, is - that the

The Editor '

“Above -
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realisation does not seem to have dawned
on the party that it is losing ground and
popularity, It is steadily but gradually
abdicating its hold on the masses. . Plainly
the NCNC has lost its old fire and the

" magic wand tliat made it the dflrlmg of thc,
people and gave it national billing”.

Mr Fakayode : When a Member on the
floor of this House quotes from any authority
I think it is very appropriate that he should
do so from the text, not just anvthmg
(Interruptions).

Alhadji Adeg’benro: May I respect-
fully ask the Speaker to allow the hon. the
Minister of Fealth and 8001a1 Welfare to
tender the paper.. -

Chief Wlllxams: May I ask ‘the hen:
Minister to read the whole of that editorial.

- Mr Adigun :
“D-fore the. current elections in the
We  he party conttolled eleven of the
24 divisions. Now it cannot hope to
retain it control of more than seven. In
the East it has lost Calabar, Ogoni, Uyo and
now, Eket. Its' strongholds, Enugu, Jos,
Warri and, before now, Asaba township,
are neglected and torn by internal quarrels.
NCNC managed to keep . Ilesha
during the regional parliamentary elections

by a fe  housand votes ;' Lagos West was
retainer vy 3,000 votes. All these show
that t&  »arty is ill and needs rebirth.

As a netional army the NCNC has one

" probler.. _nd fault ; the party machine, by
which we mean the organisational machine,
~is faulty to "the ‘extreme. The unified
command should at any time be able to
say, we-have a battalion of troops in the
remotest- village of Nigeria. Thus the
strength of the party will always be known
and never be in doubt. ’

" “What do we find ?~—powerful balons,
some of them comimandi private armies,
who all owe. allegiance D the nfltional
command. Adelabu wu¥ a general at
Ibadan, Omo-Osagie rules at Benin and
I\/Ibadlwe at” Orly, but Okotéc-Eboh and
Onyia are  fast slipping at Warri and
"Asaba. Things are not well with the
party organisation. Everybody wants a
job, wants to be an officer or to stand
2lection. There is too much jobbery.
Matters have come to such a head that we
think the partv must submit itself to self-
examination”’,
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_Mr Speaker, this is good food for thought.
This cditorial speaks for itself. I am sure it

Is an appropriate answer to the. frivolous:

‘Motion before this hon. House.

1 beg therefore to oppose the Motion.

Chief Williams :
the very cogent arguments contained in the
West “African Pilot, the mouthpiece of the
Opposition Party, dated Monday, 12th May,

. 1958, which will form part of the records of
this House I do not think Sir, that T need
take much of the time of the House. The
main thing that is worrying the NCNC—the
Opposition—is that they realise that they are
losing ground, and in trying to find a reason

for that they have attempted to put the blame -

on the Government. I think Sir, that the
words of the editor of the Pilot ought to be
seriously considered. (Shouts of ‘‘Personal
opinion”’ from Opposition Members). 1 say
that the opinion expregsed in the Pilot is not
the personal opinion of the Pilot. There is
no doubt that the editoreis a Member of the
NCNC party. (Interruptions). If he is not
a member of the NCNC party they should go
and find an NCNC editor if they don’t want
to lose the election (Renewed interruptions).

What are the -terms of tize Motion?
That this hon. House calls on the West
Regional Government;of the-Federation of
Nigeria to resign forthwith, and seek a fresh
mandate from the people before the next
Constitutional Conference,
cal impossibility.

»

Opposition Members: It is not.

Chief Williams: Today is the 1st of
September and the Conference takes place on
the 29th of September. It is. impossible
between now and the 29th of September to
seek a fresh mandate. s

In the Western, Region there are adequate
and modern arrangements for conducting
elections. It is true thdt in some Regions
where some people we know are in power
they can rush through an electibn within one
week, and they do, with very serious etfects

- on those who are against that Party. They

have mobile Police Stations, mobile Registra-
tion Offices, which go only to strongholds of
the Party in power. We are not made of
that stuff. .In this Region the arrangements
which are being made to conduct the next
Federal elections for the whole country are
based 99 per cent on the Regulations, on the
administrative arrangements of the standard
which has been set in thé Western Region,

Having replied with

That is a physi= -
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' election, we had only one Member in that

Assembly. Now we have 18. In other words
the Eastern powers have been multiplied 18
times. So the, advance in thls Region has
been quite modest.

The trouble Sir, is that it is unfortunate
that Members of the Opposition Party will
not work, because Sir, I believe sincerely that
this country can only prosper if there is a
vigilant and constructive Opposition. I often
.ponder, Sir, why it is that Opposition Mem-
bers do not address themselves to matters
which affect the daily lives of the people of
this Region. Why .is it that they do not
criticise - the. activities of Government upon
facts which are well known 7 Why is it that
they must invent falsehood in order to find
a- subject. matter for debate ? Those who
have spoken on the Opposition side beforc,
théir names have gone down as having made
allegations that are utterly unfounded.
(Shame ! shame !).  ‘Their allegations are on
record, a=-' “¢ will be to thei-~verlasting shame

-that thei ....nes-are recordc, /or making those
(Inter-

rnlegations which they canuut prove.
ruptzon

For tu. .,eneﬁt of the hon. Rlember who
.says tha have no constituency, he will
appreciate ‘that I am a Member of............
(Interruption). If the hon. Member is not
aware—as I have told one of the hon. Mem-
bers who is not here today—If he thinks it is
easy to get into the House in the same manner
in which ot here, let him try and do so.
(Laughte

"May 1 cuu by telling hon Members that

the Government has no intention ‘whatever
of resigning. If hon. Members have doubts

- about the voting, let them be raised in their
constituencies.

(Interruption). .

. Mr Speaker : Order. 1 -think hon.
Members will adherc to Standing Order 29.
Members will not-take the floor of the House
unnecessarily, nor sit in a place allotted to any
other Member: ‘I shall request hon. Mem-
bers to sit in their own proper places.

. The ‘Minister of Trade and Industry
(ChlefA O. Adeyi): Mr Speaker, Sir, I thank
vou very much for giving me this opportunity
to correct. one brief point made by one of the
speakers on the other side of this House. It
is unfortunate that Members of the Opposi-

. tion come to this IHouse to reveal their

ignorance. ‘There are so many attributes of

- the NCNC as’a Party, one of which is igno-

rance. I shall -give the rest- in my future
addresses.

as a lecturer in Ethics. I shall also give them

the benefit of my knowledge of ethics, so that

t
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they can become better and more useful
citizens in this country. The Mover of this
Motion made a similar allegation yesterday
that one chiefr borrowed money, and he
thought he was correcting the 'pan policy of
this Government. It is unfortunate that this
same hon. Member who moved this Motion
should come to this Housc only to contradict

himseclf. He was urging this Government to
invest money. Where? In his house or.
where ? .

Opposition Members :
in the land.

Chief Adeyi: (25,000 was invested in
an indigenous bank. The purpose of invest-
ing money was to get more money on its
deposit. An interest rate of 4 per cent is
payable. :

Opposition Members :
not saying anything relevant to the Motion,
He is talking about yesterday. The Motion is
for the Government to resign. Continue
with irrelevancy.

Chief Adeyi : An interest rate of 4 per
cent on its deposit. The Mover of this
Motion complained that money was deposited
in a bank. But there has béen no diffi-
culty in claiming the moncy deposited in
this Bank.. We have had enough answers
and I am sure the Mover of this Motion has
beeh given satisfactory answers as regards
the one million pounds he referred to. There
is an interest rate of 4 per cent on this and I
also said there has been no difficulty experi-
enced in getting this money back.. Consid-
ering the efficiency with which this special

’

«Bank is being run we have no doubt that the

money will be got back by the owner. I
would like to take this opportunity of warning
Members on the other side of this House

that when they come to this place they should °

not make any attempt to mislead the public
in any way. They should also try at all times
to tell the world the truth. Unfortunately
what the Opposition”has told this House is
nothing but untruth. Mr Speaker Sir, I beg
to oppose. - :

The Minister of Works ann Transport

(Chief A. O.Ogedengbe): Mr Speaker, Sir,

this Motion so far is senseless and it is the sort
of thing that is found among the Opposition
Members of this House—people without the
slightest parliamentary knowledge and I wish
they wduld make these statements outside
this House.

Opposition Members : We are ready
to make it and make ‘it anywhere (shame !
shame ! fraudulent tnen !).

{
7

. e
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[Crir ENAHORO] .

ments should be available at points so that
they can be near to deal w{*) any malpractices.

The third point is thatne hon. Member
made certain remarks about the. Commissioner
of Police here this morning, agd I challenged
him to let me have the document promising
that I would let the House know the result
before we rise today. I have no doubt in
my mind that the document is false ; if it isn’t,
let me have it, and 1 will give it to the
Commissioner of Police, and we will have an
(Interruptions).

. Now, Sir, the fourth point is that a charge
has been made that these elections were
arranged so that Action Group-controlled
Divisions might be dealt with first before the.
others. May I refer, Sir, to page 5 of this
Report giving the dates on which these
elections were held, and you will find that
the first Divisions dealt with were Remo,

" Western Ijaw and Asaba Division. At

that tim= we did not control Western Ijaw
Division .ad, at that time, Sir, we did not
contr~' *~qba Division.

Tt it point, Sir, is that one Member

. asser at there was no occasion on which
" law yrder was maintained during the
electi 1 the Region. That is true as far

as t VCNC-controlled " « Divisions are.
concerned. In Benin and Ibadan Divisions,
every time therc are elections, you must have
riots, ~¥*™-
' There are several other divisions
in this Region. Ilesha Division is controlled
by the *™"NC—there are no riots; the NCNC

have » ‘elections in Ondo, but in Ibadan
and E 1 there are always disorders: In
Afenm.... we lost a Parliamentary Secretary,

there was no riot, but in Ibadan there must
always he riots. *

Now, Jir, I do- agree that there are distur-
bances in these two divisions. From time to
time we are told in this House (Interruptions).
Nobody wants to wipe out the NCNC. I,
in fact, Sir, like to see an Opposition......
(Interruptions).

Now, Sir, a further point is that we have
had an allegation that one man was killed
durmg -the last election—one man was
killed ! Mr Speaker, Sir, how can- these

- people come out here and speak about one

man being killed when more than three
months ago people were slaughtered by the
NCNC ([nterruptions), and yet people come

-, here now and talk about one man being

killed.

_Chief Oputa-Otutu : On point of order
Sir, the case is still in Court,
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Chief Enahoro : What order? The
hon. Member will agree that I am the last
person to mis-read the Standing Orders of
the House. . Mr Speaker, Sir, considering
the recent murders carried out in this Division
in respect of which there are now many cases
in Court, how can the Opposition come here

and talk about onc man being Killed? People
have been murdered in Benin, and less

- than three montlhs ago, people were slaugh- |

tered in. Ibadan. It is the duty of the
aggrieved person, Sir, to approach the Police
and if the Police do not take action, that is
the proper time for Members to come to this
hon. House (Inzerrupt;ons) I can assure
hon. Members that there is no power in this
Region which can instruct the Police not to
take murder cases to Court. Who is the
person who can instruct the Police not to
proceed with murder cases ?

Now, Sir, one last point I would like to
make, I have myself been in the position in
which I regard myself as the Opposition ;
that was in the Federal ‘Government. It is
not necessary to continue to accuse in order
to be an efficient Opposition ; it is not neces-
sary to be destructive in .order to appea:
criticai. [ think that this is a lesson that the
Opposition require to learn. (Interruptions)
Certain Opposition Members have accused
the Government of buying over thei
members. Itappears that the NCNC and theis
supporters must be men without conviction,
otherwise why should it be easy to buy themi
We lost the Federal Elections in this Region ir
1954, but you did not hear any weeping from
us ; we realised that our Party had not made
sufficient effort to win it. We never accused
the: NCNC of malpractices, but every time
the NCNC loses in the West or anywhere,
there is something puzzling.

e

Now, Sir, I have to fefer to the suggestion
made by the hon. the Minister of Justice. 1
think it would be very frivolous to ask that
the Parliament of this Region should resign.
At the worst, even though these charges were
genuine, they would only amount to the fact
that the Minister of Local Government has
not done his job properly, that is the worst
possible construction’ you can put on it, but
not that the Government should resign
because two men have been found with 1,000
ballot papers. Sir, we have a mandate
to rule this Region for five years, and it is
our intention to rule this Region for five
years. Furthermore, Sir, I should like to
assure the Opposition that the challenge they
have made is not new. We had a similar
challenge in 1955 (Interruptions).
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+ [ALBADJI ADEGBENRO]

Dissolution

I say Sir, that that is far from the truth,
What happened was that the elections came
up in April 1958 and the first divisions that
had thetr elections from the beginning of the

7th to the 19th of April are the following:

Western Ijaw, Asaba, Aboh and from the
results (snterruptions), the Action Group came
out with flying colours in Western [jaw and in
Asaba and everr in Aboh ahd in Ishan. The
Action Group was able to win many ‘more

councils from the NCNC in Urhobo and

.- Warri Divisions.
. 3

The hon. theé Mover ‘suggested in his
speech this morning, Mr Speaker, that the
elections are unsatisfactory because the
Action Group had Bought over candidates
belonging to his Party. Again, I say nothing
can be further from the truth. The result
of the election into that.council was that in
‘Ukwuani District Council in Aboh division
the Action Group scored 19 from nothing and
the NCNC, 19. On the day of the first
meeting of the Council the first business of
the council was to elect a chairman. Now
Sir, twi Harties, having had equal members,
could not elect a chairman and there was a
deadlock, There was equality of votes,19 on
one side. and 19 on the other. The

" chairman suggested that a decision should

be taken by lot. I mention this because he

" laid emphasis on” the instruction from my

Ministry: that the election of the chairman
at tha Harticular meeting was illegal. It

.was quue illegal because there is nothing in
the Electoral Regulations and nothing in the
‘Locul Government Law that makes provision

for election of chairman of a coungil by lot.
I decided that election could not be by lot
and I remember in June. Mr Speaker, when
I brought a Bill to thi Jouse, I disclosed
that the responsibility o1 ¥nie chairman of the
council is such that it cannot-be determined
by lot. .. : ) ) :

" The mover also suggested that the district
council in Ukwuani has been won over by the
Action Group because of the injection of
chiefs into that council. Mr Speaker, again
I say, nothing can be further from the truth.
Till today Sir, the chiefs, the  traditional
members have not taken their seats in that
council and in spite of that Mr Speaker, my
hon. Friend was voted out as chairman of that
council. Now, there is one important aspect
of this allegation of my hon. Iriend, the
Member- for Aboh, about the injection of
traditional members into the Ukwuani Dist-
rict Council.. I challenge him to deny the

. fact that he has written several petitions to me,

he has also come to see me. He has led
several delegations to me, asking that chiefs

v
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should be put into the Ukwuani District
Council since there are chiefs in the Ndosi-
mili District Council. These are the two
councils forming Aboh Division, and that has
been the reason why that division is not
represented in the House of Chiefs. Itis a
pity indeed and this is the type of thing that
would rob the Aboh pcople of their right in
the House of Chiefs. It is difficult to
determine tradition in that part of the Region
because those who claim to be chiefs are not
found at the roots.of the chieftaincy tradition.

It is a pity, Mr Speaker, that the other
Member—that is the second Member for
Aboh Division-—is.%not here now. I would
like to say that his (fqlleague from the same
Division with him is standing—or rather, is an
obstacle—in - the way of Aboh Division
getting .a representation ' in the House of
Chiefs. , . . '

You have heard also from a Member from
Asaba Division about the injiction of chiefs

‘into Councils, and that the Action Group

won the election because’ of these chiefs.
Again, Mr Speaker, that is not correct. The

“election was won purely on party organisation

and party goodwill. Before the Chiefs ever
took their seats elections had been held.

Sir, before the last election the membership
of the Action Group in the Council was 9
and the NCNC, 20. But after the election,
the Action Group won 16 seats, and the
NCNC won only 13 seats. It goes to show,
Sir, that the Action Group had won immense-
Iy by the goodwill and confidence which the
people of this Region have fonit. Therefore,
Mr Speaker, it is our right once we are able to
win a local election to elect a chairman for
that Council, and also to run its affairs in a
way which would be beneficial to the people
whom we represent in that area.

Mr Speaker, Sir, both sides of this hon.
House will remember the threats of riots
which the hon. the Deputy Speaker of this
House issued on the occasion of the
proposal to put traditional members into the
Asaba District Council.

first meeting of the Asaba District Council
because I would like to be an eye witness of
the riots threatened by the hon. the Deputy
Speaker. But what happened ? Mr Speaker
Sir, it is interesting to note that my visit
coincided with that of the hon. Minister of
Works and Transport, and both of us were
present at that meeting. But what happened?
instead of rioting, or instead of disturbances,
there was dancing, merry making and so on
and so forth. WMr Speaker, Sir, I even had to
leave the Rest House and sleep in the House
of a friend at Asaba. I did this in order to see

>

After the election -
into that Councitl I decided to attend the -
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[CHIEF OPU’.FA OTUTU]

MTr Speaker, Sir, I am happy again that the
Minorities, Commission ‘has recommended
......... with your permission Mr Speaker, Sir,
I should just like to quote from the Minorities
Commission Report, page 23. .

““The Report of the Commission ap-
pointed to enquire into the fecars of the

* Minorities and the means of allaying
tiilem”, page 23. : '

Dissolution
a

Government Benches: What

' graph?

- Chief Oputa-Otutu:
the Minister of Justice and Attorney-
General should stop disturbing me. You
have no constituency. We shall soon sus-

para-

Mr Speaker, Sir,

‘pend you from this House if you continue in

this way. Yes, Mr Speaker, as I was saying,
page 23 of thc Minorities Commission
Report, paragraph 39 reads as follows:—

“More disturbing was the history re-

. counted to us of dlthumber of Local
Authorlty Councils in ¥shan and Afenmai

“in  which, after the local government
_ elections, - there'was an NCNC majority
- but in Whlch within a- few months the
. majority had gone over to the Action

Group. There were in the two Divisions .

twelve Local Authority Councils. Imme-
diately after the election nine of these had
NCNC majorities. "'Within a few months
* only five remained to the NCNC, the rest
being- coritrolled by the Action Group.
We are not aware of the consideration
_ whicl nduced these changes of party, but
those who changed included a number of
' traditional rulers who in a special sense are
sensitive to Government favour or its
withdrawal”. .
Chief Enahoro: The - Commissioners
say that they are “not aware of the considera-
tions”’.  What then are you saying?

~ Chief Oputa-Otutu: Listen I will tell
you; the' relevant portion is—

A who changed included a number
of traditional rulers who in a special sense
are sensitive to Government favour or its
withdrawal”.

Mr Speaker Sir, the Actlon Group is the
only party in this country that does not want
an Opposition.” So you are not ashamed, and .
vou have ‘the courage to go to the next
Constitutional Conference, to the Colonial
Secretary, to a man who is used to democratic
principles! Shame on you!!

Mr Speaker, ‘Sir, this morning I was' véry
bitter with the Elcctoral Commissioner. In
fact T went to the extent of criticising his
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physical features. 1 am «sorry about these
things but I was annoyed. The British
Administrative Officers have left a tradition
in this country. They have left a legacy, and
that legacy has been admitted by many people
in this country. The British people are well
known for their detnocratic principles, Mr
Speaker, Sir, if an officer like the Electoral
Commlssumcr felt that pressure was being
brought on him to do something he would not
like to do under normal circumstances he
should resign.

should go and meet thc Minister .and the
Minister will refer you back to the Electoral
Commissioner.

Opposition: Fire on! Fire on!

Chief Oputa-Otutu: Mr: Speaker, Sir,
honestly speaking, I was disappointed by the
performance of the Minister of Home Affairs
and Midwest Affairs.

Chief Enahoro: What have I done?

Chief Oputa-Otutu
had the courage to speak about the London
County Council being controlled by Labour
for many years. Iam very happy that he had
the courage to say that in this House. You

know very well that the British Conservative ,

Party has been in power for many years in
(Great Britain. They have never used any
fraudulent means to control the County
Council. But I know that in the Western
Region all possible efforts have been made by
the Action - Group to controk the Ibadan
District Council. When they fail to control
it they will dissolve'it.  They will use all sorts
of obstructions in order to find ways of
controlling it. Mr Speaker, Sir, I was again
entertained by one of our Ministers—Chief
Ogedengbe. He said nothing
listened to what he said. He said the Motion
was irresponsible and then here we are.
Our portable Minister - of Commerce and
Industry was trying to defend the investment
of £25,000 belonging to the people of this
Region in an indigenous private bank and
said it yields 4 per cent and that we should be
satisfied with that. Yet we have no money
to build our roads.
morning the Member for Aboh exposed what
happened during the last election in my
constituency. The fact is that the Electoral
Law _ and the Electoral Regulations are so
mixed up. You cannot take anybody to
court under .the Electoral Law, even if there
is any bribery and corruption. When I spoke
this morning I challenged the Minister of

Local Government to dissolve that Council

and see whether .he could get two Action

[
7
. 4
14

If you come to Ibadan to see
the Electoral Commissioner he will say you "

IVIr'PQpeaker Sir, he -

if  you.

Mr Speaker, Sir, this -
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Quwerseas

Chief Lebi :
second this Motion.

Mr Speaker, Sir, 1 rise to
This is the only Motion

" that needs no debate, for it commends itself

.to both sides of the House. Everybody will
agree with me that the Government of this
Region 13 the most plogxcbsivc,‘thc most
practical, the most dynamic, the most, tole-
rant, the most generou thc most humani-
tarian. Government in . g5 country. In the
practice and pattern for true. democracy, our
Government is exemplary. Tt will therefore

"be a gesture of goodwill .of the part of our

generous Government to send parliamentary
delegations to the United Kingdom.
sure such delegations will come back with
renewed spirit.

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to sccond

Mr A. M. F. Agbaje: Mr Speaker, oir, 1
‘should like to make onc observation. We hope
this is not an attempt to use this opportunity
mainly for the purpose of the Members on the
,Government Benches......... . (Governmefit
Benches : No, No, Nol)......... and we hope
that -when delcgations are being sent, there
will be equal representatlons from both sides
of the House.

Chief Enalioro: "It gives me great pleas-
ure to say that we are considering the possibil-
ity -of sendm(r parliamentary delegations
abroad. ' I would like to assure hon. Members
that if and when the time comes to ‘make
select’-— the Opposition 31dc will be ade-
presented. :

Quesuun  proposed.

Ques*~n put and agreed to
. ZLECTIONS TO LOCAL
GOVERNMENT COUNCILS

The Mover—Myr C. A. Williams—being
(absent, the Motion was not taken).

THE OLU OF WARRI'S

ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE
IJAWS AND URHOBOS

Mr Ariworiyai: Mr Speaker, Sir, it is

not my intention'to go through this Motion,

but meanwhile’, I wish’” to make a few

T

- comments. .

Chief Enahoro : Is he in fact prepared

~ to move the Motion ?°

Mr Ariworiyai : The hon. the Minister

. of Home and Midwest Affairs knows very
_well that when.I mean tb act I act properly.

The only unfortunate thing is that my Col-
league .from Western Ijaw South, who would
have seconded this Niotion, has already left
for Warri and there is at the moment nobody
prepared or qualified enough to second this
(Laughter). 1 am sure that hon.
Members of this House will agree with me
that it has happened on repeated occasions

I am

" code.
criminal 11ab111ty, the acceptance of deporta- -

Olu of Warr’s Attitude 394

that when either Mr Ozcke or myself move
Motions, those Motions arc never seconded
by any other person (Laughter) despite the
fact that we have on- repeated occasions
spoken in support. of MNotions moved
by other Members of the House. T am not
moving this Motion, but.........

Mr Speaker : [ take it for granted that
the hon. Member does not move.

Mr Ariworiyai: Yes, I do not move.

APPOINTMENT OF. NCNC
MEMBERS TO PUBLIC BOARDS

Mr Adesokan : For the simple reason

that a Motion calling upon the Government

of the Region to resign and seek a’fresh
mandate has been defeated in this House,
which shows clearly beyond any reasonable
doubt that Government is not ready for any
improvements sponsored by the Opposition,
I would like to withdraw this Motion. Even
if T moved this Motion, the Government
would throw it aside ; thercfore I am with-
drawing.

Mr Speaker : If the hon. Member is
withdrawing, then it is going to be with the
leave of the House.

My Adesokan : I meant that I do not

move.
ABOLITION OF DEPORTATION
ORDER
Mr Oviasu : Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to
move— °

“That this hon. House calls on the
Regional Government to abolish deporta-
tion either as a punitive measure or as a
means of securing law and order especially
in, Chieftaincy disputes’.

When I survey the fascist tendencies of

_this Regional Government in various ways,

I feel sure that no sensible ' person will
hesitate to welcome this Motion as being
timely. We have in fact in the past, on
numerous occasions, pointed to their dictato-
rial and tyranmcal tendencies. For the
purpose of this Mation I shall confine my
discussion to deportation orders.

I shall prove to this honourable House that
either as a punitive measure or as a means of
securing law and order, deportation is not
necessary, is not right, is not democratic ; is
vicious, is tyraniiical, and is anachronistic.

Mr Speaker, I submit that as a punitive

measure, banishment is not right and is not
necessary. Flrstly, we have our criminal
Since no citizen is insulated against

tion as a punitive measure is therefore an
admission of administrative w cakness.

N e Lkt 1o B - 2]
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Secondly, the deportation ?order as a
punitive measure is vicious and tyrannical.
It does not recognise the liberty of the
citizen as far as the right of appeal is con-
terned. Court jurisdiction is excluded and,
in this case, Government arrogates to itself the
dual capacity of a prosecutor and a judge in
its own case. The person to whom a
deportation order is served cannot appeal to
any court of justice. This accounts for the
failure of the ex-Alafin of Oyo to seek redress

“in a court of law, notwithstanding the fact

that he was exonerated by the Commissioner
from all charges preferred against him.
Because he ts a political enemy to the Action
Group, because he failed to.support the selfish
political aspirations of the Government Party,
the Government became callous and im-
permeable to reason and served.a deportation
order on hith. Happily for the ex-Alafin, he

had a foreknowledge of the imminent danger. *

This mighty ruler of Yorubaland ran for dear
life and liberty and took shelter in Lagos. I
understand, Sir—and I have it here on good
authority—that he was to have been sent to an
almost desolate island near Forcados. There,
in that terrible, mosquito-ridden island, he
might have died at the hands of unknown
assassins, possibly inspired by .the Govern-
ment party. No act could be more palpably
inhuman.

I 'submit that deportation as a means of
securing-law and order in chieftaincy disputes,
is either a weapon designed for the annihila-
tion of political opponents or an admission of
governmenta! weakness and administrative
inexperience. Order, we support. But is
deportation the only or most effective way
of preserving order ? In fhieftaincy disputes,
it is a well known fact-that the person who
finally succeeds to. the stool is not the one

. whose rights are most unchallengeable but the

one who has been a supporter of the Govern-
ment Party. In setting chiéftaincy disputes,
Government’s tyranmcal tendencies are re-
vealed once again in concentrating in the
hands of the Governor in Council the three
powers—legislative, executive and judiciary.
They make the law, interpret it to suit the

whims and caprices of the Government Party,

and execute it. Again, court jurisdiction is

‘excluded. ” T his is absolute tyranny.

With your permission Mr Speaker, 1 quote
some relevant sections from the Appomtment
and Recognition of Chiefs Law '

“The Governor may suspend or depose
any chief whether Lppointed before or

4
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after the commencement of this Law, if
he is satisfied that such suspension or
deposmon is required according to native
iaw and custom or is necessary ‘in the
interest of peace, or order or good govern-
ment.

i

“Where a chief is suspended under sub-
section (1), the Governor shall specify the
- powers and duties under native law and
custom or under any written law that shall
not be exercised or discharged by such-
chief and may make such provision for the
temporary exercise and discharge of such
powers and duties by another person as he
shall think fit.

“If any person shall have been convicted
of an offence against the provisions of this
Law or have been suspended or deposed
under the provision of sub-section. (1) or
section 22 and the Governor shall consider
that in the interests of peace, order and
good government an order of deportation
to any place in the Western Region should
be made, he may by writing under his hand
and seal order such .person to be deported:
accordingly.

“If a person ordered to be deported ..
sentenced to any term of imprisonment,

such sentence shall bc served before the

order of deportation is-carried into effect.
. . ! .

“An order of deportation may b~
expressed to be in force for a limited tim
or for an unlimited time and may requir
the deported person o' report himself .t
the nearest administrative officer.or officer

of police at intervals of not less than thu’t‘y‘ _.

days.

“An- order of deportation - shall be
sufficient authority to all persons to whom
it is directed or delivered for execution to
receive and detain the' person therein
named and to carry him to the place
named”’.

I stop so far.

All people are agreed that it is, an act of
criminal insanity, and of extreme atrocity, to
indulge in flogging a dead horse. To
comply with the provisions of this Law a
chief may be suspended, deposed, jailed and
divested of all rights and privileges formerly
enjoyed by him. It would appear that is not
enough and so if the Governor considers
it to be in the interest of peace, order and
good government an order of deportatmn

should be made.
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[Mr Oviasu] . ' ‘

This deportation weapon is like the sword
of Damocles hanging over the heads of our

respected Obas and Chiefs. The ceffect of
thison their mental composure is incalculable.

- They dre forced to think and behave like
slaves.. For their safety and self-preservation
they have to support the .Government

" Party. The Minoritics Commissioners con-
firm this in their Report.: Mr Speaker, with
- your permission, I beg to quote.

“It is significant that in the House of
Chiefs, whose total embership is 52,
~there is now only onc _ Tember who is not
a supporter of the Action Group™.........

* Chief Enahoro: Mr Spaker, Sir, that is
out of date. 'There is no Member of the
INCNC there now.

- Mr Oviasu: I crave your indulgence,
please -refrain from unnecessary and un-
seemingly interruptions.

.';"Chvi'ef Enahoro: I am only helping you
to.put.your case more clearly. :

Mr Oviasu: As has already been men-
tioned, the example of one great Chief, the
Alafin of Oyo, who was deposed in 1956,
canno’~ e forgotten by any Chief in the
Regio:  The influence of Chiefs is still
great, .nd if a Chief is sucked into the
vortex of politics it is inevitable that his views
shoulc [l atan election. One instance is the
Olu o 7arri, who summoned a meeting of
his people, the' Itsckiri, and formally told
them to vote for the Action Group; this was
exceptional, and it was not usually necessary
for a chief to proceed so openly as this.

Under the pretence of maintaining law and
order the Covernment of this Region is
always . consistently and * cleverly devicing
means of cowing political opponents into
submission. T"he Deportation Order is one
of such dizbolical devices. So many terrible
things have been done by Government under
the dear name of law and order. Order
without liberty is futile. If law and order arc
.connected in our mind it is because of Rome.
The anicient Roman order of the 5th Century
‘s what the Régional Government is copying
1 the 20th” Century. What a height of
-anachronism? You put blazing coals on a
.man’s head and ask him to stay quiet while
“pointing a revolver at him. Rome paid too
dearly for that sort of order because it was at
-the expense of liberty. Rome in giving order
.to.Europe roblhed her of all vitality.  Thus
order became tyranny. We cannot escape
history. God and History are always the
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best judges. What happened to Rome?
She was rent by her private sclfishness.  The
seeds of revolution she sowed germinated and
had a boomerang effect on her. The destruc-
tion of the Roman Empire by the Barbarians
was in fact an emergence of brute force in
Europe from which it has taken Europe nearly
2,000 years to recover. ’

Mr Speaker, I have surveyed the various
facist and tyrannical ‘tendencies of the
Government. . I have shown that the Deporta-
tion Order is one of the atrocious devices for
cowing political opponents into submission.
I have also shown that as a punitive measure
or as a means of securing law and order there
arc other ways open' than by deportation. I
have also proved that deportation, apart from
being inhuman, is anachronistit, obsolete, and
unprogressive.

I would at this juncture like to ‘commend

the example of the Eastern Region Govern--

ent to this honourable House. In the East
deportation has been abolished from the
Statute books. The Eastern Government
has thus demonstrated an act of political
magnanimity, sagacity and benévolent admin-
istration.

Finally, I would like to makeit abundantly
clear that the Opposition deprecates any
device that alienates a man from his property
and family. We cannot tolerate the degrada-
tion of human personalities in our community
by threats of deportation. We want security
for our Obas and Chiefs. It is our sacred
duty to protect their interest. We oppose
deportation. We oppose the type of law
and order that degenerates into tyranny,

We cannot tolerate in our community that
sort of deportation. We want security for
our respected Obas and Chiefs...... (tnter-
ruptions). It is our sacred duty to protect
their interest and we shall continue to protect
their interest. We shall continue to be their
watchdogs. We oppose deportation.

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move.

Mr Afolabi: If there is anyone .who
should know what respect is due to the
memory or to the rank of an Alafin it should
be a Yoruba . man. Therefore for. any
Member of this honourable House to refer to
the ex-Alafin with such levity shows lack of
ordinary courtesy-#d respect and I very
much deprecate the?idea of ridiculing an
august person like the Alafin. If anybody
on the Government Benches today has a
sense of shame he should cover his head any
time the atro¢ity committed in Oyo is men-
tioned. I refusé to accept such comments and

I crave the indulgeénce of the Spéeker to -

bring his fact home to the Government.’

.

— =

P a)
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[MRr AroraBi] = - : .

Mr Speaker, I support this momentous
Motion. I would like to preface my few
remarks by quoting the principles enunciated
in the American Declaration of Independence.

Mr Speaker Sir, it is obvious from the
foregoing that the primary objective of any
good- and democratic Government is.to seek
the happiness and welfare of its subjects, but
from the happenings in this Reglon the reverse
has been the case.. Day in day out the
Government makes life more difficult and

uncomfortable for its subjects by enacting_

unjust, obnoxious, inhuman and vindictive

laws to oppress and victimise the people, and’

one of these laws in the Deportation of Chiefs
Order.

The operation of this lziw, Mr Speaker Sir,
would be less repugnant if innocent citizens
were not brought under its excruciating pains.
In a totalitarian country these provisions are
the weapons employed by despots to achieve
their selfish ends and to put thgmselves in
power. [ can cite two glaring irfytances of
this- abuse -of power by the Westerh Reg1on
‘Government. .

I refer to the deportation of the late Aremo

a L Oyo, a chief and prince in his own right and
the ex-Alafin of Oyo. Whereas the Aremo
was falsely -accused, charged and convicted,
he was later discharged and acquitted by a
competent court of justice. Yet the Western
Reglon Government, to satisfy its whims and
caprices, regardless of any sense of shame,
deported him from his kingdom and people
and allowed him to die of hunger and frustra-
tion, making n¢ provision for his sustenance,
“The ex-Alafin, his august father was accused
by this same Government and subjected to a
very rigorous enquiry, and. although the
‘Commissioner of Enquiry exonerated him
from these allegations and recommended that
he should remain with his people, the
Western Region Government deported and
deposed him. -The deportation, considered
from any view point cannot stand the test of
. ustlce and a progresswe humane Government

‘As 2 punltlve measure it is wxcked, in-
‘human, reactionary and anachronistic. As a
means of securing law and order it has always,
failed as it is failing in Oyo Division today.
The social order in Oyo Division has been
disrupted and anarchy and chaos have been
enthroned in the place of law and order and
the ‘people have enjoyed no real peace and
_tranqui ty in consequence of this inhuman
act ever since.

As hon, Members. in this House are well
'aware, the Oyos have a proverbially high
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respect for their Obas, particularly the Alafin.
What is the position today? I ask the
Minister of Justice to answers

Chief Williams:
for the Alafin?

Mr Afolabi:

Government Members:

Fave you any respect

What is the position today?

There is peace,

-order and good government.

Mr Afolabi: There is chaos, anarchy,
disrespect for natural rulers. The report
of the Minorities Commission is eloqucnt on’
the dastardly and diabolic force used by the
Action Group Government to cow down the
natural rulers of this Region with a view to
achieving political advantage.

_The deportation Order 1s compared to the
sword of Damocles hanging over the natural
rulers to bring them into subjection.

Mr Speaker Sir, I whole-heartedly recom-
mend that this bad law be expungld from the
statute book: the time is long overdue.

I second the Motion.

Question proposed.

Chief Williams: Mr Speaker Sir, I
shall be brief. ' The Motion says that the
House calls on the Regional Government to
abolish deportation * either as a punitive
measure or as a means of securing law and
order especially in Chieftaincy disputes. ‘

I would like hon. Members to know in the

first place that it is not correct to suggest, as -

the Motion does, that deportation is a punitive
measure in this Region. Deportation as
such is used only in regard to chiefs. It is
only under the Chiefs Law that the law is
vested in the Regional Government to deport
anybody, and even then it is not, strictly
speaking, deportation, because he cannot be
asked to go outside this Region. His move-
ment within the Region is restricted but he
cannot be sent -outside the Region. . The
power to ask someone to leave the Region is
vested in the Federal Govérnment—it is only
the Federal Government that can deport
anybody T, presume the :Mover means
restricting the movement of a chief under the
Law. That only applies to chiefs. It is not
correct to say that an ordinary person can be
deported.

In regard to its powers over chiefs it is
only the’Alafin of Oyo who has been subjected
to the Deportation Order in this Region by the
Regional Government. This  Government

has been in power for more than seven years -
"and it is only that mstan%e that has been

quoted.

)
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. argument against -deportation.
presented a single point_against my various

‘House of Chiefs.
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[CHIEF WILLIA\'IS]

The hon. Member for Benin alleged that

he understood that the Alafin was to be
‘deported to Forcados; that is absolutely
unfounded. This is not the time for me to
go into the history of the case of the Alafin.
That has been discussed several times in this
House and 1 do not need to go into it again.

The Minorities -Commission made a
‘certain reference to the composition of the
But I would like to remind
hon. Members that the, regulations for
sclecting Members for the House of Chiefs
were made by a Joint Party Committee and
under those requlatlons Local Government
Councils have the effective voices for selecting
’V[embers of ';he House of Chiefs.

There are some Divisions where the NCNC
are in the majority and in regard to these
Divisions it is the NCNC who were respons-

“ible for -choosing their candidates for the
."House " of Chiefs.
-justification

There is therefore no
whatever for the statement
which has been quoted from the report of the
Minorities  Commission. (Interruptions).
What I know'is that in the Divisions where
the NCNF predominate the person selected
must e somebody with NCNC views—
Ilesh. .s another example:

"Th Government has been asked to copy
the Eastern Government with regard to the
questinm-of deportation. Well, unfortuna-

tely, ‘hat Region, there are no chiefs;

it is « trying to copy the Western Region.

1 ha 10 doubt that after copying the

West degion theyswill take steps to ensurc
~ that" are adequate measures for law and
' orde:

I think that the Motion is uncalled for.

CAs T said the Governor has used the power

of deportation only once and, in any event,
it is not correct that deportation is being used
in this ‘Region as a punitive measure.

Mr Speaker Sir, I beg to oppose.

- Mr Oviasu: Mr Speaker Sir, I consider
this .Motion -a very important one for .which
the House should have. allowed more time
for a-full dress. debate. I deprecate the
of cutting short the
debate on this important Motion. I am
happy to note that in summing up or winding
up for the Government Benches, the Minister
of Justice had not a single point against my
He has not

arguments against deportation. ~But it is
clear that deportation is wrong, it is not right,
it is inhuman, and ou<™t to be abolished in
this Region. .
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. ‘maintain law and order.

- dealings......... (interruptions).
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I-am not saying, Sir, that. the hon. the
Minister of Justice is not intelligent; but I
would have expected a person of such hxgh'_
mitelligence to have.been able to reason more
clearly. It reﬂects a sort of mental abberra-
tion. He said, “strictly speaking, it is not
deportation”—in those very words. Well,
if it is not deportation, what does he call 1t>
(Flon. Members: a restriction). It is deporta-
tion, not a restriction. And if you go to a
‘what you
like—you will find that deportation is
banishment, is taking a person from his own
home to a place unknown to him, parting
him from his own home and property.
That 1is deportatlon not restriction; it is
banishment, (Interruptwn) '

Deportation QOrder

s

The Minister of Justice, instead of coming
out with facts to counteract my point, just
stirred it up without making any point. He
said that the Alafin of Oyo was not deported
to Forcados. That is not very material to
my argument. It is not material to my
argument, where he has been deported. Itis
not relevant, Mr Speaker, the fact that. since
the past seven years this Party has been in
power only oné deportatlon has- taken place
does not mean that this motion does not arise.

~ The fact is that so long as this Order remains

in force, whenever, it suits the Government
they can make use of it. I have shown in
this House that it is like the so-called Roman
Crder of the Flfth Century. It sent the
whole of Rome info barbarous deeds. It is
just what this Gové tyhment Party is doing,
and what befell Rome will surely befall this
Government, unless it adjusts its policy.

I'inally, Mr Speaker, Sir, there are many
other ways in"" which we can restore or
Ve should make
better use of the .Criminal Code. We have
been told that it ‘s effective, so why not
make use of it?

I have also told this House that the way
that the Government Party always seeks to
have in its hands the three powers is nothing
but absolute tyrrany, anarchy. So far as
deportation is concerned, the person whom
the deportation concerns has no word of it.
There is no Court of Law, and in this
particular case the person who prosecuted
was also the Judge in the case, and was the
person who made the law®to suit his own
purposes. What do you expect? What can
you expect but injustice? I would - have -
expected a Minister of Justice to reflect in his
His interpre-
tations showed nothing buit a miscarriage of
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justice. WMr Speaker, Sir, I commend it to
this hon. House to consider this Motion as
acceptable and wise. *

Chief Enahoro: Mr Speaker, a charge
has been made against us that we have not
made adequate provision of time for the
discussion of this Motion. As hon. Members
are aware, this charge has néver been made
in this House. We have always tried to give
time, and we have spent the whole day on
this Motion. There are twenty-nine Mem-
bers on the other'side of the House. If the
Opposition...... (interruption)...... according to
Members supporting the Government.........
(interruptions).

Question proposed.
Question put and negatived.

- AI_)]OURN MENT

Chief Enahoro: 1 beg to move that the
House do now adjourn, and in doing so may I
say that it is proposed to re-convene the House

in the first week in December.' :

Question proposed.
Cap Guns: Prosecution of Owngrs

Mr A. E. O. Isedeh: Mr Speaker, Sir, 1
shall be grateful if the Minister of Home and
Midwest Affairs will explain to this honour-
able House according to what Ordinance
the Local Government Polke in DBenin
Division is dealing with the ptosecution of
people in possession of cap guns. . There has
been no indication to the public as to what
" Ordinance they are contravening. Nine men
from Aglor in Tka District Council area were
recently charged to a Local Government
Court at Abudu for being in possession of cap
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guns. I went to sce the corporal in charge of
the Abudu Local Government Pol ce, who
directed me to the Aseistant Superintendent
of Police'in Benin.  When I met the Assistant

Superintendent of Police 3 Benin he told me

that he would look into /'y amended law in
order to know the positici)x; and meanwhile
I should ask the corporal to send him the
case file. Later, when I returned to the
corporal and delivered the message to him,
he asked me to return some other day. When
I went to him again 1 was told that the

" men had been charged to Court already.-

Now, I feel that I should know exactly
whether this Law is applicable to only one
area and not the whole of Nigeria:

Chief Enahoro: What was the .of’fencé?
If you will let me have the files I shall
investigate. I am not sure that I follow this.

Mr Isedeh: Mr Speaker, Sir, I have
already gone to Benin to.see an Inspector and
to ask him whether there is any law. Fle said

he was not aware of it. But he has been-

prosecuting people in Benin in such instances.

Chief Enahoro: Is there any point n

proceeding further with this>» 1 say that if

he will bring me the files I.will see that an
investigation is made.

Question again proposed..

" Question put and, agreed to.

House accordingly adjolurned sine die at
11.45 p.m. until December 1958.
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