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. WESTERN HOUSE OF sides of the Hozise. Chief Ogedengbe then 
ASSEMBLy crossed from the NCNC Benches to the 

Action Group B enches). 

TUESDAY, 2ND SEPTEMBER, 1958 Mr F. A. Oyalowo: I have been 
The House met at i0.13 a.m. mandated by the Egba people and my consti

tuency, that is, Egba Central; from now on to 
PRAYERS declare for the Action Group . · Mr Oyalowo, 

amidst cheers and jeers, then crossed from 
(lVIr Speaker in the Chair) the NCNC B enches to the Action Group 

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE Benches). 

Mr Adeoye Adisa took and subscribed to 
the oath of allegiance. 

P}\pERS LAID 

Reports of the Accountant-General, 
Vl estern Region-The Financial Statement 
for the year ended 31st March, 1957. 

Report of Local Government, . Wester~ 
· Region, for the year 1957. 

Annual Report of the Department of Social 
Welfare, Westpn Region; 1956-57. 

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE 

The Ministe'r of Horne Affairs and 
Midwest Affairs (Chief A. Enahoro): 
The Government's bu~iness for this meeting 
is as set out on today's Order. Paper. Hon. 
Members are also aware that there are a 
number of Priv~te Members' Motions . It is 
proposed to take all stages of the Local 
Government B_ill, the Public Health (Amend
ment) Bill, and the Births, Deaths and Burials 
(Amendment) Bill today, and to complete 
the other stages of the Supplementary 
Appropriation Bill tomorrow, and to devote 
Thursday to Members' Motions. We hope 
the House will rise on Thursday. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 

Chief J. A. Ogedengbe : If there is any 
party in Nigeria -that wa'nts the unity of this 
country, that caters for the common man, . 
it is the Acti r n Group Party. (Shouts of 
"shame! shame!" from Opp6sit_ion Members). 
By the past performances of the Action 
Group Governmez:t in this Region, I am 
convinced that this Action Group party is 
the only party that can lead us to independence 
and at the same time tnsure freedom for all. 

0 0 , • 

I have been mandated'1by the people of my 
constituency to declare for the Action Group, 
and I am convinced from In)' heart of hearts 
that the Action Group is · the party of the 
common man . (Cheers· from Government 

'· Benches). 

Mr Speaker Sir, I therefore declare for the 
Action Group. (Cheers and jeers from all 

BUSINESS MOTI ONS . 

' Chief Enahoro : After this exhilarating 
exhibition, I beg to -move that Standing 
Order 4 (2) be suspended this day to enable 
the House to continue sitting after 1:00 p .m. 
if necessary. 

The Minister .of' Local Governme nt 
(Alhadji D. S. Adegbenro): I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 

Question put and agreed to. 
0 

PRESENTATION AND FIRST' RE,.'\OING 
· OF. PUBLIC BILLS · _..;._ · 

The following l\ lls were prese~t,ed ~d 
read for the First 8frie; they were ordered to 
be read later in the day:___: ~ .i : . , · 

1. rrhe Supplementary Appro~;iation -
(1958-59) Bill. \ . ·'· .. · . . · 

2. The Local Governmen t (Amendment) 
(No. 3) Bill. . ·. , 'f:: : . . . 

3. The Public Health (Amendment) 
Bill. . ··;· ; '.: 

4. Births, Deaths and .Bm:iaJs ' (1\m'e;nd-
ment) Bill. . . -~?::;f .. _:.-:~ 

SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION 
BILL: SECOND READING ' . 

Order for · Second Reading r'ead. 

The Minister ··of Economic Planning 
(Chief C. D. Aknin) : Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I rise to move the Se.::ond Reading of a Bill 
for a Law to rnake supplementary provision . 
for the service of the Western Region for the . 
year ending on the·31st day 'of March, · l959, 
additional to that made under the 1958-59 
Appropriation La\~, 1958 and the · 1958-59 
Capital Budget Approl(riation Law, 1958. 

I have it in command from· His Excellency 
the Governor in accordance with Standing 
Order 73 to convey his .recommendation for 
the consideration of this Bill. ' 

Before I proce.ed tQ comment . on the 
suppjementary provision sought under. the 
Bill and on the supplementary .estimates which 
support it, I w·ould like to · make some 
remarks on the question of pwcedure for 
dealing in this House ,vith Supplementary 
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[CHIEF. AKRAN] . 
Estimates. Bon. M eri1bers will recall that 
when the first Supplementary Estimates for 
this financial year. were presented at the last 
meeting in June, ,approval w~s sought by 
way of a R esolution. It w~s mtend.ed that 
all such · expenditure authonsed d unng the 
course of a financial year · should be covered 
by only one Appropriation Bill to be presented 
to the House at the end of the year. The 
resolution .procedure, as some ·bon. Members 
rightly remarked, did not afford .the. House 
adequate opportunity for the exammat10n and 

· discussion of the estimates. It has been 
decided, therefore, that henceforth a Supple
mentary Appropriation Bill will be presented 

· each tim e the authorisation for supplementary 
provision is required. 

. With yo\~i· yenfission, Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
. 9-}lOte . Standmg vrder 70 : . 
.. · - "If at any .- tin:.e a . Supplementary 
-~ -Appropriation Bill is introduced · into ~he 
' House, the proyis?ons of the Standmg 
1• Order 69 . " Appropriation Bill" shall apply 

l' '' to the stages of and the proceedings 
·- upon a Supplementary Appropriation Bill, 

excep t that the debate .on Second Reading 
shall take place n ot less than one day a!ter 
the Motion on Second Reading has been 
proposed and seconded and n ot more than 
three days shall be allotted tO the considera-

-- tion of the Bill in Committee of Supply" . 

t, I am sure hon. Members, in particular my 
hon. Friend the Member for Urhobo East, 

· who is the oldest member of the non
existent Finance Committee, will be pleased 
to know that in view .of this Standing Order 
I don't expect them to discuss the supplemen
tary estimates immediately after this speech. . . . 

Nm:y, to turn to the Bill itself. Of the 
total sum of £59,648 shown under the first 
schedule of the Bill, £13,948 \vas approved 
by a Resolution of this House at the last 
meeting . The following are the more impor- · 
tant items includ"' d in the balance of £45,500 
for which fresh authorisation is required. 

' Head, 331 : Ministry of Finance.-An 
addition al provision of £28,000 is requi red 
for reimbursetnen t to local authorities for. 
expenses of collection of r:poto r vehicle fees. 
This. reimbursement is at a fixed rate of 5 
per ceri.t of the r~venue actually collected . . 
lt is expected that actual 'revenue will exceed 
the estimate 'for this year by about £100,000. 
In addition, some payments in respect of 
commi~sions earned last year have had to be 

. made this year. · 

• 

Head 341 : Loc;al Government Service 
Board . .!_ This is a new Head to provide for 
the Local Govemmen j Service Board as a 
separate non-Ministerial Department. · The 
total provisioJ;1 of £8·,01 0 is required for the · 
remainder of the current financial year. 

In my budge t speech last March, I 
informed the House that Governrrienf had 
se t up a Committee to advise· on the integra
tion of . Departments \\'it'1 the . various 
Ministerial offices concerned with their 
actrvltres. The Committee has since comp
leted its work and its rep'orts have been
considered by G overnment. The supple
m entary estimates now before · the House 
contain revised es timates which reflect the 
reorganisation of staff in each Ministry. 
Some reduction in. the number of posts have 
been effected in addition to changes in the 
designation of some posts. The total saving 
in personal etl'loluments resulting from . the 
integration or reorganisation schemes 1s 
£46,735 . 

The second-schedule to the Supplementary 
Appropriation Bill shows that a total supple
mentary provision of .jj2,490, 977 is required 
under the Capital Expenditure Estimates for 
this financial year. This figure includes · a 
total supplementary provision of £235,660 
approved by Resolution at the last nieetfng 
of this House, and the balance of £2,255,317 · 
is made up mostly of revotes. A major 
item in the schedule is £1,508,694 under Head 
705-Loans. . This is made up of a revote 
of the £1,076,000 .provided last year for the · 
Finance Corporation but which was 'not 
used. The balance of £430,694 is to provide 
the newly established Housing Corporation 
with the funds to finance its activities during 
the current financial year. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. 
· Chief Enahoro : I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 

Mr Speaker : The debate on this Motion 
will stand adjourned till tomorrow to enable 
M embers scrutinise the supplementary 
estimates. 

THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

(AMENDMENT) (NO. 3} BILL 
SECOND READING 

Order Second R eading read. 

Alhadji Adegbenro: I beg to move the 
Second Reading of a Bill for a Law further to 
amend the Local Government Law, 1957. 
This Bill seeks to make provision firstly, 
for the removal of a Chairman of a Council 
.. .. ... .. (Opposition Members :Shame, Shame), 
when due JjlOtice ·of such removal has been 
given in tb&~ proper manner. Section 2 of 

; 
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this Bill therefore empov.:ers the Secretary 
· of the <;ounc)l to discharge the responsibility 
of .callmg a meeting to dispose of that 
busmess and of presiding at such 'meeting. 

Secondly, the Bill seeks' to provide for the 
'grant, subject t .(' the prior approval of the . 
Minister, of allowances to ex~chiefs, ex-obas 
and other ex-holders of traditional titles and 
thirdly, the Bill seeks to amend the pri1~cipal 
Law to enable the rights, interes ts, obligations 
and liabilities of native authorities to be 
assigned to L ocal GC1\·ernment Councils. 
Where such rights, intere;>ts, obligations and 
liabi l iti~ s arc outstanding ' as a result of the 
dissolution of those native. authorities . the 
purpose of this . amendment is to ensure that 
no injustice is done to th<:7 p·arties concerned 
and Local . Government Councils will in 

' · . ' ap.propnate cases, be deemed "as having 
taken over such outstimding rights, interests, 
obligations and liabilities upon an order to 
that effect being made by the Minister of 
Local Government. 

' Mr .Speaker, I beg to move. 

Chief Enahoro : I beg to second. 

Qu~stion proposed. 

Mr G. I. Oviasu : . Mr Speaker Sir, this 
Bill should not have been presented to us at 
this stage. It would have E>een better if the 
Government Benches had been more tolerant 
by giving us some more time to go into this 
controversial Bill. It is surprising that at 
eve.ry sitting of this House, amendments are 
put to us. I submit Sir, that this is a 
sign of down-right incompetence on the part 
of the Government . 

Chief Enahoro : On the contrary, it is 
evidence that. we are alive to changing times. 

Mr Oviasu ': I say Sir, that it is a sign' 
of down-right incompetence and lack of 
foresight ; it is a· sign of down-right political 
wickedness. 

. . 
· We · on this side of the House oppose this · 
Bill. We are all aware that recently, most of 
the elections in various Local Councils were 
completed, but elections into some Divisional 
Councils have still not been held. There is 
reason for that, Mr Speaker. The Govern
ment Party is so anxious to control the 
Divisional Councf!s by foul means and by 
force. 

Chief Enahoro : l ·appeal to the hon. 
Member to withdraw the word "foul". He 
can use another wor9 . .. . ... . . (Interruptions). 

Mr Oviasu : • They want to control the 
Councils in the Western Region by .foul 
means. That is the truth, otherwise, what 

is the necessity fo r inj ecting traditional 
Members into Local Government Councils. ? 

Chief Enahoro :. Is that re levant to this · 
Bill ? (Interruptions) . 

Mr Speaker 
carry on. 

. . Will the h on. Gentleman 

Mr Oviasu It 'is always .said that truth 
is made- clearer by ill.ustration ; it is . known 
that in · some cases figures give clearer 
illustrations that words .cannot give, and for 
that reason I shall give one ex·ample : in the 
Iyekovia District Council, the position of the 
parties is, NCNC 18, Act ion Group 12 ....... :. 
(Interruptions). . • 

Mr Speaker : Order, order. Perhaps 
the .hon. Gentleman has got the Order Book 
about Motions. I hope he is not .anticipating 
certain motions by M embers on my left. . . 

Mr Oviasu : I am no't anticipating Sir· 
I am just giving a background, to make hon: 
Members appreciate the viciotlsness of this 
amendment. The amendment is ·not neces
sary. Take amendment No. 1 rei arding 
the removal of the Chairman from a Council. 
The reason is that when the tniditional 
mem~ers ':"hom the Government . party is 
mJectmg· mto the Councils have· been 
injected, · the state of the party, wilL cha~ge. 
·where you have NCNC 18, and ,Action 
Group 12, ·on the injection of 8 traditional 
members, the position will be . Action 
Group 20', NCNC 18. Mark you Sir; before 
the injection, the NCNC h ad elected their 
own Chairman, but this injection will reverse 
the position of the state of the parties. in that 
Cpuncil. That is just the position, Sir. And · 
that is why we are opposing it'. 

On the second amendment, Sir, we make 
provision for the attainment. of · self
government 

Mr Speaker : · I beg your pardon., This · 
was meant for all traditional members 
through the Action Group .... . . (Interruption). 

Mr O viasu : M r Speaker, the· answer is 
emphatically, yC<J. · We can ·see it frem the 
crossing over th,is m orning,· Sir, of the hon. 
Member for Afcn ·'1i (Chief Ogedengbe). 
He is a traditional n fl mber and the Chiefs are 
supporters of the G<\Vc rnmct?-t (Interruptions). 

'. 
On the second amendment, I see no , 

reason why this Region should . be wasting 
money to pay somebody who is · dcing · 
nothing simply because he was appointed to 
a title. This Government Party is well 
known for using all the forces at its command 
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to . force things . on people and there is no 
clearer m ethod than this. These members 
in most cases are Action Group supporters. 

On th~ t hird amendment, Sir, while we on 
· this side of the Hous~. are not opposing it, the 
· Government has prescribed that rights which 
formerly belonged to the old authority have 
lapsed and are now vP.sted in existing Local 
Government Authorities. With this; Sir, 

. I beg. to oppose the Second Reading of the 
Amendment. 

Mr V. I. Aniadasun : I thank my star. ..... 
(Interruption). Mr Speaker, .Sir, before I say 
ar;ything I would like .to read the first proposal 
in the amendment. 'This Bill seeks to amend 
the. Local ·Government Law (No. '3) ·of 19 57, 
to provide that where a m.otion to remove 
the Chairman is before the Council the 
responsibility for calling a meeting to discuss 
_the 'proposal and for procedirigs at the meeting 
'shall be 0ischarged by the Secretary of the 
·. council and 110t the Chairman who is 

·.~·p-roposed to be removed. 
. ! ,'· 

·:· ·_,And. n_ow, Mr Speaker, Sir, I would like 
the ·Mmrster of. Local Government to say 
what kind of Motion . it is. Is it a good 

·Motion or a bad Motion ? What the Minister 
of Local G overnment simply wants to imple
ment here is that in any Council, any of the 
me!llbers of the AGtion Group at any time 
may move a motion that the Chairman who 
is NCNC should be removed. To come to 

· th_e results of the last loca·l election, if I am 
gi'(en the opportunity, I will show why this 

· so::.called Action Group Party controlling 
the Gdvernment of the Western Region is 
not· doing anything......... What type of 
Motion is that ? . And now, Mr Speaker, 
you see the financial control is given to ........ . 
(interruptions): . 

Now, lVIr Speak~r, Sir, you can see that 
the Secre tar~-and I am not·anticipating the 
Speaker, Srr-the Secretary was given 
extraordinary pm(jrs to be the Electoral 
Officer an d also th \/Secretary of the CounciL 
You know we are all human beings. Now 
he ha~ been given the power to call a meeting 
and to remove-who!h is · he to remove ? 
That is why we are opposing it. 

· It is high time, Mr Speaker, Sir that the 
Minister of Local Government' of this 
Region was rem,oved. (h1terruptions). A-n d 

· we have to ld him so, that he can be removed. 
(Interrup tion). Mr Speaker, Sir, according 
to what m y learned Friend has just read, it is 

time these types of amendment to the Local 
Government L~w were stopped. Power 
should not be given to a 'Secretary to remove 
an NCNC Chairman of the Council. Mr 
Sp'eaker, Sir , I beg to propose. 

Mr P. K. · Tabiowo : Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I rise to oppose the Amen<..lment on the· Local 
Government Law . . vVhen the Local Govern
ment Law was first. introduced, I can still · 
remember that I was one of those iVIembers 
who debated it before it was passed into Law. 
The intention of the Government in intro
ducing it then was tiifferent from what it is 
being used for at this time. The Ministry 
of Local Government is a most difficult 

· Ministry to head because it deals with human 
beings .and there is nothing so difficult to deal 
with as human beings. If I had· my way 
I would sugg~st that the Governmept of this 
Region should look round and find somebody 
else, somebody better than the present 
Minister of Local Government ........ . (inter-
ruptions). I . 

1
'6!Y ~hat ~rith all emphasis. 

I would suggc)t 111 thrs place the hon. 
Minister of Economic Planning. He is a man 
of action, a man of experience. He is such a 
man, a man of higli. calibre. I would like a 
man who h as gone on a pilgrimage, when he 
returns;• to have some holiness about him. 
(Shame! Shame!). It ~·wuld be a shame for 
the Ministry to have such a man as this at 
its Head. 

J.\1r Speaker, Sir, what is all this amendment 
for? Today an amendment of the Local 
Government Law tomorrow an amendment 
of the Lo~al Government Law, th-e day after 
an amendment of the same Law. The Law 
-the last thing that should happen-has 
b~en changed, mutilated, fampered with, 
w1t~ all sort~ of acts of wickedness, and yet 
agam there rs an amendment to · the Local · 

. Government Law. What is all this amend
ment about? It is only just the Action Group 
desire to control alJ th~ District Councils in 
the Western Region. What is democracy? 
We should allow the minority to live and to 
live p~~cefu_lly . If we desire peace and 
tranquthty m Nigeria, in this Western 
Region, it is not by t\;\is method that we can 
achieve it. It, is not by this method that 
people can live in peace in this Western 
Region. 

~ow this present Amendment only sprang 
up m the mind of the Minister because he 
was not able to unseat the Chairman of a 
particular District Council in the Delta Ar~a 
beca~se _he found . i~ absolutely impossible 
constitutiOnally to InJect a traditional mem
ber. I remember, last June I raised a . ' . 
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matte~ here oil Adjournment about the subtle 
· move the Minister of Local Government was 
about to make then to inj ect traditio~al 
members into the Council in the· Urhobo 
Division. I have never seen anywhere 

. where · a son has been asked to replace his 
father, who is J traditional member, an old · 
chief of his own clan still ' liying but in
capacitated by ill health, just in orcier to enable 
the Action Group to form a majority ' in the 
Council and thereby control that Council. 
The Minister of Local Government substi
tuted the son for the fltpE;r. 

r 

I do agree, Ivlr Speake'r, that the huma.ri 
mind is flexible, and is subject to changes 
from time to time, but in the mind of the 
Minister of Local Govemment the changes 
are S]..lch that they have rendered that Ministry 
.. : ...... (An hon. Member: H e cannot find a 
suitable word .... ..... ). Yes, I can find an 
appropriate word, an appropriate word which 
will suit the status of the present Minister of 
Local Government, He has turned that 
Ivlinistry into a nuisance, and a house of 
wickedness. · Mr Speaker, Sir, look at the 
Parli.amentary Secretary to the Premier; he 
was present at the meeting of the Council. 
What did he do in the Council? He muddled 
things up. When tha't Council became rowdy 
-the Local Government Law provides that 
whepever the Counc;il becomes rowdy the 
Chairman has it in his own prerogative to 
adjourn the meeting of the Council: And 
th~t was exactly what the Chairman did . 

Government Benches : Who is that 
Parliamentary Secretary? (Shame, shame!) 

Mr Tabiowo : Mr Speaker, Sir, this is 
the second time tl'?.at this particular Parlia
mentary Secr~tary has blundered into the. 
affairs of Councils in · tl1e Urhobo Division. 
Once he went to tell members of the Council 
to · say that the Regional Government had 
made full provision for Primary Education. 
·without demanding contribution by Councils. 
He went on further to say that the Regional 
Government has provided money for all 
Councils with which to pay the Ss minimum 
wage ("Shame, shame!" from Government 
Benches). He made these statements in the 
presence of an Administri1tive Officer. I h ave 
witnesses. 

Mr Spe.aker : Max I remind the bon. 
Member to speak to the Chair? 

Mr Tabiowo I agree, Sir. Mr Speaker, 
Sir, some of these things are most annoying. 
We must live ~vith peaceful minds in this 
Region. We must allow people to 'live. 
Why . do we preach democracy ? This is 

enough to make people look back to say we 
were .b etter off in the days of Br:itish Adminis
tration. \Vhat we stood against in those 
days we are now practising, now that we · 
have a Gqvernment ·of the people, . by the 
people for the people. . A G overnment like 
that should not have a· man in the person of 
the present Minister of Local G Qvernment in 
its cabinet. 

Oppn,sition Benches : vVe arc sacking 
him ! · . 

Mr Tabiowo We 111re sackin~g him. If 
only I could have a majority of this House I 
would table a Motion to reJ.1!0Ve ·him. 

Opposition Benches :· T he Government 
will support us ! . · ' . 

Mr Tabiowo : I have resp ect for him as 
a Min'ister o'f State, but we m ust be fair in 
our dealings with other p eople . . This is not 
the sort of way to live. There was a Minister 
the other day who, inste<J.d of acfvising the 
members of the Local Government :Service 
Board, went on to appoint· partY''. 'men, 
including party men from only one 'd.istrict, 
irrespective of Urhobo Division. · :. ·{(·;, . . · 

Government Benches : Because you 
were not appointe.d. . .,, . : 

Mr Tabiowo : Not becau se I . was· ·not 
appointed. Such · an Ad lzoc Committee 
should be composed of men from both,sides
men who know all about the peopll , ·: The 
men he ·appointed-I have no fe elings·· against 
anyone, I respect them in thei r own persons-
belong to only one district. ' 

Mr Speaker : Hon. M ember, please 
address the Speaker. ·, ;· ·. 

. Mr Tabiowo : Mr Speaker Sir, ' I have · 
said more th·an once that we n1ust be able to 
live peacefully. This ·sort of amendment . 
which is coming before the · House simply to 
allow the Action Group to control every 
Council in the Region, is a wicked act. • 

Opposition Benche's : You cannot do it 
in Ibadan. · 

Mr Tabiowo I would ask the Minister 
to withdraw this amendment. What are the 
reasons ? · SimrJY to get one. Coun'cil.. After 
all. the Action Group is controlling the greater 
number of CoLl'ncils in the Vvcstern Region. 
Why not leave thL: /1 CNC with the Councils 
that the NCN C is c~) trolling ? · Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I beg strongly tu oppose the Motion. · · 

Chief F-. Oputa-O tutu : 1\'Ir Speaker, Sir; 
you will see that section 32 of the Local 
Government Law, 1957, . says that the Chair
·man of a Council can call a meeting of the . 
Council at any time .either on his own decision 
or upon the resolution of about one-third of 
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the ·members of the C.oun<iL l\!Ir Speaker , 
Sir, h~ving b een Chairman of a D~strict 
Council for three vears- I was the Chairman 

' of a District Coun-cil unt.il. the Action Group, 
the party in p ower-took this Council from 
me ...... . . . (laughter). lVIr Speaker, S ir, in a 
fe\v weeks' time, delegates of the \iVcstcrn 
R egion will b e going to the United Kingdorn 

' to ask for certain .rights and privileges from 
oui:. British mf!ster~· and it is therefore proper 

· for them to show some good examples which 
. would entitle them to such rights and 
privileges . Mr Speaker Sir, the Action 
.Group· party h as introduced certain features 
of Local Government t actics in this Region 
bu t I think it is high ti me these fraudulen t 

-practices were stopped . The Local· Govern
m ent Law; Sir, h.a~ adequate provisions fo r 
calling · the m eeting of(\ a Council. The 
Secretary, when a new c ~ \.f ncil is elected, h~s 
a duty to ,call the first m edlllg of the. Council, 
to preside · over su ch a m eeting and after the 
Chairman has b een elected « becomes the 
duty o(the . C ha irman to call the meeting or 
subsequent mee tings. The only reason why, 
Sir, the.~ Minister has introduced this amend
ment is based on the fact that in some previous 
cases he · has fail ed to get his party to control 
certain: District Councils in ·this R~gion. It 
is· a . well-known fact that a majority of 
Secretaries of Local Government Councils 
are of Action G roup leaning for if they are 
not they must be removed . I am. saying this 
authoritatively. · . • .. 

_Government · Benc hes : How many 
have been so removed ? 

Chief Oputa-Otutu : Efforts are being 
·made to transfer some frc'm that area. It is 
a well-known fact that about 99 per cent of 
Secretaries of L ocal Councils in the W estern 
Region have eith c·r Action Group leanings or 
are their ~ttive ·supporters. If you are not a 
suppo.rter of the Action Group you are thrown 
out of the job . 

Alhaji Adegbenro : On point of explana
tion, Mr Speaker, Sir, . Secretaries and . 
Secretary /Treasurers' appointmen ts are 
determined by th e Local Government Service 
Board. ' 

Opposition Benches : Menace of Local 
Government. ! Sham e, shame ! ! 

Chief Oput,:a-O tutu : Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I am saying that this amendment is unnece~-
sary. · ' 

· Government Be.nche s : In what 
respect ? 

Chief Oputa-Ot~tu : There are adequate 
pro'vision~; in this Local 9 overnment Law to 

.. 

allow the summonmg of a ;:1eeting of any 
. District Council in the Region. Either the · 
Chairman may summon the meeting of the 
Council or one-third of the m embers of the 

. Council ~ay do so. · For goodn~ss sake, Mr 
President '(laughter from Government Benches). 

Mr Speaker: 
(laughter) . 

like that , promotion 

Chief Oputa-Otutu : Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
have nothing more to add ("Sit down, sit 
dowu" from Government Benches) as I have more 
l\1otions and more to say when they come up, 
but would add lastly that this amendment is 
very unnecessary and it is o nly · meant, as 
already mentioned by a Member of this side of 
the House (Opposition), to introduce another 
means of taking away NCNC coupcils from 
the NCNC and briri'ging them under the 
control of the Action Group Party. Mr 
Spe.aker, Sir; I beg to oppo'se. 

Mr A. 0. Adesoltan : Mr Speaker Sir, 
before I oppose this Motion I would like to 
know the number of chiefs on the Govern
ment Benches in this House (Opposition 
Benches : All of them). If all on the· Govern- . 
m ent Bei1ches are chiefs it means that the 
Government benches are turning the Govern
ment into a trading organisation. If you 
read section 2 of the Objects and Reasons it 
says this Bill further seeks to amend the Local 
Government. Law, 1957, No. 12 to provide 
for the grant, subject to the approval of the 
l\!Iinister, of an allowance to ex-Chiefs and 
other ex-holders of traditional titles. Some 
of the Members of the Government Benches 
have no blood relationship with any chief
taincy family in this Region and. when they 
are admitted as members they want to go to 
the Cou);lcils and ask for grants. 

This type of law will not help this Region . 
You are only eating "up the tax-payers' money. 
The Minister of Local Gqvernment is p laying. 
with the intelligence of the people of this 
Region by amending the Local Government 
Law every minute, every hour, every d'ay. 
The Minister of Local Government mak~s a 
practice of amending the Local Government 
Law to suit the Governme'nt Parry wherever 
they have no good footing . They are 
turning the Government into a trading 
organisation. In places where the Action 
Group did not control councils, it is their 
ambition to gain councils by force. In the 
Ibadan District Council, the Minister of 
Local Government said that in wards where 
an Action Group · member won the local 
election, the tax as~essment committee for 
this area should be~.,Action Group, 4 and 
NCNC, 2. -; 
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Alhaji Adegbenro : That is not the 
distribution of seats in..Ibadan (I11terruptions). 

Mr Adesokan : · Vve know vour tricks 
and we shall expose you. . Ivir Speaker Sir, 
the 1\llinister of Local Government- does n ot 
want to listen because h e knows the amount 
of havoc he has playoo i~ the Ibadan District 
Council and we · shall explain in this House, . 
and make him understand, that h e is not 
doing anything which befits somebody of his 
status as an Alhaji, the Minister of L ocal 
Government, and a good man. 

Chief Enahoro : So, he is a bad m an? 

Mr Adesokan : Exactly. 

l\!Ir Speaker Sir, the Minister went further · 
to ·impose two m embers from the Action 
Group on the Tax Assessment Committee, 
and, not only that, Sir, he >yent further to 
impose all Action Group m embers ·as the 
Appellate Tribunal on the Ibadan District 
Council. The merf1bers of the· Appellate 
Tribunal are non-native~ who can~Ot4possibly 
know the worth of the tax-payers ; yet he did 
that because, as the .Minister of Local 
Government, he has the power of life and 
death over the Council. I po not think this 

·type of Government is derr)Oc;ratic an d the 
people of Ibadan are opposed to this Govern

. ment and will continue to oppose it until they 
are given a fair chance of justice. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to ·oppose this 
Motion. 
· Mr J. M. Ariworiyai . Mr Speaker, Sir, 
during the last session, I pointed out to the 
Minister of Local . Government that they · 
should stop henceforth amending this Law 
at each and every s es~ion of this House, 
Mr Speaker,' and that is what I keep on 
repeating 'whenever I get up in this House. 
And evep, if at all he should amend, why 
make amendments without giving us time to 
scrutinise ·them? · 

l\!Ir · Speaker Sir, I have no intention to 
commend the amendment, because w hatever 
we Members on this side of the House say 
counts as nothing, but let not the Party . in 
power exploit the minority as the m eaning of 
the word "democracy" is not government of 
the minority by the m ajority but governm ent 

· of the people by the people for the people. 
Mr Speaker, ·Sir, there is no humiliation 

greater than for a Secretary of a Council _to 
p'reside at a meeting to . overthrow the chair
man of the Counci'l.. Mr Speaker, Sir, I am 
not prepared to compromise with such a 
thing . . 

·when Mr Oputa-Otutu was at Afenmai 
!)tanding 11gainst his opponent, · I was there 
and · .I saw what happened. 

There is no reason· for tl !is amendment· and 
, there is no reason why t/\: M inister of Local 

Government should cor\)nue to amend this 
L aw day in day out un til we do not know 
where we stand . · 

Alhadji Adegbenro : ·Mr Sp eaker , 
Sir, · I can understand the · in.dignation of 
Members from the Opposition about this 
amending Bill. It is significant to know, Mr 
Speaker, S ir, that M embers who have 
vehemently opposed this Bill happen.to come 
from the l\11dwest . A particul.ar l\1ember, 
the bon. Member for Urhobo Central was 
quite out of temper ; he was very indignant 
because he thourrht this amending Bill was 
seeking to remov: the chairman of a particular 

· council. That is not· the position, Sir. 
The position is this, Sir, ·that after the local 
elections last June, it becam~ difficult for some 
councils to perform the functions ass igne1 to 
them under t he L aw becal.1se of. certain 
unscrupulous people wl;10 ·happened to be 
elected as Chairmen. These councils refused 
to comply ~ither with the Standing Or~er,~ 
of the Council or with the provisions . of; tne 
Local Government L aw. " I shall, with. 
your permission , Mr Speaker, Sir~ later'lon,· 
cite two concrete examples of these, so that,' 
Members of both sides of the House may well 
·understand the purpose of in trodtlcing this 
amendment Bill. Before . doing so, · ~Mr 
Speaker, qir, the.re is a point which I _would . 
like to · explain imm~diately. I t IS t,~e 
point made by the hon: Member fo r 'Iba,~an, 
in regard to the appointment of tax assessment 
committees in all councils . He h as made a . 
very . fraudulent statement on the floor _of 
this House that· the M inistry ·of Local 
Government h as decided, or h as r uled , 'that 
where the Action Group won an eleCtion, 
there should b e amon·g members of the tax 
unit, two m embers b.elonging to the Action . 
Group and two members belonging to the ·. 
NCNC. That is not 'the case. The truth . 
of the m~tter, Sir, is that there are . 79. tax· 
units in Ibadan and since the NCNC won 
the majority in the local councils, the NCNC · 
has been given power to appoint 4 in every 
tax unit and only 2. members belonging to 
the Action G roup. Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
state of the Party in 'th at council in Ibadari 
now is NCNC 50, Action G roup 19 ; an.d at 
the time thi s arrangement was 1n adc, it was 
maJe' at a rou n d tabl e conference · which the 
C hairman of the Council and ab out 8 others 
attended. The meeting was attended by 
the then . Acting Premier, the l\!Iin ister of 
Economic Planning and myself, and an 
agreem ent was reached as to t_he co~position 
or the ·tax ussessm eri.t com.mrttee m all the 
units. I asked them to convey to me their 
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g t 
· ·t· d tl .~ . d come · to the rescue of the people who pay a reemen 1n wn mg an 11~ was· one over 

the signature of the Chairman, of the Ibaclan . rates to obtain the services which they should 
District Council, that is why. · I gave my enjoy. Now, this· Dill, . Mr Speaker Sir, 
ruling. simply states that where a motiOJ1 has been 

M r Speaker, Si r, 1 have already indicated 
earlier t ha t certain councils have been put 
into g t=eat difficulty in p erforminr; their 

· functions an.d, as a result, the poor tax-payers . 
have suffered greatly. For example, in 
Urhobo Eastern District Council after the 
electi~n ; the Chair'inan who 'Nas elected lost 
the confi der1cc of the members c1f the council . 
and a motion was tabled in accordance with 
the Standi~1g Order of the Council and also in 
accordance with s ~ctions 30 and 32 of the 
Local Government Law. And not only in 
.Urhobo, but also in Ijebu Eastern District 
Council, the" same situation arose. The 
Ghairman elected lost the confidence of the 
·.Council. For th e enlightenment of Members 
o( the Opposition, may I say 'that the Ijebu 
~astern . District 'Council is Action Group 
'controlled, and a similar situation arose as 

i has arisen in Urhobo Eastern District 
· ·· Council. The· Chairman lost confidence in 

· the Council and the m embets tabled a motion 
. in accordance ·,yith their own Standing 

· Orders and also with the provisions of the 
. Local G overnment L aw. But what hap

. : pened ? Now, t he Standing Orders of the 
· · Gouncil are based upon the standard form . 
; "which was issued from the Ministry of Local 

~:.Qovernment but there are people who will 
:go to any length in their own personal 
,:interest to disturb the smooth working of 
. the local goveri1ment institution in this. 

Region ; they hide under section 41 (2) of 
the L a\v ; that is ,, where the Chairman feels 
it is tim e to adjourn a meeting he can adjourn 
any m eeting at any stage of the proceedings, 
and that will be the end of the matter. What 
happened. vvas thO the motion would never be 
tabled. The C \f innan in each case, wl;J.o 
had attended the meetings of the Council 
more than three times refused to . allow the 

'motion to be tabled. () 

In one particular respect, the Council had 
not b een able to levy the rates for the ensuing 
year or prepare any estimates for 1959. 
Rate collection in this Region will commence 
in September, 'that is, this month ; 
but in Urhobo E astern · District Council, 
there has not been any function whatsoever 
performed by the Council. . Rates have not 
been levied ·and Estimates have not been 
prepared. M y Ministry· is greatly disturbed 
by this disgraceful performance of people 
who claim to champion the cause of the 
common men there . . you will understand, 

properly t abled that is, according to Standing 
Orders, where the motion has beli!n in writing 
and the appropri a_te numl;>er .of members of 
the council support it, in some cases one
third and some cases ten, and so on before · 
the House, the Secretary of the Council 
who, according to the provisions of the Lvcal 
Government Law presided at. the first 
meeting of the Council to elect a chairman, 
should also· preside at the election of a 
chairman when a motion to remove him is' 
being debated. That is, a Chairman will no 
longer presixl.e at that stage and will allow 
the Secreta·r)&, who is ·empowered uncle~ the 
Law, to presi<.!e over the election ofa Chair
man . so that members would be able to 
debate the motion (and the election . of 
'chairman is also by secret ballot by members 
of the,Council), and will have the opportunity 
of decidtng whether t~e motion is supported 
or defeated. . 

It should , be left to the members of the 
Council to Clecide which way they want to 
g~ and it will be unfair t.o the tax-payers to 
have to keep someone in the chair if.ldefinitely 
when no function is perfor:med under that 
particular chairman. That is · the purpose 
in introducing this Bill. It does follow 
that unless a motion is tabled by members of 
the Council, in the appropriate mam~er, 
there is no power vested in my Ministry to 
remove any Chairman. I do not have the 
power at all. We have no power to remove 
any chairman from Council. It is left 
to the members <;>f tae council who are duly 
elected . to determine whether a parti'cular 
chairrnan continues to enjoy their confidence 
or not and when they decide that he does not, 
the case should be left to their discretion to 
decide whether to r.ut a man of their choice 
in the chair so that the people may have 
returns for the tax they pay into the council. 

I shall now go to the second aspect of the 
Bill which makes provision for ex gratia 
allowances to ex-holders of traditional offices 
or ex-chiefs. Well, it is . difficult .Sir, for 
people who are not chiefs or peop,le who 
have not · traditional connection with chief~ 
taincies to understand any little thing said 
about chieftaincies in this House . · 

Several Opposition Members : Most 
of you are chiefs ! . ' 

Alhadji Adegbenro : Fortunately, I am 
not a chief and I want to say Sir, that in this 
Region, ever before a party system came 
into being, chiefs have been deposed, 
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chiefs ·had been deported, and allow
ances have · been paid to them. Now, in 
this ca1>e, section 101 of the Local Govern
ment Law stipulates .that a council can only 
maintain certain traditional offices which are 
being maintained on its appointed day. 
This appointed day is the date upon which 
the coUncil comes .into office and those offices 
which are not offices as such cannot be 
m aintained by the Council and, · as Minister 
of Local Government, I cannot authorise any 
council to make such ex gratia payment to · 
ex-holders of traditional offices. This Bill, 
Mr Speaker, Sir only allows a council to take 
a decision where they think that a chief has 

' been deposed :~.nd that out of sympathy the 
council feels certain ex gratia payment should 
be given to maintain him like the sort of ex 
gratia allowance paid to civil servants. The 
councils should be given the opportunity of 
doing so in their own resolution. Thus, mem
bers wili remember that some time ago in this 
House, members of the opposition urged that 
ex gratia payment to be given to the ex-Onogie 
of Ubiaja should pe increased from 5 per cent 
to 20 per cent. That is the type of thing we 

· would like the council them.selves to decide. 
The third aspect ,of this Bill is that which 

says that the right!>, interests, obligations and 
liabilities ·of the local authorities, when 
dissolved, should· be t ;ansfered to local 
government councils. 

l'v!embers of the· Opposition : Don't 
worry about that. • 

Alhaji Adegbenro : Well, I am happy 
that Members say "Don't worry about that" 
but the point I want to make is this: 
people have .got up and said the Minister of 
Local Government continues to amend the 
Law. from time to time, or at ev~ry breakfast. 
But now I am· delighted that Members of the 
Opposition · have said that they would not 
quarrel with all the aspects of this amending 
Bill. If the Minister of Local Government 
had not been vigilant enou_gh to detect that 
the provisions of the 1952· .Law should be 
incorporated in the 1957 Law, I wonder how 
this amendment W'ould have come before this 
House today and I wonder how councils will 
be able as of right, t'o inherit certain assets, 
interests and so on . from dissolved ·local 
authorities. That is one reason · why by 
experience and by the _progress made by 
local government . council! 9-11d by day to da.y 

· supervision in the field, we rpust come to th1s . 
House to introduce amendments to the local 
government institution which · is the bedrock 
of a stable government. Any -government in· 
any part of the world must oe based upon the 

stability of the local .government institution 
under it. If the local government institution 
is weak, no doubt, _the government of that 
country will be weak. For this reason, we 
must be vigilant on ·the operation of the Law 
to see that those things that are not up 
to date -come to this · House fo r full debate 
so that they may be incorporated in the Law, 
and that not only Members of this House, 
but the ratepayers also and the electorate 
will be able to see that thev. have maxii:num 
return for the rates. and tax~s which they pay 
to local authorities . . 

Mr Speaker, · Sir, I beg to move that the 
Bill be read a Second time. 

Question proposed. 

Question put and agr.eed to. 
Bill accordingly read the S econd . time and 

01·dered for Committee now. 

In the Committee .. · 

Chief Oputa-Otutu Mr Chairman, I 
have a very simple amendment ; that such · a 
Motion to remove a chairman should be 
signed by at least two-thirds of the members of 
the council, or I 0 don't mind accepting an 
amendment by the M inister changing it . to 
50 per cent of the m erf.i)ers of the counciL · 

Alhaji AdegbenroY Mr Speaker Sir, I 
cannot accept the amendmen t proposed 
because it wm be in confl ict with section 30 of 
the Law .. The chairrp.an when constitutjon
ally elected, is elected by a m aj ority of: the . 
members of the council and equally . also it 
will confliCt with sections 30 and )2: (2) 
which stipulate that if the chairman refuses 
to summon a meeting such a. ~e~_ting ;.c,ould 
be summoned by only one-th1rd _of the 
members of the council. If 'that is so it will 
be outrageous on the operations of the local 
government -to stipulate that only two-thirds 
majority will be reasonable to remove a · 
chairman. 

Mr Speaker : The question is '. that 
clause 2 be amended to the effect that at least 
50 p,er cent of the m embers of the Council 

. should vote in support of the removal of the 
Chairman of the CounciL . • . 

Question proposed. 
Question· put and negatived. 
Clauses 1, 2, 3 and 4 agPeed to. 
Question proposed. 
Question_P,ut and agreed to. . 

Mr Speaker resuru'ed th~ Cha}r. 

Bill reported without amendment, read the 
Third time and passed. 

r:-\ r, 
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. . 

PUBLIC HEALTH (AMENDMENT) 
BILL, 1958: SECOND READING 

Order for Second Reading read. 
The. Minister of :Uealth ·and Social 

Welfare (Mr J. (). Adigun) : Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I rise to move the Second Reading of the 
Publ.ic Health (Amendment). Law, 1958. 

As the Law stands at present, no local 
Government Council has powers under any 
enactment now 'in force to make Bye-laws 
for the control and regulation of Burial 
·Grounds·: . I have received numerous ·requests 
from various Local Government Councils 
asking that these powers be granted, and it is 
with th~ .object of granting these powers to 
Councils. that T()present this Bill to amend 
the Public Hea l ~t Law. , 
· As is stated 1n t}:le Objects and Reasons 
paragraph, the purpose of the Public Health 

' (Amendment) Bill 1?> to give Local Govern
. 1m'ents Councils power to make Bye-laws 

prohibiting or regulating burials in places 
:'other than those already declared Public 
Burial Grounds. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. 
· · Chie f Oputa-Otutu · : Mr Speaker, 

· .. Sir, we are not opposing this Bill. But I 
, .. should like to make a few remarks. · The 

Action Group Party has by design man
aged to control a m.ajority of the Councils 

· in this Region, and that party, Mr Speaker, 
:Sir, is still struggling to control all the 
. Councils in this· Region. I should not, 
therefo re, be surprised if these Councils are 

· going to use this Law for victimising NCNC 
supporters in the var~ous. Council areas . · 

Gov ernment Benches : Action Group 
. controlled councils will use Burial Grounds 
to victimise NCNC supporters ? 

Chief Oputa-Otutu : The Council .will 
move a motion that one NCNC supporter's 
compound, or . t~e back of his compound 

·should be used as burial ground. · 

~ Mr Speaker : Will that not be a double
edge'd sword ? 

Ch ief .Oputa-Otutu : It may be a doub.le
t:dged sword. I hav~ said this merely 
because I know the Action Group Party is 
very fond of victimising its op12onents. 

Mr Amadasun: Mr Sp~aker, Sir, what 
I w ant to say about this amendment is 
that• there should be a limit to the Bye-laws 
to be prepared by various Councils ; because 

. in my town it is always the prerogative of 
His Highness Akenzua II or any Benin Oba 
to say thtt: Mr B who is dead should be 
buried in his compound. . If a limit is not 
incoryorated in this Law, .,orne members of 

the Council may 'take the Bye-laws to the 
extreme. So I want the Government of 
this Region to be very careful about this 
proposal. · 

Mr Adigun : Mr Speaker; Sir, I think 
the poihts made by han. Members opposite. 

. are we ll taken. In the case of victimisation, 
as suggested by my han. Friend from Aboh 
Division, I am happy he has agreed that 'it is 
a double-edged sword. There are Councils 
controlled by the NCNC, and there are 
Councils controlled by the Action Group. 
I only want to assum him that in the Councils 
controlled by the Action Group, there will 
not be victimisation at all, and I hope that he 
will speak t~ members of the NCNC to see · 
that they do not victimise those people who 
are. not supporters of the ideas of the NCNC 
in their Councils ahas . 

Question proposed. 
Question put and agreed to . 
Bill accordingly read the Second time and 

ordered for Committee now . 
In the Committee. 
Clauses 1 and 2 agreed to. 
Mr Speaker resumed the Chair.. 
Bill reported without amendment, read the, 

Third Time. and passed. 
. ' . 

BIRTHS, DEATHS AND BURIALS 
ORDINANCE AMENDMENT BILL: 

SECOND . READING 

Order for Second Reading read . 

Mr Adigun : Mr Speak~r, Sir, I 
rise to move the Secorid Reading of a Bill to 
amend the Births, Deaths and Burials 
Ordinance. 

This ·amendment is designed to permit 
burials to take place in private burial grounds, 
subject to any Bye-laws made by the Local 
Government Council in the area in exerci.3e 
of the powers granted by the .Public Health · 
(Amendment) Bill. 

This Bill includes a clause which prohibits 
the payment of' customary fees or tribute as a 
condition precedent to the grant of permis
sion to bury a corpse in a public burial 
ground. 

· In order to g1ve Local. Govemmerit 
Councils power to make Bye-laws for the 
control ~nd regulation of burial grounrl s, 6' 

this Births, Deaths and Burials (Amendment) • 
Bill is presented to the House. 

Mr Sp1(laker, Sir, I beg to move . . ~ . 
Question jJroposed. · · 

. Mr A. K. Onwude : Mr Speaker, Sir, 
there should be no quarrel with this Bill 
but if you look through the objects and 
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. [MR ONWUDE] 
reasons of .the Bill, you will see that there is 
wrong phraseology. At this time . when 
most of the Divisional Advisers are being 

. withdrawn fmm the Local Councils I do not 
consider it reasonable for Government to 

-shift responsibilities such as these on the 
Chairman of· a Council. I think we should 
amend that "Chairman of the Council" . 

is to give power to Councils to be able to 
perform certain duties which. are now being 
performed by Divisional Advisers who will 
eventually cease to have such powers. 

Mr Speak~r, Sir, · I have no further 
comments to· make other than to commend 
the Bill to the House for approYal. 

Question again propo_sed. 
Question put and agreed to . 
Bill accordingly . read. ' the Second time and 

Mr · Oviasu : Mr Speaker, ·I consider · ordered f or Committee now. 
this amendmer/. as progressive.. This is · 
the time when permission sho14ld be taken In the Committee . . 
from constituted bodies such as the Local Clausfs 1 to 3 agreed to. 
Government Councils, and no more from the Mr Speaker resumed the Chair. 
Divisional Advisers who are ·being with- Bill reported without o.?.mendment, 
drawn gradually. I say this, not because Third time and passed . . 
I am Chairman of a ~9c9l Council, but I 

read the 

· .. feel that now is the time wpen Local Govern
ment Councils should be able to assume such 
responsibilities as were hitherto performed by 
Divisional Advisers. 

Mr Adigun : Mr Speaker, Sir, I am 
happy that my bon. Friend has re-educated 
his Colleague from Afenmai Division. The 
hon. Member from Afenmai has misinter
preted the objective which this Bill seeks 
to achieve . · vVhat• this Bill seeks to do 

ADJO'!JRN!\;1ENT 
Chief Enahoro : I beg to fnove that the 

House do now adjourn. 

Alhadji Adegbenro I beg to ·.second. 
Question again p1oposed. ·· : , · · 

:' ;<, 
Question put and agreed to. · ·.: .. 
Adjourned acc01·dingly a't 12.05 p.m. :un til 

10 a.m. tomorrow, W ednesday, 3rd September, 
1958. . 
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WESTERN HOUSE OF 
. ASSEMBLY 

WEDNESDAY, 3RD· SEPTEMBER, 1958 

The H ouse met at 10.00 a.m. 

PRAYERS· 

(M t Speaker in the ·chair) 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

Oyo Urban Town Council 

4 /5 8. Mr p;· A. · Afolabi asked the 
Minis ter of L ocal Government to explain 

·why he had turned down more than tvvo 
applications ;vithin the last three years 
requesting the setting up of Oyo Urban 

, Town CounciL 

· The M inister of Loc al Government 
(~lhadji 'D. S. Adegbenro) : A petitio-n, 
to which the hon. Member for Oyo East was 
a signatory, was. re ::eived in my Ministry in 

'June .1955. The p et_ition ,mentioned the 
.. ·. · need for "a Local or Town Council for Oyo, 

:· ~:· ... :· but was, in other respects, vague. · 
.,. · Tne. petitioners were informed in reply 

that it ·was considered that, since the Oyo 
Southern District Council, embracing Oyo 
Town, ha~ only recently been estab
lished it was too early to consider proposals 
for amending its constitutio!l. 

No · further representations upon this 
subject have been received in m y Ministry. 

Alle~ed wrongful arrest of' 
thirteen people at Omuo 

33 / 58 . Mr . R. A. Olusa asked the 
Minister of Justice to say whether it was true 
that 'the Magistrate si t ting at Owo on or 
about the 12th of March ordered the arrest of 
thirteen persons from Omuo in Akoko 
District o n false grounds because they failed 
to appear in court in a case in which they were 

. involved, to say whether these thirteen 
persons were actually summoned to answer 
the charges and state who served the summons 
and when they were served . 

)'he Minister of Education for Minister 
of Justice (Mr A. Okvsaga) : The hon. 
Member's question -is in substance concerned 
with the exerQcise by a Court of its judicial 
functions in particular case. This is a 

. matter for w h ·:b . by virtue of the Consti
. tution, . the l'v1 ini-ster of Justice has no 
responsibility. T(j.e p roper · remedy of 
any person aggrieved by the Magistrate's 
decisions is in the Courts and not in this 
House . 

The Magistrate's Court Session at Owo 
· March 1958 .. 

34/58. Mr Olusa . asked the Mi,nister 
of Justice to say · whether the :rv1agistrate's 
itinerary covering the sitting of the Magistrate 
Court Session commencing on or about the 
lOth March, 1958, at Owo was sent to ·the 
Nigeria or Local Government Police for the 
information of th~ people and to say through 

· what medium it was sent . 

Mr Okusaga : The Magistrate's ttm
erary covering the sitting of the Magistrate's 
Court Sessio11 commencing on · the lOth 
March, 1958, at Owo was sent amongst others 
to the Divisional Adviser, Owo, the Officer 
in Charge, Nigeria Police, Gwo, and the 
Officer in Charge, Nigeria Police, Ikare. 
Copies of the itinerary are always sent by 
post. There was nothing during the partic
ular session under reference to suggest that 
the public was not informed. I have sup'plied 
the Member with a full list of the persons to 
whom copies of itineraries are sent. 

Alleged irregularity in the trial of 
thirt~en people in Akoko· District 

35/5'8;. Mr Olusa asked the Minister 
of Justice •to whether it was true that a lawyer 
was appea"mng instead of the Police in. a case 
involving tbfiteen persons in Omuo in Akokq 
District and to say whether he was aware of 
the fact that this particular lawyer had a 
personal interest in the case he was expected . 
to prosecute. 

Mr · Okusaga : ' The hon. Member's 
question is concerned with the conduct of a 
particular: crimirral prosecution. This is a 

·m atter for which, by virtue of the Constitu
. tion, the Minister of Justice has no respon-
sibility since exclusive powers · a:re vested in 
the Director of Public Prosecutions. I am 
informed however, that tne _prosecution 
referred to by the hon. Member is now 
concluded, all the accused persons having 
been acquitted or discharged . 

Exclusion of Opposition Members from 
the Committees of the lpokia 

Dist~ict Council 

38/58. Mr · Y. B. Abioro · asked the 
Minister of Local Government whether he 
had receiv~d a petition .from the Opposition 
Members of Ipokia District Council praying 
him to intervene· in the decision of the 
~ajority Party oi the Council not to include 
Opposition Members on the Finance and 
General Purposes Committees and whether 
the Minister intended to exercise his powers 
in accordance with section 48 of the · Local 
Government Law, 1957. 
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Alhadji Adegbenro : A petition has 
recently b~en submitted to the Ministry 
through the Local Government Adviser at 
Ilaro. The Ipokia District Council has now 
.been directed to appoint members to the 
Standing Committees in proportion to the 
representation of the political partie.s in the 
Council. 

Construction of Ogotu~-Ipetu Road 

41/58. Mr G. B. Adeyerni asked the 
t . 

Minister of Works and Transport what aid 
the Government would give to the people of 
Ogotun in Ekiti Diyision to complete the 
construction of Ogotun-Ipetu Road which 
was done by commun n) labour and asked 
further whether the Minigter was aware that 
on its completion it . woula be the shortest 
route connecting Ekiti South and Ado 
District with Lagos. 

Parliamentary Secretary to the Mini
ster of Works and Transport {Mr J. A. 0. 
Ogunrnuyiwa): .vir Speaker, Sir, no fun ds 
have been allocated for road construction in 
the present Development Plan. However, 
this particulat road ill be considered with 
others .when the next Development Plan IS 

drawn up. · 

c 

Customary Courts L;t~. ~957 
43/58. · Mr Adeyerni asked the Minister 

of Justice what conditions were to . be 
fulfilled before the Customary Courts' Law, 
1957, became .operative in Ekiti Division. 

Mr Okusaga : The Customary Courts · 
Law is expected to b_e applied to the Ekiti 
Division on 1st October, 1958, and a Legal 
Notice will be publishe.d in the Supplement 

. to the . Western Region of Nigeria . Gazette 
shortly announcing the. appointt!d _day. A 
notice will also be published giving particulars 
of the c:;ustomary Courts being established. 
No conditions as such are required .to be 
fulfilled, but certain prep.flratory work (inclu
ding preparation of Warrants, alJpointment of 
members of courts, etc.) is required ; there is . 
no reason -to suppo~e tha~ this prepar~tory 
work will not be completed by the appomted 
day. 

Sch«;>larship Award to Ekiti Division . 

44/58. Mr Adeyerni asked the Mi~ister 
of EducatiQn to s tate the number, 
names and towns or villages of dmi:lidates 
from Ekiti Division who had been .awarded 
\iVestern Regional Government .Scholarships 
between 1st April, 1955 and 31st Maich,'1958, 
and to indicate the courses for which; and 
institutions where, . such schclarships were 
tenable. 

,· 
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Mr- Okusaga : The Information required by the H on. M em ber is furnished in the Table below ·: 

.. 

Year 

1955 .. . 

1956 ... 

'"-.... 
~ 

1957 . 

POST-'SECONDARY SCHOLARSHIP AW ARDS TO EKITI DIVIS i ON DURING THE PERIQD . 
l sr APRIL, 1955 TO 31sT MARCH, 1958 

Total Number 
of awards 

5 . 

. 

10 

4 

Name P(ace of Birth 

S . A. Adefemi ·1 Emure, Ekiti 
Z. 0 . Ilori Ode, Ekiti 
E . Adeshina Emure, Ekiti 
R. F . Esan Afao , Ado-Ekiti 
G. Akingbade · Oke Mesi, Ekiti 

tyi 
!I;Jekun 

E . A . Babalola 
J. A. Adedeji 
E . O . Aina 
R. A. Arej e 

S. B. Aje 

)1 

C. 0. Makanjuola .. 
I M. 0 . Eperokun 

M.A. Abiara 

G. F. Arije 
J. 0 . 0. Bamgboye 

Ado-Ekiti 
Oke-Mesi, Ekiti 
Oke-Ayiedun 
Oke-Ara 

I Oro, Ekiti 

. . Efon, -Alaye 

Ijero, Ekiti 
Ado-Ekiti 

I Egosi, Ekit! 
Ikerre Ekiti 

. 

I 

I 

Course 
~~-

Institution where award tenable · -

() 

Science and Mathematics 
Science and Mathematics 
D entistry 
Forestry 
Survey 

Es.tate M anagement 
Physical Education 
Occupational Therapy 
Librarianship 

Librarianship 

.Hospital Administration 

Bachelor of Arts . 
Solicitorship 

Veterinary . 
Science and Mathematics 

Universiry College, Ibadan. 
University College, Ibadan. 
N.C.A.S.T. ; and United Kingdo~ . · 
Dundes Technical College, Edinburgh. 
N .C.A.S.T., Enugu. 

Kingdom. 
N .C.A.S.T., Enugu. 

I 

r 
Loughborough College, Leicester. . 

1 School of Occupational Therapy, London. 
SchooL of Librarianship, Loughboruogh 

C ollege, United Kingdom . . 
School of Librariansh.ip, Loughborough 

College, United Kingdoin. .. 

I
. Institute of Hospital Administrators, United 

Kingdom . 

-~ University College, Ibadan. · 
To be attach ed to a Firm of ·solicitors in the 

United Kingdom. 

I 
United Kingdom. 
University College, Ibadan. 
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· Oshu~ Bridge 

45/58. Mr D. A. Oyewale asked the 
Minister of Works and Transport . to say 
whether in view of the fact that there was • 
financial provision for the reconstru<:<tion of 
old bridges. but because there was a general 
shortage of engineers to cope with the present 
volume of work in hand he would consider the 

·possibility of giving some of those construction 

War Rehabilitation. . Dr Kingsley arrives in 
the middle of August and should be .with us 
in the latter part of September, and his 'advice 
on meansures to accelerate the in-service 
t raining of young N igerian officers, who 
must now increasingly assume responsibility 
in the senior posts, will be eagerly awaited. 

ORDER OF THE DAY · 

SUPPLEMEN1~RY APP:B,OPRIATION 
(1958-59) BILL: S'ECOND READING . 

works, particularly of the Oshun Bridge at 
Ede, to competent contractors. 

Mr Ogunmuyi~a: A firm of Engineer
ing Consultants i's engaged on site investiga
tions, the preparation of Ciesigns and contract 
documents in connection with a bridge 

. strengthening and reconstruction scheme, 
covering a large are a of Trunk "B" roads. · 

2. The Consultants expect to have the 
contract documents ready by the end of 
December 1958. Tenders for a contract which 
w11l cover the Oshun bridge at Ede will then 
be invited. · 

Ministerial Statement 

The . Mi~ister of Economic Planning 
(Chief C. D. Akran) : Members .will re
collect that iri moving the Second Reading 
of the Appropriation Bill, on 13th ·March, 
the Minister of Finance 'spoke on certain 
matters · connected with the Civil Service . 
One of them vld.s a survey · of the man

·power position in the service. t The Min
ister mentioned that it had been decided 
to set up a survey team and that he hoped to 
be in a position to report developments in the 
next meeting of the House. I am pleased to 
be able to report ~hat the ~mbers of the team 

. in spite of severe difficult,ies owing to the 
heavy pressure of their other duties, have· 
made considerable progress ·and have pre
sented an Interim Report which is now being 
studied. • . 

The survey team have naturally touched 
on matters of training in the Public Service 
and it is therefore particularly opportune 
that I am able to mention another welcome 
development . in ptJblic service matters. 
Through · the good offices of th~ Ford 
Foundation of America, Government has 
been fortunate to secure the advisory 
services of an expert in the field of persor.nel 
organisation and of ·staff training and man
power--Or Donald Kingsley of New York. 
Dr· Kingsley is the author of n book on the 
Civil Service, was Exes;utive Director of the 
War Manpower Commission of America in 
the Second World War, and was later an 
Associate Director of the Office of War 
Demobilisation and Reconstruction, subse
quently becoming Director-General of Post-

Order fo r Sec<{p Reading 1-ead . 

Chief F . . Oputa-Otutu ·: • M r Speaker, 
Sir before· I make m y comments on this 
Bili I would like to draw the attention of this ' . . 
House to what I consider the contemptuous · 
treatment being meted to this honourable 
House. 

Mr Speaker, S ir, the Government of 
Western Nigeria has always •prided itself on 
having adopted the United Kingdom standard 
of Parliamentary P ractice, of follo.wing 
Westminster Parliamentary Procedure.6 · And 
so it lJ.appens : that, whenever .this H<?use is 
sitting, it is expected to debate-occasH~nally 
-the Supplementary Appropriation .. _Bill: .I 
would like to say, Sir, that in the ,IJ,nited 
Kingdom the House . . of Commons · sits 
continuously for a definite period. Usually, 

. 'that House opens 'in November a~d adjourns 
sine die about the end of August, and -goes on 
a summer recess. A.r1d when that House is 
sitting, Sir, Members are given the SuJ?ple
mentary Appropriation Estimates, and these 
Estimates are not debat'ed until sufficient 
time has been allowed for a study of the Bill 
to be made. Now, Sir, when.we came here; , · 
what the Minister of. Economic Planning· did 
was to spring a surprise on us b'y preSenting 
to us the Estimates atid asking us to read and 
digest them tQO hastily to be able to .make ·~ 
intelligent contributi<?n to the debates within 
twenty-four hours. · · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Opposition is th .; 
watchdog of the people of the ·Western 
Region, and we are expected to kno~ ho:v 
our money is being spent. Taxatwn 1s 
compulsory in this country, and if ~ou l?ay 
tax you must know h c.w your money 1s bemg 
spent. I would l' ke the Gove~~::nt 
of this Region · to · adopt the Umted 
Kingdom procedure in a real sense and 
not deceive us by mere pretences. In 
future, Sir, we expect sufficient• time' to be · 
given us to. study and understand these 
Estimates so as to be able to m alce an effective 

. contribution to the debates. 

•· And now, Sir, tq the Estimates. I would 
like first of all to say that although I am not . 
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at a11 satisfied, that does not mean that I am 
opposing the Estimates. We are not oppos
ing these Estimates but, at the same time, 
we are· not supporting the method by which 
they are being brough~ before us and by which 
.items are being inserted in them. 

· During the last sitting of the House, this 
House was t9ld, during the debates on the 
1958-59 Estimates, thf!t a sum of £2,718,488 · 
had been earmarked for Buil·dings, that a 
sum of £ 1,173,565 had also been earmarked 
for Roads · and ~ridges, and that a sum of 
£2,704;000 had been earmarked for loans. 
Now, Sir, this time we are being· called upon 
to ,approve a further sum of money
£207,000-:for B.uildings, . and £1,506,694 

. for loanS'. In other words, the Government 
·of Western Nigeril;l wants to spend £4,210,694 

· on ~ loans and loans · alone. Recently we 
were' told that a S\}m of £14,000 had been 
given ·out on loan tp Chief Odutola · of the 
Western Region for rubber processing. It 
was'· broad·cast by the Nigerian Broadcasting 

.'Corporation . . I think it was also reported in 
'a .Government newspaper. Sir, I feel that 
~this·• question .of loans must be looked into. 
r . . -
· .· A fe..,'v years ago the Government of 
Wes'tern Nigeria invested a sum of £1 
m'illion in the · National Bani{ of Nigeria. 
Till ' today, Sir, no Director has been 
appointed to ·watch the spending of this ·sum 
oL money. Iri othe'r words, the people of 
this: Region do not know whether this money 
ist still. intact or whether it has disappeared. 
,The whereibouts V our £1 million is still 
unkown . to us. B . for the fact that the 
.Fis~al Commission ·, n1s brought the facts to ' 
~our notice, we would never have known that 
we have a sum of £1 miBion lying somewhere. 

: ·· The Minister of Home · Affairs and 
Midwest Affairs (Chief A. Enahoro) : I 
am afraid the hon. Member must be either · 
very ignorant or very forgetful. A statemept 
.was read and debated on the floor of this 
House . . 

Chief Oputa-Otutu : Mr Speaker, Sir 
where is our £1 million ? We want this 
money to be taken out because we under
stand tha t it is being loaned to the Action 
·Group Party to enable · them to campaign 
against the NCNC and to bribe the Northern 
electorate. (Interruptions). We want our one 

• million p ounds. When the Eastern Nigerian 
:Government lo.aned out only £90,000 to the 
Eastern R egional Development Corporation, 
they appointed three directors. 'Our Govern
ment . has invested one million pounds and 

.. 

nobody knows its whereabouts. . I am afraid, 
Sir, we must know where this money is. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, if you again observe, a 
sum of £430,000 has been set aside for local· 
councils. We are not surprised, Sir, why 
the Action Group party has been fighting . 
fanatically, tooth and nail, to gain control of 
all the councils in the Western Region. 
They want to ·make sure. that this 'sum of 
£430,000 is c.ontrolled by their own councils. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, we have already said in this 
House that wJ1 need money for importar.t 
developments.· "l;.ou wilf ·be surprised to 
know, Sir, that the tarring of the · road 
between Agbor and Sapele has been stopped. 
Th,e tarring of this road only commences when 
an election is imminent. As soon as the elec
tion is ovh,. the tarring of the rozd is storped. 
That is what the Go' )'! rnment does. In 
October next year they will start another 
tarring, do a few miles and stop. The tarring 
of this road was stopped a month ago on the 
pretext that it is raining. Technicians and 
engineers are no longer there. It · is time 
the Government stopped fooliflg the . people 
of the Midwest. in particular·, and the people 
of the Regi'on, in general. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, again you notice that a 
sum of over a million pounds 'is being voted. 
for loans. A large proportion of this will go 
to the Production Board and that is the end of · · 
that money. A percentage of it will be used 
on buildings and the Action Group Party 
will collect the usua.I tr~ditional 10 per ce!lt 
which they 11se in fighting the other political 
parties in' this co·untry. I should like to say 
that we are not at all happy about the manner 
our money is being spent. You ask the 
people to pay tax and ,.you use the money to 
foster personal ~nds. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I do not intend to comment 
on the Electoral Commission because I have a 
Motion which I hope to bring forward in 
this House to show facts about this Depart

·ment, and for the meantime I leave· that 
Department . alone . 

But Sir, I should like to speak about the Lo
cal Government Service Board. Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I do not know the method of appointing 
members to 'that Boq.rd. I understand 
members of the boaTd are· appointed on t{le 
recommendation of the particular Minister 
in charge of the Ministry, this time the 
.Ministry of Local Government. Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I have been informed that one or nv:o 
members of this Board ~re Action Group 
fanatics and this has made the people of the 
Western Region lose confidence in the present 
Board. 

Governrr1ent Benches : Name them. ~ 
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For example, if you had pursued your politics 
- _ Chief Oputa-Qtutu : You know them in a clean way you could never have got Aboh 
very weil. Division. In 1954<lhe Action Group_conirol-

Mr Speaker, I understand that pressure is led Ukwani District Council 2n:l when .the 
brought on this Bcrud by the Minister of. first Federal · election t'.'· as held the Ac.tion. 
Local Government to dance to the tune of Group candidate lost \_,s deposit and whe·n I 
the Action · G;roup _ counci!s. If an NCNC contested this same ~l'ection in 1956 my 
council has a stubborn Secretary it is im- opponent lost his deposit. · I know fully 
possible to remove such a Secretary. The well that the only reason why the Action 
Secretary will instead . be promoted. If on Group party is determined to control all the 
the other hand, ah Action Group council local councils in the Western Region · is 
makes any report to that Board, it takes because they want these councils to co-ntrol 
action immediately by either transfering the these loans which are now being given to .. the 
Secretary or removing him from the Service. councils. These councils can then : divert 
Mr Speaker, this does not do any credit to that these loans to . buildings and the Action 
Board. The · Minister of Locai Government Group collect their 10 per ccn't ·on them, -and · 
has been putting pressure on this Board to use this money to molest their opponents 
carry out his vyishes. from now on till the elections . In 1954·you 

- loaned all our. money to Action · Group 
Mr Speaker, before I take my seat; I should farmers through the back door because Jyou · 

like to draw the attention of this House to an felt that that was a way of gaining support, yet 
announcement ·made by the Premier 'of the - you failed at the elections and we trust that 
Region. I understand that in two days' time in spite of these things · you are again g"Oing 
the Premier will be ·going to the North for to fail. · ;;--!::r;·; ,_ 
political party purposes. Why I have decided · · · · 
to make this com.nent is beczuse there is .. Mr Speaker, Sir, before I t ake my··seat 
nee~ for cordial relations betwee"n the various therefore, I would like to emphasise. again, 
Regwns of the country. I understand that over and over again; we want our one rrull!oh 
during the last tour wl}ich he made, in I galla pounds. · . ': · · .. ... 
he made many provocative speeches which Mr A. R. Onwude : · The tax:..pay~f_s· . '6f 
earned him a repatriation, so to say. I do the Western Region are a)!ain called. upon to 
'hope that this time he is ln ot going to cause vote an additional sum of money; almost ,tw'O 
more trouble. · \ . and a half million pounds. T his, ·tog-ether .. 
· Mr Speaker, in conclusion, I shall try to . · with the £25 million voted earlier in the_·year 
summarise all I have said. First of all Sir for the services and capital exp·enditure!':bring 
the pe9 p le of the Western R,egion would lik~ · the total vote to well over twenty-seven aiicl ·a 
to know what has happened to their one half mil]ion pounds to date. .The ~'ye.ar.·.is 
million· pounds which has been invested in only six months gont?,. and I should nqt ·oe' 
the National Bank of Nigeria ·and the surprised if by December we are again calle<i 
C_ameroons for the past five years without. a upon to approve a further two and 'a; half 
d1rector. We would like to know what has million pounds in order to round . u fj-' the 
happened tO this money because \-Ve under- VOt.e figure tO £30 million in the .. current 
stand this money is be'ing used by the Action financial year. .' · • ' -.: 
Group t'O bribe the people of this country for It is· good to have had the opportun'it)/ _to 
the forthcoming Federal Elections. We scrutinise the supplementary estimates ·' in 
understand that several lorries cars and their present form. It seems · that 'the · 
bicycles have been !lent to the 'North a·nd Government has ·something to hidE.~ by 
that it 1s from this money that the Action intentionally omitting to give details'_and 
Group obtains its funds. They spend the explanations on ·Head 324--Eleci:ciral . · 
money on buildings and give out loans to Commissioner' s Office-for which a fuith~r 
party suppor~ers so that they can collect the sum of £12,613 is required. 
_10 per . ~~nt _ bonus on them. There i-s no It is fantastic to believe that a state caffor 
.n:R~~y - _ tp tar our roads. :: l~eceritly many the Governor would cost £9,300. Also"if.is 
dlVIswns were ·amalgamated into one under vague to explain that a furthe r £1,076;000 
the pretext that it was for economic reasons under Loans is a revote without as much as 

. bu~ we know fully well what is happening: telling us why that revote was n ecessary. 'I 
-It lS because the Action Group wants money should not have quarrelled with the Govern
to be diverted to loans so that when they give ment if this huge sum of revote pnder Loans 

'out these loans they. can collect their own was meant to provide subsidies fo r foodstuffs 
l 0 per cent arict use the _money in fighting . for the benefit of poor peasants and house
their political opponents ; and that is why wives who are confronted wi th imminent 

·we say our money is not being properly used. famine throuf?hout t~e Federation. · 

. ~ 

·• I 
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The rains fell below the average of previous 

years this year. Therefore food · crops will 
not be·. sufficient to go round: Before it is too 

. late I suggest to the Government to send 
food missions to the Sudan, Belgian Congo 
and East Africa to negotiate to buy up food 
su rpluses in these places , particuL1rly rice and 

. Besides, the farm_ers of these areas are 
suffering terrible defeat by yam bettles. I 
should like the Government to send an 
expert to Afenmai Division to report on the 
cheapest method of combating the army of 
bettles . In the meantime Government 
~ hould 11entl a considerable quantity of soil 
manure to the farmers in Afenmai Division. 

matze. Mr E. 0. Fakayode: Mr Speaker Sir 
I am definitely opposed to the ·emphasis I wish to join my Colleagues on this side of th~ 

being .placed by this Government on cash House in comdeming the attitude of this 
crop to the detriment of food crop. in this Government iri presenting supplementary 
Region, resulting in m ore money in circulation estimates at each sessi<?n of this House. · 
and mal-nutrition. The health of the people . It appears that they are · adopting the 
of this· Region and, in fact increased popula- pnictice of always asking for more like Oliver 
tion, depends so much on their having suffi- Twist. In March ~his year the Government 
cient to· eat. · asked for money to provide for the services 

Again . Sir, money loses its value when it of this Region, in June more money w~s asked 
has ·not enough to buy. Therefore, this for, and in September 'Government is asking 
Government should not wait until the for more money to run the services of the 
workers · reach b~eaking point and agitate for R egion. One can therefore safely conclude 
more . pay. Before then the · Government that probably after the Constitutional Confer
should . realise that famine is indeed at its ence the ·Government will come back asking 
g\{e: -:, The result of the food mission will no this House to make supplementary provision 
doubt, benefit both the farmers and the for the enjoyment of Ministers in London 
woikers of thi_s region: and will · also give a . during the Conference (Interruptions). Then 
le:id to othe'r _Goyernm~nts of the Federation. . we may be forced to make some severe 
For' no reason other than this, S ir, I do not · criticism of any future estimates submitted 
believe that the Government deserves the during the year .. '~ 
additional vote. Be that as it is m~y , Sir, I ~ish to say that I .. 
. I. know this limited liability company propose . to criticise these supplementary 
whicl;i goes by the name of Action Group estimates because I feel that the Government 
Government of the Western Region well is either asking for money unnecessarily 

· eno:t;~.gh safely to infer that instead of having or it is asking for money that it ought not to 
. the,~. -courage. to face the coming political ask for. Th~refore, with these two principles 
~b~at~_l;" with a clean fight, it is finding the in mind I wish to make ' some observations 
,_mon7y · through this. Legislation for dirty on the I tern. , . 
weapons against the next Federal elections In March this year, under Head 701 ofthese 
wher:e, if defeated it will resort to the purchase Estimates, the Government asked for the 
of Opposition Members who cross the carpet · sum o'f £100,000 for the building of the High 
shameless!;; so . often in this House. This Court in Ibadan. Till now I do not think 
money politics must stop . before greater anything has been done . about this project. 
harm is d one to the good name and sense of Mr Speake'r Sir, you must certainly be 
mission of p'oliticians in W estern Nigeria. aware of . the fact that the judges of this · 

· Democracy · is being crushed · instead of Region, particularly those living in Ibadan, 
being practised in Western N igeria by the are accommodated in very poor buildings . 

. Government Party encouraging Opposition Apart from the buildi!Jg itself the seats 
Mem})ers to cross the carpet . and the tables which are used by the hon. 

_Mr Speaker · $ir, I know .the Government Members who practice in · the Court arc 
Party does not like to hear the truth, neverthe- m a very shameful. con dition. Instead of 
less · I would make the following special asking fo~ more just to build a new High 
appeal to the Minister of Agriculture and Court the Government should also include 
Natural Resources to go into the problem of the building of magistrates' courts as well. 
land er?_sioz: _iz: th Q North-East district of I wish to draw the attention of this House 
Menmat D zvtswn . In the whole division to the · supplementary -' estimates for water 
erosion is thre::~tenir g w much that places supply investigation and consultation fees. 
lik~ ~zair~e clan,. ~nvianwu clan, and In l\1arch this year, the sum of £6,000 was 
Ekpen clan, Weppa Wano clan and a portion asked for for the purpose of enaulirg this 
of Avl.ele /Agbede and Auchi 'clans are fast Government to make · investig:ltions and 
becoming desert and therefore unproductive. research into water supply in the Western . 

7 
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Region. At this session we · are being asked 
for another sum of £15,224 for the same 
purpose; making a total of £110,224. Surely 
Sir, this is .too exhorbitant for that purpose . 
We all know the geography of the Western ' 
Region. It is n~t a de,sert where you find 
it difficult to find water. · It is a place which 
is blessed wit}'l annual rai!lfall, so we do · 
not see the need for any .highly scientific 
investigation into , water supply in this part 
of the world. The only way to supply water 
is either to have it pipe borne or to sink 
a well. There is no need to ask for the 
fantastic sum of £11 O.j)OO within six months 
for the purpose of mere i:\westigations. What 
Investigations? We watH to know in what 
areas in the Western Region you find it 
difficult to get water. (Interruptions). There 
is no need for investigations at all! 

I ·· am saying Sir, that during the March 
Session the sum of £2,000 was aliotted to each 
province for the purpose of rural )Vater 
supply. If Government will be wise in its 
expenditure I do not see why the sum of 
£110,000 should nGt be evenly distributed for 
the purpose of rural water supplies to the 
provinces. I say with all the emphasis at 
my •command that this type of investigations 
shows an attitude of this Government which 
stands to be condemned. 

Spending £300,000 for Yoruba Research! 
Mr Speaker, this research stands to be 
condemned. We want things that will 
yeild us profit. 

·Government Members: Like what? 

Mr Fakayode: Like the Egbe Omo 
Oduduwa! (Laughter). 

Mr Speaker, another aspect of the estimates 
to which I .wish to draw attention is about 
these loans being made to the Corporations. 
Speakers from this s'ide of the House have 
really expressed the fruitlessness of the effort 
of this Government in giving loans to these 
Corporations. We do not know when loan!; 

· are granted-we just hear from time to time 
'that thousands of pounds or millions of 
pounds are being given to the Corporations. 
NotJ:ling more ..is heard of it. 

Another aspect is, for instance, that in 
March this year, Mr ·Speaker, a sum of 
£274,000 was as~{ed for in this · hon. House 
for the purpo!;e of financing the Finance 
Corporation. For wlmt purpose we were 
never told. This session we a,re being aske d 
to make another supplementary provision for 
the same Financee Corporation for anotf.er sum 

of £1,076,000. But Mi .. Speaker, March. 
to September is only a period of six months . . · 
We, do not. know why the Government is ' 
asking this House fo r a further supplementary 
money to the tune of one million pounds~· 
That is why we cin. this side of the House 
believe the rumour which we have heard 
from time to time abcut the Party iri power. 
In June this year we were told that the Party 
in power is ready to spend .th-e sum of one. 
million pounds on the electio~s. : . · 

Oppc;>sition Members: W ho told you? 

Mr Fakayode: Mr Speaker, . Sir, we 
see vans going to and fro 'in Ibadan and 
other places. We also hear of people, 
Action Group lawyers, being employed, 
their cars being paid for, ' their .:salaries · 
(Interruptions) ...... ~ .. and there are: many. 
lawyers no!" in the Court getting ~fantastic 
sahtri'es-£2,000, £3,000-and their .. farriilies 
in Ibadan are be'ing looked after.:: ·:;Again, 
Mr Speaker, Sir, you will find in. ·effect th!lt 
the NCNC Members in ·the Regibn do .not ·· 
borrow Government . money; those ,.who · 

·borrow money are the Aqtion: • Group. 
(Interruption). Mr Speaker, Sir,· if ~e-"put 
two and two together we shall see that there 
is no other reason why this sum of £1,076,000 
should go ·through the back door of ·the 
Government. That is what we are· ·being 
asked to vote. (Prolonged interruption) . . · 

.. 
Mr A. Adisa: I r ise to spe~ki ' but I ' · 

cannot. say I feel overwhelmed ·with · joy, . 
because the greatest parliamentarian ·this 
House has ever produced, and whose seat I 
now fill, is no longer with us. I am· reminded · 
of the fact that in this House he has always · 
been accusing the Government of squander-. 
mania, and th~t is what these supplementary 
estimates have shown beyond any doubt at 
all. (Applause). 

Chief Enahoro: If Opposition · Mem
bers intertupt with "fire, fire !", we will be 
compelled to interrupt with jeers, but .· we 
should all give a new M ember a quiet · 
hearing, so that he can m ake his maiden 

· speech in an atmosphere of tranquility. 

Mr Adisa: Mr Speaker, Sir; I do say 
this, I am a,skinS) for no quater . 

Chief Enahoro: Mr s·r e~d< er, it is not a 
question. of w~at t~~: hon .. ~ember asks for, 
it is a · questiOn : . . trad1t10n, as the new 
Member will soon ·-arn. . • 

Mr Adisa: Well, · Sir, I should say this, 
that all this money l::eir: g · asked for, -
the moriey for wh:ch 'you actually do . 

. I 
I 

.. 

' · 

I . 
I 



JRD SEPTEMBER,' 1958 Second Read~ng 80i 

Fl.' 

, ~ . . ' . .. ~ .. . 
~./ ... . -~ ·~ ~ .. ~ 
' • ·. Now, Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is known-I will 
' c:oncede--that the hon. the Minister of Local 
· ·Government ( is a . layman; · that will be 
':- considered.:~!But oat his elbow· he has all the 
:·~·memb~r~ of the staff who could tell him that 
':, the 1onlxi:;o~pcil which is r .espo~sible for the 
1
: collection ~of, ~.rates is. the on~ which actually 
made the- as~essmen t , the Rcgipnal Authority, 

' which . assessed those people for that area. 
So, ·responsibility for collection of rates and 
attrears fort. the past years rests ptimarilly 

.on· .the Actlon · Group controlled District 
Council; all 1that the:re remains is a moral 
responsibility-put at its highest, . it is 
only a moral· responsibility-for the NCNC
controlled and newly-elected Councils to 
c0llect thos'e . arrears, and now the persistent 
rumour, heard from the most authoritative 

· ·quarters, is that those · Covncils will be 
dissolved on the pretext that they have failed 
to collect arrears which were outstanding not 
within the, financial year in which the NCNC 
Council. wa5 elected, but ar~ . 1{7f arrears which 
the Act~on Group and the1r ·~fllow travellers 
have fatled to collect because ......... all. they 
engaged in was the oppression of their political 
opponents. : So I wish, Mr Speaker, Sir, 
to .. say that there can be no reason, no cause 

·, for the Minister of Local Government 
to · threaten to dissolve this newlv-elected 
c~~mcil ·on the m atter of colle~tion of 
arre.ars of rates. I will go further, to say 
that . he has •'not been sticking to the Law 

I \ 

m his conduct to that District Council. 
The Council said that it would nominate 
128 Assessment Committees and its deci
sion was sent to the Ministry of Local 
Government. The Law is clear, within the 
four corncrs·of the Local Government Law; 
it is the directing authority that has the power, . · 
I m ean the plentitude . of power, to appoint 
the number . of Assessment Committees. 
Unfortw1ately the Ministry of Local Govern
ment misunderstood irs legal · powers and 
insisted tl~at only seventy-eight Assessment . 
Committees should be appointed for . the 
whole Council. And that of course would. 
not mean that the uppermost thing .in .the 
mind of the Ministry was to facilitate the 
collection of rates, but to play .politics
party politics, all things which we condemn, 
all things thar don't go down well with people 
who were assembled here on the occasion of.. 

· the celebration of self-government · in the 
Region: • 

Now there is also the question of the delay 
in the · Ministry to app,rove the nwnber of 
Assessment Committee;; '2ent to them. One 
would have thought that~- anybody who is 
interested in the collection of arrears would 
seize the opportunity to app~ove everything 
that is proposed before it by a newly-elected 
Council which actually is not legally respon
sible for the colle~ti <;m of the arrears, but is 
only morally bound ·to do so. Vi hat do we 
see 'on top of this in spite of denials to the 
contrary? There was no doubt that it was 
suggested that unless the Assessment 
Coii:nni.ttcc could be composed ·of · six . 
members- four NCNC and two Action 
Group members-:-:no authority . would b~ 
forthcoming. That . must have been' a pre
arranged plan between the high-ups in the 
Action Group, but by a slip the lett.er of 
authorisation was sent to the Council and, of 
course, that is how it actually got the signature 
of the tnost responsible person in that 
Ministry. . Later, there came a sharp 
recall of that letter and everything said there 
was withdrawn. And that, I say Sir, puts 
the blame on the whole of the Ministry; not 
only the Ministry, but ·the whole Action 
Group Government, th~ whole Cabinet, 
sharing collective responsibility -for having . 
only a kindergarten approach to -'politics. 

Now again, Sir, not being satisfied with 
this kind of persecution mania which has 
been absolutely condemned by all •the electo
rate during the last local elections and the bye
election which followed, all of us had pe-rhaps 
the joy and the fun of seeing both the Premie.r 
and the bon. the l\!Iinister of Justice mounted 
on soap boxes, and going to campaign in the 
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villages. Notvvithstanding that, immediately 
after the Council was elected the only' thing 

. that they thought of doing was for the acting 
Minister of Local Government to grant a 
Press Conference and there he announced
instead of coming to this House to make a 
major pronouncement on policy as is constitu
tionally the practice the whole world over, 
for the Minister is responsible to this House 
and not his pn!s~men, his yesmen-that there 
would be a grant of autonomy to the Local 
Councils and that Ibadan would be an 
exception, it would be treated with partiality. 
And why is this being done in the name of 

• d emocracy? 

Hon. Members. would no doubt agree 
that the. way the A:ction Group are conducting 

_the business of the Government is a way 
which does not entitle them to hope that 
they will be in the Government for the next 
twenty-five years, -but only for the next two 
or three months. 

Well, Sir, I say that the main reason for 
the arrears which are outstanding in the 
District Council an~ which I say the Minister 
of Local Government has not used all efforts 
to get collected, is because, instead of co
operating with the Council, all he is engaged 

. in is trying to cheat or hoodwink the Chair-
man, forgetting of course that the Corpora

. tion cannot be bound by the Chairman at all 
unless the Chajrman of the Coporation does 
give authority or ratifies subsequently every
thing that the Chairman has done, and that is 
why the statement which the hon. Minister of 
Local Government made here yesterday does 
not hold water. It is .an argument that is not 
sound and I beg to say that it is only a lot of 
excuses. It is wor; ':lless for the -Minister to 
come forward and say that he · ha~ arrived, 
or he has had an argument with the Chairman 
of the Local Council, when his proper duty is 
always to communicate with the Council 
officially, and get such a prize officially. 

--1 

_Now, I say, Sir, that tltt-. Council has 
done its best, because since the Council was 
elected it has collected over £57,000 arrears. 
It has done that because we of the Opposition 
consider 'it our duty to pay our rates and taxes. 
Of course, we do object to the way these rates 
and taxes are being spent.. Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I am saying that the arrears really do not stand . 
up to, or add up to, the figure which was being · 
publicly advertised in order to prepare the 
ground for the move, f.or the mooted dis
solution of.the Council. 

People who live m ost of their iives in 
farms have . been assessed in their · farms 
scttlemeil.ts and when they com e to Ibadan 
they also get _ another ass ssement, so 
if the amount is thoroughly gone into . it will 
be found out that the arrears do not add up 
to the fantast ic figure of £250,000 . . Apart 
from that, Sir, there has been embezzlement 
on·the widest scale. As this m atter has been 
reported to the Police it is hoped that nobody 

. will try to interfere with the course of justice .. 
Now sir, in the matter of the relationship 
between th~ Council and the Regional 
Government, we of. the Opposition are pray-

• ing the Minister of Local Government to · 
eschew party politics and be a statesman, 
and of course when the Minister goes to his 
constituency at Egbado (shouts of "4beokuta, 
Abeokuta" from Opposition Members). J am 
sorry Mr Speaker,O::;ir, he looks very much to 
me like an Egbaclo man (laughter from the 
Opposition Benches). 'ft. 1ow sir, I _ shall now 
go on to the general c~,yge of squandermania · 
of which the Regional C overnment has again 
been accused. · I say that the whole fimincial 
policy of the Government r eveals ."some. 
hollowness of theory and shabiness of pnictict:r 
I say sir, that there is no need at all why: our 
Ministers should spend their leave •·in :: the 
United Kingdom. There is no reason at·_ all. · 
(Government Benches:-Dr Azikiwe is . there . in 
the United Kingdom). I am .responsible to . 
this House. -· I pay my rates .to the-Western . 
Region and I am saying, Sir, that it is:< r eaL ·. 
squandermania for anybody to develop some'' 
kind of mania which h e thinks can -only -· bd. · 
cured adequately when he goes . ·to ' ·the: 
United Kingdom. Can it be said, Sir, •that ' 
there are nci sick people in the United: 
Kingdom? · Is there any reason why>' we · 
cannot now suggest that because our Mi'nisters' 
are going to the United Kingdom .to spend · 
their leave they are removing . themselves·. 
from the common Irian? They do not : 
know that .it is their duty to move with the 
common man and it is the resp onsibility_ of 
the Opposition always to ooll them back" to · 
the path of sanity, the p ath of reas'on and the 
path of commonsense (cheers from the 
Opposition Benches). 

Chief Enahoro: · Ori ·a point of or clef: Si~,: 

Opposition B~nches. : What number? 

Mr Speaker: Order, order. WiU the 
strangers in the gallery know for certain that 
if there is any interruption either J?y way of 
clapping of hands or by raising their voices . 
in any manner whatever the gallery will be 
cleared. Will the hon. Gentleman continue .. 
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Mr )~di~a:•?. Mr Speaker Sir, I say that 
- the .. Ministers~ .are · undertaking extensive 
tours o.ve~eas : . ··Those who. are not Engineers 
·haye .p~e . goipg" to Engineering Factories 
a,n~r have been) nspecting Engineering Fac-

... tQnes tl:igu?h. they have Ii.ot the ability to 
l~am an;Ytthmg. there, and that is one of the 
waY.~ c:ijj spendin'g the money of this Region. 
I.t -is iWelt .Jrliown, Sir, that most of these 
peopk'who go _ on these expensive tours are; 

. people , :W:AO'';tomorrow will be out of this' 
· · .H'ouse.-, and~ ._it is not known whether the 

kiiowteog~ which, if any, they have gained will
be; use ull:v.' employed .in the conduct of · the 

'affai.~;s.r cif-tfii~! Region . Also, Sir, I beg leave 
.. t<? . s.a,:Y: · ~hat .. th~ .travel~ing allowances being 
grv.:en 'to . th~-- MIDIS ters IS too excessi vc. It is 

. ·quite krio~n: that the average daily pay tJf an 
' aver.age worker is even . less . than £60 per 

annum. Anybody knows it and, in fact 
. itc~ has · been · legally presumed h eFe i~ 

... 1b.adan that ·~verybo~y eai:ns, say, £60 per 
. annum which of course mear(tl that the com

mon m~n is '~upposed to live t\1' £5 per month. 
' The Nliplste:::'s car lives o 1 · £200 or over 
· · every mqrith. ~ ,So, more premitim is being 

placed o~ ~hese lifeless things \4hich ·belong 
. . to .the Mm1sters than on human being~ who 

., · are as entitled to decency as anybody present 
here in · this hon. House, Mr Speaker Sir. 
Again Sir, I would propose a general ~tate
ment of .policy in respect of the salaries of ' 
Ministers.. All that is being indulged in is the 
pocket---:-"my, pocket, and the rest ca~ go to 
rot". · Why.;should . the expatriates who leave 
their own homes to come here not receive 
more than the Africans whose people are 

. ('( here and whose homes are here?. Why not IJ 1·. think of the·. common man first, the common 
\ ;> ;nan whom we are expected to serve? 

Why do we not devote everything to the 
common man and accept the same pay? 
M r Speaker, Sir, if we cannot exceedingly be 
better there is n o reason why we should be 

/' . 
·j . 

/

._: .. · 
. I . 

: I• • 

ub~. · 

Mr .· Speaker: Order, order. May I 
reminq the hon. Gentleman that he has got 
three more minutes . .. . 

Mr Adisa: It was adequ?tely dealt with 
in the Minorities Commission but the 
Regional ,Government continues to provoke 

. disturbances and disorders. The Regional 
Government ·is committed to maintain peace, 
freedom · and. parliamentary democracy and 
these are not always to be given a .neg:~tive 

content . . I say that the M~nistry of Works 
and Transport should stop giving out all 
contracts · to those contractors who are 'the 
darling boys of the Action .Group. I think 
1ast year, Mr Speaker Sir, hon. Members 

II 

across the qrpet were asked to·remember that 
it is the interest of the common man which 
should be upperm:\)sr in every · consideration 
whenever they were preparing esti~ates. 

. Alhadji Adegbenro: Mr Speaker Sir, 
smce the hon. Member fbr Ibadan South has 
made comments on the Ibadan District 
Council in what people call his maiden 
speech in this House I wish to make · 
certain facts clear. Mr Speaker, Sir, . even 
though the hon. Member tries to rep!ace, or 
take the seat left -v'acant by, the late Leader of 
the Opposition yet Members on all sides of the 
Ho~se will agree with me that the speech 
which the hon. Member from the other side 
bas made is in no way a substitute for those 
brilliant speeches by the late Le~der of the 

· Oppositi<?n, Alhadji. Adegoke Ac\elabu which 
you all listened to m this House. (Cheers, 
cheers from the G;overnment B enches). The 
hon. Member for Ibadan ·South also refused 
to .a~cept the advice of mJ colleague the hon. 
Mm1ster of Home and Midwest Affairs that 
he shm.1ld t~e h~s time to learn parliamentary 

. procedure m this House aJ?-d parliamentary 
language. I do hope that m course of time 
the hon . Member for Ibadan South will learn 
that parliament can never be compared with 
a . S:o~rt of Law. .This is a parliamentary 
bmldmg and we m parliament here use 
parliamentary language and decorum and all 
things said are expected to be decent. I will 
now answer the allegations made by the 
Member for Ibadan South about the assess
ment conditions for . Ibadan and also · 
about the colle.ction of the q1tstanding rates 

. to the tune of £240,000. I said in this House 
yesterday, Mr Speaker, that the Members of. 
the Opposition who now control the Ibadan 
District Council approached me and I have 
a record of that meetiog, and the hon. 
Member for Ibadan South was a member · 
of the del!!gation that saw me in June. At 
that Conference ·I g iwe assurance that I on 
my part, and on be.half of the · Minist~ of 
~ocal qovernment, would do everything to 
give whichever party won the Local Election 
advice. and co-operation ·to see that that 
Council · pe~fo~ed its duties satisfactorily. 
I am repeatmg 1t on the floor of this House 

· that the hon. Member for Ibadan South was 
present at .that meeting. Mr Speaker, Sir,. 
I have said that I have ' records of the · 

·proceedings. 

Opposition Benches: Produce them. 

. Alhadji Adegbenro: The present Chair- · 
man of the Ibadan District Council led 
another delegation to me over which the hon. 
Minister for Economic PlanniDg presided, 
and there I repeated this assurance, and the 
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Chai~an himself gave another assurance that 
the present Council would do its best to 
collect the outstandir,g balances of rates. ·I 
challenge the' hon. Member to deny giving 
that undertaking (Interruptlonf). 

Mr Spe~ker, 'sir, if I may refer to the 
allegation that the•Council is being threatened 
with dissolution, I would like to say that 

· the hon. Member ,JVho made that allega
tion must have been h :1ving an imaginary fear 
because of the presen6 performance of that 
Council. Nothing certaii).ly would prevent 
Government from taking appropriate action 
where necessary, but that 'is not the case and 
i( this Council shows a great deal of respon
sibility in the discharge of its duties, I, for my 
'part on behalf of the Ministry of Local 
Government, will continue . to give -i t my 
support, but · the trouble in Ibadan, Sir, is 
th1s: here is the han. Member who comes 
from Ibadan South and there is another 
han. Member who comes from Ibadan 
South, 'both of them probably running the 
same council together, but they nev~r can 
agree ......... . 

. (Shouts of "No! No! No!"-jrom the 
Opposition Benches). (Interruptions) ... . .... . . 
or .the argument would have been that a letter 
of agreement on behalf of the Council ought 
not to have come to me, or that the Chainnan 
of the Council ought not to have had any 
discussion with me at all, but all discussions 
should have been at an official level (Interrup
tions). 

Mr Speaker Sir, I should like to say this, 
Sir, that after the Conference between the 
Representatives of the. Council · and myself 
over which the hon Minister of Econmic 
Planning presided, I put forward the propo
sals agreed upon by the Council. The 
Council met, considered them and I receivetl 
confirmation to that effect in writing over 

· the signature of the Secretary of the Council. 
I know not, Sir, therefore, what other official 
channel should have been pursued. 

~ 

Mr Speaker, Sir, in regard to the appoint
ment of assessment committees, that is very 
clear. My Friend, the hon. Member ' for 
Ibadan South has to do a little bit of study of 
the Local . Government. Law rather than his 
Law textbooks. And, with your permission, 
Sir, I would like to refer my hon. Friend 
to section 143 of the Local Government Law, 
with regard to his statement. When I have 
read the relevant section, I will leave 'it to 
your judgement, Mr Speaker, to decide 
whose responsibility that is. The rel\~vant 
section says: 

"For each rating authority, · in wpose . 
area the system of rating upon income is for 
the time bei'ng in · force, there shall be such 
number of . assessment committees as the 
rating authority may det~nnine". 

Subsection (3) states : 

«The number of mem bers of an assess
m ent committee, their m ethod of appoint~ 
ment or selection, ~nd th~· ir term of office 
shall be such as shall be determined by the 
rating authority arid approved · by the 
Minister". 

Mr Speaker, Sir, you will underst~d that 
if the responsibility for approyal rests with the 
Minister iri the case of Ibadan, and the L ocal 
Government Ad\·iser in the case of any other 
Council, -that officer or the M inister ·- respon
sible will have to be satisfied that the method 
of appointment, selection, etc., a·re properly 
in accordance with th e provisions of ,the Law 
and that they are in the best interests of the 
community which they would serve (Inter- -

· rup t-ions) . 

Mr Speaker, · Sir, the hon . · Member for 
Aboh also alleged- that the Government' of. 
this .Region has s\;opped given loans 'to ·'local 
councils as a bribe. I should -like -to say, 
Sir, that if that is one of the reason~ why the 
hon. Member for 'Aboh has lost h1s .- seat as 
Chairman of Aboh District Council. ....... . 
(Interruptions) . Mr Speaker, Sir, the Mem- , · . 
ber for Aboh after last local election lost his , 
seat. I will teli you how he lost ,that _ _s'eat. ~-

). ~ " . 
Opposition, Benches: · D on't w~ri}'~- '~ · '. ·, 

Alhadji · Adegbenro: F or three_: years, 
as I have said, the hon. Member was Chairman 
of the Ukwuani District Council. · F rom my . 
Ministry we sent out circular leh.ers to all 
district co'uncils asking them to app ly_' for 
loans which were app'roved by this Legisla- · 
ture, as grants-in-aid to local councils, to 
enable them to discharge thei r duties . and to 
provide and discharge additional amenjties. 
I·n this circular letter we specifi ca1ly defined ' 
the methods ~ application and for what . 
purposes such _loans might be api?lied _for. 
Among them are lo1\'1S for m arkets and thmg~ 
of that kind. But ! ~or three years Ukw:uan1 
District Council n Wer applied for a .. penny. 
(Interruptions). · · · 

Opposition Bench es: T he . Minister is 
lying. 

Chief · Enahoro: The ·· h on. Member 
should withdraw that. 

Opposition Benches: N o. _ 

Alhadji Adegbenro: I . lim ~ure that the 
hon. ·,he Deputy Speaker .will not deny the . 
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fact that Asaba District Council applied for a 
loan of £12,000 and that amou.nt of money 
has been granted and has been paid out. to the 
Asaba District Council, and at that time the. 
Council was run by the NCNC. 

'. Mr Speaker, Sir, I would like to refer to 
the question of the . appointment of members 

('-~ of the · ;Local, Government Service Board. 
/ ) The Member. for Aboh Divi~ion has made 
\ certai~ destructive and dishonest statements 

.J . about ''the appointment of Members of this 
_ B'?~rd~· ~ .' J!l\ point of fact, Mr S'peaker, Sir, 
members ~ of the Local Service Board were 

,< ,appoi'ptt!d'',;,:py ' the Governor on the 
· recommendation of · the Executive Council 
,· .and I'sliould''Iike to mention the names of the 
· members -of:ihis Board becaune the Member 
~ for 'Aboh "Has: alleged that two ~f the members 
·are 'fanaticaf Action Groupers.,L._those were 
his exact words. The first Members, Sir, are 
Mr Justice~ R. Ade. Doherty, Mr P. J. 

· Harris, . Le'cturer, Nigerian College of Arts 
and 'Teshnology, l\'I r T. E. A. Salubi, Acting 

· ·~ Deputy,;.Cpnunissionet of Labour, and Mr 

l
i .' J. S. 0. Ogut;n~ke, formerly ?enior Assistant 

!.:lecretary, Mm:rstry of Educatwn. 
J·• . , • 
! · Mr ·· Speaker, · Sir, surprisingly the hon. 
.: .· Mer?-~er · h~s been . too cowardly to menti9n . 
· . the names. of ' the two members who he said 

· are · J\cti<::m•· Group fanatics. It is very 
. : . . 'dishonest 'for hon1 Members to come to the 

· floor .of this -House to ' make · remarks about 
' ·. disti~guished · · perso.nalities who ha~e no 

oportunity .of com~ng to the House to defend 
,themselves'. ~ That is a ~ery bad thing, Sir. 

The points which have been made by the 

Membe/fof Aboh are such as will not, by·any 
stretch ofthe imagination, prevent this House 
from approving• this Supplementary Appro
priation Bill. Mr Speal~er, · Sir, I beg to 

· ~upport the:Bill. 

' The Minister of Works and Transport 
(Chief A. 0. Ogedengbe)': Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I just want .to clear the points raised 
,about my Ministry by the new hon .. · Member, 
t,hat is, the M ember for Ibadan South. 
He made: referen<;:e· to contracts being 
awarded to: me~bers of the Action Group. 
l ;am. sure that the point has been made clear 
to the Members of the Opposition several 
times that there is a Tenders Board, and this 
Tenders Board is made up of fo\,lr officials 
and about twelve . unofficial members out 
of·~hich two members are invited each time 
to attend the Board. These two include 
members of the NCNC. • 

. Mr Speaker, Si r, tl~is parr} of twelve people 
do n?t !q}ow the contractu!J· · The Minister 

I. 
I;· 
j ' 
I 

is . not to approve whatever the Tenders 
Board does, put any decision taken by the 
Tend,ers Board is final. The report is 
simply submitted to the Minister of Works 
and Transport for information. That IS 

about contract. 
The Member for Aboh ' East referred to 

Sapele-Agbor ;oad. Mr Speaker, · Sir, I 
t,hink the Member for Aboh East is an 
experienced parliamentarian and I think he 
should be expected to say things more accept
able than what he has said. Now with your 
permission I am going to read the latest road 
report submitted to me at the end of August. 
This was written on the 25th of August by 
the Controller of Work Servi.ce. . 

"Progress as at 25th August, 1958 ...... " · 

Members of Opposition: We don't 
want tohear that report! · 

Chief bgedengbe: 
"22 miles of surfacing were completed 

before work closed down. It is intended 
to continue work from S \!ptember ........ .. 

· (Interruptions). Mr Speaker Sir, everybody 
should qe aware that last year the rains were 
very heavy and a lot of materials and a lot of 
money were wa">ted when work continued in 
the rainy season. Nobody could forecast that 
there would be no rains this year because 
during the corresponding period last year there 
were heavy rains. · We expect to start work 
againwhen the rains arf lighter; but the hon. 
Member for Aboh sto0d up to say that the 
work was begun when11 ;m elect.ion was on 
and when the election was over it was stopped. 
This is far from the truth. 

Reference was made to w~ter investigation. 
!he hon. Mernper in this .respect is very 
Ignorant. He should know that investigation 
w~rk is carried out before -..!J.Jy work is 
undertaken, and this investigation is done by 
experts. It is not done by either the Minister 
or the people working in the office, but by 
experts working in the field-technicians. It 
would mean just throwing money away if we · 
should start work on projects like the 
waterworks worth thousands of' pounds . 
or the construction of a bridge which will 
cost thous.ands of pounds without investiga-
tion. · · · · -

. Mr Speaker Sir, it w~uld be v~ry dmgerous 
if we should start to construct . a bridge · on 
which thousands of pounds will be spent 
without finding out what kind of material 
should be used and how strong the bridge · 
should be . This will never be possible unless 
investigations are made and the people, the 
consultants who make .. these · invcs'tig1tions 
have to be paid. 
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Another point Sir-the hon. Member for 
Ibadan South referred to the building of a 
Supreme Cou'rt. · 

Opposition Members: In the Western 
Region? You mean the High Court. 

Chief Ogedengbe: Well, this buildin~ 
· requires designing and planning ·and the 
'work should be properly handled when it 
starts. Therefore we need engineers and 
enough inspec;:ors of works to carry on the 
work. 

Lastly, one of the Opposition Members 
referred to Mini!)·~ers meeting factory owners 
and manufacturers of machines. Mr Speaker 
Sir, with your perrnis ~ ion, Our Lord said: 
"The son of Man . .... . ... " 

Opposition Members: Are you preach
ir1g? (Laughter .on all sides). 

Chief Ogedengbe: Well Sir, I think that 
that visits of· Ministers to establishments 
like factories are of paramount importance 
to this Region. We do not know how to 
manufacture these machines we purchase and 
I think, Sir, that it will be economical if we can 
know right from the horse's mouth how 
much such machines cost from their countries 
of origin·. From this Sir, I think the bon. 
M'ernber wllo raised the point will realise 
that the Government is doing this in order to 
defend the economy and finances of the 
Region. · · · 

From all there Sir, I strongly support the 
Motion for this Supplementary .f..ppropriation 
Bill. · · 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Agriculture (Chief Z. A. 
Opaleye): Mr Speal~r Sir, the Member 
for Afenrnai ·East accu~ed the Ministry of 
Agriculture of paying no '~ttention to erosion 
in Afenrnai Division. Mr _Speaker Sir, this 
is the most cruel and untrue statement I have 
eve!;" heard In this L-Iouse. Now, Mr 
Speaker Sir, the fact of the case is that the 
Member for Afenrnai East live~ in Lagos. · 
He has lost the confidence of his people. 

Opposition . Members: How do · you 
know? 

Chief Opal eye: ' He has found it impos
sible ·to go horne and see what is going on in 
his area. · Now, Sir, the Ministry of Agricul
ture•has been doing a lot. ·We have efficient 
staff who advise people on how to prevent 
erosion and there are demonstration plots 
where farmers do go to see modern methods 

· of farming. I am highly ·satisfied that the 
people of the area, the farmers, will be most 
annoyed about the ignorant statement made 

·by the hon. Member here. 

Opposition Members: T hat 1s abuse. 
It is no argument. 

Chief Opal eye: Experiments are being 
made in several divisions because . . a certain 
system may suit one division and will .be 
found technically impossible for another 
division; and the Ministry of Agriculture 
has been doing all its best to see that these 

· experiments are performed all over the 
divisions. 

Through the() Speaker, . I . advise tb.e hori . . 
Member to go horne and see the great work 
the Ministry is doi ng in that division and 
never again come 1 ; this H ouse to make a 
staternen~ which v.V. annoy the I:eople who 
elected h1rn, otherw1se I am sure m the next 
election h..e will not be elected. 

The Minister of Trade a nd Industry · 
(Chief A. 0. Adeyi): Mr Speaker Sir, this' 

. morning we have had a good deal of ignorance . 
revealed and· it appears that M embers do .not 
know what their responsibilities are "to -the 
people who voted them into this .. House of 
Assembly. . :; · 

Opposition Members:· . Don't tell -us. . 1 
Chief Adeyi: We have heard .eri.ough .of ... • 

untrue statements and I think Members who 
deserve to be called hon. M~rnbers .. in this ·. 
House should be true to themselves once a~ 
while. . 

Opposition Members: Lectur~:rJ .. in 
Economics! . . . 

Chief Adeyi: · The. Member for Afeninai 
Division, when he ·was talking, S.flid tha(there 
was shortage of crop~ in the Region. r; :! should · 
like to clarify this point. · T.he Min~§~t;Y. of 
Trade and Industry, in conjunction' with the 
Ministry of Agriculture, is doing' eveiyth.ing 
possible to make provis'ion for food·· crops in 
this Region. This is · the way this ·is being 
done-if the hon. Member understands fully 
the purpose for which the Finance Corpora
tion was established, he would 'not have made 
such a statement on the floor of this hon. 
House-the. Finance Corporat ion was estab- · 
Jisned' to give short term loans to farrriers, 
fishermen and other people to produce food 
crops. 

Opposition Members : Action Group 
supporters. 

Chief Adeyi : Unfortunately, the, M em
ber for Afenrnai East does not seem to 
realise the importance of the · Finance 
Corporation. 

The MembGr for Aboh, when he was 
talking, revealed his gross ignorance. · He 
said that one man, an bon. Member 
somewhere, borrowed £40,0QO. fr.om . the 
Finance Corporation. This is far from 
true. The· Gentleman borrowed only 
£25,000 the balance of which is £864 due in 
December 1958. 

.!t 
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Sir, 

Yes,· 

:·. Chief 'Adeyi : , I· would ' like Members 
: . . opposite 'to. read and understand the pt]rpose 
I . Jor which·. the _Finance Corporation has been 

established. ; · · 

· .~ We n~ed this m oney ,ehich is being asked 
·to be revoted because the Finance Corpora
tion is supposed . to encourage indusrrial 
development ·~ in tl:is Region. Short term 
loans have been .given in aid of Aro Cement 
Factory, the Ceramic Project; G. L. Gaiser 

. Limited, etc. All these :::·.t:e developing very 
useful industries which Opposition Members 
do not Seem to appreciate. · . 

Mr Speaker, Sir , Members of the Opposi
tion have to go back and study the laws which 
they have themselves approved in this House, 

. by which our Corp orations have been estab
·lished. · 

· Mr Speaker; Sir, I beg to support. 

Chie f ~nahoro : The only point which 
has be·en ·made against my Ministry is the 
·co'ntemptuous remark made by a M ember for 
Ibadan, about the . · "Y oruba Research 
Scheme". The trouble wit!{ this h on. Mem
ber. is that h~ is not aware of the purpose of 
the Scheme. Mr S,peaker, Sir, this scheme 

l has b~enset up in order tc gudy the History 

1: 

of the Yoruba from the earliest ·Jmes based 
upon the theory of their migration from the 
Near-East, etc., etc. 

O~position Benches : Who 1s the 
Director ? 

Chief Enahoro 
Biob.aku. 

The Director is Dr 

Opposition Benches : What is the cost 
of the Scheme ? 

Chief Enahoro : The scheme is spread 
over five years and the cost is over £30,000. 

As I said the Director is Dr Biobaku, and 
there is no Yoruba who is better qualified than 
he. The Scheme is to cover five years, and 
the staff comprise both Yotubas and people· 
from the Midwest because of the connection 
between the Edo people (some of them, of 
course) and the Yorubas . · 

There · is also a Federal Government 
Scheme which is costing the Federaf 
Government about 60 per cent more, on the 
History of the Edo people. These . two 
schemes are being run conjo~ntly, arid I am 
sure the hon. Member will not make further 
remarks ·:)n this subject next time. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the second point made 
was that suffi'cient time has not been 
provided for bon. Members to go through 
the Supplementary . Estimates before the· 
Estimates were introduced for debate. 
Standing Order No. '70 sets . out clearly that 
on the introduction df the Supplementary 
Appropriation Bill, ·tlk debate on . the 
Second Reading shall ta~e place in not less 
than one day. .The Motion for this Appro
priation Bill was moved yesterday, and the 
debate on the Second Reading proceeds today. 
It is possible for hon. Members to argue 
that the provisions: of the Stan )ling Orders 
are inadequate ; if that were so, the attention 
of the Standing Committee would be drawn 
to it, . and tl)e provisions contained therein 
revised. But as long as the provision of 
Standing OrCler 70 remains as it !s at the 
moment, we shall abide by this standing 
order entirely. 

The other point is the complaint by hon. 
Members on the Opposition Side that it 
takes a long time to go through the Estimates · 
in order to be able to make useful contribu
tion to the debate on the Second Reading. 
As a matter of fact, I do not think you are 
expected to read all the Estimates. One 
Member approached me yester~ay and said 
"How do you expect one to read all these in 
a day ?" But if you go through the Estimates 
you will see that unclcr certain Heads no 
new provision is required at all. Take for 
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(CHIEF ENAHORO] 

example my own Ministry. T here is hardly 
a provision required. I hope bon. Members 
who have been here for l~ng will nut say that. · 

The next point I should like to touch on is 
the investment in the National Bank, which 
is :S.ve years old. This is not new. As 
hon. Members should be aware, all Banks in • 
this country submit periodical returns . to the 
Federal Government for checking. It is 
nobody's fault that the Western Region is 
now being represented by only two Members 
in the .Council df Ministers. These reports 
are submitted to the Federal Government, and 
it is the Agency of the Federal Government 
that is entitled to g·J into all the accounts of 
the Banks. It is the Federal Government in 

·which the NCNC untM. recently had a 
majority in the Council of Ministers. 

A further point I should like to make, Mr 
'Speaker, Sir, conaerns us people from the 
backward areas. The people of Ibadan, and 
their bon. Members in this House, think that 
Ibadan is the Vvestern Region. It is just by 
chance that Ibadan is made the Headquarters 
of this Region. I am a Member from !shan 
Division, and as far as I am concerned Ishan 

· is more important to me than Ibadan. 
Ther·e ar:e also· people from the Midwest on 
the Opposi.tion side. But nearly every 
Session hon. Members from Ibadan come to · 
this House . to · mention Ibadan problems. 
There are six and a half million people in 
this Region, and these people are spread all 
over the Region, not only in I bad an. It is 
the policy of this "Government : to see that 
amenities go to backward areas a~ well as 
to developed ones. So the people of Ibadan 
should appreciate right. from now on that 
when amenities are being distributed Ibadan 
will be considered along, with backward 
areas. ? • 

I 

. One other point I wish to 'make is about 
Ministers going to the United Kingdom on 
leave. I should li~e to explain the cicum
stances of this case. 

Now, Sir, bon. Members may not lmo....: 
that tl:J.e 'Civil Servants-mainly the · senior 
staff-are entitled to spend their leave 
overseas once in every five years. That is 
also the case with Ministers in this Region ; 
that once in the lifetime, of a Government a 
Minister is entit led to go on overseas leave. 

. . In the other Region that is not the case, it is 
at the discretion of the Minister to decide 
whether he should spend his leave in the · 
United Kingdom or not. We here do 
not want a great disparity to exist in that 
regard between the privileges of the Minister 
and those of the Civil · Se.rvants. Further:- · 

more, in point of fact, overseas leave by 
Ministers in . this Region is subject to the 
consent and authority of the bon. the Premier, 
and I can assure you that it is not an 
easy thing to get the hon . Premier-to give his 
consent , he does not do so until he is sur.e · 
that to go on ove.rseas . leave w ould be of . 
advantage n ot only to the Government, but 
also to the individual. 

A further point I $hould like to make is 
that the standard of debate in · this House . 
today by the OpP.osition Members has . been 
very boring. · I n8ticed that several'Members 
of the opposite · side made charges and 
allegations against 1'f_e Government, 'but 
whenever they are asl\)d to produce evidence 
they will say that they read it from the 
papers. If yciu want to' make · an allegation 
against the Government, and your informa
tion was from a newspaper . you must be · 
prepared to produce such a paper wi~h the 
permission of the Speaker. For instan~e, ·I 
read in the paper today that Mr Agbaje is the 
Leader of the Opposition. But I know full 
well the difficulties the Opposition ·are facing 
in the matter of selecting a new Leaqer of . . 
the Opposition. I am sure the .~ hon. · 
Members on the Opposition Benches ·rvould · 
not like this side of the House to. attacli very · 
little importance to whatever they say in this · 
House. · · 

. The next point I shou'ld like to mention 'is 
about the new Member for Ibadan South. 
He made several charges against t he Govern- . 
rrient. . <'· :·t. 

Opposition Benches : He i ~ not in:'·his · 
seat now. 

Governm.ent Benches : He is co'dtin~; 
0 I·J 

Chief Enahoro : I hope Sir, \vhilst he is 
with us he will soon learn that to · give an 
address in this House is different from 
addressing a fudge in a law c'ou_rt. • ' . 

Lastly, Sir, one Member said that no 
·Minister is answerable for · Actipri Group . 
affairs . . I • am to emphasise t hat every. 
Minister has got his owrt function to perform 
every Minister has his own portfolio neither 
of which involves party affairs.. The Action 
Group is a Party, and party affairs can never 
fall within the portfolio of any Minister. 

Chief Akran : Mr Speaker, S ir, 'many 
of the charges and allegations made by some 
Members of ·the Opposition against the 
Government have been satisfactorily answered 

. and the question of b~nking which the bon. 
M ember for Aboh made the center of his 
attack happens to be a Federal subj ~ct. ·As 
has ·been explained, if the Member is not 
satisfied he has his remedy ; he either goes to 
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· ~ theJ Jedera!' Govermnenf or he can go to the 
ccillr:~/but we are not here either to ddend 

'"' - ~ife'l'_~tanq,: or to say how the money invested 
m tneibailk has been expended. 

' . • ':\ .tof,\ , • . 

, ':F.he , questiort of money which we are 
seeking_ to appropriate for loans, I think, is a 

-n.\atter -which 'will be a j oy to every heart, 
;·_:be.cimse ' when the Finane~ Corporation has 

. •"• ·molie¥ · to ~ loan to farmers. and industries, 
~ - .,w.,e -·.shall J ?e having not only agricultural 

'·;,_ -"'~?.6ten~ibn :but also industrial expansion and 
.iJ.;j !'ilie;e~~:~~reasing the earning capacity of our 
~ . ~eopl_~C..' -· 1• :r 

· · · ffih~~f.hon~ Member for Ibadan East : (Mr 
\ Fa : ay~de) spoke of'the frequency with which 

· $fa~~ for:~supplementary provision. I think 
· ·-~t is ;a' welcome thing because it shows there 

is ~-' progress. . Vi,T e do not ask for money 
w'hkh'' we know we- rannot spend and when 
we, know~,t,hat there is neecl to spend more 
.nioney· . w~ :lask for it. As to how we spend 

· . · the· ·.moriey-;_-,the Accountant-Generar is the 
1 • GoY.ernmenh Agent ' for ke~ing a watchful 
· _eyeion'- olir,finances . _He h~ - issued a report 
--~ wlllch:wc.-have laid on the T le here . Mem-

. bers .:willt find that all the money is properly 
sp-ent . and ~that the Governmen~ is not doing · 
one . thing' and telling Members a different 
thing in ·th~ House here. If we want progress 

' in1.this Rygion we must be prepared to vote 
money: - (Interruption) 

... ~·_.<t 

· ·"\Ve ·ma.kf! provision for the money voted for 
the Corj::i.oration and the Corporation invests it 
so that . we >can improve this Region'. I am 
sure that .::·1Members will agree that the 
method · of improving this I{egion has been 
very · successful indeed. Members know, 

-when they : came t o Ibadan some years ago, 
(':. wh'at Ibadan was like then but if we look round 

/ \. today and see the result of the new develop
\ ;) ments achieved .I fee l that Members will even 

._:) c:ongratulate themselves that dur.ing their life 
time these things have happened. 

Although the points have been covered -I 
am not satisfied and I think I should say some
thing to the new' Member who took his seat 
here yesterday, about the dissolution of the 
Ibadan District Council. There is no inten
tion on our part to obstruct: the council. 
What caused the whole trouble before was 
that things have not been done p roperly as 
they should be done, and I should like, to call 
the attentibn of tbe new m an to the statement 
'he made here this morning. He has told us 
here that , their arrears were not ?.S high as 
£260,000. · ' V\lTell, we have a! report from the 
Ibadan District Council. We knew, and 
have alyvays known this, that' during election. 

·i' members of the N CNC in Ibadan ·prom ised 

i· 

I ' 

•/ 
• .t 

their followers that if d\ey got into Ibadan 
Council they would neither levy rates nor 
collect arrears. · 

Opposition : ) No ! No ! 

Government Benches : YJs! Yes l 

Chief Akran : This morning the hon. 
Member for ·Ibadan South told the House that 
itis not the responsibility of the new Council to 
collect arrears, and if they have done anything 
at all to collect .a single penny that has been · 
due to the efforts of the Regional G ' · 
We have tied them to that and they 
collect the money. We will make sure 
they make an attempt and if they con 
with the attempt I am sure all the money 
come in. 

. I think all the other points Mr Speaker, 
have been satisfactorily ans.wer'ed, and after . 
a serious attack the Member has ended by' 
saying "I support" and I hope we shall now), 
have progress and that •the business of the 
House will be speedily finished. . · 

Mr'Speaker, ·sir, I beg to mo've that the Bill . 
be read a Second time. · 

Question again proposed. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read the Second ti?ne and 
ordered for Committee now. ' 

House in Committee of Supply 

HEAD 322.-PREMIER'S OFFICE 

Question proposed that 'the sum. of 
form part of the Schedule. . · 

Question put and agreed to. 

HEAD 324.-ELECTORAL CoMMISsrimER's : 
OFFICE 

Question proposed that the sum 
form part of the Schedule. 

Question ·put and agreed to. 

HEAD 32~.-JUDICIAL 

Question proposed that the sum of £643 form 
part of the Schedule. · ·:. 

Ques'tion put and agreed to . 

HEAD 329.-MINISTRY oF EcoNOMIC .; 
PLANNING 

Question proposed that the ~·um of £622 forp -
part of the Schedule. 

Question put and agreed to. 
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Chief Oputa-Otutu: Mr Chairman, Sir, . 
I would like to make a very short comment on 
the reply made by the Minister of 'Economic 

' Planning to n1y demand for explanations 
about the £1 million invd .ted in the N~tional 
Bank of Nigeria and the Cameroons. •Mr 
Chairman, Sir ..... . .. . (Intermptions from 
Government Benches). 

Mr P. A. Afolabi: Mr Chairman, Sir, I 
would like to say a few words undjt r Expendi
ture. When I read the Repof~ · of the 
Accountant-General, Western Re~ion, for 
the financial year 1957-58, · I . discovered 

• that on the debit side of the Statement of 
Bahmces uf Motor Vehicle Advan!!es as at 

- 1!11 J lst March, 1957, was a very sorry figure, 
.becau~e out 9f the total sum of£ 4 77,160 16s 5d 
only £11,107 17s 4d has been paid. May I 
call on the 1\!Iinister of Finance to make 
s~me definite effort to see that these monies 
are · paid, and I would like to know what are 
his methods for enforcing payinents of these 
advances . 

Question prop~sed. 
Question put and agreed to. 

HEAD 335.-lVliNISTRY OF Horvm AFFAIRS 

Question proposed that the sum of £6,500 
form part of the ,Schedule. 

Question put and agreed to. 

HEAD 342.-LocAL GovERNMENT 
. SERVICE BOARD 

Question proposed that the sum of £8,010 
form part of the Schedule. 

Question put and agreed to. 

HEAD 701.-BurLDINGS 

Question proposed that t!te sum of -£280,208 
form part of the Schedule. 

Question put .a11d agreed to. 

HEAD 702.-ROADS AND BHIDGES 

Question p roposed that the sum of £404,715 
under Head 702 form part of the Schedule. 

Mr P. V. Okwesa : Mr Chairman, Sir, I 
wish to make some relevant remarks in 
connection with . the subject of road and 
bridge construction. Several times· in this 

· House, we have made appea Is t o this Govern- · 
ment to give some thought to the question of 
constructing roads in Aboh Division . Even 
though the money comes from the Public 
Fund, some prescribed areas in the Region 
arc being. cared for >vhile other areas arc 
entirely neglected. I c;ite ~he instance of 
Aboh Division. If there is any area where 
road and bridge construction is very neces
sary, it is Aboh Division, particularly 
Ndosimili District. Not one mile of road is 
tarred · and the Ashaka-Utagba-Ogbi-Ahraka 

road is . the mam outlet for the people of 
Aboh Division . There · is another road 
to Asaba which can be de·v.eloped. If that 
road is developed, the jou.rney from Abolt to 
Onitsha will take one day instead of the two 
days which it takes at present. I do not 
know why every time the Governm ent 
makes its Road Development Scheme Aboh 
is forgotten or n eglec ted. vVhat I am s::ying 
is that Aboh Division should · have a fair 
share of the Road D.evelopment Schem:e. . . . 

Chief Oputa-Otutu : Mr Chairman, ' Sir, 
I would like us to be as brief as . possible. 
What touches the minqs of a large proportion 
of the people of this Region is ~he p rovision of · 
roads. Good roads make peop le earn th eir 
livelihood ; they have to transport their· 
con;1modities to places where they .·can sell , 
them at good prices. Sir, it is therefore 
necessary that I should have to emphasise 
the n eed for good roads, and support the' 
statement made by the last speaker in connec
tion with Aboh Division. vVe have appealed 
several times on the floor of this House fo r the · 
tarring of at least one of our roads so that it. 
may be possible for Government offiicials 
and perhaps Ministers who visit that area. to 
travel conveniently. I am happy, however, 
Sir, that the Minorities Commission has 
V·indicated our claim that our roads have been 
neglected and that in future. this Governm ent 
should be spending more per mile on the 
roads in the Midwest. Mr Chairman, I feel · 
that more of our money should be spent on · 
roads and not on investments in the National 
Bank. (laughter) . 

Question put and agreed to. 
HEAD. 703.- UnBAN WATER · SuPPLIES 

Mr A. E. 0. lsedeh.: Mr Chairman, Sir, 
water supply in Agbor has been a long 
standing. matter. For over fou r years n ow 
th e construction of pipes has b een pending 
and till the present day it has not been com p
leted . The people in this area have to pay 
for water. . 

(). ' Chief Enahoro : Is the hon. M em ber 
saying that there is no water· at all or that it is 
not sufficient ? f\ . 

Mr Isedeh : It is not wicU;:;pread, . and 
the pipes are not adequately c()nstri.lcted. 
Till the present moment, no one has got water 
from there. · . 

Chief Enahoro : 1 myself h ave. 
Mr Isedeh : But it has not b een opened ! 

The Government party must not try to p lay 
politics with this. For a distance of one to 
three miles, the people of this area have to. 
drink brown pond water. But they have been 
clamouring for the extension of the pipes 

: .• 
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ridicule me by pointing to me as Obanla 
elect, jocularly in or any other way. Whether 
I am made a ~hie£ or not, the position 'that 
I perspnally hold today does not appear to me · 
to be inferior to that of any Minister. ·· 

The loan referred to, that is £5,000, was • 
borrowed by a company i.n which I had 
interest long before the Action Gro,up came 
into po·wer; and the company, as I had often 
referred to it, was incorporated by the 
present Premier when he was a law)rer. He ._ 
was employed to do it then. And this '"' 
Company was a pioneer company, the first of' _. 
those to become licensed buying agents in the 
country. The loan of £5,000 is for a ware-: 
house . at Apapa which cost the Company ' 
£8,000 ; it is being used till today by th~ ·. 
Company and even by. A.N.S.E., and when · 
I say "A.N.S.E." Chief Akran knows what f 
mean. I was the l\!Ianaging · Director of the · 
Company .till the beginning of 1"953, when the 
warehouse had long been completed, and since:· .
then the Company has been managed by an ,: 
f'~.ction Group fanatic. I have nothing tci do, '' ' 
with the company today, bu~ my money is · 
there, and therefore I feel it is very irrespons-' · . . 
ible for anybody to refer to this in the way in. 
which it · has been referred to, and I still 
maintain that it shows that the Action Group'§. 
loan policy is defective and partial. ~· 

Question put and agree..d to. 

HEAD 706-0THER 

. NoN-RECURRENT ExPENDITURE 

Qu~stion proposed :'~lhat the. sum of 
£199,859 for Head 706- ';her Non-Recurrent, 
Expenditure-stand part of the schedule. 

Question put and agreed to . • 
Clauses 1 ,· 2, 3, 4 and 5 agreed. to. 

• 
PREAMBL"E AND TITLE 

. ' 
Ouestion proposed that the Preamble 

Tide stand part of the Bil(-

Question put and ag~·eed to. 
l\!Ir Speaker resumed the Chair. , 
Bill reported without amendments, read 'a · 

Third time and passe~. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Chief Enahoro : .l\!Ir Speaker, Sir, l b~g 

to move that the House do now adjourn . . · · ' 

Alhadji Adegbenro Sir, I beg \ to 
second. 

· Question proposed. 
Question put and agreed to.· 

Adjourned accordingly at 
10 a.m. tomorrow, Thursaay, 
1958. 

.' . 
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WESTERN HOUSE OF 
ASSEMBLY . 

, THURSDAY, 4TH SEPTEMBER, 1958 

The House met at 10.00 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

•(Jvfr Speaker in the Chair) 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

Total Revenue and •Expenditure of all 
District Councils in Egba Division 

32/58. Mr F. A. OY.alowo asked the 
· Minister of Local Goven1ment to state the 

total revenue and expenditure of all the 
District Councils in Egba Division and to 

· say whether he considered the ·revenue and 
expenditure of these counc.ils justifiable to 
continue their existence •separately, particu
larly Abeokuta Urban District Council, 
Egba Obafemi District Council and Egba 
Divisional Council. 

The Minister .of Local Government 
(Alhadji D. S. Adegbenro): The total 
.esmated r~venue and expenditure of each 
District Council in the Egba Division for .the 
current financial· year, excluding Imala 
District Council is-

Estimated Estimated 
District Council Rev,enue Expend- · 

' iture 
£ £ 

Abeokuta Urban t.i09,774 102,578 
Egba Odeda 60,027 45,tl-09 
Egba Obafemi 21,395 26,281 
Egba Ikereku 7,259 6,357 
Egba Ifo 60,745 56,648 
Egba Owode 62,175 56,563 
Otta . 80,69ff P 84,508 

The relevant figures in respec~ of Imala 
District Council for the current .financial 
year are not yet available but the estimated 
revenue and. expenditure of the Council for 
1937-58 was-

Revenue-£17,974; 

Expenditure-£18, 188. 
These figures include · Government grants 
and capital expenditure. 

The Local. Government organisation in 
Egba Division was introduced after exhaustive 
enquiry to .ascertain the wishes · of the, 
dectorate and the present councils were 
established to meet ' local needs and at the 
same time provide viable units of local 
government. Their separate exi~tence is 
therefore fully justified on th.e grounds that 
they provide the form 'of local government 
which the electorate desire and therefore the 

form most likely to succeed and that th r~y are 
financially viabl e. This justification applies 
equall,y to the Abeokuta Urban . D istrict 
Council, the Egba-Obafemi District Council 
and the Egba Divisional Council which . is . 
responsibl e for services which it would b e 
uneco.nomic or impracticable fo r the District 
Councils to perform. · 

The present organisation does not preclude 
the amalgamation · of District Councils and 
any proposals to that end ~ ubmitted by any ,of · 
the councils concerped would receive sympa
theFic consideration by my ~ Iinistry. · 

Exclusion of Oppositio~ . Membe rs 

from the Committees or'Etsakor 

District Council 

. 47/58. Mr A. K. Onwude asked the M inis-
ter of Local Government whether he was 
aware of the fact that Opposition M embers . . 
and experienced Chiefs were excluded from 
important committees such as th~ Rate 
Assessment Committee, Finan ce Comm ittee, 
Establishment and All-Purposes Committee_ 
of the Etsakor District Council, a si tu ation · 
which led to the failtire of the Rate Assess- ~ · 
ment Committee of the old .Etsakor District ; 
Council and asked further wl1at the M inister .. . 
intended to do to avert such a situation which 
might lead to financial irn~spons.ibility. 

Alhadji Adegbenro: P etitions . 1-iave . ·.-_ 
been received in my Ministry comp~aining · ~ . ~ _ 
that the Minority Party on the E tsakor ; t --' 
District Council 'is inadequately represented .. · 
on commit tees of the Council an.! the m atter 
is now under consideration . . Shoul d the 
complaint be justified I will consider exercis-
ing my powers unC!er section 48 of the L ocal 
Government Law to ensure that ' both 
political parties are represented on Commit-
tees of the Council iD: the same propor\ion as 
they are repre'sented on the Council. The 
choice of members for sucli · Committees· is, 
however, a matter for the council to decic.k 
aJ;~d I am unable to direct which p ersons 
should sit on those committees. 

The Rate Assessment Committees to which 
the hon. l\1ember also refers is not a Commit-· 
tee of the Council and the. number of mem
bers of such committee,. thier method of 
appointment or selection, and their form of 
office is a matter for determination by the 
Council subject to the approval of the :f.-ocal . 
Government Adviser to whom powers under 

·section 143 (3) of the Local G overnmen t Law 
· have been delegated. 
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Integration of !shan and Afenmai 
Divisions 

· 48/58. Mr OJ}.wude asked the Minister 
of Local Government to say whether he:! was 
aware of the anxiety among the people of 
Afenmai Division ab out the removal · of the 
Divisional Office from. Auchi to Ubiaja and 
also asked if the 'M ini$ter w,ould make a 
statement on the allegation that !shan · and 
Afenmai Divisions were completely integrated 
and that a· Divisionai Council would be estab- · 
ii.shed at Ubiaja then or in tithe future. 

. . ' 

Alhadji Adegbe11;ro: The question ~s in 
three parts. The answer to the first part is, 
No, · Sir: . The pQsi tion was explained to a 
delegation in~luding the bon. Member which 
visited the Ministry in July this year and as the 
delegation appeared to b e "vell satisfied with 

··the explamtti9n given I had · reason to hope 
;;hat,. if any ·,.misunderstanding had existed, 

'.the delegation on .their return to Afenmai 
would· have.:',explained the position · to the 

·electorate. Hit is the policy of this Govern
.ment to·~withdraw the Field Staff of the 
Ministr:Y~19f ·Loc.al Government from the 
Divisions :;as·tcouncils become competent to 

. manage ~· th~~~· ; own affairs ·without direct 
supervisiob.', ·~ the duties, other than local 
g<:vernment!"duties, p erformed by Divisional 

. _~dvisers thereafter being entrusted to the 
councils .or ·to·· other governmetl.t officers. 

~· . 

In reply t~- the second part of the question 
I do not agree that the Press R elease issued 
by my ,.Ministry was misle<(~\ ng but I am 
aware tl}.at'· a.tJeast one newsp aJ~i' published an 
a1:count of·~ the re-organisation which· was 
both inaccu~ate and misleading. ~ . 

In reply to the third part I can assure the 
-hon. lVIember that the re-organ isation of the 
Ministry of Local G overnment Field Staff 
will in no way affect the local government 
structure in the Region and in particular the 
coun_cils in the Afenmai and !shan Di'-';isions. 

Customary Co'u.rts in Afenmai Division · 

49/58. Mr Onwude asked the Minister 
cf Justice to state w hen Customary. Courts 

((.__ would be established in Afen:nn.i Division and 
i i and to say whether the estabhs.lcment could be 

) expedited i~· view of the fact. t~at the Divi
.:.1 sional Adv1ser had been w1thdrawn from 

Afenmai Division. 

The Minister of J ustice and Attorn~y
Genet·al (Chief F. R. A. Williams):· The 
Customary ·Courts Law is expected to be 
applied .to Afenmai Division on the 1st of 
October, 1958. As there is :no connection 

· whatsoever between the establishment of 
Customary Courts and the withdrawal of the 

Divisional Adviser in Afenmai, and as 1st 
October, '1958 is so close, I do not consider 
that the second p,art of the question arises . 

BUSINESS MOTIONS 
The Minister of . Home Affairs and 

Midwest Affairs . (Chief A. Enahoro) : ' 
M r Speaker I beg ·to move the Motion 
standin.g in my namtt and to indicate, 
Sir, that after the tw~ Motions . on the 
Order Paper, and at th<! pleasure of the 
Speaker, there will be a short break, and then 
we re-assembled and continue till about - • 
2.30 p.m. ·If we have not finished our.~, · 
business by 2.30 p.m. we shall c·ome here later · 
in the evening and refnain till about 2.30 p.tn: -
and conclude our business. 1 i; -. 

' ,( 

Chief Williams: I ~eg to second. 

Question proposed. 

Question put rmd agreed to. 

Chief Enahoro: Mr Speaker I beg to . 
move that at its rising this day the House wilL · .. 
adjourn sine die. · · ·.' 

Chie f Williams: I beg to second. 
Question proposed. 
Question put and agreed to. 

DISSOLUTION OF THE HOUSE 
. . ~L • 

Chief F. Oputa-Otutu: Mr •Speaker, I '.,., . 
rise to move the Motion standing in my name> .: 
Mr Speaker, I should like to read the . , 
Motion, Sir. • . -. 

"That this hon. House calls op the West "' : 
Regional Government of the F,ederation of . · 
Nigeria to resign forthwith and seek a fresh • ~ 1 

mandate from the people before the next ·:: 
Constitutional Conference convenes as it '· • 
has lost the confidence of the ~people of ... ,, 
the Region by its unsatisfactory conduct · 
of the last Local Government Elections". · 

Chief Williams: On a point of Order; 
I dori. ' t think it is proper for hon. Gentleman 
before you to stand up with a cap on his head: 
In oui:- own case it is a part of our dress. · 
(Laughter) .. . ... If this is pen'nitted, Sir, some- · 
body might come before you w.ith a' straw hat .~ 
or bowler hat. 

' Mr Speaker: Perhaps the hon. Gentle-~·· 
man will have something to say about it. '• '' · 

Chief Oputa-Otutu: It is an oriental 
form of dress. (Laughter). (Chief Otutu 
removed the cap). The Motion is that this 
House calls· on the West Regional Govern- · . 
ment of the Federation to seek a fresh mandate · ' 
before the next consitutional conference as· it ' ~ 1 
has lost the confidence of the people of this ' 
Region by its unsatisfactory conduct of the. 
last Local Government elections, in that it 
violated all the fundamental principles of • 

. , . 
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demoratic elections, and in particular, Sir, by 
, fixing election dates to the disadvantages of 
some p olitical p arties not being the Govern

party; by ·its use of power of amending 
and ain endi ng instr!Jments of certain councils, 
to inj ec t therein certain traditional members 

. owing allegiance to the. Gove11pment Party 
· in order to convert the Government Party 
minority in the said c~ uncils into a !llajority. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, we have a Prime-Minister 
of the Federation · of Nigeria who is a. 
Nigerian; we have the Premiers of the various 
Regions of the Federation who are · also 
Nigerians . The Sp eaker of t~is House is a 
Nigerian and also a vVesterner. ? Mr Speaker, 
the . Chief Justice of the Fed~ration is a 
Nigerian; we have an all African Executive 
Council presided over by an African, who is 
·!llso a Nigerian and a Westerner. Mr 
Speaker Sir, these are achievements for which 
we should be proud: 

And therefore, Sir, any attempt from any 
quarter to portray this. country or the people 
of 'this country as being unable to govern 
'themselves should . be res.isted, should be 
condemned as irresponsible. This is there
fore the only reason w hy I have decided to 
bring this M.otion before this House. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, in the year 1956, the 
Ibadan District Council was · dissolved. Mr 
Speaker, · Sir, at that time Chief Rotimi 
Williams was the Minister of J tistice and 
Local Government. Well, he is the only 
legislator who is a Member of two Houses, · 
and yet has no constituency. 

Mr Speaker: That is not correct. He 
does not belong to two Houses as a Member. 
He is a Member of the House of Chiefs only. 

Chief Oputa-Otutu: I see. (Interrup
tions .' .. ... ) Mr Speaker., Sir; at that time +.he 
Local Government Law was that the Minister 
had the power to appoint the date or dates for 
Local Gov':! rnment elections . This Minister 
brought an amendment Motion to this House 
and ;;ought the permission of this House to. 
approve that amendment so that elections in · 
the Region could only be held on a date to be 

:-.. · named by this Minister. Mr Speaker, Sir, 
this amendment was accepted, and with this 
amt;ndment, Ibadan District Council, a pro
visional Council, was appointed- in Ibaclan 
and the Ibadan people WP, re kept under the 

, iron heel of this Provisional Council for 
twenty-eight months. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, all the Local Government 
Councils in the Region were .due for election 
in April this year, and hav& taken advantage of 

'that amendment, and have made. use of it. 
That has proved no m ore useful. Another 
Minister came to this H ouse and sought 
to amend the sam¢ laws, and this .time he 
seeks the p ower to appoint a date or dates for 
elections in this Region.· Again, h e took 
advantage of this an d, befoTe the law could 
be p assed in this House,, had already 
appointed dates for the · elections in various 
parts· of the R egion with the co-operation of 
the Nigerian Broadcasting Corporation of the 
Western Region which is dominated by the 
Action Group: Every minute of the day "so 
many Action 'Group members returned", 
" Action Group members unc1Jposeci" were 
reported about areas which the Action G roup 
dominated. And the only reason is to 
demoralise the other NCNC supporter~ in the . 
Region. Mr Speaker, Sir, b efbre then, 
electoral officers were app.ointec;l Secretaries 
of Councils by the Electoral Commissioners. 

·As I said b'ef~re, ninety-niqe per cent of these .. 
Secret aries are Action Group. If you are not 
Action Group you· will certainly never be the 
Secretary of any Local District Coun~il. 
That is why Secretaries of NCNC C~mncils 
have been kicked out. (Interruptions) . . • 

Mr Speaker, to go on, you will see in this •. 
particular case that w ith ,. co-operation of · 
these so-called Electoral 0 rs , the E lectoral' · 
·Commissioner was bei r · J sed as a tool. · · 
(Interruptions) . .... . ! shn' .: ak of this later,.. 
when the time comes. . ... extremely uglY'• 
p erson who was a t oo l of the Action Group .. ·. < 
.. .. .. (Interruptiqn). . . : · 

Chief Enahoro: Mr Speaker, is it in ·_ 
order, Sir, to attack a public servant in this 
House? We are all h on. Gentlemen, · and,.,.'· 
vvhen an hon. Member Of this House indulges 
in language of that sort about another· 
Member, , I think it is ·irrelevant. . · 

Chief Oputa-Otutu: There is a reason 
for it. Now, Sir, as I said b efore, all 
Electoral Officers are appointed by this 
Commissioner, and· these Ej ectoral Officers 
who are Secretaries of these Councils helped 
in ma'ny ways to disqualify NCNC can didates. 
For instance, there is a case where an 
NCNC candidate was disqualified b ecause he 
put down on a nomination paper, "NCNC" 
The Electoral Officer d id not make any , 
correction until the· tim't had expired, ahd 
then said "NCNC'' mi ght mean "no cross ,
no ,crown". This fellow w :~ disqualified. 

Chief Williams: W h\Vre? ~::11 us 
where. 

Chief Oputa-Otutu: vVe know the p lace. 
There are very many other cases of dis
qualification by Electoral Officers; about 

'it ' ~. 
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which I am sure many Mem bers on this side 
. \\rould be able tQ tell the H ouse. 

Now, Sir, this is just the first stage. 
Dates. Advantage , was taken of this rrew 
amendment t9 appoint a da te or dates. So, 
authorised dates mere appointed for elections 
in the Region and the Action Group began to 

.make propaganda and with the co-operation 
,' of the Nigerian Broadcasting ·Corporation 

·began to demoralise the other sections of the 
Region. And so in areas where there are 
NCN.C supporters many people h;:tve been 

.. won over by the Action Group. All these 
· areas are dominated by the Action Group. 

· l\llr Speaker, aga·in, Sir, the Minister 
, indulged in a very low habit. When he was 
not quite .sdre of his Party winning the 

- election or; a majority of seats, he postponed 
the election

1 
in some areas. It was done in 

the Ijebu Division. . · 

__ Mr Speaker: Vlili the hon. Gentleman 
unclerstand ,...clearly that he must not impute 
motives " to. the aqipn of the Minister-
improper:n1otive in fad. (1) 

Chief · Oputa-Otutu: 1 ~{1y I have an 
explanation; · I do not understand you, Sir. 

Mr Sp'~aker : You said B1e Minister 
did something with a view to prejudicing the 
interests -of .certain people. 

Chief. Oputa-Otutu: That is exactly 
what I mean. I am trying to explain it, Sir. 
If I c~plai!l it, I think you "''ill be satisfied. 

~ 
I l-

. Tl-iat is ,.;hat I am trying to do. I said there 
was an -: i.nstance in Ijebu-Ode Division, 
because it :was understood that at that time, 
the Action Group Party 'had not succeeded in 
ge,tting hoJd of the number of seats in the 
Council to · form a majority, and the election 
was postponed in that area and no reason was 
given, according to the Nigerian Broadcasting 
-Corporation; there was no reason why the 
election should have been postponed. And 
the election in Asaba D ivision, or Onitsha 
District Council- the date of the · ele'ction 
was postp0ned · in that area. Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I think this was a very base action. 

\ •' I 
:] 

Now, Sir, when all this have been done in 
an NCNC Council, and the· Action Group 
has still not gained a majority in the Council, 
again the Minister comes back and says, 
Why should this Council remain NCNC? . 

Many people ·were invited from that area 
to Ibadan. · And again, you find gazetted 
within 24 hours fictitious titles, and tradi
tional members are then injected il'lto these 
Councils. Again , Sir, it happened in my 

own Division. After ~he election of the 
first Council the posititJ1<f pf the Parties was 
NCNC 22, Action Group 9 and Indepen
dents 7-an overall majority of 6. 19 contes
ted with the NCNC symbols and 3 signed 
pledges with the NCNC, so we did not put 
candidates here. • · .. 

So we were 22 NCNC mem h rs; only 9 
Action Group members won. Independents 
7. So as a matter of fact the NCNC had an 
overall majority of six' so that during the 
election of th.e Chairman which was . to have 
taken place on 1st May, it was expected : 
in many democratic quarters that an N8NC ' 
man would be returned as Chairman· of thn't 
Council. . What happened? The Actiori 
Group members of the Council came _ t o · 
Ibadan and collected £500 with which they· . 
were able to buy over about 3 candidates and 
brought the state of the party to 19 tol9. , 
(Iuterruption: Why didn't you tel{ the Police?). 
The Police can do nothing. 

• Now Sir, again, that date. an election was · 
held and the result was 19 to 19. The . 
Chairman proceeded with the election and. 
suggested that lots be cast. r· was ·elected 
Chairman and presided over the meeting · of .: · 
the Council. Immediately cru.ne a telegram 
from the Minister of. Local Government ' 
acting illegally, stopping further meetings of · 
the Council. (Interruption) . 4he matter ' 
will soon come forward. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, what happened? The 
Minister meanwhile proceeded to amend the 
In s.truments of the Council by injecting 
traditional members (Interruption) (An han. 
Member: Can you give examples?) There ,: 
are other examples. I would like to make · 
one or two comments. ·Now, Sir, I consider 
Chief Enahoro one of the most' prominent 
legislators in this country (Hear! hear!) 
This young man, he plays his politics very · 
well for the emancipation of this country. 
At one. time, Si,r, he made the prison com- · · , 
pound a catering rest house! Members ·of " 
this House all know that. (Laughter) And " 
also I have in some little way been of great 
assistance to him in qis difficult days. 
Perhaps he will rem~mber I have some of his ~ 
letters which he wrote to me, under certain 
circumstances, and also he.received assistance· 
(interruptions). All this Sir,· I don't consider . 
as anything, and in any case I would like you · 
to realise, Sir, that I will never in this Htmse · 
attack him on anything, for in many ways')1e· 
has been beneficial to the country. So I 

. would suggest in his own' interest that ·· he 
should give me a loan. (Laughter). 

Mr "Speaker Sir, the Action Group must. 
control all th<: District Councils at all cost, , 
by hook or crook so they began to inject into 

'· J 
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the Councils traditional memb'ers-the so
called traditional memliers. These tradi
tional members with their so called traditional 
titles were injected into most 'Of the Benin 
Councils and most of the District Councils in 
the Midwest State. (Government B~nches: 
Is the State already cr~ated?) Mr Speaker 
Sir, then comes the scandal of ballot papers 
leaking. Mr Speaker Sir, in this connection 
I >vould like . the Electoral Commissioner to 
come and tell this House why there should be 
such a leakage. 

Chief Williams: To come · to this · 
• House? 

Chief Oputa-.ot'utu: Mr Speaker ·Sir, 
if such a. thing happened in the United 
Kingdom the Prime -Minister would stop that 
election immediately. Ballot papers were 
found in the persons of voters. 

Chief Williams: An NCNC voter? 
( 

Chief Oputa-Otutu: An Action · Qroup 
voter. 

Chief Williams: Where, where? 

Chief Oputa-Otutu: An Action Group 
member was arrested, taken ~ Court and 
the Magistrate refused .any furt~r action on 
this tnatter ("Shame, shame" front'the Govern
ment benches). Mr Speaker 'Sir, this is a fact 
and I was very disappointed to find · that a 
\Vhole book for about 200 ballot papers 
can be found on ;my voter. What is the 
necessity pf proceeding with such an election? 

Mr Speaker: It may be that the 
Magistrate found that .there was no case in 
the allegation. At any rate, the Judiciary 
cannot be attacked here. 

. Chief Oputa-Otutu: Mr Speaker Sir, 
during the Local' Government Election into 
the Ibadan • District Council, an NCNC 
3upporter was subjected . to all sorts of 
molestation and yet these men have the 
impudence to attack the Northern Govern
ment. In Ibadan here you talk about 
democracy. · Charity begins · at home. If 
you cannot practise these things, for goodness' 
sake stop attacking others. It is only in the 
Western Region of Nigeria that supporters of 
political opponents are molested and murder
ed. Please therefore stop talking about 
democracy if things will continue like this. 
Mr Speaker Sir, I understand that the Police 
have 'investigated the. matter and have made 
certain proposals but' because .of the n·ew 
Constitution the Police canno't now initiate 
prosecution (Shame! shame!) Prosecutions 
have now to be initiated by the Director of 
Prosecution and that department is under the . . . 

. 0 ' 
control of the Attorney-General who is Chief 
F. R . A. Williams (sho~.' shame!) Mr 
Speaker Sir, I unclerstancl · rther that there, 
are certain personalities co VlCcted with this 
particular issue and .the Minister is 'using all 
pressure not to !:lave this case prosecuted. 
Mr Speaker Sir, where are we ? (Govern
ment Benches: in Nigeria)' (laugh~er) . Mr 
Speaker Sir, ·where .are we? H ave w e still 
any further hope of NCNC supporters 
expressing their own views without m olesta- . 
tion? 

Chief Williams: What are yo~1 doi~g · 
now, are you not expressing your views, and 
where is the molestation in it? 

Chief Opu.ta-Otutu : I do not know what 
might be my fate tomorrow. W hatever · 
happens ... . .. . .... . 

Government Benches: You will cross · 
the carpet. 

Chief Oputa-Otutu :· In the next . few 
days these men will be goi!)g to the U nited ' 
Kingdom to face that tall, handsome ·man
Lennox-Boyd___:~nd ask for self government 
for Nigeria. We are now living under wo.rse 
conditions than behind the Uon C11rtain.: 
If you belong to a political party other than 
the Action Group

1 
if you do not change your ~· 

vie\;VS, if you fail to do all they do therr , you : . . 
must be killed, and yet you talk about democ- . · 
racy and say you will . go theN orth. to fight for : 
it. Youcannot,eat yo~ . .u cakeandhave it . Now 
we come to' these CustomarY Courts . I am ., 
happy that the Minorities ·commission nave 
considered these COurts irrelevant, that they ... · 
should not be appointed any more. : . 

G o v e r n m e n t Benches: R ea·d it! • · 
Read it !! 

Chief Oputa-Otutu: Mr Speaker , Sir, ' · 
the Minorities Commission has condemned 
that policy. 

Government Benches: \Vhat portion 
of the Report? 

Chief Oputa-Otutu: You kriow, . Sir, to 
read the whole- of 'the report will take the 
whole of my time . 

Government Benches: Read it, read it . 

Mr Speaker: Order: order. · This is 
absolutely irrelevant to the Motion. The . 
Motion is.that the people have lost confi dence · 
in the Government. · Therefore Customary 
Courts have no connection with 'the Motion. 

Chief Oputa-Otutu: I will prove to you 
Sir, that Customllry Courts have some 
connection with the Motion. , This is the 
case . • The people go round to say "vVe are 
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·'the'· .Government, we appo int members of 
' Cqs·to~a&~ 'Co~rts. If. you help us to win 

.tP.i.s. teleffiqn· ... certain ly . we will make r,ou a 
inemo~r ;,of ·.the Customary Court . A 

· htir{died per- cent of all m embers of the 
Ca stomary -: Courts so fa r appointed are 
!Actio.n ·. Group fanatics . The Mii1oritics 

· Commission has rul ed · that no more Custo
ma;f 'GO.urts should be appoint~d. 

Government Ben ches: . Quote the ·por-
tion .of the Report. · . 

. . C)lief Oputa-Otutu: Tl~;o is the report 
of an ·in'dependent Commission . . . 

/ ~Chief .Williams: Ex-Council ()Chairman, 
1 ·wi!Lyou tell us the ci rc·umstances under which 

you: 'were . ~em6ved as Chairman of your 
' Council? · 

Ch ief ·oputa-Otu tu: Just listen, wait 
.and ·r will tell you. I challenge the Minister 
of Locat Governmen t to dis'solve· the Ukuani 
Distri-ct Couqcil today and he will be sur- . 

· prised to find: that not one single member of 
the Action· 'Croup will return to the Council. . ... .... ~} 

Governme-nt Ben ches: 'i7i/hy were you 
,.. remoyed · · from the · Chairm anship· of the 
r \ -pouncil?' ~Tell us. 

t ' ; Chief Oputa-Otutu: I will ' tell ·you what 
,-Jl1appened. I \vas Chairman for three years 

;: ;·1d during ·the last local elections some of 
councillors ~·e_re bought over. 

·chief Williams: So NCNC councillors 
receive bribes? . .' . · • 

·· Chief Oputa-Otutu: One NCNC coun
cillorwas taken to a place and locked up for 
five hours and given money to ·change his 
mind .. 

· Chief · WilJiams : Mr Speaker Sir, I 
hope the hon,.' Member will find witnesses to 
substantiate his statements, especiaiiy these 
instances he is quoting. 

Chief Oputa-'Otutu : Now Sir, yesterday 
I was saying that the sum · o~ . one million 
pounds yvas invested in a Bank. That, 

· money is now bein'g used by the Action 
Group to fight the N CNC supporters 1n this 

. Region and one of the M embers on the 
Government· Bench proceeded to defend . the 
indefensible. 1 This typ e of cleverness-Mr 
Speaker Sir, this · t~'p e of Cl everness-does 
not d~ us any cr~dit . o 

'Government Benches: Does not do 
you any cr~dit: . 

Chie f Oputa:.Otutu : It ·does not do this 
Region any credit, ·1\IIr Speaker, Sir. I have 
been myself banking in Banks· ten years 

i. 
I 
\ l 

before a man like Adeyi knew anything' about 
banking ("Shame, shame!" aud laughter, from 
the Opposition B enches). 

Mr Speaker: Ministers are referred to 
by their portfolios. 

Chief Oputa-Otutu: I am sorry, Sir, 
the. Minister of Trade and Ind1$stry. Mr 
Speaker Sir, the Federal Government is not· 
concerned with these things. All it is con
cerned with is the 'legal side of it. Do we 
agree that we should give u ur money away? 
That is the question which concerns us. 
The m qney belongs to you a.'Jd to me. 
Yesterday in this House you told · us it is a 
Federal Government subject. That is pure 
cleverness. You have no right to take away · 
our money and spend it as you like. You 
must return this money to this Region. 
You have no right to collect taxes from peciple, 
take their money and put it into a banlc · 
You s,1ould not make investments; you can 
save it in the Bank. 

Government Benches: 'iVhat about 
the African Continental Bank? 

Chief Oputa-Otutu: I dori't care what 
bank you use. (One hon. M ember: Not even 
interest?) It is not an investment if you get 
interest. Our F riends do not understand the 
meaning of the word "investment", you 
cannot invest our money, leave it for. about 
five to seven years and keep quiet, and say 
that it is a· Federal matter and that the 
Accountant-General is keeping a · watchful · 
eye. There is ·another investment again at . 
Agbonmagbe Bank. 

Chief Williams: On point. of order, 1s 
all this relevant? I submit, Sir, that the . 
bon. Member is deviating from his Motion. 
His Motion is-

"That this hon. House cal~ on the. West 
Regional Government of the Federation 
of Nigeria to resign forthwith and seek a 
fresh mandate from the people before the 
next . Constitutional Conference convenes 
as it has lost the confidence of the people 
of the Region by its unsatisfactory conduct 
of the last Local Government Elections!" 
This has nothing specifically to do· with the 

National Bank or the' Agbonmagbe Bank, ·.· 
and I submit, Sir, that it •js irrelevant. . 

Chief Oputa-Otutu: · f f;-you wa~t me to 
answer that point ..... ;~ . . . I am saying, Sir, 
that the Action Group Government is using 
our money for these elections to fight NCNC 
supporters. That is the conduct .of the · ·· 
Government. The)point is irrelevant because · 
it deals with the conduct of the Go /ernment. 
The truth Mr Speaker, Sir, is that, a sum of · 
£25,000 has been invested in Agbonmagbe. 
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Bank as fixed deposit, simply because it :is a 
private .bank, and I understand from the 
Daily Service that about ,£40,000 h as been 

:~. · stolen from that Bank. · I cannot say whether 
' there is any penny out of the £25,000 

remaining in that Bank. (Interruptions). 

The Speaker : ~ay I remind the hon . 
Gentleman that he has two more minutes to 
go. . . 

Chief Oputa-Otutu : . I think I have 
· forty-five minutes. · I started at half past 

ten or at ·a quarter pas.t ten. 

The Speaker : Look at the time. 

Chief Oputa-Otutu : The Action Group 
· members in this Region , do not pay . tax . 
· (Laughter). 

t 

Mr Speaker, Sir, summarising, I have made 
- a number of points ; corruptiop and bribery 

during the elections, no action being taken 
in my constituency ; tampering with ballot 
papers which is one of .the grea~~t. havocs 
I have ~ver heard of in my life. Ip Great 
Britain that sort of thing can never happen, 
or the Prime Minister would stop further 

• elec~ion and appoint a Commission to know 
w these pap·ers got out of the Electoral 

Commissioner's .. Office: How can you do all 
these t!lings ·and then say that .the Election 
was fair and reasonable ? I think almost all 
the seats captured by the Action Group 
wen~ due to the ballot papers, many thousands 
of which have gone out of ,the Electoral 
Commissioner's Office. . I think the Electoral 
Commissioner should explain to this Region 
how these thing~ have happened. If you go 
to him, he will not explain. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I aJso talked about the 
injection of t raditional members. There are 
only a few councils won by the NCNC yet 
you want to inject traditional members in 
order to control these councils. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I also spoke of one man 
being stabbed,· and I wonder what would be 
the fate of the NCNC in this Region. Six 
and a half million people have lost confidence 
in this Government as being able to conduct 
its affairs, and I challenge them to dissolve 
this House and see whether up to five 
members of the Government party will 
survive. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am happy, today, that 
the Minorities Commission has vindicated 
the stand of the NCNC so that in the near 
future, all ei.ections, including local councils, 
will be . considered by a Commission. 

Mr E; 0. Fakayode : Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
nse to support the Mover of this Motion. 

.. 
l\1any Members from this side · have given 
reasons to substantiate the fact that elect ions 
into the various local councils •in this R egion 
were not . properly conducted. In · many 
cases we found that every day these things . 
are practised on a wide scale, · and that the 
Law relating to Local Government were not 
complied with. Despite all these,. the 
Government Party· will not t ell the . ·world 
what they are doing in the Region, other 
than to boast that today you have 126 AG
controllecl Councils and· the NCNC h as only 
two. The Government printed arid p ub - .. 
lished this book known as Sessional Paper 
No. 7 just to glory in the fact that they have 
many more councils than the . . Opposition 
Party, but this is not very true, because any 
achievement must be based 6n fairness aiJ.d 
justice. Therefore, I wish to point out about 
six or eight points in which' we feeL the 
Government has been unfair in the manner 
in which they have conducted the L ocal 
Government Elections in the R egibn. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the first case is one of 
impersonation. Truly, provisions. are m~de 
in the Local Government Law for Impersona . ;.,, 

tion. .Anybody who infringes the L aw is 
liable to punishment. . Before the last Local 
government elections I have ~1:-vays kep t an , : · ', . 
open mind about th~ . allegatwn that . the · 
Action Group are practlsmg fraud at electwns, . 
but . I had a practical experience .· at the 
Olorunda Arun Ward where I was one of the 
polling agents for a candidate . of t.he NCNC . 
at Idi Igba and the other ne1ghbounng .· 
villages. I had to go round to see .what was 
happening and when I got to· I_di Igba, I . 
found that specially printed. Actwn Group 
cards · were being presented by simple 
country women. When these . women came 
forward to vote, I told the Presiding Offic~r . 
that it was improper for any voter to hold a 
card which portrays the political leaning . of 
that voter. The presiding officer, of course, 
in compliance with the La:v, said that my 
objection would be over-ruled, that he would 
allow people to vote even though they held 
party cards, but he agreed :"'ith me ~hat 
where a voter is suspected. of Impersonatwn, 
certain p articulars would be asked of that 
voter, e.g., his name and address . ·I agreed 
with him. The first woman came forward 
holding an AG privately printed card and · 
her name was demanded. She gave her 
true name as Alice A bike whereas , the nnme 
on the card she bore was Rachael Adunola. 
Then the presiding officer asked her again 
what was her station and her address and she 
gave it as Idi Igba while the address on the 
card was Olorunda · Village.- Then, . the 
presiding officer, of cours'f: , recorded all 
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ti~ese discrepancies in the record book 
and: tl~e· i woman went off. · We treated 
'twenty cases like t hat on that day, because I 

· remained in the place up till 12 o'clock: If I 
had. ·not been a· Barrister-at-Law .and an 
hon. Member of this H ouse, I would no t 
have had the experience and also the influence 

~· ~o do what I did. Vi/hat woul1 have happened 
"jn 'other polling stations in similar circums

! tan ces would have b een that· the presiding 
· gfficers would allow those women to carry on 

' :tl).e . impersonation without· their being 
detected because the names on the cards 
ag~eed with the n_ames in the Voters List and 

' tl:lese twenty. women would h ave voted for 
· the Action Group undetected. VIe do not 

take these cases to Court because we have 
defeated the Action Group in such 'a grand 
and wonderful fashion that ..:Ve do not bother 
(Laughte1' !) · nineteen out of fifty-three' ! 1 
The second reason is that we believe that in 
every Goyernment there must be opposition, 
so that there is no need to drive the Action 
Group ·n1e~bers out of the Council, even 
though the~ Action Group members have got 

·into tl1e J badan ' Distri ~rt Council by fraud. 
You will never find any of our cases m 
Court-we: believe in democratic gciyern
J1}-ent., . 

- Mr Speaker,e S lr, ano.ther reason why we 
. . feel the: con duct of the Government was not 

! · . · prop,et: · during the last d ections was the use 
'of . partyJ dards by Action Group members. 

~ • . ('. f- • .... . 
. • The reason why we object was that it 

defeats · the verY. essence of secret voting. 
These people, men and women .hold their 

. . ·y~llow c~rds and they don't hold them secretly, 
so that everybody k_nows for what party they 
are going to vote, It defeats the very essence 
Of secret : voting . . 'The Law is that voting 
should be secret . \iVherein lies the secrecy 
when. a man has definitely. held out his card 
a,nd comes out and then people .know that 
this is an Action . Group member. This 
sho.ulJ stop. If the Region knows that it 
cannot have an independent electoral officer 
as ' recommended by the Commission for 
Minorities, then it 'shouli appoint electoral 
officers rightaw.ay from th(n' ederal Territory. 
("Ah I ah !_!"from GovenVilent B enches). 

The third reason why we object is because 
of the uil'satisfactory conduct ~ the· last local 
government ·elect ions. As has been ·said by 
the .Mover of this l\1otion, in a ward, one 
Mr Asani who was a presiding officer slept 
in the bush before the d ay of the election and 
an Action Group mem.ber "\VhO was also a 
ca.nclidate, fortunately a barrist~r-at-law, 
slept also . in . the bush on the same d ay . 

When vve heard this, what we did >vas that 
we asked hon. Salami Lalere to be in charge 
of 9lojuoro ward. 

Government Benches 
in the bush as well ? 

Did · he sleep 

Mr Fakayode : ,I Ic cli'J not sleep in the 
bush. He was not in the conspiracy. In the 
morning, when the presiding officer came, 
there .was also another villager who was a 
polling agent who said to the two of them, 
"you can't start your duty unless we search . 

· you". The presiding officer said, "No", -~ 
"I will not allow myself to be searched". He 
was the governor of the station and therefore 
·above being searched. Of course hon. · 
Salami · would not yield. There was good 
reason to search the presiding officer who had •. -
control of the· ballot papers and the boxes ·.' 
also. And he was searched and to his ~ 
disgrace a number of ·ballot papers well over . 
one hundred were found on him. : 

Opposition Members : Shame ! shame ! ! -: 
'· . 

Mr Fakayode : q<fle Action· Group can- · 
did ate of course, becam~ shy of the situation 
because he knew now that we had caught 
him. The said that he · h ad not asked 
anybody · to keep ballot papers , for 
him. Mr Speaker Sir, that election was made 
a matter for bye-election. When the matter. 
went to the Police, all we heard' one day was' 
that the Government yvould n.ot proceed with . . 
the prosecu~ion. 

Opposition Members 
That was very serious. 

Shame! 

' Mr Fakayode : Mr Speaker,· Sir, with · 
your permission, 'under section 96 (1) (f) of' ' 
the Electoral Regulations, every person who 
without due authority destroys, takes, open~ 
or otherwise interferes with any ballot box or 
ballot papers then in use for the purpose ofr 
the election shall be guilty of an offence . . · 

. The Law is so · clear. When well over one~ 
hundred papers are founq in ' possessi9n of.~.~ 
somebody, that is an unlawful interference' 
with ballot papers . These are some of th~ 
reasons why Government is feeling shy. ·_to · 
prosecute its own members. . We begin : to 
fear ,whether there is justice _. at all. 

Chief Williams : · If any person will 
swear to an affidavit setting out the fact, I shall 
investigate. ~ · · 

Opposition Members : 
alone will not do. i .-

'Chief Williams : Prosecution eithe~ ··of 
the offender or of the person who made ·the 
false statement. 
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Opposition Members Shame ! shame ! 

Mr Fakayode : Mr Speaker, Sir, here 
we are. The Attorney-General feels very 
reluctant to pronounce the word "prosecu-
tion". · · 

Chief Williams : The question of prose
cution is the responsibility of the Director of 
Public Prosecution. I cannot even undertake 
to say that there will be prosecution if I do 
not know the facts. 

- Mr .Fakayode : The tactics of the 
Goyernment to occupy part 'of my time in 
defendir.g themselves will not be· tolerated, 
5 ir. Now, M Speaker, Sir, furthermore what 
we found at ·Olojuoro as I said, were some 
boys and girls who were below the age of 
voting .coming to the polling station. ·When 
I asked the presiding officer whether they 
came to vote, he said that I should be patient 
until they got to where I was. Mr Speaker, 
if a person is not vigilant these children would 
vote and the presiding officer would just 
connive at the situation. 

Then there is the most s e'~ious case which 
occurred at Oshogbo during the election. 
A former Member · of our pahy, Chief 
Kolawole Balogun, came with his · allegation. 
He ask~d me to accompany him to the 
Electoral Officer. c 

Chief Enahoro : How can we know that 
it is true ? Is it because Mr Balogun has left 
your party? 

Mr · Fakayode: . We are not accusing 
Chief Balogun. The objection is about the 
conduct of the last election which was not 
proper. Chief Balogun came to me and I 
accompanied him to·the office of the E lectoral 
Commissioner. I was . his legal adviser. 

Chief Enahoro· : Here is a Federal 
Minister who requires the ?Ssistan~e of an 
ordinary Member of this House to accompany 
him to the Electoral Coil1111;ssioner. 

Mr Fakayode : When we got to' t{le 
Electoral Commissioner; the facts were that 
25 NCNC candidates were to contest election 
to Oshogbo District Council an·d a day before 
the election . 15 out of these candidates had 
their papers declared invalid on ~c ground 
that their nominators had withdr£w"n their 
nomination. Mr Speak:.:r, Sir, the fact 
behind the withdraw:1l of the nomination .was 

' that. Action Group members in the . night 
l.' llt imidated these nominators by threatening 
either they wol1ld be gaoled for one thing or 
·~i<' other or that they would be pros,ecuted or 
would not have certain amenities, and then 
the n~minators withdrew:. That happened 
a d~y before the election. 

Mr Speaker S ir, under section 37 of the 
Law, there is n o provi sion. tha t where a 
nominator withdraws his nomination , the 
candidate's nomination shall be decla.red 
invalid. \Ve argued this w ith the Electo ral 
<;::ommissioner and he ·said that so long as the 
Electoral Officers h ad so declared, ·he would 
do no other thing th an to com ply. Then I 
asked him whether h e h ad instructed the 
electoral officers in the various dist ricts as 
to the position of declaring n omination p apers 
valid or inv:alid and then ·of course he would 
not answer one way oi· the other. · But we .. 
clearly found out that it was an abuse of the 
powers · vested in the electoral officers in 
favour of the Action G roup, by which NCNC 
nominations can be ' declared invali d on 
account of the withdrawal of the n om inators . 

. There i; no provision for that in the L aw and 
the result was that Action Group candidates 
in Oshogbo were re turned unopposed just 
because the nominators of the N CNC · 
candidates had withdrawn thei-r nominations. , 

Another aspect of the conD1nct was this 
sudden device of injecting t r: itional m em-

. bers into councils. \Vhere tn Governm ent 
party feels that they are being defeat'ed by 
their opponent or are about to be defeated, 
they quickly resort to appointing or ej ecting 
traditional chiefs into the Council. . W ell, 
this is a very serious case, rvir Speaker, Sir. 
I shall not quote the old cases . The m ost 
recent is the case of the Onigbogi who has 
just been appointed as the Ogboni of J .lesha. _ 

Chief Enahoro : How is it relevarit ? 

.. -
: ~i·-.··._' ·.· 
~ ... . t 

:. )•~....:.-
Mr Fakayode : Mr Speaker, Sir, this . · · ~ "1: ' 

Onigbogi was recommended solely by ·the 
Owa. All the kingmakers were not in 
support of the recommendation and, Mr 
Speaker, Sir, everybody is quite. aware of the 
provisions of the Chiefs Law on ·this matter, 
that certain things have to. be done before a 
man is recommended by the head chief to the 
Governor as a chief. · · 

Chief Enahoro ·: . What is the relevancy 
of that to this Motion ? The Ol;tigbogi of 
Ijesha Land was appointed ab~mt two or 
three days ago. The Local Gen eral El ections 
were held several months agQ, and. you are 
trying · to link Onigbogi's appointment w ith 
the Local Government Councils elections. 

Mr Fakayode : The impatience of' the 
Minister of Home Affairs will-definitely make 
him not to see reason. If you exercise a bit 
of patience you will be able to see yvhether · 
or not Onigbogi's appointment is relevant to . 
this matter or not. 
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Chief Enahoro : On point of order, Sir, 
the hon. Member h'as no t beon called upon to 
speal~ pythe · Sp~aker. Unless Mr Speaker 
asks an hon. Member so to do ; he has no 
libyrty.to speak. · 

·• · Mr. Fakayode me to speak. 
Mr Speaker has asked 

Mr.Speaker W ill the h on. Member take 
I}Ote' of the point raised by the hon. 'Minister 

· of Home -Affairs and Midwest Affairs, and 
also .'that he has only · three minutes mor,e to 
go; •'t' '. 

. , ·. IY,Ir Fakayode : Mr Speaker, Sir, during 
...; the'last local elections this m nn the Onigbogi 
• was pro~ised this office. He was promised 

· . . that · if he was able to campaign vigorously 
"' for · the Action Group, · he would surely be 

given this office. · 

I~ Chief Williams : ' ·On po~'nt of informa-
·. · tion-who promised him ? ( 
~ ,_ r / ' 

i, Mr Fakayode : Now the ma!l has been 
,' a·ppointed 'because he is a die-hard supporter 
; :of the Action Group.· ~ 
I . . i ·. 

. 1 . Mr . Speaker : Will the . hon. Member 
1 

' forget about Onigbogi of Ijesha Land ? 

! Mr Fak~yode : A further . point, Mr 
; Speaker, Sir, is this. Ever since the matter 

· i · of elections ·: came to be handled by this 
!. Governmen~.:· we h ave always condemned 

the idea of' prohibi ting the presence of the 
:' Police at tne· polling stations. We of the 
1 'NCNC are ·.opposed to the absence · of the 

r~· Poli.ce who'. Jceep law and order,_ at polling 
1 't<> tatwns. WJ:iy the Government 1s adamant 
:\ ,) tbout this question is because _th~'T k~ow full 

~ well that the ·people that w1ll !nfnnge or 
break election rules are their supporters, so 
they are afraid that · many of their . 
supporters will be 'taken to law courts and 
prosecuted. One thing we are sure of is 
thai: if the Go'vermnerit wants a fair and free 
.election they should allow the . Police to be 
present at the polling stations on election 
days. We of the NCNC want to go to the 
polling stations with clean hearts and clean 
minds. '\Ve do not want to hide ballot 
papers in our pockets, or to get ballot boxes 
filled up with . ballQt papers before polling 
begins. This <)overnmen t does not want 
dean and fair elections so.; that is why they do 
not want the police at the polling stations. 

Lastly, Mr Speaker , Sir, as already pointed 
:out, a man was stabbed to death in Ibadan' 
·!during the last local Plection; for what reason 
'we do not know. He was·. stabbed at 
Oniyanr.in. Here with. me is a. subpoena to 
,appear .as a witness at the inquest on 'this 

I 
I . 
I .. 
I 
I 

I 
I 

.. 

man. This man was stabbed ·; unfortunately 
he was an Ijesha' man. He was stabbed by 
Action Groupers . ·we brought ' this matter 
to the notice of the Police, and the Commi
ssioner told us that he -:>vas tal<ing it up first 
with the Government here and then with the 
Federal Gov,ernment. Why this · inquest . 
now ? · There is no need for an inquest.-

Chief Enahoro : If you let ni.e h11ve that 
paper with you, I dm assure you that before 
the House rises this morning the Commis
sione r will be instructed to fly to Ibadan 
from wherever he may be . 

Mr Fakayode : I will not give this paper 
to you. .It is not your property. 

· Mr Speaker : The hon .. Meamber's time 
1s up. 

Mr Speaker : The lV!otion has not been 
seconded. 

Mr .Fakayode I seconded it at the 
beginning of my speech .. 

Question proposed. 

Mr H. 0. Ozeke: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
rise to speak in support of this Motion 
calling on this House to be dissolved. · Mr 
Speaker, Sir, .r have not got evidence to state, 

· but I·have facts, though they are few. 

I have facts surrounding local affairs which 
make the various communities comprising 
this House not like this Government to con
tinue: The first aspect, Sir-with your 
permission, Mr Speaker, Sir, I would like to 
rhake a few remarks about our feelings about 
this Government in regard to African Inter
nationalism. (Ironic cheers from all sides 
of the House). 

About the local affairs of this Government 
I have this ·to say. This Government has 
failed to realise that the various communities, 
or in other words, ethnic groups, composing 
this Region have . different condition and 
different traditions. It has become apparent . 
by living. evidence Sir, that · the Yoruba 
Cabinet of this Government have designed all 
things they do in this Region in a Yoruba 
fashion, forgetting that other component· 
parts of this Region do demaNd their · exist
ence alike-that they should be treated 
equally with the Y oruba people. It is in the 
tradition of the !jaw men as well as in that of 
the Y oruba peopl~ to have one single king at 
the head of their people. But we . are a ·· 

.socially democratic peopl~ ; we believe in the 
common rights of other people. 

Another aspect is . that this Regional Gov
ernment has established laws which give · 
opportunities to incite. 1c;?thers to · .become 

;-

. -
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money minded . They create ordinary chiefs 
and make them traditional chiefs automat
ically. But do they know what the meaning of 
tradition is ? - · · 

· Government Benches 
want to know. 

Tell us, we 

. 
Mr Ozeke : In this case; Sir, it ' is quite 

apparent .that the Government of this 
country, and in particula! , this Region, is 
trying to tamper with the trqditions of tl'le 
other people in any manner they like in order 
to suit the majority interest of 1!hose who are 
in -the Cabinet. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir,. we the .rl1Anpriti~s, 
wherever we may be, m Olir assoctatHjln With 
this Government, without force disagree with 
the action of this Government and therefore, 
t all ~pon the Regional Government to. resign 

• ' } \ ' 0 

Mr Speaker, Sir, my hon. Friends in the · 
. Governinent ·are saying that the Action 

Group is ruling the ·western Region. I 
would li.ke to tell you that that is one of the 
reasons why we do not want the Government 
to continue. \Ve want a Govern'ment to have 
a clear cut mind ·and be sincere enough to 
carry on their own affairs in a justifiable way, 
in such a sense •that there will be honour 
given to them. I can assure· you, Sir, if 
there is any election in the future the NCNC 
is sure to win in the West. (Cheers from the · 
Opposition Benches) . This is because ' the 
electorate is too· large to be bribed. Our 
councillors in the District Councils and Local 
Councils were given bribes. Thev were 

. bought over. They wen~ deceived.· Their 
nomination fees were paid. There was no 
ample time for us the Opposition to prepare to 
contest the elections. Things were made 
very impossible 'for us, and our supporters 
suffered victimisation. 

l\tir Speaker, Sir, these are very serious 
matters that I am bringing before this hon. 
I:J~use. I alwa·ys base my argument on 
hvmg .facts. In any democratic country 
wh~re we • haYe respect for democracy it is 
·believed that the Government should under
stand the ·grievances of the people concerned. 
F?r a long time there has been a political 
disagreement between the various Ijaws 
now forced to be under Warri Division. 
Protests, demonstrations and . very many 
delegations of Ijaw people have met the 
Minister concerned and demanded that 
m enquiry should . be made, b'ecause 
:hey have no common dealings with Itsekiri · 
Jeople. I_f ~his Government is reaUy holding 
m to their words that the Government is 
milding Local Governn1ent on a solid 

foundation why cannot they settle poli tical 
disagreement between. groups of peop ~e? 
Therefore my people are no m ore \villin g to 
accept this G overnment as an able Govern-

. ment. · 

l\1r Speaker, Sir, very m.any local matters 
have been talked '.lpon by my people and, ·with 
your permission, Sir, I would like to say . a 
few words on this Government's international 
matters . . I will not accept · my fath er's 
command to commit murder in a case where I 
will be hanged or · held responsible, This 
Government should stand on the fe undation 
that will lead us into a prosperous. future. · I 
am saying this-of course, I think it is . also 
the wish of many intelectuals of this country
that after our common yearning for indepen'd
ence . there will be one united force of the 
Africans to protect the African Independent 
countries. On. this poi'nt, while I was .in · 
Ghana I heard about a series of'disagreement' 
between our Premier and the Prime Minister 
of Ghana, and no Action Group Member 
was present at Kumasi at the invitation of the 
Prime Minister of Ghana . · 

We have read from the speeches made by 
the Minister of Home Affairs-and Midwest 
Affairs that the Prime Minister of Ghana was 
interferring with the Government of Nigeria. 
One thing I would like to say; Sir, is that 
the Action Group- Government is the only 
government among the Governments of the 
Federation which is such, a die hard that it h as 
no sympathy for the African struggle fo r a 
united front . That is the inten1ational 
aspect of it, Sir. vVe should live in a . 
prosperous future. vVhy should we as 
members of one Nigeria refuse to take part in 
the activities of the Prime Minister of Ghana 
in respect of a ,united African force . 

I have this forecast, though I am not a 
·prophet. 'It is clearly understood from 
living evidence that all the Governments of 
this Federation are interested in the unity of 
Africa as a whole in order to s::tve themselves 
from what' I may call suffering brought by 
alien people. 

Mr Speaker : I am afraid I have to war n 
the ?on. G~ntlema~ that the()niatter is be-
commg too mternatwnal. · . · 

Mr Ozeke: Mr Speaker, Si r f'_the Local 
.Government structure in this c'iyntry will 
stand as mere caricature and that is why I. am 
asking that this House should be dissolved. 
The most important thir1g is that this House 
must dissolve. In summarising, .Sir, I say 
that the Western Region Government has 
abused the principles of democracy and as a 
resnlt my people are demanding · seriously 

=: 

. '· ·. 

·· , 
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that the Governm ent should seek fresh 
m andate from the people as it has lost the 
confi dence of the people of this Region. 

. ' . 
.Mr J. M. Ariw oriyai : Mr Speaker, Sir, 

when we call oa the Government to resign it is 
left for those of us ca lling on the G overnment 
to res ign to convince the audience either at 
length or in bri \:f that these are . the facts. 
I\!Ir Speaker, Si r, when the Government is 
found guilty of a crime or an offence it is 
always · the Cabinet that is responsible for it. 
What confidence should there be in a Govern
.ment whose Minis ters will say cine thing today 
and another tomorrow! · (Opposition: Shame ! 
Shame ! !) . I am not at the . moment 
prepared to discuss international affairs, but 
I feel I will say' something about one of the 
most important lVIinisters; he is important 
.because he is responsible for the administra-
tration · of justice . (Interruption) . . . . . . .. . Mr 
Speaker, Sir, this is living evidence, and I am 
sure Mr ·. Speaker might · h~ve heard the 
statement ,made by the lVIinistcr of Justice 
and Attorney-G~neral of this Hegion while 

· he was in the United Kingdom. (Inter
ruption). , . 

I s\.i'pp~rt. the idea that Western and 
Eastern "Ijaw should be uni-ted. That is on 
record. When the Minority Commission 
Report was· pub lished officially, F ederal and 

l · Regional · . members of the Action Group 
. ! .. · starte.d to :make ~orriments ~hat it was bad for 

\ · the . Coinmission er:s to coristitute it · into a 
· spe.cial ··at).d .p rivileged . area. What the 

.. · . Commissioners J id w as that they probed 
. into facts' and figures an"J came to the conclu
' sion' that . 1f the revenue derived from the 

·!jaw terri.tory W <\ S sufficient to pay all the 
·Federal Min isters 1 the Governor-General and 
even the"Prime. l\1inister for even five years, 
and the money derived from this area was 

. spent in developing oth(:i areas (in terruptions 
from Govemment Benches).: ...... . 

. Mr Speaker: The horr. Gentleman has 
deviated a great deal from the p oint. This 
is a · matter in which the Goven1ment has 

• been accused of unsatis.factory conduct 
auring the last loc;a l government elections. 
It has notl1ing to ' do with the Minority 
Report . . I hope tli e · hon. G entleman will 
stick to ·that poin t. 

Mr Arlworiya i : I agree, Sir. Now, Sir, 
when we talk about local government 
elections, I did not ·even p(!rticipate in these 
so'-called local · government elections, but I 
saw things for rriyself. .. .. . (intermptions). Mr 
Speaker, Sir, the A_ction Group Government 
during the last local go,fynment elections 
committed certain offen c,V Mr Speaker, 
Sir, it you detailed investigaLion experts to go 

·into some of these offences as far · as the 
\Vestern Ij'dw local government elections are 
c ::> hce rned you would sec that even nomination 
papers were altereJ; reports were loJged with . 
the Police in \Varri, but so many things 
happened. It is only a_ pity, Sir, that you are 
coi1fined to Ibadan and so you • cannot see 
what is going on in other areas (laughter) ...... 
Nomination papers were altered . to suit the 
selfish ends of some people and to entice ·• 
certain elements ...... I am saying categorically 
and emphatically on the floor of this House 
that if this Government still has . the confi.:· 
dence of the electorate it should resign and 
seek a fresh mandate. 

Chief N. R Lebi: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
oppose this Motion on the grounds that it is 
illogical, injudicious, · unbalanced and 
disastrous. It may well be that since the 
mover of this Motion has lost his seat ns 
Chairman of Aboh Council, he has also lost · 
confidence in himself (laughter, · laughter). 
The mover of this Motion has portrayed 

. himself to the people of this Hegion as the 
enemy of progress. What righ~ has a man • 
who lost the confidence of his Council to ask 
for the dissoJution of a most progressive 
Government? The result of the . last local 
government election c:learly demonstrates th.e 
confidence of the people of this Region in 
our Government. · 

lVIr Speaker, Sir, you will permit me at • · 
this stage to advise op~osition Members who 
come into this House 1 that they owe it a 
sacred obligation on their part to discharge 
their duties faithfully to the electorate of this · ·; 
Region. We on this side of the House are 
conscientious inen and we d·on't play politics · 
with the destiny · of this Region. I have · 
li.stened to many poor debates from the other 
side calculated merely to parade their 
erudition . Some of them indulge in gran- , 
diose superabundance of polysyllabic .words ' 
and . some · delight in hearing themselves . 
speak. · · By bringing this Motion into this 
House, the mover has wounded our, pride -on 
this side. We have come into this House to · 
promote the progress, peace and prosperity of 
our people and that. is what this Government · 
has been doing. All the forces of the 
NCNC in the Federation combined cannot 
dissolve this House. Borrow more power 
from the universe, this House will not be 
dissolved. We shall sit tight as we have the 
mandate of the electorate to administer unto 
the people of this Region for five years. 
We shall continue to di,scharge. our c_:luties in 
all sincerity, in all reverence, and with ·strict 
impartiality. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to oppose. 
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Mr V. I. . Amadasun Mr Speaker, Sir, 
have to thank you for giving me an oppor
Inity to say something very gravely about 
1is important Motion. What the mover 
1id is that this han. Hous.e calls on the 
vestern Region Government of the Federa
on of. Nigeria to resign forthwith and 'seek a 
·esh mandate from. the people before the next 
~onstitutional Conference is convened as it 
as lost the confidence of the people of this 
.egion by it•s ir1justic'e and conduct during 
1e last local government elections. I want 
very legislator of this House, Sir, to underline 
1e expression "unsatisfacto~_;y conduct". 
veil, Mr Speaker, Sir, I know that m any able 
Jeakers in this House have narrated .and 
·ilated on those irregularities which make it 
ecessary that the Action Group Government 
f the Western Region should resign, but for 
le purpose of reiteration, r think that .. '.' .. ' . 
r nterruptions) . 

. . 
Mr E. A. Idowu : Mr Speaker~ Sir, Stand

lrder No. 3 (2) says that · a Member may 
Jeak only from the seat allocated to him, 
rovided that .Mr Speaker may change the 
.location from time to time and Standing 
'rder No. 27 (9) says that a Member desiring 
1 · speak shall rise in his place and if called 
pan shall address his observations to Mr 
peaker or Chairman. The Member for 
enin is not in his seat at·the moment, and I 
1ink it will b e prbper, Mr Speaker, to ask 
im to speak from his seat. · (Shouts of "Go 
zck, go bach" from Government Benches). , . ' 

Mr Amadasun : This priviiP.ge has been 
iven me on many occasions. U~fortunately, . ~ 
Ir Speaker, Sir, if I remained in my seat I 
o'uld not be heard. 

(Shouts of "Go back, go back" from Govern
ent Benches). 

~ 

Mr Speaker : The Standing Orderltire 
uite clear, will the hon. Member please 
:tir;- to his seat ? 

1 · IJI A madasun: . Thank you, Sir. (1\!Jr 
:madasun then wen.t to his proper place). 

Jn the last local government elections the 
Jnduct of the Government of the Western 
.egion· was yery unsatisfactory. . I knew that 
mditions in relation to local elections in the 
I est would be unsatisfac;tory when in l\1arch 
1is year the Ministq of Local Government 
1no Lmced that · the Local Government 
ections which prevjously were meant to be 
eld at the same time all over the Region were 
ow to be held at different times and places. 
s a result of this, elections were held in the 
venty-four divisions of the \Vest at differel).t 
tncs . 

This state of affairs has made it possible for 
many election irregularities to be associa ted 
with the last local Government Elections in 
the West. These irregularities were due to 
the following : A m ember for Ibadan. h as 
mentioned the fact that during the last local 
government elections there w ere no policemen 
at the Polling Stations . I w ant the . Govern
ment of this Region to t ell m e. for , what 
purpose the P olice exist in a State. 

Government Benches: T o m aintain law 
and order. 

Mr Amadasun: One of the irregularities 
practised by the Action Group ~civernment . 
is the appointment of Secretaries and Secre~ 
tary-Treasurers as Electoral Officers . After 
all, we are' all human beings, and 'P) e know 
how we go about our livelihood. I1;Jerms of 
the Regional Law, Secretaries and Secretary -' · 
Treasurers are not at all in control of Local 

. 'Government Councils. They are under the 
control of the Action Group Governm.ent. 
The result was that during the last local 
government elections, when they were made 
Electoral Officers, many of the candidates of 
the NCNC were disqualified simply because . 
they did not affix their thumb impressions in · 
a certain way-either vertically or horizon~ 
tally-or because there was a stain of ink at 
the back of the nomination paper. If the 

· Divisional Officers or, shall I .·say expatriates, 
had been made Electoral Officers it would 
have been impossible for the suppOrters of 
the Action Group to go to polling stations 
with ballot papers or to terrify many qf the 
people and get. them disqualified. · . 

If you read through the report of the 
~lectoral Commissioner on the ·Western 
Region Local Governm~Qt Elections, 1958-
Sessional P aper No. 7 of .1958, paragraph 7-
you will see that it is written clear~ as 
follows : 

"All Electoral Officers and Assistant 
Electoral Officers, Retu"rning Officers and .. 
Assistant Returning Officers were appointed 
Electoral Officers under delegated powers, 
and these appointments published in 'the 
Regional Gazette. • In the majority of 

" ' cases . . ..... .. 

(I want h on. M embers to underline this 
phrase). • 

.... . .. . . ''these are .. . . . .... Secretaries or T rea-
surers of Local Government · Councils 
concerned.'' 

Government Benches 
with that ? 

\Vhat is wrong 

Mr Amadasun : want to show that 
they are all servants · of the Actibn Group 
Government and that they could easily 
disqualify other candidates. 
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[MR AMADASUN) . 
Another resu'lt · of ·this irregularity. is that, 

according to the Electoral Commissioner 
himself, · mai1y_ of the Secretaries and' 
Secretary /Tr_easurers vi'ho disqualified N CN C 
candidates were not well educated, h ave no 
experience, and could · not interpret the 
Electoral Regulat ions. B«causc of the pres
ence of these irregu larities, tribalism was at 
its worst. Also many Action -Group Mem
bers had the op portuni.ty of- tampering with 
ballot boxes and putting· into 'them .fictitious 

• : ballot papers. In consequence of this, there 
· .were ' many fights and disturbances at the 

polling· stations during ·the las t electio.ns. 
Law and 'o'rder " ias at its worst during the last 

· local government elections. The report of 
·the'Electoral Com missioner alleging that only 
eight _cas~s ; were kimwn of interruptions to 
polling o'n 'accoun t 'Of violence is wrong and 
misle?-ding>. · In my own Division there were 
many violent attacks among political parties, 
owing p~iri"cipally to the absence of the Police. 

·'"· :w··· -',· ·. . 
Polling· in the vV es tern · Region elections 

were h eld in twenty-four Divisions for 5,111 
electoral .. seats. T hese seats were . contested 

• .. , by 7,586: can'didates, · out of whom 2,564 were 
returned ~· unopposed. v\f)at I want to 
ein.pljasise"~ here is the nu dJ.:> er of candidates 
returne(L:unopposed in the Region. · 2,564. 
'Th:,ere is :no plac~ in the wodd ~vhere you can 

. get. 2,56.f ',candidates to be returned un
opposea ... :.1\.hd incidentally, Mr Speaker, Sir, 
99 per cent~. of the people returned are Action . 
Group candidates . How were these Action 
Group· c~rrd.idates returned unopposed ? 

· · ': GOv~rn~ent Benches : · Confidence. 

Mr ~adasun : . What -I understand the 
position to be is this. In an area or ward Mr 
"B" would stand i!S a candidate of the NCNC 

f. aru:i then, ·if there is no other candidate to 
· contest on ··any other political platform, then 

"\ he · is . recognised as returne.d · unopp osed. 
''j Hov,r in the, last elections were . 2,564 people 

returned unopposed ? Even the Electoral 
Commi&sioner him self inade m ention of this. 
With your permission, Sir, I shall tead. 
Paragraph ' 15, _se;t.i.on 30-

. ".: ....... the 2,564 wards,.,in each of them 
one candidate was validly nominated and 
declared to have been elected unopposed 
and the number of votes . .. . ... .. " and so on. 

Sir, I am telling you that out of this number 
not more than' 100 .of the candidates supposed 

.to be returned opposed were candidates of the 
NCNC. · Electoral Officers drawn from local 
council• •~e more or less Action Group_ agents . 

If the elections had been free and fair, the 
Action Group couldm ot, out of 156 councils 
in the Region have oa~tured so many seats. 

Another aspect of 
1
past elections which t 

renders the conduct of the R egional Govern- -. 
mcnt quesfionable is the 'injection of tradi· '• 
tiona! chiefs into council~ , principally in 
Benin. This il:; contrary to section 7 of the 
Local Government Law, 1957 , made by the 
Minister of Local Government, but which he 
does not want to follow, the .reason for which ··.-
I do not kn,ow. It re'ads in part-

"7. (1). Subject to the provisions of this _ 
section, the Governor in Council may, by. · · · , 
further Instrument, amend the Instrument . . 1 
es tablishing any council with respect to any .: 
matter for which provision may be made:, ' 
by Instrument under this Law. . · :~ ··· . 

(3) Before making an amendment in any · ·~' j' 
of the respects specified in sub-section (2) ·.; h 

of this section the Governor in Council · . · 
shall~ 

(a) cause to be publish~d in the area 
concerned n a t less than thirty clear days' 
notice of his intention to exercise his 
powers under this ~ection ; " 

In the Iyekovbia area and others. for example, 
there was no notice publishe1 of any inten
tion 6f the Council to inject anybody ! 

"(b) give an opportunity to the council 
concerned to make repre~ntations 'to 
him in writing ;" · 

No opportunity was g1ven to any of the 
Councils ! . 

"(c)· and cause such inqmnes to 'be 
made as he may seem desirable for the 
purpose of ascertaining the wishes of the · 
inhabitants of the · area concerned." 

Nothing like that was done ; instead 31 so
call ed traditional m embers are to be injected 
by the Minister of Local Government into 
the Councils purposely to be able to capture 
the Berlin Divisional Council. This injection 
is contrary to section 7 of the Local Govern- . 
ment Law, 1957, and to section· 4 of the· 
Chiefs Law, 1957, which I shall not bother to 
read. 

What I want to point out from this section 
i.s that it is not the Oba of Benin who has 
power to appoint chiefs . but the people 
themsdves . The Minister of Local · Goven1-
ment has to tell this House where those 
injected members were appointed ; he has 

·also to show whether they were appointed by 
the P resc ribed Authority. J\ll this i~ against 
the Chiefs Law. The Law says that the 
people should appoint the minor. chiefs and 
that the. Prescribed Authority should approve 
of the appointment. 

•. 
J 
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· (MR AMADASUN] 

. Mr Speaker, Sir, a lot has been said · abQUt 
• sl~ve d~aling in politics in this Region. By 

n· ;'.thiS I mean that, up to this very moment that 
I am standing in this House, elections, which 

~ · vyere first held on the 17th of May, are still 
· going on ir: Benin . . By that I meafl?t~at in all 
the Counctls we had about 32 candidates who 
were . successful, but by the follo0ing day 
about 7 of them had been bribed out with 
aboi1t £200 each. (Shame ! Shame ! !). . And 
·11ese irregularities arise from the injection of 

, traditional chiefs, minor traditional chiefs, 
chiefs who do not enjoy the people's consen't 
and who have no votes from the areas con
cerned .. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am very sorry for the 
Premier because he is not responsible for all 
these things. That is why I am very sorry. 
Apart from the Premier this House should be 
.dissolved in accordance with the words of this 
Motion. 

Mr Speaker, I beg to support the Motion. 

Mr H. Uwaifo : I wa.nt to ·reply to the 
points made by my Friend from Benin 
Central about the injection of Chiefs into 
local councils, I want to say that the Chiefs 
were not appointed only a few months ago, 
they were existing chiefs in that district. 

Mr Enahoro : Mr Speaker, Sir, the true 
voice from Benin ! (laughter). 

Mr Uwaifo: We have district · chiefs in 
Benin. There is a place in Benin called Udo, 
almost all the titles that exist in Benin City 
are . there. The Local Government Law 
lays it> down ·that the councils must 

. comprise elected members and traditional 
members, and for that reason the Oba found 
it necessary that these people should fill the 
vacancies · and they were •accordingly asked 
to do so. The only trouble with my NCNC · 
Friends is this. I was with the'm then. 
They had wanted certain ritembers of the 
public to be elected to fill the traditional 
seats whether they ·were the right .people or 
not. I know I shall be very unpopular with 
them in Benin for saying this. If those 
whom they wanted had be.en appointed by 
the Oba my NCNC . Friends wolld h1ve 
been very happy even though they were not 
the right men to be appointed. The Oba 
would not min<.t' whether you arc his son 
or b.-other but if you are the next man for the 
position he will give · it to you. When my 
Friend, the 1\llember for Benin Central, was 
the Chairman of the Benin ·bivisional 
Council the NCNG pilt · forward certain 
people for. the seats. It turned out that 

these pe.ople did not suc·ceed. I · say that 
the Oba acted very rightly and ·I therefore 
oppose the Motion. · 

Mr P. A. Afolabi : Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
rise to support the Motion ably m~ved b y my · 
hon. Colleague. Doubtless the Wescern 
Region Government by its devio~1s ways arid 
methods has proved itself. incapable of 
ruling· a peace-living people and a dem.ocratic 
state . 

The equality ,of the individual nnd · the 
inviolability of his several rights are premises 
to the establishmen~ of justice and the 
securing of the blessings of liberty. Also · 
essential to the attainment of these objectives , 
is the supremacy of the Law. No indivic}ual 
or group, regardless of wealth, power, or 
circumstance, may defy it. And no person, · 
for any reason, may be denied its protection. 
But what is our daily experience in this Region 
during elections ? It is the \.ttter disregard 
of the laws made and passed by the Govern
ment itself. Electoral laws are totally ignored 
and flouted in order to secure advantage over. 
rival political parties. It has been experien
c.ed that the Organising Secretary of the 
Action Group party went about overnighc 
persuading candidates and . nominators who 
had been duly and properly registered before 
the Electoral Officer to withdraw their 
nominations. If the law is good for the 
gander it should also be good for the goose. 
The Action Group prides itself on winning 
so many candidates by fraud. The ignorant 
electorat'e ....... :.... · 

Government Benches : Do you say the 
electorate is ignorant and you expect them to 
vote for you ? . 

Mr Afolabi : Mr Speaker, Sir, I do not 
want these Action Group chorus boys to 
interrupt me when I am speaking. 

Q, 

The last election was a scandal of the .· 
highest order in a democratic self-govern ing 
country. The aim . was to eP/\ench them
selves perpetually in power. AL/ cry form of 
jerrymander, fraud, impersonation, chicanery 
and cunning have been practised by the 
Government Party which has called upon the 
electorate to come forward and e1ect represen~ 
tatives of their choice. And it is the same 
Government that places obstacles in the 
way of free an:i fair elections by adopting 
foul means, cncournging thefts, deceir, 
bribery and downright dishonesty, distribut
ing ballot papers a i infinitum here and .there 
among its supporters, with the assistance of 
partisan election staff and officials from . the 
Action Group, . cleverly schooled · in the 
practice of election frauds. That is why it is 
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a disgrace that the A ction. ffi roup has won ~nd 
is controlling many cow \I.Js today. · 

It' is laid down and it · was observed in 
other places that nomination p·aper!) must be 
submittetl. by the ·candidates a~companied by 
their nominators. In other places where the 
nomination papers were returned without the 
nominators the candidates of the Action 
Group were returned unopposed. In this 
particular instance all , the . Action Group 
candidates in that area had their nomination 

, papers return.ed by one person, and that was 
the hon. · Member for tha,t area, and what 
happened ? H e happ~ned to be an Action 
Grouper and the nomination papers were 
a~cepted . and 'p assed and although the· 
NCNC Organising Secretary protested and 
got the clerk to certify his objection, these 
candidates of the Action· Group were 

. allowed to contest and nothing more has 
been heard about it. 

For tll~ purpose of being able to control 
the councils Government excluded the police 
from . :polllng stations. It is true ·to say, 
'Mr Speaker, Sir , that since. 1952 the people 

.,of this ~~~gion have not got t_h~ Government 
they wanted. T he last electwn was con
ducted . by the Action Gro.up Government 
mainly 'with a view to controlling all the· 
coun~ils -i_n this Region. 

Mr Speaker, · Sir, we are now on the 
threshold . of independence. In fact we are 
approachmg it today faster than ever before 
and . what' .. guarantees have we got .from the 
Western· Region . Government of Nigeria that 
this independence is going to be . a blessing 
from all angles judging from the ideology and 
performances of the party · now in power in 
this Region ? There is nothing that shows 
pro_mise of happif\ess', peace, equity,. justice, 
fairplay and sympathy f?r the common man. 

All alQng the nistor~ of the Action Group 
Government ·has been a catalogue of oppres
sion and victimisation of anyone who does 
not accept its ideology or belief or who' dares 
to express . contrary opinion or views on 
Government methods or actions. Chiefs arc 
found here .and there, p~rticula'rly in my own 
Div:sion, in the past five years who, because 
of their ·beliefs-because they would not 

· sacrifice ·their consciences .for money or for 
position · under the Action Group-.-:have 
suffered withdrawal of their court .fees and so 
forth. I can mentio~ the case ·of Eleruba 

, . ... : . ... (Interruptions) and the Ekarun . . ...... . 
(Interruptions) I qn still cite many more 
others. · 

They will not grant loans to anyone who 
· does ~at-believe in or belong to their party. He 

must be deprived of , every oppor.tunity to 
earn his living whether in th~ Government 
service mercantile establishments or hi3 own 
private' enterprise . In the a'dministration. of . 
the Region, anybody · who is not an Actwn 
Grouper cannot be considered for holding . h~s 
rightful traditional office, hovvher good lus 
qualifications and entitlement may be. 

Chief Williams: On point of .order, I 
think the. honourable Member is devia.ting 
from the Motion. · He is not saying any
thing about the conduct of the last election: 
All he is saying is about the closing of the door 
to NCNC supporters. 

·Opposition Members: It 1-ras a lot to do 
with the Motion (Interruptions). 

Mr Afolabi: Mr Speaker Sir, the Minis
ter of Justice is afraid to hear about his 
practices. 

Chief Williams : You are wasting the 
time . 

Mr Afolabi : Under a Government such 
as this, can any honest -person clamour for 
complete independence when one remembers 
the way in which the limited powers so far . 
granted by the British Government are being 
used. _by . these tyrants. · Says President 
Eisenhower : (Interruptions)- · 

"Society can expect no contribution to 
world order from a Government controlled 
by aetheistic despots." . , 

Yes, what good can one expect from a Govern
ment that knows not God, a Government tha.t 
is sunk deep in tribal hatred, inconsistency, 
lying, unch~ritablcness · and many other . 
abominations. 

It is true independence is the birthright -of 
every man and woman but if living in abject 
slavery would confer universal principles of 
justice, equity and f?1irplay better than living 
under independence i pevoid of . these prin
ciples then one would jirefer the former. 

It is the legal right of the voters to choose 
a panel of candidates as their representative 
government. To these elected officials, and 
indirectly to .pdministratots appointed by 
elected officials, they delegate certain autho
rity. The manifestation of th1~ power is the 
eJection itself. Anyone who seeks re-eleCtion· 
cannot forget that he 'must give an account of 
his stewardship when he faces the electorates·. 
The day of. political judgement has 'dawned Of). 

the Action Group Government of th~ West, 
and I associate m yself with the moyer of-this · 
Motion that the Action Group should wind· 
up and dissolve the House and give way to a · 
more democratic Government for this. Region. 

The voters, register is a bundle of many 
contradictions, inconsistencies and inaccura
cies. The register is supposed'to have been 
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· properly compiled but is actually notorious 

for the omission of many names of voters 
duly and properly registered during the 
registration period. Names of males and 
females are indicated wrongly in ,the Regist.er, 

I 
~'f" for men and ':m" for females, .with the 
result that many voters were turned away and 
their votes wasted. It is worthy of note that 
the party which is responsible for the compila
tion and publication of the register of voters 

· is none other than the Amalgamated Press. 

Alhadji S. 0. Gbadarnosi: On point of 
Order. There is an action pending in Court 
by the Amalgamated Press against a certain 
press for making a similar allegation. I -don't 
think it is in order to make reference to the 
Amalgamated Press. 

Mr Speaker : Order, order. If such . a 
· matter is sub Judice it will not be allowed to 

be debated here. 

Alhadji Gbadamosi: Mr Speaker, 
Sir, if the performance of the Mover of th e 
Motioq during the course of his speech thi s 
morning 'is taken as a criterion to assess the 
genumeness of his allegation against the 
Government of this Region, we should 
dismiss the Motion for lack of substance. 

In. the course of his speech, the hon. Mover 
made a statement to the effect that the 
Minorities Commission recommended that 
the customary courts in the Region should be 
abolished. He was challenged by hon. 
Members on this side of the House to show 
page and verse where such a recommendation · 
is embodied in the Report. He looked 
through the Report and could find nothing 
of the sort {n it. That is the nature of his 
other wild, frivolous and irresponsible allega
tions against the Government of this ~egion. 
The Minorities Commission did not make 
reco.mmend;tions for the a·bolition of cus
tomary courts . . 

It is indeed a great pity, Sir, · that the 
Mr Afolabi : This situation, Sir, is found seconder of the Motion is a ·lawyer by 

in wards dominated by NCNC!: supporters- profession. It is a greater ~ity that he 
NCNC strongholds. expects a layman like myself to teach him 

. Chief Williams : On point .of informa- what to do when people violate th~ laws of 
t . Tl h M b ' k' f h the count~y. In order to defend t r:! rights wn. 1e on. em er was tal mg o t e 
NCNC. Is _it the reformed NCNC or the and privileges of the people, he olds out 

1· other NCNC ? (Laughter). himself as a political leader ready to serve ; 
. he should have reported the irregularities 

Mr Molabi : When the hon. Minister of · which he alleges to the Police f0r action. 
Justice can tell ine his constituency he can Further still, he could have followed . the 
ask me that. (Opposition Memb~rs :Fire on). example of his colleague by swearing to an 

During the last local election it was my 
experience . to -find one Polling Officer and as 
many as 4 or 5 assistants, some of whom did 
nothing but copy the mimes of voters for 
impersonation by Action Group supporters. 
The d1se was referred to the Electoral · 
Commissioner who ·declar~d that he was 
helpless in the _matter. · 

Government Benches: 
find that? 

- Opposition Members: 
on. 

Where did you 

Don't mind, fire 
( . 

Mr Mo1abi: Mr Speaker, when you 
consider the number of atrocities ,and the 
magnitude of the apprehension already 
exhibited by the speakers in this House on 
'this particular election; orie' could not -lc~roe 
to any other conclusion thari to ask ~he 
Government of the day to pack bag and 
baggage and give room for a better Govern.:. 
menl:. · 

S it!mg suspended. 

$itting reiumed. · 

affidavit. But he did nothing of the sort. 
How he expects the hon. Members of this 
House to take him seriously I cannot 
understand. 

Elections are free, fair and orderly only in 
Divisions or constituencies where the NCNC 
candidates won. That is 'what the bon. 
Member who moved and. seconded this 
Motion wants us to believe. 

The NCNC in my own constituency 
believing that the Court would be as 
irresponsible a.s they are (interr!tPtions) filed 
actions against two Action Group Coun~illors. . • 
Frivolous, wild and irresponsible aHegations 
were made but when they were called upon to 
prove · them they faile'd. vvoefully ·and the 
petitions were dismissed with £210 c;osts. 
(Shouts of "shame ! shame ! shame!", from 
Government B enches). Rather than · help 
their members to pay this .amount they came . 
to this hon, House to bore us with equi:dly 
wild, frivolous and irresponsible allegations· 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I oppose the Motiori: 

Mr D. Atolagbe :· Mr Spe~ker Sir, I oppose 
this Motion. · I oppose it because it is 
frivolous and ill-timed. If ever there was a 
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time when the Actio~ Group Government 
enjoyed the confidence of the people ·of this 
our Region, it is now. Mr Speaker Sir, the 
very last local go.vernment' election which the 
mover has cited .... .. .. . . 

Opposition Members : · Sit down, don't 
read. · 

Mr Atolagbe : The Action Group enjoys 
the fullest support of the vast majority of the 
people of this · Region. The election was 
conducted . under universal adu'It sufferage 
and people voted according to their convic
t1ons. ·. The result- was that the . Action 

. Group won 126 out of a total number of 148 
.. ; ..... . : .. (Opposition Members: By fraud) ..... . 
leaving .. only 22 to the NCNC. This approx
imately is about 90 per cent of the number of 
'councils, ' won by the Action Group. This 
~bows, Mr Speaker Sir, that if we should go 
to the , ·polls · today for a general election, 
accordirig :: to this figure, it shows ·that the 
NCNC, will have, less than 10 people .. ..... .. 

. · O~~~~~tion Memberttl Let us go to the 
p:>ll~ ; .... :L.:: . '\I . 

, ~ · . 

. Mrf ''Atolagbe: Mr Spe~ker Sir, the 
·.questioriz.of irregularity ought~not to come to 
. this House· at all since there are remedies 
provided· for the irregularities. The NC NC 
should have resorted to the remedies if they 
;.mew . that they had sound cases . The 
reason why they have not d one so is simply 
oecause ' their cases are unfounded. 

· ··' ··Mr · . Fakayode : Read on. You have 
been given time to read. 

: .... .. 

Mr Atolagbe : Complaints of irregular-. 
ities are · brought here because they know 
they cari say anything here. (Opposition 
Members : Read louder). ~r Speaker Sir, 
the NCNC have troubles undoubtedly. I 
sympathise with the party. But they cannot 
heal the troubles by laying blame on the 
Action Group. · The proper thing for them 
to do is to examine themselves. If they do 
so, they rhay b'e able to survive .... .. (Interrup -
tions). · 

Opposition Members: . ·Shame! shame! 
you should either sit down or read louder. 

Mr Atolagbe: Mr Speaker Sir, I beg to 
oppose !he Motion. 

Mr F. H. Utbmi: I rise, Mr Speaker Sir, · 
to support this ;Motion with particular 
reference to As aba in Asaba Division. Mr 
Speaker ~ir, . it is very u~~ortunate .. ... .... .. . 

Government Benches : Th~t you. lost 
the election ? · 

.. 

Mr L'"tomi : ...... T~at in speaking about 
the activities of our Regional Government, 
one is tempted to say something on the 
judiciary. In the first place, in Asaba, our 
Western Regional Governrr1ent has definitely 
refused to honoui tradition. T hey were able 
to inject in a republican area a number of 
traditional members. , Asabl,l is a republican 
town having no idea Of certain titles known in 
areas like · Benin, Ogwashi-Uku, etc. The 
titles in Asaba, if you will allow 'me to say, 
bring the Government to ridicule. . I will 
give you an example where · yo1.1 have an ·' 
Onohen. Onohen is a title which is given to 
Ogene. . But just for the chance of getting 
more members in the Council to overpowe.r; 
the NCNC they were able to inject what we 
call "lovable" titles. Again, as I said before · ·, 
in talking about the activities ·of the Action · 
Group Government in the West, one is 
tempted to challenge the whole Region as 
being a Region .which is ·mentally enslaved:· 
In other words, people arc not complaining 
because they fear :yictimisation,. because 
they fear they will suffer. Well, in· Asaba 
town, as I said here, I think 'in June on the 
eve 'of the election, they started giving loans. 

Government Benches : 
not given loans . 

But you were 

Mr Utomi : As I said before, talking 
about the activities of our Government, one . 
is tempted again to have them allied with our 
j odges and magistrates ...... . . . 

Mr Speaker : This House will not 
interfere with the conduct of the judges 
unless you ,come by · way of ~ substantive 
Motion. 

Mr Utomi : There is no doubt that the .,, 
Action Group Government pays lip service 
to democracy. In other words it is not · 
democracy as we see it operating in other 
places in the country ........ . (interruptions). · · 

Government Benches : Sit down ! sit , 
down! 

Mr Utomi : Mr Speaker Sir, I beg to 
.. . .. . ... (interruptions) . · 

Mr· A. A. Adalemo : Mr Speaker ·Sir, · 
I rise to oppose this irritating Motion because . 
it is baseless. In May 1956, the people ~f 
this Region mandated our party to carry on 
its good government for l:he next five years 
and again quite recently elections were 
conducted into local councils · in which the 
Actio.n Group party came on top·; · Mr 
Speaker Sir, .if any political party fails to win 
election through its weak organisation, does 
it follow that another must fail ? I say, · No. 
(Several han. Members : No .! no !) The 
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motive behind this Motion is understandable, 
and it is an old wound inflictedp ver two years 
ago. Had the Mover of t>his Motion 
approached me I would have ad~ised him to 
cross over and appeal to the P remier to create 
a Ministry for him, . to be known · as the 
Ministry of Jealousy. Mr Speaker, Sir, we 
on this side will throw out this Motion 
be<;:ause ~t is frivolous and crazy. 

Mr A. 0. Adesokan : M r Speaker, Sir, in 
view of the fact that Members of the Govern
me~t reply to the accusations of the 
Opposition, I have . no substantial reasons to 
give. 

Several hon. Members : Definitely. . 
Mr Adesokan : Maybe it is because 

most people ·who are speaking are ordinary 
Members of the floor who know nothing 
about the elections. The Leader of the 
H ouse and the Minister of Local Government 
and some other Ministers who know quite . 

. , well that the accusations were correct did 

ng 
tse 
ba 
he 
lS . . 

re 

.-. · not speak,. perhaps ·because they were not 
prepared to answer to all the allegations one 
by one. That is why the weak back benchers 
have replied to the accusations. 

lg \ 
1e 
1r • 
r • 

e 

t 
r 

Chief Enahoro : If the hon. Member is 
~ot in a hurry, I inten<;I to reply. 

Mr Adesokan : Mr Speaker Sir, I am 
' not in a hurry and I expect to hear more from 

the intelligent Minister. 

· Mr Speaker, Sir, there are some Boards 
whe;e the ex-Ministers are m ade Chairmen ;· 
I make · particular reference to Akinloye, 
Odunjo and Ighodaro. These people are 
ex-Ministers and thouf¥1 they lost their seats 
during the last election this Government has 
made· them what they are today, because 
many of them have no other means of liveli
hood. Mr Speaker, Sir, ' these people have 
been rejected by their people, but now they 
are being remunerated by being made 

· Chairmen of Boards, I see no· reason· why 
this should be done if we are. prepared · to run 
this Government in a correct way. 

Mr A. 0. Adedeji: On point of order, 
Sir, No. 34. You have a Motion here on 
this paper, I w'onder why you should mention 
Chairmen of Boards. 

Mr Speaker : The point of ·Order is 
'proper, and I think the hon. Member from 
Ibadan will comply. · · 

Mr Adesokan : Mr Speaker, Sir, I a~ 
trying to explain 'the · inducements this 
Government is trying to pay out unjustifiably: 
Mr Speaker, Sir, everybody is aware of the 

' p 

fraudul ent way in which the Governm ent has 
won elections in this Region . .. But we know 
for certain that within a shol;'t time, 'that is, 
after the Constitutional Conference we 'shall 
be the Government in this. Region. · 

1 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I think I am in' order if I 
tell the Government how our m oney is 
leaking out. , Most · of the funds of G overn-
m ent are g iven out to the .Production I!oard 
and some other Statutory Corporations ; but 
this money is being used to contest el e ctio·ns~ 
Mr Speaker, Sir, many things are done by this 
Government, and I think my colleagues on 
this side of the House have said a lot about the ' 
misdeeds of this Government. There is · no 
reason for them not to be . ashamed. They 
ought to be ashamed and resign forthwith. 

. The whole electorate in 'this Region have lost 
confidence in the Government. I challenge 
them to resign now, and I am sure that only !1 
few of them win come over to the Opposition 
side while a host of them will not come into 
the House agaiO:. Some of you have no means 
of livelihood other than being M embers of 
this House, but I am stire that in the forth~ 
coming Constitutional . Conference all these 
bad avenues will be closed. : 

Mr Speaker, Sir, ~ am a bit surprised that' ·. 
people who have spoken on the . Government 
side ~re ordinary floor Members who do not 
know anything at all about the activities of the. 
Government ; they are mere back ben chen.:. 
So I do not attach any importance to whatever· ! ' . 

they , have said. I expect more intelligent·~·: : 
Ministers to answer to these charges and give 
reasons why this House should not be dis.: ··· 
solved forthwith. ''J• · 

I ' 

Chief Enahoro :. If ~·o·u are patien t you · 
will get full answers. 

Mr Adesokan :. Mr Spf\~ker, Sir, I . beg 
to support the MotiOn. ~:J · . .. 

Mr C. A. Williams : Mr Speaker, Sir, 1 
rise to oppose the Motion poorly moved by 
the bon. Member for Aboh Division. It is a 
pity, Mr Speaker, that many bon. M embers 
who spoke on this Motion, including the 
mover of the Motion, have poor knowledge 
of the Local Government Electoral Regula..; 
tions . 

As it is, Mr Speaker, every Party, 'including 
the Party in power has to comply with the laws 
governing Local Government Elections ; and 
Mr Speaker, Sir, no Minister or any M ember 
of this honourable House h!ls any power to 
exercise during any local Go~ernment Elec
tions, for the law · is no respecter of any 
person. 

.. 
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[MR VhLLIAMS] -Region have lost confidence in the Govern-
The present case is just like· that of a school ment because of the fraudulent way in which 

this Government rules the Region. · Mr boy who goes on playing all the time ·and when 
he fails to pass his promotion test shifts the ~peaker, Sir, according to what my hon. 
15lam e on to his teacher. )>~~olleagues' on this side of the House have said 

·:: 'previously, this Government has been proved 
Opposition Benches : What IS the .· •to be unable to go on ruling this Region. 

, ideology ? This has been p'roved very conclusively and 
·beyond any doubt, but I wonder if the 

Mr Williams ·: Recent cvent.s Mr Government knows what democracy· really is. 
· Spe·aker, Sir; are · sufficient to discourage 
members of the public from supportmg or 

· sympathising with the NCNC whose rank and 
.. file are in complete dis agreement. It must 

'b e understood thqt the m asses watch with 
·~lose attention the ddiberations of each party 

. and it dges not take any time for them to 
decide: which party they should support. 

·· Mr Speaker, Sir, · the fl crr of this House is 
not where Members sh, ld come to vent 
their personal grievances "h ich arose out of 
their own 'fault. . . · · · . 

It is -a~ Pity tl1at the priv.f?cge ·offered to 
.Local . Councils for members to attend short 
courses ''in . Local Government was not pro-

. perly taken by Members of the Opposition 
many of whom are serving in . Lo~al Govern
ment Councils. If they had., they would not 
come 'to· argue in this poor mann~r as they 
have been dQing today. The Law is there, 
and when any one breaks . the law he should 
b e roun1ed up. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, this Motion is malicious, 
and there-fore it should not be supported. 

:: Mr · p:~ V. Okwesa: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
rise to suppo.-t this Motion. ably moved by 

. rriy han: Colleague, Chief Oputa-Otutu. 

Government Benches : H e is not a 
Chief. 

Mr Okwesa : · He is a recognised one. 

The Motion calls on the Regional Govern-
. ment to · resign forthwith al).d seek a fresh 

mandate through the m edium of a free, fair 
and democratic election, and see if they will . 
come back to power. If they agree with this 
Motion · and th is House is dissolved, it is 
pretty sure that they are going to form the 
Opposition .in the next House. 

· Government Benches : You 1:esign and 
see whether y,ou will come in again. 

Mr Okwesa :. l\1r Speaker, SiJ;, I support 
this Motion wholeheartedly because as the 
nearest neighbour of the mover of the Motion 
I am in a position to appreciate the facts 
em,bodied in the )\!lotion ; 'and what; are the 
facts embodied in the Motion ? The facts 
ate--that the Go·:ernmen't has been proved to 
be very undemocratic~ The people of this 

Opposition Benches : They do · not 
know. Tell them. 

Mr Okwesa : If they do >not know, ai>.d 
I agree they do not, I am going to refresh-the· 
minds of my hon. Friends opposite with your 
permission, Mr Speaker. Democ;:racy has 
been described as th~ Government of the 
people, for th~ people, and, by the people. 
Mr ·Speaker, Sir, I want Government to take 
note of these three prepositions. First, the 
Government must be of the people ; that is 
self-explanatory and does nbt need any 
elaboration from me. Secondly, the Govern
ment must be for the people; that is it must 
be run fqr the benefit of the people in the · 
area over which the Government exerCises 
its authority. Thirdly, the Government 
must be by the people. It must be run by the 
people themselves or by the people's accre
d~ted representatives. · By accrfdited repre
sentatives I mean representatives chosen in 
accordance with the accepted democratic 
principles known all over the civilised world. 
But is that how this Government came to 
power? 

Opposition Benches : No, no . 

Mr Okwesa : The answer is a resounding 
No. This Government ·came ·in to power ·by 
fraudulent methods . We all know their· 
methods . Orie way was bad allocation . of 
seats ; that is, allocation of seats not based on 
population figures. · 

Mr Speaker : · Order, order. Will . the 
hon. gentlem an confine himself to the .last 
Local Government electiof\S, and stop making 
reference to the elections to the W estern 
House of Assembly. 

Mr. Okwesa : Mr Speaker, Sir, I shall 
listen to your-advise and confine my debate to
the las t Local Elections. But I am saying,· 
Sir, and I am emphasising, that the Govern
ment won the last Local Government elec
tions through fraud. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I•)lave tasted of the bitter 
pills of the Govern~ent's election · fraud .. 

Government Benches : You lost your · 
deposit ? 
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Mr Okwesa : I did not lose my deposit. 
I was· even returned unopposed in my area. 
But I know how my ·other colleagues suffered. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, this buying system, 
this buying policy has · been introduced 
into this country by the Action Group. 
I have never heard of where candidates 
were bought, where the Government in 
power offered money to the elen orate to influ-
ence them in their choice of candidates, o"r 
offered money to the candidates · who have 
won elections on other platforms .to switch 
over to their own party in order that they may 
be abie to gain power. But these are not the 
only methods pursued by the Action c!; fo.up. 

Then there is the question ~f intimida~ion. 
Natural Rulers have been intimidated. 
Natural Rulers have been made to realise · 
what privileges an(i rights they will lose "if 
the)~tlo not make the people in their domain 
vote for the Action Group. The Natural 
Rulers will in turn issue threats to their 
people about what they will lose by way of 

.amenities and privileges if they do not vote 
for the Action Group. In order not to incur 
the displeasure of the· Government these 
people take what they consider to be the 
necessary steps and make their people swear 
to jujus. People resorting to jujus-is that 
democmcy? Can we call a Party. that won 
election by juju a democratic Party ?· Then 
we heard of loans being given to only people 
who belong to Action Group Party or wno 
support them. This money come's from 
puqlic funds, yet the Action Group would 
use money that belongs to us to campaign 
against us. · 

· Chief Williams : It belongs to the 
Region and not to any Party. 

Mr Okwesa : Mr Speaker, Sir, I will 
tell you what happened in Aboh .Division. 
[ was on .the spot when the th1ng happened. 
The Mover of this Motion with his . party 
1ctually won the election for Aboh West. 
\nd during the period between 19th April 
md 4th May, the whole thing was changed, 
\ction Grot.ip P arty · men ran to Ibadan, 
arne back to th'e Division and bought the 
:1dependent candidates as well as the .NCNC 
1embers. That is a shame. 

Opposition: Benches : Shame l shame ! 

Mr Okwesa : There was another one 
·hich happened about which' I will 
:II the House.. Mr Speaker, Sir; a candidate 
ho won the election on the platform ot the 
·cNC was carried by me in my car to an 
CNC Party ,meeting the night before the 
ection of the Chairman. As we: were there 
t Action Group member ci:une, dipped his 
.nd into his pocket and waved a currency 

note at this man, telling him to come and get 
it. I held my man tight and told him to sit. 
down, but later on · this man told me he was 
go,ing downstairs to drink water· and then 
went down and I saw him no more. The 
ne'xt thing I heard about him was that. he had 
held a meeting with the Action Group. I am 
in a position to know all these things because • 
I mingle with some of them. What happened 

t in the morning of 1st of July, the day on which 
the second election 0f the Chairman took 
place in Aboh West? · The Groupers took 
one NCNC Councillor and kept hin'! in a 
house at Obiaruku and gave him plenty of 
food and drink and kept him there till the 
election of the chairman was over.· That: was 
how the Action Group won their election. ' 

. Are you. prepared to tell me that this method 
is democratic? Is it not a. sufficient reason. 
to ask the Action Group Government of the . 
Western Region to fold up and pack and go ? 
I am here to emphasise because I feel, like 
others o.n this side of the House, that it is 
time to point out and to check this un
democratic method of the Action Group. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support . . 

Mr S. A. Oyaniyun: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
beg to oppose the Motion. I -w,ould like to 
state, Sir,- that the Action Group Party has 
been running the various elections in the 
most satisfactory way. · (Cheers from the 
Government Benches). Only the NCNC 
Party will never admit their defeat. They 
always shed tears wherever they fail. - Speak
ing about the candidates who were returned 
unopposed, I do not see anything bad in it. 
To me it shows the popularity of that Party. 
Now the hon. Member for Ibadan West 
said something about the nomination papers 
of the NCNC candidate at -Oshogbo. The 
statement he made was not correct. I- was 
on the spot and I know better than he about 
it. This is what happened. Their field secre
tary was so fraudulent that he would put the 
name of a person on the nominat;ion paper 
and ask :mo~her man to make his thumb 
impression on it. 

Now finally, Sir, I know the Members of 
the NCNC cannot succeed 'in their fraudulent 
ways. They want the Electod? Officer to . 
declare their candidate as .having succeeded 
in the electi;m even though he failed. ~-

Mr Speaker, Sir, I oppose. · \J · 
Mr A. Adisa: I ri se to support the. Motion. 

I notice that since the debate on the Motion 
· started there has not been any · seriol.ts . 
argument advanced from the other side of 
the House. Mr Speaker, Sir, it does not 
take a thousand years to know the pattern of 

' · 

· ' 
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conduct of some people. I will say this, Sir, 
that th is is an oppor tunity for these people to 
resign. 

_S itting suspended. 

Sitting resu~ed . 

M r Adisa : M r Speaker, Sir, I will con
tinue my speech in support of. the Motion · 
asling. the Governm ent to resign. I wish 
to say that the gravamen of the case for the 
Opposition lies in the threat · of the Premier 

·.of the Western Region Government that he 
would make thin gs too difficult for the NCN C 
to win · in . any local government elec~ions. 

• .! ·· . 

. · Government Benches: It was before 
the L agos .To'w~ Council election, he did not 

. say so ·after the election. · 

. M r .Adis a : Let him deny 'it, let him deny 
it. Thaf is the gravamen, . that the most 
responsible . agent, the first citizen of the 
Western ·;R~gion said he would make it so 
difficult fbr his opponents to win elections. 
I ' say shame . on him. What happens is that 
he has .. misused his ·powers both legal and . . , ,, ~ 

moral: . i ·~i; ' · , . 
· Chier'En ah'or o : On p~int of order, Sir, 

itis improper to say that the Premier used his 
powers ' improperly. · The hon. . Member 
&hould ~ithdraw his statement. 

·· ~'Mr ·Speak e r : ·. Since the Premier spoke 
as· Premier he. cannot be acting improperly. 
W ill the ':hon. M ember please withdraw his 

. ~tatement ? " 
·, ' 

M r Adisa : I withdraw. I emph'asise, 
all of: you·. have g,ot to consider what was the: 
state of · the Parties before the last local 
governm ent elections an.d consider presently 

· what the ' result was. ·You have now 126 
·Action Group-controlled . Councils · and 22 
· NCNC-controlled Councils. That means 
that the Action G roup actually doubled or 
or trippled their n ormal expectation . Mr 

. Speaker, Sir, they actually bridged their 
. majority ~00 p er cent. What was wrong, 
with that, Sir, is t}1at nobody could have 
contested .if that re.spli: had not been preceded 
by a threat;, and we say that the pattern of 

. events subsequen t to the threat confirms all 
6 at the Members of the Opposition have been 
t rying to say this afternoon and h ave conti
n ued to say this eve.n,ing . .Now, Sir, I have 
never known hon. M embers across the carpet 
to. be so logical in any of their acti€lns, but 
I will say this, Sir, that 'if the m at ter is well 
r.nd properly considered tlr re is no reason at 
all w?y thy should not Sl\lport this Motion. 

It is in their best interest that this Motion 
should succeed. If all the Members across 
the carp et ·are sure of their popularity, there 
is ho reason why they should not support this 
Motion. It is even in their own best interests 
that they should come here and ask for a five~ 
year renewal of their ljfe. The truth of the 
alregation made by the Opposition .is a matter 
of common knowledge . lf one were to, 
expose the iniquitous activities indulged in by 
the G overnment party during the last local 
elections and ask people what their opinions 
are, there is bound to be a unanimous verdict: 
their conduct was most unsatisfactory: · 
Therefore, Sir, upon this basis, it is a duty on 
the part af hon . Members on the Government 
Benches to come here · and support this 
Motion . 

I must say this, Sir, that it is no point at . 
all to put the question of the paucity · of 
election petitions as being a good ground (or 
saying that the elections have been properly 
conducted. It is no point at all, and I must 
say that, while that is no test of fairness. of the 
conduct of the elections, it i; patent ·that there 

· are so many difficulties in the w~y of persons 
who feel aggrieved at the way in which the 
local elections have been conducted. There 
are, in fact, so' many difficulties in the way . pf · 
their going to report. This is a point which . 
I would like to emphasise. It is a point 
which should, in the interest of justh:e, 
attract the attention of the hon. the Attorney· 
General. No very t·,seful purpose is served 
if the procedure for see-king remedies through 
the law is not adequat~ In other words, if 
the conditions which are given for invoking 
legal redress are so difficult for the people 
who would otherwise have taken advantage of 
its provisions, • then it becomes absolutely 
void of utility. 

. Chief Williams : Is the hon. Member 
referring to the penalry for perjury ? 

Mr Adisa : I am saying, Sir, that ......... 
(Interruptions) . · W hat we are sayiag on this 
side of the House is that the paucity . of 
election petitions is not an argum.ent. in . 
favour of the conduct of the elections. The . 
fact that elect~on petitions have been so few . J 

lies in the fact that the money which · the 
ordinary man has to pay is excessive, and I 
know this because he will have to pay about 
£50 excluding what he has to pay to · the 
lawyer. It must not be forgotten that you 

. have to pay a deposit of £59 in · order to 
contest the election. Again it must be 
remembered tha.t the remedy sought must be 
invoked within thirty-six days after the 
elections, and it is so d1fficult to uncover the 
enormous extent to which the artful dodgers 
and nincompoops of the Acti.~.m ·Group have 
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[MR ADrsA] . 
sought to do so many things which we have 
been .complaining about. Now that the 
Members .on this .side have known and 
understood all the tricks of the Action 
Group Party, its unfair . conduct, and its 
fraudulent way . of winnir1g elections, we say 
that this is the proper and right moment for 
them to test their popularity and tlemand a 
fresh mandate. 

_ I shaH give a good .example to cpnfirm and 
emphasise that the Members of the Opposi
tion know all the tricks and ·fraudulent 
practices which made a mino-rity win what 
belongs to the majority, and the most 
typical example which nobody here can 
contradict is the recent local election · in 
Ibadan and the subsequent bye-election in 
Ibadan South. The stand of Ibadan has 
been a sort of headache not only to the 
lower members of the Action Group but to 
tlie higher ranks in the party as well. Every
thing has been done so that they can capture 
Ibadan but, unfortunately, they have always 
failed ; and . I say that if one takes that 
classic example it is enough for us to say that 
this charge which has been leyelled against the 
Government has. been well sustained·. 

In the last local ele~tions the Action 
Group won only 19 seats as .compared 'vith 
52 seats won by the NCNC. There was 
subsequently an election in Ibadan South, 
where we won 4 seats. Mter discovering the 
fraudulent ·manipulations of ~1e Action 
Group, we brought heavy .pressure e9·bear on 
them, ahd the result was that they were able 
to win in only one ward, and with just 21 

• majority votes . This confirms our point 
th at all these elections which have been won 

· ~y the Action Group have been won fraudu
lently, , and . th'is is the time for them t0 
rectify matters. Hon. Members are supposed 
to be always honourable in their conduct, 
and so when we appeal to the good sense of 
hori. Members on the other side, we hope 
they will do nothing but co-operate with 
whatever has been said. 

Some hon. •Members on the Govern
m~nt Bench : . No matter how false ? 

Mr Adisa : The trouble with the Mem
bers across the carpet is that they want to be 
both the Judge and the Prosecutor in every 
case. This morning we heard a statement by 
the Government that it is really not their 
responsibility' to conduct elections, and the 
fact that they said that ....... .. 

Government Benches ; Who said that ? J;. . 

Mr Adisa : If my impression is w rong 
the duty of the Government Bench is simply 
to corn~ct that impression . · 

Government Benches : But who ·said . 
that ? 

Mr Adisa : If that ois not the · true 
position, the best way would be for the 
Government to come forward ·me! say "no" . 
If it ' is agreed that it is the rA ponsibility of 
the Government to conduct thV last elections, 
then I say that that responsibility has riot been 
fairly and adequately discharged . 

Again, there is no reason why there should 
be any objection on the part of the A ction 
Group Government at the Resumed Consti
tutional Conference to the creation of a 
Commission to conduct Federal and Regional 
elections. Further, Sir, there is no · reason 
why the Action Group Government· .should 
not make it also its primary objective to 
ensure legally the conduct of fair elections in 
the Western Region. · The Action G r.oup 
have the responsibility to ask their followers 
to eschew fraudulence and unfairness during 
the next elections . 

The most important point of al!-, and a fact 
to which. there should be no' argument at all, 
is that during the last bye-election a p erson 
lost his life. Nobody in this House condones 
murder ·and anybody who does so is unfit, 
not only to be a Member of this House, but 
even to live. It is not a matter for argument 
when the Members of the Opposition . say 
that on 26th June, 1958, a person ·was stabbed 
in broad daylight, and, instead of a prosecu
tion being instituted, it W.lS only a Coron;er's 
inquest that followed. And the point 'that is 
being made is that although there have been 
such instance~ of mu:rder, no inqt:.est · has · 
preceded the commencement of prosecut iol). 
That has been the c~se so ably put by the 
Opposition, and it is a point which I know the·· 
Attorney-General will consider in his sober , 
moments . 

There is, furthermore, the case of persons
who have impersonated others and who h ave 
been found guilty of carryir:g ballot papers. 
The most objectionable point is that t here 
has been a withdrawal of prosecutions. T his 
is a point which has been most disturbing
disturbing not only to hon. Members but also 
to practising barristers. 

The most important point is that whenever 
new points are raised, the hon. Attorney
General will not be patient. to hear what we 
have to say. The best course is to be silent 
in meditation, and, of course, · fully determ ined 
to see that justice should be done. His 
portfolio is . the Ministry. of Justice and he 
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[MR AmsA] 
should therefore do justice. This really is a 
very nice evening and everything that has 
been said has been said with sense of res
ponsibility. 

A.Oother 'po!nt that arises · is, vvhy is it that 
there has been a departure from the democra
tic practice of holding all local council elections 
on the same day ? vVhy was this practice · 
d<:!parted from ? And the second point is, 
why : was it that the first elections that were 
to be held were those in which the Action 
·qroup knew it would surely win? That, Mr 
Speaker, gave room for impersonation because 
used ballot papers in previous elections ~ould 
be used in places where fresh elections were 
to be held . . That has been the case and there 
has not be~n any reason why the Government 
.sho'uld at all encourage and ordain staggered 
elections in the Western Region. 

.Mr Speaker : May I remind the hon . 
Gentleman. that h e has two minutes more. 

. ' 
Chief Enahoro : And may I also point 

out , that;' when . the Speaker addresses a 
' Member,''· that Member should resume his 
seat; · '(- :•' · · 

.Mr G.·T ; dviasu : We are being tteated to 
many strange ttnderstandings· of the Standing 
Orders. We. do understand that when the 
Speaker· rules . or .gets .up from his seat the 
Mernber . should sit down,· but when the 

. ··Speaker tall~s from his chair it is not necessary 
for tpe _Me.~ber · to · .sit 'down.' 

Chief Emihoro : I fully sympathise with 
the · hon. M·ember · and I ,Po say that when the 

· ,Speaker ' addre·sses a Member, whether he is 
on his chair or he gets up, the Member 'must 
sit down. · 

' ,. I 

.Mr Adisa : In conclusion, there have 
· been cases'.of hired and paid hooligans riding 
Action Group jeeps and ,'going to intimidate 

· yoters, and. 'that is a very grave 'indictment of 
the Government' s conduct of the last local 
government elections . Mr Speaker, I will say 
that what should be done this evening is that 
each · Member should be allowed to vote 
according to his own·conscience. Of course, 
there are so · many people on the other side 
who have no conscience . If that is permitted 
we ki1ow 'that · hoh : Members across the 
carpet will .vote solidly for this Motion. · 

Mr R. A. Olusa : Mr Speaker, S ir, I rise 
to ·oppose this Motion. Even the Opposition 
have.' set themselves·· to' opp.ose it by with
drawing gradually from the House this 
eve11ing. I agree . entirely wi th thos-e who 
term the Motion as. being irresponsible. It 
must have · emanated fro :(} a puerile and 
immat.ure mind.- All the \jguments which 

have been adduced by the various speakers 
cannot hold water. This Motion is nothing 
bu,t a sign 'of utter .frustration and despond
ency. 

What are the arguments ? The Action 
Group conducted election in areas where they 
were sure of succeedi.ng and the Nigerian 
Broadcasting Corporation announced results 
to demoralise NCNC Members, therefore the 
NCNC must be defeated even where they 
were strong. I say, again, Sir, that this 
argument holds no water. The NCN C 
should not have won any election anywhere· 
in the Region. The Mover had the effrontery 
to attack· the officers of local government 
councils on the floor of this House where . the 
people cannot reply. These men are 
officials who have the commonsense to do 
their official duties without any fear or favour, 
and yet ,you come here and call them members 
of the Action Group because the NCNC has 
failed in the elections. I wish those who 
have made these allegations would come out 
and repeat them in public. • I, as a member 

. of the Association of Divisional and District 
Councils employers of these ·people will 
challenge the Mover to repeat it and we shall 
sue him. · 

· Mr Speaker the question I would like to 
ask the bon. Mover and his supporters is, are 
the officials in the ·places where· the NCNC 
won elections NCNC supporters ? Let us 
stop · attacking those1. who cannot defend 
themselves here. . ' 4 

-;. 
Now I come to this nauseating repetrtwn 

about the injection of chiefs into these 
councils and also the buying over of NCNC 
men. Where is the human market where 
NCNC men are djsplayed for sale? Who 
are. the auctioneers ·? Why is it !hat it is only 
NCNC members who are marketable. 
Something must be wrpng with them for one 
to be able to convert them to wares and sell 

· them. ·A 1\:'Iember · of the Opposition has 
given the price as one hundred and fifty · 
pounds. If people are sold like that ' I l!m 
very sorry for the NCNC for before long 
your party will be liquidated. I tell you Sir, 
we on this side of the House are priceless. 
You cannot buy us. · · 

I want you to know that we shall always . 
win elections. The mover and the suppor
ters have referred to infringement of local 
government regulations which . enabled the 
Action Group to win these · elections . This 
is to show that they of. the NCNC are so 
law-abiding that they dare not attempt to 
expose any law breaker. ' Yet some cif them 
are lawyers and perhaps would-be' magistrates. 
What . are the· arguments for asking 'the 
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Government to resign ? · Because the people . 
have lost confidence in the Government ? 
I 'want to show you that your grounds are 
baseless. I thought when this Motion was 
moved the Mover and his supporters would 
give concrete reasons. But what have · they 
done ? They have not been able to cite any 
instance. There is ample evidence to show 
that the people have confidence in the Action 
Group Government of today and that it grows 
str-onger . everyday. I shall quote a few 
examples . Since the election many members 
of the Local Government Cr>uncils both on 
the side of the NCNC and the Independents, 
hwe deciared for the Action GrouR, and yet 
yo:1 say they have no confidence in the 
Government. If they had no confiden'ce 
what would they have done? If you 
·want any sign of confidencecthe very declara
tion of this people for the Action Group is a 
sign of confidence. 

Since the last · elections very many Local 
G .:>Vernment Councils have p assed votes of 
confidence in the Government and yet you 
c J!fle here to tell us they have lost confidence 
in the Government. The Councils are· the 
voices of the electorates. 

Only two days ago, on the floor of this 
H mse, we had two .Pecple crossing from the 
sinking boat of the NCNC to this side of the 
House (Opposition Members: Shame Qn them). 
Why have they come ? It is because their 
people oppose their remaini ng in that sinking 
s~ip. One of these people comes from- the 
Yoruba part of the Western Region and the 
other man from the Midwest-the two parts 
that comprise the vVestern Region. vVhat 
other sign do you want to show that the 
people have confidence in the Gov1t.rnment? 

Mr Speaker Sir, I want· to tell mY, Friends 
on the other side of the House that tP1ey have 

, failed woefully to move anybody on this side 
to agree with them in their Motion and that 

- ~here is every possible sign to show ;that the 
people of this B.egion have full confidence in 
the Guvernment by their various motions of 
confidence and by their actions in asking their 
peopl~ to leave the NCNC and come to the 
Action Group side of the H ouse . If there is 
need for any sign of conq dence this is 
sufficient to show that the people have full 
confidence in tlie Government and that the 
Gove_rnment is,_ not going to resign but will 

· ren1lUn. 
Mr Speaker Sir, I beg to oppo~e the Motion. 

The Minister of Health and Social 
Welfare (Mr J.O. Adigun): Mr Speaker, Sir, 
Members of the Opposition have since th is 
morning been repeating once again the tears 
\vhich they shed during and immediately 

after the recent local Government elect ions. 
At that time NCNC leaders blamed th eir stars 
for having no money to buy either voters or 
elected councillors as they would have wished · 
to . They also ·argued that the electoral · 
regulations were faulty'. 

But NCNC men were then instantly called 
t'o reason. They were caLed to the path of 
sanity by no o ther capable au thority than the 
Editor of the West African Pilot . · The Editor 
then felt a spade shou ld be called a spade. 
(Applause from Government ~!embers) . . · , 

He felt the NCNC should re-/£xamine itself 
a~d 0end its ways if it .cou ld . ·ver think' of 
wmnmg any future electwns . _ 1r Speaker 
Sir, you will agree with me that the Pi!'ot, as 
the · m outhpiece of the NCNC, should be 
respected when it expresses a definite, un.:. 
equivocal opinion on the fast dying party. called 
the NCNC. 

With your permtsswn, Mr · Speaker, I 
would like to reply to the allegations of m y 
Friends from the Opposition by refreshing . 
their m emories about that fitting reply given 
by the Editor of the West African Pilot ·to the 
lame excuses of NCNC leaders on the failure · 
of their party during the last Local Govern
ment elections. The Pilot said (In ter-

. rup tions). . 

Mr Speaker : Order. I am afraid I 
shall have to enforce Standing Qt·der 29 ( 4) 
which says that during a sitting all Members 
shall be silent or shall confer only in unclet
tones. Will Members take note of that. · 

· Mr Adigun : ·"The Pilot said, Sir, that 
the NCNC was defeated not because th~ 
Action Group bribed the electohte ; .not 
because any fraudulent p ractices were indulged 
in ; not because the Police were not at the 
p olling station ; not even because t lre A ction 
Group ever dictated t0 the Presiding Offic~rs, 
but because, unlike the NCNC, the A ction 
Group is a pu?hful and efficient organisation 
which enj oys popular mass support. (Applause 
from Government M e_mbers). · 

I . now quote Sir, from the editorial of the . 
Pilot of Monday, 12th May, 1958, wri tten · 
on the result of the elections, captioned 
"Above Party and Office". vVith your
permission . I read th e editorial " Above 
Party and Office". 

· ."No matte r the rca1>6n for it, the 
reverses suffered by the NCNC in the 
current local· Government elections in 
Western Nigeria and at Eket should ca;.1se 
the rank and fil e of the party a sense of 
deep disquiet. · The strongest ground. for 
dismay, but not despai r, is · that the 
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realisation does not seem to have dawned 
on the party that it is losing ground and 
popularity. It is steadily but gradually 
abdicating its hold on the masses . . Plainly 
the NCNC has · lost its old fire and the 
magic wand· tl1 at made it the darling of the 
people and gave it nationa!. billing" . · 

Mr Fakayode : When a Member on the 
floor of this House quotes from any authority 
I think it is very appropriate · that he should 
do so from the text, not just anything .. . . . ... . 
(Interruptions}. 

Alhadji . Adegbenro May I respect-
fully ask the . Speaker' to allow the hon. the 
Minister of Health and Social We'lfare to 
tender the pap~r. . 

, .. . 
· Chief Williams May I ask ' the h~n . 

Minister to. read t he whole of that editorial. 
·'·'· 

M.r Adigun: 

. "B~fCire' the current elections m the 
· ·west '/ tl;l~: party conttolled eleven of the 

24 diVisions. Now it cannot hope to 
retain' its" control of more than seven. · In 

. · tlie Ease it: has lost Calaba.t;, Ogoni, Uyo and 
now, Eket. Its· strongholds, Enugu, Jos, 
Warri. and, before now, Asaba township, 
are neglected an d torn !)y internal quarrels . 
The · N<;::NC managed to · keep . Ilesha 
during the regional parliamentary elections 
by a few"thous and votes ; "Lagos West was 
retained by 3,QOO votes. All these show 
that l·the t:'• party is ill and needs rebirth. 

· . As a ·. national army the NCNC has one 
· problem-:and fault; the party machine, by 

which•w<f mean the 'organisational machine, 
· is faulty ·· .to 'the · extreme. The unified 
command·· should at any time be able to 
say, we-. have a battalion of troops in the 
remotest · village of Nigeria. Thus the 

·strength of the p arty will always be known 
and never be in doubt. 

· "What do we find ?~powerful barons, 
some of them coni.rhandirffl private armies, 
who all owe . allegiance v o the national 
com.nuind. Adelabu was · a gene.ral at 
Ibadan, . Omo-Osagie rules at' Benin and 
Mbadiwe at Orh.1, but Oko~-Eboh and 
Onyia are . fast slipping at Warri and 

· Asaba·. Things are not . well with the 
pany organisation. Everybody wants a 
jub, wants . to be an officer or to stand 
dection. ···There is tqo much · jobbery. 
M1.Uers have come to such a head that we 
think the party must submit itself 'to self
examination". 

Mr Speaker, this is good food for thought. 
This editorial speaks for itself. I am sure it 
is an appropriate answer to the. frivolous· 
lVIotion before this bon. House. 

I beg therefore to oppose the Motion. 

Chief Williams : Having replied with 
the very cogent arguments c;ontained in the 
West African Pilot, the mouthpiece of the 
Opposition Party, dated Monday, 12th May, 

. 1958, which will form part of the records ,of 
this House I do not think Sir, that I need ' . take much of the time of t'he House. The 
main thing that is worrying the NCNC-the 
Opposition-is that they realise that they are 
losing ground, and in trying to find a reason 
for that they h;we attempted tn put the blame 
on the Government. I think Sir, that the 
words of the editor o£ the Pilot ought to be 
seriously cons~dered . (Shouts of "Personal 
opinion" from Opposition Members). I say 
that the opinion expressed in the Pilot is not 
the personal opinion .6t the Pilot. . There is 
no doubt that the editor; is a Member of the 
NCNC party. (Interruptions). If he is no~ 
a member of the NCNC party they should go 
and find an NCNC editor it they don't want 
to lose the election. (Renewed interruptions). 

t 

What are the · terms of t: !e Motion ? 
That this hon. House calls on the West 
Regional Government : of the · Federation of 
Nigeria to resign forthwith, and seek a fresh 
mandate from the people before the · next. 
Constitution~! Conference. That is a physi~ · 
cal impossibility . . 

Opposition Members: It is not. ; .: 

Chief Williams: Today is the 1st · of 
September and the Conference takes place on 
the 29th of September. It is · impossible 
between now and the 29th of September to 
seek a fresh mandate. • 

In the Western. Region there are adequate 
and modern arrangements for conducting 
elections. It is true that in some Regions 
where some people we know ai'e in power . 
they can rush through an election within one 
week and they do with very serious effects 

' ' T' on those who are against that Party. ney 
have mobile Police Stations, mobi~e Registra
tion Offices, which go only to strongholds of 
the Party in power. We are not made of 
that stuff. In this Region the arrangements 
which are being made to conduct the next 
Federal elections for the whole country are 
based 99 per cent on the Regulations, on the, 
administrative arrangements of the standard 
which has been set in the Western Region. 

' . 
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A a· matter of. fact the boxes, the ~lection 
~oxes which are to be used, are of the pattern 
which pas b~ert · used here in the Western 
Region. 

The only responsibility of the Government 
as far as Local Government elections is 
concerned is to make · these administrative 
arrangements, and the arrangements which we 
have made are so good that they have been 
adopted for the•rest of the country. 

All Electoral Officers are appointed by the 
Electoral Commissioner. It is true that they 
appoint Local Government Secretaries, The 
responsibility of the Electoral Officers and 
Balloting Officers is laid ·down within the 
Regulations. None of them are under the 
direction of the Government. They carry 
out responsibilities which are laid upon them 
by law. If anybody is dissatisfied with the 
manner in which they have performed their 
duties, or if it is thought by a candidate that 
the manner in which any Electoral Officer 
has .conducted or performed his duties is not 
fair, and that he has been prejudiced thereby 
ahd lost an election, there is adequate 
provision in · the Regulations for him to 
petition the High Court, and he can be 
declared as the · winner, or the Court can 
declare the .election void, and a fresh election 
can be held. But the hon . Member has said 
there are difficulties in br~nging an election 
petition. · The only diffictllty which can face 
an NCNC defeated candidate is the penalty 
for perjury ! Apart from . that the·re are no 
difficulties whatever. 

It is said that we haye to deposit ..nn amount 
of £50. That is part of the allegation which 
has been brought to the floor of this House. 
That is ·not true, it cannot be- found in any 

· part of the Regulations. BUt the Regulations 
do say that in the discretion of the Court, the 
Court may order that there should be a deposit 
for costs , Of course, if you are sure ...... ... 

Opposition Benches : How much ? 

• Chief Williams : At the discretion of 
the Court. Don't you understand what that 
means ? It means· that the Court will fix 
any amount which it li,kes. 

Opposition Members : How much ? 

Chief Williams : I regret, Mr Speaker, 
that I am unable to give af,y further explana-
tion. (Interruption) . ' 

Chief Oputa-Otutu : So far no Court 
has awarded anything less than £100. 

' I' • 
I . , 

Chief Williams : I think I can ·cla'im 
more experience than this hori . Gentleman. 
It is absolutely uptrue . . (Prolonged inter·w p-
tion). · 

As I was sa'ying, Six:, it is at the dtscretior; 
of the Court to fix any amount, and if it is · 
alleged-if a petitioner is sure that i:here is . 
substance in his petition, he should not . be · 
afraid to ask for the amount for costs and if · 
the NCNC is a party that is worth its n ame, 
it should be able to assist in providing any 
amount that is asked for. That is the duty 
of :my National Party. · 

Then there is complaint that the cause of 
election petition must be brought up within 
thirty days. They do not consider . that that 
is enough time to elapse in a large-scale fraud 
which has been practised during eleccioneer
ing time. In the first place, Sir, the examples 
which have been quoted on the floor of this 
House are such that they must give thir ty 
days. Some of the allegations which have 
been made against the Electoral Officers, like, 
for example-, refusing ;NCNC supporters a 
vote, and impersonation, which . someone 
said took place in his presen«e ; 200 ballot 
papers which are alleged to have been found 
in the house of an imaginary man .. . ..... . 

One Opposition Member: .He is not 
imaginary. (Interruptions). 

.. 

Chief Williams: Well, all right. W hy 
should thirty days be too short to file a 
petition in this case? It is quite clear that . 

~- .: f 

these things are frivolous e~ctises . . 
The point is, Sir, that .all the allegations 

which have beenbrought by 1\~embers of the 
Opposition are false and mali ms. But for 
the restrictions which have bee~ placed upon 
me by Regional Parliamentary proced'ure, I 
would have described some of the Opposition ~~· 
speakers as shameless liars . ~s it is, I have 

~ . . . 

to be content with describing them as .having 
no respect· whatever for. the truth ! (Laugh
ter) . 

It has been alleged, Sir, that the Action 
Group won the elections by force . .. . . . . . . The 
hon. Minister of . Health has very' 'likelY ~ 
replied them, Sir. . The fact is, that the 
Action Group is growing from strength to 
strength. 

Opposition Members : From fraud to 
fraud. (Interruption). 

Chief · Williams :. Let me · repeat, that 
we have not won elections by fl\aud, H ow 
did we win the elections in Jos Province, and 
Ilorin Province ? How did we win th~m 
in Epe ? (Interruption). Th.e number of · 
seats controlled by the Action Group in the 
Local Governmen't Councils has been trebled . 
. in the Eastern Region, before the Afenm~i 
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' election, we had only one Member in that 

Assembly. Now 'Ye have 18. In other words 
the Eastern powers have been multiplied 18 
times . So the. advance · in this Region has 
been quite modes t. 

The trouble Sir, is that it is unfortunate 
that Members of the Opposition Party will 
not work, because Sir, I bel~eve sincerely that 
this country can only prosper if there is a 
vigilant and constructive Opposition . I often 

,ponder, Sir, why it is that Opposition Mem
bers do not address themselves to matters 
' vhich affect the dai:ly lives of the people of 
this Region . . Why . is it that they do not 
criticise : the. activities of Government upon 
fa(rts which are well known ? Why is it that 
they musl invent falsehood in order to find 
a : subject . matter for debate ? Those who 
have spo~en on the Opposi,tion side before, 
their names have gone down as having made 
allegations · that are utterly unfounded. 
(Shame I flf4me ! ) . . Their allegations are on 
record, a11-d -~twill be. to thei1~verlasting shame 

· that th~i,r '~affie_s are recordeV~or making those 
allegat11;m~,. whtch they cannv t prove. . (Inter-
ruption) ~~ :,~ ·i . ·· . . · • . 

· F~~ 'th~; ben:efit of the lion. Ri ember who 
.says . that:,J li.ave no constituency, he will 
app reciate ·· that I am a Member of. . .. .. .. . .. . 
(Interruption). If the hon . Member is n ot 
aware-as· I have told one of the hon . Mem
bers who is ·not h ere today-If he thinks it is 
easy to get mto the House in the same-manner 
in which I got. here, let him try and do so . 
(Laughter). 

··May I end. by telling · hon. M embers that 
the Government h as no intention w hatever 
of i"esigning. If hon . Members have doubts 
about the voting, let them be· raised in their 
COns tituen cies . (Inte1Tuption). . . 

. Mr Speaker : Order. I · think hon. 
Members will adhere to Standing Order 29. 
Members will not · take the floor of the House 
unnecessarily, nor sit in a place allotted to any 
other lVIember: • I shall request hon. Mem
bers. to sit in their own proper !?laces. 

·. The Minister of Trade and Industry 
(Chief A. 0. Adeyi): Mr Speaker, Sir, I thank 
you very much for giving me this opportunity 
to corre.ct. one .brief pqint made by one of the 
speakers on the other side of this House. It 
is unfortunate · that Members of the Opposi'
tion come to this House to reveal their 
ignorance~ ·. There are· .so . many attributes of 
the NCNC as ' a P arty, one of which i-s igno
rance. I .shall ·give the rest · in my future 
addresses. One of them struck me yesterda,y, . 
as a lecturer in Ethics . .I shall also gl.ve them 
the b fnefit of my knowledge of ethics, so that 

" 

they can become better and more useful 
citizens in this country. The Mover of this 
Motion made a similar allegation yesterday 
that one chief) borrowed money, and he 
thought he was correcting the l,ran policy of 
tbis Government. It is unfortunate that this 
same hon. Member wpo mov.ed this Motion 
should come to th is H buse only to contradict 
himself. 1-I'e was urging this Government to 
invest m oney. Where ? In his 'house or . 
where? 

Opposition Members 
in the land . 

To invest money . 

Chief Adeyi : £25,000 was invested in 
an indigenous bank. The purpose of invest
ing money was to get more money on 'its 
deposit. An interest rate of 4 · per cent is 
payable . 

Opposition Members · The Minister is 
not saying anything relevant to the Motion; 
He is talking about yesterday. The IV;rotion is 
for the Government to resign. Continue 
with irrelevancy. · 

Chief Adeyi : An jnterest :cate of 4 per 
cent on its deposit. The Mover of this 
Motion complained that money w,as deposited 
in a bank. But there h as been no diffi
culty in claiming the money deposited in 
t his Bank . . We have had enough ahswers 
and I am sure the Mover of this Motion has 
b eeh given satisfactory answers as regards 
the one million pounds he referred to. There 
is an interest rate of 4 per cent on this and I 
also said there has been . no difficulty experi
enced in getting this money back. . Consid~ 
ering the efficiency with which this special 

·Bank is being run we have no doubt that the · 
money will , be got back by the owner. I 
would like to take this opportunity of warning 
Members on the other side of this House 
that when they come to this place they should · 
not make any attempt to mislead the public 
in any way: They should also try at all times 
to tell the world the truth. Unfortunately 
wh at the Opposition · h as told this House is 
nothing but untruth. Mr Speaker Sir, I beg 
to oppose. · 

The Minister of Works ann Transport 
(Chief A. 0. Ogederigbe): Mr Speaker, Sir, 
this Motion so far is senseless and it is the sort 
of thing that is found amon~ the Opposition 
Members of this House- people without the 
slightest parliamentary knowledge and I wish 
they would make these statements outside 
this House. 

Opposition Members : We an; ready 
to make it and make . it anywhere (shame r 
shame. ! fraudulent me_n !). 
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Chief Ogedengbe: Mr Speaker Sir, . 
the Opposition Members have made use 
of the privilege given to lion. M embers to 
attack decent people on the Government 
Benches. Various elecdon offences : have 
been credited to this Govemment. During 

. the last Local Government elections in this 
Region, many offences were · committed by 
the NCNC followers and they shifted the 
blame on to the Action Group Party. This 
shows that the Opposition IVtePI1bers are 
vague, · they are frustrated and hcmce they 
try to find a scape-goat. The mem,bers of 
the NCNC are so ignorant of what steps 
should be ta!<en to bring the offt;nders to 
b ook. When they saw bad things happening 
during the elections were they so foolish as 
not to call attention to them if they were an · 
that sure of the allegations ? The NCNC 
Sir, &hould accept its ignominous defeat. 

Opposition Members : •Resign, resign. 
Mr preacher, resign. 

Chief Og~dengbe: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
let us look at the N C N C Benches. How 
many Members have they' today? Those 
who are .still there are pe.ople without 
conscience and those who have seen ·· the 
light have left them and joined the Govern
ment Benches. Those left on the Opposition 
side are men who are shown the way but will 
not follow. . Mr Speaker Sir, the hon. 
Minister of Health and Social Welfare has 
ably shown Members of the Opposition 
where their shoes pinch them and I need not 
go further, and therefore I oppose this 
Motion. 

Chief Enahoro : Mr Speaker Sir, ·I 
,would like to assure the Opposition Members 
that I shall not embarrass them. I shall only 
try to make · some explanations on the points 
ra ised concerning my Ministry. . 

Opposition Benches : Minister of All 
Affairs-talk on. 

Chief Enahoro : Mr. Speaker Sir, the 
first is the Nigeria Broadcasting Corporation. 
It has ·been alleged that the Nigerian Broad
casting Corporation has be0,n taken up by the 
Action Group. This is. absolutely untrue. 
The engagement · of staff in the Nigerian 
Broadcasting Corporation is not within any 
Regional competence. · It is a Federal matter 
and th e Action Group is not· controlling the 
Federal House and most cof the staff of the 
Nigcriun Droudcnsti.ng Corporation were 
engaged before th.e Action Group took over 
this · Region. -8ir, whatever may be the 
doings of the Nigerian Broadcasting Corpora
tion, this Government is not responsible. 
It is possible that the Nigerian Broadcasting 

Corporation may make mistakes from time to 
time. To give an . example of . the mistakes 
which the Nigerian Broadcasting-Corporation 
makes, . sometime it was ·broadcast that .we 
won 18 seats in my district whereas no el€ction . 
took place of recent. But I w'ould assure the 
hon . Members opposite that we on this side 
of the House have full confidence in the 
Nigerian Broadcasting Corporat<\on but if 
they have no confidence in the Nigerian 
Broadcasting Corporation it is their <;luty to 
take up the matter 'with their own .Ministers 
in the Federal House who are respons'ible. 

Government Benches: It used to be · 
Kola Balogun (laughtel'). 

Chief Enahoro: Second point is the 
request for the Police' to be at polling stations·. 
Quite apart from its undesirability it is 
physically impossible. There are 6,000 polling 
stations in this Region and there are available 
21,644 policemen so that even if every . 
policeman . from the Commissioner to the 
last man were available to be posted to 
the polling stations during .elections it would 
not "be possible to share the men among the 
polling stations. 

. Opposition Benches : The election~ do 
not take place Ofl: the same dates. Take for 

.instance now, an election is being condtlcted 
at Owo, you can draft policemen fiom Ibadan 
to Owo and vice versa. 

Chief Enahoro : If · I am going to be 
interrupted......... There are 1,421 police
men in th~ Nigerian Police Force and .there 
are 1,322 in the Local Government Police 
Force and out of these numbers ho~. Mem- ·' 
bers rriust know that provision must be made . 
for administrative staff. I have no doubt · 
in my mind at all that what the NCNC wants ; , 
is to disturb our force so widely' so that they ' 
can have time to practise anything they want 
at any particular point knowing that there will 
be no police to check them. I have had 
personal experience of such things in my 
district. Once they see ~ere are no police
men around they start to maltreat innocent 
p eople. Now, Sir; I have n o doubt person- · 
ally · in my mind that what tl~ NCNC really 
want is for us to disperse oUI\}olice Force so 
widely during elections, so that tliey can 
practise whatever they want, knowing . there 
a·re no policemen · to check whatever 
happens. I have had personal . ~xperience 
of this in my own divisions and that was 
because they thought the Police were far 
away without realising that · the Superin
tendent of Police was less than five miles· 
away. For that reason, I fully support -the 
policy of the Commissioner of Po1ice, and 

· have requested that during elections detach-
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~ents sho~ld be ,available at points so that 
they can be near to deal w{J\1 any malpractices . 

T he third point is th al~me hon. Member 
made certain rem arks about the. Commissioner 
o~ Polic~ here this morning, aG el I challe?~ed 
h1m to let m e have the document prom1smg 
that I. would let the House know the result 
before we rise today. I ·have no doubt in 
my mind that the document is false ; if it isn't, 
let m e have it, and I will . give it to the 
Commissioner of Police, and we will have an 
answer tonight. (Interruptions). 

. N ow, Sir, the fourth point is that a charge 
has been. made that these elections were 
arranged .'so that Action Group-controlled 
Divisions might be dealt with first before the. 
others. ·'.May I refer, Sir, to page 5 of this 
Report 'giving the dates on which these 
elections were held, and you ·will find that 
the first Divisions dealt with were Remo, 

. Western: r Ijaw and . Asaba Division. At 
that time, : we cJ.id not control Western Jjaw 
Division'' and, at that time, Sir, we did not 

. contr~~ A~~ba .Oivision. 
· . The 'next pain~, Sir, is that one Member 
asserted that there was no occasion on which 

' law and . order was maintained during the 
elections t:in the Region. That is true as far 
as the . ' NCNC-controlled · ' D ivisions are 
conceme,d: In Benin and: Ibadan Divisions, 
every tirp.e there are elections, you must have 
riots . I Why is . it that it ' does not happen . 

·:els'ewhere: ·. ·. There are several other divisions 
in, ,this' ~egipn. Ilesha Division is controlled 
·by. the l'fCNC-there are no riots; the NCNC 
have ·won ·elections in Ondo, but in Ibadan 
and ·Benin then~ are always disorders .' In 
Afenmai'-.we lost a Parliamentary Secretary, 
there w~ no riot, but in Ibadan there must 
always qe riots. ' 

.N ow, ·; Sir, I do ·agree that there ar'e distur
bances in these two divisions . From time to 
time we are toler in thi!i House (Interruptions). 
Nobody warits to wipe out the NCNC. I, 
in fact, Sir, like to see an Opposition .. . .. . 
(Interruptions) . · 

Now, S1r, a further ·point is that we have 
had · an allegation that one man was killed 
during : the last elee:tion_:_one man was 
killed ! · Mr Speaker, Sir, how can . these 
people come out here and speak about one 
man being killed when · more than three 
months ago people were slaughtered by · the 

. . NCNC (Interruptions), and yet people come 
here now and talk about one man being 

' killed. 1 
, • .' , 

Chief Oputa-Otutu : On point of order 
Sir, the case is still in Court. 

Chief Enahoro : · What order ? The 
bon. Member will ag•ee that I am the last 
p erson to mis-read the Standing Orders of 
the House . . Mr Speaker, ,Sir, considering 
the recent murders carried out in this Division 
in respect of which there are now many cases 
in Court, how can the Opposition come here 
and talk about one man being .J{illed ? People 
have been murdered in Dcnin, and less 
than three months ago, people were slaugh- . 
t ered in . Ibadan. It is the duty of the 
aggrieved person, Sir, to approach the Police 
and if the Police do not take action, that is 
the proper time for Members to come to this 
hon. House (Interruptions). I can assure 
bon. Members that there is no .,power in this 
Region which can instruct' the P'olice not to 
take murder cases to Court. Who is the 
person who can instruct the Police not to 
proceed with murder cases ? 

Now, Sir, one last point I would like to 
make, I have myself been in the position in 
which f regard myself as the Opposition ; 
that was in the Federal ' Government. It is 
not necessary . to continue to accuse in order 
to be an efficient Opposi#on ; it is not neces
sary to be destructive in . order · to appear 
critical. I think that this is a lesson that the 
Opposition require to learn. (Interru.ptio'ns). 
Certain Opposition Members have accy.sed 
the Government of buying 6 v e r their 
members. It appears that tl\ e NCNC and their 
supporters must be men without conviction, 
otherwise why should it be easY to buy them? 
We lost the Federal Elections in this Region in 
1954, but you did not hear any weeping from 
us ; we realised that our Party had not made 
sufficient effort to win it. We never accused 
the NCNC of maJpractices, but every time 
the NCNC loses in the West or anywhere, 
there is something JtUZzlirig. 

J 

• 11 

Now, Sir, I have to ~-efer to the suggestion 
made by the hon. the Minister of Justice. I 
think it would be very frivolous to ask that 
the Parliament of this Region should resign. 
At the worst, even though these charges were 
genuine, they wO.uld only amo~mt to the fact 
that the Minister of Local Government has 
not done his job prqperly, that is the worst 
possible cqnstruction' you can put on it, but 

·not that the Government should . resign 
because tWo men have been found· with 1,000 . 
ballot papers. Sir, we have a mandate 
to rule this Region for five years, and it is 
our intention to rule this Region for five 
years. Furthermore, Sir, I should like to 
assure the Opposition that the challenge they 
have made is not new. We had a similar 
challenge m 1955 (Interruptions). 
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( ALHADJI ADEGBENRO J 
I say Sir, that that is far from the truth, 
What happened was that· the elections came 
up in April_ '1958 and the first divisions that 
had thei-r elections from the beginning of the 
7th. to the 19th of April are the following: · 
W estern Ijaw, Asa.ba, Aboh and from the 
results (interruptions) , the Action Group came 
out with fiyinz co lours in Western I]aw and in 
Asaba and even in Aboh ahd in Ishan . The 
Action Group was able to win many 'more 
councils · from the NCNC in Urhobo and 
W arri Divisions. 

The bon. the . Mover 'suggested in his 
speech this m orning, Mr Speaker, that the 
elections , are . unsatisfactory because the 
Action .Group had l:fuught over candidates 
belonging to his Party: Again, I say nothing 
can .be . further from the truth. The· result 
of the ,election 'into that .council was that in 

· Ukwuani Di!l,trid Council in Aboh division 
the Action Group scored 19 from nothing and 
the N.CNC, 19. O.n the day of the first 
m eeting ' of. the Council' the first business of 
the .Gouncil was to elect a chairman. Now 
Sir, two ·parties, having nad equal members, 
could not· elect. a chairman and there was a 
deadlock. ·. There was equality of votes, 19 on 
one · · side, and 19 on the other. The 
chairman. ·suggested that a decision should 
be taken by lot . I mention this because he 
laid emphasis on . the instruction from my 
Ministry, 'that the election of the chairman 
at , that· ·particular meeting was illegal. It 

·. was quite illegal because there is nothing in 
the ·.Electoral Regulations and nothing in the · 
Local!Government Law that makes provision 

- fo r election Of chairman of a coun~;il by lot. 
I decided that election could not be by lot 
and I remember iri J un c Mr Speaker, when 
I brought a Bill to this~-Iouse, I disclosed 
that the responsibility of\/he chairman of the 
council is· such that it cannot· be determined 
by lot. . . . <~ 

· T~e mover also suggested that the district 
council in Ulnvuani has been won over by the 
Action Group because of the injection of · 
chiefs into tha t council. Mr Speaker, again 
I say, nothing can be f~rthe.r · from the truth. 
Ti!l today Sir, the chiefs, the . traditional 
members have not taken their seats in . that 
council and .in spite of thiJ.t Mr Speaker, my 
hon. Friend was voted out as chairman of that 
council. Now, there ·is one impqrtant aspect 
9f this allegation of my bon. F riend, the 
Member: for Aboh, about the injection of 
traditional m embers into the Ukwuani Dist
rict Council. . I challenge hi~ to deny the 
fact that he has written several petitions to me, 
he has also come to see me. He has led 
aeveral delegations to me, asking .that. chiefs 

shoulc;l be put into the Ukwuani District 
Council since there are chiefs in the Ndosi
mili District Council. These are the two 
councils forming Aboh Division, and that has 
been the reason why that division is not 
represented in the House of Chiefs. It is a 
pity indeed and this is the type of thing that 
woultl rob the Aboh people of their right in 
the House of Chiefs . · It is difficult to 
determine tradition in that part of the Region 
because those who claim to be chiefs are not 
found at the roots . of the chieftaincy tradition. 

It is a pity, Mr Speaker, that the other 
Member-that is the second Member for 
Aboh Division-is ~ot here now. I would 
like to say that his· C~league from the · same 
Division with him is standing-or rather, is an 
obstacle-in · the way of Aboh Division 
getting . a representation · in the House of 
Chiefs. . . . 

You have heard also from a Member from 
Asaba Division about the inj !:ction of chiefs 

· into Councils, anc). that the Action Group 
won the election because · of these chiefs. 
Again, Mr Speaker, that is not correct. The 

' elec:;tion was won purely on party organisation 
and party goodwill. Before the Chiefs ever 
took their seats elections had been lield~ 

Sir, before the last election the ~embership 
of the Action Group in the Council was 9 
and the NCNC, 20. But after the. election, 
the Action Group won 16 seats, and the 
NCNC won only 13 seats. It goes to show, 
Sir, that the Action Group had ·won immense
ly by the goodwill and confidence which the 
people of this Region have fou it. Therefore, 
Mr Speaker, it is our right once we are able to 
win a local election to elect a chairman for 
that Council, and also to run its affairs in a 
way which would be benefic.lal to the people 
whom we represent in that area. 

. ! 

Mr Speaker, Sir, .both sides of this bon. 
House will remember the threats of riots 
which the bon. the Deputy ~peaker of this 
House issued on the occasion of the 
proposal to put traditional members into the 
Asaba District Council. After the election . 
into that Council I decided to attend the 
fhst meeting of the Asaba District Council 
because I would like to be an eye witness of 
the riots threatened by the hon. the Deputy 
Speaker. But what happened ? Mr Speaker 
Sir, it is interesting · to note that my visit 
coincided with that of the bon. Minister of 
Works and Transport, and both of us were 
present at that meeting. But what happened?. 
instead of rioting, or instead of disturbances; 
there was dancing, merry making and so on 
and so forth. Mr Speaker, Sir, I even had to 
leave the Rest House and sleep in the House 
of a friend at Asaba. I did this in order to see 
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whether I could move anywhere in the town · 
without let or hindrance·. . 

Opposition Benches So you are a 
very brave man ? 

Alhadji' Adegbenro : Western !jaw

The two Members from that area have 
made some comments ; they have mentioned 
certain things which m any people cannot 
remember now . . 

Opposition Benches Including your-
self? 

Alhadji Adegbenro: All I can remem
ber is the allegation that the Action Group 
won the last election by fraudulent means. 
But may I tell them, Mr Speaker, Sir, that 

. before the last local election the Action Group 
had no single member in any Council in 
Western !jaw. Not only that, Sir, the Action 
Group did not even conduct any campaigns 

· in that part of the Region. But because of 
the goodwill and confiClence which the people 
of this Region have about the Action Group 
the NCNC lost all the Counciis in Western 
Ijaw. Even my hon. Fri·~ncl, the Member for 
Ijaw North who also contested the last elec
tion, lost his ·deposit. · (Shdine ! Shame ! 
Shame!) 

N9t only that, Sir, the. second Member 
from Western Ijaw was at that time, of course, 
having a comfortable time in Her Majesty's 
C!ltering Rest House at Broad Street, Lagos . 

. Mr Speaker Sir, there is one serious 
all~gation made against the Electoral Commis
sioner of this · Region. The · Electoral 
Commissioner performed his duties with 

• absolute impartiality during the last elections, 
and it is only sufficient for me, as I do not 
want to bother you, Mr Speaker, to say that 
on behalf of the Government of this Region, 
I would like to pay my tribute to that 
gallant officer for the waY. he has conducted 
the last election. I should like also to put on 
record · Government .7ppreciation .of the 
excellent performances of this officer: · • 
. Mr Speaker, Sir, before· I close this short 
speech, I should like to to . tell you a short · 
story. It is a very short story about an 
incident which occurred in a constituency 

· in the Western Region. ' P . 
Opposition Benches 

constituency ? 

I 

\Vas tf1at in your 

· Alhadji Adegbenro. : I happ~n·ed to be 
connected with that constttuency. After 
polling, Mr ·Speaker, Sir, boxes were be;ing 
carried to · the counting centre. A small boy 
of about nine or ten was invited by a candi-

. elate.. to carry a box. · This boy willingly 
accepted to carry the box. But at the count-

ing centre when this box was placed on the 
table and the boy detected that the box he 
carried there had the Cock SymboL on .it, 
what did h e do ? He burst into . tears. I 
quickly ran to his aid thinking that p robably 
the boy mLISt have been hurt .. On enquiry, 
however, this little kid said h e b ecame 
unhappy when h e kn e\v he had been carrying 
a box with the Cock S ymbol. M r Sp eaker, 
this is a very poignant in:::ident to show that 
the people of this R egion have los t confiden.ce 
in the NCNC, and it is only left · for the . 
NCNC to look round and examine themselves 
to ·see whether their organisation means 
anything at ?11. 

Mr Speaker, 'S ir, the matte r of past 
per{ormance. The. credit balance of the 

·Action Group is robust, and n o m andate 
can be stronger and fresher than that given 
by the overwhelming majority of th e people 
of the Western R egion d:uring the las t local 
elections. ~ 

Finally, Mr Speaker, Sir, what is the 
analysis of the speeches ~) which w e have 
listened today? 90 per <..\Ult of those who 
spoke in support come from forrilet NCNC 
strongholds. Wbat is the inference in that.? 
The inference is there and it is the growing 
loss of confidence for the 'NCNC . and deep 
affection and goodwill for the Action Group 
.instead. Mr Speaker, Sir, undoubtedly we 
can understand the indig nation of the .. 
NCNC . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to oppos~ . 
. -

Chief Oputa-Otutu : . Mr · Speaker, ~ 
Sir, honestly-indee9, honestly-! h ave been 
disappointed by the speeches m ade by 
Government Members, that is, l\1embers of 
the Government Benches. · · · 

Mr Speaker, · Sir, I begin by speaking on 
what the Minister of Local Go:Vernmen t said .' 
Mr Speaker, Sir, the Minister was telling . 
half truths, honestly . I would not . lil~e to 
say he was telling lies because such a descrip
tion will be regarded as t.:nparliam entary, 
but what of this ·fabricated falsehood ! 

Mr Speaker, Sir, here is the b~ok-a r eport 
is here-in which the Electoral ·Com missioner 
himself has given tpe state of the p arti es on the 
19th of April, as follows :__:. · · 

Action Group ... ... . .. 9 
(it is written in black and w'hite) 
NCNC ... ~ ... .. 10 
Independents . ....... . 7. ' 

All these figures are'written in black and whhe 
here. And yet, M r Speaker, Sir,· the party 
with 9 seats now controls the Council. . It is 
a shame. 

I 

, I 
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Mr Speaker, Sir, I am happy again tnat the 
Minorities . Commission ·has recommended 
· ........ . with your permission Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I should just like to quote from the Minorities 
Commission Report, page 23: . 

"The Report of tbe Commission ap
pointed to enquire into the fears of the 
Minorities and the means of allaying 
t l1em", page ·23. 

Government Benches: What para
, graph? 

Chief Oputa-Qtutu: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
the Minister of Justice and Attorney
General · should stop di sturbing me. You 
have no constituency. We shall soon sus -

. pend you from this House if you continue in 
this way. Yes, l\1r .Speaker, as I was saying, 
page. - 23 · of. the Mino;ities Commission 
Report, paragraph 39 reads as follows:-

"More distutbing '~vas the .history re
counted to us of a umber of Local 
Authority Councils in .shan and Afenmai 
in which, after the local government 
electi_9p.~, , t~er~ · ':"a~ an ~CNC majority 

· but m wh1ch Wlthm a · few months the 
maj ority · had gone over to the Action 
Group. There were in the two Divisions 
twelve Local Authority Councils. Imme
diately after the election nine of these had 
NCNC majorities. '\Vithin a few months 
only five remained to the NCNC, the rest 
being ·· controlled by the Action Group. 
We are not aware of the consideration 

: which.· induced these changes of party, but 
those .who changed included a number of 
traditional rulers who in a special sense are 
sensitive to Government favour or its 
withdrawal". 
Chief · Enahoro: The . Commissioners 

say that they are "not aware of the considera
t ions". What .then are you saying? 

Chief Oputa;.Otutu: Listen i will tell 
you ;_ the· rele,;ant portion is-

" ......... who changed included a nuinber 
of traditional rulers who in a special sense 
are sensitive to Government favour or its 
withdrawal". 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Action Group is the 
only party in this country that does not want 
an Opposition.· So you are not ashamed, and . 
you have · the cat~rage to go to the next 
ConstitutiQnal Conference, to the Colonial 
Secretary, to a man who is used to democratic 
principles! Shame on you! ·! 

Mr Speaker, ~ sir, this morning- I was' very · 
bitter with the Electoral Commissioner. In 
fact I went t <? the extent of criticising his 

• 

physical features . I am ·sorry about these 
things but I was annoyed . The British 
Administrativ~ Officers have left a tradition 
in this country. :They have le~t a legacy, and 
.that legacy has been admitted by many people 
in this country. Th,e Britisp people are· well 
known for their de1'nocratic principles, Mr 
Speaker, Sir, if an officer like the Electoral 
Commissi0ncr felt that pressure ·was being 
brought on him to do something he would not 
like to do under nom1al circum:; tances he 
should resign. If you come to Ibadan to see . 
the Electoral Commissioner he will say you .· 
should go and meet the Minister . and the 
Minister will refer you back to the Electoral 
Commissioner. 

Opposition: Fire on! Fire ·on! 

Chief Oputa-Otutu: M ra Speaker, Sir, 
honestly speaking, I was disappointed by the 
performance of. the Minister of Home Affairs 
and Midwest Affairs. 

Chief Enahoro: What have I done? 

c'hief Oputa-Otutu: Mr' Speaker, Sir, he · 
had the courage to speak about the London 
County Council being controlled by Labour 
for many years. I am very happy that he had 
the courage to say that in this House. You 
know very well that the British Conservative . 
Party has been in power for many yea:t:s in · 
c;.reat Britain. They have never used any 
fraudulent m eans to control the County 
Council. But I know that in the Western 
Region all possible efforts have been made by 
the Action · Group to control, the Ibadan 
District Council. When they fail to control 
it they will dissolve· it. They will use all so1:ts 
of obstructions in order to find ways of 
controlling it. Mr Speaker, Sir, I was again -
entertained by one of our Ministers-Chief 
Ogedengbe. He said nothing if you. 
listened to what he said. He said the Motion 
was irresponsible and then here we are. · 
Our portable Minister · of Commerce and 
Industry was trying to defend the investment 
of £25,000 belonging to the people of this 
Region in an indigenous _private bank . and 
said it yields 4 per cent and that we should be 
satisfied with that. Yet we have no money 
to build our roads. Mr Speaker, Sir, this · 
morning the Member for Aboh exposed what 
happened during the last election · in my 
constituency. The fact is that the Electoral 
Law . and the Electoral Regulations are so 
mixed up. You cannot take anybody to 
court under .the Electoral Law, even if there 
is anybribery and corruption. When I spoke 
this morning I cha.llenged the Minister . of 
Local Government to dissolve that Council · 
and see whether . he could get two . Action 
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· Group Members in'to that Gouncil. Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I would like the Minister to 
know again· that I challenge him to dis;wlve 
that Council and see if he could get two 
Action Group members. 

Alhadji Adegbenro: You are no longer 
in the Council. 

Chief Oputa~Otutu: Please allow me to 
go there and campaign. . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, this morning I was 
entertained by our great Attorney-General 
and Minister of Justice . You claim to be the 
Director of Prosecution. 

Chief W'illiams: I do not claim to be the 
Director of Prosecution. 

Chief .Oputa-Otutu: The case of the 
Director of Prosecution being under the 
Attorney-General should be reviewed. We 
are losing confidence in that Department. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, the point is that that 
Department is playing . politics and the 
. people of this Region are gradually losing 
confidence in it. Mr Speaker,' Sir, we may 

' .be compelled to write . to the Colonial Secre
tary to ·review this particular aspect by 
.removing the Prosecution Department from 
the•control of the Attorney-General. 

Mr Speaker, ·s ir, I listened to Alhadji 
· Gbadamosi. Well, h e said nothing. In the 
morning I said that the Minorities Commis
sion has ordered that the present courts be 
abollshed as they are of.no use. · Members of 
these Courts are Action .- Group fanatics. If 
you are not a member. of the Action Group 
you will not be ~ppointed into this Court. 
The recommendation of the Minorities 
Commission at section 25 page 106 was that 
the responsibility for appointment to District 
Councils should be vest'ed in an independent 
body such as a Judicial Service Commission. 

. Chief Williams: It is in order for the 
hon. Gentleman to quote from the Report 
bui: it is not in order for the han . Gentleman 
to mislead the House. Section 25 which he · 

• refers to is . in Chapter 6 and this deals with 
the Eastern Region'. · (Shame! Shame!) . 

·· ·Chie f Oputa-Otutu: You have not reqd 
the report; that is the trouble. (Shame) 
Shame!). , 

The fact is that th ere" is going to be a 
Judicial Commission, an independent Judicial 
Commission, not wh~tt you call : "L9cal 
Service Board" (Interruptions from G(jvern
ment Front Bench). I mentioned certain . 
personalities, I agree. Those men have never 
left Ibadan in ·all their lives (Laughter, Laitgh
te-r). How \vould they know t~ese members 

? • 

' ., 

of customary court.s ? They ha.ve n ever met 
them in per8on, and yet they are appointed 
simply because they are Action Group 
supporters and these p eople are recommended 

. by Action Group people . . .... ... ... : 
I would like, Sir, to draw the atteution of 

this House to these serious and grave all~ga.: 
tions made against the Government of this 
Region. · In any democratic country, any 
Government which does not defend these 

. charges would resign without being asked to 
do so. The Western Region · Government 
has no right . to go to Great Britain and sit at 
that Const itutional Conference. . Mr Speaker 
Sir, a Government that would take the 
people's fund and 'deposit it in a Bank for six 
to seven years without giving an account of it 

·to this hon. House should resign. M r Speak
er, a Government that :would resort to the 
injection of traditional members into Councils 
in order to control them should also resign. 
These are very grave ·charges, they m ust not 
be treated with levity. You can't fool the 
Nigerian public all the time .. .' ..... ...... .... . .. 

o 'uestion proposed. ' ~:: 
Question put and uegatived . . 

PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATIONS 
OVERSEAS 

:l· 

Mr G. B. Adeyemi: The Motion is that . 
this honourable House call on the . \ iVestern, 
Region Government to ~consider the possibil_; 
ity of sending parliamentary delegations of ; · 
at, least eight members at a J!ple to the United 
Kingdom annually as in \ijhe case of the ' 
Federal House. . • 

Mr Speaker, S ir, as the lVIotion is so 
explicit and almost speaks .for itself, I think : 

·it is very unnecessary for me to · make a long 
speech .' Hon . Members will agree with me 
that many benefits will be derived if such a .. 
delegation is sent abroad especially at .this · 
time when the country is heading for indepe·n
dence. It will foster friendly . relations, 
mutual understanding, and exchange of views 
with other parliamentarians in other parts of 
the world . It will . allow us to study the 
inside stuff ·of how Governments in other 
countries are being run. The practical 
experience given · will be o( 8,dvantage to the 
people of this Region and to the country as a 
whole. If this Motion is· carried, the Western 
Region Government, al.ready 'known for its 
progressive and democratic attitude, .wiU ~e 
setting up another landmar-k in the history 
of Nigeria. It is my sincere wish that this 
Motion may receive the support of bo th sides 
of this House . 

" 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. 

{1\ 
f . , l 
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. Chief Lebi Mr Speaker, Sir, l nse to 
second this M otion. This is the only Motion 
that needs no de.bate, for it commends itself 

. to both sides of the House. Everybody will 
·~ agree with me that the Government of this 
T~cgion i3 the most .progressive,· the most 
practical, th e mf.lst dynnmic, th~ mosf. tole
rant, the m.ost generou:;ffi the most humani
tazian. Government in t\/i s country. In the 
p ractice and p attern for true. democracy, our 
'Government is exemplary. 1 t will therefore 

· be a ·gesture of goodwill . oR the part of our 
gene.rous Government to send parliamentary 

·.delegations to the United Kingdom. I am 
sure · such delegations wiH come back with 

renewed spiri t. 
.Mr · ~peaker, Sir, I beg to second. 

Mr A. M , F. Agbaj e : Mr Speaker, ~ir, I 
' Should like to make one observation. We hope 
this is ·not an attempt, to use this opportunity 
mainly.for the purpose of the M~mbers on the 

. Government Benches. . .. ..... . (Governmeflt 
B enches ·: No, N o, No!) ... .. .. .. and we hope 
that ·when delegations are being sent, there 
will be equal representations from both sides 
of the ·House. 

Chief Enahoro: · It gives me great pleas
ure to say that \ve are considering the possibil
ity ·of sending parliamentary delegations 
abroad: . I would like to assure bon. Members 
that· if and when the time comes to ·make 
selectiqn, the Opposition side will be ade-
quately "n!presented . . 
. Q11-~st_io'n proposed. 
Question put cmd agreed to. 

·• ELECTIONS TO LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT COUNCILS 

The i11over-M!' C. A. Williams-being 
(absent, the Mo tion was not taken) . . 

T HE OLU OF WARRI'S 
ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE 

• !JAWS AND URHOBOS 
Mr Ariworiyai : · Mr Speak~r, Sir, it is 

not my intention· to go through this Motion, 
but meanwhile·. I · wish · to make a few 
comments . 

Chief Enahoro . : Is he in fact p repared 
to move the Motion ?" 

Mr Ariworiyai : The bon. the 1\:linister 
of Home and ·Midwest Affairs knows very 

. well that .when. I mean tb act I act properly. 
The only unfortunate thing is that my Col
league .(r:om W estern ljaw South, who would 
have seconded this l'v1otion,. has already left 
for \ Varri and there is at the moment nobody 
·prepared or qualified enough to second this 
'Motion. (Laughter). I am sure that bon. 
Members of this House will agree with me 
that it has happ ened on repeated occasions 

that when either l'vlr Ozekc or myself move 
Motions, those ~1otions arc never seconded 
by any other person (Laughter) · despite the 
fact that we have on· repeated occasions 
spoken in support .. of Motions moved 
b y other IVIcmbcrs of the House . I am not 
moving this l\llo t ion , b ut. ....... . 

Mr Speaker : I take it for granted that 
the hon . Member does not move. 

Mr Ariworiyai: Yes, I do not move. 
APPOINTMENT OF. NCNC 

MEMBERS TO PUBLlC BOARDS 
Mr Adesokan : For the simple reason 

that a Motion calling upon the Government 
,of the Region to resign and seek a · fresh· 
mandate has been Jefcated in this House, 
which shows clearly beyond any reasonable 
doubt that Governmet:t is not ready for any 
.improvements sponsored by the Opposition, 
I would like to withdraw this i\.'lotion. Even 
if I moved this Motion, the Government 
would throw it aside ; therefore .I am with
drawing. 

Mr Speaker : If the hon. Member is 
withdrawing, then it is going to be with the 
leave of the House . 

Mr Adesokan : I meant that I do not 
n1ove. 

ABOLITION OF DEPORTATION 
ORDER 

M:r. Oviasu : Mr Speaker, Sir, I nse to 
n1ove-

"That this hon. House calls on the 
Regional Government to abolish deporta
tion either as a punit1ve measure· or as a 
means of securing law and order especially 
in. Chi~ftaincy disputes". 
When I survey the fascis t tendencies of 

this Regional Government in various ways, 
I feel sure that no sensible · person ·will 
hesitate to welcome this Motion as being 
tirne'!y . We ·have in fact in the past, on 
numerous occasions, pointed to their dictato
rial and tyranniql tendencies. For the 
purpose of this MQtion I shall confine my 
discussion to deport::tion orders. 

I shall prove to this honourable House that 
either as a punitive meas<ue or as a means of 
securing law and order, deportation is . not 
necessary, is not right, is ·not democratic ; is 
vicious, is tyrannical, and is a~achronistic . 

Mr Speaker, I submit that as a punitive 
measure, banishment is not right and is not 
n ecessary. · Firstly, ' we have our criminal 
code. Since no citizen is insul::1ted against 
criminal iiability, the acceptance of deporta
tion as ·a punitive m easure is th¢r~fore an 
admission of ad~inistrative weakites~ .. -
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[MR 0VIASU] 
' Secondly, the deportation ?order as a 

pumtrve measure is vicious andr tyrannical. 
It does not recognise the liberty of the 
citizen as far as the r:ight of appeal · is con
terned. Cpurt jurisdiction is excluded and, 
in this case, Government arrogates to itself the 
du~.l capqcity of a prosecutor and a judge in 
its own case. The person to whom a 
deportation order is served cannot appeal to 
any court of justice. This accounts for the 
failure of the ex-Alafin of Oyo to seek redress 
in a court of law, · notwi th'standing the fact 
that he was exonerated by the Commissioner 
from all charges preferred against him. 
B.ecause he is a political enemy to the Action 
Group, because he failed to. support the selfish 
political aspirations of the Government Party, 
the Government became callous and . im
permeable to reason and served a deportation 
order ori hirh. Happily for the ex-Alafin, he 
had a foreknowledge of the imminent danger. · 
This mighty ruler of Y orubaland ran for dear 
life and liberty and took shelter in Lagos. I 
understand, Sir-and I have it here on good 
authority-that he was to have been sent to an 
almost desolate island near Forcados. There, 
in that terrible, mosquito-ridden island, he 
migh:t have died at . the hands of unknown 
assassins, possibly ins'pired by .the Govern-

' ment party. No act could be' more palpably 
inhuman. 

I •submit that deportation as a means of 
securing· law and order in chieftaincy disputes, 
is either a weapon designed for the annihila
tion of political opponents or an admission of 
governmental weakness and administrative 
inexperience. Order, we support. But is 
deportation the only or most effective way 
of preserving order ? In i.hieftaincy disputes, 
it is a well known fact ·that the person who 
finally succeeds · to. the stool is- not the one 
whose rights are most unchallengeable b.ut the 
one who has been a supporter of the Govern
ment 'Party. In setting chieftaincy disputes, 
Government's tyrannica'l tendencies are re
vealed once again in concentrating in the 
hands of the .Governor· in Council the three 
powers-legislative, executive and judiciary. 
They make the l~w, interpret it to. suit the 
whims and caprices of the Government Party, . 
and execute it. Again, court jurisdiction is 

• excluded.· T~is is absolute tyranny. · 

With your permission, Mr Speaker, I quo~e 
some relevant sections from the Appointment 
and Recognition of Chiefs Law. · 

"The Governor may suspend or depose 
any chief whether t.ppointed before or 

' I' 
I ., 

.. 
after the commencement Qf this :Law, if 
he is satisfied that such suspension or 
deposition is required according 'to native 
law and custom or is necessary ~n the 
interest of peace, or order or good govern-
ment. . . . 

''Where a chief is suspended under "sub
section (1), the Governor shall specify the 
powers and duties under native law and 
custom or under any written la\v that shall 
not be exercised or discharged by such. 
chief and may make such provision for the 
temporary exercise and discharge of such 
powers and duties by another person as he 
shall think fit. 

"If any person shall h~ve been convicted 
of an offence against the provisions Qf ~his· 
Law or have been suspended or deposed · 
under the provision of sub-section . (1) or 
section 22 and the Governor shall considet: 
that in the interests .of peace, order and 
good government an order of deportation 
to any place in the ·western Region should 
be made, he may by writing under his hand 
and seal order such .person to be deporte'& 
accordingly. · 

·"If a person ordered to be deported is · · . 
sentenced . to any term of imprisonment, : · 
such sentence shall be served before the 
order of deportation is · carried into effect. . . 

"An order of deportation may b'~· , 
expressed to be in force for a limited time.· · .; 
or for an unlimited time and m 'ay require'_<:• . .' · 
the deported person &o · report himself .to •. 
the nearest administrative officer or officer ~-
of police at intervals of not less than thirty, : 
odays. -~ . · .. . ~-. 

"An ·· order of deportatior('. shall . be 
sufficient authority to all persons to whom 
it is directed or delivered for execution ;to 
receive and detain the' per.son therein 
named and to carry him to the place . 
named". 

I stop so far. 

All people are agreed that it is_'a~ act of 
criminal insanity, and of extreme atrocity, to 
indulge in flogging n . dead horse . To 
comply with the provisions of this Law a 
chief may be suspended, deposed, jailed and 
divested of all rights and privileges formerly 
enjoyed by him. It would appear that is not 
enough and so if the Governor considers 
it to be in the interest ·of pe~;::e, order and. 
good government an order of deportation 
should be made . 

" 
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[Mw Ov11\su] · 

This deportation weapon is like the sword 
of Damocles h anging over the heads of our 
1'espected · Obas and Chiefs. The effect of 
this on their m ental composure is incalculable. 

. They are fo rced to think and behave like 
siavcs . .. For their safety and self-preservation 
they . have to support the .Government 

· Party. The l\1inoritics Commissioners con- · 
.fi1'm .this in their Report. • Mr Speaker, with 

- youi· permission, I beg to quote . 
. . :· I 

. "It is signif~cant that in the House of 
·' . Chiefs, whose total f')1embership is 52, 
·.: there is no\v only ondJ.1cmber who is not 

a supporter of the Action G;roup'.' ........ . 

.: Chi,ef Eriahor.o: Mr Spl(). ker, ·Sir, that is 
qut .of .: date. There is no Member of the 
NCNC. there n ow. 
. . . ' I . . 

. ,,~¥r .. Oviasu: I crave your indulgence, 
please ··:.l;'efrain from unnecessary · and un-
seP-mingty. interruption's. · , 

. ~- J ' . 

·. Cliief.Enahoro: I am only helping you 
to'. 'pu't~yo'ur case more clearly. 

• •• • '..foi.· • • 

M~ -~oviasu ; As has already been men,
.tioned, the example of one great Chief, the 
AJafin ·~o'f Oyo, who was deposed in 1956, 
·cannof' 'be forgotten by apy Chief in the 
R egion;·,'' .;rhe influence '! of Chiefs is still 
great, f and if a Chief is sucked into the 
V()rtex .of politics it is inevitable that his views 

'shoulcftell at an election . . One instance is the 
Olu· or'~Warri , who ~ummoned a meeting of 
his people, · ti1 e Itsekiri, and formally told 
'them' to· vote for the Actiun Group; thi's was 
exception'al, and it was not usually necessary 
fo'r a chief to proceed so openly as this. 

Under the pretence of inaintaining law and 
or der · the . C overnmen t of this Region is 
ahvays • consistently and · cleverly devicing 

' m eans ' of CO\~• i ng political Opponents into 
submissiori. T he Deportation Order is one 
of such diabolical devices . So ma,ny terrible 
th ings have l;>een done by 9overnment under 
the dear nam e of law imd order. Order 
without liberty ·is futile. If law and order 'arc 
.connected in our r.nii1d it is because of Rome. 
T h e ':anc'ieritRoi1'lan order of the 5th Century 

j l; .·what the R eg ionaJ Government is copying 
.in the 20th Century. What a height of 
anachronism? You put blazing coals on a 

.. m an's ,h~ad anu ask j,lim to stay quiet while 
, '·pointing a · revolver at him. Rome paid too 

dearly for .that sort of order because i't was at 
i # j.e expepse of liberty. Rome in giving order 
_.to,. Europe i·ob b.ed her. of all \ritality. · Th~s 
. order . became tyranny. \Ve. cannot escape 
history. God and History are always the 

best judges. What happened w H.omc? 
She was rent by her private selfishness. - The 
seeds of revolution she sowed germinated and 
had a boomerang effect on her. The destruc
tion of the Roman Empire by the Barbarians 
was in fact an emergence of brute force in 
Europe from which it has taken Europe nearly 
2,000 years to recover. · 

Mr Speaker, I have surv~yed ·the vanous 
facist and tyrannical tendencies of the 
Government . . i have shown that the Deporta
tion Order is one of the atrocious devices for 
cowing political opponents into submission. 
I have also shown that as a punitive measure 
or as a means of securing la\v and order there 
arc other ' ways open· than by. deportation. I 
have also proved that deportation, apart from 
being inhuman, is anachronistit:, obsolete, and 
unprogressive. 

· I would at this juncture like to ·commend 
the example of the Eastern Region Govern- · 
lnent to this honourable House. In the East 
deportation has been abolished from the 
Statute books. The Eastern Government 
has thus demonstra.ted an act of political 
magnanimity, sagacity anq benevolent admin
istration. 

Finally, I would like to make it abundantly 
clear that the Opposition deprecates any 
device that alienates a man from his property 
and family. vVe cannot tolerate the degracj.a
tion of human personalities in ou·r community 
by threpts of deportation. We want security 
for our Obas and Chiefs. It is our sacred 
duty to protect ~heir Interest. We oppose 
deportation . . We oppose the type of law 
and order that degenerates into tyranny. 

We cannot tolerate in our community that 
sort of deportation. We want security for 
our respected Obas and Chiefs .. ; ... (inter
rupt-ions). It is our sacred duty to protect 
their interest and we shaH continue to protect 
their interest. We shall continue to be their 
watc.hdogs. We oppose deportation . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. 

Mr Molabi: If there is anyone :who 
should know what respect is due to the 
memory or to the tank of an Alafin it should 
be a Y aruba man. Therefore for . any 
Member of this honourable House to refer to 
the ex-Alafin with ~uch levity shows lack. of 

. ordinary courtesy· AAld respeCt and I very 
much deprecate the -~"idea of ridiculing an 
august person like the Alafin. If anybody 
on the G overnment Benches today has ,a 
sense of shame he should cover his head ariy 
time the atro€ity committed in Oyo is men
tioned. I refus~ to accept sue~ comments and 

. I crave the iridulgerice of the Specker to 
bring his fact home to the yoverninent: 
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[Mn AFoLABI] 

Mr Speaker, I support this · momentous 
MotioJ) . I would like to preface my few 
remarks by quoting the principles enunciated 
in the American Declaration of Independence. 

Mr Speaker. Sir, it is obvious from the 
foregoing that the primary objective of any 
good· and democratic Government is . to seek 
the happiness and ~elfare of its subjects, but 
from the happenings in this Region the reverse 
has been the _case. , Day in day out the 
Government makes life -more difficult and 
un~omfortable for its subjects by enacting . 
unJust, obnoxious, inhuman and vindictive 
laws to oppress and victimise the people, and · 
one of these laws in the Deportation of Chiefs 
Order. 

·- The operation of this l~w, Mr Speaker Sir, 
would be less repugnant if innocent citiz'ens 
were not brought under its excruciating pains. 
In a totalitarian country these- provisions are 
the weapons employed by despots to achieVe 
their selfish ends and to put th,mselves in 
power; I can cite two· glaring in'St:'ances of 
this abuse -of power by the Westeih Region 
·cavcrnment. 

L refer to the deportation of the late Aremo 
~A Oyo, a chief and prince in his own ·right and 

the ex-Alafin of Oyo. Whereas the Aremo 
was fJ.lsely ·accused, charged and convicted, 
he was later discharged and acquitted by a 
competent court of justice. Yet the Western 
Region Government, to satisfy its whims and 
caprices, regardless of any sense of shame, 
deported him f~om his kingdom and people 
and allowed him to die of hunger and frustra
tion, making ng provision for his sustenance. 
The ex-Alafin, his august father was accused 
by this same Government and s.ubjected to a 
very rigorous enquiry, and although the 

·Commissioner of Enquiry exonerated him 
from these allegations and recommended that 
he should remain with - his people, the 
Western Region Government deported and 
deposed him.. -The deportation, considered 
from any view point cannot stand · the test· of 
~ustice and a progressive humane Government. 

- ~ ·.As -a -p~nitiv~ - ~easur-e it is ' wicked; in-
-human, reactionary · and anachronistic. · As a 
means o'f securing law and order it has always_ 
failed as it is failing in Oyo Division today. 
T.he social order in Oyo Division has been 
disrupted and anarchy and chaos have been 
enthroned in the place of law and order and 
the ·people have . enjoyed no real peace and 

-_ tranquifity ·in consequence of this inhuman 
act ever sirice. 

-· . . f..s hon. Members. in thi3 House are well 
·-aware, the Oyo3 have a ~ proverbially high 

respect for their Obas, particularly the Alafin. 
What is the position today? I ask .the 
Minister of Justice to answer.• 

Chief ·Williams: . Have you any respect 
for the Ala fin? 

Mr Afolabi: What is the position today?· 

Government Members: There is peace, 
-order and good government. · 

Mr Afolabi: There is chaos, anarchy, 
disrespect for- natural rulers . The r'eport 
qf the Minorities Commissiof.l is eloquent on 
the dastardly and diabolic for~e used by the 
Action Group Government to cow down the 
natural rulers of this Region wl <: h a view to 
achieving political advantage. . . . 

_-The deportation Order is cc;>mpared to the· 
sword of Damocles hanging over the natural 
rulers to bring them'into subjection. 

Mr Speaker Sir; I whole-heartedly recom
mend that this bad law be expungl!:d frorn the 
statute book: the time is long overdue. 

I second the Motion. 

_ Question proposed. 
1 ' 

Chief Williams: . Mr Speaker Sir, I 
shall be brief. • The Motion says that _ the 
House calls on the Regional · 'Government 'to 
abolish deportation · either as a punitive. · 
me:tsure or as a means of securing ·law and 
order especially in Chieftaincy disputes. 

I would like hon. Members to know in the 
first place that it is not correct to suggest, as 
the Motion does, that deportlltion is a punitive 
measure in this Region. Deportation . as 
such is used only in regard to chiefs. I t is 
only under the Chiefs Law .that the la'\v is 
vested in the Regional Government to deport 
anybody, and even then it is not, strictly 
speaking, deportation, because he cannot be 
asked to go outside th-is Region. His move
ment within the Region is restricted but he 
cannot be sent outside the . Region . . T he 
power tci .ask someone to leave the Region 'is 
vested in the Federal. Government·-:-:it is 9P~Y 
the Federal Government that can dep6'rt 
anybody. ·. 'I. presume the .-Mover . m eans 
restricting the nwvemerit of a chiefunder the 
Law. That only applies to chiefs. ~ · It is n~t 
correct to say that an ordinary per-son can be 
deported. -

In regard to its powers over chiefs it is 
only the 'Alafin of Oyo who has been subjected 
to the Deportation Order in this Region by the 
Regional Government. This .. Government 

_ has been in power for more than seven years . 
' and it is only that instan~e that has been 
quoted. · 
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[CHIEF WILLIAMS] 

The li.on. Memb~r for Benin alleged that 
he understood that the Alafin was to be 
depqrted to Forcadoi); tl).at i~ absolutely 
unfounded. This is not the time for me to 
go into the _history of the case of 'the Alafin. 
That has been discus·sed several times in this 
H ouse and I do riot ~eed . ~o go into it again. 

T he Minorities · Commission made a 
•certain 'reference to the composition of th~ 
· H ouse of Chiefs . But I would like to remind 
· hon. Members that the . regulations for 

,. · se lecting Members for the House of Chiefs 
. ·were ' made by a Joint Party. Committee and 

. under those regulations Local Government 
· Councils have the effective voices for selecting 
Member.s of the House of Chiefs . 

. T here are some Div:isions where the NCNC 
are _in the niajority and in regard to these 
Division_s· it 'is the NCNC who were respons-

. ible for ·; choosing their candidates for the 
. ·H ouse·,' ,of Chiefs . There is therefore nb 
. justificati_on whatever for the statement 
which has been quoted from the report of the 
Minorities Commission. (Interruptions). 
What I know• is that in the Divisions where 
th~ .NCNC predominate the person selected 

_' must 1?e s?mebody with NCNC views
Desha _ IS flnother example: 

' : ' I: 
· The· Govern'ment has been asked to c~pv 

the ·Ea~tern Gover~ment with regard to th~ 
question;. of c;l eportation. Well, unfortuna
tely, irt that Region; there are J)O chiefs; 
it is ;oflly:'trying to copy the Western Region. 
I have -·' no d.oubt that after copying the 

· Western Region the)awill take steps to ensure 
. ·_that1 th1~e are adequate measures for_ law and 
· order: ·· 

I think that the Motion is uncalled for. 
As I said tl1e Gover~or has used the power 
of deportation only once · and, in any event, 
it is .not correct that deportation is being used 
in this ·Region as a pul).itive measure. 

M(Speaker Sir, I beg· to oppose. 

Mr Oviasu·: Mr Speaker Sir, I consider 
this .l\IIotion a very important one for .which 

· the House . should have allowed more time 
for a ·full · dress· · debate. I deprecate the 

· parlia~entary trick of cutting short the 
debate ' on this important Motion . . I am 
happy to note that in summing up or winding 
up' for the Government Benches, the Minister 
of Jus-tice had not a single point against my 

.' argument against -deportation. He has not 
presented a single point __ against _l].).y various_ 
arguments against deportation. ·But it is 
clear that deportation is wrong, it is not right, 
it is inhuman, and ouf('?)t to be abolished in 
this Region. iJ 

I -am -· not saying,. Sir, that . the hon. the 
Minister of Justice is not intelligent; but I 
would have expected a person of such high · . 
i.ritelligence to have. been able to reason more 
clearly. It reflects a sort of mental abberra
tion. He said, "s'trictly speaking, it is not 
deportation"-in thost; very words. Well, 
if it i·s not deportation, what dpes he callit? 
(l-Ion. Members: a restriction). • It- is ·deporta
tion, n?t a restriction. And if you go to a 

·dictionary-Oxford, Chambers, . what you 
like-you will find that deportation is 
banishment, is taking a person from his own 
home to a place unknown to him, parting 
him from his own home and property . 
That is deportation, not restriction; it is 
banishment, '(Interrup#on). 

The Minister of Justice, instead of coming 
out with facts to_ counteract my point, just 
stirre-d it up without making any point. · He 
said that the Alafin of Oyo was not deported 
to Forcados. That is not very material to 
my argument. It is not material to my 
argument, where he has b-een deported. It is 
not relevant, Mr Speaker, the fact. thai< since 
the past seven years this Party has · been in . ( · . . ) 

power only one deportation has · taken place 
does not mean that this motion does not arise. 
Th~ fact is that so long as this Order remai~s 
in force, whenever it suits the Government 
they can make us~ of it. I have shown in 
this House that it is like the so-called Roman 
Order of the Fifth Century. It sent the 
whole of Rome in ~o barbarous deeds. It is 
just what this Gcrvttnment Party is doing, 
and what befell Rome will surely befall this 
Government, unless it adjusts its policy . 

Finally, Mr Speaker, Sir, there are many 
other ways in· · which we can restore or 
maintain law a-nd order. \ ~e should make . 
better use of the Criminal Code. We have 
been told that it :is effective, so why not 
make use of it? 

I have also told this House that the way 
that the Government Party . alwnys seeks to 
have in its hands the three powers is nothing 
but absol_ute tyrrany, anarchy. So far as 
deportation is concerned, the person whom 
the deportation concerns has no . word of it. 
There is no Court of Law, and in this 
particular case the person who prosecuted 
was also the Judge in the case, ::tnd was the 
person who made the Jaw • to suit his own 
purposes. What do you expect? What can 
you expect 'but injustice? · I · would - have 
expected a Minister of I ustice to r.eflect in his 

· dealings ........ . (-interruptions). His 'interpre-
ta.tions showed nothing b1 _; t a miscarriage of 
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justice. l\llr Speaker, Sir, I commend it to 
this hon. House to consider this Motion as 
acceptable :md wise. • 

Chief Enahoro: Mr Speqker, a charge 
has been made against . us that we have not 
made adequate provision of time for the 
discussion of this Motion. As hon. Members 
are aware, this charge· has never been made 
in this House. We have always tried to give 
tim.e, and we have spent. the whole day on 
this 1\!Iotion. There are twenty-nine Mem
bers on the other side of the House. If the 
Opposition ..... . (interruption) . ... . . according to 
.Members supporting the Government . . ..... . . 
(interruptions). 

Question proposed. 

Question put and negatived. 

- AJ?JOURNMENT 
Chief.Enahoro: I beg to move that the 

House do now adjourn, and in doing so may I 
say that it is proposed to re-convene the House 

. in the first week in December. : 

Question proposed. 
t 

Cap Guns: Prosecution of Ownfrs 

Mr A. E. 0. Isedeh: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
shall be grateful if the Minister of Home and 
Midwest Affairs will explain to this honour
able House according to "fhat Ordinance 
the Local Goveniment Polite in Benin 
Division is dealing with the p't osecution of 
people in possession of cap guns. . There has 
been no indication to the public as· to what 

· Ordinance they are contravening~ · Nine men 
from AgiJor in Ika District Council area were 
re:cently. charged to a Local Government 
Court at Abudu for being iri possession of cap 

guns. I went to see tht: corporal in charge of 
the Abudu Local Gover:nment Pol cc, who 
directed me to the A!:41 istant Superintendent 
of folice in Benin. When I met the Assistant 
Superintendent .of Po lice :.1~' Benin h e told ine . 
that he would -look into l · amended law in 
order to know the positi · 1; and m eanwhile 
I should ask the corporal to send him the 
case file. Later, when I returned to the 
corporal and delivered th,e message tci him, 
he asked me to return some other day, When 
I werit to him again I was told .that the 
men had been charged to Court already. · 

Now, I fe el that I should know exac-tly 
whether this Law is applicable t"o· on ly one 
area and not the whole of Nigeria: 

Chief Enahoro: What was the offence? 
If you w ill let me have the fil es . I shall 
investigate. I am not sure that I follow this. 

Mr Isedeh: · Mr Speak_er, Sir , I have 
already gone to Benin to. see an Inspector and 
to ask him whether there is any law. He said 
he was not aware of it. But he has b een 
prosecuting people in Benin in such i.nstances . 

Chief Enahoro: Is there any point · in 
proceeding further with this ?o I say that if · 
he will b r ing me the files I . will see that an 
investigation is made. 

Question again proposed .. 

. Question put and_ ag-reed to. . 
House accordingly adj~urned stne aie ·at 

11 .45 p.m. until December 1958. 
' . 
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