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NATI O NA L lNSTITUTE FO R LEGISLATIVE AND DEMOCRATIC 
STU DI ES/ UNIVE RSITY OF BENIN POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMMES 

SEMESTER EXAMINATION 

Programme: ~ f'll LS: Session: 2018/2019 

Semester: 1st Semester Course Code: MLS 803 
Course Title: NIGERIAN LEGAL SYSTEM & PROCESS 
I nstruction: i. Answer Question 1 and any ot her 3 questions. 

ii. Time aliowed: 3ho urs iii Write your IVlatr iculation Number Only 

iv. Order·iy arrangeinent and good presentat ion of materials wi ll be considered. 

Question One 
If yc u agree that wherever there is a society, there must be laws, define the concept 'Lav/ 
and examine fu lly its var ious functions in society (22 Marks). 

Question Two 

To what extent clo you recognize the Received Eng lish Common Law as one of the most 

sigr: ifica nt sources of the Nigeri an leqal system'~ ( 16 Marks) 

Q ~z::~stion P tree 

The 1999 Consti tution of the ·Feder·al Republic of Nigeria recogn ized and esta blished the 

various superior courts of 1-::cord fer the Federation and the States, respectively. With the 

rlid of an orga nograrn, it'~miz~ these courts referred to above and comment on the 

jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of 1\Jigeria. (16 Marks) 

Question Fou r 

Without the Pol ice, t here wou ld be chaos in the society and the people wo uld live in a 

Hobbesian stage of nature in w hich life would be nasty, brutish and short. In the light of 

the above, discuss the basic duties and powers of the Nigerian Po lice Force. 

(16 Marl<s) 

Question Five 

Whereas a large segment of the public seems to be familiar with the functions of the 

Poi ice and Cou rts in the Criminal· Just ice System, a considerable number are ignorant of 

the important role of Prisons in th is regard . I n the light of the above, discuss the basic 

fun ctions of the Prisons in the Nigerian Criminal Justice System. (16 Marks) 

Question Six 

The modern trend in disputes resolution worldwide is to de-emph asise lit igation procedure 

- or the "mono door court'' system . Instead more recou rse is now being had to Alternat ive 

Dispute Resclution (r\DR) or "mu lti door court" methods. Critica lly examine its pros and 

con ~:; , a~; ':'/ell 2JS its appiica t:on undct the Nigeriail administration of j ustice system . 

(16 Marks) 
Page 1 or 1 


