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NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE AND DEMOCRATIC
STUDIES/ UNIVERSITY OF BENIN POST GRADUATE PROGRAMMES

SEMESTER EXAMINATION

Programme: LLM Session: 2023/2024

Semester:  First Course Code: GCL 803

Course Title: - Legal Research Method and Report Writing

Instructlons

i. Answer Four Questions, each question carries 17 5 marks.
ii. Time allowed: 3 hours

Questlon One : - :
Provide a detail explanation of the contents of each of the four (4) paragraphs of an

Abstract in line with the National Institute for Legislative and Democratic Studies /

University of Benin (NILDS/UNIBEN) Post Graduate Programmes’ Abstract Guidelines.
(17.5 marks)

Question Two
a. What do you understand by the concept of Legal Research and how is it different

from research in the Social Sciences? (7.5 marks)
b. Critically analyse any FOUR (4) types of Legal Research- (10 marks)
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Question Three
a. Provide a detail analysis of any FOUR (4) basic sections of a dissertation for a

Master's degree in Law consistent with the NILDS/UNIBEN Post Graduate
Programmes dissertation guidelines. (8. 75 marks)
B. Comparatively examine any (2) TWO Philosophies OR (2) TWO Theories in

legal research. (8. 75 marks)

Question Four
The Faculty of Law, UNIBEN has orgamzed a one- day semmar to aSSISt post graduate

students on how to write effective research proposal. You have been invited to make a
presentation on the topic. With the aid of an appropnate outline, prepare your

presentation for the seminar. (17.5 marks)

Question Five
a. Think about the last a55|gnment you undertook for under this your course. In

undertaking this assignment, were you predominantly inductive, deductive or
abductive? Discuss your thoughts with a friend who also undertook this

assignment. (4.375 marks)

b. What are the basic tools of data collection for mlxed method in legal research?
' : (4.375 marks)

In a tabular form, briefly examine the differences between qualitative and

quantitative research methods. (4.375 marks)
d. __Sta_te:an'y FIVE (5) import_ahce, of l_itera_t_Ure search and strategies in legal research.
' ' (4.375 marks)

Questlon SIX
- a. Analyse the ethical issues that may arise during each stage of your research "
process (7 5 marks) ,

b. Examme the strategies and the key purposes of conductrng a literature review
in legal research. (5 marks)

What do you understand by SMART when developing a research question and

objective in legal research? (5 marks)
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