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SEMESTER EX.AMINATION

Programme: MLL Session: 2023_/2024

Semester: First - Course Code: MLL 803

Course Title: - Legislative Style and Sy%ntax

Instructions:
i. Answer Four Questions, each question carries 17.5 marks.

ii. Time allowed: 3 hours

Question One
“Gender neutrality in legislative drafting is a mere fanciful construct without

any significance”
Discuss your view on the above propositions and provide mechanisms, Wi’fh

illustrations for achieving gender neutrality in legislative drafting.

Question Two
(a) Analyse the considerations to be adverted to in drafting the principal predicate?

(b) Discuss each of these considerations with practical examples.

Question Three - :
(a) Examine the major errors that may go wrong in legislature expression and, therefore,

result in ambiguity.
(b) Explain what may go wrong with verbs in a legislative sentence?

(c) With illustrations, discuss the problem:of iambiguous modifying verbs.
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Question Four
"Drafters express the subject in a wide variely of ways. In this regard, the

form of words that is most appropriate a’epqndé upon the 5¢ape of the rule.
With Illustration for each, how are the subjects in the following rules expréssed?

a. A universal i'ule.
b, Arule directed to a class of persons.
A rule directed to a particular officeholder

A rule applying to limited categories.

o o

e. Arule applying with exceptioné.
f.  Arule containing the legal person in the context clause.

Question Five _
(a) Provide a detail analysis of the major errors that may occur in legislative expression

and, therefore, result in ambiguity?

(b) Critically examine the kinds of errors may go wrong with subjects and illustrations?

Question Six
(a) Provide a comparative analysis of using plain language in legislative drafting, using

examples from Nigerian legislation? -
(b) With appropi‘iate illustrations, eXplain the c'c')n-c'ep't of plain language style in legislative
drafting and contrast it with the traditional legalese style of drafting :

(c) With reasons and illustrations what will be your preference for adopting in Nigeria

among the following:

i.  Plain language style
ii. The traditional legalese style or
i. A combination of both styles.
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