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Summary

Tanker road accidents and explosions in Nigeria have become a major public safety concern. These
incidents often result in catastrophic explosions, significant loss of life, destruction of property, and
environmental pollution. Factors contributing to these accidents include poor road conditions,
reckless driving, weak enforcement of safety regulations, and inadequate emergency response
mechanisms. Despite existing laws aimed at improving safety, regulatory gaps and poor enforcement
persist. Against this backdrop, urgent legislative action is required to address these issues and

implement effective solutions to reduce the incidences of tanker-related accidents and explosions.

Background

This brief examines the disturbing rise in the frequency of oil tanker explosions in Nigeria, that have
resulted in significant loss of life, injuries, and a colossal loss of properties. In 2020 alone, there were
1,531 gasoline tanker crashes, resulting in over 535 deaths and 1,142 injuries'. A more comprehensive
analysis covering the period from January 2009 to January 2025 reports 172 oil tanker fires and
explosions, causing 1,896 deaths. Alarmingly, within the first two months of 2025, five road tanker

accidents have already claimed several lives and left many injured.

Since 2020, over 663 lives have been lost, with thousands of others gravely injured as a consequence
of people attempting to scoop spilled petrol from accident sites. Another tragic incident occurred in
Suleja, Niger State, where individuals attempting to transfer gasoline from one tanker to another using
a generator, triggered an explosion that claimed at least 70 lives®. The year 2024 saw the highest death
toll, with over 170 fatalities, exacerbated by a catastrophic explosion on October 15, 2024, in Majia,

Jigawa State that claimed many lives. Despite the obvious dangers, many Nigerians, often in search of
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cheap fuel and quick cash, continue to risk their lives. The aftermath of these explosions often extends
beyond the immediate casualties. They lead to environmental damage, disruptions in local economies,

and heightened public fear.
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While existing laws touch on road safety and vehicle regulations, challenges in enforcement due to
corruption, poor infrastructure, and possible gaps in the regulatory framework persist, contributing
to the continuing cycle of accidents. This brief highlights the urgency of this issue and makes a case
for long-term solutions that safeguard public safety, protect communities from the devastating
consequences of tanker explosions, and address the dangerous practice of fuel scavenging. It is in this
context that legislative intervention to address the underlying causes, and curb the frequency of these

tanker accidents, becomes crucial.
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Some Recent Cases of Tanker Explosions in Nigeria
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State Date Casualties

4 deaths, 6 vehicles

Ogun April 27, 2024 burnt’
5 deaths, 120 vehicles
Rivers April 28, 2024 burnt®
Delta May 4, 2024 8 deaths’
Jigawa October 16, 2024 over 170 deaths®
Delta January 5, 2025 5 deaths’
Niger January 18, 2025 86 deaths"
Enugu January 25, 2025 over 11 deaths

No casualties but
residents pictured
scooping spilled fuel
Anambra February 8, 2025 from a fallen tanker'

2 deaths, 12 vehicles
Lagos March 11, 2025 burnt"

Source: Authors Compilations

Causes of Petroleum Tanker Accidents

The multifaceted causes of these tanker-related accidents include:
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Overloading of Tankers: While fuel tankers are designed to carry 33,000 litres, many are
alleged to be illegally overloaded with up to 75,000 litres, effectively turning them into mobile
bombs'. This dangerous practice significantly increases the risk of catastrophic accidents and

explosions.

Vehicle Maintenance: Many tankers are poorly maintained, further compounding the risks

of accidents and fuel spills.

Risky Truck Driver Behaviour: Some drivers are affected by substance abuse, insufficient
sleep, etc. that predispose them to risky behaviour and bad judgments on the road including

over-speeding, dangerous driving, and other negative outcomes.

Economic Pressure: The removal of fuel subsidies in May 2023 to an over 400% increase in
petrol prices. This has led to an all round inflation causing some citizens to engage in risky

behaviour, including scooping gasoline from crashed tankers just to cut down cost.

Poor Road Infrastructure: Many Nigerian roads are deplorable, riddled with potholes and

structural weaknesses that make them unsafe for heavy-duty tankers.

Weak Enforcement of Safety Regulations: Despite the presence of regulatory bodies such
as the Federal Road Safety Corps (FRSC), the Nigerian Midstream and Downstream
Petroleum Regulatory Authority NMDPRA), and the Nigerian Safety Investigation Bureau
(NSIB), existing safety frameworks have proven inadequate in curbing the rising tide of tanker

accidents. Salient issues remain unaddressed, such as:

a. The inspection, quality assurance checks and certification of tankers transporting
petroleum products to ensure safety and adherence to prescribed quantities, guidelines
and best practices, etc.;

b. Licensing of tanker drivers, and periodic certifications after mandatory trainings and

mental, physical and capacity assessments;
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c. The proper and thorough investigation of the tanker accidents and explosions by the

NSIB, and the institution of measures to prevent further incidents.

The frequency and severity of these accidents underscore the urgency of legislative interventions to
strengthen regulations, enhance enforcement mechanisms, to mitigate the devastating impact of
tanker-related accidents, and ensure the safety of both road users and communities living along tanker

routes in Nigeria.

Proposed Legislative Actions

1. The Nigerian Midstream and Downstream Petroleum Regulatory Authority NMDPRA) Act
should be amended to include:

a. Prohibiting fuel tanker owners from lifting and transporting fuel beyond their tankers'
designed capacity through a Motion of Urgent Public Importance. The motion should
also institute real-time monitoring systems including GPS tracking and digital
weighbridges, to detect and penalise overloading;

b. Mandatory psychological and health screenings, periodic training and recertification of
tanker drivers, to ensure fitness for duty;

c. Creating a public database of all licensed tankers and drivers to enhance credibility,
transparency and accountability;

d. Increased fines and penalties for violations, including suspending the operating

licenses of non-compliant tanker owners.

2. The NMDPRA Act can be amended to criminalise fuel scooping from crashed tankers, and
prescribing the distance to be maintained by citizens, as well as the modalities for evacuating

the immediate vicinity, in the event of such accidents.

3. A public hearing can be conducted to engage the Federal Road Safety Corps (FRSC),
NMDPRA, the Nigerian Safety Investigation Bureau (NSIB), and other stakeholders in the
evaluation of the causes and impact of frequent tanker explosions, and propose preventive
measures. Oversight visits can also be undertaken to evaluate the agencies’ operational
effectiveness and enforcement efficiency in tanker inspections, road safety enforcement, and

accident investigations.
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4. The NSIB should submit detailed reports to the National Assembly on the number of tanker
accidents investigated in the past three years and the measures taken to prevent future

occurrences.

5. The National Assembly through legislation can mandate a 4 month community awareness
programs and campaigns on the dangers of fuel scooping through strategic media
engagements with the National Orientation Agency (NOA), government media houses and

relevant Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) and private media houses.

By enacting and enforcing these legislative and oversight measures, the National Assembly can
enhance public safety by strengthening road safety regulations, preventing fuel tanker-related

accidents, and safeguarding lives and property across Nigeria.

Conclusion

The recurring incidents of tanker explosions in Nigeria demand urgent and comprehensive action.
The alarming statistics, coupled with the persistent risk factors contributing to these incidents such as
unsafe fuel scooping practices, weak enforcement of safety regulations, and the dangers posed by
large-capacity tankers underscore the need for a multi-faceted approach. Strengthening the regulatory
framework, empowering relevant agencies, and fostering a culture of safety and accountability through
legislative action, are essential steps. Prioritizing the protection of lives and property, will ensure a

safer and more secure future for Nigerians.
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