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A BILL
FOR

AN ACT TO AMEND THE NATIONAL HAJJ COMMISSION OF NIGERIA

(NAHCON) ACT TO INCLUDE A REPRESENTATIVE OF TOUR OPERATORS IN

THE COMPOSITION OF THE COMMISSION AND TO SUBJECT AGREEMENTS

RELATING TO THE PARTICIPATION OF NIGERIANS IN PILGRIMAGE, WITH THE

SAUDI GOVERNMENT AND OTHER STAKEHOLDERS, TO LEGISLATIVE
SCRUTINY AND APPROVAL; AND FOR RELATED MATTERS
Sponsored by Hon. Sani Umar Bala
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BE IT ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria as follows:

1. The National Hajj Commission of Nigeria Act, Cap N45, Laws
of the Federation of Nigeria, 2007 (hereinafter referred to as "the Principal
Act")isamended as set out in this Bill.

2. Section 3 of the Principal Act is amended in Subsection (1) by
inserting a new provision immediately after line (iii) in paragraph (d) to
read:

"(iv) licensed Hajj and Umrah Tour Operators on the
recommendation of the Association of Hajj and Umrah Tour Operators of
Nigeria(AHUON)."

3. Anew Section 14A is inserted immediately after Section 14 of
the Principal Act to read:

"Subjecting Agreements to Legislative Scrutiny and Approval 14A-

(1) Any agreement or memorandum of understanding entered into
by the Commission with:

(a) The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia or its agencies;

(b) Any other foreign government or agency regarding Hajj or

Umrah operations; and
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(¢) Other stakeholders in the Hajj and Umrah value chain, shall be
submitted to the Committees of the National Assembly responsible for
overseeing the Commission for scrutiny and approval prior to implementation.

(2) The Committees shall, within 30 days of receipt, of such
agreements, review and communicate their decision to the Commission."

4. In this Bill:

"Committees" refer to the Committees on Foreign Affairs or any other relevant
Committees of the Senate and the House of Representatives;

"Tour Operators" means licensed Hajj and Umrah service providers
recognized by the Association of Hajj and Umrah Tour Operators of Nigeria
(AHUON).

5. This Bill may be cited as the National Hajj Commission of Nigeria

(Amendment) Bill, 2024.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

This Bill seeks to amend the National Hajj Commission of Nigeria Act to
include a representative of licensed Tour Operators in the composition of the
Commission to enhance their participation in decision-making processes. It
also seeks to subject NAHCON's agreements with the Saudi government and
other stakeholders to legislative scrutiny and approval by the National
Assembly to ensure transparency, accountability, and compliance with

national interests.



