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C 2335[HB. 2280]

A BILL

FOR

AN ACT TO ALTER THE CONSTITUTION OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF 

NIGERIA CAP C23 LAWS OF THE FEDERATION OF NIGERIA 2004 TO EXPAND 

THE JURISDICTION OF THE FEDERAL HIGH COURT TO INCLUDE ADMIRALTY 

JURISDICTION, INCLUDING SHIPPING AND NAVIGATION ON THE RIVER 

NIGER, RIVER BENUE AND THEIR EFFLUENTS, AND ON SUCH OTHER INLAND 

WATERWAYS AS MAY BE DESIGNATED BY AN ACT OF THE NATIONAL 

ASSEMBLY AS INTERNATIONAL WATERWAYS, ALL FEDERAL PORTS, AND 

CARRIAGE BY SEA; AND FOR RELATED MATTERS

Sponsored by Hon. Julius Ihonvbere

     [      ]

ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of 

Nigeria-

1.  The Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria Cap C23 

Laws of the Federation of Nigeria 2004 (in this Bill referred to as "the 

Principal Act") is altered as set out in this Bill.

2.  Section 251(1) of the Principal Act is altered by inserting after 

the existing paragraph (s), for a new paragraph "(t)"-

"(t) any admiralty jurisdiction including shipping and navigation 

on the River Niger or River Benue and their effluents and on such other 

inland waterway as may be designated by any enactment to be an 

international waterway, all Federal ports, (including the constitution and 

powers of the ports authorities for Federal ports) and carriage by sea".

3.  This Bill is cited as the Constitution of the Federal Republic of 

Nigeria, 1999 (Sixth alteration) Bill, 2025.
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C 2336 2025

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

This Bill seeks to alter the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 

1999, to expand the jurisdiction of the Federal High Court to include admiralty 

matters, including shipping and navigation on the River Niger, River Benue, 

and their effluents, as well as such other inland waterways as may be 

designated by an Act of the National Assembly to be international waterways. 

The Bill further extends the Court's jurisdiction to cover all matters pertaining 

to Federal ports, including the constitution, powers, and operations of port 

authorities and to matters relating to the carriage of goods and passengers by 

sea.

The proposed alteration is intended to enhance the efficiency of the 

administration of maritime justice in Nigeria, promote uniformity in the 

interpretation and enforcement of admiralty laws, and provide a solid judicial 

foundation for national and international maritime commerce.

Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 (Sixth alteration) Bill, 2025


