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H. 0. Chuku, Esq . HO USE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA 

--w ednesday, Zlid October, I 963 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRA.YE RS 

(:Vfr Speaker in.the Chair) 

OATHS 

Oath of Allegiance was administered to the 
follow ing Members unde r the Republican 
Constitution :-

Alhaji Ibrahim Jalo \Vaziri 
Alhaji .-\bubakar Tafawa Balewa 
. -\lhaji :\[uhammadu Ribadu 
R. Amanze Njoku, Esq. 
_-\lhaji :\[uhammadu Inuwa Wada 
Zanna Bukar Dipcharima 
Alhaji \Vaziri Ibrahim 
. -\lhaji Shehu Shagari 
. -\lhaji Yusutf Maitama Sule 
:\f. T . :Vfbu Esq. 
Chief Olu Akinfosile 
Alhaji :Vfusa Yar 'Adua 
:.\[. Hashimu Adaji 
:\f. A. 0. Olarewaju, Esq. 
Aja 1\wachuku, Esq. 
:VI. Csumanu :.\[aitambari 
T. 0. S. Benson, Esq. 
Chief J- :VL Johnso '1 
Chief Omo-Osagie 
Alhaji Ibrahim Tako Galadima 
:\f. .-\mechi, Esq. 
E. C. Akwiwu, Esq. 
D. C. Ugwu, Esq. 
N. A. Ezonbodor, Esq. 
S. A. Yerokun, Esq. 
Prince T . A. Lamuye 
S. F. Nwika, Esq. 
E. T. Orodi, Esq. 
Alhaji Aliyu Bissalla 
S. Lana, Esq. 
Dominic ;vr. Mapeo, Esq . 
::\>[. Aliyu Zungum 
::\>'!. Hamza Combe 
Alhaji Csman Angulu Ahmed 
Akubakar Isandu, Esq. 
F. E. Offer, Esq. 
Professor Kalu Ezera 
A. Opia, Esq. 
:.\[. Alba tan Y erima Balla 
D. );. Ckcgbu, Esq. 

(9) 

Dr B. U. Nzeribe 
Chief S. J. Mariere 

-R_- o: A~ Aklrijide, Esq. 
Chief E. 0. Okunowo 
P. EJkanem, Esq. 
P. U. Umoh, Esq. 
Chief A. M. A. Akinloyc 
S. A. Ogedengbe, Esq. 
Chief A. Akerele 
Chief Ayo Rosiji 
]. Assadugu, Esq. 
M. D. Iyorkar, Esq. 
A. Akomolafe, Esq. 
]. S. Tarka, Esq. 
Chief 0. B. Akin-Olugbade 
W. 0 . Briggs, Esq. 
L. ]. Dosumu, Esq . 
:.\[. Muhammadu Bida 
M. Ibrahim Gusau 
Alhaji K. 0. S .. -\re 
.-\lhaji Muhammadu Gauyarma 
D. D. Dimka, Esq . 
S. D. Lar, Esq . 
Alhaji Mohammed :.\Iunir 
Alhaji Usman Gwarzo 
:\f. Sarki Abbas Sanusi 
.-\lhaji Aminu Tafida 
:\f. Galadima l\[akivari 
M. Uwaisul Karani 
G. 0. D. Eneh, Esq. 
Alhaji Bello Dandago 
:\I. .\ 7idu lbhi \L1ik:-t~10 ~:1 rk::-. R.t:i 
Alhaji Rilwanu Abdullahi 
:\f. i\Iaina Waziri 
Alhaji Sallfi Gezawa 
Alhaji Umaru Gumel 
:.\[. Ibrahim Na Maitama 
M . Saidu Daura 
M. Usman Wazirin Kontagora 
i'vf. Iro Mani 
Yl. Ladan Isa 
M. Abubakar Garba Jabo 
M. Muktar Gajiram 
Alhaji Yusufu Ilesha 
Alhaji Ahmadu Gorzau 
M . Audu Karim 
Chief D. N. Abii 
A. U. D. Mbah, Esq. 
0. C. Ememe, Esq. 
0 . 0. Nweke, Esq. 
P. 0. Eleke, Esq. 
J. 0 . Igwe, Esq. 
V. Ikeotuonye, Esq 
J . 0 . Ogunbiyi, Esq 
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:\[. Ismaila Abdullahi'Bici 
- R. A. Afofabi, Esq.j - . --

Dr K. 0. Mbadiwe, 
J . U. Odey, Esq. .,__ 
Chief R. A. Orok 
C. 0. Chiedozie, E$q. 
A. A. Odunrinde, Esq. 
P. 0. Akpan, E$q. 
A. F. Odunlana, E$q. 
S . 0. Fajimi, Esq. 
Prince A. Adedamola 
:\L A. Ajasin, Esq. 
:\L Baba Shehu Ibrahim 
:\!. Sule .-\bba B iu 
Alhaji Datti Kudu 
Alhaji Zubairu Omar 
Alhaji Adamu Sarkin Tafarki 
M. C. K . Obi, Esq. 
J. 0 . Olaore, E$q. 
I. A. Brown, Esq. 
:\[. Iro :\Iashi 
M. Sule Usman 
Alhaji Muktari Sarkin Bai 
Alhaji :\lohamadu Fakkai 
E. A. Odo, Esq. 
Alhaji Damale Kaita 
J . 0. Ede, Esq. 
. -\ lhaj i Baba Dambappa 
P. 0 . Tarkande, Esq. 
E. J _ Og>.tnkanwj, Esq . 
. -\. 0. Ogunsanya, Esq. 
:\ lhaj i Haruna , \ \ 'akilin Daj i 
S. 0. Kolade, Esq. 
S. 0. Abdul, Esq. er 
Abdullahi, :vlagaj in :\ Iusawa 
Alhaji Alunadu A. Baba 
G. K. Dada, Esq. 
Chief P. Dame-Oboh 
M. Umaru Galkogo 
0. J. Eminue, Esq. 
Alhaji Isa Haruna 
i\II. Wada Nas 
Alhaji Inusa, Wakilin ~lasaka 
T. I. Etukudo, Esq. 
S. 0. Ogundipe, Esq. 
M. Muhanunadu Gwarzo 
P. B. Olatunde, Esq. 
K. Swem, Esq. 
M. i\!Iuhammadu Sagir Umar 
i'vi. Garba Kangiwa 
Alhaji Muhammadu Kura 
Zanna A. Musa Hindi 
E. A. Mardi, Esq. 
D. ~ . Chukwu. Esq. 
B. 0 Ikeh, E;q. 
:\1. :\Iaaji Kachala Barko 
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M. Yerin'trt Saleh 

[Oath s] 

M. Abubakar A. Ibrahim 
K. Giadom, Esq. 
:\L Saidu Zang0 
U. 0 . Ayeni, E$q. 
F . A. :.r. Amadi, E$q. 
.-\lhaji Zaraki !>a 
:\!. i\luhammadu Kuma 
:\L Mohammed :\ingi 
:\L Abbas Raha 
C. A. Odigbo, Esq. 
:\. :\. Onugu, Esq. 
i\L Abdulkadir Dukku 
:\!. Umaru Cella 
Victor A. Emenogha, Esq. 
Alhaji Abubakar Bayero • 
i\L Abba Terab 
Alhaji i\-Iohammed Bello Abdurrahman 
;\[. Yusha'u A. :Vlohammcd 
Alhaji Saiyadi Ringim 
R. ~- Muojeke, Esq. 
N. D. Ukah, Esq. 
E. 0. Araka, Esq. 
D. E. Y. Aghaho"'-• E$q. 
U. 0. Ekenekot, Esq. 
S . A. Oladapo, Esq. 
J. 0: . . ' wofokoda, Esq. 
J . K. de-Omomadia , Esq . 
D. C. Ahamefula, Esq. 
\\' _ J. Falaiye, Esq. 
E. D. Akinbo\\·ale 
D. ~. [. Cbolagu nte , Esq. 
J. 0. Taiwo, Esq. 
D. S. Udo-Inyang, Esq. 
Oba S. A. Oladiran 
B. A. Ajayi, Esq. 
M. B. Afanideh, Esq. 
L. 0. Tobun, Esq. 
M. Umaru Dan Waziri 
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Alhaji Muhammadu, Sarkin Burrni Morki 
Alhaji Ahmadu Babandi 
Alhaji i.VIuhammadu Gwate 
V. T. Shisha, Esq. 
S . T. Daka, Esq. 
J . A. Yacim, Esq. 
S. A. Olukotun, Esq. 
D. 0. Enefola, Esq. 
Alhaji L. Daura 
iVI. Ahmadu Angara Doma 
S. A. Babanmde, Esq. 
A. E. Effiong-Spatts, Esq. 
A. A. Ajibola, Esq. 
M. Aminu Suleiman Dutse 
:VI. Muhammadu Bavero 
:\!. Hamidu A. Bavero 
:\-!. :.Vluhtari Abduilahi Wambai 

I 
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:',[. Isa 1ko 
:\ [. .-\bdu Bauchi 
', [. !lalla \[uhammadu Dutsima 
Zanna [sa Monguno 
Alhaji :\luhammaJu Aminu Ydwa 
_-\lhaji AbJullahi :\Iahuta 
.-\lhaji .-\bubakar 
:\L Abdusalami Olomoda 
:\L :\Iohamme::d Zaiyana 
P. 0. Tokula, Esq. 
:\I. Auta Anzah 
D. D. L Okay, Esq. 
Dr E . .-\. Esin 
J- Chukwu, Esq. 
:',[. Haikali Maigari 
T. 0. Oloyede, Esq. 
:\f. Yakubu Alanana 
::\. Enwo, Esq. 
J. B. Egboibodi, Esq. 
:\[. Shekaran Ka'a La1va 
J. i\l. Damala, Esq. - -
F. C. Ogbalu, Esq. 
J. C. l'denyi, Esq. 
J. A .. -\kor, Esq. 
:.1. .-\liyu Sarkin Puloti 
G . Yilgwen, Esq. 
I. Chikelu, Esq . 
F. !he, Esq. 
B . • -\ .. -\devemo, Esq. 
'i . l -. Idiong, Esq . 
F. I. Okoronkwo. Esq . 
l:l . C. Ckpong , Es4 . . 
V . . -\. ::\ walieje, Esq. 
P. I. Ejukwa. Esq. 
S . . -\ . . -\basi, Esq . 
S. A. Oyewole, Esq. 
U. U. Eko, Esq. 
S. Nnaji, Esq. 
I. S. Onwuchekwa, Esq. 
M. Abdukadir ;\laidugu 
Rev. J . .-\. Akinyemi 
\ ' . L. LajiJe, Esq. 
J. D. Odebunmi, Esq. 
C. Tangul Gaza, Esq. 
:\[. D. Bulus Bi liyong, Esq. 
Shehu Ka Ita Sokoto 
Alhaji Abdulkadir Abubakar 
.-\lhaji i\Iuhammadu ':\adange Sokoto 
.-\lhaji Carba Gada 
M. Muhammadu Janjuna 
:\[. Carba, Turakin Paiko 
Alhaji Aliyu :\-Iuhammadu 
:\f. .-\bba Sadiq 
.-\lhaji :\Iuhanunadu Sarkin C ona 
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:\f. .-\liyu Cwarzo 
:\!. .-\tto 13ungudu 
E. 0. Ifezuc, E$q. 
:\!. :\lLthammadu :\aladu 
:\I. l' sman 13orkono 
.-\lhaji Bello Farar Hula Bichi 
_-\lhajl Ali :\akura Kaura 
:\!. .-\lunadu Ribadu 
:\1. .-\bba Yola 
:\!. :\Iohammed Sanni Abubakar 
:\I. Gani Zubairu Liman Katagum 
.-\ lhaj i Cmaru :\[,tltumbi 
:\1. Dambo Ibrahim :\Iaibita 
:\1. .-\be l Jiah 
Peter Ipu, Esq. 
:\!. Tanka .-\bubakar 
::\. ::\ wangbo, Esq. 
:\I. l ' rnaru .-\tiku :\ladagali 

RETIREl\IE:-.iT OF CLERK OF THE 
P ARLL-\.MENTS 

Mr Speaker : Order ! Orel a ! I have to 
inform the House that I have received a letter 
from the Clerk as follo"·s : 

S ir, 

[ hm·e r 1rr hnnn!lr I n in(nrm y nu that l shall be 
prnceeding Oil letn-e preparatory to retirement Oil 

Thursday 3rti October, and so z·acate the office of 
the Clerk of the H ollSe n·hich l frau been privileged 
In hold ff) r the pa.<t eight y ears. 

It is ;dth great regret that I lem:e the service of 
the House and I v.:ish to express to you, Sir, to your 
trco immediate predecessors be/me rchom I sat at 
the Table , and to all the ,Vfembers of the House , 
my profound gratitude for the kindness and 
courtesl' that l haz·e alu:ays receiz·ed. Nly u·ork 
has been made happy &y the loyalty of all my 
colleagues and I f eel Sllre that they rcill continue to 
sen·e this honourable House rdth all devotion. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient sert'atlt, 

B. Ade jimzufw 

The Minister of Transport and Aviation 
(Hon. R. ,-\_ ':\joku): I would like, with the 
ka1·e oi the I louse, to mo1·e a Resolution of 
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appreciation of the work which Mr Manuwa We are very sorry indeed that Mr Mam.twa 
has done for _ this honourable House in the is retiring. We wou ld have very much. hked 
following terms : him .to sta-y, out if he must go, I would hke -~ 

say now, speaking for the Government Bench 
That Mr Speaker be asked to con,·ey to and indeed fo r all sides of this House, that h 

l\·lr Benjamin Ade :Vlanuwa on his retirement goes away with our deepest gratitude and ou . 
from the office of the Clerk of this House, best wishes to htm for the luture. [ hope a! 
an express ion of :\[embers' deep appreciation that we are a little confident in a way becau 
of the service which he has rendered · to tht:> during these years when he : has b~en servi~n 
House for nearly eleven years, and their this House he has had on etther s1de of htrn, 
admiration of his outstanding abilities, pro- young people whom he has been training fo1 
fo und knowledge of procedure and practice this onerous work. 
which has enabled him to give constant 
valuable advice to the House and its Members It can sometimes be overlooked that th 
in the co nduct of business. work of Clerk of Parliaments is a very onero 

one indeed. When the House is sittin!! 
Mr Speaker, the news which you have gi,·en and indeed when the House rises, he continu~ 

us just now has come to many of us as a great to ,;·ork and he works without looking at th; 
shock. :\!any of us have known Mr \lanu,,·a clock. Every Member of the House is a ·very; 
for many years and those of us who have even important man in this country and for somebodt 
known him during the life of the present to serve 312 people and try to sattsfy each on~ 
Parliament will aaree that when he retires he of them and each one of them being a V.I.P.< 
will be very m~ch missed in this House. we can real ise it is a very onerous job indeed. I 
There are moments of great tension in this 

Federal Parliame11l Debates 

3!61 [Retiremtlll of t!rt Clerk 2 OCTOBER 1963 of tht Parliaments] 3\hl 

so I am sure that all sections of this House will and his work and his contribution to our Par
agree with_ the _s(:ntjments expressed by the li~ent that his absence will be felt. We 
:'--linister. I think we are going to miss a ass'ure him that we wish him well and we hope 
verv aood friend in the person of the Clerk he wi ll ha,·e a very good rest. 
of ·th~ Hou~ i\rr iVIanu,,·a. \lr i\lanuwa, - I think he is retiring too early. I think his 
during his term of office, has been a personal is a case which supports the contention that 
friend , not only an ordinary ad,·iser, to almost people should wait until they are about sixty 
e,·ervbody in this House. That is wh~· I say or sixty-five years of age before they retire. 
that.we are going to miss him. If l'vlr \lanuwa wishes to stav on for a few 

\lv association with ;\(r \lanuwa dates more vears I think everv :'lfember in this 
ba~k ' to a very long time ago, not on ly in this House. will be very glad. · But unfortunatelv 
House but some years ago when a friend told he has made up his mind and as a man of 
me about him and said that he was a book- character he has to go and if he must go we 
worm. He said that Mr Manuwa was too must express our prayers to God that he may 
studious and that he reads every moment of have a very long rest. I think he will live up 
his life. I think it is that which has brought to the age of eighty or ninety as the case may 
him to the present place which he has attained be and when tha< time comes he will look 
to-day and he has combined his learning, his back on these da,·s as a time not when he was 
studies with good character. The unobtru- retiring as an old 'man but when he was retir in15 
siveness of his character and the way he has as an advanced young man. 
carried himself, the modestv, the ·humility 
with which he has done his work, I think, 
have impressed every \!ember of this House. 

I beg to support. 

Legislature as in other Legislatures all over \\'e are verv grateful to \ l r \lanuwa fot 
the world when the soothing advice, the calm- the wonderful-service which he has r~ndered ~4 I think we will thank him immensely and we 
ness and the coolness of the Clerk who is the this Parliament and I can assure htm that ill should be grateful that at th is time of our 
chief adviser to you, \lr Speaker, come in the history of this Parliament, his name ,viJt history we have had a Clerk of Parliaments 
ve ry handy to rescue the position. find a notable place. J in the person of Mr Manuwa. We can assure 

Chief Ayo Rosiji (Egba East): It is verv 
usual on an occasion like this for e .-en·boJv 
to say nic~ things about the person ,;ho i's 
leaving. I do not think that to-day we are just 
follo\\·in g a fashion . We are saying what we 
are saying from the bottom of our hearts. 
We are saying a big Thank } ·ou to \Ir \lanuwa. ak f 1 · b t him that his place wi ll be hard to refill, but 

:VIr \Ltnuwa is a man whom we all respect [ do not want to s~e · or a ong ttme, u ·' thanks to him also that during hi:; work in this 
very much. He is a man of great experience, would ltke to say agam that all of _us apprectatc Parliament, as the hon. Minister has said. he i\!any th ings have been said about him in 

h k l d f not On ly \vhat he has done for th ts House, bu. . . . a man who has got a thoroug now e ge o . . · has found ttme to tram those voung people praise of his work but it is not the tirst time 
I the ,vay t'n which he has done tt because the!' h . . . . · . 

Procedure and pr:1ctice of Par iament, a man w o are stttmg bestde htm and I thmk thev are that such things have been said . It has been 
- h 1 could be people who have a lot of knowledg . . . to whom we turn (even thpse ot us w o are aw- . . gomg to trv to fill h1s place. But I can assure said probably more eloquently by the ri se 

l h h and expenence m very many fields and the- -h h · · c . · 
vers) from time to time to tell us exact y w at t e ·ott ld. find it difficu lt to impart that knowledli- Tt hem tat hts s,_.~s wtll ~every bt.~ for them.! which he has had in his career until he got to 
practice shou ld be in this House. I think that '' . ' ere ts a popular apprectatton of the Speakers the top of the legislature where he now is. 
when I say that we apprectate very much what or give the necessary ~dvtc<: to people who are ~ work, I am not trying to embarrass the Speaker What we are now saying is just a confirmation 
Mr :Vlanuwa has c.0ne, the service he has need. But ~he wa~ Ill whtch _Mr Manuwa h but people are impressed by his impartiali~ of what has been said not onlv in words but in 
rendered to this House, I am speaking for all conducted htmself 111 the servtce of thts _Hou . .! and also his knowledge of the functions of thi's action. We thank Mr :.\Ianuwa very much 
sides of this House. (Hear, hear). is a way which we should not only all admtre b1 House, but I think Mr Manuwa should be for bearing with us: 

There is one thing that I particularly admire 
in Mr i\'lanuwa and that is his modesty, his 
humility and the courtesy with which he 
treats all "vi embers of this House alike. Added 
to that also is his impartiality. I know that 
sometimes when winkings go on and whispers 
go on, Mr Manuwa has always be~n Mr Manu
wa to give the Sp7aker_ a~d t~ts Hous_e the 
advice which he thinks IS JUSt 1rrespecttve of 
whoever it may affect. I think that that goes 
a long way really to make hi'? o~e of th7 most 
efficient Clerks that any Ntgenan Parliament 
can boast of and I am quite sure that the 
record he has created here will long be remem
bered. 

a way which all of us should ~!so try t~ em.ula~1 regarded as the vo ice behind the throne. Some of us can be verv difficult at times. 
He has always conducted htmself wtth dt~rmr' It · th' . h f . dl ' But he has not been ve;y ruiReJ. He has 

d I h II -~ ts 1s co-operatiOn, t e nen mess ~ .1 and decorum an ave never rea Y seen b t th S ak d Cl k h' h h served not only you, lv r Speaker, as Speaker, 
fRed dur.tn the ten years now that I ha e ween. e .Pe er an er ~ tc ~ b h h I d d·a f I 

ru ll kg h' . th' and previa made thts Parhament the best Parhament 111 ut e as a so serve 1uerent types o peop e. 
persona y nown tm ~~ ts Africa. He has served under Sir Frederick Metcalfe, 
Parliaments. I would hke to repeat o he has served under our friend and colleague 
again that :VIr Manuwa carries away with One last word and that is, we will assure Mr here the hon. Jaja Wachuku and under your 
the verv best wishes of this House, our gratttl• :V!anuwa that the independent Parliament good-self, but whoever he might be serving 
and also our prayers for his continued sue whose inception he personally saw and contri- under we do not notice any difference in \!r 
in the future. buted so much to has grown into a stalwart Manuwa's coolness and gentle efficiency. 

person. 
I beg to move. The gentleness of the man is teriffic. [ 

To-day is the second day of the Republic of was not too close with him at any time until 
Mr W. 0. Briggs (Degema) : I rise this Federation and we are now in a new era we went together on the last i'v!ission to Mas

second the iVIotion which has been moved and I think it is in part due to his tireless cow. That man's efficiency is to be seen to be 
the Acting Leader of the House and in do' eff rt d h ' · d d II \I b b r d I d'd h ' k l h' 

(1 2) 
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[CHtEF· Ros tJt] 
"·ould be doing all that much, but he \\·as 
doing more than anybody expected. He was 
d~.g his job in such a gentle manner that we 
had nothing hut g reat appreciation for :'1 l r 
:\lanuw.:r: 

:\lr Manuwa is lea1·ing us soon, unfor
tunately, hut as has been said before me he 
will carry with him not onlv the appreciation 
of the work which he has done but also our 
prayers for a long and very healthy li fe . 
Long life which is unhealthy is a curse but we 
all pray for him to ha1·e blessings and not 
curses. He will have a long lift:, a long rest, 
good health, great l"itality-

An han. Member : Plenty of money. 

Chief Rosiji : I would not like to put it that 
way. I would like to say that there must be 
many things that he " ·ants which we do not 
know. So, we will pray for him to have all 
the things which he himself wants to ha1·e. 

I beg to support. 

Alhaji Bello Dandago (G warzo East): It 
is only natural that a person with whom we 
have been for a very long time serving us 
lova ll v and patiently that we would like each 
and even·one of us to sav a fc" · words in his 
favour. · · 

I can give testimonv to the fact that the 
matt*"d experience of :\lr }[anuwa's Parlia
men tan· Procedu re and pmctice can m:ltch 
that of any Clerk in any legislature 10 the 
world. (Hear, hear). 

From the tone of the House and from the 
feelings of the !\-[embers I have so far sensed, 
I think I shall be expressing the feeling of the 
House if I take the bull bv the horns and sav 
that I know Mr Manuwa might have made up 
his mind in the past but he can change it. 

An hon. Member : But the Member for 
Gwarzo East (Alhaji Bello Dandago) can make 
and unmake? 

Albaji Bello Dandago : What a man can 
do another man can do, and what a man has 
done, another man can undo. The retiring 
age is eigher 45 or 50. It is my considered 
opinion from the feeling of the House that I 
would ask the Federal Government, and I am 
now asking the Federal Government, to 

extend :'1-Ir :'1-Ianuwa's term of office. 

Mr E. C. Akwiwu (Orlu South East) 
associa te myself very completely with 
wonderful sentiments expressed by the :'1 
bers who have spoken in respect of 
:\lanuwa. I felt I would sa,· someth1ng 
perhaps the only :\kmber ·of the H 
who enjoys the privilege of seemg thmgs 
both sides. .-\s a Floor :'1 fcmber [ 
completely with what my col 
Floor Members, have sa id and as 
Speaker, I have had the fortunate 
of observing !\[r :\[anuwa at work 
other side as well . 

I think it is a very correct statement to 
that ti-:e advice and the efficiency of 
:\lanuwa go a very long way indeed 
making the task of the Speaker an eas1er one. 

Ha n. :\[embers mav know that there 
times when points of ~rder get so 
and become such clever cloaks for all sorts 
~hings, but one sitting in tl~e Chair one has , 
the time got to think either on one' s fee t or or. 
one's seat ; and it takes a very capable, tmparttall 
and efficient man to be able to push in somi 
pieces of advice as and when they become neces , 
sary in order to save one from embarrassment} 
and I think :VIr :'1-lanuwa has d ischarged rhat re!! 
po n:;i bility verv etfectiveh·. 

In these davs when we look forward mo 
and more towards persons and characte rs th a~ 
would go to emphasise the unitv of this countr1 

1 think-someone of the characte: and q~aliry ~ 
this gentleman deserves a place m our htgh set;; 
ups. Throughout our time in this Parliame~ 
no one has ever associated Mr !VIanuwa wil 
any discrimination on any ground whatsoev 

We do know that with some of our Heads 
Departments there is a lot to be desired eith 
in the way thev sav things and say the liT O 

things at the wrong time, or in the way the:: 
things to create the impression that they a 
themselves deeply connected with either regia 
a! or clannish policies that one can see them 
nothing other than agents of disunity in 
country ; but with a man like Mr Manu\ 
everybody would agree that in the way ~ 
Manuwa has discharged his responsibiliti 
there has been no cause for anvone to feel t 
one has got or somebody els~ has got so 
undeserved treatment either because one 
from one end of the country or from the oth 

(H) 
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:\o one gets an undeserved treatm ent eith er 
because on"e oelongs to one political p:trt y or the 
other. 

I think it is a fair thing to sa1· th:tt 71 [r 
}[anuwa in the conduct of his ol lice h:ts cer
tainly reflected comp le te imparr i.tli tl· an d 
matt;red sense of unity which we require for 
the progress of this countrv. 

As has been said, we do sinccrel v hope that 
in replacing :\[r i\lanuwa the set-up under 
which he has worked should he tho roughly 
re-examined with a view to making so me 
improvements if any there need be. because 
there may be difficu lt ies under 11·hich he has 
laboured and under which another man mav 
not be ab le to work due to insufficient maturit~· 
or experience or abil ity to cope " ·ith sucit 
difficulties. For example, I think the time 
must have come when we should think in 
terms of this Legislature and its staff as a 
separate establ ishment. The Clerk of the 
Parliaments should be regarded as and should 
enjoy the responsibility and position of the 
Permanent Secretary to the Legislature. His 
Department should be as self-accounting as 
other Departments are. 

I think if we expect the Clerk of the Parlia
ments and his Deoartmen t to function eft'ec
tivelv 11·e should gi1·e them as much of the 
facilities and organisationa l res po nsib i!iti~s 
as others in other various Departments enj oy. 
I do not think that the Parliament can go on 
with the staff of the Parliament bein g rc<;a rded 
as bits and pieces, or fragments ot the civi l 
service, and in effec·~not even in a position to 
handle its own affairs. I think :VIr }[anuwa 
has m.maged very well under such difficult 
conditions, but the fact that he has handled 
them ably should not make us lose sight of the 
necessity for bringing them in line with what 
obtains in other Parliaments that we ha1·e set 
out to emulate. 

I think ;\lr !Vlanuwa deserves everv congra
tulation, and I need not repeat the p~ayer and 
goodwill which have already been said bv 
others. • 

Alhaji Mohammed Muhtari Sarkin Bai 
(f?ambatta) : I am sure Members will agree 
wtth me that no amount of time spent on this 
Resolution is too much, and in supporting this 
Resolution all Members wi ll agree with me, 
and, in fact, they have already agreed with me, 

that :\[r_~~~t,!_W~ ~s_a__highly respectable gentle
man who has always dedicated his life to the 
service of this Parliament. It is, therefore, a 
matter of great regret that i\lr ~Ianuwa is 
lea1·ing Parliament finally. 

:\lr :\lanuwa is always 1·ery friendly to all the 
:'1 !embers of this House and Jlso to the members 
of the staff of the House itself, and all admire 
him. Thev do not want to leave him at all. 
Howe,·er, there is a saying that "indi,·iduals 
pass, but people remain". No matter how 
long we can retain the services of ;\lr :'llanuwa 
he will have to go one day as everyone of us 
here will have to go ; but it will be very difficult 
to get the right person who is as efficient as 
i\lr !Vlanuwa, and who can give the same 
dedication to service as he does. 

Howe1·er, he is leaving finally, and there is no 
.reason why we should stop him from doing so . 
I fi nally wish him every success, long life and 
prosperity; and I assure him that his memory 
will remain in the minds of the Members of this 
House. 

Mr J. D. Odebunmi (Egba ?\orth): :\[r 
Speaker, I thank you ,·e ry much for the 
indulgence. The retirement of :\-[r :'llanuwa, 
as it was said by somebody, is a shock to us all ; 
but I think that he will feel very happy for one 
re:lSon, that he has led this House to the status 
of the House of Representati,·es of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria. It was the Legislature of 
the Federation of Nigeria during the tenure of 
his office; but to-day we can proudly call out the 
Republic of Nigeria. He is, therefore, up ri il 
the moment the first Clerk of the Parliaments 
of the Federal Republic of :\igeria. 

i\[r 1\.Ianuwa's ingenuity is unquestionable, 
and his devotion to service is very outstanding. 
His cool-headedness and his unassuming per
sonality are indeed second to none. He is 
certainly a pride to the Republic of Nigeria. 
He can be favourably compared with and can 
even supersede any international man in his 
category. So Nigeria should be very proud of 
having a man of the calibre of Mr Manuwa. 

I observe, ·and I want to say that I feel, as it is 
expressed by his colleagues that he is not a bullv. 
He is a friend to the people working under h~. 
and I feel that Mr Manuwa must have had a 
very happy home. I wish it were possible to 
have with him here his cousin who has definitelv 
helped h!m in maintaining such a standard of 
life. 

( 15) 
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La:;tly, [ would agree wholeheartedly with 

one ot the hon. :\[embers who has asked this 
House to consider the possibility of extending 
hrs tenure of office, and [ would ask that he 
himself should consider the possibility of ex
rending 'lis tenure of office if requested to do so . . 

He still looks quite young, hale and hearty 
and he could even be mistaken for a teenager. 
For that reason , I support the idea that the 
Government of the Republic of Nigeria should 
extend :\lr :\[anuwa's tenure of office. [ beg 
to :>upport. 

Chief D. N . Abii (Owerri East) : I rise to 
support the Resolution. I agree entirely with 
all the sentiments expressed by hon. ;\!embers 
in this Resolution, hut I wish humhly to 
emphasise that in parliamentary work we ·need 
experience very much. If for the past nine 
or ten years now we ha,·e had the services of Mr 
Manuwa so manifestly demonstrated, then it is 
absolu te lv necessarv to remind the Government 
that in r~placing him care must be taken. 

I know that the youngmen coming after him 
have carefully understudied him, they have 
the knowledge and they have the interest, but 
the patience which the Clerk of the Parliaments 
needs must be ascertained ; otherwise parlia
mentary work will not be very smooth . For 
that reason I " ·ant to support e-ntirelv what the 
Chief Whip has said , and that is to pray the 
Speaker to bring it to the Government to 
examine the possibility of extending the time 
of service of :\Ir :.V!anuwa by about two years. 
By thts extension no youngman will lose his 
opportunity. If anybody will lose financially 
as a result of :\Ir :\Ianuwa's extension of service, 
by all means, let such a person be adequately 
compensated. But we are asking that at least 
the Government should be good enough to give 
:\Ir :Y!anuwa two more years of service. 

Several hon. Members : Make it five 
years ; make it five years. 

Chief Abii : If the time 1s extended by 
five years I have no objection. 

- I .feel it is necessary to humbly 
Government that we ha\e assented to 
:\lanuwa's retiring age being extended. 
has done very well. \\'e _.: him to 
when he is young so that he will enjoy hi; 
health but we would like the Government 
extend his time by two years. I beg to support. 

Minister of State (Dr the hon. K. 0. 
:\lbadiwe): The acting Leader of the House 
and Minister of Transport has spoken for 
the Government but I feel that I must 
personal tribute to this great and disti 
son of the Republic of :-.iige ria. i 

" Some are born great some achieve greatness1 ~ 
and some have greatness thrust upon them." ; 

! 
Here, in this Clerk of the Parliaments is a man! 
who by his own perseverance and dint of hard 
work has come to the position in which he ' 
finds himself. The good that men do lives ~ 
after them. Let the tributes which the Clerk ' 
of the House is receiving to-day be a lesson to ' 
the young men who will follow him. It is I 
neither by being a bully nor by assertion of J 
authority that people make their marks. i\[r f 
:.VIanuwa has distinguished himself by being · 
humble but effective. He has won the hearts 
of his countrymen and for the \!embers of the 
legisbture to pay tributes to a person is some
thing in itself. These are men who are timbers . 
in their own right. There is no reason to 
praise anyone if that person is n~ deserving of; 
praise, and hon. Members will be the first to ' 
lash that person with their tongues because thatj 
is what they are paid for. They can praise an~d 
lash as and when the occasion arises. I knO\ 
those who will come after Mr Manuwa wil 
learn their lessons ; they will learn a lesson i 
simplicity, they will learn a lesson in bein 
secluded without being ineffective and a lesson 
in devotion to service and duty. Mr Manuwa 
is so understanding and he has above all th 
quality required of a man in his position 
the human touch. 

In closing I want to make this remark. 
About a month or so ago we learnt. that the :VIany times people say one must go to 
Minister of Establishment expressed the intc:l - llni,·ersity before one Ca!l become something; 
tion of the Government to extend the retiring at times they even go to the extent of comparin 
age of civil servants in this country. If that is the universities-Cambridge, Oxford, Yale and 
so I would like to sav that the time of those Harvard and sometimes the Institute o . 
people who have rendered good services to the :.Vlassachusetts. But we forget that Jesu 
Government and who are due to retire now Christ himself did not go to the University 01 
should be extended. Cambridge or Yale or Oxford. 

(16) 
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Mr A. F. Odu.l•ana (Ijebu South) : O n a 

poin t of information, Jesus C hrist went to the 
highest school of learnr ng 1n the world. \\ c 
did not hear anything of him between the ages 
of twelve and thirty. He was busv studying 
then. 

Mr Speaker : I think th i,; ,;hrJUld be left 
tn be tter autho rities. 

Dr Mbadiwe : Jesus Christ went to the 
most celebrated university of unive rsities and 
that is the unive rsitv of life and commonsense. 
That, in a small ;cale, is applicable to the 
per:>on we are honouring to-day. The things 
that make a person are the regard he has for 
others, the de1·otion he has for his own dutv, 
and the respec t and courtes1· which is due to 
othe rs from the humble;t pcr:>o n to the b iggest 
one. \Vhen a person can do unto others as he 
would have them do unto him, then he would 
have made the grade in life. That is exactly 
what has guided :\lr :\Ianuwa. 

When I heard that he 1~a; go ing to retire, 
I took a good look at his face, but saw no 
wrinkles. He did not appear to me to ha1·e 
gone up to the age of 58. I am, inJeeJ, 
surprised that he is retiring now. It is, 
therefore, for the .-\cting Leader of the House 
to carry back to the .-\uthori ties concerned, 
the sentiments so eloqucnt lv expressed by the 
\!embers of this honourable Legislature on 
October 2nd, the second da1· in the ! i f·~ of the 
:-iige rian Republic. · 

I am sure that since both sides of the House 
have spoken, and since we believe in liberal 
democracy-the government of the people, 
by the people, and for the people-the voice of 
:\!embers must have significance and weight. 

We pay tribute to this man. 

1\llr S. A. Babatunde (Ilorin Central) : I rise 
to seize this opportunitv that has been so 
kindly given to me, to sav how verv much we 
respect Mr Manuwa. I ·happen to know :VIr 
Manuwa very well, and I am sure that he him
self is not aware that I know half of what I 
know about him. Many people , meeting 
Mr Ma~uwa for the first time, will not recognise 
that he IS the son of a !.\Iinister. 

Mr Manuwa is the second son of a :'I·Iinister of 
Religion. Knowing fully well what it is to be 
the son of a :.VIinister of Reli~on, it is not 
surprising that Mr "-Ianuwa 'has proYed a 
successful Minister for the State. 

If all the ::\.P.C. members -knew his -begin
ning, they would like him all the more because 
he spent a be tter part of his li fe in the :'\orthern 
Region. As soon as he left school, he was sent 
to the Records Office of the :\igerian Regiment 
in Kaduna. He did such excellent work in 
the Records Office that the :\orthern Region 
Education Department also requested the 
benefi t of his sen ·ices. The Provincial 
.-\dministration again loaned him from the 
Education Department. 

. \[r :\Ianuwa 1\'0rked so hard and so diligently 
111 the Provincial .-\Jministration that the latter 
refused to allow him to go back to the Educa
tion Department. It was from the Provincial 
.-\d ministration that he came to the Houses of 
Parliamen t from where he is retiring to-day. 
The eleven vears that most :\!embers are 
reckoning , an; the only part of his life he has 
used as a working man outside the :\orthern 
Region. The :\orthern Region was, therefore, 
his steppin g stone. and certainlv he has been 
kind 7Ind ge ntle ~o eve ry body incl uding those 
ot us who come from the :\orth. 

A further knowledge I ha\·e of :.VIr Manuwa, 
which he may not be aware of, is that he is one 
of the luckiest sick men who have recovered. 
which means that God , whom his father sen·ed. 
has been looking after him . On e would have 
fel t tha t because his brother is a phys ician . he 
should :w t r·all ; ick. 

H is fa ther's name will rem~in indel ible 111 
Ondo Province to-day because there is an 
institution at Okitipup·a named after his father, 
\Ir :\Ianuwa's record will also remain indelible 
in the history ot- :\igerian Parliament. I~ 
listened to an hon. :\[ember saving that am·one 
stepping into his shoe must know that the 'shoe 
is a very big one. I rate \-Ir :.VIanuwa's shoe 
insofar as his wurk in Parliament is concerned' 
as size sixteen and a half. ' 

There is one quality I find in Mr Manuwa 
which no one has mentioned yet. People have 
been say111g that i\-Ir Manuwa is humble, kind, 
lovable and so on , but I want to make this one 
po~nt about him ; :VIr Manuwa is kind, but very 
stnct. 

When I purchased mv last car, I wanted the 
time for the payment of the instalments to be 
increased, but :.VIr Manuwa insisted that the 
repayments should be made within the life of 
this Parliament. I want the person who will 
step into his shoes to be kind, but to be stricr. 

I beg to support. 

( 17) 
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has been proved beyond reasonab le doubt the Speaker be asked to convey to :\!r Benjamin 
type of man that ~!r Manuwa is. I am sure Adeoye i\lanuwa, on his retirement from the 
that if all the Members of this House were to4!';'e office of the Clerk of this House, an expression 
given the opportunity, each and e\·ery one of :\!embers' deep appreciation of the service 
would have something nice to say about :'1 [r which he has rendered to this House for 
Manuwa. nearly e]e,·en years, anc\ their admiration for 

It has been proved that .\lr :\-Ianuwa is one of his outstanding ah ility and profound kno"·Jedge 
the talents that this our great country possesses. of procedure and practice, which has enabled 
It would be a very great injury to the nation if him to give constant, valu::tb le ad,·ice to the 
we should bury one of our talents. I support House and its i\•Iembers in the conduct of 
the Member for Gwarzo East (.41haji Bello business. 
Dandago), the Member for Owerri East 
(/VIr A bii), and the :\llinister of State (Dr 
K . 0. ivibadizae), who have expressed the view 
that the Government should be able to listen 
to the opinions and the wishes of the Members 
of this Parliament by making further use of one 
of our ve ry valuable talents, and grant extension 
of service to :\Ir :\Ianuwa. 

ADJOURNMENT 

il'Iotion made and Question propo,·ed, 
this House do noza adjoum sine 
i\hNISTER OF TRA:-;sPORT A:-;o Avr.uw:-;). 

Question put and agreed to. 

R esolved : That this House do now adjourn 
sine die. 

JliJ 
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HOL"SE OF REPRESF.~T.-\.1'1\"ES I ha,·e to acquaint the House that I have also 
1\IGERL-\. recei,·ed a Jette r trom .\[r Just ice Lambo as 

tollo\\·s :-
Wedne,·day, Sth January, 190+ 

The House met at lO a.m. 

PR..-\.YERS 

(:\ [r S peaker in the Ch.t ir) 

OATHS 

"2nd January, 

The Honourable Speaker, 
H ouse of Representati~·es, 

Lagos. 

1964. 

Oath of .-\.llegiance was admi nistered to the 
follo"·ing new :\Iembers :-

llw·t't to infor m y n11 that the flonotlrahle tlu 
.-llfnm ey-General of the Federatiort and 
_\linister of Justice , Dr T. 0 . Elias, to-day took 
the fullotdng Oath of .-l/legiance before me :-

" I T cL>lim Olmcale Elias m·ear that l 
n·i/1 be faithful ancl bear true allegiance tu 
the Federal Republic of ,Vigeria and that 
I t,i/1 pre;·ern, protect m.d defer.d Ire 
Comtitution. Su help m. Gcd." 

:\lr J. Likueku 
:\I. .\[ohammed 

(L" rhobo \\"est) 

.-\. ttahi ru .-\bubabr ( L:u-ia~i /P:neg i ) 
:\I. Ibrahim :\Iuku (Il ida \\'est) 
.-\lhaj i .-\.damu i\luri .. (Jahun) 

Oath of Allegiance was aJ.ministcreJ. ro the 
following old Members :-

(Signed) S. 0. Lambo, 
Judge." 

I beg to support. 

Question put and agreed to. Adj ourned accordingly at ten minutes tv. one . 
o'clock. 

Chief the hon. F . S. Okotie-Eboh 
Hon. J . C. Obande 
.-\lhaji Aminu Kino 
Chief D. :--f. Oronsave 

Chief R. A. Orok (.-\.bak ~orth \Vest) : On 
a point of information, my co nstituency is 
.-\. bak "orth \Vest and not .-\.bak ~orth East. 

OR..--\L ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

HEALTH 

( IS) 

:\I. A. Alangade · 
:\Ir D. Senu-Okc 
.-\.lhaji Ahmadu Fatik:t 
Shettima Ali :Vlo n ~uno 
.\[r _\[. E. Elenwa 
.\l r R. B. K. Okafu r 

Mr Speaker : i\hv I reminJ .\!embers of 
1 the contents of the -Stand ing Orders, Order 
2~-Beha,· iour of .\Iembers in :he House ? 

ANNOUNCE!VIENTS 

Mr Speaker : I ha1·e to acquaint the House 
that I have recei1·ed a letter from the Chief 
Justice ut the High Court of Lagos as follows:-

The Honourable Speaker, 
House of Represe~~tatit·es , 
Lagas. 

"3rd October, 1963 . 

I have to inform you that in acciJrdartee v.:ith 
the provision to Section 35 of the Constitt•tion 
of the Federation, the foll fm:ing Members of 
Parliamwt roere sworn before me on the third 
day of October, 1963 :-

David Adetunji Ogunleye 
David Kudedo Aihonsu 

(Sigr~ed) Clemmt Nageon de Lestang 

Chief Justice of the High Court of Lagos" . 

Pharmaceutical Industries 

0 .1214. Chief R. A. Orok asked the 
.\lin ister of Health , if he has an y plans for the 
establ ishment of Plurmaceu tica l Indust ries in 
the country. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Health (:\!. Hamza Gombe) : 
There is alre~~ v in existence a Pharmaceutical 
:\lanufactu ring · Laboratory in Lagos which 
was opened in 1960. The second phase of thi..s 
programme, the manufacture of tablets and 
ointments, has already been completed. The 
manufacture of injections in ampoules, the 
third phase will commence this year. 

The :\lanufacturing Laboratory is a nucleus 
which I intend to expand to supply my :Vlinistry 
with as many of its requirements as possible. 

:\[embers mav also wish to be aware that 
vaccines are aiready in production in the 
Federal Territory for small pox, yellow fever 
and rabie~. 

The general question of a factory for pro
duction of drugs on a commercial basis is also 
being carefully examined. 

( 19) 
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UNICEF Assistance Telecommunications Projects . Mr Nwika: i\fy Ministry is gi,·ing urgen t 
· · ·· d · n >o r the provision .., f ~ telepho ne 

_"0 .1276. Mr F. C. Ogbalu aske.<J th~ :'.!_l_lll g~.!:. --:"-<?-~12_C8. !VIr V. ~~·-. L.aJ• . e ~~~9 ~ - . ~ene du rin the rt~en t Develop-
o t Health , how much has been rece l\·ed from :\lmtste r of Cummumcat10ns, 1t he wd l g•ve ·c~change atE g P 
April 1')60 to December 1963 from l ":\ ICEF , detailed lis t of all the projects-construction~m~nt Programme. 
and how has the mane~· bee n used. etcetera he has fo r Telecommunicatioiif.in j 

' • Six-Year Development Programme indicati Postal Agencies in Awka Division 
M. Hamza Gombe : It is not the pract ice those which have already heen e~ecu ted , th . . 

fur U:\ICEF to pay out money to member yet to b.c executed and the value of each. ·0.1278 Mr F. C. Ogbalu asked the :\luus-
Governments bu"t to pro,·ide se rvices and . . . . . . _ • ter of Commun ications, whether he has recetved 
suppl _v equipment. The va lue of the se n · ices Mr Nwika · I t IS r.ot pusst ble at thts , tag. t 1- . · f po· ta l age nctes from Amanukc. 

• • 1 ·1 1 [" f T 1, · . · ap p tcauons o r > • . . . 
and equipmen t provided from 1LJ5 3 to I'.J63 is gl\ e a t. e~a•-~c .- ;~t b 0 

. e ~c~m:nun~ca t~o~r, :\ise, :\awgu and Ckpo-.-\kpu 1n .-\wka Dtn-
£3,58+,600. These services and equ ipment prOJects " 1" " 1 c execute 10 t e '- · . nd if he will o-rant thei r request. 

. have been utilised as follo ws:- Year Development Programme as the questi stan, a 0 

Basic Health Sen·i ces 
:\Ialari a Control .. 
T ubercu los is Control 
Leprosy Control .. 
Yaws Eradication . . 
N utrition Services 
:\utrition Training 
:\!ilk Consen·ation 
Community Development 
Freight 

T o tell 

.-I /locations 
to 

June 1963 

667,200 
+82,700 
120,600 
778,200 
883 ,500 

80,500 
5+,000 
73 ,200 

168,200 
276,500 

3,58+.600 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Owerri Telephone Serv ic es 

.., • 0 .1142. Mr A. U. D. Mbah asked the 
Minister of Communications, how soon he 
intends to provide Owerri General Post Office 
with a direct line and an automatic exchange. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Communications (Mr S. F. 
Nwika): The present manual exchange at 
Owerri is provisionally listed for replacement 
by an automatic exchange. Direct trunk lines 
to Enugu are also to be provided. It is not 
possible at this stage to say when these projects 
will be undertaken. 

Chief D. N. Abii (Owerri East} : I would 
like to know fro m the Parliamentarv Secretan · 

. to the Minister of Communicatio~s why we 
cannot get a uirect line from Lagos to Owerri ? 

is s till ~ntler . study. It is hoped that t Mr Nwika : The :.\liniste r has rece i,·ed 
mformauo_n wtll be made avadable to ho app lications for postal agencies from :\ise ~nd 
M embers tn the near future. ' :\awgu. W_hen the questiOn of estab ltshtng 

Mr 0. C. Ememe (.-\ba South): Cc ulu ~~ posta l agenctes tn these places was first 10\esu
hon. i\ linis ter please tell us whethe r A ' gated, it was _dtscovered that they dtd . no t 
Telephone Exchange is in cludeu in this Si sa nsf~ the condt~ tons latd do\\ n but the quest ton 
Year D evelopment Pbn ? : is be10g. tm·esttgated ag~10 "tth a ~ ~ '"~ _ to 

tk te rmtn iOg " ·hether the) ha' e no" >attstied 

Mr Speaker : That is a ne \\· quest ion. , all the conJ itions regarding un its. 

Training of Nigerians in ' The :\linister has received no applications 
Telecommunications for postal agencies from .-\manuke and o." kpo

.-\kp u. 
" 0.1209. Mr V. L . Lajide a,,ked tilt 

Minister of Commun ications, what efforts he ~ 
making towards intensive training of :\igeriau 

Abagana Post Office 

in the highlv technical and comn:ex fie lds r •0 .1279. :VIr F. C. Ogbalu asked the 
telecommunications. \liniste r of Communications, whether he will 

~1r Nwi.ka ; The Posts and T deo- raoh refund the cost of the .-\baga n:J. Post Otfice 
D . · · 'd f h 1 °·r,' which was built b\· communitv effort. lVlSton provt es courses or sc oo ceru 1ca1 · · 
ho!ders at th: Training School, Oshodi r· Mr Nwika : l f the hon. :\!ember " ·ill 
Mtcrowave , v o~ce frequency tel~gr~p h ~~~ reques t tb: local autho rity concerned to submit 
Car:ter Transnuss ton systems, and m auto. an application to the T erritorial Controller, 
mat!C telephone and telegraph swttchtn• p t d T 1 hs Enugu the matter wi ll 

1 os s an e egra p , , 
systems. i receive necessary consideration. 

Officers aJso underglJ training overse4 
through T echnical Assistance schcme3 or ~ Ogbomosho Post Office 
attachment to organisations such as . 
British Post Office, l\tL!rconi Company and t ~0.1280. Mr S. ~· . Og~dtpe _as~ed_ the 
English GeneraJ Electric Company ; ::--!orthe :\·l10tster ?f Commumc~twns, tf he Will mdtcate 
Electric Company, Cannda :md Radio Corpo when he 10t~nds_ to build a new Post Office_ at 
tion of America. Ogbomosho 10 new of the fact that the extstmg 

Emene Telephone Exchang~ 

• 0.1277. Mr G. 0. D. Eneh asked t 
Minister of Communications, whether he w 
give immt"uiate consideratior. to the provisi 
of a tel~phone exchange at Emene near Enug 
in view of th<! industrial estahlishme!' ts in th 
town. 

one is no longer adequate to meet the needs of 
the people of the area. 

Mr Nwika : A Postal Development study of 
Ogbomosho shows that a T ype N. 2 Post Office 
is warranted, and this requirement has been 
included in the 1962-68 extended Programme, 
but it is no t possible at this stage to sa\· when 
the project will be undertaken. 

Egbo-Etiti Sub-Post Office 

• 0.1281. Mr J. Chukwu asked the ;\lir;_ister __ 
of Communications, if he plans to estabhsh a 
Sub-Post Office soon at Egbo-Etiti Clan in 
Awgu Division fo r which _repeated representa
t ions have been made to htm . 

Mr Nwika : As the current units of business 
performed in the two postal agencies_ in the · 
clan are Lengwe 8,737 umts and :\deaboh 
1+.07+ uni ts. I do no t propose to establtsh a 
S ub-Post Otfice in the near future in Egbo
Etiti clan in A"·gu Division . 

Postal Agency near Nwaigwe 

•0.1282. Mr M. B. Afanideh asked the 
:\Iinister of Communications, when he "ill 

• a iye consideration to the application by the 
peoplt: of Odoro Ikot Local Counci l in Ikot 
Ekpene Divis ion for a postal agency near 
?\waigwe. 

l\l!r Nwika : Following a s imilar question 
on 5th December, 1962, by the same hon . 
:\!ember, the establishment of a Postal Agency 
at Odoro Ikot Local Council in Ikot Ekpene 
\\·as im·cstigakd but cond itions bid do"·n 
were not satisfied and consequently <t was not 
possible to proceed with the opening of the 
Postal Agency. 

.-\no ther in,·estigation is being made and if 
the conditions laid down regard ing uni ts are 
satisfied the agency will be opened. 

M; A. A. Ajibola (Egbado South} : On a 
point of o rde r, shall we know how m_uch it 
costs the :\.P.C. to buy these :\[embers: 

Mr Speaker : Order, this is irrelevan t. 

The Minister of Commerce and 
Industry (.-\lhaji Zanna the hon. Bukar 
Dipcharima) : Will Mr Speaker please ask the 
:\!ember to withdraw? 

Mr Speaker : I should not take this too 
serious ; it is probably a little joke . 

Okon Postal Agency 

• 0 .1283. Mr M. B. Afanideh asked the 
\-l inister of Communications whether he will 
investigate the cause of the delay in opening 
the Okon Postal Agency which was built by 
communal efforts ; and if he will make 
statement . 

Mr Nwika : There has been a Postal Agency 
at Okon since 20th August, 1951 , and it has 
been fu nctioning satisfactorily. 

(20) (2 1) 
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Mbierl,.and Mbaitoli Telephone Services 

•0.1284: Mr A. U. D:-Mbab ;sk~d the 
Minister of Communications if he will extend 
telephone services to :\Ibicri and :\lbairoli Sub
Post Offices. 

Mr Nwika : It is the policy of this Ministry 
to provide telephone service to as many Admi 
nistrative Headquarte rs as possible during the 
current Development Programme and :\lbieri 
is in this category. 

Mbaito li is also li sted for consideration along 
with other localities for telephone se rvice. 

Ikeduru Telephone Exchange 

•0.1285 Mr A. U. • D. Mbah asked the 
Minister of Communi..:ations, if he is aware 
that there are enough subscricers to justify the 
installation of a tdephone exchange at the 
Ikeduru Post Office, and if he will ind icate ho\1· 
soon he intends to provide one in the area. 

Mr Nwika : The ;\linister is not aware tf·-at 
there are any wa1ting applicants for telephone 
service at Ikeduru. 

Consideration will howc,·er be a iven for 
the conversion of the pre;-cnt Rural Call Office 
to a telephone exchan~e during the current 
Development Prog ramme. 

EC0 0."0MIC DHELOP:'YlE:--.iT 

Soil Survey 

0.1203 Mr S. Nnaji asked the :\ [inistcr of 
Economic Devclopmt'nt, if he will s tate the 
number of places already visited by the team of 
Soil Surveyors and how 50o n "ill the team visit 
Udi East area to carry out soil survey. 

The Minister of Economic Development 
(Alhaji the hon. Waziri Ibrahim) : I am sorry 
to say that the answer to this Question is not 
yet ready. I shall cause it to be published as 
11oon as it is ready. 

National Parks 

•0.1210 Mr D. N. Oronsaye asked the 
Minister of Economic Development, when 
he will establish National Parks throughout the 
country. 

Alhaji the hon. Waziri Ibrahim : The 
Federal Government will establish !"ational 
Parks throughout the wuntry as soon as the 

necessary funds are available. All av;tilabl 
Government's · resources are full y 
to more pressing needs. 

Mr Speaker : It is now 10.30 and und , 
S tand inL: Orders no further Questions will 
cnte rtai~ed. 

Presentatio n of Public Dills-

Alhaji Mohammed Muhtari Sarkin Bai 
( Dambatta) : I " ·ant to raise a point of orde 
and this refers to Order :\o. 9- .-lrrangement OJ 
Public Business. I wish to do this befo re thelf 
Presentation of Public Dills. 

Mr Speaker : I quite appreciate tha t the 
Member for Dambatta (.-llhaji Sarkin Bai) ist 
trying to raise a matter, but he shoul d ha,·e! 
stood up to my notice before the annou nce-f 
ment of the presentation ot publtc Udls. How- , 
e,·e r, perhaps the House rna ,· he mterested to 
hear " ·hat he has to say. . ~ 

Alhaji Sarkin Bai : S tanding Order :\ o. lJ~ 
provides-

.-! substantive motion f or the adjoummmt o : 
the House shall not be made at anv sitting1 

before the conclusion of questions, allll no such ! 
motiun shall be made except by a membl'r of the' 
Council of 1llinisters, unles,· on .\lowlays. 
T 'ft•,·tfa,·,· rr ·P, fne•rf,n ·,· ,, .. f 7'f .. tr•J .. ,.,. 
. \lr~mbe.r ~ay ri,·e in hi,: place on /he conclu,:iun OJ 
qrreslion and ask f or leave to mnu the aclj.oum
ment of the H ouse far the purpo,·e of disw ssing: 
!I definite matter of urgent puhlic importance. 

f . 0 . . r1 
In pursuance o thts rder, and ,':\ ne"· o 

the fact that there is a very important :\lotion 
signed by 30 :Vlembers of Parliament, I " ·auld 
appeal to you :\-Ir Speaker, to suspend all 
government business for the next four days and 
allow this House to debate the Motion. 

Mr Speaker : A matter such as can cause 
the suspension of government business requires 
something more momentous than what this 
Motion is concerned with at present. The 
Order continues to say on the other hand that-

The matter for discussion shall, if possible, be 
referred to lvlr Speaker before the commence
ment of the day's sitting, and .1-lr Speaker shall 
refuse to allow the claim unless he is satisfied 
that the matter is definite and urgent. 

I do not consider that thi$ matter is urgent. 

(22) 
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Alhaji Sarkin Bai : I ha\·e whole-heartedly _Mr Sp_eaker : I am only refusin_g to allow 
- t d )·ou r rul ina \lr· Speaker,- But all the - thts i\Ionon to g-o on on -the -advtce-- of the 

accep e o• · · · • · f h" H. d d h S d. . I sha ll raise another pom t a t order. fhts i\Icmbers o t ts ouse an un er t e tan mg 
fame , one can be found under Section 6i of our O~dcrs . Unless I have the gen~ral assent of tht! 
:tt::~~in" Orde rs. H0use, I do not think th:J..-.. is proper for me 
- "' to allow thts Ma tton to be taken. 

Chief D. N . .-\bii (Owerri East) : On a 
point " f order-

Mr Speaker : Order ! Only one poin t of 
order can be raised at a time. 

Alhaji Sarkin Bai : Section 6i reads-

A question, the obj ect or effect of tchiclz may 
be to sr,;pend any standing order of the H ouse, 
slra/1 be proposed only tdtlr tlr_e consent of .Hr 
Speaker, either after notzce gzve11 or after tire 
expression of tire general assent of the H ouse. 

In pursuance of this, I would ask the 
pe rmission of the House to J ebate the urgent 
matter. I ~m sure that, as far as floor Members 
are concerned, there will be no dissentient 
vo ices. But I would appeal to the House to 
"ive me the chance in order that we may debate 
~his :\lotion. We may not necessarily do that 
to-day ; we rna,· e\·en do it tomorrow or Satur
dav. 

Sir, I beg to moYe. 

Mr Speaker : l ~m afra id that smce. 
. • . 1_ ~ r· - ~: .... ~ ! ~ 1. ·_, ~ .'.:..! r·"~u t 5tt~p ·: n..;Jon A t 

the busi"ness we ha,·e been lundling, it is not 
possible for the :\!ember for Dambatta (.-1.1/wji 
S arkin Baz} to mo,·e the :\[anon unless the 
Order is sus pended. As a reoult of tht~, I do 
not thin k that I can give consent m thts case 
unless I recei,·e the general assent of the House. 
Perhaps it may be appropriate for me to ask 
for that assent now. 

Is it the wish of the House ? 

Several hon. Members : Yes 1- No 

Mr Speaker : As the general assent ?f ~he 
House has not been obtained then perrruss10n 
is not given. 

An bon. Member : On a point of order, I 
think it will be much better if pu, Mr Speaker, 
will allow rhe Motion moved by my hon. 
Friend, the Member for Dambatta (Alhaji 
Sarkin Bai) to be debated. This Motion i~ n?t 
a~ain~t any particular political parry. It ts lfi 
the interest 0f the nation that the :.\Iouon 
should be debated. 

PRESENTATION OF PUBLIC BILLS 

C o :-:snTUTIO:-: OF :\Iw-\Vr:.';T ER:-< NIGERIA B1 Lv 

Bill to make provision for the Constitution 
of Mid-\\"estern :\tge ria ; and for purposes 
connected tfterewith, presented by the Prime 
:\ linister ; read the First time ; to he read a 
Seconcl. time- This Da y. 

hTERPRET.\T IO:"' BILL 

Dill to provide f.::> r the constitution and 
inter('ret.ttion of Acts of Parliament and certain 
oth~ r instruments ; and for purposes connect.:d 
therewith , presented by the .-\ttomey-General 
and :\linister of Justice ; read the First time ; 
to be read a s~cord time-Tvmorrm.c. 

CON5T!Tl.iT!O:"' (1:-iTERP RET.\TIO:"' ) BILT. 

Bill to provide for the application of the 
Interpretat ion .-\ct , 196+, to the Constitution of 
the Federation ; and fo r purpose> connected 
.. ~..,.:-:! '.'· :p ~; , n:~sc ::~-·~ 1": t~:!! .\ t tt1r :;. e·: - C~ ;o.::: :- .! ~ 
;·~d M!t; isr~ r nf J u stic~ ; re~d the First time 
to be read the Second time- Tomorrow. .. 

JL"STICE5 OF THE S UPRE.\!E COU1l.T BILL 

Bill to incrc<L<e the number of Justices of the 
Supreme Court, pn:sented by the Attorney
General and ;\linister of Justice; read the First 
time ; to be read a Second time-Tomo"ow. 

NATIONAL HOI'o"Ol:""RS BILL 

Bill to make provision with rt:spect to titles 
of honour, decorations and other dignitie~. 
presented by the Attorney-General and Minister 
of Justice ; read the First time ; to be read a 
Second time- -Tom/Jrrow. 

ELECTORAL BILL 

Bill to amend the Electoral Act, 1962, pre
sented bv the Minister of Internal Affairs ; 
read the ·First time ; to be read a Second time 
-Tomorrm<·. 

(23) 
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Bill to provide for the grant of retirement 
benefits on the termination of approved employ
ment and for the increase of certain p~n s ions 
based on superseded scales of emoluments; 
and for purposes connected with the matters 
aforesaid , presented by the i\liniste r of Esta
blishments ; read the First time ; to be read 
a Second time-Tomorrow. 

EXPLOSIVES BILL 

Bill to make further provision for the control 
of explosives for the purpose of maintaining 
and securing public safety ; and for purposes 
connected therewith, presented by the :\l iniste r 
of :\lines and Power ; read the First time ; 
to be read a Second time-Friday the lOth. 

LAGos Tow:-; Pu .. --; :-~ I :-;c 

(CO~IPE:-;SATIO:-;) BILL 

Bill to provide for the withholding of com
pensation payab le under the Lago< Town 
Planning Act in respect of certain est:Hcs and 
interests in land ; and fo r purpose; connected 
with the matter aforesaid, presented hy the 
Minister of Lagos Affairs; rend the first time; 
to be read a Second time- This Dal'. 

:\IR fOR CE BILL 

Bill to make prm·ision for the establishment, 
government and d isc ipline of the :\igeria _-\ir 
Force and of an Air Fo rce rescn·e· .1nd to 
provide for o ther matters connected there"· ith 
or ancilbry thereto. presented h,- the :\ r;,~:>lcr 
of Defence ; read the First time ; to be read a 
Second time-Friday the lOth . 

SUPPLE~!E:-ITAR\' AP PROPIHAT IO'> 

( 1962-63) BIL l. 

Bill to authorise the issue out of the Consoli
dated Revenue of four hundred and eight 
thousand, and forty pounds for the purpose 
of making furt her pro,·ision for the se rvice of 
the year which ended on the thirty-fi rst da,
of March, one thousand, nine hundred and 
sixty-three ; and to appropriate that sum for 
the purposes specified in this Act ; presented 
by the Minister of Finance ; read the First 
time ; to be read a Secnnd time- T' " '~ rr~ · : · 

SUPPLE.\<IENTARY APPROPRIATIO:-; 

(1 963-64) BILL 

Bill to authorise the issue out of the Consoli
dated Revenue Fund of the su m of four 
hundred and forty- five tho usand, four hundred 

(24) 

and thirty pounds for-the- ptifpGSe-ef-Feplaci 
ad,·ances from the Contingencies Fund and o 
makinf( further provision for the se rvice of the 
year ending on the thirty-first clay of :\larch, 
one thousand nine hundred and sixty- four -; 
and to app ropriate that amount for the purposes 
spccitie-J in this .-\ct , presented by the !'vl inistet· 
of Finance ; read the first ti me ; to be read 
a Seco nd time- Tomnrr01<'. 

of us who came to Lagos -thought that we o rder. They have n~ kept it in o rde r so much 
uld spend at least two "·eeks here but to so that a leading member of the :\.P.C . has 
surp ri se I understand ~hat the stttmg of go t up to say so. I say that it is refreshing 
House will last for only tou~ays . for us of the Opposition Bench. 

MOTIONS 

R u:; I:-; ES:; oF TH E HousE 

Let me no longer conceal the painful truth . 
truth is that there are until this morning 
over !50 Private :\!embers' :\lotions in 

Order Book undebated . If " -e are going 
sit e,·erv time for four da;·s, "-hen are \1-e 

ing to debate these \lot ions ? Is it when 
House is dissolved ? 

app reciate the act1V1t1es of the :VIinistcr 
The Minister of Finance (Chief the hon. Finance both as the Leader ot the House 

F. S . Okotie-E boh) : :\lr Speaker, Si r, I beg d the :\linister of Finance but I must ad,· ise 
to move- always to get in touch with the Speaker 

the Clerk to know how manv Pri,·ate 
That, tomorrow, notwithstanding the pro- , :\lotions a re there in the Order 

,-is ions of Standing Order 6+, the debate on importance and urgency and so on . 
the Second Reading of the Supplementary we are do ing that I am afraid we are 
Appropriation ( 1962-63) Bill shall be d 

I d I I d d I 
- d f a mockerv of parliamentarv emocracv. 

sumel an cone uc e 3n t te pen o o r · · · 
the Second Reading of the Bill _shall. be • In any even t, [ hope the :\l inister of Finance 
dec:med to ha,-e been tbus comphed With, rill , in consultation with his other co lleagues, 
and when read the Second t1me the Com- f:consider his decision so that the sitting of the 
mtttee Stage ot the Btl ! shall be taken and ~ouse will last at least till Tuesday night so 
~h all l'c concluded and the Btl! read the hat at least eight of those :\lot ions will be 
f h1rd nme. lisposed of. (Applause) . 

I he~ to moYe. J Mr Speaker : I noti ce that there ha,·e been 

The Minister of Establishments (Hun . J. :heers from the Ga llery; that is not allo"·ed. 

C. Obande) : I beg to seco nd. ~ Mr W. 0. Briggs (Degema): It is Yery 

R J A cU< ' • (II -- h R · I) . I h- -efreshing to hear people saY th in~ when the 
ev. · · · · m yemt e, _ a ur.t . -. t as thoe is on the other foot. I am ,-erv happv to 

become the pract1ce of the :\l1nt s~er ~~ Fmance tear the Member for Dambatta (A.ihaji 
~o try_ to rush the B~smess ot th1s H ouse. tfulztari, Sarkin Bai) speak in the vein he has 
fhl s. '_s a- money: bu~mess . and . the country lpoken. This is the kind of thing we of the 

expect> ll> to d iscus, lt lll extenso. E~e~ ~pposition haYe been fighting a ainst all these 
now and then that we_ come here the l\ltmster ars . v\-'e come to the House gdetermined to 
appears always to be 111 a hurry to get out of o some business in the interest of the nation 
th1s House ; whether he wants to go on tour d when we come, the Minister of Finance, 
or wh~te~er he In tends_ to do, we do ~ot know.lr one reason or the other- I think not a verv 
But thts 1s_ a matter wh1ch should_ be gtven ttme easant reason-streamrolls things and give-s 
and t~e~etore I o_ppose the Matton moved by shorter periods than what we expect, as 
the :Vltntster of Fmance. e Alhaji said. 

Alh~i Mohammed Mubtari, Sarkin Bai I also came to this town and most of my hon. 
(Dambatta) : I think if we are going to face icnds came ·here with the hope that they 
~h ...: ~·.11...: t \\\ ; .:;iloulJ r·..i..:c.; the iact ;;yuardy. The '\:r \,7 guing to spend at lease ten to fo urteen 
Cabinet will have to live with the Parliament ys. What is the rush behind it? It was 
and die with the Parliament. If I can re- , ly yesterday I read in the papers-a release 
member correctly, this House was to sit on om the Member for Owerri West (J'lr R. B . 
the 27th :\m-ember, but somehow the Govern- . Okafor)- that it is go ing to be only four 
mcnt changed the date or put it back, as we ,-s . I feel that if the GoYernment has an\'
say, to the 8th of January, which : to-day. i n~ to hide the;· should keep their house In 

Therefore, I am appea ling to hnn. :\!embers 
from all sides of the H ouse, to appeal to the 
\linister of Finance, so that he may not hurry 
this Parliament. Let us continue ; we are here 
fo r what we are paid for and so, we should 
stay on for at least eight days and debate these 
:\ lotions. 

\ \'e a re therefore opposing this :\lotion ,-en· 
,-ehcmently and we hope \!embers from all 
sides of the House will support us, p~rticularl y 
the :\.P.C. because the shoe is on the o ther font. 

T h e Minister of Finance (Chief the hon. 
F. S . Okotie-Ehoh): It will be noticed by hon . 
:\!embers that the first opposer of this :\lotion is 
the :\!ember for Ilesha Rural (Re,-. Akinyemi) 
and quite honestly I do not blame him because 
that is characteristic of short F~ople. (Laughter). 

Mr A. Akomolafe (Ekiti :\orth East) : On 
a point of Order, I realise that we allow jokes 
in this House but when the,- de\'elop in to 
personal abuses I do not kno;,. what we are 
turning this H ouse into. I just wonder what 
the hon . :\l inister of Finance wi ll fed if some
bod,· wishes to refer to him and calls him a 
" fat pig" . 

The Speaker : Order, order. I do not 
think it is an abuse to be called short when one 
is short. - I think o ne cannot do anything bu t 
just accept it as such. 

The Minister of Finance : The position is 
that hon. Members should take into considera
tion the convenience of other people, and my 
hon. Friend Alhaji Sarkin Bai, with very great 
respect to him, has certainly realised the fact 
that he was not speaking for the people on the 
other side of the House when he "-,n•~ tf,i• 
House to be prolonged. Therefore, the 
Government, as the father of all, must take 
into consideration all the interests of all the 
people concerned and not the interest of one 
indi\'idual. 

ChiefO. B. Akin-Olugbade (Egba South): 
On a point of order, the Government is the 
servant of the people, and it is that attitude of 
the mind that makes the Parliamentary Leader 
to rush and run things as in a private company. 
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... Mr Speaker : That is not a point of order !':'. Mr Akomolafe : ( sti ll can teach yo 11 . Mr A. U. D. Mbah (0\\·erri :\'orth): I do 
not intend to quarrel about the day~ . . but , I 

The Minister of Finance : I agree, I w think. " ·ith due respect to the hon. :\lin1ster of The Minister of Finance : What I was 
saying i~rhis. The Government takes into 
considerauon the interes t of all in the Republic 
but not the interest of a single individual and 
if hon. Members had waited until I make my 
Business Statement before they shoot perhaps 
it would have been bette r because they would 
have been better en lightened as to the business 
of the House. 

When Government desire~ to summon 
Parliament it just does not do so because 
Private i\lembers have filed a number of 
Private :\lotions, mos t of which-and in this 
regard I do not refer to any particular Motion
are usdess . 

Mr A. A. Ajibola (Egbado South) : On a 
point of order, I " ·ish to state that for the 
:\l iniste r to say that :\lotin ns filed by hon. 
i\lembers are use less is an insult to hon. 
i\lembers and to the countrv as a whole. I 
\\·ould, therefore, like the :V!inister to with
draw the statement that :\!embers file useless 
Motions. It is a great insult to this country. 

The Minister of Finance : :\ll I would like 
to say is thi s. We have our S tanding Orders, 
and if :\!embers ha,·e a particular :\lotion of 
real importance they should certainly take 
action as had already been taken by the Member 
for Dambatta (Alhaji Sarkin Bai ) on the Floor 
of this House. \\.hat remains of it is that, as 
the Speakerw,.,s rightly pointed ou t, it must 
have the general assent of the House. If it has 
not, that is the end of the matter. 

Perhaps Members have not even seen the 
Bill , because if they had seen it they would not 
have made all this fuss about their points ; 
what I am doing is to take it up as already 
indicated. The 1962-63 Supplementary Ap
propriation Bill has noth ing there to strike 
anybody and will not warrant any lengthy 
debate. 

Mr A. Akomolafe (Ekiti North East) : We 
are not treating the Bill yet. 

The Minister of Finance : I am in a 
position to tell the Member for Ekiti North 
East (illlr Akomolofe) because he is ignorant of 
the Bill. Until !\·[embers see the Bill they 
cannot justifiably say anything about it. The 
\<!ember for Ekiti :\'orth East is not speaking 
on school method, and he should understand 
that. 

to learn. Fi n:mce, I take se rious objection to his attempt 
So, Sir, what we arc saying is that to bu ttress a useless interjection b)· .'kscribing 

I P j\ !embers' :\lotions as useless. l hat t.; an Government is part of t 1c arliament, a h 
1 J'nsult to hon. ~!embers , and let me ope ; ~at Go,·ernment depends on the support of b · h 

P I. If h th is "ill be the last time anv :\ !em er ot t e ar Iament. we a\·e a programme . . 1 • •. ·1 • \[, 1 • 
ld lik · b · 1 · · · d C 1bmet 'nll attempt to c cs~n 1e . em Jers 

wou e 1t to e constructive y cntlcise . · . I _ E . ·I 1 . · 1 , ·t ·d b,· 
is not the intention of the Government to ru• !\ louons as use es,. 'er~ 10' ' IS e cc e . 
Parliament, but when Bills are presented a his people. 

:\!em bers ha,·e points to c~ntribut:·. natural!~ l\lr Speaker : Order ! T he :\ [i nister o~· 
the conduct of the House ts m the able hant F inance has not specifica ll y sai d th ;H :\!embers 
of the Speaker. So, :\Iembers should n~ :\l otions are useless . \\ 'hat the ~ liniste r said 
pre-Judge the progr~mme that we ha-·e unt:was that the :'IIee tim: of the I louse should not be 
I ha,·e made rr:y Bus mess Statement, and un C011 \'ened because of ::\!embers' :\lotions, mo't 
they begm to tak.e the ll1ll H 1s unnec~ssary I of ,chich are useless . 
lengthen the S1ttmg of the House. \aturall; 
we all know the. magnanimity of the P;irr' l\lr s. A. Babatunde ( !Io rin Centra l) : 
:\[mister tlut he wdl a~ ree. th:tt such a kn~tn er. b ·ervbl)dy kno"·s in this honourab le House 
mg of time be made 1f It IS necessary. th:tt i h;l\·e alwa,·s supported the Leader of the 

Mr W. 0. Briggs (Degema) : I , .~o uld like j i-I?use. and he .·is more than a friend to me. 
ask the 'Government to take us in to co ntiden~Ve are not say1n g that th1s :\Ionon should be 
That is the point I am making. Why are 'tabled ri~ht no"·· butto come here ;t~dgo b;t<:k 
shortening this Session to four days instead ~home Without our Important :\lotion bei.ng 
R or 10 days as the case may be ? That !Jtouched. seems as If th~ Go,·ernment IS afra1~, 
what we are saying. Let them take us ind: and all It has been telling the whole. natiOn IS 
cons ideration. \Vhich are the other interesl fal se. .-\ny man 111 the street "Ill dJs0\1 n the 
which the Go,·e rnment is catering for in ordr stateme nt o,·er which we are quarelhng. We 
to shorten this Session ? ~ sh~ll not endure that ou r brothers m South 

Arn ca should suffer unnecessanh'. It IS an 
Chief Ayo Rosiji (Eg ba East ) : [ IinJ m\·se. im p0rta nt :\[otinn. The \\·hole. nation IS 

111 complete di saf;reement \lith the hor. r ~:~,J<.· t'l he,,r il. If 3Iwbn, I,. j, <t cnn\! tn put 
Minister of Finance. I think that the meetin, up his case let us ~o ,; n " ·lth it and let the 
of this Parliament which is supposed to las. pu bl ic judge the case. 
only for four days and for which hon. :\[ember. . . "' . 
are brought into Lagos is a complete was In my op1111on we .should not lea,·e th1s 
of money. I know that there is an importanH louse Without debaun!f th1s :\lotwn and 
business to be done such as the Bill for thereby encroach on the treedom o f speech of 
Mid-West Constitution, but if there is going Members of this H~use by makmg arrange
be a Moslem Festival on the 14th, why does n ments so that. there will be no Pnvate Members 
the House meet earlier than now so that " Day. That IS a cheat. 
could have at least two weeks to debate such · 
important matter ? 

In particular, Supplementary Appropriatio 
Bills are important matters which are entrust 
to Members of this House. It is not open 
the hon. :\Iiniste r of Finance to tell us wheth 
a Bill is important or not. It is for us to te 
whether it is important. He has put in the Bi 
what he wants, and we may not want it. 
does not know what is in our minds. 
God's sake let them give us a chance to expr 
ou r opinion on this matter. The Gm·ernmen 
should not rush us out. 

Mr Speaker : I think we have spent quite a 
long time on this rather uncontroversial 
i\·lotion. 

Questirm put mul agreed to. 

l?esohed: That, tomorrow, notwithstanding 
the provisions of Standing Order 6+, the debate 
on the Second Reading of the Supplementary 
Appropriation ( 1962-li:i) Bill shall be resumed 
and concluded and the period for the Second 
R~adin~ ot the Bill shall be deemed to ha,·e 
been thus complied " ·ith, ancl wh~n read the 

Second time the Committee Stage of the Rill 
shall be taken and shall be concluded and the 
Bill read the Third ti me. 

BUSINESS STATEMENT 

The Minister of Finance (Chie f the hon. 
· F. S. Okotie-Eboh) : So me of the poin~s in the 
Il us incss Statement ha,·e been overtaken by 
eve nt,;. The Bills that have been laid on the 
Table will be debated as indicated by the 
Prime :Vlinistcr and other :\linisters responsible 
for the llills. 

.-\s the Prime :\Ii nister has al ready indicated, 
the Second Readin_g and other stages o f the 
Constitution ot :\lid-Western :-.iigeria Bill and 
the Lagos T own Planning (Compensation) 
Bi ll " ·i(i be taken to-day. T omorrow, t he 
Second Readi ng of the Supplementary Appro
priat ion ( l%3 -6+) Bill will be moved and the 
Second Reading and the remaining stages of 
t!1e fo llowing llills will be taken: Supp lementary 
.-\pp ro pri a t i~ n ( 1962-63) Bill, the Interpre
tation Bill, the Consti tution (InterpretatiOn) 
Bill, the Justice3 of the Supreme Court Bill. 
the 2\iational Honours Bill , and the Electora l 
Bill. 

Fom Reso lutions will he mo,·ed to confirm 
the Customs T ariff (Duties and Exemptions) 
Orders, 1963. 

O n Fr;da•: the debate on the Seco nrl. Readi~ (\' 
of. the Sec~ nd Suppl ementary :\ ppropriation 
( l'Jo.3 -6+) Bill will take pl.IC~ . 

The Second Reading ar.d the rcmainin~ 
sta\!es of the followiug Bills will also be taken: 
the- Pensions Bill, the Explosives Bill, and the 
.-\ir Force Bill. 

It is proposed that the :\leeting should be 
concluded on Friday in order to allow hon. 
Members to travel back to their constituencies 
in good time for the Ramadan fast and for 
other constituencies engagements. 

If I may add this : hon. Members who have 
been fighting for prolongation of the period ~f 
time we have to soend here must watch their 
steps. Naturally, ' hon. Members like ~he 
:\!ember opposite, who have no hope of commg 
back to this House may well come and stay 
here. Other Members who wish to come 
back here will certainly want to go back to 
their constituencies in order to work for the 
next general election. 
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ORDERS OF TilE DAY 

- C01'5T!TI;TI 01' OF :\liD-WESTER:-/ N tGERI.-1: 

BILL 

Order fur Second Readi11g read. 

The Prime Minister : l rise to move-

That a Bill for an Act tP. make provision tor 
the Constitution of :'I lid- Western N igeria 
and for purposes connected therewith be 
read a Second time. 

This is a fairly long Bill. It contains the 
Constitutional I nstrument of the r.ew Region 
of Mid-Western ::\igeria. I think it will be 
rathe r a waste of time of the House if I make 
a long speech in introducing the Bill. The 
Bill has followed the pattern of the Constitu
tional Instrument obtaini ng in the other three 
Regions with this exception-in the Northern 
Region House of Assembly, representation is 
based on one :\[ember per 100,000 people. In 
the Eastern Region, and in the West, l think 
the representation is based on one ;\[ember 
per 50,000 people. In this Const itution 
whi~:h is before hon . :\[embers, the representa
tion on the average in the :'llid-\\"este rn ::\igeria, 
is one :\[ember per 30,000 people. 

It is proposed that we ha,·e a House of 
.-\ssembly of 68 elected :\[embers in the draft 
Bill before you, but l hope to bring in an 
.-\mendment later on durin" the Committee 
Stage of the Bi ll. \\'e also proposed to ha,·e 
a House of Chiefs. 

:\[embers will also see that in this Instru
ment is contained a provision for special areas 
in order to g ive the minorities a special position 
in the new Region. Hence, I say that this 
Bill is a result of exhaustive discussions among 
all the parties concerned in the new Region, 
and I hope that this House which has estab
lished it as its practice always to endorse the 
wishes of the people directly concerned, will 
endorse the wishes of the people of the Mid
West Region. 

The House will be aware that the Mid-West 
Interim Administration will come to an end 
about the 8th of February, so we are racing 
against time and if we are to get the new Region 
started and if we wish to have an elected 
Government in the Region, we must do every
thing possible to see that a new House is 
elected before the 8th of February; and it is 

my intention that there shou ld be an electior 
in the new Region very soon. So, l commen 

- the.Bilr ro-tf1e House: · · · · 

Th~re is no reaso n whv we could n•'t ha,·e 
" and in o- Committees on various a_<pens of 
the j~b: of d:e . p,rJiame~t. If there i : crc a 
Stand ing Committee on Fmance, peop l~ " ·ould 

I beg to mo,·c. -;;· ha,·~ ve:y much to quarrel _about in the 

The Minister of Finance (Chief the hon1 short time \\tthm whtch we u e gomg to d t scu:;~ 
F. S. Okotie-Eboh) : I beg to second. · t11is matter. 

Mr A. Akomolafe (Ekiti ::\orth East) I wil!_ give an_ instance on this Bdl. Our 
Constitutional Bills, no matter how stra igh han. Pnme i\ltmst.:r, wtth d'le deference to 
forward , and no matter ho w very exhaustive!), him, sa td that he was g01ng to sugges t an 
they may have been debated befo re bein ,\mendmc~t to the num_ber ot seats m . the 
promulgated, are Bills of the highest importancg House of :-\.~se~hly m the Mtd- \\ est. 
which determine the future of any nation : Whether he ts gomg to mcrease or de~rease 
as a result of that, they should not, in practice:J th~ number, I do n>1t know. But ~ m sh to 
be discussed within a matter of hours andl sa~ tha~ by the tt:ne we h~ve the electiOn 111 th= 
passed. The people who d rafted the Bill \ :Vltd-.\\ e~t. "e "til be havmg fi: e ~overnment> 
have had sufficient time to study it. They m thts country. It IS not urtlikety that m te_n 
may also have had time to consult with th~ year3 , we shall have ten Governments.. \\ e 
people concerned , but Const itutional Bill is" know how many Governments tht re a:e m the 
a matter for the whole country and, therefore., Cnited States of Amenca ;, but tf m eYery 
the Federal Parliament should have suffic ient Regton, \\·e have s~ch a tar:5e num~e.r of 
time to debate it in deta il and in extenso when; :\!embers who are patd at the n~tc 3t whtcn we 
it is brought before it . i are being paid now, where are we going to ge t 1 the money to develop the countrv ? 

That reminds me of the almost criminal war 
in which the Federal Constitution Bill, which' 
ushered us into republicanism, was discussed.~ 
That heavy Bill which we thought we would 
be allowed to study for a period of two orf 
three weeks, and which in the normal circum-' 
sr~nce in which Constitutional Bills arc dis· 
cussed in other countries of the world, could 
have go ne to all parts of the country and' 
diffe ren t shades of opinions could have been' 
given on paper by writing to :\[embers of. 
Parliamen t, and which ,·iews coulJ have been' 
brought togethe r in the House and discussed! 
for days on end. 

Alternatively, if we are very keen, as the 
Leader of the House is, to shorten the time 
we spend here, it is possible, as we have said 
from time to time, that this House should 
have permanent Standing Committees as is 
done in other places. 

If we had a Standing Committee, for 
instance, for constitutional matters, it would 
have been their duty to have discussed this 
Bill. Perhaps they might have been called into 
committees for some two or three months 
before now and their report could have accom
panied this Bill which is presented to us this 
morning. Our job could thus, have been 
simpli fied. 

I think that the onlv Go,·ernment which 
has a right to be large 'in this country is the 
Federal Parliament. Besides, eYtry r. ther 
Region or Region·to-be in thi5 country has a 
right to reduce its membership , so that the 
Feden l Par! iament mav be satistied that the 
money which is being ·given to each Region, 
is being spent for the developm~nt of th ~ 
conntry and not being spent on personal 
emo'ruments of Ministers ~nd Parl iament:lrv 
Secretaries-especially where you have tifty 
or sixtv Ministers and Parliamentarv Secre
taries in a House which has unde'r ninetv 
members, as is the case in onP. place in thi's 
country for instancl'. 

That is one of the things which I would like 
our respected Prime Minister to put into 
con•ideration. There is need for this country 
to reduce the numbf'r of seats in our Regtonal 
Legislatures and Regional Legislatures-to-he, 
so that most of the money which is bein~ 
provided by the people should be spent for 
the development of the country and not for 
paying pers<Jnal emoluments to Members of 
Legislatures. 

The other point is that I quite realise that 
there is need for a pt!rmanent government to 
come to the people of !:Vlid-West, but if it is 

discovered that for one rea,;on or another, th~ 
sta~e is not properly set, a dday of a few weeks , 
will bf' f:lr hetter than to rush !hings up only 
t0 discover in the end that certain mistake,; 
ha,·e been made. \ Ve have learnt enough in 
this country and should therefo re a\··.>iJ th ings 
that will bring us any difficu lty. 

Therefore. I strongly suggeH that thi ,; 
Conotitution needs to he ve rv carefullv debated 
and [ would wish the Prim.c :'llinister tn giYe 
us tho:: assurance that even whe n it comes to 
the Committee Stage, we wil l be given suffi
~:ient time to be able to pin-point ce ru in 
aspects of the Constitution which l t h: n ~· are 
amended. 

Mr .A. Opia (.-\boh) : In supporti ng the 
Con:<titution of Micl-\Ve·Hcrn :.ligeria Bill , [ 
would like to draw the atte ntion of this Ho:.:se 
to the Amendment proposed under Cbuse 6-
Composition of the House of .-\ssembly. 

Mr Speaker : I do not think you can speak 
on the Amendment that has not already been 
~roposed. - · 

Mr Opia : In supporting this Bill , I would 
like to draw the attention of :'llr Speaker to the 
Delimitation Committee report which has 
actually provided for 65 constituencie.> instead 
of the original68. 

\\"eli , looking at .-\boh Lii ,·iston particubrly. 
where I come from. l feel that injustice has 
been actually done in the way seats ha,·e been 
allocated to this division. This division has a 
population of 126,000 and + seats ha,·e been 
clearly allocated to this constituency, instead of 
the original 6 seats. Looking at constituencies 
like Akoko Edo, Isoko and Western Ijaw 
divisions, one would see that Isoko Division, 
for instance, has a population of 60,000. 

An hon. Member : It is a special area. 

Mr Opia : It is a special area, but I feel that 
justice has not been done. There must be a 
principle based on population on which the 
distribution of seats should be made. 

Mr J. K. de-Omomadia (U rhobo East} : 
On a point of information, Isoko division is not 
60,000 but 70,000. 

Mr Speaker : M ay I point out to the hon. 
Member that this is probably a detail which we 
could discuss at Committee Stage or when we 
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__ ____ _ __ _ _ ______ __ come to discuss the S~edul e and of course, it 
may probably be a matt"~r that could have been 
brought before t he Delimi tation Committee. ... We had better put it off until 1\'e come to the 
Committee Stage where yo u could discuss it 
more fully. 

Mr Opia : Thank you very much :\[r 
Speaker. I would lean: the detai ls o f this Tlill 
till we come to the Committee S tage. 

\Vhen the Prime ;\[inis tcr was making his 
speech, he made reference to the Amendment 
of the original 68 seats to 65 and I feel that this 
is a point which is n: ry very ,-ita!, having in 
mind that there are two particu lar divisions 
that have been clearly affected by the p.•oposal 
which the P rime :\!in iste r has just put to this 
H ouse. Therefore, I would like to say that the 
dec rease from 68 to 65 constituencies should be 
worked in such a proport ion that no particular 
cons tituency should be cheated. I have in 
mind .'\saba and Aboh divisions in this matter. 
It is unfair; even though this is 'lot the time to 
go into the details of the Bill , I feel strong ly that 
the imbalance is strong and glaring. I am, 
therefore, appealing to the Prime M inister for 
the sake of justice at least, to see that the 68 
seats o r 68 constituencies are left to stand. I 
feel that if it is no t done, it will be mos t unfair 
to the people of .-\saba and :-\. boh divis ions. 

Mr M. C. K. Obi (:-\.fenmai Eas t) : I would 
like to refer to the aspirations of the people of 
).[( ... i- \\"c:;t fo r a S( ai:~ .inJ to ;,a\" that \\ ~ .trt.: 
happy that the state has been c re~ted . I n this 
connection, we should like to congratulate the 
Prime Minister, the leaders of the N.C.N.C. in 
the Mid-West, the leaders of the N .P .C. and 
the leaders of the then A. G . and now M.D.F., 
for the role they have played to bring into 
reality the creation of the Mid-West state. 

Mr W. 0. Briggs (Degema) : On a point of 
order, it \~ ill appear as if it is only the Member 
for Afenmai East (Mr Ohi) and his friends who 
are members of the Mid-West Democratic 
Front. The Action Group is still there in the 
Mid-West. 

Mr Obi : 1 do not want to go into dispute 
with anyhody until the elections. The elec
tions will prove us right . I would like to thank 
the Prime Minister partio:-ularly for the role he 
has played . We would like to say also that we 
art> happy too, that an all-party government was 
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set up in the Interim Administration of •he Mr Speaker : This is a point pertain ing to 
l\!id-\\'es t and of comse . there was the impre3• one clause an~ shou ld h3·"" been left un td 11·e 
s ion that the .-\ dmini<tration was g'> ing to be came to the_ Comn11 ttce Sta;:;e when we 11·ould 
domina t~cl by the :\.C.:\.C., but l:ner it was be 111 a poSJtll>n to diSCI Isg the Rdl clati<C by 
quick ly detected that that party canno t mle clause. 
progress i1·cly and pc••ct: fully . We arc happy Mr Obi : I would also like to nuke refe rence 
fo r the role the :\!.D.F. is playing. 0 the pro1·ision for S pecial .--\.reas. I bel ieve 

Th e Minister of Finance : O n a oo int 0 t hat. what is con sid c r~d in making _ an area 
order, 1 am b a~ ing m1· point of o ~dcr 0 0 spcc1_al IS nothmg but language. I t 1s ~ot t_o 
irrele,·ancv and imoutai inn nf bad m•H ives. be disputed that the whole ofthe :\ hd-\\ es t IS 
I am sure- that it is ~o t worthv of a man nf :\-lr. composed of van o us . ethn1c groups With 
Obi's type to t ry to molign. a gr~at political tditferent bngu~ges. If language is the. only 
partv like the :\.C.:\.C. and make improper cons1~eratton, tt means that every ethmc or 
mnti ves that somcbodv rea iised that the

1
hngut>t iC group should be made a spec1al area. 

:\. C. :\ .C. c3nnot rule propc.: rly. T he Prim~ I am not qua rrelling with the allocation of 
:\-!in is ter is there for e1·ervbody and what he has seats , but with the provis ion that only certai n 
clone is acceptable to e1·e ryhndy in the \l id- people be longing to particular areas are 
\\.es t. That is the fact of i: . qual ified to contest election in those particular 

Mr Speaker : \\'i ll hon. Member-; p lea:<e areas. For example, in \\'arri Division, on ly 
- t '·. ltshekiris are allowed to contes t e lec tions. This a1·n:J turning the Floo r o f this House m o a 

l is unfair because there are l -rhobos, IJ'aws , and poli tical quarre l fidd . 
. l other eth nic groups in that area. This is very 

Mr Speaker : \ :>II hon. \[embers please discrimm atory. T ake again the q uestion of 
a\Oid tur rJ ng the l· loor of the House uno a Akoko Edo in Afenmai D1\ 1sion. There 
po litical qu.melling forum. provision is made only for the Yoruba-speakmg 

Mr Obi : The 81ll-the Constitution oi, people. The people in that D11 ision arc: not 
Mid- Western :\1geria Bdl-makes prO\·ision all Yoruba-speaking ; we ha1 e people from 
for a House of Chiefs and a House of .--\.ssemblv. Ineme and other areas . This me:ms that the 
There 1s also a provis1on for 68 or 65 d ected provision 11 h1 ch even q ual dies a no n-;\igerian 
members for the House of .--\. ssemblv. I "ould to contest .111 electiO n IS being 01 erlooked in 
like to say that in the \\'estern :\iger-la Const1tu· this type of pro,·is ion-restncnng q ualificatiOn 
~i' l !: .:~::. ~ ::: -:::: C "' :· :' ~::::: : ·, n 1f -:::: ·, : 1 : : ~ t n ' r·~ ~ -: ~;! ·: t ';~:~ .; :- ·~ ~:~.; ::-: :1r. J.rea . It is 
Regions of the Federation, as far as [ can : mo~t un fair because if a person had been 
remember. there is t!s ll a!h· a member of the ' res1d1ng 111 an area fo r. sa,·. two •:ears. aild if 
House of Chiefs from e1·~ry Regional consti .. e1·en he 11·as no t born there, he shou ld qualify 
tuency. Granting that 11·e ha,·e 6S or 6S ~'to contest an election there. T his provision 
members of the House of Chiefs, it means that shoul~ not be allowed to remain. 
there . is n? provision for all the . Regional I was go ing to refer too to the fact that 
const1tuenc1es to be able to elect a d11ef of the1t population is not taken into account in the 
owr: choice. I feel this position should be distribution of some of these seats. Take, 
rectified. or example, Benin Division with a population 

There is also a specific mention of names of of 292,244. Warri Division which has a 
certain chiefs in the i.VIid-West to be ex-officio opulation of only 64,444 will have the privi
members of the House of Chiefs. In the lege of being given four St!ats. Take the 
other Regions no such specific names are _enrnai Division , for example. Afenmai 
mentioned. I agree that the Oba of Benin t_vision is the bigges t in the whole of the 
and the Olu of Warri are first-class chiefs, but hd-West, with a population of 39,000 people 
provision should be made probably for a 0 vote. There is none other Division as big 
number of chiefs. say, ten chiefs in the Mid· that. I was wondering when people were 
West to be e:c-officio members of the House of king some reference to Aboh and Asaba 
Chiefs, and we have no doubt that these two Ion:. My point is that if language is the only 
chiefs would be included. It is something consideration, every ethnic group in the Mid
very ambiguous to mention two chiefs and say V~t is a special area and, therefore, should be 
that the number of such chiefs shall not exceed t ntnled to equal treatment. 

O n the position o f Parliament, we shouted at 
the top of our ,-oices when we were considering 
the Republican Constitution for the whole 
country, that the pro1·ision to make it impossible 
for a Parliament to remain in office s imolv 
because there is · a vo te of no confidence in ~e 
Government, is most unsatisfactory. T he 
leader of a ny party that has a majority in the 
House shoulll be ca lled upon to form a ne w 
Government. The provis ion he re: is the same 
as in the Repu blican Constitut ion : once the 
House loses confidence in the Prem ier, that 
means a dissolution of Parli ament . 

We feel that that provision is not quite nice. 
I feel also that 68 or 65 seats are too many for a 
Region li ke the :\!id-\\'est because we are just 
starting. W e should learn a lesso n from the 
other Regions. There is also provision for 
Provincial Assemb lies and then we are go ing o 
have 68 or 65 members ! 

What confronts the people of the \l id-West 
more is how best to find means to maintain 
social services which are the things the masses 
should benefit from the Government, rather 
than making provis ion for one hundred and one 
offices simply because certain individuals are tu 
be_ pleased. I think that should n~t occupy our 
mmds more than findmg means of ru nning the 
Region . The number o f seats is too much for a 
Region of the size of the \lid- West. 

I alsn L-e i that it is unnecessary ro assemble ~ 
House of this nature to appro,·e a Co nstitution. 
I do no t know if it is the wish of cert;1in 
politicians to deliberJtely depart from a written • 
Constitution because they happen to be in a 
position either to rule or not to rule. I would 
like to make a specific reference to what is now 
happening in the Mid-West. The Prime 
Minister was kind enough to appoint an All
Party Government in the l\ Iid-West. I can 
remember that when we met in August there 
was a Bill which made provision for the estab
lishment of an interim administration in the 
Mid-West. That Bill does not give any specific 
powers to any Commissioner in that adminis
tration to act independently of the decision of 
the administrative council. There are, how
ever, certain Commissioners there now who 
have taken it into their heads to appoint tax 
assessment committee members, and even 
when the Executive Council decided against 
such a move, they refused to yield. I would 
like to refer specifically to the Commissioner in 

ten. 
(31) 
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r;:omtitution of 8 }.-\:\C.-\RY 1 %~ .\ fid -Westem.Vigeria Bill] Jlli~ 

(:'llR O ut) ------------ Obas .. Obi;, hies , Enigie£. and 50. or,, in some of the Ija"'' people who are bo rn and- ~ rc~ Mr Sp eak er: Order, - orJer! It IS, 

d \v. indigenous and traditional go,ernment insti tllere and tlley arc part and parcel of \\ a rn think , the courteous tradit io n of th is House charge of Local Government in the i\li - est. · 1 h - t \ 
d tinns 0 f the :\lid Wes t a rea. But the impr D-

1
, _.15.100_ H o\\' on earth can we sav. that such tlut ttt :tt< en spccc c5 ar~ not 1nte rrru p Cl · People are be ing appointed from the b~ck- oor 

to assess non-supporters of the :-.: .C.:-i .C. '' io n mtiSt not b.: g- .n that people who people should be re leg~t_ed to t_he b ack!? ro und_ An hon. l\lember: h o m what ethn ic 
arbitrarily to pay a tax of £2+, £ +0. politiciam in the l\lid- \\'~,0- tbarc": Bare . peo when it comes to exerc1smg thetr ctvu.: nght o t group ? 

who are likl" lv to treat the a of entn w t·•ndinrr for elections in their 0\1'0 area where 
1 wo ulc\ like the Prime i\[inis t~r to ta\,:t: 1 d ' · · d 1 11' t' s" " J Mr Ukueku : 1 am from Urhobo. ess tg ntty , an sn t 1c spe •ng out o t they are born ? I can leave \\'a rri an go to 

special note of this and to inrerven'e wrv Oba of Benin and the Olu of \l'an·i in mY home to settle, but these peo~le _ ha, ·e no 
quickly befo re thin!(> ~et PUt or hand , beca_use Constitution appears to me to b~ uncall.:d second hor.le . Their 0\\·n home IS Ill \\ a:n 
people who cl.o not suppo rt the ?\. C.\ .C. because , in th~ir own rights, it is quite obvi Division. Therefore, if we _c reate a s p~c1 a l 
ar-: to be victimised if th~ y fail to pay an:: that they will become mem bt!rs o f the H o use area it will be better also to tncluJe- I tn1 nk 
illegally-assessed ta~ . l f intervention is not Chiefs. If thP. qualification for doing_~·~. 1 "-e should mention them since 1\-e m entio ned 
s~en to very quickly, 1 think the people who due to ~he fact that these two_ Obas are ciiVISIO Itshekiri- the [jaws anJ the l' rhobos in \\'arn 
ar~ respo ns ib le for rh:s rype of actio n ~re heads tn the1r own areas,. 1t may lead to o Division. But if " ·e say the people who arc 
inviting a breakdown o t law and order i_n th i! h I I d t th Lhat all the ~ · -1 d · \\ ' 1 1 fi t mg. . t may ea _ o . rs . o permanently dom 1c1 e tn ar n . t l C L c mtlo n 
Mid-West. We do not want such a thtng to Obts , 1v1cs and Emgtes m tlte :\ltd-West 11 includes the L:rhobos anJ the '[JUWS \1 ho .uc 
happen, and so l would l;ke the Prime i\Iinister begin to reque~t. ~he G overnment to cr permanently resident and domic iled there a ll 
to take a special note of t h!s. therr ar~as as diVIStO~s , b~cause 1f you go their lives traditionally. Well, _I have no qu.trrcl 

Finaily, 1 hope by the time the Commit tee the s t,ndard of qualtficat to n, the re are cl "ith that at all. But I feel tt IS necess.1ry to 
Stage is reached, we shall r .1nside r the Il ill 10 some of the d tvi>~on~ ~v~ose populat iOn protect the inte rest of these people. Th.:y 
cla~ 'e hv clause and make ~ ure that Clauses +. g reater than the Warn DtvtSIOn fo r that matt~ should not be completely ruled out from what 
i and i+ of the Bill a r<" amended . l h"'·e Ir means that as ttme 1;ocs on we wt11 harthey are entitled to have in an area whe re they 
already t?;iven notice to m01·e amendm~nts in unltmt:ed number of dt vtstons tn the :'vlt_l are born and bred. • 
Committee. West area It i~ put there that those w~ 

qunlify to be e.~ officio members will be accept, The seconJ th ing is th1s. 1 kno" · the re a re 
h v th~ Go,·ernm~nt o r the p rescnbecl autho~ other points that one would have to arg ue 
ties. I would have expected tha: the whO! against the p resent Constitution. But _all 
thing would have been l~ft alone and thrA Cc~st i tutions are su bject to re\'!C \\-, JUSt ltke 
who we all know are q ual ified would be , the Ric harJ ':; Constitution " ·r:; .::l " ·r.: >cttd was 
recognised bv the gov(" rnment in po"·er going to be operated fo r n_ ine _,·ears . bu t haJ 
the area. to ao to the p~ople o r the pou t:cuns tor rc n :; to n 

I beg to support. 

ChiefS. J. Madere (Crlw b•> Central) : 1 
ri :;e to speak in support of the Second Reading 
of the Bill. 1t is a maile r fo r joy that in the 
pla..:e of the :'1-Iirl- \\'e,t Transitional Pro,·ision 
.-\ct we now ha,·e befo re us a Co nstit•ttio n 
which is to be operated by an elected Gon~rn
n~e nt. In the heat of our anxiety to ge t the 
ne"- Region go ing with an elected Gou rnment, 
nn true iV[id- \Vesterner wourd like to see that 
the pasmg~ of thi s Cnn,titution i ~ delay~d for 
one minute. 

But wh:tt is \VOrth doing at all is worth do ing 
well, and so I have some o b:;ervations to make-. 
My observations concern the peculiarities of 
the Mid-Western Nigeria Constitution when 
compared mth the Constitution of the other 
Regions. It may well be that the 1\·[id-vV~st 
area is a pecul!ar area and must have a pccultar 
Constitution. I obseiTe that the Constitution 
now before this House spclt out the Oba of 
Berin and the Olu of Warri as e\' ?jjicio members 
of the House of Chiefs. In other Re~ions, 
traditional members of the House of Chiefs 
are done by regulation. In fact, no one 
quarrels with anything which tends to dignify 
the position of the Oba of Ben;n, not merely 
because of the role he plaved in the ba!,le for 
th~ creation of tht' 1\-Iid-West State but because 
he holds a unique position in relation to other 

aft~ r onh· th ree , -ears. So I k:-:ow th is "·oul J 
The next point is the question of spec not be c~t and d;ied, and it woulJ be im p roper 

areas . . This question aprw:~rs to me to be ova for one to prolong the debate because of the 
done m the sense that when we say that -i Haws in the Cons titution. I do hope that tins 
protect the minorities, it does not mean thl is the last ~tage anJ we want to se~ the Region 
we have to protect them and make them . going, but I would not cons1der 1t to be the 
have excess . There could be excess wtth ~ last straw that breaks the camei's back. That 
mi no ri ties asking fo r too many thing>, "·ith is the reason ''"hy I feel that to r the happiness 
res~lt_ that they have more advantages over ~ and the prosperity of the people of the who~e 
maJonty. area, which is the sole purpose why the St":t7 ts 

• . r • . . created it would be wrong to create a cond1tton 
Now, tn v\arn the ethmc group to wh1 ·h ' 1 -· 11 begt'n to feel ·"Why is 

h 
. 1 . d . 1 1. . d \\· ere some peop e wt -

t e spect~ _area ts concerne ts on y 1m1te it that we ha,-e this State? \\'e should not haYe 
the Itsekin ethmc grou!l . That would m had it at all'' . We do not want such a condition 
~ha~ there are. other tnba_l g~o_ups who to be created. As I said, the constitution 
mdtgenous nattves of Warn Dms10n b~t w should not be the last straw that breaks the 
wo~ld not be able ~o st~nd for _el~cttons camel's back. It should be one that will usher 
the1r own area. I lived m Warn smce 19 in an era of propsperity, justice and fairplay 
an~ I have a house there, yet,_~ _wou ld . to the people of the Mid-West. 
cla1m that I belong to Warn Dmston. I 
from Central Urhobo in Urhobo Division 
I belong to what I call the floating commu 
in Warri. But there are other people who ha 
been born and bred in Warri who are natives 
Warri. Take some of the L'rhobo people 

I beg to support. 

Mr J. E. Ukueku (Urhobo West) : I 
grateful to have this opportunity to make 
maiden speech- (Interruptions). 

am 
my 

.-\s 1 was s.tying-, 1 am grateful for thi,; 
oppnrtuttit,· to make my maiden speech . ! 1 
h c1s br.:c tt intcrr.:>ting inJeed that I wo n the 
elec tion fo r the first ti me in the sou thern 
state ot :\igc ria H the first :\.P.C. canJida tc . 

l'vlr W. 0 . Briggs (Degema): On a P" int of 
order. :\ .P. C. , I unde ~sran d, is .\'IJ rtlrcnz 
Peop le 's Co ngress ! 

l\Ir Cku eku : I am a,1·arc that some hon . 
:'lkmhc r:; h,l,·e fo rmed the imprcss ie>n th ~t 
t his d cctin n hos been a perso nal victo ry fo r me 
and no t for the ?\ .P.C. I must say th.tt it 
h;~s bee n a personal Yictory fo r me as " ·e ll as 
fo r the :-i .I'.C. 

-[ am go ing to speak a bit on sections + and 5 
of this C.mstitution. 1 om happy that most 
hon. :'lkmbc r< who ha,·e spoken ha,·e talked 
abou t the indu>ion of the O lu of \\'o rri and 
the Oba of Ilcotin as PX ryff.cio members in the 
Constitution. It is most awfu l. I th ink it is 
June to pl eas~ one pcrso ~1. ff \\"(..! ~ rc f_;' ll in~ to 
li n~ in this O.:·l'.: : 1 ~r ': :!nJ 1.': ~ :! fL' to p! t.:.: . .:~ ~:-c 
pt:r$o n:.!li ~y or· one. pcrso:l, it is ::roin~ tn ?c .l 
~~rt..:Jt cdan 1i t':. These two Ob~:s wr.::·c r; r :;t 

~lass Chiefs i11 the former Hot1se of .-\sscmbiy in 
W.:s tcrn :\i~eri a . Th~ir titl es and desi!,;na
tions ha,·e been inserted in the Co nst itution 
of :\lid-Weste rn :-.:igeria; thi s is Yer)·, ' ::-rv 
\\TO O"' indeed. \\'hen we come to the Com
mit te~ Staa;•.: •J f th is flill , I wou lJ li ke to :;pr.::1k 
more about this. 

Clauses 7 and I+ of the Constitution are 
very impo rtant and ,-ery dear tn my heart. 
In · \Varr i Di,·ision, there are three ethnic 
grou ps : these are the Itshekiris , U rhob?s and 
the I jaws. I happened . t? ha,·e marne~ an 
I jaw girl from that dins1on-(/ ntermptzons). 
We have entrenched fundamental human 
rights in our Constitution and we are trying 
to denv those fundamental human rights so 
well entrenched in the Constitution. This law 
that we are trving to pass has no comparison 
anvwhere in the Federatior., nor in the world 
fo; that matter. It is equivalent to the laws of 
South Africa where the whiteman can ha,·e 
nothino to do with the black lady, and the 
re,·ers: is im possible- punishable hv rleath . 

(32) (33) 
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That is the only compari so n that I have fo r 
this law. If an ltsheki ri man is so po\\·er ful 
and " ·ield a lot of inf!ltcnce and he s tavs in 
Sapele , he can contest an electio n thcr~. · But 
an C rhobo man cannot " ·in an elect ion in 
\ Varr i. \\" ha t a law is that ? S uch a law is · 
to please one single indi ,·idu:d " ' t h~ :\igcri:!tt 
po lit ics. 

~-•tc the G0,·~rnmcnt becaus"c it is their dt:si•e ;.. 
not l•1 subject the pcopl<" of the Mid- \Ves t to a : 
govc rnrn~ nt not ~kcted by them. I 

Mr W. 0. Briggs (Deg~ma ) : 
namt!? 

l f ~ cl •hat this is the beginning 0f the 
crea tion of more States in the country , and sn 
at the time th~t we 3re passing this Rill, the ! 
other minority areas will be s~ ti s fied tha t some : 
day mort> Regions will be cre~ted in their own 
area·:. J hope the Prime :\·Iiniste r •.v iii see to : 

\\"ha t is his th is . \\"c are tired in th is country of hearing 1~ pcop lt: saymg that more States wi ll no~ be 
Mr Ukueku : You kno\\· h:m ,.,.ry we ll. [ f crc:ncd at one ti:nt: or the olher. v\'e expect l 

Wt: a re going tl' have a Cons titu tion in thi; and we are sure that more States \\ill soon ! 
country t h~ t is w please one tit div i,lu:d, tha . be created. 
is not a Corstitution ·1t all. T he Prime Minister this morning said that j 

Jlrir Briggs : I ~ it Chid Okotic- Ehoh ; one member wou:d represent 30,000 people l 
in the :\ fid- \\"c; t, and tt is the smalles t of all 
tl : ~ fig ure . he g:H·e. If one member can : 
represent tOO,I"lOfl in the )ionh and one member · 
repre~<"ncs 50,000 in both the East and the . 
Wes t, I do not sec whv one \!ember should 
not represent 50,000 people in the :\Tid -\Ve;:t, 
.:, ,~,,_.:-,, . r~ducinr; the number of memhcrs 
fro m 6~ to , say 30. Before the :\lid-Wtst 
" ·:1.s created . each member mu<t have repre-

1 

se.n tcd som~ 50,000 or more peJpl~ in the 
\ \ es tern Hou3e of ,\ ssembly, because there 
"·~rc only 30 members in that House from the ' 
'did- \Ve;;t . The number has increased from 
311 til 68 . . I agree wi~h the people who say 
:"'"' ' , _,, ,, a \l":lSt~ ot publtc re,·en ue . T he 
publ ic rc,·e nlle of this country should not he 
u>cd on ly in paying the sala~ies of ;'v[.,mbers 

Mr Ukuelm : Itshekiris are not the onl v 
people in Warri . There arc manv l" rhobo~ 
in War ri Division and t h~ y ha,·e· land and 
properties therl' ; in fact rhe land upo n which 
the Hu~se~ Coll~ge ha~ be~n bu ilt was bought 
from an L rhobo man h· the Re wane f.tm;h· 
tht: land upon which . \..."omm, ,s tvt:<: r l": c!D ~ 
bui it hi~ own hou.;e \\":\$ bnu ght from the 
Bazumu f~mily _ and they are L" rb.obo people 
~1\ " tng lr that di\"•Ston . They ha,·c rropenies 
111 Warn and tht:n tills Constitut ion now denies 
'ht:m the right to contest an election. What a 
law ! During the Corr.mittec Stat;~ . f ,muld 
lt kr. to d iscuss this li::~ :' :: ·::· .. _. . 

Lastly. there are also [jJ \\"S in this o;, isiun 
and they co,·cr a lo t ot Mea-Gbaramatu, 
Sekerawu, Egbeoma and so forth. In fact . 
these people are more popu l.'trd than the 
I tshekiri pPorie in vV~ rri uivi; ion. T hen! 
are about 3,i.JOO Itsheki rt s in the Warri 
Division, and these minonty pevple wi ll now 
rule the others in the Div is ion. Wh y should 
we have a law like this? In Warri l.irbz.n 
Dis trict, thert: ~re 17,000 voters, and less than 
3.000 of these are Itshekiris, and these Ttshekiris 
have the right to contest elect ion and be voted 
for and the oth~r 14,000 people have no ri!;(ht 
to contest election and be voted for . This 
is fundamental!} wron~ ; it is w~or g to include 
this in the Constitution. I therdnre implore 
Mr Spc:lker that when we come to the Com
mittee Stage of this Bill, Cbuses 7 and I+ 
!hould be expunged from this Const i<ution . 

Thank you very much. 

Jlr[r D. M. Gbolagunte (Ib:trapa) : I wi ll 
~tart by congratulating the Governme:1t fnr 
b t inging up this Bill at thi:; time. l co r.gr:uu-

of the Houses of Assembly. : 

I expect too that immediately after election l 
has been held in the Mid-West, something ~ 
should be done in the Western Region- F 
mean t~e remaining part of the Western Region. 
The :\<l_td-West and the West were one Regione 
some SL'C months ago and they were subjected 
to a sort of administration which was not 
elected by them. Now that the Mid-West is 
having an opportunity of electing a new govern
m~nt, I t~i~k, at this point, I can appeal to the 
Pnme l\lltmster to remember the rest of the 
West. The Mid-West is facing an election 
very soon and, therefore, the rest of the vV este rn 
Region should also face an election because the 
people of the Western Region are tired of an 
imposed Government. 

I congratulate the people of the Mid-Wes 
because they will soon go to the polls to elec 
the Government of their own choice. Th 
rest of the \Veste rn Region, which is now th 
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true West, should also go to the polls to elect p~ay ~!r whosoever wi ll gm·ern the Mid-vVest 
their own Go,·ernment. Those of us who come atte r tne elections, for the situation in that new 
irom the \Vest are not happy about what is Regio n is confusing. And until the elections 
happenmg m the~\" est . \\"e w_ant to elect our ha ve come and gone, the :\lid-Wes tern people 
o"·n Govern ment and the Prenue r there should mil not know where they belong or where th ev 
be_ asked ,_ ~r at least shou ld be ach·ised, by the arc head ing to. -
Prune :\lmtster to go to the polls because-

Me F. I. Okoronkwo (:\.ba l rban) : On a 
pottlt of order, the :\·[ember fo r [barapa (.l /r 
Cbolagunte) should rea lise that the Prime 
Minister has no right to order an election in the 
Weste rn Region, even though we want demo
cratic election in any part of the Federation. 

Jlr[r Speaker :That is a point of infonnation. 

. Jlr[r Gbolagunte : Thank you for that point 
ot tn f~rmatton .. Th7 i\lid-\\"est is going to be 
one ot the Regw ns tn the Federation and we 
want co-operation in the Federation. If one 
Region is suffering, the other Reg ions will 
~ventuall y suffer. What happened in the Wes t 
ts atfectmg the whole Federation financia llv. 
I am only aski ng the Prime :\linister to ad,· i~e 
(not to declare) an election in the West. 

I hope that the Government that will be 
elected in the :\l id -Wes t will no t make e•:crv 
:\·!ember of the House of .\ssemblv a :\[iniste.r 
or Parliamentarv SecretarY beca~se tha t will 
be a waste of the- poor reven~e of the :\lid-West. 
The :\<linister of Finance also knows that the 
i\[id-W est is ,·e ry poo r : he sa id so at one timt: . 
The :\lid- \\-est is ,·e ry poo r. and to ha,·e 6S 
:\!embers w ill still impo,·erish it. I t wi ll be 
worse if every :\lemL~i- of that H ouse is made~ 
i\linister, as is the case somewhere else. 

The Minister of Finance (Chief the hon. 
F. S. Okotie-Eboh) : On a point of information , 
I do not want the Member for Ibarapa (J.fr 
Cbolagunte) to misquote me here. I ha,·e never 
at any time said that the Mid-West is poor. 

Jlrir _Gbolagunte : Before we go too far, I do 
not mmd who governs the Mid-\Vest after the 
election. But whoever governs the l\Iid-West 
after the election should be advised not to make 
smuggling of Members a virtue. As it"· has 
happened in the Federal House, I think it will 
repeat itself in the Region if we do not warn the 
people now. Right here this morning, many 
~!embers ~vere smuggled from the Opposition 
stde, espectally from the U.P. P. side. 

I think those hon. Members smuggled to the 
r-:.P.C. side deserve to be so smuggled, but the 
Non _hern Peoples Congress should be wacted 
that tt should desist from enticing other faithful 
~! embers. As things stand now I very much 

There is a pro,·ision in the constitut ion for 
appeals t<> be made to the high courts, but there 
is nn ttt: fo r the creation of subordi nate courts. 
Subo rdi nate courts, as we know them, include 
the customary courts, the magistrate courts, 
el cetera, and these ha,·e been known to be used 
as an instrument to stittle Oppos ition i\Iembers. 

I t is true that we ha,·e sa id that the Judicial 
Se rvice Commission should be sc rapped, but 
we do not say that the'esta blishment of courts 
?f appea l for the new Region should be pbced 
tn the hands of P?l iticians. [ am saying that, at 
least, the :\ltd-\\ estern Region should be left as 
a spectal Region by not giv ing powers to the 
po li ticians to create courts of appeal but to 
carry on with the Judicial Service Commission 
because already.the people are complainina ~hat 
the co11rts are ,·ictimising them. · 

0 

I know very we ll that the new constitution 
for the ne\\· R~gion is almost a ~a rbon copy o[ 
that of the \\ este rn Reg10n, and I thereforP 
suspect that what is happening in the \\'es t 
mav happen in the :\lid- \\"est. For instance 
in the Wt:ste rn Region at the present time som~ 
custom~ry courts arc bein g disso lved bv the 
rul tng politicians. There is o t1 e aood feat ur~ 
in the constitution and that is the ";bsence of ~ 
deportat ion clause. I do hope that the :\"lid
Western politicians wi ll not introduce this later 
on. 

now come to the question of resident ial 
qualification. In the Federal Constitution any
body who wants to contest election in the 
~orth h~s to ~e resident in any particular area 
111 the i'iorth tor three years ; in the East it is 
one year; in the West it is one year. ~ow in 
the case of the Mid-West it is also one year. I 
a_m not quarrelling with the residential qualifica
tw_n of t~e. North, but I am appealing to the 
Pnme M111tster to make that of the new Region 
two years. 

I must congratulate the Federal Government 
for g iving the M id-Western people their new 
Region and, at the same time, allowing them to 
elect their own people. I do not know who 
will be the Premier, but whosoever becomes the 
chief ~ni~ter should by all means try to satisfy 
the asptrattOns of all shades of opinion. 

I beg to support the Bill. 
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Alhaji Muhammadu Gauyarma (Hadejia 
::\orth): I r~~ to contribute to the debate on 
the ConstitLition of ~lid-Western :\ ige ria. 
I am tloing so in order to put on record my 
support for the creation of this fourth Region, 
and to congratulate the In terim Administra tion 
for the peaceful and successful manner in which 
they ha1·e carried out their assignment . i\ly 
praise al so goes to the f ctleral Government for 
the vigilance they ha1·e exercisetl these past 
months. 

In creating this fourth Region in the Republic 
t11·o things stand out. The firs t is that we arc 
assemb led here only to gi1·c weight to the wishes 
of the ~l id-\\ .estcrn people themselves. They 
asked for their own state and we have given it to 
them. • 

The second is that we ha1·e shown the world 
that ::\iger ia is a democratic count ry-a country 
where people get their rights according to the 
law, and where the wishes of the people are 
respected. 

\Vhile on this second point I wish to recall 
the age-long interprctat:,.,n of the wort! 'demo
cracy' as defined by Abraham L incoln, which is 
government of the people, by the people, for 
the people. \\-e have four Regional Govern
ments run by the people and ;-;-hich cater for 
the people. ~lay I ask hon. ~!embers that in 
the interest of our country they should refrain 
from making unwarranted comments about 
::\orthernisa tion, Easternisation . \\'csternisation 
or e1·cn ~ li d- \\'es te rnisation. They should 
ins tead do their best to ensu re bst ing unity 
among their coun trymen. 

The set-up of this Republic has made it 
possible for the Federal Go,·ernment to look 
after the welfare of the entire people of the 
Federation ; while the Regional Governments 
look after the interests of their respective 
people, i.e., the Eastern Government for the 
Easterners ; the \Ve~tcrn Go\·ernment for the 
Westerners; the Northern Government for the 
Northerners; and now the lVIid-Western 
Government for the people of the Mid-West. 

It is therefore not in the interest of this 
Republic for anyone to try to pick quarrel with 
whatever policy is introduced by any Regional 
Government for the well-being of its people. 
I wish to express that now is the time that we 
have been praying for. The peaceful and 
prosperous Federal Republic of Nigeria pro
tecting and promoting the best interests of our 
country ar.d our peoples should be encouraged 

and 11c should pray for uni ty at all ttmcs as the Chi ef D. N. Oron5aye (!lenin. E3st): It Chief D. N. Abii (Owcrri Ea ~ t;-: On a po in t 
best so lution for our solid.trity, pe.Kc and - c.locs not ~ppc,t r a< if the mo1·er of the Amend- of or,ler, ther~ is a s trar.-~e r o n the Flooc of 
harmo ny. ment cnn;ult.:d an ;-boJv before he mo1·ed it. this H ou se. 

I wish to wind up by wishing the ~ l iJ 
\\'cste rners success in their ne w Rc;.; ion and 
congratulating the f ederal Go\·crnment for 
their good stewardship in our federal Repub lic 
of :\i;;cria . 

I beg to support. 

Whereupon the Parliamentary Secretary to 
tile .\linister of Economic D::velcpme11t (.llr 
F. C . . llbalwgu) rose itt his place and claim<d to 
mua That the Question be nozv put. 

Q:testirJII , That the question be 11uw put , put 
and agre~d to. 

.~lain Question put and agreed to. 

Bill read a Second time, and immtdit~t ely 
considered in Committee. 

Co:-;s1uuno:-; OF ~Iw-\\"E5TER:\ ::\iGERI.\ 
BrLL : Co:-;swERED r:-; CoM~trTTEE 

~llllue;· !-+-ordered to stand part of the Bill 

Clause 5-(Co~tP05ITlO:\ OF Ho t.:sE OF 
CHIEFS) 

Mr U. 0. Ayeni (.-\fe nmai ::\orth \\"es t): 
I wan t to call you r atten tion to Cbuse 5 (a). 
I woulJ ha1·c thought that arr.1ngcmcnts should 
be made that each of the ten <livisio ns ot the 
new Region shou ld ha1·e a first-class t:hief. 
I think one of the funuame nt<ll reasons ~~-h,· we 
ach·ocatecl fo_r a Region was because no re.CO!:;
nmon was gr,·cn to a number of ou r chic;':; in 
the \'l'cstcni Region. 

In this constitution which we are maki r.', 
we are only putting out just two, out of the 
very many. I think it will be proper and in the 
interest of the Obas and first-class chiefs if we ~
have one fi rst-class chief appointed to represent 
one division in the Region. I should ha,·e 
thought that each regional constituency should J 
be entitled to have one member in the House 
of Chiets. That is, that we should have equal 
number of Members in the two Houses. 

Mr J. E. Ukueku (l:rhobo Wcs~): I beg 
to move th:: followint;! Amendment-

Clause 5, page C246, line 42, leave out 
" the Oba of Benin, the Olu of Warri and 
the persons for the tim~ r.olding sucli other 
chieftaincies as may be prescribed by the 
Governor" and insert "ten first-class chiefs 
appointed to represl'nt the ten divis ions of 
the Region.'' 

It i; nor >llr>[1'>rtecl-and .thcref0re, it should be The Chairman : ::\0, he i<-:':ot a st:a n~~ r. 
brushcJ ·~oi.k c\!cu i~nored. He is one uf the clnk,; who h~·; ;! bce.t >: ranted 

T he :1ro1·ision of ex-officio members (in th<: 
coi~::; riru t(otl has its ad\'antagc:;. It has al ~n 
its di-..:H.h .. r.ra!;!C~. ll ut what I want LO ~av 
her~ is th.!t titr r<' ig no quat re i whats0e1·e·r 
wi th rhc nc;m.;,; there bc·cnuse those are the 
rcop k , . .-h., c,>ntr ol wlwle aree~s or di,·isro ns . 
Ther~ i> no reaso n for fixmg one in each 
di,·i s!Oil b.:<:a"s~ the others do not controi 
dinsi•,ns. It shottld be left free for the 
G'llwnme:1t c.;" the day to pick which ever 
per,on is c .. ;,idcrcd fit for the appointment 
at the time. 

The only 1mrd I would li ke tcJ quarrel with 
there is tilt: •.mrd "ex-officio". l ' appe3rcd in 
rhe \ \.c.<tcrn :\i(:'eria Gaz~ tte. If it i.< deleted 
it docs n'1t ren{~ , - c the etf.:ct of the member
ship of rh~ two p~ rsnns put there, but it 
remm·es the ditn-.:ll:ty of interpreNtion if any 
matter crop.- up in th•: law co•.trt. 

The \ \·o~ d "t!X-o.fficio'· ln any organis.aLion 
~1J w~y:; ~;.lS ~l res ic!ual melning. f t is capable 
uf tmJ int.~r:::>;·~ utio n•, either that these 111·o 
are the tirs t ~ r thev are th~ last. :\'ow in the 
I r,tecp r~~ ct i c:c. Riil. which 11·ill follow pe:·haps 
..;on1c- da ys : . ::l~r. it ha~ al.io r.he interpretation 
Jif1it:uttil!s w:-lid1 :n c Cl• ntai r~ed in th i,:; constitu
~i0n we :.1 :-c now disccss ing. 

. T he re is r.·>r !1i:1g to defend .. ex-officio". It 
1s all the,·e ~rd the re is no body qul\rrclling 
with these t ni~~s . but in view of the fact that 
many tJt:OFic 3re moving Amendme-nrs and 
qu ~, rrdl i ng wid~ these t;1ings, it is necessary 
to safct;uard 1 he position of the Government. 
The word "ex-officio'' creates ~n ambiguity. 
It is ~apabl~ of rwo interpretations. 

I would ask the hon. Prime :.·Iinister to 
please look into the \~ ord and rl'move it from 
the consti tution. I am not talking about the 
membership of the persons concerned. 

Mr J. K. d~-Omomadia (Crhobo East): 
If the . purpose of creating the Mid-West 
Rcgt0n 1s to allay the- fears of the people of this 
pLtce, then I ,,m afraid the iP.sertion of th.ts 
claL:se in the constitution, provtding for two 
p:tramount rule rs of thc:ir own tribes as ex
~fficio member< of •!1e House of Chief, gives 
-~~., ·. u uti ta minonty areas iu ti-e Region. 

pcrmi, sio n to mo1·e ahout and help us· in the 
House. 

Mr de-Omomadi a: I come from '' min0r itv 
area in the :.\lid -\V e<t. I would like to <ay 
that the tears of the tradit iotul ~ul ers (If m1· 
area .-; hould be pro~er.tcd . T!1e rei,1 r~ I 11·otd ~! 
not like this d <IUSC to be insert~d her<>. 

Mr E. A. Mordi (.-\sabJ Eas~): I 11·ant to 
talk about this que~ tion cf insert ing t!le names 
of the Oba of Benin , and the Olu of \\"arri. 
Ar hon. :.\!ember has suggested that the 
insert ion of the names o f rhese two rulers hds 
b"en n.:ccssitc~tcd bv the fact that thev are 
each controll ing a division. · 

I should have thou':ht that the numeric~. [ 
strength of •I di1·ision~ ~hou,d depend much 
on the populatio n of t~e division. For 
example, in the caJe oi \\'arri, •xe h;ll·e +0 
thousand people making up the divis:on and 
there are other Obas who are ~c tuall v contro!
ling well over 30 •housand people ~~·itloin the 
area which are not declared as di 1·isions. How 
on earth then could oomebod1· controlling +!l 
thousand persons be r~garded as more importJn t 
than souebody comroli i:1g +;) to 50 thous~nd 
people ? 

This beats my imagination ; an~ so it is 
my view that these two s:,>ecific ce~s~s of the 
Oba of Renin and the Oi u of \Varri, shoul:-! be 
deleted and instead a first-class chief be cre3ted 
in each of the di vision to mat.:e it possible for 
every division to be repres~nted in the House 
of Chiefs. That is mv submis>ion, Mr 
Chatrman. -

Mr J. B. Eboigborli (.-\s,lba We>t): i\Ir 
Chairman, whv it i~ n~ce~~arY for the Members 
of this House io critictse thi_s.clause vehemently 
is that according to section 5 0f (he Niget ian 
Constitution , it is the busines• of thts Federal 
House to make a c•mst itution for the new 
Region. If it were the Constitution mad~ by 
a Regton only brought here for our sanction 
we could not have been so critical ab.:mt it. 
In my opim.m, since we ar<! making a consti
tution for tbis n<'w Region it is of importance 
to us to copy a similar sec tion, say that of the 
Eastern Region. If you would gran • me th.: 
permission, Mr Chairman, I would like tv 
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read se~tion 5 of tht' Eas tern Res ion Const;t u
tion which we pas,t"d ir. thi ' House· . [r r~.:,ds 

. _ as folio\\ s :~ 

" ( l) ~bthnu! prejudice lo the proz-/Sf() IIS IJ/ 
sectinns 9 and 3+ nf this Cunslitulwll, th~ 
H ouse of CJ.iefs .<hall ennis! of 

(a) n/1 tradr tional R!rlers , td w shall l1e 

eX·fJfficio mPmbPrs of the fl~>w·c ; 

(h) first -class Chief< aPf>ointd to repr,·
sent pro~ ince.s i.-1 I he Reginrr ; 

(c) fi/11'-fic e Cft i, j:< lwn"n;; Slic!r qrur!Jji
cations a11,! ::, ekc.1eJ i t; such m ullllt 'r t l S 111:1\' 
be prescrihed bv the f. fgi.datur,, of tlie 
Re?ion ; unci 

(d) such speci,r/ lllt'lllber; (nul CX(ecdr n.~ 
fi~·e) hav ing melt q~tulijiwtions as mov l1e 
P'escribed hy the L e,:'is!atw e nf tire R;~i'J/1 
ar ma_v be selerted ~.v th e Go-;·enwr , actin:: 
in accoraance u·ith !It t• whice ·:t" !It" f're 
tnieT ." 

Such pro\·isiuns should ha1·e bc~n fH 'JI·iclc-· 1 
in this Constitution. Only t ·1·o o t" th~ peonk 
.; hall be m~~de e.\'· fJ.ffic i 'J mt:n'b~r:-; :u:d in ;1n· 
opinion, the n:tm~.:~ or· the C lh:t 1.1 f lknin a:1~l 
Olu of \\"arri ou:.:hr to b,· d ckccd t"ro rn the· 
Constitutiun- -

An hon. Member : \ \ "1" : 

Several hon. !Yf~mb ers 
hi;-, rca3\_ms. 

He 

l'vlr Ehoigbodi : r h:t l"e :!i i"CII tll\" rc:to'II( IS , 
and so , since tht: pro, · i~i o n fu;; hL::n- n1 ·ld;.: t'o r 
taking in more :'lkmb;.: c,; th: rr.• :rlc> ,,f th~.: ,; c 
two Obas shou ld n<•t hen·~ b·:cn m:tck ,,. , 
conspicuous in the Constitu tion. 

Question put '~·cl neguti·ud. 

The Prime Minister : I rise 
Amendment to Clause 5. 

to nlo, ·..: 

Clause 5, pa,!!t: C2+6. li ne +S. ica1·e out 
"filty-eight" and itsert ''lifrv-on•:". 
(Interruption). 

Chief 0 . B. Akin-Olugbade (Egba South) : 
!Vhy we kno\\ the reaso n wh1· the nrrml,c r ;, 
reduced from 58 to 51 ! 

The Prime Minister : I think rh:tt is 11"!\V 
it would he much better to take ~li of them 
togeth'!r so that the hon. Member could 
understand the implication of the Amendmt:"nts. 
I think he is go ing to ut>de r,o tand rt wh en 11·e 
come right up to the end of the Amen-Jmcnt;. 

. . . I pfl\·ate talk wtth the l\ lmtste r of Fmance who The Prtme Mmtster : I rr se to mo1·e the 
The Chatrman : \\ eli, l h.t ve no ohJectton comes from the area, and I \~auld like to have following Amendment standing in my name 

to thi s. [ h:n t: to put the QuestiOns one by the assurance on record that these amendments on the Order Paper-
one 11\Stcad. proposed by the Prime Minister will cur~he ~ . 

M . · - - --- t c: - - h- hli. b d ' d •• f Clause 6, page C2+1, ltne 21, lca1·e out 

Clause 5, 
"fitty-cight" 

The Prime tntster detects w tc ave cen tscovere 111 respect o " . . h , d . " . fi , 
. . . ' [ d d . d · d b SIXty-ew t an 1/l<ert SIXty- Ve . page C2+6, line +5, lt:a l·e out 1 mtnorrttes me u e tn areas ommate y o 

and insert " fift y-o ne". 1 other maJOr ethn tc groups. I. hope_ \~'e are I beg to move. 
. I not ~commg more and more tnbaltsttc m thts 

Clause 5, page C246, lt ne +6, lca1·c out : coun try, because as far as I could see this 
"'anJ." · 1 Constitut ion is a departure from the Constitu-

Ciausc 5, page C~+i, line 2, at end insert"; rion for the West, the No rth, the East and the 
and • Federal Republic of 0iiger ia. We would like 

(d) four members selected by the G O\·e rno r, l to think :hat we are not taking a. retrogressi1:e 
act ing in accordance with the aJ.1·ice o f the I step as far as the we lfare of thts country ts 
Prc:t,.;-ier , to represent the inte rests of groups ! concerned. 

of pe rsons resident in the special ~reas within ~ Mr E. A. Mordi (.-\saba East) : It is my view 
tht.e nh1 ea nCt_ng of sub~ectblo n ( +) o t sewo nh l+ . tt-Lat this .-\mendment admits the fact that there 
o t ts onstttutton. emg t;ro ups w ose · 1 · 1 \I'd \\' · · 1 · · • · h G are certam e ements m t 1e . t - estern 
Interests, ~~ t 1e . op tnton ot t e o1·ernor Re ion who hal·e not been g iven effecti\"e 
actmg as ato resatd, are not represented by g · · h . h. · l I 
\[ b f h H . F :\. . bi . f representat iO n wtt m t ts spec ta area. t 
- t:m e rs 0 t e 011 >e 0 

· >Sem } or seems that sending the people to the H ouse of 
cons tituencies in those areas." ~ 

Chiefs will not be proper. The four specia l 
Clause 5, pa >;;e C2+7. line 9, lea1e out 

".-\ssembiy" ancl insert ··Chiefs". 

It [ am to explain, those special areas. four 
in numbe r, each of the m was to rc::turn fom 
:'ILmbcrs to the H o use of .-\ssemblv. \\'e lind 
that in those special areas, there are 'other ethnic 1 
groups beyond those specilically mentioned in 
the Constitutional Instrument, and in order to 
gi,·e them adequate representat ion . we are 
s u~,::,;esti ng that there should be four :'~!em bers 
from those four areas appointed by the G u\"e rnor 
acting on the ad,·ice of the Premier. 

l thi nk one Opposition :'llem hcr made a \·ery 
im po rt:lnt point when [ 11·as away. He said , 
that this Instrument is not final. .-\ll that we ; 
ha1·e to do in this H ouse is to try to gi,·e to the , 
people of the Mid- \rest something on which ~ 
to start. It is after they ha1·e go t their Consti- ' 
tution on which to wark that they could change ' 
through the light of experience, if they want to. 
So this is all the reason whv we are havin"' this • 
pro\·ision. I hope the Me~bet for Egba South 
(Chief Akirz-Olugbade) is now satisfied. 

Chief Akin-Olugbade : I think I am 
satisfied with the explanation given by the hon. 
Prime ;\Iinister. But I ha,·e here a telegram 
from the !jaw State l "nion complaining that 
certain areas of ltshekiri include the Ijaw 
D istrict Council, like Ogbe Ijaw, Gbaramatu and 
Egheoma, and by the provision of the Section 
which has just been amended, these areas are 
precluded from representing their own groups 
in the House of Assembly. I have had some 

members ought to be allowed to go to the 
House of .-\ssembly instead of House of Chiefs, 
because, as a matter of fact, those who are 
go ing to the House o f .-\ssembly are going there 
on representati,·e basis. If these people arc 
going to be selected just on the ad\·ice of the 
Premier, then those elements who in fac t have 
been denied adequate represen tation ha,·e still 
not got it. 

Mr J. E. Ukueku (Urhobo \Vest): I beg to 
move the following .-\mendment-

Clause 5, page C2+7, line ll, leave out 
"other than the Oba of Benin, the Olu of 
Warr~ and insert "ten first-class Chiefs" . 
I beg to mo\"e, 

Mr Speaker : I think this is relevant to the 
first Amendment which the Member for 
Urhobo West (.llr r.:kueku) moved once in this 
House and which was rejected. Therefore, I 
do not propose to put the Question. 

Question, That the words proposed to be left 
out be left out, prll and agreed to. 

Questiorz, That those roords be there inserted, 
put a11d agreed to. 

Clause 5-(Co:-.-tPOSITION OF HousE OF 
CH !EFs)~as amended, ordered to stand part of 
the Bill. 

Clause 6-(Co~IPOS !T!ON 
:\ssE~tnLY). 

OF HousE OF 

Mr W. 0. Briggs (Dcgema): J us t as in the 
other Clause, we stili would like to know why 
the number should be reduced. 

The Prime Minister : l am so rry, perhaps 
the :'llembcr fo r Degema (J/r Brir;;:s) did not 
_get a copy of the Delimitation Commission ' 5 

Report. The Commission recommended 
sixty-fi1·e instead of sixty-e ight \!embers of 
the Ho use o f .-\ssembly. Formerly the parties 
in the :'llid-\\iest recorrunended sixty-two 
and sixty-eight respect ively, but the Corrunis
sion, when it was delimiting the Constituencies , 
co11ld onlv delimit the -areas to sixtv-live 
Constitue,{cies. So, instead of the Hou-se of 
.-\sscm bly being composed of sixty-eight 
:'~[em be rs it will now be composed of sixty-live. 
That is the re:1son. I am so rry that we ~ot 
thl'~ report of the Delimitat ion Comm.ission. 
rather a bit late, but I think ali hon. :Vfembers 
have now got copies of it. 

Mr A. Opia (.-\boh) : I wo uld like to draw 
the attention of the House to the unFair trc:lt
ment given to .-\boh Division. 

Mr Speaker : Order, order. We are con
cerned wi th changing sixty-eight to sixty-fi1·e. 

Mr Opia: The point I am making is that 
to reduce the number sixty-eight to sixty-fi1·e 
will be an unfair treatment to Aboh and :\saba 
Divisions in particular. 

In opposing the Amendment before us. I 
would like to draw the attention of this House 
to the irregularities which the figure before 
the House reveals. In the first place, in Benin 
Division we have thirteen seats against 292,000 
registered voters ; in U rhobo Division we have 
ten seats against the 262,000 voters ; in ! shan 
Division we have 192.000 voters against eight 
seats, and then, if one goes to Asaba Division 
one finds 212,000 voters against eight seats. 

Several hon. Members : Shame, shame ! 

Mr Opia : This is very unfair and I am 
calling"Ton the Prime :Vlinister to see that this 
is rectified. As far as we know him, he is a 

(38) 
(39) 
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four seats and then a place like Asaba Divisior' ,
05

t unLti r. Tlta t is the whole id..:<I. \\"hat \\'e have to h<tl·c a new Government in the 

3213 [Consti/11/inn nf 

(:VIR Orr.\] 

7. fair man, but I think in thi s parti cu lar 
.-\saba and Aboh Divisions ha1·c been 
unfairly treated . 

cts..:, and Ab o_h Di:·ision 1yill _ha1·e_ to get four seal~;hcr lo~ i~al reason has _ _this. Comm iss ion in :\[id-\ \"est Regio_t] by the Sth of February. 
most each, I thmk tn t> ts most unfatr. 'gil·i ng b iased treatment to these t11·o Dt l' tStor .• s ? If we do not accepc the recomme ndations of 

I would like to support my argument by 
saying that we have the Afenmai Division 
with !3S,OOO voters, Isoko Division with 
70,000 voters, and we have the Western Ij aw 
Division with 82,000 voters. These are sup· 
posed to be minority areas and yet they are 
given four seats each against only four scats 
for a Division like Aboh which has a population 
of !26,000. 

Several hon. Members : That is 1·crv 
unfair. · 

l the Commi~sion it means we h;n·e to start all 
I am appealing to the Prime :\ linister tha \\ 'hat ;~· ..: arc say ing is that 1c·e are appca mg 

he should with draw this report an d stick tr'to the Prime :\[inistcr who ts_allc·a,·s conwlcrcd 01·cr again; either -.::-oint another <:;ommission 
or the same Comm.1;"o n to deltmtt the areas 

the 68 scats 11·h ich ha1·e been originally agree(all the ll·orld o1·er tube cons tder:tte , w rcconst · into 6s sca ts and that 11-ill be too late. There-
and then make up Aboh Di1·ision bv t11·o mon der hi s .-\mcnd mcnt. Tlus .-\mendment 11-?~ld 
seats. ~ _ :not conform tu t~.e ll"is hes of th..: pcor-le . [he fore, the only se nsible thing to do, is to accept 

. 'wish of the public is that c1·cryboJy m t ltc \ltd - the recommendations of the Commiss ion. 
Mr 0. C. Ememe. (Aba ::.outh) : I an "'est shou ld be tre:tted fairly. T hcretore, I I f you do not accept the recommendations, 

wholehcartcdh· supporttng the hon . :\Iembe . ..,1 , bclt·tl f of the whole people of the 1•:h:1t can 11·e do , because the interim administra-
f. Ab h ('I Op · ) . I · . I · I appc •.. , 0 1 · · t d b · th • ~tb of F · bruary or o. , , r w, anu _m uotng so ~n \Ii J-\'."cst tlut the Pri m..: :\[inistcr shou ld re · tton comes o an en y e o e 
not blammg the Pnme :\!tms_ter tor prese nttn~ co n siccr the pos ition and 11-i thdra11- his .-\mend- :md between noll·- -
tbe Amendment _whtch. he IS . now. trytng tr mcnt. T he Prime :\[iniste r has the right and An h0n. 1\-[ember : :\lake a statement. 
prcs~nt. Tl~c . Pnm~- :\:tnts tcr :s ~tc ttng on th, the chance t'l th so now and 11·c of d1c :\.C.:\ .C. The Prime 1\lliniste r : There is no question 
,1d1 tce of t. tc S'l·c,tlkd expert> 11 ho . ha1_- 11·ill dctinitei·: SL! pport him 1f he •.n thdr:111·s thts of m:tking a staterr.e::t . 

Mr 0 I f 1 h
. . I comptkd the fra ud ulent report. T hts l .-\mend mcnr: .-\11 ll·e arc in terested in is tbat I :1n' "'t.r:tt.(l I c·.t r1 ~ .. ot be o t· mttch help to hon . 

pia : ce that t ts ts purpose y done fraudulent n the tl t k h - 'u · 

b < .' . 1 sen?e w tt too · _no con CI'Cfl· boch· should be fairh· t reated. It is 11. en :\I~mbc rs and we s~ .. tll sti ck to this number of 
ecause Aboh has, 10r a long time, been stderayon. 11·hate1·er ot the tac t tlwt :\tge nan. we ;,11. c·:·..:rl"i;ody shou ld. not be fai rk tre:lt·~d ' 

:\.C.:\.C. dominated area. There is no arc :\tgen~ns and no matter 11·hcre thc1· an tlt·.tt 11:e sr:tn.pla,·;nr< politics. 65· (lntern!ptions). I th
1
•

11
k tl

1
·.tt 

secret behind it. If Isoko Di1· ision and they arc i\ 1gcnans and they s hou ld be trcate - " . \ . . , :'vir Speaker : O ~Jcr . oruer ! 
\\'arri Divis ion can ha1·e 40,000 each and then equitably. There is no reason ll"it~tc l· e r t. I 11·is;1 ta reitc•rate that the I'r; me - ltntsccr n::s i 1 ~ ,;ascs 11 here chccc is s~tch contro1·crsy and 
.-\boh Division 126,000 and yet they arc gi1·en gi1·e certain people undue ~d 1·anc:l~e 0 ,-cr other the opportu" tt:' to -'l' tthdl'all· ht , .-\mencl.nc .. t some :\[embe rs seem to be los ing their parlia-
the same number of seats, I think it is mos t J·us t because the1· are ,.,11 -·cl 11":: .• , . .. : , .. 1· 11 so that b~ ;:' :n· ~' iH c::•:e us the tm prcss ton th:n a ment::r_,. ethics, it is onl_v r!;;ht anJ proper that 

- ~ ..... l (.; • . ! •. .t<l~· • • - • l "'f'l \\' - - • .. ... v 
unfair.. minority or minority in a majoritl·. It the- certatn .~ .. ~n: p ot people tn t te ·" tu · co• ... c I o;hould be guiJeJ b1· the votes. 

Sixty-eight 11·as the to tal number of scats arc :\ igerians. r'1ey shou!J ..: quitabll: sha re the: hcmg 1·tc:;n::;e,' . Severa! hon. Members : _-\yc ! .-\ye ! 
given by the Administrative Council in the own fate and tortuncs. I beg to support. Some hon. M e mbers : :\o, no, no. 
:'1 lid-West area. I feel it is a vote of no confi· · Th p · ~r · · ·'11 I t to s··,· t. · I want to point out the fact that 11·e shou l. e nme !v. truster : h 11·an "- > 
clence in the Interim G overnment of the not play ·p'l li t ics ll ith this Constitutio n. T h; to defend the Commiss ion which has de limicd 
:\licl-\\"estern Region. It is most unfair for is the Constitution of :\·Iid -\\.este:·n :\ i~e r i: the constitt:encies in the \lid-\\-~srern Region. 
only three men who have no knowledge of the There should be no polit ics in it at alt". The Fede r :~! Electoral Commission did this 
:\lid- \\'est area appointed for a short period appea rs to me that the peop le 11.ho compile II"O rk and [1011 • :\[embers arc a·:.~re ti·.~t ~ :1c 
to go there and cut do11·n the number of scats 1 · h 1 Commission tukcs instructions fro m nobody. t u s report m us t a1·c )Cen polit icalk biase 
which this House originally passed . I fee l against my party the :\.C.:\.C. It the l· are nc [f hon. :\kmbcrs h:ll·e rc:td thei r report ·! te'· 
that this is a very serious point. If this is the politically biased . they would not h:we gil·cn th· 11·ill see thar it is a ve ry fa ir report. 
way we have to run the Government of this number ot seats now g i1·cn to the Di,·ision. L As I said before this should not be regarded 
country- fact, Aboh, Di1·ision, as th.;- M ember for Abo- as final. The people of the ;\lid -\\.est . h:n:~ 

Mr Speaker : I t'"tink the Ayes have it. 

Some hon. Members : :\o. no. no n0 . 
( [J; /erru pt .'ons). 

:Vlr Speaker : Cear the lobbies. \\"ill the 
T dle rs please come :0 the T ab le. 

:O,ir J. S. Tarka i,,~ngbar) : On a point of 
orJer . I want to t:: c,;c:ltc that my o11·n stde of 
the House is go ing to abstain from voting. 

Mr Speaker : You need not say so. 
( [!1 /erm ptiom) . 

Tellers f or the .-lyes-.·lllwji Sarkin Bai, 
.\Ir Ukuelw. 

Chief Ayo Rosiji (Egba East): On a point (Jlr Opia) stated, should ha1·c a highe r numbl got a lot to do 11·ith this Consti tution 1\'htcb ts 
of order, the hon. Member for Aboh (Mr Opia) of seats, at least six, which had been propos . before the House. In fact, it is their 01m 

is making a tribalistic speech. We want one before, and ltkewise Asaba Di1·ision. \\l suggestions and ideas which are embod ied in 
N igeria. should the Commission pick on the rl' the Constitution. The mere fact that .-\boh 

Mr Opia : I am appealing to the Prime elements of that Region ? This is a ve got four seats with 126,000 people is ju~t The Minister of Mines and Power 
Minister. A delegation has already seen the important issue. something 11·hich the Commission h;ts got (.-\lhaj i the hon. Yussuff i\Iaitama Sule): We 
Prime Minister on this matter. From the Chief Ayo Rosiji : The Member for A~ reasons to explain. have crot our T ellers, let the T ellers for the 
reports before us in this House, we feel that South (Nlr Ememe) used to be Radio :.\Iosco<· Mr Opia: Explain it to us. (bz !errup:io!IS) . ="oes ~orne forward. (Interruptions) . 
real injustice has been done to Aboh Division. Is he now Radio Ibo ? j The Prime Minister : I am sorry but I do Mr Speaker : \\'ill ;'v[r Opia and Mr Morcli 

Tp~:~ :~dn~~P~~s~~~ai~fpl~yneby~~:rg~li~~;~oi~ Mr Ememe : What I am tn·ing to sav not think this really calls for such heat at. all gpolet.an~e tcoleraerfroaul· nt ofrfothmesu~~us~n~:tl~~~~.are not 
I I · C · · · ~ · because this is not the final Constttutwn. ::: Committee. I feel that this is reall)· ,\ 1 otc of t lat t us r,.,-,m!~swn ts tn ·ina to brinrr t 

b 1. · h ~I ·d "V - "' " 1 When th~ :1iiJ- \\'est Rc:u,ion is orou,uitt into Some hon, Members : Shame, shame. 
no confidence in the Delimitation Committee. a 1sm mto t e lv 1 - v est. If there w 

. fair treatment for all the people concerned being the \Iicl-Westerners can amend it as .\lr Opia and illr .llordi l~ft the Chamber. 
Lookmg at the _report, you _can e_ven find the area, nobod!- 11.0 .. 1c1 have rat· ~ed " t1y· 1.01• they like :mel thev can delimit the constituencies I . d d b If 

u " u 1· ~ d'ffi 1 Question, T wt :;:.· ,:cor s propose to e e t 
tha~ ~Ir Nagoro ~tel not even stgn hiS _report. against one another. But just because tn the way they like. It will be ,·ery I _cut out be left out put and agreed to. 
T_hzs IS not a gen.ume report. If _a constituency Divisions happened to be Ibo D 1·1.1·s1·ons, the for us to refuse to accept the recommendations 

f h C b I d Ollestion That those zcords be there inserted, 
wtth 50,000 registered vntt>rs mll have to get fore they shou ld be badly treated . This o t e ommission now ecause, as sat · • 

time is against us. put' and agreed to. 

(.,.O) (+1) 
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Clause 6---{COMPOSITIO:-i OF HousE OF people who "peak E·'o h . h · · · f o 1. tes would either be in .-\ pape~ or S uru lc re or in 
o ' .u , w <C 1s qu1te e La<>o< Town Planning Act _m respect o J Ik 

AssniBLY) as aJJielzded ordered to t d p t d· a· h . f '-' b k. E J d d tile recl ,,,· ,,,~ll o1r··o1 ,·n ::iou th-\\.est ·oyt. . ·· - san ar <uerent t m~;r. . rom 1 oru a spea ·mg .no estates and interests m ian ; an · ~ · ~-
'!.f the Bill. . _ .. .. _ _ -· -· .. -· . which means tl~a Edos who speak Yoruba. certal connected " lth the matter Yo u " ·ill be cHil<IZCLl. .\ l r Sp"akc r. H> kr•nw 

that the .\Ii niste r, h.l\ in~ c mered <ntO thiS 
undcrtak in" , has not honoured tt . .-\ t one nme 
he cut" la;ge area and announced that that " ·as 
the arccl rcsc r,·ed fo r thos<O who " ·e re d is place~ 
(the area is no t , -.~ry fa r from :\[r Speaker : 
ho use} ; but just suctden k " ·c heard that tht> 
land haJ been taken '""'Y fro m the people to 
whom they were resen·ed. That has c a~sed a 
lot nf indignati on ancl I " ·ould hke the .\[< ntster 
to cLSsurc our men that thev arc not be1ng 
\· ic t itn i~~ J . b ~t: au$c the re a re two as pec ts to _1t: 
rhe1· lost the com pens~t in n money to the alten 
spc~ulato rs . and now lan J_ otfcred to them ~n 
c:-...:ham:;e fn r the one th<! C o,·e rnt;'cnt acqu1rcd 
in South -\\'c,; t lkO\· i h:1s been rdused them. 

Clauses 7-+i--ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Clause +8-(ESTABL ISH~';T OF HIGH COURT) 

Mr D. N. Oronsa nye (Benin East): Clause 
48 IS also of the same patte rn as the \Vestern 
Region Co nstitu tion. With yo ur permission , 
I w1 ll read it : 

"(I) There .<hall he a High Court for the 
Region. 

(2) The judges of the High Court of the 
Region shall be-

( a) the Chief }1utice o/ the Region ; and 

(b) such number of other judges (no t bein" 
less than six ) as may be prescnhed bv tit~ 
Legislature of the Region." -

think that if the \ Vestern Region has exactly 
not less than six . and the .\ Iid-West bein<> a 
smalle r region, the number of judges ough~ to 
be less than six. If it is fo und necessarv to 
increase the numher of judges to any nur{;ber 
later, it is all right; but as something which 
forms part of the Constitution, to start with 
such extravagance o f a minimum of six jucges, 
is unjustifiahle. 

! am ap pealing to the Pri me .\linis ter to 
consider thi s point. Somet ime ago, \\'hen the 
.\lid-Wes t Region was being thought of, 
seve ral committees \\'ere appointed to look into 
se1·eral matte rs. They issued comprehe nsive 
reports. These repo rts ha,·e ~en comp!etelv 
ignored. A minimum of six judges fo r the 
:\lid- \.Yest Region is an extravagance; it is 
good to start cutting it right from the verv 
start and I beg to recommend. ' 

Clause +8-(ESTABLISH~IE:-<T OF HIGH 
CouRT)-ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Clauses 49-76--ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

First Schedule, Paragraph !-{THE EDO 
SPEAKi:'IG YORUBA ETHNIC GROUP) 

The Prime Minister : I rise to make the 
fo llowing Amendment-

First Schedule, Paragraph I , page C2ili , 
line 23, leave out "Edo speaking Yoruba" 
and insert "Yoruba speaking Edo." 

Mr M.A. Ajasin (Owo South): The correct 
thing is what is there in the First Schedule. 
The Edo speaking Yoruba means the Yoruba 

for purposes 
These people are Yoru bas and no t Ed aforesaid be now read a Second ume. 

!t is the R_ivcr Os5c that divides these peop When the Lagos T own Planning .-\ct was 
toto two s<dcs. On one s<de, yo u have th d it was reasonable to assume that the 
Edo speaking Yoruhas, anJ on the other s id s~tio n was to avo id profit ee ring in land 
you have AkokJ, where you have Ika re as tr.t:es and to freeze the power to create new 
headquarters in that area. t on publication of an app ro,·ed Town 

. . teres h 1· d is to be acqui,ed 
If vou look at tillS Ddimitation Repo , anmng Scheme w e_re an 

1 
t Board 

under' Akoko-Edo on page 12 vo u wi ll see t~ the Lagos Executive Deve opdm~n t d e t~ 
under .-\koko-Edo on page i? )'OU will s nfortunately, it has been foun t a . u 

- · . 1 ·fie · tatutorv prons10n to 
that the names of towns under :\koko-Edo ( e absence o a spect ' . •h 1 h. h · ff 1 e i a loophole to t e aw w IC Akoko-Edo (2), and so on , are Yoruba nam ·s e ect, t le r s . k . loit by 
all these a reas a re Yorubas names. O ne of th eculators ha ve been qulc to exp . · 
C · · f 1 ' · · f , h le·1ses sub- leases and ass<gn-ommiSSioners or t 1c :,[id- \Vest administrlanttng re> ' . ' · . which 
tion is O ye. This name-C"ve-is not ents at huge profit rents or premtum> ble bv 
Benin name but a Yoruba name. The namf·entually inflate the compensation pa~a . ·. 

' . · ' t of the vanous tn terc:lb 
-Adebayo, Adeyenu, Ayeni, Tokunboh overnment m respec 
borne by people m these areas are Yoru a scheme area. 
names. The correct thing is what is there an This Bill, therefo re, provides a me:1~s to 
s houi_J be retained-Edo speaking Yoruba an re,·ent profitee ring in land values and to t_:eeze 
not 'r oruba speakmg Edo. e power to create new u1terest on publt~auon 

. • ' fa scheme undertaken by th e Lagos Executi<e 
Chtef S. J. Manere '(L rhobo Central) _: Board under the Lagos T own 

wan t to speak on paragraph 3 of the F1r evel?pment 
Sched ule-\Varri Area-that is to sav, the ar lanmng .-\ct. . 
of the electoral district established b.y the pr The Bill is non-contro,·ers<al and I beg tu 
clamation- · ove. 

l'vlr Speaker : The hon . .\[em ber can on!· The Minister of Mines and Power (.-\ lhaj i 
speak on the .Amendment now. ·~the hon. Yusutf .\bi tama Sule) : I be~ to 

Question, That tlze words proposed to be le 
1 

econd. 
out be lef t out, put and agreed to. Mr L. J. Dosunmu (Lagos Central) : In 

. su ortin the Bill I just wtsh to underltne one 
Questton, That those words be there added, pu P~ gf 1 th t under the operation d 1 arttcular act name Y, a . 

an agree< to. of the scheme the bulk of the compensation 
First Schedule, as amended, agreed to. ent into the hands of aliens. In actual fact , 

what the real land owners 5°t was nothmg 
S econd Schedule agreed to. d . h h . t ·mto the hands of the 

compare w1t w at "en . . f h 
alien speculators who, on the publtcauon ° t e 
scheme, got our men to enter into fresh leases , 
and when the aliens themselves put torward 
application for compensation they got a greater 

Bill reported, with A mendment ; read 
Third time a11d passed. 

Sitting suspended : 1 p.m. 

Sitti11g remmed : 3 p.m. 

L AGos ToWN PL~NNING 
(CmrPENSATION) BILL 

Order f or Second Reading retui. 

part of the compensation. 

The object or' th is Bill is theref_ore very 
desirable. Having said that I would like to say 
a few words on the operation of the s~heme 
itself and the undertaking which the :\hmster 
gave 'to the native owners of the l~n~. One of 

The Minister of Lagos Affairs (.-\lhaj i th the undertakings given by the :\hruster to the 
hon. Musa Y ar' Adua) : I rise to move-- owners was that they would be re-settled , as 

That a Bill for an Act to provide for th much as possible, on 0eir own land, or the?~ 
\\·ithholding of compensation payable unde would be given alternative sttes. The: Gove~I 

1 ment went further to say that the alternatln! 

[ am imploring the .\ Iiniste r w honour hi s 
plcd"e-gi,·e them the al tcrnatl\·e s<te along 
Kerif :-itreet wh ich " ·a,; ong111ally ea rmarked fo r 
them. That w:1s the unJertak111~ g1ven to th~m 
anJ a man's wore! sho uld be h1s bond. 1 he 
.\[inister should gi1·e rhe Ltnd to the O\\'ners. 

;\l. Ibra him Gusau (:'okoto \\·e.st Central) : 
T hi; is a welcome Bill- welco me 10 the sense 
that the Federal C on:rnment. always protects 
the inte rest;; of the public, parttcularly those for 
wh01 n lt i~ ,Jlr t::cdy rcsp0:1$tb k . 

L ·I <YIJ · ·1s we all kno" ·. is the CC~p i ta l of . , "· • G . 
'.;igeria . and the Federcll o,·ernment ~ s 
di rectly responsib le fo r <L Ho"·ever: the re IS 

one thi n" which I " ·ould l<ke to mentw n about 
Lagos tc~ ri to r y ; it i,; ahout the pbnnmg o t th~ 
· ~ itY o t Lagos. .\; " ·e a re all awa re land 10 th<> 
~He; is scarce indeed , and the way the land at 
\ 'ictoria Island is being gi ,·en ~u t to the public 
lea,·es much to be desired. ~hortag:e of land 
in L agos is so acute that the only p~>rttOn which 
we have should be absolutely scrunmzed before 
it is given out. Developments are bound to 
com e up in L agos and one finds that an area 
!riven to a firm or a corporatiOn tS out of ~;ro
portion to the actual demands made by a hrm 

or company. 

I beg to support. 
Alhaji Bello Dandago (Gwarzo East) : I 

ri se to support the subject before the House. I 
svmpathise 11.ith the .\[e ~1ber for L~gos Central 
(Hr L. }. Doswzmu) tor whe n_e\ er anyt~tn~ 
conce rning Lagos comes up tor debate he 
natu rally '"ill han: to speak, somenmes eve 

(42) (+3) 
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ofl' the poin t. He is irrele,·ant this afternoon 
bec.tu sc he did not speak on· the Bill, l)u't just 
spoke h iJ personal wish. 

All th.n the Bdl is seeking to do is to stop 
profitee ri ng. not a quesnon of allocating land 
to :\[r .-\ or ~Ir B, or a q uest ion of somebody 
being depri,:ed of land. That is not the purpose 
of the Bill at a! !. The purpose is short anJ 
simple and all siJ cs of the House understanJ it 
to be so , excep t the :'.!em ber for Lagos Centra l. 
He has refused to unclerstanJ the real purport 
of this Bill, but prefers to >ee it from a different 
angle. So. for the first time, I am chargi ng 
him with irrclc,·ance. 

l beg to support . 

Rev. J. A. Akinyemi (Ilesha Rural) : This 
is a tYekomc Bill. It i; so in the sense that it 
s~cks to regulate the amount of compensation 
payable from pu blic fu nds in consequence of 
the compulsory acquis ition of lanJ in Lagos. 
:\o\\· the quest ion that arises is : \Vho gets the 
mone y, for the money is paid out of public 
funds ? If the money is paid to the native 
people of Lagos then one has got to look very 
carefu lly into this Bill and the purpose of the 
Bill itself ; bc~au,c . in my own opinion, \dtat 
th is Bill is seeking to do is to get the land of the 
L ago; people '1 nd then refuse to pay them 
adcqu:tte cornpcnc>ation . If it is so then one 
must ,·ie"· this Bill with 1·ery great suspicion, 
:mel one m:ty e,·cn regard it as being iniquitous 
in its Jesign . because you cannot get the land 
and then dep ri,·e the people of adequate 
compensa tion for the bnd . 

If the money goes to the alien~ as has been 
pointed out by the :\[ember for Lagos Central 
(Mr {,, J. Doslllll!ol<) then it is the c!uty of the 
Government an <l the Minister responsible for 
L agos Affairs to see that what ou~ht to go to 
Lagos people does not go into the hands of 
the aliens because in such a case as Lefore they 
\\'ill be losing on two ~rrounds : they will be 
losing part of their Janel end they will be losing 
part of th ·~ money whic!t should benefit them. 

Even then, in arsessing what OUI:(ht to be 
given to the landlords, I think the Minister 
ought to be gu idf'U by the location of the land 
itse: f because ioc:ltion of la.1d in c~ntral places 
should command l<igher va1ues than land in 
remote places. Anothe r thing is that the u til ity 
of the land either now or in the near future 
should be co nsidered in ~sessing compensation. 

\\ihetha the land ts sttuncd tn Ptdustn.tl a tl tc 11ortb and 1alue ol:.thts Btl!; other- t _at . t e . • J. t' .. th. ( '"pit3 1 o t the Rc pubhc. 
· · 1 · Ol' h. <ligmty requtre o '· " ' · o r not;_ and tt tt :s s ttu .~tcc_ tn ..au. 1nduslff'se he 1,ou ld not h.ti'C gonc•Jg.u nst tt \ c <=-. ., b .· " so I mntl cl ha,·c ex pected hi tr. to 

· ·are.t then tlt c co rnpcns:ttton sho tiJ be i t' Y tn the -,1,1 )· he dtd; and the ~ltnt.m• r nt I hat c tn , '. t' t·o- " ·!tat Ins been clone. . . . en 1 • h e~press '\Pl1rccLa wn a • The ~lt!ustcr ohould not JUSt s,t\' th.tt lhts • ·cc 11 ho is 1 1.,1 himsdt J ocs no t oppose t e · ' I . t to .1, ·ure him that the 
piece of land and so such «fi4P ' uch >h .1'.

0
b ·c ·tus~ he knows the Btl I is good for the Hol\ever,f I· 'd' an L· , 0·.· :rc thosc who hold 

b 1 · 1 · 1 l c ' owners o an tn -~~ • 
c t tc compcn,atw n to " ' p.uc. to r tt. opk uf Lagos las t w their bnJ :md do not aiiO\\' anyhoJy 

l \\ould al ~o like the :.Vlimster 1:1 ch.1rgel lf anybody goes to the ~lag istra:cs' Cour~s to take it from the m. 
L~tgos .-\ ff.tirs to look ·very cardulh· into ch a person will finJ that out ot C\lcryd ten C l) On a 

~ · 1 1 h or J.V1r L. J. Dosunmu ( Lagos entra : . _· 
comrl .1int< of the Lago~ l.md O\\ r.ers . Soises etght a rc cases t c.t tng Wit an 1 oint of orcler, the \lir.tste_r ~ron11scd to gt~e 
\\ccl·s .t<"O there were ma r<\ cr mpbintl.tuses or landed property, and tiHs 

15 
wtat Pth·· o rt'ton of land alon" h.dti S t r~e t to thooe 

the re " e::C press rcleaJes-~nd appe.tls bv ·5 B1ll seeks to regulate-c. om~ensatton ~ P " , 1 ' I 
Th B II ts h 'i•ph ced ·1•1J I thi n<', t te ·' •mster 

pcoei-.: " ·ho ha,·e been dislodaed fro m t ~'ve n to cltsplaced people. ts 1 wand w o are u · • • '· ' . h ' .. 
bnd and who hJ\'C bee:1 promioed ,tlterna see that what is d ue to .-\ is gi'·.~n to A an of Ddcnce will b~.l r me uut 111

. t •s. r_..:spcc . 
B I ttk sa that as the author or th~ ;c:h;;m<! ttsclt, ne J.t_J 

s ites bu t these promises have not been honour~hat is due to B is given to · • t one ' ·e ' rottt.t<" that those who \\Ould be dtsplaccd ,'n 
This is n<Jt oniv :be trouble of the L taos reo alk along .-\wo lowo l~ uad one finds_ that fiout P "~ 1 1 1 
l•ut also the p"rob lem of the Federal Gove;,f every one hundred houses mncty- n: Lagos C..:n tral wou !Ll _be otf~ rec ,\1\L \1\ t:-:e 
mcn t. leiong to aliens ; how they f;O t them n ~Jbody South \\'cst ,' ObalcnJe ~chemc. 

' ,, ~ .. It is this tvpc of thuw that thts Btll . 
Some people may ge t up and s~y : La~U\'-'· ·1. te fo r us I think it is for us In keeping with tlut promi,sc :It· a accG~~~ 

docs not bel ong •o a !articular paso :1" . I'f go111g to regu,a
1
. . . · f La"os -\!fairs for t ge the Go,·ernment p:tsseu. 0' cr ~ 

i t. · h 1 thank the -' mtstc:r o "' - 5 a · · ·1 · to these 
" t~rc ;ome o us can cla trn m .er p aces a; cP. . . . · o f Bill to this House at this area ak•ng Kcffi ~tree t pnma

1
n J ·h le l·•nd 

home t:J\\ tls o thers canna' . T hece a re sormng111g thts sor t eo le but a yea r alt~r or su t te " o "'' 
people who "·ere born and bred in L~gos .Jme. :\'asp ta,kcn a\\·ay- from them :md re -pa~celled 
wh? ha1·e no othe ~. pt:ces t:> claim Jil:c ~ This Bill is a welcome Bill and I ·~ant the among those who wero~ nr•t connected "tth the 
Chwf from Bentn. 1 he mtcre:<t of the~e peoJ!,rinister of L agos Affa trs to see t? tt that none people. 
who ha1·e nn other pbces to run to must f our lands i~ gi1·en to these altens as tt h~s · 
prntect~d ade'1 uatcly. een 

00
oing or. in t_h_e pa~t. _I welcome th1s Btll A,; I saiJ, the peo ple sw,tccl to agt:~~e. 

~ f Th wrote petitions to the I nmc ~ lt nt>•cr: 
I t 1's in this connection that, whi le I ,_· up rnmd thank the ~l t mstc r or 1t. ey ' 1 '[ ·t" o t . c· h ;'-.I' . ter of D dcnce anu t te ·' tnto c. 

th ~~ Bill , I '.\'.1\',t u c.lll .-,n the :.Vl::t i>rer of Larl Sittina suspwded : 3.25 p .m. ~ e ' ~ ~~airs that the p'romicc gi,·en to them 
.-\ ttatrs to see that :;.d,•qua tP. wmpensattOn I ~ a~-~~~~= i-ni tial stage shoulcl be honoured . . ~:md 
D. aiel to the displaced peop le. l, Sit til! ~ remmed : 4.00 p.m. \ \' · 1 promt ·cu ·o 

~ along th~ South- . ~st :::c 1_e:11e ,_ .. :: 
· j Th 'r· · t r of Finance (Chief the hon. tlto<~ ,,-Ito we re J.1spi~ccu ;n·>uiL_l be re,cn "'-_ Mr A. F . Odulana ( IJcbu South): I wou: e . / lfilS e . . ' . h B'll "~ 

like to say th:tt it i; the people \\'ho come ·F . S. Okotte-Ebon) : I n se to support t lie 1 
· for them and should not b~ gt,·cn to ot tte . 

r l · 1 · · f 1 H - d o.t d · I ,,-, -11 to conaratulate my co eague 1 That 1' ·the potnt mat.le l _agos 'unna t te s ttttn"' o t 1e au;'!:" an 'fr. omg so ·• <> d . L peop e. · > 
dO\;·n for on'L some ti ~e before returningt· opularly known as the Landlffor. otf agohs, 

· · . 1 i\ [ ' ·, , of I agos A atrs or t ts " 'lr S eaker : \\'ell, I do not th mk the thctr bush \Yho shour and cry about made'1ll• ~ ton. 1' tnto.er ' h ' b ht " P D \ 
· rc that he as roug 'I~ntb··r fo r L .t•TflS Cc.\t r.tl (.1[r '" 'o~m:t , compensation and these people are it' tl mgresstve measu . • f the -' ~ - " · Ji 

minr•ritv. · orward !n order to sa,·e the constttuento o ~aised a point of orcle r at .til. Th~ ~tan ng 
· lember for L aaos Central (i\llr Dosu11111U). Orders ha\ c cic.1rh· n~J.i·~ated "hen and "here 

Rev. Akinyemi : . On ~ point of order, s· l ay 1 know if tl~e Member fur L agos Central a point of order c·an be raised! amlf i.\l~~bm 
I dunk some people tn th1s honourable Ho an Alhaji now or a i.Vlallam ? should not take the opportumty o ratsmg a 
should stop insulting others by saving t . . thi r 1 oint of order to make long speeches such as 
some people oniy come to Lagos dilri;;,g t An hon. Member : He ts gomg s yea · ph Member for L agos Central has done. 
short period i~ which the House ~its and th The Minister of Finance : I hear that the ~~r this reason I am inclined to allow the 
go back to the!r bush. I d .1 ~ot know wh~th lemher for Lagos Central can never ~ecome i.Vlinister of Finance to commue hts spee~h . 
these people know the meamng of bush ; b 'l Alhaji because he is always staymg at 
whether they know it or not thev should st sale Eko 
insulting the intdligence of tht: Members · 
th_i,, House. l honestly feel that the point made by the 

-lembcr for L aaos Central as had been stated 
lreaJ y by the ~lembers who have spoken on 
his Bill is not relevan t to the debate. He ts 
uite aware that the ?vlinister is doin_g every
bing poss ible to protect land-owners 1~ Lagos 
nd also to develop the land of Lagos m order 

Mr Odulana : What I am stressing is 
only the people who are permanentlv re~ ide 
in Lagos know the value and worth of this Bi 
As the Member for Lagos Central (.llr L .. 
Dosunmu) has pul it, it show.< that he does n 

The Minister of Finance : I am grate~ul 
to the Member for Lagos Central for the pomt 
of order made excepting that he did not go far 

enough! 

Chief O. B. Akin-Olugbade (Egba South): 
Mr Speaker has himselt taken

1 
the same 

opportunity to make a long speech · 

(44) (+5) 
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j __ HOUSE_ OL REPRESE~T.-\ TIVES ______ H_on. _ _Q]arewaju : The death of ~; late 

J22i [La;:os Tomr Plann ing Billj S J .-\ :\L.-\R Y 1 '16~ 
d Orlwte In h~ resumed- Tomorr"t~. Mr Speaker : Order ! 1 ha1·c not rna e a 

1 I . I u rai:;eLl speech. I h:t1·e nn y ru eu on a pou 
by the :\[ember tor Lagos Centra l. 

The Minister of Finance : I support the 
Ilill, and. [ mn,·c that the Dd,;ttc be noll' 

adjourned. . 

The Minister of Works and S_urveys 
(.\lhaji the hon. :\[ulwmnadu Inuwa \\ ada): l 
be,: to second. 

QuesliotL put and agreed to. 

Resolved :That the Debate he now at!journ~t!. 

ADJOURNl\llENT 

' FEDERAL REP U BLI C Of ~lCER l.\ Chief Inspector Okakpu haJ no coni1cction 
\\'lth the death of :\Ir D:mcl Johnso n I3nggs . 

1 {,tin" made and Ou~.<1inn propr. scrl, Th; 
tlu~< f{ .,usr '' " rwrc adjuurn- (TH E :\[ l'-" 1>1, 

OF \\'oH"5 A'-"11 S u>\'EY:i ). · 

Thursday , 9th January, 196+ 

The /louse mel a/ IU a.m. 

PR.\ YERS 

(:\lr Speake r in the Chair) 

OATHS Ques tic11 put awl agreer' to. 

R esolv ed : That thi$ Hou$<! ,ln now at!jour Oath of Allegiance was administe red 
l following old :\[embers :-

to the 

,..ldjoumed accorcling/,· a/ fia minute.< 
j our o'clock . 

Pi Chief ;\[. W. Cbani 

:\!. H. G wandu 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

CABINET OFFICE 

Recruitment of Women Police Officers 

0.1147 Mr E. D. Akinbowale asked the 
· Prime i\[inister, how many women have been 
' rec rui ted into T he ~i~e ri a Pol ice Force si nce 

its inception, and what are thei r present ranks . 

( Minister of State (Hon. :\!. .\. 0. Ola-
1 rewaju) : 351 women have so far been recruited 
i into the ~igeria Police Force. T heir present 

I 

ranks are as follows :-

Deputy Superintend en t of Police._ 
.\ssistant Superintendent of Police 
Inspectors 
Sergeants 
Corporals 
Constables 

3 
22 
1+ 
9 

302 

Total . . 351 

I Mr S. D. Lar (Lowland East}: Of this 

l
r number, how many are of the ~orthern origin ? 

I 

!Vi:r I. A. Brown (Cyo South \·Vest): Will the 
hon. :Vlinister please tell us how many of this 
number are married ? 

Hon. Olarewaju :That is a new question. 

Death of Mr Okakpu 

0.1149. Mr W. 0. Briggs asked the Prime 
::\linister, if he will make a statement on the 
circumstances leading to the death of Chief 
Inspector of Police, Mr z. P. Okakpu, who, 
While investigating the case of David Johnson 
nriggs, was beaten and left unconscious at the 
roadside in the Ogui U rban Area and later 
drcd in hospital early in September this year. 

..,f"he late Chief Inspector and a Police Corpo
ral 11·ent to the Olympic Hotel, En ugu , about 
ll p.m. on 25th .\ugust, 1963 anJ when they 
left at 11.30 p.m. it was noticed that the 
deceased was drunk. 'A'hilc thel' were both 
making their way to a taxi th~ late Chief 
Inspector fell into a deep gutter and the 
Corporal , who was also drunk, went away 
in a taxi, making no effo rt to help the deceased . 

Later he reported the incident to the Central 
Police Station, Enugu. He has since been 
reduced in rank to a constable for not offering 
immed iate assistance to his co lleague. The 
Chid Inspec tor died later and. medical report 
stated that all the evidence points to an 
accidental inju ry. 

The late Chief Inspector had no connection 
whatsoe ,·er 11·ith the investigat ion of the case 
of theft of petrol in 11·hich :\lr Dm·id Johnson ~ 
Briggs and an Executive Officer attached to 
the :\-Iinistry of Finance were invoh·ed. l t 
was a coincidence that both died almost at the 
same time and in suspicious circumstances. 

Mr W. 0. Briggs (Degema) : There were 
stab wounds all o1·e r the bodv of the said 
Inspector Okakpu. . 

;~eged Murder of Officials in Enugu 

0.1150. Mr W. 0. Briggs asked the Prime 
:\Iinister, what progress has been made in the 
investigation of the murder of Mr David 
Johnson Briggs, Inspector Z . P. Okakpu, and 
an Executive Officer in Enugu who were to 
give vital evidence in a petrol deal case then 
pending in the Enugu Magistrate's Court. 

Hon. Olarewaju : Police investigations 
into the circumstances leading to the death of 
i.Vh David Johnson Briggs established that he 
committed suicide by hanging. A piece of 
cotton cloth was tied to his neck and hung 
from a branch with in the reach of such a person. 

:\-Iedical report confirmed that the knot 
must have been applied during life and certified 
the cause of death as asphyxia from hanging. 
The examination also revealed that there was 
no external bruising and that no part of the 
body was remo\·ed. 

(46) (·t7) 
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[Ho :-.-. OL\1\EW.-\J (;] Alhaji G ezawa : T he Prime :\ Ii ni:;ter has 
The dece,l:>cd was in charge of PWD Petro l al ready lookcLl into the matte r and hopes that 

Hon. Olarewaju : The question of post ing 
1ro men Police officers to the Annang Provincial 
Headquarters will be considered when the 
st rength of women Polic~ permits . · F II S t. E· n "U an([ It wa· part ot hts the machinery devised to co-ordinate the 

1 mg ta 10n, u" · ' , ' · . · · . f 1 . :\ [ · · · • · . II . · f 
re:>pons ib tllt ies to suppl v petrol to Golcrnment .. adllltte> o ne t\\ O: lntStrte> In ,t a~pects o 

I · 1 · · · • d d to Go1·· r•1 •• extc:rnal publlctty 1nll now 11·ork sat1sbctonly. ve He es on rcqutsltton or er an ~ . - Alleged Murder of Mr D. J. Briggs 
men t offic ials on cash payment. flt:tll·ccn Mr 0. C. Ememe (.\ba ~outh) : Is the 
Apr il anrl :\lay it 1n1s d isc?'·'.:.red he had Pri me :\Iiniste r aware that this type of non-

0.1275. Mr W. 0. Briggs asked the Prime 
\[inister , if he will make a statemen t of hi s 
findings on the murder of Da,·id Johnson 
Briggs, Storekeeper of the :\[inistry of \\"a rks,· 
Enugu, 11·hose decomposed body 11·as found 
somewhere at the Ogui C rban :\ rca on the 

supplieC:~ total number of b,6i6 )$allons ol co-operation between the t11·o .\li nisrers is 
p7trol to a ~ le rk attached. to the !.\Itnts try of creating a great deal of inetfi cicncy in our 
Fmance on forged requ tsttlon orders. Public Service ? 

Afte r the arrest o f the clerk it became obvious 
that the deceased was also implicated and a 
sta tement unde r caution 11·as taken from him . . -\ 
few da1·s late r he to ld his 11·ifc he was go ing '" 
Uwani.and tint 11 as the last l1<: ard of him. I t i~ 
belie ~·ed that he committeci suicide to a1·o id 
stand ing tria l. 

Regard ing the death of Chief l n~pcctn r 
Okakpu, [ refer the hon. :\[ember to m1· rcplv 
to his Questio n :\o. 0 .11+';. 

The Police are not a11·arc or· the mmder of an 
Executi1·e Office r in Enugu as alleged by the 
hon. :\[ember but 11·ill in•:e;tigate if he " ·mt!Ll 
supply details. 

Mr Briaas : Is it not true that certa in men in 
- d" ,. , ·ery hi" h p laces in Emwu arc in1·oh·e 1n t.1ts 

murder" and theft of pet;ol : 

Republic D ay Celebrations 

0.118-t Mr S. Nnaji askcLl the Prime 
:\ Iiniste r ho._,. m uch was spent on celebrat ions 
markin<> the countn·'s chan'!C to 3 Republi c on 
Octobe~ I. · ·· 

The Parl~mentary_ ~ecretary to 
Prime Minister (.\ lhaJ I ::,am Gezawa): 
expenditure was £2+,240-7 s-lld. 

Ajegunle Police Force 

the 
The 

0 .1215 : Mr D. Senu-Oke asked the Prime 
Minister, if he will increase the strength of the 
Police Force in Ajegunle in view of the increasing 
crime wave in the area at present. 

Hon. Olarewaju : The matter is under 
consideration. 

External Publicity 

0.1216 Mr 0. C. Ememe asked the Prime 
Ministe r, what plans he h~s to make the 
Ministries of External Affairs and Information 
co-operate in order to impro1·e the standard of 
our external publicity. 

Ikot-Okoro Police Station 29th .\ugust , 1963, where was he fou nd, what 
0.1217 Chie f R. A. Orok asked the Prime was the state of the decomposed body at time 

:\[ inistc r, 1dtcther in view of the fact that of disco1·erY; and whether it was found that 
Ikot-Oko ro Police Station has no means of certain vital parts of his body had been 
transpo rt he will consider providi ng more removed. 
,-chides to the unit to enable the Police w cope Hon. Olarewaju : The body of David 
11·ith the wave <?f crime in the area. Johnson Briggs was found in a Yery advanced 

Hon. Olarewaju : The question of pro,·id-' St_age of putrefaction in a cassa,·a fa rm at the 
in<> Ikot-Oko ro Police S tation with more l\ew Independence L ayout, Enu~IJ. 011 the 
Yehicles 11·ill be considered along with the 29th of .\ugust, 1963. 

requi rements of other Police U nits when funds Regard ing the other points r:ti;etl 1n the 
a re a1·atlab le. Question, I refe r the hon . :\!em ber to my 

reply to his Question :\o. 0.1150. 
~igerians in the Police Force 
• · 

0 
k k d h p · Mr Briggs .: Would the :\[in istc r tell us 

on the 0:1219 Ch1ef R. A. ro as ·e t e nm ,-hether there was a public autopsY 
:'l_lm1ster , If he ':~ II sta te the _number . 0 body of Da,·id Johnson Bri"as ? . 
:\1genans 111 the ::\1gena Poltce I· o rce g11·mg 0

" 

their ranks and Region of origin. Cost of 1963 Census 

Hon. Olarewaju :There are 15,63+. 
ranks are as follows :

Deputy I n,;pecto r- General 
Conunissioncr 
Deputy Commissioner 
.\ ssistant Commissioner 
Chief Superintenden t 
Superintendent 
D eputy Superintenden t 
.\ ss istant Superintendent 
Chief Inspector 
I n~peTctor 
S L.u ~ ... : ~;,p~~...lu r 
Rank and File 

Their" 0.1287. Mr N. Nwangbo asked the Prime 

2 
+ 
6 

29 
30 

Iinister, how much was spent on the I 963 
,Census . 

I Alhaji Gezawa : A sum of £2.5 mill ion 

t·as pro1· ided fo r the 1963 Census. The 
ctual expenditure incur red 1vill not be known 
ntil all the statements of accout~ are received. 

51 Publication of 1963 Census Figures 

2+~ ~:1288. Mr N. Nwangbo asked the Prime 
. lJ ~mtster, when the figures for the 1963 Census 
2~3 til hP. f'llb lished, and whet...'-ter he is making 

1+,,3 arliamentary seats on the basis of the new 
es. 

Total 

~~2 f..arrangemen~ for re-distribution o_f Federal 

15,634 Alb .. G 
==== aJt ezawa : The figures for the 1963 

nsus will be released as soon as the collation 
Annang Provincial Headquarters i data is completed. 

0.1220. Chief R. A. Orok asked the Pri~It is proposed to appoint a Delimitation 
Minister , if he will consider the desirabili . mmission as soon l3 the resu lt of the Census 
of att,1ching female Police Officers to t known and the compilation of the voters' list 
Annang Provincial H eadquarters. the basis of •'-' • -?• · : '~ '; -=~::-:;:-! : : :.' . 

1963 Population Ce nsus 

0.1289. Mr J. Chukwu ask~d the Pri me 
:\Iin istc r, if he ii alva-rc that a g reat many 
:\igc rians were not counted during the 
:\ovember 1%3 Census o11·ing to the fact th-dt 
the number of days allotted was too small, and 
if he will make provis ions for the District 
Officers of the areas affected to CQunt those 
citizens 11·ho ha1·e been left out. 

Alhaji Gezawa : ;\o, Si r. 
of the question does not arise. 

The second part 

Road Accidents 

0 .1290. Mr J. Chukwu asked the Prime 
:\ linister, what is the total number o f road 
acciden ts from October to December 1963 , and 
what steps arc being taken by the Police to 
check and reduce these accidents . 

Hon. Olarewaju : 1 regret that the answer 
to this Question cannot be supplied at so ,;hort 
a not ice as 11·c do not haYe a centra li sed monthlv 
returns from the Regions. · 

Compensation in respect of Mr Ita h 

0 .1291. Mr 0. J. Eminue asked the P rime 
:\liniste r, whether any compensation ha; !Jeen 
paid to the family of the late :\[r 0 . [ta h, the 
Police Officer who d ied while sen ·ing in the 
Congo. 

Hon. Olarewaju : D eath gratuity am! 
sen·ice allowances (L'nited :\ations) ha1·e been 
paid into the esta te o f the deceased officer. 

.-\ction is being taken to pay the dependants' 
allowance and the gratu ity due under sections 
18 (3) (a) (d) and 15 (6) respect ively, of the 
Police Act. 

Mid-Western Region's Expenditure 

0.1293. Mr S. 0. Ogundipe asked the 
Prime Minister, how much has been spent up
to-date in connection with the creation of the 
:\lid-Western Region, and how much more he 
intends to spend before the election into the 
Region 's H ous: vf .-\ssembly takes place . 

Alhaji Gezawa : A sum of £80,000 was 
provided for the Mid-West Refe rendum and 
£100,000 for the deliminatio n of co nstituencies 
a no e1eet•v., expenses. 
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The ac tual expenditure incurred will not be 
kno\\·n unt il all the statements of account for 

-the· CUr rent finan ciar \·carO\rc· rccein~-l[ 

Mr Ememe : \\"ill the Prime :\linister tell 
us " ·hethc r this amount includes the three 
million pounds supposed to be spent on the 
\Iid-\\"est dur in;; this period ? 

Mr Speaker :Tha t question reliu ires notice. 

EXTER.~AL AFFAIRS 

Statistics on Murder 

0.1294. Mr S. 0. Ogundipe asked the Prime 
~li nister ho11· manvcases of murder occurred in 
this country fro m ·January l 96 1 to :\o,·embcr 
I 963, and " ·here these cases occurred. 

The Parliame ntary Secretary to the 
Minister of External Affairs (:\Ir ~!. 0 . 
Okilo): Stat isti~s a\·ailabie in the Central C.L D. 
sho\\· that l ,333 case> of murder were rcportcd 
to the Police [;·om the lst of January, 196 1 to 
the 30th of :\o,·ember, l<J63. 

The cases \\·ere as follows: 

East 
\\"est 

657 
388 
261 
27 

The statistics have not ve t been broken down 
between the \\"estern and -~lid-Western Regions 
nor do thev show the towns 11·here the murders 
were con~itted. 

Policy on Racial Discrimination 

0.1148. Mr S. 0 . Kolade asked the 
\Iinister of External .-\!fairs if he will, make a 
statement clarifying :\igeria's policy on apar
theid in South Africa and the colonial policy of 
Portugal. 

Mr M. 0. Okilo :The Federal Government 
condemns the racial policies of the Government 
of South Africa and the colonial policy of 
Portugal. (Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker : Order Will Members 
please refrain from persistent interruptions. 

Mr Okilo : They are both apartheid and we 
cannot agree that any part of Africa belongs to 
a European nation like Portugal. We will 
therefore continue to devote our efforts to 
securing diplomatic rights for Africans in South 
Africa and others in Angola and other Portu
guf'se territories in Africa. 

As I have said in the past, we are not against 
h l f S I Af - p 1 b 0.1152. Mr A. U. D. Mbah agked the 

t e peop e o out 1 nca or ortuga ut we 1. . f E 1 '\ff · ·f h ·ll 
an: against the racial and colonial pol icies o ~hii1I Stl;l. 0 t /.t~~n~ ~ tialrs, ~ - l e, .t. _srHe 
their Go~·ernmenfs:- In ·this conncctio1i, then he am_<l(Jn tlo t a';-.;· ot_ ;anci.t • t<.:c ltllc.t 

1 
or 

f ederal Government has supported all reason.! ~t, ~nnse \a . ' 1fgcna 
1 

as
0

g1'·ebn tol ')
6
o
0
t ler . . . . J cuncan countnes rom st cto er to 

able a~d ~racttcal .n:'?ves "· ~thin and ?uts1dc the i ·t October l 963. ' 
Orgamsat!O n o~-l.tncan {.; mty to gtve all the. > ' 
races in South Africa their normal rights and: Mr Okilo : It is not the policy of the 
also to liberate those Afncans still unde1· Go,·ernment to publicise details of aid-
colonial domination. I finan cial, technical or otherwise- gi,·cn to 

. . . , other African countries. I shall be prepared to 
l\'lr M. C. K. Obt (.-\tenma1) : Howdoes tnje communicate the information directly to my 

~!miste r of External Affatrs reconcile the hon. Friend should he so wish. 
statements ?-{lntermptions). 

Opening of an Embassy in Israel 

M~ Speak~r : T~e ~l inister is capable 0.

1 

O.l1S3. Mallam J. M. Damla asked the 
replymg to this questiOn. !\linister of External .-\.ffairs, how soon we are 

The Minister of External Affairs ( Hon! go ing. to ha\·e an Emba~:"Y in Israel, and "·hy 
Jaj a \\"achuku) : There is no thing in thq there IS none up to thts time. 
ans\\·e r that is inconsistent with . the sta;emen\ Mr Okilo : The establishment of :\igerian 
that the :\lm1ster made, and tl the :\ a:mbe< }lissions in Israel and in other cou ntries in 
for Afenmai (Jlr :""!· C. K . O bi) had r ead tlli; which Nigeria needs to be represented is 
spcech of the ~Imtste r wluch \ras ~1rculat receiving due consideration. .-\s the :\ l ~mber 
to all t_h e l\Iembers, he \\·ou ld by nn\\· lr for Pankshin \\"est (.1lallam ]. .1!. n. /1/: .'~i ) 
aware ot that. (.-lpplause). I himself is aware,•there are many factors to be 

taken into t:0nsidcr:1ti "n . such :'ls : h _· :1\··li i:J l, iE:·.
of funds and trained personnel who will ma;1 
such an embassy. 

:Y!r Speaker : I ha,·c not~c~d t!;.n rz1 c: re _ 
a loud applause in the gallery. This is nr.o 
allowed. If the gallery continues to make th:l 
applause to the disturbance of the HousJ 
then I might use the Standing Orders of th: 
House to clear them. J 

Establishment of Embassies in Communi> 
OW>antries f 

0 .1151. Mr J. Chukwu asked the C\linis~ 
of External Affairs if he will consider 
desirability of establishing Embass ies in Bul -
ria, Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia to prot 
the interests of our Nationals living there and 
project the image of Nigeria to these countri 

Mr Okilo : It is the intention of the Go,·e 
ment to establish as many embassies as· possi 
in all independent countries but, as h 
Members will know, it is not yet possible 
my Ministry to do this because of finan · 
and staff considerations. 

At present, Nigeria has an embassy which 
headed by an Ambassador in Moscow. 0 
diplomatic missions should be opened 
Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia and o 
countries as soon as possible. · 

The fact that the :\igerian Go,·ernment h'ts 
established diplomatic relations with Israel is 
of course an indication of the in tention of the 
Government to open an embassy in the country 
in due course and at an appropriate time . 

Dr P. U. Okeke (Onitsha l\orth Cent ral) : 
Will the :\linister be kind enough to tell this 
House on what principle the opening of 
embassies by ?-ligeria in other countries is 
based? 

The Minister of External Affairs (Hon. 
Jaja Wachuku): The time is so short for me 
to analyse the principles, nevertheless, I can 
assure the Member for .Onitsha North. Central 
(Dr P. U. Okeke)" that I am thinking very 
seriously of the necessity for epening an 
Embassy in Israel. 

Yugoslavia 

0.1221. Mr D. Senu-Oke asked the Mini· 
ster of External Affairs if he will consider 
setting up a Nigerian Embassy in Yugoslavia 
as a matter of urgency. 

(50) 

Mr Okilo : The Go,·ernment is guided in 
its dec ision to open diplomatic miss ions by a 
number of considerations which includes the 
availability of funds and trained staff. Like 
any other country which maint~i ns diplomatic 
rela tions with :\igeria, the decision to open 
an Embassy is a reciprocal measure which will 
be considered in the light of the abo\c factors 
and at the most appropri,ue time. 

Nigerian Embassy in Rome 

0.1222. Mr D. Senu-Oke asked the ~lini
ster of External .-\!fairs how much it cost the 
Federal Go,·ernmcnt to purchase the build ing 
of tr.c :\igerian Embassy in Rome , and "·hen 
the building was b0ught. 

Mr Okilo : The property o"·ned by the 
:\ige:ian Embassy in Rome was bought on 
the 25th October, 191\ l for £120,000. 

Communist China and Eastern Germany 

0.1223. Mr 0. C. Ememe 
~linister of External .-\ ifairs whv 
no dio !nn1:Hic relat in ;1:; ,,·i th. 
China ~nd Eastern Germany. 

ask cLt the 
:\igcria has 
c~ ) !l ~ 'l':r~ i .;· 

Mr Okilo : .-\s "the :\l ~mber for .-\.ba ::;ourh 
(.llr 0. C. Ememe) is aware, t-he Gon:rnment 
is guided in its decis;on ')n the establishment 
of diplomatic missions bv a nu mber of con 
s idera tio,~s some of "·hich include tr.c a,·aila
h il it,· of r't tn L1.;; ~1 nd tr:'.i :·.l.! :.l pc rs ,) n t ~~o: !. \ \ · ~.: J i"~o: 
also· guided by our policy of non-alignmen t 
and would naturally " ·ish to help in reconciling 
differences instead of widening them. .-\ccord
ingly, our Government is pursuing st.-:.h pol icy 
with regard to China and Eastern Germany 
which will bring about a solution. 

MOTIONS 

B USINESS OF THE Hot:SE 

The Minister of Finance (Chief the hon. 
F. S. Okotie-Eboh) : I beg to move-

That, at this day's sitting, Government 
Business shall be exempted from the provi
sions of Standing Order 5 (Sittings of the 
House), provided that at 6 p.m. :\Ir Speaker 
shall suspend sitting until 9 p.m. 
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I think this is a clear :\lotion which docs not 
require any further explanation from me. But 
I would like to se ize this opportunity to appeal 
to hon. :\'Iembers who are most vociferous in 
asking for the extension of sitting days to, 
please, be businesslike, because it is no use if 
hon. :\!embers come here only to criticise the 
government for not extending the sitting of the 
House for so many days . Yesterday afternoon 
for instance, we were unable to get up to 20S 
:\!embers in a House of 312 :\[embers, and 
the very :\!embers who criticised the govern
ment in the morning were no where to be 
found in the afternoon. 

We want i\Iembers to be businesslike. 

An lion. Member : We are discouraged . 

The Minister of Finance : Any hon. 
:\!ember 11·ho is discouraged, should resign. 
If a :\Iember says he is discouraged and 11·i ll 
therefore not come here in the afternoon, 
certainly such a .Member i;; not doing a good 

.:urn to h1s constituency. 

Mr A. f_ Odulana (Ijebu South): On a point 
of order, some l\Iembers on that side of the 
House walked out yesterday and later came 
back: But when they are walki ng ou t, the 
:\ Im1ster of Finance did not ask them to return. 
The :\[ember who said that we are no t en
couraged is telling the truth. We want 
encouragement from you. 

Mr Speaker : It is not a point of order. 

~ E. D. Akinbowale (Ijebu .\"orth) ; On 
a pomt of order, many Ministers were absent 
from the House yesterday afternoon. 

Mr Speaker : This is also not a point of 
order. 

The Minister of Finance : This is all I 
want to say. I now want to draw the attention 
of hon. Members present this morning to the 
Orders of the Day and Notices of Motions. The 
first Bill on t?e Order Paper ':"hich i.s the Lagos 
Town .Planm~g ~Compensation) B1ll, requires 
two-thirds maJOnty and so also is the Constitu
tion (Interpretation) Bill-No. 7 on the Order 
Paper. 

I am app~aling to hon. Members to, please, 
stay around 1f they have letters and other things 
to attend to ; I would also like to appeal verv 
strongly that after voting for the Lagos Tow~ 
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please, not go .awayr but r<.:rnain for" the othe;-. timer thc._.ThircLtime and everyth ing will be 
Bi ll-Constitution (I nterpretation) Bil l, so that tin ished 11·ith. The same thing happened 
we can finish them this mornin". T his would vesterday when a very important Bill was 
enable people like the hon . :\ Icm'Lcr for o~aema nnished up just like that and now the :\linister 
(.l!r Briggs) who ha1·e othe r cngagcmcr.ts ~0 be of Finance complains of people who did not 
free to go and to do so. come yeste rday afternoon. :\[em bers of Parlia

I beg to mo1·e. 

Minister of State ( Hon. 
Ohlre11·aju): I beg to second. 

\I. . -\. 0 . 

l'vlr W. 0 . Briggs ( Degcma) ; T he fact that 
the House. was not ,,·ell attended yesterday 
afternoon IS one more Important point 11·hv 
11·e should have mor~ days to sit . i; l; <cad a"f 
ha1·ing to rush the business. 

\\'e must take into conside ration the fact that 
at certain hours of the d a1·. :\icmbers of 
Parl iament either get tired to come to the 
House or fee l that they ha1·e one or two 
engagements to attend to . In which case 
I think that there is a dear aro-umcnt fo; 
extension of the Session for more"' dan when 
debates in this House 11·ould be c.;nJucted 
properly. We cannot just come here anJ rush 
o1·er things. This Session is go ing to last for 
only three days. There ought to ha1·e been a 
legitimate sitting of thi s House in ::\01·ember 
or December ; it was postpon ed till <his time, 
and yet for only th ree days . \\·~ ha·:e come 
all the way from as many as 500 or 600 m iles 
only to sit for three days and collect our allow
ances and go away. I t is the ta" payers' 
money. and we cannot run th is Parliament as a 
"shoe makers' shop the day before Christmas .. , 
(Applause) . 

ment arc frustrated and th ~ t is 1rhy they did 
not come yeste rday afte rnoon. 

The :\linister kno11·s that nigh t sittings are 
ne1·e r popular 11·ith :\Iembers . I am sure 
\[embers 11·ill not come and it is because he 
kno11·s that they 11·ill not come that he is putti ng 
up some unpopular Bills. T h3t is 11·hy he is 
e~d1·ocating for thi s night sitt ing. 

I beg to oppose. 

Mr Speaker: \ [r Ekan~m. 

Dr P. U. Okeke (Onitsha ::\orth Central) : 
On a point of order, the :\[ember for Enyong 
South (Jlr Ekanem) must remember that he is 
no more on the Opposition bench . 

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South) ; It is 
wrong to say that night sittings 3re not popular 
with :\Iembers of this honourab le House. 
T he Leader of the House made a statement 
vesterday- ( Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker : Really we must get down to 
se rious business. There has been quite a lot 
of heckl ing 11·hich is 1·cry unnecessary and h3s 
·,·asted a lot of the time of the House. I do no t 
think r should allow that again. 

Mr S . 
1 

• • ~[r Ekanem : -~~ I said earlier on , night 
. peaker · Orde~ · I ha\e already . s1ttmg should contmue not only to-day but 
~nformed the applauders ~~ the Gallery that It ' even tomorrow. We are paid to come here 
IS out of order to do so. It there is any r·urther I we are paid to work even up to the very early 
applaus~ from the Gallery, I will not hesitate hours of the morning. 
to clear tt out. 

Mr Briggs : All I am doing is to . al . Therefore, to a good Parliamentarian and to 
earnestly to the Leader of the Hous ~ppe : ~ry a man who has the interest of the country at 
the feelings of Members and the p~ ~ ~on~t t~r heart, night and day are the same. I only 
ta.'< pavers that pay him ~nd pay ll c f e s 

0 
We hope that those who are against night sitting 

have c"ome to perform the duties : s/ u~ t e Wtll change their minds and turn up to-night 
by the tax payers who are also the v~~~:s . 0\-~: 10 good number. 

cannot just steamroll things or hurry things . Mr A. 0. Ogunsanya (Ikeia) : I would 
up here. 1 k J 

T o-day, .we a:e having t.he Supplementary 
Appropnatwn B1Il, a very Important Bill like 
that. It will be read the First time, a Second 

1 e to say that, in spite of the unpopularity of 

rushed through.--- I say, with the utn1os t ... . 
respect to the Govcrnm~nt th ,lt ,,·c ha1·e not 
been given adequate opportun ity tu look into 
llills brc~ht before th is H <> usc and we are 
not happy about it. 

There arc many learned :\[embers here, 
particularly on rny sick of the House-the 
side from which we get most of the professors 
and doctors- ( Interruptions ). 

Mr Speaker : Order, order. The House 
must rea ll y get some orde r in order to do some 
business. [ wonder how far we arc going 
at this rate . It is not good 1nakin~ Standing 
Orders and disrespect ing them. 

Alhaji Mohammed :Vluhtari Sarkin Bai 
(Dambatta) ; [ challen ge anyone of these 
professors to a public debate on anv matter at 
any time. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resohed; That at this day 's sitting, GOI·ern
ment Business shall be e"empted from the 
provisions of S tanding O rde r 5 (Sittings of the 
House) , pro1·ided that at 6 p.m. :\[r S peaker 
shall suspend sitting un til 9 p.m. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

L.\G05 Tow~::.A:-.::-.:r:-.: c (Co:\lPE:-.:5ATro:-.:) BrLc.: 
.-\o]Ot.:R:-.:ED DEBATE o:-.: S Eco:-.: o RBDI:-.:c 

(8TH }.\:-.:U!\Y) 

JVlotion made, and Qrt~stion agt:in pmposed. 
That the Bill be rw·w read <l Second time. 

Question put, and purmant to Section 42 of 
the Constitution, the H ouse di-vided. 

Ayes: 238 Noes: Nil. 

AYES 

Name of lv!ember 

Abasi, S. A. 
Abdul, M. Salihu 0. 
Abdullahi, Alhaji Rilwanu 
Abubakar, Alhaji Abdulkadir 
Abubakar, M Garba Jabo 
Abubakar, Alhaji {Magajin Gari ) 
Abubakar, M. Tanko 
Adamu, Alhaji {Sarkin Tafarki) 
Adeyemo, B. A. 
Afolabi, R. A. 

(52) 

what the Member for Degema (.VIr Brig,r:s) 
has said, it must be emphasised in this Parlia
ment that, when Bills are brought before the 
House, the general trend is that they are often Aghahowa, D. E. Y. 

(53) 
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N ame o/ iHember 

Aharnefula, D. 0. 
Allanana, M. Yakubu 
Ajasin, M. A. 
Akerele, Chief A.*" 
Akin-Olugbade, Chief 0. B. 
Akinyerni , J. A. 
Akor, J. A. 
Akpan, P. 0. 
Akwiwu, E. C. 
Alangade, M. A. Muharnrn;;du 
Anzah, M. Auta 
Araka, E. 0. 
Atiku, Alhaji 
Atiku, M. Umaru Madagali 
Attahir, M. 
Ayeni, U. 0. 

Baba, Alhaji Ahmadu A. 
Babandi, Alhaji Ahrnadu 
Babatunde , S. A. 
Balla, M. Albatan Yerima 
Barko, M. Maaji Kachalla 
Bauchi, M. Abdu 
Bayero, Alhaji Abubakar 
Bayero, Alhaji Kabiru 
Bayero, M. Muhammadu 
Biehl, Alhaji Bello Farar Hula 
Bici, M. Ismaila Abdullahi 
Billiyong, M. D. Bulus 
Biu, M. Sule Abba 
Briggs, W. 0 . 
Brown, I. A. 
Bungudu, M. Atto 

Chiedozie, C. 
Chikelu, I. 0. 
Chuku, H. 0. 
Chukwu, D. N. 
Chukwu, J . 

Dada, G. K. 
Damla,J. M. 
Donbappa, Alhaji Baba 
Daura, Alhaji L. 
Daura, M. Saidu 
De-Omomadia, J. K. 
Dosunmu, L. J. 
Dukku, M . Abdulkadir 
Dusinma, M. Ba!a Muhamrnadu 
Dutse, M. Arninu Suleirnan 

Eboigbodi, J. B. 
Ede, J. 0. 
Effiong-Spatts, A. E. 
Ejukwa, P. I. 
Ekanem, P. E. 
Eko, U. U. 
Eleke, P. 0. 
Elenwa, N. E. 
Emenogha, V. A. 
Eminue, 0. J. 
Enefola, D. 0. 
Eneh, G. 0. D. 
Enwo, N. 
Etukudo, T. !. 
Ezera, Dr K. 
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Name of iv[ember 

Gada, M. Garba M. 
Gajiran, M. Muktar 
Galkogo, M. Umaru 
Garba, M. Turakin Paiko 
Gauyarma, Alhaji Muharnmadu 
Gaza, C'. Tangul 
Gella, !'vi. Umaru 
Gbolagunte, D. M. 
Gumel, Alhaji Urnaru 
Gusau, JVI. Ibrahim 
Gwandu, M. Haliru (Wakilin Gona) 
Gwarzo, M. Muhammadu 
Gwarzo, Alhaji Usman 
Gwate, Alhaji Muhammadu 

Haruna, Alhaji !sa 
Haruna, Alhaji Waki lin Daji 
Hindi, Zanna A. Musa ' 

Ibrahim, Abubakar A. 
Ibrahim, Baba Shehu 
Igwe, J. 0. 
!he, F. U. 
Ikeh, B. 0. 
Iketuonye, V. 
Iko, M. !sa 
Ilesha, M. Yesu..~ 
!sa, M. Ladan 
!sa, Alhaji Zaraki 

Jiah, M . Abel 
Janjuna, M. Muhammadu 

Kaita, Alhaji Damale 
Kangi\va, 1\tl. Garba 
Kano, Alhaji Aminu 
Kaura, M. Ali :-<akura 
Karani, M. Uwaisul 
Kirim, M . Abdu 
Ko lade, S. 0. 
Kumo, M. Muhammadu 
Kura, Alhaji Muhammadu 

Lajide, V. L. 
Lar, S.D. 
Layya, M. Shekarau Ka'a 

J2 

M~uta, M. Abdullahi (Galadima Katsina) 
Matdugu, M. Abdulkadir (Dan Iyan Hadejia) 
Maigari, M . Haikali 
Maikaita, M. Dambo Ibrahim 
Maikayari, M. Galadima 
Maitama, M. Ibrahim Na 
Maltumbi, Alhaji Umaru 
Mani, M . Iro 
Mariere, ChiefS. J. 
Mashi, M . Iro (Iyan Katsina) 
Mohamed, M. Yusha'u A. 
Mohamed-Munir, A!haji (Mutawallin Kano) 
Monguno, Shettima Ali 
Mordi, E. A. 
Muhammadu, Alhaji Aliyu 
Muhtari, Alhaji Mohammed (Sarkin Bai) 
Muku, M. Ibrahim 
Muojeke, R. N . 
Muri, Alhaji Adamu 

(54) 

J 32+5 [Lagos Town Planning 

Name of i'v["nb<r 

f 

Nadabo, M. Ibrahim 
Nas, M. Wada 
Niogi, M. Muhammed 
Nnaji, S. 
Nwalieji, V. A. 
Nwangbo, N. 
Nweke, 0. 0 . 
Nwofokoda, J. N. 

Obi, M. C. K. 
Odebunmi, J . D. 
Odey, J. U. 
Odigbo, V. A. 
Odo, E. A. 
Odulana, A. F. 
Odurinde, A. A. 
Ogbalu, F. C. 
Ogedengbe , S. A. 
Ogundipe , S. 0. 
Ogunkanmi, E. J. 
Ogunsanya , A. 0. 
Okay, D. D. U. 
Okeke, Dr P. U. 
Okoronkwo. F. I. 
Okunowo (:\<l.B.E.), Chief E. 0 . 
Oladapo, S. A. 
Oladiran (Oba) , S. A. 
Olaore, J. 0. 
Olatunde, P. B. 
Olomoda, M. Abdusalami 
Oloyede, T. 0. 
Onugu, N. N. 
Onwuchekwa, I. S. 
Opia, A. 
Orok, Chie f R. A. 
Ornnsaye, D. N. 
Oyewole , S. A. 

Rahar, M. Abbas 
Ribadu. M. Ahmadu 
Ringim, Alhaji Saiyadi 

Sadiq, M. Abba 
Saleh, M. Yerima 
Sanusi, M. Sarkin Abbas 
Senu-Oke, D. 
Sokoto, Shehu Na Ita 

Tafida, Alhaji Aminu 
Taiwo,J. 0. 
Tarka, J. S. 
Terab, M. Abba 
Tobun, L. 0. 
Tokula, P. 0. 

Ubani Chief, M. W. 
Udenvi, J. U. 
Udo-Inyang, D. S. 
Ukah, N.D. 
Ukeebu, B. N. 
Ukueku, T. E. 
Umar. M. Muhammadu Sagir 
Umoh, P. U . 
Usrnan, M. (Wazirin Kontagora) 
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.Va me of J [emba 

Wanbai, M. Muhtari Abdu llahi 
'Waziri, M. Maina· 
Waziri, ~1. Umaru Dan 

Yacim, ]. A. 
Yelwa, M . Muhamma du Aminu 
Yola, M. Abba 
Zanga, I\-1. Saidu 

Comme rce and Industry (:\<linis ter of) 
De fence (Minister of) 
Economic Developme nt (:\linister of) 
Establishme nt (Minis ter of) 
Finance (Minister of) 
External Affairs (:\<liniste r of) 
Information (l'vlinister of) 
Interna l Affairs (Minis,cr of) 
Lagos Affairs (Minis t.o r of) 
Mines and Power (:\<linis ter of) 
Transport and Aviatio n (:\lini s ter of) 
Works and Surveys (:\·l[r, ister of) 
Adaji, :>Ial!a m H ashi ru (~-Iin£s t e r of State ) 
Amt:chi, :\<1. (:\<linis te r of :O tate ) 
Galadima, Alhaji Ibrahim Tako (Minis te r of 

State) 
Maitambari, Alhaji lismanu (Minister of State) 
Mbadiwe, Dr K. 0. (:\<linister of State) 
Olarewaju, M.A. 0. (:\<linister of State ) 
Omo-Osagic, Chief H. (:\<Iinister of State) 

Ahmed, Alhaji Usrnan Angulu 
Bissalla, Alhaji Ali yu 
Fatika, M. Ahmadu 
Gezawa, l'v!. Sanni 
Gombe, M. Hamza 
Isandu, :\1. Abubaka r 
Lamuy.:, (Prince) .-\. 
l'vfap e u, Dominic 1\-1. 
Nwika, S. F. 
Offor, F. E. 
Okilo, :VI. 0. 
Ug,vu, D. C. 
Zungum, M. Aliyu 

T ellers f or Ayes 

Alhaji B. Dandago 
Prince D. N . Abii 

T"llers for Noes 

E. D. Akinbowale 
J. 0. Olaore 

Ayes-233 

Noes-Nil 

Bill accordingly read a Second time and 
immediately considered in Committee. 

LAGOS TowN Pt.-1...'<:-11:-IG (Co:-.tPENSAT!0:-1) 

BILL-CONSIDERED 1:-1 Co~r~nTIEE 

Clauses 1-2-ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Bill reported, tuitlwut Amendment. 
Question, That the Bill be IIOtV read the Third 

ti1i;e, put and the House div ided. 

(55) 
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,\'arne of A/ember 

AYES 
Abasi, S. A. 
Abdul, M. Salihu 0. 
Abdullahi, Alhaji Rilwanu 
Abubaka r, Alhaj i Abdulkadir 
Abubakar, M. Garba ] a bo 
Abubakar, Alhaji (Magajin Gari) 
Abubakar, M. Tanka 
Adamu, Alhaji (Sarki n Tafarki) 
Adeyema·, B. A. 
Afolabi, R. A. 
Aghahowa, D. E. Y. 
Ahamefula, D. 0. 
Allanana, M. Yakubu 
Ajasin, M. A. 
Ajibola, A. A. 
Akerele, Chief A. 
Akin-Oiugbade, Chief 0. B. 
Akinyemi, J . A. 
Akor, J. A. 
Akpan, P . 0 . 
Akwiwu, E. C. 
Alangade, M. A. Muhammadu 
Anzah, M. Auta 
Araka, E. 0. 
Atiku, Alhaji 
Attahir, M . 
Ayeni, U. 0 . 

fiaba, Alhaji Ahmadu A. 
Babandi, Alhaji Ahmadu 
Ba batunde, S. A. 
Ba lla, M. Albatan Yerima 
Balami, M. Balangu 
Barko, M. Maaji Kachalla 
Bayero, Alhaji Abubakar 
Bayero, M. Hamidu A. 
Bavcro, Alhaji K:.hiru 
Bichi, Alhaji Bello Farar Hula 
Billiyong, M. D. Bulus 
Briggs, \V. 0 . 
Bungudu, :'vL Atto 

Chiedozie, C. 
Chikelu, I. 0. 
Chuku, H. 0. 
Chukwu, D . N . 
Chukwu, J. 

Dada, G. K. 
Dame-Oboh, Chief P. 
Oanbappa, Alhaji Baba 
Daura, Alhaji L. 
Daura, M. Saidu 
De-Omomadia, J. K. 
Dosunmu, L. J. 
Dukku, M. Abdulkadir 
Dusinma, M. Bala Muhammadu 
Dutse, M. Aminu Suleiman 

Eboigbodi, J . B. 
Ede, J. 0. 
Efflong-Spatts, A. E. 
Ejukwa, P. I. 
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Ekanem, P. E. 
Eko, U. U. 

Bill : Third R eading) 

Name of i'vl ember 

Eleke, P. 0 . · 
Ele nwa, N. E. 
Emenogha, V. A. 
Eminue, 0. J . 
Enefola, D. 0. 
Eneh, G. 0. D. 
Enwo, N. 

• Etukudo, T. I. 
Ezera, Dr K. 

Fajimi, S. 0. 

Gada, M. Garba M. 
Gajiran, M. Muktar 
Ga!kogo, M. Umaru 
Garba, M. Turakin Pa iko 
Gauyarma, Alhaji Muhammadu 
Gaza, C. Tangul 
Gella, JVL Umaru 
Gbolagunte, D. M. 
Giadom, K. 
Gorzau, Alhaji Ahmadu 
Gumel, Alhaji U m a ru 
Gusau, M. Ibra him 
Gwandu, M. Haliru (Wakilin Gona) 
Gwarzo, !\.[. Muhammadu 
Gwarzo, Alhaji Us m an 

Haruna, Alhaji Isa 
Haruna, Alhaji Wakilin Oaji 
Hindi, Zanna A. Musa 

Ibrahim, Abubakar A. 
Ib rahim, Baba She hu 
ldiong, S. U. 
Ifezue, E. 0. 
!he , F. U. 
Ike h, B. 0. 
lketuonye, V. 
Iko, M. !sa 
Ilesha, M. Yesufu 
!sa, :VI. Ladan 
!sa, Alhaji Zaraki 

Jiah, M. Abel 
Janjuna, M . Muhammadu 

Kaita, Alhaji Damale 
Kangiwa, M . Garba 
Kano, Alhaji Aminu 
Kaura, M. Ali Nakura 
Karani, M. Uwaisul 
Kirim, M. Abdu 
Kolade, S. 0. 
Kudu, M. Datti 
Kumo, M. Muhammadu 
Kura, Alhaji Muhammadu 

Lar, S.D. 
Layya, M. Shekarau Ka'a 

Mahuta, M. Abdullahi (Galadima Katsina) 
Maidugu, M. Abdulkadir (Dan Iyan Hadejia) 
Maigari, M. Haikali 
Maikaita, M. Dambo Ibrahim 
Maikayari, M. Galadima 

(56) 

3H8 3249 [Lago' Tot•n Planning 

Name of iY! ember 

Federal Parliament Debates 

9 j.-\.t.'\,"UARY 1964 Bill: Third Reading) 

Name of A/ember 

3250 

!aitama, M. Ibrahi~Na 
Maltumbi, Alhaji Um:iru 

~
!ani, M. Ira 
(ariere, ChiefS. J . 
(ashi, M. Iro (Iyan Katsina) 
!bah, A. U. D. 
!oham ed, M. Yusha'u A. 
(ohamed-Munir, Alhaji (Mutawallin Kano) 
(onguno, Shettima Ali 
onauno, Zana Isa 
!uh~mmadu, Alhaji Aliyu 
(uhammadu, Alhaji (Sarkin Gobir) 
!uhtari, Alhaji Mohammed (Sarkin Bai) 

Muku, M. Ibrahim 
uojeke, R. N. 

Muri, Alhaji Adamu 

Nadabo, M. Ibrahim 
Nas, M. Wada 
Ningi, M. Muhammed 
Nnaji, S. 
Nwalieji, V. A. 
Nwangbo, N. 
Nwofokoda, J. N. 

Obi, M. C. K. 
Odebunmi, J. D. 
Odey,J. U. 
Odigbo, V. A. 
Odo, E. A. 
Odulana , A. F. 

, Odurinde, A. A. 
O~ba lu , F. C. 

jOgedengbe, S. A. 
Ogundipe, S. 0. 
Ogunkanmi, E. J. 

IOgunsanya, A. 0. 
Okay, D . D . U. 
Okeke, Dr P . U. 
Okoronkwo, F. I. 
Okunowo (:VLB .E.), Chief E. 0 . 
Oladapo, S. A. 
Oladiran (Oba), S. A. 
Olatunde, D . P. 
Olomoda, M. Abdusalami 
Oloyede , T. 0 . 
Onugu, N. N. 
Onwuchekwa, I. S. 
Opia, A. 
Orok, Chief R. A. 
Oroosaye, D. N. 
Oyewole, S. A. 

Sadlq, ~L Abba 

Se 
usi, M. Sarkin Abbas 

nu-Oke, D. 

8 
koto, Shehu Na Ita 

Wem, Kundu 

Tafida, Alhaji Aminu 
Taiwo, J. 0. 
Tarka, J. S. 
Terab, M. Abba 
Tobun, L. 0. 
Tokula, P. 0. 
Ubani Chief, M. W. 
Ude nyi , J . U. 
Udo-Inyang, D. S. 
Ukah, N.D. 
Ukegbu, B. N . 
Ukpong, B. U. 
Ukueku, J. E. 
Umar, M. Muhammadu Sagir 
Umoh, P. U. 
Usman, M. (\Vaz irin Kontagora) 
Umaru, Madagali 
Waziri, 1\of. ?vtaina 
\Vaziri, M. Um aru Dan 
Yacim, J. A. 
Yelwa, M. M uhammadu Aminu 
Yola, ;\ !. Abba 
Za n go, M. Saidu 

Commerce and Industry (Minis te r of) 
Defence (Minister of) 
Economic Developm ent (Minis ter of) 
Establisl-,:ne nt (:'v!iniste r of) 
Fina nce (Minis ter of) 
External Affairs (Minis ter of) 
Information (Minis ter of) 
Internal Affairs (M inister of) 
Lagos Affairs (Minister of) 
Min es and Power (Minister of) 
Tcans eo rt nnd _\,·i nti o n (:'--!i ni,;~ r of) 
Works and Surveys (Minis ter of) 

Adaji, Mallam Has hiru (Minister of State) 
Amechi, i'vi. (Minis ter of Sta te ) 
Ga ladima, Alhaji Ibrahim Take (M inister of 

State ) 
Maitambari, Alhaji Usmanu (Ministe r of State) 
Mbadiwe, Or K. 0. (:'-.!inis ter of State) 
Ola r ewaju, M. A. 0. (M inister of S ta te) 

Ahmed, Alhaji Usm a n Angulu 
Bissalla, Alhaji Aliyu 
Fatika, M. Ahmadu 
Gezawa, M. Sanni 
Gombe, M . Hamza 
Isandu, M. Abubakar 
Lamuye, (Prince) A. 
Mapeo, Dominic M. 
Nwika, S. F. 
Offor, F. E. 
Okilo, M. 0. 
Ugwu, D. C. 
Zungum, M. Aliyu 

T ellers for Aye< 

Alhaji B. Dandago 
Chief D. N. Abii 

T eller' f or Noes 

E. D . Akinbowale 
J . 0. Olaore 

Bill accordingly read the Third time and passed. 
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3251 [Supp/emmtary Appropriation 

S(;PPLDIE:-<TARY APPROPRIAT!O:\ approved bj Parli.uncnt had to be augment > . . .100 OOO Sixty-three and to appropn.lte t Ia sui 

(1963-6+) BILL Since t~C date for the bye-elections h.Id alre, lid- \yestc rn Rc_gwn ~lectiO~S ~07 duo u'nde~ _ - _t_hc purposes specified Ill rrr;~ Act be read a 

Order fur S econd Reading read.-

The Minister of Finance (Chief the hon. 
F. S. Okotie-Eboh): I have it in command 
from His Excellency, the President, to mo\·e 
that a Bill entitled-

".,\. Ilill for an Act to authorise the issue 
ou t of the Consolidated Revenue f und of 
the sum of four Hundred and Fort\·-fi,·e 
Thousand, four Hundred and Thirty Pounds 
for the purpose of replacing ath·ances from 
the Contingencies Fund and of making 
further pro,·ision from the service of the 
year ending on the Thirty-First dav of 
:\larch, One Thousand :"-<ine Hundred and 
Sixty-four; and to appropriate that amount 
for the purposes specified in this .c\ct", 
be no\\' read a Second time. 

Since Parliament last met to authorise 
supplementary pro,·ision in the current financ ial 
year, I ha,·e authorised \\'ithdra\\'als from the 
Contingencies fund to the extend of £308,+30 
to m>et urgent and inescapable publ ic ex
penditures. 

I am bound to report such releases from the 
Contingencies Fund to Parliament at it; next 
ensuing meeting in accordance with the pro,·i
sions of Rule + of the Third Schedule of the 
Finance (Control and :\Ianagement) .c\ct, and 
also to seek Parl iamentarY authorit\· to re
plenish the Contingencies Fund to its ·statutory 
le,·el of £1 million. The details of such releases 
from the Fund are given under Head 101 
of the draft Second Supplementary Estimates, 
( 1963-6+) now before you. The exphmatol'}· 
detai ls at the bottom of Head lOt-Reimburse
ment to the Contingencies Fund, give some 
of the details of the expenditure from the 
Contingencies Fund. 

It is, however, customary for me to make 
some more detailed explanation. A provision of 
£20,000 was made to the Ministry of Labour to 
aug~Hent the subvention to the National Sports 
Council. Members are already aware of the 
Federal Government's desire to improve the 
standard of sports in Nigeria. This is another 
indication of Government's willingness to 
encourage sports. 

As a result of five bye-elections in the North, 
and one in the Mid-West, it became apparent 
that the provision for bye-elections already 

been fixed .1nd since I_t ,,,ts _ Impos~ib lc ere-1s...a further pro\t>IOrL ot £) •T · , [r ~" Seco nd t1mc. 
·postpone them unttl ad,htional pro; ision hi-lead 62, "Ib-head 7-:'.Iembers r.t\ c ,ler"'e 'fl D. e · tor of Federal Audit in his report 

. . t' \\'h the annual Estun<ltes ' <C 1r c f h been appro,·cd by Parl ~;uncnt, 1t was nccess<f:xpenscs. en • '. .
1 

I ·, . "'S h . ItS of the Go,·ernmcnt o t e 
I C · . r:- 1 r· 1 p ranent In -\pn ast ,.,, .. on t e accou1 h 'l to resort to t 1c ontmgc nc1cs ,·um . presentee to o1 r 1·1 · ld ' ior a F d . . for the year ended on t e J st 

I! ·saaed that the House wou meet ' e ei atwn . . . 1 . :\Iinistn· 
:\[embers arc already familiar with ttiW\ of f'our times in the current financial year. )[arch, 1963, JUSt recet\e~ lnf my Head· i~ 

break-up of most of the \\'est .c\frican Rescar ota lr ' :ll1,, hon. :\!embers are a\\'arc the House disclosed expendrture u_n cdr bourtl ·s H; use 
0 . . Tl \\' \ . . . . uta e ..• • d . . rst f IS appropnatc y " . rgan1sat10 ns. · 1c ..:st .· tncan mst1tute , met five times this vear an prons r~ n mt e:-.cess o sun . d . t the report 
Tn·panosomiasis Rcsectrch . " ·hich is situated w. r• b. nude for the !3~1 dgct meeting ot Parlra- .c\rrangcments arc ? nh h.m to pn~y circulated 
:\igeria, became our responsibili ty from the l~eont 'in 'I !arch ne:-:t. in the torm ll1 \\'lliC rt ISes~~~e r~o seek Parlia-
of O~tober, l ')1) 2, but \\'hen the Est imates ~ . . h Fl or of to )[embers, but rt .1s n~c, . Y • enditure 
the current financ ial ,·car \\'e re prepared ~ I ha,·e on sc,·eral occasron> on t e 0 

· mentarv approval tor tnc_ excess expel . h 
. . .. ·· . . ' . h· · · d the 1mpnrtancc ot ·h f Heads \\'hrch are hste 111 t e extent ot our habdtt)' tor th1s Research Ins thrs House c:np .1stse . under t c our . 1 , . . 

. . · · · h t 1 0 ,·c r recurrent ex- h n·n tor the Supp emc ntal'} tutc \\"tS not tktermmcd In orJe r to co,·cr · mamta1n1n"' tt" t con ro schedule to t c 1 b f 
total c~s t of runnin" the. Institu.te from Octob p;nditurc {l· th~ present Six-Year Develodp~ent :\ ppropriation ( 1962-6.)) .c\ct, 1 96+ now e ore 

., . .. . I . ' . tl ' success \\'<! all csrre. 1962 to :\larch l96J and to co\·er tts add1tio Plan rs to ac 1rne 1" C · you . 
. . . . f h , · nbur ·e-1ent to the ontm- · 

financ ral requ1remcnts th1s \·ear, rt was necess Apart rom t e r~ u , ". 1 h I ·,lnt s ·,lt·l~fi··d that the ex_·cc.·ss expenditure o_ t · · · ' ' f · r:- 1 \ [ 1 crs \nil obse n ·e t 1at t e " ~ 
to authonsc an expendrture of Il2J +JO rol gencrcs r ur.L • em J • d . . £· ~_!) ,.1 ." 1 1 on H e·•cl 30-:\Irn1stry of Econ01_mc . . ....... ' . . l . t' ons now req•ur e aLe ' v-r-r .... l 
the Contmgencres fund. addmona appropna 1 ·f · . . D . .. ,·elopiner1t-aros_e purely f_rom a cl_ e n~a 

, . . . under t\\·o Heads only and are also or Items , P l . 
. -\part from the addmonal sub,·enttons ·h'rcl' ,,.e c·rnnot in an,· \\-,1,· , a\·ord. I therefore error in the Estunates . \\hat ar l,lmcnt 

" ' ' ' · · 1 bl ·. red t'o r Hc,1d 30 \\'as £2+ 1,900 short £ +6,000 and £ 8+,000 n.:quired for the Lag ommend it for th~ appronl of this 10nou ra <.: appropn.l . [' . f E· 
l. ni,·crsity 'I Icdical School and the Teach~· cHouse. of the requirement ior the ;. rmstry;} ~o -
'l · 1 · 1 · d k h · Dc,·clopment as dctatled under ... cad JO. r osp1ta , rcspccm·e y. m or er to ·eep t b . nomrc · f th, final 
going until the end of the financial vear, I eg to mo' e. . h t Ha 1 this er ror in the preparatiOn ° " , 
· · 1 d 1 f 1 C · ·. F Th ivl ' · ter of Establts mens (Hon. ' of ·he reauircments under H~:1d .•0 next wrt 1 ra,,·a rom t 1e onungencres ur e l mts summ·.uy ' . . , . . . _, 
that needs merttion in 6 is that of £ 20.000 for tf J. C. Ob:1ndc) : I beg to second . not arisen there \\'oukl ll<l'·c been '1 net >·1"''" 

:\lid-\\.cs rern Region's elections .. :\Icmbei Mr S eaker: Cnder Standing Orders, of £3i,056 on the H ead. _ _ 
wtll alread ,· ha,·e noticed that there ts a furth- db p d· . djourned for two davs. The excess of £ 132,333 ~n Head 6)-:-:\on-. 
nc\\' mane\· of £1l0,000 for these election> e ate stan > ,\ : hon. Statutory .c\pp ropri:uions ot Re;·enu~-IS on;: 
T his " ·ill l~rint; the total pro,· ision under tiL The 1\-· [ 1'nister of Finance (Chid the 1 · 1 ·cess \[ore re,·en:.re ""'collected ..., a tee l:"'.H;a ex · · . . . 
item to £1 t)I),OOO. Ir is expecred that t~ F. S. Okot' e-Eboh): T omorrO\\. than was earlier anttctpated ~rom exp~~t 
elections \\'ill be held in the next few wee\;;, Several hon. Members :Two days ! duties on such items as repttle s ·ms, anl m<l.>. 
It was apparent to me that preparauons for tl b' d d reptiles and fur skins, under Re,·enue 

1 I e that .,e rr san ' f h· · elections ,,·auld ha,·e to be put in hand befo:> Mr Speaker : Order. am a\\'ar .. . H d 1 The increased re\·enue rom. t c>e 
Parliamentar;.· approval of the expend itutl. Bill wi ll be d iscussed tomorro':'• but there IS itee~s n;cant a corresponding increas: rn the 
could be obtained , and I therefore authorise! no order to that effect ; so I can only foll?w the non-statutory allocations to the Reg_:ons re-

"preliminary expend iture of £20,000 from tb4 Standina Orders. If the :'.-Iinister of Ftnance t d by the excess under Head 6;,. 
C · · F d · h h · · h \vants ·,t~ to be discussed tomorrow, then he presen e · 

ontrngencres un , \\'tt t e rntentron t 1 ff t 's forth"' ex. cesses under Head 33-Forestrv .. 
f h · d ld h ,,.·til ha\•e to 'tntroduce a :\lotion to t 1at e ec · ,. r. urt er sums requrre wou ave to R. h) and H ead 48-Prisons-my :'.It-
approved in advance by Parliament. (1962_63) (. esear_c examining the causes of the excess 

SuPPLDIE:«'TARY A.PPROPRIATIO:-< mstry ts . , h . 
Regional elections generally are a BILL expenditure and I shall not estta.~e ~0 re-

against Regional funds, but as the arrangemen · · d disciplinary measures 1 am 
for the first :\lid-Western Re<Tion elections Order for Second R eading read. comnfi1e~ th·1t there has been a lapse in the 

b' h gme • d' · ~~ 
being made by the Federal Government, it The Minister of Finance (Chief the on. control of public expen 1ture m 
necessary for Parliament to appropriate F. S. Okotie-Eboh): I have. it in command Departments. 
sums needed to cover the election expens from His Excellency the Pres1dent, to move- I beg to move. 
When the total cost is finally ascertained, That a Bill for an Act to authorise the i\1 A 0 01 
Mid-Western Region will be required R F d Minister of State (Hon. 1 • • • are-
reimburse the Federal Government. issue out of the Consolidated evenued und ,,-aJ'u): I beg to second. 

Apart from the reimbursement to the Co 
tingencies Fund and the further £80, 
required to bring the total provision for 

of Four Hundred and Eight Thousan ~n 
Forty Pounds for the purp~se of makrng Ques tion put and agreed to. 
further provision for the serv1ce of the year Bill read a Second time and immediately 
which ended on the Thirty-first day of considered in COtmmttee. 
March, One thousand, Nine hundred and 

(~9) 
(58) 
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1 will gi,·e one example which l think the hon. No person shall be elected as President of the 

. . -\t thclt time, l poin ted out that the C.;""''•·'"'"'>< Genera] ·· must be fami liar \\-ith. · ··· -Hou~of Chief,- unless he is a member of the 

[S upplementary Appropriatio11 9 J.-\..'\ C.-\RY 1 96~ 3255 [Interpretation B ill] 
( 1962-63) Bill] 

. S UPP LE:'>IENTARY APPROPR!A;r~N ( ! 962-6 3) 

BrLL: 

CONSIDERED r:-o; CO:>!MITTEE OF SC PPL y 

The Chair.nan: The Clauses to this Bill 
stand postponed until after consideration of 
the Schedule. 

HEAD 30.-~I!:-<ISTRY OF EcONO:I-II C 
DEVELOP~!ENT 

£20+,8++ f or H ead 30- ,Uinistry of Ec0110mic 
Development- ordered to stand part of the 
Schedule. 

H EAD 33 .-FORESTRY (RESEARCH) 

£ l ,.J.3 j f or H ead 33-Forestry (Research)
ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

HEAD 4 8 .-PR!SONS 

£69,+28 f or H ead 48-Prisons-ordered to 
stand part of the Schedule. 

HEAD 6j-~o:-<-STATUTORY. 

APPROPRI.-I.TIO:-o;s OF R EVE::-IUE 

£132, ~ 3 3_ f or Head 65-Non-S tatu tor\" 
Appropnatwns of Revenue-ordered to stan;! 
part oj the Schedule. 

The total sum of £ +08,040-ordered to stand 
part of the Schedule. 

• Postponed Clauses l and 2-ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 

Schedule agreed to. 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair). 

Bill reported u:itlwut Amendment read the 
Third time and passed. ' 

INTERPRETATION BILL 

Order for Second Reading read. 

T~e Attorney-General and Minister of 
Justice (Dr the hon. T. 0. Elias): I rise to 
move-

That a_ Bill for ~n Act to provide for the 
con~trucuon and mterpretation of Acts of 
Parliament (Subsidiary Legislation) and 
other Instruments be read a Second time . 

This Bill fulfils the promise I made to the 
f:Iouse when we were considering the Constitu
tiOn of the Federation last September. 

twnal cha~ges that had taken place up to retation of " Chief ' in the old HotJSe or a Chief qualified f or selection as a 
date reqUired that \\"C should ha ,·c a :.- ., ,·err>retat!ton Ordinance is : " .-lny person tcho member of the House. 
Interpretation .-\ ct which would take and in fluence ot"er tire rwtit:e com- But there is nothing dd ining ex 'J_(jicio. And if 
of those changes. The cxistin" I But the interpretation of "Chief" any aggrieved person takes the matt..:r to court 
Act was enacted in 1936 and \ on. Classification of Chiefs Law in the and challenges it, he is likely to win on the 
know. that a number of changes ha Region is : "Any person· ·zdto is rPcog- understanding that the phrase e:.: offic io gi,·es a 
place 111 the consti tutional set up in the as such by tir e Coummen t." double interpretations. He can either be the 
as well as 111 our Statute Law. first member or the last member. It is capable 

Well , under section ~0 of the Eastern of double interpretation. For thi s reaso n, I 
Attempts ha,·e been made from time to Constitution, any question relating to would appeal to the .-\tto rney- Gcncral to add 

to br~ng: this up-to-da te by piecemeal · be taken to court without the the phrase e.~ o_(jicio to the interp retations. 
but 1t IS thought that with the n of the court in mat ter; relati ng to 
republican status in the country, it is It no"· comes to th is. \\.ho then is a 
that w e should haYc an entirely new .-\ct Should "·c go to this Classification of 
that IS "·hat tlu s 131 11 has ; ought to prO\·ide. La"· of the ·Eastern Rc:; ion or to the 

tation Ordinance which says : " .·lnv-
\Vh7n "·e comp_l ctcd the drafting h11.< influence and control oa;· the natit.:e 

the Bill was subm1ttcd to the various 1eg~communitie; · - which also can refer to e,·en the 
interests in_ the count ry including the ~ige the Ogboni fra te rn ity, since it is a 
Bar .-\ssoc1at1on an d also the J ud"CS of communi ty ? \\'e hope that the 
Courts for their comments before it ~,·as Geneu l ,._ "! !• ·•·k !··• ·• :! ' t

11c,;e :tnd 
adopted by the Go,·.l! rnment . ly bring a piece-meal legislat ion " ·hich 

It is not easy for me to take the mav be considered good because of the 
technical aspects of this Bill-the Bill specified and the ex igen~ ies of the situation. 
no order-and try to confuse the House n~eed , we requi re a , ·cry comprehcns i,·e Bill 
the dtflicult or co1"?plex leg.tl arguments that(wh1ch mil co,·er the \\·hole country. 

"t!~ foil?"" · But _1f any :\!ember fee ls that f The Minister ofjustice :There can be no 
an} particular prov1s10n ought to be changed or ~mo re comprehens ive 13 ill th:m this. and I will 
explatned I should be w1"l!" g t d b · · • 1n o o so. e ve ry glad to welcome :tny suggestiOn from 

I beg to mo,·e. the :\ lcmher fo r Oc~cma (.l fr Bri2:;s). 

The Minister of Transport and Aviation , Chief D. N. Oronsaye (13enin Eas t): 1 
(Hon . R. A. Njoku) : I beg to second. ' thank the .-\ttorney-General for bringin~ this 

Mr W O . R11l up, and also for indicating that he is 

h
. B"ll · · · Bnggs (Degema) :_ \·ye support propared to lis :::on to suggestions. 

t IS 1 very fully and we thtnk 1t IS overdue. 
It should not o~ly be restricted to Constitution Yesterday, I pointed out that something was 
and we are_ hop1_ng that in future the .-\ ttorney- om1tted in the Interpretation Bill, and that is 
General wt!l brmg up wholesale legislation to l the phrase "ex ?Jjicio ." Kow I say that that 
amend the whole Interpretation .-\ct which is- phrase, when used in ordinary parlance (and 

The Minister of J f . . I 0111k in legal parlance also) connotes a 
th th' ll:s lee · Tha~ IS exactly res1dual meaning. I will give one example. 
\~at :~~ ;Ihat b hasf JU~ been tntrodu~ed. Yesterday, the ;\-lid-\Vestern Constitution Bill 
is referrin t e':l er 0 ~ e~ema (Mr Bnggs) was passed and some inhabitants of the Mid-

h" h I hg 
11 

°b IS co~ tamed m the second Bill West were named as e.~ Jjjicio members of the 
w 1hc Cs a . e. movmg later and which relates House of Chiefs. But here in section 9 of that 
to t e onstttut10n. C · · · '. · , onst1tutwn, the quahficatwns for the Presi-

Mr Briggs : In that case then, 1 thank the ·dent of the House of Chiefs are stated as 
Attorney-General for correcting me. Un- follows-with your permission, Mr Speaker, I 
fortunately, I was looking at the Constitution beg to read : 

There shall be a President of tire House of 
Chiefs, d 1o shall be elected by tire members of 
that House. 

Mr R. N. Muojeke (.-\\\ka Central) : This 
Bill is very wek ome in its entirety. It deals 
with the activities of the .-\ ttorney-G ~neral. 
13ut at this juncture, one mu~ t remember that 
there is a crying need fo r most of ou r substan
ti,·e laws to be amended. I h;n·c in mind the 
question of something like the compan y Ia\\· . 
It is archaic. T he company law wl.ich \\·e are 
st illus in ;r is the one pas~ e cl i!1 En!!land in 194 "' . 
There have been scr;es or amenJmcnts to this 
in England since then, but up ti ll now, nothing 
has been done to bring ours, the most important 
social legislation, up to date. 

L:1st time, when we came he re for the Budget 
meeting, we were promised that a legislation 
about hire purchase will be brought to this 
House to be passed. We know that it is one of 
the leading laws of eminent modern countries. 
I t is very important. Bu t nothing is being 
done by this G o,·ernmcnt to sec that the crying 
need of the nation is met in one way or the other. 

As I have mentioned, these are the laws which 
lawyers call the law of procedure ; laws like the 
law of tort, the law of contract, and so on. 
Nothing has actually been done by this Go,·ern
ment in this respect. 

The Minister of Establishments (Hon. 
J. C. Obande): On a point of order, the 
Member for Awka Central (i\llr i\r[uojeke) is 
irrelevant. He is not speaking directly on this 
Bill. 

Mr Speaker : Surely the hon. Gentleman 
has gone quite a long way off from the Inter
pretation Bill. 

Mr Muojeke : As I have said, the Bill is 
very welcome. We are asking the Attorney
General to bring more legislations to meet the 
crying needs of the nation. Something should 
be done as regards the company law, hire 

(Interpretation) B_ill. ?orne of the provisions 
111 the InterpretatiOn B1ll Act are either out of 
date or inadequate or have been overtaken by' 
Regionallegislations. , (61) 
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[\lR \l COJEKE] The Chairman : Order. T he hon. i\lem .. somethitw which has given some 
b I d t 1. • • · · ouse 1~ "' hn[ t · On 

Purch Jse I ll\' the law of finance houses the er pet laps oes no rea tse tnat ne IS quttt 1 throuahou t the w W' e coun r] . 
' ' ' ' ' t' tl · h \ \"'il he pi concert "' · , .. · call upon law of insurance, friendlv societies Ia" , trade away rom 1e _ nucrop one. _ 1 .. -- cal_ h If of the citizens ot -'13en a \IC 

· ·- · · · - . .. - ------- s pe·tk louder e a . - 'bl, to ·ec to tt that the ·· - ·umon law and so on . fh1 s 1s ,-cry unportant. ' · h v 1111stcr respo ns1 c ~ 
• . e · ' h · · d and b·ouaht That is what we need so that when .any Inter- :r-<Ir Araka : I am saying that Clause 2 aw on hire-pure ase IS revtse · "' 

pretation Lm· or act IS br?ught , It \n il be read of th1s Inte rpretation Dill which ~btcs th up to date. 
111 conJu nctiO n \l'lth all ot them and \1'111 apply the re can be a prosecu tio n under comma - . . 1 

11 f h lr S ker · 1 h1s 1s notre e\ant. to a o t em. law, conflicts with the fundamenta l n ght und l'v pea · 

I support th c. Tlill. C hafjte r III of our Constitution, Section 22} Question put and a:; reed to. 
Subsect ion ( 10) of which says that no perso; -

Question put and agreed to. shall be co nvicted of any criminal offence u nl Bill read the Third time llllll passed. 
tloclt • > fTCI~cc is d ~ lir. .: J ,;aJ the pena lty therct'or. ) B !::'.'.' , .... .' t • . '.· ~.. ... · ·~~id : :.:!~_ and i111mediatt:iy Co,:...;:iTITLTtO:" ( 1:'\TERPRET .\T IO:\ ILL 

considered in Commitlee. IS prescribed in a written law. J 
Now, under Clause 24 we are being to ld th Order for Second Readinf? read. 

hTERPRETAT!O:\ llrLL: Co:-;sro ERE D I :\ one can be prosecuted u nder the commo
1 

. . f 
law-th,tt ts, for an offence not defined in anl The Attorney-Ge neral and Mm~~ter 0 

part o f our written law. In my opinion, ~ Justice (Dr the hon. T .. 0. El tas): T ;s. ts.~n 
conflicts with the main provision of o~ attempt to make pronston for. the app lc~tton 
Constitution, which provides that one mu~ of the Bill which. m:: ha,·e JUSt passr • ~0 

know u nde r what written law one is p rosecute~ the Constitution ot the fedcranon.
1 

~ \ e 
I do hope that the learned Attorne\'-Genw meetinns of th~ :\ r:o rncys-Genera .

11 
°b tl c 

"·i ll sec th is and delete that p art of ir: l Federa~io n , we all a~reeJ that th1s WI e t lC 

Clauses l-1 7 -ordered to stand part of tlze 
Bill. 

Clause IS-( hTERPRETAT!O:\ OF PARTlCL'L.\R 
ExPREssw:-;s ; ETc.) 

The Attorney-Ge n eral and M inis ter of 
Justice : I wish to mo,·e an .-\mendmcnt to 
Clause 18, page C 288 , line++-

I b , f cl al in" \\'ith th1s matter so as to 
Clause 2+--ordered to stand part of the Bill. · est \\'ay 0 e, f" ·t· 'tv throughout the 

- have a measure o um orml . ~ . . 
Clause 2;,-(SERI'ICE BY PosT). Federation. 1 belic,·c rhat the oth~ · Re..;~on~ 

. b · J · na simihr B1lls wtth a 'te\\ 
Chief D. N. Oronsaye (Benin Eas t): W Wlll e m tro uct " . . ' f h Interprention 

are aware of what services are becoming i to applying the pronsJOns 0 t e ' 
L ea,·e out from " 1963" to end of line +8. 

The reason for this .-\mendment is that since 
the Bill was sent to the Press the :\Iinistry of 
Health has brought the :\ led ical and Dental 
Practitioners' Act, 1963 , into force by means 
of an Order. C p to til e date of submiss ion to 
the Press, this had not been do ne. .-\nd so the 
portion that I am no"· sugges ting to be left out 
becomes necessary to be left out. 

this country. This clause requires that Bill. 

I beg to mo~·e. 

The Minister of Establishments (Hon . 
J. C. Obande) : I beg to second. 

Question, That the words proposed to be left out 
be left out, put and agreed to. 

Clause 18, as ammded-ordered to stand part 
of the B ill. · 

ClallSes 19-23--ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

document may be served by pos ting. 1~ 
says that it may be served by posting an em·e-' 
lope which contains the thing requi red to b:: 
served, and so on. It is a ma tter of det~i l, bu: 
I think that detail is worth putting in, in ,·ier , 
of the fact that in some cases there :1re matter: 
to be scrYcd and for good two years s <J~bod: 
will be playing around with it and it is nol 
served. I would add that the 1\·ord "regis 
tered" should be added after the wo 
"envelope". The document should be serv 
by posting the envelope under registered cover 

Clause 25--ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Clauses 26-29--ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 

· Schedule agreed to. 

Bill reported, with Amendment. 

1\llotion made and Question proposed, That t 
Clause 24-(0FFE!':CES u:-;oER MORE THAN Bill be noro read the Third time-(THE :\[INIS 

ONE LAw) . oF J usncE). · 

Mr E. 0 . Araka (On 1tsha l' rban) . In our :rvlr F. C. Ogbalu (Awka North): I wisr1 
Constitution , C hapter III, Section 22, Sub- seize this opportunity to say that the dela. · 
section (10), it is stated that no person shall in an enactment on the hire-purchase Ia 
be convicted of a criminal offence unless- which has b een promised on the Floor of · 

(62) 

I beg to mo,·e. 

The Minister of Transport and Aviation 
(Hon. R .. -\. :\joku) : I beg to second. 

Question put. 

Mr Speaker : [ n order to satisfy t he pro ,·i
sions of section +2 of the Consntutwn of the 
Federation, I now direct that the House 
proceed to a division. 

The House dit-ided. 

Ayes: 227 Noes : Nil. 

Name of j\1emher 

Abasi, S. A. 
Abdul, M. Salihu 0. 
Abdullahi, Albaji Rilwanu 
Abii, D . N. . 
Abubakar, Alhaji Abdu~kadir 
. \buba;.;ar M. Garoa Jaoo . 
Ahubakar: Alhaji (Magajin Gan) 
Abubakar, M . Tanko. . 
Adamu, Alhaji (Sari& Tafarki) 
Adedamola, A. 
Adeyemo, B. A. 
Afanideh, M. B. 

Afolabi, R . A. 
A«hahowa, D. E. Y. 
Ahamefula, D. 0. 
Allanana, M . Yakubu 
Ajasin, M. A. 
Ajibola, A. A. 
Akere le, Chief A. 
Akinye m i, J. A. 
Akor, J. A. 
Akpan, P. 0. 
Akw iwu, E. C. 
.-\nz:1h, M. Aura 
.\ra !<., , E. 0 . 
Atiku, Alhaji . 
Atik u, !VL Umaru Madagah 
Atta hir, M. 
Ayeni, U. 0 . 

Baba Alhaji Ahmadu A. 
Baba~di, Alhaji Ahmadu 
Babatunde , S. A. . 
Balla, M . Albatan Yenma 
Bala mi, M . Balangu 
Barko, M. Maaji Kacha lla 
Bauchi, !\L Abdu 
Baye ro, Alhaji Abubakar 
Bayero, M . Muhammadu 
Bichi, Alhaji Bello Farar Hula 
Blci , M . Is maila Abdullah• 
Bida, M . Muhammadu (Iyan Sokoto) 
Billiyoog, M. D . Bulus 
Biu, M. Sule Abba 
Briggs, \V. 0. 
Brown, I. A. 
Bungudu, M. Atto 

Chiedozie, C. 
Chi.kelu, !. 0. 
Chuku, H . 0 . 
Chukwu. J. 

Dada, G. K. 
Damla , T. M. 
Danbappa, Albaji Baba 
Da ura , Alhaji L. 
Daura, M. Saidu 
De-Omomadia, J. K. 
Dosunmu, L. J. . 
Dukku, M. Abdulkadtr 
Dusinma, M. Bala M~ammadu 
Dutse, M. Aminu Suletman 

Eboigbodi, J. B. 
Ede, J. 0. 
Effiong-Spatts, A. E. 
Ejukwa, P. I. 
Ekanem, P. E. 
Eko, U. U. 
Eleke, P. 0. 
Elenwa, N. E. 
Emenogha, V. A. 
Eminue, 0 . J. 
Encfoia, D. 0 . 
Eneh, G. 0. D . 
En·wo, N. 
Etukudo, T. I. 
Ezera, Dr K. 

Fajimi, S. 0. 
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N ame of .~lembu 
Ga~a, M. Garba M. 
GaJ~raa, M. Muktar 
Galkog;:., !.VI. Umaru 
Garba, M. Turakio Paiko 
gauyarma, Albaji Muhammadu 

aza, C. Tangul 
Gella, M. Umaru 
Gbolagunte, D. M. 
Gumel, Albaji Umaru 
Gusau, M. Ibrahim 
gwa ndu, M. Haliru (Wakilin Gona) 

warzo, M. Muhammadu 
Gwarzo, Alhaji Usman 
Gwate, Alhaji Muhammadu 

Haruna, Alhaji Isa 

HiH:trdu!'a, Alhaji Wal<ilin Da ji 
n t, Zanna A. Musa 

Ibrahim Abubakar A 
Ib;a him: Baba Shehu · 
Id10ng, S. U. 
Ifezue, E. o. 
Igwe, J. 0. 
Ihe, F. U. 
Ike h, B. 0. 
Ike tuonye, V. 
Iko, M. Isa 
Ilesha, l'vf. Yesufu 
Isa , M. Ladan 
Isa, Alhaji Zaraki • 

Jiah, M. Abel 
Janjuna, M. Muhammadu 

Kaita! Alhaji Damale 
Kangnva, M. Garba 
Kano, Alhaji Aminu 
Ka ura, M. Ali Nakura 
K:t~ani, M. Uwaisul 
Ktnm, M. Abdu 
Koiade, S. 0. 
Kuma , !.VI. .'viuhammadu 
Kura, Alhaji Muhammadu 

Lajide, V. L. 
Lar, S.D. 
Layya, M . Shekarau Ka 'a 

ti~~~;~ ~ ~~~lt.hi,JGa!adima Ka tsina) 
Maigari, M. Haik:li a r (Dan Iyan Hadejia) 

M
Ma!kaita, .M. Dambo Ibrahim 

a!kayart, M. Galadima 
Mattama, M. Ibrahim Na 
Mal~mbi, Alhaji Umaru 
Mant, M.Iro 
Mari<;re, ChiefS. J. 
Mashi, M. Iro (Iyan Katsina) 
Mohamed, M. Yusha'u A. 

MMohamed-Munir, Alhaji (Mutawallin Kano) 
M ong_uno, Shettima Ali 

ordi, E. A. 
Muhammadu, Alhaji Aliyu 
tiu~a~madu, .. Alhaji (Sarkin Gobir) 
M~k~a~ AJ,haJhl Mohammed (Sarkin Bai) 
Muoj~ke, ·R.N. m 
Muri, Alhaji Adamu 

(Interpretation) B ill ) 

~\fame of J.}[emb11r 

Nada bo, M. Ibrahim 
Nas, M : Wada 
Ningi, M, Muhammed 
Nnaji, S. 
Nwalieji, V. A. 
Nwangbo, N. 
Nweke, 0 . 0. 
Nwofokoda, J . N. 

Obi, M. C. K. 
Odebunmi, J. D. 
Odey,J. u. 
Odig bo, V. A. 
Odo, E. A. 
gdulana, A. F. 

g balu, F. C. 
Oged e ngbe, S. A. 
Og unbiyi, J. o. 
Og undipe, S. 0 . 
Ogunka nmi, E.]. 
Ogunsanya, A. 0. 
Okay, D. D. U. 
Okeke, Dr P. U. 
Okoronkwo, F. I. 
Oku~owo (M.B.E.,) Chief E. 0. 
Oladiran (Oba), S. A. 
Olatunde, D. P. 
Olomoda, M. Abdusalamj 
Oloyede, T. 0. 
Onugu, N. N. 
Opia, A. 
Orok, Chief R. A. 
Oronsaye, D . N. 
Oyewole, S. A. 

Ribadu, M. Ahmadu 
Rin~im , Alhaji Saiyadi 
Rosiji Chief, Ayo 

Sadiq, M. Abba 
Sanusi, M. Sarkin Abbas 
Senu-Oke , D. 
Sokoto, She hu Na Ita 

Ta~da, Alhaji Aminu 
Tatwo,J. 0. 
Tarka, J. S. 
Terab, M. Abba 
Tobun, L. 0. 
Tolrula, P. 0. 

Ubani, Chief M. w. 
Udenyi, J. U. 
Ud;,.Jnyang, D. s. 
Ukah, N . D. 
Ukegbu, B. N. 
Ukpong, B. U. 
Ukueku, J, E. 
Umar, M . Muhamma du Sagir 
Umoh,P. U. 
Usman, M. (Wazirin Kontagora) 
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~\"amt! (If .\fember ~\-ame of ~H~mba 

Waziri, M. :>la ina 
\Vazi ri, M. L"macu Da n--- --·
Yacim, J. A. 
Yelwa, M. ~luhammadu Aminu 
Yola, M. Abba 
zaneo, M. Saidu 

Commerce and Industry (Mini s t ~ r of) 
Defen ce (:>lini s ter of) 
Education (:>linis ter of) 
Establishment (M inister of) 
finance (l\olinister of) 
External Affairs (Minister of) 
Internal Affairs (Minis ter of) 
Lagos Affairs (!\linister of) 
Mines and Power (Minister of) 
Transport and Aviation (Minister of) 
Works and Surveys (Ministe r of) 
Adaji, Mallam Hashiru (Minis te r o f Sta te) 
Galadirna, Alhaji Ibrahim Tako (Ministe r of 

· State) 
Maitambari, .-\lhaji Usmanu (Minis te r of State) 
Mbadiwe, Dr K. 0 . (Minis ter of State ) 
Olarewaju, M .A. 0 . (Minister of State) 

Ahme d, Alhaji Usman Angulu 
Bissalla, Alhaji Aliyu 
Fatika, M. Ahmadu 
Gezawa, M. Sanni 
Gombe, M . Hamza 
Isandu, M. Abubakar 
Lamuye, (Prince) A. 
Mapeo, Dominic 1\tt. 
Nwika, S. F. 
Offor, F. E. 
Okafor, R. B. K. 

Bill accordingly read a S econd time and 
immediately considered in Commiff ee . 

C o '.';;T ITL' T! O'.' ( hnPKETR.H IO'.') BILL: 

CO'.'SIDERED !:-< co~I:>l!TTEE 

Clauses 1-2-ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 

Bill reported, without A mendment. 

i'vlotion made and Questio'll proposed, That tlze 
Bill be now read the Third time-(TH E :\[r:-<ISTER 

OF J UST!CE). 

Question put. 

Mr Speaker : In order 
provisions of the Constitution, 
House proceed to a Division. 

The House di-vided. 

to satisfy the 
I direct that the 

Ayes: 221 Noes : :\'il 
J.Vame of J·l~m.ber 

Abasi, S. A. 
Abdul, M. Salihu 0. 
Abdullahi, Alhaji Rilwanu 

Abii, D. N. 
Abubakar, Alhaji Abdulka dir -
Ab uba kar, M. Garba ] abo 
Abubakar, M . Mohammed Sani 
Abubakar, M. Tanko 
.-\damu, Alhaj i (Sarkin T a fa.t!!',) 
Adedamola, A. 
Adeyemo, B. A. 
Afanideh, M. B. 
AJ'olabi , H. A. 
Aghahowa, D. E. Y. 
Ahamefula, D. 0 . 
Allanana, M. Yakubu 
Ajasin, M. A. 
Ajibola, A. A. 
Akinyemi, J. A. 
Akor, J. A. 
Akpan, P. 0. 
Akwiwt1, E. C. 
Ala ngade, M. A. Muhammadu 
Anzah, M. Auta 
Araka, E. 0. 
Atiku, Alhaji 
Atiku, M. Umaru Madagali 
Attahir, M. 
Ayeni, U. 0. 
Baba, Alhaji Ahmadu .-\ , 
Ba bandi, Alhaji Ahmadu 
Babatunde, S. A. 
Ba lla, M. Albatan Yerima 
Balami, M. Ba langu 
Barko, M. Maaji Kachalla 
Bauchi, M. Ahdu 
Bayero, Alhaji Abubaka r 
Bayero, M. Harnidu A. 
Bayero, Alhaji Kabiru 
Bayero, M. Muhammad u 
Bichi, Alhaji Be llo Farar Hula 
Bici, M. Is m a ila Abdullahi 
Bil li yon g. M . D. Bulus 
Biu, M. Sule .-\ bba 
Briggs, W . 0 . 
Brown, J. A. 
Bungudu, M . Atto 
Chiedozie, C. 
Chikelu, I. 0. 
Chuku, H. 0. 
Chukwu, J. 
Dada, G. K. 
Damla, J. M. 
Danbappa, Alhaji Baba 
Daura, Alhaji L. 
Daura, M. Saidu 
De-Omornadia, J . K. 
Dosunmu, L. J. 
Dukku, M. Abdulkadir 

.. 

Dusinma, M . Bala Muhammadu 
Dutse, M. Aminu Suleiman 
Eboigbodi, J . B. 
Ede, J. 0. 
Effiong-Spatts , A. E. 
Ejukwa, P. I. 
Ekanem, P. E. 
Eko, U. U . 
Eleke, P. 0 . 
Elenwa, N . E. 
Emenogha, V. A. 
Eminue, 0 . J. 
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Monguno, Zana Isa 
Enefola, D. 0. 
Eneh, G. 0. D. 
Enwo, N. 
Etukudo,- T: I.-- -- - · ·-
Ezera, Dr K. 

Fajimi, S. 0. 

Gada, M. Garba M . 
Gajiran, M. Muktar 
Galkogo, M. Umaru 
Garba, M. Turakin Paiko 
Gauyarma, Alhaji Muhammadu 
Gella, M. Umaru 
Gbolagunte, D. M. 
Gumel, Albaji Umaru 
Gusa u, M. Ibrahim 
Gwandu, M. Haliru (Wakilin Gona) 
Gwarzo, M. Alii 
Gwarzo, M. Mubammadu 
Gwate, Alhaji Muhammadu 

Haruna, Alhaji Isa 
Haruna, Alhaji Wakilin Oaji 
Hindi, Zanna A. Musa 

Ibrahim, Abubakar A. 
Ibrahim, Baba Shebu 
Idiong, S. U. 
lfezue, E. 0. 
Igwe, J. 0. 
Ihe, F. U. 
lkeh, B. 0. 
lketuonye, V. 
Ilesha, M. Yesufu 
Isa, M. Ladan 
Isa , Alhaji Zaraki 

Jiah, :\f. .\ be! 
Janjuna, :\f. Muhammadu 

Kaita, Alhaji Oamale 
Kangiwa, M. Garba 
Kana, Alhaji Aminu 
Kaura, M. Ali Nakura 
Kolade, S. 0. 
Kudu, M. Datti 
Kuma, M. Muhammadu 
Kura, Alhaji Muhammadu 

Lajide, V. L. 
Lar, S.D. 
Layya, M. Shekarau Ka'a 

Ma?uta, M. Abdullahi (Galadima Katsina) 
M~du~u. M. A~dulkadir (Dan Iyan Hadejia) 
Maigan, M. Haikali 
Maikayari, M. Galadima 
Maitama, M. Ibrahim Na 
Maltumbi, Albaji Umaru 
Mani, M. Iro 
Mari«;re, ChiefS. J. 
Masbt, M. Iro (Iyan Katsina) 
Mohamed, M. Yusha'u A. 

M
Mohamed-Munir, Alhaji (Mutawallin Kano) 

onguno, Shettima Ali 

Mordi, E. A. 
Muhammadu, Alhaji Aliyu 
Muhammadu, Alhaji (Sarkin Gobir) 
Muhtari, Alhaji Mohammed (Sarkin Bai) 
Muku, M. Ibrahim 
Muojeke, ~ N. 
Muri, Alhaji Adamu 

Nadabo, M. Ibrahim 
Nas, M. Wada 
Ningi, M. Muhammed 
Nnaji, S. 
Nwalieji, V. A. 
Nwangbo, N. 
Nweke, 0 . 0. 
Nwofokoda,]. N. 

Obi, M. C. K. 
Odebunmi, J. D. 
Odey, J . U. 
Odigbo, V. A. 
Odo, E. A. 
Odulana, A. F. 
Ogbalu, F. C. 
Ogunbiyi, J. 0 . 
Ogundipe, S. 0. 
Ogunkanmi, E. J. 
Ogunsanya, A. 0. 
Okay, D. D. U. 
Okeke, Dr P. U. 
Oladapo, S. A. 
Oladiran, (Oba) S. A. 
Olatunde, D. P. 
Olomoda, M. Abdusalami 
Oloyede, T. 0. 
Onugu, N. N. 
Onwuchekwa, I. S. 
Opia, A. 
Orok, ChiefR. A. 
Oronsaye, D. N. 
Oyewole, S. A. • 

Rahar, M. Abbas 
Ribadu, M. Ahmadu 
Ringim, Alhaji Saiyadi 
Rosiji, Chief Ayo 

Sadiq, M. Abba 
Sanusi, M. Sarltin Abbas 
Senu-Oke, D. 
Sokoto, Shehu Na Ita 

Tafida, Albaji Aminu 
Taiwo,J. 0. 
Tarka, J. S. 
Terab, M. Abba 
Tokula, P. 0. 

Udenyi, J . U. 
Udo-Inyang, D. S. 
Ukah. N. D. 
Ukegbu, B. N. 
Ukpong, B. U. 
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Ukueku, J . E. 
Umar, M. Muhamma du Sag ir 
Umoh, P. t:. 
Usman, M. (Wazirin Kontago ra ) 
Waziri, M. Maina 
Yacim, J. A. 
Yelwa, M. Muhammadu Aminu 
Yola, M. Abba 
Zango, ~l. Sa idu 

MINISTERS 

Commerce and Industry (Minister of) 
Defence (:VIinister of) 
Establishment (Ministe r of) 
Finance (:''vlinister of) 
External Affairs (Ministe r of) 
Internal Affair" (Minister of) 
Lagos Affairs (Minister of) 
Mines and Power (Minister of) 
Transport and Aviation (Minis ter of) 
Works and Surveys (Minister of) 
Adaji, Mallam Hashiru (Minis ter of Sta te ) 
Galadima, .\Jhaji Ibra him T ako (Minist e r of 

State ) 
Maitambari, Alhaji Usmanu (:VIinister of S ta te ) 
Mbadi~·e, Or K. 0. (Ministe r of Sta~e) 
Olarewaju, :vi. A. 0 . (Minis te r of State) 

P.-\RLI.-\..'-'IENT ARY SECRET ARIES 

Ahmed, Alhaji t:sman Angulu 
Bissalla, Alhaji .\ l ivu 
Fatika, :-1. .\hmadu 
Gezawa, :\l. Sanni 
Gombe, :\f. Hamza 
Isandu, M. Abubakar 
Lamuye, (Prince) A. 
Mapeo, Do minic M. 
Nwika, S. F. 
Offor, F. E. 
Okafor, R. B. K . 

Tel/en fo r .-!_res 

Alhaji B. Oandago 
A. U. D. Mbah 

T ellers fo r -""" 

E. D. Akinbowale 
J . 0. Olaore 

Ayes--221 

Noes-Nil 

Bill read the Third time and passed. 

J usTICES OF THE SuPRE:\-tE CouRT Bt t.L 

Order for Second Reading read. 

The Attorney-General and Minister of 
Justice (Dr the hon. T. 0. Elias) : I beg to 
move-

That a Bill for an Act to make provision 
for increasing the number of judges of the 
Superme Court be read a Second time. 

This short Dill is i n tcnd~d to raise the 
number of judges of what used to be the 
Fede ral Supreme Court under the Federal 
Supreme Court .-\ct of l 960, fro m five to eight. 
This is to accommodate the change \1-hich we 
made under the Republican Const itution by 
pro,· iding in section 11 2 of that Constituti(l n 
that there shell! be judges of the Supreme 
Court of :\igeria appointed to represent the 
Regions. 

[ do not thin k that hon. :\!embers will want 
any more explanation than that the change is 
needed to enab le the Regional rep resentctt i,·es 
to take thei r places. 

I beg to mo,·e. 

The Minister of Transport and Aviation 
(H on. R .. -\. :\joku) : [ b~g to scwnd. 

Mr D. M. Gbolagunte ([barapa) : [ ha,·e 
no qua rrel with this Bill. but if what we read 
from the press is correct, then the Go,·ernf:lent 
should be told that the country is no more 
willing to ha,·e expatriates as j-udges in this 
country. \\'e feel that our sons are qual ified 
enough to be judges in this country. If it is 
true that any expatriate has been brought in, 
"·e hope the Go,·ernment "·ill send him back 
and perhaps pay him orf fur his contr~ct . 

\\ 'e have now sent judges t·1 Eas t .-\Erica and 
they are doing ,-ery "-el l there ; we are proud 
of them and we wan t to contin ue to help other 
parts of Africa \\'ith our sons. [ think we will 
be fee ling inferior in a wa\· if we ha,·e to brina 
judges into this country jnd at the same tim~ 
send out our o\\·n judges tU' other countries. 

:\loreover, we begin to feel that it is not time 
yet to scrap appeal to the PriYy Counci l. I f 
we feel that our African judges are not qualified 
enough or are not sincere enough to man our 
courts, then we should continue to send. our 
appeals to the Privy Council. · 

Let that expatriate be sent back and paid off 
for his contract. 

Mr V. Iketuonye (Onitsha South) : It is 
indeed a welcome Bill to increase the number of 
the Federal judges from 5 to 8. But from what 
we have studied now, it is important that as far 
as we can, the choice of the judges should 
reflect the Federal character of the country. 
In increasing this number, it is important 
that we pay attention to the fact that the other 
Regions are included in the numb~r of judges. 
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Secondl y, we are getting afraid that ou r 
judges in the Fed eral T errito ry are not 
suffk iently iso lated from polit ic; and tr ibalism, 
and in order to ensure that both tribalism and 
politics do not interfere with the jud iciar::. it is 
al l the more important ti1a t in se lecung 
these judges attention should be paid to the 
fou r Regions of the Fetkrarion. 

I fee l 1·cry strongly that if we claim to be 
mo ving in the right direction, ·and if ·we
proud of the fact that some of our nationals 
are now judges in other parts of Africa, it 
seems to be completely contrad ic to ry to take 
a cou rse which shows that we have no con
titlencc in our own men . We would, therefore, 
ask that this poi-:--tt be taken very seriously. 

We do hope that this number is being 
increased for one very good reason. Lots 
and lots of people who have cases in court, 
especially cases of appea l, often find it very 
,-cry depressing indeed to h~ve to wait fo r 
years and years on end for the1r cases to come 
up. I think the increase in the number of 
judges wi ll facilitate the hearing of cases and, 
therefore, remove the hardshi p which people 
are suffe ring at the moment. 

I beg to support. 

Rev. J. A. Akinyemi (llcstu Rura l): This 
Bill is not contro versial, and I am'sure that is is 
welcomed by all sides of the Hou: e because the 
object is to expedite the m~chinery for the 
dispensation of justice. It is also a mo1·e, as Ius 
been explained by the Attorney-General, to 
bring judges from the Regional Courts to take 
their positions on the Supreme Court Bench. 

It has always happened tfut C.:lSes pile up in 
the Supreme Court, and I hope trut this is an 
attempt to speed up things. In the tirst 
place, the increase in the number will spur up 
the off:::ials and judges in the lower courts to 
see to it that appeals to the Supreme Court are 
ready in time and also trut the records are 
ready. It is very tantalising and agl)nizing to the 
mind when an appellant has to wait for mon ths 
and sometimes years without his case corning up 
for hearing in the S upreme Court or in any 
court of appeal. It is a disappoim ir.g incident 
that even after the trensona ble fe!on1· case. the 
appeal is sti ll pending because th~ reco rds, 
we are told, are not ready. T'le a uestion nne 
would like to ask is , when wiil th~ recn rds be 
ready? 

I think that when people are im·o l1·ed in 
cases and appeals, justice should be done, and 
not only done, it should also appear to have been 
done. And so there is need for expediency in 
this case. Records should be gN 1·ery promptly 
and speedily and then the country can have the 
satisfaction that it is receiving justice in the law 
courts. 

I beg to support. 

\Ve would aga in stress the very important 
point made about judges being completely 
neutral in poli tics. We are not happy that 
there is a tendency for judges to, in fact, show 
an inclination to take part in politics. There 
is a very clear evidence in this country now 
that some judges are taking on themseh·es to 
organise g roups under whatever name they 
call it (lnterruption)-

Mr A. F. Odula na (Ijebu South): On a 
point of order, the han . Gen tleman speaking 
is goi ng against the rule of debate in this 
House. T here is no jud'l'e in any of the 
Regio ns who is in politics, and if the han. 
Gen tleman knows there is one, when he ~ets 
ou t of here he could mention it. He is making 
an untrue statement. .... 

Mr Odigbo : My point is that when we 
do increase this number, people who are 
known to be in politics or who are already in 
one form of politics or the other should not be 
appointed to the Bench as judges. We have 
clear cases in this country of people whose 
pt evious act_i vi ties as members of parties or 
some quasi-party organisation have been 
detrimental to their fair practice of judgment 
in this country. We are really very much 
disturbed about this. People who are supposed 
to show to the Rep ub lic that they are com
pletely neutral as far as politics is concerned 
do not show it. 

Mr C. A. Odigbo (Bende \\'est): I heg to 
support the Bill, and in doi ng so I wish to 
emphasise the point already made by an han. 
Member here that the appointment of ex
patriates in the judiciary seems to indicate 
loss of confidence or faith in the ability of our 
own men to run that arm of the Go,·ernment. 

Chief A. Rosiji (Egba East) : Oh a point of 
order, I think that it is improper for Members 
of this House to criticise the Judiciary on the 
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Floor of this House, especially when the~ single 
_ t the J. udges. It is · improperto cn t1c1ze the ou . . . 

judges here because of the1r position. 

Mr Speaker : It is indeed "'!< of order to 
discuss the conduct of judges In. this House, 
but at the same ti me, I ha,·e listened, ~nd 
'' ttentively too, to the :\!ember for Bende West 
(i'dr Odigbo) and I find that he IS me: ely 
speaking on the judges to be and no t the present 
judges. 

Mr Odigbo : The position of judges in this 
country is a ,-ery_ important one. W7 t~e 
pleasure in observtng that some of the JUd.,es 
are definitely men of integrity and honour and 
they are als~ men wh? dispense jus_cice m their 

rts but there is th1s d1sturb1ng fac tor wh1ch COli , h . . 
we cannot do without emp as1stng. 

We would ve ry much like our judges to keep 
away from politics and an~thing_ that savours 
of tribalism. Without any tntentlon to embar
rass anybody we wish to emphasise what_ IS a 
menace here because it is the Interes t ot the 
country which is at st~_e . In appomung t~ese 
. dges thei r past act1v1u es should be taken tnto 
~~nsideration. We believe that _there are 
lawyers who can fill these posts m this country. 
Some of them are eminent enough to have been 
made Queen's Counsel, although now~d~ys we 
defini telv th ink, and rightly too. that this IS out
dated a~d should no t be used by anybody ~_n 
this country. Eminent lawyers should ho"
el·er be recoanised and encouraged.-They can 
be encouraa~d by appoin ting them tnto this 
position of r~sponsibil i ty. 

I beg to support. 

M. Ibrahim Gusa u (Sokoto West Central) : 
In supporting this Bill, I would like to say tha~ 
it is not only the increase in the n:umber o 
'ud es that counts in this Bill. The Important 
Jthi;g in this Bill would not appea_r to ha_ve b~~~ 
seen. Representation of Re~ons tn f thi 
Su reme Court is a clear evtdence _o s 
G!vernment's intention to cater for the m~eres~ 
of all sections of the Federal Repubhc o 
Nigeria but that should not be the e~d. of ~he 
matter.' \\'hat we want is that cases ong~~au~g 
from the Regions should be deal~ WI~ l_n 
accordance with the laws of the Reg~ons. ~ IS 
not in all cases. that the resl,llts of appeals which 
come from a Region to t~e Federal Sup_reme 
Court are in agreement With the laws ot that 
particular Regio n. In th;~t respt:<:t, ii tne 

re resentation whicb. the Federal GO\·ernment 
. p k'ng is in o rder t6 reflect the oneness of the 
~esJ:r-~tion, then consideration should be gi ven 
to cases which come from the Regwns, so that 
the laws of the Regions shou ld be takenb tn to 
cons ideration when su ch appea ls are elng 
heard. 

It is ,·ery simple to increase the number of 
. ud aes from eight to eleven in orde r to re~resen~ 
{he "'Regions, but if the laws of the Regl~ns o 
origin are not respected in clecldtng the ISSues 
then the increase has not served ItS purpose. 
This is something which shou ld be carefully 
looked into by the .-\tto rney-General , and I 
be lieve that I ha ,·e the support of the :\!embers 
who come from the Regions on this tnatter . 

I therefore appeal to. the Government t~ sfe 
that considerat ion Is given to the la\\S o t le 
Regions of origin "·hen cases are sent to the 
Federal Supreme Court. 

I beg to suppo rt. 

Mr L. J. Dosunmu (Lago'. Central ) : \\'hat 
I am going to say would appea r to be cryl_~g 
over spi lt milk but in spite o t that I would like 
to say it. 

S caking for ml·self, I think this is a most 
·dP .' bl ' B;l l ~qd having listened to the 

un cs1ra ~ · • · i[ fb 1 · 
:\!ember for Sokoto \Ves t _Centrahl (. h r~um 
Gusau) I am further convtnced t at t e o J~C 
. ht b,· this Bill are the more undeslr-tl':es SO U(! J S 
bl \ Vhat do \\·e want to turn the upreme 
~o~~t to-a Statutory Corporation rep resenta
ti,·e of the Regions ? . I thi ~k we are now 

d . g the status ot our Supreme Court. 
re ucm \V C 1 ( H The Yiember for Sokoto est entra . . 
Ibrahim Gusau) keeps on emphaslstng, and 
most unfortunately the Attorney-General did 
sa the same thing, that we want Reg1onal 
r/ resentation in the Supreme Court. A 
I P . a Iawver no matter where he comes awver 1s · ; • · N h 
f • There are some errunent ' ort ern 
~~~~;~rs sitting on the High Court Benches. 

An hon. Member : But that is a part of 
our Consti tution. 

Mr Dosunmu : That is why I say that it is 
crying over spilt milk, but speaking for myself, 
I thi;1k it is an undesirable thmg and :ve. are 

d . the correct thing. I know It IS a 
not otng h th 'I' · 

art of the Constitution, and w at e .v tnlster 
fs doing now is just to rubber-stamp what the 
leaders ,•:ho met at a Conference d1d agree ~o , 
. . · . . not reJucc the fo r~c uf tae uut tnJ.t uuc::::; 
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argument that this .is a retrogress i\·e. .step, 
especially when one listens to what the 
i\lember for Sokoto \\"est Central (.H. lhraltim 
Gusau) has said. #fll 

An han. Member : But the ~·!ember for 
Sokoto \Vest Central (.H. Ibrahim Gusau) 
is not the Attomey-General. 

Mr Dosunmu : ::\o, but he is a :\[ember of 
this House. 

What I am saying is that if it becomes 
necessary to increase the membership of the 
Federal Supreme Court judges let it be done 
and let the recrt~itm~nt or t11e appoin tment be 
made from any part of the Federation. If 
we like all the judges can come from the ::\orth. 
As long as they are quali fied nobotlv minds. 
I know that there are o-ood lawyers ·from the 
North who, apart from being ::\ortherncrs are 
entitled to sit on the Supreme Cou rt Benches. 
The same thing app lies to the \\"es tern Region, 
the Eastern Region, the Federal territory of 
Lagos and e\·en the :\lid- \Ves tern Region. It 
ts absurd to turn the Supr~me Court into the 
Raikay Corporation or the E.C.::\. where 
some people ,,·ill sit and say, "Oh, I am 
representing the ::\orthern Regio n, or I am 
representing the Eastern Re:;-ion'' . 

If one appreciates \\·hat the im plication of 
the statement made h•: t : \~ :'lkmbcr fo r Sokoto 
West Central (.ll. Ibra!ti.'ll Cu.wu) is that a 
Judge should sit at the Federal S upreme 
Court as a rcpr:.:::.cntati,·e of a R;,;aion 
and that such .t _illdge should be.~ a 
person who unde rstands the la\\·s of his parti
cular Region. .-\ ::\igerian Ia ,,-,·e r is supposed 
to knO\\. the Ll'.\·::; o f l!1c.: f~..:Ll •. :;· . .Hio n-East, 
West and North. After all there are so many 
expatr~ate~ in the Northern Region who ar~ 
not Ntgenans but they are administering the 
laws of Northern Nigeria. That does not 
matter. If tomorro"·· I am made to sit in the 
Supreme Court, I would administer the law 
of the North as it is recorded in their statute 
Book. The fact that I am a southerner or a 
westerner would not have made any difference. 

Any way, as I said, it is crying over spilt 
milk. 'We have baraained for what we have 
got. But I do hope -~hat those who would be 
recruited from the Regions would not have 
narrow r~g io n al outlook and therefore interpret 
the law tn ord er to suit the Re!?ion of origin. 
T h.,,. ;e l..,,. ,.t~, . . · 

Let me lend mv support to the speec hes 
which we have had on various ~des of the 
House about the undes irabilitY· of further 
recruiting expatriates to the High ·court Bench. 
What justificat ion can anybody have in 1963 
or 196+ for the recruitment of r~.:cruiting 
expatriate to a High Court Bench anywhere in 
::\igeria? I think it is a most indefencihle 
policy and it is , to s;l\· the least, an unprogress i,·e 
act to recruit an expat riate to sit in a High 
Court anndtert: in the Federal terri ron· of 
::\igeria. . · 

Thank mu. 

The Minister of Commerce and Industry 
(.-\lhaji Zan na the han. Bukar Dipcharima) : I 
would like to contribute to this subject in 
order that some people may not go away with 
the wrong idea. Is it not a fact that sam" 
::\ige rian law,·ers are so incapable of-

Several hon. Members : No, no. 

The Minister of Commerce and In
dustry : The '-\!ember for Lagos Cent~al 
(.Hr Dosunmu) was particularly incapable. He I 
,,·as so incapable that the :\linister of Justice 
had to introduce a Bill in order to open a 
school where the han. :\!ember could be 
impro,·ed. 

Mr A. 0. Ogunsanya ( lkeja) : The han. 
and respected :\ [inister of Commerce and 
I ndustn· has not read the .-\ct to which he is 
... ,king · reference otherwise he should ha,·e 
realised that the Law School is for law student:> 
and not for lawyers. 

The Ministe r of Commerce and In
dustry : I have read more than that. It is 
because the present local practisin" barristers 
have failed so woefully that they h;ve to go to 
England for legal aid every time the Action 
Group or the N.C.N.C. is in trouble. Instead 
of looking for local talents thev run to England 
and in order to rescue them from such shame
ful acts, the :'1-Iinister of Justice had to intro
duce the Law SchooL 

Mr J. S. Tarka (Jemgba) : The Attorney
General of the ;'\ orthern Region is an expatria-te 
lawyer. 

The Minister of Commerce and Indus· 
try: The ::\orthern :'lfinister of Tustic(' i• 
iuuy qualtned lawyer. 

I 
t 
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If remember rightly, some Opposition 
:\!embers do not like to travel in aeroplanes 
manned by ::\igerian pilots. But the \linister 
of Defence and myself were the first ;\igerian 
to trave l on a plane manned by ::\igerian pilots. 

\Vhethcr the Opposition :\!embers like it or 
not, 1\igeria is a Federation and it is absolutely 
necessary that it should be governed in such 
a way that all interests are properly catered for. 

Some lawyers boast about their English legal 
qualifications . \lay I honestly tell them that 
in ::\orthern ::\igeria, there are people who are 
much more learned in .-\rJbic than some 
lawyers are, in the English language. If we 
in the ::\orth are more in number-

Chief 0. B. Akin-O lugbade (Egba South) : 
We are not saying that we should not cater 
for all interests. \\"hat we are saying is that 
we should not put a premium on regionalism 
or tribalism and ::\igerw is not an .-\rabic 
country. 

The Minister of Commerce and Indus
try: The :\[ember for Egba South (Chief 
Akin-0/ugbade) said that he was so ashamed 
of being a ::\igerian in that he had to trace his 
origin to Egypt, because Egypt at that time 
was a powerful cnuntrv. 

Chie f Akin-Olugbade : \\.here does the 
:\linister of Commerce and Industry trace his 
origin to ? 

The Minister of Commerce and Indus
try : To Bornu . 

Chief .-\kin-Olugbade : Bornu has no 
origin. 

The Minister of Commerce and Indus· 
try : Any way, the people of Bornu have a 
better origin than some Nigerians who were 
sent to Brazil and later brought back home. 

The whole idea is this : I do not agree that 
it is good to preach and practise regionalism 
of anv kind. T he hest mw is for us to educate 
our people to ch.ange th.eir outlook. If one 
goes to the Railway Corporation or the E.C.N. 
or the Income Ta.x Office, one would notice 
that people preach regionalism and discrimi
nate against those who do not come from the 
"big guns". This is true. And I think I am 
:-: b ~ ~ .. lu :::mying tnat in i rr~, .11 11-i riglu ficrc !ll 

Lagos, our sons of blessed memory like 
:\lagnus Williams ~ nd others had to fight in 
order to make ::\igerians to be proud of their 
motherland. 

Any way, :\[embers of this House should 
make it a point of duty to re-educate our people 
and make sure that all ::\iger~ans behave alike. 

An han. Member : .-\nd you too. 

The Minister of Commerce and Indus
try : If I had not changed my way, I could 
ha,·e put you in the concentration camp. 

An hon. Member : \\"here would vou be 
yourself' · 

The Minister of Commerce and Indus
try : You would not be in a position to ask tha t 
questton. 

I appeal to my brothers from certain sections 
of the conununity to beha,·e and to teach thei r· 
compatriots to beha,·e as :\igerians quite 
honestly. 

::\ow, somebody proudly told us that his side 
of the House was replete with professors and 
philosophers , but the party to which the 
professors and philosophers belong is the most 
disorganised party in the country ! We do 
no t like this sort of thing. 

( Laughter). 

Mr Speaker : Really, this seems to be 
de,·eloping into something beyond the scope of 
the BilL Perhaps the House may allow the 
Attorney-General to speak, although there is 
hardly any ti:-..e for reply. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Bill read a Second time and immediate(v 
considered in Committee. 

J USTI CES OF THE SUPREME COURT BILL : 
CoNSIDERED IN CoMMITTEE 

Clause 1-{I:-<CREASE IN NUMBER OF JusTICES) 

Chief D. N. Oronsave !Benin East) : The 
number that is required in the Bill is eight, 
that is, the increase is three but the increase 
should actually be four because at present there 
are four Regions and not three. Therefore, if 
we are to follow the Regional representation as 
alreadv stated bv the han. the Attornev-General. 
Ult! lll.lltl:J\:o ~ :~ ~u.i~.-i Oc niuc dl i ~ u~t eigilt. 
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argument that this is a retrogress ive step, 
espectally when one 1;.o~ns to what the 
i\lember for Sokoto \Ves t Central (.1!. Ibrahim 
Gusau) has said. 

An hon. Member : Out the \!ember for 
Sokoto \\ 'est Central pl. Ibrahim GnS<In) 
is no t the .-\. tto rney-Gener<tl. 

Mr Dosunmu : );o, but he is a \!ember of 
this House. 

What I am saying is that if it becomes 
necessary to inc rease the membership of the 
Fedaal Supreme Court judges le t it be done 
and let the recruitment or the appointment be 
made from any part of the Federa tion. If 
we like all the judges can come from the );orth. 
As long as they are qualified nobodv minds. 
I_ know that there are good lawyers ·from the 
~orth who, apart from being );orthernef$ are 
entttled to sit on the Supreme Court Benches. 
The same thing applies to the Western Region, 
the Eastern Reg10 n, the Federal territory of 
_Lagos and e\·en the :\l id-Western Region. It 
ts absurd to turn the Supreme Court into the 
-Railway Corporation or the E.C.);. "·here 
some people "·i ll si t and sav, ·'Oh, I am 
representing the );orthern R~gion. or I am 
representing the Eastern Re!;ion''. · 

If one appreci:ttcs what the implicat ion of 
the statemen t made b,· the :\!ember fo r :;okoto 
\\'est Ccmnl (.1!. l i!rahim • -J:'"''"' , is tha t a 
Judge shou ld sit at the Federal S upreme 
Court as a representative of a Region 
and that such a judge should be a 
person who understands the laws of his parti
cular Regwn. A ~igerian Iawver is supposed 
to know t~e laws of the Federation- East, 
West and North. After all there are so manv 
expatriates in the Northern Region who ar~ 
not Nigerians but they are ad ministering the 
laws of Northern :-<ige ria. That does not 
matter. If tomorrow, I am made to sit in the 
Supreme Court, I would adminis ter the law 
of the North as it is recorded in their statute 
Book. The fact that I am a southerner or a 
westerner would not have made any difference. 

Any way, as I said, it is crying over spilt 
mtlk. We ha,·e bargained for what we have 
got. But I do hope that those who would be 
recruited from the Regions would not have 
narrow r~gio nal outlook and therefore interpret 
the law 111 order to sui t the Region of origin . 
That is by the 11·ay. 

Let me lend m\· support to the speeches 
which we have had on various sides of the 
House about the undes irab ilitY of further 
recruiting expatriates to the High 'court Ilene h. 
What justification can anybody have in 1963 
or 196+ for the recruitment of recruiting 
expatriate to a High Court Bench anywhere in 
);ige ria ? [ think it is a m0st indefencible 
policy and it is, to sa\· the kast, an unprogress i,·e 
act to recruit an expatr iate to sit in a High 
Court anywhere in the Federal territory of 
:\igeria. 

Thank you. 

The Minister of Commerce and Industry 
(.-\.lhaji Zanna the hon . Bukar Dipcharima) : I 
,,·ould like to contribute to this subject in 
order that some people ma\· no t go away 11·ith 
the wrong idea. Is it not a fact that some 
:'-iigerian lawyers are so incapable of-

Several hon. Mem~ers : );o, no. 

The Minister of Commerce and In
dustry : The Member for Lagos Central 
(:vir Doswunu) was particula rl y incapable. He 
was so mcapable that the :\Iinister of Justice 
had to introduce a Bill in order to open a 
school where the hon. \!ember could be 
impro,·cd. 

Mr A. 0. Ogunsanya ( lkcja) : T he hon. 
and respected \[ in ister r)f ( ,m1mcrcc :~r.d 
Industry has not read the .-\.ct to which he is 
making reference otherwise he should have 
rea li sed that the Law School is for law students 
and not for lawyers. 

The Minister of Commerce and In
dustry : I have read more than that. It is 
becau~e the present local practising barristers 
ha,·e laded so woefully that they have to go to 
England for legal aid everv time the Action 
Group or the N.C.N.C. is iii trouble. Instead 
of looking for local talents thev run to England 
and in order to rescue them f~om such shame
ful acts , the Minister of Justice had to intro
duce the Law School. 

Mr J. S. Tarka (Jemgba) : The Attorney
General of the Northern Region is an expatria.te 
lawyer. 

The Minister of Commerce and Indus
try: The ~orthern \linis ter nf Just ice is a 
fully qualified lawyer. 
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·· If remember rightly. some CJpposition 
:\!embers do not like to rrave l in aeroplanes 
manned by :\igerian pilots. Bu t the \linister 
of Defence and mysel f were the first :\igerian 
to tra ve l on a plane manned by :\igerian pilots. 

\\ 'hether the Oppositior. \!embers like it or 
not , :\igeria is a Federation and it is absolutely 
necessary that it should be go,·erned in such 
a way that all interests are properly catered fo r. 

Some Iawver> boas t ahout their English legal 
qualifications. :\lay l h o :~estly tell them that 
in :-<orthern :\igeria, there are people who are 
much more learned in .-\.robic th:tn some 
lawyers are, in the English language. If we 
in the ::\orth are more in number-

Chief 0. B. Akin-Olugbade (Egba ~outh) : 
\\ 'e are not saying that we should not cater 
for all interests. \\'hat 1\·e are saying is that 
we should not put a pre:n!um on regionalism 

- or rribalism and :\igeria is not an .\rabic 
country. 

The Minister of Commerce and Indus
try : The :\!ember for Egba South (Chief 
Akin-Olugbade) said that he was so ashamed 
of being a );igerian in that he had to trace his 
origin to Egypt. because Egypt at that time 
was a po,,·erfu l countrY. 

Chief Akin-Olugbade : \\.here does the 
:\I;nistcr of Cu :~ ::....-.cr c :! .::: ..: I : i , : · : .~ ::-·: tr3ce his 
origin to ' 

The Minister of Commerce and ~ndus
try : To Bornu. 

Chief Akin-Olugbade : Bornu has no 
origin. 

The Minister of Commerce and Indus
try : Any way, the people of Bornu have a 
better origin than some :\igerians who were 
sent to Braz il and later brought back home. 

The whole idea is this : I do not agree that 
it is good to preach and practise regionalism 
of any kind. The best way is for us to educate 
our people to change their outlook. If one 
goes to the Railway Corporation or the E.C.N. 
or the Income Ta:x Office. one would notice 
that people preach regionalism and discrimi
nate against those who do not come from the 
"b ig guns". This is true. .\nd I think I am 
right in saying that in 19+7. and right here ;n 

Lagos, our sons ·of blessed .. memory like 
:\l:tgnus Williams ~ nd others had to fight in 
order to make );igerians to be proud of their 
motherland. 

.-\.ny way, \!embers of this House should 
make it ·a point of duty to re-educate our people. 
and make sure that all :\igerians behave alike. 

An hon. M e mber : .\nd you too. 

The Minister of Commerce and Indus
try : If I had not changed my way, I could 
ha,·e put you in the concentration camp. 

An hon. Member : \\'here would vou be 
yourself? -

The Minister of Commerce and Indus
try : You would not be in a position to ask tha t 
question. 

l appeal to my brothers from certain sections 
of the community to beha,·e and to teach their 
compatriots to behave as :\igerians quite 
honestly. 

:\ow, somebody proudly told us that his side 
of the House was replete with professors and 
philosophers, but the party to which the 
professors and philosophers belong is the most 
d isorganised party in the country ! '.\'e do 
not like this sort of thing. 

( Lauohter) . 

Mr Speaker : Re:ll lv, this seems to be 
de,·eloping into something beyond the scope o [ 
the Bill. Perhaps the House may allow the 
Attorney-General to speak. although there is 
hardly any time for reply. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Bill read a Second time and immediately 
considered i11 Committee. 

J usn c ES OF THE SUPRE:'.!E COURT BILL : 
CoNSIDERED IN CoMMITTEE 

Clause !-{INCREASE IN NUMBER OF JusTtCES) 

Chief D. N. Oronsaye (Benin East) : The 
number that is required in the Bill is eight, 
that is, the increase is three but the increase 
should actually be four because at present there 
are four Regions and not three. Therefore, if 
we are to follow the Regional representation as 
alreadv stated bv the hon. the Attornev-General, 
the n{tmber should be nine and not eight'. 
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. Clause 1--( b:cRE,I;E 1:" \PIBE ROF ] L'ST ICES) 
-ordered to stand pari of the Bill. 

C lause 2-ordered to stand part of the /J !'fl. 

Bill reported zdthout .o.lmendmm!. 

Sittin!J suspended : 1.00 p.m. 

S ilting resumed : 3.00 p.m. 

.\lotion made and Question prupused, '/'h at 
the Bill be no~,. read the Third time- (T111: 
;\ l!:"I!STER OF ] l 'STrCE). 

The Attorney-General and Minister of 
Justice (Dr the han. T. 0. Elic1s ) : It is a 
matter for regret that those " ·ho ra ised so rnam· 
points in t! ~c mnr<1 i:~g :~rc not he re 1·ct so that 'r 
can make a rep ly. -I hope they ,;·ill read the 
Hansard tomorrow. 

There are two points that require an ans\\·cr 
from me. The first was the rderence made to 
the Bill by the :\·!ember for Lagos Central 
(.vir Dostutmu ) and one or two other hon . 
:\!embers. I should not hc11·e thought it 
necessary to comment on what they saiJ-

Mr S. 0. Kolade (Oyo ::.:ou th) : nn a pnint 
of order, can tile :'llini .;ter rep ly when tile 
quorum is not formed ? 

Mr Speaker : [ am afraid he c:~n . 

The Minister of Justice : I do not " ·.uH 
the impression to gain grou nd tbt "·h:~t " ·e 
are doing in thi::; Biil is . in f;H.:t . tn ·in(T to \\T it~.: 
something into our l:H,. that is :~1H :;nt!~o ri scd b,· 
the Constitution. \\ ' ith your permiss ion, :'l l.r 
Speaker, I will read out sc ::-. ion 112 of the 
Constitution to which [ referred in the course 
of introducing that Bill so that ho n. :\!embe rs 
will judge for themselves 11·hether ,,.e are 
really introducing a new principle or merely 
implementing the provision of the Constitution 
which we have all accepted. 

There was no criticism of this particu la r 
aspect of the new judicial reform when this 
Constitution was debated here anJ, even if 
there was, it was obvious that the Constitution 
~as become the law of the land and it is of very 
little use for anyone to stand up in this House 
and begin to attack something to which we have 
all contributed and which we ha1·e all accepted. 

Section 112 (1) is the most rdevant of this 
Constitution which I shall no"· proceed to 
read-

" T/ce Chief_ }!,Ls/j~f!__pj_,\ige~ia .and the 
.Justices of the Supreme Court shall be appointed 
by the l're;·itlent, acting in accordance u·ith 
the ad~·ice of the Prime .Hinister, so hv.cn;er 
that f our of the Justices of the Supreme Court 
shall be appointed by the President acting 
on the advice, as respect< each of tlw,•e Justices 
seu rally , of the Premier of a different Rl'g i.,n." 

From this han. :\!embers will no te that " ·h at 
1\'C arc proposing to do in this Bill is to irnplc
mcn t this particular provision by reference to 
the Federal Supreme Court Act of 1960. T hat 
act prescribes the maximum of fi1·e for the 
Judges of the Supreme Court. If we are to 
allow the Regions to send in their representa
ti ,·cs on the ne11· Supreme Court , it is neces,;an· 
for us to enlarge that number from five to eight 
so that the four that are corning from the 
Regions along " ·ith the four that an: now on 
the Court together with the Chief Justice will 
constitute a Bench of nine. 

The further advantage in doing that is that 
hon. :'1 !embers have complained in this House 
from time to time about the delay in hea ri ng 
Ce!Ses in the Supreme Court. The in tention is 
tha t whL'n the nurnber is incre:.tsed to nint.: :r 
11·ill be possible in the future for the Supreme 
Comt to sit in two dil'i sions and so quicken 
the hearing of cases. · 

The second point to which I think I should 
rep ly relates to the appoinunent of an expatriate 
J udge to the High Court Bench. I do not con
side r it strictly reb·ant to this Bill but, [ think. 
again "·e must do something to correct anv 
" ·rong impression that might be left on people;; 
minds. [ think I should say rightaway that 
this is not the doing of the Federal G01·ernrnent 
under the existing Constitution. The appoint
ment had been made by a duly constituted body 
which at the material time some six months ago 
exercised its normal Constitutional powers to 
appoint this particular individual to whom 
reference had been made and another authoritY 
that had little to do except to approve wh:~t h<i.S 
been Jane by that body, also appro1·ed in 
writing. 

On the basis of this a letter was written to the 
individual concerned and he replied also in 
\Hiting. All these took place even before the 
last Constitutional Conference was held in 
July 1963. I think in these circumstances, 
hon. :'1 [embers will see that the appointment 
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which they have all criticised from all sides of 
the HoLISe ha5 'not- liee!l- made under the new 
arrangement. However, no doubt what Mem
bers have. said ~ way of resen~ment of ~his 
kind of thtng wtll surely be noted 10 appropnate 
quarters. 

Question put and agreed tu. 

Bill accordingly read the Third time attd 
passed. 

l\ATIO:"AL Ho:-<ocRs BILL 

Order for Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Justice : I think this is a 
very welcome Bill as hon. :\!embers will note. 
When we were debating the Constitution last 
September, we said that in order to implement 
a section of the Constitution that provides for 
national honours, it is necessary that a Bill be 
enacted to carry that provision into effect. 
\\'hat we have done here as vou would see from 
my explanatory memorandU'm is to make three 
important provisions. 

The first is to say that foreign national 
honours can no longer be conferred upon 
Nigerians nor can they be conferred upon those 
non-:\igerians who are in any of our public 
services throughout the Federation without the 
consent of the President of the Republic. 

Secondly, we make it a criminal offence for 
people who are not entitled to it to wear insignia 
of all these offices. I think it is right that this 
sort of penalty should be provided so as to 
discourage people W,egally claiming titles and 
other insignia. 

The last point is in relation to honorary 
awards from abroad in the case of educational 
or professional institutions. I think this is 
right and there is no conflict between it and our 
Republican status. We have severely left 
alone, of course, among the dignities for which 
we provide the question of the creation of 
chieftaincies as this is entirely beyond the com
petence of the Federal Government and must 
be left to the Regional laws that govern these 
awards. This Bill also will be supported by 
a kind of subsidiary legislation which will be 

· available to Members that want it from the 
Government Printer. 

You will notice that in sections I (3) and 1 ( 4 ), 
reference is made to a warrant under the hands 
of the President by which these appointments 
would be made and under which the various 
services rendered by the recipients would be 

duly ..ccited by the President when rnakin ~ 
appointments to these offices. I do not think 
that there is very much more in the Bill to 
warrant any further explanat ion. 

I beg to move. 

The Minister of Internal Affairs (.\ lluji 
the han. Shehu Shagari) : I b~g to second. 

Professor Kalu Ezera (Bende East) : Th is 
is indeed a welcome Bill. There is , howel'er . 
one point of contention in it and in my op inion 
the point is that this Bill sti ll lca,·es pro,·ision 
for the conferring of foreign titles with the 
consent of the President of the Re?ub iic. 

:'lly quarrel with thi~ !Jill is thctt there shou ld 
be no prov ision at all . with ur 11· it hout the 
consent of anybody, for any further foreign 
titles to be awarded in this cou ntrY si nce the 
attainment of our Republican s t~tus. Very 
franklv, I was shocked. as indeed most of m,· 
colleagues "ho think like me were shocked. 
when I reaJ Jhat on the attainment of our 
Republican status, ::\igeria sti ll ha,·e two 
categories of awards ; its own national awards 
and the foreign c1wards with perm ission. I 
think this is a compromise which is u~:1ecessar: . 
It is uncalled for and in fact. it negates the 
entire principle of sovereignty. 

I agree that we have had th is pro1·iso. 
namely, the President must gi1·e hi;; consent. 
but I wonder why we shou ld gi,·e any pro1·iso 
at all. During the time when the l'nited 
States of America "·on her independence. it 
must be clear to the Gol'ernment and to all 
Members of this House that that countn· 
categorically stated in her Const itu tion that no 
citizen of the l' nited States should receil'e a 
foreign award. If .\merica, which is . the kit 
and kin of the British people, could take that 
decision, why cannot ~igeria ? .\re we more 
British than the British themseh·es ? 

This is the danger with us. \\' e do not 
want to be colonisers, we do not want to 
emancipate. We want to be more British 
than the British themselves. ::\ow we do not 
hate the British, but we want to do things in 
accordance with our national sentiments. 
There should be no apology at all about 
conferring of foreign titles; it should be 
clearly out of our Statute Book, President'; 
approval or no President's appro1·al. Thi ~ 
is my quar!cl ll'ith the prol'ision of the Bill. 
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- [~RO FESS_O_R_EZ]':RA] .. . country, several issues will be involved as the I beg to support . 
I know that the i\!inister of Finance is a :\!_ember for Bende East (Prof essor E::era) has The Mi~ister of Finance : \\"e ha,·e some

thing to offer. 

In the first place, t~c countries that rea lly 
want to contcr ce rta1n honours on certain 
individuals will feel a b it embarrassed and a bit 
re~trained to know_ that they have to get per
miSSIOn from the l\1genan Government. The 
country might start to ask whether permiss ion 
to confer the honour would be given in respect 
of this particular individual. Out here in 
~ige ri a, we are quite aware that politics are 
brou~ht in_to everything. If this parti cular 
tndlVldual 1s not in the good books of the 
Governmen,t, what do you expect to be the 
reply' The Government will write back to 
say that the individual is not entitled to the 
honour, and it should not be conferred, even 
though that country feels that, for one reason 
or the other, this honour should be conferred 
on this parti cular individual. 

C.M.G. I know also that the Prime Minister smd. 
is a ,;.;.B.E. \Vithout prejudice to those who 
already have these titles, I think that there 
should be no further provision for these 
awards in this coun try. Those who have had 
It may keep what they have, but we do not 
want any more of these awards with or without 
the President 's approval. 

The Minister of Justice : Gentlemen, I 
do not want to cut in at this stage, but I 
thought we might . help the debate by clearing 
up one or two po1nts . I think it is right for 
us to remember that the provision there is not 
rea_lly in . favour of any particular country . 
It tS not tntended that British honours should 
continue to come here. 

I thi nk the !\!ember for Bende East (Pro
f es;w Ezera) will note that in this New Year 
honours l!st, there is not a single Nigerian 
name. :v hy we have thought it right to put 
the prov1so was because of the kind of thing 
thnt happened to three :\igerians in Liberia 
only the other day. Is it really being seriously 
suggested that when a_ ~riendly African country 
ltke L1ben~, or an Atncan c~JUntry like Niger 
should dec1de to gtve some ktnd of decorations 
to :\igcrians, \\ e should say that we have a law 
here which makes it impossible for us to allow 
that 1 

If you look at the warrant you will find that 
we took .,.care o\·e r these matters. If you 
remember the thinking of the Government of 
the day and of the President of the Republic, 
you w1ll know that that point will be fully 
taken care of. But we do not want really to 
bar other African States trying to do honour to 
some of our countrymen who may be considered 
worthy of those honours. 

That is why we have put the proviso and 
the Constitution does not say that there will 
be two parallel sets of honours. Th.:re is 
only one national set of honours and the 
President of the Republic is the fountain of 
honours for Nigeria. 

Mr Odebunmi (Egba North) : Sometimes I 
am embarrassed when certain Bills are intro
duced to the Floor of this House. This 
particular Bill requires very careful considera
tion. vVhen we say it is necessary to get 
permission from the President before confer
ring honours on certain individuals in the 

A~other point that strikes me-about this Bill 
is this : what will happen to British titles , 
particularly titles like O.B .E., :\I.B.E., already 
confen ed on certain ~igeria ns . These titles 
are sentimental anyway. O.B.E . means Officer 
of the British Empire, and 2\-L B.E. means 
!\!ember of the British Empire. A ch3nge has 
to be made in the meanings of these titles 
because the British Empire just does not exist 
at the moment. The Empire, which was 
prided as a place where the sun never sets. 
now has the sun already setting. It migh t be 
necessary to change the signi fi cance of these 
titles. This may not be our concern am·wav 
but something that will embrace the Corn:mo~~ 
wealth of Nations, since the old Empire has 
been replaced by the Commonwealth of 
Nations. 

The third point I would like to raise con
cerns Nigeria's own titles. vVhat are our 
national titles ? What titles do we have in the 
Republic of ~igeria 1 I think that by the time 
we attained this Republican status, the Govern
ment ought to have thought it wise to list the 
titles which could be conferred by the Republic 
of ~igeria . At present, we know only of titles 
like :"I"LP., J .P., but we want the ordinary man
in-the-street to be familiar with what titles are 
really set aside by the Republic of Nigeria, 
and what are the conditions that could make one 
to he able to attain guch titles. This is a Bill 
that req uires very serioug consideration. 

(H) I 

Mr I. S. Onwuchekwa (.-\hoa.da Central) : 
This is a Bill which we all anticipate. Having 
attained the Republican status , it is to be 
expected that :\igeria will limit all foreign 
awards. lt is not our intention to bar fnendly 
n;~tio ns from doing honour to whom honot1r IS 
due, but such forctgn awards must be stnctly 
limited. 

It should be a cond ition that if any friendly 
nation of the world is go ing to award. its own 
honour to a :\igerian ci ti zen, that natton must 
also be prepared to accept ou r own national 
honours. I think that such should be a 
condition under which we can allow any 
forei""n count ries to award honours to our own 
citiz~ns. I t is not suffic ient to say that it must 
onlv be with the consent of the Pres ident; 
the~e should be the other condition that before 
our citizens accept fo reign honours , those 
fo reign count ries must be prepared to accept 
our own national honours . 

I beg to support. 

1\-tr P. E. Ekanem (E nyong South) : I rise 
to assoc iate myse lf with what the :\[ember for 
Bende Eas t (Professor K alu E::era) has said. 
I had thouzht that this law should ha\·e been 
ret rospecc i,~e in effect. !3y tha t I mea_n that 
eren those who had al ready had these to re1gn 
honours should fo rgo them. It was Saint 
Paul of the Bible who said that when he was a 
child he acted like a child, bu t that when he 
became a man he put away childish things. 
When we were under t he colonial regime, it 
was well and good that whatever titles were 
conferred on any of us (either because we were 
obedient boys or because we played to their 
wh.ims and caprices) should be accepted then. 
But, at least, we must learn a lesson from Saint 
Paul's sayings in the Bible. We are now a free 
people and anything that will directly or 
indirectly de tract from our freedom should be 
done away with. 

It was announced yesterday that Liberia 
conferred honours on three of our able citizens, 
and in this Bill we are being told that the 
purpose is by no means to bar our nationalists 
from recei,-ing any award or t1tle from any 
African State. If this is so, one is then forced 
to ask what honour is Nigeria going to offer to 
rcciorocatc cit izens of \hose friendly countries ? 

Mr Ekanem : If the Go\·c rnment are 
ha\·ing something to offer, they should bring 
it out for people to see. 

An hon. Member : The \!ember fo r 
Enyo ng South (.1/r £fwnem ) should realise that 
he is now in the Government Rench. 

Mr Ekanem : Where I am in this Hottse 
docs no t matter, and , in any case, I am even 
in a better position because I am nm\· "· ith the 
Gm·ern ment. 

.-\11 I am saying is that we should rec ip rocate 
our gi\·ers bv conferring our own national 
hono;Jrs to ci;izens of other foreign countries. 

I beg to support . 

Chief D. N. Abii (Owerri Eas t) : There is 
just one point that I \\·ish to raise :tn d that is . 
more or less , a question to the :\ ttornev-General 
and \l inister of Justice. I would like to know 
what the C\I inister means bv an honour from 
a foreign country, because speaking fo r myself. 
wha t happened yesterday in Liberia to Sir 
.-\hmadu Bel lo was not the kind of honour for 
\\·h ich this Bill is out to pro\·ide. The honour 
a iven to S tr .-\hmadu Bello was in recognition 
~ f the count ry on whose belulf he came to 
Liberia. They gm·e hin1 that to honou r 
:\ige ria, and there was no necessity fo r him to 
come back home to get the consent of the 
President before receiving it. 

The Attorney-General and Minister of 
Justice : On a point of information , the hon. 
Gentleman speaking may be interested to 
know that this matter was debated by a national 
body set up by the Prime :.\I inister. It studied 
this matter and reported to him before this 
provision was put into the Constitution. The 
arrangement we came to was that before the 
Sardauna of Sokoto left Nigeria he had his 
approval in his pocket. And so did \lr 
Benson and ;\[r Johnson. That is the condi
tion laid down in the Constitut ion. 

Chief D. N . Abii : The :\linister's explana
tion shows exactly that mv question was in 
Order. We did not know this before thev left. 
Parliament should have been tolJ. If the 
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Mr F. I. Okoronkwo (Aba U rban): j The Parliamentary Secretary 7() the Minister of St~te (Alhaji the,hon.hH";hir-u [CHIEF Aarr] 
Government is go ing to gi,·e any honour from 
N igeria to somebody in other countries, this 
Parliament ought to know abou t it. 

The Attorney-Gene~al and Minister of 
Justice : On a point of information, if the 
:\[ember for O"·erri East (Jlr D. :'li. Abii) 
will look at section 7j of the Constitution, he 
will find it laiJ down that you cannot go 
abroad and recei1·e an honour without the 
consent of the Go,·crnment. So any reasonable 
person going abroad anJ thinking that he is 
likely to be conferred with an honour " ·ill 
obtain the necessary apprO\·al before leaving 
this country. That is in the Constitution. 

Chief D. N. Abii : [ :1m happy with the 
:\[inister, but I still maintain that an honour 
recei1·ed in the name of \"igeria is a property of 
the country. It is not the property of the 
President or that of his :\ !inisters. T he 
Parliament ought to know what kind of title 
we can give out from \"igeria. 

Mr Speaker : I Jo not think that this 
debate should go so far. \\'ill the hon. Gentle
man speaking please confine himself to the 
su bject of the Bill. 

Chief Abii : Tha11k ::ou . :\[r Speaker. 
think I have maJ e my poin t. However, 
I have another point to make. I would like 
to say that these honours which we now refuse 
and which we say shou ld no longer be confer red 
upon our citizens "·ere gi,·en out not on 
perso.~l merits, but because the imperialists 
then liked a particular person and they gave 
him whatever he wanted. T o-day we find that 
the honours are useless-useless to the reci
pients and useless to all of us . May we 
hwnbly express, through this House, to the 
President that none of these honours should 
come to us again. \Ve do not want them. 

Mr S. D. Lar (Lowland East) : On a point 
of order, I want to say that the hon. Gentle
man speaking who is a Chief Whip of the 
N.C.N.C. is expressing his own personal view, 
not that of the House or of the Government. 
Personally, I have never recei,·ed any foreign 
honour, but to say that the honours given to 
our people are useless is being very, very 
ungrateful. 

Mr Speaker : Surely the :VIember for 
Lowland East (.llr S . D. Lar) knows very 11·ell 
that this is not a point of order. 

supporting this Bill I have to say that we .Minister of Justice (Mr R. B. K. Okat'o r) : AdaJl): On a pomt of orJer~ ~ tr , t ~ ar ~a-
not quarrelling with the honours or cit!· • . supporting this people's Bill I want to mentary Secretary to the i\ltmster ot Jus nee 

· · bl 'I ' · f · d ·· th' · d 'd ot m 1t1'on mv name and I do not know awarded to ahle N1genans by some of thank my a e '.' m1ster ~r mtro uc1ng IS 1 n e1 . 
African countries; but we are definitely ag · Bill. The quest1on . of fore1gn honours .tn my why. 
any foreign h:)nou r From our former colon·· 0wn personal opm1on IS a matter ot such Mr Okafor : During the struggle for inde
masters because such honours are regarded b significance that when hon. :\[ embers of pendence I did not see this man ! ( Laughter). 
the progress ive elements in this country · Parliament .begm to d1swss them must appre
another system of trying to undermine t ciate one thmg, and that ts th~t fore1gn honours 
SO\'ereignty of this country. played a very, very v1tal part m the strug~ lc fo r 

our independence. I know, and perhaps 
[ must be frank to say that in colonial daj1 few hon. Members know as well •. that those 

we regarded those who received these honolll' who were given most of these fore1gn honou~s 
as traitors to the cause of our fatherland an did everything possible for them to make tt 
\\·ould say that before any honour is award impossible fo r us to rule ourseh·es to-day. 
or before any person to whom the honour ~ i\[ost of these things should be recalled and I 
going to be conferred ~ives his consent, these want it to be recorded here on the Floor of 
honours should be approved by the Pres ident this House that the government IS uking the 

right step. 
Why I say this is that some individuals rna• 

be regarded here at home as subversive elemenn As the Member for Aba Crban (Jfr F. I. 
who could overthrow tne government anc Okoronkico) has put it, now that we are on 
there may be some African countries that 11131 our own-we have attained manhood-there. 
also wish to award honours to these subversi1~ is no reason why those who actually struggled 
elements to encourage them to carry on theii to make it possible for us to be here to talk and 
subversive activities in Nigeria. Such honou!! to rule the country should not be honoured. 
should be prevented, and in this respect, l At least they should be remembered for the 
agree \\·~th the provis ions made in the Bill. pacts they played in bringin~ independence 

.to this countrv. :\ man like 0111 11111 E; o 
Coming to the award of \" igerian honour; should be gi,·en-one. 

and titles, I think it is high time that tht 
Federal Government recognised those who 
fough t for the freedom of this country. There Chief 0. B. Akin-Olugbade (Egba South} : 
are some youn~ elements who fought for the (,~a point of order , by the reasoning of the 
freedo m of Ntgena, and who, to-day arc hon. Member speaking, I wish to say that the 
rel~g.ated to the background in Nigerian Minister of Finance (Chief Festus Okotie- Eboh) 
pohttcs. These are the people who should was one of those who impeded the speed with 
r_eceive an award of honour of our . national which we got to independence bec~use ~e 
t1tles and not those who opposed the mdepen- accepted a foreign honour-C.M. G. ~o . he 1s 
Jence of our country. not entitled to a Nigerian honour. 

For instance, in Nigeria we have people like 
:VIokgwu Okoye, Raji Abdallah, Osita Agwuna, 
Tony Enahoro who is now in prison, and 
others. These are some of the young men 
who identified themselves with the struggle 
for our freedom ; they were jailed by the 
British Government because they wanted to 
overthrow the regime of the British colonial 
rule. Shou!J we not compensate them at 
this time ? There are many others like them. 

I am therefore appealing to the Federal 
Government to compensate these young men 
who were baptised in those days in the colonial 
prisons. Let us honour th<!m and show our 
appreciation of what they diJ. 

Mr .Okafor: I think the Speaker of this 
House has done a magnificent job and when 

·e have our own honours he should be given 
ne. As a matter of fact a man, who has been 
esponsible for bringing into this House, 
rogressive Bills, couched in beautiful legal 

bnguage, like the hon. the Attorney-General 
nd Minister of Justice should also be honoured. 

And immediately my Minister has one, the 
next person to have a national honour is 
rnvself. (Laughter ). 

Another point is that we s~ould di~cuss 
foreign honours vil·-a-vrs local chteftamcy utles. 

I was talking of chieftaincy titles .'l.·is-a--ois 
foreign honours. I think that the t1~1e wtll 
come when the Federal Go,·ernmen t w1ll ha,·e 
to re,·icw the rate with which people like the 
:\[ember for Egba East (Chief rlyo Rostji ) 
run down to Abeokuta to begin to gather 
ch ieft;t incy titles of one type or the other. 

\\' ith these few remarks I support the Bill. 

Whereupon the Minister of !Hines and Po~cer 
rose in his place and claimed to nwt·e, That the 
Question be note put. 

Question, That the QuPslion be 1wtv put, put 
and agreed to. 

.\lain Question put and agreed to. 

Bill read a S econd time and immediately 
ron.ridered in Committee. 

\" Ano~AL H o:-:ot.:Rs BILL : 

CONSIDERED IN CO:I I:I llTTEE 

Clause !--(POWER TO PROVIDE BY \V..I.RRA='T 

FOR .\W.\RD OF HONO IJRS). 

Shettima Ali Monguno (Kaga !\larghi) : 
I would only like to draw the attention of the 
House to the fact that if this country awards 
nationals of other foreign countries our 
national honours we should at the same time in 
recognition of servi<.es rend~red by natio~als of 
other countries accept foretgn awards wtthout 
anv discrimination. After all, what is our 
fo;eign policy ? It is unf?rtunate that we hav.e, 
on this particular occasiOn, to recall certam 
unhappy incidents which simply because we 
happened to be a British. Col~ny we had 
experienced before becom.mg mdependent. 
There are however, two stdes to the story. 
The British did a good job in bringing Nigeria 
to her present standard even though at . the 
same time there are certain unpleasant things 
which we still remember. But we should also 
remember that two wrongs cannot make one 
right. 
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Chie f 0. B. A,lin-Olugba de (Egba South): empo\\·e ring the Pres ident to give honours 
:\[ r Chainnan , I ~•eek yo ur permiss ion to refe r people who are not citizens of th is coun 
to Clause I , subsection (+) " ·hich states:- we fi nd tha t they dese rve such honours. 

" (+) The power to make awards in honou rs may be honorary such as ha,·e 
pursuance of a warrant unde r this section give n to ou r own leaders here. 
shall be exercisable by the President in The Prime :Vlinis ter was honoured when 
acco rdance with the provisions of subsertion wen t to G uinea last time and I think 
(2) of sect ion seventy-five of the Constitution recently, as we were told by the' hon. ' 
of the Federation (which pro"idc fo r awards General, eminen t citizens of this coun 
to be made on the advice of the Premier of a had been to Liberi a were given honours.· 
Region in respect of ser\'ices to the Region had the approval in their pockets before 
and on the advice of the Prime :Vlinister in honours were conferred upon them. 

other cases)." I think we should give the Pres ident of 

\Vel! , constitutiona l rulers are known to be cou nt ry the power to besto\~ honours 
fo u ntains of honour, but it "·ould appear that have nothing to do with poli tics. It 
the tendency now is to make o·ur constitu- only when he 0\'e rlooks the interest 
tiona! ru lers, like the President of the Federation Prime :V[in is ter or the Premier b~· 
effeminate, by immascula ting them. Whv honours and decora tions to people he 
should we not expect the President of th~ would run down the G overnment that 
Federation to know who should be entitled should be ca lled to question. I think this 
to awards of honours, decorations, and other disc retion which should be vc:sted in 
d f 

Pres ident. 
ignities or services n:ndered to this country. 

I <:>bserve that in connection w ith th is 
I think it is too much• of a curtailment of section under Clause 3 (2) it is stated 

the prerogatives which consti tutional rulers Act shall be deemed to have come into 
enjoy to ask the President to relv on the advice the 1st day of October, 1963 . This shows 
o f either the Prime "-l:nister or the Premier of a these honours are already piled 
Region . T here is another danger and it is that packets somewhere and will be cl istn 
Preside? t cannot e;ercise this power except on retrospective effect. I would not be 
the advtce of a poltttca l head who is either the if the highest honours go to the :\li 
Premier of a Region or the Prime Minister. F mance, because he published his 
The tendency is t here fo r a Premiet or the yesterday and distribu ted them to us 
Prime :Vlin;ster to recommend members of his it is '~e ll known that the generali ty of ' 
O\~n. political parry,_ or his own stooges, or his of th1s country do not consider his 
mtmons for decoratwns, dign ities, and honours. deserving of honours. 

I t would be inconceivable to expect a Premier 
who is at daggers drawn with the Leader of the 
Opposition , for instance in the \\'estern Region , 
n_o_ matter what. effort the Leader of the Oppo
sttLOn has p~t tn the struggle for the indepen
dence of this country-to recommend him to 
the President for decoration, or honour or 
dignity. I think t~is is an awkward thing. 
We except our Prestdent not to be a politician 
in one word. We expect him to steer clear of 
politics ,_ and the ~vo~k. of awarding honouts, 
deco~att?ns , and digm~tes to deserving citizens 
of N tgeua, should be hts sole prerogative. 

There is another point and it has to do with 
diplomacy. We have a~ta_i ned matur ity or 
natwnhood, and as such tt 1s expedient for us 
to en~ourage non-citizens of this country by 
awardmg honours to them, and that is by 

_Anyway, as we usually say on the Floor 
th1s House, we have a Prime ?.linister in 
many people have confidence, and who, 
people think, would be fair and just. 

An hon. Member : Is the hon. ' 
showering praises, too ? 

Chief Akin-Olugbade : I do not belong 
the_ Prime Minister's party, and I am 
obhged to praise him. It is a fact which is 
known that he can be trusted upon to be 
bu~ _what of rabid politicians like the 
Mmtster of Finance and one or two 
like the Member for Ikeja (Mr Ogwzsanya}-

The M~ster of Finance (Chief the 
F . S. Okot.te-Eboh) : On a point of info 
Mr Chairman-

Chief Akin-Olugbade : I do not yield ! 
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The Minister of Financ e : The :\! ember 
fo r Egba South (Ch ief .'l.kin -Oiughade) 1\'0ulcl 
~ield if he is fair ! 

Chief Akin-Olug b a d e : I th ink I ha ,·e 
made my points that there may be honou rs 
already in s,>me packets which would be 
dis tributed . They should not forge t those of 
us who were bo ld enough to look stra ight in to 
the face of the imperialis t when he was the 
stronges t in this cou ntry. 

The M inis ter of Finance : The :\!ember 
fo r Egba Sou th (Chief Akin-Olugbade) 
has just said tha t the re are rabid politicians, 
including myself, in this country ; if by his 
interpretation, he wou ld accept that because 
i am opposed to the p roposed alliance between 
the ~.C.?\ .C. and the Action G roup then I 
would say yes , I am a rabid polit ician, and I 
will be opposed to the alliance till tomorrow. 

The Attorney-General and Minister of 
Justice (Dr the hon. T. 0. Elias) : M av I 
reply briefly to what the :\[ember fo r Egba 
South (Chief ,-lkin-Olugbade) has just said. 
There are three poin ts, and the first point 
concerns the position of the President in this 
arrangement . 

\ \'e took care to studv the precedents in the 
Bri tish Isles and in other p laces like America, 
and in fact, it is our information that honours 
and awards are usuallv awarded on the ad,·ice 
of the Go,·ernment in po"·er. T here is no 
precedent " ·here the power is gi,·en to the 
Head of State to do as he pleases with. Even 
the Queen is advised by her Cabinet. 

T he second point concerns the issue of 
whether fo reigners should be given N igerian 
honours. I can assure the iv[ember for Egba 
South (Chief 0. B . A kin-Olugbade) that when 
he sees the warrant under which the President 
will make his awards, he will find that his points 
have been taken care of, and we can confer 
honours on foreigners just as we receive from 
them. 

. His third and final point concerns the main 
1ssue that he raised about the honours having 
been piled up together somewhere to be dis
~rib uted later. In my own view, I think there 
1s no such intention on the part of the Govern
ment at the moment. 

Mr W. 0 . Briggs (Degema) : But the hon. 
:'.!ember is not the Prime Minister : he is just 
the .\ttorney·General and no more ! 

The Attorne y-Gene r a l and Minis ter of 
Justice : But ha\' ing d rafted the llill , I should 
know why we put it there aml it is fo r informa
tion th at I am saying this. [ am no t speaking 
fo r the Prime M inister as to the adm=.tHrat ion 
ot' hi s Government. But as regards this C lause, 
"·hy we put that particular provision is that 
there bavc been fi ve honou rs alreaclv awarded 
under the Constitu t ion. These mu~t be: vali
dated by this retrospecti,·e pro,·ision and we 
made it clea r that honours wi ll be awarded onl\· 
once in a year, usually on Repudic Da~· 
so that the re will be no question of tht! who le 
th ing being piled up somewhere. 

Clause !--(POWER T O PROVIDE BY W.\ RR.\..'\T 

FOR A WARD OF Ho::-;Ot;RS)-ordered to ;·tand part 
of the Rill. 

Claus~; 2 and 3-ordered to ,·tand part of the 
Bill. 

Bill reported, tuithout A mendment. 

i\1otion made and Question proposed, That 
the Bill be now read the Third time-(T!! E 
ATTOR:-IEY- GE:-!ERAL o\);D :Vl!:-i !STER OF J L'STICE). 

M. Ibrahim Gusau (Sokoto West Central) : 
It is natural that whatever we do in th is House 
should be recorded at least in the Hansard. 
and as such I kno w that this Bill will appear in 
the Hansard. So also is the debate on the 
awards to be given to those who sen·ed this 
cou ntry before independence. 

I . have no quarrel ,,·hate,·er with the sug
gestions made by other :\[embers but ..,_ the 
same time, I want to put it on record that it 
is ?ot only those who had the means of publ i
ctstng themselves and their activities at that 
time who contributed to the independence of 
this country. It is difficult to mention all thc.se 
who served this country sil~n t ly and all those 
who contributed to make this country what it 
is to-day. (Interruption). If I am not correct, 
I am open to correction. 

Every M ember of this House is quite aware, 
that there are numerous people who contributed 
towards Nigerian independence, but who had 
no opportunity of publicising themselves 
either in the Newspapers or on the radio and 
who had no connection whatsoever with those 
politicians who were then in the field . 

For that reason, I would like to suggest that 
whatever criticisms ' \'e have against foreign 
honours, there is one precedent that has been 

(79) 



f l'<leral l'arliamenl Debates 

J21)j [.\"ati,mnl ffonoun Bill] 'J j .-\:-; L \RY 1 '16~ [Elec toral Bill J 

ELECTORAL BILL 

32% 

(:\!. l uH .. I IIr~r GcsAL· ] 
established and this should be followed in 
future. \l.hcre,·cr members of the community 
are, they shou ld not be forgotten if they had 
contribu ted towards our independence. 
\Vhethcr thev are in the ci ti es or in the rural 
are:1s, they should not be forgotten in the a~;·ard 
of honours. This preceden t should not be 
ignored in the future . 

I would li ke those who handle our national 
awards to copy at least this precedent because 
those who sen·ed well in the past, in whate,·e r 
capacity shou ld not be forgotten. 

I beg to support. 

Mr A. U. D. Mbah (Owerri :\orth): This 
Bill has been suffic iently discussed , but l mere ly 
want to emphasise one point and that is, 
having attained the status of a republic, there 
will be no point in trying to suggest to the 
President, or in making pro,·ision allowi ng 
conferment of any type of fo reign honours on 
our nationals except, of course, one type of 
foreign honou rs-those from :\frican States. 
1\"e must be ,·e rv clear on this matter. There 
is no question ·of advising the Pres iden t to 
accept any honours from Britai n. (Inter
ruption). 

The Minister of Finance (Ch ief the hon . 
F. S. Okotie-Eboh) : On a poin t of order ! 
The poi nt of orde r is the irrelevancy of the 
debate. Hon . :\!embers are mature enough to 
know that during the Third Reading of a Bill, 
speeches should be directed to the more 
technical points and not the merits or the 
demerits of the Bill. That ought to have been 
done during the Second Reading of the Bill. 

Mr Speaker : I quite agree with the hon. 
Minister of Finance. I think at the Third 
Reading, Members should not discuss details 
which should have been discussed at the 
Second Reading stage. 

Mr E. C. Akwiwu (Orlu South East) : :Vfay 
we have the ruling of the Chair on what the 
Minister of Finance has just said I The 
Minister was defining the scope of the debate 
as pertaining merely to technicalities. I am 
not quite sure that is right. 

Mr Speaker : This matter seems to be an 
affair between two experts on Standing 
Orders. Personally, I feel it is time to put 
the Question. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Bill read the Third time and passed. 

Order for S econd Reading read. 

The Minister of In"rernal Affairs (.-\lhaji 
the hon. Shehu Shagari): [ rise to move that a 
Bill for an Act to amend the Electoral .-\ct of 
I 962 be now read a second time. 

During the debate on the Electoral Bill of 
1962, .\!embers expressed ,·ery strong views 
about some of the pro;·isions of the Bill. 
Since my colleagues and l are always willing to 
give serious consideration to reasonab!e and 
constructive suggestions. Government has given 
very careful thought to the ,·iews then expressed 
in this House. The debate on the Bill ranged 
over the question of the depos it payable by 
cand idates, election expenses, the use of thugs, 
the delays in dealing with election petitions, 
,·ot ing by proxy, printi ng of ballot papers, 
withdrawal of candidates and a number of other 
matters . The subject of elections touches 
all :\!embers closelv, I therefore crave vour 
permission to dwell at wme length on the p~ in ts 
li sted. 

Section 8 of the 1962 .-\ct requires that a 
deposit of £ I 0 shoula be paid before an 
object ion is lodged to the inclusion of a name 
in the list of ,·oters. This pro,·ision was 
inserted in the .-\ct in orde r to discourage 
fri vo lous objection of the type with whi-:h " ·e 
have sometimes been plagu~. but it gm·e rise 
in turn to the danger that persons wishing to 
lodge objections in good faith might be afraid 
to do so fo r fear of los ing money which they 
could not affo rd . During the debate on the 
1962 Act, .\!embers suggested as an alternati,·e 
that the amount of deposit should be reduced . 
I t seems to me that if the deposit were reduced 
sufficiently not to discourage genuine objec
tions, it would no longer constitute a deterrent 
to frivolous ones. It is therefore proposed that 
deposits should no longer be required before 
the lodgiug of an objection. 

Section 20 of the 1962 Act provides that 
everv .\'Iember should, before his nomination 
pap~r is delivered to the Electoral Officer, pay a 
deposit of £25. Members considered that this 
sum should be substantially increased to 
discourage frivolous nominations. Govern-
ment is in complete agreement with this view 
and the Bill before you provides for the deposit 
to be raised to £I 00. 

(SO) 
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During trte debate on the 1962 Act, i.H cmbcrs 
on both sides of this House stressed the need tO 

control election expenses. When my prede
cessor in office spoke in reply to points made 
about this matter, he pointed out the difficulty 
which would arise in working out a satisfactory 
basis for calculating maximum expenditure in 
Kigeria in view of the great diversity of cond i
tions in the Federation and the fact that the 
actual enforcement of anv control would be 
very difficult to achie\·e. ·I share my prede
cessor's view on this question. Like him. 
my \·iew is that much more important tbn the 
control of legitimate expenditure incutTecl by 
candidates on such matters as the hire of halls 
and the printing of leaAets , "is the preve ntion of 
illegal expenditure on the treating of electors. 
\Vhereas the 1959 regulations had made 
treating only for the ,·ery li mited period 
between the dissolution of Parliament and the 
return of the writs, for the greater part of the 
year, it would be quite in order for candidates_ 
to treat voters for ihe purpose of influencing 
their votes, providing that such treating ceased 
when Parliament was dissoh·ed, \\·hich would 
normally happen only a few weeks before 
Polling Dav. It is considered that Section 60 
of the 196.2 Act shouiJ be amended so that 
treating should become an offence, whenever it 
is committed . 

An. bon. Member : Is it throughout the 
five years I 

The Minister of Internal Affairs : It is 
throughout the year. In my opinion, this 
would go much further towards limiting and 
eventuallv eliminating corruption from elections 
than the· m.:re fixing of an upper limit of 
legitimate expenditure. 

An. hon. Member : \Vhat type of corrup
tion? 

The Minister of Internal Affairs : Corrup
tion is corruption, no matter whatever form it 
takes. 

With regard to the use of thugs during 
election campaigns, Members expr.essed the 
view that provision should be made m the Act 
to prevent people employ;ng thugs. The 
existing laws of t.he la~d contain. adequate 
provisions for dealmg mth thugs smce there 
are prohibitions on the ~arrying _of off~~sive 
weapons at political meeungs. No addtttonal 
provision has therefore been proposed in the 
Bill before l\-!embers. 

Some :\!embe rs suggested that ad hoc cou rts 
shou ld be se t up to hear cases appert~ining to 
elect ion petitions. In Government 's \·ie\\· , 
this is unnecessary since the Ia"· already 
provides that such petitions shoLtld take 
priority o,·e r other matters . Some other 
:\!embers wanted pro,·ision to be made for 
m ting by proxy. I fear that this system would 
lend itse lf too easily to fraud and "ould be 
unsuitab le in the Republ ic of :\igeria at 
present . 

The sugges tion \\·as also made by :\!embers 
that ballot papers used in the ,·a rious consti
tuenc ies shou ld conta in some identifica tion 
mark in respect of each constituency so that 
ballot pape rs could not be remo,·ed from one 
constituencv to another. I do not consider 
that this m·atter need to be dealt " ·ith bv law 
since the Electoral Commission has adequate 
powers to prescribe the design of ballot papers 
and did in fact arrange for the name of each 
constituency to appear on each ballot paper 
during the last Federal Elect ions. 

:\!embers further considered that the pro\·i
sion of the Electoral Act which disallo"·s the 
withdrawal of nominations after closing dates 
ha,·e passed, should be deleted. This sugges
tion is ac~eptable to Go,·crnment. pro,·ided 
such \\·ithdr'" ' ·a l t:tkes te b ce n•1 t l.!te,· t'l an 
se \·en daH after nominat ions ha,·c closed. The 
Act has therefore been suitab ly amended . 

FinallY, it has been necessary to amend the 
Act in "o rde r to delete the pro,·ision which 
requires that the records of the 1962 ~:ensus 
of population should be used in compil ing the 
list of voters and to pro,·ide instead that the 
records of the 1963 Census should be used. 
I need not dilate on this point. 

Electoral laws have political ~ignificance for 
all political partie~ and :.s such, they always 
evoke interest from all sides of the House. 
This is healthv ~mel proper, but since these 
provi~ions have previou•ly been debated in 
this House, I hope Mf"mbers would find no 
difficulty in accepting them. 

I beg to move. 

The Minister of Finance (Chief the r.on . 
F. S. Okotie-F.boh): I be~ tc second. 

Mr J. S. Tarka (Jemgba) : After listening to 
the hon. 'Minister of I rtternal Affairs on this 
Bill, I would like to condemn the Etll as 
presentt:d to the H ouse in this context. The 
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Bill is very unprogressive, It IS rr:trogrPssive, 
obnoxious, oppres~ivc and immoral. - I dare 
say that tit<! Bill is aimed p·im.<ril v r.t rig,in" 
tht> elctions and thus keeping in fO~ver a g;our 
of persons \Yho under normally and fairly 
conduckd elections would he dd eated outright. 

This Bill \\·hich is mc~n t fnr tlw fi rst Im!e
!Jendence F cdcral Elections, ;hould be m0rc 
progrc~s i ;·e and revolul ionary in nature because 
upon the conduct of the next Federal elections 
depends •. to a lar&"c extP. nt , the way people 
abr0ad " ·III judge tlus countrv aud its dc1nocratic 
outlook, and upon it depends en: irelv the 
future of democracy in Afric~. This is 
because Yi~i.-::ria is an important coumrv in 
Africa. ~ 

I wi>h . therefor<!, to spotlight the followin g 
anomalies in this very import:trt Bill ~s well as 
other releYant irregulariti es. 

I think it will be righ t to praise the \\·isdom 
of those who decid~d on the inter-R.:gional 
exchange of census inspectors. ::rhe insoecwrs 
did ; lo t of useful work in ali the R~gions, 
and if the re3uits of the present census are 
successful, then a great deal oi cred•t goes to 
the gl.Od sense of duty of those inspectors . 
Unfortunately, however, in certain areas, 
particularlv in the Northern Regiun or in 
part~ of tl;e ::\orthern Region, some e~umera
tors dehberatelv rdused to issue rc,istrat ion 
cards to elig;bl~ voters or, in ~o rne ';;ases, to 
people abo,·~ 21 for reasons connected " ·ith 
party politics. In other c2ses, thr enumerators 
drliberatcl:· J!te rcd rhe numbers of the registra · 
tion cards so that on polling day such voters 
would be diverted to other polling stations 
and would, thereforr, be unable to vote in their 
particular registration centres. (Tntcrruptions). 
I appeal to you, Mr Speaker, for protect ion 
from this mob. 

All these are in direct contradiction to the 
principle of democracy and fairplay and a direct 
disobedience of the appeal issued on the eve 
of the census by the Prime Mini3ter. An 
example of this sort of anomaly could be found 
in Wukari Division of Benue Province where I 
in particular could not go to explain the census 
implications to the people-

The Minister of Finance : On a point of 
order, quite frankly I do not know whether 

. this is strictly relevant because I think that we 
must speak the truth. A Census has been 
conducted and the census figures have not 
been released. (InterruptioiiS). 

:\lr Speaker : Order, order. \\"e h,n·e tr. 
hear po ints of order one at a time. 

The Minister of Finance : The po in t of 
order I am making, I have stated, is on tile 
ground of irrelevancy. and I say that the census. 
if it may be mentioned at all, c0uld be a brief 
I"Cfcr·cnce, but tO go intO the details Of a Cen5 LIS. I 

the ligures of which ha1·e not been released , is 
irrele1·an t. 

An hon. Member : Is the :\[inister of 
Finance the Speaker ? 

The Minister of Finance : I am not the 
Speaker, but I ha 1·e the right to speak on the 
Floor of this House because mv braio is not 
that of the grasshopper I ike you'rs. 

\\"hat I am saying is that I think my hon. 
friend the :\Iember for Jemgba (.l lr T.1r iw ) 
has a right to speak of the census generally, 
but I do not think he has the right •o go into 
the details about his own constituencv on the 
census matter when the census figures ha1·e 
not been released. I think it is improper. 
(Interruptions). 

i\lr Speaker : Order, order, I think it is 
correct that details shou ld not be discussed 
unti l the Committee Stage is reached , and, 
secondly, the census discussion is ' wider 
fi eld than the Electoral Law Amendment . 

Mr Tarka : I do not intend to challenae I 
the Speaker's ruling at all, but I 11·ish to s~r 
t hat Clause I of the Bill refers specifically to the 
co nduct of census. .\n example of this sort 
of anomaly could be fot.< ::>d in \Vukari Division I 
where I in particular could not go to explain 
the census implications to the people because 
the U.i:\l.B.C. is barred in Wukari Dirision br 
the N.A. , with the connivance of the Benu~ 
Provincial Conunissioncr-an interested per
son. 

Secondly, I come to the question of fielding 
of candidates. Elsewhere in this Bill, it is 
proYided that a candidate could withdraw his 
ca ndidature. I wish to condemn vehemently 
this provision as a very shap practice aimed at 
conniving at and condoning arbitrary and 
corrupt practices at elections. 

I come to the earnings of Members of 
Parliament. It is verv well-known that mosr 
of the Members of Pirliament in this House 
could not earn more than £360 per annutlf 
before they were elected in to this House, and 
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arc now earn ing more than £I ,OfJ{) for do ing no 1960, such a person could be guilty of treating, • .. 
11·ork at al l. Second!\·, the masses of the hut since the law in ::\igeria is a respecter of •' 
people of this country ·make at elections 11·hat certain persons, he would not be prosecuted . 
they cannot get at normal times. Con>e- On the other hand, an ordinary man who 
quently, some people with dclibcrclte sinis te r buys bec ,•ror his own supporters, say, at 
intentions seek particular objections. \\"hen lsale Eko would be prosecuted immediately 
nominations close they fail to oppose the for treating because he docs not belong to the 
parties and the next thing o:1c hears of is the party in power. 
returning unopposed of such candidates. I th ink I ha1·e pointed out enough of the 
Thirdly, at elccti<)n time one hears of a genera l se1·eral anomalies in this Bill , and I now go to 
wa1·c of kidnapping or mystericus disappear- make briefl y the follo\\·ing suggestions for the 
an~c of party cand idates who la ter are purported ca~eful consideration of, and acceptance by, 
to ha;·e withdrawn their candidature. th1s House. 

If an :\l.P. on £ 1,000 per w rnum could se ll (1) G01·e rnment should nut delegate power 
hi mself here on the Floor of the House for of maintenance of law and order to N .A.'s 
£300, what stops an ordinary man from and Local Go1·ernment bodies at election 
sell ing out his candidature for j~2 ll0? The times. Instead, such powers should be in
main reason is that most of these candidates vested only in the Nigeria Police since they 
do not pa:· their own nomination fees. Thus, are subject to abuse. 
a party wi th £ 62+.000 could buy all the seats (2) The issuing of permits for public 
in the country, all except my own. I think meetings during Federal and Regional elections 
that this House wi lt wisely reject this aspec t should be handled by the )iigeria Police. only, 
of the Bill in orde r to p ro tec t ctncl furth er Since Local Go1·eroment Police and such 
promote parliamentary democracy and its other Local Government officials as do handle 
practice. the issue of permits are interested persons and 

This Bill also pro,·ides for the increase of could put deliberate impediments in the way 
election deposits from £25 to £ 100. It is of opposing parties. 
unfortunate that this obnoxious de1·ice started (3) The ban of public meetings in the 
from the Eastern Region of all places. E1·erv- \\.est, Lagos and parts of the l\orth should 
body knows the purpose of this increase. .It ?e lifted to make for freedom of assembly, 
is meant purely to stop opposition parties from treedom of campaigns and , consequentlv, 
field ing candidates. I t is also meant to make free and fa ir elect ions. · 
Parliament a place of pri,·ilege \\·here only the 
rich feuclal ists or their children alone can sit. 
This Parl iament plus most of the :\!embers 
looks like a House of Chiefs, and I invite 
you, Mr Sp~aker , to look roun-:1 ! 

Fortunately, the Prime :VIinister is a poor 
man from the non-ruling class of Nigeria. 
I am sure that personally, but not on his 
party lines, he has the interest of the common 
man at heart. This aspect of the Bill is as 
unacceptable as it is deliberately mischievous 

· and should, therefore, be rejected . 

While I do not condone treating as a means 
of winning elections, I think that treating as 
such has a very wide meaning within the 
African concept of the term. Furthermore, 
if a man left Kaduna " ith, say, £500,000 and 
100 trucks of welt -decorated garment with 
:'lr.P.C. emblem on the back and took them to 
Gboko to distribute to the people there so as 
to win thei r support, say, in 1960 or after 

(+) .\ canc.~ate should have had many 
years to make up his mind and should, there
fo re, not be allowed to withdraw his or her 
candidature since this could make room for 
corrupt practices. 

(5) The term "treating at election times" 
should be more clearly defined and the time 
limit prohibited. 

(6) Election deposits should remain at £ 25 
to allow commoners to be elected to Parlia
ment. All chiefs and others of their ·type 
should go to the Regional Houses of Chiefs 
or the Senate. 

(7) Arrangements should be made to issue 
cards to all qualified persons who were not 
issued with registration cards. 

(8) That an All-Party Conference be con
vened by the Priine i.\-Iinister to dtscuss various 
aspects of this election. 

(83) 



i ! 

Federal Parliament Debates 

3303 [Elecloral BiliJ 9 JA::-JUARY 196+ [Electoral Bill] 3304 

(:\·lR TA RKA) 

(IJr Tnat- there should be an inte r-Regional 
exch:~nge of elector;~ ! officers, particularly 
presiding and return ing officers, s ince this will 
make for peace and fairplay on the elections. 

( !0) Finally, and most importan t of all, 
women in ;\"orthern :\igeria should be enfran
chised so that they te-o could take part as of 
right under the Constitu tion to elect and be 
elected. 

~ [r Speaker, I beg to oppose the Bill as 
amended. 

Mr S. D. Lar (Lowland East): I rise to 
welcome this Bill; in doing so, I would like to 
congratulate the f ederal Go,·ernment on their 
democratic way of listening to the public views. 
As the i\Iinister of Internal Aff:J irs has already 
said, that when we starced to debate the draft 
of this Electoral Bill there ,,·ere some objections 
from Members of this House, especi;~lly on the 
deposit paid by :\ [embers before they raise any 
objections on the preliminary list, I think we 
should congratulate the Federal Go,·ern ment 
on the abolicion of that particular section. 
Also, I think we should congratulate the 
Federal Government on the increase of the 
deposit paid by C<l ndiJates before they can · 
contest Federal elections. I think, however, 
that the £!00 is not SLtfficient. To me, we 
should raise it up to £200 or £300. 

Stweral hon. Members : Why ? 

Mr Lar : I ha,·e my reasons-

Chie f 0. B. Akin-Olugbade (Egba South) : 
The Member for Lowland East (Jlr Lar) has 
never saved up to five pounds (£5) in his life. 
The Action Group paid his electoral deposit 
in the 1959 elections. 

The Minister of Finance : Just for the 
purpose of information, hon. Members will 
recall that when the Member for Jemgba 
(i'ttlr Tarka) was speaking he criticised the 
idea of people paying electoral deposits for 
people. Then, one would have thought that 
he did not include the Action Group. But 
his cat is out of the bag now. Chief Akin
Olugbade has just said that the Action Group 
paid Mr Lar's election deposit during the 1959 
general elections ! 

Mr Tarka : l\ Iy speech was direc ted towards 
the next elections and not the 1959 elections. 

Mr Lar : I think we should let by-go<~.s be 
b)'-gones. In fact, if we begin to reveal "what 
actually took place during the federa l Elec tions 
in 1 '!59, perhaps the elections should have 
be~ nullified due to the actions of so me people. 

I have my reasons when I s;1id that the 
deposit for candidature should be increased. 
It will be better if constituencies are allowed 
to nominate their own candidates. If we leave 
this amount at £25 as it was before, well we 
shall find out that some people who do not 
e,·en want to contest elections will be sponsored 
by certain political parties. If they feel that 
the deposit is very high, such poli tical parties 
,,·ill be afraid of losing their own money, so 
that the increase will enable the right type of 
people to contest the elections. 

I am sure, if the deposit were to be increased 
during the 1959 elections, perhaps many 
::\.P.C. supporters would have been returned 
unopposed in ::\orthern ~igeria. I t was 
because the deposit was too low that the Action 
Group said that if they lost £ 25 on each 
candidate, it would not mean anything t0 them. 
So they even put up a candidate in an area 
where they knew that they had no sup_porters 
at all, and in most cases they only polled about 
58 to l 00 votes. 

!."he :.VIembcr for Jemgba (!"vir 1'arka) mude 
me·uion of \VOmt'n r.nfranchi~<Omen t in <he 
::\urth . The only mistake that people make 
is this~hcy say that if women in the :\orth 
-.,·ere allnwed to vote they m ight be ahlc to 
com' into power. I am tt> llit~g them that 
they are making a grt~at mistakt>. We of the 
N.P.C. havr. more women than aay other 
grcup of people in the Nortt\ and onr wom,.n 
han.: complete support for us. It we w<>re 
to allow wom~n the right to vote, that will 
mean even more V<'tes for us. I want the 
Member for Jemgba to know that when "e 
do not allow women to vote in the North, it 
is not that we are afraid of losil'g '1ur position. 
That is not tht> question at all. 

Before I take m•· seat, I want to dear this 
position. I often 'hear it, and even now my 
learned and hun. Friend, M r Tarka has-

All bon. Member : He is not learnecl. He 
is not a lawyer. 

J.l,fr Lar : Well, to me he is learncrl, He 
has been saying it and I have been hearing it 
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that those 0f us who were in the Actinn Grnup 
camp und nm\· i'l t he 0i.P.C. \vi ii ne<·er come 
bad' to this House in 196+. Wdl, ! c!w lknge 
him to come to m1 constituency t0 see thin!~J 
for hir.12elf. .!t is even a commo :1 kn0wled?,e 
that the !\fe:nber for Jem;:ba (.\lr}. S 'l'<11/w) 
is losing ~rounds in t~<! Bcnue Provin e<' 
n· here-

Mr J . S. Tarka (Jcn,gba) : On a po in t of 
order, [ campai~.:ned hr the :.Vll" mber for 
Lo,,·[and Ea!'t .(.1.fr S. D. Lr.r) ~ nd I go t him 
e!ected 1nto tnis Hous:! and I am going to 
unmakP. him. 

!V[r L ar : ·n ,e :\{embe r fo1 Jcm.;ba (1llr .J. S. 
Tarka) has Pc\·cr been to my Consti tuency to 
campaign for me. He docs not knuw my 
people; his act i,· ities arc only confined to 
Br nue Pro\· in -:e ~nd that is all. 

Mr F. I. Ok:oronkwo ( .-\ ba C rban) : On a 
point of ordt>r, the :\[ember for Lo,,·land 
East Llir S . D. !.nr) is w~ncleri n g ahout ancl 
it is time \\"C should not l i~ten to this pdit ic:!l 

~bat. 

Mr Lar : I urn ne t surp rised to he:u- that 
rrom a memb<'r of tf>e N.C.::\.C. because the 
N.C'.N.C. people want Members who cross 
t~c c~rpe< tu come o\·e r to t~ei r side . \\"e 
shnll never go to the ::\. C:. ::\ .C. becau~e
(brterruptiiJns) 

Mr E. C. Akwiwu (Orlu South East): 
May I appeal to the Chairman. The debate 
is changing in to a dehate of the p~mcipl cs 
'lf carpet cros.;ing. 

Mr Lar : That is also from another memoer 
of the N. C.;'\ .C. ; therefore, I will not take 
hi:n serious. I haYc already said th~t they 
want ;\[ember> from this sic!<' to come to their 
side and we ~hall never go th~re beeause we 
know-

Several hon. Members : Where are you 
going? 

Chief D. N. Abii (Owerri East) : Under 
Standing Order 25 , the i'l'lember for 
Lowland East (:llfr S. D. Lar) is irrelevant. 
May I tell him through you Mr Speaker that 
the N.C.N.C. is not clamouring for him 
because the party cannot pay for him. 

Mr W. 0. Briggs (Degema) : On a point 
of order, a very serious allegation has been 
made in this House. I am sure that the House 

and the GO\·crnment arc opposed to shv~ 
dc:1ling. If the :'-kmbcr for Owari East 
(Chief D. 1\' .. ..J hii) means that sla,·cs are hcing 
bought and sold in this House, he should say 
so definitely and let us know ho,,· much they 
1\"Crc bought--( lnicrrup!ivlli) . 

Minister of State (.-\ lhaj i tile hot; . I-L1shimu 
.-\J aji ) : If it is true th:tt .\bnbcr.; arc heing 
bought in this House. the ::\.C.::\.C. member 
should tell us for ho,,· much they bought 
the :\[ember for Ibadan South East (.1 /r 
,..j ,~ injide) and his group bccaus.: they were 
the first carpet crosscrs in this House. 

Mr Speaker : O rde r. I ha ,·e giYen enough 
latitude for :'-!em hers to make contributions 
but it seems that ~.Iembers ~re n•1t interested 
in making any contribution. 

Question put and a;;reed to. 

Bill rend a S emnd time all(/ immedia ~cly 
consi}ered in Committee. 

ELECTOR.\L BrLL : Co:-<s iDERED r:-.
Co~ r ~nTTEE 

Clause 1-(.-\LTER.H!0:-.1 OF R EFERE:\CE TO 
D .HE OF CE:-.-s l ·s , ETc. ) 

1\-!r E. C. Akwiwu (Orlu South East): .-\ll 
I \':ant to sav under this Clause is :hat since the 
::\0\·ember Census ,,·ill be used for the next 
election, may we ha,·e the result announced 
as quickly as possible so as to avoid any back
room manipulations. 

1\-!r I. S. Onwuchekwa (.-\hoada Central) : 
\Vhat a(!i tates m,· mind about Clause 1 is that 
it mw !ly pro,·t'Jes for the records of the 
::\ovember 1963 Ccsus to be used in compiling 
the preliminary list of electors under the Act. 
But the Bill is silent on the natural sequence of 
this Clause or the corollary, that is, the real 
Delimitation of Constituencies. That point 
may be taken for granted, but I stand to be 
corrected. As things are, nothing stops us 
from passing this Bill and the constituencies 
will remain the same. But if we are going to 
use the electoral census figures, the constitu
encies should be redelimited. Every :\[ember 
knows that the numerical stren!lth of some of 
these constituencies has increased and that of 
others has decreased. This Bill is silent on this 
fact and I personally would wish that this 
natural sequence be included in the ve ry Bill. 

Clause ! -(ALTERATION OF REFERE NCE TO 
DATE OF CE:-<sus, ETC .,)-ordered to stand part 
of the Bill. 
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Clause 2-(:\BOLIT!OI> OF D EPOS IT PAYABLE 

0:-1 LODGI::-IG OF OBJECT!0:-1 ). 

Mr M. B. Afanideh (Ikot Ekpene South} : 
I would like to say that the increase from £ 25 
to £100 is too much. 

The Chairman: Order. The :\[ember for 
Ikot Ekpene South (.\lr .\/. B. Ajilllidelr) is 
speaking on Clause 3 and we are now 011 

Clause 2. 

Rev. J. A. Akinyemi (!lcsha Rural) : 
Clause 2 provides for the abolition of deposit 
payable on lodging of objection. \\'hen the 
:\Iinister of Internal Affairs was in troducing 
the Bill, he said the House clamoured in 1962 
for a reduction of the depos it to be p•tid and 
not for a total abo lition of it. 

This abolition of deposit will make a non
sense of objections to names 0 11 the list. !t 
will mean that anybody can get up to raise an 
objection to certain names on the list and tha t 
will make •.he \\·ark verv cumbersome and will 
also create a l?t of conf~sion. If there is going 
to be a reductiO n, It should be from £10 to £5. 
But to abolish it completely " ·ill ma!> ~ ;\ non
sense of it. I \\·ould on ly urge that the amount 
should be reduced to £5 and no t abolished. 

Clause 2-(.-\Bo LIT IO:\ OF D HOS iT P.\ Y.\ BI.E 

Oc> LODGic>G OF 0BJECTi Oc>) - 'Jrdererf to stand 
part of the Bill. 

Clause 3-(hc RE ASE OF DEPO~IT P.\L\131.E 

BEFORE NO~Ilc>AT!Oc> ) . 

Mr A. 0. Ogunsanya ( !keja) : [ h;l\·e tiled 
an Amendmenc to this Clause 3. Oui te frank h· 
after listening to the statement ~1ade bv th~ 
~Iini~ter and bearing in mind " ·h,lt happened 
m thts House yesterday, I feel that the higher 
this figure is, the better it will be because it 
will keep out men, who are friends of the 
Member for Jemgbar (!VIr J. S. Tarka), I do 
not therefore, intend to move the .-\mendment 
which I filed. I am com·inced that this Clause 
seeks to tighten up this question of the condi
tions under which i\IIembers who wish to 
contest elections might pay the election deposit. 

One addition which I think should have 
been made to this Clause by the hon. :\ !inister 
and the han. Attorney-General is the legislation 
against carpet crossing whereby once a person 
has been voted in under the platform of anv 
political party such a person cannot cross t~ 
nother party. (Interruptions) . 

Mr S. D. Lar (Lowland East) : On a point 
of order-

Mr Ogunsanya : \\ 'hat Orde r ' 

Several han. Members : \ \'hat Orde r ; 
\\'hat Orde r ; 

The Chairman : -Orde r, orde r ! I would 
like to know what Order the :\ lcmbcr for Low
land East (.Hr Lar) is referring to. 

Mr Lar : The :\[ember fo r lkeja (.\lr 
Oifllltsanya) is irrelcl·an t. Th is Clause is not 
talking about carpet cross ing. I t is commo n 
knowledge that the .-\ct ion Group and the 
::\.C.;:.; .c. are preparing to work toge the r. 

The Chairman : I think tha t carpet 
crossing has 1·ery litt le to do wi th Clause 3 
which deals with inc rease of deposit payable 
before nomination. 

Mr Ogunsanya : T he way the Chairman 
addressed me made me feel as if [ \\·as in the 
Law Court. I must apologise. I was merely 
trying to exercise my right. 'When I filed this 
amendment to Clause 3 I had in mind that 
ccrt,t in add itions should h,l\·e been made to the 
. ' 'dnendment. Although I am not press ing 
the ooin t on but I think I am entitled to sav 
\\·ha; the Amendment em·isagecl . .-\nd I wisl1 
tn sav tha t it will be in the best interes t of this 
great country if it is specifica lly enacted that the 
lllnment a man enters the Parli c·.ment on the 
ticket of a political party, if he crosses to 
another party, he forfeits his :\[em!)ership. I 
know that this must be intolerab le to some 
:\Ic~ 1bers of this House who are in the regular 
trade of being one day Action Group, another 
ch y ~. C .::\.C . and yet still, another day 
:-.i.P.C. (Interruptions). 

Mr M. B. Afanideh (Ikot Ekpene South) : 
On a point of order-

The Chairman : Order, order ! I would 
expect. that when a Member raises a point of 
or~er It s~ould be on a very strong point, or a 
pomt whtch should have been noticed b\· the 
Committee but was not noticed. But, ~1inor 
breaches which I am capable of dealing with 
should be left to me. 

Mr Ogunsanya : In view of what I ha,·e 
said, it is quite necessary that this Clause 
should remain as it is now rather than the way 
I mtended to amend it. 
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This is an election year and know the 
_jc;1·er that is awaiting some carpet crossers . 

Since morni ng the ;:.; . C . l'~ . C. has bee n attacked 
by many people including, even the :\Iinister 
of State, Alhaji the hon. Adaji. Any one who 
wants to attack the 1\ .C.N.C. shou~ come 
outside and do so and we of the l\. C. ::\ .C. will 
answer _ such a perso n. The i\[ember for 
Dambatta (.-11/wji Sarl<in Bai) has been mis
taking me for the hon. Jaja Wachu.ku. (Inter
ruption.s) . 

The Chairman : Really, if the :\ [ember for 
Ike_!a (Jlr Ogunsmzya) wants to make a speech 
he should stop provoking one side or the other. 
Otherwise it will be ve ry di fficult for him to 
make his speech. Pro1·oking speeches, as ha n. 
:\[embers know, impedes the p rogress of the 
House. 

Clause 3- Ic>CREASE OF DEP05 !T P.\L\ BLE 

BEFORE ::\o~!lc>.HiOc>)-order to stm:d par! of the 
Bill. 

Clause +-(\\'rrHDRAW.\L OF C.\.:-."DIDATEs). 

Alhaji Baba Dambappa (:\!injibir): 
would li ke to comment on this Clause +

Withdra\,·al of cand idates . 

An han. Member : It does not deal with 
internat ional trade. 

A.lhaji Dambappa : l\o. I know. 
remember what happened during the la; t 
federal elections and I am going to relate my 
experience to the House so that the sam-hing 
may not happen this time. 

The withdrawal of a candidate by giving 
only a week's notice, leaves room for people 
who are not qualified to contest an election to 
start a row. And if people are allowed to 
withdraw their candidature by gi\'ing only a 
week's notice, it will give the wrong people a 
chance to register as candidates and campaign 
against the proper candidate only to wihdraw 
at the last moment because thev know that 
they can still get their money · back. The 
Government ought to take notice of this 
point and rule that if anybody withdraws his 
candidature at a week' s notice, such a person 
should forfeit his deposit. 

The Government should take notice of this 
and then there will not be chance for any person 
who is not serious to pretend to \\·ant to stand 
fo r an elec tion. 

The Minister of Finance (Chief the hon. 
F. S. Okotie-Eboh) : I ri:~& · to support this 
Clause + of this Bill. If 'People would like 
to withdraw it would be better for them to do 
so before the elate of the election. That, in 
my view is better than getting into the Legisla
ture and moving round about. But I would 
like to say this , that I am not at this juncture 
trying to condemn any carpet crosser because 
before parliamentary government started in 
this countrv, carpet crossing was foreign to 
all of us and [ think that for purposes of correct 
record of carpet crossing in Nigeria, it will be 
better for me as one of the people who knew 
about the history of it, to put it on record 
at least fo r the ed ucation of the people on that 
side of the House, who do not know the historv 
of carpet cross iw; in ::\igeria. When the fi rst 
election was held-

Mr W. 0. Briggs (Degema): On a point of 
order, the han. :\[ember is being 1·ery irreJe,·ant. 
\\'e are talking about withdrawal of deposits 
and not carpet crossing. 

The Minister of Finance : All :~am saving 
is that people who used carpet crossing to 
come to power in I ')52 in the \\'estern Regio n, 
should not come he re and condemn others for 
doing exact! y the same thing. 

T he ::\ .C.)I.C. won the elections in the 
Western Region in 195! and would ha1·e been 
in power. But in 1952, the .-\ction Group 
used carpet cross ing to get into power and 
passed a lot o f legislation, and now the 
members of that party have the audacity to 
come here and condemn others. At that time, 
the leader of the Action Group brought a 
camera and took photographs of carpet crossers 
and exhibited them in the press. 

Mr D. M. Gbolagunte (Ibarapa) : On a 
point of order, the Minister of Finance is 
irrelevant. 

The Chairman : Order. Surely, all this 
long history of carpet crossing has nothing to 
do with this Clause 4. 

Clause 4--(WITHDRAWAL OF CANDIDATES)
ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 5-{RE:-..!OVAL OF LIMITAT!Oc> ON 

PERIOD WHEN TREATING IS PROHIBITED) . 

Mr A. E. Effiong-Spatts (Calabar) : I think 
Clause 5 in its generality will precipitate some 
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troub le. \\"h y [ say this is that it is too genera l 
10 outlook. 

Mr A. 0. Ogunsanya (lkeja): On a point 
of order, I ha,·e already given notice of dis
allowing carpet crossers from talking in this 
H ouse ! 

Mr Effiong-Spatts : For you r information, 
I ha,·e ne,·er crossed ca rpet in this House. 

The Chairman : Order, order. I think ,,-e 
have heard enough interruptions from my 
it_nmedia t_e k_ft as well as from my immediate 
nght. 1 h1s IS very improper. 

Mr ~ffiong-Spatts : As I was saying 
Clause J \\' Ill generate a lot of trouble. This 
Clause makes one_ to understand that anybody 
who fa,·ours. or g1\·es out any fa,·ours between 
the time of \\·inning an election up to the next 
~ve years ,,·ill be implicated. That is to say, 
1f a pe rson mns the election and in the next 
four years he gi,·es out a scholarship to show 
appreciat ion of the confidence given to him 
by his constituents, he will become liab le under 
t h is Clause. 

I should like to point out that this C lause 
shou ld be made more specific because if a 
:\·!ember offers a scho larship, his ac tion might 
be mterp reted to gn·e the impression that he 
has done so in order to win election. That is 
'-'"hy I say Ck1se 5 should be m:~Je more 
specific, in order to help the people. Apart 
from that, politica l parties who have lost 
elections ,,·ill use that Clause to implicate 
people. 

I do hope the \linister of Internal Affairs 
will see this fact and make this section more 
specifiC:. He can ask the Attorney-General to 
help htm to do that, so that people will not go 
to the court ~nd say another man has given 
money to a w1dow for the purpose of winning 
elections, et cetera. That is all. 

The Minister of Internal Affairs (Aihaji 
the hon. Shehu Shagari) : I am surprised that 
Members have taken so much time in dis
cussing this Bill which they themselves have 
originated as a result of discussions on the 
original Bill which was brought in 1962. All 
this Bill seeks to do is to satisfy the requests 
made 10 th1s honourable House and in the 
Senate bv the :\I embers themselves. 

- The Electoral Bill 1962-came-to this House -
and i\Iembers expressed dissatisfaction with 
ce rtain aspects of it and the contents of this 
Bill are po ints which ~.e hon. Members 
themselves have brought up. 

M embers talk about treating, and all we 
are do ing now is to mee t the ,,·ishes of hon. 
:\!embers to s tamp out corruption and treating 
by people during electio ns and thereafter. 
Corruption is corruption at any time it 
occurs. It is the hon. :\[embers themselves 
who asked that there should be pro,·ision to 
stop corruption which has been introduced 
into this country by the .-\ction Group during 
election periods. 

What the i\Iember for Calabar (Mr Effiong
Spatts) sa1d about t rea ting and its being 
mtsunderstood, is a h it difficu lt to understand. 
I should say that the inte rpretation of the law 
is the business of the law courts, and the 
courts are competent enouah to know which 
type of treating is good and

0 

which is bad. It 
is not for me to interpret the law, but what ,,.e 
~re t_rying to do is to stamp out corruption 
111 thts countrv, and this is one of the measures 
to ach ieve thi~ end. 

Clause 5--{RE:I-lOVAL OF LI ~ IITAT!O'> o:-.; 
P ERIOD WHEN TRE.\TI'>G IS PROHIB iTED)
ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Bill reported, 1~·itlwut Amendment . 
• 

_.Vlotion made and Question proposed, That the 
Bz/1 be tww read the Third time-(THE :\Ir:o.;rSTER 
OF I NTERNAL AfFAIRS). . 

Mr A. U. D. Mbah (Owerri North): ~ow 
that we are about to pass this Bill, I only want 
to say that we are grateful to the Minister of 
Internal AJ!airs (Al~aji the han. Shehu Slzagari) 
for presentmg the Btl!. I am sure he is one of 
th~ . Ministers who are guided by public 
optmon. He has respected our views and we 
accept what he has presented to us. He is a 
progressive Minister, there is no doubt about it. 

The only point I want to make is that of 
treating. . There is no point in passing a law 
here whtch we cannot enforce. 'vVe pass this 
law of treating now and tomorrow we find 
people going ~round treating without the police 
officers _enforcmg the law. I am appealing that 
to avotd corrupt practices, we legislators 
should set the exam!Jle. Th~r~ i~ nn nnint 
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shou t ing ag:o:•1st cor ru ption when some public 
men, including polit ic ians, are corrupt and also 
try to engineer it in the village or teach the man 
in the village what is known as corruption in 
orde r to run down the othe r man. If we can 
set the example and show others to follow us, 
the law" ould achieYe its desired end. 

finally, I am ap pealing that this law should be 
enforced, but if we cannot enforce it there is 
no po int pass ing the Bill. 

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South) : I think, 
if there is anything that can be done to remo,·e 
corrupt practices during. before or after 
elec tions, this Parliament will encourage it. 
I agree with the :\Iemba for 0\\·erri l\orth 
p!r Mbah ) that the first people to contra•:ene 
this Clause 5 of the law will be the :\[embers of 
this Hous~: . They ha,·e al ready sta rted doing 
it. I wish that th is law becomes retrospecti\·e 
in effec t so that in fu ture, election may be very 
fair and void of corruption or anything tenden
tious to it. :\obody who comes to this House 
should com~ in a cv~ruptib le manner. \\'hen 
\\·e hear of stockfish being sold Yery dear in this 
country, it is because of treating. 

I am sure there is a penalty already laid 
do\\·n for those ,,·ho infringe this section of the 
law, but I must sugges t that in administering 
this law, the police should be warned about it, 
e,·en though-

An hon. M e mbe r :This man has no shame ! 
M.r Ekane m : I do not want to be dis

turbed. I ,,·a nt it on record that my status, 
famil y, whe re I come from, and age, will 
always guard me to keep secrets. 

This law should include the candidate 
himself and his agents because, if the Member 
himself does not do it, he could employ agents. 
I know somewhere, especially in my consti
tuency where a certain party has not been able 
to suc~eed since 1951, and will never succee~. 
I feel this pro\·ision is just time_ly beca~se tf 
there is any constituency where thts law will not 
be enforced, it will be enforced in the consti
tuency where I come from. 

I beg to support this Bill. 
Mr D. M. Gbolagunte (lbarapa) : I think 

the idea in clause 3 of increasing the deposit to 
£100 is to prevent frivolous objectives. I 
support that the deposit should be increased 
from £25 to £100 to make sure that the right 
people come up for election: Again, I feel 
that if we cannot increase me uepostl 11 vm 

£ 100 to £200 fo r anybody who want$ to contC3t 
an c!ection, ,,.e c'1n do something else : ,,.c can 
presc ribe a ce r tain academic standard that a 
prospect ive candidate must attain. Just yester
day, ,,.e hea rd that in Dahomey the minimum 
qualiti car ion fo r contesting election to their 
House o f Assembly is a secondary education. 
I kno w ,,·e cannot do that in :\ige ria because 
not ail the people in :\igeria can ha,·e a secon
dan· education at th is moment, but still we 
can· do :;omcth ing. \\'e can say that anybody 
,,·ho contests an e lection shou lcl be somebody 
usefully engagcd in <I certain business . 

I n the P'\st we foand pea ple who could be 
called jobless , people \rho \Wre employable but 
u1~employed , cc ming up to contes t election 
because they were sponsored by certa in political 
parties and giq:n the deposit money. \\'ha t 
such pco}>k ,to if the y arc fortunate to win the 
elect:on , is that immetli,nely they get to the 
House, they arc no more satistied with the 

_partY th<lt )!a,·e them the depos it money, and 
the,: st<n t gn ing from p;uty to pc•rty until they 
go ·round :~ II the parties . (fnterruptio1U). 

Question put all(/ agreed to. 

Bill read the Third time and passed. 

Cc•To~r> TMUFF (Dt:T!E., A'>D EXE:-.IPTIO'>S) 

(:\o . 6) ORDER. 1963 

The Minister of Finnnce : I rise tO mo,·e 
tht! r1r5t :\ Iotion :;t ~~:~c~i i~g i:~ rny n ~H"!"~~ · Th:n 
in accordance with section 7 (2) o f the Customs 
T ariff Act, the Customs Tariff (Duties and 
Exemptions) (:\o. 6) Order , 1963 be cont~med. 

I certifv tha t in accordance with the S tanding 
Order cf the House, the President of the 
Republic has given_ his re~ommendation to the 
consideration of th•s i.Vlotwn. 

There is nothing controversial about this 
Order. It is the same as the Customs Tariff 
(Duties and Exemptions) (:\o. 5) O_rde~, 1963 
which I laid before the House dunng tts last 
meeting and was published as a correction to a 
number of minor printing errors which were 
detected in the latter Order. There is, there
fore, nothing new in it. 

I beg to move. 

The Minister of Mines and Power 
(Alhaji the hon. Yusuff :.\·laitama Sule) : I beg 

tu ;;c\:onC.. 
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Mr C. A. Odigbo (Bende West) : I rise to 
support the Motion before the House. \Ve 
are very much aware that customs duties are 
t he most important sou rce of the revenue of our 

~.Government, and it is necessary that every . 
effort should be made to safeguard the interest 
of ~he Government so that all the development 
'~luch depends upo n this revenue can go on 
mcely. But 111 ca rrying out this important 
task of collecting the re,·enue, adcq uate regard 
shou ld be given to the common man-the 
consumers of the imported articles on which 
duty is charged.-

The Minister of Finance : On a point of 
order, this :\lotion that I have moved concerns 
correction of errors. How does correction of 
technical errors affect the common man in the 
hon. Gentleman's constituency? If he wants 
to spea~ on .second-hand clothing, I am 
1ntroduc111g tha t :\lotion after this one and he 
will then ha,·c an ample chance to debate it then. 

Mr A. F. Odulana (Ijebu South): On a 
point of order, I am rather amazed that the 
Minister of Finance of this country can 
involve the country in one hundred million 
pounds .loss. and if we talk of it \ve are not 
wrong. 

Q11estion put and agreed to. 

R esolved : That the Customs T ariff (Duties 
a~d. Exe:npti?ns) (~o . 6) Order, l 063 (Leg~! 
::-;ot1ce No. ! J2 of 196.1), a copy of which was 
b id before t ~ i s Hou;e on ~ th Janu,tn ·, be 
approved. ' 

CusTOMS T.\RIFF (D un ES AN D ExE~IPTtONs) 
(:\o. 7) ORDER, 1963 

This Order reduces the duty on scconJ -hanJ 
clothing from 2,·.6d per pound to ls-3d per 
pound and was made necessary-

The l fember fnr fkpj a ( .l{r Ogtu~wnya) spol<e. 

The Minister of Finance : \\"hat is th e 
matter with the :\kmhcr for Ikeja (.1/r 
Ogunsanya) ? 

_Mr A. 0 .. Ogunsanya (lkeja): I am talking 
w1th the :\l1mster of Commerce and Ind us try, 
and I th111k I am at l1 berty to speak to people 
111 th1s House. 

The Minister of Finance : I wonder 
whether, if :\!embers put themselves in my 
position, they would not take this matter 
serious ly, because they know that whilst I was 
away doing my duty to this country, I was 
severely attacked on this issue. When a 
:\lotion on the matter is before the House it is 
therefore only right and proper that I shou ld 
be given a hearing so that :\!embers "·ill have a 
clear idea of what the Government is doing. 

This Order reduces the duty on secondhand 
clothing from 2s-6d per pound to 1s-3d per 
pound and was made necessary by a number of 
representations from ,·ario us shades of opinion 
111 . the count ry protesting against the duty as 
be111g excess1ve and asking that it be reduced. 

T.ht"s~ protests were by ~o means unex pcc tcJ 
a~ l!1e r · , c ~ ot d un· a;,p!tr.able tht> n and the 
basis on whic.h i: was k ·:i~d 1epresl"ntc-:l :>. h1gh 
mrrc;Be 1n nt rl. i. tty ~ · .~:·:l ! 'k nn ::::e1:nn .:.. /11:u1d 
clutiling . S< llne o f thL· pro tests were ;ni:'

cunce!ved, bu> I was s<tisfied that a case tas 
made and the Go·.-cr:-tment decided that the 
duty shouicl be lowered frO'!! 2,·-6d per pound 
to Is-.Jd per pound. 

~ 

Ther<:' h:tve been rerresentations and further 
prote~ ts even on the new level of duty, and 
;hts tune mamly fro !T1 the de;;lers in seco:tcl
hand clcthin~. 

The Minister of Finance : I now rise to 
move the second :Vlotion standing in my name. 
I am afraid I have to appeal to all sides of the 
House to please listen to the statement I want 
to make in connection with this Motion 
especially those who are particularly interested 
in it so that the other Members who are not 
interested in this matter may be ab le to make 
fair contributions to the debate. It is no use 
making noise and then not hearing what I have 
to say. 

Professor Kalu Ezera (Bt"nde East) : Fro"'Tl 
us. 

I beg to move, That in accordance with 
section 7 (2) of the Customs Tariff Act, the 
Customs Tariff (Duties and Exemptions) 
(:\o. 7) Order, 1963 be confirmed. 

The Minister of l-inancc : I have not 
re.:eivtu any protest from rhe i\l t> r.1bcr for 
Bcnde East (Pro/e.<srJr E::era). In any case is 
the .Vi ember a secondhand clothing dea ler ? ' 

Professor Ezera : Yes. 

Th e Minister of Finance : Then, wi th 
\·ery great rt>snect to the hon. Jlen~btr, he 
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r.ws t be a very had Professo r wearing second - When these so-called secondhand clothing 
hand clothes like the i'vlember for Degema dealers go to America, they would be surprised 
( tV!r Brz:f!"S) ;d >o is wearing the coat he inherited because it is a d ose club. If the hon. Member 
fwm his h_roth~r.:\YhU committed su icide ! for Lagos Central (Jir Doswtmu) writes to the 

:'\o\\·, speak inr, seriously, these are ill- secondhand clothing dealers in America, they 
conceived and the petitione rs are delibera te ly will not supply him. Let him try it and see. 
'~ :i:;rtprcse nting the facts to su i: their own They h.:t,·e ... ir clients here. \Vhat they do 
purpose. T hev know that the 11e,v duty mtans ~ s this : they ship it and quote about quarter of 
that th t> re i:' les, to p3y as clutv on manv Its price and then, after a lot of shipments have 
:1~ t i cles of socondhand clothing ril'W 'than lwfor:, been made to :\igeria, they would fly down here 
but they do not want r.o ac.cept it. For instance, and collect the differences here, and since 
sh irts, whethe r new or old-and I wan t hon. :\igeria currency is con,·erti ble anywhere, thev 
!\•!embers to get the f:lcts st ra :ght-thc rate of fly back with it without even observing th~ 
clu tv befor..: any increaoe at all on -;..:condh<!nd S tate Control Regulation. When one of them 
clothing, between seco ndha nd shirts and new was to be caught he had to manage to run but 
shirt:., WOJS supposed to be the san,<:, because they took him by car up to Kano and he flew 
it "as a specihc rate of duty and nut ad valorem , o\·c rn ight because we ''"ere watching fo r him in 
so that the rate of dutv on shirts whether Lagos here. Is that the type of thing yo u want 
1;ew or old, before the increa;;e was ' 2s-6d per to support in this House ' 
po 'lnd , and now !!-3d per pound. 

.'\o", an ordinary shirt weighs less than half 
a pound, so that the new duty does not amount 
tv more rhar>. 7d per shirt. I! must be under 
stood tha t this so-called secc.ndhand cioti·.ing 
incluJ cs shirt.' , cardigans, and all sort~ of 
dresses !hat are worn by people. I ~uppo•·e that 
this is ckarly fol1owed by hon. M embers. 

!'vir A. 0. Ogunsanya (Ike]a): Yes, it is 
followed, J[r Lecturer. 

T he :'.Iinister of Finance : The :\!ember 
fo >r l keja (.l lr 0gunsa~ty,1) has tu talk to the 
!> :·ofe~.so r ·.\ 1: · i;; J. ! e c tu~· e r ; I ~~~ no t. 

The reason for their complair.L is that they 
had not been paying the correct rate oi duty 
before rhe change. If they h~d , they would 
have foun d that the new rate had an cle:nent 
of genero;;ity ,;n the part of the Federal Govern
ment. 

At this s: :tge , hon. Metubers wiil be in
tcre~ted to know that the motive behind this 
imposition is to kill the smuggling and the 
fraud which had been going on for seven! 
years in the secondhand clothing trade. Bales 
containing garments bearing a specific duty 
were declared as household rummage so as to 
attract a lower rzte of duty. Shirts and singlets 
were hidden in bales of low-duty goods, aPd 
somt importers had even gone to the extent of 
instructing their suppliers to prepare artificially 
lu.,., invoil!es which were handed over to 
Custom~ for purposes of assessing duty, and 
Custnms have abundant t:vidence. 
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Several hon. Members : :\o, no . 

The Minister of Finance : The natu re of 
the trade is therefore such that this type of 
smuggling and fraud can only be killed bv 
dutying the .mides on the basis of weigh t a~ 
"·ell as by ap plying a min imum duty suffic ient 
to make the practice unnecessary. 

Hon. :.\!embers would also notice tha t when 
this imposition was made when the traders 
refused to clear the goods for the period of four 
"·ceks, there were o,·e r 3.000 bales of this 
secondh~nd clothing in P0rt H arcourt. So 
it is nl't j l:s t a spoo1\ reeding trade , it is a ve rv 
gigantic trade- 3,000 buies in four weeks·! 

er· 
How on earth, if Go,·e rnment is losing 

re venue on such quantity of impcrtation here , 
what will the Government do with the textiles 
factories in this country, and what will the 
Government do with people who are doing 
legitimate trade impm ting shirts and paying 
2s-6d duty to sell it to you and me ? What is 
more, these tr3ders have been ~o rich that they 
have washermen, iron men, tailors and they 
h ave special celluloid p<tpers with which to put 
in shirts. 

An hon. Member : You seem to know a lot 
about them. 

The Minister of Finance :Yes, because I 
have reports on them; it is my responsibility. 
\Vhen these so-called clothes are imported then 
these shirts that are called rummages are 

.. 
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:'·ashed with Omo soap, starched properly, 
tr?ned properly and put in ce llulo id pa.per; 
wtth the ~Irk " made in England", and you get 
them in the market as new shirts. 

.'\'~ ::~so .!:eccived protests from the impQiters 
of tc:-.:tilc goods all over the country thao•the 
secondhand clothing business is driving them 
ou~f the market in their legitimate trade on 
new shorts, and we ho ve a duty to protect 
legitimate trade in this country. 

The thing is not :}S simple as people lead 
the members of the publi ~ to be lie1·e. And if 
yo u h:ll'e 3,000 bales of clothes ir the Customs 
in four '':ceks, it is impossible for Customs to 
open these bales and then check them one by 
one to select which is shirt and which is singlet. 
We ha1·e done a lot of investigations about this. 
At one time, we threa tened tc open them and the 
people protested that if 11·e opened them it 
would take three months to open a batch of it 
and then the clothes would be bad, the trade 
would get spo ilt and they II'Ottld lose their 
money. I t is physically impossible to examine 
the whole 3,000 bales. If we do, the Ports 
Authority area wi ll be congested and no other 
business will be done there. 

In anv case, what we ha1·e decided to do is to 
impose ·duty on weight and the ship owners 
would make sure that the bales are properly 
weighed. \\'e had to call experts here to 
advise us on this particular issue, and I want to 
assure this honourable House that there is no 
intention on the part of the Gm·ernment to 
penalise anybody, either indi,·idually or 
co llecti1·eh·, or to take any action that will 
annoy am·body. It is not a political measure 
whatsoe,·er. It is the fact that Go1·ernment 
realises that on this secondhand trading we are 
losing not less than two million pounds a year. 
So, we cannot afford to subsidise a group of 
people to defraud the country to the tune of t\\O 
million pounds on the alter of political 
expediency. 

This is the case as we know it, and if anybody 
has another side to the story, please let him do 
so. But this much I ha1·e to say, that rep resen
tations that have been made have been care
fully considered by the Go,·ernment and we 
hm·e dec ided that before we can do anything 
further, if at all , we must re-examine the whole 
is;ue, and as a result of that we ha1·e decided 
then fu rther investigations should be made, 
and in this case I am taking into confidence mv 
colleagues in the Eastern Region. I ho v~ 
therefore directed that a sen ior official of my 
:\Iinistry and an official of the :\linistry of 
Finunce in the Eastern Region and an indepen
dent individual should carefully but quietly 
examine the whole matter and bring a report to 
the Government. L"nti l they submit that 
report, I do not see what we can c!o. When 
such a report is su bmitted, then of course the 
Go,·ernment will examine it on the basis of facts 
collected by this body. And I give this as 
ad,·ance information to my han. Friends that 
taxation measures are not measures that 
Go,·ernment can handle arbitra ril y. They 
must be carefully examined and we must knew 
the fac ts of the matter. 

\\'i~ this exp lanation, I think I have given 
the country, not only this House , the facts 
surrounding this business of seco ndhand 
clothi ng. 

I commend this i\Iotion seriously to the 
whl'!e House for acceptance. 

The Minister of Mines and Po~er : I 
beg to second. 

Professor Kalu Ezera (Bende -East) : I have 
first of all to appeal to all sides of this House 
that this is a very grave issue which transcends 
partisan boundary and neither Government nor 
Opposition, should take it as a side issue. 
From my point of view it is a very grave 
national issue which I consider of great 
importance. 

We say quite frankly that the reduction that 
Government has made is magnanimous in 
itself and it is reasonable. There is an attempt 
not even to give it a trial but to come by every 
means to persuade the Government to reduce it 
from ls-3d again to an absurd amount of 6d per 
lb weight. Quite frankly, I have no stake in 
these matters. I just do my duty from the facts 
and evidence produced before us by people who 
themselves were at one time or the other 
engaged in this particular trade. That is how 
we know. The people dismissed by these 
~econd ~and clothing dealers brought us this 
mformatwn to us. This is all we know. 

I also appeal to all hon. !.\!embers to lend me 
their ears. I may not be able to answer the 
technicalities which my han. Friend the 
Federal Minister of Finance have been able to 
adduce before you. I am going to be honest 
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with you, I consider most of these technicali ties that it was comin" because relevant Ga~elle 
quite misleading in many respects but I am 11·as not given to u: particularly on thi s issu_e. 
not here now to say how far they are tnt~ anJ \\'e took it for granted that we were sttll 
how far they are not true. All what I want negotiat ing with the :\ Iinistc r on the issue. 
to lay before hon . :\I ember; is that the issue 
of secondhand clothing has arisen a~ a result of 
a need which has pcn·aded the whok country. 

The :\linistc r of fi nance himself is fully 
aware that we arc a de1·elopin-; count ry and 
that the masses of our people in the country
side-! am not talkin" of the urban are;\s
rclv largely on secondhand clothes for clothing 
th~J11se l ves anJ their families . Therefo re. 
11·hen I speak here-

M!' A. F. Odu!ana (ljt:ba South): On a 
point of order, (Ot·der 25) . I ha1·e about 
75,000 people in my constituency and we do 
not usc secondhand clothes. 

Some hon. Members : Sit do1m, sit down. 

Professor Ezera : .-\II I am saying is that 
• a large percentage of tile population of this 

country in the rural areas 11·ho cannot afford 
to go to Kingsway or Leventis or C.T.C. ha1·c 
been able to clothe themsch·es as a result at 
the secondhand clothing trade. 

I am, therefore, speaking as a spokesman 
of the patronise rs of this traJe- I am_ not 
ashamed to do it-that is the masses ot the 
people of this country. I II'Ou ld not . ha1·e 
been interes ted if it ll·~re ;\ matter of busmess. 
I am not a businessman but this mcmcr ari"ccts 
the economic life of the Eastern Regio n 
particularly my own area. 

An hon. Member : I see ! 

Professor Ezera : There is nothing wrong 
in that. vVe live in a Federation, what affects 
me affects you, and what affects you should 
affect me. I appeal to you, han. Gentlemen, 
not to be biased. I still make my appeal even 
if the impact of the pinch is more on me and 
my people. 

Our plea is simple, we have approached 
my hon. Friend the i\·linister of Finance 
several times and we ha1·e thought that by 
human approach, by personal relations, we 
could make a more effective impact on him ; 
it was ne1·er our wish at all that this should 
come on the Floor of th is Parl iament. As a 
matter of fact, I must confess we do not know 

However, since it has come before this 
honourable House, the plea we arc making is 
that the duty of Is-3d per pound. 11·ei_g ht shou ld. 
be reduced. to 6d per pouml 11·c igh t. The 
reasons are clear enough. 13dorc this increase 
on duty was made:: the dealers were paying 
duty on this on an equ ivalent ad t·afOJ:em ~at e 
which worked out then at the rate of 6d ll1 a 
pound. This is exactly what the dealers 
11·ould like to pay. They do not want to 
defraud the Go1·ernment. 

I 11·ill come to the ques tion of smuggl ing 
later. I do not wan t to gi,·c the impression 
that we on this side of the H ouse an: support
ing smuggling. The is;ue i; no t an :\ .C.\".C. 
issue, it is a non-partisan issue. \\'hat they 
were paying before is exactly what we are 
askin"' that thev continue to pay and that was 
6d pe"r pound ~~·eight. To increase it from 6d 
to Z.·-6d or Is-3d is rather p rohibitil'e and 
oppressive. 

Han. :\[embers I appeal to you , because you 
all come from constituencies. H ow many of 
vour con~tituents can affo rd to go to C._-\.C. ? 
How m;tny of them can afford to go to Kings
wa,· ? I wan t to warn that this is an economic 
issue on which the wellbeing of the masses of 
this country dcpenJs. therefore, it should not 
be treated with partisanship. Are you han . 
:\ !embers, prep:>rec\ to protec t the l" .. -\.C. in 
preference to y-;ur own indigenous people ? 
If not, I will suggest that a reduction to 6d per 
pound weight will be the most considerate, 
and the most reasonable thing to do in order 
to cater for the interest of the masses of the 
people and the users as wel l. 

My hon. Friend the Minister of Finance 
made mention of textiles. I want to say that 
until textile factories in this country are large 
enough to produce to the extent that people 
can buy cheaply from them, there is no need 
to increase the duty on secondhand clothing. 
If we increase the duty on this clothing at this 
time when the factories are not in full produc
tion, it would be doing a great deal of harm 
to the very great number of people who are 
dependent on this for clothing themselves and 
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their families and, it is go ing to endanger the 
already deteriorating rate of unem plovment 
in this country. · 

That is why we arc appeali ng 'cry se riously, 
and we are pleading with you, :\lr Speaker 
and the ;\linister of Fi nance, that on no 
account should we allow sentiments to guide us 
to pass this ~lotio n befo re this honourab le 
House. Let us g i,·e the matter some conside ra
tion in the interest of the nation. 

T here is ano ther ve ry serious allega tion and 
it is that expatriate fi rms are inte rested in the 
suppression of th is trade. \\"e al l know that 
this Parliament has alwavs stood out in the fore
front to fight for the cc~nomic freedom of this 
country and I do not thin k that this Parliament 
will be lacking this time in co ntinuina that 
fight for the economic freedom of th is co~nt ry. 

The point I want to make here is tha t the 
people whose jnteres t will be better sen·ed by 
the suppression of this trade would be the 
business tycoons, the combi nes, and the 
expatriate firms. This is the simple truth. 
I am not at all suggesting that we should not 
protect our textile factories, but until our ow n 
indigenous textile fac tories, I repeat, until 
our own indigenous factories , begin to prod uce 
to the extent large enough, and che:1p enough, 
for the masses of the people, there is no ne-ed 
now to begin to suppress the trade in second
hand clothing. 

At the moment, the prohihiti,·e dutY of 
Is-3d per pound weig ht is des igned to kili the 
trade. 

The Minister of Finance (Chief the bon. 
F. S. Okotie-Eboh) : I unde rstand that the 
proper name for secondhand clothes is Okrika 
wakeup. 

Mr W. 0. Briggs (Degema) : That name is 
derived from Umu Okrika which is in Ibo land. 

Professor Ezera : Whether vou call it 
. Okrika wake up, or Sapele wake up, or Warri 

t~·ake up, does not appeal to me. I am concerned 
with the plea we are making to the Federal 
Government through the Federal i\Iinister of 
Finance to reduce this prohibiti,·e dutv of Is-3d 
per pound weight to 6d per pound weight. 
That is our plea. 

Now some people are alleging that if we 
allow the trade to continue, we might be called 
a secondhand country, a country that deals in 

· secondh and clothes , and ~o on. :.\[ y co ntent ion · 
is that it is better to he ca lled a ·second hand 
country. than to ha,·e the great masses of our 
people insutfici .:- ntly clothed. \\'e are satisfi ed 
with any names \\·e are called provided our 
peopl e 3rc well clothed. 

Chief D. N. Abii (Owerri East) : I ca! l the 
attention of my hon. Friend and :.\!ember fo r 
Bcnd e Eas t (Professor E::era ) to Standing Order 
25 which forbids irrelevance while mak ing a 
speech. The Government has co nsidered all 
the points he is erving to advance, and has 
accep ted to reduce the duty from ?.s-6d per 
pound weigh t to Is-3d per pound weight. 
.-\11 m\· ha n. Friend has to do is to thank 
the G~ ,·ernmcnt , an d not \\·aste the time of 
this House tn· in15 to seek fu rther reduction. 

Mr Speaker : There is no harm in the hon. 
:.\!ember trying to co llect as much facts as 
possible to convince the House of his arguments. 

Professor Ezera : Thank you, :.\lr Speaker, 
for coming to my defence. I started, fi rst of all, 
by making a plea to the Speaker and to the 
:.\!embers to bear wi th me in my argument to 
effec t a further reduction in the dun· on 
second hand cloth ing. \Vhat I am now wea rin" 
is a seco nd hand ciothing. Some people h a ,·~ 
called m~ Professo r secondhand clothie r. I 
do no t mind being ca lled this name if onl,· I 
succeed in ge tting the :.\linistc r of Fin111ce to 
reduce the dutv on secondhand clothing fro m 
Is-3d to 6d per pound " ·eight. · 

Chbf 0. B. Akin-Olugbade (Egba South) : 
The :\[ember for Bende East (Professor E::era) 
is misleading this House, besides he shouiJ 
realise that whateve r we sav here does not 
end in Nigeria ; it goes ali ·over the world. 
The hon. Member is wearing agbada, which 
is not imported from foreign countries. 

We would not like the world press to haYe the 
impression that we wear secondhand clothing. 
They will fl ash it that Members of the Nigerian 
P~rltament wear secondhand clothing. Cer
tamly Professor Ezera is not wearing second
ha.nd clothing. They do not make this sort of 
thmg in A.merica, but here in Nigeria. We 
do not want him to misrepresent us to the 
outside world. 

Mr Speaker: We ali very well know that 
the hon. :VIember is wearing ·a Nigerian dress, 
and so it cannot be a secondhand clothing. 
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-Profess-or Ezera :Thank you, ;\!r- Speaker. 
\Vhat I meant was that the clothes I wear are 

0 ,·e r fi ,·e yea rs old. It could rank as second
hand clo thing. Bes ides , S ir , the r sst~ c r;MI!vt 
\\·hcther I wear secondhand or e,·en firsr -class 
clothing. The issue is to enlrst the support of 
hon. :\[ emb"e rs across the Floo r to agree on 6d 
per pound weight duty on secondhand 

clothing. 

Let me now come to the other ,.e_ry s_e rious 
aspect. T he Federal :\Iinister of Fma~ce 
made a verv serious allegatlon--~n allegatiO n 
of smuggli ng and fr~uduien t practtces mvoh·e~ 
in this trade , in fact, an a lle~a tto n ag:u nst 
, .. ·. \II I wish to sav here IS that I am tn 
. '1gen.1. · ' G the 
great sympathy witl; the o,·ernmcnt on 
question of suppressing smugglrng. I am ai~o 
in great sympathy "ith ~h e Government In 
checking fraudulent practr ces. 

We cannot, because a f~w dishonest peo?le 
indulge in smuggling and trauduient practtces, 

allow the masses of this country;_osuffer. ;\I ~· 
contention, therefore, is that effe~nve ways ~nd 
means should be found for checktng smuggltng 
and fraudulent practices. I hope . my. hon. 
Friend, the i.\Iinister of Finance, IS bstemng to 
me because I am making a plea to him. 

We can check very effec ti ve ly the fraudulent 
ractices involved in this _trade , we can ,Chec..~ 

~e ry effecti\·ely the smugglrng m voi,'·ed ,,_,thou ~ 
necessarily killing the t rad~ . . 1 hat IS m~ 

oint. (want the Federal :.\[mrste r of Frnance 
fo ct this point clear. \ Ve are at one Wi th 
hin~ in checking smuggling, we are at one with 
him in curb ina fraudulent practrces . But " e 
do not think that it is right that, because of the • 
di shones t practices of a few,. the whole trade 
shoulcl be banned by impostng a very hea'! 
duty as a kind of penalty. 

Sitting suspended : 6 p.m . 
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Sitting remmcd : 9.00 p.m. 

Professor Kalu Eze ra : As I 11·as trying to 
wind up befo~e we r_ose_at 9 p.111, I. wa~ assuring 

--· the Minister of Finance that all of us arc opposed 
to fraudulent and smuggling pract ices as he had 
alleged are found ,},;1 the trade. We have 
appealed to him that etfecti1·e 11·a1·s and means 
should be found to check these fraudu lent 
actlvttles. As a matter of fact the dealers and 
users concerned with this trade have also 
pledged to gi1·e a hundred per cent sup port to 
any measure in troduced by the Go1·e rnmcnt for 
check ing these fraudul ent practices in the trade. 

That much I can say; so the question of 
fraudulent p ractices should not, the refore, be 
used to ban an othe rwisG legitima te and very 
necessary trade, because th os~ who indulge in 
these bad practices are few and far bet11·een. 
You cannot, therefo re, use the sins of a few 
people and visit them on the ma~ses whose 
welfare depends on the trade. 

The House 11·i!l agree that an increase from 
6d to 2s-6d (a fi1·c hundred per cent increase) is 
wicked to say the least, and the :\l in ister himself 
knew this when we made approaches and repre
sentations to him. He agreed to change it 
from the same 2s-6d to l s-3d, which still leaves 
us with a two hundred and fifty per cent increase. 
This is what the House does not realise-that 
originally the duty was 6d and then increased 
to z,·-6d~ 

. The ~inister of Finance : On a point of 
mformatton, mv hon. Friend-

- -The Deputy Speaker : Does the :\!ember 
for Bende East (Professor f{alu E::,T<l) yield on 
the point of information ? 

Professor Kalu Ezera : I am pleading with 
him so that any information he desires to give 
should be of benefit to the matter we are now 
discussing. 

The Minister of Finance : All I want to do 
is to appeal to my hon. Friend not to mislead 
the House. The previous duty was not 6d per 
pound and I challenge him to produce the tariff 
to show that the previous duty was 6d per pound. 

Professor Kalu Ezera : The i\ Iinister has 
not told us what it was originally before it went 
up. All I am saying is that all the evidence 
adduced, minus sentiments, shows clearly that 

it was in tole rable to have an increase of five 
hundred per cent duty on goods used by the 
poorest mass of people in this country. Every 
hon. i\lejpbcr knows that we all represent the 
masses of the rural areas. \Ve are not all from 
I badan , Lagos or Enugu ; we all come from the 
rural areas . And if any :\!ember feels otherwise 
I do not myself. We all know the plight of the 
masses in the countryside. 

i\ Iay I give this [·louse a gentle hint that is 
growing among the peop le of the ..:ountryside. 
When they see ar;ybody with a big car pass 
by they say "yes, \!embers of Parliament have 
squandered all our money". If they see any
one pass by with a big flowing gown, like that 
of the i\ Iinister of Finance, they murmur that 
the politicians in the Federal Parliament have 
made use of air their m0.ney. If I may ask 
tl:is question, do hon. :\!embers know the -vpe 
of dtscon tent, the type of disillus[onment 
brewing in the country? 

Minister of State (Alhaj i the hon. Hash imu 
Adaji) : On a pvint or order. r.he type ,,f remark 
the hon. Gentleman speaKing <s rrta h:i n,z ir.. 
peculiar to the pe"ple of the South ; there is 
nothing like that in the i\orth. 

The Deputy Speaker : :\·Iay I say that the 
point made on the excuse of a point of order 
might be more of a point of provocat ion than 
of a point of order. 

Professor Kalu Ezera : The point I am 
trying to remind hon. :\!embers of with due 
respect, is a simple one, namely, that l<e should 
endc<!1·our to show b\· our actions that we 
represent the interest; of the people of the 
lunterland. (Interrup tions). 

The Deputy Speaker : Certainly I will not 
have any point of disorder. _ 

Professor Kalu Ezera : Thank you, Mr 
D eputy Speaker, for according me protection. 
Members again should realise that the masses of 
the country who come from the rural areas, 
and _who use these special items of goods, are 
particularly pained and touched by this heavy 
mcrease. And I am making the point that 
we should not give the slightest impression 
that we do not care for their interest. 

But when in fact an increase as this affects all 
those who are naked in this part of the world
people who cannot clothe themselves except 
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they go to C . .-\ .C. and u.T.C . and Joh n Holt 
and all the expatriate firms in the country
arc you sure that we arc really representing 
their in te rests here? - ~ly answer is no; and-

Chief Ayo Rosiji (Egba East) : On a point 
of orde r, I 11·ant the :\!ember for Bende East 
(Professor [{alu E~cra) to let me know what 
iqte rcsts he is u!king about . Is it the interests 
of the masses or the interests of the profiteering 
dea lers ? · 

Professor Kalu Ezera : I do not see how a 
ques tion can be a point of order ; but if you 
11·ant me to a:;:;wer him I will sav that I am 
representing the masses- the users of scco nd
h,md clothing. 

Several hon. :\-[ emb ers : :\o, no. 

Mr S. A. Babatunde (! Iorin Central): 
will ad1·ise m,- hon. Friend, the :\!ember for 
llende East to. reirain from telling the Speaker 
what to do. T ne Speaker knows which is a 
point of order and which is no t a point of order 
and I would no t like the hon. Professor to 
insult the intelligence of the Speaker. 

The Deputy Speaker : Order, order ! 
am sure 11·e must make allo11·ances ; otherwise 
one could ha1·e said that the last point made 
on the excuse of a point of order was more of a 
point of instruction or a point of di rection than 
a point of order. 

Pro f·~ss c r E.alu E zera : f!n1 llv, what I 
11·ant to say is that I am pk1ding an·d pleading 
\ -~; ·; scri r; u :~L: t~:::. ~ :1 reduc::0n f:- 0r~1 b ·3d to 
6d ·a pound \,·eight is the most leglumate, the 
most reasonJble and the most logical thing 
the Government should do \l"ith the co
operation of our able i\Iinister of Finance ; 
a very progressi,·e :\Iinister whose si.x Budget 
Speeches ha,·e been bound into a book and 
anybody reading through the book knows very 
we ll that he caters for the interests of the 
masses. So we are pleading very seriously 
that without saying \Yhether his case can be put 
to test in a law court , he should be kind enough 
to reduce the duty to 6d a pound. So, I beg to 
oppose. 

The Minister of Finance : On a point of 
information and if I may have the indulgence 
of the House with your permission, Sir, I 

would like to give you the fac ts so that e~·e rybody 
will fo llow. 

The information ·r \\"iin f .togl,ce ·ts clearly 
the rates of duty on these things-on the 
clothes-befo re the imposition of 2s-6d duty, 
and I am taking the rates from the Government 
fi le so that you may not be misled that it was 6d. 
I will give the information in ful l. 

The plain fact is that it is not correct to sa,· 
that the former duty on secondhand clothing 
11·as 6d per pound. Until the recent amend
ment, tari ffs made no distinction between new 

. and used clothing and prescribed the following 
rates of duty :-

I. Cardigans, jerseys, pullovers and similar 
ga rments-each 2s-6d or ad 1.:alorem 33} per 
centum whichever is the higher. 

2. Chemises, singlets, undervests and 
similar garments-each Is or ad z·alorem 
331 per centum whiche\·e r is the higher . 

3. Footwear, other than ~aiters, leggings, 
puttees and spats, the patr-3s-6d or ad 
1:alorem 33! per centum whichever is the 
higher. 

+. Hose and stockings, the pair-Sri or ad 
1:alorem 33! per centum, whiche\·er is the 
higher. 

5. Sh irts, each-2s-6d or ad mlorem 
33~ per :entwn, whiche1·er is the higher. 

6. Others-ad valorem 33} per centum . 
This is a statement of fact from the records of 
the Go,·crnment to show that there is nowhere 
you 1vill fi nd a charge of 6d per pound as my 
hon. Friend Professor Kalu Ezera had been 
misled by his clients. 

Alhaji Bello Dandago (Gwarzo East) : I 
rise reluctantly to support what is before the 
Hou;~ about this tariff business. To my way 
of thinking, my quarrel is not on the tariff ; 
it goes deeper. It is most unfortunate ; it is 
a pity that of all the Parliaments under the 
sun this is the only Parliament which discusses 
secondhand clothing ; it is a shame ; it is a 
disgrace to N igeria, to me and to you. 
(Laughter.) 

How long will this sort of thing continue in 
an independent N igeria I wish to live long 
enough to see. If there were a country to 
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which we could export our secondhand clothes 
that would be reasonab le and 11·e can understand 
that. But for anybody dying and losing his 
life and vomiting and " ·hat have you to send 
his clothes to us is a national disgrace. 

I am not standing here to oppose it; it is a 
suggestion brought by our good friend and on 
honour we shall support it but only reluctantly 
are we suppo rting it. .-\ ; I said, my argument 
is not on the tari ff ; it i; on the abolition of the 
secondhand clothing in :\ igeria. I am of the 
candid opinion that we can do without second
hand clothes in :\ige ri a. T o say that because 
some people go about n~ked and that is why 
we are importing secondhand clothing is no 
logic at all. 

.t\11 hon. Member : On a point of order ; 
the issue is not that it is derogatory ; the issue 
is that some people make a decent living out 
of the trade. 

Alhaji Bello Dandago : Coming nearer 
home I think I will support it after giving my 
1·ie11·s bt:cau; e [ do no t kno11· how to remedy 
the bad practices which go with this t rade 
bcca ;;c it !:~:; '' c' ·c '' :c11~c:cd here b,- some 
:VIembers that some cie~n and n~w ·an ides 
are smuggled with these clothes. We have 
been persuaded by Proiessor Kalu Ezera but 
to what extent his persuasion will go I do not 
know. But if in a country like :\igeria we can 
allow secondhand clothes to come and in tf.._,,m 
diseases follow ; foreign diseases, external 
diseases- -

Alhaj i Mohammed Muhtari Sarkin Bai 
(Dambatta) : On a point of information, an 
American dollar was found in one of the 
pockets of these secondhand clothes. 

Alhaji nandago : If the i\Iember for 
Dambatta (Alhnji Sarkin Bai) considers that 
as a credit, I hope he is not saying that we 
should be buying them in the hope that we 
shall get American dollars ! I would remind 
hon. Members that it is not wise to get a 
disease while getting a dollar, because the 
dollar cannot cure the disease. It is useless. 

I support the Bill wholeheartedly. 

1\-Ir A. F. Odulana (Ijebu South) : In 
supporting the i\Iotion moved by the hon. 
:\'Iinister of Finance I think some of the people 
who, we think, are experts and professors in 
this country, who do impart knowledge, are 

very thfficult to expb1n matters to, ornennse
0 
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the way the i\[inister of Finance explainedurtl · usc o 'arli amcnr. The,- . · · "" r JJH 
I . . f. . f lh d 1er to sa}· that 1. J 11ent Mr D. D U Oka (P 1: 

t 1e true posmon o 1mportat10n o secant an t"ede . 1 f:f ' not ung will pre,·ent th fi f · · Y ort narcou t) I 
clothing this evening is enough for an1· :\[emberh,·s tra 'tf ouse of Parliament fro m r·_... . e rs t 0 all to thank the (1.[" · r_ : want 

f h
. H d d . I' an to sixpen __."cmg ha,·ing released tho ~nJster of Fmance for 

o t IS ouse tg un erstan . rlegrams to the P~i':n~c\fo~nd . They sent at Port Harcourt w~: 1-oo s ~ha~ were detained 
.. . . 1remier • f h . · lnlster and to the , . r num enng 3,000 bales. 

N 1gena cannot afford to conti nue to loset h 
0 

t e Regwn. What i · · 1 ) .\\hat 1s be'ore us nolv ,·s the d 
f l h d · •or w at do th J > m t 1at b '' money at the expense o peop e ,,. o are otngo dl ey o that ? Cou ld ·t b ~ · e1ng reduced to ls-Jd Th . uty of 2s-6d 

this business. I think a professor of thlcon wnd clothing I 
1 

e or that the hon. l\finister. of F~t IS th~ approval 
calibre of the :\[ember for IJende East (Pro J We ha1-~ textil .11 from this House. But w Inane~ IS seeki n~ 
f essor E:::era) pleading for this cau;e shouldxtile mill is . go ~ ml s all 01·er th is country. A reduction from 2s-6d t I e ;;e. saywg that the 
actually come to the Floor of this Hou; e an~stern Re"'ion t 'n1 to start fu~ctioning in the That is our pleadin ° \{: IS not sufficient. 
plead for more uni,·ersiti t:s , more colleges, a textile ~nil! i 

0 
:he ~ne of£;:, million. There the :\finister should g; e .~re pleadmg that 

more schools, and more scholarship; fo r e1·e ry a textile mill a~ Ik~ · -:\ o rthern Region. There and bring this down toe6~onsJ er this situation 
Tom, Dick and Harry rather than come he rjstalled. L et u fi ~a~ and more 11·ill soon be our case. So we are k' per pound . That is 
to plead for second han~ clothing. He e~·e l!lr people firsts c~s 1ndus t~1es that wil! gi1·e of Finance to 're-co nsi~s 10hll: the hon. :\ Iin is ter 
went to the extent of saymg that he was us~n~courage the use of s clothmg ra,rher than er t IS matter. 
secondhand clotlung and when he was comm!peciallv as wed kother peop le s clothes I heard the hon. Minister f F' . • 
here this night he changed the dress agai1~ow what killed 

0t~~: now them. \\'e do no; that these secondhand 1 h 
0 

mance saymg 
!f he has got a pattern of the dres~ to show u>en know where th e people, an d 11·e do not ones. This is not corre~ ot ~s ~re sold as new 
md1c~t1ng that see?ndh~nd clot~mg 1s ~ooom. We are ra i~!e clothes were. brought say that these goods t. ld t IS not correct to 
for hllll we may thmk of changmg our mmdis country fv Y " not to ha1·e d1seases in happen to know thata:~ so as new ones. I 
on this matter. me people ~re be. a~e s.hort of doctors, but under hatches. Fu;the ehe go.o~s are loaded 

ider the . nngmg Ill these ra"'<>ed thin s secondhand clothin d; ~ e }f,mster said that 
Professor Ezera : On a point of order, 1 '· guise of secondhand clo thi~ "' g men and tailors- g a ers employ. washer-

do not see the releYance to the debate of wh:I think . . . ,. 
I wear. I was willing to concede to the Houme here 

1~ 111~ a shame for hon. :\Iembers to em~_r!~~;. Member : They g i,·e them 
that I am not ashamed to we1r secondhall::ondhand d o ~~voca te or plead the cause of 
clothes because I know the1· are good-uch but to s t mg. I . do not want to Sa\· 
(ht terrupttulls) . iniste r f F' upport sohdly the cause of th. 

• • : 

4

1nancc. , , . 53 \ . '.\"·"' .•. ., ...... . 'e 
The Deputy Speaker : Orde r ! I tlu fl more mdusrries , and he · . ' b ·:-,-• -1:'lne,· 

that in the course of debate arauments Ac taku1g a11·a,· 1'2 m1·111·0 n re diS a U> t;'ess that 
" k · · ~ an 01·er f h forwards and backwards. If we heard tF ·et ot the Gon:rnment . rom t e 

~ ·r b < B d E (P .r E ,nt the :'vf" · eler~· year ., . lv em er tor en e ast ro1 essor :::e • llltster of Finance t fi · d · -:· e 
correctly this evening he did allude to hims• but when he g0 es abroad ~ n mo~ey tor 
as wearing secondhand clothing. goes to loan monev that 1~' e c omplam that 

~ and that. What i~ all . e ,'s gomg to do 
Mr Odulana : I thank you very mUJ thts · 

indeed, Sir. I do not need again to refer f appeal to the i\Iiniste t . 
the Member for Bende East (Professor E.::ej ls-3~ to Ss. I think t{at ~fmreas~ ~urther 
as a man who does not speak the truth ! Mance mcreases it to 5 . t e :\Im1ster of 
how, my contention about this :\lotion is w{Uged in this kind of t~fcrC: ,~fi~~d th~ people 
the Member for ywarzo East (.4./haji Blhe trade by force. e dnven out 
Da11dago) has stated. I would have suggesj am . 
that a Bill should be brought here that not~ng ra~eful for being gi"en the privile f 

1\-!r Okay : It ha ens h . 
goods are loaded tP t IS way. These 
al ~ that clea :~, and ~~'r:,; ~t~~'-tes which are no t 
T nest: Me the 011 . . _, . , em become dirn·. 
Pressed ~ · c:;:, \\ l Ut:n i.lre \ \ . t .::,ll \.! i · .. ; 

. vOmetJmes to I - .. u 
process of discharg ing' tl o, t ley are torn in the 

1em. 
It is wrong to say th h 

as new ones. So I st'l~t bt l:se goods are sold 
:\Iinister can give ~h · 1 

e I eve that the hon. 
IS matter a second thought. 

Several hon. Members . No · .. , no. 
Mr Okay: We . h 

to 6d a pound. 
11 

ant t e duty to be reduced 

Mr S. A. Babatund (II . 
Members kno1v 1·t · e onn Central) : :\.s 

, 1s not my · · 
to speak unless I h . prac~Jce to get up 
those already expre~:~d Vle~vs different from 
repeating what people h;ve al candnot .go on 

rea y sa1d. 

like secondhand clothing from any part of ·e ba f,ltt e. I am a businessman myself.ge 0 

world should be brought to Nigeria. Seco eve :lore abfout P7ople who do not pay ~h .I 
hand clothing should be abolished. We r 

111 
~ ers 0 ta:\: Ill high quarters. p etr 

not want it here. lhe a e selcondhand clothing their busc;op e 
peop e defrauding th . 1ness 

ogu d 1s country Th 
An hon. Member : But it is good. t es~n we do not want rogues ·. th~y 

Our duty is to ex . 
which the Gov armne the custom duty 

ernment ha · 
secondhand clothing Wh s hlmposed on this 

e ry. e do not want peo le wh In IS 
Mr Odulana : If it is good for that zzle .Government funds i~ th 0 ~\'Ould 

Member it is not good for the rest ~f us~tng m secondhand clothin"' ea 1~ay of 
have heard that some hon. l\Iembers 111 si ssor, or doctor, or expert wh " 

1 
11 any 

parts of Nigeria called pressmen and threat! may be thought of other~vise~ P eads that 

fl"\0\ 

in the clothes or whe~her th et er s.tarch i~ put 
our concern N th ey are Ironed IS not 
a reduction· in ~~e dat peote are adv~cating 
examine whether th u~iu a~e we tned to 
have reduced the ~ ppmg Companies 
clothing ? c arges on secondhand 
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_Another thin~ is that \\'C _mus t be in sympathy 
"1th_ the M1mstcr r- Finance. Before 
1\Im1sters bring any Bill into thi; House thcv 
~ener~lly get themselves " ·el l armed b,· cdusin ;, 
111Yestl~ations to be made and m; king aU 
enqumes whtch no Floor :\[ember can have 
th: ~eans or the money to undertake. Our 
i\lm1sters always investigate matters thorouo-hlv 
before they bring Bills into this House on ;uci1 
matters. That is the reason whv "·e should 
change, and not because people ·ha,·e begged 
us to come and talk here on their behalf. 

Then, there is anothe r danger about these 
secondl;and cloth:ngs. The :\I inis ter said 
somethmg which he ought not to hcn·e sa id. 
He s~1d that the Customs Officials had not got 
the t1me to open these clothings and exam ine 
the_m. Some unscrupulous people might take 
advantage of such sta temen t to import contra
band goods into the country in the guise of 
secondhand clothing. 

~s fo: _me, if I speak and notice that m v 
Ch1ef \\ !up does not support me, I will not go 
on for hours and hours as one hon. :\!ember has 
done. _H 1s Party tried in vain to check him . 
Who Will then recommend " ·hat th is Parliament 
shoul? do to stop th rowing our mone•: awav 
~specla!lr when we ha,·e no other m~ans of 
mcreasmg our revenue. 

:\nothe r point concern; ~" alk:;Jrion made 
!'Y one hon. :\!ember that >eco ndhand clothina 
1s capable of bringing diseases into the countr/ 
I tha_~k the hon. i\Iember for Dambatta 
(~!hap "~Iohammed iVIuhtari Sarkin Bai) who 
sa1d that he found something in the pocket of 
one of them. I was going to ask how and from 
where these materials got into the countrv. 

I think it is necessary to find out w~ether 
~hese secondhand clothings are beina imported 
mto other countreis like Sierra Leon~, Gambia 
etcetera. ' 

The Minister of Finance should find out. 

An?the_r thing I want my hon. Friend to 
examme IS . why it is not possible for people 
who trade rn secondhand clothinas to switch 
on to other fields of endeavour. " 

Se veral bon. Members : Like what ? 

Mr S. A. Babatunde : Like farming. It is 
really bad for people to come here and preach 
what they c:lnnot practise. I know that the 

i\· ~ ember for Bc"1ide East (Professor Kala E:::era) 
wrll nev_er ,_,·ear secondhand clothing, and 
ne1ther Ius chddrcn nor his wife wear them. 

for him to come here, therefo re and try to 
persuade other i\fembers to support him 
because he has been commissioned by certain 
people is bad. I could ha,·e supported a duty 
of 2s-6d but because these people are crying I 
mil support the Is-3d that the Go,·ernment has 
now agreed upon. 

Mr F. I. Okoronkwo (.-\ba l'rban): In the 
first place we have to thank the :\I in ister of 
finance for the consideration he ga,·e when 
there was agitation against the. increased duty 
of2s-6d. 

:'\ow, we " ·ant the i\Iembers of this Parlia
ment to rea lise the importance of these second
hand clothings. I would like the :\Iinister of 
Fina~ce to realise that this is almost a way of 
ba.nmng secondhand clothing from coming into 
th1s country and this srt!p will no doubt, affect 
adYersely the masses of this country. There is 
nowhere in the Federation that secondhand 
clothing is not sold. 

Even from i\'igeria it is exported to 
neighbouring countries like the Cameroons, 
French Douala and other places. In this 
respect we are really against the fraudulent 
dealers and we would adYise the Government 
to deal with them drastically. \\'hat we are 
concerned with is the interest of the people we 
represent. 

In my own constituency since this trade went 
out of the market there has been an increase in 
burglary. People's hous~s ar~ being burgled 
because those who were m th1s trade are now 
out of business and the Government should 
take this also into consideration. \Ve are not 
fighting for the dealers, but for the users. 

Members will remember that since 1960 
some important firms in this country like the · 
U.A.C., G.B.O., P.Z. and others have hands off 
produce buying and retail trade. They have 
retrenched many of their workers and those 
~o retrenched now earn their living by trading 
m secondhand clothing. If the Government 
bans ~his t~ade, there will definitely be a wave 
of cnme . ~~ the cou_ntry. I am appealing 
to the Mm1ster of Fmance to consider our 
views sympathetically and further reduce the 
increased duty of ls-3d. 
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Some i\lembcrs of Parliament arc of the who h;; ; a " ·ifc and three or fi ,·c"children and 
view that the increased duty should remain as who cam s only Ss-1 cl or +s-ld a daY,to. go- to tne __ _ 
it is whilst others are of the opinion that the UniteJ Afr ica Company to buy a shirt costing 
present duty of Is-3d should be furthe r reduced. £2- !0s-Od? Aft~ r all no one will allow his family 
I would like hon. :\!embers to realise that to- to go naked 1 It is from thi; angle that we are 
day, we are living in a Yery poor country. All appealing to the :\linister of finance to consider 
the :\!embers here can afford to buy a shirt a fur ther r0duction. 
costing £2- !0s from the U .. -\.C. or Kingsway, 
but there are people who cannot afford to 
produce 1s-6d " ·ith which to buy something. 
T his class of people would go to the market 
with a view to getting something with which to 
clothe their family at either Is-3d or less. This 
is the point of argument. :\[embers shou ld not 
think of themseh-es , but should think of the 
masses whom they represent. 

It is more dangerous for our people to go 
naked than to wear secondhand clothing. 
It does not speak well of this country to see 
our boys and girls go ing naked, they must have 
something with which to co,·er their nakedness. 

An bon. Member : What would they look 
like? 

Mr Okoronkw o : The hon. :\!ember 
should know what they would look like. \\-e 
ought not to taL~ of dumping used clothing into 
l\igeria, we should think of going out to borrow 
money to finance our projects. Which is more 
shameful, to see our boys and girls going naked 
or to see them wearing something to cover their 
nakedness ? 

I would Eke to appeal to the go,·ernment not 
to think in terms of immediate profit. I t is 
true there are fraudulent dealers and v:.. are 
against any fraudulent dealer. I repeat that we 
are against any fraudulent dealer, and in this 
connection, we would like the government to 
make a thorough investigation by sending 
people to various places in this country and if 
it is even possible, a Commission of Inquiry 
should be set up to investigate whether or not 
the people want secondhand clothing to remain. 

At present, we have no textile industry which 
would cheapen the price of textiles in Nigeria. 
Secondhand clothing is the only way out, and 
it is the only alternative that we have in the 
country to-day. I would !ikf' to know how 
many people can afford to buy the textiles 
produced at Kaduna. 

Recently we have been talking of increasing 
the wages of labourers in this country. Now, 
would anyone expect for instance, a labourer 

MrS. A. Babatund e ( Ilorin Central): On a 
point of order, I "·otdd like hon . :\!embers to 
be ,·cry carefu l about the \\·ay they speak of 
foreign firms . :\ k :nbcrs are fond of making 
unpleasant st cl t cm~ms in this House about 
foreign fi rm~ :111cl I :1 m incl ined to think that 
such statctncnts rni ~ ht m<lke them run away 
with the ir business. There should be no more 
mention of C .. -\. C. or P.Z., after all, our 
brothers too arc in the trade. 

The Deputy Speaker :That is certainly no 
point of order, but a poin t of conunent. 

Mr Okoronkwo : .-\ s I was saying, i\lembers 
of this Parliamen t can afford to buy costly 
mate ria ls for clo th inc; themselve~ but those 
whom \\'C rcprc~c n t cannot . they are suffering. 
In :'\ige ria to-day, there is dissatisfaction a-ll 
over. Trade is decl ining, businessmen and 
workers are suffcrin;:;, and if this high duty is 
imposed, certainly, things will be made worse 
for the commoners. I f \\'e are the true repre
sent:ni,·es of the people, then we must listen to 
the voice of the people. If we are catering for 
the intc: re>t of the commoners in this countrv, 
w~ :r.l!s ~ ~lt ~:1e .;; .\1-r' .. ·..: t i n1~ li:5tcn to the ir ,·o ices 
whenc:, ·cr there is something ad \·c rsc ly affecting 
their interes t. If "·e rea llv \\'ant to maintain 
the unity and peace of this country, we must 
listen to those who are suffering in the hands of 
alien combines. 

I am, once again appealing to the Minister 
of Finance to institute a Commission of In
quiry which would visit ail the important towns 
in the Federation particubrly in Eastern 
Nigeria, in order to ascertain whether or not 
the penple are in support of bannin" second
hand clothing. If they support the" banning 
of secondhand clothing, then the Minister of 
Finance will be free to -proceed with his plans, 
but if the people want secondhand clothing 
to remain, then the Minister of Finance should 
further consider the reduction of import duties 
on secondhand clothing. 

The government should punish any trader 
who is found carrving on fraudulent acts in 
the trade. We are not holding brief for the 
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f~IR 0 KORO:-.:Kwo] --·- ·-- ----- ... w e were told by the i\I inister-oL F.inance_thaL __ 
traders because we know that some of them arc wi th in four weeks, 3,000 bales of secondhand 
had and we \l·ould like them to he pu nished. clothing were dumped into the Port H arcourt 
They ~hould be brouQ'ht to book in orde r to wharf. If that is correct, v., there any 
teach others a lesson.'· I think this is the only control exercised ove r the importation of 
way the gov~rnment ca n tackle this problem. secondhand clothing ? 

With these few remarks , I beg to support. 

M. Ibrahim Gusau (Sokoto \\'est Central) : 
I wonder why we should allow th is quest ion of 
secondhan d clothing to waste the time of the 
H?use: I am one of those who 11·ill support 
th1s Btl! as the government Chief Whip has 
said. I support it because I know that govern
ment has shown two tr.ings- the interest of 
the few, and the inte res t of the masses. The 
fact that the Go\·e rnment has al!o" ·ed a debate 
in this House on th is issue of second hand 
clo thing shows tha t the in terest of the few is 
being protec ted . But at the same time, if one 
looks at the \\·hole matter again, one will be 
tempted to ask whe the r the go,·ernmcnt. should 
protect the interest of dealers ia secondhand 
c!flthing at the expense of the i ntere~ t of the 
whole nation. 

An bon. JV[ember : I t is constituency 
interes t. 

M. Ibrahim Gusau Any }!ember of this 
Parliament is responsib le to his own constitu
ency,. but at the sa~e time if in a particular 
constituency there IS somethina which will 
affect the entire Federat ion, then °i t is no more 
the r c:splJt~siJiiit·; v i:. ~::;.; ).I ~ ::~b~ r rCtJrcscnt in (l' 
that constituency alone. . " 

Secondhand clo thing , as we ha\·e been made 
to understand, does not onlv concern the 

·Eastern Region alone. The· }Iember for 
Aba Urban (Mr F. I . Okoronk:ico) has just 
told us that it is imported to the East, but the 
East is made a base from where it is redis
tributed to places outside Nigeria. 

An bon. Member : Who said that ? 
M. Ibrahim Gusau : The Member for 

Aba Urban (Mr Okoronkwo) said it. This is 
not a question which affects only one Region 
or one particular constituency. I wonder 
why the Government has been so over-generous 
to dealers in secondhand clothing trade. 

There are many charges which we can level 
against the Gov~rnn~ent in this respect. I 
know that . anythmg 1mported into Nigeria is 
C?ntrolled m one way or th~ other in order to 
g1ve room to our local industries to survive. 

\Ve know that everyth ina imported into 
the country is based on° the n e e d s 
of the country. Secondhand clothing should 
come into N igeria for the consu mption of the 
particular area where it is required. The 
use of secondhand clo th ing should not be 
imposed on us because some of us do not 
require it. 

. This trade started not \·ery long ago. We 
m the North , I must say, d id not know of the 
trade in secondhand clothing until very 
recently when the people from Eas tern Reaion 
int roduced it into the North. We do 

0

not 
want it and we have ne\·er been naked. \Ve 
charge the G o\·e rnment for fai lina to control 
the importation of secondhand clothing into 
l\igeria and we charge the G overnment for 
failing also to protect the national interest. 
We have been told by the ~Iinister of Finance 
that we lost about £2 million within a verv 
short period of time. · 

The Minister of Finance : I want to 
correc t a statement I made earlier when I 
said t~at within four " ·eeks, the quantity of 
bJies lm!)nrted was 3.000. :\-ow. that 1\':!S 

wrong and I want to correct it.,.., fro m the 
17th of September, to the 28th of September, 
not less .than 22,000 bales were imported and 
by the time I returned, which was about six 
weeks, it was over 30,000 bales. 

M. Ibrahim Gusau : As I was saying, we 
char~e the qovernment for failing to control 
the 1mportat10n of secondhand clothing into 
this C?!fntry. We also charge the Government 
for failmg to safeguard textile industries which 
~re spri?ging up in the country. If the 
rmportat10n of secondhand clothing is allowed 
~o continue or is encouraged as the case has 
JUSt been shown, shall we not be undermining 
the success of the textile industry for which we 
have bee~ labouring in this country ? So, we 
charge th1s Government for failing to encourage 
our own textile industries. 

.If any part!cular area requires any particular 
thmg, there 1s no reason why that particular 
area should not have it. We have no quarrel 
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about that. but fo .. the G overn ment to compel Professor Kalu Ezera : On a point of order, 
ihe ·nat ion to su ffer•hecause of a few people, I my hon. Friend has just mentioned Cnited 
do not think this Parliament can give any such Nations. This country also sends secondhand 
power. women to the U nited l\at ions ! Our ddega-

Mr F. I. Okoronkwo (.-\.ba Urban) : I tions are seco ndhand men and secondhand 
would like to remind the i\Iember for Sokoto women ! 
West Central (i\11. Ibrahim Gtuau) that even 
the ships and aeroplanes we use to-day are 
reconditioned ships and aeropLmes and they 
are secondhand things. 

The Deputy Speaker : I am sure we have 
no secondhand men here. ~lay we hear 
~Iallam Ibrahim G usau, please. 

An hon. Member: There are two second
hand men at the other side. 

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South) : On a 
point of order , under section 25 of the Standing 
O rder, I want to say that if I am considered a 
secondhand man, clearly it is that group there, 
the l\.C.:\.C. group from the Eastern Region, 
that has made me a secondhand man. (Inter-
ruptions). • 

The Deputy Speaker : Order, order. 
Certainly, I would not have interrupted the 
Member fo r Enyong South (Jlr Ekanem) , but I 
thought I heard him mention Standing Order 
25 . I f the hon. M ember was relying on 
S tanding Orde r 25, well Stand ing Order 25 
deals on " Dispensing with :\otice." 

Mr I. A. Brown (Cyo South West) : If I 
am clear!\· a secondhand ~!embe r of Parliament , 
I j n1 s:..1 r~ I n:ust h.t\·c cor.:l! :~~ .; :-:: ~secondhand 
Region. 

M. Ibrahim Gusau : I am not convinced by 
the remarks made by the ~Iember for Aba 
Urban (i\llr Okoronkv;o) . vVe should not be 
importing secondhand clothes just becuase we 
buy secondhand ships and aeroplanes. There 
are many countries which are under-developed 
and they buy secondhand ships or aircraft. 
The reason is that they cannot afford the price 
of new ones. On the other hand, it is difficult 
to find a country that imports secondhand 
clothes and .::ven if there is, the practice has 
originated from Eastern Nigeria. So, I am 
not convinced by his argument. What I am 
saying is that there are some of our people 
who have been to the United ~ations who feel 
that they are equal to the other members of 
that Organisation. If we are proud to be 
equal to others, why do we do things that will 
make people outside this country think poorly 
of us? 

The Deputy Speaker : I am sorry I did 
not get the point of order made. 

Alhaji Mohammed Muhtari Sarkin Bai 
(Dambatta) : On a point of orde r, I qui te 
support the ;\{ember fo r Bende East (Professor 
K alu E~era) and that is the more reason why 
we need time to debate foreign affairs on the 
Floor of this H ouse. 

The Minister of Finance : On a point of 
information , I hope tha t what my hon. Friend , 
the ~I ember fo r Bende East (Prof essor E:::era) 
said would not be on record because we ha1·e 
not sent seco ndhand men and secondhand w<' 
men to the l'nited l\ations. On the contrary, 
we ha\·e sent men and women of substance who 
hav~- acquitted themseh·es creditably in the 
United l\atio ns. 

M. Sule Abba Biu (Biu North) : Professor 
Eze ra himself is an ~. C.:\ .C . member and the 
leader of the U nited :\ations delegations, of 
course, is Dr J aja Wachuku, and in this case he 
is being refer red to as a secondhand man ! He 
is not accountable to u~. he is onlv aecountab le to 
the N .C.N. C. and with that, we note that Dr 
Jaja 'Vc1chuku is a secondhand m an ! 

The Minister of Finance : I will not allow 
any hon. Member here to insult any of mv 
colleagues whether he is here or not, and I will 
ask my hon. Friend, the ~I ember for Biu Xorth, 
(!VI. Abba Biu) to withdraw the statement. As 
a Government supporter he cannot call a 
Minister here a secondhand Minister. 

The Deputy Speaker : Order, order ! 
May I appeal to the H ouse at this stage. It 
would appear that harmless and innocent ex
pressions are being completely twisted out of 
context to the extent of probably getting 
embarrassing to the nation. May I reallv say 
that the expression "secondhand man" when 
used here tonight, I am sure, must have been 
intended not to be taken seriously. But if we 
are go ing to start labelling those who re present 
us abroad as secondhand men, we ought to 
appreciate that these things are going down in tho 
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[DEP\JTY SPHKER l 
Hansard that is read e\·erywhere, and our social 
expressions and the mood of the H ouse at the 
time certainly cannot be pictorially reflected 
on the pages of Hansard. So, may I appeal to 
Members of this House please to be more 
restrained. 

Alhaji Bello Dandago (Gwarzo East) : I 
have profound respect for women folk and I 
am here to say-

An hon. Member :How many wives has the 
hon. Gentleman ? 

Alhaji Bello Dandago : Four. 

An hon. Member·: Four big ones ? 
Alhaji Bello Dandago : We do not classify 

them by rank : firs t, second, third, because if 
we try to do that, how far and where shall we 
end ? vVomen are women, first-class. 

M. Ibrahim Gusau : In suppo rt of my 
argument, if one looks at the moral and social 
side of it, I think there is no reason why we 
should import secondhand clothing into this 
country. :\igeria is a vast and important 
country, and in th is respect, we in ?\orthern 
Nigeria do not want secondhand clothing to be 
imported into this country. All the second
hand clothings being imported at the moment 
come from the United States of America. One 
can never find the type I am wearing at the 
moment and the imported clothes. People 
who encourage the importation of secondhand 
clothing into this country should be ashamed 
of themselves because these clothes are not fit 
for people to wear. Anybody who calls 
himself a nationalist should not dress in a 
foreign dress. I have never seen the Member 
for Bende East (Professor Ezera) in European 
dress, but he wants importation of secondhand 
clothing into this country to continue. 

There is a motive behind the importation of 
secondhand clothing into this country because-

The Minister of Finance : I think that hon. 
Members will agree with me that I might as 
well reply briefly to the points made in order to 
save the debate on this issue degenerating. 
(Interruption). 

My hon. Friend, the Member for Dambatta 
(Allzaji Sarkin Bai) wants to know why I 
devoted three hours to secondhand clothing 
and did not allow him to move his Motion. I 
want to tell my hon. Friend that I have no 

po,,·er to prevent him from debating his :\[otion, 
nor have I any power to allocate the number of 
hours for the debate. 

The Deputy .Speaker : Order, order ! :\lay 
I remind the hon. i\Iinister that he is speaking 
as i\linister of Finance and not as Leader of the 
House. \Vould he please add ress him;elf to 
the point at issue ? 

The Minister of Finance : Thank \'O U, 

Mr Deputy Speaker. I was only replying to 
my hon. Friends' interject ions. 

I would like to speak on three points on this 
matter arising from statements made. fi rstly. [ 
have given assurance to my hon . Friends tha t 
I am specifically interested in this matter, and [ 
would have thought that the assu rance I ga1·e 
them was sufficient. I said that the m,,_tte r is 
being further investigated and I woulJ ha,·c 
thought that with that assurance, my hon. 
Friends would have been conten t, c:-;ce, tir.:_: . 
perhaps, that they would like to show to their 
constituents, like everyone of us, that they have 
championed their cause and tint they were 
thrown out. In anv case, the1· will be th ro1•:n 
out in this particular.:\Io tion. . 

:\o11·, having said that I lvoul J like , perhap,;, 
at this time, to speak both as :\ fini ster of 
Finance and as Leader of the House. There 
are t\1'0 statements made here 11· hich I 1\'0uld 
like to gi1·e in terms of serious ad1·ice to 
hon. Parliamentarians. \\'e are respon 
sible people. As the Deputy S peaker once 
said tonight, our statements here are read all 
over the world. The Hansard :-:::bought and 
mailed to all parts of the world. We are 
responsible for the development of this country. 
Whether people say what they like outside or 
not, I think we should know what we are doing. 
You cannot condemn a thing without giving 
any substitute. Somebody has said that we are 
protecting the interest of the U .A. C. and the 
tycoons. I have no reason to protect U.A.C. at 
all. As a businessman, I would like to com
pete with U.A.C. But we should realise 
that some of the statements we have made in 
our anxiety to catch the headlines and to talk 
about the temper of the country blindly, ha1·e 
driven some of our brothers and sisters out of 
employment at the moment. Even if we hose 
the finances, have we the technical know-how ? 
If we open factories no11·, can the :\[ember for 
Aba Urban (ivlr Okoronk~,·o) go and work there 
as the Engineer ? 
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Mr F. I. Okoronkwo (Aba Urban): Can the 
:\linistcr of finance himsel£.? ----

The Minister of Finance : I cannot. 1 J o 
not condemn things unless I can gi,·e my 
people something else. 

i\I y Colleagues and Friends from ~h.e East 
· talk about the C .. -\.C. The U.A.C., ,\lth our 
:\ .C.N .C. Go1·ernment of the East: rn Reg10?· 
i> cstab li,;h in" a textile factory of £J milliOn In 
Onitsha. c : n hon . ~[embers do that ? Are 

· h le now ) The 11·e encou r'1gmg t ese peop · . . 
people know that times ha,·e changed ~nd the) 
are changing with the times.. They bnng their 
monel. ti1e1· brin" the techmcal knoll·-holl an_d 

• ' · " · h \\ e they · tn· to establish industries ere. 
ought to be grateful to them. 

An hon. Member : It is worse. 

The Minister of Finance : It is no t ll·orsc ; 
what I am saying is true because if U.A:C. mll 
come to Oll·e rri to open an mdust~y th,e r.e 
to morrow the :\ lembe r tor Owern Ea, t (CIIt<1 
D. N. Abii) \\·ill be happy. Does ,anyone 
think they "·ill come if we abuse them r 

Chief D. N. Abii (Owerri East) : T he 
:\linister of Finance has not brought them. 

The Minister of Finance : I do not br~ng 
them . the Go,·ernment of the Eastern Region 
will b;ing them. 

What I am sJving is that we all agree that 
there lnd been , monopoly in a lot of these 
things in rhe past, but since times are changmg 
and the people are trying to help us, please 
we the representatives of the people should 
be charv in condemning them. Look at produce 
buying , and retail or wholesale trade. In a lot 
of the vilbges there were ~hops ~efore and 
we could walk in and buy httle thmgs. Can 
we do so now? 

achie,·ements. N igeria is not buying a~ything 
dhand \Vhen we want to build our 

secon . . . l d . ·hen we 
roads, - ~~-e ~build · first-c ass.. Ioa s~ , -" -
want to build our ports, we bUild first-class 

P
orts . when 11.c s·.1w that the D.C.3 planes 

'of no use ..w condemned them and were • , d 
bouo-ht Fokker Friendship. Are they secon -

hand? 

An hon. Member : No. 

The Minister of Finance : And :v~en our 
nava l boats were not good, the :\[mister of 
Defence condemned them and we sold them 

S and we are building new ones. They as scrap . . d · 
are no t secondhand, and It IS no use con emn~ng 
his own country to the world that everythmg 

11.e ale doing here is secondhand bec~~Ise he 
read a proposal in the press that the ;\ Igenan 
Shipping Line wan_ts to buy some second
hand ships. The sh1ps ha,·e not been bought. 
But all the snips that have been named after 

. t '\io-cri·ms are not secondhand 
proml!len - " • . f 1 h 
ships ; they are new sh.ips, or t le . on: 
:\ [ember's infonnanon. 1 \\'Ould not ,\\lOll an) 
hon. :\[ember here to try to make a s.t.ate~ent 
that could be misccnstrued outsic:'.e 1\Igena to 
meJn that we are buying secondhan_d thmgs. 
\\'e are not buying secondh:md thmgs ; we 
are not creating any secondhand mdustry. All 
the industiies that are erected-go to Ikep 
and see \\'Onderful \Yorks the_re. Go to the 
Eastern Region, go to the 1\orthern Region 
anJ alsrJ to Apapa-all those facton es are not 
secondhand factories. 

Mr N. E. Elenwa,Ahoada West): What of 

_-\honda area ? 

The Minister of Finance : I am speaking 

quite seriously. 

An hon. Member : They have closed 

Mr Elenwa : On a point ?f order, the 
:\Iinister of Finance has men~wn~d Ahoa~a 
;nd we have not got any textile mdustry 1n 

Ahoada. 
down. 

The Minister of Finance. : They have 
closed down ; that is n~t a credit to us. This 
is given in terms of adv1ce. 

The last point that I want to make i; the 
remark made by the Member for _Aba 'Crban 
(.Wr Okoronk~,·o) , that we are _buymg second
hand ships, that we are buymg second~nd 
th.is and that . I want to tell my hon. Fnend 
that we l\igerians should be proud of our 

The Minister of Finance : I \~auld say 
this for the education of my hon .. Fnend,_ that 
h' Government and the enure Reg10nal 

. ~~svernments are not interestc;d in secor:dhand 
vVe are interested m producmg the matters. 

first. 
Chief 0. B. Akin-Olugba~~ (Egba S?uth) : 

On a point of order, the i\lhmster of Fmar:ce 
knows that the U.P.P. is secondhand ActiOn 
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[CHIEF AKr:>-OLUG!JAOE] object of this Order, therefore is to e n~blc the 

Gro d th " ' C ,.. . C · 1 \'·· local man ufac turers of m~t~hes and matcl1 up an e !~ . • 1, .. 1n t 1e vcstern 
Region is second hand N.C.i\.C. So, you have boxes t o obtain these materials duty-free until 
se;:ondh~nc!_~~~ali.!i_~n government in the such t1me as they arc available locally. .. . 

Western Reg10n. - - - - Such-a mer!s-urels in- li'nc with the ~ccept~ ci 
The Deputy Speaker : That is a point of poltcy th~t nc,dy es t~blis hcd industries shou ld 

information. be en~• raged so as to enable them to stand on 
The Minister of Finance : I do not know their tee t. 

what the i\_Iember for Egba South (Chief A kin
Olugbade) IS t~l kmg abot..'t. .-\11 I know is that 
he is a secondhand legal adviser of the defunct 
Action Group. 

C_hief Akin-01ugbade : I am not the legal 
advise r. 

The Minister of Finance : Chief Rot im i 
Williams ,,·as the original one; the ~! embe r fo r 
Egba South (Chief Akin-Olztabade) is the 
counterfe it. " 

Finally, I want to say that I am grateful to 
ho_n. i\lembers of the House for contributing to 
thts debate, abso lvmg me and the Government 
from the unwarranted attacks that ha,·e been 
levelled aga~n s t us for no just cause except that 
we are domg our duty by protecting the 
financtalmterest of this country. 

\Vith these few remarks, I move that the 
Question be now pur. 

Question, That tlze Question be no1u put, put 
and agreed to. 

i\llain Question put and agreed to. 

Resob.:ed, That th~ Customs Tariff (Duties 
a~d Exe~p tt~ ns) ();o. 7) Order, 1963 (Legal 
i\ ottce No. 1J6 of 1963), a cop,· of which was 
laid before this House on Sth J anua rv he 
approved. · ' 

CUSTO~!S T.-\RIFF (DUTIES ~'10 EXE:I-!PTIONS) 
(No.8) ORDER, 1963 

Th~ ~inister of Finance : I rise again , 
~nd this ttme to move the third i\-Iotion standing 
In my name, T hat the Customs T ariff (Duties 
and Exemptions) (No. 8) Order, 1963 be 
confirmed. 

. This Order exempts splints and skillets 
Imported by approved manufacturers for the 
manufacture of matches and match boxes from 
duty. 

Splints and skillets are the raw materials 
required by the match industry ; they are how
ever not available in Nigeria at present. The 

The House may, however, rest assured that 
thts concession will be reconsidered as soo n as 
these articles are ava ilable locally. 

I beg to move. 

The Minister of Internal Affairs (Alhaji 
the hon. S hehu Shaga ri) : I beg to second. 

Que,·tion put and agreed to. 

Resoh·ed, That th: Customs T ari ff (Duties 
a~d Exe~ptl~ns) _( i\o. 8) Order, 1963 (Legal 
:\ottce ::<o. b-t of 1963), a copy of which was 
la1d befo re this House on 8th January, be 
app ro,·ed. 

Ct::sTo~rs TARIFF (Dr.;nEs .-L'IO Exn rPTro:--:s) 
(:'\o. 9) ORDER, 1963 

The Minister of Finance : I rise to move 
the fou rth i\lotion stand ing in my name, and 
this t 1m~ , That _the Customs Tariff (Duties and 
ExemptiOns) (~ o. 9) Order, 1963 be confirmed. 

T here is nothing new in this Order ; it 
merely amends an earlier Order so as to ensure 
that only bags and sacks of textile materi als 
with dimens ion~ not ~xceeding # " by zs· and 
,,-hich Jre requtrcd tor the packina of goods 
and pr?duc: m anu fac tured, grown" anl pro
ce»ed Ill~ tgen:~ shou ld be admitted at the 
rather low duty rate at 2d each. 

Prior to this Amendment, th is concessionary 
rate_ of duty_ applied to all bags and sacks of 
tex~IIe maten als 1rrespecti1 e of their dimensions. 
Thts, howe~er, had enabled importers to import 
texttle fabncs sewn up loosely in the form of 
bags at the low rate of du ty applicable to bags 
and sacks. These bags were later unsewn and 
sold_ as textile fabrics, and since the duty on 
texttle materials is higher than that on bags and 
sacks, the transaction involved a loss of revenue 
to Government. The present Order is there
fore aimed at closing the loophole and I am 
sure it will have the support of every Member. 

I beg to move. 

Minister of State (Alhaji the hon. Ibrahim 
Tako Galadima) :I beg to second. 
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Que,·tion put and agreed to. 

Resolved : That the Customs Tariff (Duties 
and Exemptions) (0/o. 9) Order, 1963 (Legal 
-i':otice :'\o. 155 of 1963), a copy of which was 
laid before this House on 8th January, be 
appro,·ed . 

Cl-sTo~ rs TARIFF (D UTI ES A:>D ExnrPno :--.-s) 
(No. 10) ORDER, 1963 

The Minister of Finance : I now rise to 
mo,-e the last Motion standing in my name-

That the Customs Tariff (Duties and 
Exemptions) (:'\o. 10) Order, I ')63, be 
confi rmed. 

T his Order befo re the House raises the dut\· 
on aluminium plates and sheets, etc., from 10 
per cent to 20 per cent ad valorem and is des igned 
specifically to protect a home industry. 

T he I 0 per cent duty on these commodit ie:> 
had p re,·iou>ly been mac! e necessarv by the f.t~ t 
that titesc items were not a\·ailable locail y. 
Thev h~d therefore to attract such a low r; , t~ 
of d~ty as surt of eneour:~gem ent to the locd 

• alumin:um fabricating industr ies. 

T o-day, the pos ition has changed. i\ks; rs 
Alcan .\ luminium of !\ige ri :1 is now producing 
these iteius at Port Har~ourt r,nd h<1.1 an eye 
on produ~ing J!l that the country requires in 
respec~ ,,f these t·ommodi ties. This, ho\\·e,·er, 
is not possib le with the existi ng 10 per cent 
ad 'i:alorrm du 'y, and the Tariff had to be 
amended so as to pro,·ide Jn atm.ospl· ere 
sui tJb ' '-' for local production. 

I beg to rno\·e . 

Minister of State (Aihrj i the hon. Ibrahim 
Tako G;lladima) : 1 beg to second. 

Chief 0. B. Akin-Olugbade (Egua South) · 
\Ve do hope that the hon. Mini£ter of Finance 
has made necessary investig'ltiuns. In a.oking 
thi; house to approve this increase in Customs 
Tariif, it is stated that the raw materials which 
are being produced in this country are sufficie '1 t 
to carry on the work, the main reason being 
that the indu,;try is local. \ 'Veil , there is a t>ig 
difference between a lucal industry and an 
industry owned by Nigerians. Some of these 
so called local industries are owned by foreign
ers with huge capital. 1 am not saying that 
the Minister of Finance has not taken th~ 
m:cessary precautions. But we do h< .pe that 

he h~~ nuJt> imcstigations to find ou t that 
thtsc so caltcd locell industri es have substan ti al 
.\igc ri an inter~s t s in them. 

For instanc-:, we have -just passed that of 
n:<!tches and nutcil boxes. We ail know that 
.\igena is very rich ie timber. AnyboJ y wl •o 
does not know that, when he corr.cs into this 
.\ational Hall, \\' i!l realise that :\igc ria is rich 
in the be> t of timbers in the ,·.-o rld. At:d, 
pa rticularly, -.,e ;;e t the best of t;mbcrs in 
Sapelc area. .'\ nJ I kno\\' thrt match boxes 
~re raade out of t imber. Bu t ,,-e are now 
imposir<g a higner tariff on imported ones so 
that tit .: so called local indust ries Cell\ thri \e . 
\\'e do hope t lm1• the hon. :\linis t.: r of Fin~nce 
and :he hon. ~lin i~ te r of Economic Dc,·elop
mcnt \\ ill u;c al t ex per ts in their Mini-· trics to 
se~ to ;t that rhes..; local indu~ t rie~ h;t,·e sub
st~ntia lloca l or mti,·c interests. 

i'v!r A. F. Odalana (Ijebu Sou! h) : Some 
peoplt' do put the e<t rt before the horse. Thi,; 
is purely an item fo 1· business pcorlc. I do 
n.)! rcaJ;v want to talk, :nuch on this irecn 
ben usc the ~lin i s te r ot' Finance i ~ acting in 
good faith . Bu t I think that hon. :\'embers 
should reali;;e tile di fference bel\\een locally
made goods and those that are imported. 
\Yhv do \\ e manu facture them here ? In the 
fi rs 1. place, they ~i,-e emp!oyn.ent to our people 
wil•> \\'ork in the ir.dustries . In the second 
pbce, we do not pay f•eig ht ra t~s to convev 
thern !~ e rr, :.tnt.l ti:i ngs li ~'c t:tat. 

But the question \\'e ha\·e to ask ourseh·es 
is this : \\ 'hy is it that while imported cement , 
fo r example. is sP!d :lt 3s , those th:lt arc manu
fac tured at .\kalagu or at £,,·ekoro are sold for 
lOs or more ? They will come to tell us that 
they borrowed £!.'! million and they are paying 
6} per ce11t interest. But here is the ~Iin ister 
of Finance who approves what they call tax 
relief for a ceotain number of years. In this 
country, where this industry is being carried 
on, we still buy the produce of the industry 
at a high price. Why is it that the business is 
not left open so that anybody who can will go 
into the industry and then there will be com
petition ? 

If, for instance, this cap (referring to a cap 
on lzis lzead) was imported and was selling 
at 2s-6d, but now that we manufacture it, it 
sells at 2s, then I will say that when this cap 
was imported from England, Czechoslovakia 
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[MR ODULANA] I would like to seize this opportunity also to -·-
- _ . - . . - -·-corre(£ the impress ion made by the :\[ember 

or from Germa?y. I wa_s buytng It at Zs-6~, for Egba South (Chief Allin-0 /ughade) 11·ho 
but now that 1t IS bcmg manufactured tn should know and who, I am sure, kno11·s ,·cry 
Port Harcourt, Enugu or anywhere in the well what he is talking about. This Govern
North it is sold for 2s. ment's policy is not to discriminate against any 

\Ve have the Star Beer as another example. 
What is the advantage 11·e get from these 
locally manufactured goods ? This is what I 
want the M inister to look into. If anybody 
who wants to come and establish an industry 
is allowed to do so there will be no doubt 
that we will be benefited because they are no t 
going to import their labour here. They can 
only bring their technical know-ho11·. Where 
do we enjoy our locally manufactured goods 
while we are going to buy these things at the 
rate we are buying imported goods ? This is 
what I want the Minister to consider. 

The Minister of Finance : I do not want 
to reply to the last point made by the :\[ember 
for Ijebu South_ (ivlr Odulana) because that 
does not come within my competence. If he 
wants to raise that matter he can do so with 
my Colleague and Friend, the hon. :\Iinister 
of Commerce and Industry. 

But I would like to assure him that if people 
invest their money in industry, as he knows 
(he himself has mentioned it), they must get 
their money back somehow before they can 
reduce the amount. T ake a purely l\igerian 
owned industry li ke the :\kabgu cemen t 
industry or the Ewekoro cement industry. 
Investment there must have to be recouped 
within a period of time, as the hon. Member 
knows. And one important aspect of it which 
he refused to mention, and which I am sure 
he knows, is the question of balance of pay
ment position and the use of our raw materials. 
So that a factory that is established cannot 
be looked upon only from the point of view 
of the benefit which will accrue to the ordinary 
man in the street from the price reduction. 
This is important but it will come. And in 
ease of companies like the Nkalagu cement 
industry, hon. Members will see that they 
have been enlarging with their profits. They 
enlarge their factory ; they employ more people 
and produce more cement. And the more 
cement factories we can open in the country 
the better, because when there is local compe
tition between one another, the price will be 
reduced. 

im·estor. \\'e arc asking for planners and 
in1·estors to come into the country, whether they 
have :\i<>erian participation or not . As long 
as they ~stab lish here, ob1·iously 11·e will gi1·e 
them the necessary protection. \\'e protect 
first and foremost their im·estments-the 
money they bring into this country. \\'e 
gi1·e them approved status and give them the 
gua rantee that :\'ige ria will not expropriate 
thei r money and their property and that they 
are safe in this country. 

Chief 0. B. Akin-Olugbade (Egba South) : 
On a point of order, I hope that the hon. 
!\finister does not misunderstand me. I know 
that most of these indust ries he referred to as 
local industries which have substantial foreign 
im·estments are protected by the relief granted 
by the Pioneer Certificate given to them. But 
what I asked of the :Vfinister is t his : whether 
he made sufficient im·estigations to know that 
these industries are not taking undue ad,·an
tage ; because after three or four years they 
may perhaps have made enough profits to 
co,·er their capital outlay, and they may make 
an appea l to the :'1 finister of Finance and tell 
him , "Look, 11·e ha1·c go t local materials now. 
Please increase the tax on importation of such 
and such mate rials so that 11·e can make more 
profits". But how do we know that they ha1·e 
not recovered their capital outlay and are not 
milking us-:' I merely asked him that question ; 
I did not blame him . 

The Minister of Finance : If the Member 
for Egba South (Chief Alu'tz-Olugbade) was 
asking me Questions at Question time, may be 
I could have understood that, but he is asking 
me a type of question which members of his 
profession call " indirect question." 

Now, the position clearly is this, that all the 
companies that operate in Nigeria-and the 
hon. :\Iember knows the Company Ordi
nance,-are bound to submit their balance 
sheets at the end of the year to the Inland 
Revenue Department, and if they make 
profits we will know, and once they start 
making profits they pay ta.'C. Obviously after 
five years expiration, their pioneer certificate 
will lapse, and once it lapses it cannot be 
renewed. 
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JJ5+ . 9 c\:\U -\RY 196+ [Customs Tariff Order] JJjJ [Customs T ariff Order] J. · · . .. N Th· t 's 

. . hat.. we--- The Minister of Fman~e ;. t 0 · . a 1 But -what . Lam trymg to .say. IS-t ·1 h t I called ;Ifamaco d1rectors. Af amaco - · - · 1 · ess ion that un ess w a ~' · d e do 
should not g11·e t 1e 1_mpr . hat directors are nominal d1rectors, an -~" . 
N igerians participate Ill any tndustry,. t t not want that. We want that 0hgenan 
industry will not be protec ted by Go~ern.•n t'c ' ation should be proper and that 
because thnt was the view some hon. !\ [embers R~-~ I ~~ns should be allowed to buy shares in 

. . h . t "I"' en . h h ld . d as have been g11·en 111 t e p.1s · those compames as s are o ers . an_ 

· h e · h t th y can have a vo1ce 1n the \Ve do not want compames to com_c ~r • d1recto~s, so t a e as ood 
·h n thev come thev 11·ant l\ 1genan affairs of the company and so too, g ~lf~m~~o e direct~rs and pay· them £tOO per :\igerians, whheneT the~ f~~~~h~~~;'~~?b~:~ 

annum These directors have no s ar~ or made enoug pro _ts an h one . be 
interes;s in the industry, they are on ly appom_ted their money they elthehr as; t_hft t e ~ of y the 

· · d to protect the compames. ploughed back for t e eve opmen . d\·VI.rect~rs t mcooord e~u sinessmen to come here, factory or for the development or establishment 
e 

11 
an o bl . h h f · b · tl e'r im·estments and esta ts ere. of other actones. nng 1 1 . bl' h d h t 

After all , when a factory IS esta . IS e . :re 1 t Question put and agreed to. . . 
cannot be rooted out and earned allay. I R. l--ed . That the Customs Tanff (Duttes 

·· · eso" · 196' (L I remains here in l\ 1gena. and Exemptions) (l\o. 10) Order, j. ega_ 
-\ t the same time we want to en:?ur~ge l\otice l\'o. 156 of 1963) , a copy of wh1ch 11 a> 

· · t to have confidence in l\ 1genan laid before this House on 8th January, be mve~ ors . d " :\i<>erians and d partiCipation, an to encoura"'~ · o h approve . 
bring them into the compames, so that t e And it being after 6 p.m., tlte Deputy Speaker 
Nigerians too, 11-ill be able_ to learn how to run adjourned tlze House u·ithout O)Questzot1 put, 
companies. pursuant to Standing Order 5 (I · . 

" ·1r A. F. Odulana (Ijebu South): We do not Adjourned accordingly at fifteen muwtes to 
n ele7:en o'clock. want them as nominal directors. 
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HOUSE Of REPRESE:\'T.-\TI\'l::s 
:\ IGER I.-\ 

Friday , l Oth January, 196+ 

Tfte House met at 9 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(~Ir Speaker in the Chair) 

OATHS 

Oath of .-\llegiance 11·as administe red to the 
following :\[embers-

i.\Ir F. C. :\I ba.kogu 

:\[ r Balang Balami 

(1963-6+) Bill] 

th.is-awklvard way',- it might be more judicious to-
ha,·e the House meet about one or two days 
earli er . 

\re appreciate that some of our colleagues 
may be entering into some so rt of religious 
obligations after to-day, and so we must have to 
conclude this business. However, I st ill 
think that that di fficu lty could have been 
cleared if we had started a little earlie r than we 
did. 

The Minister of Finance : I am very 
gr:ltet"u l to the b st speaker for not 11·as ting much 
of our time this morning and for " concluding", 
"wind ing up" and "finalising" his speech at a 
record time. I think that indicates his willing
ness tha t we should go on with our work 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS expedi tiously. 

Bi.:SI:'\ES3 or- THE Hol:sE \re ha1·e no intention of rushing the House 
but all the same I feel we should be businesslike The Minister of Finance : I beg to move , 
and hon. Members , e1·en the las t speaker who That, this day, notwiths tanding the provisions 

of Standing Order 5 (S itti ng of the House) , • is the Deputy S peaker ..o f this H ouse, will 

the H ouse shall sit at the follo11·ing times- ~~~~~ t\\ il~~t m~i~~~~ (~~: ~~0~;. 1\.\~r::,~t:: :w~~~ 
(a) from 9 a. m. till 12 noon ; m~k~ard hours !) \Vhat does the hon. Gentle-
(/;) from 3 p.m. till 6 p.m., and man mean by awkward hours? There is 
(c) from 9 p .m. onwards. nothing 3\l·kward in coming to work for your 

country and for what yo u are being paid. 
The Minister of Transport and Aviation If :\[embers continue to be absent, I shall 

(Hon. R .. -\. :\joku) : I beg to second. bring in -a Motion ask ing that their salaries be 
reduced by 10 per cent ! 

~r E. C. Akwiwu (Orlu South East) : I do 
not rise to oppose or to embarrass the Govern- Question put and ugreed to. 
ment but pu tting things like this 11·ould sound R l d T r · d · h 

eso ·;::e : hat, trus ay, notw1t standing 
like what the Conservative Opposition declared the provisions of S tanding Order 5 (Sittings of 
on the Labour narrow majority government the House), the House shall sit at the following 
in 19+5 , when they said that the Government times-
would harry them to death. 

(a) from 9 a.m. till 12 noon; 
I think we could have started this sitting (b) from 3 p.m. till 6 p.m., and 

may be one or two days earlier so that these 
things could be handled with all convenience (c) from 9 p.m. onwards. 
and soberness ; but as it is now we have been 
accustomed to sitting only from 9-12 noon on 
a Friday and to say that we are going to sit 
from 9-12 noon, 3 p.m.-6 p.m. and from 9 p .m . 
until whene,·er we can finish, I fear might act 
the other way round. It might have the effect 
of some sort of duress on the Members. The 
result might well be that Members who do not 
want to come back at night might rush through 
things thereby using 5 to I 0 minutes for 
subjects that might have taken one to two hours 
to deliberate, just to make sure that we do not 
come back at every inconvenient hours. I 
think that in future rather than put things m 

SUPPLEME~TARY APPROPRIATION 

(1963-6+) BILL 

The Minister of Finance : I beg to move, 
That, this day, notwithstanding the provisions 
of Standing Order 6+, the debate on the 
Second Reading of the Second Supplementary 
Appropriation (1963-64) Bill, when resumed, 
shall be concluded, and the Committee stage 
of the Bill shall be taken and concluded and 
the Bill read the third time. 

The Minister of Transport : I beg to 
second. 
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Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South) : I do Mr R. N. Muojeke (.-\wka Central) : What 

3357 [A djournment (Sine Die) 

no t want to oppose the :\lotion btlt just to make I am concerned about is to find out whether 
a few obscn·ation. I have read through the \\·e-;rre·-rising-to·· d-.l)'"OF not. - Alll wan t to say________ __ I 
Supplementary Estimates and there is not now is to ask the Government to sec that all ----J 
much there for discussion and I on!:· hope that the Questions that are listed but are not 
such a Bill or Estimate in tha t fo rm should be ans 11·e red in the House before the House rises ., I 
presented to :\[embers well in ach·ance before be answered by the respect i1·e :\Iinisters 
the day of discussion. It is not pr()pc r to h_a,·e concerned. I 
the Estimates on hand just a fell· days before :'1 lost of these Ques tions are 1·ery, very 
or on the day of discussion . importan t and unless they are ans11·ercd, the 

\\' ith the consent of this House, all I am :'lkmbcrs will not be encouraged to ask any 
asking the hon. :\Iinis tcr of Finance is that we furthe r questions . In saying this, I ha\·e in 
should be allo11·ed to ha1·e these things especially mind the question of what the :'1 Iinister of 
the Estimates well in advance. Transport might have been doing about trans

portation on the Ri1·er :\ige r at Onitsha. 
Questio11 put and agreed to. Even though we are gi1·en a bridge, this 
Resolved: That, this day, notwithstandi ng question is still very imp<? rtant to the pe?ple 

the provisions of S tanding Order 6+, the debate cross ing from East to \\ est and there IS a 
on the Second Reading of the Second Supple- Que~tion listed about this that has not yet been 
mentary _\ pprop riation ( 1963 -6+) Bill, 1rhen answered . As far as I am concerned my 
resumed, shall be concluded, and the question has not been answered, and I shall 
Committee stacre of the Bill shall be taken and be glad if the question is answered and sent 
concluded anl' the Bill read the third time. to me. 

ADJOCR:'\~I E :'\T SI:'\E DI E 

The Minister of Finance : I beg to mo1·e, 

That, this House, at its rising this day, do 
adjourn sine die. 

Mr Ak.wiwu : It is the usual thing that at 
the last dan at school, school children welcome 
a good hoiiday but I think. S ir , _that since the 
life of this Parliament ,,·e ha1·e 111 effect been 
trying to de1·ol\·e a practice 11·hereby we ha1·e 
meetings at gi,·en inkrvals. I 11·ould lt ke to 
suggest that (I !!..terruptwll ). 

Mr S . U. ldiong (lkot Ekpene zYorth East) 
U.P.P., crossed the carpet to the N.P.C. 

Mr D. S. [;-do-ln_vang (Opobo 1Vorth) A .G., 
crossed the carpet to the N.P.C. 

lvlr B. U. Ukpo11g (lkot-Ekpe11e Cetztral) 
U.P.P., crossed the carpet to the N.P.C. 

Mr Akwiwu : What has now happened 
probably re-enfor~es my askin~ that the H_ouse 
do not adjourn sme dze. It 1s very unhkely 
that some Members will have time enough to 
settle in their new seats before getting ready 
for adjournment. I would like to ~uggest 
that in the future, the seasons and penods of 
our meeting should be made a little more 
definite so that Members can well plan the1r 
business and make allowance for meetings of 
the House. 

Again, yesterday M embers were saying 
that there were important :\lotions which 
we would like the Go,·ernment to see passed. 
I have in mind this question of hire purchase 
:\lotion. There is also very important legisla
tion dealing with company laws and another 
dealing with friendly countries. These have 
not been passed in this House and I want the 
Government to take action to see that the 
questions on them are ans11·ered, and the 
answers should also be sent to respective 
questioners. 

M. Ibrahim Gusau (Sokoto West Central): 
A few years ago it was about to be the general 
practice that whenever the House adjourned 
sine die Members were made to know when 
the House would meet again. This practice 
has been abolished now and for the past three 
Sittings we have not been seeing anything of 
that sort. I therefore wonder whether we are 
not going to continue to discourage a general 
practice which is well known to the Members 
of this House. 

We would like the Government to inform 
Members, whenever a Motion of Adjournment 
is coming before this House, when it intends 
to re-assemble the House again. I know 
that cases might crop up which might make 
it impossible for the Government to re
assemble the House sooner than the time 
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[~!. G t:s.H: ) Th " ·I ' . t f F' · · . . e n 1n1s er o mance : Th 1s 1s because 
already g11·en ; all the s:une l thi11k it is p rop;:• --· \ycdnesday i_s the birth day .o£.the.M ember.for 
fu r the. Go1·ernment to let ~!embers ha1·e an I-..aga ~brglu (Sitetlima Ali ivlonguno) 
1dea ot 11·hen the House is li kelv to be re-
assembled . · Question put and agreed to. ... 

I therefore appeal to the Go,·ernment to re
introduce this good practic:e 1rhich it intends 
to abolish. 

Reso!'l.'ed : That, this House, at its risina this 
day, do adjourn sine die. " 

I beg to support. 

__ Mr ~· 0. Tobun (Epe): I do not quarrel 
II 1th t!us ~ lotwn askmg us to go back to 
our respect11·e homes to-clay, but what I ll"ant 
to do 1s to ask ~ !ember.; to come here to-day 
at 9 p.m. so as to allow us to finish ou r business 
even if the business 11·ill take us up to + a.m: 
the following morn ing. 

. I know that it is because of the Ramadan 
fes ti va l that the Government is rushing us up 
m order to enable our i\" orthern :\·!embers to 
&"o back home and make arrangements for the 
hlst. But 11·e still ha1·e tomorrow which is 
Saturday and I think that our :\'orthern 
M embers can afford to stay for only one more 
day m Lagos instead of the Go1·ernment asking 
M embers to come here at nine o'clock in the 
n ight and lea1·e here at t11·o or four o'dock 
the follo11·ing morning. This point should be 
considered. 

. If 11·e can do the work that can be done up 
tdl t11·eh·e noon to-day and allow peop le to go 
to Mosque to pray, I think that should be 
enough for the d.1y. \\"e c:an tiwn come back 
tomo rrow, start from nine o'clock in the 
morning and then ha1·e the other business 
~e ft behind to-day dealt with. I wou ld not 

"'\Ike the Ministe r of Finance to ask Members 
to come here at nine in the night and then wait 
unt~l any time because we 11·ant to rush the 
busmess of the House. The !\Iinister should 
consider this and allow us to come back 
t~morrow instead ot coming back here in the 
mght. 

. The Minister of Finance : On a point of 
mformatwn, I want to give one assurance to 
my hon. Friend, the Member for Epe (Mr 
Tobun) that when he comes here at nine 
o'clock tonight the bar at the Refectory will 
be opened for Whisky. 

Shettima Ali _Monguno (Kaga Marghi) : 
I only want to thmk aloud, and in doing so I 
want to say that I wonder why Parliament 
as~embles only on Wednesdays and also 
adJourns only on Fridays. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

PE:\5!0:\S BILL 

Order j iJr S econd Reading read. 

The Minister o~ Establishments (Hon. 
]. C. Obant!e): I n se to move the Second 
Reading- · 

Mr ·~·. 0. Ogunsanya (Ikeja) : On a point of 
order, ~1 r, Standmg Order ::\o. 3 sta res quit~ 
cle~rly that ~Ir Speaker shall allocate a seat to 
each ~[ember. 

The ;\[ember for Ishan \\'es t (Chief Dame
Oboh) is now in the House and has go ne to 
take a seat not allocated to him, crossin!j from one 
party to another to sit on a seat not allocated to 
h1m by ~Ir Speaker. He is now s itting on a 
seat allocated to the i\Iember for Egbado South 
(Jir .·ljibola). 

.l\IIr Speaker : I will i01·estigate that and 
gi\·e my ruling later. 

The Minister of Establishments : I rise 
to mo1·e the Second reading of the Pensions 
Bdl. The purpose of this Bill is two-fold 
Fi rst!~, it is in~ended to apply the -ram~ 
condmons regardmg the payment of pensions 
earned by Government servants befo re they 
transferred to Statutory Corporations, to those 
Cll'll servants who are transferred to emplo\·
men: ;~hich has been declared "Approv~d 
Serv1ce under the Pensions Act. 

An ex:= pie of t~is trpe of service is employ
ment With the N1genan Produce Marketing 
Company. Secondly, the Bill is intended to 
amend the Pens!ons (Sp~cial Provisions) Act 
1961 to allow the mcreases m pension authorised 
after t~e Mbanefo Revison of Salaries to apply 
to penswns earned before that period, but which 
had not actually been put into payment. 

Hon. Members will recall that when the 
Statutory Corporations were established it was 
the policy of ~overnment to induce as many 
officers as poss1_ble, who were serving in the 
departments wh1ch the Corporations replaced, 
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to transfer to the scn·ice of the new Corpora
tions. ln order to pr .... ·ide an atlt!ecl induce-

- nH.: nt to these officers;• :md to ensure tha t I"· 
the ir transfer they t!id not pb.:e their pr,;
,·ious ly earned pension in jeopardy, legislation 
was enacted which allowed for the payment of 
the ir henel1ts up to the date of transfer to the 
Co rporation if, for any reason o:her than as a 
result of be ing sentenced to a term of im
prisonment by an:: compett:n t court, they left 
the serv ice of the Corporation in cir~ums tances 
not entitling them to any bene'its fro m the 
Corporatio n. 

This pro1·is ion has since been limited in its 
app lication to a period of 3 1·e:>rs after the 
estab lishment of a Corporation as it was 
co nsidered that this was a reasonab le period in 
11·h ich an officer could settle down and tinallv 
dcci cle 11·hether or not he was willing to remai ;1 
in the new service. -

A. t the present time officers who hal'e trans
fer red to ".-\ppro1·ed Sen· ice" do not enjoy 
simila r pri1·ileges. .\!though an officer who 
tinally retires from employmr~t which has 
been declared " Approved Serl'ice" recei,·es a 
pension in respect of his earlier service with 
C01·ernment, this pension is on lY paid if he 
ic:11·cs the .-\ppro1·ed emplo1·ment in pension
:lbie circumstan.:es. If the sen·ice or· the u!nc:"r 
is termimtcd fo r anv reason which does not 
en title him to benefits from his employers it 
is not l eg~ lly possible to pay him :my retiring 
award in respect of his earlier G01·e rnmcnt 
Sen ·ice. 

I fee l sure that hon. ~!embers ;rill share mv 
1·iew that this is unfair and I am therefore no1~· 
seeking their wpport in order to amend the 
present legislation in order that officers in th is 
category will enjoy the same pri1·ileges as 
thei r colleagues who transferred to the Co r
porations with regard to the right to receive 
the pensions which they ha1·e earned during 
their Government service. 

Section 1, paragraph 2 of the Bill is self
explanatory. It simply ensures that an officer 
cannot draw the pension earned in respect of 
his previous Government servi.:e at the same 
time as he is being employed in any under
taking which has been declared ·'.-\pproved 
Service". 

The second section of the Bill is concerned 
with what is reallv a technical amendment . 
Afte r the re1·ision ~f salaries as a result of the 

~[ banefo Report in i'J5'>, the Pensions (Special 
Provisions) .-\ct ILts passed to allow increases 
to be paid on pensions which were in payment 
befor~ ht September, l 'J5lJ . The wording of 
th i" :\ ct prcduded these increases from 3pply
in~ to pensions 11·hich had been earned b:· this 
chtc , hut 11·hich !tad not been put into payment. 

Th,lse per~ons ac h·ersely affected by this 
11·erc officers 11'110 had transferred to th e 
:-i tatutory Corpora tions or to emp loyment 
•.l'!t ich had been declared " Appro ved Sen·ice" 
before this date. If these persons had been 
dra11·ing the pensions before this date they 
1muld ha1·e rccci,·ed tit<.! inc rease. Ho11·e,·er , 
as the pensions 11·e re in effect froz en and 11·ould 
not he paid until the officers subsequently 
reti red . the increases cou ld not lega lly app!l·. 
This 11·a" clcarlv no t the intention of the .-\ct 
and I seck the ;1ppro1·al of the House for this 
defect to be remed ied. 

This Bill is concerned 11·ith no wide s11·eeping 
cha nges but is aimed rathe r at the correct ion 
of minor anomalies. I do not conside r tl1at 
hon. :\!embers wi ll tind it contentious and 
I hope it will enjoy the unanimous support 
of this House. 

I beg to mo1·e. 

The Ministe r of Mines and Power 
(.-\lhaji the hon. Yusuff ~[aitama Sule) : I 
beg to second. 

Mr 0. C. Ememe (.-\ba South) : I h ~1·e 
one important poin t to r~ise about this Pen 
sions Bill. l t is 11·el! and good to say that those 
11·ho are old enough in the sen·ice of the 
Go1·ernment should be gi1·en pension . This 
is quite good but it appea rs to me that the 
Go1·c rn ment is neglecti ng the fact that IYith 
increased health svstem in this countrY and 
increased ability to live long as we have been 
enjoying the fruits of our good labour people 
are forced to retire earlier than they expect 
because of these regulations. i\Iany people 
who are pensioners to-day are languishing in 
their homes in order to bt: able to train their 
children who are in the colleges with the 
meagre amoun.ts earned from their pensions. 

I do not see any reason why people who are 
able to work should be forced to retire so early. 
Even though we are in a position to impro1·e 
the manpower of this country, it is deteriorating 
in the sense that we are sending very many 
people out of service because ot pension. 
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[:\IR E:>.-tEM E] 
Another point is that this pension system is 

bt: ing ust"J as a means ot victimising certain 
sec tions o( the people part icularly those whom 
we do not like politically. This point is very 
important and I ha,·e in mind some of those 
people in the Police Force and those in the 
Govern ment service who are defini tely sent 
out of service when they are due for promotions 
or when they are due to occupy very impo rtant 
positions in the count rv. 

This is very awful and I think the Govern
ment and those in power know very well that 
they ha,·e been misusing this pension system. 
I have in mind again certain people who are in 
the Police Force who happened to come from 
some tribes have been fo rced out of the ir 
positions and they have been replaced by other 
people. 

The Minister of Establishments : The 
:\!ember for Aba South (.vir Ememe) is mis
leadi ng the House. i\ Iv Bill is non-conten
tious and it is understood. All I intend to do 
is j ust to ask the House to approve that I gi,·e 
some rise to those. who deserve it. -

M~ Ememe : I have made my point that 
pens10ns should not be used as a way ot 
victimising a certain group of people. It has 
been used and many people ha,·e been com
plaining ,·ery bitterly about this pension. 

Another point is that certain departments 
have ~een completely neglected as far as 
promottons are concerned. \ \<hen certai n men 
are really due for these promotions thev are 
fo rced to go on pension. I have in mind ·thost: 
who are serving in the Inland Waterways. 
There has been no promotion for the past 
th_ree years. Very soon many ot these people 
wtll _be sent ~ut of service with practically 
nothmg m thetr hands to feed their children. 
This is not in the best interests of those people 
who have served the country for many years. 

I am calling on the Minister ot Transport 
to see to it that this anomaly is taken care of. 
Those who are d•1e for promotion should bt: 
promoted before they go on pension. It 
they are not promoted from their meagre 
salaries they cannot train their children. 

It is high time that the Government evolved 
a system whereby pensioners should be aided 
in a way. If a person has served for about 
10 years, 15 years, or 20 years and he retires and 
he has not got sufficient money in his hands 

to train his children, I think it is wise for the 
Government to evoh·e a system whereby the 
children of such a person may be assisted. 

If a person ha5 sen·ed the government 
for so long a time and reti res with such a 
small amount of money as pension, the govern
ment should at least gi,·e his children special 
scholarships. The go,·ernment knows very 
well that it is not in a position to give all the 
children in this coun try free education and as 
such should give loans to pensioners, so that 
they could improve their standard of living. 
This is very important and I think the govern
ment should consider it. 

I beg to support. 

Mr S. D. Lar (Lowland East) : This Bill 
is progressive and non-controversial and I 
think we should not dwell at length on it. I 
would like to d isagree with the hon . Member 
who said that this Bill is aimed at victi mising 
a special section of the community. 

Mr C. 0. D. Eneh (.-\baja and l'<gwo): On 
a point of order, I think that the hon. Members 
who have spoken on this Bill do not seem to 
ha,·e read it. The Bill makes provision for 
giving pension to. those people who are trans
ferred to the Federal Public Service or the 
Regional Public Service or the Corporations 
which services are known as "Approved 
Service. " Members merely left this poin t 
at issue to debate on what is not in the Bill. 

Mr Lar : As I was saying, this Bi ll is a very 
progressive and non-controversial one and l 
do not in tend to dwell at length on it. I 
think, at this moment, I will not be irrelevant 
or out of order to say that for purpose- of this 
Bill , we should not only restrict it to the civil 
servants alone, but should consider some of 
our hon. Members who have been serving this 
country for a long time. In this connection, 
I have in mind people like Sarkin-Dawaki 
Maituta. He must be given pension. Some 
of our M inisters who have been serving this 
country for a long time should be pensioned, 
because it would be unfair if they are left out. 
Similarly some of our hon. Members who have 
been in this House for a long time should not 
be forgotten. 

The other point is that many pensioners 
have been complaining bitterly· about delays 
in paying them their pension. They have 
been unnecessarily delayed and the M inister 
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should look into this matter. know so me The next point I am making is about the 
people whn ha ,·e been delayed for about t\\·o \!organ Commission of Inquiry. The :\!organ 
weeks or more before the,· could obtain pa,· - Commission has be~n ~skeJ . to loQk if) to the 
1 n ~ nt of their pension. ·(he \ [inist.:r sho uld salaries and wages structu re of workers in this 
particularly do something ahout this, after all count ry, and I would likt: to know when a 
these people had sen·cd us " ·ell and it is because statement will be made jiir to whether pensioners 
of the ir good se rv ices that they are pensioned. were included in the terms of reference of this 
\\' e should not forget the ir gond scn·ices to Commission. This is because pensioners as 
th;s co untry in the past yea rs. well as workers go to the same marke ts. 

Pensioners arc old and canno t move about to 
look for mone1·- The\· have no other means 
of get ting mone~· wi th 'which to live wel l. 

l am of the opinion that " ·c should not 
gi,·e pens ion to the people of this country, if 
[ am allowed to say, at an early age. I would 
therefore suggest that no person should be 
entitled to pension un less that person atta ins 
the age of 65-70. \ \' hat we are doing now is 
to p; nsion people when they are +5 or 50 
,·cars . .-\ t th is age they still feel very strong 
and what the go,·ernmt: nt pays them does not 
satis f,· them. They are always not contented 
" ·ith what the go,·ernment pays them and as 
such they go about looking for jobs. This 
is why I am ask ing the go,·ernment to increase 
the pensionable age from 65 to 70 ,·ears. 

I beg to support . 

i'vlr L. 0 . Tobun (Epe) : \luch as I support 
this Bill , I " ·ould like to ask the :\l inister of 
Establishments to realise that I ha,·e been 

. elec ted into this Parl iament before him and 
since then other :\!embers and m\·self ha,·e 
been championing the cause of pt:~s io ne rs . 

The :\ l inister of Establishments ha; said 
that this l3 ill is specific and th:H we should 
support it , and an hon. \[ember " ·ith a \ [aste r 
of .-\ rts' Degree supported him. But the 
\-l inister of Establishments should realise 
that we arc just going th ro ugh the Second 
Reading of the Bill and as such, we must say 
our minds. This is the time we have the 
opportunity to express our minds fully on this 
Bill. We should be given the opportunity 
to sav our minds because when it comes to 
the Committee Stage, nobody will be allowed 
to say anything much. 

What I am trying to say however, is that 
whe ther a man is pensioned at the age of 10 
years or 100 years does no t matter because the 
government has a principle regu lating pensions 
award. If a man has served fo r fifty years 
and is sick, will he not go home and cure 
himself? Should he be allowed to die in the 
service ? 

Hon. :\[embers here can play about with 
money whereas the pensio ners cannot, and ye t 
we ex pect them to bu,· the ir food from the 
same market that wo rkers and :\l inisters 
patronise. If they are not considered for a 
salarv re,· ision, I think the tvpe of world they 
will iivc in, wi ll not be a su it~b le world fo r one 
to li,-e in . To li,·e a pensioner must go to the 
same market so as to bu v what to eat, and 
" ·ithout adequate mon t:y ·he wi ll surely die. 
If a pensioner is paid on! y £2 or £5 , how can 
he buy something in the market and live 
comfortab ly. I therefore urge the government 
to incl ude pensioners in the terms of reference 
gin!n to the \!organ Commission of Inquiry. 

Mr J. U. Ude nyi (Em·ong C\orth) : I rise to 
support this Bill and i:1 supporting it, I must 
sa,· tha t the Bill is commendable, comp rehen
si ~- e and reasonable. \ \ ' e think also that what 
one seeks for. before joini ng the Public Service 
is pension and as such I am suggesting that 
government should make n~ n s io n s much more 
~n t icing , so that when on~etires from scn·ice 
one wou ld get half of his previous salary as 
pension. This is because when one joins the 
government service, one works diligently and 
carefully in order to get pension. The com
pulsory retiring age shou ld be 45 years in order 
to allow the younger people to get employment 
because there is too much unemployment in 
the country. 

The importance of this Bill lies on the 
appointment of people in the Federation. If 
a young man joins the civil service, what is his 
aim of joining the sen-ice ? The aim is to 
make monev and what he will aim at when he 
retires is to earn a high pension so that if a bribe 
is given to him, he will not accept it, when he 
thinks of his pension. Thus, bribery and 
corruption would be checked in Government 
Departments if pensions were increased. 
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There is no department of Government 
where there is no bribery and corruption in 
th1s countn·. [t depends on the man who is 
work ing in any particular department. If he 
agrees, he " ·ill accept bribe and if he does not 
like it, he 1rill not accept it. Therefore, an v
hody who te ll s me that there is anv Government 
department where there is no- bribery and 
corruption is a blatant liar. 

!\Iy own co m·iction is that th ·~ rc is no depart 
ment where there is no bribery and corruption. 
There is tem ptation for br ibery in any depart
:nent. 

[ think th is Bill is non-con troversial and so 
full y support it. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Bill read a S econd time and immediately 
considered in Cn mmil!ee. 

PE:>S\0:>5 BILL : CO:>S !DERED IN COMMITTEE 

Clause l-ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

C/au.<e 2-(hCRL\SE OF PENSIONS B.\SED ON 

SL' PERSEDED SCALES OF E~>o!OLUMENTS). 

Mr C. A. Emenogha (Onitsha North) : On 
this Clause, I would like to say something about 
" ·hat others have not touched upon. I am 
saying that in this Clause there should not now 
be any cause for rhe Go,·ernment to speak about 
subscquc-:~r ~::lp~uy:ncnr . .:3ub>cquen t employ
ment sho"·s that the pcr:oon retiring is still fit 
and agile and able to work and it is ridiculous 
that a man shnuld be retir ing when he is sti ll 
full of energ1·. To retire at the age of 55 years 
is alright. 

I understand it is only here in Nigeria that 
people are asked to retire at the age of 55 years . 
But it is at this age that a man is at the pr ime of 
his life and is faced with great financial 
problems. Some of his children may be in the 
universities, and others in the secondary 
schools and if at that time he is made to retire, 
he has to find it very difficult to live on the 
lower income. 

Again, it may not occur to the Government 
that this early retirement of civil servants 
breeds corruption, because if a man knows that 
he is retir ing at a time when he is faced with 
financial problems, he will do all he can do to 
accumulate as much money as possible in order 
that he can manage hi~ own affairs when he has 

retired. I am, therefore, suggest ing that the 
retmng age should be increased, as in other 
countries, to at least 65 years. -

One he n. :\Iember has said that a worker 
should retire at the uge of 45 years. I am 
sorry to say~hat this is most nonsensical 
because at that age it may be that he is just 
beginning to ga ther experience and I must add 
that it is not by kicking people out of business 
that opportunities can be created for the 
younger generation. It is our responsibility 
to create more industries , increase our trade, 
expand our market and train the young people 
to be will ing to use their hands to do any kind 
of work. I think if we do this, there will be 
enough work fo r everybody in the country. 
I am saying that the Government should oke 
note of this and fix the retiring age thrcughout 
the Fedetation at 65 years . 

Clause 2-( I :-iCREASE OF PENS IO;-;s BASED 0:> 
SUPERSEDED SC.\ LES Of E~!OL U:\>IE:-ITS)-order•d 
to stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 3-ordtred to staud part of the Bill. 
Bill reported, 1vitlwut Amendment. 

Illation made and Question proposed, That 
the Bill be now read the Third time-(THE 
!\[!:-liSTER OF ESTABLISH~!E:>TS) . 

Mr N. D. Ukah (Owerri ).;orth East} : This" 
Bill has been acclaimed as a progressi1·e and 
non-co ntentious one. I ha,·e to sav that it is 
so and to add that the extensions. which arc 
sought here should be made to cover all 
grades of workers ~luding teachers. 

One other point is that the scales on which 
these pensions are based are superseded scales ; 
those scales were very low ; the calculations 
should therefore be increased to make it 
comfortable for the old men who draw the 
pensions. Also, the Minister should see to it 
that payments of these pensions are made very 
easy because it is very painful to see old men 
lining up for days after days, and weeks after 
weeks in order to get their pensions. That is 
the time when we should do all we can to help 
make things easy for them. 

The final point I wish to make on pensions 
is this that our efforts should be to make 
salaries really living-wages. People do not 
enjoy life when they have the facilities to do so. 
It is essential that when they grow old, they 
are put on the so-called senior service scales 
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and in a ve ry short time they are given pensions . 
The economic svstcm of this countrv should 
be well-orde red that people should en}oy good 
salaries for giv ing their maximum output of 
work. 

I am appealling to the :\Iinister in particular 
and the Go,·ernment in general tc look carefu!ly 
into these conditions and impru1·e the overall 
conditions of service including pensions. 

I beg to support. 

Mr E. A. Mardi (.-\saba East): l just want 
to a:sociate mvself with what the :\[ember fo r 
011·erri ).;orth East (Jlr L"kah} has said in 
co nnection with teachers. I agree that th~ 
svstem 11·herebv a different constant is used 
i~ calculating "the pensions of teachers is most 
discriminatory. T eachers ought to be regarded 
as a class of people who are working not only 
for the ,·oluntary agencies who ha,·e employed 
them, but also indirectly for the Go,·ern mcnt 
of this country. That is my view. 

An han. Member : T he :\ [ini:;ter said that 
the re,~·ard of teachers is in Hecwen . 

Mr Mardi : Yes, I agree that the rew1rd of 
teachers is in Heaven, but they are not living in 
Hea1·en. 

[ think that ,·cry serious consideration ought 
to be gi1·en to the teachers in this respect. If 
I ma1· add a few words to th is, people have said 
that it is necessary for people who are in the 
service to reti re at the age of 65 yea rs. I 
wonder if the same thing cou ld not be extended 
to the :\ Ie~bcrs of this House so that people 
who re<lch the age of 65 should cease to sit as 
:\'[embers of Parliament. 

I beg to support. 

1\-lr J. D. Odebunmi (Egba ~orth) : I 
would like to speak briefly on the right of an 
individual who has worked faithfully for the 
Go,-ernment to be granted his due g~atuity or 
pension. I think on the ground of ill-health 
there is no question as to the right of an 
individual to get his gratuity or pension , 
whichever he is due for . 

With ,·ou r permission. Sir, there is a com
plaint which I would like to refer to and that is 
the case of one Mr K. Akinola who was a 
Porter at the Senior Station !'.[aster's office, 
Ebute :\!etta J unction. I would like to give a 
brief biographical sketch of this man as regards 
his association with the R<l ilway Corporation. 

The Minister of Finance : On a point of 
order, here again , I would like to draw the 
attention of the House and that of the ;\!ember 
for Egba ).;orth (;vir Odebunmi) in particular 
to the fact that he had ample opportunity of 
ra.ising this matter during ei ther the Second 
Reading or at the Committee Stage. But. to 
ath·ocate for a single indi,·idua l during the 
Third Reading, I mu~t say with respect , is ou t 
of order. 

Mr Speaker : I think this matter is a detail 
that should have been discussed in Committee. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read the third time and passed. 

~ECO:-iD SL:PPLD!E);HRY A PPROPRIAT!O:> 

(1 963-6+) BILL 

_-\ DjOU R:-i~ ! E:>T DEBATE 0:-1 SECO:>D READ!:>G 

(9TH J .\..WARY) 

Mr M. C. K. Obi (.-\fenmai East}: I r:se to 
support the Second Reading of the Supple
mentary Appropriation Bill and I have a few 
comments to make. There is provision here 
for the Electoral Commission. I would like 
it to be placed on record that we congratulate 
the Federal Electoral Commission for the 
exce! lent \\·ark it has done in the dilimir~ti on 
of constituencies in the :VIid-Wes t. This 
Commission was very ,·e ry impartial in its 
wo rk. 

If people who are opposed to my views have 
gone through the report of the Commission 
they will see that ,·arious po!itical parties 
submitted memoranda for~~he consideration of 
the Commission and in a majority of cases, no 
party was sided. The Commission took an 
independent decision and in cases where it 
supported the views of a political party, it was 
inevitable and other parties had to be com
pensated one way or the other. 

I see no reason why people should cry at the 
top of their voices that the Commission did 
not do well. I think it is those who wanted to 
manipulate the constituencies who shout at the 
top of their voices. So, I say that the Com
miss ion should be congratulated for its work. 

With reference to the pending elections in the 
Mid-West, I would like to appeal to the Prime 
M inister and the Federal Government to 
ensure that the elections are free and fair . 
.-\lreadv there is an established fact that certain 
politic~! parties have concluded arrangements 
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to import from across the ri,·cr. I would like 
to assure them that we are no cow~rJs. \Ve are 
prepared to meet them on their grounds but if 
\\·e want peace we must be prepared for peace 
and if we want war we must be prepared for 
war. (Interruption). 

Mr Speaker :Order, order ! 

Mr Obi : The point I am making is that 
there are peop le with guilty conscience who 
wol!Id not want me to talk. Certain political 
parnes have concluded arrangements to import 
thugs from ac ross the ri ver. 

An hon. M e mber : Who arc they ? 
l\llr Obi : You want me to mention them, 

they are members of your party and that party is 
gotng to be defeated by the :\l id- \\"est De
mocratic Front at the nr:xt elect ions. 

I am therefore appealing to the Prime 
:'IIinister to ensure that the elections are free 
and fair and that the Police should be instructed 
to be impartial in the discharge of their duties 
because there are certain people who fed that 
they are relations of the policemen .tnJ " ·ould 
like to inAuence them to bendit themseh·cs. 
(Interruptions). 

1\llr Speaker: \\'ill hon. :\!embers please 
refrain from interruptions. 

Mr Obi : There is a pro,·ision tor :'1 kmbcrs' 
tra\·elling allowances and a prO\·ision also for 
Parliament. \\'e are not told ho\\· manv rimes 
Parliament will meet between now a~d the 
Budget Session in order to m<Jke allowance 
for those who ·will come. So [ hope that 
whatever is left out of that pro,·ision will be 
well used for other things. There is no hope 
of Parliament meeting before Budget Ses;ion. 
That is just the point and I would like to sa\· 
that it is unfair to Members of this House to 
be asked to pay telephone charges when rbe·c 
are here. :\Iinisters and other people do not 
pay and we would like this to be rcmo,·ecl. 
I would like whoever is in charge to see that 
Members no longer pay for the use of tele
phone calls when they are here. 

I beg to support. 

Dr P. U. Okeke (Onitsha ~orth Central): 
F.! Pfo re I make my point I would like to remind 
the Member for :\renmai East (l't~lr :lf. C. K. 
Obi-·( Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker : I have got a message from the 
Reporters that hon . :\!embers are drowning 

the speeches of speakers and that the Reporters 
cannot hear. \\ 'ill hon. :vlembas please 
confer only, if they ha\·c to, in undertones ! 

Dr Okeke : Thank you verr much :'llr 
Speaker. l hope the :\!ember for :\ fcnmai 
East (J/r Obi ) will listen to mv rem:.trk because 
he made the point. He should listen. There 
is a warning [ wouiJ like to ddin:r to the 
:\.P.C., our :.tllies here and that warnin~ is 
about the people who are talking abour thut:s. 
T huggen· is foreign to the :\.!'.C. anJ no\\· that 
our friends from the C.P.P. have come in to 
join the ~.P. C. there must be a "·arnino that 
this thu .~gen• is not sold to the :\.P.C. ~ 

Chief 0. B. Akin-Oiugbade (Egha South}: 
Central (Dr Okeke) " ·as referring to the speech 
made bv the :\!ember for Afenmai East 
(_1/,- 01>/) . :\lr Ob i enjoyed the abundance 
of the:: .-\ction Group. He crossed o\·er to the 
purgatory of the U.P.P. and now he is in the 
paradise of the :\.P.C. 

Ylr Speaker : Order, order ! That is not a 
poin t ot order. 

:\Ir :VI. C. K. Obi (..\.fenmai East) : On a 
pnint of order, the :\!ember for Euha :;outh 
\ Clzt4 . · / ,~in-0/ugbaJe) kno\\·s that" :1s far :1s 
I ~m co ncerned, money is no considera tion. 

Mr Speaker : Order. Hon. :\!embers 
sl:t>ul d ple:1se refrain from mak ing pro,·ocati,·e 
speeches. 

Dr P. U. (;)(eke (Onitsha :\orth Central): 
[ ha,·e seen that a sum of £5i,OOO has been 
,·o tcd fo r the Parliament and we have been 
called upon to approve this amount. \\ 'hile 
[ am not disputing the figure , [ want to make 
a few observations on the conditions of living 
in the Parliament buildings at Victoria Island. 
Certain things must be said. \Ve are supposed 
to be the leaders of the nation and we are 
not only going to lead in politics, but we are 
also going to lead in standard of living, in 
good healthy living in order to show examples 
to the world and to our people here in this 
country. 

Foreigners use the facilities which we have 
in the Victoria Island Flats once in a while and 
any American or British or Russian citizen 
who comes here would like to visit the buildings 
where Parliamentarians live. That very word, 
" Parliamentarian" rings a bell. Now when 
he goes in there, what does he see! Imme
diate ly he walks in there, he surveys the 
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surrounding and sees tin cans, garbage here 
and there, smell ing gutters, unkept lawn, 
refuse burnt here and there on the lawn and 
the grasses growing on the lawn which are 
su pposed to look good. T hat is his first 
impression. 

It he goes again to the Boys' Quarters 
where our dri~·e rs and cooks are supposed to 
li ve and sleep and take their birth, he sees 
nothing but stench and odour. Hardly can 
anyone put his foot in any part of the Boys ' 
Quarters in that Victoria Island Flats. 

Sometime ago a sum of £15,000 was voted 
to change the texture of the Aoor of these 
Aats . ::\othing has been done and we have 
been told that soon, it will be done. I do not 
know where the money is and I do not know 
what is happening with the Public Works 
Department. 

I \\·ant to make a few more observations about 
our flats. When a Member breaks a tumbler 
or a cup, he is asked to pay for what he has 
broken. But replacement of what has been 
broken takes about six months and when the 
:\!ember comes back after he has paid for 
\\·hat he has broken, he is forced to Jrink 
without a cup or a tumbler or ea t without a 
pla te ! 

Mr Speaker : This is a very small detail 
"-hich should only be discussed if at all, at 
Committee Stage. I do not think this should 
be allowed in the Second Reading of the Bill. 

The Minister of Finance (Chief the hon. 
F. S. Okotie-Eboh): If the :\!ember for 
Onitsha North Central (Dr Okeke) has nothing 
to say on this Bill, he should save us some 
headache and let us make progress instead of 
discussing broken plates or broken glasses. 

Dr Okeke : I think that the class distinction 
which we are having in this country is an irony 
of fate because here we are Floor Members 
JnJ there here are the Ministers. Anyone who 
compares the homes of these .Ministers with 
the flats in wh ich we live, will understand 
what I am saying. In fact, there is a dichotomy 
between the standard maintained by the 
:\Iinisters and the standard maintained in the 
paltry two-room flat which we are given. 
When we come here to complain, we are told 
that we are talking nonsense. \Vhen you have 
touched a man's stomach and his health, you 
have touched him in a very, very sore spot. 

The sum of £80,000 has been earmarkc:d as 
a supplement to the expenditure incurred 
du ... g the last Census. If we are going to 
use this census for the next election, I am 
pleading with the Go,·ernment to see that 
e\·erything possible is done to codify all the 
figures and release the figures in time so that 
if there is going to be any squabble or any 
discussion or any amendment to the figures we 
have ample time to do those things between 
now and August when the next election 
comes. If we are-

An hon. Member : .\re you the Prime 
:'llinister? 

Mr D. N. Oronsaye (Benin East) : On a 
point of order, the Member for Onitsha North 
Central (Dr P. U . Okeke) stated that next 
election is in August. If we follow the 
Const itution, the Constitution says five years 
after the first meeting, the first meeting was in 
January, 1960. 

Prof. Kalu Ezera (Bende East) : I would ~ 
like to touch only on two very important points 
-and very sensible ones. This concerns the 
expenditure on Lagos University Teaching 
Hospital, subvention. I want to inform 
:\•!embers of this H ouse that the Lagos Univer
sity Teaching Hospital which, to all intents 
and purposes, can be characterised as a multi
million pounds whi te elephant is in many 
resJ~~~~Cts in trouble. 

Now, Members are aware of the various 
complaints of nepotism, extravagance, squanda
mania, which arise in the Hospital and we are 
concerned in this House because we vote for 
it. I am therefore appealing very seriously
this is very serio•1s-to the able Minister of 
Finance because I know he is very very meti
culous about the way Federal funds are spent, 
and Federal funds being spent in the Lagos 
University Teaching Hospital, in fact, are not 
well spent. They are being squandered. 
Therefore, there is need for a probe into the 
finances of the Lagos University Teaching 
HospitaL 

Now, there is another point in connection 
with the Lagos Teaching Hospital. I owe no 
grudge; I make this request very sincerely. 
The size of this country is 373,000 square 
miles and we have two Teaching Hospitals 
with in a radius of 90 miles that is to say 
between Lagos and Ibadan. This is grossly 
unfair. The whole vast Xorth is empty ; 
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[PROFESSO R EzER.\) to make this charge. 13ut I fee(sure, from 
since ,·e moti,·e, that I want the rest of the 
country to he served with similar institutions 
hut if ,·ou c:u1 do so on clinical lcYel then that 
"·o tdL! sa,·e a lot of money. 

the whole vast East is empty. I am therd'orc 
s u~gesting to the federal Go1·ernmcnt 1c1~ 
senously that in order to minimise wastaae ;1 
Federal Inst ttute like Ibadan should"' be 
accepted as pre-clinica l (those who arc docto rs 
of medicine here will u nde rstand "·hat 1 t:lcan). The Fcdercd institu t ion at Ibadan will serve 
~hen we build a clinical teaching hospital at as a pre-clinical inst itution and then the others 
Kaduna ,_ we bu~ld another one at Enugu. C•Ln scn·c as cl inical teaching hospitals. In 
Then thts would mtcrsperse the countrY better that rcspc•;t, " ·c sh,tll h,l,·e saved a lot of monev 
than to locate one at Ibadan and one a·t Lagn,; in this coun trv and all parts will then be served 
and yet the one at Lagos is not \\'Cll ru n. proper!:: . 

Mr A. F. Odulana ( ljebu South) : On a \\'ith'l'lt takiag thi s pllin t beyond necessary 
potnt of order, my point of order is :\o. 26 bou:~dar!cs [ th ink there is need to emphasise 
that is "debate in Parliament". T his Professor that " ·e can sr rongly build the unity of this 
a i\lember of th is House, is br ingi ng pct iness countrY hv taking into accoun t the various 
ulto tht s House knowing that he is a Prof~ssor needs and aspirations of all parts , wirhout 
tn a C nivers ity . He is not criticisin" his prejudice to our fri end the ::VI ember for Lagos 
U niversity, he is criticisi ng Lagos l' ni,·~ rsitv Central (.\lr Drmunnu) and without prejudice to 
that the subvention given to th•lt U ni ,·crsitv i~ others. I think in f:tirness these amenities 
not well spen t. · :;huuld be bir!y di,·idecl. .-\nd th•tt is the only 

P~of. Ezera : The point is clear that 1 am wa,·. 
makmg . . As a matter of fact, the second point .-\ m•tn in Calabar, the man in Lokoja,~the 
I would hke to make here is that the au tonont\' man in '. iaiduguri will look up to Lagos as a 
allowed the Lagos T eaching Hospital b1· thi's source of insp iration. \ \'hen he knows that all 
House, I think , was an error. T he Luws these "!ncnities come from Lagos, it tightens the 
T eaching H ospi ta l shou !d he: :1 n oif- > !Jo•>t~ of unitY nf this countrv, but if the federal 
the C ni ,·e rsity of Lagos. .·\ t the r~vHnenr . Co,:em:'1cnr " ·ashes (ts hands-oh ! it is a 
thts opcrarcs ~1:,; <lil autoJ~ onlnt:_..:; !H..h.h· co: .. :"<-::;_·1

,. :·c :;:n ;~:~: ,,_ ~·:·. :r. y0 ,_ ~ dnn 't n1ind- then the 
di,·orced from the Cn i,·ersity it is - supr•;,:~d to Fedcr:d Cm·crn me:lt wi ll continue to be a 
~e r:"e. _ I th1nk. that tt _needs looking into. stra·;g·"r-a stranger, I repeat in the rural areas. 

kno"_ the '.l tlll>ter o t Frnance knmYs ll'hat I• .-\ nd the n the uni tv of this country will not 
am talktng about. b 1· iO ,-. • · --ccon~c ;l rca tty. ..Jo ,,·e want one :.'tgena tn 

The point, howe,·e r, is that I \\'<'. llt to emoh:l 
size that there ;s need fo r a probe in :o· the 
Lagos Teaching Hospital expenses. I t is fu ll 
of squandermania and then there shou ld 
also be clin ical T eaching Hospital at Federal 
expense at Kaduna, at Enugu and at Benin to 
~erve the _new i\Iid-\Vest Region. This is 
tmportant tf " ·e must attune nurseh·es to one 
Kigeria. One l\igcria does not mean l)t) miles 
radius two Teaching Hospital located and 
3~6,000 square miles radius, nothing. Is tltis 
fatr 1 If the Government can take this into 
account, I think the money spent on this 
white elephant wi[[ no longer be badly spent. 

At the moment it does seem that there are 
se rious complain ts-verv verv serious com
plaints-not only of squandermania bu t of 
ne~otis~ and co rruption and what ha,·e you. 
This thmg should not exist in an insti tution of 
higher learning and I lind it mvself ,!itlicu! t, 
coming from an institution of higlter lc.:r:tin>l' . 

realin·, in theory, and in practice. One way to 
cmph,!s ize this u nity is by building these 
,. :lrious Federal institutions in all parts of the 
countrY. 

I beg to support. 

Alhaji Mohammed Muhtari Sarkin Bai 
(D :unb:nu) : In ri sing to support the Second 
Re:!di"~ of the Supt,lcmentary Appropriation 
Bill, I should like, in the first place, to con
gratulate the Federal Government for its 
generous contribu tions to the new Mid-West 
Region both in cash and in kind. This is a clear 
indica tion that the Federal Government is 
determined to help any Region for the interest 
of our unity. 

I would li ke to comment on the N.C.N.C.'s 
claim tbt it spear-headed the struggle for the 
creation of the '.lid- West Region. That is a 
f;tct granted . B11t it is the N.P.C. which stood 
f.rm .u:d resn lure while the :\.C.N.C. later 
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developed cold feet on this matter. :\obody ·.-\lhaji Sarkin Bai : .-\11 those people in the 
can dispute this. Therefore, the 1\.C.:\.C. :\. C.:\. C. now " ·ho come frnm the '.li,l-\\'est , 
should no longer go to the Mid-\\'est and mis- if they want to be re-elected in the next fctkral 
lead the people there. elections, should cross m·c r no'"-

Another point is this. I appeal to the Several hon. !\{embers : T o " here ?-To 
Federal Government to see that the elections that S ide ? 
to the i\-lid-West House of Assembly " ·ill be Mr A. Akomol2 fe (Ekiri :\orth East) 
held in a free and fair atmosphere. _.\[[ \ \. [ . hi e discussin:; these Su pple mentary Est i-
pohtica[ parties should be given full chance to mate, , I just " ·ant to br ing to the nNice of this 
campaign freel y, without anv fear of vict imisa- h tion. ' onourable House one or t\\'O points "·hich \\'C 

And I am appealing to the l\ige rian press 
and radio too . I understand that there is a 
tendency on the part of the press and radio to 
surpress the activities of the M.D.F. in the 
Mid-West. I respect the Nigerian press and I 
believe that our press is free and independent. 
13ut I appeal to the press to give the '.LD.F. 
fair and full publicity. 

I am humbly suggesting that it will be wrong 
very lrrong, for the Federal Government to 
allow the interim Administration to continue 
in office up to the time of the elections. It is 
my candid opinion that the present Administra
tion- the Administrator and his Commissioners 
-should be suspended at least seYen daYs 
before the elections. -

Professor Kalu Ezera : On a point of order, 
my hon. fri~ nd. the :\[ember fo r D1mhatta 
(Aihaji Sarkin Bai) is noted for his scandals . 
I want to challenge him that the 1\'.P.C. should 
change its name from the Northern People's 
Congress to the Nigerian People 's Congress 
so as to merit a place in the Mid-West. 

Alhaji Sarkin Bai : The point raised by the 
Member for Bende East (Professor Kalu E:::era) 
is quite irrelevant. But it is not for me to 
answer him now ; I shall answer him later. 

Unless the Federal Government suspends 
this interim Administration the people in the 
~lid-West will feel that the N.C. N.C. is already 
m power so that they will be automatica[[v 
voted for . Take away the out-riders fro~ 
Chief Osadebay and the people will know that 
the Region belongs to all parties. I am 
speaking very seriously and the Minister of 
Finance (Chief Okotie-Eboh) who comes from 
Warri himself can see to my point if he is 
sincere in his deliberations. 

The Minister of Finance : And if mv hon. 
Friend will agree, I suppose that he ls not 
ad\'Ocating that the Prime ::\Iinister should 
sack me before I go and campaign. 

ha,·e mentioned in this House times without 
number, and "·h ich m.tttcr ,·en much towards 
the name of thi s ou r countn·. · One of them is 
th~ cxpcri~nces of m~lny of -~~ s at our immigr;J.
ti nn oftit:es. p:rnicularly :tt the [!,eja .-\irport. 

The latest of these experi ences came not 
qllite a month a~o . [ do not Yerv much mind 
" ·hat hap pens to. me persona lly. · But I " ·as in 
the company of a numbe r of non-:\igerians. 
fo rcig r~e rs , :1nd the experience those fore igners 
lud in the hand.; of ;ncxpcrienced young clerks 
who were pu t ;It th~ irn rni ~ ration counter W <lS 

,·en· a\\·fu l. I t "·as d!sgracer'u l and distasteful 
an,i it rea lly does much to harm the prestige of 
th i,: count ry in the outside "·oriLI. 

T"·o of these foreigners h•1d to sa ,· to me 
tha t thev had been in ,{!most all countri~s of the 
world but thcv lud ne,·cr had any experience 
"" ~> i tccr and ::; d isgraceful as thev had here . 
H•Jtl . \lern b~..·· ·~ rnay not \'::1nt m.c to g i\·e the 
details of "·hat [ ;:nl' bu t l th ink it is ,-en· di;-
~racefu l and l \\'ant to appea l- · 

The Minister of Fina n ce : It is a lie ; [ 
" ·as ther::, 

Mr Akomolafe : This is not a lie and the 
:\Iinister was not the re . 

The Minister of Finance : I was there 
on one occasion with the hon. Gentleman. 

l\llr Akomolafe : He was not there. And 
I am speaking qu ite soberly. I do not want to 
be interrupted. T his i,: ·;cry serious. I am 
sorry, }[r Speaker, but I was badly interrupted. 

I want the \, linister of Internal Affairs to 
look into this. People who will be put at our 
ports, either at [kcja airport or at Apapa sea
port, should be experienced gentlemen. You 
want to be to the immigratio n offices of other 
countries of the "·orld and see the kind of 
courtesy, the experience which you meet. l t 
is '' great ..:otltra:;t to ,,·hat one fi nds at Ikeia 
or at .-\ papa . It ca tainly docs not give credit 
to this coun t:T . \\ -~a rc really losing face by it. 
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\\'e should not mince these matters. If anv 
\ Iin ister or the Leade r of the House, or any~ 
body else 1s personally interested in this he 
should declare his interest in some other way. 
But I think that this reallv affects the name 
and the g lory of this countrv and should not 
be taken lightly. · 

\Iy second poin t is this. I do not know who 
is concerned, but I wou ld wish to say that 
e1ther the \Iinister of External Affa irs, or the 
Leader of the House, or anybody el;;e, or the 
Prime \linister himself definitelv needs to 
look into our emba~>ies abroad. -I have seen 
myself one or two of these embassies where 
there are insuffi ciency and inadequacy of 
personnel. I have met one or two .\ mba>sadors 
myself who ha1·e complained that se,·eral time~ 
they would write letters to this country and 
for three or four months there would be no 
reply. And then it comes to the point that in 
the (jnitcd ~ations or the World Health 
C'-rganisation, or anv of these international 
organisations where 'we also have our own 
share of the mone1·, and we have our own 
representatives, this money is shared off and 
we c;:annot get our share. We are losing badly. 
I th111k we ought to look into it. 

I want to appeal to either the Prime 'dinister 
or whoe,·er is in authority to kindly supplement 
the staff of our embassies abroad , especially 
those 111 key places like :\ew York and other 
places, and make sure that 11·hen it comes w 
organisation or arrangements about inter
national affairs we are surelv not losing th e 
place we ought to hold. · 

.\tiy third point is the one which I am sure 
some hon. Member> are looking into and this 
is about the traffic in Lagos. As long as we 
continue to talk piece-meal about the problem 
of traffic in Lagos we are just postponing the 
evil day. There is scarcely any hour of the 
day when one travds in Lagos now that one 
does not waste hours. If th is country is 
becoming an important one, and businessmen 
and industrialists are coming to this country, 
every minute matters. If a man has an urgent 
business to do in any country and \\~thin two 
hours he cannot get to his destination he can 
lose thousands of pounds by the delay. 

This means that the Six-Year Development 
Plan we have for: Lagos roads will ha1·e to be 
reorganised . I( we have to build o1·crhc:td 
bridges and roads, by all means let us Jo so . At 

present, the roads are few and . .narrow .and a 
good number of them are absolutely impassable. 
I thmk, therefore, that whatever arrangement 
is being made for traffic in I .agos needs some 
amount of re-organisation. 

Chief D. N. Abii (011wri East) : I rise to 
support the Bill now being put bc:fore the 
House. In doing so, I wish humbly to suppo rt 
the statement already made by one hon. 
\!ember in this House by ask ing the Govern
~~ent to inst it~te an enquiry into the Lagos 
l each 1ng HospitaL I am supporting it because 

tl1e rumours ha\·e now gained grounds. If 
there. is any inst itu tion in this count ry where 
tnhalism has been made to be the weapon of 
even ·body, it is in that T eaching Hosp ital. 

Can the Speaker imagine that throughout the 
":ho le departments of that hospital not one 
:\ortherner 1s be ing employed 1 Everybody 
who IS 1mrking there belongs to one special 
tribe. Si r, I am not a man who will say some
thmg that has no sense in it. When the 
Go1·ernment institutes an enquiry, it will be 
not1ced from the resu lt that what I am saying 
IS absolutdy true. I do not want to dwell ve rv 
long on this, but I would suggest that the 
Go,·ernmen t set up an enquirv into the 
administration of the Lagos Teachi~g Hospi taL 

Second~>', I want to thank the Governmen t 
rc.p rdi!'g the arrangements being made in the 
\!1d-\Vest. The elections 11·i ll soon come, we 
wdcome it ; and I want to se ize this opportunity 
to thank the Leader of the N.P.C. and the other 
\!embers of the ::-.i.P.C. for their new attitude 
in 1 96~. The Leader has expressed a wish 
that all 111 th1s country should accept themselves 
as brothers and sisters ; he made this statement 
in the course of the speech he made last night 
at lbadan. This means that during elections 
people wi ll be free to move about to wherever 
they like, talk to their brothers and sisters in the 
form of a campaign and wait patiently for the 
results. Threats should not be 'used in 
campaigns . 

This year has started with a blessing. Mav I 
tell my colleague the Chief Whip of the N.P:c. 
that he should be prepared to take the results 
? f the \lid-\Vest elections in good faith . There 
IS no need boasting about it. The Mid-West 
elections should certainly be accepted now 
before we go into it unless the Mid-Westerners 
are noth ing but fools. If the1• are and I know 
they are not. · 
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Mr M. C. K. Qbi _(;\ [enm.ai Eas~)_:_ .Og_ a 
point of order, the elec tion in the i\Iid-West is 
for the i.\IiJ-\Yesterners and I must say that the 
Ibos should not be foolish iif9ugh to come and 
campaign there. 

Mr Speaker : Th;~t is not a point of order. 

Chief Abii : Thank you , \[r Speaker, for 
sa,·ing me from the hon . Gentleman opposite. 
However, I repeat that the Mid- \\"est election 
results should be taken just as they come. 

This country will certainly attain unity if all 
the parties , the N.C. ~.C., the A. G., the ::-.i.P.C. , 
the U.P.P. and whatever party they may be 
could accept the people of th is country as 
brothers and siste rs. \\'e shall then move 
aloncr to other parts of the world as a united 
:\ig;ria. I am emphasising this so that it will 
reach our leader in the :\orth, our respectable 
Sardauna of Sokoto, that this issue discussed 
here should be accepted by e1·erybody. 

Let all the leaders of this country accept it 
and let there be no law forbidding people from 
the South or the 1'\orth from campaigning 
wherever they want to . In future, we shall show 
ourselves as God-fearing men and our elections 
shall be free and fair. 

I beg to support the BilL 

Alhaji Muhammadu Gauyarma (Hadejia 
::-.iorth): I wish to speak 011tt this Bill-the 
Supplementary Appropriation Bill, 196+. 

I wish to do so, in order to give my support, 
being fully aware that no amount of money is 
too much expended as far as it is for the 
promotion and development of our Federal 
Republic. In the explanatory memorandum, 
this Bill makes supplementary provision for 
the service of the Federation for the years 
1963-64 and provides for the repayment of 
advances made from the Contigencies Fund. 

While my purpose is to support this Supple
mentary Expenditure, I feel it sound and 
appropriate to honour through my comments 
in this honourable House, the appointment of 
our respected Prime Minister, the Rt. hon. 
Sir Abubakar, as the first Chancellor of the 
University of Ibadan. I congratulate him, 
his colleagues, his Government and the people 
of Nigeria as a whole, for the attainment of 
such dignity. 

Seco ndly, I ~ish to voice out here in this 
very important J1'arliamc:nt, that as representa
tives of our people in democratic Federal 
Republic of Nigeria, we hcn·e all rights and 
freedom to echo, express and place before the 
Parliament and our Legislatures, the needs , 
the requirements and the urgent needs of the 
people in our constituencies. Having the 
opportunity, Sir, I wish to express m~ electo
rates' mind and seek for urgent attentiOn. 

I wish to stress that ou r Constituencies need 
more water supplies and our electorates 
complain bitterl y that the urban water supplies 
seem a failure . This is discouraging and also 
disappointing. 

The pipe borne water supply 'at Hadej ia and 
\lallam \!aduri is inadc:quate, lacking in good 
working plants and short of tanks, and. the 
situation needs urgen t a''entl on. The posltHm 
there now is, if there is 11·ater to-day there Will 
be thirst tomorrow, as a result of which people 
c1re complaining and the\· wan t the position 
improved. I am the1 ef•)re calling on the 
Gm·ernment to give us better and more plants, 
additional tanks and taps to ease the situation. 

I also wish to suggest that in view of the 
shortage and inadequacy of water in \Iallam 
\IaJuri, the ::-.iigerian Railway .should be 
approached to give a helping hand by connecting 
their own water pipe to that of the town. I 
make the suggestion because I know that the 
Railway Corporation ha1·e excessive supply Gf 
water for their locomoti ,·es. If this approach 
fails, the Government could make use of the 
spare bore holes already sunk at Hadejia and 
Mallam Maduri to remedy the situation. 

Another point I want to make in support of 
this Bill is that Hadejia and Gumel are sister 
emirates of one Division, the )iorthern Division 
of Kano Province, which is within easy reach 
from Mallam Maduri. I therefore think that 
the province of telephone services, linking 
Mallam Maduri with Gumel is essentiaL 

The other point I would also like to make 
refers to the economic products of this country, 
particularly groundnuts of the current harvc;st. 
\.Ve all know that groundnut IS our leadmg 
cash crop. I wish to say that the--

The Minister of Finance : On a point of 
order, quite honestly, I do not see what 
groundnut season has to do with what we arc 
discussing. 
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Mr Speaker: Acntally, the :\!ember for 
I-ladejia :\orth (.-Jihaji Cauyanna) has been 

-discussing-- Regio nal - matters-water supply, 
g roundnuts and the res t of them. 

Alhaji G~·.yarma : \\'hat I am saying is 
that the Department of Produce Inspection 
finds it difficult to grade our groundnuts as 
'special' because of their falling standard 
which was d ue to lack of good decortic3tion. 
.\! though the Produce Inspection Deparuncnt 
complained of tkcorticat ion, the farmers 
themsch·es complained of the wearing out of 
decort icat ing mach ines and some of the 
farmers at some other places complained of the 
ove r size of K33 seeds of nuts produced to 
cope with thei r machine holes. 

I ha,·e dra\\·n the attention of the Gm·er n
ment to this so that the standard of our pro
ducts can be impro,·ed in order to fight against 
any fall in our economy. \\'e must try and 
mainuin the good standard of our products 
to be able to compete with any product from 
any part of .-\frica or the world. We do not 
want our farmers to lose and we should 
help them to produce better products. 

Finally, I wish to congratulate the :VIembers 
who have seen the ligh t, crossed the rubicon and 
reached our paradisical party, the :\.P.C. bv 
crossing the Carpet. I hope there wi ll be 
harmony among :\!embers to be able to seek 
the interest of our great Republic. 

Mr J. 0. Olaore (Oshun :\orth East) : In 
suppo rting the S• -> nd Ren ding of the ::lupple
memary Appropriation Bill, I ha,·e a ,·e ry few 
observations to make and this is in respect of 
the protection which should be aiven to our 
local industries. 

0 

At present we ha,·e some industries spring
ing up in Nigeria, and it augurs well for the 
future of this country that such industries 
wherever and whenever they exist should be 
adequately protected, because they form the 
basis of the economic greatness of this nation. 
At present there are some of our local industries 
facing keen competition from imports from 
abroad. 

In this respect I would like to mention 
specifically the cement industry. I know that 
at present the output in all the cement factories 

extensions being made in Ewekoro, the cement 
~ctory there will be able to gi\'e us such an 
o\itpul that " ·ill satisfy our ne::cd in Nigeria. 

The Minister of Finance : What has that 
got to do with the 13i!l in question ? 

l'vlr Olaore : It has somethi ng to do with' the 
Bill because the Bill covers a wide ground. 

The second point I want to make is that we 
ha,·e one cement factory spr inging up in Sokoto 
soon, one sugar factory is coming up in the 
Mid-West, another factory coming up in the 
East, and vet '"e have a lot of cement beina 
imported f~om abroad to this country. 

0 

The Minister of Finance : Is the :\·!ember 
for Osbun ;\orth "East (i11r Olaore) a cement 
trader i 

l'v[r Olaore : l am not, but the Go,·ernment 
shou ld not because I am not a cement trader 
fail to see that these industries are well protected. 

There is one important thing that :\..!embers 
do not kr!!JW. :\lost of the cement being 
imported into the country is produced by the 
Government of the countries importing them 
to ~rgerra to take awav our monev. I am 
therefore appealing to the Federal Go~'ernment 
to see that this is looked into. 

. An hon. Member : But the cement is being 
unported trnder special licences. 

Mr Olaore : .-\t present it is being imported 
under .;pcci.tl lie~net!s, but as soon as possible 
tl~e withdra11·al o~ such licences and the banning 
of rmportatwn ot cement to this countrv should 
be ser io11sly considered. · 

I come now to the question of nails. vVe are 
now manufacturing nails in N igeria. Unfortu
nately nails are still imported to Nigeria to 
compete with nails produced in Nigeria. 

Chief D. N. Oronsaye (Benin East) : On a 
point of relevance, I do not see how all these 
discussions come into the discussion on items of -
contingency. I therefore think that my hon. 
Friend, the :VIember for Oshun North East 
(.l1r Olaore) is absolutely irrelevant. 

Mr Speaker : I do hope that Members will -
direct their speeches to the provision of the Bill. 

in :'\igeria cannot meet the total need of the .Mr Olaore : Thank you, Mr Speaker, I 
people of this country, but it is expected that thmk something has been said in the Capital 
11·ithin three to fom months, with some Expenditure Estim:rtes about trade and industry 
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and that is why I am making mention of this 
particui.rr subject. l have -- to say -just once 
more that the:: question of enamelware should 
al so be considered. .-\t present " ·e ha,·e se,·e ral 
factories manufacturing enamd11·are. \\ 'hik 
I am not 5llggesting that duties on these 
manufactured goods should he reduced, l am 
saying that the importation of enamelware w 
this councn· shoulJ stop. 

Again, l would like to say something on the 
question of gr~n ts. The £7 million gi,·en as 
state grant by the Japanese Go,·ernment to the 
Federal Go,·ernment should not be used as a 
means of rebx.ing the restriction on imporu
tion of Japanese goods to this country. Japa
nese Govern ment is still repentant as far as 
buying :\igerian goods is concerned. I would 
like the Federal Go,·ernment to be as strict as 
ever on this particular aspect so that by and 
large we might con,·ince them to buy our goods. 

I'inally, I would like to say something about 
this Electoral Commission . :\[uch work has 
been done by th is Commission. l hope what 
happened during the last elections will not be 
allowed to happen in the next elections whether 
in the :\[ id- \\-est or at Federal elections. 
During the last elections some peop le drew 
curtains around and asked some chiefs to sit 
near the ballot boxes washing the feet of some 
members and tried to earmark which politica l 
party they should vote for. 

Several hon. Members : \\-here is that ' 

Mr Olaore : You all know it. If it is 
declared a secret ballot, the _,;ecrecy should be 
maintained. It happened in Lagos during the 
last Town Council elections. :\[any voters 
had to go to pri,·ate places to c~.s t their ,·o tcs 
unmolested and unseen by anybody. 

The Minister of Finance : I do not think 
that hon. i\·lembers have much to say on this 
matter. As far as I am concerned, I have 
listened to so many speakers and I would like 
to reply to one or two important points. I 
think my hon. Friends will have the opportunity 
in the Committee Stage to express their views. 

The Member for Bende East (Professor Kalu 
&:era) and the :\[ember for Owerri East (Chief 
Abii) have made some points and I would like 
to reply as follows. I shall have thought that 
if a professor of a university had something 
against an institution where his compeers are 

employed he woukl take the trouble of talking 
to them so that he could -get the ·f.rcts from 
them. Uut [ think it is not professional 
etiquette for somebody to att:tck a member of 
his profession openly and in.a place where such 
an indi ,·idual has no nght ot replyrng. 

l "·ant to sa\· that for all I know-the Dean of 
the l.-ni,·ersity-Tcaching Hosp ital in Lagos is a 
man of a ,·ery high character and he happened 
not to belong to the tribe that perhaps the 
\lcmb~ r for lkndc East was referring to. 
Prot'cssor Thomas is not a Yoruba, he is an 
l tsekir i froLil \ \'arri. [ c;mnot understand 
ho11· Profc::>sor T ho mas's tri be can occupy all 
the post; in the L' ni,·ers ity Teaching Hospital. 
l tsekiri' arc vcr\· fc"· and \\·e come from a 
Special .-\ rea . f-t o"· can people from a Specia l 
.-\ ree~ l1c in the rn :tjorit\· in the Teaching Hospi
tal? 

Chief D. N. Abii (Owcrri East) : I ne,·er 
men tioned the name of Profes.so r Thomas here. 
\\'hat I said is that there is tribalism in that 
L' ni,·ersirv Teaching H ospital. Professor 
Thomas need not be the fountain of tribalism. 

The :V!inister of Finance :I am very happy 
that m,· hon . Fr iend the :\[ember for Owerri 
East i~ cctc.lcting :tnd he should ob,·iously 
withdra" · because \\·hatc,·er statement is made 
about the T e:1ching l-Iosp ital must reflect on 
the Head of the T eaching Hosp ital. 

l •.n~ : to in t'orm the :\!ember for Owerri 
Eas t that if there is any charge of squander
mania it is unknown to my :\Iinistry. When 
the Hospital was short of funds I asked that 
the matter be in,·estigated and it was im·esti
aated and mv officials found that there was no 
; quanderma1;ia in the Hospital and that the 
_-\ppropriation that was made was not sufficient. 

Chief A- F_ Odulana (Ijebu South): On a 
point of order, I have no objection to the 
Lagos Teaching Hospital being mentioned. 
The University itself is full of lbos and the 
Head is an Ibo too. This is absurd, we are 
not going to take that from him at all. 

The Minister of Finance : All I want to 
say at this stage is that there is no squander
mania in the U ni,·ersity Teaching Hospital 
and that their Accounts were investigated 
before we supplemented the funds. But if 
there is a question of corrupt practices on the 
lo wer le,·el I think the _\-Jinistc r of Health will 
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make it a point of dLt ty tn see that that is 
properly investigated and 1 ,;hall inform him 
to do so accordingly. 

~[y hon . Friend the ~[ember for Bende 
East .also spo ke ahout one \" iger ia. [ thi.'lk 
that this wou lJ be an appropriate occasion 
for me w appea l to ,111 of us who are looked 
upon as !t:adcr; of thought in this country. 
This quest ion of point ing accus ing lingers 
at people on the bas is of tri balism should 
be stoppc:d. ( . .J.pplause). [ am not talking 
in f.t,·ou r of anybody. This question of 
unitv in this countrv must mean more than 
lip ;en·ice to al l of ~s. 

How do " ·e look in the e\·es of the world 
when we are talking and · mentioning our 
tribes ? We shoulJ simply Wlp it. When 
a Parliamenta rian comes here he should speak 
as a \"igerian. I would like to appeal to the 
people on all sides to refrain from making 
statements that would annoy people outside 
this House. 

[ would also appeal to the \"ewspapers as 
wdl to stop fann in <:; the embers of tribalism in 
this countn·. \lihere,·e r we can trace it, 
" ·he ther it is by a Yoruba man, by an ltsekiri 
man, or bv an lho m:m or bv a Fubni " ·e 
shou ld con-demn it. If it is p~ac tised by me 
let my o\\·n people be the tirst to check me. 

.-\ nother thing i~ the election in the :\[id
\Ves t. Why should the people use the Floor 
of this House to campaign for election in the 
~lid- \\'est . Let the people of the ~lid-West 
go to the polls on their o\\·n merit. People 
should not attempt to use the election in the 
~-lid-West to knock the heads of the N .P.C. 
and the :\".C.\".C. together. ( . .J.n hon. Jllem
ber : .tl.re you afraid ?) 

I have been in politics for twelve years and 
perhaps the hon. Gentleman has only been 
in it for twelve days. I have done twelve 
years and somebody who has only done twelve 
days is talking ! 

With regard to the question of election, I am 
positive that the Federal Electoral Commission 
would conduct the elections in the Mid-West 
with every sense of responsibility and impartia
lity. The Parties that are contesting the elec
tions should go in there to campaign. It is the 
Mid-vVesterners that are contesting the elections 
and not the Easteni.ers, \V este~ners or the 
\" ortherners. 

I must say that this is one Nigeria and-anyone 
who wants to go to the i\lid- West to campaign 
should go there whether he is an Ibo, Hausa or 
Yoruba man . Everybod~should go to the 
;'did- West to campaign for his party. The 
.\lid- \<\-'est is not there for only one person, it is· 
for everybody. For instance, we are now in 
Lagos and not in the ~[id-\Ves t. 

Mr Briggs (Degema): On a point of order, 
I just want to know if "Jlallam Fasasi" will go 
to the .\lid-\\' es t to campaign and if so, what 
party he will be campainging for ? 

The Minister of Finance : I do not blame 
the .\[ember for Degema (.Ylr Briggs). He is 
fortunate to have a dead brother who has 
bequeathed something to him with which to 
change his coat. I should be \Hiting to the 
Probate Registrar to examine the account of 
the Member for Degema because this change is 
too sudden ! 

I would like to say again that we the .\lid
Westerners will welcome all political parties to 
campaign in the Mid-West. We will welcome 
all Nigerians to come to the Mid-West and 
feel at home and e,·eryone in the Mid-West will 
be looked upon as a brother and not as a 
stranger. 

I would like however to warn that people 
should not use tribalism to campaign in the 
Mid-West. Political parties should go there 
on their own merit. That is the type of thing 
that we want in this country-.. \Ve do not want 
to run a country where people say "One 
Nigeria" just for lip-service and when they 
come to grips with the problem they try to do 
other things. 

Mr J. E. Ukueku (l.'rhobo South) : I am 
sure the hon. Minister of Finance realises that 
the Administrator of the Mid-West-Chief 
Dennis Osadebay-announced in Zaria that he 
wants Easternisation, Northernisation, vVester
nisation and of course Mid-Westernisation. 
Therefore,. the Minister should not come here 
to talk another thing. 

The Minister of Finance : I am too old in 
this game to be fooled by new comers. 

Professor Kalu Ezera : In point of fact, 
this new comer has not been ifsued with a copy 
of the Standing Orders and as such he does not 
know the rules of the House. He does not 
know what the Standing Order is like. Will 
you please, give him a copy of the Standing 
Orders, Mr Speaker. 
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The Mitif~ter of Finance : I have noticed The Minister of Finance : But thc: hon. 
again that some hon. Members are absent and Chief said so himsdf. 
thev are those who have been advocating ten Chief Abii : I said that the Leader of the 
days sitting-i\lembers like the hon. Gcntkman :-.;,P.C. had declared that people should regard 
from Ekiti l\orth East (ivlr Akomolafe). themselves as brothers artd sisters in this 

Mr A. 0. Ogunsanya (lkeja): I have always 
been present. 

The Minister of Finance : Yes, the hon. 
Gentleman comes because he lives in Lagos. 
He can go into his Chambers and make money 
as a Q.C. whilst other people are here working. 

Mr Ogunsanya : I do not make money ; I 
am not a Minister of Finance ! 

The Minister of Finance : Oh ? Now, 
an hon. ~[ember spoke about traffic congestion 
in Lagos. It is true that there is traffic con
gestion in Lagos and I agree with him to a 
certain extent that something should be done. 
All that should be done is the arrangement 
that is being made by my hon. Colleague and -
Friend-the :Vlinister of Works-to build a 
second bridge for Lagos. 

But bridges are not built overnight. He 
has to take time to design and to prepare it. 
I cannot ag ree with the l\lember for Ekiti l\orth 
East whe~ he complains about the attitude of 
investors and so on. Let him go to Rome, 
London, ;-.;ew York and Paris, and he will 
see congestion on their roads. They are worse 
than Lagos. The investors came from places 
where congestions are worse, but I cannot for 
that reason sav that we should not relieve the 
congestion or' traffic on our roads. vVe will 
do our best. 

An hon. Member: We can use helicopters. 

The Minister of Finance : No, it is the 
Action Group that uses helicopters. We do not 
use it. 

Now, the Member for Owerri East (Chief 
Abii) speaking on the issue of elections, said 
that people should be allowed to go about 
talking to all sorts of people. He started to 
categorise and said that people should be 
allowed to talk to our brothers and sisters. I 
do not know whether one should allow the 
Member for Owerri East to talk to one's sister. 

Chief D. N. Abii : I am basing my point 
of order on irrelevancy. We are not speaking 
about sisters and brothers. 

country and therefo re we should be allowed 
to go anywhere to speak to our brothers and 
siste rs. That is what I sa id. 

The Minister of Finance : That is pr~
ciscly what I am saying. I can allow the Chief 
to speak to my brother, but to allow htm to 
speak to my sister will be a calamtt~ ! (Laughter). 
In this connection. I am tssumg a double 
\\·arnin<> to all ot us who have sisters to be 
careful" of camp<tigners who want to talk to 
our sisters. 

Mr D. M. Gbolagunte (Oyo South): ~lay 
I know if I can t;tlk to the ~[inister of Fimnce's 
wife when campaigning to her. If I . cannot 
speak to the sister, can I speak to the wtfe ? 

The Minister of Finance : People who 
have no home training c:m easily show this. 
I suppose the hon. :Vlember is a teacher. 

An hon. Member : He is a bush teacha. 

The Minister of Finance : He is really a 
bush teacher. 

Finally the i\lember tor Oshun \"orth East 
(Jlr J. 0. Olaore) has s pok~n about th e alleg_cd 
£7 million from Japan. I want to assu re htm 
that when that publicat ion was made , my hon. 
Colleague and Friend " ·ho was in the area at 
that time heard about tt and qutckly sent a 
cablegram to say that he nev~ r nl:;otiared 
such a deal. You can be assured that we m 
the government are quite ~vatchful of the 
conditions of trade between :'-ltgena and Japan. 
It is a one way traffic and it is a bad one. We 
are not going to be bribed by any overtures 
of any grants. Nigeria should be strong enough 
within a reasonable time to develop her eco
nomy and be able to give grants to other 
countries. 

Nigeria is rich and as such, we want people 
to come here and trade with us. As a matter 
of fact, I said in the World Bank that we are 
no more as such, interested in grants _and loans. 
vVe want trade, we want better pnces to be 
paid for our groundnuts, coc?a, timber, rubber 
and every other commodity we produ~e. 
This is what we want so that we can trade Wlth 
other parts of the worlJ as equals. I also 
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..;1sked in the \\-orld llank whv these count ries 
•i-la1·e mflre th~n enough and tic able to give us 
loan s. \ \'c 1\".:nt to kno 11· the secrets o f their 
economics so that 11·e too, 11·ithin a rel ati,·cly 
sho rt p·~riod of time, m:1y he able to ha1·c 
sutlicicm oursch·es here and he able tn gi,-e 
g rants to countr ies li ke Japan. 

Chief 0. B .. -\kin-01ug bade ( Cgba :-iouth) : 
On <I point o f info rmat ion , 11·e ohsen·e tha t the 
hon. :\linister of finance has cw>h·ed a new 
idea. That WdS the statcn:cnr l made at the 
Hanover Fair in 1959, that we '"ant t rade not 
aid, and th is at a time when he 11·as running 
around collecting loans. 

The Minister of Finance : .-\ t least I do 
no t sq Lwndc r the. loans wh ich I ha1·e co llected , 
hut m1· hon . friend and :\[ember for Egha 
South (Chief .-lkin-Oiugbade) is bu ild ing a 
house no11· on a loan he go t from a hank that [ 
know o f. He is not talking about that. 

f-inall y, I :1m ,·ery grateful to my hon. 
f-ri ends for their contribu tions so S-'r and I 
mo1·e, Tl.~r the Question be now put. 

Questio11. Tha! tlte Questinn /, ,, liM:· ,~ut, put 
caul agreed to . 

.1-lain Question put according(v and agreed to. 

Bill read a Saond time and immediatdv 
considrre,/ in Commil/ee. · 

S Eco:-cn ScP?LE.\IE:-cTAR 1· .-\ PPROPR rATIO:-c 

( 1963- 6 +) BILL : Co:-csmERED rx Co:~ r :~ IITTEE 

Clause l-(1-'.' l 'E .1:-c o .\ PI'RO PRI.HIO:-c OF 

{ ++5.+30 FRO:II C o :-cso uo.ITED R E\'E:-cl'E FUXD 
FOR CO::-<TI:-cGE:-cCIE3 Fli:'\D .\ XD FOR SER\'ICE OF 
1963-6+). 

The Minister of Finance : I hea to move 
the following .\mendment s tand ing i; mv name 
on the Order Paper, namely- · 

Clause 1, line 16. after th e word " .-\ct" 
insert " 1963". 

I beg to mo1·e. 

The Chairman : Order ! Under the Stand
ing Orders, we have to postpone the clauses 
until 11·e have discussed the schedules. 

H E.\D 60-ELECTORAL COM:I-!ISS I0:-1 

Que.<tion proposed, That £80,000 for Head 
6il-Electoral Commission-stm zd part of the 
Sdredule. 

M. Ibrahim Gusau (Soknto \\ 'est Cen tral) : 
In sup po rti n~ this pro 1· ision, I sho11ld li ke to 
refe r ru :1 ~Lttcment 11·hich was made h1· the 
:\[emht:r for 0,·.-crri East (Chief rlbi;') in 
connect ion with the election in the :\[id-\\-est 
for which th is '1rnount is no 11· be ing voted. 

I 11·a; surprised to hear the reference madl: 
h1· the hon. :\!ember to the leader of the 
:\orthern Peoples Congress ,·estc rday. :\o 11· 
and aga in. the lc' adcr of the :\orthern Peoples 
Congress, the :\orth itself and the :\ortherners 
are deliberateh· misunderstood. As I said 
the :\orth, its leader and the :\orthern People~ 
Congress a[l,-,n·s appear in their true co lou rs. 

The statcm~nr made b,· the Sarduana of 
Sokoto is no t new hut the trouble is that 11·e are 
deliberate ly misu nderstood, in the ne11·spapers, 
and on the radio and that is whv d itl'c rences 
occu r in this cou ntrY. The statement which 
the Sardauna made' is nor ne11·. :\obot!l· , 
not even a leader or an ord inary pe rson li ke 
m yself, bkes e1·en to imagine disunity in this 
countn·. The statement of the :\orthern 
leader .is not new. hut the troub le is that we are 
misunderstood c'cl ibc ratc!l- and [ appea l that 
the change of hea rt 11·h ich is supposed to ha1·e 
been made b,- the :3ardauna shou ld also be made 
by people in certa in qua rters. 

With all the criticisms sho11·ered on the 
::'o rthern Peopl es Congress, 11·e ha,-e supporte rs 
!rom the East, 11·e ha1·e from the \Vest and 11·e 
have from the :\ [!d -\\'est, so that the name of 
the :\orthern Peoples Cnngress does not matter. 
Everyb~dy can stand election as a !'\ ige ri an 
even Wi thou t _mentioning an; politica l party. 
The name of a particular partv does not 
therefore, come in. · ' 

I belie\·e that it is not a change of heart on 
the part of the :\orth or the leader of the North 
that m atters. but it is a change of attitude on 
the part of people from certain quarters. I 
believe also that if we are all sincere to our
selves, we should see that delibe rate misunder
standing of the :\orth should be discontinued. 
I •. sa:y: ~el i berate misunderstanding because 
r\1gena IS a vast countrv and there has never 
been a time 11·hen we ·in Northern N igeria, 
including the leader of the North and the 
Northern Peoples Congress, disregard the 
c~lture or tradition of any particular area out
stde the North, and that is what we want the 
members of the communities who are not from 
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the :\orth to understand . \\'e in the l\orth, 
as I said earlier , ahn1ys ·ap pea r in ou r true 
co lours and that is what ~~-~ '-"lnt othe r people 
to understand and to follow suit. 

Chief D. N. Oronsaye (Benin East) : Due 
to the nature of some of the points I want to 
make on this Head, I would like r.o mo1·e that 
the Head be reduced by £ 100. 

Before I make my points, I 11·ould like to 
make some prclimin<lry observat ions. T he hon. 
:\[iniste r of finance has s tared, quite rightly , 
that the £80,000 plus the firs t £20,000 ear
marked for the :\lid- \\ 'est elect ions v;i lllate r be 
refunded by the :\lid- \\ 'est Go,·ernment. This 
is qu ite right ; it is a correct statement. This 
ad1·ance (because that is what it is) must be 
repaid. It is a loan or an advance. 

This, therefore, brings fo rcibly the question 
of ability to pay into discussion . As a new 
Region which was carved ou t of another Region, 
it is necessary to ha 1·e the share of the assets and 
liabi lities of the former Region . Ability to pay 
this advance and other ad1·ances which ha1·e 
been ai,·cn shou ld be taken into cons iderat ion. 
This has been ment ioned on the floo r of this 
House and is alreadv on record in the Hansard. 
Of course, those ;vho know what is public 
finance will kno11· that this is the correct 
position. T he money has had to be repaid. 

But nothing has been done (noth ing to my 
knowledge has been done) to bring about the 
shares of the ass~ts and liab ilit ies of the former 
\Vestern Region . 

The Chairman : Are you speaking on H ead 
60? 

Chief Oronsaye : I am speaking on H ead 60 
because yesterday when the :\linister of Finance 
was introducing the Second Reading of the 
Second Supplementary Appropriation (1963-
64) Bill, he mentioned quite rightly that the 
£80,000 together with the £20,000 (all making 
£100,000) being spent on the i\Iid-West 
elections is an advance to the Mid-\Vest 
Government. I am not quarrelling with this 
statement, but the i.\lid-W est Region had to be 
carved out of the Western Region. That is the 
point I am making. We are aware that all the 
developments which took place in the former 
Western Region, all the buildings and every
thing went to one side and so the sharing of 
those assets and liabilities, whenever it is done, 
is what we are asking for. 

'vVe paid tax more than any other people in 
the W estern Region . The bu ild ings and other 
assets 11·hich art: fi xed in the present \\ 'es tern 
Region are assets on 11·hich we have a right to 
claim at least t h~current rate o f inte rest, that is 
bank interes t at 4 per cent ad infinitum. I 
merely sound th is as a 11·arning. When it 
comes to the sharing o f the assets and liabilities 
11·e will have the experts to look into the matter 
and this money 11·ill ha,·e to be extrat.:ted from 
the present \V estern Region. 

Somebody surt.:d this rno~ning that he 
wanted the e lections to be free and fair . 
Unfortunately, the hon. G entleman from 
Afenmai (.llr Obi) is not he re. I would ha1·e 
li ked to speak to h im directly, but as he is not 
here I will make my points all the same. 

An hon. Memb er : Address :\l r Speaker. 

ChiefOronsaye :I will address :VIr Speaker , 
of course-

Mr Odula n a : Does the :\[ember fo r 
Benin East 11·ear the robe he is now wearing 
to school ? 

Chief Oronsaye : This robe is not wo rn to 
school. It is nn t to be worn by eve rybody. 
It is only to be 11·orn by people o f a certain 
class . 

We ha·;e noti ced that the sum of £100,000 
is required for tile elections to the :\[ it!- \\'es t 
House of .-\sse"· bll·. This job is now to be 
undertaken by the Eiecto ral Commission of the 
Federation. I ha,·-..some ad1· ice to g i,·e in 
vie ·,,· of ~~-hat led to the elections being con
ducted by the Federal Electo ral Commission. 
We know 1·ery well-this is the place where 
we have to make the point-that at one stage 
somebod y was appointed by the Mid-West 
Interim Administration bu t somebody or a 
group of people boasted quite loudly. 

It is unfortunate that some of the people 
who discussed with members of a mushroom 
political party did not know that some of them 
are disciples of Bacus, and so in certain 
quarters these disciples of Bacus gave out 
every thing they had discussed with people no 
matter their rank. Somebody boasted that the 
person appointed by the Interim Administra
tion would not do the work of delimitation, 
he would not do the work of conducting the 
elections. Now as things happen, these boasts 
came to pass. The man appointed was 
removed and the job was later g iven to the 
Federal Electoral Commission to handle. 
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- We felt thar there· was nothina wro n··· in-- :\!ember for AJenmai East (1Hr Obi) is back 

asking the Federal Electoral Con~miss io ~ to because he is one of those boastina. T he 
handle these elections becau.;c we fe lt that :'did -West Interim Administration, '~hich is 
accor~ing to the Cons:itution, their pos ition is the -present Government of the :\Lid-West, 
sufficiently msulated trom inAuence from all actually recommenJed that there should be 
ang les. But, unfortunately, some people 68 co nstituencies 
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boas ted that they could influence the Federal 
Electoral Commission to mak~ certain cha 1w~s 
in the delimitation which would not appeat"to 
anybody. 

An hon. iYi e mber : It was a rumour. 

Chief Oronsaye : How can that be a 
rumour when the Government has arranged it. 
\\·hat Govern ment has arranged one or two 
people will go behind to use their influence to 
change it . from 68 to 65. I am only giving 
th1s ,,-arnmg tha t the Electoral Commission 
,,·ill find the \lid-\\'es terner~ quite preoared 
to co-operate with it, but these boasts m~st be 
stopped and the members of the Electoral 
Commission should be told throuah the 
medium of the H ansard and others, tl;at thev 
should not confid e in anvbodv no matter whi t 
parties they belona to; he~~use when the\
confide in these pe~ple that this is what the~· 
are go i ~g to do, they will tell e\·erybod}:· 
Some ot them , as I have said, are d isciples of 
Bacus. 

:\ few days ago, as \!embers will know 
something happened in the case of Asab~ 
Division and .-\boh Division. But th:tt is not 
all. If any \!ember who knows the area will 
look ~t the delimitation report, he will find 
that for instance, my own constituency n

0
,,

contams two parts which have no common 
boundary at all. We gave e\·idence that in 
delimiting Akugbe we ought to have .-\biekula, 
lgba~ke plus a part of fzzi be.:ause a part o f 
fzz t IS the co mmon link bet\\·een the two. 
That was our e\·idence_ and ,,.e drew a plan 
and everythmg to show 1t. But here it is now 
in the delimitation repor t, Abiekula and 
lgbanke are put toae ther and thev ha,·e no 
c~mmo n boundary."' It is just li l~e putting 
\ leton a Island \nth Ikeja as one consti tuency ! 
I t is there in the report. 

Mr Od':'lana : We h2 ,·e :1 ! rc~dy ap !J ro ' cJ 
the DelunttattO n Committee report here anJ 
there is no need setting the hands of the clock 
back. The \!ember for Benin East (Chief 
Oronsaye) should now talk on this monev 
matter that we are considering. • 

Chief Oronsaye : That is what I am talking 
about. I am talking about the way that money 
~ ~ _gomg to be spent and that it should be spent 
w~sely ~or_ the people. It can only be spent 
Wisely 1f It SUits the people it is intended to 
se rve. 

vVhat worries us is that these thinas which 
happened did not happen ordinarii/ to anv
body's surprise. They happened after so~e 
p: ople had boasted. That is what worries us. 
It nobody boasts that they are going to izifluence 
people to do so and so, then-

T he \lid- \Vest have suffi cient educationists, 
doctors, lawyers, politicians and enoineers 
,,·ho ,,·ill teach am·bodv commonsense"' if he 
\\"ants to be fun m· . . Wl{at ,,.e are asking for is 
catrne.::i.s . 

_Let me . l?ok at another constituency in 
.-\tenma1W01vlslon. I was at Ag bede for four 
yea rs as Headmaster of a school and I know 
the ,,·hole area as I know my fingers. Now, 
tn dehmttmg that area it was carved out just 
along the road Ill order to suit one particular 
person. \Ve know who that person is. 

lVu Obi : I happen to come from Afenmai 
Di ~;sion and the Delimitation Committee did 
not take the advice of any partv and that is the 
truth. • 

. Chief_ Oronsaye : As I have said everyone . 
1s watchmg very closely. We wil! co-operate 
with anybody_ who comes to do a real!y good 
and consc1entwus work. but we wil! strike a· 
deadly blow on anybody who comes to misuse ·1. 

his power in the place. 
Mr M . C. K. Obi : The original intention 

\\'rt 3 th at the :\~ :.! . H. ~,:_; ~ ~ ~ . v u:..! : l ..t •~.; 0.) cuu
stituencies, bur then people boasted that they 
were going to make it 68. 

The elections which are dne rn h~ he!d ,-~~· 
soon will require quire a number of officerS. 
Some people have already boasted that they will' 
control the Electoral Commission and see to it 

(130) 

JJC)7 [S upp/emNtlary :·lpproprintion l o .j .·\"\. "l ".\ HY 1 ~'• 4 ( 1963 -A4) ( .\'~ . :! ) fF/1] 3398 

that on h.· their nominees _ ar~ appointed _as appointed by the Federal <?o,·crnment and the 
\v k t I'cde r.-tl G0,·ernm en t is sat1sfi ed wtth the work Pres iding and other officers. e ·now or f h 

h d I t h~ e n111missio n had done. There ore, t ey ce rtain that the people w o came to o t 1e ' '-' h 
Referend um were sent by the Federal Gol"c rn- should not come here to complain . \Ve ave 
ment and thev were ,·ery fair people and the p.~>;~d that and nobod y should come to say 
\"erv fact that 1iobody complained after they had anyt'l ing about it here. 
finished is a testimony that their work was ,·cry d E ). 0 

Professor Kalu Ezera (Ben e • ast : n a 
fair. pnint of order. in the li.rst instance, the :\-Iember 

An hon. Member: We compiained. fur [ko t Ekp~ne :3outh ( .'vlr Afamdeh) IS 

irrde,·ant. 1-k is b ri ng ing the name of a 
Chief Oronsaye : You did not com plain d istinguished J uJ .;c w the_ Floor of this H ouse 

after the \lid-West Referendum and that IS a ,,-h ich is un ncccssan· and many case, the hon. 
testimony that they were very good worke rs . \ !ember was once ki~!n appcd anJ he wants to be 
There is no harm in bringing these peop le kiJn.t~pcd this tim<.!. 
from the Federal Capital again because 1f 
people are hand-picked from places in the 
strongholds of the !\I.D.F. and others, then 
it wil l be the beginning of trouble. 

The Minister of Finance (Chief the hon. 
F. S. Okorie-Eboh) : On a point of order, much 
as I appreciate the points made by the \!ember 
hr Benin East (Chief D. N. t>rollsa_ve)-l'\vould 
like to appeal to him that this is not the plac: to 
draw a line ; at least, to attack other polmcal 
parties . This is not the pl~ce to discuss the 
for thcoming elections and th1s I say m respec t 
of all concerned, not just to the N.C.:--.i. C. or 
the :\.P.C. or the \I.D.F. members. I want us 
to debate on the subject before us- Elec toral 
Conuniss ion- and lea,-e the question of who is 
go ing to do this or _w~o is go in~ to do that, or 
who is go ing to w1n 111 the :\f1d-\Ves t to the 
electorate . 

Chief Oronsaye : I thank the \Iinister of 
Finance for the points he has made. The only 
point I want to make now is that the electiO ns 
should be fair. That is all. 

Mr M. B. Afanideh (Ikot Ekpene South) : 
I want to say that those Members who complain 
should not forget what they are doing in other 
places. In the first instance, I want to say that 
the ~.C. t .C. made it · impossible for Dr Udo 
Udoma to win the last Federal Election . 
During the Regional elections, they ~ut off _the 
Constituency of :VIr Ikoku to make 1t 1mposs1ble 
for him to win and now that- (lnterruptzons). 

The Chairman : Order. Will Members 
please concentrate on the expenditure side of 
the Electoral Commission . 

Mr Afanideh :I just want to point out to the 
:\!embers of the ~.C.N . C. that they should not 
talk because the Delimitation Commission was c 

:\-Ir Afanideh : l wou ld like to say. that if 
,,·hat happened in I\)() l happens agam th~s 
time 0r at all\· time in the fu ture, whoe,·er 1s 
responsible ,,:ill be play ing. with fire: I am 
happ,- to sa\· that some pohtlc.al parties ,\\ ho 
depend entirely on the use ot tnu.~s have oeen 
paid ba.;k in their own co1ns. .-\ tew daysa_go, 
some bon were !lned £ 730. If any polttt_cal 
partY th(nks that it caa ,,·in elections by U~l,ng 
thugs and paying a su m up tu the tu ne of£ IJ0, 
let it ~o ahead. 

I ru ih· suopnrt the Bill and hope that the 
e l ectio n~ in ;he :\l id-\\-est are going to be free 
and r·ai r. 

Rev. J. A . . -\kiny emi ( Ilesha Rural) : In 
s ~1bsc r i b in15 to this debate, I would hke_ to 
poin t out tha t either by m1stake or by d~s1~n, 
the affairs ot· the Federal Electoral Comm1ss1on 
and appointments rh:_reto, h.-1\·e been mana~ed 
in a wav to aive the 1mpresst0n to the outstde 
,,-0r!d a~ well as to the people of this country, 
that :\ige ria is lacking in men who ~an man the 
importa-nt posts in our essential serv1ces. 

For instance, there is an impo_rtant person 
who has been appoin ted the Chatrman. of the 
Federal Electoral Commission, wh? IS also 
holding many important posts b~longmg to the_ 
Federal institution. The Cha1rman of the 
Federal Electoral Commissio~, is also t~e 
Chairman of the L.E.D.B. , th1s _same man_ IS 
the Chairman of the University Teachmg 
Hospital in Ibadan. I would ask _those people 
who make the appointments. Is It that we do 
not have other men in this country who _can 
<=· ; .• .,-p ll in•n n 'l <.' nr twn nf these other appomt
ments ? Why should these important appoint; 
ments be concentrated on on_ly one man . 
If it is paying this man that IS encouragmg 
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this man because he happens to be loyal to this 
party or that party, I think we are making a 
mrstake and 11·c arc port raying ~igeria as a 
place where men of qualities are very badly 
lacking. 

HEAD 60.-ELECTOH.\L Co~t:\rr :;; !0:--

£80,000for Head 60-E/ectora/ CommissiiJn-
ordered to stand part of the Sch edull' . 

HE.,D 62.-P.,RLI.U!E:\T 

T~is is a \'Cry important point and r think 
that In future when people do make appoint
m_ents to some o f our Federal institutions, they 
\Hll bear 111 nund that there are men all o\·cr 
the country-in the 1\orth, in the East, in the 
West, m the ;\lid-\rest and in the Federal 
terntory-who are capable enough and who 
·•rP. able to man such posts. 

!he clec~io n to the ~lid-West is fast approa
chl~g and tt 1s a very Important affair and one 
wh1ch ts dear to the hearts of \·erv many 
people in this country. Therefore, the manaoe
ment of the affairs should be so handled that 
the electiO n will be fair and free. There is 
o~e thing . in this country to-day in connection 
Wit~ electrons: an_d it is that people are always 
afra1d whe~ et~ct1ons are approaching because 
of the actmues of thugs. I think people 
ought to be free to g? to the polls, people 
ought to be free dunng the electioneerino
campaigns and people ought to feel saf~ 
dunng the electioneering campaigns. 

\v hat happened in the past in the :\lid-\Ves t 
has c r~~tcd a great fear in the minds of people 
no\\' tnat electiO ns 111 that Region are fast 
approachmg. Therefore, it is incumbent on 
the Electoral Commission and those people 
,,·ho wtll be tn charge of arrano-ements for the 
elections in the :\lid-West to s~e to it that the 
electorate are well alerted and that arrange
ments are so. well made that people will feel 
~afe , people wtll feel secure and that people will 
eve~1 feel happy in being called upon to choose 
tl~e1r own g?'·ernment without any let and 
;nthout any hmdrance. 

But if people should continue to live under 
grave danger, if people should continue to fear 
that the Minister of Finance will soon come 
along in order to introduce danger into what
ever area he goes to, I think the elections would 
no longer be fair and free in the Mid-West. 
Theref?re, it is t~e con census of opinion among 
all sectiOns of thts House that elections in the 
J\Iid-West should be fair and free. 

I beg to support. 

Question proposed, That £57,000 for Head 
62-Par/iamenl-sland -part of the Schedule. 

Mr A. 0. Ogunsanya (lkeja): I support the 
vote under this section in its entirct\· but those 
of us who arc :\!embers of Parlian;~nt ha,·e a 
duty to help to raise the status of our C<'Ltntn· in 
everything. One of those duties must concern 
sporting activities. One comes across a lot of 
humiliation in this country in the realm 0 f 
soccer and we, when next we come, must fio-lu 
as one man to be able to make this Parlivm~nt 
de,·ote something substantial to the Sports 
Council and particularly-

The Chairman : This expenditure is net on 
sports, but on members travelling expenses. 

Mr ~unsanya : I was taking it in the sense 
that by paying our tra\·elling expenses, the 
country is investing money and it must o-et 
something out of it, and what. it gets out of i~ is 
the way we come here to Parliament at the 
expense _of the country and help to raise the 
status ot the country internnionalh-. I take 
it that when we are deieated e\·ery time in 
soccer the status of the countn· in the realm 
of sports is not being raised. ' 

The Minister of Finance : This is far too 
legalistic for me. 

Mr Qgunsanya : I agree also that \\hen
ever this Head comes before us it is for e\·en· 
:\Iember-those who draw the allowance ar.d 
those who do not draw it-tc support. 

Only the other day one of our Front 
Benchers issued a challenge which has been 
accepted for a debate at the Glover Memorial 
Hall at a time to be chosen by him, on the 
subject that "Women must haYe the right to 
vote and be voted for throughout p;'igeria." 
(Hear, hear) . May I, therefore , inform the 
Member for Dambatta (Allzaji Mohammed 
jlrfuhtari Sarkin Bai) that the hon. Mrs Margaret 
Ekpc has agreed to support me in this and that 
he should choose a lady to support him on the 
other side. 

I beg to support. 

(132) 

Federal Parliament Debates 

HO I [Supplementary A ppropriatiorr 10 ] .\:\L\RY 196-t ( 1 9~3-1\-t) (.\'n. 2) Rili] 3 40~ 

The Minister of Mines a nd Power I personally fed that the elr<;t ion into the 
(.-\lhaji the hon. Yusuff :\Iaitama Sule): I am-- Mid-West House is crucial and important 
sure my hon. Friend who issued the challeng-e not onlv for the :\lid- Westerners bu t also for 
is equal to ti1c task and he is qu ite prepare~o the whole of this country because it is only the 
accept it pro,·ided the ~!ember for Ikeja ,,- ill election now that is going to be held ,,·here the 
not hire some people to applaud him and cheer X .P.C., the U. P.P .. th;! .-\ .G .. and the 1\.C.i\.C. 
him while the deba te is go ing on . and all parties in this country are very 

An hon. Member : ;:\obody will applaud. 

£ 57,000 for Head 62 .-Parliammt-ordeml 
to stand part of the Schedule. 

The Minister of Finance (Chief the hon. 
f estus Okotie-Eboh): I beg to mo\·e an 
Amendment to Clause 1. 

Clause I , line 16, after the word " .-\ct" 
insert "1963" 

Oue>tirm, That those words be there inserted, 
put and agreed to. 

Clause I as amended, and Clause 2 agreed lo. 

Bill reported zdth A mendmmt. 

,lfotion made and Question proposed, That 
the Bill be now read the third time-(T HE 
:\fr:-~rsTER OF Fr:-<AKCE) 

Mr E. A. Mardi (.-\saba East) : I only ,,·ant 
to emphasize a point which has been made. 
This is about the boasts which are being made 
in the :\ Iid- \\'est area in connection ,,·ith this 

' forthcomin <; election . I think that the Federc1 l 
Electoral Commission has got a duty to perform 

interested. As a matter of fact, we had the 
last Federal Election ; the :\.C.~.C. and the 
.-\.G. had a very difficult task in campaigning 
in the 1\orth. I am very happy that the 
~ortherne rs are so interested in coming to the 
:\lid-West to make their campaign. 

I want to assure them that thcv will be ven· 
well accommodated . They are' go ing to b~ 
\'c ry fai rly trea ted. ~obody will be molested. 
The 1\igeria Police ,,-ill not worry them, no 
thugs. :Hid-Westerner~ are peace-]o,· ing 
people. There are not go inJ to be any thugs . 
I want to sav one thing. Thev should be 
prepared to re-ciprocate because in the next 12 
months there is no doubt that ,,-e are going to 
have another election , a country-wide election. 
What is good for the goose ,,·ill also be ~ood 
for the gander. 

I feel very happy about this and I want to 
say that the boasts which are being made by 
the M.D.F. should be carefu llv looked into 
because at the moment ii is ·being nursed 
about in the :\lid-\\'es t that the list of people 
\\'ho are going to be-

in this respect. It is its duty to perform 
because the past e\·ents have shown that there • 
is something in the air. 

Question , put and agreed to. 
Bill accordingly read th ~ third time and passed. 
Silting mspended : 12 noon. 

T\\'o days ago it was noticed that the original 
68 which was intended to be the number of 
constituencies in the Mid-\Vest was reduced 
to 65 and as a result of further observation it 
was discovered that these three seats were 
removed from _-\saba and Aboh Divisions. If 
you take the Delimitation Report and look 
into it you will find that the Mid-West Demo
cratic Front recommended that there should 
be eight seats in Asaba Division and fou r 
seats in Aboh Division and these eight seats in 
Asaba Division and four seats in Aboh Divisio n 
were exactly what the Federal Electoral Com
mission accepted. I want to say that those 
people who were present in the Mid-West 
during the time this Commission was holding 
and who saw how they were hobnobbing with 
the members of the Mid-West Democratic 
Party would certainly be convinced that there 
was something in the air. 

Silting resumed : 3 p.m. 

ExPLOSIV'E5 BILL 

Order for S econd Reading read. 

The Minister of Mines and Power 
(Aihaji the hon. Yusuff :.\Iaitama Sule): Hon. 
Members will see from the printed Explosives 
Bill that there are only t\\'O Clauses in it which, 
as the explanatory memorandum explains, 
seeks to provide for a ce:1 trJ.lised system for the 
control of explosives to meet the requirements 
of public safety. 

Han. Members will be fully aware of the 
needs of public safety which necessitate a 
proper and strict control of explosives so that 
they are only obtainable by persons and firms 
who will use them for such legitimate purposes 
as quarrying, or mining, or in the search for 
petroleum, or for use in firearms. Centralised 
control is also desirable so that my Ministry 
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and the Police shall at all times be aware of the 
quantities of explosives stored \\"ithin the 
country and the exac t locat ion of such .. sto_ragc. 
It is also necessary that the kinds of sto rage 
building or facility shall in all cases be as laid 
do\\"n by the Ja ,,. \rhich pro_.;,'.es for as safe 
conditions as are reasonably pract icable. 

Regulations under this Bill are in process of 
• being drafted by the Ministry of Justice and, 

whi le they folio\\" the general lines of the 
exist ing Explosives Regulations. will divide the 
responsibility for their use and safety according 
to the type of explosi,·es. T he Police, \\"ho are 
already \\"idely sp read throughout the length 
and breadth of :\igeria. and \\"ho already 
control firearms, will be responsible for gun
powder and fireworks wh ich are amongst the 
low explosives group. The high explos ives are 
those legitimately used in mining and quarrying 
and in the search for oil, so they naturally fall 
into a group which should be administered by 
my Ministry, particularly in Yie\\· of our desire 
to control quarrying more etfect i,·e ly. I ha,·e 
kept the Regions in fo rmed about ou r proposals. 

You will see from the Bill t!ut the Act, if 
passed by this Parliament, " ·ill only come into 
force on a day which [ appoint by order. It 
would not be des irab le to appoint such a day 
until the Regula tions are also ready fo r enact
ment. \\'hen these Regulations come in to 
effect they "·ill cancel all cxp!os i,·cs facilities 
granted under tl1e old regula tions and gi,·e a 
period of time. probably up to six mont hs. 
within \\"hich all persons hold ing explos i,·es 
will be required to re-register under this Act 
and its Regulations. ,.. 

This is extremely irnpurunt so <IS to tighten 
control because it is kno\\·n that many places at 
present licensed for storage of explos ives are 
entirely unsuitable. Further, regular returns 
stating the explosives in the possession of such 
people are not being made and th is prevents 
comprehensive and reliable statistics becoming 
available of the quantities of explosives within 
the country at any one time. 

I commend this Bill to the H ouse and I beg 
to move. 

Minister of State (Alhaji the han. Hashimu 
Adaji) : I beg to second. 

Mr N. E. Elenwa (Ahoada West): If we 
look back about five years ago in this country 
we will find out that a lot has been done by 

people who hide themseh-es under the agencies 
that are licensed to se ll explosives. This Bill 
is ,·cry welcome although it has come a little 
bit late. ;\!any ~op le ha,·e been parading 
themseh-es under the guise of ha ,· ing registered 
premises where explusi,·es are so ld to the 
public. But if one examines it properly, one 
sees that some of them remain for man y years 
without getting themselves registered. 

There was a case sometime ago in Port 
H arcourt where many big busin essmen had to 
smuggle and ha•:e c:-. pl o~i,·es in thei r possess ion 
without being registered. Of course. these men 
were trapped by the Go,·ernment and the law 
took its course. 

I have to praise the :\·[inister for taking this 
step that he has just taken in that explosi,·es or 
any other thing, arc among those ;:hings that 
worry some of our neighbouring nations, the 
African nations, or let me say specifically the 
emergent nations . These things are so scat
tered and some of them so smuggled in that one 
does not know which night an im·ader or 
son1ebody would st rike on the GO\·ernment and 
take over; and so with this Bill coming forward 
and tig htening up the ways and means through 
whi ch explosives come into this country, I 
thi nk there " ·ill be nobody to spring a surprise 
attack on the Go,·ernment. 

!;em ndly, I ha\·e in mind wha t has happened 
to our siste r nations, that is, the .-\frican nations, 
where one hears of successful coup d' etats 
taking place now and then. If these Ia\\" ha,·e 
not come to us, we may find out or ,,·ake up one 
dav to fi nd that the Go,·ernment has been taken 
o,·~r by somebody either through the b:tck door 
or from anywhere else. 

We are grateful to the :\[inister for the 
foresight and we shall be sure that Nigeria, 
as large as we are and with the name we have 
made outside this country, has a stable Govern
ment and has a Government which is being 
headed by people who are very cool headed. 
With our population, I think we shall steam 
ahead and create a place for ourseh·es within the 
African nations. 

In conclusion, I must say that this Bill is 
welcome and we hope that since it is not contro
versial, it will surely have the support of the 
whole House. 

Question put a11<la;;rced to. 
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Bill read a Second time ; immediately con
sidered in Commillee ; reported, v:ithout :l.mend
meut ; read the T hird time and passed . 

Am f oRCE BtLL 

Order f ur S econd Re,1din;; read. 

The Minister of D efence ( . .IJhaj i the hon. 
~[uhammadu Ribadu) : I beg to mo,·e, 

That a Bill for an .-\ ct to make pro,·ision for 
the establishment, g•wcrnment and discip line 
of the Nigerian .-\.ir Force and of an Air Force 
reserve, and to provide fur orhe r matt~rs 
connected therewith or ancillary the reto, be 
now read a Second time. 
When I add ressed Parliament duri ng the last 

budget session, I outlined those areas in which 
our defences had been senously neglected and 
emphasized that there was n? room f?r leisurely 
e,·olution where a country s secunty IS con
cerned. \.Vith this in mind , [ ha,·e constantly 
striven to pursue with vigour our main objective 
-the transfo rmation of our .-\rmed Forces 
froi"J the colonial to a modern well-equipped 
force willing and able to serve the :\at ion. 

To achic\·e this we are ha,·ing to face the dua~ 
task of not only breaking new grour;d but also a t 
providing buttresses to the weak tabnc of our 
colonial heritage. 

.-\ n cntirclv ne\\· ground is the establishment 
of a ).;i cre ria:-1 :\ir F.un:c. I .. L1 ~:.:.n: th lt ~on . 
:\ lembe~s are aware of the im!Jnrtance of an 
.-\.ir force to the defence of a so,·e reig~l nation. 
Without it any de,·elopr:nent in other_ fi_elds 

1 
a: 

defence would be lop-s1ded and !t ~~ for t.11> 
reason-the need to pro,· ide :\i ~er ia with a 
balanced mobile and effec ti,·e defence-th!!_t 
this Bill is being introduced to this honourable 
House. 

Part I of the Bill provides for the establish
ment of the :1\ igerian Air Force for the defe~ce 
of the Federal Republic by .\1r. In hne w_!!h 
the Armv and the ~avy, the .-\.ir Force, whtch 
is a disciplined force, ~s not to form part of 
the Federal Public Servtce ot the Federation . 

Part II of the Bill prcscnoes the establish
ment of an Air Council, which will be respon
sible under my general authority for matters 
relating to command, discipline and _adminis
tration of the Air Force. The operatiOnal use 
of the .-\.ir Force is vested in the Commander 
of the Air Force, subject to O\'erall direction 

by the Council of :\ linisters o.r the Prime 
:\ linistcr as the case may be. 'The es tabhsh
ment of an .-\. ir Council is in line with the 
establishment of the l\'avy Board and the 
.-\. rmv Council which perform similar functions 
for the l\igcr ian :\'a,·y and the ::\ige rian Army 
rcspecti ,·ely. In this, as we ll as in other pr~
,·isions of the f3 ill, the aim is to rnatntatn um
formity as far as possible between it and the 
corresponding legislat io n for the Army and 
the :\avy. 

Part I [ [ of the Bill deals with the admin is
tration and go\·ernment of the Ai r Force. It 
lays do\\·n the procedure for the appointment 
of officers and stipulates that the Pres1dent 
may make regulations rt~garding the c~m
missioni ng of officers, the1r terms of serv1c7, 
promotion , ret irement, et _cetera. In . this 
section also the terms of enl1stment are g1ven, 
i!lcludincr t l~e number of years an airman may 
sen·e in ~he air force. Finally, this part of the 
Bill makes the ~Iilitary Pensions Act applicable 
to members of the :\igerian Air Fore e. 

P<1rt I\' of the Bill deals with discipline, 
and the trial and punishment of Air Force 
offences. The otfences include cowardice, 
treachery and mutiny. The ~ourt ?viartial 
procedure is to ensure that the mterests of an 
accused person are fully protected according 
to the rule of law. In the last resort, appeals 
can be made to the Supreme Court ; this 
provision is contained in Part V of the Bill 
"·hich alsn spells out the procedure to be 
adopted in r':1ak ing such appeals . 

Part \"[ of the Bill gives autho rity for regula
tions to be made governing the pay, allowances 
and other emoluments of members of the Air 
Force. Part \'II of the Bill contains mis
cellaneous provisions such as exemption of 
Air Force personnel and equipment from tolls, 
the arrest and punishment of deserters. 

Part VI II of the Bill relates to the Air Force 
reserve. It is normal practice for service men 
who have completed thei r regu lar service to be 
assigned to a reserve force. This ensur~s that 
there is available a trained and expenenced 
bodv of men who can be called up for service as 
the national interest cl!ctates. This part of the 
Bill provides for the regular training of such 
reservists and lavs down that they may be 
called up in war time or during any emergency. 

Part IX of the Bill contains clauses relating 
to ,,·ills and the distribution of property. 
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The 1\igerian Air Force, when full y 

established, "·ould be fully combatant and 
would not onh- pro,·ide a dire need for our 
armed forces'- mobi lity but \\ ould also be 
capable of air to air and air to ground dd~nce. 
for reasons of security [ cannot here d tsd osc 
the squadron formations cnvis:1ged ; nor can 
I disclose the location of the ,·an ous un1ts to be 
established. I am sure, howc,·cr, that~ !embers 
will belic,·e me when I say that "·ith the 
establishment of an Air Force, this year mll be 
a leap year in the right direction for the 

rises to propose it, :\[embers frqm ~~~ides of _ 
the House " ·ill support tt. I commend the 
l.lill to the House and I beg to move. 

The Minister of Finance : In rising_ to 
sccon,t this \3ill I would like to . assoctate 

· nwself \\·ith all that my hon. Fnend. and 
Colleague, the :'llinister of Defence has sate! . 

defence of :\igeria. 

I cannot close without making mention of 
our deep gratitude to the Go,·er~me nt ot the 
f ederal Republic of Germany_ tor pron_<~,n ~ 
us with assistance in the estab lt shment ot our 
Air Force. The\· ha,·e not onh· otfcred to 
train most of o'ur .-\ir Force personnel. 1n 
G erman,· but have also undertaken the tra1 nt ng 
of ~igerian cadets and other ranks of the .-\1r 
Force within '1\ igeria. The German Go,·crn 
ment has also kindlY offered us appropna te 
equipment on faYourab le terms, and I am sure 
!\[embers will join me tn expressmg om 
aratitude for this considerable assistance. 

_.., I should perhaps exp lain. ho\\·e,·er. tha t 
German aid in this connectiOn ts lt m1ted to 
ad,·ice , training, and asistance in the purci1ase 
of equ ipment. l'nlike the olde r establtshcd 
Armed Forces-the :\,n·y and the .-\rm'·-:the 
Pi igerian .-\ir Fo_~ce :'·ill, from the bcgmn1ng, 
be completely l\ 1gen an ~·t ?nly tn name b_ut 
also in personnel. There Wlll be no need to r 
the secondment of expatriate staff and therefo re 
no problem of N igerianisation . 

Our initial training requirements to achie,·e 
this objective are considerable and we ha,·e 
had to seek training facilities from other 
countries in the first instance in o r c~e r to 
supplement our efforts both wit!1in :\tgena 
and in Germany. We are thereto re gratc ~ul 
to the Governments of Canada, Etluopta, 
India the 'United States of America and 
Pakis~an for generously offering us air. force 
training facilities in their countries. It ts our 
intention within the next two or three years, 
to be in' a position to train loc~lly all our 
personnel requirements for the Atr. ~orce in 
iine with our general policy on tratntng and 
equipment for the Nigerian Armed Forces. 

This Bill is straight forward and non
contentious, and I hope that when the Speaker 

\ \'e the people of this coun~ry mu_st be 
grateful to God for prov1d1ng us wlth a ;\ltntster 
of Defence of such stature-

Mr W. 0. Briggs (Degema): Is it necessary 
to say all that ? 

The Minister of Finance : It is necessary 
to sa,· it. l f the :\!ember for Degema (cVlr 
Bri<ws) docs not want to hear tt he can go an 
die "\',ecause he \\·ill cont inue to hear thts fo 
m;~ny ,-ears in th is House until he goes to ht 
master aga in . 

In all ~-ountries people are ver~ s~ lecti,·e abou 
their choice of their Defence i.\l1msters becaus 
a lot rests on him. He can make and u~make 
especially if one gi,·es the Army or the l\ayy o 
the .-\ir Force to a b~d type of _person who h j 
lust for power. :\ot only ts our pre~enJ 
i\ I inister of Defence a man of stature, \\ elll 
born and well-bred, but he is also a man wh 
has power but " ·an_ts to make use of such powe 
only for the beneht of mankmd. . 

~!r Briggs : I hope there is no duplicatio ~ 
of title. 

The Minister of Finance : \Vhat is the ho~ 
:.VIember still in the Action Gr?up for ? l-11 
has sold not only himself but hts coat and htl 
conscience. j 

An uncle of mine once said that. if s~mebodl 
wants to praise him he should pratse htm whe~. 
he is alive and in his presence ~nd n~t when h 
is dead. Piot many people m thts count 1 
know why we have a stable Fe_deral Gover!11 
ment and it is necessary to say tt. People a~ 
responsible for the stability of our Governme~ 
and I put the ?vlinister of Defence as numb 1 
one of such people. 

Mr Briggs : On a point of order, ~ ~o n 
know if this speech is a toast _of the !"!truster 
Defence. The Minister of Fmance ts suppos 
to second the Airways Bill. If he. w~nts . 
praise the Minister 0 ~ Def~nce he can mvtte ht 
to his house and pratse him there. 
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The Minister c f Justice: On a point of TheMinis terofCommerceandlndustrv 
info rmation,_ " ·e h;n·e no Ain1·ays Bill before us. Omimi, I am not a\rare of that, you know ? • 
\\'c only ha\·e the -_-\ ir- Force 'Bill. The:' Minister of Finance : I kno\v that 

Mr Briggs : l ...-ept that co rrection, but the 
:\ tto rney- G ~n~r:1! 1s makmg too much fuss on 
too little things. 

The Minister of Finance : The :\ttornev
Gcneral \\·ants to show that while la"·ye rs a·rt: 
lawvcrs som~ art: l\.uye !wye la\\·yers. 

The Minister of Commerce and Indus
try : On a po int of order, what is Kuye lwye 
lawyer ? 

The Minister of Finance: :'lfr Briggs is an 
example of Kuye huye lawyers. 

The ~!ember for Degema (.\lr Bni;gs) may 
not like to hear what I am sa\·ing, but I am 
savin rr this on the floor of this House as one 
wi1o, for ten yectrs has, been associated " ·ith the 
~I ini s te r of Def,·nce in running the Government 
of this F~LL ra: io n . 

Mr Briggs : But it is a co llecti,·e responsi
bili t•: . 

The :\Iinist ':! r of Finance : It is a collec ti,·t: 
responsihi lit,. but because the ~!embe r for 
De<>e m<l "·iil ne,·er be a ~Iinister he will not 
kn;x \\·h ~H it rneans. .-\lthoug~1 i ~ i :l ~ ~o lkc t i ,·e 
responsi bility :cct somebody must be respon
sible for putti ng it fonmrd to his collear;ues. 
At one r: :::c ? C'l~ that are now_ \\·ell known tn 
thi~ counrn· "·e11t out to look fo r god tathers 
else\\·h-;: re ,;·ith a view to sub,·erting t! :e consti
tuted autho ri tv of this countrv when \\·e had a 
plan for the de,·elopment of the country. It is 
necessary for ou r people to know the facts ot 
this matter. \\'e were in danger-

Mr Briggs : Sit down, my Friend. 

The Minister of Finance : Even when the 
master of the :\!ember for Degema (.l!r B riggs) 
was here he could not tell me to sit clown, 
much less a small man like him who is a man 
of no consequence. 

Mr Briggs : The Minister of Finance !las a 
shoe factory ; therefore he has consequence l 

The Minister of Finance : But the Member 
for Degema is a stevedoring contractor ; he is 
not a lJwyer. He is a yeye lawyer. 

hccat!SC people brough t his stevedoring contract 
for me t'l see, and he cannot deny that. \Vhen 
a b\\-ver starts doing stevedoring work then, 
"·e ali' know that he is out of practice. 

It is necessar•; for~ !embers to know this, and 
I think ~!emb-ers kno-.v that at one time \\'C 

" ·ere threatened by peopl.: who were selected 
to go out of l\ igeria to look for god fathers to 
o\·erthrow the constituted authority of this 
countrY. \Vhilst "·e "·ere making our de ,·elop
ment programme and looking for finances to 
de,·e lop our economy and raise the standard of 
living of our people those people wer-:: plannin~ 
to u\·erthrow the Governmen t and were 
caus i n ~ confusion in :\igeria. 

It was at that time that statements \\·ere made 
outside :\igeria that :\igeria was big for nothing. 
The ~Iinister of Defence tnok the challenge 
and said that if anybody thought that :\igeria 
\\·as big fo r nothing. :\igeria would reply on 
land, on sea .. ~nd in the air. To-day, it_ is no 
more a dream. £,·en befo re this Rill is presen
ted to the House, :\igerian boys h;we started 
to gro\\" ,,·ings in the air . 

The Minister of Defence (Alhaji the hon . 
:'IIuhammadu Ribaclu) : On a point of informa
tion , I want to show the ~linister of Finance 
the progress of the :\igerian boys in Canada. 

(A pamphlet zms passed to the i\1inister of 
Finance.) 

The Minister of Finance : With vour 
permission , !\Ir Speaker, I lay it on the Table of 
the House. 

When we hear now of some marriage of 
convenience and friendship, it is because the 
Minister of Defence has replied that nobody in 
Africa for that matter can threaten Nigeria. We 
have the Army which, with its modern equip
ment, is second to none. 

When the Minister of Defence wants to do a 
thing he does it in a big and proper way. When 
he stands on the Floor of this House to tell the 
nation that Nigeria has now got an Air Force 
that we can be prouci of, I think it is a matter of 
general pride for all of us. That is why I feel 
proud that we have got somebody who is a pride 
to all of us. All of us in the Council of 
Ministers give him the greatest respect as 
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number one amongst us. We respect him 
becat•se of h1s magnanimitv, his broadminded-
ness and his abilitv. · 

-~r W. 0. Brig~s (Degema) : · Speaking 
quite senously on thts Bill and in spite of the 
effuston of the Minister of Finance, I think this 
Bill is a good one. An .-\ir Force fo r ::\igeria is 
bound to come some time and it is no t too much 
of a credit for any \l inistc r of Defence 11·ho 
proposes it. .-\ny Mi nister of Defcnc-: who 
does not propose a Bill like this is nnt worth 
his salt at all. So that it is not a credit to 
anybody, it is a credit to the Go,·ernment and 
the peo ple. I f the ;\Iin ister of Defence 
proposes it no w, he is doing what he should 
have done. It is his duty and he is pa id for it. 
.-\s a matter of fact, it has come too late. The 
Minister of D efen ce should ha1·e proposed it a 
long tune ago. 

Mr W. 0. I3riggs (Dt:gcma): The :\linister 
of Defence is your god-father. 

The Minister of Finance : What is 11-roncr 
in that ? Peop le who hcl\·e no crod-fathers ar~ 
fathe rless . "' 

Mr Briggs : On a poin t of order. ever since 
11·as born I was to ld that m v father is mv 

fat her. r ha l·e ne,·er had two ' fathers at ali. 
l have ne1·er on one occasion answered to the 
name of "Okotie-Eboh" and on · anothe r 
occasion, ans 11·cred to '"Okotie Edah" 

Th~ l':'.Iinister of Commerce and Industry 
(.-\lhap Zann a the hon. Bukar Dipcharima) : 
Everybody knows that' Briggs ' is not a ::\igerian 
n ~ll nt! . 

M~ Briggs : That has not1ling to do with 
what IS on the Floor. 

The Ministe r of Finance : I would not 
descend to the Je,·el of a slave bov who is 
hea ring his maste r's name like the :\!ember for 
Degema (.\lr Br~!{gs) . Everybody knows his 
background 11·hat he is. 

The fact o f the case is that we ha1·e a countrv 
that people look fo rward to as number one 
country in Africa and we do not want to be a 
bi g countrY of no su bstance. We cannot be a 
country of substance if we are not economicallv 
and politically stable and we cannot assist othe.r 
people if we have nothing to offer. There is 
nothing we can offer unless we are sure of our 
own security and 11·ith the estab li shment of a 
good Army and i\"a•-y and Air Force-

Mr Briggs : And rocket. 

__ Th~ _Minister of Finance : I suppose 
:-.; •gena IS a member of the Atomic Research 
Institute. It is a pity that your god-father 
has nowhere to bomb. 

Speaking quite seriously, we are verv grateful 
to the :VIinister of Defence for what he. has done 
fo ~ .rhe defence and security of the teeming 
mdhons of the people of this countrv and for 
making other countries realise that whiie :-Jicreria 
is quiet, unassuming and unprovocative in"' our 
dc:ding ~~·i t h nth f.'r ~cnpl e . we are fnlh· prepared 
i O meet torce With ton:e tf any devil attempts to 
come to our door to meddle with our atfairs. 

E1·er since the Addis Ababa Confen:nce 
when the African nations vouched to defend 
thetmek es if any Afncan country IS fig hting 
for Independence, I spoke to the! :\lmtster of 
Defen ce_ and said that that 11·as a signa l and 
we should arm ourselves. I sa1· this because 
!t mean~ interference in other p~o ples affairs ; 
It means mterference in the a!t"a irs of European 
countnes hke Portugal, and c1·en South 
Africa. 

So, this count ry , like am· other counrrv 
must arm itse lf properly. The :\linister toid 
me on that occasion that steps were bei:w 
taken in that direction. So, this does n~~ 
come to me as a surprise at all. It 11·ould not 
be doing credit to him if I have to praise him 
too much because it would appear as if he did 
no: know what he_o~ght to do. He is precisely 
domg what any Mm1ster of D efen ce ought to do. 

This is a welcome Bill and it is non-contro
versial. Everybody must agree 11·ith it and 
everybody must vote for it. 

I know the Minister of Finance will look for 
every opportunity to propose the toast of his 
god-father in the X.P.C. But that does not 
matter at all. Whatever happens we are in this 
country. I must remind e\·erybody that this 
country belongs to everyone of us. ·It does not 
belong exclusively to the N.P.C. It does not 
belong to the XC.K.C. and it does not bclon cr 
to the Action Group. \Ve are in this countr~ 
for goo_d or for ill. If we are going to sink \1·e 
sha!l ~mk together, if it is the question of 
penshmg, we shall all perish tog-ether and if 
we are going to be sa1·cd, we ' sha ll all be 
saYed together. 
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~obody should point an accusing _finger at recommendation be fore they are gi1·en cmplo,·
anybody at all. .-\fte r all, I know of a political ment in this country-[ become... infuri:ued . 
party which was training people in military It will be a sad day for 1\igeria whe n emp Jo,·
tacti cs in the {j nited Arab Republic and other ment in this country is no longer based on 
plac<!s, but because the people who know that merit, but on the intluence of im.,...tant men. 
such things are happening are not in power, Certainly, it will be a cal amit~:. We shall 
nobody is a•ocused and nobody is charged. condemn this practice on t h~ f loo r of this 
It was common knowledge to some of us any national Parliament without reservation. 
w~y. People should be employed into our pu blic 

The reason 11·hy 11-e are rejoicing this after- scn·ice strictl y on their merit and not through 
noo n is that this Bil~ is proposed at all. But the influence of an vbod 1·. Th~ perso n who is 
to praise, as I said, the Minister of Defence too struggling to stop .this .type of prac tice is the 
much for introducing a Bill that he ought to :\[inister in -charge of the .-\irfo rce. I must 
ha ,·e introduced, r think is no credit to him. say this so that people may kno 11· more about 

this Gentleman . In him, the :\orth is secure, 
in him, the East and the \\"es t are secure. 
\\"e ha 1·e only go t to place our case squarely 
be fore him and j usti ce 11·ill preuil. 

I beg to support. 

Minister of State (Dr the hon. K. 0. 
:\Ibadi11·e) : I rise to associate mysel f with the 
sentiments expressed by the hon. :\linister of 
Finance on this particular Bill. 

I am inspired to speak this afternoon because 
the re:tson to do is e1· ident. I bel ieve in this 
country. I bdi<!l · ~ in e1·ery inch of the destiny 
of ::\ige ria. But i\"igeria cannot fulfil its 
object ive destiny without a man 11·ho thinks 
beyond his own Regional bounda ries . a man 
who thinks that the seat he is occupying in 
this hono urabl~ House belongs to Nigeria, 
and not to any particular area. Those who 
think in this wav a r~ rhose I call the cemente rs 
of the new Republic of Nig~ ria. These are 
the type of pe0ple upon whom we can entrust 
our Air Force and militarv ~en·ices because not 
all men are able to exercis~ this ominous power. 

Yes terda1· the Premier of the l\orth spoke 
about the ~nity of this country and his speech 
reflects the spirit of 1964. Earlier on, both 
the President of the Republic and the Prime 
:VIinister of the Federation have appealed to 
the citizens of Nigeria to think about Nigeria 
as one entitY and as an indivisible country. 
They appeaied to Nigerians to think less in 
terms of the North, the East, the West and 
the Mid-West but to think solidly of one 
);igeria. 

To-day, I find a personality who has been 
charged with a responsibility and who thinks 
in that stvle and in that way. He is the hon. 
:\-linister of Defence (Aihaji the hon. Muham
madu Ribadu). He is a Nigerian from every 
considerable point of view. 

I have alwavs said that when people come 
tu me co r l ctte ~s of recommendation-they say 
rhcn they ha1·e been ad vised to ge t a :\linister's 

An hon. Member: What abo ut \lid -West : 

Dr Mbadiwe : With Omimi Ejo, when he 
frowns his face, we get more than we ought 
to get. The! :.Hid-\\"est is secure. Th is 
country needs a ::\ige rian personalitv 11·ho 
is serious I ha1·e no cause to tl atter am· man. 
I tel l people 11·here they go off and· where 
the1· get in. I ha1·e no apo log~· to make for 
being a ~igcrian and l ha1·e neve r made it in 
an1· thea tre in the 11·orld. \ \" hen a thing is 
goo ..!, it is .good . I shall acclaim it and l shall 
announce it ti me and again. so that others can 
learn to be straight. It is good to be straight. 
It pays to be one and united. 

I ha1·e always said that the r~ arc so me men 
in this countn:· about four or fi n : of them who 
make me hap.py when I look around and see 
that thev are still existing. There tn;lY be 
t ro ubl es." and things unu~ual may dev.elop, 
but the thought that they are living, makes 
me feel secure that when thev act things will 
be normal in the interest of t.his grea t ~a tio n. 

The plan which has been made for improving 
our Airforce is conducive to our interest in 
every respect. Arrangements have been made 
for our people to train at the best schools and 
this points to their efficiency and foresight. 
\Ve do not want a mediocre ::\a1-y or Airforce. 
There are plans to train our men in the land 
of the masters. Our men must go to the 
masters' fountain and drink from there and 
that is what has been done and planned for this 
country . 
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-(DR :\BAorm':] -------- ------ -- -- Let - me say thi sc Some people - talk of 
\ rhcn we talk about individual personality, flattery, and so on. I must gi1·e one instance. 

it is through indi1·idual perso nality that a \Vhen 11·e took 01·e r our army from our colon ial 
nation can be redeemed. God told the people masters, if the :\Iinistt ..,J f Defence had no 
of Sodom and Gomorah that if they could weight, and if he lud not been a :\Iinister of 
pro<Jucc ten or more faithfuls, He would not substance, he could not have transfo rmed our 
destroy their city. That figu re has b"een army within such a short space of time. 
reduced and to-day, one or t11·o people can \Vhen we titled him "po11·er of po11·ers", it was 
lead a nation and I am 1·ery happy. I am not for amusement. Ho1•: many :\I inisters 
confident in the progress of this cou ntry. I have earned the title of "power of powers" ? 
am also enthralled by its greatness, but the It is one and one on ly, and that is the i\Iinister 
men who are ruling it and 11·ho will in future, of Defence; that title has ne1•er been dup licated. 
rule it, must po»ess the power to look ueyo nd His weight is felt slowly but su rely; he is slow 
any regional boundary. but determined. He is a tim ber of timbers. 

We haYe inherited a great situation and 
gradually 11·e have transfo rmed a cnlonial army 
into a new ::\igerian army. It was not an easy 
operation. The :\Iinister doe~ not depend on 
the accumulation of files on his table. He 
knows 11·here he is going. \\'hen people 
compose and write many sentences, two 
sentences in red ink are sufficient for him. 

\\'hen a ;:\ortherner is good, he is good for 
:\"igeria ; when an Easterner is good, he is 
equally good for :\"igeria; when a Westerner is 
good, he is good for this country and when a 
:\Iid-\Vesterner is good, he is also good fo r 
the count ry . Let us not see indi1·iduals in 
their own context but in the context of this 
great nation. 

\ rhen I read the papers and observe that 
some 1nitcrs and authors try to ridicule certain 
aspects of our life, I often tell myself that they 
are not judges. Our own authors and writers 
should write and tell the critics that 11·e in th is 
country kno11· where we are going. \Ve 
know where we are going to, because we are 
confident that there are people 11·ho can pilot 
our ship of state to safety. 

This Bill commends itself to all sides of the 
House because the creation of Air Force is a 
step forward and the activities of the Air 
Force itself must be directed towards the 
genuine interest of the people of Nigeria. 
I wan t to see :\"igerians dressed in their smart 
uniforms. 

During the colonial days the Air Force men 
wore khak i uniforms and their marching was 
brisk but not smart and determined. What 
has the Minister of Defence not done? In 
less than two years that he took over, the 
:\ Iiniste r of Defence has introduced a smarter 
uniform and those who witnessed the Republi
can celebration and compared it with that of the 
Independence celebration must have seen 
something dynamic and something that por
trays objective determination. The guns were 
booming and 11·hen those cannons went off, 
they went off with a bang and everything was 
fasc inating to look at. 

How many expatriates had we in the army 
when 11·e took o1·cr : Ho11· mam· arc left 
to-day ? Is that not a ~ reat acl{ie,·ement? 
It is a very great one and it is done 11·ithout anv 
ostentation and 11·ithout anv demonstration. 
These are the things which e:t rn a man a great 
name. He can remain in silence. but his work 
will dig him out. 

\Vith such men around 11·e shou ld be con
fident of the fu ture. I am ne1·er in doubt 
as to 11·here this country is ~oing. :\igeria is a 
match fo r any nation in the 11·o rld, let that 
be known now. \Ve mav be silent in our 
corners, but if there is anything which tends to 
diminish the authority and the prestige of this 
country, we shall rise from our various corners 
and say no. 

So, I am full of pride to-day that a person 
who should present this Bill-a Bill which 
aims at the unification of this country, not one 
section of it, a Bill that no one can use to 
oppress others, a Bill that is in good hands
is no other than the present Minister of Defence. 
And we are proud of the Prime Minister in 
whose Government we are happy to serve
the Abubakarian Government. With the Pre
sident of the Republic, the Prime Minister of 
N igeria, the cementers of time and destiny and 
with the Premiers in their various theatres, I am 
confident of the future. I am also confident of 
the march, I am so confident of the progress 
of this great nation. 
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I beg"'Kl support. 

Mr B~ N. Ukegbu (011·erri South East) : 
It affords me great pleasure to contribute to the 
debate on this Bill. I have heard the :\Iember 
for Degema (Jfr Briggs) say that it was no use 
showering praises on the :'.-I_m_1ster of Defence 
for introducing a B1\l 11'h1ch It IS h1s duty to do. 
But there ha1 e been talk in the country that 
there 11·as no necessitv for establishing an air 
force in the face of the. gigantic economic battle 
we are facing. 

An hon. Member: \Vhat part of the country? 

Mr Ukegbu : Yes, there was such talk. 
:\ow, I 11·a1~t to dwell a bit on the matter_ of 
financing defence as •opposed to financm_g 
economic de1·clopmcnt. It IS true that th1s 
countrv has no terr itorial ambitions, th?t we_ are 
a peace-loving nat ion ai1LI, that theretore, 1t 1s 
possible, and it wi ll have some rea~on to support 
it to araue that an1· monev wh1ch we would 
spend ~n defence: 01~ acq':'iring aircraft , 
fighting ships a•Jd expcns1ve mtlttary e~u lpt;Je nt 
cou lcl better be spe:H on th e economiC sphere. 
It is possible to say this ami to say tt m~h good_ 
reason indeeJ. but as the hon. :'. I1mster ?I 
Finance said in his htst Budget speech, event m 
this part of .-\ frica had compelle~ the Go,·ern
ment to recast its order of pnonttes and to pay 
some attention to matters of internal and 
external security. 

I am of the opinion that in spending money 
on defence, the sector on which we should 
lay maximW1t emphasis is . the air force and I 
say this with a reason. \\ e_ all know that our 
army is not ,·ery h1ghly equ1pped and that t~e 
cost of the military equipment nowadays ~s 
so high that e1·en if we spent our whole expendt
ture budaet on purchase of equipment, we 
would stillbuy very little. 

Our navy is the embryonal stage_ and we 
cannot afford to buy expensive war shtps at the 
moment. 

It is common knowledge, that especially 
with the performance of our soldiers during the 
Congo crisis, we can rest ~ssured tha~ o~r 
own army is capable of def~ndmg our ter;ttonal 
integrity against any posstb~e foe commg by 
land . But in these days tt Will _not be_ a 
surprise to anyo~e _that ~ small nation wht~h 
has an efficient atr Ioree ts _capable o_f terro~ts
ing if not conquering a btgger natiOn whtch 
has no sufficient air defence. 

I am not havin" anv particul.tr nation in view , 
but if a nation that is powerfully equ ipped in 
the air decided to bomb, say, Lagos and se nd ·
down its bombers which arc equipped with 
po11·erful bombs, it would tcrro ri se us and 
neither our army nor our na1·y would then be 
of any use to us. 

Therefore, if we h;n·e a sufficient air force, 
quantitati1·ely and qualitati,·dy efficient , I a_m 
sure that this country wtll then throw all 1ts 
weight into economic dc,·elopmcnt and rest 
assured that our ter ritorial integrity is ade
quately p rotected . 

It is known that modern air force equipments 
are 1·ery expensive. 13ut here I w~nt to gi1:e 
this advice to the Minister of Detcncc . \'v e 
are not go ing to judge his efficiency or achieve
ment by the number of bomber or fighter pl~nes 
that he is able to obta1n but we are certamly 
going to judge his efficiency and achievement by 
the qualitati ve capacity of the airplanes he can 
buy. 

It is known that in the ad,·anced countries of 
Europe like France, Germany and in America, 
there are many obsolete fighter and bomber 
planes and even though they are there, they 
have been superseded by planes that are 
equipped with all the modern fac ilities that 
aeronautical engineering ha1·e been able to 
produce. l am sure that the :\Im1ster. of 
Defence himself knows that 1t 1s posstble tor, 
say, an 810+_ or :'.IIG:- j2 fighter plane to 
liquidate an a1r force ot abou t twenty obsolete 
fighter planes. 

Therefore, 1 want to emphasise that we 
should be pleased indeed and we shou~d ha1·e 
every reason to congr_atulate or ~rat.se the 
Minister of Defence tf, tn estabhshmg an 
air force, he will pay particular attention to 
quality rather than quantity. 

Another point I would lik~ to p~ace b_efo~e 
the Minister of Defence for h1s constderattOn ts 
that in establishing an air fo rce particular 
attention should be paid to anti-aircraft 
weaponry ; the 1Iini~ tc~ of Defence sh?uld pa_Y 
particular attention to such ~veapons hke ann
ai rcraft rockets and guns whtch would be able 
to protect us from an~ possible enemy aircraft 
that might be sent agamst our country. 
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lunder~tand that there is a squadron or corps 
being esubli;h.:d in Kaduna and that this Army 
co rps is being equipped to fig ht against enemy 
aircraft and that it is going to be a fully mecha
ni~ed squad ron. I understand also that at the 
present moment this squadron is equ ipped 
11·ith anti-aircraft guns which have a range of 
onlv about one thousand feet. It is known 
that if an enemy bomber is allowed to Av into 
vour terri tot·\· and come as near as one tho.usand 
feet, vour anti-aircraft guns \\"ill be of verv 
little ·protection to yo~ and therefore, the 
\ Iinister o t· Defence will be doing a great duty 
if he pays attention to anti-aircraft weapons 
11·hich willl;e capable of detecting and intersect
ing enemy planes either before they enter the 
territo rial confines of :'\igeria or when they shall 
have entered, to check their activities before 
they are able to come to such a low range as to be 
of danger to the citizens of this country. 

Another point that I want t') touch upon
and•! am touching on it in general terms-is the 
question of court-martial in the air force. It is 
prm·ided in a section of this Bill that officers 
and other ranks 11·ill be subject to court-martial, 
and if they have been found guilty they could 
only appea l 11·ith the leave of the Federal 
Supreme Court. In certain grievous offences 
the punishment might take the form of a life 
jail, and 11·l1en an officer has been sentenced to 
life jail. he could not appeal to the Federal 
Sup reme Court as of right. It is stipulated 
that only when death sentence has been passed 
could an officer have the inherent right to 
appeal to the Federal Supreme Court. 

I want the Minister of Defence to consider 
the fact that life jail or a very long term: of 
imprisonment is almost similar in suffering to 
a death sentence and to include that not only in 
a death sentence, but in a sentence invc-h·ing 
a long term of imprisonment, an officer should 
have the right to appeal to the Federal Supreme 
Court. 

Now, on a different note and I am winding 
up, I would like to say-and this has actually 
been suggested by a number of very well
known people, not only Nigerians but ex
patriates as well-that in places like England, 
America and Germany sometimes, there is 
such a thing as national service. People, when 
they re.tch the age of eighteen and leave schools 
and colleges, are called upon to do two year's 

nat ional service and this is used to give them 
military training. They elect to join eith~r the 
:'\a,·y. the Air force or the Army. There, 
they arc gi,·en two years" training without 
being paid big salaries and, therefore, not of 
much expense to the nation. £,·ery citizen , 
whether he has joined the air force or not as a 
caree r, is gi,-en two years ' military training. 

This has the effect of sharpening the loyalty 
of these men at the end of their adolescence 
and it has also the etl"cct oi incukating into 
them a disciplined mind. It has also the etfcct 
of inculcating patriotism in these people. 
Th~refore , if there should arise a need for 
mobilising the forces of the country it will not 
be only those who arc in the .-\.rmy. 

l-ion. \!embers will remember that, in 1941) 
when England \\·as attacked and she was 1·ery 
ill equipped, she depended on her ci,·ilian 
defence. She depended on her abi lity to call 
out e1·ery ab le-bodied man and woman to get 
whatever weapons they could afford to defend 
the integrity of the ir country. 

If as I am here , I h,t,·e not got any military 
trai ning. I am sure if there is war I 11·ill be all 
ton willing to fi~ht for my countrv. But I do 
not know how to do an~-rhing . Therefor~. 
I think that the Go1•emment-and it is onlv 
the Federal Government which is capable o.f 
doing this-will consider the question of 
introducing a two-year , or at least one-year, 
national service into this countrv. .-\. number 
of my expatriate friends have ~uggested that 
in addition to fightin&"'Or preparing to fight a 
potential enemy, we have standing enemies in 
this country, namely, illiteracy, poverty, back
wardness and disease. They say that two years 
national service in economic development, 
eL{ucation, the Air-Force and the Army. 

Several bon. Members : Aye ! Aye ! 

Mr Ukegbu : I am sure that I have been 
able t<' drive these few points home, and I 
lea1·e them to the Government to give whatever 
consideration they think is due to them. 

Shettima Ali Monguno : It is appropriate 
that we should shower praises where praises 
are due. \Ve cannot help criticising certain 
:\!embers of the Government for doing what, 
in our opinion, they should not have done. 
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[ ca nnot help disagreeing with the :\!ember for 
Dcgema (Mr Briggs) that people shoukl nc>t be 
p rai s~d individually but rather col lcct i,·e lv. 
\\"hen he was chosen by a political party a~· a 
~hadow Cabinet Minister, we thought tltat it 
11·as because he deserved that Shadow :\Iiniste
rial appointment. 

In supporting the Second Reading of the 
Bill before the House, I therefore see it fit and 
appropriate too to thank not only the \ l inistcr 
of Defence, but also the entire sta rf of his 
\linistry whose efforts colle<.: tively produced 
the very lengthy and yet very, Yery essential 
Bil l now before us. It is timdy because we 
do not think in terms of 1\igeria in this age, 
11·c think in terms of Africa and we think also 
in terms of the world that we live in. 

The establishment of an Air Force in a vast 
country like l'<igeria, though expensive, is 
essential. C ntil about a year ago, those of us 
:\[embers who tra1·elled from the 1\onh to the 
South when summoned very hurriedly because 
there was trouble in the country brought 
abou t by people who have no respect whatso
e,·er for law, noticed on our wav how difficult 
it was to mob ilise a Force in" this country. 
\ \"e saw so ldiers travelling under all sorts of 
conditions southwards from the far 1\orth 
in order to be mobilised with a view to saving 
the en tire nation from a calami tv which threaten-
ed this co untry. · 

In my personal opinion, the \ [inister 
desen·es special praise since the Air Force 
such as we are proposing to establish will be 
useful not only to Nigeria but also to our 
neighbouring countries, particularly to those 
countries which are, unfortunatelv, not as 
better off as we are. I can assure hon. Mem
bers that this country commands gre~ t respect 
abroad, and a good number of African coun
tries look to Nigeria for leadership. \Ve 
cannot stand aloof and just look at others who 
are less fortunate. If we would like to be assisted 
by those who are more fortunate than ourselves, 
then we should also be prepared to assist 
others who require our assistance. 

I need not speak at length because those 
who have spoken before me have almost said 
everything that I was to say, and I am only 
adding my own voice so that it can be recorded 

that those of us \!embers who st rongly 
belic,·e. that there is a need for the estableh
mcnt of an Air force in this country do we lcome 
this Bill. 

Qtlt!!tion P"l and agreed to. 

Bill read a S econd time and immediately 
considered in Committee. 

AIR FoRcE BILL: Co~smmED 

1:-< Co:-.nnrrEE 

Clause.< 1-77-ordered to stand part of the Rill. 

Clause 78-(POWER TO ARREST 0FfoE:-iDER5) . 

The Minister of Defence : I beg to mo,·e 
an .-\.mendment-

Clause 78, page C335, line +3, after 
"officer" insert "J.irman" . 

The word " airman", which has been omitted 
inad1·en ently in the course of printinoo, is to 
be inserted as indicated. "' 

Cnder this Clause as amended, an airman. 
like the others enumerated in the Clause, will 
be able to effect an arrest on an officer of the 
.-\.ir Force, when such airman is acting under 
the authority of a provost officer. 

Question, That the fcord proposed to be inserted 
be there inserted, put and a!{reed to. 

Clause 78, as amend~d,-ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 

Clauses 79- 108-ordered to sta!ld par!. of the 
Bil!. 

Clazw·e 109-(RE\"IEW OF SU:\1:\IAR Y FJ :\DI:"'C3 

.1:\D .-\..RD:i). 

The Minister of Defence : I beg to mo1·e 
an .-\mendment to Clause I 09--

Clause 109, page C3+8, line 21, delete 
'"~entence of a court martial" anrl substitllle 
"award". 

This clause deals with summary punishments 
awarded by commanding officers usuallv 
referred to as "award"' and not a "sentence of 
a court martial" . 

Clause 109, page C348, line 23, delete 
" by the court martial" 

The Amendment here follows the last one 
and is based on the same principle. It is the 
summary award by a commanding officer that 
is intended and not a punishment bv "the 
court martial". By deleting the words indi
cated, the clause will show the correct intention. 

I beg to move. 

(1+3) 
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Question, That the ~•·ords proposed to be left In some secondary schools in the country a 
out be left out, put and agreed to. .. · sort of military training if being introduced, 

- ·· Question, That the zm rd prop0 ,.; 1j to be and that has been a way to prepare the minds 
inserted be there inserted, put and agreed to. of the youth. The passage of this Bill will in 

#fll Clause lO<J, as ammded-ordered to stand part 
of the Bill. . 

Clauses 1l0-20i- ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 

Clause 208- (l:\TERPRETATWN). 

The Minister of Defence : I rise to move 
an Amendment to this clause-

Clause 208, page C382, line 4+, after "or" 
insert "air" 

The word "air" has been omitted inadver
tently in the course of printing. As amended, 
the definition of "allied forces" now includes 
an Air Force of an all ied country. 

Clause 208, page C3S3, li ne 5, afte r "of" 
insert "any other of the ~igerian forces or" 

The proposed Amendment is designed to 
enable the air council to declare ,,·hich Air 
Force ranks correspond to those of the ~igerian 
Army and Navy, in the same manner as the air 
council can declare Air Force ranks as corres
ponding to ranks in an .-\llied Force. 

I beg to move. 

Question, That the <~ords proposed to be 
inserted be there inserted, put awl agreed to . 

Clause 208 as amended-ordered to stand 
part"r!J the Bill. 

Clause 209-ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Schedules I and II, agreed to. 

Bill reported, with Amendments. 

l'v/otion made and Questio11 proposed, That 
the Bill be now read the third time.-(THE 
!.\III:>i!STER OF D EFENCE). 

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South): I want 
to seize this opportunity to thank the han. 
i\'Iinister of Defence and the entire members of 
the staff of his M inistry for this timely Bill. 
Not only that, I want to say that although this 
Bill is going to be passed and it contains a lot 
of things, the time has now come with the 
passage of the Bill that our youngmen in 
secondary schools should be trained in mind 
to be loyal to the country and volun teer at any 
time to defend this country. 

any way help to reduce this unemployment 
disease in this country, but care must also be 
taken that the recruitment into the Air Force will 
not be confined to only the menfold, but should 
also include the women. Care should be 
taken that conditions of service, although it is 
a disciplined force, are made as palatab le as 
possible so that our youngmen and women 
lca,·ing secondary schools should like to take 
up careers in the Air Force. 

It should not be treated as is the case in the 
Police Force, where it is difficult for the 
secondary school leavers to join because of the 
appalling conditions. The Air Force is not an 
easy place to be in. More especially so is it 
d ifficult to be an air pilot in the air force. 

Th e Minister of Finance : How does the 
ha n. Gentleman know ? vVas he ever in the 
army or the Air Force ? 

l'vlr Ekanem : I fought and was wounded 
ir. Burma as a young man. It is not a question 
of age. It is whether one has the fighting 
spirit, whether one has that love for one's 
fatherland. Some of us volunteered to go to 
fight when the i\Iinister of Finance was a 
manager of a shoe factory. 

The l'vlinister of Finance : Yes, ~ n cl we 
sent you shoes. 

Mr Ekanem : What I am trying to warn 
against is that when we recruit our airmen, it 
should not be what is happening in the army 
or the police force, namely that one is recruited 
because one is an Ibo man or an Hausa man 
or any other tribe. Let not the qualification 
be for an Ibo man to come in and be asked 
"di a.nyi ibiago ?" 

l'v1r 0. 0. Nweke (Ikwo) : On a point of 
order, the hon. Member speaking should not 
pick out the Ibo man in this matter. That is 
imputing improper motives, and it is provoca
tive to the Ibo section of the House. 

An hon. Member : If he provokes you, 
challenge him outside. 

Mr Ekanem: When I use the word Ibo, I do 
not mean to provoke anybody. I am only 
saying it because now for anybody to get any 
employment in this country, that person must 

(1+1) 

----_----:-.:~-....;;:. ==- ~ ·-

Federal Parliament Debates 

[.-l ir Fnrce Bill] 10 j.-\:\l.\1~\- 1% -l- [Air Furce Bill] H26 

either get a letter from a very big man or he a 
brother, sister, cousi n et cetera to a ,·en · bi\{ 
man in the commun ity. So, I am saying th,;t 
\\·hen we are recruiting ou r airmen the thing 
happening in other arms of the sen· icc ::hould 
not be allo,,·ed to happen there. \ \'e do not 
\\·an t to transfer the present disease of triba lism 
in the :.\Iinistries and i)cp~rtme n ts and 
mercantile houses into our new air force. 
It should only be meant to protect this country. 

Further, the passage of this Bill should not 
make the Air Fore.!, when establ ished, a 
ceremonial Air Force. We wan t a striki ng 
force, not a force that " ·ill just come out to Hy 
aeroplanes all over Lagos and go a\\·ay. They 
must be actively engaged against any c,·entua
lity. 

That is the warning that l would like to gi,·e 
to the Go,·ernment. 

Mr A. U. D. Mbah (Owerri ~orth ) : \\"e 
really want to congratulate the 'd ini :;tcr of 
Defence for bringing up this Bill. This Bill 
must be accepted by everybody in this country 
because I personally believe that apart from 
the size and potentialities we ha ,·e in this 
country, ~igeria should be able to com mand 
respect by the amount of power ,,.e po:;sess. 
~ ations are not respected merely because they 
are big or are thickl y popu lated, but becau:;e 
they are powerful. I therefore sincerely sugges t 
to the Minister that the ~ige ria Air Force, as 
my hon . Friend has sa id, should not be merely 
a ceremonial Force ; it should be a striking 
Force, a Force that can retaliate in case this 
country is a~acked . \Ve do not just " ·ant an 
ordinarv Force. I know the i\Iinister is a 
capable. man and I am sure he is going to 
strengthen our Air Force so that it can compete 
with any Air Force in the world. 

The other point is that it may be necessary 
to consider expanding the Air Force in course 
of time because, if we concentrate power so 
much in a particular area, when there is war 
and that area is destroyed, it will be verv 
difficult for us to retaliate. I will suggest th;t 
in course of time the Minister should think in 
terms of decentralising the Force. There is 
heavy concentration in the North where it is 
at the moment. For security reasons, we cannot 
put all our eggs in one basket. I am not saying 
that these things should be done to-day or 
tomorrow, but these are important points that 
should be borne in mind. 

These are the fe" · points I want to make. 

Mr E. C. Akwiwu (Orlu South East) : 
join my Colleagues in congratulating th e 
\[inister for bringing forward this legislation. 
l mav not be an Ex-serviceman, but it does not 
mea~ that a non-~x-serv iceman cannot put in 
a \\·a rc! or two on the Armed Forces. 

l \\·au ld like to make one or two points in 
my appeal to the Minister. First of all , it has 
been said that ~ige ri a's Air Force should not 
be merely a ceremonial Force. I would go 
fu rther to say that e,·en in its ceremonials, it 
should be effective, not like the military esta
bi ishments \re have, say, perhaps, in the 
Eastern Region where even when they come 
out on ceremonial occasions they only run 
around with one or two flutes and a few side 
d rums just like school boys. It is only in Lagos 
and probably Kaduna th;lt we have the military 
force coming out on ceremonial occasions with 
that st riking musical instrument that really 
att racts people. The one we have at Enugu 
e,·en during ceremonial occasions is terribly 
ineffective, most unattractive, and they put 
up very poor show. Schoolboy bands are 
e''en much more effective. Even when we 
\\·ant to be ceremonious, let u:; be effectively 
ceremonious. 

Secondly, I agree with the han. Members 
" ·ho h<1ve suggested that our Forces should be a 
little more evenly spread out. For my part, we 
are not go ing to turn any part of our armed 
forces into a Corporation in which representa
tion must be by Regions or by tribes. By all 
me'~'~ • . open the gate> to all that can contribute 
and do not allow some people to start getting 
the feeling that some are wanted and some are 
not wanted ; or getting into the language of the 
"animal farm" in which we go by the principle 
that all are equal but some are more equal. I 
think that the important thing is that the Air 
Force should not be operated as a Statutory 
Corporation in which a man must have to be 
there because he comes from a certain group. 
Let the door be open to those who have bona 
fide contribution to make towards the advance
ment of the country in that particular sphere. 

Then, the distribution must be a little bit 
more even. In past times, it might well have 
been a sensible strategic argument to say that 
you concentrate them far away from the ports 
so that they cannot be amenable to shelling 
from the sea. But at a time when you have all 
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sorts of gadgets that can be set o il' fro m anv- to evolve a scheme whereby our men - and - . ..! .. 
where to get any target, that a rgument does not \\"Omen who will be recruited into the Air I 
apply with the same force as it could ha,·e Force ~hould be trained in a ll parts of the 
applied in the past. So that , at least, common- wo rld m order to master the svstem ....,·the 
sense and realist ic strategy require that the method adopted by the ,·arious. countries of 1 
d istribution should be fai rl v even and be done the world . ' 
effectively so that even if ·a t ribe from ~orne- [ beg to. support. J 

whe re lets loose some gadge ts, our Armed 
Forces will not be completely destroyed at a Question put and agreed to. \ 
stretch. Bill accordingly read the third time and passed. 

'vVith these suggestions , I do commend the 
Bill and I am sure that like most leoislations \ 
the legislation in itself mav be a ~·onderfui CU$TOMS TARIFF (DUTIES A::-ID EXE:VlPT!ONs) \ \ 
thing but a lot depends 01i the effectiveness, (No . 1) ORDER, 196+ 
the thoroughness and the sincerity with which Customs Tariff (Duties and Exemptiom) 

Federal Parliament Debates 

3+29 [.·ldjoummenl (Si11r Die)) \ 0 J .->.:\'UARY 196+ Adjmlfmn•nl (Sine Die) ) 3+30 

a debate on matters of,.,ital importance to only your question, but others of major 
ou r nation. I would be' glad to meet you importance. 
anywhere and at anv time. 

I would say that the subject you propose 
for a pu blic debate is a \·ery nar row one, and 
I \\·ould therefore \\·ant to suggest a much 
more comprehensi,·e subjec t-· that would 
allo\1· room for debate, especial!\· on crucial 
questions li ke tribali sm in :\"i l!e ria n politics, 
and such like , which might interest us. 

I therefo re suggest th is subject as an 
alternative-'The ;:\igeria we want."' 

I suggest further that the venue should 
be the countrv's T.V. network anywhere in 
:\"igeria- Lagos, Kaduna, Enugu or Ibadan 
-and the time will be mutually ag reed be-
tween us". 

it is administered. ( , . no. 1) Order, 196+ (Le~tal Notice LYo. 1 of 

Mr F. I. Okoronkwo (Aba u rban): Whilst 
supporting this Bill, I have very few observa-
tions to make. · 

196+ ), a copy of 1chich 1cas laid bef ore the H01ue 
on 9th J anuary, confirmed. 

Mr F. C. Ogba1u (Awka :-.iorth) : The 
challenger should not give the subject of the 
debate, but should accept the subject given 

' bv the person he has challenged. otherwise, it 
means that he is giving a subject he is quite 
fami liar with, and we ,,·ill not accept that as a 
challenge any more. 

Mr D. N. Chukwu (Awgu South): I think 
it is a wasre of time of this H ouse for rhe 
challenger to propose a subject like this. He 
must admit that we have doctors, lawye rs 
and professors on this s ide of the House, but 
he is only an opportunis t. To bring a subject 
of this kind on the Floor of the House is to 
waste the precious time of this honourable 
House. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved : That this H ouse do now adjourn 
sine die. 

:\lay I appeal to the Government of the 
F ederation-

Mr P. E. Ekanem (Enyong South}: On a 
point of order, it is provided in the Standing 
Orders that a ~Iember shall speak from his 
seat. The i \lember for Aba U rban (.VIr 
Okoronktco) IS not speakmg from his seat. 

Mr Okoronkwo : I ,,·as appeal ing to the 
Federal Government to make the :\ioeria Air 
Force a striki ng force. Other ~Iembe~s of this 
Parl iament have said the same thino bu t I 
would like the Federal Go,·ernment to=-t·ake this 
into consideration when recruiting members of 
t~is Force. We should also try to train our 
men and women in the Air Force in all the 
countries of the world in order to have an 
important and effective Air Force in Africa, 
because in the past we had limited the training 
of our people in the Army to certain Common
wealth countries. We all knew \\·hat happened 
when Communist China attacked India- it was 
a dep lorable situation that India could not even 
defend herself. When it comes to training the 
men of our Air Force, they should be sent to all 
the countries of the world : the C nited States 
or" America, Great Britain, Germany, Russia 
and Canada. 

These are the countries of the world that 
have a striking Air Force. We should not 
limic the training of our men in the Air Force 
to certain countries or to the former British 
colonial territor ies, or to the l' nited Kingdom 
alone. 

ADJOURNMENT 

l'rlotion made and Question proposed, That 
tillS House do norc adjourn sine die.-(THE 
~l!N!STER OF Ft::-IANCE) . 

P UB LIC D EB.\ TE CHALLE..\iGE 

Alhaji Mohammed Muhtari Sarkin Bai 
(D ambatta): Before this House adjourns , I 
should hke to draw the attention of i\lember of 
this House to a statement made earlier this 
morning by the ~- !ember for Ikeja (:VIr A._O. 
Ogunsanya). The House will recall that I 
challenged all the Professors and Doctors 
on that side of the House to a public debate on 
any matter anywhere, anv time, in N igeria or 
outside the country. · 

Now my hon. Friend has promptly accepted 
my challenge and has suggested that the 
subject should be, "\-Voman must vote and be 
voted for throughout Nigeria." The venue, 
he suggested, should be the Glover Memorial 
Hall, and the time he left to me to decide upon. 
I should like to have it recorded that I have 
just replied to my hon. Friend the l\lember for 
Ikeja (Mr A. 0. Ogunsanya). 

Mr A. 0. Ogunsanya (Ikeja) : Read my 
letter to you before the House. 

Alhaji Muhtari Sarkin Bai : In my 
~eply to Mr Ogunsanya, I said, "I thank you 
lor your prompt reply to my challenge for 

(1+6) 

A1haji Muhtari Sarkin Bai : ~[\· reply 
continues-

" You will agree that the ab~ve subject 
will afford an opportunity to debate, not 

Adjoumed-accordingzy at ten minutes to {it·e 
o'clock. 
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WRl'fTEN ANSWERS-2nd OCfOBER, -1963 
WORKS AND SURVEYS 

Flooding of Roads 
0 .1102. MrS. 0 . Kolade asked the Minister 

of 'vVorks and Surveys, what plans he has to 
prevent any further flooding of our trunk 
roads 'A'. 

The Minister of Works and Surveys : 
The attention of the hon. Member is drawn to 
the Ministerial statement which was given to 
this House on Thursday the 19th of Septem
ber, 1963. 

0.1106. Mr R. 0. A." Akinjide asked 
the Minister of Works and Surveys, what 
steps he is taking to prevent a recurrence of 
the Ikorodu and Abeokuta road floods in 
future. 

The Minister of Works : The attention 
of the hon. i\Iember is drawn to the Ministerial 
statement which wa"s given to this House on -
Thursday the 19th of September, 1963. 

0.113-l. Mr R. N. Muojeke asked the 
l\ linister of \V orks and Surveys, what steps he 
is taking to prevent the recurrence of floods 
along Lagos-Ikorodu and Lagos-Abeokuta 
roads. 

The Minister of Works and Surveys : 
The attent ion of the hon. :VIember is drawn 
to the :'v[in isterial statemen t which was given 
to th is House on Thursday the 19th of Septem
ber, .\ 963. 

Enugu-Abakaliki Road 
0.1098. Mr N. Nwangbo asked the Minister 

of 'vVorks and Survevs, how soon the recon
struction of the En'ugu-Abakaliki road will 
commence. 

The Minister of Works : Funds are not 
avai lable for the reconstruction of the ,whole of 
this road but work will commence shortly on 
rehabilitating and replacing the sub-standard 
bridges. 

Aliade-Jos Road 
0.1109. Mr V. T. Shisha asked the Minister 

of Works and Surveys, why the Aliade-Jos 
trunk road 'A' is not completely tarred. 

The Minister of Works : Owing to limited 
fu nds. it has not been possible yet to tar all 
Federal Trunk roads, and the bes t use has had 
to be made of the funds available. Existing 

traffic does not ye t justify this road being 
given a high priority. ~evertheless, the 
untarred section will be reconstructed and an 
adequate gravel surface pro,-ided which shou ld 
be sufficient until traffic has increased to a 
leve l which would justify tarring. 

COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 
Chemical Industries 

0 .1028. Mr R. N. Muojeke askecl the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry, whether 
he has any plans to establish chemical industries 
so that drugs could be manufactured and sold 
cheaply in the country. 

The Minister of Commerce and Industry: 
Government has no plans to engage in drugs 
manufacture but is aware of a number of 
commercially promoted projects now in being 
or under active consideration for the local 
manufacture of drugs and pharmaceuticals. 

New Industries 

0.1135. Mr S. Nnaji asked the Minister of 
Commerce and Industrv, if he will state how 
many industries have b~en established in this 
country since October 1960, and where :ue 
they sited. 

The Minister of Commerce and Indus
try : Because there is no system of industrial 
licensing in Nigeria the information available 
in my Ministry is not sufficiently comprehensive 
to enable me to give accurately the statistics 
requested. Steps are being taken to prepare a 
register of all industries in Nigeria and I anti
cipate that the information required will be 
published, in the form of an Industrial Direc· 
tory, towards the end of this year. 

0.947. Mr A. A. Odurinde asked the ;\·Iinis
ter of Commerce and Industry if he will state 
the annual average tonnage of Cocoa and Palm 
Kernels exported from Oshun Division in 
Western Nigeria and if he can state how many 
people in that Di,~sion are licensed buying or 
shipping agents. 
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The Minister of Commerce and Indus
try : The hon. Member may be aware that 
by Acts passed in the var ious Regional legis
latures in 195 +, Regional !\[arketing Boards 
were created. In the Western Region, as in 
any other Region, the !\!arketing Board is 
responsible for the purchase of produce for 
export and for matters connected the rewith, 
inclLiding the appointment of licensed buy<ng 
agents. 

I would therefore ad,·ise the Hon. :\[ember 
to direct his question to the Regional Govern
ment :\[arketing Board. 

Publicising Nigeria Products 
0 .914 l\llr D. N. Chukwu asked the :\!inister 

of Commerce and Industry, what efforts he is 
making ab road to advertise goods manufactured 
in :\ige ria. 

The Minister of Commerce and Indus
try : One of the primary objecti,-es of 
encouraging the establ ishment of industries is 
to reduce :\igeria's dependence on overseas 
manufactu rers bv the substitution of locallv 
made articles. (look forward to the day when 
our industries are able, not only to supply the 
needs of our peop le, but to offer a wide range of 
products to export markets. Howe;-e r we ha,-e 
a long way to go before this target is reached. 
\Yith one or two limited exceptions, the le,·el of 
local production is far from adequate to meet 
our domestic requirements at the moment. 

Cottage Industries 

0.905 Mr E. J. Ogunkanmi asked the 
:\!inister of Commerce and Industry, whether 
he has any proposals to establish cottage 
industries in the country, and if he will state 
where they will be located. 

The Minister of Commerce and In
dustry : The establishment of cottage in
dustries is the responsibility of the Regional 
Governments. Federal Government has been 
ab le to assist them in their endeavours by 
providing additional advisory staff in some 
cases and through the medium of the Federal 
Loans Board. 

Processing of Rubber 

0.1014 Mr D. N. Oronsaye asked the 
:\Iinister of Economic Development, whether 
he has any plans for research in rubber 
processing. 

The Minister of Commerce and In
dustry : My Ministry has no special plans 
for research in rubber processing but the 
Federal Institute of Industrial Research is 
ava ilable to offer assistance in this field should 
the need arise. As a matter of fact the Director 
of the Institute has had e~nsive experience in 
Malaya on rubber research and this is at the 
disposal of any perso n interes ted. 

0.1030. Mr D. Senu-Oke asked the !\Iinister 
of Commerce and Industrv, if he will consider, 
in consultation with the ·;\Iinister of Labour 
and Social Welfare, exploring the possibilities 
of establishing industries requiring large labour 
forces in order to help solve the problem of 
acute unemployment in this country. 

The Minister of Commerce and 
Industry : The desirability of encouraging 
the es tab lishment of labour intensive industries 
is fully app reciated and close liaison is main
tained between all i\[inisters of the Federal 
Government and with Regional Governments, 
to ensure that every a,-enue is explored to this 
end. 

Hire Purchase Law 
0 .950. Mr F. C. Ogbalu asked the :VIinister 

of Commerce and Industry, if he will now 
undertake the revision of the Hire Purchase 
law now that the consent of the Regional 
Governments have been obtained. 

The Minister of Commerce and 
Industrv : The Federal Government has 
al ready submitted a draft Bill on Hi re Purchase 
to the Regional Go''~ments for thei r 
comments which are now being awaited. 

INTERNAL AFFAIRS 
Compensation 

0.1093. Mr P. 0. E1eke asked the :VIinister 
of Internal Affairs, how much was paid as 
compensation to the warder who lost two of his 
teeth during the riot at the Broad Street 
Prison, Lagos on the 1st of June, 1963. 

The Minister of Internal Affairs : For 
the information of the hon. Member, there 
was a small disturbance at Broad Street 
Prisons on the 1st of June, 1963. This distur
bance can scarcely be described as a riot. 

No compensation has yet been paid to the 
warder who sustained injuries during the 
disturbance. The :Vlinistry of Labour is 
however considering the matter. 
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The hon. l\Iember will appreciate the 
extreme care required . in calcu lating the 
financ1al va lue of two mtssmg teeth. 

Female Prisone rs 

0:1027. Mr D. Senu-OJ,e asked the 
M1mster of Internal Affairs, if he will state 
?ow many women prisoners are m1rsing babies 
tn pnson and what special provisions he has 
made for their comfort. 

The Minister of Interna l Affairs. : There 
are 66 women prisoners nursin <> babies in 
Federal Female priso ns. "' 

Pregnant women are delivered of their 
babies at government hospitals. 

Al_l nursi_ng babies in the institutions are 
prov1ded With baby cots equipped with mat
~res~es and. mosquitoes nets. Adequate cloth
mg IS p_rov:ded by the Department. Diet for 
the bab1es IS based on the recommenJations of 
the iVIedical Officers who are also responsible 
for their health and welfare. 

ESTABLISHMENTS 

African Staff Housing Scheme 

0.1139. ~ V. L. Lajide asked the :\·Iinister 
of Establishments how much his :VIinistry has 
spent to date on the African Staff Housing 
Scheme, how m.ln'· officta ls have benefited 
from the Scheme, a;1d what steps he is taking 
to make more people take advantage of the 
Sc heme? 

The Minister of Establishments : The 
African Staff Housing Scheme was begu n in 
192+, but it 11·as not unti l April 1960 that my 
M1~1stry assumed responsibili ty for its adminis
tratiOn. 

Betwt!en 1950 and 1960, £805,000 was spent 
on the scheme and since 1960 a further 
£855,000. 

1,530 officers ha,·e received loans under the 
scheme and to enab le this number to be in
creased , a sum of £1 ,830,000 has been voted 
under the Federal Government's 6-Year De,·e
lopment Programme. 

8th JANUARY, 1964 
COMMUNICATIONS 

Postal Service in Degema Division 

~ <?-1143. Mr W. 0 . Briggs asked the 
Mtruster of Communications, wh.:ther he is 
aware that letters, telegrams anrl other postal 
matte_rs posted to Odual area in Degema 
Dtv1s10n have to wait at the Degema Post 
Office and are only c•Jilected once a week and 
transported by means of sl0w-mnving canoe· 
for distribution to Kugbo, Ema~o , Emelego~ 
Adada, Ogboloma, :\minigboko, .-\muroto and 
·htrty or more towns and vilia)(es in the Oclual 
area ; and when will h~ im'i-oduce a much 
faster means of distributing mails to the,;e 
areas. 

The Minister of Commtmications : Of 
all the towns mention~rl in Oclual Area. on ly 
F.mel.:~o ha.• a postal agency. 

Th .. -_ e extstmg mail arrangement between 
Emelego Posral .-\gency and the Controlling 
Depa rtmental office Degema is nne-:: weekly h\· 
Canne ,' Runner. ' • 

It i> the responsibility of the Postal Agent 
or the local community to collect mails at 
~eg;ema ;md my :\ Iinisrry hao no objection to 
mcrea~ed frequency of collection or anv fast~r 
means of collection which the agent- of the 
lo?Il communt ty can provide in cansultation 
wtth rr.e local community. 

Post Office for Buguma 

~<?-1144. Mr W. 0. Briggs asked the 
l\-l tmster of Communication;;, whether he is 
aware that the volume of po,;tal business 
transacted at the Buguma postal agency 
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so metimes far exceeds that done at the Degema African Staff Housing Scheme 
Post Office. and whether he will now conside r 
pro,•id ing Buguma with a full post-office. 0 .1213. Mr V. L. Lajide asked the :\[inister 

of Establishments how much his :\[ in istrv has 
spent to date on the African Staff Ho'using 
Scheme, how many officials have benefitted from 
the Scheme, and 11·hat steps he is taking to 
make more people take ad,·antage of the 
Scheme ? 

The Minister of Communications : .-\ 
Departmental Type N. l Post Office Building 
har. been aporoved for Buguma and the 
necesgary funds have been re l~ased for the 
Project but it. is I'!Ot yet known when the 
building will be completed. 

Telephone Facilities 

•0 .1145. Mr W. 0. Briggs asked the 
:\linister of Communications, when telep hone 
fac ilities wiU be extended to Buguma, Bakana. 
T ombia, Okrika, Bonny, Kugbo and Emelego. 

The Minister of Communications : .-\ 
Similar question was asked by the same hon. 
:\{ember in .-\pril 1960. 

i\ rural call office facility :!lready exists at 
Bonny, and present plans envisage the provision 
of telephone exchanges at Bonny, Buguma and 
Okrika. 

Bakana, Emelego, Kugbo and Tombia are 
also listed for consideration for Telephone 
Service. 

ESTABLISHMENTS 

Prisons Department 

0.1163. Mr J. S. Tarka asked the Minister 
of Establishments, whether Government in
tends to give pay rise and improved service 
conditions to members of the cri.uns De?art
ment. 

The Minister of Establishments : 'G ntil 
Mr Justice Morgan has submitted his Report 
the Go,·emment does not imend to consider any 
alteration in the pay and conditions of sen·ice of 
civil servants. 

The Minister of Esta blishments : The 
.-\ frican Staff Housing Scheme was begun in 
192+, but it was not until April 1960 that m,· 
:\[inistry assumed responsibil ity for its adminis
tration. 

Between 1950 and 1960, £805,000 was spent 
on the Scheme, and since 1960 a furthe r 
£855,000. 

1,530 officers ha,·e received loans unde r the 
Scheme, and to enable this number to be 
increased, a sum of £I ,830,000 has been voted 
under the Federal Government's Six-Year 
Development Programme. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

The Six-Year Development Programme 

•0.1286. Mr S. 0. Ogundipe asked the 
:O.Iinister of Economic Development. if he will 
gi,·e a comprehensive list of the projects he has 
for the Six-Year Development Programme, Jnd 
whether he will make a sta tement on those items 
which have been executed and those which 
have not yet been executed, quoting the value 
of each. 

The Minister of Economic Develop
ment : All the proj ects in the Six-Year Deve
lopment Programme are listed in the National 
Plan Documents which have been circulated to 
all Honourable Members. I will make a 
comprehensive statement on those Plan Pro
jects which have been executed and those 
which have not yet been executed. at the next 
Budget Session of Parliament. 
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9th JANUARY, 1964. 
EDUCATION 

Registration of School Children 

0 .1154. Mr R. N. Muojeke askeu the 
:'-·linister of Education, what methods he 
intends to employ to facilitate the regist ration 
of school children in Lagos schools. 

The Minister of Education (Hon. Aja 
Xwachuku): I am aware of the difficulty, and 
consequent frustration , annually met by parents 
clueing the period for the registration of 
primary school chilJren in Lagos due, pri
marily, to the inevitable conjestion caused, no 
doubt, by the fact that all parents are ob liged 
to register their children within the deadline 
stipulated. 

My Ministry is alreadv examining the 
practicability of : 

(i) spreading this annual exercise for a 
longer period ; 

(ii) classifying eligible chiiJren according 
to the al phabe tica l ort!cr ot the ir su r n:tr.-;c~ : 
and 

(iii) splitting the cxcn:isc tn groups 
accordi ng to the order. 

University Entrance 

0.1155. Mr V. L. Lajide asked the !\linister 
of Education, whether he will consider intro
ducing special entrance examination to the 
University of Lagos for Businessmen. Parlia
mentarians, etc., who are willing to study 
Law or Commerce. 

Hon. Aja Nwachuku : The question of 
entrance requirements is shortly to be con
sidered by the Committee of Vice-Chancellors 
of our five universities and the introduction of 
our entrance examination requirement is still 
being considered. 

At present, however, the following cate
gories of possible applicants are eligible for 
consideration for admi~sion to uegree cour~Ps 
of the 'L' ni versi ty : 

(i) Graduates of L' ni 1·ersities recognized 
hy the Senate for this purpose ; 

(ii) Canuidates holding the General Certi
ficate of Educarion including ti\·e subjects of 
11·hich not less than t11·o ha,·e been passeu 
at :\d1·anced Le,·el or including four subjects 
of which not less than three han: been 
passeu at :\ th·anccd Le,·el ; 
Pro1·ided that : 

(a) no subjcct may be counted at both 
Ordinary and Advanced Levels; 

(b) the subj ects passed include English 
Language ; except that candidates 11·ho 
show special abil ity in Science subjects 
but have not passed in English Language 
may be gi,·en special consideration to the 
Faculty of Science by the Senat~. (Creuits 
gained in the tirst School C erti ticate and 
passes gained in Subsidiary subjects in 
Higher School Certificate will be accepted 
as the cqui,·a lcn t of passes at Ordinary Lew! 
in rhe General Certificate of Ed ucation ; 
p;l~~ c.:s in l!h.: I- ~ i .: i1 ~r _.;~._- ::vvi C .:~· ;:i~ (·.:: .: ',\· i~ ~ 
he accepted as the equi ,·alen t of passes at 
:\ J,·anced Le1·el in the General C : rtiticate of 
Euucation). 

(iii) Part-t ime students ma\· be allowed to 
anend lectures 11·ith the permission of the 
Head of .::Jepartment concerned 11·ithout 
sa ti sfying the normal conditions of entry 
and on payment of the appropr iate fee. 

Man O'War Bay 

•0.1156. Mr V. L. Lajide asked the :\.linister 
of Education, if he will state the cost of the 
buildings, equipment, staff salaries, main
tenance, etc .. of the \Ian 0'\Var Bay since its 
inception. 

Aja Nwachuku : Since 1953-5+, when the 
Federal Government took over the :\Ian 
O'War Bay (now Citizenship and Le3der
ship Train ing Centre) from the Go,·ern
ment of the Eastern Region which founded the 
institution in 1951, to 1962-63, an expenditure 
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of £276,6+0 has been incurred on the Centre and teachers, but also corporations and firms, 
according to the following breakdown :- . _ who find it most useful for selectinl:kthose for 

£ emplnyment- or ·training, make u'9t.- of the 
Personal Emoluments 85,773 Service. Since its inception in 1961, the 
Other Charges 88,073 .,Service has periodically conducted selection of 
:\laintenance, Building, Ve- cand iuates for various courses in teacher train-

hides and Craft 22,602 ing, stenography and technical education. 
Equipment · • • 30,330 Careers exhibitions are organised fairly re-
Building and De,·elopment 35,:)62 gularly in order, not only to i~troduce pupils to 
Cost of Approach Road 1958- employment opportunities, but also to link them 

59 10,000 with their employment agencies. Recen tly, 
researches have been conducted in Primarv 

Total 276,6+0 Schools in order to assess the effecti,·eness of 

Another 'summary breakdown of expenditure 
for the period l st April, 1963 to 31st October, 
1963 is as under : 

Cost of transfer to .Kurra 
Falls 

Acquisition to Kurra Falls 
Miscellaneous (Personal Emo-

luments, maintenance 
equipment and other 
charges) 

T otal 

£ 
6,490 
3,000 

19,940 

29,430 

The pos :::on then is that an amount of 
£306,070 has been expended on the institution 
by the Federal Government during the past ten 
years. 

Vocational Guidance 

0.1157. Mr V. L. Lajide asked the 
i'vlinister of Education, what are the functions 
and achievements of the "Vocational Guidance" 
Section of his Ministry. 

Hon. Aja Nwachuku : The primary 
function of "Guidance Counselling and 
Testing Service" under my Ministry is to 
cater for the development of all pupils from 
the Primary School stage to the end of their 
pre-Cniversity career, the objective being to 
assist them in chosing vocations best suited to 
their interests, aptitudes and intellectual bent. 

The Guidance operates with the aid of 
modern techniques, e.g., aptitude tests through 
interviews, objective reports, information from 
parents, etc. It is also designed to meet the 
unusual case of handicapped and less gifted 
children. Further, not only parents, guardians 

the teachers anJ the taught. 

Every Lagos Secondary School now has a 
career teacher on its staff who advtses on the 
application of the appropriate test methods in 
the School. Regu lar liason is maintained be
tween the Labour ]UI·enile Employment Ser
vice and the Guidance Service. In this wav, 
it ensures that available jobs and traini.rig 
information reach the Schools fairly quickly. 

Finally, my specialist officials frequently 
participate in International meetings or co.n
ferences on the subjeCt of EducatiOnal and 
\' ocational Guidance. 

Inter Regional Technical Schools 
O.lBS. Mr S. Nnaji asked the :Vlinister of 

Educat:on, what plan he has to open up inter
regional technical schools in each of the four 
regions in Nigeria. 

• Hon. Aja Nwachuku : There is no plan to 
open inter-regional technical schools. ir: eac.h 
of the four Regions. The Federal Mmtstry 1s 
giving consideration, however, _ to making 
grants-in-aid available to techn~cal col~eges 
in the Regions in accordance w1th Sesswnal 
Paper 0:o. 3 (1961) of Educational Develop
ment for 1962-68. 

CABINET OFFICE 

Census Bags 
0.1218. Mr B. N. Ukegbu asked the Prime 

Minister, why the 1962 Census bags were not 
used for the 1961 Census, and if he will state 
the cost of importing the 1963 Census bags. 

The Prime Minister : The 1962 count 
was taken during the rains and many of the 
bags became unserviceable ; the bags that were 
used for the 1963 count were thrice the number 
used for the 1962 count ; it wnuld still have been 
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( :--.lo. 2) Bill H Ol- 3+02 

Muhammadu Gauyarma, Alhaji : 

Cons titution o f \ l iJ -\ \ \:srcrn .\: igcri;1 
Dill . . . .,... . . . . 3207-3208 

S upp lementary Approp riat ion (1 963 -6+) 
(:\o. 2) Bill 338 1-3 383 

M u oje ke , 1\llr R. N . : 

Adjournment S ine Die 
Chemical Industries 
Flooding of Roads 
Interpretation Bill . . 
Registration of Schoo l Children 

N 
National Honours Bill (ree Bills) : 

Nnaji ,MrS. : 
Inter- Regional T echnical Schools 
New Industries 
Republic Day Celeb r-ations .. 
Soil Survey . . 

Nwangbo, M r N . : 

Cost of 1963 Census 
Enugu-Abakaliki Road .. 
Publication of 1963 Censu• Figures 

3358 
130Q 
129Q 

3258-3259 
.. 137Q 

.. 140Q 
130Q 

. . 3231 Q 

.. 3179Q 

.. 3233 Q 

. . 129Q 

.. 3233 Q 

(iv) 

Column 

0 
Oaths . . 3 15 3-315~ 3173,322~3355 

Obi, M~,.M C. K . 
Constitution of ~lid- \\"estern :\"igeria 

Bill . . 3195-3199 
Supp lemen ta ry .\pprop riation ( 1963-6+) 

(:\o. 2) Bill 3370-33 71 

Odebunmi, Mr J. D. : 
:\ational Honours Bill 
Pensions Bill 
Retirement of the Clerk of the Parlia

ments 

Odigbo, Mr C. A. : 

justices of the Supreme Court Bill 

Odulana, Mr A. F. : 

3283- 3285 
3369 

3166- 3167 

327 1-3273 

Customs Tariff (Duties and Exemptions) 
(~o . 7) Order, 1963 . . 3331 - 3333 

Customs T ariff (Duties and Exemptions) 
(:\o. 10) Ord er, 1963 3350-335 I 

Lagos T own Planning (Comp ensation) 
Bill 322+-3225 

Odurinde, Mr A. A. 
:\"cw Industri~s 

Ogbalu, Mr F. C. 
.\bagana Pos t O :~ice 
Hirt: Purchase Law 
Interpretation Bill 
Postal Agencies in .-\wka Didsion 
U. :-; .I.C.E.F . Assistance 

Ogundipe, 1\<lr S. 0. : 
:VI id-\\'estem Region's Expenditure 
Ogbomosho Post Office 
S ix~ Year D e\·elopmcnt P rogr~tmmc 
Statis tics on ~ [urder 

Ogunkanrni, Mr E. J. : 
Cottage lndustries 

Ogunsanya, Mr A. 0. : 

. . 130 Q 

. . 317i Q 

.. 132Q 
3260-3261 

. . 3177 Q 

. . 31 75 Q 

. . 323+ Q 

. . 3177 Q 
136Q 

. . 3235 Q 

.. 131 Q 

Business of the House 3241-32+2 
Electoral Bill . . . 3307-330Y 
Supplementa rY .\ppropriation (1963-64) 

(No. 2) Bill 3+00 

Okafor, Mr R. B. K. (Ministry of Justice, 
Parliamentary Secretary) : 
National Honours Bill 3289-3290 

Okay, Mr D. D. U. : 

Customs Tariff (Duties and Exemptions) 
("--o. 7) Order, 1963 333+ 

Okeke, Dr P . U. : 

Supplementary Appropriation (1963-6+) 
(No. 2) Bill 3371-33i+ 

Okoronkw o, Mr F. I. : 
Air Force Bill . . 
Customs Tariff (Duti es and 

(No. 7) Order. 1963 
National Honours Bill 

3427-3428 
Exemptions) 

3336-3339 
3288 

Coltt mlf 
Okunowo, Chief E. 0 . : 

Reoiremen t of the Clerk of the Parl iamen ts j I i 1 

Olaore, Mr J. 0. 
Supp leni entary ~-\ppropriarion 

(:\o. 2) Bill 

Onwuchekwa, Mr I. S. : 
Electoral Bill .. 
~ationa l Honours Bill 

Opia, Mr A. : 

(1963-6+) 
3383- 33 85 

Co nstitut ion of :\lid-Wes tern :-: ige ria Bill 31 9+-
3195, 321 +-3216 

Orok, Chief R. A. : 
Annang Prov inc ial Headquarters 
lkot-Okoro Police Station 
Nigerians in the Police Fo rce 
Pharmaceutical Industri t!s 

Oronsaye, Chief D. N. : 

. 3232 Q 
.. 3232Q 
.. 3232 Q 

. 317+ Q 

Constitut io n of Mid- Wes tern Nigeria Dill 3209. 
j2J 9 

Interpretation Bill 3257- 3258, 3260 
j ustices oi the Supreme Court Dill 32i ~ 
?\a tiona! Parks . . 3179 Q 
Processing oi Rubber 131 Q 
Supp lementarY .\p propriation ( 1963-6+) 

(:\o. 2) Bi ll 3393-3397 

p 

Prime Minister (Alhaji Sir Abubakar 
Tafawa Ba lewa) : 
Constitut io n of :\l id- Wes te rn :\igeria Bill 31 9 1-

3192 , 3211 - 311+, 3217-3 219 

R 
Resolutions : 

Business oi the House 31 89. 32+2, 3356 
Customs T aritf (Duties and Exemp tio ns) 

(:-;o. 6) O rder, 1963 "' 33 I 5 
Cus[Qms T ari ff (Duties ;.md Exemptions) 

(1'-io. 7) Order, 1963 33+7 
Customs Tariff (Duties and Exemptions) 

(No. 8) Order, 1963 33+8 
Customs Tariff (Duties and Exemptions) 

(:\o. 9) Orde r, 1963 33+9 
Customs Tariff (Duties and Exemptions) 

(No. 10) Order, 1963 335+ 
Custom s T ariff (Duties and Exemptions) 

(No. I ) Order, 196+ . . . . 3+28 
Retirement of the Clerk of the Parliaments 3172 

(11) 

Retiremen t of the Clerk of the 
Parliamentsl: 

Rosij i, Chief A. : 

Column 

3158 

Business of the Hou•e-- .. JJ 88 --
Ret irement of the Clerk of th e Parli aments 31 62-

31 63 

Senu-Oke, Mr D. : 
.\jegu nle Police Force 
Female: Prisoners 
:\ ew [ ndustries 

s 

N igerian Embass y in Rome 
Yugosla,·ia 

Shisha, Mr V. T. : 
.\l iade-Jos Road 

. . 3231 Q 
133Q 
132 Q 

. . 3238 Q 

.. 323 7 Q 

119Q 

Speaker and Deputy Speaker, Rulings : 
.\rrangement of Public Business . . 31 81- 31 82 

Supplementary Appropriation Bills 
(ue Bills) 

Tarka, Mr J. S. : 
Electural Bill .. 
Prison D epartment 

Tobun, Mr L. 0 . : 
.\djournment S ine Die 
Pensions Bill 

T 

Transport a nd Aviation, 
(Mr R. A. Njoku) : 

3298-3303 
13JQ 

33 59 
3365-3366 

Minister of 

Retirer:~c: nt of the Clerk o f tht! Parliamcnt:i 3158-
31 60 

u 
Ukah, Mr N. D. : 

Pensions Bill 3363-3369 

Udenyi , 1\<lr J. U. 
Pensions Bill 3366-3367 

Ukegbu, Mr B. N. : 
Census Bags . . • 1./0Q 

Ukueku, l\llr J. E. : 
Air Force Bill 3+17-3+20 

Constitution of Mid-Western Nigeria Bill . . 3201-
3203 , 3208, 3213 
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Btl Nigeria L egisLat'irr I l•'el. . l!J-:llJ , Ill~(, ; 
' 

I cunf!!ss I knu11· ;;mnl'!hing- ahnul. The .\Iarine Departnwul. lc< : 
eosling- U11, <:o untry a lhousan<l pounds a. da)' :md_ i t c<e~ms t.o nw i 
t.hat t he (),~pa rllllt!Jlt . llllg'hl d'"'Ol<' 1110re of Ih PllCrg-Iec< to llliprovJng· ' 
t h e se rvices of t h .. port rat he r t.h:m in saving a few thousand pounds I 
iu coal <:ontr:ll'ls . l'ersun:Ill y J \\'OU],] rall1 er sec more facilities I 
give n to th e Shipping Com pa1~ies for using thi,; port both nig·ht. and 
da.1·, :1nd I think I han' prt''·"'d thai upon .1' <>11 mort• than ouce, S i r. I 

His Ex ee llt•Hcy: - - l 
I hav" aht!ady told t.h .. llouourald P M.<•nd~t • r that tha t qtwstiou is : 

lllldl! r <:ons id,•r;li io11. 

'l'l1<: ll.on . I h,• :\lt•luh .. r l'<>r Shipping-: - · 

Ye.', Sir, hut this ilmu of :mother colli e r 1s already on the table ' 
[.1) h., pass"d aud in Ill ,\' opinion 'I t.hillk n, .. iiPm Illig·ht very well be 
<leld ed. 

' l'he lion. the !Jirel' lo r of Marine:-
1 wish l.o lnak t• it dt•a r in t.l~t· lirsl. t·.ase t.bat t.hi s proposed eo llier 

is not. all int·.rt·:.st• to lilt\ n .... t. hut. a replat't ' lllt ' lli of OJI(l of the ex.ist-
ing \' tlSsd s whi<·.h is g·.,t.ting woni out. l 
• 'l'lw whole que~t.ion is o1w ol' pnblic_ eeoJIOIII,I' and the folh.~wi~g · 
r>_g-ur"s well , . I l.hmk, ,diOw that· 11'. 1s far more l'conomJ ca_l for! 
Govermue11t l11 do th1s transport themselY<!~ than to l et any of 1t out• 
to tender. With the jo ining- up of the East .. m aud \Vestem mil-[ 
way systems two Hovermnent < ~ olliers will IH·' able to carry all 
the ~:oa l req u i ned h,v GovPJ·n men I n t La g·os alit I nl her ports fo r sonw, 
years to t'.tli!He. I 

Sin<:<! I!Jl!J tlw <:osl. l.o (iovernnlellt ti l' t.ht · t.ra11spor1 of coal has 
been a:> follo11·s: -

l~ll~l l•:ldi'I'~ \\'( '!'"paid ·10/- Uol·t·l'llllll'lll t·nllil·r" t'al'l ·it·d al 17/--
I :1~0 clu . I !1/- du. '20/--
I :1 .·~ I do . :L-,j - ""· 1:1/1. 
I :1 ·~ .·! du. '! lfti de'. I 1/1. 
I :1 :! :1 du. '! lfti du. :If"!. ~ ~ 

I :1:! I dll. I ~~ ft; dtl. :rr •. 
I !1:! :·, do. t:lfii •lc1. I ; I~ I . . 

'1'1"· l lo ntHir:dd., .\lt·11du•1· 1'11r :-ihippiug· :'l'l"''"'t"i 1.11 douu l llu· 
a<·•·nr:ll'y of '".V ligun·s .l'" ' lt·l·day. All I t·au _, ay is tl~:tl t.bey an· 
all s llll\1'11 fully in tl"' annual I'<'Jltii'J. t':ll'.h ship' ., at't'tHillls fo r thP 
y <•:•r he iug s hll\1'11 ·"' Jial':liely. Jo:yery it.e n1 is brought t.o aecount, 
aud in the chapl t: r on t he g·t;IHwal qu.,sliml of trausport of eoal the 
estaldisl1111e11t .,barges :1n· add ed, l't.:: : ;!!"1',';., on the workiug costs, 
and depn•~: iation is al so t·harged nn a 1'<"1',1' libera l basis. If any 
fHrllH!r infonna l. ion is required !. he l>oob at .\papa are open to any 
ill SJHll :t ioll t.he Uovenwr Inay ordt•r. r :11\1 nul a shippiHg manager, 
b11t I have bee11 gni ng In s< •a a II 111.1' I ire and I ca IIllO I. t hink of any 
eharg·"s ag·ains t IIlii' working •·ost s that h;,y., ht!e n on1itted. 'l'he 
llonoural1le 1\le1niH:r fo r Shipping· drag·g·ed a h<'ning· anoss the 
t.rail in mentim1i11g· 'f'fu· /,1///f/ (.'/1,(/ord and tl w drt>dging a<-enun b. 
lt i,; quite curre<: l ll1:tl dt!p nw i:d ion is 11111. sl111\l'n in thost· a('l'llllnt.s, 
and there is a nul'e lo that ,;l'l'et:l at' th P <·nd of th•~ •·hapter. It 
would he quite e:1sy to indude dPpret ·iatiml in t lw;;e ac•·ount,; but 
t.h" Jll~t:e,;sity is 11ol appareJd.. 'J' hosr :H·t·t~tlllis an· kept to show 
till! ll'orking- •·os ls for t:llnlparatil'l' purpost•s :v<>ar hy .1·ea r , aud as 
long'" till! s:lllll' l'at'111rs :11·•·· iut:lud "tl ":" ·h yt·ar Lht• ohj<'d aimetl at 
i :-; ac:l1 ievt~ d . 

'l'j,,. follll\\'in.,· 1':11'1 :' II' i ll il]u ,.; l ral <' lu Still I• ' t · .~lt •nl I!,., n•a s11 11 wh)• 
\\'t ' C':lll t ' ili'I',V I'~1;1J ;-> tl c· h t' :lpl,\' I'IH11p;tl't'tl (tl lilt' Itt · ~ ( I':I(P :-; \\"t~ have 
"""I' J ... .,n aldn l11 g·•·l i'l'lli ll l•:ldt•rs . 

'1'1"' .~Iarin" t·t .llit•rs <':11'1',1' nt•:•rl.v d .. ublt· lilt· 'l'"'ntily of •·arg·o 
that l•:f,] e r's hr:11H·.h sl<·a niPrs do, lh1111g·h il~t• <·osl. of upk eep is 
prt~hahl y lit t lB, if any . n1or" . . \ s a 111aller til' l'at·.t. ·1 shoultl ,;ay it 
\\'as pr:u:l.it:ally th e sa11w. ,\g·ain t l11• R11'uqu for instauce m ade 
l.hirl.1• trips during· t ill• .\'"ar, 11·hit ·l1 is a p<•rfonnan< <' (]nit" 
inlpt~ss ih( ,, to lhn t~ld1 · r hran l'h ht~:ll s . 

'l' lw Hnn. lhn Mt•it.l >t~r 1'11r Shipping· : -
~lig·ht . T sug·g·•·sl th: li ,\'IIlii' 11'orll•.1· IJ/111111 t'lllll e., iut.o th i,; 

c·:t l t•g-ory;; 

'l'h., I I' oiL I lw ])j n•d11r of :\Ltri II< ' : --

Yt•s, ih<! lJirtlltl 111:1d <' t 11· nnty -l hn•" trips . \\'hi .. h is :d~o vPry lll tll: ll 
111111'1' than :Ill\' of .I'OIIr hranl'h ho:li ., did on t'onltl do. 

j 
j 

'1 
! 
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One reason of. (.he g-rc:tler llllillher of. the (.rips made by the 
/:Jnu!Jn is that bt~ ing- a lllltclnn 'oilier s h<' is much more rapidly 
d 1seharged hy I he l1.t 11~po1 t Pr~ :d I ddo t h::lll the smaller ol<l 
fashioned ,·essels. Indeed it. is prat ·l it ·:di.Y impo.-sihlP l.o 11sc the 
t.ransporlcrs o11 tht• ln·:1111'11 lu1a.ls as (.heir hal.t·.lws are so smnll , and 
f'n1·· thi s n•:1~o11 alont• it is ath·is: ddt• to ord1•r lht~ liiOd l' rn vessel askt•d 
for. \\'u t 11r11 lht• fo;""fJII ronnd :d L:q . .\·os ill t.hn•r• , 1: 1 ,1 ' ~. the a v<' t<l.g·n 
I illll ' it l:d;Ps to lllrll I hP I,J.: Inr·h ho:d s rou11d is llt':l.r<'r J'onrtcPn days.· 

lu fr:11lling· th" prit ·P of' •·o: d :II l , a ,!~·o -; ill nt ·~ t. .I'Par's .Est imn.leR 
ll11• ,.,"1 ol' t'o: d lra ll s JHll'l . ha s l11'<'ll l'cdnt ·t•d l'nnn 1111• prt•smll . pool<'.! 
r:dt• ol' 1:1:' . to Ills. Jll 'l' Inn . Thi s '"" ··ll'.·l'il'd n •dnt·l ion ·: of :CifJ,OOO 
i1, th" t':l "' nf lht• f':Jiiii':J.V . "' "' p:~ ragT:~ph :1:1:1 ol' l<s lilllaks 111f'll10-
r:tllfllttn. :~lid l:,-, _tlllll in lht • ~Iarin•• :111d oll11•r <JovurnliJPHI. 
ll•·t""·lnlulll s. Thi s rat e 11·hi1 ·.h 11·as 111:11lt' lu•fnre fig-nms for last. 
.V"ar ll't'l'f' n1·:1ilahiP is t':tp:lhl,• ol' st i ll f'n!'iht~r n~dtH · Iinlllai.Pr on and 
111:1 .\· hr hrn11 .!.d11. down a11ol h<'r ~s .. ,,·hich all rt~ai'I .R favonrahly on 
1111• ~~ X pPlHiilun! of l'oal us ing DPpa rlm ents . 

Jll :lddilion to IIH· :dHl\'1' saY illg' of' Sfll llt' rw.oou. !.here is :J 

di n•l'!. sav in g II r ·.!,;:!,'l.OOO (a sS IIIII i ll g' thi s _1'1':11'
0 

s fig'tll'C t.o• he rppeal.t!d 
11 1'~ 1 . . vc:t.r ) . flll •·nal tran s port. t'olllrat:l s . '.l'hP p1tn ·h:t s!' of a 11ew 
l'ollil'l' for C>ll,I HJO lhl'r!'l'nn• '"ill 1,, ~ r•:s poll s ihlt' l'or a s:t.Ving· o1" 
±: ·U:L~OO in r!'t'IIITPnl. c~pl'illlil 11 1'!' in l.ht• nn ~ l ·. :11td following- years, 
of 11· ltit·.h .±:~li,fl tlO is :tt:ln:ll •· :1sh . Ag-:.in st. thi s " '" 11111 ~ 1 . sel. £10,000 
for wor k in g· • · o ;; l~. ln:.v ing- " net. nn11n:tl saY ing- of ~ n.v £!1;l,000. i 

()r t·n p11 l. it nnnl he r 11·nv . if 11·r <lo nol. repl:11~c lh1• old Di11na. and· 
h n1·<' In I'Onl ra d fo r <lr>.IH)(l Inns of l'o:d In he •·arriPd nffcr l.hal. · 
\"t'"sfds is Sl'l':>ppt •ll, it. 11· ill t'l1sl '" · :d. prt•:;t•nl rate· ~ . :~lu>ttl .. £27/JIIO· 
:1 .' '!' :11' lllfll'l' t h:111 if \\'t' d11 il 11111'.-' e·h · .. s . I s lll,rnil. . Honollr:thl .. 
~lt·rniH•rs . l h:d ll1i s is :1 1t~ rs int• ss propns ilion . (A pp1 :11l st' .) . 

II is l · : ~ e·t • ll t •nl',l' : -

Th r nrnli o n is llr:d lht• rt·pnr ·l :rs an~e•Jiflt•d Ill · :.dopl cd . 

Thn flo11.•lhe Conllnc•r•· i:.l ~[ .. lnhpr for C: tlnl,:tr :-- -· ' ,. 
~lig-ht . I. on a point. of pmt·c•tl nrn as n •g-nrds Urn IJII<'s l.ion whi~: h _ 

rni st' d in Com1tt il lc••· . :1sk l'"r· <'lllig·hitonn~e·Jtl r Th" p:rl'i 1nular tlt •m , 
th :d I ha d · in ,. i .. 11· 11·:.s llt'lll 1:!1) of IIP:rd ;14, .P11hlie \Vorks, 
l•:xtr;~ordi nnr.v. of I ll!~ dra fl Kd.int:d Ps. '.!.'he point. was · one of , 
prine·.ipl n nnd l h P. Tlononrahlc l.lt p C:lti Pf :-; ce·n.t ary lo lh e Govern." . 
lllt~ nl r nl !'d 1111 :11 I o11g·h t, lo hri11g· it 11p '" ' !.Itt• third rr.ading of the . 
i-lnpply llill. l lnkr~ it, T ol'g-ltl. nol·. In rai se l'.hc point. 11ow on the 
111o l inn for IIJ r nd op l ion of ll11• I' (' JHWI. ol' l.h!' Sr.lc•d. ('ommii.I.Pe . 

Tltc• ·ll1111. 1h .. ('hid :-;,, ,.r .. t;-rn· to lltt• (lm·t·.rnnl l' nl, : - . 

I 11·on l d " I L~·e~ l I hal. I Itt • II n1.1nu rn hit• :M <'Ill Ill ' I' lea1·•·s an.1· remar ks • 
hc• w i s h 1·~ lo lnr:li;" on ll1is rn:d lc r nnlil llw 1nol.inn for l.hP. l.hinl 
rPndi ng· o i' lh ~ !liil. r1. is 11 s 11 :J! . · 

Tlw linn. 1\hc (\ ,,tlll<'l 't· i:li ~l,·ndu! r lor Cai:Ji,ar: --

.\llhnu g· h ( ini Pndt·d In '""''" I!J,. dc• lt•lion nf t:hp ii.P. ni on a 
qnPsl inn nf p i· inc·iplc•r 

ThP li on . tl)r Chid' :-;,., . ,·,•1:~1 ·.' · In Ib n UcwPnlnwnt :- -· . 

Yns . , 
I 

Thr mol inn Jor t lt n ad opt ion ol' t Itt• n•porl o f I he :-;P.I nc·t. ( 'onnnil.l e" ' 
on llw :-;ttppl ,,· ' Bill :1 s :rnll•ndPd II':I S i.h r n pttl and t'.:l.rri P. tl. 

!li s J · : ~r· Pllcorlt·y: -

'1'11!' ('omwil \ ~~·· ill nnn· •·o n ~ idc• r I liP Snppl ,v I lrdinn.JH·c• t·.lallsf\ by 
.. l:rn sc· . I · 

I 
Tl~t• "II nn . t.h i' Ch if' I' :-;,. ,.l'l ,l :11 ·v to t.ln• U11vf'rnmenl'. :- -· -

( \""''' II"' "' dp1111 Ill" Jll 'fl "<'t'rling·s in Co n11ni ll ••e I wi sh 1o :dlt~r· !.It " 
fig-11n· nl' r.<l.II V.: l!l:l :tppt' :rring in..! :"' ·"" " I "'"I '.! In -LfUHi(i.4!lfJ. 

Til t• II""· IIH\ ' l'rt•:t s lll't'r 
I 1>~ · ::· I 11 ~ · ·• ·ond . 

rt i ~ 1•: ,. ,.,,J i t• ll t'\ ' : 

'1'!11• 111111 inn i, 11~:11 ,.(:"''''' I :rt11l ~· :JS :tlllf ' lld t•d .!11 H.:<oHI pad. of 
II"· IIi 11. · 

( '/'/,, · '' 'n.'iun , .,, _, ntrrlr · ~l) . 

Th e• linn . lh" ('l1id Sront•l:~• ·y lo illt•l;",.''l'lflllf'llf. 
l lH'g· In lllfl\'1' i !1:1.! f hf• Cn.'!lll ' il do 110 \\ t'P :-o llfllP . 
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'l'lte II on . I lte 'l'rea~ u r<Jr: - -

1 la:g- lu Hecond. 
( l'lu< Cunn cil resuuwd rtc l'o rd-in!)l_ti) . 

']'!, .,I lolL I ill~ t;J,iel' :->t:t:nd ary lu tl11: Uoverllllll' llL : -

~ ~ 

-Sir, J ueg lo l~:por L I ha L lite S11ppl_v Urdine~n • e _l(a s ucen con~ 
~lllen: d 111 l """"'''ee and c<·rL•Ill al lle lllilu enh 11' 1! 1" III:L ue :111d 1 
!loll' ri ~" lo 1110\'e 11~:11 till: lliiiiH• m: 11l a third li11 11! and do pas .. :. 

'J'h., I loll. tlw ' l'reas nn:r 

:->ir, I J. eg- to scet> nd. 

'.l'l11: llo11. the Colllllll!l'l'i:tl .\l e miH·r for L\t!abar: ~ ' 1-
y our 1 •::-;c : ·llt>~II:,Y: I w i~li !1~ move :111 ;lllll · ndtll e n~ l.o the mo ~ 10n 

wlii"li tl11: ll onoura !. lt: til l! Cl1tef ~- enl'!.:ny to lite (J O\'t ' rllll !elll h:1~ 
pn>t"' 'a:d . 'l'l11: :lllll:nd'"""t i ~ in n:;;·ard to '.' ' ' "' I:!S of lj,.,,[ ::l-l-, 
l'ul, l i< : \\'orl;s 1 • ::-;l, • · :tt>nlin;~r v , ol' til<• draft l•, s illli:ilt•,;, \1-l,ll·lt (>HJ · 

Yid.,, Fo r .,ddi l ions to till: .\f-ri'-'"' llospi tal. c,J;tl,:tr. a111l for wl1i e h 
:1 ""'" of !:::.' ·1 ,tHHl is pro ,·idPd. ~1y alllt 'lldnH•nl i,; I hat Ilia( lllt~JH'.Y 
:-;hould not]," p:-;pended 11111<·~ ,; :tnt! 111ilil (ioYI!I'IIliiPIII h:~:.; dPt·lde d 
d e finili!l.v to pro< ·ePd •II ll1e s:tn11· ti'""· o1· ,;ooner, \l'ilh an Pi e<·'lnc 
li g- ht st: lii :IIIL! ftll' C;dahar. 

'l 'he rea son (haL I r:~i .<e this 'L'"-'' lion Hull', and did nuL mise iL 
bdon: tl11: :->el!!l'i. Conllllitle .· ol' lh t• Jloll.-it·: on the l•: , tllll:tll· s, is thi s . 
'J'his nlolioll i.-; ha~e;l o11 w h;~l .l t · on ~ id,; r to [J., all i111purtan t prin
t:iple . i'\ow, S ir, I "'"till' Lt.<!. JI Prstlll in I he world to ~ug·g· ~I th .tL 
; Ill .)' ;uldiLiolls lo a hospital in tl11.-< t'OIIIdry, 01111! p;~rii t: Ularl y l :lit 

Al"rit·:tn ll.o~pit.,! , a n : '"''- a dt•siralde ol tJ -'" ' ol' t' :\ j:e ntl.ilun•. And 
I tJ,ink Ilia!. I ,,· ill I.e ;~t·quillt:d ol' ""-" ,; ug·g·p_, tion that. lht• es pt:ildi-
1nrl' or !;'!4-,lll)i) Oil (' :d;~har i- OIIIVIhill'!' Ioiii "dt·sir:ddt• thing . Hut 
11·hal I s01y, Sir, is il1i :', \\ ' 1! ltOII'; . in (';~Ldoar 0111 (lhong- 011ld ('h. i d~ 
n :pri!S<!nl i'ng I h" old rt'g·in1u: \\'t ' '"'"'' a tllodt!rn Sl't'tlllll-t·lass io111'1l 
!'hip; a !twa! ;~ullwrity with all .\.Jyi~ory llo;~nl; a ( 'handol'!' of 
Conlltll'l'l'('j a1111 \\' (; '""'" two \len1l>t•rs ill thi~ Ct>lllll'il tJIIP t• lt· l·t ed 
hy tho lio,.,,.""'"'i1 """ '"'" llOIIIin;il, ·d . If it i ~ a Ltd,""" ! ' ;~nl 
p·, . .,pan>d to ;~r~·up th:tl it i,- " l';~t·l , tl~:ti Uo vt•rlllllt ' lli t':lll all'onl. nut 
of puldit ·. l'und ~ ;t( it .; di,;pos;d, to ~ !"'"" !::.'·1.11111) "II :llldilitlll'< (o Llit• 
C:d;~h;~r llospil:d, tllt ·ll lio\·t·rnlllt!lll j, <''l''"llv ;,Id,• (., ;illonl llt;~ L 
t:sjwndil.un: "n 0111 Pl<·t ·lrit · lighl "' '' "'1111' ir t.h ·•l he IIIO rt• urgen t . ~Jy 
:-;u~-~·t •sl ion is thi,-. 'l'hal hdon; tl~:tl r2-I,OOO is spt•llt Oil C'ah bar 
all lhoS<• Jo,.al iH(Pre .<ls and rvprt •.;t•nlaliYt'S "''l-4'lti to h·· t·o n< ulit"l 
:~-< (o what-. is !he !llos( 111''!'1'111 ;,J,i,••-1 oil ll'hi,-h ll11· 011110"111 ,;],c,ul(l 
" " " l"'"t.. l Ollll in a pos il itoll to~"-" · and Ill.\' 'llonourald e fri t• nd, 
tho· ~l""'bnr f.,r ('.,l:th:~r, \\· ill ,.,,-r•·•·l "'"if l ••m \\' r»llg, I"'" in a 
I" 1 <i I i 011 lo 1· ·11 t I, is ( 'o llllt' i I llt:ti 1111'1'" ;t ,.,. tol!~t• r oloj .. ,. ' ~ \I' It i ,. \1 i 11 
'(';d;i\);11'. :,lltllt\1 1 !' lh P (H'Ilpll' \\"~~11 J.;tll) \\' (~ : d;dl:ll'. ;tf'(• ~·Oil:•:idt>rt•d lllOI'l~ 
tll'!"'' ·nt il~:ln :11ldition s In till• N;ili,··· llospi'"'- .\11 t·ll'dri t· lj •Ill. 
st-111'1111: is in I lit· l'orl! I' ron ! ol" lilt'-"" oll ' l't'h: !Ita( is IIIII' of I h .. Ill ill~-, 
wllit·!, is 1110 ' ( urg-.,1111,· llt't •dt·d. 'J'j,,.,-.. Oll'l' oll1>·r ~>rg-,•ni ohi,•,.t ,;i hut 
Ollt' i~ l'lltlllg·h for Ill\' arg"lll<'lll. lT;Jvi•l•!' n•ganl to the fad 1h:tl 
110111' to!' iht• !i tillllll' iiir•-; ]" lt:l\'t' lllt'n 1illll"d lt;l\'1' h •t•ll t'OII>tdlo•tl 1\· i(), 
n·g-;ll·d lo il1i ~ !"!tl,llllll \\'>~rill of """""dilnn•, I tlo .<t•!otllil llt:il l !t;~l 
f;lllll 'ho•tld ''"' lo(• t'\(lt'lldo·d "ntil llo\'t•rnnH·nl -"''"~it~ way lo il lS I:il 
-an d~:drit: lig·ht: Ht·ho•nlf' :II IIH' same lin11• . j 

I ask!'ll :1 q lit•:;( ion i 11 L'ount· i I " ·' I o ,,. hPI ht·r Uov!•>;ttlllen t \l 'o tdU be· 
pn:pamtl lo inslr11.-L tht! IJiredor of l'uldit· \\ ' orb tu enqui1e lint o 
and repod. upon th e qtll : ~li un ol' t•l!!l'lrit: lig·htin'.(· for C;~lahar Ttl\\'n 
s!,ip ;~nd \1'1' 11·em :lss tin •d in the ''"~\1-t·r of tl11• llontllllal,Jf' th e Chid 
~et-rp(;~r_v lo lh(! t :o vt ·l-nlllt'nl i11 ;~n , \l·er lo llt:li qtH•sliml that ; ll11· 
Uovt•rutn(:nl lt:lll !Ita!. lll;tllt:r •· lllldt!r t·on ,; idt!r:liion "; tl,;~l ho\1'
(!\'t•r, is" S111011l t·rund, of t·olnl'o r l , l111i I sulnuit llt:il, in r,;i,;nt• s 
loth., lol':tlity_. lot·;~! i n lt•i'l'~ i ' ou·~· ht _lo !11• t·Oihtii!Pd IH.th :ts l<j the 
1\lnl';lll .llo:.;pilal :1nd lhP ('l<•t·l,.,,. l1 g·ht. sdll:nw and lhP rdaiiV<' 
urg-" n'·-.v or t ' " " n. 1 

\Ve lt:l\'1!" ,-., r_v g·11od .\f,-i,-a, llo ~ 1 ,it;d i11 C:d;dt;ll' 0111d i11 suppor t 
of lh;~l sl:t!PIIIl'ld , I 111011' n •l" <·r llonll !ll'a!dt! .\!t•lldll•r ,; In llll• An \111:tl 
l\l t·dit·:t! llt•jHII' i l'or I!J~rt 11hi,.!t, in tl1i-; .1 '<';11· ol' g-t;tt·P , i'll11· _lhtt•>t 
n ·porl. \\'(~ IJ;lYP. I :1111 nnl sn ; .. .!'~!Y " Itng t!J;ll th(' :tiTn!llllHHI:!I!III1l 1~ 
t·nl i n:l_v :lllt·qu:llt' l11d I""' poinliu~- out lh:tl iht• i'""''· 11 u:" .l" of 
hospital :t.t 't'IIIIII!HIIl '_tliou i ~ "'''- 011 lht• )';lt't-' of it . so g-re;~t. a1 tl_ll~ 
lH!l:d for P!PI'I.rlt'. li•rlil . At·t ·ordlli!.!' lo tho• r• ' fH lr( lhPI'P. \\'t-'l'e 111 

Lag·os Afri .. an ·llospil:ll in l!l:.'4 ~i-.:lv-SI!V "' Il lwd,;. and in Calln har 
Hospital lh nne ,, - ~ .. -e f·i l'l_v - ~1'\'l'll ltn•i~. L:t~·os tl11•rdorP. hat! '[ t.en 
mnrt> IH•tls than C:tl:il>:ll'. 'l'h:1l <lill'e n' n<·r: i'l :lf'tlll\lnln•latinn t!o?s 
lto(. in :IIIV \1':01' l'Pfll'Pst>ttl iht> di!)'pn»•r·p i•1 th" p •q)ll];djnTJ hpt(V"f'll 
"Lag·os :11111 Cal:lhar. I s nhmit that. ('al:llta r is h<!lter nfl' than Tj ag-o~ 

~ ~ 
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on thr.,;c fig·ures. .Ln :Hldiliuu lo ourex•·•·llcnt. hosp ital i11 C:1l.auar 
(:llHl iu p:t,;,;ing l ll'i,dl lo I''' ·". :1 inl•utc to th<· ciii('ICHI',Y ol the 
ho.<pil:d :1nd lo il11• Jl''' '"''ld ~!, • dH · :d IHII!'.cr 111 •.·ll:trge lo whom that 
Plli<·tt'n< ·' · is n1:1inl\·. il' not •·nlin·ly due ), Ill a.ddtlwn to that 
.\l'l'l: ·an · llos pil ;il ·11·n h; t\·r. in C:i!:tl•:tl' an .l.nl'c.~ t i oiiS Uis<a.ses 
lluspital ,-.-hll'h , :H ·,·ording· ill lhr. reporl l h:tv<~. n·_l'errcd _lo, "' 
<'<[lllppe d 11· i1h si -.; ly-si~; 111 ·d-.:; 1\'h,J,. 111 Lagw< lnled.l!lus .llls('<I S<'>' 
J\;di,·c .llo .-.: pi1 :d l hn<· :tn• lh11'1 \· -•·1g·hl. ll!'ds. I do no\. sugg·esl. that 
L:~g·lls is :HI<·qn:di.[_\' prm·id ed lm hnl llll nnu sug , e., (cd that L:1g·o~ 
,\fril':ll • lln:< pil:tl shonld h(' :~ dd.1•d ill hdll!'C d gill.< lr•_..trH: l1g·lil.. 
Th 1• g<~ nr r:d ,-i"". of' C:d:tl~:1r i-.:. :tnd I Sf" '"" :tl~n p:tl'll!'til:lrl.v for 
th 1· (:h; l lllh :·r of ( ' nnlnii ' ITI ~. llt:tl ll11• Plllf'll'll'. l1g·hl . Sl 'h1•nw IS of 
gn•:d 1·r ur;~· r'll<' _, . 11~<<11 1!11• lln, pi l;tl sr·h<'-. 111 ~ :11111 :H · ,·nnlil~gl_-'· I beg lo 
111" ' .,, IIH ' :tllll'llllnH·nl i11 lh< ~ lnnts I h:tYC! read, :1nd I wdl hand II"' 
Ill tlw ··IPrk. 

TIH• ll n11. th <• ~ll'lllhl'r l'or( ':tl:th:tr: -
Y our i·:-_, -,.ll,•n<·y: I IH•g· to H)< ond I h1: :1111\:lldllll~nl. I Ill :I.\' "'.Y 

l lt:d 1111• pr:ll"li ,.,. nl' tn•:t li ng ll11• I'I'Jli ' I'>C il i: iliH~s ol' lh e (H ~nplr. :t s 1f 
till'.'" ". ,., ., ~ :1 p:t< ·l; ol' sr· hoo l t,. ,_vs is g·p{{ in ~~- ll· idl'-.'1'1"1 ad . II. is nnl. 
nnl1· in ~ li'llt ll '<"i inn 11 ill1 lit<' ~l.·di ... :tl ll<•p:trl.nll ·nl . thai. tlt :·rn IS C:ti!SC 
Ill ;.n1npl:t i n h1tl :1l111o<t. in I'Vr.r.v lkp:trl.nH•nl of I h(' <J,n·c rnm<•nt. 
TIH· \ i noll i,·i:tl :\l<·ml,e r is igumc d if l11• m :tl; cs a.ny S11f,mcstion m· 
a sks l'nr inl'onu:ilion J,,JI wh<•n :1 pa.l'lir ·nbr olli• ·i:d nt:l.l;cs repre
SI' IILilions nn lltin:..:·s 11·hir ·lt hi -.: 11.-p:nlnll~nl. w:tnl.s he 11"1i:dly g·r.ls 
" ·1,.11 !11• ll·:tnl s . 11111 :t s for llH· fl""fllr it does uol. •n:d.lcr 11·het.lwr 
thl'\' ll":tll l · il nr unl l h,, ,. g·l'l it. l ri -.: 1• In " '''' IIlii IIti s :l.lllf'n <l m('llt 
nn ·lh 1• priJwipll' llt:1l lh r," I'< ' J" '' '" 'III:tli,·,·s nl' lhr. JH:oplP slu111ld h ~ 
r·on s uft,·d . \ Y<•sl<· rd:t _,. l 11·:1 s :t s l;pfl "-': II1 P C ' ~:•i_nnan nf t.hc Colll 
llll lii'P ll ' hl~l hl'l' j 1\"flllicf r:JIJII'i ' h :1Vf' :111 f'JI'I'fi'IC', ltgh('. S.\'~11'111 :11. 
C':~l:d~:1r or\ a '"' ' flil :ll , l ll ':t s r·n'l'· inr ·f'd lh :d . ll11• llono111':1hl c lh e 
('hid ~~·r·n\ la rl · In 1!11• (~m· l'l'lllllf'lll :t sl'!' ll jl, " J. 'l' 'f'' linn in onlrr lo 
"'P I 1111' In"'". I 11' :111il'd nlll' thi11o· nr Jh ,. nlhl'l'. Tf I h:1el ' aid IIH• 
~l,·r·lrir · li ~!-l11i ~ _, ·-.:i<' m I s hr11dd 1 .. ;--_.r '"'''" :11 ·•· " "''" of' lrrnl:.lilv. :11111 
i:' I lt:11l ' "i 1llhr• '"' l'il :d. I ' ''""ld th,·,1 h :t ' ' ' ' l11· ·n I"I,J lh:d. I r·onld 
111 d '""'''I h ii' ,.,,., -1.- i,· li·2· hl "" I"' ""' · "'"' I " ·:1s :1 fr:tid I hal . ll'hic·heYI' r 
11':1_1" I :IC1 "1"(' 1'1 'd I s h""'" h:l\'(' '" 'I 'll I il' rl ""'"II '" Ill\' :1llS' \"I'I' . :11111 
IIH· r,• ;c tll "'·i .. ·hl ha,·•· 1, .. ,.11 lh:11 11·r · should hal'(' g·ol neilhr~ r hospital 
or ,.J ,•c·lrir· li g- ltl. in sf.:lll:dion. 

I h<l\'1' ,-i, ii Prl ( ' :!l:tl~:ll' lln :< pil:tl ol1' :1nd 011 d111ing· lhe lnst. five 
.H~;"'' · I :till :il'r:1.icl I h :t\'1) 11nl. l>< ·e n I here :1s nfl e 1t ns I mighl. haYe 
clot II' . and i11 111 1· opinin11 iiH · :I< T.ollll111111 :11 ion is qui!.:• su T<: i1 nl.. The 
n11l\· '"'' 'as ioJ \ I had 1'< ': "<111 In lhi11k lh:1l. lh c rc \\':IS a 11\~<:css il_v fo r 
'"' '''IISIOII w:1\' 11·hpn I lo 11nd i'l'' '' ' llll.v t.hal J.ft, , hnll<'r C"l:t s of \.he 
C:.J :d~:ll' jH'npl(' lt:td IIII I Jli'IIJ'<'I' :' I' I'Ol ll llllld:ll in11 . h11l I r·:llllllli. l.hi11k 
I hal I hi s l : 1r~·c • .-.: 11111 of 1::..' -1.01)0 is gni11g· l.o l11 ~ spe11l llll'rc ly on 
fllrll11 ·1· and ' \" '''~ 1 : :"·•·•1111',11111l:llio11 fnr flH· IH•IIf~l' da~s . \Vh,·n _l hP 
p:trl •• ·nl:1r lnl \111 nl tl11• p:.;l pn s tnn ll':l.s lm111ghl hefnrc i.h c CnmH:tl at 
Cal:d• :11 · l 111:1\'1' if 111_1· hn -.: in<''S In g·n :111d st•.• II ' " i\ll'clir ·:d ( lfril'cr in 
•·harg·,. :tlld h<: lold 1111' i hal lhc•n• 11:1s nn 111'1 '<' sil1· fnr :1n v fnrl .her 
P:o; i('ll:<ill ll. : 1111~! \"1'1 \ l11• ( :11\"l'l'llllll'll\ 1111\1' S:l\" 1.111•_;. :11'0. Jll .;'p:HI'd io 
·'Jll ' lld !.: '2- i .IHHI. •Ill S<ll111'fhitl g' fh .. Jll'nplr• do nnl 11·:n1l .. on snlllf'lhin.r 
ll'hic·h l hc·\· h :i l"r' no l 'lf'Pli<•d l'11r. I Jhink. :1111l l :tgTI'n IYilh lh~ 
llonn l tr :~ hl,• ~~ 1' 111h <' 1' 11·h,, h :~s ,i11 <l spnkl'n. lh :d. lhr ·n• is :1 f:tr 
gTf':lL •r ll f'P cl fhr :111 P lf'r · ll · ic · Jig·!Jf :-w!t('lllP f!J:111 rn1· :111 f' X fPnsinn o f 
lhr· lf"o , pil:tl. I 1'1'111 1' 1ld lt'r l h:d ll' l11 •n IIi -.: lln ll nl!r 11,,. LiPIIfPn:nlf·.
{ :n \"c 'rt HJI' , - j ~ il (! d ( 1:d:dl 't 1' :1 ~ J• , ,rf I inH' :q . .!'O :1 !-= p Pr·i :d nrrl (' l' "-:-1 ~ lll :Hl f! 

lh :d •·••rl :tin l:~inp s in 1l11• s \; r•c•ls lhrnn g·h 11·hic ·h lli s Hnnnnr 11·nnld 
"" "' lllll s l hr flllr •d ll' ilh :1 r ·r·rl:~ in qn:~•diJ,· of' pl'lrnl for f r•:J r ilw 
l1g·h ls Ill l hr• sf rr:•ls il11·nctg·h 11·hir ·l 1 IIi -.: llnnnnr d· ·nyp 1ni :~·ld g·n 
n11f. II Sl'<'nts In "" ' fi.;d t"'" fl:l1 ': di nn" • nr·h :~S !hi s !!'ll In s hnll' 
lhc· nr •:·•·nl nr•C'r,l for lh,• in sl:dfnlinn nl' ,.J, ,,.fri·· Ji .. ·lil in (~ : d:d~: 1 r. 
r hr·g· IIJC'I'don· In"'' ''"'" lh ,: :llnf'lldl!IC'III ll' lli<·h h:~ s h('l'll prnpnsrll. 

Jl, •l'nr<' I .-.: il ""'I'll I <hn11ld lik ~· In : ~Sk ll11• lfonour:d,J ,. 11 11• l)irl'f~ l .nr 
111' fhr • )lr•rli•·:tl :1nd :bnif:~r.v :-;,.ryi,.,. 11 · h:~f r• ·pnrl. ill' l'l'<'l'iYI'd frnlll 
I hr• l•w:t 1 "nl h11ri I if' s . 

Til!• li n n . IIH· J)i 'r!'r·fnc · 111' I he• ~~ Pdir· :d :1111l S:~nil:ll'\' ~<'n· ir · r :..

Tili , sr ·l' nt-.: In ! ,. " 'l'"'sl in11 111' princ ·ip l" '""' I ,J,; nnf "'" 1 h:il. f 
:1111 ,._.,Jlr•d IIJHIII In !'Pph· on hc•IJ:df' of Ill!• l:nn•rnllll'lll :1 ~ fn fhe 
n•hl11·1· 1111'1'il s qf' :11ldili"" ·" In :1 hnsp if:d :111d :111 r• lr•r·frir· Ji.,·hl 
,;r ·hr'IIH'. I 111:1' .; hnll'l'l '<'!'. S:l\' f hi s : '"' 1'1'1-f:ll'ds IIIC' 111•1.d for fhn 
<' ~ I<_'H ' Inn n f 1:1 •1 hn opif :d. ll11• qlll'<finn nl' pl'll\' idi· •· ·· 1111' li \':1T 
f:."·cl!(" '' •·: 111nnf \.,. ,-nnlr:J ,; Ipd 11· ilh lhr olh,.1· nr•r•ds of r:d · tl~:1r I 
l11'1' .< nn: dh· ""' i '···~l •n:·-.•11' oi' ill<' """" l'cn· lhi -.: ,.,,,., inn :1n.d f 
'"""'' 1_1, , 1 !lr. 1\hp iPs 1" ''""'· inr·r·d "f ll11· "''' '" f'nr if.. 'I''"' Jli'" Jl"S "d 
I'XII'II <IIlll I' h : 1 >~•d llflllll >' ll g·_g·r• .-.: J ion s Jill f. i'or\1':11'11 h_v nr. J\fap]p~ 
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l:titn s ~~ lf. , A11 yhody who scP~ the cungcsliun t.hen; :tn~l !wow~ Lhcl 
r)ulllhcor ·ot· ,.,t.,cs that an~ awallrng t.realnH•nt 1s l.Hllllttl to be eon
\•iJ1ccd of t.l11; neee~sit.y fur iL. .\s to the rela t ive value of an i 
e ledri"t: \ig·ht. se ltCillt! ' wh en I'Uillp;li"CJ wit It the oth er n eeda Ofl 
Calalmr J t:aunot ,;ay anything. 

: 'l'he Jlo11. thto ()hid Secretar.v lo thu Uovt!rlllllnlll -

~ ' \V iLh nog:~rd to th e Honotll'abll~ .\iemlJc< ' ~ nwl ion t.h e position: 
SCI! III S fo j, , fhat he Oilj el'fs (O additiOllS lO (IJU ho.-q ,j(a] being made 
~)n!toss lw g·el s an d el'lric lig·ht. SI'IH'IIIC 10 g·1> haild in hand with it 
'J'I" Ii is not. a pos ition WI' t':tll al'l'l'pt \"or a llltllltt.)lll. H e seem s td 
iltilll, :tl sn llt:tl t ... r,"·" '"' pr.,, ·,·vd " ilh 1111· .,,·hi' ""' " ··· """I ·: en•l' · ir.l 
,·>r "II , . .,,~~_ . .,,."''" _l"nr ll~t · ir \'i t·\\·s nl" 1111' "'""''r. 'J't., · llulltJllrald ~ 
~~~""'""' hill"'ldf "lt t' l"l ' 1,, slalto II"• ,." '". ' ol ll11• p1·opl•• h1 ·'1't ']11'e• 

'""' ' a11d it l"alllltll J, c s ttg· ~··· ~ t, • d t h:il \\· t· ,t,.,,tld !told an t'nquir) 
t!VI'I" ,V ti1111: \\"to \\'alii to inlpl"tl\"1! the l'l>llt;ition s attd allll'llifit!S of:[ 
pla 1· " · httl 1\"t' . arc quil to pnoparl'd to s :~ .l' that not it peun .v ll"ill b~ 
_,·1'1'111. o11 that. it I'll! 1llll il t hP """ 11'1' hns l~t• t •ll r<' v ie\\·nd in g- rcate\' 
dtd:~jl. \Vo wanL"to i111press on lfono11ralde J\ft'mlw rs lh ·; l <l'"' 't"i un ¥ 
ol' l1io:tlt It mn st •·oniP. fir~ t . :111d <Jo v<'l'lllll<'llt will g·il"l' an assur:t l lf'~ 
that llO part ol" (!Jn Slll11 ll"iJI iw I' X]Wlld<•tJ llllJCSS the expenditure if 
alJs11lut.ely JH~<:essary. ' . . . I 

'!'Ill• llm1. tl11• CnlllliWI'I'i:tl ;\le111he r for C:tl:.lJar:-

. ~l:l .v T ha,.;, sn11w f11rth e r int"t>l'lll:ilinll :t• to"'''"' it i..; proposed 
sho11ld !Ho huiH or atl<l P. tl to? Au•.! whdhcr an eledrie lio·hl scheme 
) .,. i11 t.h e oll'in g·( n 

IJ"i ,: 1·: -i .. idl ., rH:,v : - ' ~ l 

.I \\ tJilld ask the llunour:ddc t he Dircdllro[ L'uLii,· \\' u1ks whl!l h t · ~· 
;,II <:let:ll it·. li g·hi st: hCIIII! l"or Cal:dJ:Ir [UI"iiiS part or !ti s sdJ edule ol 
\·: u r i;,; for il11 · l"lll'l'OII~ year!' 

'l'l11o llo11. the Uinodor of l'uldi•· \\'11rk ."' : -

' l' l11· Calal>ar <:l to ..tric lig-ht. s dll~llll! has lwcll illdllded in th~e 
o.H"ilt•dlll!! of <il!l'<:ioplll t! IIL tlllltJt>sals lluW uelure l tUI't.:.lllll<:nl :tlld ls 

~nil y awailing , . .,usidcral.ion 11·ith IIJ:lllY other t hit,gs. In urd t.) J' lo 
•·ar1·y 11111 :dl lit e.<~' tl1illg·s hi' , hall ,.,.all• 111urv , taiL "\.s reg-ards lire 
ho~ t·ilal I he Cuntllll"''·ial J\Lt!!ll lll·r r,,,. C:tlak11· .'l!f! l!I S to t limk ll~:it 
l111•sto additions are.uune<·t!ssary. L lll:t,V ' a,\' iu answer to that th~\l 
lht: nwdt .. al authonltes ha1·n s1:1il'd thai the adtllliOliS :n·t: 1H•ee ss :~1y. 
'..l'l11 ~ a..tual pmvisio11 i,; l"or new wardens ollit·e, dispen sar_x , 
S}ll' l' i:di sts roont, lil,u:ll".v , X ra .1· rot1l1l anti gt~neraLing room; new 
dn· ,, _.; illg., arltlpl '<'liaratillll r•>Ollls; 11e11· w:nd 1"11r fem:d,· pati ents, si :·' 
pri1·:dt> wards; .,ulargiug Llllllllr.v a11d prup!!rl..v :-""'"· l<uropca,ll 
s is t1·r .;' and Jlledi< ·al olfi .. l'rs' quarters, t11·ehe qu:trlers l"or .\fri<·an 
11J:d., s l.al\'; u~w "'"rluary and 11p-tn-tl:de s:Jllitar,,· aJT:lll ~ . ellll·llts. 

lli s .Kx"'; llt~tll : ,Y: - ; 

I think 1 ought to e x plain that. the ele..tric light. tit:henw is o1\e 
ut'" tlllllliH•r ol" propnsal s " · l,it·h (illl"t'rlllllt'ld. l1a .' now ht·l"ore t ht•ill 
and ll11> unlv Jllaill'l' \\· ltit·h is l1ulding· litis p:~l"iil"lliar St'ill'lllt! 11p j_, 
ll~t· ,,,.,·.- ~..: it .~ · l'or g·PIIitq.~·nnl ;111 ,.J,.,· t rit·:d t·ng·ill t·t·r to t':tl' l .\' tiH· w,,;.k 
iltruttg·lt . .'\11 t•ttg·irtt't'l' lt:t s :tln·ad,v IH't'l\ inclt•tdt•d for :alor~g 
II ili1 St '\'t•l':ti tdii\!I'S :JIId \\"ill·n lito :11"1'1\'I'S in ti11• !"OIIllil',V !itt• Jll :d.({!J· 
ll'ill n•<·l'il·t! n:ry t':Jrly :tllt•uliou . \ 

'I' I"· ] I 1111. I ht! Comnwn:ia 1 ~I P. lltlh•r for Calabar:- I 
Your Excellency:· ·1 n view of what. has'"'". been staled I prupu~l! 

11· it h t I"· pt!riiJission of tl11• s.••·ondt•r lo witiHil':t\1" 111.\' t!lot.ioll. If, in 
:II JS \\' t•r to 1111' 'J .IIf!SI ion t i11· ol l~t·r tl:~,l·, I l~:lll l"t!l"l'i\"t•d :111 an swt•r l.hat 
an ,.l .... t ri<: lig·ht Sl'ill'llll' l"or ( 'al:th:tr is '"'". dt•finit .. l.l" d "l'id,•tl II ]lOll 
and si1nply aw:1ils the anival of the ofli,·er who is In deal with it, 
I \\"o llld not ha1·e llltll"l'tl this :JliJPtllltll<'llt. In vi"w of the assurancP. 
wlti..il is now g·i\'lm I th e n•l'tlrt~ withdraw my moti11n. I m ~ty 

I 1 . ·1 · 1· pt·r l:tps "' l"'l'llltltl•< to"'·" llt<ll II' <' ltai·P ltt':Jrd tl1at. it is proposed 
to iu ..; t.al an " X "H. <~ v roo111 "'"' <~pparalus :JS part nf tlH · n•ldition~ 
to thi s hospital, and llt:tl St'I'IIIS lo "" :1110IIH•r rPasoll whv the 
elt·<·lri•· lig·ltl. S<'ill•nJP sllonld g·o hand i11 h~11HI \\· ith th1• n<ltlitimls "to 
Ll11• llo,pital, :ts, of •·ourS<', you • · :~nnot usP " "X " Hav app:trat 'us 
w i thou ( .. ].,l'f rit · it y. ' ' 

Tlw Hun. I itt• Comnll'ITi:d "'l<'rnht!r for Lagos: -

You•· Exi'C!llt!lii'.Y: "\\'it!,_ l'tllll' l'"l"lllission "I propos .. to hrinQ" it·o 
yonr liOtJI·<~ ,,, . .., 111:dlf'rs \l"llll 'h """" ht~ t'll f'.fl11SiflPrP<l l>v t.l1•· Ch ··ml L·r 
ol" ('ollllll!'l"l'l'. · !11 both •·ast•s \\"P ha\'l~ tahJ.•,] qu;•stio11 s t"<J tilte 
Leg-isla! i "" Couu .. il. I 

I 



- ----
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Th!! iir~l Jll;iiiPr I ll'i . .: h In llll'lllinn i,· ih!! pn"·j,.oion of :111 ad••qJJ;11•~ 
\\' :JI€'1' poli"" ~cn· il'!' lor 1.:1 ;!.' <> " - In y nnr l•:":~•ll• ~ ~~··.v'H ,;pcech ·' ou 
si:J.ic·d th:11 1111· lnl:d ,·:dnn .. r i'"l"'rl"d 1111d " ~ l"•rkd g-uod,; "'"' 
oYf'l' !_';U,IJIJI),IJIJI) 1111d _\'1111 :d . .:o ,; l:li••d lh:il .-,:11 ~ i•ips dcar: c! ;i>t' 
porl l l:1 s l yt•:Jr . I s lll1!11il lh:11 lli' l'llly - fi,-., pofi, ·t•llll ' ll 11ilf, ln11r 
<':JII<H' ." (11 ilh ilJI ' o~:•·:JsioiJ:JI :11h·:.nl:~g· l• nl' :1 pa1r11l. " 'l(H·)I'v i,;cd l•.v 1111 
l•:nrop t'll 11 olli• ·t, ·) I<> p:Jirlll I hr 1' :1 -I d i,;l ri• \.,; i 11 1111 ,j >- IIITIIIIIHI in ;.~· 
lh•· l.:1g·n,; l.ag·oo/1 i." 11 lt.- rly in:~dt'ljll:ili- In I ht ~ n· jllil'l.'lllt'lll.s of l.ht~ 
pori. 'f'ht• p:11mls 1111\'t• 111 g·n t;p•ln .\ p:1 1< :1. l.inr:1. lddo, l•:hnl" 
~11'11:~. I•;pf'l ••clo. :.nd "' "' 11p If,.. H:III:, :Ti ('rl'l'i,. \\'l1<•11 yon 1'011-
. .:id••r lh<· 111'<'11 nl' :oil tJ,,.,,. di ·dril'l ." 1111d 11·h<'ll ,Y<III l'<>ll,; id• •r ll11• l:.rgn 
;JtlHllllll nl' prt~dlll'l' l_, ·ing· :llllllll \\: liling· In 1,,. <' \•pori(':!, :111d lhn 
""'"II"' .. r '""'·,·l"'""i-•· i'"l"l)''""· I ,·.,n i•·JHI lh:11. ~ ~~··h " h:llllll'lll 
nl' 111>'11 i·' 11nl <' ll<lllg·h \11 prnll'l'i prnp :· r\.1· . II 11111,1' l11• 111'\\'." In yn11 
\., i>llll\1. lf,.!l JIJ,. rnl.lt~•r .: :ll 'l' l'n llli1111:dh· :11 ·li,-,. _ ,;i'lllTt,fv 11 d:11· 
Jill";·~. II/II 11"11 "I"' nr 11nnii"·J· .. r ll•r l'l;llllll<''.,.i:d fin11 s ·""''" 111;1. 
""l'l'•·r: Io"' J,,. lh•·l'l .. \\',. """'' inr•>rlll>'d J,v iiH· Li••lll,•n••11-f:tl\'<· rno r 
lh:11 nnly ,;,." 111<•1'1~ nl' lhi~ l;i11d IIIli'('. 1;,.1'!1 l'l' Jl <>l'l!'d In lhn pnlii'P. 
d11ri11g· IIH~ l:.sl· l'onrlr·rn nJnnlh~ :Jllllil~:11 in ont• r·:J sl' lhP. rohhr•rs 
1\'l'l'l' ''llllg·hl. I 1':>11 :J ·'•ll:·•· him lh:11 :1 lnl. /lllll'l' lhi1·1·ing· lh:Jll !.hal. 
g·lll"' 1111. I ~ ht11dd lib~ In p11rli1 ·nlarl .v llll'lllion lli11l 11·hil s t. I \\'liS 
sl:11·in:g· <ln11·n :d Fin• Cn11 rir ('rr••k n•o·l•nlly I nol ir·r 1l lhr " ·:ll."r 
pnlil·l' l p:11rnllin~~·lhn ,., ... .,.~;in IIJP nrig·hhnnrhnnd nr nniknn. \Vhat. 
lhf'l' f' ).: In pmiPr·l ill lhr ll>'i ···hhnlll'hnnrl or (lni 1>:• ll I dn n nt know, 
hul l \rio l' lln\1. lh:1l " · J,i],_l 1],. .. ,,. l "'li~·r :11'1' i.Ilin•!· lht•ir l.imf' :nc•.v 
dn 11·n :II flni k :111 l ilt• !'nn >nll' l'<·i :.J r """lllllli l.\' i·. >' llil'l'ring· l'o111.in,.allv 
rl'lllll Jl><s J.,. l'llJ,j \1' 1'\' . :111<f il ~l'f'lll>' lo lllllll\' nf \I S fH'l'C 1-,!Jnl. lhis is 
almo·d : Pnlin·h· lhn;" ~!'h ll11· in:lllr•q il'll' \' of il11• ]'1'1' 1'111' " ·:11rr pnlir.1~ 
,;y -dt•n•\- ::.; .. _ \' 0111' l·:,. ,. ,.JJ,.,l<._V. '! :1 o.: k \'Oil In g·iv<' !his maii.P.r your 
f:"·nnr\'J.J .. •·n•J~id .. ra l inll. 

'l'i11· \ >ill''l'~llllll<'l ' I \\· ill loll•·h "I'"'' :1 •, J,,·i, ·fly a~ I r·:111. 1.1. i ~ ol' 
1'11r ;:'~' i "···r i"'l'"rl lha11 ''"' 'l'" ':- li1111 of 11:1l!'r l"'lil'e . I \\'liS 
i11 , 1 1'11 • ·\~·d I" I:~:.J,. :1 'I'"' '' ' in11 11· it J. 1'1'~1"''·1 . l.o l.he lllt'dil'nl ~C l'Vli'I' S 
1111<1 ill lilt' ljll< ':' li<>ll I ···•llll'.! -' l• ·d lilt: r:lfll.l'i-' '' ·' 111111 " '"' lu•IW/'(111 rcopiP. 
of' g·ru1rl: l""'i l inn 1111d I h<• h1H l1;r i:l .! ;· <·I:>."' '" · I :.J~o iiJ s laJI/ 'I' d, :11. l.hl' 
:-;,.J,•r·l ·~ 'nllllllillt•r·. l' llo.:t•s 11·hil'h '" '' :1m JII'I'Jlll.l'l'd l11 sn i~SI:inl i:ll<• 
lihr •n• l'nlllllll'l'l'" <'lllplny ••rl 1> .1· ll11• iirn1s Jlli'Pi ing· n· ilh 1111 :ll'r·idf'lll. 
:111d lw i\1g· S!'lll lo il<""l'ilal, l''dll' l•ii:Jlli. 1'11111' :!1',; :1m lli:Jdr· fnr llltHii•·al 
ai.I• •Jlli :J tll :l'. l.11 11ddilin11 I" orrlin:ll'.\' n:aiHir-'ll:JJll:n. yon get a hill 
of pl'l'illi'J'~ f:-J for lllPdi•·:~l allrnd:Jn•· r•. 1 S"g;..;·•"l. l.h:ll l . ht~ l'hrtrg·e 
f'nr lllf'dlir· :.J nllrnrlnn•·r ~ hnnlrl he 111:11l n on lhr h11sis of lhf' snbriP~ 
lht•o.:f' m J· n rr•· ., in•. 'l'h<· l'lllJllm·rr" 1111\'f' no linhilil ,. rf':dl_l'. Tlwn~ 
an~ IIJ<n\'-':11111." 11f Jllt'll ••mpln1·rrl l,y l hr. <'llllll11f'l'l'illl flnnR :mtl lhe 
r · o~l l11 ihcm i~ l'l'J'\' •·nnsidrr:ddn. [f lhl' finn srnd s n 1111111 In I . . 

ho~ pi l:d I!J,. finn i,_ ]nni;Prlllpnll In p:>1· lh1• hill . \Vl11'11 IIH• m:>llr.r 
r':llll(' ho•,l'nn• lhr• :-; .. 1•·•·1. ('nllllllill•••• il. ,, . :1 ~ di s•·nv••n·d lhal. lhr·~ n 
l'lllliJ>hi• \'" 1\I'J'<' nnl l" ' ' ·"li:11· In l.ag·o~ J,.Ji 11>:!1 IIH'V · ·~lr· ndr•d 
lhrn>J:..;·h< 111 ~i;:· l'ri:> and :1s 11·r nnlv rrr·rivf•rl, ju~l prim· l·o ll>iR 
lll<'Pii llg \nf liJ,. r'nllllo'il. lhr ~rrdir:; "- Hrllnl'l \\'1' 1\'l'rP not 11\I'~"C, 
u11lil " ." illl<'l. ol lhf' 1'1'11! s1~11<' of :dl:11r,; ll'lih rr o·anl In lh.r t.f'l'nhlP. 
11\0l'i:Jlily in lht• nnrlh !1nrJ nr lhP shnrlllg-1' nf rlrH·. I n r~ . 

. , r i" F:x~···ll,.n•·v: ---· 
I 

Thr• ll• ln ll lll':ihl,. ~ll'nilH·r ""!!':.!'"" ' " lh:11. I"' mig·hl ha1· r· het~ll g·Jynn 
ih< · llll'•'ir ·: .I l'l'jll>rl i>dnrr•. (,. lh:li hi ,_ poinl? 

Thr · lion . lh1• ('nnlllll'l'f·i:~l MPnd>Pr l'nr 'f,llg·lls: -

\\'p " ·"re nol :111·"r" in L:li.!'"" .. r l.he krrihl l' n•ori.:Jiitv 111 I he 
nnrl h lln (l I hl' ,; lwri:Jg't' "r ·,lnl' lnr~ :1111! I hnYc no d;,uh1. lhc 
llonollrllldt• lhr• ( 'lllllllll'l'l'i:d ~lrnd>t•r f'"r l\1111/l "ill !Jn,-.. snllldhing 
Ill"". :Jl,.nll lhi,;. II s!''f'lll,; In IH· :llllllilll'd In· l.l11· .M,.dil'al ]lt~parl.-
111<'11( lh:li 111J,.\. •·:Jilllll i nhl:lill " ~ nlli,-i .. nl '"1'1'.1.1' ni' medi :d 111(111 and 
th:tl ~t't'lll~ In h,• •·"rrnl>llr:Jipr] hy :1 l'I'JIIlrl l.hl\1 . :>pppa· ed in H r.u t,crs 
IIIli lnng- a1g·n. 11·ht•n il sl:lit•d 111111 lhe lhil.is h 'ilf,•di•·nl J\s;·ot :i:ll.ion 
h:1d :11h·i - r·d 1l11•ir llll'lld>Pr,; nnl In a•:~·f•pl . Cnlnnialnppni111111cnl· ~ - ., 
s:l.Y I hal 111\s ,;ho rl:>i!'<! nl' nn•rlir ·al nil;,.,.,., i,; a lll:d.l•·• · of g-r••:Ji lll' !! Pllr ·.v 
and il ,dd,> llld IH· · ' " '"'II in h:lllrl. :II 0111'1' . I r _von (';1.1111111 g·pl . 
f<:11ropt,a11 lnl'rlir·:Jl oflil't'l'~ _l'llll ~ lwnld makr ll1P. fn]Jp ~ l; 11se nf 1111• 
,\fri•·an pl!, ll'lilinno•r,; . :-;lllllf' Ill' 11s g·•·l. r ·!i h!'l' l.irr.d of llf•arin g· nl' 
lhr ~hnri:J~r nf tni',Ji,·:d 1111 ' 11 ln•rr: \\' f' r·11nnnl nnd.<'r~i.:>nrl wh_v ,VIlli 

do nnl 1:111 ll11• 1'1''-llll'<'l' ' lll'llii:JI,fp Ill ynnr (}\\ ' II dllnrs. II \\' li S 

~ll.<..;·n·r·,l••d 11~:11 I ~ ''""lrl i:Jl,J,. 11 Jnolinn l'nr a n•dnt·.lion iu lh• · 
mr~di•·"l ,-~>~, •· hnl I lhink 11•"1 II'<' ,; h:dl l\· r•l l'ron1 vnur Ex<·P.llPIII 'Y. 
:11111 lhi~ ('n>JJlr·il, lhP 1·nn ,; idrr:1lion ll'llil'h ,,.p l.hink HH• lll:JII;•r 
di'Sf'l'\'f'" :1n'<1 :H·•·nnlingh·, T ha1·c •·nnl•·nie<l m n·ell' wit.h hring·ing· 
lh<' lll:lil•·r 11n your nnlir·•· - l •·nu•·l11.ll' hv 'IJ'ying· Owl "''' lllli'l 

• 
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U4 Niuui.a I.. euislative Ll•'ou. 1u-~:~ . ~ ~r~ ; 

111:.1 : ~: a great. df!:tl lliUJ't! u ~e or t!Jt · Afri~:all llll'dit·al pr:u :tilion l.r 
tl"' ' ' w~: do :II pr~:~t!nl :111d I ask y<lllr l•:x ,·t•ll,•nooy to IH!ar tl,i .< in 
'"i11d . 1 

' I:!Jt: ll•:n . tht, Conllltt'ITi:d ~Lt""' "''. l"or Kant~: -- t 

\ on1· l · . ~ · ·elil' nt ·.y : It. g·1 ,·,·s til l' -'···ry g· n ·at. p kasun: 1~1 st!(! l11at. 1rn 
a r,, to l1al'e a new lto.<pltal at h:•no. It '" '~ ttllt:t ~'s tule to caq·y 
on in t l11 : old , . .,,1 ltnu ~ •· s and ll11· tinll' lor ll11· building- t~· a ll ljw 
ilos pilal i~ long· Ol'l'I"IIU \! . I r.,,., ~ ltre I hat I"'' Europe:. II ('01 ~ 1 -

c nlltnil y in l\:1110 will !11 ! gralel"ul . [ 

'1'!11: lto ,; pil:d oul~ id " I"" l·:11mpean •·:lllltlntnt•nt. wa~ hrg-e'y 
:tlklldl!d ''-" noll-!i:tllvt•s :111d onl y to a vt·ry lilt .\' t• XIl'nl 11a s tltts?tl 
hy_ til~: llatt s a ~. _I ntu , t say that illl_' rt! 1 ~ a very wond e rlul wo r.k 
'"'' "g" don e , hut s ~t·l" "'" an.! dt .. t',IS<' 1 ~ ve1 y pn":dl!ll l and lltcre I'" 
" ,·.,ry !Jt•a1·y lvailing- li st for op< ' laliotiS , and :111.\'nltC iltal lmoi·s 
1\:11111 :IIIli lilt: dilli•·llll i •· ~ lh:tl t· ~ i~t 11·it.l1 n•g:tnl lo ~ llrgi t:: tlopl'r:a
tiun ~ will Wl'i<-olll t' til" 11<'11' ~l"lll!tll : ' " ' "step in lilt· rig-'11 din·dion:. 

I ll<>tdd lik" io sav l11 tl11· ! lnlltlllrald" till: Din:d•>t·of tlw ~t .. dit:':tl 
and Sanitary :-:,;rvi·,.,. in i lt:tl t'lltll ll'd ion th"t Wt! hope !hal lilt! 
N:tli v, • llos pil:tl will l~t· i>XIt• tlllt•d " '" ' t.li l' ll l!tt , olh r 11alives wi ' l 
l'lllllt! into I !tat. llo~ pil:i! l"or I l't•;IIIJI(•nt. I re I that ir \I ' P do Jt'nt 
illl ' l'l!ase onr llll'di<·:tl s.·r vi•·l' ~. illt1 work :~.ln•ady t:otllllll'lll:l'tl will 
~:o hack . ~ l 

~I til· I, pmgr<' ' S lta s 1,,,. 11 tll:itlt• , l111l l 11 · i ~ h I t:ould repur l I Ill, 
" """ pmg rl!~~ :t1111111 g· 1l1 t! indig·•·llou ., populat.ion. 1 wo11ld lik e to 
n• l"l! r Ill Sl! •s ion:d l' :tfll' r No . li or t: .:.?ti lvhi· It wa~ iss ued 1110 d: !.)"S 
:tg·o, and I 11·ould •ti kt• to S: l_\ · ll~:tl I illl>rollgllly :tgTl'l' 11· iflt 11"1.\' 
llonollr:!ld<• frit·n.! tl 11 • ~I ini11g· ~l. · nllH · r \1' 111'11 ''" d., .- nil!l•d t l1i ,; 
dlll ' llllll'lll. :t~ ill<! .-;; 111.[,." do! ' llllll 'ilj 1'\l'l' !:tid 11 11 t :.t• ' l'aldi! of 11\i'i 
111111 ~1!. ' 

I 11· i!l l'l!: lll thn·l! e :d ral'l ,.; . '1 '1" ' lir~ t olll! IS: - -

l.ag·"s !~t·ing- t ''" Jlltbl intpt>rlalll pori ::1111 I l1t! lllain cent1·e 
or illlj>lll"l :tlld l' ''jl>lll t!adt! lor 1\ig··!li:t, llle adve nt 
or pla g-111' , allltu:l ;_;- 11 i t ita ~ lll't'asiotlt'l> il l'tliii[J:II:tiivdy 
sn~:dilllllld"·r "r dt•:tl !IS :liiiOIIll l inc; l'o :~4-1.. in a popul':t -
1 ion or IIJ\7 t. :! '"" dt,lll:lllded l!X . t' llSI\'1) prel't: ll iVe 
lllt•aStt1"1t'S :II 1'1!1',\' g-rt·al. l! , fll'll SI • Ott! of aiJ ptllpolli \m 
to its ra\·a g·,. s a~ t'OIIIf i: ll ·e d to iii •> SI' dtll! to lilt' pre
,." lelll't! or ('('j',•hro-s pi l!:tl l't·l·er and n·l:~ p,.;i llg' fever, 
ll'hit·ll !t:ll·•· Ill '<! II ,,· idt •Sfll 'i' " •l Lllloll ·~·lllllll I It :• Northern 
l'nll· illl ·t·~ •·au s in:~ a 1·e r v he :tvv nwrlalitv I !ta t l'annot 
''" slail'd. i11 lig·tlr< ·s ·,·vt·ll · ,lf'llm ~ iln;lldy hut : i~ 
<·,.; l inl:ti<'d to r1111 into dt•aii~S :tllllltlllling· to ltllllllrl' ~ ls 
" I' I I 11 111 ·;; 111l Is." · 

'1'1"' .1' ar• · 11111 IIIII' li _!',' lll 'l' ' · '1'1" '\' :t~ · •· lig·nn •,.; ptd.li s l11 ·d l• ,v j], ., 
t .tl \' ~ ~ l'lllll( ' lll . 1

1
1
111' llt' '\l IIIII' I S : - - l 

.. Ill 1\.allll '""' 1\ :lls in:l, \l' il!·l't · j'('( '() J" ds or dt·:~l.l,.. :11'1' lllai \,_ 
lainl'd l11· iiJt: .\:~tivl' .\di,lini~lr:ilion,.;. !111• 1110rla lii.v 
•·:111 1,., s t':tt,•d !11 l~:11 · •· [,,.,.11 appalling·. " . 

'l'lll, t.hil·d 1~: ·- ' 
I 

La g o,.; '"" :t !'"I""" lion .. r lt):,,7(i ;!: in 1!1:!:!, a y e:tr when 
tile pl:tl '(' \ 1' :1 " r,.. . ., lrlllll t·pidt'llli<·~. '''" lol:tl dt •:tlll s l' ~ ll' 
1111, .\' l!:tl' allllllllll<·d 111 :!,-1!12 witt, a d t•:llh rat e p ~· r 
:lltlllllll of :!:U-1 pt!r I ,tJtltl i"'fltd:il i1111. !11 J!J:!-1.., tlt e 
di!alhs, in .. lll s il'l· ol' til<lS\' dllt' lo pla g· llt', :~llllllllll e d ,l11 
:I,-!:"• I :tl!d ilu: d t•:tlh rail! ll ' :t~ :.'li.!J 1"". l,llllll. 1 

l\:111o City " · it!, :t f'"l'"l"t ion ol' !,tJ,IItl\l , l~:df I h :tl i•f 
L:~ g·u .-; 111 l lu rJtt:d .\' ~' ~'~'='· lt:ttl an aYl'r:Jg·< · nutlll~t·r "r 
dt·aill ~ at I ,:,;:li 11· it l1 :til al'<•ra g·t• , it ·: tl h 'r:llt! ol' ;H) f' f! l' 
I,OIJll fll'l' :1111111111 illtl dnri11 g· 1!1'!·1 li lt' total d t' allt~ 
•·:IIII I! !11 li ,:!S-1 ,,· itl1 :til :~l·t·ra g- t • dt• :tlh raft• of [;It) pe r 
I , Ill Jt I p11p 11!: il i 1111 t" ·r :1111111111 . i 

\Vh:tl I"" '"'"II " 'id 111" tl11· n,o,·t :dit,· in 1\atlo t·:tll '"' "'~tl 
11·ith "tl"t ·l v of 1111, n· .st of II"' 1,;,,.11, alii! 1· il1ag·t•s n~t 
11nl1· in ll1;. l\a1111 l•:n1 i r:!lt • :1111l til, · 1-:tuil·.- ·lt• of 1\al~in:t 
'"'' . :dsll or ~ .. ,, 11,11 :l!ld 111111111 in whil'!t Pmv illl 'C'S lit e 
di ~ ' ! '"'' fir st infli .. tt •d s llt:h lo~s 111" '"'"'"II lire. " i 

I ,·., ntll' '" 111 "'"\' tlt: il if s<11·l, :111 "l'i'"llin :t ~ t:il. · of all':~irs ,,.,:f." 
'"'"'" 1'11111\' ll l11 ill!! g·t ' lll'l':il ,'',"!.lit· lu.tl l 111'1'1' :lltd :II l!ollll' ll11·t~l\ 
\l'lltdd ill! :1 g'l'llt'l':!l flllf<·ry. 1111'1'1! •·:IIIII~>! l11• :tl\,1' t11111ld. fl1:ti. If'. IS 

"VI!I'V Sl!l'ious ,.;t:ill\ or :tlfairs . 'l'l,is i~ IIIII "Iiiii!' l'tll ' l'l' t' l' illlillati 6n 
:1111! ,·,J:Jy. I t·mil<'nd t l1 :il I lit• 'llirt• •·lor 11f ~lt!dit·:~l St•rvil't~ alltl .t\w 
Lit ·ut.en:tliiAlovenlnr sl toultlPlltftlin ~ int-o it :d. l'nt'f'. I :1m Jlf'rfn~l. y 
",.,.,., II'" I w lw·" we ,,.1 "" " "" '.i<'d I;,_,. II,;' II,'"': ; ' " I' e<lenr 

I 

f ,. 
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to un·rsl:ile <lilt~·, .::1st! hut Jill' ligurus I have g·i\"l •n lo you :1n! not . 
tn y Ji g- III'CS :111d I_ do S:l.)' lli:tl. l.i11',V ta il lor (.fll! IIIU~l. Clll!l'g<' ill : 

ClhJIIII'}' . 

}\;. n·g·:~n l ' llil'di 1·:,d lt•t•s , I point<·.! ""' .'" .11"' , llun our:dd .: the 
llin•l'lur. uf tile :llt•d ii ':ll and ~:lll il ary ~ t~n ll : e 111 L<.Jllltl.tl.ee lh aL l 
Jill not ~llgtnaiiS~ ! 1 he llll ' <li< · :~l " 'I'\" II u a s :1 ,,· holt! Inti. I tlu say ti1:1L 
(hiS sl:il.l! of :ill:lii'S li:IS ilt'l!ll ill 'tl llg·l il. :l o. olll. l.y Jli 'OI'l':lsl.fn,allon . 
n•J'n sl! 10 1·onlin l! 1n ,v n· 111 ;11·1, ,- :1 111l •·="- P' 'i'll ' i11 '<' lu 1\ano and Zar1:1. I 
ha1·1• lin·d a l"ng· 1i1111' in 1\w .\nnlll!rn l'ml' lllt:C-' and l.k1ww l hu 
a tl.i t 11 de ol' thu lio Yern ln unt.. I po1nl!!d on{; so nll' . ftg:~ rcs ol 
lliorl:dit 1· loa 111 ,• di,·:il ollicer ih" nll11·r da.1· and l11• rc pl1ed 11. has 
alll':t\'S ,·ll't'n Sli " . lt is ' I'"' " lri. t!, Sir, 11~:11 . lht! .' <' di seases alll'ays 
ha\"1: IH:<'n pn•Yall·ill . i11 1111' north 1,11 1. lh<',l' sh ould nul. lH' . . Jt ts 
l\lol th 1• ri g·hl. sp iril. in ,,· hi ,· h lo lou\; :d. Lhn n~:dl cL 1 \\'111. g·u 
l'urlht·r :~tid " i \' th:d. !"' ' '"""'' dis :1-•' h:~ s I" l!n ni l! II. Is nu n::~snn 
11· \11· it s i.n 11 1d ;., nil in II<' . 1\,._~ ~ ,.nd 1111' <!i 1 :d prm· i ~ ion hc 1ng 111 a dc Ill 
(\, 1; 1: 11 · .. ·1· (11 -.-. 11 s it is :1 I'On1p:!ral i1·1· \ ,· r :1re thing· l'or a IJoclor lo he 
l'onnd in till,, sh :dl I '".1'· n1r :d disli i1 ·! ' i n l\ ig·•·ria . '!'h e r(' arn 
111 :1111· n1:111 \ · di , 1ri1 ·ls ~~~ \"'"' :1 d.wtnr nt'\'1'1' c: <H'S :111d ha s n ever l u~c n 
s1·1·n: 'l'h1; \lnll nllr:.ld " 1111• IJi n· •·lnr nl' 1\JD \l l' dil':d nnd ~:ll t itary 
St·n · i1·1• s till l' t' JH>rl ." :1 shn rl:if.:'<' nl' >t' \'l' ll ir<• n ,:IH ' lors. l do not. 
k110 ,,· :~nvlhin"· :.!" "" i\11• •·n 1111ifinl l." nf SI' IYi<:<' l•ut I und crsfatHI 
{.h(' l'l' i." ~OI;H' ~iJJidt'lll 'l ' :l lliOII g' {\tl' llll'dii'OS in ;l!'l'l' jlfing· ~l'I'Vi t: C Ill 
l\ig·pr i:t. [do no{. kllll\\' 1' \ ~ 1 '11 \\JII•t\ter !hal. diiJil'll)l y is IIII Sn i'-
JI:IS ,;a \J! e. Is it I h:d. ,,.<' dn not. olt'PI' l\11• 1111'11 l'tlllPgh !' I \HJ11l1l 
ur:.f i' llt:ll. ''''I"' ~ hnnld J.p l:t\;p n :d on! ·e fo lmng· till' ])e p:p·tm cnt. up 
to ,.dreno·lh 1111d ,,· lt t• n it. is at l'nll slrr ng·t.h it. ~!toul.l t:u· kle :1t. once 
\\'hat m~y 1,1' ll11• l':tsi\y pn~Y!'nlihJ., di en C' of t.h1• norf.h. That iR 
not loo 111t11 ·h In :1s l; fnr Slll'l 'h ·. Till' ligllrt!' I h:l\·1' quol<!<l nrc onl v 
11 11 · li"' lll'l!." l'nr 1!1:..' ·1. I lr••n;hiP In think \\'hat. f.l11 ~ li .nres for J !J:..';j 
ll'il\ lH•. 'J'Itrr<' ,,.,.; ·p Slll111' :~pp:.Jiing· fign< ·1·s 111 lite ll:ulcija 
l)i,· i- ion sn f. lt:l\' 1' iiP:Ird :11111 1 , . .,II :1>'1 11 '1! \'nil t . ' ~:tl . il' l ~ h<'.l' :11'11 t.n 11~ 
lhP pn.,il inn is rl':t lly :1s Sl'rioll s :1 ~ in I he •· pidl'mi<·. :vnars of 1!)23 :~nd 
1!1:..'-L \Int. \1'1 11' 1'1! is litP 1110111!_1' to 1'01111! fro111 to ~ <'{; ~bout f lti~ 
l1:rrildP l,n, ill<'>". It . ,,· ill n il I'O~I . IIIOIHW, "n l.n•lll!'tldon s "'""· hnt. 
dilli1 ·nllil' s hn \'f~ hl' l' ll I!'Oi 0\'1'1' i11 p(Jt, . ;. pnrl s of ill!' \\·orld n nd 
lh •• r• · i" no n·:~ so n ll'h\' ll11·\· sho111d nol 1,. go l 0\'1'1' l11•n~. \~/ p IIIII s !. 
h:l\'1' 1111• 111nlll ' ." lo 1.,;.\;\1' 1.\ti s pmhiPm. I s:~ Y : • g· :~i11 lh :il I. \'PIIlllrn 
lo think t !t:tl; if lig-lln's \ikt• thi s \\ '1'1'1' jlllhli , IH•d in f.hn ]lrili h 
l'n•ss ihl'l'l'. 1\'0 I!]d he :1 lrPIII<'IIIInm: nnfl'l'\' . 1\rn lit<' d.ifli1,nltics 
insllfH'r:thln" I \\':I S l'l':ldin•.\· " fell' d:~.1·s :~g· ;, of fl11• \\'Oil<lPrfnl \York 
o!' (]PIII!''"I l~·t·g·:l' in lite l':nt:ll 11:t. ( 'nn :tl nnd 1 ,, . ., ~ ,.·{.1'\tl'l; ll'ifh Lhe 
lntsin Pss likP \\ .':1\· in ll'hi .. lt th r lerr ihl n nlorln]it.v in th:tl . l'Pgion \\':1 ~ 
l:wklPd nufil if i ~ :tlmnsf if nol qnilP •·IP:tr ~f di~c:> sn of a prn
,·p nfihl•· llrt.lnrP. C:t unol somct hi·•g l·e d o,·p for onr ~ nll'e ring 
fri e nd s in lite Jlfll'fl1. l do nnl. ,, · i ~ h lo lnho•1r l.l1is point ln1t if we 
1lo nnl' t.nke IIJl thi s (Jl'P <Iim1 serionsh· \\'1' s hrtll 11nl lw do in•r onr 
dnh· rt nd \\'f) shn ll hr fnilin!! In'' ' "'~'' ' ;, nf: tlwsp lrnditions '"ltid1 are 
dlrt .rrt< ·lrri sf il' o'f 1111' Briti'lt Colonini8P1'1'i<'<'. ( Appi:IIISP.) 

Thl' linn. litP\ Cnnll11<;rl'i:il ~l <' "'f' PI' for l'or l llnn ·our t. : .-
Yonr Ex< :~• ll<' .lll '.\' : 'l'l11 • lloii!I UI':II ,Ie the .\lining· )lnnJ,,.r 11 ·is lt•!d 

m e In ~l :i l <' ilt:d\\ h l' \t.,, ' "'" II ll ll: " '" i,J;,J,J.': • :.J J, .d '"'."-''o r h1• \\'ollld 
ha,·c !t :~d 'lllllt·ll i11 ~ '" '" -'.nil ; i11• llll'lii .. :d 1'1 'f111 1'1. \ VP h:l\·1' lnok<'d 
i hron~·h thi;. n•qo n :111d ll'hi\1• ,.,.. , h:n·1· 1111il1i11 g· h11f :11l111ir:llin11 l'11r 
t.h., Din••· l11 r of ·1 It•• ~ J, . .Jj ,.,j :111d ~:111il:11 ,. ~ .. n · i· <' :111d hi s olli<·f!r~ 
this l'l'f'111'1 11111 sf\ 1.,. '\ " li g· :~lt•d '" l:~llll ' l;f : lidl' . p:~rlil'lll:trl .v p:t .c:cs 
·1·1 In 17. 

Th 1•1 '<' is n1w i~f l11•r ~n l>il' l'l I 11· i, h In !ll l'llfi1111 :tlld fh:tf is lhe 
qH t•sl ion ol' a 11':1\1'1' ~ nppl ,; · l'nr l'nl'i lla1Tn11rt. ,\1 l""''l'lll. \\'1 ' arn 
,-.. ry l11< ·!; y i.r "~-" ~· ··I 11'11 Ions i11 1<· 11 \""'~'~ l'nn n fhl' ••x isf i11g 1\ll':tll s 
nf s11ppl .'" : 111 ln1 \f d .'':1 111101 1.'' ' l':tlll'<.l :1 >11pp\ y :II :til :1111i \\'!' an• 
undl'r 1"<'1'\' gTI':tl i dlilll'lllill '~ 111 \\ · o r\;~llg' !IH· pori \\'llholll. :111 adn
qu:tl<• s npph· of \l':il<•r. '\'h e firsl I hing '' ~ f l':l llll : r rPq llirP ~ ,1']11'11 
tdlP <"IIIIII'S i11 lo pn 'rf i~ ,.,1:d :tlld w:ii Pr . \VP • · :~n :,o·i'" " ltnr lhn •·oal, 
pl e11ty ol' •·oal , l•ul \ ,, ~ .. • · :~1111 nf g· il' l' 1111'111 lh " ,, ~ ,,t . <'r illf•l· w •nl, a. •1d " '" 
oug·ht 1111! In 111i ~ l d: 11l s hipm1' 111 ~ rs i11to •·mni11g i11 fn l'ort . .llari'.OIIrt. if 
ll' e •·a n11ol . g· iq) fh 'Pm " ·l1al ll11·v 1\':llli. in i l11· n ·ny of waf.Pr. T a:l; 
that a. \\':lil'r ,,,.]1 ~ 1111' for l'm.l ll:lrt"nu rl 111:1\' . l11• < ' nll~idPn·d 1"· I . . 
GoYP1'11111PIII :IS ""T ;IS possihll!. 

ThP H"" · 1111· F i r.' l !.:~~·" " ~1 .. 11.l •r•r :- · 
Yn11r 1•;, ,.1'111'111 '\!, : I \l' i ~ h In ,., ,. :1 J', .,,. \l'ord ~ a nd I fhi11h 1 l'a!l 

hP \'1!1',1' hri l'l'. Thil'l'l! :~n• 111."' 111·· 111'11 poi nl ' "" whi<·h T \\'i ~ h In 
:1d<ln•ss .\ ~ 11 11 . I 11111 "1 fir st ''"II'!T''IHI:IIn fhn llnJ~<I\II':Ih! ., fh e Chid 
S P.I 'I'''f =lrl' f,l llq: (;n~'l'l'l lll\1 '111 f•11· il11• 1\':t." in \\' l1i..!1 J, ,. pr"sidnd oYer 
the Fin:1111 '1! Co lllll l\fil' l' _I'!'S II'rd:t v. I fhi11l' ih :d ('(>nsidrl' iHg ,,·h:ll 
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had tak'"' plat ·e dJJI'ing- tl ... lir~t t1·:o or tlll·t·t~ da .1·s tl1e Chid Set: re- • 
l.lly (o 1111, t ltJVt'llllllt!ll t d1d (,i , h•• .,l i11 a dillit ·tdl. sil.ual.iun and he . 
,,.,.s very , .. ,llll'lt·"''s. \\ t•ll 11 lll1 hi ~ 11sual t·lltJrt . .,sy we goL Lhruugh i 
i11 l'l!t:o;·d 1i1111' . '1'(,.,• C !Jit· l· ~;,. , ·n·l.:i ry ill lilt! tllll'l!l'lllllCllL rat!J e r · 
1\';JJJ.i ;,. (l" n1 s h Jn;tt.ler., I hmn g·l1, (H'I'lla.J" lu!I:;JU"' l11! had sp :•lll 11· .. , ks 
" '" ' I! Vt!ll "'"'dl1., in g·td.ti11g· up the"~ ligures !'or !lw Finant'C Hill , 
lou( utwllit:i;~l IIH~ 111hers ~::tllllol. l11e I! XJH··d.ed (o go thoroug·ldy into ' 
I IIi ., lll ;tSS or detail in""" " IJ I' two. lr !Ill-! C llid S et:reL il' ,)' (IJ illl! I 

I fti \'I!I'IIIIH!III had JH!I'sisll' d 'i II II is r .. rmer ;J( (it udt~ I :till afraid (hat. I 

"' ' ,: (,o:: ld '""''e s:il no( fu r (ll'o d" v~ oulv J.ul !'or" wePk . ]l'ow .. \'t'r , 
i't~l'tllll ot ieJy, llll illl! Sl'l'lllll] ti:J,V .h t• g-:i1·c \I S 1' 1'1! 1',\' O]l j>O I' i llllity of 
g· .. ing t.hmug-h the 1rhoiH thiug a111l tl.a t Vt!I',V sat.isf:u:!or.v. 
\', •s l• •rd:ty :t ~ fat· :t ~ !ht~ ~illing of i hP Con ltnitlt•e was t'Olll:l'rne d it 
11 as .ius I "" s ntoo( h as ·,~ uyth iug , ... u]tl ],u , 

I , (w uld like to t·all aLientiun (o !.he "ledil'al J)e partmenl. 1 
1i1i1d; every" '"' t'OIII :e nwd is try ing to do hi s he~t . 'rt,,~ Direc to r of 
1 i11: :\l edit'al and SaniL:t. rv St!rvice pne:;.,nted a r e ry LHg expendnure 
i11 till! l•:st itll:tlt·!s Ill' hi s ·Jlep:trl.tnenl. and .i. \\'an i. lo poin t. out tl1al. 
l1<· lt;~ s Let!ll d11ing his \'1'1')' besL to pul. things ri gh1., Lul Ll 1e l'e is 
o11ly one point L ll'i s lt to tot n· IJ upult and ll1:tt. .is Lite que.-; twn ol 
.\r,··i.:an. du!'lors. '!'hal'. qJ i t'~ liull "'"~raised in Cotlll llitt ee and it : 
l'lllll'l! l'll "d ilw qnestio11ol' ll1t! nalivl' "\l'rit:;lll doll'lor,; . I noli t'l' !ILJL 
p ru 1· i:; iu 11 is unly nt:td t' for six. 'l'l11· lllilldl('r 1111ghl (o [, ., itll :reas,,d 
J> :il'li•· lll:trly :t s llll'n! is :t dillit·:illy in g,• (.ting nu·di,·:tl 111 <'11 from 
I•: JII'll Jl l:. ll t! l' l! is :1 \ ' t~ l',\' l': idt! fi,·ld . IJti! ltH':d p r:lt'titiotll' : ·~ lilld litt· ir 
t• riv:dc pr:tl'lit:e llll>I'C lnn:tlive t han serv it·e 1111 de r tite .J.[edi cal 
IJ•· p:l l'(llll! ll l :tnd iL st :I! IIIS ("lilt ' :1 ma(J.,r l'ur •·•m s idPr:dion as lo 
" · j,,. ,(,.,l. 11·e s l1uldd H11 l. "lr,r 111 ur" indtlt'l 'll ll'll l (u lilt' v• lllll!< mell wh u 
g·" (o I•: Jt g· l:tnd (o lJII:di l'y i11 lilt' prul't~"' iotl ·" 'thai ·;,II IIJ<'il' l'Phtrn 
t li,·y l'tlltld 1:~1;,, s• ·n ·i,., , lllld t• J· I h•· IIol't; l'lllllt'll l . 

'1' 111'11 I IIJi g· ht S: l,\' :1 ll'llrd a iJIIIII 1111 ~ l.t ·g: tl j).,par!llll!ll!.. 'l'llt:l't' 
:11 ·,. :t ioi 111' ,l't>l lll g' llltlll ht·n: 11'l1u :11·•· IIJ ell tber., 111' I h e ll•g·a l prod'e,; . iu ll 
:tnd i ,;i ig"!!.'< 'si il ,aL ilu: ,\ l lornl'y - li •·n ·· J·;~illli ght t'llll .-:id , , u, .. 'l'" '.-t io 11 
111 l! II IJl loyin ;.~· """"' ol' lht ' lll in l1i -< ll t!p:trltllt'll !.. In IIH ' Uo ld Coast 
t( ,. .,.,, :tn: .\ l' ri t· :tn ., ll'h o ~ it :ts l't~lit ·p 'll:lg·i ,dr:tlt · ~ :lllll iltt•n• "~'" I 
.\ fri t·:ttt -..: \\Ito :t~ · f tiS ( 'rowu Prost'l 'lilo r :-; h ttf. ltt · n~ j l~t• rt · i..; no pn)\rision 
IIJ ,I(I, · :t!. :.11. I :til l l':tlht'l ' tli ."I Jl jlllilllt·d ;l( llt:i!. llllli,i,; illtl. ()IJ I ' 

(. """·.-. hu11· • · oJI ·~· t • sl •• tl ll u• !": ·: .! l\;11 · i., i11·•·• · ""''I ll !i1 1k il i ~ tillll' 
I lt:ll -.ot ll t! t!l ll 'lllll':tgt:lllt'll( i:: g·i 1·t·11 hv I l11· 11ol\'l'l'lllllt'lil (o ih<! lll t'lt 

'·""'' f::ll·t• nl ' '""' '' :•Pill IIJt' lll !11 J<: ,: g·l:t ii d l'ur Ill' ' fliii'JlO:'I' of sl ud y . 
. \;,,t li<! r poinl- lh., qtll·s lioH ol' . \ .,s i:.l:tllt Stij JI' '·in!.l!ll< !c uL iu t.lw 

l'" l i .. ,, IJ " I"" 'IIIll'i tl. I, ,.,, l, .)'<.::1 1' a qllt!S t.i .. n II':JS put '"' to wlty Llw 
,,,.I:Jr, ol .IlL 1\• •.-.lt: r 1\':J s IIIli. ittt 'l'l!:tst·d. :\ pt·o tui se was m:tde lhaL 
il 1\'ul!ld l1t: lllu kt •d inl 11, l11tl .\ ' i • ., (l!n(;~,v ll11 ' i II Sjll'<'illl'-ll l! III!I':Jl ";· 
! ' ,olio ·,. :.aid i lt:ll (,.,did 11 111 t! Jilll, :\lr. 1\t·~lt'l' IJ:t ~ l' llllll g·lt 1\'lll'k lu 
\\ ;tJT:tlli :ttl ill('ruo tst: . lie i:-- not d" ino· si lltp l v polit ·(• work and l 
ll t ink I!"' illlltt>lll':thl n J\leJIIiH'I' lt> r ille"'( 't>lllll,l'.llivi .- illlt ju ill ;•tl \l·it.lt 
""' ll'll!•J, !lw question W:ts r:tist•d. M:t.ll \' t in w< this ollit't~r lta s (o 
,.;, ,. rt!porl"d t::tses ll'hil st. t'II IJdut:!iHg ,:ritniu:li t·asl's bl'l't>n' lilt• 
.\l:tg-i., lr:tl.t!s :tlld llt;~t .,!toll's lh:tt Itt • l1a ~ It> sl ltdv al'tr•r offit·e lwtlrs . 
L;~ g·" ·' i., 11ow 1-('t~ !.ting ''" l1 i ~: ill:tt. ~I r . Kester Ita,; t.u he take11 from hi~ 
tmli ll;tl ',\' pulit· . ., ll'ork It> t:ondt Ji·l ''" ' '"'i n t:our!.. l m:tint'aill th:tt it 
i-; 1111l ,\' l' t':tso n:thle ( h:tl hi s t'lll!dtillll!ll( . ~ should l"' inC'I't':lSPtl. ll i s 
,.,. , .. Y des ir:tble lh:tl :111 olli• ·nr t>f (,i ~ a!I:Jinmt~n !.s sh"u],] hP 
C'III 'CH I l'<l_!.{ t!d . 

• \ s n:gartl~ Native Cllurt.s ll ' t~ IJ:tl'e '" '"" lt>ld !IJ:t!. lluverumeut 
t':JII."t> l. do :tll yt !Jing l'llr t lll' l' in till! lll<tll .. r. 'l'ltat. is :111 arguut elll' 
". loJt ·l, ""' .v •·111 holh 11':1 ,\'S 11· ltt•n l!tt~ l•:d,ll·,di"n Hill t·ontt!s In h .. co n-
~ ~ <i <' l'l·d. '!'Itt, d i !li• ·ul ly i., lo gtd :w llit ·i••nl.ly ,,.(IJt·:il,•d i nl:cr pre( •~rs. 
\"'I ,c;d . ,I'll Ill' "(l_l,..,, .s i1 ·on1 II It ' ll 11' 1111 lt:11·,. (.,1'1. Ill!• pri ' "" I')' st· hool s 
l~o11 1.:11' g·J'I!:tl. l lilllg· lo t 'O I I~iolt•r i ~ 11,/.-. llt:~t. t l11· lil~t•rl v ;tl;d lift• t>l' 
1111 '11 \\' IH! ;tl't' frit•d i11 illl· n :di\·<' l'olll'i s is ;II sta ke•. ;I'IH~ judo·n or 
t'CJIII II I tSs lollc !r d oc!:-: llttl l~e • :tr fliP rigid. f!tin g s:tid h,· wif.tH::-:s c· .~ :tnd 
ii Jt · ;; ··•' :.se d. 'l'h e .i•"l .!~··· .! !'l' ls l ': r • nt :~· s(;iiPJnt· nl.~ inl.t•rprl'tcd " '''in 
II~· rt ·sn lt i lw .'""''l.' .t~ d Ill ",\' lose hi ~ lii'P . I 1':1!1 SPI' t.l1" clifflr·ulty ' 
I". ·' '· II :111d d . . ts tldlii ' Jdi lo k now '"'"' (. (o do und <•r :~11 Lit e t:in·um
si<JIIt't· ~ . I t~l,1nk thai l~w lll;tl(pr •night. h e (p J'( . in 1'!te h:tn

1
]s of the 

LH•til'.'ll;tlll.-f,overnors ol 11~t• Norl ht•riJ :1t1d. Soniltt~ l'll Prnvin"e~ who ' 
slto11ld Sl!e (.!J rtt jli'OJl t! l' ildt•l'fll'l'(l'l'S (,, , ;tppoilJtt•(J. 

' l'h" lion. !h i! lllt!ntl1er for I ill' Ovo lli,· is ion : -

Yolll' l •: x ~::-ll e n< : ,V: l ou g ht lo t' X;Jress "'.1' n ·grel. titat t'X]WlHiiture 
'!II t l11 • lt osp.lhtl at. C:dal , ;~r 1s t't>lllt!mplated wlt!~ ll none is provi 11ed 
lo r (ly o. l11 OIIJ' l'rovittt ·" · flyo lo w 11 111on ~ t·spe <:i :tll y , tlwre are 
'""rc· pPopf c titan nt Cnlali: t~·. I :tnt a.ll·: ll'l' lh:t1 ""dnin mon e v is 
Jlll l "" 11

' 11 hl'rC' for !II(• Lag·o,· hn,; pi l: il. H 1:'?4.00(1 i ~ p11 f clown .. f or 

~ . 
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Calahar f 11n{v '.~··rP,ollg-hl_ lo '"' ~Ollll'illillg- _11101"4 ' prol·ided for li S 

lll~ll' : HI · ol lhc' £,,1)1)1) pronded 1"111S .1·par . \ .. ~tl'rday I wa s sorr.1· 
to hPar I l1:1i I hen· 1\";Js no in I Pill inn of g·i,·ing· 11~ :1 lwspilal ;d. { lyo · 
To\\" II. fJt i~ I h<' •·a pit:d of" I he l'm1·ino ·p and 1dJc•n• ~o IIWII \ " 
lhnii~;JIId ~ ol" JH'opl<' :1n• tho•n• is no e·hali<'P of :oll :oc·king· an Ppich•mie· 
or di~ P:l:"t' . whPtt il hn · ;d\~ nul. I ha\"P '1('('11 g·i,· in g· PXpi'P!':-:ion fo onr 
hope• I hat I ho• CJIII'~I ion nf :1 hns pi l: d wnnld hP e·nnsidl'rPd hut at I he 
s: llll <' tinll' lhen' is :1 Yc•ry rl'a l IIC 'I' d fur a 1\·all' r ~11ppl_1· :n1cl I lwp<' 
l"ho• C"onsielPr:d ion of I hat " ·i ll nn l ''" ion .long· cll'la_vPel. 'l'lw 
£7,()()() J" nJC•nl.innPel P: •rlil'l" \\":IS for JIJp n:di1·p pnp11lnlio11 illll iF 
lh l'n' is :• "·:de•r ~ nppl_l" it 11· ill hcndi l lhP l•: nrnn<'a ll ah:o. ,\1 
Th:JCI :Jn it i ~ I"PI"\" rln· :11111 IIJpn• :1n• onh· t.hn•f' \\" I'll ~ frnn1 whie·h 
\\·al o•r e·an ''" g·11i. hn i 1"1'<"1'111 h · 1'\·e·n· 1n•ll \\"a s dry and no oJH' g·ol. 
any \l":de ·r :ol all, l.nl thi s s l:olo• 111' i11in g·s s honlcl not e·onlinnl' ancl I 
lill'rl'flll"l' :.osl; Yolll" l•:xo·e•IIPne·_~ · ll~:ol a \\":Jie·r sl"h<'lll<' 111:1 \" not] ,. . long· 
ell'la.n•cl :1111l I \\"ollld s: 1.1· g·i,·o· ns walcor in siP:HI of a hospital if T 
h:HJ lo o·hcH> 'C' . 

The' lion.''"' ~[Pnd•c·r l"o r tl"· r·:g- ha ]lil"i s ion : -

Your .Jo:xe ·l'lknc:v: ],pfon• :11ldrPss ing ~· on on t.he• 1-:sllln:dc•s .I wi ~ h 
to thank Ynnr l•:~ c:P ll c no·l · on i> Phall' eJf ihl' AI:JI;p ancl Co HIIC'.il for 
lhl' ri'IIJ:ll"l;s in 1·o11 addrc·~s lh:d 1111• ,\lal;o• and hi s Co11ne·il arl' pro
gTPssing- in lhc,· art of" g·o,·•·rn ing· th .. ir co 11nlr.1· and lh:d lhP J•:g·ha 
1\:liii"C• :\dp1ini slrat.ion is 111orl' acll"ane·ecl than an1· olhl'r Achnln Js
t.r:dion in 11\ig·<'ri:l. I fe·lt ,·p ry pm11cl when s111·h 'l'llilln<•nls 1<·!1 
l"rolll yonr · lq!S , Sll· . :IIIII r 0":111 a ss nre ,\"fill l. hal. '""_.\lake a n~l Ins 
('nnno·il " ·ill 1'\"l'r e·onsicle•r it lhe·ir clllil· In n~:JI;r 1111'11" Adnntn s lr:t
lion 111 0 1"1' ll"orlll\· of i.loc• •·onl iclo•1oc·o• of .lh o• ('o•ldral t:o,·o·l"llllll'lll. :J tlll 
wnl'll1 y ol' 'tllllll;t.l inn l1 y IIH• :..: llt'l'ntllldillg· J•ro,· iiH ·t•s . 

Hde' ITin~· In lhe· J·: sl itn alo•s r nedio ·e •cl :Ill ill'lll llllcll'r ll!\:1!1 :l..j. o f 
1111' E sl itn:de•s for l'olie·p 1\;nT:II"b in ,\l wok nl :t and lh P amount In · 
he PXp<·nd,.'d is l::~.li :-,() . Th .. rc• ;II"<' not. nwte' lhan fifty poli!"P11 W11 
in .\J.en ku i~l :11111 f do IIIli llllciC'rslancl \\·hal thi s C'Xpt'llliit·.IJI"C' i ~ for 
1111l<'" it is1

• inl <• nclPd In prm·icl c <111:1rl e r~ forth .. ;\:din• .\dntinis
lr;d inn l'oli !"P. 

I 

[I is : d~S ;I rd to I hi11l; o l" s pPnding· l:::!.ii!>tl on a IIIC'I"l' hat11lfnl of 
polie ·<· . \\"lu·n th e r•:sl inw ll's " ·n r<' in Connnitt .... I asked how m nny 
polie·p11H"' t.ltn re · \1"1'1"1' in ,\h ,.oi;~ JI:J to l,p pmYid nd for :t111,1 I".Jw C hi ef 
Spe·rc•la.rv li• t.hn (lon'nllll!'lli e·nuld not ew' n inl"onn 111n of t.hp · 
11tlllli>PI' .· I: "·onld :~sk for l'nlig·hil'lllllr n l nncle-•r t.hi s .fl pn el. 

,\ Cjlll'sl.ioll 1\"hie :h is agit:~ting· the lllincls of""' r•:g-h:J s nl prcsmd. 
i' th,. 'l'"'slion of :111 :Hir ,qn:~l!' ll":lil' r sn ppl ,l". I nncl nrsl:tndt.hi s is 
nnciC'r your r·on~iclPr:d io11 . I rdrrrpcl clnring· l:~ s t sPss ion lo the 
sc·arc·il~· oF \\·;Ji pr i11 ,\h ~·n l;~lia. I t is sitnply ele pl.nr:1hll' th(• e·nn
clitin11 ex ist·ing· in 1hi s e·onnlry for 1\·: lltl of pnlnhiP w:drr. \V e 
\\'c>ltld r:~lh ~·r h:11·e a g·eHHI supply nf \\·at,:r lh:111 polil"(' h:~rr:H·. k s: 
:lllel \\"e' clo ask for your a ss isi :IIII"C' in this . 

\\·,. an• l"l!l",l" gT:Iidnl for tl11• pro ,· is ion maciC' for :1 n nw•hospihtl. ""p h:11·e• :1 l"l'r_l" good cine· ! or in I hl' prc'SI' III ho~ pil:tl :111cll h op~) whPn 
tho• liP\\" hos pil:~l is In J.,. op1'111'cl l11• 11· ill IIIli. J ... oye rJook e el. 

Th (·'l"!' arr oi"hl' r prm·isiolls tn:Hi l' nllcll'r I [Pacl :14 to m ePI t.hP 11 l'ecls 
nf tl 11• r·o1111H1111ity of l•:g· h:dancl :t111l for :dl IIH•se• \\"P :~re I"Pry 
I h:o11 k fnl . 

Tho prnl"ision ~ IH:Jcl c• for .\hPoknf:t l'roYinr ·r nnclo•r" l'it•\1· it em" 
for [!l:!l i-:!7 :I.IIIOIIJtl· to :t sum of l::-18 ,01)(), 

\\"itlwnl Yi11111iing· in v:o i11 :tclnlation . \ he•oklli:~ C"OIIIr ihu t.cs ahont 
clonl.le· this :111101111t lo th e snpporl u f lht• (',ld ral Ucn·c·)rllnl t'lli·. with 
hf'r J:.f.ll.tltl(l ; ~:d e of slclll!' from Am quarr_, .. fl(i,(ll)(j :~s mo iety 
fm tn laxc·~ a111l ol"nt" flll.tltlll fron1 olh!'r soUJTe•s. 011 tho f:tc :e o f 
1hPsc' thoug-h :J\:tiH> is In hn proYidPel IYith \\':t iPt' snp pl_,. :tl. n c.ost. of 
£ 80.01H). !•:11\l'g·n :~I :t r·osl nf ±: ~0.1)1)1) , .\I >C•nl;nla is sl ill lo l'OIII.imte lo 
s uiYPr as l lw ~·e s:~id frotH " ·:ml of :t g·oud supply of 11·at.c•r. 

I. h:JY(e 11 oJ to refer In t:], p ll":nt l uf " Com nwn:ial Jnt.elligeuce · 
Jlnrc ·an for :)' ig-Pria . • \ JIHrC':JII uf thi s n:~l . nrP. OIH:e Px islr el hPrc 
nncl.-r lhc> n j:lllag·••tn c• nt of th:~l" hig-ld.1· int .. llig·e nt. olli!"e'r Mr. 
Hirlh\\· i~IIC' "i ils e· 'i .. f. rr,. \\" :O S a \'1'1"_1" ahl .. g-n11i.IC'tll:lll :<llcl a \"Pl',l' 
hPJpfnJ llti'.Ji \ 1111 J.C'I\I"I'e'll IJtc• (;oi"C' l".IIIII C' III. :JIIcl t.J11• ('otlllltc' IT i:tl 
rle•lllf'nl s . rr h ,· ing· SC' rl"c•d as M:~n:~g·pr in l:~rg-c• hnsill ess e·olle'l' rJI..-; 
hPrn :""1 :dm>iHI h~· ":"s :ohl .. lo .e·aiT.)" e!n Vl'l',l" well i.ndPP.d, he ) put. in 
:tl_l In s l:1d .. all I11s llli P. res t. :1 1111 h1s lll.l":llnahle ex pcri ene :e so that. 
11·d·lun :1 shol't IIIII(~ hf' \\·as :Jidp In ju ~ tify lhr ex isiP JIC 'l' of thi~ 
Dq>:~rltn r ll l. ' flo• org-ani sl' d Ag-r i(' nlturnl >ho11·s in 1hi.' r•() tlllln· nnrl 
lr:IYP I!"d o•:d"l' 'in·ly in lhr! int r>n·-1 nf ,.,,11111l'!l"f·<? ro•md ih<?. J'm-
1e,·J, q·;dr' -: l •11 t "~'~ J,J, Jl' t Jre iiiPIII l11- D e p:n ·1ment wa ;; do;;crl. 
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i"eb. l;J-20, l92uJ Co-uncil Uel;ates. !)!j . 

• \s wg·:n·ds j.hH .Me,]i!':d "~>•·parln1qd lh•· rt•porl hid on lht· j:ddt· 
is , ..... .\" h:u1 n·:11ling·. 'l'l11•n• is nol I h·· , Jig·ht .. sl int•·•il ion on 1.111' 
pari of :111_1" 1111 ' t11hf'r of I his Collllt'il lo •·a s l :111.1· a s p•·rs io.n 011 I ill' 
g·PIIIit·llll'll <'llg·ag·•·•l i11 t.h .. .ll!'p:trllltt•nt. 'l'l11· P:-;l•···ntf' dilli•·~tll\ · 
11n•l•·r 11·hi..lt 1111'\' h:t.,., . J,..,.n \\'orl;illg is :t t11:tllf'r of l'olll11tOII ktlfl\1·
.l .. dg·•·. 'l'l11· n•p;,rt . in I(III'SI io11 slw11·s I l1al . di sl':t sl' ol' "'"' l;i11d or 
f l11• oilll'l" h:ts 1':\:ll , lt~d :t \'1'1',\. f:tq.rt• loll or f l11• fHlfllll:tl ion oi' lilf• 
7\orllt''~· n l'ro1· i11t 't'S :tnd ;.:·i,·,·s riS<· lo •·tttlsid .. r:dd, : llllf':t s iii<'SS i11 I h:tl 
\\'h:li i;: lo pt'l'\' 1'111 t.l11•ir .< pn·:11l lo " ·" i11 ll11• ;o.;nullll'l'll l'roYill< ''' ·"~ 
'l'l11•n• "''"""'john •·oll s idf'r:d,J,. dillit·llll,· i11 hri11g·i11g· ll11• sl:tll' 111' 
lh•• ~J .. .Ji, ·:~ l ll,•p:trlllll'lll to 1'111l sln•ng·t·h. l11 l':tt•l "'' :t pp•·:!l· In 
ht• J,,,_\"t'nll t•d . I :-.:tq .. ::g·P:·d. ~i r. t l1 :d t'1II 'Oll r:1 !.!,' f'IIH~nt . l~t• g·i Yf~ll l.n Olll' 

yollltg· 1111'11 lo !"''"'''".! lo l•:ng·l:tlld !11 qn:tlify for t.l11: ~l,•d .it·. al prn
f,·--i"" · 'l'h .. •·<Jtlll l. rv •·:til do 11· ith :tl lco:t sl a. •·onplP ol' l1111Hin·d 
A l'ri•·atl "'""i•·:tl 1111 ~ 11 i r :.; i~~· ··ri:t is to 1. .. propPrl,\' s l:dl'···l jo I'OJH' 
\\'it h di ~ < · :t sf's 11·hil'h :11'1' d,· .. int:tl i11g· li11• popul:tl.ion. Hdor!' I ~ jj 
do"·" i l lll'g· t., ""b"'"· lr•dg·r: lltl' ,·,·n· skilful 111:111111'1' in whi• ·h lh•· 
l':sli111:tl r s h:11·1\ lt.:1•11 fll'l"' ' 'tdt• d j., jhi s Conn•·il It,,. IIH• llo11nnr:tld•· 
jl11• (~ltiH :-;,., ·n·l:tn· lo ll11• t:o,·f'rllllll'lll, J\lr. ll:tddP1f'l', '11<1110111'
:dd,. "•·:n dt~ • r" tn11si h:11·•· t""''" tit .. p:tliPIII'f' of t.hf' Chid iScf'.rP.hll'l' 
to Ill<' c : ~OYI\1'11111('111 ·. ll'itl'll in ('ollllllil lf'r . :1 1111 T !1111 S ill'(' hr 11111 ; :. • 
'""'.'' !.!' lli .J, , th:tl lltPn' \\·:ts 111'\'1'1' :1111· inl .. nlinn In olts lr111'1. I IIH•n•-
ror•· · p:l.\ ~ Jrjf. ,,t ~ Jn hi:-: n: tfiP ilf'f', ~-•ltlrif•O..:_\ - :lllt'J f: 11'f. in ~: lt•t•l'illg' lht• 
};,lill::d i.·s 1111·•>11g·lt lhf' f~nllllllilff't' in ll11• " ·" ·'·hi' did. 

Tf,.. I l:nn. If,. :-;,., . .,nd I'";.!'"·" ~I ,.,ll,·r 

YHIII' I~;:,,.I' JJ , .n,., . : I dt> : ~ in• In lllidd· ;1 """' ,tlt :->.1'1'\';dinn ....: 1111 ftlll' or 
l\,·n point:-: ltni IH;I'nn• dni11:1· :-; n I d(' :-: irt• I n t' ' PI'PS.'-' Ill,\" nprnion nil 
\\ ' li:t l h:t ~ ],. .,.11 ":tid f, \ ll11• flnn o nr,11tl,. ll11· ~l•·ndH·r l'nr tJ,,. C:oln111 
I) i \' i ., ill II . :t " 1'1'1''"1'" ' . Ill'. I""' i I i "" II r ''" ' I ' 111111 i ,. i :t I ~I ··nd II'I'S I .II 
I" i' I ·, II 1,11' i I . 

I qnilt~ :lg'! 't'P th;Ji llilt!l ' l' 11111' l·nn :-: tilnl inll it is 11111 poss ihl,. for 
th,•tll lo ,;1r,.,. stll'h :111 "l'i'"·'iti o11 " ·J,i ,·lt . il s~t• · •·•·s·d · lll, ntig·ld. ''""' lo 
t i11 • o\·•·rl 'hnm ol' \'OIIr L -.; •·l'il<:nn·' s :11ltnini s i rat .ion awl Htdtsl it11lr 
:tlloilt••r l.t<•:tdl'd, -·lt :tll l s: 11· . 1,, . . ll11• :lonnllr:thl ,. ll11• Mn11tiJPI' !'or 
:-;!tippin g· : 11· itlt tl11• !'lnllflltt::tld,: and lP:tl'lll'd ('ntlllllf ' l'l'i:tl M··mlH·r 
l'or (':d:tii~ JI' "' Iii!• .\llnl'tll'\'-(ll'nl'l':tl. \o. :-;ir. ""'II :t lhing· is ""I 
f"'"ildo•, l11ll I dn ihi11l; il ·i , lilt' du i.1 · nl' till• 1: 11ollil'i:tl ;\ll'll.tlll't'~ ol' 
ll 1i :-- ( 1olllll'il In nll,•r :~l n•!JlJflll....: nppnsilinll In :lit_\· (~(1\'l 'l'tl llll'ld . 
IIH ':tSII I'I' •\ r poli•·.1· \\ hi• ·l1. in IIH ·ir opini.,n. is 11n l •·n11dtll'i 1·., t.n t.!tf• 
!"'·'' inll't'('" '· of 1111• t'IIJtlll IT :tlld I 1'1' 1:1 lll' t' lo ~ ".\' 110 """ :IJ>Jti'("'·i:ill' " 
t.itl' llt:f' e~s ij~- for st11· h "" nppns it ion 1111>1'1' th:111 .~ · o11r 1•: -.; • · ··11""' ' ~· . 

!,i i;,. 111.\· pn:d t•t'f'S ''"''' 11·ltn li:l\'1' s poi;PII I do• .,ir• · l•1 s p<•:tk nil I l11• 
st1h.i•·• ·t. ol' tl11: J\ll'di .. ::l f)I ' J>:ll·fnll ' lll 1,,., .,,, , ,., 11·1"'" '"' ' lind tlt:il . tl1i s 
fl''~'' !J ;J-.. lw<'ll in qll ;t r;tn:int• l'qr ~~ O:i tl:1y:-- oltl 11r :;1;: •. i l. is o ln·io tl :-: 
I It :t l ::I I is 11o l \\'I'll. I l1 :t ,.,, 1111 doll I 11 I It :1 I I It I ' 111 I'd i<·:Jl :t nl l1o rd i I'S 
:1n· do i n ~:· l l,,•ir IJ,. ,, ;. l1111 if is 111 ' ''''":11·\· ro r '"In point 11 1!1 11·lt:il. \,.,. 
1hi11l; :11 ·,. d•·l•·1·ls 111 ll11• s.\ ·,1•·111 . I lt:ll·,. ,.,.,d 11ith Yl'r.l' gT<':tl 
itll<'l'l' ' l ill•' l'l 'llf> ri ol I ill· l'rin··ip :tl )J, ·d i· ·:·l .\lllhoriii• ·s or I Itt· \\'·· -1 
.\l'rii':Jil ( 'o lnnil' ." 11 Ito l'• '<'f'llll y 1111'1 :tl .\1 '1' 1':1. Thai l'f'JHII'I 1'1111 -
l:iills llt:lll\~ d <• ft:tl:tidt• :i11d l'flll i<• IIIIIIIJ ' (llliiJi o.. l111f Oil <' !'all ~ 1'1' <til fill ' 
\\' :J.'' tl11 ·,,,·g· lt it ll11• d<• <in • rnt· lit•· inlf'' ·n,·•·llll•lll ol' tiii·IH•<tlllt of tl11 · 
fl''"flf, . 1111',1' >' <'1'\'1 ' . I l1H1I; 1'111'\\':11'.1 11· illt iHif'l't•s l l11 lit •· rnl .lll'f' 11'111'11 
I lt"l"' :o '"'<' tl11· -•;;t,~·· · slin H~ " ·J,i .. l• :11'1' ln:tdf' i11 tltnr r•'l"" ·t 
d•·n·lnJH'd o11 pr:H·I i .. ,,J I i "''' :11td I ,.,. " t 11 n· to III>JH' t Ita t leg·isla h o 11 
11·iff i11 1111• \'1'1',\' lll'al' 1'111111'1' Ju• illll'lldtll·f'd rill' lit<• Jllli'JIOSf' nf ('.:JIT,\'

iHg· 11111 IIH· ,n·• ·o lllllll 'llfl:tli""" tiH•n·ill •·nlll:tillf'd . 
. \ ,; n•g·:trds Pdtll':tl ion , I "" 11111 :tgT• ·•· 11· i1 i1 111\. llonournlJ[I' rrif'lld 

ll11• ~lt'tlliH'I' l'ot· il11• ( 'o lon .\ · J)i,· i<inn for <tpolng·i:..in...t· l'or a s kin g· 
I It:• I till• "'< !olld r••:tdin!.!· nl' ll11• II ill ~'""" " l11• I"'·'I JH>Ill'< l. II is 11111 
dtJt• Ill :Ill\' dt• .<iJ ·; • i'o>J' nll .,j l·lll 'lito ll l ft:d \II' iltinf- fl::ti lilt' SI'I'.OIId 
I'Padillg· ,,;,,tid IIIII l:d;,• I'''" ''' :tl tlti , :-;,.ssinll or jj,.. f'nlltll'il. '"'' 
\\·11<'11 lio l't'l'llllll'lll inlmdll'''' ·" :1 Hill \\ hi•·l1 11· ill lt:l\·1· lhn nll'<·< ·.t. ol' 
('h;tng:ing· I li t• l'lllirt• ~ _, · ,J , •tn nf (••ltH';tlinn in ll11• ~nnillf•l'H l) l .n\·inf·p ~ 
:1 t11l ('ninny " · ilho11l g·i,·inl-1· llnll n llr::l olt• ~f, • ntlu • r ;; :111 opp<Jt'lllnity 
n•· lllldt•rs l:~udi11g· " ·h:d lilt·' Jll'lljliJ':II .< n•:tlly :11'1', illlllollrahlr• j\1'1'111 -
lll'r.< l'•·..t tlt Pir r• '' l'"""il,ilih· 111 !Itt· """'•·r and ' ~'·'~ IY opp•nl11nih· 
~lJntJ]d !tP ~d·~:f•Jl f tt ::I I tltf' ilrlf t' rf'l: tl/ 1 ~t· r ·f ;r , p . rrf fi t" 'fl' ll.'.rt' ' .'·'; • . ,. • ,1 

P XJ •P ·· ~ 1hoi, '• r• ;rJ·· · T i ~ :.•· r•·;,J, rt \t-hv 'i-l. r~ h;tv(: 
:··i· ·l·"·•i ; fi, .. . :,;;,; q,j,. " " J,,,-1' trd;r·n ;,n.J tl11• dr:lay 11·ill. onl y lend. 
111 111,\' op1111011, to 111ak" for improYPliH·nl· in jh e pnn-i~ions of l'llf' 
Hill. T ren<l " ·iih ~1>111~· illlf'I'(\St lhP s .. s~ionnl l'aper whi ... h hns 
IH' I'll prf'p:nrd 11.1· i.hP 'llollonr:t1111' I h .. Dl-rf'r·lor of };,It(('at.ion and jo 
lll.\· 111intl jh:tl. Sps,; irn1:tl l':tpf\r shnll's t·hnr tlte Hnnourahle g<'nl lmnnn 
<IJllll'l'< ' i:d•·~ l.h .. d!'fPI'fs in tl1c pn·S<·nl Pt!t!f·ahonal sYRh:m of thi~ 
Colon~· :11111 l)~:d . hn :l.]lJII'P•·i:dl'~ \l·h:d i;; " ·nniNl in lh·i~ Golonv. T 
was ;;orr.\· th~tl 110 rcf!'n\111'(' was 111:1d1• in HlP Tiill to •~omp,;bor.v 
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'-'fJfJ"'"'" t .. "'' ' to '"' tl1is: " .,. '""''' a '""" dn t- l•y t l,i , •·oHIII r.1· or 
only ill·<·ll ly 1nilliuns a11d against thnt \1'1' han• got a reveunt• or 
t!ig· lti lllillioll s and it s<'l'lll s to 1111' to IH· p e rf•·•·tl .v n •SJH" :tniJ]., fi11:111ee 
Iii l'OII , itler the po,;,;il.ilii,l' or de parLiJ Jg· <I littl l! rn)JII til .. poli< ·y or 
11\l'l'ling· 1'.\ Jit'illliturP fl'lllll t' IIITI'IIi' l'l!l'l'llll!• ror ··apital 1\'lll'ks . I 
th i11k tl ~;d :.1 1 lilt' ('ol!lllll ' l'l'i:d ~ll'illhers of ll1is Colllll'il will :1gr"" 
IlLii it i.' :dillo . .; t "'' :J :-; io111 ol' lllod Prll LJJsill• ·ss f·i"""''' ' tl1at •·apit:d 
d .. ,. ,., , ,lllit•iil . .; -dloldd J. , . • li<idt · IIIII or ""''"'· If\\'(' ltHtk )'l)l\Jld 11011'
:ll la ,l' :~1 •·a pital dl'l 't•lojll lll'llh lllldt •l·i akt•JI l,y t'OIIIIIIl ' l' l 'i:~l t'lllll 't'l'llS 
,,,. l1y 11 :dio1t ' \\'t' li11d ! lt :tl prit~t · iplt · i tt \ 'Og' lll ' . I :-: lttltdcl lil\t• to 

'"'""' 11' 11:~1 I j,.. lloi!lllll':ildt· 'l ' rt·: l' lll 'f•l' '·"' ·' lo >:II ' :~l1111il I h:il. 'l'llt' 
t l .. n·r llllll 'lll tll lg· hl to '"''' I' in 111ind t "' ' po.,sil.•ility ol' n.l'rai11ing· 
fr'' ''' ..... pt·ndirtg our l'P\· ~·IIlll' u11 t· •tJtil:tl \\ ·orl \:o; " tJ loH g· :t :-; " ' '' Httlinl:t i n 

" l'<•asol i:dd t• p mporl i t~ II hPill·t·(• Jl ~<Ill' lo:~ll :~ntl o nr l't'l't'llllf'. 

In ,.,,;,;·:.rd lu tl1e ,. _, tilll< l l<' ~ , it i., us u:d rtJI' tiJ< ·Jil tu ''"''"'in J11r a 
cerL1in amuunL uf nit i t·J ~II J 111 l 'u lllllliti ee and 111 tl1i s case they have 
eonw uul u[ tile carp i ng t· rit it: islll, as u:<ual , ,,·itlt a I' L!I')' ti llUSLantial 
ian•·asc: in~t ead uf a dt ·cn·:"e. lt is :;aid ill th e n;purt of til<> 
S e lect Cum 11111 tee t.ha 1 t

1
l11 · e l't'e•·L .. r ''"' l'l!l'UIU lll endal! olls ui tlt e 

Culllllliltl!e i ~ lu i11nea st:' I he expe udilun: fur the ye:1r by .t~U'1,U77 
aud to dt•CI'l!:t St' it by l:!4 ~ 1 , U7--,, and !l1al till' llt'l dcneast' is there
fort' :t: ·IG, KU ti . '.l'h:tl 11l'l d t•<· rea,e i~ du e to ll1i s , lilat J: ll:ll ,UUU wurlh 
ui' l!:\ JH ' illl iil ll 't' :t pp<':ll 'ed l ll' it· t• iu till' a<'t'lllill.b alld had to IH! 
ll· iLildraii' JI. I L wa s ,; illl[il,\' a 111i s tak u i11 "' ' ''llllllli!l g" . 'l'ilaL itt'lll 
:; illijll .)' l'<llt<l' ou t: it \\':I S IIIII 1i1 e l't' .' llil uf :Ill,\' CCOIIUIIIiSillg, a11d 
i11 s l l' :.d ul' a dt·• ·reas. • til< ' i'l' st ·t·JII s 111 lw :1 ,·,·n· real Ill'! iut:reas.· ul' 
:t i>tolll l,;i;S.\ IJIJiJ :1 ' ti lt' l' <· s llil o f i l11· :-it•lt•t·l (;OIIIIllifl e<."s :t<·liv ilit• ,.; . 
I ! t ; t \ 't • .... :tid'" ' ~'\' :tttd ,,,.l'l' <~g-aill llt:tl it i:-' ned ri g-Il l , IIlli ' j :-; ii l :tir . 
tl ~:il IJit ' l'" ' l'" '' ·' il,illi,l' l'or til<· ·[in:.Jil·<· ul till, t'tlllltlry s i1utdd i"' 
" '" ' " '" ' 1111 ih" llllll ilit·i:.l ' '"'lli l ... r, ,11· tl , i., (',. ll lll'il. :\ t'UIIIJ<Iil!et· 
t'I/Jhi,lin g· or unulli•·ial ll l <·nd~t·r .; t':llllllll •· riti< · i ~" !ill' t•s lim :llt•:; ol' 
thi ~ tAcJ\'i :l'ltllt l' H I , ,,·itl t : 1 , . ;, . \\' !11 :ttl .\' ~ ul htanti :tl t•t·oHotttising·, iJy 
spt •ttdiu g :t 1'1111plt· or lb .\':' :t -.. i\ ill :.!· qtll• :-.. tiun:-: td' t !t t' nllit·i:tl~ n•:-;pon
sildt· j',,. tl11· lit'IIIS td. 1' :\ jl\' lltiil Ill\!. Fu r :111 t' :\ :1111plt· ul' how 
t•t · <lil<~ ll< it · ,; ,.,"' Itt• .. l't't·< ·t ,•d, lak1· i111 · IJISI:lll t' t' ul' ( ' ol<~llt · l llallllllttlld 
t:u tu i tq.,:· ctltl f,, l' t 'Ji"~'' oil l i t• · l':til\\' ;t_\" :t d tnini :-.t r:llicHt. ll t· didn 't =-- i t 

dtt \\11 rur ,,,.,, d:t,\""' :~:... l \ tlq ~· ljllt' ... li tlll ,..; , tit• " P<'III tl IIl ii ~~· lillll ' in 
t• ;.. ;ttltilliHg· t l11· r:tll\\':1 .\ . :!I T I II I Itl .... . :111d il11· ..... l; t iY 11! ilt•· ra il \\o.l,V: l11 • 

11':1\'<·llt•d :d J 1111'1' lilt• l':ii lll:i\. ,,,·, (t•lll , :I IIli .' :ill' i ltill !~·s 1'111' itill ~:< df. 
II, • \\'as :111 <" · 1'' ' 1'1 1111 r:~il11··"·' .; :1111 1 " ' " ..... , ,JIJ tti· hi , thorotq . .d1 

t' :\ :tlnillalion It t' did t•i (l •c · l •.• ,n .... idt•l · ald~·t·t·t~llo !tt!t • :-. l 1
!t•dli, · i:tl .J\lt'lll 

l ~t· rs ui' !Ill' Ctt11111·il •·: 11111 111 lt:<l.t! till· .'< 1111<' tiJ•pul'i.llllil,l tJf inYes!.i 
g·alill g· llt:<lit ·l·s i'"r iht'lll .'·t·il' t' ." · \\",. ll·t· rt• J't'lllilldt•d lu-d :i ,V ili:d a 
s: 11·in g· ol' t: SKII, lllltl lt:ttl lw t' ll t· l'i' t·t·lt•d " ·' lht • l't' ~ llli ol' CnlOII L'I 
ll:. nll ll llllt l',; :~< h· i,., . 1111 till · ,,.J:~yilw ol' t ill• lr:11·k ~\linu:~-1\aduHa and 
l't'l'ti iiSi l'lll ' iillll tt l' l•rid gt•.; Y.ung·;• rll ~~~illll:l, :~nd fli:d i lt:JI Slllll i,- !IIIII' 
:. l·a ii :Ji.J, . for .. tlll!l' ol'.i''" '"· II 11·:.s a .-. " n •,; ull ttl' tl .. • iul .. ri' P. IIli on 
ol' !'olonl'l ll:illllllolld lh :li lh :d llltlll e,\' \\':I .S IIIli lo lit• Sjll!lli. on lh e 
s u ltjl'd. it ll':l s t•:JI'ill<~l'kt · d l'o r. I li:ll·t· sa id .. ,.,.,. and oYt' l' again that 
till· l'l'S (Hlll s il ,i li t.y !'or th e lin:llll'l!S of lhi ,; t'tlllllirl· sl lotdd llol l H· 
sa id I" J ... Ill'"" illl> " '" " ""' '' '" 111' II !., '{l ntdlit·i :d \I, .,,.J .. •rs ol' lhi s 
( 'olllll'i l. ! 11 1111 s in g· lt • I':!St' in t ill• l•:s l in t:<it' ." di d W<' haY I! il~t · 
a ss is i:.IP 'l! ol' :111 .1' ttlli•·i:~l llll ' JIIlii•rs 11! ill· I· I lt:lll I 11 ,. lll•ad of dPpar t
lllt•nt whust · \'olt• :d I ill> t illll' II' :J s lllldt•r l'l' l' it•ll'. ·1 solll<'i inl<'~ II' ish 
th:d. ,,.,. n•ig·ld h:i l't' an npJ""ition :11ltl lnrn onl ! h P pn•seut 
(lo\'PI'IIlll <' lli. f shonld r:dht•r likP lh:~t to h:IJ'IH' II, 1101 il 1a.l I want 
to nnd P ri:~l;" il<t · ofi i< ·p 11·hit:IJ <H IP ll" n"nr:tldt· ?llt·!ldit'l' ,s ugg·<•, tf'll 
1 might l ak t•, but in nrtiPr thai I nlight h<· pril'ilt ·g·t·d iu St' <~. for 
inst:~Jil ' t', ll~t • llirP<·I t~r o l' l'uhli< · \\' ork s •·rili•·i s i11g' lht· Es tima tes 
of lh:<i llt•tt:•rillll'lli ol' wl.i..il ill · lt:ts ' " J.illll'llll l!.' i< l; nmvli><lg·<' . 
~in1ilarly , in till' Coll lll ' i l :.nd ('oll ll ll i ltt •t•, :1,; ll't• h :JI'<' lh<'lll now, I 
sl lould lik e lo St 't' 1l~t• Cl<' lll'l':d "'lanag·••r ol' I"" H:~il11· : 1\' (\Jid, •avo ur
ing· lotdi<·it LH ·is '"In t ill • adi1· il it •s o l' !Ill• ~l:.rin e :D,•parllllt!lll an<l 
o ll'Pr i 11g pun g·• ·n t. l'l'i t i• ·isiiiS of I h:t! l )pp:l rt tHen!. 'l ' lll'l 't' nn• 111:1 II)' 
points of sit11il:~ril.1 ' i11 !Il l' Pngim•Pring· lll ':l lll'lll's ol' 1ht·ll:tilw:1\' :tlHl 
ol' thn Mar illt' , :IIIli 111<· lfP:Ill of lllll' of th(• S(' nt•p:ll'illll'lli'S is lte t.ter 
qn:ll i fl<!tl to nitit·isP illl· ·l·:stinl:lles of ihf' ot he r ])pparlnwnt l.hnn 
:Ill,\' unoflil'.in l llll' lllhl'r <·:111 possiltl.1' '"' · Hut it· is :~ pp:Jrent.l1' n o 
]l:lrt· of !.lit! tlnt y 111' lilt· li <•:Hl ol' illl• Hai l11·a\· 'DC'p ,,r(lli Pn! to r:riti,·i sP 
II1P Marini! 'Dt'JI:II'illll'nl or of l ht• llirP< ·Ior ol' ·"ari11P lo •·ril,·isf' 
thJ H.:J.ihl·ay. :.ll ho n•!·l• 11~<> .1' :II'<' holh llll'JnlH·r~ of l . l1i ~ ('nun<·il ju s t 
:1 s llllil'h :IS I IH• Hnofli< · i:~l IIIPillht•rs. \\r,, l1:1d :111 insi:Jil<'t~ in (\nn 
JIIi l'lt!f> . 'l ' lw Hire~:t .. r ol' ?\ Iarine : tsl;~•d. for moll>'V to he 
1·o tP<l for t lw pnr, :ha "'' of :1 riYet-makinp; ma1·hin e .' It wn ~ 
poinl<·d out 111 :11 ihP raih1·ay h :lll :1 pPrf<'<·ll y g-ootl rivr·t·
lllaking· m:ll·liiu l' th:il •·ottltllurn out· rivPI~ at n •·Pr!:t in rate. I do 
uo t l'< ' liiPn·Jl><•r 1rh:d I hP o n! pul was . 'l'ht• Tfononr:tl•le !hi' Di1·N:tor 
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llH Niue ri([ l.cy is/([ tin· f l'cl>. l\1-:!ll. 1\I~Li 

SIH'I'It't' a,; o·oJnpo.;ilor,; to tl1 e ir o·redit, tlll'll who hal'o' lw1~ 11. at i!Jt•ir 
tuaxiuolllll for" lllllniH•r of .~ · ,~ar .< :tnd lt;ll' te Jto prw;pel'l of any further 
illl'l'l':tSI', :lilt! ,l'l't I'Oillilllll' to di.;l'it:lrg·e titPir duliP.; with fidt•Jily 
and z.,al 111:1y •·on11· i11 for tl11•ir .<hare of •·onttliPHtl:ilioll and that 
they Ilia,;. :d.;;, pal'l :il;e of tl~;il l'rHilii.J 1rhid! bib frn111 t.he llta .< ler's 
tab! .. . 

• ·b reg·:trd.; the ·~lt>dit·:d ])pparlllll' llt I hPar 11·ith p!Pasure th'al we 
are to '""'"a pipte-horlle .;t'll'l'l':lge st·ht'llle. L onl.1· lll<~ntion th:d in 
pa,;si ng lo show the g-ml ilio ·:ll ion I he people feel that it. should be 
one of votll' l•:xo·elltelll'\'',; fir,; l ;11·ls, and I do not t hiuk T shall he 
IH·•tr:oyi;,g ofli .. i:d o·onti;IPtll·" if I "'.\' ll1:ot I h:on• rpn.;on to lwlievll 
tl~;d ,.,.,.'""""''"l:tlioll .< h:o1·,. :olt·••:ody '"'''" """''' lo that •·11'•••·1. 

'1'1" ' 'l"' '" ' io11 of "'"'"''!' rno ·l:o""'' io11 i.; ""'' 11·hidt i,- 11·ithi11 t.he 
purvie11· oft he S:111ilary l>••pal'lnll'llt and sll':olltp redantatimt Ita .< an 
illtporiullt' !,earing- oll :-\t ~g-rt•g;diou , :-;t-~g-regodiou a:"\ between insPc.;t 
aud ul:ltl. SegTI'galiou IH'ill'l•t•ti tnan atll! "'a" i.; a poli1·.y 11·hidt 
has la!l'll advo•·•tl••d :llld p11r .; u t• tl :tl t'IIOrnlllli.; o·o,;l fo tl111 rt!l't'llUe 
:.11Hl is only 01 IIH~ans to till t•nd, :-;pg-rt•g-;·diou l,t'l\rt't'll in:-;t•1·t and IH:ln. 

'L'h•· S:onit:ory lh•pal'ltllnnt did 11ol, lwwevt·r, appPar to r.., gt'il ing' 
the .;:Jttfa..tory l't!sults for w!tio·h I hi!.\' 1~'<"'1'1' worki11g· and so '""'·h is 
that. t.he <: a.;~; that· the Sanitary aullwrilil's have"'"'"""'" it n en•.<sary 
t·o extend t.!teir :11:tiviti11s to ·,·.ul'ting- dowu h:lllillla t rt>es and pin~
app\t;s i11 all elltleavour to de.;troy th e .breeding pl:11·e ,; of lllosquitoe,; . 

'l'u el'fed the red:tlll:tl'ion of those :tre:ts 11·ill g-o :1 g-re:tt way iu 
eltel'ling seg reg:ttion as he l.lrt·en insed ilnd t11:1n l.eeause if mosquito 
lneeJing places :tre redut:ed to '' gTe:tt extent lhl' place ll'ill pre
SHilialtly lii·'I'Ollle les,; li:dt!P to di.;~•:~,;p :tnd lht> he:tlth of the whole 
eunllllUnit y will in1pruve. 

Anollii,.. tnalter is t.h,, diflil'lllty of gt•lting· c\l'ril':lll pr:1dit.ioners 
i11to t l11· .;t•rviee of I he Uo''"l'lllll e nl. Tl1erl' :tn· I'PI'I' fe 11· Afrit::tll 
tlot:lors in tl ... , \V,,;t Afrio·;1n )],•dit·:tl SPrl'in· 1·•··1 lit er;. :tn• :1 llllllliler 
with Vtery high qu:difit·;tl ion s , nil' II of I'XJll't:il'tll'e :tlld lllt~ll skilled 
in tlw '"""""'" :ond pr:11·tic ·•• of .;urg·•·r.l·, hut it .<Pl'llh l'llal' thl'it· ~ • 
S<!l'l'io ·" forth" purpo.;l' of •'lltoluull·nt:< ;~ud ;~lloll·iltll·••,; :tn· llll':t.;ttred 
in iiiTonl:llll'l' wit!, th .. ir lt:tti•cn:~litl · tlli<t i,- lo .;:11· lc1· tit .. ,.,cf,,ur 
1J f till' i r s ki II. • . . . 

I :1111 in no"'''-''' s11g·g·•·sting- th:tl ll11· .\fri•·••n ,; houlll :~.;pire to 
'" ' !It" ol·c·rlorcl tcl. tl1t· 1•:'"."1"'"" lcut ll11• 1':11·1 l'l'lllilin.; lllitl ],,. Ita,; 
to lllldl!l'go th<! s;lllll~ P.~pt'll:-:t· <llltllltt_· s; llllt' ri:..;ks in his tr;Jiuing "? 
the 1-:uwp;,:lll. Jle l'lllllt'" out l11•n; :oud l1i.; f:t~·ililies for pradiee 
1ril'lt th e Uovenuuent :trl! ·"' rPstridt•d lh:tt 11·lll•n in a l'e11· ne:trs he 
l'lo' :ll:hes his lll:tXitliUut th .~ re h,; tnu.;t rellt:till en•n thoug·h·l11· •·•Jn
tinues ill the .;en·il'e for clt~nke,·s \'e:tr,;. lie ,;l:11·,; therl' unlcs.; his 
Head of ])e p:trl'tnent· n·•·otlllllt!ll;l,- itim for solllP "l; .. ,.iill appoinllllent. 
[sugg-est t.lta!: sot111; eli!'IIHrilgt; lllPnt· should hl' gi1·t>n in the 11':1,1' ul' 
seniority :dlownn•·e. [ do not e x:tc-11,1· knoll· 11·h:tl seniority ·:tllnw
mll:" llll!illl.; hut :ol :Ill,\' r:dt• 111 i.; illl :tdditiou to hi,- p:ty. Stwh an 
alloll·:llll'" would c:t·, rliiiuh· gi1·e en•·ollr:t"'''""'"' to .\ frit ·alls eulPrinor 
t.he '"'"lic ·:d sl'rVic•• of th,: Uo\'erllllll!nl ;~Jd ,;;~li,;fy ll11· idio~Vlln:1.;it;, 
pe .. uli:tr to m••;ry u:dion;~lit· .l'. In :1 •·otllltry ii\1' thi.<, ~~··!tpr,~ the 
gTeill tn:1jorit.v of I Ito; Jl"oplt• h:11·,. ,1'1'1 lo iippn•c·i;~fp t h ... .;up .. riorit.y 
of 11,., l•:uropt;:tn '""tl,od,; of tn•:lltllelll ol'l'l' tlliil of lht• .-\f'ric·an 
pr:l.l'lil.itllll'l' , :1 gTt•:tl dPal of tal'! lltllst l11· I'XPn·i,- .. d hut t. he . \fric·an 
prac·tiliotll'l'S ollg·lll to l11• gT••at. :tncl v:du:tltl,• """'''" lo th e i\lt•dieal 
Servio·t~ illld l'ht•n•fon• in n1y op1nion I l11·\· .;lllntl <l l11• ''"l" ''·iallv 
t ~ ltt ' tHil':lg'f'd. 

I sh:oll IH ·g- your lc·:ll·<', Sir, while· I r•·h·r !11 <llll' Ultll'<' poiut in 
t'Oilllt•t ·l inn wil h I ht• pl'i\'ilt•gp of l'n•t• tH't';lll p;,:--;:-;;q .. ~·l's In ."DIIIt ' ; \ l'rit·a.n 
ofli• ·iak It is wo•ll kno11·11, ~ir, that lc<'forc· I~JI;! (I think !hat is 
t.lw ,V<!ilr, I :1111 spt 'itking- fro111 llll'lltory), :llllllt.;l !!l'<'r,v 11:tli1· <' that 
l::tllli! '""'" ••njoyt·d I hP pri 1·il•·g·<· ol' :t l'n" ' ot·t•:llt p:ts,;:tg-1' to :tnd from 
his ho111e ouhid" the ('olonv wh.·n oil l':u·:ttion ''' '"'"· :tnd it .;epms 
tJ . .th,,r h:tc ·d !h:tt those 11·ho ;,n• ,-t ill tmli!].,d to tl11• priv il.,g-r' are now 
required l•,v :o n,.·.,nt. n•g-ulat ion lo fort>g·o it '"' '' c:ondit ion fHt•o ·e<lent 
to :teee pting· prmnotion to :t sl:tfl' :tppoiutlli(·'HI. whio·h thPv merit hv 
long- st~rvit·t! t:OV(•ring· a pnrintl of lll,ln.v :Vt .. ar..... '1'1H~n~· is all t) l~l 
Vr.,nc·h :tdag·e w!tit·l• "" ·"' '' rauk c·an· i .. , wit!, it .;ollll' olclig-;ilion ". 
His r:dl~t•r h:~rd lh:tl llio .; l' .\l'ric·an.; who lli<V<' ri.;~ • u lo ll11• rauk of 
()frj, . ., :\ssi .; l:~ut. or .-\.;.;i.;l:llll . .-\<·o ·ounl:tul ,;hot~ld lit' <'X(H'I'lt•d In I ravel 
in oo:t!:lll ho;ils "'~•·outl-• · 1:.,;,;. '1'111 ',1' ha1·e :t t'l'rlain :llnlllllil of p'rpstig-e 
to lllilintain :lllcl lhP,I' fetd th:~t it will lw c!Pmg·alory to thn prPst·ige 
aud di~·nil y of lhl' sPrvio ·e to whidt lhf'y ],.,]on~· illlcl of whidt they 
art- quilt• pmud, if lht·'.V lr:ovPl ;llt\· olh (•r th:111 fir.;l-c·la,;s. 'L'he r es ult 
is tha t Uit•re is all enonllou,; antollnl of <·xpc•n,;,• ihro11·ll on their 
)IOI'k et..; "'"' thP~' are hardlv t·om pPn . .;alt·•cl ],_~. lhP int'l'!'a<•' in s:.!:try 
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JJ,•It:tl•· ·· · II i ~ ,.,· id .. tt L l lt:\1. s.,~;,., .,r JJ,i ., l:1nd l~:1 ' 1, , . .,,1 l l'l lo ntt ·r
•·. l~:tlll., :.11d l l1u liol·l!roJtlll'llt :tn• (,:.·: in ~· tl" · lilitll c'l' d,•ri ,-,.:J l. he . el'nJnt 
p:tid itJ ~'~"' " IIIII· , .\' '' ' t(,., :ll'l':lll ' :•' lill ' IJ .i .-: 11 illt 1111: n• :~l ""''''' rs ul' Lh e 
l:lllli ''" , . ., 1101 J,,,,.ll •·<>tltplt-1.,,[ "'" ', :11·• '" ·,l ing· I" till' l.i .. ul .. n:tnl
(;u,·•·JIIIIJ ' , i t. is illtpus, iJd., l u s:t y 11 111 ' 11 llhy \',ill Iii! l'llll ipl el!•d, :11111 
,, . ., :~r 1 • ' "'" tl~:d. IJ,., lo>JVI!I'Illlll ' lli i ~ " ll'll s i i·• · !"or till· I"'"Jd" ul' 
Ni:.!;t!1·i:1. 

'J'h, · n · io: lilt: s: lllll • thing· in l 'o r l ll:lri·ourl; :~ll the se llling-s 
app~::t r I,, Ill!! lo he •·r11d and 11 uj us I. 'I' h., uri~: i 11:1l a rr:li l\ •' 1111'111· 
l111!r~: ,,.,"' ( h:ll. I ill! l"'<>ple s ll111dd l'i' l l'i"'' :1 llllnp o: ltlll ul' t::2 ,lHJIJ. 
La l" r Ill ~: Ui•l' l' l'llllll!lll. o:f.,l·!!d :!:--Jill) i"'r :lllll:llll. :\lllllil :1 .v•·:1 r a g·,, 
t111: l.i'" ''' ' '"'ll l-lolll'• · rnur , S"ull"·rn l'n•Yitll ·:·,:, :~ .: nlill t·d i !:: t\ 1:11· 
]!J:!-J rc' \' l' lll!l) J' ru111 !.Ill! !:till( :ll 't tllir ,•d :1! ]'uri IJ:t l'l'<llll' i :\IIIU'Illll'd LJJ 
_t :l,I JIJ:l . 'l'h :tl. IH! ing· lh1! • · :~ se I :1 111 o: u ~-gt•sl iug· !lt:\1. t •-llll) " y• ·ar 
!"or 1111• I" '" PI ' · 11· 111> tJ\1'11 1111• l:md is ul Jprl,y ill:ldt•'lu:!ll! . i\ ' 111 ' \\ (hi s 
m:!ll i! l' 1\':t s tltlil, •r I'llllsi.l~:ralion :IIlli Jli'l~·.,li:tliun s 11'1'1'!' ~ : ... in:~· on t h e 
C lti: · l" ,Ju o: Ji, . ., ulf tl ri! d io IH•t:nllln :111 ,r},iJrllo~r l'o r th e . .; (' Jli'lljli t· llll the 
P"" Jl' " sullll! ho w did no(. likt• lhl' idJ' :\. I iltink, in ju ,l il'l' lu tht·lll, 
il is Ill \' dul v In point IIlli I hal. i i i·: :1 ,,. , ... ,d llli .- Jak·· l'ur 1111' rr r:Hl of 
tht! .Judi c ial J)t•p:trllllenl. to <11' 1 :1s :1n :~rhilralor in lan<l di,pult•s 
ll'lll !l'l ' I Itt! pno pl " do not. :lgl'llll, J•llrl ir ula r l v :10:. i11 thP l'l't:lll of th e rn 
lwing· :Ill Y di spule or di ss:Jiisi":\J ·I iun 11· ilh n •g·a nllo illl' an···nl. Jl~:l( 
Vi!I'V 1li:J!II'r ll'olllil l'llJn!! hefom lh e Courls of ll'hi•·h tht• Cl1iPI' 
Ju~Jj, ... is lh e h i! :td- -

' 'l' h i! ~011. II" ' .\l nnlil l' l' for t.llt! Colull,Y llivi s iou :
Ord•·r, onkr. 
'l'lw lion . ih 1• i\f!!JHIH!r l'or ('alah:lr: --
Yoltr l·: ~ l'l!lii!IIJ:V: I r I haYe 111:111< ! :1 llli , (ake in II' hat. I ha\'e ,·aid 
sulllu it. lo yonr.rnliHg-. H. is tll) L fair , wi~< • n the pl:1in truth is 

h<~ in~· s pol;.,n in I hi s Conn~:il for llon o urahL• M e lllb ll rs (o make sut:h 
a HOISt!. 

'l' l1t! Iron. IIH! M e lllhe r for 1.111• Colony llivi ., ion: 

Onl<'r, orde r. 

'l'hi! llotl. Ill!' 1\IJ!IlliH!r !"or (':!l:tl lar : - -

'l'l11! llonouralde J\li!IHIH!l' 111:1 y 1'1',1' ' ' ()rder ", Lul ihl'se people 
are colnplaining- Lhat !hey have 11ol. ha tl juslil'e don t• to Uli'lll. 

Hi s 'E ~ce lll!lll:y: -

\Vl: ll'ill I:Olltiunl! !.he third I'I I:Jding- of 
fllOI'Illll g' . 

'l'lu< ( .'ouuc:iludjou·nu<d ut. ,fi .-5 (1. '1/L. 

I hl' II ill to-monow 

Saturday, 'lOth Fcbnmry, 19'?6--10 a.m. 

11 is l•:xcd l , nt:y : -

We ll'ill 11ow contiuue th e thirll re:1oliug or the Supply Bill. 
Dues an yo ne else 11·i ., h to ad:!rc s I he Collnl'il? 

'l'he lion . the l\felllher for th e lbu Division: -

Your l•:xcc ll• •IH<Y: as one of the .1\lt!lnlwr., n•prese nting- the peopl e 
of lho , ·1 J'.,.,J lh:d. I ong·hlto - pt•al; :dii~<Jllgh I :1111 fully a11·are tllat 
I follow lloll ol ll':dd e 1\lellllit!'rs l': ho ' i"' !.e y ••s tl'rday on :1 \ ':l l'l t! \,1' 

oJ" s uhj iii: (S :J llil on 11·hal. 11'1! it:IVJ• :IS llllll llil' i:d !II P!l tl il!.S put iJl'lo r ,· 
lltt! (Jol·t:rli1 IIt!l11 . Slill, r" Jll' t'Si' nlin ·~· !Ill! l'r .. tl!l' i.. >r:d.l'. l l1a l p11l'liou 
ur IIJt• ~~ou\11(•1'11 l'n>l·i nll'S l':d!t ·d Jhll, I 111·1 l!!:d. I'J:liSidt•ring· till' 
va st. llllllllll ' l' ,,r l"'"Jil" i11 ll1al a1· •·:1 I nll ;! ld not. to l.t' l' Jl s il l' nl. 
' l'ltl!l'l'i"orl! I ha l'!! ll1" honour ''' Jli 'I'St!i ll to your 1·: -.; ,·vlil·ll<',l' a Hot! · 
llJ" 1\ J' )l '!Jll l" \til hi ; '\dn :i lt is lr: ti ill !l :o lllti ;· h ,\' 11!1 h:tVl! I1 Pl' I app :Jilll!•d 
Ly II is ~la j t· ~: y lh" 1\ittg <111d !11 " "" t!J: tl in I':Jrryitlg- ou l lht· dul .\' 
.• r ,\'Uil r ,,Jjj, .,. ,\ll ll II ill IIlli los: · ,. i;:-1 11 ol' Ill!! i Jllt'l't•s l, til' lh< : Jli'O pl t• 
,_,J' I hi .> •·o lllllr v . 'l'hi!l't! io: a nri "'·i p i I' I h:II IIIJ• i nll'rt •:-: 1,; ol' tl11· 
peopl ,• s lttillld . Ill• Ill<! fir.,J :~n•i lli g- !• l'sl I'OJl l<i:l,•r:IIi"n 111' (tol't'\'11-
llll !ll l . ll t•pl ·• •, , t!lin g· ' "' I do lltt' in.li !:,tllllotl ·: pop11l:dion T lhinl; il 
1s otdy rig-Ill. 11~:11 ·1 ,.:J ,ould l'llljllt·l ' i't' ! hi s J•oinl :111<l i1 1 111 :.!:in;!· 
1111 ':-.t: ,:l :oi <'III •·l tl., 1 !"IIlii' r l' :tli- J· tL· ol il :J!'f,. ,., , tl· ,• r11l<·r ,.: a , 11'1·11 :1' 
Ill•· l'ldt•d . I "' ''I 'tlll lt ' ·,.IIlli' 1•: , ,., .11 ,· 11' v to ot ' l' :-: IJon· s . (S II<' t 't't'tfin,J 

1'1'11/ti/L., iuu lldi /d ,·.\ (hlP of l l11 • fir , ! lltitl •!·s llt :ll' t•lo 1lo io: to tllallk 
y.Jar 1·:, ,-,,ll t•t l•·,· :~nd tl11! 111' :\ d o: ol' ll!'l l:II 'IIIlt'lli o: !'or ll' ltal. h:: o: IH't 'll 
~li'l : li ,.;<• d lo II' . in I Itt' ~ !! Jo: s l illl :tl, ·s . Jlr111' i<iou !I:1 s h<• ••lt 111:10!e !'or 
tho ,.: I:JJf. liJ t• olli< ·i:J! !ll(!loilll!l'S o J' Jill' (l " \'i'l'\1llll'iil . :Jlli1 also for th e 
P"i>pl t! ol' t.JJ(• various l'mvill l'I'S and llil'i .-ions. ru dnip~· ·o I f'pp( 
r 1\'al!l. lo poilll Olll. wi(.lllllll in l t ·nd ill ).~' lo Ill· 111\"'!':IIPI'nl . tha t I 
ho•• " 11o v•·rn"lt!'d will11o t l "•P. si~!· ld o r ih ·· I'•IJ·I il1:tl th<· l ·>l im:tlt~ " 
will t ... ih<· h-,,i , nl' ''"l'f!llllil•!!'t' r .. r iltl' l"ollnll'ing· ,."''r :tnd lh:II 
LU<' .V will Si'l! (hal ll1~' tYlllllP\' ;, 11·,.]] ' I'Plll. . · 

~ . 
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T'lin quc1>l.ion ol' cdue:llion I \\':1111 In ··all al.l ... nt.ion lo, ''' ~""'""e 
ln s l·j y<':ll' I spokt ~ on lh:1l ~ uhi<•d i111l. I W:l~ nol. Sill'<' lhai. I kn<•w 
" ·h :d I \\' :IS Ldking :lbt~lll. I i<-11 11~:11 ., ,,1\ .. :liioll \\·as ahsoluldy 
11< ~ 1 ' 1! ' " "~' " l'or us l>t.l. in 11 h:~t . dire<:lio11 s it. , ho1t!d he l'arri"d 111 ti. I i 
did :not. . know. 1 ~poke Yl!l'.v ,-:,g-tlldy lhcn. J l'('n, ho,,.,. ,·,· r. J,_y 
\\'h :ll h:~ s '':tppnnc<l in lhis Cmllll'il, ih:d. (;0\·· •·rnllll ~ ni. h:t., 11o l lt~ .< l 
,: i ;~· li\ ol' t ~e JHWd of edllt";<( ing· I !i" 1"'"1 1<! in Y;<rious br:llli ' IH· ~ :~lid 
dl'j !; l.rl111("l[s of' lii'1L 1\oll' il i:-: l't ' l'. : •i l · lll ' ~· llli• I'<'I'Y lll'g·enl. all1•1dion 
nl' t:ol'l'rllliiCIII., so lllll< 'h so lh:tl !lov!'\ ' llllll ~ lll r•nd(':J.VIIIIrcd to 11111'1'\" 
ti;., .l •:dH· ·:dion ' llill lhrt111g·h. '"'' :d il11• n' lf1ll' -l. of llonour:dd·, 
.MI'III.hn., il s <:oll s id.cr:liion h:: :-: J,. .,·n SI "' I"''Hie1l l'or t\\'o month s . I 
nlllsl ;. nol mi ,: l C! ad _yo11r E :O.: I'f'liC!III'_I' ;<IIIli he <:ovcnllllt'lll. \\'il.h n·g·;~nl 
t ' l !h id .. In il11• p;~ s l . i'f'll' \\'I'PI;s "'" n:lii1·"s """" h:11l I':J.11S<' l'or :~l:~r111 . 
.i\o ll'i sf' 111:111 " · ill 1':11'1'1' on :1 11·ork for:< nt!lnher of '1'<':1l's nnd I hen 
l.hrm;. •·old ll':tl<•r on il..:1111l thPn g·o h:11 ·.k lo I he s:t'l 'l'!. ll'ork. l hope 
\'Oil 1\·ill l;~l; 1• ll'lli1 ·f' of il1i s 1';111 · '' l'nr :<!ann. '\Ve ha1·r · h<' :Hd lhat. 
i,o,· s ,in thr• llppPr Si x lh Si:lndard :11·P nol lo he l:nq.rht. lo:ng·li<h, 
lhis is "'""I. :1slnni - hing·. hnl. onh· in II"• ,-,•rnal'nlar. '\Vl•o is lo 
i<':~ r·. h i i'IH~ m !' Th;·, linr~· of' tho11'!hi. o<·r·.llpiPs onr 111inds :llld il . lllf':11l~ 
!h:d (he (';oi'Crl1111!'1li is nnt. 1\·isc in il s inlr•nlion lo g·o h:u:k :1111! 
undo \1·hal. ha.!< hcPn clonn for ~ o m:lliV \ ' f':ll' ·' · ' . . 

'J'h ~ n<; x l l.hi11g· I ll'i s h lo , .,j( :dlr•nlion _lo i~ Ill!~ qtlf'Siion . ol' 
IH•:dil l. I" " IY:li.:· r snppl.1· 111· ""''" '"'''" :~ s li!P~· lor 1s 11<11\' 011 lo <~ t 
and "" <'ll<"in<' t'l' ll'ill J,,. S< ' lli lo d o l.lli : 11·oil; , IHII. il11•n· "" " ll('t~ll 
anlnllg· " " ~lllri11g- I ht• la s! ,.,,,l.l' ,.: n.-l1 a l:~rg e nnn1lll'l' of dr·alh s :111!1 
il11•r<' i.< no m c:111 s nl' {indin ~~- n u l wh :il . lhn n1orl:<iil.v h:~s IH' I!ll l'rom 
il1" ~ 1:!1 i,.: l il' ,.: . i\ohodv l;nn11·s I hr· <":lll sc of s nl'll ,,-J,nll· s:dn """' h ~ 
:1111<111 !!' li S. ] h<'!!' In i·:dl i11<• :lli<•nlioll ol' i.IH· .\l .. · dio·;~l !l<•j>:ll l lll<'lli. 
In l l1i s :lll!l In :~ s l; ihf'm In l:lio~ · !hi s inln r · on s ido•~:Jiioll and o·o11 s idl'r 
\\ 11:1 1 , :,;Jil l H' clnnt• to jll't' \ ' l 'ii l. :-·n l;'~' .t...!t' ;1 IIIIIIIIH·r ol' pr npl(' dy ing 
; Jil l! l ~ , ~- 11.-\ . l l i ..: nnl ,\· J·i g·l 11 i' fl r ~~ ~ ,, · h~~ ;J n ' f 'IIIH 't'nH•d lo cr.Y oul :tnd 
l "'r h:~p~ ~._, . <'l'_l·in _c!' ""' il 11 il! " '· !'"diiP 11l :< l.l ,.r-. 

\\' ill , I h< 'S<\ l'n\\· n•nJ:11' b ynl tl' 1·:-.., ... il e nl' y I h" g· lo I' loS< ~ h_v n11l _y 
:~. ddin;.:· ; on <' " ·nrd. · I :! .'~ ~ " i:il.: 1ll _\':'i' l l Yo'i l li I i11• e :qll'ess.iolls ol' 1 li n 
llnnn u r:d>IP ill!' Cnlllllll ~ r~·i : d .\!,- ; , ht ~ l· l'n1· \ ;:d:.l>:\1' :1s n •g·anls lhe 
'l" '''l i.,;t n!' t·!!l' l'l; il: g· 1.11(• l·:,l in<:ilo•s . Thn 1\!' Jl"n s ihilily i~ 11<:!1 . o[ 
IIH• l ~ n n fl i o·. i:<i. ;\lr:~n! , ," · " · \ \ 'e o':Jllll o l :-: nlli t·i••lll!y c ll\•r:k l11n fig·nn• s 
:1~ ''""'l'iJ,•d j,~, ih e l> f' p:11 '11llc'llis, :1111! I poi11i ilmt onl. hcr;:<n se it 
111<11'(' n!', Jr •ss l':iOIII ' l':li C.< II .< iJ' i i :!pjH':11 '' i11 (,;l>l'f'l'lllll elllih:t i. , ll'hf!ll 
,.,.,. •·ollll' !11 ll1is Co unr:il. l'rilic·i S~ n s :Jl' l' r:<i sf'd 11·hio·h mav hn c·on
sidPro•d ' 111Hliil_v s l ric·i. . \\',• . I ' :Jilll>~i. l~<•lp <11\l'sdvt~s ll'h1!;1 s ll<·h a 
l'l ' .' !'tl! JS ihiJil y \'l~ ., j s llflOII II II I' s linll!,Jt'l'.' . 

Th o• \linn. 1.11!' M<·mlH~r 11< ' j'i'I 'S<'Hiing· i.IH• Nig·er :\fri1 ·:Jn 
'l'r:Hic•rs ; --

Ynllr ' 1·: " ·"11"" " .1' (In ht·h:~IJ' nl' 1n y,- ,~IJ' :~nd on IH"h:d[ 
"I 1111 · 1 "'''I d ,. I l't'jll '<' -• ·nl I ll't:l ' '"""' yonr 1•; :-; ,.,.JI I' '"'·.Y 
inln 1\ l." r:ri:J :IIHl 1 i•<•g· lo t' :O. press i.IH · ' 'ish I h:~l _I' OI\1' 
L·: :"·"li ' ''" 'Y 111:1_1' l1 e endthl't• d " · ilh g· n ~ al 11 - i~tl \ llll :11111 good l11 ·:dlh 
and I h:11 your :H!Hiini ,; [r;il ion ol' 1111 .--: greal. :11111 illq>orl:t.ll l lkpen
d Bili',Y 11·iJl l1 C i'r:Jng!JL ll' ilit I'Oilsid e r:~IJ[e S\ICCBSS. lL .is o·o111111011 
kno11·lcdg·" in J\ igNia l.h:ll yon r Ex ~·ellcn".l' Jw~ I> rough 1-. "'i !.It ,\'OU 

delails or a gig:llli.ic scht•n10 l'or I he in1pr01' () 1lll!lll. of !.lie han -port 
f:H.: iliti ~:s ol' .N 1g·c ria; and l si111·nn!ly horc lhal. when this se lH•n1c 
I'OllH~S lo he put. inlo ope r:il ion you ,,· ill not. fail lo n·mcmhr•r !.haL 
lransporl. fal'ililir•s an: h:11lly llf'<'d<•d in lhe Nig-f'r lJi,·i~iou and on 
lh c Nig·er. AI. presnnl. ll1i~ lllidt•J · I:~king is iu the h:~111ls of a I'On1 -
lllf'n :i:d f\rm, llld. I hal {inn ha s lo look inlo ils 0\1'11 in l erc ~l . < first 
iu lhP n~;nlrr of' lransporl :~nd 1!11 : l' <' snll. i~ I hal . lh" Al'rican lr:HIBrs 
on 1111~ Nig·nr :Jl'l~ gT<•:!Ih· l1:1111li< ·:JpJH'<l in lran ~ JH>rling pmdnc ·(' anti 
g·oocl ,.: ;ts hei.\\'PI'll llw i11land :~rHIIIH· sP:J - porl ' . 1\don• lh!' " ·a.r i.hn 
~l:~rinc IJ•·p:~rlnH•nl. :!l'fonl<·d gTP:il n·li,.f in lhi ,.: <'Oilllf'l'iiou Ind. 
O\\' illg· In tl11• :to · liYilil' ~ 11~:11 '""' lo lu • nndPrl.:d"'" h v lhe ~l:1rine 
lll'p:trl.lll<'t11 in olhPr din•o·lions :JI'i.<·r IIH• , \\·ar. i.IH• ~!a; · i1Je lr:tn~port. 
Sl'1'1'il·<' ld~ '"'"" " ·iihdr:lll'll lo :1 o·on >idt•r:",J" t•xlt•nl :n11l I 1\0\\' 

nn~IPrsl:ll1 ; 1 lh:d. lhn onl~· l11·o l' <' sst•ls lh:d. pl,v nn lhc Nig-t•r arc 
g-nillg' io iJn \\'iihdr:lll'll :Jl >fl. r I!Jink i.IJ:il. (.hi s inlJHll'i':l!!l·. 1n:1ilr•r 
~honlcl hnvc ih<' illlllll'di:ll ;· :JIIr·nlilln of' 1111• (;"'."''""'cnl.. llnlh of 
lh,• ]Toi!O\Il':lhi<' J\!pmhrn; for ( ':dnh:ll', cluring- lhP I'Ollrsr• nl' lhrir 
SJli'CI: hcs, rn:J<l<' Ill Pill inn of ih<' polir·.y llf l.h,; Uni'C'l'lllll<'lli. in dis
rrg·anlinn· 4_h" opinio11s of lho• l'I'Jll''' ' ""hliv<'S nl' lho• l"'"P''' 11·hilc 
t·nnsirh•ri1 :.r Y:11·inn s lli:Jil<•rs nl' ln•·al polii.ic· :d inl .r· r••sl .. :llld '( 11·is h 
In Yni .:P. I hf' S:ll\1<' SPnl inH•nl in I hi s r·on111!r.l.ion lw,-a,. ,. ,. l knnw I hal; 
lhi s polir·v h:1s l>N~ll lh" •·:IJJSP of V<'l'.V mnnv mi s llnclr·•·, l:lnclin!.!s on 
il1n pari. nf 11"~ penpln . :1111! if :1. lilll" l>il. mnrn •·o-opN:li.inn aud 
opp<JI'i.llnil,l· for disc·11 ss ion c·n11ld J,,. ~~·il'( ~ ll In 1.!11• n•prnsPnblii'I'S of 
illf• pcJt'plt• ~- l.hinl; a lol of' mi~llllriP.rs landing- will h<' avnidcrl. 
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I will just. t'tliUp:tre this lllalter i11 a qttt•sliull th;il h;Ls aris,•tt 111 
t.his ('ouncil. \VhPII !.Itt• new l>:dtwation pro(HJ.'als were Umllg·hl 
forw;anl th"n' \\';Is a lot ol' rni .sundt•r.-da11di11g· :lllll>llg thti l l lltdlit·ial 
~ll'rlllll'rs; tl~t · y wt •re untlt·r tl11> irnpn·ssitni iltal tl~t• l>iret:lor ol 
l•:du.-;al ion lt:lll a lot to do wit.lt till' plan s of I lit• "·lit•JIII' . . '!'!tal 11':1~ 
dtlt> to lht> 1":11·1 tlr:d il11· llin•t·lnr of' l•:du!':d.ioll, I i>Plit•Vl>, 111:>dt> a 
lour i11 ll11! :-itllrtilt · rn l'mvint·tos in t·ollllt•t·l.ion witlt Liti s Jll 'O(IIJS:d, 
lllrt wltile Itt' t·on s tdit•d ollil'ial l11·ads in il~t• various t't>ntres whi.-h 
Itt> vi s ilt>tl, :1ntl I d:trl'sa,v he also t·onsllli:·d n•pn• ,; t•!tl':!.lino; of variou~ 
~I i..-sitJn:•ry StJI"il'l it•s, it It as t'tllllt> '" ,,, . ktll)ll' lt·d ~:· o· or tit(> 1l ll(,((il'i;>i 
,\lt·nriJt•t·,; thai. "'' did not t'tllrsuH lilt• opi11i"1' ol' till· JH' Oj)ll' thrmq.;· }, 
il;l'ir pr11pt>r l"l'jlri 'St!JJ!ali\'t>S. 'J'Jtis l':liJ .-;, •d :J j.,( of Jlli '\llltit•rsl:llld
illg ltut I " '" g·lad l11 sa y !Ita! s in•· r· l it•• llill 11·a s , ~,., .. l a firs t. 
t inlt ' I Ita VI' '" '"II :dl'onlt>d :Ill oppt1rl llllily or l'".l' illg' " ~· i.-;it tu lht• 
J)in•t ·lor of f•:dllt':J( ion anti hi' has l'lllig·hli•IJ(>d !Ill! in lli;\ ~ I ,V l"i!SpPcts. 
( llollttUraltlt• 1\l,>rnluJrs : !lear, hl':tr .) ·11, :till' t'a "P I lhi ~ il; it. i.-; 111.1' 
dul v !11 :1.-<k I ht· Oo,·pr·nnll>lli lo (Tv :tnd :tvoitl as llilll"h : a~ possibl11 
I hi; pt~licy 111" not t·onsnlting- lhl' r'l'Jll'l'st·nl:divl',; of il>P jwopl!'. 

I 
I 

I w:~nt t.o s:ty ~onreilting- about tl11· l'nll·itu:inl Courts .! Thiti is a 
I(III!S( ion whit ·h is a g'l':tVe one :\Tid 01111 tJt:t! h:1s 1'1\t.ailed :1 lot or 
argllntenls and petit.ion,; to the lillvBI'IJIIIi>nl a11d up to thi~ t·illtt·' 
110 t·l~:tng-e has ltl111ll rn:ul e i11 t.he Ordinant ·. ~>. T <lo not. intend t11 
arg-111> the lf'gal aspt•cts of this OnlinatJt·e itpr·allst' l am 11ol I'Olll

pt!IPnt. io do t. hal. T onl.v desire to pl:ll ' l1 a few far·ts ltPI'nrP .vllur 
l•;xt ·tdl.,ney and this Co11ncil alun!l it. 

'l ' h., fir~!. is that wht•u !.hi s Urdin:~tlt : te \\ ':I s t'll:tded t.llt' t·• ·oplc uf 
tht> l'nded11r:tl.e ltad nu represtml:~t.iotl in Ll11· l .. g·i , l:tli"l' :111d th,· 
tlrditJ:IIJt:t> \\'as , as it were, fon·ed tfl> \Itt> pt!opl,, \\·ithoul h<·:~ring· 
I!Jt•ir ,. i,.\\·s allltlll it. and it l~:ts bt•t•n said ti~:Ji I itt• l·tljtlt· .an· t'lllllt>nt 
aud ar t> sal'.isfited ll'it.h it.. 11. is Ill\' duty to S:t\' to i.his .ltouol!rault• 
Cotrllt:il lh:tl llw (H'oplt• :tre 11ol S:l.lislieti 11· ith :1. lnst.:JJJt·<·s t':tll Le 
g·in"' wit.,, . .,''""" tlte rlll<•rs of' !Itt• l"'"ttlt· , ll'ltt•IJ ti11·.v g'el inv"lvt•d 
in t·riurinal t:harg·t>s and inrportant. land nwtl e rs, h:ul tu run lo 
la\\',Yt>l·s In bring I he matters a lll'g·t·d agaillsl them j Lc>f11rc I' he 
:-il!pt·t>nJt• Co11rt. ; !.hat. g-wes to show thal the pt•ople !'eel that t h<'.l' 
t::llllltll in th11 l'ruvirJt·i:d Ct111rls g·d tiJt• juslit ·t· ,,·hid! tlte,l' 1'011-

sidt•r tlw.\' •·all g·l't i11 lhP Supn>IIIP l'o11rt.. Btd'on· fill' atlv~>nl of tit" 
tlt~n•rntHt>lll in lht> old <hvs wht!ll t.h11 •·om1trv was 11iore or lt!s.s 
in a prinrit i"'' slate t.h ,, s.v~tem of ha1·ing· l':tpii:tl charges trit!d hy 
:1 lt>:tl'llt'd .l11dg·t! \\ ' :IS iulrodllt't!tl. fn lilthl1 day .,; lito• administration 
ut tl11• l'rult't :h lr:Jit • \l':ts in the l~:trllls 111' ll1 e Cha.rh•red l.'tlll!Jl:lll \ 
who l't>nl.n!d li11• gTt>:t1t•r pari. of lht>ir inlt•nos(s in l.i111 prndlldS 01' 
tiJt• t'nllnl.rv . 1•:,-,.n in tlJt•St• barlt:trtJus d:ti'S t!Jt·l· l'u11nd it n<·t ·l' ssan· 
111 IJ:I\'1' :t ·l,·arlll>d .I ttdg·,., :tlld t.hi s IP:tl'llt:d .1 lltig., \\':Is ~t~ i11 · fom1~l 
in .\s:tha :rnd ilt l' re Itt• trit>d all t·apital t·h:rrg·Ps and all intpnrlanl. 
l:r11d and nli11•r •·:JSt•s. In lii,V qllestitJn d11riug· tht• sP .< si11n of this 
t:utlnt·il I :tsl; t•d lilt> !io\'t'l'lllllt>lll 1'11 t'nnlinn thl' st:d .. ment 1h:J\ 
.'-i P\' t'l11,Y-f\\~O (H ! I':-'OIIS \\"t!l'e P X I!I'. II{t ~ d i11 \i: .. !'t~l'i:t dn1·ing- l!J:!4 aflt•l' 
tri:tls in ti11· l~lllll'l .s ll'iillltlll lll'ing- :tllllll'<•d ll11 · :tid ol' CtJJlltsl'l. IIi ·. 
llonotlr tiJt• LiPJJit•n:rnl-_llovt•rnllr. :--;.,JJII"•rn l'rtJI'illt'<' ' , saitl 111 
:IIIS\1'1'1', th:J\ t:o\'t ' l'lllllt>nl t'llllfintlt•d th:rl sl:tlt•JJit•nt . and It(! al so said 
I hat d11ring- I!J~;,, si x ty-111'11 pt'rsons \l' t•n • s intil:trl,· t'XI'<'IItetl afte r 
l.ri:tl in il11• l'rm•inl'i:rl Co11rl~ and nint• al'tt•r trial s in tlte Native 
('oJJris II' it lllllll t '"':rid or l!oJJnstd. 

I beg to sullluit. tl1at this 111alter is" \ '1'1',1' s .. rious qne and u11c 
that sh11uld l'ng·ag·., lilt> :ttlt•ntion ol' yo11r l·:x l'l!llt>nt·y aut! thi , 
llllnotlr:tltl,•· Count:il. llis llor11•11r ti11> l.it•JIIt·naut-(Jovternor, 
:-louih<'rn l'rovinl'es, :tlso said thai any (11!1'.,111! wh11 Jesires tu l11' 
trit>d i>,V tit., :-lupn11nt• ( ;11111'1 t':lll apply f11r :t transfe r, aud that tire 
Contntissilltlt·r of' tl11> l'ro ,·ir~t·ial l'ourt is bottlld to tllnl·ard tl11• 
applil':rlion to lht> Cl1id .luslit· .... I :1111 lltllllld l11 say that it is no\ 
l'tlltlnlt>n knoll'lt•dg-t· :IIIIOilg'sl the jli'II(Jit· ol' lht> l'rol<>t:iorate tha t. tlu, 
Conllltis,itlllt!l' of' I ht· l'ruvint:i:tl Co11r1 is lto11nd lo send every appli
t:at ion l'or lransf't•r lo I he Chit• I' .J tt.-1 i<·t>. I lui it is t'Olllllloll 
knoll'!t,dg-1' tl1at till> Cornntissiont'rs do ~""" !IJt•.- •• tr:Jthft·rs at tlrt·ir 
0\\' II \\'iII "I IIi i r Sl'ltl t '"'\' .. i IIJt•J' l'i'lllllllllt ' ll" li to• I 1':1 ns r •. ,. (JI' t ht·v do 
nut rt·t·tJJIIJIIt'lld it. I .s.uillllil ll~t · n·f"''" llt:tl 11,., n ·•·ullllllt'lldaiions 
ll'hi..!t lilt, Corllllli ssiullt'l'.s rn:tl;,• lt·ltd lo prt•,ittdit·t• IIJt• . t·:l.st• of' ti 1 .. 

applit·:lltl. It i.s litllt> now th:J\ ·'"'"t ' :tlt•·nlion s ltllllid l11• given t.o 
litis (Jnlinan<.... .\t tiJt• tiu>•· of it s' ' ""~'~"'' ' '" li11· t'tllllllry ll'as 11101'1' 

Ill' !toss ia :1 prinrit ivt• sl:tlt•, lllr( it is g·· ·Jit•rally larol\'ll u;at l'itang-es 
havt> llt't ' lllTI'tl in this C11lon1· and l'ndt•t·loralt · and il11· t·ot!Hlition, 
•·:-:i.-ding- no\\· :ll't' 1111\ ll'lt:tl tl·11 .. 1· " ' ''" 111 '"'in I!Jf .f. 
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'I'J .. , m:lli<-r or ,.. ~.ding·''"' ,.,·icl.·nc·c• ol' ' '""'" lric·cl in I lit• l'rovin<:ial 
Court. to tJ ... . r:hi:·l' .ln,;lic·" r .. r hi, clt·c ·i, i .. n h:"' J, . .,ll t:di<nd ahonl. hy 
JH'.oplt• " ·ho J<l'i' in :1. IH•t.l•·•· Jl" ' il i"'' lo juclg<• , ''."'· I ~·n.uld Iii<" l.o 
quoit• illf• opinion ol' :> di,;llng·lll >:IH·d J>l'r ,. .,n:•g·<'. ~1r \Vdl1an1 (l.,ar:.- . 
who wa,; ;tl. <\Ill' lilllt' lilt: Ailornl'_v-lll'llf'r:d .,r lhi,; ('o]oll~'--

'l'ht• lion. !lht• ~ll'nliu:r l'or ll11• Colon\· llivi,;ioll : -
.i'io. 110; ( :;,]d ( 'oa,;l.. 

'l'hl' Tlon. lht• ~lnmlu•r 111'pr<''<' lllillg t.ht• Nig·er /l.fri1 ·.an 
rl'r:lllc·r~: --- l 

ill one ol' l; i, :>rl i•·lt',; in I ht· :lfril<ll/1 ll.orld on (.II(• a.dmilli,;(.ral.ioll 
ol' ju,;lit·t: ill \Nig·Nia Sir· \\'illialll llt•:1ry ,;aid" lh" HH'r<' n•:1ding 
oYt;r .,r ,,·itlt·:lli'" i,; " poor ,; u), ,.;( it nit• l'or '' I ri :d J,nl'on: a qualified 
.1 11 .J ... ,. "'"' d· · l'•·ll•·•· hv ('"'"1"''1. '"" "" ,, ,,d · ··g· u:~rd il i,; lh•· llll'n"d. 
('\'l'\~:t:-:11 .• . . 

. (lur ,,,,. LiPIII (:i l;llli-lloH'riiiJJ' or II"· Southern .l'rov.illt'('"• Co lnut•l 
Sir II:IITV :\.loorhou,;n, :1n :ddc· :Jdlllini :dl:l.lor :IIHI one pos,;cs,;nd ol' 
vel'.\" ,, · jd~ ~ t•;qH'riPnt·e in .!\ ig·t·ri:ln :1IY:tir ~: . in hi_~ c·o\-PI i!q.!,· .''linni.P 
liP:din g· \rilh ;I l'l'l'"rl. ol' lite· St:c·n·l:~r.v r .. r N:lil\'c'. i\11':111'" 1". i:Oil

nt•J·ti .. n \\· ilh .\':.ti•·•· :~nd l'ro ,-i ,, .. i, ,J ( 'o11rl :< \\· rot,. " 11' \\'<' pr:~c:IJ~::dly 
•· tlllil"'l " :< uilor lo l:~l:n " ''" ' '' .,r a p:1rl i .. ul;~r ll:d lll'i' In a Cl!rl-ain 
trillltll:ll ,., -!J Pilll 'l ' he· "·i.-.: hn :--: ltl de 1 ~ ~~ nr 1111! \\'l' tnll:-;1 g·i,·p hint ~o nu• 
rig·ld .. r app<':il ... 

I l'ail ' " st'< ' lh:d :II pr<• ,;t• nl. 'J'h,· l'ro\·illl'i:d ( :oJJrl (lrdinaut·n 
do!' .< not prm·id· · l'nr lh:.t. rig·lll or :IJ>IH':d . In lht: l'rm· in~:c where 
I l'.Onll' rrnnl. lilt• s .. ninr ll· ·s idl·nl , 11'hiJ,. hi' is in hi~ oflit:t), is 
:H 'I't'""ii.J,. I" l't•pr<'S~'nl:>l i .. ·n.-< il<:tl '""-'. J,. llJ:Jci<· In hin1 :tlld '"" do 
nol. t'~l"'ri"'"''' ~~.,. , . .,1 dillic·.lllly in lhi,; •·"nn•••·lioll, h11l !J., is nol 
"'"."·'· " ll .. ·r" :111d I o·:~nnol ''1'1''-" tl,i,; P"li: ·y lo t.he oflit·crs who :Jr<' 
in l'hnrg·e of ol !Jpr l'rm·inc·p,; :~nd I iiPr<' ! \\· :Ill(. lo hring iL to your 
JHdic·p fhal I h., linu• h:1s 1'0111<' " ·hc·n till' l'roYin• ·i:d Conrl. Onlin:IIH'.I' 
ong·hl (., l>t• :l;lll'ndt•d in onlt•r In nll'l'f I l~t• pn•sl't>l l'llndil.inns :wd 
rnqllirPill<'lil,; of til<' P''"Jlll•. 

'l'ht• llou. t 11,.. \JpuJlH•r I' or I h•· IIi Yt 'r' I li vi s i<~n : 
Y o11r l·:~t'. t•ll•·n•·.v: I ri,;t• In "''-" :1 1'<•\\ \\·nrds 11'il h n•ganl l.o l.lu: 

L'ro,·in .. i:Ji ('o11rb . .\I'IPr :til i, "' 'id and dmu: l.l11! olli ce rs art! really 
in the lt:IIHI,; ol' t.ht' inl,rprnl<' r" . Th .. _,. do nol. l:no\1' v1•ry ol'l"u 
wh:>l lilt• l':lst' i,; :d>t>lll. :1t11l IIH'.Y :11'1\ :1pl. n•r_y lr<'')lll'n(.ly In ht• 
tni,J,.tl ""In ,,-!J.,(" " ·iln••,;s s:~y,;. TIH· only \\':1_\' (o prevent. this is 
In g·t!l n1nn•. pmpPrl_,. qll:difit:d illinpn•ier . .;. I :1111 sllrt' .l.l.onollrahlc: 
~li'Htht·rs \\·o11ld not. lil:n In ,;(:~ud lu ,l'on: :1 lrihunal nn a ~:npilal 
charg-" knowing l.lt:d. ,,·h:~l. is I'S,;t•nt.i:tl In lhPir l'fl~l' may not-. IH• 
~:ornwlly iJJtr,rpr!'l ed, :nul it. m:1y tliC:ln :1 loss· of lil'e. .l worulPr 
" ·hal lht• fl't'ling·s of th e ofli1 ·.t•r \\'ho (.ri!'d lht! •·asP \U>Idd he if he 
kucw lhal hc> hnd ,;pnt. :1 m:111 In hi, don111 n11 I~ Yident·e which had 
111!1'11 \vrong·h· iHit•rpreh!d. I \\·nnder " ·h:d :111 l•:Hgli,;h judg·t' 
would fpnJ ]il;f' :d'll'r Ju: hnd st•ut :1 111:111 lo hi,; dna I h on evidenep 
whi1·h lnrnPd n11l fo hnYt! i11Wll \\Tongly inl1 •rpr<'ll'd i' II ow llllll'.h 
HlOrn in :1 I'Ollltlry lil:t• :\l'ril':l , ,.-Ju•rp lh" inl<'rpn•(.crs h\tve an 
inlpl'l'i'l'l ' l kno\\·lt,dg·e of English. is a man'~ life ]i;Jhlu tn he for 
feit .. d hy n~;t~on of mi,;inll'rpre t:llion:' I tJqn't <'ll' · ~· Hu• man who 
hn,; to In· fhP'P 1·ase,; with a kno\\· ll'd~-t·" tlwt. lw m:t\' have t.o con.vicl. 
:1 man c;n e,·idt>IH'P. "'hi1·h i,; n"t fn.d_,. inll'l'JH<'ft•;l. T think it. iR 
high li11w uow lhnl. :til •·apif:li •·h:Jrgp,; shnuld hn ,;t•uf. l.o l.hn 
~upn•m•· (:o11rt IIi,; Jlnjp,;( ._,.·, .i~tclg('s :11'1' lraiu!'d !o weigh 
evidt•n•·" whilt: 1!11: l'rm·in .. ial ('"11rls ofli•·Prs nrc Hn(·. lrninf'd I" 
.;,.<'ig·h n·idt•nt·<'. II i,; no( . th .. ir Iii'" '" w"rl:, ·it is" j11dg·"'s lif,: , 
wnrl:. If I hi ,; I'O Jdcll,., dotH'. :.11 •·;~pil:d ··h;~r:!'l'" ~ nnl In I hi' Supr· mp 
(~ollrl. IIH·n I l.hiHI: " '" s-hnnld g·<'l .-111111' " di s f:11'1inu. Yonr 
K·,I·,•IIPn•·y . I p'1·:1.\' _\'<\11 a11d lhi ,; ('n•IIH·il lh:lf all •·:Jpilal 1·.h'arg·<'s 
may 1,.. ,;p nl In lht• .Tndg·p,; In I><· lriP<l. 

. \,; n·g·ards Pdlll':llioH I h:1Y1: nq( lllllt;h In ta.lk aiHllil-; Lhe ouly 
dr:l\d1:11 ·k is lht\ " ·ani of moral , . .,11r:q~·e :Jlllnngst. lhe people. 11' 
lhi,. liP\\' llo:Jr<1 ;')(· J·: du• ·: dion for :Iii ,;('hools is ,;p(. np without. first 
of all l'<lllsltll i11g- I ht• mi"ion s n,; In t h(•ir ,-il!\\·s on f.lw Hill, ea1:h 

. clt'lllllllill:li ion ha,; il ,; ""'" vi •. ,,., _ il \\· ill "" ''"' krmin:d.ioll or 
mi,;,;ion \rork in - this •·.nntdry . 'f'l11• i'""f'll' 11111"1 h.-, g- ivf'n l.in11~ lo 
think :thnnl if. Till'\' h:l\'t: g·o1 lo fhink for lhPmseh-es and for their 
..! Jil1lren . Tilt: (·.hildre n h:l\·1' no re-<pt•l't. for lh .. ir parnnls in (.his 
(:ounlry :1nd "·lwn lht·rt·' is nn rPSjH'I'I for parc·nl.s lhl'rt' i~ 110 respect 
for fNII'ht•r,; :111d lho,;p in :tlli:llnril·.-. [ \\·illnHJv Sa\' IIIII' llllll'(~ word 
:tntl lh:tl is ll1:tl : lh1• f:wl lh:JI 01;\.PrnnH!H(. dt •s.ire~ ·l.o bring in t.hi s 
llill s ho \\ -< th1• g·1\o\\'ing· inlp<~rl:tl\1':' of :'\i}!'<'ri:t. and I fl'l'\'l' lli.l .\· hnp•· 
fh:tl thi s •·ounl.r.li will llt:tk<• gT<':d -tr i,J,. , fnn,·anlnnl onl~· in I'Cilll':t
iinn hut i11 •·onln;ll'l'l'<' and h<'nll.h . 
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I 
'l'!J, ~ linn . t.l1" Din·, ·tor or 1'1d.Ji,. Work s : -· i 

I think I (':ill I!:ISC 1111! Jllilld or till' lloiJOIII ':Jide lite cotllll!l"l'ial 
~~l'll"ll'r !"or l'orl. ll:trt 'llllrl. ill till' ill illil ' r of (.ill.' ,.up ply O( jW:ill!r [f) 

s liippi1tg- at l'orl lla JTOIIrl.. \\"lt'.'ll tit" lll! <:css ll.\ lur :111 \H<:rr.a'ie d 
.-. upply \ra s recug ni:- Ptl, consldl·r~llton wa s .g· 1ven lD a stug·lp_ .o..; cll( ! llll~ 
fo 1· llll'l'iiltg· all n•quir<!llll'llh. II 11·:1 , lot111d, hm1·1:Ye r, ' IIial, as 
•·I• ·•·! r ic pml·<·r IYOU!d slwrll_v ·'"' al·:,ibhl" !"o r Jllllllplllg-_, sPpa:·:,tle 
sc.I11 ·Ines II'I>Uid he Pqtl:dl.v ,.:al1sL11·lory and lllllrl! l'l'l) lllllllli :: d . I he 

. 'l' 1· · I e~ i s ti 11 g· s nppl _v lo ill< ' t•:ur"i"':IIJ r.·s< ·n ·:di<JJJ, . ra< Jllg' .\tn·:t :tJJ< 
1\l"ri 1·: 111 ]( 1,pilal, ,.,.(,1<·11 !t:ts n·•·• •JJ!Iy l,, .,.JJ '.'~ii'JHL • d , relll:tJ ,n.s :1 s on e 
""· linn. '1'( 1., l'uldi,· \\'orb; J),·p:trliiii'JJI. J.s 111111' •·:lJT_I'IIl ~· oul_ l h<· 
~et ·l ion lo s up p ly (ill' .\ l'ri<·: t l! ' l'mi' JI :.11d , a .s ni.v Jlonour:ddP; ~- l'l l 'llll 
1( 1., UeJII!r:d .'ll:t JI:. g" r .. r II~<· !::til" :ty r.·tJJJnds Ill <! , pmy lsJOII ~ ~ 
IJI:Ill: ' tJJH1 <·r ll< ·ad ;;li, ilvt<l ;( ( o!' (!J,. l·:sl lllJ:tl <'s JI<>W h<• lor" lltt' 
Co ttlll :il !'or :1 s npply 111 l!tl! ll ' ll:tn·" ·' :111d s!;ippi11 ;~· . 

'!'he ,1u,!>.lioll ui' ti t" .,! ,· t·tri .. ily ti! td.,rt:.l.illg in .Lag-os h:1s ag:tin 
( 1.,., 11 r: 1i"'"' · :tnd 1 _, !totd.! lit;, . 111 place b,•fon!_ .l.luHUlll ·:dd., i'"\li!ntbe rs 
;1 i't~W tig11r es . 

1 l ' i~t : 111 :\\" Po\1.<· 1· :--;t:lllol! :II i.Jor;l \\':t :-\ lir~t. pu t !Hlo 

p:.rti:tl "l"'ralillll in .\ IIY< ' illlt'.'r. I:J:!: l. 'I'l l!! llllllllH: r ur cuhllct: :I<II!S 
1. > Ill'\\' I'OI I,,llllll\I'S II ' :I .S (:_' ;! in (~J ·:; : , 1/)(i in f'r.!-1, :111<1 :IJlJ ! IJI l~J:!J . 
'I'll" llllJIIIwr nf IIIIi(~ g·t·lll!l':l il'd incT<::I ,;ed frtliJI lllW :111Ll :t i111lf 
Jnillio11 s in 1!1:.'·1· (o 111·11 11111iiml s i11 I!J :.!;-,_ 'l' ht· l':qH'nd ilurl! , ~ ·xdusin: 
ol<::l pi I'" "nd dc·prc·c·ia i ion I' ha rges , II' :IS ·l: I !J ,l}( JI) iII I !J:.!-1 "n ~ l r.U,IhlU 
in I~J :.!:-1 : :1nd 1'1 ~ 11!1111< ' \Y:~ s ;,hli;J( i.:' '!:-J,IJ ,)(J in 1!) :~4 and about. .f00,0UU 
in I!J:.' .'t, :Ill inn«aS<· or :tilltld J:::->,OIJ iJ ag·ain sl. :Ill i lll'l'l '" "ed ,l'.\JH!Ildi 
lun' of f :I,IIIIIJ. ' l' h" :Jillltt llll .,f 1'11:d u, pd , ., :1 ~ .n:dtw<·d !'rom G.l !I ts_ 
pc:r t.Init in .1!! :.!4 to .'1 .li lh. l'"r unit i11 I!J:.' :-,. ,\~ a I'OIIIJ>arison .l 
mi .. ·ht rc:1d an e.~ lrad fro111 a n!C·c!lll l•: lc:t·lri1·itv l:c·l' i<'l\ . . in whi ch 
i t ~vas sl:lil'd lh:tl. in slatio 11.s 11·il11 ou l ptlls h···iween on;e to I1Y o 
Jlliliion l;ilmv:li.L llitiii'S- \I'(Iii·(J lll:t\' ("' 1;,!;1'11 :I S t ' OITi'~(l<)llding· io 
1.11" ljora Sl:ll io n- - III<! [tiel l'tlliSIII.II)ii ion 1':1 11 '. ~ ' ' " J';·onJ :!.80 lb. lo 
7.!Jii lt.. ]H!r kil tm:IIL hour or :Ill :1.\'t ' l':l_~ ·; <· or rulH 11_1. As ; lJdi ('();]] 
ha s a calo r ifi c: ,·,due or :tltlllll 7f) pe r \'1!11( "" S ··oll'h l'o:tl,t the COll
tillllljllion at Ijor:t cannot. l•e <·oll " idl'rt ·d IIJI ,· a l i ~ r .. ..tory. ·\V 1i h 
n·g-anllo lh c q11e~tion of llu, pr il'l! ,.(""· :~ "" in L:1g·o ~ . ll1e ;stand:trd 
r:li" !'or l iu·lditw is .Is. :ld . jH ' r unit .s 11l. j ·d lo :1 neh:d"l lo lar~·· 
l'IIIJ S IJIIJI!J'S ~ ' l'h~ llltll-llll'll ' J'i'd i!:\1 r:lil' ·f,ll· Slll :d] l ' llli.~UJnerS . i, 
1~. lid . JH!r -JIJ \V:dl: l:JJup jll'r llll>llilt: I ill' ~t\\'1' 1' ' r"t" !'or 
in s iallaiiolls h..!ow :_'() {;iloii':Jil. is ..Jd. Jll'l' IIIli( :111d i'o . iarg·1 ~ in s ialla
(.ioJJS l'arius 11·ith the lll:t~irnllni dPIII:l llll :111d ill<' llllltthci1 oi units 
c·lliiSIIIJJ<'<L 'l'l11: ens(. per 1111it lo our lll'll l:~r ,.! .,sl JHIII'fe t· ll ~c:rs 1rork:l 
lllli :d. :!.:!1l. :11111 1.71J711. whi..J1 under .l rw:d l'nnd ition.'< j lllllst be 
•·o nsid e n ,d ve r.v '""'· In JJI V last .\11nn:il llqJOrl, [ <illot .. d an 
"~lm.d. fmnJ a I!.Ppllri. or 11)(~ l•:lt:t: lrit·it v CoJIIIIIi ~:' iOII < 'rs foj · till' y ear 
I!.J:.!;I-:!4 whit :h s i:Jt·Pd th:li: i11 ,. ," rl.:tin an·a s li · ~·hting· :II· :J sj p e r unit 
i.-; heartil y wd ~:onJ< • tl and lhal. lll'it·e lh:li pri•·•• 1\'ollld II<J(. l11: pro
hihiLive. 'I'!J., ll<lllOIII'altl<, 1111! ( 'olllllll ' l'l'i :ll ?\[c•lliiH' I' l'rr · l,;~ g os 
.stated or s ng·g·;:sh 'd that. ih<! ral<•s itJ L:tg-o:< we rP unique and 
l!Xcessive, a11d in no other pLtc ·e i11 i \rric11 was :1 hig-ll l' r rai d clt ·• rge rL 
rn th e Alllltl;l] tah1 Ps of til e e le..tr ic·ity UJJ<l.•rlakings for th e y c:tr 
I!J:.!,I, th e l:t sl issue J .h:tl'l! lll:c·n ald., to ohi:Jiu, I f-ind fifte en uuder
l:lking-s ill \':tr i on~ p:tr(s oi' ((I(• \\·or]d 11·.itl1 ralt•S for ]jo·hJ-ino·r:mn·in"' 
fm111 ls_ :ld. to ::?s.; tl1 e r:de for lin· only lo11·11 i~ ·\v,;4 .-\fric; 
l(ll<ti.<'l] J,, . jllg' :!s. 'J'!Jc: l':til'S i'11r jHI\\' <'1' l' :ll ·i,•d fl'lllll 1111<! :tf 

1
1.1,d. per 

un i t. , t ht•n !11!_ lo ls. wil h :111 :.Yt•rag·p 11f li.Sd. lr1 , · jp"· o f t.IJ<• hc•:II'Y 
mst of lht , c·~l,•ndPcl di s t.r ihutinu ,.:ysiPJJJ, the inf<•rior valu~: aud 
IJig-h••r •·os t· ,,r •·o:tl :Jn<l tlw IH'<'l' ,.:S:'I I·ii .l' IH•:tvy st:tiY •·h:11·g···~ · . I do not 
con.s id~,r th:li IIJP r:tl <·.s , .J,:~rg·c • d i1 1 l.:t .~·o ~ 1':111 l11· r eganlc•d a;:; 
"':c·l!SSJVl!, :1nd l Illlts(. Wlii' IJ i.hn"• lloJI<Hir:tlJ!p \fen1lwr~ who 11re 
inl.,re~ lc:cl iu_Plc!dri<·. lig-IJijllg S<'llt\lll l·s •·lsl ·WIIl•rt• i n Ni:~·l'ri 11 lktt., 
llllli'SS I'IIJiliiiiOII~ 111'1! 1' \t't'Jll ion:.({y i'lll'lllll':tltl~:, it i,.; IJIOSt. 
iluproh:tld,•IIJ:Ii. :tii .V lo11·<:J ' r:tl1 •.s c: :111 l~e· t·l1:trg·1·d. ; 

I 
The Hon. the l)in!t·lnr of l::dii<·al ion, Soulll!'l'll l'mvillc·&s:-

Your . J•:~c e llc>u<· .v :1nd ·llollo ltrald" ~ll ' Jidll'rs: 'l'lll'I'C' :p·p 11 few 
rc:n_1arh wh ich I w1sh lo Ill ilk,• "" II"· sldt.i<'t ·l .. r I !J,. J•:dll< -':tt.ion Bill 
whlt :h Will <;OJilB up for <'<IIJ s idt•rlll io11 at 1111· 11<·~1 St·~sion of t.he 
Lc!gislalivn Colillcil. 

Yes tenlay T lllldl!rst.ood I lit! J ronolii':Jid, , (il l' CcHIIIIIl'rt:i~l Member 
for Calahar lo shit" IIJ11t althoug-h i t. I~:Hl l1c>e 11 iudicat ed to him in 
V:IJ'i01Is fJII:Hh!rs l.h:tL his oppo~ i lio11 lo th1! Hill 11·a s !lot in t he 
inlc: rps(s of N:tliv" 't<:tlnc:liion, hc, 1·ou s id,•red t·l1at. 1110 1'1! 1ime for 
refled ion was advi s:ddr: . 'll:td J!J,. lfOIJIIIIraldc> .'llc>ndH'r ~triu·inally 
oppus•• d I ho Bill 011 llw~" gTOl llld s , I sll<llcld I111YI' 1111 t · oml~<: nl'. t'O 
oll'er, lntl I <:e rlainl .v unders(,od I !~e· llolllltlr:>ldt' MPJIIhPr (·o oppose 

-·---



-------

l•'cb. J!l -~ll , I !J:!i i J . ~ . 
(,·on}l(; i l Ul'iJatr ·s . _Ill_ 

lhe scl'o nd rcadiug ol' ll1i s Hill mldy in IIH: illif!rl'sls ~d' 111issilli<S, 
parl.i<:ula.d y thu.<e ol' liH! ( :;,J; ,I ,. , · l' 1m·1ntes . I. t':tll g-1vc ll ollour
ahle .M CIIti JO rS !h e :tSS III':IIH 'l' (.h:Ji. rt' -' fii>IISii,Jn l'!'fll 'f'SClli:llivl'< or 
llli ss iou ;;, both o ul: h e n~ " '"I i11 J•: n.:;·l:tiid , h:11·•· lw :·11 mmd t·lo>t·l :> 
consu!ltid. Jn :H ·I.u:d 1:11·1 '·"" ' n •11' ll1 1' pri ll<'' fl" l l"o'·i , io!h l' lld<odi d 
in ih<• 1\ ill arc d 11n lo s11g· g·p~lio n s 111.11l<• l•y l l11· n•prcscni:ili1·1's ol' 
n:i ss i011 :< I hcm scl vc., . 

The llonour:tlde .Meml>:•r h:~:<t•d l1 is o ppns ilion on a lt·l <·g·r:llll 
front lhn Sl' llior f'l'(lli' ·~• H I.di1·1, ol l!11 ' l j nil<•d Fn'!! <:hurc:lt ~ li< : io ll 
h 1 h" dr•.·<·L 1 h:11. h 1: h:td "'" ' "''' II t·nll s nlit-d ~riH"' illf> prt's<·ul. i sill 
1\':J S dr:d'll'< l. 1l:Jd a s i1nii:lr qn<•slion '"'''" pul lo ih t•. ll is hnp ol' • 
L:t::·ns. Ill' lltll dd h:ll·t· g·i1·1'n :1 s in1ibr n•pl.1· . !I s l':tr " ' I ~'"'"" • 
UJ HI< ·r~l: \ n d lh P llnntllii'<J I>I <· ~ l <· tnl •t·r. !J,. did 11o l nsk lhl' l ' 11ik I 
l'n·t· l ' h,n JT h 'li ,:s inll II' IH ·i!H·r l> is 1\li :" i·•n '""' "fll""'~'d lo i.h " lli ll 
o r dt· s ir,\d i ls <'11:H·in11'111· !o l11' poslpnn t• d. 

I ,.,,11(111'1' In s ll g·g·.,,-1 lo lht• ll<ll1111 1f':dd ,, ~11'11,111'1' lhnl. i f' Ill! h:~d 
<'o iJt ·hf' d lili s l<•ln ,:; r:11t1 i11 dil'f,·n·lll . l :' l'll <S-- 11 h!'l.h !•r I hey oppos ··d lho 
ll ill or d't•sin• d il s posl p.,11 <'1111 ' 111 --lw ntig·! d. """" 1'1' ' !' iYI'd a dill'en ·11l. 
n•pl,l'. ~\ · l11 ·11 I di .<!'ll~s< ·d il11 · II J: Iill pr• 11is inn s ol' ll11• llill ll'iLh 
l h!'lll in . (':ti:ll~:ll· ill!'.\' did 111>1 i1!1'nr nt ""' l h:tl 1111 '.\' 1~:111 an y oh.i!'C:
Iioll: "" '1111• <'nlllr:JI'_\' ih<'.\' :l(lj i!' :Jt'l'd t nn ~ l :JII ': inll s ill I'OOJH' r:J ie , a11d 
olfpn•d It/" '' lt '!'l' t1111' "" ll11 · ir 11tt111i ll' r . " di s 1ing-11i ~ he d s ! : lwl:~r 1\'i lh 
lnngi'Xjlf'l'i<'lll'.l! n l' f!dll • ·:il i ~< 11'11 " ·ork. In ' 1'1'11' o 11 1111• prnp<~s •d Hn:~rd. 
~n ih:d i.hl'n' s li!<llld h :• "" donhl :thnlll IIH• :d l illld <· nl' ll11• 1- li ss inllR 
:t. •: :t 11 · h, ~ i.,, I 11· ill n· :11l :1 P:tl':t'.!T:tp h nl' :1 ll' i it>J' ll'hi< ·h I l'l'l'l'iYI'd 
fmllt 1111•1 Bi shop ol' L:~g·ns "" I itt' I.'\! h. li e \\Til es : "Tam so rry 
_l'll llr llrd in:Jll<'.(' did nnl g·o lhrnllg·ll. h11l l hnt'<' it. ll'ill 110 1. lt:Jng
t.hing·s "l' Inn!,!·. I do nol '"""'' \\ h:~ l ""''""·il v i\lr. nrah:llll T'aHl 
lt :11l In Sf~lt>:lk i11 lhf! " ''""'Ill' IIH· 1\li , s ion s . li P <'l'f'i:Jinlv lt:HilHJI. 
l:dd!ll :JJ1 .)· s leps In ii11d n11 l i ll!' Yi•· 1·· s ol' il11• C.i\l.~. 011 this side" . 

From l·n•tnir iPs 11·hi,.h I ''"' " ' ' '1\11 ' 11 i l.1· 11 1:J d" neill11 •r !.It !' Bi s hop 
u f l,;~;..:·o .<,J nor !.he ht~ :Jd of li lt' \\' t·sJ...,·:: n :. liss ion, hoih of: 11· hom li1·c 
11· ilhi11 a (t: ll' l111111 in •d .v:nd s ol' I his~ oun('illlall :ljljll':tr In h:nc l11 :c n 
l'l llt s uli ed :JS In lh1~i r Yii' I''S hv Lhn llnnour:dde i·hf! Cnnlln<•n ·i;d 
111 t•tniH'f' l'or C:d :~ h:11 · or(,,. :Jill' .lltllJn< Jr:Ji dt • ~ll'nJIH'l' nl' !.his Co 11tH,il 
" ·ill, lilf• ~' -" '·•·plioll ,,r lh· .. tl (ii l'i :< l ~l••nJIII'rs . I ,. " "'"n' lo sttg·g-psL 
IIJ al :1 11t)\·pl f:lf·lor is ll!'ing· in l rndllt ·· ·d info i11" d<·liltl'l':J i ion s of 
ll1i s . \ S>dnh l.~ · il' ll o ntlllr:Ji>! ;. \l <'llth•rs 11·!1n 1 nllll' In I hi s Collnl'il :JS 
lh t• n•<·o:;·ni>nd l'<'jll'<':<cni:Jii,·r· < ol' •·t· r l:<in in l<·t ·t•< l ~. ' !"'" " :lll i horil a
l.i l't· ly :~n< l ... :: pl'l~ ." ,·in~rs "'""tl olht• r in ll' : !!:' h; 1rilllllul ill " l;n nll' l< dg- r. 
or fl !' rllll >'" ton of lh o<!) t·ntll·t~rnf•<l. .I I. <:!!l'l:~inlv SCl!l11S l.o m n I hat 
!hi s Ot' l' lllTI' d on lhc prescnl f)I:( ::Jsinn. .. 

'l'l11' l .ln;1. il11• r.o mllll'tTi :d ~ll'mlll'l' f~<r C:d : <i~: J r : -

y.,",. 1•: :-; ,·t· ll " lll '\' : t11:J .V I lw l"' rlni ll, •d ill ri sn In :1 pninl. of' ord<·r 
l'o r ll11· , ; n lt:~·hil'llll ll ) ll~· ol' llnnolll ':Jid., .\i<·ntlli ' I'S. Is il .. ug·g·<'< l t• d l> y 

1111' llnnnnr:~I,J,. l l11 ' lltrf't·ln .. ol' 1-:dn .. :<l '"" lh:<l lloll lllll ah<, MnnJ!l " IR 
nl' liti s (:, ,, llll'il 1li11 SI. s pP: li; in lhi" Cnll tll'il onlv 011 lwlt:dl' of lh 1• 
inl <' l'l'sls Il l ll11• p<,nple I h ey 1'1!jl l'I 'SI' I11 :tl1d nol 011. 11J:ii1Prs of g·pJ~e r:d 
i nll'l' r:s l ? 

Jri,; l•:xf' •· llt·l1< '-'. : -· 

I do 11nl1 I hi11k I h:il. ll1:tl n· :~ , "1<: 11 ll11 ' llollll11r:tld,~ ~1!•111iH · r , :tid . 
fit• sa id 1111' 1'1' ~r:t s 1111!. SIJI!i<·il'l11 •·nlls1111:ili"" IH · I'on• <Tilil'i sm 11 · :t~ 
oll'l'n'd . 

'l'l11• llo11. 1111• llin·•·lor of' l•:dnt·:il ioll , ~llll( . h c rll J'nll· itll·:·. : -

1 lrml. 11<:11 lln11o11r:th k ,\l ,· mh" rs ll'ill hn11 i ~ lt :1.11.)' l:tsl. li11 ;_;·pring· 
~w:pit·io11 l h:tl. lite l·: !ltll '.:tli on 1\iil 11·a s dr:tl'lcd , :tn t! (.l1e Ses~ i on:tl 
.l':qH'r nn l•.dt1f ·:li in11 "''' " II'J'iill'n, In lll:t sk :tn :tll:11·k on !.he in l!' l'I!St < 
of' M i•si ol l' •n· :-;,H.i<'t il's 11·ho :<n: l'I ' ' P"" " ild e !'or lllOI'I' l.h:111 !J!l ' ',. o l' 
the ::: l'hnols in l.hc ~onllt c rn l'rovitli '!'S . 

'1'!11• llni H<11r:dd c lite ~''' ' ""d L:tg·os ''''""''t'r nd'ern,d, to co111pul
'""." ••dnt·:11 io11 :ts d es ira ble . The l:d1> UoYPl'Jtnr, Sir ]I ug·lt 
('Jilhrd. [ltli11il'd Oil( . 0 11 :.1 Jll'l ' l' iOIIS 01'1':1 >i011 I he p rohihil.ive ens(. or 
sllt·lt :1 t lll! :~-< nr<' . .• \ 1. a ron!~lt ••slim:ile 1111'1'<' :tr<', I ' "PI"' '~' · '"'"r 
?. IHlt l. ll llll ,•!JiJdn·n nl' "s. ·l111n l :tg·<' '' i11 i !11 · ~~~111111'1'11 f'tnl'i11<'1'S. 
Tl11• llonoll r:dd, , ,\lt •Jlll ll'l' 11 !:111 <· 111• sng·-'·<· s lion :t :i In Ito\\' lltP f.lnl' !'l'11-
tll l' 111 is In fi11 d ( l11• l'tlllll " In ' " 'ild . l!ljll ip :11111 :· l:df l.fu, SIJ ,I)I}I) 
st· honl -: 11 !, ir·h ,.,. ,.,tJ d It~• jtl 't' <ll ll : <it! _~· tt '" 'll.!'d 1.11 :ill.:ti11 It is ohj •· 1·l .. or 
()1'1' 11 '" p :ll· l'or 1111' ' '"'""' ' ill f '" ' j, ,,,.~;,, · ,:ods or Ogo.i :t a11d ~ (' VI' l':tl 
of hl'i' pnt\- j lq ·, ·s whi ,- 11 I ~ '':.t.!:y-.. : s n,-1 , :1 ' " lllpnl ~n r,v nu~ :t S lll'P \\·ould 
11<'t ·• ·~ .' i I :t It•. 

'l'h <· II""" """ I.J,. : l11• Fi rsl l •'1!!'"' J\1 "'"her Pl'llJH ~>'C <1 'I ha t. •·nn 
s id,.r:tl.inl1 nl' I h1• l•:d tw:tl io11 llill s lw:ild If! JlPSI pn11nd l.o g·i vn I he 
11nl111lll':dd .. ''"' <' ll't ·l,•d ~l r,llth :J · s "" "l' l'' " l."llilv nl' l'llllsidPri11~. · . ~ 
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I 

this 111 ,·a s ure aud consultiug· th,·ir •·ow;tilll<~ nl s. I. rull y apprei:iale 

I · · 1t 1· ,. ,·,.,,. '•' l'<llll n·lll:trk~ 111ade i>y lite Jlult<Htr:dtle J\l o: lll-
IIS pu I I ~I . . . 1..: . . ' • : . . •. . ' •• ' I . r . II' 

111 •1· 1 :ttll tltdllll!d lu I l1111k tlt:tl. lte r•·g·ao_·d., t . lll~ ""· :'~"'" ,1, '":'."
1

n 

~0 111 e 11 it.-rior lllol.iv<•. I tru ~ t ilt:tl '"' 11' 111 11ol •·onlllll~l' Lu <:Oil~ldl!r 
it. in 1 he , pirit. ol' '/' 11 /1( :0 t!tll/fii!S 1'/. t!ulltl /< ' r<'lli,I 'S. I• rt>lll n•lllarl;s 

111 ade hv '"" llonolll':tlde t\l"'"'"'r I app<·:ll· to ht: rt •g: tl·ded <~ i lhe 
:tlli.lll>r ·.,r or n·~poll ,; ii>l<! r1l". a lllt'lltOr:tltdlllll Oil I ill> pl:ll'l' olj _till> 

1·1·rn :11 ·ul :o 1· in \ali,-, . l•:d u•·:ttloll. I"'" 11ul Ill tl11• l<·:t ~ l.<' ~l"' " ' '!.I., 
for it . I load owl. :«'I'll it. 1\' !ll ' ll !Itt• l l tlill':ts dr:tl'l t• tl. Ill 1::•·! !Ill• 
lirs !. ti 1111 · that I s:t\1' il w:o,; 11 " " " I n·:H:ltvd Ca,l ;olt:lr. t::><>~·e r:tl 
II II 'I . 111 j,,.,., · \\1,. 11-11·1• 11oi ~•·• · ll 1!.. ) I ill· llullou l·ab le t>lltllll':lll'l\t. , ,,, - ' . ' ' . \ • 

11"' 1\ll!tttiH>r ll'lto n•prt·~" "h !l~t• .\::ril':tll ' l ' r:Hkr~ ull lh··. 1~ 1g·•· r 
nd't:t'l't·d Itt !hi~ llll'IIIOr:lltdllltl, :ttttl >'tlll.l_h:tt _he hoj~ed !IH• (xuYl!l'll
lllt'lll 1\'ttllld 11ol. t·ont.inut• " I 111s pol11 ·.v . 1\o11· I hts lllelllt>raHduln 

11·as i,;,, 111 ,.1 i> v ,111 .\dvi~ol'.\' Cttlltlllillt••· of 11 l1io·h o'onlt' llll'tllht:d l1ad 

111 -ol~:dol.v" [;.,Iter l; 11u11· l·•dg<· of "du• ·:ttion in l1•d1a tllall tll t'Y :havt: 
ot" ,.d 111 ·alion in ,\rr~t·a. '1 '1"' tljtt:ttlllg' p:tl':t g'l'aplo_ ts :ts lollow_, __ _ 
" '1' 1"' Advisury l'ollllllill<;t~ t·in·od a lv l . l~t• rullttll'lll~· ."ll'tlloi':II!dl!lll 
allll i 11 vit 1 • tl 1ust> 11· loo havt• k11o11· l,•d:~·p or lo• ·al t'olldtllolls Itt h1Y<?lll' 
t j 11 • 111 11· i 11 1 olo~l'l'l' :d imJS till I ht· t•d nt ·:o I ion a I rl't ·ottl tl ll ' tlll:d wns wh ll ·h 
an> pro1·i~ion:dl_v tnade ill it ". 'l'hi" llll'llloraHd.tllll It:~> pn·~u.m 
altl y ltt•t· ll s••nt. to ,.,·., r.v p:1rl of Tropw:d :\fr11·a untlt•r nnt,,;h 
.\d 111 i,li >' lr:otioll. It,; soil' ol>.i<'t·l ' " to t•liJ·Jt lht• \'It'll ' >' ol lho"~ J ' ho 
h:t\' 1' lo:lll e :•'jll'l'il'lll 't' or !'dllt':il ion:d ll 'o!'k in .\ frit':l :1_1111 :Jrl! I'Olll
pPit •lll '" :odvi;;''· II ha;; 11o t'llllllt'l'ilon w!t:JI>'~II'Vt'r ll'lil1 ih<' , Jl1l~, 
and do t's nu l in an.v 11·a.1· dit·l:llt• I Ill! t•tllll·:illon:d pol11·y of I ht;; 
'''""tin·. I lru ;;1 lh"n~fon> tlo:tl llonoural,l<· \lt • ml,.·r~ 11'111 r< ~ :dt ,;e 
il 1:ot tl;,. 1\ill lo:os no l loing· lo do 11· illo ll1i ,; 1'"1'"" 11·hi• ·h I hold in lUI' 
lt:ttttl. I t':tll :t S>' Ill'l' !Itt·· llolttlllr:tlde tit~• l•'ir ,; l L:ogo ;; \l••ndtt•r lloal. 
'" r:o r '" I ""' •·o lll '<'l'tlt'd I It: III nul ,· i;;n:tl i,;Pd any pol i• ·y fur l'or
l,idd i ng i n;;ln1.-l io11 i 11 t•:ng·l i;;h in ollt' pri 111:1 ry :il·hool..; . Tlw 
p:trtit·nlar point :tl. ll'hi .. h a t·hild """ • ll'illt lilt · lu•;;l advanl.ar·e lo 
hilll>'tdl', ht' !:tng·ht in 1·:~~~~-li;;h i;; :1 n~:li!Pr ro1· <' ~ p l' ri ;; to d"t·uss and 
I do not. ..lailll lo lu~ all t•~pt!rl. I wi ;; h IIH-! lloiiOll!'alde Member 
"'"' ..!t•:trll' ''' undt !l':il:tnd thai l do not n•g·ard otll' t'lllTif:llllllll for 
all I itt· pri.noarv " ·loool;; 111' !hi;; •·uutilry " " d·· ~i r:tld .... \ •·urrit ·ulllm 
;; llilt"l l'or La g·os '"" .V Itt· """'' llll:ittilald<· i11 ()g·o.i:l. CotuliLions of 
lirt ·, :< llrrolllllling~ . and tilt• '"'' lii':tliol": o l' tl11· illil:ti,il:tnls all hav1~ 
lo Itt• t · on ~ id•·r••d. It i;; l'or il11· purpo,;" or oht:~i11ing· t.lt e :~dvil'e 
o r 1 """'' 11· lw an• he~! Iii led l'rm11 t l~t•ir l':\jlt'rit•Jil·" .. r edu<·al . i ~•n i11 
tl1i ~ t·ounlry lo g·in• "pinion " oil :!11· illtjtlll'l:tlll ;;uh.i<!.-1. of l'lll'l'it·.ula 
:111d 1.11 ., g·l'lll'l':ll .,dill:;tli<tll:d p<tli•·y ilo:~l I :1111 ;on:-;ion;; lose(, t.he 
lloard t'<tlls(ilult~ d :d. :111 Parly d:llt ·. I no11· lnrn lo 1'111! snhjed. of 
th" n·o·is lral.ion or 'l't>:~t·loer;; . I l':tn "~"'111'1! llonollt ·ahk .Members 
tl~:ll it~i s IIIII lht! inlt·nliun or llol'(• l'nllll'lll Ill l'orhid th e t:Oiltllll!ed 
t!lllplo,vnll!!ll in so·lwols 111' IIH JS <' :tll't!:tdy •·tl!p!.ty<'d :Is 'l't•:H·l~t•r~ who 
""" 11·ithottl. c·nrl.ifi<::tlt!s. '1'1'""'' ol' """ 11' 1'" it:tl't' sl11di"d !lll•

1
Uold 

( ~ oasl. lt•gi ;; l:llion ll'ill ktww lh:~t !lt .. 'l'l' il. is proposl'd lo inlrodl!t'l~ a 
sy:·d t•IJJ of · · provisiontd rng-i:·d rat ion " fnr lllt ' ll :tln•:ul.v Pllg·:q . .!,·

1
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ll11• 'l't!:ll ' hi11g· prorl's~ ion. II i;; I lloink :1 ·'""'"' >'!'ill•nll~ whi .. lt will 
a,·.,id any in_j11sli•·••. :~nd it i;; lll_l' illlc·nlion lo inYill' ihl' llnard, if 
:c11d ll ' ilt'll I h:ll. llo:ord is t·on .;; l it llit•d, lo l'<tn s id,•r il.. 

'l'l11· llononr:ddt! ll1e J\lc•ittltt•l' l'ot · th, · l'tdoll\' lli1·i~ ion made iL fe w 
t:rilit:isnts in :1 l'l!t:<~ llL L.,:~ding :\rtil'l!!. li e 'sug-g-<"l.ed (. h:~t. tit:ilouls 
t:ould he dosed undl'r I he Urd i n:tllt 't' llll·!l'('!,l' on I he l'l'Jli'L' :it'lltal ion 
ol' lit" Diredor of Ednt:alion. 'l'ltal is nol. the t·:J~e. 'l'!te Hireetor 
or Ednt·:tlioll llll! St. "" ~upporlt>d ".,· :1 lll:t.ioril.,\' or illl• llo:~rd 'wh en 
"" tnakes sut ·lt a l'l 'l:lllllnll!lll!:il ioll. I """ assun• l1illl t.h:d il is 110 
pal'l. ol' lht• Uovl!rllllll'lll poli•·.1· lo d, ~,; in• to ;;uppn·s~ '' privat" 
Sl'.lll>ol.;;" wl1idl an• t•llit·i<!ili ly l'tHIIIut·l.,d. Far rr.11111 il.. I poiuled 
nul. 111 Collllllillt!<' on \\'.,dt~t• ;; d:o y llo:tl th,• l'""l'""''d 'l'roinw.y 
lu,;l. i t.ut.iolls 11'<'1'" i ttlt·udc·d lo prol'ide l':t~·ililit•s ror jll'lljlt'ielors and 
lll:t.llagers ll ' lll!i . ht ~ r or ,1/ission (If' of l'riro/c• ~··hool,; lo lraill !h e ir 
ll!:tdu>rs . 'l ' hu_v an; in rad. a 1'1'1'.\' itllporlaut. pad of lht• proposed 
poli~:y. 'l ' ht• llonour:dd" ?llt•lllil(•r dn·11· :dlt•ulioll lo iht· 
itlljlllrl:llll'e or i\gTi~:nlinral lraittill~ in Ollr rural Sl'ilOO[S, 1 
1'111 in·l,v :tg'l'<'<~ 11· il h loi111 :111d t':tll " ' "tn• hi111 I hal litis itll]IOrl:lll i 
,;uhjPI'i has already '""'II 1'.111• suh.i<•t·l of d ist·nssion by the ])ih>dur 
"r . \gri~:tdli!n• aud lll_,·s,•lr . . \1 .1' ollt! n·gT..t al. II"' !JO>'i ponPm f•nt of 
!hi,; l"_g·islaliou i~ iltaL ".· "~hall lo:i!' lil_"."~ n·i•·t·;;, .""!he Hn:'l·d, ~f 
II"' D•n•~:lor ol Agnt ·ultun• "'"" " ;;:ll ltug lor l•t~lg· land on 'Apnl 
:!:lnl, :tlld I had hopt•d to h:~1·e had hi;; ;;en·i""~ l'or !.en or fm~rl el!ll 
da ys before he we nt ltollll'. 'l'hc·n· is olll> point on whiel1 I tli~agree 
Willi Ill!! llonollrald,. the :\l••nliH·r for !he Colonv l)ivi~ion and that 
i..; i.lw n e~:ess ily ·of I hP CollllllPI'l'i:d Mf'tllh<; r ·for Lagos h e ing a 
lllt'lnher or lhn lloard. I a111 doi!hlful whet.he r' anv Comm'ercial 
M .. u,ht•r l'(lllld fi nd tin11• r"r il11· lt•ng·lhy dist·u;;;;inn·, whi,·h : mnst 
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t.ak1• plal'e. l'n"·isioll has h1!1'll m:nlc l'ur c:draordillary m embers, 
with a ,·iew to g-etting expert :1!h·i 1:e on iechlli1·al sul~jcd.s. The 
lack u[ ch·rb, well trait1Pd in hookk eeping-, is :1 111atler whi c h was 
brought. up in Co111111ittP(' b.1· t.he Honourable th e Shippillg- :Mem
ber. 1\'hl' ll tlwt. sul>j PI't t:ll11H's up for dis1·ussioll, :ts it assuredly 
will. il will he poss ihh• lo appoilll. :1~ :111 l•:xtr:wnlin:1ry .MI·mhc r· 
t.lw Coll1~1l'• rl'ial .\ll'll1h(•J: l'or l.:q . .:·os or SOllll' olht•r wprcsc lll.alin· or 
onr hig- l'<llllllH: rl'i:d intt•resb 11·ho will g-jq> us (.liP benefit of his 
:1 lh·i I'(' . 

. \s n•g·:ml-: S1·hool Co1li1Hill!'ns, il. is. I think. dilli .. ull. to lay do11·n 
:llll' nd1• as 1" I hi! llllll1h1•r "f nH'1nlH•rs. llono111'ald1• ~l .. mhPrs o·:1n 
rP~I :IS>:Hn·d 1 h:ll I ht• prill<'ip:ll ol•.il·t ·l "f IIH•s.• •·o llllllil .lccs will h1· 
I" old:~ill i.IH• ,. i,•w s of llli>S<' Pllgag-1'd in ndu• ·:ll ion:ll work hoi h 
l•:ur!1p1':111 and .\ fri .. atl, 11·lw in solllf' t·:tsl's lll:t .1· han! no repn•st•n(.a
(.ioll 011 Ill!~ lloanl. It-. is illtPnd r. tl (.hat·. t.hcse t'Ollllllit(.I'I!S should 
pl:1.1· :1n imporl:1nl p:1r!. ill I liP ,[,.,·,.lopnH•n(. of our futlll'!' pnli1 :,Y. 

II will. I thillk, IH• Ullforl.llll:lil' if: lilt' prog'I'PSS of this g-n•:ll 
t'OIIllin·. with it s l':tsl possihilili1•s. is h,•Jd l~:11·k ht•t·:1ll st' itlsnll i.: iPlll 
tdtPnli .on i ~ ; g· in•n In ihP lr;lining· nl' lh~· ri ~ ing: g·l'lll'l':llinn. I (';Ill 

:lss nrl' llon• lnr:d•li ~l .. ndH· rs lh:ll I 11 ... t :o,·,•rnlnt·nl "r I hi s t'!llllil.ry 
dt• s Jn•s I" "hi:~Jn ~~ d•·:~l>ng· 11·ill• ll11s 1111p11rl:1lll s ni>Jn•·l IIH· wholt•
IH•:ll ·i,·d 1'11 -II('<'I ':Jl ion 11111 !1lll .1· of lllf• .\1 iss i"n s . who h:11·•• t•sl:~ldisiH•d 
o1·1'r !Ill' ',', " I" l h<' sl' h"ols ill this •·oullln·. lnd als" of lhn Pdtlt' r1krl 
J1H'n nf Ibis I'Olllllry 11·ho t:1k•• :111 al'li~· p p:11'1 or :m• illl !' reslt•ll in 
edul':d wn. 

\ ·1·r.1· s iH1il:1r l1·g·isl:d ion on I IH • ( ; "jil ( '!1;1 ,:1 h:1 s l'l 'l't'11't'd lht• 
Pnth11 s i:1~ti• · support nol !1111~· ol' lh1· :\li ss i!lll S lnll :~l so of lh1• lt •:~d iug 
:\ fril':1ll s . :111d I :1111 ,.;1 ill hopdul I h:d i'i ig·•·ri:> 11· ill n"l l:1g- IH·hind 
lilt• t:old Co:1 sl :1lld lh:ll lfollour:ddt• ,\[,.1nh1•r.-: of I his ('ou1H'il 11· il1. 
i11 l11·o 1nont·hs litllP, g-in1 full support to tl1 r. J.pg·islntio11 11·hi•·h 
hns hL'I'11 proposl'd . .In t'llJH:Iu s ion I tr11~t· thnt. if during· th\' t't lllli11g· 
fin:nll'i:d \'<':11' lht• ?llt•rnlJL'l's of thi s ('!111111'il nn• i111·ilt•d to Yoh• 
S]H '• · i:1l ''~fH'1Hli1111'1' lo t•nahl,. lhl' (:ol'l'1'1111ll'11t to t'oll t11l <'llf'P. 
lnrilding· Tr : 1i11i11 .~· lnslilution s or for olht•r pnrpos.•s I'Oll1ll't'tt•tl wilh 
t'd1ll':11inn in tlh•· SoniiH•r11 l'rnl· irll 'l's. IIH· (; .. ,.,.l'lll1ll'lll •·:111 n·l .l' 
on lh .. ir nnqn: \' ilit·d snppnrl. 

TIH· ll t. l111 11 t1:. 1dt• lh1· ('nnl1ll<'1'f'i:JI .\lt•nll>t•r for (':11:111:11': -
:\1:1_1' I h1· : fH'l'lllilll •d I" nwkt • o11t' pr:H·ti .. :d s ug·g·,.s tion!' 

H th• · l'n..ts llinl h:11'P '" '" ll pnl J,pfon• ~~ ~ lo-d:J1· h:1d hccn hdnrP 
11 >' on I Ill · s.•J ·oiHI n•:uling· I ht•n· tnig·hl. h:11·,. lll 'l,'ll :1 diiYe n•nl Yi uw 
l:d;l'll of I his 1\ill . 1 ln1· inq >n rl:llll rn:dkr is ih:JI 11'1' s h:dl losl' 
lin· "''n· i····- of IIH· llin•f'tllr or .\gTli'Uitnrl' . Is llll" e :1n .vl.hing· lo 
pn ·,·•·111 lht• ll in••·lo r· of l•: dllf ·:Jiion ··i n·1d:1ri s ing· tht• •nl.,•n• ,: ts h1• 
h:1 ,: in rn in.l :1lltl :1.-:king· lh t'll1 if lilt·\· 11· ill fnrn1 :1 ('ntll11lill1'1' to 
cons idt•r lhi ,: 1\ill h..t'o1 ·• · il '"'IIIli'S nj1 fnt· ,:t •r:o rHl n•:uling· in two 
m onth s tinll• :1nd In g·i"" this ( '11\tnt·il l ht • ht•nl'fit of tlu•ir d .. lilwr;J-
1 :on,: hy 11·a.1· nf :r n•pnrl or 'otiu·rwi sP? 

ThP Honnn1 ·:1hl1• lilt' llin·f'i or of l~llrl('nlion : -
1 tln not qnitt• follo11· til .. sng·g·t•st io11. 

Tht• llononr:1hit- th1 • ( 'o lll11H' l'! ' i:tl .\ll'nlf,,·r for (':1la1>:11' : -

?11y sng-gpstion: i,.: lh :d lhl'l'l' is nothing· to pn•\'1'111 lht· fnn11:ll ion of 
n {'on1111itlt·e . 11·i!h 11o JH>II 'I'r In lt·g·i sl:dt•, l11d h:11·ing· :dl lh ,. 1"'"·1·rs 
lo-d:1~ · of I h,. pwpnst•d llo:11'1l of l•:d 111 ·:d ion. 

Tht· ( 'o n11n iII t'l' 1·onld t·on><idt•r I ho• propn,.:;1l s rn:11lt· hy I ht ! 1\ iII 
and drn11· up :1 n :pol'l and 11·h••n , . , . , . nln:dl_~ · lht• J:n:~nl nl' J•;,J,lf·:JIJnll 
cn1llt's In l"· l'ornll•d I h1· ( 'ntllll1ill•·•· 1111 g· lll il s.• ll' •·nn .-:1 ilul,· I Ill· I loa rd . 
rt 11·nn ld ,: intpl y ' t.,. :Jlllnlll:Jii,· and " ·nllld olll·i:ll,• dt·l:~y :tn I II"· 
1;,.11..fil nl' lh• · s.· n · i, .,., nl' lh t• llir,.,.lnr .. r .\gTi•·nllnrt• •·n nld l11· h:HI 
h(•fon· ht• g·•w:-; hnnH ' . 

Tht• llnnolll'ahf,. lllf• ]lin•t·lor of li;,Jn,· :dion : -

Tht• llo11nllr:d>l1• .\I 1'111 ht•r is i 11 t•fl' t•t·l s ng-g-Ps l ing· llr:d·. a. Jll'OI' J

I'ionnl Honrd s lwn.ld h ., Pslnhli><hPd 11011' in onl nr to snvp :1 loss of 
linw P I think l'hnl it is :1 proposnl lhnt. might·. lw t:o 11 s i11Pn·tl ns 
re;1sihle. "r I' 11· ill t'tlllsitlt•r it. 

Tlw Hmwnr:1hlt " llw s,., .. r .. l:1r.l·. So11th,•n1 l'roYint · f' ~ : -

Your Ex•·,.!lt•1H' V. lht· Tln11onrnhJ, . th1· Comn11··rr.i:1l Mt•mlwr for 
· Lngos hns PXpn•ss..•d di s,.:; disf:H~ t . io11 11·ith lilt' 11111nhnr of w:d1•1· poliPe 
pnhol1i11g-IIH1 Lag-oon. This is :1 11r:liler I hat. hns llP P.n misPd lu•forP., 
and J thin!; til•· ('lwmllt'r of f'm1111H'l'l 't ' knows lhnt. :1n1· f:11·l s tht·Y 
hri11g- to lht•11otit'l' nf (;OI'I'J'n11)(•nl will l'! 'l'l'il·f' t•al'IH•>:I ,.,;11 s id•·r:liio1;. 
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'l'his quesliull 11·ns la:;t rai~t·d in l!duiH!I', and 11n jthat oc cas ion the 
ln~pector-lielll'l'al ut .l'ulice eall< ·t! for" n·purt rrom the CullllU~S
~illllel' uf l ' uli~:e. . \ l'l'j>url II .to Jlt.tde nut! 1L descl·,Led1 the nctl\'ltles 
ur til e Jlarhour l'.tlrul g'l'lll'J'.dly . .li turthel' staled thnt ouly two 
.. ases of th l' fl had lll!l!ll reported to tl1e J'u.lict• i1 i the J•revious six 
Jllulllhs a11d that. in one case the <·ulprits li<1d :IH'ell lmtught lo 
ju stice . The report ll'tmt. on lu dt•scrilll! the illad l't/uate llll'alls tnken 
'l :y sonw s hipping· Jinn s fur the Jll·ull'dioH of th,·ir good,;. l:l-outls 
11:n 1• ldt ly i ug· "'""'' 111 I ig·ldn."' JJtl'n·l.l· <'11\'l ' l'l· :) 11·i tl1 l:t rp;!ulius 
~ ··•·u n·d t..\' !.;11·,; ltl'l d i 11 pLIIT I'.\' urd ina r.1· 1\'t>t>d<'ll ,, · ,·d~;v s . :Mr. 
llulll':tll n·ad that n·p11rl :tJJd <·atttv '" Jhto t'llllt:iu s J1uJJ tltal tl11·re wns 
1111 t·a" ' at !Itt' tiJttt• 1'11r :tllg'llll ' JIIiJJg· tltl' llllllli>t•J! ill' 1\:tlt-r poiJt:e. 
II,• lli>ll'<·l·<·r t·all,·d 1'11r allullit·r n·put·l iu .-; ix lltt illtlt ' ,; li111t! . 1.Lr. 
.illllll';tlt n·lur11s fr11llt j, ... ,.,. 11v x l lit<~llllt <tttti a n·J>url is dut• auuut 
!Itt · ~ :IIIII! litill' allil It<· ll·illt·llll ,; idvr llw lil<tllvl· :tgd llt . • \lr. lllllll":lll• 
h., ., l~;ttl 1·r·1·1· gn·"l t' .\ f'l'l'i<·tlt' <' , Itt• ''""* l ru!\1 .\Ltl ta '" this 
Colon\·, pn·1.'iou s ly l. v l..ttl lfl•t··u :.1 ll<•Jti;IJ'al':t , jlll ll 1 thiuk t.h;tt 
1! will I"· adJnitt,·d th;tl !I!' is,. , . ~_, . 11·,.11 <1ualiht•d tu jd e:tl 11·i lit lltatlers 
ol. thi s l;ind . l11 tl11· lttv:tlllinll', ho11·,.,.,.,., 1 ,lig·gf ·"' l. that the slup
f'lllg· lin11,;, \\ ' Ito'<' ·11ultt'l' Ita,; ht •t•li ,.,Jif,·d lu tilt• i11t;tlh-r, \\'t>tdtl be 
wi"' t·o tak" ~lep~ to prutec! lht·ir jll'<Hhll·t•, s11c:h ;t,; l'U\'<!l'ing it, 
Hoi <1111.\' with larpauli11:;, hut jll'<~\ · idi11g Jlroper docking- !tar:; anJ 
padl11< ·liS fm· t 11,. ltai<·l11·s of IIH·ir ii).thl< ·rs a11d 11!1t men·ly Wooden 
\ll•d,·,· s . I ·11<'<'<1 hanll1· ,;;11· "'"' llt;tl it ,; liillllt! j,,. ;the d11 i 1· of <!n·· ·y 
jll'l'.,::,l alld iil'lll l'lllll'l:l'Jlt•il '" ·n·t ·"rt t' \'1'1'.1' '"' "''' "f rold l;'l'.\. (o th~~ 
l'ulin·. 'l'h ,• poli, .,. '''"'not do l:iill'l t il' tl" '·'· <tl'l' ' .ll'ft· in iltL: dark. 
'\\ ' l~;d t '"' pol it'l! p;d rul \\';IS tloi 11 ,!.;' li]l J.' jy,. c .. ,n·ip Cret•k [ do not 
q11il<· knil\\·, l11tt I lltigld '"~ ' l'ur 1 !J,. i·nJonnatiun. nf iht• H"n"m·abl e 
\lvntlwt· I h,tt t lwn• i,; l ltll a 1"""''' in (.h;d llt·i g- ltl JIIllrhno<l ih;1t has 
nul f,. ., ." llltrg·l,•d at .' lllllt' tillll' or :tJJntl~t·r rron1 tli <• \\' .,(,·J·, i(], .. j .. s 
" Jll;i((< ·r 111' 1':11'( (ftl'l'l' 1\'<'l'l' filii!' flltl'g·f;tJ'Il' S (f,",•rt : Ia ,;( \\'l't'k, SO 
:l(·t·h:tp .-; it i,; a g·t>t>tl lltill g' r .. r ,, ,. . f'lllit•t• ·tu , ,, .. \\ ... ihv flag· .. up 
t l~e·n· '"''"'·I i lilt' ' · ' l' lt l' ·11 11111111 r :~ 1.1,. illi' .\lt ' lltl>t•r l'<~r I ht· ( 'olo11 ,. 
Jli , •;., i<~11 ,., ... 11ld likt· tlw111 iu p:tlt · .. l " g·ood dt·:tl t'11rlltvr . ,. ,.,." '"'far 

" " 1111 ll:ttl:t g ri ('rt•,•l; II' !It· · ll""""r:tldt • lltt· l'"'".lll<'l't'i :, l ·~l c• illlll'l' 
f.,, . 1.:~: ~· " ,; It:>.! 1,..,.11 rli , Ji•·:tlill ~ :: "I' (j,. 1\:.,j., ~.,-i (',.,.,.~; ill :- lt•:lil ol' :tl. 
l·' i,·,. (',1\\· ri• · t',.,.,.t;·"'"' lt:HI IIH·I lltt· p:tlr<~l ll~t•rt• I"'" •·ouvinn~d I'"" !J ., ,,·mild '""." '""1 :1 !.!'""d t!.·al m .. n· to ""·· tr roltheri-es 
"~'" l'<'Jlorl<·d ,.,·,•rylltitl.~~· 11· ill j", tlnJii' to lr;ll 'l' illl' ,.;Jlpri1·,; and I am 
.'Ill'(: :\11'. ll11n<·a11. 11·1t, •11 h1· g·Pts l~:tt·k h(•n•, 11·ill L1k e lltlli<·<' of \\'hat 
th,• Honn11ral•h: \IPntlt<'l' l1a.-; . .;aid a11d l~t· will 1'011sid!'r it· in con 
IIPdioll ll'ilh iht· 1'11riltt'l' rPport 11 hid1 l11: has ,.,Jl]e<l for . 

The Jrn11. thl' llin:~·tor ol' ~\lantl<' : 

A d rpg·anls il11• <·oal tmllspuri· ' l'"':dioll, ·1 !~;!\·,,!it t ], . Jo .. dd to 
wl1at I sai<l yestnday i11 Co111111ittee. 'J'lw only argu111ellt the 
.llt~uoHraiJ!" -~~<~ titlll'l' lor :-;1Jippi11g <',111 .addJJt·" i~ lo lrv a11d •·ast 
doLLbt 11 poll 111~' fig·11 n· . .;. 'l ' liid. I lil ' llill a i 11 i ~ 1'111 i 1<·. I ;I Ill StJIT.f 
tlt e ll.t~llouraldt ! :\l''"''"'r '''"""'( at•Pl'• ·•·t:llt · '"'"" !Itt· n· .-<ult is 
w'IH·ll JH·arly dlllllll,• t !"· <·arg·o is ,.,llTie-1 1111 pr;ll·l i< · :di.~· iltP same 
"·"rki11g· i · o.-;1~. 'l'his ;, ll~t• <· x pL""'I;"II i11 iltis •·a.;<· "r \rliy mu· 
l':Jft•S fl:ll't• 1'111111' di!\1' 11 f'r11111 !J ,; . :111. f:J,;( \'t';ll· l11 li . .; . !hi. !It j,;. \'l';ll '. 
'Fit(! pl'inc·ip:ll ~!tipping· ( 1 ot11p:rllit· .~ 1111 t(ti...; c·o:r-..1 :tl'l' in :t rir,tg· a:-; 
l'i Wt:ll l;~t ' >\1' 11, :tlld llt1 · u1111· n ·;d l'll liiiH'Iiii"" IIH·\· l>:tl'<' o'\ 'l'l' '""I 
],.,, l11·"n fr0111 il11! IJIII'<'I'II;,".III in 11>:., ~'""] tr;~n·,iHlrl. ILH] the 
( ~- n,·<·r·ttlttc·r t I 11' ,j !~·,'I l lr c • i ,. '' ,,. 11 c.,' II i, ·r·~ i 11 1 Itt'· I i , ..... t i 11..; t: rtt c.,· I 
t.n•Jnl>lt: l11 tlii"k ,;.lt:tl ln ·ig·lih ,,.,. s ltollid 1,.11·,. had lu 1'".1' oil o11r 
t:11al !'or 'iw l:"'t .-«·\·,.,, _l'<':ti'S. II """'' j,,. n·tll <'lltlH•f'<•d :tl . .;o tl,.lf· 
tioVt ' I'OIIIt~Hl i:-; 11111\' c :ttT\'iJIII' il . ..; II\\ ' II c·o:tl it 'i . ..; nol ,,J,· inu· for· 
opc•n ltirt~ Ill !lri . ..; , : ,. ~ ! ,.,.l.:tll~ I tll:tilll:till i~ lt:t ~ :t l'ig·ld 't" ~:11'1'\ 
SJII'h l'll:J!. I ''"I"' llolllllil':tldt • \lt•Jtilwr,; 11·ill ,:,.lll<'tllloo·J · !Ita! 11;,~ 
I'll,;( . lll' I'OH] all'Pl'i.-< tl11 • t'llS( "f ,.]l'..tri<· lig·IJi, ;t(uliJ(. \1·hid1 ijliPstions 
have been askt.•d, ant! il' tla~ prj,.,. "r •·oal •·:111 l11• lmHJ"·ht rlown 
I lw Jlrict: of elt•t·lrit· I ig·lit lll:t .l' ;~l .-<o 110 donht l1<' lll·ou;::lll·. down: 
'l'ht: S:lllll' ;q•p!i.-,; lo all 11llll'l' lill\·,·nllll<'lll .l),•p;tr( lllt':'lll ,; usi11g 
t:onl, :1-; !Ids itl·<'ll prvl''ll'"'"·'· i11 -; i:1111 .. .; in il~t· , . .,,,,. "r t !J ,. H:11!11·a\'. 

'l'lt B lloJI:lllr;;l,f, .. \J,·ntlll·r .'aid Jl:nt i11 ~ i""d of , .,,. Ill" " I'P11· 
p:tllry ilwllSHJ!d,: ••II .'·"al <·oJJi r;~t·ls J'i•·· \lnriiii· llt·p:trl Jilt·~( 111ig·ht 
d, · ,·ol e more of l'ht<tr Pll<'l'g"iPs !11 iutproving- till' ;IIIIL' llilies for 
~~~lflJIIllg lit Lag·os .llar!",lll', inl't!rring· t],n(' . .;;Jt·i,;l';ll·lor.l· progres,:; 
111 1h e developmPnt "r till! hnrlHlllr hnd ttot !.ePll :tlfedl·ll. 

'.L'he llollOlll'.>hll' ~\l•·ndtt• r \\":Js uol lll'l'e il' l' .\'<':Jl'S ng·o, in l9lfi. 
n-lll~ ll the mnil l1oats nnd otlll•r Ltrg·e Yt>s.-;e]s still h;H] to tlisl'harg-e 
111io lll':Jli• :h boa(,; nt ]o'on·ados. Till· l>nr !tad pn·1· iousl~' he,·n 
oJil'lll; <] hut hnd <·li!st·d up ng·nin. llo\\' Ph'r, i11 l!Jlli, it "'"' 

· op<~ned with ;I ilrnug·'ld. of IU fed (i in<·li es. : 11: wns rnisetl to 
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20 fct•l thf' fnlln\l·ing· ypar·. In :!1 ih<' lll' :d ~'f':lr, ntHl ihc n 
reduced :rg:n n In ~I) feel; il n·m:rincd ;rl. I Iri s t.ill I!J:!2 wlr r n 
.it. \l':l S r:rised In :21 i'el't. ;rgain; since illl'n it. has !.eon Ri.e:Hlil:v 
in c re:rs~· tl :rt tlr.- r: dP nf :r fn<>l :r ,· par In :2 ·1 l't•l'l no" ·· '"'" rl. 
i ~ ho p<'!! In l'!':ll'lr ;:,-! 1'1'1'1 IH,fn rl' l ir e ;.nd of llri,- yea r. 

l :.;rrln11il t lr :r! ilr;s n·• ·nrd is" ,· .. n · l'l'<'liil:rldt· lllll', :rnd lh:rl jJ,, . 
Uunn lrr:rlr]P "l<'rnlu·r· ., ini'PI'<'IH' l' i,-. r;"l· .i11 ~ i ifiPd. I dn n "t' t:rk.• 
]Wr,nn:d t·; ·l'tl il i'nr lilr irHprt~\' t ' llll'n: n l ll~t· l:r ,- 1 I' P\1' .'."""" ·ill!'\ 
a n > ihP ,.,., ull< Ill' li• ,• >p:ldt• \l'tll k dol ><' l" ''' ' · in u<l .' · \\·lr it·lr l~:l\· · · 
I'OnH' i ill i' r uit rn n dr• J in;2,· "' ·'· r <'g·i n"' :rs llir .. •·lor. !lui I .J ., 
nr:r in t!:r iu rlr:d ill!· ~l:.riuP IJt•p:rrlrrll'lrl lr:rs dnr11• ""''·'· g·nn d \\·nr:.
for ,ljipprn:~·. p:rrlit·rri:~rly d11ri11g Ill! · .\·Pars nl' I Ill• \\' ;rr \\' ll! 'll lr:rll 
IIH• 1·1nrnll!' ;rn olli1'!'r' \\ 't'l'<' '"''"." "" .rt'll \'1' Sl·n·il'l'. ll11r i ll ;.~· llr" ''' &. 

I . . 
,\'P:ll'" l I \\ ':l' l'orllln:llt• l'llllll;.!' lr In :11• :.\\·;rr· l111l ilrt• ~l:~r1n1' llPp:trl-
tllt'lli ; \\":1:-' '1111 fo YPr \ · :-'f' Yf ' rl' sfl':Jif s In f':IIT\ " Oil :lllcl fiJP S f' ollit·t•J' .~ 
\\·ho ~~ :, _, . ,,,f h Pn~ dt·s···n 1• f l~t• !Ji ~!-l~t ·..: l •·r•• tl i1 . . 

I . 
T hd "f'PIIing· nl' litt· l' nrl !'or 111g·irl \l'nrk llr :tl illf• llonrttlr:~h!,. 

:MPmll!'l' l'nr :-;!ripping· 1.-< prr'"'"'g· l'nr i, :1 I hi11g· llr:r l is hn11nd 
to r·nril! ' i11 till! ' <· orrrSt·, 1>11 1 it •·;r rrrr•>i I"' rn ,- l l!'d . 'I'll! ' llnlln11r;rltl,• 
~I t 'll ll lt' l ' , 1 j I !Jcl\lg·J, Itt ' lt:l :-' lt:ttl ~ ~~ lll:tny ,\ ' t•:tr ·: t':\ Jlf'l'lf'llf ' t ' in :1 
~!rippin g· ollit'l'. i,- nol ""'ilor. IJ, . '"""'." lilllt• or nollring- :rhoul 
l lrP d il lic:r l.'it'' :01111 dt!ll !! ' f'l' ~ ol' 1 111 ~ t•IJI I':ll ll 'l'. I :1111 :1 s:rilor 1111 •: 
l do ltllfl\\' , :111tl I s ll o 11l ~ i lild · lo 1111 \'t ' ll11• npi11ions of' IIH, M:rsln r.
of llrt • " """ ''[" (}r;d •·nn11· ll•·rp " · llo :ol "" l;r1o ll· . h<•l'on • l l'olll tl 
l'l't 'Oill lll<'lHI :tll,\' dt• li ni( !' s• ·l1f•nl!' lo l io\'l'llllttt •n l !'or ln·ing·i11 g· 
~ lrip,- in :111tl on I. :Ji·. nig·ld . 'l'IH·n· is :llwllr e r po inl. ~\ few ~· p;o.r~ 
:rg·11 ill!'l'l' 1\';r' :r 11 ! 1 11'1'11:1 I ion11 l ( '.,nl• •n•nt'f' ;Ji \\·II itdl :1 II llr P 
lt·:odin,g· lr:ll ·hotll' t' ~ l"'r!,; in t llf• \\·orl.d \\·•·n· Jll'f'S<'nt.. ' l' ll:rl 
r·onl't•l 't•n• ·•· :11h· iSt ·d 1l r:11 tl11 ·n• ,-hn1 tld t~ln· :11· s '"' llrn···· f,., .J nn d t·r 
:r , !rip ' ~ l>nllon1 in lt:trh ll 'll ' . \ o\1· " · lr:11.. ts ihP I''"" on l 11< ' 1'1' 
T l~t• lli , lor,l· of sltipp111~ on l lri ,- ' '" '"'' n· ill s lro \1· l!t:d il 11· " ''"'' 'j ~ 
f'lllPring· :J 1(' ri\·,·r .... ..- ! fiJ i:-' t·otJ ll l r .\ ;-; n,·IJ :t' F tliT :•<ln~ . l t r ;l ~~ . 
Al;;r s,:r. 11onn.'· :ond () pqho it:o Yt• :~1\\ · :o\ · s " ""11 111 li t~• lt:1 hi l "' 
t·.rn ."'"'l lq..!· ,, · illt :1 !'t' \\' i tH'hl' ."' nnl.\" ft, s p:lll' :tllll l'li'''Pill ;~· n\·c·t· .. \1~ 
t'l'Pdil i, dtlt' lo llrr• ,- l;ill'tt l :0111 1 .! "ri ng- ~~~ ilor ,- n·l to lt: ll'<' dtttt f• :rnd 
:1n· ~~ill ,:.,ing· f l1i~. Fnllo\\· ing: 1111 :hi :... pl':lf'l j,"~" \\"t' !t:t\' t ' wo1 !.;c• d 
Ji l'l'l' \': jilt :1 lll: ll'~!·ill ,d' i tll' /!1' ."' t111iy, ;illd lh•tii!..~· Jt \ ' P ,...; ~ ! ·J ~ cltt 1111' 

hu1 11Jl o\'1'1.' ill• · lr:1r I J. ,·.v """. ''""" " I lhi ,- lr:1rl" 'l 'l' "·illr 1! 11• \'('1'.; 

~ rn :oJ l,. <l nr:1rg·in ol' dt•plll . \on· if llr ,• pori \\'1'1'1' li g· II IPd :rl Ollt' t' 
:11r d \'1 !."."1'],, :~llnn · ··d 111 t' ltll'l' nr It' ll''" .r l lll!.!·lr! ""''" llr,. llonnlll ':r i>IP 
lll1·r:tltt'l' llri1rl; l i11 • " '""' tlr:•11 J2'irl \\' ollld ·h,• pt•l'lllillrtiP N'nl for 
:r lll"""'"l . 'l'o ,·." ,, ,, !'t· "' ' l'•·l , . i I .,.ottl d •·Prl " i 11! , . l>: r ,.,. In l ~t• 
r!'dlll 't'd .ti>Hlri llln·1• lf •PI. I ,·"I' IL•·r••f., r• · ··.-lt: tl },·1·ndil \\'tll lld 1t 
hi' to ,!, '.' '' """ ' ln:Hl t·d dnn·n I" illf• ltt:; ~ i'll11111 drttug·ltl lo lr:l\·1· 1111• 
pori npt'll inr nig·ltl ,, ."rk:-' !"It•· \\ 'o111d lr:l\·t· I•· ,.,.,1il for d :rylig- lrl . 
in :111.\1 , .:,:-;t• . 

.\g·:t i ll lht •rP i,- llrr• lin:lllf ' i:rl s id t•. TlrPI'f' \\·ill l1P I'Oll , itl<•r:rhlP 
<::r pi l:tl. <t l lli 1'1'1'111'1'1 ' 11 1 ''~l"'"dil"'' ' •·lrittllt•tl in \\·orki11 g· :r 11i g·ltl 
~pn· i, ., : :tltd llt f' l'l' \1 n11ld IIIl i l11• 11t'lf'lr ohj pr·l 111 illf'lliTiPg· lit is 
1'~1"'" "' IIIII (·, ~ \\ ' ! ' 111 '1 " ·''111'1' " il~t tl rIll! " "'' \\ ' ill '" ' ltt:rd r· of il . 
A~·•·ordilll,!'i,l· I do ' ' " I llti 11k il t• ·r,. 11·nttld },,. :~11y :lfh·:tnl:tg·t • in 
OJl t' llin g· 1111' Jl•>l'l lor 11i ;..d tl 1\'fl l'k Jll .-< 1 y•·l . 

l11 :rddi!ion In 1111 • " l"' 11i11 g· ol' II :" ll:ll ·l,nl1r . s inr ·•· 1!1:,!:: l ltt· 
1Ht ny:q . .!,'t• ni' j It" t·n:l....; l ;;n d I Itt • ri,.,.,. t•rd l' : lllf 'l'~ !; ;1....; llt'('ll l:d\ t' ll n\'t'l' 

:t nd :t dt•qll :dt• l,· rH ;l ill 1:1iiH'tl. \\' lri t'l l i n•gT t•l In :-::ty il ll' 'Yf'l' \\':1.: 

pn'Yion:-:1.\· wh f' ll :o-:J H·!t \\·n rJ..: \\';t:-' , .,,nlr:wl c•f1 fn r. ' l'ltrc•p :lllifllll:tl ir 

lig·ltl· llttfl\' s lr:l\·,. '"'' '" !:tid 11ll' il11• llti ·,·r• priltr·ip:tl riYf'l' Plrlr:>n•·•· ·' 
\\· lrit •lr lt :t Y(' ln" 'lli 111t ·,J S1l f'f'I 'SSf111h· :1 11,j lr,l\'C }!('I'll of f'llll l'l111tl l." 
h Pi p I f) lll:tl'illt'l'". . 

The T.:rg-fls :nrd ~\1 ' " -""'1 l ig- lrl" h:~q• h"llr. IH'<'II nro1krni ~t·d, :riHI 
111:111 ,\' r·o:rsl :rl l~t •:tl'n ll s lt:rY t' '" '"" t'l'l'f'll'd :r s :1ids l11 n:rYig·:rliorr. 

Slii'\'PI'S or 1'!'- ." 111'\'('\ 'S nf' :rll riY t· r lr:rr~ lt:rYP IH·<~ n <':rrrird onl·. 
\\'ill'll e\·t: r :111 .v •. lr:111~· ~ · ~'' s 11spt•r·.lt ·ti f'lt:lll;!.'<' ha s ht 'PI I n•po rl1··d. No 
n !qlw,;l l'rnnr :-;llipllt:ts lf'r ·,- IJI' lite Sl1ipp i11g· Cm11p:11ri c~ h:r s no t". 
lJP<!11 g-iYPn pmn1pl :ri iP 11Iim1 i11 ! Iri s resped. 

l nri: .. r!tl. :rlsn 111!'nli11n lira(. in sprin d onr illl'l' <' :r ~ea ndivil i<!' 
0111' r e<' l11Tenl·. ('"\ }H' ndl : nre lr:r s h~·e n :r f' lu:rll.v r e dll <'f' ll ye:rr hy .H•:rr 
si11 l'e l!J:!l :rnd is nm· · [.," llr:lll in l},;rl y ear. 

Th,. lfnl\111ll':tl>lt• '\lr·n1l ll' r sl :r( e tl .'·" ·' lt•nlay l.lr:rl litis 'lh•p:trilllf !n;: 
<·o,;l I he 1'n 1111iry roug·lrl.'· ;r. llroll"llrd 'p111111d ~ a d:r .\'. li.P l.a kes nn 
:1' ' '''11111(, ,-,f " ·lt:rl it. (':t: 11 S :rpp:rrrnll:.-. Th e n·•·ulTt•nl·. <>~p ,. nrli111r" 
l:1 sl ,\'f':tr " '"' :tpprox i't !:tl·r ly £:n< i.l lli0 i• is ln11·. hnl llr .- ]!., .• ,.""" " 
l>m11g·lrl "' :rr·•·rllml 111"1"r Marinr. ll l':r ds " ·:r s f:)tJI~,OOO, ~~~ tl~:rl: 
1111' ])q>:rr1111 \'111 onl .'· :ll ·l.u:r U,,· c.:ost. ~onre .£00,0(10 for t. h <.• yc<r r. 
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flllll then 

reduced ag·a1n In ~I) fl·!el; it n•n•:•incd :d. this till l!J<'2 wiH•n 
.it. ,,·as raisPd In ~~ fel'l :•g:J.in; sinct! tlll'n it has lol'ell ~t .P.adil~
in erense cl al· th.- r:ilt • of a l'ool a \'f':ll' to ~ - 1 i'l'l'l non-. :md Jl. 
is hop<'tl to 1'1':11·h :_!;) r .... t ht!l'nn· lilt';.,](, of !his _\'l':ll' . 

I. sH!nnit th;Ji th;s n·l'ord is a ,.,,n· ncti it:Jl.!,. on•·. and thai 1!11• 
Il.unn/Jr:Jhl<' }lt•Jnhf'r ·., inl'l'rt'llt'(' is. •:ol .in~iifi P tl. [ tlo not' t:d;.• 
]Wrsnn:d t·: ·t'clil i'o r th e illtj>l'll\' l'llll'lli 11 ! IIH· l:~ s l l't'll' .\·t·ars . IIH·\ 
an• IJH' •·•· s Jdl-< nl' li•,• s p:Hit• \l'<llk dnld' prt·l· i"ll"l ." n-hit · lo lo:o\', ' 
cnllll' i In ;·lllil lnll di' l in~· Ill_\. n•g·JIIH' as llin'f'lnr. lin I I do: 
III:Jill ta ill th:il lht· ~l:,rin<' llt•parltnt•IJI '"" dnlll' \'l'l'.l' g·ond \\·or:, 
for sliipptn:~· . jl:lrli•·11i :11'1.1· dnr i 11 g· lhl' _,·,· :II'S nl' IIH• 11·:11· \1-IH•n lo:1ll 
lilt• 1) 111'"1"'"" ollit·t•r:< ll '<'l't' a11·ay 1111 ,~t·lil't' st·n· i,., .. lhtri11 ;_:· thns.• 1. 
~-p :Jr> i I \\':1' lnr i iiii :J if• l' lln11 g- h !11 : ... ;,11·:11· lntl I ht• ~larint• llPp:1l'l-
nJl'1li : \\' :1:' 'llli lo \ 't\1'\ ' :' f'\ ' ('l'f' :-;I I ';Jil:-; In r· : Jl'l" \' 011 :Jllcl IIHl :-; (' nlli!Tt'~ 
11·hn ,~ .. , -, .. f ht•rc d•· ."<,'l'l<' 1111· lli ~!- 111 · -< 1 •·rt·dil.· 

i . 
Th d "l"'flill:~· nl' Ii i>' l'nr t f,r 11ig·hl \rnrl; lh:d I!H• llnt\ OIII':I hl, . 

1\II'JIIIH•r !'o r :-;hipping· ' ' prt•sst llg· 1'11r is :1 ll1itt; . .r l!t:JI is IH>IIIHI 
1-n •·nli~t• in diH' 1'111\l'SI ', 1111 1 it •·:111 11111 I"' l'll s li ,·Jl. 'l'h•• llnll n llr:.ld•· 
~lc•JJ!llt'l' , 111 h1111:,J:It l11• l1:1 :--: !J:lcl ~ ~~ IH:IllY ,\ ' 1':11' ~: P :'\ )l('f'H'Il! ' t' Ill :1 

shippit1 g· t~llif'l', is 11111 a :<ailnr. lit• "'"'"·s liiiiJ• or nothing· :.l>nlll 
(IJ,. dill it· •. tl'it•s atH! dall p.'<'l ':' nl' 1 1,1 ~ •·till':lnt·<• . I :1111 :1 s:~ il or iln•! 
1 do lt llo\1· , :llld I sho1dd Iii-.·(, iJ.,,., . lh<' npini11ns ol' lilt! M:~stnr .' 
of I hi• \'1'-<St •ls I h:d 1' <> 111!' 111 '1'<' 11·i11> :dso l;11o11·. h!'l'orC' 1 l'fll tld 
n ·•·onll fl l' tlfl a11_1· d,·l illii<· , ,.J"'III\' '" I io Ye l 111111'11 1 l'"r hri11 :.ri11g· 
~hips in :11111 c)IJI. :)1. 11ig·ld. 'l'ht·n· is :~11nlh e r J>"inl. .\ fe11· y <' il.l' >' 
:tg·o I ]I!' I'!' 11· :1.-< :111 ! 1 1<'1'11:11 i1111 :<i ('""I 1'\'1'11!'1' :II 11 ·11 i. ·.li :<I I I h1• 
lt•:lflill,g· harhonr <' :\ llf'l'ls in tilt' 11·orld \\.,., .,. (li '<'S<'ll(.. 'l ' h:d 
l'll lll' t• J'<' III 't' :11 h ·is• ·d th: ll lh•·n· s hnnld al11·:11· s J,,. lhn··•• f, .,. l 11nd •·r 
:1 ship' s hnlloll l 111 !o:Jrl>nl!l'. \o11· 11·!t:ll. · IS lht• I':I S<' onl 111'1'1' 
'.1.'111' hi :< lor.\· o t' , !,ippl llg '"' l hi ." •·o:1 s l 11· ill s l11111· lh:li l! it' ,-,·s .-<t• i, 
t•n ll'ring· :1,,. r iY <'r., . , 1 thi s l'llfl ll l r.\ s 11t · l• :1 • l ' "r•·:~tlos . ] t r:~ ss . 
Al;a ,..;s:•. 11ollll\' :11111 ()p.,lll> lJ:I\'1 ' i!III·: J\·s ],,.,.,, 111 lilf• hal>il ol 
('.1'0 :-''-' lll ,t..!,' \\ ' illt ;t f,.,,. il!f'h'' :-' nlll .\· l11 ~ p:tll' :tlld !,: ,Plp i u ;!' n \ .1' 1'. , \!~ 
,.,. .. di l i, dll\' Ill lilf• s l; il1'1d :11111 d:~r i 11g· ' " ilors 11·! "' IJ:ll'<' d<>n <· :11111 
:11'1' :·d ill ,: 1i11~!' l lt i;-; . Fnllowin g· 1111 :hi:-. pr;H ·I i· ·~· \Yf ' !t:t\.t' \\·oll·d·d 
ltt•rf' \': i f lt :1 111:11 '~!- jH ,d' iflf''H ':' llllh · , :ill,j flt •JI/ !.:· IJ \ ' (' ,..;~~ ·~ ~ ci!l llfl' 
hlllliJllll.l' l' l h •· ],;,,. IJ.,._,. IIIII\·,, :~I ,.,.·JI thi s li:ll'lu,lfr \\· ilh IJ , ,. \'I 'J'.C 

S111 :tll,•sl lllarg·ill ol' dPplh. '\o11 ir lh ,• pnrl ,,.,., .,, lig·hil'd :1! nne ·•• 
:tnd \'1 ~:':-:f'ls :dlo \\'••d tn <' 1111'1' <>I' J, ... .,.,, .d 11\g·lt ! dn•• ;; II!,• lloilf >lll'ill >l,• 
~l<'l:IIH·r lhinl; l l11 · S: ll ll<' d> -:>il l"·l ti ll'oldd ·J,,. p•·•·•niiiPd? No l for 

:1 IIIII ll lf' lll. 'l'o (· II '"' !T S: l r,., \' i ( ' l'll lll d ('(' rl :> i nl \' h:l , .,, I() Ill' 
n·dnc·<•d .d>< nil llir•·c• t •·P I. I ;"'1, I Lnl'l' .. rt• ··.- lo: d J,· .. ndil n-onl d II' 
hi' to:!, ... ,.,, ,.] ln:11!.·d " '"''11 lo l itf' llo:: :-; i•lllllll dr:~ug· ld In hil\' 1' l ht• 
pori op<'ll lor nig·!Ji ,, .nl ·k ~ :--;111 · \\ 'oltld h:l\'1' 1>- ,.,.:1!1. for d:l_\· lig·h l. 
ln :1 n.'! ,. :1 :-\t' . 

,\g· :~ill lhn<' is lh•· fin:~llf·i:~l s i•k. '1'11<'1'1' 11· ill lw •·on , i<lt•r:.hl n 
1::1pii:.J. <J lld 1'>'1'1\ITI' III 1' \ jll'lldiilllf ' >•lli :t tl<•.J i11 1\'lll'killg· :1 11i g· hl 
~p n· i, .,: i/111 1 II H'I'f ' \\flll!d no i J,. 11 1111'11 ohj<·•·l in itlf ' IIITit>g· ll1 is 
"'l"'ll ' ' ' 1111!""' ,,.,. :11 ·, " ·"" nn·d tJ,al 11111 11 s• · " · ill J,. nl:lfl< · of il . 
A•·•·~~• · din: .. !'i .1· I d11 11<>1 ll1inl; ll1•'l'l' ~~ - ,,tid (,,. :111_\. :td\· ;~nla g· •· 111 
Ollt ' ll in g· I J,,. ]>o>r( l11r Hig·Jfi \\'1>1'1; Jl l.-< 1 _,· ,·1. 

ln :11ld i! i111l I" 1111· "1"'11 i 11g· ,f ll:1 s I I" rlu>nr. s ill<'f' I !I ~:: ll11· 
htl O\': tn't• ni' l ltf' c·n:t :·d : ill! I I l11• ri\ ·c ·r c·1d t ': Jnt·t· ~ h:t s IH'I'II l:d\t'1l n\"t'r 

;tlHf :t~!,•,:q · d t· l, · tH:tin 1 ;tin,·d. "'''j, .J, i I'~' ~.!TI'l l11 :-:a.\· il 1\I ' Y t·r w:1.: 

jli'I'Yion>l.\· \l' ill' ll s n• ·l1 ll' fll'k ''." ·" •·nnlr:wk<l for. 'l'hr<'<' :l 1tlon1:11 it 
lig·ld llltn\·,; h:1\'1' l><•••n l:~id oil' lhc• i!Jl'l'l' prilft·ip:d ril'<'l' l'llil':lllf 'l' .' 
ll'hi•·h h a YI' IH:rnl 111• ·>1 Sll< 'l'l'-'"l'llth· :l!id h,l\·n IH'>'Il of t•nonnnll s 
h (' lp j 0 lllill'i 111 '1'.". . 

Th e L:~g·n" :111d ,\I'" ·' ·"" lig·ht .-< h:~\'f• !"'( h ht·t·n llHHIPrni ~ , , d, a11d 
lll:lll,\" ('fl:tsl:tl IH 'i ii 'OII S 11:1\'<' IH't ' ll t'l'< 't·lfod " " :~ids In n:11·ig·nl io11. 

Sun·f.,·s or n ·-surY<'I., of :~II riYt•r l J: li'S !t:l\'1' hr·<~ ll <:nrriPtl onr. 
\l'il(•ll e \·,:,. :tii.V • . lt:lll;..:·•· .111 "'""l"'r:lt•d c·IJ:In/f' l1:1" ilf't'll I'I'Jllll'i<·'<l. N o 
reqlll!!·d l'ront Shiptll:l "l" rs or I he S!tippiHg' Colllp:lnics h<ts not: 
IH~I! II g·i \' I' ll pro111 pi :1ll I'll I ion i11 1 his rns ped. 

l. Illig· hi. also IIH'Ill i<,n that. in sptie ,.f o11r lllf'n•n se tl ad iYil i'!' 
o11r r ec· lll'l'•' ll(·. ' ' ' lH' ilflt:nrp, ha s h t·e n :11·ltt:tlly .l'('du<·P<I ynar hy yp;n· 
l'int 'l' 1!1~ 1 nnd is Jlfl\'' [.,ss lltnn iu li.:tl .n•nr. 

Til .. llonourahl t• ~l.•·•nlwr ~ I <li ed \ ' 1'.-<il'rd:~y 1.1~:•1 t hi' ·lh•p<Jr( tll<'llc 
f'os l lh<:' l'<lltlllr.\· rnug·hh· :1. lhons:~nd ·ponnds :1 dn.1· . lll' t.<Jk es no 
:1•·•·• " tnr. , ,f n-lo:d it. ' '" "'" :~pp:~n•ull:.- . The n·•·n•.,.•·ur '''l"' ndilurn 
b st. ,\'1':11' 11;,s :q>pmxi:l!:dPly £ :nli,lili0 i1 is ln11·. l11t1 111.- H., .. , ... nll" 
lm>11g·ld <o :lf·•·ntllil 111,d<·r Ma.rinl' ill'ads ,,·a s :f::OI~,OIIO, ~~~ ll~:d: 
tlw Dq>:ll' 1 111\'llf nuly <Jt·lu:.lly cos t. ~onw .£.011 ,1)()(1 for l.he ye<~ r. 
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"\s n·g·anb tl"' slll:tll nlallt·r uf lht• rin·l. tuaking nwo iloino · 111<·11-
tiuHed h1· the lloHuural.lt> the CoiiiiiHm·i:tl ?ll.t•tulwr for C!tlah:n. 1 
liud tl1a·t then.: a 1·t· st' l"t•ra I k i 11ds of t bo·Sl' Hl:tdt i1ws, t h1:tl ~1 ari 11e 
a11d H:1ilwa .\' n·quin•lllt'llb :ll'l' uut iutlt-Hiit·:d, aut! it. IS n jost itnpm-
l,alde tl1al on e 111:11·hi11t! •·o11ld st·n·e hotl1 llt•parlmt•nts. I 

'l'he 11 olio \Ira hie tin! ~~ e111 ber for I he ~\ igc,r African 'l'~·adl!rs has 
llll!ll!iollt'd I he '!Ill'S I ioll of the wit lulr:l\\":11 or t hP Uon•rnull'ul tr:lliS
JIOl't un the N igt•r. 'l'ht· suppul"l. giYt•n hy t lw African !traders is 
not. s_uilit·it•nt to warra~d ( iu'."l'l"lltllt'lll goiug tot ht• t'X]lt'llSt1"r n·t~•;w 
mg· ds ilt•t•t 011 tho · :'lilgt•r 111 ordt·r lu t"tlldlllllt' lht• St'l"\' lt·t•. l he 
' "t•sst•ls :1n• g·l'tl i11g old a11d l'l'tjllin· n·pl:wing· and t·onsldt·r:ddt· u11tlay 
\\"ollld l~t• H•·•·•·ssary. llt1ring last .l·t•ar. uf tht• •·arg·o ,lanit•d hy 
(iol"t•l"llllll'lll, .,,.,.1, t•ig·hly pt·r •·t·ut 11·as f111· 1\ro of tlw lar;.!.·t· ~rading
··un•·•·l·lls Oil I ill• rin·r. :llld it-ss I h:oll 1\1·11 per t·t•lll \\"; IS fdr ,\ frit·;tl) 
t radt•rs. 1 

' 
' l' ht•l"t' is j11 ,; l ollt• ollii'l' poi11t I 111ig·ht llll'llliull. 'l'ht• Jlonulll"ahlu 

till~ L'ollllliPn·i :ll ~\ll'llllH·r for C:1bhar ·" (Wkf' of th.- dill·i .. ult.v tl~t• 
IJno lli .. ial ~II'IIIIH•rs had in t·lll·t ·kiug l)l'p:ll'lllll'lll:tl t·:sti111 :'dt·s .. \II 
l t·:m sa1· is ll~;d if till, .llullllllr:lhiP the l"nollit·i:ll _\l,.mlll•l:, re:tlised 
tlu~ dilli;·Hit.v 1\"tl haYH in g..tl ing· the Chid" SenPt:n:v to allow us to 
illsl'rt an1· 111~ 11· itl'nls into Estilllales, :111d tl11· ren· tho11"u"·h aud 
('.:ll'l'fll\ \\::1.\' ill Whit·h IIIII' };,.;l"illl:llt•,.; :ll"l' t·otlllll•d "ttln>IIJ.h rill t ill; 
Set·n·lariat, lh e.v woultl reali~P how littl.- furii1Pr cht•t ·kiuJ i, r.•ally 
llt't'('~S:.tl'.V ' I 

I 
'l'ht• llouour:tldt· thl' ~lt·ntl~t•r H.-,.;pn•'<•llling· tht· X igt•J: "\frican 

'l'r:lller,.;: -

I l'."i . .;h lo I' Xp lain to th., Din·..tor of ~l:1rint·-

Hi ,; lo:\('( 'llt •lll".\": --

'I' Ill! llonour:tl.lt• .\lt·nd.,·l· t'a\111111 makt· a Sl'l"Oild S]ll'l'l"ll. I r lit! 
ll·isht•s to 111al;,· any •·on·t·t·tion ill· 111:1.1· :lo "" · ~' 

'I'll<' ll""""r:tld, . 11,,. ~\[,.111l" · r ltt'lll·t·s•·lllillg- till· :\igt·r ,\rri l':tll 
Tr, .. l, · r~: . 

.,111.1· ll":olllt·d lo t" .\t.lai ll tlo:d tl~t• rll·,·r transp .. ..t · 1111 111., 
:'\ ig·•·r is no! a n·g·11l :t r ""' ' awl li~;d i . .; t l~t · n·;o,;un \\" h1· i I ha s 110l 
ill'l'll ,.;u ll"t•li 11:11 I'<JII ist·d hy I itt• .\ frit·:tll IJ":tdt'l':< . 

'l'ht· llonollr:thlt • t ill• 'l ' n·:t sun•r: -

J dt•si r" ~ir, to n~:d;,· :1 l"t·w rt'lllarks oil the ,;Hl•.i••ct oJ loaus aud 
th., p•d•lit: dt·ht. Th., l..lolllll lrahl" till• ('oiiiiiiPn:ial ~1t•lnher for 
C:tl:tl.:•r i'"int .. d <J\11 _l"t·~lt·rd:t .l" th:tt lht· puhlie dt·ht. uf this Culuuy 
11·:1:; onl.1· lw•·nt .1· ll lill ioll I""""'' slt•rling·, tlwt tht• aHnual l'l'Yenue 
was ai•<JIIt t•i~J;hi 111illons aud thai slll·h a 1"<'\.t' lllll' lllll.·d ju,;tif1· ur 
would ,;land :1 11111..!t larg·t·r p11ldit· dt·ld than till• moderalt• s\1111 of 
twt•llt.\" 111illioll pouud s . I a111 nut quilt· t·t•rt:tin nf the t·ont•t :t. ratio 
·hl't\\·t·t··u :1111111al iut·ollll' :tlld p11l1lit· dt•hl. llut tht·n· :tn• I1Yo nt!.l!r 
sl:111d:tnl~ of t·onq~:•riso ll wl,i .. ll :ll·t· 111on· or lt·ss L11niliar. Une 
is till· rt ·l:olion ,;l oip .. r till· p11l.ti.· d, ·l>i to till· llllllll, .. r of iuh:ohil:llll~ . 
.I l!:IVl! a list l~t·fon· lilt' ,hnwi ug· till· lltllnht·r or mhahitauh i11 
Yarious , ... l .. u it•s , a11tl till• '""'""1!. pt·r ill·:lll of tJ. .. puld~t · dt' ht. 1 
quotP l'tl :-'l's: -

PHI,Ii l· l•, ·ld . l,••lnd:tli•Ht. l,11ldi1· lh· l d 1wr IH·ad. 

.I: £ :-;. d. 
St rail's St·l t lt'llll'lll s ... 1 ~-u::.l.llllll .'i.'i·l.lllltl :! I •) II 
'l'ri llid:Ht a11d 'J'oll;tgu :u·!.-•. utlll :lti:l,llllll ~I "' II 
Hrilish (;lliana ... :!,!'i.'\.'!.111 Ill '!!1 1,11111 I s II II 
'I' Ill! (:old U<JaSL ... I 1,1-iSI.titlll '!,I ltl,lltlt I ;, 1 '! II 
. l:llnait·a .. . ... -I,[,S:! ,lIt It I ,-;:,S.tltlll ;, I II 
;\lanritiu,; ... ... I ,'!titi,tllltl :171 .111111 :I 7 II 
Ct·ylon ... ... 1:2,%ti,ll(ltl l,;-,(l.i.tlllll •) II II 
Si l'rra Lt·oue ... ... J,'i :HI, I It I( I l,.l:t~i.tltiO l .J II 

In Nig·t;ria it is t:l Is. pt·r he:11l. ( llou,nllral1l e .\lend1ers : 
Hear, Ht•:ll). Nu11· th:ll is ,.,.1 .. 1" sali,.;f:wtury. If th .t \H'l'e Ow only 
sla11dard of cun1parisuu, we 111iglll say, g·o :~head and borrow some 
lllll!'l; lllliii< 'V q11it ·ld1· antl ,;pt'llll it. Hut that i.-< li<Jt th" only 
slantbrd or"t·olnpari~oll; it ll!ll,.;l l~t• t·oHsidl'n·d i11 l'l'l:.tio11 to anolhtir 
1:0111paris<JII. I l"l'fl'l' lu lilt! I' Xpurls of till' l"l)llllil'.l' JH'J " ht•:lll or 
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populahon. Th e largPr the Px por(~ per hca1l the g-n!:d.er is lhe 
justifica tion for ho1To11·ing· lllolll'.\'. 'l'h1• following fig'lll' l'S will he 
of illll'l't'St. to I.lo>tlllllr:ololl' ~JI'llllJI'r .-< . 

E xports. l'npulation . Expoll· i, per head . 

.t: .£ s. d. 
!:ilJ<Iil ·~ !:icl 11 1' 111•·111~ ... ,'\~I.~ I: I I . I lt Ill 8H-I.ttOO 101 lli 0 
T1·inidad ;111d 'j'.,Joag" ... .1.,'1: l.l.t lt Ill ; \I i:\.111 It I 1:1 ~ l (l 

Britisl:• (; 11 i:lll:o ... ... :\.:!I 11,111 It I :.!~I I.( It H l Ill I~ tl 
Th<· (;;nld ( 'na'l ... :I , ~ I I ;·,.I lilt I :!. I I ll.llt 11 l I II tl 
.l:n11ai f';1 ... , "' :' •. ll li.tltll) ;-::,,-;_1 )Ill i .. t:; II 
l\1auri11 itt :--: ... ". ;;_ I .'11 i.t IIIII :1 I I .111111 !I ;~, II 

Ct·l·loio ... ... . .. ·! :·,./Ill .I IIIII .l.:'olll ,111111 " II II 
~i~rr:J Ll'ntH· " . . " I. I I 1.1 II Ill i.'l:'oti.tltlll I ,, tl 
Nlgt·rL ... ... I :o .t 1;\:).t It II l IIUltltl .tHitl II lti II 

i\igt· ri:o i' f:1r :: ncl '"'."·'· tl11· l"""''''d .. r tho· J.,f '" th:d fill· impn·s
~ion l..rt II\· J.,oking· :If ll11· """''"If .. r ~>111' pnlolw 1it•hl p1 ·r h1·:lll .. r 
popnLlfi"n i,; olbo•l lty loHtkill g :If tho· <"'JH>l'ls ol' lh1· ''"111111'.\ ' 1" ' 1' 
lu:ad ;or tho· I'"Jl11Llfion. llo·l"r'· 11·o· o·:on inoTo•:o,;l' o11r pnlolio·. do·hl 
\H' 111\lsl ino ·n•:o:-<o• ~>111' 1' :\ Jllll"l:-<. 1•;,.,.,.,,·11!111.\' ll'ilj :ogTt'l ' \\·if h th;Ji . 

Tlw l1o1lllur:old\· ~~"'"'"'~" l'nlll11·r inclil·:~ll'cl I hat 11·e \\'1'1'1 ' S]!t'ndi11g 
too nlul'h ol' ~>Ill" :-<nrpln,; h:~l:~lll'''' on o·:q•ifal 11·orks 11·hi<·h ought (o 
'"' (id:llll 'l'd l' ro111 lo>:olls. II i,; :111 llliiiTiffJ•n ruiP that ltl:lll 11111111 '1' 
~hould 11(' u,;o·d for ''"l ~ it:d 11·orl; " 11·hidt at'<: l ikl'l\' t .. h1· 111' ;I 

' ' remlljll ·r :d i,., . <·har;ll'io·r. Tlll'l't' :ll'o• .. 1111'1" 11·ork ,; 1Yhiod1 :tl'l' not. 
pro1htct i\'1' of '1'1'1'1' 11111' ,; uo·h "" ro:~cl s . ln · idg·<'~. looll st•:-<, (allloollg·h 
llll'l'l 'l i:-< a. 1"1' :-'l' l'l·:llion :olll>lll h""''':-<) . :1111! olhi'J' \\'ork,; of tho• sorf. 
1 thi\1k lh:tf 1111':-'1' 1':11'1,; 11·ill .i 11:-<lil'_y IIIli' :llliflldo· and pr:tl'lio·o• 111 
~JH'Ildi11g· ;1 l;~rg·1· proporl io11 1 h11l 11101 I no l:~rg1 ') of o11r ~ 11rpl11s 
H'\'(' llll<' 1011 l':lpit;~l 1\· orl;~. ( ,\ ppl:lll .'l'). 

11 i ~ ll .. llollr I ho• l,io·llll'll:lll l-( :.,,.,.rnor :-;11111 ho·rn J'roYill CI' S : 

TI,ere :Jl'l'" 1'1'11· p11i111 ~ . :-;ir. 111' jllll'l'l,l' polilio·:~l inlp11ri:Jlll'l' th:1L 
ilonour:ol>i1· ~lo • noiH•J':-< h;o\'1' l~>lll '. h1·d 11111>11 :tllll lo ll'hil'll I ~ho11ld 
n :pl,1·. Tht• ll~tnour;oi,J,. \ll'nol>l'l" for lh1· l•:glta. l>i,·is i"n 1\':Jllll'd 
to k11o11· ll' ill·lh.o·r. tho• poli c1• I>:IIT:ll·l" ;d . . \IH·okul;l ll'l'l't ' for fill! 
l'\aliH· . \lllllini:-<lr:~tion poli"e 111' tl11· p11li cl' of lhl' C11lony. They 
a.re herl' in lilt• o·s fino;do ·:-< :~nd ihl',l' :on• for tho• Colon1· poli t:t ' . 1 
t.hiuk. fh1• llonolll 'aloll' ~lo • ndH·r lhn11g·ht tlo;li th1· :llllfllllll to he 
~pe11L t:.!.ti:-1(1. 11·a,; rafh1'l' l':<;l '<'" i'·, .. I o·:tnnol. ""·'·for l'l'rLliH ,,·hat. 
the 1111111ho•r of tl11· d!'laehllll'lll is . ltlll I th ink :~ho u t fm• lli\'-Jh" 
aud llH·.1·. l~t•i11 g· llii'I1>1H·r :-< of tho· ('nln11.1· l'~tlio · o• 11·ith a o·o•rl:tin ,;l; li11 s 
Lo keep. :md haYillg ll'ifh ''"'"' l hPir "'i'·"" :lllll Jnmili"'· mll sf. "" 
ar.commtul:d t• olJt•asoll:lhl,,· 11·o·ll. Tho·ro• i" :ol so the IJII<''fion of Alll'
okuh "" lht• o·:~pil:ol ol' 1-:g·l,:ol:~nol and . \lll'nkul;~ 1':111111>1 \'1'1',1' wo·ll 
he l<•f. tln11·n iu lht· u~:dlt•r nl' d1·t·o·uf lt~li l ding·s. I think th:d alH111t 
.£1(10 ' Jll'l' f:~mil~· i:-< unf. 111 lh1• t·in·um,;Lillt 'I'S , 1':\t'.l'SSI\'o'. Thn 
pn•st•1 lf. polio·o • lo:~l'l':ll·l" ;ll·o• a di:-<g",;ll'l' l11 ;\ht•nkllla. 

'l'h <- ~lo·llllll'r 1'11r ( ':d:olt:lr. 11· i t h :1 di , phy of l.h:d. foro•n • it·. 
;~bilit1· for 11·hio·h lol' i,; l':ol1ll'd, rdt' l'l'l'd In ll11• o•IJ'o•I '\'I'SI 'I'lll'l' lh:d. 
OCI:lll';.l'd ;llllllll;!' I'I'J'LI i 11 1:111 i1•,; iII ( ';ol:t !.:1 I' J:~~f . . \'l',ll'. lit\ rdo•!TI'I[ 
in "·ord:-< of Sl':ll'l'l'l.1· Yo• il1•ol l'llllil'lllpl l11 th1• :~bsi'III'P of l'ho• H1· :-< idl'nl 
and l.\\'o of hi,; pol i I i<·:l I n llio·n,; 11·lo11 11'1'1'1' :-<il'k :Ill(] o\11'. of ao ·l 11>11, 
hut" ht· ,;aid unthi11g· :~1 :oil "'""" tho• hig·h,.st ll!ll .in· :~ut.h"ril.1· in 
Calahar, :1 st•t·ond ,.1""" o·hid. 11·ho look 1111 :-<lt •p,: \\'h:lll'\'1'1" In t·:ollll 
tlw ag-it:JII'd Wo11lt'll :111d jll'l'\'1'111 11·lwl. dt•:-<ll'lll'(inn of propl'l'ly lho·re 
\\'<IS- il \\':1:-' 1'1'1'\' lillll': :o11d "" I 111i11k lh;d lli s J<:C\t'l'llo•111'\ lnok 
:•. ver~· n1ild o·o n;'"'' 111 1111'1'1 '1.1· """'ini:-<t.-ring·" so•l'o'l'o' 1'1 '11:-'lll 'o• .ln llll' 
Ohong· . • 

A sonll'll'hat ~Jl"'·iml:-' :tlg'llllll'llf " '"" raisPol o·ollt '.l'l'llillg· l:~nol i11 
~Port. U:~n·onrl. Tht• ~lo·HdH•I' for (':ol!lha" ~d:dt•ll tlwt. t'l'l'iain h11d:> 
had ht'l'll '"''lllil'l'd h~ · ll~t· (;o\'l'l'llllll'lll a11d that. lht• (;n,·<'l'llilll'llf. 
had at fir~t olft•n•d :1 l lllllJl ~11111 of !~.llllll :llltl lh<·'ll suhS~·qlll'llll,v 
wit.hdr:ll\'11 it :llld oiJ'o·n·d :!::!11111 p<'l' :llllllll1l. ]Jp also o · olllpl:~ino·d 
flwt. no,·l'l'llllll'lll \\' :Is now dl'l'i,· ing· :111 :tll llll:ol profit of ·CI .flllll In 
.£4,0(1(1 for 1111':-'1' l:~111l :-<. l:o\'l 'l' nnll·nf · i:-< l'l'l'l'il· ing· !::1,(1011 In .£.1,111111 in 
11:11(. for (Ill' l:~nd, ltul il is nol 1111 • """"''thing· In :-<:1\' lh:ol 1111'\' :II'(' 

ocr.up,,·ing· tl11· S:\1111' land :~t. " pmfll. Ho•o·l:~lll:dion. :1111l ddo1·.,. s l:o
tion 11·ork h:~~ ho'<'ll <· n rril'<l out" nnd !11· that· 11· orl·~ Port Jl;ll'o·onrl. 
ha~ lll' <' ll nwrll' IYh;d it . is lcHl:l\' - :1 ]l:ll:IH>1ll ' :mel n Town. 'f I i:-< nol. 
I hr. >:1111<' bn<l L!kl'n n1·<·r h1· C:.n\'l'l'n1111'ld for :111 ong·1·nal c' ol n s iolo·rn
tim~ llf £2.0()() olt<•rc•ol, ln1t it is uo11· lanol whirh hn,; :1 gT(' :d'.v 
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t•nhalll't'd ,·,due, du e lo lhc t·\ pendilure un it of ,;otn c millioll 
pou11ds . l't·rsonall.l· l lltink lltt' Ltnd tlll' nt•t·s l>:JI' t• lwen ill-ath·i :wd 
111 nul ;u ·•·•·tlling· llu l' t·rntn•·JJI's tnusl g·vnt•ruus u(f, •r , \\'hil'h \.!It·r is 

s t iII "l''' n . 

. 'l'lu: _L'utllllll'I'Ci ;d ~l .. nd>t·r f~JI· C;dahar, rdvnt·d l11 lhv ,tt\;tll s !'t·r 
u l lht• Ht•;ldqual' l t' I'S "' th t: i,J t• llft·nanf-(,.)\' l'l'lltll' ol till · Sultlht•l'll 
l'ml'inces ;\\\'a\· hunt La gos . ] ,.,Ill a,s lll'l' him t'h,tl t ht· lran's l' e l' i~ 
IHJJ c h n earer n •ali salinn th;lll ll'hl'll lht· ljllt' .'ti"n 1\';J :i la :<t JllOolt ·tl 
ami J c·an pmmi s .. hint llt;tl l 11· ill dtl ;dl [ ' ' "II lu r ent u1·i· that 
s•·ns" of J' t!ntot eH<·ss nl' !Itt• l.it •ttl t· tta ·nt-no,·<·"n"r ,rJ,it·l l d11 H t•:-;i.;t 
in t.l11• 'l't ·nYint ·t·s. ll i.' larg·t·l.l· " qut•:di"n 111' g·••,.g· r;tph\· 11·hi,·h 
'" '".Jd J,. . ... i,tplifi· ·d , ir th .. . ll .. lttltlr""'·· \J, .,.J, ,· r t i11· Sh ippit• g· ." ·"ul,l 
., ,tl,,· 111"k" (';.lal>;t r as ltt·ar l.a g·us ;t s l h;ul;~ll i . .; tu-d;l\' . 

'J.'h e llon. fl,e , \flmn t·.l' -(;,.n l' r;d : -·-· 

Your Ex,.ellt!JII;,V , L think ll11·n · w;: s <~td.1· lln>· ,; ug·g·l'sl i .. n Jtt;td ;; 
\\'itlt n·g-anl l' o l'!t P L.•g·al llt•p;~r i t<~• ' ltt and t l,.tt II' ;J s ;1 prt! l'" ·" tl 
111ade l•y ; Itt! llutltlll '" '"' ' tlu• l·'i t·s l f.:tg< h '\lvlltl,., .. I "111 nn L 
qllilt: Slll'tl 11·h;d. l lu• .-· t~ g·)-! · t' s tillll n· ;dl: · " ·;ts . h111 I ,..,llit ·r g·;t!l~t•n · d 
ll t;tl I"' '"g·g•·s lt •d l i< a t " s iillit · i, ·n l tl' ' l'tl"·r .. r po.;l,; s h1111 !d "" 
t:l' l' Oil t• d ill ll11· J.,./!',i l Dt• ji;ll 'l ll ll' lll (o .,jj ,. ,· i;tl ,· lll ll' ltll< l".V IIII ' ll t 
:tllHJilg:i l l ilt~ ;1w:J! ~~; t : ' ill l.:q.!,·o . ...; , r :till ll ld l[ll jl\' ~ lll 't' W h,P ti ll' l' 

ill· lll <' ;lltl tl~:tl l" '" i" " "l to '" ' t ;!i; ,•n ,.;, ·riothl .•: . (,.,1 i l' l11• did l11• 
c; tnnu L J1a\·t! ll{' t~ tt 1 : 1 1\ i,, ~ ! :-:t> ri11u ~dy i1 i '"'i l'l "' l'"' ' ~ jl,jl i t i,• . .; :t, ( JIJ t · ~ ~ r tl~t • 
e tl s (,,Jians rtl' ""' ptd•! 11· ]"'"·"'· """ I '"" ,., ., ., ., i , il•at. ii "" .\' st ll'li 
"l'P"inltii •'Jil s \l'lll'l' , .,.,,.,t, ·d. ,.,.,., iJ,,. !lont> ll r"I.J ,. til t' (',lllllll<t rl'ia; 
.i\J e ndll•l' for ('al;,l ~;ll' \l t> ll id \',•t•[ l'OIIij t< •!ll' ,J It> t·l' il it·i sl' illl ' ill ,' .. n.J 
([,;~ (. j, , w·ndd \\'i ,· ld ; 111 ;t :\ ll 11· itl, ~, ,, .,. ,., ,,jj ,[ ,. ,, ,., ... _\ . .; , . ,. ~· anls 

l. JJ I! lJlii' S(i<J il 11 \: ;I('J' Il ll lllli< ' ll ( (o lli<' jli'I'S<' Iil !'"·''' Ill ( iJ1 1 fi,t''\'ilj 
ih'(lal'ill le llt, ·1 l';tll <•l:i.1· illi'lll'lll ill,• ll•lllt>lll' ;t lll,· \lt ' ill!ll ' l'. 01 i !~;. ,,.; 
],,.,.11 s lall'tl ilt'l'on ·, l l,., :· ,\fri,· ;lll :llt ·ill h• ·r.s ,, : il l<' l ,;q:.·"s B .. r , : \1' 110 
l ~t •t·t>tll " :tppl i• ·n nl ., I'll I' lltt •s l' posl s , ,.,., .,. i ,., . <'lJ i>: d ,., •n s i <lt-rn l ir,n 
with ;dl ••rl1 e r t·ontli d ;,il' .>. _\ppoinrlll l'l' l . .; J·•· sl 11·i: l, i lt~ • ~• · <'l'<'l ill',\' 
ol' :-\t.il rl :mtl II H' i' l' is ('ll ll s id l' I'OII.t,. l' t> lll( h' l i t ion r,,. li ll 'lll , s in·· ·· tl w 
appo inllli (·i ils li t' I'll "~'~ ' l•y 11 11 llll ';ll l.' l II,• l1111· ,•s t I'IIH :..\· ol' i l1v laddt•t· 
o f l vg- <~1 :!ppoililn ll' ll ls i11 l ilt· t'ro\1'11 (' t> LIIIi, •s .. \ l' ril'nll cnntli<lall•; 
n ·•·., ive co ns id<·l':ll io n wi l l, o i J,, .,. , <•ll ll !l' i r JJI <' I il.; . 

'L' Ii e Hon. th e ct, i..r :-; , . ..,.,.1;11·y t" ""' r:u,·,· rilll /1 111 ~. 

:-\ir, l :i111 <[tlit ., s tilt' I ;>ii< t'X Jll 't• . .;:; ing· ,1'<1111' Yit·ll·s ll'l~t•n l sny 
II'"' ,,.,. :tl'l> Ye n · .':.('l';itdlll to il11• llnt>llit·i;d \lt·lli h ·r . .; For til,• \'<'1'\' 

,..,.,1 hl'lp 1l101l. tl•;! ,\' 1• ;11·<' g·i1·t·ll " ·' o11 llw ,._.;titll ., t<· . .; a11d in thi s 
Ct>llltt :il. '\\'•· ;.'n· ' " ' ' '" .\'·' ;!T"t"l"l (', . ,. [J,,•ir .,,J,·i ... · :111d tlu · ir 
,. it·\l·s , "nd w i llitlll 1 lil t' i r k llo\1· 1.-d g· •· ;1111l li<·lp "'' ' s l!otild IH· \'I' I'." 
Jllll< ·l, iu ' ''" dark. 

II is \1-;t!ill l'or th e C lli..t S P!'I'(•l;tn , illl till' l'IJIII'ill s ion or :L 

tlt · l~;tle, to Sllllllll:tl'i sll ;dl tit~• poillts t fi:tl lianJ '" '"" Iliad•· 0111<1 to 
l' e pl y to l'llletn in tl !' lail. ] t is lllillv!:t•ss ;~r,l· !'o r lilt ' l o g·o into Ye ry 
gTe ;~ t. d e l:til 011 tl1i s r t·r·a s ion ns 111,1' olht·i;~l l'llllt·n g tll ·s !'""'' risl'n 
to ilw lllll ::tsion hl' llt •i' ll~;lll iht·l' did (.,,;~ ,.,.,11 .. t llolllllll':lill., 
1\JI'iiiiH•I'S: Jll';tl'! JJ,•ar ) ! ' j' jll 'i'l' .. 11'1', illl\1.1' \'1'1' : " \'1'\1. poi !It S 11]'011 
wl1i<·l, I n ll1 s l. lt>ttt ·l• - '"" ' ol' til<'"' '" i"ll·li•·uL,· ·- 1 ,., .r, .,. lo th e 
llll'di<·.,[ ,. ,,;., ,(' til <· ,1 ;St'll ss ion. That li:1.' J., .,.ll rai s .. d },,. ;dtllllst 
t!Ve r.v speakPl' <Jild qt. 1 ft\ J'ig·ldl .\· . \ul11i11 g· l1;t "\ g· i,·t ·ll ~~ ~ g·l ·t'~dt•r 
l'«lll 't•rn in illl· lltlrl/ , lh;lll to li l' :lr of ll !•· n111 n l,.•r of JH·oplt· d.v i11g· 
fmn1 r<'l :tn s ing· l't :v•· r .. nd ,.,.n·lll·o- ' ["n"l tnt·ningil i . .; , tl11· J .. it•·r of 
\l' ili•·l• I '''"'<' il!·t·ll ;ll lorlit<•d '""' ''''''" 111 I hi ~ •·c•nni ,.,. s in•·• • I!Jtltl. 
\\'l~;tl il1 ll l':tliSI' is 1111 III II' J;illli\'S, H.t•laps ing· ft•\ '1,'1' '""' I'OiliSI',j 
"""' ·' ' dealhs h11i il s <·nn•, or ll1 e pr<'Y!•nlion o f il s honl<l sn.v , is 
" ,.,.,lll'"l".ilin..I,v s inq.Jt • "'" l lt ·r. II' y o u t·otdd onl y '"' slit '< ' tl•a'· 
ll11 · ll:tliV<)S , 111<'11, W<llllt'll and t·llll<irt•JI , \\'nllld 11·ash l lu•II IS I'h<'.' 
;ll!tlllu·ir doLI11 .. s l'n•qt ·PIItly illl'l'<' '""ulti soon ll!·" lnrg·•• n•d11l'ii o n 
in t!J p llllllllit •l' of dt•:till.s. 11. \\'otdd IIIIi lll;ilil'l', 11111\'t'\'1'1' , if VIlli 
I 1011! " I l11 ""'" 111l II it'd i ' '"I o lfi l'l ·r.s i 11 I !11• llol'llt i 11 "11 t'llli<'" \'1111 ;. I o 
''"!"' \1·iil1 tl1is diS<•:ts• ' if i llll plloplt! dis••·g·anl<·d tl11·ir advin·, and 
l.lllJr..t'ot'll ! h., lirsl ll.llng· lo do is !11 <·<lu< ·alt• lht·lli Hoi o11l .1· : ill 
I'< 'S IIl '<'l. or jll'<l\'l'llli\'1 ' llii''"'"~'~ 'S IIIII ill all IIIOIII··rs IH ·:trillg· 11 11 lilt! 
i'"l" ·ov<·n~<·nl of ., ,11,ilar.,. ,.o,!tlil i"'"' :11111 1.uldi, · '"'"Itt.. Sonl<'
il,in g· lt:t s ; ,. .,." s;~id " '""'' 1[,,. ,, h,rlagt• 111' n11 •dit·"l. oll i··· ·rs . \\' ., 
j,., ,.,, """J,. ,.,., ... ,,. po~,., ii,J,. t·lforl lo g-<·1· ])odors h11 i I ht·y tl o n ot 
\\';llil, app:11·,•ntl .1· , In •·olll< ' lo lhi s t·onntry. '1'1,,·,1' qui .. kly oll',•r 
ll~t•n! s. •h·,·s for olit<·r t'lllttilrit•s :tnd oll11·r ,.,,J.,ni• •s a11d for 'J.;;~sl: 
,\f'ri<·;t. J' 1\':ts so iHfol'illl',j 1>,1' :t i1igh ali(!Joril\' . ()II 111,1' nskillg·(h e 
rt';> SIIII. I ll' ;tS !old ' · J,,,<·an st• o f lit<' rc•pulalion o f fill' l'OUlllr.v "
\\'hi• ·!, l11 Ill.\' 111ind i . .; n·r.v ].,rg·• · l.l· l'aL<•. \\ ' <' t';lltllol ,., .. ,. 
".> linl; in g· li s l.l " and iht•n ll 'lllld<·r 11· h.1· 1"'"1'],. '"ill u;, ,. com e h er e . 
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Til(• Jlolltllll":llolt• ,,,.. (~nllliii('JTi:ll ~lo•I!IIH'r rnr Ca l:ihar r:l i,;o• d 
a l[ll<'~lioll ahoul. lo:11" . I haYI' 11o~ll!1ng· lo :Hid In "·h:il . ll1o: 
'fre:ISlln•r ,;:1id Oil ll1: 11 pr~i11i I'X I'I'Jl l I !1i ,; . 'J' J11~ poinl·. \Y:I S ll1.il· 
WI' s hnnld rni,;o• ' ' """' :11Hi lhal lhey s l11lldd lu• :qq,]io·•l In 1111·<'1. 
0111' l '~l)'· il;d v:,JH•nclil 1!1'{ ' , ;IJHJ 1'1'~1':1~(' l hP :-:111 p}ll :' nf l"t'\"1'1l .IIP 11 \"t •r 

eX(H'Ilddlll'l' ,,1' n\11(! 1' tlting:~ :-; \11'1! :t.o..: lll:linlt•ll;llll'l'. Tilt' rp ;-o; JIIi 

" 'Ullld J)( • 1\t:tl ,\ ' CIIl \\oUJcl ht• :idcllllg· :llicdJH•J' I'Ji:ll"g'C' \o _\' IIIII' 

OXJH' IIfli,tun• i11 !ht· :-oi1;qw ol' iniPn':·d o~nd :d IIH· ~:11111' tinll ' I1P:tp i ng 
up ·'·nnr =-- nrplu :' J,:d:Jlll 'f':O:. \\·,. fTl'l :l inly 'r:1td In nt:1i1dnin cllll ' 

~ llrplns !•:d:IIH ·c·s l11.l l11 :"1"1" II"· iir~llnllrnhlc• \l"'"l ,. r',; 
:-;ug·g·t·:.;l inn \\"t' .-. illlldd l:ly Olt l' ,...; t•IYI' :-' fljll'!l ,, ;lf'l' ll ,"i :d ion ~: 1\Jidlll .\' nr 
l~t•:J\·y !.:1 x:d io1: . 

. \ ;. n:g· :~r.l .-; llH' <• .-<f•:ll:llo•s il is 110 .J,.tt ld dillil"llli for 111111lli c· i:d 
Mnnd"'r' fo s ind_,. 11H'lll Pfli<·ienlly for lhr l"ll"JHI~l' of nilic-i> ing 
thPnl l•ul \1111 '''""'. 11.11 s l fn"l IIi""'' " I " " ,,h" I~:"·"'"''' " :d IJ,i, 
g·:·lllll' r,,,. l<l':Jrl.\· lh.irl.'· .\"l';Jj",: no i In ;H·•··pl ll.i ng·,: t.l in dly. 

~ , .,. t•rnl ,.,.Ill ~ rk s \\·c·r•• """1'' "'""" llw l'r" ' · inc ·i:JI Co 11rl .". 1 d·> 
nnl. }li'•'P' ' ' •' ''' :-;:J,\' :.nyt!Jin g· ;JIHHII : 11:11 lli :JI IP t' :1:-: fht• wiP d!' 
qllP:·diHll l; :J " iJ .. c·n n·l' r rn•d In IIH· ~~·•-rt·lal' .\' ol' ~1:111' nlld !'t•ll lt• •l. 
I ,ho111 \l j11 ' l likl'. lln \\·,.,.,. r. In ,;;1\· '"'""·lhi11g· in r,•pl_l' In \rh :d ! l11• 
~lt'llliH'I' l11r lhc• Hir••r< jli,·i,; i"n "'i d . II<• " 'j,] i11 ;d il. 
\\.:1, 11111 fil l ing· lh:!i , \,!Jnini ,dr:Ji iY<' o llie ·,, ,., >hon ld lry c·:1p il: .l 
c-!J:Jq .. .!·c· ..: . :' JH 'ilk ill!..!' w ' llt tll ' :trly t!Jil'l \ _,· ,·,Jr . ..: P :' l'•·ric·n··~· nl' n: , ti \·c· 
:-; l:dl'!' I 1!:1\' ' ' l nl llHI lh:d 1111' n;dj,-, . 1'1 '\t' ll' ...: ll !f• .Jl l :·dil't· nl' i l~t• \\!t il• · 
T11:111 :JIIfi ,,f f l 1•' n·i,jj,. :Jdrqini·,lr:llirllt :1 1111 ir ;1 prdlli•·:d olli•TI ' i~ 

t 'o!IIJI!'I "11 I In 1r_,. :1 • · :J ~ · ' 'I' l!l'cl i t t :J 1 ·' ,., .j ''"' lw i:-; •·q tl:tll,\· t ' fllll JH' l (' 11 i 
lu I 1'\' ;} •. \1:1 1' ' 11 ' nr 111111 '" ''" · I l!t inJ.: j !t :d \\ ' 'It'll :1 lll:lll i . ....: , .J, :tl' !....:.' l'd 
\\'ilh. :1 ,.;,r d:;i n!ll ' llf'l' Ill'' .Jnd gT i :tL • ·....: :"..:1 1:1 p :till " \\ ' '1"1 '(' II JI' I't• ,, 
Ill I l ;J \\ ,. ,,I' I til ' I Itt· ,, ,. l't· ;\1'1'' :til (I I t ,. I H I 11\111' "' · l 't•: tll , . . 1'111111 ·;1' I I I II 

I l11' d t·(1·;1;·•· . . 

TiJ, . l, · :-- t..ll ll <' n·l'''l'"llf'l' \\ ' :J :-: lll: t dt• 1,, I h, · d i .. j ,, rl1;~ IH' I' 111 :1' I" II\· 
tll :Jrkc· ( \\'llilH ' Il :!1 f' : ,:: . ll :l l'. ~ ~ \ i\• lli!JI:J';I:tl:· 1/'H' I lli t i ll JIJ \ r i!.!'i ;l 
!~:1 :' rc ·l •· ,. , ,.d t" 11,:•1 111 :1 J;;-.\\'t•r ·t ,, :t q 'l l ·'- 1 o~Hl. I '' t·nl dtl \'.11 l J,, ., ., . 
, ...... i l ( 'f ' i :til.\· I II J, lf .\.; i !Jill I It!' 111:1 ! I I' I' : rll' I I r r , . ,, I II I ll ,\' J, ,j I II :II Jn , iII i ··I 1'1' 

:1 :' t'\ ' t 'l'l' n·IHJ], ,. In .1 \!f • ( )itPIJ g· ;,, fllddi, · l' tll' l.: l't •ping: o 11f nl I h" 
\\· : 1.\· ,,. 111'11 i\11' tli :' itttf ,: tll'' t' ''.:• . ...:. ! :•ki r' ~2. j•l :ttT . I ,d , .. ,., .,. , rl ~ lt: Jf 

\\'hf'll l'f•lt'l'l'llC'I' \\':1 ..: lll : Hi i • In I Ill' l:• ·..: i•lt •Jd ll('ill!,.!' :J\\':1\ ' l'r·tlll l !It·· 
,. j,·inily ;1 ; file fi 1111'. :udltill ~' \\':1 :' ... . ,rd :JIHtlt f IJ,,. {)l l,,·ng· 1\, ·,·pi np: 
\n ·ll nul 111" ll~t• " ." -'" "·i11·11 l11• n11gl• 1 In 1.:1\·,. !,,.,,,. l" ·c ·S<· nl "'" ' 
r c.; <·r.-i ,;i·•l hi> inlilll'lll'(' in prrn~ nling- lilt• tli ., f llriJ:!lH"c. 

r l ilink i il:l\·t· f•fJ\"('l• t• d :dl fllf• pninl s """''' hod. ir ""''"'' :11 ··· :1 11\. 
f' ug·g· .. ...:.l i1111 ~ ol unnlli1·1;d Jllt'llll l•· r ~ l n whit·h ·1 h:IYI' no(. n ·l! ' l '!'('ti. 

wl11·11 1111'' ' ' d,•l•:~l••" :11 ·1· prinl t•d 11.,. , 1~: • 11 look lltr•111g·il 1111'111 :1111! 
g·iy,. rurfl.t·r :ilh·nfin11 In 1111'111 if \\·t· poss ild y •·:~n . il[nllf<ll1· ; •1•lt~ 
M"'111•t·h . . ll. t·:~r! H,.:11· :1 

J I is l·:wt·llenc·.y 

Tl11• 111111inn i ~ th ;d ll11· 1\ill I" · l" l':ld :1 l l1ird linll' :1111l 1'" ·'"' '1. 
Tl1e 111olion th:d. 1;,,, Hill 1'11f.ill,·d •· .\n ()rdin:~nt·e fo pro,·itl e 
ror i11~: ;-.en· ice o r 1111· Colon y nnd l'l" l•·•·l nr:lft• or :.\i g··· r ia for 
fill' y,.:11· t'11ding· fl.o· lhirf_,·-firsl. ''"-'" "r :\l:11·•·l1 "lit' ff,.,11 .< :1ncl 
ninl' hnndn·d :1111! 1\rc·nfl·-,;,·\·c·ll.·· :" :1111<'11d<·d 1, ,. ll11• :-;t·l•·•·l 

Conllnill"" · lJI' J'I':Hi .1 l l1inf I i111P :1111l l"l"'t·d. " ."" 1.111' 11 p11l ;11 11! 
ngTt•ed lo. 

Tl1c ll.nn. ll1e 'l'rl';l :" lll't'r: -

~ir , ·1 ri ,; ~: lo llloY•' flwl :1 >~11H of J.:l.'•ll.(lll(J he voled wherewith 
In sf arl :1 1\ndw;l,\. Jl., · l;t·w:~l ,: .f.'uud . !;.;li(I .< IIJII il;,: '"'I'll p11 l """·n 
:IS lht• :1111111:!1 •·onlril•l'linn . . This f11nd s i1«11ld 1~:1\· <: 11H'<'Il s f:Jrft•d 
lll:lll~· .n•;11·-; :Jg·n :1nd il i." f<· l l lh:d. " ·" II"· ll:~ihYn.\· h:1" l~:1tl :1 
Yt•r_y pro<pt'rtllls ~·p;~r, il ,; ilo11ld ht• .- l:•rl•·d lin\\· :111d I ll11•n •fnrn 
ht•i!' lo 11111\.1) il::d a ~ ll'!l of f];) ll,IJIIII I)(' YOI•·" rflr lin· Jllll"J11 1,<1'. 

'.l.'l~t· Hon. iii" Ue11er::l :'llan:~g·c r nr ll1c Hail"·a y 

~ir. in .'t~t'OIHling· thi~ tnotiotl Jll,\' ntll .\' l't'g"l'f't is th:d tilt' an1onul 
i -; nol. dnnhlc . The pari i•·ulars of I hi , F11n<l ancl il.s na.lurP, and 
l.ht• re:J>ons for ils exi,;J,' IIt ·e, are g-iY<:ll Yc ry fully in Colonel 
·II:1111111 0 I11l's Ht•IH<rl . l•:n·r.Y 0111' or lh;. physi•·:~l Jlrtljll'l'lit•s of lile 
Hnilw:t.L and lliPre <Ill', ... ,._,. 111:111.1· ind•·Pd , an• dt•i<•rior;~ l in g·. In 
f<J rJII Cr \ ·t··lrs \\·c h<IYe lll:tn:tg-ed In '"'"P ill<: ll . adw:~.v in a sf:de or 
clli •· ic•nc ·y hy I he pmvi ~ inn of funds Pif l11 •r I l"fllll s11rprus h:~1 :111<'PH 
or fron1 c·apif:il works. \\' p l"P:Jlisrd lil:d. lhi~ "·nR wro11g- in 
pri1wi1•le ant] 1111~ qn•~sfion of lhc l"l"<'alion of a. Ht•n e \\·ab 1'11nd 
h:!S lf••;n pul. fo!·w:ml IIWII,I" I i111o•>. ;\ H.<.'IHm-:ds . Fund <•xists _in 
eYe ry lt:llhn>y Ill lite \\·odd. ~~ o,;l or ll11• Jl.nJ!\\·ay i'~""l"' rlit'H 
<lepr<:l'iafP , h11f if. i ~ ralhcr PXI r:~ordln :lry lh:Jf. non e appn••·iafc, 
cxccpl c:ul.hll·.,rks (f:.hl' lJ:tnb). nnd lh .. ~· g·p l IH!IIrr I!Yer.\' ye:n · 

• 
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l~U Nitp:na l,r-uis!ati a L ,,.e:,,. l!J-~u , w~u 

:tttd it ll '11ttld J,.. •tttit•• ttttpllssild, . !11 >t•pl:t<..- tltt•ttt lo-d:ty for tlll·ir 
urig·iu:tl :.:.u ~ l. In u ·:tkillg tlti~ pro\' 1:-iitJH it i:-; JII'IIJHJ~t · d in flit~ 
pttldi<·:tl i,,tt ol tl11· ilt:tttt:tl :;l:ti<•tttt·PI {,, ttt:tlii• tto :tlloll"ilttl"t' for 
siukiug· fttild 111 :td •lit tott. l llt:ty "'Y· Sir, tlt:tl i11 tltt· p:t.-; 1 so111e 
lltrL•e lltilliutt I""""' ' has '""'" lollttd lrtJtll ' ttrpltts l~:tlance .-; anJ 
elwrgp.J lo l":tpil:tl l'lJ:<l s . It is proJ><•St•d lo IITih· do11·11 Lite .-:tpital 
of iltt• Hatlw:~y L,· 111t!! tttillion poun<b :tnd ilti,; ligttt'P 1rill IJ, 
slto\\'11 111 !Itt • :tltllu .. l rt'pnrl lttr llt ' XI .\ · l':tl · . I c:111 a :-;snrc-: 
llottottral.J , . . llt·ttd,. •t·· lh:tl if tlti .' pro1·i s i"tt "' gr:lltlt•d lite 
<ptvsliott .,;· tltt• ' ' 'l"'ttdilttrt• il<•ttt .-< 11· ill 1,.. •·ardttlly <·lltt .-<itlt•r"d 
itt v:t<·lt •·aS<· .. \•·ltt:tily litis ttttlllt'Y will ht· pttl ""'"Y attd will 
IH ·ar inlt·n : ~l. \\",. Jtt:t .\ ' 11111 n•qnirt• lu ltltlt' !t any 111' il for tlu~ 
nt·xl !"our 11t· :;v,· yt·:ti .... t·Xt·t·pl i11 1!11· ,.,,;-:,. "r ~ lt·t·JH·rs ltt •t'tHniug
dut ~ for !'t'tll'\\'<11. TJ,,. :-~:tlltt' <.tpplit•."' :t 'i rq.!.·;trds ltwoutol j,·t'.'i :.nHl 

rulliug· s toc: k i>ttl .tg:llttsl litis pr .. ,· i.-;iolt .. r t::::tJtl,tlllll ,-,. slt:tl! be 
altlc lo o~rdt•r :tdditi•Ht:tl lot ·lltttiJiin•.< 1.: rt•pl:~<·•· tlltl.<l' \\· ltielt :tr~ 
wont ottl. I lltl'rt·l'ot·• ill ·g· lo St'l'tlttd Lltt• tttolion . 

'!'Itt• II ott. tit•· 1-'it·:;!. Lag·os .\l~itdll • r ; .. -

\'our i•>:•·t ·il<•ttn, is tlti s tttotiott t ···~ · ttl:tr~ I ttud .. t·sl:ttld that 
\\'l! :trt· tt tl\1' dt·:t!iug- \\'itlt tl11• :\ppt'IIJ>I'i.tliou Hill. 

His 1>:-..,.,,J[""''Y 

'l'lt:tl lt:ts '"'I'll "" ''·"d. 

'!'Ill· I lou. tit,, !.'irs ~ L:~g·11s _\lt!tttlt•."· :-

llllllllttt·aide ·~lt·lltl>t·t·, "'"'" lt:ttl 110 uolit·t· or litis. 

'! ' Ill! llo11. LIH· ('ltid :--;.,,.r .. t:tt·y lo ll~t• (lo\'t•f'tttllt'lli 
1\' o llot.i•·t · ltas l~t•t•lt ;..!· in·11 ul' ll1is ~ Jt·c ;1u .... t' it \\";1."' IJI'tlllgl11 IIJI at 

tltu Fi'""''t' Uotttlltill•·•· _last 'l'ttt·.,day. I tlttuk tltat " tuolion r .. r 
tJH .. spt·ltdlng of 11111111· .\ 1."' (jllllt· 111 llrtlt•l'. 

II is l>:x• ·. ·ll .. :ll·.\ 

llot!s attv 11lltt•r llllttllttl':tltlu J\lt•tttlot•r \\'i>lt l11 a.!dn•." tit., 
Cott.llcil ~ . 

'1'/1e 11/ tJI!on tr os t 'illrit•d. 

'l'lte Jlott. Lite Cltiut. St:t.:relary lo tl11· <lo\·erllllt t.: llt : -

1 beg- to '"" ''e , Sir, tl.:ti this Cllttfl<·il tlo Ito\\· adjouru sillt' t!it ·. 

His Exct·llt•ney : -

Bdon· tJ ... ('.,tttJt·il :tdj11t11·us I should Iii;,. lo >:ty ltll\\' struck l 
was with lht: \'l'l'.\' lt .. lpi'ul aut! •·ouslrttctin, •·ritiet s ltts ull'ered by 
llollour:tl.J, . .\I L•tttlot•t·s of !'tttt'flt ·.il duriug· tl11· S<· . .;siou. IItle llim
ottmbl t· .\l,·utltt·r suggt ·s i<-d iu tl11· t·ottrsc .td. !tis spt.:l'l :lt th:tt it wuuld 
be a g-uud lhiug- to liil\'t• ill\ opposilioll i11 litis ('clllllt'll t'tllllf.lO:-it•d of 
i!t e li Hollit·ial _\lt•fltlot ·rs. 'I'Jt, . Jlollotll ';ti,J, . .\lt•tttlu ·r or t'Otll'st• kllliWS 
llwt. t.ltt·n· "'"t lit'"" ""·It lhiug·. ,\\·,. lt:l\'t' g11l ill hl'lp ottt• :tlloth .. r 
lo gu\' 1'1'11 this t'llllltlry :tlld lltt·t·•· slotlltld l11• th" t:llls~sl. l't>-<lJit!l'ation 
lll•ill't'l'll 111li<·ial :11111 """IJi.,ial ~lt·utlot·rs . ' l' ltt•t't• \\'as "'"' ollu•r 
tt'lllark ll' ltit·lt wa > """''' lty au ll.,ttlllll'ai,J, . .\J,.,,I,.;r ;tttd I g·:ttlu•t't•d 
lh;~t lit· thougltl iltal t; .. ,.,.,·.ttltlt·ul lt:ts ttol llt:tdt· :ts gTt•:tt all t·ll'orl. as 
;, tuig·ltt to diSJ·tt ss 'l'"·stiotts with IIHolli<·i:tl .\lt·Htltt•rs . .ff th:tt is 
"i I :1111 1·ury sorry. I \\' : lltl. ll.,tlllltr:tltlt• .\lt•tulll •f's to 111tdt•t'>(:tntl 
llt:~t· L wish lo ttt:tl<t· lltysclf pPrson:d!)· :t<·•·••;;sil,J,. to th em at 
:til till~t•s :1ttd I t':tll """"''" tJtt,llt lh:tt I >lt:tll :dways lte re:ulv to 
ltt-:11· :tlltl diS<·us.< "'itlt tht •nt :tHY ]ll'opos:tls ilt;tl tit;·~· m;~~·- m'akc. 
(Ht•:tr, ll<·:tr). I tto\1· <],., .. 1:11·1' tl11• C'mtnt·il :ttl.iottnit•<l .~iii P die. 

The Counl'il a<ljllttt'Hed :wr-onliH~·h · a t 1?. Ft p.111. 

l 'nur o·d 1.1 l h,·t;v l •'l"lllll, •tJll'n l\t tT, l .: , .._o..;. 11 <"\.:!ri t, ;,',o 

·-- --· -- - ! 
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HOUSE OF REPRESE:\TATIVES 
:\IGERIA 

Friday, 15th March, 1957 

The House met at 9 a.m. 

PRAYERS 
(.\Ir Speaker in the Chair) 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

THE APP!lOPRIATI0:-1 ( 195i-58) BILL 

(SEO!'D ALLOTTED D.w) 
(House in Committee ) 

HEAD 29-.\·Ir:-.:rsTRY OF Co\I\l l·:-.: rc.nro:-.:s A:-.:D 
AVL-\.T!ON 

Question proposed, That the sum of £26,710 
for Head 29-il,Jini;·try of Communications and 
A·c;iation-stand part of the Schedule . 

Mr J. I. lzah (Aboh) : i\Ir Chairman, Sir, it 
is regrettable that neither the i\Iinister of 
Communications and Aviation nor his Par
liamentary Secretary and probably his Perma
nent Secretary are on the official Bench. I am 
happy, howe1·er, to have the assurance that 
whatever I have to say will be communicated 
to the ::\Iinister. I was moved to file this 
amendment to lea1·e out item (16), sub-head 1, 
because of the frustration and contempt which 
my constituency, Aboh Division, received from 
this i\Iinistry. Two years ago I asked a 
question in this House requesting the i\Iinister 
to state when a telephone line will be extended 
from Kwale to Ashaka and here, in this House, 
I was given the reply that in six months' time 
my need would be granted: that was two years 
ago. I wonder, Mr Chairman, whether we are 
ever given assurances which are meant to be 
accepted as truths in this House. 

While we were here, Mr Chairman, a ques
tion was asked on which this Ministry not only 
failed to give the right answer but stated that 
my Constituency has two post offices, which 
was not so. 

The Chairman : Order, order. I do not 
know if the hon. Member realises that he is 
moving an Amendment under Entertainment 
Allowance ? He has not said a word about 
it yet. 

Mr lzah : Mr Chairman, I realise I am to 
speak to that Amendment but I fee l too, Sir, 
that this is the appropriate time to tell the 
Ministry of Communications and Aviation of 
this fail~re .... 

The Chairman : );o, that is just what is not 
appropriate. · The hon. i\Iember may either 
confine his remarks now to Entertainment 
.-\llowancc or sp4i0-" to the appropriate Head 
11·hen the time comes, whichever he chooses. 

Mr lzah : Howe1·er, since the i\linister is 
not here, nor is his Parliamentary Secretary, 
I would be doing him an injustice if I moved 
this Amendment to chop up his Entertainment 
.-\llo11·ance but, with the assurance that he will 
be told, i\Ir Chairman, Sir, I do not move. 

Question again proposed, That £26,710 f or 
Head 29-.1tlinistty of Communications and 
. ..J..riation-stand part of tlze Schedule. 

Chief V. Duro Phillips (Ijebu \Vest): ::\Ir 
Chairman, Sir, when the hon . .\Ir Izah started 
off with his speech this morning I heard some 
Members murmuring "Collecti,·c responsibi
lity" in respect of the absence of the Minister 
of Communications and I also heard my good 
and learned Friend, the hon. Minister of 
Research and Information, murmuring "The 
Go,·ernment is here". \ Ve know very well that 
the Government is here but the particular 
::\Iinister responsible for the important subject 
which we are discussing, and his Parliamentary 
Secretary, are not here. 

I think, Sir, it is the greatest act of dis
courteS) to this hon. House for both the Minis
ter and the Parliamentary Secretary to absent 
themselves on this i 1~portant occasion. I am 
not unmindful, Sir, of the fact that the Eastern 
Regional Elections are on but nobody could be 
more useful in the circumstances in the Eastern 
Region than the General Secretary of the Party 
himself, who is here. 

Chief S. L. Akintola (O~hun West): 
stopped him from going. 

Chief Duro Phillips : You stopped him 
from going ! Thank you. The han. Minister 
has no stake in the Elections ; he is not con
cerned. (An hon. Member : He is a Regiona
list). Regionalist ! Yes, indeed. And we 
cannot but look round and feel a little bit 
relieved by seeing the Director of Posts and 
Telegraphs Department sitting in the corner 
there. But, be that as it may, our views in 
this House are properly communicated to 
i\Iinisters, or their Parliamentary Secretaries, 
and their absence we deplore very much ; 
\Ye think that the other Members of the 
Cabinet should take note that, in future, if 
they are absent , their Parliamentary Secretaries 

.... .. 
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>uld be left to hold the fort for them. (An merit. When a man has s.: n ·cd 30 years as 
·. t1lember : Dereliction of duty ! Govern- a Second Class Telephone Operato·r, or a 
11 by default !) Second Class Postal Clerk and T elegraphist, 

and, all of a sudden, the Department decides 
to elevate him to the very next rank of First 
Class Grade, what do we expect, S ir, to bt:: th<: 
compensation of such people ? \Vhat joy do 
we expect such people to have ? 

only want to make a brief comment on 
1e of the acl'i";·ities of the Posts and Tde
phs Departm"cnt. A fe w days ago I said 
: I was satisfied that this Department was 
ng very great str ides towarus improving 
services rendered to the public. But, Sir, 
·ish that this Department would concern 
f with improving the lot of the 0:igerians 
ing thnein . 
wo years ago I brought to the notice of 
House the fact that there is a l'\igerian 

:ial in this Department who asked for an 
·d of scholarship to go for further studies 
seas ; he was not granted that award ; 
;as not promised anything; so he took it 
1 himself to finance his ov>;rseas studies 
went to the United Kingdom and stayed 
· fo r three years ; he came back fu lly 
lied on his own. At the time when he 
his country he was on First Class Grade
as known as First Class Postal Clerk and 
~raphist ; in spite of the fact that he came 
fully qualified for ele.vation to the Senior 
ce, and despite his work and conduct 
· described as fully satisfactory, up to the 
nt moment of speaking he has not been 
:lered fit and proper for promotion. 
;t year I raised the matter again and I 
I only wish, Sir, that the Minister makes 
inquiry into the circumstances which 
nt this particular Nigerian officer, who, 
ntally, is still se rving on the First Class 
:, from being elevated. 

we are satisfied that Nigerianisation is 
place in the Posts and Telegraphs 

tment but the Department should con
lOt only the very few Nigerians awarded 
rships to study overseas but should 
>nsider those who have not had such an 
unity and those who ha\'e proved their 
locally. 
the Department of late dt::cided to relieve 
1barrassing congestion in the Second 
Grade, both in the Operating and 
one Sections, by promoting en masse 
people who had been vegetating in this 
Class Grade for years on end-people 

d put in 25, 26, up to 30 years as such. 
\ say, Sir, that this kind of stereotyped 
n is not desirable. What people want, 
o be given due consideration for their 

I think, Sir, that, in view of the fact that the 
Department had made up its mind to open 
a~·enues for higher grades-such as Chid 
Supcrvisors, S.:n ior Supcn·iso rs and so on 
it should see to it that people who have r.:ally 
sc.:r \·ed-given a lifetime's se rvice in this 
Department, for that matter, as I have des
cribed (the people having put in 25-30 years' 
service)-should receh·e more than mere 
promotion from Second Class Grade tc First 
Cbss Grade. 

I do wish, Sir, that the Head of this Depart
mcnt would call , if possible, for the file of 
C\·ery l'\igerian who is serving in this Depart
ment and himself determine \\·hich of them 
really merits promotion to the highest status, 
in ~he first instance; to the medium sta tus and, 
perhaps, to the very next status. 

Mr Chairman, for the meanwhile, these 
arc my views . 

Mr J. C. Obande (South West Idoma) : :\Ir 
Chairman, this H ead has been an important one 
and like all Members who have given their 
views, I have only two points to make, and that 
is to refer to mv Question Ko. 12+ to the 
:Vlinister of Co~munications and .'hiation, 
which appeared on the Order Paper for 6th 
:\·larch. I asked the Minister when the Post 
Office at Makurdi would be rebuilt, and in 
addition I asked about Post Offices at Lafia and 
Oturkpo, which were promised about two years 
ago. 

I am surprised to receive a reply from the 
Minister to-day that work is expected to com
mence· on Makurdi Post Office this year. 
Provided funds are made available during the 
years 1958-60 Oturkpo and Lafia will be built 
then, which means that these people wi ll have 
to wait for many years. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, this answer has no 
meaning to me, and I really do not know how 
to pass it to my people who are press_ing very 
han! to share this amenity with thetr fellow 
people from the other Provinces. 
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Second ly, S ir, I have noticed a great many 
posts whi ch are supposed to be on Contract. 
It appears that the Minister's intentions are to 
furni sh his proposals with stateme nts that these 
expatriates are on contract. How long, Sir, 
does the i\ Iinister want us to remain employ ing 
expatriates on contract ? \Vould it not be 
possible to train :\igcrians ? In the memo
randum it is also proposed to train :\ige rians 
for fi ve years for certain posts ." If th is is true, 
how many of them are now in t raining? 

In short, Sir, I would like this Department 
to be :'\igcrianisd. 

I beg to support. 

Mr Z. B. Olokesusi (Ekiti South) : i\Ir 
Chairman, Sir, I have no objection to the votes 
on this Ministry of Communications and 
Aviation, but there is one obsen·ation I want 
to brin g to the ~oticc of the :\linister. 

I kno\1' that the :\Iin i:>tcr is one of the most 
troubled :\I inisters of the Federal Go1·ernment, 
(Hear, lzear) and far and wide all o1·er ~igeria 
and o\·erseas, and I know that at anv time on 
his tour he ha:> always stayed to see ·:\[embers 
of this House to confer with them and also to 
reason with them what sort of amenities and 
Postal faciliti es each and every one :\!ember 
has desired for his constituency, but I wonder 
whether the i.\:l inister has also conferred with 
the Staff of the Posts and T elegraphs Depart
ment. 

:VIore than once in th is House people ha1·e 
complained th at the Staff of the Posts and 
Telegraphs are very often not giving to the 
public the courtesy they deserve, and also the 
attention they deserve. It is embarrassing to 
see that when one goes to the Post Office, even 
when there is no congestion, that due to the 
tardiness with which these clerks do their work, 
very many hours are wasted. Not that the 
members of the public come into contact with 
this type more frequently than with the other 
types, but I would advise the !V!inister that 
when he talks he will gather the members of 
the Staff and talk to them about their morality 
and also about their courtesy and respect to the 
public with whom they come into frequent 
contact. I would expect that civility would 
reign supreme among the members of the staff 
of the Posts and T elegraphs Department. 

It is true that there is much congestion in 
1·ery many Post Offices, and it is also that the 
work of the Clerks is very try ing. It is also 

\·ery true that they come into contact with some 
\'ery obstinate members of the public, bu! 
unfortunately one does somctimes sec tha t . 
11·hen a courteous, respectful and polite person 
goes to the Post Office he does not always 
rcce i1·e th .. ,·ery best politeness, courtesy, and 
se n ·ice he dese n ·es from the staff of the Post 
Office and T elegraph Department . 

I th ink that is the only aspect where the 
l\lin iste r can help when he is on his tour. 
\\"hen, especially, he comes to a station where 
there is a big department or staff, one o r two 
meetings with these members of the staff and 
some talks to them about their behaviour to 
the public would be in place, and wou ld help 
to correct this state of affair:>. 

As I said before, it is wi th pleasure that I 
appro,·e that this \ " ote should be passed, for 
th is :\ lini:;ter is indeed very arduous and very 
diligent in his work, and I am su re no vo ice will 
he raised agains t the Vote. (Hear, hear) . 

Chie f I. S. Popoola (Owo :\orth): i\lr 
Chairman, I have no axe to grind with the 
allocation on this Head, but what I want to say 
against this Ministry is that the urban areas arc 
more developed than the rural areas. 

Before India attained her nationhood, she 
developed the rural areas as \\·ell as the urban 
areas equally. Akoko Division in 011·o :\or th 
has bee n neglected. She must be served with 
telecommu nications to connect her with Owo 
and Kabba Di1·isions. ., 

British Forces in Burma could have overcome 
the hostilities in half the time they did if the 
rural areas had been served with telecommuni
cation services and roads. So that I am to 
remind the Minister of Communication that 
services should be installed in those areas. 

That is all I have to say, Sir. 

Mr H. M. Adaji (~orth !gala): Mr Chair
man, Sir, this is a very important item. \Ve 
have noticed sad occurrences whereby the 
M inister of Communication and Aviation has 
concentrated his workings in the urban areas. 
In my constitutency, Sir, we lack postal 
communications, telecommunications, and all 
sorts of communications. vVe are aware that 
with postal services and telecommunications, 
the economy of the country is developed. With 
post offices se rving at immense interes t, you 
send letters to various consumers of local 
produce, where you understand there is a 
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1arket for them. But in my constituency, Sir, have the money to pay the workers of their 
1e Postal :\ gent there only sen·es the people telecommunications or post offices in those 
·om 5 p.m. to 6 p. m. , and this is just once a areas if their areas had not been developed. 
:eek, and where we ha,·e local messengers to 
dp us, we only ge t such-services twice a week. l\Ir Chairman, m_.people pay taxes, and 

they must get something in return. \\"hen 
\\"e have complained several times to the they say that they tour, the i\ Iinister of Com

:un:eyor, who visits just once or t,,·icc in a. year, mun ications and Aviation has been touring 
) improve the services of this Postal Agent. ove r a week, but we have never noticed his 
;othing has been done up till now. \Vhen I Parliamentary Secretary in my area. If self
arne here last August, I saw the Minister go,·ernmcnt, as ,,.e are talking of it in this 
once rned, and he promised that he would do House, should come as a reality, I do not think 
amething to improve the postal sen·ices in that the people in my constituency will enjoy 
articular area. Up till now, Mr Chariman, anything. 
othing done. This has brought me to the 
onclusion that there is a section in this House, 
•hich pays special attention to special areas, from 
;here some of the ~l i nis ters or their Parliamen
lry Sec retaries come. They do not ,·ery much 
are for people who come from the rural areas . 
am quite sure that no Government could be 

Jrmed without the help of Members from rural 
reas. But then, if our people should put us 
ere in order to put their problems before the 
'ederal Go,·e rnment, and our own Ministers 
1ould just o,·erlook our complaints, I think 
1ey are doing the worst injustice to people fro m 
1e rural areas . 

You ,,·ill remember, two years ago, a huge 
1m of money was stolen from the N.A. 
'reasury, Idah. This money could have been 
)llected if there had been telecommunication 
etween Idah and Ankpa, through where the 
>-called Abanidiegwu people had made away 
ith the money. 

This complaint was brought to this particular 
[ouse, that something must be done in order 
• prevent future recurrence. The Minister 
mcerned overlooked everything; continued 
eveloping telecommunications in Lagos, in 
)adan, Kano, Kaduna, Jos, Aba, Port Har
>urt, and other places which have already had 
:rvices, in abundance. 

I do not think that people should continue 
1ying taxes, and receive no reward for their 
.oney. \Ve do not come to ask the Govern
ent to continue paying allowances to Members 
ho come from rural areas only, without trying 

serve the people who elected them to this 
ouse, to receive august salaries. 'vVe are 
>t here for personal interes t alone ; the 
teres ts of the people in our constituencies 
ust be looked into. The Minister has forgot-
1 entirely that people pay taxes, out of which 
~y enjoy amenities, and that they would not 

Mr Chairman, Sir, as far as appointments 
are concerned, I say the inefficiency of the 
postal services in this country is due to employ
ment of b ro thers and friends of the Ministers, 
or their relat i\·es, or some polit ical leaders in 
the se rvice. 

The Minister of Communications and 
Aviation (Dr K. 0. Mbadiwe): I hope the 
hon. M ember is not talking seriously here. 

The Chairman : Order, order. am 
bound to say I must draw the hon. Member's 
attention to the fact that he was making an 
implication agains t the Minister, which I feel 
he ought to be able to sustain, if he really 
means it. 

Mr Adaji: ~Ir Chairman, Sir, if the people 
were employed and fai iwto do their duty, as 
representatives of the people, they are in a 
special place to correct these people. If such 
corrections are not forthcoming, I think that 
they are to blame. The Ministers are 
responsible for the inefficiency of some of the 
businesses in the rural areas, and claiming 
here that Ministers are not responsible, he is 
telling me to quit the House. The Minister 
concerned, Sir, I notice in very many cases, 
where papers cry against some employees of 
the Posts and Telegraphs. People get a receipt 
down there, and then when they complain 
to their Departments, no move is made in 
order to correct such anomaly. and the 
M embers of the public have no connection , 
or right to go and see the people in the offices. 

I think the ;.\linister concerned should take 
drastic action on consultation with the Heads 
of Departments, and get all these things 
eradicated, and then I think justice will be 
done to the taxpayers of the country. So 
that, if appointments should be given at all , 

(..11 (!;) 
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they should be given to those who wish to lines will be extended to my division if possible. 
take pains over business, and not the favourites I do not like the use of the words, "if poss ible" . 
or the darlings of the Gove rnment. Here, I think it is incu mbent on the Go,·ernment 
Sir, iVIr Chairman, if the posts now said to to see to it that those people who arc a unit of 
be available under this heading and said to this Federation enjoy equal ameni ties "·ith 
be given on contracts, I think such contracts the other sections of the Federation. 
should be given to N igerians. \\'e ha\·e quali
fied men who have served in this Department 
for years, and I think that they \\·ould do more 
to satisfy the taxpayers of this country than 
an expatriate, who is just accustomed to the 
way the Posts and T elegraphs in his own area 
works. Ou r people understand the workings 
in our country better than the expatriates 
from overseas. So such co ntracts, Sir, should 
be given to)\igerians. 

With these remarks, Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr S. F. Nwika (Ogoni) : i\l r Chairman, 
Sir, I rise to speak on this part of the Estimates. 
I would like to congratulate the ~Iiniste r on 
his achie,·ement so far, but I wou ld associate 
myself \\·ith the expressions _ that ha,·e been 
mao~ in this House that the pro,·ision of 
amenities in this respect has been concentrated 
in the urban areas. There has been what I 
may call a scramble for amenities for people 
living in the rural areas. I think that may be 
rightly so. 

Those of us who come from the rural areas 
are very serious over this matter. \Ve know 
that our people are suffering. \\'e know that 
most of us here come from the rural areas. 
\Ve know that every constituency is a unit of 
this Federation. We know also that all of us 
have come here to legislate in the interests 
of all the people of this country, but at the 
same time every one of us is a representative 
of a group of people. Therefore we have 
come here to speak in their interests. 

I have come from a rural area, Mr Chairman ; 
I represent a constituency, the Ogoni Division. 
One of our greatest needs there to-day is 
communications. A post office has been 
built ; there are no telecommunication facili
ties. And therefore, Sir, I am appealing to 
the Ministry to see to it that communication 
facilities are provided in the post office that 
has just been built there. The headquarters 
of my division is only 27 miles from the tele
graph lines. I therefore do not see any 
reason why it is impossible for telegraph 
wires to be extended to my division. 

In his reply to my question the other week 
the Parliamentary Secretary said that telegraph 

I also want to appeal to the Mir,ister con
cerned to pay periodic visits to my peo ple. 
think one reason why he does not co me there 
is the fact that if he comes there he will not 
ha,·e a telephone to speak to ot her people, 
he will not ha,·e the facilities for sending 
telegrams to the headquarters , and so on. 
So, I think if he provides all these it will be 
easy for him to come there, he will enjoy all 
the faciliti es that he would enjoy in big town
ships, and the sooner these facilities are 
pro,·ided the better will it be for my people. 

I support the Head, and I hope tha t these 
amenities will be provided for my people as 
soon as possible. 

The Minister of Transport (:\·I. .-\bubakar 
Tafawa Balewa) : Mr Chairman, Sir, I want 
to tell the House that I am looking after these 
Estimates on behalf of my hon. Friend and 
Colleague, the Minister of Communications 
and Aviation. Sir, it is very important for 
us to appreciate, Sir, that the point which 
some of the hon. Members complained about 
of Members from the Government Bench 
murmuring about collective responsibility is a 
very important point, Sir, whenever the 
question of a Cabinet system of government 
is talked about. 

Sir, a proper Cabinet system of government 
cannot function without collective responsi
bility, and I would like the House to know that 
when the Ministers are not here, when a 
Minister responsible for a particular subject 
is not here, other Ministers and Parliamentary 
Secretaries on the Government Bench are 
always taking down notes for him. And, in 
fact, Sir, usually after the meeting of the 
House of Representatives the speeches and 
other points made by hon. M embers are 
carefully examined by the Minister and then 
action is taken, Sir, on some of the points 
raised. And so I want to assure the House 
that although the Minister of Communications 
is not in this House to-day there is no doubt 
that all the points made will be conveyed to 
him, and there is no doubt that he himself, 

1..1 11 \ 
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Sir, will study the points raised and of course responsibility on this occasion. (Interruptions 
~tion " ·ill be taken on matters on which and cries of "No, no.") 
ttetion could be taken. I know all the Allduiah Boys 11·il! join, eYen 

Sir, I would like to answer only one point though in their own heart of hearts t.hey know 
made by an hon. Member, I think my hon. that the Ministry has not played ball. The 
Friend Chief Duro Phillips. He spoke of a Minister of Transport was very careful in his 
Nigerian who went to the United Kingdom choice of words : he did not justify the Minis
and rece i1·ed training but on his return he was ter's absence. 
not promoted. I am sorry to say that, as far He spoke as a diplomat ; he knew it was 
as the Director of Posts and Telegraphs is wrong and should ha1·e bid do\\·n the rules of 
concerned he has no knowledge of such a this House. If a Minister, "·hom you pay to 
gentleman. answer questions, is not here 11·ithout having 

Chief Duro Phillips : 1\Ir Kasunmu. :\fr permission to be absent at all, his Parliamcntan· 
E. A. Kasunmu. Secretary should be in his place. It is :1 

The Minister of Transport : The House 
will be interested to know also that in 1956-57 
the following promotions were made : 94 
people, 94 Nigerians I would sav, Sir, were 
promoted to the senior grades. Sir, o1·er 600 
from rank and file were also promoted to the 
supervisory grades. (Applause) . There is no 
doubt about the fact that the Department of 
Posts and Telegraphs is highly Nigerianised. 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun West): \\"ell , 
I want to speak on the !Vrinist ry and , briefly. I 
would like to ans1\·er the hon. the l\Iinister of 
Transport. "'e are building up parliamentary 
democracy in this country, and we all realise 
that Cabinet government is impossible without 
collective responsibility, and Cabinet govern
ment is also impossible without individual 
responsibility. Both must go together, but I 
do not know what the views of the Members of 
the Go1·ernment Bench are. I feel that, for 
the first time, this hon. House is being treated 
with contempt by a Minister : not only by the 
Minister as an individual, but by the Govern
ment too, collectively. 

The programme for this House was decided, 
the time table was decided, by the Government. 
If it was realised that the Minister of Communi
cations might not be available to-day, arrange
ments could have been made to defer the 
discussion of his own Head of the Estimates 
until the time that he would be here. (Cries of 
"Why? ~VIzy ?" by several hon. Members). 1'\ot 
only is he not here ; his Parliamentary Secretary 
too, is not here. Now, both of them are paid 
in order that they may be answerable to this 
House. If it is only a question of col!ecti1·e 
:esponsibility, why are portfolios divided at all ? 
Why did you give them separate portfolios ? 
>Vhy don't you give just only one to all of them 
ogether ? The Minister has shirked his own 

gratuitous insult to this honourable House anJ 
as far as 11·e on the Opposition siJe - I speak 
for the Opposition Bench- ·· therc may be 
collecti1·e responsibilities. speeches may he 
made and \\Titten do\\·n. \\"e kiw"· that we 
all ha1·e certain responsibilities. \\·e know too 
that there are matters within the special 
knowledge of the Minister 1d10 is responsible 
and the Parl iamentary Secretary. " ·h ich may 
not be within the knowledge of otht:r :.\Iinisters, 
collective responsibilities, not11·ithstanding; anJ 
as such, we lmuld not waste th e time of this 
House and the other Heads of th e Estimates 
dealing 11·ith this , and we assure the House that 
we would not interfere. Any day that he 
chooses to be here, if the opportunity presents 
itself, we may raise such questions and we 
would wish IYith all humility and with defe
rence, that this be the last occasion on which 
the Government would treat this House with 
such contempt. 

If any Minister is going-to be away, let it be 
arranged for his Parliamentary Secretary to be 
present in the House, the two of them should 
not be away at one and the same time. What 
do we pay them for ? . Suppose we need the 
services of the Controller of the Posts and 
Telegraphs-he is absent, nobody sees him, 
and so the Minister of Communications would 
be the first person to say that he is absent 
without permission and the penalty is dismissal. 
If we cannot dismiss him, I will state that it is 
immoral for the Minister to be away ; it is 
immoral, for the Parliamentary Secretary to be 
away. 

Mr Chairman : You have a funm· iJea of 
what is immoral. "Shameful" wo~lJ be a 
better word. 

Chief Akintola : It is disgracefu l, it is 
shameful, I agree with you. (Some hon. 
iVlembers : Aiding and abetting.) 

(~38) 
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The Chairman :Order, order. There must 
be less interruption ; interruptions like these 
waste time and we ha\·c 1·en· little time thi :> 
morning, we ha1·c a lot of ~leaJ; . \\"hen we 
spoke of 60+, Posts and Telegraphs, last y(;·~· 
certain particulars 11·erc taken to challenge the 
:'>·Iinistcr on Posts and Telegraphs and it might 
happen again this yea r. 

Chief Akintola : I am deeply grateful to the 
Chairman, bec:~u se I am not go ing to exhaust 
all my ammun:tion; it may be that the ;\Iinister 
would be here when 1rc come t•> the proper 
Head of the Estimates but I a;;u re the Chair
man and also the House that 11 c shall no longer 
co ntribute to the other HeaJs under this 
;\Iinistcr, unless he is here. 

The Minister of Labour and Welfare 
(Chief F. S. Okotic-Eboh) : :\I r Chairman, Sir 
r am IWY g rateful that I am .l!!owcJ to say a 
few 11·ords in contribution to· thi; Debate. Sir, 
I ha1·e alwa1·s held the rie11· that those 1d1o li 1·e 
in glass houses should not throw stones. I 
ll'ant to say, Sir, that it is certainly (Interruption) 
without wasting time, Sir, I must say that I 
agree i'1 deta il anJ fullv 11·ith the :\Iiniste r of 
' l'ransport for the expianation 11·hich he has 
gi1·en to this honourable Hou;c. and I think 
commo n-sense dictates that, 11·hcn an explana
tion of this kind is gi1·en, people who consider 
themselves intelligent or intellectual, should be 
able to reason 11·ith people . 

dealing with all these present .. Heads of the 
Estimates. · 

The Minister of Labour and Welfare : I 
11·ant to say, Sir, in conclusion, to assure the 
Leader of the Opposition and people who may 
think like him, that the !.\Iinister of Communica-
tions anJ Asiation is not an irresponsibl e 
;\Iinistcr and lacking in hi:; duties but that he 
is a most respectful and respon:; ible citizen of 
.'\igeria. 

M. Maitama Sule (Kano City): Speaking 
of this Head Sir, it is all very well to annoucc 
proposals in the House and programmes 11·hid1 
may be bold to cn;ryone of us, with \l·hich 11·c 
may all be very pleased-it is one thing to 
an nounce these things and another to execu te 
them. 

Sir, the :\-Iiniste r of Communications and 
A1·iations has attached his own responsibility to 
lav down the policy and to tell us what pro
cr;ammcs he ha:; , 11·hich he wants to be executed 
bv the exccuti1·c staff of his Ministry. It i:; the 
d~tv of the executive staff, of course und~r the 
sup~rvision of the i\[inister of Communications 
and Aviations, to carry out those programmes, 
no matter how di tfi.cult the programmes m.1y bc . 
\\ic must realise, Sir, that it is the duty of such 
people to execute the policy, and when we ask 
how best this policy could be executed, in my 
humble opinion, Sir, I think it C3n be best done 
by making excellent arrangements whereby the 
people will have satisfactory service and good 

I wish to inform the House, Sir, that if there 
is anything immoral or disgraceful that has 
ever been practised in this House by any 
Minister, it is certainly not the fault of the 
Minister of Communications, who during the 
present sitting of this House, went to Warri to 
perform the ceremony of this House. (Hear, 
hear). 

-:::onditions of service and whereby all members 
of the staff of the P. and T. may not be ol·er
worked. 

The Chairman : That is pa;t history and is 
not relevant. 

The Minister of Labour and Welfare : 
l\lr Chairman, Sir, I agree that past history is 
not necessary but sometimes I feel that it is 
relevant ; but I shall go to the present history 
again, Sir. I shall say to this House that it is 
true that when the Leader of the Opposition was 
1\Iinistcr of Labour, he was more at Ogbomosho 
than in his office. There is e1·idence that he 
has stayed in his house at Ikoyi and was running 
away to Ogbomosho and other places. 

Chief Akintola : I seek your protection, Sir. 
The LcaJcr of the Opposition i; not , [ am not, 

But let us ask ourselves, we have been criti
cising this Department a great deal, are the 
people over-worked? The answer is, "yes". · 
I have heard on authority, Sir, that these 
Minister's boys on the counter;. who are always 
the vocal point of criticism, have always been 
over-worked. One man sells the stamps, he 
sells the Postal Orders and sometimes perhaps 
he receives telegrams. In this situation Sir .. 

The Chairman : I do not believe anybody 
in this House is very interested. 

M. Maitama Sule : It is the Minister of 
Communications and Aviation, Sir. I would 
like the Minister, therefore, to probe into this 
and I reserve my statement until we come to 
that Head. 

Mr T. 0. S. Benson (Lagos West) : Mr 
Chairman, it is my duty Sir, to remind !\!embers 
tklt we must go up to Head 38 to-day and we 

(439) 
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ha\·e only about two hours more to go. I in spite of that unit of work system of app;~·ing 
therefore at this stage mo\·e, That the question a Post Office, that a part cannot be greater than 
be now put. the whole. A whole District must recei,·e 

Question, That the question be now put, put pre~ence over any part of it . This is an 
ami agreed to. elementary theorem in mathematics and it is 

Question put according0' and agreed to. jw;rifi_ed in building a Post Office for Aguata 
Dtstnct pursuant to the policy of th e Minister 
expressed on the Floor of this House last year. HL\D 30-PoSTS Ai-iD TELEGRAPHS 

Question proposed, That £3,893,960 f or 
f-Iead 30-Posts and Telegraphs-stand part of 
'he Schedule. 

Mr F. U. Mbakogu (Awka): Mr Chairman, 
I move to reduce the Head by £10. 

:\ow, I have been mandated by my people to 
!X press their dissatisfaction over the work of the 
"osts and Telegraphs Department in Awka 
)ivision . The people have mandated me to 
;how the amount of persecution and injustice 
n the matter of a Post Office for Aguata 
)istrict. Time and again here I have brought 
he question courageously irrespective of its 
·ffect on my life as a politician. I have ah,·ays 
·ehemently opposed the building of a Post 
)ffice for a part of the District leaving the 
)istrict Headquarters, which is at variance with 
he expressed policy of the Minister last year 
·n a Private iVIember's motion by Mr G. 0. D. 
;neh, ~Iember for Udi, when the Minister had 
ccasion to say that it was the expressed policy 
f his Department that preference would be 
iven to Divisional, District and Native 
.uthority headquarters in matters of tele
ommunications. But I am sorry to say that 
lis bold and courageous policy has been 
reatly deviated from in Aguata District of 
.wka Division. Times without number I have 
tken all possible steps to see that justice was 
)ne to this District. 

The population of Aguata is in the neighbour
)Oci of 148,000. There are eighteen Postal 
gencies in the District, all built with commu
itv labour and monev. Times I have been 
·ld that the unit of work at Aguata is less than 
te unit of work at Ajalli, but it is surprising 
>W that could be, and I discovered that it was 
planned manoeuvre by a Civil Servant who 
rtunately comes from Ajalli in the Department 
· P. and T. He is a Regional Survevor at 
:mgu and he planned the scheme for the 
~ople so that all the people living abroad from 
at section of the District had to buy their 
•stal orders and stamps from the Postal 
~ency at Ajalli to swell the number of units 
work in that Postal Agency. But I must sa~·. 

\\'ell, I must say that there are manv reasons 
11 ~y a Post Office shrmld be built a't Aguata 
Dtstnct hcarlquarters. First of all, it is 
necessary to erect it there for administ rati,·e 
convenience. Now, several times there might 
be occasion when tht're will he need for uraent 
despatches or urgt:ut calls and telephone~ or 
other things like that to help facilitate the 
process of accelerating Government work in the 
District. Unless there is a Departmental Post 
Office at Aguata, this might he hampered to 
some extent, causing occasional harm to the 
communitv. Well, geographically, Aguata is 
the centre of the District. Some of the 
Ministers who have travelled to that place know 
that it is the centre of the District and the 
centre of population. The section where the 
District headquarters is situated has a popula
tion of 99,000 as against 48,000 of the other part 
of this District. 

vVell, if you come to communications, Aguata 
is the centre of roads. You have a road from 
Aw_ka \~ere you have the Post Office, Nnewi, 
Omtsha, Orlu and the rest of it. And economic
ally, it the Government wants to save our 
hard-earned money, a Post Office should be 
built at Aguata because already you have got 
telephone lines passing across Aguata just at the 
front of the Postal Agency which I wanted to 
be converted into a Departmental Post Office. 
It is unheard of that the Government will spend 
the taxpayers' money to construct new lines to a 
village eleven miles away, lea,·ing the centre of 
population and the administrative centre which 
has already got telephone lines across it, 
unserved with a Post Office. That is unwar
ranted injustice if it is executed, and I will 
~t::md. on my legs at an.y time to challenge the 
lllJUSttce done to my Dtstri<.:t. 

Now, again I must say that the method of 
judging conversion of a ·Postal Agency into a 
Post Office by units of work is obsolete. It is 
an old policy and I want the Government to 
change that policy just as the British chanaed 
their old colonial policy and replaced it with ~ne 
which has been rliscovered as a result of 
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experience from day to day happenings. You 
do not get units of \\·ork e'\cept you ha,·e a 
Post Office there. I want the Post Office to be 
built first and then expect people to transact 
business. And the Government must remem
ber that if they don't build a Post Office there 
because the units of work are low, according 
to them, they are punishing the people for 
usi ng their initiative to build the Post Agencies 
there and with their own money. If that " ·as 
not done, they could have got accumulation of 
units of work in that one Postal .-\gency. So 
that I want this central Departmental Post 
Office at the District Headquarters to sen·e 
all the eighteen Postal Agencies in the District, 
and all the units of work of the combined 
eighteen Postal Agencies are the combi ned 
units of work of that Aguata Post Office. 

:\ow, I must say that last year as a result of 
a question I put to the Minister, I was promised 
that a D~partmental Post Office would be 
built at Aguata. It was only the site that was 
the stumbling block and the ~Iini ste r promised 
that an inquiry would be held to determine 
the site. On two occasions we were told that 
the Minister from the East would hold the 
inquiry. I am sorry to say that I opposed 
that from the beginning, in the office of the 
Pri,·ate Secretary and with the Minister. 
Sti ll, he told me that there is divis ion of 
labour and that the Eastern Regional Minister 
would undertake that. 

Well, my point was that it is a Federal 
responsibility and I wouldn't like a Regional 
Minister to interpret that policy for the Govern
ment, for if the Government fails on that it 
will be the responsibility of the Government 
of this Federation and not that of the Region. 
I protested, and I still protest, that it is this 
central Minister of Communications and 
Aviation or his Parliamentary Secretary or 
Private Secretary or Adviser on Posts and 
Telegraphs that should come to Aguata to 
investigate the question of the site for the 
Post Office, whether it should be at Aguata 
District headquarters, pursuant to the expressed 
policy, or at Ajalli which is a town of 1,400 
people. 

Now, leaving that I must say that it is not 
necessary to hold an inquiry, for if it is not 
settled at Aguata, then it is a deviation and 
justifies indignation, because it is against the 
expressed policy of the Go,·emment which is 

· to give Districts and :\ ati,·e .-\uthorities, 

postal facilities. It is on this account, Sir, 
that I want to humbly register my protest that 
there is not the slightest necessity to hold a 
commission of inquiry to settle the question of 
where a site for a Post Office should be. 
Government has alreadY made it clear what the 
policy on this n1atter should be, and that 
policy, I say, should not be deviated from. 

I want to say, that Go,·e rnmt:nt has instigated 
the present situation and I must say that there 
is something like a war the re now, which has 
brought ,he people in .-\jalli area to ask for a 
sub-District, because thev see actually that 
the other area has a · better right o,·er 
the Post Office because it is the Headquarters 
of the whole district, and nobodv from that 
District either a village or an ordinary indi,·i
dual, has challenged the right of that place to 
be the Headquarters. It took a lot of time 
and discussion before the question of the 
site of the District Headquarters was decided. 
But once that was done there was no need to 
carry the amenities for the whole community 
to a section which is out of the way, which has 
bad roads, impassable roads during the rainy 
season. 

!'vir Chairman, I would like these points to 
be taken into consideration. FortunatelY, 
even though the Minister is not here, h.is 
adviser is here, and the Director is here. 
Aguata has many advantages over Ajalli in 
this matter. The first one (I am summarising) 
is- its central position. It is the centre of the 
population, and the centre of roads coming 
from anywhere, whether it is from Enugu, 
Awka, Nnewi, Onitsha, Orlu, Owerri or from 
Port Harcourt-you must first of all pass 
through the District Headquarters to any 
other place you may wish to go to. If a 
Post Office is to be built at Ajalli then the 
the Postal Agents will have to go there from 
Aguata to Ajalli then back again to Aguata 
before reaching home. 

Next is the question of telephones. Tele
phone wires have already passed through the 
Postal Agency at Aguata. If a new Post Office 
is going to be built at Ajalli, it means that new 
telephone lines will have to be erected for Ajalli, 
and that will be the end of it. Telephone 
lines have passed through Aguata to Aro
Ndizuogu and Orlu, and it would be good if all 
the Postal Agencies along this route were 
served with telephone communications. After 
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all there is a precedent for this. You have only way out otherwise we shall be coming 
Awka whe:-e the District H eadquarters of here every year to ask for post offices, and 
:\jikoka Dist rict has a Departmental Pos t continually we shall be told that our postal 
O~lice : at Ogicl i for the !\"orthern District agencies do not do enough business to warrant 
in Onitsha vou h<n-e a Post Office : at :\newi a con vers ion into post offices. So the li rst 
:\orthern o"istrict, you have a Post Office and thing to be done, Sir, is to reduce the number 
at Orlu vou have a ·Post Office for the District by, say, fifty per cent if possible. 
Headqu~rte rs : at Okigwi you have one : at 
Awau you ha,·e one, so that Aguata should 
not 

0 

be an exception, and I \\·ould like the 
GO\·ernment to think about this seriously 
and pacify me, for unless and until it is done, 
I will not rest. 

Amendment p roposed, Tha t H ead 30 be red/iced 
by £ 10. 

Mr Jalo '\Yaziri (Gombt:). : i\lr Chairman, 
Sir, I wish to take this opportunity to express 
my gratitude to the i\linister of Communica
tions and Aviation for his proposal to extend 
telephone communication facilities from Jos 
to Bauchi and Gombe. In view of the fact 
that these facilities are urgently needed I 
would like the Minister to see-to its speedy 
implementat ion. 

Also, Mr Chairman, I \\"O uld like to point 
)Ut to the Minister that Kumo, Bajoga and 
\Tafada in Gombe Division need Postal 
1\gencies, and I would like him to consider 
:he establishment of these in the near future . 

:\ Ir Chairman , Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr L. L. Lakunle (Oyo North) : 1\'Ir 
:hairman, Sir, in supporting this amendment 

would like the D epartment to know its 
mportance to us all . It is a very important 
) cpartment to us in this House. Perhaps it is 
he most important Department . .. . (lnterrup
tons). Yes, I know what I say. I am respon
ible for what I say on the Floor of this House, 
nd I say emphatically that we do not need 
ower, as much as we need post offices, in the 
1ral areas. vVe do need power in some 
laces, but we need post offices almost 
verywhere. 

Everytime we come here, Sir, and ask for 
)St offices we are told that in our particular 
·ea, the amount of business conducted in our 
·ea, is not sufficient to justify the com·ersion 
' postal agencies into post offices. I \~as 
·liably informed that the number of umts 
quired is about 18,000. Well the only 
•lution to this will be to reduce the number 
•nsiderably. That seems to me to be the 

I come from a place \\·here \\·e ha.ve four 
District Council Headquarters, Oyo :\orth. 
More than half the population of the " ·hole 
of Oyo Division arc there , but m.: do not cn.: n 
have a single post office. This is ,·cry bad ! 
There is one thing that I 1\"0 uld like to t:xplain 
to the Government and ma,·b~: the Director 
of Posts and T e!t:grap hs. 'I'h..: reason why 
postal agencies do not appear to do enough 
business is-well , I will take a certain postal 
agency in my constituency, Sir, as an example . 
Shaki Postal Age ncy. l\lost of tht: peopk 
in Shaki trade with G hana and the neighbour
ing French territory. They transact a lot of 
business in grounclnuts with that territory. 
They also transact a lot of busi ness through the 
post offices but they know that if any money 
is sent to them from say, Ghana, they will 
ha\·e to wait for a period of any thing up 
to three months before they can cash their 
money. 

So they prefer to send their money to thei r 
friends in Lagos or their friends at lbadan 
or their relati,·es at Ovo, and so on. That 
is one of the reason why ·the business conducted 
there will not justify' the conversion of the 
postal agency into a post office. But I am 
quite sure that once a post office is built there, 
even the Government ... -ill be surprised at the 
volume of business that will be conducted 
there. 

Not only there. \\"e have other places in 
Oyo North where most of the people are 
traders in Ghana and the British West African 
Territories, places like Igbeti and Kishi. 
When these people want to send money home, 
they choose to send the money to llorin in 
order to facilitate the cashing of the money. 
So these are just the reasons why the business 
conducted in these different postal agencies 
appears to be insufficient for cOtn-ersion of 
the postal agencies into post offices. 

I will appeal to the Minister to make a 
country-wide tour so that he may see for 
himself what the people in the rural areas 
need. If he can undertake such a country
wide tour, [ am sure that he will be able to 

(+12) 

House of R epresentatives Debates 

S37 [Tize 1957-58 .·lppropriatiun Bill ] 15 :'. lARCH 1957 [Commillee ) SJS 

know where the people really need a post to a District in mv Division is 63 miles away. 
office and where they just ask for it for mere I think hon. Jaja.Wachuk~_km>ws the p!acc. 
asking. I can remember, Sir, ahQIH a month ago 

H ere in this House I 3111 quite sure that if somebody posted an amount of money to his 
the :.VIinister asks us to ,·o tc any amount of mother \vho was living about :>3 miks from 
money for building post offices in rural <!'reas, the Headquarters. Before th e lady reached 
\\·e will be pre pared to support the Vote, the Headquarters to cash this money and go 
because a greater percentage of us come from through all these transactions, she found herself 
rural areas· and all of us need post offices in with no aid. If it is possible, Si r, to butld 
our places. So I wou ld li ke the Go,·c rnment postal agenci~s ir: th~ rural areas. [ think th:re 

"d · is one wav ot dnmrr It and that IS by but!dmg to give serious const eratwn to our requests . ~ 
fti them ncar the people. If you go to so me 

for post o ces in ru ra l areas. oost offices ,·ou see a lot of letters heaped 
\\.hen the Go,·e rnor-Gcncral made a tour ;,·ithout any effort to distribute them. It i> not 

of mv area just a fc\\· " ·eeks ago, he himself nece:'sarih· that the staff is not enough in the 
expressed surprise that a place as " ·ide as that post 0 ffic~s. but some of them actually was te 
and containing so many pt:ople does not ha,·e their time by reading papers in the offict:. ~o 
a single pos t office, how much less telephone I think this is something that should he ln<Jked 
hcilities . So, I "·ould like the Go,·ernmcnt into. I would like the l\linister til issue 
to harken to our warni ngs. instructions to all the po:<t offices in the courttn· 

There is a small telephone at Iseyin. \Yhcn- that no reading of newspapers is allo\l·ecl 
ever the Divisional Officers use it, it makes during office hours. 
such a noise that can ten·if,· this House. I 
would appeal to the :VIiniste.r to impro,·e this Mr Chairman, Sir, that is why I say it is 
telephone and supply more for other ~laces verv >!OOd to stop these people frOJll reading 
in the area. In view of the time that 1s far papers because by wasting their time reading 

newspapc:rs in the office you find that ,·ery spent, I beg to support. 1 11 h · 
many people are not ab e to co. ect t etr 

M. Abdu Sule (~orth \\'es t Idoma) : Mr mails in time. Not onl v that, S1r. Some 
Chairman, Sir, this is a ,-ery important Depart- letters are returned to the towns of origin 
ment , that is why \\·e all express ou r ,-jews on it. without any effort being made to disco ,·er the 

In the first place, S ir, I would like to say addressees. That is something which worries 
th at the :\[i nister of Communications and e\·erybcdy in the rural areas. 
Aviation has never toured my constituency. Finallv, Sir, that post office is, as I said 
I do not wish to accuse the i\Iinistry of iP- earlier, ~ery small indeed and needs extension. 
efficiencv, but when I came here last year, Sir, It was built in those days mainly for commu
I spoke. to the Minister about the need for nicating with headquarters, but now the town 
postal agencies in my constituency. The is enlaraing and there are very many people 
Division is composed of about 500,000 people. wishing '\ 0 make use of this post office. When 
We have a very small pos t office which was they come to transact business some of these 
built as far back as 1924. It is not now able people are delayed and the Postmaster there, 
to cope with the transactions because the who has no assistance, is always very busy 
town has extended politically and commercially running here and there thereby keeping the 
too. Therefore, it is a very good thing if he, people waiting for a long time. The sooner 
the Minister, would find time to come to the this is remedied the better. I beg to support. 
Division and see for himself. It is onlv when 
somebody goes out himself that he will know t~c Mr T. 0. S. Benson (Lagos West) : Ro~e 
things the people need, as is expressed tn in his place and claimed to move, That the 
this H ouse by their representatives. I am Question be now put. 
very sorry to repeat it again, Sir, that the 
i\'Iinister or any other member of the Ministry 
has ne,·e r toured my Division. I think that 
is somewhat bad. 

Secondly. Sir, the people in the rural areas 
must be given preference as far as this is con
ccrnecl. For examp le, the nearest pos t office 

Question, That tlte Question be now put, put 
and c.greed to. 

Question, Tltat £3,893,960 for Head 30-
Posts and Telegraphs- stand pr1rt of tlte Scltedulc, 
put accordingly and agreed to. 

Sitting mspendetl. 

(H3) 
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S'ilting rt•wmed. 
Qr1rstion proposed, Tha t the sw1t of £ 227,680 

'ur Head 31- ;h-iation-stand part of the 
')chedule. 

Mr E. C. Akwiwu (Or!u) : Sir, I beg to 
no1·e to ka,·e out sub-head 7 of H ead 31. 

am mo,· ing this Amendment, Sir, in order 
o draw the attention of the Ministry to the 
ubstance of sub-head 7, that is Fire and Crash 
'ehiclt:s : maintenance and running costs. 

~Ir Chairman, Sir, the importance of fire 
ght ing equipment in our air ports cannot 
e 01-er emphasized, and I believe that in 
m1:e of the air ports in this country fire fighting 
JUtpments are merely treated as part of tht: 
·naments of the air fields , with very little 
gard to the etfecti1·eness of those equipments. 
can recall an instance, Sir, during the tour 
the Niinister of Communications and Avia
n at Port Harcourt, when we were all taken 
the air port to see our air port staff at work. 
te of the highlights of the occasion, S ir, 
s a demonstration by the fire fighting staff 
~ he airport. 

fhe employees responsible lined up smartly 
their uniforms ; their fire fighting vehicle 
; rolled out, and at the signal everyone of 
m jumped to his proper place on the vehicle. 

the vehicle refused to start, Sir ! It 
;: a lot of trouble by the driver but the kick 
ter just could not respond. It took about 
nty minutes before there was any effective 
tion from the engine, and when it did 
t anyone with an average knowledge of 
working of the motor vehicle would have 
vn that, from the beginning to the end, 
!thing was wrong. They did everything 
:ble but the vehicle just would not move. 

1e can imagine what would have happened 
e event of a crash, since these things do 
.appen with any lengthy notice or warning 
.e fire fighting service. Therefore, Sir, 
that as an illustration I would submit 

:hese fire fighting services should not be 
ied as mere ornaments at any airport, 
hat sufficient care shQuld be taken to 
! that they are in working condition. 

Chairman, I beg to move. 
?ndment proposed. 
mdment put and negatived. 

Akwiwu : Mr Chairman, Sir, I beg 
'e to leave out sub-head 15 of Head 31. 
feel that our air fields, particularly the 

international air ports in this country, are very 
much in the limelight. They are places 
where visitors and tra\·ellers have their .very 
first impressions of this country. -:''.gain, 
speaking from personal experience, Sir, it 
makes a great deal of change-and it is a matter 
for j~jry great disappointment-for one leaving 
the air field at Tripoli after seeing the staff 
there, the ground staff, the receptionists, all 
well dressed in their uniforms, and then 
landing at the air port at Kano one sees very 
poorly clad waiters and receptionists at the 
Reception Room, and in fact at e\·ery other 
section of the air port. 

I am not levelling it as a charge against 
any M embers of this House. I am saying 
what I saw myself; and this happened last 
August. I arrived at the air port, Sir, and found 
that some of the staff at the air port Reception 
Room did not have uniforms which were in 
keeping with the sort of uniforms one finds 
in other parts of the world. vVe do not mean 
that perhaps they should be clad in most 
unfavourable types of black uniform ; but that 
they should be clad in a smart and respectable 
uniform. Their uniforms should be some
thing attractive ; they should impress one in 
order that a good first hand impression may 
be conveyed to visitors to this country at the 
first time. 

I am respectfully suggesting, Sir, that we 
reduce the vote on this sub-head so that the 
Ministry should explore the possibilities of 
providing our ground staff here with the most 
suitable ~es of uniforms, portraying dignity 
and respect for our country. 

Sir, I beg to move. 
Amendmmt proposed. 
Amendment put and negatived. 

Several hon. Members : Only Mr 
Akwiwu! 

Mr Chairman : There is in Westminster a 
power for the Chairman or Speaker to select 
Amendments. As no ~uch power exif.ts out 
here I cannot do it. If Amendments are put 
down in a stream I have to call everyone. 
Some Members may feel that that give3 rather 
an advantage to a person who puts down a 
gtring of Amendments, but I have no power to 
do anything about it. 

Mr Akwiwu : Mr Chairman, I do not move, 
but following your remark, Sir, I want to be 
asgured that the fact that I put down an Amend
ment is not in an~· way to be portrayed as 
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securing for myself an undue advantage over 
other i\Iembers to have a say. 

Mr Chairman : ::\ot at all. I hope the hon. 
l\Iember did not fee! that I wa;; making am· 
definite prononncemcnt against him. It is 
just a fact that I am bound to call the hon. 
i\tlember, although it seems unfa1·ourahle to 
othe r~ . 

Original Question n5ain prop?sed. 
Alhaji Abdulkadiri Makama (Central 

Zaria) : Mr Chairman, Sir , much as I prefer 
to support Head 31, Ci,·i l .-\s iation, 11·ithout 
raising any poi nt at all , I feel that by doing so I 
shall be failing in my duty to the many thousands 
of people in Zaria ,,-ho supported my election 
to this honourable House. I consider it a very 
great pity that the hon . Minister of Communica
tions and Aviation i,; not at this moment in the 
House for, Mr Chairman, I do want to speak 
about a most neglected air port in the whol e of 
this federation -Zaria .-\irport . Zaria, Sir, 
is what we in Northern ::\igeria say it is-it is 
an important centre of learning. 

In Zaria, to mention but a fe11·, tb ere is the 
famous Institute of .-\dministrarion, where old 
techniques of local administration, including 
the Judiciary, are taught at Kongo. There is 
the famous Headquarters of the Region's 
Agricultural Department at Samaru. There 
is a branch of the College of Am, Science and 
Technology, at Y d11·a. There is a big Govern
ment College at T ukur , there is the 
G askiya Corporation and the Headquarters of 
the Region's Adult Education Department at 
Tudun Jukun. In short, Mr Chairman, Zaria 
is so full of institutions, Government, Native 
Administration and pri,·ate, that it would take 
me several more minutes to enumerate them. 
Mr Chairman, Zaria is also a very important 
railway junction-trains from Lagos, Kano, 
Gusau and Jos are constantly rumbling their 
way into Zaria station; so you can see, Sir, 
Zaria is also a big centre of trade. 

To turn to the question of the airport, there 
is one in Zaria. There is no cloubt ag to that, 
but it i3 so neglected and discarded that the 
farmers in the vicinity begin to look at it as 
potential good farmland. I can sav, without 
any fear or doubt, that the reawn mostly gil·en 
for neglecting the Zaria airport is that it becomes 
waterlogged during the rainy season. It may 
be so, but is this our fault? It certainly is 
the ~ault of the Government. If the atrport is 
repatred and brought up to date properly, there 
Will be no question of its becoming waterlogged. 

i\[r Chairman, Sir, we in Zaria are gett ing 
fed up with the present situation. If 11·e want 
to tn11·el by air we ha1·c to go either to Kaduna 
or Kano. \\'e ll, Zaria dema nds most st rongly 
that our airport be repa ired and brought up to 
the requ ired standard:; . We resent this 
apparent conspiracy to belittle Zaria. If the 
present site is not suitahk let anothe r one be 
selected and a r. ew airport built. 

Mr Chairman, I beg to support. 
Mr E. 0. lmafidon (Benin East) : I ha1·e 

a li tt le comment to make. I will w ngratubte, 
Sir, the Niinister of Communica tions and 
A\·iation for all that he has clone for Benin 
City and Benin Division, pro1·iding an aero
drome in Benin City, but I will say this, that 
there is more room for improve ment. The 
aerodrome requires a reception room and 
transport to convey passengers to and from 
the ae rodrome to the town. This, :\Ir Chair
man, is highly desirable for the people of 
Benin. 

As I have said, in order to sa1·e time, I wan t 
to make it known that it is the wish of my 
people. Mr Chairman, I beg to support. · 

The Minister of Transport (M. Abubakar 
Tafawa Balewa) : Mr Chairman, Sir, speaki ng 
on this Head generally, I would like to refe t 
to a few points raised by some hon. Members. 
The hon . :\[r Akwiwu, Sir, raised the question 
of the fire- fight ing equipment. I th:r!k m •: 
hon . Co.league, the ;\Iinister of Communica
tion, was here when he 11·as speaking about 
safety measures on aerodromes-spoke of this 
fire-fighting equipment at some length, and 
ll.on. _Men:bers were aware that fire-fighting 
machmes m the Kano Aerodrome were found 
very effective during the last Kano air disaster. 
I think everybody praised the work of the 
people in bringing the fire under control. 

No1v, the hon. Member, Sir, from Zaria, 
Alhaji Abdulkadiri Makama, spoke of the 
aerodrome in Zaria. vVe should not forget, 
Sir, that Zaria is only about 50 miles from 
Kaduna. The aerodrome in Kaduna is more 
or less an international aerodrome, though it 
has not actually become an international 
aerodrome, but it is, I think, an important 
aerodrome, and the plane service in Zaria is 
not as much as it should be to justify the 
constructing of a bigger aerodrome to compare 
with the one in Kaduna, or in Kano. 

Now, some hon. Member, Sir, also mentioned 
the question of uniform for 11·hat you m'ght 

(445) 

I 
I 
I 



i-touse of R epres<nrarives D ebares 

HJ [Th<i 1957-58 Appropriation Bill] 15 1\ IARCH 1957 [CommilteeJ SH 

call the stewards, in different aerodromes, 
possibly in Kano and Lagos, and suggested 
that they shou ld be the same uniform, or 
;hould be as smart as the stewards who arc 
;een in Tripoli or in London, or in other parts 
1f the world. I would like to tell the hon. 
\!ember, Sir, that that is the responsibility 
1f the Civil :hiation Department, and possibly 
he hon. :.\-Iember will note this and it wi ll be 
)ropcrly passed on to the proper quarters. 

Mallam Bello Dandago, Sarkin Dawaki 
South Wt:st Central Kano): Mr Chairman, 
iir, the hon. Alhaji Abdulkadiri Makama 
:omplai ns that there is very litt le that has been 
lone in his airport at Zaria. Sir, I am from 
(ano : I am saying that I am of the view that 
tio much is being done alone to the airport 
t Kano. Too much. (lntermption. ) Oh, 
es. Sir, there are other places in Kano; there 
; the post office and other places of Federal 
:sponsibility, but experience, especially during 
1e last two years, has shown that a most sub
·antial sum -is votect and spent exclusi1·ely on 
1e aerodrome at Kano. \Yell, it is our fate 
tat it is international- we can't help it. But 
is too dange rously ncar the town, Sir. 

I know it is too late now, but I think we had 
:·:c:· mJkc h;~ ·: wh ile the sun shines. I think 
I the necessary precautionary measures should 
: taken when there is time, because we do 
)t know the political situation-being what 
is, anything can happen overnight. I beg 
support . 

Question, That the Question be now put, put 
·d agreed to. 

H EAD 32.-METEOROLOGY 

Que,·tion proposed, That £178,990 for Head 
-i'vl eteorology-stand part of the Schedule. 

Question put and agreed to. 

HEAD 33.-FI:-IANCIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE 

Question proposed, That £44,790 for H ead 33 
Financial Secretary's Office-stand part of the 
lzedule. 

Mr L.A. Lawai (Ibadan West): Mr Chair
n, Sir, at every Budget Session it has been 
fate of the Financial Secretary responsible 
the preparation of the year's Estimates to 

e either stiff criticism of the Members of this 
use or to have a chorus of encomiums 
wered on him according to the merit or the 
:1eri t of the Estimates presented before us. 
:urally, Sir, the Financial Secretary, like 

any other human being for that matter, cannot 
judge or assess the merit o r demerit of his own 
wo rk in this n:spect. Such cou ld be better 
done by the :\[embers of this House who are 
now confronted with the realiti<.:s of the present 
dispensation. 

If, of course, credit should be gi1·en where it 
is due, I wish to say, Sir,. that the Financial 
Secretary has acquitted himself creditably as 
an intellige nt Financial Secretary. :.\[r Chair
man, Sir, the Financial Secretary actu<lliy 
deserves our thanks not onh· because he has a 
comprehensive kn01dedgc ~f the work he is 
doing, but also because he has used such 
comprehensin: knowledge to produce such an 
estimate which had won for him the spon
taneous o1·ation and applause of almost all the 
:\!embers of this House. iVIr Chairman, Sir, 
I wish to warn, of cou rse seriously too, that any 
expatriate officer who wishes to come to this 
House to enjoy the smil ing cou ntenance of the 
Members of this House must follow the foot
ste ps of the Financial Secretary. But any 
expatr iate officer whose correspo nding duties 
fai l to just ify his pay wi ll come here only to 
behold the ferocious visages of the :.\kmbers 
of this House. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, I ha\·e a point fo r the 
Financial Secretary and I would like him to 
elaborate on it when he is respondi ng. If 1 am 
not mistaken, Sir, I think Banking is under the 
portfolio of the Financial Secretary. No 
doubt he would agree with me that it is his duty 
not only to work on figures, or check accounts, 
but also to have his department cleared when 
that depart.!Jlent is impeached. 

Mr Chairman, there were some allegations 
made in the Western House of Assembly. Two 
of these allegations were the concern of this 
Government and of the Financial Secretary in 
particular. With the permission of the Chair
man I \l·ould like to read, Sir, the "Daily 
Times" of December 22, 1956, the relevant 
portions : "That a total of £7,000,000 had been 
diverted by the Action Group Government 
and its agencies into the National Bank over a 
period of years and that in this transaction the 
Premier did not inform the Executive Council 
and the other Ministers. That in explaining 
the investment of £1 ,000,000 by the Marketing 
Board in the l\" a tiona! Bank, the Premier did 
not explain ll'hen the decision was taken and 
whether the decision was taken by the Executi1·e 
Counci l". :\"ow, when these allegations were 
made by the M embers of the Opposi tion ... . 
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The Chairman : I am sorry if I did not of the substantial sources of investing capital 
hear what the !\!ember is saying; is he not in the U nited ~ingdom is the li fe funds of 
t;tlking about the \\'estern Region? insurance comp.1n ies , the la rge insurance 

companies . I t is also, I think, known that to 
Mr Lawai : I am referring to banking as a assist the bui lding up of such funds the United 

Federal matter. lll' f Kingdom Go1-ernment gives a pre erential rate 
The Chairman : In the Federal T erritory ? of tax on such funds . Since it would be in the 

• ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun \\'est): On a interes ts of :\"igeria that similar funds were 
point of explanation, Sir: is the conduct of the built up which would be available for capital 
Premier of the \\"estern Region a Federal im·estment in this country, it is hoped that if 
subject ? and when, as we hope, the L" nited Kingdo m 

Go1·e rnment changes its own tax laws to 
Mr Lawai : Banking. enable suitable adjustment to be made in 
Mr J aja Wachuku (.\ba) : On a point vf :\"igeria, the Financial Secretary will not fail to 

order. Banking is on the Exclusi1·e List , and take th is particular item into account. 
it is included in the responsibility of the Mr Jaja Wachuku (Aba) : i\Ir Chairman, 
Financial Secretary unt!cr section 6 of the one point I want to bring befor~ the Financial 
Banking Ort!inance of 1952. Secretary. I do not know whether the 

J.Yfr Lawai : After these allegations were Financial Secretary is aware of the fact that a 
made by the :\!embers of the Opposition in the number of foreign compan ies tlut operate in 
\\"est, the members of the public were terribly this country are now converting themselves to 
assailed with fear that the re was something !\'igerian companies in the form of agencies. 
11·rong \l·ith your Department. :\ow, the fear I ha1·e one example, the E. D. Lines Agencies 
of the members of the public became t remen- Limited. These comptmies pounds make 
dously augmented when that Go1·ernment millions of profit, they plough back the money 
refused to submit to a Commission of Inquiry. in their own countries , then they put before 
:\"ow, this is the question I ha1·e for the Finan- us puppet agencies; the agencies register 
cia! Secretary and I would like him to elaborate themselves as :\"igerian companies, register 
on it 11·hen he chooses to respond . One, Sir. 11·ith 1·ery little nominal capit:1l and then these 
When that ' pocket' Go1·ernor refused to companies pay them commission for their \York 
recommend. . . . as agents, and you can only ta:( them on the 
Several Opposition Members : Withdraw ! profits they make as agents. 
Withdraw ! 

The Chairman : I am not s~re if I heard 
the phrase, "when that .. . . " ? 

Mr Lawai : When the Go1·ernor of the 
Western Region refused to recommend the 
institution of a Commission of Inquiry, what 
step did the Financial Secretary take to clear that 
Department, or to allay the fears of the members 
of the public that something is wrong with that 
Department ? T ell us, Sir. Did you at any 
time submit any report to the Council of 
Ministers to show that you have not winked at 
the allegations against your Department ? If 
nothing was done, will you just in a nutshell 
elucidate the point of justification for your 
protracted reticence ? 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr E .. C. W. Howard (Special Member) : 
l\:Ir Chatrm~n, in his speech the Financial 
Secretary satd that one of the needs of this 
country was to have sources of capital for 
investment. I think it is we ll known that one 

:\"ow I want to know if it is not a very 
serious depletion of the Income Tax profits. 
\Vhat is the Financial Secretary doing to 
prevent that depletion ? I think a lot of 
revenue is being lost. How is that point 
being debated. 

Some hon. Members: No system at all. 

Mr Wachuku : What is happening now in 
this country, Sir ? That is the point I want 
to put forward. 

Mr R. A. Fani-Kayode (Ife) : l\lr Chairman, 
before I proceed with the Department of the 
Financial Secretary, I must say that it is my 
duty to make a few remarks in connection 
with the allegat ions made by the hon. Member 
from Ibadan. iVIr Chairman, I believe the 
proper forum for the discussion of any inquiry 
is the Legislature of the particular Region 
concerned. 

It is true that the Financial Secretary has 
some power over banking, there is no doubt 
about that, but it is also true that if my hon . 
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and h:arneti Friends on any side of the House which all ;:\!embers of this House will demand 
will take care to look into the Banking Ordi- self-government. It ~ight surprise expatriates 
nancc, they wi ll see quite clt:arly the powers if we choose to demantl• it tomorrow. 
conferred upon the Financial Secretary, and 
nobody is restricting him from.-.•1sing his 
powers. I wou ld like to say that it is quite 
unfair for a Member to bring before this 
for um a quest ion upon which we cannot make 
any defence. Ordinary allegations, without 
any specific charges being brought before 
the House, of this nature are completely 
improper, because we are not aware of the 
allegations made and the defence raised at the 
time of the issues of the inquiry we are debating . 
l do not think the Financial Secretary himself 
will tell this House that he has got the power 
to over-rule the decision. 

Sir, I will now proceed to deal with the 
Financial Secretary's Office. I must say that 
it is most surprising for me to come to this 
House and listen with understanding, any 
form of understanding, whatever, to a speech 
from the Financial Secretary. The last 
Financial Secretary, able as he was, was in the 
habit o~ making his Budget speech completely 
Greek to Members of this House . 

Some hon. Members : And we are not 
Greek. 

Mr Fani-Kayode : I can assure hon. 
l\Iembers that very fe,,- of us could ever 
understand what he was talking about, but 
in this Session I must congratulate the~inancial 
Secretary for the Yery able speech. He 
brought everything down to our leve l. 
(Cheers). I am always pleased to give credit 
where it is due and I still insist that next time 
I would like to see him in the box up there. 
(Laughter) . All the same, I must say we all 
appreciate the trouble it must have taken 
him to bring such a speech before this House 
and also the difficulties he must have had in 
presenting the Budget which he did, to this 
House. 

There is one other matter which I hope he 
will look into and that is in the interim period 
between now and the time he leaves the most 
august office which he now holds, we hope he 
will do something towards helping Nigerians 
to fill the important post. Many Members in 
this House say we want self-gove rnment this 
year, many say we want it between now and 
1959 but those who say we want it between 
now and 1959, and I am certain what they 
mean is 1959, that is the latest hour upon 

Some hon. Members : Yes, tomorrow . 

Mr Fani-Kayode : If you all agree. 
(Cheers). The Gentlemen who said \\·ithin 
1959 know what they are saying and I think 
we all understand what that time means. I 
am certain and I am hoping that when he 
comes back from the Conference, he might 
shorten that period to such an extent that he 
might come back with self-government. 

Secondly, on the issue of Nigerianisation. 
We look again to the view of the Financial 
Secretary and ,,-e regret to say that Nigerians 
are not moving as fast as they sho uld. I do 
not like to repeat myself over that issue but I 
do think this House could put more emphasis 
on the point. 

I support the hon. Member completely who 
stated that "courtesy begets courtesy" . In 
this House, l\Iembers shall not tolerate insolence 
and I am using that word ' '.;ith the greatest 
sense of responsibility ; Members shall not 
tolerate impudence from any section of the 
House but, at the same time, Members like 
respect and courtesy and I can say, from the 
moment the hon. F inancial Secretary entered 
this House, he has treated every Member of 
this House with the utmost courtesy. I , for 
one, shall be happy to address any questions 
to the hon. Financial Secretary personally on 
the Floor of this House ; but there are certain 
Members of the Council of Ministers that 
when questions are really due to them nobody 
-at least speaking for myself, my questions 
haYe alwaYS been directed to the Council of 
Ministers 'and never to that particular person 
who holds the office. For instance, I will never 
direct any question to the hon. Chief Secretary; 
any question that is due to him I shall put 
to the Council of Ministers. 

The Chairman :That is irrelevant. 

Mr Fani-Kayode : Mr Chairman, Sir, I 
know that, but I think what I said is quite 
understood. Again, Sir, as somebody sug
gested, I think I have made my point and I 
think it is the right time to stop. 

The Financial Secretary of the Federa
tion (Mr F. D . C. Williams): Time is getting 
on, and I should like to refer to certain of the 
points made by hon. Members who have 
contributed to the debate on this Motion. 

(-+-+8) \ 
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In regard to im·es tments representing Life in the Departments wh ich come within the 
Insurance Fu nds, I can assure the hon. port fol io of the Financial Secretary. If I 
:\!ember that an approach on the lines that he may do so ,,- ithout impertinence , I would like 
is advocat ing is one that the Government will to echo what he said because I venture to 
study ,-e ry ser iously. .-\s in so many cases , the sug~cst th:lt whatever de,·e lop rnents take place 
feasibility of these mat ters at present ts 111 :\ tgena, whate,·er the pace of those de1·elop
limited by the nature of United Kinadom ments, finance and economics arc a basis 
le~islatio n, but I c?n assure the House th;t my which is completely essent ial for the national 
ottice, and the Go\·e rn ment as a whole is progress of this country. (Cheers.) !\ow, as 
concerned to stimulate inn:stme nt by C\~e ry far as my office is conce rned, it was a disappoint-
means posstble and tf we can take advantaae t - -..--0 men to me on rcturnmg to _, 1ge ria to find 
of changes in t:le l"nitcd K ingdom to impro ,-e that one ot my former .:\igcr ian colkagues is 
one or two asi?ec ts of our Income Tax Law, now no longe r in Fina~ce bu t is occupying a 
I am confident that the Go,·e rnment will mo,-e supcrsca_le post 1n the ottice ot my hon. colleaa

0
ue 

in that direction . I Ch f S t 1e 1e cc retary, and :mother .:\ige rian 

With regard to the point raised, Sir, by the 
hon. Jap \\'achuku regardi ng the conversion 
of o~--erseas companies into :\ iger ian age ncies, 
I th1nk probably he was thinking of shipping 
companies. 

Mr Jaja 
example. 

officer who ,,-as Ass istant Financial Secretary 
a year or two ago has been translated to higher 
and pe rhaps more onero us duties in the 
\ \"este rn Region. I therefore ha,-c to in fo rm 
the House ,,-ith regret that as of to-da1·, there 
are no superscale :\igerian ofticers in m~ office. 

Wachuku : I ga,-e that as an Of the ten Assistant Secretaries here. in the 
Estimates, five are substanti,-e ::\igerian .-\ssist

The Financial Secretary of th e Federa
tion : There is a pro,·ision in section 9 of the 
existing Income T a.\: Ordinance which states 
that the gains or profits from the business of 
operating ships or aircraft carried on by 
J?ersons not resident in ::-Jigeria shall be exempt 
t:om tax pronded that a rectprocal exemp
tlo~ from tax 1s granted by the country in 
wh1ch such person is resident. So that 
exemption is already granted in our law and 
also in the double taxation arrangement with 
the U nitcd Kingdom. There i~ ..... already in 
the Statute legal exemption fo r profits ea~ned 
?Y overseas transport companies. Therefore, 
1f __ on~ ~uch company creates an agency in 
N 1gena, tt does not alter the income tax position. 

Now, it may be that that particular position 
of our law requires looking at again. It is 
embodied not only in the double ta.xation 
~rrangements with the L'nited Kingdom but 
IS a normal pro,·ision of international conven
tions relating to the question of double taxation 
an_d I would not like at this stage to say any
thmg more than that the Government will 
ce_rtainly look at the point the hon. Member 
ra1ses but we \\'ill haYe to ha,·e regard to 
normal mternational practice. 

Fi~ally, Sir, the hon. Fani-Kayode referred, 
and, 1f I ':~_lay ?ay so, quite rightly, to the ques
tiOn of N1genanisation both in my office and 

ant Secretaries and two are acting :0i igerian 
Assistant Secreta ries. 

As far as the Departments are concerned
! am pretty pressed for time-but I would like 
JUSt to point out that, taki ng perhaps the 
btgges t Department, Customs and Excise in 
1955:_56 66% of the senior pests were fi'ued 
by :\ 1gerwns. In the year that is just closing 
71% - .-\s far as the Treasury is concerned' 
the figures for 195-1--55 were :i7% and in th~ 
most recent year they were H % . That is 
a progression which I know will not satisfy 
the House but I can assure hon. Members 
th_at both I and the Heads of Departments 
wnh whom I am associated share the views 
of this hon. House on this subject. 

Original question put and agreed to. 
Head 33-Financial Secr-etary's Office 

£ ++,790-agreed to. 

HEAD 34-CUSTO:I-15 A:-iD EXCISE 

Question proposed, That £ i-H,670 for Head 
34-Customs and Excise-stand part of the 
Schedule. 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun West) : I know 
we have to race along very quickly but I will 
make two pomts on the Customs. The hon. 
the Financial Secretary has given us some 
figures ; the year previous, 66 Africans were 
promoted into senior posts and last year, 71. 
That has not answered our question wholly. 
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How senior \\·e re those posts to which they 
have been promoted ? How senior were 
those se nior posts ? There arc such things 
as junior posts. Our own impression is that 
many Africans who are promoted to senior 
posts are often promoted to junior senior posts, 
and that is not c\·en our main contention . 
In the Customs, for example, this particular 
Department, it is most discouraging that 11·e 
have very few Africans 11·ho really occupy 
positions of responsibil ity in the Customs . . 

Mr T . 0 . S. Benson (Lagos \Vest): That 
was why I left them. 

Chief S. L. Akintola : That's the poi nt. 
That was why hon . T. 0 . S. Benson left the 
Customs. He was the n a junior clerk at the 
bottom rung of the ladder. In other words, 
he was a third-c lass clerk or a glorified 
messenger. 

Mr T. 0. S. Benson : Point of Order, Sir. 

ChiefS. L. Akintola :I am not yielding, Sir. 
-Now, of late some .\fricans were promoted in 

the Customs but they were promoted not to 
posts of real responsibility. If members "·ill 
start from the top, from the Comptroller ; you 
ha,·e the Comptroller, Deputy Comptroller, 
Assistant Comptroller-there are five of them 
and not one single African among them. Then 
the Chief Inspector, Principal Collector, 
Inspectors and Instructors-all these are 
expatriate. 'Vhy is it that not one single 
African all these years has been considered 
competent enough to occupy what you may 
describe real positions in the Customs ? There 
are many competent Africans in the ~ustoms 
Department. In other spheres we may be told 
tales, we may be told that there are no suitable 
people. After all, with due deference, what do 
they do in the Customs ? They must ensure 
that those who import materials pay their dues 
and what else do they do honestly ? And a 
good many of these people have been there for 
thirty, forty, some of them for as long as forty
five years and they are still at the bottom rung 
of the ladder. 

We will not be satisfied with mere generalisa
tion. In future years, I will like the Financial 
Secretary or whoever may take his place to tell 
us as from this date until the next Budget 
Session how many Africans were really promo
ted in the Customs to really responsible posts. 
And there is something which is being done in 
the Customs which must be discouraged. 
\Vhenever an African is to be promoted to a 

grade , ne11· pos ts will be pro,· idcd for expatriates 
wh ich will carry grea ter responsibility and 
gr..:a t<.: r salarv to "·hat is being gi,·cn to the 
African. I think the posit ion must be changed 
and as rapidly as possible. If possible, let us 
ha,·e a date line and say-as from next year 
on or any date you may choose, no more 
cxpatri~tte officers should be brought to the 
Customs. After all , what do they do there ? 
They must kno11· only the fout· simple rules, add 
up figures, cli,·ide or subtract. \\ 'hat else do 
th ey do there ? \\'hat typ o:: of expert kno\\· 
lcclge is required to be a ;\ Iatthe11·, to be a tax 
gatherer ? It doesn't take more than to know 
the four simple rules and \\·e must make it 
possible that no more should expatriate officers 
be employed in the Customs here. 

The next point that I like to make about the 
Customs is about the po int 11·hich was raised 
here some time ago . \\'c are terribly losing 
re,·enue. There is too much leakage in the 
Customs here. :\. lot of stealing is going on 
there. Some sort of racket is going on. What 
is the bes t \my to stop it ? 

I think the time has come for the Comptroller 
in co-operation with the Financial Secretary 
and M embers of the Government to put their 
heads together to find the best way to put an 
end to smuggling which is going on at a terrific 
rate,-not only in Lagos, Apapa and Port 
Harcourt, for there it is at its lowest ebb-but 
in some of the out-of-the-way places, \\·here it 
is going on at a terrible rate, and we are losing 
fantastic sums of money. If need be make a 
fresh provision to strengthen the number of 
Preventive Officers in the Customs Depots, so 
that they will be able to check effectively the 
number of cases of smuggling and thereby the 
result from it will be an improvement in the 
revenue of the country. 

M. Maitama Sule (Kano Urban Area): !VIr 
Chairman, Sir, I have been prompted to say a 
word or two on this Head. The question of 
smuggling has been touched upon satisfactorily 
by the Leader of the Opposition, but if we 
really want to save the revenue of this country 
-for we have been complaining about the 
losses that have been incurred by way of 
smuggled goods into the country without the 
payment of the necessary import duty- well, 
the only way to do that, Sir, is to improve the 
service conditions of the people working in the 
Customs Department, that is, the Africans. 
If you put anybody in a position of trust, and 
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you ll' <l nt him to 11·ork wdl, you must pay him 
" ·ell. (Hear, hear). G o,·c rnment does not 
pay th ese people well ; promotions arc not 
carried out properly, and the result is that the 
staff arc dissat isfied and therefore it is not 
difficu lt for ;~m to be tempted. G iq; them 
better sen·ice conditions and better pay, and 
the job 11ill be well done. (Applause) . 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun \\'est) : Point 
of explanation, Sir. I did not suggest that the 
Customs Officers \\·ere the th ic,·es, therefore 
the question of pay, or salaries, does not arise 
from my o11·n observations. 1 agree that the,· 
should be v:ell paid, but a good many of the 
smugglers arc outside of the sen·ice. This 
problem of smuggl ing ca n only be checked wit h 
the co-operation of the Police and the Customs 
Department. 

Smuggling occurs in the Cameroo ns, in the 
hinterland, and on the boundaries, therefore 1 
say that something more positi ,·e must be clone, 
to check thi; dreadful loss of re,·enue. " Honesty 
ts the bes t policy"-but I know of millionaires 
who are rogues. If the staff are not paid \\·ell, 
1t docs not matte r, a thief is a thief. 

M. i'llaitama Sule: On a further point of 
explanation , Sir,. I am not suggesting either 
that ~he Leader ot the Opposition is saying that, 
but m order to get the co-operation of the 
people working there, it is absolutely necessary 
to make them satisfied and happy in their work, 
so that we can s-.mp out this sort of thing. 

Mr Z. B. Olokesusi (Ekiti South) : On the 
point of raising our revenue, Sir, I think the 
only point I can add to those raised by the 
Leader of the Opposition is, I don ' t know 
whether the Financial Secretary knows that the 
accounts of Yery many branches in the Customs 
and Excise Department are not audited until 
there is trouble. I think that in a Department 
where the bulk of the revenue of the country 
accrues, a regular audit of the accounts should 
be carried out, so that any fraud can be quickly 
detected. I think if that is done it will do 
much to help our revenue in the future, and also 
impro,·e the honesty of the people working in 
the Department. 

Question put and agreed to. 

A nd it being 1 I .45 a.m. tlze Clzairman pruceed
£'d furtlnrith to put tlze Questions necessary to 
c/i,puse of tlze f'otes jr1r H eads 35 tu 3:>. 

lluo 35.-hu:--;o REI'E:\ I,;E 

,. £ l + l ,520 f ur Ileac/ 35.-In/an d Rt·;;clli/C
tl!: reed tu. 

HE.\0 36.-SL\TI~TICS 

£1JU,o2U fur !lead 36.-Statistics-agrced tu. 

HE.\D 37.-THE.\~UH Y 

£133,++0jur Head 37.-Trcamry-agrm/ l fJ . 

HE.\o 31>.-, .. ILL'AT!O:-.: L':--;rr 

£ 1+,220 for Head 38.-Va/uatiun {.,:nit
agreed to. 

:\Ir Speaker resumed the Chair. 

Committee re)ort progress : to sit 
fu·I/I<J ITOW 

agcull 

Adjournment 

The Attorney-General of the Federation 
(:\Ir E. Unsworth): Sir, I beg to mo,·e, That 
tlus Hous; do now adjourn. -

The Minister of Labour and Welfare 
(Chief F. S. Okotie-Eboh): Sir, I beg to second. 

Mr Speaker : i\Iallam Ibrahim Gusau , as a 
new :\!ember, perhaps is not aware of the fact 
that ht:: has to give me notice in writing both of 
the subject he wishes to raise on the Adjourn
ment, and also the name of the Minister "·ho 
a~rees to take ~he subj ect. He must negotiate 
wtth the Mmtster and get his agreement to 
answer before he can raise the point on the 
:\djournment. That rule is on the Members' 
.:\otice Board outside. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resoh:ed, That this House do now adjourn. 

. .J.djoumed accordingly at tweh:e minutes to 
t;ce!u o'cloc/1 until 9 a.m. on Saturday, 16tlz 
Jlarc!z, 1957. 

QUESTIONS AND WRITTEN ANSWERS 

Question-

W.69. Prince R. N. Takon asked the 
i\Iinister of Works:-

\rhat progress has been made in the laying 
of a bituminous surface on the Trunk Road 
.-\ running through Abakaliki and thence to 
:\Iamfe in the Southern Cameroons ? 
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AllSlcer-

Thc Minister of Works : It is not cl..:ar 
from this ques tion "·hich part of Trunk Road 
A. II is being referred to. Howc1·cr the 
section between Enugu and Abakaliki is due 
to be resealed bv direct labour shortlv. The 
section between ·,~akaliki to Yahe is ;!so clue 
for tarring under the Economic Programme 
and consultan ts ha1·e been approached to 
prepare sun·..:y and contract documents for 
th is work. 

Question-
W.76. Mr F. N. E. Ngale asked the Minister 

of Works:-

If he will state why no provision has been 
made in the Federal Economic Development 
Plan,.for the construction and the laying of a 
bituminous surface on the Ikom-i\Iamfe road ? 

Ansnw-
The Minister of Works : The hon. 

Member will be pleased to hear that the 
laying of a bituminous surface en trunk road A. 
II between Ikom and Mamfe has already 
started. The House will be interes ted to 
know that this work is being financed from 
funds pro1· ided by the International Co
operation Administration of the United States 
of America. 
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HO USE OF REPRESE::\T ATIVES SALE OF PRODl:CE BILL 
::\IGERIA 

Saturday, 16th !llarch, 1957 

The House met at 9 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(:\fr Speaker in the Chair) 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
Mr Speaker : Order, order. I wish to 

inform hon. :\!embers that I have decided on a 
number of changes in !\!embers' seats. That is 
to answer the appeal to me, on behalf of the 
U.M.B.C., by i\Ir Dokotri. A list will be put 
on the ::\otice Board during the course of this 
morning and hon. l\Iembers will please occupy 
their new seats on i\fonday next, the 18th of 
i\Iarch. (.-lpplause.) 

Bl:SI::>ESS STATE:VIE::>T 
The Minister of Internal Affairs (Hon. J. 

l\I. Johnson) : i\Ir Speaker, Sir, this morning 
fi1·e Government Bills will be read for the first 
time, and the rest of the morning and Monday 
the 18th of :\larch will be spent in Committee 
of Supply. 

Tuesday, 19th March, will be a Private 
Members; day and the following Motions will be 
debated:-

Motion ::\o. 51-Special Traffic Con
stabulary, moved by Chief J. I. G. Onyia; 

Motion :\o. 72-Road Development in the 
Southern Cameroons, moved by Mr P. A. 
Aiyuk; · 

Motior, :\o. 68-Helicopter Services 
moved by :\lr E. C . .:U.wiwu; 

Motion :\o. 65-Damage to Young Crops 
by Beetles, moved by Mr F. U. l\Ibakogu; 

Motion ::\o. 70-Extension of Railway 
Line in Eastern Region, moved by Mr E. C. 
Akwiwu; 

Motion No. 69-Mr Ben Enwuonwu, Art 
Adviser, moved by Mr E. C. Akwiwu ; 

Motion Xo. 66-Trunk "A" Roads, moved 
by Mr E. C. Akwiwu. 
The rest of the week will be spent in Commit

tee of Supply and the Committee will complete 
its work on Saturday, 23rd March. 

PRESENTATION OF PUBLIC BILLS 
GovER:niE::>T A .. 'ID OTHER SECURITIES BILL 
The Financial Secretary of the Federa

tion :Second Reading-Monday, 25th March, 
1957. 

The Financial Secretary of the Federa
tion : Second Reading-:\lonclay, 25th :\larch, 
1957. 

\\"RECKS A:\D SALVAGE (.-b! E:\D~IE:\T) 13I LL 

The Minister of Transport : Second 
Reading-!.\Ionday, 25th. :\larch, 1957. 

POLICE (A~IE::>D~IE::>T) BILL 

The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 
Second Reading-Monday, 25th March, 1957. 

P~:auc CoLLEcno::-.3 ( .-\~IE::>D:\IE I'T) BILL 

The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 

Second Reading-Monday, 25th !\larch, 1957. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

THE APPROPRIATIO::> ( 1957-58) BILL 

(THIRD ALLOTTED D.n) 

(House in Committee ) 

HE.\D 39-i\h:-<ISTRY OF L\BOT.;R AND \\"ELF.\RE 

Question proposed, Tlrat tire sum of £20,770 
for Head 39-j\lfinistry of Labour and Welfare
stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr J. M. Udochi (Afenma i) : Mr Chairman 
I rise to support this Head and, in doing so, I 
wish to say that this House has never stinted 
praise where praise is due. The present 
incumber. t of the office of the Minister of 
Labour ar,d Social Welfare richly desen·es the 
thanks of this House in the way he has coura
geously and boldly prosecuted the duties of his 
Office. It is not at all difficult to observe 
that the Minister has brought into this Office 
much enthusiasm and much energy. This is 
exemplified in the very rich crop of social 
legislation which this House has had the privi
lege to push through, legislation which, in 
other parts of the world, has taken much longer 
time and much agitation to bring into being. 
The Minister has piloted such legislation 
through this House without very great pains. 

It is a very great credit to him and Members 
will observe that in this very sitting, only a few 
days ago, they had the privilege of passing a Bill 
which added another chapter to the Book of 
Freedom of workers of this country : I refer 
to the Wages Boards Bill which has now become 
Law. In this connection too one will not fail 
to observe that the Factories Bill, the pro1·isions 
of which are already being implemented, has 
done a lot for the workers also. 
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:\ow, not only would I like to d11·dl on tho.: 
past of this i\linistry but it reflects much cred it 
also to obsen·e that the i\liniste r is contemplat
ing introducing an Adul t Probatio n Scn·ice 
into Lagos. Those of us 11·ho have anything to 
do with the administration of justice in this 
country know that the introduc tion of an 
A.clult Probatio n Sen·ice 11·ill bring much 
needed relief to the people of Lagos. 

I t has been said that the prison population of 
this cou ntry is 80 per cent first offenders : that 
re1·eals a 1·ery shocking state of afbirs . In the 
ci1·ilized world to-clay punishme nt is not 
rega rded as merely retrib uti1·e ; I think the 
publ ic sense of goodness seems now to lean 
more on the side of reformation ; the reforma
ti n: dfect of pu nishment, more than any oth o.: r 
anglo.:, is the aim. So that the lack of probation 
for adults in this country has contributed 
greatly to the swelling of the prison population 
and I know from experience that many young 
men are now languishing in gaol because of the 
lack of Probatio n Officers. 

Very often in the courts Magistrates give 
young offenders an option of fine but, in many 
cases, these young men have not the means 
with which to discharge the fine, although it 
may be a paltry sum, and instead they must go 
to languish in gaol for three or six months, 
merely because of their inability to pay the 
fine. But in a place where you have Probation 
O ffice rs these Officers are able to bring promptly 
to the notice of the young men's friends, who 
may be in a position to help them, that the 
Magistrate was kind eno•tgh to give them the 
option of paying a fine and this may prevent 
the young men being sent to that unholy of 
unholies, the prison house, where much evil is 
learnt and very little good is taught. 

So I think, Sir, the Minister has shown much 
imagination in dealing with the social problems 
of this country, particularly in Lagos. Those 
of you who have seen something that has been 
done with regard to recreational facilities for 
boys, in the fight against juvenile delinquency, 
will know that the Minister is a man who is 
really out to effect a change in the social 
atmosphere of Lagos. 

I do pray that the time will come when the 
fruit of his services will not only be apparent 
in Lagos but throughout the country. 

;vir Chairman, I beg to support. 

Mr P. M. Dokotri (Jos): i\ Ir Chairman, all 
I wan t to sav is to ask the i\Iinister of Labour 
11·hat he is Lioing to n:mon: that black spot on 
his bo.:autifu l attire. By that I am referring to 
the labour disp ute on the Plateau i\Iinesfield. 
It is all 1·c ry well for the Mini ster to appoint a 
rnan as capc~bk as he is large to chairman the 
Join t Industrial Co uncil- the Dep uty Speaker 
ot the House . But I should s~~y. l\Ir Chairman, 
that the mines workers are not in terested in 
ho11· large thei r Chairman is. \ \' hat concerns 
them most, what worries them most, what they 
1m uld like to see clone is that they be gi 1·en a 
tair ch,tnce in the labour employme nt on the 
Plateau i\Iines fi cld. 

I ha1·e said it here, i\ [r Chairman , that the 
mining employers are often on an ad1·antage 
agai nst their employees . This is purely be
cause they enjoy a very ample monopoly on the 
Plateau l\Iinesfield . I have stressed it in this 
House that one of the steps that Governmen t 
C31\ take to remo1·e the constant threat to peace 
on the Plateau is to establ ish more industries in 
that area. This, Mr Chairman, will provide 
alternati\·e employment to the existing industry 
there. 

I am satisfied that the Minister has been 
successful in bringing through the Wages Bill in 
this House. I am sure the Minister will be 
good enough to implement this Bill to impro\·e 
the labour conditions on the Plateau :VIinesfield. 
It is my humble view, Sir, that conditions on 
the Plateau Minesfield are not as good as they 
should be. This I think should be impro\·ed 
if the Minister will only look into it. 

The mining industry on the Plateau Mines
field is, as I have pointed out in this House, 
doing very well. The total earnings are 
about £12 million. This is not an industry 
which can be allowed to continue as it is at the 
moment. For the past fifty years or so this 
industry had amassed great wealth to the 
various operators. It is time that this country, 
this Government, looks into it that since so 
much wealth has been removed from the 
country a lot more can be returned in various 
amenities, things ·like providing scholarships 
to the various mining employees on the Plateau 
and particularly to the deserving sons and 
children of the farmers who have been deprived 
of their land. 

An hon. Member : 
labourers ? 

You mean the 
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Mr Dokotri : I will not be contented to be 
a labourer on the minesficlcl and those of us 
here who wish can a: 11·ell apply to ~~e mining 
industry and they wdl be sure to ge t employ
ment there. 

• It has always been pointed out that com
pensation in one way o r the other is being paid 
to the 1·arious worke t·s on the Pbteau ;\lines
fie ld but compensation in the way of cash is not 
sufficien t. \\ ' ith these: fe11· remarks I support. 

Chief E. 0. Omolodun (Oyo South) : 
i.\Ir Chairman , Sir, I support this Head . In 
doing so I have only a few words to add to 
what has al ready been said this morning. The 
Minister in charge o f Labour has acquitted 
himself creditablv well in the work that was 
allotted to him.' E1·eryone of us 11·ho has 
read of his acti1·ities outside :\ige ria will 
know that he has earned great fam e for :\ igeria. 
(Applause). He has been able to promote the 
welfare of the people of 0.'igeria to a certain 
extent. 

Mr F. U. Mbakogu (Awku) : .-\.t le<l!lt more 
than Akintola ! 

Chief Omolodun : If he does not follow 
Akintola he is not up to the standard. I agree 
with him ; at the same time I hope he will not 
say that I am blowing hot and cold, if I quarrel 
with him. I quarrel with him on ly in two 
respect. First, he has neglected to visit the 
rear West but only the Mid-West. He forgets 
that we ha\·e children who might have needed 
his services. 
~e first speaker this morning credited him 

with what he has been able to do for the young 
of Lagos but I believe that his duty is not only 
confined to Lagos but to the whole Federation 
of Nigeria. He has neglected that. Secondly, 
I find in the Estimates an allowance of £500 
for him and I believe he has never drawn the 
one of last year. I am surprised that it is 
again allotted to him because he never enter
tained anyone here (Iaugher). He has always 
been coming to Lagos : why give him this 
entertainment allowance ? I believe this enter
tainment allowance is meant for what it is 
voted. If the people will not use it why give 
them this allowance ? 

!VIr Chairman, with these few remarks I 
support. 

Mallam Abdu Sule (:\orth v:~st Icloma) : 
i\ Ir Chairman, the Minister has done his best 
to impro\·e the welfare of the people of this 
country. Yesterday I said something about 

lack of visits of Ministers and I am sorry I 
have to say it again this morning. There are 
a lot of our unfortunate brothers who are 
roaming about not only in Lagos but cl sC11·here 
in this country. Tho.: rc: are very man y bli nd 
men; some people are no t able to maintain 
themselves. I think it is the duty of the 
:\Iinister to ensure that these pcoplo.: are 
properly looked after. 

Last year I said something about our un 
fortunate brothers who are hang ing all about 
in Lagos who have no people to look after them. 
I think the time has come when this Go,·ern
ment should try to pro,·ide a house for the s~ 
old brothers of ours. Some of these people 
can live longer if the Go\·ern ment can look 
aftt;r them well. So I th ink the :\[inister 
shou ld try and see that these people are properly 
housed and fed. 

It is not only here in Lagos but also in the 
:\orthern Region. You ha,·e 1·ery ma!ly 
people who are not able to maintain themseh·es . 
I think the ::\Iinister would do 1·ery well to go 
out himself and see how many of these peopk 
are in the 0.'orthern Region so that when he 
comes back he will arrange as to how best the 
people can be kept in good houses. I beg to 
support. 

Chief]. I. G. Onyia (Asaba): Mr Chairman , 
Sir, I beg to support and to associate myself 
with all the encorr,iums showered on the 
:\Iinister of Labour. 

I have only one point to make, and this 
point is, Mr Chairman, we )l"ationalists in this 
country are still sincerely disposed to have 
expatriates who man all technical posts in this 
country-sincerely disposed-and we do not 
mince a word in saying so. 

\Ve would like to offer the money we have 
voted for all the posts created here to see that 
an African is allowed to attain to one of the top 
grades. 

I once posed a question, that was in 1955, 
to find out the necessary qualifications required 
of the Labour Officer to reach the top grade. 
Up to this moment, I do not know what these 
qualifications are, and I hope and I prav that 
the Minister of Labou r and \.Yelfarc will m3ke 
it possible for the Africans in the D epartment to 
hold the topmost post there, at least to hold the 
post of Deputy Commissioner of L abour, or 
.-\ssistant Commissioner of Labour. There 
are :\ igerians working there and it is depressing 
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to us ::\ ational is t:>, alwa1·s to be told we h:n-(; 
not suitab le mc:: n, and f hope that 11·~.n this 
Yote is passed , we shall have an African .to man 
the topmost of these posts . 
~r, with these r~marks I beg to support. 

Chief S. L. Akintola (Oshun \\'est) : :\lr 
Chairman Sir, I do not like to repeat the 
encomiums sho11·e rcd on the :\liniste r. \\'e 
all realise that the posit ion of the :\l inister of 
Labour and Welfare is not only important , 
but it is also extremely delicate, and I must 
congratulate the i\linister in t hat he has been 
able to carry that delicate balance with a 
little bit of equanimity. 

I would also congratulate him on another 
point, and that is, I have noticed that he has 
endea1·oured, times without nu mber , to tell 
the workers of this country some bitter truths. 
It is not an easy task for a :\linister of L abour 
to keep on hammering from time to time on 
the importance of increa:>ed product ion, since 
this is not a song which the workers relish. 
T he only song that m o:>t of the worke rs of to-day 
relish is one for more and more pay, but the~ 
.Mini:>ter is not tempted always to sing a so ng 
that will sound attractive to the workers. H e 
alwavs creates the impression that he recog
nised his duty to the country, and in discharge 
of his duty he would not be in fear of incurring 
a little bit of unpopularity among the workers, 
I hope he will continue to hammer this point, 
because on it depend:> not only the economic 
prosnerity of this country, but the continued 
wel~e of the workers themesell·es. \Yith 
increased production the position of the 
country 11·ill be improved, and when workers 
make demands for better conditions, the 
country and the employers generally, will be 
able to afford an increase and the improvement 
that the workers seek. 

One point on which I would like the Minister 
to devote more attention, during the coming 
months is the importance of having a respon
sible Central Labour Organisation in Nigeria. 

I know he must have done a lot in the past 
to see that we had an organisation which 
could to some extent speak for the labour 
front of the whole country. It is unfortunate 
that a great confusion has been created and 
nobody knows now what organisation is in a 
position to speak generally for the workers of 
this country. 

It is not my part to apportion blame. 
Whether the right wing of the ANTUF is 

right, or it is the left wing of the A:\TUF that 
is right, or whether the portion of the A~TUF 
which sets its eyes on i\Iosco w are right, or the 
other portion 1\·hich alwjys rccei1·es bounties 
from \ \'jshington are right. But whoever may 
be righ t or wrong, it will be in the best in
te res ts of this country for us to build up a 
responsible trade union organisation. 

There are many of them and it would be a 
waste of time for the Ministry of Labour on 
e1·ery issue to have to dea l with abou t five 
hundred different Trade Gnions. It will 
save the time of the Minister and the time of 
the country if we can have one responsible 
central organisation. Therefo re any efforts 
that he may put forth eithe r to strengthen 
the existing central organisation and co
operate and win for it the confidence of all 
the workers in the country, or if th i:> is impos
sible, to assist in evolving or estjblishing a 
new Central Organisation, would be in the 
best interests of the people of this country. 

The position, as I said before, is 1·ery much 
confused at the moment, and I 11·ould like the 
Minister to devote more time to this all 
important question. 

The second point to which I would invite 
the attention of the Minister is migrant labour 
to Fernando Po. 

Now dealing with the condition of service 
of these m en is also very delicate, and what 
has made it more delicate is that it involves 
dealing between two different Go1·ernments. 
But our own responsibility in the matter is 
clear, and I hope that the Minister of Labour 
will take the matter up with his counterpart 
in the Eastern Region. It is disgraceful that 
at this stage of our development, when we 
need all the manpower that we can commandeer, 
Nigerians and by that I mean Nigerians with 
all the attributes of masculinity, are leaving 
this country to go and earn a sum of money 
which is less than £1 a month somewhere else. 
Some organisation must be lacking somewhere. 
Something must be wrong in our planning 
in this country. 

I have been to Fernando Po myself and I 
have seen a lot of Nigerian manhood serving 
other people when we could provide employ
ment for them in this country, and when they 
could contribute their own quota towards the 
economic development of the country. 
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\\'h at causes a lot o f these people to leave 

the country ? \\'e say that the spi rit of 
ad n~nture has mo1·ed them. Gr.tntcd but it 
is not only t he spirit of ad\·enture , it' is also 
partly clue to some defic iency in our economi c 
planning in this country. · 

I was surprised , and I think the :\l iniste r 
will bear m e out. . Comparatil·e ly speaking, 
the co ndt ttons o t labour in the C. D.C. in the 
Cameroons, next doo r to the Eas tern Recrio n 
a re far bette r than employers in Fernand~ P~ 
offe r. B.ut e1·en in spite of that, either as a 
resu lt ot igno rance or the workers do not 
kno11· 11·hat the possibilities are that exist in 
their own country, they tra1·e l 1·ery far to 
other sphere:>. They a re sen·ing people in 
other countnes. I am sure, both in the ::\onh 
and .e1·en in the \\'es t, I ha1·e gathered, 
especu lly from the :\Ii n istry of \\'orks, that the 
road de1·elopment, extension of road works , 
suffers for want of labour. L abou rers cannot 
? e easily found, is true, but in spite of the 
tac t that oppo rtunities for employment exist 
here, our men lea1·e our own countrv and thev 
go abroad. • · 

I ag ree with the Minister that the posmon 
has 1mpro1·ed a lot, but I want the hon. 
Members to accept one more fac t. A man 
who owes £1 million, is a debto r, and when 
he pays a penny out of it, he has impro1·ed h is 
posttw n a ltttle, but still, what is he ? A 
debto r. W ell, what is the position in Fernando 
Po ? It is disgraceful in m any respects, and in 
some respec ts, judged purely by the standards 
of the Spanish people, it is very good-it is 
fair1

.;- good, but judged by our own standards, 
there is a lot of room for improvement. 

~ow, what is the Federation of ::\igeria 
gomg to do ? Can we join hands with the 
Government of the Eastern Region to find 
a system which will attract our own people, 
our own young men, to remain in this country 
and to work for us in this country. Those who 
wouid go then may be only people who are 
compelled to go, as a result of urge for adven
ture. Most of those who go now don't go only to 
satisfy their desire for adventure ; they were 
forced out by the economic situation in some 
parts of the country. 

I would also invite the attention of the 
Ministe r to the conditions of service of 
employees of the Syrians and the Lebanese. 
We have said this, times without number. 
We ha1·e all deplored the conditions of service 

of those who are u nfo rtunate to seck em plov
m cnt under Svrians a!1G Lebanese . l do ~'t 
want to be acc.used of gcnera lis:tt ion ; [ know 
the re are some Sr ri2.ns and so me Lebanese 
who have proved ·the mselves good employers 
of labour, but the except ion pr01·es ~~~ rule. 
Those who a re rea ll y "OOd amon cr t hem 11·ould 
no t be more than a drop in an'' ocean . The 
o the rs lia1·e not created an attract i1·e o r a fair 
condition of labour for those 1dto work unde r 
them. But I would ac oea l to t he \ linis te r 
to treat this particular cia';s as a clist in~ t group: 
and to perhaps call a confe rence with those 
who are responsible f,1r labour in the ::\onh, 
in the Eas t, in the \\'est and the Cameroons , 
and when next 11·e meet, we would like a 
Whi te Paper cons isting of di ffere nt proposals 
for the solu tion of the p roblem presented by 
this particular class of employers. 

The one other point I would li ke to :1ppeal 
to the :\Iinister about is-my info rmation mav 
sometimes be wrong, but it is almost in1·ariably 
correct. I understand on good au thor ity, 
whtch may be not quit:! as high as tha t of ou r 
hon. the Chief Secretary, that the gentleman 
\\~~o . ha.s .been e:mn:uked as tempo rary 
.1\ tgenanisatwn Officer, ts a senior member 
from the Ministry of Labour. W e have 
been told that he has been found to be satis
factory ; he measures up to the standards 
which might have bee:1 prescr :bed . But the 
only snag is the :\Iinistry of L 1bour canno t 
spare him. If that is the case 11·e 11·ould 
appeal to the i\Iinister to use his good L~ces 
to find some others in the D epartment of 
Labour, to take his place, so that he may be 
free to assume his full responsibility as sub
stantive holder of the post of Nigerianisation 
Officer. If it is the same gentleman, I am 
thinking of, I am fortunate to have known him 
personally, and I am sure that we would 
consider ourselves fortunate · if we could 
secure his services as ::\igerianisation Office r. 

But I would issue a warning. If a man is 
good, and we want a good man for the pos t, 
we must create conditions which will be 
attractive enough for him to occupy that post. 
If the Nigerianisation Officer is to become a 
back-room boy to the Chief Secretary, no 
responsible Nigerian IYill accept the post. It 
is not only a question of money ; it is not only 
a question of status ; it is also a question of 
g iving him the status and the dignity that his 
office commands. If the :.'1-linister of Labour 
wi ll co-operate with us and use his good offices 
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to persuade those who are responsible to 
rdeasc this gentle man , he shall h,\\·c rendered 
a great se n ·ice to this H ouse, and to the 
country in general. 

Well, I lM\·c said enough it{ praise of the 
\lin ister of Labour. l\ow, \\·hen the :\ltntster
~\·hen any :\Iinister of thi~ country, _tra\·cls 
abroad, he tra\·ds as a represcnt_at t\·e of :\Igena, 
and anybody \Vith sense ot respons tb tltty , 
whate\·e r may be Ius party, must recet\ e hun 
as a representative :\igerian . He must be 
accorded all the dignity and all the respect 
that his office dese rves, but when a man-a 
Federal :\Iinister-goes abroad to tSSLt<'! out 
edicts of the :\.CS.C. , or talks about the 
alorics of the :\ .P.C., or the glones of the 
\ction Group, he is not actually ltvt ng up to 
~he standard required of him. ~ would, 
therefore, appeal to the l\ Iinister of Labo~r, 
next time when he leaves thts country~ let ~ tm 
take the Action Group politics, the :\ .C.;..i .C. 
politics, the :\.P.C. politics, a~1d_ le_t htm fit:d 
an envelope large eno ugh1 put tt tns tde, seal tt, 
and lea\·e it behind. When he go~s ~broad , 
let him speak always, not as a poltttc:an ?ut 
as a Federal Minister of whom every :\ tgen an 
ought to be justly proud. 

Mr F. E. Offor (Okigwi) : i\lr Chairman, 
Sir I rise to associate myself wholeheartedly 
wit'h the first speake r under this He~d, and I 
have to co ngratu late the :\linister ot Labour, 
especially on the role he has been playmg_ at 
our Fernando Po level. \Ve no\~ rece1ve 
less complaints from our people worktng there. 
He has aChieved in less than two years what 
other people failed to achieve in many years. 

I beg to support. 

I wish to say that my. policy is to \\·ork in 
close uni ty and co-operatwn \\' tth my cou nter
parts in the Regions, and I \\'Ould sug_gest that 
the hon. :\- Iember should take tn to cu nstd(' ratton 
that .the M ining Industry has a lot to do .\\· tt~ 
the revenue of the Northern Regwnal Gov ern 
ment, and therdure it is not necessary for me to 
o\·er-step the boundaries of my JUrtsdtctton, 
or step on the shoes of my counterpart 11l the 
:\orthern Region. 1 can assu re you that both 
the Minister of the :\orthern. Regto~ and 
myself are constantly in _touch mth the frade 
l!nion leaders in the mmcs and we feel that, 
at the moment, there may be some c\tsagree
ment, but there is no need for any alarm. 

Now, Sir, the Leader of the ~pposit ion has 
raised the question of Trade Umon leaders. 
I don't think, Sir , an Amendment has, bee,n 
fi led under the Labour Head about fraac 
Union officials , and I might conjecture that the 
hon. Member who fil ed that .-\mendmen t mll 
be talking about Trade Cnion Orgamsel tton. 
I am prepared this morning, \\'hen we come to 
it, and if it is raised, to offer an explanatwn, 
or give my views or make a statement _about 
what I feel about Trade Union orgamsatton 11l 

Nigeria. I therefore ask the Leader of the 
Opposition to be patient with me, unttl we 
come to that H ead, and I shall make a statement 
if it is raised again . 

Also, about the :\igerianis_ation O~cer: 
which the Leader of the Opposttton has ratsed · 
I must say this, that it is not wit~in my power w 
to appoint anyone to the Cl\'ll Sernce of 
Nigeria, but please .. . .. 

Chief Akintola (Oshun West) : If it were 
within the Minister's power, what would he do ? 

The Minister of Labour and We~are 
(Chief F. S. Okotie-Eboh) : To reply bnefly 
to some of the points mad~ by the !1on. Mr 
Dokotri about the workers m the mme~field: 
it is not such a gloomy picture a~ he t_ned to 
paint this morning. 1 want to remmd h1m that 
the Mining Industry is a very important Industry 
in the economy of this country, and of the 
N orthern Region in particular. _I would be 
very happy if the ~on. N~ember Will take. more 
interest in checkmg h1s facts, and 1f he 
will give us some time to find our. feet , about 
the Joint Industrial Council to w~tch we have 
appointed an_ independent Chamn_a_n, \::h? 
actuallv is d01ng hts \\·o rk most sau,tactOt tl) · 

The Minister of Labour and Welfare : I 
would do what is best for Nigeria. (Applause .) 

The only assurance I wa~t to give is that 
the Chief Secretary and Hts Exc~ll~ncy, as 
well as the Public Service Comm1sston, are 
doing their very best, and I can assure the 
Leader of the Opposition and ho~. Mei?bers 
that when a N igerianisation Officer 1s appom~ed, 
he will be a responsible and capable N tgenan. 

Finally, Sir, I have to say that ~igerianisation 
of the Department of Labour IS proceedmg 
satisfactorily. Assistant L:~bour Offic~rs are 
being trained, and we an! domg en: ryth111g 
possible to see that Labour Officers who rec1l~v 
meri t promotion are gt,·cn promotton. I \\ t>h 

(A pplait:;e ). 
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to say that I am par ticularly interested in the 
question of Nigerwnisation. i\Iy Commis
sioner of Labour, ~- well as my Permanent 
Secretary, are working towards that, and there 
is no need to feilr. 

:\O\\· , Sir, finally for the meantime I \\·ish to 
say that I am H:ry grateful to the whole House 
for the way they ha \·e sho\\·ered some praises on 
me this morning. I fed \·cry gratefu l indeed and 
I do hope that I \\·ill continue to li\·e up to you r 
expectations. 

M. Shehu Shagari (:\orth \\'es t Sokoto): 
Sir, during the debate on External Affairs I 
pointed out that it is now time for th is country 
to look after the interests of :\igerians li \·i ng or 
\\·orking in the new Ghana State. .Sir, if we 
fail in diplomatic re la tions because we started 
too !:ttc, I think we can succeed in intern,uional 
labour relations as we ha\·e done in Fernando 
Po and Gabon. Sir, :\igerians, wherever they 
an: , look fom·ard towards their mother country, 
:\ igcria, for help and it is the r.;sponsibility of 
th is Government to see to their welfare, 
especially if they are workers. • And everybody 
in this House is a\\·are of the fact that the 
number of Nigerian workers in Ghana is greater 
than the number of :\igerian workers in the 
Island of Fernando Po and if that island 
deserves to ha\·e a :\igerian Labour Office, so 
does Ghana. S ir, apart from ;\'igerians work
ing in the mines, cocoa plantations and the 
ports in Ghana, there an: thousands who go 
there e\·ery year as casual \Yorkers in various 
trades and all these being taxpayers in Nigeria 
deserve the attention of this Government. 

I therefore suggest that a Labour Office be 
established in Ghana as soon as possible. 

With these, I beg to support. 

Mr T. 0. S. Benson (Lagos West) : Mr 
Chairman, Sir, while supporting all the 
speeches and encomiums poured on the 
Minister of Labour, I move that the question be 
now put. 

Question, That the question be uow put, put 
and agreed to . 

Question put accordingly and agreed to. 

HEAD 40-L.\ BOUR 

Question proposed, That the sum of £ 21+,360 
for Head 40-Labour-stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr F. U. Mbakogu (Awka) : Mr Chairman, 
I mo\·e to reduce Sub-Head 1 by £5. Mr 

Chairman, I simply wish to refer this House to 
\\'hat is happening in the Labour front. There 
is danger, and the danger is being caused by 
the workers themseh·es. I wish to make use 
of item 7 to bring this point to th is hon. House. 
In Item 7 we are being asked to make pro\·ision 
for th ree Labour Officers in charge of trade 
unions on a salary of £3,838. :\ow, the point 
I \\·ish to make is that much has not been done 
by these officers in the past to a\·oid disintegra
tion in the trade union rank and file, particularlv 
the recent happenings in the All :\igeria 
Trade U nion Federation. I am not happy, 
and I have long expected that these officer> 
would ha\·e done their best to carry the 
complaints of the different trade union mo\·e
ments to the :\linister of Labour who I also 
expected to make a statement \\·arning the 
country and the workers themseh·es of the 
impending danger. 

:\ow, I feel that the activities of the 
.-\S.T.U.F., usually called that \\ay, in 1956 
were >ery much appalling. They \\ere below 
expectations to a great extent , and I am appeal
ing to the workers to choose their friends from 
their enemies, not minding who is being 
considered, the secretary or president or any 
other person like that. 

I want them also to choose between the 
welfare of the \\·orkers and politics. I want 
them to choose between unitary labour trade 
union movement and unitary government for 
Nigeria. If they choose the welfare of the 
workers, let them speak for the welfare of the 
workers and leave politics alone. I want them 
to choose between working for the welfare of 
the workers in Nigeria and the representation 
at the London Conference. Now, I feel that 
there are a lot of politicians and hon. Members 
who could adequately speak for Nigeria abroad, 
and the workers could make their feelings felt on 
certain platforms. But they should leave 
London alone and sit down here to work for 
the uplift of this country and for the welfare 
of the masses they represent and lead. 

Now, Sir, I_ am using this occasion to bring 
forward t.o t~1s ~ouse the recent happenings 
and pubhcattons m papers about communist 
infiltration in the rank and file of the 
A.N.T.U.F. Several times the Leaders have 
been warned about going the communist way. 
I want the M inister of Labour to make a 
statement on that. 
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In December Ltst 1·ear the :\I inistl!r for see that by this impending disintegration of 
Internal .-\ tfai (·s spoke ·to ;r:o! Leaders and he national affairs the Trade Umon movement (S 

made a statement but I expected a statement not held to ransome. I do not want to waste 
from the substanti1·e holder of that i\ Iinisterial the time of this House talking about ,,·hat every
post, and I have nc1·er seen that statement bodv in this House has bee n well aquainted 
and I 11·ill usc this occasion to 11·arn the workers with in the past. \Ve have all read papers and 
in rank and file. to see that there is no disc rimi- listened to lectures 11·here this point has been 
nation. I notice there are leaders who prefe r clearly set out. 
1·ain glory: who prefe r pomp and power: Sir, I beg to move. 
people who are over-greedy; leaders who Question prop'Jsed. 
want to foil the achievement of years of expe-
rience. Chief S. L. Akintola (Oshun \Vest): 

~ow th<.!rc is need for a strong trade union 
movement, part icularly the type that is federa l 
in structure and outlook, to suit dirlerent 
political de1·elopments in the count ry: I 
would not like the Trade Union mo1·ement to 
be split into kitchen trade union movements, 
which 11·ould not show the national structure 
of this country. Howeve r, there is a type 
of sympathy in my mind when I read recent 
accusations in the papers, 11·here se1·e ral 
trade union leaders have resigned ~from their 
membership of the executive of the Trade 
l:nion Federation and thev told the 11·orld, 
and ~igeria in part icular, the reason why they 
resigned. One of the reaso ns is communist 
tendencie.;. I got the information from the 
leaders of the trade union movements , and I 
know that both ~i gerians and the Government 
hate the idea of communism, so it will do 
nobody in ~ igeria any good at all. 

Sir, all means available should be used to do 
away with that communistic idea. ~ow if 
the leaders are going to go this way, I want 
them to stage a come-back, because they will 
not receive any support from any section among 
their workers and they will find the workers 
are going to agitate to make this point available 
to us. I am appealing to the Minister to make 
a statement to protect the lowest strata of the 
working class to see that the trade union leaders 
pay attention, particularly to welfare, wages, 
salaries, housing conditions and other things 
that are material to the welfare of these workers 
and leave politics alone. Sometimes they are 
accused of being bought over by certain political 
parties. That idea will not do any Trade Union 
Leader any good. 

I advise the :\Iinister of Labour and Wdfare 
to show this House that he has been aware of 
these developments and that the Grwernment 
has taken a step, or is willing to take a step, to 

think we have got a long way to go and there 
are other H eads we want to discuss. I would 
like the Minister to answer one question : 
Is it a fact that some of the trade union leaders 
here are receiving subsidies from countries 
behind the Iron Curtain ? Is it also a fact 
that some of them are rece i1·ing subsidy from 
America and that one of them recently got 
a car, as a gift, from America, and if so, how 
far does this affect the solidarit1· of the trade 
union mo1·e::n ent in ~ige ria ? · 

The Minister of Labour and Welfare 
(Chief F . S. Okotie-Eboh) : :.Ir Chairman 
Sir, I do not want to be placed m a ddncult 
position this morning by the Leader of the 
Opposition, but it seems to me that I may 
very well ask for notice of some of the questions 
which he has asked me this morning. How
ever, Sir, as I promised earlier on I would 
like to seek the opportunity to ans11·er the point 
of trade union movement in ~igeria made by 
the Leader of the Opposition and now amplified 
by Mr Mbakogu. Not even the best friends 
of the trade unions in this country would 
maintain that all is well with the movement. 

If we look back over the vears it has had a 
chequered history, notwithstanding the fine 
efforts made by some individuals within the 
movement to set high standards, and to mould 
the movement together into o:1e united 
organisation with material resources, premises 
and union support, without which no central 
trade union organisation can usefully survive. 

Three previous attempts at establishing a 
central trade union organisation have failed . 
The Trades Union Congress survived for 
seven vears from 19+2 to 19+9. In that year 
the short lived Nigerian National Federation 
of Labour was set up. In the following year, 
19:50, the Nigerian Labour Congress was 
established following an agreement between 
the T.U.C. and N.N.F.L. to resolve their 
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differences. Within ~wo years it had coll apsed 
la rgt:ly because of ddtercnccs 01·er its aflil iation 
to the \rorld Federat ion of Trade C nions. 
In I 053 came the fourth at tempt-the found:l
foundatt on ot the :\ll .\-igeria Trade C nion 
Federano n. .-\!ready in four sho rt years the 
S(g ns of collapoe arc evident. 

union officers has been 1·aluable in cxtendincr 
a kno1dedge of fir:.t principles to members and 
junior oflic ials of unions, hut the real cure for 
the prese nt troubles must come from within 
the trade union mo,·crncnt itself. A:\"TUF 
has los t the support ot~l but a small number 
of the larges t unions in the countrv and there 
are few signs of any reconci liatiO'n. Indeed, 
the General Secretan· of _-\~T!JF declared at 
a public meet ing rccentlv that the orcranisation 
had got rid of a lot of dcad\\·e ight"' and had 
been helped rather than hindered bv the 
depa~ture of so m:my leading trade ·union 
figures and important unions. I find this a 
remarkable statement; certainly it does not 
seem designed to heal the existing breach. 
I would ad1·ocate fe\\·er statements of this 
kind and a real effort to find some compromise 
whtch will recreate the unitv of the mo1·ement. 
There are too many irresponsible threats and 
accusations these day> which have done great 
damage to the good name of trade union ism. 
It would be better if less were to be said in 
p~blic. Otherwise the pattern of the past 
\nll repeat (tself and another orcranisation will 
rise to succeed A~TL-F. But how long will 
that in turn last ? 

\\·e. must ask oursekes whether the trade 
un(o~ mo1·ement is yet strong enough to 
~ usta (n a central federat ion. I bdie1·e that it 
IS, and that on ly th:ough a democraticallv led 
and 11·e1I directed central organisation ca~ the 
trade umon rno\·ement take its proper place in 
the h fe of the country. But there are certain 
precond(twns which I feel must be obsen·ed . 

Cnions should not become tools in the 
hand;;. of politicians. They must not be 
organ(sed on a tribal bas is, but should draw 
the(r members hip from anv worker in their 
field of operations whatever his recrional or 
tribal origin. "' 

T he constirution of the cent ra l organisation 
s~ould proVIde for votmg powers to vary 
\H~h the merr,berslup of the individual 
uruons. (At pre:>ent .\:'-iTUF gives the 
same 1·otmg powers to the smallest and 
most recently organised trade union as to 
the largest and longest established.) 

Per:;onalities must be prepared to sub
merge their personal interests and ambi tions 
where t~is will assist in maintaining trade 
unwn umty. 

The multiplicity of small unions must 
somehow be reduced by amal cramation or 
federation. "' 

The members of the unions must be 
satisfied that their contributions are being 
used for trade union purposes. 

Union officials and members must be 
educate? .t?. a better understanding of their 
respons(bJhties as well as their rights. 

The movement must draw more of its 
strength from unions in the Regions and rely 
less on Lagos support. 

Empl?yers must assist by showing a 
re~og~(t!On of the importance of trade 
u~omsm and giving a fair hearing to workers 
opm10ns. 

This is a long catalogue, but the trade union 
movem~nt cannot take its proper place until 
these thmgs are attended to. The work of trade 

The present trade union leaders in this 
country have a great respo nsibili ty. On them 
depends whether the trade union movement 
can grew to a status comparable to the T.C.C. 
in the United K ingdom or whether the 
movement will continue in~~ weak, ineffective 
and unco-ordinated state m which we find 
it at the present time. 

Question, That sub-head 1 be reduced by £5 
put and negatived. 

Original Question again proposed. 

~haji Abdulkadiri Makama (Central 
Zana) : Mr Chairman, Sir. in supporting this 
Hea~ for Labour, I ." ·ould like first of all to join 
prev10us speakers tn congratulating the hon. 
the Minister of Labour and Welfare and also the 
Labour Department for the fine work they 
have done for the workers of this country. We 
know that the Minister of Labour and the 
Labour Department have been paying such 
attention to the Nigerian workers on the 
Spanish island of Fernando Po and Gabon. 
I would like to remind the Minister and the 
L~bo~r D~partment that there are many other 
Ntgenans m many other countries of the world 
who are working there. 
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[n tn\" humble opinion, ;\·[ r Chairman , Sir , 
it is high time for the Labour Dcpart~tc nt _ tn 
take rc;l in terest in the welfa re of e\·ery ~ tgcnan 
worker wherever he is. It is a well k~own fact, 
;\[r Chairman, that all the countnes of the 
world arc al.ways in \·ery close touch mth the 
countries \\·here their O\\·n nat ronals res rdc and 
\\·ork, with a YiC\\. to ge tting for _those \~o rk~rs 
the best conditions of sernce possrble . . ~ rgc na, 
Sir, is marching rapidly towards self ~go\·ern
ment. \\"e cannot afford to forget the tntcrests 
of ou r fellow ~igerians simply becausr they 
happen to reside and work in other countncs. 
\ \"e want to know what the :.\Iuustcr and tht: 

should go further by making :;omt an nual grant 
in fa\·our of the:;~ Clubs. 

:\ lot of things owned b): these Boys' ant~ 
Girls' Clubs have been obtar~J by voluntary 
subscriptions by these young boys ~nd g~rls _a nd 
largely too from donattons from membe r~_ot ~~~ 

bl·c Quite rece nt[\· the hon. the :.\ltm~tcr 

Labour Department arc do ing in connectron 
with all the other :\ig<: rian workers \\·ho lt\"t: and 
work in other countries. 

:\ Ir Chairman, I suppor t. 

Alhaji Aliyu Bissalla (.-\buja) : :.\Ir Chair
man, S ir, in support of thts Drll, ! am to bnng 
it to the notice of the :.\Imrstcr ot Labour th,tt 
I \\·ant him to sec that we in the rural areas, Srr, 
are no\\" begging him to sec that those insp~ctors 
are ha\·ing co-operatton wtth the 0iatl\ e 
Authorities in the country for the catenng of 
the welfare of our people. They are medrcally 
left behind and we want the Minister to see t~at 
the Inspectors of Mines and other workmg 
companies see that all our people are catered for , 
for the good health and other amenmes of 
labour. 

\\"ith that, I support. 

Question put and agreed to. 

H EAD +1-Co-OPERATIYES 

£9,1 50f or Head+l-Co-operatives-agreed to. 
HEAD 42-SOCIAL WELFARE 

Question proposed, That £62,770 f or Head +2 
-Social Welfare-stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr L. J. Dosunmu (Lagos East) : Mr 
Chairman, Sir, one of the good parts of the 
:VIinister of Labour :'·hich s7ems to, have bee~ 
forgotten is his keen mterest m Boys and ~rrls 
organisations in Lagos and therefore I would 
like to take this opportumty, on be_half of the 
management of the Bo_ys' and Grrls ~tubs 
in Lagos , to persuade htm to get t_he Go\•ern
ment to give some sort of subvention to these 
oro-a nisations. I know Gove rnment has gone 
a long way by estab ~ishing ~he whole Depart
m ent of Social Welfare whtch looks after the 
in terests of th t: Boys' and Girls' Clubs m Lagos, 
but it is equally desirable that Go\·e rnment 

pu t · ·' b "ld" had the occasion to open a large ut mg to 
house the headquarters of these Clubs_ on the 
Mainland and it goes <t long way that tlus he~d
quarters was bui lt with the money o ~ ~he pn•a~~ 
indi \· idual. .-\lot of the dcconltlon~ and furm . 
ture in the premises \\"ere all supplted b) 
members of the pub lic. So [ am askrng the 
hon. :.\-linistcr to help us to persuade the 
Go\·ernment to gi\·e some annual grant to 

· · t ' t ·ome of tlwtr those organrsanons so na , 
taxing th .: msch·es . 

Question put and agreed tu. 

H EAD +3-:\ lr:-<ISTRY OF L \:\D , l\ I I);E5 
A);D PO \\"ER 

Question propo,·ed, That £25,990 f or Head 
+3:_,1-linistry of Land, L11111es al!li Pmrer
stand part of the Schedule . 

Mr F. E. Offor (Okig\\·i): :.\Ir Chairman, 
Sir, I beg to move th~t Head +3 b e r~duced by 
£ 10. I n doing so, Str, I bear m mmd tha_t a 
motion was withdrawn m thts House a ~ e\\ 
days ago which sought that ~e whole Drn
sional headquarters \\·ithin the Fed_eratton 
should get light . One thinks the Mrmster ?f 
Mines and Power could assume that as m 
those olden days when God created t~e world 
and said "Let there be light," th~ Mrmster of 
M ines and Power could use hts po:v~~ m 
saying "Let there be light" to those Drvtstons 
that deserve it. 

i.\Ioreo,·er, Sir, my question ~uring the _last 
Budget Session asking the Mrmster of Mmes 
and Power whether he thought_ i~ fit to see that 
those Divisions where electncrty pl~nts . are 
already installed could be supplie~ wrth hght 
there and the reply was negattve. I still 
insist', however, that th_e iVIinister should use 
his good offices to confer mth th~ E:C. N · to 
see that nearby places, such as Oktgwt, Awgu, 
Orlu and so on, should be served wrth power 
from the Oji River Power Statton. 

...Lmemlment proposed, 
by £1U. 

H~ad +3 to be reduced 
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Chief S. L. Akintola (Oshun \ Vest): I 
\\.OL;y',t like to invite the Minister's attention 
to \\·hat I conside r an unfortunate incident 
\\·hich happened so me time last year. It will 
be rememben:d that the hon. Members in this 
House were unanimous in appeali ng to the 
:\Iinistcr to review the system of land allocation 
in Ikoyi, and the Minister assured us that 
something would be done. In fa irness to 
him he e\·en gave us something in the nature 
of a ratio. He assured us that Africans \l·ould 
no longer be barred from obtaining land at 
Ikoyi. 

:\ow, a Commit tee \\·as set up at an admini
strat ive lt: \-el to apportion land in Ikoyi amongst 
those who applied for it, and the Committee 
1\· hich was set up consisted of six expatriate 
officers and one and a half N igerianS-\\·ell 
I am su re the O!lUS lies on me to explain 
\rhy I say one and a half Nigerians. Among 
the members of the Committee \\·as a retired 
CiYil Sen·ant who was absolutely independent, 
free, unfe tte~cd-he could, in fact , be regarded 
as a whole man- but then there was also a 
Federal L and Officer who as a C i,· il Sen ·ant 
had to serve on this Committee \\·ith his 
own Master-well , was he a full member ? 
They \\·ere to apportion four plots, but when 
the Report came out, it \\"as found that three 
of the four plots should be apportioned to 
non-:\iger ians, at least to "non-:\igerian 
interes ts" (in inverted commas), leaving how 
many plots ? 

Several hon. Members : One. 

Chief Akintola : I would like the Minister 
to look into this and put a stop to it. The 
composition of the Committee itself was 
bad enough, and I feel that if there is to be 
another Committee to apportion plots in 
lkoyi, there should be on that Committee a 
number of responsible and independent 
citizens of this country. I would even go so 
far as to say that members could be drawn 
from the Floor of this House to serve. The 
matter is very important and I would like the 
Minister to pay particular attention to it, and 
ensure that a recurrence of this state of affairs 
does not happen in future. 

I hope the Minister will keep on increasing
well, he is having a vigorous attach made upon 
him and his domain, which is land : he is not 
Minister for the Atlantic Ocean but for terra 
fi rma-solid ground. But the Atlantic Ocean 
is 1 igoruwdy attacking \"ictoria Beach, and 

c1·cry day part of his dominion is bci n:; S\\·ept 
away into the sea, and he has done noth ing 
about it . We gm·e him land to keep in t rust 
and we would like him to safeguard it, and 
not to keep his eyes upon it \\·l;cn the whole 
thing is \\·ashed a\\·ay . 

\\"e would like a positi \·c step to b<.! take n 
to arres t the encroachment being made O;t 
\"ictoria Beach by the sea. \\"e ha\·e said it 
here times without number, and will co ntin ue 
to say it, until perhaps the :.\Iin istcr becomes 
a litt le more fortunate than King Canute ; we 
\\·ould li ke him to assume sufficient pO\\W to 
te ll the Atlantic Ocean to stop , and it will stop. 
If he is not in a position to do it now, \\·e 

would like him to consult others and we are 
prepared to \·ote mo re money so that he 
might be po1\·e rful enough to arres t this un for 
tunate encroachm<:nt on his domain. 

I should also like to issue a \l·arning about 
something \\·hich, although it has not accually 
happened yet , in m~· opinion \\· ill soon come 
to pass unless th is House makes its \\·ishes 
known. A lot of land on \"icto ria Beach has 
been reclaimed. I am not su re when the 
Go\·ernment will consider it firm enough for 
use, but I appeal to the :\Iinister to see to it 
that that land is not apportioned in such a \\·ay 
that .-\fricans \\·i ll be debarred from it. I t has 
been reclaimed \\· ith our monev, in our interests. 
\\"e de not \\·ant to dri\·e ,;,\·ay our foreign 
fr iends, \\·e want them to ha\·e a share, but it 
must not be a share that \\· ill preclude us 
completely. I have heard it said that a big 
hotel will be built there, and about £1 million 
or £2 million spent on it , !:>ut whateYer will 
accomodate this land, it has been reclaimed 
for the benefit of N igerians. I insist, Sir, that 
the Minister should make an announcement 
as early as possible in this House as to what 
particular use this land is going to be put. 

The last point I would like to make is in 
connection with the staff of the Lands Depart
ment. I notice that the Chief Federal Lands 
Officer-well it goes without saying, he is an 
expatriate : the Deputy is an expatriate. I 
don't kn0\1" what qualifications are required in 
this particular case, but I feel that little know
ledge must be one of the essential quali fications. 
If so they have got people with the necessary 
knowledge i11 qua11tum in this country. The 
time has come for the i\Iinister to prevail upon 
the Public Service Commission to see that 
senior super-scale posts in this D epartment 
are open to :\igerians. 
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The :\Iinister is also in charge of mines. I Sitt ing re,·tuned. 
know that exploration is going on in this field, M. Zubairu Bamu ( Nassarawa): :\ Ir Chair-
in di tl~cnt parts of the country, but I cannot man, Sir, in supporting this Head I ha,·e to say 
help fc"e1 ing that the exploration is not extcn- that I am sorry that the l\Iini st~ r ot Land , 
si,·c enough. Members here come from ;\lines and Po,,·er has not toured my Di,·is ion 
dit-Iercnt ar.::as, and it is probable that these during his last tou r, as it was announced by the 
are.ls ha,·c untapped mineral resources, but N.B.S. that the Minister was to tour Lafia and 
it seems that this possibil ity has not been Kcffi. That is a large mining area, requi ring . 
~n au ircJ into. There has nen~r been anv especially power supplies. 
real im·es tiga tio n, at leas t to the kno,,·ledgc o'f 
the hun . :\-Icmbers in this House. Do they 
know " ·hat worth their so il is ? \\'hat has 
been done in the different const ituencies to 
find out if then: are any mineral resources 
the re ? Is any thing known about them ? 
There sho ul J be a reco rd kept somewhere that 
we cou lJ refe r to about this matter, so that we 
can know whether any explorat ions are being 
carr ied ou t or not . 

I do not want to mention places in particular 
But I happen to know that exploration in mining 
has been of a restricted nature. It m ay be that 
one way of meeting the situation is for the 
Mi nister to ask for more votes so that hi'., own 
branch dealing ~,·ith mineral exploration or that 
D epartment known as Geological Survey would 
be strengthened so that they would be able to 
give us at least some indication of what wealth 
lies buried in our soi l. 

The last charge in the i\Iinister 's care is 
Power-that is Electricity. I need not repeat 
but those who are more competent than myself 
have said it time without number, especially my 
good Friend on my left, the Minister plenipo
tentiary for rural areas, has brought forward the 
case for the rural areas. \ Ve would insist that 
the :\Iinis tc; r should get in touch wi th the 
Electricity Corporation so that electricity wol:!ld 
be extended to the rural as well as urban areas 
without much delay. vVe cannot keep on 
talking about industrialisation here ad infinitum 
without creating conditions under which true 
industrialisation can thrive. 

\ Vithout power there can never be prop~r 
industrialisation in this country. And m 
dealing with electr~city, there . c_an never be 
lVIinister of Power Wtthout electnctty. That he 
may continue to merit his name, I would like 
to see the North, the East, the West, Ur~an 
areas, rural areas, villages and towns, Sl_lpphed 
with plenty of power and we shall contmue to 
pray : more grease to the elbow of the Minister 
of Power. 
Sitting suspended. 

I wonder whether the l\-Iinister knO\\'$ that 
there are six electr ic generators whi ch ha,·e been 
lying in the P.W.D. yard at Kc ffi since 195+ 1 
In 1956 an electrical enginee r came and planned 
the area ; since then nothing has been clone. 

I want the :\I inistcr of Land, :\Iines and 
Po\\·er to show his power in installing elec tricity 
in Keffi, to serve the Government College, the 
T eacher T raining Centre, hospi ta l and the 
Town. 

i\·Ir Chairman, Sir, I observe that the 
Regional Market ing Boards reimburse ::\ati_ve 
Administrations for maintaining roads used tor 
the e\·acuation of cotto n, groundnuts and s0 on. 
Sir I ask the Federal Government " ·hether it 
wili take similar steps to r~imburse ::\at i,·e 
Administrations which maintain roads to the 
mining area. Since the inception of m ining in 
this countrv the Nati\·e Aclmi nistr:lt ions have 
had no shar~ in the proceeds ; ye t they maintain 
the roads to those areas. I should like to see 
some such provision made next year. 

Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr Jaja Wachuku (.-\ha) : :\[ r Chairman. 
Sir, there are a few points I want to make. 
One is in support of the Leader~of the Oppost: 
tion about Ikoyi lands. T he :\Itms ter ot 
Land, Mines and Power told us some time ago 
that he was going to do something about the 
golf course at Ikoyi : I notice that that golf 
course is still there. I think he should 
acquire the whole of that place for building for 
governmental and other purposes. I do not 
see the use of that golf course; I do not see the 
reason why such a huge chunk of land should 
be reserved for playing golf and the rent paid 
by the Club there is negligible. I think that 
land could be better utilised by the Govern
ment as building land. 

Now, Sir, there is another important point 
which I want to bring before the House : that 
is that there is a tendency for business people 
in Lagos to speculate in building. It has 
become the habit for some people to put up 

(--!64) 

I Fl ousc of Rc(!rc<clllwi,·cs Debates 

SS l [The [957-58 .-lppruprialiun Dill] [ (> :\l.-\RCI-1 l 'l.i7 [Commillee ] 882 

buildings and then ge t the Gm·crnmcnt to hire So I am reminding you of your duties. You 
these bui ldings at exho rbitant rents, so many arc li,·ing too much on our generosity in this 
years in aclnmce- you sec the one by th e House and I hope the i\Iinisters ,,-ill play tl1tir 
cemetery in Ikoyi there : I was a member o f the part and acqu ire lane\ for themsch-cs and ka~·e 
Finance Committee ,,-he n this matter <:arne up; our houses for us. 
,,-e did not 11·ant to approve of that , because it 
11a> heard that the rent ,,·as e~ trcmcly high; 
in fact, it ,,·as turned do,,-n and, later on, the 
Minister cam~ on his knee~-he ,,-,ultcd some
" ·here to put the l\igcrianisation Office r, and 
a place for training. 

\\ 'ell , 11e thought if 11e did not help him at 
that stage, it would be said that the F inance 
Co mmittee ,,-as standing in the ,,·ay of ::\ige ria
nisat ion and that th e failure of that policy 
,,·a uld be clue to the fa ilure of the Finance 
Committee to appro,·e of the hiring of that 
building. :\Iy point is this : this racket of 
hiring buildings at e~horbitant rents . from 
p ri,·ate o11·ners sho uld stop. I t 'muld be ,-c ry 
interesting to find out how much the Go,·ern
ment is payi ng for the building in "·hich the 
Department of i\Iarketing and E~ports is 
housed-and there arc other buildings too . 
\\'by should not this Go,·ernmcnt tr\' to 
acq~i re land by \ \'a)' of leases from the ·land 
O\mers, particularly in areas ,,-hich are no,,
undergoing demolition ? (fnterruption). It 
should be by negotiation. The Go,·emment 
itself can introduce legislation to protec t the 
interests of our people here : we praise the 
Go,·ernment for doing that . 

But it does not matter ,,-hat legislat ion yo u 
enact here. the Syrians ,,- ill ahni\'S go by ni ght 
and talk to these people and pay money so 
that the\' can acquire interests in these 
properties on "·hich exhorbitant ren ts are 
charged. Instead of that happening, the 
Go,·ernment should step in ; get some of these 
areas on leasehold and then resen ·e them for 
building purposes. 

l\'ow, we are always asking the Minister of 
Land, Mines and Power for power, power, 
po\Yer-but what about the acquisition of land ? 
Does that not belong to that Ministry ? \Vhat 
will happen when the House of Representat i,·es 
for instance, has control of its own affairs ? 
It may want to expand : what will happen ? 
The l\ilinistry of Land, Mines and Power has 
not even acquired land for its own uses ; the 
Minister has no shelter for himself. And the 
next will be the Minister of Transport : what 
wi ll happen ? He will have no office ; the 
Minister of Internal Affairs has already had to 
mo\·e to the Kit Kat. 

The~ext point is that the Leader of the 
Oppos ition talked about that rcclairnccl area 
along \'ictoria Beach, and l ,,·ant to beg the 
:\I inister not to allow any commercial interests 
or any other priva te interest to poke thei r noses 
along that area because that should be a shall-
piece. Some time the GoYernment may want 
to put up a hotel, or whate,·er it is-a public 
buildi ng-and ships entering the Port pass 
right by there ; those are the areas you 11·ant to 
sec. \\ 'c \\'Ou lcll ike the Government to resen·e 
that area, no matter what inducements are 
offered by private interests, because land is 
becom ing extremely scarce in Lagos. .-\n cl , if 
the Gm·ernment gi,·es away land now ,,-e shall 
ha,·e no opportunity for building in the future. 

I know a case-a long the I\Iarina, ,,·here the 
::\.B.S. used to be : a little portion. \\ 'e had to 
pay about £30,000 in order to get that because 
a commercial firm 11·as bargaining to get it. 

.-\t one time we had to secure that land for 
£ ++,000. There was a commercial company 
offeri ng a fantastic figure. Then we made it a 
condition that if the O\\·ners were not prepared 
to se ll or lease to the Government, then it should 
be acqui red compulsorily, because if we do not 
acquire the land now, and in future we should 
want to exe;.ncl the Post Office, we rna,· ha,·e to 
pay a fabulous amount of money to the p ri,·ate 
company that may ha\·e acquired it before hand. 
That is why I ,,·ant to point this matter out. 

The next thing I would like the Minister to 
tell us is this. Have Shell D'Arcy Company 
found any oil in the Eastern Region in com
mercial quantity ? 

I ask this question because at mile 8, 
opposite the airport on Port Harcourt. Shell 
D' Arcy has acquired a new area of land where 
they have built industrial estates and also 
between mile 9 and II there is a large portion 
of land being cleared by Shell D 'Arcy. 

Am I to understand the Shell Company is 
making all these investments without oil haYing 
been found in commercial quantity ? I ha,·c 
my own ideas about this. 

I want to ask the Minister to tell us something 
of the act i,·ities of Shell Company, so that we 
\\ill know what rea lly is the present position. 
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There arc other points I could raise, but they 
come under so mam· ot her Heads which wou ld 
in ,·ol ,·e a lot o.f time, th<!refore I would not like 
to go any further in this cas~. 

Maitama Sule (Kano City) : :\lr Chairman, 
I do not want to be misunderstood as trying to 
drive out all aliens from this country, but from 
my perso nal experience, I ha n:_ bee~ prompted 
'<) say a word or t\\"O in order to emphasise 
certain points that haYe bc<! n raised by hon. 
:\Iembcrs in this Hous<:. 

:\I r Chairman, Sir, we are trying to build an 
independent ~igeria where life \ri ll be abund
ant for all people of all sec tions in e\·e ry part of 
t he cou ntry, and in that case it is important 
therefore that we must try to safeguard the 
interes ts of the people in the country and no t 
try to perhaps bring them down. 

I am not trying to accuse the :\I inister 
because he may not know what is going on. 
\\' hen you gi,·e.indigenous nati\'es any piece of 
land am·where, and this is true throughout the 
country·, it has been the custom of these Syrians 
and Lebanese to come round and offer these 
nati ,·es large sums of money for the ir piece of 
land, and in that way they deprin: these people 
of their land. l' nless the Go,·ernment steps 
in and prevents these people from doing this 
we will \\·ake up one day to find that our land 
belongs to these Syrians and Lebanese. We 
do not want that. That is what ,,.e are trying 
to point out to the Government that in one 
way or another these Syrians and Lebanese will 
try to get this land from the natives. 

Will the Go,·ernment please do something 
to stop this deprivation of the natives of this 
country of their God-given inheritance ? That 
is what we are all after. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, these are my remarks. 

Chief V. Duro Phillips (ljebu West) : :\Ir 
Chairman, Sir, I would like to speak briefly on 
two departments that come within the portfolio 
of the hon. Minister of Land, Mines and Power. 

The first is the Mines Department. E,·ery 
year we hear of the restrictive attitude of the 
i.\·Iines Department in dealing with applications 
from 1\igerians either for prospecting rights 
or for mining leases. A lot has been said about 
this , and this year it is my duty to announce 
to the honourable Minister that a noticeable 
change of heart has taken place in the :\lines 
Department. Applications from .1\igerians 
have been dealt with on merit and there has 

been no prohibitive attitude in dealing with 
such applications. People with the necessary ... 
material and necessary experience are now •• 
allowed to go into the fie lds either to prospect 
or to mine but, Sir, there is something that 
is s ingu larl~ood about the :\lines Department. 

We are already committed to a policy of 
~igerianisatio n and we have given mandates 
to our :\Iiniste rs to pursue this policy in all 
ea rnestness. The l\Iines Department should 
be commended as far as pursuing this policy 
is concerned within the upper structure of 
the set up of this Department . Africans have 
been able to go as far as the fifth place on the 
ladder, that is up to the Post of Senior Inspector 
of !\lines. 

I would now speak S ir , on the Geological 
Survey Department. It appears that the 
activities of this Department are shrouded in 
myste ry . \\'e know noth ing of their activities 
apart from the fact that :\ige rianisat ion here is 
a farce. \\" ~: are not given the opportunity 
of knowing what is being done. Information 
floats around that that very valuable and vital 
mineral has been foun d in ~ige ria. This is 
U ranium. I venture to ask Mr Chairman 
through the Honourable :\Iinister, is it true 
that Uranium is now being mined in N igeria 
and if so, since when has this vital mineral been 
fo und. 

With regard to Nigerianisation Sir, I say that 
the geological survey has closed its eyes to 
encouraging ~erians to assume higher posts 
in this department. The highest place in 
which we can find an African is that of what we 
would call laboratory technologist, that is as 
far as about the seventeenth position in the 
ladder in the Estimates. Why Sir, is it 
impossible for the honourable Minister to 
ensure that Africans are trained, or Nigerians 
for that matter, are awarded scholarships to 
study geology with a view to taking over from 
the number of expatriates at the top of the 
department, when we do in fact attain self
government ? 

Alhaji Muhammadu Sarkin Burmi Moriki 
(East Sokoto): Mr Chairman Sir, the question 
I would like to propose to the honourable 
Minister of Land Mines and Power is that in 
view of the great need of my people in Kaura 
Namoda Town, he would give his immediate 
attention to the supplying of this Town with 
Power. 

Sir, 1 support. 

(466) 

House of Rcprcscnrarivcs Debar.:'; 

SS5 (The 1957-58 A ppropriativn Bill] 16 :\L\.RCH 1957 (Committee ] SSt) 

Mr A. Adeyinka (lbada n Central): :\l r 
Clu irman Sir, 1 ,,·ould like to dra ,,· the attention 
of the :\Iinisters to the discontent on the side of 
the Drawing Section of the Sun·ey Department 
under his po rtfolio Actually Sir , th is Sect ion 
of the Department h<lS in the past been neglected . 

I understand thev ha,·e submitt<:d a memo
randum asking for the creation of the post of an 
.-\ ss istant Executiv~: Office r. The\· ha,·e bee n 
Jenied promotion in that Section Sir, and I 
,,·ould first appeal to the :\I inister to look in to 
th is matter and see that something is done 
about it. These people ha,·c complained that 
the Randell Report recommended that the 
post of Executive Officer shou ld be created for 
then1 and I think the recommendatio n of the 
Randell Report has not been put into action by 
the De partment. 

Therefore, I am asking the :\Iinister to look 
into this matter and see that somethi ng is done 
about it. 

Mr L. 0. Tobun (l;;pe) : :\lr Chairman , I 
• ,,·otdd like to speak generally on a matter 

under the po rtfolio of the :\Iini:;ter of :\lines 
and Power. 

The point I ,,·ould like to make is about 
electricity. :\Iembers of this House hm·e 
complained bi tterly about the supply of 
electricity to various parts of the Federation 
of :\igeria, and I remember that the i\-Ii nister 
for i\Iines and Power said that it would not be 
possible for all sections forming the Federa
tion of ~igeria, to be supplied with electricity. 
One can understand it. But certain plans 
should be made, or means should be found, 
whereby a certain portion of this country 
should be supplied with electricity. 

When I say that, I can see that it is not 
impossible for the Minister of :\lines and 
Power to formulate a policy whereby a rural, 
or urban area of the Federation, would be 
supplied with electricity. In this way, any 
isolated area in the Federation could be 
supplied with elect ricity. The Electricity 
Corporation does not need to bring to the area 
high-power electricity, but some certain plant 
of a reasonable power, which could light just 
a population of say 50,000 people. When I 
say this, I say it from experience. I have an 
expatriate fr iend-a man who is an expert on 
electricity. When I was planning to have 
part of my constituency supplied with elec tri
city, then he told me that thtHe are certain 

regu la tions for the Electricity Corporation, 
,,·h ich forbid private electricity companies 
from operat ing in ~igc ria. If these regula
tions can be so ar ranged to allo,,· pri,·ate 
en terprise in elect ricity, they will be abk to 
light nea rly e\·e ry corner of the country, ,,·hich 
com prises the Federation, in this way, helping 
the communi ty of a gi,·en popu!ation. 

.\ certain standard of plant will be insta lled 
in that area to a i,·e light to the commu nitv
perhaps 20.000" people, or 50,000 people. 
Then my friend cited Owode, in Abeokuta , 
as an example. (Interruption.) So that for 
the :\·Iinister of :\l ines and Power to sa\· tha t 
it is impossible to light e\·e ry part of the 
cou ntry with elec tricity, brings the suggestion 
to my mind tha t the :\Iin ister of :\l ines and 
Power is trying to shirk the responsib ili ty 
under his port fo lio. 

The second point is this q uestion that hon. 
.\deyinka has just mentioned, and that is 
Su rYey Department. ... (One han. :\!ember: 
Hm:e you been briefed?) Yes, I ha,·e been 
briefed about it. There is a lot of Africans 
suffer iPg in that Department. :\o encourage
me nt is given to them. I mean the conditions 
of sen· ice of these people are such that nobody 
would like to go and work in that office. :\·o 
pro,·is ion is m ade for people who ha\·e been 
,,·orking for almost t\,·enty yean to rise up to 
certain Handards which can be an encourage
ment for a new entrant to come in. H ere is a 
man who is fast in drawing, he knows his job , 
he does not requi re any other qualificat ion. 
What he has !_:') do is to draw certain things. 
If he could do it, then that is the qualification 
required. So if a man has been able to do all 
that, by all means let that man be gi,·en an 
opportunity to pro,·e himself. He might do 
better than that. Because he has not been 
giYen an opportunity, he is discouraged, and 
he will not do anything better, but if he is 
encouraged to try to work hard, he would see 
that he does the best thing that the Department 
requires. 

In this case the Drawing Section of that 
Department has not been encouraged by the 
Head of that Department, and the Head of the 
Department I understand, is directly under 
the M inistry of Land, Mines and Power. 
H e should talk to him that, " here are some 
people suffering and they are Africans". 
That does not require the highest qualifications 
from abroad. T hose in tb. ~ Drawing Section 
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should be given the chances. What thcr do his charge, he is doing this count ry ,·cry g r<:at 
there now is that among a strength of ·staff disscn·ice. 
of some 20, 30 or 40 people one man is just The Chairman : The hon. :\ Ien\bcr's 
gi1·en some increase in salary over the oth.: r speech is rather 11·antkring fron\ the path of 
people, just to manage the Section. That is Land, :\lines and Po11·er, and I hope that he 
not what we require. This man has been in will !ea1·e time for the :\[iniste r to reply. 
that position for some time. He himsdf is Mr Tobun : Than k yoLI 1·cry much, J\lr 
not satisfied because there is no future prospect, Chairman. When I say things I do so 1,·ith a 
and th ose behind him arc not sat isfied because certain national motive \\'hich I feel I am not 
they cannot go to that man's post. It is for responsible for. I ll'oulcl li ke every :VIinistcr 
him alone. If that post is made for people ht: rc to be consc ious of his position and try to 
\\'ho can just aspire to it, the lo\\'est man 11·i ll be a :\Iinister fo r the .-\frican people of this 
be doing serious work so that he could hold countn·. 
the position which that man holds. The- Minister of Land, .Mines and 

Mr Speaker, I wish to speak now generally 
on the matter under the portfolio of the 
l\linister of Land, Mines and P011·er. \\"hen 
I say that I realise that Ministers are not 
created so that they can bear the name of 
Ministers alone. They are created to work, 
and not that alone, they are African Ministers, 
not European. Any European who is in this 
House by virtue of his office is not a Minister. 
(Some lzon. Members: What about the 
Chief S ecretary ? The Chief Secretary is not 
a Minister. 

But what is happening in that Department Power (Alhaji :\Iuhammadu Ribadu) : i\ Ir 
is that one man is just singled out and gi1·e n Chairman, Sir, I think I ha1·e said a lot about 
that post. For him alone. After some time, elec tricity during this Sess ion of the House, 
because· he cannot go further, he is not satisfied. and the only thing I can add to that is this. 
He cannot go further. 'What would he do ? I ,,·ould reassure the House that I fully appre
He just puts in anything he can do. But if ciate the need and importance of electr icity, 
he kno\\'s that there is a certain opportunity and all the points raised here, I 11·ill say it 
before him, he \\'ould do better and tn· to pro,·e again, 11·ill be 1·cry carefully studied. But I 
himself. But not that alone. People after would sound a note of 11·arning, and that is to 
him who \\·ould have worke_d seriously to aspire the effect that hon. Members should be aware 
:" that position would feel that the position of the fact that even if it is the intention of the 
was created for this man, and let him carrY on. Go1·ernment to electrit\· the 11·hole of the 
I think on these things the Minister of Land, country, it has to be a· gradual process, and 
Mines and Po\\'er should think serioush· o1·er maybe probably the grandson of the Leader of 
these things. • the Opposition is the one who will see it finally 

executed. 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun 'Nest) : On a 
point of order, Sir. I am only protesting on 
behalf of the Attorney-General. He is A.G., 
and that means 'Action Group'. (Laughter.) 

Mr Tobun : I said that in this House we 
have African Ministers, and they are placed 
in that position for one reason only, and that 
reason is to cater for the welfare of the African 
people of this country. If an African Minister 
for a certain reason will just go down on his 
knees to take instructions from an expatriate 
Permanent Secretary before he gets things 
done in his Department, or the portfolio under 

Mr Chairman, Sir, the Leader of the Opposi
tion has mentioned the question of the alarming 
situation now taking place at the Victoria 
Beach, and that is the encroachment of the 
sea. \\"ell, I would like to say that this does 
not come within my reponsibility. It is the 
responsibility of ~ny Colleague the Minister 
of Transport and, speaking on his behalf I 
can assure the House that very, very soon he 
will come to my rescue. My responsibility, 
Sir, is the question of reclamation and for that 
matter already we have an investigating team 
carrying out several surveys in order to ascer
tain the suitability of the area there for building 
purposes. When this is done, and the report 
is favourable, and if the Financial Secretary 
will allow me to dip my hands into his pocket 
again, I will come to the House for more 
funds in order to carry out the work. 

Members have warned me that no land 
should be gi,·en to aliens in that part icular 
area, and I can assure the House that there is 
no intention whatsoever to make allocation to 
anybody until such a time as the whole pro
gramme is completed. 
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The hon. i.\lr Jaja \\"achuku hJs mentioned The Leader of the Opposition also mentioned 
the question of golf course . ... \\'e.ll, I would the question of allocation of plots at Ikoyi. 
like to repo rt to the House, Sir. rna t an ami- I \\'Ould like to refer him ttJ>Othe speech I made 
cabk agreement, a ge nt!.:ma n·s ag rt.:cment, in this House la:; t year."' ::\o matter \\'hat 
has been reached bet11·een my:;dt and the might be the composit ion of the Committee, 
trustees of the golf cou rse and they m~e to the Committee is only there to carry out the 
me a liberal , a generous ges tme by letting me policy already laid do\\'n by the Counci l of 
ha1·e 45 acres out of their land. l\Iinisters and appro1·ed by this House. 

Chief Akintola : On a point of explanation, (!uterruptiou). 
Sir. \\ 'hat is the total acreage ? I refer you to the speech I made here in this 

House at length, reporting th<! \\'hole situation. 
Minister of Land, Mines and Power : I said \\'e have 100 plots to be allocated to 

\\'ell I cannot sav the total acr<::l <>c otf hand. indil·iduals. Out of thcs<:, 70 \\'ill go to foreign 
But I think it is S'omething in tnt' neighbour- d z- ,.. . 

~ people an :> to.' Igenans. hood of ISO acres. 

Chief Akintola : And 11·e h:~, · e only +5 ? 

Chief Duro Phillips : You r o" ·n property? 

Minister of Land, Mines and Power : 
Yes. It is m•; 011·n propen~-. it is Gove rnment 
property leased to another organ isa tion. .-\t 
the present time, Sir, the land bc:longs to the 
trustees of the golf course and I \\'O uld like 
the House to bear with me that it is a generous 

Chief Akintola : I am sorrv. Sir, I do not 
want to cut the Minister short; .but what rent 
is paid to the Gon:rnment ? 

Minister of Land, Mines and Power : 
I need notice of that question. 

\Veil that is the situation as it is now, Sir. 
We ha~e 45 acres out of the total land \\'hich 
is nOI\' being held by the golf cou rse trustees. 

Another point I would like to speak on in 
connection \\·ith that, Sir, is that the ge'tf 
course is not only an area to enable people 
to play golf, a sort of recreation ground : it is 
also a green belt which will beautify the 
position of the Federal capital of Lagos. 

The hon. Mr Jaja Wachuku mentioned 
something about government hiring ~rivate 
buildings for its offices. But I thmk, S1r, the 
hon. Member himself is quite aware that 
Government is forced to do it because so many 
government activities are now expanding, new 
offices, new Ministries springing up, and you 
cannot ha1·e them on the open ground-! 
mean accommodation must be found somehow. 
That is the reason why the Go1·e rnment is 
forced to lease these houses from private 
011·ners, in order that they can :~~commodate 
the officers. I can assure the House that a 
Committee has been set up nO\\' to look into 
the possibility of putting an end to this practice. 
(Hear, hear). 

Some hon. Members : Taribk. 
The Minister of Land, Mines and 

Power : \Vhen the matter \Y:IS brought herr 
last year Members raised no objection. 

Chief S. L. Akintola (Oshun West) : 
think your arithmetic is wrong. Out of 100, 
72 foreigners, 25 to :'Jigerians, that does not 
make 100. 

The Minister of Land, Mines and 
Power : 25 to :\'igerians and 75 to E.uropeans, 
that brings the total to 100. I \\'Ould like to 
remind l\Iembers again that the House ratified 
these proposals last year. 

One hon. Member mentioned the question 
of promotion prospects in the Survey Depart
ment. According to him, up till now, nothing 
has been done in order to implement what 
has been recommended by G orsuch. I shall 
be referring to the Estimates, in which he will 
see that 10 in the executi1·e grade have been 
inserted in the Estimates and when the House 
approves these Estimates some of the junior 
staff will be promoted into these grades and 
futher promotion will be open to them. 

The Leader of the Opposition also mentiohed 
about the survey of our mineral ·resources. 
Sir I would like the House -to know that 
ge~logical survey is a very important depart
ment, small as it is, but it is growing and you 
can see from the Estimates it is growing from 
year to year and our country is a very vast 
country ; we cannot expect to have a general 
survey overnight. 

Chief Duro Phillips also mentioned the 
question of lack of Nigerianisation in that 
Department. As hon. !\'!embers are a\\'are, 
Sir, this kind of job does not attract Nige
rian young men to come forward to take it 
as a career. I would like hon. Members to see 
what they can do by persuading our young 
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men to take up this profession as a career. I The l'v!inister of Resea rch and Informa
can assure you that "·hen su itab le ca ndidates tion (Chid .Kolawolc lhlogun) : rose in his 
come forward, they "·ill be absorbed. place and claimed to mo,·c, T~at the Question 

be now put, •• 
Chid D uro Philips asked me \\·hcther 

uranium is being mined. \\"ell, as far as I 
know it has not yet been started, but sanmles 
have been sent to laborator ies in England !:'id 
the resu lts are still awaited . 

An hon. i\"Iember also asked me ,,·hethcr the 
Shell people have nO\\" found oi l in the East 
in larrrc quantities. In my speech on the 
Addre~s from the Throne-if the hon. :-Iembcr 
was absent, I would like him to read my speech 
for all the in formation he requ ires. 

The House also emphasised the question of 
alienation of land b\· al iens. In the Go,·ernor
General's Speech from the Throne, he told 
the House that during this Session of the 
House a Bill will be introduced to prohibit 
the alienation of land bv aliens. I would like 
i\lcmbcrs to resen·e thei'r comments until such 
time as this Bill is in troduced to the H ouse and 
then they will be ab le to discuss the Bill and 
offer their suggestions as much as possible. 

M . Yakubu Wanka, Wazirin Bauchi 
(Central Bauchi): l\Ir Chairman, Sir, I would 
like to support this H ead. The most important 
th ing here is the supply of electricity. The 
E.C.:\., S ir, has been experimenting for some 
time past but I hope with the l\ Iinister of 
Power and the new :\Iembers of the Corpora
tion, the situation will be imprO\·ed very shortly. 

:-rr Chairman, Sir, I have had a demand 
from my constituency that Bauchi should be 
provided with electricity. Bauchi, Sir, is one 
of the headquarters in the ::--: orthern Region and 
is a headquarters of great importance through
out the region. Sir, various institutions ha,·e 
been built- the Secondary School, the Senior 
Primary School, the T eachers' Training Centre, 
the Rural Education Centre, the General 
Hospital and so on. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, the new p roposal is , ·ery 
important. The population of the to\\·n is 
growing steadily and the town is becoming 
more and more important from the commercial 
point of view. 

Sir, I hereby put before the Minister that 
this humble request should be given fair 
consideration. 

Question, That the Question be nrnu put, put 
and agreed to . 

Question, That H ead +3 be reduced by £ 10 
put and negatived. 

Original question put and agreed to. 

HEAD 4+- L\:\D 

Question propo;·ed, That £l'i3i,7i0 fo r H ead 
44-Land-stand part of the .'ichedule. 

Mr J. C. Obande (South East Idoma) : :\Ir 
Chairman, Sir, I beg to mo,·e to reduce Sub-. 
H ead 9 by £10. This Amendment " ·hich 
re fe rs to Regional Agency Fees, has a vott: of 
£5,000. I would like ,·c ry much to know the 
relationship between the Reg-ional Agencies 
under this S ub-Head and the :\[i nister of 
L and, i\Iines and Po \\·er. C nder this :-lotion, 
I have obsen·ations to make \\·hich I am 
now putting before this honourable ?rouse. 
I have noticed that in the Region, we ha,·e 
Land Officers working under the Commissioner 
of Lands. It is gratifying to note that many of 
these Land Officers are :\iger ians. :-ry reason 
for referring to this particu lar Sub-Head 9 is to 
seek advice to reduce corruption which exists in 
the D epartment which is under debate. 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun \\"est): On 
ooin t of information, S ir, the speaker said many 

~of the Land Officers are Africans. ln the 
Estimates there are onlv two Land Officers. 
Do you mean many of two ? (Laughter). 

Mr Obande : I have learnt from a reliable 
source, Sir, that some Land Officers in the 
Region by means of corruption have made it 
impossible for poor taxpayers to get land for 
their dwelling-houses : for the reason that 
the poor taxpayers could not afford to grease 
their hands. In so doing, it was possible to 
suspend their applications and in many cases 
submit those applications that they hope will be 
beneficial to themselves. 

There is a certai n instance which I can cite. 
There was one among these Land Officers in a 
particular Region who served in many places 
and has now been transferred to headquarters 
because of so many reports of corruption made 
against him. This particular Land Office r has 
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d d he is probabh· now acting as 
been promote ~n. ncr of Land and in his 
Deputy CommiSSLO . hi. Deputy and his 
office, to m y surpnse, h., · :-~ verv home 

. e all from 1s 0" · · f 
Assistant a r . , f the fact thJt in spite o 
rown. In VIC\\ 0 · ade against 
all the reports of codrrur~~~""~:;t that th is 
b. he was promote , , "" . 

1111. I ffi be censured as a warmng_ to 
p~~~:~~su oa/ h~s ~:l~bre, because sue~ a promonon 
~ends to discourage the honest cm plo~ ecs. 

Si r, I beg to st:pport. 

T 0 S Benson (Lagos \\'est): rose 
Mr · · · . d .. That the 

in his place and c\alme to mn. e, 
Question be now put. 

Question, That the Question b,· 1/(n~ put, put 

and agreed to. L d 
Question, That S ub-head 9, H~a.~f -++- an -
~ d db £10 put and negatt«d. be re ccce Y • 

1 
Original question put and agreeu to. 

Mr Speaker resumed the Cha~r. . 
t ·ct a.,oain on 

Co!!l.lltittee report progress : o ' 
J1londay, 18th Marclz. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The Minister of Research and I~or~a-
. (Chief .Kolawole Balogun) : :. Ir dpea er,_ 

tlOn . That this House o no\\ 
I beg to mo' e, 
adjourn. 

W k (AihaJ·i l nuwa 
The Minister of or s 

Wada) :Sir, I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 

~The Minister of Works (Alhaji I nu 'k~a 
s· 1 ,·ant to ma e 

\\"ada) : ~vlr Speaker, ~~ vot~ 'to th.: ho n. 
an announcement throug h ff ·c· that this 
:-Iembc r:> of. t_!lis, Hou~c t~~e rte eise a~ ~xhibition 
afternoo n at J 

0 clo~.' f th: Fcdt:ral Public 
of some of the \\Or t" t~e Exhibition Centre 
,-orks Department a · d e 

' h i\1 . '\Icmb"ers are in,·itc to a pr -
at t e ' anna .. - . . d I sure :\{embers 
view of this exhibitiOn a[nf I amo to th~ Exhibi-

"11 fi d . . te re ·ti na t \e\· g . 
WI n It m f , - o·, I k the re will be ofnccr:> 
tion Centre be ore' o c oc · d 
of my i\ Iinistry to conduct tht:m roun . 

. want to announce to :\ Icmb..:rs 
Sir, I also . " to be a film show of some 

that there IS g~m., k· · . ·• 1 out bv the 
f the interesnn" wor , carn~;c ; 1 k 
~ dt:ral Public \\"'orks Departm.:nt at l) o c oc. 

e :.ronda,· in the grounds of tlus H ouse . 
on . . 
Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

~esoh"ed, That this House do no"· adjourn. 

d. o/. at t"·eh:e miwttes 
-4djocmced accor til_, ) 1londa1· 

to. tu:elve o'clock un til 10 a.m. Olt ! • , 

18th i\larch, 1957. 
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I-IOL'SE OF REPRESE::<'T:\T[\ 'E'i .-l lts<cer-

-"!IGERIA The Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Jlanday, 18th ,1/arclt, 1~57 

The !louse met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(:\Ir Speaker in the Chair) 

PAPERS 

Mr Speaker : Order, order. I ha,·e to 
anno_unce that the following Papers alr~ady 
dtstnbuted to l\Iembers are deemed to han: 
been laid on the Table :-

(i) Statement of the Policy Proposed by 
the Go\·ernment of the Federation for the 
Establishment of Post Offices within l\igcria; 

(ii) The 5th Annual Report and Statement 
of Accounts of the Electricity Corporation 
of :\"igeria, for the year ended 31st :\Iarch 
1956. ' 

QUESTIONS AND ORAL ANSWERS 
Questian-

• 0.159. MrS. S.J. Tarka asked the i\Iiniste r 
of Tradt: and Industry :- · 

In view of the great demand for cheap motor 
cars by families in the lower income groups, if 
~e wdl secure free trade in respect of cars 
Imported from India, Japan, \Vestern Germanv 
and the l" nited States of America ? · 

Ans-wer-

Ministry of Trade and Industry : Five 
people ha,·e rccei,·ccl loans from the Federal 
Loans Board so far. I do not know where 
they are ordinarily resident, but the enterprises 
for \\·hich the loans were m;~dc are being 
carried on in the Federal territory of Lagos. 
Supplementaiy to 0 .160-

M. Mormoni Bazza (':\orth _-\ damawa Trust 
T erritory) : How many of such loa ns are gi\·en 
to people outside the Federal Territory of 
Lagos? 
.-lnszcer-

The Parliamentary Secretary : :\"one, so 
far. 
Que,·tion-

.. 0.186. Mr J . I. Izah asked the :\Iinis ter of 
Trade and Industry:-

What industrial projects he proposed to 
estab lish in Aboh Di\·ision during the period 
of the Economic Programme of the Gm·ern
ment of the Federation, 1955-60 ? 
A11sxcer-

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Trade and Industry : The 
Federal Government has no present plans to 
establish industries in the Aboh Division. 
Supplementary to 0.186-

Mr J. I. lzah (Aboh) : May I know whether 
any in,·estigation has been, or is beincr, made 
to establish such industries. 

0 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Trade and Industry (Chief 0. Anm·er-
Oweh)_: Imports fro.m the United States into~ The Parliamentary Secretary : Mr Spea-
countnes of the Sterhng Area must be restricted ker, I need notice of that question: 
t? .essentials because of the Sterling Area's Question-
!lmlted resources of dollars. Licences to • . 
Import from Japan are issued in terms of value, . <?.210. Mr E. C. Akwtwu asked the 
not of specific goods, so there would be nothin()" Mm1ster of Trade and Industry :-
to prevent the holders of such licences fro~ If he would state what proportion of specific 
importing cars if they wished ; that they ha\·e Impor.t Lic~nces was iss.ued to Afr.ican impor
never done so IS presumably due to lack of ters _ VIS-a-vzs European 1m porters m the years 
demand. There are no restrictions on the 195::~ and 1956 and the first quarter of 1957 
import of cars from \Vestern Germany or India. respectively, and for what average value or 

':Juestion-
• 0.160. Mr L. L. Lakunle asked the 

viinister of Trade and Industry :-

How many people have received loans from 
he Federal Loans Board and how many of them 
re ordinarily resident in the Federal T erriton· 
f Lagos ? · 

quantity ? 
Answer-

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Trade and Industry : The 
information sought is not all available in Lagos. 
It is being assembled as quickly as possible, and 
I will, with permission, see that it is circulated 
in the Official Report as soon as it is ready. 
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Supplemel/ tary to 0.210-
ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun W.:st) : Are m: 

to undcrst;~nd from that , Sir, that licences and 
p~rmits are n0 t issued from Lagos. 

AnHcer • 
The Parliamentary Secretary : Licences 

ar~ not issued all from Lagos-they are issued 
from Lagos, Ibaclan , Kano and Port Harcourt . 

Question-
*0.187. Mr J. I. Izah asked the :\[inister of 

Internal Affairs:-

If he is aware of the prese nt dilapidated state 
of the \\"arclers' quarters in Kwale, and what 
steps he i; taking to remedy the situation ? 

Al!,·'l~·er-

The Minister of Internal Affairs (Hon . 
J. :\I. Johnson): The Warders' houses at Kwale 
are not dilapidated ; they are of mud block 
construction with pan roofs in fair condition. 
Renovating materials have already been for
warded but it is not proposed to rebuild the;e 
until all thatch roofed buildings at other prisons 
have been replaced. 

Supplementary to 0.1 87-
Chief S. L. Akintola (Oshun West): Does 

the hon. :\Iinister know that the Questioner, 
coming from this side of the HGuse, knows more 
about \Varders than himself ? 

Question- ., 
*0.212. Mr E. C. Akwiwu asked the 

Minister of Internal Affairs :-

If he will gi\·.: the number of Nigerians in the 
senior grades of the staff of the Prisons Depart
ment, and the number holding super-scale 
posts. 

Anszcer-
The Minister of Internal Affairs : There 

are 15 Nigerians in the senior grades of the staff 
of the Prisons Department. There are no 
Nigerians holding super-scale posts. 

Question-
• 0.161. Mr S. S. J. Tarka asked the Chief 

Secretary of the Federation :-

In view of the growing need for Nigeria to 
strengthen her ties with other Commonwealth 
countries, if he will state how soon Government 
will arrange visits of Nigerian legislators to other 
Commonwealth parliaments. 

Amn-er-
Th1 Chief Secretary of the Federation 

(Sir Ralph Grey) : I a~n at prese nt in corre;p?n
tk nce with the Ch:urman of the FederatiOn 
Branch of the Commonwealth Parliamenta ry 
Association about thi; matter. 

Question-
~ *0.162. Mr L. L. Lakunle asked the Chid 
Secretary of the Federation :-

If he \\·ill state the number of :\.fricans 
holding senior posts in the ::\'igeria Police 
Force ? 

Anm·er-
The Chief Secretary of the Federation: 

71, Sir. 
S upplementary to 0 .162-

Chief S. L. Akintola (Oshun West): \\'hat 
is the total numb.:r of Senior posts in the Police 
Force ? 

Question-
• 0.163. Mr•L. L. Lakunle asked the Chief 

Secre tary of the Fede ration :-
In view of the large number of traders who 

travel from Shaki, Igbetti and Kishi in Oyo 
Division to territories outside Nigeria both 
British and French, if he will consider establish
ing a small immigration office in Shaki for the 
issuing of travel certificates, since the nearest 
immigration office at Ibadan is situated at a 
long distance from those towns ? 

Answer-
The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 

The hon. Member may, perhaps, be unaware 
that Travel Certificates are issued at the office 
of the Nigeria Police at Oyo the Headquarters 
of the Division in which the places mentioned 
are situated. There is, therefore, no necessity 
for applicants to travel to Ibadan as the hon. 
Member suggests. 

The issue of Travel Certificates requires the 
presence of a superior police officer and in the 
absence of very strong reasons I would not 
think that there is justification for decentralising 
issue further than the headquarters of Divisions 
but I am investigating, in consultation with the 
Government of the "Western Region, the 
possibility of the issue by Local Government 
Offices in certain areas of forms of application 
and of the authentication by Local Government 
authorities of the completed forms as is the 
practice in the ::\'orthern Region. 
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Queslitm-

•0.164. M. Nuhu Bamalli asked the Chief 
Secretary of the Federat ion :-

Ho"' many riot squads of the ::\igeria Polic e 
Force ha1·e bee n established in the Country; 
and 11·hat is their strei"th in each Region ? 

.-lns"·er -

The Chie f Secretary of the Federation : 
S ir, all members of the i'\igcria Police Force 
undertake regul.lr baton and riot drill. I 
und~rstand that the hon. :\Iembc r is also 
interested in the arrangements made by ::\ative 
Authority Police in the :\"orthcrn Region , but 
that is a matter ou ts ide my competence and one 
for enquiry in th e :\"onhcrn Region . 

Supplementary to 0.16-J-

Mr S. S. J. Tarka (Jemgbar) : H o\1' many 
times ha1·e these squads been made use of in 
Kano: 

The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 
In the absence of any period, Sir, I \\'Ould be 
unable to reply to that question wi thout notice. 

Question-

" 0.165 . M. Nuhu Bamalli asked the Chief 
Secreta ry of the Federation:-

If he 11·ill state how many boys of ::\orthern, 
\\'estern and Eastern ='iigerian extraction 
respecti1·ely have been se nt to the United 
Kingdom on the .-\rmy .-\pprentices Traini ng 
Scheme: 

.Llnszcer- w 
The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 

Eight boys have been se nt to the United 
Kingdom on the Army .-\pprentices Trainina 
3cheme which started in 1956 and all of thes~ 
1re from the Boys' Company at Zaria. Their 
•rigin is as follows :- ' 

Eastern Region 7 
Western Region 1 
Northern Region Kil. 

'upplementary to 0 .165-

M. Nuhu Bamalli : \\'hy none of Northern 
:igin? 

The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 
~e reason ll'hy none of Northern N ige ria 
1gm \\·as selected IS that the boys selected for 
1ining ha1·e passed competiti1·e examination 
t by the .-\rmy Training School in the United 
ngdom in conjunction 11·ith the War Office. 

M. Umaru Dan Waziri (North Gwandu) : 
Did all these .:\orthcrn boys fail in the examina
tion thaJ;. the Chief Secretary has just told us 
now ? 

The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 
Yes. 

Qttcstioll-

*0.166. M. Nuhu Bamalli asked the Chief 
Secretary of the Federation :-

If he 11·i ll gi1·c an assurance that only boys of 
::\igerian origin are recruited for the Boys' 
Company of the Queen's 0\\'n Nigeria Regi
ment, and that boys whose parents arc of 
French nationality are not recruited into that 
Company? 
Alls~,·er-

The Chief Secretary 'or the Federation : 
Sir, the hon. :\ Iember is assured that of all the 
boys in the Boys' Company at Zaria, only six 
have parentage originating in French territory 
and these six arc children of serl'ing soldiers or 
ex-soldiers of the ='iigcrian Military Force~. 
Preference is gi,·en to children of such soldins 
and ex-soldiers ll'ho are found suitable . 
Que;tion-

*0.167. Mr M. A. 0. Olarewaju asked the 
Chief Secretary of the Federation:-

If he will state the number of expatriate 
officers in the Federal Public Service who 
rece i1·e children's allowance. 
Anstcer-

The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 
Sir, it is only pOS$ible to give the number of 
officers who have actually received Children's 
(Separate Domicile) Allowance over a given 
period, as claims for it are generally made in 
arrears and submitted at varying times and for 
varying periods by officers who are eligible for 
it. 5+9 overseas officers in the Federal Public 
Service have drawn Children's (Separate 
Domicile) Allowance during the current finan
cial year. I understand that a larger number of 
officers are eligible for the allowance. 
Supplementary to 0.167-

Mr M.A. 0. Olarewaju(South Ilorin): What 
amount of money has been paid to expatriate 
officers as chi ldren's allowance for the yea r 
1956-57 ? 

Question-
" 0.168. Mr M. A. 0. Olarewaju asked 

the Chief Secreta ry of the Federation:-
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If he 11·ill gi,·e the number of :\igerians in the 
senior and jun io r grades respectively of the 
Fede ral Public Sen·ice 11·ho recei1·c ch ildren 's 
allo11·ance ? 
A11szcer-

The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 
Sir, the former d ivis ion of the S.;n·icc into 
'Junior' and 'Se nior' Grades is nf! longer 
recognised under the present structure. I n 
accordance ,,-ith paragraph 32 (b) of the \\'hite 
Paper ent itled "Conclusions of the Go1·ernment 
of the Federatio n on the Report of the Com
mission on the Pu blic Services of the Go,·ern
mcnts in the Federat ion of ::\igeria, 195+-55 ", 
indigenous Officers who attain a minimu m 
basic salary of £62+ per annum, no matter 11·hat 
pos ts they may be holding, are ent itled to draw 
children 's (Separate Domicile) Alloll'ance. 

I t is only poss ible to gi1·e the number of 
officers ll'ho have actuallv recei,·ed Children's 
(Separate Domicile) All~\\'ance o1·cr a gi1·en 
period, as claims for it are generally made in 
arrears and submitted at different times and for 
1·arying periods by officers 1\'ho arc eligible for 
it. 1+7 :\"igerian officers in the Federal Public 
Service ha1·e drawn Children's (Separate 
Domicile) .-\llowance during the current tinan
cial year. I understand that a larger number 
of officers are eligible for th e allowance. 

Question-
" 0.188. Mr A. Adeyinka asked the Chief 

Secretary of the Federa tion :-
If he is a11·are of the disparity bet11·cen the 

entitlements of African \\'arrant Officers and 
those of Bricish Warran t Officers of the Queen's 
Own N igeria Regim~t, in the matter of 
warrants issued for tra1·clling on leave, and 
accommodation ; and if he will take steps to 
establish uniform entitlements in these matters. 

Answer-
The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 

Sir, in Kigeria the African Warrant Officer 
receivt"s in each year of serl'ice a free tra1·el 
warrant for him~elf. The British Warrant 
Officer is given that facility only in years in 
which he does not take leave in the United 
Kingdom. Neither African nor British War
rant Officers are given free travel warrants for 
their families for leave taken in Nigeria. 

In the Cnited Kingdom there is no disparity 
in the lea1·e travel facilit ies of British and 
African Warrant Officers. Both receive free 
tra1·cl warrants for themseh-es in the same 

class of accommodation and ll'il·es and famili es 
are entitled to concessionary rail fares by 
arrangement bet11·ec n the \\'ar Office and the 
British Railway Corporation. 

.-\British \\'a rrant Officer tra,·elling in :\igcr ia 
en route to ka,·c in the Cn itctl Kingdom is g : ,· ~ n 
First Class tra1·t:l ,,·arrants for himself, hi o; ,,-ifc 
and his children. Tral·(!ll ing on bt,·e in 
::\igeria, he is gi,·en a First Class ,,-arrant for 
himself alone. .-\n African \\'arrant Offica i; 
gi1·en a Second Class \\'arrant for himself :1lone . 

The co ndi tions of sen· icc of all ranks in th l' 
:\"igerian i\Iilitary Forces, including the class 
of leave tra1·e l to 11·hich thev are entitled arc 
no\\' under re1·ie11' ll'ith the ~bjec t of bringing 
them in to line 1rith those of members of the 
Public Sen·ices of comparable rank. So long 
as the whole cost of the Forces is not borne b1· 
::\igeria any changes will require the ag re ~:me tlt 
of Her i\Iajesty's Go,·crnment in the Cnitetl 
K ingdom. 

The policy 11·ith regartl to accommodation is 
aimed at pro1· itling for the seconded Brit is h 
\\'arran t Officer accorr.modation of the standard 
pre1·ailing at other British Army stations 
throughout the ll'orld and at pro1·iding for the 
.-\frican \\ 'arrant Officer accommodation of the 
standard prol'ided for officers of comparable 
standing in the Public Sen·ice, e. g., members of 
the Nigeria Police Force. 

Such disparities are inseparab le from the 
differing obligations of the t11·o Go1·ernments 
sharing the responsibility for the Forces and 
the aim of the Government of the Federation 
is the complete ""igerianisation of the Forces 
and the removal of disparities between the 
conditions of military personnel and those of 
comparable civil servants. 

Question-
• 0.189. Mr A. Adeyinka asked the Chief 

Secretary of the Federation :-

If he is aware of the discrimination in the 
price of articles from ::\ .. -\.A.F. I. stores between 
the British N .C.O. and the African N.C.O.; 
and if he will take steps to remedy this ? 

Anstver-
The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 

:\"o, Sir. There has been no discrimination in 
the prices charged in :\'avy, Army and Air 
Force Institutes in N igeria to British and 
.-\frican non-commissioned officers respectively. 
As I informed the House in Committee of 
Supply on i\Iarch l 4, when the Defence Hectcl 
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of Estimates 1\'JS bcina considered these 
Ins titutes ,are to be clos~d do11·n thr~ughout 
:'\ t~cnJ . fhcy have been operating at a loss 
whtch could be borne only by funds that 11·ould 
othenl'lse ha 1·c accrued to soldiers of the 
llritish Army tlsewherc, and it is considered 
that other arrangements can be made for 
supplying to a ll troops in Nigeria the good'> 
httherto sold m the Institutes. 

Qllestion-

*0.190. M. Usmanu Maitambari asked 
the Chief Secretary of the Federation :-

If he 11·ill state how many European and 
African pensioners ha1·e been re-employed on 
co ntract by the Federal Government in 1956 
indicating the Regions of posting ? ' 

.-lns<cer-

The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 
If, as I assure, the hon. Member's question is 
concerned only with senior posts, the answer 
is that 18 );igerian and se1·en Exoatriate officers 
in receipt of a pension from' the !\igerian 
Government have been re-employed on con
tract . One of the seven Expatriate officers is 
now on leave and will not be returning. 

As the particulars of the postings of these 
o.fficer~ are rather lengthy, I wi ll, with permis
SIOn, ctrculate them m the Official Report. 

N IGER!.\:--: OFFICERS 

Depart-
ment Grade Posting 

Ad minis- 1 Assistant Pilgrim Officer Khar
tration 

Judicial 

Inland 
Water
ways 

Posts and 
T ele
graphs 

Police 

Public 
Works 

Treasury 

3 Temporary i\l:!gistrates, 
Grade I 

1 Temporary Magistrate, 
Grade I 

3 T emporary Magistrates, 
Grade III 

1 Stores Officer 
1 Temporary Accountant 

Chief Technician 

1 Chief Technician 
1 Engineer 

1 Assistant Superinten-
dent of Police 

1 Temporary Accountant 
1 Stores Officer 
2 Stamp Duty Officers 

toum 
Lagos 

S. Came
roons 

Lagos 

Lagos 
Lagos 

Western 
Region 

Lagos 
Eastern 

Region 
Lagos 

Lagos 
Lagos 
Lagos 

Depart
ment 

Educa
tion 

:\Iedical 

Public 
\\'arks 

Posts and 
T ele
graphs 

Lands 

E XPATR IATE O FFICERS 

Grade 
I .-\ssistant Ad1·iser on 

T e:1cher Training 
l :'\ ursing Sist<:r 

I Assistant Works 
Manage r 

1 Assistant Chief Mecha
nical and Electrical 
Engineer 
Chief T echnician 

1 Land Officer 

1 Deputy Registrar of 
Titles 

Supplementary to 0 .190-

Posting 
\\'estern 

Region 
S. Came

roons 
Lagos 

Lagos 

Lagos 
S. Came

roons 
(on 
lea1·e 
not 
return
ing) 

Lagos 

Mr Jaja Wachuku (Aba) : \\'ill the Chief 
Secretary tell the House what he intends to do 
with Mr \Valker, a pensioner who has been 
re-employed in the Commissioner's Office in 
London ? 

The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 
i.\Ir \Valker, Sir, is engaged on a three-monthly 
contract. r ha\·e no knowledge as I stand here 
when it will expire, but when it is due to expire 
it is for the Commissioner to sav whether he 
wishes to retain him. · 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun West) : Has the 
Commissioner the power to retain or dispense 
with the services of !VIr Walker ? 

The Chief Secretary of the Federation : I 
am not sure. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT 
The Minister of Labour and Welfare 

(Chief F. S. Okotie-Eboh) : i\'Ir Speaker, I 
have a short statement to make by way of 
explanation. 

Members will recall that during the debate 
on the Estimates for the Chief Secretary's 
Office, Head 22, reference was made by my 
hon. Friend, Mr Jaja Wachuku, to a lady who 
was born in 1890 and took a degree at Leeds 
University in 1911, who he said was employed 
in the Chief Secretary's Office. I should like 
to say that from the details given by my han. 
Friend it would seem he is referring to a lady 
who is in fact empioyed in the Department of 
Labour. 
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She was a former Deputy Chief Inspector of the Chief Draughtsman. \Vhat surp rises us 
Factories in the United Kingdo~1·ho retired is that time without number an experienced 
las t year and came to ~ige ria at ou!·' request for African deputised or acted fo r the Chief 
six month~ to adv ise on the ad ministration of Draughtsman and for all these yea rs this 

_. the new factories Ordinance. She is a African has not been considered fit eno ugh to 
d ist inguished lady \1 ith the right type of be the substantive holder of the ornce of the 
experience of factory legislation and I can head of that Department. I would like to kno"· 
assu re hon. i\Iembers in all sincerity and, from the !\Iin is ter why this is the case . 
speaking for myself, that her scn·ices ha1·e been Then you have Chief Draughtsman : ti1Jt 
mos t valuable, in particular in regard to the title sounds awe- inspiring. \\' hat does the 
training of young :'\igerians to be appointed as Chief Draughtsman do ? H e does not drJft 
Factory Inspecto rs. She returns to the United anything : he is now a salesman, he sells map> . 
Kingdom in i\ Iay. He is in charge of sel ling maps. If an .-\fric :J. n 

ORDER OF THE DAY in the Survey Department cannot se ll maps. 

TH E APPROPR!.\T!OX (1 957-58) BILL 

(FOl'RT H ALLOTT ED D.\Y) 
(House in Committee) 

HEAD +5-SCR\"EY 

Question proposed, That the sum of£ 180.000 
f or Head 45-Survey-stand part of tlze Sclredule. 

ChiefS. L. Akinto1a (Oshun \\'est) : On the 
question of Survey Department I believe ~at 
i\Iembers will remember an assurance given 
to us about t11·o or three years ago when an 
expatriate officer was employed in the Sun·ey 
Department. \·\ 'e thought at the time that the 
post of Map Production Officer should rightly 
have been given to a Nigerian, and in the 
Survey Department it 1\"as generally agreed 
that there were se\·eral :\igerians IYho are 
competent enough to be offered that post. \Ve 
IC!'!!re brushed off by the assurance that a new 
method of map production had been di s
covered and that the expatriate officer who was 
coming was the only person who was priYy to 
the esoteric method of producing maps. On 
that assurance we relented a bit. 

What has happened in the meantime ? The 
Map Production Officer is not producing any 
map ; there is no new method of map produc
tion other than the same old orthodox method 
of map production and the Map Production 
Officer is still there. It is said that he was 
employed on contrac t. This contract will soon 
run to an end. Will the Minister assure us 
that after this powerful Map Production Officer 
has completed his term of office an African 
from the Survey Department will be considered 
for this important post ? 

The second point I would like to refe r to is 
in connection with the work of the Chief 
Draughtsman. In the drawing section of the 
S urvey Department an expatriate officer is also 

good Lord have mercy on us. \\ 'e employ 
this man at a very high rate of salary to do a 
~pecialised type of job and from my 011·;-, 
information (which I am sure is reliable) he 
does no more than to hawk maps to members. 
The man actually performing the duties or· 
Chief D raughtsman is a ::\' igerian . \\'hy is he 
not offered the substanti\·e appointment : 
Whv do we still call him an .-\ss istant ? \\·h,· 
do ~~·e ask him times without number to kee~ 
on acting for somebody else ? The policy ~f 
Nigerianisation in the SurYey Department 
leaves ,·erv much to be desired and r fee l that 
the Minister should go carefully into this 
matter and see that the :'\igerians in the 
Department receive adequate encou ragement. 

We may be told that in some sections there 
are Africans in the senior posts. I appeal to 
Members once more not to be lured by the use 
of the work "senior". After all, there arc 
senior labourers and there are senior nightsoil 
men. So the word ''senior" should decei1·e 
nobody at all. Who are these senior people in 
the Survey Department ? They are junior 
senior staff; the senior at the bottom rung of 
the ladder. I think the time has come for 
real responsibility to be given to these people. 

I referred a while ago to the office of the 
Chief Draughtsman which carries a substanti;ll 
amount of pay on the understanding that 
draughtsmanship is a specialised job. But 
what happens to the Africans ? African 
draughtsmen were at one time placed on the 
same pedestal as surveyors but a few years ago 
they were more or less severed from the 
Surveyors and they were treated in a rather sad 
manner. Among the 11·hole lot of draughtsmen 
you have, there is only one senior member. 
All the others range from Chief Clerk down
wards. On what plea ? \Ve are told that 
draughtsmanship is not such a difficult job. 

(-+77) 
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h·cn \fiddle Class boys can do the d rawina. Minister would do well to organise an open-air 
But, _if that is the case, why is this ex.aatria~c service, where we can invite the expatriate 
Clnd Dre1ftsman trea t.:d as an expatriaj:~ with Senior Service members of the staff and appeal 
a IHgh re1te of pay ? If draftsmanship is a to some people to scrmonise and preach to 
special ised job, le t it. be ~pec iali sed fo r e1·e ry- them and tell them somt:thing about eq ualitv, 
bo~. irrespcctin: of his colour or creed. \\"hy franternity and brotherly love. · 
should there not be se nior posts created for If the \Iinister can gi1·e that assurance I " ·ill 
these draftsmen ? 

Draftsmanship is a very difficult job. Those 
of us wh_o like to look at maps may congratulate 
the drattsmen because a map can ne1·e r be 
produced without draftsmen ; a map, in the 
shape in which we know it, is the responsibility 
of draftsmen. But what do we do for them ? 
They are not at all encouraged. If you go 
through the lists of this Department you will 
obsen·e that you have the Computing Section ; 
you ha1·e also the .'\ir-Photo Sect ion , the Litho 
Section, the Dra·sing Section and so on. In 
other :>ections where you have 10 or 30 members 
of the statf, you wouid ha1·e about 3 or + Senior 
Serv ice men. l n the Drawing Section, ,,·here 
the draftsmen are, you ha\·e in all o1·er 60 
members of the statf and, out of this 60 onlv 
one post- it is not even senior-which' look~ 
like a senior post is bei ng created under the 
pre:>ent Estimate : only one to over 60 people ; 
a!! the others must vegetate in the desert below. 

:\o11·, th is is not fair . There must be a 
pyramid and the apex of the pyramid must 
bear some relation to the base : in the D rawing 
Section it bears no relation whatsoever and the 
whole th ing is out of shape. What hope ha,·e 
1ll thew young men, if about 70 or SO boys 
0\'0uld ha,·e to keep on struggling for only one 
;enior post ? This is a dangerous bottleneck. 
And I refer to it as a "senior" post but, in fact, 
.t is not senior at all; it is on Scale C(T) I, 2 and 
::::(T) 1, 2 is not, strictly speaking, senior at all: 
t is between the office of the Chief Clerk and 
hat of junior senior staff-it is a demi-senior 
unior appointment ! 

I would appeal to the Minister, and to the 
viinistry, that this particular Drawing Section 
equires being looked into and that proper and 
dequate encouragement should be given to 
hose who arc working there. M any of them 
<We been in the Department for periods rang
lg from 10 to 35 years and yet they are still 
egetating in the prairie of junior staff. Some
ling ought to be done to encourage them and 
would appeal to the Minister that the Survey 
lepartment has had one notoriety : I do not 
now whethc::r it has outlived it or not but it 
l S ne1·er encou raged Africans. I th ink the 

be profoundly grateful ; if he refuses to gi1·e 
tha: assurance, he must ne1·e r look at any map 
agatn . 

Mr G. 0. D. Eneh (Udi): \[r Chairman , 
Sir, promotion in the Federal Sun·ey Depart
ment is very slow indeed. Sun·eyors find it 
1·ery difficult to get promotion and o1·erseas 
tra ining fac ilities are not even gi1·en to them. 

I should have thought that the qualifications 
that din be obtained in Nigeria would have 
been sufficient for any surveyor to be promoted 
tnto the Senwr Service but, in spi te of that 
pro fess ional certificate, we find .\' iger ians 
still vegetating in the junior ranks. 

The main job done in the Survey Depart -
ment is carried on by- Survey .-\ssis tants. 

•Under the Ordinance qualified surveyors 
could send out those not fully qualified to do 
the fieldwork. These young men rise from 
Second and First Class Clerks' posts ; they 
carry the whole brunt of the job but promotion 
in that grade is very limited and before one can 
rise from Survey Assistant to the post of 
Surveyor it may take one almost 15-20 years. 
That in itself is not encouraging. 

There are vacancies for T own Plannina 
Officers and the draftsmen could be trained i~ 
!J.K . _for t_hese posts. There are very promis
mg !'< tgenans who have actually applied for 
vacancies to be trained as Town Planning 
Officers-those are First Class Draftsmen and 
Senior Draftsmen-but, in the main, they 
find it difficult to obtain recommendation. 

I think that the Minister should look into 
the Survey Department. It is one of the 
worst in Nigeria, in so far as promotion for 
.\'igerians is concerned. Surveyors work under 
very trying conditions ; they spend at least nine 
months of _the year in the field, doing survey 
JObs: t_n sptte of that, _they get nothing except 
to be tied down m thetr present conditions. 

I appeal to the House that all sides should 
support the statement made by the Leader of 
the Opposition with regard to the position of 
Surveyors in the Survey Department. Except 
in the Re~i? ns, where we have a N igerian 
Dtrecto r of ~urvey m the Eastern Region, the 
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pos ition in the Federal terr itory is not 
encourag ing at all. I ask the Gove rnment to 
look into it. 

Mr A. Adeyin.ka (Ibadan Central): 
rcmcmb.:r on Saturday, Sir, I raised this 
ques tion of draftsmen in the Drawing Section 
and to the fact that these people had asked for 
the creation of the .post of an Assistant Execu
til·e Officer for the Cartographic Section. But 
the i\Iinistcr replied that prO\· ision had bee n 
made for this in the Est imates. 

Well, I have looked through the Estimates 
and I cannot find that part icular sectio n where 
these things ha1·e been inserted. I am, there
fore , in a quandary as tO what the :\[inister 
mea nt and would ask him if he can kindly 
point that out to me in the Estimates . 

The Leader of the Opposition has put 
forward the grievances of this Department ; 
they are neglected and I raised the matter on 
Saturday. There are no training facilities for 
these men at all ; no scholarship programme. 

So I am appealing to the Minister that he 
should look into the affairs of these people 
because there must be ample opportunities for 
e1·erybody in this Department. 

You cannot produce a map without a 
draughtsman and by neglecting this section of 
the Survey Department I do not think that you 
will be able to produce any concrete maps in 
this country. 

I would therefore strongly appeal to the 
J\ Iinister to go and see into the case of these 
people. They have submitted a memorandum 
to the Minister and that memorandum is now 
being subjected to some sort of ridicule by the 
Head of the Department. I would like the 
Minister to look at this memorandum and note 
the grievances therein and put these grievances 
right. 

Mr Chairman Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr R. A. Fani-Kayode (Ife): Mr Chairman 
Sir, I think the hon. Member who has spoken 
this morning for the Survey Department has 
gone into the specific issues, and I humbly 
submit that he has jumped over the general 
issues of this Department. 

If one looks at the Staff List one will find 
that there are no Africans in the Upper Strata 
of the promotion ladder in this Department. 
None at all, Sir. Although the Randell report 
suggested that scholarships should be made 
available to the Staff of the Department in order 

to qualify them the more fo r promotion to 
responsible posts, noth ing whate1·.:r has been 
done, and there is at kast no 1·isible sign. l do 
not think that we sho uld blame the :\Iinister 
1·e ry much for this b ck of co-operation as 
regards 1'\ igerianisation. l think th~blame is 
with the Public Service Commission. \\' hate,·er 
has been the policy of th is Government, I 
belien! the Public Ser.-ice Commission ha1·e 
sid.:-trackc::d it as far a:> the Sun·ey Departme nt 
is concerned. 

After the Public Sen·ice Commission I would 
turn the spotlight on the Head of the Depart
ment. Speaking for my:>elf and for the 
honourable i\Iembcr :>itti ng on my left it i:> 
quite clear that the Head of this Department is 
not at all interested in :\ igerianisation. That 
is quite obvious from the Est imates and I think 
something should be done in this Sun ·ey 
Department. 

Every year we come to this House and pass 
the vote for the Sun·ey Department. .-\nd 
even this year, Sir, it almost passed unnoticed. 
I think more attention should be directed 
towards the Department and something clone in 
respect of the workers in the Sun·ey Depart
ment. 

i\'Ir Chairman Sir, I beg to support. 

M. Mormoni Bazza (::\orth .-\damawa 
Trust T erritory) : T hank you very much 
;\1r Chaim1an. Very much has been said about 
this N igerianisation, and this is w'lrmlv 
welcomed by nearly all side:> of the ~ouse, 
but my appeal to the honourable ;\'[embers this 
morning, Mr Chairman, is- I wish this Nigeria
nisation to be extended to include what is called 
the Northern Region Northernisation Scheme. 

Mr Chairman, whenever we talk of Nigeria
nisation in this Chamber we feel as if we are not 
at all included, and this is true. 

You will realise from the first of course, 
Mr Chairman, that we have very few northern 
men who are in the Senior Posts in the Federal 
Civil Service. Well in this fact Mr Chairman, 
much has been said about the Northerners 
having no qualifications to occupy such posts 
but still we can be considered. Not all of the 
posts need high standards of academic know
ledge. There are some posts which anybody 
could fill, and l wish when ever we talk of 
N igerianisation we should bear in mind that 
Northern N igeria is there and we should gi1·e 
them consideration. 
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If ll'e want the unity of this countrv to be opposed to :\igerianisation. T he Sun·cy 
es tablished, then consideration should be g i1·cn Department is as anxious as any Department 
to other people to participate in the Ci,· il to accelerate the pace of :\igeri anisation. Bu t 
Scn· ice of the coun try. :\oil', for instance, :\igc rianisation in th is Depart men t is not as 
1 i,tJfJO,OOO people are there in the :\orth, but easy as it is in other Departments, because the 
'!ere in the fed eral Ci,·il Sen·i cc ,,.c ha,·e not arduous nature of the ,,·ork docs 110 t attract 
:norc than 5 peop le ,,·ho are in the ~cn io r posts, our young men. A Sun·cyo r has to .. c a 
wd that is what has mo1·ed me to make this hard li fe, wander ing in the bush much of th e 
tppeal. time, and on top of that he is separated from hi s 

I ,,·ould therefore, i\lr Chairman, once more 
;trongly appeal that whene,·e r such thi nu,; as 
;enior 0."igcr ia nisat ion posts arc to be "con
;idcred , we sho uld see to it that :\orthcrn 
\ige ria is included. So a:; to ensure that 
:1·erybody is appreciated we must give c1·•:n 
list ri bution of such senior offices. -

With these fe,,· remarks , :'llr Speaker, I beg 
o support. 

The Minister of Land, Mines and Power 
:\lhaj i the hon . :'IIuhammadu Ribadu) : :'llr 
~hairman, Sir, it seems to me that the Lead~ r 
,f the Opposition has ne,·er been able to ,·isit 
he Survey Department, for it' h ~ had ,·is itcd it 
•e would ha,·e found tha t in the Department 
!0\\' there are new machines which ha,·c 
•een installed in order to accelerate the produc
ion of maps for the whole country. 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun \-Vest): Holl' 
1any machines ? 

The Minister of Land, Mines and Power : 
'here are too many and I cannot attempt to 
numerate them to the House one by one but 
would like to in form the House that if there 

; anv hon. Member who wishes to see them in 
:tio;1 he should ,·isit the Survey Department, 
1d I ;:_m sure the Director will be only too 
leased to take him round. The Leader of the 
•pposition also mentioned the post of the 
:hief Draughtsman, I would like to assure the 
[ouse, Sir, that the Chief Draughtsman is 
eing engaged on contract for one tour. His 
mtract will commence on 1st Apri l, 1957, and 
hen he lem·es it is hoped that he will be 
:placed by a suitable N igerian. 

The Leader of the Opposition also alleged 
tat the duty of the Chief Draughtsman is 
Jthing but selling maps. T hat statement is 
)t correct ; his duty is to supervise all the 
ork in the drawing office. 

iVIr Chairman , Sir, I cannot support the 
atement made by the Leader of the Opposi-
1n, which was also endorsed by the bon. i\ Ir 
111i- Kayodc, that the Sun·ey Department is 

fami ly, 
i\I1: Chairman, Sir, :\igc riani:;ation is the 

declared poli cy of this Go,·ernment. As the 
House is fully aware, we are not interfering 
with the question of the Ci,·il Sen· ice, but 
J\'igerianisation is our declared policy. If 
this House can gi n : its support by persuading 
our you ng men to come fon,·ard in e1·cry 
fi eld of Go,·crnment act i,·i t ies, we ,,·ill see that 
the :-\igerianisation policy is implemented as 
soon as possible. 

Several hon. Members : Gi,·e them 
encouragement. 

The Minister of Land, Mines and Power: 
It is for the House to tell us, :\Ir Chairman, 
what so rt of encouragement is required, 
because as I know, the reason the men don't 
want to go to the Survey Department is 
because they want to go to their offices, riding 
in motor-cars and on mo tor-cycles, and they 
are interested only in the lucrat i,·e posts. They 
don't \\·ant to be separated from their families , 
and so on. 

Mr T. 0. S. Benson rose in his place and 
claimed to mo,·e-That the Question be now 
~L w 

Question, That the Question be 1101;; put, put 
and agreed. 

Question, That £Ul0,000 for H ead 45-
Survey-stand part of the Schedule, put and 
agreed. 

HEAD 46-GEOLOGIC.\L SUR\'EY 

Question proposed, that £118,190 for Head 46 
-Geological Survey-stand part of the Schedule. 

Alhaji Adamu Danguguwa (i\'orth West 
Central Kano) : 1\Ir Chairman, Sir, I have no 
quarrel with this item. 

Sir, there are lots of very valuable mineral 
deposits scattered all over the country, and it 
would help a great deal if this D epartment 
takes a geological survey of the whole country, 
with a view to ascertaining what types of 
mineral deposits lie beneath our soil. There 
are, for instance, nitre deposits scattered all 
over the const ituency, and it would help a 
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great deal if that Department carries out a 
sun·cy there. The Go,·ernment has accepted, 
recently, a :\lot ion on the glass industry, and 
it would be':'! good idea if one of these glass 
industries is sited in my Di,·ision. 

Sir, I support this item, and hope that the 
D epartment will respond as suggested. 

Chief T. T. Solaru (Ijcbu East) : On this 
occasion, foHowing on what the last speaker 
has said about the mines in this country , I 
would like to point out to the l\'Iinistry that 
it docs seem that all the geological surveys 
that have already been made, ha1·e paid 
attention to several parts of the country, to 
the omission of other parts of the country . 
For example, in some parts of the Western 
Region when gold has been found, recently 
the gold fie lds h::~,·e been more or less aban
done~d. I t does look as i( there are other 
areas \•:here there are indications of minerals, 
but there has been no indication of active 
geological surveys in various parts of the 
\\'este rn Region. \\'hat it is I am try ing to 
say, is that our Geological Survey Department 
should, in an attempt to inc rease the mineral 
wealth of this country, intensify their efforts 
by making geological sun·eys in every part of 
this country where minerals can be found. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, in this respect, a few 
weeks ago I understand that a party was going 
round, helping people to recognise mineral 
orcs ; they can then report to the Geological 
Department. If this is the effort of this 
Department, it is a very good effort indeed. 
There are lots of people who do not know what 
they are. Some time ago, we understand that 
a man went to build his house, and before he 
returned home he found that the little mud 
wall he had built had been puHed down, 
because he had built gold nuggets into his wall. 
He did not recognise it when he saw it. That 
sort of thing can happen, so by proper educa
tion of the public they can assist the Geological 
Department in locating mineral wealth, wher
ever it might be. But the emphasis must be 
laid on proper geological surveys in every part 
of the country. 

Qttestion put a11d agreed to. 
HEAD 47-l\II:-.u 

Question proposed, that £9+,6!0 for Head 
47-lV!ines-stand part of the Schedule. 

M. Ya.kubu Wanka, Wazirin Bauchi 
(Central Bauchi): I rise to support the expendi
ture on this Head. :\Ir Chairman, Sir, at 

present all re,·cnue co ll ~cted by the :'1 li nes 
Department is constitutionally national reve
nue, but Si r, every human institution could be 
changed if it were to las t. GcneraUy, Sir, 
:\ at ive Authori ties arc in poor fina ncial 
positions and I therefore suggest strongly to 
Government that a certain proportion of that 
revenue should be paid to those J\'ati,·e Authori
ties in whose areas the mine deposits exist. 
I appeal, S ir, to the Government to gi ,·e 
consideration to this. I also appeal, Sir, to 
our Federal representatives ,,·ho arc going to 
the forthcoming London Conference, to incl ude 
this in their proposals. 

Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr B. 0. Ikeh (.-\bakalik i) : :\lr Chairman . 
Sir, the :\Iinister of Land , :\lines and Power, 
has answered my question on the steps that 
ha1·e been taken to exploit the lead-zi nc 
deposits of .-\bakaliki Di,·ision. In that answer 
he said, "There has been extensive prospectina 
by drilling followed by underground de,·elo p~ 
ment prospecting which has shown ore in 
commercial quantities. Exploitation a"·aits 

- the provision of capital estimated at around 
£1 million for development and equipment 
of the mine to enable production to commence . 

"The Federal Government has agreed t0 
undenvrite shares which mav be issued up to 
£350,000, to be made a1·ailablc when · the 
balance of the capital sum has been pro,·ided . 
Further, the Government has, under the 
l\Iinerals D evelopment (Lead-Zinc) Ordinance 
of 1952 and by the terms of the Pioneer 
Industries Ordinance, provided attracti,·e t~rms 
for capital investment." 

Now, I ask why, up till now, this bal~ce has 
not been made up, since this particular Go,·ern
ment has provided attractive terms. The 
laterite mines at Abakaliki have been regarded 
to be at a pioneering stage for about four 
years, but the lead-zinc deposits at Enyigba are 
most unfortunate, and work there is not 
speeded up at all. 

Furthermore, I would rather say that the 
undenvriting of only £350,000 shares by the 
Federal Government is very small. \Vhy can't 
the Federal Government take £500,000 of these 
shares if we really want that work to commence ? 
I remember that the Eastern Regional D evelop
ment Corporation had a share of nearly 
£500,000 in the cement factory at Nkalagu. 
If a Corporation like that can take £500,0()1) 
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shares in an undertaking of that nature, why far. I would ask the :\linister to see that thes<! 
can't the FederJl Government take up to that people that are being sent overseas, since they 
in the Lead-Zinc lVIine ? The work is really are able to pass the Intermediate Science 
very, \·ery slow, and-oif we are really interested Examination befo re leaving Nigeria, should be 
in de\·eloping our mineral resources why can't allowed to read for a degree so that they may 
we put money which we know that in a short have the best and the highest qualifications, and 
time will bring rich di\·idends in the future ? when they return to the country they will be 
I appeal to the i\Iinister of Land, Mines and able to go to the upper segments of that 
Power to think O\·er this, and if it is possible to Department. At present what it appears to be 
get the Federal Go\·ernment to take more is that these people who are being trained get 
shares than these, to take up to £500,000 shares. only the diploma and when the time comes for 

In conclusion, I would request the Govern- them to move to the upper sections of the 
m;;nt to assist the Lead-Z inc mining company Department they will be told that they are not 
in c\·ery way possible, so that the remaining properly qualified and therefore ha\·e to stay in 
balance of this money could be made up very the junior section of the senior service. So I 
;oon for, after all, it is of no use the lead-zinc am asking the :\Iinister to take note of this. 
nine opaators now and then pumping every M. Ibrahim Gusau (Sokoto \Vest) : :.VIr 
iay one and half million gallons of water, the Chairman, Sir, we have come to a Head where 
:ngine working and pumping underground I feel I should refer to a statement made by the 
vater which is rising up to flood the mines. Federal Minister on collective responsibility. 
I' his is going on every day and if the work is not I say so intentionally, Sir, because Members 
:oing to go on, what is the need of the expense from Sokoto have come \Vith a collective appeal 
:oing on every day ? That is all I have to say to the Government to match with the Govern-
bout this. ment's collective responsibility. 
M. Muhammadu Bello, Sarkin Paiko A fuw days ago, Sir, two i.\Iembers from 

:\Iinna) : i\Ir Chairman, Sir, I rise to support Sokoto spoke about the desirability of the 
he expenditure under this Head with a view Government reopening mining at Zamfara 
) making a few remarks. Valley. The other colleague, Sir, appealed to 

:.VIr Chairman, Sir, before the second World the Government to establish a Welfare Office in 
~-ar there were so many mining camps in Ghana for the thousands of 0.Tigerians from the 
!irma Di \·isio n. Some of these mines were ::\orthern Region who wander in Ghana in 
1deed very successful. \Vhen the war broke search of labour. 
ut these camps were closed for the duration of Those two appeals, Sir, are very serious to 
1e war. Since the war was over, nothing, so us and should be given weight by the Go,·ern
tr, has been heard appertaining to the re- ment. If the Government, Sir, considers 
Jening of these camps. I have the mandate reopening this mining at Zamfara Valley it will 
: the people of my constituency to request an help a great deal to absorb these thousands o~ 
:surance from the Minister concerned as to people from the Northern Region wandering 
h~ther these camps will be reopened or not. in Ghana in the dry seasons. Mr Chairman, 
beg to support. Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr M. A. Ajasin (Owo South): Mr Mr J. S. Darka (Jemgbar, Tiv Division) : 
hairman, Sir, some attempts are being made Mr Chairman, Sir, speaking in support of 
r the Mines Department to train some of the this Head I would like to remind the Minister 
embers of that department overseas. But that every time we come here he tells us that 
10 things are wrong. One is that the number there are no Nigerians suitable for certain 
:ing trained is very small, and the Minister posts in his own Department. 
ould see to this, that the number is increased. I would like to state an instance where a 
The other thing is that the highest possible Nigerian with suitable qualifications has been 
tining is not encouraged. Some of those refused employment on his own standard 
ople who have been sent overseas have passed because he happens to come from a certain 
! Intermediate Examination before going section of the country. That is one of the 
road, but instead of allowing these people to Dankaro brothers. He was trained in the 
tdy for a degree they are only allowed to read United Kingdom, and he obtained a qualifica
. diploma which would not carry them very tion up to that of a mining engineer, but when 
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he ~arne back, just because he did not come 
from the Far North, he was not employed. 
,\nd I m>uld like to remind the Ministc::r that 
this man, just because he comes from Central 
1\igeria, \\·as rejected, and this is a shame upon 
the l\Iinistry ; and I would like to remind him 
that he is here for the whole of :\igeria, irrespcc
ti\·e of any part of the country. His own 
people speak 11·hen they come here from the 
?\orth about many things, and yet ·he forgets 
that other parts of :\igeria, parti~ul.!rly ~c:rtain 
parts of the :\'orth, particularly people from 
Central1\igeria, art being discriminated against 
in his Department. 

I want the :\linister to look into these \·ery 
serious allegations because they are very bad , 
and gi\·e the impression that the i\Iinistry 
concerned is cater ing only for the interests 
of the Far :\orth and other parts of :\igeri<l. 

Several hon. Members: ":\o. 1\o." 

The Minister of Land, Mines and Power 
(Alhaji the Hon. :\Iuhammaclu Ribadu) : :\Ir 
Chairman, Sir, the hon . Yakubu Wanka 
mentioned the question of allocating some of 
the re\·enue collected by 11·ay of royalties from 
mines to nati\·e authorities in whose area the 
mines arc being operated. In this respect, 
Sir, I would like to sav that the House should 
be aware that mineral· resources arc a nat ional 
asset ; and I have said more than once in this 
House that any taxes collected from this source 
of revenue ,,·i ll go to the Federal Go\·ernment 
and the other part of it, which is royalty, 1\·ill go 
to the Regions concerned, to compensate them 
for the assets destroyed. If any Member 
wishes to see that part of the royalties collected 
are shared bv the Native Authorities concerned, 
well I should say that Native Authorities should 
take the matter up with the Regional 
Government concerned. 

Mr lkeh has also deplored the delay in the 
exploitation of the Abakaliki zinc mines. I 
would like to inform him Sir that I too am not 
in a happy position about that. It is my 
wish to see that the exploitation of the Abaka
liki mines is brought to fruition. The hon. 
Member will have read my reply to a questio.n 
put by him, the facts are clear ; the mining 
company is still unable to raise the necessary 
capital to make it worth while. The hon. 
l\Iember also suggested that the Federal 
Go\·ernment should put up a contribution of 
£150,000 more. This is not a matter which 

. should be treated lightly, because all the monies 

at our disposal now ha1·e <llrcady been 
committed and if we would like to h<we another 
£150,000, for the Abakaliki mine it will be very 
difficult for nw honourable Friend and 
colleague, the Financial Secretary, to find the 
mone\·. 
On~ hon. :~mber also mentioned the 

question of allowing students studying mining 
engineering o\·erseas to finish their courses and 
th en take a degree cou rse. I mndd like to 
assure him Sir that that diploma is of world
wide renO\m and is recognised by all mining 
engineers in the world, so there is nothing to 
stop a student who has a diploma rising up to 
the rank of Chief Inspecto r of :\fines, so long 
as he is good. 

The last speaker made a certain allegation 
11·hich has no foundation whatsoe\·er. (Hear, 
hear). He said that one chap had been refused 
employment because he happened to come from 
one particular section of the country, and that 
th e only people who are fa \·oured there are 
those who come from the far :\orth. I would 
like to assure the House that there is not a 
single man in the Senior Service, who has 
come from the ::--<orth to the Department, the 
Department is composed of Easterners and 
\\"esterners only. (Interruption). I do not 
li ke to waste the time of the House in replying 
to a statement which has no foundation 
11·hate\·er. 

Questi•J I! put and agreed to. 
£9+,61 •> f ur Head +7-J-lines-agreed to. 

Hur.,l-8-LEGAL 

Question proposed, That the sum of £3+,570 
for Head +S-Legal-stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr T. 0. S. Benson (Lagos West): i\Ir 
Chairman, Sir, I rise to move to reduce Head 
43 by £10. The Attorney-General, Sir, is a 
new person in this country and since his arrival 
he has been doing very useful work, but like 
his other two colleagues, he will also have to con
tinue his nice duties outside the Cabinet. 

A Minister of Justice should be created 
after the London Conference whose duty shall 
relate only to Cabinet and Parliamentary 
business, the Attorney-General himself retain
ing the responsibility for initiating and discon
tinuing prosecutions. 

The posts of Director and Deputy Director 
of Public Prosecution should also be created. 
These are posts for which we have always 
clamoured. The holders of these posts will, 

(+SJ) 

.... .. 



House of R epresentatives Debates 

919 [The I 957-58 Af>!>ropriatioll Bill] 18 :Vl.-\RCH 1957 [Committee] 920 

u!ll!.:r th<.: dir~c lio n of the .-\ttorn..:y -Gcncral 
and the Soli citor-General, be solely responsible 
for Pu blic Proscctttions. 

Each :\Ii nistrv should have its O\\"n team of 
Legal .-\d,· ise rs :tnd \\"hen they arc in doubt on 
an1· nutter, thc1· 11·ill ha1·c to consult the 
Attorney-General. This scheme, if accepted, 
t1·ill modernise O'J r Legal Department and I 
fee l i~ is a schct:1e which will receive whole 
hearted support cf all :\[embers at the Consti
tutional Confcrcn :e. 

The post of Attornev-General will continue 
to be a post in t!tc Public s~n·ice, for at leas t 
as long as the pr<.::; ~ nt holder continues in office 
or is tr. tn~fe rred earlier to some other country, 
whiche·cer is apF iicablc, should, therefore, be 
:1bolished and all the responsibili ties of his 
office ~hou ld be assigned to the Director of 
Public Prosecutiu .~ . 

I obsen·e that the nc\\" post of Liticration 
Clerk L being treated. What will b~ the 
qualifica tion of :t Li ti::;ation Ckrk ? If a 
Barrister i·> required to fill the post, the salary 
is an in·;ult, and no Barrister will apply. If, on 
the other hand, a non-professional person is 
required , what u~.cfu l purpose will he serve in 
a Department wh~ch has from time immemorial 
been t he repositoc-y of our la11·s ? l\Iav be our 
new At torney-G..:rceral 11·as not respon;ible for 
the inclusion of this amphibious post. He 
wtll, I am sure, agree that the post be deleted 
and an extra po~; t of Crown Counsel should 
be substituted. 

The post of Litigation Clerk creates yet 
another dead end job we should discourage 
in this House. 

!VIagistrates an :i Crown Counsels here are 
on a salary of £888-+2-£1,1+0; £1,188-+8-
£ 1,380. The requisite qualification is two 
years post call ·=>.perience. In effect, it will 
take a Magistrate or Crown Counsel twelve 
years to reach the maximum of £1,380. This 
is obviously a long period for a professional 
officer and if the salary structure is not altered, 
the recruitment of staff will be almost 
impossible. 

I observe that the Judicial Department has 
embarked on a programme importing \Vest 
Indian Magistrates. We should be only too 
happy to receive them in this .:ountry if we 
thought we had need for them. But as there 
is ampi y local material, we consider such 
importation to be a wa~te of money. 

The Attor n ev-Gener a l of th e Federation 
(i\lr E. Unsworth): The hon. i\Iember is 
referring to the employment of ce rtain i.\Iagist
rates who do not come under the lega l sect ion, 
would it nc r be mo re appropriate fo r it to be 
ciiscussed under the J u~ia l vote ? 

Mr Chairman : The point should be 
dropped. 

Mr T. 0. S. Benson : Head 70 is dealing 
with J udiciarv, howe\·er, we will lea\·e it. 
Now if the sa la rY structu re of Crown Counsel 
Sir is revised Sir there will be no room for 
co rruption. There is no offi~er who is 
work ing who is aho·ce corruption, e1·en if he 
is on a Yery high salary. (Interruption). I 
do not sa;· that any !\ [embe r of the Legal 
Department or an:,· of the Officers arc corrupt 
people. If the office of Attorney-General is 
aholished, likew;se of the other two col!eagucs. 
the other Officers mav be entitled to what is 
called "official allowance" , which has been 
done both in the East and the Western Regions. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to mo\·e. 

Amendment proposed. 

Amendment again proposed. 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (O·:hun West): Well, 
only want to suppor t certain points which 

have been raised. In this parti.:ular respect, 
I would appeal to the hon. the Attorney
G eneral to make maximum use of the material 
available in this country in the legal field . It 
is indefensible that in spite of the complaints 
that lawvers are being •over-produced in 
Nigeria, that we still have cause to import 
people from abroad for the purpose of rendering 
legal service to this country. Sometimes it 
seems to me that we are making an attempt to 
carry coal to Newcastle or to carry coal to 
Enugu for that matter. It is absolutely 
indefensible and I would start, with due 
deference, with the office of the Attorney
General himself. 

I think the time has come for a new policy 
to be decided upon by the Government of this 
Federation. There are many senior members 
of the Bar in this country from all the Regions 
and I think the time has come, if even you are 
not prepared yet to abolish the office of the 
Attorney-General, to consider first the material 
you have in the country either in the Govern
ment or outside it before we import people 
from abroad to fill even the office of the 
Attorney-General of the Federation. I am 
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not suggesting that the present A ttorncy
General i ~ responsible for his own coming into 

.. this country ; the po li~y we embark upon 
··makes it possible for him to come and what 

I am saying now is not in tended to be an 
at tack against him personally or to be an 
ad\·erse criticism of his competence as a lawyer. 
As to that, no section of this House has any 
doubt. He has acquitted himself creditably 
e1·en within the shor t time that he has been 
here with us. But I would refer specifically 
to the question of our own poli cy in this 
regard. 

Now, if e\·en we could not find an African 
who is competent to fill the post of Atto rney
G eneral, I know the present Sol icitor-General. 
\\'e all know him verv 11·ell. I think Mr Brett 
wi ll pass for a good lawyer anywhere on God's 
earti1 and I see no reason wh v Mr Brett could 
not ha1·e been appointed as the Attorney
General in which case room would have been 
left for some Africans under him to occupy 
the po:;t of So licitor-General. I men tion this 
not because I don't wish our n~w AttorneY
Genera~ well. I wish him well and I wish hi~ 
a long lease of life but when the ti!":'le shall have 
come for him to vacate the post, for goodness 
sake don't bring any other expatria te: from 
abroad. If :\I r Brett is still he re in the country, 
that is well and good. If i\lr Brett himself 
goes away, I can mention even on the Govern
ment Bench there at least one person who 
can creditablY hold the office of the Solicitor
G enera!, if ilot that of the Attorney-General. 

An bon. Member : Chief Kola Balogun. 

ChiefS. L. Akintola : Well, out of modesty 
our good friend, the Minister of Information 
does not smile, but I am sure that within him 
he is a personification of joy at the moment. 

So, I belie1·e that this poi nt would be noted 
and the point I referred to a while ago about 
importing people from abroad. If I am wrong 
as far as the system or the procedure is con
cerned. I hope the hon. the Attorney-General 
will put me right. The Attorney-General is 
often consulted even by the Chief Justice of 
the Federation in bringing people from abroad 
either to fill the posts in the Legal Department 
or in the Judicial Department and it is proper 
that the Attorney-General should be consulted 
because in employing a person either as a 
Crown Counsel or as a Magistrate or as a 
Judge, it will be essential fo r his legal qualifica
tion to be screened and the proper person to 

screen it would be the At to rney-General of 
the Federat ion. I would appeal to the :\ttor
ner-Gene ral once more that we do not fee l 
happy that in filling posts invoh·ing legal 
knowledge in this co untry, people would ha\·c 
to be impo rted from the West Indies or fro m 
Jamaica for that matter. We are not opposi ng 
e:,pl triates merdy because they ::1re white. 
\Ve are opposing th.:; policy 0f bringing _people 
from abroad to fill any posts that we our;ch·es 
can fi ll in this country. I thi nk the .-\ ttorney
G eneral would do us a good se rvice if he could 
ge t up to assure this House that never, ne1·er 
again wi ll he look overseas to fill any pcJ ts 
in the Legal or the Judicial Department. 

Mr R. A. Fani-Kayode (Ife): :\I r Chc. ir
man, there is one point I feel I must stre·;:> 
when deal ing with the post of Attorney-Gen<.:ral 
and that i; that after the Conference in :\bv, 
we hope that as in Britain the post shall beco~e 
a political one. Not only the post of the 
Attornev-Gener:~ l but also th !t of the S )li citor
General. If we are fo llOI';ing the botstep:. 
of Britain in constitutional matters, I fee l 
that the right step will be to completely no t 
only :\igerianise the post but to make it a 
political appointment. In that case we can 
still ha1·e our present Attorney-General. He 
will be a Permanent Secreta ry or whate\·e r 
they call a Head of Departm ~ nt, and he will 
be there to give valuable advice to the person 
appointed as Solicitor-General or the Attorney
General a'' the cas.:; may be. And I am quite 
certain it wi-ll not be adverse to him being a 
back room boy. Back room boys are very 
useful, very powerful on occasions when you 
need them but someti!'::,~S you may not need 
them and then you don't call upon them to 
give any advice at all. 

I remember about a year ago in this House 
we were making some remarks about this 
DeparUnent and the Attoraey-General who 
was here at the time got up and informed this 
House that his Department is the only almost 
completely Nigerianised, when at that same 
time two expatriate officers were on their way 
to Nigeria on the "Aureol"- two junior mem
bers of the staff. 'Nell, we have seen them in 
action. I am not putting ~.ny blame on these 
young men but certainly I must put all the 
blame on the Attorney-General at that time 
and on the Council of Ministers and on the 
Public Service Commission for having ad\·er
tised the post ov.::rseas at .:;ll, where there are 
Africans in Nigeria not only qualified but with 
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better qualifications than the expatriates who well then ,,.e can consider the position of 
w~e brought here, and not only better qualifica- whether to make that post a political one or 
tio:\5 but with better experience and knowledge not. 
at the Bar. 

Furthermore, I would like to say that the 
Legal Department is one of the poorest paid 
Departments of professional men. It is sur
prising what salaries are offered to gentlemen 
of the Bar in the Legal Department. I think 
that drastic changes must be made in the 
salaries of the whole Department. If ,,-~ 
~ompare the salary of the Attorney-General 
111 the United Kingdom and that of the Prime 
~Iinistcr, you will find that they are on all 
tours. The Prime i'vlinister gets th<: same 
salary as the Attorney-General. Certainly, 
":e sh_ou ld give th~ same credit to the post in 
~ 1gena. I am not saying that the salarY 
should be increased now but I believe thi't 
after the Conference when the post becomes 
completely political, we should have immediate 
increase in the salary. You will find, as mv 
hon. friend, :.VIr Benson, said here this morning, 
members of.the Bar in the Judicial De-partment 
are better treated. I think Doctors and Law
yers in the Legal Department come under the 
same horrible treatment. Thev receive worse 
treatment than Foremen of ' \Yorks in the 
Public Works Department and I hope that 
the Council of Ministers shall look ve.-y serious
ly into the issue of salaries and see what can 
be done in ameliorating the position of our 
brothers in the Legal Department. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr Jaja Wachuku (Aba): Mr Chairman, 
Sir, I want to make one or two comments on 
this Head. I am sure all members of the 
Hous~ welcome the new Attorney-General, 
who 1s a member of a learned and honourable 
profession. Since he came to this House 
his conduct has been exemplary, and 1 do not 
:hink that there has been any necessity for 
mybody to attack him. 

Now, Sir, I certainly agree with my colleagues 
.vho have spoken about the future position of 
·he Attorney-General, but there is a point with 
.vhich I cannot agree which was mentioned by 
:he hon. and learned Gentleman who spoke 
ast. I do not think it will be right to decide 
1t the London Constitutional Conference 
hat the post of the Attorney-General should 
>e a political one. That post, I think, should 
emain as a. Legal Adviser to the Government, 
nd then when we have our Independence, 

I think at the London Conference \\' t: are 
going to discuss self-Go,·ernment. \\"e want 
to remo,·e the Attornev-General from the 
Council of :\Iinisters, · also the Financial 
Secretary and the Chief Secretary, and in their 
places instal :\Iinisters-we want a :\Iinister 
of finance, and a :\Iinister of I ustice. The 
.-\ttorney-Genera! wi ll become o~r back-room 
boy to act as the Legal Alh·iser to the Go,·ern
mcnt, he " ·ill han: no axe to grind in the political 
field, \l·e "·ill tolerate no polit ical interfere nce, 
and he " ·ill not frustrate our national policy. 
\\'hen \\' e ha,·e prepared the ground for our 
Independence between now and 1960 . ... 
(Chief .-l.l1intola : • .J.re pm speahing for the 
.V.C.i\".C. ?) . . . . I am speaking as a :\kmber of 
this House ; I am commenting fre ely on this 
Head. I notice that some people are now 
in opposi tion to the ,·ery things that they 
had pre,·io usly supported . I would say that 
there seems to be confusion between the 
meanings of independence and self-Go,·ern
ment. \Ve are going to the Conference in 
London to discuss self-Go,·ernment. \\"e 
have a fi,·e year Economic Programme. 

Mr Chairman : We are not discussing that 
now, we should confine ourseh·es to the 
Attorney-General's Head. 

Mr W achuku : I want the Leader of the 
Opposition to see the difference between 
independence and self-Go\·ernment, Sir, and 
that is \\·hy I am making th.::,se points. There 
are some other points I would like to make, 
but they come directly on the next Head. We 
welcome the Attorney-General here, and wish 
him well, but I want to add that the Depart
ment under his portfolio will not suffer the 
same treatment as has been meted out to others 
in the past. He has heard the cries of this 
House on Xigerianisation, and I hope that 
during the tenure of his office, he will be in 
a position to do a great sen·ice to this country 
and speed up ::-.iigerianisation in the two 
Departments within his portfolio ; they are the 
Legal Section and the Administrator-General's 
section. 

\Vith these few n.:marks, S ir, I >Ufl[JUrt this 
Head. 

Sitting suspended. 

Sitting remmed. 
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The Attorney-General of the Federation ChiefT. T. Solaru (ljebu East): Mr Chair-
(Mr E. I. G. Unsworth): i\Ir Chairman, I man, we are very grateful to tha Attorney
shou ld just like first to inform the House that General for the very able way in wilich he has 
the fact that I have changed my seat, and mo,·cd replied to criticisms and made explanation. 
nearer to the gallery upon my left, docs not However, I notice that he has said very littk 
mean that I am contemplating abandoning my 'about Legal Draft;;men-maybe because no
job at the present time. (Laughter). body has said anything about it. I find that 

Beyond that, Mr Chairman, I do not think 
that it is necessary for me to say really anything 
more about the question of the post of Attorney
General. This is a political matter and a 
matter which \\·ill, in due course , be discussed 
at the Constitutional Conference or at future 
Constitutional Conferences. I can merclv 
say that, so long as I occupy the post, I shail 
do my best to sen·e this country to the very 
best of my ability. (Hear, hear). 

\ \'ith regard to the question of :\igcrianisa
tion, I can perhaps merely draw the attention 
of the House to the present position. There 
are at present three Senior Crown Counsel 
and those are Superscale posts ; two of those 
arc filled by l\' igerians. The last vacancy 
occurred after I had arrived in the country 
and it was filled about two weeks ago by a 
Nigerian. 

So far as the Crown Counsel are co!".cerned, 
there are at present six Crown Counsel, of 
whom four are i\'igerians, and there is one 
vacancy ; it is my intention to fill that vacancy 
with a l\'igerian. (Hear, hear). The post will 
be advertised on Thursday next. I, perhaps 
with some regret-as I always like to see the 
highest pcssible pay for my own Department
would say that the advertisement will show no 
increase in the present emoluments of Crown 
Counsel. But I would sav onlv this, 1\Ir 
Chairman : although one 11:ishes ·to see the 
highest possible pay for one's own Department, 
the pay of Crown Counsel is upon Scale A and, 
in view of certain remarks made by Mr Benson, 
I should just record that I a1n completely 
satisfied that there is no question at all of there 
being any corruption amongst Crown Counsel. 
They are my colleagues and I have for them the 
very, very highest and greatest regard and 
respect. 

Mr T. 0 . S. Benson (Lagos West) : I meant 
no harm :mel I nc,·er sa id am· Crown Counse l 
of the Legal Department is ~orrupt. 'What I 
mean is that Crown Counsel should be given a 
good salary, commensurate with the hard work 
which they do. 

provision is made for two Legal Draftsmen, 
both in last year's Estimates and in those for 
the coming y'ear. But I find in the Staff List, 
which is up-to-date up to April, that only one 
post is filled and one is still vacant. 

I wonder " ·hether the Attorney-General will 
consider appointing a :\igerian to fill the post 
of Legal Draftsman ? 

Several hon. Members : Ans\n:r ! .-\ns
"·er ! 

The Attorney-General of the Federation : 
Yes, on a point of explanation, i\Ir Chairman. 
There are at present two posts of Legal Drafts
men : one of those is filled and one is at present 
,·acant. That position, i\ Ir Chairman, will be 
filled by a person "·ho has the necess~ry 
qualifications for that post and the qualifica
tions required are a special apptitude for 
drafting and, normally, some previous expe
rience in a Legal Department. If, of course, 
there is a i\'igerian with those qualificat ions, he 
"·ill be considered . But if there is not, it will 
ha ,·e to be filled by an expatriate officer. 

Question, That Head +S be reduced by £10, 
put and negatived. 

"original question put and agreed to. 

HEAD 49-AD~H1'ISTRATOR-GE:-.-ER~L 

Question proposed, That the sum of £38,740 
for Head +9-Administrator-General-stand 
part of the Schedule. 

Mr Jaja Wachuku (Aba) : Mr Chairman, 
Sir, I want to raise a point ·which is very 
important to me and, I believe, to other 
!\!embers of this House : that is the question 
of filling the post of the Federal Administrator
General and now the request to create a new 
post of Deputy Federal Administrator-General. 

Now, Sir, at the last Budget Session we 
brought to the Floor of this House, to the 
predecessor of the present Attorney-General, 
that , as that post of Federal Administrator
General had become vacant and an African 
\\·as acting, it was our wish that that African 
should be made the substantive holder of that 
post. 

(-i8 7J 
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Sir, what happened ? I will repeat what I clerk, right up to the top, Sir, why should tlut 
ha,·e said before in this House about the then man be just relegated to the background ? 
acti ng Federal _-\dministrator-Gene ral. That 
gentleman, Sir, was a clerk in that Department 
and the GO\·ernment of this country se nt him 
on scholarship to England to qualify as a 
Ltwye r; he qualified in 19+8 ; he came back, 
Sir, to that same Department; worked fo r 
eight years in that Department and, when the 
then Administrato r-General went away on 
lta,·e, he was mad<.: to act and he ac ted for 16 
:nonths. (Se7:eral Iron. iVlembers : !8 months.) 
IS months. Thank you for the correction. 

:\ow, Sir, what have we been hearing in this 
House in answer to our plea? When we have 
10 qualified person, we are told we have no 
;ualificd person. \ \'hen we han: a qualified 
Jcrson we are told we have not got an experi
·nccd person. .1:\ow, in th is particular case, 
his man had the qualifications and he had the 
·xpe rience. 

I do not know, perhaps, Sir, we can better 
aise this matter elsewhere, but our complaint 
night well be that it is not the fault of the 
l.ttorney-General. I would like to be fair. 
t may well be that the Commission have 
Jmething to do with it, but we are not dealin"' 
: ith this aspect. " 

But where is this country going to now, when 
:e are told that the Council of '-\linisters cannot 
lterfere with the appointment of CiYil 
en·ants ? At least when an objecti\·e like this 
ccurs the Council of Ministers should be 
Jnsulted and they should have a say. 

~ow, the Attorney-General. I do not know 
·hether this new appointment was made before 
e arri\·ed, that is why I would not be hard on 
im at all, because this is a thing which had been 
)ne before he arrived here, therefore he does 
)t take the blame, but Sir, my information so 
r-if I am wrong I want to be corrected-is 
.at the successive holder of the position now, I 
1derstand is a Solicitor by profession, and he 
1ly visited Nigeria once, where two doctors 
: re fighting in the Courts over their partner
ip case. That is the Wood and Hummel case. 

:1\ow Sir, what qualifications, what experience 
s the present substantive holder of this post 
the Administration of Estates in Nigeria ? 

vould say none. \Vho recruited him, and on 
1at pay ? Why should a Nigerian who has 
: n trained, with a N igerian background 
ve from the lowest rung of the ladder as a 

::\ow what happened after this terriJile 
frust rat ion of the ::\ational Policy, after that 11t: t 
had been committed ? What did we notice in 
the Finance Committee ? The Financial 
Secret~~ brought us a memorandum . It is 
not his Department, but somebody hand.::cl him 
the paper. They brought the matter to the 
Finance Committee. The Finance Committee 
unanimously tu rned clown the creation of this 
post of Deputy Federal Administrator-General, 
and served No tice, in fact a date was fixe d for 
30th J anuarv, for further congiderat ion of that 
paper, and Sir, that Committee, your 
Committee, the Committee of this House, 
ga\·e the Financial Secretary to understand 
that we wanted an ex planation from the 
Council of Ministers why the Acting :\ dmin is
trato r-General was not considered, or appo inted 
as the substanti \·e holder of this position. 

Then a special meeting was fixed on 30th 
January for this considerat ion, and what do 
we get then ? A telegram cancelling this 
meeting, and the next thing we saw was in the 
Estimates which have been brought here is 
that the post was created and has in fact been 
fill ed from outside, p robably because the 
Finance Committee was too stubborn or 
would not carry out this thing. I \\'ant to tel l 
you Sir, that that post has been filled, and the 
African has been put in as Deputy Administrator
General. Now you are being asked to come 
and approve this item. Now who authorised 
the spend:l'rg of public money ? In other 
words what is stated here is not correct. The 
post has been filled, money has been paid. 
I want to be challenged on that point. An 
expatriate has been appointed to that post and 
has been paid. Where did the Financial 
Secretary or the Attorney-General get the 
money with which he paid it ? Who provided 
it ? Where did they get the money ? I want 
whoever paid this money to be sur-charged, 
because it is an affront to this House, a gross· 
affront. \Ve do not want to be unkind to our 
guests or to people who have come to ser\'e us. 
But somebody must have advertised this post 
in the United Kingdom, and we are saying 
that it is not a post which was meant for him 
to fill. The people of this country do not 
want him to get that post. So I am asking 
if this House will agree that this substantive 
holder of this post should be found another 
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job because we have a Nig~ r ian Civil Se r\·ant 
wh0 h:~s the training, the experien~e. and the 
ouaiifications to head this department. This 
is one opportunity for ::\iger ian i>ation that 
should not be lost Sir. That is \l·hv I ha\·e 
tabled this Amendment. There "are two 
:\ me-ndments in my name and I speak to two 
of thel"l at the same time. 

I say Sir, that I see no reason for not gi,·ing 
this ::\ige rian the job in which he \\·as trained. 
There is no excuse whatsoe\·er, it is a case of 
gross injusti ce here, and a delibera te affront 
to this House. The Head of the department 
cannot say that he did nor recei ,·e adequate 
warning from this House. He had more than 
adequate \\·arning, and this is what we are up 
against , when the House has rr:adc its mind 
clear to the Heads of the Departmen ts that 
\H' want things to be done and the Heads of 
Department decide to flout the authority of 
this House, they are thereby frustrating the 
national policy. That must stop forthwith, 
and if our l\Iinisters are not prepared to carry 
out the national policy, let them resign. 
They should -understand that we are behind 
them when they carry out their ::\ational 
Policy, and they should not be afraid to resist 
any attempt to frustrate the national policy. 
I am not suggesting that they are afra id. 

\ \'hile the present Attorney-General is not 
to blame because he had not arri\·ed in this 
country, I would like him to do something 
because this is going to create a \·ery unpleasant 
background in that department, and in this 
House. 

It is a case where this House should set up 
a Committee, and ask the Governor-General, 
whatever happens, to transfe r the present 
holder of this post to some other place. H e 
has been brought here to enter into a contract. 
I do not know whether he is a contract officer 
or not, but if he is a contract officer, another 
job should be found somewhere ; but this 
Department should leave the position open for 
a Nigerian to take. Sir, I beg to move. 

A mendment proposed. 

Mallam Baba Danbappa ()lorth East 
Central Kano): Mr Chairman, Sir, as a 
member of the last Finance Committee, I 
think it is right that I should say a few words. 
I was a member of the Finance Committee 
last year, and I was one of the members that 
took the decision to reject the l\Iemorandum 

on this H ead . In fairness to this House, 
I will not bor.: the House with repetition. I 
agree entirely with \l·hat my hon. Friend has 
said. (Applause). 

In support of the Hgumen t, \l'ith the per
miss ion of the Chairm1n, I would like to read 
par t of the ::\ I.::morandum here. 

The report showed that the Department was 
deficien t in staff at r.he higher le\·el, and that 
efficiency we~s directly impaired as a result. 
The report also recom mended that more 
experienced snff were requ ired to uke charge 
of the main sections of the D~partme nt. and 
that a system of int .:: rnil l auditing should be 
introduced. I think, Sir, this is not the right 
step to remedy the position. The man tha t 
was brought in was an i n e xp<!rie nc~d man , 
considered with the man who was :lCting for 
eighteen months. H .: had a l ree~dy quJl ificd 
before the man that was bro ught in, and he 
has a wider experience, :\Ir Chairman . In 
\·iew of the ::\igeriani sation of the se nior posts 
here in :1\ige ria, and what the House has been 
crying for, in and out, I think th is man should 
be sent away. 

Mr A. Rosiji (Egba East) : :\Ir Chairman, 
Sir, I think that since th is House came imo 
being, this seems to be the most s.:rious chal
lenge to the policy of ::\igerianisat ion that has 
confronted us. The ques tion of the .-\d mini
strator-General is not a new one in this House . 
It was d[scussed last year , and the year beio re 
that, anG the point that was at issue then was 
the same point as is nO\\' at issue-that the 
person who was then acting as .-\dminist rato r
General should be made the substanti\·e holde r 
of t:,Ut position. That request came from 
all sides of this House, and in gross contempt
in gross contempt oi this House, somebody 
went and appointed anothe r person, an expa
triate, to come and fill this position. Now 
we are being asked to relegate the person who 
we asked to fill the substantive position, to 
relegate him to the background, to a position 
which is inferior to the one which we asked 
him to fill. That is what this House is being 
asked to do. 

Well, somebody is calling all of us here 
fools, otherwise this wouldn't come before 
us. vVe are not fools. We were saying that 
all the time, "Make this man fi ll the substantive 
position". You went and got somebody 
else, contrary to our views, to fill the post, and 
now you ask us to come and approve a lower 
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position for the person whom we asked to 
fi ll the substantive post. That is an insult 
to this House. Whoever it is, he should not 
be in th.: sen ·ice of this Go1·ernmcnt. That 
:1erson whom vou have put in th<: substant il·c 
)osition shouh.i go, that is the only thing. It 
1as bt:en suggested that he should go and fill 
:he position of Senior Draughtsman. He 
;hould not rem:~in in this country; he should 
10t fill any position here, he should go a11·ay. 
: am not saying it is his fault, it is the fault 
,f the people 1vho brought him. If he suffers , 
t is their fault. They know 11·hat the people 
·f this country want. 

It is ob1·ious that the man who has been 
•rought to fill this position is less qualified 
han the Nigerian. H e is a junior perso n in 
)\! profession of law to this N igerian ; he has 
ot got the experience of administration, as 
as this Nigerian. And he is a Solicitor. I 
m very proud of the posi tion of barriste r; 
barrister has an equal office to his, any time, 

:1y day. And I have been told that this 
:ficer is here only on contra<.:t. Why bring 
im on contract ? I ~ is no argument ! \Vhy 
ring him on contract ? \Ve do .not want him 
!re at all; that is the position. We ha1·e a 
>od many lawyers here who can do this job, 
td there is a person who is qualified to do 
. e job. 

Now, I sometimes wonder if our Ministers 
e not being taken for a ride, This matter 
me before the finance Committee. \Ve 
!re very hot about it. I find it difficult to 
lieve that any Minister-any N igerian 
inister-will allow a thing such as this to 
ss in the Council of Ministers, before it 
mes to this Finance Committee. I find it 
ficult to believe. Somebody is taking our 
inisters for a ride, and the earlie r we stop 
the better, and we are going to stop it in 
s House, anyway. 

(f the Ministers are embarrassed, and can't 
~ for themselves, we must talk for them, 
:1 that is what we are doing here, now. 
.at person should be sent away, we do not 
nt him here. I would like to warn the 
ads of Departments, and indeed, I think 
y should have been warned before now, 
t at this stage, when we are approaching 
•ards self-government, they must be ex

before we are in a position to tell whether 11·e 
want to engage someo ne, and whet her we do 
not want to engage them ? Is it the intention 
to frustrate our plans ? If this is so, we shall 
stand firm , too. \\' e kno1•: what to do, and 
if you send this man away and put this m;!n 
back in the position where we want him, then 
we know that you want to co-operate with us. 
Jf you don ' t do it, 11·e know you do not want 
to co-operate with us-the people of this 
country, 11·ho pay you your fees, your money, 
1·our salaries. \\'e kno11· what to do about it. 
1'his is extremely serious, and should be 
treated so. This is a gross insult to the dignity 
of this House, and we arc not going to stand 
for it. 

Mr D. E. Okereke (011wri) : :\Ir Chairman, 
I feel obliged at this moment to appeai to the 
hon. Members of this House, in respect ot' 
this matter. T his is a matter which is 1·erv, 
1·ery serious indeed. i\Ir Chairman, prest ige 
is at stake. Constitutional pro 1· isio ns are at 
stake, and it is left to the Governor-G eneral 
and the Council of Ministers, whether thev 
should support the prestige, and conside'r 
provisions, or perhaps a single Civil Se n ·ant. 
However, Members, you are here to protect 
the interests of your country. Here is a man 
who has been brought into the count ry without 
your knowledge, and without your consent. 
( lntermptio11 ). 

The Chairman : Order, order. 

The Chairman : Order. Order. i\Ir 
Okereke. 

Mr Okereke : And I feel that it is onlv vour 
duty, and or~ duty alone, to see that you do not 
approve that item of expenditure. \\'e cannot 
let down our Committee, the Finance Commit
tee. That Committee is ours, and if the 
Committee refuses the appointment of anybody 
it is up to us as Members of this House to 
uphold our Committee, and I am appealing to 
the Governor-General and the Council of 
Ministers to uphold us, because we put our feet 
down and say we do not want this man in this 
country. \Ve are sorry that he is already here, 
but some job could be found for him somewhere 
else. But definitely, if all Members will agree 
with me, and they should agree with me, this 
should not be approved. 

nely wary in engaging expatriates. They The Attorney-General of the Federation 
st be particularly careful. Or, is it the (!VIr E. I. G . Unsworth) : M r Chairman, Sir, I 
:ntion to fill all the posts with expatriate; rise at this stage because I feel it would be to till: 
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ach-anta"'e of the House if I gi1·c an explanation 
on what"is tak ing place as ea rly as possible in the 
debate 11·h ich may 11·el l go on for some time. 

Li ke the Hon. :\lr Jaja \\ 'aehuku, I wou ld also 
refer to the seco nd i\Iotion because I find it is 
not possible to refer to the fi._; :\lotion without 
also making some reference to the second 
Motion 11·h i c~ stands in his name . 

With reaard to the appointment of the 
Deputy Ad~inistrator-General, 11·hich is what 
11·e arc no,,· discussing, I would firs t of all ltke 
to say that the creation of this post was not due 
in anv wa1· to the fact that an expatriate officer 
11·as :ippoi.ntc<.i to the senior post of .-\dminis
trator-Genera l. (Cries of " Why, re fly" from 
se·veral lion . . llembers). I 11· ill explain. T he 
appoin tment followed certain .-\udit enquiries, 
and an in1·estigation that was carried out by an 
accou ntan t into the running of the Adminis
trator-Gencml 's Department. anJ it is fo llo11·i ng 
those recommendations that the Government 
considered that it was essential, essential, i.Vlr 
Chairman-that 11·hcther or not an expatriate 
was appoin ted to the post of .-\dministrator
General it was essential that a post of Deputy 
Administrator-General should be created. 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun \\'est): On a 
point of explanation, Sir. If so , ll'hy was this 
expatriate officer not appointed as a deputy ? 

The Attorney-General : I wi ll come to that 
point in a moment, Mr Chairman, but I do ask 
hon. i\Iembers to bear with me 11·h ile I deal with 
the :.\'lotion 11·h ich is at p resent u;.._:.~ r discussion. 
namely, the appointment of the Deputy 
Adminis~rator-General. I ha,·e sate! that the 
creation of th:lt post followed recommendations 
which were made by an accountant who 
enquired into the affairs of the .-\dministrator
General 's Department, and I repeat, Mr 
Chairman, that I would go so far a,; to say that 
the creation of such a post is essential to the 
good and efficient working of the Depart.ment. 
The work of the Department has grown m the 
last few vears to an extent which I would 
venture t~ suggest some 1\Iembers do not 
realise. 

Now, not only does the Administrator
General deal with the registration of companies, 
trade unions, official receiver, etc .. . . (interrup
tioll ). I am only dealing with the first poi~t, 
that a Deput~' .-\dministrator-General was, 1? 
my vie11· , essential, but if you do not feel 1t 
essential, I do submit to the House that such an 

ap poi ntment is in the interests of the smooth 
and efficient 11·orking of the Department. 

If 11·e ha1·e •greed that , i\Ir Chairman, I 
11·ould like thcn·co lea\'e the first ;\lot ion and I 
can pass on to the second point, namely, .the 
quest ion of the appointment of an cxpatnate 
offi ce r to the post of Administrator-General. 
:\ow, I would like to pass ... . (inlerruptio11) . . .. 

The Chairman : It is quite ob1·ious that the 
debate has been co1·ering more than Item 2, 
sub-head I. It seems to me at present that we 
shall not han: to repeat the debate, and I wonder 
there fore, probably the second amendment will 
not be moved. 

Mr Jaja Wachuku (.-\ba) : i\Ir Chairman, I 
ha1·e no intention of mo,·ing the second amc nd-
ment again. • 

The Attorney-General : Sir, I 11·ould like 
to pass on now to the second Motion. I think 
it is desirable that I should first explain, to 
stress exactly what has been done. The first 
point that I 11·ant to stress-! know it is appre
ciated by hon. Members who have spoken, but 
I do want to stress it-and that is that the 
appointment that has been made is a contract 
employment. I mention this , Mr Chairman, 
because it would appear from certain remarks 
which were made that it is assumed that the 
appointment of this officer will in effect block 
the promotion of a Nigerian to the senior post . 
That, i\Ir Chairman is, in my view, not so. 
The officer has been appointed not on pension
able terms which will, if I may use the word, 
indefi nitely hold up a Nigerian. He has been 
appo inted only for a period of time and, as I 
hope to show, if hon. Members will bear with 
me for a moment, as I hope to be able to show, 
i\Ir Chairman, this appointment on contract 
terms has been made not with the intention of 
blocking a Nigeria .. .. (Interruption) . . . . not 
Mr Chairman, with the intention, whatever 
may be apparent at first sight, not with the 
intention of doing something contrary to the 
policy of Nigerianisation, but. it has been don~, 
Mr Chairman, .. . . (Inttrruptwn) . . .. . ... I wtll 
explain, because it is believed in good faith 
that this . . . . (interruption) . ... 

The Chairman : Order, order. The speech 
has been intolerably interrupted. Perhaps 
we can hear the case that the Attorney-General 
puts forward, and then 11·e can carry on the 
debate after that. 

The Attorney-General : I was saying, Mr 
Chairman, that the intention of this appoint-
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tent was n•J t to in terfe re with the policy of 
;igerianisation, for rea;on;; that I will explain 
• a moment, because it wa;; belie\·ed that it 
as the bes t method of ensuring that the 
)!i cy of ;\'igerianisation in this particular 
~partment was effectively and thoroughly 
trried out . I will explain, i\fr Chai..,.an. 
There were two reasons why it was consi
~red that it was in the interest> of Nigerianisa-
Jn to .:tppoi nt for a period of only .... ... . 
nterruption and cries of " H ow hJng, lzo.zu long" 
?m several han . . 1lembers). The contract is 
r a period of four years. (lntprruptions). 
here were, l\fr Chai rman, as I was saying, 
·o reasons why it was considered that this 
•pointment was tn the in terests of 
igerianisation. 
The first was this, that there had been a 
port from a n~ry experienced .\ccountant, 
1ich showd quite clearly that , through no 
1it of t ~<: :\igcri,m, I woulJ like to make 
1t quite cleclr, due to no fault of the :\"igerian , 
:ept possibly that he had n::> t had a wide 
Jerience of the running of a Department 
ewhere than in :\'igeria, bu t due to no 
:It of the :\'igerian Officer \Yho was holding 
' position at the time, it wa;; clear that a 
·rganisation of this particular Department 
> nece>sary and still is nece>sary. There 
re two thing;; that could ha \·e b~en done, 
' was to appoint the :\"igerian Officer con
ned to the re-organisation of the Dcpart
nt, that was the fir;;t, but I would submit to 
; House that that would not have been fair 
:he :\'igerian Officer concerned, it was ~air 
he Nigerian Officer concerned and secondly 
ould say this, (Intermption.) 
t1r Chairman : Order, order. You must 
!n to the speech. 
:he Attorney-General of the Federation: 
I was saying, the question of who should 
·y out this reorganisation was considered 

there were only two alternatives, one was 
:\'i!:!eri:n! Officer who was already in the 

Jartment and the other alternative was to 
•g in, for a period of time, on contract, an 
cer who had a wide experience of the 
1ing, I do not say in Nigeria, but the 
1ing of Departments elsewhere, dealing 
1 company law, in order that he could put 
;ervices at the disposal of th is Government, 
. a \'iew to a :\igerian being able to take 
, not a Department which had been subject 
1e re?ort of an .\uditor and the report of 
\.ccountant, but to ensure that a Nigerian 

could take over a Department which was re
organised and in efficient order. 

I can only say, l\fr Chairman, by putting 
forward the case, that I ·do believe, (this, Mr 
Chairman, is my sincere view) I do believe 
that it is in the intere> ts of the Nigerian con
cerned and in the interes ts of Nigerianisation 
that this big Depar tment should be re-o rganised 
before he is as!,ed to take over the re>p::msibi
lit ie;; of the senior job in the D~plrtm~nt. 

The second point I want to come to, Mr 
Chairman, is this, and it is a ve ry important 
one. That is that this House, I understa nd, 
has requested, and repeatedly requested, that 
a law of Bankruptcy should be introduced 
into J:\igeria. There is nobody in the Depart
ment, at the present time, who has or could 
have, any knowledge at all of Bankruptcy law, 
because bankruptcy law is not in force in this 
country. It is, }.Ir Chairman, in my submis
sion, I can only put forward my submission, 
that it is in the interests of the D(!partment 
that, for a period of time, I again repeat those 
words, that for a period of time, a p(!rson 
who has had experience of the •working of 
bankruptcy law, should be the Head of the 
Department which is going to introduce that 
law. Those are the reasons Mr Chairman. 
I am not going to give way in this respect. 
The first reason is that a re-organisation of the 
Department is required, the second one is that 
a law of bankruptcy is to be introduced and, 
under those circumstances, it is desirable that, 
for a period of time, there should be an Officer 
who has experience elsewhere of those matters. 

Mr Chairman, I think I have won the first 
Motion, we all agreed, and I am hoping 
very much, before I sit down, I shall be success
ful in the second Motion. I do not like myself 
having to compare peoples' qualifications as 
comparisons are odious, but I do wish to refer to 
the qualifications of the expatriate Officer who 
has been appointed. He has, Sir, excellent 
academic qualifications, he has an honours 
degree in law, he has also honours in the 
Solicitors Final, he has taken honours all the 
way through. What is more important, is the 
fact that he has had 10 years experience in a 
firm dealing with these particular subjects. I 
can say no more, because I have a feeling Mr 
Chairman that the House has made up its mind 
on this matter but I do ask the House, especially 
those who have sooken, to do one thina and 
that is I ask them to go round t~ the 
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Administra tor-General's Office to sec the new 
Administrator-General, to see also the :\ige ri:H1 
concerned and seeing them there, to look 
round the Department to see the difficulties, 
and I belieYe, I still believe Mr Chairman, that 
the views of the House might change. (Some 
han. Jl,[embers : No , 110.) 

So far as the expatriate Officer is concerned, 
think it is a pity, and I say this with the 

greates t respect to the House, that an Officer, 
who has come out here, with excellent qualifi
cations, not a man looking for a job, he has 
come because he is interested, with excellent 
qualifications, w.llo has come here with enthu
siasm, enthusiasm i\Ir Chairman, to trv to carrv 
out a certa in degree of reorgan isation. and ha·s 
also come wi th enthusiasm because that was 
discussed with him befo re he took ~h e appoint
ment, that he has come with enthusi,!sm to 
bt: able to ensure that he hands o,·er th is 
Department in an efficient order, to a :\igerian, 
and that is what he is working for. 

Chief S. L. Akintola (Oshun \Vest) : I 
must start by expressing my sympathy for our 
new Attorney-Gent:ral. He has made himself, 
voluntarily, accountable for the iniquity of 
other people. I lis tened attentively to what 
my Friend has described as "justification". 
He made no case at all, I think the. case he made 
up was one of those instances in which a 
Solicitor might be made to pay the costs 
personally. If this man who has been brought 
to this country is an expert in enthusiasm , 
(Laughter) I think the thing to be done was 
just to create, after all there are so many 
Departments, a Department of Enthusiasm. 
I may mention briefly in passing, that due to 
somebody's error of judgment, this gentleman 
has been brought here, and we do not want 
to create the impression in his mind that we 
do not like him personally. It is not his fault 
that he is here. In all seriousness, I would 
therefore suggest that a special section be carved 
out of the :\.dministrator-General's Depart
ment. Call it the Bankruptcy Section, if you 
like ; make him expert in bankruptcy ; pay 
him according to your contract, but for good
ness sake let that Nigerian be the Administrator
General. ... . (Prolonged applause). 

That may be a way out. After all, with all 
the enthusiasm in this world, when you buy 
goods from .Kingsway Stores they don't 
accept enthusiasm in settlement of obligations. 
.... (Laughter) . ... \\'hat he comes here for, 
apart from other things, is mainly to make 

money. Let him recei\·c e,·cry penny that is 
due under that contrac t but as a bankruptcy 
expert. 

\ r ell, that is because he is he re . If he had 
not been h ere, I would e,·en sugges t that the 
pomt ra1 sed by the .\ttorncy- G eneral is 
absolu te ly uncalled for. He studied bank
ruptcy law ! There arc members of the hon. 

. legal profession here. He didn't ~.tud\· from 
am· Cni\·ersitv different from whc.rc we 
st~dicd. He studied bankruptcy law which is 
part of the English law and what is the expe 
rience in drafting bankruptcy law ? I will let 
so me laymen into the secrets of the cult and I 
thin k the .-\ ttorne\·-General has im·itcd this 
How do you draft ia\\'5 ? You take p recedent~ 
from Eng.Iish la\1"5 and you do a bit of copy 
work . \\hat else do you do ? In d rafting 
your bankruptcy Ia\,. for :\igeria , he "·ill on lY 
adopt the Engl ish Bankruptcy r\ct to t h~ 
peculiar situation here. Who cannot do that ? 
Isn 't that :\igerian capable of doina that ? 
.\nd, in particular, the new man will find it 
difficult to adapt it to our situation here in 
:\iger ia. Lawyers who have practised here for 
man~· years are in a better position to adapt 
Engilsh law to the peculiar situation of our 
own country. 

But .I am not disquali fying him on that. 
The m1stake has been made. Let him ao and 
do his work as bankruptcy expert \\·ith ; lot of 
enthusiasm .... (Laughter) . ... 

I will appeal to the Minister to com·ert. 
This is no~ brought with a view to its havi.ng 
any reflectiOn on our Government. It does 
not shake our confidence whatsoeYer in the 
Government of the day . . (Cheers) . . , but I 
would like this point to be noted. It is 
absolutely wrong for anybody to challenae the 
authority of our Finance Committee. \Vhen 
the House is not in session, the Finance 
Committee has all the power, the privileges 
and all the dignity of this hon. House. There
fore, I would appeal to the Minister to confer 
with the Attorney-General and assure us that 
yeu will look into this matter and by that we 
will understand that you will take this hon. 
expert in enthusiasm to the place where he 
belongs and that this Nigerian will be made the 
substantive holder of this particular post. 

I will assure the new man, if he happens to 
be here personally or by proxv, that he has all 
our goodwill, that we all like him, that we will 
continue to respect him and we would like him 
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o re~pcct our own feelings and choose no t to 
nake things difficult for hi mself and preva il 
1pon those who employed him that he wi ll like 
o go only where Members of this House would 
'ke him to serve, and where we wan t him to 
erve is either in the Department of Enthu
i:mn or in the Bankruptcy Section of the 
)epartment .. . .. (Applause) . .... . 

The Minister of Transport (Hon. Tafa\\·a 
:a[ewa) : i\Ir Chairman, Sir, \l't: know very 
·ell how the House feels about· such matters, 
f course. Now, approval for creation of new 
osts is g iven to the Council of Ministers but 
·ho and who will fill the pos ts is not the 
:sponsibility of the Council of :.Vlinis ters or of 
1e :\Iinister. Really, Sir, 11·e know \·cry well 
)W the House feels about these matters. 
·ow, what is the main important quest ion in 
is ? The ques tion, Sir, is an amendment 
moved to leave out item 2 of sub-head 1 

hich is the post of the Deputy. !\ow, the 
ouse should be aware, Sir, that the pos t of 
e Admini stra to r-General has already bee n 
led and the Deputy should be a Nigerian. 
\l·e now lea1·e out that item, it will mean that 
:-are depriving that particular :\'"igerian of an 
: rease in his emolument of about £690 . ... 

Mr Ayo Rosiji (Egba East) : On point of 
planation, Sir ; I would like to know if the 
inister is saying that he had personal know
lge of the filling of this position . 

The Minister of Transport: Mr Chairman, 
·, as I said from the beginning, the Council of 
nisters approves the creation of posts and 
3 particular post, Sir, was approved by the 
unci! of i\·Iinisters. The filling of it, Sir, 
not the responsibi lity of the Counci;-.. of 
nisters. 

lome hon. Member : Then sit down ; 
1't defend it. 

~he Minister of Transport : All that I am 
ng to do, Sir, is to try to point out to the 
JSe that by leaving out this item, by taking 
ut of the Estimates, we are depriving this 
·erian of certain increase in his emoluments. 
.v, the post of the Administrator-General is 
ady filled. We can't have two Administra
Generals in the same post, Sir, and there
I would say the hon. Members as reasonable 

1, always will accept that half a loaf is better 
1 none ..... . . 

>me Members : No, we do not accept. 

The Minister of Transport : Ilut the 
House, Sir, shoul d understand that by lea\·ing 
ou t this sub-head, it does not mean that this 
Nigerian is going to fill this post of the Adminis
tr:ltor-Gcncral because the post of the 
Administ rator-General is alre•1dy fill ed .... 
(Interruption). 

Some hon. Members : \ Ve want him to go 
a\\·ay. 

The Chairman : Onler, Order. The 
;V[inister of Transport. 

The Minist er of Transport : I want, Sir, 
the House to see reason in this matter. There 
is a post of the Administrator-General ; the 
post has been fil led by an expatriate officer on 
contract .. . . 

Some hon. Members : Remo\·e him. 

The Minister of Transport : Really, Sir, 
I know it is agreed by all sides of this House 
and by people ou tside that we are not go ing to 
break up our Sen·ice by dismissing people 
merely to fill in their places \\"ith ~igerians. 
That is not, S ir, the idea of the House. .-\!ready 
Sir, I think m\· hon. friend the Gentleman who 
is asking the. Government to terminate this 
contract, Sir, is a man I know who is very 
anxious to see that all contracts agreed to 
should be honoured . And really, Sir, the 
House should realise that they are not doing 
anything good for. this particular ~igerian. 
Their views, their strong feelings which we ha\·e 
noted very much, have been taken fully, Sir, 
by the Government. I appeal, Sir, to the 
House that they should allow this item to stand. 

The Chairman : It is now one o'clock and 
the sitting is suspended till three o'clock. 

Sitting suspended. 

Sitting resumed. 

The Financial Secretary of the Federa
tion (Mr F . D. C. Williams): Sir, during the 
luncheon suspension my Ministerial Colleagues 
and I consulted together as to the course which 
was to be taken by the Government on this 
Amendment, having regard to all that has been 
said on various sides of the House . I ha\·e been 
authorised to make a statement on behalf of 
the Members of the Council of Ministers, and 
I shall do so in a moment. 

First, howe\·er, Sir, I should like to offer the 
House a few words of personal explanation in 
r~gard to the criticisms that have been made of 
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the appoi ntm~ nt of ~Ir Sagoc on a Group S the Standing Committee on Finance, directed 
salary of .£1 ,620 per annum, from the .'late on to the appointment of another officer, and not 
which he ceased to act as Federal Admm1st rato r- directed to any shortcomings on the part of 
General. The H ouse is aware that l\1~." l\Tr Sagoc himself. In order that the officer 
Sagoe's substanth·e pos t of Ass i~ta nt Admin is-· concerned should not as a result of this 
trato r-General was graded 111 Scale A, situat ion be placed in a position where he might 
although ~vas in fact the number two post in be financially embarrassed, I considered it my 
the Department. Early in November.. the duty to report the views of the Standing 
Council of;,\ Ii nisters reviewed a number ot posts Committee on Finance to His Excellency the 
in the Serv ice which were thought to have been Governor-General, and to ath·ise him that since 
inco rrectly dealt with at the time of the the matter was clearly going to be fully ventila
Gorsuch regrading, and came to the con- ted in this House, when approval \\·as sought 
elusion that the number two post in the for the creation of this post in the draft 
Administrator-Ge neral's Department should Estimates that are now being debated, it would 
properly be graded in Group S, and that ~\e be proper in the meantime to appoint :.\[r 
effective date should be the 1st October, 19J+, Sagoe to the new post and to pay him the 
which was the date on which all other G orsuch Group 8 salary wi th effect from the date on 
regradings took effect. which he ceased to act as Administrator-

~ General. 
In rc:~chin cr th is conclusion, the Council of 

:\ lin i; te rs wa~ not unmindful of the fact that 
:.\lr Sagoe had been acting as Head of Depart
ment since .-\ugust 1955, and that reversiOn to 
his substanti\·e rank would bring him down to a 
sala ry of £930 per annum, although he had, as 
a result oi his act ing appointment, been 1n 
receipt of emoluments of £2,220 over the 
previous six tee n to eighteen months. 

When the proposal to create a post of D~puty 
Administrator-General in Group 8 was reterred 
by me on behalf of the Council of :Vlinisters to 
the Sta nding Committee on Finance, the 
members oi that Committee unanimou~l y 
expressed their disapproval of the fact th~t an 
expatriate officer should have been substantively 
appointed as~he H ead of the Department. 
Although the Committee appreciated ~hat 
promotior.s and appointments are constitu
tionally the responsibility of His Excellency, 
the Governor-General, after seeking the advice 
of the Public Service Commission, the majority 
of the Committee felt that a protest should 
nevertheless be registered in the form of a 
refusal to recommend the creation of a Deputy 
post to this House without details of the 
qualifications of the new Administrator
General and of the reasons which had led the 
Public Service Commission to recommend his 
appointment. The result of this decision was 
to leave the Assistant Administrator-General 
out of pocket to the tune of £690 per annum 
with effect from the 16th November last. 

The position was thus that an individual 
Civil Servant was going to be pecuniarily 
penalised because of criticism on the part of 

I trust that the H ouse will accept my assurance 
tha t I took this action not with any desire to 
Hout the authoritv of the House, but sokh· in 
orde r that a Civil Servant should not. be 
penalised financially as a result of circumstances 
which ~vere none of his making. -

I turn now, Sir, to the statement which I 
make on behalf of my Ministerial Colle:~gues 
and the Ex-Officio !\[embers of the Council of 
:.\linis ters. The appointment and promotion 
of Ci1·il Servants are excluded from the com
petence of the Council of Ministers as a 
collecti\·e body and fro m the con>petence of any 
:.\Iinister or Ex-Officio Member of that Council. 
These powers reside, by reason of the Con
st itutional Order in Council, in His Excellency 
the Governor-General, and the Constitution 
proddes that this is not a matter on which His 
Excellency is required to consult the Council of 
l\linisters. 

The House, Sir, has made its views clear and 
those views will be immediatelv communicated 
to His Excellency. In the meantime a decision 
will have to be reached on the amendment 
moved by the hon. Jaja Wachuku. Since, Sir, 
as I have explained, the technical effect of this 
amendment being accepted would be to depri1·e 
Mr Sagoe of £690 a year without its achieving 
any other result, the Government does not feel 
that it can accept the amendment. 'The 
Government, therefore, asks the hon. iVIembers 
not to press the matter with the assurance of my 
Colleagues and myself that the views of hon. 
;'v[embers will be placed immediately before 
His Excellency. 
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Chief!. A. Scdipo (Egba South) : Sir, I am 

,·cry glad tn hcJr \•:hat the Firnn..:ia l Sec retan · 
ha$ just to! ,! us :.bou t the arrano-ement made b~ 
th<: Counci l of .\Iinisters but ~s a member of 
the FinJnce Comm ittee, the Financial Secretan· 
to!d u ~ on the day that this arranuement ha~l 
been made and ali my Colleagttes ~nd myself, 
we all a s,;oc iateti~urselves with it, and that is 
what he has .iust told us now. But to mv 
survise, on :hat \·ery day \':e had a party in the 
house o f the .\liniste r of Social Services which 
I atrendcd. I saw the Financial Secretary 
there; I ,;aw the Chief Secretarv of the Fcdera·-
0on there. But to my surr)rise the Chief 
:;,ccrctary came to appro2ch me on the matter 
~f ,,·hat wns ":rong today in the Standi;tg 
--ommttrec on ftnance. I told him that this is 
1 decision of :his Committee and that I am 
mab!e to re,·ise it and therefore I am not 
Jrepared to discuss the matter .. (Interruption) . . 

The Chairman : Order, order. It is quite 
mproper to refer in this House to conversations 
tt prinl.te parties or otherwise. Anvthing of 
hat sort must certainly not be repeated 111 
)ebate. · 

The Chief Secretary of the Federation 
Sir Ralph Grey) : I ha,·e no objection, Sir. 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun West) : If the 
tanmng Order ailom;. 

Chief E. 0. Omolodun (O,·o South): .\Ir 
:hairman, if ::\igeria is lacking fn experts in anv 
ther branch of knowledge, I am sure not in the 
:gal prc>fcssion. (Applause). ::\igeria has, 
~.en able toproducewminent lawyers. If any
ling at all 1:; due to be given to our sons who 
lVe ?een ahle to acquit themselves creditably 
ell m any branch of knowledge, I think 
tey. sho~ld not be denied. Taking into 
•nsJderatwn what has been said this morning, 
e see that our expatriate officers are trying one 
1y or the other to relegate our children to the 
.ckgrou_nd. Each of us here is responsible to 
5 constituency and, as such, we are mandated 
fight for the cause of our nation. 

I fail to see why we have to be denied our 
:hts. .\s the Standing Committee on Finance 
empowered to act on behalf of this House 

home or go to that department of enthusiasm : 
":e make no object_ion, with apologies to the 
1\i tge nan to be appmnted to that very post . .1\'ot 
a q~stwn of deputy but of a substantive holder 
of t-i re pos t. He is capable of holding that 
office. 

Mallam S. 0. B. Okin (::\orth Ilorin): i\lr 
Chatrtnan, as a member of the old and the 
prese nt Finance Committee, I feel that I will 
be doing myself injustice if I am unable to 
contribute to this debate. 

0:'o_"·, on that particular day I think the 
questton was so hotly debated and the Financial 
Secretary was definitely informed that we 
were not in agreement and asked that the 
particulars as to the appointment of the man 
111 questwn shou ld be ventilated to the Finance 
Committee. To rr.~v surprise, the meeting 
,,·as adjourned on that day and a certain date 
was. fixed for another meeting whereby the 
deta tls would be gt\·en to us. That was on 
the 30th of January. When everybody had 
gone home, the next thmg we saw was a 
~elegrarn from the ~inancial Secretary inform
mg us that th~ meetmg had been cancelled. 

Now, really, according to the Financial 
Secretary saying that the man has so many 
qualifications, it is so, but what mav be meat 
lor another place where the man ·has come 
from may be poison for Nigeria. So, all we 
want IS that this particular Department should 
be fully Nigerianised, and therefore we want 
our men there. It is not always that the 
Government is not at fault. Th.e Financial 
Secretary should have informed this House 
that he is at fault and therefore the Members 
of the. House would have to pardon him or not. 
That Is the question. 

Another thing is that o~r Fina~cial Secretary 
told ~s of the academic qualtfications and 
expene~ce, but I have been thinking that 
what mtght have been responsible for that is 
~vhat th~y real! y call co~fidential report, and 
tf there Is any confidential report I think the 
Me_mbers of the Finance Committee were 
entitled to know it. We do not know what 
mtght have been responsible for this one. I 
therefore associate myself with what hon. Jaja 
Wachuku has said. (Applause.) 

d .a serioll:s objection was taken by it against ~ 
rttcular Item, there is no reason under 
1ven whv it should be brought to us by the 
:kdoor. We are against it, we are against it 
Y much, and we ask that the gentleman 
o was brought here should either go back 

Mr L. P. Oju.kwu (Onitsha) : l\Ir Chair
man, I would ltke to add a little to this debate. 
I am ?ne of the Members of the Standing 
Committee on Finance. 
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This morning I listened to the hon. the ag rees ,,·ith me Hi:; Excellency, am sure, is 
:\.ttorney-General reply:ng to this debate. ;1 ,·c ry ,·cry n:asonable man, he i:; there to sen·e 
[ \\'aS surprised because I felt he left entirely the interest of the countrv. He ,,·ill not hesi
the subject ,,·hich ,,·c ha,·c been disc uss ing tate on rccei,·ing such a d-ecision by the Hous<: 
and that is \\'hether this hon. House agrees to cance l such an appointment. I ha,-e no 
,,·ith Government that the creation of a Deputy doubt in my mind about that. But His 
.-\dministrato r-General in that department is Excellency is ad,·i sed by some people:: he_. 
essential. I am not quarrelling ,,·ith \\'ho i:; ne,·cr acts alone. He is not a dictator. .-\nd 
o-oino- to be the Adminstrator-Genera l. \\'e the purpose of this motion is to ,,·arn those 
~ll agree and if it is within out· po\\"Cr I ,,·ould ad,·isers to be ad\·ised by us on the policy to 
suggest that the African there shou ld be be adopted in the recruitment of civil :;en·ants. 
promoted to that post. But what is before 
us presently i:; ,,·hether that department needs 
a Deputy Administrator-General. 

If that is the argument \\'e ha,·e created the 
Administrator-General and no\\. they are 
asking us to create a Deputy. They can pass 
that one but this House has the right to gi,·e a 
directive to the Council of i\[inisters to look 
into the proper grading or proper appointment 
of the Administ rator-General. But I do not 
think \\·e are within our right to stop the crea
tion of the post. \Ve should create the pQst 
and at the same time gi,·e direction that a 
suitable applicant, all things being equal, 
should be given an opportunit;· to be the 
Head of that Department . But presently, 
what ,,.e are called upon to debate this after
noon, is ,,·hether it is essential to create a 
Deputy Di rector and I say that , in view of the 
report, it is essential that it should be created 
and whoe,·er the Ci\·il Service Commission 
selects should be in that post. 

Mr Jaja Wachuku (Aba): .\Ir Chairman, 
I ha\·e listened to the Financial Secretary's 
explanation and his statement on behalf of 
the Council of Ministers . One thing is clear. 
The Council of Ministers is not responsible 
for filling the post : we know that ; so that our 
Ministers are not responsible at all. But 
much as I respect the view of the hon. Mr 
Ojukwu I want to say that in bringing the 
amendment in the way I have brought it is 
the only way to bring this lesson home to the 
Financial Secretary, the Chief Secretary, the 
Governor-General and everybody concerned 
with the appointment : I know that by a sub
stantive motion we can question the right 
of the GO\·ernor to make a certain appointment 
if the appointment is contrary to the policy 
of this House. 

This is an appropriate one if it becomes 
nece_ssary. I will not hesitate to bring the 
motton to this House praying His Excellency 
to cancel that appointment, and if the House 

It is true this motion hit~ on our 0\\'11 nun. 
The reason whv it has hit him now financialh
i~ because justice was not done to him. \\·~ 
\\':lrned about that. \\'ith due deference to 
our new Attorney-General, his predecessor has 
been unfair to him; he left him a ven· bad 
legacy-indeed no legacy at all. Also ( ,,·ant 
to say this : when ,,.e debate this subject ,,.e 
ha,·e no animosity against the gentleman who 
is appointed in that post. It i~ not of his 
own making : he is just an unfortunate guinea
pig. The whole trouble has been caused b,· 
those disobedient members of the Ci,·il Sen·ice 
,,·ho don't take this House serioush·. \\'e 
want to make it clear whether thev are :\fricans 
or expatriates there will be n~ mincing of 
,,·ords in this House. \\'e want :\igerians 
and ,,·hen "·e find people \\'ith qua lifications 
and experience they must be gi,·en the job . 
Let them blunder, let them make a mess of 
the thing. You cannot get t~is experience 
by covering them up. When there is an 
opportunity to put him on the job to gain 
experience you deny him that opportu nity. 
That is what has happened. 

We are told about reorganisation. I ''ill 
suggest to the Minister when putting our 
views to His Excellency to inform His Excel
lency that we insist that our man should be the 
head of this Department. The contract term 
always contains a clause under which you can 
cancel a contract and pay certain money ; if 
you think this gentleman's qualification and 
experience in reorganisation of the office of the 
Attorney-General are such that you cannot 
do without, well, build one section and call it 
for the time being the Department of Re
organisation. Since he is on contract to re
organise, when he has completed reorganising 
then the man Will be there. But we want the 
head of that Department to be our O\\·n man. 
The whole point is that our own man should be 
the head of that Department, not a Deputy. 
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The question of Depu ty. I f the .\uditor arc not well they cannot go to school and the 
consider:; that it is necessary to h:we a deputy, medical services, they come first and first of the 
well there were other people in the department medical services-the most important people 
who have been working with him. \Vhy will there are doctors. 
this man not be the .\dministrator-Gcneral 
and another .\ frican becomes a deputy ? 
There ig nothing at all wrong with it. I am 
not going to p ress a division on this poin t 
because the i\Iinistcr,; h:l\·e gi,·en us an 
assurance that they are going to tell His 
Excellency what we ha,·e said. I want them to 
tell His Excellency that the House is unanimous 
on this matter, that all sides of the ·House 
agree on this matter. And knowing His 
ExcellencY as a ven· reasonable Governor
General \~• ho has the. interest of this cou ntry 
at heart, he will be verv hesitant in do in ;,. 
anything contrary to the ~,·ishes of the peop l~ 
of this country. Sir, I beg to withdraw the 
amendment. 

. ..J.mendment, by leave, n·itluirmw . 

Original Question put and agreed to. 

HEAD 50--!\Ir:siSTRY OF SOC IAL SERVfCE3 

Question proposed, That the sum of £ +0,060 
for H ead 50-,"\.-linistry of Social Services
stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr A. Rosiji (Egba East) : Mr Chairman, 
the Head that we are now considering is that 
of the :VIinistry of Social Services. The person 
for the sake of \vhom I ha~·e tabled this amend
ment to reduce item ( l) sub-head 1 by £10 is 
the Minister himself who I find is not here. 

!\ow, maybe it is the inexpe rience of the 
i\Iinister that has made him absent himself from 
the House to-day when he knows full well that 
this ·particular Head is going to be considered. 
But I am advised that, unlike what happened in 
the case of the Ministry of Communications and 
Aviation, that the Minister's Parliamentary 
Secretary is here and half a loaf is better than 
none. 

Now, I must say I have been perturbed by 
the inefficiency with which this particular 
Minister has been carrying out his duties, as far 
as the subjects under his portfolio are concerned. 
I shall refer in particular to the publication 
which we see in the papers to-day. The 
Minister of Social Services is responsible for 
education and medical services within the 
territory of Lagos and the Cameroons and we 
know that, of the social services which the 
people of this Federation require, the medical 
serYiccs range above all the others. If children 

Now, what worries me is that I still find it 
difficult to believe that an association of doctors 
wrote a letter to the Minister, asking for an 
interview. The Minister gave no reply. 

ChiefS. L. Akintoia (Oshun West): T oo 
bad! 

Mr Rosiji : They wrote a second letter ; they 
got no reply ; they wrote the first reminder; 
they got no reply ; they wrote a second reminder 
and got no reply to that either. And all they 
are asking fo r is an interview with the Minister. 
They stated in their !t:tter the subj ects on which 
they intended to interview the Minister, in order 
not to embarrass him at the inten•iew. Well, I 
think that ordinary courtesy-even if he is a bad 
Minister-ordinary courtesy requires that he 
should send an acknowledgement of the receipt 
of the letters. But even that was not forthcom
ing from the !\Iinister of Social Sen·ices. 

Now, it is easy to say that the Minister has 
been badly advised ; it is easy to say that it is the 
Permanent Secretary who has not done his duty. 
But was not it the Minister who should see that 
the Permanent Secretary did his duty ? If the 
Permanent Secretary knows that the Minister 
will stand no nonsense, he himself will do his 
duty without being told. But what we find 
here is that this particular Minister has exposed 
the Government to ridicule : the type of thing 
that was published in the paper to-day is an 
insult to Nigeria: that in a Ministry with all the 
staff that there is there, there should be no 
acknowledgement even of letters sent to that 
Ministry and, more important still, from a body 
as important as the Association of Medical 
Practitioners in the Civil Service. 

Now, Mr Chairman, if this Minister were 
here, I should have like to hear his personal 
explanation in this case. r have information 
too that these letters were all received by his 
Ministry : there was no question of the letters 
going astray. 

When we come further down in these Heads 
we shall discuss, I expect, the plight of the 
doctors in full. But the subject matters which 
are scheduled in the letters which were addressed 
to the Minister were such that any Minister, 
even if he were suffering from sleeping sickness, 
would wake up a~>d do something about. 
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This i:; a mos t reprehensible att itude of the i\Ir Chairman, I think that it would b.:: good 
:\finister and it is for this re'll'on that I am saying for me at this time to say somethi ng about 
th:lt he docs not deserve iJle salary whtch he the two Departments unde r this :\linist ry, so 
earns in this f ederation and that it should be that hon. i.\•lembers will be in a posit ion to 
reduced. know what they will say again. During the 

. ..J. mendment, to reduce It"m (!) , S ub-head l 
by £10, propo;ed. 

M. Muhammadu Bello, Sarkin Paiko 
(:\l inna) : :\l r Chairman, Sir, ,,-ith your per
mission I wish to cra,·e the indulgence of the 
:\!embers of this House to make some few 
remarks on this H ead of the Estimates (Social 
Sen·ices) now before the House . It is my 
absolute intention to congratulate the Council 
of :\linisters tor sanctioning more pro,· ision 
this yea r for this very importa nt Head of the 
Estimates. Ob,·ioush·, there is a gr.:at demand 
ior :he se n ·ices of thi~ Dcpa rtm.:;t throughout 
the country. 

:\I r Chai rnun, S ir, I want to bring a certai n 
important matter before this House and I would 
like the Go,·ernm.:nt and the House to consid.:r 
the matter seriously. In the :\'orth we ha,·e 
two kinds of :Vluslim local schools : one kind 
of school is known as i\luslim Koran School 
and the other is known as .\nsar-ud-Dee n 
School, created by i\luslim Yorubas in the 
!\orth. Both kinds of school teach the Koran 
and other holy i\Iohammadan books. 

:VIr Chairman, Sir, no grant-in-aid is gi,·e n 
to such schools while Chris tians missionary 
voluntary agency schools are encouraged by· 
granrs-i n-aid. There is no rea:>on whatsoe\·er 
why these schools should not be aiven grants 
likewise. o 

I beg to support the expenditure. 

The Chairman : That seems to me to be a 
Regional matter and we must confine ourselves 
to the Federal side. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Social Services (Mr D. C. Ugwu) 
:\·I: Chatr.man, first of all I want to reply to the 
pomts r~tsed by the hon. Rosiji . It is true, 
l\Ir Chatrman, that the Association of African 
!.\Ied~ca l O~cers wrote to the Ministry, 
wanttng to Interview the Minister. But this 
Association did . not state why they wanted 
to see _tht !.lmtster ; therefore, the Ministry 
has wntten back to the Association, telling 
them to say why they were coming, and we have 
not had . any reply. Immediately we get a 
letter saymg what they want to see the Minister 
about, we shall deal with it. 

Debate on the Speech from the Throne my 
Minister had not the opportunity to say any
thing about these two Departments. I fee l 
that it will also be to the advantage of hon. 
Members if I say a few words about these 
two Departments, so that they may kno,,· 
ho,,- they should treat them. 

i.\Ir Chairman, although our Ministry deals 
with two subjects, Health and Education, which 
are both residual under the Constitution, we 
ha\·e taken e\·ery opportunity to consult and 
co-operate with Regional Governments. I n 
these subjects it is necessary to ,,·ork together 
for neither Educatio n nor Health are confined 
by political fronti ers. Opportunities for con 
sultation and fo r working together bet\\"een the 
f ederal Departments and the Regional Depart
ments occur every day and our relationships 
ha,·e been cbse and cordial with our opposite 
i.\-lembers of the Department. 

Xigerian Education and H ealth ha\·e also 
this year been put o~ a wider canvas, for last 
May Kigeria became an Associate l\'Iember of 
the World Health Organisation. 

Mr A. Rosiji (Egba East) : The Parliamen
tary Secretary is not speaking to my Amend
ments. 

The Chairman : T o reduce the Minister's 
salary by £10 ? The Minister is responsible 
for the whole range of duties of his Department. 
The Parliamentary Secretary is defending his 
Minister against the reduction of £10. (Lauglz. 
ter). 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Social Services : As I said, Sir, 
last May Nigeria became an Associate Member 
of the World Health Organisation ; the N igerian 
delegation to the World Health Assembly at 
Geneva created a most favourable impression. 
Our participation in this great international 
meeting was not only of benefit to our delegates, 
giving them very useful experience, but also it 
succeeded in establishing Nigeria more firmly 
on the international medical scene and bringing 
her to the notice of countries which had 
hitherto been but dimly aware of the existence 
of N igeria. 

Similarly, in November N igeria became an 
Associate Member of the United Kations 



Houie of Reprei <: Iltati vei Debates 

95l [Tire l 'J57-58 Appropriation Bill] l8 :\lARCH l~ 57 [Commil/ee ] 'J52 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisa- United Kingdom organisations for the pro
tion. This ,,·ill enab le our country to partici- fessional training being undertaken at the 
pate more fully and with more authority in the College in such subjects as Enginee ring, 
future deliberations of this c:Jjganisation, and so Surveying and Accountancy. 
increase our national prest ige. In writing to The coming year will be of crucial importance 
the Secretary of State for Commonwealth in the development of the University College 
Relations, the United Kingdom High Commis- Hospital at Ibadan. The Hospital building 
sione r in India wrote of l\igcria as follows : ,,·ill be fully completed during the next few 
"I should like to add a special word of praise months and it is hoped that by the end of 
for the represcntati,·es of Associate States. April about 250 in-patients will be accommo
They all made excellent speeches in Plenary dated there. The University of London has 
Session and ,-aluable contributions to the more agreed to send inspectors in July to determine 
detailed Committee work. Their general ability whether the Hosp ital has reached a standard 
and friendliness were most marked. They which will enable it to be recognised by that 
ha,·e been fine ambassadors of their countries U niversity as a hospital at which medical 
and, for us, most timely evidence of the achieve- undergraduates can receive clinical instruction 
ments of British Colonial policy". for the London i\I.B. and B.S. degrees. If 

In the work befo re us in both spher~s . 
Education and Health, the Regional Go,·ern
ments will be fully brought into the picture, and 
as regards the United ::--Jations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisation, it is hoped 
that the :\'ational Commission, which has 
already been approved in principal by all 
Governments, will be established d01ring the 
forthcoming year to review the whole country's 
needs for external assistance in Education from 
this United 1\ations Agency. 

To turn to more domestic matters, I should 
like to say a word first about our institutes of 
higher educatio n. Early this year, at the 
request of the Visitor to the University College, 
a distinguished visitation was sent to l\igeria to 
review the progress of the University College, 
I badan, and to make recommendations regard
ing developments during the next five years. 
The programme of building for the College 
approved in 1954 is still in progress and is likely 
to be completed during the forthcoming year. 
With the rapid increase of persons qualified for 
admission to the College the most urgent need 
at present is to increase student accommodation, 
for at the present rate the student population 
should at least double during the next five 
years. 

At the Nigerian College of Arts, Science and 
Technology a similar situation exists. The 
Capital Programme at first envisaged is in sight 
of completion, but if we are to provide for 
student numbers of the order mentioned in the 
Sessional Paper on Nigerianisation considerably 
more student accommodation will have to be 
provided. The other problem confronting the 
::\igerian College concerns recognition by the 

recognition is secured, the first clinical students 
will start the ir work at the Hospital in October 
and it is hoped that the formal opening cere
mony will take place in :\'ovcmber. 

The Federal Advisory Sen·ice on Education 
has continued throughout the past year to give 
advice and assistance to Regional Govern
ments and all Governments are now participat
ing in meetings of the Joint Consultative 
Committee on Education which has met from 
time to time throughout the year. The 
Federal Office has also continued in its work 
of promoting educational publications such as 
"The Nigerian Teacher" and "The \Vest 
African Journal of Education". 

In Lagos, as Members will kno,,·, Free 
Primary Education was started last January. 
This is a great and significant ad\·;w.cc in 
educational development and Members will 
be able to read the full details of the work so 
far achieved, and also what remains to be done, 
in a report on this subject which is now being 
printed, copies of which will be circulated to 
you later. 

Directors of Medical Services from the 
Regional Governments and from other British 
\Vest African Territories have recently met 
in Lagos. In addition to attending the inter
Government meeting, all the Directors were 
also invited to participate in the recent meeting 
of the West African Council for 1\<Iedical 
Research. This Council, in addition to its 
work on viruses, is engaged on Tuberculosis 
Research in the Gold Coast, now Ghana, 
work on helminthic diseases. (Intermption). 
Anyway those who understand have understood 
it. I know that as you are not an expert in 
medical science you cannot understand me. 
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\\.el l, as I said this has been don~ in the in this cou ntry, for medical serv ices, is very 
c~rneroons, and is also one of the causes of great, and it is gratifying that an institution 
in t.a:\t mnrtJlity in a typical Yoruba ,·illage . now exists in :\igeria to mee t this need. 
.-\lthauah its financial sources are barely ;\Ir Chairman, medical facilitid are needed 
sumcie~t , the Council is carrying out valuable in every part of the cou ntry, but I do not see 
, 1·ark of immediate pr,lctical ,-,tl ue and will, how the health of farmers in the neglected 
I C!Il1 sure, recei\·c full support from i\Iembers areas can be kept up, witho ut the help of 
of this House . medical facilities. :'>Iedicaf!"' facilities, l\Ir 

The i\Iinister has already gi,·en particulars of Chairman, are most inadequate in the rural 
the ne\Y Chest Clinic ,,·hich is nearing area from ,,·hich I come, and I am particularly 
completion. in Lagos , ~,·hen sp eaki~g on the · instructed by my peop le to emphasise the need 
:'>lotion on Tuberculosis. In add1tton, many for provision of a wel l-equip ped hospital at 
imp rovements arc being. carried out to .cxist~ng Ughell i to cater for the health of the people of 
n~edical units and preltmmary work 1s bemg that area. 
done on some of the projects listed in the !\Ir Chairman, there is now one point, that 
Economic Programme. may be Regional to you, but is Federal to me. 

:'>Ir Chair m:1n, I think I ha,·e done enough :'>Ir Chairman, I ha,·e made these remarks 
to show th:l: my :'>Iinistry's programme of about a part of the Fede ration which I ftel is 
De,·elopmem is being put into etfect as rapidly neglected . This is the father of the Federat ion 
as ;)Ur limi,ed reso urces permit. Rome was in which I can bring the complaint. 
not built in a da\· but in a year we ha,·e a good The next point I want to make, :'>Ir Chair
manY school bu fldinas to ~how on the ground man, is the congestion in the General Hospital 
and the whole proara~me is gathering momen- Lagos. It is very terr ible, :'>-Ir Chairman, 
tum which will, I am confident, carry it for- it is just like Sandgrouse :'>Iarket if you get 
ward to completion by the end of the prese nt there in the morning, and whate,·er can be 
development period. done by this Ministry to provide full medical 

Mr S. J. ~lariere (Urhobo East): Thank facilities and to relie,·e the congest ion would 
you, :.VIr Chai rman, for catching my eye for the be very highly appreciated. 
first time since this Session has begun. I The next point again, I want to make, Sir, 
realise that the Chairman, being the father of is about Massey Street Dispensary and :\Iater
~he House, fi nds it difficult to please all, at one nity Hospitals. It is so appalling, iVIr Chair
and the same time. man, and we have made se,·eral complaints in 

In supporting the expenditure on this Head, this House. It appears that they are falling 
i\Ir Chairman, I wish to pay tribute to the on deaf ears. I do not think it is necessary 
acti,· ities and achie\'ements of the Minister for us to repeat what we kno.,._ the :'>Ii nistry 
oi Social Sen· ices, in particular the University will undertake as tts O\\·n pnmcJ.ry duty, anu I 
College T eaching Hospital, one of t.he pri.nci~al hope this will be the last warning, if I..can use 
institutions of higher learmng m Ntgena. that word, that we come to this House to 
Many Members of this House vis.ited this find that Massey Street Hospital, or the Mater
institution, the day before the openmg. Mr nity, is not improved. 
Chairman, anyone who went around . all Mr Chairman, the next point is the Federal 
sections of the University College Teachmg free primary education scheme which has now 
Hospital would not, on leaving it, escape the been put into operation by the Ministry. It 
feeling that it is as marvellous and wonderful is a very fine effort of the Minister, for which 
as the human body itself. I share in the the Government is to be congratulated. The 
sentiments expressed by hon. Members of scholarship branch of the Ministry of Social 
this House, that the money spent for the Services has not given any indication that it is 
building of the Teaching Hospital was money being fair to all parts of the Federation, in 
well spent. the issue of Federal scholarships. There are 

It is a matter for happiness that this institu- many sons of the Urhobo Division, with the 
tion which aims to produce annually 50 requisite educational qualifications. These 
doc{ors, trained to the full University of applicants are worthy of consideration. It is 
London standards, will soon admit students for hoped, Mr Chairman, that the energetic 
medical studies. The needs for more doctors Minister will see to this. I beg to support. 
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.-\lhaji Umaru Gumel (Ltst Ka no): r paid to ~ach student, to CO\"Ci his nccessarv 
should ltke to make a small commen t on the tec hnical books , feeding, daily trans port, an~i 
medical field. A lot of sentiment has been house rent, bes ides c1.othi ng ? \\'ell, I should 
expressed abou t this D epartme nt and its fee l ashamed to mention here ho \1· one could be 
officw ls, and Wt th your p~rmissio n Sir I expected to li \·e on £7-l ih--Od in Lagos. Ple:1se , 
should like to add a fc\Y commcn;s. The mil the ha n. :1-finistcr take immed iate ac tion 
doctors,. nurses and pharmac ists are being at his com·enience to correct these errors. 
underpatd, whtch I suspect to be the reaso n :VIr Chairman, Si r, acco rdi~ to Randell's 
of so many pharmacists resigning from the recommendation, these poor students were 
Department,_ and 111 some cases, too, the public tecommended to receive £12-l Os -Od a month. 
~lo not appr~c1a te tl; e \\·ay they arc attended to Then the tec hni cal books \\·ill cost him from 
Ill the hospttals. f hts may be true o r not , £20 to £30. i\fr iVIinister, please take imme-
but _any how, nurses should be given better diate action to correct these errors . 
constderatwn to encourage them to carrv out 
the~r duty, \\'ith due honesty and pers~vc;ance . Accord ing to the Randell Report, these poor 
! t ts the duty nO\\' for the :\ !i nis try to take students were recommended to recei\·e £ 12-1 Os 

d as from October 195 +, but up til l now nothin rr 
1mme tate steps to see that conditions and h b " as een done, and if the pharm:1c ists, and the remuneration for nurses, ns \\·e ll as the doctors, · ·1 
be 1mproved. Bestdes, they are runnina short Cl\'l sc n·ant:> ha,·e already been paid their due 
of d?~tors, which is due to unsatisfactory arrears , why not these poo r s tudent; ? Please, 
condttwns and terms of service. It is essential lVfr :\finis ter , usc your pOI\'Cr and sec that th.:se 
to make the se rvice conditions more attracti,·c students arc g i\·t:n ,,·hat is clue to them. 
to them. . i\lr Chairman, with your pe rmiss ion r \\'Ou ld 

. G nder this Department, there are se\·eral 
kmds of specialist, in ,·arious sections of the 
med~ca_l fi~ld . I t is . not enough to get a 
spt:ctahst tor a particular section without 
supplying him ,,·ith sufficient staff to'accelerate 
the running of such section. I should like to 
point ou t that much has bee n said in this 
House about the ,,·ell-known dreadful disease 
~ailed tuberculosis. A specialist with a team 
ts so employed for investigation of T.B., but 
T .B. has already been known for donkey 
years . I don't a~ree with certa in inves tigation, 
when the dtsease ts well known. What remains 
is the necessary drugs to cure it . There are so 
many cases of T.B. already found with some 
people_, either by X-Ray or by laboratory 
an~lysts, but I should suggest that a special 
umt for T.B. should be prepared, to get the 
necessary drugs to the patients and suspected 
cases. 

I have to use ~his opportunity, too, to praise 
th_e l_eprosy spec1altsts m this respect, because 
wtthm the short term of its existence, much 
successful work has been done. I should 
therefore like the hon. the Minister to see that 
somethin~ better is being arranged within a 
sh~rt penod for other sections within his port
folws , to follow suit. 

I should like, too , to refer to the School of 
Pharmacy, Yaba. Is the Minister aware that 
the allowance of £7-lOs-Od a month is bcin"' 

" 

ltke to refer to pharmacy students attached to 
the Nigerian College of Arts, Science and 
T echnology \\·ho are lodged and boarded and 
are being paid £3 a month in add ition to £1 
per week during holidays. E1·en nurses in 
training after six months trainina are receivin"' 
£ 12 per month. W hy not phar~acists? 0 

I should also like to suggest to the :1-finister 
that the :1-fedica! Department should all be 
federated because pharmacists in other Re"'ions 
are. complaining of being underpa id in ~om 
panson t? t_hos~ under th_e Federal Department, 
because 1t ts o~ no use tor t\\·o ~ple, having 
the same qualtficattons to work in the same 
room for different rates of pay. I should like 
the Chief Minister (Laughter) to see that 
immediate action is taken to correct all these 
errors. \Vith these few remarks, I beg to 
support. 

~r L. J. ~osunmu (Lagos East): Mr 
Chatrman, I nse to support this amendment 
for a cut in the Minister's salary by £10 and I 
shall do so for one or two reasons-the way he 
has handled the introduct ion of the free 
primary education scheme in Lagos is one. 

In Lagos it is well known that pupils are not 
admitted to ~chools until they are six years of 
age. But wtth the introduction of this new 
free primary school education the Minister 
insists that any boy or girl \\·ho is more than 
five years is not eligible for this scheme. 
So that rules out more than ten thousand of 
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ou r children . If you are one month older than 
fi,·e years, you are not eligible under this 
scheme.4 if you are one month below .five 
,-e:J rs, ~ou are not eligib le. But the position 
before the introduction of the scheme is th:Jt 
pupils are not admitted until they are six, 
so that with the introduction of this scheme 
the wise thing for the Minister to ha\·e done was 
to fix the limit at six years, but, by not doing 
so he has left out unconsciously a lot of pupils 
who should have been enjoying the scheme. 
So the position in Lagos to-day is there are 
more pupils out3ide who arc not enjoying this 
scheme than those who arc doing so. 

W e made representations to the i\Iinistcr 
that this has go t to be looked into, because 
the whole scheme is uselt:ss unless our pupils 
are admitted to the scr.ools, and benefit from 
thi$ free primary education scheme. I may 
be to ld that one of the reaso ns for this is 
finance. But it is the shorts ightedness of the 
i\ Iinister if it is Finance. 

A lot of monev that would ha,·e been avail
able for making' pro,· isions for all these __ our 
pupils are used -in building huge and mighty 
buildings. You want to see the type of build
ings they are putting up, buildings that \l·ould 
compare with King's College. That is not 
necessary for primary school children. Go 
around and see the type of buildings that the 
:\!inister is putting up. A lot of that money 
would have been a\·ailable for making provision 
for these pupils to have free primary education, 
but it is squandered on buildings. 

It is a mistake, and I am asking the Minister 
to ensure that he rectifies it in good time 
because a lot of our pupils who are five years 
and one month are wandering about without 
provision being made for them. Nearly all 
the schools in Lagos territory, I would say even 
95 per cent of the schools, are registered under 
the scheme. So you have only about five per 
cent of the schools to cater for these other 
children who are not admitted into the schools 
under the Scheme. And that leaves room for 
these schools to be charging exhorbitant fees. 

I know an instance whereby a primary 
schoolgirl was asked to pay £2 a quarter 
because she is not eligible under this free 
primary education scheme and she is thrust 
by the Government into these other schools, 
and they take advantage of that and they arc 
charging hea\')' fees because they are not 
receiv ing grants from the Government. 

It is the inefficient m::~nne r, the bad planning. 
the wrong fixing of this fi ve years age limit 
that has caused all the mess, and representa
tions were made to the :\·l in iste r asking him 
to do something about it ; i t is nm\· more 
than twelve months and nothing has bee n 
done. l\'Iost of these young children \l·ho do 
not ha\·e the opportunity to go to free school; 
are attending othe r schools at great expense to 
their parents, with the result th ::~t this primary 
education scheme in Lagos almost borders on a 
curse rather than something beneficial. So I 
ask the Minister to look seriously in to the 
position. 

:\ow, one other gro und on \\·h id1 [ am 
supporting this cut in the i\finister':; sal ary is 
the manner in whic~ he is rcadi h- acquiritw 
properties for his free primary education i ~ 
Lagos. I do not say it is not nt:cessary fo r him 
to acquire properties, but he should lea\·e the 
matter of negot iations between ,-oluntary agen
cies and house 0\\"llCrS tO themse!n:s . f knO\\' 
he is entitled under the law to inten·ene at a 
certain stage, where the owners of the b ui ldi ngs 
and the voluntary age:lCies cannot reach ag ree
ment, but the rt:adincss with \\·hich the :\finistcr 
is doing it is too much. He should leave room 
for these people to negotiate, and assist them 
to reach agreement. I t is \\·hen they cannot 
reach agreement that he should come in, 
but I have to repeat that the :\finister is 
too ready to use his powers uncer the law to 
acquire properties compulsorily. After all. 
the main purpose of this free p rimary educa
tion scheme is not to deprive us of our hold
ings, our properties. So I am asking the 
Minister to be more tardy in usi'C,g his powers 
of compulsory acquisition in the way he is 
doing. ... 

And one other thing. Instead of the Minister 
just spreading buildings around Lagos, low 
houses, it would ha,·e been wiser of him to 
build one or two storeys for these primary 
schools. Just go to some areas, you ''ill find 
buildings just spread on the ground. We are 
all complaining of shortage of land, and if you 
all agree that there is a shortage of land in 
Lagos, the proper thing to do would be to make 
the maximum use of what we have and that is to 
erect small storey buildings rather than one 
small building. I am asking the Minister to 
look into these things becaust: if the position 
continues as it is the so-called free primary 
education wi ll not be of benefit to the majority 
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of our people. Unless he looks into it, I would facil ities. I wouldn't blame the l\Iinistcr for 
insist tha t his salary should be reduced by £10. not having accepted the ir.dtation hut, at the 

Mr );. 0. S. Benson (Lagos West): :VIr 
Chairm~1n, [ think the Minister will be congratu
la ted for the introduction of the free primary 
education scheme for Lagos. Before the 
introduction of the free primary school educa
tion, bon in Lagos were going to school. [f 
the a<>e iimit is now lise years, what we should 
do in "this House is to appeal to the Minister :o 
gi\·e consideration to boys between fi ve and SIX 
years during this first penod and not to co~e to 
this House and begin to condemn the Mm1ster. 
:\nd we must tell him because this scheme 
of free primary education in Lagos is eight 
vears, and not six years as in the \\'estern 
Region. 

Further, Sir, the question of buildi.ngs. 
\\"ell [ do not think that my learned Fnend 
would expect the !\'[inister to build skyscrapers 
for bovs of five years going to school in Lagos. 
These. buildings are first-class buildings.; they 
are not like the ramshackles you have m the 
Western Regio~. So I think the :\lir.ister 
should be congratulated and, as this is a matter 
concerning Lagos, and we ha\·e spoken on It, 
I therefore move. 

Mallam Hashime Adaji (North !gala): 
:\[r Chairman, Sir, I congratulate the Minister 
and the :VIinistry for the way they have earned 
out the Social Sen·ices in Nigeria. (Hear, hear) 
I have not seen anything to criticise save wh1~h 
I have so far noticed in what appeared to me m 
the speech of Mr Rosiji wh~r~ he said a le:ter 
was written by an .-\ssoctatiOn of Med1cal 
Practioners in Lagos to the Minister concerned, 
askino- for an interview. If it is true that such a 
lettet was written and if it is true, as the 
Parliamentary Secretary admitted having receive 
that letter, I think the Minister has done a 
mortal injustice to the people of Lagos, espe
cially at this particular time of smallpox 
epidemic. Nob?dy c~mld say whether :he 
Association was JUSt gomg to ?uggest son;ethu:g 
official in the way of stoppmg the ep1dem1c. 
(Interruption). The Parliamentary Secretary 
explained that there was reas~n to ?t~te what 
they wanted to discuss but I th.mk th1s 1s a very 
wrong point, Sir. (lnterruptwn). Allow me 
to say \vhat I have to say. 

I do not think there is something we are 
fighting in Nigeria, which we .have to direct ?ur 
at tention to first of all, besides the :VIed1cal 

same time, he must, at present when there IS an 
epi demic in the country, accept ad\·Ice offe red 
by a :\It:dical Practioner. He. should llnmedia
tel y ha\·e ans\1·ered that particula r co rrcs~o n 
de;lce and gi\·en him the opportunity ot an 
interview. He should ha\·e heard It announced 
o\·er the radio about the smallpox, and so many 
deaths as a result. I do not think the way 111 
which he accepted the smallpox \\·as good. I 
oppose, anyway, the reduction. I co ngratula
ted the i\'Iinister. (Cheers). 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Social Services (:VIr D .. C. 
Ugwu) : :\[r Chairman , many of the points 
raised ha \·e been adequately replied to by_ :\Ir 
Benson bu t I wan t to answer a few pomts. 
One of the points I want to touch on is the 
last point raised by my Friend on the right 
there, this question of an Association of Doctors. 
As I said, we ha\·e written back to them telling 
them the accepted procedure but this was done 
out of courtesy. I want to explain to the hon. 
:\[embers that· e\·en the Chief :\Iedical Ad\·iser, 
to \vhom \\·e referred the letter, does not know 
annhing about it. The letter was signed by a 
:VI~ E. C. Thompson, who used to be an Editor 
and who is very well known 111 this country ; 
there is no Doctor who claims the letter, so that 
all I have to advise the doctors through the hon. 
Members is that if there is an Association of 
African Medical Officers, they should make 
themselves known, either to the Minister or 
to the Chief :\[edical Ad\·iser. (Interrup tion). 

The Chairman : If the Parliamentary 
Secretary does not give way, nobody is entitled 
to interrupt. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Social Services : Mr Chairman, 
I do not want to give way simply because ~f ~he 
interruptions. The point that I am explam:ng 
to the hon. Members is that the letter to wh1ch 
they refer comes from somebod~ w~10 is not a 
Doctor, who is not a Trade U momst, so that 
we do not know anything about it. 

The other point I want to refer to is the 
question of age limit raised by_ the hon: Mr 
Dosunmu. In the new draft B1ll that Will be 
presented to this House, an Amendment is to be 
made to the present law to make it possible for 
such children to be admitted. At present, I 
want to assure the hon. Members that those who 
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are just below the age of six are being admi tted. 
There i;; pro\·ision made for them to be 
admitted . 

I thi nk that there is no need to was te time on 
this questio n of land acquisition but I just 11·ant 
to remind the hon. Members of what I said last 
vear about the question of compulsory acquisi
tion of land . If we must have social amenities 
in this cou ntry, 11·e must h~\·e to sacrifice certain 
persona l interests. If you want free education 
fo r the people of Lagos, you must be sure that 
school buildings are put up for the children, 
these school buildings will not be put up in the 
sky. T hey must be put up somewhere, if the 
people of Lagos \\·ill not be prepared to gi\·e the 
land after all the negotiations han~ failed, then 
it becomes the duty of the Governmen t to 
acqui re Lind compulsorily. 

I want also to say that if hon. :\!embers ha\·e 
studied the Economic Prog ramme and the 
ques tion of the Massey Street Hospital and the 
hospital here, they would ha\·e seen that the 
congestio n there is the concern of the i\Iinister. 
The i\I inis try is thinking of it very seriously and 
if you will look at the Economic Programme, you 
will see tha t this :\[assey Street Hospital will 
soon be replaced by a new one. 

Question, That the question be now put, put 
and agreed to. 

Question, That sub-head 1 be reduced by £10, 
put and negatived. 

Question, That the sum of £ +0,060 f or Head 
50-lV/inistry of S ocial S en·ices-stand part 
of the Schedule put and agreed to. 

HE.\.D 51-EDL'C.\TIO:\' 
Question proposed, That the sum of £698,160 

for H ead 51-Education-stand part of the 
Schedule. 

Mr A. Rosiji (Egba East) : l\Ir Chairman, 
Sir, I move to reduce sub-head 1 by £10. 
What I would like to direct the attention of 
this honourable House to is the fact that the 
Federal Establishments, Headquarters Estab
lishments, here is "top heavy". The Educa
tion Department here is responsible only for 
the Federal Territory of Lagos and I do not see 
how they need all these people who are here ; 
in fact I think they have the same staff as the 
Regional Education Department. 

Here we have the Chief Federal Adviser on 
Education, then there is an Adviser on Tech
nical Education, there is an Ad1·iser on T eacher 

Training, there is a Deputy Chief Federal 
.-\d \·isc r on Education, there arc two Assistant 
.-\d\·isers on Teacher Training, one Educao;ion 
Officer, two Higher Executive Officers, ·~wo 
Exec uti\·e Officers and so on and so forth. 
\\'hat arc they all ad\·ising on ? 

--Some hon. Members :Education. 

Mr Rosiji : It' we go further we shall see 
that King's College by itself, if that one needs 
any further supen ·ision the place should be 
closed down. There are so many highly 
placed people in that school-about twenty 
graduates in that school. Are they also being 
ad\·ised by all these .-\dvisers ? .-\nd \Vho is 
ad\·ising the Ad\·isers and who is ad \·isi ng the 
.-\d\·isers to the Ad\·ise rs ? I think this is 
realh- too much. For a small place like this to 
ha\·e· all these people is a waste of money and 
I am suggesting that the position of the 
.-\d\·isers on Teacher Training should be cut 
out so that you have the two people who are 
supposed to be Assistants doing the advising. 
The place is extremely top heavy. It is a 
\\·aste of money. The :\Iinister should look 
into it and make some sa\·ings in that particular 
item. 

Mr J. A. 0. Akande (Egba )."orth) : :\Ir 
Chairman, Sir, now that the Government pays 
hundred per cent salary bill for voluntary 
agency schools, I think that clerks attached to 
the voluntary agency schools in the Federal 
territory should be gi\·en consideration. In 
the past, ,J._hese people are not considered fo r 
any promotion-no gratuity, no pension. I do 
hope that Government will do something to 
help these people who happen to be in voluntary 
agency schools in order that they may not feel 
that they just exist for nothing. Without 
these secondary schools clerks, the administr<f. 
tion of secondary schools will be at a standstill. 
I therefore remind this Government again that 
now that they pay one hundred per cent salary 
bill, they should, when they consider teachers, 
consider clerks in voluntary schools in the 
Federal territory. 

Mr Chairman, I support. 

Mr M. A. 0. Olarewaju (Ilorin South) : 
Mr Chairman, I rise to support this Head of 
allocation on education. The little light I 
would like to throw to this House is that adult 
education should be introduced in the Federal 
territory of Lagos and the Southern Cameroons 
as in the Regio ns. 
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Secondly, Sir, the ~ederal G o' ·.e rnment 
should lay more emphas1s on education than 
it does at p resent. M ore money should . be 
1·otetl for pr imary and secondary education. 
;\[o re technical schools a re badly ne.e~ed 
whi le I expect more institutes for the t ram ~ng 
of mo re :.l" ige rians fo r use ful work. 1 .he 
Federal G overnment should :1l so pro1:1de 
school:; for the blind 11·ithin t he: Federation. 

Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr E. Damulak (Lo11·land) : :\Ir Chairn:an, 
Sir; I ha vc to ment ion brieRy Yc ry few th~ngs 
on educa t ion . :\lr Chairman , h uman bemgs 
arc endowed ,,·ith infinitely 1·a rying qualities 
and d ispositions and each one is ddferent 
from r h~ other. \\"c canno t make them a!l 
the same . I t would be a pret ty dull world 1f 
we did . I t is in our power, howe1·er,. to g11·e 
cqu:1l ooportuni ti es fo r alt. T he fac1lit1es fo r 
ad1·anced edu cat ion must be gi1·en out and 
multiplied. 

i\Ir Chairman, Sir, no one who can take 
ad1·antaae of education should be denied th is 
chance. 

0 
Thi$ Department is putting lon.g 

~trides in progress, but I. mus.t revr. a~. to ~hiS 
House that our young mtel\tgent ~~g.enans 
who recei1·e thei r education from m1ss1onary 
colleges are not n::ry muc~ recogn.ised by t lus 
Department for scholarsh1ps as IS don: for 
those students from Government trammg 
coll eges . And why this stands so, I cannot 
tell. This I assume proves that the Govern
ment of to-dav is not inte rested in and grateful 
ior the: 1m rk. of the missionaries which has 
contributed much to the civilisation of th1s 
countrv and for which this country should be 
grateful and ~roud.. After all, these studen:s 
are all Nigenans like ourselves. And 1;1o~t 
of our Members to-day in this House rece11·ed 
their education from the missionaries, and 
why should we not st~nd and see that these 
young Nigerians .are gtven an equal share of 
treatment from th1s Government. 

Another point I shoul~ like to ?r~g before 
this House on education ts the tramtng of _our 
young Nigerians in Britain and the Un~ted 
States. I want this Government to constder 
gi1·ing scholarship to boys and girls who haYe 
completed their Class 7 and who prove to be 
verv intelligent. These people should. be se~t 
to America and Britain to continue w1th the1r 
educat ion . It \\·ill gi•:e these people a 15ood 
opportunity of absorbing rightly ~he e~nr~n
ment of those places. I am speakmg thts \\ 1th 

experience. The N o.rthcrn. Nige:ian Go~·ern
ment has already tncd th1s wh1ch pro1 es a 
g reat success m{d the Federal G overnment .. · 
should take such good example as that of the •• 
Northern Regional G overnment . 

i\Ir Spea~r , Sir, I support. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Social Services (Mr D . C. 
Ugwu) : i\lr Chairman, Sir, I want , to spea~ 
on the amendment proposed . b~ l\I~ Ros1p 
and I want to correct the 1mpress10n h1s 
speech may have made. It is not tru~ to say 
that the Federal Ad1·ise r on EducatiOn and 
his s taff do work just in Lagos here. Wl: en l 
was speaking, 1 referred to the F ederal Adnsory 
Service on Education . I also referred to the 
Joint Consultative Committee on Education . 
This shows that the duty of ~e Department 
is to adv ise all the Regional Governments on 
Education, and I can assure hon. ?1-km bers 
that this Joint Consultative Committee. · · · 
(Interruption). 

Mr Ayo Rosiji (Egba East) : They co n$ult 
together; they don't ad~o·ise. 

The Chairman : Order, order. The 

Parliamentary Secreta ry. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Social Se~ices : I do t;~t ki10'.'; 
what meaning Mr Rosljl attaches to ad1 ICC. . 

and "consultation" but I want to say that 1t 
they gain nothing from con.sultation, th~:e 
,1·mtl d be noet'!eed fo r the Jmnt Co nsultatl l e 
Committee to be formed. If the Reg10nal 
Governments do not get anything from the 
Federal Education Department, there ~v~uld 
be no need for the Committee to be. Slttmg. 
I want to tell hot!. 1\lembers that thts Con:· 
mittee sits in each of the Regions we have tn 

the country and there is a great demand for 
that Department by each Regional Governme~t 
So it is a very useful Department and there IS 

no need for the motion being proposed by the 
hon. Member. 

Chief T. T. Solaru (Ijebu East) : !\lr 
Chairman I don't think that anyone would 
argue tha~ since the Regio?alisati~n of educa
tion services and other soc1al sernc:s ~h~t ~he 
Federal headquarters, far . from du:mmshmg 
in staff and its scope of servtce, have mcreased 
them. If the purpose of this amendment IS 

to point out that Federal he~dquarte rs. have 
increased both in staff and m expenditure, 
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perhaps the extent to which the Parliamentary 
Sc::cretary was trying to explain away would 
not have been necessary because it is obvious. 
I suppose if you sub-d ivide some work. well a 
part is not greater than the whole. It is rather 
surprising how the Federal headquarters 
like a snowball keeps growing and growing. 
There may be need for it, bu t at least m! ought 
to know very well why these things happen. 
I remember sometime ago when we ,,·ere 
talking about this Head, Educatio n, that 11·e all 
agreed that the Federal Advisers were all good 
people, there is no doubt abou t that, they 
are people who hm·e bee n t ried, who ha1·e 
sen ·ed in the Regions, they kno11· the different 
a reas, and we say tha t they should therefore 
be gi1·en adequate 11·ork for them to carry 
on 11·ith. They should not be allowed just to 
sit dom1 in an o ffice, waiting for someone to 
come and ask their advice. \ \"e are happy to 
know from the Parliamenta ry Secretary that a 
good field he1s bee n fou nd fo r their service, and 
that they are doing consultati1·e 11·o rk all th rough 
the Regions. We have met some of them and 
they are good me n,... and whate1-er is said here 
is no reflection on them ,,.he!tsoe1·cr. 

The person 11·ho is coming to be the new 
Chief F ederal Adviser is a well tr ied membe r of 
the service, a man who is a gentleman in e1·ery 
way, his manners are polished, and therefo re 
he should not be left to vegetate in an office, I 
say, let him go out into the field, after all 
talent left unused will grow rusty. \Ve haYe 
been talking about the Federal Ad1·ise rs in 
T eacher Traini ng. Well , as long as their 
capabilities are not limited, I do not think 
we shall have any quarrel with this Head. 
hope that the scope of usefulness in this 
Department is growing, and the !\linistry 
will find enough work for them to do. 

Sir, one has to reply to some of the things 
said by the Parliamentary Secretary in regard 
to buildings, and to some people who have 
sniggered about ram-shackle buildings. The 
point is this, would you not rather spread 
social amenities to cover a wider field of people, 
than to build magnificent palaces for a very 
few ? If you have exhausted all your means 
on a building, well I am sure it will be first
class, and nobody is quarrelling with quality, 
but quantity. The contractors may quarre l 
with the quality, for after all they are the 
people into whose pockets the money is going, 
and fo r the most part they are non-Nigerians. 

I am not a con tracto r, but one cannot help 
hearing that money is going into th e:: pockets 
of the aliens. 

Suppose you take all the Regions, t he .\" orth, 
the South, the \\"es t, and the Cameroons ,lnd 
you put up these magnificent b uildings for 
primary schools, the q uest io n is 11·il\ our 
economy be able to afford it. Personally, 
I don't think we can afforr.\ such luxu ry bu ild
ings in our programmes at the 1i10mcnt. 
Xobody is asking you to copy other build ings, 
but ,,·hate,·cr you put up , you must see that 
you cut your coat according to your d ot h. 

Sir, in commenting on this Head , 1 would 
like to point out that education is not a thing 
to be co nt ro~"t: rsial about. \\"e a rc alt agreed 
that in order to ha1·c educat ion, the highest 
and best in the country , the re must be adCCj Uatc 
consultation between the di ffe re:: nt Regions 
and the f ederal hcadquartas. \\"e also hope 
that any benefit will be mutually shared , and 
not one-s ided. It is a matte r of co-ord inat ing 
cio rt and not allowing each Regio n to puC! 
its own 11·ay in mat ters of higher t raining an,[ 
teacher tra ining. T eacher training i$ the ke1· 
to the ad ~o·ance of education in this countn:. 
so that any contribution that t lu:se Feder;! 
.\ d,·isers can make to T eacher T raining 
throughout ~igeria is very welcome. 

A mendment p11t and negath:ed. 

Sitting suspended. 

Sitting resumed. 

Sub-liead 21. 

Mr Jaja A. Wachuku (Aba) : Mr Chair
man, I do-not move. 

Mr L. J . Dosunmu (Lagos East): Sir, I 
rise to mo\·e to reduce sub-head 21 by £10. 
I just like to ask the Minister in charge of the 
Education Department what he is doing about 
the pensions of the retired teachers. About 
seven months ago we approved increased 
pensions for ex-civil servants. These teachers 
have asked for their own increased pav and I 
understand that the Education Department 
does not know anything about it. There 
seems to be some argument between the 
Financial Secretary 's Office and the MiniJ.trv 
of Social Services as to whether they ar~ 
entitled to any. The ex-teachers have been 
complaining that the pensions paid to them 
are ve ry small and they are asking for an in
cre:~se and I w:~nt to take this opportunity 
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to ask the Education Department what it is 
doing about the increase uf pensiuns for retired 
teachers. 

Amendment proposed. 

Mr J. S. Tarka (Jemgbar): Mr Chairman, 
I would like to support this amendment. 
\\"ith this I want to give advice to the Minister. 
The trouble with that Minister is that unlike 
the Minister of Works he is an arm-chair 
philosopher. I would like to seize this oppo r
tunity to congratulate Mr A. Slullmgford. on 
his promotion to the post of Federal .-\dy1ser 
on Education. My colleagues will agree wi th 
me, e\·en our Minister of Communications 
wi ll agree with me that this man desen·e; 
that post. 

t ha\·e little cause to quarrel with the depart
ment particularly on two issues. There is the 
Principal Group 7 Trade Centre, Yaba, and 
Adviser on Technical Education. I am \·ery 
sorry to say that in my view these posts should 
not be separated. They should be gt\·en to 

one man because they carry out nearly the 
same type of job. I see no reason why £2,0+0 
and £2,+00 should be divided . A portion 
of this money should be given to one man 
and he will do both jobs. I must ad\·ice that 
the go\·ernment which contains the ::\ .P.C 
should also be .... . . (Interruption). I would 
like to encourage this Minister to see to it 
that the number of graduates in the King'; 
College is reduced because the output is very, 
very poor. 

women who actually breo.:d the generation of 
tomorrow will ha\·c the fullest knO\\·ktlgc of 
up- to-date \\'estern ci\·ilisation. 

\\'ith thi:; I support the am.:ntlmcnt. 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry 

of Social Services (:\Ir D. C. Cgwu): Mr 
Chairman, I want to speak to the :\lotion put 
up by Mr Rosiji. I think that other pomts 
being raised are extraneous. ~he 51mple answer 
to the question of pen:;ion:; for teachers IS that 
the matter is rccei\·ing the attention of our 
Ministry and the office of the Financial 
Secretary. The result will be made known 
whenever a decision is reached. 

The i\tiinister of R esearch and Information 
(Chief Kola Balogun) rose in his place and 
claimed to move That the question be noz:: put. 

Question, That the question be IZOW put, put 
and agreed to. 

Amendment put and negatived. 

Mr F. E. Offor (Okigwi) : Sir, I do not 
move. (Hear, hear). 

Question again proposed. 
Chief S. L. Akintola (Oshun West) : Mr 

Chairman, I appeal to the ;\Iinister in absentia 
to give some consideration to a few points I 
want to raise under this Head. 

I start by congratulating the :\Iinistry for 
making it possible for hon. :\Iembers here to 
see something of the work being done at 
Ibadan. Now, what the Minister did in that 
respect was something new ; something nove_!, 
and I think other Ministries should follow h1s 

Mr A. Adeyinka (Ibadan Central) : Point noble example in that regard. :.Vlembers ~ot 
of order. I am afraid whether the hon. an invitation before we came to Lagos, askmg 
Member is speaking to the amendment them to go"' and see what was being done at 
because the amendment says "to move to the University College Hospital, Ibadan. A 
reduce sub-head 21 by £10." large number of Members went there and saw 

The Chairman : If the hon. Member is for themselves what has been done. I think 
talking about King's College, that has been that is a move in the right direction. It did not 
dealt with and is not relevant to this Head. prevent Mem~ers fro_m criticising this Mi~~s~ry 

Mr J. s. Tarka : Actually I see no reason but it made 1t posstble for them to cnttctse 
why as I said before this post should be with full knowledge of what they were criticis
separated. They should be put together. I ing. 
would like again to mention my disappoint- I would, however, appeal to the Ministry in 
ment in this Head. It appears that there has one particular respect. The University 
not been a lot of female education officers. College, Ibadan, is an Institution of which we 
It appears this department does not encourage are all proud but it has established a pr:ced~nt 
women education officers. I want them to which I would appeal to the Umvers1ty 
encourage female education in the Federation. College Hospital not to follow. It has now 
I want this Ministry to try to produce more become a habit-in fact, a policy-for every 
women education centres in the Federal Member of the staff of this type of university 
territory including the Cameroons so that our college to fly to the United Kingdom every 
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year. \\'ell, I am not saying that it is not f-iow, the next point I want to make is 
necessary for them to be in touch with e\'ents about the i\'Iinistcr himself. We all like him 
b;tt we are paying too much for th;lt already. \·cry much. .. 
1 hey tra\·el c\·cry y·car, \\·ith their \\'i\·es and Th M 

ld b e inister of Transport : Point of chi rcn, y air and i\Iember; would be S 
k d order, ir. \Ve ha \·e passed the Head under shoe ·e to know the bill that \\·c;.~ \·e to pay the i\·[inistry. 

e\·ery year on that account: e\·er\'Onc travels 
first-class . • The Chairman : \\'c arc on the main Head 

51 \\·hich includes the :\Iinister. I know it is 
duplicating the Debate but I do not see ho\\· 
we can very well a\·o id it. 

! :do not want to grudge them whate\·er 
pnnlege we can provide for them but can \\·e 
afford _this annual lea\·e being spent in U.K. 
Exl?atnate officers may do it perhaps-it is 
the1r home-but I cannot understand an 
Ogbomosho lecturer going to spend his 
hohday somewhere in Atanamari\·o ! I am 
not suggesting that thev should be taken out 
of the normal flo\\' of ed-ucational thoughts and 
de\·elopment but . cannot that be done by 
arrangmg for a v1s1t abroad sav once in three 
years or once in four years', in·s~ead of people 
~ra\·ellmg e\·ery year. And they do say that it 
~s be~ause they want to get touch with what 
JS gomg on. Well, after all vou cannot be a 
professor or a lecturer ur;less vou ha\·e a 
reasonable degree of retenti\·e memory. 

The Minister of Transport (Hon. 
Abub?kar !afawa Balewa) : I im·ite your 
attention, S1 r, to 25 (2) because th is matter is 
properly raised under Head 83 . 

ChiefS. L. Akintola : I thank the Minister 
very much and I .... (Intermption). 

The Chairman : Could the :.VIinister 
kindly tell me what Head it ought toW!e raised 
on? 

:r~e l'v~inister of Transport : Head 83, Sir 
-Lt ts stnctly on subventions. 

T~e Chairman : I shall certainly take the 
1\llmtster of Transport's advice that it could 
be proper!y r~ised_ on Head 83 and hope that 
Chtef Akmtola WLl! take the opportunitv of 
that Head. • 

Chief Akintola : But the point I had to 
make when I started-perhaps the Minister 
was not listening-! said that a bad example 
has already bc;:en started and the University 
College Hospttal should not fall into the 
same pit. \Ve are now collecting doctors 
from all over the world ; do not let this annual 
travel abroad be part of their service. That is 
the particular point. Whether I raise it now 
or \~'hether I ~aise it in future, I hope the 
Mmrster and h1s Colleagues will bear this in 
mind. 

Chief Akintola : The point I am maki1w 
Sir, under this particular Head is this : whe;~ 
e\·er the i.\Iinistry of Transport points some
thing out, the personality of the l\Iinister 
himself is sufficient, and \\·ho \\·ill dare oppose 
the i.\Iinister of Land, i\Iines and PO\\·er ; 
But I am afraid that the :\Iinistcr ·of Social 
Services will need to acquire a little of the 
:\Iinister of Transport's mascul in it\· in order 
to gain popularity. .-\nd I gi\·e you ar; example : 
we ha\·e had presented to us here a White Paper 
on the med1cal de\·elopment scheme for Lagos · 
all the preparation had been completed ; all th ~ 
Permanent Secretan·'s secre•<OLries ha\·e com
pleted their O\\·n portion of the job. ::\ow, the 
whole hospital is three-quarters completed : 
what happens ? The work is suspended. On 
what pretext ? \\"e are told that they cannot 
get all the money: they can get onlv 2.8 or 
2. 9 per cent. · 

The Minister of Research and Infor
mation (Chief Kolawole Balogun) : We are 
coming to Head 52, which is Medical Services 
and I think this matter could be raised unde; 
that Head. 

The Chairman : I certainly think it would 
be better to take it either on Head 52-Medical 
-or under subventions again. 

Chief :\kint_ola : \Veil, I take the warning of 
the Mmrster 111 good part. But here I am 
raising the 1\llinister's own particular fitness 
for his post ; whether he is in a position to 
discharge his duties satisfactorily. But, at the 
moment, once again I yield. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Social Services (:VIr D. C. 
Ugwu) : Mr Chairman, Sir, I am protesting 
against this thing being said by the Leader 
of the Opposition. This is an insult to the 
Minister himself and we would like the Leader 
of the Opposition to confine his remarks to 
what is being discussed . It is surprising that 
t~e Pr~d P1per,_ !tke _the Leader of the Opposi
tiOn mth a whtspenng voice and little stature 
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will talk of the !\Iinister's pcr~onality with 
disdaim ! 

The Chairman : I am not quite sure \\·hether 
Chid :\kintola has finished his speech 1 

Chief Akintola : ~o. I have not fini shed. 

\\'hen I re fe r to the Minister I do nc.,·efer 
to him in disparaging tones. I said he did 
not han: the g ift of masculinity, like the 
:VIinis ter d Communications, for example, 
and I was described as the Pied Piper. I agree. 
But I am going to pipe to the young Parliamen 
tary Secretary until I open the stones of the 
rock of Abeokuta and lock him th.:re fore\·cr. 

\\"ell I am appealing to the other :\Iini::ters 
not to treat any particular i\Iinistry \Vith 
Jis favour merely because the i\Iiniste r is no t 
of an attractive disposition. I think the 
'.[i nist ry o f Social Sc n·ice has not been 
treated fairlv. Other :\[inisters , I refer parti
cularly to the i\Iinista of Communications, 
\\·ho will clare deny him what he wants ? 
Let the Financial Secreta ry try , and I am sure 
that he will hring the h<:a\·ens down on him. 

.:\ow why is the :.\Iini~ter fo r Social Sen· ices 
not given the same treatment ? 

I therefore appeal to you in the name of 
everything that is fair to treat him with the 
dign ity that his office deserves. 

Mr T. 0 . S. Benson rose in his place and 
claimed to move That the Question be no-z•· put. 

Question, That the Question be now put, put 
and agreed to. 

Original Question put and agreed to. .,. 
£698,160for H ead 51-Education-agreed to. 

HEAD 52-MEDICAL 
Question proposed That the sum of £1,235,6i0 

for Head 52-illledical-stand part of the 
Schedule. 

Mr A. Adeyinka (Ibadan Central): Sir, 
I rise to move to reduce sub-head 1 by £100. 
In moving this Amendment, Sir, I would not 
like to bdabour this House. This Department, 
Sir, is the most troublesome Department 
in the sense that the staff and members of the 
Department are living under very oppressive 
measures. Their conditions of service are 
deplorable and I would like to say that the 
whole staff of the Department are not happy 
at all, especially the Doctors. 

Sir, we have been clamouring for good 
health facilities and other medical facilities. 
\Ye cannot have these things if we do not 

encourao-c Doctors. I am happy, howc\·e r, 
that the 

0

Hcad of this Department is an African. 
If the H ead of the D epartme nt had been an 
expatriate I should han: k~9wn what to say. 
An .-\frican is heading this D epartment, Sir, 
and whereve r we have an African as Head of 
a Department we expect him to make room for 
other Africans under him to have better 
prospects. 

To the bes t of my knO\\·ledge, Sir, I would 
sav that the Doctors and others who are 
\\'; rking in this D epartment are not at all 
contented. I will cite one important example. 
In a short time the present Ch ief Medical 
:\d\·iser will go on retirement. I would like 
to know who will relieve him. Has he created 
anv Yacancy for those D octors und.:r him now 
to "come up to the scale from which they can 
relie\·e him 1 .:\o, Si r, and this is o f \·ery 
important significance. 

\\"hen \\'C, i.\Iembers, or Reprcsentati\·es of 
the people, come to the Roor of the H ouse and 
cry for Nigerianisation we wish the Africans 
who are li fted as a result of our labours to try 
and lift those people under them. We do not 
want anyone to give the impression •that he is 
the A/fa and the Omega on any question at all. 
I am suo-o-esting, Sir, that the present holder of 
the pos~~f Chief Medical Ad\·iser is trying to 
create the impression that there is no suitable 
African to relieve him. 

I understand, Sir, that someone from the 
Western Region is being shifted to the Federal 
Medical Service to rdieve him. Is there no 
African D octo r in the Federal i\Iedical Service 
suitable to relieve him as Chief Medical 
Adviser ? Africans must realise that the 
object of their going up is to help other Africans 
like themselves ; we do not want them to 
suppress their subordinates. If they want to 
suppress them what happened to the Administ
rator-General this morning will happen to 
them. 

This is a verv serious matter, Sir, as we well 
know that the :1\frican Medical Officers in the 
Medical Department are not happy at all. 
There is no avenue of promotion being created 
for them. I understand that there are very 
many Doctors in that Department who have 
applied for study !.:ave and were denied, and 
in addition promotion prospects are denied 
them. W e all know that when expatriates are 
promoted to high posts they try to create 
room for their own fellow expatriate or.icers. 
Why cannot Africans follow suit ? 
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The Chief lHedical Addser is go ing away. I will associ Jtc m\·;c lf with what the la;t 
If we cannot find a suitable African in the speaker has said. i t is true that \\·e, as re-
Federation then we can bypass the Fedc r:J.tion prcsen tati\·cs o f the people \\·lt cn \\·e speak in 
and go to the Regions. But as we have thts H ouse, speak the minds of the people. 
qualified people in the Federal Medical .-\nd we \\·oulc! like our Africans who arc on the 
Sen·ice, why not promote them 1 upper rung of G o\·e rnment D epartments to take 

Last year the salary of the Chief l\Iedical our conside ration~ ser iously. I do hope that 
:\d\· iser was £2,880; this year it is £3,060. bo th the :\Iinister and the ..,.entleman co ncerned 
Do we gi\·e him all th is money in order to \\'ill not hes itate to take the

0

good advise we ha \·e 
wppress Africans? Xo; on the other hand we g iH:n once again. 
pay him well in order that he will create The ·\'t:r j' :;t:trt ling figure of the outbreak ·of 
incentive for Africans in his Department, and smallpox in the country sho u!cl be a matter of 
I \\·oulcllike him to see that something is clone great concern to all the :\!embe rs of this H ouse . 
for these peop!t: suffering under frustration. It is a pity, indeed, :\Ir Chairman, that ven· 
I understand that these people ha \·e petitioned many people in this cou ntry are ne \·ervaccinate~! 
the Ministry of Social Sen·ices pointing out until an . outbrea k of one thing or th~ othe r 
the anomalies in the conditions of sen· ice. I happens m the co untry. Then, you \\·oulc! t'incl 
hope the :\Iinistry will look into their case, and that the Dep<trtm.::nt concerned runs at random 
the Chief :\Iedical Adviser must heed their to bring rel ie f to the pcuple. This is a matte r 
cries and do something for them. \\· hich I co n~ icler is most un fo rtunate. 

Sir, I beg to move. 

Amendment proposed. 

Mr P. M. Dokotri (Jos): :\fr Chairman, I 
am happy to be on this side of the H ouse. I am 
happy because my present seat places me in a 
better position to command a greater audience 
of this House. 

The Medical Department, Sir, is an impor
tant Department because a nation is judged on 
how well the health of its people is kept ; a 
nation is judged as to how "'OOd or bad the 
standard of the general health of its people i ~ . 
I know that this Department is on the con
current list, nevertheless it is mv considered 
opinion .. (Interruption.) · 

M. Baba Danbappa (.:\orth East Central 
Kano): A point of order, Sir, Standing Order 
25 (1)-"A Member shall not read his speech, 
but he may read short extracts from books or 
papers in support of his argument, and may 
refresh his memory by reference to notes." 
The hon. Member is reading his speech, Sir. 

Mr Chairman : I do not know if that is 
true, but Standing Orders are sometimes 
broken. . 

Mr Dokotri : Mr Chairman, it is obvious 
that even educationally I am better off. 

As I \~as saying, it is my considered opinion, 
Mr Cha1rman, that the Federal Government 
should give a lead in encouraging the growth of 
preventive and curative medicines in this 
country. Health, Mr Chairman, is wealth . 
We are proud to have at the top of this Depart
ment, an African ; I should say, a Nigerian. 

We have in this countrv suffici.:nt nun
power to gi\·e our medical field sufficient 
material to \\·ork. .-\:; an example, :\Ir Chair
man, people in th is country-there are \·crv 
many girls who flit abou t in the streets and in 
various other places. These are a powerful 
source to supply the man-power necessan· in 
this field and in \·arious other departmental 
acuvmes. These girls, I consider, are qu ite 
suitable-and some of them ha\·e education 
enough to be trained as nurses or midwives-in 
order to accelerate the pace of pre\·entati\·e 
medicine in this country. They seem to 
possess C<: r ta in qualit ies which \\·e need from 
them as nurses, and I think they are much better 
off as nurses , than the men folk . It is needless 
:\Ir .Ch~irm.an, to say how demoralising 
prostltutton 1s to a nat10n. It leads to other 
things, like dishonesty, which go to break up a 
country. 

It is no use for the ~ative Authorities or 
for Local Government Councils to chase 
these undesirable girls in order to move them 
from one place to another. It does not help 
to solve the problem. lf the Regional Govern
ments cannot cope with the problem, I think 
the Federal Government needs to do it. The 
Federal Government should establish training 
schools in midwifery and in nursing, so that 
these girls can be usefully employed. This 
has been done in other countries, particularll' 
beyond the Iron Curtain. We know that we 
all hate the Government set-up in that part 
of the world, but what is good in that part of 
the world, should be copied. 
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tting the physical and mental Mr J. A. Wachuku (.·\ba) : :\[r Chairman, 
hai rman, of our young men, Sir, I have rather an unp kasant duty to do. 
!d as nurses, 11·hcrcas we ha1·e L' nder Head 52. f or the past few d;ys now, 
.o do the job. ,,-~ ~1an: be;n 1·c ry se1·crc on our expatriate 

I shoula uke, ;\Ir Chairman, to thank you officmls. \V c h<l\·e the Chief Sec retan· · 
on bchalf of the :\lcmbers of the L' nitcd we ha1·c been se1·crc on the Financial Secretat:,.' 
:\l[ddle Bdt Congress and myself, fo r under- and the Atto rncy-Genera!-c,·cn though ~~~ 
taking to allocate seats to :\Iembers of the was not res ponsible, he inherited a legacy 
Party in this House. Whate1·e r we may ha1·e that 11·as not of his o\\·n making. 
done, l\Ir Chairman, goes down in histon·, ~ow; Sir, in this particular case " ·e ha\·e 
a?d posterity has yet to judge whether 11·c a~c to deal "·i th our o\\·n man. Sir, if I may 
nght or wrong. "'e are convinced that our remi nd this House, on the 2+th of March, 1952 
cause is right and worth fighting for. the Go,·ernment was forced to issue a Press 

The Chairman : If the hon. :\[ember Release as a result of certain editorials in local 
persists in irrele1·ance, I must ask him to papers here, national papers, criticising the 
wind up his speech. then I nspector-G encral of :\ [cdical Sen ·ices, 

Mr Dokotri : \\"ell, Mr Chairman, the who happen to be one of our men. At that 
:\Iedical Department is a 1-e ry important one, ;,ime,_ Sir, this was what was 11·ritten in reply : 
and we ha,·e all spoken here, with one ,-oice, Arttcles ha,·e recently appeared tn the Press 
11:hen 11:e said we want medical facili ties pro- co ntaining uninformed criticisms of some 
nded m the rural areas. These medi cal aspect of policy in the :\Iedical Department, and 
facilities cannot be pro,·ided unless this in certain instances personal attacks on the 
Go1·ernm:nt takes the initial mo,·e to say to present ::\ige rian Head of the Department ha,·e 
t_he Regwnal Gol'e rnments, that without been made. The main cri ticisms made to 
getting our boy~ and children trained up pro- summarise, are as follOII·s. Firstly, that' the 
perly, and gtnng them encouraaement to ~~panment is luke,,·arm in its policy of 
do it in the schools, it is useless fo~ us to get :\ tgenantsatton. Secondly that it discriminates 
up and talk in this respect. against ::\igerians in the matter of recruitment 

and promotion into the senior service particu-
:\[r Chairman, I would end by saying that larly as regards recruitment of o1·erseas trained 

we are shakmg the \ 'Cry foundations of the ::\igerian doctors and nurses". Then it went on, 
N .P.C. Gm·ernment, e1·en to the poin t that after gi1·ing some other thinas to sav "As 
the Premier of the ::\orthern Region has come regards the allegations which ha',·e bee ~ 'made 
to thetr rescue. \\'e shall do it, despite the regarding the treatment of ::\igerian medical 
onslaught to forestall us. If the Xorth was officers already in the serl'ice, there is no 
b:_oke?- up into states, we should ha1·e unity in case in which a suitable ::\iaerian has been 
~_Igena. If you lea1·e the North as it is, you denied promotion. Apart fro~ the Inspector
will one day find that someone from the Sudan C?eneral him~elf, who is a ?\igerian, there are 
has stolen it. (lntermption). stx officers m the superscale establishment, 

The Chairman : I must say the hon. three are senior medical officers and three 
fviember's speech, or part of it, was not rele- specialists". Now, it is this point that I want 
vant, but I think I heard the hon. i\Iember say to deal with. 
he was about to conclude his speech. The claim then was that there was no case 

Mr Dokotri : \Vel!, Mr Chairman, we can where a suitable Nigerian has been denied 
all understand the nervousness of the people promoti~n. My p~int, Sir, is this, that to-day 
on my left, because they are afraid of being we have m the medical service of the Federation 
exposed. (lntermption.) a Nigeria?- who is qualified by education, 

The Chairman : Order .... . the hon. Mem- by professiOn, by his standard in every way to 
ber has sometimes been irrelevant, and the be the Deputy Federal Adviser of Medical 
other hon. Members do not allow me to hear Services, and I have incontro1·enible el'idence 

h in the writing of the Chief :\Iedical Adviser w at he is trying to say. Let him speak, h' If 
please. Imse recommending this gentleman in every 

way, administratively, in every respect; he 
Mr Dokotri : Mr Chairman, I support the recommended him so highly that we do not 

H ead. k now the reason why no11· at this stage he should 
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turn against that \'cry person who t:; next 
to him, to re fuse to recommend him and to 
~;i, · c preference to an ex patriate who was 
;·1cxt to this man, and the expatriate, Sir, 
rightly refused to accept because that would 
cause trouble. This f edera l :\lccl icnl :\ d1·i sc r 
:t ~kcd for the S~e ta ry of Sta te to indent for 
an expatriate. ~tr, apparen tly there has bcl: n 
si lent war going on, and that was prc,·entccl . 
:\011· , wh at do we find ? 

[f my informat ion is 1i·rong, I may be 
corn:cted. Th is emi ne nt ::\ ige rian has asked 
fur a :\igerian in the \\'es tern Region, who 
11as fo rmerly S.:\LO. in the ::\orthern Region, 
in Group 7, IYho 11·as only about a week or two 
ago promoted to Assistant Director of ::\Ied ical 
Se rvices in the \\'es tern Region, coming to 
Group 6 ; now he 11·ants th is man to go from 
G roup 6 to Group 4A, whereas th is man next 
to him is in Group 5 already and had bee n 
the re for three years. :\o"·· what is the 
reason for it ? 

Sir, as I sa1·, [ hal'e inco t1t ro1·e rtible e1· iclcnce. 
I want to r~ad it out for purposes of record. 
It was a letter written by the Chief i\[edical 
Adviser on the 7th of August, 1956. In this 
letter, Sir, the Chief l\Iedical Ad1·ise r w:ts 
recommendi ng this young ::\igerian to be a 
Professor in Obstetrics and Gynaecology, and 
you get c1·e ry recommendation of its 1·a!ut: 
in the ,,·orld in e1·ery 11·av, and befo re I read it 
there is one aspect of it (would like this House 
to note. .-\ paragraph. "As his Head of 
Department I am well placed to comment on 
Dr X's administra¥e ability. He is a first
class hospital administrator. His natural 
administratil'e flair will undoubtedly stand him 
in good stead in the administration of a Univer
sity Department. In fact, his administrative 
ability is such that had he wished I would have 
recommended him for advancement in that 
field in the Medical Service." That is his 
own wntmg. "He is always ready to champion 
the just cause of his fellow officers and his 
subordinates. He has admirable social quali
ties." I am commenting on portions of it 
because here it is, when it comes to question 
of administration, the Chief i\Iedical Adviser 
is satisfied, when it comes to question of 
dealing with his subordinates, he is quite 
suitable, what else do we want from our man ? 

And yet what is it that he ha;; against him ? Sir, 
when it comes to qualifications this youngrnan 
is M.A., ::'.I .D., n.c.H., l\I.A.o., (Interruptions and 

laughter) F.R.C .P.I., o.c.H., L.l\1., Senior Spccia-
li;;t on Ob;; tetrics and Gynagcology .. . .... . 

Mr T. 0. S. Benson (Lagos \\'est) : He left 
ou tii.C.O.A. and U.A.C. I 

Mr Wachuku : i\·.;-w, Sir, I am saying this, 
like the case which we had to deal with this 
morning, the case of the Administrator-General. 
This is a point which this House must take a 
stand on . This is a very big stab in the back 
because, in this House at the last Budge t 
Session , th is House fought when our man
we are proud of this son of ::\igeria-was not 
graded by Gorsuch. \Ve fought here that 
he must be properly graded, and then you 
commissioned us in the Finance Committee to 
fight a war in th e Finance committee, and it 
was in the Finance Committee that we un
an imously fi:..;:ed tht! scale which he wanted 
for him. 

~ow, if we did that for him, is it not right 
and proper that he should do it for his brother ' 
::\ow, Sir, we understand that a junior person . 
who has just been promoted Assistant Director, 
is now bein~groomed because of the c~iticism 
to come to tliis Federation to supercede a man 
" ·ho is in Group 5 and we are asking the 
Council of l\Iinisters not to allow this and 
to tell His Excellency not to appro1·e of such 
an appointment, if it is made. If he is the 
man next to him, Sir, he should take that 
position, and nobody else. 

Mr Speaker : I must remind the hon. 
:\[ember that when I gave hin1 preference o1·e r 
the Minister, and the Minister gal'e way to 
him I did ask him to allow time for the Minister 
to reply. The hon. Member has had more 
than half the time since then. 

Mr Wachuku : I will just conclude, Sir. 
Now, Sir, in the Civil Service Commission
why we are so bitter about it is this. This 
man is also in the Civil Service Commission, 
and if he does not like to help our fellowmen 
to get on, how can we have confidence in him 
as a memher of the Civil Service Commission ? 
It means that anybody who comes there he 
wi ll just rule him out. And the complaint 
that we had in the Civil Service Commission 
is that it has always been this particular person 
who has been pressing down the Africans ,,-h_Q 
come forward there. 

The Chairman : \Ve are not on Public 
Service Commission. 

(j !J) 



Huuse of Representcllives Debates 

97') [Tit• 1957-58 Appropriation Bill] IS i\1.-\RCH 1957 [Commillee] 980 

Mr Wachuku : ~appreciate that, Sir, f arn Head of the Department, let him han:: suffi-
only trymg to exp1ate on this . Sir, II"C sa1· cicnt courage to say it. I am not holding 
that unlt:ss this young man who i3 next in brief for anybody, r will hold brief for justice. 
command is promoted to this post, the Chief That is the point I would like to make. It 
M_cdical Adviser may consider it necessary at w~ ·a very good way we have spoken. We, 
th1s stage-ha1·ing given to the countrv such on··this side of the House, will support you 
good sen·ices- to retire. Because w'e fed for Nigerianisation Policy, we will fight it 
that this attitude cannot be in the best. interests together anywhere but once the forces are 
of the nation,"'::'nd 11·e will not hesitate to not for .:\igeria, whether that l:\igerian comes 
condemn it in no unce rtain terms, and we call from the North or the \Vest or wherever he 
on the Council of Ministers to take this into comes from, will not be the responsibility 
1·ery se:ious. consideration, and particularly of this House . (Interruption). 
the :\lmlster Ill charge, to put his foot down on Mr Chairman : Chief Akintola must be 
this subject. heard. 

The Chairman : The last i\Iernber has 
exceeded his alloted time. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
1\[inistry of Social Services (:\fr D. C. 
Ugwu) : l\Ir Cha1rman, to reply to this all 
I have to say is that the question of recommen
dation_of an African who holds a very important 
post, IS not the concern of the :\Iinistry as 
such. I want to remind the Members also 
that if the re is an African who is holding th~ 
highest post in any Department, whether 
he recommends somebody to succeed him or 
not, is not the concern of my Ministry. All 
that I want to say in this regard is that the 
que~tion of promotion, appoi ntment and 
so torth and conditions of work of Medical 
Officers, is not directly the concern of the 
l\Iinistry. (Interruption). 
. !f the present holder of that post goes away, 
1t IS not the Mm1stry that will appoint some
body to replace him but, as I said, all facilities 
and all opportunities are given to our i.'VIedical 
<?fficers for progres~ For example, the ques
tiOn of studyleave, I have to sav to the hon. 
Members that about !8 Doctors were sent 
ove~s.eas since 1952 for studies. All the oppor
tumues that can be given to Medical Officers 
are being given to them. The private life of the 
holder of the present post is not t,he concern of 
the Ministry and I _,Vill not say anything about 
that. 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun West) : I am 
deeply grateful that I have two minutes to 
speak. The speech we have just had is most 
unfair to the Head of that Department. A lot 
of criticism and allegations have been made 
and it would be unfair if there are no defences 
to these criticisms. Let the Parliamentary 
Secretary tell us if the departmental heads are 
be!ng attacked and if that is the way they are 
bemg defended. If the fault is that of the 

Chief S. L. Akintola : If you say it is 
unfair, ld it continue in this House to recci1·e 
application, once you start with that precedent 
there will be no end. I am not particularly 
opposed to anyboqy being promoted but let 
us stop at the policy of Nigcrianisation, if 
we gi1·e up to the honour of the: .-\ frican who 
is employed, there will be a lot of confusion 
and that is bad. 

Question, That Sub-Head 1 be reduced by £100 
put and negatived. 

And it beint; 5.45 p.m. the Chairman p.-oceeded, 
pursuant to Order (6th Jliiarch) to put fortlndth 
the Question necessary to dispose of the Vote 
under comideration. 

Question, That £1,235,670 for H ead 52-
Medical-stand part of the Schedule, put and 
agreed to. 

The Chairman then proceeded fortlm:ith to 
put severally the Questions necessary to di,po.>'e 
of the Votes for Heads 52 to 59. 

HEAD 53.-CHD-liSTRY 

£!7,110for H ead 53-Chemistry-agreed to. 

HEAD 5+.-M!N!STRY OF RESEARCH AND 
INFORMATION 

£26,790 for Head 54-Ministry of Research 
and Information-agreed to. 

HEAD 55.-AGR!ClJLTURE (RESEARCH) 

£171,890for Head 55-Agriculture (Research) 
-agreed to. 

HEAD 56.-FISHER!ES (RESEARCH) 

£21,240 for Head 56-Fisheries (Research) 
-agreed to. 

HEAD 57.-FORESTRY (RESEARCH) 

£66,910 for Head 57-Forestry (Research)
agreed to. 

HEAD 58.-VETERINARY (RESEARCH) 

£170,490 for Head 58-Veterinary (Research) 
-agreed to. 
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HEAD 5 9.-hFO R~I.\Tl 0:--1 

£ 17+,5 lJ f or Head 59-Information- agreed 
to. 

Then the Chairman left the Chair to report 
rrogren- and asl1 leave to sit again. 

:\Ir Speaker resumed the Chair. 

Committee report progre;·s ; to sit again 
r r "edne;·day 20th .\1 arclt. 

TilE \\'QRDlE:\'~ co~IPE::-\5,\Tl0:--1 (A:IIE:\D:IIE::-\1') 
BILL 

Second Reading deferred until 11londay, 
25th Jiarch. 

Adjournment 

The Minister of Research and Infor
mation (:'II r Kolawole Balogun): :'IIr Speaker, 
Sir, I beg to mo1·e th:n the Hou;;c do now 
adjourn. 

The Minister of Works (.-\lhaji :\I. I. \\'ada) : 
Sir, I beg to second. 

Quution proposed. 

Mr T. 0. S. Benson (Lagos \Vest): :\[r 
Speaker, Sir, I would like to refer to the 
demolition of houses going on at Oja Village 
t·ia Yaba and we would like the Chief Secretary 
to do all that is poss ible to look into this matter. 
At present there is a lot of aquisition of proper
ties going on in Lagos, by which people in 
Lagos are deprived of their houses. Secondly, 
there is a slum clearance going on in Lagos and 
as we know our people cio not get room to stay 
in at Ikoyi, so that with this slum clearance 
going on same people in Lagos move to a place 
called Oja Village. This Oja Village has been 
in existence for about 300 years. For the 
Lagos Town Council to start demolition of the 
houses in this village Sir, is brutal Sir, very 
brutal Sir. So that I am asking the Chief 
Secretary to be kind enough to look into this 
matter so that people who are at present 
deprived of their houses in Lagos and who are 
taking shelter in this place Sir, may be protected. 

In conclusion, I have to inform the House 
that the .:\C.:\C won 4 Orlu seats. (Laughter). 

The Chief Secretary of the Federation 
(Sir Ralph Grey) : The first information that 

I had on this matter was g iven me by the hon. 
!\lcmber today. From the inquiries I have: 
made, I understand that the houses that have 
been demolisht:d arc not those that have been 
there for three hundred years but houses newly 
built in breach of the bye- laws and built 
without the submission of a plan to the Lagos 
To11·n Council. They are being demolished 
under the order of thr ·_L,agos Town Council. 
However, this informatior1 differs from that 
gi1·cn me personally by the hon. Member and 
I have undertaken to ask the Lagos Town 
Council for the facts. When those facts ha1·e 
been received, I shall take such action as I hope 
is appropriate. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved, That this House do now adjourn. 

Adjoumed accordingly at six minutes to six 
o'clock unti/ 10 a.111. on Tuesday the 19th Lliarc!t, 
I ')57. 

QUESTIONS AND WRITTEN ANSWERS 

Question-
W.lO. Mr J. M. Udochi asked the Chief 

Secretary of the Federation :-
If he will state the number of applications 

recci1·ed during 1956 for Officer Cadets in th~ 
.-\rmy, indica ting the number received from 
persons already in the army, and the number 
from outsirlers. 

AnS1uer-
The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 

133 applications were received during 1956 
for officer cadets in the Nigerian Military 
Forces. Of these, 27 were serving soldiers 
and 106 were civilians. 

Question-

W.ll. Mr J. M. Udochi asked the Chief 
Secretary of the Federation :-

If he will' state how .. many persons. were 
permitted to take the entrance examination 
for selection as . Officer Cadets in the armv 
during 1956 ; how many were successful and 
of these the number admitted to cadetship, 
indicating how many of the cadets were 
persons already in the army, or outsiders. 

AnS1ver-
The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 

The number of applicants who were permitted 
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during 1 1)56 to take the entrance examination 
for selection as officer cadets in the :\igerian 
Military Forces was 133. Of the 106 ci1·ilians 
who applied, only +O presented themse!l·es for 
the exami nation, i.e., 37.7 per cent. .\ll the 
27 serving soldiers who applied took the 
examination. The number of the civilians 
and serving soldiers who were successful at th e 
entrance examination was 35. Of the twdve 
who pa·;secl the Force Selection . Board and 
medical cxaminat ;•m and were admitted to 
cadetship, + were civilians and 8 were serving 
soldiers. 

Question-
W.15. M. Mo hammed Bello, Turakin 

Argungu asked the Chief Secretary of the 
Federation:-

If he will state the present strength of the 
:\igeria Police Force in the Northern, Western 
and Em;tern Regions, and in Lagos and the 
Southern Camero·Jns, respectively. 

Ans·u:er-
The Chief Secretary of the Federat ion : 

The pre,·e nt strength of the !\igeria Police 
Force, all rank~, by Regions is as fo llows : 

Eastern Region 2,621 
We:>te rn Region 2,02+ 
!\orthern Region 1,868 
Lagos (including Force 

Headq uartcrs) 
Southern Cameroons 

Question-

3,116 
353 

W.60. M. Isa, Sarkin Agwara asked the 
Minister of Communications and Aviation:-

If he is aware of the transfer of the Borgu 
Divisional Headqli'arters from Ilorin to Bussa ; 
and if he will take steps to supply telephone 
facilities to Bussa to serve the pressing need of 
the Divisional Headquarters there. 
Answer-

The Minister of Communications and 
Aviation : I am aware that the removal of the 
Borgu Divisional Headquarters to Bussa has 
strengthened the need for telephone faci lities 
there. However I reget that the resources of 
the Department of Posts and Telegraphs do 
not permit the provision of these facil ities under 
the 1955-60 Telecommunications Development 
Programme. I can, however, assure the hon. 
Member that Bussa's needs will be given due 
consideration when the department's next 
development plan is being formulated. 

Question-
W.67. M. Damale Kaita asked the ;,\linisrer 

of Research and Info rmation:-
If he will state how many of the 300 variet ies 

of rice under trial at Badeggi in N ige r Pro
vince ha1·e shown promising results . 
Ans'1::er-

The Minister of Research and Informa· 
tion : The current number of varieties under 
trial at Badeggi is 250_- Of these 50 are inci
genous varieties under obser1·ation as possible 
breeding material but otherwise commercially 
unacceptable. Four varieties-" :\ [bag-Boli · ', 
"Kantor," "Anak-Diedek" and "Radinchitu" , 
showed outstanding properties of flood 
resistance in 1955, and nine others sho"·ed 
lesser degree of promise . 

Sixty-nine promising 1·arieties ha1·e been 
multiplied fo r trials and for further observation 
in 1956. Of these forty were grown conct.:r 
rent!y in yield trials. All excep t five produced 
yields exceeding one ton per acre, three ga,·e 
yields exceeding two ton:> per acre, and ti.'-·c 
yielded over 3U cwt per ac re. Some trd :> 
were replicated in the Regions and generally 
confirmed observations at Badeggi. The varie ty 
"Maas" consistently produced yie lds 50-60 
per cent above "BG79" which is the princip2.l 
variety in Nigeria at present. Eighteen new 
varieties introduced from abroad in 1956 ha1·e 
been multiplied and are awaiting trial. 
Question-

W.73. Mr F. N. E. Nga1e asked the Chiei 
Secretary of the Federation :-

If he will state why a battalion of the Queen's 
Own !\igeria Regiment is not now stationed in 
the Southern Cameroons. 
Answer-

The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 
The strength of the Nigerian Military Forces 
does not permit the stationing of a battalion ot 
The Queen's Own Nigeria Regiment in the 
Southern Cameroons and the first call on anv 
additional funds that might become available 
for defence expenditure would, in pursuance of 
Nigeria's undertaking at the 1953 Forces 
Conference, necessarily be applied to an 
increase in the share borne by Nigeria of the 
total cost of the Nigerian Military Forces. 
Barrack accommodation in the Southern Came
roons could be provided only at great expense 
and if another battalion of the Regiment could 
be raised it would, in the view of the military 

House of Representatives Debates 

95 5 [Wriuen .-ln.r1cerr 18 i\1.-\RCH 1957 to Questions] 986 

.:<.J mm;wd, be able to make the most effective Answer-
;~:td econom ical - contribution to the internal The Minister of\.Yorks ::\one, Sir. 

' 

;~cur i ty of the Federation as a whole (including 
th~ Southe rn Cameroo ns) if it we~ stationed 

f. d;cwhert: in ~ igeria . •• 
Ot~~stion

.,_- W.79. M. Usumanu Maitambari, asked 
J, th~ :\[inister of Communications and Avia-
f tion :-
' In ,· ic,,· of the increase in business at Argungu I ;tnd J ega Postal Agencies, if he will consider 

con,·erting them to Post Offices. 
. ..Jnsr~·er-

The Minister of Communications and 
Aviation : The conditions for the conversion 
of Postal Agencies to Post Offices are given in 
the White Paper on Post Offices which is to be 
presented to the House this session. Neither 
.\ rgungu with only 9650 units of business nor 
Jega \l·i th 2083 units qualify for conversion. 
011estion
- W.81. M. Abubakar Gurumpawo asked 
the l\ ·: inister of Works :-

If he: 11·ill implement hi; proposals to extend 
Trunk Road A from ] ada to Serti. 
Anm:er-

The Minister of Works: Yes, Sir, the hon. 
Member will recollect that I was proposing to 
spend £150,000 on this road to carry out 
improvements bet11·een Jada and Sugu and 
between Jimtari and Serti. It has proved 
more convenient to proceed with the Jimtari
Serti sectio n and 11·ork is now proceeding. The 
costs, however, look like being higher than 
,,.., at first anticipated. 
Qllestion-

W.82. Mr M. Abubakar Gurumpawo 
asked the Minister of Land, ;\lines and Power:

If consideration will be given to the exten
sion of electricity from Jimeta to Yola. 
Answer-

The Minister of Land Mines and Power: 
Yes, Sir. Consideration is being given to a 
scheme for extending electrici ty from Jimeta 
to Yola. As the scheme is not likely to be 
economic it is probable that some special 
financial arrangement will have to be made 
before the scheme is proceeded with. 
Question-

W.85. Mr B. A. Obaje asked the Minister 
of works:-

If he will state the total mileage of Trunk 
Roads B which he proposes to convert to 
Trunk Roads A in the financial year 1957-58, 
indicating the roads affected. 

Question-
W.90. Rev. E. S. Bens asked the :\I iniste r 

Transport :-
If he is aware of the many snags wh ich 

impede navigation in the Kole Creek and :\un 
Ri1·er; and what the Inland \\'aterwavs 
Department proposes to d-J to clea r these 
snags. 
Answer-

The Minister of Transport : I am aw:v-e of 
no serious snags in either of these two n1·ers. 
The Nun river was cleared last season, but 
not Ekole creek since it was not included in the 
clearance programme submitted by the Regional 
Government. Arrangements have now been 
rnade for both waterways to be cleared next 
season. 
Question-

0.191. Mr F. N. E. Ngale asked the 
Chief Secretary of the Federation :-

If he will estab lish police stations at T o'-lbc! 
and Mbonge in Ku~nba Division, in view oi 
the long distance between those towns and the 
Divis ional Headquarters. 
Answer~ 

The Chief Secretary of the Federation :I 
hope that it will be possible (subject to the pro
vision of funds by the L egislature) to establish 
a police post at Tombel during the financial 
year 1958-59. 

The case for a police post at Mbonge is under 
consideration. 

Police patrols are however, now operating 
in the Tombel and Mbonge districts and ha1·e 
been particularly active recently especiallv 
in the former area. · 
Question-

0.192. Mr F. N. E. Ngale asked the Chief 
Secretary of the Federation :-

If he will take steps to post vehicle test ing 
officers to the two provinces in the Southern 
Cameroons. 
Answer-

The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 
Yes, Sir. The House has agreed in Committee 
of Supply to make provision for posts for two 
vehicle inspection officers in the Southern 
Cameroons. One of these posts will enable 
the officer who has temporarily been statione~ 
at Mamfe to fill a permanent post. and the 
other will be at Victoria. 
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HOCSE OF REPRESE::\T.-\TIVES When he proposes to start the:: co nstruct ion 
:'\ !CERIA of the new bridge over the Kubanni Ri1·c r in 

Tuesday, 19th iV!arch, 1957 
The House met at f1l ·a.11z. 

PRAYERS 

(iV! r Speaker in the Chair) 

QUESTIONS AND ORAL ANSWERS 

Queslion-
" 0 .169. Alhaji Muhammadu, Sarkin Bur

mi Moriki asked the Minister of \\ 'orks :-

If he IYill state how many miles of Trunk 
Roads .-\. have been tarred in the periods 1955-
56 and 1956-5 7 in the :\'orthcrn, \ \"estern and 
Eas tern Regions respec ti1·ely ? 

Anm·er-
The Minister of Works (.-\lhaj i the Hon. 

:'<I. I. \\'ada) : The total mileage of Trunk 
Roads :\ which ha1·e been tarred in the period 
1955-5? in the l\orthern Region is 92 miles, in 
the \\ es tern Region 22 miles, and in the 
Ea:tc ~r: _Region _no mileage ; in the period 
1 9J6-~ ' 111 the l\orthern Region 87! miles, in 
the \\ estern and Eastern Regions no 'mileage. 

Although no tarring of F ederal Trunk Roads 
~ook place in the East~rn Region during 1955 -
J 7, sun·eys were earned out on a number of 
tarring projects p ro1·ided for in the Economic 
Programme all of which work should com
mence after April 1957. 

Supplementary to Q.169-
. Mr A. E. Ukattah (Bende) : \\"ill the :.\'linister 

gt 1·e us the reason why not e1·en one inch of 
Federal Trunk Road A was constructed in the 
Eastern Region ? 

An.m·er-
The Minister of Works : If the hon. 

Member listem:d carefully, I said that during 
the pe:iod of. no vis ible acti,·ity a lot of work 
was gom~ on m the Drawing rooms and on the 
surveys stde of the Department. Sun·evs were 
made, for example, at 9-mile corner Nsukka 
Aba, Cmuhia-Agwu-Oji River, Abakaliki-Ehl 
and Enugu-Abakaliki. We have surveyed all 
these. The documents have been prepared 
and we hope work will commence in April of 
this year. 

Question-
0.171. M. Nuhu Bamalli asked the i'vlinis

ter of \\"orks :-

Zaria which is now overdue ? 
Answer-

The Minister of Works: Construction of 
the new bridge over the Kubanni Ri1·er should 
begin in July. 

Question-
0.172. M. Nuhu Ba malli asked the :\linis

ter of \Vorks :-

If he " ·ill state when the Llst traffic census 
was taken on the bridge o1·e r the Kubanni 
River in Zaria, indicating the respecti1•e figures 
for motor vehicles, b icycles, an imals and pedes
trians in that census. 

A tmcer-
The Minister of \Yorks : T he last census 

of traffic usi ng the bridge o1·cr the Kuban ni 
Ri,·er was taken in July 1956 and indicated an 
a1·erage of 2,026 motor ,·chicl~s . l\o census 
was taken of bicycles, animals and pedes trians. 

Question-
0 .173. M. Nuhu Bamalli asked the :\linis

ter of \Yorks:-=-
If he proposes to assign the construction of ; 

the new bridge o1·er the Kubbani Ri1·er in 
Zaria to the Regional Public \\"orks Department 
or to pri 1·ate contractors ? 
Answer-

The Minister of Works: I propose to ass ian 
the construction of the bridge o1·e r the Kuban~i 
R1ver to co ntractors. 

Question-
0.194. Mr F. U. Mbakogu asked the 

Minister of Works:-

What progress has been made in investigatina 
the possibility of bridging the River betwee~ 
Onitsha and Asaba. 

Answer-
The Minister of Works : On 2nd March 

1956, Government entered into a contract wid~ 
the ~.:th.: rlands Engineering Consultants 
(otherwise known as NEDECO) with the 
following terms of reference :-

" To obtain all necessary surveys, le1·e ls, 
soundings and borings, and make such 
investigations and enquiries as mav be 
necessary for the purpose of a report to be 
made by them advising the Go1·ernment as to 
the practica~ility o! constructing a bridge 
across the Rtver Ntger not more than fi1·e 
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miles from Onitsha, and the most suitable 
site therefor bearing in mind the require
ments of river navigation." 

In acco rdance with the terms of this contract, 
the Consultants have since been full y engaged 
on the desired investigation, and I am glad to be 
abk to say that I have recently recci,·ed 
information from them to the effect that the 
boring programme co~nccted with the invcsti
g,lt ion \laS compl•:ted tn September, and that a 
nnal report fro m the Soil :\ lechanics La bora
wry at Delft would be forth com ing shortly. 

Question-
0.195. Mr J. I. Izah ;~sked the :\linister of 

\\'orks :-
In 1·iew of the abscn<:c of Fcd.:ral roads in the 

Delta Pro1·ince, if he " ·ill consider the adl·isa
bility of con,·erti ng the \\'arri-Lghd li-Kwalc
Ltauba-Cno-Obiaruku road in to a Trunk 
Road A. 

.-lnm·er-
The Minis ter of Works : ::\o, S ir. 

Supplementary to Q.liJ5-
Mr J. I. lzah : I hope tlH: hon. :\ Iinister 

realises that i\'I embers are not reallv satisfied 
with an answer " ::\o, S ir." \\' e 11·oulJ welcome 
a fuller explanation. 

The Minister of \Vorks : I han: specially 
chosen to say just ":\o" in th is case, Sir, as there 
is a substanti1·e Motion on Trunk A Roads 
coming up, and I am sure the hon. Member ,,·ill 
ha~·e a full chance to air his views later on. 

Ouest ion-
- 0.196. M. Usmanu Maitambari asked the 
&Iinister of Works:-

In view of the hea1·y traffic using Jega Ferry 
on Trunk Road A, if he will gi,·e urgent atten
tion to the construction of a bridge across J ega 
Ri1·er as soon as the T akware Bridge is comple-
ted . 

. '!l:s::·cr-
The Minister of Works : Yes, Sir, the 

construction of a bridge across the J ega River 
on Trunk Road A.15 is provided for in the 
Economic Programme. Site im·estigation and 
design work will be carried out during the next 
financial year. 

Question-
0 .197. M. Usmanu Maitambari asked the 

i\-Iinistcr of \\"orks :-

If he will gi,·e a date for ta rring the Trunk 
Road A from Kontago ra thence to Yclwa, Jega 
and Sokoto. 

Anm·er-
The Minister of Works : ::\o, Sir, the 

tarring of Trunk Road A.l5 _from Kontago ra to 
Sokoto is not included m the Economt 
Programme 1\'hich expires in 1960 . .,. 

Question-
- O.t98. M. Usmanu Maitambari asked thc 
:\linistc r of \\'orb:-

If he " ·ill state ho,,· many miks of the Trunk 
Road A from Kontagora thence to Yeka, Jcga 
and Sokoto would be rehabilitated in 1957. 

.4.rm.-cr-
The Minister of Works : I t is not possible 

to sa,·, but routine maintcnan(c and rdubilita
tion ;,·ill b.: carried out ,,.ht.: rt.:,·cr nt:ccssary. 

Quest inn-
·- 0.213. Mr E. C. Akwiwu asked the :\ l inistcr 
of \\'orks :-

It" he is awar.: that no T runk Road :\ passeL! 
through O rlu Div ision ; and if he will take 
steps to have a Trunk Road .-\ passing through 
the Divis ional Headquarters the re. 

.. 4n S1!.:er-
The Minister of Works : ::\o, Sir . Indeed 

10 miles of Trunk Road :\ .. 6 pass through 
Orlu Divis ion. 

The answer to the second half of the question 
is also , :'\<;, Sir. 
S upplementary to Q.213--

Mr E. C. Akwiwu : Is the hon. ~Iin ister 
aware that this ten miles is very far away from 
the Divisional Headquarters. 

The Minister of Works : The definition of 
Trunk Roads A, does not specify that they 
must pass through any particular place . 

Mr E. C. Akwiwu : Mav I know, Sir, what 
is the definition or the class-ifications fo r Trunk 
Roads A . 

The Minister of Works : The definition, 
Sir, is contained in a Gazette and I would refer 
the hon. Member to it. 

Question-
- 0.214. Mr E. C. Akwiwu asked the Minister 
of Works:-

If he is aware that the shortes t link between 
Port Harcourt and Enugu is the road from 
Port Harcourt to Enugu ·<:ia Orlu, linking 
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Owari :llld A"·ka ; and if he will consider 
co m·e rti ng this road into a Trunk Ro1d .-\. 

. · lnsz~ c:r-

The Minister of Works : I would in1·ite the 
attention of the hon. :\ [ember to the rep ly I 
ga1·c on Tuesday 20th !\larch, 1956 to Question 
::\o. 0.1+7 asked by the hon. F. U. :\Ibakogu. 
Qrcestion-

'" 0.199. M. Abdullahi, Magajin Musawa 
:~s kcd the :\Iiniste r of Transport:-

Why the ::\igerian Railway Corpora tion 
sto pped the railing of c:mlt: fro m :\[inna to the 
Sou thern Pro,·incc>. 

AnS1~·er-

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Transport (\I. Bubr Dipcha
rima) : The ::\ ige ria n Railway Corporation 
originally agreed to the proposal to rail cattlt: 
from l\Iinna but the \ ·eterinary Department, 
:\orthern Region, suggested that railings 
should be made from Gwada. This suggestion 
was unacceptable to the Corporation because 
Gwada is only a wayside station with no shunt
ing facilities and water supplies. 

The Corporation is prepared to rail cattle 
from l\ Ii nna pro1·ided (a) there is sufficient 
traffic to justify the constructio n of a cattle 
ramp and siding by the Railway; and (b) the 
Veterinary Department can issue permits to 
senders and arrange the necessary inspections 
of cattle and supervision of lo:1ding. The 
Department has not been able so far to do this. 

Supplementary to 0.199-
..... Mr Jaja Wachuku : Will the hon. Minister 
tell the House the present volume of cattle 
traffic in :\·Iinna. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Transport : Sir, the question 
would have been better addressed to the 
:\Iinister of Trade and Industry. The Minister 
of Transport is not responsible for cattle traffic. 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS 

SPECIAL TRAFFIC CO:-iSTABULARY 

Chief J. I. G. Onyia (Asaba) : Mr Speaker, 
S ir, I beg to move the Motion standing in my 
name on the Order Paper, which reads : That 
this House welcomes the spirit of public service 
shown by members of the Special Constabulary 
(Regu lar Branch) and acknowledges their 
contributions to the maintenance of law and 

order and accordingly calls upon the Govern
ment to consider as a matte r of urge ncy the 
es tablishment of a traffic branch of the Special 
Co nstabulary fro m public sp ir ited citizens 
throughout the whole Federation whose 
ascertainable incomes arc no les,4111',han £300 
per annum, particularly such of them as are 
car owners, to assist in checking traffic offences 
on the roads. 

i\ [r Speaker, Sir, views were vent ilated 
st:veral times in this House b1· all sections of the 
people. These views were· all critical about 
the unsatisfactory control of traffic in the 
country by the Po.lice. Replying to the Motion 
of hon. Z. B. Olokesusi last .-\ugust, the Chief 
Secretary said as follows inter alia: "Now, 
Sir, as will appear from the te rms of my amend
ment, the Poli ce arc in fac t now engaged in 
int roducing a new system of traffic control but 
it is no good my trying to mislead the House 
into the idea that some revolutionary method of 
control has suddenly been de1·ised and is being 
put into practice which will solve all traffic 
problems." 

l\Ir Speaker, Sir, it is clear that the Govern
ment is al i1·e to its responsibility, but the new 
system has not effected any change or soh·ed 
the problem. I t is the duty of the Legislators 
to make practical suggestions to the GOI·ern
ment to reach a satisfactory solution, Traffic 
control has exposed our Traffic Police to the 
tcmpt:~tions of bribery and corruption. 

l\lr Speaker, Sir, if self-goverrllj(lent or 
independence of this country means anything 
at all to all of us, we must keep our Police, 
particularly the young ones, away from any 
temptation of bribery and corruption. I am 
afraid that traffic control as at present has 
caused our Police a loss in reputation and 
pre:!tige. T hey are not guided by their prede
cessors who did not freely indulge in bribery 
and corruption, if they did so at all. I do not 
say, Mr Speaker, that there are not now among 
the rank and file those who do resist the evil of 
bribery and corruption. But even then some
times you find that when this few who do 
resist try to rear their heads against their 
superiors or other members of the rank and 
file in the majority, they are subjected to 
victimisation and suppression. 

The Government should discourage any 
system of control which can seduce our youths 
into any evil. It is a market talk that trraffic 
offenders brought to book are mostly those who 
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cannot pay their way th rough. The following private cars sharing the usc of the ro:1d with 
e ;.; tr:~ c t fro m the speech of hon. Z. B. Olokesus i them. Once you start from your home in 
last August ir'.pertinent-:\[r Speaker, with your car you have your life on yo ur palm un ti l 
1·our perm ission : " I want to point out to you, you get to you r dest ination to ht:al·c a sigh of 
Sir, the 11·orst defect in this system. The relief. At danger points and narrow bridges 
svstem as at present whereby two or three the lorry driver expects the pri vate car to clear 
Police Constab les are placed in certain position and stop for him to pass and if you dare to 
to check the particulars of cars and drivers challenge his monopoly either your car is hit 
encourages bribery and corrup tion." The or it is brushed aside into a di tch . Some of 
extract too from the speech ofhon. S . J. \ 'laricre them negotiate a sharp bend 1\·ith terrific speed 
is pertinent: " I disco\·ered that cases of lorries not bothering who is coming in the opposi t~ 
that are being used without vehicle licences, direction. 
without a certificate of road-worthiness were It is the same story when a private car driver 
e1·en brought up because they are an avenue desires to overtake a lorry. Some dri1·ers 11·ill 
for Traffic Police to make monev. I found remain adamant and will not give way c1·en 
that it was then useless to send su~h reports." though you may sound the horn of your car 

A check in the system of co9.trol is a des ide- for miles and miles following the monster of 
rJtum. Special constabulary from public- a vehicle he is driving. It is even worse if it 
spirited citizens as embodied in my :\lotion is on a road not tarred. .-\part from not 
will help to resoke the problem. The Chief giving you the right of way the lorry driver 
Secretarv, the .-\ttornev-General, the Financial takes delight in raising a storm of dust by 
Secretary, our Federa( and Regional :.\Iinis ters dri1·ing faster not caring whether he blinds the 
and L egislators and other personalities, could driver in the car behind. You are compelled 
be enlisted as Special C:onstables. They need ~o slow down but you find that after a mile or 
not go in uniforms or posted to special localities t\\·o the driver stops to put down the passengers. 
or be tied to their duties which should be There is nothing you can do. If you take 
honorary. T hey should ha1·e identity cards down the number of the lorry and report the 
like the C.I.D . men. Traffic offenders caught matter to the Police Station you will hear that 
on any road should appear in any court at the there is nothing they can do because the 
choice and convenience of the Special Constable. incident took place outside their area. They 

Traffic offenders will be kept in check and in will do nothing even if you put down your 
perpetual fear if they do not easily know who address stating you are prepart:d to come and 
are Special Constables on the road. The give evidence in court. 
regular Traffic Police as now constituted On the 4th of February, :VIr Speaker, I 
should be left to direct traffic in the townships. travelled in a car with other friends from Enugu 
My Motion commends itself to all who feel to Onitsha. On the way we met a lorry driver 
that a system should be evolved to check in front of us. We got close by and s\ffinded 
bribery and corruption in traffic control. the horn all along for miles and miles until we 

managed to side track him and pull up in front 
of him. We then asked him why he was not 
willing to give way when we sounded our 
horn. Fortunately for us we had a police 
constable in the car. The police tried to 
check this d river and asked for particulars. 
The driver refused to surrender his driving 
licence because the police constable was not a 
T raffic policeman. We were a bit disturbed 
by that and from what the Mover of the 
!\lotion has said you could see if a special 
constabulary is established and they are given 
power to proceed with matters such as the case 
we met on the road it will be a different story. 

Sir, I beg to move. 

Mr S. J. Mariere (Urhobo East) : Mr 
Speaker, I beg to second the Motion. The 
Mover of the l\Iotion has covered all the 
ground and I am just out to do t his "i's" and 
cross his "t' s" . 

I shall proceed by saying that this is a 
Motion that should commend itself to all sides 
of this House. Hon. Members are all car 
owners and they are potential users of roads 
both in their various constituencies and when 
attending meetings of this hon. House. You 
all have your .l wn experiences one time or the 
other with t.lt: lorry drivers, tractor drivers, 
and even ta.xi drivers on the roads and in towns 
and ci ties. They have little or no regard for 

Tractor drivers with heavy logs also indulge 
in carrying passengers and they go unchal
lenged. The vehicles are not licensed to carry 
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passengers and there was a special case of a 
tractor dr iHT who took a number of passengers 
on his tractor. These included a woman and a 
chi ld. .-\; he was rou nding a corne r the woman 
drupp~d from ~e tractor and died. If the 
11·u man ha,l not" 'tlicd no police would ha1·e 
know n ot it. I t was b~:cau se a woman died and 
the body taken to the Cha rge Office. That is 
just one of many cases, :\ Ir Speaker. 

The e5tctbbhme m of a Traffic Branch of the 
Special Constabu lary which this :\'lotion now 
seeks to introduce will , if accepted, certainly 
assist in checking traffic offences on the roads 
in areas whe re police posts are distant apart. 
:\·Ir Speake r, I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 

The Chief Secretary of the Federation 
(S ir Ralph Grey) : Sir, I beg ~o mo1·e the 
amendment s tanding in my name to lea1·c out 
from "Constabulary" in line + to the end. 

.-\s I explained briefl y to the hon. :\IO\·e r of 
the ;\lotion bdore the House met, the Govern
ment does indeed welcome this Motion and the 
on! v reason t'o r the amendment is that there 
are' already sen·ing in the ~pecial Co nstabulary 
a number uf citiz.:ns whose ascertainable income 
is less than £300 a year and we would not wish 
them to f<d that the House considered that no 
one was tru;tworthy unless he had an income 
o1·e r that amount because that would be a 
slight on many public-spirited citizens 11·ho arc 
already giving up their time for this very 
,-aluable work in the Special Constabulary. 

The Go1·ernment does welcome very warmly 
and sincerely the spirit of public service that is 
shown by citizens who have joined the Special 
Constabulary. It would be unnecessarily fussy 
of me to take any exception to the words in the 
second line "Regular Branch" because there is 
no regular branch. I ndeed one could hardly 
ha\·e a "regular" branch of the "Special" 
Constabulary. I think the hon. Member's 
intention is quite clear : he merely wishes to 
distinguish those who perform ordinary police 
duties from those whom he suggests should be 
given special traffic duties. 

The Government does not welcome this 
spirit of public service without cause and I 
think the House wi ll be interested to know that 
there are eight towns in the Federation with 
over one hundred Special Constables enrolled 
and there are seven more with over seve nty. 

It wou ld be best , Sir, in speaking of the 
Special Constabulary, to speak of those in 
Lagos about which I know at first hand and 
can bes t inform the House. 

The present strength of the Special Consta
bulary in Lagos is 39+ and many of those 
attend ,·e ry regu larly and, indeed, in 1956 ten 
were commended by the Inspector-General 
for having 100 per cent attendance. :\'oil' , 
that is no small sacrifice of time because, as 
11·ell as training, they have to put in three hou rs 
duty a week and the present arrangement in 
Lagos is that the Special Constabulary e1·ery 
Wednesday takes over four Police Stat ions in 
Lagos-at Denton Street, Suru Lcre, T inubu 
and Oke Suna-for six hours on \VcdnesdJ.1· 
nights, int ii"Oshifts from 6 to 9and from9 to 12. 
So that means th:lt a special constJ.blc, if he is 
going to put in 100 per cent attendance, hJ.s got 
to reconcile hi mself to the fact that, no matter 
how att ract i1·e may be the im·itation to a sociJ. l 
engagement on a \Vednesday e1·e ning, he must 
turn it doll'l\ and go out in all weathers to do 
duty, and it says a great deal for the public 
spirit of these gentlemen in Lagos that no 
fewer than ten of them had 100 per cent 
attendance and many more of them attend 
with great regularity. 

The work that the Special Constabulary has 
done in Lagos docs not probably come suffi
ciently to the notice of the public tn earn the 
comm~:nd.nion that it d.:scrves. Ihtt hon. 
Members may have seen them frequently on 
sporting and other public occasions, when they 
turn out and help, and that is in addition to 
the regular duties that they perform. The one 
who, I think, received the greatest publicity 
was the member of the Special Constabulary 
who not only apprehended a burglar but had 
the good fortune to apprehend a burglar who 
was breaking into the special constable's own 
house. 'Well, he was very properly com
mendeci by the Inspector-General for that and 
the case was reported in the local newspapers. 
But for those who get some publicity there are 
probably over 350 or so who do not get any 
publicity at all and the Government welcomes 
this opportunity of saying "Thank you" to 
them. 

As to the main object of this :VIotion- that 
these gentlemen should now help with traffic 
duties : no one in this House could deny the 
need for some better form of traffic control. The 
hon . Mr Marie::re has vividly described to us the 
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so rt of thing that we all know happens on the 
roads and 11·hat is distressing about it is that we 
seem gradua lly to be coming to an acceptance of 
it. .-\! though th e matter is me~t ioned in indignant 
terms when motorists discu,;s this so rt of thing 
amongst them~ekes , and al though we hear 
about it in the House from time to time, there is 
no doubt that there is a tendency for people just 
to say they are used to it and just accept what 
comes. (.-In ho11. :1'!cmber : FrustraN'rm !) As 
the hon. :\Iember said , S ir, there is frust ration 
about it and I do sympathise 11·ith those who 
report offences and do not ge t any attent ion, and 
I hope to be able to arrange 11·ith the Inspector
General of Police to sec that that happens less 
frequ ently in futu re. 

I want to say one or t11·o things about the need 
fur traffic control which, at first sight , rna~· 
appear to be ob1·ious. \\·e al l know of the risk 
to human li1·es but my hon. Colleague, the 
:.I in iste r of \\"orks, has conside rable interest in 
this matter for it is a regrettable fact that, no 
sooner is a road impro1·ed and brought up to a 
reasonable standard in this countrv, than the 
process of dest ruct ion begins, 1vith motor 
lorries, 01·er-laden, tear ing along at a 
ridiculously excess ive speed. There are roads 
in this count rv where hu ndreds of thousands of 
pounds ha1·e been spent but there is 1·ery little 
evidence of it , not because the work has not 
been well enough done but because no road 
could stand up to the sort of treatment that is 
being gi1·en to it. And, if one dri1·es along and 
sees the objects on the side of the road-wrecks 
and "jam-burns", that is to sav, those that have 
not only hit something but caught fire as well
one can see a considerable source of economic 
loss about which something must be done. 

Another aspect of the matter to which 
attention has been drawn is that, in seeking to 
control traffic, the police expose themselves to 
temptation and that this particular form of 
police work has become unduly subject to cases 
of bribery and corruption. Now, too many 
hon. Members have mentioned this matter in 
this House for this not to be true and I am 
afraid it is true, as Chief Onyia said in moving 
his Motion, that this has lost the N igeria Police 
a lot of prestige. 

I think that , generally, the public is satisfied 
with the work of the Nigeria Police but it is 
not satisfied with what happens when they are 
put on to traffic control. \.Yell, reference was 
made to some mention of th is in the House in 

.-\ugust last and the Police have, as have 
already told the House, made some p rogress in 
improving matters by remo,·ing the traffic 
control units from the peculiarly special position 
they formerly held and putt ing them under the 
disciplinary contro l of the officer in charge of 
the pro,·ince in tll!'tich they are stationed . The 
H ouse has also helped at this :\keting by 
appro1·ing the pro1·ision of additional fun ds 
which ,,·ill enable add itio nal supervision tr) be 
gi1·en. But I do not think that 11·e can accept 
the invitatio n of the hon. :\[embe r to remo1·e 
temptation from boys altogether by saying . 
' ' \\"e ll , we mustn't put any young policemen on 
this because, if 11·e do, they will take bribes.' ' 
I t is something that ca n be cured pmbably only 
gradually. 

I am afraid that it probably is true tha t a lot of 
ca;;es go undetected, or unpunished, because 
there has been some corrupt dealing to pre\·e nt 
their being brought to court and J do not think 
there is any ready solut ion to that . \\'e can 
only keep plugging away at it and hope that the 
standa rd of conduct, both of the motor dri1·ers 
themsell·es and of the policemen, will impro1·e . 

:\'ow, that brings me to this question of 
frust raticn. It may well be that many of these 
people who take bribe::s would be less inclined 
to do so if they thought that they would be 
reported ; many people who would report them 
are less inclined to do so because they know, 
from their own experience, or the experience 
of others, ~hat, if they report, they will be put 
to a great deal of trouble and inconvenience 
and probably get no.,atisfacti on. One thi ng 
that the new Inspector-General is very much 
ali1·e to is the need for all police to listen 
responsively and responsibly to the complaints 
that are brought into the Police Stations. 

An instance has recently been brought to his 
notice where perfectly responsible citizens had 
gone into a Police Station and had made some 
representations and they were dismissed in a 
very cavalier fashion by the N.C.O. in charge. 

\Veil, I think that one can expect that there 
will be an improvement in that, because the 
Inspector-General is determined that there 
shall be an improvement ; but we must look at 
the other side of the picture, and I am a little 
worried about Chief Onyia's suggestion that 
there should be a number of people, although 
thev would bear identity cards, who would be 
empowered to check traffic offences on the road, 
and to cause the offenders to be summoned 
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before such Court as was most convenient to 
thc Special C'on:>table. :\ow, I am not certain 
whether if,,." were to do that we miaht not be 
opening ~he doo r to yd another form ~f oppres
ston. \\ e ha1·e been told by i\ Ir i'viariere, that 
one Constable in un iform got absolutely no 
respect at all from an offe nding lorry dri ve r 
because the Policeman did not have a whi te 
top to his cap . I wonder how much response 
a Specia l Constable wou ld get if he had nothing 
but a card, and I 11·onder how lona it would be 
hcfJrC somebody rose in this Hou~e to say that 
he rep rese nted the :\Iotor Drivers ' Union, who 
were bei ng much humbugged by gentlemen 
producmg cards and claiming to be Policemen 
who were no t. So that there are difficulties 
both ways. 

~ow a:> tlJ the usc: of uniformed S pec ia l 
ConstO!blcs in traffic ca;cs, there is one d iffi culty 
~hat deters the Police and that is that if a 
traffic Policeman is to be effective he must 
ensure that people 11·ho offend and who are 
detected in their offences are brouaht befo re 
the Court. That ma,· mean that a

0 

business
man who sen·es as a Special Constable has not 
only to gi1·e up the th ree hours or whateve r it 
is, on his regu lar day of duty, but has got to 
g11·e up many hours, sometimes on three or 
fou~ days •. sitting. about in a Court room waiting 
to g11·e evtdence m some traffic case, and that is 
a fact which has deterred the Police Authorities 
from making much use of Special Constables 
in traffic c:~ses . 

its experience, as it should be, that the Specia 
Constables can be relied upon to do many 
branches of Police work, and I should add that 
all of them receive training. This is a further 
disadvantage of giving identity cards even to 
respectable citizens, that unless one is trained 
to be observant, it is only too easy to make 
mistakes about thc..,onotor vehicle's number 
or the time and place, and so forth, and so 
the inexperienced reporter of offences is 
sometimes not at all effective. However, the 
Government is sat isfied that these Special 
C?nstables can be used for this purpose, and 
~nll tr:r and find ways and means of making 
mcreasmg use of them. 

Again, irrespective of the Special Constables, 
those responsible for the Police are very much 
altve to the need to do so mething to improve 
the standard of traffic control, and I hope that 
when the House next discusses the matter it 
wi ll have less cause to complain about it . ' 

I must not, Sir, offend against the rule about 
anticipation, but I would remind the House 
that we are to consider at this :\Ieeting a Bill 
whtch I hope wtll be passed and which wi ll 
enable women to serve as Special Constables 
and it is also the Government's hope tha~ 
later in this Session a Bill will be brouaht in 
whic~ brings up to date the legis lation °about 
Spectal Constables, which I am afraid is very 
old-fash10ned and very inappropriate at the 
present, and that the legal machinery to enable 
the Special Constables to serve the countrv will 
then match their enthusiasm and ability to do 
so. 

Sir, I beg to move. 
., 

Those who serve in Lagos already do some 
traffic wor~. One of them last year not only 
saw a traffic offence that he was determined to 
bring to book, but was suffic iently determined 
about it to jump on to the running-board of the 
lorry at some risk to his own life and to bring 
the man to a halt and make certain that he was 
taken to Court, and for that he received the 
Inspector-General's commendation ; but pro
bably even if his physical courage enabled him 
to jump on to the running-board and arrest a 
man, ant: ::· his irritation with the man drove 
hiJ? ~n, his irritation with the law's delays in 
bnngmg the case to Court and bringing it to a 
conclusion, might have discouraged him from 
doing it another time. But the Inspector
General is going to see what can be done, 
possibly in conjunction with the Judicial 
Authorities, to see if some improvements can 

The Minister of Transport (The Hon. 
Abubakar Tafawa Balewa) : Sir, I beg to 
second. 

be effected. 

So to sum up what the Government intends 
Sir. The Government is very satisfied frord 

Amendment proposed. 

Mr E. C. W. Howard : Mr Speaker 
although I am rising to support the Amend~ 
ment, I would like to express my thanks to the 
hon.. Mover . of the Motion for making it 
~oss1ble to dtscuss this matter this morning, 
smce we had not the opp?rtunity of doing so 
under the Head of the Pohce Vote. 

I think we are all agreed on the very great 
need for doing something to control the ever
increasing traffic not only on the Trunk A 
Roads but also in the towns, and particularly 
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in Lagos perhaps, where congestion 
than almost anywhere else. 

is greater measures in order to reduce this e1·il to the 

Unfortunate ly most of the traffic regulations 
are not observed and nowhere is that more 

.. · evident than in the streets of Lagos. I may 
say, Sir, that when my driver dri\·es me .at 30 
miles an hour on the Streets of Ikoy1 and 
Lagos I am passed by practically everything 
on 11·heels except omolankes ! (Laughter), 
and the result of all that is an increasing 
number of accidents, which in addition to the 
financial loss to which the Chief Secretary 
has referred, there is also the fact that insurance 
companies will nave to increase their rates. 

Anything tl:at can be done to ass ist in 
increasing the effectiveness of all traffic contr~l 
and resulting in fewer accidents, the better 1t 
will be for e1·eryone concerned. 

There is Dne last remark I would like to 
make. Cnfortunately one observes that many 
drive rs of the cars of hon. Members of this 
House are amongst the offenders. \Vhen we 
leave the House we can see ca::s racing away as 
if they were round Brooklands Race Track 
(Laughter)-at breakneck speed. I would ask 
the b~n. :.\[embers of thts Hou~e to endeavour 
to set a good example to the re>r of the public. 

M. Yakubu Wanka (Centra! Bauchi): i\Ir 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the Motion as 
amended. Sir, every person that has travelled 
in commercial lorries will no doubt support 
this Motion. 

minimum, will be wholche:utcdly supported by 
all sides of this House. Sir, I beg to support 
the l\Iotion. 

Mr R. A. Fani-Kayode (Ife) : :\[ r Speaker, 
Sir, I be" to support the :\[or ion filed in this 
House by the hon. Chief Onyia . I am very 
happy that Chief Onyia has suggested that 
;\[embers of this Legislature should be mad~ 
Special Constables, especially th~lt 11·e shall ~ot 
be supplied wi th unt1 orms . Strung_ ttl ttm_ 
House, I can picture th~ hon. th·c :\ lt tlt:> tl!r ot 
Transport in his flowing garment; and robes, 
standing as porter and di rect in~ the t raffic. ~ 
ha1·e also pictured the hon. Cine! Onyta lu,ms~lt , 
in his Federal gown, on a motor-cycle, cnastng 
a lorry. (Lau.glzler). i\I r Speaka, Sir, l ha,·e 
pictured our fath er here, Chtet Omolodun, 
measuring the ground. afte r an acc td.:tlt, and 
the hon. the Deputy Speaker hun;c~f, chastng 
an absconding offender. And !Jst of all, Str, I 
am sure all of us can picture an hon. :\·[ember 
of the Council of Minis ters 1d10 has the dis
approval of this House,. in t h~ Orderly Room, 
answering the charge ot rudeness to the mem
bers of the community. 

Chief J. I. G. Onyia (.\saba) : .\. p~int of 
explanatio n. Cnless the hon. Fam-h.ayodc 
wants to be humorous-It ts outstcle the track 
of my own submission in this House, and as I 
put it to this House, I am not asktng that 
Special Constables should glJ on the road and 
direct transport. 

Mr Fani-Kayode : I am afraid I cannot 
support the l\Iotion any more . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, bribery and corruption are 
so common among the people that any move 
by the Go1·ernment to put an immediate stop 
to this practice will have the suppor~ o~ a.ll 
sides of this House. Mr Speaker, S1r, 1t IS 

surprising to see how some policemen become Mr C. 0. Komo~fe (Ilesha): rise to 
very rich within a very short time. Some of support the Amendment, Sir. I h~ve just a 
them live in very nice houses, drink as much few remarks to make about certam pomts. 
beer as they can, and live very comfortably, l\Iany speakers ha~e treate~ . the subject oi 
despite the very low salaries they receive. bribery and corrupt10n prevailmg amongst the 

police. I think it is due to th.e expe;:;ence of 
Mr Speaker, Sir, it has become a custo~, at Members and the general pubhc that make us 

least in some parts of the Northern Reg10n, continue in this House to try and deal with the 
that whenever lorry drivers go out they have to bribery and corruption that prevails. It is 
be given some money by their masters . with not particularly that we hate them, but we feel 
which to bribe the police. I was an eye-Witness that if the Government can find a measure by 
about six years ago, when a policeman received which these gentlemen in uniform will be called 
a bribe from a lorry driver. to order, especially if it is possible for the 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun West): Did Council of Ministers, or the Chief Secretary, 
you tell the police ? for that matter, to arrange a 1vay by which 

M. Yakubu Wanka: Never mind. Sir, I C.I.D. men were disguised and could go round 
repeat, any attempt by the Government to take the country, I think it would help . 
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. . ~ ll"!sh to g~l·e one- instance. The question of 

lteensJng. .\owadays, we talk of the number of 
accident,; happening on the road, but it would 
be __ astoundmg- to people to hear that it is 
posolble, l~uw, tor somebody who begins train
lng.as adm·er, wahin a day or two to come back 
;~:~n a t:cence af~er h_e shall have paid about £20. 
f . •H type ot tlung IS not uncommon in places 

11 ~e l bada~l, and all the chief cities of the 
\\estern , Eastern and No~thern Regions; and 
the~ to take that type of offence, I feel the 
Goltrnment should do something about it. If 
you are gOJng on the road, you cannot get a 
po l!ccman to take n:oney from the lorry driver 
-he does not do tt-they have agents. An 
agent stts there, with a bag, and when he sees 
the policeman go towards the driver he makes 
some: mol·e, and walks m·er to him. ' And then 
you see tho: driver coming out of the lorry to go 
t? the agent, who takes the money from him. 
:,o that by puttlllg the traffic policemen on the 
road, It app<:c~rs w.: <o.re defeating our own ends. 
I nsted-ot checking the offences, I think it is 

corrupt people. Some of them m'lV be lncl 
but I think it is the d uty of c1·ery 'citiz~n. tc; 
arrest any pcr,;rm or P'J hc~ o :F.c~r fvun,J conunit
tmg a cnme_. , I think it 11·ill help the coun try 
,1s a 11hole 1f tnose people who are complain ina 
here that_ they have some agents who collec~ 
money-for example if you arrest one or two of 
them on the spot that will stop some other 
officers who are used to such bad, i ll egc~l traffic 
duty wh1ch they arc doing. 

At the same time I support this :\•lotion and 
rna~ be that may help us to improve the p'otice 
veh1cle mspection officers, because, both in 
Lag:os here and Ibadan, it takes some lorries or 
,·ehlcles about. three or four days before the 
pohce officer wdl have time to inspect them. 

Fur~her, we _may e~tend these special officers 
to co., er special pohcewomen prol·ided that 
they allow them to end duty by twek e o'clock 
mtdmght and not to work after that because at 
present I understand that_ some of the police
\IOmen Ill . La,gos work atter midnight, which 
I do not thmk ts good. 1 ncreaslllg then:', because when the driver offers 

money to a pol!ceman, he comes half-heartedly 
he does not botht!r. T omorrow he is to tak~ 
mother amount of money. H e doesn't bother 
·o obser\"e the road regu lations, or thin as of that 
Ort. 0 -

. If the C,o1·ernment can do something by 
·hlch the C.I.D. can go round once in a whilt! 
) check, and to apprehend these chief offenders 
wdl be very usefuL ' 

Alhaji A?dulkadiri Makama (Central 
lna) · :'lfr Speaker, Str, I n se to support this 
fotlon as amended. There is no doubt 
:tatsoel·er that Special Constables are render-
5 a very useful service to the country and its 
opie. In Zaria, Sir, where a branch of the 
·CCial Constabulary has been established and 
ha~pen, to be one of them, I can say' that 
~cia! Constables are doing whatever jobs are 
1gned to them to help the public. 

·Vith traffic offences growing from strength 
~trength (and we are told that our traffic 
:c~men arc too few to check these offences 
Cttvely) I certain!~ cannot see any alternative 
to ask that Spectal Constables be asked to 

it. I am sure they will be quite willing to 
and ~hey will help to the best of their 

ty. Str, I beg to support. 

~~ T. 0. S. Ben~on. (Lagos West): Mr 
tker, S1r,_ ! thmk It wtll be wrong in prin-

to class1ty all these officers as an army of 

:VIr Speaker, Sir, ll·hile supportinu the 
amendment, I move that the question b~ now 
put. 

ChiefS_. L. Akintola (Oshun West): Well, 
I do ;'"'Ot mtend to prolong the debate, but I 
ha_v~ JUSt on~ observation to mak.:. Both the 
ongmal l\Iotwn and the amendment do agree, 
and th~y would achtev·e the same objective. 
There IS, howe:·er, one virtue in the amend
ment, and that IS ll has widened considerab ly 
the field of choice of men fo r the special 
traffic constabulary. 

But I would appeal to the Government not 
t~. use a Motwn like this, which, I am sure 
~vdl ~e accepted by all sections of the House 8 or er t? perpetuate a source c.:- cheap labour: 

et spectal constabulary wherever you can 
get them from, but for goodness sake let us 
strengthen the regular members of the Police 
For_c~ who are in the Traffic Section The 
po~ttiOn at the present moment is m~st un
satisfactory. It does not mean that our special 
~o.nsta~les a~e not working ; they are, and we all 
JOlll t e Cht_.:f S.:cretary in paying tribute to 
then: hor the_tr public spiritedness, but we hal·e 
no ng . t to nde a willing horse to death. 

d Dur;ng the time of crises I agree we should 
caw rom the patriotic fervour of members 

o our comm un ny, but in peace-time do not 
rt US COUnt 011 voluntary effo rt altogether 

et us mcrease the n umber of men in ou; 
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Police Force, men in the Traf1ic Sectio n, so 
th :n they may be able to check the Yarious 
otfcnces to wh ich memberg haYe made rderence . 

I do no t know 1vhcthcr th~ traffic policemen 
do work at night at all anywhere in .\"ig..:ria. 
You can start driYing - at nightfall say from 
7 p.m. until about 8 a.m. the following morning, 
dri,·c from any p:~rt of tht: Western Region 
to the ~orth , or to the East, without coming 
across a single member of the Traffic Police 
un the road, and a_lot of the offences, man,· 
of the olf~nces are being committed at night. 
I ha,·e no ligures, but I am qui t.: sure from 
my own li mi ted experience of what happe ns 
on the roads th z. t a large proportion of road 
accidents occur at night. I would appeal to 
the Go1·ernment to increase the number of 
the regular police force, so that tht:y may be 
ahlc to work not on ly during the daytime, 
but also du ring the night. 

It is possibk that the speci<tl constabulary 
may be ablt: to work within urbnn area=-, li ke 
I .:tgos, or Onitsha, or Kano, or Kadun:z for 
that matter, but it will be stretching the matter 
too far to expect a Speci:~l Constable to go and 
work on highways in the bush. \\"ell, he will 
not have the time to do it, and secondl v he 
mlUid be open ing himself to a lot of suspicion 
if e\·en he ,·entures to do it . Let these men 
work in the towns, so that they may gi,·e 
opportunity to the regulars to be ab le to work 
in the bush. 

i\Iuch has been said about bribery and 
corruption on the highways. \\"ell , it seems 
to me tha t the 11·hole thin g is a question of 
faith, and m: must continue to pray so that 
perhaps the covetous nature of man may be 
brought under some controL Our highways 
are absolutely corrupt, but I am not blaming 
the police alone because it takes t\1"0 to make a 
bargain ; if we do not offer there will be nothing 
for the police to recei,·e. It is therefore a 
matter of educating our community generally, 
and not of putting the blame altogether on 
members of the Police Force. 

Mr E. C. Akwiwu (Orlu) : Mr ~peake_r, 
Sir, as a person who has some expenence 111 

the day-to-day administration of our present 
traffic rules and regulations, I wish to say this, 
Sir, that it is not enough charging the present 
agents of the Administration with corruption. 
But I feel, Sir, that the administration of the 
law and regulations relating to traffic offences 

,;hould be completely im·estigatcd with a 
1·iew to a change. The olfences arc so multi
farious, and e\·cn standing s till and saying 
nothing you can comm it an offence, but the 
un fortunate thing, Sir, is that with t.J.c average 
d ri1·e r on the highway he has got 0"\ le o f two 
e1·ils to choose at all times. I f tht: magis tra te 
bccomes ~ e1 · e rc , it is a 1·e ry good a1·en ue for 
~aking mo ney for the police. I f he becomes 
lenient, it is a cause for the most flagrant 
1·iolation of rult!s and regu lations of traffic law. 
Something has got to be done about it. T he 
<ll·e rag.: dri,·er apprehended on tht: highway, 
if there is any suspicion whatsoever and he is 
taken to court he will be liable to a fine of £10, 
will be prepared to gi1·c [, 1 to the police and 
finish with it al l. 

:\nd, besides, the endorsement on their 
licences go a long way to compel them to 
resort to the very deplorable method of 
corrupt ion. So, Si1·, while 11·e might, a> 
occa;ional use rs of the highways, deplo re a 
aooJ many of these thing.;, 11·e ha\·e also to 
~onsider the fact that no matter holl" m:mv 
policemen you send to jail in one clay the 
dri1·ers whose li1·elihood depend on thei~ 
licences and the endorsements are not 1·en· 
11·illing to co-operate wi th you in your highe-r 
ideals with the law as it stands at the moment. 

It is a l'e ry good matter to decide on the 
;po t 11·hat to do about it, but it is unto n una;e 
because as the present position goes no amount 
of sermonising will help the situation . The 
dri1·ers ar'; scared stiff. You go to court ; 
the magistrate is Yery keen on knowing how 
man~ endorsements ha1·e been made on you r 
licence and that in itself adds to the gravity of 
your sentence. And also, Sir, the endorse
ments themselves on the licences have no 
encouraging prospects for of an unemployed 
professional driver to obtain employment. 

So, Sir, we deplore corruption, we deplore 
everything that goes to increase the dangers 
of the highway but, all the same, Sir, I think 
the cause of the safety on the road in this 
country will be very well served if the Govern
ment, in addition to this Amendment to this 
Motion, also considers very seriously an 
investigation into the present Highway Code, 
the Highway Rules and Regulations, with 
a view to making it possible that nobody 
should gain from continuous and irregular 
contravening of our laws. 
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M. Maitama Sule (Kano City) : !\Ir sion by Senior Officers , so that each time any 
Speake r, S ir, I rise to associate myself with T ra ffic Police are out working on the highways , 
part of what the hon. Leader of the Opposition they may be surpri:;cd. Con:;tant check on 
has said in the course of this Debate. the Traflic Police ; that, I think, wi ll help to 

I do agree, Sir, that the Special Constabulary 
has clo ne a great deal of work for which we 
must be \·cry grateful to them. I certainly 
ag ree that, in order ta comb:lt the e\·i l that we 
ha\·e alwa\·s complained of in the Traffic 
Police, we "must strengthen the Traffic Police. 
I do agree also that something has got to be 
done in order to improve upon the system of 
checking the e\·i l that .has been going on. 

\\ 'hat we must face is this-although there 
has been a lot of bribery and corrup tion and 
we ha\·e been to ld often and again in this 
honourable House, that it takes two people in 
order to make this corruption possible, we 
must realise that something has gone wrong 
on both sides. It is not the Police alone that 
are at fau lt , the dri \'ers themsel\·es are at 
fault. \\'hv ? :.\Ir Speaker, S ir, often and 
again peopie are reluctant to go and ha\'e thei r 
lorries examined ; they do not want to go and 
get the appropriate documents but thq want, 
at the same time, to go out and get some money 
on these lorries, the result is that often when 
they go out to the ir lorries nat exam ined and 
not with the proper or appropriate documents, 
they will be at the mercy of the Traffic Police 
and you can imagine the sort of thing that will 
have to happen then. So, if we really want 
to do away with that sort of thing, the fi rst 
thing \\·e ha\·e got to do is to educate the 
masses and make them real ise ho\'.r important 
it is to get all these documents. 

Another thing is that sometimes dri\·ers 
ge t their lorries loaded, they want to get as 
much money as they can within a very short 
time and if they meet the Traffic Police, the 
only way they can escape is to try to bribe 
them. They bribe them because they want 
to get away ; their lorries are over-loaded. 
This sort of over-loading sometimes becomes 
:he cause of fatal accidents in this country. 
3o if these lorry drivers had not over-loaded 
heir lorries, they would not have given the 
'olice anv bribe and there wouldn't have 
een any f;tal accident at all. 

Let us, therefore, face facts . \.Y e agree, Sir, 
1at there has b.:en a lot of corruption with the 
:>lice. Here again, I must say that there 
ust be constant checking, constant supervi-

eradicate this e\· il to a \·c ry great extent. So 
kt us resolve , therefo re, right from .. now that 
we will tell the masses to co-ope ra t~. and we 
too will co-operate and let us ask the Go\·ern
ment , at the same tim<.:, to see to it that there 
arc more Supcn·i:;ory Officers that will be 
L~eck i ng the Traffic Police Officers on the 
highway. 

i\ [r Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

The Minister of R esearch and Informa
tion (Chief Kolawole Balogun) : rose in his 
place and claimed to mo\·e, That the quest ion 
be now put. 

Question, That the Question be not•· put, put 
and agreed to. 

Question, That the tcords proposed to be left 
oui; be left out, put and agreed to. 

1\laiu Question, as Amended, put and agreed 
to. 

Resoh·ed, That this House wclcomt:s the 
spi ri t of public ser\'ice shown by members of 
the Special Constabulary (Regular Branch) 
and acknowlt:clges thei r contrib ut ions to the 
maintenance of law and order and accordingly 
calls upon the Go\·e rnment to conside r as a 
matter of urgency the establishment of a traffic 
branch of the Special Constabulary. 

Sitting suspeuded. 

Sitting resumed. 

HELICO PTER SERVICES 

1V1r E. C. Akwiwu (Orlu) : S ir, I rise to 
mo\·e t~ Niotion standing in my nam.:, which 
reads as follows : That this House calls upon 
the Federal Government to consider the 
immediate introduction of a network of heli
copter services as a means of facilitating access 
to inaccessible parts of the country and for 
rendering assistance to hosp itals and other 
deserving cases in times of emergency. 

To avoid confusion, Sir, the Motion neither 
portrays itself as a mandated order, or a 
command to get helicopters forthwith, but as 
a humble prayer, praying the Government to 
consider, and that, Sir, I feel is adequately 
expressed in the Motion. We pray the 
Go\·ernment to consider the introduction of a 
net-work of helicopters as a means of faci li
tating access to inaccessible parts of the country, 
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. d also to rende r assistanc.: tn hospi tab and 
0111

, i , ·c r\"incr c·tscs in tin1cs ot t tnergc:ncy . 
(){1\t! f l <.,:;:, 0 • . 

,- \' S ir the :;imple rea:>on for tht: \\ onhng 
_, o\ ' ' · · 1 to 

f th<: :.lotion is this, that any opposltiOI _ 

s· it i . not unknO\\"n th<lt the re are :;omc 
},~;pitals, that arc \·cry difficult to ap~roacl~ 
th rouuhout the I 2 month; nt the yea r. [bert: 0 · 1 · • l' place< the)· are not are somt: hosp1tct s 1n ,on" . · · ' . l 

. a .. ,1\. ·Jcc···<<ibk b,· \\ att:r and b) roa , 
0

1 · . ' •1 t·1011 is a downrwh t su tc mcnt th,lt 
t 11~ -' 0 ' ~ . '["' ! ... ' 

. i. not prepared to cons1d.:r 1t. lcrc " '1 

nne , b th · word . . \' substantial d ifference et\\ e<:n L 

'"'. 'd , .. ,net " execute" \\ e art: not beg-" canst cr " · · · 1 . 1 F ·cleral Go\·ernment to 1ntroc ucc a <>Ill" t \C e . b . , . 
': ·r~ice of this kind immeclwtcl :·. ut ." c MC 

b"·aain<> them to consider it. The . Go\·ern
_"':'.0t ~ perfectlY at liberty to cc.n3lder , anll 

1
'
1
"'

1 
' • t. t l b ·t\· to on the other hand, it is per ect y at I <.:I . . 

re·ec t. I \\'ish to makt: this poult .Jb~n~antl~. 
cl~ar that I am ? raymg ~hct~l to c,Jll,llltr rhe 
immediate introd uction o t this sen ·,cc. 

Sir. what is a hdicoptcr ? 
An hon. Member: I don 't k' IO \\·. 

Mr Akwiwu : It is a machine that might 
not ,·e rv \\·ell be knO\\·n to the hon : Ctud 
T . T. Solaru , but I want to assure hml . tha: 
if he were to take a ~rip ~n one, he \\·ould come 
to appreciate these machm.:s . 

.:: · . 11.,\·e <>ot helicopters in th is country, 

.,lr' \\ e u "' d b ' 
now, in operacion; they are operate y \\· n~t 
\\·e might call private concerns. Sir, a he It copter 
can be readilv anJ eas ily descr:bed as belli~ 

· · · · h · rt ot A\·uw It,, the latest 1nno\·at1on 1!1 t e a · ,._ .. . 
1
. 

sim le machine and it is one that tends ' ' ~~ t 
to !tuaction, a gadget \\'lth a propeller on Lilt: 

t. 't and it has the unique character~>tlc 
top o t , f r . t h· 
of being able to rise and all perpenc leU ar . . . 

C nlike the aeroplane o r unlike' the c~ r n 
can manoeune itself e\·en \\' lthm me. s!l,a~e nt 
the parlour of the Rev. the hon. T . 1. So ant. 

Sir , the :.'lotion suggests_ that . it would be 
a \'ery useful thing in cases ot hosptul eme,~g~nd 
cies . :\ot long ago, ? tr, . we \~·ere prn' e,e 
to take note of an occaswn Ill whrch a heltcop.te~ 
was used in aid of some very needy. hos!lna 

It would be a very usetul thtng, 
emergency. 1 - ·here 
Sir, for carrying drugs from pace, \\ . . 
the are mixed to places where they are \ery 
urg~ntly needed within the shortest possible 
time and bdore a situation degenerates to 

hopelessn.:ss. . 
Sir it \\· ill also afford the opportumty and 

ossibility of carrying about ou r \'ery rare and 
highlv respected and jealous!~ gu~rded m~dtcal 
talents from where they exrst m abun anc: 
to where they are non-existent and the service, 
o~re most needed and valuable. .-\nd also, 

\"t: r) e· , . ' ~oO • • • • • I -
their roads arc only open tor abuut >~X. ~nont '.' 

, h . 1 t' \\"t: h·1,·t the.;e hchcoptt:r>, o, t c \ ear. · . . . 
Sir the\: can th in \·ery ,·ery cnn\·cnlcllt >pOt> 
car~yi ng supplies and drugs that ar~. n ~ce~sar.~_ 
landing ·at within no more. t:xtell>l\ c .P ac~~ 
that the Ao\\·cr g<lrtkn ot the nospltal. to oupp. 
them their ne.:ds. 

Sir in the t::t::ie of faciht.ning oH.:ccs:> , thi~ i:; a. 
m·;tte'r which :;hould rt:ldi ly commend fltS~I: 
to• the im<la ination of tbe. :.!embers o t I> 

House. T here are plac.::s Ill this f:ederatlon, 
Sir, that ha \·t: no mads <It all. . [ hae . ~:e 
places with only season<ll rflads. open to tr.lth~ 
f r '111\·thinu . ;a,·, from rour to Sl~ month> 
,;:lei 'no' mur~ in the , ·ear. and there are plac~~ 

1. 1 b\· h aoon:; but the water traffic 
surroum ec . '." · ·k . Sir these 
is not only tnhous but ns Y· :. ' . _ 

l do \\.,·tll O(J"' " ,!ltcma tl\ e mc.llh p aces can ·' ' .. 
of tr<lffic acces:>. 

:\ow, o n ~ could readily ;;ly tklt, if \\'lt~r 
and land fail, tht: air can ,;~n·e . But the t:a~
tionalt v accepted means or air traffic IS by t ~ 

I. That S ir calls to r a verv \\ e aerop ane. • · d · 
constructed runway, constructe O\·e~ s~m~ 
\·er . la r<>e area of land, and not mere y an. 
hu? lancl of a suitable character and quat:t\ . 

I . . ·t· 01· tht: cou~<:~ \· ,·ou cannot hnd n ,ome pa1 , · · 1· 
land of that son. So tha: ~olly th~he \copter, 
a \·erv \\·onderfu l and ne\,. ln\·entlon, \\Ould. 

·. . .. t'lmdv and ,-erv \·aluable rehet come 111 a> u • • . . . 

to these our brethren \\·ho are heirS t~ \ cry. 
incom·enient and \'ery unta\·ourable type ot 

land. · d 
s· ~there are se\·e ral ad\·antages to be gam.e 

fro;\he use of helicopters. As I have satd, 
Sir it requires no runway and as a matter 
of t'act what it will cost to const~uct a runway 
will be enough to. buy a hehcopte~. ~nd 
b -· des Sir what tt wtll cost to mamtam a 

e>t d, .. ff and all the \\ orkmen necessary 
aroun sta I d f 1 ld 
~o uicle the aeroplane to . an sa e y ~ou 

.g1 . to the purchase ot a humble hehcop-
easl Y go m · f 0 12 2+ 
ter with a car rying cap<ICltY o 1 ' , 
passenge rs . 

Chief T. T . Solaru ( ljebu West): Where? 
What hel icopter ? 

Mr Akwiwu : Mr Speaker, Sir, I would 
be prepared to invite the hon . Solaru and pay 
his travel expenses to Port Harcourt for h tm 
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to see a helicopter in sen·i c:: ca~ry ing 
passenge rs . I am in no way disappninted 
that a man residing at Ijeb u ,,·ill not 
have the p rivilege of seeing a helic'lptcr 
at work. I bad::n has not h ~cl the pri 1·i lege 
of ha1 ing them. But we, with the successful 
p rosp:ct, have not only seen them, bu t ha1·e 
seen them in their lates t form . (Applause) 
I ask leave of the Speaker to educate Chief 
Solaru to u nde rs tand that we ha·:e seen the 
latest of th ese t ~, ings . (Hear, !tear.) 

[Helicopter Servic.; ) !0 12 

if they will accep t this thing ~ncl not heckle 
unnecessarily. 

T h..: O ppo> ition has ai11 a1·s cha llenged th<.! 
Go1·ern ment of the f .:derat ion ior not taking 
the ini tia ti1·e in any thing they will show to 
the ir cons tituencies. I am putting it to them 
that if they accept this they wi ll go home to 
the ir consti tuency- to Ijebu \\"es t, Ijebu 
Waterside- to te ll them that the Go1-crnment 
of this Federa tion has taken their com·enience 
in to co nsidera tio n and has gone to the very 
great expense of pro1· iding them 11·ith the 
most modern o f 11·orlcl tra1·clli ng iac il ities. 

S ir, the cost of const ructing a road th rough 
the mass ive ::\ iger Delta area would go in to 
purchasing sen: ral helicopters for the useful 
sen·ices of this country, and I commend it, 
S ir, and I do not only commend it in my own 
11·ords, but in the 11·o rds of all thost: who ha1·e 
gone to the very large extent of im·iti ng the 
Headquarters of the Lnited j\"ations and the 
"World Bank. They have seen the wisdom ; 
thev have advised us and I am sure the Go,·ern
me~t is taking the advice in good part and 
fo llowing it up as quickly as it can. 

\Ve hm·e been crying for bette r pos tal 
sen·ices . f I"C nturc to suggest that if we ha1·e 
helicopters in our regular scn·ice they will not 
only pay comme rcia lly but they wil! also has ten 
postal fac il it ies 11·hich we ah1·a1·s en· for. The 
:\ Iem ber fo r fjebu \ \.aterside wili no longe r 
crv and sa1· tha t it takes a lette r twe nt v davs 
from Lag~s to Ijebu \ \"ar..:rside. Let te-rs 
will ge t from L agos to Ijcbu \\"aterside in 
thirty m in utes . 

Sir, there have been clamours for mam· ne11· 
air-fields, new <?_nes to be opened in th is ·coun
try. But reckoning with the expenses of 
constructing the runways, main taining them 
and keeping the g round staff and the great 
speed of the aeroplane, Sir, I feel that it is 
a thing that commends itself that we shoul d 
also think in tenns of means of transport that 
would also do in the air and at the same time 
serve as a very useful, 1·ery economical sup
porte r to the air services we have now in the 
country. 

The helicopter, Sir, wi ll operate economi
cally in this count ry. It will cover conveniently 
shorter spaces than the aeroplane can cover 
within very close range. It can conveniently 
do a distance of 40 miles between Aba and 
Port H arco urt, ~-0 miles between Port Harcourt 
and Owerri, and other distances between 
Owerri , Onitsha and Enugu, and that in saying 
;o I am not only restricting myself to the 
~astern Region, but it will also operate etfec
ively within comparatively near distances 
n other parts of this country. I am only using 
hat as an illustration . The distance between 
badan and Ijebu will be uneconomical fo r 
J aeroplane but it will be most economical for 
te operat ion of a helicopter. I am putting 
as a challenge to those who are jealous that 
r.y have not brought this idea themselves, 
at it would not cost them their next election 

I think, S ir, it will be a 1·ery profitab le 
sc heme and as I ha1·e said before we arc only 
inviting the Go\·ern ment to consider (not to 
go and buy ten of them tomorrow) to consult 
their experts . \Ve know that before you ever 
embark u pon a service like this you ha\·e got 
to consul t your traffic surveyor to find out 
whether the popu lation, passenger and traffic 
p rospects would make it a payi ng concern. 
\ \··e wan t the Go1·ernment to consider this. 
\ \ ·e also want the Government to conside r the 
engineering d ifficulties. What 11·e are asking 
is that they should realise that this matter 
has ber.::.me one which Members of this House 
feel should be explored with a view to seeing 
what can be done. 

Before I go on to finance for this project I 
just want to read, with your permission, the 
views of the International Bank M ission on this 
matter : " There are twenty-eight airports and 
landing grounds in Nigeria, including the 
international airports of Lagos and Kano, the 
latter being an important transit port. \Ve sec 
no need for addit ional airport~." It goes on to 
say: "Nigeria is adequately served by the 
present method of airfields with the exception of 
the N iger-Delta where the terrain does not 
permit the economical constructio'l. of an 
airfield. The future use of he licopters may 
provide economical transportation for 1 he area." 
What more do we want ? I am b::gging the 
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Federal Go,·ernme nt to conside r an~ inves:igat::! 
nainet:r inu ~nd t raffi c prospects wtth a I'"'~ to 

~cUing t h i~ [·louse what is the brest proposa .. 

F . ·ing mav 1·:dl be another m:Jttcr tlnt 
mane . . h t the 
b , dt.scusscd but I am qu Jte sure t a 

can " • · 1 t ourccs from ,,·hich we ge t Ot..< c~p tta . arc no f 
sJ · d p ' ccord ina to the :\ ltmst~ r o ne u . n. o r . · t 
T an· port last , ·car or the year bctore tt coo 
.£~0 QUI) to construct ~ mile of the rathl·ay. If 
· ·' ' £ ' 0 OIJO to co nstruct one stng le mtle of 1t costs J , 1 

"hvav the helicooter cannot co; t mo re t lan 
~~

1

0 or three ti mes this amo.unt .. I t ~~· t il c~s t 
much less . 0-" inety mtles of [ runk .\ toad ' · til 
be extended this year. \\"e ha,·c got a gc ~cro~~ 

. f £ 1 S million from Her :\ lajCSt) s grant o · · ·1 bl ' 
G . . t ' II th is mone1· ts :11·at a " · overnmcn · ·"' · 1 · · 
T he monev s:ll·cd in our wa r bonds and t lmg, : 
\\·h~t mo ~c do 1,_.<.! wan t ? I r~spectfu_ ll y S~) 
that this scheme should commend ttsdt tobtl~c 
Federal Go,·ernmcnt to cons td ~ r tne posst l t
ties of introducing it. 

I beg to mo,·e. 

Mr A. E. Uka tta h (BenJc) _: :\l r Speaker, in 
ris ing to second this :\lotion It ts ncedl <.!~s n~f 
remarking that the :\ lotton speaks for ltse f 
It is qu ite clear as is seen from the ,,·ordmg o 
the i\ Iotion. I hal·e only to mentton first and 
foremost the geographical fac:ors that commend 
this Motion to the sympathettc ~ons ~de ratton of 
this House. T he size of ); tgena ts \ ery 
enormous being some 372,67+ sq. mtles. I t ts 
impossible at pre;;ent for the ratlway to reach 
every part of the country .. In ~st parts of 
N igeria there is not e\·en an mch ot motor road . 
Furthermore, in some parts of the country there 
are frightful hills lying between towns thro.ugh 
which motor t ransport can re~ch _th~ van_ous 
parts. So that many towns extst m tsolatwn. 

Again in the Creek areas of the country such 
motor r~ads as exist up country are absen_t and 
communication is very slow. T here. IS no 
doubting the fact that it is very esse~ttal that 

. part of N igeria should be accesstble. In 
~~~e~ese various geographical di~culties I ha~'e 
outlined above the one ob_nous r~med tal 
measure is the immediate mtroductton of 
helicopter sen·ices. Alrea?y the Shell BP 
C any has shown sufficiently the need for 
th~~~e of he licopters in Nigeria and there can 
be no harm in the Federal Go\·ernment 
fo llowing suit. 

Mr Speaker, the hon. the i\ l o1·erhas exhaus
ted the points I would otherwtse like to touch 

I would onl v like to summarise the 
upon . · d · f h !" copter ach-cmt:~gcs of ~e intro uct10n o c t 

.· . I·"t r ·t t1•1cv 1\·ill help to so h-e the sad sent ccs. , ' • . . I f h 
s ituation of inacc<.:ssibil ity parttcular ~ or t f 
Gol·ernmcnt oflicials and our :\~ tmsters . o 
State. The accessibility of the maccess tblc 
part of the country ,,·ill s trengt~ en the_ oneness 

f Xi(Teria . Helicopter servtces wtll help 
~rem.endous ly in cases of emergency, as ha: bee~ 
mention<.!d by the hon. :\ Iol-cr, part t cu l~rly 
,,·hen it is imperative to . employ the q utckcs t 
means of ensuring immedtate reltef. 

\ Vith these fell' points I beg to second the 
:\lotion. 

Ouest ion proposed. 

The Minis ter of R esearch a?:d Inforn:a
t ion (Chid 1\.ola Balogun) :_ :\ Ir Speak~.r , ~tr , 
I wish to take the opportumty of tim ~lo tiOn 
to sal· one or tll·o things about ~~·ha t Go ve ~ nrr;en t 
has ~lone in respect of the sptnt o~ thts i\ Iot tO n. 
I wish to say, Sir, that the Mtmstry of Com-
munications and .'hiation _has alr~acly two_ltght 
planes fo r the carry ing of mat! tor the );orth. 
T he ph nes ha,·e arri•:e.~ (. --IP_Plause) bu: at 
present the :\ Iinist ry is expecttng the ar rl\ a! 
of pilots f::> r the planes and as soo n as these 
pi lots arril·e it will be poss tble to put the scheme 
into motion. As they are planmng fo r the 
::\orth so also they ha,·e programmes for other 
parts of the country. . . 

But hon . :Vl embers will agree wtth me that tt 
is absolu te!y necessary that . when you are 
tackling a p roject of this magmtude you should 
p roceed in as humble and mtld a manner as 

, "ble No t onlv will other parts of t~e posst . • . . I · Will 
country be served but parttcu ar atten_tton 
be paid to the Creek areas, and the pomt I?ade 
b ' the hon. the M over about the InternatiOnal 
B~k Mission Report has not escaped the 
attention of the hon. the M inister _of <;ob
munications and Aviation. So that ~ t wtll e 
seen by the House that s;over.nment IS alre~d.y 
giving mos~ active constderatwn to the spmt 
of this Motton. 

But the lawyer that is in the hon. Mover has 
come out in this House and has played on the 

. d " to consider" and he says that the 
wor s iVI . . " 'der" operative phrase in this r otton ts to const · 
W ith due respect I want to say t~,at the p~as~ 

h. h 1·s most operative is not to constder 
W IC . · • d . 
b t · the phrase " the tmmedtate m tro uct10n 

u IS . " Now of a network of helicopter ser_vtce~. . J. • 

S ir, Members will find that the tmphcattons of 
that are much more onerous than the hon. 
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!\!over wishes this House to unders tand- ( 4 
1011 lfember · ft 1 k - 11 
I .. · · . ·. · a es a !meyer to catch a 
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a~c_ver)-ancl, tn that respect :\lr Spe· k I 
Wtsh to . . I I . • ol er, 
o f h I". say t ~at t le t ~tro~uction of a network 

~uction_ 0 ~ a nctw~ rk of helicopter sen·ices"
. perh.tps stretchmg the proposition too far 
to r the momc_Q t, because you ha~·e to consider 
these thtngs ~~~ . co nnection with othe r require
me nt: ot the othe r i\Iini~ tries , other depart
ment:; and other servtces m this countn· anJ 

e tcopter :;crvlces tn ,\we ria would not b 
a~ economtc proposition at ~h e present s taae o~ 
~~~ <:lopm<ent of thts pa rtic~r type of air;raft 

le mttta l cos t of hel icopte rs is hig h . ' . E
you oug:ht to bear in mind that we h~ ,:e an 

seat h I" f • a •OLtr
l' er ~ tcopter o American des ign, built under 
ICencc m the Untted Kingdom costs a .· 

conomtc Proar·ttn tll d . . 
. o ' e an It ts not easy to come 

to t!lJS H ouse eve ry now and again and chuck 
nell proJ ec ts mto the Economic Programme. mately £23 000 and the B . -'-h pproxl

cl .. · · ' . ntt :; counterpart 
estgn tn the netghbourhood of £'6 000 ' In v~ew of this, i\Ir Speaker, I hope tha t m 

ho n. Fnend has aclueved h.· b' ·. .Y b . · h' IS 0 JCCtl \ e Ill 

la raer hel · bl J ' · _..,_ ., .tcopter, capa e of carrying abo ut six 
passengws and a limited amount of lu . 
costs 111 the neighbourhood of £50 000 g¥~: 
operatwn of this t}·pe f . · · . ' · . 

r_lll~t~g t IS M otion to the H ouse-which , I 
thlllk, I S to _ge t mformation about what Go,·ern
ment IS dolllg and what GO\·ernnlent d 1 . 0 .urcralt IS restncted 

an. t le servtces _of specially trained pilots and t d · · p roposes 
o o tn furtherance of this scheme-and I 

m:u n tenance eno-meers are tl ec . h . 0 essa ry owtng to 
t c pecultar characteristics of' th · f d d e atrcra t an 

ue to the method of propulsion b ' rotators ' 
the mamtcnance IS also costly. } • 

. .At the present time i\igeria has a network of 
Internal air sen·ices employing small passenaer 
ca rr: mg atrcraft. .. As members are aware th~re 
are regular sen·l(:es to fifteen airports and 
ae roc romes m :\ igeria and there are also 
a~orher etght aerodromes which can be used by 
~ arte r services. In addition in the Northern 

e-?ton there are twenty small landing t . 
wh1ch are used b 1 I" h s nps 
· f f _Y t le 1g t passetwer carryina 

alrcra t o the .:\orthern Region Communica~ 
iJOns Fltght a_nd the light aircraft of the Sudan 
nte:wr MISSion, who undertake commendable 

~~o rk m the medtcal missionary field b carr in 
stck persons to hospital b)· air an ' • . y Y. g 

d . 1 · • w . tansportmg 
:;~ ~~a I supplte~ to remote pans of the territory 

de . e tcopter IS still in the development stag~ 
an It would b~ . more economic and a more 
fr~ctlcal proposttwn to introduce a network of 
1g t passenger carryina aircraft It · 

that in th E " · IS true 
e. astern Region a considerable 

a~~un~ of ?tl exploration work is undertaken 
~Yit t e aid of helicopters. This work is 

hope he wdl be &'ood e nough to withdrall. this 
:\Io tt_on, after havtng atred his ,·iews, and I ho e 
that It wdl not be necessa -y for Cove p · ' rnmenr to 
oppose Jt. I know that he will be good enoug h 
to Wtthdraw. 

Chief T. T. Solaru (Ijebu East) . Mr 
!Speaker, Str, th e hon . the M o,·er of this :\.[o rion 
l:ts d opened himself to ridicule : not ;hat he 

_tr_te . to bnng some reliet to the inaccess ibl e 
at ea:; o_t. thts country but from the very fact 
of ~h\talnt-hearted way in which he mo~·ed it 
a~ . t ~ httle hope of its success which he 
o Ytous y had. H e wanted it to be so much 
that one wonders why he brought it at all. 

f I~ he was talking about the inaccessible parts 
~ t IS country one ,,·ould hal·e expected that 
a e would ple~d for more roads-fo r roads to 
,et_ to them; If he IS talking about the waterside 
areas-the Creek areas-he miaht talk abo t 
water craft .. But to go on "talking abo~t 
hehcopters, JUSt because he h h · as seen one 

ovenng over his home somewhere in the 
Eastern Reg~~~-well, that is why I said he 
must try the grasshopper" t b 
that might be cheaper. ransport ecause 

Sir, it is the unrealistic nature of th. M . 
and the ve f h . IS otwn, 
Fl f rr act t at It can be brought to the 

owever, very costly and cannot be recom~ 
mende~ at the present development sta e of 
the hehcopter as a regular means of transpo~ting 
passengers and mail in the territory. 

• As I said, Mr Speaker, it would be a ver 
• asy matter only "to consl'der" b y 
~ . ecause 

oo_r o this House when we are so 
for tlme:-_that is why I object to this M~~i~~~ 
because It IS unrealistic He talk d b . 
areas b · · e a out some 
h ld ~mg uneconomic-well , of course he 

s ou . ave gone to Mr 1\t!bakogu's school for 
JOV~rnment IS always considering ever 
~osslble aspect of social services in this countrJ. 
ut, as the hon. Member himself knows, to 
~cep_t a Motl?n of this nature, which has far
• achmg lmpltcations-"the immediate intro-

economics, otherwise he would know that-

Mr E. C. Akwiwu (0 1 ) Th " 1· · , . r u : e word unrea 1st1c 1s not there ! 

Mr Speaker · Th · . · . . . · at IS not a pomt of order . 
It 1" a pomt of debate. · 
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Chief Solaru : Th:tnk you, :\Ir Spt:aker. 
I was saying that the hon. ;\!ember could ha1·e 
gone to :\[r :\lbakogu 's school for some 
lec ture on econom ics. i\ow that he has heard 
that the cheapest helicopter, carrying as few as 
four passengers , is go ing to cost bl.!tll·een 
£20-30,000, perhaps he will realise how un
realistic is his dema nd, or request, that we 
should co1·er this country with a network o f 
helicopter sen·ices. -

It would appear that he was trying to do good 
to inaccessible areas and hospitals but I 
wonder what par t of this country 1rould ha1·e 
hospitals 11·ith no road access to them ? :\'ow, 
that is one of these things that hang in the air 
these thi ngs that sound so well but ha1·c no 
firm foundat ion . 

Well, it seems to me, S ir, that the G o l·c rn
ment will rescue us from people who b ri ng 
this kind of :\lotio n to the H ouse, merely to 
waste the time of the H ouse. Of co urse, "·e 
oppose. 

Mr E. C. Akwiwu (Orlu) : S ir, I sho uld 
just like to tell the ho n. M ember that m:: ha1·e 
hospitals in Brass 11·ith no roads to them at all. 
Bur I ha1·e no do ubt, S ir, that the subject 
matter that "·as behind this ;\lotion has bee n 
noted and I just wish to say that I am g lad 
that the Go1·ernment has taken note of m y 
remarks. 

jl,;fotion by lea·t·e withdrawn. 

D.n!AGE TO YA~I CROPS BY B EETLES 

Mr F. U. Mbakogu (Awka) : :\Ir Speaker, 
Sir, I beg to move the Motion standing in my 
name : Th::t this House expresses deep 
sympathy to the fa rmers as a re>ult of damage 
done by beet!ts to their yam crops and asks 
the Minister of Research and Information to 
make available to these farmers the results 
of experiments so far carried out. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the purpose of this Motion 
is quite clear. 

The first is to express the sympathy of this 
House with the farmers at home whom we 
rep resent here over national agricultural calami
ties of last year, particularly to yam crops . 

Last year there was a heavy damage to yams 
by an insect called beetle. It was nation-wide, 
wherever people in this country farm the crop 
called yam. At first, I thought it was only in 
my own Division that the damage occurred. 
Afterwards I learned through the papers and 

th rough the cry of Obi , .-\ mobi l l o f Ogidi, 
11·hen he opened his atta.:k on the G o vcrnml.!nt 
to do something to ease the s ituat ion which was 
fac ing the farmers. 

The second purpose of th is !\Iorio n, S ir , is 
to i!11·ire the G o1·ernmcnr to do so mething 
tangible to help these fa rme rs to check furth er 
appalling devasta tions to yam crops in the 
curr~nt year. If damage was dune last year 

· and something is nor done to check it, the re 
will be further in roads into the yam crops, and 
the L!rmers will in terprere it to me:m that the 
Go1·ernment is not taking any interes t in the ir 
wel fare . 

T imes without numbe r in this House 
:\Iembers have cried a lot that the Go1·ernmcnt 
is forgetting the rur:tl areas . Farm ing is the 
o.:cuoation o f those who live in the rural areas, 
and i'f Government 1vill do someth ing to come to 
their resClle in th is calamity it will be ve ry m Ltch 
apprec iated. 

I ha1·e mentioned tha t the destruction was 
nat ion-wide and that has brought about sho rtage 
of 1·ams, and the farmers also ha1·e los t one of 
the-ir s0urces of income from which they get 
c:m1i ngs to pay th~ir taxes. I know they m ust 
pay the ir taxes, of course, bur it will not be 
wi thout hardship. Seed yams 11·ere destroyed 
and big yams were also destroyed. 

\\'hen I vis ited my Division after the .August 
Session last year, I was taken round to the barns 
of farmers ·.•; ho showed me heaps of yams which 
were altogethe r useless. T hey were hollow 
here and there, so that there was nothing 
ac tually to be taken ou t of so many of them. I 
ha1·t: mentioned the economic effect which it 
brought and which could be described as poor 
food production. We all know that food is an 
important element in the existence of human 
beings. As the beetle has destroyed one of the 
sources of income of the farmers they have had 
to cry to the Members of this House, and 
through them, to the Go1·ernment to bring them 
a relief. 

L ast .August I asked a question in this H ouse 
about this yam beetle damage. I asked whether 
the :\Iinister was aware of what happened and 
whether any step had been taken to inves tigate 
it, and what had been the decision of the 
Minister with regard to helping the people to 
stamp out the cause of damage to their yams. 
The :.VIinister replied: "Experiments have 
been proceeding since 1950 on poss ib le insecti
cidal contro l of yam bee tles (Heteroligus species) 
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w ith some promise of success . Th is year 
experi ments arc in progress in all Regions and 
in the Easte rn Region arc sited at :\"nob i, Ob:t 
and Owbulu in Onitsha Pr,) ,·incc and at Bodo 
in R i,·e rs Pro,·ince. Satisfacton· reductions in 
the amount of damage done h:~1·~ been obt"incd 
by tre~ting seed yams before planting wi th 
va rious insecticides. .-\ t p resent tl:e mos t 
cffecti1·e insec ticide is a dust co ntaining 0.+5 
per ce nt Gamma BH C. Experiments a rc now 
in prog ress to tes t other insecticides in the hope 
of fi nding one which is cheaper, m c>rc dl.:c t i1·.: 
and in other ways suitable for recomme nding to 
farmers." 

by Beetles ] 1020 

\Yhen that ques tion was ans11·cred last year 
th ere were supplementary q uestions from all 
sides of the H o use-from the \res t, the East 
and some parts of the Xorth-and 11·c did not 
rccei\·e an\· satisLtctor: answe:. 'The ~Iin i.,;r~ r 
sa.id here . that the results oi the experiments 
which had been conducted in th e past 11·oL1U 
be m::de a1·aila ble to the fam1 c rs, and that 
new sources of t reatment were on hand. Bu t 
I can assure the M inister t hat in my 011·n 
Di vision nothing has been done at all and this 
is the plan ting season. People are already 
planting their yam crops and if the seed yams 
arc not treated-according to the rep ly the 
l\Iinis ter ga1·e last year-it means that the 
whole th ing wi ll occur again. W hile this 
destruction is stil l undergo ing another type 
of experimen t which will be cheape r and 
more effect i1·e I wou ld ad1·ise the :\Iinis ter 
that m y Di1·ision wants him to com·er to 
them the results of the pre1·io us experincent 
which concerned t reating seed yams before 
plan ting . 

I hope that the :\ Iin ister \\·ill not fail th·~ rura l 
ar.:oas in this case . He should do e1·eryth ing 
poss ible: to hdp them by heeding t heir cries 
and making a1·ai lab le to them the resul ts of 
the cxperinwnts so far carried out. I am sure 
that if this step is not effecti1·e these peo ple 
will not quarrel with the i\Iinister if he promises 
that he wi ll gi,·e them a m ore effect i1·e and a 
chc:tper res ul t in due cou rse. 

.\ I r Sp~:~ker, I beg to move. 

Mr C. 0 . K o m olafe ( IIesha): l\ I r Speaker, 
S ir, I beg to second . Yam is to us as potatoes 
are to the E ngl ish peop le. I t may not occu r 
to many :\ Iembers that yam is a staple food to 
us in Yorubaland. I t is from yam that we 
deri1·e what "·e cal l lyan or pounded yam. 
.-\ s a matter of fact, the Go1·ernment has given 
far too much attention to cash crops such a; 

cocoa and palm produce 11·ith neglect for ou r 
food crops . If one has mone:: ::nd docs not 
h;ll·c food , I wonder how one will be abk to 
exist. On e cannot swallow one'; money. 

Si r, the Go1·ernmen t seems to forget that 
there are many parts of the land of this cou n try 
not suitab le for cocoa g rowing. In my own 
father's fann there are about twen ty acres 
of land not good fo r cocoa p roduction. And 
to-dav we are told of a kind of 11·onn or beetle 
that has been caus ing ra1·ages to yams. \ Ve 
are asking in this :\Io tion, Sir, that the Govern
ment should come to the rescue of the poo r 
fa rmers li\·ing in the ru ral areas. I hope 
tha t the resu lts of the experiment that has 
been going on in the :.\Iinistry of Research an d 
Information will bring a di rect and favourab le 
im pact on the labours of the farmers in the 
rural areas. W e were told that the resul ts \\·auld be 

conveyed to the Agricultural D epartm ent of 
the Regions. I do not think that if those 
results had been m ade available to the Agricul
tural D epartment of the Eastern Region my 
own Di vis ion would ha1·e failed to receive 
any amount of sympathy. Therefore I am 
asking the Minister to remember that he 
himself comes from a rural area. \ Ve have 
very few things which directly concern the 
rural areas. A number of these t hings do 
concern t hem, but thev do no t know that 
these things concern them in one way or 
another, and this particular case of destruction 
Jf their sou rce of income and livelihood shoul d 
Je treated with the u rgency and attention th1t 

So that we want the Government to adopt 
this iYiotion , and at the same time to allow us 
to operate by coming to t he rescue of the 
fam1ers. The beetles are doing a lot of d amage 
to the crops, and the farmers whose main 
work is yam farming are becoming discouraged. 
If we encou rage the g ro wing of yams and 
provide for a m eans o f checking these pes ts 
that are causing damage to the yam produc ts , 
it w ill increase the growth of yam, and at the 
same time d ecrease the culti1·ation of ga rri
because garri has really not m uch nu tritious 
value. (Interruption.) . . .. . . 

t deserves . 
So many health officers h~1·e decried the 

eating of gJrri. T he h ig h percen tage of 
calories in yam is not . to be compared with 

(534) 

House of R epresentatives Debates 

102 1 [Damage to Yam Crops 19 l\1.-\.RCH 1957 by B eetles ] 1022 

what l·ou get fro m other root crop;, lik e cassa\a~ 
So tiwt if l·ou gil·e encouragement t? t \~ 
farmers tcJ a.row more yams on thelr ta r m~~ 
de finit e !~- th"e cu!ti1·ation of the countr_v ". ~ It ' 
improl-c, and not only 1mpro1·e, but 1t II~. 
help the farmers to be ab le to pial· the1r part>: 
because --~; of farmers m the rura l . area~ 
depend on the amount of money t~e: ear 
fro m the \·ams produced on their farms, to 
pay the ir u:-;es, annually. . 

So th at ,,.e wish the G ol·ernmenr \•:til no t 
. 't thi s :\lotion, ,,.e \l·ish they mil accept lt, 

reJec . t on w hat b~t at the :;ame time pu t Into opera 1 , 
11-e demand in the ;\lotion. 

· • t ·3. n1 ~c:1 so · 1 , by furth er tes ts clunng tne nex '- •.. 
the end of which , h 'JWel·cr, lt slvJuJ,l be 
possible to issue a definite statement un the 
su bject. 

The House w ill recall that th is matter was 
Cl · f J I G Omu the i\ Iemhe r referred to bv ue · · · · ' 7 1 :\I ·--h 

for -\saba Cn the H ouse on the t 1 : a , c I ' 

and .I ha:-~ been explai ning_ t'• him tha: ~,-h1._e 
I fulh· sl·rnlJathi>e ll· ith h:; r;_-:. pltl ence t·>· ~n· 

• · · , • , 11 · ' '>rt wdl •l'Jt r'iief resea ;·ch 1n a matter o r .. _, , _ . J' 
b~ f~'lloll·ed beyond th e pace ·>t nanu·e _Ltse t. 
T hi;; is, of course, the pr:>s1ti fJ .l, and It ' ·. dl be 
readih· appreciated that prell!ature 'ad I lCl c to 

h f. to take rneas :res r> a,ec on 

\ \"ith these remarks, :\ Ir Speaker, I 
support. 

t e armers . · . · . d . -e 
inadequate im·estrgat!Oa may. ' ' ell o .m_ ~ ~-

beg t•) da maae than the pes t tt;;ciL .·' cannot, tn~.c-l 
c "' : ·mmed ia te relt e, but I can a"u ,o re prom,se l< , , . I t' e 

Ouestio11 brr;posed. 

~he Mi~ i s t er of R esearch a n d In forma
tion (Ch ief Kolall·ole B,lJogun) : l me to mole 
the Amendment on the Order Paper, T o 
I t from "E'"pt"l. men ts' ' to the end and ea1·e ou ·' ' · .. · .,·. .. ·1 · 
add "r\ s soon as the,e ha l·e been ,~ , ~o .. 1c,o n : 

I d d " T he effec t of tillS .-\mendment, cone u e · h .; . h of 
Mr S peaker, ll·i ll more or less m eet t e '' ·" 
the i\ IOI·er of th is :\lo tion . T he onh· d ifference 
is that as the hon. :\ Iol·er ll·ishe:o:, we l':ant to 
do aood to the farmers ; we don't want, b: 
anv ''hast\· action, to do any ha rm to! themld. 

. 1 . that \"OU S 10U I 1:emember the usua saymg_. · · . 
1 

• 
rather be fair than generous, lf you can h~.p lt . 
The text to which this Motion refers lS tJ:e 
matter of the yam beetle. T hts pest has, m 
f ct been receivina the attentw n of t he 
; ed,e ral De~rtment "'of Agricu!tural Resea:ch 
in co-operation with the \\ estern Reg1on 
D epartm ent of Agriculture for some time . 

In Mav b st vear, the labo ratories Superin
tendent of the -Entomological Branch of the 
F edera l D epartment of Agricultu ral Research , 
vis ited Asaba with the farmers on the spot , 
regarding emergency m easures, and prior t~ 
that, experimental work on t_he control o 
this pest has already been put 111 hand. !he 
experiments relate to the use of vanous 
insecticides applied to the ~eed g~rms . at 

Ian ting . O ne se ries of expenments IS bem g 
~nde rtaken by the F ed~r~ l . Research D epart
ment in the Onitsha Dlvlslon, and I under
stand that a similar series is being la1d down ~y 
the ·western Departmen t ~f .-\gncu ltur~ . m 
Benin P ro,· ince. T he expenments hal'e gll·en 

. 1 b t "t 1- cons1dered encouragma resu ts, u l " b 
des irab le that th is should be confirmed y 

"II, the ~ · [o,·e r of the :\lot ion t \ a t n 11·1 assu re . " h ··'I 
D t ' of '\o-ricul tural Re;e:u-c " 1· 

epartmen .. th.e ~1atter it; u rgent at te:Hi•Jn , 
contJn ue to .£! 1\ e . ---. ·I . · ~ ' . 
. J - ·oon -as anv reasonab il· sa te con~ .1>1 J .~>. 
an a,, · . 1 k h ·e -·

1
J· - o t b . h. . d 11·11 ma . .., t e r ,, ,, ha1·e een ac 1e1 e , · . . • , ··hi·' 

the experiments known as 11"1 ·.ell· a, po,,L. 'i 
ll"ith . the co-operation of the Reg:ona 
.-\gric~ltu ral Departments . . 

:\ Ir Speaker, I wish to take adl·an tage of this 
:.\I;tion to men tion to the_ H ou>e tha t there lSb a 
sv·tem ll·herebv some ot the>e thmgs can ~ 
"'h. . d I t i; q u ite proper to bnng some ot 

ac 1e1e · . H . but I 11·om 
these requests to th1s hon . oase, , ~ d 

. t out tha t the people who are mo, t an 
to pom h" th , fir·t larae lv concerned \l·ith t rs m atte r, In " , 
. e ' e the Reaion al Aar icultural Departmstance, ar " " f 
ment and we hal·e an elaborate system o 
collaboration with t he Regions on this matted 
throuah so many techm cal co_mmr ttee:., an 
then d1ev have the Council of :-latural Res~ur

T his Council meets at least once a )ear, 
~~~we have opportunity of ex_am ir:in1 PJ?ble~s 
from all parts of the F ederatwn, m e u _m g the 

B t I want to emphasu;e t e Cameroons . u h . 
oint that . it is not on ly yam t a t we are 

lnterested i~ with regards to the fiu;ure of t~e 
but also in thinvs like corn. you go o 

c;I~~·r Plantat ion at r"badan, you w ill find that 
. there to find out how we can get a we are trvmg B j a· · 

-. f corn and the sam e at a eg,1 , better van ety o • · · f · 
. t find better vanet1es o nee, we are trymg 0 · h '00 

h f ·t At Badeaa1 more t an J and t e rest o 1 · oo ' . d 
. f r ice have been expenm en te upon. spec1es o 

I want to say that everything is bein~ don~ 
b th Aar icultural D epartment, partlcu larl~· 
ai l\ lo~r Plantat ion , to see that he lp_ls g~l·efi :o 
the .-\gricultu ral D epart m ent, but m t e ro t 
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in stJnL·e it is the :\ gricultural Departments of :\gricultural Department that the depart ment 
the Regions ''"ho ca n be of immediate benefit in 11·as not acccssibk to the ord inary farmer:; and 
this respect. \\.hat \\'C get by means of the reply \\"C had all alo ng was that this dcpart
resear,;h 11·c pa;,; on to them, and it is these ment 11as making experiments . [t 11·ould 
peop le 11·ho go to the farms to work 11· ith th ..: ':'.appcar th.H the e ~ perirr.ents that ha1·e been 
f;~rmer;, and it is only natural to expect that .~oiug on all alo ng these years han: not been 
this typt: of r<.:lationship ,,·ill be kept up . fruitful of results, so that 11·hen bectks ha,·e 

So [ II':IJ~to a> sure the hon. ;,\ kmbcrs that attacked our yams, or any other insects ha1·c 
the G oH:rnment 1s sympathct1c \\"lth the pcopk attacked our crops, the .·\ gricultural Department 
ll'ho arc sutfcring from this yam beetle, but has no remedy. [ t is still embarki ng upon 
like c1·crything that has to do 11·ith nature, it is ex pcriments. This ll'<ndd hcn·e been an oppur
not easy to cure it o1·crnight. 1 hope that the tunity and a time that the :\.g ricultural Depart
han. :\lo1·cr ll'ill accept this :\mcndmcnt to the ment 11·oulcl he able to gi1·e us the benei1t of 
l\[otion. because that " ·ill go a lo ng 11·ay to 11·hat they had dcri1·ed f;·o m their past cxperi -
sat isfy his objccti1·e . Sir, [ beg to mo1·c . ence. 

The ::v!inister of Communications and \l'e are prepared to accep t the explanation of 
the \[ini ster of Research and Information, but 

Aviation (D r K. 0. :\[ badill·e): I beg to II"C 11·ish to make it kno ll'n that this research 
second. had started e1·en,before the Federal Go,·ernment 

.-lmeudmml pr"poseJ. 

Mr M.A. Ajasin (01m South): :\[r Speakn. 
Sir, 11·hat I had 11·antecl to sa1· has actuall,- been 
coYerecl b1· the ho n. the :\iinister. It ·is this 
that I 11·anted just to give the :\ [o,·er of the 
M otion a little bit of my experience in that 
some time last 1·ear some members of 1111· 
constituCnC\· COrnolained about these \';Hj1 
beetles destroying their yams. I got in touch 
11·ith the .-\g ricultural Otficer in charge of the 
Pro,·ince, and all at o nce the .-\gricultural 
Officer took up th e matter and started 11·i h 
cxperimen:; 11·hich benefitted the people . 

So I : hink that instead of coming here to 
11·asre the time of this H ouse by b ringi n~ this 
:ype of :\ Intion th is man should ha1·e taken up 
.he matter " ·ith the .-\gr icultural Officer in 
:h ~rg~ of his Pr~ince. If he has failed then 
1e could ha1·e come to this House. :VIr Spea
:er, that is \\'hat r wanted to point out. 

Chief J. I. G. Onyia (Asaba) : Mr Speaker, 
: is a pity that some Members here are intole
mt. Because all men think, all men mutter 
>r themselves. \Vhen certain people are 
1tfering in certain parts of the country I think 
:her people ought to be sympathetic. 

I support the amendment and, in doing so, 
wish to make certain observations. The 

>Ser,·at ions are these. I realise that the 
~ricultural Department has been in existence 

this country for o1·er forty years, and 11·e 
:retold that the Agricultu ral Department has 
en making experiments on local crops all 
·ough these years. There were occasions 
en public opinions 11·crc raised against the 

orne into existence. It started e1·en at the 
time the Go1·ernment of :\igeria 11·as run under 
unitary form of Go1·ernment. 

\\'e ha1·<.: not got this :\lotion here 11·i th a 
Yicw to blame the Federal Go,·ernment, or 
with a ,-icll· to clepri 1·e the Regional G01·ern
ments of their authoritv. But it- is with a 
1·iew that we may be abie to find out ll'hether 
the Federal Go,·ernmcnt had alrea<.IY inherited 
some experience of th e past go,·e(nments to 
help the poor farmers at this stage. .-\nd 11·c 
ha,·e satisfied ourseh·es no11· in realising that 
the Federal Go,·ernmcnt as no11· const ituted 
has inheri ted practically nothing from the old 
go,·ernments. 

The Minister of Research and Informa
tion (Chief K oht11·ole Balogun) : Point o f 
explanation, Sir. I am sorry, I think that the 
hon. Member will ha1·e to withdraw that later 
on because that will not be fair to all the 
governments of this country over the years. 
I do not think there is any thing in my speech 
which has suggested that we have nut inherited 
anything from the knowledge of the pre,·ious 
governments. Rather, Sir, I said that in 
connection with this particular case of the 
yam beetle the knowledge which has been 
acquired and which is growing from day to day 
cannot yet be released because it is unwise at 
the present time to do so. (Interruption. 
Chief Ouyia resumes his seat). 

Mr Speaker : Order, order ! Has Chief 
Onyia finished his speech or not ? 

Chief Onyia : No, Sir. I was about to 
wind up. Well , I withdraw the remark I 
made. 
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Mr J. G. Ademran ( l ba an ' ~st . .. .' ~ E ,\ ; TER:\ REcto:-.-
. cakcr Sir. [ am glaJ tO hear t n~ \[tnbtCl . . . k s· 

::>f R~se,;rch and Infornution cxpbinin~ to th1s Mr E. C. Akwl\I'U (Orlu): :\lr Spc.J er,_ · t~ , 
~ [ou>..: that research is being. clone i:1 . the ! .ri>c to mo1·c the:\ lo:l()n stand1ng ~~ _m~F~~:~l 

· . I' Ltt :-iir wh..:n that 1s so, 11.11, do l hat thts Hou~c c.1lb upon t e 
Re•nons. ' . · • ' f · · · l'lletkttclv the .,.~11"l,.t: to ,·o te <uch a hucre sum o r' money or G o1·crnmcnt to tn l·e:;t lga te tn · 1 · E. . . • 
1~,~ric~ltu ral rescc~rch ? 

0 
extens ion of the rai\ll·ay hn<: 111 t 1<.: • a:ncr Jo 

'"'The l'v1inister of Research and Informa- Rcg1on as tollu11·s : 
tion: Point of <.:xplan<ttion , Sir. I am _ sorr~ , (a) :\ba-O ro n . 
. . 'tf so1ne o f the thlncrs I satd th1s (b) Enugu- .-\ ll·ka-Ontt;ha 
1 t <eems as = b ' 0 1 C 1 · 
111

,;rn in(T were no t heard . I an'. so:·:·y a out (c) .-\"·ka- r u- mua _Ha _ 
that. b~t [ nc,·er s;tid anything about rcsc~rch (d) .-\ 11·ka-Orlu-011·ern -:\ ba 
bein!:! don..: cxclusi,·cly by the Re_gwns. \ \-ha: Sir, in mov ing this :\[ot ion, I do hope that th..: 
l h:l\"C told this hon . House thts .r.1orn tn_g ts 11.ordina of the :\lotion "·ould be rc~arcle? a, 
that 1n.: h;ll·e collaboration ll'tth _:'c. RegtOns beina l ~ss contro1·c rsial than the 11·ordmg ot ~he 
in resea rch matter~. \\'e hcti'C tc::1:,:..:<tl com-_ pre,·ious one [ mol·_ed. Si r, [ \\'OUI~, say _m:n 
mitto:es on top ot II"IHch t; the Coctncl l fOI there is a lot o f clitterence bet\n:een co notLk.~ 
'.:antral R..:sourcc.:s, a01 LI that tt meet; . fro m the im mediat~ · · and "co nsider unmechat~h· . 
·. . . · !'13t ' rC'i.:'1"'h3Ctl l"lti CS . . I . mne to ttme to co-01, u c , -·~ ,. S Sir in mo1·inu th1s :\Iutton. am respect -

.. · '1"1 t · .. ,-hat I ln1·e <o•d ~1r. ~o . · ' "' G ·d~ r in ::\ JO'Cl'l<l. 1a Is ' ~ ' -::: · ·\ . h . t' II . b ·inuina to the o1·ernmcnt to co nst ' 
o . "\[ ::, )•. 1k .. r ~ ... \ I Wt \: U \ 1 o o · » d"' 

Mr Ademran : : r I c .. ' • ;· .. · .• · . . tl e · tll·o expressio ns "in1·est1gate an tmrne-. 
hon. the :\linistcr ot Research ana IntodrmaTttol ~ 11· te" Sir the nucstio n of the extenstOn o t 

I . d h' I d ~o· undc"· tan 1<: c Ja . • ' " h b. has exp ame . t 1s . o · ' . ,, · · .. t Rail\\'al·s in this country has been t e su JCCt 

Point is that tf the f- ederal C ol ernmentl~> noh matter. o t' some :\lotions in th is House p re -
. d k . · r" ·e·1rch I appea tot c · 1 s· h aoma to un erta e an~ "~ ' · 

1 
. 1 . . .· .1 . lf I re membcr correct Y 1r, t e 

~ o c the mone,· ~~- 1\C 1 ~ ~ 'tu u ~ I . h ' [_;. J 
Go1·ernmcnt to trans.cr . . fi ,·1 t'on that came befo re t ts -,ouse mat.c 

· -' I R on · rst · 0 1 · II · I no\\· hell1g 1·otcu to t 1c egt "· . h ··take uf drawincr habttua y ll'tt 10Ut 
M b · H J, .. ·not s·ud so t e m~> o . , 

Several hon. . em ers · c .. ~,_ ~-- . · , · ai,·ina the G u,·ernmcnt any chotec ll' ll<ttsoel·cr 
Chiefs. L. Akmtola (Oshun \hot)_· \\ell, ~nd a~suming Sir, that the G o,·ernment had no 

I think I agree wholehearted!~ "lth th~ intentions o f making any in,·estlgattans whate1·er 
\Iinister and I would have JU:;t a ." o rd 0 f nd whate,·er the public, commerctal and 
~olacc to those ll'ho hal·e been the nctuns o :nainecring possibilities might be, that the 
· · b l . From the Jraument 0 ld · 1 . t up the these feroctOus eet c~. . ' . 0 . , Go,·ernmem shou s1mp ~ ge t up, pu . 
on the Floor of this H ouse tt s~emo that th<: R 'I"·a,· \\'he•her possible or lmposstbk. I 

· · ne but we al ' ' · · h fi l\l · 
11

-ar has been ,·cry. ,·er'l,' senou~ o • h think that 11-as the etfect ot t e rst ottOn. 
I · th·lt the attack of t e h ' ha1·e one conso atton, ' d . Th ther Motion that was aareeable to t ts 
b , quite as e1·astatmg as e o o h 

beetles has nJt een . I . . .1 · ch d and generous Go,·ernment, 11·as t e one 
:1-e have _ be~n ( eel to behe,·e. ~o~::fe· ~~ 1~he ~,0~ich called upon ~he Go,·ernment to accept in 
ts the pnnclpa. dlet of hon . . K~ h t tl~e ver . rinci lethe idea ot the extenston of our present 
1-ictim of these beetles, I thmk t a 

1 
Yf ~ .1 p s In this Motion drawing the atten

person of the hon. Member is an ocul ar Hpro~ s t' at "oaf ~he Gover~ment 'to the question of 
I b l ha not won the batt e. e 1 wn . . . f d' 

that t 1e eet e. s f h f f the nutritious inl·cstigation of the poss tbtltty o exten mg a 
the pwmmficatto~ o _t e proo 0 · . Railwa s ·stem satisfactorily to the country, 
,·alue of Jyan, whtch 1s made from ;a~· l'ft t . ar/ a\\)are of the fact that already there ts 

Question, That the tcords propose< to e c ou II e e extension work in some part of the 
be left out, put aud agreed to . ~~~ntry: But, Sir, in this particular one, we 

Proposed words there added. . d .· h to draw the attention of the Government 
. ded p·tt and a·'l ce to. "IS . · h Nlai11 Questwn, as ~men • ' . _ -> d e to the extension of the Ra1lway system 111 t at 

Resolved, That thts House expre,~eJ ~"'~ articular part of this country, wl_1ere no 
svmpathv to the farmers as a result 0 am h"" P ·estl. aation has so far been done smce the 

• I · p · and asks t e tn' o · h · done by beetle to t 1e1r yam cro , . ake be inning of the Railway system m t ts 
"\linister of Research and Informatton _to m . c ~ntrv As a matter of act Sir, the only 
~Yailable to these farmers the results ?t!. experll~ ·~ ~~-~ ·t·I: ,:Jtiun that was clone took pbce in the 

h h . b n -att< ·teton I· lo ,, o ' . . h d b 
ments as ;;oon as t ese a\ e ee , .. ' · llJlO's and, because ot the slump, 1t a to " 

concluded. 
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abando ned . I t did not <:ome to a c I . 
i11 Eas tem R egio11 ] 1028 

If l may S'\'' ' s· . . . one USIOn. 
M . . · : >O , If, It 1s as exemplified in the 
. Otlon, a_ does extend to places tha t hal·c: l·er . 
ghr~at Slgmficance, national!\· and other\\' ise i~ 

light ~~ ·!latsoever that the scheme will be frust
~atc;.rl there IS no efficie nt system to connect 
rc. Ius needs also the most ur cnt and 
de,·oted atte!ltion of the Go1·crnment.g . _ t IS country. · · 

I Sir, I ll'ish to emphasi:,e clearly the etTcct of 
t le _Jn\'(:StJgatwn. One cannot e.'\pect a res
pon, tb le Go1·ernmcnt mere!\· on the f h L£ • request o 
t e r ouse, or a Member of the Hous 
undertake a 1·e . · e, to . d . ry .cxpensl\·e 1·entu re 11·ithou t 

I_n giving the Government scope within 
whtch to exerc_ise their reasonabl e disc ret ion 
1\ C are suggestmg that they should be repre~ 
sented but I wou ld also suggest th at even on 
~he engmeermg side there will be no engineer
Ing problem whatsoc:'\'er. It is a flat count 
~nee you hal·e got beyo nd the Mill iken Hill rr~ 
~nugu, you have fl at country to deal with 

a equate ml·esugatwn. The Government ll'ill 
certamly, before taking anv decision of tl 
extenswn of the Raih1·a1· 51·stem will h ~e 
to_ sa tisfy them£eh·es on certain po~s ibi' l't' _ale 
WIJJ ha · t · f · · I le>, It 1 e o sat1s v ltselt also on the en · . ·b·t· · · gmecnng possJ I ltles of the undertaki n<> a d .. l I 
q. · · f · . . " n 11 It 1 t 1e 
~e:uo n o Im·estlgatJ On possibilities. I th ink 

Si rll,h~ populatton of the places in quest ion, as 
II c . 'd~~> the amenities, will stand l·en· serious 
con,I eratlon. · 

I n the_ l\IIL>tion as it is Sir, I will l·enturc 
to subma that, as far '!S the pop ulation is 
concerned, the network sug"'csted can be ~ d 
~~ ·antmg. I would, thereFc;"re, like to Sal~ u;ir 
tnat the network which has been • d b · · suggeste to 
e ml·esugated, will col·er a population of 

between 2 to 3 million people and that mi ht 
11 ell be a very conservati1·e estimate. g 

. Sir, I will not assume the role of bein the 
JU?ge of t~e Leader of the Oppositiong but 
gomg on Sir I wdl say that if this Railwa is 
contr~cte d, the G~vernment will not !nl 
fi~d that the exceedmg population will patro: 
n.se an d support the svstem but 't .. 11 1 fi d · 1 · · ; • I II I a so 

n Hse f explor.mg one of the most productive 
areas of this cour•ry vVe ha"e S . d 

~ · • I~ secon 
to none, the palm produce beaches of Oguta 

~?le~s fl ~_t ness has !ts own engineering problems: 
Ir, It \1 dl be easier than digging through the 

rocks that pass through Abeokuta and Ogbo
rr:osh~: (Laughter). The point of I'ebu 
sater,Ide will b e completely absent . So Jthat 
-~·· - It IS a thing that commends it>elf to all 

SI c, of this House. It will cost us ver ver 
little _comparatrvely speaking. Very fla( lanJ 
Srr, lt wrll help and ensure that o . . , . . ' ur new 
~' ate[ways system, whtch we arc about to put 
mh. a ot of money, has a most beneficial use to 
t IS country. 

I Sir, before ! wind up I will say this, that 
b lay emphas is on thrs word "investigate " 
e~ause records show that the histo ' f 

Rarlway Investigation in this countrv r~s oa 
matter of the remote past and the fa.ct that 
~ead ~o the decision in the 1920's can hard! 

e sard to be good to-dav and for the be ne-fi~ 
of the House ~ir, with y;ur permiss ion I wi ll 
~ecou~t a few mstances-\Ve got investi ation 
m 19-4 to 1_927, when the possibility of ~xten
dmg _the ~arlway to Wukari, Sokoto a d z . 
was mvestr t d h s· n ana h h ga e • t en • rr, the conclusion was 
t bat ~ ere was no traffic potentiality it was 
a an oned. and within the same period Sir 
the extensiOn betwee?- Kaura Namoda ancl 
the North East was Investigated A . 

and Or!u, we also have, second to none th 
very prosperous palm oil use collected thro~Igh~ 
)Ut the networ~ suggested. As far as that 
.s concerned, Sir, we have got the Escravos 
3ar there, of wluch the Government and this 
'louse have readily agreed to vote a 

eco · · . · gam no 
192~omic potenti_a!tty. In the years between 
h band 1927 ~Ir, t~e only investigation that 

as. een. ma_de m this part of the countr is 
:~~~vestrgati~n ~arried out ~etween Um~o
I and_ 01\·ern, no conclusiOn was reached ,trgc: su_m of money. \Ve also have in ~:~~ 

he proJects for t~e deepening of the Niger 
nd the Benue, wah a view to making them 
ear oce:m :ra_ffic. We also have Sir other 
reat P?ten~rahties but it needs very great 
(ploratron m the Imo River It · . · rs a very 
nportant Rn'er Sir in the Eastern Rea' 

IS a R h' h oWn , n·er to w rc no expert learnina has 
:en del·?ted and with the creation of the 
1land \-\ aterwavs Department th . ; , ere rs no 

0~ ~~": :~d to have been ~bandoned becaus~ 
th I . mp. The occaswn has passed for 

e . nqurry to be resumed also Sir ~ h 
gratrfication of the Leader ;f tl1e 0 or. ~ e 
Ife d 0 d . pposrtwn 

an n o were Investigated, no conclusions. 

. Chiebf S. L. AkintoJa (Oshun West). That 
Is too ad. · 

. Mr E. C. Akwiwu : In the same 
Srr Oturkpo, Katsina Ala Enuau period 
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Abakaliki were investigated and abandoned. 
Why ? Slump. This slump has affected this 
aspect of Go1·e rnmental act ivities, it is a very 
bad thing. ":. 

Silting suspended. 

S it ting remmed. 

Mr E. C. Akwiwu : :\!r Speaker, 
Sir, in the period between 1927 and 1928 an 
investigation was made to the extension of the 
Railway, anti in 1928 especially an investigation 
was made into an extension from lbadan-Owo
Yelwa-Jega ; this was abandoned on the ground 
that there was no high productivity prospects. 

Sir, in 1930-31 an extension into an area 
bet\l·een Lafia and J os was also carried out and 
the conclusion was that the cost was prohibitive, 
and that commercial acti,·ities there were ';ery 
doubtfu l. 

In bringing this Motion, Sir, I am grateful 
for one fact, and that is the experience we ha1·e 
of the bigge r countries, like Canada, I ndia, 
America, and the United Ki ngdom, which has 
gone to show that money spent on exte nding 
rai lways, or the building ur· rai~ 11 ays, i·."s not b~en 
wasted. In fact with the gro1nh of industry in 
this country, and with the o1·ercrowding of our 
routes , the pressing need fo r the inspection of 
our railways becomes only too clear, and so, Sir, 
it is my respectful suggestion that we should 
investigate the possibility of further extensions 
in the country. 

I do hope, Sir, that the fact that the word 
"immediately" appears in this i\Iotion will not 
have any scaring effect. I quite appreciate 
that the Motion I moved earlier on to-day, 
appeared to have created some prejudice 
because it contained this word, and some 
different interpretation was put upon it. Sir, 
the significance of this word "immediately" is 
that if this !\lotion is accepted Government 
should make sure that steps are taken within a 
reasonable time to pursue this objective, and it 
should not be forgotten : also, as an hon. 
Friend has just intimated, it is a relative word 
which neither says to-day nor tomorrow, but 
that effort should be made as quickly as 
conditions permit. 

Sir, in conclusion, I would, with your per
mission, make reference to the views expressed 
by the Hon. the Minister of Transport in respect 
of Motions of this sort and I have no doubt 
whatsoever that the terms in which the Motion 
has been presented to this House completely 

meets with the philosophy of the :\linister on 
the matter. The one thing I know that the 
i\Iinister does not like is asking him arbitrarily 
without invest igation to lay a line between say, 
for example, Ibadan and Owo without allowing 
him to investigate, examine the population 
aspect and the producti\·ity in order t0 decide 
whether it is advisable or not. 

Sir, the Motion says, "\Ve call upon the 
Federal Government to investigate the exten
sion of the railwav li ne .. .. " The word 
"immediately" , of course I have explained the 
context and implication. Sir, the hon. the 
;\1inister said on the 5th of .. ~pril, 1955, "This 
is not a change of heart. I quarrel with the 
!\lotion of the Leader of the Opposition because 
he suggested specific railway lines ; he suggested 
nine lines and ga,·e the names of to'.\'ns through 
which the railway lines shou ld pass. :\ly 
argument on that occas ion was, it will be 1·ery 
difficult for Government to accept such a 
i\Iotion because before a railway li ne is extended 
or constructed, detailed im·estigation has to be 
carried out. First of all we ha1·e to find out the 
possibilities .of the traffic that is likely to be 
offered by the line when constructed , and 
secondly there must be an engineering survey". 

Now, Sir, what clearer indication of the 
i\I inister's mind do we want ? I am definitelv 
sure that the hon. Minister would rise up to hi's 
pre1·ious expression and will accept this :\lotio n 
in the terrr,s put forward. The fact that he has 
tabled no amendment coupled with the very 
constructive tone of the !\·lotion indicates in 
advance his attitudes towards the !\lotion. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg .to move. 

Mr P. H. Okolo (Onitsha): i\Ir Speaker, I 
rise to second this Motion. The hon. the 
Mover, I think, has established his case. (Hear, 
hear.) The Motion is a very simple one and I 
do not think any reasonable Government can 
reject it. 

One thing he (the Mover) has been harping 
upon is this, that the Government may investi
gate. It does not say that the railway line 
should be constructed or extended to-day or 
tomorrow. It is to investigate and we hope by 
the time, at least at the end of this session or by 
the end of next session, there would be a state
ment made by Government as a result of that 
investigation. That exactly, I think, is what 
the Motion is seeking for-that the GO\·ern
ment gives an assurance that it is going to 
investigate the mattt'r and report. 
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Xo_w, the idea 0f a rail11·ay extension in the 
East ts certamly no t new. I know that about 
20 years ~go just bd"orc the World War r a track 
11·as cut !rom l'mukoroshe near Port I-rarcourt 
passtng throu!?h Owerr i, Nne1rt and Onitsha 
and we \\' <:: r.:_ told that on account of the war i; 
was not posstb~c to carry out that project. :\nd 
so I do not thmk tt ts unreasonable to ask our 
.~ol·er~mcnt . noll·. to investigate the matter. 
I he rat!11·ay !me wdl pass through what we ma1· 

constder the_ m?st P?pulous part of Ibo land_:_ 
:\ ba, Owern, Nnell't . There arc pcoole there 
11·ho arc 1·ery much engaged in comm.erce and 
there ts no quest ion of the railwav, if construc
~~d, no_t being patronised by the' people there. 
I here ts ~!so no doubt that the whole countrv 
ts ~n agncu ltural country and that they hav~ 
1gncultural products for commerce. 

In oppo~ing ~he Motion, Sir, I will say tha t I 
sympathtse wtth the :VIo1·er because the spi rit of 
the Motion is good. 

. i\_'lr Speaker, Sir, I realise that transport 
ts tmportant m the economic development 
of our country. But, Sir, we must reflect. 
Substanttal amounts . of money will have to 
be spent on the n11hray !me proposed for 
Bornu Provmce and that money, Sir, has not 
bce_n al-~tlab le. It is, therefore, Sir, 1·erv 
d tfficult tor the Council of !\Iinisters to necro: 
tiate or to consider another line, and here"' is 
a proposed one which has not been completed. 
I _thmk every reasonable Member shou ld see 
Wtth me in this respect. 

Secondly, Sir, if a Motion of this kind is 
a~proved it is likely that Motions of this kind 
wtl~ be forthcoming from various :\[embers . r remember, Sir, c~·en at X newi \\'e Jearn 

rom very rc!tablc sources that coal was found 
here. I cannot. tell here the extent of the find 
·r the qu~!tty of the coal but there is no doubt 
hat coalts there .. ·\nd if that railwav line will 
ass through Xncwi it 11·il! be an asset to this 
: untry that we have to develop the economic 
.sources of thts country. That is the n~ason 
hy I tht~~ our_G~1·ernment should im·estigate 
te posstbtlt tv ot thts ra tl11·av li ne 

It 11·as s;ated in our , 1956.-60 Economic 
:ogramme that a bridge is to be constructed 
ross the Ntger, and we know that a colossal 
m of £600,000 has been earmarked for a 
utch firm of Engineers who are going to 
ns_truct_ the bridge. Now, you wi ll see that if 
m~ge ts constructed it is possible to extend 
s !me to Asaba, to Benin, to Tlesha and then 
O~hogbo and you will ha1'e what mav be 

>cnbed as our Mid-Southern railwav 11~hich 
I be able to tap all the parts of the 'countrv 
m Port Harcourt to Oshogbo ; and if the 
rk of the_firn: ?f Engineers proves successful, 
t~e navtgabt!tty of the Niger is proved 
vtl~ be easy to evacuate produce through 
Ntger and the railway will be able to bring 
:luce from the East, from the West, down 
he Ntger. 

think that the hon. 
this network of 

:ssary and for this 
'riotion. 

~estion proposed. 

the Mover has stated 
railway lines will be 
reason, Sir, I second 

· Yak~bu W~nka (Central Dauchi): Mr 
ker, Str, I n se to oppose the Motion. 

• ask~ng for amenities for their Regions and for 
thetr constituencies. This i\ lotion is one that 
seeks the expenditu re of millions of pounds and 
for thts reason we must consider somethin cr 
which is more important than the pro1·ision of 
rat! way !me as asked by this Motion. 

For this reason, Sir, I beg to oppose thoucrh 
I sympathise with t-he Mover. "' 

The Minister of Transport (:\I. Abubakar 
Tafawa Balewa) : i\Ir Speaker, Sir, I felt after 
the debate on the Leader of the Opposition's 
Motwn at the Budget meeting of 1955 that I 
wou~d no more be called upon to debate a 
i\ Iotwn the kmd of which is before the House 
now. T_he hon. M01·er started by referring to 
the Monon of the Leader of the Opposition 
11·htch the House rejected in 1955. But it is 
wrp n stng, S1r, that the hon. Mover in tryina 
to_ strengthen his argument for this i\'Iotio~ 
tned to oppose a portion of the speech which 
was made in opposing that Motion. 

~et ~s look, Sir, at the terms of the Motion 
W~tch ts now before the House. It says "That 
tht_s Ho~se ca_IIs upo_n the Federal Government 
to mvesttgate tmm_edtately . . " My hon. Friend 
the Mover, v.:ho ts a lawyer, tried to find the 
excuse of gettmg away the word "immediately" 
~ut ~ am very pleased that the seconder of the 
Motwn destr?yed that argument completely 
~ecause he pomted out that we hope that next 
)~ar the Federal Government will come out 
~nth ~ st~tement telling us the res ult of the 
mvesttgatwn. 

''~hen I opposed the Motion of 1955-a 
Matton which was very carefully drafted bv the 
Leader of the Opposition and which of course 
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natur'-llly appeallcd to all sections of the House 
- I told the House that Go1·.:rnment is not 
against the idea of extending the railway 
througho ut the country. But we· must be 
reasonable in asking the Raih1·ay Corporation 
for matters of this kind . In the first place the 
Corporation is to spend money on rail traffic 
sun·ey and on the engineering survey. Not 
only that, the House is already a11·are that 
Go1·ernment has accepted in principl.: the idea 
of extending the raihl-ay by about four hundred 
miles to Bornu. That extension 11· ill cost about 
£28 million. The money, as the last speaker 
said, has not Yet been found. \\'e are now 
being asked to i·m·estigate another extension and 
if the lines being suggested by the hon. mover 
are to be followed properly they 11·ill add no 
more than three hundred miles to the presl!nt 
railway and that wi ll cost, apart from rolling 
stock and other things, o1·e r £10 million. \Ye 
want £20 million to extend the railway the 
survey of which has been completed already. 
We are borr011·ing money from outside. We 
have not got the money and now we are being 
asked again to extend the railway by another 
three hundred miles which will cost us more 
than £ 10 million. I don't think there is any 
sense in doing a thing of this kind. 

Again the hon. :\lover referred to a i\Iotion 
which Go1·ernment accepted fro m Chief 
Omolodun. That Motion was passed in 
very general terms. 'We accepted it in order 
to show the House and the countrv that we 
are not against the extension of the Raih1·ay. 
But before the extension is made there are 
many things which have to be taken into 
account. Sir, let us take the hon. Member's 
Motion, his proposal which is before the 
House, i.e., the lines Aba-Oron, Enugu-Awka
Onitsha; Awka-Orlu-Umuahia; and Awka
Orlu-Owerri-Aba. All these towns are well 
served by good road system. They are 
either on good roads or they are on roads 
which are now under construction. The 
idea of providing transport service either by 
rail or road or water is not to turn e1·ery hon. 
Niember's town into a railway station. But 
it is to see how we could make a fair distribution 
of the service to the whole of the country. 

We are very lucky in Nigeria, the problem 
of keeping a balance between the different 
systems is not yet with us. By that I mean in 
other parts of the world they are facing the 
problem of keeping a balance between rail , 
road and river transport. This country is 

de1·e lop ing rapidly and our economy is also 
expand ing. \Ve are coming to this problem 
of keeping a balance in the different systems . 
But the most important factor which we have 
to remember in asking for transport service 
of the kind which the hon. Member is asking 
is the resources at the dispos!:' of the Federa l 
Government. 

• Chief S. L. Akinto1a (Oshun \Vest) : But 
he is not asking for a sen ·ice ; he is ask ing for 
an in1·estigation. 

The Minister of Transport : It is more 
than . an im·estigation ; he is asking for a 
service. If you investigate, your im·est igation 
should yield results and after that I ha1·e no 
doubt the hon. :\Iember the Leader of the 
Opposition would be the first to take mt: to 
task if I did nothing. 

Chief S. L. Akinto1a : The trouble 11·ith 
you is that you are thinking too fast. 

Tne Minister of Transpcrt : Sir, the total 
road mileage of the extensions which are pro
posed in this Motion, I think, will come to 

about 313 miles and it is very unlikely, Sir, 
that-that is , if the proposals would follow 
the existing roads and, as hon. :VIembers know, 
if the lines are to be constructed, they would 
not normally follow the lines of the existing 
roads and-instead of 313 miles it might be 
more than that. Now, on the basis, Sir, that 
the propos r. d lines will follow the existing 
roads, the expenditure on the extens ions will 
be about £10 million and th is ~.He excludes 
the cost of rolling stock and interest on capital 
building construction . There cannot, naturally 
be any real estimate of the cost of this work 
until an engineering survey has been carried 
out on the ground but, for our purposes, I 
think that a figure of more than £10 million 
can be taken as a reasonable guess. 

Now, as I have indicated, the financial issues 
involved in any railway extension are so great 
that it would be unwise to commit the Federal 
Government to any particular line before any 
traffic and engineering surveys had been carried 
out, as the hon. Mover himself pointed out, 
when quoting my speech. )iow, if an extensive 
traffic and engineering survey were to be 
carried out, in accordance with this ~.\"lotion, 
other extensions would be found to have a prior 
claim for investigation. By that I mean, Sir, 
the hon. Member has quoted parts of investiga
tions of possible railway extensions which were 

(54 1) 



House of R eprc.rclllatives D ebates 
1035 [Extmsiort of Railzcay Lirte 19 :-.fc\RCH 19 37 i11 Erutern Region J 1036 
undertaken by the old ::\igcrian Rai lway; I 
could remember, S 1r, that those im·estigations 
,,·e re g1\·c n out in ans\\·er to a ques tion. .1\ow, 
although the im·cstigations were made; · Sir; · 
some, as the hon. :\[ember pointed out, were 
Interru pted by the slump of 1930; some were 
found to be uneconomic and I ha,·e no doubt, 
Sir, that the lines which arc now being proposed 
by the hon. i\Iember, because of the provision 
of adequate road ·communicat ion in those parts 
of the Eastern Region, extension of those lines 
would be found to be of no great usc. 

Alhaji Abdulkadiri Makama (Central 
Zaria): :.\ [r Speaker, Sir, the hon. the i\"Iovcr 
of this :\lotion has enu merated a \·cry long 
list of im·cs tigations made in many places wi th 
a View to extend ing the railway to the places 
concerned but on ly to be abandor~l for some 
strong and justifiable reasons. It appears to 
me, Sir, that the hon. Mover of this Motion 
is sif!Jply calling for invest igations and he docs 
not seem to care \\·hcther the in vcstiaations 
wo uld be of any use at all. 

0 

The i\Iover of this Motion should certainlv 
rea lise that it would cost the railwav sever;! 
thousands of pounds to make what -can even 
be termed mere in,·cstigations or sun·eys as to 
the possibility of laying a railway li ne between 
one place and ano ther. In ,·icw of the fact 
that at the moment the Railway Corporat ion 
IS struggling very hard to get some money 
to make the i\Iaiduguri extension a possibility, 
~nd that the money is not yet forthcoming, 
It does not seem to be correct to ask the 
Railway Corporation at the moment to take up 
another survey and sink several thousands of 
pounds which could be put to better use else
where. 

0."ow, I do appreciate, Sir, that every hon. 
:.\[ember here would like to see his town or 
constituency connected by railway. (Hear, 
lzear.) But railways are not built to sat isfy the 
P.rest ige of indi,·iduals: they are made to pay. 
I he hon. MO\·er told the House that in tlut 
nrt of the Eastern Region, the pc;ple are 
tgnculturahsts : they produce quite a lot but I 
·'·ill tell him that what they produce so far, road 
ransport is able to e,·acuate in time ; so it 
neans, Sir, if we have the railway there, what 
vill it carry ? The seconder came to his 
escue by saying that the place is well populated 
nd the railway, when constructed, will be 
•atronised by passengers. I want to tell the 
c:n. Member, Sir, that passenger traffic alone 
:Il l not make a railway pay. 

I am very sorry, Sir, to say that the Govern
lent , trying still as it is to obtain £20 million for 
1e Bornu ra il way extension, would not think it 
ght to approach the J:\"igerian Railway 
'orporation to undertake a survey of lines 
hich might never be constructed. 

' Sir, in answer to certain questions on railway 
:tension in the House I have pointed out in the 
tswers that the Nigerian Railway Corporation 
IS appointed a special committee, from its own 
>dy; that committee examines possible 
ilway extensions. Now, in their examination 
costs, the committee will have only one thing 
mind : if we are to extend, will the extension 
y ? Will it be economic ?-and also the 
mmittee will have to think whether the place 
well provided for by road or by water. I am 
ite satisfied, Sir, that the places which the 
n . i\Iember has mentioned in his Motion are 
ll provided for by road transport. Therefore, 
·, I am very sorry to say that the Government 
1nable to support the Motion. 

:, therefore, oppose and I ask the House to 
!ct it too . 

In this case, i\Ir Speake r, I oppose this 
Motion. 

Mr Z. B. Olokesusi (Ekiti South) : i\Ir 
Speaker, Sir, I am not opposing this i\Iotion, 
and I am not supporting it, but I want to 
record certain comments I would like to 
make. It seems now that the Minister of 
Transport has come to face us with Me diffi
culty, that at any time we ask for an extension 
of the railway, the answer will be that there 
is no money. 

In this case, I think that the Motion which 
the hon. Member has made is very different 
from the one made in 1955. I do not see any 
reason why the Railway Corporation cannot 
be consu_Jted to make a survey of the whole 
country Itself and find out the possibility of 
where to extend the railway line, which of 
them would be economic and which would 
be uneconomic. It is not only when we have 
a large sum of money on hand that we should 
be_ looking about where in Nigeria we are 
gomg to extend. 

The M?ver ?f ~his Motion has just said 
that some mvesttgatwns were carried out in the 
1920's. The reason why these lines were 
abandoned were not given. The reason why 
there has been no investigation since that time, 
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,,.c ha,·c not beeri told. There has been no 
investigation in the East, none in the West. 
I know t l~t there is a possible extension that 
the Go,·crl{ment is planning at present in the 
I\'orthern Region, but it seems to me that the 
whole region of. .. . .. ... . 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun \Vest) : Point 
of order S ir. There is no im·estigation in the 
East, none in the West. I protes t. Is he 
charging the :.\Iinistcr with discrimination ? 
I protest strongly. 

Mr Speaker : The hon . Member knows 
as well as I do that that is not a point of order. 

Mr Olokesus i : ;\[r Speaker, S ir, the 
point I ,,·ant to make is that if we arc al_lowing 
the Railway Corporation to go away With the 
idea that the Go,·ernmcnt or the Members of 
this H ouse cannot come and represent the 
vie\\"S of their const ituency to them, and then 
lav their difficulties before them, we are 
m'akina them to see the necessity of extension, 
and a~e making them to investigate e_ve~y 
possible way of c~.nying out these extenswns. 
It is a profit-making corporation. \Ve want 
it to pay the Go,·ernment. That is why the 
Corporation was created . I do not know the 
reason why the Minister should answer for 
the Railway Corporation that they are not 
able to do the investigation. I do not mean 
that the investigation alone could cost the 
millions of pounds that the l\Iinister \\·as 
talkino- about. If the investigation is made 
then i~ is a matter of priority. Which is most 
economic, which would be most profit yielding ? 
Then the answer would be the most profit 
yielding and the most economic line would be 
laid first and so this could be put on the records 
or in th~ scheme of the Railway Corporation, 
and one bv one in a few years or in a number 
of years, the Railway Corporation will have a 
scheme before them, which they would be 
earning from time to time. 

I know, Sir, that there is a huge sum of 
money to be spent on the Benue extension. 
I know that to extend railways to all parts of 
Nigeria would be very difficult and very 
costly, but no indication of time is given here 
and no amount of expense is earmarked here, 
but I think that the Government is being 
asked to consider the investigation as a neces
sity. Investigate it and then let us know 
whether this line mentioned by the hon. 
Mover of the :.VIotion would be economtc 

or uneconomic. Then next Session tell us 
that the Rail way Corporat io n ha,·e agreed to 
make the invest igation. If they make an 
investigation about e,·cn only one line. If 
it is uneconomic the hon. i\ [cmbcr m ll be 
able to say that because the li ne would be 
uneconomic to lay there the project is aban
doned. I think that would be a better answer 
than only because the laying of the line will 
cost such a sum of mone\· th.: refore the Rail
way Corporation will no.t be approached . to 
make investigation into the fu rther extent1on 
of the railway lines th roughout the Regw ns 
of the country. 

M. Bello Dandago (South \\'est Central 
Kano): Mr Speaker, Sir, I am very sorry 
that this is the first time that I would come to 
grips with my good and since re fr iend and to 
disagree with his :\lotion . S1r, the ab le 
!\Iinister has taken conSIClemble pams to 
explain the matter and has dri,·en the matter 
home to the Mover of the :\lotion, and I 
know he has sufficient-! do not w:mt to say 
sufficient-! would say h•! has intelligence to 
understand the Federal i.\[iniste r from the 
explanat ion gi,·en. Sir. it has no sense. I t 
appears as if we are now chcmng a loaf 
of bread. \\'e arc :r::ing to chew rc 
and to swallow it, and this :\lotion, if 
accepted , will force ano ther loaf of bread 
into our mouths before we chew and swallow 
the first. ~o before the Federal Government 
there is an undertaking, and in the name of one 
:::\igeria, no matter in ~,·h :lt part of the F edera
tion the proposed raihYay extension is abo~t 
to be, I think the Mover woulr""' allow thts 
intended extension to be put into practice. 

As to the view-"What are we going to tell 
our people in our Constituency ?" I think I 
would tell the last speaker to tell them it is 
considered uneconomic. 

Mr D. E. Okereke (Owerri) : Mr Speaker, 
if money were leased, if silver was as plentiful 
as the sands of the sea, I am almost sure that 
the Government would have accepted this 
Motion, but in view of the fact that there is an 
Economic Programme, and in view of the fact 
that our revenue is very scanty, the Government 
must reject this Motion. But there is one 
lesson for us to learn, and that is what I want 
to point out. It is the lesson that we must 
exercise the utmost economy in our expendi
ture because we need these things. \Ve need 
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imp rovements in every way and therefore the 
need for the utmost economy in our expenditure 
must be considered. 

The Council of Mi nisters are the guardians 
of_ our e"'Pcndlture and realising the fact that 
th1s country wants improvement and improve
ment, expans1on and expansion, it behoves 
them therefore, as guardians of expenditure, to 
see that there is not as much unne..:essary 
expenditure in our Estimates as there is now. 

. Mr E. C. Akwiwu (Orlu) : Mr Speuker, Sir, 
111 order to assure the hon. the Leader of the 
Opposition that I am a ma n, as I said, Sir, 
when I \\·us moving my M otion, there is no 
doubt at all that our Government is in no way 
opposed to the Policy of railway extension. 
The Minister himself has once said so Sir 
He said the :.VIotion before the House i~ in ~ 
very general term. The Go;·ernment has 
never had the intention that these railways 
should not be extended. That continues to be 
the policy of this Government. But, :.VIr 
Speaker, Sir, I beg lea1·e to withdra\1'. 

Mr Speaker : Is it the wish of the House 
that the :\lotion b~ withdrawn ? 

Chief S. L. Akintola (Oshun vVest) : ~o, 
Sir. 

Mr Speaker : Does Chief Akintola persist 
in his ".\'o, Sir" ? 

Chief Akintola : No, no Sir. 

Question put and negatived. 

MR BEN ENWONWU, ART ADVISER 

Mr E. C. Akwiwu (Orlu) : Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I rise to move the Motion standing in my name. 
Sir, this is a Motion that neither calls for 
ad1·ocacy nor any sweet IYords of endearment. 
The point, Sir, is, I am quite sure neither the 
Leader of the Opposition, nor anybody in this 
House, should object to the terms of the 
Motion : That this House notes with gratitude 
the honour done to Nigeria by Her Majesty, 
Queen Elizabeth II, in commissioning Mr Ben 
Enwonwu, Art Adviser to the Federal Govern
ment of Nigeria, to execute the portrait bust of 
Her Britannic Majesty. 

Sir, this is a Motion, I believe, that com
mends itself to this House. This is a talented 
son of Nigeria, and in keeping with the dis
tinguished recognition we have been receiving 
from Her Majesty, especially since her visit to 
1\'igeria, this fact comes to us as a matter of very 
{reat pleasure. vVe have great pleasure in 

knowing, Sir, that right from th<: Un ited 
Kingdom the gifted sons of thi$ country are 
b~:ing accorded distinguished recognition, and 
being lined up with the dist inguished an ists 
of the world. 

There is no doubt, Sir, that as time goes 
on we shall receive recognition from this 
gesture, and our gifted sons and daughters 11·ill 
continue, Sir, knowing fully wdl that there is 
no limit to the recognition they may achie1·e. 
And, Sir, in the same way, there is no doubt 
that the leaders of this country in every sphere, 
when once they distinguish themselves in their 
own sphere, they will get, on behalf of th is 
country, the recognition that thc;y merit. 

Sir, I beg to move. 

Mr J. A. Wachuku (Aba) : i\Ir Speaker, Sir, 
this Motion doc;:; not require long speeches. 
Mr Ben Enwon11·u has risen from the lowest 
rung on the ladder to the highes t, because one 
of the greatest ambitions of any artist, as far as 
we know in the history of fine arts, is to ha 1·c 
the patronage of a reigning monarch. Toda1·, 
Sir, I am sure Ben Enwonwu in London, 11·ill 
be very much in demand by so.:iety men and 
women. Hm·ing been recognised by the:: 
Queen, naturally those who appreciate art 
and appreciate the stature of artists, will attach 
as much importance to Ben Enwonwu as the 
Queen, in recognising him. For this coun tn·, 
it is a very great credit. · 

I rise to second this Motion, particular! y 
because Ben Enwonwu is a product of mv 
own college-Go1·ernment College, U muahia, 
and not only has he done credit to this countn· 
Sir, he has earned great credit for (,:..J vernmen~ 
College, Umuahia, and Ben Enwonwu shows 
the type of product the Government Colleae 
l' muahia produces. It gi 1·es me great pleasu~e 
I wish I had the old boy's tie. I would have 
worn it, Sir, two three times. I look forward 
to Ben Enwonwu before finishing his work in 
Buckingham Palace, taking along with him the 
old boy's tie, so that the Queen will also gi1·e 
recognition to the Government College old 
boy's tie. 

Sir, even the Financial Secretary in this 
Budget Session also gave financial recognition 
to Ben Enwonwu, 11·ho had been a back-room 
boy in the Information Service. The Director 
of the Information Service refused to give him 
recognition, but immediately the Queen recog
nised him, the Financial Secretary also ga1·e 
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him recognition. I am not particularly worri~:d him. Whether these two distinguished men 
about the rest whether the v like it or not, always sec eye to eye with one another I gather 
he has b~:c n 'established . It is only right from Ben's letter-perhaps that is not some
and prope r t_hat this House should also gi,·e thi ng that I should mention here. But !?~: is 
a stamp of authority to confirmation, in other bei ng helped and he is confident that he is 
words, to gi1·e him his national recognition. going to be worthy of the honour that has been 
This i\Iotion asks nothing mo r<: than that done .e.t:n, and that he wi ll produce a sculpture 
the nation, through its reprcsentati1·es, should of which he and all Nigeria can properly be 
do honour and credit, and recognise its eminent proud. 
son in the field of fine arts.-

Sir, 11·ith these words, I beg to s~: cond the 
i\Iotion. 

Questio11ed prr.•poscd. 

The Chief Secretary of the Federation 
(Sir Ralph Grey) : !\Ir Speaker, the Go,·ern
ment 11·clcomcs this ~lotio n, and appreciates 
the opportunity of associating itse lf with this 
expression of gratitude at the honour that is 
being done to Ben Enwonwu. I should, 
perhaps, add a few 11·ords to what the hon. 
Gentleman, i\Ir \\'achuku , has said about the 
degree of the honour. It is, as he said, the 
greatest ambition of any artist, to have the 
patronage of the reigning monarch, and because 
it is the greatest ambition, and because artists 
wish to realise their ambition, Her i\Iajesty 
is much beset 1vith requests to gi1·e sittings 
to this artist, or to that artist. But, not only 
because it would be wrong to make unreason
able demands upon the Queen's time, which 
is very fully occupied already, but also in 
order that it may be a true honour, sittings 
are ,·cry rarely gi1·en, and it is not e1·ery 
painter, or every sculptor who depicts the 
Queen, 11·ho has had the honour of being gi,·en 
sittings, so that for any artist to be given 
sittings by the Queen is a great honour, a 
recognition of talent, and Ben Enwom~u's 
recognition is unique in this way, that he is the 
first artist, painter or sculptor, from the whole 
Continent of Africa, who has been given 
sittings by Her Majesty. 

I am sure the House will be pleased thott 
the House itself is to share in the honour, 
in that the portrait bust when completed is 
intended to be installed within the precincts 
of this House. I hope the House will be 
pleased also to know, Sir, that Ben Enwonwu 
is being gi1·en great help by eminent scu lptors 
in the United Kingdom. Sir William Reid 
Dick, who is Her i\Iajesty's sculptor in ordi
nary, has taken Ben very much under his 
wing; Sir Jacob Epstein, who is one of the 
world's greatest living sculptors, is also helping-

Sir, the Government wholeheartedly sup
ports the :VIotion. 

M. Maitama Sule (Kano City): :\Ir 
Speaker, Sir, no doubt, Sir, every member of 
th is hon. House is proud of this worthy son 
of :\igeria whose enthusiasm in the field of art 
has earned not only for h im but also for the 
11·hole of :\igeria this world-wide fame. In 
bcr, Sir, we are the more proud that, quite apart 
from his natural dexterity, Ben Enwonwu has 
been so honoured by the spiritual and temporal 
Supreme of Great Britain, I\"orthcrn I reland 
and the Commonwealth. 

:\Ir Speaker, Sir, Nigeria has all these years 
bee n doing very well in art, both locally and 
ab road, and this recent recognition by Her 
:\Iajesty will certainly encourage and promote 
art in Nigeria, and we therefore do not hesitate 
to note with gratitude the honour done to 
:\igeria by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
in commissioning Mr Ben Emvom1·u, .-\rt 
.-\d,·iser to the Federal Government of i\igeria, 
to execute a portrait of Her Royal Britannic 
:\Iajesty. We can confidently, therefore boast 
of our ar~ and can say without any fear of 
contradictwn that our art is capable of compar
ing favourably and competing also with any in 
any part of the world. 

i\Ir Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

Chief]. I. G. Onyia (Asaba): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, it is said that "seest · thou a man diligent 
in his work, he shall stand before kings" . 
The case of Ben Enwonwu draws home this 
dictum to me. In 1941 and 19+2 at Benin 
Citv, Ben Enwonwu had almost abandoned 
his· profession, this very profession, because 
he had a lot of discouragement when he was 
attached to Edo College. I remember how 
some of us rallied around him and asked him 
to continue. Now, this again reminds me, 
i\Ir Speaker, that we should not discourage 
talent. It also reminds me that certain people 
that have certain talents hardly yield quickly 
to the dictates of those who want to embarrass 
them. 
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:\fr Enwonwu, after all, has reached the 
topmost of his ambition, and we arc \"Cry 
happy that we ha\·e such an illustrious son. 

Mr Speaker, I need not go further; I asso
ciate myself with the remarks made already 
by others and I support. · 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resoh:ed, That this House notes with 
gratitude the honour done to Nigeria by Her 
l\Iajcsty Queen Elizabeth If in· commissioning 
Mr Ben Enwonwu, Art Ad;·iser to the Federal 
Government of Kigeria, to execute a portrait 
bust of Her Royal Brittanic Majesty. 

TRU:-iK ROADS A 
Mr E. C. Akwiwu (Orlu) : Mr Speaker, 

once more I rise to move the Motion standing 
in my name, That, in the opinion of this House, 
the present standards for the determination of 
Trunk Roads A are insufficient and should be 
changed. 

Sir, now that the tide has turned, I do hope 
that the Motion will be acceptable to the 
Government. Sir, I shall not keep the House 
very long; the terms of the Motion are simple 
and straightforward. 

To the best of my understanding, Sir, the 
basis upon which our Trunk A roads have 
hitherto been determined do not take any notice 
of the commercial importance of any place or 
the other. And I feel, Sir, it is wrong that the 
most important and well-cared for roads in this 
~ountry should have no relation whatsoever 
:o the economy of the country. To my 
mderstanding, Sir, the roads classified as 
frunk A Roads are supposed to be roads 
inking the Regions, or roads linking provincial 
1eadquarters. 

Sir, in some of the most productive parts of 
he country by far the greatest limitation is 
nads. It is unfair, Sir, that in a matter of 
rade and commerce of this country, for which 
he Federal Government is held far more 
esponsible than any Regional Government, the 
1ederal Government should have little or 
.othing to do with the roads connecting the 
1ost important commercial areas of the 
ountry. Sir, a lot of money has been spent 
n the port of Lagos ; a lot of money is being 
Jent on the port at Port Harcourt. To what 
se will it be, Sir, with the road chasing about 
rovincial headquarters and these expensive 
Jrts have no good roads serving them ? As 

is quite clear to-day, a very substantial propor
tion of the goods coming in and out of our 
warehouses and wharves are being moved by 
roads and there is nothing that will be more .. · 
reasonable than to ensure that the facilities are 
as best as they can be. 

Sir, we ho ··~ in some of our best palm produc
ing areas tfie limitation of transport. It has 
been suggested that some parts of the cour.try 
are adequately supplied with roads; and the 
other aspect of it that we have to look into is 
how long do the roads remain open ? :\[em
bers watching the Gazette may note from time 
to time, particularly during the rainy season, 
some roads are closed to traffic for about a 
month or two, and in the best palm producing 
areas of this country roads have proved a very 
strong limiting factor. In a place like Ahoada 
Division, Sir, one of the finest palm producing 
areas in the country, roads are hardly open for 
use throughout the year. Between the months 
of May and September, it is always a risk when 
we have to evacuate the palm oil produce 
which is produced. I feel, Sir, that nothing 
will be better and nothing will serve the 
community of this country better than that 
the Government should re-examine its 
standards for Trunk A roads, with a view to 
giving very prominent recognition to the 
economic factors. I do not think Sir, that it 
is wrong for the Government to make this 
expense, after all the Government has the 
£1.1 million just granted to this country for 
the purpose of our road systems and I think 
Sir, it will serve the country much better 
to effect saving!"in some other things and put 
more money to the maintainence of those roads 
that produce the money from which the State 
is maintained. 

Sir, I beg to move. 

Mr J. A. Wachuku (Aba) : Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 

The Minister of Works (Alhaji Muham
madu Inuwa \Vada): Mr Speaker, Sir, as I 
have observed that Members are not very 
anx.ious to debate this Motion, in view of the 
fact that it took quite a number of seconds to 
get a Seconder, I think I will come in at this 
moment and saYe the hon. Members time. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the main purpose of Trunk 
Road A system is to provide inter-regional 
communications between the Federal and 
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Regional capitals, Ports and other large to1ms 
and international links with the important 
centres in neigrtbouring territories. The sys
tem supplies the framework, 11·ith emphasis 
on framework, on 11·hich the remainder of the 
country's roads is constructed. i.\Iembers 
will appreciate the essentially national charac
ter of Trunk A systems, comparable with the 
national air and railway communications which 
ha\·e been accepted as a Federal responsibility. 
The classification of a road as Trunk A has 
not, hitherto, depended on traffic density, or 
e1·en on its econvmic import;~nce, but on its 
mlue as a link in the basic inter- regional and 
international road system of the country, and 
I am strongly of the opinion that this principle 
should be maintained. Acceptance of it does 
not imply that the Trunk A system as at 
Fresent defined, should remain unaltered in 
perpetuity. It does, however, mean that any 
of these modifications should be judged in the 
light of the national interests of the country, 
not of one section of it. This is the policy, 
\l·hich has been in force since 195+, when the 
present Constitution was introduced, and is 
a policy which was· recently endorsed by the 
National Economic Council, to which all 
Government sent representati1·es. :\·Ioreo1·er, 
I consider that the present policy is still 
compatible with the existing needs of the 
country. I do not claim that it is a policy 
pallatable to all tastes, but I do claim that a 
line must be drawn somewhere and in my 
view this line should not, if possible, be 
influenced by financial convenience . Ho11·e,·cr, 
I would not at this moment welcome an 
extension of the Trunk Roads A svstem, as 
the funds provided for its mainten'ance and 
improvement under the Economic Programme, 
are the maximum available but, at the same 
time, they represent the bare minimum as 
far as this work is concerned. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the hon. Mover of the 
Motion spoke of the Ports of Lagos and Port 
Harcourt. I am glad to inform him that 
already the Federal Government has a scheme 
of improving the road system of these two 
ports. The Apapa Harbour is going to be 
served by the Western Avenue, the road 
linking Port Harcourt with the Mainland is 
going to be widened to a 22' width. l\[r 
Speaker, Sir, I do not want to go into much 
detail about this, as I intend to make a mo re 
detailed statement on these roads when the 
House comes to Debate my Head of Estimates. 

:\Ir Speaker, the hon. i\Iember also spoke of 
.-\hoada as being a very rich and prosperous 
farm producing country. He has also mentioned 
that the roads in this area are closed for a 
certain period of the year. With due respect, 
Sir, I want to remind the hon. i.\[ember that this 
is purely a Regional responsibility. The 
Federal Go1·crnment is to build a basic frame
work of roads upon which the Regions and the 
local authorities ca n bui!J their own feeder 
roads. · 

In \·iew of the explanation [ have gi\·en Sir, 
I am sure, in spi te of the Leader of the Opposi
tion, and in spite of what other considerations 
he may ha\·e, we may rest assured that his 
motive is well understood, we know his 
desires, his constituents will know that he has 
fought for them, but I want him to consider 
the resources at our disposal, and the Gol·ern
ment being unable to accept the Motion, I 
call on the han. :\1ember to withdraw the 
:\lotion. 

Mr E. C. Akwiwu (Orlu) : :\Ir Speaker, 
Sir, I beg to \\·irhdraw. 

.llotion by lem.:e zcitlulrazun. 

Adjournment 
The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 

:\[r Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that this 
House do now adjourn. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resohed, That this House do now adjourn. 

Adjounzed accordingly at twenty-eight minutes 
past four o'clock until 10 a.m . on TtVednesday, 
20th iVIarch~ 1957. 

QUESTIONS AND WRITTEN ANSWERS 

Question-
W.SO. M. Abdullahi, Magajin Musawa 

asked the Minister of Works :-
If he will give the total mileage of Trunk 

Roads A with bituminuous surface in the 
~orthem, ·western and Eastern Regions, 
respectively. 

Ansu:er-
The Minister of Works: The total 

mileage of Trunk Roads A with a bituminous 
surface in the :\"orthern Region is 7+8 miles, 
in the Western Region 665 miles and in the 
Eastern Region 330 miles. 
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Question-
W.62. Mr J. A. 0. Akande asked the 

l\Iinister of Works:-
If he is aware of the manv accidents occur

ring at points on Trunk Roads.-\ where Messrs 
Costains West .-\ fr ica Ltd. ha\·c constructed 
road di \·ersions to enable bridges to be built; 
and if he will tak<.: steps to see that these di\·er
sions are properly re-constructed and mam
tained bdore the rains begin this year. 

Ansu:er-

The Minister of Works : I am not aware 
of any accidents at these points. I understand, 
however, that all possible precautions ha\·e 
been taken to ensure the safety of traffic on 
the di\·ersions. Large warning notices have 
been erected, flagm en employed and a speed 
limit" of 10 m.p.h. imposed. It has abo been 
arranged that those di\·ersions which will 
be in use during the wet season will be tarred. 
Question-

W.83. Mr B. A. Obaje asked the Ministe r 
of Works:-

If he will take steps co increase to standard 
width the Trunk Road A from Shintaku to the 
Benue-Kabba provincial boundary in !gala 
Division, and construct permanent bridges in 
that section. 

Anszcer-
The Minister of Works : The traffic 

density on the section of road referred to is 
less than 100 vehicles per day. The width 
of the carriageway is sufficient for the time 
being. The Crown Agents Bridge Survey 
Team will be including this section of road in 
their next Programme of Work in Nigeria. 
Question-

0 .86. Rev. E. S. Bens asked the Minister 
of Labour and 'vYelfare :-

If he will state the causes of labour unrest 
in the Federation during the past five years. 
Answer-

The Minister of Labour and Welfare: 
The hon. l\'Iember is no doubt aware that 

labour unres t stems generally from the desi re 
of trade unions and workers to obta in improved 
wages and co nd itions of sen·ice. On occasion, 
labour unrest can of course arise from purely 
local gr inances associated with the relations 
between labour and management. Labour 
unrest in the Federat ion within the past 
five years has stemmed from these two main 
causes aggravated by the wage increases and 
arrears awarded to Governmen ~ employees. 

The extent of such unrest should not be 
exaggerated. I am pleased to be able to report 
that the loss of work time due to industrial 
disputes, if we assume that there are some 
half a million wage earners, represents an 
average of less than one minute per worker 
per day during the past fi\·e years. 

Question-
0.170. Mr H. 0. Akpan-Udo asked the 

:\Iinister of Works:-
If he is aware th<tt the Ikot Ekpene County 

Council has appl ied to the Federal i\linistry of 
Works for reimbursement in respect of damage 
done to the Council's roads by vehicles using 
them during the period of reconstruction of 
the Ndiakata bridge on Trunk Road .-\; and if 
he will take steps to effect the reimbursement ? 

Answer-
The Minister of Works : ~o. Sir. 

Question-

0 .193. Mr F. N. E. Ngale asked the Minis
ter of Works:-

If he will state what proportion of the pro
posed 90 miles extension to the Trunk Road 
A system wouid be constructed in the Southern 
Cameroons, indicating the areas in the territory 
to be affected ? 

Answer-

The Minister of Works: 15 miles of the 
proposed 90 miles extension to the Trunk 
Roads A system will be constructed in the 
Southern Cameroons between Takum, Bis
saula and Kamine. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESE::\TATIVES 
;:-.JIGERL-\ 

Wednesday, 20th March, I 957 
The House met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS 
(:\ Ir Speaker in the Chco1!!'J 

PAPERS 
Mr Speaker : Order, order. have to 

announce that the following papers already 
distributed to :\'Iembers are deemed to have 
been laid on the Table :-

1. The International Tin Agreement, 
participation by .1\igerian Sessional Paper 
No. 5 of 1957 and 2. \\"hite Paper on 
Federal Fisheries Sen·ice Sessional Paper 
No. 6 of 1957. 

QUESTIO::--rS AND ORAL ANSWERS 
Question-

*0.145. M. Mohamed Bello, Turakin 
Argungu asked the Minister of Communica
tions and Asiation :-

'vVhat was the turnover in units in each of 
the Postal .-\gencies in the ::\ orthern Region 
with Savings Bank faci lities, during the year 
1956. 

A nswer-
The Minister of Communications and 

Aviation (Hon. K. 0. Mbadi\\·e) : There was 
only one Postal Agency giving Savings Bank 
facilities operating in the i\orthern Region 
during the year 1956. That was i~aduna 
Town. The turnover in units was 100,772. 
Supplementary to 0.145-

M. Mohamed Bello, Turakin Argungu : 
Will the Minister please extend postal facilities 
to other places in Kano ? 

Ansu:er-
The Minister of Communications and 

Aviation : Facilities will be extended once the 
conditions warranting an extension of postal 
services facilities are met. 

Question-
*0.157. M. Muhammadu Bello Alka

mawa asked the Minister of Communications 
and Aviation:-

How soon he proposes to replace the already 
overloaded telegraph line from Birnin Kebbi to 
Sokoto, with a modern installation ? 

Anszu r-
The Minister of Communications and 

Aviation : It is anticipated that the new tele
phone and te leg r~h trunk li ne Sokoto
Argungu-Birnin Keb'bi will be completed 
during 1959. 

Question-
"'0.174. M . N uhu Bamalli asked the 

i\Iinister of Communications and Aviation:-
How many postal training schools are there 

in the country and what are the minimum 
educational qua lificatio ns necessary for admis
sion into them ? 
Amu·er-

The Minister of Communications and 
Aviation : There are at present operating:-

1. Course for officers of the Pu'3tal Con
trolling grade. 

2. Course for Postal Supervising officers. 
3. Courses for the primary training of 

Postal Officers and Postal Officers and 
T elegraphists. 

Courses 1 and 2 cater fu~ all established 
officers of the grades referred to and no educa
tional qualification applies. Course 3 is at 
present designed to train applicants for appoint
ment as Postal Officers and Postal Officer and 
T elegraphist for which the minimum educa
tional qualification is Middle IV. 

It is intended during this year to open at least 
three mere Courses for postal primary training. 
Some wi ll provide refresher training for existing 
established staff. 

The only two postal training schools existing 
are in Lagos but it is intended during this year 
to open three more at Ibadan, Enugu and 
Kaduna respectively. 

Question-
0.175. N. Nuhu Bamalli asked the Minis

ter of Communications and Aviation :-

Why boys of Standard Six educational 
qualification are not eligible for appointment 
in the permanent establishment of the Posts 
and Telegraphs Department ? 
Answer-

The Minister of Communications and 
Aviation : Candidates with Standard VI 
educational qualifications are eligible for entry 
into the "G" salary scale posts in the Posts and 
Telegraphs Department. The Department 
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conforms 1rith the recommendation made at 
Appendix I of the Report of the Federal Grading 

. Teams, as accepted by the Government in 
Sessional Paper 12 of 1956. 
Oue;-tion-
- *0.176. A1haji Muhammadu, Sarkin~ur
mi Moriki asked the Mi nister of Communica
tions and Ayiat ion :-

If he 11·ill st:tte how many post offices h:Jsc 
bee n opened in each Reg io n in the period 
1956-57, indicating the number in the rural 
areas ? 
Anstcer-

The Minister of Communications and 
Aviation :The number of Post Offices opened 
during the year ended 31st :'>larch, 1957, is as 
follows:-

Northern Region 
Eastern Region 
~Vestem Region 

Question-

6 ( + in rural areas) 
6 ( 5 in rural areas) 
2 ( 1 in rural area) 

" 0.171. Mr L. L. Lakun1e asked the 
Minister of Communications and Aviation:

If he will take steps to improve the telephone 
sen·ices at Iseyin. 
A nstuer-

The M inister of Communications and 
Aviation : In the Telecommunications 
Development Plan under the 1955-60 Economic 
Programme, provision has been made for a new 
telephone line route Oyo- Iseyin-Shaki and for 
a telephone exchange with its network wf 
subscribers' lines at Iseyin. It is anticipated 
that the Oyo-Iseyin portion of the route will be 
completed by October 1957. 

Question-
" 0.178. Mr L. L. Lakun1e asked the 

Minister of Communications and Aviation:-
If he will consider providing Departmental 

Post Offices with telephone facilities for the 
people of Oyo North Constituency. 

Ansu:er-
The Minister of Communications and 

Aviation : Departmental Post Offices are 
provided under a national programme of Post 
Office Construction based on a priority of need 
and financed out of the Capital Expenditure 
Vote approved annually by the House. 

The condit ions for the provision of Depart
mental Post Offices are contained in a White 
Paper on Post Offices which has been presented 
to the House this Session. 

The following is a list of the Pos tal Agencies 
in the Oyo North constituency together with 
the units of business transact::~! at each :-

Units 
Iscyin 8,900 
Oke-Iho 4,616 
Ilero 3,616 
.-\go A re 4,8+0 
Shaki 1+,635 
Shepeteri 2,+23 
Igboho 2,+1+ 
Kishi 3,15 1 

:\one qualify fo r converswn to Departmental 
status under the terms of the White Paper, 
either as regards mlume of business or as mail 
exchange centres. 

In the T elecommunications Plan for the 
1956-60 Development Programme, pro1· ision 
has been made for a new telephone trunk route 
to be built from Oyo to Iseyin and Shaki and for 
telephone exchanges and subscriber lines to be 
installed at Iseyin and Shaki. 

Question-

" 0.200. Mr F. U. Mbakogu asked the 
M inister of Communications and Aviat ion :-

If he will state the number of postal agencies 
in Awka Division, naming their localities and 
indicating the number of postal units recorded 
in each of them in the periods January to June, 
and July to December 1956, respectively. 

Ans:~·er-

The Minister of Communications and 
Aviation : The following are the postal 
agencies in Awka Division together with their 
relevant postal unit figures :-

Abagana 
Adazienu 
Adazi-Ani 
Awbu 
Aghalla .. 
Agulu 
Enug\\U Abo 
Enugu Ukwu 
Enugu Agidi 
lfite Ukpo 
Mgbakwu 
:\'ri 
l\ibo 
:\'imo 
:\'dio11·u .. 

r.:nits 
13,293 
5,115 
2,625 
2,625 
not available 
9,101 
6,720 

13,2++ 
2,625 
2,625 
2,625 
4,68+ 
5,612 
9,878 
not a\·ailable 
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Units 
N dikelionwu 5,399 
Ogbunka 3,593 
Oreri 2,625 
Ugwuoba 3,1 09 
Owerri :\'kerifi 2,625 
l'muonyiba 3,733 

The units of postal business are quoted for 
the fu ll vcar ended December 1956 as thev are 
ca lcu l at~d only on an annual basis . · 

The postal un it comparati,·e figures for 
Aghalla and :\'diowu are not a1·ailable as these 
agencies 11·cre only opened recently. 

Supplemmtary to 0.200-
Mr F. U. Mbakogu (.-\.11-ka): Is the :\linistcr 

giv ing the figures for :\'jikoka District o r for the 
whole of .-\1.-ka Di1· ision, for none of the Postal 
Agencies in .-\ guata District of the Division 11·ere 
mentioned there. 
.4nS'1ar-

The Minister of Communications and 
Aviation : Well, as far as I can see here, I am 

· gi\·ing the numbers that are avai lable fo r Awka 
Division and I have not attempted to divide 
them bet11·een Njikoka and Aguata Districts 

Ouest ion-
- " 0.201. Mr F. U. Mbakogu asked the 
Minister of Communications and .-hiation :-

If he proposes to hold an enquiry with a 
view to the conversion of the Aguata Postal 
Agency into a post office (.-\guata /Ajalli) with 
telegraph and telephone facilities. 
Ansr~·er-

The Minister of Communications and 
Aviation : I have already asked the :-.1inister 
of Development of the Eastern Region to hold 
an enquiry and give me his advice on the best 
situation for a post office in this area. Pro
vision exists for the construction of one post 
office at either Aguata or Ajalli, but until the 
dispute as to its siting has been resolved, I am 
unable to say where it will be built or how it 
can be fitted into the telecommunications 
scheme. 
Supplementary to 0 .201-

Mr F. U. Mbakogu (Awka): Knowing that 
the subject is a Federal responsibility, will the 
Minister consider holding the Inquiry himself 
or sending his Private Secretary or Parl iamen
tary Secretary to hold the Inquiry ? 
Anstur-

The Minister of Communications and 
Aviation : :\'o, S ir. The Minister has already 

indicated the process in which he intends to 
hold the Inquiry . 

Mr F. U. Mbakogu (Awka) : Is the Minister 
awa re that twice did the Regional Minister at 
Enugu g ive notice of holding the Inquiry and 
twice he failed ? 
Question-

" 0 .202. Mr F. U. Mbakogu asked 1he 
i\liniste r of Communications and Aviation :-

If he will consider extending telephone 
services to Adazi, Agu lu. :\'anka, Aguata and 
Uga Postal Agencies noll' that telep hone lines 
have been con~tructed on the All'ka-Orlu Road. 

Amwer-
The Minister of Communications and 

Aviation : In the T elecommunications 
Development Plan under the 1955-60 Economic 
Prog ramme, provis ion has only been made fo r 
a telephone call office at Agulu with trunks to 
Awka and :'\dizuogu. I can assure the hon. 
Member that the towns mentioned in the 
question will be g iven due consideration when 
the Development Programme for the post- 1960 
period is being formulated. 

Question-
• 0.204. M. Abdullahi, Magajin Musawa 

asked the :\li nister of Communications and 
1\1-iation :-

If he will state how much the West African 
Airways Corporation is paying annually for 
every airfield they use in :\'igeria. 

Anszcer-
The Minister of Communications and 

Aviation : The \Vest African Airways Cor
poration, in common with any other operating 
company using Nigerian aerodromes, is 
required to pay a landing charge for each 
aircraft movement. These charges are pres
cribed in the Air Navigation (Fees) Regulations, 
1953. In 1956-57 the Corporation paid 
approximately £20,000 in landing charges at 
Nigerian aerodromes. 

Supplementary to 0.204-

M. Abdullahi, Magajin Musawa (Katsina): 
May I kno~ from the .Minister if there is any 
proposal to mcrease th1s payment, Sir ? 
Ansu·er-

The Minister of Communications and 
Aviation : As the hon. Member is aware 
Government cons~antly reviews the charge~ 
wh1ch 1t IS requ1red to make for services 
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rendered but at this time I am not in a position 
to say when action on re1·ising of charges can 
be ~1nderraken, but we ha1·e it constantly under 
rel'lew. 

M. Maitama Sule (Kana): Airpo rts, S ir, 
and anything connected with them are Federal 
responsibility and as such , therefo re, any 
re1·e nue collected therefro m goes automatically 
to the Federal Government. :\lay I know 
therefore under the circumstances, whether any 
portion of the revenue colkcted fro m any 
airport goes to the Region in which the airport 
is situated ? 

A.m·i~·er-

The Minister of Communications and 
Aviation : :\o, Sir. 

Question-

*0.215. Mr E. C. Akwiwu asked the !.\Iinis
:er of Communications and Aviation :-

If he will state how many post offices there 
Ire in Orlu Division. 

:lmicer-
Tbe Minister of Communications and 

\viation : There are two Departmental Post 
)ffices in Orlu Division namely Orlu and 
\rondizuogu. 

)upplementary to 0.2Jj-

Mr E. C. Akwiwu : \Vould the hon. Minister 
'lease tell us what plans he has for extending 
)epartmental Post Offices. 

4nS'Icer-
The Minister of Communications and 

\viation : I propose to introduce formally a 
}overnment White Paper on Post Office 
Development and I think that time would be 
nore convenient to answer this question as I 
lo not want to anticipate that \Vhite Paper. 

'}uestion-
• 0 .216. Mr E. C. Akwiwu asked the 

'dinister of Communications and Aviation:-

If he will consider establishing a post office 
n every clan in Orlu Division. 

.4nS'Iver-

The Minister of Communications and 
o\ viation : The conditions necessary for the 
~stablishment of Post Offices are given in the 
.Vhite Paper on Post Offices which is to be 
>resented to the House this session. It would 
>t: quite impossible fin ar. ~ : :c ll:: to prm·ick Post 

- Commillee ] 

Offices on the scale suggested. .-\part from 
Post Offices, howen~ r. the Department is 
always prepared to consider the establishment 
of Posul :\ gcncies and if any addit ional one~ 
a rc thought n<:ccssary in Orlu Division, 
application should be made to the Territorial 
Co ntroller, Department of Posts and Tele
graphs, Enugu, or the appropriate District 
Ad1·iscr. · 

Question-
*0.217. Mr E. C. Akwiwu asked the 

:\Iinist<::r of Communicat ions and Aviation :-

If he will gi1·e the number of telephnoes in 
Or!u Division, naming the present subscribers . 
.--l tJSn·er-

The Minister of Communications and 
Aviation: There is one telephone exchange 
in the Orlu Di1·ision, n amely at Orlu. There 
are ele,·en subscribers whose names will be 
found in the telephone directory. 
Supplementary to 0 .217-

ChifS. L. Akintola : What is the population 
of Orlu ? 

The Minister of Communications and 
Aviation : The population is 375,000. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 
THE APPROPRL\TION (1 957-58) BILL 

FrrrH ALLOTTED D.w 

(House in Committee) 

HEAD 60.-:\Ir:>;ISTRY OF TRADE A:W I:-iDUSTRY 

Question proposed, That tlze sum of £36,990 
f or. H ead 60-iflinistry of Trade and Industry
stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr E. C. Akwiwu (Orlu) : Mr Chairman, 
Sir, I do not mo,·e the first and second amend
ments as I would rather move the amendment 
to the Head generally, standing in my name. 

Chief V. Duro Phillips (Ijebu West): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, a little less than a year ago, we 
had an opportunity of throwing hard words at 
our elegant Minister of Trade and Industry. 
\Ve expected at our subsequent Budget 
Meeting to be satisfied that he would take heed 
of our hints and protestations, and that he 
would mo1·e with the times. I am, however, 
sorry that with the opportunity of another year 
which the hon. i\.Iinister had, he has proved to 
us that his l"vlinistry has not justified its 
e_xiste~ce._ Sir, the Ministry is very unproduc
t: \-~ ; It IS :1 ..: ;: ! ~ 0 ~.; .: ! fa il u~·~ ~ ~ 1 vur t" . t ~w e co 
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economic determinat ion. It is the duty of hon. This Group, S ir, has not achieved anything 
i\Iembers on that side of the House, on the of spectacular importance s ince the present 
:::--J'.C.N.C. benches, to listen when we are putting - l.::fde ral House has begun, and the only thing, 
a word or two of advice to our hon. Ministers. Si~-. that we can urge on the hon. Minister is 
\\'e do not come here playfully to mctkc our for him to come down from the high pinnacle 
obsen·ations ; whatever we say, we say it in good of his office, to answer our p raye rs for the 
faith in the i r~rest of the teeming millions of se tting up of specific industries. 

this country. The Ministe r had been advised last year, he 
I venture to ask, \[r Chairman, Sir, in what was again advised this yea r that limestone is in 

respect has the hon . :\-Iinister promoted the abundance in Ijebu Division and that he shou ld 
trade of ::\ige ria : how many industries has he get up his team of industrial advisers to enquire 
been ab le to set up ? There has b t:en a into the possibility of prod uction of limestont. 
constant clamour for the setting up of industries Certainly he has not and, ?vir Chairman, 
in 011·erri particularly-it is a pity that the hon. I move that this Item of Sub-Head 1 should be 
Abii is not here. deleted accordingly. 

The Chairman : Are these a rguments The Chairman : The !\lotio n is not to 
reallv addressed to Item (1 8), Sub-head 1 ?- delete but that S~1b-Head 1 be reduced by £5. 
beca'use the hon. Gentleman is talking about 
the i\-Iinister and not the Chief Industr ial Chief Duro Phillips : i\.Ir Chairman, Sir, I 
Adviser. have to move that Sub-Head 1 item (1 8) should 

be accordingly reduced by £5. 
Chief Duro Phillips : I thank you, i\Ir 

Chairman, Sir, I am making m y observations ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun West): Well, I 
with particular refe rence to Item 18, Sub-head rise to support hon. Chief Duro Phillips with 
1 to reduce by £5, and in that respect, Sir, the specific refe rence to the creation of the new 
official holding the post connected with this post of Ch•ief Industrial Adviser. -
amendment is known as the Industrial Adviser This seems to be an age of advisers to the 
and as such, Sir, we can only bring our views by i\Iinister. Hon. Memb<::rs will notice that the 
laying some premises. post of Chief Industrial Adviser at contract 

The Minister is responsible for the activities rate comes under a new provision which is 
of the industrial advisory group and as such, entitled "Industrial Advisory Group". Well , 
Sir, I say that the setting up of the Indust_rial the whole of this Group appea rs to be entirely 
advisory group has not been productive. new and it involves the spending of a sizable 
\Vhatever the advice this Group has given to sum of money over and abo\·e the previous 
the Minister, thwcountry does not know, and year's estimates. 
the country has not as yet benefitted from it. l\"ow, in the first place, I question the wisdom 

Sir, under the Estimates one sees that of such a provision at this time. The price of 
provision was made for the sum of £11,000 our products has gone down considerably. In 
formerly provided in the 1956-57 Estimates, fact, the current year appears to be the worst 
for the establishment of an industrial research for many years past. Is it now that the prices 
team ; for the appointment of one Ch~ef are going down, that the prospects are rather 
Industrial Adviser ; and, for two Industnal gloomy, that we can afford the luxury of having 
Advisers, all of them on contract. Sir, I a Laponnian Industrial Adviser ? I feel that 
venture to ask what is the advice that all these this is a wrong time to ask for the creation of 
industrial advisers give to the hon. Minister ? this new post. That is my first ground for 
Instead of employing such an army of advisers, attacking this particular provision. I must 
we demand that the Minister should roll up his repeat that the time is most inauspicious for 
sleeve and establish industries in several parts the creation of this post. 
of the Federation. Secondly, the Minister has time and again 

Sir, I am throwing a little challenge on the told us what the policy of his own Department 
Floor of this House to the hon. Minister that is. H e described his own role as that of a 
he should at the very next Session present a glorified spectator. The actors are the Regions : 
White Paper to this H ouse setting out the they are the people to start industries and he 
achievement of his Ministry, with particular would be the fairy godfather merely to stand 
reference to the In dustrial Ad .. ·iso :y Grc •!p . ele~antly to watch how well they are doing it. 
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Well, if the part of the Ministry is that of a I am appealing to all sides of the House that 
spec tator, is it necessary for you to have an this is not a political issue. This is an eco nomic 
officer to tell you how to watch a game ? I issue which touches every part of the country. 
mean, that is the function of this Adviser. Can we afford that now ? 
The :VIinis tcr is a spectall/ r, an onlooker, and I 
h;l\' <:! neve r kno 11·n of a per.:JO n, however ignorant 
he may be. who wil l require an adv iser to tell 
him ho w to ,,·arch a game. On that g round, 
I am opposing the creation of this new post. 

Of course, if the :\ l inister is prepared to tell 
us that he has now changed his policy, that he 
is prepared to enter actively into the building 
of industry, I mav reconsidt: r mv stand. I will 
challenge him ti;.nes withou t ~umber on the 
Floor of this H ouse that the Federal Minister 
should no longer be an onlooker. He must 
take an executi,·e part in the indust rialisation 
o f this country. \Vhy cannot the Federal 
:.\Iinist ry go into t he rural areas or into some 
urban areas to sta rt some industries vJhich 
perhaps the Regions cannot afford to enter into 
at the moment ? 

In sp ite o f all we have said all these years 
the :\Iinistc r st ill considers himself somebody 
:o watch, somebody to advise other people. I 
:eel that that function does not ne(\.essitate the 
·e tentio n of an .-\d,· ise r on the same pedestal 
1s our Minister himself-the Minister's salary 
s £3,000 : that of his Adviser is £3,000. What 
.n expensive .<\dvis<::r ! The Minister is wear
ng a crown ; the Adviser too is wearing a 
rown, an expensi,·e brand at that. £3,000 to 
d vtse .you to watch other people starting 
1dustnes ! .-\nd he is not coming alone. He 
; coming with inducement addition which the 
fin ister hi mself, in all his glory and elegance, 
~s not got. .-\nd he is not even coming alone. 
· you look at the bottom of it you will notice 
tat ht: is coming also with second in command 
-two Industrial Advisers, £5,000 ; two Secre
ry-Typists, and so many others. 

Mr Jaja Wachuku (Aba) : Yes. 

Chief Akinto1a : Yes, I app reciate my 
Friend. Those who do not understand hon. 
Jaja's language will han: the feel ing that he docs 
not agree with me. H e expresses his neaati,·es 
always in the affirmat i,·e. 

0 

On this particular sco re I will appeal to the 
H ouse to reject the crea tion of the post of 
Industrial Adviser. 

Now, I will go to the nex t point on tha t. The 
Adviser may or may not ha1·e been employed 
yet . But judged by previous exper ience, it is 
likely that the Advise r is already here or he may 
be on the way. \Vhat about the ad,·isers-not 
the Chief now : the Chief will be on £3,000. 
What about the t\\·o Industrial Advisers who 
are not Chiefs yet ? Are they expatriates ? 

An hon. Member : They are small Chiefs. 

<?hief Akinto1a : They say they are small 
Chtefs. I h_op e that the Chiefs will resent these 
slanders. These are no Chiefs ; the1· are 
mis-chiefs. · 

l\'ow, if it is inescapable-and perhaps Party 
loyalty will demand that even Members on mv 
right will vo te agai nst their conscie nce-I wiil 
appeal to them that the two Industrial Advisers 
should be N igerians. People may ask, ,,·hy do 
I feel that they should be N igerians ? \Vhat do 
these Industrial Officers do ? They are not 
technical people. They are people. the sum 
total of whose experience will be less than that 
of ?on. Ojukwu or some other experienced 
busmessmen on the Floor of this H ouse. 
People like this, either as part-time officers, 
should be consulted and leave these two 
Assistants alone since they are not goina to start 

Now, if i\'Iembers take particular care to industrie~ themselves. They are m~rely to 
amine the effect of this new provision, this offer adVlce ; why do we have to employ them 
ar through their provision for personal an.d pay. as much as £5,000 for their offering 
10luments, increases in personal emoluments, th1s adv1ce ? That is exclusive of inducement 
d a few other smaller increases, the total and other allowances. 

:rease of provision in this Department is in I know that these men may be called upon to 
: neighbourhood of about £90,000, £90,000 offer e~pert advice. There is such a thing as 
:r and above the provision for the previous expert Ignorance too and there are people who 
1r. Does that indicate that we are aware of are competent to offer advice even on a subject 
· serio'!sness. of our economic posi tion at the like stupidity. The word 'expert' does not 
ment t I s It now that we ought to increase mean anything at all . What I consider to be 
sonal emoluments and the provision for this important in this respect is industrial experience. 
ticular item to the tune of £90,000? W ell , If they are technical people to come and start 
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industries I a"rte, but thev would not be 
technical peopl~. They 11·o uld be mere men of 
experie nce who would be able to say whether 
yo u can get the money for th is or not, whether 
that is the proper site for it or not, whether 
communication there is better or not. 

I am of op inion that the re are .-\ fricans both 
in the :\! inistry and outs ide who can fill the post 
o f o rdina ry ad1·isers, that is granting that we a re 
prepared to ha1·c this other Ad,·ise r at £3 ,000 
a year . 

I am not goi ng to belabour the P?int at this 
stage except to underhne once agam that the 
Minister is se riously o1·erduc for a change o f 
heart. T he policy that he has enunc i~ted on 
the Floor of this House from t ime t0 ttme has 
been most uncon,·incing. It is unconvincing in 
the sense that if the i\Iin istc r is not careful he 
wi ll turn the whole of this country against th e 
Federal House of Representati1·cs . There is 
an ingenuous 11·ay of doing it. I f we are not 
producti1·e, if \\·e are not doing anyth ing for the 
people, if we lea 1·e the whole thing to the 
Regions to run , 1·ery soon \\·e may be forgo tten 
and of cou rse when we are forgo tten the very 
first person to be forgotten will be the elegant 
Minister himself and I can foresee an elegant 
picture of h im hanging somewhere in the 
museum of ant iquity. 

The Minister of Trade and Industry 
(Hon. R. :\. :\'joku): i\!r Chairman, the first 
speaker who mo1·ed this Motion, Mr Duro 
Phillips, started by talking abou t an ~rray of 
ind ustrial advisers. I want to assure htm that 
these people are so rare to come by now that 
we ha1·e been ab le to get only one of the three . 
So there is no question of array. Chief 
Akintola talked about a battalion of industrial 
advisers. That is an exaggeration as well. 
Chief Akintoia was speaking about the necessity 
of havina this group. He has forgotten , e1·en 
tnough he is Leader of the Opposition, that 
last year this was apprO\'ed as a one-line token 
vote of £11,000 for the establishment of this 
group because we are all very much aware of 
the imoortance of having people who have got, 
not as ·he says no skill at all, but people who 
ha1·e got skill either managerial, engineering or 
both. You cannot come by this sort of people 
very easily. 

He talked of £3,000 as something very hig h 
or exorbitant. I can tell him that we have not 
been able to attract anybody of the right calibre 
at this rate we offer : we can hardly get a person 
for even £5,000. That is just by the way. 

Coming to the question of what these people 
do and wh:~t the !\ I inister is supposed to do, I 
think it is very important t hat the Leader of 
t he Opposition should try to understand the 
policy of Government. I concede to him that 
he is t here to oppose but he must oppose 
reasonab ly and befoilf you oppose you must 
t ry to understand what the Government 
proposes to do. I have told him aga in and 
again that the policy of this Go,·ernment on 
industrialisation has been based on the recom
mendation o f the International Bank; that it 
has also been endorsed by the i\"ational 
Economic Council representing all the Govern
ments of this Federation. This i\Iinistry, wit h 
the departments responsible to it, is supposed to 
stimulate and where necessary to take part in 
the estab lishment of major industries of concern 
to more than one Region, indust ries of 
national importance. That is why we ha1·e had 
one already. \ Ve have had the cement industry 
which will profit the whole country. 

Chief Duro Phillips was asking me about t he 
limestone in Ijebu Ode. H e was saying that I 
must send m y industrial adviser to go there 
and dig up limestone and start a cottage 
industry . That is not our duty I am sorry to 
say. 

Chief V. Duro Phillips (Ijebu \ Vest) : 
Point of order. I would like the hon. Minister 
to know that it was only last week that this 
House passed a Motion concerning the setting 
up of industries and amongst other subjects 
limestone was mentione~ The :\Iin istc r ,,·as 
then away. 

The Chairman : That is no point of order. 

The Minister of Trade and Industry : 
All the Governments of the Federation have 
agreed that this Government should provide 
funds and technical assistance through the 
Department of Commerce and Industries 
towards the establishment of major industries 
and we are considering quite a number of 
industries now which are being proposed by 
some of the Regions . I wish Members to 
take this seriously ; there is no point coming 
here all the time talking about industries for 
every hamlet in the place. That is not our 
policy. The establishment of cottage in
dustries is the responsibility of the Reg ional 
Governments through the D evelopment Cor
poration and such bodies as they have. We 
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are concerned wi th major industries and, as 
I : ai.J, a fe w of the;;c projects arc now being 
constdcred. 

Tal king about the work of the industrial 
aJ ,· isory group, it seems to me that some of the 
~ Ien:~as of the Opposi tion do not appreciate 
that tt yo u ha1·c not got people with the right 
experience to meet foreign industrialists or 
expatr iate · industrialists coming into this 
country, discussing their plans with them, 
telling them where local raw materials arc 
available and getting them in touch with the 
1·arious agencies interested in the industrialisa
tion of this country, you will get nothing done. 
i\Iy l\Iinistry and Department have a claim 
because we are th<: people responsible for that; 
we give the in formation to the people that come. 
If I may cite an example of the establishment 
of in dustries by local people, there is one at 
Mushin and it has cost a 1\igerian company 
more than £150,000. But for the technical 
ach·ice given by my officials (as a matter of fact 
we have one industrial officer working there in 
the textile mill), that mill would ha~·e closed 
down because the people who started it had not 
;:ot the technical know-how. But you would 
1ot know that. 

There will be another opportunity for me to 
~ i1·e more information on this. I think I ha1·e 
:aid en~ugh to show that the industrial ad1·isory 
~roup ts welcome and that Members should 
trge that the full team should be recruited 
vithout any further delay. 

it would be calamitous for the Department of 
Commerce and Industries to work without 
advisers in this field. 

Now, Chief Duro Phillips said there is 
limestone in Ijeb u-Ode : surely, if there is, 
?nd he brings informatio..,:o the i\finistry, 
It would not be the duty of the i\Iinister to go 
to IJebu-Ode to assess the n1 lue of that lime
stone.; surely his advisers will be deputed to 
examme the possib ili ties of these deposits 
there. But, if you have not got the ad1·isers 
who will do the work ? ' 

The argument is that this Item is not 
necessary : I say that it is very necessary 
because somebody must come to assess the 
value and it is the tech nical adviser who should 
do that, and even the i\linister has pointed 
out that we have not got the technical know
how ourselves. We all hope to have Indepen-
dence short ly : now, are we not goin" to lay 
the foundation for industrial developm~nt ? 

Sir ~ we have various products in this country 
-agncultural products-and, to build up 
industry ~round these,. t~ere must be people 
or a sectiOn of the Mmistry concerned with 
the day-to-day examination-month-to-month 
year-to-year examination-of the possibil it ies: 
so as to compile a library of information for 
those who come to assist us with our indust
riali.zation. Well, if you have not got technical 
advisers to do this work it will be absolute ly 
1mposs1ble. Therefore, the whole of this 
Item-the whole section here-should in 
fact, as time goes on, be increas~'d . ' 

Mr Jaja Wacbuku (Aba): Mr Chairman 
he only mistake that was made as far as I ca~ 
ee on this particular item is that in the Memo
andum there is no explanation included to 
xplain why this new Head was included. 
ut with regard to the speech of the Leader 
f the Opposition it appears that he did not 
!ad the amendment carefully, because Chief 
•uro Phillips did not ask that this House 
wuld reject this Head at all. He only 
anted to criticise the Head and make some 
•mplaint. But Chief Akintola is now asking 
is House to reject this Head altogether. 
!rtainly this House cannot agree to that 
cause this particular Head had been approved 
;t year by this House. 

I agree with the Leader of the Opposition 
on one point, when he said that attempts 
should be made to see to it, at this initial 
stage, that we should include amongst the 
number of our technical advisers some of our 
Nigerian economists- because we do have 
som7 of those : ~hey are nationalists, fully 
qualified-who Will be associated with this 
advice. That is one point to which we should 
call the attention of the Minister. This 
sh_oul~ be done with a view to producing 
N1genans who can carry on this work in the 
near future. 

We want industrial advice and you cannot 
l'e advice without technical knowledge. Sir, 

With the exception of this point, Sir, I think 
the Leader of the Opposition's argument fail 
completely because the Mover of this Amend
ment does not say that we should reject this 
Item and he has no right now to move that we 
should reject it. I do ask the House not to 
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pay attention to the argument of the Leade r and we must not ignore what is already in this 
of the Oppositio n and I move, That the country. Sir, in the Import T rade, particularly 
(,!0-Iestion be now put. in the merchandise lines, there is what I am 
··Amendment, To reduce I tem (1 8), S ub-head going to submit as a 11·a:tefu l competition going 

on. The expatriate firms ha1·c \·cry large 
1' by £5, put and negatived. capital which can be dc,·oted to the grea te r 

Question as; a in prop osed. benefit to themselves and to tlus country. 
Mr E. C. Akwiwu (Orlu) ; Mr Chairman, Indigenous traders are sho11·ing more and more 

Sir, I think this is one of the Ministries that interest in the importation of somt: lines of 
has, from time to time, been subjected to merchandise, and I respectfully subm it ·that 
gross misunderstanding. We arc all , Sir, the time has come when the ::·dinistry ought to 
anxious to ha1·c industrialization, and all look into the matter so that capital is not wa; tcd 
anxious to sec that trade and commerce in in unnecessary competition. 
this countrv is expanded, but I think that \\"hat we want is that cap ital should be 
critics arc ,:erv often unfair when thev fail to im·ested in something which 11·ill benefit all 
take due notic~ of the fact that this is a :\I inistry concerned; the !.Vlinistry should try to decide 
which has enjoyed some degree of success. which li nes should be concentrated on bv the 
And, while we. might venture to criticise expatriate concerns and those which shouid be 
where criticism is necessary, I think also we left to the indigenous traders. To be more 
ought to recognise some of the achiel'ements specific, Sir : I do not sec why a poo r trader i:-' 
of the i\linistry. this countrv should hm·e to borrow monc1· 

Sir, not long ago it was reported to us in this in order to be able to struggle despe rate ly in th~ 
House-and it was very warmly received-that, importation of second hand clothing in com
through the activities of the Department of petition with expatriate concerns 11·hich ha1·e a 
Marketir:-g and Exports, quite apart from the large capital at thet r d1.sposa l. That 1s some
fact that there was a steep fall in the price of thing that could be lett to the ordmary poo r 
cocoa, our exports showed an increase of people to make whatever profit they can out of it. 
£2 million over what it was in the pre1·ious year. whi lst the larger firms rescn·e the tr effortS 
:1\ow, that is a matter upon which we ought t? for the importation of other lines of merchan
congratulate the Government. And , Sir 1t dise. 
was also pointed out to this House that the Also Sir, it is not onlv that 11·e arc wasti ng 
volume of trade last year showed an increase of capital 3Va ilable in th is . COUntry, but we are 
£7.8 million Ol·cr the previous year ; we were also 11·ascing the dignity and human resources 
also informed about the move to have a Sugar of this country in this wanton competition . 
Industry established in this country. 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun West): What 
of the balance of trade ? 

Mr Akwiwu : Sir, these are events of 
achievement and I feel it would, at least, 
encourage the people concerned if we were to 
acknowledge this improvement in our trade 
situation and ask them to do more. 

Sir, in the trade figures that we were gi1·en we 
were also informed that a fair proportion of our 
import trade is now being done by Nigerians. 
It was reported, Sir, that in the importation of 
flour Nigerians were now importing 28 per cent 
of the total imports, which was an increase, also, 
Sir, we were shown that other lines of 
importation-from Japan and other places
were on the increase. 

But, Sir, I would respectfully suggest that 
there is room for improvement. In this 
count:·y n0\1' t !:c ~e is \·ery great need for c2pi tal 

Sir, in some areas of this co untry, trade in 
imported goods has deecnerated into wha: 
might be called street hawking, both by the 
expatriate importing firms, by the African 
middle-men and by the African importers as 
well. I do not think, Sir, it would make a 
very fine sight to watch some of the dignified 
gentlemen here scrambling over visiting traders 
along the Marina. I think it is a very poor 
show. 

I think, Sir, the Ministry should investigate 
the whole trade in imported merchandise 
and find out really those lines of trade that 
could be left to the poorer Nigerian importers. 
The Licensing Scheme is already in operation 
in some aspects and I fee l that it could be 
extended whilst we released the hands of the 
already over-worked expatriate firms to think 
in terms of sugar manufacture, manufacturing 
of tyrcs and thi n::;s , and r fet: l, Si r, that in ,,, 
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d?ing there will be a very efficient distrihtttion 
ot com mcrctal responsibilities, and · that the 
end will be happy for ev.:rybody concerned. 

Sir, another point I wish to mention is the 
qucsrl'Qp of the Loans Board which was estab
~i shc~ last year . . We were given to understand 
~n thts House, Str, that the object of establish
mg the Loans l3oard was to lend financ ial aid 
to aspiring industria lists. I did not think 
Si:, that there was any restriction made b; 
thts House or bv the Minister himself but 
there is some f,1irly reliable informati;n to 
the effect that the Industrial Loans Board has 
decided to keep out some forms or some 
a~pects of industrial development. I am 
gtven to understand, Sir, that they restricted 
the loans to helping only existing industries. 

\v:ell, M r Chairman, Sir, it is left for every
one tn thts House to knbw how many industries 
we have established in this country. If we 
have so many then there would probably not 
have been the need for the Ordinance. But 
~ venture _to submit, Sir, that the important 
:actor behtnd the creation of the Board was 
:o assist those who could not, but really 
:hewed a genuir~ desire and ability to establish 
>ne, and also to put on their feet all the existing 
mes, to help them out of difficulty, if they so 
teed. But, Sir, I think it is unfair, and it 
~ns completely contrary to the same legisla
ton, tf the Loans Board will go to say that 
'ley are only going to help the industries that 
re already in existence. I repeat, Sir, that it 
:Jmpletely defeats the objective, and it is a 
latter which I feel the Minister, if he is 
tformed of that situation, should give his 
nmediate attention to. 

certa in industr ial aspec ts one ,,·ou ld cxp<:c t 
to have some rough and rcac!v ans11·er but 
one has to ll'ait ior the enquiry or inves tigat ion 
or whate1·er you call it to start ri "h t from 
scratch, and this takes a •·en· Ion" " time I 
think this is beginning to ha1·e a" 1·erv dis
couraging effect on ou r indust rialisa tion. · 
. Finally, Sir, on this issue o i specific import 
h~ences, f feel that e1·en though it is said that 
:\ tgenans are noll' enjoying a greater share 
of the import trade, I feel that the share of 
:\'igerianscan be increased with the importation 
of. these lt cc~sed goods. I see no reason why 
Afncan busmessmen, or bakers, or African 
traders or middle-men who co uld very well 
and eas ily trade on about 25 to 30 or 5.0 tons 
of flour in a month should be restricted to 
5 tons or one quarter. I think, Sir, it is unfair 
if a man feels he can do the trade by all me:1ns 
allow him to do it. r think it is unfair to gi,·e 
a man merely 5 tons or 10 tons , when he c:1n 
well use 100 tons. The next thing happens 
IS that It gets him the little that he is allo11·ed, 
and he gets from others, when he could ha1·e 
easily got his own. The same goes for the 
other licenses. 

.-\s a matter of fact I do not remember 
coming across in a place like Port Harcourt, 
or other places I know, traders or am·one 11·ho 
has &'ot any. permit at all or any special permit 
f~r tmportmg goods from Japan. I think, 
S1r, they are very few and far between, and I 
?ope the 17% is not confined to Lagos and 
tts surroundings. We in the provinces are 
very keen traders and we are interested in 
these things, and we implore you, Sir, to step 
up the ~ortwn gt1·en to the indigenous ::'liigerian 
traders m every case where permits are given. 

Sir, I beg to move. 
Amendment proposed. 

If my information is correct, I believe he 
IS got his powers under Section 29 of the 
1dustrial Loans Ordinance, to call for the 
:c!sion, make his comments, and give his 
.vtce. 

I think it will annoy this House a good deal 
this situation were to be true. 

Now, Sir, I think finally on the issue of 
ius trial advice, we are glad to note that we have 
visers who can help enquirers ; but we are 
o asking, Sir, that some further investigation 
made at the instance of the department 

:I~ to find and use, if possible, a catalogue 
:atr!y modest industries that aspirants in this 
.ntry can get their hands on. One often 
Is, Sir, that enquiries when they are made 
: some time to get any answers at all. In 

C~ief T .. T. Solaru (Ijebu East) : Mr 
Chatrma~, Str, the int.ention of moving to 
reduce thts Head by £10 ts to draw the attention 
of the Minister of Trade and Industry to the 
fact that much as he might have done much 
~s he may be d_o.ing now and will b; doing 
m future to facilitate the production of our 
economic wealth, not much has been done ; 
as a. matter of fact very little has been done to 
fac!lttate the movement of these exports, 
these our products, abroad. 

Sir, we have had information that from 
arrangements made by some departments 
under this Ministry, maybe M arketing and 
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Exports, about the evacuation of products And then, what happens ? f t means that 
and about the bringing in of imports from since these Confe rence Lines are having a 
abroad that there is a bottle-neck, and that virtual monopoly of the evacuation of ou r 
bottle-~eck is killing our trade. That is produce, it stands to reason that . ~ other 
why I am taking up this quarrel with the shipping lines would ltke to come 111 uecause 
:\finiste r of Trade and Industry. there will be nothing to carry fo r them, and so 

unless the M inist ry of Trade and Industry 
do-rs something, in conjunction wi th other 
Ministry is responsible for this to see that there 
is re"ular flo w of trade, thts country IS betng 
subj ;cted to economic _strangulation.. And 
L do hope-I won't call ht m elega nt thts ttme 
because I want him really to be up and dm ng-f 
hope this our :\Iinister ll'ill see to it that al~ th.ese 
bottle-necks are remol't!d and that there ts tree 
mo1·ement of trade both import and export. 

H<! cannot claim that he knew nothing about 
it because as [ understood, delegates have 
ll'aited upon him to see that this bottle-neck 
is removed. In partic ular I am referr ing to 
the stranglehold that some shipping line 
called Confere nce Lines seems to be having 
on our trade here. \Vho has arranged with 
the Conference Lines to evacuate our products ? 
\Yho has put the monopoly into their hands ? 
Why is it that no other shipping line can e\·a
cuate our products ? Why is it that no goods 
can come from abroad except through Con
ference Lines ? You see people ha1·e appealed 
to our i\finist rv of Trade and Industry to 
smooth this thing out, but nothing has been done. 
As a matter of fact, Sir, it seems to me that 
this is one other way of killing our trade. 
What is the value of the .-\papa \Vharf Exten
sion if all that we do is to abdicate in favour 
of some shipping line which will be unable 
to meet our needs ? The fact is this that goods 
are piling up in this country, and if nothing 
is done to fac ilitate the movement of them yo u 
are killing trade, and it is this killing of trade, 
the aspect of it, that I am spotlighting. It 
is no use telling me that that is the concern 
of some other Ministry. The special field 
of this M inistry is to facilitate trade, and if 
there is anything that is creating a bottle-neck 
to the movement of trade, I think it is the 
duty of this i\Iinistry to see that that thing 
is removed. 

Sir, I find that great need of this country 
for getting our produce abroad needs not be 
emphasised. For you will see that sometimes 
there is a slump in some particular Nigerian 
produce not because there is no one wanting it 
abroad, but the difficulty of getting it to them. 
You see, I am told by a tradesman "My 
principals abroad would like 2,000 tons of 
this, 2,000 tons of that, but I only have shipping 
space for 50 tons and therefore I have to tell 
my customers I cannot buy much more. There 
is no room to store them. And if I store them 
they will deteriorate". Now, if our goods 
cannot get abroad, how are we going to get 
this money, immediate capiul for economic 
expansion? 

Si r, it seems to me that the seriousness of 
it is brou"ht much more to the from during 
the Suez Canal crisis, when the prices 11·ent 
up by five shillings. I t was temporary, and 
then this thing that they satd was tempor:uy 
has now been superimposed by another five 
shillin"S because thev sav, ships have to go 
around the Cape . The· point is if oth~r 
shipping lines can come ~ere, can't t~ey reduce. ~ 
the congestion ? Sure1y the :\'ftm~te r ot 
Trade and Industry cannot stt wtth hts arms 
folded and do nothing about it. If he will 
onk let us know whether or not he has had 
delegat ions waiting upon him in this matter, 
and let us know what he has done about 
it, he might allay the fears oi the country. 

Sir the time is now overdue when we must 
have ~omething done to remove the economic 
stran~lation of any Conference Line, or any 
other line whatever upon our trade and 
industry. 

M. Ahmadu Fatika (:\orth Zaria) : Sir, I 
rise to support the expenditure on this Head 
and in doing so I should like to make a few 
observations. This Ministry is very important 
to the progress and eco~omy o~ this country 
and it is for this reason, Str, that m any Budget 
Session I have felt it is necessary to criticise 
the Ministry especially for its policy concerning 
the establishment of industries throughout 
Nigeria, but I am pleased now and I have 
to congratulate the Minister of Trade a~d 
Industry for inviting an expert to advtse 
on the possibility of making sugar :v~o visited 
Makarfi. I have to remtnd the i'vftn!Ster that 
there is an abundance of sugar cane at Anchau 
besides Makarfi and I hope when deciding 
the establishment of the industry Anchau will 
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not be neglected. And I hope the report authorities concerned with ind ustria lisat ion 
of :'IIr .-\. C. Barnes will come out as early of this country. 
as poss ible. 

~ir, before concluding my remarks I should 
- like to· touch· a ,·cry important matter in this 

i\linistry, that is trading. In an y Budget 
Session man\· :'1 [embers criticise the way the 
fore ign tirms and aliens monopolise trades 
that indigenous Nigerians could do, and this 
is ,,·orst in the :\orthe:n Region, but sti ll the 
i\Iinister of Trade anct Industry keeps silent 
on thi s ,·cry important matter. These forei gn
ers, Sir, arc he re on ly to take away our richness 
and lcm·e the country. Therefore I appeal 
once aga in to the Minister of T rade and 
Industry to take urgent action by implementing 
a law in such a way that will gua rd the inte rests 
of our !'\igerian traders . 

Lastly, Sir, I should like to point out to the 
i.\ Iinister that our businessmen ha,·c started 
to realise the benefit of trade with people 
outside ?\igeria, but unfortunately they are 
not encouraged at all, and this can be justified 
by seeing the difficulties they come across 
when applying for import or export licences. 
They are depri,·ed of getting the licences. Ilut 
what happens to the foreign firms or aliens ? 
To them it is qui te easy. Sir, if this kind of 
discrimination is allowed to continue in this 
country, it means that we are helping imperial
ists against indigenous businessmen, which 
is 1·e ry bad. Therefore I hope our bold 
Minister of Trade and Industry "·ill take bold 
action for the in teres ts of "'ige;ians. 

\ Vith these few remarks, I support the 
expenditure. 

Mr J. M. Udochi (Afenmai) : Mr Chairman, 
I rise to oppose this Motion which seeks to 
reduce this Head of the Estimates by £ l 0. 
It is no reflection on the ability of the 1\-Iover 
of this Motion if I suggest that it shows he has 
not paid sufficient attention to the work and 
policy of this Ministry. The Minister has on 
many occasions pointed out that the Federal 
Department of Trade and Industry is not a 
department, as it were, catering for only the 
Federal Territory of Lagos. It is a Depart
ment composed and formed to co-ordinate 
industrial efforts in the whole of the Federation. 
Its advisers are appointed to the Ministry, 
they are advisers to the whole industrial efforts 
being mack by both the Regional and other 

!\"o\1·, ·Sir. the hun. the :'llo1·cr has referred 
in a rather deprecatory manner to one~pf the 

·· i'nost important legislat ions which this Depart
ment has brought to being in thi ~ country . 
I .,rcr to the Industrial Loans (Lagos and 
Fcucration) Ordinance which was passed last 
year. !'\o\1·, the question about the progress 
of industry in this country hinges more or less 
on the a1·ailability of capital, and the indige
nous people of this country do not engage in 
industrialisat ion because thev ha1·e no finance. 
That Ordinance seeks to provide a remedy to 
that subject; the Ordinance is made to give 
loans at very low rates of interest to Africans 
who want to engage in industry. 1\ow, the hon . 
the i\Io1·er could not sav in such an ordinance 
that anybody who w"ants to establish an 
industry, who has never engaged in any type 
of indust ry, who has no knowledge at all of any 
industry whate>·er, could by merely standing 
up and saying "I want to industrialise the 
country," the peop le should rush and g ive him 
a loan. 1\o. I sav that before that Ordinance 
applies to somebody, that somebody must be 
able to satisfy the country that he has got the 
ability, he has got the knowledge, or he has got 
the means , to pro vide such things. There 
must be a nucleus of some so rt of business for 
\\·hich a loan is required, otherwise you will 
soon find peopl e gi,·ing money to people who 
ha1·e no intention at all, giving money to 
debtors to pay their debts, in other words. So 
that instead of blaming the Board for making a 
so rt of stl!'utiny as to the ability or the inten tion 
of people who want loans before giving 
loans, I think we should praise the Loans 
Board because it is doing exactly what the 
House expects it to do. v\ihen we passed the 
Ordinance, we did not expect the Ordinance 
to be used as a means of throwing away our 
money. 

Now, Sir, there is one point which Members 
who are so critical of government not rushing 
to industrial production often omit to notice. 
In this country, industrialisation of the country 
must proceed at a rate at which it is capable 
for Nigerians to fo llow. What do I mean by 
that ? You must go on at a rate in which our 
industrial project must be by Nigerians for 
Nigeria. It is very easy for us to ask perhaps 
one of the industrial lords in England to esta
blish a motor industry that will stretch from 
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Lagos to Oshodi: it could not be done, ?ut 
that \\·ould be an industrial proJ~C t u1 " ·luch 
the ?\ige rian would p~ay the ~ole ot wag~~e:~rn ~ r 

1. If ,·ou \\·ant mdustnalts:J.tiOn tn .lt ''Ill on '· J '\ . . . 
be 'established ancl worked by,· 1genans ,_ ~ O.u 
ha,·e go t to make it ~t a pace t ne coun_tr~. ''d~ 
be able: to follow. You canmnte lndu,tn,lhst> 
from anv part of the world; If they :~re m llt ng_ to 

O·ut tl1ev \\·ill come out and estabhsh 
come , , bl' l · 
industries but you will only be esta IS 11ng 
industries that are run by forc1gners-by fore1gn 
enterprise and not by us. I s:1y that the 
Ministry "·ill not be s1lly enough to engage m 
such a policy. 

The ~- Ii nistrv is pursu ing a much wiser and 
nationalistic poiic,·, a policy in 11·hid ·, ,,.e \':ant to 
brin" industrialisation m such . ~- gradual 
man~er, that it "·ill be an industn al1sat1on by 
tl:e country and for the country. (Hear , /rear). 
I Intcnuption). I am not g1vmg \l·ay. So I 
~ay Sir that instead of coming ~ere and makmg 
flambovant speeches about mdusmaltsatlon~ 
we shci'uld try to understand the cond1t1on ot 
the country. ·I will tell you what the Go,·ern
ment is doing : the Government knows that 
you can not industrialise the country mthout 
sufficient capital ; the Governme~t has put up 
an economic programme ; t here 1s a mde ra~ge 
of increased power and elec tncny production 
has risen in this country: we ha,·e no ?ther 
means of industrialisation except by electnClty. 
The Government has a great p rogramme. for 
electrifying this country and making elec_tnc1ty 
cheaper. The Governmen: has nor only d~ne 
that, the Government has gl\·en_a."·;de tramm_g 
in all the institutions to the trammg of techm-. 
cians-men who will be able to make use ot 
their hands and their brains when it _comes 
to industrialisation. vVe are not g01ng to 
industrialise by getting trained ~en fro m ?t~er 
countries. The Government IS now trammg 
technicians, read and mark what the Government 
is doing. 

vVe want to industrialise the country by the 
country and for the country and that is what the 
Government is doing. I am telling Members 
what thev do not know. Instead of coming 
to the House and shouting to the moon, 
we should study what the Minister has bee_n 
trying to do,. we ~hould try to understand h1s 
policy. H e 1s domg everytlung to uphf~ the 
prosperity of this_ country; he h~s estabhshed 
advisory bod1es m order to adnse those who 
might need advice. 

Chief S. L. Akintola (Oshun West) : I 
underst:md the :'1 !m1stcr IS doing even thmg: 
does that inclULk Rock-n-Roll ? 

Mr J. :\I. Udochi : \\'..: :1ll 11·:u1t to s~e this 
countrv inJustri;.~lis c: d, do not let us run <l11·ay 
,,·ith the bdief that in clu s ~ ri :disatiu n. i ~ some
thin" that em come o,·er-n1~ht. (Clue( S . L. 
. ..J. hil~to fa : Tf'!r J i; saying l il a ! ?) . T he :'ll1mster 
is bringing out people ,,·ho w1ll be able ~o 
ad,·ise us; so he 1s domg someth1ng to mclu, 
trialise the country. 

E,·ernhina t hat is desirable is not akays 
expedient . \ \' e cannot e:-.:pcct our. Go,·ern
m ent to use the resources at our tltspos:Il to 
eng;1ge in industrial production. \\' hat I_ mea~ 
is the Go,·ern ment se tting up a moto r tactor; 
a~d producing and manufacturing motor c~r,s : 
m~ cannot e:-.:pect ou r Go1·ernment to do tn~t, 
with the present resources. Our Go1·ernment 
has "Ot some othe r priority, such as _educauon 
proj~cts fo r this country, and such as 1mpron~g 
our natural resources. T he Go,·c rnment "1ll 
ha1·e to use its money in that direction at th is 
stage of our Je,·elopment , in o rder t_o see that 1f 
industria lisation e1·en tu.11ly comes, It mll come 
to staY. 

:'llr. Chairman, with thos~ few remarks , I beg 
to oppose the :\lotion. 

The Minister of Trade and Industry 
(:\ lr R . . -\. '\joku) : :'IIr Chairman on this Floo r 
I must s:lV that I appreciate the very construc
ti1·e 11·a, · ' in "·hich :'II r _-\k,yiwu made h1s_ 
comments . H e stressed the importance ot 
encourag ing '\igerian part ic ipation in trade m 
this country. H e quoted some figures but I 
can ?.:;.>ure the H ouse that th1s year's figures may 
even exceed the figures that he quoted. For 
instance, dealing with commodities which are 
subject to licensing, I think I should sa_Y ~hat 
i\i"erian businessmen's interests are of a hm1ted 
;a;ge; they are in~erested ~or instance in flour, 
second-hand clothmg and 1mports fro~ Jap~n. 
They are not interested in ai_r cond1t10mng 
apparatus or heavy typ~s of machmery and so on. 
I will deal with those m wh1ch they have sho\\·n 
interest . 

In 1955 the percentage of flour that went into 
'\i"erian hands was ZS and, when I quote th1s 
pe;centa~e, I mean_ for the whole country and : 
am also mcludmg 1mports "·h1ch are made b} 
bi" firms like l..i.A.C., John Holt, and the 
L ;,·entine firms, Lebanese and the Syrians. 
E,·erything is put in the "hotch-potch" and the 
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~iger~ans had a share of 28 per cent of it dealing in the same commodities. I am glad 
m l':i:>J and last year it rose to 32 per cent . also to announce that the major expatriate firms 
(Ciuef S. L. Akintola : Too small). (some of them anyway) are gradually moving 

\\ihen you come to second-hand clothino away from the cheaper consumer goods suc;h as 
the percentage rose from SO per cent in 1 'i 55 ~~ textiles and mo1·ing to technical ones, so as to 
82 in 1956. _For Japanese goods, the per- give the African importers a chance. It will be 
centage rose from 1+.9 in ltJ55 to 17.5. I a change, a ,·e ry pleasant change, if the Leader 
am saying these things to ~. how the Members of the Opposition can appreciate what is good, 
that a deliberate attempt is being made to make and I think he ought to appreciate that these 
sure that the Nigerian participation is increasing people, of their own ~.ccord, are moving away 
year by year. from the more common consumer goods to give 

. I hav~ had the traders in various imports way to Africans who are now entering the trade. 
diVidea mto categories, because when we had Mr Akwiwu also spoke at length about 
them a1i together 1t was difficult to find out how the import of flour. Well, no trader, be he 
much was going to Nigerian businessmen as Nigerian or expatriate, will be allowed to import 
such and, as I have these now divided in to as much as he can when he is spending dollars 
categories A, B and C, I can keep a verv vioilant and our dollar income has got to be watched. 
eye on the Nigerian members of the v;rious That is the reason why we have this licensing 
categories. programme. All the imports that involve the 

Mr Akwi1~u also mentioned the difficulty spending of dollars or some other scarce currency 
wh1ch traders are experiencing, especially have got to be watched. From the figures 
N1genans, owmg to over-stocking of their stalls. which I have quoted, I think Members will be 
When commodities are selling at a profit, the assured that more and more of this trade
tendency is for businessmen to over-stock and flour, Japanese imports and second-hand 
naturally, the price goes down. It is the policy clothing-is going into the hands of Africans. 
of the Ministry, to maintain a balance, so that I now come to my friend, Chief Solaru. He 
while the importer has a reasonable margin of spoke at length about the amaloamation of a 
profit, the price position must be such that the group of Shipping Companies."' Now, these 
price does not go too high, otherwise the people deal with the export of ::-<igerian produce, 
ultimate consumer will suffer. So we are the produce that is handled by the Marketing 
keeping that balance very much in mind in Board. There is a central selling organisation 
order to make sure that whereas the importer for the whole of Nigeria, as Members well know: 
does not lose his money, he does not get too that is the Nigerian Produce Marketing Com
much profit either, otherwise it is the ultimate pany with its headquarters in London. This 
consumer that sufiers. Company acts as the selling organisation for the 

I do not know where Mr Akwi1m is now but I Central Marketing Board which is responsible 
think I can take this opportunity to announce for the evacuation and export of these products 
that this year the Minister has decided to curtail from .Nigeria. The Nigerian Produce Market
the imports from Japan. We know that ing Company is making a very good job of its 
there is now a tendency for people to over-stock responsibility and I think i\lembers have on 
goods from Japan and, therefore, the business- several occasions congratulated them on the 
men themselves may suffer. This step is being success of their operations. 
taken also to help in restoring the balance of Chief Solaru spoke about accumulation of 
trade. My Colleague, the hon. Financial certain commodities for export. I think he 
Secretary, and myself have spoken at length must have been referring to timber : because of 
about this and make no apologies whatsoever for its bulk, timber is the one most liable to accumu
the state of our balance of trade last year and lation. There was a certain amount of accumu
this year. It is a sign that the economic lation but that was due, as I stated in an answer 
programme is being carried out. A lot of this to a question which was asked by an hon. 
money is being spent on capital goods and when Member, to the fact that more timber came in 
you spend your money on capital goods, you are than was usually the case at this time of the year 
investing indirectly. and steps have been taken to clear the timber. 

Mr Akwiwu also mentioned the question of Now, he referred to an expatriate businessman 
expatriate firms rivalling the Nigerian firms who said that he could export more but he had 
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not the shipping space. I think that man must Mr R. A. Fani-Kayode (Ife) : i\Ir Chairman 
be dealing in non-~Iarketing Board produce, Sir, I ri se to support the request for the reduc
that is those commodities that are not resen·ed tion of this H'!!lld by the sum of £10. First 

·--- --- -·- b,· Iaw for the ~Iark"eting Boards to deal with- and foremost 1"\vould like to remind tht: hon . 
things like, as I mentioned already, "ti.mber, Minister in charge of this Department that the 
rubber, hides and . sk1ns an.:, so on .. \\ ell, 1f Opposition as far back as 1955 had requested 
this expatriate busmessman ts really mtcrcstecl the Government to reduce the licences for the 
in exporting and he ~1as the stuff he ~vants to importation of Japanese goods in view of the 
export, there is nothtng to pr6cnt hun tr?m fact that at that time only £8 worth of goods 
shipping his products through othe r shtpptng were exported from Nigeria to Japan. I am 
lines. There is no monopoly. very happy that, as the Leader of the Opposttwn 

always calls it, the :\linister has at last ?ee n 
\Vhat I want to emphasise IS this. The favoured with hind-sight instead of forestght. 

Conference Lines are in agreement with the We always bring out requests for these innova
:'\Iarketino Company in London for the evacua- tions at a time the Minister opposed such a 
tion of th~ produce handled by the i\hrketing request; but we are ':ery ~appy to n?tc that he 
Boards. As far as other produce is concerned, is following the advtce gl\·en to lum by the 
there is no monopoly C·~ any sort and any Leader of the Opposition. 
shipper is welcome to it. The i\Iarketing 

11 h b · f h The next point I must make is to support my 
Company natura y as got to o tam or t e hon. Friend on this side of the House who called 
producers of this country the best terms and d b h 
therefore any Shipping Company or group of for the protection of African tra ers y t e 

b 'II Department of the hon. Minister. I should 
companies which gives it the est terms Wl like to state that the :\linister could not be fully 
be accepted by agreement and these agreements aware of what happens to Japanese licences 
are subj'ect to review from time to time . h h 

issued by his departmt!nt. Furt ermore, e 
I think I have answered also the point raised cannot be fully aware of the licences issued for 

by my friend from the 1\orth about licences. the importation of second-hand clothing from 
It is a very satisfactory and healthy sign that the United States. I am saying this with all 
Members from all parts of Nigeria are becoming sense of responsibility that if the Minister had 
more interes ted in the question of Nigerians been aware of what is going on in his own 
taking part in the import and export trade. It department of Commerce and Industries he 
is a very good sign and I think the Ministry is will no t be so happy when he said that a large 
meeting the wishes of ;\[embers by the fact that percentage of business is being placed in the 
the amount of trade, both import and export, hands of Africans. It is true that Japanese 
which is going into the hand~of indigenous licences and licences for the importation of 
Nigerians is increasing year by year, and this goods from the United States are issued in the 
year the fercent:tge will increase also. name of Africans, but I can assure the Minister 

that most of these names are names of fictitious 
Finally, Sir, I think I should say that it is people. 

my very great consolation that even though 
some people who have never attempted to It is the principle and the policy of the 
establish industries, like the Leader of the Department of Commerce and Industries that 
Opposition, do not appreciate what is being these licences are not transferable. But what 
done by my Ministry and my Department, the do you find ? You will find that members of 
industrialists themselves, both expatriate and the staff of Commerce and Industries are 
Nigerians, have always shown great appreciation behind the most colossal fraud and racket of 
and gratitude for the help they are getting from this decade and I shall bring a specific instance 
the Ministry. of a definite member of that department and 

I shall name him, and I shall give instances of 
fraud. The police have heard of this thing 
but nothing has been done. 

The Chairman : It is time for a short 
break now and I suspend the sitting for a 
quarter of an hour. I propose to call on 
Mr Fani-Kayode when we resume. 

Sitting Suspended. 

Sitting rewmed. 

An hon. Member: Don't du it. 

Mr Fani-Kayode : I am bound to give his 
name because the hon. Minister will soon tell 
me I am bringing vague charges before this 
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H ouse and to show that I am responsible I shall ruled out as un parl iamentary. T he hon. 
n;tme the officer in question. If an _·\frican Member might say instead, "The Minister has 
member of the Department commits fraud very ~o t pre,·entcd ~rauddent practices obtaini ng 

.quickly you -will find the Attorne,·-General tn hts Dcpartm[nt." I think it is what the 
moving into action and soo n you wiil find the hon. Gentleman really means. 
man in the clock and Gentlemen of the Bar arc 
called to defend him. You ~l find the case of Mr Fani-Kayode : This matte r is so 
an. African ,·e ry rece ntly who had to be brought serious that I have been trying, as I said before, 
mtles away to answer charges in this country. not to attack the i\Iinistcr. The !\Iinister 

- The system of the racket is very simple. knows full well that I do not mean for once 
\Vhat happens ? This House made the policy that he has been abetting fraud . In fact, I 
that Africans should be given preference when said that the i\Iinistcr could not be a\\·are of 
it comes to the issue of licences. What happens? these fraudulent practi<:cs but in order to 
The officer in charge issues licences in the name show the fee ling of th is side of the House I 
of Africans and then you will find th;J.t these had to comply directly \l·ith the ruling of the 
licences are sold to Syrians and Lebanese and Chatr that the attack must be on the :\Iinister. 
then the licences will be endorsed "the aoods But, in all seriousness, we are hop ing that this 
are to be ordered through Mr 'X', the Syrian or officer should be brought to boo!, as soon as 
L ebanese." possible. 

In the second case yo u will find that the Secondly, on the issue of Japanese licences 
department issues licences for the importat ion the hon. Minister could not be aware that up 
of second-hand clothing from the Uni ted States. ttl! to-.clay Synans hold in their possession 
The same officer later on re-endorses the over mnety per cent of the permits issued to 
licence and amends it to bring in nylon materials Africans. I hope the Minister will take care 
These are instances of cases I have seen. to seek out this infor~ation and find out 

An hon. Member : Kame him. whether it is true and we hope that before the 
end of this ~ession he might be able to gi ,·e 

Mr Fani-Kayode : I shall name him. us some facts tf he can get them. 

The Chairman : I must say something L astly, in support of what the Leader of 
about the last few words of the hon. Member. h 0 t e pposition said on this point, I bdie,·e 
The naming of an incl i,·iclual; if he is a member that the :\Iinister himself i~ not doincr suffi
?f the public service is ,·ery much deprecated cient enough to look after his Depa~tment. 
m the House of Commons in London. It is, I h h 
after all, not a humble individual whom one am sure e as got able heads of Department, 

Permanent Secretaries, "·ho should do these 
sho.uld attac~ i.n this House but;.~"te i\Iini:;ter. th.ings. He . should . not busy himself only 
It 1s the i\:Imtster responsible to protect his h h ff f b d' :vtt t e a mrs o policy ; he ~hould go directly 
su o.r mates. an.d. in general I do deprecate the mto the workmg of the Department and if he 
nammg of mdlVlduals in the public service. feels that the inquiry is clue he should be bold 
~ F.ani-Kayode : I will follow your enough (as has been said by an hon. Member 

ruhng, Str, and I shall then attack the Minister from this side of the House) to institute an 
indirectly, but whenever I attack the Minister inquiry into the Department of Commerce and 
he must remember I am not attacking him Industries if he. feels that the allegations 
b~t I am attacking that fraudulent person in brought before thts House are justified. 
h1s D epartment. The Minister has been T · · f d h ~ , o end it all, I shall have to be a the Minister 
conmvmg at rau ' t e Minister has been for Trade and Industry that th~ less he acts 
abetting fraud and the Minister has escaped the rock and roll Minister in this House the 
justice by not being brought before the Court, b · h d h .etter, m ~ at the hon. L eader of the Opposi-
an t e sooner the hon. Minister stops all tton has satd that the hon. Minister has become 
these fraudulent practices in his Department h El · p 
the sooner trade will be made better for the t e vts resley of the Federal L egislature. 
African traders. All that he . does-instead of giving us facts 

and figures, mstead of dealing with his Depart-
The Chairman : \-Vhen I come to read ~ent, mstead of bringing industry to Owerri

'Ha?sard' tomorrow I shall rather regret not IS to come before this House and give us vague 
havmg challenged the phrase "the Mini~te r terms about what he intends to do. We hope 
has been abetting fraud." That might be that at the next Session we shall have concrete 
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" ·ork tin t has been done by this :\Iinister and, 
at that stage, I can assure him that all :\ lembc: rs 
on titis ;i _l c of the I-Ious~ will be the first to 
applaud him. 

l\'lr A. 0. Olarewaju (South llor in ) : :\ Ir 
Chairman, Sir , I rise to support th is .\mc:nd
ment. It is not my 1\·i;h, Sir, to criticise: the 
:\Iinistr'," of T rade and I ndustry so he;tnly 
but I ~I'Ould like to point out that there is 
nothing to show that there is any si; n of 
acti,·itv under th is ;\,{i nistn·. I do not say 
that tl;is :\Iinistry is wholly redundant but that 
it should be more ali,·e : there is no sign of 
improvement in trade, nor any sign of indust ry 
of any nature. 

For example, there is a loc:1l Honey 
Industry in the ~orthe rn Region: this need~ 
impro,·ement by encou raging the local people. 
They can be taught how to tin their product. 
I iurin is kno1m for port making : this also needs 
much impro,·cment. \Ve learn of shoe and 
cotton factories in the :\orth, as well as other 
usefu l industries in the East and \rest, but 
nothing is done by the Federal Go,·ernment. 

The Federal Government should be more 
ali,·e and not allow Regional Go,·ernments to 
lead in all things. Indust rialization must take 
quick effect in :\igeria as from this ,·ery moment. 

I v:ou!d ad,·ise th:lt the :\ I in~ster concerned 
should let us ha,·e a film show of acti,·itv in 
his Ministrv. He should by th is time ha,·e 
established · modern factories , including an 
armaments factory to produce ammunition 
of our own. \ \-e hope to li1·e in peace but 
we should not fo rget all about war. 

What attempt has this i\:i'inistry made to 
establish firms in ~igeria and o\·erseas ? 

Mr Chairman, Sir, to my surprise we have 
a reduction in the price of cocoa in the world 
market but in Nigeria there is no reduction in 
price of the manufactured cocoa ; this means 
that Nigeria is losing both ways-that is by 
selling cocoa o\·erseas at a reduced price and by 
buying it at home at the same old price. 

Sir, I support the reduction. 

Mr T. 0. S. Benson (Lagos West) rose in 
his place and claimed to move, that the question 
be now put. 

Question, That the Question be /toW put, 
put and agreed to. 

Question, Th at Head 60-Jlinistry of Trade 
and Industry-be reduced by £10, put and 
l! fgat i·;.:ed. 

Original Question put and agreed to. 

HL\D 61-C'O, I:I IEHCE ,\ ::-;D I:--iDUSTRI E3 

O ues lirm proposed, T hat £173,880 f or Head 
6 1-::_Cummerce and Industries-stand ,Mrt of 
the Sclwdule. 

Chief V. Duro Phillips (Ijcbl.l West) : :\I r 
Chairman, Sir, the object of our filing this 
A.mendment to reduce sub-head 28 by £1 0, 
is to show our di.;agreement. wi th the set -up 
ot .this particular section ot the Commerce 
and Industries Department : that ts the sectton 
ot' T he Institute of _-\pplied T echnical Research. 
Here , S ir, is another instance \\·here the 
)[ inist ry of Trade and Industry is guilty of 
"squanclermania" . 

Last vear we \\·ere presented wi th an 
identical-set of Estimates with those we ha,·e 
this year unde r this particular section. But 
the question arises , Sir : into what is the 
:\ Iinistry making this research ? Here, under 
Sub-head 28 we hJ.ve: one Head of Research, 
£3 ,000-he earns exactly the same salary as 
the hon. Minister himself ; Chief Scientific 
Officer £2 500 · we ha,-e vet again one Principal 
Scientific 'Offi~er, £ ! ,9+0; then \\·e ha,·e 
three Senior Scientific Officers at £1 ,180 
e;!Ch and st ill m:: have the usual array or' 
secretary-typists and stenographers. 

The principal question arises : w~at ~as 
been the result of the research that ts bemg 
made by this particular section of the M inistry ? 
How have we benefited by the results of the 
research ? I think it would have been proper, 
Sir, if the M inister had convinced himself by, 
at least, appointing one Research Officer~ne 
will suffice the Ministry-instead of appomung 
an array of about eight Scientific Officers and 
Research Officers. 

:\Ir Chairman, I do not intend to speak at 
lencrth on this Sub-head but I think it would 
be "proper to move that the Estimate on this 
Sub-head should be reduced by £10, to show 
our disagreement with the policy of the Minis
ter. 

Accordingly, Mr Chairman, I beg to move. 
Amendment proposed, To reduce Sub-head 28 

by £10. 
ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun West): I am 

supporting this particular Amendment. I 
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think that a case has been made out for the 
l\l1n1ster to answer. 

. The l~ on. the :\lo\·e r asked what these people 
are .expected to make resea rch into. \\'e have 
ad\'lsers alre~dy a~d what would be the function 
of the men Ill this particular Department and 
ho \.\ often do they publtsh results of the research 
wh1 ~h they are conducting ? And, if this 
particular _Department must ha \·e such a large 
number ot r~scarch workers, what is the u;e of. 
the resea rch wh ich is being conducted in other 
spheres ? 

. I know for certain that most of the commer
Cial. houses here, especially Unile\·e r, ha\·e 
the1r O\\:n research sections ; the I. C. I. , 
although tt. has no actual branch in this countrv 
IS cor.duct1ng research into our raw material~ 
~nd practically all the people-the commercial 
firms-who are interested in the local materia ls 
here are conducttng their own research . :\ow, 
\\ hy ~o we have t~ keep this large number of 
peopk on conducting research for us ? Why 
ar~ we n~t satisfied with the results that are 
bemg ac~1eved by the expatriate officers that 
we hm·e m the Department ? 

kn<~w th.e type of thing ~ige ria produces by 
sc~mg h1s cl~thes. r would like to see some
tlung more tnd1gcnous on him : that is far 
better-even 1 ~ heas!5_e~ us to vote about £100 
or £200 for h1m to buy his clothes, I would 
ha.\·e preferred that to these research workers ! 
;·\ t.te ~ all, he_ can copy the noble example of the 
l\f1ntster ?t Transport; of the Minister of 
Land, ;\·I1nes . and Power and our glorious 
feathered iV~tnlste r, Chief Okotie-:Ebo-who is 
not here. fhose are the ad\·ertisements for 
what we. can p~oduce hen:. H e is not living up 
to. the ::xpectattOns of th1s House in connection 
With his own appea rance. So let this money 
be converted to the_ money required by the 
Min ister so that he m!ght be a Nigerian i\Iinister 
of Trad~.: and Industry. 

The ~!nister of Trade and Industry (Han. 
R. A. Njoku): l\Ir Chairman, I know the 
Leader of the Opposition has been itchina for 
an opportunity to talk about my appea ra~ce. 
now he has had the opportunity, I hope he i~ 
sattsfied. 

Comin.g to the point at issue-the question of 
the ~nsttt ute of Technical Research-! am 
surp~lsed that anybody could stand on the Floor 
of this I-~ouse and speak against this provision 
~ecause .rt was applauded both as part of the 
Econo~uc P rogramme and when it appeared in 
the Est1mates last year. 

I ?m afraid that this particular section of the 
:\'11n1stry~ being a q~Jasi-Government Depart
ment, Will not be m a position to co nduct 
research etfectn·eiy. There are people who 
can do 1t . much better. Why do we not leave 
the question of research in the hands of those 
people who d? it much better ? And, if we 
ha\ e been paytng from year to year lar<>e sums 
of money for research, is not it time f~r us to 
kno:v what are the fruits of ou r labour? What 
has tt produced ? 

. \Ve a.re always clamouring for more and more 
mdustn.es ; people are not satisfied. Yet we 
are paymg research workers fabulous sums of 
money en!ry year. Cannot we do without 
that and get on all the same ? r believe \\·e can. 

The best form of research and one where 
I think the Minister can help most, is one his 
0\yn J?epartment has completely neglected. 
What ts ~he best way? The desired result of 
re~earch ts to help to further the industry of 
thts country and, to do that, we must let the 
world know wha.t .we have to offe r. But you 
look at the l\Im1ster himself ! He is the 
poorest ad\·ertisement for N igeria. \\'hat does 
he wear?. J:fe does not put on anything we 
~roduce-:-tt IS forc1gn clothes he wears all the 
ttme. \\hen he travels to the Gold Coast 
the Gold Coast people are not in a position t~ 

~ow, I will tell you~ few things you ough t to 
ha>e known but whtch you have definitely 
s.how~ you do not know. If you go to Oshodi 
}OU .\\til be a~le to see what is being done in the 
Institute. FirSt of all, I would like to say 
that a lot of research has been going on durina 
th:: last four or five years : we had something 
gomg on at Aba, Ibadan and many more places. 
The ~eader of the Opposition himself has 
commttted a howler when he said that we should 
leave research to Unilever and concerns like 
t~at who manufacture products for sale in 
cltmates very different from local conditions 
here. ~~turally, when you are doing research, 
you do tt tn the most favourable conditions and 
tf you ar~ c~nducting research into the utility 
?f ou.r N.lgenan materials, you must do it here 
m Nlgena; you cannot conduct that kind of 
re~earc_h at the North Pole. It is very simple 
Cltmat1c conditions have got to be t k · · 
consideration. a en tnto 

However, coming back to that : I am ve 
~lease~ to hear that the Leader of the OpposZ 
t!On satd that research is useful-he has admitted 
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that it is a useful thing but he wants to see the 
result. I would like to in form him that he c~n 
see all that is going on if he will take the trm•b le 
ro call at the Department of Commerce :t'hcl 
Indust ries, where he can see an arra:;- of local 
materb,ls and, fibres of different types and he 
can ai>O see the various things that are manu
factured out of these local materials. There 
was an exhibition of these things last year but, 
of course, last year he was too busy looking for 
complaints here and there . 

Turning to the quest ion of wh::!t research we 
ha\·e been doing : I to ld the House last time we 
were here that we had been stud yin~ the preser
\·ation of palm wi ne. This is \·en· important
what is the point in spending all your money 
drinking whisky and gin when yo u have palm 
wir:e which is just as good ? You only want to 
find a way of preserving it. And I am glad to say 
that a certain amount of success has bee n achie,·ed 
with this . Secondly, we have also been studying 
the mechanisation of gari production: we want 
to be able to produce suitable machines which 
can be handled by the people in the villages to 
produce gari , so as to feed our growina popula
tion (Applause). A lot of these thinas ~regain a 

on a~d I am quite sure that if the L~ader ~f th~ 
Opposition had scrutini:;ed the Estimates, and 
compared them with last year's Estimates, he 
would have seen that a lot of these officers, who 
~ave all been lumped together. because we 
mtegrated the whole research programme, were 
members of the D epartment of Commerce and 
Industrie~oefo re: we thought it was much 
better to organise the whole th ina as an 
integrated unit. "' 

Everybody realises the importance of indus
trialisation in this country, but no other 
Government has the facilit ies for conducting 
research into industry to facilitate industrialisa
tion except this Government. T he West is not 
conducting it, the East is not, the ~orth is not. 
It may well be that some big experimenting 
concerns are doing so, but thei r schemes are 
restricted to certain commodities such as oil, for 
people who make soap-they specialise in 
that; the I.C.I. for dyes and so on. But we 
are not only concerned with those : we are 
concerned with the whole range of products 
we have in this country, and what we are doing 
is to prove them usefu l and suitable for certain 
industries before we can advise local entre
preneurs to use these to produce something. 

T here is no point in asking so:·.1ebody or 
advisin~ somebody to use h c~olp or some other 
type of raw material to produce material to make 
ba>:s and sacks, when these are not suitable. 
\Ve have to try them out, make sure that the 
men who find it difficult to produce, say, about 
£10,000 or even £5,000 will not waste all their 
capital and, blame us for ever after. So 
r think that now that I ha\'C explained what 
this institute does and what it is supposed to do, 
and what it has been doing in the past, and 
how it can help the production of locallv manu 
factured goods, I am quite sure that Chief Duro 
P hillips will now be converted. and that he will 
be~ave as he ought to do. ( Laug!ttn) . 

Mr Z. B. Olokesusi (Ekiti South) : :\·!r 
Chairman, I want to point the attention of the 
Minister to the Industry Department of his 
Ministry. r note with satisfaction the progress 
of ::\ige rians in the Commerce D epartment. 
I note th:!t out of the eighteen com'Tiercial 
officers th·H we are estimating for her'!, ,·ery 
many of these posts have been occupied by 
l\i,gerians, but .. .. (lllterrup":ion). I am not 
talking to this Amendment ; I am talking on 
this particular H ead. 

The Chairman : If the ho:-t. Member is not 
t1lking to this particular Amr.:1dment. I don' t 
think we ~hould waste anv furth er time, but 
ge t rid of th is particular Ame:1doent. 

Mr Olakesusi : I am opposing the Amend
ment. (Hear, lzear). I have said, Mr Chair
man, that r note with satisfaction the progress 
Kigerianisation is making in the Department of 
Commerce under this Ministrv, but I sav that 
in opposing this Amendment i would dr;w the 
attention of the Minister to the I ndustry 
Department of the Commerce and Industry. 

There are eight appointments of industrial 
officers to be appointed in this place, and I 
have noted that out of these eight posts, none 
has been filled by a Nigerian. I know that 
there is some kind of technic::J. l knowledge to 
be acquired by the prospective candidates for 
these positions, but I am asking the Minister 
what he is doing about the departmental 
training for members of the Department to be 
able to receive promotion to this post. I think 
in his own time he will be ahlc to inform the 
House whether he has a scheme for sending 
overseas some of the very pushful members 
of the department to ·acquire the skill and 

(567) 



House of R epresentatives. Debates 
I r! 87 [The 1957-58 Appropriation Bill] 20 :\L\RCH 1957 [CD111111ittce ] 10 s 
kn,ndedg-c neces~ary in orde r that the,- may be 
promoted to the post of indust rial office rs. 

protection from the Government. \\'e ll , I do 
not want to m.:ntion names, but I kno\1· of 
some Syrians and some Lebanese who go 
to the exte nt of buying ordinary taxis, compet
ing with taxi o"·ners in Ibaclan, buying small 
buses com peting for passe nge rs right here at 
Iddo and Ibadan. You see, they are the 
bigges t shop-o1mers, they are the biggest 
importers, and they are the bigges t exporters : 
they are the bigges t shopkeepers. 

I do not see the reason " ·hy anybody should 
mo,·e an amendme nt to red uce the !okad. I 

·· · hnpe the ..\ [inistcr will b.: able in his•'answer 
t0 inform the House of what he is doing in 
thJt D.:p:utmcnt. 

!/ue,·tiau, That the Questio!l be 11010 put, put 
anti agreed to. 

Question, That wb-head 2S be reduced by £10, 
put a11d IIP_:;a tivcd. 

Mr L. L. La kunle (Oyo ::\orth) : :\[r 
Chairm:tn, Sir, I rise to mo,·e the amendment 
standi ng: in my name, to red uce the Head by 
£10. ..\ hny people ha,·e spoken on differen t 
aspects of ou r trade in this cou ntry, and the 
nt:ed to protec t the ,-\frican's interests. The 
hon. Fani-Kayode has even gone to the exte nt 
of telling this hon. House of how licences are 
being issued in the name of Africans or ::\ige
rians for Lebanese and Syrians to import 
from Japan. 

But it appears that people ha,·e lost sight of 
another aspect, a very import:~nt aspect, of 
our trade in this country, and that is transport 
business. Everybody will agree wi th me that 
in ::\ige ria to-day \Ye have many t ranspo rters 
and it appears that people find transport 
business much easier than investing their 
money in limited liability companies, in 
import and export and so on, and so it will be 
necessary for the Minister and the Department 
concerned to see to it that these transporters , 
::\igerian transporters, are protected from 
foreigr~s. 

:\Ir Chairman, Sir, we quite appreciate 
what these foreigners have done, or what they 
did in the days when our people perhaps 
owing to lack of funds could not take active 
part in the transport business, but to-day we 
would note that we have as far as this transport 
business is concerned enough and even to 
spare. And if you go out into the country 
you will see in every nook and corner lorries 
and commercial vehicles owned by ::\igerians 
and Africans. But even then, there are 
foreigners ·who still take active part in this 
transport business. 

They are competing very seriously with 
Nigerians, and you can well imagine where 
a foreigner, say a Syrian or a Lebanese, 
competes with a Nigerian, he will easily 
crvershndow him, and so he needs some 

::--To"·, I feel th.tt if these people order goods 
from 0\·erseas, as soon as these things arrive in 
the country, they shou ld allow ::\igerians to take 
the opportunity of helping them to transport 
these goods to different parts of the countn·. 
But they do not do that. They do the impo rt
ing, do the selling, do the transport and every
thing, and I want the Go1·'! rnment to do 
something about it, and to pre,·ent these people 
from competing with our people. 

It would be remembered that some time last 
week a i\Iotion to this effect was brought up 
in the I\orthcrn House of Assembly by a 
Government supporter, and I am quite sure 
that the Government would give its blessing to 

• this i\Iotion. The Motion sought to ban 
foreigners from taking acti,·e part in the 
transport business. I would therefore appeal 
to this H ouse, to the Minister in charge and 
the Department, to see to it that these I\igerian 
transporters are protected against their foreign 
competitors. i\Jr Chairman, I beg to move. 

Amendment proposed. 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun West): Well, 
I find myself a partner, a strange bedfellow, with 
a Member on my right. Maybe, by geographical 
proximity he is thinking the same way that 
I do. Unfortunately, we have got a govern
ment which can see farther back than it can 

· see forward. Happily I think since even 
Go\"ernment supporters are now seeing the 
wisdom of the point we raised before, it may 
make things easy for the Government to turn 
right about. 

Now, on the question of protecting the 
commercial interests of the indigenous people, 
we have raised this point time without number, 
and I must say that the support for this point 
has come always from all sides of the House 
but, unfortunately, when it came to the point 
of registering that unanimity in an effective 
manner many of the Government supporters 
always de~loped cold feet. 
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\\"hat is happening no"· : The Syrians and to be clone about the encroachment of the 
Lebanese an~ gi,·en prc fercie::al trea tment by Syrians and the Lebanese . 
ou r Go·;ernment and I \\"Otdd say by our . ::\ow it is easier (I put this to the ..\[ini st~r 
Go,·ernment because the Go':e rnment appears and [ "·ill not lay it at the ..\Iinister 's door : he ts 
to be either neutral in the whnl<: picture, or t;> be too .ltigllup; it may be that h1s subo rdmares are 
partial, or to be abso l ute !~· i:::diffc r<.:nt . 1'-low, responsible) it is easier for the mos_t _1un1or 
\1-h<lt is happemng ? A ~yrun may come to SITian in this country to ob tain concl:ss1nn.-,;'lm 
this country without a single penny, _ wtthout tl~c D~partme nt of Commerce and I mlus mcs 
any capital whatsoeve r. B u~ l_m med tatcly he than it is even for hon . Ojukwu. Why that IS 
comes he has treme ndous goo.1'·'·dl. The banks so I do not. know. That ought to be looked 
here will accommodate him , .1 :1J t ig l.L ftu•_n_ the into. They arc too much Lwoun:d, roo much 
"·ord go he is at an advantag~ o,·e r the .:\ tncan pampered, and I will appeal tv th.: ..\It nlsto:r not 
members of the commun1ty. Then a year or to treat this as what he used to say 111 the pao>t. 
mo he becomes a master. I am not suggestmg After we had our say, the "·hole thing "·i!l be 
that he sho uld be dri\·en fro:n the country. But puffed a\\·ay and the Syrians "·ill be treated the 
if he is go ing to enter into co:npctition with us, same old \vay that they used to be treated. 
that competition ought to be fa1r. At the I would say that a definite policy should be 
moment the competition is abso lutely unfa1r. laid clown. If they are gl)mg to c.:n~e r 1-n~~ 
I t is often said that they come :0 the count ry not wholesale trade, confine them to "nole=:_ax 
to enter into the retail trad~. \\'hat are they trade and nothing more, and once you_conhne 
doir:g ? If you :tre careful e:::ough and you are them to that, vou must ge t an army ot cle:cc
sufficiently observant you \n ll see them at ti,·es to ensur~ that they keep \•:ithin the Ia"·· 
J ankara selling pepper, h':"·k1ng groundm~ts, T he Syrians and the Lebanese kno\1· ho"· to 
selling onions and garn. \\ he~e are we heaclmg circum1·ent the law. If , ·ou go through th·~ 
for? \\·hole of \\"est Africa (and I say this " ·ith a!l 

It was just only a few days c.go that a :\lotion sense of responsibility) if you look at the most 
was passed in the ::--Torthern House of Assembly heinous crimes ei ther in the minesfidd or 1n_ 

Th the Sm uucrlincr of minerals, of diamonds, ot on this particular subject _mat:e c e trans- oo o h 
port business in the_ :t\ orth IS completely gold, at the bottom of it you find no or er 
dominated by the Synans and the Leban~se. people but the Syrians and the Lebanese . 

• ' 
1 d h S They •re the gue_ sts of our Federal M,1mster_. Xow, where are we gomg : _-,.n t e ynans " 

and Lebanese in this countn· are not the guests \Vhat are we gomg to do about that • It. IS 
f h · ::\ h R · time our Minister should gi\·e us a defin :te of the Government o t e - ort ern egwn. h h h' th ' ha· come 

They are not the guests of th~ Government o~ word aLout t at, t o.t t, IS mg s 
the Eastern Region. They arc not the guests ot now to stay. w 
the Government of the Western Region. They About two years ago, a ..\Iotion was ~rou~nt 
are the guests of the Federal Government and to the Floor of this House that an l_nqutr~ 
their f~.:..l.e r-in-law is the Minister of Trade and should be set up to look into the act1nt_1es ot 
Industry. \-Vhat is he going t~ do about them? these Syrians and the Lebanese. \v e all 
Is he going to keep pampenng them at ~:mr arcrued in favour of the Motwn but we lacked 
expense ? \-Vhen we come to the appropnate th~ courage to arrive at the_ ri15ht conclu~wn. 
Head I will be able to tell the House more. Now the Government has ltm1ted 1ts act1v1ty 

:\f · to their interest in land. The Government 
Do you know that of all the; ncan contrac- \1'1.11 now inquire to find ways_ and means of 

tors in this country-there are more than d L b 
500 of them-the whole African contractors restraining the influence of Sy~1ans an e a-

h h nese in acquisition of land m . Lagos. But here got contracts last year wort not more t an I h h 
£200,000, whereas one single foreign firm of Lagos is not N igeria. The ev1 t at t ese 
contractors here got contracts of more ~han people are doing cannot be confined to Lagos. 
£2 million-not a British firm because_ ~tnctly They do it in the North; they do 1t m every 
speaking we cannot regard_ the Bnt1s?. as part of the country. \-Vhat are we doing about 

lki f h B t h the other parts of the country ? Is the Fe~era~ 
foreign now. I am not ta . ng oh tSe . n ISh' Government going to leave them alone . . It 
but I am referring to the Italian, t e ynan, t e ~ i\I 
Lebanese the Greek-one single firm had a the Northern G overnment passes a l otwn 

' · f about the Syrians, the Motion cannot be contract of more than £2 millwn rom our . . f 
glorified Government here. Something ought effective without the achV'e co-operatiOn o 
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the Federal Go,·ernmcnt, becaus~ that wou ld 
be a matter a~cc ti ng the al iens and the right 
of aliens tn th1s country is a Fede ral Govern
ment mat ter. 

\\"hat is the F~ckral Go1·crnment go irig to · 
do abo ut 1t ? Are we gomg to restrain them ? 
That is the question I would li ke the :\Iinister 
in particular to answer. \\"hen yo u go to the 
Department and hear allegations of sales of 
import licences you fi nd a majority of the 
offenders 11·ould be S).Tians and Lebanese. 
They are the people 11·ho know the backdoor. 
They are the people who know how to do it. 
For hca1·en's sake, is it not time to tell these 
people to stop ? If the time has come, what 
is the !\Iinister going to do about it ? I do 
not want the lVIinister to be dip lomatic in 
giving us an evasive answer. Is it not ti me 
to stop his guests from depri1·ing e1·cn his 
own brothers of their mea ns of li ·cclihood ? 

Women can no longe r se ll in our marke ts. 
The 11·omen \\"110 hawk cloth about ha1·e been 
completely kicked out by the Syrians, the 
Lebanese. In the interes t of his on·n wife
I advisedly used th~ ,,·on.! in the sinaular
in the interest of his 011·n wi fe and hi; wife's 
friend and the womanhood of :\!geria, is it 
not ti me for the i\Iinistcr to do some thin<> about 
this matter ? It is time and I hope the"'House 
will hold him to a point about these Syrians 
and Lebanese. It is time we stopped talkina. 
\Ye want act ion, and a quick actio n so th~t 
these people may know that we are hospitable 
but our hospitality will not take us to the 
brink of suicide. 

country we do not, and I repeat we do not 
want any foreign company that will be detri
mental to the progress of co mmerce and trade 

_by t~~-in~ igc nes of t_his cou ntry. 

i\fr Chairman, Sir, let us look at this question 
of tr~nspo rt . Our people agree, havin .~~ot 
sufficient monev, to bu1· all the lorries . ~ v hat 
happens is this: that some of these aliens will 
collec t money and they will buy all the lorries 
from a firm (someti mes thc1· do not pay all the 
money) and then thev co llaborate with the firm 
- I say co llabo rate because I know what has 
been going on- because the fi rm will g ive them 
all the goods to carry in that country. If they 
are gtven the con tract to take all the goods 
th roughout the whole country, what goods 
mll ou r p eople have to carry ? They will 
have nothmg at all. Besides that, these people 
ha1·e go t a very clever way of doing it. When 
they buy these lor ries they do not pay fo r them. 
Ou r people pay for these lorr ies out of their 
own pockets and ye t they do not ge t the goods 
to carry with their ow n lorries. But these 
Syrians always have the goods. 

I know of a certain alien company to-day 
th at monoon!Ises the transo" rt 0f o-n0cls i ~ 
Kano. In .Jos it is the same th ing.~ D; ou·; 
own local traders , l\Ir Chairman , buy these 
lorries in order to park them in their own 
houses ? They do not buy them for that. 
They want to ge t money. But, Sir, if the 
Govet;nment .is not. going to check these people 
trom mte.rfenng wtth our God-given transport 
from whtch we should take a preponderant 
share, I do not know what we are going to ~ 
do about it. (Applause). M. Maitama Sule (Kano City) : Mr 

Chairman, Sir, when in my last contribution 
on the St~nd Reading of the Appropriation 
Bill I made reference to the much re1·enue 
of this country being drained by goods being 
smuggled and other things being smuao-led, 
I had in mind the current rumours that"have 
been going about in this country which have not 
yet been proved wrong, that this sort of thing 
has always been carried out by people no less 
than these Syrians and Lebanese. It is a very 
serious allegation, Sir, and apart from that, 
a lot of other things have been carried out 
by these same people too. 

\Ye know of so many instances in which 
the Syrians and the Lebanese will step into 
the trade of this cou ntrv onh· to under-sell 
our own people. .Much. as ~~·e are grateful 
for whatever foreign capital may pour into this 

Mr Chairman, Sir, we welcome the Syrians 
and the Lebanese, but we do not welcome 
anybody, be he a Syrian, a Greek or anvbody 
for that matter, come he from the North Pole 
the South Pole or even from underneath th~ 
ground, who is going to deprive us of our 
own wealth in this countrv. \iVe have said 
enough about these people: We know what 
has. be~n going on in this country, but what 
actwn IS Government going to take in order 
t~ remedy the situation ? It is very important, 
Str. We are not accusing the Minister· 
we are .not accusing anybody. \iYe know very 
well, Str, that the Minister may not be in the 
know: We, as the watch-dogs of the people 
of thts country, the team ing millions of the 
people of Nigeria, are right here to come to 
the Floor of this House to tell the ·Minister 
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wha t he does not know. It is our duty to tell the Go1·ernment says that these people shou ld 
him and it is his duty on the other hand to not engage in this type of occupation except 
act on the advice that we gi,·e him in this hon. under exceptional circumstances, and in the 
House. ... case of the North, the Eas t, or the West the 

h Government of the Region is ah1·ays consul ted. ~Ir Chairman, Sir, we ask therefore tha t t e 
\Vhen an application comes in , Gove rnment 

~linis te r should try and do something to stop decides whether the activities of the particular 
these people from monopolising the transport person involved are going to benefit the people 
business of this count ry. If the Regional 

d of the whole country. T ake it from me that it Go1·ernment in the :\!orthcrn Pro1·inces can o 
it there is no reason why the Federal Govern- is the policy of this Government that expatriates 
n~e nt being-what d id you call it, ~Ir Chief. . are now precluded from taking part in the 

F d l G b · 0<>eneral transport business . T hat is one thi ng. (Laughter) . . .. . . the · e era o1·ernment etng 
in a position to deal 11·ith these people, the ~e 
is no reason why they should not be bold. \\ie 
want something bold to be done and that 
immediatelv. We do not want to come back 
next year :ind hear that still these people are 
taking the preponderant share in the trade and 
transport of th is country. 

The Minister of Trade and Industry 
(Hon. R. :\ .. _:\;joku) :. :.vir Chairman, I have to 
answer these t11·o pomts on Synans and other 
expatriates taking part in the general transport 
business and the retai l trade, because my hon. 
Colleague, the Chief Sec reta!~ , is not. h~re . 
These points are re:1llv not r.n· resoonSibthty. 
\\.hen a person enters this country, he gets an 
immigration permit, if he is an alien person, and 
on that permit is indicated what sort of occupa
tion he can engage in. If it hap pens that he 
comes to engage in trade and industry, well that 
of course is where my :\<Iinistry and Department 
come in. 

It was last year, or two years ago that the 
Chief Secretary was at pains to explain to this 
House at the instance of the Leader of the 
Opposition, what the Government policy. \~as 
on this matter. The Leader of the Opposltlon 
has forgotten, or he is just hiding it under his 
sleeve. As regards the general transport 
business, that is plying for hire either for the 
carriage of goods or passengers, . non:tally no 
expatriates are allowed to engage m th1s sort of 
business. (Interruption) Listen! There must 
be no doubt about this : Go1·ernment has got 
to protect everybody and not just one single 
class of society. 

Take the Southern Cameroons for example, 
where there are no indigenous people with 
transport and it is a question of carrying 
bananas from the farms, and t~~ pbntations, to 
the port. Well, what happens? \\"ill you say that 
because no Cameroonians ha1·e got transport 
their produce should rot ? ~o. That is why 

Now, as regards the retai l trade rs, it is 
exactly the same thing, and the hon. Chief 
Secretary has told you also that no more 
expat riates are being allowed to take part in the 
retail trade. 

The Leader of the Oppositio n spoke about 
contractors . I do not know wlw the :\Iinistrv 
of Trade and Industry has become a target 
which has got to answer for everything. 
Surely the Leader of the Opposition ought to 
know that the question of contracts has nothing 
to do ~·cith my Ministry. I must say we are 
very strict about the s:~ le of licences and when
ever reports have come in and have been 
substantiated, people have been penal ised and 
very often the offenders are from both sides, 
Nigerians and Syrians alike, as one hon. 
Member has already said. 

F inally, Sir, I he11·e to . say that tht: Hou:;~ 
should no t go away with the idea that Govern
ment is very soft in its dealings with the 
Syrians. I am sure, Sir, that the Leader of the 
Opposition, Chief :\.kintola, knows more 
Syrians and has more Syrian friends than the ~ 
Minister of Trade and Industry. (Applause) 

Mr L. P. Ojukwu (Onitsha): Mr Chairman, 
I don't want to say too much on this subject, 
but I feel that I should stand up and point 
out to the hon. Minister that he has made 
some mistakes. He has just made a statement 
to the effect that Government docs not allow 
expatriate firms to participate in the transport 
business of this country. 

I didn't want to contribute to this Debate 
because if I do people will misinterpret what 
I say, but I would like to cite one instance 
which happened two or three weeks ago. It 
is about a commercial firm who received a 
licence to import cars into :\igeria to sell them 
to poor Africans who run them as taxis. For 
instance, you go to Tinubu Square and see 
a lot of these Africans with one or two taxis 
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look ing fo r passe ngers. This tirm imports 
anyr!1ing up to 500 ca rs a yea r, sells them to 
the· poor .-\ r'ricans who go abou t colkcting s ix
p~... n~-: :-;, s~tdllngs or t ;\·o sb i ll i n~.; as the cast: 
ma'.· be . But th~c tirms arc no t satistied 11·ith 
the hu~e pmfi ts ,rJ1ey have been makinq a nd 
so <!:cy ckc idl'll in the la;; t fc·.1· \';ccks rei oif•:r 
a t:· ::d<.: challenge to these poor ,\fricans b1· 
li nk iilg th;: ir transpo rt bu in ess with B.O . .-\ .C:. 
a ml they aL!n: rt isc in local ne-.,·;;papcr;; tlut 
no ne of these trc~ vc llc rs from the Cnit~d 
Ki ngdom, .-\ ce ra, o r anywhcr :, 11·ho tra1·cl b;
a taxi, should usc them, but shou ld go in thei"r 
o11·n t ranspo rt. After se lli n<> these cars to 
the poo r .-\fr icans they ha1·e ~u shcd the other 
way to stop them from earni ng anything ,_,·ith 
th~ r su it that mos t of these poo r .-\fricans 
h:n ·c to sd l their houses, their cars, to meet 
their expenses. 

so ldiers and policcm<.: n o therv:isc I c:1:1 assur~ 
you tha t as snon as s;:ll·-"n'·.:mmcnt is dt.:clarcd 
the pcnplc will a t tack Jt t~1 cs~ Syrians . 

(Applwt>e). 
Sitt illg mspm ded. 

M r L. P. Ojukwu (Onitsha): :\ [ r Cil:Ii rm an, 
in continuatio n of rn\· sne~ch th i~ :11urnin0', I 
ha,·e some pa:np lll~ts · h c:·e ll'h ich I ~~~w ~; 
preparccl trJ p:;ss tn tiH~ ~1">n . :\[i:1ist.;c· <)f Tr-aLk 
and I ndus tn·, in case he is in dou b t of the 
s tatement ( mack this morning. I 11·ill go 
further to inform the hon . H <) USe, ancl I h·;pc 
the hon. :\Iembers will ag:·ce ll'ith me, that 
while addressing them I t~:-:e it that they arc 
all resoonsible citize ns and m1· address to them 
w ill not incite them o r make tlwn to commit 
any act of ndgarit~· (LauJhler) . I am g i,· ing 
them the experience· which I have gai ned in 
the o ther work and it is for them to listen to me 
and taL note of 11·hat I ha•:e tJ s.11'. 

I ,_,·ould like to point o u t to the ). Iiniste r that 
if it has been the pol icy of the G overnment to 
stop .:::-:pat,riate_s from pa rtici pat~ng in compe
tltton Wltn .:\ 1genans, they snould take a 
dra~ tic step to stop these firms from impo rting I come again to the ques tion of the men we 
,-e h1cles to sell to the poor .\ fricans, and then experience, 11·e generally call them "I :;o pay" 
going behind to compt:te .,,·ith them. people. \ rhy \•:e call them that name is that 

, . I \'Ou-ma·.- ha1·e the efficiencv, You mav have the 
::ilr, would like to pass ~n to another point. lntc llig~ace , vou ma1· ha\·e-th~ hono~ rs de <T rce , 

I h:n·e already said that I didn 't ll·ant to go fa r but ll·hen it ~omes to the ques tion of cont':-act, 
on tlus matte r because I have an interest in it 
but I would like to po int out that 11.e hal-~ you put in your tender, as all Syrians would, 

then the next month yo u are m ted out. Then 
poor t_ransport 011·ncrs in th is countr)·. \ r e d h 

b 
you come roun and you find t at a car has 

g1ve 1g _ contrac ts out, for a fl y-o1·er bridge, b 
Iddo Bndge, the Apapa \Vharf extension, to een purchased for a wife or a rich gi rl's wrist 

l El 
· · C watch has been purclu,;cd . 

t 1e ectnc1ty orporation and for prllve r-
house construction. \Ve also have to b rin <> I will go furthe r to tell you I am a Di rector 
stones dom1 from the .\ beokuta QuarrY. \\"~ of many companies where I have in •:est-::d 
gi:·c: . out contracts for £3! mi llion to £ +} money, thousands of pounds, if I tender for a 
mdhon. The poor Africans buv small lorries contract, I will be vo ted out. I h aYe to go 
to the tune o[ about £2,000 or £),000 to bring back and take my sub-contract from t!..e 
the ~tones _from Abeokuta are deprived of Syrians. \Veil in m y own case I have the 
runmng the1r transport. ·what they do is to efficiency, I have the organisation and I can go 
buy thei r own trucks and transport these and find more efficiency than any of those 
stones from Abeokuta and drive the Africans people. \Vhy ? I beg you to think this o1·er. 

away. What I feel, Sir, is that once our I want to bring it home to the ].\-!em bers of 
people have got the capital they will be able the Council of i\Iinisters, since 10 or 20 years 
to compete but I would like to warn the ago, whenever Gove rnment Officials we re to 
Go1·ernment that unless a drastic step is taken be given adYances to purchase their cars, they 
11·e are going to have trouble when we get our have been compelled to buy British made cars 
self-g01·ernment, as a result of this Syrian to protect their own industries. In our own, 
m enace. in what way are we protected ? The contracts 

I know. I have travelled in this country, are issued out and the people are allowed to 
and in the vi llages , the men, women and buy their own transport to compete wi th the 
chi ldren are growing bitter. Therefore if poor Africans and I have told you a case where 
you are thinking in terms of se lf-government, one fim1 imported 600 cars, sold 100 to Africans 
th ink also in terms of recruiting a lot of and marshalled 300 round to compete with the 
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.-\fr· ican s. ii'hat Ius Gn•;crnrncn t don.:: to 

prot.::ct th~ intcrc·s t of these people? 

I kno11· people like R od.fcl!cr . ... They-are. :-: !1 
millionaires, th ;-: \· ha,·c n~onc1· . thc1· benefit 
th.:ir own coun:n·. The G•Fem:ncn t of the 
L'nited States d i(l all the,· ca n to encou rage 
them. But in ou r own , \\·e· :1 rc nnt enco u raged . 
.-\fricans ~re labe lled as lazy pc'>p le , as people 
, . .-h-> arc incf1icien t, ~B people ,,·ho <-~HHHit 
calcu late aad as people who cannot run busi
ness . G entlemen, \\·c run ou r business . \ i ' e 
1mrk ,·cry hare\, and you \';i ll be surp rised if 
1·ou [ea•;e this hc•n. H ouse and come round at 
'raba b1· 9 o'clock or 11 o 'clock in the nigh t and 
YOU 11·il't sec 1·our humbk sen·ant w ith a knicker , 
;,·orking like a labourer to see that all the 
organisation is efficien t. I ha•: e Llonc all th:lc 
to pro1·e that .\fricans gi,:en equal chance as 
other people, 11·il l do an ,·thing, 11·e " ·ill clo 
exact ly 11!::1t other·.; h:11·e don e. (Cheers) . 

And ,,-e ha,·e these "I go pay" people ! 
:\ow take fo r instance the country here, it 
consu m es thousands and miilions of gallo ns o f 
petrol. \ \'hat happens is that the G o\·ernment 
allows ull th~se fim:s importing petrol and 
making all the profit there to buy their 01m 
,-ehicles and operate and run . Instead of 
paying .-\fricans one penny or half a penny, 
t!1e y c'.•J the runn ing themseh·es. H o11· do 
they expect these Africans to li1·e ? H ow do 
they expect them to maintain their wiYes ' 
H ow do they expect them e1·en to pay their 
tax ? And I challenge the G o1·ernment to find 
out how much the Syrians a re paying in fo rm 
of taxation. They don ' t pay anything. And 
then, how much are the .\fricans pay ing ? 
Those that haYe the fac ilities do pay and I can 
cite my o11·n case . For 1955-56, I paid £1 3,000 
in tax. 

Some hon. Members : \Vonderful ! 

Mr L. P. Ojukwu :If you put all the Syrians 
together, they do not pay that. What encour
agem ent do they give me ? 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshu 1 West): And 
they got all the jobs ? 

Mr L. P . Ojukwu : They go t all the jobs 
and when it comes to contracts , I get the job 
from them, I do not get them direct. I have facts 
and figures to prove that. 

Chief Akintola: Tell them-tell this G overn
ment their iniquities ! 

Mr Ojukwu : G entlem en, I am sorry that I 
have to take your time so much on this subject 

h ut I fed the time has <H iscn 11·hen \\'<.: shoul d 
be on our feet and tell the G o1·crnmcnt what 
1·:c thi:1k about the><.: Sy rians . .\ :; I ha1·e 

· r"cntioned p rc1·ious iy , there is onl1· one thing 
that is hnldin<> us . .-\s soon as this co untn· 
Sc<;S the light ,"' stanr~ :)l) her k gs. I ha,·c no 
doubt t!ut n •J a mount of policemen , no amo u nt 
of sol dier> 11·ill prc ,·cnt our bo•:;; :md youths 
J lU:-chin~ fon,·,:rd anL! t<.:lli:1g these tJ-:npk th:tt 
\\ · ~.: \\·(:lcon:c thcrn if theY du honc~ t bu$ine:;s , 
but if thev come here to e:-..:plvit th<: co u nt rY ami 
lt:,n·c the. country as ba rre n as any th ing , \\·e 
shall no more stom::ch that. 

:\[r Ch~ i rnun, I beg to supprJrt . (h·o!un_::<d 
Applause). 

l'vL :Saba Danbappa (:\orth Ltst Cent ral 
K :1no) : :\Ir Chairma:1, I wiil say a fc,,_. 11·o rds 
on th is subject. It is qu ite disturbiag for this 
counrn· ll'ith the present natio nal Gm·ernm<!nt 
goin:5 on to lc:l\· ·,; the Sy rian5 and Leb;,:Jll:~e 
alone, and th~rc ho:s bc..:cn n1uch saiLt in thi;:; 
respect. I think 11·hat the G on ;rnmcnt our;ht 
to do is to in1·estigatc and see 11·herc the trouble 
lies, either ll' ith the Police , the I mmigration 
O fficers , or the D epartment of Commerce and 
Industr ies. For a long time , the number of 
Syrians coming to this cou ntry is too m uch, 
especially our frie nds the Lebanese 11·ho come by 
all means to ente r the country. Something is 
wrong the re. .\ lot of them come under age 
11·hen they are re~lly grown up. G o1·c rnment 
must trv t0 check these cond itio ns : ho11· t hese 
ali ens corr.e into th is countrv and what is the 
p rofess ion they pro fess ;.r d~ if they co:1\C in . 
lt seems to be all a matter of pretence . 

The G o1·ernment, I believe, has a file for 
every alien that comes into the country . A lot 
of them that come are not 11·elcome here 
because what they propose to do, we the 
Africans can do quite well and I think it is not 
right for our Government to allow these people 
to come to deprive Africans of their source 
of !i\·elihood. 

I am sorry that I have to touch the Police, 
although it is not the heading o f the Police, but 
this House has not had the honour of d ebating 
the heading of Police. 

An hon. Member: We certainly have. 

M. Baba Danbappa : Well, I w ill just 
confine myself to the Department of Commerce 
and Industries. The people in .1\ige ria are 
conscious that the trade of this country is now 
being taken over by aliens. If you look into 
the petty trade-the retail trade, the transport 
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business-they h:\\·c gone out of African hand:; that they arc suitab le p<:ople to trade and 
and 1dut "·car" saying is this. We ought a.s a impor t goods. (Hear, hear) 
nation to sun·i,-e because without trade no na.t ton Secondly, .Sir, on transport. \\"e ha1·t: 
can SU r\"l l"t: . \\"hat we· arc ·sa)·ing no-\1· is i1ot OUr some un,;cru oulous businessmen-although we 
fault. Th t: Go,·crn mt: nt had allowed thcst: arc agitating' in this Ho~se that the tr~nsport 
peo ple to come in and they came in, but there business should be ~~Tttd on by Afncans
must be a difference between what they do and who will open a business "in name only". I 
what the .-\ fr icans do, for if this is not done, I mean that a person who has not enough 
think there will be trouble sometime .late r. money to open a business, will go behind the 
\\"c -don 't pray for trouble . Everybody knows law and start a business with the help of 
that :\"igcri3 is a 1·ery peaceful country and mo~cy from Syrians or Lebanese. Business 
0:igcrians arc peacefu l minded and there is no transactions are carried on under a Nigerian 
need for trouble. name but in actual fact it is alien money 

So all what we advise the Go1·ernment is to that is being used in the business itself. -I 
try and find out how these people come in and think, therefore, that the :\Iinistry should 
what they are doing. If it agrees with what also look into this point, otherwise we shall 
they arc allowed to come in for, well that is all only be doing "Afamaco" work in this House, 
right. 13ut in our own view, we think they if we come here and agitate for the good of 
don't agree . \\"hat they tell the Go1·ernment our people, and then allow them to get round 
they will do is not what they are dotng at the law. 
present. So there must be something wrong :\o11·, l':hile talking about this matter, Sir, 
somewhere else. I advtse the Government, I think WI! mu:;t also talk about our friends, the 
especially the Minister of Trade and Industry, U .. -\.C., bcc:~use they also sell gari, palm oil, 
to do what he thinks is right for the country. ororo (ground-nut oil) and many other things, 

l\'Ir Chairman, 1 beg to support. it may be that the Syrians and Lebanese are 
copying them. For instance, Mr Chatrman, 

Mr T. 0. S. Benson (Lagos \Vest) : Mr 1 will gi1·e you a specific example. At Kmg 
Chairman, Sir, I rise to support all the speakers George Avenue, Yaba we have a U.A.C. 
that Japanese licences should be gi,·en to shop dealincr in retail trade, there are also 
:\"igcrian traders and at the same time, Sir, Africans-fe~ that matter my \\ife also has a 
that the transport business should be secured retail shop opposite,-but _because of the n_ew 
to i'<igerians. At the same time, 1\ilr Chairman, U.A.C. retail shop, the ~ tgenans are closmg 
I think it is our own duty to examine ourselves down their shops. So that is why, i\Ir <;hair
and make sure that our Nigerian traders at the man, when we are talki~ about our fnends, 
same time do not do illicit business with the Syrians and Lebanese, we must also talk 
either Snians, Lebanese or any other alien about the U.A.C. 
trader i~ this country. We may do this by 
makincr it illegal for anybody to whom a 
licenc;has been issued to transfer it or, through 
one way or the other, to import through other 
traders. 

I say, that, Sir, because we come to this 
House and we complain and agitate that the 
Minister should give licences to Nigerians. 
The Minister in compliance with what we are 
saying in this House, gives Japanese licences 
to our Nigerian traders. Now, they go through 
the back door and get the Lebanese and 
Syrians to order these goods out for them. 
I think the Minister should evolve another 
procedure by which it is made impossible to 
transfer licences. I think also it should be 
the duty of the Ministry to make sure that these 
people to whom licences are given should 
have their books examined and make sure 

l\llr Chairman, I would also like to say that it 
is not the fault of the Ministry, and it is our duty 
to do everything possible to help the Ministry 
to carry out the policy laid down. 

With these few remarks, Sir, I beg to support. 

The Minister of Trade and Industry 
(Hon. R. A. Njoku) : l\Ir Chairman, I have 
answered most of the points, but Mr Ojukwu 
made some serious allegations. Mr Ojukwu 
was talking about contracts and since he is a 
transport owner, I suppose he means transport 
contracts. Contracts generally may be private, 
that is to say, they may be contracts that are 
given out by private enterprise and I don't 
think any :\'!ember of this House expects that 
the Minister of Trade and Industry, or any 
other Minister, is going to interfere with how 
private businesses award their contracts. If 
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the hon. :\[ember is referrit\g to Go1·ernmcnt 
contracts gi,·cn out by Go1·ernment Depart
P.'ents, that is not my responsibility _ either, 
another :\[!!mbcr of the Council of i\Iintsters IS 

responsible fo r that. 

We are discussing Head 61-Commerce and 
Industries and I notice that some Members are 
trying to com·ert the Ministry in to an omnibus 
:'.finistry. E1·crybody who has been ttch tng t_o 
say something and never had an opportumty IS 

trvincr to fit it in, even the Poltce have been 
m-entioned. If the hon. Gentleman was 
referrin cr to contracts gi1·en out by Statutory 
Corpor;tions _whether ~t is the E.C.N., the 
Ports Authontv, the i\ tgenan Ratlway, they 
should be raise"d under the appropriate Head. 

Then comincr to another quest ion, which has 
been raised again, about licences, everythi ng is 
done to discourage traffic in licences. As a 
matter of fact towards the end of last year the 
Department stopped endorsing licences. :Ko 
licences are now endorsed for anybody, and 
anybody who applies for a licence must use it 
himself. We have gone a step ft.--rther than 
that. The Department now calls for a statute 
report; that means we try to find out how 
much money an applicant has, _ and try to 
decide whether he will be a genume 1mporter 
or not. \\"e also try to obtain information as to 
his financial standing: that is, how much he 
imported last year, the year before and the year 
before that. All this is considered nowadays 
before applicants are granted licences. 

I am very grateful to the hon. T. 0. S. 
Benson for realising that the fault does not he 
only with the Department; it is also up to the 
Nigerian trader to make himself worth~ of the 
licence he is trying to get. We are domg our 
best. We giYe them something with one hand, 
but they gi,-e it to others with the other. In 
cases like this, I think, the opinion and the 
influence of the Members of this House would 
help. 

!VIr Chairman, Sir, I don't think there is any 
need for me to say more. I have said enough 
about Government policy, that is in regard to 
general transport business and the retail t~ade. 
In fact this will be about three or four times 
that this has been said. My hon. Colleague, 
the Chief Secretary, is here now but 1 think 
I have explained the point well enough. 

Mr T. 0. S. Benson (Lagos West) rose in his 
place and claimed to move, That the Question 
be now put. 

Q uestion That the Question be l to<c put, put 
and a,;: reed 'to. -

Question, That H ead 61 be reduced by £1 0, 
put and negati-ved. 

Qrigiual Questiou put and agreed tv. 

HE.\D 62-MARKETI:-IG A:-ID E:-.:PORT3 
Question proposed, T!tat £ +2+,580 f or Head 6?. 

-.\larkcting and Exports-stand part of- t!te 
Schedule. 

Chief T. T. Solaru (fjcbu East): :\lr 
Chairman, Sir, 1 shall be brief, but to the po int. 
C nder e1·erv Head during this Session on the 
Appropriation Bill, we have always emphasised 
the fact that not enough of our men when they 
arc due for promotion, or whenever vacJncies 
occur, that not enough of our men are con
sidered . I know that some people will sigh 
'Oh , that again', but we shall always go on 
din ning it into your ears . If you look unde r 
under this Head you will find a number of new 
posts which are proposed. The point is that 
some of these new posts when they are being 
filled should be filled by our men, and we 
would like to know if it is the intention that this 
will be done. 

The only Nigerian that we know of who is 
holding super-scale post in this Department in 
recent promotions was 1\-Ir :\". A. :\[artins and 
it was published with great fanfare how 
:\"igeriani~ation was going forward wit~ great 
strides in this Department. E 1·en tn the 
British Broadcasting Corporation-one single 
person, they are making a lot out of that. W hat 
is happening about the others ? Just because 
they have put one man in the shop window 
what is happening behina..,the shop window ? 
\Ve would like a few more of our men coming 
forward to fill these posts. 

You find in every section, there is going to be 
a Deputy Director, another Assistant-none 
of these are Africans. In the Department of 
Marketing and Exports you find three of them
Principal Marketing Officer, then you go on to 
the Shipping, and so on, and next to the 
Accounts. \Ve want to know what is happen
ing, what is there that is very special in the 
Department of Marketing and Exports that 
warrants the promotion of only one African 
and the others have to vegetate ? If you look 
at the Staff List you will find that some of the 
people who were brought here on contract are 
now in the regular stream. You see some of 
them gravitating-they gravitate from contract 
for a few years and they enter the regubr 
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st rc,un and vou find that when there is a 
promotion up-they go. 

.... . If you want n1e, Sir, to be spec ific, I certainly 
will. You find some of them marked here 
unckr Deputy Director (Operation). You 
,,·ill fine! that there was someone who came on 
contract, at one time he was listed as an 
Assistant Director, now he has gone up to be 
Deputy Director. I do not understand that 
the people who come on contract also s11·im in 
the stt·.:am of promotions . H e is not the only one, 
Sir. There are others 11·ho came on contract 
and then gradually they usurped the promotion 
posts. There was the Principal Accountant 
here who is now Assistant Director (.-\ccounts). 
\\"ell, he came on contract and now he hag gone 
up to be Assistant Director. I t is in this 11·ay 
that our people are robbed of their chance's 
because when there is no vacancy how can tr,ose 
boys be promoted ? 

If this is the kind of self-government that 
11·e :ue going to have 11·hen none of our men 
11·ill be considered fit eno ugh, but somehow 
thruu;J1 the backdoo r people 1\-ill be pu t in 
to fill the vacancies, it seems to me that we 
ought to re-examine ourselves again. If our 
own men are not going to do the job and we 
rely on other people to do the job for us, then 
there is a state of frustration in the countrv. 
I 11·ould like an answer on this point: why a~e 
the people 11·ho are coming on contract getting 
mro the stream of promotions ? \Vhy are our 
boys still there vegetating ?--or do they want 
to tdl me tha t in the D epartme nt of :\ brker ing 
and Exports we have not got capable men 
and have got to go to the ends of the earth ? 

It is for this reason, Sir, that I am moving 
that we reduce this H ead by £10, and I hope 
the House will support m e in this unless we 
get a satisfactory answer from the Minister. 

Question proposed. 
Mr M. A. 0. Olarewaju (South Ilorin) : 

Mr Chairman, Sir, the only thing behind my 
supporting this Motion to reduce this Head 
by £10 is to voice my protest to the Minister 
of Trade and Industry that there is nothing 
clone yet to keep world market for shea-butter 
and shea-nut which are available in large 
quantities in the North. 

Also the Minister should see that there is 
a limit to the exportation of N igeria's timber 
as from now. The Minister is advised to 
verify this fact by finding out the difference 

in prices betwee n now and ten years ago. 
He will sec that the plank sold for 2s-6d ten 
years ago is about l Os to-day. 

Sir, [ beg to support. 

Mr S. J. Mariere (Urhobo East) : :\[r 
Chairman, in supporting this H ead I h1·:e 
some observat ions to make in connection 
11·ith the export products of this countr:·. 

Sir, nl\" first obs.:rvat ion is on cocoa. Cocoa 
enjoy;; the unique credit of being Nigeria' s 
dollar earner but it is now gene rally kno11·n 
that the quantity of cocoa exported ha.; 
decreased progressi,·ely since 195 1. It is 
reported, Sir, that in 1955, 88,+13 tons of coco:J. 
were exported as against 131,+78 to ns in 1951. 
T he :\[ iniste r of Trade and Indu;; trv, hom!l·cr, 
struck a happy note in the course of his speech 
in this House when he said that the quant ity 
has risen to 11+,239 tons in 1956 with the 
fall in the export value due to fall of prices. 

:'\o11·, Sir, the "Daily Times" issue of 25 th 
January, 195 7, carries a fresh report that caused 
a g r~at alarm to cocoa producers. There it was 
stated that a substitute for cocoa has been 
found which could be cheaper to use than cocoa 
butter and just as satisfactory in chocobte 
manufacture. Although the \Vest Regional 
Minister of .-\griculture and Natu ral Resources 
came out with a press release that the new! v 
discoYered substitute fo r cocoa butter would 
constitute no threat to the increasing populari ty 
of cocoa in world markets, yet it is nw view that 
if the p ri ~e of the subst itute is far iower than 
that of cocoa it will endanger the cocoa trade 
because there will be .:.he tendency to buy a 
cheaper substitute purely for economic reasons, 
the popularity of cocoa notwithstanding, and 
eventually the price of cocoa, which is already 
on the downward trend, will be seriouslv 
affected. · 

If anyone buying an article, Mr Chairman, 
because of its popularity later on finds that 
he can get a substitute for 6d per pound, he 
will certainly prefer buying the substitute 
for economic reasons to paying 2s for the other 
article because of its popularity. This is 
just a question of getting himself used to the 
cheap substitute. The only claim made out 
for cocoa is based on p-opularity. Circum
stances, :VIr Chairman, often alter cases and so 
anything may be popular at one time and mav 
be unpopular at another time. Cocoa yields 
a heavy re1·enue to this country and anything 
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cntbngcring its future 11·ill be ,·ic11·ed 11·ith the House : I ' '"ould like to hear a s tatement from 
the \l inistcr of how many Nigerians are in the 
senior sen·ice in this D<:partmcnt and in thc 
upper segrm:nt. If you examine the E..itimates 
you wi ll sec that there is a total inc,-easc in 
;nclucemcnt add ition this year of £1,500. 
T h-tt means that most of the pcoplt: in this 

arcatcst concern. 
" It is \Ye ll-know n that 11·hen thc price of a 
product gets closer. to production cost , stimul a
tion to productton would sttfle . . Perhaps the 
\linister of Trade and Industry mil t!Ho\1· sonw 
iiah t on this gra,·e issue. 
" Si r, my second obscn ·,ttion i ~ on pa lm 

kernel prices. The _ \Iinister mtormed tlus 
House that the price of palm kernd rose by 
£2 to £3. This should be a happy ?e11·s to 
the producer, but I wonder where tlus mcreasc 
is operating. The increase docs not ap~car to 
go to the producer, at least to those tn the 
Delt:J. Pro,·incc from 11·here I come. In 
fairness to the producers, [ should like the 
i\[inister to look into this matter. His speech 
appears to gi1·e an element of doubt as to the: 
exa;;t amount of the mcreasc. 

With your permission, Si r, [ will quote from_ 
the speech of the Minister : "Last year' s crop ot 
palm kernels was only 1,790 tons l es~ than the 
record crop of 195 +. The output ot palm ot l 
fe ll slightly but the quality impro,·ed and so dtd 
the price. The price ot kernels also rose by 
£2 or £3." I wonder why he too has some 
doubt without giving the exact mcrease._ I 
would also like an explanation on that potnt. 

Sir mv third obscn·ation is on rubber. The 
:\ [ini~te/ of Trade and [ndustry told this hon. 
House that during the first nine mo nths of 1956 
the yield of export duty on rubber alone was 
£806,000. I t is amazing that natural rubber_ 
11·hich yidded to this country an export duty of_ 
£806,000 in 1956 is stilt not constdered one ot 
the most important :'\igerian exports rescn ·ed to 
the Central Mark\! ting Board. Government does 
not appear to do anything to encourage. those 
who are engaged in the rubber mdustry m the 
Mid-\\'est. The interest of people whose hard 
work yielded £806,000 to the country ~eserves 
some protection. ~atural rubbe~ ts . now 
almost the main industry of the Mtd-Wester
ncrs and Government should consider the 
demand of the people that rubber be included 
in the list of subjects for the Central Marketmg 
Board. 

i\Ir Chairman, I support the Head. 

Mr J. G. Adeniran ([badan West) : i\lr 
Chairman, I beg to oppose this Head. lt has 
btcn said by the hon. Solaru that tlus Depart
ment is not Nigerianised. I do not kno1~ tf the 
:\1inister will be able to exphun thts to thts hon. 

.. . 
department are expatnates. 

.\ "ain , further do1m you will set: that the re is 
an increase in the inducement add ition of 
£600. That sho11·s that the officers in this 
Department are all expatriates. I would li ke 
to hear a state ment from the :\[inistcr of Trade 
and I ndustry about the :'\igerianisatiun of this 
Department. 

.\ bout these ad1·isers ; [ do not kno,,· ho11· 
mam· :'\igerians are scient ists and how many of 
them ha~c been sent abroad to learn science. 
\\'h\' shou ld these expenses be made on 
scie;1tific ad1·isers ? How many 1\igerians arc 
ad,·isers or ho11· man y of them ha1·e bee n sen t 
abroad ? The :\Iinister of Trade and [ndustry 
should make a statement on this. 

Mallam Iro Mashi, Iyan Katsina (East 
Kats ina): :\[r Chairman, I rise to oppose the. 
amendment and to support the expenditure 
under this Head. The price of grounclnuts at 
the last season was not favourable to the poor 
farmers because they were ad vised to buy 
decordicating machines to decordicate their 
groundnuts in order to ge t higher price than 
the one th reshed by native method. The poor 
farmers d :d buy the machines and use them and 
aot special grade that they took to the ground
~ut:."inarket; and to their surprise they found 
that the difference in price did not justify their 
buying of the machines. 

The l\[arketing Board should make a better 
arrangement next season to send produ7e 
inspectors to the groundnut markets to help tn 

buying a special grade at good price. The 
buyers complained that they were afraid of 
buying a special grade bec3:use t?e pro?uce 
inspectors did not come to thetr buymg statwns. 
The i\[arketing Board should increase the 
number of their produce inspectors in order to 
cope with the work of inspection_ so that the 
quality of groundnuts should mcrease for 
better price in the world market. This year, 
Sir, the crops did not do well because of the late 
rains and the tonnage of groundnuts had fallen. 
So, Sir, it will be better to increase the price of 
grounclnuts next season in order to encourage 
the farmers to grow more. 
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Ch~ef S. L. Akintola (Osbun \\'est) : I Mr Chuku : It is also a question in the 
have JUSt one short comment to make on this \\"estern Regio n and also in the Federation
particular Head. I refer to the Staff List. it is about l\igcrian produce I am talking, Sir; 
The Staff List in . my own understanding is I am referring to one sect ion where I come.._ 
ah,·ays arranged m order of seniority. I fr?~· The licensed buying agents have the 
nottce that the very first person to appear mislortune. to suffer when the produce per
there, and rightly so, is the Director. Below centage 1s mcreased by a certain perctntage, 
him is the Deputy Director and then next is and there was a time when they made a request 
the second Deputy Directo r. Then you that they should take the whole responsibility 
have I_n ascendm_g order of magnitude :\ ss ist- for looking after their f.f.a. ; if there happened 
ant DI~ector. l\ot until you get to the panel to be an increase they would be prepared to 
of Assistant Directors that you come across pay a penalty. But this was not granted, 
the name of an African. although there was a time when it was mooted 

Incidentally the African on the list of that they were going to give them the con
Assistant Director has been promoted to cessiOn of looking after their produce and 
become a Deputy Director. But I have also to pay the penalty, but the time came 
some suspicion. By the time that this .\frican when it was shifted back to the Produce 
was promo~ed according to this Staff List, the Inspection Department ; so the people are 
Deputy Directo r who was there pre,·iously really suffering a loss. 
on contract had been transferred to the per- At the moment, if an\· oi l is about 3.6 it is 
manent hst . In other words, if this man, the rej ected by produce in;pectors, whereas it is 
Deputy Director on contract had remained taken at b.o.p. But, if produce is about 
on contract, what we would ha,·e had now is 4.5, it is acceptable ; if it is not graded as such 
the Director as l\o. I, and ~o. 2 to him would It _t hen means that the money spent on buying 
have been a~~ African. But as a result of this this produce is held up, with the result that 
clever manipulation the African now is in these traders cannot make use of their money, 
about fo';lrth or fifth category. I do not nor can the produce buying agents. 
quarrel wtth that. I have a feelin a that I am 

fl 
· h · · f 11 " So I would like the Minister to bear in mind 

re ectmg t e opmwn o a sides of the House 
that by whatever manipulation, by whatever that_ the people, in the Easte rn Region in 
arrangement, by whatever device if the particular, are suffering a great deal in this 
present Di_rector goes away we wiil not be particular respect and, if he has it within his 
satisfied wtth anybody there but an African power to do anything about it, I think this is 
(Applause). the time, particularly in this produce season, 

when he could give an undertaking on this. 
Mr H. 0. Chuku (Bende): Mr Chairman, 

I want . to ~ake a very short explanation in 
conne<;tton wtth palm kernel. My hon. Friend 
has satd that when the Minister of Commerce 
and Industries mentioned that there was an 
increase of price of kernel he does not know 
exactly how this increase operates. If we 
went back to tell our people that that really 
happened they will not believe that there was 
any increase at all. But I am not dealing with 
that. I want to ask the Minister if he is 
aware that the produce licensed buying agents 
are responsible for any increase of f.f.a. 
that is the official .... 

Mr L. P. Ojukwu (Onitsha) : Point of 
order. This matter refers entirelv to Regional 
subject. " 

The Chairman : I do not know if this is 
a Regiqnal matter but the hon. Memb~r 
must confine himself to Federal matters. 

It may be considered that that is a Reaional 
matter but it affects every Region-(An" Hon. 
M.-mber : Also the Federation)-also the 
Federation. 

The Minister of Trade and Industry 
(Hon. R. A. Njoku): Mr Chairman, although 
I am not here to hold any brief for the Federal 
Public Service Commission, for which I am not 
responsible, the Public Service Commision is an 
extra-ministerial body which advises His 
Excellency the Governor-General on matters 
of appointment and promotion in the Civil 
Servic~. That is th~ first thing I want to say 
about tt. But I am JUSt as anxious as anybody 
else to see Nigerianisation in this Department. 
I think that, in fairness, Chief Solaru should 
have welcomed the good news of the promotion 
of this young Nigerian now; he should have, 
at least, said that something has been done. 
But, no ! he wanted to water that down by 
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.L:'king me to undertake ' 'hat 1 h:n·e not got 
: ~~powe r of doing. 

. ____ .\ s I said, the question of appointment and 
rromotion is entirely a matter for His Excel
i~nc ,·. acting on the ad,·ice of the Federal 
Pubiic Service Commission. _. 

Later on, as some :.VIembcrs ha1·e asked for 
:;gurcs of senior officers in this Depa rtment, I 
, Jdl tell them. First of all, before I sav that , 
1 shou ld rem ind the House that this Depart
men t is a comparatively young one, it started 
ro wards the end of the war. Therefore, it was 
n~cessarv that a bt of the officers should be 
recruited on contract ; as a matter of fact, some 
h;~d to be seconded from other Go,·e rnment 
departments. Well, later on-I suppose the 
hon. :\!ember is right in saying that some ha\·e 
con,·erted. But that is a matter fo r which I am 
not responsible : I am not responsible for the 
conversion of anv member of the Civ·il Service. 
I think this is i~portant reall y and, here, the 
Leader of the Opposition, h:Jsing been a 
:\linister once, should be ab le to educate his 
colleagues on the Opposition bench. 

· ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun \\"est): I am 
protesting, Sir. I was not a :\Iinister once : 
I \\'as a Minister twice ! 

The Minister of Trade and Industry : 
That is all the more reason whv he should be 
more competent to advise Chief Solaru on this 
matter ! (Laughter). 

In this Department, besides a Deputy 
Director who is a Nigerian-a you!'w Nigerian 
at that- there are 52 expatriate officers in the 
senior grades and there are 28 Africans and, in 
order to accelerate Nigerianisation, there are 25 
.\fricans now in training for the senior posts. 
(Applause and cries of"Hear, hear".) 

Chief Akintola : Who will be the next 
Director? 

The Minister of Trade and Industry : My 
Friend, Mr Olarewaju, spoke about shea butter 
and sh.:a nut : so far as I am aware, there is no 
difficulty in exporting these commodities. As 
a matter of fact, we have exported them to far
away Japan: that is one of the few commodities 
Japan has taken from this country. I can 
assure the hon. Member that there is no 
difficulty in exporting these commodities. 

:VIr i\llariere mentioned cocoa substitute : we 
were all alarmed when the news \\·as published 
but our fears were allayed later on when we 

were told-e,·cn by the people who discovered 
it, in the U nile,·er Science Research Depart
ment-that there w.as no real danger; these 
people have said that the substitute will not 
endanger the future of cocoa production 
because it is not reallv a true substitute for 
cocoa, it docs not gi1·e the proper flavour. 

On the subj ect of palm kernels I said that the 
price rose from between £2 to £3. Naturally, 
this commodity is exported in consignments 
and the price fluctuates : it may be £2 on some 
consignments, £3 on others, and it was only 
reasonable that I should put the increase like 
that-from £ 2 to £3-because that was the 
range of increase during that period. As to 
whether this rise in price would be reflected in 
the price paid to the produce r, I can only say 
that that is a matter entirely for th~ Regional 
:.VIarket ing Boards. We do not fix prices for 
them : they fix the prices themselves and I 
think they ,,·ill look after that. 

:\Ir i\Iariere also spoke about rubber. \Ve 
are ,·ery happy about what has been happening 
about rubber. There wer<"~ some fears on 
this score but our fears were not justified and 
production started to go up. It is up to the 
prod ucers of rubber and, if this Government, 
in consultation with the Regional Govern
ments concerned, is satisfied that it would be 
much better to make rubber a ;.\IIarketing 
Board produce, I assure the hon. Member 
that the Go,·ernment is going to take action 
accordingly. 

The hon. Member for Bende Division, :\Ir 
Chuku, spoke about f.f.a . (free fatty acid) in 
palm oil and also the delays which are expe
rienced by producers in getting their money. 
But I am very glad this is a purely Regional 
matter-entirely a matter for the Regional 
Marketing Boards. Luckily the Chairman of the 
Eastern Regional Marketing Board is sitting in 
this House and I am sure he has taken note of 
what :VIr Chuku has said. 

I think, Sir, that these are all the points ; 
there is nothing more that I can add. 

The Minister of Works, Allzaji tlze lzon. 
iHulzammadu lnuwa Wada rose in his place and 
claimed to move, That the Question be now put. 

Question, That tlze Question be notu put, 
put and agreed to. 

Question, That the Head be reduced by £10, 
put and negatived. 

(579) 



House uf R epresentatives Debates 

lll1 [rf._ l957-58 ! lppropriation Bill] 20 :\1.-\rtCH l'J57 [Committee] 1112 

Que;·tivn, That £+2+,580 f or Head 62- The Chairman : I am sorry to interrupt 
.1farkctin:; and Exports-stand part of the you, :\Ir Dosunmu, but after all the Railways 
Schedule, put accordingly and agreed to. arc a Corporation. I doubt if it is in order 

HE.-\D 63-MINISTRY OF TRA:'<SPORT to raise this question, as it conct:rns a Corpora
tion, with the ':"Minister of Tr01nsport as to 

Question proposed, That £27,500 f or H ead whether he is responsible for answering these 
63-.llinistry of Tra!l>port-stand part of the certain points on his O\\·n. I know in England 
Schedule. #/f/1 he wou ld not be. 

Mr L. J. Dosunmu (Lagos East): i\Ir The Minister of Transport : I am not 
Chairman, as a matter of fact I filed an Amend- respo nsible, Sir, but as a :.\Iember of the 

- ment in respect of this Head. Government I can inform the House that when 
In discussing this Head I would like to these offences happened the officers concerned 

re~<.:~t, Sir·, our confidence in the ability of the were no: actually members of the Railway 
l\Iimstcr concerned. But ha\·ing said that, Corporation but were seconded Civil Servants 
Sir, I would like to call his attention to certain and so I think the hon. ;\Iember is right. ' 
serious happenings in the Department. I am The Chairman : I am very much obliged. 
asking him to bring to bear his n:nowned M 
ability on this matter. . r . Dosunmu : \\"ell as I was saying, 

A few months ago, Sir, it was gi\·cn out 
that a young Corporation that is under him 
had suffered a loss which was near, or almost, a 
quarter of a million pounds. The youna 
Corporation w~s the 0iigerian Railway Corpora~ 
tlOn. It was given out in the newspapers. Our 
mind~ were disturbed. If a young Cor
poratiOn, at this mmal stage, should be incur
nng losses of this kind, the future would not 
seem very_promising. The evils that plagued 
~he Elect;.iclty CorporatiOn had started again 
m the N igenan Railway Corporation. 

Having read these things in the Press, there 
\\·as no di :;clairr.er "·hatsoe\·er from the :\Iinis
ter, but following that, Sir, I think a special 
Board of Inquiry was institutec! to look into 
allegations of the loss of raih\'!y sleepers to 
the tune of over £250,000. There was a 
unanimous report ~Y. ~he Inquiry. Findings 
were ma_de, responsibility fixed, but in respect 
of the high placed officials who were involved 
in respect of these offences, a special Court 
was fixed, but the Africans were tried in an 
open Court. The one point I would like to 
bring out here is, what is the necessity of 
arranging special courts after the report of the 
Board of Inquiry ? 

If the Minister would like to explain to this 
House what steps he proposes to take to prevent 
a recurrence, it would help to allay our fears. 
We would also like him to assure us that we 
will be able to recover this money. I am 
not concerned as to whether those who per
petrated these offences were sent to prison 
or left to go scot free. . . 

Sir, 1t iS not so much my conc'! rn as to whether 
these people were convicted or even dismissed 
from the Service. My first concern is how the 
l\Iinister is going to ensure that this loss is 
not permanent, and that we will get our money 
ba_ck. It iS, after all, over a quarter of a 
million pounds. Things of this kind will 
disturb those foreign investors we are endea
vouring to invite to :\" igeria and if only for 
that reason alone, Sir, it is essential that some
thing should be done. 

We would like to have his assurance that 
he has done everything possible to prevent 
this loss or to prevent a recurrence of it and 
that e\·e rything possible will be done to see 
that this money is not lost fo r ever. 

As I said, my speech on this Head is not 
in any way an attack on the ;\-linister, but as 
the hon. Minister has already stated that he 
will accept responsibility for the departments 
under him, so I am asking him to take this 
opportunity at once to assure us, if it is true 
that this money is missing. If it is true that 
the offenders can be traced, and if in fact 
traced, the likelihood of this money being 
recovered. 

That is all I intend to say, Mr Chairman. 

_M. Abdullahi MagaJin Musawa (Katsina 
West Central) : Mr Chairman, I beg to support 
~ead 63, Sub-head 1, Item 1, but in support
mg this Item of the Head, I would like to 
make these following observations. 

~ir, I would like to congratulate the hon. 
Mmister of Transport for his good activities 
in his Office. He has been so good as to grant 
me my last year's request. In that respect I 
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ieel the hon . :\It:mbers in this House will places in Kabba Province who were travelling to 
agree with me that he deserves my congratub- Kaduna through Oturkpo suffered a great 
tions. deal because of lack of any waiting room at the 

station. I could remember, Sir, one of them, 
:\I01llam Sanni, had his ·loa:ds destroyed, the 
box containing some \·aluable goods, they 
were all des troyed because of lack of :my 
accommodation, he was staying outside and 
rain fell and destroyed all the things he had. 

I also feel that he has acceded to the request 
made by :\-!embers on the duties allocated to 
his Ministry. He, as a Minister, to my 
observation, is a man of varied and unquestion
able experience in the politics of this country, 
which, l\·Ir Chairman, go as far b01ck as the 
first stage of political aw1kening in this co untry 
through the Richard Constitution to the 
present-day Constitution. 

Sir, we from the .\"orth ha\·e a grea t and 
implicit confidence in his leadership, integrity 
(Applause) and in his approach to the politics 
of this country. .-\nd I hope :\Ir Chairman, 
I am not asking too much if I express the 
demand for a public holiday throughout the 
Northern Region in remembrance of the 
hon. Leader of the :\".P.C. in the Federal 
legislature and h is great political sacrifices in 
bringing the :\"orth to its p resent political 
ad\·ancement which, Mr Chairman, I beg to 
say is not in any way behind those made by 
the other Regions. (Applause). i'vir Chair
man, I want to ask the Leader of the Opposition 
if he has any doubt on that. (Laughter). 

Cheif S. L . .\kintola (Oshun West) : ::\o 
doubt whatever ! 

M. Musawa : In concluding, Sir, I wish 
to remind the hon. the :\-Iinister of Transport 
of :ny pr<!\· ious pk l al.Jouc ch<! pcopk of .\Iinna , 
in respect of the re-opening of the transporta
tion of cattle from :\Iinna to the Southern 
areas. 

With these few remarks, Sir, I beg to support. 

M. Abdu Sule (North West Ido~a): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, in supporting the expenditure 
on this Head I would like to draw the attention 
of the Minister of Transport to the fact that 
very many Railway Stations in the North are 
neglected. Mr Chairman, since the Railway 
was opened in the North, which was about 
twenty years ago, many railway stations were 
built and since then there was no improvement 
of any kind. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, last year when we came to 
this House I reminded the Minister of the 
fact that the Railway Station at Oturkpo in 
Idoma Division was not at all improved since it 
was built about twenty years ago. I could 
remember, Sir, during the Queen's Visit people 
from Kabba, from Dekina, lddah and other 

I think many Members from the East know 
\·ery well that Oturkpo is between the :\orth 
and the East, and wi ll understand also that a 
great deal of people from the East, trader; , 
bring many things from Port Harcourt , .-\ba 
and other places from the East. When the 
people come they always stay outsidt: , Sir, 
they ha\·e not got any place to stay. 

Mr P. M. Dokotri (Jos) : On a point of 
explanation, Sir. 

The Chairman : Order. Order. If the 
hon. M ember who is speaking does not gi\·c:: 
way, Mr Dokotri is not entitled to interrupt. 

M. Sule : I am not giving way. 

As I was saying, Sir, I think time has come 
when the Government should do something 
to impro~·e the station because it was built 
when people, traders, \Yere not many and there 
were not very many travellers. But now, Sir, 
we have very many people go ing through the 
place all. t~e time. and I think the earlier this 
1$ Jon~ c:-. -: u~ tte r for U ::i . 

Secondly, Sir, when I was here bst yea r I 
remember I spoke about one Jcmgerou;; railway 
level crossing. This always causes a lot of 
accident. About three months ago a lorry 
belonging to a Member of this hon. House 
collided there, on that level crossing, and it was 
damaged beyond repair. I think if the Govern
ment wishes to put a stop to these accident~, 
which I am sure would happen again if no 
action is taken, the best thing is to take early 
action. Last year, Sir, I was told by the 
Minister that a committee was to enquire into 
the possibility of putting the level crossing in 
order, but since then nothing has been done 
I would like to see that something is done to 
stop further accidents. 

Finally, Sir, a Member of this hon. House 
made mention of frequent changes of time 
tables without adequate warning to the travel
lers. This is very dangerous indeed. Tra~·el
lers are always kept in a dilemml when they 
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come to the station and they are told " there is 
no train tonight, come back tomorrow." You 
see, they have not got any previous knowledge 
about these changes. r think they should be 
told any time the Corporation thinks that it is 
time to make changes on the time tables so that 
anybody will know when he is to travel and 
when he is to come to the station because if 
this is not done in many cases travellers suffer. 

Sir, I beg to support this Head. 

Mr L. 0 . Tobun (Epc) : Mr Chairman, I 
rise to speak and support what the hon. L. J. 
Dosunmu has said about the loss of a huge 
sum of money, a quarter of a million pounds, 
in the Nigerian Railway. H e told us that an 
enquiry was held and the responsibility fixed. 
As the result of that some African members of 
the Corporation are now facing criminal trials 
in an open court, and the European officials 
who are equally in,·o l\·cd are still to face a 
special court. The question that I am going 
to put before this House, Mr Chairman, is : 
Why is it necessary to have two different courts, 
one an ordinary court, criminal court , the 
second a privileged court ? In my opinion I 
think this is discriminatory and at the same 
time it is unnecessary. If an enquiry finds a 
certain class of people guilty of an offence, 
either be they white, or black, or yellow, they 
should be brought to face the same kind of 
court and to submit themselves to equal 
punishment. That is one. 

But the important point to this thing is the 
amount invoh·ed. \Ve have not been told- I 
personally r have not seen the report-we have 
not been told how we are going to ha,·e this 
sum of money back, perhaps :; this special 
court meets it may be decided that this privi
leged class should go scot free. If they go it 
will have certain reflections on how we are 
going to get this money back. If they are set 
free it means that the money just goes to the 
wind, like that. So I would personally like 
that the Minister who is responsible should 
make a statement in this House, particularly 
how he is going to recover this money. We 
care very little if a black man goes to jail or a 
white man goes to jail, what we want to know 
is are we going to recover this money ? 

The Minister of Transport (M. Abubakar 
Tafawa Balewa) : i\Ir Chairman, Sir, it is true 
that as the hon. l\[r Dosunmu said, the Nigerian 
Railway Corporation lost about £± million . 
The responsibility for the loss, Sir, might be due 

to negligence and other things done by some 
members of its staff. T he re seemed to be the 
impression made by the hon. !\ [r T o bun and the 
hon. :\I r Dosunmu that there was so me form of ·· 
discriminat ion in the African members im·oh·ed 
and the European members of the staff. 
I want to explain Sir that there was no discri
mination whatsoever. The only difference 
is in the method of disci pline among the 
diffe rent groups in the GO\-crnme'nt service, 
or in any other organisation of this kind. r 
want to tell the House that this matter is 
being thoroughly investigated. The investi 
gat ion has not yet been completed; the matter 
is before the Court ; many th ings are in the 
hands of the Police. 

Generally, the question of discipline of 
Go,·ernment s ta~f is outside the responsibili ty 
of any Ministry and, therefore, outside my 
responsibility. But I will assure the House 
that there will be no discriminat ion in this 
matter ,,·hatsoever. I am very sorry also that 
whe n such things happen, particularly when 
it involves a loss of this kind , im·es tigations 
ha,·e to be made befo re you can put any 
responsibility on any man. Of course, an 
inquiry was made but the inquiry was set up 
by the Corporation itself. The House will 
app reciate that most of the members of the 
Co rporation staff, though they work for the 
Corporation, have not yet been offered employ
ment by the Corporation and, until they are 
offered employment by the Corporation and 
conve rt to the Corporation, becoming Corpora
tion employees , the Go,·ernment still retains 
responsibility over them. 

.-\. t this stage, Mr Chairman, I can tell the 
House only this: that I hope that, ' as the 
matter has now been put up at Court and 
im·estigations are going on, Members will 
agree to leave the matter as it is. 

Mr R. A. Fani-Kayode (Ife) : Is there any 
chance of getting the money back, that is the 
main thing? 

The Minister of Transport : That is a 
question, Sir, which I cannot answer. 

Sir, another hon. Member complained of the 
poor conditions of stations in the Northern 
Region especially. I do not know Sir, what 
particular stations the hon. Member has in 
mind, but I have been telling this House all the 
time that the N igerian Railway Corporation 
is undertaking a big programme of Railway 
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· · h d ubt hos ital is still there, the congestion is still 
Stauo n re-modelhng and I ave no beo re- theJ'e, so we are getting_ tired with the appotnt-
that if a statto n building desen·es to not ... m~nt ol· Committees whtch do not wo rk. 
modelled, the i':'tgerian Raih:ay would -
hesitate to do it. But, ot course, this •• The other point which I w ould like to 
re-modelli ng is done with a purpose. But raise is the question of Clenca_I Asststan ts. 
·r vou only h.,.ve about 20 passengers travelhng When we say that we are fighung for men 
:-r~m a stit~t, it is just a station ~or the conve- on the upper segment, we should do son:eth mg 
nience of the trains to stop, etther to take for these people who are just Clerical Asststants. 
water or something, else n_aturally_ you cannot Thev are not happy. It is to be regretted that 
expect to ha,·e a fine bUII?tng hke the one the ·grading teams appointed by the Federal 
we have in the Lagos T ermm us. Go,·e rnment, has left the Clencal Asststants 

untouched, whereas the members of . the 
technical side are now placed in a good posmon 
in the Gove rnment se n ·ice. 

The same hon . :\[ember, Sir, spoke of le,·el 
crossings and referred to a particular o~e very 
close to his home. I satd last ye~r Str.' that 
I appointed a Committ~e whtch mvest~gate~ 
what could be done to lmpro,·e the acctde~t, 
on the Je,·el crossings and I think the_ ques tiOn 
is coming before the House , tn whtch I am 
" ivin" a reph- showing what r have been able 
~0 d; so fai. M any of the hon. l\'[embers, 
of course, will have seen some of the ,~·ork 
going on on the level crossi~gs tn vanous 
places. I ha,·e no doubt that tf the compre
hensive work of the Commtttee and also t_he 
detailed arrangement which ha,·~ been mt_h 
the Corporation and the Reg10nal Pubhc 
Works there is no doubt that we shall be able 
to improve on these level crossings and stop 
the accidents on them. 

As for my Friend the hon. i.\1. Abdullahi 
::V!agajin M~sawa, who is insisting on the 
railing of cattle from Mmna, I thtnk he should 
be satisfied \\~h the reply whtch I ga\:e to a 
question which he put to me. Th_at IS that 
this is not ou r side of country. \\ e wtll be 
quite pleased to rail cat~le from Minna, we 
will be quite pleased provtded th.at th~ Dep~rt
ment from the i\orthern Regwn IS wilhng 
to provide the staff. 

Mr J. A. 0. Akande (Egba North): Mr 
Chairman Sir I think we should put an end 
to the appoi~tment of Committees to look 
into certain things. I understand from. the 
Minister of Transport that a Comm_tttee 
was appointed to look into these !~vel crossmgs, 
but up till now the level crossmgs from my 
town to this place have not been done at ~11. 
I do not think this Committee has done anytht_ng 
at all, so that we should not be contented With 
the appointment of C?mmittees. In the _case 
of the Minister of Soc1al Servtces, a Committee 
was appointed to do certain things, the 

Formerly there ,,·as a training school at 
Oshogbo where the Clerks from the Federa
tion attended. but, unfortunate_Iy, the. school 
is now in the \\'estern Regton: W~at ts 
the Federal Government doing for thts set 
of workers ? 

The Minister of Transport : . I want to 
ask what the hon. M ember is after, Str. 

The•Chairman : \\"ould the hon. Member 
make his speech clearer please ? 

Mr Akande : Oh, yes. In this H ead 6~
l\[inistry of Transport-we have Clencal 
Assistants, I am telling the. House about the 
plight of the Clerical Asststants under the 
Federal Government. Those who have been 
Clerks will realise that these people do the 
work of First Class Clerks. My hun:ble 
request is that the Government should constder 
the points I have raised and take steps to 
estab lish a Federal Training_ Schoo_! or 
conversion of the present Clencal Asstst~nt 
to the standard grade or to introduce a spectfic 
examination for conversion to the standa_rd 

d I am not unmindful of the Cht~f 
gra e. th' b' t b t if 
Secretary's remarks on . ts su JeC u 
Oshogbo Training School IS to transfer the~e 
people to the standard clerical grade~ what _1s 
the Federal Government doing? This step m 
the Federal territory is a sure proof of the 
unwillingness of the Chief Secretary to reco~
nise the ability of Africans to man the posts tn 

the Civil Service. 

My humble prayer is that th~ Gover~ment 
should now consider the Clen~al Ass1stan~s 
in the Federal territory and then give them thetr 
due share. Mr Chairman, I support. 

Q11estion put and agreed to. 
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1-IE.\D 64--:\I!:'-i!STRY OF TR.-\:-;SPORT 

(MAR!:-<E SERVICES) 

Question propoud, That the wm of£ +79,3 60 
for Heacl 6+--lHinistry vf TrallSport (Marine 
.'·)ern"ces)-stand part of the Schedule. .. 

_ ___ _ Question put and agreed to. 

The Chairman : I think we had bet ter 
suspend the sitting fo r a sho rt break. The 
sitting i~oow suspended. 

.S"ill ing m.<pended. 

Sifling resumed. 

!I r.Ao 65-hr..~:-;o \\' AT ER\\·.w s DEPARnrE:-<T 

Question proposed, That £331,730 for Head 65 
-Inland Water-zcays Department,-stand part of 
the Schedule. 

The Minister of Transport (Hon. Abubakar 
Tafa11·a Balewa) : Si r, I have an amendment to 
mo1·c on this Head. I hope that all the hon . 
!.!embers have a copy of the amended Head in 
their hand~. Sir, on the Order Paper there arc 
a number of amendments in my name, and I 
hope that what I have to say now will cover all 
the other amendments concerning the sub-heads. 

:\"o11·, the Committee is aware, Sir, that the 
Inland \Vaterways Department was established 
last year and the proposal was that we would 
build up this Department by stages. We are 
hoping at the beginning to establish a Naviga
tional Branch and later to have other branches, 
possibly by 1958. I am glad to tell the House, 
Sir, that we are making very good progress in 
building up this Department, and that is why 
I ha\·e to seek the approval of the Committee 
earlier, to bring the other parts of the Depart
ment into beiijg. 

Sir, there are some other things about which 
I want to inform the House. If they look into 
the amendments they will see a provision for 
Hydraulic Engineers. These · people, Sir, 
according to my experience are very difficult 
to obtain. I would very much welcome, ·sir, 
the co-operation of the hon. Members if they 
can help me by trying to encourage young 
Nigerians, after taking their engineering degrees 
to go for further studies and qualify as Hydrau-
lic Engineers. · 

I was discussing this matter, Sir, with 
Professor Jansen of NEDECO, and he told me 
that there is at Delft a provision for courses in 
English for Hydraulic Engineers. I hope, Sir, 
that young Nigerians will be going forward 
after completing their engineering courses and 

afte r taking their degrees, to go for this specia
list training. 

\1/e are in great need of Hydraulic Engineers 
because we hope, Sir, in 1958 when NEDECO 
hand~ m·er to us the Rivers Niger and Benue, 
11·e :>hall be able to take over from them and 
continue with the hydrological work. 

!.Iany hon. Members, Sir, have expressed the 
wi;;h that the Federal Government should 
undertake hydrological surveys on our different 
waterways. I hope that the Inland Waterways 
Department will be able in the not-too-distant 
future to pro1·ide us with expert staff who can 
undertake such work. 

:\ow, one important factor, Sir, about this 
amendment is that a large part of the expen
diture on the Department is recoverable from 
the Regional Governments. Hon. i\Iembers 
are aware that before this Department was 
established the Ports Authority was operating 
crafts, launches and so on, on behalf of the 
different Go1·ernments and for which it received 
payment. :\'ow the Regions have agreed that 
the new Department of Inland Waterways will 
operate their launches for them, and for which 
they will pay ; so one can see th.at this Depart
ment ,. Sir, is a re1·enue yielding one, although 
the primary purpose of setting up this Depart
ment is not to bring in revenue. 

I think, Sir, that the other amendments 
which I haYe are adequately covered, Sir, by 
the explanatory notes attached to the amend
ment where the details of the different sub
heads are broken up and I hope that the hon. 
Members will find them satisfactory. 

I must say, Sir, that I have it in command 
from His Excellency, the Governor-General, to 
move the Amendment. 

Sir, I beg to move. 
Question proposed, That sub-head 

increased by £16, 940 as follows:-

Marine Officer, Scale A 
Marine Engineer, Scale A .. 
Temporary Marine Engineer, 

Scale A 
2 Hydrological Engineers, Scale A .. 
1 Electrical Engineer, Scale A 
1 Executive Officer (Accounts) 

Scale C (E) 2, 3, 4 
2 Assistant Executive Officers 

(.\ccounts) Scale C (E) 1, 2 
Assistant Executive Officer, Scale 

C (E) 1, 2 . . 

be 

£ 
890 

1,010 

1,020 
2,030 
1,020 

500 

780 

470 
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Principal Stores Officer, Group 9 
Ass i~tant Labour Relations Office r, 

Seal<! C(E) I, 2 .. 
Assistant Chief Clerk, Scale D + .. 

1 First-class Clerk, Scale D 3 
1 + Second and Third-class Clerks , 

ScaleD 1, 2 
i Clerical A~sistants , Scale F I, 2, 3 
3 Storekeepers, Grades II and UI, 

£ 
1,500 

470 
++0 
320 

2,620 
1,090 

ScaleD l, 2 5+0 
Inducement Addition 1,7+0 
. \ cting Allowance . . 500 

Chief T. T. Solaru (lj ebu East): i\ Ir Chair
man, Sir, thi~ Department is a very welcome 
addition to the activities of the i\Iinistry of 
Transport. After all, we often forget that a 
large number of our_ inhabitants of :\"igeria ha1·e 
no other means ot transport. These water
ways, Sir, if they are developed in the way we 
envisage, are not only go ing to bring added 
prosperity to these areas, but also the country's 
economic condition will reflect the prosperity 
that is coming to these areas. 

But there is one thing, Sir ; in the hon. 
}finister's speech he appealed to !.!embers of 
the House to inform any young student of the 
country's need for H ydraulic Engineers. I 
would say, Sir, that that is very well taken care 
of by our scholarship scheme. If the scholar
ship people would offer scholarships in this 
subject, you would find young aspiring 1\ige
rians would take up this course, for as in the 
past, the demands of Government or any other 
employing bodies have been an important 
factor in deciding what studies should be 
taken up by our young people. But until 
there is an opening, if a young man studies 
hydrology or any other form of engineering, 
and there is not a job for him, he becomes a 
liability, but if as it now seems there is a definite 
need for these people in a specialised field, I 
am sure that if the scholarship section of the 
Ministry of Social Services would advertise 
this fact, there would be no lack of response 
among our young people. 

I would add further, Sir, that in developing 
these waterways, they are not being developed 
only for use by Dutch boats, or any other sea
fearing nation one can think of, but for our 
own use. This development will go a long 
way to encourage our own people who are now 
canoe pullers, who ply these waterways to 
make more use of them. It is true that these 
are things which are developing slowly, and 

you will find, l\"Ir l\"I inistcr, that all the help 
;1ncl encou ragement that you want in this 
direction will be forthcoming. so long as we 
tind that those who are employed in thi:> 
proj ect are not merely creating openings for 
themselves; 

When the time comc::s for our back-room bors #/II 
- that is our young people who are being 
trained to-day-to advance, if they are given 
that chance to advruJce, well no-one will grudge 
the money that is being spent on this Depart
ment . 

!.Ir Chairman, I beg to support. 
Question put and agreed to. 
The Minister of Transport (Hon. !.I. 

Abubakar Tafawa Balewa) : :\Ir Chairman, Sir, 
I have it in command from His Excellency the 
Governor-General to say that he h~s given hi; 
consent for me to move increases for the 
following sub-heads: 

Sub-head 2 to be increased by £2,000 
Sub-head i to be incre:1sed by [!0,000 
Sub-head 8 to be .increased by £1,700 
Sub-head 10 to be i ncre~s~d by £3,:200 

Question proposed. 
Question put and agreed to. 

The Minister of Transport : S ir, I ha•:e 
it in command from the Go\'ernor-General to 
move to increase sub-head 12 by £5,000. 

Question proposed. 
Chief T. T. So1aru (Ijebu West): It is a 

matter of exolanation, Sir. \Vould the Mi nis
ter explain to us a little the duty of the Senior 
Accountant ? 

The Minister of Transport : :.\Ir Chairman, 
Sir, I would like to draw the hon. Member's 
attention to the White Paper which the House 
approved establishing the Department. The 
Department is divided into different sections : 
we have the Accounts section, the Navigation 
section, the Hydrological section, the Stores 
section, and this Department is self-accounting. 
In the past the accounting was done by the 
Ports Authority. 

Question, That sub-head 12 be increased by 
£5,000, put and agreed to. 

The Minister of Transport (?vi. Abubakar 
Tafawa Balewa) : Sir, I have it in command 
from the Governor-General to move to include 
the following provisions : 

Clearance of Inland Waterways-£10,000 
Buoyage Equipment-£2,500. 

Question proposed. 
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Mr H. 0. Akpan-Udo (Ikot Ekpene): Mr Mr Chairman, with these remarks, [ beg to 
Chairman, S ir, l rise to support the i\Iotion by support. 
the :\ lin ister of Transport, and in doing so I , . The Minister of Transport ( Hon. Abubakar 
note that so much is b~ing provided for the 1_ afawa Balewa): Mr Chairman, Sir, I did not 
cl~arance of Inland \\'aterw:Ivs, and I wotdd -- 1 k 
like to place on record the i~1portance to the t ·c to call th~ hon . i\Iember down on a point of 

I ord~r because he has been away for some time 
peop ~ of ~y area and of Ab:1k and Opobo and f thought the House would like to hear hi,-
Dtvtstons ot the Qua Iboe Ri1·er. vo ice. 

;:-{o doubt, quite a number of rivers all over 
the countrv will be im·oh'ecl in this clearance 
scheme, but when we kno11· the important 
products betng handled along this river, we 
know that such a ri1·er should rece ive priority 
of clearance. 

The main. c~op produced by the people of 
the three Dtl·tstons I ha1·e mentioned-Ikot 
Ekpene, Abak and Opobo-is palm fruits 
yie lding palm oil and kernels. To-day we 
know that the price of palm oil and kernels 
stands a bet ter chance for consideration than 
the price of cocoa. In fact, well examined, 
you will notice that the principle for the 
allocatwn ot re1·enue is now out-dated because 
the value of cocoa has gone down while that of 
palm oil and kernel has not. So even if the 
principle of allocation of revenue is revised 
you will see that the area producing palm oil 
and kernels should deserve a better proportion. 
For that reason, :VIr Chairman, I am mandated to 
bring to the notice of the i\'Iinister of Transport 
the tmportance of this ri1·er. 

Right on the estuary of the Qua Iboe River 
is the Boatyard at Opobo, and it is a matter 
for regret that up to date this Department 
ha; not cleared the waterwavs to enable us 
to float at least one launch from the Opobo 
Boatyard am'._ yet so many of them are being 
produced and used along other rivers. The 
people of Abak Division in particular and 
also of Opobo Division have to carry their 
palm oil and kernels in small canoes along 
these uncleared waterways to Opobo to sell 
and we know that to-day the foreign firms in 
this country have captured the motor transport 
trade. So, what remains for the people of 
these areas is that waterway along the Qua 
Iboe Rtver. So I am urging that this young 
Department should endeavour to place the Qua 
Iboe River on top priority so that when the 
clearance work begins this river will be cleared 
right up to Nto Edino so that the people of 
these areas can develop an interest in using the 
waterways for the evacuation of their produce 
down to the port at Opobo. 

The particular river the hon. i\lember is 
referring to is not a Federal waterway, but I 
want to assure him, Sir, that the Inland Water
ways Department will be very pleased to clear 
any Regional waterway on pa1·ment to the 
Federal Government. · · 

ChiefS. L. Akinto!a (Oshun \\'est): I do 
not want to prolong this but I do not want the 
:\Iinister of \\"orks to go scot free to-day. So 1 
would ltke to mentton one thing which I would 
ltke the :\.Iinister to explain fully to us. [ 
support whatever 1·ote he is asking for for the 
purp?se of clea ring our inland waterways. I 
mentwned one pomt here in passing the other 
ttme and the :VIinister had no time to explain to 
me. 

On a subject allied to this the Minister told 
us that the Northern Regional Government 
donated to the Federal Government a sum of 
£200,000. Well, I said that constitutionally 
the :\"orthern Regional Government was not 
bound to give that money and that it would be 
a dangerous precedent to say that if you wanted 
to develop any Region or to discharge Federal 
res p_onsibili ty 11·e mus t impose a le1·y upon the 
Regton concerned. I would like the Minister 
to ~ssu re u~ on that particular point. He is 
agam re1·ertmg to the same issue in answering 
one hon. l\'lember here. 

~he Federal Government is at liberty, if it so 
?estres, t_o declare any inland waterway as 
tnter-Regtonal waterway and it therefore 
becomes a Federal responsibility. Why must 
t~ey come and ~ay_ to him before he discharges 
his own responstbthty ? I would like that point 
to be made_clear. It would not be fair to people 
whose mam means of transport is river to 
impose this responsibility on them. They have 
no trunk 'A' road, no trunk 'B' road, no trunk 'X' 
road or trunk 'Y' road. All they have is their 
river and it is up to us to spend some money to 
develop this for them so that they may have 
easy means of transport . 

I would appeal to the Minister once more not 
to impose any duty on them in order that he 
may discharge his own responsibility. 
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:\"ow, the second point is in connection with House and I feel that the i\Iiniste r will do 
rhc ports alo ng these inland waterways. I well to give us an assurance that he is not 
ment ioned also the other dav that the Federal signing away these inland waterway ports 
Government, without a~ ·reference to this and that we will still be in a position any time 
House whatsoe1·e r, entered in to a contract with to take these ports away from these foreign 
some trad ing firms and transferred to them firms. If we are in a position financially 
some ports in the \Vestern Region. next year to take them over let the agreement 

C nder 11·hat power that has been· done I be worded in such a way that we would be 
ha1·e no idea. But by agreement at the Consti- empowered to take them over at that particular 
tutional Conference we all stated that all these time. 
ports are Federal responsibility. If the Federal The Minister of Transport : ;\lr Chair
Gol·ernment wants to contract out of that man, the Leader of the Opposition raised two 
agreement, in fairness to all concerned it should points and I am sorry to say that, although he 
ha1·e been round another conference table. is usually in the habit of ascertaining the real 
But now they say they entered into agreement facts before speaking on matters in the House. 
that these ports-Sapele and so on-should I am afraid on these t1vo points 11·hich he raised 
still remain in the hands of some trading firms . he is gra1·ely misinformed . 
I understand that the argument is that, we In the first place he spoke of the Constitu-
hal·e got no money to de1·e lop them now. tiona! Conference of 195 3. He was there and 
If that is the case the agreement 11·hereby they I was there. \Ve did not sav in the Conference 
should continue to be in possession of these nor did it appear in the Order in Council that 
ports for the next twentv-fi1·e 1·ears is unfair. the Federal Government could declare everv 

An hon. Member : .-\ s agents ? waterway as its responsibility. \Ve said the 
Chief Akintola : \\'hether they are agents Federal responsibility of waterways are all 

or not is a different matter. Tirey are not matters on tidal wave and the River :\"iger 
agents : they are there as the owners of the and its outfall. This is a ver~' confusing 
ports. You stated that it belonged to them definition and I hope when we go to the 
originally ; when the Ja11· transferred owner- Conference in May we will be able to change 
ship to the Federal Government the Federal that definition because it amounts to more 
Go1·ernment was not in a position to pay the or less every stream of water in the country 
compensation and in order that the Go1·e rn- being declared a Federal responsibility. 
ment ma1· contract out of its own oblia:ttion Another point made by the Leader of the 
to pay compensation it allowed these t;:"ading Opposition about the contribution by the 
firms to keep these ports. I think 11·e are Regional Governments for c:rrrying out purely 
merely postponing the evil day. At one point Federal Government responsibility is a point 
or another we will have to pay and these people we have been considering and I have been 
will have to clear out. I do not say they should thinking about it. When I made the point 
not be paid but it will be unfair if even the that the Northern Region contributed £200,000 
Minister or the Governor was determined to I did not tell the House that the Northern 
pass its own responsibility to other people Regional Government was forced to make this 
the Government is in duty bound to bring contribution. If a Region is very anxious for 
the matter to the Floor of this House for proper work to be carried out and it is not in the 
debate. priority list of the Federal Government, for the 

After we shall have had our say then the sake of happy co-operation and relationship 
GoYernment may have its own way but it is too I think it is only good for the Federal Govern
often now that the Government will go and ment to work if there is the fund, but if you can 
commit the whole country, commit itself before contribute we will be able to carry on otherwise 
reporting here. That is over-straining the you had better wait until the time we are able 
loyalty of even Mr Hew. If this continues to carry it out with our money. 
persistently they are bound to revolt some ChiefS. L. Akintola : Point of explanation. 
day. Will the Minister then give an assurance that 

All these other reports on which the action this money will be refunded in due course ? 
on the international waterways was based The Minister of Transport : No, Sir. 
were never discussed on the Floor of this My hon. Friend was referring to Federal 
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1yatcn1·ay, which is a Regional responsibility, Question, That an increased sum of £383,070 
and umkr the present Constitution a service for Head 62-lnland Waterways Departmmt
oi a Gon:rnment carried out by anothe r stand part of the Schedule, put and agreed to. 
Go1·c rnment should be ~;iid for. That is why HE.-\D 66-CO.-\ST.-\L AG E:"\CY 
1 say the Inland Wate;ways Department will 
be q~itc prepared to carry out the dearing work 
o n any Regional waterway prov1ded the 
Regional Go,·ernment is prepared to pay. 

The Leader of the Opposition touched on the 
ques tion of ports. He said the Federal 
Government handed over 1ts ports to pnvate 
companies . That is :Hong .. The ports b~long 
to the: pri1·atc compames. When we established 
the !\i<1e rian Ports Authonty I told thts House 
that at "presc:nt the Ports Authority will be able 
on! v to take over the ports of Lagos and Port 
H a;court . I am busy trying to improve 
na1·ioation on our ri\·ers and creeks. Without 
a fir;:;, assurance to these companies who own 
these ports there is not doubt that the firms will 
not be able to sink in money for their 
de1·elopment and at the present moment 
Government is not in a position to put out all 
the monev that is required for our port develop
ment. That is why the White P~er on Rivers 
policy was produced. I hope all the hon. 
:\-I embers ha1·e read this White Paper. It is not 
a quest ion of our doing this thing behind the 
back of the House of Representatives. Surely 
if a "White Paper is produced every Member of 
this House is able to table a Motion for the 
White Paper to be debated. 

Chief Akintola : After the th ing has been 
done? 

The Minister of Transport : I do not 
know what the Leader of the Opposition really 
wants us to do, if we can do nothing until we 
bring it here. He seems to forge~ that whether 
we sit here very day and every mght there are 
things the Federal Government should do 
before coming to the House. 

I think this covers all the points and I would 
like to tell the House that the House should be 
really interested to know that the Niger_ian 
Ports Authority is still the harbour authonty. 
The firms continue of course to own their 
shore installations. No doubt if the hon. 
Leader of the Opposition had read the White 
Paper he could see that we are under certain 
obligations by international law as far as 
international waterways are concerned and 
Government has some control over these ports. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Question proposed, That £11 6,+00 f or Head 
66-Coastal Agency-stand pari of the Schedule. 

Question put and agreed to. 

The Chairman : I propose to continue 
going through the Heads until anybody move::s 
to report progress. 

HEAD 67-MINISTRY OF WORKS 

Question proposed, That £20,590 f (Jr Head 67 
-Ministry of Works-stand part of the Schedule. 

The Chairman here proceeded to put the 
questions necessary to dilpo_se of Head 67 but 
1cas interrupted by the rarswg of a pomt of 
Order. 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun \Vest) : Point 
of Order, Sir. I thought the schedule for 
to-day stopped at Head 66. Am I mistaken ? 

The Chairman :We have done 66. 

Chief Akintola : Yes, and I thought that 
is as far as we could go. 

The Chairman : Well, the report of the 
Business Committee expressly includes power 
for the Committee to go further than the 
minimum laid down. 

Chief Akintola : That means that we need 
not exhaust the Ministry of Works to-day ? 

The Chairman : We need not. But I did 
mention-no, certainly not. Head 66 was 
the end of the Fifth Allotted Day but I mention
ed that I proposed to continue with Heads 
until anybody moved to report progress. 

Mr Akande, on Head 67. 

Mr J. A. 0. Akande (Egba North): I move 
to reduce the Head by £10 ...... this question 
. . . . is in connection with the building of 
bridges . . .. 

The Minister of Works (Alhaji Muham
madu lnuwa Wada) : The hon. Member's 
remarks are inaudible to me, Sir. 

Mr Akande : It is in connection with the 
contract work given to Costain's (West Africa) 
Limited. I put a question to the Minister : 
whether he is aware of the many accidents on 
trunk roads "A", where Costain's have cons
tructed road diversions to enable bridges to be 
built and whether he will take steps . . .. 
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The Minister of Works : I still cannot The first one is that I 11·ould like to know 
hear. from the hon. i.\Iinister abo ut the trunk "A" 

road Aba-Umuahi ct- Ok ig11· i-Awgu-Oji River. 
The Chairman : Order, order. If the hon . It 11·as said that this road II"Duld be started 

:'llc:mbcr wo uld do me the courtesy_of address- some time in December last year or January 
in" me bl· speak ino in this direc tion- as I turn this vear. I was informed, Mr Chai rman , 
ro~·ard~ him whenoi address him-it will give that ;i contract has been .<i <>ned and the work 
the i.\-Ii1_1istcr and the reporters a much better will start but, up till no11·~i~r, nothing has bee n 
chance of hearing what he has to say. seen ; no materials collected and nobodv see n 

Mr Akande : I was saying that I add ress~d along this road doing anything. · 

a qucst.ion to the Minister of Works; I asked I would also like to know, :\Ir Chairman, 
if he is aware of the many accidents w~ic!~ from the Minister, about the trunk "A" road, 
ha1·e taken place at pomts on trunk A the +2 miles from Port Harco urt to .-\.ba which 
roads where :\Iessrs Costain's (\Vest Africa) is due to be widened to 22 feet. This work 
Limited ha1·e ca nstructed road diversions to 

also was said to be starting early this year but, 
enable briclgcs to be built and if he will take up till now, nothing has been done. 
steps to set: if these road diversions can be 
tarred before the rains set in this year ? I 
got a rep ly irom the Minister that he was not 
aware of accidents at these points. 

It beats me that people who supply info rma
tion to the :\Iinis\er are not alwavs correct. 
If you go only about 60 miles out of Lagos 
you will lind buses and lorries falling by the 
wayside · it takes three or four davs to remo1·e 
these w:ecked vehicles from the" road. Why 
people should supply the ::\Iinister with 
incorrect information I cannot understand, 
but I am happy to note that it has now been 
arranged that these diversions arc to be tarred 
before the coming of the rains. I think that 
these thi ngs should take priority and that 
Costains should be informed that they are to 
tar the roads now because the rainy season 
will soon set in. 

Apart from this, I have a word of praise for 
the Minister in connection with the bridges 
that have been built. In this connection it 
is my duty to say that this Minister is a very 
energetic :\Iinister-apart from people who 
supply wrong information. Before work was 
begun on these bridges he went on tour and 
saw nearly all the places where they were to be 
built, and even came to my own Division. 
It is my pleasure to state that my own people 
in Egba Division are very grateful. The speed 
with which the work is being done is rather 
marvellous and I think all sides of this House 
will join me in thanking the Minister for the 
work he has done. 

Amendment, proposed. 

Mr F. E. Offor (Okigwi): I just want to 
make three observations on this Head. 

.-\!so I would like to know from the :\li nistcr 
of Works whether he is aware of the numerous 
oil beans trees along that road. These oil 
beans are claiming the li1·cs of two or three 
people e;·cry week : it is those same trees that 
were responsible for the: d.::ath oi the hon. 
D. K. Onwcnu, a :\!ember of this House . I 
do not know what the :'1 Iin ister is prepared 
to do about clearing a\':ay those trees . 

It would be much bette r if the :\Iinister, 
while co nsidering the widening of the road, 
were also to consider clearing away these trees. 
They were planted in the fa r-off days when 
there were no vehicles on the road and people 
travelled only on foot. But now there is no 
need for ~ hose oi l bean trees which are claimino
the most important lives in the Division and 
I would like to know from eotle :\Iinister what 
he proposes to do about the m. 

M. Abdulkadir Koguna Wakilin Riyogi 
(East Kano): Thank you Mr Chairman. 
In supporting this H ead I would first of all 
like to congratulate the Minister of Works for 
the real achievements he has made within his 
portfolio, in this country, especially in the 
following schemes-bridges, buildings, roads, 
and water supply, and I hope we shall see 
more and more of his activities within the 
current year 1957-58. 

Sir, I have a few remarks to make. Labour 
Camps on Federal roads in many cases are 
quite essential, not only for the labourers, but 
also for the masses while travelling along the 
roads. 

Secondly, Sir, there are some mile blocks 
between Zaria and Parki, on Kano-Zaria nc:11· 
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roads, which require slight alteration. The 
numbers wr itte n on them are only on one side, 
which _mea ns you can see them while coming 
from I .... ano, but coming from Zaria one cannot 
r~aJ them because they a re on the opposite 
std.: , and thev have been- li ke- tharsi nce ·tas r
ycar. There' should be written on both 
sides, or the sides on which they are written 
should face the road. 

A further point I would like to make Sir, 
and this point is rather important. I hope the. 
Federal Ministe r will discuss with the Regional 
Ministe r in orde r to see tha t certain unnecessary 
redundant expatriate officers are reduced 
under Public \Yorks Department. I am not 
against the employment of expatriate officers, 
but they should be employed onl y when 
necessary, because, Sir, some of these people 
come out here to :\igeria without any qualifica
tio ns or prc,·ious experience. They learn the 
JOb or the pa~ticula r work thcv ha,·e t0 d0 
from the :\ ige ria ns o r from the p.eople who d id 
the work before them. S uch people cannot 
construct roads, wells, et cetera , bette r than 
the experienced Nigerians. They cannot 
construct bridges, or make plans of a house 
and build it, or construct water reservoirs, or 
erect braithwaite tanks or windmills , et cetera, 
but have to learn all these jobs from experienced 
people, Nigerians, who can do these jobs 
efficiently, but yet are paid very little. I would 
like the Minister please to consider giving 
special promot ion to such people. 

I hope, Sir, that the i\Iinister will advise 
his Colleagues in the Regions that these people, 
are the people doing the most difficult and 
dangerous work in this country, as \vel! as the 
most useful, and are deserving of recognition. 
They should be especially appreciated by the 
rural areas of this country as a whole. I hope 
special modification will be made in the near 
future to their wages, gratuity, pension, 
periodical pay, compensation, et cetera. 

Mr Chairman, I beg to support. 
Mr F. E. Turton Hart (Special Member): 

Mr Chairman, Sir, with due respect to the 
hon. Member, I would like to speak against 
this Motion. I feel that this year we ought to 
congratulate the :.\Iinister (Cheers). 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun West) : The 
Minister is smiling. 

Mr Turton-Hart : Since we were last 
here, Sir, the :\Iinister has achieved quite a lot 
anci b.-- has gone a long way to mee t many of 

the criticisms raised a yea r ago. am not 
referring to his Exhibit ion or to his Film 
Show, or e\·c n to his excelle nt speeches on the 
radio. I am referring Sir, to the fa ct that 
we now have consulting enginee rs helping the 

-Public \\'orks Department through their lack 
of executive capac ity. In add ition fu rther 
contracts ha\·e been let in r"n nect ion with the 
streng theni ng of our bridg~ and the widening 
of our roads, and it is most important that 
when \\·e do see something really achieved 
during any one year we ought to exp ress our 
pleasure and g ratification. 

There i:; [ think this point , that roads cos t 
a g reat deal of money, and [ am not sure that 
during this Five- Y ear EcoJlf)mic Plan, the 
M inister go t quite as large a slice of the 
Financial Secretary's cake as he deserved. 
[ hope that when the nex t plan i~ drawn up he 
might han: a little sugar on the top of his slice. 

l-Ln·ing pra ised the :\I inister I trust he will 
fo rgi,·e me if I do suggest one or two points 
about which some of us are not too happy. 
The hon. i\Iinis ter announced earlier in this 
Session that the Gove rnment has accepted in 
principle that a new bridge should be built 
linking Lagos to the '.\Iainland. H e also said 
I think that this bridge would be built to the 
eas t of the existing bridge. 

I know that a meeting was held to allow the 
inhabitants of Lagos to express opinions on this 
subject, but it was held at verv short notice and 
I am quite sure that many · people who had 
opinions on the subject d id not have the 
opportunity to state them. The reaso n gi ,·en, 
I believe, for locating the sugg~ted bridge on 
that site was that if it was placed on the other 
side of Carter Bridge it might interfere with the 
Ijora B Power Station. I am under the 
impression that whichever side of Carter Bridge 
it is placed, the approaches on the lddo end 
would have to be made by reclaiming more land, 
and if you can reclaim it on one side I think 
you can reclaim it on the other side. 

Now, Sir, the han. the Minister also told us 
that to ease our traffic problems in Lagos he 
was arranging for an expert to come here and 
report on these matters. I would like ~o suggest 
that if this expert is given the opportunity to 
hear the views of all of us who live in Lagos, he 
might even agree with us that the bridge ought 
to be on the other s ide. .-\nd I trust that, 
should this matter come to the Minister's 
not ice, I hope that he would remember that it 

(590) 

House of R epresentutives Debate.,· 

1133 [Tite 1957-58 Appropriation Bill 20 i\l.\RCH 1957 ( fVritt t n A n:w.:er; ro Questions] 11H 
- Committee] 

..!ocs not matter really which side it is as long as 
i' is in rht: best interests of the people who ha ve 
ro mn·el o·.-e r it every day. 

Thet'~ is one other unfortunate point which 
I find in the White Paper published on the first 
,·ear's operations of the present Economic Plan, 
and that mentions that no work will be done on 
11· idening the Denton Causeway owing to the 
increase in cost of the new roads to Apapa, both 
trom Iddo and the Western Avenue. 

~ow, Si r, many of us travel up and down the 
Denton Causeway every day. I know that the 
original suggest ion was that when these new 
roads, the Western Avenue and the new 
approach road to Apapa, are completed, the 
dense tra ffic on the Denton Causeway will be 
reduced. Bu t I beg leave to doubt that. 
_-\nyone who has been ·caught in a traffic jam 
oprosite the :\Iainbnd Hotel will obsen ·e that 
in the peak traffi c periods there is far more 
traffic coming from Yaba than there is from 
.-\papa and , with the very high annual registra
tion of new vehicles in Lagos, I feel quite sure 
that the lessening of traffic produced by these 
two new roads '•·ill be more than overcome by 
the fresh registrations, of people living in Yaba 
and Ebute :\Ietta and in i\Iushin, and other 
res idential areas. 

Finally, Sir, we have the plight of one section 
of the community which uses this road, about 
" ·hich ,·ery li tt le is heard, and that is the cvclists . 
E\·ery morning, many hundreds of ~yclists 
come into Lagos to work. It is a very harzar
dous journey for the cyclist, he has to carrv out 
a bitter war with the dri\·ers of buses, lorries and 
private cars. If he is not careful his bicycle is 
damaged, and I think that their number is 
increasing, too. I would suggest to the hon. 
Minister that if nothing can be done to widen 
the road from Iddo Station to the Mainland 
that he would consider making a temporary 
cycle path. It would not be very expensive, it 
needs not be very wide, but it would enable 
this tremendous number of cyclists to travel in 
some degree of security which they do not have 
now. (Applause). 

Mr Speaker, I support. 

A~d it being 5.45 p.m. Mr Chairman left the 
Chazr to report progress, and ask leave to sit again. 

lV!r Speaker remmed the Chair. 

Committee report progress-to sit again , 
tomorrmc. 

Adjournment 
The Attorney-General of the Federation 

(Mr E. I. G. U ns\\·o rth) : S ir, I beg to mm·e, 
That the H ouse do now adjourn. 

The Minister of Land, Mines and Powe r 
(Alhaji M . Ribadu): Sir, I beg to second . 

Question, Th ai this House do now adj vum , put 
and agreed lo. 

Resolved, Thai this H ouse do non· adj oum. 

A djoumed accordingly at f ourteen minutes to 
si.-.: o'clock until 10 a.m . on Thursday the 2 1st 
i'vlarch, 1957. 

QUESTIONS AND WRITTEN ANSWERS 

Question-

W .92. Mr J. A. Effiong asked the :\Iinister 
of Land, Mines and Power :-

If he will conside r compiling a com p rehen
sive atlas map of :\ igeria a:; a matter of urgent 
necessity. 

Answer-

The Minister of Land, Mines and 
Power : It is assumed that the ques tion 
means a comprehen:; ive atlas bound up as a 
book. 

The Federal S urvey Department has publi
shed sets of maps on the scale of I : 3,000,000, 
or 4-7.3 miles to an inch, which shew such 
general information about :\ igeria as Rainfall , 
i\Iaximum and :.\Iinimum T emperatures, Vege
tation, generalised G eology, Communications 
and the like. There are at present sets of 
these maps, bound in paper covers, which 
may be purchased from the Dc;sartment at a 
lower price than in book form. 

2. The paramount mapping need of N igeria 
at this stage of its economic development is for 
new maps of areas, which have never before 
been adequately mapped, on the larger scales 
of 0.79 and 1.57 miles to the inch, rather than 
the production of an atlas in book form . 

Question-

0.144. Mr D. N. Abii asked the Minister of 
Communications and Aviation:-

When direct telephone services will be 
provided at Owerri to Enugu, Port H arcourt, 
Umuahia and Onitsha, in place of the existing 
single line service through the already con
gested exchange at Aba. 
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.--l.ns<:.·er-

The Minister of Communications and 
Aviation : In the T elecommunicat ions Dc,·e
lop ment Plan under the 1955-60 Economic 
Programme provision has been made for four 
telephone trunks from Owcrri to .\ba instead 
of the single trunk as at present. These 
trunks will be e:-.te ndcd to Enugu, Port Har
court, Umuahia and Onitsha if the telep hone 
traffic ju:;tifies direct trunks. Meanwhile, 
congestion will be removed by the provision 
as part of the Development Plan of additional 
trunks between Aba and Enugu and Port 
Harcourt. The 1m rk will be carried out 
before 1961). 
Questiou-

0 .203. Mr J. I. Izah asked the :\Iini:;ter of 
Communications and .-\viation :-

In view of the great demand for cash pay
ment at the Kwale Post Office which is the 
only one serving the Division of 150,000 
people, if he will consider increasing the cash 
resen·e there so as to a1·oid thc frequent delay 
in paying out cash. 
A nS"«:er-

The Minister of Communications and 
Aviation : The inadequacy of the cash 
resen·e at Kwale came under notice in 
December las t and it was increast:d in February. 
:'vioreo1·er the Postmaster has been authorised 
to draw cash from the local Treasury should 
it be necessary. The situation now appears 
to be satisfactory. 
Queslion-

0.205. Mr F. N. E. Ngale asked the :\·Iinister 
of Research and Info rmation :-

\Vhat research activities the Department of 
Federal Research has in the Southern 
Cameroons. 
Answer-

The Minister of Research and Informa
tion : The only Federal research activity 
actually being conducted in the Southern 
Cameroons at present is an investigation by 
the Federal Fisheries Service into the habits 
and mo vement of the bonga, a fish of economic 
importance; this investigation is being 

conducted by the research ,·e:;sel Explorer, 
now based at Victoria. 

Howc1·cr, it will be appreciated that the 
value of the experiments and investigations 
carried out by the four Departments- for·-+--
which my i.\ Iinistry i:; rcsponoible is by no 
means restricted to the area in which the 
experiments arc conducted. The Depart-
ments in quc:;tion are the Agricultural and 
Forest Research Departments in Ibadan, the 
Veterinary Research· Department at Vom, and 
the Federal Fisheries Service in Lagos. As 
a matter of com·t:nicnce, much of their work 
is naturally carried out at, or nt:ar, their 
respective -headquarters, but the Southern 
Cameroons shares, with the Regions of the 
Federation, the beneficial results of these 
investigations and the Go,·ernme nt of the 
Southern Cameroons is represented not only 
on the Council of Xatural Resources , but 
also on the T echnical Committees of the 
Council, whose function it is to co nsider and 
co-ordinate the programmes of the Resectrch 
Departments. 
Question-

0.206. Mr F. N. E. Ngale asked the Minis
ter of Research and Information :-

If he will give grants to the Research Depart
men t of the Cameroons De1·elopmcnt Corpora 
tion in order to extend its actil·ities. 
Ans·ll.:er-

The Minister of Research and Informa
tion : :\'o, Sir. I do not propose to recom
mend that the Federal Government should 
give grants to such quasi-Government bodies 
as the Cameroons Development Corporation 
for the purpose of extending their Research 
Departments. 

However, the hon. Member will appreciate 
that the research programmes of the Federal 
Research Departments are co-ordinated by the 
Council of Natural Resources and its Technical 
Committees, on all of which the Southern 
Cameroons are represented ; and that the 
Southern Cameroons, as well as the Regions of 
the Federation, benefit from the experiments 
and investigations conducted within those pro
grammt:s. 

(592) 

House of Representatives Debates 

11 37 [Oral Am1cus 21 i\L\RCH ! 957 to Questions ] 1138 

HOUSE OF REPRESE:\T.-\TIVES 
XIGERI:\ 

Thursday, 21st iHarclz, 1957 

1'/ze lifJuse met at 10 a.m. 

PRAYERS .. 
(:\Ir Speaker in the Chair) 

. QUESTIONS AND OR4.L ANSWERS 

Question-
*0.207. M. Usmanu Maitambari (Central 

Gwandu) asked the Minister of Land, Mines 
and Power:-

If he will consid~r providing electric ity in 
Birnin Kebbi ? 

Anstcer-
The Parlia mentary Secretary to the 

Ministry of Land, Mines and Power (:\Ir 
Ibrahim S. L'sman): Yes, Sir, in due course but 
at present if Birnin Kebbi were pro1·ided with 
electricity the undertaking would not be 
economically viable. 

Question-
0.208. M. Usmanu Maitambari (Central 

Gwandu) asked the Minister of Land, P. Iines 
and Power:-

If he will state how many towns in the 
Northern, Eastern and ·western Regions res
pectively were provided with electricity in 1956. 
Ansu·er-

The Parliamentary Secret~ to the 
Ministry of Land, Mines and Fower: No 
new supply was afforded to any town in the 
Northern, Eastern and vVestern Regions during 
1956. 

Question-
0.220. Chief E. 0. Omo1odun (Oyo South) 

asked the Minister of Land, Mines and Power:-

If he will consider a geological survey of Oyo 
Division in view of a possible discovery of 
minerals in the Division. 
Answer-

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Land, Mines and Power : I am 
informed that geological mapping of the Oyo 
half degree sheet No. 24-1 has been started. 
Question-

*0.221. Chief E. 0. Omolodun asked the 
Minister of Land, Mines and Power :-

If he will take steps to supply electricity to 
Oyo Division in view of the progress being made 
in the development of the area. 
An.m:er-

... . 
The Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Ministry of Land, Mines and Power : Yes, 
Sir. The possibility of supplying Oyo, Iwo 
and Ogbomosho with electricity is under 
im·estigation. 
Question-

0 .222. Mr G. 0. Ebea asked the ;\Iinister of 
Land, Mines and Power :-

If he is aware of the disco1·ery of coal deposits 
at Ewohimi, ! shan D i1·ision ; and what steps 
he proposes to take to investigate the extent 
and quality of the deposits. 
AnHcer-

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Land, Mines and Power : ::-<o, 
Sir. I am not aware of the existe nce of anv 
coal deposits at Ewohimi, Ishan Divis ion. • 

Supplementary to 0 .222-
l'vir G. 0. Ebea : \\'ill.the hon. Minister 

accept this as a notification of the availability of 
coal in Ewohimi ? 
Questif'Jn-

0.249. Mr J. 0. Igwe asked the Minister of 
Land, i\Iines and Power :-

If he is aware of the inadequate and irregular 
supply of electricity in .\bakaliki ; and what 
steps are being taken to remedy the situation ? 

Anstver-
The Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Ministry of Land, Mines and Power : Yes, 
Sir. The inadequate supply was due to the 
fact that one of the two generating sets broke 
down and while it was under repair it was only 
possible to supply electricity on alternate 
evenings. However I am assured that the 
supply is again back to normal. 

To avoid a similar occurrence in the future 
the provision of a further generating set is under 
consideration. 
Supplementary to 0.249-

Mr J. 0. Igwe : Will the Minister consider 
taking one of the stand-by engines at Enugu to 
Abakaliki? 
Question-

*0.119. Mr L. L. Lakunle asked the i'viinis
ter of Social Services :-
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~f he wi ll state how many tcachers arc being 
tramcd annudly in the Federal Territory of 
L agos ; and what is being dune to increase the 
number? 

Answer-
Ill' 

. The Minister of Social Services (Hon. 
AJ~ Nwachuku) : . 133 T eachers are being 
t ; amed now and thts figure "·ill ri se to appro:-.; i
mately 165 next year when the new Go,·ern
ment T eachers ' T raining College is opened at 
Suru-Le:e. ~<\ Muslim T eachers' Training 
College ts bemg planned and construction of 
the buildings is expected to begin later this 
year. 

Question-

*0.180. Mr L. L. Lakunle asked the 
Minister of Social Services :-

When Faculty of Law will be established in 
the Unive rsity College, Ibadan. 

Answer-

The Minister of Social Services : 

. (a) The establishment of a Faculty of L aw 
ts a matter for the l!ni,·ersitv Colleo-e 
Authorities to decide after they ·ha,·e co~
sidcred the report of the recent \" isitation. 

(b) Meanwhile the Minister has been 
informc:J that the new Departmcm of 
Eco nomics and Social Stud ies hopes to start 
courses in Law next year. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

T HE APPROPRIATION (1957-~ BILL 

(SIXTH ALLOTTED D.w) 

(House in Committee) 

(Progress: HEAD 67.-MINISTRY OF WORKS) 

Amendment again proposed to reduce the Head 
by £10-(1\llr A kande). 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun West) : I rise 
to support this Amendment, not because I feel 
that the Minister requires to be reduced in 
status but because I feel that there are some 
aspects of the work of the Ministry which 
require bei~g looked clo~ely into. One aspect 
of It, to whtch I would mvite the attention of 
the Ministry, is contract labour by the Public 
Works D epartment. 

I n the first place, it is incurably slow. If the 
P.W.D. handles any job directly, they are 
always r:~c ing, not :~gainst time to complete it, 
but agains t an eternity. There is no urge to 
get the work completed ; in fact the longer the 

bette r. I have known a case in which about 10 
Public \ Vorks Cawenters took more than one 
wcck to haog t•r a door. (Laughter). It 
sounds almost incredible but it is abso lutely 
true and I wonder whethe r it is economic for us 
to continue to charge the Public Works D epart
ment with doing jobs directly themselves. 

In th<: first place, as I sa id, thei r work is too 
s low. In the second place, they are making 
t he cost of labour too high and excess ive. 
Although the work is slow too many people 
who spend too long a time to get the job done 
are among the worke rs ,,·ho have caused the 
most agitation for increase of pay ; less ,,·o rk 
more pay all the time. They a re making thino-s 
diffi cult for ordinary contractors, they are keep
ing the cost of bui lding very high. For this 
reason I feel that we must g ive seco nd thoughts 
to the idea of doing the job by direct labour. 

The to p point in support of this aro-ument 
aga inst direct labour is that by d irect lab~ur the 
Public 'Norks D epartment is enterin" into an 
unfair competition with .Pri,·ate co~tractors . 
T o them it does not matter how much they 
spend to get a job finished, if e,·en they exhaust 
the Vote for that particular job, they are in a 
privileged position to ask for more money, but 
the pnvate contractor cannot go unduly beyond 
the contract price, and by allowing this direct 
labour ,,.e are giving the Public Works D epart
ment the opportunity of entering into a fi eld of 
unfair competition w ith the contractors. 

The other point to which I would like to 
invite the attention of the Ministry is in con
nection with the award of contracts. I am sure 
those who are interested in contract work have 
circulated certain information to many of the 
Members of this hon. H ouse. I understand 
that the allegations contained in this circular 
have bee n brought to the notice of the Ministry 
and I do hope that the Minister will allay our 
fears b Y: giving us a satis factory explanation on 
the pomt. I would like the Minister in 
particular to answer this specifically. 

. I ~ave tho.ug.ht that our policy of N igerianisa
twn ts not ltmtted to the persons of those who 
d~ th~ job ; I have thought that we wanted to 
N tge n amse the carrying out of our contracts. 
We have not done that. If I can give one 
example :- You have what they call " C.H.2" 
type buildings , at the moment, a common 
contract which has been gi,·en out will show 
the policy w hich the Ministry pursues in our 
wording of contracts. I think it is an indefen-

(59-+) 
I 
l 

House of Repr~sentatives Debates 

11 +1 [Til• : l ppr.;priatin~~ (1957-58) Bill] 21 :\L\RCH 1957 [Committee ] 11+2 

sib lc poli cy. I do not lay this at the door of the foreign contmctors, making it easy for them to 
:\[ iniste r, other people get the job distributed make money, whi le at the same time we an: 
or the contract di st ributed , but I would in,·ite making it diffi cultfor our O\\·n peop~e. 
the attention of the :\Iin ister pe rsonally to S<.:e Chief T . T. Solaru ( ljcbu East): Self-
to it that whoe,·er may be responsibk for our g<m::rnmc:nt fo r fore ig ners ! 
,mrd ing o f contracts , are carrying out the policy 
of this hon. H ouse . At the momen t, they are not Chief Akintola : I think it is a policy whi ch 
.;arrying out our policy; they are carrying out is suicidal and the soo ner we put an enJ to it 

h I · l thr. better. :\ s I sa id. the award of contracts thcir own indi,· idu al poli c, · \\. ic 1 ts so muc 1 • 
more detes table: . ma\· not be the direct rcsponsibility of the 

They awarded twenty-o ne contracts, that is 
a contract to build n,·enty-one ::\o. T . SZ Type 
of buildings . T o ,,·hom ? T o Cappa a nd 
D' .\lberto . That is for the current year. The\· 
are tO bui ld twen tY-one houses anJ the COSt of 
these houses is ·in the neighbourhood o f 
£300,000 for Cappa and D' Alberto alone ! :\lso, 
you know that thc Cappa and D'Albe rto ha ,·e got 
their cousins here-Dvss and Trocca. Th<tt 
sounds like an Italian ' name too . They are 
cousins of Cappa and D' Alberto. They too hm·e 
nine of those houses, making a total of thirty
two to Italian firms . 

:\ow. ho,,· mam· do we ha,·e fo r ::\ige rians ' 
Two to S. B. Bakare, one to G .. -\kin Taylor and 
one to J .. \. Oni and Sons. making four. Four 
to the indigenous contractors as against thirty
two to I talian firms ! ::\o,,·, if they are types 
of bui ldings which our o,,.n contractors cannot 
handle, I ha\·e no objection, they may be handed 
over to other people. But this is absolute! y 
indefensible. 

\Ye ll , that is one point to which I would 
like to invite the attention of the i\Iinistry. 
But it does not e\·en end there. ~'Jw, accord
ing to the information which we gathered from 
those who ought to know, there are 177 
1\igerian contractors registered by the P . \\' .D . 
Obviously, they must have satisfied conditions 
laid down by the Department before they were 
registered. During the current year, the 
total contracts handed over to all these I 77 
people in their own rank totalled £1 20,000. 
As against 177 Nigerian contractors, we ha,·e 
27 expatriate contractors. Out of these 27 
expatriate contractors, one only of them 
received a contract during the current year 
totalling not less than £2 million . £2 million 
to one foreign firm as against £1 20,000 to all the 
:"-i igerian contractors put together. 

This is an indefensible policy and I would 
like the Ministry to look closdy into this 
matte r. 'vVe cannot keep on pampering these 

:\Iinister. I am not suggest ing that but I 
think he ought to look mo re carefully into what 
is happening down belo,,·. .\ lot o f things 
are happening which the :\linister must pay 
special attention to. 

::\o,,· , how do they e,·cn treat the::><: expatriat<: 
contractors ? E,·en after the contracts are 
U\\·arded, the expatriate: contrac tors are treated 
much better than the indigenous co ntractors. 
There i:; , for example. ;l clau:>e in the contract 
agreement which is known as the "Variation 
Order". That is, if the con tract is " X" pound:> 
it does not ,·an· unles:> ,·ou insert in the agree
ment ,,·hat is ·kno,,·n ;t5 ,·,triat ion clause : t hat 
is . if the cont ractor C<tn pro,·e that the cost of 
labou r hH ri:>cn or the cost of materials h:~s 
ri:>c:n . the contrac t price ,,·ill b<.: altered and an 
increase may be gi,·en. These ,·a riation 
clause:; are ah\·a,·:; inserted in the contract:> 
gi,·c:n to the exp<ttriate .:ontractors ... \\.ith the 
.\ frican contra.:tors, oh !, the condmo n t:> hke 
the laws of the i\kdes and the Pers ians ; it 
doesn' t alter. 

I see that the Minister is bu:;y consulting . 
I know it :;!web him . It shocks hi m. I mean. 
as a fair-minded person, it ought to shock 
am·bodv and I think the :;ooner that it is looked 
into the bette r. 

I will give you an example-the contrac.t to 
,,·hich I referred, these twenty-one butldmgs 
which were handed over to Cappa and Alberto. 
Although on the price stipulated originally the 
contracts were awarded to them, a few weeks 
ago they made a case ~n the strength of the 
variation clause and an mcrease was appro,·ed 
to the tune of £20,000. That is £20,000 
above the originally agreed figure in the agree
ment, because they could prove that something 
had happened. 

Chief T. T. Solaru (Ijebu East) : GO\·ern
ment by brigandage ! 

Chie f Akintola : As a result of the insertio n 
of this variation clause, the expatriate contrac
tors are able to bowl out a lot of the indigenou:; 
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contractors. If it will pay an indigenous 
contractor to St ipulate £X as the price of the 
contract, he knows that he will make it £X to 
pay him and tf he makes it less he will lose. 
Therefore, he st ipulates £X. He knows he 
cannot d~~r~asc it. But a foreign contractor 
can say- \v eil, I can accept £X-IO." \Veil 
£X-!O and £X, it doesn't require the know~ 
!edge of Algebra for one to know that £X- I 0 
ts lower than £X. So, £X-IO will be given 
the contract. 

of theol? bridges along Trunk A roads. I think 
the i\Imtstcr deserves the con"'ratulations of the 
House for embarking upon th~t bold policy. 

Chief T. T. S~laru_ (Ijehti. East) : May .. his -
beard grow longer. 

Chief Akintola : For the economic develop
me~t of tht> country, the type of improvement 
wh tch ts gotng on now is absolutely necessary. 
B~t ~ '':onder whether we are not makin,g a 
mtsta.;.e m that respect. I notice that as a rule 
the bndges are more or less of the same width 
as t~e old ones were, and I think wherever it is 
poss1ble the width of these bridges should be 
tncreased ~o that they can take two vehicles at 
the same t1me. 

But it doesn't end there. The foreign 
contractor has got the contract awarded to him 
but . wha~ happens afterwards ? By clever 
mampulattoP, you have £X-10+2 + 3+ y +Z 
and .later on the actual price to be paid to that 
foretgn contractor may be £X+5 but that will 
be done after the indigenous contr~ctor has been 
bowled out. \Veil, this is a device which we 
mu.st .Put an end to. If it is necessary to put 
vanatwn clause m a contract, let it be of a 
general nature. And I would like this hon 
!-!?use to impress it upon the Ministry that if~ 
~tger~an .contractor can do a piece of job and 
h.1s pnce 1s reasonable, he should under normal 

__ circumstances be preferred to any foreign 
contractor. (Hear, hear). 

I would appea~ to the hon. Minister to keep 
an ~ye on o':e Important point-that is the 
max1mum we1ght that these bridges, and our 
roads for that matter, can take. I don't know 
what the present figure is, but until the bridges 
are strengthened the present structure will 
a~ec~ our ro~d transport economy. I think 
th1s IS a subJect that was raised by an hon. 
Member who knew quite a lot about the matter 
some two years ago. He said then that th~ 
structure of _our bridges was not adequate to 
carry t.raffic m any great quantity, and that it 
would 1n turn affect oar road tran~port economy 
adversely. As a rule. only lorries of up to five 
t~i~is ca~ ~ly on ou~ htghways and hridges, they 
W.l. no, ,:~ke lornes of up to say, 10 tons, 
15. tons, or even 20 tons. Until our roads and 
bn?ges are reconstructed to carry these heavier 
we1ghts and tonnages, the economy of our road 
tr~~port '.viii be wasted. I hope the hon. 
Mm1ster will allay our fears in this respect. 

The ot~er point I would invite the attention 
of the Mt~tstry to is the fact that the Depart
ment Itself IS ove r-staffed .. In that Department, 
you have about twenty-stx Architects. \Vhat 
do these Arc~itccts do. They don't do the 
work. of 1rch!tects. After all, you know, the 
P~b.hc v\ orks Department is anything but 
ongmal. They. a_re glonfied copyists. You 
have Type I buddmg, T ype 2, Type 3, Type C 
and so ?n. All are ?ifferent stereotypes done 
by, I thmk, the Architect who preceded J;'ather 
Adam. · · . (Laughter) . .. . He did it and "'all his 
successors a.re doing nothing more but copying 
the same thmg. 

The Chairman : Am I wrong in thinking 
th.at the subJect ,,f these Architects is really dealt 
With under Head 68 to which there is an 
ameJ?-dment by a Colleague of Chief Akintola ? 
I thmk we had better reserve that until the 
amendment comes up. 

Chief Akintola : All right, Sir, I will come 
back to that later. I shall allow the sleeping 
dogs. to .lie, not to die, and they may keep on 
snormg m the meantime until we come back to 
that. (Laughter). 

No~v, the other point I would invite the 
attentwn of the Minister to is the reconstruction 

Finally the Minister mentioned that the 
Trun~ A Roads would be extended by some 
90 m1~es. Well, I have no objection to this 
extenswn, but I think it is disgraceful that 
anyone travelling on these roads sav from the 
Lago~ Terminus to the last terminus on the 
outskirts of the Sahara, ~omes across portions 
of untarred roads. The t1me has come for us to 
ha~e a firs~-class road right through for the use 
of mternatlonal travellers as well as the indige
nous people of this country. 

We ~ope the hon. Minister would try and 
e~ter ~nto some agreement with the hon. 
Fmanc1al Secretary, whereby he will get enough 
to. carry out his project. If necessary that he 
will persuade the Financial Secretary with 
sweet words and force something out of him
by hook or by crook. 
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I appeal to the hon. i\Iinister to prevail upon 
the hon. Financial Secretary that whenever the 
hon. i\Iinister speaks to him about money for 
his roads, he will listen attentively and make 
the money available for the improvement of our 
Trunk Roads. After all he is speaking not 
only for 1~"1self, but for all sides of this 
honourable House, and I am sure that the hon. 
Financial Secretary would not act contrary 
to the known wishes of this honourable Houst:. 

The Minister of Works (Aihaji the hon. 
Muhammadu Inuwa \Vada) : l\Ir Chairman, 
Sir, I think it is appropriate for me to get up 
at this moment, although some hon. Members 
may think it is too early. I want the hon. 
Members to remember that I did not have an 
opportunity to address the House on the speech 
from the Throne, so I think if I deliver a short 
speech on the activities of the Department 
within my portfolio it may stop some of the 
questions and criticisms coming. (Applause). 

The Committee will wish me to give some 
account of my stewardship at the Ministry of 
Works and of the substantial activities of the 
Federal Public Works Department during this 
financial year. 

We are now at the end of the second year of 
our Five Year Economic Programme and it is 
against this background that I. should like. to 
paint in the details of a.ccompltshment. durmg 
this year. Members Will realise th.at ~t t~kes 
some time to get a programme of th1s s1ze mto 
top gear and full productive effort. ln~vitably 
much time mu•t be spent on the prehmmary 
planning side or the operation, the carrying out 
of surveys and the work which forms part of the 
preparation of specifications for contracts. 
There have been, as the House knows, grave 
difficulties due to shortages of staff. I will 
refer to this matter again later on. In spite of 
these difficulties I am glad to tell the House that 
this year has been one of solid achievement and 
that the tempo of activity is showing a satisfac
tory rise. (Applause). 

I would like the House to bear with me if I 
relate now some of the details of work carried 
out in the last twelve months. On the Public 
Works Extraordinary side, buildings to a value 
of £2,283,000 have been completed, compared 
with a figure of £1,236,000 last year. £2,500,000 
worth of buildings are at present under cons
truction, while another £4,250,000 are on the 
drawing board. (Some hon. Jl!lembers : Who 
built them ?) 

Among notable buildings completed is the 
Air T erminal at Kano, costing£ +50,000, which 
is short ly to be opened by I-Ii~ Excellency the 

.. Governor-General. This building, as Mem
'bers who have seen it will agree, is a remarkable 

piece of architecture and engineering and one 
which will make a worthy gateway on the 
international air route in t > and through 
:\igeria. Also there is the V.H.F. building at 
Enugu costing £40,000. Thi> is the first of a 
series of such buildings which hrm an import
ant part of the telecommunications buildi ng 
programme. Another building I would like 
to mention is the University College Teachtng 
Hospital at Ibadan which is now well on the 
way to completion. This is the largest single 
building ever constructed in Nigeria and 
probably in the whole of West Africa. The 
hospital is being built to standards which will 
bear comparison with those of any hospi tal 
in the world. It is a combined effort of the 
doctors, the architects and the engineers in 
which we Nigerians can justly take a pride. 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun West) : Who 
were th; contractors ? 

The Minister of Works : I shall come to 
that point later. 

I would like now to give a brief resume of 
present activity on the highways and bridges 
on the Federal Trunk Road Svstem. Solid 
progress has been made here too. In bare 
figures this year's output include 85 miles of 
new roac! constructed, 200 miles tarred and 
reconstructed and some 32 new bridges. The 
value of the work put out to contract runs at 
a figure around £3! million. 

As Members who have recently used it know, 
work on the bridges on Trunk Ro::d A. I 
between Tegina and Mando and Lagos and 
Ibadan is proceeding rapidly. Members from 
the Abeokuta area will have noticed the acitivity 
at the site of the new Lafenwa Bridge. As I 
mentioned in answer to a question on Tuesday, 
the contract for the new Kubanni Bridge is 
almost ready and tenders will be invited at the 
end of this month. Further north two major 
bridges over the Challowa and Kogin-Kano 
Rivers are making good progress in spite of 
considerable difficulties with the foundations. 
On the lVIaiduguri-Fort Lamy road the bridge 
at Gambarou is being replaced at an estimated 
cost of £50,000. Work has c mtinued activelv 
on the Taraba River Bridge where great diffi
culties have been experienced owing to the 
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short period of loll' water when work on the 
foundations is possible. 

In the Ea~tcrn Region t11·o new double 
carriage11·ay bridges have been completed on 
the Enugu-Onitslur road and two more on the 
Onitsha-Owerri road. (Loud applause.) 
. In the Southt_, Cameroons the 11·ork of 
replacing the old timber bridges between 
:'lfamfe and Bamcnda is proceeding rapidly. 

On Trunk Road A. l, in addition to the task 
of replac ing the defective bridges, work is in 
hand for the laying of a bituminous surface 
het11·een !Ior in and Jebba. .-\ tirm of consult
ing engineers. M essrs. On: Arup, have carried 
out the surn:y and preparation of the contrJct 
documents for the tarring from Jebba to 
:'llok11·a, and the contract has been let. The 
survey is no11· continuing towards Kontago ra. 

. -\s regards Trunk Road A. 3, 11·c ha1-c let the 
contract fo r 11·idcning the Port Harcourt to .-\ba 
sect ion from 12 to 22 feet of tarred surface. 
Te nders for tarring the first 56 miles of the 
.\ha-Oji River section are due in th e middle of 
.·\pril. I expec t tenders for the remainder 
J f this section will be invited earlv in :\laY. 
:\lessrs Tra\·e rs :\-!organ, consulting. enginee(s, 
1re at present engaged in preparing contract 
iocuments for the reconstruction and tarrina 
'rom 9 mile Corner to Aliade. There ar~ 
:ertain particularly bad spots between i\Iakurdi 
.nd Jos which 11·ill require attention. I am 
waiting estim.ates of the cost of these repairs 
r htch are bemg prepared in the !\orthern 
tegion. I expect the tarring of the 10 miles 
orth of :\ Llkurdi tw.r ards Lafia to begin 
hortly. On the Bauchi-Kari section of Trunk 
:oad A. 3, 10 miles of tarring and reconstruc
on had been completed by January and a 
1rther 24 miles are in hand. 

Trunk Road A. 4. The fi1·e miles from 
.umba northward towards Mbanda have been 
rred and work is in hand for a further 12 
iles from :VIbanda towa rds !Hamfe. The 
mainder of this section of the road is being 
rveyed for reconstruction and tarring bv 
ntract. Similarly, work is proceeding fo'r 
~ construction of a road between Serti and 
ntari and between Uba and Barna in the 
lrthern Cameroons. I understand that the 
td from Cba as far as Michika is almost 
nplete. 

frunk Road A. 11 . A firm of consultants 
: been requested to survey and prepare 
:umcnts for tarring this road between 

.-\bakaliki and Yahe. From the Cro~s River 
Bridge to :\Iamfe tarrin cr and reconstruction is 
being carried out by direct labour and beina 
paicl...for from the United States International 
Co-qrc ration .-\dminist ration funds. The 12 
miles bet11·ce n Mamfc and .-\kagbc ha1·e been 
completed . 

Trunk Road A.l 2: Estimates ha1·c been 
called for in preparation for bridge reconstruc
tion between Bamenda and Sai1ta. 

Trunk Road A.lJ: The tan·in a from !Iorin 
to Ajasse is expected to start in th~ near future 
while 11·o rk is in hand for the reconstruction of 
:\•Iopa and Effo bridges. I hope that the 
g rea ter efforts at mai ntenance \l"ill result in 
considerable improvement to the su rface of this 
road. 

Trunk Road A.!+.' Yola-Takum. 20 mil es 
o f new road 11·ork 11·ere completed south of the 
Taraba Bridge during the year, bringing the 
to tal completed mileage to 220. 

Trunk Road .-\ .15 : Sokoto-Yelwa-Konta<>o ra 
.-\ Federal Engineer and Inspector of \York~ 
have been posted to this road to carry ou : such 
Impro\·ements 'to the drainage and surface as 
can be managed within the limited available 
funds . 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (Osbun \\"est): This is 
an annua~ report; what are you doing about 
contracts r 

The Minister of Works: Trunk Road A. l6: 
Kaduna-J os . I propose that a start be made to 
tar a 30-mile section of this road when the 
team at present engaged in resealing the Bukuru
.\ssob road has completed this task. 

Trunk Road A.17: Gombe-Numan. The 
Gombe-Kumo section is now under construc
tion following a new line which will eliminate 
all bridges. I expect 8 miles will have been 
completed by the end of this month. 

Trunk Road A.19: Preparatory work for 
the tarring of the Zaria-Funtua section is in 
hand. A survey is also being carried out to 
re-align some 20 miles of road between Funtua 
and Gusau. The contract for the replacement 
of all bridges between Gusau and Sokoto 
costing £250,000 has been let. I am informed: 
however, that work is likely to be held up 
owing to the world-wide shortage of steel. 

Trunk Road A.20: Katsina-Jibiya. The 
ta rring of this road was compl eted during the 
year. 
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I Trunk Ro;1d A.21 : ~(ano-:\Iaidugur i. This the improYemcnt and expans ion of the runways 
· road from 1-\.ano to !\Ide 82 now has a tarred so that larger aircra ft can be accommodated 

surface which is being extended to11·arcl:> Kari. in all weathers. A new runway has been 
Between Kari and :\Iaiduguri 100 miles of designed- for Kaduna airport to take all types 
tarred surface ha1·e been !aiZI, lea,· ing a further of aircraft in usc in \Vest Africa including the 
+S miles to complete the job. On the :\[a idu- Stratocrui:;er which weighs about seventy tons. 
gur i-Bama sect ion, !\Iessrs Scott, \\"il son, The run11·ay at Port Harcou rt aerodrome is 
Kirkpatrick and Partners, consultin~ e:-tgincers, being scaled with bitumen . Consulting 
are now engaged in prepa ring cont rac t docu- engineer:> have made a preliminary survey for 
ments for the construction of a 22 · feet tarred a nc11· ae rodrome at Onitsha . 
road and the replacement of a timber br idge I hope I have not bo red the H ouse with 
o1·er the Alo River ncar :\Iaicluguri. this rec ital of the D epartment's accomp\i:;h-

Trunk Road A.22: Takum-Bissaula- Kamine. ments during the year. It is a good record 
Work is proceeding from th e eastern end by and one of \l·hich the D epartment can be 
direct labour and so far 8 miles ha·:e b~en justly proud . And he re I would like to pay 
completed . a tribute to the Regional i\Iinistries and the 

D epartments working under them. The co
operation we have had from them has been 
truly magnificent . 

I turn now to the work be ing carried out in 
the Lagos area. First , a new t::t:m inous 
carpet was recently laid o1·er Denton CausC\\·ay 
from Iddo station to the :\lainla:1d Hotel. 
Second , I ddo 0\·erbridge : this co:lt ~act 1\·as 
let b st year and work is progre:>sin:; >a ti sfac
torily. This is the fi rs t majo r brd;~ to be 
constructed in this country using pre -stre:»ed 
concrete methods. The completion date is 
Feb ruary next year. :\ex t, Ebute-:\lctta Cause
way : good progress is being made on this 
project which is now ahead of its planned 
scheduled. Western A\·enu e : this project has 
been placed in the hands of i\les>rs Scott, 
Wilson, Kirkpatrick and Partners, \l·ho expect 
to be ready to invite tenders in the near future. 

:\!embers representing the L agos Jrea will 
be glad to hear that the joint effort of the 
Railway Corporation and the P.W.D. to pro
Yide drains for flood-water in Clifford Street 
should be completeu before next rains. 

Lagos Water Supply. A million gallon 
elevated steel tank is now being erected near 
Apapa. A second tank of the same type will 
be put up this year in the Onikan area. These 
two balancing tanks will help to keep up 
water pressure in this city during peak periods. 
New high lift pumps and pipes to duplicate 
the rising main from the Water \\'orks to 
Shaga Reservoir are on order. 

The Federal Public Works D epartment is 
maintaining twenty-seven aerodromes. eighteen 
of which are in regular use. Major impro\·e
ments to several ae rodromes are under prepara
tion. Benin, Enugu and Jos will soon ha\·e 
new terminal buildings ; the one at Benin is 
already under construction. Surveys are being 
carried out at Enugu, Benin and Oshogbo for 

A word about the staff position. A year ago 
the staff position was \·ery grave. To-day 
it is still serious, though better than it was. 
T he 1':1C3ncies among senior engineering staff 
were last year running at about 33k pe r cent. 
1\ow the figure is rather less. i.\Ioreover, we 
hm·e reso rted to the device of using the services 
of firms of consu lting engineers to carry out 
work which would normally form part of the 
fun ctions of the Federal Public \Vorks Depart
ment. The use of consultants in this \I"JV 
is expensive, but I have come to the fir~ 
conclusion that the only alternative, of leaving 
the 11·o rk 1111done and so holding up the 
Programme, is not to be countenanced. The 
additional cost of using consultants in this 
way will be recouped from the general econo
mic benefi t to the country deriving from the 
earlier completion of the roads and buildings. 

Reverting to the staff position, the House 
will be gbd to know that in the senior grades 
of the Department Nigerianisation is pro
ceeding at an encouraging pace. In fact, the 
Federal Public Works Department must be 
one of the leaders in this respect. On the senior 
permanent staff we have fifty Nigerians 
compared with ninety-eight expatriates. In 
the administrative, engineering and planning 
offices there are ten Nigerian Executive 
Engineers, one architect, one electrical engineer, 
one mechanical engineer and one executive 
officer. There are a further six Nigerians 
in senior posts in the accounts section and 
three in the stores. It has not been my 
policy to encourage Nigerians to take posts 
on the temporary staff for obvious reasons. 
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Consequently this latter group are almost to build up the quality. If we were to con
entirely made up of expatriates . As rega rds ccntrate on first class super highways in a 
vacancies, there are eighty-four pensionable few selected spots, many roads would break 
posts and forty-seven temporary posts. E\·c ry down completely and have to be closed. The __ _ __ _ _ 
effort will be made to fill these posts dur ing economic ·conse-quences· of this- need no 
the coming year. underlining. So I ask Members to be tolerant 

Xow that the Federal Public \\'arks Depart- when they drive over roads which are not as 
ment Programme is gaining momentum, one good as we would like them to be and when in 
of the matters which has been engaging my answer to their requests I say I am unable 
close attention is the efficiency of the in ternal to tar a particular sectio.n of road through lack 
organisation of the Department. I am only of funds. These things cannot all be done at 
too conscious of the scarcity of funds at our once. \Ve must cut our coat according to our 
disposal and I am determined that every penny cloth and contain our impatience until the 
allocated to us shall be well spent. \Vith the time when a thriving economy can provide 
agreement of my Colleagues on the Counci l of the funds to build the super highways we all so 
:VIinisters I have brought to this country !\Ir strongly desire. 
!\!. E. Adams, the Chief Civil Engineer to the Mr Chairman, Sir, I have now finished what 
l'ni ted Kingdom Board of Admiralty, to the Leader of the Opposition has called my 
examine the Federal Department and to annual report. I now turn to say just a few 
advise me on such improvements to its organisa- words in reply to his argument on the award of 
tion as he considers necessary. I consider contracts. Contracts are divided into different 
that we were very lucky to obtain an expert of categories starting from category 'A' to category 
the calibre of Mr Adams-! understand we 'G'. Category 'A' is £500 to £3,000 and then 
owe his appointment to the personal efforts it goes up to catego ry 'G' which is over 
on our behalf of Sir John Macpherson to £100,000. We have now registered with the 
whom go our thanks (applause)-and I look Federal Government 182 African contractors 
forward with keen anticipation to recei\·ing and 25 expatriate contractors. Of the 182 
his recommendations next l\Iay. It should African contractors 100 are all registered in 
then be possible to begin a series of adminis- category 'A'. The trouble is the Federal 
trative reforms which will streamline the Public Works Department happens not to get 
efficiency of our organisation and bring it up much work in category 'A'. In fact, through
to date to meet the pressing requirements of out the whole of last year there were only two 
this day and age. contracts in category A : most of the contracts 

l\Ir Chairman, Sir, I look forward to the are, or have been, in the bigger categories. 
completion of the \Vorks side of the Economic Now, Sir, I want to give some rather 
Programme with sober confidence. At the interesting figures. In 1954-55 twelve 
end of this second year things are now begin- contracts were let to African contractors, to a 
ning to hum. I e~ryect to reach our peak value of £116,800; in 1955-56 eleven contracts 
output in 1957-58. From my present stand- were awarded to African contractors, to a 
point I forecast that shortage of funds will value of £138,600 and last year, Sir-the 
begin to make itself felt in 1958-59 and that year for which I claim some responsibility, 
by 1959-60 output will fall owing to the 1956-57-thirty-one contracts were awarded 
completion of projects and lack of finan ce to African contractors, to a value of £440,782, 
for new ones. more than three times the amount of money 

The Federal Road System still leaves much and the number of contracts awarded in the 
to be desired, but a good start will have been year 1954-55. 

made towards putting it right during this Mr Chairman, Sir, I want to assure hon. 
present Economic Programme. Our present Members that I am not saying I am satisfied 
funds are insufficient to carry out all the work with present policy. 
that is necessary and which we would like to do. 
M y policy is to spread our expenditure as ChiefS. L. Akinto1a (Oshun West): What 
widely as possible and to keep roads open are you doing about it ? 
wherever possible. As the economy of the The Minister of Works : We are now in 
country develops more money should become the Ministry trying to find ways of reorganiz
available for the roads. vVe will then be able ing. I am as much anxious as any hon. 
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k ture I am inclined to suggest that this Depart-Member here to see that Africans do get \:or - men't has got sufficient staff to carry out the 
Africans share in the development of thetr own works for which this Federal Government IS 
Country. (Hear, hear) . So, iVIr Chatrman, I · I d t d 

h responsible. But, to my surpns::, un ers an 
want hon. Members to rest a~red t at we_ are that Federal publtc but ldtngs m _rhe rural areas 
going to d_o all we can to see" th~t o~r .'\fncan are left to the Regional Publtc Works orgamza
brothers m the contract busmes~ \\- tll be tions, which concentrate first_ on the Regwnal 
getting more and more work. responsibility and for&et entirely the Federal 

But, Sir, I want hon. Members to re.al.ise building which were referred to them. 
one thing : do not forget I am a poltt~ctan To be direct, Sir, I beg to refer to my Question 
and, as a politician, I must defend my mte- Xo. O.l 22 at Page 1292 of the Offic ia~ Re~.ort , 
grity and my name. M y poltcy so far has Volume II, of 15th-29th _:.\larch, 19J? : \ Ir 
been to be as far away from contracts as J. u. Udom asked the :.\Itmster of \_\ ork~ :
possible : if you f·Jund me dabbling or meddltng \Vhether permanent poltce quarters tor \\ mch 
with the award of contracts, some Mem_bers orovision was made in the poltce bu t!~t~g 
would get up i.n th is Ho~se_and impute ~ottves. programme for t?e Eastern Reg ton m 1 ? J J_-_? ~ 
So, Sir, withm these ltmtts, I am domg my will now be butlt m the Fmanctal Year 19J6-J: . 
very bes t. (Applause ). A.I!SU'er-The Parliamentary Secretary w -.tne 

M. Yakubu Wanka, Wazirin Bl':ucui :.\Iinistry of Works (:.\I. Usuman Sark!, :,,~r 
(Ce~t ral Bauchi) : Mr Chairman, Sir, I nse to daunan Bida) : I can gtYe no undertakm~ tnat 
oppose the Amendment. the permanent police guarters requtred m t~e 

· Eastern Region for whtch funds were Yo:ed -~n Any person, Sir, that has been Iistemng to 1955-56 will be built during the year 19J6-J I , 

the Minister of Works wtll, no doubt, congratu- as the implementation of th_is work depends 
late the Minister for the services rendered b_ Y f h R 1 

fi 1 entirely on the ~xecuti \·e capacttyo t. e Csl?Il_? . his Department during the cu rrent ~ nancta Public 'Narks Organization. Dunng 19JJ ·J6 

year. there was provision _ for permanent poltce 
Mr Chairman, Sir, all those i\-Ie:nbers who quarters at Onitsha, ( muahta-Ibeku and Port 

came by road to Lagos wi~l agree Wtth n;e that Harcourt. Of these, the first is 60 per cent 
there is a good deal of tmprov~ment tn the complete the second is not started and the 
condition of roads this year. \\ e . ~0 not say third is d~e to start soon." 
that we are satisfied with the condmon of our :\ d 
roads but Sir, we must be reasonable and ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun West): • n so 
register o~r deep appreciation for what has what ? 
so far been achieved. Several bon. Members : He is going on. 

d. Listen! Mr Chairman, Sir, any person regar m_g a 
country of the size of the Northern Regwn, Mr Udom : Now, Sir, this is most un
and knowing the Trunk A roads that we have satisfactory, for that Police Department was 
to-day, would, no doubt, come to the conclu- built before I was born-(An hon. i'vlember : 
sian that more Trunk A roads should be ~~de When was that ?)-but to-day it is worse than an. 
in that Region. Sir, I would hke the extst~ng eyesore. Sir, I want to hear the Mmtster of 
roads to be tarred and also, Sir, I would hke \Yorks make a categorical statement. as to when 
to appeal to the Minist~r that he shoul.d this work will be done. Preferably It should be 
consider seriously the tarnng of the Baucht- left to the local government body, on ~ontract, 
Gombe Road. The Minister has ~een on that under the supervision of P.W.D. engmeers. 
road quite recently and has an tdea of the Another point, Sir, is the repair _of Uyo Oron 
condition of it. Bridge in Calabar Province. Thts bn?ge has 

I really appreci_at.e what has so far been been the cause of the loss of several hves for 
achieved by that lVImtster. years now. 

Ch · s· I understand that a few years ago about 35 Mr J. U. Udom (Abak): Mr . atrman, tr, lives were lost, and this was caused by the listening to this Debate, and havmg ~e~rd the d . £ 
Minister I have to congratulate the Mmtster of narrow bridge. It is not goo to watt or a 
Works f~r what has been achieved so_ far. Bu~, recurrence of a similar accident before any 
when I look through the Head of thts expendt- positive action is taken. 
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In conclusion Sir, I wish to appeal once more 

to the hon . :\finister of \\forks to consider 
the possibili ty of br idging the Rive r Xiger 
betwe_en On1 tsha and :\ saba . ... Those who 
ever crossed this Ri,·er especiallY' by \·ehicles, 
mil not argue the necessity for this important 
work. 

M. Has~an Yola (No rth Central Adamawa): 
In suppo rtmg the expend1ture under this Head 
and opposing the .Amendment, may I se ize the 
opportunity to contribute my quota of co ntri
buti? ns to the Minister of \Vorks for a good 
years work. Everybody who has tra\·e lled 
along all the Trunk A roads will sec and be an 
eye witness to the Minister's sat isfacto ry 
ans\\·er to the constructive criticisms of the 
hon. M embers. Bridges are being strengthened, 
the roads are bemg w1dened, danaerous corners 
are being straightened, and \~hat is mo re 
encouraging is that most of the work is being 
g1ven to contractors ,,·ho are sure to do the 
,,·ork quickly and econom ically. 

:'vfr Chairman Sir, I ha,·e tr;velled o\·er more 
than one thousa nd miles of Trunk :\ road and 
1 am quite sat isticd and com·inced that th~ 
work is going on to the bes t ability and en~rav 
of the Minister with the present strength of staff. 

When I was at Mambilla a short time a"'o 
I travelled along the road constructed bv the~e 
people fur five miles, and I was con,·inced 
that they had done a man·e llous work with 
no proper tools to usc. 

I therefore appeal to the Minister to ,·enture 
into the possibility of making a road frorn 
Gembu-2\lguroje-Maisamari on the plateau 
before co~struc~ing the road up to the plateau 
ttself~ wh1ch m1ght take a long time. When 
that 1s done tools can be taken from Bamenda 
to l\faisamari to help in the construction of the 
road up the plateau. 

When this road can be built from Gembu
.!'viaisamari and from Serti to Mayo Selbe at 
the foot of i\Iambilla Plateau the :.\Iinister 
will have gone a long way to solvina the oroblem 
bf such a rich and keen people, who I am quite 
sure, will contribute greatly to the economv 
of Nigeria. ' 

With these few remarks Sir, I beg to oppose 
the Amendment. 

Oba Aiyeola Afolu II, Ewusi of Makun 
(Ijebu Remo ): Mr Chairman . . . . (Interruption). 

Mr T. 0. S. Benson :The hon. Gentleman 
speaking is an Oba and it is contrarv to native 
law and custom for hon. M embers t~ sit down 
,,·hen an Oba is standing speaking. 

The Chairman : I am afraid I can not 
possibly allow that as a point of Order. 

The Minister Si ~, has travelled extensively 
to d1fferent parts ot the Federation, including 
the Southern Cameroons and he did that 
1lso by road, to see for himself the quali tv of 
:he: road; and ,,·ha t repairs are necessarv. ·He 
.\·ent to see Vba-Bama Road in Adama\;'a, but 
[ was nut very happy wi th the circumstances 
~a t did not make it possible for him to tra,·el 
!lung Yola-T akum Road and Dali -Jamtari
~erti Road, which are under active construe
iOn. 

Mr Chairman Sir, we the people of Yola 
.re much more serious about the Yola-Bamenda 
~oad, as it is the only road and way by which 
1Iambilla people can be rescued from isolation .' 
:he only transport for any development there 
; human tran.spo~t. N~ prog~ess or develop
lent of any kmd 1s poss1ble w1thout this road. 
ir the people of Mambilla are so keen about 
1e road and about their development that they 
ave constructed a road from Gembu their 
istrict headquarters to ·Ndu in Bamenda with 
>mmunal labour, where they have spent 4,000 
!ads of cattle to feed the people who are doing 
1e work. 

Oba Aiyeola Afolu II : Mr Cha i rm:~n 
I was a little embarrassed when the i\finiste; 
of Works s~id that he was not in the position 
to da~b~e mto the awarding of contracts in 
the Mm1stry of Works. I realise the delicate 
position in _which the Minister is placed, but 
there remams the fact that as Minister in 
charge of the Public Works Department he 
should be made aware of the need for a l~t of 
re-organisation in the award of contracts 
He is the man who directs the policy of th~ 
Department. 

During this dry season the people there 
1ve seen a car-a Landrover-for the first 
ne in their lives. 

Mr C?airman, take for instance the question 
of lumpmg contracts. This allows contractors 
who are registe r~d, I mean the foreign contrac
tors, wh_o are. regtstered under a higher category 
to be g1ven JObs to the exclusion of Africans 
in ~he categories in which they arc registered. 
BUI!dmgs costing between £500 and £3,000, 
say t\~enty ?f them may be lumped together 
and gtven m heap to a foreign contractor. 
I du not refer to these foreign contractors 
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in a derogatory manner, but I ,,·ish to point out Particularly speaking of bridges, I would 
that such a system of lum pi ng contr:Jcts to- like to refer to a ve ry nar row bridge between 
ae ther is to the ach antacre of fo1·ewn contr,tctors Shagamu and Ibadan. The bridge is number 
" "' " ' Th b 'd . h and lea\·es our people ,,·i th nothincr to do.. _,.\ ___ 62 /.> . e n ge ts a ,·ery _ ea,·y one-
littk re-organisation, :.\f r Chai rma n. i; nt cessary. co ncret_cd. I t must have cost a very large 

. . sum of money. But I am so rry to say that 
I understand that tn England there ts . a this bridge is very narrow, ~d it is very, 

system \\he reb:- a C~ntrac t Officer IS pu_t I I~ ,·ery dangerous, and the som1er the bndge 
charge o~ con_t racts . he ts not respo1b1bk is pulled down and a \ndn bndge put there, 
to a ch1ct _architec t. Bu t here Str, ':·hat do we the better. 
find ? \ \· e fin d the ch1ef archi tec t IS the man 
'' ho takes cont rol of e,·ervthi ''Z· He is the 
man who directs e,·e rything.and has the control 
of c1·erything, ,,·ith the result that our people 
hen: are being e~cluded from e<1joying the 
benefit of the Gm·ern ment. 

:.\lr Chairman , Sir . the :\[ini:>t..:r has rc.:fe rred 
to the award of con tracts, or rather to the 
amount of the a11·ard of contracts which was 
given to African cont ractors. I note tha t 
he has omitted to state the amoun t of contract 
,,·hich 11·as a11·arded to foreign contractors. 
I think that a system whereby a l:l rger per
centage of contracts ,,·ould b..: a'.1·arded to 
.-\ fr ican contracto rs shuukl b<: ,: ~ fin ed . I 
am suggesti ng Sir, tha t bct\l ee n 50% and 
70% of the contracts awarded in til ..: F~de:atwn 
of ?\'igeria should be awarded to Afn cans, 
aft er all S ir, " ·ho are the peopl.: 11·ho do the 
,,·ork ? I t is the .-\ fr icans. :-.-o matter to 
,,·hom the cont rac t is awa rded it is the .-\ frican 
,·ou fi nd on the roo f, or doinz the bui lding, 
or fitting the windO\\·s, it is t h~ .-\ fricans who 
are really doing the work. I t is only the su per
vision that is done by the foreigne rs. 

So, Sir, I think a question arises whereby 
we must ask the :\Iit1ister of Works to see that 
a proper Tender Board is established whereby 
Africans will be fully represented. The 
present Board, I understand, has no Afri~ans 
on it. Mr Chairman, Sir, when the Mmtster 
was rendering what I regard as an annual 
report of his Department I found that so 
many roads in the Korth and in the East have 
been tarred but very little was said about the 
roads in the \-\' estern Region . I particularly 
wish to refer to the roads ben,-een Ibadan and 
Ilesha. Anyone who has had occasion to drive 
along that road, especially in the rainy seaso~, 
will find that the road is very, very bad. Thts 
road i\Ir Chairman, needs improvement 
imm~diate ly , and I am hoping that wh~~ we 
come to this place another time, the Mmtster 
will be able to report the progress which has 
been achieved so far. 

I ,,·ish to thank the i\Iin is ter (I don't \rant to 
criticise him all th e:: time) for the bridge which 
is being widened at Shagamu, and the one 
which is beina widened in Lafenwa, and the 
one between °thc round -about at Ibadan- I 
think it is on the Oshun Ri ,·er. Work had 
begun on that bridge as far back as 1952, but I 
saw about a week ago, when I went to Ibadan, 
that a ne,,· bridge is being built upon it. 

I now come to the quest ion of widening the 
roads throughout our to,,·ns. Last year, Sir, f 
directed a question to the :\Iinister of Works. 
in respect of widening the Trunk A road 
throuah Shagamu. The people the re, S1r, ha,·c 
mand~ted me to appeal [') the :.\ Iiniste r so that 
he may carry out investigat io ns for the ,,·idening 
of this road through the tO\\·n. The people are 
,,·illing to have thei r houses pulled do11·n for any 
reasonab le compensation 11·hich Go,·ernment 
may ,,·ish to pay. 

The :.\Iinister has said that he has sent out 
somebody to make im·estigations, but since 
that time, about a year ago now, Sir, we have 
seen no trace, nor seen the appea;wnce of any
bodv comina to the tO\\·n and making enquiries, 
and . calling :pon people there to submit their 
estimates for compensation which Government 
will need to pay. I hope that the Minister 
will be up and doing-! know he is a very 
capable man-to hark~n to these. calls of my 
people, and see that th1s road IS Widened at no 
distant date. I may mention that my people 
do not want a by-pass at the present time, 
although if it suits the Government a by-pass 
may be made at a later date. 

Mr Chairman, I beg to support. 

Mr D. L. G. Olateju (Oshun North): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, I rise to praise the Minister for 
all he did with regard to the roads and bridge 
improvements, and at the sa~e time to c~ll his 
attention to the road mentioned, that ts the 
florin to Ajasc road , whether the tarring of this 
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road will be extended to Ikirun, as the only construction of the Takum-Bissau!a road. 
road leading to Oshogbo tarred road. \\'ith think, Sir, if more roads are built in the 
these few remarks, I beg to take my seat. Southern Cameroons then this Go,·ernment is 

M. Muhtari Sarkin Bai (::lou th· --\\'e:;t--rcally_thinki ng of the interests of the Southern_ . _ 
Kano): :\lr C!u irman, Sir, it was not my Cameroons. 
intention to spe:~ k on this H ead, because I And I would appeal to the Minister of Works 
spoke at leng th during the Speech fror.-t the to consider it- it is possible to open anotl~ road 
Throne itself. I have now fou nd it ncce:;:;ary from Bebabefan in \Vum Division, near the 
to comment on the Ministe r's statement. famous Menchem Falls, to Obudu in Ogoja 
lVIuch as I appreciate -his statement, I deeply Province. · I think when this is done, Sir, it 
regret to say that the number one international will help to open up many areas in the Southern 
road, that is the Kano-Daura-Zinder road, was Cameroo ns which are blessed with rice, palm 
completely out of the picture. and other products of economy. 

Will the l\Iinister please state whether there Then Sir I think the ;\lliniste r o f Works will 
is. any proposal, no m atter when, for tarring do us ; wo~ld of good to visit the Southern 
th1s road ? Cameroons as often as possible. It is only then, 

Mr L. A. Ning (Wum): Sir, I r ise to Sir, that he can know the rea_! difficulties of the 
support the expenditure on this H ead. Before Southern Cameroons by seemg mth h1s eyes. 
doing so, I ha\-e to thank the Minis ter of \\'orks \Vith these few words, I beg to support. 
for the visit paid to the Southern Cameroons . . 
last year, and to congratulate him on the . Mr T. 0. S. B~nson (Lagos \V est) ~ose m 
progress on the T akum-Bissau!a-Kameni roaJ . hts place and clatmed , That the Questton be 
I think, Sir, this Minis ter is one who really now put. 
hears the cry of the hon. '\[embers in this The Cha irma n : T he debate has gone on 
House . about .r he rural areas: ( rlppla:tse) for a long time ; there are othe r things with in 
:\nd, St:, as t!us hon. :f-Iouse mll knO\\-, th1s the programme of the same :.\Iinister, so I 
country 1s not blessed mth water transport and accept the closure and the question is, That 
other ways of transport all 0\-er. The Southern the question be now put. 
Cameroons is one place which has as its . . 
sah-ation for communication, only the road. Questwrz, That tlze Questzon be now put, put 

S. I ld 1-k · h · f and agreed to. tr, wou 1 ·e to mention t e questton o . 
tarring the Kumba-Mamfe road, and Bamenda- Amendment put and negatzved. 
l\Iamfe road. I think, Sir, the progress is not Alain Question pz1t and agreed to . 
encouraging. The rains will soon set in, and Sitting suspended f or fifteen minutes. 
these roads will be worse for the vehicles. .-\.s 
this han. House knows, the closure of these Sitting resumed. 
roads !;,Js happened every year, and now, as we 
move along, \\-e see heaps of sand and soil put 
on the road, and very heavy layers of soil put 
on the road will make it dangerous to vehicles 
during the rainy season. I think, Sir, that the 
Minister of Works, should work on the P.W.D. 
to do some more speedy work on this road 
before the rains set in. 

Sir, I think another point to talk about is 
the extension of the Trunk A roads. It was 
very encouraging to hear that this Government 
is prepared to extend the Trunk A road by 
90 miles. Well, Sir, I think when this Govern
ment does that, this will relieve the Regional 
Governments from the heavy responsibility of 
Regional matters and community development. 

Another point, Sir, about the construction of 
Trunk A roads. We are very grateful for the 

HEAD 68-PUBLIC WORKS 

Question proposed, That the sum of £999,190 
for Head 68-Public Works-stand part of the 
Sclzedule. 

Mr L. 0. Tobun (Epe): Listening to the 
explanation of the hon. the Minister of Works 
under Head 67, I was impressed in the way he 
explained to the House all the activities within 
the year in his Ministry and this explanation has 
changed my mind completely and I am satisfied 
that he is a Minister who has been trying to do 
his best. For this reason, I will congratulate 
the Minister instead of criticising his Depart
ment. (Hear, lzear). But he said certain 
things in his explanation, that he would not like 
to dabble on award of contracts for certain 
personal reasons. I would ask him kindly to 

(604) 

House of Representatives Debates 

!1 61 
"8) B-11] 21 ~!.' RCH 1957 [Commitzee ] 11 62 [The Appropriation (1957-) 1 --

dabble now on the award of contracts . He 
should try to make it a policy that anybody_ who 
is responsible fo ~o.the award of contracts wtll b e 
conscious of his po.:; ition as a contract officer that 
anybody who regis te r~ as a contractor, be he a 
fore ign firm or an Afncan contracto_r, sho~ld be 
given fair treatment. And the l'vlt!ltster h1mself 
should make it his duty to look mto all these 
things so that we do not come here any ~ther 
time to begin to criticise the Publtc Works 
Department. 

For this reason, I do not move. 

The Chairman : There is another amend
ment on the Order Paper in the name of Mr 
Offor (he is not in his seat)-Chief Solaru ; yes, 
do you move? 

Chief T. T. Solaru (Ijebu Ea?t) : Yes, Sir, I 
rise to move to reduce this H ead by £10. Mr 
Chairman, Sir, in rising to mo\-e this amend
ment, I do not wish it to be regarded_ by the 
Ministe r as a reflection upon his abtltty, _but 
rather something to galvanise him to loo~ mto 
the working of the Department that I Wt~h to 
spotlight. In the Public .-\.ccou nts Commtttee , 
the accounts of the P.W~. often come before 
us and we find that from time to time the stores 
at Ijora have been in a _most _confused state. 
Stores were constantly bemg wntten off and yet 
when we look into this Estimate which we are 
asked to pass now, we find-what was the word 
the other day ? \Vas it a "battalion" or a 
"battery" ? It was supplied from the Govern
ment Bench. Call it what you may, a battery 
of Storekeepers or anything-they go. by 
different titles-but I suppose all they do ts to 
keep the stores. But whet~er they do keep the 
stores is the point in q uestwn. 

Sir, on Head 68, sub-head 6+, all_ the items 
on that sub-head is "stores." Chtef Sto:es 
Officer, Deputy Chief Stores Officer~ Senwr 
Stores Officer and the rest of them unul you go 
on and you are out of breadth ; still store7, 
stores, stores. And not only that, thetr 
numbers too. Well, apart from the few people 
on top who are about thirty-five, you have other 
twenty-one Storekeepers, you have forty-two 
Stores Assistants, you have fifty-two Stores 
Attendants and fifty-two Storemen. ~nd yet 
with all this battery of Storekeepers, the1r stores 
are still in a confused state. \Ve want to know 
why. 

Surely, if the Ministry talks about shortage 
of staff it couldn't be in th1s Department unless 
of co;rse he means the reverse by which 

we mean "too many cooks spo iling the broth". 
Are then; too many Storekeepe rs o r a re there 
redundant Storekeepers who go by that name 
and draw the pay ? There is a suspicion that 
something like that must be happemng because 
here, Sir, in this Stores Department there are 
two new posts. There are two Deputy S_tores 
Officers drawing £2,430 and the_rc are ht~he r 
Stores Officers as I ha\-e menttoned . :\ow, 
whether these promotions arc merel y_ to g l\-e 
more pay or to give more responstbtltt tcs . to 
stop these leakages and wastages, we would ltke 
to ha\·e an assurance from the :\Iiniste r. 

What is the explanation ? \\'e canr:ot just 
come here and vote all this money to r th ts 
H ead, which totals up to almost £100,000. 
\Ve cannot vote all that money merely to ha\-e 
a battery of Storekeepers who do not keep 
stores, or who merely dra\\- a fat salary fo r _domg 
nothing, or, as my good Friend the hon. Ojukwu 
\muld say, merely to make tea, dnnk tea, smoke 
ciaars and then go home to dnnk more tea. 
\v"e have a suspicion that in this Departme nt 
there are mostly redundan t officers \:ho are 
s~ting on top of the others. ~ ml~ gtve you 
an instance, Sir. I found that m thts Depart
ment at Ijora that the real people who keep 
the stores are the Junior Officers on a salary of 
£11+-150 per annum. ~0\\- why is it that 
they are not the subs tantive holde:s of these 
higher posts ? The man \\-ho ts. respon
sible for the property and any loss whtch mtght 
occur in the Store, should surely be the holder 
of the post, and not the man who merely says 
"I hope the stores are all r igh t !" a~d recei\-es an 
answer "Oh, yes, they are all nght , and then he 
departs. When anything is found to be 
missing it is the Junior people who arc- held 
responsible. If that is not the truth, the 
Minister is here to tell us the truth. 

Now what are the Senior and Chief Store
keepers doing ? What are they keeping for us ? 
I am told that the value of the stores that these 
Junior people look af~er, often_ amo_unts to 
£17,000. Well I pratse the mtegnty and 
honesty of these boys who are put in charge of 
such valuable stores, e~pecially in view _of the 
fact that they only rece1ve such a mere ptttance 
of £114 odd per an_num . . I do not see this 
type of thing done m_ busmess houses.. If a 
man's responsibility mcreases then hts pay 
should increase with it. But just because a lot 
of these Chief Storekeepers and higher officers 
whose category allows them to draw a fat 
salary, the responsibility is shifted-well I 
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would call this storekceping by proxy. \Ve 
cannot atford them in the Public \Vorks 
Department. 

· ;:-.iow to turn ta'the Dailv Paid \Vorkers. 
There does not seem to be ~nough work for 
those who are already on the permanent 
establishment, and yet a great number of 
Daily Paid \\"orkers are employed in store
keeping, stores-attending or stores-assisting, 
and it therefore seems to me that a great deal 
of confusion exists in this Department. I 
think if we are to follow the spirit of the 
speech from the Throne, and the speech of the 
hon. Financial Secretary that economy must 
be exercised, we have to start with this Depart
ment, where a lot of mone~· is being wasted. 
Is there an Officer in that Department who 
does not keep stores ? I hm·e a suspicion that 
:here i:;. 

If you look closely you will find that the 
Joint is that it is not that there are not enough 
>fficers, but they are not given enough work 
:o do. I ha\·e been informed that the Store
(eepers at Ijora do not keep the usual hours, 
:hat is, they have their own hours. \\"ell I 
1m not quarrelling with that, if the exigency 
>f a person's work makes it necessary for him 
o work longer hours, well good luck to him, 
et him bend his back to it, but it must be 
he same right through. For instance, Sir, 
here are some of the staff who arrive in the 
norning at 7 o'clock or 7.30 and do not go 
tOme in the afternoons until 4 o'clock or 5 
'clock : they do not go home, there is no 
anteen, they have to buy their food wherever 
hey can get it-like goats they nibble blades 
f grass I suppose-but other Officers can 
1ake tea, drink tea, jump into their cars, go 
p and down, collect tra\·el ling expenses and 
) on. This is the sort of thing that gets 
ne's goad, and the Minister should look into 

and see that such waste in this respect is 
:iminated in this Department. 

Sir, out of all these higher posts, what is 
tere so important about this job of store
!eping that some of the Junior people cannot 
! promoted to them ? If they can be held 
:sponsible for £17,000 worth of goods, for 
hich work they receive only £114 per annum, 
nd not many of them are hauled to court 
r dishonesty), well then it seems to me that 
good many of them must be fit for promotion 
to the higher grades of storekeeping. 

I will not say much more on this point, 
because I know others are coming after me, 
but I have not time to spotlight the other 
Departments, but I took the trouble to look 
into this Storckeep ing. I am quite sure that if 
hon. Members look very closely at the next 
report of the Public Accounts Committee 
and find any losses that may have occurred 
then they should make it their duty to see 
that somebody is charged. The Minister 
says he is not responsible. The word " respon
sible" is becoming too flexible in this H ouse. 
If Ministers are not responsible for what is 
done in their Departments-not responsible 
for promotions, not responsible for contracts
well what are they responsible for? For 
trimming their beards, and laughing? (Laugh
ter). This is not the time for laughter, this 
is the time to get down to work and see to it 
that the necessary promotions are made ,,·here 
they ought to be. 

Mr Chairman, S ir , I beg to mo,·e the 
amendment. 

Amendment proposed, That Head 6!3-Puh/ic 
Wor'>s-be reduced by£ 10. 

Mr J. L. Nsima (Eket): :\Ir Chairman, 
whilst associa ting myself with the encomiums 
that this House has been pouring on this 
Minister, I wish to make three brief observa
tions. 

The first is that the :\[inister of Works has 
told us that contracts are being arranged in 
categories, and that Africans are registered in 
category A. But he fail ed to tell us whether 
the category that Africans are in, that is 
category A, is the category for which most of 
the contracts are given out. 

Secondly, I noticed that during the speech 
of one han. Member in this House, some 
reference was made to Uya-Oron bridge in 
Eket Division, and I heard the hon. Minister 
asking which bridge was being referred to . 

I am surprised : whether the hon. Minister 
meant that he had not heard the hon. Member, 
or that he had already lost sight of this bridge. 
If I assume that he meant that he had lost 
sight of this bridge, then I would remind the 
hon. Minister that two years ago in this House, 
the hon . Minister promised me that a survey 
team would be sent to survey that bridge with 
a view to reconstructing it to meet modern 
traffic requirements. Why I am surprised is 
that it looks as though I have to come here 
to this House every time we ha\·e a meeting 
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and raise this point for which attention has 
already been promised some two years ago. 

The thi rd point is that I am aware that our 
Government - i s-- no~ -always- afraid when it is 
asked for a ferry, but it is always afraid when 
it is asked for a bridge. 

The other time a i.\·Iotion came up in this 
House for another ferry on the Asaba-Onitsha 
crossing and I was not worried. because I 
knew that the Go,·ernment was going to 
accept that Motion so far as the :\lotion ,,·as 
dealing with a ferry. 

There is a trunk 'A' road, the only trunk road 
,,·hich passes through Calabar, the headquarters 
of Calabar Province, and this is the road which 
li nks Calabar with the Cameroons. There is a 
need for a bridge across this road. The othe r 
time I brought this need to the notice of the 
i\Iiniste r of Works that a bridge across the 
.-\timbo River is the only thing that can satisfy 
all the Calabar people. The Calabar-:\ [amfe 
road cannot be complete minus a bridge across 
the Atimbo River. With this point, I support. 

M. Ahmadu Rufai Daura (South East 
Kano) : i\rir Chairman, Sir, I do not support the 
Motion to reduce this item. I support what has 
been said in congratulation to the :\Iinister of 
Works. 

No doubt, he has done a lot of good work in 
many parts of the country, but he seems to have 
overlooked certain areas nearer home. I refer 
the Minister to the Birnin-Kudu-Kari sectio n 
of the Kano Eastern road-Trunk Road A.21. 
I know it is unfair and wrong for :\Iinisters of 
State to work on the lines of 'charity begins at 
home, ' but it is equally \vrong and unjust fo r 
them to neglect their home. 

This road has been in an appalling condition 
for the last two years. It is deeply rutted and 
dotted with holes. There are many places 
where culverts should have been built long ago. 
The drainage is not being well kept and as a 
result of these deficiencies, sections of the road 
are flooded or washed away during the rains, 
even on the tarred Kano-Birnin Kudu section, 
causing delays and waste of time and money to 
travellers and transport owners. For when 
such ftoodings occur, as was the case in August 
last year between miles 62-65, lorries cannot 
pass either way. They have to stop at the ends 
of the damaged area while their passengers and 
loads are transferred, that is, passengers from 
the East have to walk across the area to lorries 
waiting at the Western end and vice versa. 

There are small bridges between miles 52 and 
60 that ha,·e the habit of breaking down alter
nati~·cly every year. I hope that the Minister 
will see to it that proper stro ng bridges are built 
at the places mentioned so that there will be no 
more breaking dow n. 

I also hope ~tat the embankments at the 
approaches to the bridge on the rivers and 
st reams on that road, more especially on the 
Birnin-Kudu-Kari section, "·i ll be widened, or 
stopping places pro,·ided so that lorries may 
pass each other' without the risk of falling down 
the embankment. 

I have a letter written by a Member of the 
:'\orthern House of .-\ssembly who travelled on 
this road recently. The letter says: "Coming 
back from Kaduna the other day I had occasion 
to visit :\[isau and the causewav or embankment 
at the Kari end of the road is in a shockingly 
dangerous condition. Just before I arri,·ed a 
"Shell" tanker and traile r, mercifully empty, 
had overturned down the bank. This narrow 
causeway has one foot deep ruts in it and to my 
certain knowledge, no attempt has been made 
at any permanent repair fo r at least three years. 
Between Kari and :\Iisau there is a diversion for 
a broken culvert on which no work appears to 
have taken place for over a month. On this 
stretch of road I saw two road gangs each 
consisting of about five men. They were 
engaged leisurely in clearing the drains at the 
side of the road between the causewav and 
Misau and tentatively hacking at tufts ot' short 
dry grass with a matchet. ;\o work on the 
surface of the ro'l'ti at al l. I haYe not had 
occasion to travel o\·er the Misau-Birnin Kudu 
stretch, but I understand this is in a pretty poor 
state as well. 

"Another point I would like to bring to your 
notice is that there is no sign-post at Kari, a 
right-angled bend from the Potiskum-Bauchi 
road, to show that this is the turning to Kano, 
nor is there any indication of the left-hand bend 
at Misau to put the traveller on the Kano 
Eastern road. This road is part of the inter
national highway between South and ;:-.iorth 
Africa and I am constantly having to warn 
travellers of the fact that there are no sign-posts 
and to direct them on the right road. Recent 
arrivals from outside Nigeria are of the opinion 
that the Kari-Birnin Kudu stretch rivals any 
other bad stretch on the international highway." 

ChiefS. L. Akinto1a (Oshun West): T his 
is not a letter ; it is a speech. 

(607) 

... . 

·es 

[\:a no 
cchani 
·hen I 
>r Ex( 
Pro,·in 
s hold 
was a 
: man: 

I em be 
o\·er t 

e that 

>tion o 
1 ry-t~ 
3arkin 
ltntC. 

car. 
1 is go1 
'rom~ 
sk P:E . 
rhe m< 
will be 

,n, the 
tbers " 
two H 

Bensor 
claime 

r put. 

! the Qu 

t the h 
I. 

zt £99' 
tandpa 

'usuc 1 

red, Tlu 
s Recur, 

aji (No 
nance o 
previou 
3 Kabb 
tat noth1 
ning frc 
to Oturl 
abour er 

con tin 
-auld re. 
>rning, 



H ouse of R epre.fenrati l't!!> D ebatn 

IIX3 [The .· l f>f1Npriation (1'! 57-5~) B ill] 21 :'IL\RC H 1957 [Committee ] 11 8+ 

sub-head 2+. a new pro,· ision is made for one 
Assista nt Superintendent of 0\·erseas Com-

--- munieations. Tht.:rc had alreadv been the 
Supcrint~n lknt, now we want :1n :\ ssistant 
Supe rintendent. In mv ,· iew, it is likely 
that that one will become a r.,: decoding 
officer. It is a ne,,· appointment. What ,,·ill 
it be ? \\'ou ld it he filled by an expatriate 
officer? 

I \\'Ould like the Chid S.:cretarv to gi\'t: us 
an assurance who wi ll till that particular post. 

I t is a new one and I presume nobody has 
fill ed it yet. Is this officer the person to 
perform all the duties of a Duty Officer now ? 
If so, we have no objection but we would like 
to see this particular post for which a new 
pro,·is ion is madt: filled by a :\'igerian. 

And all the Typists in this part icular section, 
too. I t may surprise some l\-Iembers that 
whene,·er the work " clerk" is used, generally it 
refers in this country to :\'igerians. But when 
you see the word "clerk" in the Council of 
Ministers, it refers to expatriate officers. And 
you will see something significant, that the 
salary of a clerk has a limit. In this particular 
instance, if you work it out, it will be obvious 
to you that all the persons referred to here as 
Confidential Clerks are expatriate officers. 
Why is that the case ? \\'hen would there be 
a change in this particular category and how fa r 
an: our Ministers going to continue to stick to 
this particular kind of treatment ? 

Now, I mentioned the high ofW.:e of the 
Secretary to the Governor-General and the 
Council of M inisters. It is an important 
office. That of his Deputy too is very impor
tant . I would like the hon. the Chief Secretary 
to throw some light on the type of duties per
formed by this Secretary. What does he do? 
Does he sit in his office to receive drafts of 
memoranda prepared by Ministers and 
Permanent Secretaries or does he do any more 
than that ? Does he just correct the gramma
tical errors if any ? Does he discover any 
error in it and send it back to the Ministry or 
does he just sit down as the big schoolmaster 
before whom all Ministers must continue to 
tremble ? If he finds any fault with the 
memoranda will he summon the Minister of 
Labour and ask him to explain why he has had 
,:-__ ~u urage to put in this draft ? .-\ nd I can 
imagine the picture of a trembling Minister of 
Labour fluttering like a piece of leaf in an 
autumnal gale ! 'What does he do? 

The Minister of Labour and Welfare 
(Chief f. S. Okotie-Eboh) : i\Ir Chairman, Sir, 
I take exception t~ the exp ression of the 
Leader of the Opposition; I never tremble 
before anybody. (Cheers) 

Chief Akintola : \\'ell, I think this is an 
important consolation. He does no t trt:mble 
before anybody. And you will notice that his 
statement is more or less a co rroborat ion of mv 
allegat ion. It is true he is always called upori', 
always commanded to stand before the 
Secretary, but when he stands there he does 
not tremble. Why is he called there at all ? 

The Minister of Labour and Welfare : I 
am protesting again, Sir , against this .... ... . 
(Interruptions) 

Chief Akintola : I refuse to yield. I am 
not yielding, Sir. 

The Chairman : Order, order. Chief 
Akintola does not give way. 

Chief Akintola : Well, I am quite sure that 
the Minister of Labour will appreciate the 
fact that I merely used him ·as an illustrat ion. 

The Minister of Labour and Welfare : It 
is a bad illustration ; I don' t stand before any 
Secretary at all. (Hear, hear) 

Chief Akintola : Well , I would like the 
hon. the Chief Secretary to tell us precisely 
what happens. Whenever any memorandum 
is prepared, when the draft is submitted to the 
Secretary's Office, what particular function 
does he perform ? What are his duties in 
relation to those ? Will he sit down and call 
for files from other Departments and prepare 
a fresh memorandum or what does he do ? 
We would like to know. Or does he merely 
superintend the preparation of minutes of the 
Council of M inisters, or what is his real 
function ? We would like to know and be 
informed. 

Now, the next point, Sir, is on page 153, 
sub-head 5-Expenses of Ministers travelling 
on official business overseas-£10,000. Well, 
I have no objection at all to provision being 
made for Ministers to travel abroad but the 
hon. the Chief Secretary owes this House an 
obligation in one particular respect. In the 
past, this House exercised some control 
through its Finance Committee. And that is , 
if a Minister wanted to travel, the reason for 
the tra\·el would be given to the Finance 
Committee and the Finance Committee would 
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examine to see that it is not for a fri volous 
purpose, and on every occ1s ion in the past the 
Committee has always agreed. But I am 
afra id under the present prov is ion, the Finance 
Committee is taken out completely and no,,· 
a bulk provision is being made so that a :\Iiniste r 
can dip his hand into the purse any time 
,,·hether the cau;e of the tra,·el is justified or not. 

Mr A. Adeyinka (Ibadan Central): They are 
responsible people, my friend. 

Chief Akintola : :\ fter all, the Finance 
Committee is the Finance Committee of this 
House and the majority of the members are 
members from the Go\·ernment Bench, and it 
is necessary for you to continue to exerci:>e 
some control. I know tht: ~Iiniste rs are 
responsible people but the control of this 
House is still absolutely necessary. If this 
money is voted, I would ask for an assurance 
that not a penny of it should be used unless 
explanation is first gi,·en to your Finance 
Committee. If the Finance Committee is 
satisfied , of course every penny of it may be 
spent, and perhaps much more than is being 
provided for here should also be spent. But 
we can never exercise too much control over 
our money. It is necessary to exercise a 
little bit of control in order to ensure that 
maximum benefit accrues from the Vote 
that we are making in this hon. House. 

Mr A. Adeyinka (Ibadan Centre) : ::\Ir 
Chairman, Sir, I would like to refer to item 15 
here-Telephone Attendants. The scale is 
G.lA, 2. I am appealing to the Council of 
Ministers that these Operators should be graded 
if not as the Operators in the P .._and T ., at 
least they should get something higher than this 
salary. This salary is just the salary of an 
ordinary Messenger, even below that. Even 
Special Labour earns more than this G.lA, 2. 
After all, Operators are partly technicians and I 
think it is high time the Council of Ministers 
should do something to change this present 
grading. 

What I would like to refer to , Sir, is what the 
Leader of the Opposition has just said, and a 
statement that I don't like. He is trying to 
impute bad motives. The Ministers must 
be responsible people, and we must attribute 
to them a certain degree of integrity and 
trust. \Ve make a man a Minister of State, 
and he therefore must be a man of integrity, 
but there are some people who are inferring 
that when these Ministers go overseas they 

tra,·el merely to waste t ime and money. If we 
arc think ing in terms of self-gove rnment, then 
it is high ti me that we started to show a sense of 
responsibility. These -type:H>f- statements are 
verv bad. The Ministers are responsible 
people and are not in office to waste eithe r thcir 
time or the time of the cou ntry ... (Applause). 

Chief E. 0 . Omolodun (Oyo South) : 
:\T.r Chairman, I ha\·e only a very simple_quarrel 
with the Council of :\Iinisters. I wonLkr 
wh<:ther our i\ Iinisters apply the broadest 
se nse of the word "i\ Iinister" to their status. 
I sa v th is because there seems to be a "House 
:\Ia;ter" in the room O\·er our :\Iinisters. \\'e 
trust them to a certain extent, but they ha,·e 
gi\·en us no assurance that they are not under 
am·body other than this honourable House. 
The other day one hon. Member said here that 
somebody went to an office of one of the Minis
ters. collected a fil e, and asked that the Minister 
should come and see him in his office. I think 
it was hon. Akande, or somebody like that who 
said that .. (An han. JY!ember : I t u:as said by 
J1r . .J. kwiu:u.) . . but he did not have the courage 
to mention that man's name. 

Mr F. U. Mbakogu (.-\wka): It wa:; the 
Chief Secretary ; don't be afraid . 

Chief Omolodun : Well, he never told us 
that. That is why I say there seems to be a 
"House Master" over our Ministers. He 
didn't mention any name, but now it seems it 
was the Chief Secretary to the Government, and 
if that be the case, we are now assuring the 
Ministers that we are behind them. If they 
ha,·e any difficulty at all, they should have the 
courage to report it to us, and this difficulty will 
be removed immediately by our votes. 

ChiefS. L. Akintola : Cowardly Akwiwu is 
here. 

Chief Omolodun: Yes, but he didn't 
mention the name. Mr Chairman, these posts 
mentioned by the hon. Leader of the Opposition 
should be filled by N igerians as far as possible. 
Any recurrence of this trouble will not be 
welcomed next year. 

The Minister of Transport (M. Abubakar 
Tafawa Balewa) : Mr Chairman, I rise to say a 
word or two on these allegations which have 
been made by some Members of the House 
about the Ministers' relationship with officials. 
I want to tell the House, Sir, and in very clear 
terms, that we Ministers are not under the 
influence of officials at all. (Applause) 
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and, Sir, for a :\[embe r of the H ouse to stand up 
and say that an offic ial \\·ent to a i\Iinis try and 
asked to see the :\[i nister, and \\·hen he couldn't 
see th t.: :\ [i nister he asked for fil es and then took 
them away and asked tha t the :\[iniste r should 
see him in his oflice, I think it is very unbeco m
ing e \·en of a:\ [em ber of this honourable H ouse. 
:\ fter all, Sir, any :\Iini ster \l"ho behaves in 
this \\"av does not desen·c to be a :\linister. 
(.-lpplau~c). 

Chief T. T. Solaru ( ljebu East) : I on ly want 
to correct an impression made by the hon . 
:\deyinka, and commen ts made on Sub-head 5. 
Well, if in 1955-56 the Est imates pro,·idccl for 
£1 ,+5+ and this year \\·e suddenly find £10,000, 
surely as rcpresentati \·es o f the people \\"e have 
c\·ery right to say this is unusual. :\Iinistcrs 
ha,·e trave lled in prc,·iuus years and that 
trm·elling has been by ar rangement ,,·ith the 
Financt.: Committee, and if we are askt.:d to 
appro,·e a block \"Ote like this, surely \\"e have 
t.:very right to say we hope the money has been 
well spent. That does r1ot, howe,·er, impute 

_ any insincere motin~s on the part of anybody. 
\\'e, as reprcsentatin:s of the people have every 
right to quest ion e,·e ry item and say : "Why is 
that that; whv has that increase been made, 
what is that mon o::y bt'ing spent on ?"and so on, 
without being accused of imputing motives. 
I wish to sav that ,,·as the intention of these 
remarks, hO\~·eve r arl\"bodv else likes to inter
pret it. Everybody- cumes here ,,·ith a due 
sense of respnnsibility. and we therefore should 
not imp ute mot i,·es to anybody in this House. 

S ir, under this Head, the Council of l\[inis
te rs, I am very g lad that our able l\Iinister of 
Transport got up to defend the entire team of 
the Council. that the,· are not under the 
influence of any official ·whatsoever. 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun West): He did 
so after consultation with the Chief Secretary . . . 

Hon. Members: ~o. No . 
Chief Solaru : Ag1in, without detracting a 

jot from what he has said, I would respectfully 
submit to him that what we object to is not the 
influence of the Officials-you can't get away 
from that if you are to have advisers. They 
will influence your decision to a certain extent, 
your Permanent Secretaries who pass you drafts, 
people who are more knowledgeable in certain 
ti elds thaa you are- but what we don't li ke is 
influence that will derogate from the dignity of 
Ministers, and nobody will quarrel with that 
reason. 

.-\ ftcr all , ho,,· ditl anybody know about this 
fi le bei n" passed. \\'e were not there. Some
hody d:e must ha\·e C~:1']pl~iEJ,t: d tQ_ _Ak~wu 
othcn\"i sc how tlid he ge t hold of the informa
tion ? It i:; that perso n \\"ho has complained to 
whom ,-ou shou ld direct the thunder of your 
ange r. 

Mr T. 0. S. Benson (Lagos \\ 'est) : :'llr 
Cha irman, S ir, l was going to say that it ":\·as a 
farracn of nonsensical effusion fo r anv :\ lt:mbe r 
to sa~- tha t our :\[inistcrs arc unde r. the Chief 
Sccrc'tan· and furt he rmore, I want to sav that 
it is ri diculous for any hon. M erilbcr to sa'y that 
our :\l inistcrs arc influenced in anY ,,·av bv the 
expatriate oflicia ls in this country." - · 

\\' it h th<.:se f<.:\\· remarks, S ir, I beg to mo,·e , 
That the Qu<.:stion be now put. 

Ouestirm, That the Q uestion hl' non· put, put 
and CIJ; reed trJ . -

Original Question put and agreed to. 

£66,l50ffJr Head 72 - Council of .llinisters
agreed t rJ . 

H E.\D 7 .i - H ot:sE OF R EPRE:;E:-.:T.-\TI VES 

Question pmpl)sed, That the sum of £253,370 
f or H ead 73-House of R epresenlatiu s- stawl 
part of the Schedule. 

Mr F. U. Mbakogu (Awka): :\lr C hairma n, 
S ir, I beg to mo,·e to reduce sub-head 1 by £ 10. 

:\ow, I just \\'ant to call the attent ion of the 
House , and pa rticularly the Chief Secretary, 
to the conditions under which the workers 
in this House suffer. Thev 1\·o rk under 
very d ifficult conditions witho.ut any hope of 
reward and promotion. Some of them were 
drawn from other Departments only to come 
here and mark time all the whi le. 

I take the case of Verbatim Reporters. 
Year in . year out , Members complain of not 
gi,·ing them adequate salaries, and after the 
Gorsuch Revision, when one expected their 
salary ascending, it descended. Before the 
Gorsuch Salaries Revision the salary of 
Verbatim Reporters was £570 initial , now 
it was reduced to £56+ as a result of Randell 
Report. That is wonderful. 

i'iow, we ha,·e been praying here that we 
have not enough men to do the work of Ver
batim Reporters, so that we should do every
thing poss ible to see that they are encouraged, 
and we are gi,·en more and more expatriates 
to do the work which our ~igerian girls could 
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do. · :\'igc ri an g irls arc not forthcoming and Mr Mbakogu : After that I would also 
instead of enco uraging those in the Service , appeal to the C hief Secretary to see that the 
,,·hether men or women, we go a long way to .. members here of other classes of workers in 
discourage th~m so that none ,,·o uld be fo rth- · 'the House ha,·e opportunities of promotion. 
corn ing in the i·u ture. \Ve have every year the offices of two Assistant 

I wou ld..,·all the attent ion of the Chief C hief Clerks. Whom are they assisting? I 
Secretary to :;urrender this ,,·ork to the Speaker do not see any Chief Clt:rk there. Not one 
rJf the House ,,· ho knows those who work ,,·ell of them is being promoted. They ,,·ere 
and those who do not work well. If he says brought from their other Departments to this 
that the \'er~~tim Repo rters at·c doing their place but they have no hope of being promoted 
work he should then ask for thei r promotion. to any other job. One of them should be made 
:\'o\1·, I 1\·ould no t like the workers in this the Chief Clerk and the other one to assist him 
H ouse to be at tached to the Secre taria t and as Assistant C hief Clerk. 
therefore to the Chief Sccretan·. That should 
be a different Head altogether under the 
Sp.:aker of the House. 

:\los t of trce m ha,·e gone to the House of 
Commons to ka rn the p rac tice in the H ouse 
of Commons but \\·hen the ,· return he re the,· 
would not bt gi,·en the chance of putting the 
result of their experience into practical opera
tion. I ,,·oul,i not like that tn be repeated. 

I see that .-\ frican \ -crbat im Repo rters an: 
doing man·ellously well but they are not 
be ing encouraged enough. \\'ell, we cry 
e\·ery day to ge t more \' erbatim Reporters
! know last yea r when the Speaker made 
mention se,·eral t imes appealing to Members 
to help to bring those who could do the work 
because the pc:o ple here were suffering under 
intense difficulty-we should do e,·erything to 
encourage those who are doing the work on 
the spot to see that they are retained and other 
people, seein!" their conditions improved, 
\\"Otrld join to help to do the work. (.-lpplause). 

N'o1Y, I w•)uld not like M embers e\·ery year 
appealing to the Chief Secretary to promote 
those that arc good. All the African members 
of that Department are doing their work well. 
It is in the case of the expatriates that you get 
some not doing well just because they do not 
understand us the way we speak. If it is that 
they are not capable I would question the 
integrity of those who employed them . I 
might say that it is because they do not under
stand the way we speak, but those who under
s tand the \Yay we speak, whether they have 
the same qualification or not, if they do the 
work well, I do not see any reason why they 
should be required to pass 120 words per 
m inute. 

Chief T. T. Solaru (ljebu \\"est): The 
,,·ay you speak is more than 1+0 words per 
minute. 

!\ow, we have also the case of Telephone 
.-\ttcndants which had been mentioned . These 
people \\"Cl'C formerly in the P. & T . T hey 
were brought ~ere . After the G orsuch Re,·i
s ion their counterparts in the P. & T. went 
up while they went down . I would not like 
that to repeat. Since they ha,·e the same 
standard of efficiency they should be made to 
earn the same salary so as not to discourage 
them. Otherwise if their se rvices are not 
needed here they should be ser,t away and 
not waste their time here without any hope of 
promotion. 

The same thing can be said of Messenger;; 
and Clerical Assistants. They are not happy 
here. \Ve would like to see them always sharp 
so that we will get ma.ximum sen·ice from them 
during the sessions of this House. (Applause). 

!VIr Chairman, Sir, I beg to move. 

The Chief Secretary of the Federation 
(Sir Ralph Grey) : Mr Chairman, I rather hope, 
Sir, that I have already done what the hon. 
Gentleman asked that I should do. I do not 
control staff in this House but I think, Sir, 
that you in your capacity as the Speaker of the 
House do. But what I do have to do is, as there 
must be somebody on the Ministerial Benches 
who can answer for these matters even if thev 
are not under the control of that person-, 
it is m y responsibility to answer ques tions 
in the House about the Legislature. 

The Chairman : I am so sorry to interrupt 
you, Chief Secretary. I have got again to 
propose the question on the Amendment. 

Question proposed. 

The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 
My only purpose in rising, !VIr Chairman, is to 
inform the House that the difficulty o\·er 
ge tting the right status for people who pro \·e 
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that th~,. ha ,·~ the abilitv to act as Verbatim and clean the furniture there. would not 
Re portc~s is not one th;t 1s being n<:glectcd. like to think that when we are talking so much 
The Hou:;e ' 'i ll remember that in dealing of ~igerianisation we are going to keep a par
last ..-car \\ ith the Conclusions of the Govern--:'. ticular section of the Federation to act as hewers 
ment on the Report of the Grading Teams, of wood an drawers of water. 
it apprm:ed the Recommendation that, offic~rs The Chairman : I think Mr Ekong will do 
of the s,..,.dary-Stenographer and verbatim better to make this speech when we come to the 
Reporter clas:> should n~t be allowed to act next amendment in the names of iVIallam ~ ughu 
m :t htghc:r post requmng qualtficat10ns 10 Bamalli and Mallam Ladan Fari. 
shorthand and typing which they do not M Ek Th k h M 
po:>sess. So that that is the Go,·ernment C~ . r o~gh: an· .r;ou 1 ~cry muc • ~ · r 
principle: a perso n cannot be a Verbat im mrman, hope Y\~~- 'h"1 hca mde agamdw eni 
I' 1 h h h c1 an we come to t at. '1t t at un erstan mg , cpo rter un ess e or s e as passe .11 h d d fi · h b 
appropriate test. WI oppose t e al?en ment an . ~IS up y 

r . . . repeat10g my pratse and apprectatton of the 
No_w, httherto~ the. appropr~ate test . 10 work of the Speaker of the House. 

adcl tt lO n to certa10 baste educatiOnal qualtfi- M J . W huk ( :\b ) :V1 Ch · 
cations has been the passing of an examination . r . aJa ac u · a : · r atrman, 
set by the Royal Society of Art:> . It has been S tr! \\tth due .deference to the sta~ement of th_c 
the complaint locally that there are people Chtef S~cr~tary we need, to be com meed that thts 
here who are well able to take clown a report H.?use IS mdependent of the Chief Secretary. 
at a certain speed when, as the hon. Gentleman We ~,·ant to be con~·mced practically t~at the 
has said, what is said is said by Nigerians in Clerk of the House IS the_ head of th~ different 
l\"igerian ci rcumstances, but that these peop le de~a~tment , and that he ~s on~y subJe~t to the 
are not always able to pass the Royal Society rultn~ of the Speaker. vVe \\ould ltke to see 
of Arts examination. that I~ practice. He went t~ .the_ House of 

_ . . Commons to study procedure, his asststant went 
W_e hope to re~edy_ th~t because the Trainrng there and studied these things. We have a 

Section rn the Nigenamsation <?ffi~e proposes Speaker. \Ve will be very happy to know that 
to dense a syllabus fo_r a~ examrnation an_d try this is now a different department not con
to conduct t~at examrnation locally and If we trolled from the Chief Secretary's Office. But 
can get a satisfactory stand~rd agreed, accept- from our own experience and observation this 
able to ever~body-rncludrng you, Str, the H ouse is very much under the thumb of the 
Speaker of th~s House-we c~n dispense With Chief Secretary. 
the Royal Society of Arts quahficat10n for local 
candidates. And if they pass the local examina
tion they w!!'! be promoted to the post of 
Verbatim Reporter. 

Mr A. J. U. Ekong (Uyo): I do not rise to 
support the amendment but I am standing to 
pay tribute on behalf of this side of the House 
to the Speaker of the House of Representati,·es. 
I think if we had a bad Speaker to begin with 
we would see the real value of the present 
Speaker we are having, and I think I am right in 
saying that we owe the success of the work of 
this House entirely to the good fortune we 
have had in having the present Speaker of this 
House (Applause). 

I would crave the indulgence of the Chairman 
however, to make a few comments particularly 
from what I have seen as I now stay in one of 
the House of Representatives' flats. Those of 
us who are there will notice that it is mainly the 
boys from Calabar Province who work as 
labourers there helping to maintain the flats 

I want to point out one very serious anomaly 
and I would like to believe what the Chief 
Secretary said. \Vhen Gorsuch reported the 
Verbatim Reporters of this House were graded 
as Technicians but when Mr Randell came he 
downgraded them and put them in Executive. 
The result is that they are worse off to-day than 
they were when Gorsuch reported. I hope, as 
the Chief Secretary has told us, that this House 
is after all under the Speaker, and I am perfectly 
certain that if that is correct the Speaker will not 
hesitate to see to it that this anomaly is corrected 
after the House has risen. So I look forward to 
the rectification of the position of these Verba
tim Reporters who have been doing a very 
difficult piece of work and then to their detri
ment finding themselves being reduced in 
status. When one grading officer finishes his 
work and another one reduces them, that is a 
bad thing. I am sure this House will support 
any measure that is taken to improve their 
condition. 
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A :\[ember hots said here that we ha\·e two one reason or another to go outside. think 
.-\ ss istan t Chief Ckrks. Surely, Sir, if there there shou ld be this pro,·ision when you have 
at·e t11·o Assistant Chief Clerks. there must be a delegatio n of two or th ree going outside to 
p ro ,·is ion for a Chief Clerk. Let there be hope watch other Houses in sessio n and sec the 
that somebody being .-\ ssistant will one day·- practice- -and ·procedure elsewhere ; that will 
become the Chief. H.::re there is no pro,·ision help this House immensely ( . .J.pplatuc) . 
at all fo r a Chief Clerk . Those of us who ,·isit ChiefS. L . Akintola (Oshun \\'est): :\1 ,.,._ 
the Pay Office know the rcsponsibdtty that falls :\lot ion was assed las t )·ear. 
on the head of the paymaster. There was a . P , . . 
clerk who was in there for a \"C!'\' short time. Mr JaJa ·wachuku : res, but the :\lotiOn 15 

We knO\\. exactly whott happened. \\'ell this sti ll lying the.re: · That is why l am trying to 
man had to handle thousands of pounds. His rcm tnd the Chtef Secretary ~,·ho satcl that he 
own colleagues in other departments had hopes ans11·ers for this D~partmcnt tn this House . I 
of rising to something higher. If th is post is am no:'· as_krng _hun, as the person dtrectl: 
created and a man goes up, the next in com- answenng In _this House, to report to the 
mand will come and so on. I am su re this Speaker (he said the Speaker IS now m charge 
House \\·ill not hesitate to au thorise the Finance of this section), that it is our wish that ;\[ember~ 
Committee to appro\·e the creation of such a should be enabled to make 1·ery good use ot 
post when the House i;; in recess. this particular Head of expenditure . . :\I r 

Chairman has already said that there IS an 
amendmen t in relation to the flats so I woulc\ 
not like to commen t on that now. 

There is a point which I think has now 
beco me my favou rite subject. I am very much 
alarmed that every year we are being asked to 
vote only £ +00 for the Library of this Hou:>c. 
This sum is \'Cry small. £400 for the Library 
of the House of Rep resentati,·es ! This can
not have any valuable book. This Librarv is 
very badly "equipped. I sincerely hope that 
next time when provision is being made 
adequate provision \\· ill be made for more books 
to be purchased . There are some rare books 
and some ,·aluable books from other countries, 
not only the United Kingdom, other countries, 
certain types of books that will help i\ Iembers 
to learn procedure and constitutional provisions 
in other parts of the world. Sometimes we 
talk of Federal Constitution; you ha\·e not got a 
book there in the Library dealing with different 
constitution.:- of the \vorl d. Although in pri
vate life we c0uld not find books of that nature, 
Members cannot familiarise themselves with 
the position. 

There is this "Expenses of i\Iembers travel
ling on official business overseas." Perhaps it 
may be the fault of Members but it appears 
there is no attempt on the part of ;\[embers-! 
do not know who is responsible, Members are 
not making very much use of this particular 
provision. I would like to know whether there 
is any particular regulation other than attending 
the meetings of the Commonwealth Parlia
mentary Association whereby i\Iembers could 
be enabled to visit some other parts of the 
Commonwealth, particularly some of our 
people who have not had the opportunity for 

Alhaji Abdulkadiri Makama !Central 
Zaria) : In opposing this :\lotion, I \l·ould like 
to say straight away that all sides of this House 
will note with happiness that, as a resu lt of hon. 
:\!embers' representations during the last 
Budget :3ession of the House, the Estimates 
shows an increase in the salary of our smart 
Sergeant-at-Arms. This gentleman, who 
performs his duties with that ease and smart
ness characteristic of Sen·ice or ex-Sen·ice
men, deserves th is and future increases in his 
pay. 

With your permission, ;\[r Chairman, I 
want to tell the House that I consider it 
unwise to under-pay those who handle money : 
not everybody is capable of handling thousands 
of pounds for a long period without any 
trouble. I am thinking of the Pay Clerk of this 
hon. House who , I understJ.nd- and I hur: 
it is not correct-is not being paid what he is 
worth and is also paid below his proper grade. 
If this story is correct, I hope his salary will 
be improved. I am seriously appealing to the 
Government to do something about that and 
I am relying upon the Standing Committee on 
Finance not to refuse to approve any augmenta
tion of this H ead of expenditure. 

I oppose the Motion. 

Mr T. 0. S. Benson (Lagos West): .\-Ir 
Chairman, Sir, we are all fully grown up on 
this side of the House and there are fullv 
grown up mosquitoes on that side of th~ 
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hou;e. I speak now not onh- un bchalt' of Dc: pa rtm~n t) lie::; a hca,·y r.:,;ponsib ility . But 
:\!embers on this side, but o~ b.:half of all one would ask 11·hy are things goi n6 on a,; th~y 
:\!ember; of the House, tlut w.: must co nnra- arc ? \\'hy is there so much fru ; tr:ttion among 
tulate the Speaker for the good work he "Ius the:: staff ?- and this, I unders ta nd , d'J<.:5 no t end 
he<:n doing here:: . (Hear , !rear ). T he rcmunc- only with-- t-ht.." juniOt~statr: thc::rt: is fr ust ration 
ra tio n of the Speaker and the Deputy S pee~ke r <.:1-<.:n \\' ith the most st:nio r staff unck r the C lerk. 
should be increased. 

[ su pport the hon. Jaja \\"achuku and the 
hon. :\lr i\lbakogu in all the remarks they have 
made on this Head. This is a H ead dt:a ling 
with all the heads of the hon. :\Icmbers in this 
House and I ha,-e a petition from the dri,·ers 
of the hon. i\I~mbers that the1· themselves 
should be gi1·en better pay: they. do not \\-ant 
£+-lOs a month-they want more. 

In o rder to make the Leader of the Opposi
tion a bit more responsible, Sir, I pray that 
this House should increase his remuneration 
under this Head and also make provision for 
an office in this building for the: Leader of the 
Opposition and the two Government \\"hips. 
This would g ive a lead to the R~gional Houses 
to follow and would also, perhaps, make it 
easier for the Leader of the Opposition mel the 
\\"hips to do thei r duty efficiently . T he 
\\"hips ' remuneration should also be increased. 

.:\ow, I agree with l.\Iembers who ha,-e 
spoken-so long as they all treat their dri1·ers 
well-and I mo1·e that the question be now put. 

Mr Jaja Wachuku (Aba): Point of order, 
Sir. There is one Amendment there
Amendment to Sub-head 8. 

The Chairman : I think perhaps the 
reason for moving the closure was to get on to 
Sub-head 8. 

Question, That !_he Question be nm1: put, 
put and agreed to. 

Question, That Sub-head 1 be reduced by 
£10, put and negatived. 

M. Nuhu Bamalli (Central Zaria) : Mr 
Chairman, it is not so much my wish that 
this item should be reduced, as to get an 
opportunity to air my views about the Depart
ment generally-I mean the House of Repre
sentatil·es. 

Much has been said by previous speakers 
but I would still maintain, Sir, that to me, 
and, I think, to every hon. Member in this 
House, this is a most important D epartment 
insofar as our convenience whilst we are hen: in 
Lagos is concerned and on the shouldas of the 
Clerk of the House (who is the H ead of the 

S ir, it is not my intention to charge the 
C lerk or his statf with neglt:cting our interests; 
on the contrarv, we know that everybody in 
this House, from the Ct:rk down to the hum
bles t cleaner, is doing his best to sec that m,; 
are happy when we arc here in Lagos and, 
in th is rega rd, Si r, even tht: H ousing :.'vlanager, 
whose Head I am moving to reduce , is not 
an exception. 

But we fee l that things are not going cor
rectly. We feel that the hands of the Clerk 
seem to be tied and he would do more to meet 
our needs if he were allowed a free hand ove r 
his Depa rtment. 

Eve ry year 11·e come here we see the same 
thing. There is inconvenience at I koy i in 
the flats . .-\ fter the promises 11·c 11·e re g i1·en 
last yea r, I expected to see a change:, but when 
the invitation came to me to come to this 
meeting, I was surprised to learn that I W;lS to 
prepare to li1·e with two other M embers in the 
same flat . :\nd when I came, Sir, I fo und my 
bed put in the sitting room. I did not even 
get a bedroom. Sir, it is a very serious matter. 
We are subj ected to a most degrading humilia
tion as honourable M embers. There is practi
cally no water in these flats and some of us 
have to come to the House in order to visit 
the lavatory. 

We know, Sir, it is not the fault of the 
Housing Manager. After all he is an official, 
and he can only use what is put at his disposal. 
We know also that it is not the fault of the 
Clerk either, because his hands too are tied, 
and he has to go down on his knees to beg for 
this and for that and for everything the Depart
ment needs. Why this should be so, we 
cannot tell. We thought that the Clerk, 
being the Head of the Department should be 
allowed a free hand over all the affaiL·s of his 
Department. I understand this is not so. 

Sir, we realise we are fortunate to have you 
as the Speaker of this H ouse. Would it not 
be ad 1·isab!t.: fur tht: Speaker to be allowed 
an opportunity of going in to the mattcrs 
atfecting the House ? He has had abundant 
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experience at \\'c,;tm instcr, and that experience 
can be used in guidi ng our Cle rk to managt: 
this Legislatu re better. 

Sir, and hon. M embers, l will strike this 
note of warning. We arc ag~t<lting cn~ry day, 
every hour, en: ry minute, for .:\ige rianisation. 
\ \"ell I warn all love rs of this country in this 
House and out of this H ouse, to be on the look
out against bogus i\igerianisa tion. If this is 
the so rt of :\igerianisation 11·e arc going to have, 
where !\igerians are g iven the office, perhaps 
they are gi,·en the salary, but they are denied 
the freedom to use their own initiative to run 
their own Department, then :\igerianisation 
is a farce. 

Mr A. J. U. Ekong (Vyo) : :\Ir Chairman 
S ir, I wish to support the Amendment that 
Sub-head S be reduced by £5. I am so 
happy that the hon. M ember who made tll.e 
.-\mendmen t has stressed the importance of 
the sort of work that is done at Ikoyi for the 
comfort of ~!embe rs attending the :\leetings 
in Lagos. 

exactly the same amou nt of money that we 
ought to ha1·c paid in any good hotel hen: in 
Lagos. I would therefore li ke to poin t out, 
Sir, that there is no reason why steps should 
not be taken to scn·e p roper meals to the 
:\!embers who go to the mess to eat. l am 
very serious about this. For a perso n to 
come and stay here for abou t a month or more, 
li ving on only one type of meal is de fin itely 
bad, and somethi ng must be done about it, 
so that we have a va rietl· of meals sen-ed to 
us in the mess. -

Chief S. L. Akintola (Oshu n \ \ .es t) : 
:\igerianisat ion of meals. 

Mr Ekong : !\I r Chairman, Sir, 
support. 

heg to 

The Minister of Works (.-\lhaji t he hon. 
Muhammadu Inuwa \\'ada) : :\Ir Chairman, 
Sir, I beg to speak on the .·\mend ment mo1·ed 
by the honourable :\!. .:\uhu Bamal!i and tha t 
is about the accommodation for hon. :\[ember; 
at Ikoyi. Some time ago, Sir, I had a meeting 
with the Housing Committee of th is honourable 
House and I showed them plans and sketches 
of some accominodat ion 11·e arc going to pro1·ide 
for :\lembers. T he Comm ittee had studied 
the plans and sketches and approved them and 
given me the O.K. to go ahead with the work. 

Vh are, Sir, going to provide 5-J. quarters , 
5+ quarters for boys, and 5-J. ga rages, and 11·e 
hope when we do this the congestion which no 
doubt M embers suffer now at Ikoyi, will 
certainly Je removed. We all realise that 
:\Iembers are living at a great disadvantage, 
and we are doing all we can and we hope by this 
time next year, when :.Vlembers come back 
there will be proper accommodation. 

As I was saying before, if 1ve look round 
there at Ikovi we IYill find that most of the 
junior office(; working there are fror.~ Calabar 
Pro1·ince. I like :\igerianisa tion ,·ery much . 
and my only hope and prayer is, that there 
should be no attempt to keep any section of 
this countrv to be hewers of wood and drawers 
of water. ·B,- that I do not mean to sav that 
it is bad to have them occupied in this way, 
but it is definite ly bad to have employed them 
under the conditions in which they are now 
working. :\los t of them are receiving a 
salary of no t more than £7, some of them 
below £7, and it is definitely a mistake that 
in a Department where the Housing l\lanager 
has a salary of about £660, it should be found 
impossible · to have at least two people next Several hon. Members : Not before next 
to him having something reasonable. year ? 

I am therefore appealing, Sir, to whoever The Minister of Works : I am sorrv I 
is responsible for this to consider the advis- must be very frank with han. Members. ' If 
ability of grading posts there, so that we have I say you are going to get these quarters by 
some of these boys serving as furniture clerks August, and you don't get them you will be at 
and so on, given something that will encourage my throat. 
them to give their best to this Federation. On the question of \Yater, Sir, I am afraid 

I would like, Sir, to associate myself with here some sort of mistake was made right from 
the hon. l\lember who made the Amendment the beginning when the flats were built. At 
in saying that we are not having the comfort the top of each flat there is a tank. That tank 
we would expect there in Ikoyi, particularly gets full of water and all the flats below it draw 
those of us who eat at the mess. One always their supply from it. Well the unfortunate 
knows what one is going to eat at the table ; thing is that these flats are not connected wirh 
it is always potatoes and beans. And we pay the mains, they are only connected with the 
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tanks above. :\ow that is being remedied. 
Th ~ flats arc being connected now both ,,·ith 
the tanks abo,·c and with the mains supplying 
the area. It is hoped that this will be the end 

. -· of the incom·e nience which hon.')Iembers arc 
sufferina b\· ha,·ing to come here for pri,·ate 
busines~. \\'e hope that this " ·ill not happen 

., again. 

Chief V. Duro Phillips ( Ij ebu \Vest) : i\Ir 
Chairman, Sir. the explanation given t0 the 
House b\· the hon. i\Iinister of Works, though 
attracti,·e, is not con,·incing. 

I rise \\·holcheartedly to support the anH:nd
ment proposed by my Friend the h?n. :\"uhu 
Bamalli. What we are talkmg about IS not our 
future welfare as :VIembe rs of this House ; 
we arc speaking of the immediate welfare of 
ours. It is a well-known fact that most of us 
do not hail from Lagos, like my friend the hon. 
:\[r Benson, and hon. :\·Ir Dosunmu, and as 
such, Sir, it is purely imposs_ible for us to 
carry our houses from the Pronnces to Lagos. 
If it were possible, I would carry a number of 
houses to Lagos, and ha,·e the real conve_n1ence 
that is due to me. Yes. But, S1r, th1s_ 1s a 
matter of serious importance and what do we 
find Sir in Ikovi ? For instance, we are 
particular'Iy gratef~l t? the Clerk of the House 
for makinu every poss1ble effort to see that most 
of the Me~bers who apply for flats are accom
modated in the flats. Secondly, those who are 
accommodated in the flats are accommodated 
in groups of two, three, four sometimes. In 
some instances Members are accompamed to 

•Lagos by their wives. All the people in the 
flats have to make use of the same kitchen, the 
same stove, and privacy is altogether absent. 

Sir, further to that, furnishings in many of 
these flats are overdue for replacement. All 
the cushions are useless ; many of the mattres
ses are no more good. Even the b.eds them
selves are antiquated, they are old, d1lap1dated, 
and they are creaking. 

Now, Sir, in many of these flats, ordinary 
drinking glasses are not available. In the flat 
where I live four of us are there-two hon. 
Members an'd two wives; we were supplied 
with onlv three glasses. As such, we have to 
queue to.have our meals, because glasses are ?ot 
available, and on a message to the Housmg 
Manager, he regretted that he had '?ade the best 
usc of the supplies that were g1ven to h1m. 
£,·en the floors are not polished. Floor 

polish is not available at th<.: Housing :\Ian ~l!jc r's. 
office, and not only that, S1r, the ncm1ty ot 
the garden, both at the front and the back of 
all the flats, is unkempt. They are not swept 
and, Sir, I h~l\'e seen one or t\\·o instances 
" ·here the Housing :\Ianagcr himself has to 
come do\\·n to the garden and s\\·ccp the 
gardens himself, even though it is not his duty . 
With the House Manager, we ha,·e no quarrel; 
he is suffering under great disability. What is 
the Clerk doing ? 

We arc appealing to the Clerk to come o\·er 
to Ikoyi himself and st:e the concltt1ons under 
\\·hich we live, and to make recommendations 
to the proper quarters, as to immediate remedy. 
I , for myself, would not wish to come to Lagos 
next Session to li ,·e in the same conditions as 
I am living in now. Othem·ise, I shou ld have 

• to go back to my constituency. 

Mr B. 0. Ikeh (:\bakaliki) : i\Ir Chairman, 
while I oppose the Amendment, there is some
thin"' to be said for the sentiments exp ressed by 
the ~peaker. Actually, the conditions unda 
which the hon. Members li,·e here sho uld be 
improved. I mus_t say that when hon. Mem
bers here argue about certain points, they must 
argue as statesmen. The point raised by .a 
Member from the Opposition, Mr Ekong, IS 
very very disappointing indeed. He started 
saying that most of the peo~le \\'Ofk~ng there 
are people from Calabar Pronnce. \\ e are not 
after the sections of the people of th1s country, 
\\·e are talking of Nigeria as a whole. _He is 
introducing tribalism on the Floor ot th1s 
House. I am not surprised he is an Action 
Grouper, and he started to say something about 
the Calabar Province, as if the Calabar Pronnce 
is quite distinct from other Provinces that go to 
make up Nigeria. 

Well, Sir, the last time during the Com
mittee of Supply, last year, I really stres~ed the 
importance of the telephone operators m thts 
House. As far as I can remember, I think the 
workers from the Posts and Telegraphs 
Department are most benefited due to the 
promotion recently given to the workers. The 
telephone operators here, I think, \\·ere trans
ferred from the P. and T. into the House of 
Representatives. I feel that they should ?e 
given the same measures. If the workers m 
P. and T. get better conditions of service, why 
should these telephone operators here, who 
operate almost equal switchboards like those 
of P. and T. be neglected ? 
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The same thing applies to other workers in it comes within the pro,· incc of anv Committee 
the House of Representati,·es, mentioned by of this House to examine those 'points or to 
pre,·ious s~eakers. I feel that this is almost comment on them, that the Public Accoun ts 
the heart ot the Federation, and I say the heart, Depa rtment would not like to be treated with 
because 1t IS here that Votes- for- all - other - -contempt in the way Repo rts art: dra\\·n up and 
Departm_cnts pass, ~nd the workers in the in the way questions are answe red. 
House ot Rcprescntatl,·es arc almost the ,·eins ,. . 
through whic~ this flow of blood goes to other !:ilr, ~~ I had bee~ prepare1.>I. should have 
sect1ons, and tt would be a pity if the people quoted tnstanccs, Wit~ the perm1ss~ o n o~ the 
working in the House of Rcpresentati\'CS are c,ha_lrman ?f the Pu_bhc Accou:lt~ Commtttec, 
the people to grumble about their conditions of o. \\h ere \\e ha\ e fa1lcd to ge t ~attsfact1on, but 
sen·ice I thmk our observations arc contained 111 our 

I ap.peal to the Council of :\Iinisters that :\[inutes. Wha_r we .would not like to happen 
they should think very seriously, and im ro,·c Is _that the genUine d1rect1ons and_ efforts of the 
the conditions of scn·ice of all the wo rk~rs in Director of F ederal Audit to get thmgs remedied 
the House of Representat i,·cs. should be Route~. C1rculars are pass~d round 

i\I T 0 s B · , · 1 d and are merely p1gcon-holed ; 1t doesn t matter 
l 

1
. r d · · · eTnson rhosc In P.!_s P ac.: an how many times circulars arc passed round 

c a1me to mo\·e, hat t e Question be now tl k th t b d 'II b b h · ·1' 
ut. 1ey ·now ~ no ? y WI e ot enng untt 

P Q . , . next vear. \\ ell, th1s IS the body to watch 0\·er 
uestwn, That the Que;ttoJl be no ,~· put, put the t'unds of the Federation and the d it 

and aoreed. , h . . . Y 0 
<- • _ tnroug the1r Pub!tc .-\ccounts Commtttee and 

Questwn, tlzat Sub-lzea~ 8 be reduced by £:J, we rely very largely upon the commendable 
put accordmgly and negatz-ved. efforts of the Director of Federal Audit and we 

Question, That £2j3,370 for Head 7 3- would wish that every word from his pen should 
H ouse of R epresentatLVes-stmzd part of the be taken note of by the Heads of various 
Schedule, put and agreed to. Departments. · 

Sitting suspended for a quarter of an !tour. 
Sitting resumed. 

HEAD 7+-Ao~u~ISTRATIO:"i (LAGos) 

Question proposed, That £11-,680 f or Head 7-t 
-Administration (Lagos)-stand part of the 
Schedule. 

Mr T. 0. S. Benson (Lagos \\'est) : In this 
matter respecting Lagos, Sir, we feel that 
.i'viembers will do everything possible to remedy 
the condition of salaries in genera!. 

Question put attd agreed to. 

Sir, I beg to support. 

The Financial Secretary of the Federa
tion (:\Ir F . D . C. Williams) : I would just like 
to say, Sir, that I share entirelv the views of the 
hon. Member that the Public Accounts Commit
tee is the key control of this House and c,·cry
thing that it says must be thoroughly followed 
up by the Government organs responsible. 
Before this House met, I subm~cd to the 
Clerk of the House a long memorandum setting 
out the action taken on the last report of the 
Public Accounts Committee and that will come 
before the Committee when it next meets. 

HE.\D 75-Aunn Mr L. J. Dosunmu (Lagos East) : As a 
Question proposed, That £j2,-t60 for Head 75 matter of fact, Sir, I submitted, rather too la te, 

-Audit-stand part of the Schedule. an amendment to this Head and particularly 
Chief T. T. Solaru (Ijebu West); Sir, the in connection with sub-head I, Item 3-the new 

Director of Federal Audit has been doing provision for Assistant Director of Fe.deral 
yeoman service in putting the accounts of Audit. 

the various Departments in order and in i\Ir Chairman, this Department, without 
conveying to them the observations of the mincing words, is the most fastidious Depart
Public Accounts Committee. ment in pursuing the !\igerianisation policy 

I must take this opportunitv, Sir, to sav to and I shall endeavour towards the end of my 
l\linisters who are responsible for various speech to satisfy you, Sir, that there is a calcula
Departments to exercise remote control o\·er ted attempt by the Department to frustrate the 
them and to tell them that wherever public funds ambitions of our people. I happened to be in 
of the Federation are concerned and where\·er the Audit Department myself for some years. 
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:\Ir Chairman, yo u notice that there is an higher office and by the s:.~me stroke they nuke 
att.:mpt by the D..:partment to create the ne1•. it diffiCLtlt for him to reach the highest grade 
post of Assistant Director of Federal Audtt. in the D epartment. 
.-\t the same time, the f-kad of Dep.1rrmenr- is- - - - As· I ·said, Sir, I originally put in an amend
seeing to it that he reduced the establishment ment to delete the new post of Ass istant 
of Principal Auditors by one. The effect of that Director but unfortunately it didn ' t comply 
is, Sir, that he is going to block the chances of with the Standing Orders. So I-:m only 
the only African who is close to that pos t. taking th is opportunity to say that this is a 
There were origio1ally three posts of Princtpal clear qse of deliberate effort to make it impos
:\uditors ; one is transferred to the Central sible for this African to get on in the Civil 
Office in Englan•i, the other one possibly is Service. 
earmarked for p romotion to the newly created If you look at the memorandum which 
post. That would have left room for two expbins the reason for this new provision, 
Principal .-\uditor.; but by the new arrangement, 1·ou will find, Sir, that it is insufficient to 
that is by the provision_ of one Ass i sta~t _iustify the creation of such a new post. If 
Director of Federal Audtt, the Dtrector IS it is considered, Sir, that it is essential th:lt 
suppressing one post :vhich the Afr ican who is the Principal Auditor should be in charge 
next can naturally aspire to. of the revenue and stores b ranch, then there 

If you have a look at the Estimates, Sir, is a stronger argument ~hat a Principal Assi:;tant 
you have the Director himself who is an expa- .-\udttor should also be m cha~ge o_f expe ndltl~re. 
triate, the Deputy is an expatriate, there are But what the_ Dtrector IS. do tng IS supp_ressmg 
three Principal Auditors who are all expatriates. one_ post which the Afncan can legtwn_ately 
The only Afric ~.n close to them is on the asp tre to and then. he creates a new and higher 
grade of Senior Auditor. So he has four post_ for the expatnate. . . 
seeps, four ladders to mount before he can \\ell, I remember w~en we were dtscussmg 
reach the grade of Head of Department. Bv the case of the Admmtstrator-General, tt was 
this ski lfui manouvre what the Director is pomted out, Str, that If we were to press this 
doing is not to red~ce the ladder but to Hous_e _to delete the new provision of Deputy 
lengthen it by one. Originally, there was .-\dmtmstrator-General, we are domg our 
no such post of Assistant Di rector. He people h~rm .. If I can have the assurance 
now wants to put it in. The effect is that of the Fman~Ial_ Secretary_ that m. pursuance 
the African, instead of having four ladders of the ~ Igenamsatwn pol_Icy he IS prepar.ed 
to mount in order to reach the highest grades, to fill this new post of Assistant Dtrector With 
has now to mount five ladders. I mean, an African, I shall be content. Otherwise, 
it is reduced alr.10st to nonsense if we come it will be very revolting. It was said~n one 
here and insist that Nigerianisation should breat~ that. the Council of .i\Iinis_ters h ave no 
b·:._ the policy and by this skilful manner hand In filhn~ of posts .. Surely, If this H ouse 
officers who are responsible can make it diffi- n:eans anytht_ng at all, 1t n:eans \~e . have the 
cult for our men. The Nigerian officer on nght. t? exerctse our powers m provtdmg_ or not 
the high grade there is the Senior Auditor. provtdmg ne~v pos_ts . I am very certam that 
He happens to be the most senior and he tf a m_atter hke this. had ~een brought before 
was acting for th<: Principal Auditors whene1·er our Fmance Committee, It would have been 
one of them went on lea\·e. When it was being opposed. 
observed, Sir, that it is likely that this gentle- If you look further, Sir, there is an attempt 
man establishes a claim for promotion, the to make additional p rovision under the grade 
Department went so far as Mauritius in order of Senior Auditors. N ine chances out of ten 
to bring one other European officer on top it is not likely to be filled by an African. So 
of him. So the effect of that is, Sir, that it you have the position where the Department is 
will not be possible for this African gentleman not only creating a new post of Assistant 
to act in the senior post when the senior pos t Director, it is even increasing the establish
is vacant. Not only that ; if there are chances ment of Senior Auditors by one, all to be filled 
of promotion, it is unlikely for him again to be by expatriates and there are many and many 
promoted. It is just frustrating when things African Auditors there with considerable 
like this happen . By one stroke, they make it experience who are capable of holding these 
impossible for this senior African to act in a posts. 
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If the Financial Secrc:tarv can assure this 
House that if he cannot fill the post of Deputy 
Assistant ,l;>irector with a :\'ig..:rian, he will 
give an a3~urance that the post of S..:nior 
Auditor wi ll be filled by an African, I shall 
be content, but without giving such a promise 
it will be a ddiberate attempt to frustrate 
our i\igerianisation policy. 

:\Ir Chairman, I seck an explanation from 
the hon. Financial Secretary. 

The Financial Secretary of the Federa
tion (:\ Ir F. D. C. Williams): There arc two 
assurances I can give the hon. Gent leman, S ir . 
The first is that this is not a deliberate attempt 
to sabotage :\iger ianisa tion. The second as
surance is that I wi ll cause the need for a 
further post of Principal Au<litor to be examined 
immediately. (Applausr) 

Question , That £52,+60 for Head 1:> 

Audit- stand part uf the Schedul~. put and 
agreed to. 

HE.-\D 76-0n!ER SER\'ICES 

Question pr,Jpost:d-:- That the sum of£ +89, 7 30 
fo r Head 76-0thcr S cn.:iccs-stand part of 
the Schedule. 

Question put and agreed to. 

H EAD 77-Pl'llLIC SERVICE co~Dl!S510:-.

Question proposed, That t!te sum of £28,620 
for Head ii-Public S ervice Commissirm
stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr Jaja Wachuku (Aba): :\Ir Chairman, 
Sir, I rise to move the amendment that sub
head 1, be reduced by £6,+90. 

Now, Sir. I want to make it clear that the 
Federal Public Service Commission was created 
under Chapter VII, sections 172-176 of the 
Constitutional Order in Council, and the 
purpose of that Commission is to ha\·e a body 
that will advise the Governor-General on 
appointments, promotions and discipline for 
the Civil Service, and our Nigerianisation 
policy depends very much on th01t Commission. 
No matter what we say here, we eithe r stand or 
we fall by the way the Public Service Commis
sion does its work. 

I want to say now that we h:!Ye no more 
confidence in the present set-up . I will give 
my reasons , Sir. The present se t-up of the 
Federal Public Service Commission should 
be disbanded forthwith. We have cause for 
complaint. Sir, the other day I was comment-

ing on the Head of the Medical Department 
who happened to be a :\lt:mber of the Ci,·il 
Service Comm ission . and from complaints 
I ha1·e had from many people ,,·ho ha1·e gflnc 
before that Commission, Sir, these people 
had a gruelling experience from particular 
l\Iembers. Not onlv that, I would like this 
House to examine the whole composition o f 
the Commission. Ther~ arc abou t 'six people 
on it-three of them expatr iates and the other 
three Xigcrians, and out of the three :\igeri:~ns 
one of them is a Ci,·i! Sa,·ant placed in a high 
position, but he is noted for his anti-X igeriani
sation policy. 

What of the other three, thev arc also Ci,·il 
Sel'\·ants. ~ow these Ci1·il · Scn·ants arc 
under the thumb of the Chief Secretan·. Lt.:t 
me put it clearly. T he Chief Secr~tary is 
the head of the Civil Service, and every Ci,·il 
Servant is automaticallv under him, it does 
not matter whc:ther it is t.he Financial Sccrctarv, 
the Attorney-General, the Chief Secreta;y 
is the next person to the Governor-General. 
he is the person who deputiscs for the Go,·er
nor-General when His Excellency goes on 
tour. Therefore, t houg~ the Financial Secrc
tarv is a member of th; Council of :\Iinisters , 
wh.cn 1·ou think of the Chief Secretarv, YOU 
will fi;d a dua l position. Of course 'pc~plc 
must be subject to certain rules and regulations 
which arc executed bv the Chief Secreta!'\· , 
and therefore the Chief Secretary in his pos.i
tion as adviser to the Governor-General 
indirectly the Chief Secretary controls every
body. 

:\ow, Sir, when you come to ....:he Ci1·il 
Service Commission all these people appointed 
are subject to him. There are three expatr iates. 
i\ow how does this work ? Somebody is 
to be recruited and a Head of D epartment 
saYs, "well I want so and so, but somebody 
el~e says, "we will haYe to look around fo.r 
a ~igerian, otherwise somebody will s:1y 
that we are not following the policy of Nigeria
nisation." The next thing that happens is 
that it is said that a Nigerian cannot be found 
to fill the post and they indent for someone 
to come from abroad. Then they vote, the 
expatriates will vote in a block, then they will 
split the other three and draw one to their side, 
and win by a majority vote. 

There is another trick, S ir, and that is to 

employ several people on contract, who after 
one or two tours or on termination of their 
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contract, 11·ill be con1·ened to the permanen t 
c:;tabli:;hmcnt. \\·e know that this is going on 
now. They 11·ill examine a person's reports, 

.. they say, "oh , h;;'.is doing ve ry well, he shou ld be -
converted to the permanent establishment"; 
someth ing is then wri tten on his file, and he 
comes along,-not even through the open 
?ack-doo r, he swings in through an apertu re 
m the back-door, if he comes in directly throuo-h 
the back-door it would be difficult for som~-
body might see him coming in. ' 

him to the Civil Se rvice Commiss ion. And 
th_ey say, "Oh, he is not up to standard". 
\\'hat can the poor !llan d~? Nothing. So, 
as we are gettmg a 0i 1genamsation Officer now 
who wi ll b e a Nigerian, 11·e might as well 
change th1s thmg-the Chairman there must 
be a Nigerian . ... (Hear, hear) . ... because 
when we see he is not doing anything (because 
11·e must see the result) I 11·ill get up in this 
House and I attack him. He knows he wi ll 
remain here with me . He knows his brother 
his country, his relations , will see his nam~ 
abroad and he would not like to come out in the 
day-light. But when we engage an expatriate, 
when he retires we give him a lu mp sum and he 
goes home to his country. But this man is not 
going anywhere; he will be here with us. 

I say, that unless the present Civil Service 
Commission is disbanded and the Chairman 
becomes a ::\igcrian imbued with the new 
nation~ listic spirit of ::\'igerianisatio n, unless 
tlus happens, eve rything we have been talkino
abou t here will be a waste of time. (Applause) 
So we want the Council of iVunisters to tell 
the Governor-General tha t we feel that the 
prese nt set-up is no good . Every day look at the 
Staff List and you wi ll find so many expatria tes, 
expatriates, expatriates, expatriates,-before you 
find o~e. ~ingle Xigerian in a post of any 
respons1biltty whatsoever, because the Civil 
Ser~ice do not promote. them. This applies 
part1cularly to the administrative service. 

Do you think, Sir, that if a Nigerian who 
understands what this House decides and the 
!n~tructions that we give out, will' consider 
It IS the duty of the Civil Service Commission 
to Nigerianise these Departments as quickly as 
possible ? Yet he finds. afte r so manv years 
of us saying it here that the Depa~tffiems 
should be Nigerianised, that the various 
Departments will not have Nigerians in respon
sible positions. 

. But be~ause we have expatriates as Chairman, 
V1ce-Cha1rm_an, Deputy Vice-Chairman, Semi
Deputy _ Cha1rman, and so on, what happens ? 
They Will always bring their brothers. Some
body writes to his brother, "Oh, there is a 
lovely opportunity". We talk here and at the 
en~ .of th~ month we go home. And, poor 
Mm1sters, m the Constitution you have no say. 
But f?r . that, ~ir, we say we want to safeguard 
the ClVll Ser':'1ce from the influence of politics. 
But when thmgs go on like this, I am afraid. 
D~ring th!s period .'':'hen we want to change 
thu~gs rad1cally, poht1cs may have to come in 
to It and let us have Nigerianisation carried 
out quickly. 

Now we have appointed a Nigerianisation 
Officer. To quote the N igerianisation Officer : 
"Look, I have found a Nigerian who can do 
this job". He recommends that and he sends 

That is why I want the Chairman to be a 
Nigerian so that we can see him each time we 
move about. vVe can e1·en move to his house 
and tell him strictly to his face, "Look here, 
you are not doing your work". He cannot do 
me anything. ~nd the Ministers can bully 
h~m. Th1s particular Department, Sir, is so 
v:tal to us that we cannot allow the Govern
ment to hide under the guise of this Civil 
Service Commission to frustrate the national 
intentions and the national wi ll. That is why 
I move to remove this £6,490 from the Head 
because that is the sala ry of the Chairman and 
the three members. 

Sir, I do not want to prolong this matter. 
In a case wh1ch I brought here last time of a 
competent medical officer who is qualified in 
every respect, and an eminent member of the 
Public Service Commission threatened that 
if this particular Medical Officer was promoted 
to the grade of Deputy Chief Medical Auviser 
o~ t~e Fe~eratio.n he w.ould resign. Well, 
S1r, 1f he Will res1gn !et htm resign. (Several 
hon. Jl!lemhers ; L et hun go l). He is the Head 
of Department and he is in the Civil Service 
Commission and I would like to point out that 
we do fo!Ot want ~ny more .Head of Department 
to be m the C!Vll Serv1ce Commission. It 
must be ~eutral. We want independent 
people not m any way connected with this 
Department, because if you have a Head of 
Department who is a member of the Civil 
Service Commission, he makes a recommenda
tion from his own Department and he comes 
there to justify it. 

H eads of Departments must not be members 
so that when they make their recommendation~ 
th.ey will ~now that . these ifo!dependent people 
wtll examme the thmg on Its merits, and he 
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will not ha1·e the opportunity to press his o11·n 
case in th-: absence of the poor unfortunate man 
who is not there. In this particular case that I 
have mentiorrea ;-the.l'leaa ·or Department who 
is trying to stampede the person is still there. 
He recommends and he comes to be the judge 
there. Again yo u see the inj us tice. All 
cases im·o!l'ed in that particular case should 
be laid before the Civil Sen·ice Commission 
and this particular Head of Depa.rtment should 
not be there when this is being considered. 

I am asking the Cou ncil of :\Iinisters to 
take up this thing very seriously because we 
are fed up. \\'e want independence in 1959 
and this Civil Service Commission must now 
begin to work quickly. (Applau se ) There is 
not a single Department that mus t not yield 
to a search-light, the search-light that must 
be provided by the Council of :\Iinister:; , 
(Applause) 

Sir, I know we have other Heads to consider. 
I will not go any further. I know what I am 
saying, Sir. It is the expression of the will 
of the Members of this House (Loud applause 
from all sides of the House)-the will of one 
hundred per cent of the House. I am trying 
to help the Council of Ministers, I am not 
opposing them. 

Sir, the Leader of the Opposi tion said I am 
his rep resentative on the Go1·er~::1e :1t Bench. 
I want to make this absolutely clear, Sir: I 
have no commission from the Leader of the 
Opposition. The one commission which I 
have, Sir, is the decision this House had 
taken in the past, and it is my duty here to see 
to it, if I find that the Ministers have not come 
to certain facts which are hidden from them, 
it is for me to stand up here and tell them 
that this is the position so that what they do 
not know and they cannot get because they are 
not in a position to begin to go to Departments 
or the portfolios of their fellow members of 
the Council of Ministers because it will be 
wrong-but that is the duty of i.\Iembers of 
this House. Therefore, Mr Chairman, Sir, 
I have done my duty and I sincerely hope the 
Council of Ministers will take this thing right 
up to the Governor-General because the 
Constitutional Order in Council makes it 
absolutely clear that this is within the jurisdic
tion of the Governor-General, but I know the 
Chief Secretary advises the Governor-General 
and he acts as his Deputy. 

So not only is he in this House and he takes 
notes . I sincerely hope that these changes 
will take place in the Public Service Commis
sion. 

Amendment proposed to reduce sub-head 1 
by £6,490 ., 

The Minister of Social Services (Hon. 
Aja .1\wachuku) : Mr Cha irman, I wish to 
seize this opportunity to dis2buse the minds 
of i\Iembers of the allegation made by the 
las t speaker who has talked of an ti-.1\igerian isa
tion and supp ression. 

In the debate on the Medical Estimates 
criticisms were levelled against the Chief 
:\Iedical Ad1·iser in his capacity as Head of 
the :\Iedical Services and in his capacity as a 
member of the Public Service Commission . 
Let me make it quite clear that the Chief 
Medical Adviser's membership of the Federal 
Public Service Commission is a matter for 
His Excellency and I am sure that the Chief 
Medical Adviser 11·ould not be, or remain. a 
member of the Federal Public Service Co~
mission unless he had His Excellencv's 
confidence . (Interruption) l\Ir Chairman: I 
hope hon. Members are conversant with their 
Constitutional Order in Council. ..... . . (R on . 
Jiembers: Yes.) .. .... and they know very well 
that an appointment of this nature rests solely 
in the hands of His Excellency the Go,·erno r
Ge::era!. (Interruption) I see!, your protcctioa, 
Mr Chairman. 

The Chair~an : The Mover of the 
Amendment was listened to in silence and 
the Minister who is now replying must receive 
the same privilege by the House. 

The Minister of Social Services : As 
regards his position as Chief Medical Adviser 
I wish it to be known that he enjoys my full 
confidence and support. He is a highly quali
fied and experienced medical administrator. 
His record of achievement in Nigerianisation 
speaks for itself. On the 1st October, 195+, 
45.7 per cent of his staff were Nigerians. 
To-day the figure has risen to 58.8 per cent 
and will rise higher in the next few months. 
This is due entirely to the personal energy of 
the Chief Medical Adviser whose Departmental 
record of Nigerianisation cannot be beaten 
by any other Department in Lagos. 

As regards a successor to the Chief i\Iedical 
Adviser, or the appointment of a Deputy, this 
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is exclusi1·ely a matter for the Governor
General and the Fed<!ral Public Service 
Commi.;sion. :\either- the--Chief - Medical 
:\.d1· ise r nor I can interfere in this matter. 
For the record there is a Nigerian who is 
su itable for promotion but he has refused 
this post. The matter is still with the Federal 
Public Scn·ice Commission. 

. ·With regard to senior adminis trati v~ posts 
tn Federa l :VIedtcJ l Headquarters, two oi the 
ri;:ec mos t senior posts are at present held by 
:--J t~enans, namely, acting Principal Medical 
Otficcr (Dr 0. B. Abkija) and Chief iV[edical 
:\dviscr (Sir Samuel i\[anuwa). The actina 
D<! puty Ch~ef :\Iedical Ad1•iscr (Dr Leitch) 
ts an expatnate and his place will verv prob
ably be taken by a .\'igerian when he proceed; 
o~ lea1·e am~ transfer in August. If this is not 
::\ tgenantsatton, I do not know what it is ! 

Hon. Member : It is not. 

The Minister of Social Services : 
mai ntain it is ! 

~astly, the hon. 1aja Wachuku quoted from 
19:>2 newspaper reports. (Interruptions). 

The Chairman : Order, order. I will not 
all?1~· these i~terruptions which prevent the 
~Itnt s ter . makmg his speech coherent. The 
tnterrupt10ns must cease at once. 

The Minister of Social Services : I 
w~s saying, i\Ir Chairman, that the hon. Jaja 
\\-achuku quoted from 1952 newspaper reports. 

Mr Jaja A. Wachuku (Aba): Point of 
explanation. I did not quote from a news
paper: I referred to Government press release 
No. 743 of the 24th of March, 1952. 

The Minister of Social Services : What
el·er it is, you quoted from some writing. 
I will go back further. In 1925 the then 
Governor addressed the Legislative Council 
and referring to a Niaerian, Mr Henry Carr 
he said. "Mr Car.r throughout some trying 
years dtsplayed, m difficult circumstances 
great strength of character and the utmos~ 
p~rity of intention. He retired bearing with 
~1m the respect and esteem of all his colleagues 
m the Public Service." These remarks apply 
equally to the Chief Medical Adviser who is a 
distinguished son of this country, an energetic 
and competent medical administrator, a person 
respc;cted for his integrity and ability and a 
pubhc s<!rvant who enjoys the full confidence 
not only of myself but of this Government. 

:\[r Chairman, I hope I have done my best 
to explain tha t the Chief :\lcdic1l .\ch·iscr that 
the l a~t speaker alluded to is not anti - ~io-c riani- . 
sat ion and he does not suppress anybody. 

Mr J. A. 0 . Ak .. '1de (Egba North) : !\Ir 
Chairman, Sir, we han:· said enough about 
the Public Service Commission. I think 
the only remedy is that when our representa
til·es go to the London Conference they should 
do away with the ofiice of the Chief Secretary. 
The present Chief Secretary is an impediment. 

The Chairman : The: hon. Member is 
irrele1·ant. 

. .J.11umdment put and negatived. 

Question T/wt £23,620 for H ead 77-Public 
S en.·ice CommissioJ!-stwzd part of the Schedule, 
pu I and agreed to. 

H EAD 73-1 CD !Cl.\L 

Questio11 proposed, That£ 142,390 for H ead 73 
-Judicial-stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr L. 1· Dosunmu (Lagos East) : :\[ r 
Chatrman, [ would ltkc: to take this opportunity 
to remind the Chtef Secretary of the petitions 
that ha1·e been forwarded to him by the 
Regtstrars of Lagos Courts in connection with 
their grading. The petition has been for
ward~d to the Chief Secretary through the 
~htef Justtce of the Lagos High Court for some 
ttme now. I do not intend to go over the 
substance of the petition but the point I would 
ltke to underline there is that there can be no 
justification whatsoev~ for grading certain 
officers in certain departments like the Inland 
Revenue or the Administrator-General higher 
than the Assistant Registrars of the Lagos Hiah 
Col! ~· If ~he Cl:ief Secretary has a copy of the 
pet1t10n With htm he will in the petition 
di_scov~r a statement made by the former 
Fmanctal Secretary when he was commenting 
on the duties of the Registrars of the Court. 
Therein the former Financial Secretary said : 
"Th~ . Regi_strars of the Court not only do 
admmtstrattve work they also do clerical work" . 
And th_at will be sufficient at least to grade 
them htgher than people who can claim to be 
equivalent to them in status. 

As I say, Sir, I do not want to ao into the 
details of this matter because I a~ sure the 
Chi~f Secretary has a copy which contains the 
detatls. It is indefensible that the Assistant 
Regi~trars of the High Court should be earning 
constderably less than Assessment Officers in 
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the Inla nd Reve nue Department. It is equally pay. I shall go a bit furth er and sp•:1k also 
indefensible that Assistant Regist rars of the about the J udgcs. Our !\bg!$trates and J uc!gcs 
Lagos High Court should be eJrni ng less th1n are paid lower salaries than thO$C worki ng in the 
the Litigation Clerks in the .\dministrator- Eastern and Weste rn Regions. 1 udges here in 
General's Department. The Registrars not Lagos, Sir, are paid £2,6+0 per annum, whereas 
only deal with all the laws of the Federation and thei r contemporaries in other Regions are paid 
for that reason should earn more than the £3,000 : that should be a shame, I should say, 
Litigation Clerk in the Administrator-General's Sir, to the Federation. Judges and !\lagis
Department who deals only with the laws t rates arc not Civil Servants ; they an: in a C!ass 
pertaining to that Department ; or the Assess- by themselves. 
ment Officers who deal only with the laws This is a very important HeJ.d becc1usc in the 
pertaining to Income Tax. I do not intend to past four years, Sir, we have not been given an 
belabour the point. I am sure that if the opportunity to debate it in this House ; so I 
Chief Secretary reads the peti tion he can not think we must take this opportunity. 
resist the conclusion that these men in the !\!any of the Judges here in Lagos ar•! senior 
Judicial Department deserve better pay, and to those in the Regions; two of the Lag•.JS H igh 
I shall lve exceedingly pleased to hear, next Court Judges are senior to all the High Court 
year when we come here, that he has changed Judges in the Western Region and to all but one 
the present rate of pay. of the High Court Judges in the Eastern Regio n. 

Barely two years ago, I th ink, the Chief It is important for all sections of the community 
Secretary himself, who is sitting in that ve ry box. of Lagos that the Bench in Lagos should be 
said that it was unfortunate that the Chief composed, so far as possib l~ . of experienced 
Justice of the High Court 11":13 G:: l c :~,·c at that Judges , yet e1·en the two no.m<! d do not rece :·:e 
r.~oment (that is Sir Ma:'Ciriie de Comarmond) the salary paid to their broth•:rs elsewh<:re who 
but consideration would be given to the matter have been on the Bench a shorter time. 
on his return. That was twenrv-four months And, Sir, the conditions of service in the 
ago and nothing has been done in. th is direction. Lagos High Court are not as good as the 

Magistrates in other parts of the Federation conditions of service in the Regions. There 
earn more than Magistrates in the L agos was a time when there was a vacant post for a 
Federal T erritory. "When the Chief Secretary Judge in Lagos: an offer wa:.; made, Sir, to an 
made the statement that, when the Chief .\frican who also had an offer from the Western 
1 ustice of the Lagos High Court returned, he Region : he preferred to accept the offer from 
would look into, I would have thought he was the Western Region because the condi tions 
satisfied that there was a case for an increase in there were better than thos•! in Lagos . This 
the Magistrates' salaries : that was the impres- difference in conditions impo.;es some hardship 
sion he gave this House. I can only plead on those people 1vho are working in Lagos or 
with him to see that this is done. were born here i;:;' Lagos and who would not, 

I do not intend to waste words because it therefore, have the opportunity to seek jobs in 
would seem to me that it is very clear that a case any other Region. 
has been made out for the improvement of the Judges here, Sir, the Magistrates and the 
salaries of Magistrates and also a case has been Registrars and other Officials of the Courts, 
made out for the improvement of the salaries should be given better conditions of servic.:e 
of Registrars. I, therefore, take this oppor- and salaries, if not higher than, at least on the 
tunity to invite the Chief Secretary to look same level as those in the Regions. 
closely into this matter. Mr ]. M. Udochi (Afenmai): I wish to make 

Amendment proposed to reduce the Head by £10. a little contribution on this question of 
Magistrates. 

Mr T. 0. S. Benson (Lagos West): Mr It will come as a surprise to many Members 
Chairman, Sir, I rise to support the last in this House to hear that there is difficulty in 
speaker on the petition submitted by the recruiting Magistrates for Lagos and the 
Magistrates and Officials of the High Court. quasi-Regional territory of the Southern 
If we were given the opportunity we would Cameroons. Now, Sir, it is always felt that the 
have tendered this petition here as Exhibit A. 1\.lagistrates should be treated as any other class 

I also support his statements regarding the of workman but I shall endeavour to point out 
Magistrates, that they should be given better that this is a fundamental mistake. 
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::\ow, Sir, when it comes to professions like 
medicine!, engineeri ng and other scientific 
pursuits, it is quite easy to get a young man 
from the university and put him on the job. 

, In other words, it is very easy, in other spheres 
of business, to learn on the job. But, if you 
look at the question of Magistrates, that is not 
at all possible and it is not a correct procedure. 
You cannot bring a young man straight from the 
Inns of Court and make him a l\Iagistratc. 
Th<!re the fundamental diff<! rence lies : why 
:\lagistrates should not be tr<!ated as anv other 
class of Ci\·il Servant. · 

Now, Sir, Magistrates are people who sit in 
judgment over their fellow men and, before one 
can aspire to do such a noble job, he has got, 
by the very process of the profession, to be 
\\·ell-versed in the practice of the law. l\Iost 
people know tl:ut what lawyers call "adjective" 
aw is more important in the administration of 
·ustice than the practice of law itself and, in 
Jrder to administer adjective law, one has 
:ot to practise for some years ; a man can 
tcquire that knowledge only by practice. So 
hat it is not possible to get any young man 
·resh fr0,rn school and put him on-the job and 
:ive him Scale A, as is done in other professions. 
r hat is why it is difficult to get Magistrates 
n places like Lagos : because experienced 
•eople-people who have been at the Bar for 
:Jme time-find it difficult to leave the Bar 
nd go and start at the figure that Magistrates 
tart at in Lagos. 

I remember, some time ago, I was discussing 
1is point with the former Chief Justice of 
Iigeria-it happened that we were travelling 
n the same boat-and he put the question to 
te: "Would you like to be a Magistrate when 
Ju get back ?" I said, "Yes, certainly I 
·ould like to be a Magistrate but I would 
{e to practise for some time." He said, 
~h, there's the snag. If you practise for 
>me time, and you are successful, you will 
Jt like to go back to the Bench ; if you fail 
e would not like to employ you." That is 
e sum total of the difficulty in the recruit
ent of Magistrates. 

I am not suggesting that those who go to the 
:nch are only those who fail as practising 
rr~st7rs. I know that there are some very 
tnottc young men who foresake lucrative 
1ctices but we must know that the generality 
mankind does not regulate its conduct by 
:h noble sentiments. 

They want to be attracted . They want 
somethi ng substantial, and as I pointed out, 
when you ha\·e our next-door neighbo urs 
giving better cond itions to Magistrates, it 
must be very difficult for the Federal Go\·crn
ment to get l\lagistrates. \\"<! have it on 
record that some people who have been appoint
ed by the Federal Government as Magistrates 
ha\·e res igned only to go to another Region to 
do the same work. I say that the Gover'lment 
should look into this matter closely and do 
not classify ;'I:Iagistrates as just a step up from 
the ordinary Civil Servants, or do not compare 
them with District Officers, and all the rest . 
It is wrong. 

Magistrates sit in judgment and ha\·e before 
them a real challenge. In every cause presided 
over by a Magistrate he has to act as an umpire 
between two or three lawyers, perhaps people 
who ha\·e been in practice before he was born , 
and who do not expect a young man without 
any experience to discharge such duties very 
well. The i\Iagistracy is a ,·ery high office, 
and if you want to attract the best talents to 
this high office you must be prepared to 
attract the correct people by givina better 
conditions. 

0 

iVIr Chairman, that is my contribution. 
Mr R. A. Fani-Kayode (Ife): Point of 

Order, Sir, Order 68. In view of the fact 
that time is far gone, and I am sure all Members 
here would like to discuss the next Head
Nigerianisation-I am proposing, Sir, if it 
would please the Chairman to suspend the 
Standing Orders. 

The Chairman : It is too late at this stage 
for me to accept that Motion. A Motion of 
that nature should have ~been moved at the 
commencement of public business. 

M. Nuhu Bamalli (Central Zaria): Mr 
Chairman, I only want to say a word or two. 
Last year, when I asked for the appointment 
of interpreters in Lagos Magistrates' Courts, 
I was misunderstood by the then Attorney
General to imply that there have been instances 
of miscarriage of justice by these Courts. I still 
want to remind the present Attorney-General 
that the need for interpreters in Lagos Magis
trates' Courts is very pressing, and he should do 
everything possible to help the poor uneduca
ted litigants who appear before these Courts. 

The Attorney-General of the Federation 
(::VIr E. I. G . Unsworth) : Mr Chairman, Sir, 
I have risen at this stage in order that I might 
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make sure that some reply is gi,·en before the put se-verally the Questirms necessary to dispose cf 
House rises to-day, and I am go ing to be \·e ry the Vowfor Heads SO to S+. 
short so a; to gi\·e at least one other l\"lember HEAD 80-!\ lrscELL.'!!-."EOCS 

____ the_oppo.rtunity to reply. £1,660,330 f or H ead 80....:.\riscel/aneous-
l can say at this stage that all the points that agreed to. 

ha\·e been raised are at present under considcra- H EAD 8 l-PE1'SIO:-.:s A='D GRATU!TrES 
tion. The question of the interpreters, ~e 
Chief Justice has very recently rai;ed and it £193,250 f or Head 81-Pemions and 
i; at present being co nsidered. Gratuities-agreed to. 

I would say"that I am in complete agreement HEAD 32- PcBuc DEllT CHA RGE3 
with the points raised by the hon. :\[ember. £3,900 f or Head 82-Pub/ic Debt Charges-

The! petition of the Regi>t rar5 i> under agreed to. 
consideration. I understand that a further H E,\D 83-St:B\"E:-.:TIO:\"S 
petition from them is on its \\·ay to the Chief £2,937,960 fa~ Head 83-Subventions-
Secretary. I understand, Sir, that the petitions d . h R . , . h 1 a;rce to. 
deal not only Wtt the egts tr:J.r3 DUt \\"It t 1e HEAD S+-Co:-.:TR!Bt;T[Q:-;3 TO TilE 
~Iagistrates. The position wi th regard to the DEVELOP~lE='T Ft::-.:D 
Judges' salaries is at present under considera-
tion bv the Council of Ministers. £5,225,050 f or H ead 8+-Contributions to 

Mr. T. 0 . S. Benson rose in hi; place and the Development Fund-agreed to. 
claimed to move, That the Question be now put. Question That this Schedule as amended be 

Question, That the Question be nm~· put, put the Schedule to the Bill, put and agreed to. 
and agreed to. Postponed Clause 1 agreed to. 

Question, That the H ead be reduced by £10, Postponed Clause 2 amended in lin.• 5 bv 
put accordingly and negati·ved. leaving out the ~uords "thirty thousand an·d 

Question, That £110,050 for Head 78- seventy" and inserting the words " eighty-one 
Judiciary-stand part of the Schedule , put and thousand, four hundred and ten" and as amended 
agreed to. agreed to. 

HEAD 79-::\lGERl.\='ISAT!O=' OFFICE Postponed Clause 3 amended in line 1 by 
Question proposed, That the wm of £6,720 leaving out the z••ords "thirty thousand and 

'or H ead 79-Nigerianisation Office-stand se1;enty" and inserting the words " eighty -one 
1 ' thousand, }lllr hundred and ten" and as amended 
part of the Schedule. d 

I h 
agree to. 

Mr Jaja Wachuku (:\ba): a\·e a very., 
short amendment. I want the Council of Postprmed Clause 4 agreed to. 
Ministers to bring it to the knowledge of the Title amended in line 1 by lem:ing out tire z~ords 
Nigerianisation Officer that he has b~en "thirty thousand and seventy" and inserting the 
commissioned by this House to be effective. zvords "eighty-one thousand, four hundred and 
Secondly, Sir, with regard to Item 6, Sub- tm". 
head 1, this House does not want this particular Bill to be reported. 
item to be passed, because it means that there Mr Speaker resumed the Chair. 
is a provision for possible expatriates. \V e Bill reported zvith Amendments (Title amended). 
do not want any expatriates in this particular 
case. So I would like the House to agree with Question proposed, That the Bill be now read 
me that Sub-head 6 be cut out. \Ve do not the-Third Time and passed. 
want it. There should be no expatriate in Question put and agreed to. 
that Department. Bill accordingly read the Third Time and 

And it being 5.45 p.m., the Chairman proceeded, passed. 
pursuant to Order (6th i\!Iarch) to put forthzuith 
the Question already proposed from the Chair. 

Adjournment 

Question, That £6,720 f or Head 79-
Nigerianisation Office-stand part of the Sche
dule, put and agreed to. 

The Chairman then proceeded fortlm~"th to 

The Chief Secretary of the Federation 
(Sir Ralph Grey) : Sir, I beg to move, That 
this House do now adjourn. 

The Attorney-General of the Federation 
(:VIr E. Unsworth): Sir, I beg to second. 
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Question proposed. A.tzs<uer-
Mr Speaker : The House knows tha t it is The Minister of Internal Affairs : Prison 

not usual t" r.a,·e anv remarks on the .-\ c\ iourn - _ buildings are of mu.d block and". corrugated 
-··· ·rncnt, c~:ccpt i\' hci1 ·a :\ !ember has ·the 'a, ree- iron roo fs in good condition witli: the excep

ment of a :\[in istcr to raise a certain subject, tion of the prison office and store wh ich have 
but in the particu lar circumstances, I think_. mat roofs. There buildings will be re-roofed 
the House will allow :\Ir Fani-Kayode to make with pan in the next financial year. The 
a fe\\· remarks. capacity of the prison is 90 prisoners and the 

Mr R. A. Fan;-Kayode ( If<! ) : I am extre- look-up to-day is 73. It is, therefore, not 
mely grateful to the Speaker and to the Council proposed to erect further prison accommoda
of :\Iinisters for allowing me to make a state- tion although existing buildings will receive 
ment. the usu:1l annual maintenance. Du ring the 

vear four two-roomed houses have been erected 
It is my desire, and I hope the desire of for warders and are nearing completion. 

all other i.\[embers of this House, to pay 
tribute to the late Dr. C. C. Adeniyi -Jones. Question-
He was \·irtua lly the Legislator of thiscount <y. W.l05. Mr L. A. Ning asked the Minister 
I think he served this cou:ltry in a Legislature of Internal Affairs:
for o\·er 17 years , and he was one of the 
earliest exponents in this fight a;;ain;t imperia
lism. Their own methods might be quit~ 
different, but we are all, I a;n su re , work.iag 
towards the same goal. 

That is all I ha \·c to say, :\fr Speaker. 
The Minister of Transport (:\-I. Abubakar 

Tafawa Balewa) : '.\Ir Speaker, Sir, th is is an 
occasion on which the Go vernment will 
ah\·a\·s be or.·.: \\·it h th-: 0Doo..:iti0 i1. \\·~ d -,, 
\'c ry. much. regret the ck:nh' of the gentleman 
who has bee:1 a great figure in :\igerian politics. 
and we really would like our sympathy, Sir, to 
be extended to his rdac i\·es by the people who 
were closely associated with him in this House. 

I support the previous speaker. 
Mr T. 0. S. Benson (Lagos West): I rise to 

support the two last speakers, Sir, and may the 
soul of the late Dr C. C. Adeniyi-Jones rest in 
peace. 

Question , That this House do nozu adjourn, put 
and agreed to. 

Resolved, That this House do now adjourn. 
Adjourned accordingly at si.~ minutes to si.>: 

o'clock until9 a.m. on Friday the 22nd of iVIarc!z, 
1957. 

QUESTIONS A.l'l'D WRITTEN A.l'l'SWERS 

Questio11-
W.91. Mr J. A. Effiong asked the Minister 

of Internal Affairs :-
If he is aware of the poor condition of the 

buildings of Her Majesty's Prison at Itu; and 
if he will consider providing new buildings 
there as soon as possible. 

If he is aware that the pt·isons and the 
general organisation in the prisons in. the 
Southern Cameroons are not satisfactory ; 
and if he will remedy this. 

A.mza r-
The Minister of Internal Affairs : It. is 

admitted that all the prisom in the Southern 
Cameroons are not entirely satisf:1ctory but 
it is not correct that the gen<!ral org1nisation 
is ddi::ient. .-\ fu li -time Sup~~· inccnJent of 
Prisons based on Buea has rec~ntly been 
appointed, who will inspect all the Prisons 
in the Southern Cameroons at least once a 
month. In the Financial year 19.57-58, 
necessary renovations will be done to the 
pitifons there to bring them up to a s:uisfactory 
condition. 

Question-
W.US. Mr F. T. Odum asked the Minister 

of Internal Affairs :-

If he is aware of the deplorable condition of 
the prison buildings and quarters in Ahoada ; 
and if he will take steps to improve them. 

AIIS'lOer-
Th~ Minister of Internal Affairs : Steps 

are bemg taken to improve the condition of all 
prison ~uil?ings and warders' quarters through
out Ntgena and the Cameroons and it is 
admitted that at present they leave much to be 
desired. Ahoada, however, has not been 
neglected as would appear to be the case from 
the wording of the question. During the 
period January, 1956, to January, 1957, the sum 
of £952 was being expended on building 
materials or an average of £10 per head per 
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prisoner. (Capacity 9+ prisoners). This is 
far higher than the general a,·erage over the 
country, that is,£ -16,000 for 1 I ,000 priso ners or 
· £-1-1 Os per head. 

Questio1l-
W.l17. Mr T . A. Ajayi asked the :\Iinistero f 

Internal Affairs :-
If he is aware of the deplorable condition of 

the prison in Ado-Ekiti in " ·hich the cells hm·e 
no ceiling ; ami if he will make funds m·ailablc 
for the improYemcnt of the building> in the 
interest of the health of the prisoners. 

Answer-
The Minister oflnternal Affairs : It is not 

correct that the condition of the priso ns in Ado
Ekiti is deplorable. It is true that the pan
roofed cells ha\·e no ceilings; but ceilings will 
be fitted to all these cells in the 19.57 -3S 
financial year. 

Question-
W.118. l\-1r T. A. Ajayi asked the :\Iinister 

of Communications and Asiatio n :-
Whl!n he proposes to fulfil his promise to 

build a Departmental Post Office at Ijcro and 
Ikole in Ekiti Division rcspecti\·ely . 

.4.n:i'1l.:er-
The Minister of Communications and 

Aviation : I am not aware that any special 
promise was ever given by me that a post office 
would be built at either Ijero or Ikole at any 
special time. The building of a post office 
has always been considered when the business 
done at a postal agency justifies the conversion. 
The amount of postal busines; transacted at 
the two existing postal agencies on the ne\\" 
basis of assessment is :-

Ijero 
Ikole .. 

13,011 
15,i74 

Conversion to post offices cannot theref?re 
be justified. There are m:1ny pl~ces do~ng 
far more business than Ikole or ljero whtch 
would have to be considered before them. 
I have however approved of the extension 
of the telephone service to give a call office 
service at both these places. 

Q:li!Siian-
W.lZ-1. Mr G. A. Ayim asked the Chief 

Sccret:1ry of the Fcdt:ration :-::- -·--.. ____ __ _ 
If he will state how m:~m· ;\fricans ha,·e been 

promoted to the post of Commissioners in the 
:\ige ria Police force wi thin the past ten yea rs. 

...!nszccr-
The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 

:\unc, Sir. 
0.22. l\'!r S. S. Tarka t!sk·:d the \[ inister of 

;:oci;tl Services :-
\\'hcthcr he will conside r increasing the 

grants- in-aid to Chris tian and :\[oslem mission
o.ry institutions. 
.-lnsz:.:Pr-

The Minister of Social Services : :\o, 
Sir. Grants-in-aid hl \'C reccnt!v bee n 
increased under the Education (Grant-in-.-\id) 
(.-\m-:nd ment) Regubtions, I <).)i :mel no further 
increases are contemplatt!d. 

Q::<•stion-
0.158. Mr C. 0. Komol:lfe asked the 

:\Iinister of Social Services :-
If he will state the number of cases of 

di.'~~scs of the e':es tre~t~d bv the E\·e 
Specialist attached· to the Gene;:1l Hospital 
in Lag0s in the last ye:~r . 

.-ins;~·cr-

The l\'{inister of Social Services : 6,.5.3+, 
Sir. 
Question-

0 .209. Mr F. N. E. Ngale asked the :\Iinister 
of Social Services :-

If he will take steps to appoint a re;:-resenta
tive from the Southern Cameroons to the 
Council of the University College, lbadan, 
and the Council of the Nigerian College of 
Technology. 
Answer-

The Minister of Social Services : Yes, 
Sir. Government will consider any suitable 
candidates from the Southern Cameroons 
when next vacancies occur on these bodies. 
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HOuSE OF REPRESENTATIVES Trunk Road A 1, Widening in Ilorin South. 
N IGERIA It is proposed to incur a total amou nt of £1,660 

The House met at 9 a.m. 

PRAYE RS 

(.\lr Speaker in the Chair) 

PAPERS 

Mr Speaker : I ha\·e to announce that the 
following Papers, already distributed to Mem
bers, are deemed to have been laid on the 
Table:-

(1) Report on the International Labour 
Conference, 3<Jth Session, held in Geneva 
from the 6th to the 28th June, 1956 :
S essional Paper .Vo. 7 of 1957; 

(2) Statement on the Policy proposed by 
the Government of the Federat ion for the 
Development of Telecommunications within 
Nigeria: S essional Paper No.8 of 1957. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

SuPPLY (SEV-ENTH ALLOTTED D.w): Co~t~IITTEE 
H ouse in Committee. 

HEAD 602.-H!GHW.WS A!-;0 BRIDGES 

The Financial Secretary of the Federa
tion (Mr F. D. C. Williams) : Sir, I beg to 
move, That the expenditure from the De\·elop
ment Fund of Fi \·e Million, Four Hundred and 
Forty-six Thousand, Nine Hundred and 
Ninety Pounds for the purposes set out in the 
draft Estimates of Capital Expenditure, 1957-58, 
under Head 602-Highways and Bridges-be 
approved. 

This, Sir, is the first of five Resolutions 
;eeking the authority of this House for the 
~xpenditure set out in the Capital Estimates 
:ontained in the blue pages in the volume of 
:!raft Estimates that is in the hands of hon. 
Vlembers. Head 602 appears at pa.,.es 182 to 
184. 

0 

Sir, I beg to move. 

The Minister of Works (Alhaji M. Inuwa 
!\'ada): Sir, I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 

Oba Adetunji Aiyeola, Afolu II The 
:~si ofMakun _(Ijebu Remo) : !VIr Ch;irman, 
•tr, I . do . not. WJsh to be accused of being 
epet~ttve tn thts House but I particularly wish 
l refer to an Item, Sub-head 28 of Head 602, 

on this road. 
Whilst, l\Ir Chairman, I ha-ve ~~rhi~-g-~g-;i ~~-t -------

the widening of roads in Ilor in , I think that it is 
essential that the road passing through Shagamu 
to Ibadan should also be widened. As I said 
yesterday, I made a representation to the 
l\'Iinister of Works-about the widening of the 
Trunk A road through Shagamu las t year. 
Although, Sir, the ;\Iinister assured me that 
he would cause investigations to be made as to 
what compensation Go\·ernment would pay to 
the owners of the Houses that would be pulled 
down in the process, yet nothing has been done 
so far . 

l\'Ir Chairman, it is essential, owing to the 
volume of trade that is being carried on in 
Shagamu at this time, that thi:> road should be 
widened in order to lessen the wa\·e of accidents 
which occur in that place from time to time, and 
also to facilitate improvement in the heavy 
traffic that passes through Shagamu every day. 
As I said yesterday, the people are willing to 
have their houses pulled down for any reason
able compensation that Government will be 
willing to pay. At the present time they do not 
ask for a by-pass because if a by-pass were to be 
provided it has to be provided on marshy 
ground which will cost Government a huge 
amount of money. 

Mr Chairman, I beg to support. 

Mr M. A. 0. Olarewaju (South Ilorin) : Mr 
Chairman, Sir, it is my concern to point out 
what anomalies there are with regard to the 
esbolishment on this side of the allocation. 

Throughout the Northern Region, Sir, over 
five-ton lorries are not allowed to pass owing 
to the bad condition of the bridges. About 
£4-i million was voted last vear under this same 
Head for Highways and Bridges, but nothing 
has been done to reinforce the already bad 
bridges in the North to allow all types of 
vehicles to ply as• in other Regions. 

Last year the sum of £5,000 was voted for 
tarrin~ of T~nk roads in Ilorin township 
but, smce that ttme, we have seen nothing done. 

Last year I made a complaint about several 
bridges on Trunk Road A 13, that is on the 
Ilorin-Kabba road, which are in very bad 
conditi~n . With this amount for Highways 
and Bndges I would be very pleased if all 
these bad bridges can be repaired to good 
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standard. I am grateful to the i\Iinister of \\·ay:> and Bridges we all ough t to agree with 
\\"orks for his recent extensio n of his i\Iini:> trv's the hon. iVIinister tha t he has really got his 
service to part of Trunk :\ road in my consti- -. programn~ mo\·ing nO\\". He proposes to 
·tu·ency, but I ·\\·ou ld still like to point out ro·- spend o\·e,~ £2 million this year, whereas las t 
him that anyth ing done by half is better not year it was only a li ttle over half a million. 
done, and anything done by half is not done Strange though it may seem, it is not easy to 
well. So, apar t from ~c sectio n that is to be :>pend money on capital projects, and I think 
tarred I would like to see that all bad and we all ought to be d<:lighted to see how well 
appalling bridges which he has seen himself he is getting on. 
during his recent tour to that part of the Yesterdav, the Hon. the Leader of the 
country are repaired. Opposition' raised a point on the carrying 

With these few remarks, Sir, I beg to support. capacity of our bridges . I remember last 
year speaking on this subject, and the hon. 

Mr A. E. Ukattah (Bende) : i\Ir Chair- the Minister replying that since the \\"ar all 
man, Sir, in suppo rting this l\Iotion I would new bridges had been built to a specific 
lik~ to begin by congratulating the :\ Iinister standard and since 1955 that standard has 
of Works on his intention to tar a sect ion of been raised from 12 unirs to 16. I t hink all 
Trunk Road :\ 3, passing through my consti- hon. Members here would like his confirmation 
tuency, Bende Di \·ision. The tarr ing of that that there has been no change in policy because 
road, Sir, is definite ly O\·e rdue and the delay it is only by the use of large \·ehicles that 
in tarring is due to the F edaal Government's economic transport can really be carried out 
rigid policy with regard to Federal Go1·ernment in a large country such as this. 
projects in the Regions. 

By this policy when the Federal Go\·ern
ment has any work in any of the Regions the 
P.W.D. of that Region is expected to take up 
the work. .-\nd that is done on reimbursement. 
That Regional P.\V.D. may ha\·e no time for 
the work on account of the fact that it has 
its own Regional commitments. ::-iow, when 
this happens one would expect that the Federal 
Government would allow that work to go to 
any pri1·ate contractor or organisation, but 
that does not happen unless the Regional 
P.W.D. agrees to supervi~ the work. 

That is why, Mr Chairman, year in and year 
out, money is 1·oted for one and the same 
project which is ne\·er done. This, i\Ir 
Chairm:m, is precisely the point I am calling 
on the Go\·ernment to reconsider. If the 
Regional P.W.D. cannot take up the work nor 
find time to supervise, then where suitably 
qualified and efficient private contractors an: 
available, by all means let the work be given 
out to them. i\Ir Chairman, this will eliminate 
the vexing situation of work for which money 
has been voted remaining undone every year. 
I am calling on the Hon. the Minister of 
Works to take special note of this point. 

Mr Chairman, I beg to support. 

There is, ho\\·ever, one point in this Head 
which does concern me. I refer to sub-he:~d J , 
the Maiduguri-Ba·ma Road, and to its ex
tension from Barna to the frontier which last 
year was sub-head 10 but this year, although 
it appears in the Estimates, it has not got a 
head. In fact if you look on the right hand 
side the matter is in abeyance, it hasn' t got 
a Head any longer. 

Last year in the \\"hite Paper on the Eco
nomic Programme, it stated that owing to 
lack of decision on the part of the French 
Government, the !'<igerian Government is 
going to build a new international road from 
Maiduguri through Bama and down to the 
South East. In this year's Report on the 
Economic Programme, it says that the section 
from Maiduguri to Bama will shortly be 
going out to contract but that the extension 
southwards is difficult and that discussions 
have taken place with the French Government. 

Earlier in this Session the Minister mention
ed that he has provided money for the improve
ment of the Combe Bridge ; he also said that 
one of the functions of Trunk A road was to 
cover the international roads. Now the road 
from Maiduguri to the Gambaru Bridge and on 
to our boundary, is the only existing link with 

Mr F. E. Turton-Hart : Mr Chairman, I Fort Lamy and the French Lake Chad area. 
am speaking in support of this Head and I Over this road every ye:~r pass many tons of 
think if we examine the amount of money that goods which produce revenue, not only to the 
is going to be spent this year on our High- country by virtue of import duties, but freight 
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to the Rail way. \\"hen the Rail11·ay is extenJed 
to :\Iaidugur i I would assume. that c1·cry 
cxtr""l_tOl} of fre ight that is ava ilable, not only . 

·-- upwarJs but -al:;o .Jownlhlrds;· is ·required · to -
make it an economic proposition. 

cul-de-sac, because at the moment it would 
appear tha t th..: French have no intention of 
spcndin; a lor_of th..:ir mo:1.ey to connect .up .. 
with this new .road. Surely; -if we are going 
to spe nd a lot of money, we shou ld make quite 

The French have been ~1rrying out large 
ag ricultural dc,·elopments 1n the Lake Chad 
arc:1, and if there is a good roaJ to ::\Iaiduguri 
a lot of that woulJ be expo n ed o1·erscas th m '.!Jh 
::\igeria with consequent aJ,·antage to our o;,·n 
Rai],,·ay anJ our own revenue. But the 
existing roaJ from :\Iaiduguri to the Gambaru 
BriJge is not a Trunk :\ road, it is an inter
national road ; it is carrying our traffic now, 
but it is not a Trunk A road . An altermti1·e, 
produceJ I understand by the i\Iinister, is this 
other extension to 13am:t. But it is not open 
now and I \\'Ould suggest that our approach to 
this problem has been incorrec t in the past. 
I believe that French opinion has always been 
firm on this subjec t. They built a road from 
Fort Lamy, with funds which I believe came 
from the U nited States, to the Gambaru Bridge, 
they made quite a good road of it and, as is 
the way of their rather logical thinking, they 
say "we built a road ; if you want our tratlic 
you repair your exis ting road ; if we are going 
to build a new ro.d , if we, the French, arc 
going to bu ild a new roaJ, 1\'t: will build it in 
such a way that it will allow transport of our 
goods from our ports to our own towns." 

I suggest that if we want to keep the revenue 
that we get from this transit traffic through 
to Fort La my, we ought to do ~mcthing thi> 
yea r. As the extension from Barna is in 
abeyance, it would look as if we were not 
going to do anything next year either. 

The Minister has got £! million allocated 
to this road from :v!aiduguri to Barna and this 
is a considerabh: sum of money to spend on 
what is approximately 45 miles of road. If 
the Minister could divert funds to improving 
the Gambaru Bridge last year, 1 would suggest 
that he could divert some of this £! million to 
improving the road from Maiduguri to this 
Bridge. This road is in use now, it is an 
international road ; 1 do not think it is classified 
as such and I would suggest it ought to be. It 
seems to me, from the business point of view, 
that if you are going to spend money 011 a road 
and a lot of money, you want a return from it. 
If we are going to proceed with the proposed 
extension of A 1 through Barna, having spent 
our £} million and some more, we end in a 

sure that we are going to get a return from it. 

There is another point which worried some 
of us la>t year and that is the ques tion of 
Trunk A 3 road from Port Harcourt to Aba. 
(!lear, hPar) . :\11 the goods for the Southern 
Section of the Eastern Region han! to b..: 
t:·anspnrted into that area from Port Harcourt 
by ro:Jd and the proJuce ev<~cuateJ down that 
road, and the Hon. Minister of Transport 
confirmed this earlier on this w::ck. :\ow, Sir, 
last year, due only to the verv enercret ic ac tion 
taken by the hon. :\Iinister, this roa

0

d was kept 
open and there is still concern that in the 
coming wet season the road will be closed, 
and I would much hope for confirmation from 
the l\ [inister that something is going to . be 
done aboLtt thts road . When he was speakmg 
ycstcrJay on this subject, I did not hear anv 
reference to this section of .-\ 3. ~ 

Sir, there is also :1 que: tion of Sub-head 20, 
which is the Ijebu-Ode-Benin road. This 
is a m0st impon :u1t E:1st to \\"e-st link and 
providing that the heaviest ,·chicles can travel 
along it_. it will be a great impro1·ement to the 
evacuatiOn of produce from that area and for 
the connection of the Eastern and \V estern 
R~gions. According. to the White Paper 
thts year, the road wtll be completed this year 
and I notice in the Estimates that then: is no 
provision for any expendi ture on it in subse
quent years, but this road has not been tarred. 
I do not think in that type of country it will 
~v~r be satisfactory to heavy transport unless 
It IS tarred. It would be, I think, of great 
assistance to us if the Minister would confirm 
that provision in this five-year economic plan 
has been made for the tarring of the whole of 
this road. 

Now, Sir, there is just one more point and 
that is the international road to the West 
the A 5. This road is our connection with th~ 
French Territory to the West and to Ghana. 
In Ghana their international roads are absolute
ly first class. It is possible and it is worth 
while to send goods between the two countries 
and this is taking place now. 

:'\nyone who has been to the Customs post at 
Ich_r?ko would see large numbers of lorries 
W<~ttmg to go through. But traffic on this road 
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between Lagos and :\cera is limited by the great dea l of effo rt tn ge t an idea of \\'here th 
car rying capacity of the Ajilcte bridge which French authorit ies wanted us to li nk with them 
is a temporary one. Last year , the i\Iinister :\ lot of negotiation and correspondence 
to ld us that arrangements had been made to went on "out --rio" ·S:lusractr1~.' co ndu~ i o a wa; 
sut•:ey this bridge with a view to replac ing it. arri1·ed at. So, Si r, it was ·decided b st year 
I think the sum im·oh·ed is £25,000 of wh ich that a delegat ion of the Fede ral Gon:rnment 
£12,000 was spent last year and about £12,000 should go to Fort Lamy anJ I had the honou r of 
is due for expenditure this yea r. Sir, if the leading that delegation in September las t year. 
su n ·ey is not going to be completed by the end Here, Sir, if yo u will allow- me, I 11·ant to 
of this year, the chances of getting a new bridge seize the oppo rtunity to thank the Fre nc h 
in the next fi\·e years seems a li ttle doubtful and :\uthoritics and to show our g ratitude for the 
it seems wrong that the whole of the t r:~fiic on wonderful way they recei,·ed us. They re 2 lly 
th is road should be limited to one bridge and treated us \·cry well. 1 must admit that I was 
that our international link to the West, which I surprised. \ \"hen our charter pb.nc bndcd at 
feel sure hon. !\!embers would like to improve, Fort Lam}·, I saw a wonde rful guard of honour 
should remain so limited for a considerable 

drawn up at the ai rport. I though t it was a 
time. It is, no doubt , a difficu lt enginee ring French Go,·ernor coming, bu t 11-hen the .-\ cting 
problem but many more di fficu lt ones have Go\·erno r of the French T erritory came to 
been overcome and [ hope this one will be meet me, he said "the guard of honour is for 
overcome too . you". (Hear, hear) So, Sir, I was simply 

I would like to close by s:~y i ng that I would n't thri lled. :\ t once, [ learn t how to walk like 
like anything that I have just said to be con - a soldier and picked up my steps like the 
sidered as cri ticism of the hon. i\[ inister . Governor-General and we ntacrflss . (.--l.pplause) . 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun West): Don't 
be afraid. 

Mr F. E. Turton-Hart : Like another hon. 
Ministe r yes terday, Sir, I think I am enti tled to 
say that I am not really afraid of anyo ne . But 
the hon. i\Iinister under discussion, the 
Minister of \Vorks, is a friend of mine ; I do 
appreciate what he has done and I do hope that 
more money can be made available to him for 
carrying on his very good work, and if there is 
anything that I personally could do to help him , 
I would be delighted to do so. (Applause). 

The Minister of Wo11l:s (Alhaji the hon. 
Inuwa Wada) : (Some lzon. i\1/embers: It is 
too early.).. Mr Chairman, Sir, I quite agree 
it is very early but I feel I should be answering 
the various comments of Members by instal 
ments, otherwise I may forget what has been 
said. With your indulgence, Sir, I want to 
start with what my hon. Friend, i\'Ir Turton
Hart, has said and then go backwards. 

The hon. Member, Sir, spoke of the impor
tant road linking N igeria with French Chad, 
that is A. 21. It is indeed an international road 
but at the same time, Sir, it is also a Trunk 
A road in that it is financed and maintained 
with Federal funds . \Veil, the question of this 
road, Sir, is a very interesting one. M y 
predecessor, the hon. i\Iinister of Transport , 
when he was also the Minister of Works, put a 

\\"ell , in fact, Sir, myself and the officiaL; with 
whom I went to Fort Lamv were \·erv, ver~· 
gene rous ly treated by the Fr~nch ; they .tre:tted 
U5 ;·ery well and r \',':\rlt to Flacc th!s on recorc . 

Sir, we had a very useful conference with 
the French. They explained to U3 their 
difficulties. There is one thing which is not 
generally known : the French Chad is admi· 
nistered separa tely from the French Cameroons . 
French Chad is administered from Brazza
ville in F rench Equatorial Africa, and the 
road leading from Maiduguri-Bama-Dar-el
Jimal joins the French Cameroons which is 
administered from Douala. So that is the 
position, Sir. The French told us they sunk a 
lot of money in the improvement of their road 
and they were not very wi lling to agree to alter 
their road as we suggested, and, in any case, 
they said that there in Fort Lamy they could 
not~ give us a categorical answer ; they had to 
refer the matter to Brazzaville and to Paris. 
Well, we discussed a lot of things and in the 
end we also invited them to come to Nigeria 
some time this year for further discussions. 

'Vel!, since our arrival we have also been 
in touch with them and we have been doing 
a lot of things. An aerial survey has now been 
carried out from Maiduguri towards Gambaru. 
If hon. Members remember, I said in what 
my friend the Leader of the Opposition termed 
my Annual Report, that a sum of £50,000 
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in taki ng upon himself all the duties as~ ~gncd levels that plagues other Nigerian technical 
to him by stepping into every_part of r-; tgena services and, like them, must now depend 

___ iucluding . the. Southcrn_Ca()leroQ!)_s to se~Jo r and will continue to depend for some time 
himself the di ffe rent co ndttwns of all the ---- on non-N igerian personnel. There is a 
Federal road:; and works. serious shortage of engineers which not 
M~hairman, the able Minister did not all only slows down and sometimes even _h~lts 

the time sit in his office nor in his house to operations, but also affects the trammg 
· · · 1 · and supervision of overseers." enjoy the comfort of his mtmstena mce 

cushion chairs. The able i\ltntster, Str, Well, I readjust the end: 
together with all his staff_ des_erve showers of "Some fifty additional inspectors of works 
praise from all stdes ot thts hon. H ouse. would be needed for the proposed pro-
(Loud applawe). I may sa~ , Str, that the hon. gramme. Expatriate personnel is still ncces-
lVIinistcr is more than a stogie :VItmster : he · h 
is a :\Iinister and a half of a Minister put sary, but should be easier to recrutt t an 

ld engineers. Some countries, for example 
tocre ther. Sir, if I had the power I wou 1 k"ll d " 1 · Italy, are known to have high y s 1 e 
reco mmend twice as much of his tota reqUtre- technicians in this field. It should be 
ment for the coming financial year 19.57-58. possil:ile within a period of ten years to trai_n 

Before I take my seat, Sir, I beg to wish the enough Nigerians to fill these posts. Thts 
hon. able Minister a happy new financial year, training can be provided in local technical 
more courage endurance and greater sucess. schools with one or two years' training 
(Hear, hear.) ' I hope he will_get a nice big in the service itself." 
,,·hip with which to chase all hts staff to cause 
them to make a better pavement on our roads This is the portion on which I would like 
leading to :;elf-government in 19.59 which is the Minister to assure us ~at he is acting on 
now under consideration. (Loud applause.) this particular recommendation of the Inter-

! national Bank Mission. Chief S. L. Akintola (Oshun West) : i\ r 
Chairman, Si r, I hope the :Hinister of Works 
will pardon me for breaking the monotony of 
this endless encomium. I would start by 
asking for an assurance from him on one 
particular point. 

Last year we provided £2.7 million on this 
particuiw Head of the Estimates and I presume 
that we provided that not just because that was 
the maximum we could afford last year, but 
because we reckoned that the executive capacity 
of his Department is sufficient to give us maxi
mum benefit from this vote. Now I say that 
because those who are familiar with the Inter
national Bank Mission Report would remember 
that the Report stressed lack of perso~nel in the 
Public ·works Department and certam recom
mendations were made to improve the position. 
Whether the recommendations have been 
acted upon or not the Minister has not been 
able to tell us. I refer particularly to the point 
made by the International Bank Mission on the 
question of staffing of the Department. 

Now I refer to page 325 of the International 
Bank M ission Report, with the permission of 
the Chairman. The section dealing with that 
personnel reads as follows : 

"The road organisation 
same shortage of trained 

suffers from the 
personnel at all 

Now, the only point to which I would 
invite the attention of the Minister is the 
amount we are spending on the maintenance 
of our roads. We like tarred roads, bituminous 
surface is very dear to our hearts, but I am 
afraid whether we are not spending too much 
on maintaining these bituminous roads .. Is 
it not time for us to start some sort of mvesuga
tion and research into finding ways and means 
of lengthening the lives of our bituminous 
roads ? The cost of one mile of what one 
may describe as tarred road is now as high 
as £3,500, that is to tar one mile of road. If I 
am wrong the hon. Minister should put me 
right. And what is the expec:ed life ?f this 
road ? ·within three years 1t detenorates 
and resurfacing is necessary. I think that 
this is an abnormally high cost of maintenance. 

I do not blame the Minister for it nor do 
I blame anybody in particular in the Depart
ment. But can we afford this excessive cost 
of maintenence ? Is it not time for us to 
start making investigation as to ways and 
means of lengthening the lives of our roa~s ? 
I think it is a serious problem and a solutwn 
must be found. It will be more and more 
serious when the length of our bituminous 
roads increases. It will mean that every 
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three or four yea rs wt: must fi nd sufficient company I would like the :\Iinist<.:r to know 
money to re-tar the whole of the length of that he has not satisfied tht: wishes of the 
trunk roads 'A'. This 11·o uld mean if 'X' is :\{embers- of this hon . House. There are 
the I_c,n¥th of the road the cost wi! C-n;;;;;;·-.:-x..-------;na-r1y of our- contractors wh-o can ea~ il y expand 
>-. £.),:>UU c1·c ry three or fou r years . I hope if only the faciliti e:; of g i1·ing equipment arc 
the ;\ftntstcr will bt! able to enlighten the extended to them and I hope the ~-li ste r 
House_ as to what he is doing in order to fine! will carry out the wishes of this House by 
a solutton to thts rather intriguing problem. p roviding our contractors with the tool:; with 

I not .ce tl fi : b 1 1 t. 1 . E . which to -do the job. By some arrangement 
t on 1e rst >U - lea( o t 11s -·:; tunate h 1 d · f b 

" Ro·tc! E · " 1 h .d d t e c c uctton or repayment mav e made , qUtpmcnt t 1at t t: amo unt pron e f 1 k · h · 
i:; up to £2·H,+OU. In othe r ,1.ords it is the ou t o t 1e wor · gt,·en to t esc: contractors. 
Go,·e rnment of the Federa tion, or to be preci:>e, The next point I would like to raise i:; in 
the. Public ~\-o rks Departme nt tha t supplies connection wi_th our bridges. I repeat . that 
etjutpment tor the const ruct ion and mainte- we all . apprectate the fact that these bn dges 
nance of our roads . I am quite sure that old are now being replaced. :\Iany of th<: m are 
:\!embers of the Finance Comm ittee will being repaired. But I am not quite sure 
remember \Vhat argument arose on this 11·hether the l\Iinister is acting in strict acco r
particular point. \\"hen we gi 1·c ou 1· 11·o rk 01·e r dance with the 1rishes of thi:; hon . House. 
to contractors \l·e more or less supplv all the Those who are familiar with the Report 
tools 1\·ith which the job wo ul d be do-ne. \\·e of the International Bank :\·fission 11·ill remem
supply them with ~ractors , 11·e supply them ber that_ a l_ot \\:as said abo~t the single-lane 
\nth 1·anous types of tlungs. bn dges m ::\ tgena, and to retre:>h the memory 

of Members, with the permission of the 
Chairman, I will read ju:>t a short extract from 
it. 

I am not quarrelling in part icular 11·ith that . 
If you \\·ant the job to be done expeditiously 
I thtnk we must prO\·ide ou r contractor:; wi th 
the too ls \l-ith 11:hich to do the job. But my 
maul pomt ts thts : tf by p ro1·id ing these tools 
we are acting strictly in accordance with the 
recommendations of the In te rnatio nal Bank 
:VIission, I think ,,.e should extend this parti
cular generosity to the ind igenous contractors. 
If the :\Iinister \\·ould extend it to them ,,·e 
will be able to hand more \l·ork to our own 
indigenous contractors. .\ high percentage 
of our road contracts is beina handled now 
by fo c.,ign contra.:tors. "' 

The foreign contractors are rather ingenious 
and I do not want Members to mi:;quote me. 
They resort to one very expert ingenuity of late. 
~?at !s, a foreign contractor wishing to come to 
Nt~ena,_ k~owin~ the temper of the age-the 
nattonahsttc feehng of the people, might come 
by the back door and say, I ,,-ill just mention 
an example, to Chief Onvia, '"\\"e would like 
to have you on our direc.torate. You do not 
put a penny there, we make use of your name 
to decorate our letter-head and to allay the 
fe~rs and suspicions of people like Jaja 
\\•achuku." So the letter-head goes out and 
one of the directors is hon. Chief Onyia and 
they pay him a princely sum of say £ +00. 
That does not make that firm of contractors 
an indigenous company. I do not quarrel 
wtth that but if any contract is gi,·en to such a 

On page 323 b st paragraph but one it says : 
' ·Single-lane bridges present no problem on 
local roads where traffic is light. But on 
he;:wily travelled roads, particularly on those 
20 feet wide, the occurrence of bridges at 
short intervals siO\\·s down traffic and increases 
the dang~ r of accidents. The :\ Iiss ion there
fore re~ommends the widening to two-lane 
,,·idth of the numerous short bridges on ~.-o 
main roads." 

I would therefore appeal to the hon. ;'viinister 
to accept the recommendations of the Inter
national Bank Mission on this particular aspect. 
Our bridges should not only be renewed but 
let them be widened so that thev can take 
two vehicles at one and the same tim'e. I think 
that this will be economic in the long run. If 
we do not do it now, considering the alarming 
rate at which the number of vehicles in the 
country increases, we will be forced to do it 
,,·ithin the next five or ten years and the cost 
then may be much more excessive than it i:; at 

· the moment. 

There is also one point raised in the Report 
\l·hich the Minister does not appear to haYe 
acted upon. We talk very much of our tarred 
roads and the bituminous surfacing of roads. 
We must however face facts. It will be manv 
many years from now before the whole length dt 
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Trunk -~ roads can be eompclte ly tarred . :\ s somebody said yc5tcrday too, it is not 
:Vbny of them will remain untarred for a possible for us to depend mainly on the P.\V.D. 
number of_ yearo not because \\"e d()_ n_?~-~~t~~~~use~ no~0d~ - s_L![?t:r_,· i?<,:S _tj1e wgrk Jonc_ by 

··tar _them : on e reaso n 15 because of our tunas the !' .\\ .D. I t our contractors are g t,·en the 
~vluch may no t be adequate for it, and the other opportuni ty to take some of this wo rk from 
ts that e\·en ,,·here we ha,·e the funds our P.\V .D. it " ·ould be proper for the P.\\' .... to 
e~ecutive capacity may no t be ab le to keep pace ha,·e their o\\·n men to supcn·ise the "·ork of 
wtth our desire . \\"hat is to be done in the these contractors· if we do that it will 
mcan t i ~ne ? \\ "e have o_ur earth road which is minimise aLl this' huge expenditure' on our 
mamtamed at the mome nt bv hand. The roads. 
Inte rnational Bank i\fiss ion told us that there 
cou ld be mechanised maintenance of earth road . 
The cost of it apparently " ·ill be much hiuhc r 
than it is now but in the long run it ,,·ill be ~ore 
economic because the mechanically maintained 
earth road wi ll last much longe r and it will be 
mo re economic to maintain after a number of 
years than what is being done now with gangs of 
labourers who " ·o rk merely \\·ith hands. 

I hope tha t our bon. i\Iinister wi ll be ab le to 
allay our fears that he is not only tarring the 
roads but that he has also a scheme of main tain 
ing the roads that are not tar red . \ \'hich one 
leads to self-go,·ernment in 1939 I do not know. 
\\"hethcr it will be the tarred road , the bitumi
nous road or the earth, I hope the hon. Minister 
will show us the road. 

Hon. Members : All of them. 

Mr H. 0. Chuku (Bende) : i\Ir Chairman, it 
was g ratifying to hear from the bon. Minister of 
Works yesterday that the Trunk A road Aba
Umuahia-Okig"·i-Oji River will be tarred 
immediately after a contract has been signed 
sometime in .-\pril of this year. I would also 
appeal to the hon. Minister that before he 
concludes his agreement he must ha,·e to 
include ille widening of the roads and bridges 
of this particular Trunk A road. It docs not 
only make for economy, it is also going to 
satisfy the constant agitation by the hon. 
M embers of this House from that particular area. 
The people from that area have no other trans
port facilities for the evacuation of their produce 
to Port Harcourt wharf other than that road. 

So I will appeal to the able Minister to take 
also into consideration the importance of 
produce in the economy of this country. 

0; ow that the money is available for this \York 
I must add that the so-called w idening and 
ta rring of the Port Harcourt-Aba Road is not 
satisfacto rv. Sometimes , when this road is 
sort of repaired , after the first rain the tar is 
washed off and becomes bumpy and the road 
is impassable during that particular period. 

I must also co ngratulate the Minister of 
Works for his past acti\·ities and I have high 
hopes for this yea r now the funds fo r the job 
have been doubled. 

\\"i th these few remarks, I beg to support. 

Alhaji Aminu Tafida (:\"orth \~"est Sokoto): 
:\Ir Chairman, S ir, I rise to support this H ead 
and, in doing so, I should like to convey a 
message of congratu lation from my Const i
tuency to the Minister of Wo rks fo r the great 
and valuable work s tarted on the Sokoto- I! lela 
Road. 

i\Ir Chai rman, S ir , whi le I say we are grateful 
for the effort of this Government in general in 
the improvement of trunk A roads in Sokoto 
Province , yet I should like to point out there is 
st ill more room for further impro,·cment. The 
essential improvements that are urgently 
required are the widening of bridges and cul
verts and strengthening of the deserved bends 
on the Sokoto-Gusau Road. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

Mr P. Aiyuk (:VIamfe) : I rise to support th':" 
expenditure u nder this Head. When the 
Minister of Works outlined the programme of 
,,·ork yesterday I wanted to congratulate him 
but I had not the opportunity ; I am, therefore, 
taking this opportunity to thank him for his 
unbroken effort to improve the Federal road 
system of this country, most especially as he 
has endeavoured to pay a recent visit to the 
Cameroons. But I would have liked him to 
do this during the rains ; he would have seen 
for himself the reasons for the repeated com
plaints in this House. 

I would like to say, Mr Chairman, that we 
have always urged the unity of N igeria, and 
arc constantly looking for doctors to cure the 
disease which affects the unity of Nigeria, and 
that the l\-I inister of Works is one of these 
doctors. If the different parts of Nigeria have 
to link together, I think road communication 
is one of the important things that will bring 
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about the unity of the coun try. \\'ith good :\"ow, Sir, the :\[inister has received enough 
road commun icat ion [ think it will be possible congratulation and enough encom ium. There 
fo r the pcopk of the Ji ffercnt pa rt~ of :\"igc ria is this poin t I want to make : while we are 

___ ____ to n'llngle toget h~~ iwd _understand themselves. - ·.grateful for the impro1·ement that has been 
---· --.. . --·. _ · ·· ~ . , , . . . . . go ing on for some time no11·, I want to point 

I ' " ' h to ,ay_ th.lt I ha ' e to be repet ltl\ c ll1 out that on the Enugu-Onitsha-O werri Road 
mak~g compla111ts about th,e, Federal roads 111 there are two bridges; one ha:; been co mpleted 
the Souther_n Came roo~s . " ~here I S a pro1·e rb on the Enugu Road and another has been 
111 my '_e rnacular that . . If a chtld docs n~~ completed but the approaches are not vet 
stop cry111g, the mother \\· Ill not stop smgw g. 1 t ·d ' 
I h h h \ [" . f \ \' k corn p e e . 

"·as appy to note t at t e · tnls~e r 0 ' or ·s There is one small br id"e at m ile 33. This 
mentiOned that the approaches ot trunk road . . . . d " · .1-. A. + r· b d ;1,[ ~ o· . . I l b bndge IS at a \ cry angerous comer, lmrnec ta-
- · to -...urn a an . ' ' arn _e 1\"ISIO!l 1'H een tely after the ne,~· bridge . I \l·oncLr why the 
tarred but I was d lsappo111ted. when_ he men- Public \Yorks Department did not consider it 
ttoncd that the rcma111111g sect iO n ot the road t fi · h h k h . d t 
is beina sun·eved for reconstruction and necessary 0 . ms t e "·or: on t IS roa a 

. " , · . . once because trnmedtateh· one comes down thts 
tarnng : tnat pn:scnt continuous tense IS what 'h f d h · · d . t 1 h [" . ... . stretc o roa , at t e corner 1mme 1a e y 
gave r;;e t e ( tsappoll1trnent- ts bemg sur- following one finds this bridae. It is a ver~· 
veycd. If m\· memory sen·es · me well, I d ' b "d " d k s 
thought this road was sun·eyed last yea r by hangerol us . n geh, . verythnarrtow, an I rn~ ·e 
the Federal su n ·ev team and I do not know ea~d·y thorncs cra:>b mtot_ t' e s ream.! udn er-t 

h 
h h" ' h b 1 d stan at a num er o nern are c ragge ou 

w_ et. er t 1s sun·ey . as not een comp ete . by the Shell Com pam· workers. T his is a 
It thts road ts still bemg sur:·eyed, _when was dancrer that exists and. will continue to exist 
the sun:ey started and when IS It g_omg to end unl:ss somethincr is done to rebuild that 
before tnc contracts are dra•sn up ~ · 1 b ·d " 

. .. . . . par~tcu ar n ge. 
I would ltke the :\-Itmst~r of \\ orks to g1 ve Turning to the Onitsha-Om::rri- .-\ba road, 

me an assurance that the amount which has we are thankful that a new bridge has been put 
be_en voted for thi~ sect~on of tt:e road under up across the Ulas i. That one is getting on 
thts H ead, whtch IS £b0,000, ts not handed well and the bend there is bein cr straicrhtened. 
over to the P .\V.D . again to be ,,·asted aml that There was a time when I w~s nick-named 
the contr~cts will be drawn up and that this Njaba Bridge; I am glad, S ir, that that bridge 
amount wtll be handed o\·er to the contractors. has been completed and is now in use. 1-Iow-

i\Ir Chairman I becr to support. e\·er, Sir, I wonder whether the :Yiinister will 
• ' 

0 
, drive down there to see the big bend after mile 

_The Chalrman : I shall ca ll upon ,vi r 11 from Owerri to .-\ba. I know that if this 
\ \- ~chuku to speak next. I must ask the bend is straightened it mav be an inducement 
Mmtster to speak at about twenty_- fi ve p~st, to drivers to drive fast and. damage the bridge 
because we ha1·e_two H eads ~o do thts rnornmg as quickly as possible. I hope that an impro"",'e-
-the other one ts a pretty b1g one. ment can be made. 

Mr Jaja Wachuku (Aba): I shall not take 
very long, Mr Chairman. 

During the last Budget Session I think I was 
one of the severest critics of the Public Works 
Department. Then we said that they were 
asleep and that they should be named the 
Pubiic Waste D epartment. But now, Sir, 
there are signs of improvement. E\·ery one of 
us has been supplied with a road map so that, 
when we talk about trunk A roads, what we 
are talking about is clearer because you can see 
the various roads and the areas they connect. 
For this one I am very thankful and I show m y 
appreciation to the Department for doing this . 
They could ha\·e done th is earl ier but-better 
late than never ! 

At mile 2 after Owerri, Sir, you will find that 
the bridge on that spot is extremely narrow 
and one has to make a detour to :.vigbidi 
through Orlu, then crossing into the major 
road at Njaba or Umuahia. That bridge is 
very narrow and requires to be widened. 

Between miles 17 and 16 on the Owerri road, 
immediately after coming down the slope at 
Okpuala road, there are three small bridges. 
The one immediately on the decline is very 
dangerous. There are barrels there warning 
motorists to drive slowly-sometimes at zero 
miles per hour-and before coming down the 
hill one may find oneself right in the Imo 
River. I think the Public Works Department 
should do something about it . 
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[ pointed out before that the Imo River l\[i~~ion in that we arc now using the sen·ice~ of 
bridge 11·a$ o n the 1-ergc of collapsing. The consulting engineers. T here are a number of 
:\l in i~ ter took notice of that and sent out a them already established in :\ige ria, and we 
Bailey Bridge there to assist us, and now the have im·ited another firm to come out and work 

. - --COntFaCtfli'S~a-rc-- busy-.n it. · 1 ~~~2t"-'fo_r US. _ :(j"[IT\IU\;a~, - ~i-~ are mak ing full U SC o f -
----th,tt. -- - .-. ·- · · the money the House has pro1·idc:d for us . 

Sir, if you look at Sub-H<!ad 27 of this Head On the quest ion , Sir, o f research and mainte -
you 1rill be surprised to find that the Public nance of roads , I want to tell hon . ~! embers that 
\\'orks Department is devoting £4+,000 to the the Department is fully ali1·e to this. Provis io n 
improvement and reconstruction of the Ikoyi has been made for an engineer 11·ho will dc1·ote 
roads, 11·hile a sum of £66,5+0 is de1·oted to the his time to · resea rch. Furt hermore , S ir, 11·e 
construction works on tht! En ugu-Onitsha- have, at all times, the services of the Hammonds-
Owerri road and bridges. I want to say that I worth Research Laboratory in England at our 
do not see what is required to be reconstructed disposal. \\'e contribute to it, and Cl'ery now 
in I koyi that would warrant the expenditure of and then experts are sen t out to us: to help 
this sum of monev. There is too much w ith our problems, and on other matters which 
expenditure of funds at Ikoyi. This money 11·e may find particularly difficult. For example , 
can be better used elsc11·here. Everyday there Sir, the road I referred to some time ago-the 
is reconstruction in Ikoyi. It is true, Sir, that I l\Iaidugu ri-Bama road- 11·e took samples of the.: 
li1·e in Ikoyi, but I think that Ikoyi · has had sand and various soils along the road and sent 
enough . This figure is too much. them to this Laboratory in England. Experiments 

With regard to Trunk Road A 3, I do not 
know \Yhat the l\Iinister is doing about it-i.e., 
the road linking the East with the No rthern 
Region. I am to ld that it is proposed to tar the 
9th i\Iile Corner. After the 9•.h Mile Corner, 
1rhat next ? What about the res t of the road to 
J os-Kano-Maiduguri? I would like all of it 
tarred. Whe n are we going to tar the rest of 
this road. We want the major roads linking 
the three Regions to be in first class condition, 
and I would like this road to be tarred as 
quickly as possible. 

The Chairman has warned me to make my 
speech short, and so I want to cut my speech 
sho rt. But I would like to thank the Minister 
for all he has done. I hope that he will pay 
heed to all that has been said, and that during 
the next Budget Session, after filling his first 
box of encomiums, he will open a new one and I 
am sure that Members will not hesitate to fill 
the new box for him in the manner that he likes. 

The Minister of Works (Alhaji M. Inuwa 
\Vada) : Once more, Sir, I rise to make a few 
remarks in reply to hon. Members. I want, 
Sir, to start with Chief Akintola. Chief 
Akintola made some references to the Report of 
tlze International Bank il!lission. He advised 
the P .W.D. to follow that Report, and wondered 
whether we were using our executive capacity 
to the fullest and also whether we had all the 
staff we required. I think I made it clear, Sir, 
that we are indeed short of staff; but we have 
applied the advice of the International Bank 

were carr ied out and we 1rere ad1·ised on how best 
to use the local materials we ha1·c;: on this road . 

On the ques tion of the maintenance of roads, 
Sir, I would also like to tell hon. ~[embe rs that 
we have started to make use of mechanised 
maintenance equipment. It is indeed true that, 
for some time to come, mam· o f the roads in 
::\igeria will continue to be gra1·e l or laterite. 
In some places, manual labour is cheap ; in 
others it is difficult and dear, and so we ha1·e 
now bought a number of mechanised mainte
nance units and we are experimenting with them 
in 1·arious places, and, depending on the result 
we get, we shall make full use of these on our 
roads. 

Mr H. 0. Chuku, Sir, spoke of the Aba
Okigwi-Oji road . I think I have mentioned 
this one earlier, and the hon. iVIember can 
rest assured that this road is going to be tarred. 
We hope this will be within some time. He 
also mentioned the road from Port-Harcourt 
to Aba where he said that when lorries use 
the road the tar flies off into the bush. This 
time, Sir, we are going to do a proper job of 
it. It is going to be widened to 22 ft. and we 
hope to have a proper base course on which 
to put the tar so that when lorries actually 
use the road there will be no question of the 
tar flying off. 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun \\'est) : \\'hat 
of equ ipment for Nigerian contractors ? 

The Minister of Works : Yes, I will deal 
with that. On the question of equipment, 
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Sir, most of the equipment we 1rant to buy All [ can say to :\[ r .-\iyuk and our fr iends 
are bull-doze rs, graders, lo rries, flat and from the Southern Came roons is that they 
tippers, ur sprayers, tankers for water, rollers, should exercise some pat ience and res t assured 
tractors and trailers. i\Iost of these · wc usc - that we have their in terest nearest our he<[ri_c:::::_:' _ 
in indirect labo·ur,iii1tf' we hope a(SO tO USC . '"and th-at \l·e a re -go i1ig .tn do all \I'C can for them . 

them with our mechanised road maintenance. The same ho n. ~{embe r , Sir, mentioned 
\\"e ha1·e c1·en in some cases gi,·en road equip- the survey of the r~d between Kumba and 
ment to contractors . The type of contract :\·Iamfe. The sun·ey 11·as in fact car ri ed 
work we ha1·e gi1·en equipment to is a bad one, out. \\'hat is now being done is that our 
and o ne which I do not wish to continue..,-and consulting engineers arc.: preparing the contract 
that is Cost Plus Contract. I t is the type of documents to enable us to gi1•e the work ou t 
work which is now going on bcnrec n Ijebu-Ode o n contract, and it is necessary fo r the consu l-
and Benin. tan ts to be on the spot to see what is actually 

In this case, fo r the information of hon. there be fore they prepa re their papers. They 
:\[embers, there is no detailed su rrey of the are there now. 
road · we do not kno11· exactlv how much I think, S ir , that I should take the las t point 
the ,;·o rk will cost , and we do ~ot know to a made by my hon. Friend, :\[r Jaja \\'achuku, on 
fine deg ree of accuracy what line the road will the question of the I koyi roads . He compared 
take. \\ 'e ask the contractor to do the work the amo unt of money we arc spending in [koy i 
eithe r because we are in a hurrY or fo r some wi th the amount of money we are going to 
other reason. The contractor comes in with spend on the Enugu-Onitsha ro~ d et cetera. 
all h is staff; we sometimes give him equipment, The roads in I koy i, a; e1·e rybody knows, S1r, 
sometimes he p rovides his own equipment. H e take 1·e ry hea,·y traffic . These roads sho uld be 
keeps an account of all his expenses on the road the responsibility of the Lagos Town Council; 
in the same wav as a P .\\'.D . engineer would but the Lagos Town Cou ncil 11·illnot take o1·e r 
keep an accourlt of his expenses. His ex- these roads until we have brought them up to 
penses a re paid plus a margin of profit. first class condition, and that is what we propose 

Chief s. L. Akintola : Who are the con- to do . When we have brought them up to first 

tractors ? 

The Minister of Works : \\'ell, we 
shou ld not mention names. But as I was 
saying, S ir, it is a contract "·hich I _am going 
to disco ntinue ; it is a very bad way of award1ng 
contracts. (Cheers) . All the equipment we 
are buying h<!re, we are going to use ourse lves. 

On the question of gi1·ing our African 
contractors equipment, I am afraid, Sir, that 
this is a question on which I must seek advice. 
These items of equipment are 1·ery costly. 
One piece of equipment may cost as much as 
£5,000 or more; and to give it out to anybody 
when we are not certain that it can be properly 
maintained, et cetera, is not an easy thing. 
I am going to seek advice on that point and 
I am not going to commit myself, Sir. (Applause). 

Mr Aiyuk, Sir, has all my sympathy. I 
went to the Southern Cameroons recently, 
and I must admit that the Southern Cameroons 
has a real problem for roads. It is a most 
difficult country-easily the most difficult. in 
the whole of the Federatio n-and to hnng 
their roads up to the standard required will 
involve the expenditure of millions of pounds. 

class condition then we shall hand them 01·er to 
the Lagos Town Council. 

Sir, I think that I haYe answered the majo r 
points. I would like to assu re :\[embers that I 
,,·ill study :he mino r ones in Hansard and dea l 
with them departmentallv. .. 

Question put and agreed to . 

£5,++6,990 for H ead 602-Hig/m·ays and 
Bridges-agreed to. 

Sitting suspended. 

Sitting resumed. 

HEAD 603-Pusuc WoRKS ExTRAORDI:-<ARY 

The Financial Secretary of the Federa
tion (Mr F . D. C. Williams): Mr Chairman, 
Sir, I beg to move that the expenditure from the 
Development Fund of Seven Million and 
Fifty-eight Thousand, One Hundred and 
Seventy Pounds for the purposes set out in the 
draft Estimates of Capital Expenditure, 1957-58, 
under Head 603-Public Works Extraordinary, 
be approved. 

The Minister of Transport (Hon. Abubakar 
Tafawa Halewa) : l beg to second. 

Question proposed. 
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Mr A. Adeyinka (Ibadan Central) : :\lr tions about the ir conditions of accommodation are not being pursued with the vigour they future of Nigeria is in the hands of these 
Chairm~n , . Sir, I 11·o uld like to refer to Item at Ikoyi , and I see tha t G<wernment is propos- demand. The sick, the dying and the unborn ch ildre n who arc being born ever;; hour, and 
12 ( 1) ot _th 1_' Head , that IS the new Gove rnment 1ng now to put up flats for the Members of this children do not want plans, sites or even we must see that they arc not born 111 th t,; slum 
Press l3ut!d 1ng at A papa. ·- ----~- - - ·House . This is wry good on the part of th·~-~~-~· ac~ss=soadj ~ t}T~yl'feetrco~)?te~etrlm;;pi!f!lf."..::::_~!!.r~a_rnu~h~longe r . 

\\' ll ' h G . . ------ ·- Col·ern'ment"; it . n\earis that" Gover'iiment"!s ana qUickly. \\ hy then, Str, IS there thts So much for the sick and the: ne\dy born ; 
e ' as t _'.! . 

01 
ernmcnt has prop?sed to put actually taking into consideration the grie1·ances lack of progress ? Are the Medical Depart- but there is another reason for bu ildi ng these 

up a new butldtng tor these _people, It IS a very of the :\[embers of this Hnu~e . 
good ges tu re on the part ot the Government, . . ~ . ment's plans to? g:andiose or is the money not hospitals quickly. As the Ha n. the Leader of 
bu t there IS one thina I would like the Go,·ern- l come to thts Semor Staff Housmg Scheme. avatlable ? Thts IS a matter o~ u~gency-~s the Opposit ion said the other day, we cannot 
~1cnt to note under" this Head. Despite the Si r, ! would say in !badan some of the members urgent as roads_ and commumcatiOns. We expect our future doctors and nu rses to work 
tact th~t the G01·ernment has voted this large of the Posts and. 1 elegraphs go to the town to do no_t necess~nly need another Umve~stty under the conditions of to-day. \Vhile praisi;lg 
su m of money to put up this building, I would ltve. I would ltke the Government to hm·e Teachu~g Hospttal, but_ we do need a Hospttal, the 1mrk of our present doctors 11·ho work so 
like to inform the Government Sir that the a 1·ery good houstng programme tor the fu lly sutted to the growmg needs of the Federal hard and so unselfishly in those li ttle rooms in· 
statf that work in that Depar;me n~ are not senior staff of the Post and Telegraphs in Capital. I urge Government to resolve al~ the Outpatients' Dep.artmcnt of the General 
happy, because the staff there are the people Ihadan, so that when people go there to work ?iffcrcnces and to allow no f~rther delay_. It Hospital, we must at the earliest possible 
that actually produce the daily H ansard that there mll ?e _no nee~ for them to go and tt IS too busy, then surely It can ~ppomt a moment pro vide the l\'Iainland Hosp ital and a 
:\ kmbers of this House read even: mornin cr . trouble the JUmor staff tn the town. After all, h1gh-po11·ered committee to exped1te these :\[ate rnity Hospi ta l in which our future docto rs 

· " you call them senior staff; I do not know tll·o essenttal projects. and nurses will be proud to serve. (Hear, 
~\"dl, it_ is one thing to providt: a very mighty whether you mt:an to segrt:gate African senior It 11·as my privilege, last month, Sir, to visit hear). If we do this, Sir, then we can all say 

but!d1ng tor people, and it is another thi ng to staff and tht: expatriate senior staff: I think many medica l es tablishments, including four that the development and improvement of 
make these people that will occupy that building st:nior staff is st:nior staff, and it does not Lagos Hospitals. I wish I had the time to medical and health services in t he Federal 
happy, and I want to inform the Counci l of matter where the::v come from. I want an describe them all. As a visitor, I was impress- terittory continue to be the close concern of the 
:\·Ii nistcrs that the members of the Federal assurance from the Government that these ed by the skill, devotion and team work of the council of i\'Iinisters. I hope, Sir, that by the 
Printing Press are not happy at all about their senior staff buildings are not only meant for members of the Medical Department, both next Budget Session, we shall see not an item 
conditions of service, and I would like the the expatriate officers alone. They must be .1\igerian and expatriate alike. They are of £1 75,000, but a sum nearer £ 2 mill ion for 
Government to note, Sir, that it is equitable extended to Africans. carrying out, under difficult conditions, the the pro1· ision of these hospitals ; and even this 
with the new building to make the stati of that \\" f high traditlbns of the medical profession and is long to wait. 
D h Ith these ew remarks, I beg to support. 

epartment more appy. I understand that :-iigerianisation is 11·c ll advanced. Han. Mem- i.Yir Chairman Sir I beg to mo1·e That the 
there is actually a trade disp ute between the Mr E. C. Ealey (Special !\! ember): l\Ir bers may not know that at Igbobi the artificial H~ad be reduced bv '£1 0. ' ' 
Government Printing Press and the Govern- Chairman, Sir, I beg to mo1·e an amendment limb making department is in the hands of a -
m~nt. I 1\:0uld like the Government to go into to reduce the Head by £10. My reason for so young N igerian and supplies the needs not Amendment proposed. 
thts trade dtspute and see that someth ing is done doing is that I consider the amounts for t1vo only of 1\igeria and the Cameroons but of Mr J. C. Obande (South East Idoma) : :\I r 
for these people. of the items under this Head so small that a Gambia and Sierra Leone as well. Chairman, Sir, in supporting this amendment, 

reduction of £10 cannot possibly do any harm. The General Hospital, Sir, has won the I beg to ~e fer to Head 603 Sub-head 2 (1) which Then I would refer to another item the 
Junior Staff_ Quarters of the Meteorol~gica l 
Servtces. Str, I have tried to look into some 
other places and I have not seen anywhere, say 
111 Ib~dan, the quarters there, for Meteorological 
Services. I do not understand whether these 
staff quarters are meant only for lVIeteorological 
Staff of Lagos alone or ;vhether it will be 
extended to all parts of the country. To the 
best of my knowledge, Sir, members of the 
l\Ieteorological Services in Ibadan, I have not 
seen any quarters built for them, and especially 
the Aviation, too. I would like an explanation 
to the effect as to whether these quarters here 
are meant for Lagos staff alone, and I want these 
staff buildings to be extended, too, to the 
provinces. 

I refer to Sub-Head 9, item 6-Mainland confidence and trust of the people and this is refers to aerodromes. l\-Ir Chairman, Sir, it is 
General Hospital, first plwse, £100,000, and shown by the thousands who throng the very much disappointing to visit the lavatories 
Item 9, Maternity Hospital, first phase, £75,000. overcrowded outpatients' department daily. attached to our aerodromes in this country. 
B h d 'b d · h c 11 · In the ward<, St'r, you will see no overcrowding, If you were to visit Port Harco urt, Benin, ot amounts are escn e m t e 10 owmg " 

d «c · · · · 1 · d · but outside in Lae:os, many, many people die Makurdi or Jos aerodrome=; you will see that war s : 10r stte acqutsltiOn, p annmg an Site ~ 
development." or become permanent invalids because there is the lavatories are in a pitiable condition; very, 

no room for them in the hospital and this very disgraceful. I have also noted that the 
No further information is given in the tragic wastage of life will go on until the Main- Minister in charge of Aviation has intended to 

Memorandum on Estimates, but in the first land Hospital becomes a reality and not just make improvements on them. I agree, but I 
Progress Report on the Economic Programme, a plan. suggest that since such has been a very big 
1955-60, we are told that acquisition proceed- In Massey Street, we have our Maternity disgrace to this country, I would wish him to 
ings are in progress for a site of 90 acres at t rt 'mprovements of the lavatort'es as early Hospital situated in a slum area. Here 9,000 s a 1 
Suru Lere and that the access road will be 'bl babies are born annually-at least one every as posst e. 
constructed this year. As far as the Maternity hour. This is the miracle of Massey Street; My other observation is to support the last 
Hospital is concerned, there appears to be b h ak S b h d9 h' h ' M d' 1 

ffi ut how much longer are the mot ers in the spe er on the same u - ea w 1c 1s l e tea. great di culties in selecting a suitable site F d · f 11 · L h ederal Capital to lie two side by si e in a The existing epidemic o sma pox m agos as and_ the possibility-I repeat, Sir, the possibility · 1 d d · ·' · smg e-sized bed ? It is t rue they are surroun e given us a very strong warnmg. .'1.t a certam 
\Vel! , I come to Item 32 Senior Staff -Is now being considered of providing by skill and care and no praise is too high for time, Sir, we heard over the radio that there 

Housing. I would 11'ke to und' erstand some- maternity facilities by extension of the 1\Iain- h k f h S · 1. · h d h' .. c · · 1 h t e war o t e pec1a tst-m-c arge an ts was no provtston ,or semor serv1ce peop e w o 
thing about Item 32 (1) and 32 (2), Block of land Hospital. staff. Whatever difficulties there are to be were affected, with the result that they had to 
Flats for _Legislature. Yesterday, Sir, Mem- This, Sir, makes most discouraging reading, overcome in providing a new Maternity hire some quarters from the Mili tary Depart-
hers of thts House made some grievous allega- and it appears that these two essential projects Hospital, they must be overcome quickly. The ment. In supporting him, Sir, I would like to 
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,;ay that pro ,·ision should be made right away being only about 61 miles from the aerodrome 
to- pro1·itle isolation hospitals for senior at Enu"U. I would like also to have an 
serl'ice staff in the Federal territory. assuran;e from him that something will in 

·- · . .., · · - ··- -s ·~f"~a~en 1 rery;-r~future be done about the aerodrome at Uyo -- <.: om1ng ar>am 1r o 11C n_c:e~"~~H- !1£ l.V --··- -- · -- --· - - · · h 1 
- - ----tiiTr~ktilat - th~ -p7o~Tr;~olves a very heavy that fwa0 s~g~ested _ at the. s~me t1mc t at t 1e 

amount of money to be spent. i\Iuch has one or nits a ll·as suggeste · 
b een said about assistance to be g iven to our I would like also to refer to sub-head 11, 
::\igerian contrac tors, and in sul?porting the~ I ite~ 5! where provision_ is made for buil~ing 
am seizing this chance to mentiOn that dunng for JUniOr Police o~ccrs m the Eastern Regwn . 
the course of gi1·ing out these contracts, the I remember sometime last year I put a ques tH;n 
lumping of contracts 11·hich exis ts in the P._W. D. to the Chief Secretary of the Federation about 
' "orks should cease right a11·ay. That 1s the the Police bu1ldmg at Uyo. H e told me th_a t 
idea for the lumping of contracts to favour a he knew the Police Office at Uyo was b~1lt 
certain category of alien contractors registered round about 195+-1955 and he regre tted O\\'lng 
in :\"ige ria and depriving our Nigerian con- to lack of funds he could not ha1•e that office 
tractors by telling them that this particular re-bu1lt, but h~ d1d prom1se howe1·er that he 
contract is abol'e the category in which they \I'Ould see to 1t that the_ thatched roof II'~S 
registered. In this respect, I seize this chance ~emoved and~ corrugated 1ron sheet roof put 111 
to say that the luir.ping of contracts should Its place. \\ e have bten lookmg fo r11·a rd to 
cease at once, by means of refraining from this, but until now nothing has been done. 
getting a <:_ontract of £3,000 from one way <~nd Sir, if anybody went to Uyo to-day, he wou ld 
another £),000 from an~ther way and lumpmg see that the police officers are li\·ing in houses 
them together 1nth a ~1ew to seemg that the which are really a disgrace to the Federation, 
co~tractor has applied m that category wh1ch and yet these are the same officers who would 
he IS not entitled to . live in decent houses if they were transferred to 

Furthe rmore, :\Ir Chairman, there is also anv other place than Uyo. I am appealing to 
another means bv which we have been ill- th~se who are concerned to see to it that better 
trea ted. In a certain category, our F ederal buildings are provided for Police Officers at 
registered Contractors' Book we have our Uyo and that during the financial year a good 
widows and old men who are contractors. police office will be built at Uyo. 
They registered in that particular category to I would like also to refer to sub-head 13 , 
supp ly sand and gravel. Most of those Item 3, where provision is made for quarters 
registered contractors are widows. I woul_d for prison warders. I vis ited the U yo prison 
suggest, Sir, that el'en when a contract IS sometime before I came to Lagos and I was 
g iven to a non-:\"igerian firm of contractors, sorry to see that the prison warders there are 
the supply of sand and gravel should not be actllally living in houses that are far worse 
included; it should be a different contract than the places in which th~ prisoners live. 
assigned to these widows and old men who I think, therefore, that the Government of the 
have registered in that category. Federation would be doing well to see to it 

l\Ir Chairman, I beg to support. that better quarters are provided for these 

Mr A. J. U. Ekong (Uyo): Mr Chairman, I 
rise to support the amendment and in doing so 
I would like to refer to sub-head 2, item 4- and 
seek just an explanation from the Minister 
concerned. 

You have there new aerodromes and the 
fund provided is meant for Ibadan and Onitsha. 
I know that it was at a certain conference that 
the decision was taken to have an aerodrome at 
Onitsha and at the same time it was decided 
also that there should be an aerodrome at Uyo. 
I would like to know from the Minister what 
has guided him to decide that Onitsha should 
be the place of very first consideration, Onitsha 

prison warders at Uyo. 
With the permission of the Chairman I 

would like to refer to a Question I asked the 
Chief Secretary of the Federation some time 
last year-Written Question No. 64- to be found 
at column 1467 of the Bound Volume of the 
Debates for 15th-29th March, 1956, which 
reads:-

"Question-
Mr A. J. U. Ekong asked the Chief Secre

tary of the Federation :-
If he is aware of the fact that the thatched 

houses occupied by prison warders at Uyo 
are in a dilapidated condition ; and if he 
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11-i!l consider the building of permanent the attention of the :\Iinister that at the Yaba 
1 Technical I n:> ti tute there arc about four quarters for them there . . . . 

students lil'lng 111 one room. The quarters , _____ , __ . 
"Amzar-. _ -·· -.. _ • . ._ [l.rD~ige_sl fo r them __a r~_.!_~'l~<J.L_!ate ,_ ~h_e ------~-

·--The.Chlef..SeciOetal'-y.ofth.rtederatwn · · stlldents come there for courses for about 
The thatche~ houses occup1ed by _pn~on nine month:> to a year , from the \\'estern 
warders at Lyo were re-thatched th1s ) ear Reai,..._ from the Eastern Region, and perhaps 
and i~ is proposed to employ pns?n labou~ fro~ the :\"orth, and they are housed in very 
to build some permanent warders quarter> poor conditions . The beds are no t good at 
there during 1 ()56-57·" al l. T hree students sleep like animals in a 
I am sorry to report, Sir, that up ti ll now I stable. For instance, there are no mattresses, 

ha1·e only seen traces of fou1:dation cuts that j u:>t pieces of_ wood, one person sleeps belo11·, 
ha1·e been filled up by the ram, and there are one on top ot h1m a1:d then an~th~r one n ght 
no signs at all that these quarters mll e'·: r be_ at the 1·ery top. \\ ell, I say 1t 1s 1·ery bad 
better. I am appealing to the Counc1l o t indeed. So me of thc:>c students a rc marned 
:\Iinisters to make pro1·ision fo r these warder:> men, who li1·e in decent quarters 11·hcre they 
and the Prison Department and Police Depart - li1·e and 11·o rk no rmally, and yet when they 
ment at C1·o. come to this Institu te they a rc exp ~cted to 

Sir, I wi:>h to support the amendment. li,·e in such bad conditions. 

Mr B. 0. Ikeh (Abakaliki ) : :\[r Chairman, I suggest the :\Ii nister :>hould think ser iously 
I beg to oppose the amendment. Before out- about this, and imp ro,-e their quarters, mstead 
lining what I ha1·e to say about certa in Heads, of spending money to build a new e:am1nat10n 
I must tell the last speaker that to compare hall. Suppose 11·e ha,-<: ,t ,· ts lto r tro m ol·er-
Onitsha with Cyo is not correct. Afte r all, seas to inspect the Institu te ; well, I must say 
Onitsha is a big trading centre and he realises it looks l'ery poo r, that these peo ple h~1·e to 
himself that the Government has granted ~ li1·e in such bad accommodatiOn, 1\'lthout 
loan of £500,000 for the de1·elopment ot e1·en proper venti lation . (ln terruptio~t ). You 
Onitsha l\Iarket. But if there is to be an may make comments but I thmk you 
aerodrome built it is not Uyo that should be ha1·e ne1·er been there, that is why you don't 
considered before Onitsha. That is not right. realise the conditions under which these 

Mr Chairman I would like to refer the students must li1·e. I appeal to the :\Iini:>ter 
Minister of \\"o~ks to the subject of Prison to ,·isit this Institute and see the conditions 
vVarders' houses. Las t year I had an opportu- for himself. 
nity of meetina the Director of Prisons at \\"ith this, S ir, I beg to oppose the amend -
Enugu when h~ carr.e on tour, and I talked ment. ~ 
to him about the Warders' qua rter; at .-\bakalikl, M. Yakubu Wanka (Central Bauchi): 
and he told me that before the end of 1\ovember :.VIr Chairman, Sir, I would like to refer to 
all the thatched roofs would be removed; sub-head 1. \Ve have an aerodrome at 
but until now nothing has been done. I Bauchi which is in a very deplorable condition 
think that immediate attention should be and I do hope, Sir, that that aerodrome 
given to those quarters, Si~, e_specially in view should be improved .... (Hear, lzear) . . . . so 
of the fact that it is the Provmc1al Headquarters. that aeroplanes can land there both during 

As regards the maximum security !?rison the drv and also rainv season without any 
water supply I would like to draw at~e~t!O~ to difficulty. · 
the fact that the warders at Abakalikl pnson There are also, Sir, air se rvices between 
are suffering from lack of water . . We h~ve Jos and Maiduguri, Jo~ and _Yola, _and I do 
pipe-borne water all right, ?ut no~e IS suppl~ed hope Sir that these a1r services Will be ex-
to the Prison. I feel that Immediate attentiOn tend~d to' the people of Bauchi so that people 
should be given to this matter also. from Bauchi can visit Maiduguri, Yola or 

As regards Head 6, sub-head 3, I have seen Jos by air and vice versa. 
that a pro,·ision of about £4-,000 ha~ b~en Sir, I support. 
made for the building of a new exammauon 
hall at Yaba,-it may be for the Yaba T echnical Mr M. A. Ajasin (Owo): Mr Chairman, 
Institute or the Teacher Training College, I Sir I would like to speak on sub-head 24- (1): 
don't kn'ow-but I would like to bring it to Ki~g's College. We see here that there is a 
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prol·ision of £3,950 for th~ extension of Kina's by taking boys from other schools · 
Coll..:ge. T his is a very small amount a~d cou ntry·. There are bovs from •til tn thhe f I t} · k · ·. · ~ · . ; ' over t e 

un It 1>. JU>t an extensiOn to somt: part· ot cou ntry· who h·'1·e tak"n the" ' 1 C 'fi 
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recei\·e encouragement from the Go\·ernment. 
So I am calling upon the Ministe r of Social th c II . D · . . ~ ' • ..,cnoo ertt care I 

_ e _, o cg~· .. , .~nn~. ~~c d~?at~ tn. thts Examination in their own_lchoolL b_ttLbave no 
J{.2.l!.O>~~\kf!.l.!?.<:.r2._Crtttc t :;~~LJ'\ t.ng s . CoJkge __ .advantage of.continuing-thci> -cducation.~The ~-
.t )Our tts ou tput and some :vrembcrs mcnt toned King's College can recruit th..:se bo ·s· and 
t~ut It h~d 21 grad uates and they constder thereby be ab le to increase the numbe/ in the 

eo· ices to....sonsider this and _sce that they 
increasc-~he-grant -to -these schools so th,1t at 
least 50 per cent of the cost of their buildi ngs 
may be taken over by the Government. 

gratefu l to l\ Ir Eaky fo r the abk sp.:cch he 
has made in connection with the bui lding of the 
Mainland Hosp ita l. I thi nk he has pur it 
in a very dfccti1·e way and all I can do is . ..to __ · ___ _ 
support 1rholehearrcd ly the representation that 

t 1at num er too large. But I would like to Hig'.o: classes. (Applause) 
S;~y th ts, that the tdeal thing in a Seco ndary '\ r Ch . .· : 
Crrammar School is that e~·cry !\faste r should 6 (.l)r· Q atrm,an, I II tll nOll go on to sub-head 
b~ a graduate, so that. that number is nor k · uee_n_s College, Lagos. T he estimate 
at all too large. m_a es prons1on for £100,?00 for next ycar. 

. . \ \ e do no_t know 11·hether th1s amount of money 
\\hat t> actua lly wrong with King's Co llege IS ~neant _tor a nc11· budding or perhaps they are 

zs_ rh_ar _ the_ nun1ber beLng turned out there gotng to tncrease the number of buildings there 
e~er} ) e_ar 1s very small. What I wou ld ask o: mo1·e the College from the present site. 
the :\Itntster to sec about is that there should l\ow, that College too should represent the 
be a largt_r mtake of students. (Applause). whole of the Federation; it shou ld not be a 
A school ot that class, in a place like England, ~chool for Lagos area alone. At present there 
\lould_tak,e a~out 600 to SUO students a year. IS _no .~ead for _ th~t ~choo l , no Principal. I 
B~tt h.mg s College takes only about 200 to thmk 1t IS an OmiSSion m the last Estimates and 
2)0 e1·ery year. The reason why Kino-'s they are just trying to put in somethina now to 
Col leg_: should take a l~rge~ number is that make a provision for a Principal for that"College. 
other , econdary schools m thts country cannot ~hat,College too should be a counterpart of the 
at present get graduate teachers, but King's Kmg,s College_ wh1ch should be for gi rls as 
College IS a Government Secondary School Kmg s College IS for boys. (An hon. M ember : 
and the tendency is for graduate teachers to go Good talk. ) It should also be well-staffed by 
there as they would have a better pay than in the ,Government so that we may have other 
the_ Voluntary Agency Secondary Schools · g1rls secondary schools in the Federation 
so It St~nds in the unique place of attracting send!ng pupils there for the Higher School 
a large mtake. There should be at leas t four Certificate. 
st reams in that School. . . . (Applause) .... . so . :'\ow, this £100,000 is provided for this 
tha t there should be about 120 pupils taken smgl: school, we should not forget the case of 
e1·ery year. the \ oluntary Agency schools. At present we 

An? ther sectio~, of it is the Higher School 
Ce:ttficate class. I hat also should be increased. 
It 1s not po~sib le for Voluntary Agency schools 
to have H1gher School Certificate classes in 
their colleges because of the dearth of 
teachers. King's College can get the teachers 
and as such they should increase that section of 
t~e . Col_lege. From next year entry to the 
timvers1ty College will be by direct entry: 
that means t~at the people who can pass the 
General Certificate of Education in advanced 
level_ in two subje~ts and also the Higher School 
Certificate Exammation are the people to be 
tak:n : there will be no entrance examination 
agam. How are we going to get students into 
that C~llege unless we ~re able to get people 
~rom H1gher School Certificate classes, which is 
Just . two years after the ordinary School 
Certificate ? 

. So we expect that t~e King 's College should 
mcrease 1ts annual 1ntake. It can do this 

ha1·e the C.M.S. Grammar School and the 
Bapttst Academy for which only £20,000 is put 
do~vn_ to..,help them in their programme of 
blllldmg. Considering the amount of money 
these _schools have spent, if one goes to the 
new Site one will see that the Grammar School 
has put up a building costing about £50,000, 
and t~ have only £10,000 from the Govern-
ment IS not good enough. I think that the 
Government should be able to give 50 per cent 
grant for all the buildings of these schools. 
\Ve know that they are not Government schools 
and Government may not feel disposed to give 
100 per cent grant, b~t SO per cent grant to 
meet them half-way, wtll be something to keep 
them up. 

T~e Voluntary Agency schools are doing 
p rec_1sely the same work as the Government 
Inst1tut10ns. But for these Voluntary Agency 
schools, the development of education in this 
country would have been very very slow. For 
the good work they are doing they should 
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i\ Ir Chairman, I beg to support. 

Mr C. 0. Komolafe (Ilesha) : i\l r Chairman, 
I rise to oppose the Amendment. I am going 
to speak particularly and generally und~ r 
l\-Icdical. I notice that a certain amoun t of 
money, about £10,000, is put do1m for a 
housing scheme for :\ursing Sisters: that is a 
very good and Yaluable scheme. But looking 
through the list \\'e find that there is no th ing put 
down for e1·en l\Iedical Officers. i\ ledical 
Officers, particular! y in Lagos, have been 
complaining terribly about the question of 
housing in L agos. \Ne all know the terrible 
strain under 11·hich people working in Lagos 
are put. 

he has made. The :VIinistcr as usual unfortu-
natelY was not herc-:lt the time but I am su re 
that the Verbatim Reporte r has done his work 
well and the l\·Iinister will tinJ a formidable 
argument ably put up by · :\Ir Ealey. The 
l\Iinister sti ll has a case to ans11"Cr and he 11·ill 
not answe r th is case 1·crbally. \\'e would 
like to sec his ans11·c r in the form of a building, 
the build ing must be started or completed 
before next year' s Budget Session. 

The position is \·cry serious, as :\ lr Ealey 
pointed out, and something must be done 
quickly. The pro1·ision has been made ; 
all the spade work has been done. The land 
acquisition has been compk ted as far as I 
kn011·, and even the plans for the building have 
been completed by the architects. \\'hat else 
holds up the start of this job ? 

An hon. Member : :\Ion<.:y . 

Somebody who comes from the Pro,·inces 
to work here in Lagos as a !:\-Iedical Officer 
and is asked, as un.:Ortunately has been re
commended by Gorsuch, to look for a house 
himself may take years before he can find a Chief Akintola : It is no t money. 
house to live in. I shall cite a particular understand a Minister whispered that it wa; 
example. There is a gentleman who is a money. I t could not be money because 
Government Consultant ; he has a wi fe and if my information is correct-and it is rarelv 
ten children and he is li1·ing in a house with wrong-the money is there. Over £3 million 
one single room and a sitting room. That is has been voted but for some reason it is said 
very shameful I think. I feel in a case like that the scheme now costs much more than 
that if it is not the wish of the Government to was originally anticipated . The original 
discourage .'\frican geniuses or to annoy them amount was in the neighbourhood of £3 
out of this Federal service in order that they million. According to the lates t estimates 
may go to the Regions so as to bring in expa- the building will cost about £3.7 million. 
triates to come and be the core of the Civil What abou:-the £3 million already provided ; 
Service, we should do something to encourage to be accurate the £2.9 million? Why cannot 
these people. we make a start with that right now ? The 

I am appealing particularly to the Minister position is really serious. A visit to the 
of Land, Mines and Power that there is a vast General Hospital any day will show you that 
area of land at Ikoyi which is being forgotten. something ought to be done quickly. A 
In no country of the world (we have travelled visit to Massey Street Maternity Centre will 
abroad) do we see things like that. So that show you that something ought to be done 
a portion of land could be carved out and immediately. I appeal to the Minister to be 
used to provide quarters for these poor fellows up and doing. I hope he will not allow us 
who are suffering terribly as regards housing. to raise this matte r again. 
It is rather disgraceful and I feel that the I would invite the attention of Members to 
Minister of L and, Mines and Power will do sub-head 9 Item (8) Lagos Ambulance Sen ·ice. 
something tangible before the expiration of his \Ve are asked here to provide a sum of £21,000. 
office. We are appealing to him and feel he I do not grudge this at all. But the position 
will remedy the situation. of our ambulance sen· ice is scandalous. My 

Chief S. L. Akintola (Oshun West) : I attention has been called to a case which 
must say that this House must be deeply requires an immediate in1·estigation. 
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On the 16th of January this year a crew boy 
_ -~~~oard a s\Utr Ae_apa su~~~~::t a serious 
. ---- lnJUr .. y.. l.lL.illL • cnL;lQa_jT was_l}_c_ces_s:rry to_ 

con,·ey him to the hospital immediately. The 
ambulance sen· ice was called for and an 
ambulance was brought to the spot. But what 
happened ? They put the patient on the 
ambulance and the driver was instructed to 
mo\·e on. He said 'no', I must charge 2s-6d. 
1\obody had 2s-6d with him. They appealed 
to this man but he would not yield. His 
authority was that the regulations of the 
department stated that he must not move 
unless he collected 2s-6d no matter how serious 
the case \\·as. Then the master of this bov 
who had the accident handed a pou nd note to 
the driver. The dri\·e r turned round and 
said "Master, no change". The :\laster 
asked him to keep the whole. The dri\·er 
said he must ge t 2s-6d, no more no le,;s. It 
sounds ridiculous and unbelievable yet true. 

of his patrons as near him a; possible but I 
think we will all be gmtdul if the sc heme 1 

c n ":: i ?ag~d he~~ is comFletcd a; early_ a;_po; sible . . -~-

When complaints were directed to the 
Chief Medical Ad\·iser and this matter \ras 
brought to his notice this is the copy of his 
reply: " I regret the delay in replying to your 
letter of 18th January, 1957. The incident to 
which you refer was most regrettable but I am 
afraid unavoidable since as Government regula
tions stand at present ambulance drivers ha\·e 
no authority to use their discret ion about 
payment for use of the ambulances." 

I do hope that this rigid law would be 
relaxed bv the Minister. If it is not relaxed 
every penny we vote here out of this £21,000 
will be sheer waste. The sooner this regulation 
is amended the better. In fairness to all 
concerned, I understand that investigations 
are being made with a view to amending that 
regulation. 

The next point to which I would like to 
invite the attention of the House is to con
gratulate perhaps the Government on providing 
buildings at Apapa for first offend~rs in prison. 
Some time ago the point was raised here that 
it was time for us to move this Lagos prison 
from the Island to a place much more com
modious than this tiny Island. I do not know 
whether their intention is to move the whole 
of the prison elsewhere or a part of it, but if a 
part of it is moved so that first offenders are 
no longer lumped together with confirmed 
offenders it will be a service in the right 
direction. I am not sure whether the ~·linist e r 
for Internal Affairs will not like to keep some 

The next point I would like to im·i rc the 
attention of the House to is subhead 18 I rem ( 3 ), 
with ra the r int rigu ing title of " :\Iinisters 
Housing". By some manipulation and cleH~ r 
cle\·ice this has never been gi \·en the prominence 
that it deserves. I mus< congratulate the 
i\Iinisters and the Government in particula r 
for being able to water do\\·n this rather 
intriguing ques tion. They kept it in a most 
innocuous co rner where those who are not 
r igilant may not even see it at all. 

Well , I understand that I must sa\·e time : 
is not saving time the same as sa\·ing money ? 

The first object ion to this is that I think this 
Go \·ernment is treating this House too much 
with co ntempt. l t does not matter whether 
this matter has go ne to the Fi nance Committee 
[1),000 times or not : I want the principle to be 
laid down now, that if any expenditure is 
necessary, which will im·ol\·e such a huge sum 
of money, prior appro\·al of this hon. House is 
absolutel y essential. 

It has been argued-the matter is here 
befo re you-but I ha\·e had it on good authority 
from the i\Iinister of Communications and 
.\viation that the building is now nearly comp
plete and you are being asked now to approve . 
(Interruption and laughter). It is not my 
intent ion that any sect ion of this House should 
treat this matter with levitv. It is a matter of 
principle : whether it is right to spend money, 
or it is wrong to spend it , the sovereignty of 
this House must be recognized and this House 
is supreme-after all, we are entitled to contri
bute our own opinion to the purpose for which 
the Government is intending to spend 
£300,000. (Interruption). As somebody said 
- I am doing it now ! \Yhat is the use of 
closing the stable after the horse has bolted ? 
What we are doing now does not help the 
situation much : this is a post-mortem examina
tion. It does not revive the dead ! 

The Minister of Communications and 
Aviation (Dr the Hon. K. 0. 1\Ibadiwe) : 
Allow us time to reply. 

Chief Akintola : Now, it was also said .... 
(Interruption). Things are warming up a bit ! 
I shall be satisfied if I can, at leas t, disturb your 
dead consciences . I am now sure I am waking 
up your conscience-even the conscience of the 
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:\Iinister of Communications and A\·iation ! 
. (Interrup tion). Thev have no case. When in 

-- · hC.:..n:ildSL oL depression . in _trade-::-our trade 
balances are bad ; the position of the co untry 
economically is not as good as it used to be-is 
it at that time that we can afford the .... xury of 
£300,000 palaces for Ministers ? (i'l-Ir Jaja 
Wachuku rose in his place and claimed to bring a 
point of order.) I am not yidding ! I am not 
yielding ! 

The Chairman : Point of order, i\Ir 
\Vachuku? 

Mr Jaja Wachuku (.\ba) : The speaker has 
been making a speech which im·oh'es a major 
policy and he should give the i\Iinis te r time to 
reply. 

The Chairman : That is not a point of 
orda. 

Chief A.kintola : 1 understand the dilemma 
of my Friend : he is among the guil ty ! He is 
amongst those who are spending the money of 
the taxpayers without receiving the approval of 
this House first. (Interruption). Somebody 
argued that I am wrong ; I was present at the 
Finance Committee. I would challenge you to 
produce a copy of the Minutes of that Finance 
Committee. Vntil quite recently hon. Jaja 
Wachuku and I agreed on these matters but 
now he has turned round. (Interruption). I 
am condemning the "spendomania" of the 
Minister of Information and I am also attacking 
some stupor-the lethargy of the conscience of 
the Minister of Land, Mines and Power : I 
want him to wake up ! ., 

The Minister of Research and Information 
(Chief Kol.:nvole Balogun) rose in his place and 
claimed to move, That the Question be now 
put. 

Question, That the question be now put, put and 
agreed to, 

Question, That the H ead be reduced by £10, 
put accordingly and negatived. 

Original Question put and agreed to. 
Resolutions to be reported. 
Mr Speaker resumed the Chair. 

The Financial Secretary of the Federa
tion (Mr F. D. C. Williams): Sir, I beg leave 
to report progress and seek permission to sit 
again. 

Mr Speaker : Committee to sit again when ? 
The Financial Secretary of the Federa

tion : Tomorrow, Sir. 

Adjournment 

The Minister of Research and Infor-
mation (Ci..~Kol~o~. Ba logunf: lr,I c,;h..;.eg __ -_----~ 
to move, That this Hou;e do now adjourn. 

The Minister of Land, Mines and Power 
(:\lhaj i Muhammadu Ribadu) : Sir, I beg to 
second. 

Question proposed. 

Chief T. T. Solaru ( Ijebu East) : :\lr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to bring before the House a 
matter of extreme urgency and a matter which 
follows very closely on that raised by the Hon. 
i\Ir Ealey. 

The ho rrible pl ight of the little children and 
\\·omen of Lagos in our :\lassey Street Dispen
sary has been bro ught to our notice. There is a 
specific instance of a mother who gave birth to 
a child in one of our dispensaries on Sundav at 
about 1 p.m. and \\·as discharged at about 5 p.m. 
This \\·oman left for home and, as a result of the 
aftermath of childb irth, had urinarv trouble · 
she was taken to the dispensary, \v'here ther~ 
was no help for her ; she was .;ushed to the 
General Hosp ital but the surprising thing was 
that the hosp ital authorities there refused to take 
the 5-day old baby : the baby must go home
home where and to whom ? There was a 
woman who was able to take the child but how 
about breas t milk ? The poor baby must be 
breast fed twice a day : once at 8 md once at 5. 
That woman t ravelled all the way from the 
mainland to bring the baby ! 

When such things happen it seems to me that 
this is the time when something must be done. 
If little children are going to suffer , and mothers 
too, both mentally and physically, it is time that 
something was done. This is a time of 
emergency, if you are not going to destroy the 
children and women of Lagos. 

And this is only a solitary example. I think 
this i? not the t_ime to heckle : this is something 
that IS happenmg next door and I think, Sir, 
that an emergency has arisen in Lagos and our 
Ministry must do something to deal with that 
emergency. \Ve must not wait until other 
plans have matured : in an emergency you take 
emergency measures-to stop this kind of thing 
happening. 

We are doing damage also to the Medical 
people, the Docto rs and the );' urse:> ; you are 
doing damage to their finer nature because, 
after all, they are brutalised by the sufferings 
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around them which we cannot btlicn:. Here opportunity to rm.ke a statcm..: nt 111 that 
is a poor haby; they cannot do anything about connection. 
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it, take it a1vay, take away; and :\urscs who I h 9__ .h . , :\!CERIA 
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EDCUTIO:" BILL 

not through their fault but because of the H?~_Prtal, but the recommenclatrons 111 thrs The House met at 9.00 tf.llt. 

circumstanc..:s of an occasion. I, •herefore, \V h~te Paper were accei:ted by thr~ House only 
a~k. Sir, that something be done, esrecially in sub!c~t to ;he _r.cqurred 11~1ances bcmg ~~at!able. 
thrs partrcular case, that babies must not be I re_Pcat-oubject to the requrred firunccs berng 

The Minister of Social Services (!'hc-Hrrrr: -- ~ · -
.-\ ja :\wachuku): Sccor1d-Rcacflitg-IToliCL~,: .---- - · 
25th :\larch, 1957. 

separat!;!d from their mothers, young babies avarlable. 
must not be separated. They were told to go During the subscttuent year, when the 
and buy milk ; you know that bottle-feeding is Econ?mic Programme was being dra11·n up, it 
1·ery d:111gerous unless you know how to handle was tound that the sum contemplated in 1955 
it. So I am asking, Sir, that such a thing 11·ould not be available am! that only £1,750,000 
should ne1·e r never happen again, separation of could be allocated for this project . ;\lean
babies from their mothers. while, on the basis of the 195 5 White Paper, the 

The Minister of Social Services (the hon. architects had been instructed to Llrm1· up 
Aja ?\wachuku): Mr Speaker, Sir, referring to plans and these were completed in the middle of 
the lady the hon. Member has mentioned; she htst year, shortly after the Economic Programme 
was admitted to the Massey Stree t Hospital at had been approved . These plans sho11·ed that 
tl .O a.m. on Sunday, the 17th iYiarch, she the building alone 11·ould cost £1.9 million, 
delivered quite: normally at 1.0 p.m. and was without taking into account the cost of land, 
discharged at 6.0 p.m. That was necessary due access road, nursing school and hostels and 
to the acute shortage of beds in the hospital other ancillary buildings. 
(lntermption). \\"i ll you please liskn. 

:\lr Speaker, on the 17th of :\larch 36 women 
11·ere deli1·ered who had to be accommodated in 
a 11·ard of 17 beds. Discharges ha,·e to be 
made frequently to avoid unnecessary con
gestion. \\"hen she got horne this woman 
de1·elopcd some internal trouble and 11·as 
brought back and readmitted to l\Iassev Street 
on the night of the 17th of March. 'fhe next 
clay, the 18th, she was transferred to the 
General Hospital and her trouble was SUJ!';ically 
treated. It was not possible to admit the baby 
to the General Hospital because of the shortage 
of cots in the ward in which this woman was 
admitted. 

As has already been said in this House, 
steps are being taken to relieve this congestion 
but until the action now being carried out is 
completed we cannot relieve congestion of this 
nature. The complaint from which this 
woman suffered after childbirth is not an 
unusual one and has been treated satisfactorily 
and expeditiously. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, turning to the heated 
argument in connection with the building of the 
l\Iainland Hospital, I would like to take this 

It has therefore been necessary to ask the 
Architects to reconsider this pia~ and to draw 
up ne11· plans based on the finances available. 

:'vleanwhile the land is being acquired and 
the access road to the site is being built. 
~aturally no buildings can be started until a 
proper access road has been constructed. .-\ 
contract for this has recently been placed 11·ith 
the L.E.D.B. who are undertaking this work on 
Government's behalf. 

The Leader of the Opposition, Sir, was 
asking what else is stopping the work from being 
d?ne. If the money is given to me to-day, 
Srr, I will start the building tomorrow. I 
cannot pluck it from trees; it has to be provided 
and we cannot work without tools. We do need 
this money; give me the money and I will 
give you the hospital. (Applause .) 

Question, Tlzat tlzis H ouse do now adjourn, put 
and agreed to. 

Resolved, That this House do now adjourn. 

Adjoumed accordingly at five minutes to 
twelve o'clock until 9 a.m. 011 Saturday, the 
23rd 1-.,Iarch, 1957. 
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PRAYERS 

(:\lr Speaker in the Chair) 

BUSINESS STATEMENT 

The Minister of Internal Affairs (Hon. 
J. M. Johnson): i\Ir Speaker, Sir, this morn
ing two Government Bills will be read for 
the first time and the House will then go into 
Committee of Supply. This will be the last 
day in Committee and 11·ill complete tlu: 
House's consideration of the 1957-58 Estimates. 

On i\londay and \\"edncsday the 25th and 
27th March, the remaining stages of the 
Government Bills will be tako:n, and the 
House will then be im·itcd to appro1·e Resolu
tions relating to the White Papers on Post 
Offices, Telecommunications, and Fishe ries, all 
of which ha1·e been laid on the T able. .-\ 
!\lotion relating to the Finances of the Unil-er
sity College Hospital will also be laid on the 
Table before the House rises. 

Tuesday, the 26th of :\larch will be a Private 
Members' Day, and the following :\lotions 11·ill 
be debated :-

Motion ~ o. 56-Self-Go,·ernrnent for 
Nigeria in 1957, moved by Chief S. L. 
Akintola. 

Motion ;\o. 63-Conference of Ministers 
of Education, mm·ed by Mr F. U. :\lba~ogu. 

Motion l\o. 60-Education in Southern 
Cameroons, moved by Mr L. S. Fonka. 

Motion ~o. 80-Building of Post Offices 
by Community Effort, moved by i\Ir F. U. 
Mbakogu. 

Motion l\o. 82-Mail Vans in Southern 
Cameroons, moved by Mr L. S. Fonka. 

Motion l\o. 10-Bridges on Trunk Roads, 
moved by Mr D. N. Chukwu. 

Motion No. 50-Minister of Food, Hous
ing and Internal Affairs, moved by Chief 
]. L G. Onyia. 

If all business is disposed of on \\"ednesday, 
the 27th March the House wi ll then adjou rn 
sine die. 

hD USTI\1.-\L DEVELOP~IE:"T ll!LL 
The Minister of Trade and Industry (' !" he 

Hon. R. A. ;\joku): Second Rcading-:\londay. 
25th :\larch, 1957 . 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

ScrPLY (EIGHTH ALLOTTED DAY) Co~I~UTTEE 

(House in Committee) 

HEAD 60+-CAPIL\L: PosTs A:"D TELEGHAPII :; . 

The Financial Secretary of the Federa- 1 

tion (:\Ir F. D. C. \Villiams) : Sir, I beg to 
mo1·c, T hat the expenditure from the D..:,·elop 
ment Fund of £5,299,840 for the purposes set 
out in the Draft Estimates for Cap ital Expendi
ture for 1957-58 under Head 60+, Capital Posts 
and T elegraphs be appro1·ed . 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Works (:\I. Usman Sarki) : I b~:g 
to second. 

Q1testion proposed . 

Mr J. M. Udochi (.-\fenmai): :\lr Chair
man. in supporting this Head of the Estimates , 
I simply 11·ish to dra11· the attention of the 
:\Iinister ttJ the 11-retched condition of the Post 
Office at .-\genebode, in Afenmai Division. This 
Post Office, Sir, is supposed to be one of the 
oldest in Benin P rovince. But the way it has 
been neglected in the past years is very dis
graceful. 

Last year, Sir, when I drew the Minister 's 
attention to the Post Office, I got the reply that 
steps were being taken to acquire a new site, 
when a completely new Post Office would be 
built. I entirely agree that such was the best 
step in the circumstances, but I could not 
imagine what is delaying progress in this matter. 
Agenebode is such a place that there can be no 
difficulty at all in the matter of acquisition of 
land; the people are so anxious to have their 
Post Office built that they are even prepared to 
make Government a free grant of land if that 
is the difficulty, but I know, Sir, that the 
question of site presents no difficulty in any 
shape or form. 

It is also to be observed, Sir, that for some 
past years provision has been made for tho: 
building of this Post Office in our Estimates, 
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cH td it i:; surpris:ng, Sir, that in 5pit<: of thi:> before the1· con:>ida replacement of those who 
pro1· is ion, all thes~ \ 'o res, no concn: t<: s teps have had them bdon:. It is jus t like when you 

~-~~-hny.e b!!m.taken. _I sec, also, that in the pr:e:;ent ha1·e so many children; _ you,_~!;!! P . q1J_JG_edi11g_~ 
------..:a-p~t-ut \=etc-m! have been asked to- -pass, -thcr<: only two or three out--{}f-ten-,-tO--th<H.-'*~<J.n--G~---:--

is also a sizable amount put down for bui lding the remaining seven. \\'hen you ha1·e fed 
Post Offices . I wish the ::\l inistc r would take three, then you say you are going to fe ed the 
steps to im plement this decision of acquiring a three again and aga in, eve n though yo u ha1·e not 
new site at .-\genebode, and build a new Post fed the other ones. 

O ffice . So i.t docs not make any sense, S ir. It 11:ere 
.-\ fter ha,·ing drawn the ?llinister's attention better if they leave this replacement in abeyance, 

to this , l fully support this H t:ad . and then Lice those who have not got their own 
Mall am Usuman Angulu Ahmed ( Kwara): share, so that ::\'ige ria may have equal share in 

::\lr Chairman, Sir, I ha,·c much difficulty in development. 
supporting this yea r's capital expenditure. Mr F. T. Odum (.-\hoada) : l\fr Cha irman 
Last yea r, we came to this House and supported Sir, my people of .-\hoada Dil'ision ha1·e been 
certain expenditu re , but till now the i'vlinister complaining too much about the building of the 
did not consider my Constituency's request. pos t office at Ahoada. This p_os t office was 
S in(e the beginning of this House I ha\·e b~en built as far back as 19 10. I t IS an old post 
bringing the ,,-ishcs of my people conce rnmg office, and the division in the Ri1·.:rs Province 
Posts and T elegrap hs in r;:,,·ara, especially is the lar CYeS t. I t happ<:ned that a i\[otion was 
in Koton Karifi , but the ?llinister has n Yer put to this House as to the building of this 
gi1·en g reat care to these pcopk. post office. I remember last yea r that a 

Sir, Kwa rc~ Di,·isio n is part of the Fcderc~tion question was asked of the Minister of ~o.mmu-
• of ::\'ige ria . It is a very, very shameful matter nications and Aviation about the bu1ldmg of 

for me to come here every year to repeat the this post office. I remember, Sir, that in 
same thing, but I feel that this is the right 1952 an estimate was made with regard to the 
House to which to bring such requests. More- buildin(7 of this post office at Ahoada. To 
over, I am one of the M embers of the Govern- my que~tion last year the Minister of Commu
ment Bench, and I don' t want to criticise my nications and Aviation replied that the delay 
G overnment. had been caused by the "necessity of altering 

I would also mention here, Sir, as requested the development building proposals because 
by my people, that they want the existing Postal of reductions in the Federal Economic Pro
.-\C7encv to be conve rted in to a true Post Office. gramme. However, Ahoada is included in the 
\Ve ,,:ant telecom municatio ns and telephone current programme". Now, up to this time, 
facilities to be connected with Koton-Karifi; but nothing has been done. 
what happens? Yesterday, when the Minister The division has sub-post offices, at Omoko 
presented his White Paper, the stateme~t on the we have a postal agency at Abua we have a 
policy proposed by the Government of t~e postal agency at Okaki we have a postal agency, 
Federat ion for the development of telecommum- and at Nsokpo. All these postal agencies 
cations in N igeria, which was tabled by the are running well, they require a sub-post 
Minister of Communications, it is ob vious that office to be built but if the permanent post 
Koton-Karifi has been omitted. office is not built now how can we try for the 

Mr Chairman, Sir, I am appealing through remaining post offices ? 
the Chair to the M inister concerned, to take We feel that there is too much discrimination 
great measures, and to see to the request of these in this respect. The Rivers Province, 
people of Koton-Karifi, Sir. according to my question of last year, has but 

I beg to support. few post offices, that is about four-Port 
Chief 1. s. Popoola (Owo North): Mr Harcourt is a municipal area. Now we have 

Chairman, I am a little bit hesitant in support- only one at Degema which has just been built, 
ing this Head. The main thing is that t_he but if you compare with those post offices 

b l built in the up line, in Iboland, I think the Ministry has got an ela orate p an to re~1se 
their old system, or to replace the old m~t~nals majority is there. 
used in the Post Offices. It were better 1t they Mr Chairman, Sir, I think it is high time that 
sen·cd those who have no Pos t Office at all, the Minister of Communications should make 
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a stat.:ment with regard to this part icu la r post place, too, nt:cds a post office and as the place 
ottict: at .-\hoada. After all, we all are one, is 1·e ry close to Lagos I think thl! ::\linister wi ll 
and 11·e cry for one :\igc ri :t, wc cry for - iml ~.:-n- finJ.i t poss ible to extc:nJ·-tdep-lm-rre-faei-l iries--to- -
cren~;- am:l-·i-ft:herci s- too - much di:;crimi"na tion -that· place. ----------· ------ --------·-- -

[ do not thi nk it 11·ill go well. ::\l r Cluirmc~n , [ beg to support. 

::\Ir Chai rman .J- bt:g to sup port. Mr J. A. Wachuku (.-\ba) : Mr Chairman, 
M . Nuhu Bama lli (Centr:il Zaria): ::\lr S ir, [ am most gratt:ful for this opportun ity. 

Chairman, I only wish to dra11· the attention :\ow, I want to express my appreciation of the 
of the :'ll iniste.r of Co mmu nications and \Vhite Paper ?'\o. S which has been laid on the 
Aviation to certai n inconveniences exper ienced Table, and I notice, S ir, that the re are certain 
bv all telephone users in th e ::\'orthe rn Pr01· in - impro1·ements earmarked for my Divisio n. 
ccs. \Vhene1·er you take your telephone But, Sir, I want to say, contrary to what an hon. 
to speak to son;ebody at the other end, about \!ember said over there, that if a mother o r 
t11·eh-e o'clock, you ca nnot hear him and he parent has some children, he should leav<: out 
cannot hear 1·ou, whv, because there is a the existing ones and begin to look after those 
terrib le intcrrL;ption by.thc :\' .B. S. programme. that do not exist. Sir, my own suggest ion is 
I hope the :'1 Iiniste r would look into this that if he does no~ car.: for those that are 
because it is causing the g rt:atest incom·enicnce already existing he runs a risk of los ing them 
to telephone users. all. They 11·i ll all die and then he wi ll fin d that 

Seco nd ly, Sir, I 11·o ul d li ke the ::\linister to hoping for that which has not arri1·ed will be 
take steps to sec that in the pro1·inces appl ica- quite an cxpcnsi1·e hope. I think it will be 
tions for tdephone in stallat ions are honoured . necessarY to strc nCYthen those that are alread1· 
For example, I ha1·e subm it ted my application in bei ng: and then ~~·ark hard to br ing up other.s 
for installa tion for two years an d, up till now, not in being .• 

I am kept on the waiting list . :--;011·, S ir, I am not going by the bibl ical 
.-\nd the th ird point I wan t tr> raise, Sir, is expression: " to him who has, more shall be 

tha t [would like to beg the ::\li nister to see to it g i1·en" . That is not my point here. :\Iy 
that a permanent departmental bu ildi ng is put point is that when you take sub-head 4, Tele
up at Zaria City for the postal age ncy there . phone T runks and Junction Routes, De,·elop
At prese nt the postal agency is housed in the ment and Re-const ruction, also the following 
city Reading Room, which is not the property sub-heads under H ead 60+, I have said it 
of the Depa rtment , and it is not safe , and is before, .-\.ba has no direct line to connect it to 
not convenien t, to the public. L agos. Aba yields more revenue to the Posts 

This agency sen-.; a population of about and T elegraphs and to the G overnment than 
sixty thousand people of the city, \Yith about Enugu. Enugu is the G01·ernment H e:td
seventy-five per cent literacy. I hope the quarters, but from the re1·enue point of Yiew 
Minister will look into these three points. Aba yields more, contributes more, than Enugu. 

Sir, I beg to support. Consequently, Si r, I am asking the Minister to 
Mr F. N. H. Ayeni (Badagry) : Mr Chair- see to having a direct connection between Aba 

man, Sir, I rise to support this H ead and in and Lagos. It is terrible to try to get Aba, 
doing so I ha1·e to congratulate the Minister sometimes when you get to Enugu they will 
of Communications and Aviation for his tell you, "oh, the line is out of order." The 
achievements, one of which is the opening of line is not out of order at all, only somebody in 
radio te lephone in Badagry recently. the Exchange does not want to connect you. 

But at the same time I have some observa- The line is out of order, within a few seconds 
tiuns to make ; with the new programme the line is in order again. \Ve want a direct 
ahead of us I have put in a question here about line to connect Aba and Lagos. 
the post office building in Badagry. The The same thing with Port Harcourt. i\Iy 
building was constructed of cardboard, and the Friend Mr Akwiwu is not here, and I ha1·e his 
walls are wearing away. I hope the Minister mandate to say it, that as soon as you connect 
at this time wi ll consider what to do about .\ba direct it is eas ier to get to Owerri. ::\ly 
the building. And apart from that, Badagry Friend here has been there, and the Minister 
Division is a wide division, it extends to himself knows that. So we beg the Minister 
Ajegunle .-\papa, 1·ery near to L agos. That to attend to these things. Aba is a commercial 
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town, and a strategic town in the Eastern R~gtO n. you sec the telephone lt!les passmg ll1 front, me this ques tion of acqu is ition of site. It is 

·A:!! roads br air; bv land , by sea, undergmund,_ on!y .jlbout t~...:~ ~1tY E£_ds from th_e headqua~tcrs ___ a new h<:ading, sub-head 22, .-\cquisit ion of 
- --- abo ~:c-i11c grounc( '-pasi tl\ro Ligh-A:ba ;-arrd-rhat--· o ffic~.~ Surcl yr.then:_Lulo_ti:.cnwc_;~_-+f!'iTitt1'9J. __ • ---~ Sire;·- under .{25 ,000 . . What site. docs the 

is win- c,·ay time ,·ou he ar ":\ ba, :\ b<t," and it as far as I can see. I am not a techmc_lan-I "Iinistc r e~pect to acq uire, and fo r wha t 
will b'c.: very bad if .trunk lines do not co nnect thmk my Fnend A~leylllka w1ll hdp me m that purpose 1 
the headquarters -;;f the Federation direct to matter-but there Is not much difficulty there, )."ow, Sir, there is something-l\Icmbers 
Aba; so, it seems to me that that should be so that the dlstnct hcaclqu;~rtcrs should be know this very well-that in various areas, I 
attended to. connected on the Port H~rcourt !tncs. I si:~uld know this in my om1 Di,·ision and "Ir Ojukwu 

The ne~t thing, Sir, is what directly co nce rns 
me · that is the case of "Ibctwsi. I know some
thi~a is beina clone about that now, but I want 
a n:"port fro~n the l\Iinister about " hat the 
position is. 

be most grateful_1f th1s _1s done becaus.: It It IS al so has something to say about th is, ir.- fact he 
done you mil hncl, . S1r, that you get more has asked me to mentio n it as a first instalme nt 
s~bscribers, you mil hncl the vanous towns and -there are certain ar<: :1s, S ir, whcre the people 
vt!lages ma~ be as~mg for more boxes so as to have subsc ribed money. That \\·as the case 
ha\·e e~tens10n from the cl1st_nct. headquarters, before with ;v[b;~ws i, they subscribed money, 

The Minister of Labour 
You are being selfish. 

and then you ha,·e commumcattons, and the_n paid the P. & T. for installation, equ ipment and 
and Welfare : \\·e mll know that the Federal Go\·e rnmcnt IS everything, then they pro mised to put up 

commg to the rural areas. either the telephone or post office, or \\·hate\"Cr 
Mr vVachuku : I am not. Sir, last year I 

pointed out here in this House that the tele
phone poles, or wires, at the exchange
e,·e rnhincr is locked up there and left to rot. 
But ·r un cl"erstand that something is being done. 
I notice in the programme it is included in 
some of those to be completed within 1955-60. 
I " ·ant that to be completed nolL 

One hon. Member : Tomorro\\· ? 

Mr W achuku : I will not say tomorrow, but 
by the time this Session ends, Sir, I want that 
to be completed, and I want the Minister to 
report progress on that line. Sir, the head
quarters of Eastern District Council in Aba 
Divis ion is onh· four miles from the post office 
at Aba, on the ·o\\·erri Road, and the telephone 
pole is just in front wt' it like that. I would like 
a telephone to be connected to the District 
Council there. The office is there, just about 
fifty yards from the telephone poles, Sir. \Yhat 
is it that holds up the P. and T. from just 
putting up two lines right down there, and 
attaching the telephone there ? The Minister 
knows the place I am talking about. 

There is also the Ngwa High School, a most 
important college. 

Now, Sir, the Eastern District Council 
H eadquarters is only six mi les from the post 
office. That is surely within a radius of six 
miles. The Minister can put up a few poles 
and you have telephone in the Eastern Council 
headquarters. They have asked me to ask the 
Minister to give them a telephone. I hope the 
Minister is taking note of this most important 
request. 

i\Iembers have a~ked for ru ra~ areas to be it is for them, then they did not do anythi ng for 
provided for. My own case, S1r, I am not a long time. :\nd there are some of them, fo r 
asking anybody to be depri,·ed, I am only example )." newi. Al though C\ ne\\·i is in the 
asking that two lines should be connected to the White Paper, the fee had been paid a long time 
lines already there, which run twenty yards to the ago, but nod1ing has bee n clone. So \\·e are 
district council office in one pl~ce ; two line~,four asking the i\Iinister to stop that practice of 
miles from Aba on the Owerr1 Road, runrung to chargina people fees and collectina the fees and 
a distance of ~bout twenty yards, and tbt is aiL leaving 

0

the work undone, othem~se they may 
And then the only other long distance one, only wake up one day and find that the Posts and 
six miles. That is en?ugh. So the Minister Telegraphs is dragged to court for breach of 
should take it very senously and see to It that contract. The members of my constituency 
my Division is well supplied with telecommuni- have complained that we should warn the 
cations so that the people there will be able to Minister to warn the Directo r of P. & T . that 
communicate with their brothers elsewhere in unless he instructs his subordi nates to comply 
in this country. with their request they will wake up one 

Sir, I notice certain items, sub-head T, in 17, morning and find they are dragged to court for 
Ministerial Headquarters Office Extension, a breach of contract, and if they are found guilty 
sum of £160,000. I would like the Minister the Government will not be called upon to pay 
to explain to us why this extension is taking the cost, the man i~ charg~ ,~·ill be called upon 
place. Whether it is necessary at aiL to pay the cost, but 1f the M1~1ste r does ~ot warn 

Then the General Post Office. There is an them he may find that--here IS a cut m his salary 
extension to the General Post Office, sub- t~ ~ake good for the losses sustained by the 
head 17. Sir, I happened to visit the G.P.O. cl!stnct. 
the other clay. I think, rather than extension, Well, in order to enable others to have a 
that post office needs complete reconstruction. say, I support the head. 
It has served its purpose, the building has Mr B. A. Obaje (South Igala) ; Thank you, 
served its purpose, and I think the present Mr Chairman. Yesterday many words were 
General Post Office does not measure up to a said, and I was so unhappy that my division 
standard required for a country that is looking has been forgotten. Sir, even the province 
for independence within a very short time. I I come from was forgotten entirely. Though 
think the Minister should do something to I was so unhappy, yet I must contribute 
recondition that post office to make it worthy of something this morning. If the Members 
the Federal capital of Nigeria. Some of the of this House happened to see my face yester-
equipment there are rather antediluvian. I day they would see that I was unhappy. 
know the Minister has placed some orders, but (Laughter). 
as soon as these things are replaced, the better );ow, telecommunications. Belie,·e me, the 
things would be. I would like some members rural areas have been forgotten. Why they 
to try and visit this post office, and they would do not extend telecommunications to the 

ru ral areas, \\·onclc r. :\Iy di ,·ision has no 
telecommunications. :\ gem:bodc is ,-en· near 
to my place, Idah , !gala Di,·ision, ,-e r}· nea r 

_ t o_~}.:_p1"li:.e .. ano--A~11_liocl~_ js_ jus t _abol.! t 
two miles to my place. T here is no t<: lcphone - -- - -·-- -
at my place and I should be ,·e ry gbd if the 
"Iinister of Communi <:ations ami .-\\-ia ti rm 
will come to my place and sec the condi tion 
of the post office. 

:-:ow, I can tell the i\Iinister of Communica
tions and As iation that only one postmas t~ r 
is pos ted to my place-only one. \\'e w~nt 
more. More clerks. You would see m,· 
people on the counter, waiting for transact ions, 
but that one man would be unable to attend 
to them. :\Iany people send telegrams anJ 
buy stamps here; he alone attends the people , 
onlv one clerk ! So I wish the hon. House 
wili consider this rural area. 

Mr P. Aiyuk (Mamfe) : :\Ir Chairman, 
I rise to support this Head. I would like 
to congratulate the i\Iinister for his bold 
programme connected with postal imp ro,·e 
ments . The programme is as bold as himself 
and I am really very happy that he has listened 
to most of our complaints. Last year, I spoke 
very vehemently about the Post Office at 
"Iamfe and I am now pleased to see tha t 
arrangement has been made for a new T ype 2 
Post Office at i\Iamfe and many other places 
in the Southern Cameroons. 

There is only one omission, a regrettable 
one, and I think as the Minister has mam· 
things to do, perhaps that is just a mere o\·e r·
sight. During this Session I spoke about 
Post Offices for Wum and Nkambe Divisions. 
Wum and Nkambe are administrative head
quarters and I think it is very necessary that 
priority should be given for Departmental 
Post Offices to be constructed in those two 
Divisions. So I am asking the Minister that 
if this is an oversight, he should now take 
note to see that the oversight is remedied and 
that provision is made for Departmental Post 
Offices to be constructed at Wum and :t\kambe 
Divisions. 

Alhaj i Aliyu Bissalla (Abuja) : Mr Chair
man, Sir, in support of this Head of capital 
e~penditure on Posts and Telegraphs, I ri se 
to add my quota to the showers of thanks 
and congratulations to the Minister of Com
munications and Aviation and all his staff, 
both technical and the rest, for his bold schemes And then, Sir, on the Port Harcourt road, 

too, about fifteen miles you find .-\ sa, and then appreciate what I mean. 
(66 1) 
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both txccutcd and those under execution. 
:\o 11·onder, the !\linister is doing his best 

~-~-- a~n.l still - we · :tre ·all· -nor yet· sa tisfied unless 
---- -,,,e see tfiaf'tnere Is a l.iet't'e r'\\ay oT communica~ 

tions in the rural areas. 
Last time, Sir, I mentioned the replacement 

of the present telephone lines linking Abuja 
with :\linna 11·ith a better double li ne; and 
also, S ir, another li ne is neccssarv from .. -\buja , 
Lapai, Age and Biela ; but, S ir: behold I am 
11·aiting for the Minister 11· ith a kind heart 
and bold action to take action on these lines 
with the help of his staff. 

I sha ll not fail, Sir, to mention Whi te Paper 
:'\o. S which sho11·s that the wheels arc noll' 
mo1·ing towards success. And also tht: system 
of mail transport from :\l in na to .-\buja , which 
is no11· at present only once a 11·eek, is causing 
incon1·c nience to tht: interests of the public and 
this net:ds consideration of our bold :\Iinister. 
The people, Sir, want this system of transport 
increased from once a week to, S<ll·, twice a 
\\'t!Ck. . 

\ \'it h these fe11· remarks, S ir, I support the 
11·hole Head. 

Prince R.N. Takon (Ikom) : i\Ir Chairman, 
S ir, in supporting this H ead of capital expendi
ture. I ha1•e but one comment to make and that 
is the question that the :.Vlinistry should take 
0\·er completely the payment of the salary of 
Postal Agents and also that of mail runners in 
order to relieve the people of the areas concerned 
after the hard struggle to put up buildings for 
the post office by communal labour. 

You know, there are some rural areas 11·he re 
the Government finds it impossible to put up 
Post Offices. So the local people being anxious 
to co nnect themselves with communications in 
other places, have to labour themselves and put 
up buildings, and Government used to pay the 
Postal Agents a very small amount of money 
and the local people are there to make up the 
salary of the Postal Agents. So I would be 
pleased if the i\Iinistry will consider this and 
then take up their salaries completely. 

\Vith this, Sir, I beg to support. 

The Minister of Communications and 
Aviation (Hon. K. 0. Mbadiwe) : i\Ir Chair
man, I have listened most attenti,·ely to :!<c 
various complaints which have been made about 
improvements of Post Offices and telecommuni
cations. I ha1·e also listened to the encomiums 
on the work of the Posts and Telegraphs 
Department and my l\linistry for the work done 

in certai n areas. l do not intend to prc,·cn t is, up to January we have completed 1,280 for been voted. I read in the mcmor~ndu_r_n. Si r, 
:\!embe rs from airing their 1·icw, but since I Lagos, but now our target up tt.J the end of thts that tht:re ar~ plans ~o r the expansiOn of 
propose -to formal!) mm·e-·a·:\·liJt ion on Monday · -- onth will ·be 1 550 ·- arrd-forl:he ~'estern - telephone-sen'lee3. { wisl-t-twsay-~hat -Ibarapa ~- --- ~ -- ~ 
forfTi ts House to accept the\T llik !'aperoii tne -+---'~""e.;ion568Tor ·ih~-Ea~tern Region 53~ 'for the · nisfflctCOunc1! petmonedthenr>n-:- :\Iin ister ____ ---- --
Post Office De,·elopment P rogra mme and also :\o~thern Region 360, and for the Southern in 1955 for telephone servtces m Igboora and 
the White Paper on the Telecommunications C'jot'"'leroons 48, bringing the total up to 3,056. Eruwa .. So far n~ reply has been re~e t,·c d. 
D e1·elopmcnt and :\•!embe rs will ha1·e ample That will complete the target. There 1s no me~twn of these pl.aces tn the 
opportunity to discuss some of these matters, I . . h \Vhite Paper, particularly that D1stnct. 
think it will be unwise tu u_ndu l_v lcn)!then the Commg now to the overall PICture. I ave , 1. . 1 c 

"' called the i\ Ianagement Boa rLl of the Depart- I wou ld like the hon. -' ltuste r t h:re,ore to 
debate on that Head . (Ciieers). · 1 d th · h' s nc11· plan· \\'h t·l ·t [ ment to gi,·e me information to11·n by to11·n in mc u e em Ill I >. " 

:\ nd for those 11·ho ha1·c already spoken, if each Region as to why telephone installations would thank the hon. :\Ii nister , Sir, for the 
th e,· ha1·c read the White Paper properly, they have not been carrier! out, .. (Applause) . . what Postal Agency opened at Sanusi Railway 
II'OLdd ha1·e seen that my intentions arc clearly is the cause for the delay, and this in,·cstigation Station, I would like to point out that 11·e need 
set out there so that this House ca n know what will be a re,·iew of the country as a whole, the Post Offices at Eruwa, Igboora and Tapa. 
to expect. I felt I must take you into confi - :\orth, the East, the West, and the Southern Sir, as I have said before dur ing this Session, 
dence, tell you what funds mu ha,·c and plan Cameroons. That Board has met and the the Postal Agencies we ha1·e are ne,·er inspected . 
accordingly: and yo u 11·ill sec <~II in the \\ 'hite report has been placed before me. I want to \\'e never see one single Inspector coming 
Paper. You cannot expect me to gi,·c you a find out how manv subscribers there are on to see w·hether they ever need imp rovement, 
nell· moon where you han: not prol·ided for each exchange, hmv many ha,·e been added to and in this case I think it will be difficult for 
e1·cn the im·estigation toll·a rds a nt:ll· moon . the list, and how many vacancies there are, and the hon. Minister to understand 11·hv we need 
So 11·ith the mon ey you ha ,·e. I h,ll·e gi,·en you ll'h1· installations have not been carried out. Post Offices. If recommendations go through 
wl1at mu can achi c,·e and this is embod ied in · h 11 1 · c1 h I d · 1 1 1 '!. · Once I a1·e a t 11s ata t en can etermme the appropriate channe s to t 1e 10n . " llltster. 
the \\ 'h ite Paper which you 11·ill exami ne. ll'hether the need is for more equipment which I hope he will be good enough to gi1·e clue 

T he :\!ember for .-\hoacla will sec that a tender has not been sent, whether our s tores arrange- c0 nsidcration to our reql:t:Sts. 
f( Po t Office at 'hr>a 'a h·1· al re·lr·!,·cro tl c out m-nt< ar~ 11·eak, or 11·hether the trouble 1'o due ~ 1 Jr a s ' -" · u '> · ' . o · • ~ ' " \\'ith these few remarks, Sir, I support t 1e 
The :\·Iember for Afam D i1·ision will see to shortage of staff- but until I have got all that Head. 
that under Item 9, if he reads his White Paper information I cannot gi1·e you a complete 
well, that prol' ision for a new Post Office has 
alreaclv been made for that area. 

.-\s for the installation of telephones, I 11·ill 
take this opportunity to gi1·e you some data on 
this subject now. During the year 1956-57 
I met 11·ith members of my :\linistry and 
Department and we set a goal for ourselves, a 
target for te lephone installations for this year 
was set ; the figure was 3,000. I will now gi,·e 
you a progress report on that target. We shall 
set another goal for another year, but let me 
first of all give you information about what has 
been achieved so far. 

Cp to the 31st January, 1957, that is begin
ning from April 1956 to January l 957, we have 
installed in Lagos 1,280 telephones: in the 
Western Region +68: in the Eastern Region 
450 : in the Northern Region 270 and in the 
Southern Cameroons 32. (Interruption). Hon. 
1\Iemb~:rs, I am certain it would be better if you 
were to listen when I am gidng my report and 
when it is complete, you can fire back. 

I ha\·e given you data up to the month of 
January 1957, but 31st :\larch, 1957 will bring 
us to the full year, and since this report was 
compiled before that date, I want to gi ,.e you an 
approximate number which we have se t; that 

picture. 

One thing I realised throughout my tour of 
the countrv, that where,·er one goes, one finds 
more and 'more telephone installations, and I 
wish to tell this Legislature that it is my duty 
to carrv out the wishes of this House. 
(Ap?wse). If I make arrangements to give 
you a new heaven, and then you say you wish 
for a new earth, th<:n I must do everything I 
can to get it for you ; but from what I have 
heard in this House I can see that Members 
wish for more telephones, and I intend to supply 
them with all speed . (Applause) . 

i\Ir Chairman, Sir, since there will be a 
chance for more debate on this subject later, 
I do not think hon. Members will press me 
more now. 

Mr J. G. Adeniran (Ibadan West): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, from what the Minister has. told 
us, we do not as yet know how many pnvate 
subscribers and how many telephones were 
given to Covernment offices last year. 

Sir, speaking on this Head of expen~itu~e I 
refer the hon. Minister of Commumcattons 
and Aviation to sub-he:~d 8,-T echnical 
.-\ssistance-fo r which a sum of £+5,000 has 

The Minister of Research and Informa
tion (Chief Kola Balogun) rose in his place 
and claimed to move, That the Question be 
now put. 

Question . That the Question be now put, put 
and agreed to. 

Question put accordingly and agreed to. 

Re;·olved, That the expenditure from the 
D evelopment Fund of Five Million, Two 
Hundred and Ninety-nine Thousand, Eight 
Hundred and Forty Pounds for the purposes 
set out in the draft Estimates of Capital 
Expenditure, l 957-58, under H ead 60+.
Capital : Posts and Telegraphs, be approved. 

HEAD 605-0THER CAPITAL EXPE:\D!TURE 

The Financial Secretary of the Federa
tion (iVIr F. D. C. Williams): Mr Chairman, 
Sir, I beg to move, That this House approves 
the expenditure from the Development Fund 
of £6,267,440 for the purposes set out in the 
draft Estimates of Capital Expenditure 1957-53, 
under Head 605-other Capital Expenditure. 

Hon. Mt:mbers, Sir, will have noticcJ that 
the sum which this Motion seeks to appropriate 
is different from the total of Head 605 as shown 
at the foot of page 198 of the Estim:ltes. The 
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di tfen:n cc amounts to £:285,000 anJ I think agree that the utmost economy is not effected 
it 11·ill be hdpful if at this stage I explain the in our expenditure as in business and pri1·ate 
reason for this. life. \Ve are a growing country and we need 

~----- ----·--Lfh c drafr-;f~h-c ... ~ate~ ,.="tS - c~ r~pl~~d-~IQtor n10hc V. __ ____ =-- .. -----~--~~---= ~---~:._ 
early in January and was then sent to the I am going to refer now to Military and 
Go1·e rnment Press so that printed copies Defence, that is subsection + ( 1) and (2) : 

., could be available for despatch to i\Iembers at Military Buildings and Accommodation and 
the end of that month. Howe,·e r, the rc1· ic:w ::-<aval Force. I consider that the expenditure 
of the Economic Programme conta ined in under this Head is too small, compared with 
Sessional Paper 0:o. 2 of 1957 , which was the expenditure on other Heads: it is ve ry 
laid on the Table of this House early in the scanty. This is a growing country and we 
present Session, was still being undertaken are aiming at independence. I for a moment 
and the changes in the Programme 11·hich the do not want the framers of expenditure to 
Federal Go1·ernment proposes to make and give us the impression of a red-tape policy, 
which are set out in paragraph IS of that a policy of repeating the same thing over and 
\\.hite Paper could not be reflected in the over the years, or some subtle device to check 
printed draft Estimates 11·hich :--.Iembers now our pace of emancipation by keeping our 
h:11·e before them. • figures so very vital towards that end. \Ve 

Funds for some of the changes proposed 
in the Sessional Paper are not immediately 
required but as far a:> the );a,·al Force is con
cerned, pro1·ision is required immediately 
to enable orders to be placed for warships, 
guns and ammunition, and for the construction 
of a small ammunition magazine. Thi~ will 
necessitate the insertion of a new item of 
expenditure under sub-head + of this Head. 
I would add that the total cost of these proposals 
amounts to £535,000, but only £285,000 is 
required during 1957-58. My hon. Colleague, 
the Chief Secretary, wi ll be able to explain 
this aspect of the matter in greater detail. 

:--.rr Chairman, Sir, I beg to mo1·e. 

The Minister of Research and Informa
tion (Chief Kolawole Balogun): Sir, I beg to 
second. 

Question proposed. 

Mr D. E. Okereke (Owerri) : Mr Chairman, 
reading through the items of expenditure 
under this Head along with others under 
Head 603 and also Heads 68 and 69, and in 
fact most other Heads of expenditure, a 
deplorable state of expenditure reveals itself. 
I need hardly remind ourselves, hon :\!embers, 
that we are shepherds of this country 's economy 
and that it is our duty, when we leave this 
Legislature some time to come, to leave the 
Government and this country a healthier and 
stronger Go\·ernment. · 

I think it is time we hon. i\Iembers do not 
stop at saying "Aye, Aye" but to reject some 
items of expenditure. Persons outside the 
Civil Service and even other Civil Servants do 

must remind ourselves, hon. Members, that 
some of us quite consciously do help the 
Civil Servant to put in such items of expendi
ture in our Estmates which he knows trulv 
are not really essential because we spend a lot 
of time speaking on one Head with the result 
that there is no ti;:ne at all to deal with others, 
and there they go. 

I will for a moment show why I think that the 
Estimate under Defence is so small. \\'e 
want more money for Defence. (Hear, hear.) 
\Ve are aiming at independence and on our 
independence day there is not even a single 
aircraft to grace the air ; there is not even one 
cruiser to boom guns on our shores. As 
Nigeria's shepherds, with independence in 
view, I think it behoves everyone of us to see 
to what is going to be our international status. 
\Ve must be able, when we become indepen
dent, to bargain with strength. \Ve must see 
about what is going to be the status of this 
country. \Ve must think about our currency; 
we must think about our defence and we must 
think about our Naval Force (there is no 
provision for a Naval Force, as a matter of 
fact). 

Some bon. Members : There is. 

Mr Okereke : It is too small, that is why 
I said "as a matter of fact". I think it is time 
that we called a halt, Gentlemen, to what I 
may call criminal waste, and I think if this 
state of expenditure is going to go on, I will 
bring a Motion to this House and ask the 
Government to consider the creation of the 
post of an Economy Officer whose business 
will be to go through the whole Departments 
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and cut down expenditure drast ically to the sec any Federal shipping. \rhat 11·ill happen 
bares t minimum that 11·ill be rc:ally useful to if ou r shipping gets c rack~d ? \rhat 11·i ll 
this country. (Hear, hear.) I think the time happen if the foreign shipping companies 
is -ripe that we got an Economy Office r.~or · - s~Fike~ --Wha t will happen with our exports ? 

--· · cxari1pk, there wa:; an item \l· l1c:re I seem to -~rrfe-cci unfr)' 11·illlYecom.., 1·cr5· poor. · 
find that the sum of nearly£+ million is se t out 
for senior staff housing. What is the U S<.! of The Chairman : Will the hon . Member 
spending about £ + million for housing when kindly note that the re is no p411'; ision for 
we have the barest means of a nation ? shipp ing under this H ead. He sho uld IVl t 

di:>cuss what is not in the Head. 
Some bon. Members : £ + million ? 

Mr Okereke : I quite agree, :--.rr Chairman, 
Mr Okereke : :\early £ + million; 01-er but I am saying there should be something 

£3 million. about shipping. \re must do something and 
Gentlemen, I think the wav in which we can we ought to do something. 

eco nomise is to see that all these things under :\Ir Chairman, I beg to support. 
this Head, that the African contractor be given 
a chance. \Ve can economi:;e in that way The Minister of Labour and Welfare : 
because I think it is too plain that the foreian (Chief F. S. Okotie-Eboh): :--.l r Chairman, Sir, 
contractor will need more monev than the I 11·ish to say that if there is nothing in the 
.-\fri can contractor. The only complaint about programme of this Go1·ernment that should 
the African contractor is sometimes that he is commend itself to all the sides of this Hou:;e 
not competent enough ; and what is competence certainly you will agree with me that it is the 
without the money ? Once he is gil·en the Economic Programme of the Gove rnment. 
money as the alien contractor, vou will see he As is stated in this H ead, it is an indication that 
will be as competent. He will use the money to the Go1·ernment has got its plans most sincerely 
employ competent heads and competentt put down for the economic de1·elopment of this 
workers and he will be quite as competent as country. The items are self-explanatory and 
any alien contractor. E1·en a man like me, not they co1·er nearly all the fields of our economv. 
knowing anything about contract, gi1·e me the The development p rojects cannot be ful fi lled 
money that is gi1·en to the alien contractor, if the thesis that has been postulated b1· the 
and I think I will be able to be as efficient last speaker is going to be followed makin'g the 
(Loud applause). Government a savings bank institution instead 

of spending what is expected to be spent for 
That is one way in which we can economise h d 1 f h t e e,·e opment o t e country. 

and in that respect I am pointing out to the 
Government that the policy should be more I would like to draw the attentiow of the 
money in and less money out. That is the House to a very few points. 
!:_olicy of e1·ery Government in the world. 
There should be more money coming into the An bon. Member : A bankrupt Gol·e rn-
country and less money going out of the country. ment. 
If we give the building contracts to our own The Minister of Labour and Welfare : 
people the money will remain with us and will We are not running a bankrupt company: we 
circulate in this country and will not get out of are talking about our economic programme. 
this country. But when we give contracts to 
aliens the money will go out of the country and I would like to mention the item under Head 
the country becomes impoverished. More 605 (8)-Federal Loans Board. The idea of 
money in, less money out should be the policy establishing a Federal Loans Board to sub
of this Government. As far as possible let sidise small industrial projects in the country is 
less money get out of the country then this something that should commend itself to all 
country will become richer and richer for the sides of _this House. That is expected to gi1·e 
various things that we need in our independence. such ass1stance to people, irrespective of their 

class or political leanings or distinction, and I 
In short, I am asking that when the time am happy to say that both the Chairman of 

comes expenditure on Defence should be made the Board and the Members have demonstrated 
much higher and also there should be consi- it by awarding such loans to people only for 
dered some expenditure on shipping. I do not the establishment and improvement of the 
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indus trial projects and not questioning their For instance, in the Western Region a 
P ''_liti~:a l leanings, as is done some\1·hcre that :\linister dra11·s a I,ousi ng allowance with 

- ~ . ..:..·e aU !.now ;.c rY well. - -·--- ::._ __ -_ care.tak..er's ·_rulo,\·anc.e of about £5+0 a year. 
_ -\nothcr poin~ I \\"O uld like to mention is the That shows you that if _a :Vlinister builds his 

Centml L wos Slum Clearance Scheme. 1 am own house and draws £)01) from Government 
sure tha t al l those 11-ho had accused this Go1·crn- every year, in ten years he would h<•• dra 11·n 
mcnt of initiating this programme will agree £5,000 and ~he cos_t of hts bu_tldtng would 
,1·ith us in a ,·ery short time that it is not meant h~ve been pate! for from publtc tunds and y:t 
to dispossess Iand-oil"l1ers but that it is meant hts blllldmg becomes Ius ~~~-n property. \V e 
to impro1·c Lagos and make it a Capital of the do ~ot, 11·ant to have that ~enny m se pound 
Federation of :\igeria worth 1- of its standing. fooltsh poltcy_, and that , ts why we ha1·e 

· clectdcd to budd l\Itmsters quarters that mil 
.:\ex t I would like to mention the reclamation befi t not the dignity of the i.\-linistcrs but the 

of South-East Ikoyi, but before I do that I dignity of the capital of the Federation of 
would like to say that I and the other :\·Iembct·s :\igeria. 
of the D elta Pro1·ince are n:ry happy to see 
tha t the su m of £I 00,001) is e:mnarkcd for the This argument is reinforced by the former 
ne11· c!o~:kyard in the Delta Provi nce. \Ye hope Minister of Land, the hon. i\ l r J. F. Odunjo, 
that 11·ithout bringing in the question of ship- in the Western Regional Legislature when the 
ping 11·hich an hon. :\!ember was 11-orried about, Weste rn Regional Go1·ernment had wamed to 
he should know that 11-e ha1·e to start from the increase sala ries and thcv were criticised b1· 
beginning. we ha1·c to lay the foundation. The the Opposition. I shall read, with you'r 
erection of a clnckF rd is the be::rinning of our permission, Sir, what the hon. Odu njo said. 
s hip p1ng pvssi oiii ties and ir· nur sl. as ar..: I am happy my fri end ~Ir Dosunmu is here and 
properly trained and become engineers and he will carry it to the !\!embers of the Opposition 
na1·igators, there is no gainsaying the fact that who ha1·e been vehemently criticising us and 
in future they will do greater things in the who are conspicuously absent this morning. 
shipping world. 

I no11· turn to the question of the reclamat ion 
of Ikoyi \\·h ich has been put forward by the 
energetic and indefatigable :\Iinister of Land, 
l\ fines and Power. That reclamation is done 
for the imp rovement of housing scheme~ in 
Lagos and it is not meant for only Europeans 
o r a class of people. It is meant for all and 
sundry and anybody who has the necessary 
fur,"C!s could go to Ikoyi, get a piece of land, 
build his house and remain there. That is to 
show that this Government is also thinking 
progressively. 

But a point I would like to make is that while 
we are th inking about developing Lagos and 
trying to build super-structures that will 
beautify this cosmopolitan community, many 
people feel that the Ministers must continue to 
stay in ramshackle buildings and many views 
have been expressed that Ministers ought to 
stay in hired houses. A particular newspaper 
had gone out of its way to take the picture of 
Ministers' houses in their different homes and 
publish it to show what sort of buildings the 
l\linisters had before. I am not going to 
comment on that but I am going to say this, 
that this Government is not prepared to hi re 
houses for :Vlinisters. 

Mr L. J. Dosunmu (Lagos East) : Point of 
order, Sir. Obviously the Minister is utterly 
irrelevant. There is no quest ion of :VIinisterial 
buildings under this Head . 

The Chairman : The ;\ l inistcr of Labour. 

The Minister of Labour and WeiWare : 
With your permission I will read. This is 
what the hon. Odunjo said and I want hon. 
Members to listen. "l\lr Chairman, it is most 
regrettable that in discussing this very impor
tant matter of the increase in Ministers ' 
salaries many of our friends on the Opposition 
side have allowed personal prejudices and party 
antagonism to blind their vision to the real 
point at issue. The hon. Mr Olumofin has 
gone so far as to threaten when we were dis
cussing this matter last Saturday, that he would 
reveal the salary every individual Minister had 
been receiving when he was a private man. 
Unfortunately Mr Olumofin in threatening to 
reveal salaries forgot that a man's salary is not 
conditioned to the look of his face but it is 
according to the status and dignity of the office 
he is supposed to hold. \\"hat we are asked to 
discuss, Mr Chairman, is the principle that 
will justify the increase of Ministers' salaries". 
He goes further: "If to-cby some of our 
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:\linisters are men who, according to :\Ir should he abk to supply all the necessary 
--·-'-·---~-\O!!~~.>.,.....;are known to be receiving poor grounding to ensure that these students spend 

- th~(\,:erc- pn,'ate~,_\1"!'\_llt _ ___ill<';. mtn1_munl'time abroad. - _ ·_ • _ 
arc \\"C go ing to do . to at :ract first-class people E,·ery \!ember will realise that the money 
,rho, m the cst 1matto ~ ot :\lr Olumofin, would that we spend in this country for our children 
ha1·e been recetnng tat salanes as proksswnal to acquire additional knowledo-t: from that 

b - I b '! . . l" "' men etore t 1ey ccame " tntsters . which can be obtained locally really comes 
And hear what :\Ir Akintola answered : under "insensible" imports-"inse nsible" 

" In opposing the amcndmt: nt I sec no iota of imports in _that the knowledge. they acquire 
logic at al l. Comparisons arc said to be comes to thts cou ntry but tht:re ts no phystcal 
odious but comparisons arc unam idable for article that is imported. 
the purpose of maintaining the proper balance." Some of our boys remain in the U ni ted 
He 11·a$ making comparisons about the condi- Kingdom technical inst itute; for two years 
tion of sen·icc of :\li nisters elsewhere and before thcv are allowed to enter the uni1·crsities 
:\l inistcrs here. And so when we say we are but I am 'sure that thes<: t11·o Institutions will 
bu ilding for the :\ lin isters in the Capital ; be able to give them all they need so that the 
we are certainly not huild ing for the pe rsons of period of their stay o1·erseas could be appre
the :\li nis ters who are in office now but we arc ciably shortened. And I am asking tnat every 
building for posterity; 11·e are bui ldtng super- effort should be made to see to it that these 
st ructures that 11·ill remain for e1·er and beauti ty Institutions are expanded : they shoul d be 
the Capital City of this Federation, and I want expanded in Zaria, Enugu and lbadan and 
to sar, Si r, that when 11·e lea1·c the ministerial there is no reaso n wh1· C ni1·ersitv Colleae 
posit~on-ancl 11·e are not the type of politician Ibadan should not be e~panded to take the~e 
who \\·ill cont inue in om~e for e\·er-wc:: feel bC;ys who are ah1·ays clamouring to go to the 
that, when _we lea1·e here, and othe r people Uni ted Kingdom for furth er studies. 
come and thts countrv becomes free, that when ,- b d . h ld · d _ d b , · · · · · ' h t" • "'o o v s. ou mtsun er,tan me y saymg 11·e mnte :\ltmsters trom ot er ree countnes, th I d · t t 1 t t tl U ·t d 
they should not come and find the ;\'[inisters of K.~t d 0 nol w_an peop e ot_go 0 lel me 
:\" · · · h kl b ·1d · mg om. t ts very mce or peop e to go 
- tge na staytng m rams ac · e ut tngs. and acquire more knowledge, more culture, 

Mr S. W. Ubani-Ukoma (_-\.ba) : :\lr and come back to this count ry and help us. 
Chairman, I congratu late the Go1·ernment for What I mean is, if we can arrange it so that 
the bold step they ha1·e taken under Education . they spe :.d less time the re , it will be mo re: 
I see about £246,000 earmarked fo r ,:-;igerian profitable to this country. 
College of _-\.rts , Science and Technology, The next point I want to raise is the under
and also £200,000 for University ~ollege writing of the shares of the :\igerian Cement 
l badan ...... no doubt that thts money ts · · · · Company. \Veil, this is also a very ;ood 

The Chairman : I am sorry to interrupt but plan, a bold plan, for the Government to have 
would i\lr Ubani-Ukoma speak a little louder. undertaken. But one thing I want to say is 
It is, [ think, a bad part of the Chamber there : that the time has come \Yhen we should have 
it is difficult to hear him. If he would speak sufficient cement produced in this coun try. 
louder I would be most grateful. We keep on scheming and planning and yet 

we import more cement year in, year out. 
Mr Ubani-Ukoma : I say that I congratulate The time has come when we should have 

the Government for the bold step they have cement produced in this country and there 
taken in trying to provide funds for the e:<ten- will be no grumbling if a large sum of money 
~ ion of the :\igerian College of Arts, Sctence is being used to subsidise or to help the 
and T echnology and also of the University company experimenting on cement production. 
College, Ibadan. There is one thing I would 
like to add : we want results because many of Now I want to say the last thing in this 
our b01·s travel from these shores to the Estimate is semi-permanent .and temporary 
l"nitcd "r-~in rrdom and other universities in the buildings under Police. I am very sorry to say 
world, am! "'some of them remain longer in that Police Department has not been well 
those o1·crseas institutions than they would treated anywhere, particularly in my home. 
hav~ to remain had thev had sufficient prcpara- I do not know why the people in the Force 
tion here and I think tl{at these two Institutions should be provided with these semi-permanent 
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buildi ngs. If you arc going to spend such a 
large sum of money as £100,000, why not 

--~:_~£_~!'~ -~ontr~c~_:·~- ':.!:.o will construct 
____ _mcm:._pcrm;.~n(Qt structur.co . .:..~o not sec th<.: 

economy in this. The Police Department has 
co me to stay : I do not sec any reason why 
such a large sum of money should be expended 
onl y to provide for semi-permanent buildings. 
I know that if this sum of money is given to 
.-\frican contractors they will be able to provide 
so mething that is in the neighbourhood of 
permanent. 

Th<.: last thing I want to say is : when you 
look through this Head 605-and if you ha,·e 
time to work it out and see the aggregate 
expcnditu re -you see that all these things are 
conce ntratt:d on Lagos : everything Lagos, 
Lagos, Lagos. :\ow, I do n9t see any reason 
why people in the rural areas should not have 
some sort of de,·e lopment and I am totally 
against all concentration on Lagos. Perhaps 
I am just saying this to deaf ears, but I want to 
remind the Go,·ernment that next year I am 
asking them most earnestly to shelve some of 
this development on Lagos and leave us more 
money fo r the rural areas. 

M. Baba Danbappa (:\orth East Central 
Kana): I support this Head 605- 0ther 
Capital Expenditure-and I would like . to 
point out to the Government what I thmk 
would be right: Sub-head 10 (!)-Central 
Lagos Slum Clearance Scheme-l think what 
the Government ought to do is to give more 
money under this sub-head. 

Everybody will agree, who knows Lagos, 
that at the present time conditions are quite 
appalling in the slum areas and people will agree 
that nobody wants this slum clearance scheme 
but, after it is done, people will appreciate what 
the Go,·ernment has done for them. 

the expense of the .\ frions. This Go,·crn
ment is ou r own and [ think if the Gon:rnmcnt 
knows what offices it requires and tt·ies to build 
fficsc ~fh'ces-in the · slum cleared areas it will 
sa~:e a lot of ~ax: l)ayet:s· money. 

\Ve are the guardians of this money, and we 
ought to do eve rythi ng tha t can be clone. I 
would therefore like the ~linister of Land, 
:\lines and Po\\·er to use his influence, and try to 
inves tigate how much Janel the Go,·ernment 
requi res , and try to negotiate with the present 
land-owners, and if it comes to acquiring the 
land compulsorily, well then I think the 
Gov·ernment is right in doing so, to bui ld the 
offices that Government requires and so save 
unneccessary expense . 

:VIr Chairman I support. 
Sitting suspended. 
Sitting reSilmed. 
The Chief Seeretarv of the Federation 

(Sir Ralph Grey) : Mr-Chairman, Sir, I ri se 
only to speak for a few moments about the 
Navv. I \\·as very pleased to find an unexpected 
allv this morning in :VIr Okereke, because I have 

- rather feared that the House would think that 
I would ask for too much money, rather than 
that I would ask for too little. But when I 
spoke in the Debate on the Second Reading of 
the Appropriation Bill, I told the House that 
I proposed to consult the Commander-in-Chief 
South Atlantic and South America, who \\·as 
arriving in Lagos that very day with the 
Cruiser H.~-r.s. Ceylon. I also told the House 
that we had the beginnings of a very good naval 
base in the old port engineering depot at A papa, 
and that from that we could make an excellent 
start. 

I am very glad to be able to tell the Hcuse that 
Vice-Admiral Sir Geoffrey Robson, the 
Commander-in-Chief, went to see the base and 
was very well pleased with it, and thought that 

When you consider the houses in which the good use was being made of the site and that 
people of the slum areas live, I think it is only good work was being done there, althou~h he 
right to agree that the Government must do appreciated that we were merely makmg a 
something about it and, if the Government beginning. 
does clear these areas, it must have the foresight Now, his praise is worth having, because not 
to decide now upon its (the Government's) only is he a very distinguished sailor, but he is 
futu re building requirements and take ad van- one who achieved great fame during the war, in 
tage of this cleared land in order to build command of destroyers and other small craft 
Government offices. At the moment the of the Royal Navy, and he is very well a?Ie to 
Government is renting property and I think advise us on the management of that particular 
this is costing too much money. part of our affairs. He gave me two pieces of 

\Ve cannot go on increasing the revenue of basic advice. He said, "The best form of 
other people who are strangers in this country- initial training is training ashore." And the 
everybody knows what I am talking about-at second is, that the most useful contribution that 
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:\igcri :~ can make to the defence of the free 
" ·o riel is the tra ining of seamen. Because nan 1l 
craft, \\·hich arc ,·c ry cxpcn~i ,·e , ~ccome obsolete 
cw1 more quick.ly.=.thiruiO.:iiiiil,::So_" th:it · i( you _ 
ha,·c trained men, \\·hen war comes you can put 
them to se rve in whatc,·er ships there may be 
a\·a ilablc to you. 

l\ ow, from that it fo llows that our first and 
most essential duty is to get the base at Apapa 

. \\·e ll organised, and the training on sou nd lines , 
and I th ink any hon. :\!ember \\·ho goes OH!r 
there will agree that that start has been made. 

But the Admira l recognises our need to get, 
as quickly as possible, naval craft in which more 
advanced training can be gi,·en, and which wil l 
be of such a type that ::\ige rians will be able to 
take pride and satisfaction in ha,·ing them, and 
that ,,·i ll be of such a type that they will make a 
useful cont ribution to defence, without cli,·ert
ing our efforts; because, as the han. i\Ir Okereke 
told us, although he would like to see more 
money spent on defence he told us that the 
money must be wisely spent, and we must have 
an eye to this prospective Economy Officer that 
he is going to get for u:>. 

Sir, when I spoke to the House before, I 
said that the Go,·ernment's proposal was to 
acquire a new type of craft called "Seaward 
Defence Boats" , which are the latest type of 
small craft joining the Royal :\a,·y, but they 
are exceedingly expensive and very complex. 
Each one of them costs £± million and there 
would be some delay in getting them. T _he 
Admiral, ha,· ing come here and seen tor 
himself our coast and its problems, does not 
advise that we should aquire craft of that kind. 
As he say>, in war time it is not very likely 
that an enemy would send submarines off 
our coast that would lie in wait there for long 
periods, on the chance of torpedoing a ship 
coming in or going out from Nigerian ports. 
It would be very much more economical of 
their time and effort to send a submarine 
which would lay mines off our ports and 
which would probably sink just as many 
ships and cause as great a havoc and cause us 
considerable uncertainty and disquie t of mind. 

So, he says the first thing that we must train 
ourselves to do is, in the vivid expression he 
used to me, "To be able to sweep our own 
doors tep." He suggests that we acquire 
mine-sweeping craft to begin with. They 
will be useful in their defensive purpose but 
they \\·ill also be useful in giving our men 

t raining aflo~t. As I said, all :\a,·al craft arc 
,·cry ~xpe n sn·c and I think it may interest 
the House to know that a cruise r of the same 
kind , nQt exactly the sam~ type but · tn·~ __ s:Jmc......-:-_- ._.
kind, of ship as the Ceylon, which was 
in here two \\·ec ks ago, has just bee n re
commissioned ;••! re-fitted, not built but 
mcrelv refi tted, and lent to the :\e"· Zealand 
l\aq·; and the cost of the refit was £ + m!llion . 
So that the ship itself, to build nc"·· \nJuld be 
something like£ 10 million . 

I t is obvious that we cannot bu\· manv of 
these just yet but \\'hat I am lioping · the 
Admiral may do for us is thi~-he knows our 
need, he has seen it for himself, and I hope 
that through his good offices, \\·e \\·ill be able 
to get from the Admiralty ship s that are 
suited to our pu rse , that is to say, if he could 
get them for us on free loan, that would be 
splendid, if he could get them for us ,,·here we 
ha,·e to pay some thing towards them, that 
would be not so bad. If he could only g<:t 
them where ,,-e had to pay what ran be called 
the " market price" for them, then I do not 
think \\·e would be able to afford m:~ny. But 
he "·ill certain ly do all he can for us; and so, 
in the meantime, I am unable to make any 
definite statement to the House about the type 
of craft we wi ll acquire but I do hope that 
the House will pro,·ide this money which 
will be immediately available for the purchase 
of such C!'aft as we can get on te rms that are 
suited to LIS. 

:\ow, Sir, there are only two other points 
that I want to m alwo: that have arisen in the 
course of the Debate this morning. One han . 
M ember said that the Police are not ve rv well 
treated anywhere and he thought it wasteful 
to build semi-permanent and temporary 
buildings. There is a great deal in what he 
says Sir but, on the other hand, it is equally 
wasteful to spend more money on permanent 
buildings if we cannot supervise the construc
tion and so forth and ensure that good value 
is given for them. Now there are so many 
demands for not only improving the housing 
of the existing Police but for the establish
ment of new Police detachments, that the 
building of these buildings cannot be done 
all at once. Now some of the money that 
has been voted under this Head that we 
discussed this morning, has been used for the 
purpose of prefabricated buildings and in 
some places they have been a great success and 
ha,·c fulfilled a great need. 
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fn oth-er places they h:we been less succe»ful establishments, :md f think, Sir, th:u Owerri 
hut the H ouse can bl! _ :Jss un:~1_t \t:t.t_rJl~ Go:c_rn- deserves rediffusion scn·ices. In :\wgu rown
ment · is not go-ing--«:r-spend--+110FC-nlOi l .;_}~ .on_ __ sh ip they aL;o ha\:c _th e_ ~alice, the .-hlmir>~ 
sem i-permane nt buildings to house a Detach- tion, Colleges and so on and so forth,- as lt1-
ment of Pol ice that are likdy to be there places like Oji Ri\·er and .-\wka. 
perma nently, than it can possible help. So 
that the han . :\[ember who raised the point 
can feel assured that the Government is 
\Vatching that. 

The on ly other thing want to say, Sir, is 
this, and that is to apologise ro the House. 
I think nearly two weeks ago, I answered a 
quest ion put by the hon. l\Ir :\bii about the 
creation of a Po lice post at l\ Ibaisc in Owerri 
and told him that we did no t intend to go 
ahead with the construction of the buildings 
for a post there. I am very sorry, Sir, that I 
was misinformed and that, in consequence, I 
mis informed the House. \ \'ith the moncv that 
the House voted under the Police Hc:td of 
Estimates, we shall be able to provick the 
men for a detachment at i'vibaise and we hope 
to get ahead with th.: construction of the 
buildings during this coming financial year. 

Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr D. N. Chukwu (Awgu) : Mr Chairman, 
I rise to speak on sub-head 3, item 1 : Expan
sion of Broadcasting. under this item, Sir, 
the total sum of £128,000 has been voted for 
th~ expansion of broadcasting. In my opinion, 
Sir, this money is insuffic ient. 

The Chairman : Could the han. Gentleman 
speak as loudly as he can ? I am afraid that 
his remarks are not quite reaching the Official 
Reporters . 

Mr Chukwu : I was saying, Sir, that this 
sum of £12S,OOO voted is insufficient for the 
following reasons. 

I know that the extension of rediffusion 
services to big towns as well as to small ones 
is included in this scheme, but the facilities 
are only being pro\·ided for the urban towns 
and a few smaller but important towns. Many 
a time in this House Members have sought 
the improvement of rural areas. \Vhen we refer 
to the improvement of rural areas we also 
include the extension of rediffusion services 
to those areas. 

People in the rural areas want radio 
rediffusion services ; they want to know what 
is going on in the country. In a town like 
Owerri there is the Shell D'Arcy Petroleum 
Company, there an: the Police and other 

Therefo re, Sir, t~rc money should be votcu 
fo r this item of expenditure because what 
is good for the goose is good for the gander. 
I appeal to the Minister in charge of Broad
casting to ensure that people in the rural 
areas receive such amenities as reditfusion 
services. They want to hear all the news that 
there is no less than people in the bigger towns. 

M. Maitama Sule (Kano City): :\Ir 
Chairman, Sir, m y remarks will be \·ery few 
indeed. I just wish to show my appreciation 
to the Go\·ernment in the \\·ay they ha\·e 
planned their economic programme and also 
to dri,·e a point home. In all economic 
planning anywhere in any part of the world, 
it is very necessary that research is given a 
great deal of emphasis. We all know \·ery 
\\·ell why research must be gi\·en a great deal of 
emphasis. \\'e want to emphasi2c research 
and to sec th:tt Go\·ernment allocates a sub
stantial amount of monev for that \\·ark, because 
it is from this research ·that we \\·ill be able to 
find out the type of crops that may suit our 
country, what we are going to do in order to 
impro\·e upon our cash crops, \\·hat we ha,·e to 
do in order that our food crops may yie ld more 
and the yield may be better and, therefore, the 
quality improved. w 

:\ow, in this respect therefo re, it follows 
automatically that if our research is successful 
and we are able to produce more cash crops 
of better quality, and in better quantity, then 
we would be able to get our cash crops to fetch 
more money from all parts of the country, 
thereby increasing the revenue of the country, 
and that is what we are all after. That is 
why in all Economic Planning in the United 
States of America, in England and in all other 
places at the initial stage large sums of money 
are voted for research work. 

I would therefore ask and appe:1l to the 
Federal Government of Nigeria to increase 
the revenue under this particualr head so that 
the Research Department may go ahead with 
research work in order that our crops may 
yield better and in greater quantity. 

Sir, I beg to support. 
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.Mr D. N. Abii (Owerri) : :\Ir Chai rman, 
Sir, I \\·ish tu make a remark on primary school 

_ educat~ll}_ . . Sir, in the Estimates u nde r this 
- • ·Head, Sub-head -5, -you...wiliJ1llJ:llilthlllg a !.lout 

reachers . E•·crvthing is bein o- s:1id about 
building schoois and cxpansi~ n and " ·hat 
nor. Last year in this House we had an un
fortunate discuss ion when the Go\·ernment 
Jccepted a minority report on the salary 
of teachers of voluntary agency schools. 
There had been a Motion put up for that, up 
till now that :\Lotion has not been .dcbated 
and I think it may not come up for debate 
during this sitting of the House. 

I am suggesting that the money put on this 
Head, in this section, is not enough if the 
teachers have not been taken into consideration 
in order to see that the remuneration for the 
teachers who are going to educate the children 
in these primary schools is mad<! adequate. · 
I here now ask the Government to reconsider 
what \\·as done last year, to take the report of 
the committee set up and refuse the minority 
report. . 

My second point goes to support what my 
hon. Friend i.\Ir D. N . Chulcwu has said about 
Broadcasting. I hesitate indeed to mention 
something about Owerri at this moment 
because I have considered it a kind of conspired 
plan to neglect Owerri Division. I sincerely 
had demanded a categorical statement from 
the Council of Ministers, the Government 
as a whole, to let us know why Owerri Division 
is always put behind. I hope l\Ir Speaker 
will be kind enough to recognise me when 
we shall be debating the White Papers coming 
on Monday. 

But at present I want to emphasise that if 
Government is not willing now to instal 
electricity in Owerri Division and Broadcasting 
is for the people, · and Owerri Division is the 
most thickly populated division in the Region, 
will the Government advise now that money 
be made available in time for introducing 
broadcasting in Owerri Divission ? Redif
fusion should come to Owerri Division so 
that the people who are living there will know 
what is happening. 

I think the Minister will take that into mind. 
Whether you instal electricity at once, or not
extend the Rediffusion Services to Owerri 
Division now. That is the place where you 
have the people, and this service is for the 

p~oplc, and I thi nk it is b ut s imple truth that 
b:·o:\dc:t;ring ;~n-ice should he: e'ren •. kd t<J 
Owtril Oi\·ision il:> soon as po:;s i~ ) ~ ~ -

\ \ 'i th these points, I support the Head . 

:\I. Bello Dandago rose in his p lace :tnd 
cbimcd to mo\·e, That thc Ques tion be n•)-.,. 
put :--

Question, Tltai lite Que,·tion be IW<~· put, put 
and agreed to. 

Question put accordingly and agreed lv. 

R<soh-ed, That the expenditure from the 
De\·dopment Fund of Six i\Iillion', T\ro Hu-nd 
red and Si:;ry-se,·en Thousand, Four Hund rc:d 
and Forty Pounds for the purposes se t our in 
the dr:~fr Estim:H<:s of Cap iul Ex pe ncli rur~ . 
1957 -5 S, under Head 605.-0ther Capital 
Expenditure, be appro,·ed . 

Hno 601-Lo.l:'\5 
The Financial Secretary of the Federa

tion (:\Ir F . D . C. \\ ' illiams) : :\Ir Chairman , 
Sir, I beg to mo\·e that the expenditure from 
the o~,-elopment Fund of Four :\lillia n, Eizh t 
H und red :md Eight\· Thousa nd Pounds t'or 
the purposes set our in the dr:1ft Estimates of 
Capital hpendirure, 1957-58, under H ead 
601-Loans, be approved . 

The Chief Secretary of the Federation 
(Sir Ralph Grey) : Sir, I beg to second. 

Question propo,·ed. 

l\!r Jaja Wachuku (.-\ba) : :\-Ir Chairnun, 
Sir, I can understand the attitude or the 
:\Iembers with regard to this H ead. T he\· 
don't know that there is something here that t's 
of great interest to this H ouse-that is sub
head+, item 2, :\igeri:..-..Hotels Limited, :\'ow, 
Sir, :\igeria Hotels Limited is what we used to 
call the :\igerian Railway Caterers. ~ow, this 
Go\·ernment has a share in it, the Railwav 
Corporation have a share in it and also the 
:\'orthern Regional Government. \Yell , '.VIem
bers may not know that it is this company now, 
which is a public company, that has acquired 
the Catering Rest House in Ikoyi and all the 
person there. But, Sir, I want to call the 
attention of the Council of Ministers to the 
state and the conditions of the employees of 
that public company. The workers there are 
not well treated at all, and there are too many 
expatriates there feeding fat. It is a public 
company. I want the Ministers to examine 
the condit ion of this company with a view to 
remedying the conditions of the workers there. 
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These pcopl<! go on leave without the company 
7~ ndun-Cpm\.'iWfr1 t§_t tlldt u arrspor c. 'Fhat is 

n:ry bad. 
.-\nd again, Si r, I remember when the case of 

this company trying to buy the pmpcrty in 
Ikoyi came to the Finance Committee, we 
turned down the proposal because we wanted 
to see the sta te of the accounts. Later on, Sir, 
someho"· without producing these accounts to 
the Finance Committee, the company per:;uaded 
the Council of Ministers to approve their taking 
o,·er the property. We wanted the property 
to be on leasehold but to-day they own that . 
The result is that we have no more control 
o\·er them. The state of the accounts is 
terrible-all losses, losses, losses, and we 
would like the :Vlinisters to examine these 
accounts of the ::\igeria Hotels Limited. This 
Government holds, I think, about +1 per cent 
of the share capital; the Railway Corporation 
holds a portion of it and I think the ::\ orthern 
Regional Government has about£ 10,000 shares 
there. So this is of particular_ interest to us. 
And ~we noticed, Sir, that at one time the 
ck ellers in Ikoyi were using this place as a 
place for economy. Then the Finance Com
mittee decided that they must charge economic 
fees fo r services rendered. I sincerely hope 
that that is going on. 

I ha,·e already made a speech in co nnection 
" ·ith the Electricity Corpo ration. But, Si r, I 
would like the Minister of Land, Mines and 
Powe r to tell us what has happened with this 
Surulere Rehousing Scheme-sub-head 2, item 
1. Sir, moneys were voted sometime ago and 
some of us in the Finance Committee went 
and visited the place at the initial stage, but I 
am sure many members do not know the 
present stage of development of the Housing 
Scheme. I would like the Minister to tell us 
exactly what has happened because I under
stand, Sir, that the single-room houses have 
been found by some of the dwellers there not 
as comfortable as was thought. Perhaps the 
Minister would consider re-designing this 
particular site when putting up new buildings. 
\Ve know that at the initial stage mistakes must 
be made but we learn by experience. 

If the :\linister inves tigates and finds that 
that is co rrect, some at tempt should be made to 
re-design this room so as to be more commo
dious for the inhabitants of that area because we 
don't \\'ant within a few years to find another 
slum area dc,·eloping there-when attempt is 

made to clear a slum and then you suddenly 
(~is.:~Wer that -the -wholc. cffort of the i\linister 
nas-bccn frustrared b,- a new slum in a concre tt: 
building. I think tl{at is all I ha,·c to say in 
this. 

Q11est ion put and agreed to. 

Resoh·ed: That the expenditure from the 
Dc,·elopment Fund of Four ;\lillion; Eight 
Hundred and Eighty Thousand Pounds for the 
purpose:; set out in the d raft Estimates of 
Capital Expenditure, 1957-58, under Head 60 1 
-Loans, be appro,·ed . 

Res-J/11tions ftJ be reported. 

:\l r Speaker resumed the Chair. 

Resol11tious reported. 

Resoh-ed : That this House dotha grc<: "· ith 
t he Committee in the said Resolutions. 

Motion 

DEVELOPME:\T FL'ND, l ')57 

The Financial Secretary of the Federa
tion (:'l l r F. D. C. Williams) : :\lr Speaker, Sir, 
I rise to move, That this House app ro,·es the 
appropriation into the Development Fund on 
the l;t of April, 1957, of all that part of the 
General Re,·enue Balance in excess of Fi,·e 
:\lillion Pounds as at the close of business on 
the 31 st day of:.\'larch, 1957. 

Sir, this is the resolution which I said I would 
be mo,·ing when I was introducing the Second 
Reading of the Appropriation Bill. The effect 
is to transfer into the De,·elopment Fund where 
it can be used for fin«71cing capital expenditure, 
the \\indfall surplus on account of the financial 
year that is just ending. This matter \\·as 
discussed at some length during the Budget 
Debate, and I do not think the House will wish 
me to go over the same ground again. 

Sir, I beg to move. 

The Chief Secretary of the Federation 
(Sir Ralph Grey) : Sir, I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 

Q11estio11 put alld agreed to. 

R e,·olud : That this House appro,·cs the 
appropriation into the Development Fund on 
the lst of April, 1957, of all that part of the 
General Revenue Balance in excess of Five 
i\ !ill ion Pounds as at the close of business on 
the 31st day of :\•larch, 1957. 
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Adjournment 
l------''fh~Ghl~-t,.-s;creta~y - of the Federation 

(Sit· Ralph Grey): Sir, I beg to mo,·e, T hat 
this House do now adiourn. 

The Minister of Land, Mines and Power 
(:\lhaji the hon. :\Iuhammadu Ribadu) : Sir, I 
brg to second. 

Quest ion prop::~sed . 

Mr A. Adeyinka (lbadan Central): :\Ir 
Speaker, Si r, speaking on the i\lotion Fo r the 
Adjou rnment, I would like to raise a matter of 
public interes t, which concerns the li,·cs of 
people at Bar Beach and beyo nd Co\\ric Creek 
Bridge. The only people who will agree with 
me, arc those who ha,·e been there. T here arc 
a lo: of people \\·ho go there, Sir, fo r an evening 
stroll anJ to enjoy themsel\'es; the li,·es of those 
people arc now at stake. 

Yesterday I experienced a sad th ing. I went 
down to the Beach \\·ith my car about 9 p.m. 
and stopped. I saw two people, hooligans, 
highway robbers, who man-handled me; they 
beat me up and despite the hue and cry I raised, 
there were no police to come and protect me. 
These people stole all my possession. 

Sir, I am saying that this is a ,·cry Sl:rious 
thing, and if something is not done \'ery soon, 
you will find that people have been beaten up 
and thrown into the sea. 

I am appeal ing, therefore , to the House and 
more especially to the Chief Secretary to do 
something about this matter immediately. I 
would appeal that the Chief Secretary should 
cause police to be positioned there to protect the 
lives of the people who not only live there, but 
go there for their evening's enjoyment. 

This is really a very important matter, and is 
all I wish to raise on the adjournment, Sir. 

M. Maitama Sule (Kano Urban Area) : i\Ir 
Speaker, Sir, this is a matter of grave concern, 
which affects every hon. Member in this House, 
and which affects all the people living in Lagos, 
and visitors to Lagos. It is something about 
which we must think seriously and we appeal to 
the Government to do something about it at 
once, because as has been said the lives of the 
people are at stake. 

night about 9 o'clock with his wi fe . It was in I 
bet "<:ry inhuman. ·-I-1 >'as--held Uj'O by some.. _____ ....; 

· people and his \\'t fe-takern'rom him. - •• - - -------~ 

Several hon. Members : Shame, shame ! 
iJ,I is a bad thing ! 

M. Maitama Sule : This is terr ible indeed. 
If it is an allegation then it is a \'cry serious 
allcgJtion, and something must be· done to 
prc,·ent man's inhumanity to man. This sort 
of thing can only be done by "·hat I can 
descr ibe as the irresponsible waste products of 
humanity. It is importan t tha t Go1·crnment 
should take steps to pre,·ent these people going 
there only to d tsturb others and stop them from 
cnyoying the sea br.:ezc. 

.\fter all , we are al_l human beings, Sir, an,[ 
we need some re la:-.:atwn, and one of the place~ 
to wh ich we can go to ha,·e that, is Victoria 
Beach, and if it is not safe to go th<:re, I don't 
know where else we can go. So le t the Go,·ern
ment step in and remedy this situation imme
diately. 

:\-Ir Speaker, Sir, I beg to 0;upport. 

Chief J. I. G. Onyia (.-\saba) : I had 
intended to bring a :\lotion yesterday on this 
subject, Sir, to tell the House of two experiences 
I h;H·e had when vis iting Bar Beach. 

Last Saturday and yesterday I met with this 
situation, which is a source of annoyance not 
only to me but to others as well. Cars travel
ling o,·er t;1e bridge are not properly controlled ; 
tbv traffic light there is not working well , and 
there are no police to direct the cars. You will 
find cars attempting to cross the bridge at th-: 
same time from either end, which means that 
some of them have got to re\'erse, which causes 
further obstruction. 

I would therefore appeal to this House that 
something is done about this matter, and 
police are posted there to direct and control 
the traffic as early as possible. 

The Chief Secretary of the Federation 
(Sir Ralph Grey) : Mr Speaker, Sir, I know 
that from time to time there have been incidents 
at Bar Beach of a kind that one must deplore 
wherever they occur, but I had no idea that 
they were as grave, or as frequent as this small 
debate suggests. I am very sorry indeed to 
hear of the indignities, if not worse, that ha\'e 

The other day, somebody was telling me been offered to hon. 1\h:mbers and I do 
something similar to what the hon. M ember sympathise very much with this because I 
who has just spoken has related. In this C<lSe, fear it is a sad fact in Lagos that for visitors 
Sir, the man, I believe an alien, went out late at to the town there is no-where they can go 
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for a change of air, and part icularly at this n ry 
. __ ----~Lthe..}:ear Unless one goes down 

•.... --- to- Victerift-£each· -there- is no place that one 
can go for a breath of air and a change of 
scenery. So that I quite agree that there is an 
obligation on the police to see that this place is 
well patrolled, even though it is used fo r 
purposes of pleasure rather than for commerce 
or business. 

One of the difficulties, of course, is that it is 
an area of considerable size. Another is, of 
course, that in the evening when a lot of 
people go down there it is not well lit , which 
makes the task of the police more difficult, 
but no doubt makes the task of these hooligans 
very easy. Although it is a difficult,·, it is not 
a difficulty that is impossible to 0\·ercome. 
There is a small police post at Victoria Beach, 
the strength of which is normally one );. C.O. 
and four men. 

The House has approved provision in next 
year's Estimates to increase the number of 
police and I will, in consultation with the 
Inspector-Gt:neral and the Commiss ioner in 
charge of this Region, see what can be done 
to improve the policing of that area, if not by 
strengthening the detachment that is perma
nently there, perhaps by some system of 
mobile patrols. 

As to Chief Onyia's complaint about the 
bridge, I sympathise very much with that. 
I used to go to Victoria Beach myself at times, 
and have found it very tedious going over that 
bridge. That is not all : unfortunately the 
road is in very bad repair and continues to be 
so. Well, the difficulty there, Sir, is that 
until the development of the Victoria Beach 
area starts, no authority can be found who will 
be whole-heartedly enthusiastic about keeping 
up, or improving such facilities as there are now. 

The bridge needs replacing. The road, 
which I am told is the only road in the whole 
of Nigeria that leads right to the sea, is very 
badly in need of repair, but the first call on the 
available funds not only of the Government 
but of the Local Authority concerned always 
is (and I suppose quite rightly) for those matters 
that are of direct economic benefit ; and I 
think that my Colleague, the Minister of 
Land, Mines and Power, will be very pleased 
when the day comes when he can get some 
money from the Government for the develop
ment of the whole of that area. 

At the same time, Sir, we arc reminded from The Minister of Communications and 
time to time, and were e,·en reminded only _n (Hon_. K. 0. :\lbad(\\·e) ~ :\I r 
morning, that we spend far too muchort :" "'=-~f---'_~=;::~r, I " ·ish to take th is opportunity to say 
But I am afraid hon. Members cannot have it something on this Ministers' houses which the 
both ways. I am told by my Colleague, the hon. the :\l inister of Labour and \~olfare had 
Financial Secretary, that if one investigates commented upon this morning. I \r ish to do 
this matter thoroughly (and I speak subject to so in order to nail once and for all the idea that 
his correction) one finds that Lagos , if deriva- peop_le should try to misdirect the public on a 
tion is the test fo r the allocation of revenue matte r which could be properly presented 
(and I kno"· iris not a test which is universally "·ithout prejudice or rancour. 
popular, but it is a tes t which is in use in part 
in our revenue allocation system) that Lagos has :\lr Speaker, I admit that the right to criticise 
not had spent on it as much as it should have is a sacred weapon in a democracy. :\ny 
had. Howe\·er, Sir, this is not the occasion to attempt to su ppress or cha llenge this right must 
go in to the intricacies of re,·enue allocation, but be ruthless~\- fought to a standstill. Ho" ·e,·e r, 

criticisms a~e of two kinds : const ructi,·e and I do hope , Sir, that before ve ry long we will be 
, _.. · destructi,·e. The former aims to secure a ab le to imp ro\·e the amenities on v tctona 

Beach. change, a reform or to reconsider a subject 
in the light of new facts "·hich might not ha,·e 
been thought of when a decision on a subject 
was taken. It rna\· also lead to the obtaining 
of information wh ich was not immediately 
a\·ai lab le when a decision leading to a matter 
\\·as taken. It serves as an opportunity to gi,·c 
new knowledge or to correct wrong impress ions. 
The latter, meaning destructi,·e cri ticism, is 
employed for ,· indicti,·e purposes ; to ridicule, 
to bring some one or institution, be it go,·ern
ment or a corporate body, to public ridicule or 
contempt. 

I ha,·e to be ,·ery careful what I say about this 
as there are certain shifting sands into which I 
must not ,·enture, because I think that one of 
my Colleagues has already been accused in 
the course of the meeting of this House .of 
allowing the T erritory of the Federation to be 
stolen away from him through negligence, and 
that this place we are talking about is gradually 
disappearing into the sea. The only consola
tion I can offer, and it is a consolation which is 
more approp riate to the people who are not here 
(referring to absent Opposition illembers) than 
the people who are, is that what the Federal 
Territory of Lagos loses, the Western Region 
is gaining, so I am told, as the sand is washed 
up a little further along the Beach. 

The automatic light control, Sir, is a great 
imprUVement and it is a great improvement not 
only on that very difficult bridge, but at the 
corner of the Broad Street, where it is also in 
use. But like all these electrical contrivances, 
they do suffer very much from local conditions 
and they do break down from time to time ; 
but I will see, in consultation with the Lagos 
Town Council, if anything can be done to 
improve that. I will take up with the Police 
the better patrolling of the whole area, if not as 
I said by strengthening the detachment, then 
by the provision of some mobile patrol, and I 
hope, Sir, that before many yea rs pass the whole 
of that area will be vastly improved ; it will have 
hetter access and will be a credit to the country 
as well as a pleasant place in which hon. 
Members can spend their leisure time. (Loud 
applause.) 

Let me make this allo\\·ance that those "·ho 
first raised the subject of :\Iinisters' houses did 
so in good faith. It will then be for . the 
Go,·ernmenr to note and ac t on the cnttctsms 
or to correct any misinformat io n thw ma,· 
present itself. 

The Action Group brought no new 
knowledge to the subject, but launched a 
destructive attack on the Government. In 
the face of this, no government can be silen t 
or be passi,·e when the public is being mis
informed by the same group who are a party 
to the matter under consideration. This 
rank hypocrisy must be arrested without 
delay. (Loud applause). The treachery of 
this group must be exposed now. (Loud 
applause). 

For the second time the acts of the Ministers 
have been so grossly misrepresented. The 
first was on the M inisters' salari es, and now 
it is the ~Iinisters' houses. The Ministers' 
salaries were so extensively ad,·ert ised and 
commented upon, that at one time it appeared 
as if the heavens might fall. With the publica
tion of the Gorsuch recommendations for the 

renston of salaries in the Public Se n ·ices of 
:\'igeria, it became e,·idc'ftt that increases in~th;-e:.._-_-_:-_-_--~ 
Min isters-' ~alar i·e~ ·" ·erc" less than 5 per cent, 
while G orsuch increased emoluments of 
certain classes ranging from 20 per cent to 65 
per cent. The F edcral Go;·ernmcnt is the 
only Go,·ernment in the "·hole Federation 
whe re there is a diffe rence of salary among 
members of the same Cabinet. In other 
\\·ords, !\Iiniste rs are not on the top of the 
super-scale grades. Thus the first onslaught 
on the i\linisters became a hope-less fai lure 
on the part of those who raised the alarm. 
These alarmists , be they public organs or 
individuals , were not honest enough to come 
back to the public they mis led and apologise 
for mislead ing it. (Hear, hear.) Time pto,·ed 
them \\·rang. The first grie,·ous stab failed. 

An Hon. Member : Decamped. 

The Minister of Communications and 
Aviation :They wi ll akays be decamped. 

:-.io"· it is the :\linisters' houses . This 
misdirection " ·ill again be punctto,red, and the 
lying tongue and the deceitful will be exposed. 

One thing is glaringly clear ; there are 
elements of psychological inferiority present 
in most of the criticisms. We claim ab ilitv 
for self-go,·e rnment , and ha,·e proclaimed thi.s 
to all the \\·o rld . T here can be no doubt that 
many among us are still possessed with colonial 
mentalit; of inferio rity complex. There is a 
theory st ill persistent among some :\t'rican 
elements that any person other than an :Hrican, 
be he Tom or Dick or Harry, can be entitled 
to anything, but if he is an African, No ! This 
debunked mentality must not be allowed to 
persist in this territory of Nigeria . (Hear, 
hear.) No government can affo rd to abrogate 
or surrender its responsibility to lead its people 
just because there exists among its citizens 
some who have been paralysed by the canker
worm of the past , and are unable to adapt 
themselves to the changing tide in human 
affairs . 

The Ministers' houses ha\·e been made an 
issue. This party now stands to be exposed. 
The Federal Government, in addition to the 
iVIinisters' houses, is also provid ing a new 
building for the Chief Secretary of the Federa
tion. The Chief Secretary is a Cabinet 
member, responsible for External Affairs. 
He receives hosts of vis itors on behalf of this 
Government. It is imperative that his official 

(674) (675) 
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?welling-place mi!St reflect the status of Xigeria they want to make a reply to this they will be Gon;rnment systems . All the Go,·ernments 
In worl_9 '!ffa_is~ JQ.: day. (Loud applause.) \Vho free to do so. . -----~·-- .,. ~~9-give-it the highest priority. 

-- .ca.JLdisp-u-te--this--1- ---- -- - - - ---- ·--- -- - - T - ---- - --- - --+----t~- e"•r:Ma;'eonrrlrc Qt:tec n would not ha1·e visited 
I am conrident that the people· of :\igeria, if ., 

clearly informed of the real purpose behind :\igeri:! if our Government House was not 
Several hon. Members : :\obody. 

• The Minister of Communications and 
Aviation : The .-\ction Group was represented 
on _th~ Finance Committee which appron:d this 
butldmg, and also appro1·ed the :\ Iinisters' 
houses. The Action Group with its ally has 
two members on this Committee. The 
N.C.N.C. also has two members. The Action 
Gr_oup was therefore a party to the whole 
butldmg transaction. This is just a statement 
?f fact, and I ha-.-e no intention of begging the 
lSSUe. 

I challenge the Opposition to sav when it 
receive~ ~he mandate from the :\igerhn people 
that i\!Imtsters should live in inferior buildings 
to those provided for the people who serve 
u~der them. The fact that l\igeria accepted 
mmtstenal system does not mean that Ci,·il 
Servants must vacate their quarters for Minis
ters. These people are entitled to comfort if 
we must generate efficiency. I challenge the 
Opposition to disclose any mandate from the 
people of :'lligeria that its Ministers, who form 
the first core of the nation's standard-bearers, 
are not entitled to accommodate guests in their 
houses. I challenge the Opposition to disclose 
any mandate from the people of Nigeria that 
the Parliamentary Secretaries, when appointed, 
should not be provided with houses. 

Mr Speaker : Order, order. When I was 
given notice that this subject was to be raised 
by the hon. Minister he did not tell me that he 
was going to issue this challenge to the Opposi
tion of which the Opposition can have no 
notice : practically none of them are there and I 
rather deprecate a series of challenges. To 
state the ministerial position is one thing but 
extremely contentious debate I think is another. 

:Vlinisters ' quarters, ,,·ill certa inly rebuke the suitable to accommodate her. In the long run, 
9pposition for making this matter a rolitical nations sa1·e thousands of pounds by fores ight 

LS5Ue. 

The Ministers' houses are the property of the 
Federal Go1·ernment, belonging to nil the 
people of Nigeria. l\Iinisterial appointment 
is not_~ special preserve of any one group or 
sect ; tt ts an en.tttlement for which any l\igerian 
ctttzen can asptre. The only new feature of the 
proposed Ministers' houses is that ther will 
have a guest wing. This country will be 
startled to learn that in the present :\ Iinisters' 
houses, no provision is made for the :\ Iinisters' 
private or official guests. The house contains 
only two bedrooms. Is it conceivable that a 
Minister, who is a public se rvant in the right 
sense of the word, should be made to li1·e a 
selfish life ? How can such a servant discharge 
his public responsibility if he lives sec!~ded 
with his wife and children ? 

It will shock the nation to know that when 
the Minister of Communications, the Hon. 
Casley Hayford from Ghana, visited me here 
as my official guest, !\igeria was unable to 
provide him with accommodatio n in mv house 
(an:f yet when I was guest of Ghana people for 
thetr Independence Celebration the Minister 
wf the Interior was able to provide me accommo
dation in his own dwelling house); we were 
compelled to hire a suite for him at the Mainland 
Hotel. Such a situation is uncharitable ; it is 
un-African. The situation is hopeless when a 
Minister cannot afford accommodation for his 
colleagues in the Regions or from outside 
Nigeria. 

in planning. 
:\Ir Spcl ke r, I wish to d raw your attention to 

the fact that rudiments of economic principles 
should have taught any opposition to this subjec t 
that the real wealth which any nation can boast 
of is its land and real estate, which we call 
property. Mcney accumulated in banks can be 
devalued o1·ernight by force of international 
crises. £30,000 can overnight be de1·alued to 
£15,000. The mere flash of President Eisen
hower's illness in J une last ve1r shook the 
l,;;1ited States and London Stock :\[arkets. 
There were heavy sellings of securities until 
improvement in his health was reported. 

Mr Speaker : It is very irrelevant to the 
subject of ministerial houses, or at any rate I 
think it is .aking the subject beyond bounds of 
the Adjournment. 

The Minister of Communications and 
Aviation : Yes, Mr Speaker, only a few 
months ago, the Suez Canal Zone crisis shook 
the foundation of the pound sterling, but for 
the timely action of the British Exchequer, the 
pound sterling would have lost its purchasing 
power. I am only trying to show, Mr Speaker, 
that we may argue on ministerial housing from 
very many angles but I am trying to put that the 
building programme of any government has a 
foundation of gilt-edged security from which 
that Government in time of economic crisis can 
use to borrow from the bank if it chooses for 
social services. For this, Mr Speaker, I am 
saying that this agitation of Ministers' houses has 
no real foundation. It is prejudicial and this 
Government has taken the right step to provide 
permanent buildings that will be secure and will 
last longer, and if this country will get its 
independence we will make certain that each 
building can accommodate visitors who will 
come here for such a celebration. (Applause). 

Mr Jaja Wachuku (Aba) : l\Ir Speaker, Sir, 
I hope I can make a statement in connection 
with this question because I was a party to the 
dtcision-there is no need running from a fact. 
What pained me about the Leader of the 
Opposition's statement was that when this 
matter occurred I was his Deputy and Mr 

Rosiji and myself were members of the 
Committee and, when h~ ~tarted making a 
statement, he did not consult my opinion, to 
know exactly what happened: until--to-day- he---
has never done so. 

The matter was raised in Committee-in
fact , the original plan was put forward and the 
Committee considcn.: d that they did not want 
to build a housG and th·~ n. tomorro11·, start 
another one-it would be a 11·astc because the 
plan that was put up was supposed to be a 
l\Iinister's quarters : £ 12,000-that was most 
inadequate. 

The trouble is that most of those who criticise 
have never studied African social usage. 
Where Africans live-whether it is a bachelor, 
or a married man, or a single man, or a poly
gamist-you find that you ha,·e a large family 
system; extensive family syste m which makes 
it incumbent on you to hav~ acco.mmodation 
for your relations·: the fi rst, ~ ·;cond, third and 
fourth gen•:rations-if they come there, you 
have no right to let the m g J . It is not like 
li.I--::., 11·here the family consis ts of myself, my 
wife and my children : in :\!geria the family 
means myself, my wife, my father, my mother, 
my brothers and sisters and so on (Applause). 
So that we are not viewing this purely from u'le 
European point of view : we are looking at it 
from the );'igerian point of view. 

Now. Sir, as I mentioned, the first plan for 
the Chid Secretary's house \vas condemned by 
the Finance Committee. \V~ said we wanted 
to put up a building, not ~ece~sary for the 
Chief Secretary, but for tne future Pnme 
~...::inister of this country ; so, if you look at that 
building, you will find tha.t was not the 
original plan ; is not the original scheme that 
was put to the Finance Committee-that was 
the second one. And we did not actually 
approve £30,000 for each house : even if you 
look at the Estimates you fi nd that it is not 
£30,000-they have magnified_ the ~gures. 
Our complaint, even in Commttt_ee, Str, was 
that the estimate was rather too htgh ; we satd 
that these houses could be produced for less 
but, owing to P.\V.D. estimates, we do not 
understand the details ; that is why the cost 
was so high. 

The particular point, Sir, is that-to be fair 
to !VIr Rosiji-Mr Rosiji was not there on the 
day when the plan was officially passed. But 
Mr Rosiji was present on the day when the 
official minutes were ratified ; he was there and 

The Minister of Communications and 
Aviation : With your permission, Mr Speaker, 
since the Opposition made the statement before 
the closing of this and since you have not made 
any ruling on the matter, I may take away the 
challenges but invite the Opposition at any time 
that you may wish either on the Adjournment 
to make their points which they have previously 
made. I think they have made the points 
hP.fore and if it will please you any time which 

The work of a Minister does not end at his 
office desk ; the major part of his work is 
carried out in his residence. When a Minister 
accommodates a humble or a distinguished 
visitor either from inside Nigeria or from 
outside this country, it is Nigeria which offers 
that accommodation. That small area is the 
immediate Nigeria which the visitor sees, and 
many conclusions can be drawn from that single 
visit. In some circumstances, the result of a 
single visit, from the point of view of the benefit 
which this country gets in return, can under
write the cost ·of putting up the entire Ministers' 
quarters. (677)) 
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HO USE OF REPRESE:--ITATIVES there are 1,228 Nigerians (of whom 1,195 are 

- ---- ...... .--..;I.;..;,h,;;a.,;v;,.e""~~u,;,.dr,tt:>;,.(,;:!_:..ffic :VIinutes and he· did not 
object. He was not there on the day when the 
plan was discussed but he was there when the 
i.Y[inutes were passed. 

pence ! And the ·p·r·< :sti.gE:':U~lf.J~"giTU]::Qf=iliL::::]r=:=::.~ 
nation- nobodv wants to talk about it and t 

_l\ IGERIA 

·Motiday ,-25tlt March, 1957 
The House met at 10 a.m. 

pensionable) and 1,5.21 expatriates. (of who~ 
959 i!!'e-pe!Hoienable} tn..seru.OJ:-:lppomtments m 
the F~tli!rat'Fublic Service. - -- - ------------; 

I had hoped that the Leader of the Opposi
tion could have brought a substantive Motion 
on this subject, if he felt strongly on this point: 
the proper thing would have been to bring a 
substantive !\lotion to this House and not wait 
until twentv-five minutes before the moment of 
interruptio;l to make his speech the other day 
-not allow this matter to pass on like that. I 
think that is what has necessitated the present 
statement. I still hope that Chief Akintola will 
be bold enough to put up a substantive :V[otion 
and let us argue this :O.Iotion in this House and 
take a decision. A coward cannot go behind 
and make a statement and run away ! 

That is the reason whv [ want to make this 
explanation as to why f was a party to this 
decision and I think, after the explanation, 
~his nation \\·ill appreciate that, after all, we 
do not go there just to put up bui ldings for 
Ministers : \\·e put up buildings for the nation. 
If we had the money, Sir, [ know what I " ·ould 
suggest; I know the type of building I would 
put up here, to honour the Federal Cap ital 
of Nigeria, so that anybody who comes here 
will look at the Federal Capital of N igeria, 
and when he goes home, will say, "Yes, I have 
been to t'<igeria; I saw something-I saw 
something worthy of the name of that country". 
\V e are looking for independence and we do 
not want ramshackle buildings. 

Money may be worth something but t_'-lere 
is such a thing as prestige. Our people have 
not learnt that some of the wars that Great 
Britain has fought have been purely on prestige, 
not of any other benefit. The good name of 
this country is at stake and many Britishers 
have gone to die for nothing else but the 
prestige, honour and glory of their country. 

is ho\\' the pol~tics of this country are dragged 
to such a low ebb that the sooner this House 
puts a stop to it the better ! 

[ say, Sir- [ am not challenging but [ think 
the proper procedure is that my hon. Friend, 
Chief S. L. .-\kintola, if he fee ls strongly on 
this point, let him bring a substanti\·e Motion 
on it and let us debate it- and I think the 
Go,·ernment ,,· ill be quite will ing-and let 
him come and argue and, if he gets this House 
to agree ,,·ith him, then we ,,·ill know that the 
Finance Committee- the members who repre-
sent this House on that Committee-ha,·e 
made a mistake. 

In connection ,,·ith this, Sir, he made mentio n 
that the Finance Committee should be barred 
from taking a decision on any sum more than 
£300,000. \\"ell, the Finance Committee has 
been taking decis ions on millions of pounds. 
If that were done, it means that whenever the 
Government wanted to carry out a scheme 
that has been authorised by this House on 
money Head-,,·ith the authority given to the 
Finance Committee, if the Go,·ernment wants 
money, the Committee should not have the 
power to approve it : and we know exactly 
what would happen if that were the case. 
Sometimes statements are made without con
sidering the full consequences. Therefore, 
Sir, I would welcome a substantive Motion on 
this subject and let everybody. have a chance to 
debate it. 

Question, That tlze House do nmu adjourn, 
put and agreed to. 

Mr Speaker : There will be a meeting of 
the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association 
at noon. 

Adjourned at three minutes to twelve o'clock 
until10 a.m. on iHonday, 25th lvlarch, 1957. 

(678) 

PRJ~C:RS 

(:\Ir Speaker in the Chair) 

PAPERS 
Mr Speaker : Order, order. have to 

announce that the foliO\\ mg Papers have been 
delivered in the Office of the Clerk and are 
deemed to have been presented and laid on the 
Table :-

1. University College Hospital, Ibadan: 
Recurrent Costs (Sessional Paper :'-io. 9) 

2. Report on Education De,·elopment in 
Lagos. 

QUESTIONS AND ORAL ANSWERS 

Question-
- • 0.181. Mr L. L. Lakun1e asked the Chief 
Secretary of the Federation :-

What efforts he is making to extend wired 
radio distribution sen·ices to the rural areas ? 

Almt•er-
The Chief Secretary of the Federation 

(Sir Ralph Grey) : I refer the hon. Merr:ber, so 
far as rural areas in the Western Regton are 
concerned, to the speech tha.t I made o,n 
March 12th in the Debate on a Pnvate Members 
Motion on Rediffusion Services. As .I there 
explained, de,·elopments in t~at . Regt?n. are 
the concern of Rediffusi~ (Ntgena) Ltmtted. 
The Federal GO\·ernment proposes to ~ra~sfer 
its responsibility for wired broadcast dt~tnbu
tion services in rural areas elsewher~ m the 
Federation to the Nigerian Broadcastmg Cor
poration after April 1 next. 

Question-
•0.182. Mr L. L. Lakun1e asked the Chief 

Secretary of the Federation:-
If he will state the number of Africans ar:d 

the number of expatriates v.~h? hol~ s;mor 
appointments in the Federal CIVIl Servtce · 

Ans·wer-
The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 

On the basis that "senior appointme~ts" 
includes all posts in the executiv~ and techm.cal 
grades not lower than C. 2 and ,n the Nursmg 
grade not lower than N. 4, in addition to 
superscale posts and posts in Scales A and B, 

Question-
"0.223. Mr G. 0. Ebea asked the Chief 

Secretary of the Federation :-
\Vhat machinery exists by which the various 

Governments in the Federation resolve matters 
of common interest to themselves and the 
people of this great country. 

Anszcer-
The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 

I would refer the hon. :\!ember to paragrap~s 
31 to 36 of the White Paper on the Economtc 
Proaramme of the Go,·ernment of the Federa
tion" of Nigeria, 1955 -60 (Sessional Pape~ No. 2 
of 1956), in which full parttc~lars are gtven of 
the machinery for consul tation between the 
Governments in the Federation. 

Question-
- *0 .224. Mr G. 0. Ebea asked the Chief 
Secretary of the Fedp.ration :-

If he will state what are the duties of the 
Commissioner for Nigeria in the U nited King
dom ; and how the Commissioner's servic~s 
affect the progress and development of thts 
Federation ? 

Anszuer-
The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 

The Commissioner is the Head of the Nigeria 
Office in the United Kingdom, of which the 
principal functions are defined as follows :-

(a) The fostering of Nige~ian _trad~ ~d 
the expediting of supplies reqUired tn N tgena. 

(b) The maintenance of_ a _service to 
provide information about Ntgena. 

(c) The giving of such a~~istance in the 
recruitment of staff, addltlonal to that 
provided by the Colonial Office and the 
Crown Agents for Overseas Gover~ments 
and Administrations, as may be reqUired by 
the Government of the Federation or the 
Government of any Reaion or of the Southern 
Cameroons or by loc;l authorities or other 
official bodies. 

(d) Liaison with officials and unofficials 
whose duties or business relate to matters 
affecting the welfare of Nigeria. 
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(c) The provision of a central organisation 
=====----~-=-:-th'rDlig~ ~wh ich - 1\igerians in the -·United 

Kingdom can be dire cted . to th~ -,:arioi.is 
agencies established for th..:ir benefit in th~ 
United Kingdom .d through \\·hich the 
activities of those organisat ions can l>c 
co-ordinated. 

(f) Arrangements for tra\'el and accom
modation of important visitors from :\igcria 
other than those dealt with by Regional 
Commissioners. 

(g) All matters connected with 1\igerian 
Students (other than those of the w~stcrn 
Region) in the United Kingdom and the 
Irish Republic other than such placings in 
Uni\'ersities and other courses as may con
tinue to be the responsibility of the Colonia l 
Office. 
The effccti,·e discharge of these duties is in 

the interests of both the progress and the 
de\'elopment of the Federation. 
Supplementary to Question *0.22../-

Chief E. 0. Omolodun (Oyo South) : How 
many 1\ igerians are in the secret and decoding 
branches of the Secretariat ? 

Mr Speaker : That question bas nothing to 
do with the Question on the Order Paper. 
Question-

*0.225. Mr J. A. G. Ohiani asked the Chief 
Secretary of th<: Federation:-

If he will state what proposals he has for 
granting study leaves in the United Kingdom 
to 1\igerians serving l'!r the i\igeria Police 
Force? 
Answer-

The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 
Vacancies on training courses in the United 
Kingdom are regularly offered to members of 
the N igeria Police Force. During 1956 thirty 
members of the Force, the majority of whom 
were Nigerians, attended courses in the United 
Kingdom. Study leave is not usually the most 
appropriate form of police training, but when
ever necessary it is granted for specialist 
training not provided by the regular courses. 
Question-

*0.226. Mr J. A. G. Ohiani asked the Chief 
Secretary of the Federation :-

If he is aware that the forty-five years age 
limit is unpopular to the majority of the mem
bers of the N igeria Police Force ; and if he wi ll 
take steps to reconsider that age limit ? 

*0 .263. Mr F. U. Mbakogu asked the Chief am not a\\'are of any Police restriction 
'B::C/ee.ry-~the- Fud<:r-atto~~::;;:;~;;,;;:::;::;:::=±=~~:f~~-.;-1~.~: other th:m stage or hack1~ey 

Whethcr"-he is -a·w-are that- the ages from loading ond ·off-loadi ng goods 
limit of forty-five years drives away many in Lagos Island . 
constables after completing the first six years Question-
and if he wi ll consider reviewing the period of 
sen·ice to six years each in the first and second *0.228. Chief E. 0. Omolodun asked the 
instances and nine years in the third. Chief Secretary of the Federation :-
A11,-1,·er- If he \\'ill state what is responsible for the 

present shortage of ,·chicle inspection officers 
The Chief Secretary of the Federation : · h which is causing the transport owners Ill t e 

I will, with permission, answer this Question f b · country a great !o;;s o us1r.ess. 
and Question No. 263 together. 

There is no age limit of fo rty-five years in Answer-
the sense of a maximum age for service in the The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 
Nigeria Police Force but I assume that both There are at prc,;ent eight \·acancies in the 
Questions refer to the provision that after a approved establi;;hmcnt of twenty-fi,·e Vehicle 
fi rst period of enlistment a constable wishing Inspection Officers . Efforts continue to be 
to re-engage must undertake to serve until the made to fi ll these posts \\'ith qualified men but 
age of forty-fi ve. even if the estJbli;;hment \\·ere full , the number 

I am aware that there may be disadvantages of officers is insufficient adequately to provide 
to the Force as a whole and to individual for the e\·er-increasing number of commercial 
members of it in this provision of the present vehicles bei ng opented in !\ige ria and the 
law and the question of amending it on the House recently considered in Committee of 
lines proposed by t:,., hon. Mr Mbakogu is now- Supply draft Estimates for 1957-58 that pro,·ide 
under consideration. If the Government should for se\·en additional pos ts of Vehicle Inspection 
decide that a change is desirable, the matter will Officers, twenty-six new posts of Assistant 
be brought before the House in the form of a Vehicle In>pec tion Officers and six additional 
Bill for an Amending Ordinance. rank and file. 
Questio11- Supplementary to Question *0.228. 

"'0.227. Chief E. 0. Omolodun asked the Mr A. Rosiji (Egba East) : Is the hon. 
Chief Secretary of the Federation :- Chief Secretary of the Federation aware of the 

If he is aware that stage carriage lorries are fact that last year the Standing Committee on 
barred by the Police from loading and off- Finance approved the appointment of four 
loading goods in Lagos Island with the result Vehicle Instructor Officers, with the pro\'iso 
that lorry owners suffer hardships, inconve- that they should be Africans ? If he is, what 
niences, and loss of trade ; and if he will make has he done about it ? 
a statement. 
Answer- The Chief Secretary of the Federation: I 

am not aware of that. 
The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 

U nder the Control of T raffic (Lagos) Order, ChiefE. 0. Omolodun (Oyo South): Is the 
1954, made under the Road Traffic Ordinance, post made attractive, and if so, what is the 
1947, stage and hackney carriages may enter salary per annum? 
Lagos Island for the purpose of picking up or Question-
setting down passengers only if the driver or 
owner of the vehicle is in possession of a permit *0.229. Chief E. 0. Omolodun asked the 
issued for this purpose by the Lagos Town Chief Secretary of the Federation :-
Council. If he ,,·ill give the total number of vehicle 

The terminal for stage and hackney carriages inspection officers now in the Service, and of 
which are not covered by a permit is the Motor these the number that are Nigerians. 
Park off Denton Causeway at Iddo. Ans·wer-

Twenty-five permits effective from 1st The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 
January, 1957, have been issued by the Lagos There are at present seventeen Vehicle Inspec-
Town Council. tion Officers in the Nigeria Police Force out of 

an establishment of 25. None is a :\'igcrian, 
but I \\'Ould refer the hon . Member to section 9 
of the explanatory.meffiorao_ llll .illl I'r-(!;j_s! _zs:n:r:.-=::-- :· 
the draft Estimates for I 957-58 for particulars of 
a scheme for training Nigerians to take over 
th.: duties of Vehicle Inspection Officers. 

Question-

*0.230. Mr P. 0. Eleke asked the Chief 
Secretary of the Federation :- · 

if he will state how many more vehicle 
licensing s tations ha,·e been established in the 
Eastern Region since last year pursuant to a b.w 
passed to that effe.ct in \'iew of the considerable 
cldays experienced by car and lorry owners at 
licensing stations in the Region, particub.rly at 
:\ ba. 

A nm·er-

The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 
:\one, Sir. I would add that all Regional 
Governments ha\'e agreed in principle that 
vehicle licensing is properly a Regional 
responsibility, and transfe r of responsibility i~ 
expected to begin in one Region on the l st ot 

. :\ pri l. 
I am not aware of any statutory provisions as 

to the number of vehicle licensing stations. 
Supplementary to Question • 0 .230-

Mr A. Rosiji (Egba East) : In which Region 
will it be? 

The Chief Secretary of the :Federation : 
The Western Region. 
Question-

• 0.231. Mr P. 0. Eleke asked the Chief 
Secretary of the Federation :-
. If he will state when viork will commence on 

the erection of the long proposed police post in 
Southern Okigwi (Mbasa). 

Anszcer-

The Chief Secretary of the Federation :I 
am not aware of any proposal to build a police 
post at Mbasa, but there is. provision in the 
1957-58 Estimates for a pohce detachment at 
Umu Duru in the Southern part of Okigwi 
Division, and I hope that it will be possible in 
the coming financial year to find the funds for 
the necessary buildings. 

Question-

• 0 .232. Mr P. 0. Eleke asked the Chief 
Secretary of the Federation:-
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If he is aware that a section o f the Police 
quar t~ rs at O kigwi is inadcquat~ . ill- ,·e ntilated 
and outmoded ; and if he will take ste ps to 
remedy th is . 

. ·lns:,·er -
The Chief Secretary of the Federation : I 

am aware that s.om c o f the police quarte rs at 
Okigwi arc · below the s tanda rd appropria te to 
the :\ige ria Police Force. 

O ne I nspec to r's qua rte r and ten Cons tables' 
quarte rs ha,·c al ready been bu ilt on a ne w site in 
Okig" ·i anJ it is inten ded as part o f the Econo
mi c Program me. 1')55-60, to replace the rest of 
the quarte rs which a re below standard . 

Q11estiun- . 
•0.252. :\lr L. S. Fonka asked the C hief 

Sccrct:lry of the Fede ra tion: -

In ,·iew " f the p rc><> r.1mmc of expansio n of 
the :\i .:;cr i:1n ~ l ilita ry Fo rces. if he will take 
sk ps to se~ up a de tachment o f app ropriate s iz.: 
of these Fu rc ~s in the Southern Camemons. 

.·lnsr:.:er-

The ChiefSccretary of the Federation: I 
in,·itc the attention o f the ho n. ~kmbe r to my 
repl y to the similar question, :\o. \\" .i3, about 
the pos ting of a ba ttalio n to t!·e Southern 
Cameroo ns, g iven ·at page +i. colu mn 983 of the 
Otlic ial Repo rt fo r the 18th o f ~larch . I wo uld 
like to add to the reaso ns I ga,·e on that occasion 
r: ~:n !: is n1iliu rih· unso und ·tu disoc.: rsc.: :; rnall 
dcuch men ts :It co ~s i de rabk di s ta n c~ from their 
parcm l1111 ts . :\ot o nl y w ill suc h detachme nts 
be gene rall y inadeq uate to deal with a se rious 
t.: rnc.: rgcncy (when it is mo re etft.: cti\·c; to mo\·e a 
complete un it ), but they arc disp roportionately 
cxpcnsi,·e ant! im·oh ·e co nside rable admin istra
t i,·e and training ditlicu lties. 

Questiun-
•0.253. :'vir L. S. Fonka asked the Chief 

Secr~tary of the F ederation:-

If he is aware that whilst at present there are 
facilities for giving military training to students 
in the secondary schools of each of the Regions, 
no such facilities are available in the Southe rn 
Cameroons ; and if he will take steps to set up 
Otlicers' Training Corps in the two Boys' 
Secondary Schools in the Southern Cameroons. 

Anstcer-
The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 

Sir, the General Officer Commanding, :\igeria 
Military Forces, and I both consider it desirable 
that there should be a Cadet Corps in the 

· Southern Cameroo ns. As I told the House in 
Committee of Supply on the 1.fth of ~larch , 
when the Defence H ead of Estimates was being 
conside red, the prim:ipal d ifficulty is the 
distance fro m the ne:t rest mi litary uni t ( the 
Battalion s tationed at Enugu), fo r, w ithout the 
acti ,·e and regular interest of '*: ing office rs, 
the chances of"succcss are verY limited no matter 
what e ffo rts arc devoted by the school a~tho ri 
t ~s . i\o r wo uld it be easy to fi nd an expen enced 
Co mmandina Office r to rai se and command the 
Co rps. But"the G eneral Otlice r Commandi~g 
intends to discuss the matt er \nth the Co mmts
s io ne r of the Cameroons in the hope of finding 
a so lutio n. 

Ot~cstion-

- " 0.262. Mr F. U. Mbakogu asked the 
Chief Sec reta ry of the F ederation: -

If he is aware that housi ng conditions fo r 
married and un mar ried cons tables at Ijo ra and 
Ajayi Bembe Barracks are unsatisfactory ; and if 
he will take immediate steps to house the 
constab les comfortably, and, in the meantime, 
increase their present m ont hly inco m·enie nce 
allowance. 

AnH,·er-
The Chief Secretary of the Federation: I 

am aware that the Ijo ra and .\ jayi Bembe Police 
Barracks are overc ro wded . .\ ct ion is being 
taken to relie,·c the o ,·e rc rowd ing. 

In the meantime, rank and fi le in these and 
othc r Barracks where there is o,·ercro wding are 
permitted to draw lodg ing allowance at rates 
varying with the degrec of inco m·enience to 
"·hich they a rc temporar ily subjecte~ 

Ouest ion-
- • 0.264. Mr F. U. Mbakogu . asked the 
Chief Sec retary of the Fede ration :-

\\"hether he is aware that the present Police 
uniform is unpopular both among the constables 
and the general public and if he is considering 
making alterations. 

Answer-
The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 

Sir, I am not aware that the present Police 
uniform as a whole is unpopular eithe r among 
the constables or among the general public, 
although I am aware of the interest taken by 
hon. Members and by the general public in any 
change in the uniform which might be proposed 
and I understand that some changes would be 
welcomed by the rank and file . 
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The Inspecto r-Ge neral has· unde r co ns ide ra 
tior~ a number of minor changes in po li ce 
uniform des ig~d to 111 ake it smarte r and yet 
mo re com fo rtab1e. Before he makes :1n ·: firm 
reco mmendations fu r a chang~. he will t~s t t he 
opinion of the rank and fil e . 

The hon. ~!embe r will apprec iate that an \· 
drastic change in poli ce uniform woul d im ·oh ·e 
hea,·y expend iture unless it were in troduced 
gradually oYer a lo ng period. 

Supplementa"ry to Questi•Jn • 0.26-1 -

Mr H. 0 . . -\kpan-L'do ( lkot Ekpenc ) : l s the 
C h ief Secretan· ,1\\·a re that during the I nspec 
to r-Gencral 's ias t tou r ni the Easte rn Re!jin n. 
police constables all ·n·c r the R~gion poinrcJ 
out to him the unpo pula ri ty of the berets , which 
is not preferred ' \\"hat is "·aot~d is the o ld 
cap that used to he m Jrn. 

Que,-tiiJn-
•0.275. :'vir. R. T . Al.:ge a; kcd the C!1ie r· 

Secretary of the Fede ration: -
If he " ·ill stat<: how man ,· members o f the 

Bands o f the :\igeria Police Force, and t he 
Queen's Own Regime~ ha ,·c been offe red 
scholarships to r courses in music •n·erscas. 

Answer-
The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 

:\o m ember o f e ither band has b~en offered a 
sehularship fo r a cou rse in mu;i-: o\·e r; eas . but 
two :\igerian Othe r Ran ks " ill at tend a course 
in 1958 lastin rr o ne , ·car. at Kneller H all. the 
.\rmy S~hool ot· ~Ius ic in the l "nitcd Kingdom . 

Both bands ha,·e fu lly q ua li fi ed band mas ters 
and the Co rps of Drums of the Q ueen' s O wn 
:\ige ria Re -simcn t and the :\ort hern Region 
Trainina Centre will rccei,·e add itio nal inst ruc
ti on fro~ a Drum Se rgeant o f the Scots Guards 
who is expected to ar ri,·c in .\ pril fo r a fo u r
months visit. 
Que,·tion-

• 0.276. Mr R. T. Alege asked the :\Iinister 
of Internal Affairs :-

\Vhat is the total number of de:lth sentences 
passed and executed in each Region of the 
Federation, the Southern Cameroons and the 
Federal T erritory of Lagos in each of the 
following years : 195+, 1955 and 1956. 

Ansu:er-
The Minister of Internal Affairs (The 

hon. J. M. Johnson) : The number of death 
sentences passed and executed in the last 
th ree years arc as fo llo\\·s :-

Jf)j ./ ::\o nhe rn Region 
Eastern Reg ion 
La!jOS 
\\"estern Rc{!ion 
~ - C:1tncroo ns . 

T otal 

Jf)jj :\onhcrn Region 
Eastern R~ginn 
J .;le ns -
\h~te rn Region 
S. Came rnor;s 

T ota l 

i 'J5t! \ ".;rt hcrn Region 
E :.~ stc.:rn Regio n 
Lagns 
\\ .este rn Region 
S. Camcrr Jn;H . 

T ot.d 

Q11estio11 -

I+ 
?-_) 

16 

55 

31 
jl) 

21l 

2 

S') 

5 
21) 

I Ii 

-1 1 

• 0.277. Mr R. T . Alege asked the C h i c~· 
SecretarY of the F cder:n io n :-

If he ~, · i ll gi ,·c the numbe r oi li,·es los t ao the 
result of motor road accidents reco rded b,· the 
:\ igc ria Pol: cc Fo rce in each R, :_: inn." the 
Southern CanH:roo ns .tnd th l." f cJ,:r.d · : · ._· :- :· i;. ~, n· 

of Lagos rcspect i,·cly in 1')56. · 

..lnS1rer-

The Chief Secretary of th.: FcJ.:ration 
(::ii r Ral ph Grc:·) : S ir. d uring the rin:111 cia l 
vcar 1s t .\pril. 1'!55 to 31 st ~l a rc h , ! ')56 ·..:.. e 
;lumbers o f li ,·~s lost in fata l road accidents 
reco rded by the :\ ige ri:l P ·!icc we re as follows:-

:\urth.:rn Regio n Sfl 
Eas tern Reg ion . . 13 1) 

\\"estern Region . . 2+2 
Southern Cameroons 16 
Federal Territory of Lagos ·E 

Questioll-

*0.278. Mr P. Deem Kpumm asked the 
Chief Secretary of the Federation :-

If he will state the number of Vehicle Testing 
Officer's employed by the :\igeria Police Force 
in the i\orthern, Western and Eastern Regions 
respectively and the Federal T erritory oi Lagos, 
indicating what proportion of the Vehicle 
T esting Otlicers are Africans. 

(68 3) 
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.-lwtcer-

1fle Chief Secre tary of the Fe d e ra t ion : 
T he re arc six posts ot \ 'chide Inspectio n 
Office r in the :\o rthcrn Region, fi ,·c in the 
\\'es te rn Region , five in the Eastern l {c~! rJ n 
and three in the f edcr: tl .Ter ri tory of L1 gns . 

.-\$regards the second p:trt of the Quest ion, 
I would refe r :he hon. \ !embe r to the-.-\ nswcr 
which I za•:e tJ rli er this mo rning to Q uestion 
:\umbe r 0.2~9. 
Qllestion-

•0 .271J . :'vlr P. Deem Kpum m JSkcd the 
Chil't'Scc:-d:ti\"Oi. thc f c..:t!c :-a tion :-

I t he wi!l co:":~i~..i er the ~..! c:s ir:! bil:t·. , :· :· , -. ::: :·..= 
Yehicle 'Testing Officcr:i to c\·cr::: L.:~ c : :si1~<.; 
StJtion in the co ur.~ rv in orde r to anJid the 
incorn·cn it:ncl·:; ~!OW c~;pc:- : er~~<.!d b~· the pt:hi:t.: . 
.-lwt:-cr-

The Chie f Sccrc ta rv of th <: F c·L! c r:.ti o n : 
Sir. I a ppn.:c ::H ~ tht: r;ccd for rnt1n.: \' chi...:!~ 
I nspection Or:'ccrs a1h l l wnul t! reter the hon. 
:\ kmbcr to t::c .-\ n;\\·er wh ich l g:!·::_c this 
rnorn ing to \~ t:c:i tio n ~-n . 0 .22S ic >r p:trta;ul:!rs 
of the pro,·is ion :·or incre:lscs in st:-ttf in l ') ~7 -::S. 

I rc::!rCt th:!t n..:sourc•.:s rH. nHll1c\· ~nd qf 
tr~incJ ~ r:~t.::1 \\' i)' ::d r;nt r:..·:- :"":-: it :: ~c rns;::~t!' o) f. 

·a \ 'ch ide l nsFection Odiccr to e\ crv \' chick 
L_icens in~ St ~!~ :on . 

Su:f)f-,ft·t::,·•!f ::r_·. :-} Qw:;t:.(J fl '* (J. ] /')-

Mr A. Ros iji (Egba Llst ) : Does the hon. 
the Chi ef Sccc t~tT knm,· t il4t t hL·sc ·c:Kancies 
h::t \·e bc~n in cxis.tt: ra::-.: r"o r rn.1n•: , - .:ar~ . :1nd 
docs he 3pprcci:llc the tact th:it .it is b3d 
commenury on :his Dep"tmcn t ' 

The Chief Secr e tary of th e Fe d eratio n : 
T hese \'3Canc!cs h:tvc nnt been in exis tence fo r 
n1~n,· \"C:l r3 , because each vcar an inc re:tse 
has be~n sou<'ht in the Estali lishmcnt to take 
~1(: ..:ut~nt ,Jf ~~:.:: ir:..: :- ..:::.~.: !:1 th e nurnbcr o f 
these ,-chicles to be inspec ted . 

QlleJtiun-
"0.280. Mr P. Dee m K purnm 3skcd the 

Chief SeGctary of the F .:deratio n :-

If he will gi,·c the numher of .\fricans 
holdin"' senior pos ts in thc Securit-.· 4nd 
Dctcn~c Il ranch of his office ; and ~ n the 
office of the Counci l of :\ [iniste rs. 

.-lns-;,·n--
The Chie f Sccre tarv of the Fede ratio n : 

It i:; assu n~cJ du t the fl~st p:.tr~ ui tilt: (}Jcstion 
rc !-~rs to t:: .: Ot~..:t! for \\" hich pro,·ision :s rnaJc 

in Head 25, Defence, of the 1051\ -37 Estinutcs , 
and the answer is thJt one :\ i~eri a n holds a 
scnioc post-in fKt the r.~o; t -,eni •lr post
uncle~ tha t Head. 

T he ~nswe r to the second p~rt of the 
Ques tion is none at the date o t answeri ng · 
although two h .l '' ~ sen·et! there Juring the 
tinan c i:~l vcar. 
Question ~ 

•0.25-l. Mr L. S. Fonk:t J;;,c ' the \lin istcr 
o! T rade Jnu Industc:; :-

If he would name the inJustrics that it is 
p ropns~J to establisi1 in t!lc Sout:lef:l C.une
roons, suitable i·o:- th.: ( ')th.li~: ,Jn.l in tht: 
t t.: r:-t: .- J~'.- . 

·The :'-.!iniste r of Trade and Indus try 
(Hon. R . .-\. :\joku) : I ha-.e no J ct .li!s of the 
phns ot the G o,·crn mcnt •Jf t'1c S•Juthe rn 
L'.u;::.: roon .; with :-:.:_:;:1rJ to tht: ~.:st:J b!i;;h: l :t..::1t 
u ~· ith.! us ~rics , but l ~un ~w.trl! that 0 \ "t.:f.:ie as 

inte rests ha \·c lately taken the tirst steps 
towarJ.:i :;urting .1 :~a ind~btry there . a:Hl tht= 
recent expert sen·e,- of the po;s•bilities o t the 
sug:1r int!us try ex!cndct! to the Sou thern 
Cameroo ns :1s wdl .!S to the rest of the Fet!era
ti 'Jn . ·r!:e F;.:dt.::-~ : Go.•:c..· :-;~~:1:.:n: >-~-' :t'"l p!Jns 
Jt pn:St.:Ilt fo r sc::ing u r ill l iU:i (:"i:.: .:i ii{ tht! 

Southern C:1me ~oons . 

Q:ic' i :iu1!-
•0.2b5. i\fr S. f. ::\wika Js;.. cc: the :'l li mstcr 

a t' Trade ~ nd Indus <:;: :-

\\'ilcthc r he wou!J now eons ic!cr estJb lishing 
tilt.:, ..:cr~unic.: anJ sug:1r in Jus tries in Ogoni 
Oi\·i :;ion, and wh;; thcr ht.: wou!J thcrt:fore 
conduct prel iminary i n ,· es ti~4 ::"Jns in to the 
resources a\·ailable in the arc4. 

.-lns::·a-
The M inis ter of T r a d e and Industry 

(Hon. R. :\ . :\joku) : :\o, Sir: a :\linis try 
cannot estab lish industries , and the F cde ral 
Go,·ernment has no exccu ti ,·c agency for the 
purpose, such as a J.: ,·clopment corporatio n. 
If commercial or ot!:er interes ts contemp lated 
setting up a tile , cer :~ mi c , or sugar int! ustry in 
th e Ogoni Division my :\linistry woult! gi,·e 
them all possible hdp, ant! the f cuc:r41 Go,·crn
mcnt woult! be will ing to con tribmc towards 

· the ca pit ~l if the Re;;iona l Go,·c rnment wished 
it , and if t he enterprise \US ;ound ly pb nned 
anJ sho \\"eJ r~:Horub!t: prospc~t5 \)f ;:;ucct.:s:i, 
J :· .. : :: :·i. !nl!..> wt..:n.: J \" J i !.l ~<- ::.:·. ::·.; :· -·.; ::· ... : :.J :~ :\! 

inJustria lisat ion oi the cuu :~ try :.5r..: !"'.l..::".tlly . 
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T he recent expert su n·cy of the possib ilit ies 
of the sugar industry extended to all parts of 
the Federat ion and the siting of sugar factories 
would naturall y be in fl uenced by the survey's 
fi ndings . 
S11pplcmentar1' to Question 0 .2657' 

M r S. F. Nwika : In the e\·enr of the 
!l .1 rncs Report recommending the area su itable 
for sug:l r industry , will the :\ l inister co nsider 
es tablishi ng one in Ogoni Di ,· isio n ? 

M r Sp eaker : I do not think we: want to 
L!<::d with :1 hypothet ical quest ion, and I 
suggest :'llr :\wib ask Question :\o. 0 .266. 
Quest ion-

•0 .266. :'v!r S. F. Nwika· asked the :\I inistcr 
of T rade ant! Indus try :-

If he wou ld gi,·e loans to pr ivate indi ,· iduals 
in Ogoni Di,· ision for primary indus tries . 
.·lns::·er-

Th e :'vlinister of Tr ad e and Indus try : I 
ha,·c no power to make loans . The g iving of 
loans for the establishment or de,·elo pment 
of industr ies is the responsibility of the Federal 
Loans !lnard "·hich acts in accordance . with 
til e p•·o,· isi<J ils o r· the O rdinance unde r which it 
"·as estJbl ished. 

:Yi inister ia l S tat e m ent 
T h e :'viinister o f L abour and W dfar e 

(Ch ief f. S. Okotic-Eboh) : Sir, the House 
''il l recolice t that du ri ng the course of thc 
Debate on the .-\ Jd ress, I men tioned that 
among the pieces of legisla tion coming befo re 
the House during this Sess ion were the 
Docks (Safety of Labour) Regulations. 

L:ompre!lensi,·e Regulations on this subjec t 
based on a careful re,·iew bv the F edera l 
Labour .-\dv iso ry Council had been cl ra\\·n U? 
and submitted to me. 

S ince made my statement, howe,·er, 
cert ain rep resentations. concerning the applica
tion of these Regulations ha,·e been recei,·ed 
fro m the Regional Governments and I have 
decided therefo re not to lay the Regulations 
befo re the House fo r appro,·al at this stage. 
T he House, will , I think, agree with me that 
in all these matters we must p roceed wi th thc 
ful l agreement of the Regional Governments . 
There will be further consul tations· with the 
Rqions J:~ c! l tn:st that I shall be in a pos itio n 
to br ing the R~-:;u lations be :·a re the n~xt 
:~1ceting or· the House. 

ORDERS OF THE D AY 

TrrE WoRK~t E:>:'s Co~rrE:>:.3 .1T IO:>: (.-\" c :>: o ~ r E :>:T) 
.,., . Il! LL 

Order f or S econd Reading read. 
· The M inister of La bour a nd Welfar e 

(Chief F . S. Okotie-Eboh): !\ Ir S peaker, Sir , 
l beg to move T ha t a Bill further to amc nd the 
\ \'orkmen 's Com pcns.Hion Ordin4ncc (Ciupter 
23+ of the Re,·ised Editio n of L l\\·s , 1 'I+S) be 
read a seco nd time. 

Sir , befo re going into the de tails of the 
proposed changes in the exist ing p ro,·isions of 
the O rdinance, I thi nk it ti1igh t be helpfu l to the 
House if I were to gi ,·e a brief history of the 
de,·c lopmcnt of \\·o rkmcn 's compensation legis
lation in :\ige ria. T he ea rl iest sta tutory 
provision fo r the payment of compe nsa tion to 
inj urct! \\·o rkmen in :\ige r ia were those con
tained Regulation 21) of Labour Regulations 
:\o. 6 of 1929, mJdc under Sect ion 62 (IS) ot 
the Labour Ordinance :\o-. l or· I 92') ; Section 
53 of the :\ Ii ne rals Ord inance ; and Section !I 
of the now repealed Forced Labour O rdina nce 
:\a. 22 c f !933 . T he l 929 Regu lations p ro ,·i
ded for the ·payment of compensation by an 
employer in cases \d:crc personal inju ry by 
~cc i dcnt arising ou t of a!1d in the course of h!s 
employment \\'JS caused to a labo urer and 
resulted eithe r in his dea th . o r in h is being 
incapacitJ tecl from earn ing his li ,·ing, or in his 
wage-earni ng capacity being permanent!-·, 
d iminished. Th<W:1:1ximum amounts payable 
were £25 fo r fa tal c~ses , £20 fo r permanent 
tota l ine:1pacity, and £ 10 fo r permanent partial 
incapacity. The exac t amount payab le in eJch 
case was left to the Court to dec ide. In 
addition, an employer was liab lc fo r all reason
ab le medical and rospital expenses incu rred on 
!:Jcb.~.I: of or ~~- : !-:~ injured b!wur~ r in t ~.~ 
t reatment of such injury up to a limit of £10. 
T he M inerals Ordinance laid down separate 
provis ions applicable to labourers employed in 
a mine or in connection with mining or pros
pecting operations. Section ll of the former 
Forced Labour O rdinance made the provisions 
of the Labour Rcgua ltions relat ing to payment 
of compensation for indudustrial i n; ~ ri es 
appl icable to laboure rs from whom forced 
labour was exactet! as if such perso ns were 
under a contract of sen·icc. 

T hese limited legal pro,·isio;u remained in 
fo rce unti l the \ \ 'orkme n's Compensation 
O rt~i n J.ac...: \"0 . 51 of t•J-tl c:1n1c.! into opc :- :! ::u:: 

... 
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on l s t .-\ pri l, 19+2. The 19+1 Ordina-nce 
contained more detailed provisions and pro,·idcd 
impro1·ed benefits for injured workers and their 
dependents. Its application 11·as ho\\·e,·e r, 
rcgtrictcd to workers engaged 1n certain 
sched uled trades or industries. It fixed the 
mEimum compensation p~yabl e in respec t o f 
fata l cases to be an amou'nt equal to 30 months ' 
earnings of the worker concerned or £600 
( whichcn: r was the lesser) and, in respect of 
permanent total incapacity, +2 months' earnings 
or £i50 . The compensation payable in respect 

. of permanent total incapac ity was not to be less 
than . £50 . Pro1·isions rebting to periodic 
payments of half monthly earnings during 
periods of temporary incapacity were also 
included. 

The 1950 Ordinance which is the subject of 
the .-\mending Bill which I am bringing fo rward 
tod;11· , introduced some notable new features 
into .the workl)1en's compensation legislation in 
this country. T hese included :-

(a) Pro,·ision for additional compensation 
of up to 25 per cent in cases 11·here the 
permanent total incapacity is of such a natu re 
that the injured workman must ha,·c the 
cons tant he lp of another person. 

(h) Expenses in co nnection wit h medical. 
surgical and hospital treatmer.t incu rred by 
an injured workman up to a maximum of 
£ 100 to be defrayed by the emplo,·e r. 

(c) Expenses in connection 11·ith the supply, 
maintcrunce , repair and renewal of non
.trticulated art ifi cial limbs and apparatus not 
exceed ing £50 to be defrayed by the emplo:·c r. 

(d) A clause to enable the Go,·ernor in 
Council to extend the pro1·isions of the 
O rdinance to incapacity or death resulting 
from occupational diseases. 

Another unpunam impro1·cmc:1t in:roduced 
in 1950 was the extension of workmen's 
compensation benefits to a wider category of 
workers by the removal of the former res tricti1·e 
clause which limited the application of the 
Ordinance to workmen in certain scheduld 
employment only. 

The most recent amendment made to the 
law is that effected by Ordinance 1\o. 1+ of · 
1956 which I introduced during the Budget 
Session of the H ouse last yea r and which brings 
tnoutcrs employed Ill tnc; i'iatc~u :1iincsricici 
within the provisions of the \\'orkmen's 
Compensation Ordinance. 

From this brief histori cal sketch which I .. · 
ha1·e gi1·en, honourable l\[embers 11·ill sec the· · 
, ·a rious stages by which workmen's compensa
tion law~ this country has advanced. These 
bc·ndits were cons1dered to be fa1r and reason
able under the conditions prel'a iling at the time 
they 11·erc embodied in the la11·, but clear!" 
the~· need to be kept under re1· iew to ensu re tha't 
thev take full account of the increased cost oi 
medical attention ior example, or cost of li ,· ing 
generally. [t el'en costs more to be buried 
these days than it did a few yea rs ago. ~lo re· 
O\'er, other territo(ies ha1·e impro1·ed their 
workmen's compensation leg islation in recent 
years and many of the pro,·isions contained 
in our own legislation lag somewhat behind 
those of other ter ritories, including our neares t 
neighbour, Ghana. l know that han. ~!embers 
arc always conscious of their responsibil ity for 
socia l progress and will sha re with me the wish 
that we shou ld set the bes t standards compat ible 
\\'ith our stage of economic dc1·dopment and 
the limitations of our economic resource~ . It 
was with these princip les in mind that l caused 
a re1·iew to be inade of the existing legislation 
with the follo11·ing aims :-

(a) .-\ positi1·e improl'eme nt in benehts 
to pro1·ide more fully than in the past fnr 
the 1:ictims oi industrial accidents. 

(hJ Inc reases in monetar\' payments in a 
forrn pro\·idin !.; l ... r.:~1 c fi. ts anini! snrnc\\-!l :lt 
beyond wh3t was necessary n1crdy to kL· t.: p 
pace 11·it~increascs in the cost of li ,·in[!. 

(c) Percentage assessments of disab il ities 
which h;11·e rega rd for the predominantly 
labour types of work a1·a ilable in this country 
to the a1·erage disabled man, and which 
take account of our inability at prcsent to 
gi,·e the most ad1·anced fo rms of occupational 
training to the disabled. 

S ir, before I go any further, let me say that 
the rev iew of the present Ordinance, in common 
with other legislation which I ha1·e brought 
before th1s House was undertaken bv mv 
F ederal Labour Advisory Council on ;,·hose 
recommendations the main prol'isions of the 
Bill ha1·e been based . The recommendations 
o f the Council were subsequently remitted to 
the various Regional Gol'ernments for their 
comments and the 1·iews of the latter hal'e been 
inco rporated in the present Bil l. The Bill 
tilcn:r'urt! colncs to this house wit il tile .supporr 
of the Regional Governments, including the 
Col'ernment of the Southern Cameroons, 
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and after full conside ratio r; by the representa
ti,·es of organised labou r and of employers 11·ho 
constitute the membership of the F cder;d 
Labour .-\(h ·iso ry Counci l. 

I should now likc to describe the more 
important pro,·isions of the nill :-

(a} Sectio n I (2 ) limi t; the apf'lication o f 
the pro1·isions of the bill to c tses occurrinc: 
after the co ming into opera tio n 0 1. rhe new 
Ordinance. Thi s will help to remo,·c any 
doubts which might arise as to the extent 
of its applicability . 

(b) .-\ t present, clerica l workers earning 
more tha n £500 a year arc excluded from 
the [11CSCnt provision. Th is upper limit i; 
now to be raised to ,{SilO and " ill brin~ 
\\' it hi n the scope of the Ordinance nun1· 
c!erit::~ l wo rkers whnst.: risin{! incon1cs ha\·~ 
taken them beyond the uppe r limit for 
wo rkrncn's compensat ion . Power is fTin.:n 
to the Go1'Crnor in Co>u!lcil nf a l ~ e~ i <~n to 
apply this pro1·ision to a~ ,- de ric.d oiiiccr in 

• the public sen·ice of that Region. 

(c) The rai sin~ of the sabrl' li mit for 
non-manual workers proposed ·in section 
2 ( I ) o ~· the bill will make a number of pen
sionable Federa l ci,·il scn·ants eligible i'or 

. compensation. i. e .. those earning -bct11·een 
£51lll and [ ." ll ll . .-\t present, a pens ionablc 

·:: ..: ~: :- : .~ .. ~:::: : ·\· :·q r ...:nm p e n ~a tion under tht.: 
Pensions Ordinan ce. I 'IS i which al:<o p rn -
1- il!cs that nt.:idll.:r tht.: ofiicer n~ ) r hi:- d ~· : ~ c : l · 

dents shall be di giblc for such compen:; ,;""n 
if they are eligible for compe·nsation u nder 
any other Ordinance. The proposed 
amendment will therefore render such 
olriccrs !ncligible for compensation under the 
Pensions Ordinance, l ')51. It is howe1·er 
laid down in section 1'.)0 of the :\' i gcri:~ 
(Constitution) Order in Council 195+ tint 
the rights of existing officers and their 
dependents under any pensions legislation 
must be preserved unless other rights which 
are not less favourable are gi1·en to them 
instead. Since it cannot be sa id with certaint1· 
that the rights under the Workmen's Com-
pensation Ordinance will be in e1·en· case not 
less favourable than those under the Pensions 
Ordinance, it has been considered necessarv 
to gil'e any officer who is likely to be affected 
l.. . . • 1. , , .. , , , r. I ......, .,. ..,.. . ..., ... . , :~ , I : ., . I . . . . • .., ~ C 

the Bill a choice between remaining eligib lt: 
under the Pensions Ordinance. or becoming 

tJ2(, 

eligible under tht: \\'o rkmcn's Compensation 
Ordinance. Thi; choice is required , und ~: r 
clause + ('.i) nf thc Bill, to bc exercised 
within six months of the coming into opera
tion of the amcmlment and if an orncer sho uld 
die within that period withou t ha,·ing 
e.xcrc ised hi;; right of election, tho,;c of his 
dc·pcndent:< who 11·o ukl be cli:;ihlc e1nde r the 
Pen::;ions Or\!in.tnct! for hcnctir;-; , n1:l\· d cct 
under ci:II! :-- L' + t ) J that the \\ 'orkrnt:n's 
Compe'nsation Ordinance sh;dl be deemed to 

apply to him. In th is connection also , the 
Gm·crnor in Council of a Regio n is 
empnwercd under cl.ut>c + (+) to appk this 
pro,·ision to scn·ant,; ,,f the Regional Go,·ern
nlt:!'n t. 

(d) Th e maximum ~mount rJt compen>~ 
tion payable at present in respect of fatal 
cases is a sum cq1ul to thirty months' earn
ings or £ fiL)U 11·hcrc a workman lc ;l\·es any 
dependants wholh· dependent on his ea rn 
ings. I t is nm1· proposed in clause 5 (i) to 
raise thc:;e ri~ u rcs to + ~ n1onths' carnin ~s or 
£ '01) whichc,·cr is less . In addition, it is 
al:;o pro,·ided that the amount of compensa
tion in respect of a fatal cas<.: shall in no cast: 
be lc;s than ,l.:ZtJO. P re1·iously there was no 
minimum payment. 

:\ nothcr impro,·cmcnt 1n the prrJ,·isions 
relatin~ to com pensation in respect of fatal 
cases now rropo,;ed is th <.: raising. in clause 5 (ii) 
,, f tile Bill. of the maximum amount of buri:1l 
expenses pa1·able by an empln:·er from £15 to 
£3U. l will here make an explan;Hion. l 
reali se that in certa in respects workmen's 
compensat ion, but r art icul:1rlv the pa,·ment of 
burial expcnses wh~rt: dc:lth. is caused bv an 
accident ma1· be contran· to ~l uslim La,~·. I 
ha,·e been ~sked bv the G01·ernment of the 
:\'orthem Region to. gi,·e an assurance which I 
gladly do now that the Department of Labour 
will not t~ko.: the init iati,·e in making claims on 
behalf of individuals in cases where such 
claims would be contrary to ~·[u s lim Law. 

In clause 6, the maximum amount of com
pensation to be payable ·in non-fatal cases of 
total permanent incapacity has been raised 
from +S months' earnings or £1,000, whichever 
is less , to 5+ months' earnings or £1,600. 
The minimum compensation payable is also 
raised from £i5 to £300. 

- 1 • . ~· 

compensation , let me gi1·e some brief explana·
tions on the •:~rin11s increases proposed in this 
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Bill. The existing maximum of £600 in · .· Mr S . k' · . · · 
res t f h d l f . • pea cr : r 1\'an_t. to n~akc o ne proviso. 
. pc_c ~ t e cat 1 o a wo rker with dependents ! he [ IousQ o f Commo ns ge neral!\• cons ide.rs : · 
IS patd m very few cases, i.e., o n!)· whe re ·the . 1 1 1 · 
d d k It .ma. '. \'Is.· a) ".' to _d_iscuss :\ m e n_ d. mcnt.s. durt'ng ecease wor ·man's monthh· 1\·a.:.c is £20 or· ' S 1 

A h . <> · tnc . cconc l~c :tdtng Debate ; tf we allow that 
o\·e: . s as oft en happened, ·a labourer with d 

f f tscu :;; ton : now we wi ll no t ha,·e the speeches 
an m come o · a cw shill i n~~ a d ay· rna)· b.. 1 C 

1 d F ~ ~ rcpc.ttc. tn ommittcc . \\' il l t he :\l i'ni ster m ,·o ,.c . o r example, t he CCH:> ;->e nsat ion to. 
the ?~p_cndc nt s o f a wo rker on 5s ~ day would " .~·. - . 
be /..1 h . In J os at th e presen t time the bene fit 1" \ !' · 

1 1 b f l ' ·r· n c · :nt s t:.:r o f Labo ur and W e lfare: I 
\\'OH.

1
< c ~ - ''. . he P. r<J'. i.;ion of a mini mum 1 

f [ Ot) ·' · l:: : e JUSt a sc<:·>nd poi n t to nu ke abo ut the o ~- ts _ues1gned to tm tJ ro,·e the compensa- 1 · 1 
t ' ll lercnce >c:wcm the di.,·.thilit\· n f t ~ t e .-\ fri can ton rates In respect. of the lower pa id worker , 1 · 
1\ luk the su bs ttt utton nf -+2 rr.n nths fo r JO "·., ~~cr . C<Hnp:trcd wi th the .-\ fric:\11 wo rker 

h 1 · 111 tnc l nl{ed Kin;!<!o ;: J who h:ts (!r:>t rchab ilita-m~mt s :J.n< an Increase nf the ~:nximum fmm t ·. 1 1 ' 
£•l00 to £~>tl0 \\'Ill tmpro ,·c the benefi ts to the ; .. n . :tlh t.tcn tn in fo rm the :\ fe mbers to 
wo rker in. the intermediate :~nd h ighe r grades . :~ rp reu:He. th:tt. ir i.< necessa n · to increase the 
S~mt.l:ir pnnctples h:J.ve been fol i,J'.•;eJ in· respec t compc n:'~Unn to r t he \'igc r ia:-t \\·orkcr who 
o t non-lata! cases. hl :1'- nn, !.tc;l ttlcs a nd ~nurse o f tr.t init~g ,15 in the 

nt:c<. Kmgd": tl or in \ \'es tern Ccrmanv. 
( f lltcrn,"' '• l/ ) . r du not know \\'!te ther th;t 
I' >O b!l: r hdie·:c it is nnt the Oonosi tin n who 

Further incre:tscd bcncri rs re proposed in 
cbu; c '! o f the. Odland these rc!ate to pe riod ical 
payme n ts dunng pe ~iod s o f te::-~p•Jrar\· inoo.l
ctty. The bw at present pro·:i<.!cs that· in 
c~es . o f, , tempr~ r:~ry inc:t,:-~cit\' pcr 'nd ical pay
mcnt>1 _s .. :tl l l;c nu de :t t a ra: e p copo rtion~ te 
to ha. t the e a ferenccs be t\\·een the monthh· 
car~ t n;:; o f the wn r!,~ :-- ;u t h~ ti~1e of th~ 
acc1 dc n t ; and the mo nthly c.t ni n<"s which 
.h; _ts cap:tble of earni ng after the "accident. 
! Ius generally means th:tt t he 1\·o rkcr recei,·cs 
half h1s normal m on thly ea rni ngs. This is 
a scvc~c reductto n of e~rnings ~t a time whe n 
a m~n. s phys1c:Il state r:1a ~• n.: :u::--: ..!d l ! i t!oi~ .d 
n 0 u:-:sn :~ H.:nt · or ~p ...:c i:d l:XPL'I~ ~ : i~~ I:-:.! in tht.: 
house. .-\ p:tyrncnt of two- third;; o r· avcr:.l rTt 
n1onrhly c:.~rn i n gs is therefore or•l :)Osed i n 
~la use 9 ( a ) . 'l'hi;; ~i (!tt:-~: i:' r~~: !:- ::..:, ; 1 ~ al!t!vi .::
tng to sn1: tc exten t the har,:.,;:t:) commrm 
m thts type ur· c~se. T he ma'\i ::1 ~1 :-: 1 Jmount 
whtch c~n be pai J J period ical p:l\·ment :tt 
p resent ts £12 . It is no w be:n:, ~Jiscd 'n 
cl.:tu se ') (bi_ to £2!l . T:1is is neces:m · in vic.w 
ot the ra1 s mg of th e upper in come- limit of 
w~rkmen now co,·cred by the Ordi:1 :mcc from 
b OO to £ ROO. 

The amendment proposed in clause 15 of 
the lltl~ \\:til render an. employer responsible 
for tra\ elhng expenses mcurred b\· a worker 
tn the course o f recei,·ing m cdicai treatment 
up to a lumt of £15 . 

Sir, I now come to the I:ISt of the proposed 
amendment~. . The whole of the Second 
Schedu~e glVlng the disability percentages in 
cert:un mc~paci ties is now to ·be replaced with 
a revrsed list. 

c : ~ n l! L·ci Jt: nn a point n t· •) r•.!cr. ' : 

. (h) .T 0 3. f_i ;! :-. r i~ c : · ::..· ;1~:16 t.:: i , J :i [ h:1 ·:c mcn
t:nne< l c. trl: cr, tn allow fn r t he mo re res tricted 
c:-nr!o,·r.1cnt oppo rt u n ities fo r a d isabled man 
tn .1 d ;.: ·:clop :n ~ cnuntr\' ~n c h a 3 ~-i rrc ria as 
comp:1rcd . " 'ith th e o p-portuniti es f; r both 
reh:l btht Jt to n and employment in countries 
sue~. as the L'nited K ingdom. :\bv r 
cx p111n tn :1 lit tle mo re de ta il jus t w h;tt I 
mean bv th! s. h the l'ni ted K in::do m , in 
\ \ c::.c_c~. ( : ,·~:;: . t:~:-· an.! oth er Euro J' ean 
cJU .h. tc, . tnere arc aLHI.t b le rehab ilitation 
~e :H ces whe re a di sab led man c.tn be t:t""ht 
na-.\· :, r)'."t:n.:o rn~..: his Jisab il it \· ; where ~he 
c:1:1. ~-·~ :." ·o\· idt.:li, fo r cxa!n PI.:, with an 
:.tr::: ;_..::.!. n:llh.l or an art iticial ann with 
spc.::.ti .:'~.tchrnc n ts r·!l r holdi n:.; ton ls and so 
nn . . In_ ::t c:<e ccn tr·:s c·:en a m.m ·sho has 
los t t>:n: :~:rm ; c~ n be taug ht how to under
t:~ke sktl leJ work :tml the_rc are special 
arran:;ements fo r putttn:; h1m into a job 
aftcr\,·arJs. .\ Ioreo,·e r th ~ ran-'c of li·>ht 
work, e.g. , li ft man, gate man, light clerical 
work and so o n available is very much 
greater than i': this coun try so that the effect 
of the d 1sab tltty is felt by a :\'igcrian much 
more dtr~ct l~· than a similar disabilitv to 
someone tn [·.u rope. It is in some sen~e to 
compen~~tc for this r.:d_uced earning ability 
of th~ \rgenan worker m the circumstances 
of th~s country that these _i ndi vid ual percent
ages tn part~cular dtsabd ttt es, more especially 
those atfectmg hands a nd arms, ha,·e been 
lllCrea:;cd to the present levels. 
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In ·re\·iewing the new list, Sir, . I ·shall only 
draw the attention of hon. M embers . to t he 
more important changes proposed. At present, 
the degree of di sability resulting from the loss 
of an arm at the elbo\i·, between the 1\Tist and 
elbow and at the \H ist is rated as 50 per cent, 
-ti pe r cent and -+Zt per cent respecti,·eh'. f 
do not, howe ,·er, agree that there is4ll!'[tU ch 
ditference in tht: d isability resulting fro m any 
of the t h ree categories. .-\ll the three are 
equally d isabling to a man \\·ho is engaged in 
man ual labour. :\lorco,·er, if a man canno t 
g rip a matcher or hammer, as when he has lost 
four finge rs an <l the thu mb of o ne hand , he is 
as much di:;ab led as if he had lost his arm. 
For these reaso :~ s . the figu re of iO· per . cent 
has r.c.en chosen as the app rop riate degree o f 
di sab ili ty in all these cases. The Cnited King
dom percentages for the same di sab il ities 
range from SO to 60 and the Sierra Lennc 
r:<res fro m i il to 61) . I am of the opin io n that 
the luss of four fi ngers ha:; been under-assessed 
in the past at 35 per cent. The Cnited King
dom rate is -tO per cent . hut for the rt:aso ns 
" ·hich I ha,·c gi,·en ea rl ie r, a highe r rate in 
\'ige ria is considered reasonable and 51) per 
cent is t herefore proposed. The ln; s o f the 
index finger, at present rated at 10 per cent 
but now to be increased to 15 per cent, com
pares with 10 per cent elsewhere in \\'est 
Africa and !-+ per cent in t he C nited f.::ingdom. 
The loss of the middle fin:;cr (a t prcse:-tt rated 
at 6 pe r cent) is no \\· asse;;cd at It) per cent. 
Th e pre,·ailing rate for this disabiJit,· in \\'est 
.-\ frica is 6 pe r cent and in the C nited King..!om 
it is ra ted at 12 per cent. T otal loss of hearing 
is no"· to be rated at !1)0 per c.: nt: at present 
it is 50 pa cent. Some fc\\· add ition; ha'~ 
al so been made to the list. T he;e inc!uJe 
such disab ilities as loss of the remaining eye by 

businessmen with littl e cap ital in many cases. 
The increases in benefits m·akes ir all the mofe .. 
necessary J hat employers shou ld i-nsure again-st 
thei r respons ibilities. Inde<Jt ! .considered at 
one s tage whethe r insu ra nce :lgainst " ·orkmen 's 
compensat ion oug ht not to be made compulsory, 
but · abandoned the proposal, h aYing regard 
amo ng othe r things to the ad min istrati,·e 
difficulti es in the way of ensuring compliance . 
Insurance is not expensi,·c : fo r example 
buildi ng trade \\'Orkers arc i·nsu rcd for less tha n 
£ 1 per £ 100 o f the total 1\·:tge bi ll of t he 
employer; clerks fo r a bout 12s-6d per cen t ; 
messenge rs te n shillings pe r cent and so on. 
I ho pe that in view of the inc reased re> pon
sibilitie; of employers a much h ighe r propo rtion 
"·ill cO\·c r these responsib iliti es by insuran.:c. 

It will be obsen·ed that the Ord imnce doc; 
not co me into e tfcc t until the fi rst day of Jul / 
1957. I ha,·e sugges ted that da te in o rder tu 
g i,·e e mployers an opportun ity to co nsider the 
desirability of insuring and . if the,· decil!e to 
in ,;u rc . to ta ke o ut the approp riate po licies. 

:\{embers w ill ap prcci.ne how cnm p li catc<i 
the su bjec t of Workme n's Co mpcnsatio'l. is and 
"· ill , f am sure, understand ho\\· diffi cult it is fo r 
the ordinary labourer to unde rstand hi s ri ghts . 
For this reaso n I int end to ha ,·c produced ·a 
simple and cheap Gui d e to the O rdinance o n 
the lines of the Guide to the Labou r Cod e and 
the S ho rt G•.t id e to the Factori es O rdin :t n c ~ 
which mos t :\-[em bers must h;l\ e sc·: :1. l n 
add itio n n~,. Friend the ho n . . -\ tto rneY-General 
intends to . d irect that the O rd inan ~e be re
printed to includ e the present Bill and all 
pre,·io us amendments in ,·ie"· of the difficu lt,· 
the o rdinary person has in follow ing the text o f 
this much amended Ord inance . 

a one-eyed wMkman, loss of the remaining arm Hon. :\!embe rs will r hope see a pattern 
by a one-armed workman and loss of the emerging in our labour legislation. The 
remaining leg by a one-legged wo rkman. .-\ll Factories Ordinance which came into operat ion 
are to be rated at 100 per cent . (Hear, hear). last September should, in course of time, exe rt 

I should like i\Iembers to be clear that a stro ng influence on the s tanda rds of safety, 
benefits of thi s kind cannot be conferred health and welfare in factories in this countrY. 
without placing a burden on the shoulders of The Bill improves the benefi ts paid to the 
someone . In this case, the additional burden unfo rtunate few who are atfec ted bY accidents , 
is transferred to the employers and I hope that and gi,·es employers an incenti,·e to adopt 
any Member of this House who wishes to improved safety measures. The \\'ages Board 
suggest a further increase in the benefits should Ordinance which passed into law during this 
remember that a large proportion of the workers Session protects the worker in underpaid 
covered by the Bill are not employees of occupations. When the revision of the Labour 
Government or large commercial firms with Code Ordinance is completed, and placed 
great resources, but are employed by small before the House, i\lembers will see that 
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throughout the Federation there exists uniform, There are two features of the amendment 
modern and humane labour laws so that · which must appeal to those who are familiar 
wherever a worker may. go in this· country he with the law. One .,is that the ceiling of 
has · the same measure of lega l -protection. ·. compensation payab le .has been considerably 
(Hear, hear). raised and the second is the number of peo ple 

who will now be able to receive this compensa
tion. For these two reaso ns, I think the 
i\Iinister should be congratulated. 

I feel sure that Opposition will not wish to 
divide the House on a Bill cif t:4il' character. 
I have been ha,·ing some researches made into 
what happened when the 19+2 Ordina nce was 
introduced. When the Bill came before the 
L egis lative Counci l in 19+1 it was hailed by 
the "Daily Service" of Tuesday, January l+ th, 
19+!, as the ·' Workmcp 's Charter". The 
"Daily Service" went on to say that it did not 
think that the measure would arouse opposition 
in any q ua rter. Well, the amendments put 
forward in this Bill make it in fact a super 
charte r and I feel sure that on this occasion too 
there wi ll be no opposition from any quarter. 

:\Ir Speaker, Sir I beg to mo,·e. (.·lpplmtSt) . 

The Attorney-General of the Federation 
(:\IrE. I. G. Unsworth): Sir, I beg to second. 

Qu~stion proposed. 

Chie f S. L. Akinto1a (Oshun \\'est) : l\ Ir 
Speaker, Sir, the only objection I have to the 
Second Reading of this Bill is that the hon. 
:\I inister o1·cr- .ugu~d an o b1· ious case. I 
don't think it is neccssa r\' to bebb0ur such an 
obl'ious point as much as ·the hon. :\! iniste r did, 
altho ugh I can understand why he d id so, he is 
fac ing a group of people who arc hard at 
understanding, so he mus t therefore take a 
long time to p rove to them. (lll !Nr:1pli•m). 

Mr Speaker : OrJer ' [ •.•: ' :' :-: •:or : :_: ·:~ 
d11s Deba te prolun;cd by constant interruption. 

Chief Akinto la : rr· it h.1.: <:v< been for 
that, S ir, I would ha1·e sa id th:lt this amend
ment is the answer to a case which has long 
been made out by the workers in this country. 

The \Vorkmen's Compensation Ordinance as 
it now exists is most unsatisfactory and wo rkers 
have been making representations about certain 
provisions in it for the last few years. I must 
therefo re congratulate the Minister for being 
able to improve their conditions, and to meet 
what has proved to be a justifiable complaint 
on the part of the workers. There will be no 
dissentient voice on this particular score. I 
think to increase the compensation payable to 
the workers is something which will commend 
itself to every section of this House. 

I am, however, diffident on one point and 
that is those who derive benefit from this 
Ordinance as it now is, arc predominantly 
Government employees. The law extends to 
other workers who are not Go1·ernmcnt 
emplovces , but how far do thc1· benefit from 
thi s Ordinance ? There arc many employers 
in the country who are bound under the law 
to pay compensation to injured workers, but 
they can on ly do so if thc1· can afford tt? p:l\'. 
The law IS a ll nght at the moment, pay ltJO 
per cent, or 75 per cent that is all right, and it is 
fair, but what happens say to a dri1·er of a 
lorry who is im'olvcd in an acciden t. The 
owner of the lorry has bought it "on ti~k" 
the lorry sustains an accident . the d ri1·e r is 
either dead or serious ly injured. Strict ly 
speaking the driver is not co,·cred. bv what we 
call Third Party Insurance. -

:-.iow, if the owner of the lorry is lucky he may 
succeed in get ting a little for his lorrv , but 
probably not enough to enable him to p·ay the 
rema111111g 111stalment for his lorrv. .\nd what 
happens about the dri1·er, or his- dependams ? 
He usually gets little, or no thing at all. That 
is not the fault of the law as it now st:! nds. no r is 
it the fault of the amendment but [ would 
appea l to the hon. :\[ in;,;rer .., · r . . .. : ,, , ' : c ·:·c :1 

:-::ur~ ::;u d~ .i~ .1 wider ra ng(.; a i· wvrk~r inJy be 
included under its pro1·is ions. 

I ll'o tdc! suggc.;t tiut th ., hon. :\ [ ;nistcr should 
consu!t with others who mavbe have more 
rebble knowledge about thi:i matter than I 
have. Perh;!ps ways and means can be dc,·ised 
whereby all employers of labour in industries , 
especially those of a more hazardous natu re, are 
compelled to insure their workmen. Insurance 
may be undertaken by the Government itself, 
or by an Agency set up by the Go1·ernment, so 
as to keep the rate as low as possible. If that 
was the case, then it would be compulsory for 
me, or for any other Member of this House or 
the community at large to insure their own car 
drivers. Unless something of this nature is 
done, this law will exist merely to adorn our 
Statute Book and it will not bring any benefit to 
a large number of employees in this country. 
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The law mav be all ri"ht · as it stands for 
Gol'crnment cn-lployccs, for employees of the 
larger firm s, or even predominant busines:< nwn. 
but a lot of us who employ labour on a :;mall 
scale in our respective spheres arc not 111 a 
position to pay compensation at a h1gh rate. 
So I appeal to the hon. i\I 111 1ster to go a skp 
further to sec wh:u he can do so tlut a large r 
number of w,;rkcrs will be able t1> d,·cil·e 
maximum benefit from this ~mendme11t. 

To m:tke m\' po in t cl~arcr, Sir, I would :;a1· 
tha t practicall}· e1·cry :\[embe r .in t!ti.:; Iluusc 
owns 3. CJ.r, hut no t Jll of t hc~1 (! rJ \ ~ t::c1 r ow;, 
cars. :\ b.rgr.: pcrccnt;tgc.: O i. th c.: :n_ ~o: !np loy 
d;-i\·cr~ . hut hnw nuny of those Jn,·c.: :-s :-trc 
in s un:J . anJ h llW rnan v of us can :!!i,) rd t ) 

ir.surc rhcnl, qr to fl:'l\" t h~ !n ~un·thin6 if ti~l· y .t:- ~_· 
i111·o lvcd in :111 :1eciden t ? i pr:!y th:tt a~: 
Jccich.:nt will ~ ~~ H hap pc.:n, but in sp: : ~ ')~--o u r 
prayers, misbps do occur . .\ n::11T:, H :111 
accident docs h.tpp"n how many ot u:; :1re 111 a 
pos ition to p:1y compensation a:; laid d.o" ·n her•:' 
Pr~c~icalh- no r~c : h ttt if we .! :- ·.: ..:~k ~~ : :n r-lY .!:l 

insurance~ for our dri,·crs, sa:: £1 or[,? . . 1 yc:tr , 

! -t h ink we could all afford that and by doing 
that we 11·ill p rotect not on ly oursch'cs but ou r 
employee as 11·e!l. ." !:o will be ab le to c!ert\'C 
ma:...:imum benefit !rom the :1mendm~:1t wlu~h 
we :1rc now p:tss tng. 

:\1r Speaker, I beg ~o. th" sur!Jrisc and 
:1mazement o f the hon. :\[m:ster of Labour and 
\\'clfare , to support the amc:: c!mectt ll !:nk 
heartedh·. 

:'>L :\bubak:u G arb a (:\ .n: :t [1.\: : c!~ '· · ~.[ c 
...: ' ~ L.. ..:. . : • I ..) ~ i;) p ,; ,: ,., t_; , .: : , ..,; ;,. , ; . . -.. : . :, 

~~-J-· i" ~~l ~ g~~tub t c the l~on. \I inistcr .1:~d d~ ~ 
Co\·crmnL"nt ,·u r i1nrullw..:ing: iL Uv:11 \\·0 r:"'"" :; 
and their dependan ts will now rccc~ ,·~ a 
substantial amount of money not prC\'IOusly 
enjoyed unJer the principal Ordinance. 

It is also grati fy ing to sec that the amend_ment 
is ap plicable to the Regions. I hope the :\at11·e 
Authorities and Local Counc1ls w1ll be recom
mended to follow suit. Sir, I beg to support. 

l\1r J. L. Nsima (Ekct) : f-Ir Speaker:,. Si r •. I 
wish to join the Leader ?f the Opposition m 
congratulating the Hon. :\lm1ster of Labour and 
Welfare. I appreciate the fact _that the h?n. 
:\li niste r has alwavs been succcss tu l111 bnn~mg 
to this House pr~grcssi1·c legislation. (Hear, 
hear). The otht:r day in. this .House he 
brought us legislation on soc1al wciL!rc, wluch 
was received with approbatiOn by the whole 
House. The present le~isbtion. now before 

us docs no t require much argument or discus
si~n as the hon. :\'linister has explained to us in . 
his speech. all the details and pro:· isions in the 
amendment. The amendment 1s clea.r and 
there is nothing to argue about ; the Hon . 
Leader of the Opposition has actually accepted 
th:1t fact . He agreed in toto wi th everything 
the hon. :\linister sa id . . 

l trust , therefore, that c1·cry :\!ember in thi s 
!louse will join me in thahkin.g the hon. 
:\lin ister for his progrcSSII'C lcg1sbt1on and 
requesting him to continue. to bring. such 
progressive l eg ~>latwn to th1s House 111 the 
iutu r~. 

:\I r S peaker, S ir, [ beg to support. 
Chief T. T. Solaru (Ijcbu East) : :\! r 

. ..;pcaker, Si r, the claimant voice of :\igcria 
to be indust riali sed has been taken up through
out the country, but no t everyone realises the 
e•:ils tlut arc attcnd,tnt upon industrialisation. 
l : is a wise thin" to take prcc:1utions before 
: :1c e1·ils hal'e d~sccndcd u po n us. This is 
: : : ~ fo rc~unne r oi mam· more Bills to come. 
There 11 ill he an attem pt to humanise a ho rrible 
thing , the ho rrible thing they call industrialisa
tion , bec:1usc in industry 1t IS the machmc 
that takes o1·cr; and machines arc ruthless. 
T he 1·en· nature of their precis ion is the very 
n:lt urc or their cruelty . II' a pe rson pu ts 
;J rcssure on another man by accident , he can 
; cstrain him beio r~ he h.ts done more injury. 
but not a machine. Tht: machine crumbles 
.!nd ccus h·_; before anv remed1· can h" :t?plicd. 
.\ nd \ 'O tl can SCC tha-t in a COUntn· like ours 

. · . _ , . :·~ ... ... · .... ,.:)~· : : :.l:-:;dy iii i t ~r~tc 
.1 nd stiil lar:c;ci)· unused to the hand ling of 
::: .t( !li ncs and macit inen·, we shall iind that 
unless there arc mcasu~es such as this, we 
shou ld be ha,·ing the miseries of industrialisa
t!o n staring us in the face . 

:) ir , in joining in the tributes already paid 
to the 1\Iinister of Labour and \\'elfarc, I 
should say that we ha,·e now started to sec 
the full effects of the many conferences which 
this energetic :\!inister has attended. (Low/ 
applause). You cannot go to these conferences 
and meet the many representatives from highly 
industrialised countries without discussing 
,;ith them the effects of industrialisation upon 
a people. \\'e arc seeing the effect~ oi a 
mechanised age 111 our own streets, 111 our 
own homes, in our own country. \Ve are 
bc..,inning to see that the African who naturally 
in " his environment is very considerate of 
other<. a:; soo n a:; he '"ets hold of the ma,hine 
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he f~rgets his humanity. Drivers have been 
ment•oned _this morning. llut wh3t h3ppcns 
"hen a dnver gets into his 1·ehicle ? \\ 'ell, 
he forgets that there are human bcings _on the 
road; he forgets that there arc other dri1·ers 
who arc entitled to use the roads ; he forgets 
that he has children at hom.: ; he torg.:ts th3t 
other peop le have dependents. 

. , Le,a,·c driver's alone: Ti1c ordinary _ shop
k.:~pcr 11 ho ad,·ert•ses h1s wares, wh3t hap·pcns ? 
H.: employs a loud speaker and he emplo.-s 
the loud speaker to the incon,·cnicncc of ~II 
around because he is in .his own pr.:miscs; 
the ntus_ancc that he creates s preads far arou nd 
h•m. Ll·en road users who arc passin<> in 
a car, the blanng of that loud speaker Jist~ rb. 
Y?U as you go by. Those 3rc the c1·idcncc: 
of th<: mechanised age coming upon us. .-\nd 
so _there are many more \\·ays than the one 
"h•ch the :\l•n•stcr of La hour and \\ 'dtare 
~nd all those who are enga t;cd in tryin\; to 
soft<:n the seventy of the ind ustrial :we fo r 
ou~ coun[ry. thLn! are \·en· r:lan \· w.~·. s in 
wh•..:h th.:y have I? plug th ~ lc:tk ,; r :" .mak.: 
htc a lm le <:3s.er tor some of us 11-ho arc sti ll 
emerg•ng from a rural economv 

themselves or . their families are unnecessarily 
delayed bcf~re payments are made. Workers 
or their famd,es _do complain bitterly of delays 
by clerks or- cash1ers before payment of what is 
n ght ly due to them is effected. I am appea ling 
to tht: Go,·crnment to make proper arrange
ments " ·her.:by money due to a worker or his 
dep.:ndcnts should be_ paid with the least delay 
b~cause such delays not only cause a feeling of 
d1sappo•ntment to workers but also . breed 
bn?cry . and corruption. ·As a trade unio'nist 
I 3 0: really very happy "·ith this Bili becaus~ 
It will be found useful and helpful to many 
more " :orkers and their dependents in this 
F ed.: rat1o n 

Sir , I bt:g 10 support and congratulate the 
:\liniStcr. · 

The l\I~nister of Labour and Welfare 
( ~ lu·d · F. S. Okot ie-Eboh) : i\lr Speaker, Sir, 
a, u.ual, I thu\k It IS only necessarv for me to 
th3nk the :\fcmhers who ha,·e con'rributcd to 
thiS d.:h:ne :md to say that I am verv gra teful 
lor all th.:, · h:n·e said about my i'vlinist;y, 

The on_ly point, Sir, wao that, alth.ouah tht: 
I~eadcr ot the Opposition thought I w~s too 
k_n l! t!-J~_ •n ml· :\lo t10n, he had taken almost half 
ot the t1me that it took me to make my original 
:\Cotton . (Hear, hear.) ' 

:\ow. Sir, I must say· that I am ·n 
. _ • . . 1 great 

. . Sir, thi s is one of tht: :vri~istri.:s which 
It ably handlt:d and with imaaination , wili 
~ake our country one of the ,-erv best countries 
tor p.:oplc to li1·e in in the wl;olc world 
(L oud applause )· · · ·because in am· co~·n·t~~
wherc cap italists 3nd industrialists i1:n·e ra k e~ 
o':cr, It IS tht: " ·eak man who goes to the W:lll. 
\ \ ho arc tht: weak men ? The1· arc the l3l)() ur
ers, th<: people who handle tht: machin.:s t'o r 
a p~ltry \\·age_: cali it a Ji ,·inr: w:lf!t: - thc ir 
II\"' ar suke, t:tmd,es sutTer, unless thcr<: a rc 
such fldls a~ this to protect and 10 pro ,· iJc. 

symparh:. \nth the news expressed by the 
Leader ot thc.: Opposition. Some of them, I 
thlllk, had b.:.: :l adeq uateh· replied 10 by • 
h · ~ ~L Fn.:n~, Chief T. T._ Sblaru, but 1 must~~~ 
th~s (I thiOk r hal·e mentioned it in my speech), 
~h .H the quest ion of IOs urance is necessarv but 
oo r some reaso n that the Leader ot' tile 0.' .· 
· h d - ppos•

t• on . a -(!1\·en, one has to be a bit chary in 
And ~o . _ , Sir. without wastin" am· mor.: 

w_onJs . I Will say that \\'e \\·ant m,;'re :1,-: cf mn re 
ot. th!"' k:r. d q t rnc:.lsu n: to so r.rcn rih.: :cn: n t\" 
?I modern ci:·iiisation and to tn· and secure 
torus some ot the peace and calm and securitv 
wh1ch we are fast los ing . (.-lpplause) . · 

Alhaji Abdulkadiri Makam~ rr .. ----· ' 
7 ! ,. , ., \ · 'r _-:: · ... c· 

' · ... . - • · .: , I !he to suppurt th1s 
Bill wholeheartedly. (Hear, hear.) There is 
no question what.,ocver that such a Bili means a 
great <leal ot help to wo_rkers or their families. 
It ".'II ha":e no d•fficu!ty m getting support from 
all s1des ot the House. 

However, I . would like to make one 
s_uggestiOn : . c_ompensation for injury, loss of a 
ltmb, gratUities, and so on, to the workers 

puttlnt; It ac ross because of the economic 
res~urccs_ ot some of the smal l businessmen. 
.-\ nu. runn.:r, H seems to me that his views 
cenamly must be a matter for serious considera
tion and I can give him the assurance that I 
sh.ill t ak~ s~nous note of J.t and I h 

I . . ave to 
consu _t ll'lth h•m and nthcr oeoole •n ''' ~' .. . , 
- · " · ·-- : · .. - --· ><U il "mch wul not bring u~~~ici 
hardshtp on small businessmen. 

:\'Perhaps it will be necessary, as is done in 
~ orthl'rn Rhodesia, to create a Workmen's 
Compensation Fund to which all employers of 
l~bour should be makings mall contributions and 
t ey would appoint a Workmen's C f c · · ompensa
•on ommiss•on_er who would be in charge of 

the Fund so that _m _case somebody of the nature 
of a lorry owner ts •nvolved in such an accident 
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and he is bound to pay some compensation, he 
need not dip his hand into his paltry pocket but' 
would have·made sufficien't contribution provid
ing for such fatal accidents. I think that this 
is a matter for consideration and; if I have the 
opportunity of consulting with others and take 
nl'cessary advi~,it may be necessary for me to 
bring it before-this House and I think then that 
the Leader of the Opposition will have . the 
sa ti sfac tion that his admonition has not fallen 
on deaf ears. (Loud applause. ) 

Mr L. P. Ojukwu (Onitsha): :\lr Speaker, 
while agreeing with the Leader of the Opposi
tion and the :\liniste r about this question of 
go ing into the possibility of ensuring that all 
the workmen are insured, I would like to 
remind the :\liniste r that the position in 
:\igeria is not the same as in the l' nited King
dom. Here you ha1·e drivers who change their 
working places every year. The hon. :\linister 
of Labour might come here with a dri1·cr this 
morning and \\·hen he gets out he finds that hi s 
driver has gone to another master. Supposing 
he had been insured "·irh £I, will the :\linister 
tomorrow put an app lication for the insurance 
of another man ? All these things should be 
taken into consideration. 

The Minister of Research and Informa
tion (Chief Kola Balogun) rose in his place and 
claimed to mo1·e, That the Question be now 
put. 

Question , That the Question be nm~ put, put 
and agreed to. 

Oucstirm , T,'wt tire Bill be no~c read a S econd 
Tit71e, put accordingli;,fllld agreed to . 

Bill immediately c~1:sidered in Committee. 

H ouse in C1mmittee. 

Clauses 1 to 7 agreed to. 

Clause 8. 

Chief T. T. Solaru (Ijebu East): It is 
merely to draw attention to the fact of th~ 
......... . ? ~ ! : ·: :: ~ ..: :: :::·:.::~.- :: ....., :: ;:,:·: _. : : .... : ~ -- .• . .:ti. i LUtiUn Oi 
paying compensation. r hope that in the 
execution of the spirit of this Clause it will be 
made possible for workmen who are not 
sophisticated to get their claims promptly and 
sympathetically looked into without having to 
pay back-door money-if you know what I 
rr,ean, Sir. That is the difficulty. 

The Minister of Labour and Welfare 
(Chief F. S. Okotie-Eboh) : We will take care 
of that. 

Mallam Usman Angulu Ahmed (Kwara): 
There are· a few remarks 1vhich I want to make 

. on ,W.is section. ··r tried when the Bill 1v~ o~ 
the :fable \O speak on this matter but I had no 
chance. \Ve welcome- the bold step taken by 
the Minister. · 

The Chairman : Second R~ading speeches 
will not' do now. \\'e must confine ourselves 

· to the Clause. 

Mallatn Usman Angulu Ahmed : I just 
want to put the case- of one boy who was 
working in a C . .-\ .C. ship at llurutu. -The li ft 
used in tfte ship injured the fell ow and the 
poor man had no cornpens3tion for this. 

Clause 8 agreed to. 

Clause 9 to 16 agreed to. 

Clause 17. 

The Minister of Labour a nd Welfare 
(Chid' F. S. Okotic-Eboh) : I beg to nHll'e to 

amend the second ::i..:hcdul<: by dd.:tint; all 
details under the heading " Loss ot to<: ·" and 
substituting: 

·• Loss of toes-all of one foo t 
great, both 

phalanges 
one phalange 
other than g reat, 

if more than 
nne toe los t , 

2CL 

10 
3 

e:tch , .. 
;\ly reason is that the omission of an item in 
the draft caused the Printe r~ to be m i ·led and 
the b ~st \\' :11' to correct the error is to s<: t th<: 
iten, ou t again. I beg to mo,·e. 

Amendment prop•JSed. 

A.mrndment f"ttl cu~d d:;r r!'d / fJ . 

The Minister of Labour and Welfare : 
beg to move the second amendment to 

Clause 17, :~t the end of the second schedule 
add the following note : 

~~ ~ : ~ ~ .. : .. : r -· : ...... ~ ..... :v .)..> o f t ! ~~ u.sc of 
a member sha ll be treated as loss of such 
member. 

(2) In the case of a right-handed workman 
an injury to the left arm or hand and in 
the case of a left-handed workman, to the 
right arm or hand shall be rated at ninety 
per centum of the above percentages. 

(3) Where there is loss of two or more 
parts of the hand the percentage oi incapa
city shall not be more than for loss of the 
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whole hand, and any necessary lesser 
percentage shall be applied accordingly" . 

I make this amendment because there are 
foreseeable difficulties in interpreting . t he 

. cas;: 0 ~ pe~centage disability applicable ~ · 
van ous InJuncs. Sir I beg to mm·e. •• 

Amendment proposed_ 

. Chie~ T. T. Soiaru (Ijebu East) : It IS a 
lmle U .. llcuh : one can understand that the 
obJect of this amendment is to try to assess 
accurately a man who has lost p robably the 
n.ght hand or t~e left hand which he uses in 
his t:adc. But It looks as if the l\Iinister has 
tn mmd those who are clerks and other people. 
nut what about people who are ambidextrous 
people who n~ed both hands in their trade: 
.-\ Joss o~ the . nght hand is a loss and a loss of 
the .left IS _a loss: I cannot understa nd trying 
t? dlstmgulsh which loss carries more compensa
~~on. It seems to me that the loss of a limb 
Is a loss. Even though one is sorry that a 
~lght-handed man loses his right hand if that 
IS " :ha.t he. uses, but it will be invidious to t.r-v 
to d1sttngUJsh. · J 

. . The Minister of Labour and Welfare . 
r hc purpose of the Biii is not for the loss of 
~he ha~d but fo r the degree of a person's 
mcapac1tat1on. 

C?ief T. T. Solaru : But that means that 
one IS more useful to him than the other. 

I am ~ right-handed person, and d~ring the 
c~ecutlon of my business, I lose m'y left hand : 
11 dl there be no compensation for it ? . 

It see~s that there is a complication here 
fecau~e, 1f a n ght-handed person happens to · 
ose his left hand, I am sure that the manage

ment, .'~auld say " Well, you are right-handed 
and ~~ IS your left hand you have lost ; so it 
doesn t matter so much. " 

We need .to be educated as to the mcanin"' 
of this. pa rticula r :\ mcndment. It would b~ 
better If bo th hands could be regarded as of 
equa l va lue. 

~hief T. T. ~laru (Ijebu East) : On a 
pomt of explanation. Perhaps I should make 
m~ . pomt . clearer in this sense : I am used to 
IHitmg wnh my nght hand but there are other 
tl;mgs which I can do only with my left hand. 
~ 011 • how would I'OU classif1· n1e l \\'1 · · h · · lat IS 
gomg to appen if 1 !osc my ieft hand ? It is 
' .alue. to me for domg some things, as m·· 
nght IS of 1·alue for doing others. ! 

Question, ~hat t!te proposed t~ords be there 
added, put .:;:.z a:; reed to . 

Question, T!tat Clause J-1 M- d d d , ·~ amen e 
stan p,z.ot of t!te B ill, put and agreed tv . ' 

Bill to be rcprJrted. 

.\! r Speaker resumed the Chair. 

Bill reported, t~·ith .·lmwdmmts. Mr M. A: 0. Olarewaju (So uth Ilori n): 
I suppo~t this amendment and in addition 1 
should ltke the Mmlster of Labour to co ·., 
th • lo f · h h ' h ns1uer . c ss. o sJg t w IC occurs in the ckrical 

b Question proposed, T!tat tire Bill, as amended 
e now read the Third Time and passed. ' 

lmc. 'i ou cannot expect the clerk to lose his 
IHnbs :~s :·ou expect him to lose his si"ht. ·\ n 
eye-glass allo l~~~~t , tcc shou ld be gi,·e;'; to ;he 
clerk annually. 

Chief T. T. Solaru ( fjcbu Ea;t) · [· ·. 
'n1c of c h · · ' 1> . ' oursc, t at m wording the Law legal 
men usc their own language and their lan <Y ua"c 
often IS not th~ bn-,.ua~n ot· th .. j' " " 

. N!r 0 · C. Agw~a (.-\wka): I do not know 
"hethc .~ the .\!mister is aware of the nni:ot 
Chtef ::>ol.t~·: :s •n in• ' to m"'·e bee . . 

. - o "" ausc m 

. . ,.. _ , ~ · ..... ... • '"' o re t:1lry mJ.n : 

trymg to help the worke~s in one way, ' we 
mfu

1
st not treat them unfa1rly in another out 

o ack of understanding. 

consequent !~ ' wncn they try to distinguish 
? etll cen the ,·aluc of the left and ri!?ht hands 
It_ I~ n~~-t .;tl· - ·-: ~ - ~ -~:: : :· · ' : '-i •• •J ·\, in ti lt! S:lffiC 

'~'~ I •ad to dJs tmguish between hearing and 
t e loss of an car. This Schedu le says " th 
loss of hearing" and then below "on ,<; 
\\'heth · · h ' • e car. 

The idea is : suppose a worker is ambidex
terous-the left hand and the right hand . 
usee~ equally-~hat is , the degree of importa:;~ 
of ei ther arm. IS equa~: what happens if both 
arms . are n;med whtle he is in indust ' 
That IS a pomt that should be explained. ry . 

Mr .M •. M. ;Adaji (North I gala) : There is a 
compltcatton m this Amendment. Supposing 

h . er It IS t e external car or the internal 
ea~mgr I leave the lawyers and judges to 

~~wle . - ~f a man Io_sc.s one car, wiii that be 
.e.mng t --or what IS It ? 
Questi011 put and agreed to. 

.Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third 
Tzme and passed. 

Sitting suspended. 

Sitting resumed. 
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T HE Pt.:BLIC Coi.ucno:-~s (REct.:LXTto:-~) 

(A~IE;>;D~lE:-iT ) BlLL-SECO:'>D R EAD l:-IG 

The Chief Secretary of the . Federation · 
(Sir Ralph Grey): Sir, I rise to mol'c, That a 
Bill for an Ordinance to atnend the - Public 
Collections (Regu lation) Ordi nance be now 
read a Second Time. 

Thi~ is a l'erl' short Bill , Sir,. of onh" t,;.o 
clauses, and l hope that the House ;,·iii ha•·e 
found tha t it is 1·cry auequatdy explained in the 
Objects and Reasons prol'idcd by my learned 
and honourable Friend, the .-\ttornev-Gcneral, 
in connect ion with the Dill. · 

The sole object of the Bill, Sir, is to remedy 
an imperfection that has been found in the 
Ordinance. The Ordi nance is one to regulate 
public colk.:tions, and this it does by requiri ng 
a person-with certai n exceptions-to register 
his application to unuertakc a public collection. 
Obviously there will be no regulatio n of this 
busi ness unless the Re;;istrat ion .-\uthority 
is gi,·cn some power to refuse regis tration, and 
one of the grounds on which he m:ty refu;c 
registration, or re•:oke it after it h:ts been 
effected, is if it appears to him th:tt in the 
words of the Ordinance as it stands at present , 
any of the stated objects is illegal or contrary 
to public morality ; bu t the stated objects, 
defined in Section 6 of the Ordinance, mean 
the objects that 'the applicant for registration 
has stated. 

:-\ow. it woulJ be q ui~::: n•Js.s iblc ior somc'Jne 
who wis hed to unt.!e·=-~ ~lkc. a coilcction fo r an 
object that 11·as illegal or contrary to public 
mor:~lin·. to !''.!' :n :1n tpplication saying th:tt the 
OOjtCt \ras one t hi ~-;. which wJ.s lcgJ!, whcre:1s 
in fact it was :·or another object , which was 
i! :.: ~_:, .. :· . ...: ~ :.~..: P....:.., . .) ~ .- .i.:v n ~\u thorit y , t:\·t:n 
though he knew the deceit that was being 
practised upon him, could not, in law, refuse 
the regis tration. 

So the sole object of the Bill, Sir, is to 
remove from paragraph (a) of Section 63. 
tl:c woru '·s ,ateu" , ,o that ii the Regist ration 
AuthoritY is satisfied that anv of the true, real 
objects for co llection is illegal or contrary to 
public morality, he may refuse registration. 

That, Sir, is the sole object of this short Bill, 
and Sir, I beg to mo1·e. 

The Attorney-General of the· Federation 
:'.IrE. l' nswcr:h): Sir, I ccg :o scconJ. 

Qu~stion prop ased. 

Mr A. Rosiji (Egba Ea;t} : :VIr Speaker, Sir, . 
the object of this Bill is not ba<!, but I think 
that the Government should· try to find another 
11'ay of achieving the same r~s ult . One· can 
well understand the possibility .of people 
stating false . objects in their app lication fo,r 
public co llect ion. It happened before , I n!
member on one occasicn a large sum of mJney 
was collected, it 111as not st:~ted that the mJnev 
was go ing to be used for the purpose of curing 
piles in London, for the purpose of buying 
medical imtruments, but the purpo,;e stated 
was to go and see the Colonial Secretary on 
some national issue. Well, one can we ll 
understand that type of situacion ar isi n; , but 
on the other hand one must comide r that the 
people whose duties it is to approve the grant
ing of these permits should not be turned into 
puppet dictato rs. When a great deal of 
discretion is left in the hand; of officials, it 
must be very jea lously guarded. 

:'oiow, I should have though: that the standing 
of the person who makes the appl icat ion will 
be a material factor in this case. And for 
the officer just to say without being asked to 
prove his reason for suspicion, just to say that 
even though you state som~thing on your 
application he happens to b~lie1·e that you 
want to collect this money for ill~ga l or immJral 
purposes, I think, is a little highhanded. I do 
not know if the ha n. the :\ ttorney-G~neral 
cannot find his way clear to m t:.; in3' i't pJssib!e 
to puni5h people who m::tkc:! :·J.~ :;t.: ...:e:Lu:.uion;;, 
and the very fea r of that san:cion will dc:e ~ 
people tram making false statem~nts in such an 
appl ication. 

I like to hear the han. the Chief Secretarv's 
reply. I am not again;t the p;.trpose that it is 
intended to achieve, but the m~thod , I think, 
can be improved upon. 

M. Sanni 0. B. Okin (:\"orth Ilorin) : :\Ir 
Chairman, I rise to support the iYiotion. In 
doing so I would like to be enlightend on 
some points. Sir, as you might have been 
aware, we have so many political organisat ions 
in Nigeria at the moment, with their various 
branches all over the count ry. Now, occasion 
might arise when their re:.;pecti\·e parent 
bodies ma1· decide that all the distant members 
of each ·organisation should contribute a 
certain amount each. May l know whether 
this will be regarded as publir. r.ollection? 
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. Alhaji Abdulkadiri Makama (CcntrJ! 
Z.triJ) : ~ lr Speaker, w.ith your permission 
l 1muld like to record my appreciation am! 
support for this simple, hut ,·cry important 
Bill. lt certainlv is the duty of anv Co,·crn
ment to usc e1·cry means at 1ts disposal to 
safeguard the public aga inst grabbers and 
others who manage to o.bta in permit for 
public collection and then usc the moncv not 
for legally recognised purposes nr in acconhncc 
11·ith the sundard of morali ty 11·hi ch cannot 
be but questionable. \\'e in \'igeri J, Sir, 
want our moral standards to be of the best 
type, and the Co1·crnment s hould always take 
appropriate measures to make that poss ible. 

Sir, l beg to support. 

Mr D. E. Okereke (0·11·erri) : ~lr SpeJker, 
do not kno11· 11·htther the Registration 

Authority here is :1 k ga l man, that is a mJn 11·ho 
has some k gal t r:tinin1;. If he is. I sho uld 
not ha1·e much to quarrel 11·ith , hut mv reason 
is, for a mJn to know what strictly is i'llegal or 
contrary to public rnorJlity, he shou ld be a 
lega lly trained man. o the rn·ise he migh t make 
mistakes qu ite a number of times. So, [ 
hope that the object here is to put a man 11·hom 
the Registration Authorities think is a legally 
trained man, otherwise if you put it into the 
hands of a la1·man he mav not understand 
exactly what you mean b~: being ilk~al or 
contrary to public morality. 

The Attorney-General of the Federation 
(~lr E. I. C. L'ns11·orth): ~lr Speaker. l dea l 
first 11·ith the point raised by ~ lr Rosij i. l do 
not thi nk rn,·sd f, ~ l r SpcJkcr, th.tt it is possible 
to rind 3ny ntht.: :- p:-:u.:~i~.:::hk· ~\ · .1y nf d:.:;tli ::~ 
'·'- ith th!:i n1attcr d t h~..: r·.\ i=-- ~ than bv the .-\n1c.:nd
ment th:tt has been proposed . It is. of course, 
umlcr the cxisti :::;; pro1·isions of the Ordinance 
an otfence to make a false statement for thc 
purpose of ohtainin~ rqis tration, but I do not 
think the mere prosecution which is brought after 
the collection has been made would soh·e our 
difficulties. It is rather like, I submit, shutting 
the stable door after the horse has bolted. 

The purpose of this is in a case, and only 
in a case, ;\[r Speaker, in which the Registration 
.-\uthority has very good reasons to belie1·e 
that the real purpose is an immoral one, or an 
illegal one, and then in those particular 
circumstances he can refuse to grant registration. 
It is only in those cases. If, of course, the 
Regis tration Authority acted in had faith , that 

is another matter. He could, of course, be 
taken to the courts. 

\\iith regard to the point raised by i\fr 
Okerekc, the registering authority in Lagos is 
the Deputy Commissioner of the Colony; but 
now it will be vested in the Deputy Chief 
Administrative Officer. He is a person pro
bably who would have sat in court, and had 
some legal experip1cc, but he 1\'0uld not 
necessaril y be a lega lly qualified man. 

Ouestion, That the Bill be now read a S econd 
Ti;;1e put and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly re{ul a S econd Time and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole House. 

House in Committee: 
Clauses 1 and 2 agreed to. 
Bitt to be reported. 
~lr Speaker resumed the Chair. 
Bill reported <cithout amendment, read the 

Third Time and passed. 

THE CoHR:-i~IDiT .-\:-iD OTHER SECt.; RIT!ES 

(LOCAL TRt.;5TEE hYESTYIE:-iT) BILL 

Order for Second Reading read. 

The Financial Secretary of the Federa
tion (:\lr F. D. C. Williams) : :\Ir Speaker, 
Sir, I rise to move, That a Bill for an Ordinance 
entitled , The C m·crnment and Other Securities 
(Local Trustee Investment) Ordinance be now 
read a Second Time. 

T he purpose of this Bill, Sir, is quite simple. 
lt is to gi1·e legal sanction to the im·estment 
" ·ithi n \' igc ri a of funds held b y trustees. If 
this Bill passes into hm·. it 11· ill be poss ible for 
trust funds which ha1·c hitherto had to be 
in,·cstcd in the L' nitcd K ingdom to be im·ested 
in this country in securities of the Federal 
Government, in securities issued by the 
Regional Governments or the C ol'crnment 
of the Southern Cameroons or securities 
issued by specified public corporations. I am 
hopeful that this will mean the funds which 
have hitherto had to be placed overseas will be 
al'ailable for the financing of our own internal 
development. 

Hon. :\!embers will appreciate, Sir, that the 
essence of a trust is that it must protect the 
person or class of persons in whose interests 
and for whose benefit it has been created. 
The trustee may therefore legally invest funds 
only according to the directions contained in 
the trust deed. If the deed does not gi,·c 
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directions as to how the money 1s to e 1m·este • cgt · Th' , means in practice 
it can oniy be put. into the so-called "trustee statutohry corptoratlofn.local r:nds are debar red 

k " d h T~ the gilt- that t e trus ees o 
stoc ·s an .. no ot ers. . -, e arc. .. . ,·estin" in locallv issued secuntles. 
edged secunttes spectfied by fhe Umted K1~1g - fCrom 111 

1. oo, .. ·. r·llnd· 1vhich would 
f 1893 onsequent ~ -'•gen:m ~ . 

dom Truste.e Acto . . . otherwise be available for internal 10\'estment 
Loans ra1scd by Coloma! Co1 ernmen.ts are are im·estcd abroad. This is not a s1tuatton 

classed as. ~rustee .stocks 1f they com pl.~ 11 nh that we can afford to allow to continue. ~-\ 
the condtttons l:ud down by the Coloma! considerable amount of in,·estiblc. money 1s 
Stock Acts, 1877 to 1 ~3+. . Thc~e co ndttiOil~ im·oh·ed. There arc large trust tunds held 
are ve·ry rigorous. Bnefly, the~ are as fol within \'ige ria, in particular the superannua tion 
lows :- funds of the publu; co rporations and the large 

Firstly, the borrowing Co1·ernment m~st commercial concerns. As tim.: goes on, ~hese 
provide by legislation for payment from ns funds will increase and Co1·ernrn.:nt constd~rs 
revenues of any sums payable to stock- it essential to rcmol'e the legal obstacle whtc h 

· holders by order of the United Kingdom prc,·ents this money from finding employment 
court : inside .the country in the financmg o f our 

Secondly. the borrower must sat isfv the . d e,·elopment. Preliminar;· enqumcs 11·h1ch 
Cnited Kin <>dom T reasury th:n ad ..:qt..tle I ha,·c nude suggest tlut trom .rhe superannua-
funds as · and when required , 11·i ll be m:~dc tio·n schemes of the pub he corporatiOnS 
a\·ailable ·in the United Kingdom for pay- considerable sums should be a1·ailab le for local 
ments arising under the first condi tion : and in1·estmcnt durin~; the next fi,·c years .. The 

Thirdly, the bor rower must . fo rmJlly commercial and industrial firms holdtng s1mtlar 
place on record an expression of op1mon that funds ma1· also be willing to consider putting at 
any Ieaislation enacted by the borrow111g least a proportior~ of their money into locally 
Coven~ment which appears to H er ~l•jesty's issued trustee stocks. · 
Government in the C nited Kingdom to alte r I think, Sir, that what I ha,·.: said so fa r ":i: 
any of the provisions affecting the stock to aive the H ous.: an idea of the general purpose 
the injurv of the stockholders, o r to 111voh·e ~f this Bill. The consti tutional position docs, 
a depart;_.re from the original contract tn howe1·cr, require an addit io nal 11·nrd nf ex plana-
regard to the stock, would properly be tion. C nder the \'igeria (Constllu tlon) Orde r 
disallowed. in Council of I 95 +, th.: subject of Trustees IS 

. These, Sir, are the so-called Treasury con- placed on the Concu rrent Le~i;;l.ni,·~ Li st. I 
ditions. They are not. I would emplustoc. am ad1 i;et: by m,· honn11ca t' .e .tnd learned 
applied only to stocks IS:iUCd .b'· L ~lo111 :t l friend the .-\ ttorncy-G ener:tl. :bt :':e ( atqor:cs 
C o,·ernmcnts. T hey apph· equ:u!::. Jlt:;,>ug n o f trustees set out in Item 30 of the Co ncurren t 

W in a slightly different fo rm,. to loans rats,.:d tn List include all trustc.:s of wh:Hc,-cr kind. T he 
the c nited K ingdom by sdt-go1·e:mng Dunu - effect of this is that there is no Regional 
nions such as Australia, Canada, :S ew Zealand, Iegislati1·c jurisdiction concern ing trustees, 
South Africa and Ceylon. It could not · be except to the extent that the Fed.:.ral Co\:ern-
otherwise if the stocks of these Co1·ernments ment it self docs not leg1sla tc . T ne Re~10nal 
are to be recognised as P.ossessing .the unim- Co,·ernments and the C o,·crnment ot thef 

d d h h l ..:0 uth•'rn Cameroons have been informed o 
Peachable value an stan tng w tc IS csscnua u - h 

f the terms of the Bill which is now before t e 
for the granting o trustee status. House and ha,·e raised no objection to it. If 

N igerian loans raised in London in the past it is passed, therefore, the locally issued stocks 
have complied with the Treasury conditiOnS of these Governments will also be able to qualify 
and possess a 'gilt-edged' status equal to that of for trustee status, as well as those of the Federal 
any other trustee stock bought .ar:'d so ld on the Co,·ernment, and there will be no n.eed for 
London Stock Exchange. Whtlst, howe,· er, Regional Governments to legislate to th1s effect. 
trustees in Nigeria can quite pr?perly invest in 
Nigerian Go1·ernment . stock 1ssued on. the As I ha1·e emphasised earlier on, ~[r Speak~, 
London market, there 1s, as I have expla111ed, conferment of trustee status is not a matter to e 
no provision in the law at present enablmg them regarded light ly. T~is point was we.ll .made 
to invest their funds 10 any loan whtch ma1· be bv rn1· honourable fncnd, ~lr Daldry, tn h1s 
raised internally by the \'igerian Federal or reference to this Bill when taking part in the 
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debate on the Speech from the Throne. Onlv shall indeed 

f

Go

1 

vemments and corporations possessing the . be secure. This is an act of 
u I confidence of the investor can expect to matu_nty not to be lightly undertaken. For in 
;omma~d trustee status for their stocks. creatmg_ a class of trustee secu rities, we are 
[herefo~e the Blll,.stops short of conferring ~utomatlcally makmg Nigeria and ourselves 
automatic trustee s:atus on stocks other than mto trustees, for the well-being and safety of 
those of the Federal Government. It provides these secuntles wlll depend upon the well-b~· 
that th7 G~vernor-Gencral in Council mav and safety of l\iigcria and that in the ultim~~~ 
by .notice m the Gazette. declare specific depends upon the acts and utterances of all of 
~eg!Onal Go,·emment and Corporation secu ri- us. And when I say of all of us, I claim the . 
ties as possessm~ trustee status. Before makin" nght to mcludc: myself and others of my race
such ~ declaration the GO\·ernor-General i~ and there arc man~ of us-to whom :\igeria is 
~ounctl Wl_ll necessarily have to take that same no mere gcographtcal expression . ... (Hear ngo~ous ne~v of the borrower's sol,·encv and hear) . ... no mac transitory place of abode' 
c5~dlt-worthmess which is taken by the Cnited ~ut a country with whose well-being our ow~ 
Kmgdom autho.rities in conferring trustee ortunes and happmess are inter-woven ; a 
status on Coloma! stocks issued in London. country _with whose n:nionals we believe 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to mo,·e. part~erslup and friendship are, and will contmue to be, rcalitiL-s. (Applause). 

The Minister of Transport (Hon. :\bub:tkar 
Tafawa Balcwa) : Sir, I beg to second: 
Question proposed. 

!\-1r L. C. Daldry (Special l\Iembcr\ · :\Ir 
~pea~er, Sir, one of the greatest fi gures 'oi· ~ur 
~lme IS repu ted to ha,·e ;aid at the height of the 
ast \\ar that he would refuse in fu ture to read 

any memorandum which could not be wri tten 
on one sheet of paper. This Biii matches up to 
that requirement ; it is clear and concise. If 
~he pnntmg had been a little more condensed 
It would even have kept to one side of one sheet 
paper. 

The Bill deals with secu rities. :\ow a child 
commg for the first time across the terminolog\: 
of th! Stock Exchange, might be p:udoned if h~ 
thou,ht that a sccunty IS somc:!tina ..... ;, ;ch is 
sccu.re :J.n~ that , ?f cou r;;c , is wh:H it n~Hdlt ;,>be . 
~ut man ;mperkct world we all know that this 
IS ofte_n far from being the case. In an attempt 
to gUide those who arc trustees for others a 
number of securities ha,·e be~n picked out ·b~ 
the law of E_ng!and and set aside in the past and 
~an:ed specifically ; in other words, branded as 
~~ were With a h~l_l-mark of security and called 

. During ~he brie( tin'te that I have had the 
pn\'llege at sntmg m this House, I ha,·e learnt 
that It has a tradition of plain speakina and I 
ha,·e also learnt that it has a trad~ion· of 

.generos•ty '~:hen the occ:tsion arises. You will 
be aware, :::>lr, that there is in En"land a bird 
c:Uled the swan, and one of its last ; cts before it 
dtcs ~~ _ro .s mg_. Thus the expression ·•a swan's 
song IS appl1ed to a last appearance or a fare
well performance. For anyone listening to the 
debates of last week, it would be unrealistic not 
t~ . face up to. the fact that there have been 
\.C~l:d and obhguc sugges tions, and many not 
\elkd_ or obhquc, that certai n hon. Gentlemen 
oppos•te me may be singina their swan son 
Into that controver~y it wo~ld be impertine~; 
for me to step,_ but I think it is reasonable to 
.t~ sumc th~t :h•s !r:l port:ult fl ill, of .. ,·ilich all 
:\ •gena m:ty be proud, w:ts brought to the 
House very largely by those hon. Ge:nlemen 
and t~ey_ mu~t have played a considerable part 
m bnngmg It forward. Therefore I believe 
the House th1s morning will be generous enou h 
to adm1t that the song which this Bill s'•ngs . g 
h · h' IS a armony m w ICh all can join without discord. 

Trustee Secrut1t1es." 
It is in these securities and in no others that P.:r;onally, I nave no ambition to become a 

trustees have been able to invest in the n. o.•t . swan, though it is an elegant and "racefu l ~;-d And now we ,.. b · · rr .. , .... r .. ... \ ""' · .... :) II .. . .. . 

h 

. art: n~gulg .l Sllllllar me:tsu re :\ "i' . ,· ~-· . ~ ..... mem IS a powerful. 
en; a_~d thiS il•ll, \~h•ch I anticipate we shall • o ess a person than the hon. the Leader of 

be mv1ted to pass mto law this m . . the Opposition has reminded us on more than 
milestone. in the history of Nigerioa~m{J/;~: one ?ccas1on that. Parliament has the power of 
hear) It IS an act of faith; it is a proclam:nio~ turnmg a. man mto a woman. How much 
to the world that we here in this country intend mor~ eas•ly therefore must we assume that 
to create nd · · Parliament can turn a man into a · 1 

a mamtam a clas a of security which (Laughter). S\\ an · 
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issue a warning here that the Covernmc~t 
would a\wa·ys grant discretion, or allow trustees 
to exercise a good deal of discrctia·n. Would 
it mean that henceforth trustees would no 
longer be free to invest in any security excepting 
those that are declared by the Government of 
the Federation as trustee ~urities, or that 
they would be free to invest in other securities 
at their own risk? Normally in law, they 
would be free in the United Kingdom to invest 
in any security whatsoever , provided that if 
they do invest in any other security it would be 
at their own risk absolutely. 

If it should transpire, therefore, that I too 
must fly, I shall look back afterwards with 
pride upon thc recollection that on~ of my last 
songs was in support of this Rill , in other words 
in praise of an ~c t of faith by l'\igeria il'\ which I 
wholeheartedly join. (Prolonged Applause). 

Chief S. L. Akintola (Oshun West) : Mr 
Speaker, I can understand the confidence of 
my hon. friend ~Ir Da!dr~' in feeling that 
some t·~3y-I don't know when·-he might" 
t~kc wings ancl fly like a sw3llow . . Well , after 
all those who sir on that side of the House can 
prophesv wi th confidence that some day they 
would fly hecau~c it is easy for them to borrow 
feathers from hon. Onyia. (Laughter). 
Unfortunately, I don't think that I would ever 
have access to those feathers and I would be 
s:~ti sficd always to remain on terra firma here, 
singing whatc,·e~ song is possible on earth in 
pr3isc of wh~tc ,·e r laudable effort is made by 
the Government of the day (Hear, hear). 

An hon. Member : No. 
ChiefS. L. Akintola : My friend has said 

no, and I would ask for his authority for saying 
that a trustee is not empowered to invest even 
in harzadous undertakings. He can do so 
provided that if it fails, he would be prepared 
to make good the loss. I would like any· 
authority to show that he dare not, or that he 
must not. I would not say that it is not safe 
all the time to do so, but I would not like our 
law to be interpreted in such a way that trustees 
throughout the whole country must not invest 
in any security excepting those that are declared 
by the Governor-Gener:U. 

I hope that the hon. Financial Secretary '~ill 
not misunderstand my point. I am not 
suggesting that trustees are perfec tly free to 
meddle with their trusts in any shape or form. 
The beneficiaries must be protected and the 
aim of this is to protect them, but when we do 
~~~~ t~e ~e ·nust be a limit, and we cannot 
deprive the trustees alto~ethe r of the benefit 
of the exe rcise of their own Jisc re*-'L 

\\'ell, I think in a matter of this kind we can 
all rely on the judgment of hon. Daldry. A 
subject like this is one which calls for a lot of 
CX!Jerience 3nd imagi nation, and as he has 
described this Bill as one showing faith by 
1\igerians in themsch·es, we can congratulate 
ourselves that we have attained a stage where 
we can demonstrate confidence in ourselves. 
I would, ho\vever , say that we-I would not say 
on!v on this side of the House but I think on all 
sides of the House-ha,·e grown to respect 
men of the calibre of ~Ir Daldrv, not as a 
fon.: i~nc r in this C" t::~ \:- · : :~·:: .: 5 "'" :: :: ; ~- QUrsd•:cs , 
.. . . (Elear, ;,.;,:r) .. .. aitd we sa\· that not with 

:.1 ,·ic.:w to ~ :! t : c :-:::_J h:r~1 . \\'h:ucvcr m:ty be 
the future of this country, we are looking !\-1r J. M. Udochi (.-\fenmai): Sir, I rise to 
forward to rem~in ing as .members of the support the Second Reading of this Bill and 
commonwealth. ( H~ar, hear) And in future, I entirely agree with hon. Daldry that this is 
as now, we shall still regard ~Ir D:Udry and an act of faith in the maturity of this country. 
others of his cl:!Ss :!.5 brothers in common quest );ow, Sir, not many people realise that, apart 
fo r freedom, incre:!Sed measure of freedom, from Government, there are other trustees 
not only for 1\igeria but for the whole part of who find difficulty in carrying out their trusts 
the British Commonwealth of :-Jations. because of a lack of an Ordinance of this nature. 
(Cheers) . I refer to many people in this country who have 

:\o·.•:, c ~. · :!:~ :r:; just presented I have no had to make a will and appoint trustees. In 
quarell at all excepting to underline one import- very many cases these trustees find it very 
ant f~ct. \\'hen trusts are created by the difficult to carry out their assignments, because 
Government, the Government now indicates the law governing trustees and their duties, is 
that trustees can only invest in certain types of very very strict. It is so strict that any 
securities. In law, generally, those securities semblance of carelessness is considered a 
that are safe to invest in arc known and trustees dereliction of duty. 
who invest in those securities are more or less In the past, many such trustees did not 
automatically protected by law. But I would know what to do with the funds entrusted 
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to their care, and in many cases the trustee their stocks are given trustee status naturally 
renounced his trmt and the Administrator- that will lead businessmen to invest their funds 
Genera l, a:; Public Trustee, - found himself without fear, and I thi1~ k that will ass ist these 
burdened with a lot more work than originally Co rporations in the exc rdse of their borro\ving 
had been intended for him. power. In every re.p, Sir, this Bill is ve ry 

. In the past legal practitioners found it ve ry welcome, especia lly as it has shown the world 
cltfficult to gi,·c ad,·ice to such trustees because that .\"igeria is taking the right step to establish 
~here was no law covering any trus ts, or herself as a nation. 
tr ust securities, in this country. :\lr Speaker, :)ir, support this Bil l. 

.\"ow, S ir, this Bill brings great relief to such (Applause) . 
people. · Formerly , in such cases, one would Chief T. T. Solaru (ljebu East): Mr 
ha,·e had to get a court 's opinion to know what Speaker, Sir, it will be a sad reflection on the 
was safe, but " ·ith a Bill of this nature, it is put House if-quite apart from the legal battles and 
do"·n that securit ies of this nature arc trustee the expert advice given by the hon. Daldry-an 
securities, and the trustee can safelv invest ordinary .\"igerian who knows no law-n<it that 
funds knowing that he is protected, and' that ·the he is lawless, but that he does not know the · 
deg ree of care required by the law from him has law-and a man who has no experience of big 
been sat isfied. .-\. nd so, Sir, such a new law business , does not realise that th is is his money 
gi,·ing such pri,·ilege and latitude is very ·and his security that we are talking about, and 
welcome. .-\.s the hon. Financial Secretary has that money instead of being invested abroad is 
told us there are mam· trust fu nds owned by the going to be invested in this country and gi,·en 
Government of this countrv which have had such a secur ity as other such investments have 
to be im·cs tcd abroad, s i~ply because we m·erseas. 
have not had a law of this nature befo re. · Long before I could understand anything 

To refer to my hon. Friend, the Leader of the about high finance and the legality of it, I had 
Opposition, th is Bill does not in any Clause say heard frequent complaints from those who 
that all trust funds· must be im·ested in the knew and from those who did not know what 
trustee securities just created, so it was not they were talking about, which showed a sus
necessary for him to raise that point, because the picion that everything \\·as not going well. 
l3dl makes no such pro,· ision. But, I wonder as Maybe they had balances in their ::\.A.s, or 
a member of the Bar, whether he would advise some other Corporation, and they saw that 
any trustee who comes for advice after this Bi ll their money was being invested abroad, and 
has bee n passed, to invest in any fund they were furious and asked why this money 
other than those which have just been gi,·en could not be used at ho~ . and why must this 
trus tee status. He "·ould not, and that is country go about borromng money while we 
the point, and lawvers and knowledaeable have baLtnces which are im·ested abroad. 
businessmen " ·ell kno"· what to do with"' trust What the hon. Financial Secretary told us 
funds in their hands. Anybody who would this morning rather opened my eyes. It seems 
ad,·ise a trustee to invest in any security ocher that all chat is necessary is that a bit of pape r be 
than that which has just been given trustee brought and somebody to say this is now being 
status, would naturally be taking great risks given legal backing, and these are now trusts 
and I know that no successfu l businessman and this money can now be invested in the 
or wise businessman would take such risks. country, and so on. If that is all that there is to 
That is the point. it, why had it not been done before ? If befo re 

\Vc are very happy, Sir, that Government has now our money had been im·ested abroad-I 
also seen fi t to extend this trustee status to the do not know for how many years, you may have 
stock>_ of the Corporations which we have j ust knowledge of that-if; by bringing in some Bill 
estab lished. Members will notice that each of here to give it legality, that is all that is 
these Corporations,-the Nigerian Coal Cor- necessary, I wonder why it had not been done 
porati?_n, t~e Electricity Corporation of .\"igeria, before and why it has taken so long to do it. 
the ::\1genan Ports .-\. uthority, the .\"igerian But that is looking at it from one sid~ only. 
R.ulw:1y CorporatiOn-each of them has got As the hon. i\lr Daldry has said it is a sign of 
financia l provision: that is, they arc able to maturity. It means that when our money was 
borrow money and create stocks. ~ow that being im·ested abroad that this country was not 
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considered grown up enough for such a thing 
~be done here. ::\laybc the cause was due to 
l~ck of opportun ity, maybe it was due to the face 
that the Go,·anmenc was not stable enough . 
As a matter of fac t was there a Go,·c rnment as 
we ha,·e ni:nv ? There was not. lc " ·as a 
Government of officials and busi nessme n ; 
gradually the transformation came about , . and 
now in this House we are asked to g!\·e validity 
to a l3ill which is going to gi,·c us the facilities 
to invest funds in our o1vn countrv, at k:1s t that 
is what it seems like from a layn1an's point of 
view. I see now that our growth is being 
recognised by this Ltw, without knowing all the 
intricate deta ils of it, and as such l slull be 
very happy to tell people that thi s count ry is not 
only grown up, b.ut is regarded in law as gro\\·n 
up enough to be trusted with the funds of its 
own countrY. 

\\"e arc very gratefu l even though it might 
be the swan song of the :\!ember of the Council 
of :\l inistcrs who brought it. \\"hethcr that 
is so or not, the good song aLways lingers on 
afte r the singer has sung it. This is a good 
song and if the hon. the financial Secretary's 
mme and other members of the Counci l of 
\l in isccn arc linked with it, well it wi ll be a. 
good wng to remember them by. ( . .J.pplause). 

The Financial Secretary of the Federa
tion (:\Ir F. D. C. \\"illiams): :\lr Speaker, 
Sir, l am graceful. to the hon . ::\lr Daldry 
and the hon. Chief Solaru for stating wi th 
considerably greate r eloquence than l can 
how important this legis lation rea lly is, and 
it is because it is so important that l just wane 
to remove one possibie misunderstanding 
chat m:ght be in the mind of the p11blic. 

There is nothing. Sir, in thi,; legislation 
wh ich in any \\"3 Y compe ls or directs trustees 
to do anything. Trustees must form their 
own judgment in terms of the Trust " ·hich 
they ~re admin isterin!;. l t i; po"'ible that a 
Trust mav authorise the trustees to invest in 
equ ity sh~res or building society funds or e,·en 
in real estate. "'hat this legislation is concerned 
with is the situat ion whe re there arc no such 
specific pro,·isions in a Trust and the trustees, 
cherd.ore. must in,·est in so-called trustee 
stock. By legisiating to pro,·ide that local 
\"ilierian GO\·ernmen t securities shall be 
:ru=itl·:..: srvck wi thi 1~ \·::.;cria . \\'t: ·ai :...: only 
makinc; ic possible tor the trustee so to im·esc. 
\\'c are not forc ing him to and, as the hon. 
Chid Solaru has s ur;~csccd. the future decision 
of the trustees will. oi course, depend on the 
general credit-worthiness ar.--:i responsibility of 
the Go,·ernment of .\"igeria. 

Si r, this. means quite a lot as has hcen 
explained to us. It means th is to me: I am 
a member of this Trusteeship; l am a member 
of the bodv chat is guaranteeing the security 
of any im·escmcnc in chis country. ,-IJ1d if I am 
a memb~r. then it means that l must guard 
these im estmcnts like a basket o( eggs. I 
must not throw stones on other people's lest 
they throw scones at my eggs. If the people 
are going to invest money in my own. country 
along with my own money, well chen 1t means 
that l am going to be very carefu l what I do. 
what l sa\· so that m,· basket of eggs could be 
secure. \\ . .: !1. probably that is merely talkin t; 
in image ry. \\.hac it means t~en . is that our 
Go,·ernmcnc has really got to feel It self grown 
up and our pol it icians and our Legi~lacors 
must be fully grown up "' the1r utterances 
whether at home or abroad, that evcrythlllg 
we sa,· now will be inrerpre ted to mean that 
that i ~ the representative of th<' peup;, . . ;;:,~ 0: .. .- ::· 11, T::.:t :!: ,· .'? . .-'! ·. 
what he savs and feels, that is the pu!sc of the Ti;;r.e. put and agreed to. 
.:aunt!)' . Therefore, we should be very careful Bill accordingly read a Saond Time, and 
to sec that this tender piant which has now inmr.ediately considered in Committee . 
grown up is not destroyed by any irresponsi- House in Committee. 
bility on the part of any of us. Clauses 1 to 3 agreed to. 

Sir, I would even go further. One can Clause 4_ 
dare to hope that the fu nds of other countries 
can be invested in .\"igeria in the same way as Chief T. T. Solaru ( ljebu East): An 
our funds have been invested abroad, provided explanation to clause +, S ir . "The trustee 
that we pro,·e faithful and pro,·ided we pro\·e shall not be liab le for a breach of trust". If 
that our Government can be st;tb le. Therefore, the in,·estment had ceased to be such as had 
this has come to us as a challenge even though been authorised by the pro,·ision of this 
it has come as an approbation as well, a Ordinance, what happens ? I do not quite 
challenge to put on the toga of maturity and to fo llow that , Sir, it is a little dark to me and I 
retain it and to grow from strwgth to strength. wish some light on it. 

(701) 



.. 

House of Repr~sencarives Debaces 

1355 [Sale of Produce (Taxation) Bit{] 25 :\1.-\RCI-! 1?57 [Second R<ndin; ] 1356 

The Attorney-General of the Federation so far as the \\"estern Region is concerned, 
(!\lr E. I. G. Unsworth): :\Ir Chairman, Sir, the existing S:dcs of Produce (T:tution) 
1 will do my best to throw some light on it. Ordinance. That Ordinance, which was enact
The purpose of this clause is to ensure that a ed by the then Centra l Government in 1953, 
trustee shall not be liable for breach of trust, provides that sales taxes may be Ic-·ied on 
if he has invested in an in,·cstment or sccu ritj' produce sold to the :\l:trkcting Boards. \\'hen 
which this Ordinance says he is entitled to the present Feder~! Constitution e:une in to 
invest in, and if at some later stage that parti - force in 195+, the Ordin:tncc was, in accordance 
cular security ceased to be a security for the with decisions reached at the Resumed Consti
purposes of this Ordinance. tution:tl Conference in January. I 95+, :tdal)kcl 

Chief Solaru : If that is the explanat ion, to provide that the \\'es tern Rcli ional Go,·c rn
has that any connect ion with any of the mcnt should rccei,·e the full proceeds of 
Corpor:itions ·under the Schedule? Are you sales taxes le,·ied on produce sold to tlw \\'est
having a suspicion that one or other of them ern Regional :VIarket ing Board on the Lagos 
might cease to come within the pro,· isions of produce market. This was doric because 
this Ordinance 1 ·produce sold in Lagos emanates from the 

\\"estern Region. 
The Attorney-General of the Federa-

tion : The answer is, no, Sir.. Out there 
might at sam<; time be some particubr Corpora
tion in the Schedule which Government might 
decide to remove from the Schedule and it will 
cover such a point. 

Clause 4 agreed to. 
Schedule agreed to. 
Bill to be reported. 
Mr <Speaker resumed the Ch:\ir. 

Bill reported, without amendment, read the 
third time and passed. 

SALE OF PRODt.:CE (T.\XATIO:>) BtLJ. 

Order f or S econd reading read. 

The Financial Secretary of the Federa
tion (!VIr F. D. C. Williams) : i\Ir Speaker, Sir. 
I beg to moYc, That a Ilill for an Ordinance 
entitled "The Sale of Produce (T axation) 
Ordinance" be now rc:1d a second time. 

Before I outline the background and purpose 
of this Ilill, I feel that I ought to set at res t the 
minds oi any hon. l\'lembers who may possibly 
ha,·e imagi ned that the aim of this mca"1re is 
to impose fresh taxes on produce sales in 
Lagos. That is not the intention at all. As 
is e:-:p!::::-:cd ::1 :~:c Objcc~s :1nJ "~.l,:,vib , i.;l. -> 

Bill merely seeks to set up machinery by which 
it can be engnrcd th:tt r:1tes of produce sa!c.; 
tax in tht: \\'estern Region and in Lagos can 
be kept in step whilst preserving the constitu
tional prerogati,·e of the Federal Government 
to levy taxes in Lagos. No changes in the 
actual rates of ta.x are contemplated at present. 

The need for this measure arises from th e 
fact that the \Vestern Regional Government 
is now introducing a Bill which will supersede, 

As I have said, the \\'este rn Rcliional Gove rn 
ment is· now introdu cing a Bill to supersede 
the old Centra l Go,·crnment Ord imnce in-so
far as that Region is concernc:J . The first 
three parts of this new \\'estern Bill deal 
with produce sold to the \\'este rn Regional 
:'II:trketing Iloard, and it departs in two main 
respects from the old Ordinance. 

Firstly, the Western Regional i\hrketing 
Board will itself account for the sales taxes 
due instead of the licensed buying agents 
accounting for the taxes as they do at the 
moment. This change is designed to simplify 
the collection of the taxes and is merel v a 
change in accounting responsibility. · 

Secondly, the exis ting Ordinance prescribed 
the produce which can he taxed and the maxi
mum rates of tax which can be lc·:'ed. It 
went on tn pro•:idc t h:~t th~ GO\·c :·nor-Gcncr:ll 
in Council could varv the rates of ta:' on a 
Resolution of the R~giona l Legis lature con
cerned. The new Bill wi::-providc that in-so
far as the \\'estern Region is conccrn~d. a 
Resolution of the R~gional H,)use rna,· impose. 
repeal or Yary taxes on produce sold to the 
Western Regional :\Iarkcting Board. 

~: :3 , \) f ..... ...... . .., ... , :a ~~....:ur ....i .l nt..::.; \\ Llil tnt..: 
division of powers under the present Consti
tut :on that the \\'c; tcra Rc:;:;ional Lcgi;ia:.::·c 
should be responsible for taxation on these 
sales within the Western Region without 
reference to the Governor-General in Council. 

l'ievertheless, it is necessarv for the Federal 
Government to enact similar l~g islation because 
certain produce is sold to the Western Regional 
:\Iarketing Board on the Lagos produce beach 
and constitutionally only the F cdcral House 
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·. of Represe ntatives can legislate to authorise 
the levying of ta.xes on sales within Lagos · 
even though the proceeds of such taxes will 
continue to pass to the Western Region. The 
Western Regional Government, therefore, has 
requested the Federal Government to enact 
an ordinance similar to that part of their 
Bill which deals with Marketing Board produce, 
and it is in respeonse to that request this Bill 
is before the House-to-day. 

It is obviously desirable that all produce sold 
·to the Western Regional Marketing Board 
shou ld be subject to · the same rates of tax 
irrespestive of whether it is sold in the Western 
Region or in Lagos . . Yet, as I have said, only 
the Federal GO\·emmerit can tax sales in Lagos. 
\\'hat is required, therefore, is machinery to 
enable the Federal Government to vary the 
rates of tax on produce sold to the iVIarketing 
Board within Lagos, so soon as the Western 
Regional legislature varies the rates of tax it 
imposes. 

This Bill, therefore, empowers, but does not 
compel, the Governor-General in Council to 
impose, repeal and vary sales· taxes on produce 
sold in Lagos to the Western Regional Mar
keting Board on a request to do so from the 
Governor of the Western Region, provided that 
a Resolution having the same effect within the 
Western Region has been passed by the 
Western Legislative House. The proceeds of 
these sales taxes will, of course, continue to be 
paid to the \Vestern Regional Government. 

I mentioned earlier that it is onlv the first 

-Second Reading] 

decisions taken at the Resumed Conference on 
the Constitution in 1 95+. .... 

In conclusion, Sir, I \\'Ould thercforz. repeat 
that th is Bill introduces no new taxation but 
confines itself to changing the machinery for 
~')Osing and collec ting existing taxes on 
.llarketing Board produce sold on the Lagos 
produce beach. Sir, I beg to mo~:e. 

The Minister of Trade and Industry 
(:\Ir R. A. Njoku) : Sir, I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 
Question, That the Bill be new real a Second 

T ime , put and agreed to. 
Bill accordingly read a S econd Time and 

immediately considered in Commillee . 
House i11 Committee, 
Clauses 1 to 10 agreed to. 
Schedule agreed to. 
Bill to be reported. 
:VIr Speaker resumed the Chair. 
Bill reported, toithout amendment, read the 

Third Time and passed. 
Sitting suspended. 

Sitting resumed. 

W RECKS A<S'D S .\LVAGE (A~tE:>D~!E:-iT) BILL 

The Minister of Transport (Hon. Abuba
kar Tawafa Balewa) : l\Ir Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
move, That a Bill for an Ordinance to amend 
the ·wrecks and Salvage Ordinance, Chapter 
235 , Revised Edition of the Laws I 9+3, be 
read a Second Time. 

three parts of the new \Vestern Regional Bill S i~ ... , sta ted in the " Objects and R(!asons", 
that deal with produce sold to the Western this Bi ll is intended to remove certain provi
Regional Marketing Board. The fourth part sions of the W reeks and Sah·age Ordinance 
of that Bill provides for the introduction of a relating to the holding of inquiries into shipping 
sales ta.x within the \\'estern Region on produce casualties which were repugnant to the Mer
other than that which is sold to the :\brketing chant Shipping Act, 189+, and consec1uently 
Board. The releHnt clauses are enabling had no legal effect. Briefly the point is that 
clauses-that is to say, they provide the legal whereas the Cnited Kingdo m l\Terchan: S': :p
h •i< for t!~~ i.:t~J ,::.:~~iva of ;u~h ta_xe; , ou t ping Act of 189+ empowered overseas legis
neither the nature of the produce concerned latures to authorise certain investigations into 
nor the rates of tax proposed have yet been shipping casualties, this power did not extend 
determined. This aspect of the new Western to enquiries relating to ships belonging to Her 
Regional legislation does itot concern the Majesty. Sections 3 and 10 of the Wrecks 
Federal Government, since it is a riomestic and Salvage Ordinance which provide for the 
matter affecting only the Western Region and holding of these inquiries did, however, pur
the Federal Bill that is now before the House port to cover Government ships. This Bill, 
therefore deals solely in the matter I have Sir, puts this right by amending section 3 of 
explained, with Marketing Board produce the principal Ordinance so as specifically to 
already ta.xed under the 1953 Sale of Produce exclude ships belonging either to Nigeria or to 
(Taxation) Ordinance in accordance with the Her :\bjesty; and by amending section 10 
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1359 [Wrecks and Saha;;e (A ,,e,"nelll ' . . . • T t . I am sur-

. . · ·h The Mtruster of ranspor · . . 
which defin es the circumstances tn "\~tel l rised that the hon. Member does not kno'~ 
. . . v be held so as to excluc e a p h N. ·. n Government has some mqumes rna, • . that t e 1 1gena 
reference to Go\·crnment shtps. shipping . . . . ~; . 

If this Bill is pass_ed it will be2ecessar): ~~ Ch' fS L Akintola (Oshun \Vest) : Some' 
rov ide for inqwnes where 0' e ~nmen . te . ·. ) . 

p d · h. . . e 1nvoh·ed b)' mean> of an How man) . 
owne s 1p> ar ~- . · , . s· 
Order in Council under the M erchant Sh " " tng The Minister of Transport . \ c>, . lr, 
Act, l 906. I have no reaso n to bell~'·:~ · Sir, we have got seagoing craft, we have got colhers. 
that there. will be any difficulty O\·er thl>. and the hon. Members should remember .... 

Thus the effect of this Bill together with the . Ch' f T T. Solaru (ljeb u East): . \Ir 
Order in Counci l will not be to pre,·en t tnL[UI- Ch . ~~an Sir if the hon. \Iiniste r had gl' ·en 
ries being held into accidents relatlnf to th: their pr,oper names I should not ha~·e 
Go,·ernment ships, _but merely to r cgu ar;~~ be: n· surprised. \Vhen he _says ships. docs lc 
the statutory prO\'ISions under \\ hlch mean dredgers and thtngs hke that ? 
inquiries arc held. . Ot~estion p11 t and agreed to. 

i\[r S peaker, Sir, l beg to :\love. . -B ./1 dinol>• read a Second Time awl 
· 1 f th Federauon 1 accor > . C · 
The Attorney Genera o e . I . d'atelv considered Ill ommzttee. 

- h) '[ S ··•ker Sir zmme z • 
(\l E I G Cnswort : " ' r pc~ • ' . · · r · · · House m Commtttee. 
beg to second. , d 

· d · C/a11ses l to j agree to. 
Ouestwn Propose · 
Chief T. T. Solaru (ljebu East): l'I_I r Clause+. . 

Speaker, Sir, without attempting to dabble tn Chief T. T. Solaru (ljebu East): . ~~: 
affairs which are ,·ery strange to me-I am a Chairman Sir this is a small potnt . ; b~ltc'.: 
landlover myself, and I seldom tra\·el on hthe that this i~ an ~daptation of the L_~w o,. \\ reckd 
high seas and so I do not ex_pect t? _get. s 1p- and Salvage from the United Ktngdom, an. 
wrecked-but all the same, Sir, I was g~tng ~~ therefore it is such a surpnse that \~C - get 
observe that it is a very good thmg t at t. th word "colony" occurnng tn about . 'e o~ 
Ministe r of Transpo rt is very energettc tn .· e l'nes Since. this is for the Fed~ratton ot 
tr)•ing to bring this llill in to apply to Go,·ern- ~~g:ria ~ve hope that we are not gomg to use 

· i d \\. -·11 ha,·e to bnng tn .tn 
ment sh1ps. . . , . this British wor · e " 1 · to 
~ow the fi rs t question I " ·?uld _hke to ask Amendment very soon . If you ar~ .. ~:J .~~g ·'· e 

him is-which Go,·ernment smps_ ~. ,H'l;f ~oe say colony, c~lony , all the tune ' "u ... .... 1 

Nigerian Government got any ship>: . 't Colony ~ige na. 
- h l Because th1s IS no 
how many are t ere · . . f w • [f Clause + agreed to . 
Inland \Vaterways we are thtnktng 0 no 1• · k k ed the Chair. 
I am wrong in assuming that we are not t 1111 - i.'Vl r Spea ·er r~um 
in of Inland \\' aterways, please_ co rrect me, Bill reported mthout Amendment. 
be~ause if you are making a ~~ll me redly to 0 t ·on proposed, That the Bill be narc rwd 

reeks and our nvers an our - ues l . 
apply to our cb b t if it means ships, which the Third Tzme. 
lagoons 1t may e, u . . h fi t l (I' b East)· i\Ir 

uite a different proposition, 1t IS t e rs Chief T. T. So aru Je u : . 
~~~v; I have had that the ~igerian Government Speaker Sir, I was waiting for . the lV~ntis~~~ 
has go t any ships. That IS one quarrel that we of Transport to answer m y questton, an ds h. 

. .· h the Government, that we have no he would not do so I would beg to, remln .~111 
~~~;p~~- We spend a lot of money on :II ~ur that he should bring in an amcl~:n~~-~~ ~oast~~~d 

orts, et cetera, mainly to cater for orelg'n House. He says that he wants t t> '. that at 
~hipping, which are very welcome, but \\ e into law now; I ':ould there~f~e b~~ in an 
would like to have some of our own. the next opportumty heh sho d " l gn,· " 

h. h d end t e wor co o ; · 
It would therefore be an item of news w. IC amen ment to am 

, ld · deed be very welcome, if the i.'V_I 1nts~er Question put and agreed to. 
\\OU tn h' . th 1'-'lgertan d h Tl . d r,·,ne arzd would tell us what s tppmg e -~ . ) Bill accordingly rea t e ur 
Government has actually got. (Interruptwn . passed. 
We have got bath tubs anyway. 
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POLICE :\~! E:"D ~!ENT BILL 

Order f or Second Reading read. 
The Chief Secretary of the Federation 

(Si r Ra lph Grey) : \[r Speaker Sir, I beg to 
mo,·e, T hat a Bill for an Ordi nance to amend 
the Police Ordinance (Chapter 172 of the 
Revised Edition of the Laws, 19+3) be read a 
Second Time. 

This is an extrcmch· short Bill , Si r, the so le 
object of which is to make it poss ible for 
women to be appointed Special Constables. 
The sect ion in the Law which pro,·ides for the 
appointment of S pecial Constables now reads
that "male pcr.<•1 nS not being below the age 
of eighteen years" may be appointed to sen·e. 
This was dra fted and passed through the 
Legislature long years ago. Since then women 
ha\·e scrYed ,·cry cffccti\·e)y as constables in the 
regular establishment of the 1\igeria Police, 
and there is no reason " ·hy we should continue 
to subject them to the disab ili ty that they arc 
u nable , if they wish, to sen·e also as special 
constables. 

So the Bill aims only at removing that one 
disability. .-\s I said earlier in this meeting, 
Sir, it is the Go,·ernment's intention later to · 
bring in a Bill making comprehensi,·e pro,·ision 

. for special constables. 

Sir I beg to move. 

The Minister of Social Services (Hon. 
.-\ ja :\wachuku): Si r. I beg to second . 

Question pr,_f'J•Ft:i. 

Mr L. L . Lakunle (Oyo :\orth) : :\[r 
Speaker, Sir, in suppo rti ng the Second Reading 
of this Bill I want to thank the G overnment 
for bringing it up at this time. \\'e are now 
in an age when opportunities should be giYen 
to all people irrespective of their sex. That is 
why the Bill will be welcomed by all sides of 
the House. 

When we were debating the Police Head 
some time last week I wanted to refer to the 
recruitment of women as regular constables, 
but there was no time, and I will, with the 
permission of the Speaker, refer to it for a 
moment now. \Ve have seen our women 
regular constables and they have been trying 
to do their best. Well there is no reason 
why women should not be allowed to contribute 
their own quota as special constables. 

Another thing to which I would like to draw 
th~ attention of this House, about the recruit-

ment of women as Regula r Constables, is that 
the rec ruitment is now at its initial stage, and I 
wou ld appeal to the hon. \[embers to encourage 
the: " ·o menfolk of c,·ery tribe in 1\igeria to 
come fo rward as Regu lar Constables. There 
ha,·e been complaints about the men police, 
that there has been tribal domi nation , and so on. 
\\'hethe r or not this is true, I do not want to 
pro,·e, but I think it is a fact that e,·ery i\lember 
should admit rhat whcre,·e r you go they say, 
" \\'dl, the Police Force is dominated by this 
tribe. o r by that tribc , and unle;s you belong to 
that tribe"- ! don ' t w.1nt to mention the tribe
" unless you belong to a certain tribe there is no 
prospect of promotion for you in the Force". 
\\'ell, to avoid things of th is nature, I \vould 
appeal to all hon. \!embers to let their women
folk come forward no\v, so that we avo id the 
complaints which we now hear every day about 
men police. 

:\lr S peaker, [ beg to support. 

Alhaji Abdulkadiri Makama (Central 
Zaria) : i\Ir Speaker, S ir, thi s Bill is certainly 
non-controversial, and I am on my feet only to 
support it. 

In all the civilised countries of thc world, 
women participate in practically all the day-to
da\· affairs of their countries, side b,· side with 
the men. In the Federal territory of Lagos, 
and in one or two .Provinces in the :-.iorthern 
Regio n, you do see policewomen in their smart 
uni fo rms, playing their part in the maintenance 
of law and order. 

\lr Speaker, Sir, in ,·iew of the aboYe facts, 
appointment of women as Special Constables 
is simp\ y a foregone conclus ion. Sir, I beg to 
support. 

~ Chief S. L. Akintola (Oshun West): 
think that this Amendment does not create anv 
new position in the Police Force. It only 
regularises some irregularities, or, in other 
words, it seeks to legalise some illegal procedure 
that we have so far followed, and I don't see 
much to congratulate anybody upon in that. 
In any case. it would be a good thing for all 
members of our community, irrespecti,·e of sex, 
to be given full opportunity for voluntary 
sen·ice, but in my view that can be done without 
in any way debasing the womanhood of this 
country. 

I don't think it is elegant, or that it is chival
rous on our part, to enlist women into the Police 
Force and allow them to be racing after the 
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Jagud:~ boys and pick-pockets. It is not 
femi nine duty to k~cp on chastng ptgs, and I 
th ink it is ckhasing the womanhoutl. ot tht~ 
country, to charge wome n with th:tt type ot 
respons ibility. I w.1nt it to be clearly under· 
stood that we on th is side of the House, do not 
quarrel with• women being enlisted in the 
Police Force, but l think much 1s wrong tn the 
type of duties now bein(i assigned to them. 
\\'hv cannot \\C allow women to do a lot . of 
otlice work in tilt: ·Police Department, takmg 
down statements, examining people verbally, 
perhaps c,·en going to Court, and. lca,·e the 
rather masculine type of duty ot chaSing penpk . 
and wavbving thieves-lea,·c that to men. and 
get wome~ to do the type of duty that is most 
suited to them . T hcv may e\·en do de teCtl\·c 
work ; thev arc more ~u ited to do that type o l 
job. (!trt;·rmptiun). 

It vou w;~n t to ge t the truth from hott . . \ bii , l 
kno": the type of people who can do it etfe~uvcly 
and thev arc more expert in that type ot du ty. 
I am s;,·ing this in all seriousness, and l . wdl 
··ommcnd it to the kind consideration of the 
Government to discuss the matter fully with the 
Police .\uthorities, and sec whether the type of 
duties for female police cannot be altered, 111 

the wav that, whate\-er they do, it would be 
more s;,ited to their temperament ;~nd t~ the 
grace with wh ich we associat.: women . [ hat 
is my first observation. 

The second observation 1 ha,·c is in connec
tion with the uni fo rm that they now wear. 
You see, after all , whether we like it or not, 
,·:miry (even they call it so) is pa~t of the 
essential attributes of a woman. !:>he must 
be able to chang<' and look more attr~ : t1 vc 
to-d:J.,. than she did ,·estcrda\· . :\o"· the t\·pe 
oi u~iiorm that we · give to. tih.:tn 1;:; . :.l~ tU J. ~ i y 
destroying what will make the pohce duty 
attracti,·e to women. I am not suggesttng 
any particular type of uniform now, but. 1 
know that what you have now is not attract1,·e 
enough to a good many of them. 

An hon. Member : :K ylon dress. 

Chief Akintola : Well, maybe with some 
nylon or something of the t~· pe of nylon, 
something that allows of vancty, you can 
create greater incenti,·e to draw women .mt.o 
the Police Force. I don't know. But 1t IS 
not necessary to make them film stars, though 
I think the present uniform is not g_ood e~ough, 
and if there is sufficient consultauon w1th the 

people whn know, it may he necessary to 
hrint; about a ch3nge. . 

::--.;0"·· the nc~t point l would like to ment10~ 
i:; in connection with the qucsuon of ~alar)· 
[ think that the que:;tion of the salary ot these 
Poli ~ e \\'omen requires lookmg mto and that 
cannot be done in isolation it must be taken 
t~gether with the whole of the salary struc tur~ 
gi,·cn to t;lc po!tcemen. In m~ o\\ n h~mblc 
opinion th..: salary scak for police I> not 
adequ:lt<.:, and l think, if 1 can gtve some 
cxampk, that it i:; based only on the standard 
of education- the mmunum stand:1rd of educa
tion - necess3rv on .entrance into th~ Poh ce 
Force but if thcv have the basic quahficatton, 
the b'asic educational qualification, you are 
expected to go to the Police Training College 
and spend perhaps six months, or mne months, 
as the CJSe may be. 

\\.·II it seems to me that sufncicnt 
impo

0

rt ;~nc c has not been attached to this t~pe 
of sp..:cial trai ning. \\'c only stop at say,ng 
Class !1 ~ [ iddk boys can Chtcr the Po!tce Force, 
and it is su tfi~ie nt if we give them 98 or 100 
and somethinu, because they happen to come 
up from Class

0

li. But it is not ~he Class 11 boys 
who enter the Police Force, 1t 1s t.he Cla.ss 11 
bo,·s who have been given spec1al trammg 
in ·the Police College, and as such 1 t~mk that 
a policeman who leaves the Poh~e .. rrammg 
College should be given the same 1111tlal salary 
that a :\Iiddle VI or what you call Semor Cam
bridge bo~· . should be given. I . thmk that 
should be the initial salary for allo t them. 

:\ow, this will be sufficient incentive to 
brin" these people into the Pohce Force. 
.-1 11 ° /wn. Jlcmber : . ....... more realistic.) 
\\'el l. whether I am earlistic or not, the 
1· · · · ·i " · t 11.lt ;r o:l t o f the \·ounger men 
i~~ ·th'c'· r~ii;e Force --those who. care to find 
out -will realise that we are losing terribly .at 
the moment, and I would like the Ch1ef 
Secretary perhaps to enlighten the House. 

\Vhen a young man enters th~ Force, he sign.s 
in the first imtance for SIX years, unul 
experienced. )io,~, fo~ the greater part of the 
first six years he 1s bemg trame.d, and at the 
conclusion of this six-vear penod, when he 
has acquired the neces;ary training, when he 
will be of greater value to the country, . he 
invariably refuses to sign for ~he sec?nd penod. 
Why does he refuse ? That 1s the trme that we 
require his services most ; he has become 
worth much more, he has gathered a lot of 
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expc: ricnce, but most of thetn lc:a,·e, having 
completed the first six years of their scn·ice. 

:Kow this requires a lot of investigation. If 
the conditions are attractive enouah if the 
conditions are good enough, mos; ;f these 
,·oung men wou! t~ike to stay, to remain in 
the Police Force during these years when 
they could be of great ad,·antage to the country 
as a whole. 

In other respects, the Police duty is , I think, 
what it ought to be, apart from the question of 
pay, and also a?art from the fact that those 
who enjoy the best conditions so far are the 
Police Constables who arc stationed in big 
centres like Lagos, and maybe Port Harcourt, 
and the other members of the Force who are 
stationed outside do not enjoy the same 
benefit . 

Housing is a big problem to a good many 
of them, and 1 think that if we want tO attract 
other people to come and contribute to what 
the regular policemen arc doing it is necessary 
for us to make the regular policemen themseh-es 
happy. If they are happy they would be 
useful material in advocating for other volun
teers to come and join the force. 

Mr S. W. Ubani-Ukoma (.\ba) : iVIr 
Speaker, I support this amendment and I 
wish to say that the experimental stage of. the 
women police institution has passed and since 
the country has found it necessary to keep the 
institution going I would remind the Federal 
Government that it is not only in Lagos that 
women police should be encouraged to exist. 
There are important ~ntres in the pro,·inces 
where their se rvices would be equally suitable, 
and I am asking in particular that places like 
Aba, where many strangers ha,·e come to 
pollute the town, it is very necessary to get 
women police to assist their men folk. The 
duties of special constables is a very courageous 
one and one that should be encouraged by the 
estate. 

After all, everybody as a member of the 
community has to do his civic duties and when 
one volunteers to do that that would help the 
regular police. I remember during the War 
years what the special constables in Aba did, 
they .assisted the regular police and everything 
was m order, so that if the womenfolk are 
encouraged to assist there will be a good check 
up on certain things that happen in the night, 
particularly things like dishonesty and immo
rality. The women are more fitted to do 

these jobs, and I am sure that such centres 
like Pqo;t Harcourt, Enugu, Calabar and Aba 
as I ha ·•~ said before should ha,·e the :J.d,·anta~c 
of the services of these people, the womenfolk. 

:Kow, I would also like to state that the 
thousands of womenfolk in the ser : icc would 
be more suitable if they could be allowed to go 
to court and assist in the ju,·enile delinquency 
sections of Police jobs because they arc more 
suited for handling children, because the men 
folk .will be more of a terror to the children, 
instead of helping them to reform they might 
act as., ... . 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun \\'est): Scare 
crows. 

Mr Ubani-Ukoma : So, in short, 
would like the institution to be extended to 
all parts of the Regions so that we might get 
the full sen· ices of these women police. 

Mr E. C. Ealey (Special i\l.:mbcr}: ~lr 
Speaker, Sir, I support this Bill and have only 
to say that if the female special constableS 
when recruit.:d are as keen, as dfcctin:, and as 
public-spirited as their brothers in the Lag-.Js 
Special ConstabuT~ry. then we shall all be very 
proud of them. 

Now, Sir, this Bill strikes out the word 
"male" from the Police Ordinance and, 
therefore, I do not think it is out of place to 
mention a recent triumph of the men of the 
)ligeria Police Force. They have won, Sir, for 
the second year in succession the East-\Vest 
Africa Shooting Cup. They defeated, among 
other teams, Ghana, Gambia, Sierra Leone, 
:\yasal?nd , :\orth~rn . Rhodesia, T 3nganyika 
and Cganda. Out ot a max.imum of 672 
marks they scored 66i marks. We· should ail 
like to take this opportunity of congratulating 
the team, Sir. 

The Minister of Research and Informa
tion (Chief Kolawole Balogun) : I think this 
matter has been fully discussed, and so, Mr 
Speaker, I beg to move, That the question 
be now put. 

Question, That t!re question be now put, put 
and agreed to. 

Question, That the Bill be ncno read a Second 
Time, put and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read a Second Time and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole House. 

House in Committee. 
Clause 1 agreed to. 
Clause 2. 
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Mr Z. B. Olokesusi (Ekiti South): i\[r 
Chairman, Sir, I want to make a few observa
tions under Sect:on 2. [n the anxiety to get 
ou r womenfolk to enrol voluntaril y as con
stables , I think the Chief Secretary· will take 
into c1nsiderat ion the age and the health of 
the pe lp le ~rolled as constables. The other 
time-without actually wanting to derogate 
from the ,·olunt.t ry services that our women
folk an! giv ing- the type of a very young gi rl 
I saw at Tinubu the other time is not a suitable 
constahle and I think that when the Chief 
Secretnry is discussing this matter with the 
Inspec tor-General of Police the standard 
to be considered for admitting our women
folk into the co nstabulary should be that that 
will actually gi,·c honour to our women who 
are matured for the kind of jobs that they are 
expec ted to do. 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun \\'est): There 
is a point, I am afraid I do not want to repeat 
myself-but I would like the advice of the 
Chief Secretary on the point. Is he sat isfied 
with the type of duties that arc now assigned 
to the women police and would he consider 
going into the question of changing it a little 
bit so that they will do more of the office work, 
at the station, work in the courts and do a bit 
of work in the juvenile police court as has been 
indicated here ? 

The Chief Secretary of the Federation 
(Sir Ralph Grey) : i\Ir. Chairman, if I could 
be sure that [ might answer that question 
without being ruled out of order, I would 
cert1inly do so. • 

Clause 2 agreed to. 

Bill to be reported. 

Mr Speaker resumed the Chair. 

Bill to be reported. 

S,•cond Reading] 

succeeded in tracking down and driving out the 
hooligans that came from where ·r think 
~[embe rs of this House know. (lntaruption) . 
rthink they arc no\\· \'ery peaceful. 

:\lr Speaker, I wish to point out at this stage 
that the Leader of the Opposition mentio ned 
that decent uni fo rm should be pro;·ided for the 
women Special Constables but I wish to point 
out, here and now, that oth.:r than in Lagos, it 
would appear that serious action is not taken to 
provide Special Constables with uniforms in 
time. [ refer especially to the case of Ikot 
Ekpene. I f women Special Constables arc 
appointed in that town and ;ire not pro,· ided 
with uniforms, I am quite sure the public will 
have much difficu lty in identifying them as such. 

During the la~t General Elections in the 
Eastern Region, Special Const~bks had no 
uniforms, the Police Officer said that thev were 
providing uni fo rms but they had khaki" shirts 
and shorts and a beret and nothing more 
so that the uniform is not complete. Th ey h:td 
blue bands with S.C. written in white and these 
were very inerfcctivc but I should t)lank the 
Electors t:•at they were able to treat them and 
regard them as Special Constables, even when 
they were not in uniform. If women Special 
Constables are appointed, they should be 
provided with uniforms straigh t away, so that 
they can be easil:: id entified by the public and 
this will make their work very effective. 

r.rr Speaker, with these few remarks , I beg to 
support. 

Chief T. T. Solaru (Ijebu East) : The Chief 
Secreta ry has acted with ,·cry great expedition 
in bringing in this Amendment ; he deserves to 
be congratulated, even :r only on this solitary 
occa::ion. Sir, I think he would add more 
laurels to his brow if he would now answer the 
question which he refu~ed to answer because i: 
was out of order. I suppo>e it would be in 
order now if he answers that '{Uestwn, wouldn't 

Question proposed, That the Bill be now read a it ? 
Third Time and passed. The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 

Mr H. 0. Akpan-Udo (Ikot Ekpene): Mr The answer is "yes", Sir. 
Speaker, Sir, I wish to take this opportunity to Question, That the Bill be now read a Third 
pay tributes to the work of Special Constables, Time, put and agreed to. 
in particular, Constables of the Eastern Region, Biil accnrdit~~ly read a third time and passed. 
during the last General Election. (Hear, hear). 
I am sure that the women Special Constables THE EDUCATION (LAGos) BILL-
when enlisted into the scene will do the same SECOND READING 
work both in the Eastern Region and elsewhere. The Minister of Social Services (The hon. 
These Special Constables are those who have Aja Nwachuku) : l\Ir Speaker, I beg to move 
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. that a Bill entitkd " .-\n Ordin~nce to amend the ha,·e a wide experience of educational work 
Law rdating ro Education ;n the Federal throughout 1\'igeria, and.would continue to be 
T erritory of Lagos, to pro;·ide for L' n;,·e rs;! l r~presented on the committee. . 
free Pr imarY Educ lt:on and the cst~blishmcnt There are three further points to wh ich I 
of an Ed u ~ :n i nn .-\ uthn r' l\· i; ; such F cdc-r:tl should like to invite attention. The fir st 
T errito r\', and for m~tters r.cLn'n~ thereto" , be conce rns the rights of school proprietors. Ir. 
read a s~co nd time . " the in te rests of Education it may be necessary 

The purpose of this Ilill is to gi•:e l e~a l effect to order the closure of schools which are 
to the principles ctppro,·ed b' th is House in inefficient; it may also be ~ecessary to remove a 
the !955 1\·h.-c l' aper on Edllcati0 n. I am proprieto r or manager. These matters are 
sure :\!embers will i{a,·c read thi s Bill carcfullv dealt with in Clauses 28, 30 and 36, but full 
and will ha,·e noti ced that all tbe pri nciples set pro,·isio n' for appeal is include_d and l think 
out in the \l 'hite Paper h;l\·e been included . :\[embers may agree that no lllJUStrce ts ltkely 

A full summary of the Bill is gi;·en in The 
Objects and Rc lsons and there i; perhaps little 
need for me to go through the Bill in detail; 
but there are one or two points of a general 
nature which I should like to mentio n at this 
stage. 

The present Ordinance :\o. l i of !952 is 
obsolete in se,·eral respects . C nder that 
Ordinance an officia l, The Chief Education 
Officer, Lagos, is not only respons ible ,·ery 
largely for educational policy and execution in 
the Federal Capital but is abo Chairman of the 
Lagos Board of Education whose functions are 
to ad,·ise on educational matters for Lagos. 

All :\!embers of this House will, I am sure , 
agree that the time has come when a respon>ible 
:VIinister ohoulc! assume full resrvJnsib ili t:cs for 
educat ion policy in Lagos, r·atner than an 
officia l. T he admini>tration of education as 
distinct from the policy will become the res
ponsib ility of the Local Education .-\uthority by 
Clause 5 of the Ilill wh ich oro ,·idcs that the 
Minister mav b;· o rcier cstjb ii sn the Lago> 
Town Council as the Local Education .-\utho
rity. This .-\uthor:"':'· will be ad,'i:;ed by a local 
education committe·e which will replace the 
present Lagos Board of Education. 

Pending the establishment of the Lagos 
To·.·: :: C _ :..:-. ~:! .!..> : ~ • ....: Lu~:.1l EJu ~o.. .. li~v n - \ ut! .utity, 
the administration of the education in Lagos 
will be carried out by the Chief Federal 
Adviser on Education who will be ad;·ioed by a 
committee composed of the persons listed in 
Clause I of the Schedule to this Bill. The 
committee as so composed will be an interim 
committee and when the Local Education 
Authoritv is established its composition will be 
modified: At that time it would be appropriate 
that the committee should be composed large ly 
of nominees of the Local Education .-\ uthoritv 
by representatives of Voluntary Agencies , who 

to be caused under these clauses to proprietors 
or managers , particularly since they provide for 
compensation if a school IS publtcly acqutred 
from · proprietors who are conductmg tt meffi
ciently. 

T he second point concerns Religious Instruc
tion. Clauses 53-60 ha;·e been very carefully 
drafted to ensure that the religious instruction 
given to -children will conform with the wishes 
of their parents. 

The third general point which has already 
been raised at this meeting of the House 
concerns children above registration age, i.e., 
children who are over six years old. Pro,·ision 
for re.,istration of such children is made in 
Clau se~ 16 (I) (b) and in Clause 22. 

T his Bill includes the principles for a new 
policv and administration of Educatio n in 
Lago.s. Changes in finance ha;·e already be_en 
provided for in the Educatror:_(Grant-m-atd) 
(.-\mendment) Regulattons , [9)1. These also 
!?:a,·e le.,al form to the principles regarding 
hnance ~pproved when this ~ouse endorsed the 
1955 \Vhite Paper on Education. 

In conclusion, I should perhaps mention 
that the Lagos Board of Education has studied 
tht: Draft Bill and has expressed agreement 
with it. 

Sir, I beg to move. 

The Minister of Transport (M. Abubakar 
Taiawa Balewa) : Sir, I beg to second. 

' Question proposed. 

Mr J. I. Izah _(Aboh): Mr Sp_eaker, Sir~ I 
rise to support thts Btl! ~nd m domg so ~ ~vrsh 
to congratulate the Mimster and the Mmtstry 
for the able way in which this Bill, providing 
free Primary Education, has been tackled. 
In the other Regions, Sir, free Primary Edu~a
tion has been inaugurated in spite of the lateness 
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of such a policy in Lagos here, we welcome the 
fact that it is now practicabk for the boys and 
gi rls of Lagos to enjoy rights which the othtr 
Regions, the \rest and the _Ltst, do now cnjo:·. 

[ think, Sir, that the prol"i si•>nS in this 
Educat ion 11ill for Lagos is abou t the best, 
compa red with those that arc al rL·:tLh· in 
existence. \\"e know that in the \\"est the 
project, though grand and magnificent , 11·as 
destrovcd b1· the haste with· 11·hich it 11·as 
tacktcJ. [n ·the East al so Sir, it was not abk 
to be " ·ell thrashed out. Bu t in the Federal 
T crritory here Si r, we arc happy that the 
Go1·crnmcnt of the Federatio n h:tS profited 
trernendous lv from the mistakes of th.: other 
Regions. ll~t when [ congratulate the :\f inis
try and welcome the impleme ntation of this 
project in Lagos he re, [ fed S ir, that there arc 
certain omissions which the Go,·ernment could 
have a1·ailcd itself of the opportunity to put 
aright. 

\\"e know that for a long ti me now there is a 
class of people, a class of responsible citizens 
of this country, who ha1·e volunteered, in 
spite of difficulties, to gi,·c up thcmse;:h·cs to 
the development of education in this country, 
and I had thought that this is an occasion 
when the Government will not only take cogni
zance of the sen· iccs of this clas> of peopk but 
alw rectit"y "hJt it .ts been wro ng for so many 
years . 

l'vlr Speaker : [ t docs appear to me that the 
hf)n . :'\ f t: lT:bl' r i ~ r:~:.d: :nc; f(! : :::rk~ of J :.;cnc :-.d 
ch:tractcr applicable to the \\"ho le count ry. 
This is only a Lagos [Jill . 

l'ilr Izah : :\ [r Speaker, Sir, I am speaking to 
this Bill and [ realise it is a Bill that will operate 
only in the Ft>;~ ra l territory of Lagos. It is 
the affair of teachers in Lagos, Sir. [ t is not a 
new matter. It is a matter which has been 
brought to the notice of the Minister and to the 
'-\[inistry that if the Government expect 
energetic and well qualified young men of this 
cou ntry to go into the teaching profession, it is 
right now that the Government must come out 
with a scheme to eliminate those causes of 
frustration 11·hich teacher:; suifer in the country. 
I refer part icularly to the service conditions.· 

I had thought that this [Jilt would contain a 
schedule in which a uniform service condition 
will be outlined, a condition which will apply 
to all voluntary agency organisations in Lagos, 
Sir. But now, Sir, we know that teachers are 

left to the whims and caprices of vanous 
school proprietors and managers. You find a 
cond it ion existing in this school and in another 
school yo u find another condition. Why 
can't the Go1·ernment come out 11·i ;h a schedule 
11·hich should accompany this [Jill outl in ing a 
so rt of general condition that would bind 
teachers as a class ? 

In the Civil Service, S ir, there is the General 
Orders, there is yo·ur Financial Instructions, 
and a lot of other instructions which make the 
whole Scn· ice one anJ unifor:n. [n the 
teaching profession, why can't the Go,·ernment 
come out with such a proposal ' 

Wh ile 11·e support thi s f3ill, Sir, we feel that 
the re has been a gra\·e omiss ion because this 
Bill pro1·ided the opportunity for amending 
all that has been wrong in the past, but the 
:\[inis try continues to treat this matter with 
contempt and frightening off people who could 
have otherwise gone into the teachi ng professio n, 
in Lagos, S ir. (Laughter). 

Mr Speaker : The inse rtion of the phrase 
"in Lagos" aga in and again docs not make 
the whole argument quite the type that you 
would use in a speech only on this Bill. I 
think the hon. l\[ember really is considering 
at the back of his mind the teaching profess ion 
throughout the country. 

. Mr Iza h : :\o, Sir, I am speaking on behalf 
of teachers in Lagos area. 

ChiefS. L . Akintola (O:<hun \\"est): Don' t 
argue with the Chair. 

Mr Izah : I am not arguing at all. To 
speak more particularly to the Bill , Sir, we 
welcome it, particularly the aspect where 
parents ha1·e been g iven an opportunity to 
decide what school their children will go to. 
That is in clause I+ of the Bill. It is a realistic 
approach and the Ministry should be congra
tulated for that approach. 

But in clauses 21 to 22 of the Bill there are 
a lot of things which I am afraid the :\Iinistry 
has not quite addressed itself to studying. 
It says there , fo r instance, S ir, that "no person 
shall order a pupil or his parents to purchase 
or cause to be purchased any article, including 
uniforms, books, equipment, for use in a 
maintained primary school". \Veil , there is 
too much emphasis on "any article". I 
wonder how that part of the Bill shall be 
implemented because, besides ru ling out the 
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ques tion of school uniforms, Sir, we know 
that school uniforms, although it is not so 
easy for some parents td'" pro1·idc them, 
lend something attracti1·e to' school children 
and I feel that the :\Ii nistry co uld ha1·e mad..: 
that point optional, that any parent who could 
afford to provide a school uniform for his 
boy or girl would be given the opportunity 
to do so. 

And it says too that maintained primary 
schools should not appeal for or permit an 
appea l to pupi ls for subscriptions . I realise 
that the project is free and the Go1·eramcnt 
provides the necessary funds for e1·e rything. 
But I feel once again that the wording of this 
part of the Bill is too hard to be pr::tcticab le. 
It says-"primary schools shall not appeal or 
permit an appeal to pupils fo r subscriptions" : 
\\"ell, we who arc in the profess ion know that 
occasions have occurred when, not beggars 
as such , Sir, but people suffering from some 
disability came into t he school and the class 
teacher allowed the pupils to offer something 
they can afford to such a beggar, not necessaril y 
a professio nal beggar, Sir. But in th~. way I 
understand this part of the Bill, Sir, it seems 
it precludes such voluntary dash to nrious 
persons. 

And it says, Sir-":\o person shall offer 
for sale or ·pe rmit the sale of any article .... " 
.-\gain, wdl , probably that part of the [Jill 
is drafted to s11·eep olf booksellers am! ~~C! n:lg,, rs 
who put up hookohops within the premises 
but I think again that aspect of the Biil could 

.,. have been madt: more specific than it stands 
now, Sir. 

On the whole, Sir, I think it is a Bill which 
wilt commend itself to this House if only the 
Ministry will take note of the points I have 
made about the conditions of service for the 
people who will make or unmake this BilL 

We can all say "aye" and pass it, but there is 
a ~trong body outside only through whose 
co-operation we can have this Bill fully imple
mented. 

i.'vlr Speaker, Sir, before I finally resume my 
seat there is a question which I would like 
the Ministrv to consider. That is the question 
of pension ; ights for teachers in Lagos Schools. 
\ \ie know, Sir, that teachers ha1·e now been 
recognised as pensionable persons, that is, 
after they ha1·e attained a certain age the;: 
will be eligible for a pension, but even with 

this otTer, Sir, teachers in Lagos sti ll feel 
the re is some discrimination against them in 
that offer. Th is i:< in regard to the pension 
constant gi1·en to reachers. ! n the Ci ,·il 
Service it is I fT20 but in the teachi ng pro
fess ion it is I <:160. \\"d l. 11·e though t that 
the :\[ inis try , once it had gone all out on such 
a project to maintain ail primarv schools, 
had decided to brid(!e the gap and do away 
wi th al l th e di sc riminat ions within the teaching 
profess ion. 

This is a serious point ,·,-hich [ wish the 
:\linis t n· w•] ulJ con:<idc r becai1sc our voung 
men ar~ not prepared to scn·c in :iny Depart·· 
ment , o r unJer an:· org3ni sation where they 
might in their old age rL'ali sc they ha,·e made 
a mistake in thei r chr>ice of a profess ion. 
Lagos teachers cannot sec 11·h ,· if the Ci1·il 
Service can h:t \·c un: ~·. , r :n cn nditinns of :;en·ice, 
thev cannot also h:l\ c them. not ri nh· in thei r 
initial basic pa1· but c1·cn in the trea tment 
thev rece i1·e whilst gi1·ing mo;t of their life 
to ihis profession. They want a pension the 
same as their fdlm1· counterparts receive m 
the Ci1·il Service. -

This is a nat ionalistic Go,·ernment, Sir, 
and it is a Go,·e rn rr.ent of ou r · own people 
and when we put these ,-icws and grievances 
to it it shou ld tackle them fairlv, for it should 
knm:- what kecos our vou n" n1cn from g0in; 
into a different 'profe:<:<;on 3~d changing abou t 
fr0in one L t.:p:utr:H.:n t tu .ln ·,t :h: :- . ·r hi .5 sta ~ -.: 
of alfairs in the teache rs ' ca s ~ must be looked 
into :mel put right. 

Sir, with these few observations, [ support. 

Mr P. H. Okolo (Onitsha): :\Ir Speaker, 
Sir, I welcom.: this Bill and I han: just a few 
comments to make. lt appears to me Sir, 
that there is a very important omission in this 
Bill. I wish to associate myself with what the 
last speaker has said, and I would like to 
refer to the question of scr~·ice conJitions for 
teacP.ers. We expected the Lagos Education 
Ordinance to give the lead to the Ordinance 
and Education laws for the Regions, but I 
feel that this is short of the provisions made in 
a!! other Regions. In the \Vestern Region, 
for example, Section 65 of the Education 
Law reads : "65 (1) There shall be established 
a terms of service Committee which sha!l 
advise the Minister on the remuneration, 
:erms and conditions of scn·icc of teachers 
who are employed in public institut ions and 
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of all p~rsons who are otherwise employed in the :\Iinistcr will not wait unti l a substanti\'c 
the se:-qce of public education in the Region . . " :\lotion is brought to this House on thi s 

~ow; our Fede~ Education Ordinance is 
s ilent on this. The·re is on lY a casual mention 
of it in section 61 where· it says : "61 (r) 
The Gm·ernor-General mav bv reaulation 
prescribe or pro,·ide for the s~ lari~s . all~wanccs 
and conditions of se rYice of teach as .... " 
But, Sir, thi s appears under the Regulations, 
not under the Ordinance so th:ll it is difficult 
to know from what section of the Ordinance 
the :\Iinister is making up these Regulatio ns. 

The question of terms and conditions of 
service for teachers should appear in the main 
Ordinance as it does in th t· \\'est. It' ,·ou 
take the English Education .-\ ct of I <i++. 
Section 39 ( 1) reads : ''The ;\linister shall 
secure that for the purpose of consiJering the 
remuneration of teachers there 'ha ll be one or 
more committees appro,·ed b\' him consistin" 
of perso ns appointed by bodies representin~ 
local educatio n authorities and teachers res':.. 
pecti,·ely, and it ' hall be the durv of anv such 
committee to submit to the :\Iinister "h~ne,·er 
they think fit or whenever the ·~ ma\' be required 
by him so to do. . . " • · 

Sir, th is is a pro\'ision made in ·the English 
Education Act in the main Ordinance, not in 
the Regulations, because I say Re<>ubt ions an: 
made from the O rdinance , but 

0

therc is no 
Ordinance empowering the F cderal Go,·ern
ment to pro\'idc for terms and conditions of 
ser\'ice fo r teachers. \\'e know how much 
teachers here haYe been sufferin" and how 
they ha\·e been scared away, as th/last speake r 
has said, Sir, it is because they do not find 
su~cient inc~ntive to go into the teaching pro
fesswn. I t ts the terms and conditions of 
ser\'ice that determines their salaries allow
ances, pensions, and so forth, and th~y must 
be made attractive enough to get our young 
men into this profession. • 

~ir,_ that is why I say this is a very important 
omtsston on the part of our Minister. This 
matter should not be relegated to the back
g:round by bringing it in only under the Regu la
tiOns and not under the Ordinance. 

subject, before he re,· iscs this. 

i.\Ir Speaka, Sir, these are all the point:; I 
wanted to ra ise. I beg to support . 

M. Maitama Sule (Kano City): :\I r 
Speaker, S ir, it is true, Si r, that education 
has . been rcgiomlised but \\·e cannot help 
teehng that the Federal GO\·ernment will 
certainly do very wdl if it does any thing to
wards education for the good of the r cdc ral 
T erritory, because all the other Regional 
Go,·ernments wi ll copy them . It is for that 
matter, therefore, that we are askin" the 
F edera l Go,·ernmcnt to do e,·eryth ing p;ss ible 
tn order that they m;ty make this free primary 
educat io n in Lagos so ;lltracti,·e tha t the 
Regional Go,·crnments will copy them. 

One cannot hdp fccli11g, Sir, that with the 
introduction of the free primary education in 
Lagos it is necessary that teachers must come 
into the show anJ 'the service conditions for 
them must be considered. \\'e have alwavs 
said on the floor of this House that if ,~·e 
really ,\-ant education, or anything concerning 
education to be implemented, it is absolutely 
neccssar\' to make the scn·icc conditions fo'r 
~eachers ·such as will attract our young men 
mto the p rofession. If, therefore, Sir, we 
woulJ like this free primary education for 
Lagos to be a bless ing and not a curse, it is 
necessary right from now that we make the 
sen·icc conditions for the teachers in Lagos 
such as will satisfy them. 

l am ar·raiJ that there has been ,·cry little 
done in this new Bill to show that the service 
conditions for the teachers in Lagos will be 
considered, and as such, Sir, I regret to say 
that this will scare away our young men from 
the !<:aching profession, and discourage others 
from entering into it . 

.\~other thi1~;; IS this. \\'here,·er free 
primary education is introduced, you find that 
there arc so many chi ldren that will be stream
ing to the Education Department in order 
to get admission to the junior primary schools 
and as such, therefore, there wil l be more 
need in fact than there has normally been for 

The same thing would appear on the question more schools. It has come to our notice 
of Teach<:rs' Counci l~. Sir, all the Regions quite recently, Sir, that there are so many 
have provtded Counc1ls to deal with specific children that have not been able to go to 
cases for teachers, but no provision has been school (\) because they are above age and (2) 
made in this Ordinance. I hope therefore because perhaps there are not enough schools. 
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I th~rdorc ask the federal Government in that Paper which was appro\'eJ by this House. 
respec t to try to sec that they build as many In that White Paper there is on ly one unique 
schools as possib le so that those childre n feature and that is the arrangement to constitute 
whose age is abo,·c that of going to school can the La"os Town Council as the Local Educat ion 
be accommodated elsewhere. This is neccs- :\u tho~ity. T o me, it is nothing strange. I t is 
sa r\· so that we mav not do away with the good inescapable. Why ? Bec1ij;;e · Lagos. Town 
pr~ducts that might ha,·c been useful as Council is go ing to bear not an inconstderable 
future citizens and leaders of ::\igeria. portion of the runni ng costs -of primary 

::\o\':, Sir, with this I would like to g".} education in Lagos. 

furtha. If \\'C arc producing more schools The Minister sa\'S that he will be respo nsible 
in the country. junior pr ima ry schools·, it is for the policy of education in . L1gos and that 
necessary also that we ge t more higher schools admin istration also would be h1s responstbtltty. 
in o rder to match with the products that "tll That may be right as far as it goes. But if the 
be lc;n·ing the junior primary schools and Federal Go,·ernment is not going to be solely 
entering highe r schools. I f, therefore, we respo nsible for costs , at least the recu rrent costs, 
want thi s junior primary education to be a of education in L agos, it is only ri~ht that the 
bk>s i n ~. as I sJid earlier, we must also ha,•e as other people who are going to share in the 
many higher schools as possible. In all btg running costs should be closely assoctated ~v~th 
towns. I h;l\·c realised-and Lagos ts not an the policy-making and also mth the admmls
exception to that rule-there is a tendency for tration of education in Lagos. I satd the cost 
the education authorities (I am not speakmg of primary educat ion in Lagos (and when I say 
from experience, :'llr Speaker) for t_he sons of cost I mean the recurrent cost) is go ing to be 
the well-to-do parents to get admtss1on lca\'lng borne jointly by the Federal Government _and 
the sons of the poorer parents behind, e,·en the Lagos T own Counci l, and therefore It IS 
though they may be intelligent. I am asking nothing st range that the :Vliniste r is shedding 
the :\linistcr to take this into consideratwn so some of his responsibility to the Local Educa
that when chi ldren arc going to higher schools tion A~thority whene,·er it is formed. 
they may be considered on merit and not on 
the question of their well-to-do parents. 

In Lagos here, I ha\'e been really disappoint
ed to see that there has been ,·e ry little encour
agement forthcoming for the sons of the 
Hausas that have been li\'ing in this country 
for quite a long time. I agree part of the fault 
is theirs. :'\t the same time the Educanon 
Authorities or the i.\Iinistcr himself should fold 
his sleeves and try to ge t these people to ha,·e 
a school or to go to school. These H ausas 
arc part anJ pared of the people of Lagos and 
as such, they must be equally considere~ as 
other people Ji ving in Lagos. I would certamly 
like to see Hausas being encouraged and sent 
to school. If you find you cannot send them 
to the same school (and I would like them to 
go to the same school) please build them a 
separate school ; but I would prefer to see 
them going to the same school. That ts 
what I am after. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr L. J. Dosunmu (Lagos East): Mr 
Speaker, in making his speech ~n the Second 
Reading of this Bill the hon. ~ltmster satd he 
was not doing anything new; . he _ was mer~ly 
putting into legal form the pohcy m h1s Whne 

First, Mr Speaker, when I carefully look into 
the Bill I am not ,·en· well assured o t the future 
of the L0cal Education .-\uthorit\·. Cnder 
section+ (2) of this new Bill, before the forma
t ion of the Local Education Autho rity it is 
possible that all the functions of the L ocal 
Education .-\uthoritv can be w -rc:sed b\· the 
Chief Federal Ad,-i;e r on Education . That is 
before the formation of the local education 
authority itself. Under that section, Sir, it is 
possible that as long as the local educatiOn 
authority is not established in Lagos, all the 
functions that are ultimately to be transferred to 
the local education authoritv would continue to 
be exercised bv the Chief 'Federal .-\.d,·iser on 
Education. · 

·when I recall that it is some time now 
that arrangements have been going on between 
the Lagos Town Council and the Ministry to 
create the Lagos Town Co;mci_l ~s local educ~
tion authority, I do not thmk tt ts too much tf 
I confess my worry that by further delay ing the 
constitution of Lagos Town Counctl as the local 
education authority, the Chief Federal Advise r 
on Education will be usurping in the meantime 
all the functions of the local education authority. 

(il3) 
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.\ [r Speaker, Sir, under the sam~ sub- arrangements should hai"C been embodied 
sectio n-subsect ion (3)-the .\I inister appears in the law that we are now debat ing. I t is of 
t'? do some th i n~ that is c1· ~ n more d istressing. such fundamental im port:mcc that it is not 
L nde r the subsection, Sir, it is Yery possibl~ someth ing to be don~ behind th is House. 
for the .\Ii niste r to wh ittle down completely all 
the powers of the local education authoritl· 
cwn •. ,·hen it is fo rmed. Before the formation, 
the .\[iniste r had the power to direct that the 
Chic <. F edcr'tl :hh·iser on Education carries cut 
all the functi ons that fa ll on the local education 
au thorit1·, and c1·cn when it is formed, it is 
within his po11·cr too to transfer to the Federal 
:\. d1·iser on Eduot ion all the functi ons of the 
local education ,tu thority. 

In suppo rt of my ar~umc nt , l humbly refe r , 
Si r, to section ! IJ of the Ordinance of the 
proposed schcm~ where the .\liniste r specifi
cally maJe pro,·isi<m for the default of the local 
education authority. There is nothing wron~ 
under secti un ltl (2) and it is mv humble 
submission that with !0 (2) it is abso lu tely 
unnecessary to m,tke . pro1·ision for + (3 ). 
C la use + (3) , Sir, is a blank cheque, and with 
your pem1ission r read: " :\"olwithstanding the 
establishment of a Local Education .-\uthorit,·, 
the .\[inistcr r:u1· from time to t ime if ht: thinks 
fit by orde r p ro ,:id~ for continued 1·esting in the 
Chief Federal .\ d1·ise r on Educatinn , of such of 
the functio ns of th e .-\ uthority as he may specify 
tn such order." \ \'ith that, S ir, it is mv humble 
submission that th ~ local educa tion 'authorit\' 
r:-1.1~• h .. · :;:d'! ·::-,:d ~n :1 :"unc:ior:l t:ss body. · 

I would again refer to subsection (2) of 
section 10, with which nobody will quarrel. 
\\'here th e .\[inistcr is satisfied that th e loc3l 
educ3tinn autho ri t\' has defaulted in the 
functions assigned ' to it under section r-, 
surely nobody will qua rrel with the Ministe r 
using all his po11·ers. As I said at the beginning 
of my speech, we may be doing a new thing 
u ) ..:onsmuung the Lagos Town Council a.; 

the Local Education Authority but it should 
ha,·e all the powers of a local education authority. 
It is not impossible for you to whittle down its 
powers. I submit that it is not very reassuring. 

T owards the end of the hon. Minister's 
speech he said that arrangements have been 
made under the Regulations as to the method 
of pa}ment of grants in aid. I think decisions 
have also been reached between the Ministry 
anrl the Lagos Town Council as to what would 
De tne sha re of the Lagos Town Council in the 
running cost of primary education in Lagos. 
I should ha1·e thought th~t ~ · ! <: h. fi~~n-:;~f 

In the Regulat ions it_... therein pro1·ided 
that the Lagns T o11·n Council would be 
cont ributing no stated amount. But whe n 
the Local Education .-\uthoritv is constitu ted 
it will be paying towards the 'cost of running 
Education in Lagos not less than thirty per 
cent. 

.\I r Speaker, I think I can claim to speak 
fo r the Lagos Town Council here that that is 
not the decision reached between the .\[inistrv 
and the Lagos Tnwn Council. The Lago~ 
T own Counci l, ll"h ich will be known as the 
Local Education :\ uthority, 11·ill be contributing 
towards the cost of pr iman· education not ks~ 
than thirty per cent. I think a definite sum 
was reached and we ought to make pro1·is ion 
in the Law so as not to lca,·e room for dirfi
culties in the future. T hat is why I submitted 
earl ier that it would ha1·e been ·better if the 
figures reached between the .\l inistry and the 
Lagos Town Council had been embodied in 
the main law rather than the Department of 
Education going behind by a Regulation to 
make law abo,·e the Lagos T own Council. 

In the course of my speech some time las t 
week o1·cr primary educat ion in Lagos I nude 
a point that the .\ Iiniste r is spending huge 
sums of money o1·er school buildings . One just 
has to read t·hrough the rcpo• .; n Educational 
Development in Lagos to appreciate the 
point. It is very easy to rely on statements 
from Consulting Architec ts. They condemn 
this and condemn that and ask you to put up 
bui ldings that are of quite unorthodox des ign. 
I r::akc no apology fo r making the statement 
that for primary school-going children it is 
absolutely a waste of money to erect the type of 
buildings you have around now. What is the 
necessity of providing lounges, toilet rooms, 
cloakrooms, things we would expect in second
ary schools or Universities provided for primary 
school children. After all, the main purpose 
of free primary education is not to turn out 
lawyers and doctors. The main purpose of 
primary education is to give basic education 
and that is why you make it uni versa! and 
free . It may not be poss ible for everybody 
to receive post primary education: that is what 
!~ !s -:-~s:: :-. ~::1 ! fc:- :~~ ~ ::: =: . :. E:::~~: : cf ::::·:-
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Information to apprcci:tt~. that primary cduc:t
tion... is to ensure that cYerybody is literate. 
That• is the essence of it . Therefore it is 
shee r waste of monev to set about crectin!! the 
so rt of bu ildings ~~ -~ ha,·e in Lagos no11· tiw 
go under the name of primary ~ducation schoo l 
bui ldi ngs. 

One cannot understand this Education Bill 
unless one reads it conjoint ly with the rcpnrt 
of Educational Dc,·elopmcnt in La~os . There 
seems to be a lot of money wasted fo r school 
buildings rather :han pro1·iding educat io n fo r 
all in Lagns . 

I make thi s point aga in tlut :t lot of pupils a r<! 
left out under this scheme. There is no duu b t 
that that is adm it ted in the Report that has been 
published, and I hu01bly cr,m.: th~ indulgence 
of the Speake r to read page [ I) o! tlus Re po rt 
wherein the :\[ in:ster hi mself admits that 
particu!Jr h:!rds hip will be felt b;· children born 
in !950 and thcrcr.o rc abo1·e regtsterabk age 111 

1956. \\· h,· should somebody born in l 'J3ll 
not bt: ab le· to enter fo r free primary cduc:ttion 
under the scheme ? Il ccausc you haYc -~hort 
sightedly ti.x~d the age at ti.1·e. :\!though in 
fa irness to the .\Ii nister, he says snmcthmg wtll 
have to be dont: to remedy the situ:nion. 
(fnlerrupli'ill ). 

Mr Speaker : There is too much interrup
tion going on. 

l\lr Dosunmu : ·r ih.: .\ l i n i s t~.:r hin::)e:r· ~1~ :·'-.:-.: s 
that a lot of pupils are left out under the scheme 
because he has lixed the age so low. .-\ s I told 
, -0 0 ,-olu nu n· :\ n~ncic ::; in L:tgns ( !A not admit 
pup,ils until the~':' arc six. If you tix primary 
course to begin at fi,·e it only means you arc 
ruling out a lot of chi ldren between five and stx. 
The :\Ii niste r himself has sard somethmg wtll 
ha1·e to be done about it but it is quite some time 
now that this scheme has been s tarted and all 
these boys haYe still not been provided for. 

After saying so much aga inst the Mi n!ster I 
cannot help but say that any s~heme of umversal 
primary education anywh~re 111 the ~-·~ rld ts not 
an easy thing ; although 111 La~os tt rs belated 
vet it has come to the people. ::io to that extent 
'r must congratulate the 1\oii.nister; also I 
congratulate him in the manner .m whtch he and 
his officials have introduced It because they 
seem to carrv the people of Lagos with them in 
planning th~ scheme. But, if l . may say so, 
Sir, money is going to be '.vas ted_ tn putttng up 
th .... ~r:- ~ ~ h ,..." l h11ildin~" :1nrl tn nny1n[' cnn~ult t nrr 

architec t> this sum IJ f mnnc1· <irnph· . to desi':: n 
elementary schools : that is a shee r waste of 
money. 

:\I r Spe:lkcr, Sir, after :'a;·ing ~~~ i ;H h.: h l.
(.~n hrm . .\!ember : Say notlung ' )- support tne 
second reading of the Bil l. 

The Minis ter of Researc h and Informa
tion (Chid Knbwolc Il.tl o ~u n ) : [ wi sh to 
contribute a bit to the D eb.ttc on thi ,; Bil l. 

l thi!!k , Sir , that there a re ; ome ma tters on 
which m.: should ha1·c absolute agreement in 
this country , particularly on matters touch in;; 
upon the capital of this country. I thi nk that, 
it' the hon . :\[ember for l.a~ns had st ,trtcd hts 
,;pc~ch in the \\'a;- he en ded it . probah ly_ thee 
11·ould be more logic in what has been ;,ud. 

I t it ink the ques tion of ; chon! bu ildi ngs :md 
the natur~ of houses to be bui lt fo r the coming 
aencr:ttion is a matter 11·hich cannot be played 
~~ · ith li ~htly. People in th is coum ry. p~rticu 
brh· in Lagos here , are comtng out •Jt mud 
ho~ses and they are go ing into modern houses 
and it is expected that we shnuld go and build 
dilapideitcll \,·ails for the children of :\"_ige ria ! 
I want to sav this, Sir: that nobody wtth an y 
sense of dec~ncy and a feeli ng of scn·ice to his 
countrv will support a scheme of tha t nature ; 
ll'hat i; more, it seems to me that it is 1·cry easy 
to pl.:y plllitics . T he ho:1. ~: :~..: b~ t ;; pe:1kcr i:; a 
:\Icmber ') f La!!OS T own Lounc tl .m,l kno11·; 
n.:rv \\'d~ that wht.:n b u dJii~gs .l rt.: bt.:i n'4 pu t up 
in Lagos there arc ccruin specifications .. . .. . 

Chi e fS. L. Akinto la (Usilll n \\"es t} : Pnint 
of ord.:r, Sir. I just ll"a ltt to explain that l live 
in a mud house and in Otaivcgbaju and Ogbo
mosho we !i1·e in mud houses ::ncl we do no t 
die. (Laughter). 

The Minister of Research and Informa
tion : :.\Ir Speaker, Sir , I say that we want to 
moYe out of mud houses e1nd go into modern 
houses. (Applause). i\ Iud houses, built in 
the \ Vestern Region for so-called primary 
education, are all falling down now and we do 
not propose to waste .the money .of the F_cdera
tion as they arc wasttng money m the \Vestern 
Region. Howc,·er, that is only by the way. 

l\Ir Speaker, I want to make the point that, 
when we come to this House, we have to behave 
in a responsible manner ; there is no poin t in 
playing to the gallery on tht s. m_atter .. There 
i ~ nobody who can put up bUIIdmgs 111 L~gos 
withnllt ha,·in!! to complv wtth the regulattons 
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la id do11"n by the L3gos T own Council and, the free pr imJry education has already come 
... when you arc go ing to build places where the into operation, and to-day the law und.::r which 
· ·children of Lagos arc ;;-o ing to :ntend their this school is opc r:ned, Ius j c:st been prcsentcd 

classes , then vou must know th:lt you arc before this House for appro1·al. 
dealin!! with th~ 11·dfarc and safe t1· of th.c fllttlr" \\" 11 b d ·d h 1 

~ ' c , some o y sat a s on whi c aE;O that 
generation of this country. The.snoner people some scheme was rushed. If this one was not 
stop playing politics with this question of rushed, I don't know what w:ts, but the point 
buildings in Lagos the better. is that our Go1·ernment, al11·ays sleep all the 

Another point is th:lt the onlv reason whv [ time, forgetting what they shou ld do and 
gu t up to speak on this matter ;; that [ want· all 11·hen thev should do it, and this is wh v I 
:\Iembcrs of this House to take pride in ::1e expect thi~ la11· has come out so Lnc: . \"o11·, ·the 
nature of the edifice which they 3re putting up point here, is th is , that the points already 
for the future. Despite the heckling of the made by hon. :\Icmbcrs in rega rd to the free 
Lead.::r of the Opposition, I still sa1· that wh:lt is primary education scheme, 3re points which 
being done in L.tgos is a clear example and a arc pecul iar to this scheme in Lagos. We 
clear lead b1· the Go1-crnment to the Part•: of h:tn.' h:td similar schemes in other parts of the 
which he is DeP,uty Leac!cr. · country. The scheme in the Eastern Region, 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I want to 11·ind up by s:tying and the scheme in the \\'e;tern Re~ion, ha,·c 
that th ts Gol'crnment and the \!em ber; of this not suffered from the s:tme type of extra1·agance 
House take pride in the type of building llhich wh ich the Lagos Scheme has sutfered from . 
has been put up and future ge nerations \\"(II .-\ :\!ember of thc Council of \linistcrs has 
bless the present :\Iinistcr of Soci:d Sef\·iccs for attempted to dissent from the position, but 
the type of building which has been put up. 11·hat he should remember is th is, that \"ige ria 

Sillin.r; suspenJed. is nu t Britain; \"ignia is not the l'nitcd 
Sitting remmed. States of America. \\'ha t 11·..: are yearning 

M. ""'uhu Bamalli (Central Zaria) : :\l r 
Speaker, Sir, I ri se to join in "·clcom ing this 
Bdl. I also JOin nw hon. frie nd . \ Ltlbrn 
:\-laitama Sule. in appe:tling to the :\lini stc r to 
st:c to it r:1:1t \- t) rt lte :- nc r.:> :- csi~. ~ c :lt in L . .I~IJ ::> .1 :-c 
~ot handicapped in gett ing their children to 
~~.tt-.; O::L :: r;;_-. ~~; . T ~: .t ~. Si:-, ",\i ll t,!\" Cil be: ! :1 

conformity with section 53 of this Bill. 

Sir, there is only one section of this Bill 
which makes me pause to \\·onder. Th3t is 
sec tion +5 , where the Go,·crnmcnt docs not 
deem to take it upon itself to look after the 
religious instruction in assisted vo luntarv 
agency schools. Ilut the religious instr uctioi1 
is one of the most important ingredients that 
go to make a good citizen and an educ3ted man. 
If we are lax in religious teaching, we are soon 
going to turn out from our schools boys and 
gi rls with bookish knowledge, but hopelesslv 
lacking in the supreme knowledge, and th~t 
is the knowledge of God. 

I therefore believe it is the duty of a good 
Government, like ours, not to neglect the 
religious upbringing of the children of the 
nation. ~ir . r be:; to su pport. 

!'vir A. Rosiji (Egba East) : Mr Speaker, it is 
not su rpri :; in!! that thi s Go,·c rn ment !us. :1s 
usual, placed ·the cart before the horse. \"ow, 

for to-day is education. not lu xur l'. and if the 
money which has been spent on these schoo ls 
\\·ere uti li sed for some other purposes, they 
wou ld ha1·e been of much !! reciter benefit 
to this com cnunin· th:lll thi s expensi1·e schoo l 
~t .(l,ltJO per clas,; rrJ<Jrn, which has been 
built here. 

T ;1 e schoo ls Jr..: !o~. ·eh· t1> [uok :tt. there is 
no dr>ubt ab<JUt it. but t!{c v :t re :1 luxmv \l'hich 
in the circu mstances of \" ig~ria to-dav we cannot 
atford. In the same wav as the. ;\Iinisters ' 
quarters which ha,·e been' .!.'u!lt, or which are 
being built, contrary to public opinion in this 
country, are a lux ury which this country 
canno t afford. ( fn~o·rrjtptivn ) 

Mr Speaker : Order. Enou.,.h time is 
being \l·asted already by interrupt ions. \Ve 

· must not ha ,·e it. 

Mr Rosiji : I thank you, Sir. Now, I 
said before, and I think many people have said 
?efore me, that free primary education scheme 
~s on~ of the best things which you can have 
~n th1s country today. The time is ripe for 
1t, and I ~_glad to see that we are all working 
towards 1t m the whole of the Federation. · 
But this is the time, if l ma\· sav ;u when the 
Government should start · pla~ning actively 
fc_) r the pro\·i si,Jn of post -prii:u ry sl:huols 
for the school-leavers who are now being 

(716) 

lfo11se of Representatives D ebates 

\ 385 [The Education (Lagos) B ill] 25 :\L\RCH 1957 [Second Reading] 1386 

trained in the free primary schools. If the in the ed Lication of a child, we should not 
plan is not made now-time goes fast, you allow people to blind us to the proper p~por
knoll·-we shall find that these children come tions of the things that make for a good etiuca
out of school and thev reach a dead end. At tion. I do not intend to expand on this more 
the momeilt up to a thousand or more pupils th---11·hat .I have said, but what I _amaski~g 
sit to the entrance examination of King's for is that a proper balance be mamtamed m 
College here, and I do not think that more our schools with regard to religion. 
than forty are ever admitted at any time. That 
is a deplorable situation and the situation is 
goin.,. to be made worse if something is not 
done

0 

now by the in troduction, which is a 
good th ing, of this free primary educat ion. 

It is not only secondary grammar school 
that we want to plan for right now. \Ve 
want to have more and more ,·ocational schools 
for these school-lea,·ers . \\"e cannot all be 
doctors and lawvers. \Ve are not all gifted 
in that direction: but those 11·ho are not gifted 
in that direction are gifted in other directions 
in 11·hich those who are gifted to be lawyers 
and doctors are not gifted, and therefore there 
must be opportunity pro\·ided for e,·erybody, 
those who can usc their hands should ha,·e 
plenty of technical schools 11·here they can go 
to after ha\·ing completed their primary schools. 

Now, i\Ir Speaker, I find as is usual in this 
Bill provisions regulating the opening of schools 
and the closing of schools. They are usual 
pro\·isions, but it has tended to wo~k against 
the interests of the communtty qutte often . 
The in terp retation of the ]3\,., especially with 
regard to the opening of schools, is always 
too rigid ly made. I would not say that the 
conditions which have been latd down here 
are too rigid-it is the way in which the con~i
tions are interpreted and are operated qutte 
often without any human touch or sympathy 
and without regard for the feelings of the people 
who are in,·olved in these schools. I would 
like to ask that in operating these clauses-I 
think thev are clauses 2+, 2R and 30, in operating 
them the Minister should have in mind that 
schools are an esential thing to our community 
and it is better for him to err on the side of 
allowing schools to be opened rather than 
on the other side of not allowing schools to 
be opened. 

Now it has been mentioned sometimes 
during 'this debate that _the school children 
who go to these schools Wlll ha,·e the op~o.rtu
nity of making a free chorce of rehgtous 
education. This is very important , but I 
would like to say that religion being one of 
the primary things which one should expect 

\"ow there are a lot of things, matters of 
detail which one can criticise in this Bill, 
but I' would like to ask the hon. the :\linisrer 
of Social Services if he at any time consulted 
the \"i.,.erian C nion of Teachers before this 
Bill wa~ brou.,.ht. This tvpe of Bill is not one 
which we in °this House: or the :\Iinister, or 
his Permanent Secretary in their offices, can 
just draft without conwltatio n with the people 
who are actually operattng, and 11·ho are gomg 
to operate these schools which are going to be 
established bv the Ordinance. :\I 1· infom1ar:on 
is that the \'igerian C nion of T cachers has 
not been consulted on this matter, and 11·hen 
we come to the Committee Stage I have no 
doubt that there will be \·cry many proposed 
amendments, and there wi ll be quite a lot of 
the time of this House spent in debating these 
amendments , things which might have been 
put right if the matter had been taken before 
the :\".U.T. for their views before the law was 
brought to this House. 

I would like to have a statement from the 
hon. the: Minister about this point, if he has 
consulted the \"igc rian Cn ion of Teachecs, 
then r \\'i ll know that that c nion has not d0ne 
its d~v as far as this Bill is concerned, and if 
he has· not done so, then we would have to ask 
him to go back and consult that body before 
he brings this for us for further consideration. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr T. 0. S. Benson (Lagos West): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, in this Bill. there is provis_ion f?r 
the Chief Federal Advtser on EducatiOn, m 
Clause + (2), it is stated : "Pending the esta
blishment of a Local Education Authority the 
functions of such Authority shall be exercised 
by the Chief Federal Adviser on Education." 

Now, in Clause 5 the Lagos Town Council 
will be the Local Education Authority and in 
Clause 10 (2) there is sufficient weapon in the 
hands of the Minister to supervise whate,·er 
duties they are doing under Clause _ 5. That 
being the case, Sir, I am of the op11110n that 
Clause 4, sub-clause 3, should be d eleted and 
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the Chief Federal Acl\·iser and some other \i"estcrn Region, some of them are so obsolete 
members under Clause 8 should b.:: mcnibcrs now that if you go there you will sec mosq>eitocs, 
of the Local Education .-\ utho rity. in shorts, snakes, frogs and lizards dcli1c ing 

.-\!so, Sir, under the Schedule to Clause 8 the Kusimilaya. (Laughter). That \\·as the 
there ar~ a number of people there who should a~·.c t that lVIr Speaker missed on Friday. 
be on the Local Education Authoritv under If one is allowed to use Latin in this House, 
Clause +. What I think shou ld ha;·e been there is no reason why we cannot usc our own 
done, is that in Cbusc 5 the Chief Federal Yoruba idioms. 
~\ d,·iser on Education and some of the peop le 
in Clause 8 as provided in the Schedule, .-\s for c\Ir Rosiji I think h<! is the enemy, 
should · be :\!embers of the Local Education of the children going to school in Lagos, 

otherwise he wouldn't come to this House and Au thority . 
complain that the schools resumed in January 

::\o,,-, Sir, al so in paragraph 1+ (a) I am happy and we are now just introducing the Bill for 
that there is democracy in this Bill. these young children going to school. He 

In this Bill under Clause 1+ (a) parents arc does not want them to go to school. 
allowed to send children to school of their own 
rdigious denomination or faith. There is 
one danger here I have seen, Sir, in paragraph 
1+, 2 (a) "no person shall be registered as a 
person of primary school age unless his parent 
is resident in Lagos at the time of registration". 
Because this Bill is a very good Bill and in the 
best in the country, I hope, Sir, that people 
outside the Lagos capital will not become 
o\·ernight residents in Lagos, just for the 
purpose of getting their children registered. 

Sir, one Member said that Hausas are not 
given the opportunity in Lagos to attend 
schools. Sir, I would like to remind him that 
even in Lagos T own Council, there is a Hausa 
representative. I think Sir, that if that 
Gentleman is wise enough to know how to get 
into the Lagos Town Council, he will also, 
with our support, be in a position to help 
Hausas in Lagos to attend this free Primary 
Education schools. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, speaking about the Bill 
itself I ha,·e to congratulate the Minister once 
more :~ : the buildings they arc putting up in 
Lagos for the children attending these free 
Primary Education schools. It is most unfor
tunate, that the speaker was unable to attend 
the show of the Staff of the House of Represen
tatives at GlO\'er Hall last Friday, otherwise, 
he would be in a position to see what is going 
on in the Western Region. 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun West): That 
is irrelevant. 

Mr Speaker : I am the judge of that. I 
hope Mr Benson will not go beyond the 
line which I am rather afraid of his doing. 

Mr Benson : What I meant, Sir, is that in 
the schools built for these children in the 

Sir, I must congratulate the :\l inister once 
more for his speech. This Bill, Sir, is the first 
of its kind, and I am not surprised because Lagos 
is the Federal Capital. 

Sir, I beg to suppo rt. 

The Minister of Social Services (Hon. 
.-\ja :\' wachuku) : :\Ir Speaker, I shall be brief 
but to the point in my reply. A number of • 
points were made by han, :\·!embers as to 
conditions for teachers : a Joint Superintendent 
Committee is being set up to go into the 
salaries and conditions of teachers, (Inter
rltption). 

Mr Speaker : Order, order. The :\linistcr 
must be listened to in si lence. He has had a 
good deal of criticism and you must allow 
him to make his speech. .. 

The Minister of Social Services: .:\Ir 
Speaker, I would not mind because the crack
ling of thorns beneath the pot does not disturb 
me. (Laughter) . Authorised collections will 
be made, Sir, to encourage indiscriminate pay
ment but these will be made only with the 
Minister's approval. It is unwise to encourage 
indiscriminate payment of collections by 
school children. 

Pensions for teachers : these are being 
considered and, as the Parliamentary Secretary 
said here last week, the Financial Secretary's 
Office and the Ministry are working on this 
subject. 

A !\:!ember raised the question of making it 
possible for Northern children to have admis
sion into our schools in Lagos and I haye to say 
that all children, whether their parents are rich 
or poor, are all admitted if their parents regis
tered them in Lagos. 
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On the qu,·stit>n of nuking it poss ib le to h,l\·c 
more school days, I will refer the :\[embe r to 
the report on the Ocvdopm<:n t of Education in 
Lagos ; it has been sent to all the :\!embers 
and most of the :\!embers have got copies. 

Local Education .-\utho riti <:s : somebody 
said their powers wou ld be whittled down. 
Si r, the purpo,;c of Clause + we~s to ensure a 
~radua l transfer o f powe r from the Chid 
f cderal .-\ ,1\·iscr to the Loca l Education .-\utho
rit ics. The Lagos T own Council will share 
the responsibilities with the :\linister throu gh 
the Education Committee appointed under 
Clause S. 

The question of high cxpcnditu r~ was raised 
Jnd the an:i\\·cr to that is that the re,1; on for high 
expenditure i:1 sdwol buildings is in order 
to comply with the Lagos ' t own Council 
llye-Laws. 

Clause +5 provides that religious instruction 
should be carried out bv :\fission Staff and bv 
religious organisations: and Clause 45 wa's 
to preven t th= Government Inspectors from 
inspecting on this subject, because we feel that 
only those who know the subject should handle 
it. 

Primary Classes : I refer :\!embers again to 
the Report on the Educational Development in 
Lagos, section 31, paqe 7. If :\!embers read 
this Report, they will tinJ ;L:::=:..::<:nt pro,·i;ions 
have been made to sec that we hose post primary 
expansion for boys ,,·ho will leave primary 
schools, in order to make it possible for them to 
have admission into post primary schools. 

Finally, Sir, the :\'igerian L'nion of T eachers 
are represented on the Lagos Board of Educa
tion, which was consulted on two occasions. 

M. Baba Danbappa (::\orth East Central 
Kana): Mr Speaker, Sir, before I begin, this 
Bill is good but it is not the best and many 
people have congratulated the :\Iinister, which 
I think is in excess of what the Minister has 
done. There is a glaring omission of represen
tation of the Lagos community in the Bill. 
Recently in the Finance Committee there 
was a memorandum from the Education 
Department and in that memorandum, when 
we approved the expenditure, we attached a 
string to that memorandum, that a representa
tive committee of the people resident in Lagos 
will have something to say in the education of 

the pc• lp lc of Lagos. :\ot only the Yoruba; 
arc in Lagos; e\·crybody ,,·ill agree with me 
that there arc so many people and a lot of these 
p.:oplc arc t'•Jrei gncr,; and ,,.c know what they 
sutfer. .-\nd I think with the recent memo
randum that is sent to the :\Iinister, he will 
take in to con,;ideration th<! vie,,·s of the Finance 
Commit tee . This is quite rece ntly; it is not 
a year old or more. \\"hat we arc saying is 
that every comm uni ty here that stays in Lagos 
shou ld h.l ,·c a reprcsen tat i,·c of his own. 
( lnterruptium ). 

Mr Speaker : :\lore time is being spent on 
interruptions th:111 on the speech. Please 
listen in silence. :\la llam !Jaba Danbappa 
(Further intaruption) . 

It l cou!J h:1,·e seen ,,·ho it was rh:1r made 
that remark, immediately on my interruption, 
I would ha \·c rebuked him L!i recth·. I ha,·c 
asked for silence. · 

M. Baba Danbappa : :\lr Speaker, Sir, I 
know what I am saying. :\ly country people 
arc here in Lagos and so mebody mentioned 
some of the sutfcrings of their own children , 
that they an: unable to go to school. And 
what I am saying now is a fact. \\'e ha,·c got 
a lot of people here and they are residing in 
Lagos. They arc not gi,·en the opportunity 
that is due to them. If there is any representa
ti,·c of the Hau;a community here in Lagos 
:md if the,· h:l\·e .111 v trouble. 1he ,. ,,·ill consult 
that their · rcprcsentati'·" and thei r rcpresent:J
tive will go before the Education Committee 
and by their complai nts . lc i; c;uite s i mf!~ 
but pcopl<! seem no t to understand what I am 
talking. I know what I am sayi ng and I ,,·ill 
say it -,:raightforward; I won't leave it. It is 
not only the Hausas that are staying here that 
arc foreigners .... 

An hon. Member : \Vhat do you mean by 
"foreigner" ? 

M. Baba Danbappa : \\'ell, people that 
are not natives of Lagos are considered as 
foreigners here ; there are Hausa people and 
there are kubokobos and there are the Ijebus. 
(Laughter). 

Mr Speaker, I want the :\Iinister to take into 
consideration what the Finance Committee has . 
decided. I support. 

Mr J. L. Nsima (Eket): ;'I.Ir Speaker, Sir, 
I would not have liked to say something in 
this Bill but for the fact that I would like to 
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correct or:c technical error that the Opposition 
h3,·e contrnuously made, and that relates to th~ 
matter of s~ hoo l buildings. One of the princi
pal arms ot education is to supply :tn e: r•. iron
ment th.lt 1:; co nducin.: to learning an J we 
cannot as such uke our chi ldren into slums to 
teach them how to Ji,·e in slums. T he sc hoo l 
building itsdfis the beginning of supplying the 
~dcqu at.c ennronmellt. (Hear, !tear). That 
rs ~,· hy rt rs m·ccssary to bu ild good school; to 
trarn these children so th;ll when they go out 
they wrll know the usefulness of [j,·ing in gnod 
homes. \\he n we beg1n to build slu ms for 
them, \\·c expect them to go out and still grow 
slums when we expect to clea r o; lums. 
(Lau:;l:ta ) 

:\lr Speaker, [ support . 

:\1. Hassan Yola rose in his place anJ 
cL11meJ to mo,·c, That the question be now put. 

Question, T!tat t!te question be no1"' put , put 
and agreed to. 

Or(:;inal Qu,·stion put and agreed to. 

Bill '!ccnrding ly read a Second T ime and 
commit ted to a Committee of t!te Hi/tole House. 

House in Committee. 

Clause l agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

Chief J. I. G. Onyia (.-\ saba) : :\Ir Chair
man, ! took notice that in spite of certain terms 
and nomencla tures used in the main Bill the re 
were no definition s for them in the column for 
these detinitions li ke "Chief Federal .-\d,·iser 
on Education", "Chief Fede ral Land Officer". 

The Chairman : \\ 'hat the hon. :\[ember 
ought to do is to criticise what is in Cbu>e 2 
~n J nut" ir~t 1; nu t 1n it. He is criticising what 
rs not 111 Clause 2. Chief Solaru. 

Chief T. T. Solaru (Ijcbu East) : i\Ir 
Charrman, under Clause 2 we have the phrase 
"Education Committee" and then they go on to 
define it in section 8. Well, we are told that 
later on the Lagos Town Council will be 
constituted into a local education authority. 
~~t our experience in this country and outside 
tt rs that the local government bodies when they 
become local education authorities also have 
their 0\\'11 local education committee. :'\ow if 
we have this Education Committee will it not 
conflict with the word "L.E.A." \~hich is the 
general run of things in other local government 

bodies ? \\ 'ill there not be a confusion ? It 
is alright no\\·, the re is no L.E .. -\. in Lagos right 
now under the La~os Local Go,·ernment Law ; 
brrt "hen it !u p pens to be arc "·e going to bring 
111 anot her amendment or arc \\·e going to define 
" Educa tion Committee" ditfcrcntly? 

Chief S. L. Akintola (Oshun \\'est) : Mr 
Chairman, l want to inv ite the i\linister's 
attentio n to on e· defin iti on here, that is the 
definition of th<.: \\·ord " school". "School 
incl udes any assemb ly of ten or more persons 
to.r the receipt of regula r instruction in any form 
ot education". \\ 'ell, that is a li ttle bit ambi
r:uous and l wou ld like the assu rance of the 
:\linister that in cons truing this meaning the 
authomy w1ll be a little liberal. \\'ill this 
i!Kludc a koran ic school \\·here you may have 
htteen o r twenty people recei,·i ng regular 
rrrstrucl!on tro m 3 :\!aster? !r it will include 
a koranic sc hool. it "·ill work a lot of hardship 
and also a Sunday School which will be 
attended regula rly, and there will be an instruc
tor there, then: rna,· be as manv as thirtv or 
tifty, docs that bring the Sunda,· ·school wi'thin 
th <.: am bit or· this law : · 

The Minister of Social Services (The 
hon. Aja :'\wachuku): :\lay I refer the hon. 
i\Icmber, Sir, to Clause 3, which deals with 
Exemptions. 

l'vlr P. H. Okolo (Onitsha) : :\Ir Chairman, 
on the 4uestion of this Education Committee : 
it appears that the Lagos T o\\·n Council is the 
local educa tion authority, and it appears that 
a. committee will be formed within that autho
nty. 

~ The Chairman : I think I ought to intervene 
i' ccarr se the 0thcr hnn. \!ember ta lked about 
the definition of the education authority. That 
seems to refer to Clause 8 and, if you object to 
that definition in this Bill , I think you should 
do that when we reach Clause 8. · 

Clause 2 agreed to. 

Clause 3. 

~ Z. B. Olokesusi (Ekiti South) : Mr 
Chamnan, I don't know whether the Minister 
will enl ighten the House why the schools 
entirely maintained and controlled by the 
Go'·.ernment should be exempted from this 
Ordmance. Are those schools to be run on 
different forms in the Federal territory of 
Lagos, and outside the law ? • 
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Chief S. L. Akintola (Oshun \Vest): i\Ir Chief T. T. Solaru (lj ebu East): ;\Ir Chair-
Chairman, Si r, I am sorry but we want an man, there is no doubt that the :\Iinister means 
answer. I t is ,·cry important because \\·e are well. But the l-,.ct is that b,· the admiss ion of 
making a b w for the Primary Schools. As this clause, you will be i ~:erposing another 
;\Ir Olokesusi h~s said if Government schools authority between yourself, the :\linister 
will not be within this law t/ill: it not a discrimi- and the local education author ity. This is 
natory bw ? \\'e · arc imposing an obligation the first time that we arc seeing th is done, 
on some people which we are not imposing on and I think it is very unwise. Could you, 
Government schools. \\'e want an answer, out of your wide experience, tell us where in 
Sir, what is the reason for the exemption ? the world you will find a s i ng !~ indi,·idual 
L et the hon . :\l inistc r answer. interposed between the :\Iinistry and the local 

Clause 3 agreed to. education authority ? 
Clause +. Sir, there are local Go,·ernment bodies in 

IV1r Z. B. Olokesusi (Ekiti South): ;\Ir 
Chairman, Sir, I am doing no more here than 
referring to the same sub-clause 3, that the 
hon. Mr Dosunmu referred to. There is not 
time for us to file an amendment, but I think 
that as soon as possible the hon. :Yiinister 
should consider re\·iew ing the sub-clause as it is 
of no use giving local education authorities 
powers and at the same time setting up another 
committee with equal if not greater powers 
aga inst the or iginal authority. For, you see, 
you would be gi,·ing power to a local education 
authority to do something in the way in which it 
thinks it should be done, and also giving 
another power to a single individual to do 
certain things which are within the jurisdiction 
of the local education authority. 

So, Sir, I am appealing to the hon. i.V[inister 
to review this sub-clause and to bring to this 
House as early as possible an amendment to 
rectify this matter. • 

Chief J. I. G. Onyia (.-\saba) : I think it is 
pertinent here to deal with this terminology
"Local Educ::tion Authoritv"-because in 
accordance with the Lagos L~cal Government 
Law you have the same terminology, and I 
don't know whether this will not conflict with 
ci1c provisions in the Lagos Local Government 
Law. 

Sir, I would like an explanation for this. 

The Minister of Social Senrices (The 
hon. Aja i\'wachuku): Mr Chairman, I have 
explained the essence of this clause before. 
The clause is to ensure that a gradual transfer 
of power from the Chief Federal Adviser 
should take place from the local education 
authority ; as it would not be wise to give the 
local education authority carte blanche to do as 
they liked, the transfer of power should be 
gradual. 

this country who arc acting as local educat ion 
authorities for primary schools, not l' ni,·ers itics 
or Secondary schools. \\-'hat is there about 
this that even after a body has been const i t ut~d, 
the powers of this Officer will still remain and 
he stands there dangling his rod over the 
local education authority ? You either give 
him all the power, or you don't. 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun \\'est): :\lay 
I add one point. This particubr prm·ision is 
very, very important, and ! th in:-: if the inten
tion is to continue to ves t the power of a Local 
Education Authoritv in the Chief Federal 
Adviser on Educan~n, let that be said in the 
Law and be done with. If the power is 
vested in any other body, take this Chief 
Federal Adviser out of the picture completely, 
for the Ministry has got its own Permanent 
Secretary who will be conducting correspon
dence between the Local Education Authority 
and the Ministry, and still you interpose the 
Chief Federal Adviser. 

I think they are gett ing tou ;:uny. J ust as 
you notice here, the Minister is confused by 
too many advisers ro und b :-:1 t ~ lc ~~. :\.nd 
here again you want to confuse the Authority 
by overburdening him with too many officers. 
I would appeal very strongly to the :\Iinister 
to take this particular portion off. 

M. Maitama Sule (Kano l l rban Area): 
I just wish to know, Sir, through the Chair, 
whether tllis Local Education Authority is 
going to act in an advisory capacity. 

Several Hon. Members : ~o. 

M. Maitama Sule : If not, then why 
delegate certain powers of the Local Education 
Authority tci another person ? 

Question again proposed. 

The Committee divided :Ayes, 77 ; Nos, tJ. 
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Adjournment 
The L\Iiniste r ofinte rna1 Affairs (:\!r ] . :\!. 

Johnson) : :\l r Sp~~ker. it appears that m\· 
ans\\·e r gi1·en this morning to Quest ion 0 .2.76 
a:<k.:d by :\lr IC T . .-\ 1 ~::::e, me1v have been 
mi;und.: r;tood. The lJUe;tion w;t5 about the 
nu : : ~bL:r of ~..~..:.tth sc..:n : c..:rh::.:-"' p.l.:i.;;t.: \1, an Li t.:X~.:cut~.:d 
in ~ach R~gion . :\ly ~nsm.: r a..;.;umed that t i1e 
qu~:st io1~~r 11·ished tn know the number ot 
executions which took pbc.: in each Re<Tio n 
anJ this may haq: miskd the H~use: 
L" nfortunatdy there were no supplementary 
questions to e~llow me to clear up the m isunder
standing. 

T here seem to be four a.>pects of the matter
home or tribe of th~ executed man ; place 
where the otf.:ncc was committed ; place of 
trial : place ot execution . :\ s I ha\·e said, I 
ga\·e figu res rdating to the place of execu tio n 
onk. \\'hat :\!embers were maink interested 
in ·was probably the home nr t ~ibe of the 
cx~cuted persons. This questin n was not 
asked ; nor did the q ues tio ner wish to know 
the place where the otTence was committed, 
which is not always the same place where the 
tria l was held and sente nce passed. :\"oticc 
will ila\·c to be gi\·en be fo r~ these two questions 
can b~ ans"·ered. 

I can how~1·er, now e;ocpbin that O\·er the 
whok thre~ ye:w; u nd~r conside ration, th irty
one person; sentenced to death in the \\'estern 
Region were executed in La~:;os ; e i ~:;ht pcrsnn; 
sentenced in the \ \'estern Region '.\·ere executed 
~~' r~ 1e E :: :-: ~ ::--. f? ·:·:: · .... · :'!.!~ . ~ :· ~..··;·!·- ~ :- ~ ·:- :- ·""' :--: :: 
sen tenced ;n th~ :\"orthc rn Regio n were 
executed in the Ee1s tern R~gion . 

Mr T. 0. S. Benson (Lagos West) : :\1r 
Speaker, Sir, on rising to support the Motion 
for adj ournment, I ha\·e to bring to the notice 
of this hen. H ouse what I should describe as a 
menace on the economic life of this country. 
In saying this I am refe rring to the various 
foreig n football pools , operating branches at 
present in \·arious centres of the countrv. 
Thousands and thousands of pounds a;e 
invested in these pools weekly, which monies 
are sent out of th is country. T he country 
gains nothing from these in\·estments and a 
few lucky ones win a few thousands. 

These winnings which are few and, far 
between, become an incenti\·e to others who 
feel that they themsel ves can share in these 
\\ tnnmgs, anti then: tore the present mad 
rush to invest in foo tball pools . . 

P ools] 

.-\!though congratulate the las t winne rs, 
especially the last lucky winner who netted 
£75 ,000 yet I feel that as no portion of these 
in\·csted su ms remain in thi s country o r go 
t'lward,; the rc\·cnue of the country, G o\·ern
ment should immediately take s teps to ban 
these pool; and with regard to our :\orthern 
:\luslim Brothers inaugurate , a; i1 ·r the \\'estern 
Region, a Federal Sweepstake or lotte ry. from 
which inq:stmcnts the W~stcrn Regional 
Government benefits , from a percentage 
deducted from the who le investments. 

As this madness , to stake a few shillings and 
gain se \·eral pounds, has now eaten into the 
very hea rt of society in thi s country the more 
so , that more and more people high and low, 
join to swell the rank of stakcrs. I th ink 
Go\·e rnment should seize this opportun ity, 
if not by organising Sweepstake or lo ttery, 
by o rgan ising the ir own pools based on the 
present United Kingdom matches and :\ige rian 
soccer as well , and dist ribute the ir coupons 
in N ige ria. By this means the Go\·ernment 
will be retaining at leas t about twenty-fixe 
percent weekly of all the thousands that will 
be staked thereby benefi ting the count ry's 
revenue . llcsid~s monies won will remain 
within ::-;igeria if the pools or Swe·epstake is 
restri cted within :\igeria. I am putting it 
befo re this House that it is now imperati •;e 
r·o r the Go,·e rnment to step in and make some 
arranliement eithe r to ban the pools. o r make 
local arrangemen ts. 

T he ~tinister of Internal .-\ffairs I :\[ ~ 
]. :\I. Johnson) : I agree Sir, that this is 
economically a re trograde step and no t to 
the bes t interests of N ige ria, the way tho usands 
of pounds of Nigeria's money are being 
frittered away overseas and I assure this 
House that the m:ttter is now rece iving the 
attention of my Ministry. 

Ma!lam Maitama Sule (Kane City) : Mr 
Speaker, this is rather a very delicate matter 
but at the same time I would like to put my 
views before this hen. House, if you permit 
me, even though the hen. Minister of Internal 
Affairs has assured this House that this matter 
is being considered by his Ministry. 

One must look at this matter from two 
angles and I want to allay the fea rs of ce rtain 
people if that is possible. Looking at it from 
a religious poin t o f view I will be the last man 
to dream o.f supporting a lottery or anything 
concerning gambling because I know only 
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too well that it is agains t my religion. As 
far as I know some people m:1y argue tha t 
many M us lims have take n an act i,·e part in 
lotteries and things of that na tu re in the p.ts t 
but, according to the religion o f lsb m, it is 
the duty of the Government to sec that such 
things :J.S cause people to take part in matters 
of this kind arc discouraged. 

I do agree that large sums of money. will be 
drained from this country as long ~s we allow 
people to invest in overseas lottery. E1·cry 
year the amount of money that is lca1·ing this 
country fo r o1·crseas is exorbitant and :\igaia 
is benefiting but very little . Cert~i n l y we 
should by jea lo us pa rti cu L•rly at this time 
when every penny to all o t us is 1·cry prec ious 
indeed. If people in :\i ge ria arc imeresteJ 
in this sort o f thing and G ove rnmen t 11·ams 
to arrest the large sums of mo ne y that a rc 
going out of this country by legal is ing o r 
introducing lottt:ry into :\ige ria, I will urge 
the Government to consult the Regio nal 
GovernnH:nts, pa rt icu brly ~ r.c.: Con~rnn: e:Lt 
of :\orthern Region, which is 1·cry keen on 
this matter. · 

?vir Speaker, through you I ask the :\I in is tcr 
of Internal Affairs therefo re to sec that the 
Regional Governments are consulted, and 11 c 
will have no objection. 

• .J.nd it being 6 p.m . . \lr Speaker a.lja11med 
the House v.:itlzout Question put, pur;uant to 
S tanding Orda + ( i ). 

• .J.djourned accordingly at six o'duch 11n til 
10 a.m. on Tuesday, 26th .\larch, 195i. 

QUESTIONS A.l.'iD \VRITTEN A...'iS\'v"ERS 

Question-

W.Sl. M. Abdullahi, Magajin Musawa 
asked the 1\linister of Works:-

How many natives of the Northern Region 
are registered contractors with the Federal 
Public Works Department in respect of building 
and road construction. 

Anstcer-

The Minister of Works : 16 l\ortherners 
are registered contractors with the Federal 
Public Works Registration Board for building 
and road con;~r;;;; ; 10n. 

Qu.:stion-
W.55. Mr B. 0. Ikeh asked the Financial 

Secretary of the f ederat ion :-

I f he will state why the sum of £ $03-?.s-2d 
cm bczzkd bv the cas hie r o f the Yaba Trade 
Centre Curi~g the years 1 1)5 i -53 w:~s no t 
rcco,·ered . 

. -ln>trer-
The Fina ncial Secretary of the Federa

tion : .-\! tho ugh it was s tated in the Directo r 
o f f edcral Audit 's report on the accoun t; o f 
the Yaba T rade Cent re fo r the year end ing 
3 1st i\ Iarch, 195+, that the amount embezzled 
was £ S93 -2s-2d his repo rt fo r the year ending 
31 st March , 1955 indica ted that the sum of 
£S~9-3s-ll d was the correct figure. This 
amount ha; not been recovered as the cashie r 
who was im·olvcd d isappeared after he had 
appealed agains t his com ·iction on a charge 
of stealing. The whole amount has since 
been IH itten otf. 
Question-

W .101. Mr L. A. Ning asked the :\Iinis te r 
of \\"ark;:-

In 1·icw of the important markets in \\'um 
Divis ion and the com m uni ty roads there 
which s ti mu late trade with Eastern N igeria, 
if he will consider including in the Economic 
D c,·elopment Prog ramm e, 1955-60, the con
s truction of a road from Obudu in Ogoja 
Pro1· ince the nce to the Ring Road at Beba
Bdang anJ E;imbi Clans in \ Vum Di vision . 
. .J.ns" ·er-

The Minister of Works : ?\o , S ir. The 
funds at my disposal in the Economic Pro· 
gramme which expires in 1960 arc already 
fully committed, so that it wo uld be imposs ible 
to r me :o accede to this rcques• . 

W.l06. Mr L. A. Ning asked the Minister 
of Land, Mines and Power :-

If he will state what is the volume of water 
in i\Ienchem Falls in Wum Division; and if 
he will take steps for harnessing the Falls. 
rlnr.ur-

The Minister of Land, Mines and Power: 
No, Sir. The volume of water in the 
Menchem Falls in Wum Division is not known. 

Unti l there is evidence available that there 
is a potentially large demand for electricity in 
the area the Electricity Corporation is not 
justified in incurring expenditure on a further 
imestigation of these Falls. 
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Question-

W.123. M . Mormoni Bazza a&.l,;ccl th~ 
:\linistcr of Works :-

\Vhat authority is responsible for the un
>ati sfacto rv road di ve rsion at Gulak on the 
•vba-Bam~ road . 

. .J ns~ur-

Ihe Ministe r of Works : I , a; :\Linistcr of 
Works , am responsib le fo r the route o f the all
season road 11·hich is beincr constructed between 
C ba and Barna. Funds fu r the cons truction of 
this road arc lirr.ited to the provision in the 
Economic Programme and to have rout~d the 
road fJia Gubk would ha1·c entai led an expcn
si,·e and .unsatis facto ry alignment through 
s11·amps wh1ch would ha1·e caused the 1·o te to be 
exceeded . 

Ques:ion-

0.211. Mr E. C. Akwiwu asked the :\Iin ister 
ofTrad~ and Ind ustry :-

If he wot1ld make a statement indicat ing his 
policy for encouraging greater and more 
effective participation by indigenous traders• 
and trading concerns in the import trade. 

Anszcer-

The Minister of Trade and Industry : 
During the debates on th·~ .-\ duress and on the 
Approp ri:ltion Bill I nude com prehensive 
statements of the means take n bv the Federa l 
Go\·ern men t to ~ncouragc greater and ma r<! 
effective participation by :\ igerian traders and 
trad~ng concerns in the import trade. !lo th on 
th~e occasions, and during the discussion of 
my Ministry's estimates in committee of supply, 

I quoted figures to show how ?\igerian mer
chants are being assigned a stcadil y increas ing 
proporti ll n of specific import li cences. The 
Departm~nt of Commerce and Industries 
maintains a trade advisory service which is 
always at their disposal, helps to put them in 
to uch with exporters 01·.-:rscas, and pro•·iJes 
them with info rmation as to the standing of the 
latter, if the :\igerian merchants desire it . 

The Department will also if called upon do 
its best to adjust any misunderstanding or 
diffi culty arising out of commercial transactions 
with o1·erscas firms . \\'hencver a business man 
from o1·erscas wishes to establish himself in 
this country the :\Iinistry of Trade and Industrv 
is consulted, and within the framework o f th~ 
F~deral Go1·crnment's immigration policy as a 
who!~ it sees to it that the interests of :\ igerian 
merchants arc not prejudiced by the intrusion 
o f overseas interests. :\[y :\Iinistry has also 
contributed, in conjunction with the Fin:mcial 
Secretary's Office, toward; securing more 
con,·eni cnt customs arrangements in certain 
parts of the country. 

Question-

0.251. Mr E. C. Akwiwu asked the :VIinister 
o f Trade and Industry :-

If he would make a statement on the decision 
of the Federal Loans Board not to support 
applications fv r loans intended for new indus
trial projects, but to confine its loan acti1·ities to 
es tab lishct..! industrial enterprise. 

. .J ,Is~,·er-

Ihe Minister of Trade and Industry : 
The Federal Loans Board has taken no such 
decision. 
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1403 [Oral Anm·ers 

House of Representatives Debates 

26 ;'v!ARCH 1957 to Quts!r'ons} H O·f 

HOl"SE OF REPRESENTATIVES .. 
NIGERIA 

Tuesday, 26th 1\llarch, 1957 

The House met at 10 a.m. 

PR.-\YERS 
;· 

(:VIr Speaker in the Chair) 

QUESTIONS AND ORAL Al'fSW"ERS 

Question-
- • 0 .233. Chief E. 0. O~olodun asked the 
i\linister of Transport :- · 

In order to calm the anxiety of the people of 
Oyo Di1·ision and Ogbomosho, if he will take 
steps to construct a branch railway line from 
Ibadan thence to Oyo and .Ogbomosho and 
joining the existing railway line at any conl·e
nicnt place . 

Ansu·er-
The Minister of Transport (Hon. Abubakar 

Tafawa Balewa) : The hon, ·Member's attention 
is invited to the answer' given to Question 
:1:\o. 0.143 on the 12th of March, 1957. • 

Question- ..l 
• 0.255. Alhaji Amini}.- '.J'afida asked the 

Minister of Transport :- . : 
If he will state what act\cin:has b~~~ t~kc~ :o 

safeguard the public aga ins-t loss of life throu15h 
coll ision with trains at the railway le1·d crossings 
in the Xorthern Region. · 

Ansza r-
The Minister of Transport : In my answer 

to Oral Question No. 0 .157, on the 20th of 
March, !956, I announced the setting up of a 
Committee under the Inspector of Railways to 
prepare a phased programme for the protcction 
of all level crossings on the railway. 

The Committee's recommendations which 
ha1·e been approved by me incl~de :-

(i) The constl'l.lction of p~ysical impedi
ments such as islands and ro_und-abouts on 

(iii) the impro1·cment of 1·isibility between 
the road and the track. All b·cl crossings 
will have a clear lin~ of vision from the roads 
and all new level crossings will have to 
comply with this requirement. 
In so f:l.r as the Xorthern Region is concerned , 

surveys of almost all level crossing> h~vc been 
completed anJ estimat.:s and pbns arc awaited 
from the Director of the Public \\'a rks Depart
ment, Kaduna. As soon as these arc rccci1·ed 
and approved, steps will be taken to implement 
the recommendat ions of the Lc1·cl Crossing 
Committee. 

I should add that these p rot~cti1·c measures 
will be of no a1·ail if dri 1·ers of motor vchides do 
not exercise due care whcn approaching le1·d 
crossings. :\los t of the accidents at levd 
crossings can be a1·ened by better st:md:1rd of 
driving and greater carc on the part of pedes
trians. 

Question-
•0.256. Alhaji Aminu Tafida asked the 

Minister of Transport :-

If he is aware that the :\'i(\crian R:1ilway 
Corporation has withd~:twn t h~ Ilu; Scrvicc 
between Sokoto and Gusau ; and if he will usc 
his good office$ to see that this 1·aluablc ser .-ice 
is r~.: s ton:J. 

Ans-.. u r-
The Minister of Transport : The han. 

:\!ember's att<!ntion is in1·itcd to the ans ,1·cr 
gi ·.- ..: :1 :c '.\·:-::: _· :: Out.::it:ur: >: 1 . · .~. - ~~ ~) ! in :::: 
Hamard of th~ 2Sth of February. 

Question-
"0.291. Alhaji Musa Hindi asked the 

:\Iinister of Transport :-

If he will state whether the proposed line for 
the extension of the railwav into Bornu 
Province will pass through Oamagum and 
Damaturu. 

either side of level crossings to slow down Answer-
traffic approachin~ level crossings ; The Minister of Transport : ~o. Sir. 

Question-
•0.292. Mr G. 0. Ebea asked the Minister 

of Transport :-

(ii) the installati!>n of road iigns on both 
sides of the appro<)ches to leyel crossings. 
It is proposed to inst11l new road signs on the 
German model. Tnese will have luminous 
paint in orange an~ 1vhite and will be visible If he will investigate the possibility of 
in the dark and stri,[<ing by day. These new extencling the railway line fr"m Q, hrogbo 
signs will, howevt'{ • . have to be approved thence to Benin through !shan Division to 
under the Road Tr~c Ordinance ; Agbor and Asaba. 
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Ans-u:n--
The Minis ter of Transport : T he han. 

:'\Icmber's attention is im·!tcd to the answer 
gi1·en to question :\'o. O.l+S on the 12th of 
:\larch , l 'J57. His suggestion will be referred 
to th<: Committee. 
Question-

• 0.234. Chie f E. 0. Omo!odun asked the 
:'llinister of \\'arks :-

If he will consider e:;tab l!oh ing a train ing 
school for motor vehicle dri1-crs . 
A n.J--r:.:er-

The Parliamentary Secr etary to the 
:'IIinistry of Works (:'I I. l"suman Sarki) : Yes, 
Si r. 
Questivn-

•0.235. Mr P. 0. Elcke asked the :\li n!stc r 
of \\'orks :-

If he proposes to Ia:· a bituminous surface on 
the .-\ b:~-l'muahia-Okigwi-Oji Ri1-er Trunk 
Road .-\ by direct bbou r of thc Dep:1rtmcnt of 
F cderal Public \\'orks or by agency of the 
Eastern Regional Public \\'orb Department. 
.-lnstcer-

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Works : ·l propose to ha1·e this 
work carried out by contract. 
Qw•stivn-

0.236. Mr G. 0 . Ebea as~cd the :\linister 
of \\'a rks :-

\\' h:tt pbns he h:1s f0r 3tr:ti~htc n!nz the 
~t:...:ttun · .f· i':·un~ Ru.td .-\ r~J ::l ilt.:nln to _-\gOor 
where there :1 re d:1ngerous bends :1 nd corners ? 
.;)r.st(.'eT-

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Works : There are no plans at 
present for straightening the section of Trunk 
Road .c\.6 between Benin and .-\gbor, although 
iunds are being allocated to the Provincial 
Engineer, Benin, in his maintenance allocation 
for 1957-5 3 for the purpose of felling trees 
along this section of road to improve sight 
distance on some bends. 
Question-

0.237. M. Haruna, Wakilin Daji askcd the 
Minister of Works:-

If he will lay a bituminous surface on Trunk 
Road A from Danbatta to Daura now that the 
~~:!:~S:~; $ ~::0~ ~~d. rn.,rL h11 il rl;n"!' ,.., ... n; "~e :"..t 

are avaiiablc in both Kano and Kats.ina Pro
vinces? 

Ansruer-
The Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Ministry of Works: Yes, Sir. 

Question- • -
0 .257. Alhaji Aminu Tafida asked the 

;\·Iinister of Works:-
If he· will state when work is expected to 

start on the forty-four bridges on the Trunk 
Road .-\ between Gusau and Sokoto ? 

Ansrcer-
The Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Ministry of Works : Work is expected to st:trt 
on these projects in October, pro1· iding the 
steel is obtainable. 

Question-
0 .258. Mr L. S. Fonka asked the :'II iniste r 

of \\'orks :-
If, after seeing the appalling condition of 

the Federal roads in the Southern Cameroons 
during his tour of the T erritory in December 
last year, he will consider the tarring of the 
sections between Kumba and :\Iamfe, :.\Iamfe 
and Ikom, and Mamfe and Bamenda as a 
matter of urgency ? 

Anro:er-
The Parliamentary Secretary to the 

!\1inistry of Works : The answer to p:trt of 
this question is yes, Sir. The pr01·ision in the 
Economic Programme includes the tarring of 
the sect ion between Kumba and :\Iamk In 
ac!d ition .-\ meric:t n aiel has been rccei •:cd :_.·1r 
the :.\lamfe-Ikom section. T he urgency of 
these works is fully appreciated by me and I 
have made arrangements recently which I hope 
will accelerate this Programme. 
Supplementary to Question 0.258-

Mr L. S. Fonka : To which part of the 
question is the answer "Yes", Sir ? 

Several Hon. Members : Answer ! Ans
wer! 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS 
Adjournment Sine Die 

The Minister of Internal Affairs (Han. 
J . M. Johnson): Sir, I beg to move, That this 
House, at its rising to-morrow, do ·adjourn 
sine die . 

The Minister of Rese::~rch a;1d Informa
tion (Chief Kolawole Balogun) : Sir, I beg to 
second. 
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Qllc'rlion propiJred. 

Qr~<·; t iun p111 a!!d a;reed to. 

Re;ah·ed, Th~t th is House, 
morrow, do adjourn sine die . 

history of West Africa has furnished in the 
past--and, in a measure, furnishes e~·cn to this 
day-oruy too rank a crop of tll ustrattve 

at its rising to- examples. 

SELF-GOHR=':'>!E='T FOR :\!CERIA 

Chief S. L. Akintola (Oshu n West): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, coming e\·cms always cast their 
shadow. -

Mr Speaker : Order, orde r. Before the 
Debate g0cs ,my furthe r-there must be no 
l' 'tckgrou nd 0! i:lcc rruptions because the House 
is verv full and the kast no ise makes it impos
sible t'o r me to hear and certainly impossible for 
the otricial reporters to hear. 

Chie f ,\kin to !a : :'1 [r Speake r, Si r, I rise to 
mo,·c the :\lotion st:mding in my name on the 
Order Paper. T h<: :\lotion reads as fo llows:-

That this House instruc ts the delegates 
specifically added to the Federal Delegation 
to tht: forthcomint; Constitutional Confe
rcnct: to express the views of this House to 
do all in their power to secure the grant of 
scl f-go ,·crnment to the Federation of ~igeria 
in 1957. 
I st:u t by assuring the House that, in moving 

this :\lotion, we are animated with the best 
intentio n in the world. T he i\[otion, as it 
proceeds , will show that there will be no 
element of recrimination whatsoever and that, 
in mo,·ing it as best I can, I would express 
wln t [ bdicvc to be the le:;~timate desire not 
of just on<: party or one sectio n but of the 
whole of the F ede r:nion of :\igeria. 

I wou ld s~:: th:1t this :\[orion presupposes 
that the time has come to put an end to imperia-

~ !ism as fa r as it applies to this country. Colo
nialism and imperialism are synonymous an~ I 
need not recount that imperialism is an evil; 
it has a lot of the elements of evil in it and, in 
saying that, I would not rely just on my own 
word : I would cite an instance in which one of 
the imperialists admitted that imperialism con
tains a lot of the elements of evil : I quote the 
words of a former GO\·ernor of Nigeria. On 
the 29th D ecember, 1920, Sir Hugh Clifford 
made this statemt!nt to the old Legislative 
Council: 

"The first and most obvious results of the 
clash of the higher with the less advanced 
civilizations are the demoralisation which it 
almost inevitably causes, alike in the possessors 
of the one and of the other, and of this the 

"The motives which brought about the first 
harsh impact between Europea.- and the 
peoples of :\igeria were supplied by a hunger 
for wealth on both sides and bv the tnffic in 
human beings by means of which that hunger 
was assuaged for white man and for black man 
alike. The inevitable evi ls which arose there
from call for no description or emphasis and , 
even when the Sb,-c Trade had, at length, 
been stamped out, that miserable era was 
succeeded by the age of the trad itional "palm 
oil" ruffians : broken men of almo>t e,·ery 
nationality who placed no limit upon the 
extra\·agances of thei r ill-doing and found in 
the .-\frican tribe§. which they ex?lotted and 
corrupted hundreds who were eager to aid and 
to abet them." 

In other words, imperialism is a hunger and 
it creates a lot of predatory instincts in man, 
wherebv man becomes a wolf to man . T he 
objecti,:e in this case, therefore, is to put an 
end to this evil of imperialism or colonialism. 

Now, it is not only greed that is the evil 
effect of imperialism. Practically all wars that 
have been fought in human history arose, 
either directly or indirectly, as a result o_f 
imperialistic tendencies in some people. It, 
therefore, the abolition of imperialism is 
l;, rought neare r, it may bring us nearer to 
peace, perfec t and absolute peace, among 
human beings. In moving this :\[oti~ there
fore, and if this i\Iotion is accepted, to put an 
end to imperialism in this country, it might be 
a contribution which Nigeria can make to
wards the establishment of universal peace. 

The first evil of imperialism is that it des
troys man's confidence in himself. Among 
imperialists there are people who ha\'e lived so 
long as the unJcrdog that they ha, :- .vSt ever_Y 
confidence in themselves ; they behe,·e that, rf 
all the countries of the world are free, it will 
render them poor in their own country ; so it 
destroys thei r own confidence in themselves 
and among the backward people imperialism 
also destroys our own faith in ourselves. 

There are people who have lived so long in 
bondage that they have lost every trace of 
liberty. Those who are interested in the 
history of the slave trade will remember that 
when those gallant lovers of peace all over the 
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world were fighting to put an end to sLn ·ery, 
among their grea test oppo nents were sla,·es 
themselves.':'. Slaves who had lost every confi
dence in themsch·cs, who bclie,·ed that they 
could ne\·er li ,·c again as free-bo rn. By 
pass ing this ;\lotion, therefo re, we shall succeed 
in re-establishing in ourseh·es faith in our 
people and in our future. 

\\'ell, I have bee n able to satisfy the ha n. 
House to some extent that imperialism is an 
evil, but is it an unmitigated evil ? That is th<: 
question. Imperial ism is an c,·i l, but I rt:s
pec tfully submit that it is not an unmit igated 
evil. It is said that there is an clement of 
goodness e\'C n in things evil. Bad as it is, 
imperialism, as far as it applies to :\ igericl, has 
not been wi thou t some elemcJ1 t of goodness. 

:\ow what is the element of goodness in th is 
part of imperialism ? I must start by ;;aying 
this in fairness to Britain, that Britain was no t 
the author if imperialism. There have been 
several imperialist powers l o n~:; befo re Britain. 
With due deference to the historians in th<: 
House, I would sav ,tJat Britain has one dis
tinctive distinction · among imperialist power:>. 
Britain succeeded in a large measure to 
humanise imperial ism, and if ever there was 
anything known as benevoknt imperialism. 
Britain was the author of it. As a result of 
this new faith in imperialism, Britain has been 
able to bring about a lot of useful changes in 
this country. 

One outstanding contr ibution which will 
immortalise the name of Bri tain in th is coun tr;· is 
the creation o f the country !h)'s ~nuwn J$ :\·:g~.: ;·iJ . 
N igeria is a conglomeration of peoples; but 
Britain has, as a result of her imperial power, 
been able to weld together a number of people 
who perhaps otherwise would have remained to 
this day as warring tribal groups. I would 
therefo re respectfully st:" :-:-.:: t'-1~~ '"" "~ "~. ::-:: 
known to-day as Nigeria is the creation of 
Britain, and I hope that it has been agreed by 
all sections, not only in this House but by the 
whole country, that that memorial to Britain, 
that creation, ::\igeria, is a useful creation, and 
we must keep it intact, united and strong, not 
only now but for evermore. (Hear, hear). 

Not only has Britain given us a united 
country in the name of Nigeria, she has also 
given us our own system of parliamentary 
democracy. I think this is a great contribution 

to this countrY, and it wi ll be one of the last in" 
memorials to 'Great Britain. " 

I nct:d not exhaus t the whole cauloguc nf 
th t: benefits that have acc rued dircctlv •>r 
indirectly as a result of our link with Br;t:tin. 
I refe r to the crc:ltion of this country as a unit , 
I re fer to the introduc tion of lib.:ra l eclucatinn 
on the Bri tish patte rn, the esub l ishrn~nt of 
bw and order, the establishment of modem 
communication, the furt he ra nce of pub lic 
health-all these arc part of the goodness that 
has emerged out of British im peri :di >r.l; 
what is more, Britain ruled o,·e r \' igcria , and it 
is ofte n said by politic ians and by n.ttion:di st.> 
that Briuin has depr ived us of ou r poli ric:d 
freedom. Whit<: that mav be so , Britain Ius 
also succeeded in wht:tti ~g our app<!t it-: l•'J r 
freedom and Britis h love of Freedo:n h:!s bcc.)m<: 
infect ious, and it is the u rge p tt>hing u:; on 
to-J:ty , so that we may within tile nc:u r'utu rc 
find ourselves on the same pedt:sta l :ts imperi:l
li st Britain. 

\\'ell , I ha,·e gi,·en the e,·ils in impt:rialism, 
anC: I have also been able to persu.!dc Y•'J U, [ 
l10pc, that the re is an eleme nt of goodness in 
imperialism, but much as Britain has do ne for 
this country in the name of imperialism , I 
respectfully submit that the end does not 
alway5 necessarily justi fy the means. l f 
Britain uses imperia lism as a means or- bri :-tging 
benefit to th is country, that resul t docs no t 
n~ccssarily justir·:· imper:~ l i s m. I th e r~ lo r ~ 
respectfu ll:: submi t that t'·.c :::1\c !n s e·J ::1~ ;·,l r 
us to pu t ~n end to imper i ~ii sm . 

How do we put an end to im pai:11ism ? 
Ex:unplcs h~\·e been givc :1 ::: 11t ht: r C/ l_ tn~r: ~.: ~ . 
oy at tcu n:: .,; ~ r:c '.\' statu>, the status nt an 
indep<!ndent or self-govern ing country. \Vhcn 
we attain that status, it does not mean that we 
sever our link with Britain. In fact Bri tain and 
Nigeria have been so indissolubly welded 
together that nothing ever can separate us. By 
~ , : .. :~~ ~: :- ~!~ .L : . ., ~ ... ::o:i :.·;,: .1 :- ~.: mt!rdy try ing 
to forge a new relationship be tween ~igeria and 
Britain which would no longer be th~t of a 
master and a servant, but which would be 
based on mutual trust, reciprocal goodwill, and 
mutual understanding. During that stage we 
would be masters within our own home. 
Britain will remain as master within her own 
home, but we shall still be linked together, 
joined together as friends and brothers, all in a 
common allegiance to Her :\bjesty the Queen 
at the head of the Commonwealth. (Hear, 
hear). 
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!\ow, the question which now arises is tlu t 
the i\ lotion is that we arc re:tdy for sdf
gov<;.[nment in 1957. Here opinions may 
di ffe:, bu t what are the re:tso ns fo r our fee!in;:;s 
tha t \Ve are perhaps ready even in this year, 
1957 ? Tht: experi ment in sdf-go,w nmcnt 
has been on in thi s country fo r the p:tst fi ve 
years. Power has been trans ferred gradually 
into the hands of our pcqple, and I respectfully 
s ubmit that this experiment has p roved a 
t remendous success. Who could h:l\·c fo retold 
ten years ago that we could ha,·c in this hon. 
House :Vlinistcrs of the calibre that we h;~ve 
here to-day ? \V h;~t prophet could h;~,·c 
foretold, say, six yc:trs ago that we would ha ,·c a 
:.\I inistc r who would be competent enough w 
answer all the ques tions rcbting to Communi
cation and :\viat ion ? (Laughter ). It would 
h;~n! taken more than•an ord inary p rop het , six 
years ago, to foresee an era this year, in which 
we would ha,·c a ::\Iinister here not onh· 
answering questions on Commerce and Trad~ 
but also enunci;~ t ing national policy, not for one 
village, not for one town, not for one Pro,·incc 
c,·cn , but for ~2 ,1J00,000 pcorle i:~ this FcJ ..:ral 
territory. \Yell, these changes h:wc more-tlun 
assu red us th:.tt the exr t: rimcn t !r1. " ::· .:. · ·:-·:
ment has proved a remarkJblc SUCCeS$ . . 

And what is left now ? I n tht! Counci l of 
:\Iin istcrs we ha\"c only three expatria te office rs. 
only three. as aga inst ten :\ige rian ~nd Came 
roon :. Lnistcrs. \\' d l that shows tha t the 
remaining responsib ility to be umlertJke:l 
woulJ. be the responsibility bei ng discharged ;~t 
the moment by three exp~t riatc ::\I in isters. 
Could an arrangement not be made between 
now and next December, for taking over the 
duties of only three :\'Iinisters ? 

I think that from all sides of this House we 
do appreciate the great contributions that our 
expat riate friends ha1·e made towards the 
progress of this country. I respectfully submit 
that from all sides of this House, we can 
produce, not only in December next but even 
tomorrow, i£ we so desire, people who can 
discharge the duties of the Financial Secretary 
as a Minister in this honourable House. We 
can do that, and we can also produce people 
here between now and December who can 
discharge the duties now being performed by 
our gallant, intelligent and progressive Chief 
Secretary. (Applause.) And, as I look round 
all sides of this House, I know that we have 
produced lawyers who are competent enough 

even to tlke the place of our Hon. Attorney
G eneral. I notice that all sides of thi s House 
ag ree wi th me that we arc prepared for tha t even 
r. ow. T int ukcs t;S a.; r~car a.; pussible to 
sdf-gO\·crnment. 

:\part from taking the places of ou r ex p~triate 
fr iends in the Council of :\linisters, what 
would sclf-go,·ernment in 1957 imply ? It 
would only mean the t ransfer of the res pon
sibil ity and duties be ing pe rformed by the 
Colonia l Office now to the Commom1·c:tlth 
Rcbtions Office. :\I r Speaker, that is not a 
d ifficult business. I t is merc lv a c:tse of file 
rcmm·ing. The Colonial O ffice is on one side 
of the street , and the Commonwealth Rela tions 
Office is on the other s ide . It is merdv a 
quest io n of gett ing some peop le to remo,·e files 
from one ofFice to ano ther, and I ;~m su re that 
that c~n be done with in the next two months. 
T hat is why I fee l that arrangements should be 
made this yea r, 1957, for sclf-go,·ernment. 

\\'estill ha\·e about nine months ~head . Can 
we ntJt finish re mo\·ing files in nine months ? 
1 t: 1i:1 ~: we can do that. Perhaps the more 
di ffic ult thing would be the questio n o f 
~ ~ ~ · ··- = ··.: ·· ·: " ' n~:~:::··: : · :., . ·· . ~ . :::n c.s . 

\ \ 'e h:.l':e b e~ n arguing for years about the 
train ing of perso nnel fo r the Fo reign Service. 
That may appear a little difficult. But I do 
not think it is as difficult as it appears . 

\\'e <lo n•l t ha,·e to send .-\mbass~Jo rs or 
Consuls to e\·erv count rY in the uni,·ersc. \\'e 
may start with ·a few of them and ~c t through 
agen ts in o ther countries. E1·cn on rn\· left 
here, Sir, we can find enough .·\mbassado rs to 
go to .-\ s ia to represent us . A good number of 
them :tre fit to go to the .-\rab world to represent 
:\igeria. They do not need additioilal training. 
There arc many who speak Arabic fluentlv ; 
there are manv of them who ha,·e been in 
administration . for ye~rs anti can re present 
~igeria efficiently anywhere in the whole 
world. 

What about other countries ? After all, one 
of the leading countries in the world is the 
Cnited States of America. We alreadv have 
an Ambassador in the making for the Uinted 
States of America. I am sure that the ::VIinister 
of Communications and Aviation, who always 
feels at home in the United States, can represent 
Nigeria, even now, in the United States. What 
other preparation do we require ? And if you 
go to the Continent of Europe-! know there 
are many students of economics here, students 
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of diplomacy, like the hon. i\lbakogu. I am 
quite sure that we have the men, at least, a 
nucleus of a Foreign Service. The only 
country that has presented di fficul ty is the 
Soviet L·nion, and I am sure there will be no 
doubt as to who is prepared now to represent 
this country in the Soviet Union (Laughter). 

I think we have a bearded intellectual here 
who might pass for a Russ ian anywhere, and 
for com·enience I am sure that we arc ready. 
.-\ll we need to do is to add V-S-K-Y to 
:\ gwuna's name, and we will have Agwunavsky. 
(Laughter). 

I fee l as if I h:l\·e satisfied the House that we 
are ready, in this year of grace, 1957, and I will 
end up by assuring the House that nothing will 
make for the unity of this country better 
than attainment of self-go,·ern ment. \\'e can 
alford the luxu rv of dissention and we can make 
a mountain of a molehill at the moment, 
because we are not maste rs of ourselves ; but 
immediately the responsibility p:::;ses to our 
hands, you will observe that the :\orth will 
come nearer the East, the East will com e nearer 
to the \\'est, and all will come neare r to the 
Cameroons , and \\·e will all admi t that this 
country is our own . Its future is our own, and 
we can make or mar it, but I am quite sure that 
it is the des ire of every section of th is House to 
make :\igeria. and not to mar it. We arc 
united in spite of occasional lapses which 
people may observe to-day. \\'e are united, 
because we believe we have a common destiny. 
\\'e are united because we belie,·e in our 
country ; we all want to create a new era, in 
which our children, and children's children, 
will live as citizens of a common country. In 
spite of these di,·isions which we have often 
heard about, and which newspapers and other 
critics magnify, I notice that the depth of unity 
is much greater than is generally realised. The 
tribes marry and inter-marry in this country, 
which is not a small achievement. In spite of 
our divisions, in spite of our dissension, we are 
united in one thing, we are united in the quest 
of political freedom, in the quest for indepen
dence. Is there anybody who does not want 
this country to be self-governing ? There is 
none! 

And as far as the question of Prime Minister 
is concerned, I notice that Nigeria is coming 
closer and closer together, and with the attain
ment of self-government in 1957 I am quite 
sure that Nigeria will surprise the whole world .. 

We will surprise the world in creating the 
impression that we are one, one count ry~ 
ind iv isib le, and what will make us st ill mo re· · 
uni ted is the fact that we ha,·c a G ove rn ment 
which is our own, a Federal Government which 
belongs~ the whole of the people of 1 ·ige ri a. 
I am sure that hon. M embers here, from 
every side, will agree with me that Xigeria is 
to-day yea rning for freedom, Nigeria is yearn
ing for independence, and the attainment of 
self-government by the S tate of Ghana has 
given a new impetus to e1·e rybody in di fferent 
parts of this country. Our people will not be 
satisfied un til we establish in this coun trv a 
Go\·ernment of the people of ~igeria ; by ·the 
people of Xigeria, and for the people of X igcria. 

::\Ir Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. (:l.pplause.) 

Mr Ayo Rosiji (Egba East) : :\I r S peaker, it 
is ,,·ith the g reatest pleasure and with infinite 
relish that I second this M otion. 

Since the life of this House surted there h:13 
no t been any subjec t which has aroused so 
m uch interest in the rank and file of all our 
people in this country as the :\lotion tha t is 
now befo re this hon. House. :\h in formation 
from the ::--.rorthern Region, from the Eastern 
Region, from the \\'este rn Region and from the 
Cameroo ns is that the whole cou ntry is \\';litin; 
to hear what ,·erdict the reprcsentati ,·es of th<:: 
people of this country will gi1·e here to-day. I 
dare to be optimist ic that our verd ict to-d~y will 
justify the hopes which ou r people ha1·c in us. 

If my opt;mism comes true, there is no 
doubt at all th~ to-dav we shall be declarina the 
independence o f ;.;ige'ria in this House. it· we 
agree to-day that independence shall be ours 
this year, 1957, if we agree, then all that it 
means, :lS the hon. the Leader of the Opposi
tion has put it , is that we Nigerians shall have 
our own affairs in our hands to do whatever 
we like with. It means that the end shall come 
to the managing of our affairs by foreigners. 

~ow , :\·I r ~ ; _..:!: :.: :-, 's!:~~ : !..:::-:-: ::.:·:;,; 1.\"e to 
self-government ? That is an important ques
tion. \Vhat claim have we ? But the question 
has been answered many years back, and I 
think it ' is well known to every one of us ; 
every human . being on earth has an inalienable 
right to freedom, and that freedom is the ' spirit 
which moves human beings into great achieve
m ents. A ·slave can never achie\'C anything 
great ; his m entality will always be that of a 
slave. A free-born who knows, and is aware 
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of hi:> important st:ltus in life, will always 
achie1·c great things. Is rt not tunc, ~ I r 
Speaker, that the people of th is country r~adc 
the ir own contribution to the welfare ot the 
world ? Is it not time that the shackles which 
bind the people of this country be loosed: so 
th"t we can go out and make our contrrbu tron, 
in science, and in all i-.no\\·kdgc of the world, 
whic:h wi ll improve the lot of all human 
beings ? 

I do not believe that any foreign ru le, 
howc1·er benevolent, and that is what the hon. 
the Leader of the Opposition calls British 
Imperialism, I do not belie1·e that any rule,_ 
howc1·er benevolent, i:> as good as the rule ot 
the people by the people. We ha1·e been under 

that India achieved independence I noti~d a 
change immediately. \\"hat was the cha':lge ? 
The way that the Indran natronal!sts were 
tr~ated was infinitely better than I was treated 
aft<41'!hat date. 

There is a dignity attach ing to independence : 
we must not lose sight of that fact. The c?untry 
as a \';hole has that Jignity attached to rt, and 
each national of that country al so has attached 
to him that diani ty, anJ there is no doub t that 
all over the \~o rlJ whenever l\igeria has her 
independence, the re is no doubt that the d~gni ty 
of Nio-eria will be enhanced. There rs no 
doub t 

0

that our rehltionship with the outside 
world ,,·ill be on a fa irer basis than it is to-day. 

the British fo r o1·er srxty years. It rs not rn The other countries in the world cannot deal 
.. 0 0 d taste that I should catalogue the achie1·e- directlv 11-ith :\iae ria to-day. T hey h"vc to 
~1 ents during those years, but I th ink it is deal wi th ::\igeria"through Britain. \Vhy must 
com!:\On knowledge in this country that what :\igeria be looked at through the ~yes of an?ther 
the 1·arious g01·e rnments of this count_ry have country ? That is one of the thmgs whrcn we 
achieved the Go1·ernment of the :-\ o rthc rn are resenting. We want to asse rt oursel:es and 
Re<Tion ~he Government of the Eastern Region , our influence in the outs rdc world. \\ e want 
and th~ Western Region, anJ the Government to be ab le to make our own contributions to the 
of the Cameroons, what they have achrevetl development of the worlJ. \\"e arc human 
within the last five years is infinitely more than beinas like othe r people : we do not want to be 
what •xas achie1·ed Juring rigid forei gn rule in sat isfied all the time with having benefits gi,·en 
sixty years. to us bv the labour of other people who are 

That I han: no doubt. is an indicatio n that contrib~tina to the benefit and to the good ness 
e·:e:l if ;,., are going to ru le ourse!l·cs badly, it is of the 11·orld without we ourselves making a 
better that we should rui~ oursc ll-cs badly than contribution. We want to join the committee 
th:rt fo rc i~ne rs should rule us well. I ha,·e no of nations, and make our contribution to the 
doubt whatever that the standard of ruling, peace and welfare of the worlJ. T hclt rs what 
whether a person rules hin;self well or baJ, we ar<.W:.;king for. 
J epcnds on the person who rs judgr ng. If we J . 

I h d b \\"c want to ha1·e the Jignity and the utres arc ruling oursell·cs to-day, ave no ou t 
that a good many people outside this country anJ the responsibilities. \Ve do not _want to 
will consider that we are ruhng ourselves badly. have just the advantages, wrthout the drsadvan
I t depends on the anl?le from which ~-ou a~e tages. We are prepared_ to shoulder all 
looking at it. Who ~s anybody 0utsrJe thrs responsibilities as a free nat10n. 

country to dictate to us rn what manner we shall Now, the date 1957 is the date that is in our 
rule ourselves ? l\•Iotion, and that is the date which we are 

\\"e know what is best for us, and what is bes t arguing now. Does everybody know that 
for us is not necessarily what is best for other Ghana is to-day an independent country ? Is 
people outside this country._ Th~t is the angle anybody prepared to admit in this f:!ou~e that 
from which we should look at 1t. We are the best Ghana is better developed than N 1gena ? I 
judge of the '~ay_ in which we rule ourselves, an_d am not prepared to admit that. On the other 
no foreigner IS m a posmon to tell us what IS hand, I will add that Nigeria is a bigger brother 
best for us in this country. We are the people, to Ghana. The size and the resources of 
we are the judge, we are the best judge. Nigeria qualify her, other things bein~ equal, 

;\ow Mr Speaker, I happened to be in for immediate self-government. If 1t were 
Britain' when India achieved independence. possible, I would stipulate that we have 
I had a number of Indian frienJs who were independence to-day, in this very day. Now, 
treated alike by the British, but the ve ry day now. 
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But we have a unique opportunity at the 

coming Constitutional Conference to put the 
vrcws of the people of this country before the 
powers- that-be. The oppo rtunity is close at 
hand, anJ I think that if we miss that opportu
nity it will entail another Const itu tional 
Con fe rence, it will enta il more troubk, and 
only God knows what will happen in the 
interim perioJ. .-\nd then is 11·hy we are saying 
that ou r delegates to the Const itutiona l 
Conference shou!J go anJ pres:> for the g ran t of 
self-government to the whole federation of 
l\igeria in 1'1 57. 

l\ow, there is no doub t that there will be 
pessimists who will think that if sc!f-gOI·ern
ment is granted to :\ igeria, we shall be at one 
another's throats. 

I think thi ;; is a uniouc o r.r"nr ~ ':ni t\· fo r t:~ :o 
deb unk th.lt r:.- pe oi pe~,; imi~ r ;L I ha.vc had the 
opportuni ty or rra1·dling in all the Regions of 
this country anJ in the Cameroons, and I ha1·e 
seen there, with my own eyes, and not with any 
other person's c.1·cs, I have seen there with mv 
own eyes, that ·all the people of this coumr}· 
have this one yearning, the yearn ing for sclf
go:·ernment of the F edcration of :\ige ria and 
I led there too that there IS a strong bond 
which brings us together and which no ill-will 
can put asunder. This is a bond , I ha1·c no 
doubt, that will grow from strength to strc:Jg-:h 
and the very fe1ct that we arc no1~· going to join 
oursel ves together in one common course. the 
course of unity, will be another strengt h •.•: nich 
will keep us together until we achie1·c, not onlv 
a scl f-go\·crning :\-igcria but a great ~~ ! f~ 
go1·erning .:\igcria. 

i\Ir Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

Question propor,'d. 

writings on " Christianity and the Race 
Problem: " "l\othing is to be g:tined from 
pretending that thi ngs arc d iiTe re nt from what 
the1· arc. T hnsc who ha1·c a real faith need 
not. be afr:tiJ to look fac ts in the face." 

T he second quotation, Si r, is the portion 
that deals with the sp ir. it beh ind thi:> .\lotion 
and the .-\ mendrnent: the des ire for freedom, 
li be;ty and independence. l-Ie says : "Eque1lity 
bt:comes a burning issue when~ \·cr human 
beir.gs feel that their op portunities of growth 
as human beings arc be ing restricted b1· their 
fellows and that ad,-a,tt:rges 11·hich arc e-njoyed 
by others arc denied to them . The problem is 
crcatt:d b1· the fact that in human societv as in 
nature, ti{c claims of one for m of li fe com'c into 
conflict with those of another, life competes 
11·ith life. The ques tion is no11" to rcco,cilc 
thc.l c..: CUJ :lpcu ng .c l:ti1n5 wi th due r~:g:1rd to 
both tht.: i n ~.:qualiti c.:s which cxi:; c ~mong n1cn 
and to the fundame ntal equal ity of men as men." 

Sir, for a long time there has been this 
conflict, we ha,·e tdt th:tt our right to indepen
dence, our right to control ·our own dcstinv 
has been unduly restricted in the past. \\~~ 
feel now that we h:11·e come to the stage ,,·i:ere a 
ddinitc and a positi,·c demand must be me~dc, 
not begging fo r it, demanding it as of right. 

::iir. when we look at Chid .\kintola'; .\lotion , 
11·c comp:1rc the two. You fir.d that Chief 
,\kintola '.; .\ lot ion recognises the officials, 
the Go,·t: m or-Gcne ra l. Regional Go1·crnors 
'The.: Cu :'il ;nis.:; iuncr fu r tht.: l.'.uncroons , ~B ou; 
fcdcrcrl Delegates . :\ow, Si r, when the 
.\lotion for representation of this Hou:><O at the 
Constit~io nal Conference was mo,·ed bv me in 
this House anJ accepted by this House, ,;.c made 
it clear that in no circumstances could the 
orficials be consitle!cd as our accredited Federal 
Delegates. By virtue . of their position they 
are part and parcel ot the C nited Kingdom 
Delegation, Ad~isers to the Colonial Office. 

Mr ]. A. \Yachuku (.-\ba): :\Ir Speaker, Si r, 
I rise to move the Amendment standing in my 
name and the names of my three Colleagues. 
Sir, the Amendment reads as follows :
Line 1, leave out from "House" to end and 
add-" hereby gives the Federal Delegates from 
the political parties who are going to the 
Nigerian Constitutional Conference, to be held 
on the 23rd i\-Iay, 1957, in London, a mandate 
to demand independence for ~igeria within 
the British Commonwealth in 1959." (Applause) 

Sir, going to the merits and demerits of the 
substantive i\Iotion, and the Amendment, by 
the Leader of the Opposition, I would like to 
draw inspiration from J. H. Oldham, in his 

In the original Motion, it says that this 
House "instructs the Delegates specifically 
added to the Federal Delegation to the forth
coming Constitutional Conference ;" in other 
words, our accredited representatives are being 
specifically added to the Federal Delegation. 
Who then were tht: Federal Delegation, other 
than those appointed by the January Summit 
Conference of last year ? That is one of the 
defects. Our accredited representatives are 
being considered as mere delegates specifically 
added to these officials. The Motion further 
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asks the Delegates to express the view:; of this 
House. ;\ow. Sir, when Ch id .-\kintob spoke , 
he did not td l the House wh:tt the ,·ie\\·5 were, 
he ml.!rdy ::;aiJ to t;Xpn!s:> the views o[ thi~ 
House ; to do all in their power to secure the 
grant o f sdf-Go,·ernment to the Federation of 
:\igcr ia in l ')57. The :\lo tion docs not ask 
positi,·dy tor indepe ndence at any defin ite time , 
it s,t,·s "self-Go\·c rnmen t now." There is a 
dis tit.Ktion between sdt-Go,·ernment and
inck pendence. (Hmr, hear). for more than 
tour years Ghana ""'ls sclt-gm·crning befo re 
imkpendcncc. To -day, S ir, we :trc self
gon~rn i ng to an extent. :\!though we ha,·e in 
the Counci l of :\linistcrs a majority composed 
of our own men, yet the mere tact that the 
Constitutional Orde r in Council, Sir, includes 
as o f right, th ree officials, Jerogates from the 
status of that Council, as a se lf-governing 
Counci l. I t is :1 minor self-government. 
(Laughter). The purpose of this l\Iotion, S ir, 
is to dt:mand positi,·ely anJ to fix a date , a 
defini te date beyond which our patience will 
bccomt: con1>ktdy exhausteJ. 

I know, Sir, the Leader of the Opposition 
go t into diHiculty, he found that his :\lotio n 
cou ld no t rc:!lly fire any imagination anywhere 
in th is countrv. He found he was wrestling 
with it and I ,~·ant to congratulate him because 
he did not b ring anything that is explosi ,·e 
:1nd tlut su ,.,.,.,.t:srs the w~ ·.- ::: : ; House is likdy 
to receive tt'is .-\m e ndm~nt . I look r·orward , 
Sir, to rhis AmcnJment being recei,·cJ by this 
House unanimously and passed. 

T here is one great achievement which this 
House has attained and that is this : in 1953, 
Sir, a ::VIotion was brought here unilaterally 
and, consequently, Sir, that lYiotion was 
adjourned ev.:n compulsorily. l\ly pleasure in 
moving this Amendment, Sir, is that it is the 
1953 D ebate that was adjourned that we are 
resuming now. Sir, at that time I was sitting 
where the Deputy Speaker now sits and the 
SarJauna of Sokoto sat here. Then a :\lotion 
came from that side of the House also where 
my friend ::VIr Rosiji sits , demanding a unilateral 
self-government in 1956. Well, that side and 
this side, Sir, said that there could be no 
imposition without adequate consultation and 
unanllnity. \\·~..: JiJ aut $J.y-"Dcf~.i.: :!1l· 
i\Iotion ; " we said-"the Debate should be 
Jr.ijuurnt: J ." :\:tel to -c!.ty, S i r , \\·~ ha,·e d ~c : dc d 
to resume the adjourned Debate and we intend 
to bring it to a conclusion to-day. (Cheers). 

:\ow, S ir, why is it necessary to ask our 
dd~gates to the London Conference to demand 
independence not this year but in 1959 ? It 
1\·,1; my frienJ , :\lr Rosiji, who said that there 
may bt: some pe:;simists who may feel that we 
can govern ourscl\"t.::i cvcn now. 

An hon. Member : Then suppo rt the 
:\lotion. 

Mr J .. -\. Wachuku : fhtt, S ir, we arc 
realistic enough to appreciate that the problem 
of go,·ernment is not like putting off your suit 
and pu tt ing it on aga in. There is certain p re
p.tra to ry m> rk rhat must be do ne. (Applause) . 
Sir, we must prepare for independence. If 
we Jo not w:uu to becom~ a laughi ng stock to 
the w0rlJ , wt: mu;t pr~par~ for this indepen
dence. To-dav, Si r, we ha,·e no national flag, 
ha\·e we ? . 

Several han. M e mbers : :\o. 
Mr J. A. Wachuku : \\"e have no national 

anthem ; we have no nationa l crest; we have no 
national stadium. ;\ow, Sir, we have no 
State House or place where we can receive or 
accommodate our would-be guests. The 
State Bank which has been approved is not yet 
in b~ing . \Vc have no national cu rrency of our 
own. :\o national libra ry. :\othing ! These 
things are so ob,·ious that it is sheer waste of 
time to go on enumer:lting them. .-\nd these 
things cannot be done overnight. (Applause) 
Whoe,·er :;ays we should have independence 
to-day i; only looking for a situa tion that will 
result in utter c!uos. He cannot be a statesman 
at al l. 

Now, Si r, the most important thing that 
l want to bring to this House is that the people 
of :->te Xorthcrn Region, Sir, with an area 
two-thi rds the size of this country, with a 
population of seventeen million and with 
the resources both in manpower and in every 
other respect, have decided that in 1959 they 
will be ready for self-government and indepen
dence. ( . .J.pplause) Of what value will self
gO\·emment or independence of this country 
be to the people of ~igeria when seventeen 
million people say they will not go with you ? 
Useless ! To me, Sir, this is a very vital 
point. The fact that we have been patient, 
and our brothers in the North have decided 
that by that t ime we will all march together, 
: ~ ~ !: ;.: .::;;:- .: .1 : ~.; t :1..:: : :i...:·:~ : ~1cn ~ t!1is I-!nusc :1nd th is 
country has attained for a long time. (Applause) 
l a ~1 :'~~pared to wait till that date. If 
anybody does not want to wait, he can go ahead. 
(Laughter). 
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__ ChiefS. L. Akinto1a (Oshun West) : One 
~ tgena! 

Mr J. A. Wachuku : :\o"·· Si r, I am happy 
t~. hea_r ;~e Leader of the Opposition s_ay "One 
:\ tgena. He agrees . It -"e take mdepen
de_ncc no\\· and you find that more than two
tlurds of :\ igeria will not be the re, hO\,. can 
there be one :\igeria ? But now he ha:; 
a~reed to come in then, singing, firing guns and 
dtg~mg ground, praising the departed ones and 
laymg fou nda tions for futu re generations and 
at the same time, building for poste rity. 

:\ow, Sir, we ha\·e also our f ive-Year 
Economic Programme. Bet\\·een now and 
1959, the Council of :\"linisters "·i ll be able to 
come fon,·ard to this House to show results in 
our Trunk .-\ roads, in our telecommunications 
in ou r Post Offices and the nrious plans tha~ 
have been made. Yet, the moment we decide 
on this ;\lotion, the tempo will be quickened. 
(Prolonged . .J.pplause) Every Minister will 
know that he has an assignment and cannot 
delay. If there is any obstacle, it must be set 
aside. Anything standing in the way must 
be brushed off because there is a task-an 
objective that must be attained at all cost. 
(Applause) 

Now, Sir, fo r a long time we have been 
talking about :\igerianisation. To have in
dependence to-day, with the type of Civil 
Sen·tce we have now, the whole th ing will be 
abo rt t\·e because, S ir, the Civil S.:rvice as it is 
to-day is manned by expatriates. Take the 
Federal Ci,·il Service-look at }~b r Staff L ist, 
Sir. Between now and 1959, it will have to 
become a i:Jurden that every aspect of the 
Government and the admini:;tration of the 
Federal territory must be reorganised and put 
to a standard that will be ab le to stand the 
impact of independence in 1959. 

Now, Sir, e,·en then, although the primary 
mandate to the delegates of this House and 
this Federation is to demand independence, 
yet, in demanding that independence, Sir, they 
will have to make certain amendments to the 
present Order in Council , in order to p repare 
for that date. Sir, I refer to the amendments 
necessary to, first of all, Section 88 of the 
Nigerian (Constitution) Order in Council, 
195+. Pa rti cularly, Sir, Sect io n SS (b) and 
(c). Now, Sir, Section 88 says: "The Members 
of the Council of Ministers shall be : " T he 
Governor-General, who shall be the President 
of the Council;" (b) indicates that "three 

e:•:-officio l\Iembers, namely, the Chief Secretary 
of the Federatio~· the Attorne\·-Gcncral of th~ 
f ederation and ti;e Financial ·Secre tar;· of rhe 
Federation shall also be :\!embers.;, \\' ith 
regard to (b), Si r, I say that befo re 1 1)5') at the 
London Conference the;e th ree offic ials must 
be rcmo,·ed from the Counci l of :\l ini>tcN. 
( . .J.pplause) Their posts must be aboli shcJ 
and in t heir places, Sir, there slull be a pro,·i
sio n mack for the p0st o t· Prime :\linistcr . 
There mus t be a Prime :\l ini stcr for the 
Federatio n. o f :\igeria, as a symbol of our 
nattona l umry. 

Xo" ·· S ir, (c) says: '"ten member; , who shall 
be styled :'.I inistcrs, of "·hom :-(i ) three shll 
be appou'ltcd b,· the Go,·t:rnor -Gencral b\· 
In:;trument unde.r the Public Seal•from among 
the Representatt,·e ;\{embers of the House of 
Represcntati,·es elected m the :\0rthcrn 
Region"-and then it goes on to sa,· th:n ,·ou 
will ha,·e three irom the othe r tm) Reaion; 
the East and the \Yest, and one fron~ th~ 
Southern Cameroons. X ow, S ir, that section 
must also be deleted , so thal the Prir-:1e :'.linister 
and the Governor-General can appoin t not 
less than tweh·e :.Vlinisters from the elected 
representati,·es of the people-not based on 
regional affiliation, because one of the weak
nesses of this House is regional att~chment and 
loyalty of the Federal ;\ linisters under the 
present Constitution. 

It will tccome necessary, Sir, fo r the Prime 
:'.Iinistc r to be the L eader of the Partv with an 
o\·erall majority, or in a colli tion witil another 
Party, or if it is that the best interes ts of the 
country can be served by forming a national 
Government by selecting from al l sides of the 
House, a kind of war emergency cabinet and 
all these people must be appointed bv the 
Governor-General on the advi~e of the Prime 
Minister. Then we shall know we have come 
to self-government preparing for independence. 

It means, therefore, that Section 6 f!) (a) and 
(b) of the Instructions under the Royal S ign 
:.V!anual and Signet, L.N. 11 9 of 1-95+, will have 
to be amended accord ingly. 

Sir, I have said, if you abolish the offices of 
the three ex-officio Members of the Council of 
Ministers then additional ;\{inistries will have 
to be created ; t!1t: :\I ini::; ~ r~: of f i : 1 ~nc...: : i. hl.: 
Ministry of Justice and then two additional 
Departments pending independence, the Depart
ment of External Affairs and a Department of 
Defence. A fully-fledged Department is not 
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" ·h3t we ha,·c nO\\". :\ D epartment where 
yrJU have definite officials preparing for the 
date of our independence, so that, as h3s 
happened in Ghana, \\·hen "·e lu\·e our indepen
dence in 1 <)5<), the Prime :\ Iin iste r can either 
take o\·e r the two ~tfo l ios, or will 3ssign 
somebody else to take o,·er one of them. It is 
" ·hen that is done that the q ues tion of training 
people for external atbirs will become a real ity, 
" ·hich it is not at the moment. 

Sir, th is cxpbins why we say we must ha,·c a 
period fo r preparation. I cannot see how all 
these can be done between now and Dccemba 
of this vear. It is absolutely imposs ible. \Ve 
cannot ·expect to become sdf-go,·e rning and 
independent to-day, and become a laughing 
stock to-morrow. It is better that we do not 
go that way. Sir, it will be better when the \\·hole 
nation is ge:ucd to this one objecti,·c ; when 
e\·cry man, \voman and child will be talking of 
this independence on such and such a date, 
when it will become part and parce l of their 
e\·ery day li fe , the water they drink, the food 
thcv eat the air that they breathe: in other 
wo;Js when the whole country is charged with 
the ~:) i r : : nf i n < : c ac n d~nce . nut if an\·bodv 
attem[Jts to disrupt this new machinery c~eated 
for this purpose-the purpose of our indepen
dence-he will find himself in peril. 

Yon will t1nd. Sir. th:tt the harmony which 
ha; nut existed ior some time will then be 
cre:tted . Yon "·ill find, S ir , that the so-called 
un ity which is purdy on top anc.l not 'n the 
bo twm will be "·ipcd Ol .. 'ltld the re~l spirit of 
th<: n,ttion will become oovious, and the leaders 
uf this country will come to learn that they ha,·e 
been appointed to se rve the peoplt:, not neces
sarily to rule them willingly, or unwillingly. 

:\ow, Sir, why is it necessary that these 
delegates representing this House should be 
g iven this mandate ? The reason is this : it 
will be most improper for this House to be 
represented without something as a guide to 
their fee t, and a light to lighten their darkness 
at the London Conference. 1\ow, Sir, I have 
not suggested anything explosive, I have only 
suggested those things which everybody knows 
are every day in the minds of the youth of this 
~ ~ --:.try and the people of this country as a 
whole. This, as I ha,·e said before, is the only 
House in this country that truly represents 
a cross-section of the country ; this House 

· dr~ws representatives from all Divisions. 
There is no Regional H ouse that represents 

this country as this House does. The East is 
a part of i41e whole, as is the \\'est, the i':orth 
and the £outhcrn Camt:roons : they an: all 
important pans but not the whole. Th'J.t is 
the reason "·hy their Houses are called 'Houses 
of Assembly.' It is s igniricant : the Eastern 
House of ,\ ;semblv, tht: \\'es tern H ouse of 
.-\ sscmbly, tht: :\o ri:hem H ouse of Assembly , 
and the Southern Cameroons House of 
Assembly-but what do \\·e ca ll th is House ? 
The House of Representati,·cs. (.-l.pplause). 
The Parl iament of the :\arion l (Interruption): 
Yes, we ha\"t: the ~bee. as one hon. M ember 
has suggestcd--{)ther Houses may ha,·e their 
maces, but we have the :\bee ! (.·!pplwuc). 
.-\ s we hct,·e been gi,·en that recognitio n, it is 
right and proper that at the C<>nst itutional 
Conference ou r delegates ·shou ld play a role 
commensurate with their stcttus anJ in ctccord 
with the wishes of the people of this cou ntry. 

S ir, l beg to mo,·e . ( .-!,~plwue.) 

M. Maitama Sule (Kano L"rban .-\ r~ct) : :\I r 
Speaker, Si r, I beg to second. (.-l.pplause). 

.-l.mmdment pr''P''~·ed. 

Chief S. L. .-\kin wl a \ \.J :< itun \i-e, :l : .\[ r 
Speaker, S ir, I listeneJ attenti,·dy to the 
Amendment ably mo,·ed by m y Friend hon. 
Jaja \\'achuku and seconded by ou r Friend 
:\Ia!lam ~bit:l!:l:\ Suk. T he >uhjcc: before 
the House is one of great n'tt ion:tl importance 
:tnci { t!; i ~ k tht..: bL·5t '.\":t ·: tO '""i\T it ~~ ~._; i r ~l 0 '1 f
tanCe that is due to it is t·hat it~ be faceJ \\"ith the 
utmos t spirit of unanimity. (Loud applaus.·). 
[n order that ::\igeria may speak with one 
\"D ice on this ,-ita! matter, with the leave of the 
Speaker of the House, I beg to accept the 
Amendment. (Prolonged loud applause.) 

Question, That the zvords proposed to be left 
ortt be left out, put and agreed to. 

Question proposed, That those words be there 
added. 

The Minister of Transport (;\I. .-\bubakar 
Tafawa Balewa) : :\lr Speaker, Sir, right from 
the start, I want to make clear the position of 
my Party, the :\orthern Peoples' Congress, on 
this most important question of self-govern
ment for the Federation of N igeria on a given 
date. 

I want the House to know that the Xorthern 
Peoples ' Congress, as a Party, has never 
reacheJ a linn ciectston on a detinitc date iur 
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the attainment of ::\ igc rian independence. 
The members of m\· Partv in this House. 
there fore, are taking part in. the discussion of 
thi s subject with a view to com·e,·in" to our 
Party the wishes of the :\!embers of tl~e House 
of Representativ\:s anJ to seck for the ir co
operation at the next Constitutional Conference. 
(.- lpplause.) Sir, once this is unders tooJ, we 
see no reason why we of the Congress should 
refuse to allow the House of Reprcsentat i, 'es 
the opportunity to ins t ruct their politica l 
Jdcgatcs to press fo r the fixing of a date for 
::\igcrian independence in I ')S<J. (Loud 
applause.) 

T he ::\orthern Peoples' Congress has neve r 
been at any ti me opposed to the idea of sclf
go,·c rn ment. (Chn rs. ) The nnk di rfe cencc 
bct\l·ecn us and the other Pa rties on this 
subject is the question of fixin g a elate. \\' c 
were opposed to the i(!ea o f fi~ing a da te for 
many reasons, and , Sir , [ ,ll~1 happy that 
to-day [ ha,·e the oppo rtunity to e~pbin those 
reasons. I do si ncere ly hope tha t [ sha ll be 
able to satisfy our critics and make them sec 
clearly our position so as to appreciate our 
dit!iculties . 

C: i .. ;., rJ~ .• r. ~ ~ · .....,, ,_ , ··.· · :.~ ·: ~ ~ . :: '·· · : .:..~ .. ·: 
oi hi~t~ ~:: [ - ~1~~n .. the tac t th.tt tli e Ikti,; h 
ente red this countrv from the sea. the arc:1s 
t hat we now call the ::\o rthern . the Eastern 
and \Vestern Rc~ions nf :\ i~c ria came undcr 
the Ori~ ::5 h .H.im:ni;; tr:n tn n at 1-li ::·..: r:...:nt tt :nes . 
Ih· ,·irtue of their bein~ ~en~nfl h i c:llh- ;!:u:u cd 
n~.tr tht.: 3C:l ( 0 .1:-) t, t::1..: \\ . ..: ::; t..:rn . .1n d ~ h·~ E:t.s t ~ rn 
Re~i o ns CJme unl!..: r the l1 riti si1 iru luc ncc 
mu~h earlier than the :\orthan Region. For 
this reason, :\[ r :3p~ctker, the rate of progress 
and de,·elopment in the :.::este rn European 
ci,·ili sation hds been une,·en with the ,-ast 
?\ orthern Region Jragging behind. 

For the purpose of making the position more 
clearly understood, I will in this speech refer 
to the Eastern and the \Vestern Region s 
together as the South. Now, in the field of 
W estern education the South is farther ahead 
of the :'-lorth and let us admit that whatever 
efforts the North may make, it will take some 

than 100 yea rs, we can be satisfied that we 
ha,·e not done badly. (Hear, hear). We 
should not forget, Sir, that the firs t e lementarv 
school in !\;orthern :--ligeria was opened i~ 
Kano in 1 <JOS . I think that it is to our cred it 
that we arc to-Jay able to speak on equal 
terms with the South. (Applause). I am 
happy to say that the North is now wide 
awake and I hope it will not be long before 
we o,·ertake the South. (Cheers)". H owever, 
:\I r Speaker, t ime is required for this, and we 
hope that in the interes t of us all and for the 
sake of i':ige rian unity, the people of the 
South shou ld exercise a litt le patience to gi,·e 
us time to catch up . 

\\·e s~i ll cherish the plea that the develop
ment ot a Federa l system of go,·crnment in 
any country b rgely depends on the even 
progress of the units comprising the Fedcra
tton. (Hear, hear). :\Ian at times, Sir, is by 
natu re suspicious, and it is therefore natural 
for the people of the North , though greater 
than the South in numerical strength, to fear 
domination. (Some /zan. :Uembers: No !) I am 
sorry to say, Sir, that those fea rs still exist 
and ther can onlv be erased from our minds 
h,· the ·most sincere practica l demonstration 
ot 6'lOJ \\ tll anJ by the unselfish co-opera tion 
of the South. (Hear, lzear). By thi s I mean 
that the South should have sympathy for 
our shortcomings and that they should not 
h·: too h:tst\· to condemn our action; . 

Sir. take the question of staff in our Publi c 
:-ien·iccs. The South "·irh its mam· schools 
and colleges, is producing hundreds ~i acade
mtcally and technically quali fied people for 
the Public Sen·ices. The common cry no"· 
ts Nigerianisation of the Public Services. It is 
most important in a Federation that the 
Fe?eral Public Service shall be full y represen
tati ve ~f all ~he units which make up the 
FederatiOn. Now, what do we find in :--ligeria 
to-day ? There are 46,000 men and women 
in the Federal Public Service. I have not 
been able to obtain the figures of the number 
of ).Tortherners in the Service but I very m11ch 
doubt if they even amount to 1 per cent. 

years before we can hope to reach parity \\"ith This is , Sir, an intolerable situation and 
the South in this fie ld. Sir, we ha~e not unless some solution is found it will continue 
been idle in exercising our energies to catch to be a cause of dissatisfaction and friction. 
up with the South, for if we compare the In the Regional Services we in the North are 
progress that we in the North ha,·e made in sincerely g rateful to all Southern officers who 
the last 50 yectrs of our British connection have served in the North (Applause) and we 
with the progress made by the South in more gladly recognise their services ; but I must also 
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say that our ::\orrhernisation policy is not :tn 
ingutitude , it is a policy now being :teti,·dy 
pursued by all the other Regiona l Go,-crnmcnts 
in the build ing of their Regio tn l Sc n· ices. 

:\Ir Speaker, people often forget that tht: 
peop le of Southern ::\ige ria came to be asso
ciated with the Brit ish pattern o f lcgislati,·c 
assembly about l '.J22 : but Wt: from the ::\orth 
ha\·e onlv co me to be associated \;·ith such a 
boJ': in ~l 1)+7 and ~! ~ • . • ~~ :c r ot. a t..: t.: ll tun i::; .1 

ver~: long ~tart in pui~ ti cal atf.tirs . I co ;t:; i ~h:r 
it a ereat achic,·cmcnt tlut in onlv ten years in 
the Legislature the represcntati\·c~ of the ::\orrh 
have lea rnt to hold their mm (Applause) an c. 
to-da ;:, on account of our modest contributions 
to our count ry's p ro~r~ss, we :uc in a posi tion 
to cli;cuss in our O\nt right thi s most import:tnt 
subject of ::\igerian independence. Surely, Sir, 
all reasonable people will agree that the 
::\ortherne rs ha,·e done ,·cry \\·el l (. -l pplame). 

I t is now about nincty-ti,·e years agn since 
the British adm inis tration o f ::\igeria surred. 
::\o o ne will doubt tha t ::\igcria has benent(ed 
imme nsely in its assoc iation with Britain and 
wha t ~ ·: e r pc.:opk n1ay s.ly a .~ :tin ::; t colu ni: .. di;o;nl 
and tile so -called im perialism the British 
peop le have demonstrated in prac ti cal terms that 
among all colon ial powers they are the best 
admi nis trators (Prolvn:;ed applause). By their 
grant of independence to the peoples of no n
European stock the Br itish have fully clemons
trateci thei r s incerity and honesty in the 
pursuanct.: of their colonial poli cv . I ndia. 
Paki :; tan, Ccvlon, and quit<: recently Chan :~. 
arc now all independent. British colonial 
policy is to gr:1nt >c if-governmcnt to all the ir 
co lonial territo ri es as soon as the people 
becorr.c ripe for it. ~ 

I t is a pity, :\! r Speaker, that in makin(! that 
policy th t.: British Governmen t did not lay down 
set standards which a colonial territorv mus t 
attain before the gran t of self-gove(nment. 
In mv ,·iew it is the lack of such s tandards which 
caus~s misunderstanding and •:nneces;:uy 
critici:;m. 

One fo rmer British teacher of mine summed 
up very clearly what I am trying to exp~ain in 
hi s introduction to a hi story book whtch he 
w rote. H<: used the following wo rds : "\\'<: 
do ne t ·:~:pcct ~n inf:~nt t<J show ~ratitude to a 
su rgeo n fo r sa,·ing its life. \\'e hope howeve r 
thc r ,;-~ .. en rhe inf·•n t !!rows to yea rs of discretion 
:.<. , , ,, ' t ,, ., .• :r:ough the surgeon 
dra\\s Il l> Icc tu n1.1Kc a Ii,·ing it is his experience 

and ad,· ice which had put the patient on hi s legs 
again , and until the cure is perm anent it is as 
well to ha ve the doctor close at hand". Sir , the 
child ha;; now come of age (Prolonged applause) , 
and wou ld li ke to thank the surgeon and ask to 
be discharged. 

I n discuss ing the ques tion of ::\ige rian 
sclf-go,·ernment one must spe:1k abou t unity in 
th<: countrv . ::\at ional L'nity in a coun t ry like 
~-l - • l:ri:.t \rhcrt! th~..: nlt.::tns o f c~b\" ~on1 munic:.ttiun 
ha ~c onlr been opened in the l~;t fifty yea rs is a 
thing ":hich cannot be achic,·cd 0\·ernight. 
floth time and patience arc requ ired, particubrly 
if one remembers ·the di,·ersc tribal communities 
which make up the country. :\!any parts of 
:\igcria did not even kno\\· of the existence of 
the othe r parts as recently as the beginning of 
this century. The: obvious facto r which wi ll 
bring abou t u nity amongst all ::\igerian peoples 
is the economic factor, but time is requ ired to 
work th is out. I have tr:n·clled cxtt:nsivcly 
th ro ughou t the Federation in the !as t fi,·e years 
and I must sav that I have disco,·ercd e\·cry
whcre that ali ou r communities are happily 
li vin" to" ethcr with one another in pe:1ce and 
that ·in tl~ose places w hcrt: disco rd is arising it is 
the politicians and our newspapers who preach 
disuni ty for their own ends and thereby foste r 
bitterness. (Applause) . For many yea rs befo re 
19+5 :\igerian tribes were Ji,·ing happi ly 
togc: ther in peace because at that time,. Mr 
Speaker, political parties were no t o rgantsed. 

This brin"S me to sav that as far as the nati ves 
. are conce rn~d there is ·no disunity i t politicians 
and nc\rspape rs wi ll no t go about preaching it . 
The polit ical parties and ne\\·spapers in ::\igeria 
must solelv be held responsible if we in this 
countrY fa(l to ac h ieve our national unit,·. This 
questi~n of unity in ::\igeria is often confused. 
It mav sometime; be difficult to understand 
what some people really mean by the word 
' unitv'. I hope that we are now all agreed that 
a Federal form of Government is the bes t for 
::\igeria and that any attempt to impose a centra
lised unitary system will just split the country 
(.-l pplause). Our di,·ersity must be recognised 
at the same time as we recog nise the importance 
of keeping our country together if we are not to 
disappoint the entire African race which looks 
to us for leadership. 

We are the biggest single African state in ~he 
world and we should regard it as a duty to bnng 
prestige and recognition to the African where_ver 
he may be in the world : that we can do th1s I 
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am certain , pro vided we are careful and bt.:come 
realists in dc:aling with the sit~J.tio n in o ur 
country. 

I think I can rig htly claim to h;n·e had some 
experience in this H ouse and, during my ten 
years of un broken legislati ve duties (_-.J.pplause) I 
ha,·e com e across many peo ple from the South 
who are most hones t and si ncere in tht: ir wish 
to r ::\ ig~ r i :nl unity anJ I h.t •: c nu doubt that 
there are thousands of others whom I ha,·e not 
ye t met. S ir, let us not play with the destiny 
of our country. \Ve who are privileged to be 
:Vlembers of the legislatu re owe it a; a duty to 
our people to bring this count ry toge thc:r. 
Those o f us who have travelled through other 
parts of the world know how important it is for 
N igeria to remain o ne. \Ve can exert great 
influence in wo rld affairs if we arc one-none 
if we are not. (Loud applause). 

F inally, :\lr Speaker, I mu;;t again ask for 
caution and patience. T ime is necckd to 
b ring abou t mutual unde rstanding, with ho nest 
and sincere determinatio n on the p:1rt nf c\·cry 
one o f us, I see no reason why we should n<.ot be 
ready to assume fu ll respons ibi lity fo r our 
affairs within the next few years. Let us all 
have the determin:ltion to work hard, not for 
ou r selfish inte rests but for the good o f the 
who le country ; let us all go out to campaign for 
better understand ing among our differe nt 
tribal groups. I appeal also to the Press in 
~ige ria to assist in th is cam paign. 

Our position as an undcr-de ,·eloped country 
.,is a most d ifficu lt one, especia lly in the world of 

to-day, and we must do all in our power to 
protec t ou r country fro m the ci,·il discord and 
st ri fe into which som e other countries-and 
here, :\l r Speaker, I am thinking o r· Indonesia
have fallen within a few years of achie,·ing their 
independence. 

Mr Speaker, I am suppo rting the Amended 
:.VIotion. (-~pplause) . Indeed, Sir, the success 
of our efforts will depend on our sincerity and 
honesty. (Loud applause). 

S itting Sttspended. 

Sitting resumed. 

Mallam .Maitama Sule ( Kano City): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise with the g reatest pride and 
pleasure to support this Amendment, with a 
profound feeling of support and confidence 
from all s ides of this H o use. 

No doubt, Sir, this is an :\mcndmcnt which 
should commend itsdf to all lO\·c rs of ::\igc: ria, 
people whose aim is to see ::\igt:ria united and 
unshaken. It should also commend nself to 
this hon. H o use, in particular, for it is barely 
fo u r weeks ago since the Governo r-General 
made hi ; fatherly appeal for g reate r under
stand ing and co -operation , and it is here, Si :, 
that we can sho .,,· our rc:ttltncss to accept th ts 
adYice , which is commendable to all of us . 

I t is in this ha n. H ouse, :md o n a :\lotion 
of this kind , that we can demo nstrate our 
sense of respons ibil ity, ou r m utual undt: rstand
inu and co-ope ration, and o ur dcsi rc: fo r a 
co':nprom ise , and abo\·e all, our realisation of 
one :--\igcriJ , one nation. 

• T o-day, S ir, people throughout the length 
and breadth o f ::\ige ria are lis teni ng with kcen 
interes t, with anxictv and in fact no t " ·ithout 
fear, to hear t he dcci~ io ns that wt: will reach on 
this rnnst important issue. \\'i th the co
operation that the Yarious political leaders of 
this countrv ha,·c been excrci s in~ quite 
recent!\·. the. populace ot ::\i gcri a are optimis tic 
about the decision that we " ·ill reach to-day. 
They are o ptimistic, S ir, because they know 
that the state of ::\igerian unity has J.!rcady 
be(!un to eerminate, and we in thi ;; h<J rl. House, 
ha~i ng always been the ad,·ocates of this 
unit,·. \\·i ll not o nl v "·ater tht.: seed, but also 
clear the useless ·weeds that may stop its 
urowth . In the circumstances. therefo re, I 
ha,·e no doubt that il •Jn. :\kmbt:rs in thi ;; 
Legislature will shu\\· wisdnm in their counsel , 
and the true 1·oice of the peop lt.: will the refore 
prevail. 

I must remind hun. :\Iembers, howe1·e r, 
that we in th is hnn . Hou,;c arc rhc ·x . ! : ~ h - dog-< 
of the Electorate. On their behalf, S ir, we 
can m ake and unmake ; we can p rove and 
disprove ; we can amend and reject, and on 
their behalf we can pass a law to change the 
Constitution of the country into any possible 
kind of Constitution. On their behalf, also, 
S ir, we can accept self-go,·ernment now ; we 
can accept it to-morrow ; we can accept it 
next year ; we can accept it at any time we 
shall think fit. With this heavy responsibility 
on our shoulders, and with the eyes of the 
people who have entrusted us with such 
respons ibility, eargerly kept on us, we must 
realise our own responsibility, and we must not 
fail thcm by any means. W e mus t, therefo re, 
all agree to accept nothing that would be 
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detrimental to the progress of the people 
economically, politically,.oocially and othen,·ise. 
And, by the grace of G tld, Sir , we sha ll dis
charge our duties to the populace of :\igeria 
efficiently, and collect ively, and may God 
gi1·e us the wisdom to think wisely, the courage 
to speak courageously, and the sense to speak 
sensibly, so that we may achie1·e our object ives. 

Now, Sir, the question of self-go,·ernment 
for Nigeria, in so fa r as its practicab ility is 
concerned, is already a foregone concl usion. 
Already, Sir, all the Regions are enjoying a 
very large degree of self-go,·ernment , and one 
can say that ve ry little po11·er, if any at all, is in 
the hands of foreigners. Self-go,·ernment, 
after all, is nothing but the passing of power 
from foreign hands to the hands of the indi
genous natives of the country. It is most 
amazing, Mr Speaker, if anybody is hones t 
and sincere to himself, to see the ,·e ry rapid 
prog ress that ha> been made 11·ithin such a 
considerab ly s hort period of time. Secondly , 
Sir , " ·hat so mnn1· countries fa ikd to Jo, and 
others did with bloodshed, :\ igeria, this land 
of our birth , did it so 11·e ll and oc:!cc fulk ond 
in a constitutional manner , that· 11·e can ·cont1-
dently say now, that we are enjoying a large 
degree of respon:.ible government. 

In this connection, Sir, I must be grateful 
not onlv to the Bri tish Go1·ernment and the 
British people, but also to ourse lves to r fighting 
an issue of such constitutioml imPortance. so 
peacefully. A few yea rs ago, nobo~ly dreamed, 
Sir, that we would be in the same position, and 
with the same status as we are to-day. It is only 
qu ite recently, S ir , and not wi"thout much 
consideration, that the North, which pre1·iously 
refused to make ~ny categorical statement about 
se lf-go,·ernment, tixed a date for it. The 
North, Sir, tixcd that date so tha t it might not 
continue to be a deterrent factor in the way of 
self-government for N igeria. Rightly, Sir, 
the East, which had at first decided to accept 
self-government as soon as possible (and in 
fact the slogan at that time was "Self-govern· 
ment fo r Nigeria now") became a bit considerate 
with us, and they came down, just as we had 
come down, half way to meet our and their 
demands. This they did in order that they 
might honour their pledge and so that they 
might be sincere in their declared policy of one 
Nige ria. 

We made sacrifices, and the East also did 
make sacrifices. The West, Sir, also did it, 

and to-day \\"estern :\ig~ ria is quite prepared 
to see eye to eye with an~· part of this f edera
tion, fo r the uni ty of :\ig~ria. (.-i. pplau;e). 

llut :\I r Spe:tker, self-gove rnment or inde
pendence is a subject tint must be discu~sed 
carefully, and tact fully. :\ ny attempt, Sir, 
by any part of the country, to impose its will, 
o r dicta te to other parts , will be detrimental 
to a united :\ige ria. In this wise, therefore 
there must be de,·doped a spirit of tolerance 
and compromise when the subject is being 
debated. I wish, Sir , to sav that had we been a 
little more con ; ider:tte and. mo re tolerant with 
one another. N i\;e ria would have been self
gon;rning a long ti 1ne ;.1go. 

:\lr Speaker, Sir, [ wish to record the inciden t 
of !953 when a similar \lo tion was debated in 
the uissolvcd House of Representatives, and 
when, a:; a result of that \lotion an incident 
which I do not wish to recall hap pened. Hon. 
:\!embers, Sir, might not h~1·c been aware that 
it is tho.: aftermath of this incident that made us 
wiUcr ap.1rt.. But for the st..:n ::-i ~ of forgi\·cness 
11·hich is prc1·alcnt amDng :Ill of us. :\ iger ia 
','. · ~ .: ._: : . .. · • • : ;_, ...,..;;( d, i-J:...:\......: :> 1 ~li .L; .. d ~ LH itc.:d ~t..:' -d:..ly. 
Thank Goc: : l n~;;s th.tt we h:tl·e del·d op.:d that 
spirit of compromise, and tlut ,,pi rit of forgivc
n,·ss. :\o hoi: t:s t person, Si r, would lik~ to sec 
the COIIntry dil·odt.J . 

So much, Sir, fo r that so.:lf-go,·c · nmenc 
:\lotion. 

llv no means, Si r, arc we tr1· ing to sto p o r 
e1·en delay self-go,·e rnmcnt for Nigeria. Self
governmen t, after all is bound to come whether 
we li ke it or not. The scramble for power 
in the Dark Continent of .-Hrica by ditfercnt 
European nations took place simul taneously, 
and. to -da1·. the sc ramble fo r independen ce in 
the same Continent of Africa is taking place 
simultaneoush·. So that whether we like it or 
not we must iuove with, or else be moved by. 
the tide. 

Mr Speaker, we in Northern Nigeria feel 
that we cannot deceive the eighteen million 
inhabitants of the North and accept on their 
behalf anything which they may later regret. 
We believe that fo r any country to enjoy 
freedom. and in the real sense of it, it must be 
free from fea r, free from poverty, and free 
from ignorance. Certainly, it takes some 
time to get prepared for a ll these things, and 
they are, Sir, by arrangements of nature, 
things that cannot happen o1·ernight. They arc 
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things which can only be brought about by 
gradual de,·clopment. 

As things s tand to-day, the East and W est 
ha1·c gone far ahead of us in-so-far as the 
ach ic,·cment of these objecti ,·es is concerned 
and, while we do not grudge any one Region 
for that nutter to accept se lf-go,·e rnment at 
an1· time most com·en ient to it , we on our 
pa~t ha1·e made up our minds to accept self
vo ,·c rn menr in 1959, when we think we will 
be equipped to shoulder all the respon:; ibilities 
11·hich self-go1·c rnment 11·ill bring with it. 
:\lr Speaker , [ am glad to ;; av that some people 
ha1·c seen 11·ith us and ha,·e apprecia ted our 
prol: lcms and d ifficulties . l t follows, there
fo re, that 11·hi lc other Regions are ready we 
arc still a bit beh ind from our own goal. 

!\ow, all along we have been concentrating 
much of our attention on the Regions, trying 
to complete in orde r to get them up to the 
standard so that all the Regions may march 
shoulder to shoulder with one another. The 
Federa l G o,·e rnment, on the other hand, 
which is the interwe:~,· ing link, has rece i1·ed, 
as far as this is co ncerned, 1·erv little attention. 
Therdorc, whi le some Regio ns may attain 
self-go,·ernment this year, or next year , the 
f ecleration must prepare a bit more for it. 
.-\ s has been suggested, we must get certain 
things in order before we are able to be quite 
on our own. From all sides of this House, 
Si r, there iu; Jlways come the com plaint that 
in order no t to make a mockery of self-go,·ern 
mcnt , o r indepcnder.ce. :\igeria must ha1·e its 
Ci1il Service, at !::ast :~ prominent post in the 
Civil Sen·ice, manned by a ::--<i gerian. We must 
ha1·c an e!ii.cicn t f o reign Sen·ice, properly 
manned by :\igerians. \Ve must ha\·e a 
C~.H.Hh.! ~ vi ~ I i nistt,; Ll ~or..> ~i~ ut~.: ... : i;l .;;uch J WJY 
that there will be no white faces there. T here 
must be, amongst other things, Sir, which 
may be considered as minor, the Nigerian 
National Anthem, and the National Flag. 

All these, S ir, have to have time to develop 
properly. By 1959, Mr Speaker, all the 
different Regions in Nigeria will have got 
their self-government and during this period 
of time arrangements can be made for a fully 
independent ~igeria as soon as all the Regions 
are on their own. 

It must be recalled, Sir, that anyth ing done 
in a rush and without careful preparation is 
bound to break into pieces. Let us, therefore, 

save N iger ia from breaki ng into 
Furthe rmore, S ir, certain i;s:Jes are 
stake, and have not ye t been resoh'ed. 
are also major issues. 

pieces. 
~ till at 
These 

There is still the question ~'breaking the 
country into states , which is a contro,·ers ial 
matter; the question of l:.ou ndarv, abou t 
\vhich some po litica l pa rties ln•:c been making 
a fuss has no t been finall y se tt k d. The Lagos 
and Colonv State :\ [o,·e.ment is s t ill pressing 
for a separ~te colony. The :.: !gerian Currency 
is not yet in the making. much less can lt be 
said to be on its fee t. The Federal Prime 
Minister, to which all pa rti es ha1·c agreed, 
would mean reshuffling of thr. Cabinet. And 
all these things are th ings to which we mus t 
turn our attention fo r the next two years. 

Sir, unless we are able to solve these prob
lems, and unless we ha1·e actually been able to 
soh·e them, we shall be merely dece i1·ing 
ourseh'es if we accept independence f•>r the 
whole Federat ion of ::\ igeria. 01·cr and abo1·e 
all these thi ngs, Sir , the re are sti ll certain 
intricacies and technicalities which must be 
dealt with. The s1·stem of re :enue allocation, 
for instaace, will have to be re·;ised , and this 
is a most important issue. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I mu:;t ; ~nke it clear that 
with all these problems before us, and with all 
the in tricac ies of constitutionJl technic.1lities , 
:'oligeria has got the men capab~e of shouldering 
all the responsibilities that sdf-go,·e rnment will 
bring with it. In any fi eld, Sir, Nigeria will 
not be found wanting, but to bui l~ a house is 
one thing, and to furnish it ready for human 
abode is another. At this stage Nige ria has 
been able to build the house. W e only need 
to furn ish it , and we need to lu,·e the time and 
2r:1p!c opportunit;· to furnish the house. 

Finally, Sir, I wish to make this appeal to all 
political leaders of Nigeria and -the C ameroons, 
that N igeria and the Cameroons have come to 
stay under these political leaders and, therefore , 
S ir, each one of them should not, and cannot, 
in fact, do without the other. Let us, there
fore, sink our differences, and shape the destiny 
of a Nigeria in which we may enjoy life more 
abundant. Let us make it clear, therefore, 
that if anything goes wrong with Nigeria, all 
of us will be held respo nsible. 

:VIr Speaker, I beg to support. 

Hon. Victor Mukete, Federal Minister : 
:VIr Speaker, I rise to correct the impression 
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that has been created by some of the hon. 
\ kmbers who ha,·e spoken in th is Debate, that 
the Southern Cameroon~ will fo rm part and 
pared of an independent X igcria. (Applmue). 
I " ·i,;h to correct that impress ion, and I am 
,·cry so rry, Sir, that this will not be ,·c ry 
pleasing to hon. ;\ [embers, but I have to say 
what r ha\·<: in mind . l-Ion. ;\[embers should 
by now ha,·c been com· inccd of the \·ery 
strong ·desire of the people of the Cameroons 
for the reunificat ion of the British and French 
Cameroons . . .. ( lntaruption). 

Mr Spe aker : Let us listen in silence. 
There is a terrible lot to he sa id to-dav, and let 
us hear it. -

Hon. Victor Mukete : The people of the 
Southern Cameroons, S ir, would very much 
like to sec the F cdc ration of l\igeria attain 
independence as proposed by the amended 
\lotion, for they know that the attainment of 
indepemkncc by the Federat ion will mean, 
o r will hasten the attainment, of independence 
b,· the British Cameroons which in turn will 
! ~ad to the reunificatio n of the Cameroons. 

I need sav no more here, Sir, about the 
furore of the-Cameroons, for that matter is one 
for the people of the Cameroons, Her \Ltjesty's 
Go,·e rn ment , and the C nited Xations to 
decide. \\"hat I would like to do here, Si r, is 
to disabuse the minds of hon. M emb.:rs of the 
!cars and suspicions some of them often 
entertai n "·hcnc,·e r the asp irations of the 
peop le of the Cameroo ns with regard to the 
fu r u ~-: of thctt count r:· 'trc e:-.:presscd. \\"e, the 
peof'le of the CJmeroons , bear no ill -,•;ill 
tO\\.,trds :\ ige ri a as a whole , o r towards any part 
of it. \\'e ,·a lue th<: friendsh ip we ha\·e formed 
sine.: the attachment of the British Cameroons 
to :\ige ria as a mandated territory under the 
League of ~ations Mandate and, afterwards, 
as a Trust T erri tory of the Cnitcd \fations. 

But \\·e arc faced with a peculiar problem, 
S ir, a real p roblem which, I think, it is very 
d ifficult for even our most sympathetic friends 
to appreciate . We feel we must salvage the 
French Cameroons from the French Union. 
That is a sacred duty to which Cameroons 
~ationalists are dedicated, and until reunifi
cation is ach ieved the question of political 
relations of the British Cameroons with 
oth.:r West .-\ frican T errito ries ,., only of 
academic interest. 

:'llr Speaker, much has been said about the 
future emergence of a West African Fcdera-

tion. Perhaps it is safe r, at this stage , to 
talk of a Confede ration of \\'est African States. 
With this idea at the back of our m inds, 
nobody need fea r that the reun ification of the 
Cameroons "·ill mean the loss of the Cameroons. 
On the contrary, Sir, it ~· we ll mean the 
wi nning of a mo re prospero us Cameroons, a 
Cameroons " ·ith a population of over 5 million 
people and with an area about three-quarters 
the size of :\ige ri a. 

I say thi s with caution, Si r. as I do no t wish 
to commit the people of the Cameroon; on this 
issue. But I am emphatic, Sir, that with th.: 
display of statesmanship on the part of Xigcrian 
leaders, there can be no doubt that a uni fied 
and independent Cameroon:; will, naturally, 
come closer to :\igcria. I am perhaps asking 
too much of Xigerian leader:; but there is no 
doubt in my mind that, with statemanship, 
we stand a chance of getting a bigge r Came
roons closer to Xigeria. 

In conclusion, Sir, I " ·i:;h to pay the highest 
tribute to the British Gm·ernment for the 
magnificent \\·ay it has so far ca rried out its 
obligat ions in the political fie ld under the 
International Trusteeship --'-sreement . The 
pro~ress "·hich the South~rn Cameroons has 
made of late is someth ing " ·hich is really 
wonderfu l. I ha\'e no doubt that the British 
Go\-crnmcnt "·ill cont inue to discharge its 
responsibilities in this manner, until indepen
dence is attained. But independence can have 
meaning onl v if there is economic progress. 
That is "·in· it is imporum f•>r all who <I re con
cerned "·ith the futu re of t h ·~ Cameroons, Sir, 
to address thcmsch·cs in carne:;c t~ the economic 
aspects of tha t T errito ry. 

S ir, I beg to support . 

Mr J. M. Udochi (.-\fc nmai): ;\1[r Speaker 
after having seen d isp layed on the Floor of this 
House this morning so much generosity on the 
part of no less a person than the Leader of the 
Opposition, and after haYing listened to a most 
inspiring speech by a Member of the Council 
of Ministers, a good ci tizen of ~igeria of whom 
all of us are proud, the Minister of Transport 
(Applause), my heart is full to overflowing and 
out of the abundance of my heart I hope to 
g ive yo u a little. 

Now, Sir, in respect of this Amendment 
that independence of this country should be in 
1959, I wish to tell the House some of the 
problems on the way of independence at the 
moment. In this country, we are committed 
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to having a Federal Constitut ion; there can 
be no..going back on that issue. Sir, in any 

· orthod~ Federal Constimtion , one ofte n 
finds that it is a quest on the part of two or 
more states seeking strength through the 
m.:dium of union. Ou r own Constitution, 
our Federal Constitu tion, is quite unorthodox. 
I t is not the un ion of various States seeking 
to get st rength by union; " ·c a rc in_ a process 
ot' rc ,·ers ing the process of orthodo:-.: tcde raltsm. 
\\"e arc engag.:d in the busines:; of di,·iding 
up a coumry already un itecl, into parts , in 
order that we migh t ha,·e the pleasure, or s h:~ll 
[ say the disple.tsur~. of uniting them in a 
Federa l Constitution. That is not a small 
business. 

Sir, if we must di,·ide this count ry up into 
StJtes and then federate them, we must sec to 

it that the asoirations of all the sections of 
the countn· a'rc taken into cons iderati c>n in 
such a d i,·ision. \\ 'e a re engaged in a di ,·i ; i, n 
and in a di,· ision we must consider the whims 
and caprices, the aspirations of ou r people , 
and in this particular regard I say, Sir, ~I t· 
Speaker, that it '.,; my duty and pri,·ilege to tell 
this august assembly that the people of Benm 
and Del ta ProYinces o t· the \ \ - ~s<e rn Region Jr..: 

decided that so fa r we he1,·c agreed to di,·iding 
the countrv and ha,·e states thev \\·ant to form 
an autono~1nus unit "·ithi~ the. Fetl~rati o n nf 
N ige ria . This is one ot the problems that 
must be soh·cd before independence. 

I kno w th :.t t th l.' rc Jrt! so me people in :\ i!!c ri~l 
"·ho preach the economic heres,· chatthc \hl
\\"est State is not ,·ia ble. \\.hat aitcr all ts 
,·iabilitv [ ask ~ S ir, it shows ignorance of the 
economv of this country for anybody to say 
th<lt th~ \lid-\Yes t S tate wi ll not be ,-iable. 
What makes 0."igeria viable I ask ? S ir, those 
who arc familiar with the economics of states , 
kno"· that :\i,cria is one of the primary pro
ducing count~ies of the world ; i~ is viab le 
because of its agricultural productton, and tf 
one considers the products of Xigeria, one 
thinks of the palm produce, the cocoa, the 
ruhber and the timber of the South, and one 
thinks of the groundnuts and cotton of the 
0io rth . If you look very closely can anybody 
who knows the geography of this country say 
that the :\lid-West State is deficient in any of 
these things ? I say " :\o". The Mid-West 
produces its own quota of palm l'roduce ; 
produces its own quota of cocoa and , tf I may 
sav so. leads all others in the production of 
ruhbcr and tim be r. 

So. that fo r anvbodY to suml on the Floor 
of this House, as ".a,; J ane n :nc few "·ceks 
:1"0 , <1nd s'tv that the \l id- \\'es t St:tt e will not 
b~ ,·i:tblc , (s an economic erro r. Sir. if it is 
agreed [ am happy, beect use th,tt is one ot t!'c 
problems which must be sokec..l h ctu r~ t nJep~n
dencc i,; gran ted to thts country. b ·erd1<)c..ly 
wants thi s country to be independent, but in 
doin!! so "·e must tidy up all the odd end; and 
co rne rs of ou r State . \\- ~ must :;ce that ~ll 

that i.; necessary in o rder to g~: t :1 stabk G ~ > \·crn ~ 
mcnt is achieved, and what i> n~ccssc1ry to 
~chic,·c a stable Go,·crnment i,; th:tt we mu st 
concede that the counrrv mll wo rk better if 
smaller States arc crea:cd . It" the bugbear of 
an,· S tate trvino- to secede because it think:; 
it ·is self-sutllcie~t, can be u::cn out. :tnJ t1te 
onk wa\· \\·e can take th .t< ou t is h,· ;plitr in <; the 
cou.ntr: ·intc) .5rnaller uni:s. 

\ l r Sp~akcr, I beg co support . 

The Minis ter of Land, Mines and Power 
(.-\lluji \ luh,tmmadu Ribadu ) : \ [r S peake r. 
Sir. the ~ran t of ind~pendence to co lont:tl 
te rritor ies whene\·e r the,· are reath· for it, has 
been the declared pol icy ·of the British Go,·ern 
m~:n t. \\"c know th:1t :~is ?·"' !:c:· is tru:: .t: ~d 
:1l so 3 serious one, bec.:.usc..: alrc:tJy we..: hl\'C 

witnessed its implemen u tion in countries li ke 
India Paki,;t an and, Q Ltit~ recent!,·. i :1 our 
sistcr .krri tf)rv of Gh ~l n.{. ' l" i1 c..: :.; ·:c..:! ~ t~ tn th0sc..: 
countries which culminat~d ia thei r indepen
dence. ha•;e not onh· amrmcd our hopes but 
h ~p; c.; ~~ 1.'l: ll tl.) much r·I)O-.: ~·1) [ ~ : l n;.l:-; :1 :. 

:\[r Spt::lkcr, it is :.1 n:ttu r:ti t h in~ t':>r .1 n.n:un 
when it e1pp roaches political nuturit:; to ask fo r 
and be gi,·en poli tical .:mancipation ... . (Hear, 
hear) . .. . This natural analogy is q uil.e true in 
the human famih-. The ch ild that the parents 
have brought -forth and nurtured , finally 
becom~s adolescent and then the tit:-tc comes for 
him to start liie on his own. Sir, no date can be 
fixed for this event, but when the time comes 
and the child is read\·, as ind ,~ed all normal 
children must be, then there is one duty left 
for the parents, namely, to liberate the chi ld 
with their blessing and do all they can to en ab le 
him to make success of his fuller life .... (Hear, 
hear) . . . . 

As with a dependent child , so too with _a 
de pendent territo ry and its people . . S tr, thts 
natural question of independence or lt beratton, 
or whatever people like to call it, is not _e1 m:tttz r 
to be, or can be, set to a time-table. \V he never 
the stage is reached, it must take plact: ; 
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but not before that stage is reached. Some 
politica l parties may say tha t in their o"·n ,·icw 
::\ige ria is overdue for self-government or 
independence. Surely, they arc entitled to 
thei r own views. Some sav that it should be 
righ t now, but some more con,;c rvati,·e people 
who take c,·erything into consider:ttion, and 
of whom I am one, prefer the slow hut steady 
progress to this undisputed goal. (Hear. lt ~ar ). 

.. \\.hen we arrive at the b ; t milestone, 
when we think we han.: co,-crcd the whole 
d istance of experience and necessary gu idance 
and when we fee l sure that independence if 
demanded and given we shall be ab le to make 
t he best usc of it for the benefit of the coun try 
as a whole, then we shall not hesitate to b,· 
claim to it ; \vc are sure it will never be denied 
to us. 

:\lr Spcaka, the amendment which l stand 
to suppo rt is a sort of wmpromise . ... . (Hear, 
hear) ... . T he matter of :;df-go,·ern mcnt is a 
delicate issue. It is a very vi ral matter arfccting, 
as it does, very closely the li,·es o~ the peop le we 
repn!sent. It is a matter for deep reAection, 
sober consideration and unhastv discussion . 
l\hny decisions taken in haste, many discussions 
concluded in a hurry, only come to be regretted 
at leisure. \\"e must step boldly and del ibe
rately. \ Ve should not c:1use our feet to falter 
or our thoughts to wa,·er because oi our own 
inord inate haste. 

:\·Ir Speaker, as my Colleague, the :\Iinister 
of Transport, has just said . mv Parry has ne'w 
set a definite date for the self-go,·ernment or 
independence for ~igeria but it has, ho"·ever, 
committed itself to Re~ional self-government 
for Northern Nigeria in the year 195\l. .\nd, in 
my personal view, it "·i ll therefore not be 
entirely out of place to contemplate indepen
·:! ~ :-: c ::: for \"ig:cria :n t~1:1 t ::\!:lr . . . . (.l;;!.::Et') . 
What the amendment seeks is that this House, 
as the l\lover of the amendment has rightly 
said, desires to give a mandate to those who are 
politicians among the Federal Delegates to 
demand independence for N igeria at the forth
coming Constitutional Conference. What I 
would like to say on this point is that it is up to 
these able delegates to carry with them the 
wishes of the i'Vlembers of this House, which is 
the highest Legislature in the land, and to 
reconcile this view, which will also be their 
own view, with the views of other t.ldegatcs 
attending the Conference .. . . (Hear, h~ar) . It 
is hoped that after this next one, there will be 

no further Conferences abroad tn connect ion 
with the Nigerian Constitution. . . ( Profon;:cd 
applause) . . . . 

:VIr Speaker, that sdf-go,·ernment will come 
is a certainty. It is a natural outcome of 
tutelaoe that maturity will come one dav . 
The ,;'nly matter for the rep resent3ti,·cs of the 
countrv to decide is "·hethcr the tbtc t0 be 
tixcd f~r it is the right one, ha,·ing regard to all 
the ci rcumstances. Speakin!; fo r my;df, Sir, 
I think the date I 'J5'J will be a reasomb le 
compromise . .. . (Hear, hear). . It is about 
t \\·o years hence and it gi,·cs a margin of ti me 
for the necessary reAcction and necessary 
preparation to take place. \\'e cannot take such 
a step without th is think ing and preparation. 

:.\Ir Speaker, when we spe3k of indepe ndence, 
we must realise that it means a lot to the nation . 
The achievement or e\·en the prospects of 
independence should no t lull us in to a sta te of 
complacency. Great responsibi lity comes to 
rest upon our shoulders because it is then that 
we claim to have our rightfu l place among the 
free natio ns of the world and we shall be left to 
our own devices. T he re is no reason to suggest 
our inability to measure up to the task. \Ve 
must, however, make allowances for the fact 
that as human bei ngs no one of us is perfect. 
\Vc must make mistakes. but when we make 
these mistakes we must learn from them and 
not keep on copyi ng them and repeating them. 

Several problems wil! confront us and several 
difficulties will beset us. \\"e must face them 
with realism and so h-e rhcm with determination. 
.\ s Sir John :VIacpherson , our former Governor
General once said in this House, we ·are lucky 
that Nigeria is one of rile very fe w countries 
to-day in the world that can solve its problems 
within its own boundaries. . .(F-f~ar, hear). 
Let us hope that no problems will arise and 
=l--.0u!d :1 !::: ? = "' '"' ! · ·~: .1 ;;: .;..: , : ~·u : .,.,.c :i!ull .1l ·.r.1::s 
be able to so lve such problems together in an 
amicable spirit. . . (Cheers) . . 

Sir, N igeria , as we know the country to-day, 
has been brought into existence by hard work 
and selAess se rvice of the British people. I t is 
the product of such toil and sweat that is being 
handed to us. It is our duty to preserve it, 
Gent lemen, and not to destrov it. It is useful 
in this conm:ction to refer to a statement made 
in this House sometime ago by my han. Friend, 
Mr Fani-Kayode, that there is unity among the 
people and various tribes of Ni~eria, but that 
the menace of ou r time is the political disunity 
that is rapidly gaining ground in the country. 
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Th:s is a fact, but its app reciation is at the same: 
time a challenge to all of us no t to allow our 
politics to jeopardise the well-estahltshcd untty 
and friend ly relation,; th roughout the country .. 
(Hear, hear) .. T o prcscn·c tlus untty, .:\Ir 
Speaker, we must learn to curb the 1r~espons~ble 
statements made by political parttcs agamst 
each other because -these are the thmgs that 
fomen t hatred and cr~:lte bitterness. 

I know some peo ple will say that these _abus.es 
and irresponsibilities arc not pecuhar to =" tgena , 
but to them I wi ll sav that there IS no reason 
why people in ~igeri~ should nut be quoted as 
good or better examples. To come nearer 
home · look at what poht1ca l bitterness caused 
in Gh~na . On the ,·ery e,·e of their indepen
dence, this pol itical bitterness became a source 
of anxiety to thei r leaders and supphe? fuel fo r 
sco rnful ~ritics. Fo rtunate!~· . these dtfferences 
were smoothed out in the nick of time. If there 
is anv lesson to be learn t from this experience, 
Gentlemen, then we should do better. 

Mr Speaker, by asking for independence we 
are also seekina to be reckoned mth other 
nat ions of the '~orld and to be recognised by 
them. The whole world will in turn expect us 
to live up to thei r expectations. I rresponstb le 
statements made for political reasons. may be 
misconstrued to mean poli tical inst:1b1hty. :\ 
young growing country li~e ::\ige ria needs all 
the ooodwill it can uet . \\ e must also remem
ber ~hat some of o:r ci•:i l and political inst itu
t ions are the measure of light that our coun trv 
sheds abroad and at home. They reAect the 
dignity of the country in our own eyes and 
others judge them by our own reverence for 
them. When for political reasons we begm 
unnecessary and fri,·o lous attacks on these 
institutions we at once drag th.:m :n the mud 
before our own pub lic, and to those abroad 
already critical of the .:oun<ry"s ~ 'l ! i tio l 
advancement, they are taken to ?e .s1gns of 
immaturity and political irrespons1b thty. 

i\Ir Speaker, we cannot mention the question 
of independence without sparing_~ome thought 
for the services rende red to N 1gena by the 
British people ... . (Appfause). I remember 
those days when there ':as no such country. as 
Nigeria. The present ::\1gen~ that 1~ mar~hmg 
confidently to independence 1s a fittmg tnbute 
to the hard work and devotiOn of those who 
have laboured to bring the count~y togeth.er 
politically. ecor:omiolly a~d soc tall y. \v ~· 
to-day, are the mhentors oi the1r good work. 

Speaking for mys:lf, and I b-elieve for man~ 
more millions of ~wenans , I make bold"!! sa~ 
that we shall ne,:::r be ungrateful tu• the 
Brit ish .. .. (Hear, hear) .... We can co nfide.ntly 
lor. .. fo rward to the da vs of the new rclattonsmps 
th~ lie ahead when· the erstwhile chi ld ~hall 
become a man and walking by the s1de ot h1s 
forebears, each shall be the support of the 
other, each the friend of the other, clra\\·tng 
inspiration from mutual confidences and pan !"\· 
of esteem , and se tting a noble example to other 
struggling people to whom freedom ts also near. 

i\lr Speaker, . S ir, I beg to support the 
amendment. (Prolonged applause) . 

Chief T . T . Solaru (ljebu East} : :\lr 
Speaker, on such an occasion as this it. is 
imperati,·e to pause awh1le and look bac.k, e' en 
though our job is to look forward. \ve must 
look back because we have not go t to thts stage 
mereh· bv our own efforts , and I am ,·ery 
pleas~d tl1at those who have ~poken before me, 
especially the hon. ;\ ltnls ter ot Land , .: lmes an~ 
Power ha,·e alreadv ablv drsposed ot ou r dut: 
to th~se who have heiped us to this sra,::e . 
Simply because we want independence and 
freedom should not depm·e us of that opportu
nitv to exercise what is innate in us, the :\ trrcan 
sense of grati tude to those who ha,·e helped us. 

Si r in that number we include Go,·ernm.:nr 
office ~s . missionaries , busines;; men, and all 
"·ho have in anv measure helped us to real1se 
ourse:,·cs and helped to fire us with ambitior: 
to stand on our own fc:et, and to them I woulu 
say ~1is , especially . in these days when there 
is so much uncertamty of what IS to become 
the fate of those who have so far made this 
place their second home : I would say thts , 
that they must not thmk that tlus mdependence 
and ·freedom coming for us, is merely to r 
ourselves- as a matte r of fact the fight lo r 
::\igcr ian independence is al so c! fight for tr.eir 
own liberation. 

I will illustrate what I mean, S ir. A good 
many of them, in fact near! y all of them, ,~· il.l 
view the coming of our freedom wtth rehel , 
for despite themselves the starchmcss of 
office the hardness of the official circle, has 
sort ~f frozen, or enci rcled their genial souls, 
making it imposs ible for them to. express 
themselves as they would ; for desp1tc th1s I 
know that a good many of them who come her~ 
han : the milk of human kmdness wluch they 
" ·auld ,·e rv olad ly share with us, if they were 
not hamp~red by officialdom. To them tt wtll 
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There is no. doubt that ":hat we unanimous ly i\fr Speaker, [ suppo rt. (.·l pplause.) 
ask mil be gtven to us wtthout any struggle. 
The people are ready; it is only left for us to 
make use of this opportuni ty. 

A free :\igeria will be required to exercise 
~reater economy in 4iir ~ expend itu re of public 
tunds, and I \\·arn this House that pride and 
va in gloriousness will work out ou r do1mfall. 
Greater cohesion, with foresight, national 
planning and dc,·tlopmen t, will assist us to 
come to that p romised land which we spoke of. 

There are some people who bel ieve that 
there can be no honesty in politics. This is 
an unfortunate train of though t that must be 
scrapped in a free :\igeria, when :\ige ria will 
ha,·e attained full nationhood. Spiritual nlues 
and mora l quali tie.s " ·ill produce stable go,·ern
ments. In order to inspire the confidence of 
the outside world anything short of this will 
make us regret. \ 1:c look for one :\ige ria : 
one that is in all respects a leader. One 
leader, one Prime :\linister, one Ambassador. 
(Laughter). It is no use having a multitude of 
.\mbassadors; but that does not constitute :.till' 
problem. • 

r personally deplore that new doctrine of 
trinity in :\igerian political set-up . \\"e must 
be one, one in everything, otherwise there wi ll 
be much di,·ision in the camp. 

As I am going back to my constituenc,· 
tomorrow, I will be able to te ll them that thi~ 
coun try is on the threshold of independence, 
and that many people in this countrv are 
looking for what is past, setting examp le to 
the Regional Legislatur~ so that if we all 
agree as we ha,·e all agreed to-day, that we 
shall ha,·c our independence when the London 
Conference begins, I have no doub t whatever 
that God shall be with us and with our people. 

The last thing I want to say is that we should 
seek first the unity of :\igeria and her welfare, 
and all her poss ible interests. But if vou 
begin to seek sd~ ::~s t , I am sure that we shall 
fail. It is not the prayer of mine, or my Party, 
that we should fai l. \\"e should all work 
together and see to it tha t we succeed. There 
are many people in this country who thought 
that they would not live to see this country 
united under one Go,·ernment, as people who 
ha,·e realised their greatest ambitions, to 
re~to re the unity of th is country, that they 
mtght one day wake up and fine! that all their 
ambitions have fai led. I commend the spirit 
which has ~uided this House to-day to cnn
tinue. 

The l':'! inister of Communications and 
Aviation·(Dr the bon. K 0. :\l badiwc): l ri se 
to support the .-\ mendment. In doina so. I 
wish bon. i\lcmbcrs of the Hou$e to appreciate 
the full significance of this .-\mendment. I n
depende n~e for the country we lo,·e is a grave 
and $Criou$ issue, wh ich ha$ taxed all our 
strength <llld energy in the past and which we 
will go on $triving for until it has been finally 
achieved. 

r thi nk it is only fitting on this important 
occasion to mention some of t he names which 
figured flrominemly in the vangua rd of our 
struggle tor treedom. l am sure :\!embers of 
the House will wish to reca ll the $ervices of 
such men as Herbert :\ l ac~ulay. Dr \"aughan, 
Dr A. deniyi Jones, Egerto n Shynglt.:, j ibril 
:\fartinsand Eric 0. :Vfoo re . They, along with 
people ltkc Ernest lko li, Sir Fran~is fb iam and 
manv others, too numerous to mention here 
mad~ contribution for creatina the ci rcums~ 
tances wh ich have pa,·ed th; wa,· for the 
progress made in our const itutional $trun-crle.
\Vith the mention of these old and respc~~ed 
names, we can recall the milestones which 
have been passed along th<! roaJ to :\igerian 
tndcpe~dence. The a~quisition of political 
power ts the ambttton of any country. Deny 
thts to Jny country, \f r Speaker, and you 
invite hum.an misery expressed in perpetual 
struggle, otten cu lminating in bloodshed and 
remlution. 

:\igeri:t to-day has essenti:t lly two political 
objecti,·c$ : to attain fu ll se lf-government and 
independence. :md en :<ee that all the component 
parts of :\igcria remain united. 

The struggle fo r political independence has 
been eventful, but has at no time exp ressed 
Itself tn bloodshed. Political consciousness 
took hold of :\i~eria after \Vorld W ar I. 
Following the failure, in 1920, of the West 
A[rica Congress to achieve progressive re fo rm 
ot the Const ttut ton, ensuring adequate African 
representation in the Legislatures of the ~·arious 
British \ Vest African Colonies, the Congress 
abandoned the idea of linkin<T all the British 
Wes t :\frican possessions a~ one political 
ent itv . I t therefore decided to continue the 
fight . territorially, this fight to be spearheaded 
by indigenous sons. In :-i igeria the mantle of 
this struggle fell on the shoulders of the late 
Herhf'!rt :'.hc:-!u!:H·, fo :..::~ t ! :.; :- of the :\iaeria 
:\ational Democratic Party. By this time, 
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:\i!!:eria lud heen un itied as an aJministratin! 
anZf kgisbti\·e unit , under Lord Frederick 
Lu!!:ard. in l <.J I+.· From 191+ until the 
Ri : harJs Constitution •. popularly known as the 
"Ricl1ards Constitution··, after its author , now 
Lord ~li h-erton, \\as designed, according to 
f.ord :\Iih·crton, to promote the future unity 
ot this country; to express its d i,·ersity and to 
increase the discuss ion and management · by 
~ igcrians of their 0\\"0 :.ttfairs. :\igerians were 
in the majority (very slight though) both in the 
Regional and Cemral Houses. 

The first real political alh-an~e made in 
:\igeria came as a resu lt of the introduction of 
the \lacpherson Const itution. This Con
stitution \\·as named after Si r John \Llcpherson, 
the first Go,·ernor-General of :\i~;cri:t under 
the present Constitutio n, and now Permanent 
L. nder-Secretarv at the Colonial Otlicc. To
Jay, we are no\\: fixing a date fo r final indcpcn
dcn~e. 

:\(embers wi ll reca ll that the attempt in this 
House, in 1953, to fix a date for complete sc lf
~o\·crnment, was tht: cau;.;c of a gra\·c const itu
tional crises. To-dav, however, as a result of 
the experience we ha~c gained. as a result of our 
tolerance and mutual respect for one another, 
and above all, because the lo,·c of the countrv 
transcends anv othe r consideration, we hav~ 
to-Jay, with o.ne mind, agreed to agree on the 
subject we disagreed on years ago. 

I should he re like to pay sincere tribute to 
mv Friend and Collc:tgue . . -\ bubakar Tafawa 
l3Jit.:wa, Leader or· th<: :\.P.C .. fo r the t<:am
work whi ·:h has prc,·ailcd between the two 
parries •.n; re;xcsent in this Federa l Legislature. 
\Vithout such a co-operati-.""l t, a d:ty such as this 
wou ld not haYe been possible. Largely as a 
result of th is co-operation, a solid foundation 
has been laid on which an effective 5\'Stem of 
Federal Go,·ernment can be built. ·without 
the good sense or the Opposition, without its 
blessing and .\men, we would not hm·e achieved 
the unanimity that this type of :\lotion calls for. 
(Applause.) 

For as long as many of us can remember, the 
vision of a single :"iigeria, go,·ernt:d by ourselves, 
has been the guid ing influence of our li,·cs, and 
the dearest object of our hearts. Our young 
students, not only in the United Kingdom, but 
also in the united States of America, have 
stated categorically, time and time again, that 
they would abhor the partition of their count ry, 
under any circumstances. :\Ioreover, these 

,·iews, as hon. :\(embers are aware, have 
re~<:nt l y been endorsed by our own men and 
\\·omen at lbadJn Cni,·ers ity College. 

One further name l feel must be mentioned 
as ha,·ing made an outstanding and practica l 
contribution towards the cause of ou r country's 
unity. f refer, of course, to the Sardauna of 
Sokoto. .·\11 :\igcrians must, I •lm sure, ha,·e 
said a small praye r of thanks for the initiative 
the Premier of the Northern Region took in 
call ing his colleagues of the other two Regions. 
The speedy manner in which Dr Azikiwe and 
Chief .-\ wolowo responded to the Sardauna's 
gesture is surely commendable, and augurs well 
fo r the future of this country. ( . .J.pplause ). 

The adoption of this Amendment by the 
House does not, however, mean that we mere ly 
sit back and do nothing unti l 1959. T here 
;tr<! still many small steps to be climbed, and it 
is as wdl that we take tht:se gradually, so that 
when 1959 is re<Iched , the change-o,·er wi ll be 
as smooth as possible, anJ the good governmen t 
of the country will continue uninterrupted. 
You do not train a man to be <1 high jumper by 
setting the height in front of him at 6 feet 6 
inches. .\ s :\[embers are aware, in high 
jumping competitions, the height is reached 
gradually, till when it is 6 feet 6 inches, 
the j umper experiences no difficulties in leaping 
o\·er it. Likewise, we must ha,·e our Federal 
Prime \[inistcr , an all-)/igerian Counci l of 
:\ linisters, et cetera, before 1959, (Applause) 
so that these offices may be working smoothly 
by the time they arc required to function 
completely independent of Great Britain . In 
other "·ords, immedi<Itely after the forthcoming 
London Constitutional Conference, these 
preliminary and essential changes m ust be 
made. 

:.\Ioreover, we must prepare for I ndepen
dence D:tv itself. .\s :\(embers arc aw~re , I 
have receinly returned from the celebrations 
inaugu rating our new siste r State of Ghana. 
There in Accra, I realised the amount of 
preparation which was required to be made on 
such a day. A new sports stadium had to be 
erected, a triumphal arch and National monu
ment put up, and adequate accommodation 
arranged for all the fo reign guests invited. 
These arrangements required foresight and 
planning and could not be executed overnight. 
:\[oreover our State Bank must be ready. Mr 
Speaker, I look forward that the speciai stamp 
which will commemo rate this day instead of 
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bei ng printed abroad, " -ill be printed here in 
\"igcria. (Applause .) 

I should like. i\lr Speake r, to emphasise that 
the ~reatest dt: :") irc of th~.: :\ i~crian people, i t$ 
\\·o rkc rs, its scholars, its s tudents, c\'l!fY single 
ci ti zen, is t h~ promotion of a united ancl un ified 
country Of'•'I"Hin~ thrnu~h :1 ::; trong Fcdcr.tl 
Go,·ernment which ,,·ill enjoy the confidence 
and respect of the world. I n order to fo rge a 
new nation of 0:igt!r ia. sn rncont.: n1 1i:.t bl.: 
prepared to m~ke sKr iti~cs. l ndi,·iduals 
must fo rge t themsch-cs in order that grea te r 
thi ngs might emerge and strengthen the genera
nons to come. 

Our aim must be to pla~c this countn· above 
the whims and fancies of indi,- iduab ·in our 
effort to build a mighty nation. Great heroes 
in other countries ha,·e submcro-cd th~ir C"ns 
in order to build a nat ion . .-\l f~ed the Gr.;:tt, 
when he was d ri,·cn awa\· from En.-.bnd b,- the 
Danes, took shel ter in ·a hamlet ~nd pr;\·ccl , 
"Gracious Hca\·en, if I :un not "-ortll\· to ; an: 
this land from the Danish sword, r~ise .up some 
othe r heroes to fight with more success than I 
:~.:\ · ·~ do :~ ·~ :1 :1c! L: :::·.: : :~ :.:::t ~ ~ : ~- ~ : .. : ~ : : ~ 
little hum ble cotugc." ~rhat 1s the spirit o f 
-;:- t!arness. 

I t would h,m! been a _great political blunder 
to go to the London Conference "·ithout 
ascertaining the wishc:; of this very important 
Legislature of the land . 

\Ve sha ll be the humble bearers of ,·our 
mandate. You arc aw;lre th;tt our task is 
Immense. There were ma ny un resoh-cd 
matters during the last conference which will 
emerge signific~n tly during this com ing con
ference. 1 am sure that, with God's guidance, 
we will come out on tc:" I do hope that the 
statesmen of our country will triumph and wi ll 
put the security of the ,,·hole of \"igc ria before 
anything else. 

I cannot ima!l'ine any Briton discussing the 
securitv of Scotland or of Wales when the 
securiry of the whole Brit ish Isles had not been 
guar~ntecd, nor do I see :1n ,\ merican patriot 
being mo re concerned with the security of 
indi,·idua l states than of the Cni ted States. It 
is axiomatic that a part cannot be equal to a 
whole. 

I salute, Mr Speaker, this Legislature, and all 
the parties associated with it for being the first 
Legislature of this country to ag ree and endorse 
a firm date for the Independence of this country. 

By this act, it has helped to solve some of the 
delicate matters :1\\·aiting us. By this act it Ius 
made the quest ion of Regio n~! sclf-gO\·e rnment 
easter. 

:\[y Party, the N. C.N.C., advocated and 
supp•med independence for 1956. Then the 
::\orth objected to the fi xing of a firm date. 
L tst vear, the Sardauna made a statement 
fix in~ .the date for the Regional self-government 
for d1e \"orth for 1959. \Iy ?am· welcomed 
this mo,-e, and last yea r at the Summit Confe
rence sponsored by the Easte rn Gove rnment, 
my Party agreed to adopt the date fixed fo r the 
:\"orrh sclf-gO\·ernment as the same date fo r the 
Independence of the entire country. \Ve d id 
this in the spirit of compromise in the firm 
belie,-e that any independence without the 
::\orth is sham .... ( .'lpplauu ) . ... and it is 
un thinkab le and untenable. 

In th is fr:une of mind the Opposition, I mean 
Ha :\Iajesty's Opposition, is jo ining, and to-day 
our declaration is unanimous. 

T he Cni,·ersity students of Ibadan will now 
\

1:!::: ·::::: :! ~:.:·. \ · n:.!tion, a nc'.\' mi.!thod. ~ I r 
Speaker, to-day, we are tdling these young stars 
ot our coum rv, the men and women for ,,·hom 
,,.c arc laying this foundation, our future 
amba.;sadors and special ists, that their march to 
this sacred edifice of democracv their demons
tration of faith , has not been 'in vain . This 
n~tion ,,-ill ri se, it is ris ing, and we shall 
consecu:c ;uul ded icate it to the scn· ice of GoJ 
and humanity. 

\I r Speaker, my Friend .-\bubaka r talked 
about his apprehens ion of the No rth not 
catching up with the South. His historical 
analysis has been sound and correct, but let it 
be known that this Federation will not endure, 
nor ,,-i ll it fulfil its highest objecti\·e when anv 
of its parts is weak. vVe have a collective 
responsibility to elevate any member of the 
family to a full and equal benefit. This policy 
must be pursued with vigour. I have faith in 
the i'<orth, I am proud of its history. The 
::\onh has more claim to Ghana Empire than 
Gold Coast ; that Gold Coast has recalled the 
old glory and adopted the name is a tribute to 
the creative and imaginative genius of the 
North .... (Applause). 

Nigeria is detennined to achieve this 
independence within the Commom,·ealth. H er 
Majesty, in her speech at Guildhall on 22nd of 
F ebruary, 1956, on her return from Nigeria, 
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said; "I hope that she (meaning Nigeria), will Sir, many people in this country talk of the 
always remain a member of our brotherhood of uni ty of the country but, Sir, they do not 
freely associated nations and will play J.er part mean it in their hearts. All sincere nationalists 
in it with ever increasing force, to 1-~r own would like the whole of this country to go 
advantage and to the ad ,·antage of the Common- together and for this reason , Si r, we must do all 
wealth." that we can to resoh·e our d ifferences before 
• the attainment of self-government . 

\ Ve are happy to be associated, now and after 
independence, with G reat Britain . Great 
Britain's mastery of human nature , and its 
adaptability to changing circumstances, has 
placed her head and shoulde rs above other 
Colonial Powers that were unable to read 
correctly the signs of our times. Of all Colonial 
Powers Britain was foremost in developing the 
idea that provision must be made for its 
dependent territories that will eventually come 
to nationhood. \\" e are proud to be associated 
with them. 

1\[r Speaker, I will close by recalling the last 
portion of my address during H er :\[ajcsty's 
visit, because it is appropriate to th is occasion. 
On that occasion, I said : " Each passing year 
our bond with the United Kingdom is 
stre ngthened and forti fi ed. T his is 1c 1~ ic·:~d 
not by coercion, or by intimidation, or by show 
of strength, which You r \ Iajesty's Go•:ernment 
has in abundance, but by employing the simple 
human touch in meeting human problems, by 
offering the best in English life and tradition to 
the service of the less developed areas of the 
world under Your l\lajesty's jurisdiction, and 
autho ri ty, and, abo,·e all, by emplovi ng the 
spirit of adaptability in the e\·e r changing tides 
in world affairs. W e salute Your \-Iajes ty, and 
we.,.<alute the formidable army of British 
statesmen who, working under your benevolent 
disposition, have carved a Commonwealth from 
amongst the continents of the world, as finnly 
entrenched as the Rock of Gibraltar, holding 
resolutely to its own whether in time of plenty 
or in time of distress .... Britain's sense of 
justice, its efficient and competent Civil 
Service, have become the heritage and legacy 
handed on to this country. These we shall 
always treasure, protect and defend." 

Mr Speaker, I beg to support. 

M. Yakubu Wanka, Wazirin Bauchi 
(Central Bauchi) : l\Ir Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
support the Motion as amended. While doing 
so I would like to make it clear that this is my 
own personal observation. Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I was in this House when the Motion deman
ding self-Government in 1956 was moved. 

:\l r Speake r, Si r, after the s<:lf-Gt)\·ernmen t 
:\lotion , the people of Lagos referred to us ha n. 
:\·!embers . ... ( Se'l:eral hvn. Jlembers : 1\'v, 
not 11tnc.) \\'ith your permissio n, Sir, I would 
like to say they refe r . ... (lntaruptioll) . \\'ell , 
Sir, I rescn ·e, but I want to make it clear that 
the ::\orth was self-governing long before the 
British occupation of this country , and nobody 
would like to think that we do not like to rule 
ourseh·es. (Cheers). But, Sir, the self-gove rn
ment ~hat we had before the British occupation 
is not the type of self-go,-crnmcnt which we 
are looking for to-day. Si r, we ,,·~nt sdf
gO\·e rnment which is based on democracy and 
for this reason we must prepare for it. It is, 
Sir, because of this preparation that we opposed 
the sdf·o:;f),·ernmcnt :'>[orion nf 1 ' )3~. 

:\lr Speake r, Sir, we are tryi ng to educate 
uur people, gi,· ing our boys and girls the highes t 
possible education, so as to man our services, 
modiiying the system of our Local Government , 
so as to cope with the task ahe~d and so on 
and so forth. Sir, can we get all that in one or 
two years ? I , therefore, Sir, appeal to our 
Friends from the East and from the \\'est to 
wait fo r Js until we are ready. :\Ir Speaker, 
Sir, it is useless fo r us to have sel f-go,·ernmen t 
when we cannot manage our own affairs . 
.\!though we make policies, these policies 
cannot be carried out satisfactorily so long as 
the key positions are not in our hands. Sir, 
by the grace of Allah, we do hope that 
by 1959 we shall stand on our own feet. 
(Applause) . It seems ridiculous to me person
ally that one Region should ask for self
government before the others. I , therefore, 
appeal to all the Regions to wait until 1959 
when the Federation and the Regions will be 
self-governing at the same time. 

Mr T. 0. S. Benson (Lagos West): i\Ir 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the Amendment 
sponsored by Mr Wachuku , :VL i\[aitama Sule, 
i\-Ir Benson and M. Yakubu Wanka and ably 
moved by my learned Friend Mr Wachuku. 
Although, Sir, a lot has been said by the han. 
Wachuku, I feel that it is my duty to say a 
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word or two in support of this Amendment. 
I am happy Sir , that the l\Io~e r of the orig inal 
:\lotion, the hon. the L eader of the Opposition, 
Chief S. L. Akintola, has withdrawn the 
original Motion and has accepted the Amend
ment. I know he has done this in the in teres ts 
of the whole country . 

:\by I ask, is there any person in this House 
who does not wan t freedom ? Is there anyone 
in this House who wishes to remain in boncbge 
indefin itelY I If, therefore we admcate inde
pendence ·in 1959, it must be realised that it is 
in the best interests of ::\igcrian unity and for 
the futu re building up of a stable Go,·ernment. 
The British themseh·es who for ,·cars hose 
been our overlords, were at one time ·themsch·es 
ruled by the Romans, and history is replete 
with stories of their struggles to free thcmsch·e:; 
from the heels of the Romans all because thcv 
loved freedom. We too love freedom, bu't 
we must plan to see that, like Bri t:t in, when we 
do gain that freedom it will be lastin); . 

We all des ire unity, as is evidenced by 
protes ts from the Students of the C niversity 
College, Ibadan, :\igerian Students at ,~c himo ta 
in independent Ghana, as well as from ::\igerian 
Students in Freetown, Great Britain, and 
Ireland. The Students' ::\ational Front, 
University College, Ibadan, in thei r memoran
dum to hon. l\lembcrs of thi s hon. Ho11se . 
demanded genuine uni ty for ::\i~c ria. 

I am happy the Leader of the Opposiuon 
and the hon. the Minister of Transport said 
in their speeches this morning that there is 
now absolute unity in the country. This 
presen t constitution is not good enough for 
N ige ria. L et our delegates , therefo re go to the 
London Conference and return to the countrv 
with a constitution that gives us genuine unity 
to gladden all our hearts, then we sha ll h:n·e 
had a freedom genuine enough to enable us 
to sing lustily on the lines of the stanza com
posed by my late friend Mazi Mbonu Ojike
"Freedom for you, freedom for me, Freedom 
for Zik, freedom for Sad::!Una, Freedom fo r 
Awolowo, freedom for Balewa, Freedom for 
Mbadiwe, freedom for Akintola , Eve rywhere, 
the re must be freedom". (Applause). 

I am happy that we agree to wait until I 959 
for the whole of Nigeria to have self-go,·ern
ment, at the same time, thereby ensuriug " 
stable united Nigerian Government, that will 
make our hearts, like those of the children of 
Israel, when they escaped from Egyptian 

bondage to the land of Canmn and saw the 
r ro mised land, leap for joy. 

The transitional period bdween now am! 
1959 will be a time during which we may 
sett le the question of states and Regional 
boundaries and gett ing ready the governmental 
machinery for our independence in 1959. 
During this transit ional period also, the 
Go,·i:rnment Bench must be filled with 
0:igerian :\linistcrs. It is incumbent that we 
must decide in this House, to-d:l\·, the exact 
date for independence, I am suppo rt ing the 
Amendment that it should be in the year 1959, 
but if ou r deleg:ltcs shou ld come back with 
onh· an amended constitution and no fixed 
dat~ fu r iudcpendence, they mu:n beware of 
the "Ides of ;\larch," for there surelv will be 
such repercussions that will blac'kcn the 
history of ::\igcri a's eme rge nce into nationhood, 
and our children's children will bemoan the 
day their Fathers taught them the word 
":\at ionalism." Besides. during the transitional 
period, we wou ld ha,·e time to decide on what 
is going to be our ::\atioml emblem, our 
::\ational flag and to h;n·c composed our 
::\atiorial .-\n them. .-\ll these woul d take some 
time, if we must ha,·e the best. We must 
also take into consideration the gigantic task 
that will face us in the planning of our inde
oendencc c~ lehn -i fln<. \ \· .. •x<11 dd ha,·e to 
~rder buntings and tbgs :t nd cng:tge the 
sen·ices of decorators. H"". thc·n ca:: all 
this be done sa tisfacto ril Y, if we we re to ha ,·c 
self-government before 1959. 

\\'e all want freedo m, for we all lO\·e our 
cotont ry. but arc there any he re who will say 
that they do not lo,·e this cou ntry, and, 
therefore, do not wish her to take her rightfu l 
place within the Commonwealth of ::\ations? 
Then, in the words of Sir \\"alter Scott, I will 
say: "If such there be, go mark him \rell. " 

Mr Speaker, Sir, now that our political 
party leaders each have members in each of 
the three Regional legislati,·e Houses, either 
forming the Governm~nt or forming the 
Opposition, I do not see why we shoul<l not 
meet ourselves half way and agree to wait 
with the North until 1959 and let us all have 
independence under a re,·iscd constitution 
more suited to a country of this size and 
· ~ · ""'·· 1 : ·: ..... , .(Cfl t-"t..rJ~ . 

Referring to our leaders, Sir , I recall the 
concluding portion of the welcome add ress 
presented to our delegates to the Ghana 

(75-l) 

l41i l [Sc•!f-G or:erniii( Ut 

Hous<! of R cpre.<clllative.\· Debates 

26 :'11.-\ RCI£ 19 57 fu r 1Vigeria J 1+62 

Independence celebration,; bv our students 
at Achimot:t . The addr~ss concludes as 
ft) llO\\'S :-

We wo uld like t•> co nclude by saying that it is 
our sincere belief that al l in ::\ige ria (except, 
perhaps, our major political leaders) arc ready 
for self determinatio n anJ that our country 
to-day prescncs a picture of eager citizens 
surging and mill ing behind barriers laid on the 
path to ::\igerian freedom by the intractable 
i d ~:ts of their political l ~aders . C nless it is 
poss ible for you to rcmo,·e these obstacles, the 
greatest sen·ice you can do to ::\igeria is to keep 
out or· the wa\· :tnd allow God, time and e1·ents 
to appoint a ieader "·ho wnuld steer the vital, 
clfusi' e ::\igeria t<) the bnd of her hope. \\"e 
han: not the time to make positi,·e suggestions 
o f what should be clone but ha,·e to remind vou 
that the :1eti1·i:ies of Ghana from no\\· onw;rds 
" ·i!l m:tke ir impossible for the status 111w to be 
maintained in ::\igc ria and you may disco,·er at 
the cle ,·cnrh hour that those of us \\·ho arc 
willing to follo\\· your lead are dri,·en b\· despon
dency to prefer the more acti,·e but less noble 
guid:tncc of any who with :\li lron may prefer 
to rule in hell than se n ·c in Paradise . 

To our expatriates, :\l r Speaker, there is 
no one in this House who "·ill sa,· he does not 
real ise the ~nod \\·o rk they ha1·c ·done to help 
U:i s tee r thl! si1i p to where \\"C .1 rc: ;H prc:;;ent. 
:' ae:!kin~ t"rcH~1 the hotr,)nl of r11\' heart, we 
.d l .lpp rcciJtc the gll•>d \\·nrk the~: have done 
and can assure them that when the sh ip gets 
home and independence is attained, they will 
be recompensed, fo r we wi ll consider those 
who mav wish to retire for add itional allowance 

~ along with their pensions, and those who wish 
to stay will rece i,·c our right-hand of fellowship. 

In conclusion, Sir, I appea l to everyone 
here in this hon. House to bury self and think 
of N igeria as one unit; for it was Hannah 
Moore in her poem Florio who summed up 
this folly in man to think only of himself in the 
fo llowing two lines:-

In men this blunder still you find, 
.·lllt!tinh their little set mankind. 

Despite this apologia of Hannah ;\>Ioore, S ir, 
I think · in the interest of the common man 
whom God so lO\·ed tint he m:tde in millions. 
"e must at tn<s cru<.:tat moment appeal to our 
national conscience for gu idance and forget 
and bury self, realising that it is the thirty-two 
million Nigerians, the majority of whom we 
arc to scn·c and who are common men, that 

we are fighting for; anJ also take into considera
tion the words of Ruski n :-

~~lake your national conscience clean, and 
y our national eyes will soon be clear. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, if it happ.et~' that the 
Weste rn Region will ha,·c Regional se lf
go,·e rnment, I hope they will not forge t the 
question of the :\lid-West S tate and the Lagos 
and Colony State. (Hear, hear) . 

i\Ir Spc:~kcr , freedom we want for all, and 
that freedo m we must ha~·e at all cos ts. Free
dom for you, Mr Speaker, freedom for me, 
freedom for e\·e rybody and e\·erywhere there 
must be freedom. . .. ... (Laughter). 

:VIr Speaker , I beg to support. 
(Applause) . 

The Minister of Labour and Welfare 
(Ch ief F. S. Okotie-Eboh): :\Ir Speaker, Sir , 
I ri se to support the :\lotion as amended and 
as was ably proposed this morning by my hon. 
Friend, :\I r Jaja \\'achuku. In doing so , Sir, 
I would like t•> place on record the magnani
mous and statesmanlike gesture of the 
indefatigab le Leader of the Opposition in 
withd r:1wing, in the interest of the country, 
the origi nal :\lotion ; and we congralulate 
with him the gallant members of the Opposi
tion in supporting the amended \lotion with 
so much sincerity and enthusiasm. (Cheer;). 

:\I r Speaker, Sir, the issue before us ca lls 
for the most sober thought and disc ussion. 
\ Ve are not now concerned with the struggle 
for freedom. That struggle is o\·er.• What 
we are now concerned with is the decision 
as to when we wish to accept the heavy and 
exacting responsibilities of self-government 
or independence, whichever you wish to name 
it. 

Let me begin by explaining my own position. 
I am a n~tionalist and I believe that our 
country anJ our people have a great destiny 
before them. I believe, too, that they will 
only achieve their destiny when they are 
completely free to regulate their own affairs 
according to their own lights. It is because 
I huld these beliefs and because I wish to 
play my part in hastening our independence 
that I am in politics and in this House. (Hear, 
hear) . 

When we talk of being nationalists wh"t do 
we mean ? And what are we striving for ? 
Is it for the Yoruba nation or the Ibo nation 
or the Hausa nation ? Or i ~ it for something 
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greater ? In a multi-n1cial society such as London Conference and said that they had 
ours tlcere mu<t be to lerance if the countrY brought self-government on a platter of gold, 
i~ to be ruled .not by considerations of rae~ he was only speaking the truth. In fact, 
but in the conception of nationhood. That Britain is handing us self-government on a 
is whv mv na:ionalism is directed first and platter. The declared policy of if)i.e United 
fo rem~st 'to the creation of one ::\igeria. Kingdom in its dependencies is to work in 
(!-le-ar, hear). I retain all my loc.:a! patriotism, partnership with the people of those countries 
and mv lo,·c . for m\· own town and for the to build up new nations capable of governing 
people 'among '"!1om' I was born and grew up thcmseh·es and capable of standing on their 
is seco nd to none. But I belie,·e that ::\igcria own fee t politically and economically; nations 
transcend, ther.1 all and that my first loyalty endowed with an honest and effecti ve adminis
is to ::\igeria and that it is my duty and the tration, the rule of law, freedom of the indivi
duty of e\·en· ::\igerian to show tolerance, dual and the final safeguard provided by a 
svmp1thy and understanding for every other system of go,ernment based on parliamentary 
::\igc ri an. democracy .. . (Hear, hear) ... As han. Members 

Let me add that this is not just scmimcnt. have already said the proof that these aims are 
Of course, sentimen t must come into it as it honestlv followed lies in the events of the last 

· decade_.:__the emere:ence as nations of India, must come 1nto all our human relationsh ips. ~ 
:\ige ria as a .r:~ograph ic a l entin· was created Pakistan, Ceylon, Burma, the Sudan and now 
by the British and, "·hether in co-operation Ghana-almost 500 million people freely 
with the l1riti; h o r in opposition to them, released from what the Communists choose 
we ::\igerians ;1a,·e learnt to work together. to call the " Imperial yoke", And it should 
Common purp'lSes and common endeavours not be forgotten that the Dominions of Canada, 
ine,·i tably create stro ng ties of sentiment. Australia and ~ew Zealand were at one time 
But I am just as much influenced by considera- Colonies. The Federation of :.Vlalaya becomes 
tions of sound practical commonsense. I independent on the 31st of August of this 
have mo,·ed acout the world a bit and if I year and the next of the British territories to 
ha,·e learnt one thi n" it is that a nation of come of age, will, we all hope, be our great 
over 30 million ~i.gerians will count for country Nigeria. 
something in the councils of the world . Five 
or ... : :-: !i~ l.. ~ ' l't.! ! ~ ~ t.: :lt Ci)U:1trics •, ~,- i th pnpul:J.tions 
of fi,·e or six or e·:en ten millions each will 
co unt for much ~ e%. 

:\ s a nationai ist belie,·ing in one ::\iger!a, 
I welcome what I assume to be implicit in the 
motio n namely that self-government should 
come to the whole of :\igeria at one and the 
same time. The time is close ahead, and I 
belie,·e that the short breathing space that the 
amended iVIotiu n gi,·es us, is very necessary. 

In my view it would be follv to rush into 
a matter of this magnitude. I \~ant independ
ence and self-government as much as anyone 
else, but I want our self-government and our 
independence when they come to be something 
real and worthwhile. 

Mr Speaker, it is always tempting for us 
nationalists to regard ourselves as being engaged 
in a life and death struggle with the Imperialists. 
But I ask you-where are the Imperialists 
to· day ? Whatever past attitudes may have 
been, the truth to-dav is that it is not the 
British who are hold ing up our self-gove rn
ment. \Vhen Zik came back from the last 

I repeat-! want to accept independence 
no less than anyone else ; and I want to accept 
it as soon as possible. But I want to be reason
ablv sure that when it comes it will have a 
meaning not only for the Ministersw:nd the 
poli ticians but for the millions of ordinary 
people in ~!geria ... (Applause) . . I believe that 
while the people want to organise themselves 
for certain purposes into Regions or States, 
they nevertheless want Nigeria to be one. 
They want a ~trong Federation bound together 
by a strong Federal Government and bound 
together also by a far greater degree of tolerance 
and understanding between the component 
Go,·ernments than exis ts to-day. 

Let us not make the mistake of thinking 
that self-government is a goal and an end in 
itself. If that was the case there would be 
every reason to put on a last lap sprint and 
breast the tape and sit down triumphantly 
to rest. But as Dr Nkrumah has warned 
his people, the achievement of self-government 
is a beginning and not an end. What concerns 
me most is that we are taking our places at the 
starters post in this great event not as a single 
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well trained and well co-ordinated team, but forces arc in process of being carried out. 
as a num~r of teams competing one with This is hardl y the best time to undertake the 
the other. •• great responsibilities of seli-go,·c rnmcnt. 

If I prefer the year 1959 to 1957, it is not If some members of the House should think 
because I believe that miracles can be worked that the pace is too slow, let them remember 
in two short years. Ilut I do bclie,·e that a that India h;td nearly two centuries of British 
breathing space will be valu:1blc and if we use rule before it took 0,·er its 0\\·n destinies ; in 
it in a genuine attempt to get together and to the Gold Coast the first Legisla tive Council 
work out a blue pri nt for ~igerian (as disti nc t was set up in 1850-more than a century ago. 
from Regional) self-gove rnment we will be But it was only in 1900 that the administ rative 
approaching our independence on a far rights of the. Royal 1\iger Co mpany were 
sounder basis. taken o\·cr by the British Cro"·n. In fact 

There is still a great deal of thinking and of we have moved and arc moving fas ter than any 
work to be done befo re we finallv commit people have ever done in the whole history of 
ourselre> to assume the m:mtle of sdf-go,·crn- the world. 
ment. We, the polit ici ans and leade rs of 
to-day, are going to ha;·e to ;v~swe r to posterity 
for what we do-not onlv to our own children 
but to all :Urica. Th;t is why I w:mt to 
pause for a little at this stage. Whate\·er 
anyone may say we are all in need of this 
pause both so that we may consolidate what we 
have gained and so that we might together 
think out the next vital step. . 

There are sound administrative reasons 
why a hurried transfer of full responsibil ity 
should be deferred. Few people outside the 
Government and the Governments of the 
Regions fully understand the great strain to 
which the public sen·ice has been subjected 
as a result of the major changes that were 
brought about by the 195+ Constitut ion . T he 
Federal fo rm of Government is acknowledged 
to be the most complicated to administer, but 
within two and a half years we can say that the 
Governmental machine is running as smoothly 
as it ever did. That we ha\·c come trium
phantly through that period is due to the 
devo ted service given by the Civil Servants 
both Nigerians and expatriates. 

Nevertheless, there are serious difficulties. 
The foundations of a Foreign Service are just 
being laid : there are over 800 vacancies in the 
senior grades of the Service-many of them 
in technical and scientific occupations which 
affect our development plan. During the 
next two years we can expect some hundreds 
of our students who are being trained abroad 
or locally to join the Service. Besides this the 
Government machine will shortly have to 
undergo another period of strain and adaptation 
when the results of the London Conference 
come to be translated into action. Important 
changes in the organisation of the armed 

I sa id just now that we must pause: for 
reflection and for consolidation. Let me 
expand on th is . 

T o take first the economic field . Indust riali
sation must be pressed forward to broaden the 
basis of our economic li fe : but the Regions 
should not be ri,·als in th is. T he,· arc not 

_ competiti,·e, but should rather reg:ird them
selves as contributing not so much to Regional 
prosperi ty as to the economic viability of the 
Federation. Dr :--ikrumah in his Independence 
Day speech said :h:lt the income per head of the 
people of Ghana was two and a h01lf times that 
of ~igeria. I doubt the ,·alidity of these 
figures since we have no up-to-date ~01tio nal 
Income statistics ; but it is in ;,m· case hir to 
point out th01t we are six or se,·en times more 
numerous than the people of Ghana and ha,·e 
a diversified agricultural economy which is not, 
as in Ghana, dependent on a single crop . \Ve 
have coal of which Ghana has none an r\ her 
manganese is matched by our tin and columbite. 
I have no fears for our economic future as an 
independent country so long as we all pull 
together and realise that the economic health of 
the smallest part of our Federation should be 
the concern of the whole Federation and so 
long as we create the climate of confidence 
which will attract outside capital invetitment 
to help in :-.Jige ri a's de,·e!opment. :\ s has 
been mentioned already during this Session one 
of our great needs is for additional capital. 

I am concerned too, to ensure that we have 
a public service adequate to our needs. It ~s 
essential to any self-governing state t~at tt 
should possess a public sen·ice of the htgh_est 
quality. The aspirations of th.: people, whtch 
in a democratic state are translated into plans 
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and po'!~i cs hy the ekctccJ go,·crnment. will 
remain asp irations ancJ will com~ to nothin" 
unless there is a\·ailable to the state a body ot· 
htghly tramcd and disciplinccJ public sen·ants. 
I usc the word "disciplined" not in the sense 
?f being_ regimented. The qualities [ look for 
m pubhc sen·ants arc first and foremost a 
strong sense of int~grity. Integ rity goes 
beyond the m ere avoicJancc of actions that 
might be called . cormpt. It is a positi,·e 
quahty. The ctvd sc r:·ant . of integrity is a 
man " ·ho gtYes ht s ach"LCe smccrch· and fear
lessly and without regard to personal o r 
sccuonal mtcrests; who, when a .-.u,·crnment 
dcc!sion is taken, implem<.: n ts th ;~t deci sio n. 
agatn wtthout regard tQ pt:rso nal or sec tio nal 
mterests. H e must be prcparecJ to sc rYc wi th 
equal tidelity a :\I inister of a different political 
complcxton from hts own. He nc,·c r fo r"cts 
that he is the scn·ant and not the mast~r of"thc 
public. He belic,·es that he: is paid for doing 
a JOb and not for just putting in so mam· hours 
a day. His first concern is to ensure that his 
job is " ·ell don~. H e is not a clock watcher. 
I bdic:,·c that the British CiYil Service ita;; 
achie,·ed a high standard in all these respects 
and that the expatnates who scn·e us here in 
::\igeria reHect ,·er\" creditably these qualities. 
I earnestly ask our young men entering the 
sen·tce ami espectally the g raduates who asp ire 
to the I;tr:her. posts. to se t thcmsckes s imilar 
.ctl.l :1U . l :·~ .;; J.i h.! ~ t J : •. :-• ...: p ; · : ~...: ... :, .' .· .J') i . . . ... . . . . . 

their positions. as. in the knowl edge th~t they 
are domg a good JOb of \\·or!-:. I \nnt to sec 
us build up a sen· ice of which a free ::\igcria will 
be no less proud than Britain is o f her public 
sen·tce. 

Finally, . there is t~e impo rtant question of 
the admtntstratwn ot Justice. :\lay I remind 
the House of the_ :;olemn and inspiring words 
used by Her iVIaJesty on the occasion of the 
;~~" ::C '_!··~t!nn nf th e Cou rts of the Federation of 
1\ tgena. H e r i\lajesty said : 

"The Rule of Law" is vital to the freedom 
and orderly _progress of any society, and 
we take espectal pride in the fact that, in our 
Commonwealth, the Ru le of Law is main
tained and that all men are equal in the eyes 
of the _Law. For no society can be stable 
whtch ts not based on this concept. I am 
confid~nt that the adminis trat ion of J ustice 
tS safe tn the hands of my Judges in ::\igeria." 

i\Ir Speaker, I too haYe every confidence in 
the Judges of ::\igeria. What disturbs me is 

no t that the Judge> \l"ill f~ ll sho rt of their duty 
but that seekers after po\\·c r will attempt :;o to 
undermine the machine tha t it " ·ill fall sho rt of 
th~ s tandards laid do\\·n by Her :\lajesty. 
:\I ter all it is not the Judges who bring peopk 
bclorc the court s and for that rc:~snn, I cannot 
suppo rt those \l"ho seek to rcgional i:;c the 
police and to make such offices "" that o f the 
.-\ttorncy-Gcncral a po litica l :tppo in tmcnt. I 
know that the Atto rney-Gene ral in the L' nitcd 
Kingdom i;; a political appointment. There 
arc. ho\\·c,·cr, un ,Hittcn but p rofo undly impo r
tant satcguards in the Cnitcd Kingdom " ·hich 
arc at present absent in :\i g~ri a. T he fe ars 
that I h:tn: men tio ned are " ·idcly held among 
the o rdinary people of l\ igcr i:t. It "·ill he 
contended tha t those fears a rc b:~,:c!css. as mv 
Friend , Chief Solaru , seems to in fer . ll~ 
that as it ma\', the v arc nc<·erthclcss wideh
hcld and I c~n see. no rca:;on "·h,· we. " ·ho 
claim to retlcct the opinion o f the peo ple, 
s hould not remo,·e these fears b,· ensurin" 
that the co ntrol not only of the judi~ i ary but of 
all the processes of justice arc kept out of the 
han<! s o r· politici:~ ns . 

:\I r S peaker, let no-one think I lack confi
clc.:ncc in our abilin· to m:~kc a success of 
scl f-:.;•l\·crnmcnt. \\'hat I :~m .!d< ·oct t in~ is 
not a retreat but a final all-out ctfort ttl c rea te 
the conditions and to prepare the ~round fo r 
:l ~c :1 u !ne frt!e and a genuine uni t ~d :\i!!eria. 
\\ 1.: i! ,i '• !..: .Ill Jcti\'C .!I ll; ::: : · o~ ·. \ :: :_: ;• t;; '· .: .. :: :1 : .\ 

cour.:n· >tii ! rich in pn>>ihilitics. \\"c ha<·e 
a _grc4t :.~.nd in~pirin;; t •. t:-.~ : ):.:; ·~ ~ :· ..: t l:::i :: :: ( : ; .. : . : ...:~! 
o t us should dedicate oursch·es to -dav to 
ensure that by our conduct and cndc~,·o u.rs in 
the short space that lies ahead, ~-e sha ll be 
read\· for and worth,· of sel f-go,·ern ment 
when the day of our inJependence - ~bwns, and 
Mr Speaker, I pray that that independence 
may be not just the independence of Yorubas, 
and of Ibos and of Hausas. but the indepen
dence ot one great people united in one great 
dcstmy. 

!.'vir S peaker, Sir, 
(Applause). 

beg to support. 

M . Shehu Shagari (South- \Vest Sokoto) : 
Mr Speaker, Sir, much has been said already 
o n the s ubject of self-gove rnrm:nt in this 
country, but Ycry few people· ha\·e c,·cr bothe r
ed thcrnsch·es to stop and think of the implica
ttons and the complications of this political 
fa,·ourite. 
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It is a fact that human beinas whe re\·er they It is hig h time, Sir, we put up our plans for 
arc lo,·c freedom . They l;ve freedom so an independent Nigeria . L'ntil this is done, 
much in their hearts that they can sacrifice all talk about such freedom or independence 
e,·erything: their property, the ir lives and is merely empty. Sir, the L ondon Confe rence 
somet imes c\·e n their art of reasoning. Sir, I should result nc._.,nly in a p romise of indepen-
di;;agrce wi th anybody who says th;lt self- dence on a fixed date, but also with a definite 
go' ernment merely means the transfe r of plan of what the independent :\'igeria would 
certa in files from one office to the uthe r, as the look like. (Hear, hear). .-\nd how can it be 
Opposition "·ou ld haYe us to bdie,·e. if that plan is not planned ris::h t now ? \\'c 

S ir, some o f us lo,·e to call freedom se lf- 0\\·e it as a duty to our people to present to 
goYe rnmcnt or independence, but what it them our plans for :\'ige ria before we commit 

them in the London Confe rence on how and rea lly mean;; <·cry fc\\· of us yet kno\\·, It i;; 
not mv intent ion to elabo rate o n this bu t all I when ::\igeria is to be independent. 

want to stress is the fact that ::\igcria has to-day It is true that several parties are bent towards 
reached a stage in its political de<·elopment the ir own selfish plans but we cannot alfo rd to 
\\·he n our rcspon;; ib le citi '-ens must realise be selfish indefinitely. This is a per iod of 
that the achie,·cmcnt o f freedo m or se lf- emergency and as I said we must come toge ther 
t:n,·ernmcnt o r independence , as said by the and forget all o ur differences and like brothers 
Lt st speaker. is not an end in itself. I say, Si r. and responsible gro\\·n-ups reach a reaso nable 
th:tt it is not "'·en a means to an end but onlv compromise with the o,·e rall interest o f :\igcria 
.tn a\\·akcn ing to the rea lisation of grea te.r as one country being paramoum in o ur hearts , 
rcspnns ibi lit:c ' . immense sacrifice;. and sti ll for without unity we can ne ,·c r be truly free. 
dc ;; iro us of unlimited cou rage . Before I resume nt\' seat I should like to 

~ir , \\"<.: mu ,; t be read\- to face hard f:tcts take this opportunity. to sound a note of 
before we plunge ourse'h·es in to dangerous warning on the future status of :1 ,·ery important 
ground. \\'e ha1·e reached a stage when section of the people of this country , wi th 
freedom for :\igcria i;; not only d~sirable but regard to ::\igeria's co nstitutional dc,·elopmcnt. 
inc,· iuble. :) ir, let us talk more :md th ink It is often O\·erlooked that the percentage of 
more of uni t,· without which the re can be no natural rulers, Chie fs or Emi rs in this country 
rea l and c<·e·r-l:~sting freedom. (Hear. hear.) is extraordinarily g reat. It will be foo lish 
:--: ;,._ : 11c· :\In:i ·•n 11 11 the Flour needs no further for us therefore to forget in our plans for the 
ebboratiun bec:tusc \\·c arc alt·ca~:: all :~greed future th ~ fate of this impor:ant class. It is 
that :\[,,t;nn ' ' r n•> :\Intion. ::\i"c::t will. re:td\· common knowledge that ra•Jde rn political 
o r otherwise, 3hak ~..: !>ti. the sh a~k:~..::, u l· puli[i ..:;i Jc \·duprnt: nt en:~ ·:he re in :- ~t! wnr ld tend:; 
bondage or political dependence within the to reduce the powe rs and position of this class 
sho rtest pos:; ible time. I think that e•:ery- to the advantage of the mas.:;es. But in am · 
body in ::\ i~eria to-day is agreed that freedom government save, perhaps, communism, thei'r 
is ine \· itabk, the onh· contro\·ersy being of security and presti ge is assured. 
cour,;c on the meaning of free do m and the \Vhat are our plans for their iuture well-being 
date for freedom. as power passes irom them, as surely it will. 

\\'ell. some people think that freedom means to the masses? I am afraid I can see nothing 
sdf-goYernment for their Regio n 10 do what envisaged so far. Sir, in medieval Europe 
they like in their Reg ion; some the opportunity and m cdie,·al Britain the lords and barons were 
to break ::\igeria into bits and pieces ; some the the rulers of the ma~ses but when in the end 
chance to acquire new kingdoms o r domains ; power passed to the latter the former remained 
others dream of becoming Premiers of puppet overlords and masters of themselves, their 
kingdoms, puppet States, dictators and castles and their lands while their prestige 
Hiders ; some are more concerned with the and dignity remained as strong and secure as 
fixing of the date for independence ; some the walls of their mighty mansions. 
wou ld h:tn~ it in 1939, 1960 or e\·en back in On the other hand in ~igeria their counter-
! 936 ; some would en:n welcome it now. parts, the Chiefs , Emirs and others are not 
This is the cmx of ::\'igcrian polities at the endowed with such vast deposits of inherited 
moment. But mav I ask, Sir: a fter self- wealth. They own no land and mansions to 
go,·ernmcnt or ind~pcmlcncc " ·h:1: follows 1 let s ince all they have belongs to the masses. 
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They live in temporary buildings which become I still u rge the hon. i\Iembers to try and come to 
all they possess in the service of their people. good point and try to achieve good sel,l;r 
:\ t present with s till a lot of power in their government for Nigeria, the land of th~ 
hamls they appear all right, but when se lf- thirty-two million peop le. Everybody wants 
go,·ernment comes transfer of po,,·er ine,·itably self-go,·ernment, even this House. How much 
comes wi th it. Kot on ly transfer of power more rl!e'coun try as a whole I With these few 
from the British to the masses but from the remarks I beg to support. 
Chiefs as well. After the British power has Mr Speaker : We wi ll have a short break 
van ished and the Chiefs· and Emirs' po\\·ers now. I should like to take the Chair at the 
wane and dwindle where will the latter be? 
Sans power, sans mans ions, sans lands, sans latest by ten minutes to five ; I must have three 

h . Th more speeches. 
everyt tng. is is a very se rious thing for us 
to thmk about. 'With this, Sir, I beg to support. Silling suspended. 

Sitting resumed. 
· Malla m Abdulkadir Koguna (East Kano): 

:'llr Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the amend- Mr D. N . Abii (Owerri) : :'IIr Speaker, Si r, 
mcnt and I especially exp ress my gratitude to it is a happy thing to live and take part in such 
t!lC Go,·ernmcnt of this Fede ration for the very a debate, when :\'igeria tr ies to fix a da te for her 
good and attractive amendment they made to independence. Before I go on to give reasons 
this very heavy ::VIotion mo ,·ed bv the Leader fo r supporting the Amendment, I think it is 
of the Opposition, the hon. Chief ,\kimola. necessary to praise the hon. :'1 Ir Balcwa, in 

Though I am a new l\ Iember I have some tr~cing out the historical reasons why it has 
been believed that the ::\ orth is not taking up at 

comments to make on this 1\-Iotion, because this · h h S :\I · once Wit t e outh. \Ve accept the reasons 
. otwn no doubt is a l\ Iotion that every citizen but I want him to know that in the South 
of this great ;:\igeria should contribute some- many of us do not believe that the :'-iortherners 
th!ng which he thinks is right, and which he are behind us. We believe that they are still 
thmks m il be useful to the future of this 
country. Sir, I can call this hon. H ouse the going ahead as we are, and there is no proof to 

assure us to-dav that the 1'< ortherners are not 
Federation of ~igeria because without doubt it as the Southerners. 
represents Nigeria as a whole. As everv 
:'IIember here speaks for and on behalf of th~ 
entire pop ulat ion of ;:\i"eria as a whole it 
follows tha t if our decision" is "Ood it is "Ood fo r 
all, and if it is bad of course "I cannot ~ay it is 
bad fo r all because it can be amended, but the 
amendment will be a difficult one. For that 
~cason let us prot_ect ouselves and our country 
from the begmmng. Let us bend our iron 
when it is hot and this is the time for us to bend 
our iron into any shape. Therefore let us 
contribute our views so that we can put solid 
and good foundation for N igeria not only for 
ourselves but for our sons and grand-grandsons. 
So that we shall leave behind very good historic 
reputation for the country. 

Let us demolish some old thoughts and 
replace them by new ideology and modern 
tdeas so as to obtain good and useful self
government for all Nigeria. But .not self
government that can only be usefu l and 
enjoyable in some part of the country ; we 
want self-government that can be useful to 
every son and daughter of this country. 

Sir, let us look forward and backward left 
and right because self-government is no Joke. 

At the same time, I think it is a natural 
thing. If two brothers are walking on a 
JOUrney and one of them happens to be fe,·erish, 
the other one must wait and see that that one 
becomes well, so that the two of them will 
reach the,_;;'Jal of their destination. I think 
nobody is doubting that the South must give 
time to the ~orth, so that we all get to the goal 
of independence at one t ime and on one date, 
and in the same year, 1959. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I wish also to pay tribute 
to the hon. Chief S. L. Akintola. He has been 
a very good friend of many of us on this side 
and on the other side of the House, but to-day 
has been the only day the Chief has shown that 
he believes in the oneness of this country. 
For him to accep t the Amendment so easi ly, 
Mr Speaker, I owe him praise, and I think the 
country will remember him for ever for this act 
of goodness. 

Some people have referred to the quest for 
self-government and independence in this 
country, but I think it is necessary to remind 
ourselves that in the early 1930's, when the 
Nigerian National Democratic Party was 
formed, followed immediately by what was 
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called the Youth Movement, the people of this So we want independence, we want to 
country d id not seem to have known that it was govern ourseh·es. I n whate,·cr way, we sha ll 
necessary for man to look after hi s own affa irs, be happy to sec that we mana"C our own 
but in 1 'H7 we all remember, and I bclie,·e all affa irs and carry ou rsch·cs to the" goa l of ou r 
the hon . :'lkmbers of this House do remember, own destination. 
when the ::\C::\C sent a delegat ion to London. 
On their return it was believed that British 
imperialism of this country had been con
quered, and I th ink tha t was true. Britain, 
from that time took a d itferent way of looking 
at ::\igeria. 

\\'e ha,·e been praising Britain fo r their 
goodness and kindness in go,·c rnment, but we 
must not forcet that in praising l3ritain fo r 
being good to the people of th is country \\·e 
must also remember Providence "· ho was 
primari ly responsible fo r the act. \\' lut if the 
\\.e-st Coas t of .-\ frica h:1d not been kno" ·n as 
the "\\'hite :\Ia n's Gra,·c" ? Do ,·ou think 
that South .-\frica would be better th~n \' igeria 
and othe r parts of th is \\'es t Coast of .-Hrica ? 
In praising Britain we must associate with it, 
"·hat God has done. Furthe rmo re, the mos
quito of \\'est .-\ frica must ha,·c his own share 
of the praise. (Laug!.-!er) . I mean to say if 
Bri tain had been gi,·en e\·c ry chance, naturally 
the people wou ld :it:ly. occupy, and perhaps 
fo llow the great nationalis t of England in his 
statement-"\\'hat we have "·e must hold" ; 
so to-day, \vhate,·cr has come to bring us good
ness, we must be grateful- number one, to 
God-and then secondly, to the people "·ho 
worked it out. 

:'\ Ir Speaker, S ir, in my supporting of the 
:\lotion fo r the celebration of independence fo r 
\'ige ria in 1959, I wish humblv to s tate that "·e 
have not been demanding independence based 
on hate. We know Britain has tried he r best 
to give us good government, but we arc demand
ing independence as a ri ght. \Ve must not 
leave it and allow a forei gn or alien maste r race 
to govern the people, no matter what yo u 
should say. An hon . ?.Icmber from the 
Opposition has referred to it this morning, and 
many of my Colleagues themselves tried to 
oppos(', when he said that it is better for vou to 
give yourselves bad government than to allow 
a foreigner to give you his own best government. 
I associate mvself with him because it is natural. 
If you wound yourself you won't feel the pain 
as much as when another man wounds you. 
If this is right, I think we must accept it that 
the best fo reign government of another people 
will not be accepted as the bad government of 
the people themselves. 

:\Ir Speake r, Si r, t\\·o Lictors arise in our 
p resent measure of self-go,·c rn rne nt. \\'e ha,·e 
agreed that we arc, in a way. ~df-go\·crning 
ourselves. but hon. :\ Iembcrs ha,·c mentioned 
that in the present government, take the 
Federat ion of ::\igeria, we ha,·c offic ials in the 
Cab inet, and we h;n·e sti ll the ,·eto power:; of 
the G o,·erno r:;, supported by what the,· ca ll 
Royal Instructions. T he date is n<l\V being 
fixed ; our dclegatcs are hereby bcing told 
that on rc,Jchi ng Londo n, these t•so factors 
in our prcsem go,·ernment must be remo,·ed . 
Officials must ha ,·e their own place outs ide 
the Cabinet. the.: Governor should ha,·c no 
more \·eto power, and the Royal Instructions 
will become plain, no more in conspiracy. 

\Vhy I am saying that is this: a nation 
wi ll be respo nsible when you gi,·e the whole 
chance to the people to try their best ; if we 
continue to be ruled bv the secre t instructio ns 
of officials and Ront' Instructions, then we 
shall not claim to ha,·e been ruling ourseh·es 
responsib ly. So what I am emphasisi ng is 
that on return from London ncxt :'llav or 
June, we "·ould be \·cry pleased to find · that 
this co un:r~: assurnc3 rcs p0n;;i:) le ~0 \·ern rn e nt 
in lt.:) : ... ~ ~: ::.:~ ... . . l!h i · : .. LL . -> :: ~ t: ? ;.. ;·; .J..; :·· ii. ·x: .i'-: l 
we h:l,·e to prepare. so th,n befo re I ')59, and 
after I ')5 ') , ::\ igeria can casih· stand and demand 
Dom in ion S tatus from I3r itai n. 

An hon. :'IL-,nber has emphasised that that 
demand is no t a begging, and from histo ry 
we know that Britain does not want anyone 
to beg. If you prove that yo u are right, 
I think that Britain will be the first ~ation to 
give yo u what you want. 

There is no doubt that Xigeria is ready 
to manage her own affairs, and therefore the 
Hon. Lennox Boyd, in his usual way, is be ing 
told now to prepare to accept a demand for 
independence in 1959. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I would like to assure our 
delegates to the London Conference that 
this ::VIotion is a mandate, not from a few people, 
it is a mandate from the 32 million plus people 
of this country. \Ve are elected from divisional 
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bases-there is no part of th is count ry that 
is not rep resented in this House. I therdo re 
bdie,·e the1t the delega tes go ing to Londo n 
m il make this sho \\'-thcrc is no po"·cr as:a in 
to o\·erride our dec ision. :\o man "'i ll c~me 
and begi n to say, ' '\\'ha t are yo u sayi ng ' " 
\\'e ha,·e g i,·cn a mand:tte from 32 mil lion 
people in this countn·. \\'e <km.tnd our 
indepen dence in I ') 5') . .. -\nd if t here is ;1nv 
t ro uble. then \\'c \\'t il u ke u p that t roub l~ 
;J.S being the Cciusc of the d isunit\' of thi s 
country. If he is a man, he " ill suffer; if he 
is the Sccreta n · of S utc, ho.: wi ll lca,·c that 
State t he1t d;1y.' .-\nd I hope b)· any me;J. ns 
that ;J.rc possib le, G reat ll rit:tin is listening 
to us. Th o.: coun try demands independence 
in l 959. 

:\lr Spe:tke r, :-; ir. there \\'i ll be no need to re
peat what o the r >peakers ha,·e said, bu t in 
co nclusion I hu mbh· a,;k that \\'hen our dde
g:Hcs reach Londo;1, le t there he no ot her 
reaso n to ret urn to this count ry \\'i tho ut gett ing 

:;-: 1! .. :1!' · : ~· ,, t· rh c ... ·:·!ehr:ttinn nf \" i[!eri:ln ir.~: ~.: 

pendencc in I 1 5'!; assur:mcc of the o ffici~ls 
~cttin !.! ofT thi ;-; F:..·l.it:r:d C :1bin·~ t: a:;::;ur:ln~ :: 
of the \'(; tQ power of the Go,-c rnors o r G,>,·c r
nor-G cneral, bei ng abolished ; and fiml h- . 
that the :\linisters of S tate will take up the 
mana!!cment of ou r o"·n affairs b,· themsch'es 
to m:~ke the period of transition bet\\'een now 
and llJS() a posit i,·c proo f that :\ige ri:t ce1 n 
m.an ag~..: her own :J.rLt irs . 

:\[r Speaker , Sir, \\'i th these fe\\' wNds, I beg 
to su pport. 

The Minister of Research and Infor
mation (The hon. Chief Kola\\'ok ll alognn) : 
:\ Ir S peaker, Sir, I am going to be ,·cry brief. 
:\fany speeches ha\'e been made, all that is left 
is an attestat ion of faith b,· :\ationalis ts in 
this House. It can flO\\' be ·said of us in this 
hon. H ouse, this F edc ral H ouse of Rt:prescnt:J
ti\'es, that this is our finc~t hour. I am sure 
that manv hon . :\Icmbcrs will share one 
experience here to-day- that this country 
decides to ha\'e independence, not only in form, 
but a lso in reality, for we cannot be truly free 
until our minds ;1rc free in common association, 
and in common pursuit. Sir, the great 
Edmond Burke, speaking on the 3rd of :\o"em
ber, 1774, after being declared elected as a 
:\!ember of Parli ament bv tht: Citv of Bristol, 
spoke as fo llows : "P;1rlia~ent is not a Congre,;s 
of Ambassadors from different and hostik 
in teres ts, which interes ts they must maintain 

as an agent and advocate against other agents 
and admc:nes, b ut Parliament is a dcl iberati,·e 
asscmbl,· of one natio n, \\'i th one intc rest ,- that 
oi· t!1e ,;·hok-\\·here, no t local pu rposes, no t 
loca l prej ud ic,·s ought trJ guide , but the ge neral 
good resu lting from the gene ral ree1son of the 
\\'hole. " 

Sir, the lt:a rncd and hollio ur:~b l e Lt:ader of the 
Oppositio n. Chi d S . L. .-\kintola, has indic:l!cd 
this qu ite clearly in th is House to-Jay. I m us t 
s.t•: th:~t b,· th is action, he h:1s cont ri buted in no 
sn;all me:tsu re to ou r p rogrcs> to\\·ards od f
detc r mi n:~ ri on . by m:~kin ;; our dccis ion-
ll !l:.llllnl l JU S. ( l !1 1errupt i1Jn). 

ChiefS. L. Akintola : \\'c se t an example 
fo r :\igaia. 

The M inister of Researc h and Infor
mation : :\o l\· that \\'C , the people of :\ige ria, 
in p:~rl ia mc n t assembled , ha,·c declared our 
fai th and determination unanimoush' to ach ic\·e 
ou r own inde pe ndence, let e•:ernhing that \\'C 

l ~ ·) ~· :- ' ::: :· n·:: nn ::n ~() ..: o : ~ ; -.: · ::: ~ : .:." l ~~.:" .... !;,tui! , 
consciousl y and fr~d y ta ke n by us . :\ige ria is 
J ~-~:-~ "-' \..: :- :-:~ lry, .utd ht.: r pro!,!:.: :-:: .> .!r:.: therefore 
gn:at and nun ifold, but \\'i th s incere undc r
su ndi:tg of oursd ,·cs \\'C s h:~ ll re;1ch our goal. 

:\[ r Speaker, Sir . I \\' ish to take this oppo r
tun ity to congratulate t\\'O g reat sons oi this 
Federation of :\ igc ri:t. \\'ho are playing and 
ln :e pl.t\· t:d a nHbt ,·ir.d p:1 rt in the Jff:t irs of 
thi s Fed<:ration, and \ d tO h;l\'C made it poss ible 
fo r \\' hat is ha ppen[ng here to -day to take placc; 
'"'10 h:H·e m:~dc it poss ible to r those uf us \\'ho 
are :\kmbcrs of this hon. House to take part in 
this hi··.:_ ,ry "h ich is in the making. I refer, 
:\lr Speaker, to the !ton. the :\Iinister of 
Transport, :\.bubakar T afawa llalewa, and the 
:\[ in ister of Communicat ions and .-\,· iation , 
D r K. 0 . :\l badi\\'c, who h;J.\'C , by their patie nce, 
their t:Jct and sdf.effaccmcnt, sho,nt that the 
people of this country can \\'Ork toge ther. 

:\[r Speaker, S ir, [beg to support. (.-lpplause.) 

Mr 0. C. Agwuna (A\\'ka) : l\lr Speaker, 
S ir, I am only the voice of the people. I only 
want to add a few words to the :\lotion as 
amended,_ because I feel one or two points seem 
to have been omitted. It is not mv intention 
to . touch any point that has been ~overed by 
the pre\'ious speakers ; I also do no t want to lay 
any emphasis on those points. I only want to 
to uch points which to my mi nd ha\'e not been 
mentioned at all. 
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F irs t of all, in congratul ;J.ting the Leader of 
the Opposition, and those who ha,·e assisted .in 
amend ing the orig inal M otion, I want to say 
that " ·e must sta rt fro m now, to lea rn to avo id 
the desire to lay too much claim of ~·ne rs h i p 
or orig ina lity to se rve in any good \\'Ork, which 
wou ld be better clai med as the \\·ork of us all. 

:\ I:i ny :\!embers who spoke on the :\lotion 
as amended \\'anted to g i,·e the impression that 
it \\·as not th is man or that man " ·ho o rig imted 
the idea of the :\lotion fo r sd f-go,·e rnment. 
T o pu rsue that ,·cry bad point "·ould be ruinous 
to the idee1 behind the i\Iot ion. That is nw 
fi rs t \\'a rn in!! . T he second is, that I " ·am to 
join the :\[ iniste r of Researc h and Information 
in cong ratulat ing the :\I in istcr of Transport 
and the :\l iniste r of Communications and 
:\.,·[a rion. (.-lpplause.) T h is :\lot ion as 
amended has been the resul t of tlte attitude, 
the beha,·iour, the co nduc t, of :\!embe rs of 
this House to\\'ards one another. If "'" want 
this :\lot io n as amended to be a reali ty in l959, 
\\'e must tn · to co ntinue to beha,·e ourseh·es to 
impress ourseh·es, no t to do anything by 
\\'Ords or by deed \\'hi ch will gi ,·e peoplt: fro m 
various parts of the country the impression 
that one man is supe rio r to the other. 

The other point I \\'an t to make is certain 
ass ignments "·hich might not be clear to some 
:\Iembcrs of th is House. I think the Counci l 
of :\ Iin istcrs ha,·e got two ass ig nments bct\\'een 
no"· and l'J59. :\umbe r one ass ignment is 
this. :\Iallam Bale \\'a , in his speech ment io ned 
the issue of +6,000 }[embers of the l!":ideral 
Pub lic Se r·: ice. I would like the Council of 
:\linisters , not onh· the African :\!embe rs of 
that Council of :VIi~is te rs, but also the offic ials, 
because, as I speak now, my mind is set with 
the belief that just as African members are 
interested in this q uestion of se lf-go\'e rnment, 
o r inde pendence, the officia ls too are also 
interested because, afte r all, if we are free we 
shall ha,·e bette r opportunity of becoming 
more fri endly. 

T he Council of :\'linis te rs must try to find 
a workable means or a device bv which the 
~ortherners will be gi,·en not onlv the impres
sion, but the practical assurance that Northern
ers, no matter their limitations academicallv, 
\\'ill be fitt ed in properly and better proportio~
atcly. 

The second issue is that the Council of 
i\Iin istc rs-and th is t ime I mean the African 

!\!embers-must take the in itiati ,·e ; it IS an 
appeal from this H ouse,'16 impress upon the 
leaders of the major po fitica l pa rt ies to take 
more interes t in the Fedcr;J.l set -up. 

Now, one assignment fo r the \'arious poli tical 
parties in the So uth , and I rde r pa rticubrl v to 
the East and the West. Thev should co ns ~de r 
whe ther it will not be neces;ary fo r the East 
and the \ Vest to sort of mo,·e one step back
ward and mark t ime in the interests of the 
North and the in te rests of the "·hole coun tr\'. 
After all , if the North sa,·s, " I will be read,· ;n 
l 959 for Regional s~lf-go ,·e rnment", ·the 
sections of the South " ·hich mav be readv fo r 
sel f-government no\\', or b st Yc:{r, though · they 
\\' ill be losing, at the same time it " ·ill be an act 
of sacrifice, it \\' ill be a good gesture, if the•: sav 
to the Yo rt h , " .-\!tho ugh \\'e arc ready no;,. fo.r 
self-govern ment, fo r your sake \\'e "' ill dda\' 
it till l 959. " ::\o\\' , I do no t thi nk any sac ri li c~ 
will be too g reat fo r a:ty of the · southe rn 
sectio ns to make. 

.·\fter all, you all remembe r one of the leading 
members o f the Action G roup P,.1rtv, or the 
Action G ro up Go\'ern ment in the · Western 
Region, in the person of .-\n tho n y Enaho ro, a 
young man like that, actually suffe red imp riso n
ment three ·times fo r this count r\·. :\o\\' fo r a 
man like that , in his age, in his yo uth, to 'suffer 
so much of phys ical mortification, I do not 
think it war be too much a sacrifice fo r ei ther 
the East o r the \\ 'est to \\·ai t till l 951) so that 
freedom or indepc nde, tce , .. ill be u n:mimous at 
all lc,·els . 

Mr S peake r, Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr R. A. Fani-Kayode (l fc) : :\·Ir Speaker. 
S ir, this is a \'e ry momentous occasion. :\s 
fro m to-day ::\ igeria is free-free because, as 
from to-day, we speak \\'i th one voice, acknow
ledging ~igerian freedom . It "' ill only take us 
two years to take over the machinery for running 
that freedom because, principally, freedom is a 
matter of the will, and the spirit, and the new 
spirit of Nige ria is born to-day. I hope it will 
live in us, and I hope it willli,·e for ever. 

A few M embers to-dav said that freedom is 
an inalienable right, that we have the right to 
freedom . I must say, with all respect to them, 
that in the world of to-day there is no inalienable 
right to freedom. Freedom must be fought for 
and won. 

I would also like to say th;J.t in the present 
decade Great Britain has historically split the 
atom . By that I mean that, looking back in 
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history it has never been known for any mtion however benevolent that domination might be. 
in se rvitude to be freed by the grace of the Why then should we ? .-\nd I must thank the 
Master Race. It has neve r been known, Britishers iQ. this country for putting that 
excepting Ceylon and Ghana. But Great spirit in us. · ·[ remember, and I must thank 
Britain su bjectively has changed the course of again the old principals of King's College. who 
history. We live in our times, and most of us taught us British history, how they fought for 
are so· occupied with th.,,.> resent and our own freedom, how this m~n did this and another did 
diffi cult ies here that we do not look at this that. At the time I do not know whether they 
issue from the broader aspect. realised the far reaching effects. We at the 

A gentleman in this House said th:lt G reat time were app lying our mi nds to :'\igeria o<1 the 
Britain finds it easy to adapt herse lf to circum- same lines. 
stances. That is not correct. Great Britain is \V:: believe that it is proper for members of 
adapting circumstances to herself now, because all races first and foremo;t to fight for their own 
Great Britain is the only count ry I know that has country and then later think of international 
willingly surrendered self-government to subject rebtions. :'\igcrian freedom must not be to us 
races to create a Commonwealth . .-\ lot of the end of our st ruggles. .-\s so mcbod,· sa id 
people might be surp rised that this comes this morning ":--.iiger ian freedom is just the 
from me. I was not attuned on that wave- begin ning of our struggles" . .I would not like 
length at all. I had alw~ys belic,•ed that, like to see flags and buntings and fes tivities on the 
other nations, \\'e ha,·e to suffe r and fight for day of :'\ igerian freedom. I would like that day 
fre edom . I had al\\·ays prepared my mind to be a national day of prayer: to pray that we 
towards that end, and had always tried to have got out of sen·itudc and to dedicate our
prepare the minds of our people to that end. seh·es to the serv ice of th is country. I hope, 
But Great Britain has made it completely and I am certain that, all \[embers of this 
unnecessary. It is a surprise to me and, House will take it in good faith that such 
I am sure, that attitude of mind is a pleasant dedication is necessar !· It is not a day of 
surprise to the whole world. I am certain pleasure, it is a day when we shall have to sta rt 
that if other colonial powers-like France, tightening our belts. It is a day when we shall 
Portugal, Belgium and Holland-will emulate start to realise that the concept of freedom is not 
the new spirit that is born to-day, and on that easy. It is a day when we shall h<l\'e to realise 
day when Ghana attained freedom, the wo rld th<lt we shall have to stand in the zoo of inter
'"ifl be a better place to li,·e in. n:Hional politics, where the sun·i,·,1l of the fittest 

[ would also like to sa'.· that in the past we, is the rule. F reedom to us should mean an 
am certain all of us, had felt some slight in opportunity for total gah·anisation of all our 

being labelled British, members of the British powers and all our energies; it should mean an 
Emp'ire . But [ can assure.,rl-,is House that opportunity for achic,·cme nt ~nd an opportunity 
from the d<!\' \\·e are free we shall not onh· like to jump o,·er centuries of de,·elopment. \Ve 
to be labelled British, but we shall be labelled cannot afford a gradual evolution like Great 
British and be proud of it, for then we shall Britain. (Hear, hear). We have to jump 
b<" members of the British Common,n•alth of through centuries of Western civi lisation and I 
Nations, anc! then I caP stretch the hands of believe we can succeed, as Japan and Russia 
fr iendship to the Chief Secretary to the have also succeeded. 
Government -became I am certain at that Last of all I would like to say that I have the 
time he might be the British Ambassador in mandate of this side of the House and I am 
Nigeria. certain I shall have the mandate as well from my 

I am certain that the only barrier between Friends on the other side of the House to say, 
oursel ves and officials to-dav is not because that we are prepared to co-operate with the 
we hate them. I want them to appreciate North the whole way, in order to has ten the 
that. And I am not saying this to make them day of freedom in Nigeria. (Applause). I can 
feel goed. I am saying this because I believe assure this House, if the )Jorth is to-day 
it. Most of us have not believed in our considered backward, we cannot si t down in the 
White Officials because it is the very thing West or in the East and sav the North is 
we admire in them that they detest in us. I backward. If the North is ba-ckward, N igeria 
will not believe that Great Britain would for one is backward. (Hear, hear). If there is any 
moment subject herself to any domination, Member of this legislature or any servant of 
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the Government or persons of good\\·i ll who :\ll these th ings are very nice to hear but 
can do anything towards the race of the :'\orther- e,·e ryo ne knows sincerely that we have problems 
ncrs to keep step with us, we gi,·c you that in this country. It is only with tact and 
assurance to-day, that we sha ll gi ,·e you ou r understanding we can tackle them. I hope 
fullest support. (A pplause). that they a rc sett led before anybody leaves 

In conclud ing, Sir, I would like to say, I shore. (Hear, hear) . 
cannot quote fro m foreign books ; I ha,·e \[r Speaker, in .-\pr il last year, l\Ir DaYid 
fo rgot ten most of Shakespe<1re. But [ can say \Llrshall, the then Chief :\linister of S ingapore, 
this: th<l t [ shall make a small quou:ion from the led - a Delegation to London. Sir, chey 
march ing song of the .-\ction Group .-\ssoci<1ti on. arri,·ed in that City, with divided opinions, 
We all know tha t the greatest number of people the result is they did not achieve anything 
in :\igeria arc either Christ ian or \[usl im. \\ 'e producti,·e and the Delegation returned home 
all know th<lt the cross is the Chri stian emblem in sutfering and separated. That is what I 
and we also know that the crescent moon is the am trying to amid here . Mr Speaker, all 
\lusl im embkm. \\'e say: this supcrfluqus business about unity should 

be left a\\·a,· and let us look at the country as 
one. ( Hca~. hear). \[r Speaker, if the Br[tish 
Go,·ernment o r if the British people ha\·e 
not don~ anythi ng in :--.- igeria, they ha,·e done 
at least one thing and that is they have gi,·en 
this vast country a name "Nigeria", the 
coum ry of tht: mighty :'\ iger. That is the 
name that is a new th ing to us, whether, after 
the indepcncl.:nce we will continue to retain 
the word " :'\igeria", or we shall be doing away 
with the British rule, as well as the name that 
they have already gi,·en to this vast country 
I do not know. 

"Bbw ncd with cr~scen t moon anJ cross, 
Our righteous standards proud ly fl~·. 
Triumphant in God's struggle for 
Bl ack rule throughout Black .-\frica . 
:--.iige ri<1, :'\igcria : we hail you r call; 
We rise to thee ; 
In li fe , in death, we pledge our souls to th~e ." 

I think the concept of a black nation being 
bound together by their common glo ry and 
destiny and being potentially the first .-\frican 
power, ap<!rt from the Gold Coast, should be the 
underlyi ng fac tor that must unify us. The 
destiny of a free Nigeria is tremendous. The 
possibilities of a free :'\igeria arc withou t end. 
A free :'\igeri<1 must spearhead the freedom of 
all bbck peop les South of the Sahara. [ am 
certain that we can go to our people and tell 
them th<lt their s<1crifice has just starred, not for 
the glory oi our nation <!lone . but r·or the glnry 
ot ~II .-\;'r i.::> n peopk s th roughou t th~ wi10k 
world. 

i\lr Speak~ r. I beg to support the .-\~endmcnt . 

M. Bello Dandago, Sarkin Dawaki (South 
West Central Kana) : Mr Speaker, Sir, my 
well is nearly dried up but still no amount of 
repetition will be superfluous about the unity of 
N igeria, about coming down to a certain 
agreement of our L eaders, before they leave the 
shore. Sir, no amount of mandate will be of 
any advantage. will be of any use to our dele
gates going to London, unless, Sir, there is the 
vital issue: in Nigeria being a big country with 
big problems, unless these problems are 
properly thrashed and drafted out, not covered, 
Sir, not covered, because if they are covered 
only superficially covered, they are inferior. 
Sir, before anything is communicated to the 
Delegation , before a big quarr~l starts, Sir, 
before anything is done it shoult! go by vote. 

Well, I refuse to be sentimental. That 
a siste r country next door has achieved some
thi n:::, I \\·e!come it and I commend it. It 
has -g i,·en us impetus, but I refuse to be 
senti menta l. As men we are maste rs of our 
d~ s t inic s : we shall shape them, not because 
someboJ~· h:ts ~I'J t it in Ghana. :'\o. T:1e ir 
hi:Hory is different. Anything is different, 
including the phenomenon between the Gold 
Coas t and :-iigeria. The old Gold Coast, now 
Ghana, has given us impetus. That is very 
good. But we are different people with 
different problems. They faced theirs and 
you knew at that time how they handled them. 
We have not started yet but I am glad a 
gesture is being made. 

I think it is the duty of everybody here and 
every politician in Nigeria, every Pressman 
with the radio helping, to see to it that the 
important questions are settled here first. 
Othem·ise, Sir, I very much doubt whether 
we would not go to London-! don't say that 
I will go, but whoever will-to show what 
sort of people we are. I hate that. Let us 
not go to the British country and show them 
that we are sti ll childish in our minds. To 
avoid this, Sir, the hon. the Sardauna of 
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Sokoto, the ho n. Chief Obakmi .\"·olo"·o 
and the hon. Dr :\namdi .-\ ziki\\·e ar~ now 
coming tog"the r, and b,· the ass ista!lce of 
e\·ervo ne here and outside we sh.dl hcl? them 
to so'h ·e all these ditficul ties. 

In assoc iating myself "·ith the speech of the 
hon. the :\[ inister o f T ransport, Sir, ther" is 
o ne po in t <,•;'l ich [ w:mt to "'ake . Sdf
gon!rnmcnt is as naturJl a des ire as lnarri:t!!L". 
[·\·en·bud,· '':.1 :1ts r 1) ndc hint~d ;·_ 'rh tt - ~:-' 
o nh· · natu.ral. Uut it is in.llh-isablc r·u r :1 btl\' 

to ,·narry whilt undt:r a:.;e : at h:ast , it is in:Hkis·
abk medical [\· . So the people o n thi s side 
while ,;a,·inu that th~ :\.!'.C. a,; a l'a rtv nc1·~r 
decided ·for"'a c!dinit~ dat~ fur selt-r;u1·c·rnmem 
of this 1·ast crJU ntn·, we mean wh.H \\'C ,;av. 
\\'" ne1-cr did sit (l•l" n and uke a decision . 
That is what ;he hon. the :\l ini.<tcr of Trans
port has mad~ clear and "·h ich ,·ie\\· [ am 
supporting. Bu t .. ... . 

The Minist e r of Communications and 
Aviation (Dr h:. 0. :\[badiwc): .-\ ncl a big 
"but"! 

M. Bello Dandago : Yes, it is a big ' 'hut" 
. . . . ( Lnughter 'J . .. . :\lr S pectkcr. Si r, it i,; 
cr ratiticcl bv the effecti,·e opinion •>1. the :\•Jrt h. 
\ \ ·hen I :;a~• ''etfccti,·c opinion," Sir, I mean the 
majority opinion, the peoele who ha,·e sent us 
here. It has to be ratt hed b,· our leaders, 
by ou r party leaders, by the ·Party. by the 
people and by e1·eryboJy .. . . . 

Chief S. L. Akintola : (Oshun \\'est) : 
They ha,·e co nndence in you ! 

M. Bello D andago : .\ ml I h:t,·e co nfidence 
in them too . . . . (L<w/:lcter). 

:\lr Speaker. :'iir, we ha ,·e ne,·c r set do11·n and 
decided fo r a cle tinite date for indepemlenc" 
of this Federatio n. \ Vei l, 1 am glad that for 
the first time, S ir, the people on this s ide of 
the House are not misunderstood as in l ')53 .... 

The Minister of Research and Informa
tion (Chief Kolawole Balogun) : That will no t 
happen again . 

M. Bello Dandago :Well, I hope it will not. 
So, lVIr Speaker, all that I am trying_ to say is 
that the nucleus speech of the :\l m1stcr of 
Transport is that the :\.P .C. nc\'er decided for a 
definite date fo r se[f-go ,·ernmcnt for the whole 
F ederation. 

Mr Speaker, I would very much hope that 
our leaders before they leave these shores 
will put their cards o n the table, play them in at 
very, very good and humorous way and sett le 
things; other\\·isc I can see trouble e1lw~d. 

:\ l r Speaker, beg to support the :\lotion 
as amended . 

Chi e f J. I. G . Onyia (.-\saba): :\lr S~eakc r, 
S ir, w -clay is a clay of jubilation anct tt yo u 
lnok attenti1·ck, you wi ll see the stgn tficance 
of the day , you ":ill find the exampk of three 
in one .... (.-lpplacue) . ... 

Some hon. Memb ers : T h ree fea thers on 
11n:.: h ~.: :ttl ! 

Chicf Onyia : Well, C\l r Speaker, pertinence 
forbids us in deal ing "·ith this :\lotio n to 
harp on ou r domestic ditfcrences. :\Ir Speaker, 
Sir, this House is abso lutely competent to 
di;cuss an1· matter within its own competence. 
S ir, " ·hen ·~~ · e in this House pass a :\lotion , as 
we are go ing to do here, we do express .rhe 
decision of th is H ouse. It in no way prcJudtces 
whcJtc,·er the parties existing in the wuntry will 
cln. I t clues not in any way J<!O parcltse the 
cb:isions of the Regio nal G overnments if they 
feel otherwise. It does not e1·en jeopardise 
what an1· other po li tica l pa rty may say, but it 
is the op;nion of the H ouse and it may influence 
the ckci;inn of those going to London . 

I t we are go i n~ to return to ~igeria fron1 
London success iull v the nrs t item O ll the 
.-\genda during the· Constitut ion~! s;onf~rencc. 
should be the independence ot ::-.i tgena. It 
that is done, if we succeed in fixing the date 
fo r the independence of ::--iigeria, all other 
thi ngs will follow as clay is fo llowed by night. 
(.-lpplause) Once we people have started to 
think .1bout :\igcria as a whole, other thmgs, 
"·he th~r cl i1·iding .:\igeria in this wa}: or not, 
\\·ill not arise ; they become domest tc ISsues 
wh ich "· ill be e1·cntually resoh-ecl. 

:\ow, the only thing that will follo w after 
fixing the date in London, if even we re turn 
with onlv that, will be the necessary safeguards 
for the ·Federa tion , so that when yo u ha1·e 
those safeauards and you agree on the citizen
ship of e\":ery m an in N igeria, and _the rights 
of the minority fixed, any other thmg, 1 am 
perfec tly sure will not matter. When_ we 
come back, we shall come back successfully. 

Sir, I will not go much further, as time is 
against me, but there is one thing m_o re I 
wish to say before I take my seat as I \~Ill not 
let such a :.\lotion lapse. Rem embenng all 
that has gone before, all the events that have 
led us to this dav, well, S ir, I would say that I 
have every reaso n to be jubilant and thank God. 

\lr Speaker, S ir, I beg to support. 
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Alhaji Abdulkadiri Makama (Centra[ 
Za ria) : T o-day, S ir, Tuesday 26th :\larc h , 
1957 is a memorable date which wi ll be mo~ 
prominently -recorded in the history of :\igcria·.' 
To-da,·, Sir, we ha,·e debated a :\lotion which 
1vhen passed will g i,·e a 1·ery important mandate 
to the 1~'h. :\-!embers who will be representing 
this country at the Constitutional Conference. 

S ir, I beg to support. 

Mr Speaker : I think it is the wish of the 
" ·hole House that \\·e should now come to a 
dec ision, \vhich might b..: unanimous after 
this memorab le debate . 

.llain Question, as amended, put and agreed to. 

Resohed, nemine contradicente, That th is 
House hereby gives the F ecleral delegates 
from the political parties who are goi ng to 
the :\igerian Constitutio nal Conference, to be 
held on the 23rd :\LJ.v, 1957, in London, a 
ma ndate to demand independence for :\igeria 
within the British Commonwealth in 1 ') 59. 

Adjournment 

The Minister of Labour and W e lfare 
(Chief F. S. Okotie-E boh ) : Sir, I be~ to 
mo1·e, Th~t this H uuse do no" · adjo urn . 

The Minister of R esearch and Informa
tion (Chief Kola Balogun): Sir, I beg to 
second. 

Mr L. A. Lawai (lbadan East) : :\l r 
S peake r, Sir, I wish to defer the subject I 
wanted to raise on the .-\djo urnment until 
tomorro\\·. 

Question ;•i and agreed to. 

Resoli:ed, That this H ouse do now adjourn. 

.-ldjoume,/ accordingly at ,·ixteen minutes to 
si.v o'clock until 10 a.m. on lVeduest!Gl·, 27th 
.1!~t:.:h, 1 1) ~;- " 

QUESTIONS AND WRITTEN ANSWERS 

Question-

W.138. Mr L. S. Fonka asked the i.\Iinister 
of Land, Mines and Power :-

If he is aware that an ae rial survey of the 
Southern Cameroons arranged by the Colonial 
S urvey Organisation last year did not take 
place ; and if he will now arrange that when eve r 
weather permits suitable aerial photographs of 
Victoria, Buea, T iko, Kumba and Bamenda be 
taken to faci litate the preparation of plans 
sui tab le for town planning purposes. 

,,J. /Is-;~·er-

The Minister of Land, Mines and 
Power : T ende rs for the aerial photography 
of two areas in :\ig<!ria we re invited by Her 
\lajesty 's Treasury in F ebruary 1956, and 
contracts we re a\\·ardcd to the A ircra ft Opera
ting Company of South .-\frica Limited to 
photograph I S,OOO square miles of the So uth ern 
Cameroons and 15,001) sq uare mi les of the 
Pla teau respecti,·dy. .-\ sun·ey aircraft ar ri1-cd 
in :\igeri:t o n the 2<Jth February. i <J5f.. and 
remai ned until the enu nf :\lay, 1956 . It \\·as 
based on Jos ai rport. Owing to aLh-crsc 
weather, it obtained o nh- a small nu mber of 
photographs of the Platea~ area ancl none at all 
of the Southern Cameroons. 

The contract 11·a$ next extended and anothe r 
of the Contra'cto r's :tircraft returned to Jos on 
1st October, 1956, and succeeded in photo
graphing about 13,1)1)() square m il es of the 
Plateau area. It mo1·ed to Tiko airport o n the 
5th December, 1956, and remained the re unt il 
the 29th January, I 957. when it left :\igeria, 
ha1·ing agai n f:.~ikJ , because o f he:t,·y ha rmattan 
hale :•;~clio"· doud, to obtain .toy- photographs 
of th ;.! Southc.: rn C.lr. !L' ; ()f)n ..: . r ~ ;, tl ~ < k:- s tond 
that fresh tenckrs will be in,·ited to eornpkte 
these two areas and that an aircraft will arri1·c 
in the cou rse of this year, the exact date being 
at present undec ided by the Directo rate of 
Colonia[ SurYeys. 

The "·hole cost of this \\·o rk is being borne by 
Colonia[ Development and \\'e[fare .-\ct fu nds. 

T he aerial photog raphy rct'crred to IS 
p rimarily for the purpose of medium-scale 
topographical mapping, \\'ith pa rticular rtfer
ence to the geo logica l mapping of the Plateau 
area. 

An aircraft chartered bv the F eclera l Su n·e,· 
Department ll't.llll tne \\'es t .-\ irican Airway's 
Corporation is continuously engaged in photo
graphy for topographica l mapping of large 
areas in Southern Xigeria and cannot at present 
be dive rted from this heavy programme. If 
weather conditions permit, it might be possible 
to attempt the photography of the towns 
m entioned later in the year. 

Question-

W.148. Chief E. 0. Omoiodun asked the 
Chief Secretary of the Federation :-

If he is aware that Nigerians returning to 
their country from the French Ivory Coast 
are barred from taking their belongings with 
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them; and if he will take steps to remove this pensioners concerned. If there arc any such 
restriction. c~ses in the :\orthern Region, any pcns10ner 

Answer-
The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 

[ a•.1ware that there are currency restrictions 
in force in the Territory of the hory Coast, 
as elsewhere in French West Africa, which 
limit the amount of the remittances which may 
be made to countries outside the French Cnion . 
I am not aware of restrictions on the remO\·al 

· of personal property other than money. I am 
informed that these currency rcstnct10ns arc 
applied without discrimination and that the 
position of :\igerians is in no way dtffcrcnt 
from that of othe r persons ; but tf the hon. 
~!ember wishes to give me particulars of any 
case in which he belie,·es hardship may ha,·c 
occurred I shall be happy to make enqui ries 
from the French Consulate-General in Lagos . 

Queslion-
W.149. M. Ha>San Yola asked the Chief 

Secretary of the Federation:-
\\"hen it is proposed to pro,·ide wired radio 

distribution scrcices in Yola, in view of the 
fact that Yola is next on the waiting list to 
Ilorin which has recently been suppl ied with 
these services. 

Ans-.cer-
The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 

I would refer the han. \!ember to my speech 
in the House on 12th ~[arch on a ~lotion 
relatir. N to reditfusion sen· ices (Official Report, 
colum~s 587-593). 

[t is the intention of the Government to 
transfer to the :\igerian Broadcasting Corpora
tion those responsibilities for rediffusion 
scn·ices which GO\·ernment has hitherto borne. 

Question-
W.163. Mr P. D. Kpwnm asked the 

Financial Secretary of the Federation :-
If he is aware that arrears of the increased 

pensions approved by this House last financial 
year have not yet been paid to p:nsioners in the 
Northern Region ; and tf he wtll gtve reasons 
for this unwarranted delay. 

Answer-
The Financial Secretary of the Federa

tion : No, Sir, except in a few cases where the 
actual amounts due may have to be recomputed 
in the light of new factors adduced by the 

atfcctcJ should make application to his normal 
paying office. 

Qucstion-
W.l66. Mr J. G. Adeniran asked the Chid 

Secrctarv of the Federation :-
If he ,proposes to invite an expert to advise 

on the municipal gon:rrunent of Lagos. 

.. ~l!LS'l!.:er-

The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 
The municipal go,·cnu..;ent of Lagos i"'·oh·cs 
many pecul iarly difficult problems upon some 
or all of "·hich it might be most ,·aluablc to 
han: expert ad,·ice. It seems likely that the 
best ,·alL:e would be obtained iro m any such 
exp~rt advice ii it were sought after the forth
coming constitutionctl conference ~nd when the 
gene ral shape of constitutiona l de,·clopmcnts ts 
mo re ckarlv to be seen . \\ htle, thcrctore, 
the GO\·ern.mcnt will welcome author itati,·c 
guida nce in reaching a solution to the problems 
fn r "·hich it is responsible it~ respect of Lagos, 
titere is no immediate inten tion of im·iting 
anyone specially to undertake this task. 

Ouest ion-
- W.174. M. Muhammuda Bello, Sarkin 
Paiko asked the ~lini ster of Land, ~fines and 
Power:-

If he will consider translating the ~linerals 
Ordinance into Hausa for use b,- Hausa 
business men wishing to engage in gold and 
tin mining. 

Ans<cer-
The Minister of Land, Mines and Power : 

:\o, Sir. I do not think this is necessary at 
present as those engaged in gold and tin 
mining understand English. 

Question-
0.183. M. Nuhu 

::Vlinister of \Yorks :-
Bamalli asked the 

If he will state the total mileage of Trunk 
Roads :\ in Zaria Province, indicating what 
proportion of this has a bituminous surface. 

Anm:er-
The Minister of Works: The total mileage 

of Trunk Roads A in Zaria Province is 312 
miles of which 58 miles has a bituminous 
surface. 
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0.184. M. Nuhu Bama lli asked the ~linis
ter of Works:-

\ \"hen he proposes to lay a bituminous 
surface on the Kaduna-:\[ondo section of 
Trunk Road:\ . !. 

The Minister of Works : Financial pro
vision for pro,·idin~ a bituminous surface on 
the Kaduna-~[ando section of Trunk Road:\. l 
was not included in the current programme. 
It is unlikely, therefore, that it will be possible 
to carry out this work until after l 960. 

Question-

0 .185. M. Nuhu Bamalli asked the ~linis
ter of Works :-

How soon he proposes to fulfil his promise to 
complete the Zaria-Paki-Kano section of Trunk 
Road.-\. lin l95i . 

Ansrcer-

The Minister of Works : [ am not aware of 
having made any promise to complete the new 
Zaria-Paki-Kano road in l95i. This road will 
be completed [ hope in 1959. :\t present work 
is in pro~:;r css on three major bridges, one o,·cr 
the C lu !!o ;\':1 Ri\·cr :u~d t·s o n \'l.!r the.! h ogin
Kano Ri,·er. 
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Question-

0.267. Mr L. 0 . Tobun asked the ~linis t c r 
of \Yorks:-

If he will state the number of registered 
expatriate building contractors and registered • 
indigenous :\igerian contractors respect ive lv, 
to whom contracts were assigned by the Depart 
ment of Federal-Public Works in the period 
l 95+-56, indicati ng the total number of con
tracts and their value awarded to each of the 
two categories in that period. 
.-!.nszver-

The Minister of Works : None, Sir. 
Co ntracts are awarded bv the Federal T enders 
Board and not bv the Federal Public Works 
Department. . 

Question-
0.268. JV!r L. 0. Tobun asked the :Vliniste r 

of Works:-
If he is aware of the disparity in the number 

and value of contracts awarded to expatriate 
contractors ·vis-a-vis indigenous Nigerian 
contractors ; and if he will make a statement 
to show what he has done to ameliorate the 
position of the latter. 
.A.nsL:.:er-

The Minister of Works : Yes, Sir, and 
as I told the House on Thursday last week, the 
present contract policy is under acti,·e review. 
I Jm no t i · ~ 3. pos i t!n:~ •:·.! : ~o :n:1k:.: ~1 ;; t:'!tc rr.en t 
of future policy. · 
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HOL-SE Of REPRESE:\T.-\TI\"ES 

:\IGERL-\ 

Wednesday, 27th .\ l arch, I'J57 

The H o11se mel at Ill a.m. 

PR.-\YERS 

(:VIr Speaker in the Chair) 

QUESTIONS Al'W ORAL Ar-iSWERS 

Question-
•0 .218. Mr E. C. Akwiwu asked the 

:\linister of Communicat ion; ami .-hie1tion :-

\\'hat ctforts he is making to c.\tend tdeplvmc 
services in Orl u Di 1·ision. 

Ansz,·er-
The Parlia m e ntary Secre tary to the 

Ministry of Communica tions and .\viation 
{:\lr l'. 0. :\dem) : Sir, the T elecommunica
tions De1·dopmcnt Plan under the I ')55 -61) 
Economic Programme pro1·ision he13 been nude 
to extend Orlu tdcphone exchange and the 
subscribers ' nct\\·ork of line at Orlu :md 
:\dizuogu. In additio n it is intended to 
provide tdephone trunks from Orlu to Ikeduru 
and to l hiala. and add itional tru nk,; to Owcrri. 

Qllestion-
• 0.219. Mr E. C. Akwiwu a,;ked the 

:\Iinistcr of Commun ication ,; and :\': i:tti'ln :-

If he will con,;idcr the C~d1·i sabilit1· or· insul!ing 
telephones in all ho>p ital>, college,; <Inti training 
institutions throughout Orlu Oi,·is ion. 

,·llls"w-
The Parlia m e ntary Secretary to the 

Ministry of Communications and Aviation: 
Thc...Jesirability of installing telephones in all 
hosp ital,;, co lleges and training institutions 
throughout the Orlu Division is appreciated. 
The practicability of connecting telephones 
depends upon the proximity of telephone 
exchanges to the places when: the telephones 
are required, or upon the construction of long 
~ub s~riJ~.:r::; lines tu .l rcn1otc ex<.:i1.;.tnge. Long 
lines, or the provision of Exchanges, inter
connected with Trunk lines, are expensive and 
thus the problem of practicabiliry is one of 
expense. The White Paper on telecommunica
tions short! y to be laid before this han. House 
shows how much work can be done with funds 
at present available. 

I shall be pleased to receive and record 
applications for telephone sen·ice and to 
connect lines as :.md when practicable. 

Question -
*0.238. Chief E. 0. Omolodun asked the 

:\llnista of Communications and .-\1·iation :-

If ho.: will consi(kr extending telephone 
sen· ices to the fo llowing towns in Oyo Di1·•m: 
lkoyi , Kish i, Shaki, Okeho, Fidit i, ! lora and 
.-\we. 

A nsto·er-
The Pa rliamentary Secretary to the 

Ministry of Communications and Aviation: 
In the T elecommunications Development Plan 
under the l ')55 -60 Economic Programme, 
pro1·ision has been made for the telephone 
exchange to subscri bers' network of lines at 
Shaki with telephone trunks to Iscyin and Oyo 
and fo r call offices at Fiditi and !lora. There 
arc no proposals for Ikoy i, Kishi and Okcho . 

Question-
~0 . 239. Mr G. 0 . Ebea asked the :\lini,;ter 

of Communications and _-\,·iation :-
If he will co nsider pr01·iding a departmental 

rnail -•:an to con1·cy Her :\f:tjesty'; mJi l 
between Benin and Cbiajct since no dnciwt 
co ntractor is prepared tn undertake the job. 

At!S1cer-
The Parlia m enta ry Secretary to the 

Ministry of Communications and Aviation: 
T he c0ntr:1ctor at pre,;ent responsible for the 
sen· ice h:t> not been sat isfactorv and the contract 
will be krminatcd on the -1st June, llJ57. 
T enders for a new contract h:11·e been in,·ited 
and it seems li ko.:J,· that it ma1· be possible to 
n:.:~0t : .t: , : .1 ~.n i ~r·. u..:~ory l) th.:. it" this f:1i is, Li1!' 
possibility of introducing a Departmental ,·an 
>en·ice will be examined. 

Question-
*0.240 Mr G. 0. Ebea asked the Minister 

of Communications and Aviation:-
How soon the build ing of the post offices 

at Ubiaja and I kpoma for which provis ion 
was made in 1956-57 Estimates will commence. 

.rlns<o·er-
The Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Ministry of Communica tions and Aviation: 
Provision for a new type post office at Ubiaja 
is made in the D epartment's Construction 
Programme for 1957-58. 

A Departmental post office is not warranted 
at Ikpoma. The postal agency however 
will be converted to a sub-post office in 
accordance with the White Paper on post 
offices presented to the House this Session . 
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Question- ,.. 
'•0.241 Mr G. 0. Eb-:a asked the :'1 [i nister 

of Communicatio ns and Aviation:-
How soon he wi ll exten d telephone sen·ices 

to indi1·idua l subscribers throughout !shan 
J) i,·ision. 

Ans'lcer-
The Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Ministry ofCommunica tions and Aviation: 
0:cw cable has been laid at Cbiaja so that 
new subscribers can now be connected to 
that exchange. 

In the T elecommunicat ions De,·clopmcnt 
Pbn under the 1955-60 Economic Progr:tmme 
provis ion has been made for telephone ex
changes with thet r network ot subs~nbers 
Ji nes and trunk faci lit ies at Irrua. L romt 
and Ewohimi. :\ pplicanrs for telephone ser
vice within the service area of thcsc exchanges 
wi ll be provided with scn· ice. 
Oue,·tion-
- "0.2-H Mr P. 0 . Eleke asked the :\lini stcr 
of Communicat ions and .-\viatio" :-

If he will state the cause of the dda\· in 
opening the new po>t office built :It Okigwi 
several months ago . 

AJutcer-
The Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Ministry of Communications a nd Avia
tion : The Counci l pet itionni tit :lt I should 
not open this post oriice unul tckp!HlCic 
facilities hc1d been prc>udcd tn lt. I n•>pe 
that these faci lities will be pro,· ided by tltc 
end of :Vlav, but if the local counci l ha1·e 
now changed their minds I should be pleased 
to accede to their request that 1t be opened 
earlier. 
Supplementary to 0.2-J-/.-

Mr A. E. Ukattah : How soon will the 
Minister consider opening this post office ? 

Ansu:er-
The Parliamentary Secretary : I think 

the answer is clear that when the Local 
Council have changed thei r minds and gi,·e 
us an indication the post office will be opened. 

Question-
• 0.245 Mr P. 0. Eleke asked the \linister 

of Communications and Aviat ion :-
If he will give the number of _Di visional 

Headquarters in the Eastern Regwn where 
telephone services are avatlable and the 
number where these se n ·ices :1re nflt a,·at!able. 

Allst,·er-
The Parlia mentay Secretary to the 

Ministry of Communications and Av ia
tion :The number of Oi1·isional Headquarters 
in the Eastern Region where telephone services 
arc a\·ailabk is 17. Telephone se n · ices arc 
not ava ilable :lt ') Di1·isinnal Headquarter>. 

Qllestioii -
•0 .246 Mr P. 0. Eleke asked the :\li ni>tcr 

of Commu nicat ions and .-\ l'i ~ tio n :-
lf he is aware of the pub lic conce rn 01·er 

the Jack of an C~erodmmc in 011·erri l'ro,·incc. 
the consequent del:ty in transport and commu
nication and the attend<lllt economic losses 
which members of the p11blic sutfer; and tt' 
he will mC~ke :1 statement. 

-~11 .<1cer-

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Communications and Avia
tion : .-\s hon. :\[embe rs ue aware, the to11·n 
ol· 0 11·erri is situated ~pproximatdy +2 air 
miles fran~ Port Harcourt and 60 miles by 
air from Enugu. In nornul circum,;tances it 
would be uneconomic for scheduled airl ine 
sen· ices to serl'c 011·erri CIS wdl as Enugu 
and Port Harcourt . l n the past few months. 
however, a sun·ey has becn completed and .1 
,;uitable s ite selected r'or -111 aerodrome ~t 
Onitsha whic h is onil· 36 miles b,· air from 
011·e rri 'and is cnnnc~ ted by a t a~m.tc ro.td . 
I ~ is :tn t:c: p.u~:d ::ut o..:on:;t :· uct io:l u n .:._ 
aerod ron1e at ( )nit~h;l 1.nl! 'tan du r in~ th.: 
curre nt year. 

Supplemmtary tiJ O.]Hi-
Chief S. L. Akintola : \\'h1· was the air

port not located at Owerri : 

.-J mtuer-
The Parliamentary Secretary : It was thc 

decision taken at the ciYil a1·iation conference 
that it should be at Onitsha. 

Question-
• 0.250. Mr J. 0. Igwe asked the \li ni~ter 

of Communications and _-\,·iation :-
If he will state how many persons have been 

prosecuted in the courts since 195+ for failin g 
to obtain wireless licences. 

.-l.mtL'er-
The Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Ministry of Communications and Aviation: 
According to the ava.ilable records there has 
been no prosecut ion of :u1,. ~erson tn the cottrts 
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during the period 195+-1957 for the fai lure to 
obtain a licence to.operate a wireless receiving 
set. 

Question-

"0 .259. Mr L. S. Fonka asked the Minister 
of Communications and A\•iation :-

Whether he will consider the buildina of a 
departmental post office at Banso as a ma~ter of 
urgency. 

Ansn·er-

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
MinistryofCommunications and Aviation: 
The conditions for the provision of Depart
mental post offices are contained in the \\'h ite 
Paper on Post Offices presented to, the House 
earlier this Session . Banso, with 6,367 units, 
does not qualify on volume of business and it 
is not important as a mail exchange. 

Question-

"0.269. 1\<Ir P. U. Mbakoou asked the 
Minister of Communications and :\ viation :-

Whether he is aware that instructions ha,·e 
just been passed to three postal agencies in 
Awka Division-Cga, Achina and C muchu
to carr~ ~h.rir ?perations to :\ro-\'dizuogu in 
Orlu Dtvtswn mstead of Awka ; and if he will 
give full reasons for this action, and in any 
cast" cancel the instruction as it is ag~ i n ,;t the 
wishes or· the peopie oi tile areas concerned 
irrespect i,•e of distance. 

Answer-

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Communications and Aviation: 
The aim of the Department is to provide the 
most efficient service it can at the least cost. 
In pursuance of this aim, it is the practice 
~ene rallv to control FCSt:l! a;~ :~ : : ~s from the 
nearest departmental post office to them as 
movement of mail is accelerated, and stock 
replenishments are made easier. 

In this particular case, it is operationally 
desirable that the change should be made. 
If the hon. Member feels that he has good 
reason fo~ ~a!ntaining the existing arrange
ments he 1s mv1ted to represent this case to the 
Territorial Controller, Department of Posts 
and Telegraphs, Enugu. After this represen
tation and the hon. Gentleman is still not 
satisfied he could refer the matter back to the 
Ministry. 

Supplementary to *0.269-

Mr F. U. Mbakogu : \Vas the wish of the 
comm unity concerned ascertained before that 
arrangement ? 

.--lns1cer-
The Parliamentary Secretary: I need 

notice of that question. 

Question-
"' 0.270. Mr F. U. Mbakoou: asked the 

:\Iinister of Communications a~d :hiation :-
If he will state how many telephones there 

arc in Awb Di,·ision. 
. -lm .. ·er-

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Communications and Avia
tion : There are 21 telep hones in .-\wka 
Di1·ision. 
Question-

•0.27 1. Mr F. U. Mbakoou asked the 
:\linister of Communications an"'d Aviation:-

If _he will consider _extending telephone 
servtces I? .-\dazt H ospttal, Agulu Training 
College, \'1se Trammg College, :\guata District 
Counct! Headquarters, Achina Training 
College, the Go,·crnment School, .-\jalli and the 
.-\jalli Postal .-\g~ncy . 

Ans1cer-
The Parliam entar•: Secre tarY to th e 

Ministry of Commu"nications and .-\via
tion : \'o, Sir. I am not prepared to consider 
any extension to the proposals set out in 
Sessional Paper \'o. S, 1957. 

Question-

*0.272. M. Usmanu Maitambariasked the 
:\Iinister of Communications and .-\,·iation :-

. If he will consider transferring the telegraph 
lmes from the route J ~ga thence to Kware-Giro
K~vaifa-Kende-Besse to Yelwa, distance 160 
m1les, to the route Jega thence to Yelwa 
distance 1 I+ miles and passing through big 
towns on Trunk Road A, to enable the expan
sion of telecommunication services on the latter 
route to be carried out more economically. 

Answer-
The Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Ministry of Communications and Avia· 
tion : No provision has been made in the 
Telecommunications Development Plan under 
I 955-60 Economic Programme to make any 
changes to the Jega-Yelwa overhead route. 
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Question-
"0.273. Mr L. L. Lakunle ! ;ke J the 

:\Iinistcr of Communications and Aviation:-
If he will state the volume of work in postal 

units reco rded in each of the following postal 
agencies in Oyo :\orth Constituency ; Iseyin, 
Okeho, Shaki, .-\go-.-\re, Igboho, Shepeteri, 
Kish i and lgbctt i, in the periods 1955-56 and 
1956-57 resp~ct ively. 

Ans~cer-

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Jl1inistry of Communications and Avia· 
tion : I would like to appeal to the hon. 
:\!ember for 0\"!:. \'orth that he be allowed to 
ha,·c th~ answe; to th is question in the Hansard. 
It contains a lot of statistics which might be 
intelligible when read. 

" . .. 
T he information asked for is as follows :-

Ovo \'oRnl Co:-;sTrTt:E:-<CY 

POST.-\L .-\GE\'CY ST:\TISTICS 

,-lgency 
Isevin 
Ok~ho 
Shaki 
:\go-.-\re 
Ighoho 
Shcoetcri 
Kis;\i 
Igb~tti 

Units f or 
31st Decem

ber, 195 5 
7,+76 
3,396 

12,+38 
3,610 
1,299 
1,308 
1,501 
2,050 

Year ended 
3 l si Decem

ber, 1936 
8,900 
+,616 

1+,635 
+,8+0 
2,+1+ 
2,+23 
3, !51 
3,202 

Question-
• 0.281. :\Ir R. T .. -\l ege .1sked the :\Iinister 

of Communications and .-\,·iation :-
If he will consider establishing post office 

savin"'s bank in Isanlu and Egbe in Kabba 
Division respecti,·ely in view of the public 
demand for this facility. 

Answer-
The Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Ministry of Communications and Avia· 
tion : The standards for the provision of 
Savings Bank facilites at Postal Agencies are 
given in Paragraph I 1 of Sessional Paper No. _4 
of 1957. If it is considered that these condi
tions exist at Isanlu and Egbe, application 
should be made to the Territorial Controller, 
Department of Posts and Telegraphs, lbadan. 

Question-
*0.282. Mr R. T. Alege asked the Minister 

of Communications and Aviation :-

If he will state the turnover of each of the 
postal agencies in Kabba Division in 195+ and 
1956. 

Ans1cer-
The Parliamentary_.Secretary to the 

Ministry of Commumcat ions and Avia· 
tion : The answer to this question falls in to 
the same category as the ans·.vcr to Qu~s tion 
0.273. .. .. 

The value of postal business performed by a 
Postal Agency is assessed on a unit basis which 
is deta iled in paragraph IS of Sessional Paper 
::--io . + of 1957. The units or" business tran
sacted at Postal Agencies in Ktbba Division in 
I 95+ and 1956 are as follows :-

Agency 
Egbe .. 
Odo-eri 
Isanlu 
?viopa 
Ejuku 
Ekinrin 
Ayere 
Aiyetoro 
Aiyegunle 

Agbaja 

0Itestion-

195+ 1956 
8,+98 10,+97 

7+6 2,358 
6,251 7,613 
8,073 I 0,26 1 

Opened 1st :Vlay, 1956 
+,15+ 5.831 
2,168 3,798 
2,525 4,220 

Opened 1,050 
23rd July, 
1955 

1,0 10 2,110 

- '"0.283 . Mr R. T. Alege asked the :VIinister 
of Communications and _-\ ,·iation :-

If he will consider reOP. Anins; the Postal 
A"'ency at Isanlu and Odo E~ in Kabba Di,·i
si~n · and if he will "'i,·e reas'J nS whv it was 
origi~ally closed ? " . 

.4nm:er-
The Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Ministry of Communications and Aviation: 
Isanlu Postal Agency was clo3ed temporarily 
on 20th February, 1957, due to the resignation 
of the Postal Agent and the inability of the 
local community to select another Agent at 
that time. The local community are endea
vouring to select another Agent an? the Agency 
will be re-opened as soon as a suttable person 
can be found to conduct the .-\gency business. 

Odo Eri Postal Agency was temporarily 
closed on 15th January, 195i, as a result of a 
cash shortage discovered in tlu.: imprest. The 
Agent had no explanation to offer for the 
deficiency which was later made good. The 
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com munitv ha,·c been aLh·ised to select :mother 
. \ ~cnt in .orLkr that the Agency m:1y be re 
opened as soon as possibk . 

Questinn-

' 0.28-l . Mr P. Deem Kpumm a:;ked the 
\linis ter of Com munications and .-hia tion :-

:\ow that he is aware of the importance of 
telecommunication facil ities bct\\·cen i'vlakunli 
and Choko and of the press ing need for tele
phone sen·ices bet\\·een Cboko an~ \lbr 

- Hr>spital and the 13enue Pro,· incial Leper 
~ettlement. if he will gi,·e a definite date for 
the prm· ision of the facilities there ? 
.· ln S7cer-

The Parliamentary St:cretary to the 
Ministry of Communications and Aviation: 
T he pro,·i sion of telephone scn·iees at C boko 
has not been included in the Tdecommunic:~
tion:; De,·clnpmcnr Plan under the l'J55 J)II 
Economic Prog ramme but Cboko \\·ill short h
be prrl\·i tk d "·ith radio e4uipment to tr:~ns mit 
and rceci,·c telegrams 1;ia \ lakurdi. 

Supplementary to Question 0.:!8-/. -

Mr P. Deem Kpumm : f-la ,·e you forgotten 
the prom i,;c ,·ou nnde in I 1J5+ that telegraphs 
would be installed from .\lakurdi to Cboko ' 

Question-

• 0 .287. Mr D. L. C. Olateju asked the 
\l inister of Communications and .-\ ,·iation : -

ff he " ·ill sta te " ·hen Post Offices "ill he 
es tablished in the areas "ithin the ju risd ict ion 
of the Oke-Oiin and Ifdodun District Cou ncils. 
in ,·iew of the importance of these Councils in 
Oshun Di ,·ision: 

.-lnsr:..:er-

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Communications and Aviation: 
Uke-Olin cannot be identified as a District 
Council area. If Odo-Otin is meant, there arc 
in that District two Postal Agencies , I nisha 
T own transacting 20,115 units of business and 
Okuku transacting 7,913 units of business 
respecti,·e ly. :\either office qualifies for con
version to Departmental status on the standards 
given in paragraph 16 of Sessional Paper No.+ 
of 1957. There is a Departmental Post Office 
at Ikirun which is 5 miles from Inisha Town 
and 9 miles from Okuku. 

In the case of Ifelodun District there are 
four Postal Agencies as follows :-

Ire (),08+ units of Business 
Otnn 6,+93 units of Business 
l rcsc 3,+32 units of Business 
fgbajo 7,393 units of Business 

\'one of thcsc approach the standard:; given in 
paragraph 16 of Sessional Paper \'o. + of I ')57 . 

.'-iupplementary to Question 0.287-
Chief S. L. Aki~ola (Oshun \\'est) : What 

about Otaiyegbaju ' 
. -lm .. ·er -

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Communications a nd :\ viation: 
. -\ sk Research and In formation ! 

QuestifJil-
• 0.288. Mr D. L. C. Olateju asked the 

:'llinistc r of Com mu nications and Aviation:-

\\' hen telephone f>1ci lities will be extended to 
fgbajn for the use of Kiriji College and the 
m:un· transporters there. 

.-l.nsu:er-

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Communications and Avia
tion : \'o pro,·ision has been made in the 
T decommunications De,·elopmcnt Plan under 
the 1955-60 Economic Programme for extending 
the telephone serv ices to lgbajo. 

2. I C<\11 assure the hon . :'vicmber that the 
requirements of Igbajo will be borne in mind 
and will be gi,·en due consideration when 
future development plans are being drawn up . 

Que,·tion--
0.289 . M . Usman A. Ahmed asked the 

\linistcr of Communications and .-\viation :-
If he will state a spewf.c date when Abaji 

T <mn in Koton Karin District with a population 
of 6,000 and a distance of 58 miles from the 
nearest post office will be granted a postal 
agency. 

.-lnslcer-
The Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Ministry of Communications and Avia
tion : The Department is anxious to develop 
the Postal .-\gency system as one means of 
opening up rural areas. On the information 
gi\'en, there appears to be justification for an 
Agency at Abaji Town and application should 
be made to the Territorial Controller, Depart
ment of Posts and T elegraphs, Kaduna. 

I must once again repeat that the establish
ment of Postal Agencies can be considerabl y 
accderated by application to the Department's 
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Territorial Controllers at Enuau, Ibadan, and 
Kaduna, the .-\rea Controller, "Buca. Southern 
Cameroons, or the Postal Controller, Lagos 
Area, as may be app ro priate. 
Question-

" 0.260. Mr L. S. Funka asked the \linister 
of Research and Information :-

If he has plans to conduct research into the 
fertili ser requirement of the soils of 13amcnda 
H ighlands, indi c~ting \\·here in the area research 
acti,·ities would be based ; and ho"· soon. 
.-lnszcer-

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Research and Information 
(:\lr 0. Bademosi) : This m:mcr " ·ill be 
gi ven co nsideration. .-\t present it is c0nsidered 
that the small .-\gricultur:J.l Rese:~ rch ::iutf 
available are more prol'irably emplo,·cd in 
conducting im·estigations into the contml of 
diseases . 
Question-

" 0.261. Mr L. S. Fonka >1skcd the \l in i:;te r 
of Research and l nform:ltion :-

If he ~-ill con:;ider tak ing o,·cr the now clo:;ed 
Bambui .-\gricultural Station for the purpose of 
estab lishing a un it of the Federal Rescar~h 
Department to in,·estigate the agricultur~ l 
problems of the n~menda H i!;hlands. whid< 
part of the Federation has problems to itself. 

.-lnscccr-
The Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Ministry of Research and Information : 
Bambui .-\gricultu ral St:lt ion is no t cl0sed . but 
research acri,·iric.: s in th,Lt .:i Ut iu n J. rl! rcstri ...: ted 
un til the statf position impro,·es . 

Question-
0 .293. Mr J. G. Adeniran asked the \linis

ter of Research and Information, whether the 
Plant Breeder and Plant Pathologist ha,·e 
arri ,·ed to undertake joint research into the 
problem of mosaic disease which impeded the 
programme of improvement of the cassa,·a 
crop? 
Anm:er-

Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry · 
of Research and Information : T he Plant 
Breeder and the Plant Pathologist recruited to 
undertake research into the mosaic disease which 
attacked the cassava crop have arrived, and 
have been working at Moor Plantation, lbadan 
for the past 2 years. 

Question-

0.294. Mr J. G. Adeniran : To ask the 
\Iinister of Research and Information what 
\\·as the progress made in determining the 
ferti liser requirements of maize and yam ? 
Ans·wer-

Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry 
of Research and Information : It is difficult 
to gi,·e a short answer to this ques tio n~ as the 
fertiliser requirements fo r ,·ams and m:uze van· 
according to climate, so il and cropping sy:;tems, 
etc . 

Broadly speaking the position regarding yams 
is as follows : 

Eastern R.:gion : Results from experiments 
ha,·e shown a response to \'it rogc n, Phosphate 
and Potash. Experiments are now under way 
to find an economic method of distributing the 
fertili se r to the fa rmers. 

fVestem Region : Responses to fertiliser have 
bc<: n shown especiall ,· in the Sa,·annah Region. 
.-\ campaign is now under way fo r the d istribu
tion of fertiliser to the farmer in this area. 

Northern Region : Responses of yam to fertili
sers is not ,-e ~ full\- known. It is likely that 
the response in the. Southern parts will be the 
same as for the Savannah area of the \\'estern 
Rt?zion. 

T he fe rtil iser requirements fo r maize are 
e,·en more ·:ariable and [ wi ll arr .ln\!e, " ·ith 
your permi, sion Sir. to inr'nrm \l r .-\deniran 
of the: requirements in writin~ . 

:'v!I~'ISTERL\L ST.-\ TE:\fE:\'T 
The Minister of Communications and 

Aviation (Dr K. 0. :'vlbadi:ve): \lr Speaker, 
Sir. I rise to make a brief Statement on the 
opening of the new air terminal at Kano on 
:'viav +th. I know that Members are aware of 
the ·date and that H is Excellenc,· :md I will be 
performing the opening ceremony. 

.-\ number of :Yiembers of the House have 
asked me whether it would be possible for 
them to receive invitations and, subject to the 
necessary forms being made available, which I 
hope will be the case within the next few days , 
I hope in addition to the K:1no \!embers of 
both the Federal and Regional Houses, that it 
will be possible to invite twenty Members of 
this House to attend the opening ceremony. 

I propose that these Members should be 
divided as follows:- NPC 7, having regard 
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to the fact that :\!embers of Kano wi ll ~l;o be 
~~vited. Her Majes ty's Opposition -1. K:'·;C 

It w~uld be~ matter of great com·enienc~ to 
my :\lmtstry tf Partv Leader; cnulJ se!::c t 
names and let me hav·c them before :\!e mbers 
lea,·e Lagos for their Consti tuencies. 

I am of course , in addition, issuing in,·iutions 
to the Rcgwnal Pnme :\[i nisters by name, and 
also to Her :\[ajestv's Leader o f the Opposit ion, 
by. name .. and I am hop ing, subject to ft.:rJds 
bemg a\·adable that I will make certain speciJ l 
t ransport factlltles a,·a ilable to the Prime 
:\Iinisters of the three Regio ns. 

There is one point I must make since it wi ll 
affect those !\!embers of the House who will [ 
hope, be attending the opening ceremonY, a;1d 
that is the question of accommodation in k ar.o . 
The que~ tio n of accommodatio n is an acute 
one, though I hope I shall be able to pro•:;de 
the necessary funds for them to tra,·d to ar.d 
from Kano, either by air or by car, and to 
prondc up to six days subs istence a llow~ ~cc , 
I shall be unable to make arrangements fo r 
accommoda tion in Kano. I am afraid there is 
,·irtually no likelih?od at all fr-< people to obtain 
a~'tommodatwn enher at the Kano Central 
Hotel or the Kano Airport Hotel. Howe,·er, 
I hope that M embers will be able to make 
arrangements with thei r friends, and that t ~i s 
will not deter them. 

:\[ r Speaker, Sir, I shou ld like to thank ·:0 u 

for .th is oppo rtun it,· of makin ~ this St:!tcrc;~:-:t 
:u :;;c Huuse. 

Chief S. L. Akintola (Oshun \\'est) : Il v 
way of explanation, the :\Iinister is I am sur~. 
establish in!:; a precedent, and I am interested in 
that the :\!inister invited :\'PC n:prcsc ntat i,·~s 
as~ Party, and i\C:--IC as a party, but then he is 
tn\'lttng the Opposition. Why is there not 
uniformity in that case ? If you are inviting 
supporters of the Government on one side and 
the Opposition on the other I can understand 
but if you are inviting NCNC and NPC, ancl 
you merely say Opposition, no l\Iember of the 
Action Group will attend. 

The Minister of Communications and 
Aviation : Mr Speaker, I do not want this to 
be controversial. I will give Action Group +. 
I thought that they had taken that title of Her 
Majesty's Op~osition, as being the name by 
wh1ch they w1shed to be known, but if thev 
want me to put Action Group-Action Group 
+. U:--IIP-one. (Loud Laughter.) 

D. L. G. O!ateju (Oshun ~o r th) : \\'ell I 
hear the n:1me o f all the Pa rties mentioned 
about the quest ion of go ing to Kano for the 
open ing of the Air-Terminal, but I do not hear 
the name of my Parry- :\igcrian Commoners' 
Liberal Party . 

PERso:-r .. \1. ExP L \ :SATION 

Dr E. A. Awduche (Onitsha): i\Ir Speaker, 
Sir , it will no longe r be news that while I sat 
in my former sca t ea rl y in this Se~s io n, o r 
indeed in this House, since the inception of the 
new Const itution which is still in operation , I 
was never entire ly happy with my surroundings. 
As I said here to-dav, I am a staunch and 
acti,·e member of the Action Group of ~igeria. 
Sir, in exercising this right of political associa
tion , I am guided by th<.: principle that politica l 
associations are matters of purdy pt:rso nal 
conviction emanating from within and never 
directed by exogenous or extraneous factors 
from outside . From this side of the House 
Sir, I hope to contr ibute my utmost to preserve, 
not only the d ignity of this House, but the 
uni ty of :\igeria as a whole. 

ORDER OF THE D.-\ Y 
THE Eo t:c Ano:-; (LAGos) Bll. L-Co~I~IITTEE 

House i11 Committee . 

Clause 5. 

Mr J. G. Adeniran (l badan West): ;\[r 
Chairman, ( on ly wish to ctsk a ques t;on ab0ut 
the wr)rC '.'u::: !:1 :!;:s C ~ .! L : s c . !t is ~he.: ~xpc 4 

ricnce in the \\'estern Region that the Loca l 
Government Counci l acts as the Local Educa
tion A.uthori ty . But in this case of Lagos, it 
is stated that "the :VI iniste r mav" -I do not 
know whetha this word "may'; is necessary 
or not, but if the ::-:iniste r would by order 
establish the Lagos Town Council to be the 
local education committee, it would have been 
fairer, Sir. But in th is case now I would like 
the i\Iinister to assure this hon. House that the 
Lagos Town Council will be the local education 
authority for the Lagos Federal T erritory . 

Clause 5 agreed to. 

Clauses 6 and 7 agreed to. 

Clause 8. 
The Chairman : Chief Onyia, I know, had 

an amendment on the Paper, but it was out of 
order because it had no consequential amend
ment put down. 

Question proposed. 
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Chief]. I. G. Onyia (Asaba): :\Ir Chairman. know precisely how the point should be met, 
as I satd before, I would like the :\[inister to but I would commend it to the consideration of 
exp lain whether this terminology, Local Educa- the Minister. The l:\orthern communities in 
tton Con:mmee, as pro,·ided in this Bill, will Lagos complain that they have be~n left out of 
not conA tct with the same term used in the all th is set up . It is true that p<·o ,·ision has 
Lagos Local Government Law. been made for three rcpresen tati,·es from the 

Mr L.J. Dosunmu (Lagos East) : I just w~.-; 
to support Chief Onyia, because the Local 
Educa tion Committee would thereinafter be 
refe rred to r.urely as the Local Education 
Committee. Thev wi ll use the word local ,;o 
that it is likely to' confuse with the educa;ion 
committee of the Lagos T mm Council itse lt. 
The Adnsory Board of Education should ha,·e 
been prefe rred to this Local Education Com· 
mittee. 

. Mr P. H. Okolo (Onitsha): :\I r Chairman, I 
JUSt wan t to speak on the lines of the last speaker. 
T he Lagos Local Gove rnment L aw, 1953, 
provided fo r the establishment of an education 
committee "·ithin the Council. The decisions 
and recommendations of this education com· 
mittce of the cou ncil will be subject to ratifica
t ion by the council itself. i\ow, the body now 
that is being se t up unde r section 3 ( l ) seems 
to be a new body and entirely outside the orbit 
of the Lagos T ow n Council, as it is p ro,· ided 
there that it has to advise the ;\Iinister. There
fore it is an entirely d ifferent body from that 
committee of the council and I think if you look 
at the Schedule-we have not reached there 
yet- the Committee consists of sixtY member; 
drawn from various representclti;es of the 
tc..::.H.: hc rj oi tht: \·olun tJn· a (r~ :1cics and tht! 
Lagos T o" ·n Council itse lf. " 

Moslem proprietors of schools , but I d0ubt 
se riously whether the bulk of the Hausa 
communities in Lagos wou ld e\·cn come within 
that category. In view of the peculiar ci rcum
stances of the case which we often li sten to, is 
it not proper for the :\l in ister to make some 
arrangeme nt whereby the :\onhern elemen ts 
in Lagos could be represented on this commit
tee ? It will make for a lot of understanding 
if provision could be made and if there arc anv 
difficulties peculiar to the :\orthern people in 
L agos their reprcsentati,·c would be the best 
medium th rough wh ich these di tficulti cs could 
be brought before the committee . 

So I would appea l to the :\li nister either to 
insert a provision-! refer to the schedule to 
which this has made refe rencc-whereb,· he 
can nominate say one or two himself, th.at is 
giving the !\I inister the power, or gi,·ing the 
council the power, to nominate two people. 
There may not be specific reference to 'the 
!'<orth in it, but it \\·ould be understood clcarlv 
that the two people to be nom inated would be 
representati,·es of the :\orthern elements 
community around Lagos. 

The Ministe r of Social Se rv ices : \lc 
Chairman, this allega tion is no t alto\!e the r true . 

Chiei" Akinto la : It is no t an all.:ga tion ; it 
is merely a suggestio n. 

So I am in agreement with the last speaker ,. The Minister of Social Services : \\'el l. 
that to ditfcrentiate this committee from the the suggestion wi ll always recei,·e my symp:tthe-
committee of the Counc il it should be des igna- · 'd · b 

d 
ttc const erat10n, ut already under paragraph 

ted Lagos A.dvisory Education Board, instea (f), page 22, you wtll see that we ha,·e three 
of calling it local education committee. If this members nominated by the Council of :\Ioslcm 
is done it wi ll be in keeping with the education school proprieto rs. 
laws of the Regions which I think is more 
progressive in th is respect. Chief Akinto!a : I mus t make myse lf clear 

Mr Chairman, that is the point want to to the hofn. Minister. They will be represen-
raise. tatives o Moslem proprietors of schools, bu t 

there are very few proprietors of schools and it 
The Minister of Social Services (Mr Aja is almost certain that these proprietors of 

N wachuku) : In answering the point raised by schools would not contain any represcntati,·e 
Chief Onyia I refe r to Section 6+, paragraph 2. Northerner at all. That is why I am saying 
The question of juggling with nomenclature, that that particular provision would not meet 
whether it should be called local education the request already made by a spokesman of 
committee or advisory committee, does not arise. the Northern community. Could an insertion 

Chief S. L. Akintola (Oshun West): On not be made, whereby the Minister mav be 
this particular point a M ember from m y left given power to nominate two people, or if you 
raised one important point last week. I do not like you may delegate that power to the Lagos 
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T 01m Council on the unde rstanding that these 
t11·o people would be represe nta tives of the 
:\orthc rn coinmunity in Lagos ? 

The Minister of Social Services : T he 
sugges tion is noted , Sir. fll' 

Question put and agreed to . 

Clauses 9 to. l1 agreed tn. 
Clause 12. 

Chief]. I. G. Onyia (:\ saba ) : :\[ r Chair:1ur1, 
ask that the word Crom1 sho uld he deleted 

from Clause 12, subsection 2, and F cde ral 
Go,·e rnmcnt subs titu ted. \\"c do know tha t we 
shall ha1·e our inde pendence in 1 ')5') and the re 
will be need to change certa in names as Crown 
and all these things to Federal Gm·c rnmcnt. So. 
if we antic ipate that , 11·e sho uld not go on perpe
tuati ng a name that is !5oing to be alte red. 

. ..Jmendment proposed. 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshu n West) : I am 
respec tfully opposing that amendment. 
\Vhether now, o r in the future, as we ha,·e all 
fu lh· unde rstood , the Cr01m in relation to 
:\igeria will bea r a d ifferen t interp reta tion 
altoge ther. The C rown will remai n the symbol 
of the unity of the Common11·ealth , of which 
:\ige ria will be a part. 

The Attorney-General of the Federa
tion (:\I r E. Cnsworth) : :\[ r Chai rman, I ju st 
11·ant to expand from the legal point of ,.oc11· 
on the poin t rai sed by the Leader of ~:: c 
Opposition. The 11·o rd " Cro1m" in relation to 

land. has a ,·cry definite lega l meanin~ . :111d it is 
used no t only in this Ordinance bu t in nume rous 
other Ordinances , such as the "C ro1Y n Land 
Ordinance". 

The question on self-go,·e rnment, would be 
a mat te r which would be considered but I tf:'~k 
I am right in saying that, in most Dominions, 
the word "Crown" is still retained . It means 
the Crown in her right of the particula r 
country concerned. 

Amendment by leave v:ithdrawt. 

Clauses 12 and 13 agreed to. 

Clause 14. 

Mr J. G. Adeniran (Ib~dan West) : :\Ir 
Chairman, Sir, I wish to know, if a child who 
comes from the Regions who lives wi th a 
guardian, who is not his father or mothe r, 
would be allowed to registe r in the proposed 
primary school ? 

The Minister of Social Services (The ha n. 
Aja :-.Jwachuku): What the ha n. ~mbcr wants 
to know is embodied under Defin it ions. 

Clause 1 + agreed to. 

Clauses 15, 16 and 17 agreed to. 
Clause 13. 

Chief J. I. G. Onyia (.-\ saba): :\Ir S peaker, 
rise to move in Clause 18, page 3, line I 'J , 

afte r "education" to inse rt "equi1·alent to 
Lagos Primary Education School Standa rd" . 
The Clause means that, in the opi nion of the 
Authority, any child who has completed his 
p rimary educat ion in any of the Regions, may 
be accepted afte r having completed his primary 
education, even if he is six, to ha1·e further 
educat ion in Lagos T erritory. l asked tha t thi s 
should be added, because in some Regions 
certa in children do not get up to the standard 
that is pro1·ided in Lagos Ter ri tory . Some 
have only six year primary education course, 
(One lzon. !ll ember : Where ?) in the Western 
Region, and sometimes the children leaYe thi s 
school be fo re they ha1·e had the equi1·alen t of the 
Standard S ix or, 11·hat " ·a uld be the equi1·alerit to 
what yo u are providing here. The parents 
coming to Lagos like their child to cont inue in 
this place , to fini sh his education. In the 
W estern Region, it has been rea lised that the 
primary educat ion s tandard pro1·idcd, is not 
sufficient to brin\5 the ch ild to the standard 
required . ( Interruption). So that now they 
allow modern secondary school to prm·ide mo re 
education fo r the children. B1· the time thev 

• dre complete, after having fini shed two or three 
years, they come to the equivalent of Standard 
Six. What I do say is that the provision made 
here is far higher, 8 year course, is far higher 
than what you have in some Regions and some 
parents may like, when they ge t here, to allow 
such children who have not got the same 
facilities, to receive further the education here. 

Question proposed, That those fcords be there 
added. 

Minister of Social Services : i\Ir Chair
man, I decline to accept this Amendment in 
this wise : that there is no uniform standard 
throughout Nigeria and if a child has completed 
his primary education elsewhere, he is not to be 
admitted to a primary school in Lagos. Other
wise, Lagos mav be flooded with children from 
other parts of N igeria, merely because their 
own standards are lower. The Regions, if 
their standards are lower, should raise their 
standards. 
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ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun West) : I; the 
:\linister rejecting the Amendment proposed by 
Ch ief Onyia ? Why ? Onyia is a Chief and 
he is an old schoolmaster ll'ho kno ws what he ts 
talking about. \\'e must ha1·e respect fo r his 
age if nothing else I 

Chief J.l. G. Onyia (.-\;aba) : If the :\linister 
is not prepared to accept my .-\mend ment, l 
would n't mind. l do kno11· that that problem 
is bound to crop up in this country. l know 
that 11·hat I am saying no11· is too t rue. l kn? w 
pa rents who arc sending their children, atte r 
fin ishing Standard Six, afte r completmg the tr 
primary educatio n, parent; in some Rcgto n> are 
send ing them to 11·here the,· wt!l w nttnuc a_t: d tt 
is happening to-day in the country. ~ uch 
children may come to Lagos ar.d then they are 
prc,·cnted , because thc v will be told that they 
ha,·e completed thei r p rima rY ; choois in : !~c 
Regions. lt 11·i ll be br inging s ome d ts trcss to 
th e parents. So if the :\ltms::: r cannot see 
11·ith me now, I do not mind. but I know that 
c1·cntually he 11·ill hear what is going to ha ppen. 

I 11·ithdra11· in that case. 

• ..Jmendmm t by leat·e r<·it!tdra::'lt. 

C lause 18 agreed to. 

Mr H . 0 . Akpan-'Cdo (Ikot-Ekpene) : _:\I r 
C hairma n, Sir . in plann:ng f0r (!ntermptwn ) 
(Order, order). Free prima"· educat ion .. tt .'s 
important that th~ pbnn111g ., ~ :: :o r ltles s::ou :d 
benefit bv the experience of :hose who h~ ·: c 
begun already. ln arranging fo r the admt~sto n 
of the children into our fr ee pn mary scnool ; 
in Lagos, one importan t problem will ari~. 
It is die problem of parents co r.:ing and trans
ferring to Lagos after regtst:::mon has been 
closed. They arc su re to co:ne \\'tt!l :!1et r 
children. On their arri,·al they are told that 
the children were not registered and so they 
cannot be admitted. Some. on the other hand, 
mav lea1·e shortly after registr:~tion and find 
cori'solation else~,·here. I would like the 
~Iinister, on this occasion, to inform this House. 
what arrangements he will ma.~.e to .ensure that 
the children of parents commg mto Lagos 
after re~istration has been closed, . wtll be 
admitted into Lagos schools. ?therwts~ , what 
arrangements ha,·e been made tor them : 

Minister of Social Services : Such 
children will always find admission when the tr 
parents come to Lagos on transfer. 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun \Vest) : The 
:\liniste r has no t thro wn any light on this 
subject . \\'hen registration has closed how 
do they get admiss ion ' 

Minister of Social Services : They will 
get admission if they come to Lagos and if 
there is anv vacancv tn any school, they \\'lll 
be admitted . If a· child brings along 11·ith 
him or her. ,i ;;chool lca1· ing certificate, it 11·i ll 
be accep ted. Pro ,·isio n can he made fo r them 
to be admitted in any of the schools m Lag0s. 

Mr C. 0 . Komolafe ( llcsha) : :\[ r Chair
man the re is no ne.:d to bdabour the point ; 
wha; obtains in the Regions should ob tain in 
Lagos. I f a ch ild rcsiJ es in .:>nc parttcu l ~r 
place, he must a tt~ nd school tn ~ha t parti cula r 
place fo r at leas t one year and tf the pa re n ~ ts 
t ransferred to Lagos, definitely the chtld nas 
to ask for a transfer cert ificate and that ts 
11·hat obtai ns in the \\ 'estern Region. (One !ton. 
.1fember : I t is not in the /me) . 

The fac t that it is not in the law does not 
make an1· J itfc rencc because we are teachers 
ll'ho o pe ~atc this law and 11·e knoll' wha t it i~ . 
You arc just 11·orrying tht: :\I tm>ter and tt ts 
no usc belabou ring the point. 

Clause 18 agreed to. 

Clause l 'J . 

Mr H. 0 . Akpan-Udo (!ka t Ekpene) : :\l r 
Chairman, unda clause l 'J parents are tn 
J ut\· bou nd to :;c ~ th:tt their chi lJ ren a :: ~:1d 
sc h~o l regularly. ln Lagos , 11·c kno11· there 
is the land proble m and some of the schools 
ma1· be built 1·c r\· far away from the easy 
rca~h of young children of the ages of fi1·e. six, 
se,·en and eight. :\ s a result, some of them 
mav find d ifficulty in attending school regularly. 
So~1.: may ha,·c diffic ulty in boarding_ buses 
in time to uo to school. I thmk, Mr Chatrman, 
the com~tment here for parents is rather 
,·cry rigid. Will the Minister . undertake 
that he would do everythmg m hts power to 
see that these schools are e1·enly distributed 
and ensure that children attend schools at 
the nearest schools in Lagos ? 

The Minister of Social Services (Han. 
Aja ::\wa..:huku): Children are. always made 
to attend school near where thetr parents hve 
and adequate provision has been made for 0at. 
There will be no pupil who will have adnu~lDn 
in a school far 11·ay from 11·here he rest.des. 
\\'e ha1·e provided that no chtld, espectally 
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the very young, should ha,·c to go to school to seck the favour of the \linister or somebody 
very far from his residence. to whom he delegates his power. 

C lause l <) agreed to. Mr D. N. Abii (Owerr i) : \lr Chairman, 
Sir I wish to sa\· that what the Leader of the 
Opposit io n has just said is absolutdy _wrong. 
T o gi,·e any little chance to any pro p~1 e to r to 
co llect an\· monev from ch ildren fo r any 
purpo:;e ":ithout Rrst gett ing the permiss ion 
of the \linister is wrong. It \\·ill make the 
proprieto rs to go on tax ing these children 
and then free education becomes no longer free. 

Clause 20. 
Chief T. T. Solaru ( Ijebu East) : Sub

section 2. Sir, the last phrase. The subsection 
sars- " f or the pu rpose of this section the 
ex-pression " fees" shall include any pam1cnt 
fo r tuition , books, un iforms, boarding or an,· 
other scn·ice." :\ow , would the \linister 
kindly exp lain what he has in mi nd for "any 
other se n ·ice" ' 

The :\[inis t cr of Socia l Services : T 11i..; is 
written in simple English. :\[r Cha inmn . an-I 
I don' t think it needs an y explanation. 

Chief Solaru : \l r Cha irman, Sir, I hope 
the \l inistcr will treat us with some respect. 
\-\ihat is " an\' other sen·ice" ? It is not put 
there for decu'ration. 

The Minister of Social Services : " .-\n,· 
other scn· ice" includes sports, games and 
such other things as the proprietor or the 
manager may wish school children to contnbu tc 
to. 

Chief Solaru : Exactly, Sir; games. spom 
and suc h li ke . It means tha t ir· the,· want to 
bU\· a tennis ball the,· must come to ,·ou. It 
me'ans that c,·c n· littie thing, c,·cn w~,en the:: 
want to bu,· tlicir school meals, the,· mus t 
come to \ 'O ~ for pcm1issio n. It \\'Ou i,l be a 
ven· clastic thin". You'd be tter dctin~ thc:n 
ver~· closely. " 

The Minister of Social Services : It is 
not li kclv that the v will come to me. I can 
delegate· the powe;s to some other person to:_. 
authorise, and it doesn' t cost the proprietor 
or the manager anything to send a le tter to 
sav he wants such and such co ntribution to 
be raised. 

Chief S. L. Akintola (Oshun West) : I 
think this is very vital. The \Iiniste r is 
establishing a school where people must learn 
how to be free. If we ha,·e to fetter them up 
to the word "go", when do they taste the 
fruit of libertv ? If the,· want to buv a small 
tennis ball they have to come with th~ir hands 
at their back, bow low to please the Minister 
or somebody to whom he delegates his power. 
I think this is a bad precedent and that ought 
to be taken out. Gi,·e the school managers 
or proprietors some latitude to be able to 
exercise their own discretion without ha,·ing 

He is ta lk ing abo ut freedom to people ; we 
arc ulki nr; abou t people going to school Withou t 
pa,·ing am· tees . T he Gn,·crn ment will pay. 
T hat docs no t mean denying them freedom . 
You wan t freedom to be g i,·en to the proprietors 
to begin to colkct money from these ch ildren 
to sa \· th:n the,· arc go ing to pav this and pay 
that: [think: \l r Chairman, the Ia\\' as it has 
been put down here is abso lutely correct. 

Chief J. I. G. Onyia (.-\saba) : \l r Chairman, 
rise also to underlin e \\·hat the last speaker 

has said. \\'e who ha,·e practical experience 
in schools do know how certain managers and 
proprietors in schoo ls take ad,·antage of such 
collections to cheat not onlv the child ren but 
al so the parents by undu.e collections. So 
this pro\·i:;iun is corrt:cL 

Cl,wse 21) IIJ:rc~d !o. 
Clause 21. 

:\[r S. W. Ubani-lJkoma (.-\ ba) : Clause 2 1, 
\lr Chairma n, refers to the author it\' of the 
\linister with regard to payments · of any 
nature. \\'hen a school is to be tree, I think 
it should be tree in all shades of it. I am of 
the opinion that this House O\\·es a lot of 
gratitude to the :\linister and to the i\Iinistry 
for putting this here, because teachers are very 
inventive and they are very clever people. 
They might have some other crafty way of 
inventing some sort of collections and what I 
want to say is that the \Iinister should ensure 
the machinery by which this could be imple
mented because there is some likelihood of 
some parents who might be the complainants 
to be victimised. 

There must be some machinery by which 
anybody who · is offended might come straight 
either to the priest or to some specified autho
rity to report the matter and to ensure that 
that child is not sent away from school or 
punished otherwise, for there might be some
thing like baptismal fees, cl;LSs fees and all the 
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rest of it. So that when any money is to be This clause , Sir, is very important and I 
co llec ted, let it be specifically known that this think., he safes t thing to do is to say that such 
money is authorised to be collected, othennse collections shou ld not take place in our pri mary 
this free education migh t be subjec t to some schools. It then is underl ined in bold charac:ers 
so rt of practice~-t'lat might be derogatory to I think the School \-lanagers , who may be 
the spirit of the law. Church .·\ uthoritics thcmseh·cs , will kno·.v 

exac tlv whom to appeal to for their coll~c tio ns 
-ordinarii\· the teache rs might no t like to ra:.:e 
collections "anyway. llut if a child is asked to 
brina han·est dues, or Easter dues and so on :o 
the ;chool, it may be interpreted that it is r'or 
the church and not fo r the school. We do not 
want anv collect ions of any kind to take place in 
the sch~ols . \\. hen a child attends Sunea;· 
School, \\·el l anythi ng you li ke can be collec:ed 
but not in our schools . 

I congratulate the l\li nister and I want him 
to see to it that this law is implemented and 
that anybody who cont ra\·enes it will su rely 
be fined £50 or sent to imprisonment for six 
months or both. 

Mr R. A. Fani-Kayode (Ife): i\Ir Chair
man, I think the last speaker made some 
rather unfortunate remarks about teachers and 
I am certain that teachers have changed. \Ir 
Abi i himself and hon. Onyia have changed. 
They don' t do such things any more. 

Mr G. 0 . Komolafe (Ilesha) : I wish to 
register a ve ry sto ut protest on behalf of 
teachers who are very well known for thetr 
honesty and integrity. 

Chief T . T. Solaru (Ijebu East): !.\Ir 
Chairman, I want it to be clearly understood 
that in trying to examine this clause and see 
that they really mean what they say,_ and the 
meaning is quite clear, no offence ts meant 
either to the proprietors or the teachers. As 
a matter of fac t, one ought to unde rstand the 
handicap of those proprietors in the past who 
had to build their own schools, and pay teachers 
out of the ir o\\·n pocket. I t is in that respec t 
that thev charge all sorts of fees , harves t fees, . . 
and so on. 

Now Government is going to take over, and 
all we are trving to see is that provision has been 
made to co;·er all expenses and people paying 
out of their own pocket, e,·en if the children 
are not p:1ying, therefo re nobody shoul? 
subject them to extra tax. Therefore, tt 
should not be allowed to apply any unfair 
questions to any prop rietor whatsoever. I 
protest against the word "cheating" that some 
hon. Member used this morning. 

Mr H. 0 . Akpan-Udo (Ikot Ekpene): Mr 
Chairman, the remarks made by the speaker 
on the other side of the House are understood, 
arid we the teachers on the Floor of this House 
feel that he did not weigh his words very well, 
otherwise he would not have used them, \Ve 
could ask him to withdraw as we think that he 
should know what to say on the Floor of this 
honourable House. 

Clause 21 agreed to. • 

Clause 22 agreed to . 

Clause 23. 

Chief T. T . Solaru ( ljebu East ) : I am sorry 
if I am asking a question on the Educat:on 
Committee. I do not know how the :\[in is:er 
resolves the difference between the Educ>.tion 
Committee anC! the Local Education Com
mi ttee, which is a committee of the Local 
Education Authoritv. How does he differen
tiate between them ? 

The Minister of Social Services (T he ho:1. 
.-\ja :\wachuku ) : \l r Chairman. th is Commi:: e~ 
will not compete with the Local Educ:J.t:on 
Committee. 

Chief Solaru : The name, Sir, I am talking 
of the name? 

The Minister of Social Services : \ \'fut 
has the name got to do with it ? 

Chief Solaru : :VIr Chairman, if I mie-h t 
help the :\Iinister further. This Education 
Committee here seems to be taking the place 
of an Education lloard, if I am wrong please 
correct me. If it is doing the work of a 
Board then why don't you call it a Board, why 
do you call it an Education Committee which 
might conflict in terminology with a committee 
of a local government body. 

The Chairman : Well, we have settled that 
under Clause 8, and I don't think we can go 
back now. 

Clause 23 agreed to. 

Clause 24. 
ChiefJ. I_ G. Onyia (Asaba) : Mr Chairman, 

Sir, Clause 24 subsection (b) says: "the name 
of the school is not suitab le" . If we allow the 
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committee to determine the unsuitability of 
names, it may be that any name might be 
considered objec tionable unless we specify 
those names here. It may be that a certain 
group of people • ·Y be prejudiced if a school 
were to be named after Chief Akintola, to 
perpetuate his memory for the good he has 
done in Lagos. 

An hon M ember : He is not dead ye t ! 
Chief Onyia : \\ 'e ll , he may be and it may 

be that a group of people may feel the same 
way if a school were es tablished in the Federal 
T erritory of Lagos and named after Chief 
Awolowo for the things that he has done. 
Some people rna;• be unfa,·ourably influenced 
by the name of the school, if they considered it 
to be obnoxious, so I fee l if at all we want that 
clause to remain, we should specify the names. 

Though I am not a lawyer, one can see in the 
companies Ordinance that certain names are 
specified that should not be used. It says , 
that except with the consent of the Governor
G eneral in Council , no Company shall be 
registered by a name which (a) includes the 
n:1me "Imperial ," " Royal," "vVindsor." 

The Chairma n : I really think the hon. 
:\!ember is tak ing his arguments a li tt le wide. 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshvn Wes t) : On a 
point of O rde r, Sir, can a layman cite the law_ 
(L aughter ) __ without gett ing the perm ission of 
the _-\ tto rne;·-G cneral ' 

Chief Onyia : Wh:It I want tO say, in a 
nu t shdl, :\ lr c;,_,ir:•--1, is that the n:! mes th:l: 
are objectionable should be specified , instead 
of leaving th is clause so wide , 

M. Sanni 0. B. Okin (North Ilorin): Well, 
:\lr Chai rman, I do not think this particular 
clause needs to be dragged out. It is clearly 
stated that if the name is unsuitable it is the 
duty of the committee to indicate that. I 
think the people who will serve on that commit
tee will be wise enough to know whether a 
name is suitable or not. 

The Minister of Social Services (The hon. 
Aja Nwachuku) : What the hon. Chief Onyia 
has said, is an exact antithesis of what this 
paragraph means, I would not be prejudiced 
against an "Akintola College" but I would 
object to a primary school being called a 
U nive rsity, or a primary school being called 
".-\kintola College"-that is what it means. 

Chief S. L. Akintola (Oshun West) : Sir, 
I seek your protection. I always associate a 

memorial to a dead person, and by the grace 
of Go~. I think I am a littl e far from the gra \'e 
as yet. (Laughter), 

Clause 2+ agreed to. 

Clauses 25 and 26 agreed to, 

Clmue 27. 

Mr L. J. Dosunmu (Lagos E~t) : :\[ r 
Chairman when we were cl! scussmg the 
expenses incurred by the G o\'ernment in con
nection with the building of Primary Schools, 
it was gi,·en out by the :\linister of Information 
that it was because thev had to comply with 
the building regubtion; of the Lagos T own 
Council that the schools were so expens1 \'e. 
I think , S ir, that the :\l inis ter of Social Servi ces 
shou ld consider this section again because it 
looks as if the :Vlinis ter is in,·iting this House 
to gi,-e him power to 1\'Cii\-e the buildin;: 
regula tions. 

I just cannot unde rstand it. In one breath 
the,: \\'e re s:Jsina tha t the \· were bound to 
conl ply with tb: h igh srand a"rd required by-the 
Regulation to build ve ry expens1ve schools, 
They want us now to wai,·e the RegulatiOn 
and to brina the standard down as low as 
poss ible. I h ope this will no t bring about the 
buildi ng of ramshackle buildings_ that the 
!\fin iste r of Information has m mmd. 

The Minister of Social Services : :\ [ ,-
Chairman it \\-ill not lead me to what the hurL 
Gen tkma;l has described .1s ramshackle. Ou r 
buildi ngs! if [lt,; h ~l:\ hJLl :i!l:c td in;;p t,;c t sonh: oi· 
them or ro visit some of the sites , he would 
ha,-e ag reed with me tbt the build ing is firs t
class in the whole of Wc:st .-\frica and I would 
not go back from good ro 1\-orse because it 
will be a very poor improvement. In tact 
buildings have been well specified and the 
whole thing has been going on well. There 
is no reason for us to come down to butldmg 
what he calls ramshackle. We are taking 
great care to see that we avoid makeshifts 
which ha,·e been the build ings in the W est. 

Mr M. W. Ubani-Ukoma (Aba): Would 
the i\llinister explain then why he wants _some 
relaxation or modification of the buildmg 
regulations if he is sure that his buildiri~s 
are of s tandard : \Yhat is the need for th1s 
section? 

Clause 27 put and agreed /o , 

Clause 23. 
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_ Mr Ayo Rosiji(Egba Eas t): ;\[r Chairman, may not have done anything for which the 
S1r, the order for the closure of a school is school should have been closed down. T he re 
a very se rious matter and l should he~,·e li ked s hould be a righ t of ap peal in this matte r. 
that the education autho ritY would be the 
authority to issue the order ~o that there can 
be a right of appeal to the ;\I inis ter. You 
cannot just with a signature like that destroy 
'~hac_ _perhaps somebody had been- doi ng :1 il 
h1s_ h te wnhout having any righ t o f ap peaL 
l fee l that It should not be the :\l inister who 
should make the orde r himself. Somebod y 
else should make it in the fi rs t instance and 
thc;n there should be a righ t of appeal to the 
i\lm1ste r. 

M . Maitama Sule (Kano Crban .-\ rea): :\l r 
Cha1 rman, S1r, it may be it is ,·e ry likely that 
the first judge who has recommended that the 
sch?ol should be closed could be prejudiced 
agamst the school manage r or p ro prietor. In 
that respec t, if the school manage r or prop ri etor 
has any n gh t of appeal then he will be ab le 
to lodge the appeal to the :\l in is ter who is the 
next man after whiche,·er man that ma\· be 
appointed. So if the :\l inister could t h i1~k of 
ha,·ing somebodv in between him and the 
proprietor, it wo~ld be a world of good. 

Chief S. L . Akintola (Oshun Wes t): :\lr 
Cha1 rman, S tr, this is very impo rtant and I 
do hope that the :\l iniste r \\-ill th ink it ti t 
to give. some :.1ssurance. I think the :; uggest inn 
made ~s e\·cn compatible " ·ith the di~n i t,. ot 
h1s attic.:: h..: docs not in tcr r"t.: rc in the tirst 
instance _ He is the bil! bos_; 0 n wp to "-hom 
all Jppcais •souiJ gu, Jnci [ ti unk this pornt 
IS very 1m p0 ru nt and l would like the :\l inister 
to gi\·c us an :JS:il'..:.:_tnce tilat tile L..tw would 
be changed so that he wo uld be the final cou rt 
of appe:1l in the mat:cr. 

Th: Minister of Social Services (Hon. 
Ap Nwachuku): :\lr Chairman, Sir, if the 
s~ggestion is that we should have a body that 
Will act as buffer, the Local Education Authority 
is there. 

Mr Ayo Rosiji (Egba East) : i\--Ir Chairman 
Sir, it is not a question of somebody actin~ 
as a buffer. That is not it at all. But you 
wilJ have seen a case where a person has been 
building up a school for 25 years ; if somebody 
were prejudiced in one way or the other and 
recommends the making of an order and the 
order is made and it is finally closed withou t 
a right of appeal, it is a wicked thing to do and 
it may be a wrong completely because the man 

The Attorney-General of the Federation 
(Mr E. L G. Unsworth): i\lr Chairman, S ir, 
there is one small point I would make on thi s 
and that is, of course , t[lat the Mi nis ter can 
only close a school on the grounds set out in 
sect ion 30, and if of co urse he acted on wrong 
grounds or on other g rounds, of course there 
would be an appeal in those circumstances : 
you could appeal to the court by means of a 
writ of certiorari. I am not sayina that to 
satisfy the House but I am saying th~t there is 
some p ro tec tio n in that event in the law, 

M. M a itama Sule (Kano C rban .-\rea) : :\l r 
Chairman, Sir, we are talki ng about schools and 
as tar as schools are concerned l think th in<>s 
concerning schools should best be consider; d 
by those people who are au tho rities on such 
matters. And for that matter, it would be much 
better fo r somebodv who is in the know ot 
things in the Edu~a t ion Department to be 
appealed to . We do not want to go to court 
as a matter of fact and it would be a good idea 
tf the Mm1ster could conside r somebody. 

Mr Fani-Kayode (Ife) : \\'e agree entirelv 
with the statement made bv the .-\ tto rne ,-'_ 
General, hut the p ro tect ion rccc=,·ed from the 
court may be rather expcns i,·e and it might be 
slow as \\el L So 1\-e suggest that if the bod,
se t up o r the Education .-\uthoritv be ai,·e n 
pe rmiss ion to be the first to make ,l ;l o rcie~ and 
then the person aggrieved can make an app lica
eton or appeal to the :'1-I inis ter, in that case the 
Minister can look not only into the facts that the 
reaso n fo r the closure is {vithin the limits of the 
law, but can also look into the merits of the 
decision which the court cannot look into. 
The court can only look into the facts whether 
the facts stated are within the ambit of the law. 

The Minister of Social Services : \Veil 
this wiiJ be based in the light of experience: 
Mr Chairman. The Education Committee 
wilJ first of all consider the question of the 
closure of schools and make recommendations 
to the Minister. The recommendation will go 
to the Minister. It does not mean that the 
Education Committee wilJ have the final say. 

Mr Ayo Rosiji (Egba East) : Mr Chairman, 
Sir, I do not know if I have read this particular 
clause upside-down, but it seems that the action 
originates from the Minister himself. Clause 
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28 s:tys, "The i\linistc r may require the 
Ed ucation Committee to consider and to m:tke 
a recommendation as to whether am· school 
should bc: closed upon :tny of the -grounds 
spccincd in section 3U" . 

T he action originates from the :'llinister 
hi mself. If the .\linister asks the Committee 
to rnakt.: rccomrncnd:.ttion, he i:; su.ggt.: sti:lg to 
them that the school is unfit and should be 
closed down. He is the one doin" it · then 
the Committee makes the rccommc.~d:tt,ion to 
him and he makes the order that the school 
should be d osed down . T he Committee 
shou ld of its own originate action if it considers 
that a school should be closed do"·n . If it 
does it and it makes the order, then the pro
prieto r should have the right of appc:ll to the 
i\li :li; :~r. 

Mr J. A. Akande (Egba ::\onh;: ::iir, the 
Ministe r can rccei,·e repo rts from certain 
qua1.crs and he will cause the Committee to 
look into it. [f the report is fa,·o urabk, there 
is no need for the .\linistcr to close the school. 

~lr R. A. Fani-Kayode (lfc) ; .\[ r Chairman, 
Si r, it one of the .\!embers on our Benches 
will di rect the :'llinistc r to clause 30 ( i ), [ think 
that is an answer to the problem. 

The Chairman : I a;k :'llcmbe rs to make 
the.:::- :-c.:r:urk.5, .1 little mvrc auJibk:. I : i()u k..; 
like a com·ersatiun going on rather tha n a 
debate. 

:\lr Fani-Kayode : "The Education Com
mittee has scr;ed notice in writing on such 
proprietor, infor:>.ing him of the defect 
complained of ; and (ii) on further inspection, 
after a period of not less than six months from 
the date of such notice, it has been shown to 
the satisfactio n of the Committee tlut such 
defect has not been remedied." 

In that case the Education Committee 
might be taken to court in the first instance and 
then the Minister may be a court of appeal. 

Clau.;e 28 agreed to. 

Sitting suspended. 

Sitt ing resumed. 

Clau.;es 29-35 agreed to. 

Clause 36. 

Chief V. Duro Phillios (lichtt \\'e~t) : 
\...tause .ib ll) rtaus : .. 1 ne AutllOmy may 

refuse permiss ion for any person to be 
arpointed o r to continue as a p rop rieto r or 
manager of a school if- (a) he has been con-
,·icted of a cr iminal offence, or .... . . . . " I 
venture to ask the hon. Minister what happens 
if a would-be proprietor were convicted of 
common assault and he \\·ere fined £ 5 ? Would 
you dcpri ,·c hi m of his ap.pointmcnt as a school 
prop rietor ? 

The Minister of Social Services (Hon. 
.\ja :\ wachuku) : This would be discret ional. 
Some offences are graver than others and it 
would depend upon the nature of the offence 
comm itted . 

Chief V. Duro Phillips : That is the very 
reason whv [ would sugges t that clause 36, 
sub-clause ·(I ) (a) shou ld be further elucidated. 
T h<: term "criminal offence" is used in general 
terms here; it includes all forms of criminal 
otfcnccs as cou ld be found bv a criminal court. 
The question of the cxerci;e of discretion as 
to which offences arc of a gra,·e or less gra,·c 
nature, [ think, should be legisla ted for and not 
just be left to generalization by the Education 
Committee. 

The Attorney-General of the Federa tion 
(:\[r E. C nsworth): .\>[ r Chairman , it is a little 
difficult , [ think, to define, in a clause of this 
descrip tion, the specific types of offences, 
because an offence might be committed " ·hich, 
although no t 1·cry serious, might ne,·enhekss 
make a perso n unsuitab le to be the proprietor 
or manager of a school. I think, in those 
circumstances, it is difficult to do anything 
other than lea,-e it to the discretion of the 
.\uthority. I have no doubt that, if the 
Authority does make decisions considered 
unsatisfactory, there would be a great deal of 
comment. 

Clause 36 n;reed to . 
Clau.;e 37 agreed to. 

Clau.se 38. 

Mr J. A. 0. Akande (Egba North): Mr 
Chairman, this clause reads as follows : "( 1) 
Every board of management or board of 
governors shall prepare a written constitution 
defining its functions, the times and places of 
meetings, its composition, procedure and the 
duties of its secretary, the keeping and auditing 
of accounts, the appointment and dismissal of 
staff and such other matters as shall be deemed 
n ecess~rv for the !!nnd o-rl\'ern~nce nf the schnnl 
or schools." 
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. What I would like to point out to the Minister 
IS that, when the written co~titutio n is beinoo 
prepared, care should be take·~ to see that th~ 
board of gove rnors does not take up unnecessary 
P?w~rs , because in the appointment and 
dtst?_lssal of staff certain boards try to play 
pol1t1cs. I have my reasons for saying this: 
I remember ?omething that happened in the 
\Ves tern Reg1on; the writkn cons titution in 
that particular school did not oo i,·e the board 
authority to cancel the appoint;ent of a mem
ber of the staff without reference to the Minis
try. 

~hief V. Duro Phillips (ljebu West) : 
Pomt of order, l\Ir Chairman. We are not 
talking about the \Vestern Education Bill : we 
arc talking, Sir, of the Lagos Education Bill. 

The Chairman : It is no more than a fair 
comparison. 

An hon. Member : Why are you afraid ? 
Mr J. A. 0. Akande : As I was saying, :\lr 

Chairman, this board of go,·ernors was com
P?Sed of a ce~tain class of people belongLng to a 
d1fferent poltttcal party from the particular 
member of the staff they dismissed. \\'hat did 
he do ? Because he won an election to this 
particular House, he was asked to lea1·e his 
duty-two days after he was elected !-a man 
who had served for 1 + years. T he matter was 
referred to the :\Iinister of Education in the 
\\'estern Region-thank God that :\[inister has 
left them ! ; his authority was ques tioned and the 
matter was brought before the Go,·ernor in 
Council. The objection was that this par
ticular man did nothing apart from being 
elected to this Hause. 

That is why I say that we should learn a 
lesson ~rom what is happening in the Regions. 
The Mm1ster should look very carefully at this 
Clause to see whether it l·m :my political 
1mpllcatwns : unless you do that vou will get 
certain boards of governors, comp~sed of a set 
of people belonging to a different political 
party, who because a member of the staff does 
not belong to their party, would dismiss him. 
That is the point I am making. 

Chief T. T. Solaru (Ijebu East) : In a case 
like this, Sir, I think the hon. Arogundade 
Akande has already indicated in what direction 
the remedy lies if anything like that happens. 

The Minister of Social Services in Lagos is a 
Member of your Party and if annhin!!' haooens 
liKe tnat Ill tn~ •· ~c.<: rat .:>cnem~ or· Education, 

the matter would be referred to the :\linister 
of Social Services here and no doubt he would
be able to take care of it. 

. Chief Duro Ph~llips (ljebu West): :\lr 
Chatrman, S1r, [ thtnk the v1ews expressed bv 
hon. i\[r Akande arc misplaced. Section 3S 
subsection l, provides the remedy for the vel]: 
matter about wh1ch he has spoken. Section 38 
subsection I said that every Board of :\[anage
ment shall prepare a written constitution which 
governs the appointment and dismissal of the 
staff, and so,· Sir, I venture to suggest that the 
hon. i\Ir Akande did not read this particular 
section properly before he put forward his 
VICWS. 

J\olr J. A. 0. Akande (Egba ::\orth): ~[r 
Chairman. [ am surprised that an hon. :\[ember 
like Chid Duro Phillips would ge t up and say 
that. I ha,·e been con nected with Seconda~· 
Schools for fourteen yea rs, and [ am therefor~ 
in a position to speak. In these circumstances 
Mr. Chairman, I was the person who gave th~ 
test1mony when you were going to England. 
(Laughter). 

The Chairman : There is qu ite a chorus of 
noisy interrupting. When I am on my feet 
hon . .\>[embers must maintain si lence. 

Clause 38 agreed to. 

Clauses 39-60 agreed /f). 
Clmuc r, l. 

Chief J. I. G. Onyia (.-\saba) : :\[r Chairman 
I wish to underline what a :\[embe r has said i~ 
the House here in respec t of the omission which 
properl y should ha,·e come under this Clause, 
and that is about the condition of service of 
teachers. If I understand, ~'[r Chairman, the 
regulations of the Go,·ernment mean the Act of 
Government identical with the Act of Govern
ment in respect of Education in Eno-l:lnd 19+-J.. 
This I can understand, that under this Regula
tion .t~e Government can make such necessary 
prov1s10n, so I would recommend that if it is not 
done n?w, .0at th~ Government may consider 
t~e _adv1sab1llty of _mserting a Clause eventually 
s~rrular to the Sect1on 89 of the English Educa
tiOn Act of 19++ which provides for the Burham 
Committee to be adopted. If this is done 
eventually then the necessary provision and the 
safeguard required by teachers is made. 

Chief T. T. Solaru : Mr Chairman Sir it 
is rat~er d~stur?ing that when importan~ poi~ts 
arc ra1sed Ill th1s House. such - · ·~ c rme raised 
oy me tast speaker, the .\linistry is quiet about 

(735) 



House of R <!pr<!s~nt ativ<:s Debates 

I 523 [The Educatio11 (Lagos) Bill] 27 :\f..\RCH 1 ?57 [Committee ] 15H 

it. Whether they are going to do anything came to discuss the question of interpos ing 
about tt, or whether they think we are merely the Chief Federal.·\ dviser between the i\I ini:my 
talking hot air, I do not knol':". and the Local Education Autho ri tY to be 

This is a most importan;• th ing. \\"hen we created we had no satisfactory ans11'er. \Ve 
start arguing, we will be pread1l:d to that our 1\'0uld c"pect, S ir, since this is a \'Cry important 
reward is in heaven. Here is a chance to do point, that at the earl iest opportu nity the 
somethi ng, which we rea lly ought to do, and \linistc r would brin~ in an amendme nt to 
you are being given good e"amp lcs from the this particular part of the l3ill. 
country 11·hich you are imitatin<> . l. \ ' !1•: ~"n ' t 
you say something about it ? '\\'hat ~rc vou 
going to do about inserting a pro,·ision f~ r a 
committee such as the Burham Scale Com
mittee here ? \Vhat is being done about it ? 
We just don't want to be greeted with stonv 
silence. · 

The Minister of Social Services : The 
answer to this question has be~:n gi,·e n, Sir, 
:'·hen I said that a joint negotia ting co mmitc<.:c 
rs be ing se t up to g o into the c ~> n \ ~ i~ : n n;-; n i· 
teachers. That was the ans11·er l ga ,·e to this 
question when it was raised a few days ago . 

Chief J. I. G. Onyia (.\ saba) : Have we the 
assurance of the :\l inistcr that this will be 
eventually inserted under this Clause, so that 
it will come into law ? \\'hat vou 'told us is 
not inserted in the Bill at all , so that whether 
you are providing that machinery or not, does 
not appear in the law. 

C!aurc· 61 a;;rccd to. 
Clauses 6.2-6+ a.::reecl to. 
Schedule agreed to. 
Bill to be reported. 
:\ l r Speaker resumed the Chair. 
Q uestion proposed, T /zat t /z ~ B ill be /11, ;,· r, ac/ 

the third time . 

.\nd s~:cond l y. ::i ir, th<.: Lj Uestion of cond itions 
of sen· icc for tcac:hers. 11· hich is so unsatis facto ry 
as it stands. \\'~: hope that the :\linist<:r will 
ha,·e second thou ghts and that he will bring 
in an a mendment to embody that same joint 
cornmtttce and its compos ition into the body 
at the law. Th~:r<.: is nothing 11·rong in 
admtttmg that one has o\·c rlooked a point, 
or that on<.: has matk a mistake. .\ nd in 
fac:t, it is man ly ; u to do , and the only reason 
\\·~:y w~.: :1r~ ht.:rc . :~ ~ nnh· n:~t so n wh\- this 
has not gone out as an order in council rne ~e lv to 
be notiti~:d to all oi us , is that m: jointly mi"ht 
contri bute to its success. But if we ~re 
gnin~ to be t r~ :t tt:d as we h;l\·c; been trC :.lt ~ d 
O\·er this l3 il l as if we ,,.<.:rc m~:rdv onlooke rs 
or busybodies -who arc meddling i.n affairs of 
which thev know ,·en· little-because that is 
the impre~sion I h a,- ~ had in the passaae of 
this Bill ; as a matter 0t. fact a good many 

0

parts 
ot It have P'tsscd be c:t us ~: ,,." fdt 11·c ; h,d l not 
h.r.c ~u : y J : :~ ·- · - ~:- - :: . .:- j lb~ ~ .... ::;.: rh.:c aii tht: rimc. 
li people who put fom ·ard the law cannot 
explain it properly, what is going to happen to 
the peopk who are ~o in !i to ""ccute it or 
peo ple w hu an.: go in :; :o ca rne under it ? 

\\'e fed, :)ir, tint this Ed ucation Bill, 
laudable as it is in it; intention, has not been 
properly_ got up, and a good many things ha,·e 
been lett out, and [ would like to sa \· th:lt 
people who are more concerned have not been 
co nsulted. ff thev had been consulted there 
would not have be~n all these leaks and creaks. 
I hope, Sir, that the :\iinister will take it in aood 
part because it is our job to help him d; his 
duty correctly. 

Chief T. T. Solaru (Ijebu East): :\Ir 
Speaker, while we congratulate the :\l inister 
for bringing in a Bill on education specially for 
Lagos and the Federal T erritorv, one cannot but 
say that he has a very difficult task. But that 
?ifficult task has been to a great extent lightened 
m that he has had the experience of a good 
many other Regions before him and, of course, 
the accumulated experience of educationists 
all over the world and the help of qualified Mr H. 0 . Akpan-Udo (Ikot Ekpene): Mr 
education officials. S!leaker, in supporting the Third Reading of 

And that is the reason why we are somell·h'-'t thts Bdl I Wish to associate myself with some 
distressed by the way in which the joints of of the sentiments expressed by the last speaker. 
the law, if the law has joints, are so rheumatic I would not say that there are so many creaks 
and so creaking. I know an answer has been and leaks in the Bill, I would say that the Bill 
given as to how this gout, or rheumatic pain, is not quite complete. 
or lumbago that it suffers fr?m is going to be If the Education Law of Lagos cannot show 
treated. You remember, Sir, that when we directly in its pages the working conditions of 
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the teachers to be employed in the schools to 
be opened under such a law we cannot saY it 
is complete. Besides, we ~re not to ld ·the 
g r:1des of teachers to be employed in t hese 
schools, so w~: are going home with some doubts 
tha t perhaps S tan,b rd Four Bu1·s in the 
\\ '~: st<.:rn Region might be drafted to teach in 
I .agos st:hools because they will be regarded 
a; school-lea,·ers as it obtains in that Region. 

:-iecondly, :\[r Speaker, I would like to point 
ou t that the Education Law as it stands 
requires more schedules. \Ye want to know 
the subjects to be taught, especially in our post
primary schools and e\·en in the ordimry 
primary schools. .-\!though we know religious 
inst ruction will be there, opt ional to the 
managers of the schools, we want to know the 
; uhjccts th,u must he taught compulsu rih· in 
tn<.: schools. \\'hen these things come in the 
law \n ll be complete and we will be satisfi ed. 

The Attorney-General of the Federation 
( \f r E. f. G . Cnsworth): :\lr Speaker, there 
seems to be some doubt as to who is go ing to 
reply. T he only point that I was go ing to 
make was that the Minister drew mv attention 
to the fact that numerous points have been 
raised and it is a question of whether there 
should be an am~:mlmcnt to the L<lW, an d he 
wi ll certain ly co ns i J~: r all the poi nts that ha,·e 
b~:e n raised by the House. 

Question, Tha t the Bill be 11010 read the Third 
'!'/;;, ,., put a11d agreed to. 

Hill accurdi11gly rrad the Third Time a11d 
passed. 

th~ responsible ~I iniste r authority, subject to 
the approval of the Gove rnor-G eneral in 
Council, to guarantee the continuance of such 
repayments for periods up to 10 years. 

As :\h:mbers will see, thi,...; essentially an 
enabling Bill ; it do~:s not att~:mpt to dd ine 
rigidly the circumstances in which repayments 

• 11·ill be made. The reasons fo r this are 
threefold. First, all the consideratio ns which 
seem like ly to govern repayments are set out 
in the \Vhite Paper which the House endo rsed 
at its last meeting,' and this White Paper 
necessarily must serve as the Government's 
guide in the matter. It is the Government's 
intention that the responsible :\Ii n ister shoul d 
report at least once a year to this House on the 
manner in which the Ordinance has been 
applied . 

Secondly, as indust rial de,·elopment is a 
subject on the concurrent leg islative list the 
Government would wish in applying the 
Ordinance to gi,·e as much weight as possible to 
the desires and opinions of the Regional 
Go,·ernments, subjec t ah\'ays to this Govern
ment's responsibilities to this House. Finally, 
experience with the .\id to Pioneer Industries 
Ordinance has shown th ,u if, when you set out 
to encourage industrial de,·d opment , you try 
to derine too precisely bcfo rei 1~nd what you 
intend tv do , you are liable to de feat your own 
purpose. Where as in this country industry 
is expa'lding rap idly, and much of the de,·elop
ment is e"pc rimcntal, the machinerv fur 
promoting e"pansion must he w, fle"ib lc as 
possible. 

T HE l:\ Dl:~TRL\L DE\'ELOP:\IE;o;T 

( b !PORT D L"TIES RELIEF) Bru. 
As the Governor-General told the House in 

his speech the Government is in the process 
Order for Seco11d R eadi11g read. of revising the Aid to Pioneer Industries 
The Minister of Trade and Industry Ordinance. That Ordinance prescribes in 

(Ha n. R. A. ::-.ijoku) : Mr Speaker, :-iir, the Bill some detail the qualifications which an industry 
now to be read a second time is an outcome of must have to make it eligible for assistance, 
the Motion passed by this House at its meeting and the procedure which applicants must 
last August. That Bill welcomed the report adopt to secure it; the result in practice has 
of the committee appo inted to advise the been to exclude some deserving industries 
Federal Government on the stimulation of from the Ordinance's benefits, and to depri,·e 
industrial development by relief from import eligible tirms of them on purely technical 
duties, and invited the Federal Government ground~ . In this Bill therefo re, the Govern
to implement the report by legislation. The ment's desire is to encourage efficiency, and it 
Bill empowers the Governor-General in will insist that the enterprises which it helps 
Counci l to repay the whole or part of the duty should be properly planned, but its standard 
charged on materials or capital equipment will be effectiveness, not merely orthodoxy. 
imported by :-.figerian industry for its own use, It remains the intention of the Government, 
or on components imported to be assembled as indicated in the White Paper, that a com
into a finished product. It would also give mittee should be set up to advise on whether 
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appl ica tions shou ld be gran ted, but the 
consmut1on of the committee and the manne r 
in which Lt should pe rform it:; function will 
bes t be dete rmined in the light of experience. 
It may be desi rable in the early s tage:; to 
mud 1fy the arrangements severa l times, and, 
once ag.1in with an eye to flexibilit y, it seems 
bes t no t to fi x the constitution and functions 
of the com mittee by law. 

_:\"ow , Si r, to the mai n provis ions o f the Bill. 
L nder clause 3 the Go,·e rno r-General in 
~ounc il might author i :>~ repayments of d u ty 
m Circumstances desc ribed in the ensuing 
clauses . Such repaymen ts might repre>ent 
pa rt o f the d u ty paid, o r the whole of it and 
they might extend to :t il the mate ria!; imp~ rtcd 
by the fi nns conce rn ed , or o nl v to some o f them. 
Such relie f wo uld not be confined to manufac
turing ind_ustries only: any industry providing 
ser\'lccs o t ,·alue to the eco nomy of the country 
would be eltg1ble . The Bill merely requires 
that tn the opm1on of the Go,·ernor-General 
the relief atf0rded should be in the countrv's 
economic interest ._ O b,·iously, a repayment' of 
custom du tv cntad s a loss nf re,·enuc, and the 
Go,·e rnor-General in Council would have to 
consider whether such a loss would be offset 
by the advantages to the economy which a 
repayment would be likely to bring. On 
nccas1on .the Gove rnme~ t might gain in 
c~mpantes tax, _fro m the mcreased prosperity 
ot the rec1p1cnt fir:11, as m uch as it lost in duty, 
but th1s would not alwa,·s be the case and even 
where it was no t. the Bill would ndt prohibit 
a repayment 1f the Governor-General in 
Council is satisfi ed that repayment should 
be made. 

C nder clause -~ the Governor-General in 
Council might sanction a repayment if without 
1t th~ appltcants could not sell their products 
at pnces whtch would give them a market in 
competition with imported goods. Further
more, there might be a situation in wh ich a 
~rm coul~ ~e ll a ~im~ted quantity of its products 
Ill :ompet1~1~n wtth 1m ported goods, but needed 
ass1stance 1f ~t was to expand, and its expansion 
would be 111 the country's interests. For 
instance, a firm might be able to sell a hundred 
umbrellas a year, at a given price, and make 
a profit : under these conditions it would be 

its acti ,·iries : clause + of the Bill would enable 
it to be g ranted repayments of customs dutv 
for that purpose. - · 

Clause 5 o f the Bill reflects~ legal language 
the 1mposs1b1ltty of equatmg exactly the rates 
of duty on im po rted fini shed articles and on 
the components imported to assemble the same 
art icle in :\ige ria, where in the one case there 
is a fl at rate duty and in the othe r dutv is 
paid ad 'i:alr;rem. L et us say, for exadtple 
that the duty on a sewing machine is £3 l Os, 
whik the Jut:: on sewing mach ine parts is 5 per 
cent ad valorem : the mac hine, and the parts 
composing it, if it is assembled in this country, 
a re subjeCt to d iffe rent types of duty, which 
cannot be accu ratel y compared. The onlv 
solution, if a machine assembled in this country 
IS to be on the same footing for purposes of 
customs duty as o?e already put toge ther when 
It was Imported, IS to assess the difference in 
duty as nearly as poss ible, and th is the solution 
adopted in the BilL 

Clause 6 of the Bill would empower the 
GO\·ernor-General in Council to approve 
repayments o f duty. on capital equipment, as 
d1stmct from matenals to be com·erted into 
manufactured products, or components to 
bea~sembled. C nder clause 7 the responsib le 
~ l 1n1ste r m1ght guarantee the continuance of 
repayments fo~ periods up to 10 years , whether 
the duty im·oh·ed was on materia ls, components, 
o~ cap1tal goods. I need hardly emphasize, 
S1r, how very greatly such a gua~tee would 
enhance the value of a concession · indeed 
without such a guarantee a concessi~n to a~ 
enterprise on any substantial scale would be 
wo rth little : impo~tant industrial enterprises 
have to make the1r plans several years in 
advance, and a modest concession on which 
they can count over a period, is more attractive 
to them than a larger concession which may 
or may not be repeated. Members will 
observe from clause 8 at large, and from 
clause 10 (c), that the guarantees proposed 
would be . subject to appropriate conditions, 
and that 1f the concessions granted were 
abused the Government could recover the 
amounts involved from the recipients. 

a so~n~ lit_tle concern, but it would be supplying I think, Sir, that the most significant provi
an ms1gmficanr proportion of the country 's sion of this Bill, as far as Federal Government 
demand for. umbrcll~, :md it would probably policy on Industrialisation is concerned, is 
deserve asststance tf tt sought to expand clause 9. It puts beyond doubt who is to 
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bear an y loss of re,·enue resulting from the 
impJ.ementation of this law. The \\-' hitc 
Papt:; on which this law is based laid it do\\·n 
very clearly that the relie f with which it dealt 
should be pro,·ided at the expense of th:1t 
Government which has overall responsibility 
for the industrial anJ ge neral economic dc,·c
lopment of the country, namely the Federal 
Government . There could be no g reate r 
practical demonstration to my mind, Sir, of 
the de termination o f this Go,·e rnment to 
encourage the ind ust rialisation o f :\ige ria as 
quick ly and as economically as pos:;ib le. T he 
Bill is indeed a 11 e-u: charter f or industrialists 
and I have very great ple:1sure in commending 
it to this House. 

S ir, I beg to mo,·e .• 

The Attornev-General of the Federation 
(:VIr E. I. G. l'nsworth) : ~Ir Speaker, S ir, 
I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 

Mr L. C. Daldry (S pecia l :\!ember) : :\Ir 
Speaker, Sir, .when the White Paper oii thi s 
subject came before the House last ye:1r, I 
took a special interest in this subject and spoke 
at some length on it, :1nd I expressed the hope 
that, when the enabling Ord inance was drawn , 
it would be fle xi ble and in broad and ge ner:1\ 
term; . .-\!I I \\'ant to s:1y this morni ng is that 
from that point of view, this Il ill comes up !o 
my expectations. I want to congratulate the 
iVIinister and I have very great pleasure in 
supporting the Bi lL 

Mr E. C. Akwiwu (Orlu): :\I r Speaker, 
Sir, I wish especially to say that I congratulate 
the Minister on the BilL In my humble 
opinion, Sir, it is a step in the right direction . 
In supporting it, S ir, I wish to make one 
observation and that is that I do not think 
it is absolutely correct to work out aid to 
industrial developments within this country 
on the basis of price of imported goods equal 
to price of home manufactured goods. 

o r in .-\me rica. I th ink , Sir, it is alwavs be tte r 
to s tart a thing on a modest scale and then 
see how far you can go. 

But to say that an industrial establ ishment, 
starting in this country to-day would, from 
the word go , attain the same s tate o f efficie ncy 
as one long-es tablished in more indus tr ially 
advanced countries in the world , S ir. I thi nk 
is not a co rrect view. So, S ir, I fed that the 
time has come when we should abandon what 
economists tradi tion:1Ih· rcf~r to as " thi rd rate 
po li cy." That is a . polic \· that h:1:i been 
ad ,·ocated at one ti me or the other by great 
indus trial powers , at the time wh,·n it suited 
them best. 

T owards the end of the 1"9 th centu~,- . S ir , 
it was common in English ind.ust rial 
pol icy, English international trade pol ic~ , that 
you had a state , a free s tate , in which manu
factu re rs eve rywhere could come to compete , 
knowing full well, Si r, that the hnmc r ~o 
duction was so effi cien t that e\·e rvbod ,- \\·o ulJ 
have the chance to compete ; . the :-: would 
stand at a di sad,·antage with the home manu
factured goods. 

.-\me rica to-day, Sir, one o f the ve ry leading 
indus trial powers in modern times, I am sure 
will welcc me an y policy like an international 
free t r:tdc. They ha,·e at t:1ined such a high 
dt.:grL"c of ·..: fficien~y cr. .n it \.:ol.'::i n~t m.nt~ r to 
rhen1 whatt.: \"er ] Jp3n p:"oducc:; and b.-:ngs to 
America . It still stands to reaso n. as fa r as 
they arc concerned, that a Che1-·roler Clr pro· 
du~cd in .-\mcrica will still sd l cht.::tper and 
would sti ll be a bette r pe rr'o rming machine 
than a Chevrolet car produced in Japan. So 
that it doesn't reall v matter t•> the-... But, Sir, 
it does matter to us" in this cou ntrv that we must 
as much as we can make p rc f~r<.: n~e fo r " ·hat we 
can produce within th is country. It is not 
enough , Sir, if we merely sc•; that the price of 
the goods manufactured in this country works 
out equally with that of imported goods. 

I feel , Sir, that in making this duty adjust
ment, J.~iu \hi~ • l,;e vught to b~ made i~ c~:scs 

I think, Si r, that approach to the industrial when manufacturers could be given some very 
development is not very correct. In my little advantage. As beginners, I say it again, 
humble view, Sir, it is an approach that has it is not practicable that their products should 
very serious connection with the view adopted be as well fin io;!: : -: as those ones imported and 
by industrial advisers in this country, that if it is not easily conceivable tP.at their costs will 
you want to manufacture anyth ing in this be as In"'".< t!-:c : :: ~s of those prod uced :tbroad. 
country, you have got to manufacture it at So that I feel , Sir, that nobody will grudge 
exactly the same scale as it is being manu- this country if we make provision enabling our 
factured in the United Kingdom or in Germany home produced products to be put to the 
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market at some price or cost lower than that of 
the imported materials. And then, Sir, I feel 

..rJ,at the aid provided for in this Bill lays very 
.<rrong emphasis on applications and allowances 
hy indi vidua l manufacturers. 

I only wish to make an observation whid1 the 
Government might consider. If every appliGl
tton has got to go to the Go,·ernor-General in 
Council, then, Sir, cons idering the a\·crage size 
of the :'\igerian industry 'llld also considering 
what little contribution the production of am· 
particular cstabbhmcnt might make, l te~l 
that the fact that these ha,·e got to go right up 
to the Go,·ernor-Gencral in Council and the 
fact that the pm,·isions aim at makin l! indi,·i
dual allol\·anccs in inJi,·idual cases:· in the 
course of the administration sight might be lost 
of the more humble establishment whid1 might 
sonner or later de\·clop into a :'\igerian 'Tnrd" 
motor works. 

So, Sir, l feel that some steps ought to he 
taken to ensure that the working of this scheme 
is not so intricate and so complicated that the 
smaller industrialists would be ignored. 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun \\'est ,-: I haw 
unlv a hnCf obsen·ation to make on th is I 
thi1;k the provision made here would sa;isf,
those who have for some time entertained 
fears about the future of our industries in the 
country. I think it is a move generally in the 
right direction and we on this side of the House 
" ·elcomc the proposal. But l would like to 
im·ite the :\ linister 's attention to one point. 
The idea is to encourage the establishment o r· 
new industries . But by so doing, we should 
take care that we do not discourage existing 
local industries, and I wonder how the :\Iinister 
may prevent that. 

According to the pro,·ision made b,· the 
:\•Iinister, a firm which is interes ted in a ne"· 
industry may import, say, cement in a large 
quantity and according to this provision it may 
be able to move the Governor-Genera l in 
Council to ret.und ail the customs duty pat e. on 
the cement imported from abroad. \Veil, if 
that happens, the ultimate price he pays on 
1mported cement may be lower than the 
cement produced locally. Now, if we are not 
:are.ful, by wai~ing this duty we may encourage 
torrtgn mdustnes at the expense of our indus
tries. I would therefore appeal to the Minister 
that if by exercising the rights under this 
particular provision it would be to the prejudice 
of the existing local industries, that right 
should not be exerc1secl at all. 

'\o\\·, the next point is of a genera l nawrc. 
\Ve are gi,·ing more and more po"·e rs to our 
:\ linistcrs, to the . Departments, hut from 
ex perience gathered elsewhere it would he 
necessarv to scru tinise the exercise of these 
powers ~t more regular in tervals than we now 
do in this country. l wou ld therefo re suggest 
that when the Governor-General continues to 
exercise this power, there should he time, as
mentioned by the :\lini stc r. when reports 
should be subm itted to this hon . House so 
that we mav he ab le to look into it and if 
:\Iembcrs h~,-e any questions to pose. thev 
maV have the time tO dn it. [ \\'O! dd think 
thai once a ve01r would be ton fc"· · and that 
takes me to ihe often repea ted request of the 
\Icmbers of this House that the House should 
meet oftener than it docs now. 

l r· the House meets, let us sa,·, three or four 
times in a year. it " ·ill make it p;lssible for us to 
exam ine how our \linistcrs how ,·arious 
Go,·ernment Departments exercise the powers 
that we are now delegating to them. For 
example. this is the Budget Session . :'\•mnalh·. 
another meeting of t:le . House should be hdd 
round about Julv or thereabout to scrutinise 
things, the powers exercised by the Depart
ments. regulations which we like to question, 
and so on. That will on lv be within a period 
of three or four months and tho>e regulations 
will be handv ro r us to examine. H:l\·ing met 
i:l J uh·, it (:' n .. H (QtJ n1LH.:h fo r US tO n1 Ct.:l ~~Jill, 
let us. sav, in Octobt:r, and after that we ;neet 
aga in in. January. '\nw. after Januar,· our 
meeting for the Budt:ct Session should deal 
with nothing but the ll udgt:t. That will 
make it casv for us to fo llow the :\Iinister and 
how he ex-ercises the powers~ "·hich we arc 
now conferring upon him. 

With 
(Cheers). 

these remarks, beg to support . 

Chief T. T. Solaru (ljebu East): I shall 
be very brief, Sir. I am welcoming this Bill 
not from inside knowledge, but it is part of 
our duty to represent interests of which we 
might have first-hand experience. But since 
everybody couldn't come here to speak about 
his particular interest, I, in reading this Bill, 
happened to talk to a businessman and one of 
the things that he complained about was that 
the Government talked about encouraging 
industries but they took great care to mak~ 
the conditions so difficu lt for the businessman 
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to survive. Asking him to make his point 
clear, he spoke about people who engage. m 
some industry which could find markets 1ns1de 
:'\igeria as well as outside it. 

He sa id at the moment we ha,·e to impo rt 
some of our raw materials, at any rate some 
of the raw materia ls which we are going to 
manufacture into goocts which are. in gr eat 
demand in th is country and outs1cle ot 1t. 
\Vhat happens is that the material is taxed and 
bv the time we have manufactured 1t mto a 
finished article, we find the price docs not 
compete fairly with imported goods and the 
time comes when people outs1de our own 
borders \\'ant to get hold of some of those goods 
we come up against the Customs and they 
clamp down on it as somcthmg gomg out of 
the country and the Excise takes its toll. 

If the :\liniste r "·ill assure us that this Bill 
is intended to relieve that kind of distress, 
that people who impor t raw materials to con
,·ert into finished articles \nil benefit from It 
and those who want to export such articles on 
which thev ha,·e paid duty once, and are g111ng 
to export ;t out of the country. will have some 
relief, then this will be very welcome to those 
who up to now have sutTercd. 

As a matter of fac t, Sir, I would say this is 
a ,-erv fo rward looking Bill and I hope that more 
like i.t will follow. 

Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr T. 0. S. Benson (Lagos \Yest): Sir, 
this is a n0n -contcntious and non-explost,·e 
Bill in fact it mo,·cs near the Independence 
:\lo~io n. I therefore move, Sir, that the 
question be now put. 

Mr Speaker : I could not accept that. 
The Minister of Trade and Industry. 

The Minister of Trade and Industry (i.\Ir 
R . .-\. :'\joku): '.lr Speaker. I rise to thank the 
hon. Mr Daldry and others who have spoken 
in support of this Bill. 

Mr Akwiwu raised the question of the diffi
culty of strictly equating the cost of Imported 
goods with that of goods loc~lly manufacture~ ; 
that if there was any necess1ty to err, he sa1d, 
the error should be on the side of goods locally 
manufactured. 

exercise are people who have experience . in 
industrv. They have to do a proper cosung 
and take into consideration the labour co.,-ts, 
etc., and all those factors which have to be taken 
into consideration. They also must leave a 
certa~·amount of room for industries that are 
not as efficient as those overseas that supply us 
"·ith imported goods. So, Sir, I think there is 
no real fear. 

:'\ot only that, these costings are .not done 
ri!!ht in an office ; they are done by mdustnal 
officers in consultation with the mdustnes 
concerned. They just don't sit down in an 
ofiicc and do them, they go out to the mdustn~1s and iind out \\·hat they are domg, ho" muc.l 
material they use, about the labour costs and 
so on, and then work out what should be an 
economic cost of locally produced products. 

'\o"·· the hon. Gentleman went on to talk 
about /a issez -fa ire in regard to our industry and 
commerce here. I don't thmk t~at Mr _·U::nwu 
will maintain that we are pract1smg any of that 
doc:rine "·hen for instance we ha,·e two pieces 
of lc<>is lation which are des igned solei y to 
ensur~ local manufacture and to give it certain 
ad•:antages o,·er imported goods. I thmk 1t IS 
true to sav that these two p1eces of legtsl~tiOn 
should go. to show that we have departed !rom 
thac doctr ine. 

:\s recra rds procedure, he expressed some 
fear; ab~ut some applications going to the 
Go,·e rnor-General in Council and in that long 
chJr.nd wmall fi rms would be . ne~lected o ~ 
i cr no r~d . 1 want to a;sure h1m that tht> 
l~cri;;lation is purposely enacted to encourage 
th~ small firms, the small industries that are 
beincr established by N igerians, because the 
larcre"r ones like the Brewery, or the Cement 
Fa~tory can generally look after themselves. 
It is the little firms that have been started by the 
indicrenous people that we are afraid for, and 
ther~fore we are designing ways and means to 
encourage them until they get on their own feet . 

Chief Akintola spoke about existing indus
tries. That we should try to encourage. n_ew 
industries without discouraging the ex1stmg 
ones. I agree with him ; as a matter of fact 
there is a specific provi~ion. for the encourage
ment of existing industnes gtvmg them a chan7e 
to expand. Even after they have been t!l 
existence for ten years or more.. and the1r 
expansion is considered to be m the best 
i~terests of the country, they will receive the 

I appreciate his point but I ,~·ould like to 
remind him that costmg-that ts, when ~he 
costs for manufactured goods are . bemg 
ascertained-people who are engaged m that 
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same concess ions and the same benefits. That 
I would say is definite proof that we arc out to 
help them to survive. 

The question of reporting to the House, 
whtch I have mentioned before in my speech. 
Actually if there are enough matters to report to 
the House, and it meets more often as an hon . 
:\[ember sugges ted, r.atura lly these reports 11·i ll 
be made. They are genera ll y deli1·ered in the 
form of a Minister making a speech in which he 
g11·es an account of his stewardship of his 
:\[inistry and Department. 

. Chief Solaru mentioned the question of 
tmported goods being taxed on arrival here, 
espec1ally component parts and raw materials 
that are being used in industry. \Ve have been 
aware of this, the Financial Secretary and 
myself, and that is why this has been b~ou.,.ht 
in order to alleviate the hardship caused" to 
people who use imported goods for local 
manu facture. 

. T hen on the other question of re-expor t. 
I t people, after manufacture of imported goods, 
want to re-export as local products, we also 
agree , that . is, the Financia l Secretary and 
myself, that m that case also they should not be 
made to pay duty twice, and Government is in 
agreement with that. .-\s a matter of fact the 
whole of the Customs Law and pertinent issues 
are betng rensed. 

S::-. f .lnl •:c~y s:·J:..::··.l: ~0 ~il !.: f-fOU::il.: .lnJ hon . 
:\[embers . 

Question , That the Bill be read a Second Time 
put and agreed to. ' 

Bill accordingly read a Second Time, and 
commrtted to a Committee of tlze whole House. 

House in Committee. 
Clauses 1-3 agreed to . 
Clause+. 

The ~inister o~ Trad~ and Industry (:\Ir 
R . . -\. :\joku) : Str, I n se to move that in 
Clause +, page 2, line 1 +, the words "or 
services" be left out. 

Amendment proposed. 

C~ief T. T. So1aru (Ijebu East) : l\Ir 
S:ha1rman, may I ask what is the explanation 
tor this amendment ? 

The Minister of Trade and Industry : 

Amendment put and agreed to. 

. The _Mini~ter of Trade and Indu~·try : 
S ~r, I n se to move tha t in Clause +, page 2, 
lt n .. 16, the words "or se rvices" be there 
inserted. 

Amendment proposed. 

Amendment put and agreed to. 

Clause 4 as amended agreed to. 
Clause 5. 

Mr E. C. Akwiwu (Orlu) : :\[r Chairman 
my humble 1·iew about this clause is that i 
feel that the :Vfinister should investigate the 
posstbdtty of, express ing prefe rence for the 
tmportanon or materials that can be used for 
man~facturing goods in this country as against 
the tmportatlon of finished goods. If I may 
usc an dlustrat10n for sometime now I think 
about one or two years ago it was qu ite ob\·ious 
~hat the people of Japan preferred importing 
mto thts country finished singlet materials 
as agamst smglet yarns and to that extent 
they manip ubted duties and p rices. It was 
costing_ 52 pence per pound to gd singlet ya rn 
mto thts country from Japan but +2 pence per 
pound to get smglet cloth woven with the yarn. 
I tht~k thetr tntenuon was made very clear and 
that 1s that they were mteres ted more in export
mg mto thts country cloths that hal'e been 
'.n)\·en :~ s :1 ; ~! ~st CX?Ort ina into this country 
the yarn with which we ca~ weal'e the clo th. 

I fee l that al'enues should be explored fo r 
pursui~ a policy which will make countries 
like that appreciate the point that we are much 
more interested i~ producing the things our
seh-es than 10 havmg them produced and sent 
to us. 

The _r:-rinister of T~ade and Industry (:VIr 
R: A._l'<Joku) : That 1s really the very object 
ot th1s law-to make it easy for people to 
r:t~nufac~ure here and be able to sell at compe
titive pnces. .-\nd even when that happens 
tf the Government is satisfied that overseas 
countries are dumping goods in this country 
s.ellin.g at p~ices lower than the cost of produc
~lOn m their own country then of course there 
IS the other remedy open to us-enacting 
anti-dumping laws. 

The hon. Member will notice that the second 
amendment shows what happened. These 
wo_rd~ were by ~ rror put in the wrong place. 
It IS JUSt a questwn of juxta position. 

Malla?l Sanni .o.' B. Okin (Ilorin North) : 
I would hke the :.VIImster to exp lain the method 
of assessmg the amount to be paid on such an 
article. 
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ChiefS. L. Akin to Ia (Oshun West): I think 
we all agree with the :'. l inistcr that the intention 
of this is to encou rage the local industry but I 
am not happy (and I am sure many :\[embers 
of this hon. House are not happy) at the way 
that we arc execut ing our present policy. W hy 
should singlet be imported into this country at 
all ? Why cannot we be sat isfied with the 
material for the making of these things ? W hy 
should they ha1·e to be imported into the country 
at all ? Why can' t we say : 'We do not wan t 
ready-made shirts to be imported into the 
coun try ; bring the cloth in and let our sewing 
mistresses and t.1ilors ha1·e some share in the 
building up of the industry of the country ?" 

At the momc•H it may be said that shins built 
locally may not be up to the satorial taste of the 
:\I iniste r of Trade and Industr\·, but after all by 
encouraging our tailo rs I am q~i tc sure that the 
standard will be raised. .-\ fter all a lot of the 
shirts being sold by Kingsway Stores are made 
here locally. \\'hy cannot we stop the importa
tion completelY in order that we may encourage 
local industry for that matter ? 

I will go a step further . You ha1·e slippers 
being made wonderfully in dirfercnt parts of the 
country especially from the :\orthern Prol'inces. 
\Vhy do we allow sl ippers to be impo rted into 
this country at al l. \\' hi' cannot we bw the 
importation of slippers nude ab road so as to 
encourage the local inc!ustrv here ' If this law 
does not empower the :\[ inister to impose a ban 
I am expect ing as ea rly as possible an amend
ment which will make it imposs ible for people to 
import such stock into this country. 

The Minister of Trade and Industry : 
The Leader of the Opposit ion has raised some 
interesting points but I think they are outside 
the purview of the present legislation. He may 
very well probably think next of tabl ing a :\lotion 
and having this House debate it. This is :m 
entirely separate issue. 

Clauses 5 to 10 agreed to. 
Bill to be reported. 
Mr Speaker resumed the Chair. 
Bill reported, ruitlzout amendment; read the 

Third Time and passed. 

MOTIONS 
EsTABLISH"-IENT oF PosT OFFICES 

The Minister of Communications and 
Aviation (Dr K. 0 . Mbadiwe) : Mr Speaker, 
I rise to move the Resolution standing in my 
name on the establishment of post offices 

within ::\igeria. The l\[otion call s on this 
Ho!lse to appro1·e the policy proposed by the 
Go1·crnment of the Federation for the establish
ment of post offices within :\igcr ia as se t out 
in Sessional Paper :\o . +of 1957 . 

You will ha,·e noticed, Sir, that there is a 
second :\[otion also standing in my name 
asking the House to appro1·e Go,·ernmcnt' s 
policy on the dc1·e lopment of tdecommunica
tions within ::\igeric1. T hese two forms of 
development which are C3rrieJ out by the 
Posts and T d cgraphs Dep:Jrtmcnt arc in fact 
in many respects inse parable anJ therefore 
some of my openins remarks must inc,·itably 
refer to the second :\lotio n standing in my 
name, though I shall, so fJr as po>Siblc, 
con fine myself to the first :\lotion on post 
offices and after m1· opening rennrks shall , 
of course, deal entirely with this aspect of the 
Department's work and of Go,·ernment's 
policy. 

The factor which controls all dc,·e lopme~ t 
whether posta l or telecommunic3tions, is the 
amount of monev 11·hich th is hon . House hc!S 
b~t:n J. blc to nn~ r·or th~:;-.: pu rpus~.:s . \\" :1:1~ 
e1·er our olans and whate1·er our "·; ;h~s. \\'C 

cannot go 'beyond the financial limit " ·hich the 
House has se t. T he House has appro1·ed the 
expenditure of £12, .:390,000 on the Pos ts and 
T elegraphs Eco nom ic Progrlmme. It is not 
possible to di1·ide that monev out precisd:: 
into wh ,lt i;:; po:>ul, what is td-.::~om: ~1u nic:u i ons . 
and what is offices and quarters, for the whole 
work of the Department is intermingled and 
very often one building will sen·e two purposes. 

l'v!r Speaker : I am sorry to interrupt the 
:VIinister. Under Standing Orders sitting is 
suspended until 3 o'clock. 

Sitting suspended. 

Sitting resumed. 

The Minister of Communications and 
Aviation : Mr Speaker, I will continue from 
where I left off before the break. 

Nel'ertheless, a rough breakdown is possible 
and in round figures the £1 2,900,000 which has 
been allocated has been divided-£6,000,000 
for telecommunications, £ +,000,000 for postal 
development and post offices , and £ 2.9 million 
for quarters, offices, stores, and other non
postal buildings. 

That is the rough breakdown of the money 
which this House has appro1·ed and that it is 
the framework within which the two White 
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Papers and the t\\·o se ts of planning ha1·e been 
fram ed. proportion of the funds a1·ailable can be spent 

on building new post offices o r the conYersion 
of pos tal agencies. I and my ad1·iscrs have 
therefore de1·ised a system which is se t out in 
the Paper and which [ strongly recomme nd to 
the House fo r acceptance. That is the sys tem 
of sub-post offices. The whole matte r is se t 
out in detail in the Pape r but briefly , in order to 
economi se Oll r capital fund s and in o rder to 
gi1·e the country the best Yalue fo r its money, I 
ha1·e accepted the recom mendation of the Posts 
anJ Tclegctphs ' .-\ d ,·iso ry Council to rai se the 
point at which the com·ersion of a pos tal agency 
to a post office 11·ill be cons idered. Honou rable 
:\krnbers "·ill reca ll that the practice \\·as 
form erl y to agree to com·ers ion when the 
agency reached 1 ~.000 units of work per annum . 
Owing to a rather n1o re gene rous rc~a$:;c:;smcnt 
of the uni ts of wo rk, wh ich will materially 
improve the prospects of the Postal Agents, 
2+,000 uni ts on the new calcula tion rep resents 
the same amount of work as 11·as formerlv done 
for 18,000 units. The real point is that at 
2+,000 units. which is the same as the old 
reckoning of 18,000, the postal agency will 
now be cons idered for com·ers ion to a su b-post 
office. The aJ 1·antages of the sub-post office 
SI'Stem are set out in detai l in the Pape r and I do 
n'ot wish to dwell on them too long. The 
sub-post office sys tem will enable the Depart
ment. in co-operation with the Loca l A.u thori 
t ies , to pro1·ide a fu ll range of postal serYices 
fo r the local communitv at a much lower cost 
than that of com·ers ion. to a depa rtmental pos t 
omcc. Hon . \fembcrs will obse rYe from the 
\\'hi te Pape r that, where a pos tal age ncy is 
com·ertcd to a sub-pos t office, the sub-post
maste r, who will ha1·e a much 11·ider range of 
duti es , :.;·ill receiYe ve ry substantially better 
payment for his work and the "·ider range of 
business transac ted should ena ble him to 
increase very greatly the amount of work done 

Having g ive n the House this background 
statement, I must now refe r to Sess ional Paper 
~o. + which is the Statement of the Policv 
p roposed by the G01·ernmcnt of the Federation 
fo r the es tablishment ll f Pos t Otnces within 
:\ige ri a. We ha1·e natur:1ily had g reat d ifficulty 
in framing th is pmgrammc because the demand 
for postal sen ·ices and post otnces is so great 
that we could p rofitabil- and well ha1·c spen t 
at leas t twice the amount which it was poss ible 
to allocate. I ha1·e been faced with honouring 
many old commitments which had been made 
for ·the es tablishment of post o ffi ces and 
promises to com·ert posta l aqcncies into 
departmenta l post offices. fn the light of 
present knowbl ~c many of these promises 
\\'Ould not be made to-C:a1· but so far as [ ha,·e 
been able to disco1·er f~om records, I ha1·e 
honoured the promises nude in this House and 
made direct ly e ither by m:·sclf o r my prede
cessors in regard to the estab lishment of pos t 
offices. \\'h en honoura ble :\[embers read 
this \Vh ite Paper I am su re they wi ll , in e1·ery 
case. wish that ·more could ha1·e been don~ fo r 
them and their constit uen ts, and in many cases 
that something could ha1·e been done for them 
and their constituents. :\f r Speaker, S ir, 
:\kmbers of this House will realise that it is not 
unwillingness to pro1·idc pos t offices in e1·ery 
Di,·ision and in el'ery large town, but ou r 
inability to do so within the funds pro1·ided. 

T o turn to the \\'hi te Paper. The first part 
of the Paper refers to postal agencies and 
exp lains the basis on which they work. the 
standards fo r es tabli shing new postal agencies 
and the services which "·ill be gi1•en by them. 
There is also in Annexure I the revised scale 
of allowances to Postal Agents which will show 
the House that the wishes of honourable 
Members to improve the lot of these Postal 
Agencies has not been lost sight of. 

as measured in units of postal work and this 
again will help him financially. He will also be 
given an allowance which will enable him to 
take on some additional staff. In considering the whole question of post 

offices and postal agencies we hal'e been faced 
by the fact that to conYert a postal agency a 
departmental post office im·olves a heaYy 
additional annual commitment to the Depart
ment's annually recurrent expenses and also 
involves the capital cost of building the post 
office. If money is to be left for the develop
ment of the larger offices, so rti ng offices, air 
mail services and the like, only a limited 

This system follows closely the United 
Kingdom system under which there are a 
limited number of post offices and head post 
offices and a very large number of smaller 
offices working to the larger offices, which 
are known as scale payment offices and which 
are run on just the same system as we propose 
here for our sub-post offices. They give a 
full range of postal services and so far as the 
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man in the st reet is concerned they are post 
offices since he can transact all cl~sses of 
business the re. In the Cnited Kmgdom, 
just as in 1'-iigeria, funds are not a1·atlable to 
conve rt every scale payment office tnto a 
Crown post office. fll#' 

I should no11· like to turn to the para~raphs 
in the White Paper on community selt help 
schemes. The \Vhite Paper is self-explanato~y 

-and I hope that this opportu~ity for commum-
tics to help themselves ll'lll pro,·e popular 
and be widely taken advantage of. 

The paragraphs in the \\'hit e_ Paper on 
departmenta l pos t office constructiOn and on 
general de,·elopment wi ll "·ell repay study and 
[ am confident that the House 11·ill appro,·e the 
p rinciples se t out in them. . 

Thae is one ex tremely inter~sting aspect ot 
the Posts and Telegraphs building programme : 
that is that, " ·ith a vie"· to cuttt ng doll·n costs , 
the Department has been able to el·o ~l·e a 
completelv new type of light stee l-f rame_ 
structure.' The walls of the building constst ot 
concrete slahs, ll·hich are bolted to the steel 
frame and the whole is then rendered so that 
it ha~ exactly the: same appearance as th~ 
traditional type building and mil ha,·e ve ry_ 
much the same length of li fe. T hts type ot 
construction will be very much cheaper than 
any we haYe yet used . 

When the Advisory Council met last year 
thev saw a prototype prefabricated buddmg : 
the . new type of construction LS /ompletel: 
different and Yast ly more sat~actory. .-\. 
prototvpe has been constructed next to the 
post office at Yaba and will be used as a sortmg 

ffice I hope that any }[embers who are 0 

assi~g by will take a look at. it. I shall also 
~sk .the i\:Iembers of the Adnsory Counctl to 
inspect it on Friday. 

Lastly, in Annexures 4 to 6 are se t out the 
actual programmes of work proposed. . These 

grammes ha,·e been very carefully dtscussed 
b~
0 

the Advisory Council and. represent a 
balance between the three . ~egLOns and. the 
Cameroons and both on pohttcal and admm_ts
trative grounds represent the best compromtse 
we have been able to arrive at. In .-\nnexure 4 
. s the construction programme for the year 
~ 956_57 and hon Members will see that all 
these projects are now in an advanc:ed stage 

d in one or two cases are JUSt w~ttmg to be 
~n ened. Annexure 5 shows what ts propos~d 
i: 1957 -5::l and I bt:!ic:ve that the House wtll 

join me in saying that it is an impres~i~= list 
d I can also assure the House that tt 1> t~e 

~aximum we can7,hope to achieve both m 
terms of money and in te_rms of t~e Publtc 
Works Department executtve capactty. The 
last Annexure, N umber. 6, set;; out the work 
which will be done dunng 19::>8-60 when the 
Financial Secretary g ives the assurances that the 
final instalment of the funds requtred ll'lll be 
available. 

Mr Speaker, S ir, I and my departments c~~1 
work marve ls but we cannot wo rk miracle>. 
If the H ouse decides that pos t offices are 
required at other places than those at whJch w~ 
ha,·e indicated in the Whtte P aper, then the 
House must al so decide whtch of the post 
offices alreadv in the various annexures can 
be deleted . .The programme set llut m the 
annexures is the absolute max tmum wh:ch 
can be achieved in the time and_ \\'tth m the 
limit of the funds al·aiLtble. It any other 
names must go in then some of those shown 
must come out. I believe that the :\Iembers 
of this han. H ouse will find that the proposals 
r have put forward are the best that can be 
de,· iscJ with in the limits whtch ha ,·e been set. 

:\fr S;:>eakcr, I beg to move. 

The Minister of Research and Informa
tion (Chief Kolawole Balogun) : Str I beg to 
seco nd. 

Oueslion proposed. 

~hief V. Duro Phillips ( ljebu \\'es t): :\[ r 
Speaker Sir , the White Paper en mled State
ment of the Policy proposed by the Golern
mcnt o f the F ederatio n fa:. the Establtshment 
of post offices within ~tgena, known . as 
Paper No. 4 of 1957, is welcome to thts stde 
of the House. I say Sir, that the Pap_er could 
be described as the char~~r for effictent and 
prompt postal facilities in~ tgena. 

The han. Minister of Communications and 
-\ viation is also to be congratulated for the way 
in which he has been able to_ demonstr~te to 
the Members of this House hts htgh dest r~ to 
satisfy the frequent demands from all sec~J?ns 
of the House for improved postal_ ~acthttes. 
There is no doubt S ir, that the Mtntster. has 
been properly advised by the array of a~v~sers 
he has in his Department, and that the _Mmtster 
has made up his mind not to. :e.st unttl we are 
all satisfied with our postal facilltles. 

It is only my dutv, Sir, that comme_nt should 
be made on some aspects of the Whne Paper, 
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very briefly. In the fir,;t place, Sir, it is noted said, paragraph 12 we nt to answer the demand 
that the Minister proposes to enab le areas of people whe re posta l agencies were exist ing. 
which hitherto were served by posta l agents Now.' S1r, _p_aragraph 25 would go furthe r to 
to ha ,·e tncrcased facilities by raisi ng the prov1de facd1~.cs for people in rura l areas where 
status of these posta l agencies to departmen tal even postal agencies were not in existence. 
sub-pos t offices. Everv time we come to \Vhether postal agencies were there or not, as 
the floor of the H ouse "~e ask for improvement lo_ng as the people could satisfy the conditions 
of postal facd1t1es 10 th~ral areas. I would la1d down unde r paragraph 25, that is the 
say that thi~ is the first provision by the conditio~s under Community Self-help Scheme 
M 1mste r; t~1s pro,·isio n relating to paragraph the M1ruster would be ready to give them their 
12 of the Whtte Paper, has come in ve ry good demand. It is here again, Sir, that I need to 
tune. potnt out to the :\Iinistc r, that se,·eral demands 

The Minister now proposes to lay down under this paragraph for pro,· ision of substan-
certaln condttwns as folio\\·;:- ti al post office faciliti es would be made and it 

1. That suitable persons must be available is expected, Sir, that the :VIinister w~uld be 
ready to answer these demands without delav 

to conduct the business of the sub-post without equivocation. ' ' 
office ; 

2. That local authorities should be able to Sir, it is noted that the :\Iinister has also 
sponsor the postal agent who would th~n be come to the aid o f posta l agent's. In the pas t, 
known as the sub-pos tmaste r, and some other these agents were very poo rly paid, and could 
four condi tio ns. hardly h e on the allowances they received, in 

I wou ld li ke to say, Sir, that by these ,·er,· 
pro,·isions the :\Iinister has ans\\·ered the popu-
lar demand of the people. There is no doubt 
that a lot of our people in rural areas would take 
advantage of these ve ry pro,·isions, particularlv 
111 my own Const ituency. I ha,·e hammered 
on the need for provis ion of Departmen tal sub
post offices 1n abou t seven or eight towns of my 
Constituency. I would now welcome this 
prov1s1on, and thank the :\Iinister fo r it. I 
would go further and assure the :\I inister that 
my people in those se,·en or eia ht to,ms would 
take immediate ad,·antage 0f ~hese pro,·isiot:s. 
They would be able to sponsor. There would 
be pos tmasters . . They would :~ .tble to pro,·ide 
the land on wh1ch the sub-post offices would 
be butlt, and not only that, Sir, they would be 
~ble to offer adequate guarantee as the sponsor
tng authom y, for the effic ien t handling of 
pos tal matters by the sub-postmaster. The 
necessary money would be given and the 
Mm1ster would be satisfied that each of these 
tO\~ns would qualify for the 24,000 annual 
untt. 

It is therefore my duty to warn the M inister 
now, that he should be ready for hundreds of 
demands under this paragraph. Not only 
would demands for these facilities come from 
my own Constituency ; they are very likely to 
come from other Constituencies. 

. Another comment I would like to make, Sir, 
JS on paragraph 25 of the White Paper. As I 

sp1te of the fact that most of them did full
t ime service as postal agents . T he n~w scak; 
enumerated at pages 6 and 7 arc indeed 
commendable. 

The scales we re akir.~ to those received by 
clerks substantially engaged, o rginally engaged, 
by the DepJrtmerlt as postal officers , and I 
am happy, S ir, that the posta l agents who are 
now serving in the Department would at least 
feel satisfied that the :\Iinister has bee n very 
carefu lly concerned with the ir welfa re. 

. There is. however, a sugges tion that r W0uld 
ltke to place here. Where a postal ao-ent is 
raised to the status of a sub-postma~te r, it 
s~ou ld be made clear to the sponso ring autho
nty that they are not the masters of this new 
sub-postmaster, but that the new sub-post
master is directly responsible to · the head 
of the Pos ts. and T elegraphs Department in 
connect•on \nth the execution of his commis
sion. There should be no interference, whatso
ever, from the local people under the claim 
of the fact that t~ey were the people who had 
found h1m ~h~ JOb by recommending him 
to the han. M1mster for appointment. 

~ir, _I also note that a speedy movement of 
mads IS proposed by the hon. Minister. I 
would like again to emphasise the fac t that 
the_re are certain yarts of my constituency 
wh1ch need the assistance of the M inister and 
I am speaking with particular reference t~ the 
Ijebu Waterside. Even up till to-day it takes 
a letter three weeks to get through Lagos to 
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Abigi, the capital of Ijebu Waters ide. \\"hy Daura. I hope the Government wi ll grant this 
that should be, I do not know. The i\Iinister request in order to amid being accused of 
should take it upon himself to carry out an impartiality. · 
i1wcstigation as to how a let ter posted in Lagos I am also remind ing the Government about 
should take three weeks to pass thro ugh my last year's request abou t a post office along 
Ibadan to Ijebu Ode to Epe before it is sub- the K:mkia Trunk A Road at :.VI ile No. 37 
sequently delivered to the addressee at Abigi . between Kano and Katsina. I was su rpri sed to 
If the i\ Iiniste r were to pursue the policy sec that this req uest of mine h a~. not been 
enunciated at page 6 with rega rd to speed:' included in any of .-\ nncxures I to 6. A post 
movement of mai ls, I would comme nd the office along this road is impe rat ive and will be of 
case of the people living in Ijebu \Vaterside immense help to tra\·ellers and traders going 
to his care for investigation and red ress. from Kano to Katsina and ·dce-<:ena. 

!\[r Speaker, th is is indeed a ,·er:· good paper. [ hope that from the p roposals set in the 
It is a paper that has answered ou r prayers, \\"hire Paper, it will soon be time for the 
and for it and 0n behalf of my peopk I ri se to Government to pro ,·ide a pos t office and not a 
thank the hon. :\I in ister. posta l agency for Dutsinma in Katsina Province. 

M . Abdullahi, Magajin Musawa (Kats ina :\Ir Spea::e r, Sir, r believe that with these 
\\"est Centra l) : :\Ir Speaker, Sir , I thank you fe w comme nts added to the White Paper, the 
for the opportunity gi,·en me to say a fe"· Go,·ernment will truly succeed in the objective 
words on this White Paper. .-\s a membe r of it has outl ined in this \\"hi te Paper. 
the Posts and T elc!iraphs .-\d,·isory Board. 
nothing has pleased me mo re than to listen to 
the contributions han. :\[embers have made 
to the debate of this White Paper. I hope 
these contributions will help the :\·Iinister , 
the i\Ii nister of Communications and Avia tion 
and the .-\d,·iso rv Board to formu late this 
and future progra~mes of the P. and T . 

However, Sir, I feel I must joi n my Friends 
in commenti ng on this Whi te Paper whose 
main aim is to extend full postal facil ities to 
more and more people of this country. 

I draw the attention of this House to 
paragraph 29 'l f the \\"hite P.1per. I must 
congratulate the Go,·ernment for having set 
up training programmes fo r J.ts staff. I am 
appealing to the Government not to neglect 
the training of Nigerian telephone operators 
in the essential principle of courtesy. The 
operators in the Northern Region seem to me 
to be the worst behaved type of operators we 
have in this country. They lack respects for 
the taxpayers fro m whose contributions they 
are paid ;· they lack civility and all that goes to 
make for happy relationship between telephone 
users and the Department. It is through these 
set of telephone operators that the P. and T. 
are brought cons tantly in touch with the general 
public. I hope they will be included in the 
Department's training programmes. 

During the vis it of His Excellency the 
Governor-General to Katsina, he heard many 
requests concerning the establishment of 
telephone exchange services for Katsina and 

Si r, I beg to support. 

Rev. E. S. Bens (Brass) : Thank you, :\[r 
Speaker. 

:\Ir Speaker, if one reads through the 
Sessional Pape rs ::\umbers + and 8, I think that 
the proposals that are put forward by· the 
:\Iinister of Communications and .-\viation are 
concrete and , therefore, he desen·es to be 
praised and congratulated. :\I r Speaker. I 
thought these two papers wodd be taken 
together, in order that time mel\. be ~ i , · e n t0 
some other papers. .-\ t any rate I am not 
praying to do that. 

One reason, Sir, why I welcome this Paper is 
that in paragraph 11, sub-clause 3, provision is 
made for telephone call offices as a duty to 
postal agents. I think, Sir, this is very 
remarkable and I believe that now the rural 
areas wi ll have opportunities of getting in touch 
with the urban and township areas, and I am 
asking the Minister to put, I pray, he should 
put this into effect as quickly as possible. Our 
communities in the rural areas are suffering 
ve ry badly and telephone systems to be ~ttached 
in all the agencies, I think, will help to 1mprove 
our contact with the outside world. 

Another section that impresses me, Mr 
Speaker, is this Annexure I, where salary scales 
are proposed in better conditions for postal 
agents. It has been our experience that many 
of the postal agents, I say many, have _not_been 
satisfied with their present pay and I think 1t has 
resulted in embezzlement somehow, so that 
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these proposals will now go l am sure, to check 
:1 ;; rc:1 t dea l the troub le ot' embezzleme nt . 

:\ow, from -the general. Si r, l go to more 
spccitic cases. T he \\"h itc l'apcr has mad e 
g ross omissions. Brass has been badl y omitted . 
l think Yenegoa "·i ll be co nsidered to be 
eligible to meri t a post office. .-\t k:1st Yencgoa 
is very importan t, in my op in ion, in llras.-; 
Di,·ision. lt has a Grammar School, it has an 
hospita l, it is the road te rm in us and then it has 
tradi ng firms and it h,ts oil mills. That is the 
County Counci l headquarters of Brass. l 
think these fac tors do cont ribute to the impor
tance of Yenegoa, and any thing short of a pos t 
office at Yenegoa is something that " ·ill depri\"e 
us of our contact wi th the outside world and I 
say, Sir, that any work th ,H \\·ill be done there 
will not be effecti,·e unless a pos t office is 
situated there with telecomm unica tions fac ilit ies. 

l see that proposals are bei ng made to put 
post offices at Bu rutu and Forcados. These 
are welcomed. But if I remember rightl y, the 
hon. Ezonbodor, who represents \\"cst.: rn !jaw 
Division, has put forward a :\lotion in this 
House and it was carried , last yea r, that pos t 
offi ces should be set up at Patani and at Bomadi . 
T hese places are prde rred to pbces li ke Forca 
dos and Burutu . It is true Forcados is the 
headqnarters, admi nistrati,·ch·, of \\"este rn 
ljctw, bu t then the,· arc remo,·ing to fl•>madi 'md 
nobody can talk e~m· amoun t of story tn pkasc 
us. \\"e know that the no rthern side of \\"es tern 
!jaw, and the northe rn side of Brass Di,·ision, 
the population is dense, and l th ink these arc 
the places th:Jt Go\·crnmt:nt :; hnn!J cnn, it! c: :- i :-1 
putting up pos t otTiccs. .·\ nd I pray he should 
conside r these places. Boma~: and Patani are 
\"e ry important in matte rs of postal sen·ices and 
telecommunications services. 

:\Ir Speaker, another thing that strikes me, 
when you go through the creek areas att<.i .;omc 
of the places on the mainland, is that in matters 
of building of post offices and other telecommu
nications offices, you will find that the type of 
bui ldings, gi,·.:n tu the Creek areas are ve ry 
junior, I say very small; they may be of type I 
in the past . I think this time, Sir, we are bored 
with them. There should be no discrimination 
whatsoever in the distribution of amenities by 
the governments of ::-.;igeria, particularly our 
Federal Government . And I would wish that 
a new attitude should be assumed to approach 
getting up of post offices. The type should be 
improved. 

:\l r Speaker, Sir, another point, Sir, which l 
want to make is th is . At l\Oembe in Brass 
Di,·ision, 1\'C ha,·e a ·new post offi ce but It has 
no telecommu nication offices. .-\t Brass Town, 
whe re the administ rative offi ce rs reside, we 
h:l\·e ano ther pos t office but it is a house, l 
think, bought from l\0.:\.. One room of the 
sma ll house is used as an attachment to the 
ad ministrat i,·c office, then the two remaining 
rooms arc used as post office. I do not thi nk 
this is good , where our D.O.'s and other 
important offi cials of the division are stay ing. 
These types of buildings arc really ve ry, ,·ery 
bad and derogato ry to a place and di ,· ision 
li ke Brass . Brass , Sir, has be.:n at leas t, 
eminent in the pas t and will continu.: to be 
eminent and, :\ l r Speaker, I think Brass has 
been beari ng the torchl ight of civilization in 
);igeria . 

:\ lr Speake r, much has been said and much 
is p ro posed for impro\·ement of telecommuni
cations and pos tal sen·ices on the mainland by 
way of providing mobile post offices. I ha ,·e 
not seen any single mobi le post office in the 
form of a launch in the Creek areas. I t hink 
now the Go1·ernment should put the Creek 
u eas into co nside rat ion. Last year, or in 
1955 , l think the hon. the :\linister of Commu
nications and Aviation told me, perhaps in 
;; . ,,· : :-.c. :.~. Jnd he to ld the hon. House, tha t .1 

special type of radio boxes is being pro1· idcd . 
\\"e arc now waiti ng to see these boxes intro
duced. 

:\l r Speake r, Sir, I beg to support . 

Alhaji Ibrahim Ladan Fari, Sarkin Sul
lubawa (::\orth Katsina): Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I beg to speak on this White Paper which 
states the policy proposed by the Government 
of the Federation for the establishment of 
Post Offices within Nigeria. I am very 
pleased, and 1 hope hon. Members feel the 
same, to note that this our able Government 
recognises the need for the extension of full 
postal facilities to more and more people. We 
are told that the proposal or scheme involves 
the bridging of the gap between postal agencies 
and departmental post offices by a new type of 
office to be called a sub-post office, or a rural 
post offi ce. It is in the hope that the Govern
ment may succeed in this objective that I fee l 
it my duty to make a few comments. 

I will also, Sir, seize the opportunity thus 
offered me to register my appreciation of the 
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unblemished activities of the Ministe r of 
Commu nications and Aviation and his Mi~stry. 
I believe it is the duty of every legislat.:rr in 
this House to give praise to where it is dese rved 
and to criticise constructively. 

li'ie Pos ts and Telegraphs Department has 
made remarkable achievements in recent 
years, both in the establishment of many 
post offi ces to meet the wishes of Members of 
this House and in its improved services. 
.-\nd by his definition of something be ing 
progressive , I hope the Leader of the Opposi
t ion will agree with me that the Posts and 
T elegraphs Department is really progressive . 
.-\nd in praising the Government fo r th is 
achinement \\"C must not forge t the one man 
who has made this progress possible, Dr the 
hon. K. 0. Mbadiwe, the Minister of Commu
nications and Aviation. All :\!embers will 
agree that he has satisfied all sections of this 
country. This is not an easy task, and there is 
no doubt that he has always pro \"ed his abili ty 
as a :\Iinister of State. He has pro,·ed that a 
:.Vlinister of State can be above tribal prejudices, 
abo\·e regionalism and even abo\"e politics. 
(Applause). 

This \Vhite Paper before us to-day is ano the r 
proof of his desire and that of his :\linist ry to 
serve all sections of the community. 

No one can fail to agree that Savings Bank 
facili ties are of great importance to rural areas, 
especially " ·hen it is rea lised that many ru ra l 
areas have few or no commercial banking 
houses at all. It is for this reason that I 
disagnw,. with item + o f p~ragraph 11, n amely 
that one cf the conc!ltlons tor the establ!sb mcn: 
of sa1·ings banks at postal agencies must 
be that the agency is in a progressive area. 
How can one tell if any area is progressive or 
not ? This item is a bit too vague and needs 
either amplification or deletion. After all, 
e:·ery area in :\igeria to -day claims to be progres
SIVe. 

I welcome the scheme proposed in the 
White Paper for the training and remuneration 
of sub-office postmasters. I believe the scheme 
will ensure efficiency and honesty now lacking 
amongst postal agencies. 

I also welcome the assurance that the 
conversion points of postal agency to a sub
post office, or sub-post office to departmental 
post office, will not be too rigid . In which 
case the high units of business transacted per 
annum by postal agency will not be too rigidly 
applied. 

The Government should not also forge t or 
fail to improve equally the quick transm ission 
of internal letters. Internal let ters in the 
country to-day, whether they are carried by air, 
ra il, road or water, continue to take more days 
than can reasonably be expected. I n fac t, some 
letters e\·en take o1·er a week to ge t to thei r 
des tina tion. I, therefore, welcome the expan
sion of the means of transport proposed in 
paragraph 29. The same applies to the 
despatch of telegrams. T here must be clear 
distinction by Post Office sta ff between tele
grams and le tters. 

On e more point Sir. I am surprised to 
note that none of the paragraphs from I to 6 
makes p ro,·ision for Postal .-\gencies at J ib iya, 
a town along the French border. It is also 
ar1 impo r'tant trading town on the interna tional 
road which runs from Kano through to French 
territo ry. I believe that a Postal Agency will 
be of tcono mic importance, not only to these 
trade rs but also to the country as a whole. 

:vir Speaker, Sir, with these few comments 
I _support the White Paper. -

1\lr J. G. Adeniran (lbadan West): :\lr 
Speaker, Sir, while I support this \\'hite 
Paper, I wish to call the atten tion of the 
:\linister of Communications and Aviation to 
paragraph 2, about the di tference between 
the Postell .-\gencies and the Pos t Offices. l 
ha1·e ;aid , Sir, that in my Constitucnc,·, ·s~ 
ha,·e aprJ lied for a sub-Post Office and it has 
not been gi, ·en to us. I am convinced again, 
Sir, about the inspection of t hese Posta l 
.-\ O'cn ...: :::::;, ~o that the.;\' rnav b ~.: ...:un\ · c..;rt~.:~.i tu 
su"b-Pos t Offices. As. it s; ys in th is \\"hite 
Paper, Sir, I think the :\linister of Communi
cations and Aviation will take note and make 
the necessarv alterations to see that the Postal 
Agencies in these towns are inspected and that 
they are recommended for ouo-Puot Ciii.:co. 
We know very well that Post Offices are not 
built for pleasure, but for postal facilities. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, turning to paragraph I I, 
I percei1·e the duties of the Postal Agencies
!. sa le of stamps and postal orders and sale of 
\"Ouchers but, Sir, I beg to bring to the notice 
of the hon. Minister of Communications and 
Aviation that in my Constituency, the sale 
of paludrine and mepacrine is still going on 
in Postal Agencies. I do not know why 
all this should be carried on in these Agencies. 
(A n lzmz. M ember : Because of Malaria) . 
I do not know why the Government, with all 
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these chemists and druggists, · should~ncour
age the sale of this paludrine and m•pacrine 
in Postal Agencies. Instead ?f se lling all 
~.nse tablets, they can sell ltcence plates. 
(in terruption) . They do not go together at 
all , Sir. 

Sir , it is a l~o stated in paragraph 2 that 
priority would be given to the Departmental 
Offices at Administrati ve Headquarters. I 
have been to the Minister of Communica tions 
and Aviation on behalf of my people, that we 
want a sub-Post Office in the division . 

Mr S. J. Mariere (urhobo East): ~[r 
Speaker, Sir, a statement of policy proposed 
by the Government of the Federation fo r the 
establ ishment of Post Offices within l\igeria, 
as contained in the Sessional Paper No. + of 
1957, does not, in my view, fall short of what 
can be expected from our :\[inistcr, with a 
progressive outlook such as the hon. the 
~[i nister of Communications and Aviation. 
(Hear, hear). \Vhen some of us, or all of us , 
in this hon. House, give praise to the hon. the• 
i\Iinister of Communications and A'•iation for 
the energetic way in which he applied himself 
in dealing with the matters which come under 
his portfolio, we do so because of the results 
of the work that we see. (Hear, hear). I wtll 
not be doing good justice to my feelings if I do 
not express the appreciation of my people fo r 
the visit paid by the iVIinister to my Constt· 
tuencv. I also wish to thank him for the 
cc.~tpletion of the Post Office building at 
Araka, the opening of which we look forward 
to at no distant date. 

The Ministry of Communications and 
Aviation is one of the few Ministries of the 
Federal Government, whose activities spread 
to all parts, either in a big way or in a small 
way. The White Paper on the policy proposed 
has gone all out to justify this claim. It has 
laid down in clear words the standards fo r 
establishing Postal Agencies, the standar.d: for 
establishing sub-Post Offices and the condmons 
for the establishing of the Departmental Post 
Offices. Lack of knowledge of these standards 
and conditions, Mr Speaker, has evoked a 
series of questions by hon. Members .from the 
under-developed areas. One strikmg and 
interesting point is the assurance given by. the 
Minister that the standards and condmons 
laid down are not hard and fast rules. The 
iVIinister made it quite clear that the standards 
and conditions for conversion points, will be 

kept under constant review and will be 
modified, if necessary, in the ligh t of experience. 

Sir, looking at the White Paper, the Post 
Office con~truction proposed for commence
ment during 1957-53, no Posta l .-\ gcncy in 
the Delta Province was considered worthy for 
inclusion in the list of Post Offices proposed 
for construction for 1957-SS , nor do you find 
any on the li st for 1958-60. Th is omission 
is as amJZing as it is regrettable, when you 
think of the old Posta l .\ gency at Ole. Ole 
is the district headquarters of th is Dist rict 
Council, an area comprising ce rtain large pbnts. 
In this area, Sir, we ha,·c many imti tutions of 
learning, owned by voluntary agencies , T ea
chers, Training Centres, Grammar School, 
etc., etc., and some of these institut ions run 
from various parts of the country. They 
definitclv require good postal facil ities , and 
many sO"ns and daughters fro m this area, who 
li ,·e ab road, and who wi~h to keep in constant 
touch with their people at home, ca ll fo r 
better facilities than the ::xisting provis ions. 

For goodness sake, we want our ~[i ni s tcr to 
make us feel that we arc part and parcel of this 
Federation when distributing postal facilities 
because that is the only thing \\·e in the Delta 
Pro ,·ince. particularly tho~e in the hinterland. 
come in for :mention from the Federal Go,·e rn
mcnt. \\"c do not come in for a ~ i ng l e mile 
of Trunk :\. road, so that when the Federal 
Government talks of spending £3,500 for 
tarring a mile of Trunk .\ road we just fold our 
arms and merck look '1 !1 . T ·J cu!e otf the 
Postal .-\gency at· Ole in C rhobo Divisio_n from 
being provided for in Sessional Paper ::-.J o. + of 
1957, is grossly unfair to this part of the Federa
tion. I am appealing to the hon. the i\Iinister 
of Communications and Aviation to include 
just only one, the Postal Agency at Ole, for 
conversion to a sub-Post Office or departmental 
post office during 1958-60 scheme on 
Annexure 6. 

The most striking point in the White Paper 
is paragraph 29, page 6, about the training qf 
staff. Here, Sir, with your permission, I 
would like to read :-

"Comprehensive training schemes on the 
most modem lines have been set up for both 
supervisory and rank and file staff. More 
than fifty per cent of the postal supervisory 
staff have passed through the training course. 
Courses have been established for officers of 
the controlling and head postmaster grades. 
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All these courses will be continued and Mr J. Mbayam (:'ikambe): i\Ir Speaker, 
expanded throughout the coming year, and - Sir, · I rise to suppo rt the motion, although 
initial training and refresher courses wi ll be 0kambe and Wum Divisions have been 
a permanent feature of the postal organisa- knocked out of the picture by the high standard 
tion." of units required for the conversion of a ~.tal 

This is \Try important, Sir. Xo useful purpose Agency to a Depar tmental Post Office. Slow 
will ha,·e been sen·eJ if after encouraging n;atl se rnces are the cause of the l~w units at 
people to build bv · commun itv efforts Pos ts l\ kambe <.-nd \Vum Postal Agencies. I am 
Offices, there are · no staff to· run them. I asking the :\Iinistcr of Commun ications and 
congratulate the ~[inister for his foresight m Asi~tion to see to it :hat a mail van is pro,·idcd 
this co nnection. - If posstble two mat! vans should be provided 

~Ir Speaker, I sup ort the \\"hitc Pa er. -to collc:t and distribute mails along :he ring 
P p road to :\kambe, Banso and \Vum Dms10ns. 

M. Hass an Zuru (Kontagora): ~\[r Speaker, Regula r mail se rvices will surely increase the 
Sir, I rise to support the \\"hitc P.tpcr. It is a unit's of business transaction. \Vith the p resent 
\\"hitc Paper, Si r, which pulls the mind of a poo r services, we are not hoping to get any 
man. But, ~Ir Speaker, Sir, I ,,·ant to take Post Office at 0."kambe and Wum Di,·isions. 
this opportunitY to assure the ~[ i n istcr, Si r, Bamenda is ,·erv far off from ;'\kambe and 
that this is a promise from him. I saw in the \\"urn Di,·isions. ·::--:kambe is 110 miles from 
\\"hite Paper that in the Post Office construe- Bamenda. The Departmen t is depending 
tion proposed for commence:ncnt during only on the Prison Department. There is a 
1957-l 'JS S, Kontagora and Zuru are included. Prison Department ,·an which is the only van 
~[r Speaker, Sir, officials of this Department which is helping in collecting mails from 
visit this place seve ral times promising the Bamenda and to distribute them to Nkambe 
people that Post Otnc~s wi ll be bu ilt for them, and \Vum Divisions. This svs tem is verv, 
but nothing has been done. But this is the ,·cry poor. I don't think it "is good for ·a 
e\·idencc, Sir, which I am going to take to my Department like the Posts and Telegraphs 
people, Sir, telling them that this is a promise Department to be a parasite to the Prisons 
from the ~[ i nis r ~r hi mself that this post office Department. .-\s I ha,·e seen no possibility 
construction will start here during 1 ')57 -1 958, of Xkambe Di\"ision gett ing a Post Office, I 
th . 1 ~ . ... ~ · · :~""::: n-:- x: , .,:!:t r. think d-..~ ).I: nister \\·ill '!~C h:.! ':f'Jf)d 0t1lces ~o 

Th.: pcopk of these two are:1s arc fed up wi th pro,·i,!c :\kambc and \\"urn Di,·isions wi th 
this Department. There arc no Post Offices in two mall vans. 
mam· places and no mail transaction, Sir. .-\gain, Sir, I ha\·e noticed that priority will 
'1' i1c i'usr U1iic-.: ·.\ i ti ~h i3 .tt Kun::1g0:·a, :3i r, is be gi\·en to the establishnlC :H of Dcp;.uttnen~1'i 
four mi les a\\·a\· !ro m town. The Post Office Post Offices at administrati,·e headquarters. 
w~-:l built att~ched to the District Office. I t is The priority of Nkambe and Wum Divisions as 
very hard for a man who has no transport for administrative headquarters has been com
himsel t to go to the Post Office and do his pletely left out of the policy proposed by the 
business. .-\ site was chosen long ago and the Federal Government. \Yhat is priority, if 
place was surveyed and yet a new Post Office Nkambe and Wum Divisions are not entitled 
should have been built at Kontagora many to Post Offices because of the low units of 
years ago but no sign of it. Totally, there is business transacted ? I think they are entitled 
no Post Office in Zuru. It is only a temporary because they are the administrative head
building borrowed from the Native Authority quarters of the two Divisions. The Minister 
which was being used many years ago. This should say something about this. 
Department promised to build a Post Office, a i\Ir Speaker, we have said a lot about this 
site was only chosen and the place was surveyed and at nearly every sitting of this House we 
and nothing has been done too. have pointed out to the Minister what is 

But I am going to take this \\"hite Paper to required in the Southern Cameroons in the 
the people of both these towns, telling them that way of postal facilities. There are no regular 
this is an assurance now from the i\Iinister mail services between Victoria and Bamenda, 
himself that these Post Offices are going to be and when the mails do arrive from Victoria 
built. This is what I rise up now to-day, Sir, they lie for weeks and months very often 
to assure the Minister. before they are delivered. 
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This is really a big loss to the i\"kambe and 
Wum Di•:isions. For instance , teachers have 
compbi ncd a good dea l because a lot of their 
parcels either nc,·er arrive , or arri ;·e late. 
The books which thev ha,·e ordered from 
England take a long ti~c to be del ivered to 
them, and sometimes they ne,·er reach them 
at all. There are. people who arc t ry ing to 
undertake correspondence courses by mail, 
but the only peo ple who benefit from this 
sen·ice are the people who live near and round 
about the main Post Office at llamenda, but 
.he people li,·ing 11 0 miles away do not enjov 
this serv ice at all. · · 

:\Ir Speaker, I will not waste the time of this 
House. In anv case I think the ;\[inister has 
taken not ice o.f what has been said, and all 
t hat is left for me is to pray him to remedy 
this situation. 

Mr. Speaker : ;\lay I just say one thing. 
I not:ce that some :Vlcmbers ha,·ing made 
their speeches tend to go out of the Chamber. 
It is not right to do that ; you ought to stay 
and listen and I hope i\·Iembers will stav, 
particularly to-day to help to keep up the 
quorum . 

Mr S. F. Nwika (Ogoni): Mr Speaker, 
I nsc to support this \\"hite Paper for the 
pro,·i ; ion of pn,t:d facilities to various narts of 
the CUl;iary . i t uin~ w;;: rnust h.:~r n - to l7 i 1;t;: 

praise when it is due. I am therciore con~ra
tubting the hon. :\li nister on what he has been 
able . to achieve so far in this country in the 
proviSlon of postal facilities. I want to 
C':' 1vey to him the special thanks of my con
stituency for the Post Office that has just been 
completed there and which will soon be 
opened. It is something for which we are 
gratefu_l and for which we have been longing 
for qutte a long time. Now that it has been 
granted to us, l feel that I should extend our 
thanks to the hon. Minister. 

.-\t this >tage of our developmen t we cannot 
over_-emphasize the importance of postal 
factltttes . We cannot do without communica
ting ~v.ith other parts of the country so that the 
prov1s10~ of po~tal facilities in all parts of the 
country 1s very tmportant. In this connection 
Sir, I am asking the hon. Minister to kindly 
do more for ns in Oe-oni Division than he has 
done. s_o iar. I notice in thi:; White Paper that 
provtston has not been made for the establish-

ment of post offices and pos tal agencies in my 
Division . In Annexure 5, proposals for 1957-
58 there has been no fresh provision for my 
constituency. Now we have five clans in m y 
Divi:; ion , and we have only one Departmental 
Post Office, that just completed. fill· 

We have another Posta l Agency in one of 
the clan~. but the other four have no postal 
facilities whatsoc,·e r. Now paragraph 10, 
sub-paragraphs ( I) and (2) read as follows : 
(!) There must be a minimum of 120 items 
of mail delive red per week in the area to be 
served : (2) In rural areas, the nearest Postal 
Agency, Sub-Post Office, or Post Office should 
be at least five miles away. Now, Sir, it is 
this latter point with which I want to deal. 
As I have just mentioned we have only one 
Departmental Pos t Office in the .-\dminist r:l
ti ve Headquarters in my Division, and one 
of the five clans, has a Postal A"cncy. The 
other four clans are about ten mile"'s away from 
the Admin istrative Headquarters and. it is 
difficult for people to come into the centre 
to transact their posta l business. I am 
appealing to the hon. Minister therefore to 
provide more postal agencies in this area. 

I quite agree, S ir, with the hon . Duro 
Phillips when he mentioned that the provisio n 
under paragraph 25 is going to mean more 
demands on the :\Iinistry for the provision of 
more Pos t Offices . because with the offe r of 
£500 :~:.1) :'..: L!-.:ITI.ln.is ·,•;;ll b~ n1:1d1! on the 
l\Iinistry for the prO\·ision of more Post 
Offices. By communi ty labour people will be 
able to build more Post Offices and they ~· ill 
find it very easy by using the £500 that the 
Government is uo incr to aive them to build 
more Post Offic~s . "'Ther~fore he should be 
prepared to recei,·e more demands from the 
people. 

I support this White Paper wholeheartedly 
and thank the hon. Minister for what he has 
done and pray him to come to our aid to give 
us more postal facilities in the future. 

Sir, I beg to support. 

Chief S. L. Akintola (Oshun West): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, a point of order. I would crave 
your indulgence, Sir, that since this Motion 
and the next one are closely allied we should 
stop here and let the Minister move the next 
one. 

If Members want to m~ke further references 
to Post Offices they can make them during the 
<' '!Xt debate. 
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l'v1r Speaker : I was just go ing to call the 
Minister. ! .. th ink it is for him to choose 
whether he ,\,ishes to tu rn irom this one to the 
next, bu t it is not the next one on the Order 
Paper, there is one intervening. Tht: :\Iinistcr 
of Communications and .-\,·iat ion. 

The Minister of Communications and 
Aviation (Dr the hon. K. 0 . i\lbadiwe): I 
have li:;tcned most attentivelv to the observa
tions which have been made" b,· :\!embers on 
the statement of policy on tn~ c:;tabl ishment 
of Post Offices by the Government. I am 
grateful to :.V1cmbers for statements of appre
ciation which have been made about the 
:\linistrv, and I will immediately transfer 
these st:itements to the members of my :\linistry 
and Department, who \\·ork -day arid night to 
carry out your wishes. If they arc not ener
getic and able I can dream dreams and see 
visions, but somebody must ha,·c to reduce 
those visions and dreams into a practical 
realisation . (.~pp!twse) . 

I ha,·e noted the observation by Chief Duro 
Phillips about the ci~lay of letters. He took 
as an example the Ijebu \\·,uers ide and I am 
su re it applies to many othe r areas . \re 
recognise the need for people to ge t thetr 
letters on time and that is whv we have made a 
statement concerning it · in the \Vhite 
Paper. That is a problem \\·e ha,·c and we 
know ·.•:c fJ.ce it and \\'C :1~e trying steadily 
how we can improve the situation. 

We ha,·e succeeded in cutting the dday in 
places along motor trunk routes between here 
and, say, llenin, Asaba and so on, becaus~ we 
have found some system of transport htghly 
organised that will soh·e that. llut we are 
also constantly seeking how we ~an reduce 
this delay because I am aware that m England 
when you post a letter to any place in London 
at least within twcmy-four hours that le tter 
will reach its destination and that is an ideal 
we have to copy in this country. But you 
will realise the technical difficulties. Once we 
know that such a problem exi:;ts and we bend 
our efforts to achieving it we will find a way 
some day. 

r\ :\orthern Member made an observation 
about telephone operators. He was speaking 
specifically on the area which he came from and 
said he encountered very bad operators who 
are suil ruLit: in gl\ iug pu0~~~ ;)\,;t .. ~ \..~..:~ . : \\ ~u ll 
to say this that once in a wb..i.le I also come 

across such operators. .-\bout the 12th or 13 th 
February of this year at .-\bakaliki I had 
occasion to usc the telephone and I think thc~c 
were two operators there. The most junior 
person was ,·c ry curt in the way he answcreJ 
the telephone. I do not take up the telephone 
and say lam the :\linister of Communications. 
I like to be a member of the public and just 
watch how my people \\WC getting along. I 
saw that th is chap W:J.S n'lt ,·cry well bch:l\·ed 
in the answering of the telephones. I took 
the opportunity to inform the next person 
to him that we have made a statement to the 
public about courtesy :1:10 I would w:mt to 
see that that courtesy is c.1 rried out. 

I am also sugges ting that senior members of 
the Po:;ts anJ Tdc((raphs-men in the street 
suninc; from the Director on-should from 
time to time take up the telephone without 
saying who they arc to see whether this thing is 
workina. I wou!J sa,· that where a person is 
found ~ bc rude to t h~ public, and I am saying 
this for the benefit of those who have to adminis-

-ter this policy, that I tak~ a very serious view 
about it and those " ·ho do not want to retain 
their jobs th rough rudeness should be made to 
'1uit the ir jobs. (.~pplau;e). I am making it 
as a public statement. It is very annoying 
for people who work day and night to take up 
the tdephone and instead of hearing a good 
help ing ,·oice they he:J.r just an uncultured 
voice . It is not don~ in England and Wt! must 
try to preserve a certain standard. I am making 
it for the benefit oi those who ha,·e to administer 
these things. .-\nd you also who arc the watch
Jogs if you sec some of these things please do 
not hesitate to bring them to our attention. 
.-\t the same time in bri~;ing it to our ar.-,..nion 
be sympathetic. T hose you can o\·erlook those 
you can report to the higher man, do not tak.: 
them up unless you are compelled to and once 
it gets to the proper quarter attention will be 
given to it. 
~ow to the question of the Ri\·crs. \Vhether 

we make provision for post office to be _built at 
Yenegoa or any other point in the R1vers, I 
cannot hold that promise to you. But I am 
stating now that I do not like cures by piece
meal methods. Any cure must come as a 
result of an efficient. diagnosis. I may not be 
in a position to make a tour of the Rivers bc:>th 
on the Western side and on the Eastern stele 
but I have called the attention of the Director of 
L\J;)~ . .uH.! T..:: !.: "':"~ .:_r,!" • .,; ~:._: :-. ..; .;~: ::: ·...:. ! :! ~ ! -.: ~.., . ... .... 
with another ~ember of my Ministry, since it 
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is a tcc~, ·nica l question, to to ur the Ri 1·er>. We 
will prov ide a go,lC!lunch and all fJcili t ies for an 
in,;pect ion ~ur and then report as :1 techuical 
man what is• tacki ng. From there we can know 
what to do. 

The question of Orieh in Isoko D is trict. At 
present the unit of work done there is about 
13,000. There is an assurance which I can 
give. Perhaps when it was 13,000 was a !on<> 
time ago. Let the Department sec what th~ 
unit of work is at the present time. 

I come to the Cameroons . I am answering 
this not because Mr :\Iukctc is here but I will 
say what I feel on this subject. I have 
examined this problem which has come up 
even in the way o f a :\lotion. It is unfortunate 
that we shall be unable to d~bate thi s :\lo tion 
before this H ous<: will adjcurn sine die. But I 
do say that about the ~genc ies on you r ring 
road containing the six towns the M ember 
mentioned we arc planning to ar r:mge a weekly 
mail service for all these towns on the ring 
road by Co-operative Society cont r:Ict. I " ·ill 
ha1·e to make this qualificat ion. T he agenc ies 
will be asked to contribute no matter how 
little to the cost, because it is not the policy of 
the Government to p ro1·ide transpo rt between 
one postal agency and another or between a 
postal agency and the departmental post offi ce, 
because if we undertake to do that there arc 
many postal agencies which we open and will 
undertake to open in order to facilitate com 
municatio n e1·en though \\·e are no t in a position 
to r:1akc it a dcp 1rtmcntal post office. T here 
arc so many hund reds of tho usands of them and 
if we s:ty we will p ro,·ide transport for mail 
serv ices between them and the depa rtmental 
post office we will be broke and the Financial 
Secretary will never support such a proposal. 
But for this very special case we will do it by 
Co-operative method in which you wi ll con
tribute very little everything being cons idered. 

I think, Mr Speaker, that I have exhausted 
all the points raised and I can say that though I 
am not in a position to satisfy everyone it is 
the duty of this Legislature to begin wi th this 
White Paper just as a beginning and from this 
step we will review things and we may have a 
windfall somehow and I hope that with that 
windfall we will come to review and see what 
can be added. But what \!embers have given 
me now in the way of provision is what I have 
offered them. 

The Minister of Social Services (:\lr 
Aja Nw:1chuku) rose in his place and claimed 
to move, That the Question be now put. 

Question, That tlze Question be 11 0"-' put, put 
and agreed l fJ. 

Question put accordingly and agreed to. 

Reso[;;ed, That this House ap proves the 
pvlicy proposed by the Governmen t of the 
Federation for the establi shment of Pos t 
O ffices withi n \'ige ria as set out in Scssio na! 
Paper \'o. +of 1957. 

Sitting suspended. 

Sitting resumed. 

FEDER.\ L FISHE RIES SERI'ICE 

The Minister of Research and Infor
mation (Chid Kolawole Ba lo~un ) : :\[ r 
Spc:tker S ir, I ri se to mo,·e :\lotion \'o. 5 on 
the O rder Paper: ' 'That this House ap pro1·es 
the poli cy set out in the White Paper on the 
Federal Fisheries Scn ·ice. " 

I know that the House will 1\·ckome th is 
··s tatement of the Go1·ernment 's po li cy and the 
proposals which it contains for the expansion of 
the F edcral Fisheries Service. I should, 
indeed, have liked to bring these pro posals to 
the House sooner, but we have been held up by 
the uncertaintv which has existed :!S to the 
future of the \Yes t African fi sheries Rcsc3 rch 
Inst itute, esublishcd at Kissv in S ierra Leone 
in l <)51. · 

T his Go,·ernmcnt and the Go,·c~n::lCnt o r· 
the Gold Coas t had not been at all h;;ppy about 
the results obtained from the Institute. to the 
cos t of which ::\'igc ria was , of cou rse, mak :...1g a 
substantial contribution (£ l +,000-£15 .1)00 per 
annum on the a1·c rage) and e1·entually, in 
June last yea r, a ;\fission was sent out to \Vest 
Africa by the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
"to study local fisheries and to make recommen
dations about the scope of future fisheries 
research." 

The Mission came to the regretful conclusion 
that , in the circumstances, it would be best to 
wind the Institute up, and the West .-\frican 
Governments have now agreed that this should 
be done-winding up is now in fact, in 
progress. This does not mean, however, the 
end of co-operation in West Africa with 
respect to fisheries research ; As before we shall 
make avai lable to the other Governments the 
results of our work in N igeria, and we shall 
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rece i1·e in exchange the results of the work done 
in other territories. 

T he winding up of the Institute however 
docs mc:m that add itional responsibilit ies will 
be imposed on the F ederal Fisheries Sen •ice, 
s ince that Department must now undertake 
resea rch work which the Institute might 
hitherto have been expected to do. 

Hon. i\ I embers will have sttcdied the propo
sals in the White Paper and I shall not waste 
their ti me by repeating those proposals in 
detail now. I know very well that what the 
House wants and what the publ ic wants is more 
fish . Well, all our proposals, directly and 
indirectly, are aimed at that goal, but :\[embers 
will hardly need warning that fi sheries research, 
like other kinds of research, cannot produce 
results overnight. \Vhat we want to disco1·er 
is, firstly, where and when the fis h are to be 
found. and secondlv, what is the most effic ient 
way of catching them. The F ishe ries Research 
Sen·ice has been working on these problems for 
quite some time now, and has achieved 1·aluable 
resu lts; in particular the introduction of new 
types of net along our coasts has greatly 
increased catches, and in this respect, I want to 
advise han . :VIembers when they do come to 
Lagos again, that they should visit the Fisheries 
Research Station at the Victoria Beach, and 
they will see the nature of the work that is going 
on there. Then those people who live in the 
Eastern Region can go to Opobo, near the boat 
vard. \V e ha1·e a Fisheries Research S tat io n 
there, and thev can see what nature of work is 
being Cunl: :ht!.re. 

An han. Member : What about Brass ? 

The Minister of Research and Informa
tion : \\'" are coming to Brass very soon, but 
we ha,·e to go step by step. T he value of the 
increase to the fisherman has been estimated at 
£300,000 a year. But the Department has 
been handicapped by lack of funds and equip
ment. Once they have the ships and the nicn 
they can start collecting the essential basic 
information, without which they are like a blind 
man trying to catch fish with his bare hands. 

An han. Member : That will be a great day. 

The Minister of Research and Informa
tion : Oh that day is coming very soon. As 
a matter of fact we would have been near that 
day now, but for the fact that we had some time 
lag due to our connection with the West 
African Institute, and now that we have broken 

away from them it should be easier for us to 
march forward in this country. 

The collection of info rmation will inevitably 
take a long time, since firm conclusions can only 
be based on research ove r many seasons, but I 
am sure it .,.;u be found here, as it has been 
found in other countries , to be well worth it in 
the long run. 

I ha1·e been speaking mainly with sea fisheries 
in mind. But we are also, of course, concern
ing ourselves with inland fisheries in rivers and 
lagoons and with the breeding of fish in ponds 
and rese rvo irs. I am part iculary anxious 
tha t the work which has been <tarted under the 
auspices of the West .-\frican Fisheries Research 
Institu te at Birnin Kebbi in Sokoto Province, 
should be continued, as it may prove of great 
value throughout the \'orthern Region; and 
the taking over of the station at Birnin Kebbi 
is even now under discuss ion both with the 
Secretary of State for the C J lonies and the 
Northern Regional Go1·ernment. 

The Federa l Fisheries :Sen·ice is, of course, 
pnmarily concerned " ·ith research. It is 
their job to find the answers and to pass the 
information on to the Regional Go vernments 
with whom the responsibili ty for pnctical 
application lies. I am happv to say that 
there is the closest co-oper3tion between the 
Chief Fisheries O fficer and the Regional 
Fishe ri ~s Officers, and the wo rk of the Federal 
and r;·cg ional Depanm~ nts is co-ordinar~d 
th ro ugh the T echnical Comm ittee of the 
Council of :\'atural Resou rces. • 

Lagos, is of course, in a spe.:!al pos iti <: n and 
it may be found des irable i'o r the Federal 
Fisheries Service to assume sorn~ respon; ibility 
for development work in L tgos inste1d of 
simply for research. This will be worked 
out in detail with the authoriti es concerned. 

It will also he necess:1rv to r.o -ordi mtc our 
policies with other Mini.strie:;, for ex3mple, 
the Ministry of Trade and I~t .:iustry, srnce I 
do not thirik it would be ol ·· :~ optimi<tic to 
contemplate the possibility of a peri?dical 
surplus of fish arising from the introd.uctton of 
improved fishing methods, and t~ts would 
raise questions of storage and processmg. 

Finally. we must give some thought to the 
prevention of over-fishing. I-knourable i\·Icm
bers mav think that here I am hemg more 
optimistic still , but experience elsewhere has 
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shown the~t ove r-fishing can be a Vt' ry real 
cbngcr indeed. In the United Kingdom, for 
example, a nc\\" ·type of tr.nvling gc:1r was 
introduced \\·hich, although it cost more 
money, pleased the fi sherman very much 
because it caught more fi sh- to s tart wi th. 
But, after a few seasons, the fi shermen found 
that their catches were decreasing until they 
reached the poin t where, despi te- more expen
sive equipment, they were catching no more 
fish than they had done before its introduction. 
Had there been controlled fishing the catch 
would ha,·e gone up and up and would ha,·e 
stayed there. This is an example of the 
problems which will he~ve to be watched 
carefully when new fishing methods arc 
introduced. 

T he \'>hi te Pape r now before the House sets 
out the general lines along which it is proposed 
to dt·velop and expand tho: Federal Fisheries 
Scrv: ce. :\ s soon as the House has approved 
the general policy, detai led estimates of the 
cost of the new establishment will be prepared 
in consultation with my hon. Friend, the 
financial Secretary, and will, I hope, be 
brought before the House at its next Session. 

Several hon. Members : Next year ? 
\\"hy not sooner? 

The Minister of Research and Informa
tion : \\'ell [ cannot spenJ any money without 
the appro,·al ot th is House ; if you e~n: ready to 
give me a blank cheque, I do no t mind go ing 
torwa rd. 

The deta iled estimates will be prepared 
within the framewo rk of th~ Economic Pro
gramme. Hon i\'!~mbe rs wil l recall that in that 
Programme £137,000 has been earmarked for 
capital expenditure during the period 1955-60 
and £37,000 for recu rrent expenditure. 

Sir, :\igeria simply cannot alford to neglect 
its fisher ies. There is throughout the country 
a serious shortage of protein in the people's 
diet ; we need more fish, and we need to spend 
less on importing fish from abroad. I am 
confident, therefore, that this honourable 
House will support the policy and proposals 
set out in the White Paper. 

l\Ir Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. 

The Minister of Labour and Welfare 
(Chief F. S. Okotie-Eboh) : Mr Speaker, Sir, 
in seconding the Motion, I just have a few 
remarks to make, and in doing so, I hope Sir, 
that the Minister of Research and Information 

wi ll soon introduce the Fishing Indust ry, in 
order to give something to fishers of men to do 
instead of fishing for our bovs in Lagos. 

Si r, I beg to second. 

Question prof'!-sed. 

ChiefS. L. Akintola (Oshun \Vest): I t is 
a pity that a fish lcss speech should have taken 
as long a time as the speech of the i\!inister 
of Rcsectrch and Info rmation. I t is a ve ry 
serious matter and those who know the historv 
of the Fisheries Department will agree with me 
that if there has been anything e,·er was tefu l 
in the acti,·ities of our Government, it is what 
we are doing with F isheries. I woulJ not put 
this at the door of the present M inister, whose 
responsibi li ty it is ; I think the whole policy 
has been wrong at the initi,tl stages and some
thing must be done to put things right. 

\\'hat really is the reason for the existence, 
for the creation of this Department? Is it 
merdy to conduct abstract research as such, 
which may produce noth ing, or is it to assist 
in producing fish ? It is not ,·cry clear. I 
wou ld like the :\[inistcr to realise one thing, 
that fish cannot be found within batches of 
fi les and you cannot fi nd them in office desks . 
Where do you find them ? I am sure that 
\ !ember; \\·ill ass is t the Ministe r and the 
:\!in i:;t~ r will ass ist his own sta ff, if we direct 
him as to the whereabouts of the fish he is 
ta lking about . (Laughter). 

If ) ou examine our Estunates , in 195 5-56 
·,,e spent £'29 ,0~ on this Department, and 
without anv fis h. 1956-57 we scaled down a 
bit; we spent £22,6+0 and also no fish. For 
the next financial year we are spending £21 ,2+0 
-no fish. Plenty of research, search, search , 
research and research, I agree, but what is 
more important-no fi sh. I would like the 
i\!iniste r to give us an assurance that this 
thing will not end merely in research. 

How far, as the result of our research, have 
we ass isted any real fishermen ? They are 
still busy on the beaches and on our rivers 
catching the fish, but without any assistance 
whatever from our Fisheries Department. 
\\'hy cannot we devise some other means of 
giving assistance to these people ? If you are 
interested, you will fi :1.d that there are some 
fishing launches, even in Lagos, and some 
along the Creek, as some hon. Members here 
will bear me out, but these arc the people who 
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are rea lly engaged in the business of catching 
fi sh. \ \'hat do we do in our Department of 
Fisher:cs l Long tape, red tape , long talk, 
fi shy speeches, like the l\Iinister's speech here ; 
we do nothing to assist them. [ feel that the 
time has come for us to go to the aid of those 
who arc do ing this real business. 

In the speech of the i\·!ini:;ter, I notice that 
warning has been sounded in this particular 
respect and I do not know how far we have 
heeded that warn ing. Experts from the 
Department of Fisheries ha,·c already foreto ld, 
time \\'i thout number, that the re are no more 
fi sh in ou r W:!ters. T hey said that a few years 
ago ; in spite of that we still ge t them. Arc 
they experts or inexperts ; ue they blind ? 
They cannot see under water, th:lt is true, but 
I \\'ould like the i\·[inister to take particular 
note of what some experts have said about 
the fish in our sea and in our inland waterways. 
If it is true , what arc we going to do about it ? 

I im·ite the attention of hon. :\!embers to 
the often referred to report of the International 
Bank :\!ission. In the i!: report it says that the 
need and demand for fi sh is fas t increas ing, 
whilst :;rocks .are being progessi,·cly depleted. 
H i"h priority should be gi,·en by the Govern
me':lt to measures fo r a substantial increase 
of fish production. The l\!ission recommends 
an d fcct i,·e enfo rcement of mo re adequate 
rules, the ba n on the usc of poison in particular, 
expansion of staff tor development of the 
regulation of fi sh (the present staff of eight 
for the ent ire country being imdcquate to 
carrY out the necessary investigation and fina l 
ope;ations), and to produce improvement in 
existing fi sh ; es tablishment of a central re
search and demonstration uni t, to be respon
sible for research work for all of ?\igeria. 

Well, that is what we are doing, hut how do 
we do it, that is my point. You would esta
blish a Department of Research Station for 
this particular activity, the very site is in
variably wrong, you put it in a corner, where 
those who are really doing business cannot 
easily get access to it. I feel that if what has 
been stated here is correct, we have not done 
enough to preserve our fish. This Report 
has been published at least about four years 
ago ; no legislation has ever been brought to 
this House to regulate fishing, not one has 
ever been brought here. The Department of 
Fisheries has been created, I do not know 
when now-it is not within the last ten years-

and up till to-day we have n0t go t anyth ing 
productive or anything creative from this 
particu lar department. 

By next year, either this proposal will be 
put into operation, or we put an end to this 
Department completely. The fault is not that 
of the \Ves t .-\frican Institute of Research 
alone, t he fault is also ours. [ remember the 
time when the 1\ igerian Gove rn;11cnt bought 
some trawlers . The olde r \Iembcrs of ou r 
Legislatu re may remember we spent a lot of 
money on equipping these tra\\· lcrs. \\' hat 
have we go t out of it ? Nothing but lishless 
speeches . [ feel that this is ,·c ry "·astefu l 
and I will appeal particu larly to the :\l inister, 
that by next year, when our Esti mates will 
come up again, we would like a full Report 
on what this particular branch of the Govern
ment is doing. [will also submit that proposal 
to the i\! inistcr, to consider a suggestion which 
will assist us in producting mo re fi sh . \\.hy 
cannot we start a system of financia l assis tance 
for the fishermen in particular ? :\.11 those 
things are to recommend , which may be good, 
which may assist in producing fish , but if 
th e peopit: cannot afiord them . what happens ? 
That is the end of it. So, if we are submitting 
a \\'hite Paper, I say a real White Paper, a 
\Vhite Paper which will be much whiter than 
this one, you will be pass ing a fin ancial proposal 
which will conta in , in clear terms, the tvpe 
of assistance which you are· g•)ing to gi,·e to 
the real fishe rmen. 

Chief T. T. Solaru ( !jcbu East) : \[r 
Speaker, with due apolo~ ies to the last speaker, 
the hon. the Leader of the Opposit ion , it is 
understandable that people should get impa
tient with this~ Department, because of the 
lack of results. But I would like also to 
examine the other side, and to realise that, 
while we must ginger up this Department to 
produce results, we must, at the same time, 
encourage them in the problems of research, 
because Sir, I find that it is impossible to go 
forward without testing the ground. It is 
when you ''e~ ;:- · . · ·=~ :; and nm produce no 
results, that the public gets impatient. 

We have had a concrete suggestion about 
financial aid to fishermen. I would also add 
another. A short while ago, general enthu
siasm in the country was aroused in our fish 
culture. Almost every community in the 
rural areas were enthused when they heard 
that the Government was going to do some-
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thing about encouraging fish culture in schools; 
c,·en schools took it up, and I know of rura l 
areas who applied to the Regional Fisheri es 
Officers to aid them in these things , maybe 
in conjunction with other Regiona l Office rs, 
because I think they, along with you, can 
produce this result much quicker. While you 
are doing your researches , request them to 
pay more attent ion to these rural areas 
where fi sh culture is in great demand . 

That is something. I think in the villages 
you find that long before such Dcpartre1c n s 
e\·cr come they h,n·c their local ponds in which 
thev fi sh everY ,·ca r. The,· ha,·c their own 
regillations. ( f some of th~ regu lations that 
you are go ing to make arc go ing to assist them 
to fish better, I think you wi ll find less comp
lain ts in the H ouse when you report next 
Sitting. 

Sir , I think the proposals here, quite apart 
from the legacy ot· the.: past which has not 
been ,·cry bright , arc qu ite sound. They 
arc sound pro,·iJeJ tha t those who put them 
J own here-and tha t is the great "but"
wi ll pursue them energetica lly. :\ Depart
ment of Research is nut bounJ to produce 

• quick resul ts but it does not mean they must 
not make progress . l" nlcss we arc getting 
somewhere, then of course people " ·lvJ arc ,·ere 
practical ant! much Ju,m to earth wiil always 
finJ fault with the Departmen t. Ilut it is 
not ou r intentio n to kill this Departmen t. 
For, afte r all, I do not think the fishing industry 
in Great Britain- and I think the people of 
Great Britain arc among the grea tes t fish
eaters sho rt of the ScanJina,·ian countries. 

An hon. Member : :\rc you sure : 

Chief T. T. Solaru : Yes, thev arc " rear 
fish -eate rs if you do not know. B ~t for ~heir 
fi shing indust ry, I do not know where they 
could have been during the bst war when all 
their supplies of meat were nearly cut off by 
submarines. But their Department of Fisher
ies took the matter urgen tl y because thei r 
stomachs are concerned, the Ii ,·elihooJ of 
their own countrymen is a t stake, and they 
worked heart and soul. :\ow, that is what 
we are asking . What the Fisheries Depart
ment in Great Britain is doing to conserve 
food supplies and its varieties, that is what we 
are asking you to do for us in this country. 
I f you do not do it half-heartedly, there is no 

reason to complain proviJed we see that you 
are getting down to the work . 

I find, Si r, that in the p ro,·isions made here, 
equipmen t, fi shi ng gear, preservation of catches, 
all these things are necessary. Because. after 
all , not all the parts of the country arc blessed 
with water ant! lagoons and ri,·ers in which 
fish abound, but nevertheless fish is acceptable 
in c,·ery part of the count ry ant! problems of 
presen·ation and distribution arc ,·cry relc,·ant 
to a large and variegateJ country like :\igeria. 
Therefore, the soone r ;:ou can do this and 
p rod uce better results. than the ordinary 
fishe rmen arc doing, the better. People who 
arc bringing down to us from Lake Chad area 
smoked fish , if you can do something to ass ist 
them even whi le you are conducting your 
necessa rv research , the better for e\·cn·boclr 
and for )·our Department. · . 

:\l r Speaker, I suppo rt. 

M r J. C. Obande (South East ldoma) : :\lr 
Speaker, S ir, in supporting thi s \\' hite Pape r, 
I would li ke to make mv obsen·ation b v 
refe rring to par:1graph S (d) where it say·s 
about economics-"An im·estigation will be 
made into the running costs of ,·arious types 
of motor fishing craft , with the object of 
pro;·iding basic s tati s ti cs to fisherm en who 
may " ·ish to purcha c large or medium-si zed 
motor fi.:;hin q \'essds. " 

I n my opinion, S ir, th is Department has 
bee n a me:ms of \\·aste to thi s country. During 
the research many years ago, there has ne,·er 
been ann hing producti,·e, and tomorro\\· \\'C 

are not hop ing to ge t any. I am wishing, Si r, 
that instead of im·esting th is large sum of 
mone\· into th is tishcries business, such monev 
shou l ~l be put into a loa ns board where fishe r-
men will have th::,. loans to improve thei r way 
of fishing. 

The Minister of Research and Infor
mation (Chief Kolawole Balogun): :\Ir 
Speaker, Sir, I should begin by saying that 
I am very gratefu l to my hon. Friend, Chief 
Solaru, for really telling this House in ve ry 
clear terms the nature of our own responsibility 
in this matter. I think, Sir, that the House 
will bear with me at any time we are discussing 
research problems, because it is not a thing 
which I can take from my pocket and put on 
the table. If I may say so, i\o[r Speaker, we 
who are working in this type of thing are 
not quite as fortu nate, fo r instance, as my hon. 
Friend the Minister of Communications and 
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A ,· iation who can bring before you and say, 
"Here is your post office and here is your 
telephone" , but at the same time I must say 
this . . (Interrupt ion). 

l\-Ir Speaker, if I may say so, l\Iembers of 
this hon. House are also ambass~0rs . to 
explain difficult problems and I \\·ou ld ltke 
them to gi ,.e me a hearing on this matter. 

Sir, on the question of research, I think we 
ha,·e to' come to a unified policy on this_ matter. 
So long as " ·e b ring a programme bdo~c you 
and, as Chief Solaru says, "·e gt,·e e,·rdence 
that we are going to pursue this programme 
with vigour , I think you "·ill ha,·e. to bear 
with us because except we take a dectston and 
cancel all research programmes in th is country 
then it \\·ou ld appear that we are go tng to get 
into trouble every now and again. 

You cannot do research and give out your 
results o\·ernight. And , what is more, .yo u 
may not e,·en be in a pos ition to publtc1se 
your results because those who are makrng 
use of ,·ou r results are there and may not 
e\·en ai;·e credit to \'Ou . For instance, :\l r 
Speak~ r . all the work ~,·e are doing on fisher ies 
research is passed on to Reaional G o,·ernments 
and except Regional Go,·e~nments are comi ng 
to pay us compliments, :\!embe rs . of th1s 
House ma,· not know that "·e ar;, domg any
thing at ail. But we are doing a lot and we 
are passing out our results to the Reg10nal 
Go,·ernments. 

One or two matters ha,·e been mentioned. 
For instance, I think the hon . J. C. Obande 
said that the money being spent on rese:;.o.rh 
on fisheries should be gi,·en to the De,·etop
ment Bo2rd. It is the dut\· of the Reg10nal 
G o,·e rnment-and I th ink some of them are 
doing it-to gi,·e loans and to gi,·e all sorts of 
encouragement to fishermen. Ii I ~ay ~ay so, 
and you will agree w1th me, const.nutiO nally 
that is not within our own provrnce here. 
Our own duty is to gi,·e as much as i ~ stat.ed 
in this \Yhi te 0 aper, and I will read, Str, mth 
your permission-"B~oadly spe~king , the aim 
of .fisheries research 1s to acqu1re knowledge 
whereby the optimum steady yield from a 
fishery may be obtained and whereby new 
fisheries mav be d iscovered, thus opemng up 
fresh source-s of supply to vesse ls around our 
coasts.' ' 

I think that that one sentence actually sums 
up the work of the Federal Fisheries Research 
and we do not want to encroach into the field 
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of other people. We don't want to get into 
trouble with Regional G o,·ernments with 
whom we are working quit-e harmoniously now. 
.-\ nd I want to give this asstlrance to this House 
which has been requested by my gooJ Friend, 
Chief Solaru, that the people who are working 
with me on this thing are going to gi,·e all 
enthusiasm to see that this White Paper is 
properl y carried out. (Ch eers) 

Before I sit down, :\ l r Speaker, the Leader 
of the Opposit io n raised a point about "·hat 
benefit has been deri,·ed from this Department 
all these years . I don't think that in one 
sitt ina like. this we can enumerate the amount 
of b:nefit which has been recei,·ed. But I 
want to sav this, that the fisherme n ha,·e 
seen that the annual yield has increased by as 
much as £300,000 worth e,·ery year. If y•1u 
ask them they will tell you so. 

i.\Ir Speaker, Sir , I hope that, as I said 
before, the I louse will bear with me on this 
matter. T hey s hould gi,·e us a chance, m1ny 
years , for the Fede ral Fish ing Sen·ice, and I 
am qui te sure that when the>c year: ha,·e 
elapsed and you ha,·e gt ,·cn us your_ c~nnJence, 
you will have many, many more hsh on yo ur 
tables. 

Q11es tion p11t and agrud to. 
Resolved : That this House ap pro,·es the 

policv se t out in the G o,·ernment \\"hire Paper 
on th~ Federal Fisheries Sen·ice. 

DEVELOP :'--!E::\1 OF TELECO~I:I!C:-;!C .\Tr0:\5 

The Minister of Communications and 
Aviation (Dr. the hon. K. 0 . :\lbadi"·e): :\lr 
Speaker, S ir , I beg leave to mo,·e the :\lotwn 
standing in my name on the Order Paper for 
to-dav That this House approves the policy 
propo;ed by the Go,·ernment of the Fe~eration 
for the development of telecommumcat10ns 
within Nigeria as set out in Sess ional Paper 
No. 8 of 1957. 

My expert adviser on voice culture and 
public speaking informed me that. when the 
House is getting tired the best way rs to make 
a short introduction of the Paper concerned 
and let people speak for themselves. ~~ear, 
Hear) . That is the adYice of the hon.- l\'Imrster 
of Transport and I would therefore_ ltke to ta~e 
his advice. For that reason I Wlll say, Srr, 
that here is the White Paper before the House, 
and the cost of the projects within it, .will be 
about £6 million. I have . shown rn that 
White Paper the towns that Will be affected and 
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the towns which will derive some benefit from I am going to read the ~me thing, and 
the proposals contained therein, in accordance perhaps if I have a cleve r r.-.an there he is 
with the money which you hm·c gi,·cn me. going to stand up and say, "Well, what are 
We ha\·e done this in order to gi,·c you a clear we go ing to ha\·e in 1956-57 ?" I won't say it 
picture. It is better for you to know _.,,e re all again : he might ask, what are we go ing to 
yo u are going, and it is better for you to know have in 1957-58 ?-nothing, and fo r 1959-60 ? 
what our limitations are. That is the object - nothing ! Then the Minister is coming and 
of thi s \VI1itc Paper , and Mr Speaker, I now saying "I ha\·c warned yo u : I ha,·e told yo u 
beg to move . (Applause). that these details a re out of what YOU ,·o ted in 

The Minister of Labour and Welfare 1955, that is £16 m illion to /:, 25 million, 
(Chief F. S. Okoti e-Eboh): Sir, 1 beg to out of that you appron !d only £1 01 million to 
second. £ 13 million, and out of that you ag ree that 

Questio11 proposed. 

Mr L. P. Ojukwu (Onitsha): Mr Speaker, 
would like to be cautious in dealing with 

this White Paper p resen ted by the ;\l iniste r of 
Communications and Aviation. He is a 
first-class politician and a diplomat. I would 
like firs t of all to analyse what he says in the 
second paragraph of this Paper, which re~ds : 
"The details of de\·elopment set out in this 
paper are based on the anticipated pro ,·ision 
of the maximum amount of de\·elopment 
capital." · 

Then , Sir, I would like to refe r the House , 
with your permiss ion, to Sessional Paper ::\o. +, 
page 8, where he gi,·es us the esti mate fo r 
\mrk to be carried out with in t he period of 
1956-57. In An r. exure 5 of that Pap ~• he 
gi,·es us what he p roposes to do in 1057-58, 
and in Annexure 6, he a i,·es us what it is 
proposed to do in 1958-60. 

;\ow accord ing to the \\'hite Paper on t e~
cornmunications, paragraph 15 reads : "Funds 
will be provided under the present Economic 
Programme for the following major de,·elop
ment .. .. " he didn't commit himself. \Ve 
know we have 1956-57 but he didn 't sav which. 
Then paragraph 17 reads: "Funds· will be 
provided under the present Economic Pro
gramme for the fo llowing development. . . . " 
He didn't commit himself there, either. \Ve 
know we have 1957·58 but he didn't say which. 

Then turn to paragraph 19 which reads : 
"Funds will be provided under the present 
Economic Programme for the following 
telephone service development". He didn't 
say 1958-60. Now what I am saying is that 
the Minister of Communications and .-hiation 
is a first-class politician and a diplomat. He 
brings this Paper out and what he expects 
me to tell my constituents when I get home, 
I don't know. 

only £ +} million should be spent, the refo re 
all these details I ha ,·c gi,·cn you, I am not 
going to fulfil it because there is no money." 
~ow, what I want to ask the ~Iinister is, 

what an; we go ing to tell our consti tuents ,,·hen• 
we ge t home ? \ Vc; arc not go ing to show them 
all these de tails, and all these lines th:lt \'OU have 
drawn here. H e is a di plomat and c;.e rybody 
will go away and say that our gigan tic and 
energeti c i\Iinister of Commu nications and 
Aviation has done this and done that. But 
what has he done ? The £ +~ mill ion .already 
you said yo u ha\·c had is what you spent fo r 
g iving officials telephones. I mean telephones 
fo r Senior Scr,·ice staff who h;1\·e t!c rec o r fo ur 
telephones at once, bu t th;; Lagos Ch:1mbe r of 
Commerce who want telephones for the ships, 
fo r the buoys, fo r the Customs and .-\ papa 
Wharf in the new omces there, none of t l ~<:m 
ba,·c telephones , and ye t yo u say. "\\ 'd l, there 
has been £ +~ million spent on that. E\·en 
tho ugh that £ +} m illion was spent c;xclus i\·clv 
for GO\·ernmcnt otiic ials, fo r Go,·~r :1mcnt 
offices which are not productive, who do n' t pay 
anything, those who want to pay for telephones 
are not given them ; and when we jump on you, 
you say, "Well, the money was provided, " and 
later on the Financial Secretary felt that he had 
not got sufficient money for us. Well , what tlu 
you want ? Are you asking us to approve the 
whole money ? I don't see what I am going to 
tell my people when I get home. 

Sir, I beg to support. 

M. Maitama Sule (Kana Urban Area): 
!VIr Chairman, Sir, my remarks will be very 
brief indeed. (Applause). £6 million is going 
to be spent, but, Sir, unless the Minister is up 
and doing-I know that he is a policy maker and 
the execution of his policy is the responsib il ity 
of his staff-things may not go so well with the 
publ ic. H e, therefore, should consider this 
point and instruct his staff, particularly in the 
Northern part of Nigeria, to see to it that we 
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natives of the country are treatetl as patricians 
_ and not plebeians. 

What happens, Sir, is this. T o-day as far as 
telephone se rvices arc concerned in K ana, 
Katluna, Zaria, Aba and in m:1ny other parts 
of the country, this matter is just a subject on 
paper to us. We apply for telephones but we 
are not given tht:m . Other people apply fo r 
them and arc given them. .-\s the hon. 
Ojukwu has said , they only go w G o,·c;rnmcnt 
offices. We would like these tdephonc;s th;lt 
you say you are gi,·ing out, to c0mc to us. \\"c 
a rc the pa tr icia:ls-thc: Syrians a:·~ not su pposed 
to be the patric ians of this country , and we the 
plebeians. Change the policy, p lease, to
morrow. 

!'vir Ayo Rosiji (Egba East) : :\Ir S peaker, 
Sir, I thi nk th:lt t1 rs r of all I should acknowledg-e 
the cffic i::ncv with which the \-.H.F. in; talb
tions a rc working. It is g ratifYing to notice 
that if I book a telephone call :o Enugu from 
Lagos, I can gt:t En ugu wit hi:-~ fi \·c minutes . 
That is a thing which never h~ppencd in this 
co :., ntry before, and we are duly grateful to 
th<: G overn ment for makin; th is possible. 
(Applause). But the point is that the 
Government is concent rating only on a few 
pbccs : we; want amenities to be d ist ri buted 
evenly in the country. I ha,·e had occa s io n~ 
once, Sir, to write pe rso nally to :he ~Iinis ter ot 
Commun ications and .-\viatio:: in re:<pcct of 
post:Il se rvices fo r my consti tu :! :JC \' , 

An hon. M e mber : \ '.' hc•·e: 
;\l{r Rosiii : I n Owodc. 
' l'he post otii. cl.! tha t we ~~ :..;.:..: .. : t"u r \\.:!:i !~u~ 

given; neither w.1s a sub-post offi ce allowed . 
But in this particular area , whenever I am hNe 
I am completely out of touch with the peopte. 
I cannot send telegrams there : I canno t senti 
any telephone message to the people in the 
place, and there a re many people who arc 
doing good business in kolanuts. It is the 
centre of the kolanut trade. 

If these se rvices are provided, they will bring 
in revenue for the Government. The Govern
ment should not fight shy nf thi s . The 
possibilities are g reat in these places. Please 
give us telephones in these places. The line 
from Lagos via !peru to lbadan c01n be extended 
to Ajura or Owode or you bring a line from 
Abeokuta, 25 miles away, and it can be extended 
to Owode. Similarly, the line from Lagos can 
be extended to Ajegun and Obafemi. 

It is not j ust playin~ politics . T he point is 
that the needs of commerce in this country are 

suffe ring. The telephone li ne from Lagos to 
Enugu is used fo r politics and adminis tration 
but what keeps poli tics and administration 
go ing is business. P ro,·idc us with these lines 
in the places where b us iness is done and you 
will ge t your adminis tration runn ing very 
smoothly. 

This \\'hi_te Paper i:> amhiguous and is 
un;tcccptable. The point which was made 
earlier by hon. Ojubm is ,·ita!. There is no 
men tion here of ;mn vhere in :\bcokuta P ro ,·ince 
excep t in .-\ beokut; , \\'hat we want is fo r you 
to put something de fin ite on paper: this year 
to th ;!t year we are going to do such and such 
in Yola, and such anJ such in Ikorod u. That 
is wh:tt ,,.e w:tnt :m el not just p ut anything up 
and leave us to kee p wondering. 

~Ir Speake r , S ir, I beg to sup po rt. 

Mr Speake r : I do reall y thin k that Mem
bers migh t at any rate mainuin enough quiet 
fo r me to b<: heard when I call on M embers. 
~l r :\bii. 

Mr D. N. Abii (Q ,,·erri): :\ lr Speaker, I 
thank you ve ry much . 

It is important to p ra ise the :\linis tcr. It is 
also important to tell the :\Iinister that things 
a rc nnt verv well as thev seem. I first of all 
\v iii rep ly to the hon. L. P. Ojukwu that I 
t ~ ti nk the ~I in is tc r had ans\\·c red his question. 
I think ::\o . (1 ) wi ll come before ::\o. (Z) and 
::\o . (3) befo re ::\o . (+). In th2t case, I believe 
that he mc:l n:i in page 3 by gi,·ing construction 
?f nnin ~utorna tic ~xchan g-es :It Ib:;dan , 
~\...l L~ l : ~.!. L:1u:!" ·: . f";..::--_ .... ::~ ,.. , I3c :,_t:l . F\..1 nn. 
Zari a, .·\ ba, On its ha, fl o rin, Jos ami lfe , goes 
to show that that li ne will be hrst completed 
before he goes to :\o. (Z). But that is not 
where my main remark is fixed . 

:\ly remark is on telephones. It is astonish
ing that in or.e of the Papers supplied to 
:\!embers of th is House at this sitting, Doctors 
have pointed out that in some places where 
they are li,·ing with some Secretary-Typists, 
preference of telephone is given to these 
Secretary-Typists ; the Doctors have no tde
phone ; that before Doctors can get to emer
gency, an ambulance will come to meet them, 
which confirms what hon. Members have 
referred to : that the telephone has not been 
given to people who deserve it. 

The hon. Member, mv friend Maitama Sule, 
said that patricians and ·their counterparts had 
sometimes to ration their privileges. I think 
in this country to-day importance has been 

(Si ll 
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gi ven too much to officials and the nati\·es who 
want the benefit of these amenities do not get 
them. 

I h:H·e an example to give. Since four days, 
I ha\·e been trying to ge t );o. 30 Owerri, and 
un fort unately this );o. 30 goes to one of the 
important :\! inisters in this Federation . Th ey 
say that it is temporarily out of use. For four 
days I have not got to that line. That shows 
that if the insta llatio n is going to be useless, the 
best thing is to re,·erse the expenditure to 
another item. I do not belic\·e that we are 
getti ng the proper usc of these telephones. 

And that brings me to another thing. The 
White Paper, page 10, has outlined some 
impro\·cments in Owerri . It says that there 
will be a connection of telephone at Ikedu. 
would li ke hon. :\!embers to know tha t the 
est imate for this post office had been there fo r 
the past five o r s ix years. The post office has 
not gone to tender ye t, and it is put dow n that 
there will be a connection of telephone. \\'hen 
\\·ill that be ? T hat goes to support hon. 
Ojukwu. The same thing with Oguu and 
the same th ing with :\hoada. 

i\h· :\! iniste r, I would like vou to examine 
this.· I want the li ne to conn.ect Owerri and 
Onitsha . Do not allO\\' the Owerri line to go 
through :\ ba. .·\ ba is already congested. [ f 
you want Owcrri to go th ro ugh .·\ ba, all the 
time, it will then s truggle for a way to Enugu 
and then through all the Region before it goes 
to Lagos. \\'ould yo u be kind enough to 
consider it necessarv to get O"·erri and Orlu 
connected to Onitsha, t'H:n we ca n cross up to 
!b:tc!an and get to Lagos. O"·err i to Onitsha 
:s !Jn!·: ~)l milL:s. 

Several hon. Members : Ti me ! T ime ! 

!VIr Abii : For the sake of hon. Members~ I 
support the W hite Paper. 

Mr Speaker : To sa,·e all this con fusion, I 
believe the last :\lotion which it is very impor
tant to get to, is unopposed ? It can therefore 
be started at or just after a quarter to six 
under Standing Order !. We can therefore 
finish this Motion at a quarter to si.'l: and 
then take the other one. 

The Minister of Communications and 
Aviation (Dr K. 0. Mbadiwe) : Mr Speaker, 
I have listened to the criticisms on this White 
Paper and I will say that the Member who 
spoke on it first, Mr L. P. Ojukwu, is an 
astute businessman, very shrewd one, and a 

shrewd business person is far better equipped 
than a d iplomat who ha; to sm ile when it is not 
necessary to sm ile o r when he should be 
weeping, just to keep up the tempo of things. 
llut the bu;inessman will tell you when he 
wants to smile and when he wants to weep. 
So that :\I r Ojukwu's obsen·ation will be 
taken into cons ide ration . 

llut I have to tell him that in the fi eld of 
cnginec ri f'!g , it is not as easy as in the fi eld of 
bui lding a house. In building a house, you 
require cement, you know how to mix it and 
you get corrugated iro n sheets and put it up 
and that is all the re is to it . 

llut when you come to engineering to quote 
the exact timi ng, the data year by yea r, when 
you know that one problem in engineering 
may hold you up and 1 do not wan t to come 
to this H ouse and g i\·c an impress ion of what 
[ am not able to do. 13ut I h3se given you 
those thi ngs [ will do between now and 1960. 
.-\nyway I am asking my expert ad\·iser-the 
re:d oHicial ad\·ise r-to see \\·hether we can 
poss ibly channel these into periods of opera
tion and the only fear is that if I give yo u a 
timing you will not even be sympathetic when 
the engineerin" or scientific data fai ls. You 
"·ill hold me 

0 

responsible. But if you will 
gi\·e me the assu rance that you will be sympa
thetic if I do not meet that timing I will ask 
my :\linist ry to give you the data during th~ 
next Session , breaking this into periods ot 
ope ration. 

I want to say that the question o t' telephone 
ins tall ation has become a great concern not 
only to the :\[embers of this Legislature but 
also to the people that I ha\·e met during my 
tour. :\bny towns have called this to my 
notice and I wan t to assure the hon. M ember 
that my department is doing all that lies 
within its power to cope with the situation. 
We cannot change of model of thirty or thirty
fi ve years by the stroke of the pen. It will 
take time. We have endeavoured to set our
selves a goal. Last year we set a goal of 
installing three thousand telephones which 
we have achieved. This year we are now 
arranging a new set of things. We are going 
to have ten teams who are enginee ri ng teams. 
They are going to go to all the sections ; they 
will be divided territorially. 

In other words, they will operate throughout 
the entire country to execute the plan before 
the House. Each team will instal exchange 
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equ ipment in exchange buildings ; put in 
cables and wires; and will put in trunk lines. 
At the same time I have given a minor (in fact 
a major) self-government to the Regions as 
far as having their own telephone allocation 
comm ittees. lll' 

Chief S. L. Akitola (Oshun W est): Re
giona l self-go\·ernment ? 

The Minister of Communications and 
Aviation : Yes, in telephones. Because they 
are be tte r equipped to tell us what people in 
their own locations will be entitled to priority 
in telephones. But I will not say because 
that is done I will no longe r look into the 
reports which yo u make. I will now make 
it clea r that the telephone allocation committees 
should see to it that preference is given to 
businessmen who most pay for these telephones. 
At present the policy is sixty per cent installa
tion fo r business and private telephones and 
forty per cent for Government. :\ow that 
you have said it is too much, I _:.m refernng 
this matte r back to be reviewed. 

i\Ir Speaker, I plan if necessa ry because of 
the dire demand of the iVIembers of this 
H ouse for telephone installation, to hm·e 
(if necessa ry) a person who will be known as 
telephone expediter (.-lpplause) to know what 
installations may be made. 

I move that the Question be now put. 

Question, Tlzat tlze Question be nov: put, put 
and agreed to. 

Question put accordingly and agreed to. 

Resolved, T hat this,.House approves the 
policy proposed by the Government of the 
Federation for the de velopment of telecommu
nications within ~igeria as set out in Sessional 
Paper No.8 of 1957. 

Mr Speaker : I have to interrupt business ; 
unopposed business can still be taken. 

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL FUNDS 

The Minister of Social Services (Hon. 
Aja Nwachuku) : Mr Speaker, I beg to move 
the following Motion standing in my name on 
the Order Paper : That this House approves 
the expenditure from the Capital Development 
Fund of £ +2,177 to meet the net deficit on 
the University College Hospital's recurrent 
account in the year 1955-56. 

The Chief Secretary of the Federation 
(Sir Ralph Grey): I beg to second. 

School of Journalism) 

Question proposed. 

Quer};'on put and agreed to. 

R esolved, That this H ouse appro,·es the 
expenditure fro m the Cap ital Development 
Fund of £+2,177 to meet the net deficit on the 
University College Hospital's recu rrent account 
in the year 1955-56. 

Adjournment 

The Chief Secretary of the Federation 
(Sir Ralph Grey) : Sir , I beg to move, That 
this House do now adjourn. 

The Minister of Labour and Welfare 
(Chief F. S . Okotie-Eboh) : Si r, I beg to 
second. 

lV1r L. A. Lawai ( Ibadan East) : :\Ir 
Speaker, I wish to bring to the Floo r of this 
H ouse a matter of national importance. Before 
I do so, S ir, I would like to pay tribute to the 
Minister of Social Services for the co nsiderable 
success achieved by his :\Iinistry within the 
short time he took over the :\I ini s try. 

I am from Ibldan and, in fairness to the 
::\Iiniste r, the achie,·ement of his :\ Iinist ry in 
that city beggars desc ription. .-\t Ibadan 
we have the Unive rs ity College and we have 
the Nigerian College of Arts, Sc ience and 
Technology. Without doubt like William 
Pitt of the Seven Years' War, mc:nbers of the 
public are now feel ing the master~hand of the 
:\I in is te r •Jf Social Services and th~\· arc 
responding. · 

While I do ff my hat in respect to the :'1-Iiniste r 
I would like to appeal to him to please take a 
step further by considering the possibility of 
the establishment of a School of Journalism in 
)J'igeria. We would like this institute to be 
conveniently attached to the University College, 
Ibadan, where our yo ung men and women will 
have the opportunity to undergo such training 
as would stand them in good stead, insofar as 
their career is concerned. 

In bringing this matter before this House 
I would not like anybody to suggest that I 
am trying to curry favour with members of the 
Press. This is a matte r which transcends party 
politics and members of the public themselves 
have occasionally called for an institution of this 
kind. I am always in sympathy with members 
of the public on a major issue of this nature and 
I feel called upon to bring this matter to the 
Floor of the House, and I think it will meet 
with the support of all sides. 
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Sir, I wish to remark that this Government 
has carved a name for itself in the initiation 
of re:tlistic p roj.:ct> : such as University Colle;;e 
and the l.J ni,·ersity T eaching Hospital at 
I b.td:tn. This suggested matter would be 
a welcome c41f'!',plement to the former. 

i\ lr Speaker, I beg to support . 

The Minister of Social Services (:\ Ir 
.-\ja :-.i\vachuku): I ha,·e to thank the hon . :\[r 
L a\\·al for the ,·crv nice thin (Ts he has s~i-1 
about me. But I have to say th~t the estab lish
ment of a School of Journalism at, or attached 
to, the Uni,·e rsitv Collc,.,.c is a matter for the 
College Authorit~cs to c~ nsidcr. This is not 
the firs t t ime tha t an attempt has been made 
to d ictate to the Uni,·ersity College , Ibadan 
anJ, as I sa id in the debate on the motio n for 
the Esublishmcnt of a Chair of H igher .-\ rahic 
Studi.:s on the 6th :\brch, I 956, it ic; no t th" 
duty of thi s House or the Counci l of :\Ii nisters 
to tdl the College au thori ties what they should 
do o r what subjects should be s tudied at the 
College. (Hear, lzear). 

In the C nitcd Kingdom, all Cni\·ersitics 
h:t'."C built up a tradition of academic freedom. 
The Uni\·ersi ties in United K ingdom, li!-:c the 
Cnive rsity College , Ibadan, arc financed 
Lw;cly by Go,·ernmcnt grants . T he G o,·crn
m:.:nt in IJ rit:.1in docs not howc·:f..!r, intcrfl.! :- :; 
in any way with the o rganisa tion o r work 
of the Uni,·ersities. 

Tile Cniver>ity Collq e, UJ .tdan , Iu s not 
onl v been built up on the same liberc~l concco
tiotls but is, in ~"'\·ery real sense, ;l part of on..:: 
of the British Cnin: rsi ties in th:lt it is in 
"special relatio nship" with L ondon University 
and the degrees taken at Ibadan are internal 
L ondon degrees. 

In conclusion I would like to po int out that 
U.·~ suggest ion o f the Honourable :\•[embe r is 
u•lpreccdcntcd :ts jou rrnlism is not an "a~ade
mic" subject and no ,•:hL' re i,; it a subjec t which 
is taught at a University. 

Mr T. 0 . S. Be nson (Lagos \Vest): :\[r 
Speaker, Sir, I would like the Government to 
consider the po,;sib ility of h ,t,· ing a p0licc 
ambulance in L.tgos. The m:tin purpose of 
thi:; , Sir, is to f.tcil it :ltc the rcmn,·.d of mo t0r 
acc ident ,· ictims when an acciden t ha;; occurred. 

I n Lagos, which is Federal territo ry and a 
tirst -class Citv, it somet imes takes the ambu
lance from tl{e Creek H ospit:tl or the Gene ral 
Hospi ta l about two hours bdorc a rri ving at the 
!oms in quo and befo re that t ime the victi m 
might h:~ve dicJ ;' so I am appcal!ing to tbe 
Go,·ernment, Sir, to look in to this m:t tter. 
Yerv or"ten, Si r, th is del:Jv in the ambulances 
ar ri ;.a l causes an obstruct ion in the flow of 
traffi c because people gather round just to sec 
what is going on. 

The Chief Secretary of the fe ,~eratioo 
(Sir Ralph 'Grey): The hon. :\[embe r gave me 
notice that he would ra ise this matter and [ 
th ink the best answer I c:tn g ive him is th:n I 
shall consu lt with my Colleague, the :\Ii nister of 
Social Se n ·iccs , because there is alreadv an 
am bulance sen·icc in Lagos and, if it is o;1!y :1 

question of how bes t to ge t on to the locw in quo, 
I think it would be bette r to expedite the 
existing ambulances, rather than to st:trt a 
ri,·a l sen·ice . But I sha ll undertake to discuss 
it wi t il ti l :..: :\Iinistcr o r· Soc ial Serv ices anJ sec 
if we can c:fcct some impro,·cmcnt. 

Mr Speaker : Mr Akandc has a subject to 
rai se? 

Mr J. A. 0. Akande (Egba :\'orth): ~[r 
This whole question of what courses should . Speaker , Sir, .... (lnterruptio11). 

be taken or what I nstitutes should be esta-
blished at Ibadan is an academic matter and Mr Speaker : I am told that there is no 
one which can only be decided by the College answer ready for i\Ir Akande so I cannot allow 
Council, an autonomous body, after such him to develop his subject. Mr Ebea, I 
consultations as it may deem desirable. believe, has a subject ? 

.-\ s M embers are alread\· aware a ,·isitation Mr G. 0. Ebea (!shan) : ?\Ir Speaker, I rise 
has recently been at I badin and the report oi to support the i\Iotion on the Adjournment and, 
· b · d at the same time, to raise a matter. Its mem ers IS now awaite . The report 
will deal with the College development in It is a matter, Sir, which relates to the Lagos 
the next quinquennium. It would be wrong Amateur Football Association and I would ask 
for me at this stage to be drawn into any rash the Minister of Labour and Welfare to make a 
promise which might well prove to be contr:try statement-in fact, I think I had better put it in 
to the best interests of our growing University the form of a question and ask the hon. Minister: 
College. whether he is aware of the disruption and 
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various acc usa tions of financial maladministra
tion threatening the foundation o f t h~ Lago> 
:\_mateur Football Associat ion ? And, in view 
ot the popularity of soccer among the com 
muntty, and the heavy collection of public 
money regu larly made at the gates , what action 
is the Ministe r taking to clea r the air before the 
footba ll season se ts in ? · 

The M inis ter of Labour and Welfare 
(Chie f F. S. Okotic-Eboh): i\[ r Speaker, Si r, 
I am aware of the issue rai sed by the hon. 
:\·[ember and I have also rece ived petitions 
in connection the rewith . But, S ir, I under
stand that , in accordance with the constitution 
of the Association, certain inquiries ha,·e been 
made and , until the resu lts of those inqu iries 
are known--o r known to me-it would be 
superflous for me to interfe re. 

But I can assu re the hon. ~{ember that , 
whenever I think it necessary fo r me to inter
fere in the matter, I shall do so within the 
prov ince of my constitutional pos ition. 

Chief S. L. Aki11tola rose in his place. 

Mr Speaker : I do not know what Chief 
Akintola wishes to talk about ? 

Chi ef S. L .-\kintola (Oshun \\"est): \\"d l, 
I would jus t like to mention something wh ich I 
know wi ll rece ive the appro,·al of the whole 
House but something which it may not ha\·e 
been prudent ior me to have mentioned to the 
Speaker pre,·iously and that is: this Session has 
been a most momentous one in this House and 
it has pro \ cd a tremendous success and ,,.e o\\·e 
that success, in a :,rgc measure, to the way that 
the Speaker of this House has co nducted the 
business. (Loud applause). 

I believe that I shall be expressing the 
sentiments of all sides of the House if I say we 
want to place on record our profound apprecia
tion of the sen'ices that the Speaker renders to 
this hon. House and with his name I would 
associate the Clerk of the House and the entire 
staff o f this hon . H ouse . 

Mr D. N. Abii (Owerri) : Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I wish to support the last speaker whole
heartedly. (Hear, hear). 

1\llr Speaker : That is a nice way to go away 
on your holidays-but it is very disorderly ! 
Thank you so much. 

Questio11 put and agreed to. 

Resolved, That thi s H o use do now adjo urn. 

A djoumed accordingly at l r~·o minutes to si.~ 
o' clocl~ sine die, pursuant to the R esolution of the 
House of Tuesday, 26th M arch, 1957. 

QUESTIONS AND \YRITTEN fu'lSWERS 

Question-

W.52. M . Abdullahi, Magajin Musawa 
asked the Chief Secre tary of the Federation:-

How soon wired radio distr ibutio n services 
will be extended to rura l areas. 

Anszcer--

The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 
I wou ld refer the hon. :\[ember to the reply 
which I gave on the 26th !.\larch to Question 
~o. W.I+9 (Official Rep,m. column 1+9 1 ). 

Question-

W.58. Alhaji Muhammadu, Sarkin 
Burmi Moriki asked the Chief Secretary of 
the Fede ration :-

If he will give the number of 1\igerian 
:\Iedical, H ealth, and Education Otncers and 
and Engineers respectively appointed by the 
Centr:tl or Federal Go,·ernmen t in the period 
1953 -57, and the number of ::\ ige rian women 
appo inted as :\' ursi ng Sis ters in the same 
period. 

.rl Jurcer-

The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 
T he numbers of Nige rian Officers in each 
category appointed by the Central or Federal 
G overnment in the period 1953-57 are as 
follows :-

Medical Officers 27 
Health Superintendents.. 1 
H ealth Sisters 1 
Nursing Superintendents 3 
Nursing Sisters . . 21 
Education Officers 13 
Engineers .. 21 

Of the twenty-one Engineers, thirteen were 
appointed to the Public Works Department 
and eight (including one re-engaged pensioner) 
were appointed to the Posts and Telegraphs 
Department. 

Question-

W.95. Mr J. A. Effiong asked the Chief 
Secretary of the Federation :-
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I f he will swte how many Africans in the 
:\" iue ria Police Fo rce arc now se rving 1n the 
se;ifJ r r:1nks and if he wi ll furnish a list o f thc1r 
names ant! their p ro vi nces of o rigin . 

.Anszcer-

The Chief Secre tary of the Fecteration : 
There are 72 .-\ fri can superio r police o ffice rs 1n 
the :\ ige ria Police Force, ir;cluding one supe r
numerary, of whom 70 arc :\ 1genans. 

I am send in"' the hon. :\[ember parti culars o f 
the ir names anJ pro ,·inces o f o rig in , o r countncs 
of o rigin in respect o f the two who arc no t 
!S'ige rians . 

Question-

W .l02. Mr L. A. N ing asked the Chict' 
Secreta ry o f the Federa tion:-

In ,·iew of the increase in Police cases, and the 
openi ng u p of _impor tcl nt. markets _i11 \\'urn 
Di ,·ision and :\ kam b c D I\'ISIOn , 1f _he \\Ill 
cons ide r increasing the number 0 1 poltcc 
constables in these Divis ions. 

Answer-
The Chief Secretary of the F e d e:ation : 

I am aware that inc reases in the es tabltshmcnt 
of the :\"ige ria Police Fo rce a t Wum and :\kambe 
are des irable, ant! the cbims o f these p~aces w1ll 
b~ card u ll ,- cons ide red when D r:~ t t Esur.u tcs 
fo r 193 S-S9 are being prepared . T he ihl i' .. 
\[embe r will have seen, howe,·er, from the 
~xobnato r\' mem orand um to He:~d 23 , Police, 
0 [ tn~ or:ll't E s tinl .llCS l 'J 57 -3'-' . th :lt _h::\ \' Y 
expend itu re is likely to be necessary to ~ m\)k 
mcnt Phase II '"'~ the Police re-orgamsauon 
plan, and the resources available for normal 
expansion will be limited. 

Question-
W.l07. Mr L. A. Ning asked the Chief 

Secretary of the Federation :-
If he is aware that the police stations in ~Vum 

and ::-;kambe Divisions are not well equipped 
with stationery ; and if he will remedy this ? 

Anm:er-
The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 

Towards the end of 1936 there was a temporary 
shortage of stationery at the police stati?ns at 
Wum and N k;uttbe (wh~ch I regret) but It was 
remedied by thf j beginnmg of this year. 

If he is awa re o f the crime wave in Okigwi 
D i,·is ion, part icularly the increase in crimes 
punishable with death ; and 1f he wdl po~ t a~ 
Assis t:mt S upenn tendent of Poltce to Ok1~" 1 
to a,·oid the inconvenience and delay enta1led 
in reques ting for ins tructions in c riminal 
matte rs fro m u muahia-Ibeku. 

• .J.ns-.cer-

The Chief Secretary of the Fe deration : 
Criminal s tatistics for the period 1st Apr il, 
193+, to 22nd ;\-larch, 1937, show that the to tal 
val ue of crime in O kigwi D iv is ion has decreased 
in the past twelve months and that the re has 
been no significant rise in the number of 
c:~p i t al offences. 

I ag ree, howe~·e r, that more police are 
required in this area, a~d there IS p rons10 n m 
the l93i -3S Es tima tes tor a detachment of the 
:\iucria Pol ice Force to be stationed at umu 
D~ru . This " ·ill mate rially ass ist in combating 
crime but I am afraid it will still be necessary 
to r;fer cases to U muahia-Ibeku . D elays 
sho uld be reduced when an o ffice r is availab le 
to fill a post in the Criminal Investigation 
D epartment at U muahia wh1ch IS at present 
vacant. 

Question-

\\'.119. ~[r T. A. Ajay i asked the Chief 
Secretary of the Federation :-

[ f he will state the present strength of the 
:\ igeri:~n :\aval Fo rce ; and \\·hat p ro posals 
he has for its expans1on. 

Answer-

The Chief Secretary of the Federation : 
Sir, the present vessels which we.re transfe rred 
from the old Marine to the N1geiran Naval 
Force on the 1st April, 1956, w~en it came. into 
existence, are shown in Append1x A to Sess10nal 
Paper No 6 o f 1936 on the es tablishment of 
the Force. 

Question-
W.l08. Mr F. E. Offor asked the Chief 

Secretary of the Federation :-

As regards proposals for its . expansio~, I 
made a statement to the House m Commtttee 
of Supply on March 23rd, whe~ H ead 604 of 
the Estimates-Part 1, Economtc Programme, 
sub-head 4 Defence-was being considered, 
about the 'result of my consultations with 
Vice-Admiral Sir G eoffrey Robson, the Com
mander-in-Chief, who recently paid a vis it 
to Lagos and the Nav~1 Depot a,r Apapa: The 
Admiral expressed himself sausfied With the 
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s ite and th~ work be ing d~e at the Depot 
and advised that t he best fo rm >O f initial tra ining 
is t raini ng asho re. H e recognised our need 
to get, as qu ickly as poss ible, na;·,d craft in 
which more advanced training can be don<.: , 
and which will be o f such a type that N igc ri:~ns 
will be able to take pride and satisfac tion in 
them, and that \\·ill make a usefu l cont rib u tion 
to defence. 

Ha,·ing seen our coasts ant! its probkms, 
however, the Admira l did no t ad vise that \\·e 
should acquire Seawa rd Defe nce Boats which 
was the G overnment's origina l in tentio n, 
but suggested tha t Go,·e rnment sho uld acquire 
m ine s \\·eeping craft to begin with . P rov ision 
o f £ 283,000 has b.:en made accordingly u ncle ~ 
a new item of expend iture under sub -head + 
of Head 605, to enab le orders to be pbc.:d 
immediately for wa rshi ps, guns and ammun i
tion, and for the construction o f a small 
ammunition magaz ine. But I would like to 
emphas ise that t his is only a token pro,·is ion 
and that by the end o f the Economic P rog ramm~ 
the N igeri an !S'aval Force would ~ requi re 
capital expend itu re of at least £ ! } mill ion 
in excess o f the o riginal pro,·ision o f £50,000 
fo r the period end ing 1959-60. 

All nan! craft are ,·c ry cxpc nsi\'e. .-\:; I 
have s tated in thi s Hous~ bdo r..:, a cru ise r 
not dis.>in1ih.l r to the Cc\·ion which \\·as 
recently he re, has recently r~- fi tted a t the cos t 
of £ + mill ion and len t to the :\cw z~aland 
1\avy. Such a ship \I'O u ld cos t about ;{I ll 
m illion to b:: i!d . It is obvio us the refor~ t!nc 
Nigeria canno t arfo rd many of these just yet. 
but Go,·c rnm~nt is hoping to get from the 
Admiralty, through the good offices o f the 
Admi r::l, shios that could be obta ined on free 
loan or on t~rms su ited to ou r purse. [ hnpc 
it would be possib le to lav befo re the Ho ust: 
a t its nex t mee ting fu ll dct:1ils o f the p roposal s 
which may be agreed with the l -ni tcd K ingdom 
Government. 

Question-

W.129. !VIr J. U. Udom asked the Chief 
Secretary of the Federation: -

If he will give the number of pe rsons in 
N igeria who applied to sit for the :\rm1· 
Entrance Examination (:\os . 1-7) to th~ 
R egular Officers' S pecial T raininu School a t 
Accra, of these the nu m ber who ac~uallv sat fo r 
the examinat ion , and the number \\'hfJ fa iled at 

the inten· iew bdor<.: the Distric t Selection 
Board. 

.':! nsr~·er-

The Chie f Secre tary of the F e d eration : 
Th~ exact number o r candidates who .1pplic.J 
to t a k~ the .-\nnv Ent rance Ex:uninat ions :\os . 
l -7 is no t kno \\' ~ bu t th <.: n1unbc r fJ t applic·.m :s 
who sat fo r the examinatio ns is 2+0 and t 't•c 

numb<.:r of those who pass~d is :)ri . Of the ":·. 
the num b<.: r o f appl ica ,1ts ,-.- h,> fai k J o r d id ;: ; c 
repo rt fo r the Force Sd ~c t io n Goards :\•Js. 
l -7 is +6 and t h~ number .,~- thos·: 1\'hC> p ~ ! · 

ce<.:ded to the Regular OHic~r; ' ;:ipeci:ll T rain::: ; 
School at .-\cera is +l! . 

Qucstion-
W .130. Mr J. U. Udo m . 1 ~ k~d the Chd 

S ecre tary of t h ~ f ~de rat io n : - · 

I f h<.: \\· il l state h•l\1' !ILtl l '· p-: :·,ons r:··•:" 
:\igeria attc nd i n~ t h-.: R~ . .£ L~Ltr ·u i:: ... · ~ ~· .j ' :)p \,; ..: :.~ : 
T ra ining Schoo l at :\ cera ha ~:~ bt.: l' n ..:xpdk-1 
befo re th<.: com plet ion nf the cour:;c,; , ind ica:!ot-z 
the r.:aso ns fo t· tb ~ ir expuls io n. -

Ansrcer-

The Chie f Secretarv of the F t: d e ration : 
Four Olli ccr cadets h :~ ,-~ b~ ~ n s~n t J o \\· n fr•rCI 
the Regula r O t'nccrs ' ::ip.:c!al T rc1 inin;:: Sc:1ool 
at .-\cera--o ne to r di scin l i n :~ r,- r~ :IS i H13 ~ ~~ J thre~ 

~:~~~~~~- t ' l ~r : :'~c~·1 ;;7;:; ~:.! . \~;·:. ~ ~~~· : ,:~ :·, ,:-~~~i \'~:~;~ 
.-\ fri ca rl r_; tl\·:..: rnrn ent-5 i-s now t ht: ;.tuthu rit\· :·(J ~ 
diocipl ine and , excep t fo r discip linary re3~· J ! : s . 
al l office r cadds 11·il l b~ :d lo11·cd to co m plete ' ''" 
fu ll cour5\! .tt r:h.: ::l ~ i 1oo l b~.:r·t ) rc t :-t.: ': art.! in tl.·:-
, ·iel\'cd by th~ Final Sdect ion Go.1rJ . 

Qllcstion-

W .131. Mr J. U. Udom asked the C hic: i 
Secretary of the Federation :-

H ow many persons from !S'igeria \\'ere 
rejected by the F ina l Selection 13 ua rd in con
nection 1\' ith the courses at the Regular Office rs' 
S pecial Training School at .-\ce ra, indicat ino; 
why they were rejected . 

Ans~•·er-

The Chief Secretary of the Fede ration : 
The number of Officer cade ts who \\·ere 
rejected by the Final Selection Board is s ix . 
The reason for their failure is tha t they we n.: 
found untit for further training. 

Qllestion-

W.l32. Mr J. U . Udom as ked the Chie i 
Secreta ry o f the Fede ration :-
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