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Executive Summary 

In early February 2026, the Senate of the Federal Republic of Nigeria passed the Electoral Act 
(Repeal and Re-enactment) Amendment Bill 2026, but reported to have rejected a proposed 

amendment that would have mandated real-time electronic transmission of polling unit results 
to the Independent National Electoral Commission’s (INEC) Result Viewing (IReV) portal 

immediately after voting. Instead, the Senate retained the status quo from the Electoral Act 2022, 
which allows electronic transmission only in the manner prescribed by INEC, without a specific 
requirement for real-time uploads from polling units.  

Critics argue this decision weakens electoral transparency and may undermine public confidence 

in the 2027 general elections. This brief examines the legal background, assesses the impacts of 
the Senate’s decision, and offers legislative recommendations to strengthen electoral integrity. 

To enhance transparency and public trust in future elections, the National Assembly especially 
the Senate and its Committee on Independent National Electoral Commission and Electoral 
Matters may wish to consider the following: 

i. Revise Section 60 (or its replacement clause) to explicitly mandate real-time 

electronic transmission of results from polling units to the IReV portal, subject to: 
defined timelines (e.g., within 60–120 minutes after polling ends) and technica l 

allowances for network coverage challenges, with clear fallback protocols. 
ii. Strengthen sanctions against presiding officers and officials who fail to comply with 

real-time transmission requirements — e.g., fines, suspension, or disqualificat ion 

from future electoral roles. 

 

1. Introduction 

Credible elections are foundational to 
democratic governance. Nigeria’s Electoral 
Act 20221 introduced provisions for the 

electronic transmission of results, aiming to 
reduce manipulations associated with 
manual processes and improve 

transparency. However, ambiguity in the 
                                                                 
1 2022 Electoral Act. PLAC, retrieved from: 
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content/uploads/2022/02/Electoral-Act-2022.pdf  
2 Anichukwueze, D. (2024). Why 2023 Presidential 
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law’s language particularly regarding real-

time electronic transmission has enabled 
continued gaps in electoral integrity, as 

seen in the 2023 general elections when 
results uploads were delayed, partial, or 
inconsistent2. In response, the House of 

Representatives proposed an amendment to 
explicitly mandate real-time electronic 

uploads from polling units3. The reported 
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Senate’s rejection of that amendment has 

sparked significant debate about Nigeria’s4 
commitment to transparent, technology-
enabled elections in 2027. 

This brief examines the legal background, 

assesses the impacts of the Senate’s 
decision, and offers legisla t ive 

recommendations to strengthen electoral 
integrity. 

 2. Legal Framework: The Electoral Act 

2022 

The Electoral Act 2022 governs electoral 

processes in Nigeria. Relevant provisions 

include: 

Section 60 which provides for the counting 

and transmission of results. As stipulated in 

the Electoral Act 2022, the presiding officer 

must count votes at the polling unit and 

record them on prescribed forms. After 

signing and stamping results forms (Form 

EC8A)5, the presiding officer shall transfer 

the results, including accredited voter 

counts and ballot results, “in a manner as 

prescribed by the Commission (INEC).” 

Electronic transmission was included as 

part of the overarching transfer 

mechanism, but the Act does not mandate 

real-time transmission from polling units.  

This language gives INEC discretion over 

how results are electronically transmitted 

without a strict legal timeline or real-time 
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Senate passes Electoral Bill 2026, retains rules on e-

transmission. Guardian Nigeria, retrieved from: 
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5 2022 Electoral Act. PLAC, retrieved from: 

https://placng.org/i/wp-
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6 Vanguard. (February 4, 2026). Senate rejects 

mandatory electronic transmission; Akpabio says 

obligation, creating enforcement 

ambiguity. 

3. Senate Amendment Bill 2026 and E-

Transmission Debate 

During the Senate’s consideration of the 

2026 Electoral Amendment Bill a proposal 

to include a clause requiring mandatory 

real-time electronic transmission of results 

from polling units to the INEC IReV portal 

was tabled6. The Senate voted against this 

amendment, instead retaining the Electoral 

Act’s existing wording that defers to 

INEC’s prescribed methods. Senate 

leadership later on clarified that electronic 

transmission was not removed from the 

law, but a real-time requirement was not 

adopted.  

4. Impact of Rejecting Real-Time E-

Transmission on the 2027 General 

Elections 

i. Perceptions of Transparency and 

Credibility: The perception of credible 

elections is as important as their actual 

conduct. Real-time e-transmission helps 

reduce opportunities for tampering 

between polling unit results and collation 

centres. By rejecting this mandate, the 

Senate may inadvertently increase public 

scepticism about the transparency of 

results. Also it may perpetuate narratives 

of “results manipulation” similar to those 

that trailed the 20237 polls. Additionally, 

results upload still allowed. Vanguard newspaper 

publication, 

https://www.vanguardngr.com/2026/02/breaking-

senate-rejects-mandatory-electronic-transmission-

of-election-results/  
7 Yiaga Africa. (2024). Dashed hope? Yiaga Africa 

Report on the 2023 Nigeria’s General Election. 

Yiaga, retrieved from: https://yiaga.org/wp-

content/uploads/2023/07/Dashed-Hopes-Yiaga-

Africa-Report-on-the-2023-General-Elect ion_.pdf  
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this can reduce confidence among youth, 

civil society, and international observers. 

ii. Practical Vulnerabilities: Without a 

clear legal obligation INEC may delay 

electronic uploads, whether due to 

logistical choices or inconsistent 

network coverage. Political actors may 

exploit the gap to question or contest 

results not uploaded in real time. 

Elections in areas with weak 

infrastructure could see greater 

manipulation or dispute. These 

vulnerabilities could spark post-

election litigation and unrest, delaying 

finalisation of results and weakening 

governance continuity. 

iii. Operational Disincentives for Reform: 

The rejection of real-time transmiss ion 

suggests a lack of consensus among 

lawmakers about technologica l 

mandates, which could slow down 

further reforms needed to strengthen 

electoral technology frameworks. 

Signal hesitancy to impose operational 

requirements that would bind INEC 

and electoral officials. Further 

institutionalise a system where 

technology remains optional rather 

than compulsory. 

5. Areas for Legislative Intervention 

To enhance transparency and public trust in 

future elections, the National Assembly 

especially the Senate and its Committee on 

Independent National Electoral 

Commission and Electoral Matters may 

wish to consider the following: 

i. Revise Section 60 (or its replacement 

clause) to explicitly mandate real-time 

electronic transmission of results from 

polling units to the IReV portal, subject 

to: defined timelines (e.g., within 60–

120 minutes after polling ends) and 

technical allowances for network 

coverage challenges, with clear fallback 

protocols. 

ii. Strengthen sanctions against presiding 

officers and officials who fail to comply 

with real-time transmiss ion 

requirements — e.g., fines, suspension, 

or disqualification from future electoral 

roles. 

iii. Advise the INEC Chairman on the need 

to work with the Nigerian 

Communications Commission (NCC) 

and INEC to set geographica l 

benchmarks for network readiness and 

deploy alternative technologies for 

persistently weak areas. 

iv. Create a joint Parliamentary technology 

oversight Committee to monitor INEC’s 

deployment of electoral technology and 

report publicly before and after elections. 
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