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POWERS OF SUMMONS AND APPOINTMENTS’ RATIFICATION
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Abstract

The legislature as First Estate of the realm represents citizens and sovereignty. It makes
the law, serve as checks on the activities of the executive (oversight) and represent the
citizens in constituencies. The responsibility of the Parliaments is to guarantee that
accountability and transparency of government activities are maintained in order to curb
misuse of public funds, corruption, while effecting good practices. It also scrutinizes the
nominees for top government positions by the executive arm while it ensures that the
requests sent by the executive are properly examined in order to avoid inefficiency and
non-performance. However, the paper relying on secondary research method and data
gathering discover that limited political will by legislators, inadequate funds,
deteriorating infrastructural facilities, pressure from the Executive, predominance of
inexperience legislators in the art of lawmaking and the tendency to place a higher
premium of personal and pecuniary interests at the expense of public interests are
antithetical to the effective legislative power of summons and appointment ratification in
the National Assembly. Therefore, the paper recommended that there is a need for
legislators to shun mediocrity and rise above pecuniary, sectional and party interests in
favour of the protection of democracy and its practices.

Introduction

The increasing demand for good governance within the political framework of
democracy by international organizations, civil society and the citizens make the
oversight functions of the legislative arm of government imperative to the
deepening of democratic governance. Oversight of the executive by the legislature
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