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vill Preface

Constitution came into effect. Consequently no such order had then

been made. The edition does, however, state the law in terms of the

1963 Constitution, The formal alterations necessitated by it, have

been made under item 15 of the powers conferred on me by the Revised
Edition (Laws of Eastern Nigeria) Law, 1961, and set out in its First
Schedule.

The marginal references make use of abbreviations, and a list of
them and their meanings is given at the end of this preface.

Some Laws when enacted were called the “Eastern Region so and
so Law”, such as the Eastern Region Agricultural Law, the Eastern
Region Forest Law, and were adapted by an Order of the kind men-
tioned above so that they became the “Eastern Nigeria so and so Law’’.
Every Law could be, appropriately, entitled the Eastern Nigeria so and
so Law, especially those about matters, which are also the matters of
Laws in other Regions of the Federation. But “Eastern Nigeria”
was not included in the short title of all of them. In this edition, for
the sake of uniformity, “Eastern Nigeria” has been omitted from the
title of a Law except where it is part of the name of a statutory corpora-
tion created by the Law.

The titles of a few other Laws have been changed, for example that

of the former Nigerian Legal Practitioners Ordinance. Only a small

part of it now has effect as a Regional Law. That small part has nothing
to do with legal practitioners but is aimed at people other than legal
practitioners who presume to draw up conveyances of land and such
like for reward. The Law has been given a new title “Land Instru-
ments Preparation Law”. Footnotes draw attention to changes of
titles.

At the end of Volume I is an alphabetical index of the Laws of all
the Volumes.

The subsidiary legislation is not printed separately, in Volumes
after those of the Laws, as was usual in Nigeria until the 1959 edition
of the Laws of Western Nigeria. Instead (as in that 1959 Western
edition) it is printed next after the end of the Law under which it was
made, with one exception. Where there,is more than one kind of
subsidiary legislation made under a Law, the headings of the right-hand
pages show the kind of subsidiary legislation and the headings change
as often as the kind of subsidiary legislation does. It is thought that
this will make it easier to find what is being looked for.






List of Abbreviations used in this edition

Cap. .

L. of N. 1948 Cap. ...

Fed. Cap.

N,
E.R.N.
E.R.L.N.
ENLN. ..
EN.L.G.N. ...
N.L.N.

P.N. ...

O.1n C.

Chapter of this Edition.

Chapter of the 1948 Edition of the Laws of
Nigeria.

Chapter of the 1958 Edltlon of the Laws of the

Federation of N;gerla and Lagos.
Nigeria Ordinance or Act.
Law of the Eastern Region of Nigeria.

‘Law of Eastern Nigeria.

Eastern Region of Nigeria Legal Notice.
Eastern Nigeria Legal Notice.

Eastern Nigeria Local Government Notice.
Nigeria Legal Notice. |
Public Notice.

Order in Council.
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2. To consolidate into one Law any two or more Laws iu pari maleria,
1aking the alterations rendered necessary by that and afhxing such date
> that Law as may scem most convenient.

- 3. To alter the order of sections in a Law, and, in all cases where it
nay appear to be necessary, to renumber sections.

k. To alter the form or arrangement of a section, by—

a) transferring words,

b) combining it in whole or in part with another section or other
sections, or

¢) dividing it into two or more subsections,

5. To divide laws, whether or not consolidated, into Parts and Divisions.

). To transfer a provision contained in an enactment from that enactment
another enactment to which the Commissioner considers that it more
perly belongs.

'. To arrange the laws, whether or not consolidated, in a group or
uence that may be convenient.

). To alter the word “Ordinance” to the word “Law” in the long title
short title of any Ordinance and where such alteration is made to aiter
ordingly any reference to the enactment concerned in any other Law,
der, Regulation, Rule, Rule of Court, direction or any other instrument
ring the effect of law.

), To add a title, or short title, to a law which may require it, and to
ir the title or short title of a law.

.0. To supply or alter marginal notes,

1. To supply or alter tables of contents.

2. To correct cross references.

3. To shorten and simplify the phraseology of an enactment.

4. To correct grammatical and typographical errors in laws and, for
t purpose, to make verbal additions, alterations or omissions not affecting
meaning of a law. )

N ..
5. To make such formal alterations as to localities, names, offices
Lotherwise as may be necessary to bring a law into conformity with the
:umstances of Eastern Nigeria or a part thereof.

6. To make such adaptations of, or other amendments to, enactments
nay appear to be necessary or proper as a consequence of a change in the
istitution of a part of the Commonwealth,

7. To do all things relating to form and method appearing to him to
necessary for the perfecting of the revised edition.



The Revised Edition
_ (Laws of Eastern Nigeria) Law, 1961

X1X

Column 1

Section 4
Section 6'
Whole
r Ordinance
r .
d Section 2
er
. Section 2

ster”’,

SECOND SCHEDULE —continued
Column 2
Change of Titles Ordinance (Cap. 30)

Delete the section and substitute—

““Change 4, Whenever any change of any title of a

in titles of  suplic office is made the Governor may by

public . . .

offices. order direct that wherever the former title
may appear in the enactments in force in
Eastern Nigeria on the date of such order
there shall be substituted the new title of
such public office.”

Delete the section and substitute—

“Change in 6. Whenever any change of the title of

gg?g]‘ etc,. 2 department or Ministry or of any branch

titles. | of any department or Ministry is made the
Governor may by order direct that wherever
the former title may appear in the enactments
in force in Eastern Nigeria on the date of
such order therc shall be substituted the
new title of such department or Ministry or
branch thereof.”

Cinematograph Ordinance (Cap. 32)

Delete “Governor’” and “Governor in Council” wherever

these words occur and substitute “Minister”’.

Coroners Ordinance (Cap. 41)

In its proper alphabetical order iusert the following new

definition—

“‘local government council’ means a council
established or deemed to have becn established under
any written law relating to local government in LEastern
Nigeria;”.

Criminal Code (Cap. 42)
(i) Insert in their proper alphabetical order the following

new definitions—

“‘Act’ means an enactment of Parliament of Federal
application or any other enactment which has effect as
such; - .

“‘customary court’ means a court established, or
deemed to have Dbeen established, under any law
authorizing the establishment of customary courts.

“‘Law’ means an enactment of the Legislature of
Eastern Nigeria or any other enactment which has
effect as such;
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(3) Where in—
(@) an enactment, or

() document of any kind,
reference is made to an enactment repealed or otherwise
affected by the operation of this Law, that reference shall,
where necessary and practicable, be construed as applying
to the corresponding enactment contained in the revised
edition.

- 10. (1) As soon as practicable after completion of the
revised edition, the Commissioner shall transmit a copy
thereof to the Minister who shall lay the copy on the tables
of the Legislative Houses of Eastern Nigeria.

(2) On the passing of a resolution of the Houses authorizing
him to do so, the Governor may, by proclamation, order that
the revised edition shall come into force on a date to be fixed
by him.

(3) Notwithstanding subsections (1) and (2), the Governor
may, upon the passing of a resolution of the Houses auth-
orizing him to doso, bring into force by proclamation such part
of the revised edition as may, from time to time, be completed
and published.

(4) Section 9 shall apply to the part so brought into force.

11. (1) One copy of each volume of the revised edition
shall be—

(a) dated and signed by the Commissioner and by the
Minister, respectively, and

(b) sealed with the Public Seal of Eastern Nigeria.

(2) The copy -shall be transmitted to the Chief Justice of
Eastern Nigeria who shall deposit it amongst the records of
the High Court.

12. (1) Copies of the revised edition shall be distributed
among such persons, authorities, Ministries and Institutions
as the Minister may direct.

(2) Copies thereof may be distributed, without cost, to
territories with. whom reciprocal arrangements are entered
into to the satlsfactlon of the Minister,

“
-~

Bringing
revised
edition into
force.

Signature
and trans-
mission of
copy.

Distribution
of copies.
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SECOND SCHEDULE — continued

Column 1 Column 2
n Section 146 (7) In paragraph (f) delete *“‘Native Authority” and
ts substitute “‘local government council”’.
Y (#) Delete paragraph (g) and substitute—
1 “(g) property belonging to a woman who has contrac-
’ ted a marriage under the Marriage Act or a
n marriage recognized as a valid marriage under
he the law of any country may be stated as belonging
: _ to such married woman”’.
nd . Sections 225, Delete ““Governor” wherever the word occurs and
231, 233, substitute “‘Minister of Justice”.
234 and
de 235
Section 272 Delete “Governor’ and substitute “Nlinister”,
nd ' Section 312 Delete ‘“The magistrate shall examine the witness” and
substitute ‘““T'he witness shall be examined”.
Section 328 Delete “‘as may be made by the High Court of Justice in
' England under any powers vested therein”, and substitute
ra. . © ‘“‘as could have been made by High Court of Justice in
, . England on the 30th day of September, 1960”".
" Section 335 Delete “‘in Council”,—
nd Section 363 Delete the section and substitute—
. “363. In so far as this Law does not make provision
1ng for any matter of practice or procedure in any criminal
proceeding or trial to which it applies, the practice and
aral procedure therefor, which was in force in England on
fect the 30th day of September, 1960, shall apply thereto”.
' Sections 364 - Delete the sections.
and 365 v
tl}lle : Section 369 Next after section 369, add the following new section—
fm; “369a. Sections 370 to 375 shall apply where the
’ sentence of death has been passed for an offence in
on’ ' respect of which the power of pardon is vested in the
eral ' Governor”,
Sections 370, Delete subsection (2) of section 370 and sections 371 and
. 371 and 372 and substitute—
géé 372 370 (2) The presiding judge shall at the same time

ade send a copy of the finding and sentence and of the notes

' of evidence and of his report to the member of the
Executive Council designated under subsection (2) of
section 46 of the Constitution of Eastern Nigeria
(hereinafter called the designated Minister).

fore ‘ 371. The Governor after receiving the advice of the
47, o .7 designated Minister shall make such order as may be
’ requisite.,
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SECOND SCHEDULE — continued
Column | Column 2

372. The designated Minister shall send a copy of the -
Governor’s Order to the Judge who presided over the
trial or to his successor in office and such order to be
entered in the record of the court,”

Section 374 (7) Next after “‘by telegraph” insert “by the designated
Minister’’;

(#) Delete “telegraph to the Governor’ and substitute
“telegraph to the designated Minister”.

Section 376 In subsection (6), ‘delete “Governor” and substitute
“designated Minister”.
Section 378 Delete the section.
Fourth In each of the Form of Order for Execution and the
Schedule Form of Order for Commutation of sentence, delete the

third recital and substitute—

“And whereas I have been advised by the member of
the Executive Council designated in that behalf”,

Crown Lands Ordinance (Cap. 45)

Whole Delete ““Governor” wherever the word occurs and
Ordinance  substitute *“‘Minister”, :
except
sections 3
and 45
Section 2 Delete the definition of “Crown Land’ and substiiute—

‘“‘State land’ means all public lands in Eastern
Nigeria which were on the 30th day of September, 1960,
subject to the control of Her Majesty and held for a
public purpose and all land thereafter acquired by or on
behalf of the Government of Eastern Nigeria and held-
for any such purpose,”.

Section 4 (7) Renumber the section as subsection (1) of section 4;

(71} In subsection (1), as renumbered, delete the comma
and all words following ““an indefinite term”’;

(#if) Add the following new subsection—

“(2) Subject to the regulations made under this
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. l SECOND SCHEDULE —continued

Column 1 Colunmn 2

Regulations under section 37 of Crown Lands Ordinance
(Regulations 34 of 1918)

Whole (7) Delete “*Governor” wherever the word occurs and
Regulations  substitute ‘“Minister’’;
except the
Schedule

(i) Delete “non-European occupation lease” wherever
the words occur and substitute “occupation lease”,

Regulation 1 In paragraph (d), delete ““to a non-European’”;

Regulation 4 ({) In paragraph (2) under the heading “A—Covenants”
and paragraph (b) under the heading “B-—Conditions”,
delete “natives” and substitute “inhabitants’;

(#7) In paragraph (¢) under the heading “B-—Conditions”

- (a) In its item (7), delete “‘natives” and substitute
“‘persons living therein”;

(b) Delete ““and placed at least 440 yards from nearest
European residence”’;

(##%) In paragraph (d) under the same heading ‘B’

(a) delete, except in the proviso,” “natives” and
“native’” and substitute, respectively, “inhabitants”
and ‘“‘any such inhabitant”,

(b) in the proviso, delete ‘“natives” and substitute
“persons”’.

Destruction of Mosquitoes Ordinance (Cap. 52)

Whole Delete “Governor” wherever the word occurs and
Ordinance  substitute “Minister”.

Section 18 Delete “Regional Director of Medical Services” and
substitute “Minister”.

Section 20 In subsection (2), delete ‘“Governor in Council” and
: substitute ‘‘Minister”.

Diseases of Animals Ordinance (Cap. 55)

Section 2 Delete “Governor” wherever the word occurs and
: substitute “Minister”,

Section 3 Delete “Governor in Council” and substitute “Minister”.
Diseases of Animals Regulations, 1917 (Regulations 7 of 1918)

Whole Delete “native authority” wherever these words occur
Regulations  and substitute “local government council”,
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Column 1

Section 10

Section 14

Section 2

Section 12

Whole
Ordinance

Section 25

SECOND SCHEDULE
(Section 8)
TaBLr OF MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS
Column 2
Laws .oF NiGeria (1948 Eprtion)
Adulteration of Produce Ordinance (Cap. 9)

Delete “Governor or any officer authorized by him on
that hehalf”” and substitute “Minister”’.

Delete “Governor in Council” and substitute *Minister”,
Anatomy Ordinance (Cap. 11)
Delete “A Director of Medical Services’” and substitute
“the Minister”.
Delete “Governor in Council’” and substitute “Minister”’,
Assessment Ordinance (Cap. 16)

Delete ““Governor” wherever the word occurs and
substitute “Minister”,

Delete “Governor in Council” and substitute “Minister”’.

Births, Deaths and Burials Ordinance (Cap. 20)

Section 2

Section 3

Sections 3 (2),
36,37,38
and 48

Sections 44
and 43

Section 2
Sections 3, 4
and 8

Section 9

In its proper alphabetical order insert the following new
definition-—

“‘Principal Registrar’ means the Principal Registrar
appointed under section 4 of the Births, Deaths and
Burials Act;”.

In subsection (1)— ,

(i) Delete “non-natives” and substiiufe “‘persons other
than citizens of Nigeria’;

(#) Delete “in Council”,

Delete “Governor in Council” and substitute “Minister.— - -

Delete “Governor’ and substitute ‘Minister'’,

Census Ordinance (Cap. 29)

Delete “in Council”’.
Delete “Governor” and substitute ‘“Minister”,

Delete “‘Governor in Council” and substitute **Minister’,
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SECOND SCHEDULE —continued
Column 1. Column 2
ection 9 (?) In paragraph (a)—
(@) Delete sub-paragraph (¢ii);
(4) in sub-paragraph (iv), delete the proviso;

(é) In paragraph (c), delete ““(not exceeding double that
prescribed for other tenements of the same value)”.

ections 14 Delete the sections.
and 15
ection 16 Delete *“Governoy in Council’” and substitute “‘Minister”’.

Waterworks (Waste Prevention) Regulations (Regulations 4 of 1944)

‘irst (¢) In paragraph 10, delete ““1933” and substitute “1956.
Schedule (i7) In paragraph 17, delete “and drawings appended
hereto™.

(iii) Delete the drawings appended to the Schedule.

Waterworks (Rental of Meters) Regulations (Regulattons 72 of 1944)

Vhole Delete the whole Regulations,
Regulations

Urban Water Supply Regulations (E.N.L.N. 32 of 1960)

Regulation 6 After “by the Water Authority”, add “at the rate mien-
tioned in regulation 4.

\
» . . . . .
Wild Animals Preservation Ordinance (Cap. 232)

Whole Delete “Governor’ and “Governor in Council” wherever

Ordinance  the words occur and substitute “*Minister”,

except

section 2
Section 2 Delete the section and substitute-—-

2. The Governor may by order suspend the opera-
tion of this Law or of any of the provisions thercof,
cither as to the whole of Eastern Nigeria or as to any
part thereof.”

Section 3 Insert in its proper alphabetical order, the following new
definition—

“‘Government’ means the Government of Llastern
Nigeria;”.

Yellow Fever and Infections Diseases (Lnmunization) Ordinunce (Cap. 230)
Whole Delete “‘Governor”, “Governor in  Council” and
Ordinance  “Director of Medical Services”” wherever the words occur
except and in each case subsirtute ‘“‘Minister”.

section 11
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SECOND SCHEDULE — continued

mn 1 Column 2 )
High Court Law, 1955 (No. 27 of 1955)
n2 In the definition “law officer”, delete ‘‘the Deputy

Commissioner for Law Revision” and substitute “the Legal
Draftsman, the Deputy Legal Draftsman’.

ns 3 In each section, delefe ‘‘of the Federation of Nigeria”.
9
n 10 Delete “‘authorities vested” and substitute “authorities

which were on the 30th day of September, 1960, vested”.

ns 15 Delete “for the time being” and substitute ‘“which were
16 on the 30th day of September, 1960"".

ns 17 Delete the sections.

18

n 25 Delete the section and substitute—

“25. A judgment of any Court of competent jurisdic-
tion at any time established by law may, in respect of the
same subject matter, be pleaded as a defence to any
proceedings commenced in Eastern Nigeria by the
unsuccessful party”.

n3l, Delete ““as may be imposed’ and substetute “‘as could on
the 30th day of September, 1960, have been imposed”.
n 35 - Delete the section and substitute—

“35. For the purposes of section 53 of the Constitution
of Eastern Nigeria, the Court shall have appellate
jurisdiction to hear and determine appeals from sub-
ordinate Courts in accordance with the provisions of
any written law relating thereto”.

n 43 In subsection (3), delete ““The Governor on the recom-
mendation of the” and substitute ‘“’The”.

n 54 Delete ‘‘as may be heard” and substitute ““as could on the
30th day of September, 1960, have been heard”.

n 68 Delete “‘as are performed” and substitute *‘as were on the
30th day of September, 1960, performed”.

ns 74, Delete the sections.

77,78, A

80, 81,

83

84

n75s Delete “‘and shall perform the same duties and exercise

the same functions as a notary public in England”’,

High Court Rules, 1955 (E.R.L.N. 276 of 1955)

X (?) In rule 1, delete “Governor” where the word oceurs
in paragraph (e) and in paragraph (f) and substitute, in
paragraph (e) “appropriate authority or Ministry”, and
in paragraph (f) “appropriate authority”;
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SECOND SCHEDULE — continued
T 1 Column 2
on 8 Delete the section and substitute—-

“8. For the purposes of this Law the Public Service
Comumission may appoint such Inspectors and such
other officers as may be considered necessary”’.

Lducation Law, 1956 (No. 28 of 1956)

on 25 Delete subsection (3) and substitute—

“(3) Subject to the provisions of this Law, a voluntary
agency may establish schools and institutions.

(4) Any school or institution established by a local
government council or a voluntary agency prior to the
commencement of this Law shall be deemed to be a
local government school or institution or a voluntary
agency school or institution established under this Law™,

on 51 In subsection (3), delete “shall permit” and substitute
“shall in any event if requested by the teacher permit”,

Laws oF THE EASTERN Recron or NIGERIA, 1958 Vorunme
Children and Young Persons Law, 1958 (No. 6 of 195%)

on 2. Insert in its proper alphabetical order the following new
definition—-

“ ‘whipped’ and ‘corporal punishment’ mean whipped

and a whipping, respectively, with a light rod, cane or

birch which shall be of patterns approved by the

Minister;”’.
Riot Damages Law, 1958 (No. 9 of 1958)
ons 12, Delete “‘Governor” wherever the word occurs and
, 16, 18 substitute “Minister”.

420
Laws oF THE EASTERN ReGIoN or NIGeria, 1959 Vorunie
Classificatton of Chiefs Law, 1959 (No. 14 of 1959)
ons 4 Delete ““in Council”,

d5
Legislative Houses Law, 1959 (No. 16 of 1959)

on 21 Delete the section and substitute—

“21. The House and the members thereof shall hold,
enjoy and exercise, in addition to the privileges, immunities
and powers conferred upon it and them by this Law,
the privileges, immunities and powers, which were on the
30th day of September, 1960, held, enjoyed, and exercised
by the Commons House of the Parliament of the United
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SECOND SCHEDULE — continued
m 1 Column 2
Laws oF EasTERN NiGERia, 1961 VOLUME

University of Nigeria Law, 1961 (No. 21 of 1961)

e Law Delete “Governor in Council” wherever these words
occur and substitute ‘‘Governor”.

Laws oF EasTErN NIGERIA, 1962 VOLUME
Finance Law, 1962 (No. 5 of 1962)

n 34 In subsection (5), delete “Act’”” wherever the word occurs
- and substitute “‘Ordinance”,
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(Authorized Omissions) Order, 1964

SCHEDULE — continued

1 2
Ordinances and Laws Extent of

Harcourt Town Council (Power of Surcharge) Law,
)52, No. 4 of 1952 (E.R.N.) ... ... The whole.

ive Authorities (Audit of Accounts) Law, 1952, No. 5
N 1952 (E.R.N.)... The whole.

_mn ive Courts (Interim Pr0v1510ns) Law, 1960, No. 12
the 71960 (E.R.N.)... .. .- . ... The whole.

by current appropriation Laws ... ... The whole.

WS

Ordinances and Laws amending any of the above ... The whole.

Appointed Date Notice ENLN. 34

2ursuant to subsection (2) of section 4 of the Revised
ition (Laws of Eastern Nigeria) Law, 1961, the Minister
Justice and Attorney-General has been pleased, on the
ommendation of the Commissioner for Law Revision, to
point the 1st day of October, 1963, to be the appomted
te for the purposes of the Revised Edition (Laws of Eastern
geria) Law, 1961,

7, 18,
d 43,

w







Chronological Table of Ordinances and Laws

xlvi

CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE

NIGERIA ORDINANCE, 1947

Title
Road Traffic

Remarks

Now Chapter 116.

1948 EbrrioN L.aws oF NIGERIA

Administration (Real Estate) ...
- Administrator-General ...

Adulteration of Produce
Agriculture

Anatomy ...
Appointment and Deportation of
Chiefs

Arbitration

Assessment . .
Authentication of Ordinances ...
Bills of Sale
Births, Deaths and Burials
Building Lines Regulation

Census
Change of Titles...
Children and Young Persons

Cinematograph ...

_ Collective Punishment ...
Commissions-of Inquiry
Co-operative Societies ...

Coroners ...
Criminal Code
Criminal Procedure
Crown Lands
Cultivated Oil Palm

Destruction of Mosquitoes

Now Chapter 3.

Repealed by E.N. No. 17 of
1961. .

Now Chapter 5.

Repealed by N. No. 37 of
1948.

Now Chapter 9.

Ceased to apply to Eastern
Nigeria (E.R. No. 19 of
1956).

Now Chapter 10,

Now Chapter 11.
Repealed by N. 8 of 1950.
Scheduled omission.

Now Chapter 14,

Ceased to apply to Eastern
Nigeria (E.N. No. 22 of
1960).

Now Chapter 17.
Now Chapter 18.

Ceased to apply to Eastern
Nigeria (E.R. No. 6 of 1958).

Now Chapter 20.
Now Chapter 22,
Now Chapter 24.

Ceased to apply to Eastern
Nigeria (E.R. No. 17 of
1956).

Now Chapter 29,
Now Chapter 30.
Now Chapter 31.
Now Chapter 122,

Repealed by E.R. No. 13 of
1952,

Now Chapter 85,







Chronological Table of Ordinances and Laws

Cap.

123
124

127
132
136

137~

140
141

142
144

145
148

149
152

155

162
163

165
166
167
168
169
170
175
176

1948 EprrioN Laws or NIGERIA — continued

Title
Magistrates’ Courts (Appeals) ...
Magistrates’ Courts (Civil Pro-
cedure)

Markets ...

Midwives. ..

Moneylenders

Motor Traffic

Native Authority

Native Children (Custody dlld
Reformation)

Native Courts
Native Lands Acqmsmon

Native Liquor (Townships and
Certain Areas)

Newspapers

Niger Lands Transfer ...

Nigeria Local Development
Board

Nigeria Town and Country
Planning

Oaths and Affirmations ...
Official Qaths

Pawnbrokers

Peace Preservation
Petitions of Right
Petroleum

Pharmacy...

Piers
Prevention of Crimes
Printing Presses Regulation

Private Hospitals

Remarks
Repealed by E.N. 1964, No. 3.
Repealed by E.N. 1964, No, 3.

Scheduled omission.
Now Chapter 83.
Now Chapter 84.

Repeated by N. No.
1947.

Scheduled omission.

43 of

Ceased to apply to Eastern
Nigeria (E.R. No. 6 of
1958).

Scheduled omission.

Ceased to apply to Eastern
Nigeria (E.R. No. 11 of
1958).

Scheduled omission.

Repealed by E.R. No. 24 of
1955,

Now Chapter 87.

Repealed by N,
1949,

Now Chapter 126.

No. 14 of

Ceased to apply to Lastern
Nigeria (E.R. No. 35 of
1955),

Ceased to apply to Bastern
Nigeria (E.R. No. 2 of
1955).

Now Chapter 90.

Now Chapter 91,

Now Chapter 93.

Now Chapter 9+.

Now Chapter 95,

Now Chapter 96.

Now Chapter 99,

Repealed by E.R. No. 24 of
1955,

Repealed by E.R. N

o, 13 of
1955,
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No.

16

33

37

1%

6

12
15
19
21

22

NIGERIA ORDINANCES, 1949 — continued

Title

Lastern Region Local Govern-

ment

Criminal Code (Amendment
No, 2)

Native Lands Acquisition

_{Amendment)

Evidence (Amendment)
Native Authority (Amendment)
Produce Inspection

Education (Amendment)

Eastern Region Local Govern-

ment (Amendment)
Agriculture

Remarks
Repealed by E.R. No. 26 of
1955,
Incorporated with Chapter 30.

Ceased to apply to Eastern
Nigeria (E.R. No. 1t of
1958).

Incorporated with Chapter 49,

Scheduled omission. )

Repealed by E.N. No. 15 of
1962.

Repealed by N. No. 17 of
1952,

Repealed by E.R. No. 26 of
1955.

Repealed by E.R. No. 40 of
1955,

Ni1GErRIA ORDINANCES, 1951

Native Courts (Amendment) ...

Publications (Amendment)

Townships (Amendment)
Direct Taxation (Amendment)

Liquor (Amendment)
Interpretation (Amendment)
Lducation (Amendment)

Survey (Amendment)

Produce Inspection (Amend-

ment)

Regional Production Develop-

ment Boards
Native Authority (Amendment)

Township Servants (Withdrawal

from Provident Fund)
Land Registration (Validation)

Scheduled omission.

Ceased to apply to Eastern
Nigeria (E.R. No. 12 of
1955).

Scheduled omission.

Ceased to apply to Eastern
Nigeria (E.R. No. 1 of
1956).

Scheduled omission.
Incorporated with Chapter 66,

Repealed by N. No. 17 of
1952,

Repealed by N. No. 29 of
1952,
Scheduted omission.

Spent,

Scheduled omission.
Scheduled omission.

Incorporated with Chapter 72,
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13
17

20 .

22

23

24

28

29
31
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Nigeria ORDINANCEs, 1952

Title
Road Traffic (Amendment)
Cultivated Oil Palm (Repeal) ...
Education . o

Shipping and Navigation

(Amendment)

Criminal Procedure (Amend-
ment)

Magistrates Courts (Appeals)
(Amendment)

Interpretation (Amendment) ...
Goldsmiths (Amendment)

Land Development (Provision
for Roads) (Amendment)

Survey ...
Education (Amendment

L.aws or THE EASTERN REGION

Eastern Region Appropriation,

1952

Native Authority (Borrowing
Powers)

1952-53 Lastern Region Supple-

mentary Appropriation
Port Harcourt Town Council
(Power of Surcharge)

Native Authorities (Audit of
Accounts)

Remarks

Incorporated with Chapter 116.

Spent.

Repealed by E.R. No. 28 of
1956.

Incorporated with Chapter
119.

Incorporated with Chapter 31.
Repealed by E.N. 1964, No. 3.

Incorporated with Chapter 66.

Ceased to apply to Eastern
Nigeria (E.R. No. 34 of
1958).

Incorporated with Chapter 70.

Now Chapter 124.

Repealed by E.R. No. 28 of
1956.

O¥ NIGERIA, 1952

Spent.
Scheduled omission.
Spent.
Scheduled omission.

Scheduled omission.

Ni1GgeriaA ORDINANCES, 1953

Stamp Duties (Amendment) ...

Interpretation (Amendment) ...
Public Holidays (Amengment)

Cinematograph (Amendment)

Incorporated with Chapter
120.
Incorporated with Chapter 66.
Incorporated with Chapter
104.

Incorporated with Chapter 20,

Criminal Procedure (Amend- Incorporated with Chapter 31,°

ment)




The Revised Edition
(Laws of Eastern Nigeria) Law, 1961

SECOND SCHEDULE — continuted

Column 2

Delete the section.

({) In subsection (1), delete “Regional Dircctor of
Public Works” wherever these words oceur and substitute
“Minister’’; .

(#) In subsection (2), delete ““Governor” and substitute
“Minister”,

Delete “Governor in Council” and substitute “Minister”,
Traffic Regulations, 1948 (Regulations 29 of 1948)

In the proviso to item (iZ) of paragraph (e) of regulation
25, delete ‘“‘Regional Director of Public Works” and
substitute “NMinister”, '

In the proviso to the regulation—

(!) Delete “Director of Public Works” and substitute
“Minister”.

(#1) Delete**a Regional Deputy Controller” and swbstituse
“the Controller of Works Services”.

Delete “Governor’” and substitute **Minister”,
Traffic (Amendment, Lastern Region) Regulations, 1956
(E.R.L.N. 25 of 1950)
Delete ““and’ shall apply in relation to the Eastern
Region other than with respect to Federal T'runk Roads”,
Laws or NIGErIA, 1952 VoLunn
Survey Ordinance (No. 29 of 1952)

Delete “Governor’’ and substitute “NMinister’”.

Region Survey Regulations, 1953 (E.R. No. 12 of 1953)

Delete *‘and shall come into operation on a day to be
appuinted by the Governor” and substitute “‘and shall be
deemed to have come into operation in the Eastern Region
of Nigeria on the 1st day of October, 1954,

yws OF EasTERN REGION oF NIGERIA, 1954 VoLume

| Loans (Eastern Nigeria) (Registered Stock) Law, 1954
(No. 3 of 1954)

Delete ‘“‘Lieutenant-Governor” wherever the word
occurs and substitute *Ministry”.
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Column 1 : Column 2

Inter-tribal Boundaries Settlement Ordinance (Cap. 95)
Section 7 Delete “Governor’ and substitute *‘Minister”.
Section 10 Next after section 10, add the following new section—-
“10a. (1) Any person who is aggrieved at any
decision or order given upon a review under section 7,
or, if there is no review under section 7, who is aggrieved

at any decision given upon a review under the section 6,
may appeal therefrom to the High Court.

(2) The Chief Justice may make rules of Court
providing for the procedure for such appeals’.

Fury Ordinance (Cap. 97)

Section 6 (7) In the item “Such other public officers”, delete
: “Governor” and substitute ‘‘Minister”.

(¢) Add the following new itemns—-
“Special Constables’;

“Members of the Diplomatic Corps and their
families”’,

Section 8 Delete ““between the first and thirtieth days of November,
1943, and substitute “between such dates as the Chief
Justice may direct”.

Kola Tenancies Ordinance (Cap. 98) -

Section 1 In subsection (2), delete “‘in Council”,

Section 4 Delete “Governor' and substitute *“Minister”,

Section 26 Delete ““Governor in Council” and substitute “Minister”.
Land Development (Provision for Roads) Ordinance (Cap. 106)

Section 1 In subsection (2), delete “Governor in Council” and

substitute “‘Minister”,
Land Registration Ordinance (Cap. 108)

Sections 3, 184,  Delete “Governor” and substiture “Minister”,
18F and 27

Section 4 Delete ““Governor-General” and substitute “Ninister”,
Sections 26 Delete “Governor in Council” and substitute “Minister’.
and 28

Local Government Councils (Alienation of Land) (Exemption from
’ Registration) Regulations, 1954 (L.N, 48 of 1954)

Regulation 2 Insert in line 4 immediately after the comma after the
figure “1950” the following words and figures—
“‘or section 81 of the Eastern Region Local Government

Law, 1955, or section 85 of the Eastern Nigeria Local
Government Law, 1960”.
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The Revised Edition X111
(Laws of Eastern Nigeriay Law, 1961

(2) Those powers shall not be construed so as to 1mp1y a
ower to make an—

(@) alteration, or
(b) amendment, ,
. the matter or substance of a law of Eastern Nigeria. |

(3) Where the Commissioner considers it desirable that,

the preparation of the revised edition, there should be, in

spect of the laws of Eastern Nigeria—

(a) additions,

(b) omissions, or

(¢) other amendments, ' -

her than those authorized in pursuance of subsection (1),
sy may be collected and submitted, in the form of one or
re amending Laws, to the Legislature of Eastern Nigeria.

(4) Subject to subsection (5), the Commissioner may, in
: preparation of the revised edition, take into account—

‘a) all amending Laws enacted as a result of submission in «
accordance with subsection (3);

b) all modifications, adaptations, qualifications, cxcep- {ENIN.
o) al of 1960)
tions and other amendments, effected, by or 1n (Fed. 1963,
pursuance of the Nigeria (Constitution) Order in (1\{0 NZOI)()M
Council, 1960, the Constitution of the Federation, and Ny, 5)
the Constitution of Eastern Nigeria Law, 1963;
¢) all amending laws of Eastern Nigeria expressly required
by those laws to be taken into account, notwithstanding
that such a Law is to come into operation after the
appointed date.

5) The modifications, adaptations, qualifications, excep-

s and other amendments mentioned in paragraph () of

section (4) need not be taken into account unless the

nmissioner has adequate opportunity—

1) to do so, and

) to comply with subsection (3) of section 14 in respect
of them.

he submission made by thu Commlssloner was endutcd as tlu. ‘nhcdulu to llu
=d Edition (Laws of Tastern Nigeria) (Amendment) Law, 1964, which has been
yorated with this Law—its principal Law--and is now “the Second Schedule
s Law,
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EASTERN NIGERIA) LAW, 1961
Arrangement of Sections

o1

Short title.
Lnterpretation.
Appointment of Commissioner.
What laws of Eastern Nigeria to be included in revised edition.
Power to omit certain laws.
Powers of Commissioner.
Subsidiary legislation.
Miscellaneous amendments to be included in the revised edition.
Validity and operation of revised edition.
Bringing revised edition into force.
Signature and transmission of copy.

. Distribution of copies.
Expenses of preparation and publication.
Where this Law to be reprinted.

aw to provide for the Preparation, Printing and E.N.
Publication of a Revised Edition of the Laws of 1o 139

1961, 1964,
Eastern Nigeria and for connected Purposes. No. 3.

[11th May, 1961]

This Law may be cited as the Revised Edition (Laws of Shorttitte.
arn Nigeria) Law, 1961.

In this Law— Interpreta-

ointed date’” means the date prescnbed by subsection (2) ™
of section 4;

nmissioner’ means the person or persons appomted n
accordance with section 3;

of Eastern Nigeria” or ‘Law of Eastern Nigeria” means
a law enacted, or having effect as if enacted, by the
Legislature of Eastern Nigeria by virtue of the com-
petence of that Legislature to make laws with respect to

x
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lix

L.aws oF THE EASTERN REGiON oF NIGERIA, 1958 — continued

No.

9
10

Title
Riot Damages

Eastern Region lLocal Govern-
ment (Amendment)

Acquisition of Land by Aliens

Public Lands Acquisition
(Amendment)

I'inance (Amendment) ...

Commissions of Inquiry
Public Service Commission

Director of Public Prosecutions

Pharmaceutical Corporation
(Liquidation)

University of Nigeria (Provi-
stonal Council)

[lastern Region Library Board
(Amendment)

Cinema Corporation of Nigeria
(Amendment)

Tastern Nigeria Printing Cor-
poration (Amendment)

IFatal Accidents (Amendment)

Recognition of Chiefs (Amend-
ment)

University of Nigeria (Amend-
ment)

Vegetable Oil Refining (Licence
and Control) (Amendment)

Iiastern Nigeria Information
Service (Amendment)

Tourist Corporation of Eastern
Nigerta (Amendment)

1958-59 Eastern Region Supple-~
mentarv Appropriation

Eastern Region Local Govern-
ment (Amendment No. 2)

Eastern Region Development
Corporation (Amendment)

Customary Courts (Amendment)

Tastern Region Agricultural
{Amendment)

Remarks
Now Chapter 115.

Repealed by E.R. No. 17 of
1960.

Now Chapter 2.

Incorporated . with Chapter
105.

Repealed by E.N. No. 5 of
1962. '

Incorporated with Chapter 24,

Repealed by E.N. No, 12 of
1961.

Now Chapter 34.
Spent.

Repealed by E.N. No. 21 of
1961.

Incorporated with Chapter 41.
Spent.
Incorporated with Chapter 43.

Incorporated with Chapter 52.

Repealed by E.R. No. 9 of
1960.

Repealed by E.N. No. 21 of
1961.

Incorporated with Chapter
130.

Incorporated with Chapter 40.

Repealed by E.N. No. 25 of
1960.

Spent.

Repealed by E.R. No. 17 of
1960.

Repealed by E.N. No. 7 of
1963.

Incorporated with Chapter 32.

Tncorporated with Chapter 8.
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[CAP. 1 3

Abolition of the Osu Systein

5. Whoever, on the ground that a person—

(a) if this Law had not been passed, would have become
Osu; or

(h) has refused to practise the Osu System; or

(¢) has donc any act in furtherance of the objects of this
Law,

denies to any person belonging to his community or section

thereof any right or privilege, to which such person as a-

member of such community would be entitled, is guilty of an
offence and upon conviction shall be liable to a fine not exceed-
ing fifty pounds or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding
six months.

6. Whocever on the ground of the Osu System enforces
against any person any disability whatsoever and in particular,
but without prejudice to the generality of this scction, with
regard to—

(@) marriage; or

(b) acquisition or inheritance of any property; or

(c) joiming of title societies; or

(d) obscrvance of any social custom, usage or ceremony,
is guilty of an offence and shall upon conviction be liable to a

fine not exceeding fifty pounds or to imprisonment for a term
not exceeding six months.

7. (1) No court shall—
(@) entertain or continue any suit or proceeding; or
(0) shall pass any decree or order; or
(¢) cxccute wholly or partially any decree or order;
if the claim involved in such suit or proceceding or if the

passing of such decree or order or if such execution would
in any way be contrary to the provisions of this Law.

(2) No court shall, in adjudicating any mattcr or executing
any decree or order, recognize any custom or usage imposing
any disability on any person on the ground of the Osu
System.

Other

offences

ar\smg out of
Osu System.

Enforce-
ment of dis-
abilities.

Limitation of
jurisdiction
of courts.

8. Words spoken and published which impute that a ¥ ords

person is Osu shall not require special damage to render
them actionable.

imputing
that person
is Osu.



















[CAP. 2
Aequisition of Land by Aliens (Fees) Regulations

CHAPTER 2
ACQUISITION OF LAND BY ALIENS LAW
SUBSIDIARY LEGISLATION

Acquisition of Land by Aliens (Fees) Regulations DLl

1958.

made under section 9

1. These regulations may be cited as the Acquisition of Citation.

Tand by Aliens (IFees) Regulations.
4

'T'he fees set out in the Schedule hereto shall be payable Fees

in respect of the matters specified therein:

Provided that the Minister may, at his discretion, reduce
or remit the amount of any fee.

SCHEDULE
£ s d
On approval of Minister to instrument or agreement for lease 500
Upon execution of deed by the parties for each £25 and also
for every fractional part of £25 of the rent ... 2.0 0
FFor  the preparation by 2 Government official of draft
instrument .. 500
For the plepfmtmn by a Government official of completed
instrument in duplicate 500
For each additional copy of completed i instrument ... o 010 0

payable.

x
-
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[CAP. 4 =21

Administrator-General

(2) A grant of probate or letters of administration by the
Court to the Federal Administrator-General or to a Regional
Administrator-General or by another High Court resealed
by the Court—

(a) 1s conclusive, as to the representative title of the
Administrator-General to whom the grant has been
made, against—

) (7) all debtors of the deceased, and

— (/1) all persons holding assets within the Region;

and
(h) affords full indemnity to—

* (i) all debtors of the deceased, and
(/) all persons holding assets within the Region.

12. (1) Subject to this section, the entry of the Adminis- Entry of
Administra-
trator-General by that name in the books of a company does ‘tor-General’s

not constitute notice of a trust. name in
books of

(2) A company may not object to entering on its register 7P
the name of the Administrator-General by reason only that
the Administrator-General is a corporation.

(3) In dealing with assets, the fact that the person dealt
with is the Administrator-General does not, of itself, consti-
tute notice of a trust.

(4) The Administrator-General is not personally liable for
a claim as a contributory.

PART III.—-GRANT OF PROBATE OR OF
LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION-

3. (1) Subject to this section, the Administrator-General Administra-
may, whele he becomes aware of an estate, or assets of an §2rp§’;3§;“‘
cstate, within Eastern Nigeria, which he. considers unrepre- Court.
sented, present to the Court a petition, in the form set out

in the Schedule— (Schedule)
(a) stating the particulars of the estate or assets, and
~ (b) praying for the grant of probate or of leiters of
administration, as the case may be, of the estate,

(2) That form shall be completed in accordance with the
direction contained in it,
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CAP. 4]

Administrator-General

Costs of
Administra-
tor-General.

Disposal of
jewellery.

Power of
Administra-
tor-General
to pay for
improve-
ments.

(b) proceedings are prosecuted without unreasonable

delay.

(4) Nothing in this section prejudices the right of a
creditor or other claimant to follow the assets, or part of them,
in the hands of the persons respectively receiving them.

(5) In computing any period of limitation for a suit,
appeal or application under a law in force, the period between
the date of the—

(@) submission to the Administrator-General of the claim

of a creditor, and

(b) final decision of the Administrator-General on the

claim,
shall be excluded.

27. (1) Where a suit is instituted by a creditor against the
Administrator-General, the creditor shall pay the costs of
the suit unless he proves that—

(@) not less than one month immediately preceding the
institution of the suit he had applied in writing to the
Administrator-General stating—

(1) the amount, and
(1) other particulars of his claim, and

(b) had given such evidence in support of the claim as, in
the circumstances of the case, the Administrator-
General was reasonably entitled to require.

(2) Where that suit is decreed in favour of the creditor, he
may, nevertheless, unless he is a secured creditor, only
receive payment out of the assets of the deceased equally -and

ratably with the other creditors.

28. In the case of a solvent estate the Administrator-
General may deliver to the next of kin of the deceased
watches, jewellery, or other property of the deceased which,
in the opinion of the Administrator-General, ought not to
be sold.

29. The Administrator-General may, in addition to, and
not in derogation of, any other lawful powers of expenditure
exercisable by him, incur expenditure—

(@) on acts necessary for the proper care and management
of property belonging to an estate in his charge, and















[CAP. 4 35

Administrator-General

41. (1) Where a petitioner verifies his claim by evidence
to the satisfaction of the Court, the Court shall make such
order in the premises, including an award of costs, as it
thinks fit.

(2) The order may contain a direction to the Accountant-~
General of Eastern Nigeria to pay, from the sum standing to
the credit of the estate in the Regional T'reasury—

(a) the sum awarded to-a claimant or petitioner by the

order, or

(b) a debt appearing to the Court to be outstanding and
due from the estate.

42. (1) Where two or more persons lay claim to that estate
or residue—
(a) the Administrator-General may pay it into Court and
notify the claimants of that payment, and
(b) the Court may, with the consent of the parties— ,
(r) dispose of their claims by determining them in a
summary manner, and
(/1) make such order in the matter with regard to the
costs and all other matters as the circumstances may
require. ‘
(Z) Where the parties do not counsent, they shall proceed to
obtain a decision of their claims according to the ordinary
course of Law. '

43. (1) Subject to subscction (2), all sums paid—

(a) by the Administrator-General to the Accountant-
General of Eastern Nigeria in accordance with sub-
paragraph (i) of paragraph (d) of subsection (2) of
section 37, or

(b) into Court in accordance with paragraph (a) of sub-
section (1) of section 42, and

which remain for a period of five years or upwards without
an application for payment of them being made or granted
by the Court, shall be transferred, in the prescribed manner,
to the account and credit of the Ministry of Finance of
Eastern Nigeria.

(2) Subsection (1) does not authorize the transfer of those
sums where a suit or other proceeding 1s pending in respect
of them in a Court.

Otrder on

petition.

Rival claims
to residue,

Asscts
unclaimed
for five
years.







[CAP. 4 37
Admanistrator-General

, (b) the Court orders their costs to be paid otherwise than
' out of the estate of a deceased person being adminis-
tered by the Administrator-General,

the Administrator-General may charge ordinary costs
whether or not he has appeared in person.
!

(2) Those costs shall be credited to the Consolidated
Revenue Fund.

PART VIII.—ESTATES OF DECEASED OVERSEAS

| OFFICERS
' 48. (1) The Permanent Secretary, or head of non- Administra-
| ministerial department, as the case may be, shall forthwith ot istrae
| inform either— tor-General
1 .. of estates,
(a) the Administrator-General, or '
(b) his ex officio agent .
of the death of an overseas officer of his Ministry or Depart-
ment, as the case may be.
(2) Where an overseas officer dies—
(a) either intestate, or
(0) lcaving a will but without having appointed an executor
within the Region who is able and willing to take
probate, and
(¢) without leaving a widow or next of kin within Eastern
Nigeria who 1s able and willing to take probate or
letters of administration, as the case may be,
‘ then his personal estate shall be administered by the
: Administrator-General.
: (3) Subject to subsection (4), where that overseas ofhicer
dics leaving property in the Region, then the divisional officer
of the Division in which the property is left shall be ex
officio the agent of the Administrator-General in the i
administration of the estate of that deceased.
(4) The divisional officer may appoint—
(a) a district officer attached to his division, or
(b) with the consent of that person, another person to act
as agent in place of the divisional officer.
| 49. (1) The administration of the estate by the Adminis- Limitation W
trator-General shall be limited to the— tration.

(a) collection and realization of the assets of the deceased
within Eastern Nigeria,
















[CAP. 4 43

Administrator-General

(b) where, for the purposes of this Law, he desires to
satisfy himself regarding a question of fact, may
examine on oath a person willing to be so examined by
him regarding that question.

60. A person who, in a matter affecting the administration
of an estate, makes on oath a statement—
(a) which is false, and

(b) which he either knows or believes to be false, or does
not believe to be true, -

is deemed to have knowingly given false testimony in judicial
proceeding.
61. Where—

(a) a deceased person has assets in the Region, and

(b) the divisional officer of the division in which the assets
are situated considers it advisable for the protection
of the estate,

he may take possession of them and, in that case, shall
forthwith report his action to the Administrator-General
who shall give such directions and take such proceedings in
the matter as he thinks fit.

62. Where

(a) aperson employed in the service of a—
(i) Government department, or
(i7) local government council,

dies leaving a sum of money not exceeding ten pounds
due to him as wages, salary, gratuity or otherwise, and

(b) probate of his will, or letters of administration, is or
are not produced to the officer responsible for the
payment of that sum, or

(¢) notice in writing of the existence of a will and intention
to prove it, or notice of intention to take out letters of
administration, is not given to that officer, within the
period of two months from the death of that person
so employed, or

(d) that notice is given but—

(i) the will is not proved or letters of administration
arc not taken out, and '

False
evidence.

Divisional
officer’s
power in
relation to
assets.

‘When wages
or salary

not exceed-
ing £10 may
be paid to
relatives of
deceased.







[CAP. 4 45

Adminstrator-General

65. Subject to section 64, the Administrator-General’s
Ordinance is repealed within Eastern Nigeria.

- L. of N.

SCHEDULE
(Section 13)
FORM OF PETITION TTOR A GRANT OF LETTERS OF
ADMINISTRATION
T'o the Chicf Justice of Eastern Nigeria:
‘T'he petition of the Administrator-General humbly shows—
1. That your petitioner has been informed and believes that A.B. late

Of e {Called the deceased) died on the.....o.........day
y 19......(state why the property of the deceased 1s

“unrepresented estate”.)

2. And that the deceased died possessed of property in Eastern Nigeria.

Your petitioner therefore prays your Honourable Court will be pleased
to order that a Grant of Probate be made or Letters of Administration do
issuc (as the case may be) to him to administer the estate of the deceased.

DATED this...c.ococccecnel@y OF ey 191

(Administrator-General)

Repeal of i
Administra-
tor-General's
Ordinance..

1948
Cap. 4.
















[CAP. 5 51

Adulteration of Produce

prosecutor, he gave all the information in his power

with respect to the person or persons from whom he

obtained the produce;

(ir) where a person is charged under this Law who
has not been previously convicted of an offence against
this Law and 1t appears to the court that the produce is
capable of being cleaned, the court may, if it should
think fit, order the accused to clean the produce to the
satisfaction of the court in lieu of imposing any other
penalty.

5. An examiner may—

(a) enter any building or premises in or on which there is
or is believed to be any produce intended for sale or
export or in the course of preparation for sale or
export;

(h) stop any vehicle, boat or canoe in which any produce
is being conveyed;

(¢) cxamine any produce and take samples thereof;

(d) seize and detain to be dealt with as hereinafter
provided—

(f) any adulterated produce and the receptacles
containing the same;

(if) any vehicle, boat or canoe in which any adul-
terated produce may be found.

6. When any produce shall have been seized and detained
the examiner shall, if he is satisfied that the owner of the
produce was not aware that the produce was adulterated or
did not comply with the prescribed standard of purity,
permit the owner to clean the same, and shall when the
produce has been cleaned release the same, and any receptacle,
vehicle, boat or canoe which may have been seized and
dctained in connexion therewith.

7. Bxcept as provided in the last preceding section an
examiner shall forthwith report the seizure and detention of
any produce, vehicle, boat or canoe to the nearest magistrate.

8. When any produce has been seized and detained under
the powers conferred by section 5 and the owner thereof is
unknown or cannot be found, a complaint may be laid for the
purpose only of enforcing forfeiture of such produce, and the
magistrate having jurisdiction in the place in which such
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Age of Marriage

CHAPTER 6
AGE OF MARRIAGE LAW

Arrangement of Sections
Section .
1. Shorttitle,
2. Definition of “marriage.”
3. Avoidance of marriage where either party is under sixteen.
4. Offences in connection with payments on account of void marriages.
5

Evidence of age.
6.  Limitation of jurisdiction of courts,
7.  Penalty.

CHAPTER 6

A Law to make void Marriages between persons
either of whom is under the age of sixteen and for
purposes connected therewith.

[1st July, 1956]
1. This Llaw may be cited as the Age of Marriage Law.

2. In this Law “marriage” means a marriage according
to customary law.

3. (1) A marriage, or promise or offer of marriage between
or In respect of persons either of whom is under the age of
sixteen shall be void:

Provided that, in any proceedings against any person
charged under sections 218,221,222 or 360 of the Criminal
Code, it shall be sufficient defence to prove that at the time
when the offence is alleged to have been committed he had
reasonable cause to believe that the girl in respect of whom it is
alleged to have been committed was his wife.

(2) Nothing in this Law shall affect any marriage contracted
before the passing of this Law and any such marriage shall
be or become valid in any case where, if this Law had not
been passed, it would be or become valid.

E.R.N. 22
of 1956.
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The Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Finance or his
representative; :

The General Manager of the Eastern Nigeria Development
Corporation or his representative.

5. (1) The duties of the Board of Agriculture are to

advise the Minister upon—
(a) all matters concerning Agriculture;
(b) the framing of regulations to be made under this Law;
(¢) the carrying out of the provisions of this Law or of any

regulations made hereunder; :
(d) any matter concerning the general purposes of this
Law;

(e) any matter referred to it by the Minister.

(2) The Minister shall consider any advice received from
the Board but shall not be bound to accept it.

6. (1) A member of the Board other than an ex officio
member (in this section referred to as an unofficial member)
may, at any time, by a resignation under his hand addressed
to the Chairman, resign his membership, but, save as
aforesaid and subject to the other provisions of this section,

an unoflicial member shall hold office for three years from the

date of his appointment.

(2) An unoflicial member who has ceased to be a member

shall be eligible for reappointment.
(3) If the Minister be satisfied that an unofficial member—
(a) has been absent from two consecutive meetings of the
Board without the permission of the Board;
(b) is incapacitated by physical or mental illness; or
(¢) is otherwise unable or unfit to discharge the functions
of a member,
the Minister may declare his office as a member of the Board
vacant and shall notify the fact in such manner as he thinks
fit, and thereupon the office shall become vacant.

(4) Where an unofficial member is temporarily incapaci-
_tated by illness or is temporarily absent from Eastern Nigeria,
the Minister may appoint any person (not being a public
officer) to be temporarily a member of the Board during such
incapacity or absence.

Duties of
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infestation the destruction and the replacement of any
plant or tree and the destruction of any crop or part
thereof;

(¢) prescribing the measures to be taken for conserving the
soil and combating soil erosion including the regulation
of bush burning;

(d) for prohibiting, restricting, or controlling the distribu-

tion and use of artificial fertilizers and for the marketing,
chemical composition or quality thereof’;

(e) prescribing penalties for offences agajnst any regulation
made hereunder not exceeding one hundred pounds or
imprisonment for six months or both as the Minister
may think fit;

(/) specifying charges, expenses or fees to be paid in respect
of any matter or act for which provision is made in
any regulation;

g) generally for carrying into effect the provisions of
this Law.

(2) Nothing nn this Law shall be construed so as to make

it obligatory for the Minister to obtain or act on the advice of
the Board before making regulations under subsection (1).

9. (1) Where plants, seeds, soil, containers, straw, and
other packing materials or any other similar goods or thmgs
arc found, or suspected, to be infected with any plant disease
or pest, an officer of the Agriculture Division of the Ministry
of Agriculture not below the rank of Agricultural Officer

Discase.

may order them to be destroyed unless they can be treated

to his satisfaction for the removal of the plant disease or pest.

(2) Where any plants or crops, whether growing or not, or
any produce are found, or suspected, to be infected with any
plant disease or pest, or where any noxious weed is found to
be growing in any place—

(a) an officer of the Agriculture Division of the Ministry
of Agriculture not below the rank of Deputy Chief
Inspector of Agriculture may make such order as he
may deem necessary for the treatment of such plant
disease, pest or noxious weed; and

(0) upon the failure of the owner of the plants or crops to
comply with any such order, any officer who made the
order or any person authorized by him in that behalf,
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Swollen Shoot Regulations

Swollen Shoot Regulations

made under the former Agriculture Ordinance, No. 37.0f 1948,
which was repealed and replaced by No. 37 of 1950, which in
11s turn was repealed and replaced by this Law. The Regula-
tions remain . force by wvirtue of saving clauses and the
Interpretation Law until revoked or replaced

1. These regulations may be cited as the Swollen Shoot
Regulations.

2. Inthese regulations—

“Chicf Inspector” means the Chief Inspector of Agriculture;

“owner” includes any person entitled to reap the fruits of a
cocoa tree; :

“representative” means any person detailed by the Chief
Inspector, or any person duly authorized by him, to
carry out the survey of cocoa trees and control swollen
shoot disease for the purpose of these regulations.

“swollen shoot disease” means the virus disease of cocoa
commonly known as swollen shoot, with all its recognized
torms and variants.

b

3. The Chief Inspector or his representative may enter
and 1nspect any cocoa farm and may mark any cocoa tree for
the purpose of controlling swollen shoot disease.

4. The Chief Inspector or his representative may destroy
or otherwise treat any cocoa tree or any other tree or plant,
which in his opinion 1s infected with swollen shoot disease.

5. The Chicef Inspector or his representative shall, by
public announcement in the neighbourhood not less than
twenty-one days before the date of such marking and treating,
give notice of intention to mark or treat cocoa trees with such
information as to the time and place of the proposed opera-
tions as is reasonable for the purpose of affording the owners
of the trees an opportunity to be present when their trees are
marked or treated.

6. Where notice has been given under regulation 5 and
the owner or agent fails to attend, the Chief Inspector or his
representative may exercisc in his absence any of the powers

conferred under these regulations.

Regs. 28
of 1950.

Citation.
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made in civil proceedings by the High Court shal! apply in
relation to a subpoena or order issued or made under this
section. /

15. Any arbitrator or umpire may at any stage of the Statement
proceedings under a reference, and shall, if so directed by the pending
court or a judge, state in the form of a special case for the arbitration.
opinion of the court any question of law arising in the
course of the reference.

16. Any order made under this Law may be made on such ©os-

terms as to costs, or otherwise, as the authority making the
order thinks just.

17. The Chief Justice, with the approval of the Governor, g;‘f,recrlssigf
may make rules of court conferring on any officer of the officers of
High Court all or any of the jurisdiction conferred by this thecourt.
Law on the court or a judge.

18. This Law shall apply to every arbitration under any #pplication
Law passed before or after the commencement of this L.aw references
as if the arbitration were pursuant to a submission, except gnder
in so far as this Law is inconsistent with the Law regulating powers.”
the arbitration or with any rules of procedure authorized or
recognized by that Law.

19. This Law shall apply to and in respect of an arbitration Sfatetobe
to which the Government of the Federation of Nigeria or of '
any Region thereof is a party, but nothing in this Law shall
affect the law as to costs payable by the State.

s
SCHEDULE Section 4.

PROVISIONS TO BE IMPLIED IN SUBMISSIONS

(@) If no other mode of reference is provided the reference shall be to a
single arbitrator.

(b) 1f the reference is to two arbitrafors, the two arbitrators may appoint
an umpire at any time within the period during which they have power to
make an award.

{¢) The arbitrators shall make their award in writing within three months
after entering on the reference, or after having been called on to act by
notice in writing from any party to the submission, or on or before any later
day to which the arbitrators, by any writing signed by them, may from time
to time enlarge the time for making the award,

H
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“prescribed officer” means the officer appointed by the
Minister to perform the duties of the prescribed officer
under this Law;

“tenement’’ means any land with or without buildings which
is held or occupied as a distinct or separate holding or
tenancy, or any wharf or pier in the waters of Eastern
Nigeria; :

“unimproved value” of a tenement means the sum which the
owner’s estate or interest in the land if unencumbered by
any mortgage or other charge thereon might be expected
to realize at the time of valuation, if offered for sale on
such reasonable terms and conditions as a bona fide
seller might be expected to impose, and if no improve-
ments as hereinafter defined had been made on the said
land.

Application of Law

3. The Minister may by notice in the Eastern Nigeria
Gagzette apply this Law to any place in Eastern Nigeria as
specified in such notice, and may in like manner extend, alter,
or reduce the limits of any place to which the Law is applied.

Appraisers

4, 'The Minister may by notice in the FEastern Nigeria
Gazette appoint for any place to which this Law is applied
any suitable persons to be appraisers for the purposes of this
Law.

Assessment Commillee

5. (1) The Minister shall each year appoint in respect of
each place to which this Law is applied a committee of not
less than four or more than eight members, of whom four
shall be Government officers, to be called the assessment
committee (hereinafter referred to as the committee) for the
hearing of objections to the valudtion list made under this
Law.

(2) The committee shall hold office until the 31st
December of the year in which they are appointed.

(3) If any member of the committee resigns or dies or
becomes incapable of acting as a member, the Minister shall
with all convenient speed appoint another person in place of
such member,

Power to - __.
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(¢} where the appraiser is of opinion that the rent stated
1 the declaration 1s not the fair annual value of such
fenement.

14. When the capttal, annual, or unimproved value of any
tenement s assessed for the first time or when an cxisting
asscssment 15 altered, the appraiser shall cause a notice,
signed by him and spuuf\mff the capital, annual or un-
mmproved value as assessed by him, to be served on the
ovner and oce upier (if any):

Provided that such notice shall not be required i respect
ol any tenement the capital, annual or LIHIH]}')IO\/CJ vahue of
which is asscssed at less than forty-five pounds, three pounds

or fittcen pounds respectively; and provided further that
omission to serve such notice shall not invalidate anv assess-
ment or relieve any person from the payment of any rate.

15. (I) As soon as a first or any subsequent general

assessment shall have been completed, the appraiser shall
make out and sign a list of the several tenements assessed and
of thar 1cqput1\c valuation and shall deliver the same to the
prescribed ofhicer.

(2) T'he appraiser shall in every year make out and sign a
list of the scveral tenements which he shall have assessed

under subsecction (3) of section 9 and of their respective
valuations and shall deliver the same to the prescribed officer.

16. (1) In the case of any general assessment swhen the
asscssment of the tenements in any part of the place in
respect of which such general assessment 1s to be made has
been completed, the appraiser may, if he thinks fit, and shall,
if so directed by the NMinister, make out, sign and deliver the
list 1'cquiru} by subsection (1) of section 15 in respect of that
part of the pmu without awaiting the completion of the
assessment of the whole place.

(2) Such list shall, in relation” to the part of the place to
whiclu it refers, have the same effect and shall be dealt with
in the same manner as a hst delivered by the appraiser under
subscetion (1) of section 15.

17. (1) A valuation list of a first general assessment shall,
for the purpose of any rate to be levied in respect of the
tenements assessed, be the valuation list for the vear in which
the same is published and for the next following year.
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asscssment comunittee a notice of objection:

Provided that such notice shall be lodged within the period
during which the valuation list is open for public inspection as
provided in cither of the last two preceding sections.

(2) "I'hie notice of objection shall state fully the grounds on
which the objection is made, and the objector shall cause a
copy thereof to be served on the appraiser.

(3) The person lodging an objection shall deposit with the
said secretary the sum of ten shillings.  Such sum may at the
discretion of the committee be forfeited to the Government as
to the whole or a part thereof if the objection i1s disallowed,
but shall otherwise be refunded when the objection has been
heard.

21. 11" a notice of objection and the prescribed sum is
lodged within the preseribed period the assessment committee
shall give notice to the objector and to the appraiser of the
date and place at which the objection will be heard.

22. (1) The assessment committee-—

(@) may, by summons, require the attcndance of any
persons and may examine them for the purpose of any
objection betore them and may require answers to any
questions which they think fit to put touching the
matter before them;

(b) may require and enforce the production of all books,
papers and documents which they consider necessary;
and

(¢) may administer oaths or affirmations.

(2) Every witness summoned under this section shall be
allowed such expenses as would be allowed to a witness
attending on subpoena to give evidence before the High
Court; and in case of dispute as to the amount of these
expenses, the same shall be referred to the Chief Registrar
of the Migh Court, who shall on request made to him for that
purpose ascertain and certify the proper amount of these
CNpenses.

(3) If any person summoned refuses to attend as a witness
or lc’Luxcs or neglects to make ¢ any answer, or to produce any
book, paper or document in his possession he shall be guilty
of an offence, and for each offence shall be liable to a fine of
ten pounds,
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Orderol 23. (1) The assessment committee, after hearing the

S objector and the appraiser and any e evidence which may be
produced and which the committee may consider necessary,
shall cither make an order directing the alteration of the
asscssment or shall refuse to make any order.

(2) When an order is made under this section the assess-
ment committee shall cause an office copy thereof to be
served on the prescribed officer, who shall make the alteration
direeted in the valuation list.

Appeal from Assessment Committee

Nppealto 24. Any person who shall have lodged an objection with
1eh Court. . . . . ..
the committee and who shall be dissatisfied with the decision
of the committee thereon may appeal to the High Court
subject to the following conditions—

(@) the appellant shall within fourteen days after the
dectsion of the committee give notice 1n wutmg to the
sceretary of the committee of his intention to appeal
and of the grounds thereof; and

(h) the appellant shall within the like period enter into a
recognizance before a judge of the High Court or a
magistrate with two sufficient sureties, conditioned to
pay any costs which may be awarded against him on
such appeal.

Regulations .

Powerto 25. 'T'he Minister may make regulations as to—
e lations. (@) the practice and procedure on the hearing of ob]ecnom
by the assessment committee;

(h) the forms to be used for any of the purposes of this
Taw;

(¢) generally for the better carrying into effect the objects
and purposes of this Law, save and except for the
purposes of appeals to the High Court.

Powerto 26. 'The Chief Justice may, with the approval of the
rogfﬁmnf Governor, make rules as to—
appeals. (a) the practice and procedure on appeals under section 24;

(0 the forms to be used and the fees to be paid on such
appeals;

(¢) ecnerally for the purposes of appeals under section 24,
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SCHEDULE — coniinued

1 i 2 i 3
Notice No, i Place l Date

ENJLN 48t The arca of the Port Harcourt Munici- | 13th June,

of 1963 | pality, as set out in the Instrument | 1963,
{(Porl Har- | establishing the Port Harcourt Munici-
court) i pality.

ERP.N. 155 1 The Township of Umuahia-Ibeku as
of 1953 J defined 1 the Umuahia-Ibeku Town-
{imuahia- ship Order, E.R. No. 14 of 1952,
thelu !

Ist April, 1953.

NoTk
Some geographical areas, referred to in the Schedule printed above, are no longer
styled Townships and so on. The present day equivalent area (zchich may not be
exactly the same) are the areas of authority of—
P.N.20of 194‘)—»-.-1[;11 Urban County Conncil
P.N.116 of 1950—Calabar Urban County Council
L.RLN.71of 1956—No change
IEN.T.N. 48 of 1963—No change
IS RP.NC1S5 of 1953 —Umuahia-Ibeku Urban County Council.
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Wy CHAPTER 12
AUCTIONEERS LAW

Adrrangement of Sections

Seclion
1. Short title and application.
2. Interpretation.
A 3. Bustuess of auctioneet.
4. Auctioneer to hold licences.
5. Appointment of licensing authority.
0. Licences: arcas to which they may extend, forms and fees.
7. Licences to be granted to individuals,
> S. Application for and grant of licence. N
Y. Security to be given by auctioneer.
(0. DNinister may suspend or revoke licences on certain conditions.
H. (1) Duration of licences.
B (2) Suspenston or revocation of licences. . T
12, Occastonal licence.
13, (1) Licences to ageuts of auctioneers. -
. (2) Liability of employer.
14+ Suspension and revocation of agent’s licence.
I5. (1) Agentceasing to be in employer’s service disqualified.
(2) Transfer of licence.
f0. Register of licences.
b 17, Auctioneers to aceept the sale ol all property offered by owners,
I8, Auctioneer’s licence not to authorize sale of intoxicating liquor.
1. Notice of sale of land.
200 Notice, catalogue and repost of sale to be furnished to divisional
oflicer.
2l Auctioneer's name and address to be published at sale.
22, (1) Sales subject to a reserve, and vendors right to bid.
(2) Where without reserve.
(3) Where subject to reserve price.
() Where right to bid reserved to seller,
P (5) Conscquences of seller bidding in the preceding cases.
(0) Penalty on auctioneer receiving unlawful bidding.
23 (1) Auctioncer may recover purchase money.
(2) Payment toscller.
:
— -







[CAP. 12.

Auctioneers

biddings made by others, or decreasing on sums named by
the auctioneer, or other person at such sale, or by any other
mode of sale b) competition shall be deemed to carry on the
business of an auctioncer.

4. (1) No person shall carry on business of an auctioneer
in any part of Eastern Nigeria to which this Law applies
without a licence granted under this Law authorizing him to
carry on such business or in any part or area to which such
licence does not extend.

Penalty: a fine of fifty pounds.

(2) This section shall not apply to any person in the
service of the Government selling goods or lands being the
property of the Government or which the Government or
any department or officer of the Government is by any
Law authorized to scll, or to a sale conducted by an officer
of a court acting under the orders of the court.

The Minister may by notice in the Eastern Nigeria
Gazette appoint any person to be the licensing authority for
the purposes of this Law for any area specified in such notice.

6. l.icences granted under this Law shall extend—

(@) to all parts of the Region to which this Law applies; or

(b) to any such part or group of such parts in respect of
which a separate fee for the licence is specified in the
Second Schedule or is prescribed; or

(¢) in the case ot an agent’s licence, to the area of a
licensing authonty,

and shall be in one of the forms set forth in the First Schedule.

There shall be paid therefor prior to the issue of a licence the

fee specified for such licence in the Second Schedule or such

other fec as may be prescribed.

7. Licences may, subject to the provisions of this Law,
be granted by the licensing authority to an individual but
shall not be granted to a ﬁ1m or corporation or to a pawn-
broker as defined by the Pawnbrokers Law, or to any servant,
apprentice or agent of any such pqwnbloker.

8. (1) Application for a licence shall be made in writing to
the licensing authority for the area in which the principal
ofhice or place of business of the applicant is situate.
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casc of half-yearly or yearly licences respectively, of the year
in which such licence may have been granted.

(2) Whenever an order suspending a licence is madc, the
licence shall cecase to be of any effect during the term of
suspension; and whenever the licence is revoked the licence
shall ceasc to have any effect whatever.

12. An occasional licence permitting the person named
therein to carry on the business of an auctioneer for onc day
only may be granted by a licensing authority:

Provided that an occasional licence shall not be granted in
an arca in which a licensed auctioneer 1s carrying on business
and the provisions of subsection (1) of section 9 shall apply
in respect to such a licence.

13. (1) Any person who may have a licence in force as in
Form B of the First Schedule may apply for and obtain from
the licensing authority for any area onc or more licences
(hereinafter called an agent’s licence) and every such licence
shall authorize the person named therein (such person being
m the permanent employment of the person applying for
such licence under a contract of not less than three months’
duration) to sell by auction on behalf of such employer in the
arca of the licensing authority who has granted such licence:

Provided that

(@) the total number of persons who may be authorized by
agents’ licences to sell by auction on behalf of any such
employer shall not exceed three; and

(h) an agent’s licence shall not be issued in respect of an
arca to which the employer’s licence does not extend.

2) Such agent shall not be required to find security but
the employer shall be required to give such additional
sceurity as may be prescribed, and the provisions of section 9
shall apply in respect to an agent’s licence. The employer
shall be responsible for the agent’s compliance with all of the
provisions of this Law and for the payment of any pecuniary
penaltics which he may incur for contraventions thereof.

14. An agent’s licence may be suspended or revoked for
any offence, committed by hum, for which any other licence
under this Law may be smpended or revoked, and in case the
licence of the emiployer of such agent should terminate, or be
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(2) If any property exposed for sale is bought in by or on Where
behalf of the owner, the remuneration of the auctioneer shall ﬁff};i‘t“,,;b
not cxceed three pounds per centum on the amount at which
the same has been so bought in, if the said amount be under
one hundred pounds, or two pounds per centum, if above
that sum.

(3) No agreement to pay or allow any higher rates than in Aetcements
this section mentioned shall be binding, and any auctioneer rotes Sod.
who shall receive or retain out of the proceeds of any sale any
higher rates shall be liable to have his licence suspended or
revoked by the Minister. ) Sl

26. (1) If the employer of any person holding an agent’s Penalties
licence is ordered to pay any penalty incurred by such person, agencs.
and makes default in doing so, the penalty may be levied bV
distress, seizure and sale of movable and immovable property

of such employer.

2) Any penalty paid by or recovered from the employer Emplover's
on hehalf of such person so employed by him, together with all remeay
costs incurred by such employer in respect of such penalty,
shall be a debt due to him from the person so employed by
him.

27. (1) T he court imposing any pecuniary penalty under Qrderof
this T.aw upon any auctioneer may, if it shall appear that the or revoca-
offence is of such nature as to require the licence of such jionof
auctioneer to be suspended or revoked, make an order to '
that effect, and the licence shall be suspended or revoked

accordingly.

(2) The court making any order of suspensmn or revocation Reportof

order.
of a licence shall forthwith intimate the same to the licensing **°*"
authority.

23. Nothing in this Law shall be construed to alter or Sﬁ;‘sﬂlis as to
derogate from the provisions of any Law or rules of court, execution of
relating to sales in execution of decrees. decrees.

29. No auctioneer, or person in his employment or in A;:)Chtiig?tzar
partnership with him, shall draft, prepare or procure the From
execution of any conveyance of land. preparing

R conveyances,

Penalty: a fine of fifty pounds,

e
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Births, Deaths and Burials

Section 27,

Section 30.

Section 33,

FIRST SCHEDULE — continued
Form K
BIRTHS, DEATHS AND BURIALS LAW
(Chapter 14)
Certificate of Correctness of Copy of Entry in Register
Copy of Entry ‘
Certified to be a true copy of an entry in the Register of Births (or Deatls)
at .
Given at this day of
(Signature)
(Registrar).

TForm L

BIRTHS, DEATHS AND BURIALS LAW
(Chapter 14)

Certificate for Burial IR

This is to certify that the death of

bl

late of , deceased, has been duly registered at
page of volume of the Register
of Deaths at (or that I am credibly informed
that a child of , of , and , lus wwife,
born on the ay of , 19 , was
still-horn); and T hereby give permission for interment of the body.
Given under my hand at this day of , 19
(Signature)

(Registrar of Births and Deaths).

Form M
BIRTHS, DEATHS AND BURIALS LAW
(Chapter 14)
Nutice to Registrar by the Magistrate or Medical Officer of Health ordering

Burial of Body
1, the undersigned, hereby give notice that on the day
of , 19 , I ordered the body of ,
of , to be buried.

The persons responsible for the registration of the death are (sef out
names and addresses).




















































































[CAP. 19
Children and Young Persons

173

(3) The Minister may by order direct that Part III of this
Law or any provision thereof shall apply throughout Eastern
Nigeria or to any area thereof.

2. Inthis Law—

“approved institution’’ means an institution established, and
any place or institution declared to be an approved
institution under section 18;

“authorized officer” means a person appointed by the
Minister for the purposes of this Law and includes a
Probation Ofhcer;

“child” means any person who has not yet attained the age
of fourteen years;

“guardian’ in relation to a child or young person includes any
person who in the opinion of the court having cognizance
of any matter in which a child or young person is
concerned, has for the time being the charge of or
control over such child or young person;

“juvenile’” includes a child and a young person;

“Juvenile Court” means a court constituted under section 6;

“Minister” means the Minister for the time being charged
with responsibility for this Law;

“Probation Officer” includes Assistant Probation Officer;

“whipped” and “corporal punishment” mean whipped with a
light rod or cane or birch or whip, which shall be of
patterns approved by the Minister;

“young person’’ means a person who has attained the age of
fourteen years but who has not attained the age of
seventeen years. '

PART II.—JUVENILE OFFENDERS

3. Wherc a person apparently under the age of seventeen
years is apprehended with or without warrant, and cannot
be brought forthwith before a court of summary jurisdiction,
the police officer in immediate charge for the time being of the
police station, to which such person is brought, shall inquire
nto the case and may in any case, and shall—

(a) unless the charge is one of homicide or other grave

crime; or

(b) unless it is necessary in the interest of such person to

remove him from association with any reputed criminal
or prostitute; or

Interpre-
tation,

Bail of
juvenile
arrested.
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far as such local customary law is not repugnant to natural

justice, morality or humanity or inconsistent with any

written law. :

(2) The Minister may by order notwithstanding any local .

customary law to the contrary declarc that in any area in

Lastern Nigeria described in such order no person shall give |

or acquire the custody, possession, control or guardianship |

of any juvenile or of any female of any specified age below l

the age of seventeen years or shall remove any such female ]
|

from such area save 1 accordance with rules made by the
Minister and such rules may be made either generally or i
made 1n respect of any particular area in Eastern Nigeria. ‘g‘ |
(3) No proceedings shall be taken in respect of an offence ,
against the provision of subsecction (1) without the written 1
consent of the Attorney-General who may delegate his |
powers under this subsection to a state counsel.
(4) Any person contravening any provision of this section
or of any rules made thereunder shall be guilty of an offence
and liable upon conviction to a term of imprisonment not
exceeding seven years.
(5) In this section—
“moral danger” includes slavery, bondage and exposure to |
destitution, prostitution or immorality of any kind; |

“exploitation” includes making unreasonable or excessive e
usc of the services of a child or young person or using
the services of a child or young person for monctary
profit.

i

PART IX.—NEGLECT OFF CHILDREN

32. Any person who has attained the age of seventeen l-treat-
ment and

years and who has the custody, charge or carc of any child pegjeet of
or young person who has not yet dttamcd the age of fourteen children.

years and who— |
(@) wilfully assaults, ill-trcats, ncglects, abandons, or |
c\poses him or causes or procures him to be asqaultcd |
ll-treated, neglected, abandoned or exposed n a |
manner hkcly to cause him unnecessary suffering or !
injury to health (including injury to or loss of sight or ‘
hearing or limb or organ of the body or any mental
dleIl”‘ClllLllt) or
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(b) cxposes him to the risk of burning by allowing him to
be i any place near an open fire without any protection
or guard against the risk of his being burnt or scalded
or without taking any reasonable precautions against
that risk; or

(¢) leaves him at night unattended by any person over the
age of seventeen; or

(d) leaves him unattended by any person over the age of
seventeen in a motor vehicle,

shall be guilty of an offence and hable upon conviction to a
finc not cxcecding one hundred pounds or to a term of
mmprisonment not cxceeding two years.
Prohibition 33. Any person who causes or allows any juvenile to be
of juveniles -
bemgueed used for the purposes of begging or for the purposes of
inbegeing  trading or hawking between the hour of 8 p.m. and sunrise
andin . shall be guilty of an offence and liable upon conviction to a
night. fine not exceeding one hundred pounds or to a term of
imprisonment not exceeding two years.

PART N.—POWER TO MAKE REGULATIONS

Regutations. 34, The Minister may make regulations generally for the -
carrying into effect of this Law and without prejudice to the
gencrality may make regulations for—

(@) regulating the management, control, inspection,
discipline and interior economy of appmvcd mstitu-
tions;

(b) providing for the inspection of persons committed to
the custody of approved institutions and of individuals;

(c) prescribing the disposal of contributions made under
scetion 29;

(d) prohibiting the employment of children or young
persons 1n any particular trade, occupation, businecss
or calling.
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(Cap. 31)

10. Where a child or young person is to be brought before
the court and an application 1s to be made to the court for an
order in respect of the child or young person, the person=
intending to make the application shall, unless he is himself
the pa1ent or guardian of the child or young person, serve a
notice on such parent or guardian, if he can be found,
specifying the grounds upon which the child or young
person is to be brought before the court, and the time and
place at which the court will sit; and in any case shall send
a notice to the registrar.

11. A summons or warrant may if nccessary be issued to
securc the attendance of the child or young person before the
court and the provisions of Part XI of the Criminal Procedure
Law shall apply as if the application were by way of complaint
for the purpose of instituting proceedings under that Taw
and the child or young person were the defendant in such
proceedings.

12. (1) The court shall, except where the child or young
person is legally represented, allow his parent or guardian,
if present, to conduct the case in opposition to the application.

(2) Where the parent or guardian cannot be found, or
cannot in the opinion of the court reasonably be 1equucd to
attend, the court may allow any relative or other responsible
person to take the place of the parent or guardian for the--
purposcs of this Part of these rules.

13. Before proceeding with the hearing the court shall
explain to the child or young person the reason for his
presence and the substance of any application concerning
him which may have been made.

14. (1) The court shall then proceed to hear the evidence
tendered in support of the application.

(2) Where the naturc of the case, or the evidence to be
given, 1s such that in the opinion of the court it is in the
iterests of the child or young person that the evidence,
other than any evidence relating to the character or conduct
ot the child or young person, should net be given in his
presence, the court may hear any part of that evidence in his
abscnee; and in that event his _parent or guardian, if present,
shall be permitted to remain in court during the absence of
the child or young person.
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Rules 3

ol 1940,

Short title,

Definitions.

Minister to
approve the
person in
chargeof a
remand
home.

Stall to
include per-
sons with
educational

qualification.

Oflences by
subordinate
oflicers.

Remand Homes Rules

made under section 15
PArRT I.—PRELIMINARY

1. These rules may be cited as the Children and Young
Persons (Remand Homes) Rules.

2. Inthese rules—
“inmate”” means a child or young person in a remand home;

“official wvisitor’” means any administrative officer,” any
medical officer, the Commissioner of Police and any
superior police officer duly authorized in writing by him,
any magistrate or justice of the peace and any other
person authorized in writing by a Provineial Secretary;

“subordinate staff” means members of the staff and other
employees of a remand home engaged as such;

“the warden” means the person in charge of a remand home.

Part II.—STAFF

3. The person in charge of a remand home, hereinafter in
these regulations referred to as the warden, shall be approved
by the Minister as a fit and proper person to be the principal
of a remand home.

4. The staft of a remand home shall include such number
of persons possessing adequate educational qualifications and
experience in social work as the Minister may require in
respect of any particular remand home.

5. Any subordinate officer who—

(a) strikes or uses or offers any violence against or uses
threatening or insubordinate language towards his
superior officer; or

(h) wilfully disobeys any lawful command of his superior
officer; or

(¢) commits the offence of being drunk on duty; or

#The footnote on page 223 applies also to these Rules,
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Application
ot rules to
inmates

detained for

siafety.

Suspension
of rules.

33. An inmate detained in a remand home as a place of
safety under the provisions of any other written law shall be
subject to these rules in the same way as if he had been
committed to custody in the remand home.

34. Where the Provincial Secretary is satisfied with regard
to any particular remand home within his province that
owing to the small number of inmates, the nature of the
premises or other special circumstances it is desirable so to
do, he may from time to time by notice in writing to the
warden suspend the application of any of these rules to the
remand home specified in the notice for such time and subject
to such conditions as may be specified in the notice.
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CHAPTER 20
CINEMATOGRAPH LAW
Arrangement of Sections o
Section
1. Short title.
2. Interpretation.
3. Exhibition of inflammable film.
4. Provisions as to licences.
5. Supervision at exhibitions to ensure safety from fire.
0.  Power to appoint Board of Censors.
7. Appointment of censorship committees.
8. Films and posters not to be exhibited unless approved.
9. Duties and powers of censorship committee.
10.  Right of appeal.
11.  Offences.
12.  Power of entry.
13. Penalties.
14, Power to make regulations,
CHAPTER 20
A Law for the better Regulation and Control of Cinema- LoofN. o
tograph and similar Exhibitions and Posters Cap. 32.
advertising such Exhibitions, and for purposes N 3 0f1950.
connected therewith. 1953,
N.L.N. 131
of 1954.
N.L.N. 120
of 1957.
[1st April, 1934]
1. This Law may be cited as the Cinematograph Law. Short title.
2. In this Law— Interpreta-
tion.

“Board” means the Board of Censors appointed under

section 6 of this Law;
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decision. The censorship committee may approve part of a
film whilst disapproving another part thereof, and may give
such directions in the matter and may so act as it shall think
proper for the purpose of giving effect to its decision.

(3) A film to which any matter has been added after it has
been approved shall be again submitted for approval, and
until it has been again approved shall be deemed not to have
been approved. '

(4) Any approval given under the provisions of sub-
section (2) or subsection (3) may be general, in which case it
shall apply to the whole of Eastern Nigeria, or may specify
the area or place in which such film or part thereof or such
poster may or may not be exhibited or displayed, as the case
may be. Any decision so made shall form part of the decision
to be recorded in accordance with the provisions of subsection
(2) and shall be the subject of appeal in accordance with the
provisions of section 10 as if it were a refusal to approve.

(5) When a censorship committee has refused to approve
any film or part thereof, and an appeal against such refusal
has not been instituted under section 10, the committee may
retain such film or excise and retain such part until its
exportation from Nigeria or until it is otherwise disposed of
m accordance with the directions of the committee, and the
committee shall have the like powers where an appeal against
such refusal has been dismissed.

10. (1) There shall be a right of appeal in the manner }}igijjnof
prescribed by regulations made hereunder to the Board by— """

(@) any person aggrieved by the refusal of a censorship
committee to approve any film or part thereof or
poster, provided such appeal is instituted within
twenty-one days of the notification in the manner
prescribed of such refusal; and

(b) the Minister if in his opinion any film, picture or pdrt
thereof or poster approved by a censorship committee
depicts any matter that is against public order and
decency, or the exhibition of which for any other
reason is 1n the opinion of the Minister undesirable.

(2) On any such appeal the Board may give any such
directions as it thinks proper and the order of the Board shall
be final and conclusive,
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13. (1) Any person who—
(@) contravenes any of the provisions of section 3; or
(b) is guilty of an offence under section 11,

shall on conviction be liable to a fine not exceeding two
hundred pounds or to imprisonment for two years or to both
such fine and imprisonment, and, in addition, where the
offence is a continuing one, shall be liable to a fine of five
pounds for each day during which the offence continues..

(2) Any person who contravenes any of the provisions of
section § shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable to a
fine of fifty pounds.

14. The Minister may make regulations for all or any of
the purposes following—

(@) for the appointment of persons to be prescribed
authorities for the purposes of this Law and for defining
the jurisdiction, powers and duties and for prescribing
the remuneration (if any) of such prescribed
authorities;

(b) for prescribing the fees to be paid for any matter or
thing to be done under this Law or under any regula-
tions made hereunder and for exempting any person
or class of persons from payment thereof;

(¢) for prescribing the forms to be used for any matter or
thing to be done under this Law or under any regula-
tions made hereunder;

(d) for prescribing the procedure with respect to the
application for, and to the grant of, licences under
section 4 and the terms, conditions and restrictions
thercof or relating thereto;

(e) for controlling and regulating the production of films
in order to prevent the performance during such
production of undesirable or dangerous acts or acts
against public order and decency;

(f) for prescribing conditions to be observed with reference
to the safety from fire or otherwise of any cinematograph
theatre or other premises or vehicles or vessels on or in
which exhibitions are given and for the safety and
control of person attending the same;

Penalties.

Powerto
make
regulations.
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CHAPTER 20

CINEMATOGRAPH LAW

Arrangement of Sections

Section

1. Short title. - o]
2. Interpretation. ' ‘ I
3. Exhibition of inflammable film. |
4. Provisions as to licences, 1
5. Supervision at exhibitions to ensure safety from fire.
6. Power to appoint Board of Censors.
7.  Appointment of censorship committecs. ,
8. Tilms and posters not to be exhibited unless approved. ; l
9. Duties and powers of censorship committee.
1. Right of appeal.
11, Offences.
12. Power of entry.
13.  Penalties.
14.  Power to muake regulations.

CHAPTER 20

A Law for the better Regulation and Control of Cinema- L, N
tograph and similar Exhibitions and Posters ¢, 1.
advertising such Exhibitions, and for purposes Ef {Jf%9'59;‘
connected therewith. 1953,

N.L.N. 131 ‘

0of 1954, l

N.L.N. 120 |
|

|

of 1957.
[1st April, 1934]

1. This Law may be cited as the Cinematograph Law. Short title.

2. In this Law— Interpreta-

. tion.
“Board” means the Board of Censors appointed under
section 6 of this Taw;
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9. (1) In order to secure the safety of the audience the
licensec of a cinematograph theatre or of an occasional theatre
or some responsible person nominated by him in writing as
manager shall be present and in charge during the whole
time of each exhibition and shall be assisted by a sufficient
staft of attendants who shall include a chief attendant and not
less than one attendant for each exit. The licensee or such
responsible person shall instruct the chiet attendant and the
attendants as to their respective duties, with particular
reference to carrying out the requirements of these regulations.
A suitable uniform shall be worn by all attendants when the
public are admitted to the theatre.

(2) The licensee shall, on nominating a manager in
accordance with sub-regulation (1) of this regulation,
immediately inform the prescribed authority in writing of the
name and address of such manager.

(3) Where at any exhibition the majority of the audience
arc under fourteen years of age, the number of attendants
required by sub-regulation (1) of this regulation shall be such
as to enable them effectively to control the movements of the
children whilst entering and leaving the premises and during
the exhibition and to ensure the orderly and safe clearance of
the hall in case of emergency and shall be in the proportion of
not less than one attendant to every fifty children.

(4) All the attendants shall remain on duty during the
whole time while the premises are open to the public.

(5) All persons responsible for or employed in or in
connection with the exhibition shall take all due precautions
for the prevention of accidents and shall abstain from any
act whatever which tends to cause fire and is not reasonably
necessary for the purpose of the exhibition.

(6) The operators and every other person who may be
called upon to handle inflammable film within the building
for any purpose shall be fully instructed as to the dangers
arising from the use of inflammable film, the precautions to
be observed to prevent risk of ignition and the steps to be
taken in the event of a film smouldering or catching fire.

(7) At every exhibition there shall be present at least one
member of the staff who holds a certificate dated within the
preceding three years and signed by the Chief Officer, Fire

Stafi‘.
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Safety
lighting.

Jatterics
for safcty
lighting.

(n) Motor generators or electrical generating plant and the
main v tch-gear shall be in a room or rooms cons-
tructed of fire-resisting materials, Such room or
rooms may also contain the main resistances and the
main supply fuses and switches and shall be well
ventilated and shall not communicate directly with the
auditorium or any part of the building to which the
public is admitted.

26. (1) Me_.s of illumination, hereafter in these regula-
tions called th= safety lighting, shall be provided in every
cinematograp.

(@) inthca .itorium, and

(b) unless they arc adequately lighted by daylight, in all

exits lerding therefrom to the outside of the theatre,
includi - all courts, passages, stairways or ramps, and
in all other parts of the premises to which for the time
being the public has access, and

(¢) for all notices indicating exits from any part of the

premises.

(2) The safety lighting of every part of a cinematograph
theatre not adequately lighted by daylight shall at all times
when members of the public are upon the premises be
maintained in working order, and so kept in use that it is
adequatc to enable the pubhc to sec their way out of the
premiscs.

(3) In addition to their illumination by the safety lighting,
all notices indicating cxits from any part of a cinematograph
theatre shall at all times when members of the public are upon
the premises be illuminated by the general lighting.

(4) Electrical conductors forming part of the safety
lighting system shall not be contained in the same conduit
or 1llco1p01atcd in the same cable as electrical conductors
uscd for any other purposc.

(5) The safety lighting system shall not be controllable
from the plOJCCthH room or re- \\mdmg room, Or a room
where film is stored or from any place accessible to the public.

27. Where the safety lighting is derived from a battery of
accumulators the battery shall be fully charged before the
public is first admitted on any day, and, except in the cases

for -
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Application
of Part VI.

Fire

precautions.

Spool boxes.

(b) regulations 7, 8, 9 (7), 10 (2), 18, and 21;
(¢) regulations 22 to 29 both inclusive.

Part VI.—PORTABLE PROJECTORS

41. This Part shall apply only where a portable self-
contained projector is used but nothing herein shall be
construed as an exemption from the provisions of any other
part of these regulations except to the extent permitted by
these regulations.

42. (1) The projector and the illuminant shall be entirely
enclosed 11 1 casing of fire-resisting material except for such
openings . are necessary for effective manipulation and
ventilation.

(2) Any electric wiring or terminals fitted within the
casing shall be so placed that it shall be impossible for films
in use in the projector to come in contact therewith.

(3) Each electric circuit on the projector shall be fitted
with a separate switch controlled from outside the casing,
and so placed as to be within reach of the operator when
standing at the projector.

(4) No illuminant other than electric light in hermetically
sealed lamps shall be used within the projector, and the
tluminant shall be separately encased in such a way as to
prevent contact with the film. '

(5) The heat of the illuminant, and its position in relation
to the optical system, shall be such that it is impossible for
the rays of light to ignite a stationary film.

43. (1) The projector shall be fitted with spool boxes of
incombustible material which shall be made to close in such
a manner, and shall be fitted with film-slots so constructed,
as to prevent the passage of flame to the interior of the box.

(2) The spool boxes shall not be capable of carrying a roll
of film of more than ten inches in diameter, and shall be so
constructed as to be easily detachable from the apparatus.

(3) All film shall be contained in spool boxes which shall
be attached to the projector. The doors of spool boxes shall
be securely closed at all times except when loading or unload-
ing film. After loading a spool box no film shall be exposed
except the portion necessary for threading-up.
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SECOND SCHEDULE ~~ continued

(1) the prescribed authority may revoke this licence in the event of fatlure
on the part of the licensee to observe the conditions hercof or the provisions
of the Cinematograph Law or any regulations made thercunder, or of the
building becoming unsafe, or of any material altcration being made in the
theatre or projection room without the consent of the preseribed authority;

(1) (inscrt here such additional conditions relating to fire precautions as
may be required by the preseribed authority under regulation 10 (1) of the
Cuenatograph Regulations).

' CINEMATOGRAPHT REGULATIONS
IFornt G
OCCABSIONAL THEATRE LICENCE

Licence s hereby granted to.
of ..
films on the premises known as
STLLCU Lo e eeene s et

.to exhibit

This Ticenee is issucd subject to the observance by the licensee of the
provisions ol the Cinematograph Law and of the regulations made there-
under and of the conditions set out in this licence.

Prescribed Authority for (specify arca)
Lee paid: Date
CONDITIONS

(¢) The number ol persons who may be admitted o use the seating
accommodittion shall not exeee i,

(0 The licensee shall display over the main entrance of the theatre a
notice Lo the effeet that the building has been licensed as a cinematograph
theatre;

() Al exits and firc-cscapes shall, during the presence of the public in
the theatre, be kept clear of obstructions;

(d) The Ticensee shall take all reasonable precautions for the prevention
of accidents and shall comply strictly with the Cinematograph Regulations.

{¢) no film may be removed from one part of the premises to another
unless it is contained in a closed metal box;

(/) the preseribed authority may revoke this licence in the cvent of
_latlure on the part of the licensee to observe the canditions hereof or the
provisions of the Cinematograph Law or any regulations made thercunder;

(0) (insert here such additional conditions relating to fire precautions
as may be required by the preseribed authority under regulation 10 (1) of
the Cinenmuwtograph Regulations).

Reg. 51,
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FIRST SCHEDULE — continued :
Division Clans |

Okigwi ... ... [Thitte.
Obowo.
Ugboma.
Ehime.
Mbama.
Nsu.
Ugirl.
Umukabia-Agbaja.
Osu.
Nneato Ogumezie.
Otanchara-Otanzu,
Isuochi.
Nneato.
Unmuchezie,
Uturu.
Imenyi.
Isuamawa.
Oguduasa.
Okigwi Town.

Orlu .. TIsu.
Oru.
Orsut. -
Mbanasa. '
Nwabosi.
Ndizuogu.

Ahoada ... ... Tkwerre.
Ekpeye.
Ogba.
Etche.
Engenni.
Egbema,
Abua.

Ogoni ... ... Gokana.
Bangh (Northern Khana).
Tai.
Baen.
Babbe.
Eleme.

Aba ... Asa.
Ndoki.
Amaise.
Mbutu.
Nvosi.
Ngwaobi.

Ngwaukwu,
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Tinc on

villages, ctc.,

accessory to
crime.

3. The Governor may impose fines on all or any inhabitants
of any village or district or members of any tribe or
community if, after inquiry, he finds—

(@)

()

that they have colluded with any criminal, or har-
boured, or rescued, or attempted to rescue, or failed
to take all reasonable means to prevent the escape of,
any criminal or any person accused of having commit-
ted a crime concerning whom a public announcement
had previously been made within the limits of their
village or district by an authorized emissary of an
administrative officer or of a local government council;

that they have suppressed, or combined to suppress,
evidence in any criminal case, investigation, or inquiry,
or in any inqucst;

that stolen property, or property which might reason-
ably be suspected of being the proceeds, or part of the
proceeds, of a theft concerning which a public
announcement had previously been made in the
manner specified in paragraph (), having been traced
to within the limits of their village or dlbtllCt they
have failed or neglected to restore the property or to
take on the track beyond the limits of such village or
district;

that they have wilfully disobeyed, or neglected or
refused to carry out, any lawful order given to them by
an administrative officer or a local government council;

that their conduct has been such as to require the
bringing of soldiers or police to the village or district
or the employment of soldiers or police against them
for the purposes of preventing or suppressing dis-
turbances, or enforcing lawful orders or the payment
of taxes leviable under any law;

and may order the whole or any part of the fines recovered
under the provisions of paragraphs (a), (6) and (c) to be
applicd in compensation for the injury caused by the offence
of which the criminal is accused or to which the criminal
casc, investigation, mquuy, or inquest relates, or in compensa-
tion to the owner of the stolen property.
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1..of N.
1948,
Cap. 37.
N.16 of
1950, scc.
224,
N.1..N. 131
of 195+,
N.L.N. 47
of 1955,

- ER.N, 14
of 1958.

Short title.

Natters in
respect of
which
Governor
may
exercise
powers.
Power to
iSsue
commissions
of inquiry.

Particulars
of
commission.

Inquiry
normally.

CHAPTER 24

A Law to provide for the holding of Commissions of
Inquiry.

[22nd February, 1940]

1. This Law may be cited as the Commissions of Inquiry
Law.

2. The powers conferred by this Law upon the Governor
may be excrcised by him in respect of any matter within the
competence of the Legislature of Eastern Nigeria.

3. (1) The Governor may, whenever he shall deem it
desirable, issue a commission appointing one or more
commissioners, and authorizing such commissioners, or any
quorum of them therein mentioned, to hold a commission of
inquiry into the conduct of any officer in the public service of
Eastern Nigeria, or of any chief, or the management of any
department of the public service, or of any local institution,
or into any matter in respect of which, in his opinion, an
inquiry would be for the public welfare. The Governor
may appoint a sccretary to the commission, who shall perform
such dutics as the commissioners shall prescribe.

(2) Each commission shall specify the subjects of inquiry,
and may, in the discretion of the Governor, if there is more
than one commissioner, direct which commissioner shall be
chairman, and direct where and when such inquiry shall be
madc and the report thereof rendered, and prescribe how such
commission shall be executed.

(3) Such inquiry shall, subject to the powers of the
commissioners under section 8, be held in public, unless the
Governor shall give a direction to the contrary, but the
commissioners shall nevertheless be entitled to exclude any
particular person for the preservation of order, for the due
conduct of the inquiry, or for any other reason.
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16. Any person whose conduct is the subject of inquiry
under this Law or who s in any way implicated or concerned
in the matter under inquiry shall be entitled to be represented
by counscl at the whole of the inquiry, and any other person
who may consider i* Jesirable that he should be so represented
may by leave of the :ommissioners be represented in manner
aforesaid.

17. The following shall be deemed to be an act of contempt

within the meaning of this Law—

(a) any act of disrespect and any insult or threat offered to
the commissioners or any of them while sitting in
commission;

(b) any act of disrespect and any insult or threat offered to
a commissioner at any other time and place on account
of his proceedings in his capacity as a commissioner.

18. (1) Any person who commits an act of contempt,
whether the act is or 1s not committed in the presence of the
commissioners sitting in commission, shall be liable—

(@) on summary conviction before a court of competent
jurisdiction to a fine of one hundred pounds; or

(b) on the order of the commissioners to a fine of ten
pounds:

Provided that no fine shall be imposed by the commis-
sioncrs under this subsection until the commissioners shall
have heard the offender in his defence.

(2) Any fine imposed by the commissioners under sub-
section (1) shall be recoverable in the same manner as a fine
imposed Dy a magistrate’s court.

(3) An appeal shall lie to the High Court on a point of law
and also on fact against an order of the commissioners under
subsection (1) as if such order were a decision of a magistrate
against which an appeal lay.

19. (1) Where an act of contempt is alleged to have been
committed but not in the presence of the commissioners
sitting 1n commission the commissioners may summon the
offender to appear before them at a time and place to be
specified in such summons, there to show cause why he
should not be judged to have committed an act of contempt
and be dealt with accordingly.
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(2)  any person who has been summoned in accordance
with ¢ section (1) hereof fails to attend at the time and place
specif  in the summons, the commissioners may issue a
warra. o compel the attendance of such person and order
such { son to pay all costs which may have been occasioned
in cor lling his attendance and may also fine such person
asum five pounds, such fine to be recoverable in the same
mann¢ s a fine imposed by a magistrate’s court.

(3) e summons under subsection (1) and the warrant
issued  der subsection (2) may respectively be as in Forms
Cand in the Schedule.

(4) e summons shall be served by the police or by such
person  the commissioners may direct.

20. Witnesses and other persons, other than inter-
preters ‘tending at the request of or upon summons by the
commi...oners shall, subject to any order made by the
commis~*oners, be entitled to like expenses as if summoned
to atten: -he High Court in a criminal trial.

(2) Li..crpreters shall receive such remuneration as the
commissioners may direct.

(3) The payment to witnesses, other persons and to
interpreters shall be made out of the public revenue.

21. The commissioners shall make and furnish to the
Governor a full report in writing of their proceedings, and
shall record an opinion and reasons leading to their
conclusions. Any commissioner dissenting from the con-
clusions, or any part thereof, shall note the reason for such
dissent.

22. No commissioner shall be liable to any action or suit
for any matter or thing done by him as such commissioner.

23. (1) When issuing any commission the Governor, if he
considers it advisable to do so, may direct that the commis-
sioners shall not exercise all the powers conferred on them
by this Law. ‘

(2) Any such directions shall be in writing and shall
specify which powers the commissioners are not to exercise.

(3) On receipt of such directions the commissioners shall
perform their duty as if the powers specified in such directions
had not been conferred by this Law upon commissioners
appointed under this Law.
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(e) save as otherwise provided by the Legislature of the
Region, if he becomes a member of a statutory
corporation; or

(f) if he is absent from two consecutive meetings of the
House and the Speaker of the House does not, by
writing under his hand, excuse his absence within one
month after the end of the second meeting.

(2) The Legislature of the Region may, in order to permit
any member ot the House of Assembly who has been adjudged
to be a lunatic, declared to be of unsound mind, sentenced to
decath or imprisonment or adjudged or declared bankrupt to
appeal against the decision 1n accordance with any law in
force in Nigeria, provide that, subject to such conditions as
may be prescribed, the decision shall not have effect for the
purposes of this section until such time as may be pres-
cribed.

(3) In this section the expression ‘‘statutory corporation’
has the meaning assigned to it for the purposes of section 8
of this Constitution.

13. (1) There shall be an Electoral Commission for the
Region.
(2) The members of the Electoral Commission of the
Region shall be—
(@) the chairman of the Electoral Commission of the
TFederation, who shall be chairman;
(b) the member of the Electoral Commission of the
Federation representing the Region; and
(¢) two other members or such greater number of members

as may be appointed by the Governor, acting in
accordance with the advice of the Premier.

(3) A person shall not be qualified for appointment as a
member of the Electoral Commission of the Region if he is
a member of either Legislative House of the Region, a
member of either House of Parliament or a member of a
Legislative House of another Region, a Minister of the
Government of the Region, a Minister of the Government of
the Federation, a Minister of the Government of another
Region or a member of the public service of the Region, the
public service of the Federation or the public service of
- another Region.

—
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(4) Subject to the provisions of this section, a member of
the Electoral Commission of the Region appointed by the
Governor shall vacate his office—

(a) at the expiration of five years from the date of his

appointment; or -

(b) if any circumstances arise that, if he were not a member

of the Commission, would cause him to be disqualified
for appointment as such.

(5) A member of the Electoral Commission of the Region
appointed by the Governor may be removed from office by
the Governor, acting in accordance with the advice of the
Premier, for inability to discharge the functions of his office
(whether arising from infirmity of mind or body or any other
cause) or for misbehaviour.

(6) A member of the Electoral Commission of the Region
appointed by the Governor shall not be removed from office
except in accordance with the provisions of this section.

(7) In the exercise of its functions under this Constitution
the Electoral Commission of the Region shall not be subject
to the direction or control of any other person or authority.

14. (1) The Region shall be divided into as many consti-
tuencies as there are members of the House of Assembly
by virtue of section 6 of this Constitution, and shall be so
divided in such manner as the competent authority, acting
with the approval of each Legislative House of the Region
signified by resolution, may prescribe.

(2) The boundaries of each constituency shall be such that
the number of inhabitants thereof is as nearly equal to the
population quota as is reasonably practicable:

Provided that the number of inhabitants of a constituency
may be greater or less than the population quota in order to
take account of means of communication, geographical
features and the distribution of different communities.

(3) The competent authority shall review the division of
the Region into constituencies at intervals of not less than
eight and not more than ten years and may alter the consti-
tuenciee in ann- o o ‘ ection to
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(5) When a money bill is sent to the House of Chiefs from
the House of Assembly it shall bear a certificate of the
Speaker of the House of Assembly that it is a money bill.

(6) When a bill is presented to the Governor in pursuance
of this section it shall bear a certificate of the Speaker of the
House of Assembly that this section has been complied with
and that certificate shall be conclusive for all purposes and
shall not be questioned in any court.

7) This section does not apply to any bill for the purposes
of section 5 of the Constitution of the Federation.

28. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, each
Legislative House of the Region may regulate its own
procedure.

(2) Each Legislative House of the Region may act not-
withstanding any vacancy in its membership (including any
vacancy not filled when the House first meets after any
dissolution) and the presence or participation of any person
not entitled to be presentat or to participate in the proceedings
of the House shall not invalidate those proceedings.

29. Without prejudice to the generality of section 81 of this
Constitution, in this Part of this Chapter “‘money bill” means
a bill that in the opinion of the Speaker of the House of
Assembly contains only provisions dealing with—

(a) the imposition, repeal, remission, alteration or regula-

tion of taxation;

(b) the 1111p031t10n for the payment of debt or other
financial purposes of charges on the Consolidated
Revenue Fund or any other public fund of the Region
or the variation or repeal of any such charges;

(c) the grant of money to the state or to any other person or
authority or the variation or revocation of any such
grant;

(d) the appropriation, receipt, custody, investment, issue
or audit of accounts of public money;

(e) the raising or guarantee of any loan or the repayment
thereof; or

(f) subordinate matters incidental to any of those matters:

!7 (¥4

Provided that the expressions “taxation”, “public money”

and “loan” do not include any taxation, money or loan raised
by local authorities or bodies for public purposes,

325
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(2) The provisions of this section shall not apply in
relation to—
(@) the appointment and removal from ofhice of Ministers
of the Government of the Region, members of the
Executive Council and Parliamentary Secretarics to
Ministers, the assignment of portfolios to Ministers or
the authorization of another member of the Executive
Council to perform the functions of the Premier in
pursuance of section 39 of this Constitution;
(b) the dissolution of the Legislative Houses of the
Region;
(¢) the matters referred to in section 46 of this Constitu-
tion; or
(d) the cxercise of the powers conferred on the Attorney-
General of the Region by section 49 of this
Constitution. '
Allocation 38. The Governor, acting in accordance with the advice
of portfolios - ) : : - : . .
to Ministers. Of the Premier, may assign to the Premier or any other
Minister of the Government of the Region responsibility for
any business of the Government of the Region, including the
administration of any department of government.

Performance 39, (1) Whenever the Premier 1s absent from Nigeria or

olfunctions s by rcason of illness unable to perform the functions

during conferred upon him by this Constitution the Governor may
absence, cte. s - o 1

’ authorize some other member of the Executive Council to

perform those functions (other than the functions conferred

by this scction) and that member may perform those functions

until his authority is revoked by the Governor.

(2) The powers of the Governor under this section shall
be excercised by him in accordance with the advice of the
Premier:

Provided that if the Governor considers that it is impracti-
cablc to obtain the advice of the Premier owing to his absence
or illness he may exercise those powers without that advice.

Exereise of 40. (1) Inthe exercise of his functions under this Constitu-
y * tion, the Constitution of the Federation or any other law the
Governor shall act in accordance with the advice of the
IExecutive Council or a Minister of the Government of the
Region ucting under the general authority of the Executive

powers,
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writing to the Minister within thirty days of such decision;
and the decision of the Minister shall be final and conclusive.

(4) Subject to the rules, any liquidator appointed under
this Law shall, in so far as such powers are necessary for,
carrying out the purposes of this section, have all such
powers as are vested in a magistrate on the occasion of any
action 1n respect of summoning parties, enforcing the
attendance of witnesses and compelling the production of
documents.

(5) Any person wilfully neglecting or refusing to do any
act or to furnish any information, or furnishing information
known to be false, required for the purposes of this section,
or without reasonable excuse disobeying any summons,
requisition or order issued thereunder, shall be guilty of an
offence and shall be liable on conviction to imprisonment
for not more than six months or to a fine not exceeding--- .
one hundred pounds.

45. (1) A liquidator shall exercise his powers subject to
the direction and control of the registrar, who may—

(a) rescind or vary any order made by a liquidator and
make whatever new order is required;

(0) remove a liquidator from office;

(¢) call for any books, documents and assets of the society;

(d) Ly order in writing limit any of the powers of a liquida-
tor referred to in section 44;

(¢) require accounts to be rendered to him by the
liquidator;

(f) procure the auditing of the liquidator’s accounts and
authorize the distribution of the assets of the society;

(¢) make an order for the remuneration of the liquidator; or

(h) refer any subject of dispute between a liquidator and
any third party to arbitration if that party shall have
consented in writing to be bound by the decision of the
arbitrator.

(2) The registrar may insert a notice in the Eastern Nigeria
Gaszette stating the name or names of any society in respect. .
of which a winding-up order has been made. Any such
notice shall contain the name of the liquidator who has been
appointed in each case and his address, and shall state the
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(w) provide for the amalgamation or division of registered |

societies; :
(3) In any case where the registrar is satisfied that a
substantial number of members of any society is unacquainted
with the English language, he shall cause such rules to be
translated into a language with which such members are
acquainted, and additionally to be made known in such
manner as is customary for the community concerned. )

Rules of 55. Without prejudice to any power to make rules of -
(%’t‘;‘m court under the High Court Law, the High Court Rules
' Committee may after consultation with the Minister make
rules of court subject to the provisions of this Law for
regulating the pleading, practice and procedure of the High
Court or of a Magistrate’s Court in any matter brought
before such courts under the provisions of this Law and the
practice and procedure to be adopted and the forms to be
- employed by a liquidator in the exercise of his powers under
the provisions of subsection (1) of section 44 and by the

registrar in the exercise of his powers under the provisions of

subsection (2) of section 52.

PART XI.—MISCELLANEOUS

Casestated. 56, (1) Notwithstanding any thing contained in section 53
the registrar at any time when proceeding to a decision under
this Law, or the Minister at any time when an appeal has
been preferred to him against any decision of the registrar
under this Law, may refer any question of law arising out
of such decision for the opinion of the High Court.

(2) Any Judge, or Judges, of the High Court as the Chief
Justice may direct, may consider and determine any question
of law so referred and the opinion given on such question
shall be final and conclusive.

Recoveryof  57. (1) Such sums as may be due from a registered society

umsdueto —or from an officer or member or past member of a registered
society as such to the Government may be recovered in the
manner provided for the recovery of debts due to the Govern-
ment under the Law for the time being in force.

- (2) Sums due from a registered society to the Government
and recoverable under subsection (1) may be recovered first,
from the property of the society; secondly, in the case of a
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GENERAL MEETINGS

14. The supreme authority in a registered society shall be
vested in the general meeting of members at which every
member has a right to attend and vote on all questions.
Subject to the provisions of section 28 of the Law, each
member shall have one vote only which shall be exercised
in person and not by proxy.

15. The first meeting of members shall have the same
poswvers as are given to the annual general meeting, and shall
be held immediately or not later than one month after the
receipt of the certificate of registration of the society.

16. (1) The annual general meeting of members shall-be
convened by the committee as soon as the annual accounts
have been approved by the registrar or audited. At least
cight days’ notice shall be given.

(2) The functions of the annual general meeting shall be—

(a) to confirm the minutes of the last general meeting;

(b) to consider the committee’s annual report and the
annual accounts and balance sheet as approved by the
registrar or audited;

(¢) to decide upon the disposal of the net surplus of the
preceding year subject to the registrar’s approval; -

(d) to elect officers and committee members and where
applicable delegates and members of the Council of
Inspection or scrutinizers for the coming year;

(¢) to deal with any other business of a general meeting.

17. (1) General meetings shall be held at such intervals as
the bye-laws may specify.

(2) In addition, special general meetings may be convened
at any time by the committee or by the registrar or by the
scrutinizers or Council of Inspection or at the written

request of at least one-fifth of the members or delegates or

twenty members or delegates whichever is least:
Provided that—
(a) such written request shall state the object of the
proposed meeting;

(b) if the committee fails to call a meeting within fourteen
days from the receipt of such written request the
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containing such other terms and conditions as the
committee may consider necessary.

(h) It shall be lawful for the comnuttee to refuse to grant
a loan solely on the grounds that the applicant is in
arrears with compulsory savings or share instalments
or has defaulted on a previous loan or an instalment
thereof or on payment of interest thereon.

(¢) If, by reason of sickness or some other cause, a member
finds that he will be unable to discharge his obligations
to the registered society and notifies the secretary in
writing before the loan is due, the committee may,
with the consent of the sureties, extend the time fixed
for repayment on such conditions as it thinks fit:

Provided that—

(#) no such extension shall be for longer than one
year at a time, and

(1) every such extension shall be reported to the
next general meeting for confirmation.

(j) Where a loan or an instalment of a loan orinterestona
loan has not been paid on the date on which it became
due and no extension of time for the payment thereof
has been granted, the committee shall take steps for the
recovery of the loan from borrower and sureties and if
payment is not voluntarily made within one month
shall refer the matter to the registrar as a dispute under
section 53 of the Law.

32. (1) In every registered society whose objects include
and whose bye-laws permit the making of loans to members
in excess of a membet’s shares or interest or savings in the
society, a maximum credit limit shall be fixed for .each
member by the general meeting.

(2) The registrar may prescribe generally or specifically
limits to such maximum credit limits.

(3) Subject to any limits prescribed by the registrar, the
general meeting may from time to time revise such maximum
credit limits.

33. In a society whose objects include produce marketing,
(1) every member of the society shall deliver to the society,
at such place and in such manner as the committee may
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(7) The treasurer may be required to give security for such
amount as may be determined by and to the satisfaction of
the committec.

46. (1) The president shall be the principal officer of the
registered society and shall be responsible for ensuring that
the Law, rules and bye-laws are observed by all other officers
and members and that all decisions and directions of the
general meeting are given effect to.

(2) Unless otherwise specified in the standing rules
approved by the registrar the president shall preside at
general meetings and committee meetings and shall ensure
that meetings are summoned as prescribed in the rules and
bye-laws.

(3) The president or in his absence the chairman of the
committee shall sign all authorities for the disbursement of
funds in accordance with decisions of the committee.

47. (1) (a) Any registered society may, at a general
meeting specially called for the purpose after due notice,
resolve to divide itself into two or more societies.

(6) A copy of such resolution shall be forwarded to the
registrar who may issue a winding-up order and appoint a
liquidator under section 43 of the Law and shall issue such
instructions as he may consider necessary for the protectlon
of members and creditors and for the division of the society’s
assets and liabilities.

(2) Where at least one-third of the members of a registered
society apply to withdraw from the society with the consent
of the general meeting in order to establish a new society, the

~assets and liabilities of the society may be divided in such

manner as the registrar may approve.

(3) (@) Two or more registered societies may at general
meetings specially called for the purpose after due notice
resolve to amalgamate into one society.

(6) A copy of each such resolution shall be forwarded to
the registrar who may issue winding-up orders and appoint a
liquidator under section 43 and shall issue such instructions
as he may consider necessary for the protection of members
and creditors.

(4) Under this rule the registrar may revalue shares in
accordance with rule 11 before any division or amalgamation.























































































