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IN THE FIRST SESSION OF THE 
THIRD ASSEMBLY ENUGU STATE 
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY OF THE 
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA 
WHICH OPENED SECOND JUNE, 
2003 

Monday, 2"d June, 2003 

The House met at 1 Oa.m. pursuant to 
a Proclamation by the Governor of 
Enugu State of Nigeria published in the 
Official Gazette No. 3, Volume 12 of 3 1"'1 

May, 2003. 

And it being the first meeting of this 
House, Herbert Emeka Udeh, Clerk of 
Enugu State House of Assembly 
attending in the House, took his Seat, 
and called the House to Order. 

Roll Call of the Members-Elect was 
taken. 

All Members-Elect took their seats. 

A PROCLAMATION 
State Government (under the 

Constitution of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria, 1999) The House of Assembly 
of Enugu State. 

A Proclamation 
By His Excellency, Dr. Chimaroke 

Ogbonnia Nnamani, Governor of Enugu 
State of Nigeria; 

1 
WHEREAS the former House of 
Assembly of Enugu State was dissolved 
on 3ls' day of May, 2003; 

AND WHEREAS it is expedient that 
the First Session of the new House of 
Assembly of the State be COILVened; 

NOW THEREFORE, 1, DR. 
CHIMAROKE OGBONNJA 
NN_AMANI, Governor of Enugu State 
of Nigeria,· in exercise of the powers in 
that behalf vested in me, do by this 
Proclamatioll, appoint the Chamber of 
the Old Eastern House of Assembly 
complex, G.R.A., · Enugu, on Monday 
the 21711 day of June, 2003 at 10 o'clock 
in the forenoon, to be the place, date 
and time, respectively for the Holding 
of the First Session of the new House 
of Assembly of Enugu State of Nigeria. 

Given under my hand and the 
Public Seal of Enugu State of Nigeria, 
this 3ls1 day of May, 2003. 

PRAYERS 

The Clerk of the House: I wish to 
welcome all the Members-Elect, 
visitors and well wishers. My names 
are Herbe1i Emeka Udeh, and I am the 
Clerk of the Enugu State House of 
Assembly. I want to use this 
opportunitY · to congratulate all 
Members-Elect on their successes in 
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the recently held election into the Enugu 
State House of Assembly. I wish you 
fruitful years of dedicated legislative 
duties to EnuguState. Congratulations! 

ELECTION OF SPEAKER 

Mr. P. Anikwe (Ezeagu) Mr. Clerk, 
Sir, it is my delight to move the Motion 
nominating the Member for Aninri 
Constituency (Jvfr. Abel Chukwu) to be 
the Speaker of this Honourable House 
(Applause). 

I make this nomination based on the 
following factors. Mr. Abel Chukwu is 
a happily married man and a well tested 
and trusted leader. It wi 11 not be strange 
if we make continuity a law in Nigeria, 
based on the fact that the most existing 
word in our dictionary for today in 
Nigerian politics is continuity and 
stability. 

We made history on the 29111 of last 
month (May) at Okpara Square where 
the indefatigable, unshakeable Dr. 
Chimaroke Nnamani was returned as the 
Executive Governor of Enugu State 
(Applause). 

Today, history will not be complete if 
we go the other way round. It is based 
on these facts that I have moved that 
very Motion calling on the l-Ion. 
Member for Aninri (Mr. Abel Chukwu) 
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to take the Chair as the Speaker of the 
Enugu State House of Assembly 
(Applause). 

I have no doubt in my mind that the 
Hon. Member is an erudite scholar of 
repute. He is an impeccable and open
minded man, Unlike what we had 
before, where we had some group of 
men who were so force-like, 
galvernised and childish (Applause). 
We cannot afford this time around to 
go astray, as one would see continuity 
is our watch word. Therefore, I am 
nominating the Hon. Member for 
Aninri (]vfr. Abel Chukwu) to take the 
Chair as the Speaker or this 
Honourable House. Thank you 
(Applause). 

Mr. J. Ouidinma (Oji River) Mr. 
Clerk, Sir, · I do hereby second the 
Motion nominating the hon. Member 
for Aninri .Constituency (Jvfr. Abel 
Chukwu) to be the Speaker for the 
following reasons: 

1. He is an ally. 
2. He is an alloy. 

He is ally because we know him as 
a party leader he is a good man, a good 
party man. He is an alloy because of 
those reasons. And he has the 
following qualilies as well - he is an 
honest man, hard working, rigid but 
not very rigiJ on · the means of · 
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achieving those goals. These are the 
qualities we need in leadership. 

With these strong reasons, I stand to 
second the nomination of the han. 
Member for Aninri (Mr. Chukwu) to be 
the Speaker of this honourable House. 
Thank you (Applause) . 

The Clerk of the House: Is there 
any other nomination? 

And there being no other nomination, 
the House unanimously called Mr. Abel 
Chukwu to take the Chair, and he was 
taken out of his seat and conducted to 
the Table by Mr. P. Anikwe and Mr. J 
Obidinma. 

OATHS 

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE AND OATH 
OF MEMBERSHIP 

The Clerk of the House: Hon. Abel 
Chukwu, you are today elected the 
Speaker of Enugu State House of 
Assembly do you submit yourself to the 
Oaths of this House? 

Mr. Abel Cbukwu (Aninri) : Yes, I 
do. 

Thereupon the Speaker-Elect took 
and subscribed the Oaths as required by 
Law. 
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Mr. L.D. Cbukwu (Nkanu West): 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, other Protocols 
duly observed. Permit me to toy a 
little bit with the English Language. 
Every generation, out of its relative 
obscurity discovers its mission. They 
either fulfill it or ruin it. I want to talk 
of a "small boy" from Aninri Local 
Govenm1ent Area, precisely from 
Oduma. He is the man who led the 
minority to defeat the Majority 
(Applause). Although his head was 
bloody, he did not bow. The man who 
reminded me that there should be 
justice in this country, and confidence 
is restored when every other person is 
saying that there is no justice. The 
man who reminded me, according to 
St. Paul in his epistle that all things 
worketh out for good for those who 
love God and worship God. The man 
who reminded me that great men are 
not meant to be giants (Applause), but 
spirit, soul and body, the han. Member 
for Aninri (Mr. Chukwu) remains a 
giant. Mr. Speaker Sir, today is 
symbolic, today is historic . The han. 
Member from Aninri (Mr. Chukwu) is 
a symbol in history. He fought a good 
fight, he ran a good race and above all, 
he won. I congratulate you today. 
May the Almighty God in His infinite 
mercy shower you with His blessings. 
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It is the articulation of His 
Excellency, Dr. Chimaroke Nnamani 
who is the Managing Director of Ebe 
ano; a man of excellence, No Shaking 
and importer of Shi Ahareyee 
(Applause), and lastly, my political 
mentor and a good father. As you 
preside over the proceedings of this 
honourable House, I say may we never 
experience what you experienced in the 
last Session, when we had a crop of 
political inconsequentials as bon. 
Members. God will see you through. 
We will remain loyal to you. In the light 
of these few comments of mine, I say, to 
God be the Glory, Amen. (Applause). 

Mr. K. S. Ebenyi (Isi-Uzo): Mr. 
Speaker Sir, Chief Judge, my Lord, Mr. 
Clei·k and my bon. Colleagues. I want to 
congratulate the bon. Member for Aninri 
(Mr. Chukwu) as a second Speaker of the 
Enugu State House of Assembly. My 
two Colleagues who have spoken about 
the hon. Member (Mr. Chukwu) have 
said everything about him. But there is 
still something I want to point out to the 
people of Enugu State. I will thank my 
bon. Colleagues for making the wisest 
choice of voting the bon. Member for 
Aninri (Mr. Chukwu) as the Speaker. I 
have known Mr. Speaker for over seven 
years and we have worked together in 
this honourable House of Assembly for 
four years now. 
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We came into this House in 1999. 

Mr. Speaker was then made the 
Chairman of the Public Accounts 
Committee in the House. Then in the 
year 2000 we had crisis in the House 
of Assembly which led to change of 
leadership of the House. Then, Mr. 
Speaker became the Deputy Leader of 
Enugu State House of Assembly. 
Then, in a short while, for it did not 
take time he emerged as the Speaker of 
the Enugu State House of Assembly 
until last week when the House was 
dissolved. 

Another remarkable thing about Mr. 
Speaker was during his tenure as the 
Speaker of Enugu State House of 
Assembly. As you can recall, the year 
2001 (Mr. Chukwu) was the first 
Speaker in the whole Federation, in the 
history of Nigeria. to be appointed as 
an Acting Governor of Enugu State 
(Applause). His Excellency, the 
Executive Governor of Enugu State, 
Dr. Chimaroke Nnamani was on 
vacation and so also was the Deputy 
Governor. Due to the confidence His 
Excellency reposed on Mr. Speaker 
and from his trust and loyalty, he knew 
what Mr. Speaker has, and therefore, 
did not hesitate to leave the reigns of 
power of Enugu State in his hands. 
Mr. Speaker held that post for three 
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weeks while the Governor and his practi sed, and good practice is 
Deputy were away. Then he was the workable. Mr. Speaker has been tested 
Acting Govemor and at the same time and trusted. He is accommodating. 
discharging his duties as the Speaker of What more do we need from a leader. 
Enugu State House of Assembly. He Ladi~s ancl Gentlemen, I beg to warm 
combined the two functions and was my Seat. 
able to perform them effectively. 

In the light of that, l thank you once 
again and promise you that with the 
confidence reposed in him as the 
Speaker of Enugu State, Mr. Speaker is 
not going to let the people of Enugu 
State down. Ancl I want to appeal to you 
that if you gi ve him the kind of co
operation and support we the hon. 
Members, especially the eight of us that 
stayed with him during the crisis up till 
last week gave him, definitely he will 
take this Legislature to a greater height. 
I, therefore, urge you to support Mr. 
Speaker and to give him your co
operation. Thank you, very much. 
(Applause). 

Mr. M. Onyeze (lgbo-Eze North 1): 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I just want to buttress 
what the two aforementioned hon. 
Members have spoken on. Mr. Spe<lker 
as we all kno w him, he is <t man ol' 
action. He is a man who has a political 
shock absorber in him . 

He led us according to the law, to usc 
one-third to stop two-thirds from 
impeachment moves. It is on the Floor 
of this House that democracy is 

J\lr. Speaker: The Chief Judge of 
Enugu State, the Head of Service of 
Enugu Stale, Chief Raymond Okenwa. 
I em sec the former Head of Service, 
Dr. rvJrs. Angela Mgboh, I can as well 
sec the man who makes things to move 
in PDP in Enugu State, His Royal 
l'vbjcsty. Dr. Onyiaoha Nwanjoku. I 
can <I S well see from my immediate 
right, seated behind the hon. Member 
for lgbo-Ezc North li (Mr. Atigwe), the 
Vice Chancellor of Enugu State 
University of Science and Technology. 
You are all welcome, Sirs. 

I can as well see the Traditional 
Rul ers here, 1 welcome all of you. My 
Colleagues. the Clerk of the House and 
th e Clerks-at -Table, all the people of 
Enugu State here, gentlemen of the 
press. Ltclies nnd Gentlemen, I thank 
you all. 

Distinguished Members of the 
Enugu State House of Assembly, I am 
it1decJ delighted to once again sit in 
your midst today as the Speaker of this 
great Assembly. By your singular 
gesture of electing me the Speaker, the 
first to succeed himself in the history 
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of this Assembly, you have down to work, we must bear these 
demonstrated your resolve to ensure objectives to ensure that our actions 
good leadership in the State. You have are guided by the principles of justice, 
shown commitment to continuity. I equity and good conscience. 
commend you for your wisdom and 
courage. 

Honourable Members, before I 
continue, I must not !ail to congratulate 
you on your success at lite polls. Please 
accept my congratulations. I remain 
grateful to God for the peaceful 
inauguration of this fifth Assembly. I 
thank you for electing me to preside over 
the affairs of this honourable House. It 
is a privilege; I will neither forget nor 
abuse. 

Dear Colleagues, democracy is a 
wonderful gift to liS Nigerians. It is the 
only form of government that can 
guarantee equal opportunities to both the 
rich and the poor, and ensure grassroot 
development. Moreover, what makes 
any government democratic is the 
Legislature. After all, i11 other forms of 
govemment, the other two arms 
(Executive and. Judiciary) are ever in 
place. Laws were made by a few hand
picked elites. 

Today, the Constitution has 
empowered us to make Jaws. Our aim 
shall be to make laws that will guarantee 
peace, progress and development of 

Modern practitioners of democracy 
have argued that the principles of 
separation of powers cannot be fully 
pursued if democracy must thrive. 
They therefore opted for the principle 
of co-operation among the three arms 
of government. This means that the 
necessary checks and balances must be 
carried out in love, understanding and 
for the over all good of good 
governance. While we perform our 
duties, we shall employ dialogue and 
fellowship in place of confrontation. I 
urge that we adopt the co-operative 
principles in the overall interest of the 
State and the sustenance of democracy. 

To you my good people of Enugu 
State, 1 thank you for the mandate 
given to us. The past four years were 
used as a period of learning in the 
democratic process. We have 
graduated and I, on behalf of my 
Colleagues assure you of a peaceful 
House and good legislation. We must 
bear your interests in mind in all our 
activities in this House. We humbly 
urge you to support and pray for us to 
achieve the desired objectives. 

Enugu State and above all, protect the · My dear Colleagues, the above 
interest of the poor masses. As we settle affirmation cannot be achieved without 
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your co-operation and resolve. No State 
Assembly can meet the desires of the 
people without understanding and peace. 
When a State Assembly is in crisis, the 
people suffer. I solicit for a harn1onious 
relationship; I solicit your co-operation 
to pilot the ship which you have made 
me the captain today. 

On my part, I assure you of good 
leadership; your collective interest shall 
be my concern at all times. We need not 
be reminded that in a Parliament like 
ours, all the elected members are equal. 
All of you are qualified to lead the 
House. My election as the Speaker does 
not mean that I am superior to any of 
you. Rather, I was elected the Speaker 
because one person must direct the 
affairs of the House. And you have 
made up your minds that I should be that 
one person. I cannot in anyway claim to 
be perfect since I am human. 
Consequently, I urge you to offer 
corrections when and where necessary. I 
shall leave my door wide open for inputs 
from you. 

The people of Enugu State, I will 
never disappoint you. The people of 
Aninri that gave me the mandate, I have 
never disappointed you, and I will never 
disappoint you. Once more, I thank you 
for your wonderful gesture. May the 
Almighty God guide, protect and bless 
all of us . Thank you and God bless. 
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The Clerk of the House: Thank 

you Mr. Speaker for that beautiful 
acceptance speech. I just want to 
quickly remind everybody present here 
to please switch off his mobile phone 
because we are into a very serious 
legislative business. Do not distract us 
please, otherwise, I will ask the police 
to arrest you. You all are welcome. 
The next thing is the election of the 
Deputy Speaker. I will like to call on 
hon. Members to please nominate the 
Deputy Speaker. 

ELECTION OF DEPUTY 
SPEAKER 

Mr. A. Chigl>o (Uzo-Uwani): Mr. 
Speaker Sir, I want to move a Motion 
to elect the Deputy Speaker of Enugu 
State House of Assembly, and I am 
nominating the Rt. Hon. David Atigwe 
representing Igbo-Eze North II 
Constituency (Applause). 

Mr. Speaker Sir, permit me to give 
a brief biography of the bon. Member. 
Mr. David Atigwe was born in the year 
1944 at Arji Village, Igbo-Eze North, 
Enugu State. Honourable David 
Atigwe is married with children -
beautiful girls and boys. He attended 
his primary school, secondary school 
and higher institution here in Enugu 
State. The hon. Member joined 
politics in 1975. 
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Honourable Atigwe is the first Atigwe to be the Deputy Speaker of 

administrator of Umunano in 1993. In. this great Parliament. I am done, Sir. 
1999, the people of Igbo-Eze North II 
saw what was in him and elected him to 
represent them in this great Parliament 
of which he · served from 1999 till date. 
While in the State House of Assembly, 
he was the Chairman of the . Rules and 
Business Committee of this . House. 
Later, Mr. Speaker also . appointed him 
Chairman, Committee on Public 
Utilities, and later, Chairman Coinmittee 
on Civil Service and Labour Matters . 

Mr. Speaker, and the good people of 
Enugu State here present, I will take you 
back to what happened in Enugu State 
last year. I am sure that without the 
great eight-the great eight! Their names 
must remain indelible in the history of 
Enugu State, all of us would not have 
been here today, and Hon. David Atigwe 
was one of them (Applause) . Fellow hon. 
Members-Elect, · I would like to quote 

The Clerk of the House Thank you 
Mr. Chigbo. Is there any Seconder? 
Mr. E. Odo (Igbo Etiti East): Mr. 
Speaker Sir, my hon. Colleagues; there 
is a Motion on the Floor which I intend 
to second, and seconding it in favour 
of Hon. David Atigwe, is a premised 
on the fact that Hon. David Atigwe, as 
far as I know, is a peace-loving person .. 
He is an erudite retired soldier. He is a 
philanthropist and a social crusader 
and having · gone through 
Parliamentary trainings within and 
outside Nigeria, I feel he is in a better 
position to steer the Enugu State 
House of Assembly forward, with the 
assistance of all of us . I am solidly 
throwing my weight behind the Mover 
of this Motion, and . as such, align 
myselfwith the Motion. 

Hon. David Atigwe. He said, for one to Therefore, having said that, I 
be a loyalist, it is like a pregnant personally believe that Hon. David 
woman; it is either you are pregnant or Atigwe is a man of honour, and that 
you are not pregnant. To be loyal to the vote of honour, is for the post of 

. government ·and people of Enugu State__: Deputy Speaker, Enugu State House of 
is either you are one of the loyalists or Assembly. I therefore second his 
you are against the people of Enugu . nomination for your consideration. 
State. In this vein, Mr.. Speaker, I am Thank you very much (Applause) . 
sure that the people of Enugu State will 
agree with me that Hon. Atigwe merits 
to be Deputy Speaker of this great 
Parliament. I am pleading that you give 
me the support to allow Hon. David 

The Clerk of the House: Any 
further nominations? (No response) 
since there are no further nominations 
and since only Hon. Atigwe has been 
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. nominated to occupy .the Seat of the 
Deputy Speaker of Enugu State House of 
Assembly, 1, Mr. Herbert · Emel(a Udeh, 
do ·· hereby · declare Hoti. Atigwe the 
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St~tte, the Clerk of the House, bon . 
f'vlcmbers ol· Enugu State House of 
Assembly, all Protocols observed. 

elected Deputy Speaker ol' Enugu State Mr. Speaker Sir, I have to say that I 
Hotise ·of Assembly. ·May the Pi·oposcr ·· <nn as delighted as a lad, like in those 
and the Seconder lead him to his Scat:' days when I was a lad. My election 

·. Whereupon Han , ·· Alig11;e · · . \V([S : todny is providential, which shows that 
conducted to his -seat by the Propost·e there is time for everything. . I have 
and Seconier of the Motion. (Prolonged accepted the challenge. I have to state 

. Applause). that what l prayed for have not been 
. . . given to me and that what I have 

-OATH OF ALLEGIANCE :AND ;ccclvcd now is far greater· than what I 
. OATH OF MEMBERSHIP have prayed for. Thanks be to God. 

May I <lt this juncture, use this 
The Clerk of · the House: I-loi1. opportunity to thank my Constituency. 

Atigwe, you are today elected the 
Deputy Speaker of Enugu State House of 
Assembly, do you submit yoursel r· to the 
Oaths of this House? 

May I also use this opportunity to 
thank my God. All those who are here 
with us in this Parliament should note 

. . . . .·. . that democracy is practised right here 
Mr< D. Atigwe (lgbo-Ezc North II): on the Floor of the House ·and not 

. Yes, I humbly do. . .· .. · .. outside the House. · 
Thereupon the Deptlty Speuker • -

· ··. Elect took ond subscribed ro the Octths 
as required hy Law. 

(Prolonged Applause) 

During tlic past dispensation, the 
language of tv-.'o-thirds was discussed, 

· nnd one-third which is a Quorum was 
the requirement that would allow us . 

The Clerk of the House: The Dep[lty perlorm · out: legislative functions . I 
Speaker · of Enugu ·. State . · House · o'f want to · n1ake it clear that the other 
Assembly will now..make his accept;111ce . group of Legislators did have two-
speech. _ ·· · . thirds of the Members, · but the law 

. . permits that for the House to function, 
The Deputy Speaker (1\,Ir. Atig1ve): . • we require just one-third of the 

. .. · Mcml~ei·s. According to the law, we 
The Speaker of Enugu State House of 

Assembly, the Chief .fuclg~ of l~nugu · 
had thatnlimber and we did function. 
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Mr. Speaker Si r, man is a free moral will not disappo int you; I will help Mr. 

agent and we must provide for his. needs, Speaker in accordance with the law. l 
Therefore; legis lation is not of the same have gottell a vei·y good Speaker, and 
circumstance. My hoil. Colleagues, the with God our prayers will protect us, 
trouble that ensued between the and I know that when Mr. Speaker is 
Executive and the Legislature during the protected, 1 too will be protected. We 
past . dispensation led to ·the return of shall rely on prayers, and for the in
only · 15 · Senators in · the National coming ones they should make good 
.Assembly and about 84 Members in the use of their Constituencies. They 
House of Representatives. In Enugu should not become wicked politicians 
State House of Assembly the same thing because the ·other people lost when 

· applied. . Only 6 out of the 24 hon . they forgot their base. 
Members were returned. . This shows 
that we should be loyal to all constituted 
authorities; we ·must be Joyal to · the 
Ruling Party and we must be loyal to the 
government in power. 

I . am of the opm1on that the 
incoming ones must not, I say again, 
must not repeat what the other people 
did. I said it the other day that what 
they have done. is a subject of history, 

When the other group of Legisl~ttors we have but forgiven them. l repeat 
wanted to remove His E-..;cellency, the again that those people should tender 
Governor of Enugu State . (Governor unreserved apology to this State, 
Chimaroke Nnwnani) he. stood his before they become good citizens of 
grounds, showing that Enugu Slate v.:as this State. These are people we elected . · 
built on a solid rock. He stood his . to make laws here and they left here to 
grounds because the law was behind him Abuja so that this place will be 
and gave him all the · protection. This. dissolved . 

. House is happy that after his sojourn in 
America, he . returned · to Nigeria to 
niodel our life and we all should rally 
round him. 

Mr. Speaker Sir, I am again of the 
opmion that . the three arms of 

·government should be a trinity in this .. 
state and the same M the National level. 
Our duty here is to make good laws to 
govern the good people of this state. I 

They d.id what Samson did, they 
want . the House to collapse on 
everybody, they want the punishment 
to. be on everybody .. I am happy it. did 
not happen that way. Finally I want to 
use this opportunity to say thanks to 
everybody and wish that you will all 
continue to support the government 
accordingly. 

,. 
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The Clerk of the House : Thank yd u them kJ(J , so that they can sort out our 
for this acceptance speech. i will like to. · problems: I can assure you that with 

.· call on three Members-elect to make JOint ·relationship with the 
· congi:atulcitory speeches ·· . to the Distingtiished Speaker and the newly 
Honourable Deputy Speaker. . · elected Depuly Speaker, the House has 

been founded on solid rock and we 
Mr. M. Onyeze (Igboeze North f): . Jw\c been shie lded from any political 

Mr. Speaker Sir, Honourc1ble Deputy e~1rthquake that may erupt in the State, 
Speaker, fellow Members-clcC.~t of Enugu ·lJLII God forbid. I thank Members and 
State House of Assembly. It is ·· 1i1y ·. cungratLilatc my brother. Thank you, 
privilege to · congratulate my senior very niuch . · 
brother, David Atigwe on hiselcction as· 
the new Deputy Speake!' or Enugu State . JheCierk of the House: 1 want to 
Hou$e of Assembly. It is on record that . recognize another Member. 
four years ago, our Local Government . 
was also elected to that position. 1 thar1k 
the Members and Enugu State for giving 
LIS the opportunity to serve ont,hat leVel. 

!VIr . . E.U. Eze (Uclenu): The great 
Clerk of this great Parliament who is 
coiiducting the affairs of this Hpuse 

.... · .. . . . ni.)w, the Speaker Enugl.1 State House 
Hon. Atigwe is a politician vvith a _or· . Assembly, . the Chief Judge of 

· differei1ce. IIi I-iis daily life he cornbind Enugu State, the Head of Service, our 
humility with courage . .. In his daily life, Traditional Rulers here, Gentlemen of 
he · is loyal . to the . family, l_oyal .. to . th(: press. I observe all protocols. 
constituted authority but aiways finn . · .. I . 
wish' to assure my Colleagues that with . .. It gives pleasure to talk briefly on 
his election · as the Dej)uty ·,Spc;1kcr, the person or fchie David Atigwe 
Enugu State House of AssCI1lhly, _he ,,\,ill .. whom l have associated ·with for the 
fight for the right of the hon. Members . pa~ t lll'tcen years . politically and 
and put the hon. Members in the rightful s ocially. 8rieny David Atigwe is a 
position. That is his nature. brother and neighbour. · In David is 

. epitomized the saying that when the 
.I will also use this Oj)pOrtLinity to · going gels tough the tough ones get 

remind my colleagues that the elected going. l-Ion . Atigwe as an ex-soldier 
principal Officers cannot ·· function · in · . did a lot to i11ake the struggle and the 
isolation; · we have to give .· them success of the great eight~~ reality. His 

. maximlll11 co-operation. As we. ask Tor disciplined n~1ture calmed a good 
· open door policies we have to be open to · number of us d9wn ;:~t the peak of the 

J • • 
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12 
confusion. Han . . Davi<;l Atigwe or !chie . . Fellow Members-Elect of this House 
as I normally call hin1, is a very trusted of Assembly present, Ladies and 
personality. He .is a loyalist, his yes is Gentlemen. 
his yes and his . no · is his no, no matter . 
wh~t, come rain, come sunshine. These l feel very, very happy to stand here 

. qualities have manifested when we faced and raise up my face and look at my 
the political tribulations in this State. Friend and Colleague, my ally, the 

. . . Right Hon . David Atigwe and say my 
.. From the speech he ·gave us, one father, congratulations. I congratulate 

·would scan a lot o( politics. · l am not you as you are today elected to be the 
· now prepareu to re--count. : And with · Oeputy Speaker ofEnugu State House 
·. H~n. Atigwe deputizing for the Speaker, :of Assembly, Congratulations. I 
I have no hesitation whatsoever in · niy ... know Hon. Atigwe for a very, very 
mind to say that the presEmtEnugu State .long ti111e doingpolitics .- This is a man 

· ~ House of Assembly will ma!<e .anoceai1 who you will always find at the right 
of difference fron1 the· past · I am sure side of the circle. When the Peoples 

· that within .a short time, the result will be· .Democratic Party (PDP) was at its 
clear.- . · rudimentary stage in this State and in 

·· ·· Nigeria, Hon. Atigwe was on the right 
· Therefore, . I beckoi1 on all . my hon . . side. And in Enugu State when the 

· Colleagues and · the good · people ·of peoples Democratic Party (PDP) was 
.. Enugu State to suppoli · the leadership having its family feud as a result of its 
. which we ·have pt1.t in place today. I beg political crisis, Hon. Atigwe was on 
·to warn1 my .. seat. · · :· . Tha1ik . you. · the right side . as a Secretary of the 
(Applause) PDP. . · 

·.· The Clerk of the House: We .· will With you now as the Deputy 
· now take ·the last co!;gra.tulafory speech. · Speaker . of Enugu State House of 

..... · . . . . . . . . . Assembly ·and you · were earlier on 
· ·. . Mr. M. Njeze CUdi North): The very your·. feet in ensuring that the great 

efficient: Clerlc:of this great House of -eight (8) sustained Enugu State and 
Assembly, · the : hOn. Speaker, Enugu saw us to another history where you 
State HoLtse of Assembly, my Lord, the were able foithe first time to break the 

·· Chief Judge , br . Enugu · State, the jinks for having · one good man 
indefatigable Chairman . of our ' Great returned as a Governor of Enugu State 

. Party (PDP) of · E1iugu State, Head . of for the second time, I congratulate yol.i. 
Service, ·· Distinguished Royal Fathers~ · · 

-----~--- ---- -------
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· .J .Congratulate yOd because .·. ycru . once. Tod"y is our day" and so we are 
participated fully in seei1ig thM ou(p~l rty actual ly nor in a hurry. 

· succeeded. And today, yo~! are elected · 
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asthe Deputy Speaker of Enug~ . SL!te 
House of Ass~mbly and .sworn in as 
such, .· congratulations. -.· And 

OATHS 

o:11h of Allegiance And Oath of congratulations to my Fellow. Members
. Elect who will soon be svvot·ti in. :and 

. before) take my bo\v; i say to 1ny Right . ·· • T/Je /OIIo"'iog Members'Eiect took 
Ho11 .. . Deputy Speaker,. congfatlllntio,is and s,;h.(crihe,i to the' Oaths as 

agaiJ1> · . . · .. . · requi,~edh_v Law: 

Membership 

The•. Cieri< · of the , HouSe: M r: · M """". CQustitueuey 
· Speaker, hon. Members:!!tcCt, . af"' this L "'";· E«dw Ct""' 0. ACvg" No,·lh J.- LJ.·lctu ·e< · r·. · .. II" ·1 .:. :1 .: · . . ···· ~ II · · 2; fVladu~1hu Fnun:.1nuel Awgu South . . r r , .. wr ·now wnc -over o lCl' · -~ ·• . .. ·. . -

. . _ . . · _· .· · · · · -'· Agho Uenn1s I. Enugu East I 
proceedurgs of the ·House to the Ho11. : <• Ugwu C'l"i<~«phec Em<g" E"' It 

. ~peaker, . Enugu State House .. uf ,5· o,nilt .J"sd 11. Em<go Nor·llr 
· · Ass em b I y )vh o . W iII .now go n h eacl ·a ncl . .(,. A i1illll""" "' A. · Em<g" So"lh I 
· · eondu ct' 1 he · swearing' in · of , o t Jr er 'ho n. · 7, Ch"k "''"gbo G <cgocy Enog" So" th H 

,._ • · ··. ,. _ _ . . ._ · · . _ : . , . . _ · ~ . · A111k1ve Paul Eze<~gu 
Membe1s-Eiect. M,_ · SpedkeJ, .... SII_ 

9
- (>I . . E .. , 

1 

b ' Et't'Et't · . . · .. . . : ·.: · · . - . . . co :ugcne g o- 1 1 -· 1 1 

(Applause). .. 1 Q N<wdi Altied Igbo-Eiiti WeSI 

, ··1 I. Oilyeze rvJ. · lgbo-Eze North I. 
· :, .. Mr. · Speaker; Thank you, fVJ r. (:'I eri~ · i2 .. N <ln. Ez'""' Pi del ii i gbo-Eze Sou1h 
· (or the job we I I don e. f\ t th isj u net lll:e' ai I .J · H on. o, . Eben yi K. tsi-UzO M ··.·c .. - ~· 1 1 .-·. · 1 tl .· .< .. · 1· · · . I · . 14 . ;\r11chukwu .I olin Nkanu East r. -· er< 1as ng 1, y · sate ::Oller . - , · 
. · · · • · . . . . : .··. ~ · . . . · · . J ::>. Clwkwu Lucky D. NLmu East 
•Me1irbersc Eleetwli I now be sworn 1 n: · 1 <i. A om Pcli.s E. Ns"kko Eosl 
.. . · in,:pur5Uane0 · Wi Iii seelion 94 6r I he 17. O«ub Fubi:m Ns"kb We" 
I 999 · Consti tuiion o ( our «rea't n<i 1 i a·n, "S. Obidimn; JOiomy Oj i - Rive~ . . . . ' . b .. .. . . . . . 

Me1n bers-E I eet W iII n 6 W S u bsel"i be to I 9 · H ~'' E" h Emm, U · U de no ·· 
· . ·. · ... < · . · · -' .· -. ·· 20. N1eze Marcel Ucl1 North th_e . Oath of Alleg1ance and Oath o_f .) 

1 1
:· .• r

1 
-
1 
.. -· ·(rvl -- ) u 

1

-s 
11 

. ..... .. . . · . . _ . .llt \. 11 ,d IS (I OU 1 
Me1ilbership. And IQ,· wanJ .of time, f 22 U,iebo Atnho«y Uw-Uw"" 

'wish to appeal lhat we do it in hnichcsof -
~ight Members~ Elect. .· ·· ·' 
(Interrzqjtioiis) · 1\'JL C.O_ Enebe (AwguNorth) Mr. 

· Speaker, Sit-, I have risen to move a 
. .·. Motion that the Enugu State House of 

I pr6pOS0cl ei gilt ( 8) bee au se t h erC is Ass em b I y as pres en II y . eo irs ti tu ted, 
no need asking everybOdy to st,and up '" . adoptS the Standing OrderS of the old . . . . . . - . . . 

. ~ ... 

· .. 



_., j 

,. 

._., ... 
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..... 

·. Enugtt Si1ite f.ftjuse o(A \.1e;l1bl); 6ehaies 
.. . .. ·· 2 )I lilt', 2rJ0} ... : , .. .. 

. .· 14 

:An am bra State H ~ lrse. of Ass em b 1 j aS 'a Carino t' · form a\\ y adjourn. . ln fact, 
' ,working tool .' until we· :are·. ah!O to .nobody could have moved a Motion 

· produce ." our own Sta.idi ng OrderS ' for ad jolllllment, but having given the · 
Thank you. · · · · ·· . · Leader the authority, he can now 

.. ~ . 

. ·. · · .handle item seven as is on the Ol·der 

Mr. E. Maduabu (Awgu So\.1th): Mt:: Paper. ·· 

Speak~r, Sir, I rise fo seconci that Motion . 
· .. as . proposed by the hon. Member · for 

'Awgu' North (Mr, Enebe) . · · <. ·· · · · . . · . ·. · · ... ·.. . · . . . .. ·· . . · Leader of the House: Mr: Speaker, .. 

'ADJOURNMENT 
... 

. QuestionpUt and agr'eed iO: ' ' . ' ·· .· . Sir, ::. liii\dly penni! me . to ' use . this 
·. SllindingOrdaS of ihe Old Anwnbra . opportuirity to ·. !hank· the · people' of 

· · 'i;.Stat e · Fl Ouse 0 FA i sem bl Y ;, ccOrr lini; ly . Eq Ugu $tate and my great party. l use 
· ~ :adopted. ·· · · . ·' ·· : · : this o GrOrtu n i ty. to thank the leadership 

·.. . . · · .· · •. of our great · party, the Peoples · 

·:·-

. . ···ANNOUNCEMENT ·.·. Democratic Party (PDP) in Enugu . 
· ·. ' ·. ·· · ·: . .. ' State, the: itidefatigable Chief Onyioha 

APPOINTMEN'L'OF PRINCIPAL . ·· Nwanjoku and my hon. Colleagues for 
OFF~CERS . . .. · giving me this opportunity to lead the 
. .··.. · .. ·, . ·· . ·' Et1ugu State House ·of· Assernbly for · 

.: . ·· .Mr. Speaker:. :. Following .. ~ wide . tl1e•second term. 

··· consultations ' within . · the ..•. Peoples . ,, 

·::' . 

. . '~': . .'· ' 
.. 

·'·· 

·· Democratic Party (PDP), Enugu State, .·· 1 equally · thank the Executive 
.·. . ..•. our great party the PDP has. agreed to the Goveri1or of Enugu State for giving me 

·· . . · Jist of consen~i.ts · ca·t~dldates to occupy. thi~ op~)ortunity; arid most importantly, ·· .. 
Principal. Offices: of Uie . 1-iouse. the people of my Consti~uency, lsi-

·· '· ' 

.. ....... 

.· _Consequently, · the · . . ·. following · hon> Uzo, \vho gave me the chance to come · 
·.· Members have . beeti · nol'ilit1ated arid · bick Jo · the Enugu State House of 
· elected as Principal .Offi~ers of the ·.' Assenlbly. · and. ,now re-elected , as . 

· :. En U gr; S ta te'H o uSe . 6 f ASsembly:. They , : Lead~~ 6f the H ou sefor a sec.o;1d te;m. · 
'>are as follows:' · ., · : . : .· : ·· · h\iri11(a\\ of you iinmenSely.' 
:or.Kingsley Ebenyi , . · · t.Cader · . .. • . , ... · · · · ·· 
hvir. Fideiis Ezcl11a · · · · CliiefWhip . , · · '. 'r. hereby promise that I will not 
;Mr. Paul Amkwe · · Ueputy. Leadei· . · . • . · . . . . ··· M· · · o · · ·1 A b ·. 

0 
·. ·t . · c·

1 
· f wl ·· · . dtsappomt you. I shall also. stand to . · 

· .• r. eili11S. . g o · ·· epu y . 11e · . 11p . ·: .. :. . . . . . . · . . , .·. · ·· • J ustl fy thts confidence reposed m me; l · 

· ·y 
0 

u wi \\ agree w; th i)
1 
e ' that \vi th~ ;, t have 11 ever d isappo i 11 ted you and this 

this aspect .· of the ·.· ft;nctiot1 today, 'we 
. . . . . . - ·. 

' , ·· ;.·•\ 

. ' '.:.. ·-· ·, · 
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.. ·. · Elwgu Swre lfrmsd ojA.\·.1e111hly De hares 
. . . . . ' . . . 2/,tfl/(;;21J(J3 . 

'·" ... :. . . . . ..... .,. 15 .. 
·· ... : .. . ' time ar6uncl I still 'shall noJ clisappojilt : kiio\\;ihg it. · The p!:essure is from the ·· 

: you. . .. ~ - ·. . . . . .. ~ 'people, who misuiiderstand loyalty and .:·· 
. . . . . . •.• · . ' ·• . ·. p8riy. j)olitics. They thirik that those 

.. ~ · My support ··: ·:·or · · O ih~ . · Peoples : wll() ~1rc appointed into Government .· 
. : Democratic Party' in ~nug·L;: · StMc, 'the '· on~ccs . ar~ . heroes. They ·think that 

.· .: :::-~ Nation - and · the Ex~c-utive . (Jovernoi' _or: ~fiosc 'who have gone into .politics are 
: Enugu State; is , unshak-~able. ·.: : . My . herL1cs> buttocl<1{history has shown 
i Chainnan, I th~irik yoq: · .· . · . • . ... · · ... >thaf tliere are other state hei·oes. · · We 

_ . · . .. . .. · .. . . >- ·· ·\ .. : ·-: ·. :< < :'-.: : : ;:·_:have · i)o"v k1iown · the heroes of the . 
. . · , }laving said th~t _Mr. ' Spe<ii<E;;~; 1ii~y ( ~tate . ·: . 
. · ~ move . tl}a~ • ihis' ~qno'ui~ab1·~ ···Bs{I_s .~1 i ,; cl~):::'•· :. · · ... ·· · . . . ·.. . 

· now adjourn tintii Th~1rsday the 5 ··.·. of:•. I W<\nt to tirge. you to contmue to 
· .· Jt}i1e 2003 - ~t 10 __ <Ln-1. :proillJ1L thank· _ ~ suppoi't the ·· hon. Members, advise ·· 

.·... . you . . · · · · · ·. - : _ ;:::: , thc111 l-iositively ~md do not lead them .. 
, ' ·· ··.) .· .. • ·'· · : ,· · · · · , . f :!t;r:· into doing . things that will i.mdermine ··· 

Mr. C.O Ene~e (Awgu Norti~): . M/ : ·~· the · i;,i~grity of Nigeria. I equally want 
_.;. :_:Speaker, Sir, l have .t:isen ' to seccHl·cLthe ~ -t'() I_ct you know 'that the art of law- .·· 

.. ·• : •.: Motion for . acljourniii~nt, <ihc! in ~lciing< Jnakiiig is all cnc01i1passing. ·· AI,! of us, 
. , .. '(. so, .::r· first of ali :,\\/ant ]o' lh'aiik thc ':: \vhcthcr YCHI ai:C. in the House or 
: . . almighty God for Jeadihg us_\hroL~glrtli q< outsidc, have something to contribute 

· • : :C: last assembly:; Lik~};J./J.iat . I · s~iid . l~st tiii1t )i: ir1;)h;·~l)<:i i1g sui·~ . that y~u uplift the ·· 
. .• . . . • . . . .. .. ·' .. .. ,t . . . ' . 

. ·,: .·. ', the previous Assemblywas rull of hatrc( ·r)coplcor Enugu State, Thank 'you . • 

. · ?:.j-. ai:d thi.1ggery;· pLit \v{ .. ?id iwr:witi)ess <:u\/ .·:;: {::· ;;;_: : : . 
Y> death .: throughout th~ ·:''dmpti()'ll > ' r pray>'':• ;- ~:I •\ ' . G. Ch ukwuegbo .. (Enugu 

.•. ··.: ·. that the .Almight/God will ecJ.ualiy guid~·· SoLiti, >U): Mr. Speaker, .Enugu State 
··.· · :_ lis through . this vei:Y .HoLtse :- iii · Jesus :House:ofAssembly, your Lordship the 

name.:... Aiiien. ·· ' ' ·•. , ·. ·· ·. : .<Chier'Judge of Enugu State, . the Head ·· 
· , . o( Sct\'ice, our Party Chaini1an. All · · · 

·. ·:·r still want toniake 'soi11e submis~i~n?~ - ot.hcr protocols duly observed. In 
on what we norrna!Iy nqtice in ·. th_i~ ·'.' SL;pporJing the .· Motioi1 . · · for · 

.··• Iio0se. ' I wish to ei:\ (Ially. Sl~1'f((thaln1ost-: cldjchihinlent, I want to give a vote of- . 
>- ':: ()fthe tii11e we _coJ~qeilli1 the le<lclersliilj: , th:an!(f on beh<:1lf.of myColleagLtes . . I ·_· 
.. , : for I1ml~achievcmen(and )oy<~lty, bLil) ' \vhiil\o _use this qppo rtun l'ty to thank ' 
·:: ' want to state .1hat rny _Jears · itl, the last ll\s ', .E-xcellency, . · the Executive 

·i ~. . House h~s shown:tliat· the ' society, · the : G,ovc..moi· :of ·Enugu State for the 
.·· ;peopie we are repi'~~~Clltil1g COiltributc t~i' .. stip']ioi:t . ·.he . .. has :. given .. each .. and . 

the problems we ha_v_e .. \<ithou't O~li· · cvcryqi1c or LIS·, . l ~1iso : thank, tl1e Party . .. 
:. ' . -'>: :;- . . . ... : ".:: .. . . : . . . 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursday, 5'11 June, 2003 

(The House met at 10 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Distinguished 
Colleagues, our Votes and Proceedings 
No. I of Monday, 2nd June 2003 are 
before the House. I have actually gone 
through them and found them to be a 
true reflection of what transpired on that 
day. However, in keeping with the 
Rules of the House, I wish to call for 
your comments to enable us give them 
legal backing. Thank you. 

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo Uwani): Mr 
Speaker, my respected Members of 

Enugu State House of Assembly, I have 
equally gone through the Votes and 
Proceedings of our last sitting and there 
is a little observation I want to make. 

I do not know whether it is a 
typographical en-or. On page three, 

where the names of the twenty-four 
hon . Members appeared, some were 
addressed as !-Ionourable (hon.), while 
some were just addressed as Mister 

I7 
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(Mr). Also on page 4, where the hon . 
Member for Awgu South (Mr Maduabu) 
seconded the Motion for the adoption of 
the Standing Orders ofthe Old Anambra 

State House of Assembly for this House, 
an event which took place after all the 
Members were sworn-in, the Member 
was referred to as Mr Maduabu 
Emmanuel, instead of Han. Maduabu 
Emmanuel. 

Mr Speaker: I think that the answer 
to your first question is simple. Before 
the swearing-in, some of you were 
addressed as Members-EJect and those 
that were addressed as hon. Members 
are those that were here before. But 
with regards to your observation on 
page 4, the Clerks-at-Table will take 
note of that. 

Mr A. Chigbo Mr Speaker, I move 
for the adoption of the Votes and 
Proceedings. Thank you. 

Mr J. N. Anichukwu (Nkanu East) : 
Mr Speaker, I have equally gone 
through the Votes and Proceedings of 
the First Session of the Third House of 
Assembly, No. I, of Monday 2nd June, 
20~ and I have noticed that on page 3 
of the Votes and Proceedings, my names 
were typed as Ani Chukvvu John, instead 
of Anichukvvu John Nwankvvo. 

Mr J. U. Onoh (Enugu North) : Mr 
Speaker, I noticed that on the same page 
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3, my name was spelt wrongly as 

Joseph, instead of Josef 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 
Speaker, on the same page 3, my names 
were spelt wrongly as Obidimma 
Johnny instead of Obidinma Johnny . 

you". Based on this, l urge you, with 
due sense of responsibility that Order 
No. 25 of the Standing Orders of this 
House be suspended based on this 
Motion of Urgent Public Importance. I 
beg to have my Seat. Thank you. 

Mr Speaker: Clerks-at-Table, please 
take note. Any other observations? If 
none, can somebody second the Motion 
moved by the hon. Member for Uzo 
Uwani (Mr Chigbo) for the adoption of 
the Votes and Proceedings. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker, in the absence of any other 
observations, l second the Motion for 
the adoption of our Votes and 
Proceedings No. 1 of Monday 2"d June, 

2003 . 

Question put and agreed to 

Vo tes and Proceedings (No. 1) of 
Monday 2nd June, 2003 accordingly 

adopted. 

MOTION ON MATTER OF 
URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

Mr L.D. Chukwu (Nkanu West): 
Mr Speaker, in all humility, 1 have a 
Motion on Matter of Urgent Public 
Importance. It is a Motion that desires 
attention. It is a Motion that is based on 
the rule which says; "Do unto others 
what you will like others to do unto 

Mr Speaker: The idea is that 
ordinarily, the Motion in question is 
supposed to come out on notice but 
because it did not, he is seeking the 
leave of the House to move it now. 

Mr C. 0. Enebe (Awgu North) Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to second the 
Motion as moved by the hon. Member 
for Nkanu West (Mr Chukwu) that we 
suspend Rule No. 25 of the Standing 

Orders of the House. 

Question put and agreed to: 

Rules accordingly suspended 

Mr Chukwu: Mr Speaker, Sir, once 
again, I thank you very much for 
stepping down Order No. 25 as 
guideline to this honourable House to 
enable me move this Motion. I am 
moving this Motion based on the fact 
that what concerns the people of Enugu 
State concerns this House. I am moving 
this Motion based on arbitrary increase 
in fuel prices in Enugu State. 

18 

Mr Speaker, Sir, you are all aware 
that in all our sister States, the pump 
price of fuel remains twenty six naira, 
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but in Enugu State, it is a different ball 
game, from Nsukka to Enugu, Enugu to 
Awgu; Awgu to Oji -River. It is either 
seventy naira, or fifty naira and if they 
are magnanimous enough, they will sell 
at forty naira. Why must it be so? The 
people of Enugu State who elected us 
need some measure of protection from 
this honourable House. Mr Speaker, 
Sir, it is a public notice, that civil 
servants are mostly affected as they 
never find fuel to drive their cars. 
Commuters who come to work are 
charged between thirty naira to forty 
naira even when the salaries of some of 
them are either six or seven thousand 
naira. 

As I have always said, justice is 
rooted in confidence, and confidence is 
a trust, and where they are absent, there 
is no justice. Based on this, Mr 
Speaker, may I once again, in all 
humility, ask you to take a look at my 
prayers. They are: 

1. That the hon. Speaker of this 
House and the principal officers 
should take a visit to the depot at 
Emene; find out who is the man 
in-charge, and ask him why 
Enugu State should be different 
from other states. 

2. Mr Speaker, Sir, I am aware that 
the Task Force was set up but 
from my observations, the Task 
Force goes and collects money 
and allpw them to sell above 
pump price. It is my prayer that 

the existing Task Force be 
dissolved without further delay . 
That another task force be set up 
with an input from this 
honourable House. The State 
Commissioner for Public 
Utilities will be a member 
whenever appointed . Members 
of the security agencies with 
impeccable character be 
appointed to monitor the 
distribution of fuel in Enugu 
State. 

In moving this Motion Mr Speaker, it 
is my sincere, and honest prayer and 
hope that this honourable House will 
look into this Motion and accept my 
prayers because we have to leave a 
legacy. Expectations are high and the 
people of Enugu State are looking on 
this House to say something. Thank 
you. 
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Deputy Leader (Mr P. Anikvve) Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have no doubt in my 
mind that the issue before us is actually 
an issue concerning every one of us here 
and after. If you watch out the origin 
today and application of the matter 
before us, you come to appreciate the 
fact that every person here in Enugu and 
beyond is almost affected by thi s plague 
of hike in price of fuel. The very 
moment the transporters go all out 
paying through their noses to get fuel, 
the people then will bear the brunt. . .. 
Having gradually followed the prayers, 
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we come to identify for instance, that in 
Enugu State, if you watch out the 
programmes and activities of the 
Governor of Enugu State in the past 
four years, you will discover that he 
came as Executive Governor and killed 
the concept of dichotomy of non
indigenes and indigenes. I am much 
interested particularly in the prayers 
because we shall go to discover whether 
the fuel scarcity or increase in prices 
was by ordinary human beings which I 
believe it is, or it is a gang up by few 
perhaps, non-indigenes who want to 
ridicule the people of Enugu State. 

We have to act to save our people. 
To the best of my knowledge, I am 
aware that seventy per cent of 
independent marketers or whatever they 
call them . .. well we do not need to go 
back to the obnoxious law of indigenes 
and non-indigenes. This honourable 
House will face embarrassment if we do 
not adopt this Motion. I am sure that 
the God Almighty will bless us if we go 
on to pass this Motion. I, therefore, 
urge you people, in seconding this 
Motion for you to consider it adopted. 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr C. 0. Enebe (Awgu North) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equally risen to 
supp011 this very important Motion, on 
this issue of inflation in pump prices, 
arising from dubiousness and greed of 
the Independent Marketers . I remember 
that this Hous·e had tried and tried to 
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stop this people, but it is like people 
behind them believe that there is 
nothing we can do. If you ask them, 
they will tell you that they bought the 
fuel at twenty nine naira, that they have 
to make at least a gain of one naira and 
so them sell at forty naira a litre. It is 
either they buy and sell at twenty six 
naira or they close their shops. This is 
my opinion and position. 
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I believe that by the time you buy a 
litre of fuel at forty naira, the difference 
is fourteen naira, you can imagine the 
cost. You may be thinking that it is 
small but by the time you realize the 
cost it will be much, and you know that 
the income of an average Enugu-man is 
highly inflated and it affects the savings 
which they should invest but here 
people are taking our authority as if 
there is no government. We are going 
to pass this Motion because of its 
importance. 

The next stage will be to ensure that 
the Motion is implemented. We must, 
independent of the Task Force, see how 
far we can cut the prices of these 
independent marketers. I am saying that 
we shall stop fuel hawking because that 
is the major area through which they sell 
it to us. Again they sell to them and they 
in tum sell in jerrycans at the rate of 
four hundred naira a gallon with its 
other consequences. I am saying that 
this House should ensure, through the 
State Government, that they sell only in 

0 
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pumps. Also I want to add No. 4 to the 
prayers of this Motion -

That this House urges the State 
Government to abolish hawking 

On the other issues, I urge the House 
to pass it. I want to rest my case and 
hope that my Colleagues will support 
my Motion. 

Mr E. U. Eze (Udenu) : Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I have risen to support .. . 

Leader of the House (Mr K. S. 
Ebeny i): Observation! I want to infonn 
you that the Motion by the hon. 
Member for Awgu North (Mr Enebe) 
has not been seconded, I therefore, wish 
to second the Motion that the State 
Government abolishes hawking. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Eze: As I said, I have risen to 
give my full support to the spirit of this 
Motion. The issue of artificial fuel 
scarcity in Enugu State has become a 
perennial nightmare today. I tenn it a 
calculated economic sabotage in this 
state; I term it to what happened 
immediately after the creation of Enugu 
State and that of Anambra State; over 
night the rent charged on 
accommodation in the State shot up to 
two hundred and four hundred per cent. 
The reason is that a greater percentage 
of landed property in Enugu were 
owned by one ethic group. I want to 
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align this to what is happening now in 
Enugu in tenns of fuel because over 
seventy per cent of fuel dumps or fuel 
stations, according to the hon. Member 
for Ezeagu (Mr Ani/ewe), is in the hands 
of one ethnic group. And it appears that 
the artificial scarcity is very, very 
deliberate. 

We have fuel dumps in Enugu, and it 
is ironical that fuel will be carried from 
the fuel dump in Enugu down to other 
States at normal prices, but here it is not 
the same. So, I welcome the idea of 
dissolving the present Task Force 
because they end up in dilemma. And I 
will urge that the new House Task Force 
sub-Committee, as the Mover of this 
Motion has indicated, would work with 
the people to avoid any corruption. 

If you go out to the town even to buy 
at N40 or N50 per litre, you will even 
discover that one litre is about one 
quarter litre because they have 
dubiously adjusted the metres of their 
fuel pumps to such a level. And if you 
take a gallon measure and ask them to 
fill it with oil, you will find out that it is 
about seven litres, which is below the 
nonnal measure of a gallon of oil. This 
is what is happening all over the fuel 
stations in Enugu State. 

Apart from that we need to do 
something about whatever is happening 
in Enugu State, not only the issue of fuel 
stations or fuel dumps . So, I support the 
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Motion and would urge this House to 
support this beautiful Motion. I would 
even end up by urging the Mover of this 
Motion to think of a serious Bill and not 
just a Motion on this matter. I would 
like him to come up with a Bill that will 
incorporate the spirit of this Motion. 
Thank you. 

Mr E. Odo (Igbo-Etiti East) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, we have a Motion on the 
Floor. I wish to say that it is a very 
beautiful Motion, and I am totally in 
support of it. But I want to remind all 
of us of what is going to happen or 
affect the technicality of this Motion. 

In the first instance, the Proposer of 
this Motion, in his prayer one, was 
urging the l-Ion. Speaker of this House 
and other Members to visit the Emene 
Depot to find out what is happening. I 
think what he wants to say is to urge the 
principal officers of this House to visit 
the Emene Depot to find out the true 
position. 

Secondly, if prayer one is something 
to go by, then prayer two is unnecessary 
because this is an anomaly we are trying 
to correct. And prayer one is saying 
that Mr Speaker and other Members 
should visit the Depot to find out what 
is happening and at the same time the 
other prayer is saying that the Task 
Force on fuel distribution should be 
dissolved. Then it now reminds me that 
it is very unnecessary to go to Emene 

Depot to find out what is happening 
after we have taken a decision here in 
this House. I do not think that is 
appropriate because . . . (Interruptions) 

Mr Speaker: Order! Order! Please, 
if the hon. Member for Igbo-Etiti East 
(Mr Odo) looks at the two prayers, he 
will see that they are two different 
things. One is talking about the 
dissolution of the Task Force, while the 
other is talking about visiting the Depot 
Manager. Then, dissolution of Task 
Force has nothing to do with the Depot 
Manager. . . . (Interruptions) 
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Mr Odo: Mr Speaker Sir, I am sorry. 
I believe you did not get me right. What 
I was trying to say is that going to the 
Depot to find out what is happening, to 
me, ought to have been the first thing 
because from that, we will now know 
what is causing the problem at that fuel 
dump . .. . (Interruptions) 

. Mr Enebe (Awgu North): 
Information! Mr Speaker, what I want to 
say is my understanding of prayers one 
and two. The first prayer is to let the 
Depot Manager know that Enugu people 
are not happy. The reason for our gong 
there is that we are elected into the 
Enugu State House of Assembly, and 
we are representing Enugu people; and 
it is our duty to go there and find out 
what is happening. And if we are not 
satisfied with the reasons the Depot 
Manager may give us, we will then 
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move ahead to tackle the area as it 
affects the State level. These two 
prayers are in order, Mr Speaker. 

Deputy Leader: Information! Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I do not think that there is 
any contradiction · in these two prayers. 
So, I thought that the hon. Member for 
Igbo-Etiti East (Mr Odo) was trying to 
change or add something to the Motion. 
That is, summoning the Depot Manager 
here to explain why disciplinary action 
should not be taken against him, or 
going to the Depot Manager, whichever 
is better. This is what I expected from 
him . And again, what I expected him to 
say is that the second prayer of the 
Motion is praying for the dissolution of 
the Task Force, but did not state the 
total aberration of the Task Force and 
then went ahead to recommend the 
calibre of men that will now constitute 
the present Task Force. This is really a 
negation of the first prayer. Thank you, 
Mr Speaker. 

Mr Speaker: Order! I do not agree 
with what · the Deputy Leader (Mr 
Anikwe) said: to summon the .Depot 
Manager here. Let us exhaust all 
avenues of dialogue. If it comes to that 
point, we shall know what to do, but for 
now, let us go by the prayers of the 
Motion. 

Mr Chukwu: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
want to thank G.od that I am here under 

fear of any contradiction that by the 
special grace of Almighty God, I have 
been in the Petroleum profession for 
sixteen ( 16) years, and I also was 
opportuned by the mercy of God, to be 
the Personal Assistant (P A) to the 
Governor on Special Duties. I was 
exposed to the goings-on as far as 
transport is concerned. I do not want to 
go beyond this . 

With due respect, the hon. Member 
for Igbo-Etiti East (Mr Odo) is a legal 
practitioner. I have sat and I have slept 
over this Motion before coming up with 
it. I would not go beyond this because I 
have some interests to protect. Thank 
you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr Speaker: I think we can go on to 
do justice to the Motion. If any Member 
has a contrary view, let him indicate, if 
not, the hon. Member for Igbo-Etiti East 
may go on with his contribution. 

Mr Odo: Mr Speaker, Sir, thank you 
so much for the protection. I do not 
want to go back to what I had earlier 
said, but I believe the prayers ought to 
follow in sequence from the way it was 
written. Well, I do not want to go far 
into that. My point is that, this is a 
matter of urgent public importance, and 
I assume then that action needs to be 
gone into immediately. 

In view of the fact that the Motion 
his protection. I want to say without has its limits, it appears that the Motion 
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is a little bit unripe and premature, 
irrespective of its limits. This is 

because Mr Speaker has not selected the 
Selection Committee who has to select 
various Committees. The Committee on 
Environment, if I may ask, ought to take 
charge of this. 

Mr Speaker: Order! Honourable 
Members, you see, I am sure that the 
hon. Member for Nkanu West (Mr 
Chukwu) has an idea that sometime ago 
we had a Committee on Petroleum 
Control and Distribution Management. 
However, if it is the wish of this 
honourable House, I think the 
Committee should continue to exist and 
others need to be included in the Task 
Force. I still believe that based on this 
Motion, we can re-establish the 
Committee in the interest of peace, and 
for the benefit of the masses of Enugu 
State. We will include the hon. 
Member for Nkanu West in the 
Committee. Thank you. 

Mr J. N. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I wish to observe that 
the han. Member for Udenu (Mr Eze) 
made a very useful contribution to this 
Motion, when he said that it is not only 
making the law that matters, but that 
there should be avenues to make sure 
that the law becomes effective. 

About the pump price, all Nigerians 
are looking up on us to know what we 
can do . I stand to support the Motion 
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that efforts must be made to make sure 
that independent marketers or operators 
of the pump machines do not stand firm 
with the pump price. So, I will be very 
happy if this Motion passes through 
because it will create a useful impact to 
the generality of the people of Enugu 
State. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
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Mr J. U. Onoh (Enugu Notih): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I believe that we have 
gone so much into this matter, and, as a 
matter of urgency, we know the impact 
petrol can have if it does not circulate 
well around the city. And I believe that 
efforts have so much been made in the 
field of Government endeavour as 
regards the price of petroleum. They 
have to end up by giving us approved 
prices and the pump managers should 
not deviate from these prices if the 
people we set up as Task Force do not 
go there to collect money fro~ them. 
We still have to approve the setting up 
of the Task Force. It has to be a 
screened Task Force for us to be able to 
maintain the approved pump prices. 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr Speaker: Is the hon. Member for 
Igbo-Etiti East (Mr Odo) satisfied with 
the information or does he still wish to 
go on with his contribution? 

Mr Odo: Mr Speaker, Sir, I do not 
believe that the issue of petroleum is a 
new thing. I am not quarreling with the 
Motion, but what I am talking about is 
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the arrangement of the prayers. Thank 
you. 

Leader of the House: Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I have risen to support, in its 
entirety this all important Motion. The 
importance of it cannot be 
overemphasized. This is because the 
effect of the increase in the pump price 
is encompassing, affecting the people of 
Enugu State and beyond. Therefore, I 
support the Motion, but Mr Speaker, I 
want you to permit me to make an input 
on the prayer. 

The amendment I want to make is 
that we include the fifth prayer: that we 
urge the Government to direct the 
different managers of filling stations to 
start selling fuel immediately at the 
pump price of twenty-six naira per liter 
as approved by the Federal Government 

Meanwhile, we will visit the Emene 
Depot Manager and set up a new Task 
Force who will, along with the 
Government, direct the independent 
marketers to revert to the normal price 
fixed by the Federal Government. So, 
having said that, Mr Speaker, I wish the 
House to approve the fifth prayer. 
Thank you. 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Point of 
Order! Mr Speaker, Sir. My Point of 
Order comes from the Standing Rules 
of the House. It is not proper following 
Order No. 23 Sub-Section 9. It is not 
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proper for Members to raise their hands 
before they are recognized . Sub-Section 
9 ofthat Rule says : 

A Member desiring to speak shall 
rise in his place and if called upon shall 
make his observations to the Speaker 
and sit down. 

Mr Speaker: Thank you, very 
much, for that observation. Point of 
Order upheld. 

Mr Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, I beg to the Motion for the 
amendment, as moved by the Hon. 
Leader. 

Mr Speaker: I want to ask a 
question. You will discover that 
immediately this Motion is passed and 
Government takes appropriate step, 
some of these Independent Marketers 
will now lock up their Filling Stations. 
Under such a situation what do you do? 

Leader of the House: Mr Speaker, I 
do not think there is anything we can do 
to stop them from doing that. That fact 
has always been there. But I think, if 
you go to the Depot Manager, they have 
the right to come and inspect the filling 
stations. They know those they have 
given fuel. If they are not selling fuel, 
they will go and measure their fuel 
dumps. 

Mr Speaker; I think, if we adopt this 
Motion, I will go to the Depot Manager 
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and inform him of our courtesy call. 
We may introduce what is called 
allocation paper to this House that will 
enable us know what filling stations 
have fuel. Now it has to be included in 
the prayer. Let somebody move the 
Motion. 

Leader of the House: Mr Speaker, I 
do not think that your last prayer needs 
a Motion. 

Mr Enebe: My opinion is that the 
moment you introduce this method, and 
once you go there and demand for fuel, 
you will be disappointed. 

Mr Speaker: Going by the Rules of 
this House, nobody is allowed to speak 
more than once except the Mover of the 
Motion. If you do not contribute during 
your own time of debate just forget it, 
unless there is information you want to 
give. But when debate is going on and 
you do not want to talk; I do not want a 
situation where one can take us back 
after we might have ruled on an issue. 
Everything we do in this honourable 
House has an allotted time. So, do not 
take us back on a matter that has been 
decided on. The only way you can be 
listened to is when you have an 
Observation, Information or Point of 
Order. Anything outside that is not 
allowed. 

Mr Chukwu:. Mr Speaker, there is 
something I want to say. 

Mr Speaker: Is that information? 

Mr Chukwu: Yes. 

Mr Speaker: Go on. 

Mr Chukwu: Mr Speaker, Sir, we 
already have a precedence that has been 
set. Now you discover that even ESBS 
both Television and Radio, Federal 
Radio Corporation and NT A, used to 
announce the Stations that have been 
given 30 thousand litres, 20 thousand 
litres, etc. But you discover that after 
sometime this announcement stopped. If 
we will still go by that announcement, 
Members of the Public will know which 
Filling Station has fuel and which has 
not. 
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Deputy Leader: Point of 
Information! Mr Speaker. My Point of 
Information is on the prayer that was 
adopted which was not all 
encompassing. Independent Marketers 
are not the only dealers on Petroleum 
products. You have Major and 
Independent Marketers . If we are 
talking only of Independent Marketers, 
you will find out that the vicious circle 
will still continue if nothing is done 
about the major marketers. Thank you. 

Mr Speaker: Let me tell you, if you 
go round the whole of Enugu State, 
there is no-way the major marketers 
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alone can inf1uence fuel prices to the 
detriment of the masses. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 
Speaker, I agree totally with the 
Motion. Also, I agree with the prayers. 
I think I support the Motion and the 
Prayers as well. 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr 
Speaker, this is a very important 
Motion. I now move that the Question 
be put. 

Mr Eze: Mr Speaker, I second the 
Motion. 

Question, That the Question be now 
put, put and agreed to. 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved. 
1) That the Hon. Speaker of this 

House and other Members do 
visit the fuel depot at Emene to 
see the Manager, to find out 
what was really happening there. 

2) That all the task forces set up for 
fuel monitoring should be 
dissolved and new ones 
constituted. The House 
Committee on Environment and 
Petroleum Distribution and the 
Commissioner for Public 
Utilities, when appointed, 
should be Members. 
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3) That Members of the State 
Security Council with 
impeccable character should be 
members. 

4) That the House should urge the 
Government to ban the hawking 
of fuel in the State. 

5) That the House do urge the 
Government to direct the 
Independent Marketers to start 
selling fuel immediately at the 
pump price of twenty-six naira 
(N26.00) per litre as approved 
by the federal government. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Constitution of Committee 
on Selection 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, going by Order No. 53 of 
the Rules of this honourable House, and 
for the smooth running of this 
Parliament, and for the immediate take
off of the various Committees, if 
constituted, I wish to formally inform 
you that the House Committee on 
Selection has been constituted. They 
include the following:-
!) Hon. Chukwu Abel- Speaker- Chainnan 
2) Hon. Enebe Cletus Member 
3) Hon. Anikwe Paul Member 
4) Hon. Chukwu Lucky D. Member 
5) Hon. Dr. Ebenyi Kingsley Member 
6) Hon. Atigwe David Member 
7) Hon. Chigbo Anthony Member 
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Based on this, the afore-mentioned 
Members as announced by the Speaker, 
are expected to meet at 2 p.m. today in 
his office immediately after sitting. 

Going by the Motion as adopted by 
the honourable House, all the Members 
are expected to assemble at 9 a.m. 
tomorrow to enable us visit the NNPC 
Depot at Emene, and the Clerk-at-Table 
should formally write the manager of 
our visit tomorrow morning, please. 

We have what we call Attendance 
Register. Ensure that you sign your 
names at the end of the sitting. We will 
take group photograph on the rising of 
the House. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader of the House; (Mr K. 
Ebenyi): Mr Speaker Sir, having done 
justice to the items on the Order Paper 
today, I hereby move that the House do 
now adjourn till Tuesday, 1 01

h June, 
2003 at 10 a.m. Thank you. 

Read the Rules 

Mr C. 0 . Enebe (Awgu North) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, in seconding the Motion 
for Adjournment, I want to appeal to 
my Colleagues that for a smooth take 
off of this House, and to ensure that we 
understand ourselves, I urge every one 
to read the Rules of debate so that if 
anybody says sor_nething, one does not 
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see that person as his or her enemy. 
Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to: 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourn till Tuesday, 1 01

h June, 2003 at 
10 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 12.47 p.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 
ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Tuesday, I O'h June, 2003 
(!'he House met at IO a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Members, 
our Votes and Proceedings No. 2 of 
Thursday 5th June, 2003, is now before 
the House. I have done justice to them 
by going through them, and discovered 
that they are true reflections of what 
transpired on the Floor of the House. 
However, I have the privilege to call for 
the comments of hon. Members to 
enable us accept them as correct. 
Thank you. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have gone through the 
Votes and Proceedings of our last 
sitting, and found them to be the proper 
and true records of our deliberations. I 
therefore, move for the adoption of the 
Votes and Proceedings as correct 
records of our sitting. Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. 

Mr C. 0. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker Sir, I rise to second the Motion 
for the adoption of the Votes and 
Proceedings. Thank you, Sir. 
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Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and accordingly Proceedings 
o.fThursday 51

h June, 2003 adopted 

MESSAGE FROM HIS 
EXCELLENCY, THE GOVERNOR 

OF ENUGU STATE, 
DR CHIMAROKE NNAMANI 

Office of the Governor 
Enugu State of Nigeria 

Government House Enugu 
4th June, 2003 

GHSII23/ Vll/6 

The Hon Speaker 
Enugu State House of Assembly 
Enugu. 

Dear Hon. Speaker 

NOMINATION OF COMMISSIONERS 

His Excellency, the Governor of Enugu 
State has nominated the following 
persons as Commissioners in the 
proposed State Executive Council: 

I. Engr F. C. U. Ugwu 
2. Sullivan I. Chime 
3. Evelyn Ahanonu 
4. Dr Festus Uzo 
5. Mr Orji 0. Orji 
6. Dr Simon !dike 
7. Dr Dan Shere 
8. Dr Patrick Asadu 
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9. Mr Afam Nnaji 
10. Chief Ayogu Eze 

Consequently, he has directed me to 
respectfully request the Honourable 
House to kindly, give their nomination 
expeditious consideration to enable 
them attend to certain State matters of 
urgent importance. 

I am further directed by His Excellency 
to convey to you and the entire House, 
the assurance of his highest 
consideration. 

Sgd. 
Frank Nweke Jnr. 
Chief of Staff 

Leader (Mr K. Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I move that the Message just sent to 
us from His Excellency the Governor, 
be accepted for consideration on 
Thursday lih June, 2003. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second the Motion 
for the acceptance and consideration as 
proposed by the Leader of the House. 

Question put and agreed to. 

The Message from His Excellency 
accordingly accepted for consideration 
on Thursday 12'h June, 2003. 

Mr Speaker: The Clerks-At-Table 
should write official letters to those 
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concerned to appear on Thursday 1 i 11 

June, 2003 for screening, and they 
should equally make available to this 
honourable House twenty five copies of 
their credentials . Thank you. 

APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL 
ADVISERS 

Mr Speaker: I still have another 
Message from His Excellency, the 
Executive Governor of Enugu State, Dr 
Chimaroke Nnamani dated 4th June 
2003, and I read :-

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
Enugu State of Nigeria 

Government House, 
Enugu 
4'h June, 2003 

GHS/123/ VII/ 7 

The Han. Speaker, 
Enugu State House of Assembly, 
Enugu. 

Dear Han. Speaker, 

APPOINTMENT OF 
SPECIAL ADVISERS 

His Excellency, the Governor of Enugu 
State has directed me to respectfully 
request the approval of the Honourable 
House for the appointment of five (5) 
Special Advisers. 

Q 
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based on this, I humbly pledge that the 
five Special Political Advisers 
requested by the Governor be approved 
with immediate effect. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr D. 0. Atigwe): 
Mr Speaker, in accordance with the 
Constitution of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria, I have risen to move that the 
Question now be put. 

Question, That the Question be now 
put, put and agreed to. 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this honourable 
House today, 1 01

h June, 2003, approves 
the appointment of five Special Political 
Advisers to His Excellency, the 
Governor of Enugu State, Dr 
Chimaroke Ogbonnia Nnamani. 

Mr Speaker: My hon. Deputy 
Speaker, hon. Colleagues, I wish to 
appeal that some staff and all the 
visitors do leave this Chamber to come 
back at the appropriate time. I 
apologize for the inconveniences; we 
are now going into Executive Session. 
Thank you. 
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COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
HOUSE - (EXECUTIVE SESSION). 

MATTER OF URGENT PUBLIC 
IMPORTANCE, 

CREATION OF MORE LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT AREAS IN ENUGU 

STATE OF NIGERIA. 

Leader: Mr Chairman, Sir, I rise to 
seek leave of this honourable House to 
suspend Order No. 25 of the Standing 
Orders of the House to enable me 
present a Matter of Urgent Public 
Importance. Thank you. 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North) : 
Observation. Mr Chairman, Sir, I 
believe that we are in Executive Session 
and that somebody is to record the 
Motion that is about to be moved. I 
want to plead that the Clerk, the 
Sergeant-at-Arms and the three Clerks
at-Table remain with us, while we plead 
with out Official Reporters to equally 
give us some time. 

The Chairman: Honourable 
Members, you ·know, these are the 
Verbatim Reporters and at the end o the 
day, what we are going to discuss here 
will be reported verbatim. So, if you 
ask them to go, the Clerks-at-Table may 
not be able to do the job. They will only 
pick part of the proceedings; but these 
people are going to report it exactly as it 
was said. 
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May I. therefore, request that you, 
kindly, give the request expeditious 
consideration to enable them attend to 
certain State matters of urgent 
importance. Please accept, on behalf of 
other Honourable Members, the 
renewed assurance of His Excellency's 
consideration. 

Signed 
Frank Nweke, Jnr 
Chief of Staff 

Leader (Mr K. Ebenyi): Mr Speaker~ 
Sir, due to the importance ofthis second 
message from the Executive Governor 
of Enugu State, I hereby move that we 
accept the message for consideration 
immediately. Thank you. 

Mr L. D. Chukwu (Nkanu West): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, in seconding the 
Motion for the adoption of the Special 
Advisers as moved by the Leader of this 
honourable House, I want to say that I 
am in total support for the acceptance of 
the said Message from His Excellency, 
Dr C. Nnamani. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Message from His Excellency 
accepted for immediate consideration. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I seek 
the leave of this honourable House to 
suspend Order No. 25 of the Standing 
Orders of Old Anambra State House of 
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Assembly. Mr Speaker, like I have 
already said, there is need for His 
Excellency to have people that will start 
work immediately. For now His 
Excellency is working only with his 
Deputy Governor. He needs some 
people to work with him. He has just 
nominated some names for 
Commissioners which would be 
screened by this House on Thursday, 
lih June, 2003 . I urge this honourable 
House to allow His Excellency to 
appoint the five Special Political 
Advisers who will work with him until 
the new Executive Council is 
inaugurated. I, therefore, urge the 
"honourable House to accept the Motion 
as moved. 

Mr C. 0. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, I rise to support that we 
approve the five Special Political 
Advisers to the Governor. In supporting 
the approval, I also urge him to appoint 
competent hands so that the duties of 
Enugu State will be enhanced. Thank 
you. 

Mr J. U. Onoh (Enugu North): Mr 
Speaker; Sir, · life represents the efforts 
of man to organize society and since this 
government is a government of a 
political party under the influence of 
public opinion, and since the divine 
right of government is the keystone of 
human progress, I hereby believe that all 
governments are managed by the 
combined wisdom of the people. And 
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Mr Njeze; Thank you so much, Mr 
Chairman for the explanation; then the 
Speakers should be audible enough for 
them to pick. 

The Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues, the observation 1s over
~uled. Thank you. 

Mr C. 0. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, I rise to second that 
Motion moved by the Leader of the 
House requesting the leave of this 
honourable House to suspend Order No. 
25 of the Standing Orders to enable him 
move a Motion of Urgent Public 
Importance. 

Question put and agreed to: 

Order No. 25 of the Standing Orders 
of the House accordingly suspended. 

Leader: Mr Chairman, Sir, you must 
have noticed that for a long time now 
the demand by the people of Enugu 
State for the creation of more Local 
Government Areas in the State has been 
a burning issue. 

The seventeen (1 7) Local 
Government Areas we have at present 
are not adequate to meet the yearnings 
of the public in terms of development at 
grassroots. 

This demand is very necessary in 
respect of rapid and even development 
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in the new Local Government Areas to 
be created. 

You will also observe that this House 
has been flooded with requests for 
creation of more Local Government 
Areas for the people of Enugu State. 

You are also aware that the Panel on 
Creation of new Local Government 
Areas in Enugu State has been 
inundated with requests from the people 
of Enugu State for the creation of 
additional Local Government Areas in 
Enugu State. 

As a result, it has become pertinent 
that this honourable House should 
consider these requests as a matter of 
urgency. 

PRAYERS: In view of the foregoing, 
may I move as follows: 

1. That this honourable House do 
now consider and adopt creation 
of more Local Government 
Areas in the State. 

2. That an Ad-hoc Committee be 
set up immediately for this 
purpose, and in so doing should 
liaise with the Enugu State 
Independent Electoral 
Commission (ENSIEC). 

3. That the Ad-hoc Committee 
should liaise with other 
Government Agencies and 
Organizations especially the 
Panel on Local Government 
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Creation that has been working 
on this matter. 

Mr Speaker, I beg to move. 

Mr C. 0. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, I have risen to contribute 
to the Motion on the creation of more 
Local Government Areas in Enugu 
State. Mr Speaker, you will agree with 
me that during the military era, the 
people of Enugu State and indeed the 
South Eastern States were marginalized 
because Local Government creation 
then was the prerogative of the Federal 
Military Government ofNigeria. 

Today, the Constitution we are 
operating has under Section 7 
empowered this honourable House to 
create new Local Government Areas in 
Enugu State. In doing so, we will try to 
create a balance and make enough 
efforts to correct the imbalances 
existing. 

Imagine a State like Enugu State 
having only 1 7 local government areas 
whereas her counterparts in other parts 
of the country have 40 and more and 
very recently, some other states have 
gone ahead to create more Local 
Government Areas in their domains. 

As a result of the yearnings of our 
people for more Local Government 
Areas, it becomes very stringent on us 
to do what we can; to see that their cries 
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for these Local Government Areas come 
to fruition . 

We on our part will be doing what 
the Constitution empowers us to do, if 
we listen to them and give them the new 
Local Government Areas as demanded. 
The importance of more Local 
Government Areas in Enugu State 
cannot be over emphasized. Such will 
open up the rural areas, it will create an 
avenue for development. By the time 
the revenue sharing allocation is done at 
the Federal level, we would have had 
more opportunities of having more 
money from the center if the Motion 
passes through Enugu State House of 
Assembly and is taken to the National 
Assembly. 

So, we will try as much as possible to 
ensure that we achieve equity and 
fairness in Local Government creation. 

Finally, I wish to state that it will be 
very, very necessary for the Ad-hoc 
Committee to ensure that the procedures 
as . enshrined in Section 8 of the 
Constitution are strictly adhered to so 
that more Local Government Areas can 
be created as is our initial taste. Thank 
you, Mr Chairman. 

Mr E. Odo (lgbo-Etiti East): Mr 
Chairman, Sir. I strongly align myself 
to the speeches made by the Sponsor 
and co-sponsors of this very Motion. 
The yearnings and aspirations of the 
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people of Enugu State have been geared 
towards taking Government to the 
grassroot and the essence of taking 
Government to the grass root is to allow 
people to be part of the Government and 
that is to say, that creating more Local 
Governments in Enugu State will go a 
long way to achieve that purpose, and 
as a matter of fact, that reflects the 
name Local Government. 

However, the prayers of the 
Sponsors are very cogent to my mind, 
more especially prayer No. 2 that 
recommends for an Ad-hoc Committee 
to be set up to visit and conduct a 
referendum for that purpose. I think by 
so doing, the House must have done its 
best to, at least, shift part of their 
responsibilities to the said Committee. 
And while urging the Committee to 
perform their duties effectively, I will 
plead that the Speaker should as well 
give the Terms of Reference to the said 
Ad-Hoc Committee. Having read 
through the prayers, I think I am in a 
better position to say that I am 
sponsoring the Motion. Thank you very 
much. 

Mr E. U. Eze (Udenu): Mr 
Chairman, I have risen to give flesh to 
the arguments that have been made to 
create more local governments in Enugu 
State. We are in a democracy and the 
colonial masters who introduced this 
system of government started with 
Local Administration. In other words, 

35 

70 

the emphasis is on Local 
Administration. Ninety per cent of our 
people reside in the rural areas, and if · 
we should have more local governments 
that will bring government nearer to the 
people, that means access to democracy 
dividends. That is spreading the 
benefits of good governance. So, as a 
co-sponsor to this very important 
Motion, I am asking you to give it full 
Constitutional backing by its passage. 
Thank you. 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Thank 
you Mr Chairman. I have enough good 
reasons to support this Motion of Urgent 
Public Importance, for an urgent need to 
create additional local governments in 
Enugu State. My people are immensely 
yearning for more Local Governments. 
This House will be doing a very great 
service to the people of Enugu State by 
agreeing to carry out its Constitutional 
duties to achieve the yearnings and 
aspirations of the people by supporting 
this Motion. Knowing fully well that, 
like one of the sponsors said, greater 
percentage of our people reside in the 
rural areas and the cardinal reason for 
investing in democracy, after casting 
our votes, is to receive dividends 
thereon. These dividends will be most 
appreciated when it gets down to the 
rural populace. It is based on these 
reasons that I rise to support the Motion. 
Thank you. 
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Mr ·D. Agbo (Enugu East) : · Mr 
Chairman, Sir. I am in total support of 

this Motion as proposed by the Leader 
of this House. Our people have waited 
too long for this Motion, and I still 
believe we cannot delay it any longer. 
Moreover, I believe that if we pass this 
Motion today we are doing justice to the 
people of Enugu State. Firstly, it will 
bring development nearer to the people. 
Moreover, it will reduce the cry of 
marginalization in Enugu State. Thank 
you. 

Mr L. D. Chukwu (Nkanu West) : 
Mr Chairn1an, firstly, I must commend 
the Leader for moving this Motion. 
Equally, I want to thank the Sponsor 
and Co-sponsors of this Motion for a 
very good job done. Equity sees that it 
is done that, which ought to be done, 
and in this instance equity has been 
done. A stitch in time saves nine. This 
Motion, honestly speaking, is anchored 
on justice, fair play, equity, social 
development, even development, 
awareness and a lot more. It is a very, 
very commendable Motion. And I urge 
my honourable Colleagues in all 
humility that we accept this historical 
and symbolic Motion on the creation of 
more local governments. On this note, 
Mr Chairman, Sir, I beg to have my 
Seat. Thank you. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River) : I stand 
to support the creation of more local 
governments . If we do not create more, 
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we will not be doing our people any 
good, hence there is need for us to align 
ourselves with the creation of additional
local governments . If we create more, 
we will gain the following; 

Political Gains: We all know that 
National Delegates are always drawn 
from local governments in proportion. 
If we remain at seventeen local 
governments, and others like Anambra 
State and Kano State are having seventy 
two as at now, then we are not doing 
ourselves any favour, because there is a 
g~:eat difference between seventeen and 
seventy-two. When there is a National 
Delegate Meeting, we will have less 
members attending. 

It will give our people more jobs 
because more hands will be involved in 
the new local governments that will be 
created. There are economic gains as 
well; National Revenue is shared on 
local government basis, so I think that 
with this few reasons, there is the need 
for us to create without delay more local 
governn1ents. Thank you. 

Mr J. U. Onoh (Enugu North): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, I thank my hon. Leader 
(Mr Ebenyi) and those that moved this 
Motion. I also thank the hon. Member 
for Udenu (Mr Eze) for going direct to 
the benefits of creating these new local 
governments from today onwards. 
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I believe that by creating new local 
governments, we will create avenues for 
protection of the individuals against 
arbitrary infringements on their rights 
by other individuals. I also believe that 
we are creating employment 
opportunities for people to earn their 
living. I believe in the freedom of 
discussion and teaching, and I also 
believe that by creating these local 
governments, we will be able to give 
every individual within this State 
adequate participation in the formation 
of this government. And in believing 
so, Mr Speaker, I am urging all of you 
to support the creation of new local 
governments as we are actually going to 
entrench peace not just during our time 
but at all times, and it will go down in 
history that we have done good service 
to the people of Enugu State. 

With that, Mr Chairman, I humbly 
beg to resume my Seat. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): 
Thank you, Mr Chairman, I think that 
this is one of the most important 
Motions that will be moved in this 
House. The creation of local 
government areas in Enugu State is long 
over-due. It is even ridiculous that a 
State as large as Enugu Sate is having 
only seventeen local government areas 
whereas such States like Kano, though 
larger, has forty-seven. Bayalsa, 
Anambra and Imo States have more 
than seventeen respectively; some have 
up to twenty ·and above. I think that we, 
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hon. Members, will be doing ourselves 
and our offsprings good by creating 
more local government areas, because 
the issue goes down to the development 
of the rural areas, and especially the 
areas that have been neglected for a very 
long time. 

We should not hesitate in creating 
more local government areas in Enugu 
State so that then our people will testify 
that we have done a great service to the 
State. 

On this very note, Mr Chairman, I 
move that the Question be put, that new 
local governments be created in Enugu 
State. 

Question that the Question be put, 
put and agreed to. 
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Main Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: 
1. That this honourable House do 

now consider and adopt creation 
of more Local Government 
Areas in the State. 

2. That an Ad-hoc Committee be 
set up immediately for this 
purpose, and in so doing should 
liaise with the Enugu State 
Independent Electoral 
Commission (ENSIEC). 

3. That the Ad-hoc Committee 
should liaise with other 
Government Agencies and 
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Organizations especially the 
Panel on Local Government 
Creation that has been working 
on this matter. 

Mr Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues, the Motion has been 
adopted, and in keeping with the 
prayers of the Motion, I wish to 
immediately announce the Members of 
the ad hoc committee on local 
government creation in Enugu State. 

I) Hon. Enebe Cletus 
2) Hon . Ebenyi Kingsley 
3) Hon. Obidinma Johnny 
4) Hon. Njeze Marcel 
5) Hon. Chukwu Lucky 
6) Hon. Anichukwu John 
7) Hon. Eze Emma 
8) Hon. Atigwe David 
9) Hon . Anikwe Paul 
I 0) Hon. Odo Eugene 
II) Hon. Chigbo Anthony 
12) Hon. Chukwuegbo Gregory 

13) Hon. Maduabu Emmanuel 

Chainnan 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 

Member 

Let me make one appeal: This is an 
ad hoc committee and it stands 
dissolved as soon as we finish this 
exercise. I want to appeal to hon. 
Members and to remind that definitely, 
every hon. Member's name cannot be in 
the list, but we tried as much as possible 
to do justice to it by including people 
from various political zones to make-up 
this list. So if your name is not there, it 
does not mean that you are not qualified 
to be there. We are working like people 
from the same family. 
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The Chairman of the committee is 
the Member for Awgu North (Mr 
Enebe) . Like I said, this is an ad hoc 
committee and it is going to have sub
committees that will be distributed to 
the three Senatorial Zones of the State. 

Mr Chairman: The distribution list 
is as follows. Member for Awgu North 
(Mr Enebe) still remains the Chairman 
of the entire sub-committees. 

Enugu West Senatorial Zone: 

Hon. Johnny Obidinma 
Hon. Marcel Njeze 
Hon. Paul Anikwe 
Hon. Emmanuel Maduabu 

Enugu East Senatorial Zone: 

Hon. Kingsley Ebenyi 
Hon. Lucky Chukwu 
Hon. John Anichukwu 
Hon. Gregory Chukwuegbo 

Enugu North Senatorial Zone: 

Hon. David Atigwe 
Hon. Emma Ezeh 
Hon. Eugene Odo 
Hon. Anthony Chigbo 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair) 
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I thank my hon. Colleagues. You are 
aware of the importance of this Motion. 
I expect that by Thursday, this 
Committee should report out to the 
House. Because of this exercise, we 
might not sit tomorrow to enable us do 
justice to the Motion and to this 
exercise. I expect therefore, that by 
Thursday you should be able to tum out 
your Report to enable us forge ahead. 
Thank you. I think that having 
exhausted the issues we wanted to 
discuss at the executive session, we can 
now open the gallery. 

The ad hoc committees will meet on 
the rising of the House in the 
Conference Hall here. 

Please listen to me. I know too well 
that when we finally leave this place, 
some people will like to know what we 
discussed; if anybody asks you, please 
refer the person to the Speaker. 

Whereupon the Gallery was 
reopened to the Public. 

Hon. Colleagues, we are sorry for 
keeping the public waiting for some 
time. It is not our fault. I believe we 
have to do justice to issues as they 
concern this honourable House. This is 
not the first time we are asking that the 
Gallery be cleared. It is not an 
embarrassing order; so you are welcome 
back to the Chamber. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

Mr Speaker; I wish to appeal that 
during our next sitting people should go 
to the Gallery and not come inside the 
Chamber. Please all concerned should 
take note and Sergeant-at-Arms should 
try to assist people to go to the Gallery 
and not inside the Chamber. 

All the hon. Members will meet in 
the Conference hall on the rising of the 
House. I have been told that the House 
Committee on Selection met and made 
appointments. I have been given some 
list of Committees of the House. I know 
everybody is anxious to know where he 
belongs, but in my records, I have a 
little problem. I earlier told you that I 
do not want the name of anybody to be 
in more than three Committees, but 
from available records before me, some 
names appeared in more than three 
Committees. If I call the Committees 
and discover that a name falls in more 
than three Committees, I will remove 
the name and put it appropriately. The 
Committees are as follows : 

'lO 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
AND APPROPRIATION 

Hon . JosefU. Onoh 
Hon. Emma Eze 
Hon . Paul Anikwe 
Hon. John Anichukwu 
Hon. Emmanuel Maduabu 
Hon. Christopher Ugwu 
Hon. Fidelis Ezema 

Chairman 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON 
PUBLIC UTILITIES 

Hon. Christopher Ugwu 
Hon. Anih Donatus, A. 
Hon. Onah Febian 
Hon. David Atigwe 
Hon. Mrs Chika Ene 
Hon. Alfred Nnadi 

Chairman 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL DUTIES 
AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

l-I on John Anichukwu Chairman 
l-Ion. Emma Eze Member 
Hon. Eugene Odo Member 
Hon. Nze Michael Onyeze Member 
Hon . Marcel Njeze Member 
Hon . Amu Felix E. Member 
Hon. Dennis I. Agbo Member 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HOUSE 
SERVICES AND SECURJTY MATTERS 

Hon. Donatus A. Anih Chainnan 
Hon. Lucky D. Chukwu Member 
Hon. JosefU. Onoh Member 
Hon. Atigwe David Member 
l-Ion. Marcel Njeze Member 
l-Ion. Emmanuel Maduabu Member 
l-Ion. Fidelis Ezema Member 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON WOMEN 
AFFAIRS, AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

l-Ion . (Mrs) Chika Ene Chainnan 
Hon . E. Maduabu Member 
l-Ion. M. Onyeze Member 
Hon. D. Agbo Member 
Hon. F. Amu Member 
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON PETROLEUM 
RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
MANAGEMENT 

Hon. J. Obidinma 
Hon. L. Chukwu 
l-Ion (Mrs) Chika Ene 
l-Ion M. Njeze 
l-Ion J. Anichukwu 
l-Ion C. Enebe 
l-Ion E. Odo 

Chainnan 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEAL TI-l 

l-Ion M. Njeze Chairman 
l-Ion K. Ebenyi Member 
l-Ion J. U. Onoh Member 
l-Ion F. Amu Member 
l-Ion J. Anichukwu Member 
Hon M. Onyeze Member 
l-Ion (Mrs) Chika Ene Member 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, 
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

Hon M. Onyeze Chainnan 
l-Ion P. Anikwe Member 
l-Ion A. Chigbo Member 
l-Ion D. 0. Atigwe Member 
l-Ion C. Enebe Member 
Hon J. U. Onoh Member 
Hon D.I. Agoo Member 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON LANDS 
AND HOUSING 

HonE. Eze Chainnan 
Hon C. Enebe Member 
Hon L. Chukwu Member 
l-Ion A. Chigbo Member 
l-Ion G. Chukwuegbo Member 
l-Ion A. C. Nnadi Member 
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON 
PUBLIC ACCOUNTS 

Hon F. Onah 
HonE. U. Eze 
l-Ion D. I. Agbo 
Hon E. Maduabu 
Hon M. Njeze 
Hon K. Ebenyi 
Hon F. Ezema 

Chainnan 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CHIEFTAINCY, 
CULTURE AND TOURISM 

Hon F. Amu 
Hon A. Chigbo 
Hon D. Ani 
Hon D. 0. Atigwe 
Hon J. Anichukwu 

Chainnan 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON CIVIL SERVICE 
AND LABOUR MATTERS 

l-Ion A. Nnadi 
Hon (Mrs) Chika Ene 
Hon C. Ugwu 
Hon M. Onyeze 
HonG. Chukwuegbo 

HOUSE COMMITTEE 
AND INDUSTRIES 

Hon E. Maduabu 
Hon J. Obidinma 
Hon J. U. Onoh 
Hon F. Ezema 
Hon C. Ugwu 
Hon F. Onah 
Hon (Mrs) Chika Ene 

ON 

Chainnan 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 

COMMERCE 

Chainnan 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON RULES 
AND BUSINESS 

l-Ion (Dr) K. Ebenyi 
Hon D. 0. Atigwe 
Hon C. Enebe . 

Chainnan 
Member 
Member 
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l-Ion L. Chukwu 
l-Ion E. Odoh 
Hon G. Chukwuegbo 
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Member 
Member 
Member 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY, 
PUBLIC PETITIONS, ETHICS AND 
PRIVILEGES 

HonE. Odoh Chainnan 
Hon C. Enebe Member 
l-Ion L. Chukwu Member 
l-Ion K. Ebenyi Member 
Hon J. Obidinma Member 
Hon M. Onyeze Member 
Hon F. Amu Member 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON WORKS 
AND TRANSPORT 

Hon G . Chukwuegbo Chainnan 
Hon J. U. Onoh Member 
Hon J. Obidinma Member 
Hon P. Anikwe Member 
Hon F. Ezema Member 
Hon F. Amu Member 
HonE. Eze Member 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON INFORMATION, 
YOUTHS AND SPORTS 

Hon. L. D. Chukwu 
HonG. Chukwuegbo 
Hon M. Njeze 
Hon E. Maduabu 
Hon C. Ugwu 
Hon A. C. Nnadi 
Hon F. E. Amu 

Chainnan 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 

Mr Speaker: The next Committee 
has to do with a lot of things. I think 
that Uzo-Uwani is blessed with 
agricultural products. 

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo-Uwani): Mr 
Speaker I have no objection. 
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 
AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

Hon A. Chigbo 
Hon D. Atigwe 
Hon D. I. Agbo 
Hon (Mrs) Chika Ene 
Hon E. Maduabu 
Hon F. Ezema 
HonG. Chukwuegbo 
Hon C. Ugwu 

Chairman 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT, INTER-PARLIAMENTARY 
RELATIONS, RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
AND STATE INEC 

Hon C. 0 . Enebe Chainnan 
Hon L. D. Chukwu Member 
Hon D. Atigwe Member 
HonE. Eze Member 
Hon A. Chigbo Member 
Hon K. Ebenyi Member 
Hon D. A. Ani Member 

Hon J. Obidinma Member 
Hon P. Anikwe Member 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Members, 
please let me state again that I had no 
time to go through this document, so I 
have discovered that the names of some 
hon. Members appeared in more than 
five places. I wish to state that I will not 
consult anybody to take action, if an 
hon. Member's name appears in more 
than four or five places, I will rearrange 
the names appropriately. I have no 
need to consult anybody. I will do it on 
my own. 

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo-Uwani): No 
phone call! 

42 
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Mr Speaker: Honourable Members 
should please take note. The idea of 
these Committee is for the House to take 
off, and take off in full swing. I do not 
think there is need for anybody to be in 
all the Committees. I believe that all of 
us are mature and that we are capable of 
heading

0 
the various Committees. In my 

usual way, I do not think that any 
committee is more viable than the 
others; it all depends on what you want 
to make out of it. Even if you put any 
Member in whatever you may call the 
best Committee, if the person does not 
work hard, at the end, he will end up not 

0 
achieving anything. The most important 
thing is that if you are in a Committee 
and yofi' think that it is not viable, there 
are still three other Committees you are 
going to work in, that will be viable. 
However, there is no committee that is 
not viable, it all depends on committees 
Chairmen like I said earlier. I believe 
that you are all capable of being 
committee Chairmen. I am appealing to 
you to try as much as possible to work 
in your committees. If along the line I 
discover that you are not performing, I 
will retrieve the Committee and give it 
to anotRer person. 

I want to make another appeal on the 
Motion sponsored by the hon. Member 
for Nkanu West (Mr Chukwu). I do not 
want the Motion to die like that. There 
are now long queues; these independent 
marketers have refused to sell again. I 

t;1 
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am now giVmg the authority of this 
House to the Committee on Petroleum 
and Environment to move into action as 
soon as the House adjourns, to go to 
NNPC, because we agreed that they will 
be sending their manifest on daily basis 
so that we can find out those that have 
fuel and why they are not selling. 

I want to sound a note of warning; if 
Members do not take time they are 
going to blackmail you, that is why 
every Member here is a man of honour 
and integrity and that is expected of 
everyCommittee Chainnan. Definitely, 
they will tell you that they bought it at 
high prices, that they have to make 
profit. I insist that they have to sell at 
twenty-six naira or they do not sell. It 
is not normal for them to sell at higher 
prices while others sell at correct prices. 
We cannot accept that. So on the rising 
of the House, the Committee on 
petroleum should move into action and 
report back to this House on Thursday 
li11 June, 2003. The ball is now in your 
court. I have done my own work as the 
hon. Speaker, it is left for you to play 
your own cards so that the rights of the 
people of Enugu State will be protected. 

Well, on the issue of manifest, I 
humbly request the Clerks-at-Table to 
write officially to the Depot Manager, 
NNPC that, he should as a matter of 
urgency and importance, make available 
to the Members of the Committee or the 
Chairman on Petroleum and 
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Environment, the manifest of their 
distributions on daily basis. The 
Chairman, should please take note. 

43 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker, I rise to move 
that the House do now adjourn till 
Thursday, 1 ih June 2003, at 10 am. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, I stand 
to second the Motion for Adjournment. 
Thank you. 

Mr C. O.Enebe (Awgu North) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I wish to support the 
Motion for adjournment, and in doing 
so, I wish to make Enugu State and the 
public to realize that we are not a Task 
Force. We are elected and we must play 
our own role. If the fuel dealers in 
Enugu State fail to sell the fuel at the 
price of N26.00 per a litre as approved 
by the Federal Government, we cannot 
buy. We are in a democracy and the 
fuel is one of our natural resources. I 
believe that what we are doing is to 
achieve our objectives in this direction. 
Thank you very much, Mr Speaker. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourn till Thursday, lih June, 2003 at 
10 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 1.50 pm . 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursday, 12'h June, 2003 

(The House met at 10 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Members, 
our Votes and Proceedings No. 3 of 
Tuesday 10111 June, 2003 are before the 
House. I have done justice to them and 
they are the true reflection of what 
transpired on the said day. However, it 
is my wish to calL- for your comments. 
Thank you. 

Mr M. 0 . Onyeze (Igboeze North 
I): Mr Speaker, Sir, I have gone through 
the Votes and Proceedings, and I want 
to observe that my names were not 
properly written. All through the Votes 
and Proceedings were written Onyeze 
N.M, 'N' is not at all in my name. My 
full names are Onyeze Michael 
Onyeachonam. 

Mr Speaker: Noted. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equally gone 
through the Vo~es and Proceedings and 
to my mind everything there is in order. 
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I, therefore, move that the Votes and 
Proceedings be adopted. Thank you. 

Mr E. Odo (lgbo-Etiti East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, after a careful perusal of 
the proceedings I found them to be 
correct and a real representation of what 
happened during our last meeting. I 
therefore second the Motion for the 
adoption of the Votes and Proceedings. 

Ll.Ll. 

Question put and agreed to: 

Votes and Proceedings of 1 O'h June, 
2003 accordingly adopted. 

MESSAGE FROM HIS 
EXCELLENCY THE EXECUTIVE 
GOVERNOR OF ENUGU STATE, 

DR CHIMAROKE NNAMANI 

4'h June, 2003 
GHS/123/ Vll/6 

The Hon. Speaker, 
Enugu State House of Assembly, 

Dear Hon. Speaker, Sir, 

ADDITIONAL TWO COMMISSIOINER 
NOMINEES 

His Excellency, the Governor has 
directed that the following Mo persons 
have been nominated as Commissioners 
in the proposed State Executive Council. 
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They are as follows: 
1. Chief Clement Okvvor 
2. Barr. Lucky Chukvvu 

Consequently he has directed me to 
respectfully, request the han. House to 
kindly give their nomination immediate 
consideration to enable them attend to 
certain State matters of urgent 
importance. 

I am further directed by His Excellency 
to convey to you and the entire House 
the assurance of his highest 
consideration. 

Sgd. 
Frank Nweke Jnr 
Chief of Staff. 

Leader: (Mr K. Ebenyi): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to move that the 
message brought to this honorable 
House be accepted for immediate 
consideration. Thank you. 

Mr P. Anikwe (Ezeagu): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have no doubt in my 
mind that we have to do justice to the 
message from His Excellency. I 
therefore stand to second the Motion 
that the message be considered 
immediately. 

Question put and agreed to: 

Message from His Excellency 
accordingly a~cepted for immediate 
consideration. 
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Mr Speaker: Hon. Colleagues, we 
are going to item five on the Order 
Paper, which is Order of the Day. You 
will recall that we have already invited 
some Commissioner nominees to appear 
before this honourable House, and 
having accepted the message from His 
Excellency, the two additional nominees 
will be screened along with those we 
have already invited for screening 
today. 

45 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, having 
moved to item five, which is the 
screening of the Commissioner 
nominees, may I move that the House 
do now resolve itself into a Committee 
of the Whole House for this all 
important exercise. Thank you. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South) : Mr 
Speaker Sir, I rise to second that 
Motion. 

Question put and agreed to: 

ADDITIONAL TWO 
COMMISSIONER NOMINEES-

(CONSIDERED IN THE 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

HOUSE) 

The Chairman: Hon. Colleagues, 
now that the House has been resolved 
into the Committee of the Whole House, 
we now go ahead to item five, and in 
doing that, you will agreed with me that 
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almost all the nominees have served the 
Government in one position or . the 
other. Some of them were one time 
Commissioners before now, and some 
were in different areas in Government, 
and, of course, one of them had been an 
honourable Member of this House. 

In view of this development, I 
suggest, since we have a lot to do today, 
instead of calling them one by one, we 
call three at a time to save time because 
we have a bulk of duties yet to be 
carried out. So, Sergeant-at-Arm call 
the hon. Member for Nkanu West (Mr 
Lucky Chukvvu) if he is around, Dr 
F.S.A Uzor, as we all know, is a 
Member and a Colleague of this 
honourable house. Dr F.S.A Uzo was 
one time Speaker of this House. Then 
call Chief Ayogu Eze. 

Honourable Colleagues, before you 
is a one time Colleague, former Speaker 
of this House, the Right hon. Dr F.S.A 
Uzor. Dr Uzor is here today to seek 
your approval for him to occupy a 
position in Enugu State as a 
Commissioner. Having been hon. 
Speaker of this honourable House, I 
wish to reserve my comments. Behind 
him is hon. Chief Ayogu Eze who is 
here before you now, he has been a 
Commissioner in this Government for 
four years . The next person I called is 
hon. Lucky Chukwu who is incidentally 
not here present. He has actually gone 
out for a very important assignment. 
That not withstandi-ng, we will go ahead 
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to make some comments as regards to 
hon. Lucky Chukwu and possibly 
approve his nomination. Thank you. 
May I now call on hon. Members to ask 
questions, starting from the hon. 
Member for Nkanu West (Mr Lucky 
Chukvvu) who is incidentally not present 
in the Chamber today. I now begin with 
the one time Speaker of this House. I 
call on hon. Members to ask hon. Dr 
F.S.A Uzor questions as regards his 
position. 
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Mr C. 0. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Chairman, I have risen to make some 
comments as concerns the two 
gentlemen standing before us. Starting 
from our one time Speaker. Mr 
Chairman, you will agree with me that 
Dr Uzor is a Member of this 
Community. We have known him to be 
productive. So, the experience he has 
acquired at the legislative level, his 
contributions to the nascent democracy; 
his participation in Enugu State House 
of Assembly give enough credence to 
his qualifications for this position. On 
this note, Mr Chairman, I move that this 
honourable House allows Dr Uzor to 
take a bow and leave the Chamber. 
Thank you, very much. 

Leader (Mr Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, I 
rise to second the Motion as moved by 
the hon. Member for Awgu North (Mr 
Enebe). 

Question put and agreed to. 
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Dr F.S.A Uzor accordingly took a 
bow and withdrew from the Chamber 

0 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo-Etiti North I): 
Mr Speaker, I move a Motion urging 
the House to consider favourably the 
appointment of my brother here, Chief 
hon. Ayogu Eze as a Member of the 
State Executive Council. Chief Eze is a 
title holder in my Community, a 
distinguished scholar, a renowned 
journalist and a very core loyalist of this 
administration. He has worked 
tirelessly, and he was the longest 
serving Commissioner. In fact he has 
all it takes to appoint him a 
Commissioner in this Administration. 
He has been a Commissioner for three 
terms and it is because of his loyalty 
and hardwork. I believe he has 
acquired experience as a journalist in 
Government and in various fields of 
human endeavour. We are all asking 
that he should be considered favourably 
in this noble appointment. 

Thank you, Mr Chairman. 

Mr E. Odo (lgbo Etiti East); Mr 
Chairman Sir, the Commissioner
Designate (Chief Anyogu Eze) is a 
house-hold name in Enugu State today, 
and if not that this is a statutory 
requirement, I think he ought not to 
have been summoned here. But, then 
we have to fulfill our statutory 
obligations. He served as a 
Commissioner for Information in Enugu 
State and a Commissioner for Culture 
and Tourism for which he performed 
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excellently well. I equally second the 
Motion by pleading to this honourable 
House that he takes a bow and leaves 
the Chamber. 

Mr P. Anikwe (Ezeagu): Question! 
Pont of Order! I have a question. Mr 
Chairman, honourable Colleagues, the 
question which I want to put to him and 
which may be a general question for 
some of them that will be coming in, is 
that, I will like the Commissioner
Designate (Chief Anyogu Eze) to know 
that he cannot answer honourable until 
he is sworn-in as a Commissioner, 
because I over-heard them addressing 
him as honourable Anyogu-Eze. 
(Interruptions) 
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Mr Chairman: Excuse me! That 
Point of Order is overruled, because 
when once you are an honourable 
person, you are always an honourable 
person in status. The Commission
Designate has served this government 
for four years, so he can always be 
addressed as honourable. Even when, 
God forbid, he dies, he can always be 
addressed as such. And even when you, 
the han. Member representing Ezeagu 
dies, you will be addressed as an 
honourable. So I have to correct you. 

Mr Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Chairman, I have risen to second the 
Motion moved by the Member 
representing Igbo-Etiti East (Mr Odo), 
and in doing so, I want to equally say 
that the Commissioners should answer 
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honourable, after-all , we conferred it on 
them. It is part of what we are doing 
today. It is like a chieftaincy title. 

Question put and agreed to. 

The Commissioner-Designate (Chief 
Anyogu Eze) accordingly took a bow 
and left the Chamber. 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, the man in question, the 
honourable Member representing 
Nkanu West (Mr Chukwu), is a 
bonafide Member of this House. 
Incidentally, he is not here now, but as 
his people, the people of Nkanu West 
trusted him and elected him to represent 
them in this honourable House, I have 
all the confidence, having known him 
for a long time, to stand before you to 
plead with this honourable House to 
give his Excellency, the Governor, the 
approval to appoint him as a 
Commissioner in Enugu State 
Government. I make this ascertion, 
knowing fully well that the hon. 
Member representing Nkanu West (Mr 
Chukwu) had been here with us and is 
inevitably absent today in the interest of 
Enugu State. He is a Barrister-at-Law 
and has served Enugu State 
government, and during this period, he 
served creditably well which endeared 
him to his people and endeared him to 
the Governor. 

Based on this factors, I humbly plead 
with the House to give approval for his 
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appointment as a Commissioner m 
. Enugu State. Thank you. 

Mr J. Anichukwu (Nkanu East) : Mr 
Chairman, the hon. Member 
representing Nkanu West and 
Commissioner-Designate (Mr Chukwu) 
has tried relentlessly to sustain 
democracy in Enugu State at a Special 
Adviser level. 

He is a Gentleman, dedicated, very 
serious to the service of Enugu State 
and, most recently, I wish to inform you 
that this House has won a very good 
impression of the electorate in Enugu 
State and it was through a Motion by the 
Member representing Nkanu West (Mr 
Chukwu) which we all supported. I 
believe that, he is a vital instrument just 
like any one of us, and I do not think 
that we should have any hesitation to 
approve his appointment by the 
Executive Governor, Dr Chimaroke 
Nnamani, because he needs his services. 
On this note, I crave the indulgence of 
the House to support the Motion moved 
by the honourable Member representing 
Udi North (Mr Njeze) that the 
Commissioner-Designate be accepted 
an~~onfirmed as Commissioner in the 
Enugu State Government. Thank you. 

Mr Chairman: Now the 
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Commissioner Designate (Mr Chukvvu) 
is not here and there is a Motion by the 
honourable Member representing Udi 
North (Mr Njeze) which was duly 
seconded by the Member representing 
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Nkanu East (Mr Anichukwu) that this 
honourable House confirms the 
appointment of the Commissioner
Designate (Mr Chukwu) as a 
Commissioner in the Enugu State 
Government. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues, before you is Dan Shere, 
who, before now is Chairman of 
Nsukka Local Government Area. Next 
is Mr Afam Nnaji. Mr Afam Nnaji was 
one time Commissioner in Enugu State 
Government and later went to Nkanu 
West Local Government Area to serve 
as Chairman. I do not know whether 
the Member for Awgu North (Mr 
Enebe) is aware that he is there 
(laughter). He is here again today for 
screening, and following him, is Dr 
Simon Idike. Dr Idike has been with 
this government since 1999. He has 
served as Commissioner and as Special 
Adviser on Health, and, today, he is 
here again based on invitation and also 
on his nomination by the Governor to 
serve on the State Executive Council. 
The next is Dr Asadu. Dr Asadu has 
been a Commissioner in the last 
government, and later he became 
Chairman, Transition Committee, Igbo
Eze South Local Government. Today, 
he is here based on your invitation. 

Honourable Colleagues, · the 
gentlemen are before :you. You can ask 
your question. You all have their 
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curricula vitae. I think it is good enough 
to say what I have just said. However, 
we have to do our duties as Legislators. 

Mr 0. Chukwuegbo (Enugu South 
II): Mr Speaker, I stand to move the 
Motion that Mr Afam Nnaji who has 
been in this government from day one 
and has served as Special Assistant to 
His Excellency; one time Commissioner 
for works and transport; one time 
Transition Committee Chairman of 
Nkanu West (having all these facts 
before us), takes a bow and leaves the 
Chamber. Thank you. 

Deputy Speaker Thank you, Mr 
Chairman, as all of you can see, the four 
gentlemen have been good stewards of 
this government. 

Mr Chairman: Is the Deputy 
Speaker seconding the Motion that hon. 
Afam Nnaji should take a bow and 
leave? 

Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr 
Chairman. I am trying to second the 
Motion, but I want all of them to go 
simultaneously. The gentlemen having 
served as administrators and re
nominated, means they have not 
forgotten their routes. I therefore move 
that the four of them should take a bow 
and leave the Chamber accordingly. 
Thank you. 
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Mr Chairman: A Motion was 
moved earlier and you are now moving 
another Motion. 

Mr J. U. Onoh (Enugu North): Mr 
Speaker, I stand here to second the 
Motion by the Member for Enugu South 
II (Mr Chukwuegbo) that Mr Afam 
Nnaji takes a bow and leaves. 

Mr Chairman: No. No. That one 
has been over-taken because it was not 
seconded before another Motion was 
moved. 

Mr Onoh: The Motion was not 
given due consideration because you 
did not give us chance to second it. We 
would have seconded it if you had given 
us the opportunity to do so. 

Mr Chairman: You can do that 
now. 

Mr Onoh: We just did it now 
· (Laughter). 

Mr Enebe: On a Pont of Order. My 
Point of Order is that the Motion by the 
Deputy Speaker has been taken care of 
by the Motion moved by the hon. 
Member for Enugu South Urban (Mr 
Chukwuegbo) . The Deputy Speaker's 
Motion is as good as the first Motion 
because Mr Afam Nnaji is part of the 
four of them. Thank you. 

Mr Chairman: I do not agree that it 
is part of the Motion made by the hon. 

100 

Member for Enugu South Urban. It was 
not seconded. Somebody should second 
that of the Deputy Speaker. 

Mr F. Ezema (Igbo Eze South), Mr 
Chairman, I rise to second the Motion 
moved by the Deputy Speaker. I also 
want to correct my hon. Colleagues not 
to address the Chair as Mr Speaker, 
rather, he should be addressed as Mr 
Chairman. Thank you. 

The four nominees accordingly took 
a bow and left the Chamber. 

Mr Chairman: Please, I accept the 
correction made by the hon. Member for 
Igboeze South (Mr Ezema), for the 
purpose of what we are handling now, 
to approve these gentlemen for the 
offices of Commissioner:-

Hon Dr Dan Shere 
Hon Afam Nnaji 
Hon DrS. !dike 
Hon Dr P. Asadu 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Chairman: Please the Sergeant-
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at-Arms should call in the following :
Engr F.C.U. Ugwu 
Mr Sullivan I. Chime 
Mrs Evelyn Ahanonu 

If Mr Clement Okwo is present, he 
should also be called in. We are going 
to handle Mr Orji 0. Orji separately. 
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Sergeant-at-Arms: Mr Clement 
Okwo is not yet here. 

Mr Chairman: Probably, Mr C. 
Okwo was not informed of the 
interview on time. However, if he is 
not here before the Adjournment of the 
House, he could be screened on another 
date. Honourable Members, standing 
before the House are Engr F. C. u: 
U gwu, he was a Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry of Works, Government of 
Enugu State. 

Mrs Evelyn E. Ahanonu was a 

Commissioner in Enugu State 
Government, she was incharge of 
Women Affairs and Social 
Development. She was a one time 
Women Leader in the politics of Enugu 
State under the platform of P.D.D. This 
woman has been in government since 
the inception of the present democratic 
dispensation. Today, she is here by the 
nomination of His Excellency, the 
Governor of Enugu State to serve in the 
Government of Enugu State as a 
Commissioner. 

Next to her is a man we know too 
well, Hon Barr. Sullivan I. Chime. He 
was the Attorney-General and 
Commissioner for Justice in the 
government of Enugu State. He is here 
again on the invitation of the Governor 
to be screened by this House for the 
position of a Commissioner. I hereby 
call on hon. Members to make their 
contributions to this effect. 

Leader: Mr Chairman, I rise to 
speak in favour of these three nominees. 
They are well known to this House and 
the good people of Enugu State. Engr 
F. C. U. U gwu is a seasoned Engineer. 
He has worked as the Managing 
Director, ESBS, Enugu. His Excellency 
made him a Permanent Secretary in one 
of the Ministries, a post he held until his 
nomination for the position of a 
Commissioner. 
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Mrs E. Ahanonu is like a mother in 
P.D.P. She has been in government 

since the inception of this democracy in 
1999, where she served the good people 
of Enugu State as a Commissioner. 

The former Attorney-General, hon 
Barr. Sullivan I. Chime, is equally here 
again, nominated for the position of a 
Commissioner. Mr Chairman, you are 
aware that it was because of the loyalty 
of Barrister Sullivan Chime and his 
Team of Barristers that defended this 
honourable House when sixteen hon. 
Members went to Abuja to contest the 
dealings of this House; it was Barr. 
Sullivan Chime and his Team that 
helped this House out of this situation. 
Based on the foregoing, Mr Chairman, I 
move that this House should allow these 
lady and gentlemen to take a bow and 
leave the Chamber. Thank you Mr 
Chairman. 

Mr D. A. Anih (Enugu South I 
Rural) : Mr Chairman, I hereby stand to 
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second the Motion that these gentlemen 
and lady do bow and leave the 
Chamber. 

I will not add much to what the 
Deputy Speaker said, we should not 
allow them to take much of our time. 
Thank you, Mr Chairman. 

Mr Chairman: Honourable 
Members, before I put the Question, I 
will allow the House to hear some 
words from the hon. Member for Udi 
South (Mrs Ene). 

Mrs C. Ene (Udi South): Mr 
Chairman, I stand to second the Motion 
that these three Gentlemen and Lady be 
allowed to bow and leave the Chamber 
of this House. Thank you, Mr 
Chairman. 

Question put and agreed to. 

The Nominees accordingly took a 
bow and left the Chamber. 

The Chairman: Please call Mr Orji 
0. Orji. I wish to inform this House that 
the former SSG who has been 
nominated by His Excellency is not 
here, he has gone for an official 
assignment; on that strength, we may go 
ahead and book a date to confirm his 
appointment. He has been the SSG for 
quite some time now. 

Well, hon. Members, before you is 
Mr Orji 0 .. Orji one of the 
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Commissioner nominees by His 
Excellency. 

Mr Enebe (Awgu North) : Mr 
Chairman, the gentleman standing 
before us is from my constituency and I 
wish to state that his real name is Orji C. 
A. Orji, so that we put things in order. 

The Chairman: The Clerks-at-Table 
should, please take note. 

Mr Enebe: Let me quickly say that 
Mr Orji C. A. Orji is one time Deputy 
Chairman of Awgu Local Government 
Area where he served for three good 
years . He was a major anchor-point for 
our great party PDP during the last 
election. He worked tirelessly to see 
that our great party the PDP has upper 
hands in our area. Mr Chairman, I 
believe that Orji C. A. Orji has enjoyed 
the mandate and support of the entire 
A wgu Local Government. As one time 
Deputy Chairman, his appointment as 
Commissioner in this administration has 
once more gone to show that this 
administration takes into consideration, 
hard work and consistency in 
appointment. 

I therefore urge my Colleagues to 
kindly clear him for this position so that 
he can contribute his own quota to the 
development of Enugu State. On this 
note, I formally move that Mr Orji C. A. 
Orji kindly gives us the run down of his 
C.V. for posterity so that the Clerks at 
Table can have a good record of him so 
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that on a day like this, (the famous June 
12) in our political history, we know 
that Orji C. A. Orji was interviewed and 
confirmed by this House of Assembly. 

Mr Chairman: He has been asked 
to give us the run down of his C.V. after 
that, he should tell us his feelings about 
today being June 12. 

Commissioner-Designate (Mr Orji 
CA. Orji): Mr Chairman, the 
honourable House, other protocols duly 
respectfully observed. Like the Right 
bon. Introduced me, my names are Orji 
C. A. Orji, a one time and immediate 
past Deputy Chairman of A wgu Local 
Government Council. I have been a 
founding member of the PDP in Awgu 
Local Government Area and for one 
day I have not drifted from the 
principles and ideals of our party. 
Again during the last elections, I think, I 
was convinced myself that I contributed 
immensely to the success of the party in 
the various elections from the National 
Assembly, Presidential, Gubernatorial 
to House of Assembly elections. So I 
want to urge the honourable House to 
please kindly consider my nomination 
as a Commissioner in Enugu State. 

Mr Chairman: Well, Mr Orji when 
the honourable member for Awgu North 
was talking about C.V., he was 
expecting you to tell us whether you are 
married with children etc. 
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Mr Orji: Actually I have told you 
my name. I am from Amoli in A wgu 
Local Government Area of Enugu State. 
I am forty-two, and married with five 
children. I attended primary school at 
St. Gregory Central Primary School 
Amoli. I attended Secondary School at 
St. Patricks Secondary School Emene. I 
went to Rivers State School of Basic 
Studies (School of Arts and Science) 
and finally I obtained my degree from 
the University of Nigeria, Enugu 
Campus. I have some work experiences 
before I got involved in politics, such as 
with Pfizer Ltd now Letees Pic, Wemy 
Industries Lagos and finally Mambi 
Pharmaceutical Equipment Limited 
Enugu before I went into private 
practice. As a politician, I got involved 
in politics before the present 
dispensation. During the UNPP era, I 
was a member of DPM where I served 
in that party as Publicity secretary for 
A wgu Local Government. I contested 
the House of Assembly election and 
lost. It was not realized because of the 
demise of the former Head of State 
General Abacha. I also contested for 
the Vice-Chairman Awgu Local 
Government under DPM, which I lost 
until the advent of PDP. That is the 
stage now. 

Mr P. Anikwe (Ezeagu):Mr 
Chairman, hon Colleagues, I have no 
doubt in my mind that the gentleman 
before us has all the qualifications, 
papers and otherwise to be considered 
and approved here as a Commissioner in 
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Enugu State Government. I have now 
the honour to move a Motion that Mr 
Orji C. A. Orji should take a bow and 
leave this honourable Chamber. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr 
Speaker, may I humbly second fhe 
Motion moved by my hon Colleague. 
Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

(The Commissioner-Designate Mr 
Orji took a bow and left the Chamber) 

Mr Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues, before us is the man you 
know very well. He is a man who 
before he became the Secretary to 
Enugu State Government, was 
Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of 
Education, Enugu. From there, today 
before us in this House, the gentleman, 
a former Secretary to Enugu State 
Government is now a Commissioner 
nominee to serve the Executive Council 
of Enugu State Government. You can 
now ask him your questions to enable 
us do justice to our assignment as it 
effects this House. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): The 
former Secretary to Enugu State 
Government, whom every one of us 
knows very well, is a complete 
gentleman. He was a former Permanent 
Secretary and he has served Enugu 
State in variat.lS capacities. If not for 
formalizing certain obligations, he 

would have not been invited for 
screening in this honourable House. In 
fact, I move the Motion that he bows 
and leaves the Chamber. Thank you. 

Mr J. U. Onoh (Enugu North): Mr 
Chairman, I only want to 'point out a 
single question. Why does he not have 
his Curriculum Vitae (C.V.)? he did not 
come with it due to the short notice. 
Will he be asked to bring it to the House 
on the next legislative day? 

.I 
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Mr Chairman: That is a very good 
observation. The former Permanent 
Secretary, the former Secretary to 
Enugu State Government and now 
Commissioner-Designate, will be · 
required to make available, all the 
documents and credentials to this 
honourable House before the day runs 
out, to enable us progress your 
confirmation which will be forwarded to 
His Excellency, the Governor of Enugu 
State. I know probably this letter for 
your nomination came to you today or 
probably you were not aware · of the 
nomination. So, we just allow you 
twenty-four hours to make the 
documents available to us. 

Leader (Mr Ebenyi): Mr Chairman, I 
rise to second the Motion moved by the 
hon. Member for Enugu East II (Mr C 
Ugwu), and in doing sci, I wish to 
remind the Chairman that the former 
Secretary to the Enugu State 
Government had called me and 
informed me that he has just received 
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the information that he is going to be 
interviewed this morning and that he 
has not gotten his Curriculum Vitae 
ready. Then, I asked him to come, that 
he will bring his C. V. later. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Commissioner-Designate, Mr Obvo 
took a bow and left the Chamber. 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair) 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, we have done justice to 
item five in today's Order paper. 
However, I wish to call on one or two 
Members to make some comments 
before we come to the end. 

Mr Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to make a few 
comments as it affects the nominees we 
have interviewed to serve as 
Commissioners in Enugu State. 

My han Colleagues, you will all 
agree with me that all the nominees are 
men and a women who were tested in 
the government of this State. They 
have served in various capacities in the 
last three or four years. Their 
performances as far as I am concerned 
from the available records, have shown 
that they have done very well to the 
extent that the majority of them are 
former commissioners. Those who are 
not former Commissioners are either 
former Speaker such as former Han. 
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Speaker, Mr F. S. A. Uzor or Mr Orji C. 
A. Orji who was the Board Chairman of 
Awgu Local Government Council. 
Apart from these two people, the rest 
have been effective in the Executive 
arm of government. And based on their 
past records the Governor felt it is 
proper to re-appoint them and ask for 
our confirmation. 
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I believe that if at the end of the day 
we confirm them and they are appointed 
fomally as Commissioners, the 
experiences they have gotten in the last 
four years will come to bear fruit in the 
discharge of their duties. They have 
been tested and trusted. During the last 
four years we were talking about 
learning, but when you look at their 
records, you will discover that they are 
no longer learning. They have all 
graduated. I believe that if they are 
given the opportunity, they will ensure 
that the stability of Enugu State will be 
unhindered. 

On this note, I ask this honourable 
House to confirm their appointments so 
that the act of governance in Enugu 
State will be completed, because they 
are dedicated and I hope the Executive 
Council of Enugu State will function 
appropriately. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr E. Odo (Igbo-Etiti East) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to align with 
the former speaker. Considering the list 
of Commissioners-designate who 
appeared here this morning, I have no 
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doubt in my mind that one of the 
reasons why some of them were asked 
to take a bow and leave was because of 
their numerous credibility in their 
various fields and in the public office 
they held so far in the State. 

These are men who stood up to the 
challenges even at very difficult times. 
These are men who have excelled and 
when I say men in this case Mr Speaker, 
I am equally referring to the lady 
involved. These are men who have so 
much distinguished themselves while 
they acted as Commissioners, and as 
Local Government Chairmen, some 
even after acting as Commissioners or 
Local Government Chairmen, are still 
nominated, which means that there must 
be something spectacular in their 
behavioural attitude that warrants His 
Excellency to call them to the rescue of 
this very state. I therefore in the light of 
these, urge the House to confirm them, 
considering the facts that the House was 
friendly with the questions that were put 
to them. 

Therefore, having confirmed them as 
gentlemen; men with distinguished 
characters, men who have excelled in 
their public duties and who have no 
dangerous remarks so far, I am 
commending the hon. Speaker and 
urging this honourable House to 
confirm them as well. Thank you. 
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Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I beg that the Question be 
put. 

Question, That the Question be put, 
put and agreed to: 

Resolved: That this honourable 
House today lih June, 2003 confirm the 
appointment of the following as 
Commissioners in Enugu State 
Government: 
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1. Engr F. C. N. Ugwu 
2. Barr Sullivan I. Chime 
3. Mrs Evelyn Ahanonu 
4. Dr Festus S. A. Uzo 
5. Mr Orji C. A. Orji 
6. Dr Simon Idike 
7. Dr Dan Shere 
8. Dr Patrick Asadu 
9. Mr Afam Nnaji 
10. Chief Ayogu Eze 
11. Barr Lucky Chukwu 
12. Chief Clement Okwor. 

REPORT FROM AD-HOC 
COMMITTEE ON CREATION OF 
NEW LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
AREAS IN ENUGU STATE OF 
NIGERIA 

Mr C. 0. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, you will recall that at our 
last sitting, this honourable House set up 
a strong 13-man Committee to work as 
an Ad-hoc Committee Members for the 
creation of more Local Government 
Areas in Enugu State. 
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This Ad-hoc Committee has to work 
in liaison with the Enugu State 
Independent Electoral Commission 
(ENSIEC) to conduct a referendum in 
the areas demanding new Local 
Government Areas in accordance with 
Section 8, Sub-Section 3(a), (b), (c) and 
(d) of the 1999 Constitution of the 
Federal Republic ofNigeria. 

Mr Speaker, the essence of a 
referendum is to determine whether the 
demands are really backed up by at least 
two-thirds majority of registered voters 
in the area as demanded by law. The 
Enugu State Independent Electoral 
Commission has done their job and 
forwarded it to the Ad-hoc Committee. 
The Panel forwarded a document 
containing 3 9 proposed new Local 
Government Areas as declared by the 
returning officers sent to do the job. 
This was submitted to the Committee 
and the Ad-hoc Committee has gone 
through them and decided to send the 
report to the House for consideration. I 
believe that by the time the House goes 
into the Report proper they will have 
the opportunity of making one or two 
amendments. 

I wish to note here, as Chairman, that 
the Ad-hoc Committee has sanctioned 
the referendum as submitted by the 
State Independent Electoral 
Commission, and it is hereby submitted 
to the entire House. Thank you. 
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Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
move that the Report just read to this 
House by the Chairman of the Ad-hoc 
Committee on Local Government 
creation be accepted for immediate 
consideration. Thank you. 
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Mr P. Anikwe (Ezeagu): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second that 
Motion moved by the Leader of this 
honourable House for the adoption of 
the Ad-hoc Committee's Report on new 
Local Government creation. 

Question put and agreed to : 

Report of the Ad-hoc Committee on 
New Local Government Area Creation 
accordingly accepted for immediate 
consideration. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, since the Report has been 
accepted for immediate consideration, 
we will now move into item seven 
because it will move hand-in-hand with 
item six. 

PRESENTATION OF BILL 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREAS 
CREATION AND TRANSITIONAL 
PROVISION BILL NO.1, 2003 

A Bill for a law to create additional 
Local Government Areas in Enugu State 
presented by Mr K. S. Ebenyi (Leader) 
and read the first time. 
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Mr Speaker: The Bill on 
Transitional Creation of Local 
Government Areas in Enugu State, Bill 
No. 1 has been read for the First time. 

Leader: Thank you Mr Speaker. 
Now that the Bill has been read the First 

. time, may I quickly move again that the 
Bill on Local Government Areas 
Creation and Transitional Provision No. 
1 2003 be now read the Second time. 
Thank you. 

Mr P. Anikwe (Ezeagu): Mr 
Speaker, hon. Members. I stand to 
second the Motion as moved by the 
Leader that the Bill be read a Second 
time. 

Order for Second reading, re(ld. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, the Floor is now open for 
debate. This is the second stage of the 
Bill. Thank you. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I have 
risen from my seat to speak in favour 
and total support of this important Bill 
the Local Government Areas Creation 
and Transitional Provisions Bill No. 1, 
2003. This Bill seeks to create 
additional thirty-nine Local 
Government Areas in the State to 
ensure a stable and balanced State, and 
to further enhance the structure of 
political and social mobilization and 
provisions of. major development 
centres in the State. 
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Mr Speaker, you must have noticed 
of recent that for a long time now the 
demand by the people of Enugu State 
for the creation of more Local 
Government Areas in the State has been 
a burning issue. This is because the 
creation of more Local Government 
Areas will enhance aggressive grassroot 
development in the new Local 
Government Areas to be created. 

Mr Speaker, you are equally aware 
that this House has been flooded with 
requests for creation of more Local 
Government Areas from the people of 
Enugu State. This is because the 
Seventeen Local Government Areas we 
have at present are not adequate to meet 
the yearnings of the public in terms of 
development at the grassroots. 

Again, Mr Speaker, the result of the 
recently conducted referendum on Local 
Government Creation conducted by the 
Enugu State Independent Electoral 
Commission (ENSIEC) and the report 
of the Ad hoc Committee on Local 
Government creation set up by the hon. 
Speaker, shows that the people of Enugu 
State are overwhelmly enthusiastic and 
in total support of the creation of more 
Local Government Areas in Enugu 
State. The result shows that all the 
thirty-nine proposed Local Government 
Areas met the Constitutional 
requirements which stipulates that two
thirds of the voting population must' 
show acceptance of the creation of the 
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new Local Government Area in line 
with Section 8(3)(b) of the Constitution 
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 
1999. 

As a result, it has become pertinent 
that this honourable House should 
consider these requests and reports as a 
matter of urgency. In view of the fore
going, Mr Speaker, my distinguished 
and respected hon. Colleagues, I urge 
you all to support and give an 
accelerated hearing to this all important 
Bill so that Enugu State will be 
transformed through rural development. 

Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr C. 0. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to contribute to 
this debate. My honourable Colleagues, 
the need for more Local Government 
Areas in Enugu can never be over
emphasized. Personally, I do not 
believe in asking questions whether we 
need more Local Government Areas or 
not. It is necessary because in other 
parts of the country, in the South East of 
the Country, which Enugu State is part 
of, we have been highly marginalized in 
the number of Local Government Areas 
we have. 

However, Mr Speaker, what is in 
contention really is the modality, the 
procedure and the process for creating 
more Local Government Areas . I 
believe that once we take care of all 
these variables, o~r people will smile 
and be happy that we have done our job 
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very well. I believe that in creating 
more Local Government Areas there are 
factors we should look out for: the 
homogeneity of the people, the 
homogeneity of the area, the ability of 
the area to generate revenue so that if 
money does not come from the Federal 
Government they will be able to stand 
on their own. You must look for natural 
resources that will sustain the area if 
the Local Government is created. 

In creating this Local Government 
Area, we must lay more emphasis on 
making sure that section 8 of the 
Constitution of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria is strictly adhered to above any 
other consideration. We must make 
sure that legality of the process precedes 
over principles of separation. We must 
ensure that the right people are given 
more Local Government Areas so that 
bitterness and rancour will be 
minimized. These if done, will make us 
happy and our people will be happy that 
we have done our job which we are sent 
here to do. Thank you very much. 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Mr 
Speaker, I have enough reason to 
support the creation of additional local 
governments. Democratic government 
as we all know is meant for the people, 
that is why in Enugu State, for the past 
four · years, the government has been 
singing of democracy dividends. 

The creation of additional local 
governments will actually ensure that 
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dividends of democracy get to the 
people they are meant for, and that is, 
the people in the rural areas. Our 
people, the people of Enugu State, are 
earnestly yearning for the creation of 
these local governments. You just need 
to move around the town and feel the 
desire in their reactions. Let us, do it, 
Mr Speaker, since it is the yearnings of 
our people, and given the fact that 
thirteen new local governments are 
apportioned to every senatorial zone. 

Going by equity, and given the fact 
that so many other states in the 
Federation have already listened to the 
wishes of their people and created local 
governments, I wish to appeal and plead 
with my fellow Members that we 
should create additional local 
governments without further delay. 
Thank you. 

Mr J. Anichukwu (Nkanu East) : Mr 
Chairman, hon. Colleagues, I stand to 
support the creation of new local 
governments in Enugu State. IJ?. the 
first place, His Excellency the 
Executive Governor of Enugu State has 
given even an equal creation of new 
local governments to all senatorial 
zones. And you will agree with me that 
this honourable House had earlier made 
very impressive moves in order to 
satisfy the electorate, that is, the good 
people of Enugu State. We would have 
gone further to assure the electorate that 
we the honourable Members have been 
given the opportunity to represent them 
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effectively, we actually have to be 
frank; to ourselves. When we say that 
what the masses of Enugu State need are 
more local governments, and since the 
same situation in the country is that 
everybody cannot be accommodated in 
the States, I tell you that the best way to 
adtdmmodate almost ninety per cent of 
the communities will be by creation of 
new local government areas. 
Psychologically, the people who have 
given us the mandate will heave a sign 
of relief that they are now remembered, 
because in the first place, everybody 
who is qualified to get a job will get a 
job, they will be satisfied and happy 
with us. 
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Secondly, the economic development 
cannot be over emphasized, because I 
have to tell you that my own local 
government will get three more local 
governments, and I will make personal 
efforts to make sure that these new local 
governments are developed · 
economically, and otherwise. Mr 
Speaker, when we have done this, the 
electorate will be satisfied that we have 
done what they sent us here to do. 

Thank you. 

Mr E. Odo (Igbo Etiti East): Mr 
Speaker, it is a known fact that the 
citizens of Enugu State are happily 
desirous to get local governments of 
their own, and I am sure that the move 
taken by the House to create more local 
governments is a very welcome one, 
more especially what happened at the 
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Referendum which some of us covered 
at the various zones in the State. 

Mr Speaker, I think that the issue, 
just like the hon. Member representing 
Awgu North (Mr Enebe) pointed out, is 
not the issue of creation; we all 
welcome that, our people acknowledge 
that. They are very happy about it. The 
issue is all about the modalities, and we 
are craving the indulgence of this 
honourable House that while passing 
the Bill; while making the law, it should 
be necessary that people with similar 
ancestral background should be fused 
together in the new local governments, 
because a situation where more new 
local governments are given to minor 
communities or to a very few people to 
the detriment of larger communities, I 
think will not go down well with the 
Members of the House. 

Also the House should be very 
conscious of how the strategic issues of 
the local governments are handled. 
Strategic issues like the head-quarters. I 
know that the hon. Members of Enugu 
State House of Assembly are 
Gentlemen of high repute, and they will 
not make laws which at the end of the 
day will be jettisoned by the court. 

I therefore urge Members to make 
laws that will not be capable of 
legislating people out of their ancestral 
homes. I also implore every Member of 
the House to study the issue carefully 
and make sure that the necessary 
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amendments are made, because since 
we are here, we are not here on our own 
capacity. We will also give account of 
our stewardship. Therefore, at the end 
of the day, whatever happens, two-thirds 
of the Members must give their votes on 
what we have done. I also wish to 
remind Members that the earlier we 
make laws that people will be happy 
about, the more credibility we get from 
our respective homes. 

Thank you, Mr Speaker. Sorry for 
wasting your time. 

Mr Speaker: No. You are not 
wasting my time. 

Mr E. Odo: All right. I finally 
implore the Ad Hoc Committee on the 
Creation of New Local Governments, 
since the Bill has been forwarded to us, 
the House should . .. (Interruptions) 

· Mr Speaker: Order. The Member 
representing Igbo Etiti East, (Mr Odo) is 
derailing. There, is a Report from the 
Ad-hoc Committee on local government 
creation and you are talking about the 
Bill. Do you want us to go to the Bill? 
Go straight to your point. 

Mr Odo: Mr Speaker, the Bill is 
being discussed jointly with the Report, 
and I am offering my suggestions to the 
House in the course of the Second 
reading. 

Mr Speaker: You do not suggest 
something that can never be actualized. 
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Mr Odo: O.K. I withdraw that, but I 
think that the Members can actaulise 
what they are saying. 

Mr P. Anikwe (Ezeagu): Mr 
Speaker, I think there is no need now 
for us to over-labour the issue. There is 
no single person here that is against 
local government creation in Enugu 
State, for several reasons adduced by 
the previous speakers. How will one 
appreciate the fact that Enugu State still 
remains with seventeen local 
governments while, for instance Ebonyi 
State, that came into being with eight 
local governments, now has fifty four 
local governments. 

How do we come to appreciate the 
fact that almighty Kano State that had 
forty-four local governments now has 
seventy-two local government areas, 
and if you watch out, the bases for such 
creation in those areas are land mass. 

In some areas we have, what is 
called land mass without human beings, 
local government areas were located 
there. In Enugu State we are not 
ashamed that we have only seventeen 
local government areas and we are here 
debating whether to create local 
governments or not. So, Mr Speaker, I 
move that the Question be put. 

Mr J. U. Onoh (Enugu North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, after due review of the 
situation of the local governments, I am 
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not against creation of local government 
areas in Enugu State. After listening to 
the personalities here, I can only say to 
the people of my constituency, which I 
represent in this House, that this 
exercise is not intended to usurp their 
boundaries or lands or to put their 
communities to any disadvantage, but 
only for grassroot development. We 
shall not take unjustly what belongs to 
you, and we will try our best to protect 
lives and property. With that, Mr 
Speaker, I rest my case. 

Mr Speaker: There is a Motion 
moved by the hon. Member for Ezeagu 
(Mr Anikwe) that the Question be put. 

Mr E. Mad&abu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to suppori the 
Motion that the Question be now put. 

Deputy Speaker: On a Point of 
Order. Somebody had earlier moved 
that Motion and Mr Speaker is rather 
going back. 

Mr Speaker: Point of Order up-held . 
Somebody has moved that the question 
be put. If you are supporting it you say 
that instead of raising hands. 

Mr Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker Sir, I tried to raise point of 
order on that Motion. The rule is that if 
there is demand that the question be.put, 
Mr Speaker should use his discretion. 
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Question that the Question be put, Question put and agreed to: 
put and agreed to: 

Main question put and agreed to: CREATION OF MORE LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT AREAS IN ENUGU 

Bill accordingly read the Second STATE 
time. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Members 
the Enugu State Local Government 
Areas Creation and Transitional 
Provision Bill No. 1, 2003 has sailed 
through the second stage. I wish to 
express my happiness for the 
contributions made by every one of you. 
I equally wish to thank Members of the 
Ad Hoc Committee for a job well done. 
I thank you very much, and may God 
bless you. 

Leader (Mr Ebenyi): Mr Speaker 
Sir, now that the Bill on creation of 
additional local government areas in 
Enugu State has passed the second 
stage, may I now move that the House 
resolves itself into the Committee of the 
Whole House for the consideration of 
the report of the ad hoc committee 
along side the original Bill. 

Mr J. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): Mr 
Speaker Sir, I rise to second the Motion 
by the Leader that this honourable 
House retires into the Committee of the 
Whole House for the consideration of 
the Ad Hoc Committee report on the 
creation of more local government 
areas. 
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A Bill for a Law to Create More 
Local Government Areas in Enugu 
State. 

(CONSIDERED 
COMMITTEE OF 
HOUSE) 

IN 
THE 

THE 
WHOLE 

The Chairman: - Clauses 1 - 18, any 
amendment? (No response) 

Clauses 1 - 18 - Ordered to stand part 
ofthe Bill 

The Chairman: - Clauses 19 - 55 any 
amendment? (No response) 

The Chairman: - Clauses 19 - 55 -
Ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Long Title: agreed to. 
Enactment: agreed to. 
Interpretation: agreed to. 

(Mr Speaker Resumed the Chair) 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
move that the Bill be nowread the Third 
time. Thank you, Sir. 

Mr P. Anikwe (Ezeagu): Mr Speaker 
Sir, I rise to second the Motion moved 

if ,. 
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by the Leader that the Bill on Creation 
of New Local Government Areas in 
Enugu State be read the Third time. 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Question put and agreed to. 

' 
Bill accordingly read the . Third time 

and passed. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Members, 
I wish to formally inform the entire 
public that the Bill on Creation of 39 
New Local Government Areas in Enugu 
State has been passed into Law. 

I wish to thank everyone of you for 
your contributions towards the passage 
of this Bill. I equally wish to thank the 
Panel for a job well done. I wish to 
thank, especially, the Adhoc committee 
for turning out their Report as much as 
possible as requested. I will not fail to 
thank the Clerk and the staff of the 
Assembly for their cooperation during 
this period, which, of course, without 
them, we could not have gone far. I 
thank you very much. I equally wish to 
express my happiness for their 
understanding and working relationship 
with this honourable House. 

I equally wish to thank the people of 
Enugu State for their patience. I 
remember that some states created their 
local governments much more earlier 
than now. I thank our people for the 
understanding, patience and calm until 
now. I thank you very much for 
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exerc1smg patience, because there is a 
saying that the patient dog eats the 
fattest bone. I wish to state that the 
actions of this House in conjunction 
with the Executive and the Panel on 
creation of new local governments 
would not hurt anybody's feelings. It 
was done to move the state forward. It 
was done with a view to move 
development to the rural areas, it was 
done in good faith. We did not consult 
anybody before creating these new local 
governments. I remember vividly that 
all the constitutional provisions were 
adequately followed in creating these 
new local governments. I wish to 
appeal to all of you to be law abiding, 
all of us should respect the authorities 
and all should as much as possible try to 
make some sacrifices. I do believe that 
democracy is give and take I equally 
believe that in democracy you must 
make some sacrifices. I just appeal that 
if the local government headquarters is 
not sited in the place you want, in the 
interest of peace and harmony, just bear 
with us. I believe that the law 
enforcement agents will not take it 
kindly with anybody or groups of 
persons, either for one reason or the 
other who want to make trouble. I thank 
you for your cooperation and 
understanding, I say to God be the 
Glory. Thank you and God bless you. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

Mr Speaker: The Chairman of the 
House Committee on Petroleum and 
Environmental Management will meet 
immediately after the sitting in the 
Conference Hall. I equally wish to 
appeal to that Committee to act because 
I discovered that if you move around 
Enugu State you will still see some long 
queues and you still find people selling 
in jerrycans. The Committee has to 
work day and night to ensure that this 
fuel problem comes to an end. 

I want all the hon. Members to retire 
to the Conference Room just for two 
seconds briefing. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr Ebenyi) Mr Speaker, 
Sir, having done justice to the business 
of the day, I hereby move that the 
House do adjourn till Tuesday 1 ih June 
2003 at 10 a.m. 

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo-Uwani): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to second the 
Motion for adjournment. I want you to 
give me two minutes, that is to enable 
me give thanks to Almighty God, and to 
the great Lion, the Executive Governor 
of Enugu State, Dr Chimaroke 
Nnamani, and to the respected Members 
of this Parliament. Also to be 
remembered is the Panel on local 
government creation, the Adhoc 
Committee which went round yesterday 
for this assignment. I on behalf of the 
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people of Uzo-Uwani local government 
wish to thank everybody, and with the 
Bill we have just passed, I am one of the 
greatest beneficiaries having four local 
governments in Uzo-Uwani. I thank my 
Colleagues, hon. Members, for the 
support they gave to this Panel on 
Creation of Local Governments. I thank 
you all once more. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this House do now 
adjourn till Tuesday 1 ih June 2003 at 
10 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 3.25 p.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Tuesday, 1 th June, 2003 

(The House met at 10 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Members, 
our Votes and Proceedings of Thursday, 
lih June, 2003 are before us . . · In keeping 
with the rules of this honourable House, I 
have gone through them, found them to 
be exactly what transpired on the said 
day. However, I need your comments to 
enable us give them legal backing. Thank 
you. 

Deputy Leader (Mr P. Anikwe): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have actually gone through 
the Votes and Proceedings of our last 
sitting, and found . them correct. I 
therefore, move for the adoption of the 
Votes and Proceedings as a correct 
recording of what transpired that day. 
Thank you. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equally gone through 
the Votes and Proceedings and to the best 

f.. f.. 

132 

of my knowledge, I found them to 
be correct, hence I second the 
Motion for their adoption. Thank 
you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of 
Thursday, 12'h June, 2003, 
accordingly, adopted. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

PRESENTATION OF BILL 

A Bill for a Law for the 
Establishment of the African 
University for Critical, Creative and 
Caring Community of Inquiry, 
presented by Hon. D. Atigwe, 
Deputy Speaker, read and First time 
and referred to the Committee on 
Education and Judiciary. 

Mr Speaker: In keeping with the 
relevant Standing Orders of this 
honourable House which states that 
after a Bill has been read for the 
First time, and referred to a Standing 
Committee of the House, the 
Committee is given one week to 
report out. They should report out 
as soon as possible for the Public 
Hearing to take place. Thank you. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
you will recall that one of us, the hon. 
Member for Nkanu West (Mr Chukwu) 
was nominated to serve in the Cabinet of 
His Excellency, the Governor of Enugu 
State, that is, in the Executive Council of 
Enugu State Government. You will recall 
too that this honourable House has 
screened him and found him worthy of 
occupying the position which His 
Excellency asked him to occupy. 

Subsequently, he was sworn in 
yesterday, Monday, 161

h June, 2003 as a 
. Commissioner in the Enugu State 
Government. In accordance with the 
1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria, Section 1 09(1 ). I read: 

I 09(1) - A member of a House of 
Assembly shall vacate his seat in the 
House if-

(I 09(1) (d) - he becomes President, 
Vice -President, Governor, Deputy 
Governor or a Minister of the 
Government of the Federation or a 
Commissioner of the Government of a 
State or a Special Adviser; 

·(I 09(2) - The Speaker of the House of 
Assembly shall give effect to 
Subsection (I) of this Section so 
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however, that the Speaker or a 
member shall first present 
evidence satisfactory to the 
House that any of the provisions 
of that Subsection has become 
applicable in respect of the 
member. 

We all are aware that the letter 
was raised by His Excellency, the 
Governor of Enugu State requesting 
for the approval of Hon (Barrister) 
Lucky D. Chukwu as a Member of 
the Executive Council (EXCO) of 
Enugu State. And following that, 
the House approved his appointment 
as a Commissioner in Enugu State 
Government. Based on these 
evidences before this honourable 
House, the Seat of the Hon Member 
for Nkanu West (Mr Chukwu) has 
been declared vacant. 

On this . note. I request that the 
Clerk of the House should 
communicate the Independent 
Electoral Commission (INEC) to fill 
the vacant position. Thank you. 

Meeting of the House 
Committee on Petroleum 

The House 
Petroleum and 
Management will 

Committee on 
Environmental 
meet in the 
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Conference Room on the rising of the 
House. Please, let me re-emphasize that 
the purpose of having Committees is to 
enhance the productivity of this 
honourable House. We do not want a 
situation where after creating 
Committees, everybody in the 
Committees will remain silent or quiet. I 
warit a situation where if you are a 
Chairman of a Committee, you will try as 
much as possible to work and achieve 
successes in that Committee. 

If you go out now you will notice that 
from Ogui Junction to the Institute of 
Management and Technology (IMT), 
there is a long queue of vehicles, that is, 
people who want to buy fuel, I therefore 
wish to remind the House Committee on 
Petroleum and Environmental 
Management to stand to that challenge; to 
do everything humanly possible and by 
Thursday, 29th June, 2003, they should be 
able to report back to this honourable 
House to tell us what is really causing this 
problem. I am no longer comfortable. 
Other committees we have constituted 
should not wait for me before they take 
off. It is very important to emphasize and 
inform all the Committees that there is no 
other thing they need from me before they 
go into serious action. All the 
Committees should take note. Thank you. 

hQ 
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Return of Code of Conduct 
Forms 

If you know that you have not 
filled your Code of Conduct Form 
please do that quickly so that the 
Form, can be taken back to the Code 
of Conduct Bureau. I remember that 
some time last year some people 
were taken to court; I do not want 
anybody to be taken to court this 
time around. So, if you have not 
declared your assets, please do that 
immediately. For the new hon. 
Members, you can find out from the 
old ones how to declare your assets . 
I believe everybody has something 
to declare, just do justice to the 
Form and return them appropriately. 
Thank you. 

I wish to formally recognize the 
presence of hon. Okoroagu, a one
time hon. Member of this 
honourable House and one time 
Chief Whip of this great Parliament. 

. Honourable, you are welcome. 

Mr Okoloagu: Thank you, Mr 
Speaker, let me say that the correct 
thing is hon. Okoloagu. I wish to 
take this opportunity to congratulate 
each one of you on your success 
during the elections. I wish you the 
best of luck. Thank you. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I move that this honourable House do 
now adjourn till Thursday the 191

h day of 
June, 2003 at 10 am. Thank you. 

Deputy Leader (Mr AnihA,e): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have to observe that it is 
normal in a place of (Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: Order! The hon. Deputy 
Leader (Mr Anikwe) is reminded that 
there is a Motion on the Floor. What he 
has to do, if he wishes, is to second the 
Motion and go on to say what he wants to 
say along the line. 

Deputy Leader: O.K. Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I stand to second the Motion for 
adjournment, and in doing so, I wish to 
commend His Excellency, the Executive 
Governor of Enugu State for assenting to 
the first Bill passed by this House with 
minimum delay. It is commendable that 
the first Bill emanating from this House 
this session has been assented to without 
delay by His Excellency. That goes to 
show the absolute · existence of 
Government in Enugu State. It is 
something we should be proud of. His 
Excellency's action has helped to further 
boost the image of the House and that of 

the Government We are seeing it as 
something good and we are part of it. 
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Equally, we can also observe that 
the actual activities of the 
Government came into full force 
yesterday with the inauguration of 
the Executive Council as approved 
by this House. The message or the 
implication is that with this 
movement, with this unity, with this 
cordiality and conviviality, the sky 
will definitely be our limit in this 
Legislature. Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. 

Question put and agreed to: 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourn till Thursday, the 191

h day of 
June, 2003 at 10 am. 

Adjourned accordingly at 12.43 
pm. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursday, 191
h June, 2003 

(The House met at 10 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Distinguished 
Colleagues, our Votes and Proceedings 
of Tuesday 17th June, 2003 are before 
the House. I have gone through them 
and found them to be correct. " 

However, you may make your 
comments in other to give them legal 
backing. Thank you. 

Mr F. Onah: (Nsukka West) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have gone through the 
Votes and Proceedings of our last 
sitting and I found them to be correct: 
So I am here to move a Motion for the 
adoption of the Votes and Proceedings. 

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo Uwani) : Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to second the 
Motion for the adoption of the Votes 
and Proceedings. 

Question put and agreed to. 
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Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday, 
1 ih June 2003 accordingly adopted. 

THE AFRICAN UNIVERSITY 
FOR CRITICAL, CREATIVE AND 
CARING COMMUNITY OF 
INQUIRY BILL NO. 2, 2003. 

Leader (Mr Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, I 
move that item No. 3, on the Order 
Paper, that is, The African University 
for Critical, Creative and Caring 
Community of Inquiry Bill No 2, 2003 
be stepped down to a later date to be 
determined by the Rules and Business 
Committee of this House. Thank you . 

Deputy Leader (Mr P. Anikwe) : Mr 
Speaker, I rise from my seat to second 
the Motion as moved by the Leader (Mr 
Ebenyi) that the Bill be deferred to a 
later date to be determined by the Rules 
and Business Committee ofthe House. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly deferred to a date to 
be determined by the Rules and 
Business Committee of the House. 
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MATTER OF URGENT PUBLIC 
IMPORTANCE 

Global system for Mobile 

Communication (GSM) in Nigeria 

Mr C. 0. Enebe (Awgu): Mr 
Speaker Sir, I have a Motion on a · 
matter of urgent public importance. · Mr 
Speaker, Sir, may I seek the leave of 
this House to suspend order No. 25 of 
our adopted Rules to enable me move 
this Motion. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
second the Motion. 

Question put and agreed to: 

Mr Enebe: Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
My Motion is on Global System for 
Mobile Communication (GSM) 
operation in Nigeria. 

The mobile telephone system has 
brought a communication revolution in 
Nigeria. Thanks to the Obasanjo's 
administration which saw a quick 
completion of the project, which had 
dragged for years before he assumed 
office in 1999. Stepping out for 
engagement before the introduction of 
GSM in Nigeria was usually a mixture 
of joy and pain. If the engagement or 
appointment is carried smoothly and 
both parties actually get started as 
programmed, the pain will not count. 
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But when a party had waited in vain and 
called it a date only for his partner to 
arrive minutes after departure, can add 
pangs to the pain of unfulfilled dreams. 
The traffic hiccups stress of driving 
from point 'A' to point 'B' without a 
guaranteed contact could be 
demoralizing. 

The advantages of GSM in Nigeria 
cannot be over emphasized. However, 
the issue here is the cost benefit analysis 
of it's operation; the billing/tariff 
structure of the GSM operators. 

Their efficiency/effectiveness, and 
the interconnectivity between and 
among them. You all will agree with 
me that a careful investigation of the 
above factors will reveal a nightmare to 
the GSM users in Nigeria. Where does 
one start? 
Is it the epileptic network problem? 
Is it the problem of interconnectivity? 
Is · it the indiscriminate/arbitrary 
tariff/billing system 
which enables the GSM providers to 
charge · the same amount of money 
irrespective of whether you spend one 
second or one minute? and which also 
forces GSM user to spend a minimum of 
three thousand Naira per month your 
income notwithstanding. 

. Of course it is public knowledge that 
this induces youths to engage in armed 
robbery, prostitution and other 
associated vices . Since they are 
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unemployed, they must find a way of 
making sure that their lines are not 
blocked. The question is whether this is 
what is obtainable in other countries 
where GSM is in operation? The answer 
is NO. then who will bail the cat? 

The constitution of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria 1999 listed the 
issue of telecommunication under the 
exclusive legislative list i.e. for the 
National Assembly. 

1. This Motion therefore seeks to 
awaken the consciousness of 
the National Assembly to this 
(their) exclusive responsibility 
in order to save our hard 
earned money from people 
who reap where they did not 
sow. 

2. Challenge the efficiency/ 
effectiveness of the NCC 

3. To let the GSM operators 
(NITEL, MTN, ECONET) 
know that their services fall 
short of the expectations of 
Nigerians. 

PRAYER 
1. That this Honourable House 

condemns the high cost of GSM 
operation in Nigeria. 
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2. The House condemns the 
incessant network problem that 
makes it impossible for users to 
either make or receive calls 
uninterrupted . 

3. The House condemns the 
inability of the GSM operators to 
provide devices that will enable 
customers retrieve information 
contained in stolen Sim 
cards/hand sets. 

4. The House urges the National 
Assembly to rise up to the 
challenge by putting up a 
legislation that will ensure that 
the quality of GSM services in 
Nigeria is the same with what is 
obtainable in other countries. 

5. The House equally urges Nigeria 
communication Commission 
(NCC) to equally ensure that the 
cost of GSM services in Nigeria 
is devoid of fraud and sharp 
practices. 

6. The NCC should equally ensure 
that the GSM network covers the 
length and breadth of this 
country and that the operators 
(NITEL, MTN, ECONET) sell 
the number of lines they can 
effectively manage. 



Enugu State House of Assembly Debates 
19 June, i003 

145 

7. The NCC, should ensure that 
there is no collusion between the 
GSM operators especially on the . 
issue of tariff/billing system, to . 
enhance effective competition 
between and among them. 

. 8. Finally, the House urges NITEL, 
MTN and ECONET to provide 
quality GSM services to 
Nigerians at an affordable price 
in line with the present 
economic realities of our time. 

May it be moved. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Members, 
you have heard the Motion moved by 
the hon Member for Awgu North (Mr 
Enebe) . lfyou have any contributions to 
make, this is now an opportunity for 
you to do so. 

Leader: Mr Speaker Sir, my hon 
Colleagues, I have risen to support the 
Motion moved by the hon. Member for 
Awgu North (Mr Enebe). The Motion is 
on the Global System for Mobile 
Communication in use in Nigeria. 
When the administration of President 
Olusegun Obasanjo came into power 
the rampant use of GSM Services was 
introduced in the country. Everybody 
in the country welcomed the 
development. 
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Unfortunately, today the operations 
of GSM in Nigeria has fallen short of 
our expectations. The Motion is 

. condemning the services rendered by 
GSM authorities. The efficiency of the 
system in the country is condemnable. 

· You are aware of the fact that we still 
need to find the best way of sending 
messages across to our friends and 
relations since our population is 
growing. We are urging Mr Speaker to 
help see that GSM services in Nigeria is 
enhanced. The GSM Operators should 
erideavour to improve their efficiency 
here. · This will help the users of the 

· .GSM to make international calls. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I urge my hon 
Colleagues to give their support to this 

. Motion. I quite believe that if efficiency 
is enhanced, it will facilitate the flow of 
communication from one country to 
another. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr G. 0. Chukwuegbo (Enugu 
South II): Mr Speaker, Sir, I stand to 
support the Motion on Mobile Phoning 
System and Mobile Communications 
with regard to what the Leader of the 
House has contributed on GSM 
Operations in our country. It is based on 
these facts before the House, that I stand 

. to· support this very Motion. Thank you, 
Sir. 
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· Mr Speaker: Does the Hon Member 
for Enugu South II Urban (Mr 
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Chukwuegbo) know why I have called 
upon him to speak? 

Mr Chukwuegbo Yes, Mr Speaker 
Sir, you wanted me to make an input to 
the topic on the Floor. (Laughter). 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, my hon. Colleagues, this 
is a good Motion. I stand to support it. 
However, in supporting the Motion, I 
would like to refer to specifications, 
especially, Prayers 5 and 7 both of 
which are closely related. But Prayers 5 
should ensure that charges for a Minute 
Call should be credited accordingly, not 
when some seconds call are made, they 
will charge for a minute. On the aspect 
of protection to people, effecting repairs 
on the system cannot be over 
emphasized. This is to urge the 
authorities to ensure specifically that 
their charges are commensurate to 
services rendered. Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. 

Mr Speaker: It seems that the hon. 
Member for Oji River (Mr Obidinma) 
wants to make some suggestions. 
However, if he wants to make some 
amendments to the Motion on the Floor, 
he should move it formally. Thank you. 

Mr Obidinma: Thank you Mr 
Speaker, I propose for an amendment 
especially under prayer 5 and 'the 
amendments are as follows ... 
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Mr Enebe: Point of Order, Order 
No. 26 (13). 

Mr Speaker: Please turn to Order 
No. 26 (13) 

Mr Enebe: A Member who has : 
spoken to a question may again be heard 
to offer explanation of some material 
part of his speech which has been 
misunderstood; but he must not 
introduce new matter. What I am saying 
is that he is talking about 5 and 6 at ti].e 
same time. 
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Mr Speaker: While I am aware of 
the Order, he has the right to articulate 
the amendment. If I did not allow the 
hon. Member for Awgu North (Mr 
Enebe) to raise the Point of Order, I 
would have put the Question for the 
House to decide. I strongly believe that 
if the hon. Member for Oji River (Mr 
Obidinma) has a kind of loophole in the 
prayers, and he puts up an amendment 
and it is accepted by the House, fine. · I 
equally know what the hon. Member for . 
Awgu North (Mr Enebe) is talking 
about, that is, the right to reply. It is still 
there. 

Mr Enebe: While the hon. Member 
for Oji River was addressing the House 

he mentioned item 6. 
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Mr Speaker: He made mention of 6 
and later proposed amendment on 5. 
Let me have his proposed amendments. 

Mr Obidinma: What I am 
proposing is that we have to be specific, 
to make it clear, by saying that a charge 
for a second should not be charged for a 
minute. Secondly, the access days 
(Interruptions) 

Mr Speaker: Excuse me, are you 
proposing for a new clause? 

Mr Obidinma: I am making the 

amendment under prayer No. 5. 

Mr Speaker: If you are proposing 
for an amendment under Clause 5, you 
propose it so that we can add it. 

Mr Obidinma: It is in addition to 
those prayers . 

Mr Speaker: What you are saymg 
now is that we forgo the amendment to 
be separate! 

Mr Obidinma: Yes. 

Mr Speaker: You bel ieve that 5 and 
6 are closely related : If you wish you 
can propose the amendment as an 
addition to 5 or 6. 
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Mr Obidinma: They are not 
specific, we have to go into 
specifications. 

Mr Speaker: Let me have the 
amendments . · 

Mr Obidinma: Please may we go 
back to prayer 5. The House equally 
urges Nigeria Communication 
Commission (NCC) to equally ensure 
that the cost of GSM Services in Nigeria 
is devoid of fraud and sharp practices. 
Now the clause: A call for a second 
should be charged for a second and not 
for a minute. While effecting repairs 
access days should be removed. I want 
this to be explained clearly to them. 

Mr Enebe: Modifications, Sir. 
Under prayer No. 5 we have to be 
specific. A charge for second should 
not be for one minute. Charge for 
seconds should not be for minute. 

Mr Speaker: I still want to follow 
the rules. What we are going to do is to . 
propose an amendment. The bon. 
Member for Oji River (Mr Obidinma) 
should articulate the amendment, move 
same and then an hon. Member seconds · 
it, so that we can include it here. Just 
write it out so that it will be moved and . 
seconded . 

(J 
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Mr J. Obidinma: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
may I move that the attachment be 
added to prayer No. 5. Thank you. 

Mr E. Odo (Igbo-Etiti East) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, hon Colleagues, I rise to 
second the amendment as submitted by 
the hon . Member for Oji River (Mr 
Obidinma) to prayer No. 5, which says 
that the House equally urges Nigeria 
Communication Commission (NCC) to 
ensure that the cost of GSM services in 
Nigeria is devoid of fraud and sharp 
practices. For instance, the charges for 
one second should not be the same with 
the charges for one minute. So, we 
should call a spade, a spade. Thank 
you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I wish to include in prayer 
one, that the House should condemn the 
high cost of GSM operations in Nigeria. 
The issue of Access charges should be 
abolished. Thank you. 

Leader (Mr K. Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, my hon . Colleagues, I rise to 
second the Motion moved by the hon 
Member for Awgu North (Mr Enebe). 
Thank you . 

Question put and agreed to. 
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Deputy Leader (Mr P. Anikwe): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, hon Colleagues, . if you 
listen and follow the Motion co~pletely 
and carefully, you will see that it is not 
in order at all. There is need for the 
Mover of this Motion to appreciate that 
this honourable house is incapacitated to 
have this Bill passed into Law. Believe 
it or not, this honourable House is here 
not to pass judgement to the 
Newspapers for our people. We are 
here to move Laws that will have effect 
within the nation and will validate the 
Law of the Land. How can I make the 
Motion designed for the National 
Assembly. So Mr Speaker, Sir, are we 
involved by fighting to see that this 
Motion to be moved? Thank you. 

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo-Uwani) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I want to align myself with 
the last Speaker. In doing that, I also 
wish to support my points with the 
following: Enugu State has been known 
as one of the heaviest users of GSM 
services in Nigeria, and yet the State is 
not a beneficiary to GSM in comparison 
to the 36 States in Nigeria. This is 
because, after 9111 Mile Corner, when 
going towards Nsuld<a Road, one does 
not have anything to do with GSM, that 
is, there would be no services. In fact, 
what I am saying is that this Motion will 
not excel as far as I am concerned. We 
should urge the National Assembly to 
rise to the challenges. 

1•. 
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After the Ninth Mile Corner, and if 
you are going towards Nsukka Zone, 
you have nothing to do with the Global 

System or Mobile Communications 
(GSM). Mr Speaker, what I am trying 
to say is that Enugu State h~s not even 
benefited from GSM as compared with · 
other 35 (thirty-five) States in Nigeria. 
This Motion is not urgent as far as we 
are concerned. We should be given 
time; it should even come as a Bill so 
that at the end of the day, we should 
appeal to the National Assembly to help 
us. There is no urgency as far as this 
matter is concerned .. . . (Interruptions) 

Mr Speaker: Order! The hon. 
Member for Uzo-Uwani (Mr A. 
Chigbo), would have told us that he 
wants to tow the line of the hon. Deputy 
Leader, am I right? And the Motion is 
actually trying to correct some defects 
and inabilities of GSM operators to 
ensure regular services. And you had 
already told us that the moment you get 
to Ninth Mile Corner, you start having 
problem, and you supported the Motion . 
Then, why are you now against the 
Motion? ... (Interruptions) 

Mr Chigbo: Mr Speaker, why I am 
not in support of the Motion is that the 
matter should not have come as a 
Matter of Urgent Public Importance 
because a Motion cannot effect a 
change . .. . (Interruptions) 
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Mr Speaker: · , Why? 
(Interruptions) 

' 
Mr Chigbo: We should h~ve first 

appealed to the National Assembly. 
(Interruptions) 

Mr Speaker: That is why he said in 
the Motion that we should urge the 
National Assembly to help us; to rise up 
to the challenge by putting up a 
legislation. I think, it is not our duty to 
enforce it. Now, let me give you an 
example. In 1993 or before 1999, on the 
Abakaliki/Enugu road, the two gates at 
the 82 Division were locked up by the 
Army. People in their vehicles were 
plying Upper Chime, New Haven, 
Enugu. And the Enugu State House 
Assembly then passed a Motion. They 
did not do it on their own, they brought 
in the Executive arm of the Government 
to liaise with the appropriate authorities 
to make sure that gates were dismantled, 
and it was done. So, we are not going to 
enforce this Motion, we are not going to 
force the National Assembly, but there 
is nothing wrong if we invite them to 
look into the position of Enugu State as 
it affects GSM; that we are no longer 
comfortable. This is a democracy, so I 
believe that the Motion is in order. 
Honourable Members, let us go on with 
the discussion. 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Mr 
Speaker, hon. Members, I rise to support 
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this Motion which has something to do 
with the Global System for Mobile 
Communications (GSM) operation in 
Nigeria and their inefficiency. I support 
the Motion because I am one of their 
customers who happen to be deprived 
of my hard earned naira without service 
rendered. I wish that this House would 
stop further debate on this matter and 
pass these prayers as contained here. 
And after · these little amendments I 
want to make, I wish that the House 
should consider them along with prayer 
number four. Prayer number four says 
that-

"The House urges the National 
Assembly to rise up to the challenge 
by putting up a legislation that will 
ensure that the quality of GSM 
service in Nigeria is the same with 
what is obtainable in other 
countries" 

I wish to add that the operators 
should hencef01th charge the users per 
second in place of per minute which 
they now charge. 

The amendments effected in prayer 
number five says that they charge 
people between one second and one 
minute which to me is not explicit, if we 
will be talking about a second and a 
minute at the same time. But I am 
appealing to my parliamentarians to 
ensure that if this amendment is taken, 
the charge should be per second. 
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Mr Speaker, I wish tha\. if the 
amendment is approved, we shom~ pass 
the Motion and write the National 
Assembly for them to carry . out or 
consider our Motion. Thank you, Mr . 
Speaker. 

An hon. Member: ThRt amendrr.ent 
has already been taken care' of. 

Mr Njeze: The amendment effect~ 
in prayer No. 5 says that, they should 
charge users one second and one 
minute, which to me is not clearly 
explained. We are talking about seconds 
and minutes, but I am talking about an 
amendment that will ensure that, if it is 
taken, the charge will be per every 
second. 

Mr Speaker, I wish that if this little 
amendment is approved, we pass the 
Motion and write tl)e Nat~onal 

Assembly for them to ~arry out or 
consider our Motion. Thank you. 

78 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, we have started the ground 
very well, I therefore move 
(interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: Order! The hon. 
Member for Udi North (Mr Njeze) has 
proposed an amendment to prayer No. 4 
and that amendment should be 
seconded. Look at the amendment put 

-.. .:~ .. 
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forward; hf', \.Vas talking about charges 
per secor,d. 

~lf r tT. Obidinma; Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
r'rse to secohd that Motion and at the 
same time j11ove that the question be 
put. 

Mr1C. 0\. Enebe: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
have risen t!o conclude since I am the 

I 

Mover of the Motion . First of all, I 
v. ·,sh .to th<rhk my bon. Colleagues who . . 

acq€pted tl) step down Order No. 25 of 
... o~r adopted Rules. 

t' 

/ At the same time I want to appeal to 
my Colleagues to kindly ensure that this 
Motion is passed. The case, properly, is 
not my case. It is just because I look at 
the problem as the problem of Nigeria, 
not mine. The problem of GSM is a 
National problem and not my problem. 

This is a new House and I would like 
us to be looking at issues from the point 
of creativity and not the person it comes 
from, because if we begin to have a 
situation where issues are put forward 
and we begin to look at the person who 
brought it (interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: Order! The hon. 
Member for Awgu North (Mr Enebe) 
may please go st raight to the issues at 
stake, because those issues he is talking 
about has been taken care of. 
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Mr .Enebe: Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
The issue is that the GSM problem in 
Nigeria is known to everybody. Then 
people are charged per second instead of 
per minute which is about N40.00. It is 
sti ll very high because people can be 
receiving and making calls at intervals 
at the same time, and, like I said earlier 
on, the issue of access days can be 
abolished. When you buy they give a 
rebate which encourages you to buy 
recharge card. 

What we have in this Motion is that it 
is more or less trying to save the user. If 
we .can, through legislation or through 
the activities of the Commission 
straighten up things, the cost will 
eventually come down. 

Then I equally want to let the House 
know that the House of Assembly do 
not treat Motions like Bills. The Bill 
must come from Concurrent Legislative 
List, that is where the State Assembly 
can make Laws, but when you get to a 
place where the issue is in the exclusive 
list alone, which is for National 
Assembly, · all we can do is to pas the 
Motion and send it to the National 
Assembly. That Motion does not end 
here. It is not intended for cheap 
popularity. It is the duty of the office of 
the :·clerk to send the Motion to those 

c~n~erned. It is not a question of 
passing a Motion and the Motion ends 
there. It is not for Speaker because he 

c. 
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· may not know, but when this Motion is 
passed, it may eventually change the 
face of GSM operators in Nigeria. 
Other countries are enjoying it. Let us 
go ahead and pass it. When it is taken 
to the National Assembly, we will see · 
what they can do to effect the ·law. 
Thank you. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, having 
listened to the contributions of fellow 
hon. Members to the Motion, may I 
move that the question be now put. 

Question, That the Question be now 
put, put and agreed to. 

~'I. 

Main Question pitt and agreed to': 

Resolved: 
1. That this Honourable House 

condemns ·the high cost of 
GSM operation in Nigeria, 
and the issue of access days 
to be abolished. 

2. 

3. 

The House condemns the 
incessant network problem 
that makes it impossible for 
users to either make or 
receive calls uninterrupted . 

The House condemns the 
inability of the GSM 
operators to provide devices 
that will enable custo~ers 
retrieve inform~tion 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 
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contained in stolen Sim 
cards/hand sets. 

The House urges the National 
Assembly to rise up to the 
challenge by putting up a 

legislation that will ensure 
that the quality of GSM 
services in Nigeria is the 
same with what is obtainable 
in other countries, and that 
the operators should 
henceforth charge users 20 
kobo per second. 

The House equally urges 
Nigeria Communication 
Commission (NCC) to 
equally ensure that the cost of 
GSM services in Nigeria is 
devoid of fraud and sharp 
practices, for instance, it is 
fraudulent if the charge per 
minute is the same as the 
charge per second. 

The NCC should equally 
ensure that the GSM network 
covers the length and breadth 
of this country and that the 
operators (NITEL, MTN, 
ECONET) sell the number of 
lines they can effectively 
manage. 

The NCC, should ensure that 
there is no collusion between 
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the GSM operators especially at the Old Eastern House of Assembly, 
on the issue of tariff/billing in the Conference Room. 
system, to enhance effective 
competition between and ADJOURNMENT 
among them. 

8. That the House urges NITEL, 
MTN, and ECONET to 
provide quality GSM 
services to Nigerians at an 
affordable price in line with 
the present economic realities 
of our time. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Committee Meeting 

Mr Speaker: The House Committee 
on Agriculture will meet on the rising of 
the House in the Conference Room. 

The House Committee on Special 
Duties and Economic Development will 
meet today, 19th June 2003, on the 

rising of the House. 

Public Hearing 

The Joint-Committee on Education, 
Judiciary, Public Petitions and 
Privileges will be conducting public 
hearing on the African University for 
Critical, Creative and Caring 
Community of Inquiry Bill No. 2. 2003, 
on Monday 23rd June 2003 by 12 noon 

81 

Leader: Mr Speaker, I move that the 
House do now adjourn till on 
Wednesday, 24th June 2003 at 10 am. 
Thank you. 

Mr C. 0. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to second the 
Motion for adjournment as moved by 
the Leader (Mr Ebenylj and in doing so, 
I want to thank my Colleagues for 
supporting the Motion I . presented 
today. Thank you very much. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourn till Wednesday, 24th June, 2003 
at 10 am. 

Adjourned accordingly at 2. 3 7 pm. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Tuesday, 241
h June, 2003 

(The House met at 10 a.m.) 

PRAYERS . ~ :11 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, our Votes and Proceedings, 
No. 6, Thursday 19th June 2003 are 
before the House. I have gone through 
them and to my mind, they appear to be 
correct. However, in keeping with the 
Proceedings of this House, I wish to call 
for the comments of Members in order 
to give it a legal backing. Thank you. 

Mr E. Odo (Igbo-Etiti East): Mr 
Speaker, after carefully reading the 
Votes and Proceedings No. 6 dated 19th 
June, 2003, I found them to be correct. 
In the light of this, I, therefore, move 
for their adoption. Thank you. 

Mr J. N. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues, . I 
have equally gone · through the Votes 
and Proceedings in the Session of the 
House of Assembly, Thursday 191

h 

June, 2003 and found the record to be in 
order. I, therefore, second the Motion 
for its adoption. 

f ,, 
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Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of Thursday, 
19'h June, 2003 accordingly adopted. 

MESSAGE FROM HIS 
EXCELLENCY THE EXECUTIVE 
GOVERNOR OF ENUGU STATE, 

· DR CHIMAROKE NNAMANI 

Q') 

191
h June, 2003 

The hon. Sp eaker, 
Enugu State House of Assembly, 
Enugu. 

Dear Hon. Speaker, 

RE: CONSTITUTION OF STATUTORY 
BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND 
PARASTATALS 

His Excellency, the Governor of Enugu 
State, Dr Chimaroke Nnamani has 
directed me to respectfully request the 
approval of the Honourable House for 
the constitution of Statutory 
Boards/Commissions and Parastatals 
and appointment of the following 
persons as Chairmen and members: 

LOCAL GOVERNMEN T SER VICE 
COMMISSION 
I. Chief(Lady) Bernice Agbo 
2. Chris Ngene (Perm Sec) 
3. Chinwe Chukwuanyim 
4. Nestor Ezeme 
5. Barr. Mrs Ugbene Anthonia 
6. Barr. G. C. Agbo 

Chairm an 
Secretary 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
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Civil Service Commission 

1. Barr. J. C. Udeagballa 
2. Wilson Okenwa 
3. Elder Jonathan Ogbu 
4. Mr Okafor Edeh 
5. Hon Okechukwu Agbaji 
6. ChiefOzor Ken Ozor 

Chairman 
Secretary 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 

May 1 therefore, request that you kindly 
expedite the approval of the request to enable 
the aforementioned persons attend to certain 
state matters of urgent importance. 

Please accept, on behalf of other Honourable 
Members, the renewed assurance of His 
Excellency's consideration. 

1 remain, yours faithfully, 
Frank Nweke (Jnr.) 
Chief of Staff 
Government House. 

Deputy Leader: (Mr P. Anikwe): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to move the Motion 
for the acceptance and consideration of 
the Message from His Excellency. 
Thank you. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): Mr 
Speaker Sir, I stand to second the 
Motion. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to: 

Mr Speaker: In view of this 
development, I am mandating the Clerk 
of the House to write or inform the 
nominees to appear before the hon. 
House for screening tomorrow 251

h 

June, 2003 and they should make 
available twenty-five copies of their 
curriculum vitae. Thank you. 
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ORDER OF THE DAY 

THE AFRICAN UNIVERSITY 
FOR CRITICAL, CREATIVE AND 
CARING COMMUNITY OF 
INQUIRY BILL 2, 2003 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
am on my feet to move that the African 
University for Critical, Creative and 
Caring Community of Inquiry Bill No. 
2, 2003 be now read the second time. 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to second the 
Motion as moved. 

Mr Speaker: Having moved the 
Motion for the second reading of the 
Bill, the floor is now open for debate on 
this all important Bill. 

Deputy Speaker: Thank you Mr 
Speaker. I still remain what I am. Mr 
Speaker Sir, the relevance and 
timeliness of the synthesized 
opportunities which the proposed 
African University for Critical, Creative 
and Caring Community of Inquiry 
(AUCCACCOI) presently offers on a 
variety of topics. 

AUCCACCOI is hinged on a 
rehearsed and professionally guided 
educational system borne out of an 
unequivocal natural urge and thirst to 
impart condensed academic values and 
precepts that enable the student to 
express his depth of talent and artistry 
on unseen topics. 
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AUCCACCOI will expand the 
horizon of fundamental moral principles 
to bedrock the era of a new intellectual 
awakening. 

AUCCACCOI, with little ti~e, is 
capable of launching into n§ltional 
educational orbit a new generation of 
independent minds, 'think tank~' all, 
sufficiently drilled "to question the 
questioner", and pre-empt the teacher's 
thoughts on a variety of accredited 
ideologies known to scholars. 

AUCCACCOI, in concept, would 
provide a virile forum for radical 
academic fertilization from the boredom 
of stereotyped educational system 
hitherto devoid of the relative 
effervescence needed to generate 
creativity among scholars. 

AUCCACCOI, in operation, will 
deftly re-introduce pedagogical 
dynamics hitherto down-played by 
resource providers in our t~rtiary 

institutions. 

AUCCACCOI will galvanize 
academic incursions across 
metaphysical and geographical barriers 
with a view to attracting international 
academic prominence to the nation, the 
state and the lucky successful scholar so 
recognized. 

AUCCACCOI will exemplify the 
crucible of tertiary education for 
historical and social synthesisation of 
knowledge acquired in order to 
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empower great thinkers who will 
someday stand in this House of 
Assembly as distinguished technocrats 
to pilot the legal bearing of the State. 

I therefore urge the Honourable 
Members of this House and strongly 
too, to endorse the said Bill No. 2, 2003 , 

' for the transformation of AUCCACCOI 
into a private university. 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker Sir, I rise to give a strong 
support to this Bill. The Bill is seeking 
to establish the African University for 
Critical, Creative and Caring 
Community of Inquiry. This University 
like you all have heard is going to be a 
private academic institution. It is going 
to be a clear difference from what we 
are having now. Conventionally, apart 
from other courses we have in our 
present Universities, this university will 
teach our people how to read, how to 
write and also power of reasoning. 

84 

You will agree with me that the 
University is different from what we are 
having today. People pass through the 
University and they were taught how to 
read and write. Today, this system is 
about to be abandoned. What we have 
is that type of learning, where the course 
you read ten years ago, if you come 
back to the University, the same 
Handout will be given to you. There is 
no research. This University is going to 
embark on educational research and 
economic research. What we have now 
is a kind of education without research. 
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Can they contribute to teach our 
students to be of good conduct and I or 
different from what is being taught. 
The difference from this University is 
power to groom our 
reasoning and able 
knowledge above others. 

students on 
to acquire 

Mr Speaker Sir, according to 
Aristotle in one of his Books, he says 
that "as sight is in the body, so is 
reasoning to the Soul". Today, we have 
lots of problems in our universities. 
According to Marius Tullius Cicero: 
Reasoning is the mistress and Queen of 
all things. 

Secondly, there is one George 
Santayana in his Book - Reasoning is a 
Religion. It establishes lines of moral 
clearage and make right actually 
different from wrong. In supporting, 
the establishment of this University, it 
will help to eradicate the issue of 
cultism, raping, prostitution in most of 
our Universities. It will minimize it, if 
not totally eradicate it. You will agree 
that for the past seven months or more 
our students have been languishing at 
home because of strikes in our 
Universities. It is good equally that 
University education will be 
continuous, when strike actions are 
averted. When a student gains 
admission for four years course of 
study, such a student is expected to 
graduate accordingly. Based on this 
frequent strikes, occasioned by our over 
anxiety for wealth, if the university is 
approved it will be possible for our 
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students to read for a full sessiOn 
without interruptions. 

The difference between this 
University and those of the past is that 
when you enter this academic institution 
you are sure of when to graduate. For 
instance, this University is once you 
enter by 1990, you are really sure to 
graduate by 1994. This is four years of 
academic performance. 
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The African University for Critical, 
Creative and Caring Community of 
Inquiry, if established will not lay 
emphasis on the number of years it takes 
for any one to acquire university 
education. Mr Speaker Sir, I sincerely 
request my hon. Colleagues to support 
this Bill, since it is said it does not 
require any cost from government. The 
university will help to solve the social 
and economic problems in our society. 
Thank you, Sir. 

II 

Mr M. Onyeze (lgboeze North I): 
Mr Speaker Sir, I rise to contribute to 
this very Bill. I would want to remind 
my hon. Colleagues that the House 
Committee on Education which I am the 
Chairman, was mandated to hold public 
hearing on this Bill. We made several 
efforts to sit with the public and discuss 
this very important Bill, and it has not 
been possible. The Committee was to 
sit on Monday last but because of 
important functions we had at Okpara 
Square, this very public hearing was 
postponed for Thursday. In a Bill like 
this, we have to be very careful because, 
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we all know what it takes to establish a 
university. It is a very serious business. 
In fact, we have to inspect the facilities 
and know her manpower, see the 
landmass, the land area, where the 
establish this very university. So Mr 
Speaker Sir, I am requesting that , the 
House should allow the Education 
Committee to finish her assignment, 
thereby providing her with more time to 
inspect all the facilities expected for the 
up-keep of the University. 

Mr Speaker: Excuse me, please, 
this debate has nothing to do with the 
public hearing of your Committee. We 
do not want to take your work. This 
time what is going on is only a guide, 
and by the time you may have visited 
one or two persons you know what to 
ask them, and what to request from 
them. However, you do not expect to 
have a library where there is no . 
university. What the Bill is · now 
seeking for is for approval for the 
school to take off. The school is not 
telling you that they are functional,' they 
are asking for approval. It is only when 
the House has approved that you' can 
ask for details. For now, those things 
are not our business. It is just like 
putting the cat before the horse. The 
moment they establish the university, 
other things can follow. 

If you still want to make your 
contributions fine and if not fine. If you 
want to continue your contribution fine, 
as far as this Bill is concerned we are 
talking about the merits and demerits of 
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this Bill. This is just a guide, for the 
university's establishment. 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): I rise to 
speak on this Bill on African University 
for Critical, Creative and Caring 
Community of Inquiry. I would say that 
the intention to establish this kind of 
university should be welcomed to the 
people of Enugu State and Nigeria in 
general, because whatever will make a 
man to be more manly will be 
welcomed, nothing makes a man manly 
than the ability to reason, this suggested 
reasoning is careful thinking. Apart 
from what it is equally intended to train 
people to be creative, it is a big if it can 
be done. 

86 

However, I will not support the 
establishment of this university if we are 
not aware of the area where this 
university has to be located. This is not 
contained in the Bill. I am aware that 
from enquiries I made on this Bill that 
the university has been issuing 
certificates in Nigeria, in Enugu State 
that it has been existing and since it has 
been existing, I feel that they must have 
made adequate arrangements for a place 
it ought to be, otherwise, if the Bill is 
passed, I would say that the university 
should be . located at Ebe, Ukana, 
A whum or any where. 

Permit me if I digress a little because 
I do not know any other place which is 
better than the area I represent, ·if the 
House agrees an amendment can be 
made in the Bill. We know that 
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education is the bedrock of anything. In 
approving the establishment of this 
university we must ensure that the 
university has good academic lecturers 
qualified academics who are going to 
lecture in this university and for you to 
get good academics you have to pay 
them well. 

In section 15 of this Bill where they 
talked about the conditions of service -
the right of powers to "save as may 
otherwise expressly provided by this 
law or the statues, the rates ·of 
remuneration, scales of salary and 
allowances and conditions of service in 
general for all members of staff shall be 
such as Council may from time to time 
determine." I would wish that this 
section be amended to read that the 
salary of any worker in that university 
should be same as is obtainable in 
federal universities as well as conditions 
of service as is obtainable in federal 
universities, because we should be sure 
that the standards in the university are 
the same before the Bill is passed. 

If we allow a private person the 
freedom to determine what he is going . 
to pay, we shall be creating opportunity 
for the good tax payers of Enugu State 
to give somebody enough logical 
reasons to deprive them their hard 
earned income. For if the standard is 
low, what you get is purchase of 
certificates. I would plead with this 
honourable House to include these 
amendments therein before the passage 
ofthis Bill. Thank you. 
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Mr J. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): 
The Bill as it relates to education is a 
vital instrument to reform universally, 
humanly and otherwise. In Enugu State, 
year in year out, great majority of the 
youths both male and female have 
always had problems on education and 
admission. The question is admission 
into what?, into the university, to do 
what?, to study, and studying what? 
Then one wonders what is happening in 
the society. Are we studying cultism?, 
are they studying massacre?, probably 
because it is public university. 
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The Rev. gentleman, who came with 
this bill, we all know that he has been 
running an institution in Enugu State, 
and really, since this session ii have 
never heard of any problem in the 
institution: in terms of riot, or cultism, 
or · that ·Lecturers are not paid, or that 
students are not safe, and this 
honourable House would be writing her 
name in gold if this bill is passed. 
Probably, if this university is created, I 
will · speak to the Chairman to see 
whether university would be sited in 
Nkanu East. (Laughters) 

· Mr Chairman, Sir, I crave the 
indulgence of other honourable 
Members · to seriously think about the 
merits of the African University for 
Critical, Creative and Caring 
Community of Inquiry and give it an 
accelerated passage so that at the end we 
would have done more honour to 
ourselves and to the people we 
represent. At the end, we will be 

"' 

.(\) 

~ 

.. 



!i 

9 

.c 

oQ 

175 
Enugu State House of Assembly Debates 

24 June, 2003 176 
~ 

satisfied that we have done the best and 
the bill is passed by the honourable 
House. Thank you. 

The Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues, in · a lighter mood, ;the 
honourable Member for Udi North f!vfr 
Njeze) in his speech supported :;the 
passing of the Bill and canvassed t~at 
the University be sited in his 
constituency. Again, the hon. Member 
for Nkanu East (Mr Anichukwu) 
equally, in support of the passage of the 
Bill, also canvassed that the University 
be sited in his constituency. May we 
kindly be carefully, in what we say or 
talk. Let us concentrate on the ,Bill we 
are referring to. However, the bill have 
been deliberating in our favour. Thank 
you. 

Mr J. U. Onoh (Enugu North): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, it is in our time that I 
wish to thank God that I am alive when 
Enugu State University of Science and 
Technology was established. It is alSo a 
great honour that Nigeria as a wQ.ole 
gave us University ofNigeria. We have 
great people, in front of us for the 
creation and establishment of the 
African University for Critical, Creative 
and Caring Community of Inquiry. I 
know that the life which is unexamined 
is not worth living. And to me 
education is a real foundation for any 
man. Education has for its object the 
formation of character of a man. 

By the establishment to this 
University, I believe it would be a place 
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for light, for liberty, and for learning. I 
believe, like my fellow hon. Members, 
that education is a social process, in 
fact, education is life itself Therefore, I 
believe that by passing Laws which is 
appropriate for establishment of this 
University, we have totally made a good 
foundation for those that are coming 
behind us. And we have got good 
qualitative education from one of the 
Universities in the country. Finally, 
hon. Colleagues, I support that we pass 
this bill, and I know that in future we 
will have nothing to regret. 

Mr E. Eze (Udenu): Mr Chairman, 
Sir, this bill is very very exiting. 
Exciting in the sense that it is about 
Education, that is training of man. 
Particularly, training a man to higher 
educational work; how to reason 
properly and not to mind what is 
happening in most of our institutions 
today. In the present day, education 
establishment is complex, starting from 
Primary to Tertiary Institution. 

' Finally, we find that we are in the 
days of try your luck, if it is not A it is 
B, if it is not B it is C. You cannot fail 
and if you did not fail you pass. But 
from the title of this bill, as the name of 
the Institution implies, we are going 
back to the early stage just as the need 
arises in order to reason properly. 
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However, Mr Chainnan, Sir, much as 
the title of this bill is exciting, I have to 
point out that the owners or the sponsors 
of this proposed University are 
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proprietors. He has to open up more 
because this concerns the interest of the 
general public, the generation to come, 
the present and the future. He has to 
open up more because, as some of my 
colleagues have said, we need to know 
whether this is a University to be sited 
in Maidugiri or in Enugu State and if it 
is in Enugu State it should be localized 
so that if I am sending my ward or 
sponsoring somebody into this 
University, I will have an idea where 
my ward is going. The public will 
begin to know all about this because the 
moment we give the constitutional 
blessing to this Bill, the Proprietor and 
the public have known that we have 
given him the power then the 
applications will come from north, 
south, east and west. 

We are aware that this is a private 
university and the university could be 
established here or there in the State or 
even beyond. So, we need to talk about 
the contents, the location, the qualities 
and the course contents of this 
University, if we would not mind, 
because in our passing this Bill we are 
putting on it the stamp to go public. 

However, this university, from its 
terms and purposes, will be a private 
university. And I hope that the 
university will not join the band wagon 
of strikes which has made our children 
in various places to remain in their 
homes over six months. I hope he will 
carefully study and emulate those 
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universities that have decided not to go 
on strike every now and then. 

Mr Speaker, having said so far, what 
I am saying is that the Author should 
come up and open up so that we should 
know more about the University, the 
quality, the location, the management 
and the structural. Thank you, very 
much, Mr Speaker. 

Deputy Leader: (Mr P. Aniekwe): 
Mr Speaker, hon. Colleagues, I have a 
motion but please permit me to make 
few contributions before I move my 
Motion .... (Interruptions) 
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Mr Speaker: Order! Let me come 
in, please, at this point in time, when the 
debate is going on very well, I do not 
know how any Member can move a 
motion. The honourable Deputy Leader 
can make his contributions and resume 
his eat and afterwards he can rise and 
move his Motion. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, thank 
you very much. This is my own 
contribution to the African University 
for Critical, Creative and Caring 
Community oflnquiry Bill, No.2, 2003. 
I believe that almost all of us here are 
the products of educational institutions. 
We know very well that education has 
many definitions and the one so 
appealing to me is from Professor M.V. 
Murray. He states that education is a 
process of developing the stupendous 
potentialities latent in an individual 
through which he makes a qualitative 
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jump into a more profound real of 
human existence. And another ·one 
from Professor K.O.K. Onyioha, he 
believes that if one's education does not 
find meaning in the context of one's 
culture that such · a person ' is ~ 

' jl; 

sophisticated and not educated. . ;'; 111 

. . 1 
People can claim to go school, yes, 

you can pass through the school without 
the school passing through you. Yes, 
this particular university in question, I · 
believe, the university will pass'lhrough 
the students and the students will also 
pass · through the university by serious 
training and learning. 

The issue of reasoning, for instance, 
a human being can only reason if he 
knows the right way of reasoning, he 
can now read in the university and when 
he reasons very well, he can now reason 
very reasonably. That is why we have 
reasonable reasoning and unreasonable 
reasoning. I believe that this university 
will set out to produce reasonable 
human beings. 111 

... ''li 

If you watch out, in some States 
around us such as Anambra State, you 
have Madona University established 
and · managed by this reverend 
gentleman. It will not be a difference 
when you come to Enugu .State, we 
have a good university of this type. 
And this time around the university has 
a significant role to redeem the image of 
the environment as it affects the human 
beings. 
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Behind this establishment, under 
Reverend Father Stan Ani, if you watch 
out, in the Old Anambra State when he 
was a Commissioner, what he did was 
to bring progress in education down to 
the door steps of every part of the then 
Anambra State. I know also in 1981 
that the then Anambra House of 
Assembly approved a Bill for the 
establishment of an educational 
institution under the management of 
Rev. Dr Stan Ani. And now he happens 
to be the Proprietor of this school, he 
contributed mostly the ingredients of 
this Bill before us. 

He has established sandwich · Units 
down to every nook and cranny of 
Enugu State, Anambra State, Ebonyi 
State. This establishment made teachers 
to sail through in their TC II and other 
exams. And today almost all t.he 
teachers in primary schools pass through 
this school to TC II and also have their 
NCE and now many of them have 
graduated in the University in Enugu 
and some other places, and they are now 
degree holders. All these efforts, 
improvements and achievements were 
only organized by this Rev. Gentleman. 
I believe with my Colleagues in talking 
the primary Clebate but we should not be 
very critical on this Bill before us. 

The issue of sitting it in Enugu or any 
other place, what will help us to be 
properly guided is the simple logic law, 
that is, whoever has interest can ha,ve 
the joy of establishing it in a place her 
or she likes. For instance, we should 
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adopt the five basic arguments of 
logistic Slogism. The logic which you 
called: ( 1) Argumentum ad hominem 
(2) Argumentum ad. . Elenchi . (3) 

. Argumentum ad verecundiam . (4) 
Argumentlim ad Misericordian (5) 
Argumentum ad Ignorantiam 

. (Applause). By the time you treat all 
these arguments, · principles you will 
come out with the correct answer. Mr 
Speaker, I humbly beg that this very 
important University be established in 
Ezeagu Local Government because they 
have enough landmass to accommodate 
it. 

Mr E. Odo (Nsukk:a East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I solidly throw my weight 
behind this very Bill. I need not 
mention further the importance of 
education; I need not emphasize further 
on what my colleagues have just said. I 
just want to remind the House to take 
care of some certain vital issues and 
also advice the Proprietor of this very 
University to put his house in order as 
we have just pointed out individually. 

If the University stands, I would like, 
because in Section 3, the University was 
made to be a body corporate, but to be 
valid the University would have been 
registered for others to see perhaps as a 
company or other matters act. That 
being so, then the same Bill ceased to 
see this University as an annexure or 
rather a branch of ICPIC. Meaning that 
if this Bill goes through it is no longer 
an independent Bill also, it is a mere 
annexure. So, then I think Section C 
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should .· be expunged so that the 
University will have its own pot of law 
and a University of its own. Because a 
University . of · this kind with its 
nUmerous qualities cannot be a branch 
of another .University. You may have a 
•visiting · professors, lecturers or 
whatever, but not a . branch of another 
University. 

So, I urge this honourable House 'to 
equally study Section six. Also, 
Nigerian University of such type has a 
lot of ingredients through which the 
University, he it Federal or private 
should have . been. . I would urge this 
hon. House to let the Proprietor 
understand that if this condition is not 
met, . it may really be a disaster to our 
endeavour. · Then if the Bill rises to 
much, I forgot to mention this earlier, I 
think · the House ought to have the 
Certificate of Incorporation as to know 
where .the University is incorporated, 
just like what the hon. Member for Udi 
N~rth · (Mr Njeze) said that his 
University will be issuing certificates, 
and I wish to remind this honourable 
House again that it will be very proper 
for us to give this very Bill a protective 
action. In other words, I am believing 
that whatever certificate issued, bearing 
the name of this University must be like 
that . from other Universities in this 
co~ntry. 

Therefore, by the time all these 
things have been taken care of, I think 
by the grace of God, the content of the 
Bill is really worth it. But we must have 

II, 

.. 
Q 

::1 



I. 
I 

II 
C) 

, 

Enugu State House of Assembly Debates 
24 June, 2003 

183 

to be · very carefully because all through 
the Bill there are some inconsistencies 
that flow from dependency to 
independent. Therefore, I . have to . 
submit finally by saying that , the 
Proprietor really, and I advice l ~~ 
Committee on Education to really liaise . . ,, 
properly with the Proprietor and then 
find out other missing ingredients so 
that the Bill will receive · its formal 
blessing and then meet the standard of 
other Universities at the end of the day. 
Thank you. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, let me give one 
information. I think that if this 
University has been issued papers, I 
believe it is a kind of affliation because 
I know this University is not ~xisting in 
this country. It has been existing in 
America, and the Bill before us seeks 
for the establishment of this University 
in this country. I am sure that, as one of 
the hon. Members has pointed out, 
about the issuance of certificate, ir::we 
have the University here, the ideal! of 
traveling to acquire such a certificate in 
America will no longer be necessary. 
So, I do not believe that the issue of the 
people we are talking about for the issue 
of Certificate in the University will be a 
problem. That will be taken care of at 
the end of day. Thank you. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
rise from my seat to move that- further 
debate on this Bill be deferred until a 
later date to be determined by the Rules 
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and Business Committee of the House. 
Thank you. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsuldca West): Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second that 
Motion. 

Question put and agreed to: 

Further debate on the Bill 
accordingly deferred 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Committee Meetings 

Mr Speaker: The House Committee 
on Judiciary, Ethics and Privileges will 
meet immediately after the rising of the 
House, at the Conference Room. 

The joint Committee on Education, 
Judiciary, Ethics and Privileges wish to 
inform the . General Public that the 
public hearing of this Bill will come up 
on the 26th June 2003 at 12 noon. The 
committee Members will meet by 1 0 am 
on the same day at the conference room. 

The Chairman, House committee on 
Public Accounts is requesting that the 
Members will meet on 3rct July, 2003 on 
the rising of the House at the conference 
room. 

Honourable Colleagues, I wish to 
State that every committee in this House 
has the mandate of the House to operate. 
If a committee is moving or going on an 
operation, it-is just as if the House is in 
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session. The same immunity you have 
here is the same immunity you have as 
committee Chairman and Members 
outside. So, I request that all the 
committees particularly, I have to 
emphasis that the House committee 'on 
petroleum and Environmental 
management matters has the authority 
of this House to discharge their duties 
without fear or favour. It has come to 
my notice that inspite of the recent 
increase in the pump price of petroleum 
products, some of these dealers have 
continued to arbitrarily increase their . 
prices from N40.00 per llitre to:N50.00 
per litre of fuel. 

I am re-assuring the House 
committee on Petroleum and 
Environmental Management of the 
support of this House. They should 
prosecute anybody or any dealer found 
selling fuel above the official price. 
They do not have to wait for the 
Speaker. They have the mandate of the 
House. If anybody wants to obstruct 
their movement, they should report that 
to the House at the appropriate time. I 
believe that this issue of hawking of 
petroleum products and the . issue of . 
selling above pump price will come to 
an end. It is either that they sell fuel 
here in Enugu at the official price or 
they do not sell here in Enugu. So 
please, I urge them to work very hard 
and find a solution to this problem. 

I equally wish to express my 
happiness to the honourable Members 
for their contribution in this very bill I 
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am very much impressed. I am aware 
that none of jhem knew that this bill will 

~. 
be coming up today, but · their 
contributions have indicated their 
interests and commitment. Unlike . ., 
before, when they would say, we are not .· "'\ 
aware of it. One does not need to know. 
It is the duty of the Chairman, House 
Committee of Rules and Business, the 
Speaker, and the Clerk to determine 
whichever bill that will be coming up. 

I am happy by the way and manner 
Members contributed . to this bill. I 
thank them very much and I wish them 
more grease to their elbows. I wish to 
equally remind ourselves that House 
Leader (Mr .Ebenyi) traveled to Abuja. 
The Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe) has 
tried very well . I equally wish to 
remind the bon. Members that their will 
be a cultural night at the Premier 
Garden, Presidential Hotel, by 10.00 
pmi: All Members are invited. 

ill 
II 

There is going to be an opening 
ceremony going on at Independent 
Layout, just close to SPEB by 2.00 pm. 
There will be a luncheon at the banquet 
hall, Governor's Lodge today, by 8.00 
pm. So all Members are expected at the 
Governor's Lodge. 

ADJOURNMENT 
It 

Deputy Leader (Mr P. Anikwe): Mr 
Speaker, han. Colleagues, I rise to move 
that this honourable House do now 
adjourned until Wednesday 25th June, 
2003, at 10 a.m. 

\1. 

::< 



1 .i) ~ '' ·. •.: . . . .. . . . 

ql 

Enugu State House of Assembly Debates 
24 June, 2003 

189 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, I am 
speaking on Motion on adjouirunent. 

Mr Speaker: No, no. Do not tell us 
you want to bring a Bill. If you want to 
bring a Bill, get it and the Bill will 
undergo the normal process. You do 
not need to announce it before bringing 
the Bill. The African University Bill is 
being discussed and every Member is in 
support of that Bill. So, do not remind 
us you have another Bill. 

Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. I just want to plan ahead but 
since you protested let me warm my 
seat. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable · 
Colleagues, before I put the question I 
wish to re-echo on what the hon. 
Member for Uzo-Uwani (Mr Chigbo) 
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discussed during the Motion for 
adjournment. At the appropriate time, 
we find a way of . handling it by 
following the process of the law. 

Thank you 
q, 

1
;: Que~tion put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourned until Wednesday 25th June, 
2003 at 10 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 2. 00 pm. 

has just said. It is unfortunate that 
people just behave as they like. This 
matter is already in the Court. · When 1

1
. 

this Motion for this matter came to the ' ~~~ 
House this morning I remembered that J1 

it is already in the Court. Once a matter 
is in Court we do not have the power to 
go into it because it is already 
subjudice. 

However, I am happy that all of us 
are aware and how this matter is beirig 
handled by the police. People do not go 
to other people's house aria start . 
throwing their property out in their 
absence. So, I believe, since the matter 
is in the court, we cannot go into it and 
this type · of matter should not be 
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Mr A; Chigbo (Uzo-Uwani) : Mr 
Speaker, my respected Colleagues, 
while seconding the Motion for 
adjournment, I will like to bring to the 
notice of this honourable. House the , 
ugly situation that took place here in 
Enugu State on Friday. Mr Speaker, '; l 
have · a matter· of Urgent Public 
Importance, but considering the fact 
. that the case is already in Court I decide 
to bring up the matter before this 
House. On Friday, some hoodlums in · 
the . name of staff of Centnil Banlc 
invaded the CBN quarters in Trans
Ekulu, damaged property worth about 
ten to fifteen million Naira. All these 
taking place in the absence of the 
owners. 

Mr Speaker, the Commissioner of 
Police, Enugu State was informed and 
he took appropriate action and I am 
using this opportunity to thank the 
Commissioner of Police for his quick 
intervention including the DPO for 
Trans-Ekulu. It was during the troubl~', 
we were meant to understand, that the 
fake Mobile men who came th~re were · 
not really police officers. Two of them 
who claimed to be Mobile Men were 
paid on the way to carry out this 
assignment. The Mobile Police who is 
in-charge · of Enugu State was not 
informed and the two men are presently 
undergoing some torture in the Head 
Office. Mr Speaker, I would like this 
House to support me to condemn this 
attitude while I do not want to prejudice 
the case in the Court. Thank you very 
much. 

,, 
ill 
,, 
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Mr C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr 
Speaker, I rise to support the Motion for 
adjournment and in doing so, I want to 
seize this opportunity to thank Governor 
Chimaroke Nnamani for appointing five 
women as Local Government Chairm~n 
in the State. Thanlc you, Mr Speaker. 

I 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, I have rise to support the 
Motion for adjournment and in doing so, 
I wish to urge the Local Government 
Service. Commission to urgently set up 
appropriate Committees for the new 
Councils and old ones before they run 
into the. problem of who gets what. The 
Assets sharing Committees should set 
be up immediately so that they will be 
able to share their valuable assets . 
Thank you very much. 

Deputy Speaker: Thanlc you, Mr 
Speaker. I have risen to thank those who 
contributed to this all-important Bill that 
has been brought to the House and I 
hope others who have not spoken will 
follow suit. Furthermore, I am using 
this chance to inform Members that I am 
bringing a Bill on Enugu State. 
(Interruption). 
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Mr .Speaker: If the hon. Deputy 
Speaker want to bring a Bill before the 
House he should bring it to the House. 
He should not tell us about the bill in 
advance. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Wednesday, 251
h June, 2003 

(The House met at 1 Oa. m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEIDNGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, I have before me our 
Votes and Proceedings No . . 7 of 
Tuesday, 24th June, 2003. I have gone 
through them and from all indications, 
I discovered that they were true 
reflections of what went on that day. 
However, it is the rule of the House I 
request for comments if any so that 
we can give it a legal backing. Thank 
you. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji-R.iver): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equally gone 
through the Votes and Proceedings 
and to my understanding, it is a good 
feature of yesterday's proceedings. I 
therefore move for their adoption. 
Thank you. 

Mr F. E. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I second the Motion for 
the adoption of the Votes and 
Proceedings. Thank you. 
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Question put and agreed: 

Votes and Proceedings accordingly 
adopted. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

INTERVIEW OF CHAIRMEN 
AND MEMBERS OF THE ENUGU 
STATE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
SERVICE COMMISSION AND THE 
CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION, 
ENUGU. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, you will recall that during 
our last sitting, there was a letter read by 
my humble self from His Excellency, 
requesting the House to approve the list 

•·, of Chairmen and Members of the two 
Boards, that is, Local Government 
Service Commission and Civil Service 
Commission and following that, the 
letter was read and all the issues 
regarding the letter were discussed. 

I requested the Clerk to inform the 
nominees to appear for screening today, 
and I believe the nominees are around. 
If they are, we can go into doing justice 
to the said request. 

Deputy Leader (Mr P. Anikwe): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I stand to move that this 

. honourable House resolves itself into a 
,.. Committee of the Whole House to 

enable us carry out this exercise. 
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Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to second the 
Motion. 

Question put and agreed to: 

INTERVIEW OF CHAIRMEN 
AND MEMBERS OF ENUGU 
S'f ATE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
SERVICE COMMISISON AND 
CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 
ENUGU 

(CONSIDERED IN THE 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
HOUSE) 

The Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues we are starting with the 
Local Government Service 
Commission. Look at the second 
name on the list II of the Local 
Government Service Commission, 
that is the Secretary of the 
Commission and we do not screen 
Permanent Secretaries. Ordinarily it 
should be accepted that the inclusion 
of that name must be a kind of 
mistake. We only have to screen 
Members of the Board, and it is not 
our duty to appoint Permanent 
Secretaries. Bearing in mind that the 
man in question is a civil servant, we 
may not go ahead to screen him. 
Therefore, the House will jump his 
name and call others. If he is an 
Executive Secretary, we can screen 
him, but for now we have to drop him. 
We call on Chief Lady Bernice Agbo, 
she is the Chairman of the Board. 
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Mr E. U. Eze (Udenu): Mr Chairman 
Sir, these names are very familiar to the 
House, for want of time, why do we not 
screen them together? 

Mr Chairman: There is nothing like 
want of time, I would love the House to 

! screen the Chairman first and thereafter 
take the rest together. 
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Mr C. 0. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, I will like the House to 
take a look at the Constitution of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria, Section 
197, 198, 199(i) (c) on the issue of 
tenure. Mr Chairman, you will agree 
with me that Members should make 
reference to that particular Section of 
the Constitution. 

Lady 
afternoon 
Members. 

Bernice Agbo: Good 
Mr Chairman and hon. 

The Chairman: Hon. Members 
going by the Constitution of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria, Section 199(i) (c) 
the Lady before the House has been the 
Chairman of the Local Government 
Service Comrp.ission. Really, under the 
Constitution, Section 199 (i) (c) of 
1999, it stipulates that if a Member or 
Chairman or any Member of the Board 
has not put in five years of service in an 
office, such a person does not need to 
appear for screening again. So in view 
of this development, we should not 
violate that Section of the Constitution 
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. 
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However, since we have invited Chief 
Lady Bernice Agbo to the Floor of the 
House, I would wish an hon Member 
to move a Motion for her to take a · 
bow and leave the Chambers. 

Mr Josef U. Onoh (Enugu North) : 
Mr Chairman, hon. Colleagues, the 
Lady standing before the House, 
judging from her C.V. has improved 
very much. She is the like, of what a 
man can do today, a woman can do it 
better. She has developed immensely 
and in fact, she is an enigma and 
'Margaret Thatcher' of Enugu State. 
In view of the above, I move that she 
takes a bow and leaves the Chambers. 
Thank you, Mr Chairman. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): Mr 
Chairman, I beg to Second the 
Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Chief Lady Bernice Agbo: Thank 
you Mr Chairman and all the hon. 
Members. I am grateful, God Bless 
you all. 

Chief Lady B. Agbo accordingly 
took a bow and left the Chamber 

The Chairman: What does the 
hon. Member for Igboeze North I (Mr 
Onyeze) want to say? 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igboeze North I): 
Mr Chairman, Sir, I want to talk about 
that Section of the Constitution in 
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question. I want us to take a cri ti cal 
look at that Section of the Constitution 
and then facing the fact, that, these 
people are going to be sworn in to serve 
as Members of the Local Government 
Service Commission, there is the 
implication of not giving the people the 
best of their anticipations, depending on 
the length of time their tenure will last. 
Based on the fact that they are here for 
screening, the House could carryout 
what I may call appraisal interview. We 
are not denying anybody his 
opportunity, but this would have been 
an opportunity to ensure that the right 
people are in the system. So we are 
acting contrary to that Section of the 
Constitution. 
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The Chairman: I understand the 
area the hon. Member is going, and I 
know that the House will not tum the 
names down. I made a general 
statement and the hon. Member for 
Enugu North (Mr Onoh) stood up and 
addressed the House. It was on that 
note that he moved a Motion and it was 
duly seconded, and I put the question 
and it was unanimously carried. I 
believe that if you want to make an 
observation or Point of Order, you are 
free to do so. I feel it is not proper when 
an issue has been overtaken by event for 
an hon Member to stand up to debate on 
it. However, I have noted what you 
said. I know also that the House has not 
contravened any Section of the 
Constitution in any way. Are you all 
right? 
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Mr M. Onyeze: Mr Chairman, I 
did not say that you are contravening 
the Constitution of the Federal 
Republic ofNigeria. Thank you Sir. 

The Chairman: You said that they 
are Members of the Board. This not 
withstanding, they were once 
Chairman and Members of the Board, 
and they are here to be sworn in 
again. The Constitution made 
provision that we should not screen 
them again because they are their 
tenure. Is that what you are saying? 
All you need do is to give support to 
the Motion on the Floor. What we are 
expected to perform, is to invite the 
names on the list and formalize their 
nominations. 

Mr Eze (Udenu) : I think that this 
section 199 (c) is very clear. You do 
not need to screen those who are 
already members; this lady should not 
have come in, because the constitution 
says only five years tenure. The lady 
who left has just served for four years, 
she is still a member. If you are 
talking of appraisal, is it 
administrative appraisal or what? 

The Chairman: Let us not argue 
on the point raised oy the hon. 
Member for Igbo-Eze North (Mr 
Onye). I have noted his view. Let us 
assume that a new government has 
come in and she is appointed a 
member again, fresh appointment of 
course. What we are doing today is 
supposed to be done, it is very correct. 

- - ---------
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I am no longer interested in recetvmg 
any contributions on this matter, so let 
us go ahead. 

Sergeant-at-Arms call in the 
following: Mrs Chinwe Chukwuanyim, 
Mr Nestor Ezeme, Barrister Anthonia 
Ugbene, Barrister G.C. Agbo. 

Honourable Colleagues, based on the 
message which was read before this 
House yesterday, i.e the letter from His 
Excellency the Governor requesting the 
honourable House to give approval for 
the following persons standing before us 
as Commissioners in the Local 
Government Service Commission, I 
directed the Clerk of the House to 
formally inform them. They have 
appeared this morning for screening. I 
wish to state that three out of the four 
persons standing before us have been in 
the Commission for past few years, and 
going by the Constitution of this country 
of 1999, Section 199 (c) on tenure, 
dissolution etc. a member shall still 
remain a member for five years, since 
they have not served five years in the 
Commission. I wish to request that 
Barrister Anthonia Ugbene, Barrister G. 
C. Agbo ... Has Nestor served before? 
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An Hon. Member: No!' 

The Chairman: So we are talking 
about two persons the two Barristers. 
Based on the 1999 Constitution Section 
199 (c), if one is a former member he 
needs not come for interview but 
courtesy demands that the Governor 
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should inform this House that he has 
reappointed them. I wish to request 
for a member of this House to move 
that the two of them take a bow and 
leave the Chambers. 

Mr E. Maduagu (Awgu South): 
Mr Chairman, honourable Colleagues, 
may I move that the two Members of 
the Local Government Service 
Commission, Barrister Anthonia 
Ugbene and Barrister G. C. Agbo 
should take a bow and leave. 

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East): I 
hereby second the Motion for the two 
Barristers to take a bow and leave the 
House. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Barristers, Anthonia Ugbene and 
G. C. Agbo Accordingly took a bow 
and left the Chambers. 

The Chairman: Before you is 
Chief (Mrs) Chinwe Chukwuanyim. 
She is here on your invitation. Before 
now she has been the Executive 
Assistant to His Excellency until the 
281

h of last month when they were 
dissolved. Today she is here before 
you on your invitation, In compliance 
with relevant sections of 1999 
Constitution which empowers this 
honourable House to screen Chairmen 
and Members of Local Government 
Service Commission and Civil 
Service Commission, I wish to state 
that Mrs Chukwuanyim has been in 
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this government and has played a major 
role in it. I am sorry that I am speaking 
in this way as Chairman, but I have to 
speak with due respect to this 
honourable House. As the candidate 
before us is also a sister, I humbly 
request the honourable Members to do 
me a favour. Please I hope you 
understand what I mean by doing me a 
favour. Thank you. (Laughter!) 

Deputy Leader (Mr P. Anikwe): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, honourable Colleagues, 
you know what it means by doing the 
Chairman a favour. It means to do a 
favour to all of us, because she is still an 
active member of the State Executive 
Council of the PDP, which is a ruling 
party. She is also a mover with special 
qualities, and was able to manipulate 
public opinion and even remember what 
a man should forget at times. In fact, 
she possesses special qualities beyond 
what a man can possess at times. So Mr 
Chairman, Sir, I only stand here to move 
that Chief Mrs Chinwe Chukwuayim 
should take a bow and leave this 
honourable House. Thank you. 
(Laughter!) 

Mr J. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, honourable Colleagues, 
in genuine course, all of us have seen 
that the Chairman had spoken in favour 
of the candidate who had been in this 
government, and is equally a sister. So, 
I rise to second the Motion that was 
moved by the Deputy Leader (Mr 
Anikwe) that Chief (Mrs) Chinwe 
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Chukwuani should take a bow only, 
and leave. Thank you. (Laughter!) 

Question put and agreed to. 

Chief Mrs Chinwe Chukwuani: 
(Member-Designate): Thank you, Mr 
Chairman, thank you honourable 
Members. Thank you very much. 

Accordingly, she took a bow and 
left the Chamber. 

Mr Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues, the next person standing 
before us is Mr Nestor Ezeme. Well, 
in view of the candidate's invitation 
for interview as one of the Members 
in the Enugu State Local Government 
Service Commission, you can come 
with your questions. Thank you. 

Mr C. 0. Enebe (Awgu North): 
Mr Chairman, Sir, my question to Mr 
Ezeme is, why he did not include his 
essential work in his C.V., to know 
whether he was appointed during his 
tenure or thereafter to another 
position. This is to support his claims 
very well. Then we would forward it 
to the Governor for screening. So that 
we can act in his favour. Thank you. 

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo-Uwani): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, I do not want to do 
anything with sentiments. I want to be 
very true, this young man that is 
standing before us here, the way I am 
seeing him, whether he came with 
C.V. or not, today is the first day, I 
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am having close interactions with him. 
Let us have an idea about him, so that 
we keep the records straight. I am 
equally aware that one of our 
Colleagues, the hon. Member for Udenu 
. (Mr E. Eze) is one of his referees 
accordingly his documents. Thank you. 

Mr Nestor Ezeme (Member
Designate): Mr Chairman, Sir, hon. 
Members, I have served in Enugu State 
Sports Council as one of the organizing 
leaders of Schools' Sports, International 
Sports and other sports events. Today 
by the grace of the Almighty God, I was 
nominated by His Excellency, the 
Governor of Enugu State as one of the 
Commissioners to serve in the Enugu 
State Local Government Service 
Commission and that is why I am here 
before you, Mr Chairman. Thank you. 

Mr Chairman: Thank you very 
much, for your eloquent elaboration. I 
want to say that without some of these 
information, I personally would have 
not known all these things you have 
said. For me, at least, I am very, very 
happy in the way and manner you 
presented your self before us. I have no 
doubt that you are going to do very well 
in that very position. And if by the 
grace of God, you are here again as a 
Commissioner, I hope all of us have 
now known you. Thank you very much. 
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Mr Ezeh (Udenu): Mr Chairman, 
hon. Members, it gives me joy to stand 
up because of the candidate before us. 
We know that in our political life we all 
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are here as hon. Members of this 
House, one can recall vividly the 
active role played by the youths in 
ensuring that our elections " were 
successful. I feel very happy to have 
listened to the sonorous and 
commanding voice of this young man 
before this honourable House. 

In fact, because Members have 
seen that he is out-spoken and that he 
has other potentials in him, as a youth 
leader in various levels; having 
progressed rapidly in the Local 
Government administrations, I think it 
is proper that he will find himself in 
that Commission. Mr Chairman, I do 
not need to waste more of your time 

· for obvious reasons, because we have 
various assignments in this House 
today, and in view of that, Mr 
Chairman, I humbly move the Motion 
that Mr Nestor Ezeme takes a bow 
and leaves this honourable House. 
Thank you. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr 
Chairman, han Colleagues, I rise to 
second the Motion moved by the han. 
Member for Udenu (Mr E. U Ezeh). 
Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Ezeme accordingly took a bow 
and left the Chamber. 

Mr Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues, we have the following 
people for the Civil · Service 
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Commission. I read: Mr J C. 
Udeagbala; Elder Ogbu. I learnt that 
Mr Ogbu is ill and there is no way he 
can come to this place today. I appeal 
that we should do justice to this by 
confirming his appointment because 
sometime ago he was here in the House 
and we interviewed him. I feel that 
whatever applied to others should 
applied to Mr Ogbu. 

3. Mr Okafor Ede 
4. Mr John Okechukwu Agbaji 
5. Chief Ozor Ken Ozor. 

All the nominees should come m, 
please. 

Honourable Colleagues, before you 
are the Chairman to be and Members to 
be of Civil Service Commission, who 
have come for screening by this 
honourable House. Before I go on, I 
wish to formally inform you that they 
are physically here before you. I am 
aware that going by the list before us, I 
know some of them, but I do not know 
about one person. Hon. Okechukwu 
Agbaji, have you served before in this 
Government? 

Mr 0. Agbaji (Member designate): 
Mr Chairman, Sir, I was Chairman on 
Public Accounts when I was a Member 
of the old Enugu State House of 
Assembly. 

Mr Chairman: How did you see that 
Committee on Public Accounts during 
your tenure? (Laughter). 
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Mr Agbaji: Mr Chairman, it was 
all right. 

The Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues, my hands are tied. 
However, we have to proceed. In the 
first place, Barrister J. C. Udeagbala 
has been in the Civil Service 
Commission before now and going by 
the Constitution of this country, 1999, 
Section 199( c) he is still a Member of 
that Commission. That is what the 
Constitution says; but based on the 
invitation, eventually he is here for 
screening. This Constitution made it 
clear that any Member of the 
Commission who has not served up to 
five (5) years is still a member of that 
Commission. On that note, I formerly 
request that an hon. Member moves a 
Motion that they take a bow and 
leave. 

Mr D. A. Anih (Enugu South I): 
Mr Chairman, Sir, I stand to move 
that these young men should take a 
bow and leave this honourable House, 
because if you look at them they are 
the shakers and movers of Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) during our 
campaign. They deserve no primary 
condition. Thank you. 

Chief Whip (Mr F. Ezema): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, I have risen to second 
that Motion. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to: 
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The Members designate accordingly 
took a bow and left. 

Mr J. C. Udeagbala (Chairman
Designate): Mr Chairman, Sir, hon. 
Members of the House, may I, on behalf 
of my colleagues from Civil Service 
Commission thank Members of this 
honourable House for deeming it fit to 
confirm our nomination as Chairman 
and Members respectively. 

Mr Chairman: Nomination! We 
have not confirmed your appointment 
(laughter). 

Mr Udeagbala: We want to assure 
you that if confirmed and sworn in, we 
will do our best to serve Enugu State 
with total evidence of responsibility and 
humility. We thank you. 

(Committee Reports Progress) 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair) 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, we have done the interview 
and I wish to call on you to make 
general observations on the exercise just 
conducted. 
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Mr Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I wish to make comments 
as it affects those we have just 
interviewed. I will confine my 
statement on those for Local 
Government Service Commission and 
leave others for the rest of us. My 
position is that the Constitution having 
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empowered us in Section 147 and 198 
to perform this function, we on our 
own have done justice to , it by 
interviewing them and interacting 
with them. 

The Chairman and Members ofthis 
Commission are well known to us and 
if you look at Section 199 to 200 of 
the 1999 Constitution proper, I agree 
with it that all of them are already 
qualified to be Chairman and 
Members respectively. 

I, therefore, without wasting much 
of your time, do urge this honourable 
House to confirm their appointment. 

I will equally want to advise them 
to discharge their duties without fear 
or favour and to understand that the 
Government of Enugu State is made 
up of three Senatorial Zones and it is 
their duty to know that in carrying out 
their functions, they should always 
bring equity to bear so that in giving 
appointments and other powers of the 
Commission they should ensure that 
all persons from all parts of Enugu 
State are taken care of. Thank you. 

Mr E. Odo (Nsukka East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I stand to second that 
Motion as moved by the hon. Member 
for Awgu North (Mr Enebe). 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member 
for Awgu North (Mr Enebe) did not 
move a Motion. 
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Mr Odo: O.K. Mr Speaker, Sir, my 
main comment still remains that the 
people that have just been screened are 
true reflections of federal character as 
far as our own state content is 
concerned. It is enshrined in Section 
14(4) of the 1999 Constitution, and 
having done so, these are also men of 
proven integrity. We have known them 
very well and we are already working 
with them and always interact with 
them. I, therefore, urge the hon. 
Members of this House to confirm their 
appointment. Thank you. 

Mr Speaker: I sincerely believe that 
there is a certain stage or level where a 
person gets in this world, a woman 
becomes a man (laughter). 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I want to 
(Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: Order! Did the hon. 
Member for Udi North (Mr Njeze) meet 
the House when we were screening 
them? 

Mr Njeze: Yes, Mr Speaker, I was 
here and my comment is even an 
observation which I would wish to put 
to the House. I believe that the three 
arms of Government are working 
together for their independence, and I 
believe that each arm will, to an extent, 
give account of itself to the people of 
Enugu State. I believe that the 
Executive, to some extent, represent all · 
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the three anns, that is, the Executive, 
the Legislature and the Judiciary. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr 
Speaker, my Colleagues, I move that 
the hon. Speaker now put the 
Question. 

Question That the Question be put, 
put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this honourable 
House today, 25th June 2003 do 
confirm the appointment of the 
Chairman and Members of the Enugu 
State Local Service Commission as 
follows:-
1) Chief Lady Bernice Agbo Chairman 
2) Mrs Chinwe Chukwuanyim Member 
3) Mr Nestor Ezeme Member 
4) Barr. Anthonia Ugbene (Mrs) Member 
5) Barr. C. C. Agbo Member 

Also the appointment of the 
Chairman and Members of the Enugu 
State Civil Service Commission as 
follows; 
1) Barr. J. C. Udeagbala 
2) Elder Jonathan Ogbu 
3) Mr Okafor Ede 
4) Hon Okechukwu Agbaji 
5) ChiefOzor Ken Ozor 

Chairman 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
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PRESENTATION OF BILL 

AFRICAN UNIVERSITY FOR 
. CRITICAL, CREATIVE AND 
CARING COMMUNITY OF 
INQUIRY BILL No. 2., 2003. 

A BILL FOR A LAW TO GRANT 
PROVISION FOR THE 

ESTABLISHMENT AND 
MANAGEMENT OF THE 

AFRICAN UNIVERSITY FOR 
CRITICAL, CREATIVE AND 
CARING COMMUNITY OF 

INQUIRY (AUCCACCOI), AND TO 
PROVIDE FOR OTHER MATTERS 

INCIDENTAL THERETO. 

(Order for second read) 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, you will recall that during 
our last sitting, that was yesterday, the 
debate on this bill was deferred to a later 
date to be determined by the Rules and 

'/. Business Committee of this House. The 
Rules and Business Committee has 

.' today scheduled this again, for us to 
conclude the debate on this bill. At this 
juncture, I wish to call on those who 
have not made their contribution on this 
Bill to do so now. Thank you all. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker, yesterday, we made elaborate 
debate on this Bill proposed by the 
Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe). Education 
is the fulcrum of any formal group. 
Education is one of the systems that 
brings about development of human 
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beings. Well, talking about critical, 
creative and caring community of 
inquiry university, I think that it is a 
clear departure from the formal and 
the orthodox system of education in 
this very country. 

Critical is the ability for someone 
to look beyond the surface of any 
subject. You have to ransack your 
brain. Creative entails initiatives and 
ideas. To produce things and not to 
depend on what others have already 
produced. It is your first duty. And 
caring now means; that you should 
take your neighbour and the society as 
if they are your own. You talk about 
the economy as if it is your own-go 
about it, you move about it. You 
know that this is your own. So having 
these qualities, the only area where I 
am somehow not well vast in, is the 
Inquiry aspect of it. 

So I am saying that we should pass 
the Bill but I am urging those that will 
formulate the policies to be careful to 
think wisely and then to know that 
there are certain things that will be 
required. ·Such things should be 
looked into, whether they are there; 
whether the money to establish the 
University is there; then the number 
of Staff that will be recruited, the 
equipment. But I think that because 
this is a University which has been 
founded and sponsored by foreign 
body, this time around, if it is brought 
into Nigeria, or Enugu State in 
particular, that will be a good thing. 
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As some people said, that they have 
areas where it could be sited. I am 
saying that Awgu Local Government 
Area and Aninri have vast land and 
there are no higher institutions there. I 
am therefore proposing that if such a bill 
is passed, such areas should be 
considered. Thank you. 

Mr J . Obidinma (Oji River): Thank 
you Mr Speaker. The idea of 
establishing a University for economic 
development is good because we know 
that the cheapest economy is based on 
education. However, we must take 
some precautions in doing this. In 
addition to supporters of this Bill who 
spoke so far, I can give my own support 
to the Bill. I want to take myself a bit 
away. I want to say that provisional 
approval be given to it for two reasons. 
Mr Speaker, with a provisional approval 
given by His Excellency, during the 
period of operation, you might begin 
activity as proprietor. (Interruptions). 

Mr Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, Point of Order! My Point of 
Order is based on the rules of debate 
and passage of the Bill into law. We 
either pass this Bill into law or not. 
There is no provisional passage of this 
Bill. Thank you very much. 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member for 
Oji River (Mr Obidinma) can see that at 
this stage of the Bill we are trying to 
look at the merits and demerits, that is 
the general principles of the Bill. So, if 
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he has anything contrary or why he 
thinks that the University should not 
be established, he can say it. If he is 
in support that the University should 
be established, he can tell us. Like the 
hon. Member for Awgu North (Mr 
Enebe) said, a Bill is either passed or 
it is not passed. You do not pass a 
Bill half way. So, if he still wants to 
contribute on the issue on the Floor, 
he can go on. 

Mr Obidinma: Thank you Mr 
Speaker. Like I said earlier, we need 
not over-flog the issue of determining 
the passage of this Bill because the 
Speaker is not Enugu State . I want to 
align myself fully to the passage of 
the Bill with the precaution that the 
proprietor should as much as possible 
do all that is written in the proposed 
University. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo-Eze North): 
Mr Speaker, Sir. I want to make an 
observation on page 8 of this Bill, that 
is Section 9 which says: The President 
shall be the Chief Executive of this 
University. When one of the Members 
was speaking, he talked about the 
Proprietor opening up. On the issue 
of who owns the University, it is 
established like one-man business and 
the efficiency of such University will 
depend much on the life and 
capability of the owner and that 
person will not live for ever. We 
know the person who has the intention 
of establishing this University. He is 
a capable person, now a professor, 
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who has been running Institutions. But 
he is not going to live forever therefore 
... (Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: Let me help the hon. 
Member for lgbo-Eze (Mr Onyeze). You 
are the Chairman of House Committee 
on Education. Am I right? It is your 
right as the Chairman to call for a 
meeting for this Bill. Also, this Bill has 
been committed to that Committee 
which you are the Chairman. Now, you 
called for public hearing. I think I am 
right. 

Mr Onyeze: Yes, you are right. 

Mr Speaker: Now you have not 
reported out, we are still expecting your 
report. I told you yesterday that the 
contributions made by Members here 
will guide you in writing your report. 
Some of these issues, as you are the 
Chairman, will be helpful to you. 
During the Committee work, you will 
decide what to say. The President, like 
the Bill stated, should be the Chairman 
or whatever. You can as well liaise with 
the Sponsor of the Bill. You can as well 
liaise with the Presenter of the Bill to 
know what the Bill is all about. By the 
time you have interviewed these people 
you will now know exactly where you 
are going. What we are talking about 
are the advantages and disadvantages of 
the Bill. We do not intend to look into 
the aspect of who becomes the head of 
the University. If you do not agree with 
some of the issues canvassed in this Bill 
you make your own submissions. You 
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can also make amendments; if the 
proposed amendments are carried, it 
will stand or we throw off the 
amendment. Are you getting me. So, 
let us make progress. 

Mr Onyeze: Mr Speaker, you 
advised me yesterday as an ordinary 
Member of the House that I should 
make my own submissions on the 
Floor of the House, because as the 
Chairman of the Committee I do not 
have the privilege of saying this in the 
Committee. My submissions 
therefore are based on some 
highlights in the Bill. Thank you. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): 
Thank you Mr Speaker. I welcome 
the way and manner the debate has 
been going on. This shows that the 
law we are going to make is good in 
its entirety. I have peculiar points in 
some of the issues raised during the 
contributions. The President of this 
University is in person of the Rev. 
Father Professor Stan Ani. He is a 
well-known figure in this State. The 
President of the Institution will come 
and go and another will replace him 
just as we have Vice Chancellor of a 
University that replaces another. On 
the issue of land, the University has 
acquired about 150 hectares of land 
around Emene which is just within the 
immediate vicinity. They have 
another site within the New Haven 
area of Enugu. On the issue of 
Library, they have one of the largest 
within the operational site. 
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Mr Speaker, Sir, I have said 
clearly that I am very happy over this 
Bill. The purpose of the Bill is to re
introduce reasoning in our primary, 
secondary and tertiary institutions. 
This will remove violence from our 
Institutions. What is happening now 
will not happen again because Pirate 
confraternity was introduced in the 
University of Ibadan in the year 1952 
by Wale Soyinka and others. Their 
aim was not for cult purposes. The 
motive was for just and egalitarian 
society but what we see today which 
has even extended outside the 
University Community is shocking. 
Mr Speaker Sir, I appeal to hon 
Members to contribute effectively to 
this all-important Bill with a view to 
giving it accelerated passage but if 
they are all through, I then will move 
that the Question be put. 

Mr Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker Sir, my question is on the 
Motion he has just moved. In the rule, 
is it proper for the Mover of a Motion to 
move that the Question be put? 

Mr Speaker: I do not think it is the 
duty of anybody to move that the 
question be put. If the Sponsor of the 
Bill decides to move that the Question 
be put, I do not think there is anything 
wrong there . So, I believe that the 
Motion is in order. 
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Mr M. Njeze (Udi North) : Mr 
Speaker Sir, I want to know if we 
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should have the report of the 
Committee before the Bill is read the 
Second time. 

Mr Speaker: It does not matter. 

Mr Njeze: I second the Motion 
moved by the Deputy Speaker. 

Question That the Question be put, 
put and agreed to: 

Bill accordingly read the Second 
time. 

Mr Speaker: Hon. Colleagues, the 
Bill on the African University for 
Critical, Creative and Caring 
Community of Inquiry Bill NO. 2, 
2003 has now sailed through the 
second stage. I wish to thank 
everybody for his contributions. I 
wish to thank the Clerks-at-Table. I 
thank you all and say May God bless 
you. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
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Please, if you know you have not 
completed your asset declaration form, 
do that immediately and submit it to the .· .. 
authorities concerned. i i 

iT 
: ~ 

If you have not submitted your 
account number for your salary, do that 
immediately to avoid any 
embarrassment. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
stand to . move that the House do 
adjourned till Tuesday 81

h July, 2003 at 
lOa.m. 

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo Uwani) : Mr 
Speaker Sir, I second the Motion. 

Question put and agreed to: 

Resolved: That this House do now 
adjourn till Tuesday, gth July, 2003 at 10 
a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 2.18p.m. 
•• ~~ .~ .. 
• , ? 

Mr Speaker: The House ~-

Committee on Judiciary, Public 
Petitions, Ethics and Privileges will 
meet on the rising of the House at the 
Conference Room. 

There will be another meeting of 
the House Committee on Women 
Affairs, Social Development and 
Economic Affairs on the rising of the 
House at the usual venue. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Tuesday, 8'h July, 2003 

(!'he House met at 3.00p.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 
' 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEIDNGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues our Votes and Proceedings 
No. 8 of Wednesday, 25th June, 2003 
are before the House. I have gone 
through them to my mind, they appear 
to be correct. However, in keeping with 
the Rules of the House, I need your 
comments to give them legal backing. 
Thank you. 

Mr E. U. Eze (Udenu): Mr Speaker 
Sir, I have equally gone through the 
Votes and Proceedings No. 8 of 
Wednesday, 25th June, 2003 and have 
found them to be correct. I therefore 
move for the adoption. Thank you Sir. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues, I stand to 
second the Motion that the Votes and 
Proceedings of our last sitting be 
adopted by this House. Thank you, Sir. 
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Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of 251
h June, 

2003 accordingly adopted. 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member for 
Uzo-Uwani (1'11r Chigbo) did not move 
his lips. I was watching him very 
closely. Is he opposing the adoption of 

• the Votes and Proceedings? 

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo-Uwani): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I strongly supported the 
adoption of the Votes and Proceedings 
of our last sitting. (Prolonged Laughter) 

Mr Speaker: I will now move to 
item four on the Order Paper. I am 
sorry that we are not going to discuss 
very much this afternoon. The House 
was not anticipating to sit today, 
because of the nation-wide strike which 
was called-off this morning. However, 
the House hurriedly decided to sit to 
enable us adjourn formally to a later 
date. Once again, we do not have much 
to discuss this afternoon. Possibly, at 
our subsequent sitting the Order Paper 
will be loaded as usual. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Mr Speaker: The House Committee 
on Education, Science and Technology 
will visit the following Boards on 
Friday, II th July 2003:-
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i) Post Primary Schools Management 
Board (PPSMB) will be visited at 
10a.m. 

ii) State Primary Education Board 
(SPEB) will be visited at 1 p.m. on 
the same date. 

Thereafter, the Committee will hold 
a joint meeting with the House 
Committee on Education and Judiciary, 
Public Petitions Ethics and Privileges 
on Monday 14th July, 2003 at 10a.m. 
The Venue is the Conference Hall of the 
Assembly. This notice was signed by 
the Chairman, (Mr M Onyeze). 

The Principal Officers of the House 
will meet on Thursday, 1oth July, 2003 
at 12 noon. Venue: Conference Hall. 
Thank you. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader of the House: Mr Speaker 
Sir, I rise to move that the House do 
now adjourn till Tuesday 151

h July, 
2003 at 1 Oa.m. prompt. Thank you, Sir. 

Congratulations 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
rise to second he Motion for 
adjournment moved by the Leader of 
the House. In doing so, I want to use 
this opportunity to congratulate the 
President of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria, President Olusegun Obasanjo 
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and the President of the Nigerian 
Labour Congress (NLC) for their ability 
to resolve their differences in the 
present nation-wide strike action and 
their ability to call-off the strike 
impasse. Thank you, Sir. 
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Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourn till Tuesday, 15th July, 2003 at 
10a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 3.30 p .m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 
' 

Tuesday, 15th July, 2003 

(The House met ·at JO.OOa.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) · 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEIDNGS 

Mr Speak~r: H,onourable 
Colleagues, our Votes and Proceedings 
of Tuesday, gth July, 2003, are before 
us. In keeping with the Rules of this 
honourable House, I have gone through 
them, found them to b~ exactly what 
transpired on the said day. However, I · 

' 
·need your comments to enable us give 
them legal backing. Thank you. · 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have actually gone 
through the Votes and Proceedings of 
our last sitting and found them correct, I 
therefore, move for the adoption o( the . 
Votes and Proceedings as correct 
recording of what transpired that day. 
Thank you. 

Deputy Leader (Mr P. Anikwe):. Mr 
Speaker, Sir, hon .Colleagues, I have 
equally gone through the Votes . and 
Proceedings and to the best of my 
knowledge, I found them to be correct, 
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hence I second the Motion for their 
adoption. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday, 
8th July, 2003, qccordingly adopted. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

MJtter of Urgent Public 
I I . 
j mportance 
I 

Mr A. thigbo .(Uzo Uwani): Mr 
I . 

Speaker, SiF, hon Colleagues, I have a 
matter of U~gent Public Importance, and 
I wish to !appeal to the honourable 
House of ~nugu State Assembly, to 
suspend Or4er No. 25, which says that 
every Motioh must be on notice because 
of the urgency of the matter before it. 
Thank you. 

Mr J. U. Onoh (Enugu North) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second the Motion 
moved by the hon Member for Uzo 
Uwani (Mr Chigbo). Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Condemnation of the Alleged 
Abduction of the Executive Governor 
of Anambra State and the Role of the 
Nigerian Police in the Unfortunate 
Crisis. 

Mr Chigbo: Mr Speaker, Sir, hon 
Colleagues, on Thursday, 1oth July, 
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2003, some forces attempted · a coup 
d'etat against Governor ·. Chris 
Nwabueze Ngige of Anambra State. 
This has brought another dimension to 
the question of whether Nigerians l}.ave 
clearly understood · the princ.iples of 
democracy, and if they do, ~hetper they 
are ready to practise it according to . its 
rules. In · 'an ·'apparent rape of 
democracy, on the eve of the visit by 
president George W. Bush ofthe United_ 
State, a country that is . a prime ' 
supporter of democracy in Nigeria, the 
police was used to perpetrate a situation 
that would have created "' ''security 
problem in Anambra State. 

The question is~· did gove~or Ngige .· 
resign? How did he resign? Why did he 
resign? Was the . police supposed to 
have arrested him if he· had resigned? If 
his resignation letter had been passed to 
the Speaker of the House of Assembly
how would that have created Se¢urity 
problems for Anambra State? '·; 

Under Section ·· 306(5) of the 1,999 
Constitution, it is stated inter alia: The . · 
notice of ihe resignation of, the . 
Governor and of the Deputy Governor · 
of a State · shall respectively · b~ · 
addressed to the Speaker of the House 
of Assembly. Though this · condition 
may have been · fulfilled by the 
allegation · of the Speaker · of the . 
Anambra State House of Assembly, 
Mrs Eucharia A~odo; tiuit she • had 
received Governor · Ngige's ' letter of · 
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resignation, there is no Constitutional 
provision for the arrest of a governor in 
any form on account of his plan to quit. 
There is ·· no provision in the 1999 
Constitution which empowered a police . \ . 

Commissioner, an · Assistant Inspector 
General of Police or even the IG of 
Police ofNigeria to effect a house arrest 
of an Executive Governor. 

Section 308 (1(a), (b), (c) ) of the 
1999 Constitution specifically states that 
a · serving president, vice president, 
Governor or Deputy Governor cannot be 
brought under arrest for any Civil or 
·Criminal proceeding. It reads:-

Notwithstanding anything to the 
contrary in this Constitution but subject 
to subsection (2) of the Section: -

a) No civil or criminal 
proceedings shall be instituted 
or continued against a person 
to whom this section applies 
during his period in office. 

b) A p ,erson to whom this section 
app'lies shall not be arrested or 

L 
imprisoned ·during thcit period 
either in pursuance of the 
process of any Court or 
otherwise; and 

c) No . process of any court 
requiring or compelling the 
appearance of a person to 
whqm this section applies, shall 
be applied or issued. 
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In the political history of Nigeria, 
state governors were put under arrest 
after military coups, not by the ,police, 
but by soldiers loyal to such a · military 
regime. And under such situation, there 
has to be a decree outlawing such a 
civilian democratic administration 
which the military overturned. 

To further buttress the atrocities 
committed, sections, 188, 189, 190 and 
191 of the Constitutio~ spells out how a 
Governor will ·cease to hold · office. 
While section 188 provides · for the 
impeachment processes, section 18 9 
deals with a case of permanent 
incapacitation of the governor on 
medical grounds. But section 191 states 
that the deputy governor of a state shall 
hold the office of governor of the state if 
the office of governor becomes vacant 
by reason of death, resignation, 
impeachment, permanent incapacitation 
or removal of the governor from office 
for any reason in accordance with 
section 188 or 189 of this Constitution. 

However, Section 190 states the way 
by which the governor's personal 
decision not to continue iri office can be 
expressed: 

Whenever the governor transmits . to 
the Speaker of the House of Assembly a 
written declaration that he · · is 
proceeding on vacation or that he is 
otherwise umible to · discharge the 
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functions of hi's office, until he transmits 
·j(j ' the Speaker ;oJ the House of Assembly 
a written declaration to the contral'y 

. such functionS, shall be discharged by 
the Deputy ; Governor as Acting 
Governor. 

CONCLUSION 
To refresh your memories my hon. 

Colleagues, sometime this year the 
Governor of E~ugu State Dr Chimaroke 
Ogbonnia Nnainani presented a lecture 
titled Political Oodfatherism in Nigeria, 
whereby he condemned what happened 
in Anambra State which was originated 
by godfatherism. For the meaning of 
democracy - th,e Rule of Law I suggest 
the following re:solutions: 
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1. That :Enugu State House of 
Assembly is in total support 
of th,e adoption of all the 
resolutions contained in the 
communique issued by the 
South Eastern Governors 
meeting held in Enugu on 11th 
July 2003. 

2. 

3. 

That Enugu State House of 
Assembly has acknowledged 
this act of treason and felony 
and urge the government to 
enforce all necessary legal 
steps ! to resolve this 
disrespectful act. 

That Enugu State House of 
Assembly is in total 
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functions of his office, until he transmits 
·j(j ' the Speaker of the House of Assembly 
a written declaration to the contrary 
such functions shall be discharged by 
the Deputy Governor as Acting 
Governor. 

CONCLUSION 
To refresh your memories my hon. 

Colleagues, sometime this year the 
Governor of Enugu State Dr Chimaroke 
Ogbonnia Nnamani presented a lecture 
titled Political Godfatherism in Nigeria, 
whereby he condemned what happened 
in Anambra State which was originated 
by godfatherism. For the meaning of 
democracy - the Rule of Law I suggest 
the following resolutions: 
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1. That Enugu State House of 
Assembly is in total support 
of the adoption of all the 
resolutions contained in the 
communique issued by the 
South Eastern Governors 
meeting held in Enugu on 11th 
July 2003. 

2. That Enugu State House of 
Assembly has acknowledged 
this act of treason and felony 
and urge the government to 
enforce all necessary legal 
steps to resolve this 
disrespectful act. 

3. · That Enugu State House of 
Assembly is in total 
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to the good people of Anambra State to 
understand what has happened and 
quickly and appropriately resolve the 
matter. 

If he had acted otherwise; opened his 
mouth and said let there be fire, this 
time we will be talking about state of 
emergency. But, the able Governor 
exhibited maturity by taking the matter 
calmly and appealing to the good 
people of Anambra State, that not 
withstanding what happened, they 
should take the matter very calmly. I 
very much praise the Governor for what 
he did. The good people of Anambra 
State are also saluted because under that 
situation some people may believe that 
democracy has been raped following 
that unexpected circumstance in this 
country. Because out of provocation 
they are expected to be frustrated, but 
still they were determined to get their 
leader. Where the Governor said "no, 
my people, take it easy", and they took 
it easy, otherwise they would have done 
what would have led to other situations. 

This is a very good innovation and 
other leaders in this country should 
emulate Dr Chris Ngige so that when 
such a situation occurs you have to 
search your heart and think of what is to 
be done very seriously so that by the 
time you come up with your decision, it 
is going to be a decision that will be 
taken and accepted by everybody, and 

232 

at the end, our nascent democracy will 
definitely survive. 

Mr Speaker, I am strongly in 
support of the Motion for the 
condemnation of the barbaric attitude 
which some miscreants in Anambra 
State meted on the Governor of 
Anambra State. Thank you. 

Mr P. Anikwe (Ezeagu): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen from my seat 
to support this Motion with a lot of 
reasons and they are : (1) everyone of us 
is disturbed when, as of today, we ask 
ourselves why is it that this particular 
act took place in Igbo land; (2) that 
almost every Governor under the PDP 
in the South East and even in the South 
South received their new mandate for a 
second tenure except in Anambra State. 
(3) it was in 1999 that most of us came 
to acknowledge it or even knowing it for 
the first time the issue of Bakassi, why 
in Anambra State? ( 4) I continue to be 
uneasy when one refuses to appreciate 
the caliber of human beings in Anambra 
State. It is not an over statement for us 
to believe that this Anambra State is 
highly blessed with most intellectuals in 
the South East, such as the former Vice
president of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria, you talk of the former leader of 
the defunct Biafra and so many other 
highly placed intellectuals. But today 
we continue to ask ourselves in view of 
this ugly incidence why have they all 
kept mute. 
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So, in Igbo land we have our fellow 
hon. Members of the House of 
Assembly, the Ohaneze Ndi Igbo, they 
are yet to talk on the issue. This House 
of Assembly condemns the act, because 
the role played by the Anambra State 
House of Assembly should not be 
desired. It would not have been 
possible if the State House of Assembly 
have a cordial relationship with the 
Chief Executive in order to move the 
State forward . This mumbo jumbo. 
situation in Anambra State calls for a 
reflection. Then it appears that the 
entire system is hackneyed. The entire 
organigram is galvanized. The entire 
machinery is anachronistic, it is almost 
disjointed. The Enugu State House of 
Assembly is more concerned and calls 
for immediate reconciliation between 
the Chief Executive and the hon. 
Members of the House to move 
Anambra State forward without bias so 
that the people of the State will freely 
walk around in Igbo land. This type of 
ugly event would never take place in 
Yoruba or in the Northern States or in 
the South South. Why Anambra State? 
Why Anambra State? 

So, Mr Speaker, there is no need 
delaying this Motion, but there is a 
lacuna between the House of Assembly 
and the Deputy Governor. Let us pray 
and urge our Colleagues in the · 
Anambra State House of Assembly to 
take a redress, to go back fully with the 
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Governor, to embrace him in order to 
enable us move forward . We can only 
do that by coming out openly, in our 
own good work as Members of House 
of Assembly in the South East. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am calling on you 
to equally summon a conference of 
Speakers from the South East to pass a 
similar resolution on the act because 
that will be an aberration on democracy. 
On this strength I call on you Mr 
Speaker to now put the question. Thank 
you. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Member 
for Ezeagu (Mr Anikwe), it appears that 
other Members of the House would 
wish to contribute to the Motion. Thank 
you. 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, the event we are talking 
about in this Motion is the one which 
every true democrat should have a 
function. The incident is quite 
condemnable as it is an abomination. 
Therefore I strongly support The Motion 
and I wish to add that what this people 
did is not just a mere attempt to topple 
democracy, it is in fact an assassination 
of the true wish of the people, an 
assassination of democracy. 

However, in my constituency we 
have an adage. We normally say that if 
you do not want to witness the presence 
of the lizards, you do not bring in a 
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firewood infested with ants into the 
house, because firewood infested with 
ants is a direct invitation of the lizards. 

My addition to the prayer is that this 
honourable House should call for a 
thorough investigation of the issues that 
led to this attempt to truncate 
democracy in Anambra State. That is to 
say we should encourage an 
investigation to find out if Dr Chris 
Ngige actually signed those documents. 
If he actually signed any of those 
documents, whether willingly or under 
duress, it means that he is not worthy to 
hold forth for the people of Anambra 
State. In the event of his actually 
signing them, or reading them as we 
saw on the television, he should 
honourably resign from his position as 
the Governor of the State. When he 
fails to do that, the House of Assembly 
should go ahead and liberate the people 
of Anambra State from such a dubious 
man, by impeaching the Governor so 
that a credible leader could replace him. 

That will be a good example for 
those who patronize god-fatherism. If 
he actually signed those document for 
his godfather, it means that the god
father is the Governor of the State, and 
not the puppet Governor, and he no 
longer serves the will of the people but 
the will of the god-father. So, if the 
people of Anambra State are liberated 
from the god-father, then democracy 
will have a strong pillar to stand, so that 
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in future elections, the god-fathers can 
go to hell and leave the people to decide 
who will be their leader. 

It is based on this that I plead with 
this honourable House to pass this 
Motion. But if the investigation proves 
that Governor Ngige did not sign those 
things, then all those who are involved, 
those who adducted him and their 
collaborators should be given treatment 
as people who committed treason so that 
our people will begin to know that it is 
not only when military men carry out 
coup d'etat that we apply the full weight 
of the law. When our leaders and our 
policemen carry out coup d'etat, and it 
fails, they too should face the full 
weight of the law. On this, I rest my 
case. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, I think that the hon. 
Member for Udi South (Mr Njeze) 
proposed an amendment. If it is the 
wish of the House that the amendment 
be included in the Motion, somebody 
should second the Motion for 
amendment. If not, we make progress. 

Mr M. Njeze: The amendment is to 
call for an investigation into the realities 
of the signing. 

Mr P. Anikwe (Ezeagu) : 
Investigation by who? Enugu State 
House of Assembly or who?. 
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Mr Speaker: He is calling on the 
authorities to carry out the 
investigation. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): I 
have risen to support the amendment. 

Mr Speaker: Now, let me once 
more appeal that since we have all 
agreed that we are going to support the 
communique made by the South East 
Governors and one of the points in the 
communique is that the Federal 
Government should investigate the 
causes of the crises that took place in 
Anambra State, I do not think that there 
is any need adding a separate prayer. 
So, my own opinion is that we leave the 
Prayers as it is in Prayer one above. 

Mr E. Odoh (lgbo-Etiti East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir. Apart from avoiding 
repetition of some of the prayers as was 
amended by the hon. Member for Udi 
North (Mr Njeze), the issue of signing 
or not signing is a different matter. If 
he signed under duress or even by force, 
as far as I am concerned it is not the 
law. So we should not give room to 
undemocratic processes to carry out . 
duties . We are not strangers in lgbo 
land and we know that in Anambra 
State such things are not uncommon. 
But then, the issue is that even if he 
signed, there are possibilities when 
somebody can sign something under 
some pressures, and as far as I know, 
that somebody can s.urvive it and come 

back to say no, this is not true . So, that 
is an addendum to fight our very course. 
On that note, I wish to support that the 
Motion be retained as it is. Thank you, 
Mr Speaker. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, is it the popular opinion 
hon. Members that we expunge the 
amendment? 

Several hon. Members: Yes! 

Mr Speaker: The Motion stands as it 
IS. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): Mr 
Speaker, hon. Members. I am very, 
very happy to stand in this very pulpit 
where the great Zik stood and 
condemned what is against the law. We 
believe that democracy is a solution to 
problems. What we are seeing in 
Anambra State today is another problem 
that calls for urgent attention. Now the 
law must take its course. Government 
should carry out proper investigation but 
when this investigation is finished 
people must be charged for committing 
felony and conspiracy. If the Governor 
has signed he should be charged. If he 
did not sign then others should be 
charged. Chief Awolowo of the blessed 
memory suffered the same fate . When 
they tried to overthrow the Federal 
Government they failed and they were 
charge for committing felony and 
conspiracy. They were jailed 
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accordingly along with the reasons 
because conspiracy and felony are 
criminal offences. And what I am 
asking is where are the elders of 
Anambra State and lgbos. You will 
agree with me that in this nation any 
success without a successor is a failure. 
Without good governance with a rich 
experience in winning the Government, 
whatever efforts one puts is a complete 
failure. And I follow others to condemn 
the action to the last. If Mr Speaker 
will permit me, may I move that the 
question be put. Thank you. 

Question That the Question be put, 
put and agreed to. 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: 
1. That the Enugu State House of 

Assembly is in total support of 
the adoption of all the 
resolutions as contained in the 
Communique issued by the 
South Eastern Governors' 
Meeting held in Enugu on 11th 
day July, 2003. 

2. As we condemn this act of 
treason and felony we urge the 
Government to enforce all the 
necessary legal steps to resolve 
this disrespectful Act. 

3. Total condemnation of political 
God-fatherism in Nigerian 
politics. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

The House Committee on House 
Services and Security will meet on the 
rising of the House in the Conference 
Hall. Also, the House Committee on 
Commerce and Industry will meet on 
the rising of the House. 

The House Committees on Education 
Science and Technology will visit the 
ministry of Education Science and 
Technology and other Tertiary 
Institutions in Enugu State on Friday 
181

h day of July 2003, as follows:-
i) Ministry of Education- 10 am 

ii) Enugu State University of 
Science and Technology 
(ESUT) - 12 noon 

iii) Institute of Management 
and Technology (IMT)- 2p.m. 

The Joint Committees on Education 
and Judiciary will meet on 21st day of 
July, 2003 to discuss the report of the 
Committee on the Bill on African 
University of Inquiry. 

The House Committees on 
Agriculture and Natural Resources will 
meet today on rising of the House. 
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Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, please if you know that you · 
have not submitted the names of your 
personal assistants (staff), you should 
do it immediately; otherwise, they will 
not be pay-rolled. 

I equally wish to appeal to the 
Chairmen of different Committees to try 
as much as possible to discharge their 
duties di ligently. Also, I wish to appeal 
to the House Committee on Petroleum 
Resources and Environmental 
Management to liaise with the Task 
Force on Petroleum Products, and 
report to the House any problem 
encountered, so that anytime we come 
back to the House, we may know the 
next line of action to take. I am not 
happy at all over this present situation, 
when I go round the comer I discover 
that some of these dealers are people 
from other states. They are not selling 
fuel at the official pump price to the 
public. Some people were selling at 
N 115 and N90 per litre. So, I advise 
you anytime you find such dealers, you 
should report to the House. I will not 
hesitate to take lawful actions against 
them. 

Also, Members could move together. 
to seal off their Stations or sell out 
whatever they have at the official pump 
price. We must try as much as possible 
to put to a stop this fuel issue. It is 
either they run their filling Stations here 
in Enugu or they go .to their own States. 
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And as long as they are in Enugu here 
doing their businesses, they must 
observe the existing law and order in 
Enugu State. Therefore, if this problem 
continues we will go on drive. If we get 
anybody who sells at more than N34, 
we will sell his fuel free. Thank you. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr K.S. Ebenyi): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, hon Colleagues, I rise to 
move that this House do now adjourn 
till Thursday, 241

h July 2003, at 10 a.m. 
prompt. Thank you. 

Deputy Leader (Mr P. Anikwe) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second the Motion 
for adjournment. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this honourable 
House do now adjourn till Thursday, 

' th 24 July, 2003 at 10 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 2.13p. m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Tuesday, 291
h July, 2003 

(The House met at JO.OOa.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, Votes and Proceedings No. 
10 of Tuesday, 15th July, 2003 are 
before the House. I have gone through 
them and found them to be correct. 
However, I need your comments to 
enable us give them legal backing. 
Thank you. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr 
Speaker Sir, I have also gone through 
the Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday, 
15th July, 2003 and to the best of my 
knowledge, I found them to be correct. 
I therefore move for the adoption of the 
Votes and Proceedings. 

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr 
Speaker Sir, I have equally gone 
through the Votes and Proceedings and 
found them to be correct. I therefore 
second the Motion for their adoption. 
Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 
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Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday 
151

h July, 2003 accordingly adopted 

Mr Speaker: A Message from His 
Excellency, the Executive Governor of 
Enugu State, Dr Chimaroke Nnamani. 
The Message reads as follows: 

GHS/123/ VII/ 7 2 F' July, 2003 

The Han. Speaker, 
Enugu State House Assembly, 
Enugu. 

Dear Han. Speaker, 

NOMINATION OF 
COMMISSIONERS 

His Excellency, the Governor of 
Enugu State has approved the 
nomination of the following persons as 
Commissioners: 

1. Dr Eric Oledo 
2. Arc. Paul Eze 

Consequently, he has directed me to 
respectfully request the honourable 
House to, kindly, give their nomination 
expeditious consideration to enable 
them attend to certain state matters of 
urgent importance. 

I am fitrther directed by His 
Excellency to convey to you and the 
entire honourable House, the 
assurances of his highest regards. 

1'1'1 

(Sgd.) 
Peter Mbah 
Chief of Staff 
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Leader (Mr K. Ebenyi) : Mr Speaker . 
Sir, I beg to move that the Message . 
from His Excellency be accepted for · 
consideration on a later date to be 
determined by the Rules and Business 
Committee of this House. Thank you. 

Deputy Leader (Mr P. Anikwe): Mr 
Speaker Sir, I stand to second the 
Motion moved by the leader for the 
acceptance of the Governor's Message 
to be entertained on a later date. Thank 
you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Speaker: On this note, Mr 1 

Clerk, I request that you inform all 
those concerned to submit twenty five . 
(25) copies of their credentials to this 
honourable House and also we hope 
that by Thursday, they should appear 
for screening. Please inform them 
accordingly. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Committee Meetings 

Mr Speaker: The House Committee 
on Public Accounts will meet on the 
rising of the House, right inside the 
Chamber. 

The House Committee on 
Agriculture and Rural Development 
will visit the Ministry of Agriculture 
(ENADEP and Fertilizer Distribution 
Agency) on Friday, 1st August, 2003 by 
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1 Oa.m. All the Members will depart by 
9.30a.m. 

The House Committee on Health will 
meet today at the Conference Room on 
the rising of the House. 

There will be an inaugural meeting of 
the House Committee on Public Utilities 
on 291

h July, 2003 and the venue is the 
Conference Hall on the rising of the 
House. Attendance is mandatory. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I hereby move that the House do 
now adjourn till Thursday, 31st July, 
2003, at 1 oa:m. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgli South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second the 
Motion. 

Question put and agreed to 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourn till Thursday, 31st July, 2003 at 
10a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 12.1 Op. m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursday, 3r' July, 2003 

(Fhe House met at IO.OOa.m.) · 

PRAYERS 
. 1'/ 

"· 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, our Votes and Proceedings 
of Tuesday, 291

h July, 2003, are before 
us . I have gone through them; to the 
best of my knowledge, I found them to 
be correct. However, I welcome every 
comment, if any. Thank you. 

Mr D. Ani (Enugu South I): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, hon Colleagues, I have 
gone through the Votes and Proceedings 
of our last sitting and found :them 
correct, I therefore, move for · their 
adoption. Thank you. 

Mr A. C. Nnadi (Igbo-Etiti West I): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I have equally gone 
through the Votes and Proceedings of 
our last sitting, and found them to be the 
true reflection of what we discussed. I · 
therefore second the Motion for their 
adoption. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday, 
29'h July, 2003 accordingly adopted. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

INTERVIEW OF 
COMMISSIONER-DESIGNATE 

Leader (Mr K. Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, my hon Colleagues, before we enter 
into item No. 4, may I beg to move that 
we step down the interview of one of 
the Commissioners Designate - Mr Paul 
Eze, second Commissioner for Uzo
Uwani, until a later date to be 
determined by the Rules and Business 
Committee of this House. Thank you. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second the Motion 
as moved by the Leader of the House. 
Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I 
move that the House now resolves itself 
into the Committees of the Whole 

• House. Thank you. 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second the Motion 
moved by the Leader of the House. 
Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 
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INTERVIEW OF THE 
COMMISSIONER-DESIGNATE 

(CONSIDERED IN THE 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

HOUSE) 

The Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues, you will recall that during 
our last sitting, we had Messages from 
His Excellency, the Executive Governor 
of Enugu State, Dr Chimaroke 
Nnamani, to proceed with the interview 
of the Commissioners Nominee in 
Enugu State. Along the line, there was . 
a development which made it possible 
for the House to move a Motion that 
one of the nominees should step down. 
In view of that development, we have 
only one Commissioner nominee to be 
interviewed on that note . Therefore, I 
wish to call on the Sergeant-at-Arms to 
let Dr Eric Oluedo (Commissioner 
Designate) to come in for the interview. 
Thank you. 

The Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues, before you is one of the 
Commissioners-designate, Dr Eric 
Oluedo. He is here based on the request 
from this honourable House following · 
his appointment as a Commissioner in 
Enugu State. He is here on your 
invitation for interview as a 
Commissioner in Enugu State. His C. 
V. is before you, Members can now ask 
him questions. 
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Mr M. N. Onyeze (Igbo-eze North 
I): Mr Chairman, hon Colleagues, I have 
gone through the resume of the 
Commissioner designate and it appears 
from the C.V. that he is· an active 
member of the party but he was not in 
the Executive Committee, I have a 
question for him. You were working for 
the government from behind, can you 
tell this honourable House the sector 
that impressed you most for the past 
four years and the sector that did not 
impress you which you hope to make 
positive changes as a member of the 
State Executive Council. 

Commissioner Designate (Mr Eric 
Oluedo): Mr Chairman, hon Members 
of this House, the sector which I think 
that impressed me is the provision of 
public utilities in the state and the sector 
that needs a touch is the publicity of 
government programmes and policies, 
'in fact dissemination of government 
policies and projects because sometimes 
the public may not be aware of 
government infrastures. Thank you. 

The Chairman: Well, I don't know, 
has the Commissioner designate 
answered the question? Is the answer 
complete? Well he has not talked on the 
sector that did not impress him. 

Mr Onyeze: The impression which 
you hope to make as a Member of the 
State Executive Council so that at the 
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end of the four years, you can be 
assessed froin what you said here. 

Mr Oluedo: As a team player, I will 
be loyal to government and show 
dedi2!tion to duties that are assigned to 
me by the government especially in 
areas of giving democratic dividends to 
the people which is upper most. As a 
matter of fact, as a Medical Doctor, I 
have performed well in the last four 
years. If as a Medical Doctor I am 
given an opportunity to direct the affairs 
in any sector, my duty is to make sure 
that the government is stabilized. I will 
serve with dedication and humility. 
With these attributes, I will discharge 
my duties. I don't know whether I have 
answered his question. I don't want to 
go into specifics. 

Mr C. 0. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Chairman Sir, I have risen to contribute 
to question time on the Commissioner 
designate, Dr Oluedo. I have gone 
through his Curriculum Vitae and I 
want him to quickly give us a run down 
of what is contained in the curriculum 
vitae. 

Mr Oluedo: In the C.V., I gave my 
name as Dr Eric Maduabuchi Omire 
Oluedo. I was born on 16th May 1960 
from Achi Agu Community in Oji River 
Local Government Area now Enuguagu 
Autonomous Community in Oji River 
Local Government Area. I hold M.Sc 
and B.Sc from University of Nigeria in 

,,, 

.. , 
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1984. At the university, I was the 
Secretary General and Clerk of the 
House of Representative of Ozobu 
House. Where I did my NYSC, I was 
the Director of Medical for the Youth 
Carpers. I established a r~f hospital in 
1991 when Enugu State was created out 
of the former Anambra State and 
Doctors in Enugu State were called on 
by the Ministry of Health to come and 
work for government. I was one of the 
new doctors who came in 1991, and 
served in various capacities. I was 
Assistant Sole Administrator, State 
Health Management Board for the State. 

In 1999 I was Acting Director, 
Medical Services, Ministry of ·Health 
and also the Head of an Inspectorate 
Division. I rose from the rank of 
Principal Medical Officer to Chief 
Medical Officer Grade Level 16 in the 
Specialist Hospital. Last year, I was 
appointed the Transition Chairman of 
Oji River Local Government and that 
brought me into the political forum. 
After that, I became the Co-ordinator of 
Ike-Ekweremadu's Senate campaign 
organization and before that I was the 
Chairman of the Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) campaign organization for 
the House of Representatives. And I 
was also the Chairman of Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) caucus in Oji
River and I was as well, a Member of 
1 O-man electoral Committee in Enugu. 
Mr Chairman, thank you. 
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Leader (Mr K. S. Ebenyi): Dr Eric 
Oluedo, you are a powerful Medical 
practitioner in Enugu, can you tell the 
honourable House whether you are a 
Member of the Nigerian Medical ,, 
Association, Enugu Branch since that 
was not stated in your Curriculum 
Vitae. Thank you. 

Dr Eric Oluedo Yes, I am a member 
ofNigerian Medical Association, Enugu 
Branch. As a matter of practice, I was a 
Vice-Chairman, Enugu State Civil 
Service Medical Association. In fact, I 
was the Returning Officer when the 
present Chairman of the Nigerian 
Medical Association was elected, that 
was either 1997 or 1998 at Lagos.: 
Thank you. 

Leaving Certificate since it is not 
contained in his Curriculum Vitae (CV). 

Mr Oluedo: I am sorry, I attended 
Community Primary School at Enugu
Abo-Achi where I obtained my First 
School Leaving Certificate in 1971. I 
am sorry, I did not include it here, 
please. I will include it as soon as I 
leave here. You are all aware that we 
have a problem of light, it was only 
yesterday that the Commissioner for 
Justice/Attorney-General helped me to 
make photocopies of these ones I sent to 
you people. I am sorry, I will include it 
and make it available as soon as 
possible. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Chairman, my hon. Colleagues, he has 

Mr E. U. Ezeh (Udenu): Mr answered enough questions, I therefore 
Chairman, Dr Eric Oluedo, this your move that he should take a bow and ,, 
long Curriculum Vitae (CV) contains ,,~ leave this honourable House. 

·" the comprehensive data about you, but· , (Interruptions) 
it appears, it is not worthy of receiving 
your signature, why? 

Mr Oluedo: Sir, I am sorry, I can 
sign them now. We are not asked to 
sign C.V. but I did not know that I 
should sign the one coming to you. I 
am very, very sorry. I can sign them 
now. 

Mr E. Odo (Igbo-Etiti East): Mr 
Chairman, I do not need to talk very 
much but it will interest me if he can 
give us the date of his First School 
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The Chairman: No! Order! The 
man representing him is here and the 
man should say something. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 
Chairman, the young man before us has 
so far discharged his role very well and 
I therefore support the Motion that he 
should take a bow and leave this 
honourable House .... (Interruptions) 
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Several Members: No! Point of 
Order! The hon. Member for Oji River 
(Mr J Obidinma) should go on. 

Mr Obidimma: I beg to second the 
Motion that he takes a bow and ,leaves 
this honourable House because from his 
antecedence, he has special qualities. If 
we have people like him, 0 God, I 
believe they will help the Governor to 
bring more democracy dividends to 
every nook and cranny of this State. 
Thank you ... . (Interruptions) 

Several hon Members: No! No! 

The Chairman: Order! There is a 
Motion on the Floor of this House now, 
and the Motion has duly been seconded. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Dr Oluedo accordingly took a bow 
and left the Chamber. 

(Mr Speaker Resumed the Chair) 
''I 

Mr Speaker: I call on Members to 
make a kind of general statement on the 
interview, performances and 
observations. The hon. Member for 
Ezeagu (Mr P. Anikwe) should make his 
comments now. 

Mr P. Anikwe (Ezeagu): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, my observation on the 
interview is not that the interview was 
not thoroughly done, but you will recall 

1: 
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that some of these Members of the State 
Executive Council, at times, do take it 
upon themselves to dishonour, even to 
the extent of not trying to recognize an 
hon. Member when the time is due for 
that. Now that some names of those to 
be made Commissioners have been 
forwarded to us for clearance, it will be 
honourable to make it clear to them that, 
no matter wherever there may be in any 
kind of gathering, the proper recognition 
and due respect should be given to the 
hon. Members of this House. Whenever 
there is any gathering, hon. Members 
should take their seats and every other 
person follows . 

If you were there last Saturday, Mr 
Speaker, Sir, nobody was there to 
recognize or even give due respect to 
the hon. Members. Now that some of 
them are here for clearance, I think the 
first question would have been what 
does he think would be the relationship 
between the Executive and the hon. 
Members of the House. That should be 
made known to them so that there 
should be cordial relationship between 
the Executive and Members of the 
House. 

Mr Speaker: That is a very good 
observation. Well, I am not holding 
brief for the Commissioner designate, 
but I have known him for sometime. He 
is a complete gentleman and I think 
other people should emulate him. He 
has respect for every human being he 
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comes across. I have come across him 
severally, and I have noticed that. I 
think his behaviour will be very, very 
fine. Thank you. 

Mr J. N. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, the last speaker, the 
hon. Member for Ezeagu (Mr Anikwe) 
has spoken on the very important areas 
which has been noticed on several 
occasions. I think Protocol should be 
held responsible for that aspect he 
touched. I think that proper 
arrangement for hon. Members seats 
should be made in any event that takes 
place in this State, no matter the place, 
the hon. Members seats should be 
reserved for them. 

It is not only the Executive that are 
responsible for that, it is Protocol, 
because if the arrangements are so poor, 
when some people come they sit down 
anywhere and sometimes they just 
move to anywhere arranged for them . 
and the Protocol Unit will just look and 
will not do anything. It is very bad 
indeed. 

Then on the other aspect, I believe 
that whoever this honourable House 
clears, wen; it will be good to remind 
him that he should remember to give 
respect to the hon. Members, but I have 
my observation. It is the statutory duty 
of the Protocol Unit to do all these 
things because they should know that it · 
is very good to have cordial relationship 
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between the Legislature and the 
Executive. I am not praying that there 
should be problem somewhere, but if 
there is any Member of the Executive 
Council, like Corrimissioners that is 
cleared by this House, and he or she 
does not give us that necessary respect, 
well, there may be somewhere we can 
come across each other and we will 
definitely remember that he does not 
respect us. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr Speaker: Thank you very much. 
I believe that there is no problem, but 
everything has its own time. This is not 
the time to talk about who gives respect 
and who does not give respect. We 
would not like to generalize the issue. 
At the appropriate time we would be 
able to address the problem. Let us 
speak on the issue we have on the 
ground. 
jlt 

•! 

· Mr Eze (Udenu): Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
just want to inform Members that the 
respect for the hon. Members lies in our 
hands. It will be proper if this 
honourable House draws out just a kind 
of Protocol list. The Naitonal Assembly 
has done it at the Federal Level. Some 
States have done it. It is not out of 
place. 

Mr Speaker: Order! The hon. 
Member for Udenu (Mr Eze) should 
address the issue on the ground. At the 
appropriate time, we will address that. 
We can treat that as a separate issue. 
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Deputy Speaker (Mr D. 0. Atigwe): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I remain hon. Atigwe 
David representing Igbo-Eze North II in 
this great Parliament. Mr Speaker . . . 

- !! 
(Interruptions). 111 

''I ,, 

Mr Eze: On a Point of Order. Mr 
Speaker, Sir, in the Constitution of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria or in the 
Rules we use here, there is no where we 
are referred to as Parliament. It is 
referred to as this honourable House. 
Thank you. 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member for 
Udenu (Mr Eze) should state the 

· difference between parliament and 
House of Assembly? 

Mr Eze: I am saying that in our 
Constitution there is nowhere we are 
referred to as Parliament even in the 
Rules we use here, there 
parliament in it. 

1s ,, no 
i'l 
,IIi 

"• 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member for 
Udenu (Mr Eze) should guide us. That 
is why I am asking him the difference 
between Parliament and House of 
Assembly? 

Mr Eze: There is a differ~:qce 

between the two. There is a difference 
between hon. Emma Eze as a person 
and another person ... 

Mr Speaker: What is Parliament? 

,, 
~~~ 
''• 
IIi 
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Mr Eze: They are two different 
things, Parliament is collateral. The 
collateral is the system in place and we 
are operating a presidential system of 
Government, therefore if one is talking 
and uses unconstitutional language, it is 
not in our system. We have to maintain 
that. That is what I am saying. Thank 
you. 

Mr Speaker: I am surprised that you 
are bringing in a different statement this 
morning. I want Members to look at 
this issue critically. If its is the popular 
opinion of Members that we will never 
use that word, parliament, we will know 
today, because I know that tomorrow we 
people will still come up with the word 
parliament. 

Mr P. Anikwe (Ezeagu) : Mr 
Speaker, going by 201

h Century 
Chambers Dictionary, we will come to 
appreciate the fact that a 
Parliamentarian is a Law-maker and a 
Law-maker is a Parliamentarian. You 
will find it absolutely difficult to have a 
dear-cut distinction between an 
honourable Member and a 
Parliamentarian. In other words, we 
know that the proper usage of the word 
parliament can suitably suit in a 
parliamentary system of government but 
in the presidential system, if somebody 
confronts you tomorrow, the simplest 
word to use is that I am a 
parliamentarian. If you do not want to 
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say, I am an honourable Member, you 
can simply say, I am a parliamentarian. 
The two words are inter-changeable:; 
they are inter-twin; they are integrated 
and inter-woven. 

'I• 

lit. 

So I do not think that we should ·' 
quarrel over it. Thank you. 

Mr M . Njeze (Udi South): Mr 
Speaker, the purpose of a man opening 
his mouth is to convey a meaning. The 
word parliament and the word assembly 
means virtually the same thing. So, if 
you want us to know that you are 
referring to those people who are sitting . 
together to make laws, use any language 
that conveys the meaning to us. It does 
not matter if it is a language that is 
peculiar to the Britons or the Americans 
or even the Swiss. Provided your 
meaning is conveyed in English 
language. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Ill 

Mr Speaker: Thank you very much. •'~ ,, 
I do not need further explanation on this :: 
matter. I quite agree with the 
submissions of these bon. Members. 
This honourable House receives series 
of letters from outside this country and 
some are addressed to the Speaker, 
Enugu State Parliament. I can never 
say that those letters are not meant for 
us. In view of this development, the 
point of order raised by the hon. 
Member for Udenu (Mr Eze) is ove~
ruled. 
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Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): 
Thank you Mr Speaker, I am still on my 
feet. I am sure that we belong to the 
Common-Wealth Parliamentary 
Association and that they are going to 
have their next meeting in Bangladesh 
this August. 

Thank you for protecting me. I have 
been calling my Friend the bon. 
Member for Udenu (Mr Eze) 
' honourable Eze' and it is not in our 
Rules, and yet he said that the word 
Parliament is not in our Rules. 

Honourable Members, I stand to 
speak in favour of the Commissioner 
Designate, Dr Eric Oluedo. He is a fine 
gentleman, he performed creditably in 
the party hierarchy. He is very 
hardworking, tested and trusted. In my 
opinion, I beg the House to clear him 
accordingly. 

Leader (Mr Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, I 
am personally impressed with the 
performance of the Commissioner 
Designate, Dr Oluedo. Most of us have 
known him very well. He is an active 
party Member and a very true ally 
anytime any day. And in view of these, 
Mr Speaker Sir, I move that the 
Question be put. 

Question That the Question be put, 
put and agreed to. 

Main Question put and agreed to. 
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Resolved: That this honourable 
House, today, 31st July, 2003 confirms 
the appointment or nomination of Dr 
Eric Oluedo as a Commissioner in 
Enugu State. 

NOTICE OF MOTION 
::1 
·I 

Congratulatory resolution to the 
British government for their assistance 
towards the nascent democracy in 
Nigeria and Enugu state in particular 

Leader (Mr Ebenyi): Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. May I move the Motion 
standing in my name: That the Enugu 
State House of Assembly conveys a 
congratulatory resolution to the British 
Government through the British High 
Commission and the State Co-ordinator 
of the Department for International 
Development (DFID), and the Access to 
Justice for their assistance towards the 
nascent democracy in Nigeria ' and 
Enugu State in particular. Thank you. ·li 

•fi 

Mr E. Odo (Igbo Etiti East): I 
humbly wish to second the Motion as 
moved by the Leader. Thank you. 

Leader Mr Speaker, Sir, hon. 
Colleagues, at the conclusion of the 
three-day Training Programme 
organized and funded by the 
Department for Internatiom11 
Development (DFID) in partnership 
with the Access to Justice, on Friday 
25th July, 2003, one of the decisions 

" ill 

·:; 
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reached was that a Congratulatory 
Resolution be conveyed to the British 
Government through the British High 
Commissioner; the State Co-ordinator 
of the United Kingdom Department for 
International Development (DFID) for 
funding the Programme and the Access 
to Justice for implementing same. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the only means by 
which this can be done is through the 
Resolution of the House. Before the 
Resolution, it will be pertinent to recall 
the following report recorded by the 
DFID and the Access to Justice through 
the enablement of the British 
Government:-

1 Tl 

1) Enugu State Government was 
one of the four States in the 
Federation selected in Area 2 of 
the DFID Country Strategy for 
Nigeria. Area 2 supports the 
four reforn1ing State 
Governments, namely, Benue, 
Ekiti, Enugu and Jigawa in:-
i) strategic partnerships for 

poverty reduction; 
ii) developing a poverty 

reduction strategy; 
iii) reforming key 

institutions of state and 
local government; 

iv) reform in sections which 
offer prospects for rapid 
impact on poverty, such 
as water and sanitation, 
health, education, justice 
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and rural livelihoods 
with physical access as 
high priority; 

v) reform issues in relation 
to gender and the 
environment area 
integral to the sector 
activities. 

2) A three-day Training on Team 
Building/Change Management 
and Legislative procedure for 
the Legislators and key staffers 
of the House. The State House 
of Assembly benefited as 
follows :-

i) Effective design to 
support democratic 
governance in the 
State through team 
building/change 
management and 
adherence to the 
Legislative 
principles, processes 
and procedures; 

ii) Ability to articulate a 
common 
Vision/Mission 
strategy for the 
Enugu State 
Legislature; 

3) Expectations of the Members of 
the House from the 
DFID/Access to Justice:-

i) to design an indepth 
legislative Training 
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Programme 
Legislators 
follow-up 
component; 

for the 
as a 

ii) a Networking trip to 
the United Kingdom 

to avail the 
legislators the 
opportunity of 
exchange legislative 
programme. We 
have the Tutorial 
aspect of the 
legislative procedure 
here in Nigeria. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, having given the 
above information, it is most reasonable 
that this House do now resolve as 
follows:-
a) to convey the Congratulatory 

Resolution to the British 
Government, through the British 
High Commissioner, the State Co
ordinator of the United Kingdom 
Department for International 
Development (DFID) Lynn 
Simmons, 'Ada di Ora Nma' of 
Enugu State and the Access to 
Justice, - a consortium led by the 
British Council under the efficient 
and effective implementation of 
Justice Adviser; Mrs. Gloria Egbuji 
for their assistance towards the 
nascent democracy in Nigeria and 
Enugu State in particular. 

b) the House do appreciate that the 
Enugu State Government is in the 
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DFID Pilot Programme which 
demonstrates that reform can deliver 
practical benefits to the poor and 
through the establishment of :: a 
significant HIV I AIDS support 
Programme to prevent its spread; !II 

c) the House do appreciate the various 
Programmes run by the Department 
for International Development 
(DFID) which include: Access to 
Justice, PATHS, State and Local 
Government Programme, etc. 

d) the House do acknowledge the 
benefits from the three-day Training 
on Team Building/Change 
Management and Legislative 
Procedure which are sine-qua-non to 
effective block building towards 
excellent legislative services and 
urges the DFID for more indepth 
components and Networking trip to 
the United Kingdom for an 
opportunity legislative Exch~ge 

programme. Be it moved and 1 is 
•I; 

hereby moved. ·11 

Mr E. Odo (Igbo-Etiti East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I humbly second. The 
Motion moved by the Leader which we 
are about to pass is borne out of the 
gesture of the VIP of Enugu State 
House of Assembly. Through .the 
lecture, we were able to understand the 
essence of Team work and Change 
Management in organization. And with 
little assistance one can find solutions to 
some problems of legislative strategies 
and procedures. Above all, I wish to 

'!I 
'!: 
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thank Enugu State House of Assembly 
for the active participation and guidance 
throughout the Training Programme. 
Thank you. 

1 Mr G. Chukwuegbo (Enugu South 
II) : Mr Speaker, Sir, I stand to support 
the Motion moved by the Leader (Mr 
Ebenyi) in respect of sending a 
Congratulatory Resolution to the British 
Government through the British High 
Commissioner; the State Co-ordinator 
of the United Kingdom Department for 
International Development (DFID) for 
funding the Programme and the Access 
to Justice for implementing same. 
Thank you. 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Mr 
Speaker, hon. Members of the House, I 
have abundant reason to support this 
Motion on Congratulatory Resolution 
we intend to pass, but I have just a little 
amendment to the prayers. That we add 
a prayer and have the prayer as the fifth 
prayer. That the House adopts and 
establishes to make Enugu State, a State 
that is model of good governance and 
proper democratic practice in Nigeria. 
So, that each time, we see them; we 
know what all of us are really pursuing, 
since we are opportuned to have had this 
type of training in Nigeria. Thank you, 
MrSpeaker. 

Leader (Mr KS. Ebenyi): Mr 
Speaker, hon. Members, I rise to object 
to the amendment proposed as one of 



Enugu State House of Assembly Debates 
31 July, 2003 

269 

the prayers as moved by the hon. 
Member for Udi North (Mr M Njeze) 
that is to make Enugu State a model. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, this Motion is just to 
thank them for what they have done for 11 

us and not to tell them our vision or ~~ . I 

what they should do for us. The aim of ' 
this Motion is just a thank you message. 
I do not think the amendment is 
necessary. Thank you. 

Mr Speaker: Order! The bon. 
Member for Udi North (Mr M Njeze) 
who wants ... 

Mr Njeze: Just to clarify. 

Mr Speaker: All right. 

Mr Njeze: Mr Speaker Sir, please, 
what I am trying to say is for the British 
Government to whom we are sending 
this congratulatory resolution or 
message, to understand that we, the,: 
Legislators of Enugu State are happy 
and also to let them know our vision'' 
which they helped us to formulate. This 
will enable them appreciate more the 
efforts of their Agents in Nigeria and 
what they are doing. This is the intent I 
want to add to the message. Thank you. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, why I said that the 
amendment should not be added is that; 
it is just like I organize something for 
you or your family and along the line, 
you want to send me a congratulatory 
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message or thank you message as an 
appreciation, then in the message you 
add again what you will like me to do 
for you. This is what this addition looks 
like and it is unnecessary. We have told 
them that we are going to benefit 
immensely from the United Kingdom 
Department for International 
Development (DFID). This our vision 
should have been an internal 
arrangement, that is, what we should 
discuss among ourselves. So, I do not 
see why it should be part ofthe prayers. 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo-Eze North I): 
Mr Speaker Sir, I stand to support the 
Motion for passing a Resolution to 
congratulate the British Government 
through the British High Commissioner, 
through the State Co-ordinator of the 
United Kingdom Department for 
International Development (DFID) in 
respect of the three-day workshop which 
we had at the Protea Hotels, Nike Lake 
Resort. Obviously, the specific 
objective of that workshop was devised 
really to help Enugu State and all of us, 
especially, the new Members of this 
House. It has made us to be more 
confident and as a matter of fact, we 
were really educated in legislative 
procedures. We are very grateful for 
that gesture and hope that other 
organizations, and may be, this House 
will organize similar seminars for us so 
that we will continue to enhance our 
capability. In fact this workshop 
actually has not only built in some better 
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functions into us but it gave us more 
confidence because most of the 
legislators had never undergone any 
training. This workshop has also gi¥en 
us high spirit and we can now perf9,rm 
better. Without training to become 
qualitative legislators we cannot better 
the lives of our citizens. Because of 
what I have gained from the workshop, 
I support the Motion by the Leader of 
this House so that we can send a 
congratulatory message to the British 
Government thanking them for their 
kind gesture. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr 
Speaker, hon Colleagues, I am very 
much delighted about this Motion in the 
sense that the British Government has 
helped us immensely in various areas. 
They have helped us in the ar~a of 
infrastructural development in Nigeria; 
in providing pipe borne water, health ,, 
services, and other amenities that, will 
be of benefit to us. On the other hand, I 
am also happy about our workshop 
which was conducted at Protea Hotels 
Nike Lake Resort. We gained a lot of 
experience there and most of us who are 
very new in this House are very happy 
about the help they gave us to carryout 
our legislative work. On this note, I 
urge all my fellow Colleagues to do 
favour to this beautiful Motion by 
passing it. Thank you. 

Mr J. N. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I support the Motion. 

;II 
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The training was well art~culated and 
this is the second session, and from all 
indications, since after the training, 
Members are poised to work harder. I 
vv;ould want the hon. Member who 
proposed the Motion to please 
remember what I think would be our 
own, that · we went to overcome, we 
learned and we appreciated. Also we 
should be issued with certificates of 
active participation which will serve as 
evidence of our participation. 
Whenever we remember that we 
participated in such a workshop, we will 
feel happy. This can be our own 
internal arrangement, it will not be bad 
if we get it. Thank you. 

Mr E. Obidinma (Oji River) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I am happy standing to 
support the Motion as moved by our 
Leader. I support it because, it will give 
respect to this State, and the House in 
'particular. We learnt a lot actually. Not 
only that (Interruptions) . 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member for 
Oji River (Mr Obidinma) should not 
mind that side talk, go on. 

Mr Obidinma: O.K. Mr Speaker, I 
will not talk much, but to urge this 
honourable House to support the 
Motion. In fact, I move that the 
Question be now put. Thank you. 

Question That the Question be put, 
put and agreed to: 

! I 



,1· I 

l· I 

q, 

,, 

Enugu State House of Assembly Debates 
31 July, 2003 

273 

Main Question put and agreed to: 

Resolved: 
1. That this honourable House 11, 

conveys a congratulatory . \\~ 
resolution to the British I• 

Government, through the British 
High Commissioner, the State 
Co-ordinator of the United 
Kingdom Department for 
International Development 
(DFID), Lynn Simmons, 'Ada di 
Ora Nma' of Enugu State and 
the Access to Justice, - a 
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PATHS, State and Local 
Government Programme, etc. 

consortium led by the British · , 

4. The House do acknowledge the 
benefits derived from the three
day Training on Team Building, 
Change Management and 
Legislative Procedure which are 
sine-qua-non to effective block 
building towards excellent 
legislative services and urges the 
DFID for more indepth 
components and Networking trip 
to the United Kingdom for an 
opportunity to Legislative 
Exchange programme. 

Council under the efficient and 
effective implementation Justice 
Adviser, Mrs Gloria Egbuji for 
their assistance towards the 
nascent democracy in Nigeria 
and Enugu State in particular. 

2. The House do appreciate that the 
Enugu State Government is in 
the DFID pilot Programme 
which demonstrates that reform 
can deliver practical benefits to 
the poor and through the 
establishment of a significant 
HIV I AIDS support Programme 
to prevent its spread. 

3. The House do appreciate the 
various programmes run by the 
Department for International 
Development (DFID) which 
include: Access to Justice, 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, you will recall that when we 
were constituting the House 
Committees, I made it clear that no 
Member should be in more thari four (4) 
Cortynittees in this House. So, I believe 
we will 'do justice to ourselves to be able 
to trim down Members of these 
Committees to ensure effectiveness. I 
have not seen a Member who belonged 
to seven or nine Committees, there is no 
way one can co-ordinate these 
Committees. 

So, I am not going to be in a hurry 
or think out what we are going to do 
over-night. I just want to re-arrange the 
Committees so that at the end of the 
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day, one will not be a Member of more 
than four ( 4) Committees. 

You will also recall that one of us, · 
the han. Member for Nkanu · W ~st, 
(Lucky Chukwu) became the Chai~an 
House Committee on Information. 'He 
is now a Commissioner in this 
Government, and his position has been 
vacant. I wish to announce that the new 
Committee Chairman for Information, 
Youths and Sports in this House is now 
the han. Member for Udi North (Mr M 
Njeze). 

You know that before now, the han 
Member for Udi South (Mr Njeze) was 
the Chairman House Committee on 
Health and going by the arrangement, 
whether official or non-official, 
principal Officers should not belong to 
Committees, but based on the situation 
on the ground, the Leader of the House 
(Mr Ebenyi) will act as Chairman of,the 
House Committee on Health, till further 
notice. I did a kind of re-shufflement of 
the Committees but because of want of 
time, I will not announce it now. May 
be by our next sitting, I will be able to 
give you a round-down. 

The only one that is very clear to me 
now is that the han Member for Enugu 
East II (Mr Ugwu) is now a Member of 
the House Committee on Education. 
The other ones will be announced later. 

' ;II 
'II 
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Trips 

The House Committee on 
Agriculture will be visiting the Ministry 
of Agriculture, ENADEP and Fertilizer 
Company, tomorrow by 9.00 am. The 
Chairman said that by 9.30 am on 
1/08/2003 the Members of the 
Committee will depart the Assembly 
Complex for the visit. 

The House Committee on Public 
Accounts will make the following trips:
Wednesday 6th August, 2003 - Water 
Corporation 10.00 noon - ENTRACO 
12.00 noon - LGSC 2.00 pm. All the 
Members are mandated to attend. 

Inaugural meeting 

There will be an inaugural meeting of 
the Committee on Chieftaincy matters, 
Culture and Tourism on the rising of the 
House at Room 05. 

Please if you want to make an 
announcement, indicate your office 
room number. I assume that everybody 
has gotten an office now, so that it will 
be very easy to locate. 

Committee meetings 

The House Committee on petroleum 
and Environmental Management will 
meet immediately on the rising of the 
House at Room 21 5. 
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The House Committee on Commerce 
and Industry will meet on the rising of 
the House at Room 09. All the 
Members are expected to be there. 

The House Committee on Local 
Government; Inter-parliamentary 
Relations and State Independent 
Electoral Commission (ENSIEC) will 
meet tomorrow by 10 a.m at Room 110. 

Visit 
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honourable Member but unfortunately 
something happened. I am therefore 
begging you respected honourable 

·Members. May your hammers that are 
up come down. I have pleaded to the 
Chairman on Business and Rules of the 
this great honourable House. Please 
consider me. 

Several hon. Members: On what? 
. Consider you on what? 

Mr Chigbo: I am pleading on behalf 
The House Committee on Education of my brother. Clear my brother as 

will visit the Ministry of Education on 
Thursday, i.e . today 31st July, 2003. 
The Committee Members will depart 
from here. Members should please take 
note. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr Ebeny i): Mr Speaker, 
hon. Colleagues, I stand to move that this 
honourable House adjourn till 10 a.m on 
Tuesday, 5th August, 2003. 

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo Uwani): Mr 
Speaker Sir, my Colleagues hon 
Members, while seconding the Motion 
for adjournment, I am here pleading; 
my knees are on the ground. 

For some of you who know me very 
well, today has been my happiest day. 
Before now, I had been visiting here as 
Special Assistant to the Governor but 
today, I entered here as a respectable 

Commissioner. 

Mr J. U. Onoh (Enugu North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, please the hon. Member 
for Uzo-Uwani (Mr Chigbo) should 

. elucidate his point. I will appreciate it if 
he could do that. 

Mr Speaker: Please, go on and 
forget about his point. 

!II 
'f.·. Question put and agreed to. 

' H 
'i· I 
•f ! 

· Resolved: That . this House do now 
adjourn till Tuesday, 5th August, 2003 
by 10 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 1.30 p .m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Tuesday, 51
h August, 2003 

I 

(!'he House met at JO.a.m.) .. I 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

.. f 

11 ' 

Mr Speaker: Order paper No. q, 
Tuesday 5th August, 2003 item 3. 
Honourable Colleagues, our Votes and 
Proceedings No. 12 of Thursday 31st 
July, 2003, are now before the House. I 
have gone through them and to the best 
of my knowledge, I think they are 
correct however, I need your comments. 
Thank you. 

' 
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Proceedings and found them to be 
correct. On the strength, I second the 
Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings accordingly 
adopted. 

Mr Speaker: Item 4, Order of the 
day - interview of Commissioner 
Designate (Arch Paul Eze). 

Leader: (Mr Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I move that the House resolves itself 

•! into a Committee of the Whole House to 
conduct the interview. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): I 
rise to second the Motion . 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr G. 0. Chukwuegbo (Enugu ' 
INTERVIEW OF 

COMMISSIONER-DESIGNATE 
ARCH. PAUL EZE South II): 

gone .. 
Mr Speaker, I have equally 

''I 
'II 
' 

Mr Speaker: Was the hon . Member 
for Enugu South (Mr Chukwuegbo) 
around during the last sitting? Yes, Mr 
Speaker. As I was saying, I have 
equally gone through the Votes and 
Proceedings and found them to be 
correct. On that basis, I stand to move 
for the adoption of the Votes and 
proceedings. Thank you . 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East TI): I have 
equally gone through the Votes and 

~ .!·I II 

II 

I 

(In the Committee of the 
Whole House) 

The Chairman : Hon. Colleagues, 
you will recall that during our last 
sitting two Commissioners were sent to 
this House, one was screened and 
confirmed and one was stepped down 
for obvious reasons. The reasons you 
are aware was that we decided to make 
consultations. To my mind, we have 
done the consultations and because of 
that we have now invited the 
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Commissioner Designate to appear for 
screening. However, if he is around, I 
request the Sergeant-at-Arms to bring 

bim in. 

There was darkness in the Chamber 

I' 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair) 1 

Leader: Mr Speaker, I move that the 
House should take a break for 30 
minutes to enable the Plant Operators 
effect repairs and restore light in the 
Chamber. 

Mr Speaker: Let us take 15 or 20 
minutes break. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikvve): I rise 
to second the Motion . 

Question put and agreed to. 

Sitting according suspended at 12.08 
p.m. 

Sitting resumed 12.25 pm. 

(In the Committee of the 
Whole House) 

The Chairman : Honourable 
Colleagues, Architect Paul Eze is here 
before you, following your invitation, to 
appear today for screening, as a 
Commissioner-Designate in Enugu 
State government. You may ask your 
questions. 

~ 
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Deputy Leader: Mr Chairman, Sir, 
Architect Paul Eze, I have just a simple 
question for you. You know that the 
quantum and modicum of one's 
education is continuously ex-rayed in 
relation to the person's culture. How do 
you appreciate now you are appearing 
before us, as a Commissioner Designate 
vis-a-vis your qualification, in view of 
your immediate environment? How do 
yciu appreciate this your qualification as 
an Architect, and taking note of what I 
said about the quantum and modicum of 
one's education ... 

Several bon. Members: Quantum 
and modicum? 

·:, Deputy Leader: Qualitative and 
quantitative, (Prolonged Applause) How 
do you now appreciate this in view of 
you being an Architect in Enugu State 
Council of Commissionership? 

Architect P. Eze (Commissioner
Designate): Mr Chairman, Sir, 
Distinguish bon. Members, to answer 
your questions, 1 as an Architect, I 
contributed to the development of my 
in'ime

1

diate environment. I designed 
·circular buildings~ Also as an Architect, 
I try to develop all my architectural 
maps in Polytechnics where I was a 
Lecturer, before I resigned to contest 
election as a Local Government 
Chairman in 1990. And since I entered 
into politics, I contributed my quota in 

· up-lifting the life of my people by using 
my office. Thank you. 
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Mr E. C. Maduabu (Awgu South): 
Architect Paul Eze, yo u have been in 
Ada Rice since 2002 to date. As a 
General Manager and Managing , 
Director, what are your inputs into the ,,, 
Rice Company or what will yo u say is 
your achievements in the Ada Ric~ 
Company? Thank you. II 

Architect Eze: Mr Chairman, Sir, 
Distinguished bon . Members, thank you 
very much. I met Acla Rice in a 
horrible stare. It is almost gone. The 
whole thing there was vandalized and 
cannibalized and destroyed. . The 
refectory of Ada Rice was cannibalized 
and its canal has been destroyed beyond 
repairs. So, it is because of the canal 
that it is possible to cultivate Rice in 
Ada Rice. And since then, Ada Rice is · 
not functioning. The land there was 
given to the fa rmers to cultivate. 

Then what 1 did first, was to apply 
for the formation of the Board of Aq,a ' 
Rice . . It was after my application to the 
appropriate Author ity that the Board 
was constituted, I routed a copy to His 
Excellency, and ex-rayed the problei11s 
of Ada Rice to him. And we had 
meetings with him, before the election 
stage. Then, I met the staff of the Ada 
Rice not being paid. They were being 
owed so many months arrears of 
salaries. And I did my best to push in 
their names in the estimates which are 
re-occun:ing into this years budget, with 
a view to making sure that they will be 
paid. 

2 ~4 

I am st ill contacting government 
House to see that the money is released 
so that we should pay their salaries. 
There is nothing much l can do in Ada 
Rice alone, without the Government's 
input. Thank vou. 

' -
' 

Mr J . Anichukwu (Nkanu East): 
Architect Paul Eze, when did you 
actually serve ·your National Youth 
Service Corps (NYSC). Thank you. 

Architect Eze: fVlr Chairman. Sir. 
served in the year 1983 to 1984 session 
in Kaduna Polytechnic In the 
Depaiiment of Arch. 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, can Architect Paul Eze 
tell Lis some of his achievements as the 
former transitional Chairman in his 
Local Government. Th ank you. 

Architect Eze: fVlr Chairman, Sir, as 
a former transitional Chairman, my 
Primary assignment was to see to the 

' successful condLICt of the "last general 
election. I die! not contest the election to 
the seat of the Transitional Chairman . 
So my duties were s pecii~ ed. And I 
successfully delivered PDP in Uzo
Uwani during those elections. Thank 
you . 

Mr E. Eze (Udenu): Architect Paul 
Eze, l can see that the highlight of your 
achievements as the Chairman of the 
Council was merit 8W8rd by the NUJ 
Enugu Swte Council. Could you please 
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enlighten the achievements which 
merited yo u this award? Thank you. 

Architect Eze: Mr Chairman, Sir, 1 
did not think, Sir, that it is my duty to 
say exactly what made Enugu State 
Council of NUJ to give me this award. 
But if you ask me to say, the few things 
I did as Trans itional Chairman of Uzo
Uwani Local Govemment, that can be 
said, 1 will enumerate them . 

They were passing through Omor, 
Umungbo which incidentally is in Oyi 
Local Government Area of Anambra 
State to go to Umulokpa. Immediately I 
came in I embarked on the 
rehabilitation of Nrobu -Umulokpa 
Road, built so many culverts on that 
road including a new bridge and that 
road has remained motorable ever since. 
We can now go to our Local 
Government Headquarters without 
passing through another state. 
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infrastructure like electric ity and water. 
and you know thm it is a very serious 
capital inten sive project 11hich you do 
not expect the Local Government to 
sponsor. ln fact, l motivated my people 
politically, created serious political 
dwareness, and it was duri;ig my time 

. that youths in Uzo-Uwani started getting 
ihvolved in politics . I can still go on 

, a'J1d on, but you know it is a long time. I 
left office in 1993. 

Mr M. 0. Onyeze (fgbo-Eze North 
I) : Mr Chairman, Sir, my question is, 
Arc. Paul Eze, the other day you were 
not interviewed and today you are being 
interviewed. How did you feel th8t d8y 
and how are yo u going to feel if' yo u at·e 
confil·med as Commissioner designate. 

Arc. Eze: Honestly, I was kind of 
flabbergasted on that very day because 1 
did not know my prob I ems., I could not 
guess out my problems, until it was 
clear to me that the House wa nted to 

Now there wet·e you ng men who resort to further consultations and whe n 
were actually terrorizing people in the I went home on Saturday, some people 
areas. I embarked on mass employment . ~ere asking me and I said to them don't 
and I brought that terrorism within the y6u people know that I have earned 
score. We developed market stalls for I s'om~ titles in my life. I am a Chief, an 
internally generated revenue, we built Architect and an honourable and my 
many new schools and rebu i It many. names were mentioned without any of 
You know Uzo-Uwan i Local these prefixes and I was called Mr Paul 
Government Area is an old Local Eze, may be the House was trying to 
Government. A Local Government confirm the Paul Eze that was being 
created in 195 I by the Local referred to and that was how I took it 
Government Ordinance of 1950. Yet no .. (Laughter). 
Community has electricity or pipe
borne water. I embarked on feasibility 
studies for bringing in these desired 
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Now, if today. the House confirms 
my nomination, I will be so happy and 
feel fulfilled. Thank you. 

,I 

Mr A Chigbo (Uzo-Uwani): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, Hardly Chase said an~ l ~ 
quote, "because I cun · involved". The 

I 

Comm iss ioner-Designate here. I am the 
one representing yo u here in Enugu 
State House of Assembly. Much has 
been said about you, but it is good to 
hear from the horse's mouth and from 
the horse's mouth much has also been 
said. I can only describe the 
Commissioner-Designate as ,, my 
political mentor. 

The Chairman : Order! The hon. 
Member for Uzo-Uwani (Mr Chigbo) 
may go straight to the point. 

Mr Chigbo: Mr Chairman, Sir, 1 am 
moving a Motion that the House gives 
me support to enable the 
Commissioner-Designate, Arc. l Patti , 
Okwudili Eze take a bow and leave the 
Floor of this House. !IJ 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, I humbly wish to second 
that Motion moved by the hon. Member 
fo r Uzo-Uwani (Mr Chigbo) . 

Question put and agreed to: 

The Comrni.1·sioner-Desigriate ' 
occordingl)· took u how und /e.fi !he • 
Floor ofthe Ho use. 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair) 
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Mr Speaker: Honourabl e 
Colleagues, the interview has been 
conducted and at this point. I wish to 
have yo ur comments concerning the 
interview. 

·I 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
yo u will <~gree with me th<1t nothing has 
worked so effectively and effic ient ly as 
consultations . We h<1 ve done our 
consultations, and . if yo u watch out the 
out-come of the consultations, yo u wil l 
see a lot of equilibrium in the 

1 Commissioner-Designate. The out-
burst, comportment and impartment 
during our interview, Mr Speaker, I 
have no doubt in my mind and also in 
the minds of my hon. Co lleagues that 
this honourab le House shou ld go ahead 
and approve his appo in tment as a 
Commissioner. Thank yo u. 

Mr J. U. Onoh (Enugu·North): Mr 
Speaker, 1 appreciate his confidence and 
thC\ way he tackled his questions. Every 
question that have been asked, he 
answered them diligently. I urge that 
the House should go ahead and confirm 
his appoi ntment. 

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo Uwani): Mr 
Speaker, my respected Colleagues, I am 
supporting the last speakers and a ll that 
has been said about the Comm issioner 
Designate. I onl y wan t to rem ind my 
Ct)lleagues th<H this lllJil (.·1 rc. !)ou/ E::e) 
contributed a lot towards bringing me 
here and in making me what I am in 
poli tics . I will ClOt waste much time, 1 

144 

" II 
~I 
II 

IJj 



I
ll 
I~ ,, 
If. 

Enugu State House of Assembly Debr:ltes 
5 August, 2003 

289 

am only appealing that the Enugu State 
House of Assembly will pass him and 
confirm his appointment. 

I am therefore asking that the 
Question be put. 

Question, That the Question be put, 
put ond agreed to. 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this Hou se, today, 5 th 

August 2003 do confirm th~ 
appointment of A1:c. PaLII Eze as a 
Commi ssioner in En ugu State. 

REPORT FROM JOINT j 

COMMITTEES ON EDUCA TlON 
AND JUDICI ARY ON THE 
AFRICAN UNIVERSITY FOR 
CRITICAL, CREATIVE AND 
CARING COMMUNITY OF 
INQU IRY BILL NO . 2 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo Eze North I): 
Mr Speaker, I am the Chairman, Joint 
Committee on Education and Judiciary 
which is constituted to give detailed 
treatment to the B iII for the proposed 
University. I crave yo ur indulgence to 
present the report. 

Mr Speaker, yo u will recal l that. a 
few weeks ago, yo u constituted a joint 
committee of the Enugu State House of 
Assembly on Education and Judiciary to 
treat in detail , the Bill for a Law seeki·ng 
to grant permission for the 
establishment and management of the 
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African Uni versity for CriticaL Creative 
and Caring Community of Inquiry 
(AUCCACCOI) and to provide for other 
matters incidental thereto. 

The joint committee in her several 
sittings, interviews, public hearing and 
visitations have completed its enormous 
assignment. The report is hereby 
presented under the following sub
headings. 

I 

a) The power of the Enugu State 
House of Assembly to make 
Laws establishing a University. 

' b) The Publi'c Hearing · 
a) Out-come of Interviews with 

the Proprietor 
b) The status ofthe proprietor 
c) •1. Link with Mt. Clay University, 

New Jersey, USA. - The 
Committees' 
Recommendations . 

d) Amendments. 

A. The Powers of Enugu State House 
of Assembly to make Laws, 

11 Establishing a Uni vers ity: -

!
!' ' 
J[The 1999 Constitution of the Federal 

Republic of Nigeria empowers the State 
House of .. Ass~mbly to make laws 
establishing an institution" of Higher 
Learning. Pa1i II of the 2nd Sch edule 
which treated the Con-current 
Legislative Lists defines such powers. 
Specifically, item29 of Part II ofthe 2nd 

Schedule states as follo ws 
)iJ 

Subject as herein provided, the 
House of Assembly shall have powers to 
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make laws for the state with respect to 
the establishment of an institution for 
purposes of University, technological or 
p rofessional education. ; .ii ' 

·11i ,,, 
The Enugu State House ·of 

Assembly, therefore, relying on the 
powers vested on her by that Section of 
the Constitution ofthe Federal Republic 
of Nigeria has the power to establish or 
make laws for establishing a University . 

B) PUBLIC HEARING ON THE BILL 
FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
THE UNIVERSITY 

Mr Speaker also specifically directed 
the joint committee to conduct public 
hearing on the Bill that seeks to enact a 
law for the establishment of the 
University. 

The House joint committee on 
Education and Judiciary consequently 
conducted a wide public hearing on .the 
B iII for the proposed African U n ive rs i,ty 
for CriticaL Creative and Ca ri1~1 g 
Community ~f Inquiry on the 26t11 Day 
of June, 2003 in the main Chamber of 
the old Eastern Region House of 
Assembly. 

The Public Hearing att1:acted a lot of 
people fro m all walks of life both within 
and outside the State. Among the very 
important personalities that attended the 
Public Hearing included the Honourable 
Commissioner for Education in the 
State, Chief Clement Okwor, His Royal 
Highness, lgwe (D r) A.M . Ojuk.wu ;of · 
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Ogu i N ike, lecturers from other hi gher 
institutions, ret ired · and serving civil 
servants, journalists. students and some 
clergymen . 

During the public hearing, the 
proprietor of the proposed University 
Very Rev. Prof. Stan Anih was invited 
to talk to the people about the inst ituti on 
he intended to own and manage in th e 
State. 

Most of the people who spoke after 
him expressed the hope that the House 
would pass- it il)to law. Their major 
reason is that the University would be 
unique because of the integrity and track 
reco rds of the proprietor. They were of 
the op inion that the envisaged 
University may proffe r so lutions to 
some of the moral i li s of the society 
such as cultism, corruption, drug abuse, 
and examination mal pract ices that are 
currently pervading the soc iety. 

The public also expressed the hope 
that the University would absorb 
thousands of ou r youths \vho grad uate 
annually from Post Primary Schools but 
cannot gain admission into in st itutions 
of higher learning even though they are 
qualified . Many. of such yo uths in our 
State had been frustrated in "the past. In 
a nutshell many of the contributors saw 
the proprietor as the ''Messiah ''. 

Some of the contributors were 
however critical ab~ut the problem of 
adequate funding, exorbitant fees, 
staffing etc. The proprietor gave 
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assurances that he would not fail the 
people. 

On the whole, the general public 
appeared enthusiastic and1 were indeed 
anxious to have the University. 

C) OUTCOME OF INTERVIEWS 
WITH THE PROPRIETOR OF THE 
PROPOSED UNIVERSITY 

The Joint Committee of the HoLlSe 
on Education and Judiciary held sevei'al 
interv iews with the proprietor of the 
proposed Univers ity. During the. 
interviews, the B iII was thoroughly 
treated clause by clause and several 
amendments and inputs were made with l 
the full consent of the proprietor. 

The highlight , of th~ 

amendments/inputs in the Bill is the 
Change of name of the institution from 
African University for Criti ca l, Creative 
and Caring Community of Inquiry to 
African Thinkers University (ATU), 
Enugu. 
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on the Floor of the Hou se. The 
questions include the issue of permanent 
site, fees to be charged, quality or 
standard of- aca_demic pursuits in the 
University, funding, and continuity · or 
successorship. 

!i 

, 11: Although the proprietor did not 
j'provide practical evidences on sonie of 

· ~he issues raised, the committee was 
satisfied that, given 'his antecedents on 
ground and the stages he has reached in 
preparations for the formal take-off of 
the institution, he would be able to 
satisfy the National Universities 
Commission (NUC) during 
accreditation. 

:w 
D) VISIT TO THE HEADQUARTERS 

:.. OF THE PROPOSED UNIVERSITY 

The Joint Committee alsO' found time 
to visit the headquarters of the proposed 
University at Independence Layout, 
Enugu. Although the premises of the 
headquarters is not very large, there is a 

!,very rich library that can take hundreds 
. ' ~~of students at a tim'e. There .are also 

The Committee members canv~ssed 'construction works going on there . 
for the change of the name of the 
institution which appeared lengthy and 
difficult for an average citizen to 
pronounce and eventually succeeded in 
getting the consent of the pmp1·ietor to 
do so in a letter dated 26t11 July, 2003. 

j 
which are likely to provide more lecture ,, 
theatres in the nearest future. 

The proprietor has also done a lot of 
work to\.vards acquiring suitable 
permanent site. 

In the course of our interview with 
the proprietor, ·we trieq to explore •·· 
answers to many questions raised 

1 
" 

during the debate by the Hon. Members 
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E)THE STATUS OF THE 
PROPRIETOR 

The proprietor of the prop'ose'ct 
··•II 

University, Rev. Fr. Prof. Stan Anih is 
an outstanding scholar and indeed· 

1~ 
renowned educationist. He founded the 
Institute for Ecumenical Education, 
Thinkers, Corner, Enugu, and nurtured 
it to the status of a degree awarding 
institution. 

Rev. Father Professor Stan Anih is 
internationally recognized in the field of ' 
Philosophy and here in Nigeria he is • 
quite known as a distinguished scholar; 
specializing in productive education. 

The Reverend Father by vocation has 
also distinguished himself as a man of 
integrity and trust, not necessarily 
because he is a priest of the Catholic 
Church, but essentially for the unique 
way he ran the Institute for Ecumenical ' 

:• I 

Education, Thinkers Corner, Enugu. 
The Professor, even as a priest, has be~n 
an exemplary preacher in a secul<;lr 
society like Nigeria. He preaches and 
practices ecumenism among Christians 
and had been observed to embrace more 
Christians in the society equally. 

F) LINK WITH MONTCLAIR STA 1E 
UNIVERSITY 

The proposed University, through 
the Very Rev. Prof. Stan Anih, the 
proprietor, has a very strong link with 
Montclair State University, New Jers~y, 
U.S .A. Prof. Stan Anih is the President 
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of the African l nstitute for Critica I. 
Creative and Caring Community of 
Inquiry (AICCACCOI) which is 
affiliated to the Montclair State 
University, New Jersey. The proprietor 
is a~1ember of the fo 'llowing bodies: 
a) The International Council for 

Philosophical Inquiry with Children 
(ICPIC). 

b) Institute for the Advancement of 
Philosophy for Children, Montc lair 
State University (IAPC). 

c) Institute tor Critical Thinking, 
Montclair State University (ICT). 

The proposed University will take 
full advantage of the i'nternational 
connccti nns nf the prnprictm to the 
overall well -being of the people of 
Enugu State. 

G) RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 
COMMITTEE 

The House Joint Committee on 
Education and Judiciary, after detailed 
treatment of the Bill, interviewed the 
proprietor successfully and after 
successfully conducting publi c hea ring 
on the matter and in particular after the 
analysis of the proprietor found Very 
Rev . Prof. Stan An i, eminently qual ified 
to own and ·manage a priva!~ university 
in Enugu State. The University will be 
uf immense benefit lll the pcop k o l' the 
State and the entire n.ation. 
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H) AMENDMENTS TO THE BILL 

In view of the detailed treatment of 
the Bill, the Joint Committee mad~ 
proposals very carefully and 
recommended to the Committee of the 
Whole House for certain amendments to 
the Bill. · Mr Speaker Sir, details of the 
proposed amend1i1ents are enclosed as a 
major part of this Report which 1 will 
hand over to the Clerk of the House. 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. . 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, having 
listened to the beautiful and well 
articulated Report from the Chairman, 
Joint Committee on Education and 
Judiciary, the hon. Member for lgbo-eze 
North II (Mr Onyeze) on African 
University for Critical, Creative and 
Caring Community of Inquiry Bill Na,, 
2, 2003, may I mo ve that 1the House do 
accept the Repo11 for consideration on a 
later date. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): I 
rise to second the Motion. 

i. 
I 

Question put and agreed to . 

Report accordingly accepted 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Mr Speaket·: I wish to recognize the 
presence of a one-time hon. Member of 
this House of Assembly hon . Alex 
Ogbonnia. He is welcome, , . 

i 
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Honourable Colleagues on the ri si ng 
of the House we should proceed to 55 , 
Chime Avenue, New Haven, where we 
are having_ internet training. All the· 
rhembers are exp·ected to be there. 
1 

lr ADJOURNMENT 

I
ll . . ,i . . 

i!·Leader of the. H~mse (Mr Ebenyij :· I 
~· . rise to move that the House do na,w 

adjourn till Thursday i 11 Augttst, 2003, 
at 10 a.m. · ·· 

Mr .F. Amu (Nsukka East): I rise to 
second the Motion . · 

Question put and agreed to. 
jil 

·' Resolved: That the House do ·now 
adjourn till Thursday i 11 August, .2003 
at 10 a.ni . _ 

Adjourned accordingly at J.OOp.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA; 

Thursday. 7'/J August. 2003 

(The House met o f }(J.(J(}o nJ .) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Ill 

·"/ i/ 

1/ 

Mr Speal<er: Honourable 
Colleagues, I have gone through the 
Votes and Proceedings No. I3 , Tuesday 
5111 August, 2003. T have done justice to 
them and found them to be correct. As 
usual, I welcome every comment. 
Thank yo u. 

.. 
Mrs C. Ene (Udi South): ./~ Mr 

~II 
Speaker, T have equally gone through 
the Votes and Proceedings and l fol.rnd 
them to be correct. I, therefore, move 
fo r their adoption. Thank yo u. 

Mr D. Ani (Enugu South 1): Mr 
Speaker, in the absence or any 
amend ment l have now ri sen to second 
the Mot ion for the adoption of the Votes 
and Proceedings of our last sitting. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceeding.\· of Tuesdav. 
5' /J August. 2003 accordingly ado;Jted. 

Ill •I 
II 

_)()() 

REPORT FROM JOINT 
COMMITTEES ON EDl:J.CA TION 

AND JUDICIARY ON THE 
AFRICAN UNIVERSITY FOR 
CRITICAL CREATIVE AND 
CARING COMMUNITY OF 
INQUIRY, BILL NO.2, 2003 

(Considered in the Committee of 
the Whole Ho use) 

The Chairman: Honomable 
Colleagues. I am su1·e eve rybody has the 
copy of the report from the Cnmm it tee 
ancl rhe cnp~ ul· the o ri gi11~il 13ill . . \ 111 I 
right? 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Chairman, Sir. I do nOt have the 
original Bill. 

CLAUSE CITATION us 

amended, ordered to stand purl of the 
Bill. 

I 
CLAUSE 2 -INTERPRETATION: 
Line 1-3 - ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 

Line -+ -·· us U/1/,'t!iiC'd urdl'rl'd 10 s/uud 
pori of!he f3ill . 
l~ine 5--+0 - urdacd !u s/uurl f l£11'1 uj i/1(' 

Bill. 

Line 4 I - as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 

I 50 

Lin e 42-43 - urdaed to sfuf1(/ ;wrl ofthe 
JJ iII. 

.)' 

I ;I'. . ,r 
I 

IJ 
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Line 44-46 - as · amended. ordered to 
stand part ofthe Bill. 

The Chairman : The hon. Member 
fo r Ezeagu (Mr Anik-vve) may go 
through section I 0 for clearance. Is the 
Dep uty Leader still with us? 

Deputy Leader (lv!r ,-lnikwc!).' Mr 
Chairman, Sir, under interpretation 'The 
University', you may put question on 
the amendment which ryads 'African 
Thinkers University (ATU) and not on 
the other name because that one has 
been ovel'laken by the amendment. 
That is what I am say in g. 

Several hon . Members : Yes, yes ! 

CLAUSE 2 (INTERPRETATION) - As 
amended, ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 

PART II - ESTABLISHMENT AND 
FUNCTIONS OF THE UNIVERS ITY 

CLAUSE 3(1) - ordered to stand part 
ofthe Bill. 

CLAUSE 3(2) - as amended, ordered 
to stand part ofthe Bill. 

CLAUSE 3(3) - (4) - ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 

CLAUSE 3(5) - as amended, ordered 
to stand p ort of the Bill. 

CLAUSE 4: - as amended, ordered to 
Stand Part of the Bill. , 

.1 02 

CLAUSE 5: - as amended, ordered to 
Stand Part of the Bill. 

Marg inal Note - as amended, ordered to 
Stand Part of the Bill. 

CLAUSE 6: - (ESTABLISHMENT OF 
ICP IC) 

li. 

"' I!' Mr J. U. Onoh (Enugu North): Mr .,, 
Chairman, whe~:e it says that other 
interested institutions in the State, it 
should instead he other interested 
insriturions in rhe narion. 

151 

An hon. Member: The State here 
means the nation . 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo Eze North 1): 
Mr Chairman, what we have in mind 
he're is Enugu State and there is nothing 
wro ng in an individual in Enugu State 
belonging to an international 
organizat ion. So. we con I~ ned ou1·sc I ves 
to the State. 

Mr Onoh: Mr Chairman, in that 
ca'se, it has ·to read , that the University 
may fo rm the Enugu Branch:· 

\It I 
''Mr Onyeze: Our reason for choosing 

African Branch is th at in the Inst itu tion 
to which it is currently affiliated, the Mt. 
Clay University, it . is known as the 
African Regional Branch, and no other 
coLmtry in Africa has been a llowed to 
have it. 

' ~ 

tl 
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Deputy Speaker (Jv!r Atigwe) Mr 
Chairman, in the interpretation clause,1 
there is nothing like nation. What -r,· e 
have is State. :I 

The Chairman: Are you aware that 
in the interpretation clause, there is no 
place where nation is mentioned? 
There is no point putting what is not in 
the interpretation in the B iII. 

Mr M. Njeze . (Udi ' North): Mr 
Chairman, l believe we can just solve ·1 

the problem by removing in the State .. 
It will now be The University shallform 
a State branch of I. C.P.l. C l·Vith other 
interested institutions. It will have the 
same meaning and at the same time 
have enough room to accommodate any 
other institution that is interested 
whether inside Enugu State or outside 
En ugu State. 

,, 
Mr Onyeze: I think, if we wa1~t to' be 

more benevolent it should have been 
The University shall form the ,1fi"ican 
Branch of the l.C.P.J.C with other 
interested institutions. So we remove In 
the State. 

The Chairman: So, we recast it 
thu s, The University may fbrm the 
African Branch ol the l.C.P.J.C 1vith 
other interested institutions. .,, 

'" 
CLAUSE 6- (ESTABLISHMENT OF 
ICPIC) 
As amended, ordered to stand part of 
the Bill. 

,I 
:!J 
I 
I 

30-1 

CLAUSE 7 (A -F) - ·( FUNCTIONS OF 
THE UNIVERSITY) - ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 

I 

CeAUSE 8(1)(a-d)
(ESTABLISHMENT OF COUNCIL 
FOR THE LIN JVCRSITY ) - us 
Wlli.!.!7dec/. ordered to 1/m}(./ JWI'I o f tin· 
Bill. 

CLAUSE 8(1) (e-j)
(ESTABLISHM-ENT OF ··COUNCIL 
FOR THE UNIVERSITY) - as 
ar(1ended ordered to stond jJUrt of' the 
Bill. 

CLAUSE 8( I) (k) 
(ESTABLISHMENT OF COUNCIL 
FOR THE UNIVERSITY) - as 
amended, ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 

CLAUSE 8(2) - (ESTABLISHMENT 
OF ' COUNCIL FOR THE 
U'f'JIVERSITY) - os on1ended, ordered 
to standpurt oj'Lhe Bill. 

The Chairman: Clause 9 
PRESIDENT OF THE UN IVERS ITY 
There is an amendment. In lin e one and 
in the marginal note delete President 
and insert Vice Chanc:e/Lor; thus the 
Vice Chancellor shall be the Chief 
Executive ofthe University. 

152 

Amendment put and agreed to. 

CLAUSE 9 - as amended ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 
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CLAUE I 0- ESTABLISHMENT 
OF ACADEMIC BOARD, 
EXAMINATION BOARD, 
CULTURAL REVIVAL 
COMMI SSION -ordered 1o stond pori 
ofthe Bill. 

The Chairman: Clause IT 
MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL ~ 
There is an amendment in 11 (1 ). 
Rearrange the Subsection to read I I ( 1) 
(a). 11(1) (b) . 11(1) (a) In line one 
insert of this section after subsection 2, 
thus; Subject tQ . subsection 2 of this 
section the Council shall meet for 
dispatch of business at such times and 
places as the Vice Chancellor shall 
appoint. Note: Delete President any 
place it appears in the B iII and insert in 
its place Vice Chancellor. 11(1) (b) 
insert the clause A quorun·,· shall be 
formed provided the Proprietor and or 
the Vice Chancellor is presenl along 
with 213 of the various units that made 
up the Council (8) (I) (a-k) . Is II(!} 
(b) clear? 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): 
There is something in this Board. It is 
provided that the Vice Chancellor and 
the Proprietor or .Chief Executive must 
be present with 2/3 of the members ·of 
the unit before a meeting holds. So if 
the Vice Chancellor is not there the 
meeting should not hold, if the Vice 
Chancellor travels? 

Mr Onyeze (Chairman Education 
Committee) : Mr Chairman it said 011(/ 

or .. 

. I 

·The Chairman : Expunge 11 (5) .·· 
entirely from this section. The 
Committee recommends that we 
expunge section I I (5) t'rom the original 
Bill. The original bill states - The 
Council shall appoint a Secretary to the 
Council · who shall attend to · and 
rn'aintain the office of the Council at the 
University. 

Iii 
jl' I 

.. Mr Onyeze: If you look at 8U) The 
Registrar of the Uni~ersity who shall -be .. 

· the Secretary. The Registrar of . the 
University is also the Secretary . to the 
Council. There is no need of asking the 
Council to appoint a Secretary. 

Amendment put and agreed to. 

I ' 

CLAUSE 11 - os amended, ordered t(; 

slcmd parr oj'lhe /Jill. 

Clause 12 FEES, AND 
ALLOWANCES FOR THE · 
MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL: There 
is an amendment in line 1, delete may 
and insert shall thus : There shall be paid 
td 'the Members ofth_e Council, or cmyof 
tfi'em such fees or · allowance.s· jOT' . 

· el penses or both as the .Proprietor may 
dltermine. · · 

Mr Onoh · (Enugu North): . If the 
Proprietor is to determine the fees to be 
paid and the same proprietor in I 1 (1) (b) . 

, subject to 2/3 must be present before a 
meeting of the Council , the Council 
should detem1ine the J'ees and 
allowai1ces . 

11: 

153 

o · 

c 

.!' · · 

, . 

.,, 

I I , , 

'. ~ .. 
!:• 

·!··· 
. ;·lo ,: 

·· ·:.t: 
o lo · 

: . ::.,:· 
·i··l 

!•.•, 

'·t" 
ii 

I L 

• ·~I 

·! ·· 

' ,, 
.. ... ! .,, 

: .. ( ~ 

. : ! ~ 
' .. ..: ~1. 

' 'r:. 
. t :! 

'• 
·r l 

• ' !.; 

; !' 

'·f. 

: . L 

' ·. ·t 



'. 
I 
). ·r ,. 
't·· · ! 

l : ' . 
I t• .. I ' 

I <' I ·' 
I · ,· , 

(I I' I I 

i! ' t , l ,, 

r. 

!, ... 
: ~ ' 'I •\ 

; , ,• .. l 

,, 
f ·• t .l 

,; 
I• 

) 

f •' 
.I 

I 

1'1 
~ 

C> 

~ 

;. 

0 

Enug u State !-louse of.'·lssemb/y Debates 
5 A ugusl. 2003 

307 

I ' ] t+' 

The Chairman: The proprietor 
knows what is in the purse. j' 111~ . · 

M r Onoh: lf the proprietor i ~ a 
member of the Council he 1 should 
approve with them. 

The Chairman: I do not agree with 
you, he knows what is good . 

Deputy Leader: . Mr Chairman who 
appo ints the Members of the Council? . 

II 

·Iii 
Mr Onoh: If that is the ~~' ca se, 

withdraw. 

Amendment put and agreed to. 

CLAUSE 12 -as amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. ·· 

CLAUSE 13 : (FUNCTION jt
1
oF 

COUNCIL OF DEANS) - as amended, 
. ·!II ordered to sand part of the Btl!. · 

IJ.' 

CLAUSE 14 - as amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

Mr Njeze (Udi No11h): Mr 
Chairman. if yo u recal l, thi s very 
Clause contravenes what is .. saiq in 
Clause 4. We said something about 
ensuring that the University sets a good 
standard and this standard will make a 
provision for adeq uate staff 
remunerat ion . If we leave tbe 
determinat ion of what to pay to wo rkers 
or other office staff to the Proprietor, l 
am afraid that quality may be 

I 

,1 j~ 

ii 

308 

compromised because it wi II not attract 
a very reasonab le rel'nuneration. So we 
suggested that whatever remuneration 
they will pay should be in line with 
what is obtainable in other Uni versities 
in Nigeria, whether it is State 
Universities or Nat ional Uni versit ies. 
Let it not be in the hands or· the 
Pmprieto1· or in the hands of the 
Appointees. 

Mr Onyeze .(Igbo-Eze North ): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, I want to· · draw yo ur 
attention, to say that there is a 
di st incti on between the intentions of 

' Clauses 12 and 15. Clause 12 is talking 
about someth ing yo u give to the Cou ncil 
only, that is, the,ir al lowances or 
whatever. While Clause 15 is talking 
about salary scales of all the workers in 
general. And why we even inserted the 
word 'Lecturer' is to allow them to 
move to any other University or some 
p~op l e who are teaching in any other 
University to come through th at place 
knowing fu ll y wel l their sca le . So 
Clause 12 is ta lking about the position 
of Council Members while Clause 15 is 
talking about sa lary of work~rs. 

CLAUSE 15: (CONDITIONS OF 
SERV ICE) - ordered to stand part of 

. the Bill. 
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CLAUSE 16 (b)- as amended, ordered 
to stand part of the Bill. 

CLAUSE 17 - The School fees to be 
paid by the students should be 
determined by the Proprietor and the 
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Council. ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 

LONG TITLE- agreed to 

CITATION- agreed to. 

COMMENCEMENT: The comme'n
cement day of this Bi ll is today, the i 11 

day of August, 2003. 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair) 

Leader: (Mr Ebenyt): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, now that the Bill has been panel~ 

beaten by the Committee of the Whole 
. . I 

House, may I move that the Bi ll, as 
amended, be read the Third time. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second that 
Motion as moved by the Leader of the 
House, that the Bill, as amended, be 
now read the Th ird time . 

Question put and agreed to. · 

Bill reported out of Committee with 
amendments, read the Third time and 
passed 

Mr Speaker: Hon. Colleagues,' the · 
Afr ican Thinkers Univers\ty Bill which 
is a Private Member Bill sponsored by 
the hon. Deputy Speaker (Mr Atig1ve) 
has beenpassed into Lavv. 

l wish to thank those of you that 
contributed in one way or the other, 
especially the Chairman, . Jo.int 
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Committee on Education and · Judiciary 
(Mr Onyeze) for a wonderful job. So, 
thank you very much. I also thank my 
Colleagues who n1ade wondetlul . · 
contributions during. the debate on the 
Second reading. I thank yoLi for · your 
contributions. · 

1
The Clerks-at-Table, I extend · my .. 

heart-felt congratulations. And to· 
everybody, including the press, I wish to . 

I' .. . 

state that this is the first private member 
Bill we are passing during this Session. 
I wish that everybody should try as 
much as possible to work towards . . 
having this type of Bill passed here. 

So, I thank all of you for . your 
wonderful contributions and say to God 
be the Glory. ·' 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 
1 

1·1· "' ,, '· ~ ' 

· Mr Speaker: ' ~~~ 
1. I have a letter from one 1fjv1r 

Ejiofor An in wene. It reads: q , 

Ugwu-Aji Awkunanaw 
Enugu South Local Govt. Ared· 
Enugu State, 
Nigeria. 
5'11 August, 2003. 
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office in according some befitting burial 
ll'h ich yourfimller cu/leogue d!!serves. 

Thunks 

Sgd. 
Ejiofor Anlnwene·· 
on behalf of the fam ily. 

Honourable Colleagues, yo u hea rd 
the request. In other words, they are 
now ask ing th at the corpse be brought 
here tomorrow. On that note , vve are 
going to have a special sess ion. So, the The Speaker, ,, 

Enugu State House ofAssembly, :;;; 
Enugu State. 

Sir, 

; • corpse wi ll be lying here tomorrow 
morning at about 10 or 11 a.m., all 
Members are expected to be here to 
receive the corpse. 

BURIAL NOTJFICAT!ON 

We the entire family of late hon. 
Sunday Jim Ogbodo of Ugwu-Aji, 
Awkunanaw in Enugu South I Ldcal 
Gove1~nment Area, Enugu State '\jlof 
Nigeria wish to draw your attent(on 
about the death of your former member 
of the House in Second Republic whose 
sad event took place some time early 
July 2003. 

We the family H•ish to present the 
corpse to the State House of Assembly 
Complex on the 8'h day ofAugust 2003: 
Though it was arranged on the 22"d 
August 2003. bUI later ac,ljusted down to 
0 111 A d · o ugust, · ue to sorne ctrcwnstances 
beyond our control. We, therefore 
appeol to you for such short notice. 11Ve 
also appeal to you, sir, to use your good 

" 

,,, 
:I 

'jl: 
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·I 

Committee Meet in gs 

2. The House Comm ittee on 
Information, ;t ouths and Sports 
shall be inaugurated today in 
Room I 09 immediately after the 
ri sing of the House. 

3. The House Com mittee on 
Women Affa irs and Socia l 
Deve lopmen t will meet today on 
the ri sing of the !-l ouse in th e 
Chairman's Office, Room 012. 

4. Thet:e wil l be a me~ting of the 
Committee on Hou se Services 
on the ri sing of the House, Room 
I 03. 

5. There wi ll be an inaugural 
meeting of the House Committee 
on specia l duties and Econom ic 
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Development todayon the ri sing 
of the House, Room 219, 
Membns include: l\1essrs 

/\ nicllllkwu .l ohn. Chainm111: 
Lmma. U . E1.e. Olio l::ugene, 
Nze M. Onyeze, M. Njeze. Amu 
Felix and Agbo D.). 

; 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: fvl r .S peaker. Si 1·, I mo ve 
th :1t the !l ouse ckl lhlW <tcl jomn till 
Friday grh August; 2003 at 10 ~.m. 

· I am Overwhelmed with Joy 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, Sir. I 
stmci ·to seco nd the Mot ion fo 1· 
::hJj ournment. C\tlcl i11 do ing so. l\1r 
Speaker, I am overw helmed w ith _joy by 

the passage of this all impo1tant Bill. 

M y problem is that I do not know where 
to start in th anking you people .. 
Whether from the . clay the Bill was 
presented or from the Officials that 
ll ct ndled it 01· from rhe 1-l ouse thnt 
debated it or thm1 the Com mittee th at 
reported it out to the House or w hen the 
Bill was finall y passed. 

. I . 
I am grateful to us all. . I am also 

grateful because we are now emulati.ng 

His Excellency completely to model the 
life of our people. Our duties as 

Leg islators are to make good Laws that 
w ill be used to govem our people. 

Thi s Afr ice1 n Thinkers University IS 

producti ve as we all know. It g ives and 

i • . 

does not take, and that very Ui1iversi t)i. 
I is part of social dem oc racy . 

tll ll :tlso p1·:1ying that the E:-;ecl.1ti ve 
in · its responsive ami benevolent nature 
will not delay in assenting to thi s all. 
Llll portant B-ill. On this note, may l say 
may the glory be to God . Tlii:111k you. 

1 

! 
OuestiollJJIIl und Ol!,reed to : · 

Jll - ' ' 
./~l?eso!I'C:'d That :he !l ouse ·do now 

adjou rn until Friday gth August, 2003 at 
I 0 am. 

I . . 

i, 

. i, 

Adjourned accordingly at 1 ~ 23 p:m. l 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Friday, 8111 August, 2003 

(The House met at I 0 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Distinguished 
Colleagues, you will recall that yesterday, 
we had a very long sitting. During the 
sitting, we passed a Bill, and if not because 
of this emergency situation, we would not 
have had this sitting this morning. 

In view of the reason which every one 
of you knows, we have to have this 
emergency sitting to enable us receive our 
late Colleague. As a result of this 
development, the Order Paper and the 
Votes and Proceedings are not ready. So, I 
wish to inform you that in our subsequent 
sitting, the Votes and · Proceedings will be 
ready. So, please let us move to item 4. 

Leader (Mr Ebenyi) : Mr Speaker, 
honourable Colleagues, I move that the 
House stands at ease to enable us receive 
the corpse of late Hon . Sunday Jim 
Ogbodo, our departed Brother and 
Colleague. Thank you. 

Mr D. Agbo (Enugu East I): I rise to 
second the Motion . 

Question put and agreed to. 

Sitting suspended 

(Thereupon the casket bearing the 
remains of late Han. Sunday Ogbodo, 
former han. Member of the House was 
brought into the Chambers for a 
valedictory session) 

Thereafter his remains were taken out of 
the Chamber in a procession led by the 
Sergeant-at-Arms 

Sitting Resumed 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
please no Member, apart from the former 
Members of the House, should go . Visitors 
at the Gallery who want to stay can stay. 
Thank you . 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, Sir, 
hon. Colleagues, I rise to move that this 
honourable House do now adjourned till 
Tuesday, 1 ih August, 2003 at 10 a.m. 
Thank you . 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues. I rise to 
second the Motion for adjournment. Thank 
you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

158 

Resolved: That this honourable House 
do now adjourn till Tuesday, Ii11 

August, 
2003 at 10 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 1.12 p.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA ·" 

Tuesday, 1 i 17 August, 2003 

(The House met at 10 a.m.) 

PRAYERS · 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, you will recall that we have 
two outstanding Votes and Proceedings. 
One is No. 14 of ih August, 2003 and 
No. 15 of 8111 August, 2003. So, we 
have to approve two of them starting 
from No. 14 ofThursday August ih. 

I have gone through the Votes and 
Proceedings No. 14 ofThursday August 
7111

, 2003, and, to the best of my 
knowledge, it appears to be a true 
reflection of what we discussed on that 
day . However, going by the Rules of 
the House, I wish to call for your 
comments to enable us adopt them. 
Thank you. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have also read the Votes 
and Proceedings of i 11 August, 2003, I 
therefore, move for their adoption. 
Thank you. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oj i River): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, like my Fellow Colleague 
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has observed, the Votes and 
. J;>roceedings are in order; I therefore 
second their adoption . Thank you . 

Question put and agreed to: 

Votes and Proceedings No . 14 of t 17 

August, 2003 accordingly adopted. 

Mr Speaker: In the same vein, our 
· Votes and Proceedings of Friday Ai..1gust · "" ··"··'-""·-· . 

8, 2003, are correct. However, I need 
your comment. 

Mr D. A. Ani (Enugu South I): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have gone through the 
Votes and Proceedings of our last sitting 
and found them to be correct. I 
therefore move for their adoption . 
Thank you. 

Chief Whip (Mr F. Ezema): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second that 
Motion. 

Question put and agreed to: 

Votes and Proceedings No . 15 of 8
117 

August, 2003 accordingly adopted. 

PRESENTATION OF BILL 

Park Lane Specialist Hospital Bill 
No.3, 2003. 

A Bill for a Law to establish Park 
Lane Specialist Hospital and for other 
matters connected therewith, presented 
by Mr K. Ebenyi (Leade1~, read the First 

159 
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time and referred to the House 
Committee on Health and Judiciary. 

Mr Speaker: The Committee is 
given one week to report out. Thank 
you. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Constitution of Tenders Board 

Mr Speaker: The Tenders Board of 
Enugu State House of Assembly has 
been constituted . They include the 
following: 
Mr K. Ebenyi (Leader)- Chairman 
Mr D. 0. Atigwe (Deputy Speaker) -
Vice Chairman 
Mr P. Anikwe (Deputy Leader) -
Member 
Mr D. A. Ani (Chairman, House 
Services Committee)- Member. 
H.O.D (Publications)- Member 
H.O.D (Legislative)- Member 
H.O.D (Finance & Supplies)- Member 
H.O.D (Administration)- Member 
H.O.D (Legal)- Member 
H.O.D (Planning Research and 
Statistics)- Member. 
The H.O.D (PRS) will serve as the 
Secretary of the Tenders Board . 

The Board will be inaugurated on 
Thursday 141812003 after sitting, and 
the Clerk of the House will make 
available to the Members of the Tenders 
Board, the terms of reference. 

- -----

320 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I move that 
the House do now adjourn till Thursday, 
14111 August, 2003 at 10 a.m. 

Stop these Hoodlums 

Deputy Leader (Mr P. Anikwe): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise from my seat to 
second that Motion as moved by the 
Leader of the House . However, I have 
an issue which is a big challenge to the 
image and integrity of the House as well 
as the image and integrity of the entire 
organigram ofEnugu State. 

That is the issue concerning the Task 
Force on Fuel Distribution and 
Management. I got a disturbing 
information that some groups of people 
whom I do not know where they 
emanated from, had it upon themselves 
and were going round all parts of the 
state, collecting money, beating people 
under the disguise of members of Enugu 
State House of Assembly; under the 
disguise equally of a particular 

160 

Committee on Petroleum and 
Environmental management. The 
hoodlums at times, present fake Identity 
cards issued to them by this honourable 
House. Mr Speaker, Sir, I have no doubt 
in my mind that this honourable House 
has no hands whatsoever, in this 
unimaginable, very undignifying and 
unwarranted attitude by these 'scallywo
gish' mumbo-jumbo human beings. 
These people are so truncated, so 
anachronistic, very obsolete in thinking, 

.~~ ... 
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and they should not be allowed to use 
the good image of this honourable 
House for their selfish interest of either 
financial aggrandizement or whatever. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am calling on this 
House to join me in condemning this 
devilish, unpatriotic, and inhuman act 
being perpetrated by these hoodlums, 
and this honourable House should go up 
beyond this to call on the Nigerian 
Police to arrest and prosecute with 
immediate effect, all these culprits with 
minimum delay. They should be dealt 
with; they should be disciplined because 
this honourable House has no hands in 
such illegal act. We have not gotten the 
competence to set a task force on fuel 
distribution and management. We can 
as a House monitor, but not set up a 
task force running parallel with the 
State government. It is the prerogative 
of only His Excellency, the Executive 
Governor of the State to authorize such 
a task force and not the House of 
Assembly Committee on Petroleum and 
Environmental Management. On this 
note Mr Speaker, bon. Colleagues, we 
have to rise and maintain our name. 

The Gentleman that built this edifice, 
the famous Hon. Dr. M. I. Okpara, said 
and I quote That the only thing he has 
on Earth is his name and if you should 
go to any extent to damage his name, he 
will go beyond to retain it. So, this 
honourable House should go beyond to 
retain her name that had been dragged 
to the mud . Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
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Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this House do now 
adjourn till Thursday, 14th August, 2003 
at 10 am. 

Ac:ijourned accordingly at 11.40 a.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursday, 141
h August, 2003 

(The House met at I 0 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Hon. Colleagues, 
before us are the Votes and Proceedings 
of Tuesday, 12111 August, 2003 . I have 
gone through them, and to the best of 
my knowledge, they are correct. 
However, I need your comments. 
Thank you. 

Mr F. E. Amu (Nsukka East) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues, I have 
equally gone through the Votes and 
Proceedings of Tuesday, li11 August, 
2003 and found them to be correct. I, 
therefore, move a Motion for the 
adoption. Thanks . 

Chief Whip (Mr Ezeama): Mr 
Speaker, hon. Members, I have risen to 
second the Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday 
I ih August, 2003 accordingly adopted. 

PARK LANE SPECIALIST 
HOSPITAL, BILL NO. 3 2003 

Leader of the House (Mr Ebenyi): 
Mr Speaker, my hon. Colleagues, I 
move that the Park Lane Specialist 
Hospital, Bill No . 3, 2003 be now read 
the Second Time. Thank you. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
have risen to second the Motion moved 
by the Leader of the House. Thanks . 

Mr Speaker: Hon. Colleagues, the 
Floor is open for us to look at the 
demerits, merits and general principles 
of the Bill before this honourable 
House. The Floor is now open for its 
consideration. 

Leader: (Mr Ebenyi): I have risen on 
my Seat to speak in favour of the Park 
Lane Specialist Hospital, Bill, No. 3, 
2003 . This Bill seeks to establish in 
Enugu State, Park Lane Specialist 
Hospital and to provide for the hospital 
facilities which were provided in similar 
international hospitals. This Bill is to 
upgrade . the hospital to a specialist 
institution where medical scholars will 
undertake specialist training in various 
medical fields. 

Its ambition is to provide adequate 
medical services to the people of Enugu 
State. The hospital should have the 
Management Board to be known as Park 
Lane Specialist Hospital Management 
Board whose Members and Chairman 
shall be appointed by the Executive 
Governor of Enugu State. The Board 
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shall construct, equip, furnish, maintain, 
manage, control and upgrade the 
hospital. 

The Specialist Hospital, when 
established, by this Bill, will provide 
trained nurses and medical technicians 
or people who would have medical 
intellect, resident doctors and associated 
institutions. It will equally provide 
other related services such as out 
patients, department, laboratory 
department, etc. In addition, the people 
of Enugu State would gain a lot through 
the establishment of the Specialist 
Hosp ital: Firstly, it will provide 
facilities for research and with time, the 
office will grow to an excellent research 
centre. 

Secondly, there would be availability 
of Doctors because in the Specialist 
Hospital, at all times, more doctors will 
now be recruited. The question of when 
one gets to the hospital and the doctors 
are not there, will be a thing of the past. 
Because of the status and Research 
Centre in the Specialist Hospital, 
doctors will be available at all hours. 

Thirdly, it will attract new doctors 
within and outside the country resulting 
in more productivity. The hospital will 
get international connection because of 
their research, international aids, grants, 
etc. It will equally attract international 
personnel, more experienced specialist 
personnel to handle their research 
department. There will be more 
improvement in the lives of the people 
of Enugu who will now have more 

medical care delivery. The Bill is very 
important in the lives of the people of 
Enugu State and even beyond. 

Lastly, the centre will create 
employment . opportunities at different 
leyels, thereby eliminating poverty in 
Eimgu State. Mr Speaker Sir, hon. 
Colleagues, you can see that this is a 
very important Bill, which works 
towards improving the health services. 
Health, they say, is wealth. A healthy 
nation is a wealthy nation. Therefore, 
our hon. Colleagues are requested to 
give their support, so that the Bill will 
be passed into law. Thank you. 
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Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
have risen ' from my Seat to make 
positive contributions to this all 
important Bill. I am sure that the last 
speaker is talking about eliminating 
poverty not elevating poverty, because it 
is a total negation. This is an important 
hospital, a specialist hospital; Enugu 
State has a lot to gain. We are aware 
that His Excellency is a medical doctor, 
a renowned medical practitioner. He 
knows the value of a specialist hospital. 
In Enugu State, for instance, the only 
health specialist hospital is the 
University of Nigeria Teaching Hospital 
which is owned by the Federal 
Government. The State will now have 
this health care institution nearer to the 
door steps of the citizens. 

Park Lane Specialist Hospital will go 
a long way in extending benefits to the 
numerous communities in the areas of 
personnel recruitment, personnel 
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contributions, and also attracting other 
benefits of both national and 
international standards. There is a 
saying that a healthy nation is a wealthy 
nation. We can only begin to talk that 
we are healthy when we have a 
specialist hospital owned by Enugu 
State. I am very happy that th is Bill has 
an executive connotation; this means 
that the State has already made 
provisions for a specialist hospital like 
Park Lane. Otherwise, if it has no such 
blessing, we begin to talk about other 
things in this Bill. The State 
Government is now asking us, the hon. 
Members, to allow for the establishment 
of a specialist hospital in Enugu State. I 
do not think that we have anything on 
our way not to pass this important Bill. 

For instance, now when the people in 
remotest areas, want to go to UNTH, 
the person has to move to its permanent 
site, that is probably a long journey. If 
you want people from Okpanku to come 
to Enugu and begin to move down, if 
you want people from Enugu Ezike to 
come down to Enugu and begin to move 
down, then we are not helping issues or 
matters . This will be a hospital in the 
heart of the State . If one watches out 
the demands of the Bill, it is just to 
make it a specialist hospital. People can 
now become more equipped to attend to 
a particular kind of ailment since it is 
not a general hospital; here 

· specialization comes in because 
reference would be made to them. I am 
sure that in no distant future, the 
hospital will soon be known as a centre 
of excellence, because we are talking of 

specialization. I have no doubt in my 
mind that this House will go a long way 
in giving this all important Bill 
necessary passage and consideration. 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River) : Thank 
you, Mr Speaker, I have every reason to 
support the establishment of a specialist 
hospital like my Fellow Colleagues have 
observed. This gives the availability of 
specialists like medical doctors, and 
para-medical staff to the centre. The 
establishment will involve more hands 
that will draw their salaries and wages, 
and we know that these salaries and 
wages will be spent in Enugu State and 
this will in turn boost the economy of 
Enugu State. On this strength, Mr 
Speaker I am done . 

Mr E. U. Eze (Udenu): Thank you, 
Mr Speaker. This is a very important 
Bill coming at an appropriate time. I 
have reasons to give it my full support, 
with my whole heart and whole mind. 
Mr Speaker, I say at an appropriate time 
because sooner or later, the UNTH will 
be moving down to Ituku and apart from 
that the word specialist conjures some 
psychological feelings in the minds of 
the patient. I know that often times, 
quite a number of our eminent sons and 
daughters of this State who can afford it, 
just travel overseas for treatment of 
various kinds. I believe that the 
envisaged Enugu State Park Lane 
Specialists Hospital will be equal to the 
task, and undoubtedly, reduce the 
frequent hazardous flying of our sick 
citizens abroad. 
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Therefore, the establishment is a 
welcome development in our health 
system. Again, Mr Speaker, Sir, like the 
bon. Leader of the House enumerated, it 
will be a specialist in all the phases of 
medical field ranging from medical to 
para-medical staff. And it will run 
special courses for people with special 
skills in health and teaching. The name 
would give just a psychological relief to 
the minds of persons rather than 
teaching hospital, where you have 
students trying to learn when the patient 
is almost going down. I believe, in this 
Hospital, as soon as patients come, they 
will receive special and prompt 
attention. 

I, therefore, urge my Colleagues to 
give this Bill urgent passage. Before I 
s it down , may I use this opportunity to 
amend the Bill to read thus: Enugu State 
Specialist Hospital. Thank you. 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo-Eze North I): 
Mr Speaker, sir. I stand to support the 
Bill for the establishment of Parklane 
Specialist Hospital here in Enugu. 
Many of us here represent the poor 
masses in the rural areas . As you know, 
these masses cannot afford qualitative 
education or qualitative health care. 
Many people are privileged to have 
access to private hospitals and private 
schools, but the majority do not have 
such facilities . So, on the strength of 
that, and in view of the fact that t will 
be strengthening the public institutions 
in the State, such an institution is 
necessary. We are creating an 

egalitarian society where the less 
privileged people will have access to 
those basic facilities being enjoyed by 
the privileged few . So, the Specialist 
Hospital being envisaged by this Bill 
should be supported by the House, 
because it will enable the poor masses 
have access to good health. 

We have been talking of alleviating 
poverty and these are some of the 
programmes adopted for alleviating 
poverty in the State . If it succeeds, one 
can go there and get treatment, just as 
the rich person can go to a private 
hospital and get treatment. This is 
where one gets treatment at a reduced 

. cost. So, inasmuch as putting more 
. money in the pocket of the poor people, 
this is a way of alleviating poverty. So I 
support this Bill and appeal to the 
honourable House to give it a quick 
passage, so that as soon as the Specialist 
Hospital takes off, our poor masses, 

· whom we represent here, will have the 
opportunity of having access to good 
health at a reduced cost. Thank you, 
very much. 
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Mr J. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): 
Thank you, Mr Speaker for giving me 
the opportunity to speak on the Bill, for 
Enugu State to have a Specialist 
Hospital. The importance of this Bill 
cannot be over-emphasized, and 
whatever time and strength given to its 
discussion, may not even be enough 
until the Bill is passed. We are not 
talking on the Specialist Hospital meant 
for the poor or for the rich, because no 
matter how you are, if you have a 
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special case, health wise, and you 
cannot obtain it, you are a poor man. 
When one has a problem, and does not 
know the solution and cannot afford to 
find answer to the problem, then we 
cannot talk of eradicating poverty in 
Enugu State. We are lucky because one 
of the cardinal objectives of His 
Excellency, the Governor, ;; Dr 
Chimaroke Nnamani, is to improve 
health care, and, particularly, bringing 
health care to the door-steps of 
everybody and he has demonstrated it. 
Probably because he is a specialist in 
his own discipline as a medical Doctor. 

When this Bill is established, we will 
now know the need and its importance. 
And in moving the State forward, all 
hands must be on deck, and the 
legislative arm should be doing its 
utmost by giving this Bill a quick 
passage. The electorate expect this Bill. 
I know they would be expecting it. We 
all should expect it. The earlier we give 
the Bill the justice it deserves, the more 
honourable the House would be before 
the electorate. Mr Speaker, thank you, 
very much . 

Mr J. U. Onoh (Enugu North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, hon . Colleagues, I am 
neither against the transformation of 
Park Lane Hospital to a Specialist 
Hospital nor the employment of 
Specialist doctors for this Hospital, but 
on the contrary, I stand for basic health 
care for all. All Doctors take an Oath to 
pay the utmost respect for human life. 
But in supporting this Bill, I pray that 
the government, in upgrading this 

hospital, should also set up a character 
Commission, in respect of the doctors to 
be employed. This is where the UNTH 
has failed. 

In early days, before health care was 
administered to a dying patient, he or 
she must buy a card, without following 
the rules of emergency. I pray that this 
Specialist Hospital should attend 
promptly to the Public, without much 
rush for immediate gains, unlike 
Teaching Hospitals that specialize in the 
sale of cards before service. Also, when 
the staff shall render service, may they 
yield to such that made Alexander the 
Great say: "Rome, I die with the help of 
two many Physicians". And this - in 
this present time, may be one major 
achievement of our regime. Glory be to 
God that this shall stand the test of time. 
Thank you. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, may I humbly speak in 
favour of this important Bill. It will be a 
great thing for Enugu State to have a 
Specialist Hospital. One day, I went to 
the Park Lane Hospital with my hon . 
Colleagues, and what we saw on the 
ground there was very nice. At the 
Hospital, there is tremendous 
improvement there. And the equipment 
provided by our action Governor has 
improved this Hospital. I think, it 
deserves to be upgraded to a Specialist 
Hospital. 

On the other hand, it will also be a 
source of employment for the people of 
Enugu State. At the various 
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departments of the Hospital, people 
could be employed. Also, it will be a 
source of money generation because I 
strongly believe that immediately this 
Hospital is up-graded to a Specialist 
Hospital, more patients from other 
States, will be coming for their 
treatment there . So, I sincerely support 
this very imp01tant Bill, and urge our 
Colleagues here to give the Bill a 
positive consideration . Thank you . 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, hon . Colleagues, I would 
not say that there was not enough 
support to the Bill because of the 
number of people who kindly spoke in 
favour of the Bill. I will feel happy and 
satisfied , and even if it is put into Vote, 
this Bill is likely to scale through. The 
Public Hospital handles cases beyond a 
dispensary, but small in quality. And 
most cases, are beyond being handled 
by the Public Hospital; without 
referring them to the Specialist 
Hospital. If you just arrive at the 
Teaching Hospital, you discover that a 
case had already gone beyond the scope 
of the general practitioners, you need to 
be taken immediately to the Specialist 
doctor instead of a general practitioner. 
So the need to have the Specialist 
Hospital in Enugu State cannot be over 
emphasized at all. 

There is a strong need for us to have 
this Specialist Hospital. When this is 
adopted, a vision to make Enugu State a 
place that would be an example to other 
States, would arise . So, when we pass 
this Bill, we can have a Specialist 

Hospital, and I feel that the Specialist 
Hospital will provide employment for 
special people with specialized skills for 
di fferent Specialists. So that we can 
give all people that grace; including our 
children who used to go abroad for 
treatment. They will be going to the 
Park Lane Specialist Hospital instead of 
going abroad for treatment. 

So, I want to plead with other hon. 
Members, to avoid making decisions 
that w iiJ go against the passing of this 
Bill. Please, withdraw your decision just 
for our sake. Withdraw it for the sake 
of Enugu State. Withdraw it for the 
sake of people you are representing. 
Most importantly, please, w ithdraw it 
and support this Bill, sometime, 
someday, you are going to discover that 
your name will go down in history, and 
you will be highly recognized for the 
good health care given to the people of 
Enugu State. So, Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to stop. Thank you . 

167 

Mr E. C. Maduabu (Awgu South) : 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I have enough reason 
to support this important Bill. Health, 
they say, is the most important thing in 
life. Enugu State or Enugu is one of the 
renowned centres among the major 
regions. We had Kaduna, Ibadan, then 
Enugu. We shall be matching forward, 
we shall be going high and others 
should be emulating us. This is the first 
and the only Specialist Hospital that will 
be established in Enugu State. The 
other one is the University Teaching 
Hospital. The population of Enugu State 
is increasing and therefore, we should 
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find a very befitting Specialist Hospital 
like we are trying to establish now. 

A lot of health hazards exist, and I 
think that by having a Specialist 
Hospital, Enugu may even, by the grace 
of God, come to be a stage, where HIV 
and its menace will find a solution, if 
we attract good and specialized doctors. 

,, 
Mr Speaker, Sir, in fact, I am very 

much throwing my weight towards the 
passage of this Bill by this honourable 
House. Thank you. 

An bon. Member: Mr Speaker Sir, 
the hon. Member for Enugu South II did 
not dress properly. He should be 
cautioned by the Leader. 

Mr Speaker: That is the duty of the 
hon. Chief Whip and not the Leader, 
and please may I appeal (Interruptions). 
Order! The Sergeant-at-Arms has no 
right to correct hon . Members . 
However, I appeal to you to let us rest 
that case. It seems we should disregard 
it, but some other time, any Member 
who is wearing traditional dress should 
put on his cap to match. So, the hon. 
Member for Enugu South II should put 
on a cap to match next time. Thank 
you. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, you will 
agree with me that the response to this 
all important Bill shows that there is no 
Member that has raised a finger against 
it. It has attracted a lot of support by 
hon. Members of this House. In view 
of that, I move that the Question be now 

put so that the Bill will now be read the 
Second time. Thank you. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second that 
Motion as moved by the Leader of the 
House. 

Question put and agreed to: 

Bill accordingly read the Second 
time. 

Mr Speaker: Thank you very much 
hon. Colleagues. The Bill on Park Lane 
Specialist Hospital No. 3, 2003 has 
scaled through the second stage. I wish 
to express my happiness to those of you 
that contributed immensely during the 
debate. 

This is the first time, a Bill of this 
nature is coming and the way and 
manner every Member contributed is a 
healthy development, and I thank you, 
very much. At least th is Bill came just a 
few days ago and the standard and 
quality of the contributions of the 
Members is very impressive. Thank 
you. 

MOTION ON A MATTER OF 
URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

Mr E . C. Maduabu (Awgu South): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to seek leave of 
this honourable House to suspend Rule 
No. 25 of this House to enable me move 
a Motion on a Matter of Urgent Public 
Importance. Thank you. 
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Mr Speaker: Order! Honourable 
Colleagues, this is a Motion on a Matter 
of Urgent Public Importance. The hon. 
Member for Awgu South (Mr 
Maduabu) is not supposed to circulate 
it, but because we have to carry 
everyone along, we have been 
circulating it. It is a matter which one 
discovered and wish that it needs urgent 
attention of the House, then one comes 
in and drafts it, and that is why the 
Mover always seeks leave of the House 
to suspend Rule No. 25 to enable him 
move that Motion . So, it is not relevant 
that the Motion should be circulated, 
because it is a Motion without notice. 

Mr E. U. Ezeh (Udenu): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to second that 
Motion. 

Question put and agreed to: 

MATTER OF URGENT PUBLIC 
IMPORTANCE 

Gas Pollution as A Result of Gas 
Pipe Line Vandalisation Along 
Isiagu-Acha/Okpanku Communities 
of Abia and Enugu States 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu south): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, information reaching me 
indicated that an NNPC Pipeline that 
carries gas from Port Harcourt to Enugu 
was vandalized along Isiagu
Acha/Okpanku communities of Abia 
and Enugu States, respectively. 

The gas from the vandalized pipeline 
flows right into the Ivo River, thereby 

making the River, which is the main 
source of water supply to the 
communities unfit for human 
consumption, and for other uses. As 
you may know, we are now in the rainy 
season and rivers are now overflowing 
their banks . Many farmlands face the 
danger of serious contamination by this 
pollution. 

In view of these damages here 
mentioned, be it resolved as follows: 

1) The House Committee on 
Petroleum Resources and 
Environmental Management 
should visit the said 
communities and report back 
to the House on the next 
legislative day. 

2) That the NNPC authority as 
well should visit the said 
communities and see things 
themselves and find a lasting 
solution to the constant oil 
leakages and guard against 
future occurrences. 
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Be it moved and it is here moved. 

Mr Speaker: Hon. Colleagues, I 
wish to state and appeal that this place 
mentioned is in my Constituency. 
Okpanku is in Aninri Local Government 
Area, and because of my position, I am 
not supposed to sponsor a Motion, but 
having been raised by the hon. Member 
for Awgu south (Mr Maduabu), I 
equally appeal that you people should 
do me a favour and see that this Motion 
sails through . I am appealing that we 
should give our blessing to this Motion. 
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Mr J. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): I 
have a question. Inasmuch as I am a 
member of the Committee on Petroleum 
Resources and Environmental 
Management, I am not the Chairman, 
the question is that the communities 
involved in the Ivo River are not 
mentioned . ,, 

iii 

Mr Speaker: The communities "have 
been mentioned. They are Isiagu-Acha 
in Abia State and Okpanku in Aninri, 
my ·own Constituency. So they are 
Isiagu-Acha and Okpanku in Abia and 
Enugu States. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Thank 
you, Mr Speaker, hon . Colleagues, I 
have every reason to support the Motion 
as moved by the hon . Member for 
Awgu South (Mr Maduabu) . We all 
know and we are aware that pollution is 
a dangerous thing, especially water 
pollution. If a river is polluted, and we 
all know that a river flows kilometers 
before at reaches its end, as it flows 
down, the contamination particles in it, 
will be moving down along. 

You can still see that not only 
Okpanku will be affected, but every 
other community that is along the river. 
So, Mr Speaker, I want to say that this 
House should direct and uphold the 
prayers. Thank you. 

Deputy Leader (Ezeagu): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, if you watch and listen 
over our radio and television sets, you 
want to believe that the Ebonyi State 
House of Assembly had already passed 

"' 

a Motion in connection with the same 
problem. I am saying, for instance, that 
we do not even know the gravity of this 
pollution. It means more than we can 
imagine. So, Mr. Speaker, I am saying 
that this honourable House should give 
accelerated passage, and more 
importantly that the House Committee 
on Petroleum Resources and 
Environmental Management should go 
immediately with clean mind and unfold 
the details of their discovery to this 
honourable House . 

We may be doing ourselves a great 
disadvantage, if we do not pass this 
Motion, if you go to Okpanku for 
instance, you may not even know the 
damage already done. Mr Speaker, I am 
aware that delegations from that 
Okpanku have gone to many places, 
seeking for help. Now that the matter 
has come as a Motion of Urgent Public 
importance, it should be treated as such 
and the prayers maintained. We want 
the prayers to be carried. Thank you. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): Mr 
Speaker, hon. Colleagues, I have totally 
supported this Motion on Matter of 
Urgent Public Importance and move that 
the words 'Tuesday next week" be 
expunged and insert in their place the 
words, 'next legislative day' in prayer 
one of the Motion. Thank you. 

Deputy Leader (Ezeagu): Mr 
Speaker, on that very prayer one, I am 
saying that instead of removing 
'Tuesday' we say 'our legislative 
sitting, Tuesday' or as may be 
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determined by the Rules and Business 
Committee. And to avoid further 
argument on this matter, I therefore 
second the Motion moved by the 
Deputy Speaker. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr E. U. Eze (Udenu): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, this Motion is very, very important 
and it should be given urgent attention. 
Every now and then, we hear stories of 
the vandalizat ion of oil pipe lines here 
and there . Oil and gas are invariably 
very poisonous to our health if care is 
not taken . And to that extent, Mr 
Speaker, NNPC is the richest 
organization we have in this country, so 
I do not see any reason whatsoever why 
that organization should not take 
necessary steps and adequate measures 
to forestall, once and for all, a ll these 
incessant vandalisation or leakages. 

To this extent, Mr Speaker, I am 
suggesting or I move in add ition to 
those already raised by the Mover of the 
Motion that NNPC should, as a matter 
of urgency, establish a security outfit to 
monitor the length and breadth of their 
pipe lines, be it gas or oil. I say this 
because when the Nigerian Railway 
came in to the country, they had their 
own Railway Police. This was to make 
sure that the security along their lengthy 
lines were properly guarded and 
maintained. The NNPC should do the 
same thing. 

Secondly, an additional Motion, that 
the NNPC should be made to pay 
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adequate compensation 
(Interruptions) 

Mr Speaker; Order! The hon. 
Member for Udenu (Mr Ezeh) has made 
the ·first Motion and somebody should 
second his first additional prayer to the 
existing prayers. If it is the wish of the 
House, it should be included in the 
prayers so that we make progress. . . . 
(Interruptions) 

Mr Eze: That NNPC should 
establish a security outfit or apparatus to 
monitor their lines throughout the 
country. Second point: that NNPC 
should pay compensation to every 
community and that compensation 
should determined by competent 
valuers .. . . (Interruptions) 

Leader: Mr Speaker, I have risen to 
oppose the amendment being made by 
the hon. Member for Udenu (Mr Ezeh), 
one, is because he is talking of paying 
compensation to the effected 
communities . The Mover of the Motion 
has not told us that lives were lost in the 
village~ and secondly, how can NNPC 
or Government pay compensation to the 
communities? They are the people who 
are vandalizing the pipelines. So, if 
communities vandalize amenities the 
Government provided for them, then 
they ask the NNPC or the Government 
to pay them compensation for that. Mr 
Speaker, I oppose those amendments to 
that Motion. 

Mr Speal\:er: Order! Let me just say 
one or two th ings. If any one is 
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opposing the Motion based on the 
second submission, then we can take it. 
Inmost cases, some of the these things 
happening in these days are not treated 
by the organizations, and if we are 
going by what he said in the first 
submission, I will agree with · him 
because inasmuch as lives were not lost 
one should think of the inconvenj,ences 
caused by the gas, because we know 
that when this gas spreads on water 
nobody can drink. 

If this is the wish of the House 
somebody should second the Motion. 
You will agree with me that these 
communities especially those in Enugu 
State have reasons to complain. This is 
planting season and this pollusion has 
destroyed their rice farm and as such, 
they require compensation because their 
crops have been destroyed. I do not 
think that it is proper to leave them like 
that. 

Several hon. Members: Allow us! 
Allow us! 

Mr F. Ezema (Igbo Eze South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I am supporting the 
Leader of the House because, the Mover 
of the Motion said that Pipes were 
vandalized, and if the pipes were 
vandalized, there is no need talking 
about compensation. 

Mr Maduabu: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
am the Mover of the Motion. : The 
information I want to give is that the 
damage was not done in those 
communities where the water was 

!!I 
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flowing to, it happened some where 
while the water flows down . The 
·damage was done somewhere down the 
line and this has destroyed their rice 
farms. All fishes in the water are dying 
as a result of this pollution . Secondly, 
the oil is affecting the farm lands. This 
is a serious issue. This matter deserves 
.serious attention. 

Mr Anichukwu: Information! The 
information is that this matter is a 
serious one which has been reported. 
We know the gravity. The Committee 
and the Mover will meet first, so why 
don't we wait until the Committee 
completes their job before we talk of 
compensation. 

Mr Eze: Thank you Mr Speaker, I 
just want to appeal to the hon. Members 
to recall that I drew their attention when 
I made an additional Motion that 
security apparatus should be added, that 
it is necessary that they should have 
their own police . The Nigerian Railway 
Corporation had Nigerian Railway 
Police. I have never heard that the 
NNPC had NNPC Police. If it is 
established on paper, it is an act of 
negligence. I still maintain that it 
should be embedded in this Motion . 
Having said that, Mr Speaker, I still 
appeal that the first and second prayers 
in the Motion be allowed to stand. 

Mr Speaker: I do not like when an 
important issue is raised some Members 
will not be serious. Members should 

· listen to this debate. 
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Leader: Mr Speaker, Information. I 
stand to inform the hon. Member for 
Udenu (Mr Eze) and the entire House 
that NNPC has security outfit. The 
Motion can be reshaped to read 

That this House requests the 
communities to set up 
Vigilante Groups as is 
recently done in the issue of 
electricity. 

Mr Speaker: It is not the 
responsibility of the communities . The 
Government maintained that the T.C. 
Chairmen should do that. 

Leader: I am not interested, I still 
oppose the Motion. 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo-Eze North 1): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I support the Motion 
that NNPC should establish their 
security outfit along the pipelines. My 
reason is that if you locate a pipe line 
some 100 metres without any human 
being there, who will go there to watch 
it, is it the community leaders or 
vigilante groups, that will watch out 
where the thieves are coming from? 
You should know it is very expensive, 
because the people who look for oil in 
the night, are armed and it costs 
millions of naira and the type of 
equipment they may possess, the Local 
Vigilante cannot counter it. Therefore, 
it is the responsibility of the NNPC, 
whether they have been doing it or not. 
We do not know because they have not' 
informed us . Therefore, this honourable 
House that is sitting now is not aware 
that NNPC is guarding their pipeline. 

Otherwise it is this insecurity that is 
causing danger in our lives. So, I 
support the prayer that NNPC set up 
sec·urity network to monitor the 
pipeline. 

Qlfestion put and agreed to. 
(Interruptions) 

Mr Speaker: The hon . Member for 
Udenu (Mr Eze) should please read his 
amendment. 

Mr Eze: Mr Speaker, Sir, I agree 
that NNPC should set up an efficient 
and effective security outfit along the 
ent.ire land ofthe pipeline. 

Amendment put and agreed to. 
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Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Thank 
you, Mr Speaker, han . Colleagues, it is 
my pleasure to thank Members. There 
is no need to over labour the issue of the 
problem facing the people of Enugu and 
Abia States. This Motion is very, very 
important. It is necessary. What this 
Ho.us'e is seeking for is a solution to the 
present problem facing the people living 
along that area of Acha or Isiagu and 
Okpanku. I wish to appeal to the 
Members of this honourable House that 
NNPC should, within the next twenty
four hours, stop further flow of diesel 
gas on that line until a repair is effected 
on it. That is my Motion for addition on 
item four. 
I', •ifi 

Mr Onyeze: Mr Speaker, Sir. 
oppose the prayer being made by the 
hory . Member for Udi North (Mr Njeze) 
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because when an hon. Member is · 
making a Motion it is expected that it 
should be honoured and there should be 
no time limit on something that is not 
under your control. You do not control 
NNPC, and therefore you cannot' tell 
them to carry out a directive v,.;~thin 
twenty-four hours . If you give an order 
and it is not carried out then it become 
dishonourable, and this House should 
continue to be an honourable House. 
Thank you. 

Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. I am aware that we all are 
here to make good laws for the people 
of Enugu State. Good laws to protect 
the lives and property of our people. I 
feel that what is affecting one 
Constituency is affecting another 
Constituency. We have now agreed that 
the House Committee on Petroleum 
Resources and Environmental 
Management should visit the scene and 
report back to the House for necessary 
compensation. Compensation ·: should 
take place if there is loss ;pf life 
(Interruptions) . ::1 

I ''I 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Deputy 
Speaker, should realize that somebody 
has already said this before. Do you 
just ask for compensation only when 
there is loss of life? 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker Sir, 
having said that, I stand to say' that the 
Question be now put. 

Question, That the Question be now 
put, put and agreed to. 

11! 

·'1 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: 
1) That the House Committee on 

Petroleum Resources and 
Environmental Management 
will visit the said Communities 
and report back to this 
honourable House on the next 
Legislative day. 

2) That the NNPC Authority 
should as well visit the said 
Communities and see things 
for themselves; and also find a 
lasting solution to the 
consistent oil leakages and 
vandalisations to avoid future 
occurrences. 

3) That the NNPC should set up 
efficient and effective security 
out-fits along the gas and oil 
pipelines in the country. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, hon . Colleagues, I rise to 
move. . .. (Interruptions) 

Mr Speaker: The Deputy Leader 
(Mr Anikwe), I am very sorry for the 
interruptions, but the rule of the House 
says that it is only one Motion on Matter 
of Urgent Public Importance in a sitting 
that can be moved . So I did not know 
that we are going to have Matters of 
Urgent Public Importance today. 
Therefore, I request that your own 
Motion should be stepped down to the 
next sitting. Thank you. 
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An hon. Member: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
over ruled! 
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Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, let 
us carry my Motion along and allow me 
to move it, please. 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
hon. Colleagues, let us bend the rules 
and allow him to move his Motion on 
Matter of Urgent Public Important. 

Mr Speaker: Hon. Colleagues, we 
have no Constitution for bending the 
Rules, unless you amend it by Motion. 
Do you get me? Thank you. 

Several hon. Members : We call it 
principle of necessity in law. (Laughter) 
Let us bend the rule. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
am not getting you, I disagreed with 
you, because, I approached you last 
sitting to move my Motion, and you 
said that you were going to Nsukka. 
So, Mr Speaker, Sir, allow me to move 
my Motion. We are all here to learn. 
(Interruptions) 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Members, 
excuse me, instead of bending the rule, I 
advise you to move a Motion to suspend 
the relevant rules to enable him move 
the Motion . . . . (Interruptions) 

An hon. Member: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
what rules? 

Mr Speaker: Hon. Colleagues, with 
due respect, it is rules No. 25 and 15 
(4). Thank you. 
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Honourable Colleagues, I am now 
asking the Mover of the Motion to look 
at Rule 15(4). He can now request this 
House to suspend Rules 25 and 15( 4) to 
enable him move his Motion. We are 
asking the Deputy Leader of the House 
to do this because this is the Rule of the 
House. We have to do things according 
to the wish of the House and not as it 
suits an individual. Thank you. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
with due respect, I have risen from my 
Seat to seek leave of this House to 
suspend Rules 25 and 15( 4) of the 
relevant Rules to enable me move a 
Motion on a matter of urgent public 
importance. Thank you. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleague, 
for the purpose of this Motion, you are 
now asking the honourable House to 
suspend Rule 25 and taking cognizance 
of the fact that the House has 
entertained one such Motion, to suspend 
Rule 15(4). 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
have . risen from my Seat asking this 
honour'able House to suspend our Rule 
No. 25 to enable me move a Motion of 
urgent public importance arid taking 
cognizance of the fact that we had 
earlier entertained one of such Motion, I 
am also asking this House to suspend 
Rule No. 15(4) to enable me .actually 
come up with such Motion. Thank you. 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
stand to second that Motion. 
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Question put and agreed to: 

A MATTER OF URGENT 
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

Cattle Menace in Enugu State 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
the consistent invasion of farm lands, 
and destruction of crops by cattle in 
Enugu State by the Fulani cattle rearers 
calls for an urgent attention and or stop. J. 

It is a known fact that the menace of 
these cattle rearers and their cattle often 
resulted in physical combat between · 
them and the invaded community 
/communities. With the sophisticated 
weapons they carry along with their 
cattle such combats even at times lead 
to loss of lives and properties . 

Just last week, for example, this 
incident of farm invasion occurred at 
the present greater Ezeagu Local 
Government Areas wh ich led to total 
destruction of farm land/crops and 
greater majority of the people seriously 
wounded by these herdsmen and their 
cattle. 

It is in view of these issues that I 
make the following prayers . 

PRAYERS: 
1) That this Honourable House 

should ensure that every Local 
Government Area in the State 
should have definite, defined 

routes for these herdsmen and 
their cattle. 

2) That these herdsmen and their 
cattle are barred from entering 
into any farmland in Enugu State 
and any one caught should pay 
for the destruction. 

3) That the Nigerian Police should 
arrest and prosecute any of these 
herdsmen found wandering 
around with dangerous weapons 
such as guns, matchet, etc. 

4) That the House Committee on 
Agriculture should convene an 
emergency meeting with the 
leadership of these herdsmen to 
pass on these instructions . 

5) That a taskforce on cattle 
monitoring be set up by Enugu 
State Government. 

In moving this Motion, it is my wish 
that this honourable House, will give it 
the necessary attention and passage. 
Thank you . 

Mr D. Ani (Enugu South): I stand to 
second the Motion moved by the 
Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe) with the 
following points; My very self, who am 
representing a rural Constituency also 
observed the problem in my own 
Constituency. I am saying that the 
Committee on Agriculture should, with 
immediate effect, contact the leaders of 
the Hausa community in Enugu. 
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I do not have much to say. If you 
visit my Constituency, so many people 
are indebted because of that very 
problem. So many people who 
borrowed money from the banks in 
order to invest in agriculture did not get 
anything back because of the menace 
from cattle. 

With these points, I beg to support 
the Motion. Thank you. 

Mr J. U. Onoh (Enugu North): Mr 
Speaker, I stand to opposed prayers 
1,2,3 and 4. I opposed them because 
prayer No. 1 says: "That this 
honourable House should ensure that 
every Local Government Area in the 
State should have definite and defined 
routes for these herdsmen and their 
cattle. " And I am asking which of the 
routes do we name cattle routes? Prayer 
No. 2 says, "That these herdsmen and 
their cattle are barred from entering 
into any farm land in Enugu State and 
any one caught should pay for the 
destruction. " 

I oppose it because no land is a farm 
land. Every land can be used for 
farming . Then No. 3 says "That the 
Nigerian Police should arrest and 
prosecute any of these herdsmen found 
wandering around with dangerous 
weapons such as guns, machetes, etc. " 
As you know, they have their cattles to 
protect. They should go with their guns 
and machetes. Otherwise what else do 
you want them to use to protect their 
cattle. 

Now No. 4 "That the Committee on 
Agriculture should convene an 
emergency meeting with the leadership 
of these herdsmen to pass on these 
instructions," forgetting that Fulanis, 
and Hausas are two different 
communities. The Fulani herdsmen do 
not have a clan head. Do you expect 
that Fulani herdsmen who are wanderers 
from one area to another should 

;., establish a clan at ABUJA. They are 
nomads and they do not have a place of 
settlement. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, hon. 
Colleagues, I have risen to lend my 
support to this Motion. Everybody in 
Enugu State is aware of the menace 
being done by these Fulani herdsmen 
and their cattle. So, I rise to support the 
Motion but some of the prayers there, I 
do not support. Prayer 1, "That this 
honourable House should ensure that 
every Local Government Area in the 
State should have definite, defined 
routes for these herdsmen and their 
cattle". I support that very one. . . . 

: (Interruptions) 

Mr Speaker: Please, let me just give 
a little guide. It is just as someone said 
some couple of time ago, that instead of 
this honourable House ensuring and 
taking decisions, we urge the executive 
to do so . The only one that is possible is 
No. 4 and No. 5 "That the House 
Committee on Agriculture should be 
mandated to summon a meeting with the 
leaders of the Hausa community but any 
other one like No. 1, which states that 
this honourable House should ensure 
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that every local government area i~ the 
state should have definite, defined route 
for these herdsmen and their cattle. · It is 
only the executive that can do that. We 
cannot do that one. I am only asking 
that anywhere we see honourable 
House, let us replace it with urging the 
Executive, please. 

Leader: I am in support of the 
amendment just made now, but coming 
to prayer No. 3 "That the Nigerian 
Police should arrest and prosecute any 
of these herdsmen found wandering 
around with dangerous weapons such 
as guns, machetes, etc. " I do not 
support that one. I want that prayer to 
be deleted because you do not 
command people. Carrying daggers 
and knives are part of their culture and 
again they use it to defend themselves. 

And, of course, you know that 
anyone of us can carry guns once you 
can get a license from the Police. The 
fifth prayer, "That a task force on cattle 
monitoring be set up by Enugu State 
Government. I do not support that one. 
Thank you Mr Speaker. 

Deputy Leader: Information! Mr 
Speaker, my information is that, how I 
wish you were around there last 
Saturday when there were serious 
exchange of gun fire, you would have 
understood what I mean by that, and our 
rural dweller's just ran away because 
they were not able to withstand them . 
. . . (Interruptions) 

Mr Speaker: Order! The hon. 
Leader should know that if this Motion 
is adopted, it is based on understanding 
and dialogue, and I believe in dialogue 
too, and some people will be mandated 
to convene an emergency meeting to 
dialogue with them. I am sure their 
cattle will not pass through the 
farmland. The issue of exchange of fire 
will not come up again . 

Mr M. Njeze (Ud i North) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, bon. Members of the 
House, I stand to support this Motion on 
Matter of Urgent Public Importance in 
respect of cattle rearers in Enugu State. 
And in supporting this Motion, I appeal 
that the Mover of this Motion should 
liaise with all interested Members of 
this House, and I am one of them, to 
bring up, a Bill that w ill establish 
grazing land in each Local Government 

· Area so that these cattle rearers will 
have a permanent place they can go to 
whenever they enter any Local 
Government Area. If they now move 
out of that grazing land, then they are 
now breaking the law . If we restrict 
them just li ke that, they may wish to 
find themselves in other places and they 
may equally pursue our people 
operating in various places in their 
States, and eventually you will start to 
look for other people to operate in our 
State. I think the best approach is to 
pursue a Bill that will establish a 
grazing land in each Local Government 
Area . 
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Mr Speaker, I wish we can expunge 
prayers two and three, if we all agree, 
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because prayer two seeks to ban the 
cattle rearers from entering farm-lands 
in Enugu State and if they are caught, 
they should pay for the destruction. I 
feel . that it is not possible to make such 
restr iction. The Executive cannot 
enforce it, and making a law that is not 
enforceable is a nullity. Since they live 
in the bush and they cannot pass 
without going through any farmland, it 
is not possible. 

Finally, I wish that the fifth prayer be 
retained. There is no limit to the number 
of Task Forces that can be set up by the 
Executive. They should set up a Task 
Force to let the farmers know that the 
government is concerned and that their 
lives are guaranteed. When any Task 
Force is set up, it should liaise with the 
House Comm ittee on Agriculture or any 
other relevant bodies and they should 
convene a meeting in respect of what 
we are talking about. 

Mr Speaker: I have a little opinion 
on this matter. I do not know what the 
Mover of the Motion has in his mind. 
You see, if we say, we remove item two 
or prayer two, the purpose of this 
Motion is defeated. Am I right? The 
idea is to stop them from going into the 
cultivated farmland . What I am saying 
is that it will be dangerous if we 
expunge prayer two. 

Mr Njeze: Mr Speaker, hon. 
Colleagues, may I move for the 
amendment of prayer two that it should 
now read: that these herdsmen and their 
cattle be banned from entering any 

cultivated farmland in Enugu State. 
That anyone caught should pay for 
whatever destruction caused. Thank 
you. 

Mr E. 0. Maduabu (Awgu South): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to second the 
Motion with a little amendment. We are 
talking of farmland but we have 
forgotten about economic trees, 
economic crops like what our people 
call 'Achara'. We use it for yam 
tendrils and other things. It is a tall type 
of grass. These cattle rearers go into the 
place and destroy them. It is one of the 
things our people are against, even 
native women trouped out to fight them 
over this type of destruction. We should 
say that the cattle rearers should be 
banned from destroying both farm crops 
and economic trees and any of them 
caught destroying any of these things 
should be held responsible and should 
be charged. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
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Mr E. U. Eze (Udenu): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I think the spirit of this Motion is 
very important. I am of the school of 
thought that the Mover of this Motion 
should go back and make further 
research. Sometime, in the early fifties, 
the Mover can make research, there was 
a law enacted on Cattle by the Eastern 
Region, and see what he can . do to 
incorporate that into this Motion. 
Secondly, when you talk of farm land, 
what we are saying is that cattle should 
not destroy cash crops: that is the spirit 
of this Motion. If we say, we restrict 
them, and tomorrow if they start to put 
up permanent structures what shall we 
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say. A journey of one thousand miles ,, 
starts with one step . I want the Mover of 
this Motion to do a thorough job on this . 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. 11 

Mr Speaker: It looks like the hon. 
Member for Enugu North (Mr Onoh) 
wants to speak. The rule says that, you 
do not speak twice on a Motion . Before 
you speak, you put on all your 
arguments; each Member has only thirty 
minutes to talk, or make '·" his 
contributions, except the Mover:' 

Mr Onoh: I want to make an 
amendment. 

Mr Speaker: You want to panel beat 
the Motion, it is not allowed, you have 
spoken three times. 

Mr Onoh: I want to avert the Sharia 
Law. 

Mr Speaker: No, please. 

I' ,,, 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo-Eze North I): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I want to associate 
myself with the last speaker. The Mover 
of this Motion should go back and 
recast it. Enugu State has been friendly 
to all tribes, we have been 
accommodating all Sates and tribes. 
There are certain aspects of this Motion 
that will create loophole, and if we pass 
it some people will say that the Enugu 
State House of Assembly has passed a 
Motion asking them to check the cattle 
rearers and by the time you know it, it 
has caused another trouble in the entire 
State. Many people are unemployed 

1/, 
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and if you make a statement like this, 
they start to chase the cattle rearers. 
Since the language of this Motion is 
more of Orders than suggestion, he 
should go back and moderate it so that 
we can find a way of helping the people 
that are affected without committing 
ourselves . 

Mr Speaker: I am getting a little bit 
confused. Well, I don't know. The hon. 
Member for Udenu (Mr Eze) moved a 
Motion that the Mover should go back 
and panel beat the Motion, and get 
certain facts. The hon . Member for Igbo 
Eze North (Mr Onyeze) seconded that 
Motion . I do not know whether we go 
by that or do we continue to make some 
amendments right on the Floor of the 
House. That is why I am saying that I 
am confused . 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, I 
align myself completely with this 
Motion, but there is an exist ing law on 
pastural route. The Mover of this 
Motion should try and link up with the 
existing law, so that we can have a 
proper demarcation of pastural routes in 
this State . Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, this is 
a matter of urgent public importance. If 
there has been a law in 1950 guiding 
cattle rearing, I have not seen any. I 
have not seen any contribution in this 
Motion that is contrary. Well, if we are 
going to be stereotype on the issue of 
technicalities over certain issues, what I 
know is that in a Motion, some 
Members will be against it while others 
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will be in favour. I still stand that we debate on this Motion moved and 
need to go on with the Motion . There seconded, I can now put the question. 
has never been any Motion people did 
not make contributions for subtraction 1 Question put and agreed to. 
or addition .... 

Mr Speaker: Hon. Colleagues, there 
is one thing you should understand. I 
want anything that is done to be done 
properly. Today you say that the 
Leader sponsored a Motion and the 
entire House passed it, you are the 
person taking the glory. Nobody wants 
this beautify Motion to fail, the only 
thing is that it appears sensitive. I do 
not think that your Motion is not 
accepted by the House. When I looked 
at this Motion, I congratulated you for 
taking such a step. Again, somebody 
even requested that this Motion is so 
nice, so interested that he moved a 
Motion that it should come in form of a 
Bill. Somebody again said that this 
should equally come up during the next 
sitting by the time you must have 
consulted other relevant records . 

So, the hon. Leader should not look 
at it as if some Members do not want to 
pass his Motion. We have suspended 
the necessary rules to enable his Motion 
come up. So, please let us just go ahead 
since there was a Motion moved and 
duly seconded. I do not want people to 
have negative feeling during debate on 
Motions. I want a situation where we 
lend our support, so that we do not fail 
to pass this Bill today and to give room 
for every Member to contribute and to 
accommodate cet1ain interests . So, 
since there is a Motion to defer further 

181 

Further debate on the Motion 
accordingly deferred 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

. Mr Speaker: The Tenders Board of 
this honourable House will meet on the 
rising of the House in Leader's Office. 
Those of you who are appointed as 
Members should endeavour to attend . 

The House Committee on petroleum 
Resources and Environmental 
Management will meet in Room 214 
today on the rising of the House. 
Signed: Mr Johnny Obidinma, 
Chairman. 

The House Committee on Education 
invites Members of this Committee to 
an emergency meeting in Room 216 
after sitting today. Signed: Nze Onyeze, 
Chairman. 

The House Committee on 
Agriculture and Natural Resources will 
meet on the rising of the House in the 
Chairman's Office. It is mandatory for 
all Members to attend. Signed: Mr 
Tony Chigbo. 

, There will be an inaugural meeting of 
the House Committee on Works and 
Transport, on the 14th day of August, 
2003 on the rising of the House at Room 
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119, Chairman's Office. Signed: l; Mr 
Chukwuegbo, Chairman. !I\ 

The Joint Committee on Health and 
Judiciary will have public hearing on 
the Bill titled Parklane Specialist 
Hospital on Monday the 18th day of 
August, 2003 at the Conference Hall, 
Enugu State House of Assembly, by 10 
a.m. Signed: Barrister Eugene Odph, 
Chairman. 

The House Committee on Finance 
and Appropriation will have her 
inaugural meeting as follows: Time: on 
the rising of the House. Signed by hon. 
JosefUmunna Onoh, Chairman. 

There will be a meeting of the House 
Committee on Special Duties and 
Economic Development today on the 
rising of the House at Room 219. 
Members are: The hon . Member for 
Udenu (Mr Eze) 

The hon. Member for lgbo-Etiti East 
(Mr Odoh) 

The hon. Member for lgbo-Eze 
North I (Mr Onyeze) 

The hon. Member for Udi North (Mr 
Njeze) 

The hon . Member for Enugu South I 
(Mr Ani) 

The hon. Member for Nsukka East 
(Mr Annlj 

I 

111 

ADJOURNMENT 
I 

1 
Leader (Mr Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, 

Sir, since we have extensively 
exhausted the items on the Order paper, 
in view of that, I hereby move that the 
House do now adjourn until 10 a.m . on 
Tuesday 19th August, 2003 at 10 a.m. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West) : Mr 
Speaker, I wish to second the Motion 
for adjournment. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourn until Tuesday 19th August, 2003 
at 10 a.m. 

Accordingly adjourned at 1.37 p.m. 
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HOUSE OF AS~;EMBL y 11\ 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA: 

Tuesday, 11" August, 2003 

(The House met at 10 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chai~) 
IIi 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Distinguished . hon. 
Colleagues, our Votes and Proceedings of 
Thursday 14th August, 2003 is here before 
the House. I have done justice to them 
and found them to be correct. However, I 
call for your comments to enable us, give 
them legal backing. Thank you. ~; 1 :,, 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): · Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have gone through the 
Votes and Proceedings of 14th August, 
2003, and found them correct, I therefore 
move for their adoption. 

Mr A. C. Nnadi (Igbo-Etiti West) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equally gone through 
the Votes and Proceedings and found 
them correct, I therefore second their 
adoption. 

Question put and agreed to: 

Votes and Proceedings of Thursday, 
August 141

" 2003 accordingly adopted. 

1! ,,1 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

Works has Started in Earnest 

Mr Speaker: 
1) Fellow Colleagues, actually 

going by the Order Paper of 
today we do not have much to 
discuss. The other day we spent 
almost four hours in the 
Chamber. I believe that by 
Thursday our Order Paper will 
be loaded, so whoever is 
coming should be prepared to 
stay up to four or more hours. 

2) I equally wish to appeal to those 
of you that have not been able 
to inaugurate their Committees 
to please do so immediately and 
take off. House Committees are 
the life-wire of any Assembly, 
and I will be very happy to see 
that those of you who are 
Committee Chairmen or woman 
are trying as much as possible 
to work round the clock. 

3) I equally wish to appeal to hon 
Members to note that the work 
has started. If one thinks that 
the work has not started, he may 
not be doing himself any good. 
Before one knows it, it is 
already into 2006 and we go 
into campaign and 2007 will be 
election. 

When we started in 1999, we 
all thought that 2003 will not 
come, before we know, it is here, 
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and elections were conducted; we 
won and lost. So, it · is very 
important that by the time you 
spend four years in the Assembly, 
you will be able to leave a legacy. 
When you talk of it, you should be 

1
r· 

able to know that you worked very ' 
hard now; you should not wait, 
may be towards the end of the 
four years, because one will not 
have the opportunity everyday to 
discuss one issue or another. So, I 

Committee Meeting 

5) There will be a meeting of the 
Joint House Committee on 

,, Judiciary and Health on 
::• Wednesday 20th August, 2003, 
' that is tomorrow. Venue is 

Room 225. Time is 10 a.m. It 
was signed by the hon. Member 
for Igbo-Etiti East (Mr Odo) 
Chairman. 

Inaugural Meeting 
am appealing that all of us should · 1 
try as much as possible to attend 

1

1 

6) 
and also to be ready to work: !: 

' li 

There will be an inaugural 
meeting of the House 
Committee on Civil Service and 
Labour Matters today, 19th 
August, 2003, on the rising of 
the House. Venue is Room 02. 
Members are: Mr M. 0. 
Onyeze, Mrs C. Eneh, Mr 0. 
Chukwuegbo and Mr C. U gwu. 
Thank you . 

If you look around today, I 
know that you are not impressed 
about the turn up of hon. 
Members. I do not know where 
they have gone to. I only 
exempted three Members, that is 
the hon. Member for Awgu North 
(Mr Enebe) who travelled out; the 
hon. Member for Enugu south I 

; ~ 

Ill ADJOURNMENT ,,. 

(Mr Anih) who lost his brother and if Leader: (Mr Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, 
the hon. Deputy Leader of the Sir I rise to move that the House do 
House (Mr Anikwe) who is sick. I . no~ adjourn till Thursday 21st August, 
believe that by Thursday 2003 at 10 a.m. 
everybody will be around. 

I wish to further remind you, 
fellow hon . Members, that the 
offices allocated to you are

1
not to 

be locked up. Even if you are not 
there, your Personal Assistant or 
Special Assistant should be able 
to keep the offices open so that 
people can come in and leave 
messages for you. All of us are 
men of impeccable integrity. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second the Motion 
. as moved by the Leader of the House. 

IIi: Question put and agreed to: 
l!l t 
i! 
" Resolved: That the House do now 
~djourn until Thursday 21st August, 
2003 at 10 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 12 noon. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursday, 21st August, 2003 

(The House met at I 0 a.m.) 

II 

I 

of 

PRAYERS :;1'. 
lliii' 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, our Votes and Proceedings 
of Tuesday, 19th August, 2003 ;:1 are 
before us. I have · gone through tqem, 
and found them to be correct However, 
I need your comments. Thank you. q 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have gone through the 
Votes and Proceedings of our last 
sitting and found them correct I, 
therefore, move for the adoption of the 
Votes and Proceedings as correct r~cord 
of what transpired that day. Thank you. 

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equally gone 
through the Votes and Proceedings of 
our last sitting and found them to be the 
true reflection of what we discussed. I, 
therefore, second the Motion for their 
adoption. Thank you. 

I 
I 

Question put and agreed to. 
1 

I' 

111 

lil 
111 
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... ,, 
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Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday, 
I 9 th August, 2003 accordingly adopted. 

MESSAGE FROM 
EXECUTIVE GOVERNOR 

Government House 
(Ahuja Building) 
Enugu 
August 20, 2003 

The Han. Speaker, 
Enugu State House of Assembly, 

· Legislative Building, 
Independence Layout, 
Enugu. 

Honourable Speaker, Sir, 

Confirmation of Ogbonna Ike as a 
Commissioner: 

THE 

His Excellency, the Executive Governor 
of Enugu State, Dr Chimaroke 
Nnamani, has approved the nomination 
of Ogbonna Ike (Mr) as a 
Commissioner. 

Honourable Speaker, Sir, I have the 
directive to forward his name to the 
honourable House of Assembly of 
Enugu State to request the confirmation 
of his appointment for subsequent 
swearing-in as a Commissioner and 
member of the State Executive Council. 
May I further request, Sir, that you treat 
this matter at the earliest possible time. 
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Thank you, Sir, 

(Signed) 
Innocent M. Agbo (KSP) 
Secretmy to the State Government 

Leader: (Mr Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, hon. Colleagues, I move that the 
request from His Excellency, the 
Executive Governor of Enugu State, 
which has just been sent to this 
honourable House be accepted for 
consideration . 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues, I rise to 
second the Motion moved by the Leader 
of the House (Mr Ebenyi) for this House 
to accept the message from His 
Excellency. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Message accordingly accepted. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

PARK LANE SPECIALIST 
HOSPITAL 

Report of the Joint Committee on 
Health and Judiciary, on the Bill for 
a Law seeking for the Establishment 
of Park Lane Specialist Hospital, Bill 
No.3, 2003. 

Chairman Joint Committee on 
Health and Judiciary (Mr E. Odo): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, some time ago, the 
aforementioned Committee was 

372 

mandated by the hon. Speaker to give a 
legislative scrutiny on the above
mentioned Bill. 

The Joint Committee, in its several 
sittings, interviews, public hearings and 
visitations have completed the 
assignment. 

The report we are about submitting 
before the plenary session of the House 
w'as made possible in view of the power 
of the Enugu State House of Assembly 
to make laws establishing a State 
Specialist Hospital as can be seen in part 
II of the second schedule (Concurrent 
Legislative List) of the Constitution of 
the Federal Republic ofNigeria 1999. ,, 

We have held public hearing with 
respect to this Bill and the public 
attested and have made valuable 
contributions. 

Several memoranda were also 
collected; visits were made to the 
Ministry of Health and Park Lane 
Specialist Hospital and interviews were 
conducted with medical experts and 
specialist in various fields of medicine. 
All these assisted to come out with this 
report which, I must confess, has not 
been an easy task. 

The committee however made some 
amendments which I hereby enclose as 
a very essential part of this report. 

11r 

,· ieader: Mr Speaker, I hereby move 
that' the Report just presented by the 
Chairman of the Joint Committee on 
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Health and Judiciary on Parklane 
Specialist Hospital be accepted for 
immediate consideration along with the 
original copy of the Bill. 

Deputy Leader: Thank you, Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to second the 
Motion for the acceptance of the report 
of the Joint Committee on Health and 
Judiciary as moved by the han. Leader 
of the House to be considered along 
with the original Bill. ' 

Question put and agreed to. 

.. ' 

Leader: Thank you, Mr Speaker. " In 
furtherance to the acceptance of :the 
report, may I now move that the House 
do now resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole House for 
immediate consideration of the Bill with 
the Report. 

Mr D. Agbo (Enugu East I) : Mr 
Speaker, I rise to second the Motion. 

,, 

Question put and agreed to. l.' 1!, ,:,~ 
II! 
~ 

P ARKLANE SPECIALIST1 

HOSPITAL BILL NO.3, 2003 

(Considered In the Committee of 
the Whole) 

The Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues, we have to leave the S~ort 
Title, the Date of Commencement and ,,, 
Enactment, after we come back to them. 

I 

So, we will start with the Interpretation, 
that is, Clause Two. Look at Clause 

r I 
(!; d~ 

jl 

~t. 
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Two: Interpretation. Before then we 
have: In this law, that is the meaning of 
the Short title, it says: The 
Establishment include the Hospital, the 
School of Nursing and other Institutions 
controlled by the Board. We have 
amendment by the han. Member for 
Udenu (Mr Eze) . I do not know why the 
amendment did not go through the 
Committee. In line 'six' delete the word 
the before the word Board. The Board 
means the Parklane Specialist Hospital 
Board established by this law. In the 
same Clause Two, line eight, delete the 
before the Hospital. Hospital means: 
The Parklane Specialist Hospital 
established in Section Three of this law. 
I ' will read the Establishment if 
everybody accepts. 

Clause 2: (Interpretation) - as 
amended, ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 

Section 3: 
Mr E. Eze (Udenu): Mr Speaker, I 

have a question. My question is on the 
amendment as regards your suggestion 
to leave off the Short Title and Date of 
Enactment. If we pass Clause 3 and 
later come back to it, how will it look? I 
wish that the title is disposed off without 
delay. 

The Chairman: The hon. Member 
for Udenu (Mr Eze) should realize that 
we do not go into Short Title before 
ever handling the other aspects of the 
Bill. We normally run through the entire 
Bill and later come back to the Short 
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Title, Enactment and Commencement 
Date . Unless you now decide that we 
treat the Short Title first before going 
through the entire · Bill, fine, we go 
ahead and do it !lke that. I have no 
objection to that. I just want to carry 
everybody along in the whole exercise. 

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo-Uwani): Mr 
Speaker, I rise to support that you leave 
off the Title while you continue, after 
which we go back to the Short Title 
because the Title runs through the 
whole document. Let us go ahead with 
other headings meanwhile, and later 
solve the problem of the Title. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker. I 
think we should not form the habit of 
forgetting so soon. Just like the Bill on 
the Private University we treated last 
(Interruptions) 

The Chairman : The amendment 
proposed by the hon. Member for 
Udenu (Mr Eze) appeared in all the 
pages of the Bill. So, if we accept that 
without first of all having the Short 
Title, by the time we finish we may 
have achieved nothing. For instance, 
they said, Short Title, "delete the words 
'Park Lane' and insert 'Enugu State' 
wherever it is applicable, thus, 'Enugu 
State Specialist Hospital' ." 

So, I am saying that if we accept that 
we delete the words 'Park Lane' and 
insert 'Enugu State' anywhere it is 
applicable, and then go ahead from 
there. 

376 

, Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo-Eze North I): 
Mr Chairman, Sir, I feel that we should 
not change the word 'Park Lane' 
because we are trying to make a Law, to 
on an Institution, and that Institution 
must have a location. We cannot make 
Law in the air. The Hospital must have 
a location to exist. Park Lane may 
establish branches later on with an 
amending Law, and that amending law 
we are saying must indicate the location. 
That is my view, Mr Chairman. 

188 

The Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues, let us assume that there is 
nothing like Park Lane in existence. 
However, what this Law is now seeking 
is to up-grade Park Lane to Specialist 
Hospital. If we like its existence, we 
need not go about quarreling over the 
change of name by now. 

Mr E. Odo (Igbo-Etiti East): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, the point is that I 
appreciate the corrections so far made, 
but it would be ridiculous in my mind if 
we delete the word 'Park Lane' . .. 

I' If ' 
The ·' Chairman: Order! Hon. 

Members, let us look at the last page of 
the Bill. You can see where it is said, 
'The Enugu State Park Lane Specialist 
Hospital' . If you look at the object and 
reasons, it says, 'This Bill seeks to 
establish the Enugu State Park Lane 
Specialist Hospital and to provide for 
the ,I;Hospital facilities usually provided 
in !'similar hospitals of international 
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support the amendment of the hon . 
Member for Udenu (Mr Eze). 

Mr Odo: Mr Chairman, Sir, I think 
our duty here is to point out what we 
think is not in line. Moreover, if we say 
'Enugu State Specialist Hospital' and 
omit Park Lane that will take us back td 
the position we were in the 70s, and it 

dt I 

will be a slight on our part to re-enact 

Mr Eze: I am happy that we are 
1 upgrading the present Park Lane 

'j))! Hospital. I believ~ the word Enugu 
i!. State ' is higher than Park Lane. 

an Institution that will not have 
facilities available. Let us not make a 
mockery of ourselves. What we have to 
do is that if it is . . . (interruptions). so: 
Mr Chairman, I want you to consider 
this very well before we take a decision. 

Mr M . Njeze (Udi North): I M~ . ;I 
Chairman, Sir, by what Fellow hon4~~ 
Members have said and which seem t~ 
appeal to me is that the Enugu State 
Park Lane specialist Hospital is th~ l 
hospital that this Bill is seeking to 
establish, what is the purpose of 
expunging 'Park Lane' . When we 
expunge the words 'Park Lane' may be 
in the next six months you may be 
asked to amend the law because ' we 
have Enugu State Park Lam~ in 
existence. When we consider these 
things and the consideration appe~l to 
us we leave it as it is. So, I feel and 
urge you hon. Members to leave it as it 
IS. 

Leader: Mr Chairman, I want to 
remind the hon. Members that this Bill 
is not seeking to establish a new, 
hospital but to upgrade the existing Park 
Lane Hospital. It is just seeking fo~l1 

''I upgrading. I see no reason ' why you 
should add Enugu State to the specialist.J 
It is not a new Institution. I do not 

Secondly, if you look through the Bill, 
you find a section of the Bill where it 
says that the Board will have authority 
to acquire other institutions. I am 
saying suppose the specialist hospital 
decides to pick Okpanku Health Centre 
to be part of the Specialist Hospital, are 
we then going to say Park Lane 
Specialist Hospital? But if you say 
Enugu State Specialist Hospital, it is 

1 more relevant. 

The Chairman : One can still say 
Enugu State Park Lane, Specialist 
Hospital, Okpanku. 

An bon. Member: We have ESUT 
. faculties and centres . 

"I 

( The Chairman: Listen please, there 
!ib are new local governments created 

1 recently. We have Aninri North, Aninri 
East, Aninri West, I am from Aninri 
North, if one says North, it will not 
make sense but the word Aninri is very 
important so Aninri North makes sense. 

CLAUSE 3 - as amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill 

CLAUSE 4 - ESTABLISHMENT 
OF THE BOARD 
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The Chairman: There is an 
amendment in line 2: insert comma after 
Hospital thus: there is established from ' 
the Management of the Hospital, a 
Board of management to be known as 
the Park Lane Specialist Board, which 
shall be a body corporate with 
perpetual succession and common seal 
with power to sue and be sued in its 
cmporate name. 

CLAUSE 4 - ESTABLISHMENT 
OF THE BOARD - as amended, 
ordered to stand part of the Bill 

CLAUSE 5 (i) - MEMBERS OF 
THE BOARD 

I 

I
I· 
![ . CLAUSE 6 - CHAIRMAN TO 

DIRECTION TO GIVE GENERAL 
:.THE BOARD 

The Chairman: There is an 
amendment. In line one delete C and 
·insert I thus : subject to subsection (i) of 
this section if at any meeting of the 
Board the Chairman is absent the 
members present shall elect one of their 
members to preside at the meeting and 

~. such person shall have the powers of the 
: Chairman for that meeting. Then 6 (4) 
In line three insert comma after meeting 
delete four and insert jive thus: At any 
meeting, of the Board, the Chairman 
and three other members shall form a 
quorum. Section 6 (5) At any meeting of 

There is an · 
1
, the Board, notice of the meeting shall be 

amendment. In line one delete Nine and . issued to members at least forty-eight 
insert Ten, thus: The Board shall 'consist jll hours before the said meeting. 
of a Chairman and ten other members Jf I 

The Chairman: 

who shall be appointed by the Governor :· ' CLAUSE 6 - as amended, ordered to 
as follows - . Then in clause 5(ii) in line stand part of the Bill 
one insert two thus : two other members 
to represent the public. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): Mr 
Speaker, a member of the Nursing 
Council, is the Member going to be 
from this State , or any part of tlie 
country? 

The Chairman: It is from this State. 

CLAUSE 5 (1) - MEMBERS OF: 
THE BOARD - as amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill 

:r~ ,, 

.oil 

'jit 
II 

CLAUSE 7 - APPOINTMENT OF 
CHIEF MEDICAL DIRECTOR/ 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

CLAUSE 7(1) - ordered to stand 
part of the Bill 

CLAUSE 7(2)(a) - as amended, 
ordered to stand part of the Bill 

CLAUSE 7(2)(b&c) - ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 
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CLAUSE 8- APPOINTMENT OF 
SECRETARY OF THE BOARD - as 
amended, ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. ,,, ; ;, . 

,,, ~! :'1 
:ir ~i •• ~ 

CLAUSE 9 - APPOINTMENT '10E 
SECRETARY TO THE HOSPITAL" ~: 

CLAUSE 9(1)b - as amended, 
ordered to stand part of the Bill. , , 

CLAUSE 10 (APPOINTMENT OF 
MEDICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
EXECUTIVE) , 1 'I . ''"\ .. ,, ,, 

CLAUSE 10 ' (l(a), (b), 2 a~
1

d 3}1\as 
amended, ordered to stand part of Bill 

IJ 
CLAUSE 11; (CHIEF MEDICAL 

DIRECTOR'S TENURE OF OFFICE) 
- ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

CLAUSE 12: (FUNCITONS OF 
THE BOARD) - ordered to stand part 
,.( h B"ll H, li o1 t e z . 1, ~~ 

;,, ~· 
:1•' 

CLAUSE 13 : (POWER OF:!i THE 
BOARD) - ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 

CLAUSE 14: (STAFF) - ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

CLAUSE 15: (l(a), 2 (b), 3 an~ 4). 
as amended, ordered to stand part of 

the Bill. , I ~~~· 
'\ I ~~~ j 

CLAUSE 16: · (ANNUAL ' 
I 

ESTIMATES) - as amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 
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Mr Ezeh: Mr Chairman, Sir, thi s 
Sections 17 and 18 should be read 
together because as in 18 "they are 
expected to include at the end of each 
financial year audited report", so, infuse 
1,7 and 18. The Board shall soon after 
the end of each financial year prepare 
and submit to the Governor a report in 
such form as the Governor may direct 
on the activities of the Board for the 
financial year and shall include in the 
report a copy of the audited accounts of 
the Board for the financial year and the 
Auditor's Report thereon. 

; If we leave Section 1 7 open, by 
li~king the Board as soon as may be 
possible or thereafter, then you find that 
even two, three years, no Auditor's 
Report will be sent. So, to make sure 
that they submit yearly Auditor's 
Report, it is better to fuse them, and that 
is the spirit of my proposal. Thank you. 

CLAUSE 17 - 18: - as amended, 
ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

CLAUSE 19 - ordered to stand part 
ofthe Bill. 

CLAUSE 20 - 20(a) - ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

CLAUSE 20(b) - as amended, 
ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

CLAUSE 20 (c) - (d) - ordered to ,, 
stand part of the Bill. 
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CLAUSE 2l(a) - (e) - ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

CLAUSE 2l(f) - as amended, 
ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

CLAUSE 22 - ordered to stand part 
of the Bill. 

CLAUSE 23 - ordered to stand part 1 

ofthe Bill. 

CLAUSE 24 - ordered to stand part 
of the Bill. 

Long title- agreed to. 

Short title- agreed to. 

Commencement date - 21st August, 
2003 -agreed to. 

Citation- agreed to. 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair) 

Leader: (Mr Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, Colleagues, having gone through 
with the Committee of the Whole 
House and all the necessary 
amendments made, may I now move 
that the Enugu State Park Lane 
Specialist Hospital Bill No. 3, 2003, as 
amended, be now read the Third time. 

Bill reported out of Committee with 
amendments, read the Third time and 
passed. 

,, 
384 

I I~ 

., Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, the Enugu State Park Lane 
Specialist Hospital Bill has been read 
the Third time, and going by the rules of 
this House, the Bill has now been 
passed . I wish to express my happiness, 
especially to the Committee for the 
efforts, courage and commitment. It 

' and was last week that this Bill was sent 
to them, the manner and effort are very 
impressive. Please, any Committee that 
a bill is sent to should try as much as 
possible to emulate them. 

I wish to thank other Members for 
' contributing immensely during the 
debate on this Bill. I will like to thank 
the Clerks-at-Table and the Verbatim 
Reporters for their efforts during the 

, passage of this Bill. I wish to thank the 
gentlemen of the press for the way and 
manner they have been reporting the 
affairs of this House. I say to God be 
the glory. Thank you and God bless. 

Honourable Colleagues, I wish to 
bring to your notice that the Order Paper 
is over loaded. We cannot take it at a 
stretch. Let us take a break for about 
t~irty minutes. 

Leader: In line with what the 
Speaker has said, may I move that the 
House takes a recess and returns by 2 
p.m . Thank you. 

1 Mrs C. Ene (Udi South) I beg to 
second the Motion. 

jil 
· 1~ .! l" ,, I 
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Question put and agreed to. 

Sitting suspended at 1.22 pm. 
.. 
~: 

Sitting resumed at 2:13pm ,•
1 ,fl 

1 1!11, 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, hon. 
Colleagues, the House after accepting 
the message from His Excellency, 
suspended conducting the interview of 
the Commissioner-Designate. Now that 
we have reconvened, may I move that 
the House resolves itself into the 
Committee of the Whole House for the 
consideration of the confirmatio~ of the 
C . . D . Th k ld ommtsswner- estgnate. an you. 

I I I• Jlf 

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo-Uwani): 
1
1 Mr 

Speaker, Sir, hon . Colleagues, I rise to 
second the Motion moved by the 
Leader. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

INTERVIEW OF ::.' . ]i ·I 

COMMISSIONER-DESIGNATE I 
' I ~ J , 

(Mr Ike) 

(In the Committee of the Whole 
House) 

The Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues, you are aware of the 
message, this morning, from • His 

1 ; I II 

Excellency, the Executive Governor of 
Enugu State, Dr. Chimaroke Nna~ani, 
asking the honourable House'il to 
consider one of the nominees who 'iwas 
appointed, as Commissioner-Designate 
in Enugu State Government. One the 

... 
IIi 
1111 

I .. 
I ~fl· 
t ::,j 
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development, the Commissioner
Designate was invited and he has 
already submitted his curriculum vitae 
to this House. And I hereby call the 
Sergeant-at-Arms to lead the 
Commissioner-Designate into the 
Chamber for the interview. 

Thereupon 
Designate was 
Chamber. 

the Commissioner 
conducted into the 

' The Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues, the Commissioner nominee 
is before the House. I have no doubt 
that every Member has come in with his 
own questions as it concerns the 
interview before us. So, if that is the 
case, I wish to invite Members to throw 
their questions to the Commissioner
Designate. Thank you. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South) : Mr 
Chairman, Sir, Mr Ike, you look so 
bright. This shows that you are equal to 
the task. But in your resume, you did 
not include your place of birth, and it 
did not indicate whether you are a 
Nigerian or a Foreigner; and no Local 
Government Area. Please, could you tell 
us why you did not include or put in 
these things. Again, from your Resume, 
it seems that you worked in a public 
institution, and also that you are a 
Consultant. What do you gain as a 
politician? Instead of staying in the 
institution of higher learning, you prefer 
coming down to become a 
Commissioner? What do you have to 
say about it? Thank you. 
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•' I 
(Commissioner-Designate (Mr Ike) : · Mr Ikeh: With due respect to the 

Mr Chairman, Sir, Distinguished hon. hon. House, Sir, I was not informed to 
Members, to answer the first question, I bring my certificate or copies of my 
am sorry that I did not include my vital credentials. And I promise that it will 
documents, it is really an oversight. I be made available if the House requests 
am a citizen of Nigeria, and from it. To attend to the second question, the 
Nsukka Local Government Area. Programme is a Research Programme. 
(Laughte1) And to attend to the second So my studies are here in Nigeria. Even 
question, I have many years experience, though, the certificate is meant to be 
and I think it is high time I applied the awarded'' in South Africa. Also, it is a 
knowledge and the experience to help programme that I can fix anytime I like, 
the good people of Enugu State. And I so that after I finish my research, the 
also have experience in a Marketing certificate should be awarded . So it 
Company as Private Director of the may be studied at anytime I can adjust 
Company. And also I have experience it, and at anytime I want to continue it. 
as a doctorate researcher and in But the demand of State should be 
practical business. I think I have fulfilled first. Thank you. 
answered the questions you asked. . ir ' 

Mr E. Odo (Igbo-Etiti East): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, I want to put a little 
question to the Commissioner
Designate. Having seen the particulars 
of your qualification, as itemized in 
your Resume, I want you to assist us on 
how an ordinary man could assume the 
whole offices, considering the fact that 
there is no single annexure as per all 
your claims? Secondly, your Resum~ 
showed that you are running a 
programme in one of the African 
Universities in South Africa, and you 
are now trying to assume a very serious 
task to become a Commissioner. So 
how do yo u handle these? Are you 
doing part-time or full -time 
programme? Could you throw more 
light on these two questions so that we 
can know the basis and start 
somewhere. Thank you. 

Mr E. Eze (Udenu): Mr Ike who is 
rep&senting you . Please what 
Constituency do you come from? 

I 

Mr lkeh: Mr Chairman, Sir, for a 
long time, I have not been involved in 
any State matter and this for this while 
. . . (interruptions) 

The Chairman: Mr Ike, are you 
telling us that you do not know your 
Constituency and the person that is 

I" · t 

representing you here in the House? 

Commissioner Designate: Sir, my 
Constituency is Nsukka East. . .. 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo-Eze North I): 
Mr Ike, based on your response, don't 
you lfeel that you will serve the State 
better as a Consultant? Because, as a 
Commissioner, you will be attending to 

it 1 jl lt l., 
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people from the various parts of the 
State, and you know that they will be 
having problems. Since you do riot ~ven 

j, ·11 
know your own people, how do ,'you 
serve the entire people? I feel you 
should have chosen to serve the State as 
a Consultant? Don't you feel you will 
serve better there? 

Mr Ikeh: Mr Chairman, Sir, serving 
as a Commissioner has a recognition in 
all parts of Nigeria, and I do not say.that 
I do not know my people, I know,; my 

I 
people and I know my rulers very f ell. 
(Prolonged Laughter) }1

' • •. :111 

I I 

Mr Onyeze: Mr Ike, you did ll not 
answer my question at all. 

The Chairman: Mr Ike, why is it 
that you cannot go on with your 
profession, instead of going to take up 
appointment as a Commissioner, 
because those people you are going to 

. deal with, you do not even know~. them. 1 
.IIi 

Mr Ikeh: Mr Chairman, Sir, I think 
there will be enough time to know the 
person representing me .. . (Prolonged 
Interruptions). 

The Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues, please, just take it easy. ;; " 

! 1l· it I 

I If 
Deputy Leader: Mr ' Chairman, ,1 1~ir, 

what we have here is a Resume of w,wk, 
but what the House needed 11 is 
Curriculum Vitae. Resume is the 
summary, so Resume of what are you 
presenting? 

. ,, 
Ill! 
.iii 

I :i :1 

I ~~ 
'· Jil t '!I 

'I .. ' 
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Mr Ikeh: A Resume of my personal 
.work, that is my Curriculum Vitae 
(C.V) (Laughter) 

•I 

,I The Chairman: Mr Ike, what the 
House normally requires and is always 
presented before this House is C.V. and 
not the summary of what you have here. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, if this 
man standing before us is presenting a 
resume of his political diary, he should 
write it. You cannot say you are writing 
a resume, a resume of what? Of political 
t6rm of a political leader. If you are 
writing it, do so that we will be able to 
know that we are treating a resume or 
curriculum vitae. 

The Chairman: With due respect, 
Deputy Leader has asked his question. 
Besides, I do not expect such question 
from him. So, the Commissioner
designate, Mr Ike, you said that with 
time you will get to know the person 
representing you in this House. Your 
Local Government you do not even 
know. Also, I am aware you do not even 
know the name of the Deputy Governor 
of Enugu State. Do you know the name 
of the Governor of Enugu State. 
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I 

Mr Ogbonna Ike: Mr Chairman, the 
name of the Governor of Enugu State is 
Dr Chimaroke Nnamani and his Deputy 
i~ 1 Mr Okechukwu ltanyi. 

I 

I. 

I 

I. 

t. \' 11 

Jl ;I 
I' 'I' 
'!'.!''.· 1 ·1, I . 

h 
I, 'I'\ 

I :,r.r 

i~' I 

II 

L.,'ti jl. 

u' 

H 

ll ·~: • 
. ~'I 

'I 
I 

~ .. ' . :II~ 



'!j ,, 

I• 

·II': I ~ . . I 

I'I'J I 

It i 
• t~ ' 

') 
. '1·1•1 i t ~ I ' 

I• 

l H ! 
I 

·li; r,t· I 

1
1 r.. 

t1 
II I 

It I I 

I 

Enugu State House of Assembly Debates 
21 August, 2003 

I Iii, 391 392 

II~ 
The Chairman: Mr Ike what they Gdvernments . Please do you know how 

asked you is the full name of the many Local Governments we have in 
Deputy Governor of Enugu State. Enugu State and the Senatorial Zones 

(Laughter) 
Mr Ike: In due time, in future, I will 

be familiar with their names. 

The Chairman: Mr Ike, do you 
mean you do not know? 

Mr Ike: I do not know it in the 
normal way. 

Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr 
Chairman, the gentleman before us is an 
expert in his own field which is 
Community of Human Resources, and 
His Excellency has taught us all that 
democracy in third world is poverty 
eradication. 

Several bon. Members: Point of 
Order! (Interruptions) . 

The Chairman: Order! The hon. 
Deputy Speaker is lobbying. This is the 
first time we are screening a 
Commissioner and clearing him the 
same day. We know what we are 
doing. Nobody is trYing to indict this 
man. What we are doing is the proper 
thing by asking this young man the 
basic questions (Interruptions) 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): Mr 
Chairman, Sir. The Commissioner 
designate, since you are going to work 
as a Commissioner in Enugu State and 
you know a Commissioner's functions 
covers the entire State and the Local 

The Chairman: Please let us not 
belittle ourselves. I am not speaking for 
him, but I am aware that the young man 
is talented. The area you are asking him 
question is not the area he knows very 

' well. And I am sure he has not been 
around Enugu here. So, let us ask him 
questions relating to what we are doing. 
I expect members to ask him reasonable 
questions . It is not necessary to ask him 
how many Local Government Areas we 
have in Enugu State which has nothing 
to j

1
do with the position he is going to 

occupy, please: 

I
I 

. l 
"Mr' ' M. Njeze (Udi North): My 

brother, Ogbonna Ike, from your resume 
you majored in Business Administration 
and one of your publications is on 
making the subject more effective. 
Which Ministry do you think if you are 
attached, you will best pursue the policy 
of community of human Resources to 
solve the problems of the Government 
ofEnugu State? 

1·. It 
Mr Ike: If I work in the Ministry of 

Human Development which has a lot of 
work to do with the people at the 
grassroot, it will be a very good 
opportunity to ensure that Government 
is bent to see that development is not 
concentrated in one particular area. 
Working with ,people at the grassroots 

I
ll t p 'I 1 
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will show people what the Government 
has in its agenda for their interest \: 

" I J: 
:il: til 'I 

The Chairman: You see, this 
question is very important. The hon. 
Member for Udi North (Mr Njeze) from 
what Mr Ike answered, now we can see 
that he has the area he can do well. ' 

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo-Uwani) : Mr 
Chairman, it was on eight o' clock news 
I heard on the radio that our amiable 
Governor has sent a name, 'one ·Mr 

j 

Ogbonna Ike, to the House of Assem,Rly 
for clearance and the povernor ,Xas 
telling the world that his intention wlas 
to create a Ministry of Human 
Management and Poverty Alleviation. 
Based on this, Mr Chairman I move that 
Mr Ike should take a bow and leave the 
Chambers. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsuk.ka West): ¥r 
Chairman, I humbly wish to secopd that ' 
Mr Ogbonna Ike takes a bow and leaves 
the Chamber. 

Question put and to. 

Mr Ogbonna Ike, the Commissioner 
designate, accordingly took a bow and 
left the Chamber. , 

" II I· ,, 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair)! ~ 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Members, 
the interview has been conducted and 
concluded, and the man has 
demonstrated his ability convincingly 
by answering some of the questions 

394 

posed before him. May I now have your 
general comments. Thank you. 

·: Mr E. U. : Ezeh (Udenu): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I want to say that the 
young man, to my understanding, is 
naturally brilliant. He is young, and, 
looking at him, I think he has some 
element of brilliance. I recall vividly 
that it is like father like son. His father 
was one time Accountant-General of 
this State. He served the State 
meritoriously, and, therefore, for this 
reason and other reasons, which you 

I • 
know, I am callmg on my Fellow hon. 
Members to support his confirmation as 
a Commissioner in this State. Thank 
you. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, with due 
respect, I am appealing to Fellow hon. 
Members, with special appeal, to 
confirm this youngman's appointment. 
From the way he answered questions 
here you can believe that he is a very 
intelligent person and many of us know 
that the Ministry he is going to manage 
is a special Ministry. It is not every 
dick and harry that can go there because 
it is a special Ministry. It is not 
everybody that can go there as a 
Commissioner that can perform. 

I think this is the first time we are 
having a Ministry of Human 
Development and Poverty Eradication 
and it .requires an expert. This man is an 
expert, he has traveled all over the 
world making research on human 
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development for people 
establishing here locally. 

who are 

Very unfortunately, he has not been 
here, and this time around what we are 
looking for is a technocrat. We are not 
talking of parties now, we need an 
expert. We, the party members have 
done our job. We know our people, 
they know us. Now that we have been 
given their mandate we did not ' put 't·• 

ourselves first to over-ride our decision, I 
and that was why His Excellency went 
and brought this man so that he can 
perform as required. 

So, I am appealing to hon. Members 
here and you Mr Speaker, to please 
confirm this man's appointment as 
Commissioner in Enugu State. 1The 
young people are going to benefit 
immensely from his wealth of 
experience. Thank you. 

Mr M. 0 . Onyeze (Igbo-Eze North 
I): Mr Speaker, Sir, the Government in 
which we are and in which the 
Commissioner-Designate is going to ' 
serve, if confirmed, has a programme. 
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IIi 
1
Jj So, I plead with the hon. Members to 

cbnsider him on merit, considering his 
age and the level he has reached as an 
expert. He is going to do his best for the 
State. Thank you . 

· Mr M. Njeze (Udi North) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, the 32-year youngman has 
just been interviewed for the post of 
Commissioner. From the answers to the 
questions _put across to him, I find him 
to be qualified in his field of experience, 
and •since we know the Ministry he is 
being proposed for, we have seen that 
he is actually qualified for that Ministry. 
The question for us is, do we want that 
Ministry to actually function very well? 
And I know that the answer is yes, all of 
us want it. Therefore, I wish to plead to 
the House that we approve the 
'I' 
appointment of Mr Ogbonna Ike as 
Commissioner in Enugu State, and I 

!·· ri:ow 'move that the Question be put. 

Question, That the Question be now 
put, put and agreed to. 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

If you look at the way Federal Ministers il Resolved: That this honourable 
were appointed, a lady was pulled: out ~~~ Hou~e today 21st August, 2003 confirms 
from the World Bank to serve' as It'' the appointment of Mr Ogbonna Ike as 
Federal Minister of Finance. So, it is · Commissioner in Enugu State 
not unusual to bring in an expert to Government. 
serve when Government has a specific 
programme to execute for the people. 
So, I think that the youmgman who has 
just been interviewed is going to work 
hard with the people he is going to 
meet. 

I'' 
I 

I II 
I I 
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REPORT FROM THE . 
COMMITTEE ON PETROLEUM 

'' , ' ~I . RESOURCES AND '•' II ,,1 
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT '

1 

•II! 
~· 

Chairman Committee on 
Petroleum Resources and 
Environmental Management (Mr 
Obidinma): Mr Speaker, Sir, before 
giving the Report, I will first of all 
highlight to this House the reason .for 
not giving them this Report as expected 

; ' j I' I ~ I 
last Tuesday. Some of us alread~ know 

the reason. 
1
• 

1

• 

1 

' ,)_ ~~~ 
''''\ I :.\ !'I' " ,:, ,, 

On Saturday, the Committee actually 
II 

left to the area and when we got to the 
area we could not believe ourselves. 
We met with the town union President
General and they pleaded with the 
House, through the Committee, to 
reschedule the visit because they, were 
not ready to receive us . The Committee :I 
gave some considerations and agreed ':to !': 
the plea made by the President-General. . 

So, on Monday we went back, but 
due to bad road we encountered a lot of 
problems. Rainfall in the area made 
flood to cover the roads. For that we 
could not come back on time. That was 
the reason why the Report wa~ npt 

presented on Tue~day. , \:I .. j~ ' 
Hon. Speaker, hon. Me~bers, ~fte~,l\a ', 

resolution passed on the Floor of the 
h 'I 

House on Thursday 141 August, 2003, 
about gas pollution in Okpanku as 
contained in a Motion moved by hon. 
Maduabu Emmanuel, the Committee, as 

398 

directed, visited the affected areas on 
Monday 18111 August, 2003. The 
committee met with many difficulties. 
It so rained heavily that flood covered 
some parts of the road and some 
bridges, like Ivo Bridge, were 
unpassable. The Ivo Bridge was in 
dilapidated condition and made 
movement difficult, and all these 
problems delayed the journey of the 
committee. 

1

1 
The committee eventually arrived 

Aninri East Local Government at 12.15 
! '1 

pm. and was received by the 
Transitional Committee Chairman, Hon. 
Obinna Achi, in his office. After formal 
introduction by the Committee 
members, the Transitional Chairman, 
together with the members of the 
Committee, went down to Ekoli where 
the Igwe, Professor S.U. Ukpabi, Igwe 
Reginald Aja Chukwu (JP) of Okpanku, 
lg\;Ve Matthias Ekweremadu of Mpu, 
Hon. Engineer Jonathan Ivoke and their 
subjects were waiting for us . We were 
received by the three traditional rulers, 
their cabinet members and members of 
their communities. The Igwe of Ekoli, 
Professor S.U. Ukpabi, while addressing 
the committee, told us that the gas 
pollution affected Mpu, Ekoli and 
Okpanku Communities. He informed 
the ·committee that the effect of the gas 
dan}age on their crops would last for 
years. 

We were taken to the affected Ivo 
River and the farmlands and we saw 
how their crops, like rice, yams, 
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potatoes, melon, cassava, maize, 
groundnuts, etc. were destroyed by the 
gas pollution. Dead fishes were seen 
floating on the river. We also saw some 
of the community members that had 
contact with the water and the skin 
injuries inflicted on them by the 
polluted water. 

A rice farmer at Okpanku in 
narrating his orde~:tl, informed 'the 
members that all his crops were 
destroyed by the gas pollution. Another 
farmer at Ekoli equally narrated how 
her cassava farmland was destroyed by 
the gas leakage. 

FINDINGS: 
1. The Committee was able to find 

out that three communities, 
namely, Okpanku, Ekoli •and 
Mpu were affected by the gas 
pollution. 

2. The Committee noticed equally 
that Ivo River is the only source 
of water supply to the affected 
communities, 

3. The State of Ivo bridge is in a 
very bad condition. 

4. We equally saw that dead fishes 
were floating on Ivo River. 

5. The Committee saw how their 
agricultural products, like rice, 
cassava, yams, maize, potatoes, 
melon, groundnuts, etc. were 
destroyed by the gas leakage. 

I!' 
I 

It 400 

I
ll ' 

>' jf 
6i Leaves of both perennial and 

annual crops were seen looking 
yellowish and translucent 
thereby evidencing contact with 
oil. 

tl· I 

' 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
After careful observation of facts on 

hand by the members, the Committee 
came up with the following 
recommendations: 

1. ·•: That the State Government 
:" should, as a matter of sympathy, 

urge NNPC to compensate the 
affected farmers in the three 
communities, namely Okpanku, 
Ekoli and Mpu. 

2. Urgent attention should be given 
to Ivo Bridge, if, possible new 

' one be erected. .. I; ,~: 

~~. 3! L 1, v· ·1 h ld b 
:· :1 , oca 1g1 ante s ou e 

encouraged by everybody and 
problems reported as soon as 
discovered. 

Thanks. Signed hon. Anichukwu John 
Member, . Hon. (Mrs) Chika Eneh, 
Member, Hon. Agbo Dennis, Member, 
Hon.)ii' (Chief) Paul Anikwe Member, 
.Hon. 'Emmanuel Maduabu, Member and 
finally ;, Hon. Obidinma Johnny, 
Chail:man, House Committee on 
Petroleum Resources and 
Environmental Management. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I 
move ,, that the Report just presented by 
the Chairman on Petroleum Resources 
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and Environmental Management, i: be 
accepted for consideration 1 

'.•·•
1 

·•· ·11• .I ~ 
' I It' Jj J'' 

, ., 1·;,, , ~. I• 
1\F ' 

Mr D. Ani (Enugu South I): .. I stand 
if 1: 

to second the Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Report accordingly accepted for 
consideration 

l'l .!l !;· 
I '~ 

Mr E. U. Eze (Udenu): Mr Speaker, 
' ~· 

Sir, Jet me commend the Committee ~or 
the efforts put in making this Reporf a 
possibility. However, Mr Speaker;! I 
think I have a different view on their 
recommendations. In line No. 1, you 
see, we are dealing with gas and oil 
pollution, and to the best of my 
knowledge, the NNPC is the owner of 
the gas and oil. I do not see hoyv the 
damage occasioned by their prod~ct 

1 
will be paid for by the iii• State 
Government. . . . iillt , 

Mr Speaker: No, the Reports says 
that the State Government should, as a 
matter of sympathy, urge NNPC 'to 
compensate the affected communities. 

Mr Eze: The first time this Motion 
came up, I was insisting that we shouid i , 
provide for a resolution asking fbr 
valuation and payment 'Bf. 

I 'II 
compensation. Many a times, t~,e 
communities whose crops are destroyed 
in this manner are paid paltry or small 
sums of money, that is the reason why I 
was insisting for a professional valuer 
to evaluate the damages caused by this 
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pollution. Let us come up with a new 
resolution . We should recommend that 
iq1mediate compensation should be paid 
for the damages done. I am insisting 
that we have to come up with a Motion, 
additional, that those damages should be 
evaluated by a professional valuer and 
adequate compensation paid. 

1 Mr Speaker: I remember that the 
hon. Member for Udenu (Mr Eze) raised 
this issue last time, but then I looked at 

I ' 

it as premature. Actually, nobody knew 
the extent of the ' damage, but now we 
can talk about the new resolution . I still 
believe that it is correct. 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have gone through this 
Report and I wish to commend the 
Committee for a good job, but at the 
same time, they were a bit evasive .. . 

Mr Speaker: There is a Motion 
moved by the hon. Member for Udenu 
(Mr Eze) that a new prayer should come 
up 

Mr Njeze: Yes, the Committee did 
not tell us whether the pipe is still 
leaking. I believe that from this Report, 
item one of this recommendation is 
talking about compensation as proposed 

I 

by 
1
the bon. Member for Udenu (Mr 

Eze). I wish to support that proposal 
with a little amendment. The little 
amendment is that the Enugu State 
Government should, as a matter of 
sympathy, compensate the affected 
communities. We now have a second 
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I 

plea, we now talk about NNPC, that an 
appeal be made to the NNPC for a 
humanitarian relief to the affected 
communities. Unless there is a law 
making it compulsory we should carry 
on with the proposal made by the hon. 
Member for Udenu (Mr Eze) that a 
professional valuer be invited to 
evaluate the damages and NNPC be 
asked to pay such compensation. Thank 
you, Mr Speaker. ' 

Deputy Leader: Information, Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues, the 
information I want to give is that when 
a Member of a Committee is appointed 
to do the job. . . . (Prolonged 
Interruptions) 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Members, 
excuse me. With due respect, I :am 
aware that, at a stage, the Deputy 
Leader is not a member of this 
committee. . . . (Prolonged 
Interruptions) 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, hon. 
Colleagues, I rise to move that we 
suspend debate on the Report from the 
Committee on Petroleum Resources and 
Environmental Management to allow 
the Committee Members and Chairman 
to do a thorough work and submit to the 
House. Thank you. 

Mr Eze: Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
second the Motion. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

1 I 
I 
I 
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1 

II Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
II· 

you recall that last week, I came up with 
1 a Motion of Urgent Public Importance 

'in " respect of Cattle Menace in Enugu 
State. However, the House could not 
proceed on that. In view of that, and as 
I am standing here, Mr Speaker, Sir, 
may I request this honourable House to 
suspend Order No. 25 of the Rules to 
enable me move that Motion. Thank 
you . ;i111 

•II 
II' 

if Mr'l Anih: Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
second the Motion moved by the 
Deputy Leader. 

Question put and agreed to. 

MATTER OF URGENT PUBLIC 
IMPORTANCE CATTLE MENACE 

1

/i.: INENUGU STATE 
It 

Jr Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, it 
'I II 

·, is" a known fact that cattle menace has 
taken a dangerous dimension in Enugu 
State, more so, during this farming 
season. For example the destructions of 
the cultivated farm lands/crops in 
greater Ezeagu, Udi and Enugu South 
Local Government Area calls for an 
attention by this honourable House. In 

" view "I of this menace by cattle and 
1 ~ 1 herds~en, and taking cognizance of 

Edict No 15 of 1972, as amended, and 
Edict No. 21 of 1986, as amended, I 
make the following prayers: 

I ,, 

202 ~I 
l<jl ,, . 

:11 

1. That Cattle Control Posts at 
Amalia and Eha-Amufu be re

1 

!~:1 

opened and other ones to be 

, .. 

" 
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2. 

created, by 
Government. 

I 

Enugu i 
!,li 

State 
;I •1•'\ 
'I !1 1.11! 

'II 
111' !• 

That trade Cattle are to be 
taken to the Cattle Control 
posts. 

3. That any person who is the 
owner, the agent of the owner 
or who is in charge of .~Y 
trade Cattle entering the State, . ~ 
who falls to take s_uch t~~de 
Cattle to the appropnate C~ttle 
Control Posts shall 

1

1
1
1 
be 

punished in accordance w,ith 
this Edict No. 21 of 1986. 1 

4. That the House Committee on 
Agriculture should invite the 
leadership of these herdsmen 
to pass on these instructions~ ' 

Iii• Jl 11 ;1 

It is in the light of the above that I 
urge this honourable House to give this 
Motion its due attention and pass it. Be 
it moved and it is hereby moved. 

Deputy Leader, 
{Mr P. Anikwe) 

Co-sponsor:
MrD. Anih 
(Enugu South I) 

I. :t~ . 
. ~1\ 

Mr Speaker: Does the hon. Deputy 
Leader have the Edict which he is . 
citing. Can he read the Edict of' 1976 
for us to hear. 
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· Deputy Leader: The Edict says "any 
defaulter shall pay five thousand naira, 
tWo' years imprisonment or both". That 
is what the Edict said in the third prayer. 

Mr Speaker: If it is possible, let that 
Edict be amended because five thousand 
naira is too small now. So, let us have 
members contributions. 

Mr Ani: Honourable Speaker, Sir. I 
stand to second the Motion. I will give 
two reasons for this very Motion. If you 
lo~k at cattle menace within the rural 
areas, it is getting too much. 
Destruction of crops and other cash 
crops in the rural areas, like now I am 
representing my own Constituency, I am 
urging the hon. Members. 
(~nterruption). 

, ,Mr Speaker: Let me ask a question . 
A:: Motion and a Bill which one has 
more weight than the other? And a law 
has more weight than Edict? 

Deputy Speaker: (Mr Atigwe): A 
Bill has more weight, and a Law has 
more weight than an Edict. 

Mr Speaker: Now in prayer three, 
what are we going to do here? Are we 
gong to cite it as part of the law? 

I 
Deputy Leader: Thank you, Mr 

Speaker. If you watch the prayer, that 
time, a Motion cannot come up where 
there is an existing law. Instead that 
Motion can re-awake the existing law. 
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Mr Speaker: The hon . Member for 
Enugu South I (Mr Ani) can go on. 

Mr Ani: Mr Speaker, I hope you are 
listening? I am urging my co-hon. 
Members to help pass this very Motion 
with these few points of mine. Thank 
you. 

J. N. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. There is a 
question you asked and the explanation 
to it was not very clear to me. The 
question cited two Edicts, Edict No. 50 
of 1972 and the copy was not attached. 
There was another Edict No. 21 of 
1986. You see, this is a very serious 
matter and we should really take it 
serious, and we do not know exactly the 
date it came because it is more legally 
involved than an ordinary Motion. If 
the Sponsor of this Motion can attach 
any of these documents, that will go a 
long way in solving the problem of this 
confusion, because it concerns law. It is 
not a matter that can be handled like 
that. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, the 
explanation is very clear. When you are 
making a Motion you are making a 
prayer in the House . ·,. (Interruptions~: 

Mr Speaker: I did say that this 
Motion requires attachment of the Edict 
mentioned. And I am advising the hon . 
Deputy Leader that if he can attach a 
copy of that Edict he mentioned, then 
we can see the details. 

408 
I 

II; Deputy Leader: If Mr Speaker 
watched what I said before, on what the 
E'dict ! provided for, and taking 
'cognizance of it, what I am saying is 
that no Motion is allowed to go contrary 
to an existing law. It does not mean that 
it must carry the whole lot at the time. 
That is what I am saying, Mr Speaker. 

Mr Speaker: Is the bon. Member 
j: for Nkanu East (Mr Anichukwu) 

satisfied with the explanation? 
'~ •t: 

t " :: Mr .Anichukwu : Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. Just if we should go by this 
prayer which says that Cattle Control 
Posts at Amalia and Eha Amufu. I have 
not seen a situation where there is not 
enough control posts and we ask that the 
one we have be closed. Suppose it is 
n6t reopened, what do we do? Do we 
n~w go back and put up a Motion 
urging the Executive .. . (interruption). 

< ,, I 

Mr Speaker: Order! I agree with the 
bon. Member for Nkanu East (Mr 
Anichukwu). You see, in 1999 about 
second week of June, I to stayed here 

• moved a Motion on the Floor of this 
House urging the House to urge the 
Executive to liaise with the 82 Division 

1 
Nigeria Army to dismantle the 82 

III D '. ·•II b II I w !VISIOn gates, ecause you reca t 1at 
. before'' the decision of the House, those 

gates were closed at 8p.m. everyday 
leading to the suffering of people. We 
ensured that the Motion was in the 
interest of the House and it was carried. 
We urged the Executive to liaise with 
the 82 Division and at the end, those 

II 
204 

,, • i! 

" 

¢. 



-

.\ 
! 

I 
I 
~! 

. I 

I 

-- -

409 

Enugu State House of Assembly Debates 
21 August, 2003 

gates were 
happened. 

I I 
'I .••. 1 I· . 

ill! I ~~.~ :1 
• I 

dismantled and nothing 
11111 ' 
q, 

So, I just wanted to react to the 
question you asked, 'if the control posts 
were not reopened what do we do?' If 
we urge them to reopen them and they 
do or do not, fine, but it cannot prevent 
you from doing your own job. T,hank 

you. ' , ' \ ~~ ' 

Mr E. Odo (Igbo~Etiti East) :J\ Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I do not want to go ~ac,k 
on what has been or what should not be. 
We have all seen the prayers and if by 
the grace of God the prayers go 
through, it is not for us to implement. 
Moreover, there is enough reaction, 
ordinarily we are law makers, I do not 
expect people to come here .. with a 
catalogue of complaints.\ 

· \111 ' I' (lnterruptzons). , ,
1
;1 ' 

\1 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, there 
is no need . ... 

Mr Speaker: Order! We go by our 
rules. Even if you cite a newspaper, if 
our action is going to be based on any 
publication, you cut that page and, brtng 
it and we peruse it. I There is nothing J .,, 

wrong if you have photocopied that 
particular portion of the ; Edict ~hd 
attached it. So, you do not tell us that · 
there is no need. There is every need, if 
you have any reference to make, you 
bring that document. If you want to cite 
a portion of the Constitution you bring 
that portion and we read it. 

I• 

~I I 
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I 

·:'. , So, you have to comply with what 
the House is saying. We go by the 
Rules of the House. For instance, if you 
cite Order No. 17, we go there and 
know what it is saying. So, do not tell 
us that there is no need because there is 
every need. Unless we want to over 
look it, fine, and good. I have seen the 
need that apart from that particular 
prayer where you made mention of 
Edict 21, to me I have nothing to quarrel 
about the prayers, nothing at all. 
Whatever decision we come up with 
will be okay. Thank you . 

I 

Mr E. U. Ezeh (Udenu): Po int of 
information. Mr Speaker, Sir, may I 
remind ourselves that when the Speaker 
is speaking from the Seat every other 
person has to sit down. Thank you . 

1 Mr Speaker: Yes, please. 

Mr Odo: Thank you, Mr Speaker, I 
honestly appreciate your corrections, but 
that not withstanding, I think it is better 
for us to look at the intent of the Motion 
and all that is involved, and the form 
because the form as we know has been 
corrected. 

,Mr Speaker: Order! The hon. 
Member for Igbo-Etiti East (Mr Odo) 
may take his seat. Let me inform him 
that if I were him, what I should do is to 
tell us why we should go on with the 
Motion and not to tell us how to do 
certain things, it is not proper. I am 
going to over-rule it, you can go ahead 
and speak in favour of the Motion. I 
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would not want the Motion to go 
beyond today, I want it to go through 
today. I do not want a situation where 
we will ask that it be brought back 
again. 

Mr Odo: Mr Speaker, you see it is 
not all about giving the opportunity for 
the Motion to go through . It is all about 
looking at the intent of the Motion. The 
intent of the Motion, of course, is what I 
wish the Mover to note, that having 
seen what the dangers of cattle menace 
in Enugu State are, it affects all of us, 
and I am sure that quite a good number 
of us come from the villages where our 
fathers and mothers and quite many of 
them are farmers . Even if they are not, 
they do engage somebody who at the 
end of the day suffer the same fate. I 
am of the opinion that such a sensitive 
issue is not an issue that will be stepped 
down because of modality. That was 
why I said that. . .. (Interruptions) . 

Mr Speaker: Order! I think the h'on. 
Members for Igbo-Etiti East (Mr Odo), 
is a lawyer. As a layer, what if he went 
to court and he is quoted out of context. 
Is he not going to tell the court that he is 
going to locate what the other lawyer, 
without making reference to sections, 
came up with. Even if somebody is a 
thief and you want to defend him and 
you are quoted out of context you 
cannot fail to do something. We are not 
quarreling with whether what he quoted 
is correct or not The bon. Deputy 
Leader is supposed to make a copy of 
the Edict he quoted available or even 

412 

inake an extract which will help us 
know what we are doing. That Edict 
would have helped us take a smooth 

, re~olJtion on his Motion. 

Mr Odo: Mr speaker, Sir, thank you 
very much. I think we have been 
applying what you are saying. What I 
am now suggesting personally is that if 
prayer 3 appears to be vague, then the 
House will recast it and then go on with 
those other prayers pending when we 

~· se'e that Law. But then even if we are 
I'' n<?t going to pass the other prayers 

;without raising an annexure of the 
respective Edict we are talking about, 
then it cannot jeopardize what we are 
doing here. Mr Speaker, I wish to 
sincerely put forward that for describing 
me thus : "I think you are a Lawyer", it 

· undermines my person a little bit. ... 

• 111 

1W Mr Speaker: Before the bon. 
Member for Igbo-Etiti East (Mr Odo) 
gets me wrong, I am not trying to indict 
him at all. I am just trying to say that, 
as a lawyer and in court, if he wants to 
bring up an argument based on an 
existing law, he must, first of all, bring 
it in line with that law. 

j:i M~~ Odo: Mr Speaker, Sir, I do not 

I
ii want ~.ojoin issues with you . If it is in 
~~ court, the court will then say furnish me 

in
1 

my Chamber before I take my 
decision. 

So, please my position is that we 
ignore prayer 3 and take a decision, so 
that by the end of this week he must 

!I 
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!ti· ~It 11: ' l 

have furnished us with the lay,v so that :that all the cattles coming into Enugu 
we can get at the end of this issue. i·~ State must be checked, it is on local 

government basis. 
Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 

foresee this Motion standing on a 
broken tripod. I pray that this Motion 
be suspended. The problem is the 
pastural routes. Let us put the prayer 
this way "That this honourable House 

. :j ... ,( 

condemns the menace of cattles in the . ~~·' afore-mentioned Local Government 
Areas, and pray the authorities 
concerned to take immediate action'. If 
we stop here it is okay. Thank you; Mr 
Speaker. ' 11 1 

Leader: I have risen to support the 
Motion moved by the hon. Deputy 
Speaker. We only condemn the menace 
of cattle in Enugu State. Prayers Jone 
and two were just intent of the,;; MoHori

1
• 

The essence of control post is"'just for ,, 
animals that can be confined in a place. 
The Fulanis do not live in houses but in 
the bush. We are saying that prayers 
one and two should be removed and just 
condemn the menace of cattle in Enugu 
State. 

, .. 
Deputy Leader: Thank yqu, 'pMr 

Speaker. I believe actually rhat ,l1
1
the 

essence of this Motion is that everyb
1
pdy 

is affected in one way or the other. Jhe 
clarification I want to make is that there 
is no way one can make total 
condemnation without citing a law. The 
law has been cited here as a reference 
point for this Motion. It does not mean 
that the law must be attached. On the 
issue of control post, it does not mean 

Iii• 1f ''.! 

Mr Speaker: I do not know much 
about cattle routes. 

Deputy Leader: Well, Mr Speaker, 
with that Edict cited, by the time you go 
through it, you will see the details about 
ta~ation as it appeared in the relevant 
sections of this Edict to the Motion. We 
cannot condemn cattle menace only. 

Mr Speaker: Let us make progress, 
time is no longer on our hands. If we 
have exhausted ourselves, let us 
conclude. Let me make one thing very 
clear. Anybody who wants to make a 
reference must attach it. I remember 
during the other House of Assembly, the 
former hon. Member for Enugu South 
Rural (Mr Agwu), when he comes into 
the Chamber, he comes with a lot of 
books, even the Bible for reference 
purposes. Legislators move like 
lawyers who go to the Chambers. 
Members should do research because 
somebody may ask you to quote, you 
just stand up and read the relevant 
sections before the Members . 

,\ w . h' . .(_" fi e are saymg t IS JUSt 10r uture 
purposes. If you have anything to 
present to the House, you do it properly. 
Assuming you said that the law says that 
all the cattle should be killed, we should 
be sure by seeing it, so that we know 
what we are talking about. Well let me 
put the Question. 
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Honourable Colleagues, I have 
another prayer which says that Enugu 
State House of Assembly hereby 
condemns in its entirety the menace 
being done by cattle to the farmlands 
and crops in Enugu State, and ~he 
House of Assembly Committee on 
Agriculture should see the herdsmen 
and dialogue with them . These are 
prayers proposed by the Deputy 
Speaker and Leader of the House. 
What do we do. Let us go to prayer 4. 
The House Committee on Agriculture 
should invite the leadership of the 
herdsmen to pass these instructions. 
What I am saying is that No. 2 of new 
proposed amendment is the same as that 
ofNo. 4. 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo-Eze North I): 
The intent of this Motion is to control 
the menace of cattle in the State as 
directed by the Deputy Speaker and 
Leader of the House. I think that is the 
subject of this Motion . Also call on the 
House Committee on Agriculture '' to 
invite these herdsmen and caution them, 
instead of going through the law not 
seen . The problem is cattle menace, we 
condemn it, and the Committee on 
Agriculture will dialogue with them, 
that is the much we can do with regards 
to this Motion. 

Mr Speaker: Another person 
1 
is 

suggesting that the Committee on 
Agriculture should go into enlightment. 

Deputy Speaker: Are we taking 
over from the Executive? 

l''' •f 
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1 
Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu North II): Mr 

Speaker, Sir, based on what the Deputy 
, Speaker (Mr Atigwe) and the Leader 

(Mr Ebenyi) said; it has taken care of 
,, I 

,Nos. :1 to 3. I now move that the 
Question be put. Thank you . 

· Question, That the Question be now 
p~t, put and agreed to. 

Main Question put and the Ho use 
divided by Roll Call 

HII 

:" PRAYER I 
l!ii :t' That Cattle Control Posts at Amalia 

and Eha-Amufu be - reopened and other 
ones to be created. 

Roll Call Votes 
Cast 
19 

Noes Yes 

10 8 

Not Absent 
Voting 

I 3 

' It Q~estion accordingly negatived. 

11 
·'' llln~~uty Lead~r: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
how ~an people say that the Cattle 

'r '' I' Control' Posts should not be re-opened 
and other ones be created? 

Mr Speaker: Deputy Leader, excuse 
, me, for Christ sake, the way and manner . 

people react and reason at times is 
unfair; Deputy Leader, is it because you 
have four prayers and one is rejected 

·'I 

j~Fh<it m~de you to get annoyed? This is 
nor good . ... 

1! .·j1 
I ' I ,, 

Mr M. Njeze: Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
information I want to give is that, prayer 
one is not rejected. The Cattle Control 
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post, was not closed. It is there already. Leadership ofthese herdsmen to pass on 
II ( 

Thank you . · these instructions. 

I 
An hon. Member: Mr Spefiker, 

Cattle Control Posts are there. 
Therefore, there is no need to include it 
in the prayers. It does not show 

maturity, rather it is repetition .. 'I T~ank. 
you ' ,Ill" ~~ r. I 

' I " ~ 
h I 1 

Mr Speaker: Is ,the Deputy Le~der 
hearing it now? It is not closed.f rln fact, 
my responsibility to this ho~our~ble 
House is to guide people on the point of 
Law. People should be re~soning 

properly instead of having a biased 
mihd to one another. Thank you. 
Please listen to the second prayer. 

I 

''I !1 it' 

\It! 

PRAYER 2 \\\\h ~ 
That the Trade Cattle to be taken to 

Cattle Control Posts. 

Question put and negatived. 

PRAYERS3 
That any person who is the owner, 

the agent of the owner or who lis i.n-; 
charge of any trade Cattle entering the 
State who fails to take such' trade Cattle 

d I 

to the appropriate Cattle Control posts 
shall be punished in accordance,

1 
with 

this Edict No. 21 of 1986. :i 
It 

,, 

Question put and negatived. 

Committee 
I 

PRAYER4 
That the 

Agriculture 
House 
should invite 1,'.i 

!ti 

on 
tqe 

I 

PRAYERS 
That Enugu State House of Assembly 

today 21 sr, August 2003 hereby 
condemn in its entirety the menace 
being done to the farmers and crops in 
Enugu State. 

.'! Question put and agreed to. 

PRAYER6 
Question put and agreed to. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

· Mr Speaker: There will be a brief 
rrieeting which will last for about three 
minutes by all the Members on the 
rising of the House. The House has 
confirmed the appointment of Mr 
Ogbonna Ike as a Commissioner of 
Enugu State Government. 

APPRECIATION 

.Mr Speaker: Please, before 
adjournment, I wish to express my 
happiness to all of you, the Clerk-at
Table, the Official Reporters and the 
Gentlemen of the Press. You see, when 
people talk about debate, debate can go 
this way or that way. May be, one has 
about ten prayers and out of those ten 
prayers one of them was dropped. It 
does not mean that the Motion belongs 
to the person who moved it. I am not 
happy about how some people react on 
this. I am not happy about it. 
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However, I wish to thank you for 
your comportment, your level of debate, 
it is so encouraging. It shows we are 
getting matured. This is the very first 
time we stayed very long period like 
this. This shows high spirit to work. 
With this, I wish you more grease to 
your elbows. Thank you. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr 
·Speaker, I stand to support the Motion 

1 for adjournment. I wish to thank the 
~on . Members for the confirmation of 
~y brother, Mr Ogbonna Ike as a 

• 1' Commissioner in Enugu State. 
' 

Question put and agreed to. 

ADJOURNMENT , Resolved: That the House do now 
' adjourn until Tuesday, 26th August, 

Leader: Mr Speaker, I move that the ., 2003 at 10 a.m. 
House do now adjourn till Tuesday 26th •• . :" . 
August, 2003 at 10 a.m. , 1 Adcordingly adjourned at 4.15 p.m. 

~ .. r t! :ti 

1
;11 1r '!: · 
· 1t· •· • 11·1 Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo-Eze North): 

1
1 ; ' 

Mr Speaker, Sir, in seconding the ' 
Motion for adjournment I wish to thank 
the Speaker and his team for making it 
possible for us to come to this stage. 
Without such effort this place would 
still be in darkness . You have given us 

'I the empowerment to work. Those of us 1 ' 

who have been working in 1 the 
Committee have complained about the 
state of the place we are working. So, I 
wish to urge you to look into other "' 11 

facilities like in rooms 223, 224 and 225 
that are commonly used by all of us. If 
you can look into the problems of these 
rooms, it will be appreciated. Thank , 
you. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River) : Thank ' !
I 

you, Mr Speaker. ' In supporting: the I, 
Motion for adjournment, this issue of I 

suspension of Rule 25, I want to 
observe that (Interruptions). 
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1\1\~ I \It· .i 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY '! ' before seconding that Motion for their 

ENUGU STATE. OF NIGERIA •1
• adoption . 

Tuesday, 26th August, 2003 ' 

(The House met at I 0 a.m.) 

PRAYERS ,'' .\'" ·~ ::·. ~·~. · 
1r

1 

i!'~ ·. · 
(Mr Speaker i~ th~ Chai~) ,, ·'\\' 

I
. t II I 

I j t ! 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND i\ 
I PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Onah: Mr Speaker, Sir, you may 
go to page 3 of the Votes and 
Proceedings, which reads, Interpretation 
- lines 6 and 8: amendment proposed; to 
delete the word "the" before the word 
before "Board" and before the word 
"lfospital"- respectively. 

,,\ 

Mr Speaker: Which word(s) are you 
quarreling with? 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Mr Onah: That word before after 
Colleagues, our Votes and Proceedings word 
No. 19 of Thursday 21st August, 2003 
are before the House. I have gone I Mr Speaker: That is correct. 
through them and to the best of ~y . ;~\ Cl~rks-at-Table, should please take 
knowledge they are the true refi,~ction '1,' note. 
of what transpired on the Floor of the \t 
House on 21st August, 2003 . However, Mr Onah: On that note Mr Speaker, 
in keeping with our procedure, I wish to , I second the Motion for its adoption. 
call for your comments. Thank you ' Thank you. 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr Question put and agreed to. 
Speaker, Sir, I have equally gone 
through the Votes and Proceedings an~ , Votes and Proceedings of Thursday 
found them to be correct. I, therefore!· i\ 21st August, 2003 accordingly adopted. 
move for their adoption. • .',I .1\ 

I • ' :1\ 'I ~: .\ REPORT FROM HOUSE 
. Mr F. Onah . (Nsukka 'West): Udi,i COMMITTEE ON PETROLEUM 

South): Mr Speaker, Sir, I stand to RESOURCES AND 
second that Motion and at the same time ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT, 

r · ON THE VISIT TO OKPANKU, EKOLI 
Mr Speaker, pe mit me to go to page. AND MPU COMMUNITIES IN ANINRI 

Mr Speaker: Order! The hon. 
Member for Nsukka West (Mr Onah) ',\ 
should first of all point out any error, he r· 
observed in the Votes and Proceedi!Jgs 'I 

211 

EAST LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA 

, Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, hon. Members, after a 
hi ' 

resolution passed on · the Floor of the 
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of the gas damage on their crops would 
last for many years. We were taken to 
the affected Ivo river and the farmlands. 

1
(Ne saw how their crops like rice, yam, 
potatoes, melon, cassava, maize, 

l
groundnut, etc, were destroyed by the 
'gas ! pollution. Dead fishes were seen 
floating on the river. We also saw some 
of the community members that had 
contact with the water and the skin 
injuries inflicted on them by the 
polluted water. 

A rice farmer at Okpanku m 
narrating his ordeal informed the 
Members that all his crops were 

1;~ :f destroyed by the gas pollution. Another 
The Committee eventually arrived :, farrrter at Ekoli equally narrated how her 

Aninri East Local Government on 'cassava farmland was destroyed by the 

House on Thursday 14th August, 2003 
about gas pollution in Okpanku as 
contained in a Motion moved by the 
hon. Member for Awgu South (Mr 
Maduab2lj the Committee was directed , I 
to visit the affected areas on Monday 
18th August, 2003. The Committee met 
with many difficulties on her way. It 1. 

also rained heavily that flood covered 
some parts of the road and some bridges 
like Ivo Bridge were very difficult to 
pass. The Ivo bridge was seen in 
dilapidated condition and it made the 
movement more difficult. All these 
problems delayed the assignment of the 
Committee. ' 

18/8/2003 at 12.15pm. and was received gas leakage. A farmer at Mpu equally 
by the Transition Chairman, hon. narrated his own problems. 
Obinna Achi in his Office. After formal 
introduction by the Committee 
Members, the Transition Chairman, I 
together with the Committee Members ' 1 

went down to Ekoli where the 1Igwe; Ill: 
professor S. U. Ukpabi, Igwe Reginald ~~ 
Aja Chukwu (JP) of Okpanku, · Igwe '' 11 

FINDINGS: 

' I .ri 

Matthias Ekweremadu of Mpu,. hon. 
Engineer Ivoke (Special Assistant to the 
Governor of Project Supervision and 
Implementation) and their subjects were 
waiting for us. There, we were received 
by the three traditional rulers, their 
cabinet members and Members of their 
communities . The lgwe of .. , Ekoli 
Professor S. U. Ukpabi '; while 
addressing the Committee, told us that 
the Gas pollution affected Mpu, 'Ekoli · I 

and Okpanku Communities. He 
informed the committee that the effect 

1 1. The Committee was able to find 

,t 

1 ~!.II 
illl 
I itt 

"II ,, 
' 

out that the three Communities 
namely Okpanku, Ekoli and 
Mpu were affected by the gas 
pollution. 

2. The Committee noticed equally 
that Ivo river is the only source 
of drinking water supply to the 
affected communities. As a 
result, they are exposed to 
dangers of guinea worm 
infestation and other water borne 
diseases . 

3. We equally saw that dead fishes 
were seen floating on Ivo River. 
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4. The Committee saw how their 
agricultural products like rice, 
cassava, yam, maize, potatoes, 
melon, groundnut etc. were 
destroyed by the gas leakage. 

5. Leaves of both perennial ,;md 
annual crops were seen looking' 

I II 
yellowish and translucent 
thereby evidep.cing , cont~~t ' ith 
oil. ' I . I' 'I'\ 

I' , 

dl 

·RECOMMENDATIONS: I ·il 
In view of the above findings, the 

Committee, now recommends as 
follows: 

1. That the State Government 
should as a matter of sympathy 
urge NNPC to compensate the ,,,\ 
affected farmers in the.:;\, three '' 
communities namely Okpanku, 
Ekoli and Mpu. 

2 . That State Government should 
provide portable drinking water 
to the affected communities iri 
order to avert guinea-worm 

monitoring network of their 
pipelines. 

Leader: I move that the report just 
presented by the House Committee 
Chairman on Petroleum and Natural 
Resources be accepted for immediate 
consideration. Thank you. 

\ Mr F. Ezema (Igbo-Eze ·South) : I 
have risen to second the Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Report accepted for immediate 
consideration. 

· Mr Speaker: First the report has 
been presented. You will recall that 
during our last sitting the report came up 
and we advised the Chairman to go and 
panel beat the report. I think the repo1i 
appears to be ready. At this point in 
time, I call on the hon . Members to 
make their contributions . 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): 
infestation and other wat~r ·~ i 

J .~~~~ borne diseases. 
Honourable Members, in fact, I was not 
a Member of this Committee but 
because of the importance of the visit to 
the affected communities, I was moved 
to join them. In fact the problem is 
enormous, it is better seen than heard . 
From the information given by the lgwe, 
Prof. S. C. Ukpabi, the affected land 
will take up to twenty years to get off 
this oil pollution. 

I ll 
3. Local vigilante should 'I b'e • 

encouraged by the Local , 
Government · and problems 
whenever reported should be 
directed immediately to the 
appropriate authority for 
necessary action. 

·I I !t 

4. That NNPC should be urged tq 
maintain effective and efficient II· I 

l~ii 
·I 

' I want to say that the State 
',:1 Government should try as much as 
:! possible to get the NNPC to go down to 
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the affected communities to see the 
effect on the crops. These people 
depend on agriculture, they are the food 
basket of Enugu State. Their agro areas 
had been affected with pollution, the 
Federal Government and the State 
Government should come and rescue 
them because the destruction was 
enormous. I ask that the House 
Committee on Agriculture be asked to 
pass this to NNPC and Federal 
Government for them to come in. 
Thank you. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, as I am talking to you there 
is yet another leakage, this appears to be 
more disastrous than the first one. 
People are going there with tanks to 
load gas. I think something must be 
done urgently. More contributions, 
please. 

Mr M. Onyeze (lgbo-Eze North I) : 
Mr Speaker, Sir, the danger facing

1

, the 
affected communities has been 
considered favourably by this House. I 
feel that if it is possible for the Speaker 
and the principal Officers to visit NNPC 
on behalf of the Members, to urge them 
to go to that place and see things for 
themselves, it will help them . The 
presence of the Speaker means the 
presence of government because, if we 
end up accepting the report without 
reaching out, it : may not help 
immediately. ' 

This is a disaster, they are expected 
to see things for themselves. It will take 
twenty years for things to come back to 

normal. When people see that their 
future has been tampered with, they will 
react. I believe that if Mr Speaker 
intervenes on behalf of the House, the 
NNPC will know that we are serious. I 
th'ink we should add that all the Local 
Governments 'that live within the area 
' shoulCl form vigilant Groups, since one 
does not know what is happening in 
one's neighbourhood. The Transitional 
Committee Chairman, who share 
borders with the sites in question should 

' be at alert to monitor this type of 
disaster. 

1 Mr F. Ezema (Igbo-Eze South): Mr 
,.._ Speaker, Sir, I just want to align myself 
· with · the last speaker. I am in total 
s~pp~Ii and I therefore second the 
Motion. 

Mr Speaker: The Motion he moved 
was that the House now mandates the 

, Speaker and the Principal Officers to go 

1 tb NNPC and urge them to see things 
'I' 

, for themselves . 
, lj'~' I 

' • ij• ~ I 1 1 

i: 1 ~ Deputy Speaker: This is the work of 
,; the Executive. 

Mr Speaker: I agree that the 
Executive is there, but there is nothing 
wrong if the House decides to mandate 

·the Speaker and the Principal Officers to 
, liaise with the Depot Manager. This is 
:; going to be incorporated into our 
I ·t 

·:i:. ~ray~~s . 
1, ii L, 

' Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr 
Speaker, I want to align myself with the 
last Speaker for the Speaker and 
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Principal Officers to visit ,NNPC . and 
that the House Committee on petroleum 
and Natural Resources should join 
them. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
, J H I 

Colleagues, the ,additional infopnaJifOn 
by the_hon. Member for Udi South (¥rs '' 
Ene) 1s that not only the Speaker and 
Princ!pal Officers of the House · that 
would go, it should include Members of 

·'' the Committee on Petroleum and 
Natural Resources . Is that a Motion? 

An Hon. Member: It 1s an 
I •: I amendment! ,, ! ,, 11 

•··. ·•,JI ''\ 
:,. ' II d 
Ill I 

Mr J. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): Mr 
Speaker Sir, while seconding the 
Motion moved by the hon. Member for 
Udi South (Mr Ene), I feel sad 
whenever I remember these things, it is 
better seen than just mentioning them. I 
am boiling in my mind because in the 
next fifteen years, the people will facet I. 
starvation in that area and some people 1 

will not be healthy due to the fadt t~at 
they had contact with the River. So, Mr, 
Speaker, I feel something urgent 1.is , 
supposed to be done .. to save the 
situation. Thank you. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, there was a Motion moved 
and seconded, and later an amendment, ,, 
was added to that initial Motion.' Since "' 
it has been seconded, I have to p'~t the .11 

,,, 
Question. · · 

Question put and agreed to. 

430 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, before I go on, and submit 
the issue before this honourable House, 
may I announce the presence of the Rt. 
Hon. Speal<er of Osun State House of 
Assembly and four other hon. Members. 
Mr, Speaker, I welcome all of you on 
be~alf of my own hon. Mem,bers . 

· Mr Speaker (Osun State) : Thank 
you Mr Speaker, thank you hon. 
Members. 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: 

I• 

1. That the State Government 
should as a matter of sympathy 
urge NNPC to compensate the 
affected farmers in the three 
communities namely Okpanku, 
Ekoli and Mpu. 

2. That State Government should 
provide portable drinking water 
to the affected communities in 
order to avert guinea-worm 
infection and other water borne 
diseases. 

3. Local Government Vigilante 
Group should be encouraged by 
the Local Government and 
problems whenever reported, 
should be directed immediately 
to the appropriate authority for 
necessary action. 

4. That NNPC should be urged to 
maintain an effective and 
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efficient monitoring network of 
their pipelines. 

5. That the Speaker, the Principal 
Officers and the Committee on 
Petroleum Resources and 
Environmental Management ' be 
mandated to visit the Nigerian 
National Petroleum Corporation 
NNPC depot Manager, Emene, 
that day, to discuss the incident. 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

Immediate Completion of 
Rehabilitation Work on Enugu 

Port Harcourt Express Road · 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir. I am calling on all hon. 
Members of this honourable House to 
urge the Executive to request the 
Federal Government to compel the 
contractor (SETRACO Nigeria Limited) 
handling the Enugu Port Harcourt 
Express Road to hasten action and 
complete the work as quickly I' as 
possible. 

Mr J. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir. I rise to second the 
Motion as moved by the hon. Member 
for Awgu South (Mr Maduabu). Thank 
you. 

Mr Maduabu: It has been observed 
that since the award •of the contract for 
the rehabilitation of the road by the 
Federal Government, much work has 
not been done on the road by the 
construction company handling the 

432 

project. The road, besides linking most 
South - Eastern States, is the major 
route to the South - South States of the 
Federation and its importance to the 
Nation's economy cannot be over 

I emphasized. Since repair on the road 
b~'gan in the year 2000, much has not 
b~:en !done by the contractor and the 

1 situation of the road had worsened as 
'motorists and commuters ply on a single 
lane instead of using the dual lane. The 
picture is terribly worse when one is 
traveling a longer distance on the road, 
as it causes great danger to motorists 
and travellers. The usage of the single 

,lane as the case is now, endangers the 
,; ~i~es ,;~:;tra~elers as ~ehicles get more 

1, mvolved m road accidents and head-on 
dllision with one another especially in 
th'e night. 

Many vehicles break down as a result 
of the rugged nature of the road now. 
Many innocent souls have been lost and 
properties worth millions of Naira have 

I bben destroyed through accidents on the 
I rbad. I In I fact, . our people are being 
d~stroyed on a daily basis along this 

I rrd'ad. l: 'The situation is very pathetic. It 
,. is" mbre important to note that if the 
rehabilitation work is hastened up and 
completed soonest, all the attendant 
problems and destruction to life and 

, properties, as a result of the poor 
condition of the road, would have been 
averted. 

r': .-1' 
,j • I :Iiiii I 

,,:; .j Mi;! Speaker, Sir, in view of the 
i fdregoing, be it resolved as follows : 
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·: 1. That this honourable House urge 
the Executive to request the 
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Federal Government to direct 
the contractor, SETRACO 
Nigeria Limited, handling the 
project, to as a matter of 
urgency, complete the w,ork, in a 

11 'II I .4 . I 
short possible period. ,11 I ~~~.· ·. '[1 

1 I I ~ 
2. That the company shoul be 

consistent I in ' theii , irork 
directing, by seeing that the)'! try 
as much as possible to finish any 
portion they are working 1 on 
before going to another portion. 

3. That the company should place 
diversion signs far 

1 
away, before 

the actual diversion positioql1 fo~ 
motorists to see i1i, v.:pile 
approaching diversion points. 

i!' I' 

4 . That the Federal Road Safety 
Corps should as a matter of 
urgency remove accident 
vehicles out of the single lane to 
prevent multiple accidents. 

Be it moved and is hereby moved. •· 1 

I ,I !II 
I move further, because, the Abia 

State House of Assembly last ti~e 
embarked on hunger strike. It is du~ to 
the poor nature of Road network by the 
company. So, I am urging this House 
that they should urge the Federal 
Government to try to do something 
towards that road as it concerns all of 
us. So, I am appealing for the :co
operation of the hon. Members:, of this.j 
honourable House to see that , this 

1\!1: I 

Motion sails through. Thank you very 
much. 

434 

Mr Speaker: That is a good one, but 
definitely we cannot go on hunger 
strike. 

Leader: Thank you Mr Speaker. I 
support this Motion. In supp01ting the 
Motion in its entirety, I have a question 
to ask the hon. Member for Awgu South 
(Mr Maduabu). My question is whether 
the Committee should investigate to 
know actually if the contract has been 
paid for or why they stopped work on 
the road? The money meant for the 
work must have been used and he is 
now waiting for another . money to be 
paid. Let them just try to investigate on 
that. Thank you . 

I 

' M r Speaker: Let me give you 
information. The issue is not whether 
the money has been paid or they are 
being owed, the important thing is this: 
If you ply that road, you will observe 
that particular point one meets them 
today will be the same place you will 
meet them the next month. Another time 
they may move, may be, one kilometer, 
abandoning that very portion. Even if 
they are not being recognized very 
much, they should try to complete the 
place. 

The point is not time being wasted, 
but the issue of working here today and 
moving to another place tomorrow, 
leaving the road uncompleted. And if 
you look at the first prayer, says that this 
honourable House urges the Executive 
to request the Federal Government to 
direct the contractor, SETRACO 
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NIGERIA LIMITED handling the 
project, to, as a matter of urgency, to 
complete the work in a short possible 
period. 

So, this is the matter where the 
Federal Government should ensure that 
these people are mobilized; if they 
cannot be mobilized, the State will be 
mobilized. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River) : Thank 
you, Mr Speaker. You see, the ugly 
state of roads in the South East cannot 
be over emphasized. I am fully aware 
that debates on this Motion are in 
support. So, I urge the honourable 
House to accept all the prayers made. 
Thank you. 

I 

Deputy . Leader (Mr P. Anikwe): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to second that 
Motion as moved by the hon . Member 
for Awgu South (Mr Maduabu). 

Mr Speaker: Order! The hon. 
Member for Awgu South did not move 
any Motion. ' : 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
therefore move that the Question · be 
now put. Thank you. 

Question, That the Question be now 
put, put and agreed to. 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

It 

I ~~ ~~ 
.. ~~.' 

I 
~I • ~ 

Resolved: 
1. That this honourable House 

urges, the Executive to request 
the Federal Government to 
direct the contractor, SETRACO 
Nigeria Limited, handling the 
project to, as a matter of 
urgency, complete the work in a 

! " short possible period. 
•II 

I 

2. That the company should be 
consistent in their work 
direction by seeing that they try 
as much as possible to finish any 
portion they are working on 
before going to another portion . 

j:l; :~ 
3:::: That the company should place 

'

1

'' diversion signs far away before 
the actual diversion position for 
motorists to see, while 
approaching diversion points. 

,. 

4. The Federal Road Safety Corps 
should as a matter of urgency 

it'• remove accident vehicles out of 
the single lane to prevent 

'··~· muhiple accidents. ' 
I ' I 

!':' NOTICE OF MOTION 

2. Flood Disaster In Ogurugu in 
Ogboli Local Government Area in the 
Former Uzo-Uwani Local 
Government Area and Nigeria 
National Petroleum Corporation · 

,, (NPC) Pipe Line Explosion at 
' Okpanku,' Mpu and Ekoli in Aninri 
Local' Government Area. 

il, ,ll . 
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Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo-Uwani): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to move the Motion 
standing in my name on the Order Paper . . 

I' ' 

1·:1 l\. J',l · 
That this honourable Houseri do . urge ' I. I ~~~ 

the Executive" to urgently ,urge:\\ ~h~ 
Federal Government to come to the aid 
o.f the Victims of the Flood disast~~ in 

·, Ogurugu in Ogboli Local Government . 
It 

Area and other victims of non-man-
made disaster established in other 
Communities in Enugu State. 

I beg to move. I .:, ..... ' :. · :'
1 . ,,, I , j 

I· 1·. ~I t'l 

Mr D. A. Anih (Enugu So~t~ I): ·.M~ 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second the1 ~Motion 
as moved by the hon . Member for Uzo- ~ 

Uwani. 

Mr Speaker: Order! Honourable 
Colleagues, before I put the question, 
may I humbly announce once again the 
presence of the Deputy Speaker of th~~ 

Oyo State House of Assembly and two 
other hon. Members of the House. 
Honourable Members, 
welcome. 

1 
you, ' 1 

,• 
•'I 

•' 

I !I 
are 
'" I II ; 

I 'I 
Question put and agreed to. u . I 

Mr Chigbo: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I 
move the Motion standing in my name, 
that the Enugu State House <;>f 
Assembly convey their unanimous I 

resolution through the Enugu ;:. State ·\::1 
I• ~~ 

Government to the President of the : 
Federal Government requesting the i· 

Office of the Presidency to come to the 
aid of more than two thousand (2,000) 

persons who were recently rendered 
homeless at Ogurugu in Ogboli Local 
Government Area (former Uzo-Uwani 
:J:.-ocal Government Area) . Properties 
worth about N40m were also lost. 

I 

\ Also Mr Speaker, you will recall that 
I ' 

about 10,000 persons in Okpanku, Mpu 
in Aninri Local Government Area of 
Enugu State suffered an unimaginable 
loss of properties valued at N50m as a 
result of this uncontrollable 
environmental disaster occasioned by 
Gas explosion. 

I 

1 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I want to inform the 

House that this unfortunate event took 
pl~ce on the 1 ih day of August, 2003 

. when the River (Eshi) over-flowed its 
banks, pulled down all the residential 
buildings and destroyed the properties 
of the people of Ogurugu and rendered 
them homeless . These poor people now 
an~ refugees in their own state and 
country. The plight of these indigenes 
is ,, better seen than imagined. Mr 
Speaker, Sir, the only bridge which 

· linked this Community 'with their 
neighbouring communities like Adani, 
Ojoor and Igaa was washed away by 
this disastrous flood. 

The sorry event of Okpanku, Mpu 
and Ekoli in Aninri Local Government 
Area, is not a new story to this 
honourable House. The relevant House 
Committee had visited the locus in quo 
and seen things for themselves . The 
damage is unimaginable. This was as a 
result of explosion of NNPC Gas 
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Pipeline which ravaged the crops and Nbrthern Nigeria which had received 
properties ofthe people. such humanitarian Relief Package from 

the Federal Government. 

PRAYERS 
Mr Speaker Sir, having given the 

Mr Speaker, Sir, this Honourable 
House would be losing its credibility if 
the members do not unanimously call 
for a way forward. This was not an act 
of vandalization but was as a result of 
explosion of aged NNPC Gas Pipe. A 
way forward is to request the Federal 
Government to send humanitarian relief 
package to the affected communities. 

above information and adequate 
~ illuminations on various sufferings 
o~casioned by act of nature by people of 

' tHis state, it is most reasonable that this 
~ I 
· honourable House do now resolve as 

In submitting this Motion, I want to 
take this opportunity to inform my 
Colleagues that Enugu State is yet to be 
on the list of such Federal Relief 
Packages. This information is anchored 
on the premises that Enugu State is yet I''' 
to establish Relief Materials 

I 

follows : 

I I 

1. That the Enugu State House of 
Assembly do hereby appeal to 
the Federal Government 
through the state Government 
to direct the National 

,, 11il Emergency Management 
'!!! Agency (NEMA) to come to 

"''' the aid of the affected 
'' ' communities and Local 

Governments in Enugu State 
that have suffered these acts of 
nature occasioned by flood 
disaster at Ogurugu in Ogboli 

Commission to be known as Enugu 
State Relief Material commission 
(ESRMC) which can attract such relief 
package. However, the Federal 
Government should, out of emergency, 
come to the aid of the victims while all 
mechanism will be put in place ' to 
establish .the State Relief Material 

I 

Commission. 

1·11' 
1!'; 

'l'"" 
I ,t:· J.. 

Local Government Area and 
NNPC gas Explosion at 
Okpanku, Mpu and Ekoli in 
Aninri Local Government 
Area. 

.,. ·'' ·I If I will further buttress this, you 
may imagine the amount of money the 
Federal Government spent in Lagos 
State during the Bomb Blast at the 
Military cantonment, and disasters at 
Nanka, Orumba Local Government 
Area in Anambra State. Recently 
Rivers, Abia and Ebonyi States w~ich J'! 
had similar disasters were rescued by )"1 

the Federal Government. I need 
1 

not ''' 
mention numerous states in the 

2. 

220 

That this honourable House 
urges the Enugu State 
Government to set up Enugu 
State Emergency Management 
Agency (ENSEMA) without 
further delay which is the only 
Commission constitutionally 
responsible to inform and 
receive the materials from the 

.J 

c. 
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Federal Government at the 
event of such occurrences. 

3. That State and Federal 
Government should c~me~ to 
immediate · reconstruc;ti'on ,lll of 
two bridges .

1 
in !' :.lithe 

aforementioned 1 

'' Lc¥ al 
,Government Areas which were 
affected by the disaster. 'il I ' 

4. Mr Speaker Sir, you are invited 
to note that the decrees spelt 
out the composition of . the 
Committee as well :! as the 
functions of the Agenc~' at the1:

1 
1 Federal level but at the state" 

H ' 

level, it only spelt out the 
composition of the Committee 
without the functions of the 

people's lives and property are 
sometimes lost. In moving Motions, we 
have to be very careful in making 
quotations and estimates . I did visit 
Okpanku, Mpu and Ekoli in Aninri 
Local Government Area. I do not know 
whether the Mover of this· Motion met 
piofessional valuers as against NSO 
million he said. I am not a professional 
valuer, in this case, we have to be 
careful .. . 

Mr Speaker: I am sure that the 
N,t:over of this Motion, the hon. Member 
for Uzo-Uwani (Mr Chigbo) before he 
came up with this Motion, must have 
done a lot of work. He must have 
visited the places, so let us not bother 
about the amount quoted. He must have 
gone to these places several times. Let 

Agency. It is therefore the duty us go on. 
of this honourable House to 
spell out the functions of the 
Agency here in Enugu State 
(See Part III of the Decre,e) , 
composition of the Com,mittee 
only without the functions . ~~~ 

I ' t I,\. '1, I 

Mr . Speaker, Sir, a copy of the 
Decree 12 of 1999, which is the latest 
law on emergency management in the 
country, is hereby attached to further 
buttress my points. Be it moved and it is 
hereby moved. 

I' I 
I '' 

Mr Speaker: Thank you . It~ Arty :1
1 

contributions? i\j;~ r:·, 1 ~ 
1~11 ' : 
'I· ,. 

Mr J. Anichukwu (Nkanu East) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I feel personally worried 
whenever I hear about disaster becau~e 

Mr Anichukwu: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
request for an amendment, because of 
what is happening at Ogurugu, the 
relevant Committee set up by this HOuse 
should equally visit the communities 
and Local Government Areas. 

Mr Speaker: This is a House 
function, it does not require any 
amendment. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, if 
you watch closely the contents of the 
Motion, the information contained 
therein and the quality of the Prayers in 
the ' Motion; that our people have lost 
their homes, areas of abode; that our 
people have become refugees in their 

1 local governments because of oil and 
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flood disasters, I have no doubt in my 
mind that the Mover of the Motion did a 
good job from the Report of the 
Committee on Petroleum this is what I 
call a well calculated design research. 

I urge this House of Assembly to 
pass this Motion. Natural disasters can 
occur here or there or anywhere. : The 
problem is that this House cannot 
control such disasters. If you want to 
see such disasters yourself, you can go 
to Ogurugu. The National Relief 
Agency should be directed to go to this 
area. 

My Speaker, Sir, I am urging this 

I 
I :tf 

Environmental Resources and 
Management Committee. We should 

, not repeat ourselves in this Motion. 
Again Mr Speaker, we should not act 
like Thomas in the Bible who was going 
after salvation but said that he wanted to 
~ee Jesus himself before believing. 

I ;r IJI' We need this Motion to be passed as 
. 1t concerns disaster. The Committee 

concerned should go and see things for 
themselves, and that would take care of 
the prayers. The question is not 
payment of compensation but we need 
to go there and see things for ourselves 
to avoid doing injustice to the prayers. 

House to consider the prayers, and to .,, What I mean is that, if we go there, 
give this Motion due passage todayr The ~I we see things for ourselves and know 
first prayer by the Mover is that Enugu 

1 
· 1~he , value of what shall be paid to these 

State Government should appeal to the l people. In respect of the amount quoted 
Federal Government to direct the by the Mover, that the estimated damage 
National Emergency Management is N50m, which means when we the 
Agency to come to the aid of the Committee get there, it is left for us to 
disaster areas. Enugu State will have · investigate whether the damage is about 
something to gain for our people that 1N50m or not. Then, if we want to put 
have lost everything just like in the 

1 
i more, we can do so. Then, we will 

Nigeria Civil War. j' . 1 , ~~.report back the extent of the damage and 
1 ' l r ' 'say that'' we ' have seen things for 

If you watch what is happening in ·~. 6urselves: Thank you. 
Liberia, you will not believe that this is i' 1: ! 11 

I ,II 

happening to somebody. I urge my · Mr Speaker: The Deputy Speaker, 
Speaker to pass this Motion. Thank one can observe that there is a 
you, Mr Speaker. difference between Motion on Urgent 

Deputy Speaker (Mr D. Atigwe): Mt . 
Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues, I like to 
support this Motion, but I will like to , 

I 

ask the people of Okpanku to prove that1j 

the earlier admitted Gas case was due to'l 
poor handling by the Petroleum and 

.Public Importance and Motion on 
Notice. 1 A Motion of Urgent Public 
Importance comes at the point in time . 
and is debated. That is, we make our 
decision, and not to refer it to a 

. Committee to carry out investigations. 
': But Motion on Notice must have gone 
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through all these processes. It must be 
investigated and must be able · to 

ascertain Public Opinion. . ,1.\ • ~·· \<· 
\\'1 i~ ,\ .I 

I am sure t~at the people conc~~ned 
have done enough job. , So I do .. no~1 se~ 
anything wrong at : all with any ofl

1 
the 

prayers. It is left for this honoufable 
House to go on and either pass or reject 
the issue of amount being quoted. This 
is no issue. Even if one says it is 
N200m and the Government decides to 
give them NlOm, you cannot prevent it. 
So if one says its N50m and, ~ay ;,be, 1 
by the time it will arrive, it p~s g~ne,\ 
beyond that N50m, nobody can (!.dd. 
more money. "1 1

\\lt l:r 

However, my hon. Colleagues 
should know that this Motion is not a 

1 

Matter of Urgent Public Importance. 
The Motion is on Notice. And I am 
sure they have done thorough job. 
Thank you. . ·1· ~ • 

II . II· I~ I 

446 

this in accordance with the Constitution, 
not in respect of credibility and also to 
the success of our people. We will not 
lose our credibility if we do not do this 
particular assignment now, as written by 
the Sponsor. I also want to point out 

, that, he said that the functions of the 
Committees were not spelt out by the 
decree. But the functions are spell out. 
Yes . So we do not need to go back to 
that prayer again, instead we go to pages 
545 of our Standing Rules, No. 9 of part 
3, that is, the functions of the different 
Committees, etc. We should take care of 
these Rules. Thank you. 

•!. 
I·• 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, in respect of what the hon. 
Member for Igbo Eze North I (Mr 
Onyeze) has said, we should limit the 
prayers from number 1 - 3 which have 
been spelt out in the decree. So, I am 
sure Members are following. 

Several hon. Members: Yes! Yes . . \ ·w I 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo-Eze North D: , 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I wish to join my 

1
1: ~ Leader (Mr Ebenylj: Mr Speaker, 

Colleagues in supporting the Motion. qi Sir, hon. Colleagues, I rise to support 
congratulate our hon. Member who has this Motion. This is a very important 
done a lot of Research to bring us to this Motion. Please, Mr Speaker, I will urge 
point. We cannot refer the Motion to the honourable House to support what 
the Committee when our people are the hon. Member for Uzo-Uwani (Mr 
rendered homeless, when our people are Chigbo) applied in this Motion. This 
now finding it difficult to get goo4 disaster can happen in other local 
drinking water, and are facing diseas~~ .' governments. Just like what the Deputy 
as a result ofNational Disasters. I,'

1
Want ·if\ Speaker has said, we sympathized with 

to point out that at page 2, he said: Mr ,'.~ the people of Ogboli Local Government, 
Speaker, Sir, this, honourable House but we have no solution on this incident. 
will be losing its credibility, if the Let the Committee on Petroleum 
Members do not unanimously call for a 'Resources and Environmental 
way forward. I believe we are doing Management go there and see things for 
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themselves and come back and report to · Report never spelt out Regular Relief 
the House before we take a resolution Emergency Agency (Interruptions). 
on it. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe) : Thank 

you Mr Speaker. I am not against this 
Motion but against Mr Speaker's 
directing action. I observed that as Mr 

Colleagues, the hon. Member for Awgu 
South (Mr Maduabu) came up with a 
Motion mandating the Committee to do 
an indepth study. This Motion Is a 
Motion on Notice. This happened on 
1 i 11 of August, and we took time to 
study this since 1 i 11 up till today to 
bring out this Motion. And some 
members are telling us to send it back to 
the Committee again. You are taking a 
wrong decision by saying that the 
House Committee should do that. 

' ·speaker directs his action, it is agreed 
I to. Mr Speaker in Chair should carry 

II" people along and not directing, because, 
,· if {¥e all should vote against 
' (Interruption). 

Many bon. Member: No, No. Point 
of Order! 

Mr Speaker: I can never be biased. 
If there is a matter on this Floor, it is 

Please, there is nothing wrong with f·: either you support it or you oppose it. 
his prayers. With due respect, if ,you ;:" So, I am only helping to make a 
want to contribute in favour, you can i decision, and, at the end, I cast my vote. 
still go on and do it. If you want to . So 'if you have an amendment to 
oppose it, please go ahead and raise the propose, go ahead and do so. If your 
objection, but asking for a member who amendment is carried by this honourable 
took time since 1 ih of this month to House, I have no objection. If somebody 
work and come up with a Motion on wants to speak in favour of this Motion 
Notice to go back because it has some 

1 
' or wants this "Motion to be amended, I 

loopholes, is not fair, I cannot agree 1 1 banrtot stop that person. 
with you . The difference berl:veen i ·i 111 1 1' I .I ' 
Motion on Notice and Motion of Urgent :. 1 Deputy Speaker:1 Mr Speaker, I do 
Public Importance has been taken care , F agrde with you, but what I said is a 
of by the explanation given by the hon. : suggestion. It was not an opposition to 

I ' 

Member for Awgu South (Mr the Motion. It was a fine suggestion. If 
Maduabu). you say now, 'send Relief material', 

they must be there to see those things. 
Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe) : Thank. 

you Mr Speaker. If you watch out 1 

exactly the intention and purpose of this , 
Motion it cannot be contradicted. It has1!: 
been observed that the Com~ittee l~! 
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Mr Speaker: There is no need 
making much ado about nothing 
(lnte,rruption) 
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Mr G. Chukwuegbo (Enugu So~th 
II): Mr Speaker, Sir, Having ·· gone 
through the prayer of this : ,¥otipn, · I 
plead that this honourable House ~ gives 
immediate passage of this:! ,Motion. 

•II · 
Based on this, I move that the question 

' I:, '\j l be now put. 1111 1 
1 

I li 1 

:. 

. . II 
Questwn, That the Questzon be now 

put, put and agreed to. 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

il 111! · ·'iJ 
Resolved: io.o' .~1 1·r.1 

l.jl ~ 

1. That Enugu State ijo~se .~f 
Assembly hereby appeals to 
the Federal Governmei;It 
through the State 
Government to direct Relief 
Material Agency to come to 
the aid of the affected 
Communities and Local 
Governments in Enugu State 
that have suffered lqss, )!~hat 
is, out of nature, occasioned 

·Ill 
at Ogurugu in · Oboli ' Lpcal 
Government Area and pas 
explosion at Okpanku , in 
Aninri local government area. 

2. That this bon. House urges . 
the Enugu State Government 
to set up Relief Material 
Commission without•l·:further 

''· :. 1 delay which is 1~, onl)'t 
Commission constitutionally 
responsible to reform and 
receive material from Federal 
Government at the event of 
such occurrence. 

450 

3. That the State and Federal 
Government come to 
immediate construction of 
two bridges m the 
aforementioned 

' 
local 

government areas which were 
affected by this disaster. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Mr Speaker: Members should 
remember that some time ago, I told 

1 them that some Members belong to 
J 

more than 4 Committees which I never 
I 

wanted. Some belong to two 
I 

Committees. In view of this 
development, I will continue to increase 
and reduce at appropriate time. So, on 
this development, the Clerk-at-Table 
should take note that the hon. Member 
for Enugu south I (Mr Anih) is now a 
Member of the Committee on Lands and 
Housing, Commerce and Industry. 
Thank you. 

Committee Meetings 

2. The House Committee on 
Judiciary, Public Petition, Ethics 
and Privileges will visit the 
Ministry of Justice on 28 
August, 2003, Thursday. Time, 
1 p.m. It was signed by bon. 
Member for Igbo-Etiti East (Mr 
E. Odo) Chairman. 

3. The House Committee on 
Education, Science and 
Technology will visit Queen ' s 
School. Time is 1 p.m. on 28 
August, 2003. 
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Seminar for Members 

4. There is a Seminar that will take 
place tomorrow (271812003) at 
Nike Lake Resort Hotel. It is 
being organized by the DFID, 
and the topic is Public 
Expenditure and Management. 
All hon . Members are expected 
to be there. Time is 1 Oa.m. ! 

5. Please, all hon. Members are 
expected to move direct from 
the Chamber to the Speaker's 
Office for a brief discussion. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr K. Ebenyi): Mr speaker, 
Sir, I move that the House do now 
adjourn until Tuesday 2nd September, 
2003 at 1 Oa.m. Thank you. 

Mr M . Njeze (Udi North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second the Motion 
for adjournment, and in doing so, I wish 
to thank Fellow hon. Members for the 
Motions we passed today especially that 
on the natural disasters. ,. 

I wish to use this opportunity als~ ' to 
tell our Members who are not ; very 
comfortable with the amount quoted to 
take consolation on the fact that it is not 
part of the prayers. It was not contained 
in the payers, so no · amount was 
mentioned in the prayers, and I thank 
you for assessing us the way we did. 
Thank you so much. 

' I ~ !lj ,, ' ,,,, 
,:i .;'Question put and agreed to. 
r1 : ~t, 

:t '·!•' 

· Re~olved: That this honourable · 
House do now adjourn until 1 Oa.m. on 
Tuesday 2nd September, 2003 at 1 Oa.m. 

f~t 

Adjourned accordingly at 1.25p.m. 
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and you are from the s~me 1 S~at~j:i' ,{thou~·and tenants are pushed into Enugu 
the I landlord, is he going to ;;~iye r' .j.l~r·IState; ,metropolis ~y various instit~ttions, 
more · preference because you1r~ art:1 ' //• and ,!I do not thmk _that there ts any 
his State? '1:' !',; provision to accommodate even five . . 

" ·thousand ... (interruptions) 
Deputy Leader: He belongs to ,the 

and he cannot give you a different 
ing, that is what I am saying, but they 

Mr Speaker: Order! Order! 

being influenced by the majority of Several hon. Members: Point of 
people who do not own these houses , Ord~r! Point of Order! (Laughte1) 

' 'I' .who are not even the indi2:enes of 
1
• .. , 

~ I ·" ··I 
IS .State. .If I· you ~ study this all , · , Mr M. N. Onyeze (Igbo-Eze North 

ort~nt Motion, you . ~; i~l discpv9r 

1
,, I): This is a very important Motion and 

the total aim of it is to curb tlle. I. we.}1ave to adopt it if we wan~ to help 
ses of t~1ese s~ylock: agents

1 
~nd 1 the •. poor masses who are suffering 

lords parttcularly the agents. !11 Like • because of shelter. We have to depart 
Right hon. Member for Awgu North ' from the existing landlords and tenants 

Enebe) said, most of these agents relationship. And I urge the Committee 
e houses here and there and some of on Housing to study the existing laws 

at times do · collect money from and .come out with something different 
than three or ten tenants for the rl. from what we have now. If we talk of 

1
'
1·1 ij 11 apartment. " · · :r ·;·· Rent Tribunal for example, when you go 

'•" In 'I' . · . ' /1,, . c j. to; the Rent Tribunal, you may to meet 
I therefore, appeal to this hon?urable~ somebody, maybe, a conductor who has 

se . to urge . the ExecutJ~e to · come to demand for justice there. 
l·o"""<'+Jtute or revive the Rent Tnbunal Sometimes you will find out that we aet 

' b 
State. You are aware we have , little or nothina from that Rent Tribunal. 
ional estate agents, and . these I think if weo are talk in a of !eaal or 
ionals should. be co-opted into .illegal agents, there shouldo be a ne~v law 

reputable Rent Tnbunal so that they which should cater for the welfare of 
have a check on the excesses on our 

I ' I It I ~ : 

pie. . I' , ii·/. , ,J" iH 
people as far as shelter is concerned, 
that is, either the Ministry of Social 
Welfare or the Min is try of Justice. So 
that people can determine accurately 
~h,at a room wi II cost arid then it can 
becomes the responsibility of 
Government to collect rent or give out 
houses to prospective tenants. 

i lll' j!' 
Mr Speaker, · on 1 this note 1' ,beg ttQ 
· · ~ 'Ill Question be now ' put. 

. li 'I I 
!i 
II 

U. 'Ezeh (Udenu): 
·on! The information I am 

ing, Mr Speaker, is that we should 
ember that every year, over ten 

1•1' .~11 ~· 
/ 1;1./ •I j, ,;1! 

I' !1)1' II :.'li 
·/rr!.: 1 • 1 ,,, ~~~ ' ; I ' I 

11r1r ~ :f. 
I 

I 

' 

,., 

As long as they ask these tenants to 
negotiate with landlords, we cannot get 

I 
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anything better from them. The people 
who sponsored this Motion should work 

. hand-in -hand with the Committee on 
~ ~ Hou s ing to come out with a new law so 
'l~that people can get something out of 
' thi s Motion. Otherwise I believe we 

.. ill just remain where we are as far as 
d lords and tenants relationship is 

Co~ncil do not enforce the use of this 
'opportunity. Unless there is · a 
Clevelopment rate that the State 

· Government can impose, there is no 

11
, way\ the Government can collect 
' property rates from the land lords. It is 

the responsibility of the Local 
Government. 

' Mr E. Odoh (lgbo-Etiti East) : Mr 
· f support this Motion, but urge the Speaker, Sir. The information as given 

ver and the House Committee to , by the bon . Member for Udenu (.tvlr. 
me up with something in form of a *·' Ezeh);' with all due respect may not be 

I I ~ 

. so that we can protect the interest of ~~~ quite ··~orrect. The position there is that_ 
the masses. Thank you, Mr Speaker. . · •, tqere, ,,Is Federal Land, State land, ' and 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Co ll eagues, the problem we are having 

. in this issue of landlords and tenants 
relationship is that even some of these 

;· land lords do not pay tax? So, what 'We 
.j are going to do as we are debating this 

Motion, is to find a way of taxing these 
lords. I think by the time we adbpt 

is Mot ion, we should equally work 
the way to see that they pay tax. 

we have a Bil l on Urban ahd 
ional Planning, and I think we have 
re-introduce that Bill as soon as 
sib le so that if you have landed 

rty, it must be assessed to know 
·.what you make out of the property. 

Mr Eze: Information! THe 
. information I want to give is that tHe 
fourth schedule under the 1999 
Constitution empowers the Local 

. Govemment to evaluate and collect the 

. propeFty rates from Landlords and all 
rts of tenancy properties. But 
0ortunately, the Local Government 

"' Local Government land. Each of the 
tiers of Government has its own land 
and collects the respective land rate . I 
wish to state further that the topic which 
we a~e now discussing, that is, . rate or 
non rate is not the theme of the Motion. 

, II'' What we have to do is to . pass the 
y' M?tio~ and then have an . additional 
prayer:~ When the Bill comes up, we can··· 
ad~rd~ the issue. So, I humbly move 
~ l' 'I 

:th~t the Question be put. Thank you. 

Question, That Question be put, put 
and agreed to. 

I . 

1 Main Question put and agreed ~o. 
I 

·1. h./ d· .4 Reso ve .. ~ 

,:\\. 1., :!1,\\\ ,: That the Tenancy Law 111 

,j, :1~ • 'l''\.1 1: existence as it affects the 
b\ ,, 1 'ltl 

~: ~ : ·,~:'"' ~tate should be invoked and 
Implemented to save the 
residents from further injury 

~- \1·· 
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and hardship . 
That a functional and 
effective Rent Tribunal' be 
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ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 1 !: 1 Th E St t c ·1 f ' .:i. e nugu a e ounc1 o 

• 'II ' ' 
Tuesday, 30th September, 2003 1 · ~.~.~~~ ~ Trad. itional Rulers Bill, No. 4, 2003 

·'I ' I ~ (The House met at 10 a.m.) ·~ 1 AI B'll c L t t bl' h th 
~ · 1 10r a aw o es a IS e 

·~ 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VO).'ES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

,,, 
Mr Speaker: Honourable 

Colleagues, our Votes and Proceedings 
No. 26 of Thursday 251

h September, 
2003 are now before us. I have gone 
through the said Votes and Proceedings 
and found them correct. However, I 
welcome your comments . Thank you. 

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East) : I pave 
equally gone through ~he Votes ' and ' 
Proceedings and found them to be th~ 
true reflection of our last proceedings, ··i 
therefore move a Motion for their 
adoption. 

Enugu State Council of Traditional 
Rulers. 

Adjourned debate on Second 
Reading 23rd September, 2003 

Leader (Mr Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, 
iJ Sir, · 

1 
hon. Colleagues, I move that the 

''1 Enugu State Council of Traditional 
Rulers Bill No. 4, 2003, be read again 
for the Second time. Thank you. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second the Motion 
that was moved by the Leader of the 
House. Thank you. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Coll~agues, you will recall that the 
debate on this Bill was deferred to a 
later date to be determined by the Rules 
and the Business Committee of this 
House. Having mentioned what we 

Mr D. Ani (Enugu South): I have have today by the Leader, I believe that 
equally gone through the Votes and it is wise to bring it up again this 
Proceedings and found them to be very morning. I hope that all the necessary 
correct, I therefore second the Moti~n . , documents requested by the hon. 

J;. Members during our last sitting have 
Question put and agreed to. :1 'J~ · ' been supplied to enable debate on the 

!;;; .. , 1 Enugu State Council of Traditional 
Votes and Proceedings of Thursday Rulers Bill No. 4, 2003, be resumed. 

25th September, 2003 accordingly Thank you. 
adopted 
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·lit 

I 

~II 
ih• 
:IJ 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, hon . 
Colleagues, I rise to throw light on this 
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important Bill before the House. I am 
aware that my hon . Deputy Leader has 
talked on this Bill as well as the other 
hon. Members . But I am rising from 
my Seat this morning to throw more 
light on the importance of the Bill. Mr 
Speaker, Sir, as you all are aware that 
this Bill is required to make provisions 
for the establishment and composition 
of the Enugu State Council of 
Traditional Rulers Edict 1996; which 
has been in existence. This Bill was 
passed to expand the Traditional Rulers 
Council in order to accommodate more 
Traditional Rulers from the Council of 
the newly created autonomous 
Communities and Local Government 
Areas. 

The present Council as you are 
aware, has the Chairman, and two 
Deputy Chairmen, and about 17 
members. But this very Bill is seeking 
to increase the number of Deputy 
Chairmen to three, that is, one from 
each senatorial zone, and one 
Traditional Ruler from each Local 
Government Area. That brings up the 
total number of Council Members to 56. 
These 56 Members will serve in the 
Council on rotational basis. 

I 
Also, unlike in the present Council, 

where the tenure of office of Members 
is 5 years, this Bill is seeking to reduce 
the number of years to three (3) years, 
in order to accommodate more 
Traditional Rulers. 

Mr Speaker, hon. Colleagues, this is 
a very important Bill, particularly, as it 

concerns our Traditional Rulers who are 
our fathers; and most importantly, they 
are the custodians of our precious 
culture, customs and Traditions. The 
Council, in addition to other functions is 
to advise the government on matters 
relating to culture, customs and 
Traditions. They will equally advise the 
government on the maintenance of 
public order within the State. 

11. Mr Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues, I 
therefore, urge all hon. Members to 
support this Bill and give it accelerated 
hearing that it deserves, so that our 
government will benefit from the wealth 
of wisdom of these great men, that is, 
our Traditional Rulers. Thank you . 

Mr M. Onyeze (lgbo-Eze North I): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I want to talk on two 
items here: first Tenure of Office and 
second Functions. The Enugu State 

I· Council ofTraditional Rulers Bill No.4, 
2003, page 2, sub section 2, states that: 
The Chairman, Deputy Chairman, or 
Member may be reappointed for another 
term of three years as such Chairman, 
Deputy Chairman or Member, provided 
that he shall be qualified for further 
appointment as Chairman, Deputy 

• Chairman or Member if he has served 
.II • l h Mr 
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I' 

two terms consecutzve y, as sue . 
Speaker, sir, I want us to look at this 
section, very critically, because, at times 
you may be throwing away the 
experience of some renowned 
Traditional Rulers. If you go to ... 
(interruptions) 
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Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, hon. 
Colleagues, my Point of Order is' that i , 

I ,,. 
the hon. Member for Igbo Eze N<;>rthi1I 
(Mr Onyeze), is deviating . . we have n~t ' 

•II 
come to that stage yet. What we atie , 
discussing now is the merits 1 and ' 
demerits, that is, the general prin2iples 
of the Bill. When we get to the 
Committee stage, you can raise up your 
objection or any amendment from the 
Bill. Thank you. 

Mr Onyeze: Thank yo~;·:: ~r;·:i 
Speaker, Sir. Really, we are trying to 1 

look at the general principles of this Bill 
- the merits and demerits. I think this is 
a very popular Bill, because the Council 
of Traditional Rulers will be a strong 
supplement to the Executive arm of 
Government, especially as it concerns 
the insecurity in the rural area~ with 
respect to government property l~ke 
rural electrification cables, and all other 
things that will attract support of gdod 
Laws. If we have strong Traditio~al 
Council at the State level, they can put 
their heads together and formulate ideas 
that will help in curbing these excesses 
in the rural communities. 

So, I think the Bill is a very popular 
one and should be given acceleraiedl 
hearing. Thank you. :;;,:: 

Mr E. Odo (Igbo-Etiti East): Mr 
. Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues, just like 

the last speaker has already said, the 
importance of this Bill cannot really be 
over-emphasized, more especially, from 
the technical angle. The Bill seems to 
cover all the legislative issue's with 

j I'' 

respect to the Traditional Rulers, as was 
enacted in this State, especially in the 
Edict of 1996, as the Leader has pointed 
out, and the Anambra State Law of 
1981, that was adopted by Enugu State. 

So, it is my candid view that, apart 
from the importance of bringing the 
Traditional Rulers under one umbrella, 
having a single Law controlling the 
activities of Traditional Rulers, more 
especially now they are pressing to have 
more autonomous communities there is 
also gain in having a single document or 
single legislation guiding all the 
activities of Traditional Rulers, ranging 
from the structure to the composition, 
and then, to the general format, 
notwithstanding the period of the 
legislation. It is my candid opinion that 
this is a golden opportunity for us to see 
that this legislation is completed so that 
at , the end of the day, any Law 
concerning Traditional Rulers in Enugu 
State can easily be found in a single 
document; and this can also be extended 
to other States. Most of these Laws 
have been in operation for long, and 
most people seem to forget about them. 
But we are praying, that this Law will 
out-live, not only the Traditional Rulers, 
but also us and the members of the 
Public. 

It is my candid view, Mr Speaker, 
that there is no point for Members to 
delay this Bill. With these, I ask all hon. 
Members to support the Bill and pass it 
into Law, because this is the appropriate 
time for that. 
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So, Mr Speaker, I beg to stop for a 
while. I therefore, with due respect to · 
everybody here, move that the Question 
be put, in the absence of any other 
contributions. Thank you. 

Question, That the Question be now 
put, put and agreed to. 

Main Question put and agreed to. 
I 

Bill accordingly read a second time. ' 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, the Enugu State Council of 
Traditional Rulers Bill No. 4, 2003 has 
now scaled the Second stage. I wish to 
thank you for your contributions. I 
remember that since debate started on 
this Bill, especially the first and second 
day, all has been well, and the reason it 
delayed up to today was because we 
wanted some documents forwarded to 
the House, and, of course, the Executive 
did not comply with that request on 
time. However, we have been able to 
go through the second stage. I thank 
you immensely for your various 
contributions, and wish you more 
grease to your elbows. Thank you. 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS 

Exemption from Payment of 
Import Duties on Educational 
Materials Donated to Institute of 
Management and Technology, 
(I.M.T) Enugu. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, like we agreed in my office, 

I sent somebody to find out about this 
Motion. I was told that the former 
Minister sat on it and that the new 
Minister has written to the Institute of 
Management and Technology (IMT) 
Enugu, asking them to make all the 
necessary arrangements for the items to 
be lifted. 

At that moment we had not been 
given details of when they are going to 
release the items. More importantly, 
they: are now not asking about paying 
derril.rrrage or customs duties . On the 
strength of that, I think the Motion can 
go on, unless the House decides 
otherwise. Shall we go on with the 
Motion? 

Several hon. Members: Yes! 

" I. •'lj 

f Deputy Leader (Mr P. Anikwe): Mr 
Sperucer~ Sir, there is no need stepping it 
doWn. If the records now say that the 
items have been released, then there is 
no need continuing with the Motion, but 
if it states clearly that the terms and 
conditions were not met, then we go on. 
This Motion is a prayer which will help 
to racilitate such a release. There is no 
corltradiction there. It will help even the 
Mifiister to facilitate such a release. So 
this: is' the appropriate time for the 
Motion to come into place. There is no 
need stepping it down. Thank you. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, may I move the Motion 
standing in my name on the Order 
Paper: That this hon. House do mandate 
the .~ House Committee on Education, 
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Science and Technology to collect : 
enabling documents 1 regarding ~ ' 

I ' ' I Technical Assistance (Educational 
Materials) from the Rector, Institute ~ibf 1 
Management and Technology (IMT) 1 

and other donor agencies with a view to 
obtaining a duty free tariff on the said 
materials from the Federal Government 
and its agencies. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker,. Sir1 I,, 
rise to second that Motion. ' ::: 

1 

, ~~ ,j!ij 

Ill' ~~ 
Mr C. 0. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr'' 

Speaker, Sir, I am not against the 
Motion, but I want to ask one questionJ 
My question is what constitutes the five 
days mandate for a Motion to come to 
the Floor of the House? Is it from the 
day we get the Motion from the Sponso~ 
or the day the Committee sat on it? :~ i 

The reason I am asking : ~slll is 
because I want a situation wher~by, 1 if 
somebody submits a Motion~ the 
Members will have notice of that 
Motion and have an idea of what is 
coming up. What I am saying is that we 
should abide by the Rules of the House, 
not when one of us gets to his house '!Jld 
gets a Motion from one of his ldds~ .ithei 

11 H• '~I 
next day when you come to the11 House, 
the Motion is already on the Floor of 
the House. I want a situation where we 
streamline the mode of Motions. If a 
Motion gets to the Speaker or to the 
Clerk or to whoever is in charge, hon. 
Members will now know that such a 
Motion is coming up on a specified day, 
so that we get prepared for :: it. 
Otherwise, the quality of debate will be 

very very poor, and all these things do 
go to the Press. Thank you. 

, iMr Speaker: At this point, I don't 
think that it is my duty to determine 
whether the Motion is either later or too 
early. Because I believe that it is the 
duty of the Rules and Business 
Committee to bring up such Motions, 
and the Committee must have complied 
with the relevant Rules of the House; 

I 

and more importantly, this Motion was 
di~cussed last night, but, unfortunate! y, 
during the meeting, you were not in 
attendance. 

Mr Enebe: The thing is that I am not 
referring to this Motion in particular. I 
am referring to every other Motion that 
might come up. 

Mr Speaker: It is not your duty. 
I 

'

1 

Mr Enebe: The Rules and Business 
Committee of the House must do things 
in conformity with the Rules of the 
House, but if we now sta11 judging 
whether they are wrong or right, I 
believe we must blame them for the 
mistake. They should consult the 
relevant Rules of the House. 

I 

1 Mr Speaker: The Chairman of the 
Committee on Rules and Business is 
here. 

Leader (Mr Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, 
the answer to the question by the hon. 
Member for Awgu North (Mr Enebe) is 
that our Rules state that each Motion 
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should stay up to five days before it is 
circulated. 

Mr Enebe: There must be a way of 
letting Members know when a Motion 
. . 
1s commg up. 

Mr Speaker: In such a situation, a 
day before our sitting, we usually have 
meetings, which we had yesterday's 
night, which, of course, by the time we 
dismissed from the meeting nobody saw 
you there. When did you get this 
Motion. 

Mr Enebe: I got it about two days 
ago. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, it is very 
unfortunate that the hon. Member for 
Awgu North (Mr Enebe) is coming up 
with this argument. He is a member of 
the Rules and Business Committee of 
the House, and he has never attended a 1 

meeting. 

Mr Enebe: If you invite me, I will 
attend, but you do not expect me to 
attend meetings you hold in your house. 

Mr Ugwu: May I use thi~ 
opportunity to thank this honourable 
House, and to praise the spirit of 
democracy in this country. 

The Institute of Management and 
Technology (IMT) Enugu is one of the 
tertiary institutions owned and managed 
by the Government of Enugu State of 

Science and Technology through 
teaching, research and production is one 
out of the numerous objectives of the 
Instituti'on. 

The Institution sometimes in 2002 
entered into a Joint Academic project 
with Anambra State Motor 
Manufacturing Company Limited, 
(ANAMMCO), an affiliate of the world
wide Diamler Chrysler Incorporated, 
Gef~any with the aim of running jointly 
a National Diploma Programme. This 
programme covers two engineering 
disciplines, thus: 

(1) Mechatronics and 
(2) Electrical Engineering/Industrial 

electronics. 

These pioneer programmes are the 
first of its kind in Nigeria especially the 
Mechat~onics that is relatively new in 
Europe and America . 

I 1li 
I 

However, in pursuance and 
fulfillment of the above, Diamler 
Chrysler Incorporated, Germany, 
donated a list of one hundred and twenty 
three (123) items covering equipment, 
tools and materials worth millions of 
naira in support of the Institute's Joint 
Venture with ANAMMCO. 

1~ I 
<: " I 

' ·I 
Mr Speaker, my Fellow hon. 

Colleagues, these 123 items of 
equipment have been shipped to Nigeria 
but seized because the import duties 
were not paid. 

Nigeria. Training of middle and higher 1 It is . unfortunate, sympathetic and 
II 

level manpower in Management, :. disheartening that educational donation 
'I• I' T ,,, 
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I 
! ,, ;, 

from far away Germany to an institution 
I ;. 

in our own country could be allowed11 to 
waste all in the · name of ~mport ~uti~s ., 

1 

Why? Honourable Colleagues, the law . 
on tariff free Goods is very clear ~m 
this. Schedule 2, Section 6, Item 1 7 
deals on Exemption from Import Duty of 
the Nigerian Customs and Excise Tariff 
.. . etc, (Consolidation) Act No. 4 1995 
is attached. 

' (!Ii-i 

lk• • j' '1:1 

PRAYERS 
•,: ' .1: 'i! 
II!!. II 

1. That the Rector IMT · and 

2. 

other Donor Authorities liaise 
1 

with the House Committee on 
Education with the aim of · 
finding solution to the release 
of the Educational Materials 
which are rusticating in the 
Customs Office. ',,.:1 ,. 1 

That the House Co:rnini-q:ee 
on Education do continue 

101 

with such pursuit of ~e 
release of the said materials 
with the relevant authorities 
in line with the requirement 
of the above-mentioned Act. 

Honourable Colleagues, material~ I, 
teaching aids for the education of our 
children and citizens of this nation are J 

t!' . 

. sine qua non for high technology.llll'· 

I, therefore urge this House to give 
this Motion favourable considerat~on 

and resolution. 

Be it moved, and it is hereby move~. 

I 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Thank 
you, Mr Speaker, I . can recall quickly 

I :ill 

I 

the emphasis we placed on functional 
committee of this House. Mr Speaker, 
you will recall that the Education 
cbmmittee of this House visited the 
Institute of Management and 
Technology (IMT) at the same time 
with Enugu State University of Science 
and Technology (ESUT) . Such visits 
have resulted in two Motions, one 
already passed by this House which was 
on unnecessary delay of results of 
students at ESUT. 

I, . 

Mr Speaker, if you go all round the 
streets now, this honourable House will 
take glory and people are happy with us. 
It will be bad to hear that donations of 
educational input and materials by a 
Foreign Agent to Nigeria cannot come 
to IMT because of the so-called Import 
Duties. If you . go to the Act, as shown, 
yo;u will recall that educatipnal materials 
are equally exempted from the Import 
Duties. If today we allow it to happen in 
the South East, particularly in Enugu 
State, I am sure that the fact will be 
misquoted or contradicted. If this 
particular kind of Institution is sited 
either in the North or in the West, this 
particular treatment could not have been 
meted out to such an Institution. 

Mr Speaker, it is one of our 
responsibilities to put a stop to it. Mr 
Speaker, this honourable House would 
be more understood if we pass this 
Motion by . requesting the Federal 
Ministry of Education to urgently 
release these materials because they are 
meant for the educational advancement 
of our people. 
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Today in Nigeria, it is not news that 
there is no investment more than 
educational investment, that is, human 
development. Somebody who is well 
educated cannot go all out to become a 
social mischief. And the only way we 
can have this educational institution 
delivering its services is by equipping it 
with relevant materials. This will 
guarantee the students passing through 
the school and the school passing 
through them. 

i 
Mr Speaker, the Motion has a very 

important impact on our educational 
pursuit. The credit will go to all of us. 
At least the institution, IMT, and the 
people of Enugu State will be happy 
that the materials donated to us, free of 
charge, can now come to us free of 
charge. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr J. N. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): 

own defence to this honourable House 
or appear before us here to explain. . . . 
(Laughter). I am serious because there is 
no rationale behind this, whatsoever. 
I 

I~ . 
So, this Motion is very powerful and 

the attached Act has confirmed that. 
But I do not want anybody to get up 
tomorrow to employ any other 
terminology just to delay the release of 
the equipment. Because today they talk 
about Import Duty, and tomorrow I do 
not want them to use the language of 
de:gmrrage. 

I 

So ' it is on this that I am suggesting 
that only a word be added to this very 
important prayer one - That the Rector, 
Institute of Management and 
Technology (IMT) and other Donor 
Authorities liaise with the House 

. Committee on Education with the aim of 
finding solution to the unconditional 

Thank you, Mr Speaker, I have risen to 
fully support this important Motion 
because this Motion deals with the 
education of our children or all the 
citizens of this country and not the 
citizens of Enugu State alone. Mr 
Speaker, I was baffled when I heard that 
an individual, a highly placed 
individual, a Minister of Information, 
had deliberately sat down ' on 
educational materials freely given to an , 
Institution in Enugu State to enhance ; 
the welfare of our citizens. 

f, release. If this additional word 
unconditional is approved by this 

Mr Speaker, I must be frank, but 
because the information is not contained 
in any document, I would have asked 

I 
the Minister concerned to submit his · 

I 

' honourable House it will make the 
school authority not to be asked to pay 
demurrage because the equipment has 
over-stayed. 

, 1
1 

So, Mr Speaker, I have fully 
identified , myself with this powerful 
•II· I 

Motion, but I will be happy if my 
~~~ I 

Fellow hon. Colleagues will give it the 
s~pport I have given it. Thank you. 

Mr M. N. Onyeze (Igbo-Eze North) : 
Mr Speaker, Sir, permit me to thank the 
Mover of this Motion who incidentally 
is a member of the House Committee on 
Education. He was one of those who 
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j .!' ... 

visited IMT to ·find out their probl~ms' 
and this matter was raised ;1by ~~~the · 
Rector. The man went further to make 
a research to find o~t whether i'lw~ 

I 'I I 

actually deserve exemption from . import 
duty and tax for these. Section 7 of the 
Act shows that goods 'obtained free-of
charge and technical assistants from 
donor international bodies/countries are 
exempted. 

I . ... jj 
,I I 1 

II I I' I 
Therefore, the member has no force 

I to! 

to stand and demand for our rights. The 
Institute of Management and 
Technology, Enugu, the Yaba 
Technology and Kaduna Polytechnic 
are in the list, among the numerous 
polytechnics in the country, and if these 
important Institutions like IMT get 
some donations from overseas research 
or technical Institutions, there , is :; no 

. reason the Federal Ministry 'lfl of 
Education or whosoever, should , si~il on 
those donations, particularly, when they 
are exempted by law. IMT also faces 

· accreditation and re-accreditation 
problems from time to ·time. They need 
these materials to · help them pass 
continuous accreditation tests. 

I therefore urge · the honourable 
House to support this all-important 

1!1' I' '! 
Motion so that urgent steps i11will be 
taken to make those in charge of these 
materials release them to IMT. 

It is true that IMT is located in 
Enugu State but seventy per cent of the 
students of IMT come from other parts 
of the country. So, the materials are for 
Education of the entire nation not for 

Enugu State people or South East 
people. I thank the Mover of this 
Iyfotion and urge the honourable House 
to support the Motion and pass it, so that 
these materials be released for aiding, 
teaching and learning of Technology in 
our very important Institution, the 
Institute of Management and 
Technology. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

I 
, Mr E. Odoh (Igbo-Etiti East): Mr 

Speaker, Sir. May I seek the leave of 
. this hon. House to ask for suspension of 
rule No. 25 so as to enable me to make 
amendment to prayer one of this 
Motion . Thank you. 

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo-Uwani): My 
respected Speaker and hon. Colleagues. 
I . am fully in support of what the hon . 
Member for Igbo-Etiti (Mr Odoh) has 
just said (Interruptions/Laughter). 

.I 

I Mr Speaker: There is a Motion on 
the Floor moved by the hon. Member 
for Igbo-Etiti (Mr Odoh) seeking the 
leave of this honourable House to 
suspend Rule No. 25 to enable him 
make an amendment to the first prayer 
of the Motion. 
I 

· Mr Chigbo: Mr Speaker, I second 
the Motion (Laughter) 

i 

Question put and agreed to. 

Rule 25 accordingly suspended. 

Mr Odoh: Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
The Motion is a well articulated one and 
I wish, at the end of the day, we wil l 
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channel our grievance to the appropriate 
quarters . I am aware that cases of 
educational materials are exempted. 
We have national aids for Technology 
Research and Appropriations by which 
any technical materials coming inside 
the country, the Federal Ministry of 
Education must detail their appropriate 
people to go and clear it. I believe that 
this is one of the conditions that ought 
to have been placed on IMT as an 
Institution. 

I wish to simply add as prayer three 
that the honourable House do urge the 
Federal Ministry of Education and 
National Office of Technology 
Acquisition and Promotions to assist in 
the release of the educational 
Materials. The rationale behind this is 
that even if we summon the Minister of 
Education, which I know we do not 
have the power to do, it will still make 
no impact. 

So, I urge the House to incorporate 
this point in our own prayer, so that 
they will now liaise with the Ministry of 
Education to facilitate the release of 
these materials. 

Meanwhile, that will not stop the 
House Committee on Education to do 
whatever they could, to assist in this 
matter. I', 

I 

Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Question put and agreed to 

Mr Chigbo: Mr Speaker, Sir, there is 
' something I want to know. According 
to the Motion, is an Act a Constitution? 
and if it is, we are operating with 1999 
Constitution and the Motion is talking 

r of an Act which is No.4 of 1995 . What 
' I am trying to say is that I may have 

I 

misunderstood my Colleague who said 
we should suspend it to make an input. 
This clarification is necessary to avoid 
mistakes in the next stage of the Motion. 
Why we are passing a Motion based on 
the 1999 Constitution is because we are 
op'erating the 1999 Constitution. Please 
I· stand to be corrected. 
. ,,~ 

j:Mi E. Odo: Mr Speaker, Sir, I think 
the interpretation is a very simple one. 
The Act is the enabling law, that 
controls the issue of the materials 
referred to above. Now, the difference 
between the Constitution and an Act is 
that the Constitutio~ is the highest. The 
Constitution recognizes several pieces 
of legislation, both State and Federal. 

I: .. T~is is one of the national legislations 
:' made , ]?Y the National Assembly. If you 

go to section 315 or 316, the 
Constitution recognized several existing 
laws and these existing laws are laws 
made by the State Houses of Assembly, 
laws ,made by the National Assembly 
even bye-laws made by the local 

t govefllments. This is one of the laws 
1 th~ I Constitution, : recognizes . because 
e~erything cannot be embodied in the 

~H 'I 

Constitution. 
~ " ,, 

So there is a lot difference between 
an Act and the Constitution, but then 
where · there is a conflict, the 
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I , 

~onstitution will prev~il. I d. o .rot kn~w. ; ,, 
1
1' · ' . In order to ensure that we g_et those 

tf I have answered your questton . So tt i thmgs out, the House Commtttee on 
is in order. T4ank you. . . I" : I ' ~~~' i. E~ucati~m ought to : liaise with , the 

. . . I' ' ·. ~di 11 Federal , House of Representatives and 
Mr Speaker: Let us make progress. i; 1 the Senate, because when you contact 

· !i · 1 the Ministry of Education, it will be 
Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, Sir, I have faster and they will do something about 

risen to contribute to the debate on this it. So I do not know, we need to put up 
Motion. First of all, I am in support of an amendment in the prayer. 
the Motion and a lot of our Colleagues , · 1 1 

who had spoken dwelt on ' th~ ',jj :l[i The issue is that the House may pass 
importance of education in our societ('. ~~ a J!:Moti.?n and it will end up here, but 
I do not want to dwell on that any · , w~en .• we go to the Ministry of 
longer. :::· , Education, they will bring it up at the 

Executive Council Meeting with the 
What is important now is that those '• Governor, and we will have a better 

things that are not released should be ' bargain with the Governor. Like I said 
released; that is what all of us are earlier, if we get the National Assembly 
asking. You all know that before you involved, they could call the Minister 
can impoti goods, you pass through the ·· who is in charge of these things, and, if 
Central Bank of Nigeria, ·you buy the · :l! the customs Department fails to do their 
FOREX (Foreign Exchange), you apply "i work, the Senate Committee on 
to the producers and things like that, !j Education could get their Colleagues 
and, I am :sure, I.M.T. has ' never :.

1 
who ar~ in charge and ask them what 

imported anything rather, those things I they are doing. It has gone beyond an 
I 

were donated to them freely. · ;! , Enugu affair. The National Assembly 
will now come in and help solve the 
problem. The fact is that those people that are 

supposed to tell the customs that those 
equipment are free have not yet done ~ Mr Speaker: Is the hon, Member for 

th~t. If the~ had done that, I ' do l ??t ·!~'1: A.· wgu ' North (Mr Enebe), proposing an 
thmk they wtll have problems. It will '' • amendment? . 

tl' , I . ,,·~ 'I 

be difficult to allow them take th~.se , ., ,· 1 1 
• 

things without the letter of allocation. :1 Mr Enebe: What I have merely done 
The letter of allocation must come to us · is to sensitize ourselves to the need to 
because the tradition is that once we get ourselves focused to solve the 
pass this Motion, the Hou$e must write , problem. I believe that for us to wriggle 
to all those concerned. All hands will out of the matter, we must get all these 
be on deck to make sure those things parties involved. Thank you. 
are taken care of. 
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l\ll r D. Agbo (Enugu East I): Mr 
Spe~ker, Sir; I am in full support of the 
Motion, but I still want to add that his 
HOl\se should mandate the House 
Coramittee on Education to visit the 
Institute of Management and 
Technology so that they pay a visit to 
the Minister of Education. The House 

' Conh.mittee should find out other 
problems. ln view of this, I move that 
the Question be put. 

Mr Speaker: Are you putting the 
suggestion as a Motion. 

. Mr Agbo: No, Mr Speaker; it is a 
mere suggestion. 

Question, That the Question be put, 
put and agreed to. 

i 
Nfain Question put and agreed to. 

R,esolved; 
i,!: That the Rector and other 
l . Donor Authorities liaise with 
•-; 

II. 

.. I 

! 

! .· 

the House Committee on 
Education, Science and 
Technology, with the aim of 
finding a solution to the 
release of the Educational 
Materials which are rotting 
away in the Customs Office. 
That the House Committee 
on Education do continue 
with the pursuit o£ the release 
of the said materials with the 
relevant authorities in line 
with the requirements of A 
432, 1995 No. 4 Customs and 
Excise Tariff, etc 

(Consolidation) Schedule 2 
Section 6.(7), Exemptionfrom 
import duty. 

111. That the Honourable House 
do urge the Federal Ministry 

~; of iiEducation and National 
f·• .. Office for Technology 
•; · :: Acquisition and Promotions 

' to assist in facilitating the 
release of the educational 
materials. 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

, Urgent1 Le~islation by the National 
r AssemBly to Ban Night Trips by the 
•Luxury Buses and other Commercial 

Vehicles on the Nigeria Highways 

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East): I move 
this Motion standing in my name: That 
this House urges the National Assembly · 
to come out with a legislation Banning 
Night Journeys by the Luxury Buses 
and other commercial vehicles on the 
Nigeria Highways. 

' 11!1!. ''u If! 
ll' r1 II, 

; Mt F!' Onah (Nsukka East): I stand 
to second the Motion. 

318 

Mr Amu: Mr Speaker, Sir, I thank 
you immensely for . giving me the 
honour to , move this all-important 
Motion· standing in my name: "That this . 
honourill)le 'House urges the National 
1<\.ssembly to . come out with a legislation 
banning \night journeys by luxury buses 

,111 I' , 
and other commercial vehicles on the 
Nigeria High'ways" . 
I , 
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l' ; I I~ t. 

. . I ~~'I ' '" f i . 
Mr Speaker, 1 Sir, my han. ~~ the spqt of which 55 were Igbo traders. 

Colleagues, _let me_ state here ~hat ,m~~) ! De~ths 1 were also r.ecorded . in other 
emergence mto th1s world was more or i·. lornes land cars after the multiple head-
less. by design than by accident. The ·It on collusions. . 
divine plan of creation was that m~n : 
comes into the universe, stays within 1 The way these bus drivers ply on the · 
some given period, finishes his purpose highway is . terrible and unbecoming. 
of being here on earth and then returns Most of them drive as if they have spare 
to his Creator. It is in view of this lives in their harries or the duplicates of 
background that man started taking pis r them. l People in this category are 
life so seriously and meaningfully. Man ,l!· lpowp ' for over-speeding and careless 
no longer ' plays with his precious li,fe, ~~ ~;vertal<ing of other , vehicles without 
rather he 1 employs anything so as1~1 to regard to any dangers ahead. They do 
safeguard that life. Death, which · not observe road signs not to talk of 
destroys the usefulness of life, , traffic rules. Reportedly, these drivers 
according to Jean Paul Sarte, now 

1 
do take to drinking of alcohol and hard 

becomes any enemy that should be drugs to keep themselves awake. But 
fought to the last. In summary, man unfortunately, this dream was never 
should not rush to inevitable death by realized; instead they do end up sleeping 
his carelessness. 1 : :: ~hile 'driving and the result is entering 

. : l:.'j ::~· t into the bush or colliding with any on 
Mr Speaker, Sir, · the 1 issue t of

1 

~ coming vehicle, possibly, killing people. 
accidents on Nigeria roads during night : A renowned journalist, Dele Giwa, of 

1 I 

journeys is increasingly becoming il the blessed memory succinctly put it 
alarming and dangerous. This incident · that one life taken in a cold blood is as 
is more of a routine now than gruesome as millions taken in a pogrom. 
occasional happenings . Hardly can a Obviously it is always sad and annoying 
night pass without the sad incident of to entertain any life lost out of man's 
news of series of accidents on our roads careless driving. 
during night journeys. Either it is in th~ .-: I 

South East, South South, South West :or .11 .r:l Mr Speaker, Sir, one may be 
in any other geopolitical zone in 

1

this ~~ ~onvinced to throw his weight on this 
country. If it is not buses, lorries or cars · Motion .when he/she realizes that no 
plunging into the river, it will be ·the driver can comfortably ply a road which 
ugly news of head-on collusion. One of is in a deplorable condition especially 
the most recent high accidents as during nights. The Nigerian roads are 
recorded was the one which took place I no doubt characterized by potholes here 
along Abuja/Lokoja road on gth and there, dilapidated bridges, culverts 
September, 2003. It was reported that and erosion-affected areas. 
more than seventy (70) passengers on ,. 
board, in one of the luxury buses dieq a( ;· 
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Mr Speaker, Sir, apart from the 
above-mentioned factors that could 
cause. accidents on our roads during the 
nights , the repot1ed menace of men of 
the underworld cannot be overlooked. 
Experiences and observations had 
shown us that highway criminals use 
blocks, heavy stones and Jogs of wood 
to block the road and because it is a 
night j ourney, the on-coming driver 
hardly notices it until he or she comes 
closer to the road block. The story of 
what happened to one of our · 
Colleagues, hon. Chris Ugwu, here in · 
Enugu is till fresh in our memory. He 
unk0owingly collided with blocks and 
log of woods used by robbers to block 
the road at night. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, in view of the 
foregoing, one can conclude that night 
journeys on Nigerian roads are a 
cankerworm and a big threat which has 
come to devour mankind and should be 
abolished . 

My hon . Colleagues, with respect to 
all these points, it is now pertinent for 
this honourable House to resolved as 
follows: 

1. 

! .. 

2. 

. That the Enugu State House 
of Assembly urges the 
National Assembly to enact a 
legislation banning luxury 
buses and other commercial 
vehicles from night journeys 
on our highways. 
That awareness campaign be 
mounted by the Federal Road 
safety Corps and other 
Agencies condemning 

dangers associated with night 
journeys. 

·, · 3. ,
1
, That the police, the Federal 

'iii Road Safety Corps and other 
,,. related bodies be charged 

i·" with the responsibility of 
apprehending and prosecuting 
culprits. 

Be it moved and it is hereby moved . 
"• 

· Mr F. Onah: Mr Speaker, Sir, I have 
risJ'n to support this important . Motion, 
because the losses we suffer on night 

I''' 
journeys when equated are more than 
the~' gains. Mr Speaker, Sir, as we all 
know, most of our roads are in bad 
conditions . As a result of that, night 
journey is not good especially on · our 
roads. There are many · bandits and 
arn1ed · robbers on the roads. In most 
cases, lives are lost. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I strongly support 
th is very important Motion . 
I 

il l 

~ Alsb most of our drivers are so 
reckless that they do not observe road 
signs and at times they have poor lights 
on their vehicles and of illegal lights 
fixed on their big vehicles which throw 
reflections. There is no way they can see 
any bad animal at night. Their vehicles 
from time to time run into rivers or into 
thel

1
iCiitch. As a result of that, deaths and 
I t ' 

accidents normally occur on our roads. 
Therefore, I strongly urge this 
honourable House to do justice to this 
important Motion and pass it. It is here · 
.that I rest my case~ Thank you. 
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·~ ~ I' .l·l 
Deputy Leader: i'(Mr Anikwe): I Mr i , robber~ can only operate at night but 

Speaker, Sir, , hon. Colleagues, I rise to : ninety percent of .accidents do occur at 
~ I . I \ J' ~ l , ' 

support this Motion. In fact, all of ,us 
1

, 1 night. 
1 

are living witnesses to what my han. I 
1' , 

: ' ' I ' (.,, ' , . 

Colleague has said. We are aware that I ' Mr' Speaker;if we pass this Motion, 
up to six or seven of our newspapers are we will be doing the majoritY of our 
in support of passing a similar Motion. people. great good. At least, I am sure 

' :r that in the' 60s or 70s we had never 
We cannot under-estimate the -.. h~ard j. of any night journeys. People . 

i1:1p011~nce of this Mo:ion. In• assess~~ .. g · ~tt· , n?w ~ant to ~11eetdeadline or to beat the • 
mght JOUipeys, for mstance, and ;~r111 ~~ sgado~ at mght. Eventually, one may 
traveling at nights, of course, we; exp~ct ,· ri?t .be 1alive to see it, Mr ~peaker, I am 
to have instances of accident occurring, ~ calling on my Colleague~; ·t() ,give this 

i 1and that is what the Motion is about to Motion its due support by pass~rte, it. I 

~ 

··correct. At night, you cannot see also, Mr Speaker, beg to move that I.e 

. 
' 

anybody that can stop for you. Also, 1 Question be now put. Thank you .: 
nobody can even talk to you or pick you 
up to take you to any destination. Many Question, That the Question he put, 
people can stop the car on the road ·~ put and agreed to. 
durihg the day. Then, like what I haye l: ; 
said, · I have never , seen 1 anybopy · ~ , . Mail( Questionsput and agreed to . . · 
standing on the road by night and 1· ; 
somebody stopped for hini. The reason i1 ·• ~~ Resolved: 
is that, that person is not known to the 1

1 ' 1 1. That the Enugu State House 
person. You cannot stop · to find o~t . I , of Assembly do urge the . 
whether you know him or not because it National Assembly to enact a 
is all in darkness. legislation banning Luxury 

Bus and other Commercial 
~ Mr Speaker, Sir, I believe that most vehicle Drivers from night 

journeys on our highways. 
That awareness campaign be 
mounted by the Federal Road 
Safety Corps and other 
Agencies condemning 
dangers associated with night 
journeys. 

t.of the reasons that make people embark :: 
. on a night journey is to save time. It' is • ~~ 

just like taking the Apiam Way so that 1i 

they · will not miss their engagement}111
: I 

think that it is better to be latethan the 
late,: it is better you arrive at a place 
safely. Mr Speaker, Sir, this Motion is 
appropriate because we can recall that 
one of us has lost his immediate 
younger brother who was traveling at 
night. He was shot at night in a luxury ·· 

~ 
112 :1 ,
1
1·:. • .11 

I' 

Iii 
11 

,, I 

r~ · • I ,I ; 

bus in the dark. I do not say that armed l;fll 
1 

1 1 , wl 1 
• j i . , 
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That the Police, the Federal 
Road Safety Corps and rther. 

ADJOURNMENT 

related Bodies be char~.d . Leader: Mr Speaker, hon . 
with the responsihiljty '}~t . -Colleagues, I rise to move that this 
apprehending and •·.· jHouse 9o now adjourn till Thursday, 9th 

prosecuting culprits . _ : . Oc~ober, 2003, at 10 a.m. prompt. 
· Thank you. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Tenders Boarr;l Meeting: 

There __ ., ,;).! be a 1ne~ting . of 
the ..--/ :Jers Bo:ord that was 

.--~ <1·;.1 ~r scheduled on Friday 
· · J-'

1 September, 2003. The 
meetirg has been 
rescheduled to hold

1 
on 

Tuesday, 30111 September, 
2003; on the rising of the 
House. The venue ' is 
Leader's Office, Room 123. · 

(l ' 

All Members of the Tenders 
Board should ·endeavour to 
attend. 

Meeting 

. ' I 

'I 

The Principal Offi.ce1;s will 
meet today in the,. Speaker's 
Office at 3.00 p.m. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
hon. Colleagues, I ri se to second the 
!\iotion for adjournment moved by the 
Leader: I; Thank you. 

II I . 

I' 'r t . ' . • ~ ~ 
'f2>,estzon put and agreed to. 
II~ ~ 

It ~es~lved: That . this House do r,Jw 
a:::jourri till Thursday, 9th October, L003 
at 10 a.m. 

~djourned accordingly at 2 .20 p.m. 

. ::i~,i 
'iii 

' il ~t 
. l''fi ·til ·' 
1· .. ' 

. " 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
!leagues, I will equally wish to' , 

'ally inform you that I will travel tb', 
Crocco tomorrow with Rangers 

: ! j ;~ . 

i-tt I I 

. ootball Team, and to be back on 
· Monday or Tuesday next week. So you 

. I 

:H~ 
<It 
:~tt~ 
·i~!: 

--~·Jz 
. . ~ ~tj .',:•_1' 

ll • 
•.•• t •• 

··.r.·. ':;! 'li: 

pray for us so that we come home 
safe ly. 
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ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA ·' 'I 
·II I · ' 

Thursday, 9th October, 200? 1' 1 

(The House met at I 0 a.m.) 

, . I .~~ . -· f ._ 

I . •I'. •11" I; " ~ 
• I PRAYERS 'lt!'l ' ,.,,,1, '"; 

I ' I' ~ . :II . . :w ' . ~~~· Jn . 
.(Mr Speaker in the Chair) , : il.' 111 

•!':' ... 'II II" 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 'ij! 

PROCEEDINGS .t·l 

M r Speaker: Honourable 
. Colleagues, our Votes and Proceedings 
No. 27 dated Thursday 30111 September, 
2003 are before us. I have gone through ' 
them and to the best of my know

1 
ledg~, ' 

~I 
they are correct. Howeve~, ~ n,e~~ 1lol.fr 
comme~ts . Thank you. 1 I , f jl \ · I 

. Ill q ~ 
Mr D. I. Agbo (Enugu East I): Mr 

Speaker, Sir, I have equally! gone· ' 
through the Votes and Proceedings of 
our last sitting and found them correct. 
I therefore, move for their adoption. 

I I I j ; 

Mr F. Ezema (Igbo-Eze So~Jth) : J.Mt• 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second tha 

• · !IP, I I. 
Matton. 1~1!· 11 

111 f !J ,., 

Question put and agreed to: 
I 

·~ 1 Mr E . C. Maduabu (Awgu South): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to move the 
Motion standing in my name on the 
Order Paper: That this honourable 
House do urge the Executive to 
r

1

eactivate and make functional the 
dormant Enugll: State Cooperative 
~allege presently at No. 143 Agbani 
Road, Achara Layout, Enugu. 

Mr C. 0 . Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to second that 
Motion. Thank you . 

, Mr E. C . Maduabu : Mr Speaker, 
Sir, you will agree with me that a . 
Cooperative College is important in any 
given society as other orthodox schools 
of study. The importance of cooperative 
education in the development of any 
nation cannot . be over-emphasized . 
Cooperative study and practices had 
been tested and found to be the most 
effective veritable tool for national 
development. Cooperative means 
nothing than to cooperate. That is the 
use of joint action to achieve goa1(s). 
Therefore, for any desired cooperative 

I ' 

action to be successfully carried out, 
there must exist a we-feeling, which 
engenders trust and confidence among 
individuals involved. 

Votes and Proceedings of Thursday 
301

h September 2003 accordingly 
adopted. 

The College which was then known 
and called Anambra State Cooperative 
College was completely functional until 

i~r: the creation of Enugu State in 1991. 

1 

I i 
'•·I I· ,. 
lli·ll''.' ·it,,. 
I~ P~~ ll] ,: .~~I I. I 
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of Commerce and Industries, the 
Cooperative College came to a stop. 
The assets of the College were looted 
and carted away by the officers in 
charge of the school then. The College 
had another deadly blow when Ebonyi · 
State was created out of Enugu State in 
1996. Some of the remaining assets of 
the school including vehicles went to 
Ebonyi State through asset sharing 
process . . The College is now left with 
film equipment, public address system,. 
students' desks/chairs, black boards, 
small library and few staff. Presently 
the school is housed in a rented building 
at No. 143 Agbani Road Achara . 
Layout, Enugu. A new site at No. 10 
Colliery Avenue, G.R.A, Enugu was 
allocated to the College by the State 
Government in 2002. 

This Motion is timely as it falls 
within the period when Cooperative' 
Department has been transferred from 
the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industries to the Ministry of Human 
Development and Poverty Reduction. 
This transfer is an indication that the 
State Government .has something good· 
in mind for the Cooperativ~ 
College/societies in the State. It is not 
in doubt that Cooperative College will 
do much towards human development 
and poverty reduction. 

1
, 

If this 
1 
College is reactivated and 

becomes functional it will train peoplb 
on two broad based programmes. On~ 
of such programmes would be 
certificate courses where students 
would be taught basic Business 

Management, Cooperative Principles 
and Practices, Accounting, Auditing, 
Elements of English, Law and Business 
Rules. 

. ~·· The second programme would train 
beople on technical aspects of human 
~ctivities'. · This will be centred on 
d~veloping the latent talents of the 
citizens of Enugu State in particular and 
Nigeria in general. This group of people 

. would be trained to move from the 
kriown to the unknown. They would 
learn h

1
bw to produce spare parts for 

kerosene, stoves, bicycles, sewing 
machines and other minor machines. 

' Iii! •I I 

·· Honourable , Members, investigations 
have revealed that the United States of 
America, China, Indonesia, Taiwan, 
North and South Korea developed their 

· indigenous technology by embracing 
cooperative studies and cooperative 
societies. The College when reactivated 
and resuscitated would be affiliated to 
either ESUT or IMT, Enugu. 

' ,,,,, 
~ ~ ~ I 

1~: The Schools obiectives would be as 
' II I J 

follows:'111 
. 

1) 
I 

To sensitise the we-feeling in 
our people thereby 
discouraging the spirit of 
individualism. 

2) · lh Training · our people on how 
l :II \i'l to · develop th~ir talents ~nd 

!I ''!~! I 1.·1 ... channel same mto ,producttve i I I~.!- t I 1' ,I 

. 1 

1 

~ ventures. 
~ ' I ' •I · 3. ' ,,' Make our people produce 

, I! :: ,,, 
1

' known products before 
~ I ~~~ I I 

venturing into the unknown. 
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4) Encourage local sourcing of 
raw materials 

5) Creation of job by making 
people produce products that 
require less technology. 

6) Conservation of foreign 
exchange 

7) To encourage thrift among 
our people. 

These and other inherent benefits 
would accrue to this State if the 
cooperative college is reactivated and 
made functional. 

In the light of the above information,' 
the Enugu State House of Assembly is 
urged to resolve as follows : :,, 

PRAYERS: 
1. The State Ministry of Human 

Development and Poverty 
Reduction should investigate 
and find out the problems of 
the dormant Enugu State 
Cooperative College · and · 
have it reactivated. · 

2. That the property of the 
College no matter where 
located should be recovered 
and put into use for the 
efficient and smooth. 
operation of the College. 

3. That the school should be 
relocated to its permanent site 
at /No. 10 Colliery . Avenue 
G .R.A., Enugu. 

4. That when reactivated, ' the 
school should be affiliated to 
either ESUT or IMT Enugu. 

Be it moved and is hereby moved. 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North) : Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to make my 
contribution on this Motion. First of all, 
I wholeheartedly support this Motion. 
Mr Speaker, as the Mover of the Motion 
has said, cooperative is from the word 
Co-operation, to co-operate. 

Now that the personal potentials in 
this country are not being harnessed, it 
becomes important to invest 
individually. The need to resuscitate 
that college becomes very important, 
because in every area of people's 
endeavour, expertise is very important. 
those who do not know the importance 
think that people coming together to 
contribute money to start a business are 
merely taking risk. But I am aware that 
there are people who are specially 
trained for cooperative business and 
other rules governing cooperat ive 
management. Even how to share their 
profits. All these things are some of the 

· things they learn in the process . I 
believe also that the spirit of 
individualism is one of the causes of 
hardships occasioned by bad economy. 

You know that money is like seasons 
we have in our country here, where we 
J:lave the rainy season and the dry 
season. The back-up which we have to 
raise funds is this cooperative 
arrangement. With this we will be able 
to cushion the effect of the bad economy 
we have. With cooperative, we begin to 
realize that it takes a lot to be united and 
that unity will be enhanced through 
cooperative arrangement. 
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The Mover of the Motion has 
touched on the equipment of the school 
and every other aspect of it. I am going 
on further to support the Motion by 
trying to re-awaken our consciousness 
on what we stand to gain by supporting 
this school. The gap between people in' 
the middle class and those who attend 
the University will be taken care of. 
People who graduate from this school 
will belong to the middle class. 

If you go to the private sector, all the 
manufacturing firms or breweries have 
cooperative departments and they 
encourage their staff to get into 
cooperative ventures. They employ a, 
paid cooperative officer, somebody who 
has gone to school to study cooperative 
and the workers enjoy the benefits like 
in the House of Assembly here, if we 
have a trained cooperative officer, the 
chances are that at the end of the day, 
the staff will be better for it. But in the. 
absence of the trained cooperative 
officer, the staff will abandon it because 
it is not an easy area of business. 

In this school, they will begin to turn 
out graduates in this field, but if you 
employ a University graduate as a 
cooperative officer, in the Ministry or in 
the House here, or in a company, they 
begin to feel too big for the job, while ·. 
the graduates of the cooperative college 
will be on hand to take up the 
challenges that might come up in that 
direction. 

So, I whole heartedly support the. 
Motion and urge my Colleagues to 

please support the Motion . Thank you, 
Mr Speaker. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji-River): Thank 
you, Mr Speaker, I rise to align myself 
to the Motion for a singular reason. If 
6ne can set up a Board that can manage 
cooperative principles, for example, in 
Nigerian Police, the Cooperative 
College here in Enugu, their officers 
pulled their resources together to go into 
something like business . They buy 
products and re-distribute them to their 
Members at a cheaper rate. So, if this 
idea of the Cooperative is encouraged, 
th~: purpose of re-introducing 
Cooperative College in this area will be 
enhanced. 

Ordinarily, the Members of the 
Board as I had said earlier will now buy 
items as cheap as they can from the 
market and apply the same system as 
that of Nigerian Police, Cooperative 
College, Enugu. So, I support the 
Motion based on the ground that it will 
produce trained and skilled management 
that will help to propagate the ideal of 
cooperative principles. Thank you . 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Thank 
yop, Mr Speaker, I have risen to give 
m~ support to this all -important Motion, 
and in doing so, one will recall that 
Enugu State Government is the first 
State Government in the present 
dispensation to establish a Ministry for 
Human Development and Poverty 
Alleviation . The essence of the 
cooperative society or the cooperative 
school as stipulated in the motion and 
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established by law was to bring into 
practice the conditionalities of working 
together. With the cooperative college,' 
there will be more practical approach to 
business combine, people of the same 
economic background can , form l 
cooperative societies under the umbrella 
of this all -important Cooperative 
College. This Motion that is talking of 
the reactivation of the College was to 
give life to the College. ' 

You will recall that in the mid-80s, 
and early 90s when we had what was 
called Voluntary Service Scheme 
(VSS), the headquarter of this VSS i\.vas 
at this said Cooperative College which 
later metamorphosed into Volunteer 
Service Agency (VSA). People with 'the 
same academic career, academic pursuit. 
or economic environment came together 
to form one cooperative combine and 
with that, both the Volunteer Service 
Agency and other International Donors 
could come to their aids in terms of 
cooperative assistance. 

655 
However, Mr Speaker, you will 

recall that the Mover of the Motion did 
point out that this particular place was. 
on tenancy level, and the State 
Government has now re-allocated the 
school to a permanent site at GRA, Mr 
Speaker, I am saying that instead of 
calling for reactivation of Cooperative 
College at 143, Agbani Road, it should 
go down this way: that we will now call 
for the reactivation of the college at the 
permanent site at GRA since 
Government has already allocated the 
plot and place for the Cooperative 

College. It will not be necessary again 
now to call for reactivation of the 
tenancy land where the cooperative 
college was originally occupying, and 
following this, Mr Speaker, I call on 
you, the able Speaker, to put the 
Question. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr Speaker: Is the hon. Deputy 
Leader proposing an amendment or 
what? 

Deputy Leader: Well, the Mover of 
the Motion should make that kind of 
amendment by moving for the stepping 
down of Rule No. 25 to enable him 
make that amendment calling for the 
reactivation of the Cooperative College 
at its permanent site . . . . (Interruptions) 

Mr Speaker: It is here. 

Several hon Members: It is here. 

Deputy Leader: The Motion will no 
more be reactivation of the Cooperative 
College at 143, Agbani Road 
(Interruptions) 

Mr Speaker: No! No! No! It does 
not matter. The prayer is contained in 
the prayers. 

Deputy Leader: What I mean is this: 
I am not quarreling over the sitting 
(Interruptions) 

' Mr Speaker: I understood you very 
clearly. 
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Deputy Leader: So, that will simply 
mean reactivation of Enugu State. 
Cooperative College instead of saying 
at No. 143, Agbani Road. It is no more 
at No. 143, Agbani Road since it has 
been re-located, that is what I am 
say mg. 

Mr Speaker: O.K. I have 
understood what you are saying now. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): 
Information! That I said presently at · 
No. 143, Agbani Road does not mean 
that I am saying that the house there or 
the office of the Cooperative College 
should be renovated. What I am saying 
is that the school should be put to 
functional stage, that is, that the 
permanent site should be renovated. 
So, this amendment is not necessary . 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): I do not 
know whether there are still people in 
support because I am in opposition. 

Mr Speaker: You are in opposition? 

Mr Njeze; Yes. 

Mr Speaker: O.K. 

Mr Njeze: If there are people m 
support let them speak. 

Mr Speaker: O.K. You can make 
your minority contribution let me put 
my Question . .. . (Laughter) 

Mr Njeze: Mr Speaker, bon 
Members, I strongly rise to urge this 

honourable House not to adopt this 
Motion on the ground that our people 
are not in lack of places to undertake 
cooperative studies. Moreover, we have 
more pressing needs, and I believe that 
the Executive can employ the resources 
to help the people of this State. instead 
of reactivating the cooperative college. 

I would rather urge the House to ask 
that the cooperative college should be 
annexed ' to Enugu State University of 
Science and Technology (ESUT), so 
that they will become one of the master 
campuses of ESUT. I say it because the 
State Government has now established a 
Ministry of Human Resources 
Management and the whole essence of 
establishing the Cooperative College is 
to teach people how to come together, 
put 'something together and establish 
businesses. 

The school does not on its own bring 
people together without any business. 
So, the school actually is not going to 
help our people in pulling the resources 
together, rather it is just to train people. 
And today I can tell you that there are so 
many graduates of Cooperative Studies 
who .are unemployed. 
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.... ·· 

Secondary, the issue · of Gost of · 
• education is a very <;apitalintensive .· 

:. : . project: . At the same time; I will .be . 
· glad ,if the Federal. Government will 

.. ·. ; ' t~ke~over the . schools we are already 
. . . '.· - having riow. ;. lnst~ad . of asking the 

·•· .. : ·· ··. · · < · ' . .. · ·Government to ao ahead to . reactivate 
.. .. ..... : ..... .. · . .· ... ·. . . . t::> . . ·. . . 

· '. -· · /. ··: .• one of. thy schools in e){istence, it will . • 
' -: . ,_ _be, better; if there is enough . resources 

. . . .· for Government to do such, the 
. . 

; 

Resolved: 
L .·•· That the State Ministry of 

2. 

. Buman Developme11t arid · 
·. Poverty Reduction should 

investigate and find out the 
. problems of the . dormant · 
. Enugu State Co-operative . 
College and have · it 

·reactivated. 

~:~ : .. ·'. ' t 
. Gove~iune~t . should · employ .. such 

resources in cort~tructing the permanent 
site for ESUT because we all know that 
where the ESUT is today is the 

That the property of the 
College no matter where 
located · should be recovered 
and put into use for the 
efficient and smooth operation 
ofthe College. 

I 
I 
I 

¢) . 

() 

. ' ,. ~ 

premises of IMT. Let the Government 
use the fund to go and start the 
construction of the permanent '''site of 1 

ESUT. 

With these few reasons, I feel that 
this House will do the people of Enugu 
State a big service if we do not adopt 
this · Motion so that the meagre 
resources available can be employed in 
more benefiting ventures for th~ people 
of this State. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr Enebe: The Cooperative 
College has been in existence and up 

· till today accommodation has been their 
problem. (Interruptions). (Laughter). 

Mr Enebe: I hereby move that the 
Question be put. 

Question, That the Questio,n be now 
put, put and agreed to. '" 

' I· 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

3. That the School should be 
relocated to its permanent site 
at No. 10 Colliery Avenue 
G.R.A., Enugu. 

4. That when reactivated, the 
School should be affiliated to 
either ESUT or IMT, Enugu. 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

Review of Standing Orders of the Old 
Amimbra State House of Assembly 
1980 as adopted by the Enugu State 

House of Assembly 

Mr E . Odoh (Igbo-Etiti East): Mr 
Speaker, may I move the Motion 
standing in my name: That the Enugu 
State House of Assembly do grant leave 
to the House Committee on Rules and 
Business to review the standing Orders 
of Old Anambra State House of 

·Assembly 1980 as adopted by the Enugu 
State House of Assembly . 
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Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East) : . Mr 
Speaker, Sir. I have risen to second the 
Motion as moved by the hon. Member 

·for Igbo-Etiti East (Mr Odoh). Thank 
you . 

Mr Odoh: Mr Speaker, Sir. You 
could recall that on the 22nd day of June 
2003. the honourable House adopted the 
Standing Orders of the Old Anambra 
State House of Assembly 1980. You 

•,. 

,, . 

' 2. 

.. Enugu · .·· State · · House · of 
Assembly. 
That a minimum period of 
one month . be . given to the 
Committee ,to review the said 
Standing Orders. 

I therefore urge this honourable . 
House to give this Motion favourable · 
consideration. Be it moved, and it is 
hereby moved . Thank yqu . 

are also aware that, currently, the Ermgu ... 
. · State Justice Review Team is working 'M:r C . . Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 

, . 

. assiduously towards the revie~ of the . · Speaker, { ha.ve risen to support the 
Laws of Enugu State generally, and I · Motion, · and . in doing so, I have to add 
know · some academic works are · that it was because of the fact that we 
currently in progress . to realize the set could not come up · with the Standing 
objectives. Orders, the Enugu State House 

Committee on Rules and Business did 
Mr Speaker, the said review cannot 

get the force of law if this honourable 
House does not validate it. It will 
therefore, be judicially erroneous for. a 
reputable House of this nature to review 
an existing Jaw of Enugu State by the 
adoption of the Old Anambra State 
Laws ·without first reviewing . its 
Standing Orders . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, in view of the 
aforementioned reasons it now 
behooves on this honourable House to 
resolve as follows: 

1. That Enugu State House of 
Assembly hereby grant leave 
to the House Committee on 
Rules and Business to review 
the Old Anambra State house· 
of Assembly Standing Orders 
of 1980 as app licable to 

not do it during the last administration 
(Interruption). 

Mr Speaker, what I am saying is that 
it . will be a very big embarrassment if 
after using the adopted rules during the · 
last four years, we use it again. It will 
be as · if we do not know what we . are 
doing . because · some .· f the items · 
contained there are out-dated .. 
Therefore, I support the Motion arid the 
Mover of the Motion and the House 
Committee on Rules and Business . 
should ·not complete its job without 
talking about funding . (Laughter). 
Thank you . 

· Mr J. N. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): 
Mr Speaker Sir, I stand to support the 
Motion and as the Mover of the Motion 
pointed out, it ; is a very short and 
powerful Motion and my contribution is 

I 
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going to be short and straight to the 
point. 

This Motion is most desirable now j 
because the rules are actually,, long ;;· 
overdue. We are talking of the \ 
Standing Orders of Old Anambra State 
of 1980. From 1980 to 2003 is twenty , 
three years. We are in a progressive 
world, particularly, Enugu State. ' I 
believe the Committee will do a lot of 
job in their review because a lot o{ 
things might have taken place that ~ill 
entail good adjustmen~. ·J : i~. : 

Th. h b
1

l 
1

H I ' ll d .. ' . !l!l lf 
IS onoura e ouse "YI o 1tsn , 

a very big honour again and it will ,be 
on record that this Session has adopt6d · 
its own Rules and it is going to be a 
very desirable Rule that probably will 
take us to the end of our tenure. So Mr 
Speaker, I am fully in support of the 
Motion, and urge my Colleagues to give ' 
it an easy passage. Thank you. ' : , 

,JI ·I 
.11 ~~ , 
,, II 

Mr Speaker: Thank you. 11':! ~1 1
' 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, it 
is a clear understanding that the only. , 
thing that does not change is change. 
Every other thing on earth changes 
except change and that is the dynamics 
of human beings, more especially, when 
you talk of law. Apart from the Nigeria 
Constitution, the next law we operate 

i" 
with are the Standing Rules. You know 

I 

that we should make a Jaw that will be 
most appropriate, not a law that will be 
so anachronistic, very obsolete, very 
truncated. ' 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, Sir. On a 
Point of Order! We are talking of Rules 
and not Jaw, so he is confusing the two. 

Deputy Leader: The Rules of the 
House, that is what I am talking. 
(Laughter) . Thank you for the 
correction . The Rules that will be older 
than most of us, I think twenty-three 
years, the Nigerian Constitution has 
eighteen years as adult age. So this 
~onourable House has reached that adult 
age to come out with befitting Rules of 
the House that will be most practical, 
taking care of our , immediate 
enyironment and the demands of the 
day. 

So Mr Speaker, this is a Motion that 
we will not waste time in passing. This 
is a high impact one, and because of the 
life, operation, like we are seeing now, 
what will constitute the other things that 
will make the House not functional; I 
am not trying to preempt them but I 
know that the Business Committee led 
by the Chairman - the leader, will try to 
come up with very befitting Rules that 
will check-mate a lot of things within us 
here, and our Members elected by 
various constituencies. It is on the 
strength of this, Mr Speaker, that I now 
call on you to put the Question. Thank 
you, Mr Speaker. 

, Question, That the Question be put, 
put and agreed to: 

Main Question put and agreed to: 
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Resolved: That this honourable 
House do grant leave to the House 
Committee on Rules and Business to 
review the Standing Orders of the Old. 
Anambra State House of Assembly, 
1980, adopted by the Enugu State 
House of Assembly. 
2. That a minimum period of one 
month be given to the Committee to 
review the said Standing Orders. 

Mr Speaker: A minimum period of 
one month has been given to the 
committee to review the said Standing 
Orders. Please let your one month be ' 
your one month. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Visit to R. E. B. 

Mr Speaker: The House Committee 
on Public Utilities will Visit the Rural 
Electrification Board on Monday, the 
13th day of October, 2003 at 12 noon . 
Departure is from here, the Assembly 
Complex. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr Ebenyz) : In view of the 
on-coming workshop,: I hereby move ' 
that the House do now adjourn till 
Tuesday, 21st October, 2003, at 10 a.m. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker Sir, I have risen to second the 
Motion . 

I" 
I 

'I, 
1;: Welcome Back 

l 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to support the 
Motion, and in doing so, I wish to 
welcome Mr Speaker back from 
Casablanca, even though you lost. In 
Nigeria we know that losers are upper. 
The other day you came back home and 
everybody was congratulating you. We 
thank God. This is just the first leg and 
you have to do everything possible to 
make sure you achieve success next 
tin1e. , 

Thank you, DFID 

Mr E. Odo (Igbo Etiti East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, while supporting the 
Motion for adjournment, I actually wish 
to [, thank members and the DFID for 
assisting the House of Assembly with 
ten•computers, one photocopier, etc, and 
wi~h to call on other donor agencies and 
international agencies as well to emulate 
this kind of behaviour so that at the end 
of the day the House will function 
properly, and I would expect that 
perhaps, some similar agencies will take 
up the furnishing of office here and 
installation of air-conditioners. I also 
wish to urge the Members of the House 
to extend their hands of fellowship to 
membefs of the Department for 
International Development (DFID). 
Thank you . 

Question put and agreed to : 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourn till Tuesday, 21 st October, 2003 
at 10 a.m. 

" 
14.cijourned accordingly at 1.40 p.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLy, :;· ~· 
I I· 111 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGEI}IA ~: :i~l 
Tuesday, 2 r' October, 20(JJ l 

I' 

(The House met at I 0 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) ,, 
I " . 

APPROVAL OF VOT.ES AND .. ·· ·~"~ f'.· I IH I 

PROCEEDINGS : : , ..• . 1,1 
I. . I ' ; i I;: II \ j 

Mr Speaker: Honourable ,, 
Colleagues, our . Votes I and 
Proceedings No. 28 of Thursday, gth 

October 2003 are before the House, 
however, I need your comments. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): Mr 
Speaker, ·I have equally gone through ··\ 
the Votes and Proceedings of our la~t :r · 
sitting, and found them to be a correct p 
recording of our deliberations. I ' 
therefore move for the adoption of the • 
Votes and Proceedings. ' •I 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker, I beg to move this Motion 
standing in my name: 

That the Honourable House do urge 
the National Assembly to urge the 
Federal Government to Dualize 
Enugu/Abuja Road to Curb the 
Constant loss of Lives and 
Properties worth Billions of Naira 
through Motor Accident. 

;Mr J. N. Anichukwu (Nkanu 
West) : I have risen to second the 
Mcition as moved by the hon. Member 
for Awgu South (Mr Maduabu). Thank 

·you. 

. _Mr E. Maduabu: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
It IS ~uite obvious that Enugu/Abuja 
~oad IS one of the noted major and 
Important road network in our country 
to<;lay. It is the road that connects the 
South/South, South/East and part of 
So~th/:Vest States of this country 
(Nigena) . The social and economic 
importance of the road cannot be over
emphasized. It could be understood 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr Speaker, that people from thes~ 
Mr Speaker, I rise to second the . z?nes of the country are noted for their 
Motion. , ,. high attachment to commercial 

· · .-,:··· ~i·~ il 
1 

activities and that their main exit route 

Question put and agreed to. ·· j .!~~':. . is thi~ Enugu/ Abuja road. , Therefore 
• !II ' · anythmg that affects or obstructs 

I ' ·I ~ I • • 
Votes and Proceedings of I · moveme~t . on this road affects or 

Thursday, g'h October 2003 l blocks millions of economic activities 

accordingly adopted. ' 
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and thereby renders millions of homes 
completely prostrate. 

We all heard the ugly incident that 
occurred recently at Akpoga, a village 
in Kogi State on Monday, the gth day 
of September, 2003. In fact, the hon. 
Members of this great House were 
shocked to their bone-marrow, when 
they heard that their dear brothers and 
sisters were roasted by fire in a 
ghastly motor accident in which four 
vehicles including a luxury bus were 
involved. Honourable Members, that · 
day was one of the black days in this 
country. It was a day many homes 
were carrying their dead ones like 
logs of wood. It was a day the dark 
spirits of that single lane road drank 
human blood to their satisfaction. 
Honourable Members, may we pray to 
the Almighty God not to allow a day 
like Monday the gth day of September 
2003, come again in the history ofthis 
country. In that accident, not less 
than one hundred persons lost their 
lives . One can imagine the 
psychological, social and economic 
impact of this sad event on Nigerian 
families. To say the least, this was 
devastating no matter the angle one 
views it. 

It is true, the ugly incident 
occurred in the night and one might 
be tempted to conclude that this was 
as a resu It of nocturnal movement by 
motor. This is completely not true. 
What is true is that Enugu/Abuja road 
is a very busy road that carries heavy 
traffic and being a single lane, drivers 
in attempt to overtake others run into 

. ' I 

. a head-on collision with on-commg 
veh 'icles from the opposite direction. In 
a simple demonstration of circular 
cumulative causation, this normally 
resuits to a multiple accident. That was 
what happened on Monday, the gth day 

· of September, 2003. The ugly incident 
could be avoided and permanently 
stopped if and only if the Enugu/Abuja 
road is dualised. 

Enugu/Abuja road is a national trunk 
'A' road that could conveniently be 
described and qualified as an 
international motor route which 
connects the nation's capital with other 
major segments of the federation. 
Therefore, the road, because of its 
significance to the nation's economy, 
deserves to be dualised at all cost. 
Honourable Members, it is quite wrong 
for j 1~nybody to conclude that what 
happened at Akpoga on gth September, 

. 20031, was as a result of night journey. 
Accident could occur anytime any day. 
Statistics of motor accidents in this 
country shows that most accidents 
occur in the day than in the night. I 
strongly advocate that once this road is 
dlt~lised such ugly incident, if · not 
stopped completely, will be suppressed 
to the bare minimum. 

1111 

The cost of dualising the road IS 

enormousr but it will pay the nation 
greatly to face the challenges and save 
the souls of millions of Nigerians that 
would be potential accident victims. 
There is no doubt that the nation has 
the resources to carry out this project. 
May God bless the Members of the 
Nationai 'Assembly, Amen. 
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PRAYERS I I· 
I l!l,r ll 

6 . . That appropriate sanitation 
should instantly be meted out 
to any traffic offender on the 
said road. : 

1. 

2. 

I 

3. 

4. 

5. 

. That the hon. Members' ofjl .. 
. li!l I ) :~1 

Enugu State House l!i!,. ofr ·I 
Assembly mourn 'Wand ( 
sympathize with Nigerian 

1 

families that were affected 

i 
,I, 

by the ugly incident of gth 
, I 

September, 2003. 
That the House urges the 
National Assembly to move 

7. 

8. 

That the Federal Road 
Maintenance Agency should, 
as a matter of urgency, start 
repairing the road pending 
the dualization. 

a Motion compelling 
1 

the 
Federal Governmentj to :1 • 

. dualise the said road , t~'. : 

•; 

That the Enugu State House 
of Assembly urges the 
Federal Executive Council to 
include the Dualization of 
Enugu/Lokoja!Abuja road in 
the 2004 budget. 

' . 'ill ' 
' guard agamst; fi.uture ,'

1
··i 

I (I' ,, 
occurrence. < 1 1 

I 

·•I 
That the hon . Members ' 
representing South/S~uth, ' 1 

South/East and part of 
South/West at the National 
Assembly should pursue 
and move this all important 
Motion at the Nation~! ' 

•I 'd' >j 
Assembly. . :~~ 1· l 

II" . 
That the Members of the 1 

Federal Executive Council ' 
from these zones should see 
that this Motion 'when 
passed at the National 
Assembly is duly 
implemented as prayed. 
That the Members ' of 

I jr , ~ 

Federal Road Safety •, CO[pS 
I II 

and · other traffic , ag9pts • 
should brace up with tl:l~ir 

~ 11fl 

.duties by ensuring that 
speed-limit and other traffic 
regulations" are strictly ~nd 
religiously observed and 
maintained on the road by 
road users. 

I 'I 

~· ·' I 1 •1;. 1 

~ I -~ 
~~- !: ~: r I 
~; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ I . 

I i} ;rll .. jl: , 
:q I: llf( 

f 

Be it moved and is hereby moved. 

Mr J . N. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): 
Mr Speaker, Sir. I have risen to 
support this Motion in its entirety 
because an adage said that he who 
wears the shoes knows where it 
pinches. The Mover of this Motion, as 
a politician, has been touched because 
he makes use of that road more than 
twenty times in a month. The Motion, 
economically and historically has 
mentioned so many ugly things that 
made what I personally understand to 

· be a National calamity because there 
was an accident which occurred at 
Afoga and when such type of things do 
happen people are affected directly or 
indirectly. Those people who died are 
our brothers and sisters and this 
honourable House did pass a Motion 
banning night travels, and I know how 
the general public appreciated that 
Motion . 
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In the same vein, a great majority 
of food that we consume in this part I'' 
of the country come from that area i.e. ' 
Northern part of the country; and if 
nothing is done may be, by tomorrow, 
they may get up and start having 
double mind. If they have been 
sending two or three trailers of yams 
or even cows, they may start to reduce 
it; and no household will be all right 
without food. I may have the money 
but I will not see where to buy 
whatever I need. 

So, this House will once again do 
itself good by passing this powerful 
Motion beyond Enugu State. They 
will definitely know that this House is 
doing its job by not only making sure 
that I ives are protected all year round, 
but we will equally be protecting the 
economic and political movement of 
this country . . In addition the nascent !· 
democracy in this country will be 
enhanced. 

So, Mr Speaker, I am urging my 
Colleagues to please pass the Motion 
and sooner or later as usual the 
reaction of the public will be to the 
glory of this House. Thank you very 
much. 

,;j 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr ;1 

Speaker, I have ri sen to contribute to 
the Motion under discussion . I 
wholeheartedly align myself entirely 
to the contents of this Motion but 
before I proceed, may I ask the leave 
of the House to suspend Rule No. 25 
to enable me put up this little 

I 

amendment to the Title of the Motion. 
Thank you. 

Ill I ' 
t•· 
d' 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. I have risen to 

' second the Motion that this honourable 
House suspends Rule No. 25 to enable 
the hon. Member for Awgu North (Mr 
Enebe) to come up with the necessary 

· amendment. 

Question put and agreed to. 
• lilt 
' ., 
I ~~ lip 

!Mr, En'ebe: My amendment is on 
du'aliiation of Enugul Lokoja/Abuja 
road, 'to 'stop the constant loss of lives 
and·properties. I still wish to change 
constant to incessant. 

Deputy Leader: I align myself with 
the only amendment made by the hon. 
Member for Awgu North (Mr Enebe) 
(Interruption) . 

II~ I. 
M f. .1.• Speaker: Honourable 

Colleagues, the amendment as 
· proposed are as follows: Dualization of 

Enugu!Lokoja/Abuja road to stop the 
incessant loss of lives and properties 
worth 'Billions of Naira through motor 
accidents. 

I 

. 1Q~estid'n put and agreed to. 

Ll· ':Ill I 
I~ !i , , 

~ · Enebe: Thank you Mr Speaker, 
and my Colleagues. Mr Speaker, like 
the Mover of the Motion rightly 
pointed out the need to get that road 
dualized cannot be over-emphasized, 
because' most of the accidents that 
occur ; on that road are always head-on 

,, I I !I 
, ,1· I 

13 3 6 ! i ~~~~ ~.1. . ! . ~ h· I : I ·• ' I' : I !1~ 1 I 1 •• 
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collisions. You know that if we have · the title of the Motion; I was afraid that 
two or three lanes, to anp fr~, J1 thy j.[ ,

1
jf I go into the prayer, somebody may 

accident will definitely ~,top. ~i ilwant ,to stop me; so I decided to leave 
Moreover, when that road is dualised, 1 the issue of prayer and talk about the .. 
it will equally curb the issue of armed . title, and if what I am talking makes 
robbery on that road because it will be sense, I believe that urging the Federal 
difficult for armed robbers to block Executive Council to put it in the 
the two dual carriage roads at the ' budget will make meaning so that the 
same time, people can have escape National Assembly does not negate our 
route. own Motion . 

,. 

The title of this Motion speaks ifor :l·. f.1 So my Fellow Colleagues, without 
itself. It is such Motion that does not~~~ . bothering you, I still · want to seek the 
require much grammar. However, I,,, leave :of the House to suspend Rule No. 
want to believe that th~ pray'er of thi~1 i ' j 25 . td enable · me move this ·Motion. 
Motion would have been a little bit to I , Thank you. 
the poirit if we urge the Federa1

1 

Executive Council to include this road 
in the next budget. I believe that if we 
get the National Assembly to move a 
Motion, this House ~ will only 
communicate the National AssemblY,· 
but if we include the FesJ~ralji 
Executive Council, I know that' 1

''

1
this ' 

' ''I' House through the Clerk will 

'Mr Speaker: There is a Motion on 
the Floor that we suspend Rule No. 25 
to accommodate the proposed prayer 
because it is talking about National 

. 'Assembly; additional prayer that we 
"pray the Federal Executive Council to 

p!l include the roads in question in the 
' .j 

~2004 National Budget. 

Leader (Mr Ebenyz): Mr Speaker 
, 's ir, I have risen to support the Motion 

as proposed by the han. Member for 
Awgu North (Mr Enebe). 

Question put and agreed to: 

R~tle No. 25 according suspended. 

eventually write the Federal Executive 
Council stating our view, and, who 
knows, they could raise it in their 
meeting or add it in the next year's 
budget. Then by the time we send our 
own Motion to the Nationa.I 
Assembly, the content of the budget 
as it affects this ~ery. ~o~d we j ar~1 

·discussing would have eventuall~ . 
been passed into law as part of th~ , , 

. ' 
··I 

appropriation act. .. 1 if 

I would have brought this 
amendment ab initio, but because of 
the way I framed my Motion; I then 
moved a Motion that I want to change 

Mr Enebe: 1 thank Mr Speaker and 
my Colleagues. My amendment goes 
thus: That the Enugu State House of 
Assembly urges the Federal Executive 
Council to include the Enugu-Lokoja
Abuja Road in the 2004 budget. 
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Leade1·: Mr Speaker, Sir, I have 
equally risen again to second the 
Motion for the proposed amendment. : 

Question put and agreed to: 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
having gone so far, I want to 
contribute to the debate by urging my 
Colleagues to ensure that this Motion 
is passed. Thank you. 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have a lot of reasons to · 
be in agreement with the arguments o( 
this Motion . May I seek the leave of 
the House to suspend Rule No. 25 to 
enable me make slight amendment on 
prayers one and two. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues, I rise t~ 
second the Motion moved by the hori . 
Member for Udi North (Mr Njeze) to 
enable him come up with his proposed 
amendment. Thank you . 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Njeze: Mr Speaker, Sir, hon. 
Colleagues, my amendment on Prayer 
one is just to delete mourn and, so 
that we now leave : it as that the 
honourable Members of Enugu Stat~ 
House of Assembly sympathize with 
Nigerian families that were affected 
by the ugly incident of 8'17 September, 
2003. Then, on prayer 2, delete 
compelling and put in its place urging 
so that it will now read, that the 
House is urging the National 

Assembly to move a Motion by urging 
the Federal . Government to dualise the 

'I'· 
saidti: Road to guard against future 

lit. ' h ' k occurrence. T an you. 
j: II 

•I 

Mr Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues, I rise to 
se'?ond the Motion moved by the hon. 
Member for Udi ·North (Mr Njeze) . 
Thank you. 

. ,],· Question put and agreed to. 
• '' I ''~I 

ill '· ·!! 
1: · JVr Njeze: Mr Speaker, Sir, hon . 
Coll~agues, with this amendment, I 
strongly call on Members of this 
honourable Assembly to kindly pass the 
M?tion, because it is going to be 
beneficial to the people of Enugu State 
in particular and the people of Nigeria 
in :general. - ,, 
'I', h .~ i I I I 

• I I ' rljknow and I trust my hon. Members 
her~~on i what they can do . Thank you, 
in ~dvance for passing the Motion 
successfully. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr 
' Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues, I very 

much appreciate the spirit behind this 
Motion., I o'nly want to observe all the 
panel beating done in this · Motion like 
Prayer No. 7, that is, an Agency on 

'''! 
Road Maintenance. I also observed 
that l' this Motion is talking of 
duat'ization and not on Road 
Maintenance. I do not know whether it 
can be removed by seeking the Leave 
of the House again as usual. 
am not seeking .. . 

I i ~ t "I 

i It I!' 

Because I 

I II 
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I· 

Mr Speaker: The Deputy L~a,de~;: 
I! 

should please .tell the House what he 
'I' ~~ really wants. II!, · 1 
1!11' 

ilf'' ... 
Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, . Sir, 

hon. Colleagues, I want that particular 
prayer which is talking of Road 
Maintenance by the Agency totally 
expunged, because the Motion is 
talking about dualization of the Road 
and not Road Maintenance. It is just .:t 
contradicting itself. If the amendhten't .. 1 ~ 
. l ' I I ~ .-- 1•1 

'I again, but before I seek it, I want to let 

1rij the .Ijlouse know wh~t I intend to do, on 
~:.,that; ,Prayer 7, if ,we can just add 

;j;,pending the dualization. So that, it will 
· :~ now read, that the Federal Road 
, ·I Maintenance Agency should as a 

matter of urgency, start repairing the 

IS a ready made, Mr ,Speaker, I alig~ 
myself whole and . entire;: with I t~J ,1 I 
, Motion. Thank you: , , . ; . ilil. · 

1

1,. ! 
• • . ·' , .I 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, Sir, hon. 
Colleagues. The Motion is not 
treating the dimension aforemention, 
but is trying to see how we will curb 
the excesses of the bad Road. Prayer 
7 is therefore intended to be a ~top- ':1 

gap between them until it is dualized. j;·J 

I am aware that the Mover of the ,,: 
Motion must have traced the ~urrent 1 

't 
aspect of problems on potholes here , · 
and there. So, while we do the 'tong- · 
term prayer through this Motion for 
its dualization, the interim measure is 

, road pending the dualization. So may I 
seek the permission of the House to 
suspend Rule No. 25 to effect such 
amendment on prayer 7. Thank you . 

Mr' Enebe: Mr Speaker, ·Sir, hon. 
ColJ~agues, ~ rise to second the Motion 
that was moved by the hon. Member 
for Udi North (Mr Njeze). Thank you . 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Njeze: Mr Speaker, Sir, hon. 
Co,lleagues, the amendment is for us to 
add at the end of prayer 7, pending the 
dualization, so that the Prayer now 
reads: · That the Federal Road 
Maintenance Agency should as a 
matter of urgency, start repairing the 
Road pending the dualization. Thank 
you. 

to take care of the road as it is today, Mr J. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): 
so that a lot of lives will be saved. · Mr Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues, I rise 
The moment they dualize it, the1 i ss~e1 f.'il to ·: second the amendment that was 
of taxes will then be over. It is better, made by the hon . Member for Udi 

' I I I ' I ' ~ It w I t 

you use one stone to kill two birds.1 , North (Mr Njeze). Thank you. 
You know that this is a 1-riere pray~r, I/; 'd ' ' · 

' by the Grace of God, they wi!l'iput l it : ·~ Question put and agreed to. 
in the Budget. Thank you . , ''ii · ; 1 

Leader (Mr Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, 
Mr Njeze: Mr Speaker, Sir, hon. Sir, I have risen to support the Motion. 

Colleagues, I would have wished to The dualization of Enugu-Lokoja road 
seek the permission of the House is very important. This is the only road 
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linking the Easterners with the North. 
We are aware that most accidents that 1, 
happen on that road is head-on : · 
collusion, and the reason is that the 
road is very narrow. I support that we 
write the Federal Government to 
dualize the road. I now move that the 
Question be put. 

Question, That the Question be put, 
put and agreed to. 

'1, 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker,· if you 
watch the body, of the Motion, you will 
ob'serv11 ~ : .e that the Mover of the Motion 
had thanked the Members of the ,,, 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

National Assembly when he said Bravo 
to the Members of the National 
Assembly. The main content of the 
Motion is clear, there is no need urging 
the Members of the National Assembly 
to intervene because as soon as the 
Motion is passed, everybody must be 
involved. . So we cannot urge the 

.) ·. N~tional ;;1~. ssembly Members, because 
t. I· '' 

Resolved: 
1. That the Honourable 

Members of Enugu State 
. House of Assembly 

sympathize with the 

' , they are already aware . 
I 
I 
I I 

Mr Njeze: Mr Speaker, Sir, there is 
nothing in urging them. We can always 
call on them to help, I do not see 
anything wrong. 

families that were affected , 
by the ugly incident of gth , Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): 
September, 2003. 

1
,. The ~otion is , clear. It said may God 

1 

be with 'them. · ' 
2. That the House urges the · 

National Assembly to move 
a Motion urging the Federal . 
Government to dualise the 
said road to guard against 
future occurrence. 

Mr Speaker: Hon Colleagues, let 
us look at Prayer 4: That the members 
of the Federal Executive Council .. . if ., 
you look at the amendment proposed : 
we are sending this Motion straight to ,,, 
the Federal Executive Council. There I· 
is no need urging for any other thing. 
Look at prayer No. 8, it had already 
been incorporated in other prayers. 

I
I~ ,, 
If ~: , . 

Mr J, Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, please do not exchange 
words, address the Chair. Does the 
Deputy Leader still have anything to 
say? 

1 
I 

I I 
, 1 Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, I 
believe sincerely that there is no need 
to-bother ourselves; we have gotten the 

''I appropriate prayers; there is no need 
urging this or that. Since it is going to 
the Executive', everything has been 
taken care of when we said that same 
should be included in the Appropriation 
Bill. 

. I . 11:: 

1!· 
11!1 

I,'· ! • ~. i ,; i 340 f I' f 
~!. ' :: 

" ' II .1 i\ ' I 

' I I ~ :I i 
~1.11 I I ,,. I .I .. 

I, ' 11 I 

"' 

0 
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' ·jl' 
Mr Enebe: Informa,tion! ; 1~;. 1Mr)i· l that :.'prayers 3 and 4 be expunged to 

Speaker. My information is tl}~~ nqJ! 1J~~acco~modate tqe amendment 
amount of information is too ,mucl;i,. , If< ;~~prop6,s~d . 
you are asking for something from the · l~ l1: , ·• · . · 
National Assembly, one should I~. ·I Mr Speaker: Honourable 
continue . to give them more f 1Colleagues, I will just put the Question 
information on the issue. This is on Prayers 3 and 4 . I put the Question 
because they sit in caucus to facilitate -right away. (Interruptions) 
their debates on issues. 

.. Mr Njeze: Mr Speaker, it is just to 
Mr E. Odo (Igbo Etiti East):! Mr, f plead on what the hon . Member for 

Spea~er, ·sir, I t~ink ~hat ,P~ay~rs~ ~ ~~~ .
1
.f)gbo· Etiti East (Mr Odo) said part ?f 

4 wi11 11 • be ,, at , van~nce , ,
1
wtt?,!;' ,thT!I 1\ Soutf!West, vye can remove 1t. 

amendment proposed by I the hon~ ,, jl.(!nterruptions). 
Member for Awgu North (Mr EriebeYI '' i ',' 
Prayer 3 is saying : that the hon.1 I ' Question, That prayers 3 and 4 be 
Members for South/South, South/East . expunged, put and the House divided by 
and part of South/West at the National roll call. 
Assembly should pursue and move 
this all-important Motion at the 
National Assembly . . It did not , 11.r.V~? :·1! 

tell us whether it is only Lagos · an~ :, 1 ;~ 
Ibadari .that was going to join t,herii,' 11!1 

· because it is not the entire !1 
1! * 

South/West. So there are some .~ 
ambiguities in prayer 3 and that was ~. 

I' ''I even reflected in prayer 4. Because <;>f · · 
those ambiguities, 1 suggest ~ · Mr 
Speaker,· that the amendment by. the 
hon. Member for Awgu Notih (Mr 
Enebe) has covered them, befause li 
there is a notion that if ,we leave th~s 1lr:1 
M . l'k h' I d I I ~. otlon 1 e t 1s, an w 1en one ,co~ffis li 
to interpret what .South/~est t:nearw< 

· they will 'now begin to ask whethf!r : . 
• I I ' 

we are talkine: of Lagos or Ibadan or 
-~ f j 

Ondo. · 111 1• 1 · 

What we are saying is that we 
should not over-labour the good work · 

DIVISION LIST 

AYESIO 
1) Hon. Christopher Ugwu 
2) , Hon. Donat~s Anih 
3) Hon. Paul Anikwe 
4) Hon. Eugene Odo 
5) Hon . Alfred Nnadi 
6) 
7) 

' 8) 

Hon. Anichukwu Nwankwo 
Hon. Fabian Onah 
Hon. Johnny Obidinma 

9) Hon. Chika Eneh 
~ 0) Hon. Anthony Chigbo 
, I 

r I 
I , 

I 

"'II) 

: 2) 
3) 
4) 
5) 

NOESS 
Hon. Cletus Enebe 
Hon. Emmanuel Maduabu 
Hon. Marcel Njeze 
Hon. Fidelis Ezema 
Hon. Kingsley Ebenyi 

we have so far done. I pray earnestly , , Question accordingly agreed to. 
, -, J: In . 
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'fl ' ~ I , r 
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Prayers Nos. 3 and 4 according 
expunged 

(Several han. Members ' took the 
Floor) 

Mr' Speaker: , O.K. The hon. 
Member for Awgu North (Mr Enebe) 

i"' can now resume his seat. Now, let me 
' II 11

" I Th M b' d"d . : te you . at em ers 1 not rmse 
objectibn on the two prayers does not 
mean that 'they have accepted them. It 

Mr Speaker: Order! If the Deputy is not so. If you decided that it is 
Leader stands up again when he is not wrong, then keep quiet, because I will 
recognized, I will just walk him out. not be happy with your raising 
He said we should not be bitter, I do unnecessary tension . I do not see 
not want to be bitter, but if he pushes anYthing wrong if Members did not 
me to the wall, I will become bitter. I make amendment ab-initio . This has 
cannot keep on shouting and about 1, i nothing to do with Members saying yes 
three persons are talking at the same ' or no to the' prayers . 
time. You are addressing one person. I· f· r, .:~ 
You are not addressing yourself, you ·1 M~~ Enebe: What I am saying is that 

• j ,f • 

are addressmg me. the yes and no (Interruptions) 

The total votes cast is fifteen . Five 
Members are saying that we should 
leave the prayer as it is, while ten are 
in total support of expunging it and it , 
is hereby expunged. So, prayers two 

1
,. 

and three are hereby expunged. • 

Mr Speaker: The Point of 
Information of the hon . Member for 
Awgu North is over-ruled . 

'',. ,, li:i . 
Mr Enebe: It 1s not over-ruled 

becauMe you cannot put division within 
1'!1 t • 

... (Interruptzons). I • 

. ~I II I Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, I want to , r · ,: , ,' 
make a case on what we are doing Mr' Speaker: The hon. Member for 
now. In the first place, there was no Awgu North you went to appeal and 
Motion for amendment of these two lost. (Laughter) . 
prayers, the Speaker has put the 

1 
, 

Question; we were even trying to , ·The ,total votes cast is fifteen. Five 
amend it. What you have merely Me,mbhs are saying we should leave it 
done is that you have just taken the ·· as it is, but ten Members are in total .. ~ 

roll call of those present because y support of1 expunging it. Prayers three 
' . . . li I' ,, ;Ill 

when you called for dtvtslon, you ti', and four are hereby expunged. I 
would have called people from your I;,: f. ! 1:1 . 

,. I' Ill- I: f 

right to left and from left to right for ·I Resolved: (3 and 4- expunged) 
you to check the list. It is very, very 5. That the members of 
necessary. Federal Road Safety 

342 

j:' 

~. 

Corps and other 
traffic agents should 

I: I .,. ;~ ·: I,, 
1-·1' 

I I I • \ I 

Q 

o · 
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' I I 
I 'I . . I If' I" ; II' J '' 

brace up • w1th the1rJ ·t'l . . NOTICE OF MOTION 
duties by ' ensJ~ing ! j.~ ' : ; 
that speed limit1~~'and . 1:~ Sitting Calendar for 2003/2004 First 
traffic regulations• 'i Session of the Enugu State Third 
are strictly and 1• House of Assembly 
religiously observed 1 f · 

' I 
and maintained on 
the road users. 

Leader: (Mr Ebenyi}: Mr Speaker, 
may I seek the Leave ofthis honourable 
House to move a Motion standing in 

• That appropriat~ ;! . my 'name: That this hon. House do 
· sanction 1 . should· 1f·.,1 approve the sitting Calendar for 

I I ·I'· 
I• instantly be meted ·' 2003/2004 first Session of the Enugu 
out 1' to i any traffi~ ,1j:,l, Statti .Third House of Assembly as 

.11 ~. ,1 , 
offender on the '' said follows:-
road. "' :;i! , 'I, That this honourable House do approve 

•!I . I 1 the sitting Calendar for 2003/2004 First 
r 

That the Federal Session of the Enugu State Third House 
Road Maintenance of Assembly. 
Agency should, as a 2nd June - 1st September, 2003 - 43 
matter of urgency, · · Legislative days 
start rep~iri\'}g /' th,e J 2nd ~eptember- 1st November, 2003 -

· road, pending tfi'e ~~j 49 Legislative days 
dualization. 11/i:, ' I," I~ 2nd December 2003·- 1st March, 2004 -

' 11 '~ ~: • 
1 ~ 39 Legislative days I' 

That the Enugu I 2nd March - 1st June, 2004 - 40 
State House , of · ,, Legislative days 
Assembly urges the 
Federal Executive 
Council to include 
the Dualization of 
Enugu/ L9kojal:i 

I 'I I ' I 

Jl . Abuja, road i.n WI e 
2004 bu9get. ~·! 1 • :11 · . · 

' !. I I ,, .I il ' I I 
't! !t J 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr 
Speaker, I rise on a point of Order to 
say that the hon. Leader's word is 
wrong. He should not use the word 
seeking the Leave of the House to 
mo

1
ve a Motion standing in ' his name. 

The notice was duly served as 
presented; he should rather go on to 
move the Motion standing in his name 

' 

'" ljl 

. 

'·" ·II' 1 Ill[ ,, ' 

tf ,,.J ' 
:11, I · 

,I 

!rl.' ~ 

·and not seeking the leave of the House. 
If the correction is made, I stand to 
second the Motion. Thank you. 

:!J · ;~I· ·~, '·'1 'I'll : 

Ill'·· 11 ~1 r 343 ' I"~ I f. ,. I 
I!~ . ~ • I 
":; ~· iJ~ . ,, 
"''i 

I 

., 

I 

•ll 

rli ,.,, i 
., ! \ 
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~I 1 1 

i . n· 
jll··· + ll 
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Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, this is a 
business Motion and it becomes very 
necessary, pursuant to the Section 104 
of the Constitution of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria which in the 
course of clarity stipulates, that a 
House of Assembly shall sit for a 
period of not less than one hundred 
and eighty-one days in a year. 

It behooves on this honourable . 
House to comply with this statutory . 
requirement bearing in mind that the 
sittings of the House are on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays while Mondays; ·: 
Wednesdays and Fridays are for ·· 
committee activities . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, to formalize the 
committee sittings, publication of 
such schedules becomes necessary as 
done in the National Assembly. From . 
the date of inception of this House, 
that is, Monday 2nd June, 2003 to the ·, 
end of first quarter, 3rd September, !' 
2003; the House had recorded twenty 
sittings, twenty-three committee 
sitting days, giving a total number of 
forty three legislative days . The 
second quarter which began on 2nd 
September and will end on 1st 

November, 2003 will record twenty 
six legislative days and twenty three 
committee sitting days giving a total 
of forty nine legislative sitting days. 

' 

And finally, the third ~uarter which 
will commence on 3r December, 
2003 would set aside the whole 
December 2003 for Christmas recess . 
The quarter will commence business 

on 
1
Janu,ary 8, 2004 with a total of 

thirty~nine legislative days i.e. twenty 
legislative sittings and nineteen 
committee sitting days. 

I \Iii II ' 

I~ " 1 d 
1 
Finally, from 2n March to June 1, 

2004, we will have a total of forty 
legislative days i.e. twenty legislative 
and twenty committee sitting days, 
setting aside two weeks recess for 
Easter. ' This sitting calendar seeks to 

' achieve the following : 
1) . To achieve action plan 

t. • :!. legislative service. You 

~~· . .i' .f~··.· i ~\i\·\. know a calendar is a plan 
·~ .~ I ,,. fi h I w h 
;\:' ',!\ .·~, 

1 
,, or t e peop e. e ave 

t :,1'1' 1 National Calendar which 
helps us to plan our days; 

It will help in organizing 
and ensuring sensitized high 

; '' I. i 11 impact legislative activities 
\1 1·0n our Order Paper. 

2) 

•• \1 

II( Ill 
3)1\l 

~r 
'I , J:· ,, 

lt I 

' The Calendar, if adopted, 

I will help us to comply with 

1· the constitutional 
· requirement. This means 
that the House of Assembly 
should have one hundred 
and eighty-one legislative 

p1, . sitting days in a year; ,. ' 

I I I 

Finally, Mr Speaker, you know that 
,, if ~e , ha~~ a compact sitting, that 
~:. mea'ns :(We 'have compact Motions and 

Bills, \\' an~ 1 
these are what any 

Legislature is being judged by. A 
·legislature is judged by the number and 
quality of Motions and Bills it has 

344 ,, ; ;\:' \i:' 
,, 

' I!\, \til I : I· ' ' ' ~ I 
d '! 'i l 1 l . '! 

1:~ 1:.'·· :~L: \1\: ~t~t ~. ~!'1 : I. dlf' , . 
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passed. So ·I am • . urging:~·,:, th~ jll machinery that will give us all the 
honour~ble House to a~opt it. j il '.:! I~ information require1. There are some 

, · ·· L . 'l'r of us that may not even know that we 
Mr ' Speaker, Sir, in line with1 the .,I• are entitled to such number of days. If 

above illumination, · this House is 1';j: We go down our records we will 
hereby urged to approve the sitting ' discover that if we do not have such 
Calendar for 2003/2004, First Session . record within us wholly and articulated, 
of Enugu State Third House of . you may discover there will even be a 
Assembly as stated above. Be it '. time we will not be able to form a 
moved and it is hereby moved. 1 iiijl,, !J. F, quorum. So this Calendar is an added 
· i. 1 ::a~. I 1 ; :'t· I! j~~ t:; adva,ntage coming at this rig~tful time 

Deputy Leade~ {f-1r ;Arzikwe)i , !1r ·1::: fro~ ~o other person than the Leader of 
Speaker, Sir, in a man's life, there is• I~· the ·House. He has taken the lead, Mr 

:that modus, there is that check~; an8 l Speaker. In view of this, I am urging 
' balanc~s, there is that stipulation • · you to now put the Question. 

'di I 

which will now move the man as an 
organized human being. ' The 
honourable House of Assembly, 
having an organised pattern of siJling, 
call it a calendar, is most apprqpria~e ~. 

more 
1 
than ever before. ,At lea~t! ~t ·Js , •·I 

clear to every-one of us that the 1 

Motion is no other thing !~!: th~n A 
speaking the fulfillment of the 
constitutional requirement of the hon. · 
Members. Without this calend~r; , it ·1 

will be almost difficult to achieve that 
Constitutional requirement of the 
minimum of one hundred and eighty- · 

I t ' 

one days. With this, we are, now, 
aware that within this time in a yearJf"i 

·within this day in' a we~k, within tHis ' 
I , • :I!J 

month in a year, there are
1
s1ttmgs a1;1d 

within these days of the week we sh~ll 
be having committey meet.ing~:.;~hi7h ; 
are part of the legal : constitutional 

1: i I j 

provision ofhon. Members. 

Mr Speaker, I do not think we have 
more time to debate on ,this bec~usy it

1 

is a way forward; it is an art. ~c. ul.~ted !l 
1 . !,! . r .. ~ 

'1~''.1.~. If,.' ;ii ··I ~· •::, 
'- I itt 
' . ' 

iJr r ,, 

, •. I 
,:'1,1' 

I i • 'II: 
I r .~ 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to contribute 
to the debate on this our Calendar. The 
Calendar as articulated by the Leader is 
v~ry important because it afforded us a 
focus and direction. The Calendar is a 
means to an end and not an end itself. 
What the Calendar has done is to show 
that we need to sit one hundred and 
eighty-one days. If at the end of the 
day something happened and we 
missed a week or two, we have to make 
up for the days we did not sit in one 
w~.Y or the other. 

· · · It ' is very important equally for 
m~1mbers to realize that the fact that we 
have a calendar does not mean we have 
sat for one hundred and eighty-one 
days. If you do not come to sitting, the 
Calendar cannot protect you. What 
protects a Member is our attendance. 
Therefore it will be erroneous if we 
leave this Chamber this afternoon 
b~lieving that having had this Calendar, 
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everything is all right. You must 
work very hard. We ~ccept this 
Calendar. It is very important to ' 
make Members know it is a guide to F~ 

make Members achieve their : 
constitutional requirement. The 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

•· • 11 1
11:1 Burial 

~~~I •J ' 

'I''''.IJii ,j!. ! : I ' 
1• I ~~~~ 1 

M~W ;~ Speaker: · ; Honourable 
Colleagues, please remember that one 
of tis 'lost' his father. He is the hon. 
Member for Nsukka East (Mr F. Amu) . 

sitting days are not counted based on 
membership, it is an individual affair. 
Thank you, and may I move that the 
Question be put. 

. His father will be buried on Thursday 
~ . 

23 October, 2003 . Therefore, all hon. 
Members are expected to be at his 
home town. The initial take-off point 
will be at the Legislative Quarters, at 
8.00 a.m. We will move to the UNTH 

• •J• 
Mortuary m a convoy. Attendance is 
mandatory;' please. And all of us must 
accombany the corpse to · his home 

Mr Speaker: Before I put the 
Question I have to make it clear, just 
like the hon. Member for Awgu North 
said, that we have this Calendar does '' 
not mean that when you wake up on a 
sitting day, you will stay in your 
house thinking that you are covered 
by this Calendar. It is not true. You 
must come. At the end of the day, 
you sign the attendance list. So, 
please take note. 

. town. Thank you. 

,, 
Question, That the Question be 1 .. 

now put, put dnd agreed to: 1 1 

Main Question put and agreed to : 

Resolved: That this honourable 
House hereby approve the sitting 
Calendar for 2003/2004 First session 
of the Enugu State Third House of 
Assembly as follows: 

2nd June - 1st September, 2003 - 43 
Legislative days. , 

2nd September - 1st November, 11 • 

2003 - 49 Legislative days. 
2nd December 2003 - 1st March, 

2004 - 39 Legislative days 

'c 

! 

2nd March - I 51 June, 2004 - 40 
Legislative days. 

346 

Ji~ 
!' 
! 

Meetings 

2. ! Th1~ House . Committee on 
j
1 
Public Accounts will meet · 

1

'
11
today, on rising of the House, at . 

l
',the, Chairman's Office, Room 
.14J" I ' ·' :1 . 
' i( • 

r It , ,1"'1 
. II 1.1 

3. The Tenders Board will meet 
on Wednesday 22nd, October, 
2003, at 12 noon in Room 

, 123A. Venue is 
,j.~ Leader/Chairman's Office. 

4. Th~·· House Committee on Civil 
'tli! • I 

m1 Service and Labour Matters, 
I~ ,llfwil/:;visit the Head of Service on 

:Monday, 27111 October,· 2003, by 
2 p.m. Time of departure is 1.30 
p.m. 
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I· !1, I 'j·j! "'~~ .,., -' 'i 
' I ,., IIIIJ E' 1, II ''i 

ADJOURNMENT • !, /l.l'/1' ·, ,} 1~hey pow mention tlfe people that are 
, , 1ij,! '· ,j!1qualified , for this Co~vention, we were 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, hon . ,, not included. But the Representatives 
Colleagues, in view of )the ; .~re our Colleagues. Let us find out 
announcement as regards the burial ot .whether the House of Assembly 
the father of one of our Colleagues, Members are still there, so that if there 
the hon. Member for lgbo-Etiti (Mr is omission, we take off in time, 
Amu) I hereby move that the House otherwise, we will say nothing when it 
do now adjourn until Tuesday,.;p81~ :(}s late. Thank you . 
October, 2003. Thank you. :!f'l ;l~~r. ·•· ' 
' ' I· I ' '·~ J ' 1~. ' ' 

11 ' · 1 
, ·• ~ 1 • !I' .. 1· Question put and agreed to .. 

D L , d l\1.1' s k , 'J s· ·I .II' I eputy ea er: mr pea er, ,, 1~, , ~; ·i , ' 1 

hon. Colleagues, I rise to support the
1 

1 Resolved: That this honourable 
I I I, 0 ~ th 

Motion for adjournment moved by the House do now adjourn till Tuesday 28 
f ; d I I 

Leader. In doing so, I also have ,to October, 2003, at 10 a.m. 
use this opportunity to commend you, 
and your team, Enugu Rangers 
International, once again. The 
Rangers International Footballer~ di,d 

Adjourned accordingly at 3 p.m. 

not lose, but they just lost gaqantly. :•.: 
I ' ' ·II 

So I pray that next time you have to dl~ 
Ill ,I 1 

use your good office.s, and by. ,po~'s ,1:~ 
Grace, your labour Will not be m vam. '• 
Thank you. .: 1 

I 
Mr C. Enebe: (Awgu North): Mr 

Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the 
Motion for adjournment, and in doing 
so, I wish to urge you to us~ your" 
good offices to investigate wh~~ I S~V>ff 1. 
in the Vanguard , Newspaper of tw

1 
o , 

.,, I' 
days ag9, on the issue, of those; who , 

' ' ' ' •II I 
are eligible to attend this Conv~nti~n, 
I did not see any House of Assembly 
Member there. I do"not know if 

1 

• •• 

(interruptions). 
11 1 

Excuse me, Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
points are made in the Constitution, to 

. ,j 

I ~·I 

approve personal Aids .i to · :,the 1 • 
II It' I iJ 

Governors and President. But wheq 
·I!' ' Wt' Ill! ''' 
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':I 

J
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

8'h l Tuesday, 2 October, 2003 

(!'he House met at 10 ~.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

ii 
iij il 
II 

I :; 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Coll~agues, 
our Votes and Proceedings No. 

11
,29 of , 

Tuesday, 21st October, 2003 are before us, I .~ 
have gone through them and found them to 
be the true reflection ... (Interruptions). To 
my mind I have discovered that we have 
some little mistakes, and, on the strength of 
that, I wish to allow Members to officially 
point out the mistake or mistakes before we 
proceed. Thank you. 

Mr E. Odo (Igbo-Etiti East) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, it is true that we had a Motipn 
in our last sitting as regards Sitting 
Calendar for 2003/2004, First Session !bf · 
the Enugu State House of Assembly which 
ordinarily is less than ( 181) one hundred 
and eighty-one days a Session but in the 
Calendar we have now the total figure is 
( 171) one hundred and seventy-one days. 
In the light of this, I wish to urge this 
honourable House to look into the matter 
and correct it accordingly. 

< 

Mr Speal{er: Honourable Colleagues, 
you have heard it all , the Motion we have 
adopted last week is a constitutional matter 
and it has to do with the number of days we 
should have sittings in a session which is 
( 181) one hundred and eighty-one days, and 
going by this Motion, it is discovered that 
instead of 181 what we have is 171. So it is 

good that we have pointed it out for proper 
handling. 

We treated two Motions on that day, and 
having pointed it out and having taken all 
the 1 necessary precautions on the said 
Motion, we can still go ahead and adopt the 
Votes and Proceedings since we have 
already pointed out the mistake. 

Mr J. Anichui{WU (Nkanu East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, in the first Motion we had on 
21st October, 2003, I remember that we 
amended "dualization of Enugu/Abuja 
Road" to read "dualization of Enugu
Lokoja-Abuja Road" and not only 
Enugu/ Abuja ... (Interruptions) 

Mr Speaker: Excuse me. If the 
Member for Nkanu East (Mr Anichukwu), 
gets to page two of the Votes and 
Proceedings, he will see where the 
amendment was proposed and agreed to, 
that is, the title of the Motion should read 
"dualization of Enugu-Lokoja-Abuja 
Road". 

~r Anichukwu : Thank you, Mr 
Speaker, it was an over-sight. 

Mr Speaker: In the absence of that, let 
us have a Motion for the adoption of the 
Votes and Proceedings. Later, the House 
Committee on Rules and Business should 
try to come up with the accurate number of 
the legislative days. 

Mr Odo: Mr Speaker, in the absence of 
any other correction, I move that the Votes 
and Proceedings be adopted. 

Mr Anichukwu: Thank you, Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to second the Motion 
for the adoption as moved by the hon. 
Member for lgbo-Etiti East (Mr Odo). 
Thank you. 
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Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday 21"'1 

October, 2003 accordingly adopted. 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

Stabilization of the Value of Nigerian 
Currency in the World Market 

Leader: Mr Speaker, hon. Colleagues, I 
move that item No. 4, Motion on 
Stabilization of the Value of Nigerian 
Currency in the World Market be stepped 
down till the next legislative day to enable 
the Mover of the Motion do a thorough job 
on it. 

Deputy Leader: Thank you, Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to second the Motion 
as moved by the Leader. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Motion accordingly deferred. 

Mr Speaker: Since we have decided to 
step down this Motion to enable the Mover 
do proper consultations with this House, I 
may wish to appeal that the following 
Honourable Members should liaise with the 
Mover- Hon. Emma Eze, Hon. N. Onyeze, 
Hon. E. Odo, Hon. P. Anikwe, and Hon. J. 
Anichukwu. Please take note that we have 
taken the debate today. If there is any 
reason why it cannot come up again, no 
wahala. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Committee Meetings 

Mr Speaker: The House Committee on 
Finance and Appropriation will visit the 
Board of Internal Revenue on the rising of 
the House, date 281

h October, 2003. Take 
note, signed Chairman, Joseph Onoh. 

The House Committee on Rules and 
Business will meet on 31st October 2003 at 
10 a.m. in Room 123, Leader's Office, 
signed Hon. K. Ebenyi. 

There will be a meeting of the Joint 
Committee on Chieftaincy Matters, Culture 
and Tourism and Judiciary, Public petitions, 
Ethics and Privileges, on Wednesday 29111 

October, 2003 at 10 a.m. in Room 5. 

ADJOURNMENT 

I!;. Leader: (Mr Ebenyi): I hereby move 
that the House do adjourn till Thursday 30th 
October, 2003 at 10 a.m. 

Thank you 

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East): I have risen 
to second the Motion for adjournment, as 
moved by the Leader of the House. In 
doing so, I want to use this opportunity to 
thank my distinguished Members and Staff 
of Enugu State House Of Assembly for 

1 finding time, out of their busy schedules, to 
attend the burial ceremony of my late 
father. I thank them and pray that God will 
shower his blessings on them. I want also 
to pray God to guide us in our wisdom to 
move as one family. 

Question put and agreed to. 

I II' I , 
Resolved: That this House do now 

adJ\:mrn till Thursday, 30th October, 2003, at 
10 a.m. ,. 

'Adjourned accordingly at 2.58 p.m. 
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· ·I ·•• ·1. 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY ~J "1j·~ ' ' Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday, 

ENUGU STA.TE OFJ;HqERJ~ , .J/ , 
1 

28
1

h/,October 2003 accordingly adopted. 

lh ' 1 • 

Thursday, 30 October, 2003 ii 1/. j MOTION ON MATTER OF 

(The House met at 10 a.m.) 1 , ; ·I URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 
I I 

1).• •11 

'• Ji ' 

APP~OV AL OF VOTES ~ ~~ ::;/ 
I PROCEEDINGS :;!1" ' ',. ]1~ 

I 

Mr Speaker: Order Paper No. 31, 
Thursday 30th October, 2003, Item 3. 1 

Honourable Colleagues, our Votes and 
Proceedings No. 30, of Tuesday 28th 
October, 2003 are before us. I have 
gone through them, I found tj:em 
correct. However, , I need Y.OUr 
comments. Thank you. , , ., _·!

1
1/ 

I I I:. J ; 

Mr D. Ani (Enugu South 11 I): 'i Mr 
Speaker, I have gone through the Votes 
and Proceedings of our last sitting and 
found them very correct. Therefore, I 
move for the adoption of the Votes and 
Proceedings. 

I I 

:"i :, ' ,, ., 
Mr E. Odo (Igbo Etiti East): Mr 

Speaker, Sir, I second the Motion ~',as 
moved by the hon. Member for Enugu 
South I. 

Question put and agreed to. 

I 

Immediate Rescue of the People of 
Okpokwu Mgbuji Community, Eha
Amufu Local Government from the 

Ravages of Oil Spillage. 

I 

:Leader (Mr Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, may I crave your indulgence to set
aside Order 25 and any other 
appropriate Order to enable me move a 
Motion under a Matter of Urgent Public 
Importance. 

Mr J. N. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): 
Thank you, Mr Speaker, I have risen to 
second the Motion as moved by the 
Leader. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Order No. 25 of the House Rules 
accordingly su:,pended to enable the 
Leader move his Motion. 

Leader: Thank you, Mr Speaker, this 
1 Motion is inviting this honourable 
House to urge · the State government to 
urge the Federal Government and the 
Chief Executive of the NNPC to 
immediately come to the rescue of 
Okpokwu Mgbuji community, Eha-

. Amufu Local Government Area from 

the ravages of oil spillage. 

.'!' ,, ~i 
I ·11 350 

t· :;i 
ll !1 

. I' 
t,li ·I 

'·· I 

' ·i! 

/11~ (.. 

I 

'1 
ul 
'. • 

I 

··I 

---

I 

:I 
'I 

j i I./' 
, II "/• 
I ;1j ~ I L!'· j 

If .. 11 

·•til 
,· lid· 

I 
')'I•J 

l .: l·r· ,,. ,,,. 
1••1 ... ' '' ,. 

I 

,, '/' 
' I ;,II', 
/,,Ill:, I I U 

I ~ ~. jfj U 111 

(Ji 

I 

If'! 

I• I' 
II 

l•j: n· ·I 

I I ~'·'II: 
I ''/·· 1<1 ~~ I 1' 1 

I '-!!;;:··~ Ill 

;;,nl!• ~' i 
f'•·• I "' 

~ •i 

l'o 
fl 



I I 

i 111\1'1 

\i 

II' _,.I 

'I 
• •11 

I I 
... I 

I 

, .. '\"11111 
I ,, h II• •' I 

\! 0·~11'111\' 
""\!• ·I. I l\' 

\,il 1ol' 
•I' I •I • 
li 1' ,•1 

i 

'l 
,j,\ 

\I 

li· ,,, 
\.1 

701 

Enugu State House of Assembly Debates 
30 October, 2003 702 

Mr Speaker, Sir, you will recall that 
this House had been inundated with the 
disaster occasioned by NNPC pipeline 
explosions at Ogwurugu in Ogboli ... 
(interruptions) 

Mr Speaker: What we did is in line 
with the request of the Leader who 
sought the leave of the House to 
suspend the relevant Rules of the 
House, which was granted . So he 
should go ahead to introduce his 
Motion, which will be seconded first. . 

\' 
' 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr 
Speaker, I rise to second the Motion . 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, this 
Motion is inviting this honourable 
House to urge the State Government to 
urge the Federal Government and the 
Chief Executive of the NNPC to 
immediately come to the rescue of 
Okpokwu Mgbuji Community, Eha
Amufu in Eha-Amufu Local 
Government from the ravages of oil 
spillage. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, you will recall that 
this House had been inundated with the 
disasters occasioned by NNPC Pipeline 
explosions at Ogwurugu Ogboli and 
Aninri Local .Government Areas, 
respectively. This time, a gruesome 
disaster has visited Okpokwu Mgbuji 
Community, Eha-Amufu in Eha-Amufu 
Local Government. The present oil 
spillage started since early last week. 

This is bringing the event in that area to 
the fifth time within the last eight 
months. The NNPC has only welded 
the exploded pipes without addressing 

, the main problem of replacement of the 
age long pipes, hence the constant 
explosion of the weak pipes. The 
danger of this unwholesome experience 
is better seen than imagined. Is it the 
health hazard, economic disaster, social 
and security uncertainties? The pipeline 
explosion at Okpokwu Mgbuji has 

'I 
proved the cause of such explosions. 

II• 
Honourable Colleagues, the direct 
solution to the explosion in this area is 
the iin~ediate replacement of the weak 
pipes. 

Whereas majority of the people 
residing in the area of the incident are 
farmers whose farm lands are already 
soaked with poisonous chemicals which 
destroy their farm crops, aquatic 
animals in the streams and unimaginable 
loss of life and properties may also 
result. ·As a stop gap measure, a visit to 
the locus in quo by the House 
Committee would confirm the claim that 
delay in replacement of the pipelines 
would tantamount to greater disaster. 

I II': 
' I . ' 

P 
• •I,. 1 I 

\ rayers.;
11 

: , . 1 

' Mr Speaker, Sir, having given the 
! 

351 

above 1)nformation, I urge my 
Colleagues, hon. Members to resolve as 
follows: 

1) That this honourable House 
?o urge the State Government 
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'f ." ' !I 
to urge the Office of the .i/1 spillage at one time or the other. And I 
President of \he 'Fed~ral :JI/ believ~; the passage ofthis Motion, ifthe 
Republic of Nigeria to direct i) hon . Members deem it necessary, and 

· the NNPC to replace all the prayer one as contained in the Motion 
Oil pipelines at Okpokwu· by the Leader of this House, will finally 
Mgbuji and other such solve this problem. 
affected areas in Enugu State 
without further delay. 

I 
jtt.; I 

1 That the State and Federal'· 
Governments come to;;;,' the 
immediate re~cue of'''' the 
people of Okpokwu Mgbuji 
Community, in Eha-Amufu 
Local Government in terms 
of relief package. Be it 
moved and it is hereby 
moved. 

• ! 

I 

In the first place, Enugu State is not 
the only State Oil spillage has occurred 

•
1
, because, as prayer one demanded, the 

/)only ' answer to the problem is 
;.~ replacement; not welding, not patching, 

not servicing. So, if this honourable 
House passes this very Motion, solving 
this problem, I think the NNPC will 
know that we are very serious because 
this House concerned itself with the 
welfare, the health and the protection of 
our food crops in Enugu State. 

. Mr Anichukwu: Mr Speaker, I have. 
' ~ 

risen to support this Motion and 
everybody is in very high er:notion 
because, for the past few months, this 
House concentrated their Motions on oil 
spillage (laughter). 

.. /Prayers one and two summarise what 
exactly this House will do to make sure 
the problem is brought to a stop once 
and for all. So, Mr Speaker, I am urging 
my Fellow hon. Colleagues to give the 
Motion an accelerated approval, so that 
our problem will be solved once and for 
all. Thank you. 

It is not a laughing matter, it is a very 
serious matter, because it ; c~uses 
disaster. And I do not really,. know, it 
appears that ordinary patchi1~g of the · , . Deputy Leader (Mr Ani/ewe): Thank 
pipeline if I may say so, which has been you, Mr Speaker. Following the 
undertaken by the NNPC, has almost contribution made by the hon. Member 
done nothing to avert the problem for Nkanu East (Mr Anichukwu) this is 
because, here we talk about Nkam.i East, the sixth Motion in relation to Oil 
tomorrow we talk about Okpanku, we Spillage and or explosion and like you 
talk about Uzo-Uwani. I just wonder· said, the end of it, which, I think, we 
what part of Enugu State that has not have come to it. The House is planning 
been touched by the problem ···/of oil for total replacement of over-aged pipes. 
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Mr Speaker, I have something on have 
prayer one. Prayer one says that this 
honourable House do urge the Office of 
the Presidency to direct the NNPC to 
replace all the Oil Pipelines at 
Okpokwu Mgbuji and other areas. In · 
view of this, Mr Speaker, I now urge 
you to put the Question (Laughter) 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, I have risen 
to continue debate on this Motion 
(Interruptions.) However, I have a little 
amendment to the first prayer, that this 
hon. House calls on the State 
Government to urge the Presidency. 
Thank you, very much . 

Mr Njeze: Mr Speaker, Sir, bon. 
Colleagues, I rise to second the 
proposed amendment that was moved 
by the hon. Member for Awgu North 
(Mr Enebe). Thank you . 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr J. U. Onoh (Enugu North) : 
Question, Mr Speaker, Sir. My 
question is on paragraph 5 of the body 
of the Motion . It is stated as follows: 
"Whereas the majority of people 
residing in the area of incident are 
farmers whose farm lands are already 
soaked with the poisonous chemicals 
which destroyed their , farm crops, \ 
aquatic animals in the streams, and 1 

unimaginable loss of lives may result ... 
a visit to the locus in quo by the House 
Committee would convince and confirm 

the claims. So Mr Speaker, Sir, which 
· of the House Committees is he referring 
to in this paragraph I just read? Thank 
you. (Laughter) 

,_ 

Leader: Point of Order. Mr Speaker, 
'Sir, hon. Colleagues. My Point of Order 
is that, I do not know what the hon. 
Member for Enugu North (Mr Onoh) is 
talking about. Is he talking about the 
body of the Motion? Because, if he 
wants to make an amendment, he has to 
make it on the prayers. Thank you. 
',1' 

. \f. • 
11; Mr Speaker. Honourable 

Colleagues, it could have been proper if 
the amendment is made in the prayers 
instead of in the body of the Motion, 
although, the body of the Motion is as 
equally important as the prayers of the 

, Motion. It is from the body that we get 
the prayer. 

f Mr ~~~ E. Odoh (lgbo Etiti East): 
Information Mr Speaker, Sir, hon. 
Colleagues, my point of information is 
that I wish to refer to what we have said 
on the body of the Motion. I think that 
the essence of laying foundation in the 
body of the Motion is to make sure tha:t 
we arrive at the positive side. 

, I \\1, , 
\ I' ''I ' 

1Tne point that the hon. Member for 
Enug~ North (Mr Onoh) is making is 
that, the House Committee in the body 
of the' Motion is not clarified . So, I 
agree with him that it is a point of error; 
or an omission on the side of the Mover 
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1
1
11 li I i 
' I' 

of the Motion, by saying, House , 
Committee. Which House Com~itte~? 

I 1 • I 'ill,, ld 
Anyway, he must be definite because, ' 

·lj ; 
there are different , types . of Hou~e : 
Committees. In fact, I only wish to 
support that the body of the Motion is 
as equally important as the prayer itself. 

Therefore, we will not regard making 
1 ' ' amendments in the body of the Moti,pn .
1 

as improper. Because we have to
1
.

1 
,knqw. :[ 

II the correct area or spot where we derive;, 
our prayers from. Thank you. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, . hon. 
Colleagues, the Committee I have in 
mind is the House Committee on 
Petroleum Resources and 
Environmental Management. I jTh. ~nk 

. you. , ~I , ~~~· I • 

I ,. ·i " :/, 
Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North): ,

1
jv1'r 

Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues, since the 
main issue is cleared, I therefore,. urge 
the House to move the Motion because 
it is a· matter of Urgent Public 
Importance. What we are actually 
waiting for is the Federal . Governn)ent 
from Abuja to complete her . job; 
Because the Federal Government is ': the 

I l:•l 

appropriate organ to report or b,ring ou~ 
the Motion. Any amendment in the 
body of the Motion will not affect the 
prayers. Therefore, I am in support of 
the Motion. Thank you. 

Mr M. Onyeze (lgbo-Eze North I):· 
Mr Speaker, you may recall that the 

House has been treating matters on this 
disaster from petroleum pipe lines, and 
in •!I particular, a . Motion 'which we 
handled here as was brought by the hon. 
Member for Uzo-Uwani (Mr Chigbo). 
He did an extensive work to show that 
each State needs State Emergency 
Relief Committee as a Sub-Organ of the 
National Emergency Relief Agency 
which takes care of people in this type 
qf problem. 

[, 

Therefore, I feel that we should have 
an additional prayer to this Motion 
which could urge the State Executive, 
that is, His Excellency, to set up without 
further delay, the State Emergency 
Relief Committee so that whenever we 
have this type of matter in the State 
(interruptiom~ 

I 

·I Mr Speaker: Order! · The hon . 
Member for lgbo-Eze North I (Mr 
Onyeze) should realize that the proposal 
he is now making, I remember, was 
contained in the Motion brought in here 
by the hon. Member for Uzo-Uwani (Mr 
Chigbo). I do not know why it is being 
brought in here again. 

'· Mr Onyeze: May be, like the hon. 
Member for Awgu North (Mr Enebe) 
pointed out, we pass Motions but may 
be the effects are not felt outside 
elsewhere. I think it is better if we 
remind the Executive either in form of a 
fresh prayer that we really need this 
(Interruptions~ 

j :1.'11 

:I 
II 
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Mr Speaker: There is no need for a 
fresh prayer, what we can do is to pass 
this Motion and then send a letter to 
remind His Excellency of our previous 
prayers in other Motions. 

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo-Uwani): Mr 
Speaker, permit me to add some 
amendments to what I have said. And ·. 
personally ... (Interruptions) 

Mr Speaker: Order! No! No' 

Mr Chigbo: Can I say something? 
I' 
I 
I 

Mr Speaker: There is a Motion and 
debate on the Motion is going on and 
someone now says that he wants to add 
oil and salt to the Motion. 

Mr Chigbo: Mr 
supporting the Motion 
something? 

Speaker, in 
can l say 

Mr Speaker: Fine, the hon . Member 
for Uzo-Uwani (Mr Chigbo) can now 
go on. 

Mr Chigbo: Mr Speaker, I am one 
of the victims of this oil spillage. At 
times, my Colleagues call me oil 
spillage, I think so. In fact, I think I , 
have presented more than three Motions 

1
, 

on this issue. .on the Motion from the ' 
Leader of the , House, Mr Speaker, at 
that page one, there is nothing like 
Ogwugu in Oboli, we have 'Ogwurugu 
in Oboli '. 

Mr Speaker: I think it is a simple 
correction, it has to be corrected. 

Mr Chigbo: Mr Speaker, I am in full 
support of both prayers and the contents 
if Ogwurugu in Oboli is corrected 

;u 

' because the harm is still going on in my 
. place.' Adani is a market place and 
neither the NNPC nor any of the 
organizations has visited that place. 
And I said it before on this Floor of the 
House that the entire Anambra State is 
resident at Adani because of the 
ed tuation of the kerosene and fuel. 
Th~: thing is still continuing in Oboli . 

I!\ 
\, 

· So, Mr Speaker, the guideline, which 
I have presented to you, where the 
Federal Government made it mandatory 
that they will never come to the aid of 
any ' State that does not have State 
Emergency Management Agency 
(SEMA), is there Mr Speaker. If this 
House passes this Motion for twenty 
times 11H without the Executive 

·' 
inaugurating this thing, the Federal 
Government will never come to our aid . 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member for 
l_Jzo-Uwani (Mr Chigbo) should realize 
that I do not like people drawing us 
backward.•, When the hon. Member for 

'II 
Awgu • North (Mr Enebe) raised this 
issue,\\'! re~nember~d I said that the Clerk 
of thei.

1

,Hduse, in ~e~ding this Motion to 
the Executive, should now remind them 
to implement this, and also ask them to 
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~~, I I ' ' \,. rJP, '1: . 

set up this Committee. •· I do not1~, kn?~ j' . Ru)es. As from today, I want to make it 

wh>' ~e : is,. raisin~ it ag;~in. J~ :·'I,~ ·~:·i ', ~~~~ ,:p eve.?' clear that if:there is a Motion on 
, . ,, 1

1
: ·· 'f•l 1 the Floor, whatever we are debating, on 

'•·I ' I Mr Chigbo: Mr Speaker,.! am,sorry. : the. only person that has the right of 
' " ' I'\!, It I · reply is the Mover of the Motion. But 

M r Speaker: The only person who like I said, I am sure that most of us are 
can address the House again is the not familiar with the Rules . I will allow 
Mover of that Motion . He, has the right the hon. Deputy Leader to go ahead and . 
of reply, to de~end himself. I ' 11 11,1· \ :':' J propose his amendment. 

1 , , · ~~. !i;: · ~r · . ~~~· .. 
It is not conventional that '' when, a !• •• Deputy Leader: Thank you. Mr 

I . I 1111~ ' '· I l'o ' 
member· wants to talk, he just says one I•, Speaker, in prayer' 2, "that the State and 

~~ 

or two things and sits down only to rise ,,. Federal Governments come to the 
again and say he wants to talk. t '! 'I .immediate rescue of the people of 

Deputy Leader: Thank you . I hope 
the law is no respecter of anybody. The 
rule is very clear. All of us shoulo now 

I' 1 tl •t 

adhere to it. I know why I am sa~ing;it. : 
There is no sacred cow. I am aware that , ·!II 
the h?n~:,Member for 1 A~g~ Nort,h, (~rl I, 
Enebe); who is talking, spoke more th,an 1 

. /T . · ) ' 1,11 I 
two times ... 11nterruptwns '!i• ' 

' ++ I I I'!'J! l;':. I 

M r Speaker: The Deputy Leader 
should address the Speaker, not the hon. 
Member for Awgu North (Mr Enebe) 

. I • 
' '· II ,, !:' l 1•1. I I 

Mr · Enebe: Information,! Mr; 
speaker, my information is that ~e ~a.Y : 1 

I ' lilt" be laying a bad foundation, 1!if my 
Colleague is now telling us that Order 

should apply to everybody. 1. '.:· 1 

Mr Speaker: Please let me make an 
appeal. The appeal I want to make is 
that we are still in a learning process. ,. 

Okpokwu Mgbuji Community in Eha
Amufu LGA in terms of relief package". 
Mr Speaker, I believe that the NNPC is 
a federal project, so calling on the state 
government to come with a relief 
pa~kage will be contradictory. 

I 

··I I 

The amendment I want to propose is 
that instead of saying that the State and 
the Federal Governments should come 
to the rescue of the people, it is better to 
say that the Federal government do 
come to the aid of Okpokwu 
Community in Eha-Amufu LGA, in 
terms of relief package and not the State 
a~? Federal government. Thank you, 
Mr Speaker. 

Most of us are not familiar with · our I 

.} .. l" ... ·~II'' 356 I 

Leader: Mr Speaker, on the 
amendment the Deputy Leader (Mr 
Anikwe) is making, I do not think that it 
is necessary. The people of Eha-Amufu 
belong to Enugu State, and I do not 

think that there is any thing wrong if the 

I 
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state government comes to the relief of 
the people even though the NNPC 
belongs to the federal government. The 
state can equally aid them. The people 
are in Enugu State and I do not think 
that the state government should wait 
for the federal government when people 
in Enugu State are dying. They have to . 
do something. Thank you. 

Mr Onoh: Thank you, Mr Speaker, I 
stand to second the amendment 
proposed by the Deputy Leader. 

Mr Speaker: So, the hon. Memb~'r 
for Enugu North (Mr Onoh) does not 
want the explanation given by the 
Leader? 

An hon. Member: No; No; 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, I have risen 
to say that what the Leader said is very 
correct. 

Mr Speaker: You know that a 
Motion has been moved and seconded. 
What determines whether what the ' 
Leader said is relevant or not is when 
we put the Question. 

• I 

Mr Enebe: If we are askmg the state 
government to set up a relief agency, it 
is the state government · that will do it' 
through the agency. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, an amendment was 

proposed and inspite of the Leader's 
explanation the hon. Member for Enugu 
North (Mr Onoh) has seconded that 
Motion . I think that the only wayout is 
to, put the Question. 

,ilil't ' 
I •d 

1 Mr Odo: Mr Speaker, I have an 
info:rmation that may make you not to 
put the Question. What I just wanted to 
point out is that this is just an 
amendment. It is not just enough for a 
Motion to be seconded and now you just 
put , thel'i Question. : If you propose a 
Motion 11

:' for amendment, people are 
,) 

bou'nd to1 contribute 1 
••• (Interruptions) 

I
t•; 

~~ ';, · I . 

. Mr Speaker: I disagree with you. 
I I 

We have the rules of debate whereby, if 
you propose an amendment, and the 
amendment is seconded, that I put the 
Question, the only way you can defeat 
the proposed amendment is by saying 
no, when the Question is put. 

)1: 

Mr Odo: Mr Speaker, it is at your 
discretion. You can allow a debate or 
comtne~ts 1 and you may wish not to 
allow any. Please, I am humbly 
contributing that the Motion as it is, is 
O.K. The reason being that if the state 
government on its own volition even 

I" ' 

decides to go to Uzo-Uwani just like the 
I lo · 

hon .'i Member I for . Uzo-Uwani (Mr 
ChiJbo) was ' suggesting, pending the 
inte~ention of the Federal Government 
or e~~n Aninri, it is not wrong. 
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I i i ~; i I I ' ' 'I 

,, , I '"I I <I,;, • .. 1 
So, I appeal to my Colleagues to ,, I iL ·. Mr Speaker: This is a Motion on 

I I . I 

withdraw the proposed a~endment~;,1 ··I •1 1 Urgent Public Importance. The rule is 
· . ' ' •· 111 · / .; already suspended. 

Deputy Leader: Thank you ·, Mr 
Speaker, we are here in Democracy.' Mr 
Speaker, since the Federal Government 
cannot come in, the Motion can ,now 

I I 

stand as it is. Therefore, amendment ~s , , 
jll !' 

proposed, by the hon. Deputy Lr~?er ;is ~~~ 
hereby w,ithdrawn (Laughter) . ~~li r:: ~/r 

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr 
' I 

Speaker, I have risen to supp011 the I 
Motion as moved by the Deputy Leader. ' 
In view of this, I move that the Question 
be now put. 

Mr Speaker: If you 
Motion ·where it says 

r 
affected 1 areas in Enugu 
;know before now, this 
(Interruption.s). 

t' .·1 II' t 

I!,,, " 't, 
look· J, at ~e · I 

'other~! s'4:ch 
I ·I• ·I , ' State;,,,· Vou. 

f: ., 
oil spillage. 

II I 

iii ' ' ' 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi N01th): Mr 
Speaker, if you remove Enugu State, it 
will now read, 'other such affected 

, ' I 1" J areas . ·· 1•1·/ ~ : I 

•1 ]it, r~ 1 ) ,: ~. 
I ! ,,1 1~ 1 I' 

II' ~· 
Mr . Speaker: What . 1 you ,/1: shduld 

know is that what is happen ing
1
' in Abi~ 

or Ebonyi State effects Aninri, that is 
very simple. So, we put Enugu and 
other affected States. 

Mr Njeze: Mr Speaker, may I beg
the leave of the House in respect ,to ,, ., 

Order 25 to enable me (lnterrup{io1·f ' 

·~/ ' '''l 11 

Mr Njeze: Thank you for the 
information. My amendment in prayer 
one is that we expunge in Enugu State 
since we have in other areas in Enugu 
State. 

I 
I 

,II 

Mr Speaker: That is all right. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River) : Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to second the 
Motion as moved by the hon . Member 
for Udi North (Mr Njeze) 

· Question put and agreed to. 

/Mr Amu: Mr Speaker,. I formerly 
n!ove that the Question be now put. 

Question, That the Question be now 
put, put and agreed to. 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

1 , Resolved: 
·:~ 1. That this honourable House 

calls on the office of the 
Presidency to direct NNPC to 
replace all the oil pipelines at 
Okpokwu Mgbuji and other 
such affected areas in Enugu 
State and other States of the 
Federation. 
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That the State and Federal 
Governments come to the 
immediate rescue of the 
people of Okpokwu Mgbuj i 
Community in Eha-Amufu 
Local Government Area in 
terms of relief package . 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Committee Meetings 

Mr Speaker: The House Committee 
on Information will meet on the risihg 
of the House. Venue, Room 199, 
Chairman' s office. 

The House Committee on Education 
will meet today on the rising of the 
House in the Chairman's Office, Room 
216. Signed Hon. (Nze) Onyeze. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, 
hon. Colleagues, may I move that the 
House do now adjourn till Tuesday, 4th 

November, 2003 at 10 a.m. Thank you. ' 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to second the 
Motion for adjournment. Thank you . 

Mr J. N. Anichukwu (Nkanu East):\
1 

Mr Speaker, in supporting the Motion 
for adjournment, I wish to observe that . 
this House is doing a very good 
renovation. I am very happy to witness 

718 

this House in this shape for once. There 
is no hon. Member in the House today 
who is not happy watching the House in 
Session in this shape. I believe that 
some adjustments will still be done so 
that ,\'we do not have to bend down 
before the microphone. Thank you . 

!l 1·111 . 
li \ 

Call on ENSEP A 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North): Further 
supporting the Motion for adjournment, 
Mr Speaker, I "wish to pray your good 
offic~~· to call on the authority of the 

' I ENSEPA to take care of ou.r compound 
at\1\hoth the House of Assembly and the 
L I . I ~ . Q eg1s at1ve uarters. 
I ·'' I· I 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this . House do now 
adjourn till Tuesday, 4th November, 
2003 at 10 a.m. 

~·~' ,\1\1 
Adjourned accordingly at 1.45 p .m. 
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ORDER OF THEDA Y 
.:1. ''I" 1· ,. " ll ! " ' ~ ~~ 

ENUGU STATE OE N19ER~t 
1 

i: .j, 
Tuesday, 4117 November, 2003. 

(Fhe House met at 10 a.m.) 

PRAYERS l,' •I :t 1i: 1:ti 
Itt. '''l' , "· I•· I ·~ ! 
·it• .t, 

i (Mr Speaker in the Chair) jli:~ 
I • ·. ·.1 .~111 

' 'I' . 111 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS : 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, the Votes and Proceedings 
of Thursday, 30th October, 2003 , is . 
before us. I have gone through j· th~mf :! 
and found them to be correct. Ho\}"ever, · 
'I need your comments .. Thank you. · ·1

1

11 . ' 

' ' I : .I : 'I 1 ',
11

1 .llij 
I ,\ I· I' I ! I ll 

· Mr , C. Ugwu (Enugu East),: Mr l 
Speaker Sir, I have · equally dl gone 
through the Votes and Proceedings and 
found them to be correct. I therefore 
move for their adoption. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu 1 Sout~): Mr , 
Speaker Sir, I rise to second the Motion. · .. !1

1 

I ' ' ,,,,I ~I' 1
·11' 

I ' 1'1" . '[ ~~~ 
Question put and agreed to: 1,1~ ' 1 

t:i ~~!f 
I 

Votes and Proceedings of Thursday 
3d17 October, 2003 accordingly I 
adopted. 

j tl :r 
. ~-.. /'H r~ 

I'' .:::1 ~H '(' 
I "' ' ·: ' jll 'I 

I • I ~~ 

I ' •, ; 1: ; ' f' ~' ,I, I j 
I . :' ~· : I ! I? ! j; I -li 

l.l MOTION 

Stabilization of Value of Nigerian 
Currency in the World Market 

:I Deputy Leader (Mr Atigwe): 
Information. Mr Speaker, Sir, my 
information is that I listened to the 

·'' t' radio (exactly the day before yesterday) 
that carried the proceedings of the 
House, and I felt embarrassed in some 
areas of the news comments. That 
embarrassment is the inability of the 
Reporter to report accurately the 
Motion we passed on matter of urgent 
public importance. 

~Mr Speaker: What you are saying is 
,. not on the Order Paper; you ·should give 
u~ , information based on the Order 
Paper. 

Deputy Speaker: My information 
is on the Motion we just passed ... 

1 Mr Speaker: Excuse me. It is not 
the time to give such information. 
I' 

I , 

r•:·Mr D. Ani (Enugu South 1 ): Mr 
Speaker Sir, may I move the Motion 
standing in my name: That the Enugu 
State House of Assembly do urge the 
National Assembly to urge the Federal 
Government to devise means of 
stabilizing the value of Nigerian 
Currency in the World Market. 

~ I 

I 
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Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I wish to second the 
Motion. 

Mr D. Ani: Section 16(1)(a) of the 
Nigerian Constitution of 1999 states: 

That the state shall within the 
context of the ideals and 
objectives for which provisions 
are made in the Constitution 
harness the resources of the 
nation and promote national 
prosperity and an efficient, . a 
dynamic and self reliant 
economy. 

This cannot be realized due to the 
devaluation of our currency in the world 
market, unless some possible strategic 
measures are evolved and implemented 
by the Federal Government in order to 
pinpoint the cause of the devaluation 
and also proffer possible solution to 
remedy the problems. This is essential 
if our economic capabilities will be felt 
in the world market; our terms of trade, 
balance of trade and balance of payment 

. I 

will be favourable. ' 11 

The resultant evil effects occasioned 
by this devaluation ofNigerian currency 
are innumerable. Imagine the drift of 
our best brains to western world and the 
gap created by such drift on human 
resources. 

If we take a memory down the Jane, 
Nigerian Currency was ranking high as 
far back as' late seventies and early 
eighties. 

The Naira has matching effect to the 
dollar and other currencies. But today, 
the reverse is the case. Looking 
inward, one would say that, that has had 
a glaring effect on economic quagmire 
of this country. It is unwholesome, 

~; unparq,onable and ungodly. My advice 
~· is .~ that;: Nigerians should not hide their 
· talents'. I know Nigeria has high impact 
resou~ces that can turn the economic 
table to the favour of the masses. 

PRAYERS: 
1 In 

11
view of the above illuminations, 

,may 
1
the hon. Members resolve as 

, I I 
J ollows: 
i ;' JH). ~ 

I J.~ !! J 
;I r: 

\1! . 
, ~ 11 

The National Economic 
Council of the prosperous 
Country do embark and re
engineer viable economic 
measures to strengthen the 
purchasing power of 
Nigerian currency to its 
status quo (ante) as it was 
during those glorious years. 
The Central Bank of Nigeria, 
being the financial king of all 
financial markets, devise 
means in conjunction with 
the . National ·Economic 
Council safeguard Nigerian 
external reserves and 
encourage international value 
of Nigerian Currency in the 
world market. 
That Nigerians do condemn , 
al! wasteful ventures ' and 
encourage domestic 

I j ~ ! :1 
investments and prudent 
management. ' 
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·· Deputy Leader: Mr Speak~r, S.jq back. Even though you can get money, 
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hon. Colleagues, if we .watch cai~fully ' it' ~annot buy you anything. Now, we 
and listen to the Mover, of this Motion, 1 begin to ask ourselves, what is 
we will discover that the Motion is ~ happening? Are we going backwards or 
reasonable. What is the objective this forward? That is what one Musician 
Motion is intending to achieve? The normally asks/sings: Which way 
objective the Motion intendp to achi~ve 1 , Nigeria? 
is to galvanize measures th~~ > ,mi. .~.'\ 
stabilize our currency. If you , w,atch~d :: ·"' 1 This all-important Motion seems to 
the T.V . Network news the p~evi~udi , re"incorporate the spirit that we are one 

.1. ! I' 

night, you will recall that the current ,, Nigeria and , · reawaken our 
L . 

exchange rate per dollar was one · ' consciousness in respect of all we are 
hundred and twenty Naira (Nl20) . •But ,! speaking about our currency. If one 
in the Stock Market yesterday, the thing goes to the market to purchase 
fell down to one hundred and eighty something today, and later goes to buy 
Naira per dollar. The information the same goods, the person will see that 
gathered was that the expenditure of an he will surely buy something which is 

' ,, I 

average Nigerian Youth was m9re t1~a11 1 less . 
·what is earned. 1Now, people ar~ jha~ing 
more appetite f~r fo~eigt;l e.vents.,,: If:lfwe ' 

1 
; So, Mr Speaker, Sir, . this Motion is 

can spend more than what we can earn,~' ' seeking that this honourable House 
we are actually going into the 'u,nstable 11 should ask the National Assembly to 
economic situation. · ·ii , j.,; , urge the Federal Government to devise 

I am sure that in the early 70s and 
80s, the exchange rate value was either 
one naira for two dollars or one naira 
per dollar. I think, most of us were not 

·~· ' r 
born at that time. We cannot.say today 
that the money I quoted or the number''1l 
quoted at that time was on paper. W.F 
need to go into the real aspect of it. The 
possibility is there, , for naira to go 
beyond one hundred and thirty naira per 

' I 

dollar. It is carried or spread all over 
what we call the Radio Nigeria News 
Programme, that is Media Link. The 
topic of today is Brain Drain in

1
Niger,ia. 

If you watch out, you will notice_
1 
that 

the effective and simplest means of 
stabilizing the value of Nigerian 
currency. Mr Speaker, I believe my 
hon. Colleagues, will equally have 
treasons to support my desire to this all
:important Motion. Thank you . 

I 
I 

1'' Mr Speaker: Thank you very much 
the hon. Deputy Leader for your nice 
input, I hope that you have finished 
your contribution. Though, your time is 
not yet exhausted. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
still have more things to say . . . 
(Laughter). 

"j Jl 
most Nigerians are out of the country . . 

' •Ill ' 
And they are no more eager to 'come 
' 1 ' ' I I ,, ill! ,J, 

Iii! .'I; 
1· ; . lol • ~ i ;;. ; 

' f l:ii 

' 

tl II 

I 
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Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, you all know that the rule 
of our game says 30 minutes. As it 
stands now, the Deputy Leader did not 
speak up to that. Therefore, if he 
wishes to continue, he can do that to 
complete his remaining time. . .1 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
thank you for doing justice to the period 
of my contribution. I have really not 
spoken up to 30 minutes. Therefore, 
thank you for allowing me to complete 
the remaining time over th is all
important Motion. I: 

Mr Speaker: Deputy Leader, ydu 
' can continue. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, the 
resume of my contribution is on the 
Nigerian Economic Council. This 
Motion is asking them to wake-up from 
their slumber if there is anything like 
that in Nigeria. He who spends more 
than he earns is even endangering his 
life. We need to know that we have to 
cut our cloth according to our sizd. 
What is prevailing now, is that one 
should cut one's cloth according to the 
cloth one can purchase; not even one's 
size. If your size is bigger than what 
your money can afford you better go 
and trim down your size to 
commensurate with what you can 
afford. 

. ' J· 
Mr Speaker, the Motion is equall'y 

extensive. 'The Nigerian Economic 
Council should equally face this 
challenge facing our economic affairs . 
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There is no need dodging it and there is 
no need hiding from the actual things 
happening in our economy. Our 
economy is very shaky and if economic 
power continues to dwindle or 
deteriorate, all of us will be victims Mr 
Speaker, at this point, I beg to rest on 
llly .. Seaf . 
; ,r 1 :r 
! ·I I •••i 

'I h ' Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu Sout ): Mr 
Speaker, my hon. Members, I am 
standing to support this Motion with 
some points. You know the currency of 
our nation is the crop of the economic 
activities. The value of naira has been · 
so I bastardized that it is not recognized 
in 11~ the international market a~d 

I· I 
something has to be done. What is to 
be il~orle is to .be interpreted from the 

1'prirlciple's of demand and supply. The 
economy will be boosted if production 
increases. It is not my duty to stand up 
here to dictate the policy the State 
,should , take but it is very important 
because: 

1. . If the Balance of Trade and 
'ii' Balance of payment goes up 

i 1 l:!tl. and if import values , goes 

l·~i' ~~~!I down our currency value will t: 'I I~~~~ 
!!:l1 ~I · !1 go up to a maximum level. 
'''' · ' And if import value goes 

down to a minimum level 
then the payment will be in 

,!ill 

favour ofNigeria. What I am 
saying is that the amount we . 
will now spend will be . 
somehdw: less than . what we 

·I 
were spending if the value of 
naira' is stabilized. 

.. 

.. 
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currency, by our people e;very petroleum product and lays more 
day will now come to a stop emphasis on agriculture, our economy 
because it is as a result of that will be in a better shape. What I am 
value of foreign currency that ' saying is that if we give our agricultural 
made them to run away. :, I, products attention, we will have more 
myself am eve~ planning to ~~ to: spend and if we have agricultural 
_leave this country; bu~j,;i ~Ju 'i~/ pr?ducts and petroleum products we 
no~ leave because I am rr,art -~fll. Will even have more to spend and the 
it. It is our ' duty' to see thatfJ. country will be very buoyant. 
our currency is stabilized no1 
matter the value we are 
getting from either dollar, o~ 'I 
pound sterling. We can make 
our own to be increased more 
than whatever we are getting 
from 1 outside. Therefore; if : 
possible , we, ' shou jd "/

1
/1 d61 

whatever is needed to. see, that 
1

.- • the value· -of our Nair~ 'is 
•tf 1' ~. 

increased and to do that is to 
. h d . II . 'I h' mcrease t e pro uctton m t e 

II ' economy. _, I 

Mr Speaker, the reason the value of 
, naira is falling is because we derive our 

revenue from one source. If we think 
of other means of getting revenue or 
income not only from oil, and if we 
invest on agriculture as well as our oil 
we will definitely spend less in foreign 
exchange. So, Mr Speaker, may I take 
tpe leave of thi~ House to suspend Rule 
No. 25 of this House to enable me make 
an additional prayer to the prayers. 

Mr Obidinma: Thank you Mr. 
So, my hon. Colleagues, I think you 

should support this Motion and urge the 
National Assembly to do something and 

I 'I I • I~ 

Speaker, the prayer is that the Federal 

1 
Government should lay more emphasis 

1- on agriculture so that less foreign 
exchange will be invested on food 

1 items. 
then call on the necessary organs and 

1 II j, t·d 
agencies that are concerned

1
••as far it_ as 

I II' •, !I 
currency and monetary, po_Ucies are .::: 
concerned in this country to stabilize 
our economy. Thank you, Mr Speaker. · 

- . 
i ., I 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to support this 
very important Motion. My Speaker, 
the main reason the value of Nigerian . 
Currency is falling is that we lay more I 

emphasis on our oil. w"e) us~ '·~nly 
, -money from oil to finance othefi things , 
, we need. Mr Speaker,' I believ~ that if r•f 

I 
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~ oJ II. I, 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second the 
amendment as proposed by the hon. 
Member for Oji River (Mr Obidinma) . 

Question put and agreed to . 

Mr J. Obidinma: Thank you Mr 
Speaker, having made the addendum, I 
want to beg this honourable House to 
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please do this Motion a 
passing it. 

', •\j!. \n· 
favour ·\by · ·1' With this, Mr Speaker, I urge my 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr 
Speaker, I think that this is an importanr 
Motion. It is very important in the 
sense that the value of the Naira is . 
going down every day and it me. ~:l I. 
believe that this is because wf:/ depend\~ 
solely on foreign goods without having lt 
our own industries, and as we all know,\' 

I 

any country that depends on other 
countries for their survival will find it 

Colleagues to support this Motion 
because it is an important Motion. 
Thank you . 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Mr 
Speaker, I rise to support this Motion 
for the stabilization and increment in 
jll . 

the value of our Naira. ,r support it 
bec~use it is very important to the lives 

''\1 ' lof· the people of this State and this 
nation. · 

difficult to survive, economy wise. We A currency without value is 
do not have industries in our country meaningless, in fact it is like an 
that are viable. Even the ones that are \ ordinary paper. But I know, Mr 
in operation are not meeting up the 1

1
. Speaker, that the value of any currency 

·II 
required standards.· 11, • • ~'- \ Jt \il· ,depends on the level of poverty of the 

: ' •· · 11: . people. And the level of poverty of 
Another problem we are having is \\[, Nigerians are what is being reflected on 

non-encouragement of talents, becau'se, :: · the value of the naira. This level of 
we believe in tribalism. Unless we ' poverty is brought about by the constant 
reverse and encourage talents in our down fall in production. 
country, I do not think that our 
economy will reverse, especially the · The level of production in this 
value of our currency. I think that 1 country has fallen so low that 80 
talents have to be encouraged so as to percent of Nigerians are not productive, 
uplift the value of our currency. ' .. ,' l'\.1 a~~~. 'thi~. ,80 percent depends, solely on 

• · ,:1 ~~ • the 20% that are productive and so 
Another thing is that .in the pa~t sot . ~.t th~r~ is selrious need that. we call on the 

and 60s, we normally expo~ 1i National : Assembly · to carry the 
agricultural products such .. as Cocoa, message to the Federal Government, 
Rubber and Cotton but now, the because it is not within our legislative 
strength of our agriculture is going list. 
down every day, and it is affecting our 1 

economy badly. , ,,., \ \It is 1for the Federal Government to 
' ; ,, \1dofsomething and do it urg~ntly; so that • 

Just like the last Spe~ker has saiF, w~1., 11 \ l.h~ill fa~! in li?e .~i~h they/ishes bfthe 
have to encourage agnculture so ,as ro Jr:l !Weop' le' s DemocratiC Party because they 
boost our economy and our currency. ·· · . ~~ant, to alleviate poVerty. Because it, is 

\i.l! 'likl the Mover of this Motion said, in 
I ~! '' I ,,. ;r i 
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strong. I , recalJl that 1e~en petrol :J\Vas 12'11 : the House to suspend Order No. 25 so 
kobo per litre. But " as production that I can move for an addition to the 
continued to decrease, the paper value prayers ofthis Motion . 
of our currency continued to decrease 
and we have what we are facing today. 

'I[ I' I I i! 1!1• ~ , . jt· ~~ 
Mr 1 ~peaker, I believe that i~J;,t,ell iJ;lg1 ~j 

the National Assembly to vest Jt , upon li 
' I I 1~1' I' 

the Federal Government · td do , 
something to beef Up the value of the• I• 
Naira, we need ' to make 'I some: I· 
suggestions. That is why this Order No. , 
25 is already suspended. I want to 
move for an addition to the Prayers. 
That addition is to call on the Federal · 

: Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr 
Speaker, I wish to second the Motion as 
moved by the han. Member for Udi 

I ' 

North (Mr Njeze). ' 
')• I' 

t 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Njeze: Thank you Mr Speaker. 

Government ... (interruptions) 1 ;:J, .Jl., .f·!'l increase our level of production so that 
, . '' 1 ·~~ ' it will help to beef up the value of our 

My proposed amendment or additional 
prayer is that the National Assembly 
ca,lls on the Federal Government to 

Mr Speaker: 1' That O~der No~ 25. is naira to attain the desired · increase in 
not, suspended permanently. 

1 
',, It j is H ed~cation, agriculture and ·other areas 

because ?f. the firs~ addition t~~t · 'Y~ ! ' thfit we have production going on in the 
suspende~ It. So If ,you ~ant ,,l 1us · fO . country. 
suspend It, you may move your. own 
Motion straight. ' 

Mr Njeze: Thank you Mr Speaker. 
May I seek the leave of the House , to 

' I ~ •I , 

suspend Order No. 25 to enable me ;~·'· 
move ' a, Motion to tell tf:ze ' {,ede~a1 1:; 
GovernlJ!ent to beef up our1 proqitction_

1 
· 

level so that when our production '' 
I \" ~ 

increases, the value of our currency will 
I I 

I rise. 

Mr Speaker: The han. Member for 
Udi North should note that somebody 
else had already spoken on agriculture. 
He can now bring a different item in his 
own amendment. 
' i i 

I ' 
1·Mr Njeze: Thank you, Mr Speaker 

the amendment is that the Federal 
' Government increases areas of 
production in the country. 

Mr Speaker: What you are doing is Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr 
O.K., but what you have to do is seek Speaker, I have risen to second the 
the leave of the House to suspend Orger, . Motion as moved by the han. Member 
No. 25, then someo~e ¥fill sespnd,r it lj · for Udi North (Mr Njeze) . 
before you can go : ahead with the ', . 1 ' • 

. . ,;' '"I 'l' . additiOnal prayer. .
1 

:. : •.• 1 1 :•. 1'~ , ill .I il: ,~, ·1· Question put and agreed to. 
• ·1 t . 1 

1, • ~ q j· ~ r 'I· f 1 ' ~I 1 , ,.1 I 
''I' It 
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Mr Njeze: Mr Speaker, bon. thbse 1ofus who want to agree in totality 
Members, I believe that when the with the Motion might have spoken, 
various activities in the school are then you can come up with your own 
improved, more of our people will be comments. 
comfortable. I believe that my Fellow 
hon . Members will pass this Motion to 
enable us see what we can do for our 
people. Thank you . ,, ., ... 

Leader (Mr Ebenyi) Mr Speaker, I 
want to comment on the Motion as 
moved by the hon . Member for Enugu 
South I (Mr Ani). Mr Speaker, first of 
all, there is no human being in this 
country that will not support the idea of 
stabilizing the naira. If any 
Government comes into power, its 
primary aim will be to improve the 
economy of the country it wants :to 
govern . I know that the issue 'of 
currency stabilization depends on 
market forces all over the world. In this 
country, I do not think the issue of 
stabilizing our currency (Interruption). 

Mr Speaker: If the hon . Leader 
wants to speak against this Motion he " 
should wait, if he , has reasons to 
disagree with the Motion he ·should 
allow others who are in favour of the 
Motion to speak first. If he is making 
comments based on the Motion, he 
should tell us his own opinion which 
may directly or indirectly have effect on 
this Motion. 

·I 

Leader: I just want to make some 
comments. 

l' 
I 

Mr Speaker: That is what I ath 
saying. You can just hold on when 

Mr E. Eze (Udenu): Mr Speaker, 
this Motion is very laudable and I am 
inclined to support it. I want to refer, 

I ju'st a's the Mover has done; to the 
!
11
period"'between 1976 and 1986. I had a 

u re~so~11 
tb send school fees to my ward 

in America and at that period the value 
of our naira was the highest in the 
world . It was at that time, sixty-two 
kobo to a dollar and we know that today 
•th'e d6llar 'is the· pacesetter among all 
the cu'rrencies in the world. 
I t, .,. ' .• I I I 

,, " \1' ) I I I I: 
1 bne ·can' appre~iate and understand 
h If H' ' . h N ' . h d t at t ere was a .. ttme w en tgena a 

li 'the str~ngest currency in the world. We 
ma:Y ask ourselves why. By then we 
had a diversified viable economy just 
like some people have mentioned 
agriculture. We had the cocoa; and we 
had palm produce. We had various 
agricultural products that were not 
covered by God's creation and so our 
I :111• 
economy was buoyant and our currency 

\ .~a~ ~·trong; , by then we were 
1prdgreksing.

1
0ne of the Heads of States 

then came and shattered everything; oil 
was discovered and emphasis was 
shifted to oil. That is our bane. We 
have abandoned .: the bird that laid the 
gol.denjl eggs and shifted all our hopes , 
and emphasis on our economy to oil. . 
I 1[', ,, I ' ' ,, ' 

.,., ,, 1Jf. ,f ' I ' I I I.: :... •II' '! If I 

' 'tl'he ' income 'from oil spoilt Nigeria. 
W,dJi. neglected those ' things that were 
n.a~r~l lJo our land; those productive 

i 
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areas that were indigenous to us that I Constitution to ensure that our naira 
earned the fathers of this Nation foreign stabilizes. We should also try 
exchange, and we vested all our hopes augmenting our agricultural base so that 
on oil. we curb our excesses towards foreign 

• , 
1 1 

, · ; . goods to encourage the growth of local 
Many of our leaders .said ~~at rri~.*y ;If .~: industries . 

was not 
1
the problem m th1s , country . ~· d , , 

Following . this , belief, people; bec~!lle ,. ~~~ . Mr Speaker, Sir, :, while supporting 
complacent and no longer believed in l'fthe t Motion, I urge the Federal 
hard work. There was oil boom and ' Government to do something urgently 
money was flowing everywhere. In the ' to ensure that the naira stabilizes. 

' 80s, the value of naira suddenly started · 
falling. How do we stop the drift? Mr Speaker: I thank the hon . 
Nobody raised eyebrow. Agriculture Member for Udenu (Mr Eze) . If you 
was completely neglected. The nation.. . look , at this Motion and also look at 
started embarking , on white ' elephant•· r Section 6 of the Constitution, they talk 

· projects, hosting African Fystival j o( . 'of what the Executive can do on th is 
Arts and Culture. Our taste and valud I issue'. I strongly believe that the 
system ' was' thrown to · 1th'e ~inds J 1r,j liegislature can do something to stabilize 
Maintenance culture was never thoughti) ! the ,currency in this country. I also 

' ' ' of as everybody believed that th~ il ~il l, strongly believe that the President is 
and money derived therefrom was deeply concerned about this issue and 
inexhaustible. with the recent deregulation policy, the 

naira will surely stabilize in no distant 
future. There was mismanagement of the 

nation's resources and the value. of 1ou~, 
currency kept on going · down!1 n:l Mrs C. Ene (Udi South): Mr 
Promotion of . planned ' and bal~rced ' 'K Speaker Sir, I want to chip in one point. 
economic 'development and the' ma~erial 

1
.,; I think that one of the reasons why our 

resources of the nation was not 1 naira did not stabilize is that we do not 
harnessed and distributed properly to 
serve the common good. The economic 
system was operated in such a mann~r 
as to permit the concentration of wealth 
or the means of production and 

patronize made in Nigeria goods. If we 
!. do that, I do not think our naira will 

continue to depreciate. If everybody 
can patronize made in Nigeria goods, 
our naira will surely stabilize. 

~xc.h~nge in the , ~ands o~ •. 1f7 'iY i• " 
md!viduals. 1 •

1 'j . 1•· 11.·
1 I therefore support the Motion and 

call on hon. Members to do so. I want 
to make an amendment to prayer one . 

1 r· 'ij. :l·' ; 
We '.' are :urging i·· I the ,· Feder~il .;,· 

I : • ~. , ·'I I! . fl 

Government to go forward 1•
1
' anp .1 ! 

implement in totality section 16 of th~ . 
' I 'I ' ' ' ' h 

I ' 

I 

.:,f:.,l 
: ltl 
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l:;il 
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May I move that Order No. ' 25 be 
suspended to enable me do that. 
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Mr Eze: Mr Speaker Sir, I second ,, ~: thereafter, everybody focused on 
the Motion . 

Question put and agreed to . 

Mrs Ene: In prayer one, remove 
purchasing power and insert measure to 
strengthen. 

. mineral oil. I am in support of this 
Motion because if you look at the 
economic programme which was 
introduced by Gen. Olusegun Obasanjo, 
it was mainly towards improving our 

1 economy. When we are talking about 
products and the manufacturing sector 

1 in Nigeria, we are suggesting ways of 
Mr Speaker: The two words are not tl; i1~proving our economy. This shows 

the same. f tnat We need progress in our economy . 

Mr Njcze: Mr Speaker, Sir, hon . 
Colleagues, I rise to second the 
amendment proposed by hon. Member 
for Udi South (Mrs Eneh). Thank you. 

Questior: put and agreed to. 1'' 
I 

Leader:' Mr Speaker, Sir, non. 
Colleagues, [ just want to protect the 
interest of my Constituency, so that, 
when we pass this Bill, it will be on 
record that Isi-Uzo Constituency 
contributed to the stabilization of the 
value of our currency. 

Recently, there · was the issue of 
revitalization and management of our 
Oil Refinery. All these efforts are 
geared towards improving the value of 
Naira: 

If i, II!: 
·~~''Iii: Let us talk a~out privatization. We 
· ,,, have , a' lot of industries in our ' country 
·.:' t~at !';,are rnarketable. Now the 
! Government wants to privatize them. 
·· When all these industries are privatized, 
they will attract foreign investors. The 
foreigners will then come and join in 
the production of the Nigerian products 
and nelp to advertise them. Our people 
will ·be employed or engaged in 

Mr Speaker, Sir, .• most people who ~.·1' econo.'mic activities; an.d all these will 
1 

• I' "r!l ' ' · have spoken on this Motion'· h'ave :II increa;:;e the value of our currency. 
pointed OLJt, where our economy went W• ~han~! you'. ' l ' I 

off the track. Well, our problem in t~is i~: 
1
\: :.,j-::: It 1, :, 

country is non-diversification of our f ·•· Mr , Njeze: Information! The 
economy. ff we can diversify our information I want to give is that the 
economy without depending much on patience the present Nigerians should 
petroleum sector, we can invest more on have 1, for the ., present administration 
agriculture to increase food production seerh'~d to have been exhausted because 
in order to increase our foreign 1 ·b'y I 999 when this Government' came 
exchange rate. Before ' we were l! ,i91 'the value of naira was exchanging at' 
produci~g Palm Oil in' the East, whiJJ in ' ' •$,j ('one dollar)'' to NI 15 (on~ hundred 
the North we had groundnuts and in 'the ,, a~d fifteen ' naira) but naira today has 
West we had Cocoa Plantation; ll:jl g9ne ldown to Nl40 (one hundred and 
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forty naira) to $1 (one dollar) . ' · If find any arrangement to stablise the 
anybody is to be patient ~ith ' somebody value of o.ur currency in the world 
working in his house, that person should market And equally, we have to call 
be patient on the ground , ·that , he is on ;other State Houses of Assembly to 
seeing the ·part of the ' hotise 1j bring ,J dis?tiss with Mr President in order to 

roofed an,d not s~eing t~e· r.·oof;~ ?eing,'
1 

11' fin~f. the way forwa~d in stabilizing our 
removeq. 1 That IS 

1
, the . mfopnat1o,n. X I, ~copoi?y . 1• 

· want to give. Thank you.. 1 
· , ~~~!, , , j . Ui · 1 , 

! , • ';I ' .J 11 Mr F. E. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr 
Deputy Leader 1 · (Mr Anikwel. /,,

1 
Speaker, I have risen to support this 

Information! Mr I Speaker, ' the I very important Motion. It is very clear 
information I want to give is on the to all of us here that the greatest 
Motion we passed last week urging the problem in this country in terms of 
National Assembly to dualize the : naira instability or of our economy is 

• 'I I I 

Enugu-L<?koja-Abuja Road. : 
1
, Y~W m,e ,

1
r',/ our people's craze for foreign products 

aware t?~t the Fed~ral .qoyer~1nt' J~s ... i ~~ a~oth~r impo~.ant proble~ facing 
no~ vigorously carrymg oud~ ro~d . . the

1 
naira IS the a!lmg mdustnes . We 

maintena~ce. 11" •.: . ; :~j f ''/ . . 1 ~( jii/ JI'j'l: car} .~11 come ' up . to agree .on , how to 
, • , I • i 1;

11
, ' 1/ ~ l sta~Ihze the economy by means of 

Another information is that if you are ;· ii~creasing our agricultural products and 
in Nigeria, you will come to realiz'e thht then beef-up our foreign earnings, and 
the Chairman of the Nigerian Railway if all these things are done, I believe our 
Corporation was fired because he led economy will no doubt be stabilized. 
the Company into. unnecessary Thank you, Mr Speaker, I now move 
criticism. ; We cannptr . s.~~ ; tgat~ that the Question be now put 
every~ody must know everythmg ' ~patJ :' 
he has to do. If we know what w.''. e have.:j't. '''I Question, That the Question be now 

I 111 'I II 11 . 
to do, we will not have any problem iq 1 put, put and agreed to. 
doing . all that we want to do;~·· This ' ' · 
Motion is a sum prayer, that is, pointing'' 11 

'· Main Question put and agreed to. 
it out to the National Assembly to · 
wake-up.and even if they know it, that 
they should wake-up and now be. 
stronger in stabilizing our currency, that 
is what we mean and not that we should 

j, I ' I I 1 li' 
be patient until we al.i are dead.!l(iJ·',· ''f!''.(./t.·'.!j 

• I • ' ~:~ j, I 

1 Mr ',. Speaker: ; 4-galn ; we• t·are ~~ n?} ,, ·111 
asking the National Assembly to e~s11re "1

, 

that the value of naira is stabilized / but ,;! 
I I ' '. 

we are asking the Nat!onal Assembly to :: 
' I 

.. ; I ~~ "i 

,;';. II 
, ')· I 

n< •I 

! ···:I 

:j' 
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Resolved: 
1) That the National Economic 

Council of this prosperous 
country do embark and re
engineer viable economic 
.measures to strengthen the 
purchasing power of 
Nigerian ' Currency to its 

· status quo (ante, as it was 
during those glorious years). 
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\' · ~ ' \ll' '• l ' ,. . 
That the Central Bank of ' , ~ 

1 

, ··;' REPORT. OF THE JOINT 
Nigeria, being the financial ~r COMMITTEE ON CIDEFTAINCY 
king of all financial Markets,' !·. ;; AND JUDICIARY ON THE BILL 
devise means in conjunction FOR A LAW TO M AKE 
with the National Economic . PROVISION FOR THE 
Council , to safeguard ESTABLISHMENT, STRUCTURE, 
Nigerian external reserves I COMPOSITION OF THE ENUGU 
and encourage international ' •,, ' STATE COUNCIL OF 
value of Nigerian Currency in , , TRADITIONAL RULERS 
the World Market. o~t :t :;u1 BILL NO. 4, 2003. 1 

'i 

That Nigerians do condemn 
all wasteful ventures and 
encourage domestic 
investments and prudent 
Management. 

That the Federal Government 
should lay more emphasis on 
agriculture so that less 
foreign exchange will \be 
invested on food items. 

That the Federal Government 

n:• " 'I ~~~~~ I 

•!I I ' 

);:" ·.\~ <.;itairman, House ~ommittee on 
1;, (j:hieftaincy (Mr Amu): Mr Speaker, 

Sir, sequel to the mandate given to the 
abovementioned Committee by the bon . 

. Speaker over the issue of giving the 
above Bill its required legislative study 
and analysis, the joint committee took 

' ,, 
·, the bull by the horns by having constant 
t sihings, conducting · public : )1earing · 

,. idterviews and visitations. ,;p\ . 
,,. . :~; , I 
•I\• h. I 

It :·We'!l actually had public hearing in 
I tl ' 

the cO'urse of carrying out the exercise 
strongly improves . in which the public attended and made 
productivity in the country. their inputs. · We also received letters 

frorp the public concerning the Bill and 
interviews were conducted . with Royal 
~athers (t1:aditional rulers) in the State. 
' ' ' 

•' "1 I~ • 

I ll'i: 
' • ,,~l . ' 1 
.l However, 'the Committee was able to . I I' ,,,, • . 

maRe some amendments as follows: i·ll' 
If. 
(··' 
ld 

,·\ 

l' . '1\' ' '1\ ,,, . . 
1'' '; II 'll'li I ' I L : . I ,' I 1 

~~ I · • · I I' . . . 
I 

'; 
I' 

SECTION 2 (4) - Appomtment of 
Members ' · ' 

In line one, delete Chairman after 
D.epitty and insert Chairmen: thus; . 

1 j' . 1 'I , I 'I 
~ , I ' !U~ I ' , II I ( 

·' i \i 1
1 ; '· . . ' • ' • • 1Deputy Leader ,(M': Amkwe):·' Pomt ·· 

\
::. ·of i Ofder ! ~, J 'e~p~cted 'that the Re'port 
. I \i~· •I' .. ' ' I 'I 

· 'Jr .~~· ~·· Ll , . ,. t . • ·• 

·' . i I I I. ' 
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will be treated along side with the 
original Bill. 

Leader: You have to allow him 
present the Report before you know 

, • 1 ; • ,, whether it is detailed or not. 

Mr Speaker: That Po\nt
1
of Orq,~[ is '! '"'. . !': , 

as usel~ss as anything. ' Th~ Depl}t~, . 1/1 peputy Leader: Excuse me, Mr . 
Leader, should note that ~:what the///pon:' .~, Lea?er, I am not talking to you . I am 
Member for Nsukka East (Mr A~n;u) is ,J not ~alking to you at,' all. · 
doing, is correct. ·He 1has a duty to ,,F ,1 
present his Report. The Leader of the 1.,

1
. .Mr Speaker: The Deputy Leader 

House has to move a Motion .. for should understand that as much as 
acceptance and consideration either 
now or thereafter. 

I 

Deputy Leader: I' do ~ot th~rtk tf.Iat j, 
this Report is I in detail. , ,. Wef, have) 

• l . ~~r· ji·' nothing ~o .compar~ ~ith th~ Bilj.'··;,) ,!!., 
'' I ' I ' 'I I I ' I i 

I /! It ,.1 

Mr Speaker: Excuse me, . whatl/we 
are going to do is 'to accept the ,',R~por~. 
We are not going · to consider this 
Repoti today, if I am right. 

Leader ·(Mr Ebenyi): You are not 
sure. ··· 'I ·I i/ '·/· ':.li ·, t·. ''i ~,, I 

Mr Speaker: W~ll: if ~~~t!~r6 ~~~~{~g 
'd . d h1 . l/1/# fi ' I~ d to , cons1 er Lt to ay, t at ts ~ me 

1
an 

good, but if not, it is the next tim~ it 
will appear on the Order paper, that the 
Leader will move a Motion that •the 

I ' 

Report be deferred to · another 
Legislative day for consideration along 
side with the original Bill., That is 
where it is supposed to com~. inand not i 

1'1 ··~I '/"' now. .' ., 1::: /'. :,; . IC •· .,, ., 
!I I"' • ' ' ~ j !· j • I.~# -~ II ' 'I!: ' : ;_,,. j 

·'1 I I f 'lo-l /; 1, ,):i 1· ~~ , 11 'J 
• ' I' )' • I •!'' , I·' I 

·.I .' Deputy Leader: r InformatfOI];) · Mr~ 
Speaker, I understand you v~r):; 'well:/ 

·•II I ,. 
But we have bodies of the Report and ' 
not details of the Report. II, · 1 ' 

1 I o!.. • 

possible I have to guide members when 
they are derailing. I have told him the 
right thing and he is still insisting that 
his own is ·right. So, I do not know 
where he got his own idea. I have told 

., him that what the bon. Member for 
Nsukka East (Mr Amu) 'is doing is 
~'cm·ect and he is saying that it is not .. 
correct. 

Mr E. Odo (Igbo Etiti East): I have 
an information, I believe we are 

, learning from the past Repotis we 
r presented, what we were doing was that 

after presenting the Report, the 
' 1 Presenter of the Report will now 

I' 

11.• enclose an amended copy that he 
~ . 

' wishes to throw before the Committee 
of the Whole House, because it does not 
seem appropriate for somebody to 
include the amendment in the Report. I 
am the Vice-Chairman of the 
Committee and our intention is not to 
report the amendment as part of our 
Report and I believe that even if it is, it 
will be erroneous to include; insert 'B' 
instead of 'A', where it is not being 
considered instantly, . because later on 

• ' I we are gomg to repeat 1t. 
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Mr Speaker: It IS not compulsory • ,1~ Report accordingly stepped down to 
that we should accept this Report. ' If . · ' .d.tat~r date. 1 

' 

you present a Report at the appropriate :, j!, · ~~ · \•·',' 

I I I 

I I' 

day, we can still sit down, look at that " ' 'l ANNOUNCEMENT 
thing he is saying, if it is not the wish of ·· 
the House that it should be there, then; ·· ' Committee Meeting 
we will remove it. 

I am surprised that you are the Vice
Chairman of the Committee; both of 
you could have agreed on what to do 
before now. And you are now telling us·. 
that you never intended to present it like 
that. Which means you are giving us a: · 
minority Report. 

Mr Odo: It is not a minority Report. •. 

I 

Mr Speaker: The House Committee : 
bn Rules and Business will meet on the 
ising 

1 
of the House . in Room I 123 . , 

Honou'~~ble Members . are hereby · 
'invited 'to forward their memorandum · 
I ·t 
to the . Standing Order of the House of 
Ass~rribly. · · ' . 

Obituary 

, Hondurable Colleagues, you , will 
have a precedence, and it happened ; re<;:all that one of the former legislators,, 
twice. ·' ' Mrs 11.1 Ezenwanyi . Chief Lady Janet 

· \" rvfok:~'lu 'was the · fi~st woman legislator 

We have done it like this before. We 

Mr Spea'kei': Listen to me. Let me ·~. from \\t he \'yvhole Eastern Nigeria. She 
give you another clarification. When died furo rrionths ago and we are having 
we had the Local Government Creation a Special Session on her behalf. The 
Bill, 1 used to say item 1, 2, 3, 4, and so 
on, is part of the Bill. Ordinarily, I 
should have been calling it one after 
another. · 

Leader: Mr Speaker, in view of the 
fact that we are having interruptions of 
light from NEPA supply, 1 hereby move 
that we step-down item 5 on the Order · 
Paper to a later date to be determined by 
the Rules and Business Committee of 
the House. 

Deputy Leader: I wish to second the 
Motion as moved by the Leader. 

corpse will be brought here on 
Thursday. We are going to have a joint 
Sessio11 on Thursday comprising 
Anambra, :· Imo, Ebonyi, and Abia 
States. All of them will be here on 
Thursday. 1 ~Jhe joint1 Session will take . 

! ' ' ~'I' \Iii I, 

:•1 place :on Tli~rsday at 1 0 a.m. 1 

',1, ~· · ··~· I '·''\1 I, I· I ' ' I I . .If . ' ,\1,, ,, .. • I 

' I ' .~ ' '\ • ! I ;'.\\· ·\1 I 1 ' . I • : ' I 

, 
1 

On t~1s 11-ote, I 1 a1~ appealing that you 
try as muc~ as possible to be here on 
time and start our proceedings before 
the corpse arrives. If the corpse will 
arrive here at 10 a.m.':, I will appreciate 
0ey sra~ oqtside

1 
until · ~ we must have I 

finished our ousiness for the day. Even 
, When the~ h~~e finished,' :oyve are going 1 

I tO' 1' contii1.ue f1\~ witl1' 'tliel'' proceedings 
I \ I\'~ •r' I I . ,, I I \ ~. ' ' ,,1 
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because we have a lot to cti~cuss on ithat. . Mr Speaker: Thank you very much 
day. When they must have left we can for that observation but I think it is the 
adjourn the House briefly and then 1 duzy of the Chairman of information 
come back. 1 • : " i ' t '. 11 1·:~/·1 :]·r1 

ffl committee to look at anything before it 
• ' I·' !''• .,,,' ''· ,,! is sent out. 

I I I' 1)11 1''': '1''1 !; j' · 1,,,, 
: ADJOURNMENT• j• 'f 'I . i. I, 

1 
: ' I · ·' ~( ' IJ .' ''Question put and agreed to 

Leader: Mr Speaker, may I ,1pove 1
1
, 

that the House do ' now adjourn 'I m;.til ~ rJ' 

Thursday 6th November, 2003 ar ~0 ,' 
a.m. Thank you . 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourn until Thursday 6t11 November, 
2003 at 10 a.m. 

Mr E. Eze (Udenu): Mr Spea~~r, I ,: Acijourned accordingly at 2.30 p.m. 

rise to second the., Motion. · " .1.,·j .' ~ ~~~~:: . . ·I. 
·lj'l .. , I i~. I ·.''1 ., ' ~ I I . . I I, I~ 

' . I ~ I' . I. I i" ' I . . ' I 
~ I I II· ' ' I' ' ' 

Deputy · Leader ' 1711fr Anikwe 1: 'Mr.
1 

r , .~" -'
1
r1''i ' \"Y.LI / 'II . "' ' I ' 

Speaker, .J rise to second the1 Motion ~~f,/1' ·~ 's:f 
.adjourn;rn,ent. I want to bring this ,p.ot~ye· , .' . \"~: 
to the Media Reporters. ;;, Before they'. go : i ~! 
to Radio Nigeria or ESBS 

1 
to ·~ir '' tpe · l\, 

proceedings we had, they 'should first of 
all clear with Mr Speaker because some 
of our Motions .were actually 
misrepresented in the media. For 

I t I ' ' I 

instance, we had last Matter of.
1

·' [jrgent· 
I, ,,. I 

Public Importance on Okpokwu:I·Mgb~iji 
/II ''• ,,I 

where we said that effort "be made by, 
r 

the Federal Government to replace,all 
over-aged · pipe . lines in , Okpokwu.' 
Mgbuji and other areas. r They only1 

reported Enugu State when we ~aid in 
Enugu State and other areas. 

·. 
Also, ·like the one we recommended 

for dual carriage ' ro~9'" cf!Jo~ 
Enugu!Lokoja/Abuja. · :They j4st '. 

1
reok 

the Motion as presented, forge.tting·l1that ~.; 
. I ' •I ' ·'I' there were some amendments. ' So, they •.,f 

should · be careful next ' time; ~bile 1
• ;i 

dealing with this type of matter.·!! ,. ' j · 
, . ·,I .. 

·i •I 

. ,. 

:' 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 1 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 
' ' l • ' I , 

1
' J' ' I I h I . .I,,."' 

Thursday, 61 November, 2003 'I 
I I I ., '!"li•14.1'' I 

I~'' ~ (The House met at 10. 1a.m.')1 ~ I ' 
I , . 11 11[11 
I I ·•I 

l PRAYERS ·:· •til • 
I I 

I 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) ., ~ 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS I' I ,, ' 

. ··I , ,, I . 
. I ·' :t I I ~~~ II' o, .. It I~~ 

750 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

I'' REPORT OF THE JOINT 
<;:OMMITTEE ON CHIEFTAINCY 

''jAND JUDICifill.Y, ON THE BILL 
1.;; ' FOR A LAW TO MAKE ,,r . , 
. , PROVISIONS FOR THE 
ESTABLISHMENT, STRUCTURE 

AND COMPOSITION OF THE 
ENUGU STATE COUNCIL OF 

TRADITIONAL RULERS, BILL 
NO.4, 2003 

Mr ·· Speaker: 
1
,: ~ 

1

1 Hono
1

1urable· 
• , • • M' m• 

Colleagues, our Votes and Proceedings 
are befo'r~ ·~s. I hate 1gone 

1tlifoJ~h 

·; Chairman, Joint Committee on 
C~ieftaincy and Judiciary (Mr F. 
Afrzu): Sequel to the mandate given to 
the above-mentioned committee by the 

I ~ I! I I . • 

them. However, I need your comments!', 
~ I I ' I j : ' ' I t 

I I . ,.11 I '; 

Mr F.· Onah (Nsukka West): ' Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equally gone 
through the Votes and Proceedings and 
found them to be correct. I therefore, · 
move for their adoption. ' . 

1 
··1' ' 1·

1
: . 

I I . I I \tl I o 't •'I~ 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speak~):~:· sir~ I:\1 
have equally gone , through1 the !ii!Notes ~ 
and Proceedings of our last sitting. • I 
have one little amendment on page two;· 
last paragraph. Where they · used ~l:ze ' \! 

for a woman instead of 'she' .. However, 
I second the Motion that the Votes · and 
Proceedings be adoptee. 

I " '. ,.,. ./ q: 
Mr Speaker: Noted~ 1 i. Jj"' ~~~~t:!~'.'i 

i• ' ' I I I I • ·~· t .• ~ • I 
. Ques_~ionputandagreedto: ,tf!l :1 J·

1
j·11 

I ·' . j I ~ ~ ~~ 
' I' I 
" I I. ' 1\ j 

' Votes and Proceedings of Tu~sday, 
lh · I • 4 November 2003, · . accordingly 

':I I 

adopted. · 

, Hon. Speaker, over the issue of giving 
the above Bill its required legislative 
study and analysis, the Joint Committee 
took the bull by the horns by having 
constant sittings, conducting public 
h~aring, interviews and visitations. 

I 

i\. 1We actually had public hearing in the 
1 col.rrse of · carrying out ,the exercise in 

1 
which the public attended and made 
their inputs. We also received letters 
from the public concerning the Bill and 
interviews were conducted with Royal 
Fathers (traditional rulers) in the State. 

However, the committee was able to 
make some amendments and it is hereby 
atta~hed . Section 2(4) - Appointment 
of[ Members ....:. In line one delete 
Chairman after Deputy and insert 
Chairmen; thus: The Chairman, the 
three Deputy Chairmen, and other 
members of the council shall be 
appointed by the Governor from among 
the Traditional Rulers in the State. 

l 
. , 

I· 

375 . . 
'_1''1 . i r 

'I ~ 1 1 'I 

I' I f.l lj, 

·~:~ I It~ 11 I li\' .,._. ~ 

I 

' 
h ll·r·,rr l o;. 

l: I : 1• ,, t ~I ! .. II 

I . i '" r 11J ~: 1. 
' '' "'·' .,., ~~ !'. ;· . i 

t, •r, ···11,; :·.'\.·.· 1. ' , 'i~f I 1
\ 

1 
f ~I t f I 'J I I I ij t. 1 ~ 

•' II . . ~ ~ ;• l' l I ··l 

14"11 

P'l I 

:. I 
I 

' I 
.I· 

til 

, , il'!di. 

\I 

•!' . 
•·14 



,, 
, •. ,1'.1,11 ' 

lt,•i:l, ···r 

"·~ ~~ \;1~ i I •' 

)~.~'.'"' h• 
11,1~ ~ 

' .~ .. " 

. 
i•··· ,·1:"' II . I I ~~ ~( ,I •• • I' 

t11·-. 111 ·•''i ... 
1
. 

! .~.,.1.'11~: •' 1: 
1'1''' ' ; 1·1· ~ ;I 
I ~ .! ' I' I .. , I 

!: .l: !.\ 

11 "~'·i , ·I 

till~' t ,, 
' -~ 

•!'* It, 

l"t" "" 
.u~ · tl 
(~ I• .~ 

I !: l•,ij " 0 

•• ~'1 

I II .II 

tl ,T,,'!\1', J' ,,J,,. '·:f, II 

~~. ~ .,. ; I L, jl : , I 

"tijJ.'hi;! 
II' .:1!,1 
!1'b ,,, 

'! ~t~·: • 
11Lu 

t 
•" "1'1 II ·1l• 

'···~II ,II• ;I I 

.. 

1' 1 " I 

I.I''I'.··.Ht'r'' I' IJHIII ·:.141 fl.i 
! , J,;,illl I J, 1 I , 
~ ~~· II' '~If 

. !Jl,l 

ji •l' 1•1 

I' .,._,., 

. :~1 '• '~-!!. , ... l. .::fl; 1r1 .l,,, 

1:! 

!' 
,:1' 

.ki';, ,, .. ~ ~~ r'~k! ~~, ' .. I, 

1'1 
I 

I, I ' il, ' ' \ 
Enugu State House of Assembly Deb.ates . 

6 November, 12003'· 

! i ''11 
751 752 

I \'' ,, I' Ill~. ' ~ ' I ;. '. ,: ' ' d. I ,_ ' '1. I 

Section 9(7) -Duties of Secretary to 1gding / o havf joint Session today. We 
the Council - In line three after 1.:h4,ve ~o defer items 5 and 6 on the Order 
Committees insert 'and compile the' '1.lPapet to later in the day, to be taken up 
thus : under the general specific ·at the Joint Session of South East 
directions of the chairman, be Houses of Assembly Holden at Enugu 
responsible for convening all meetings · State House of Assembly, Enugu. This 
of the Council and its Committees and , ,1, shoul~ come up aft~r our normal sitting, 
compile the reports of such Council and ,. , ~today. Thank you~ 

I I, 

Committees. ,,· • •1·: 

~;i ·~~,,. ~itll ANNOUNCEMEN! I:J' 

Section .9(7)(2) - In line three delete 
'or' and insert 'of' after Chairman thu~: . 
the secretary shall perform all such 

I 

other functions as may from time to 
time be assigned to him by the 
Chairman of the Council. ,, 

'~ 
Leader (Mr Ebeny i): Mr Speaker, 

Sir, I have risen to move that the Report 
just presented to this honourable HoJ'se 
by the Chairman, Joint Committee on 
Chieftaincy, Culture, Tourism and 
Judiciary, Public Petitions, Ethics and 
Privileges, on the Bill for a Law to 
make Provision for the Establishment, 
Structure and Composition ofthe Enugu 
State Council of Traditional Rulers, Bill 
No. 4, 2003 , be accepted by this House .. 
to be considered along with the original 
Bill on a later date to be determined l:)y 
the Rules and Business Committee 'Of 
this. House. Thank you. . ·:~ 

~ I. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Eriugu East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to second the 
Motion moved by the leader of the 
House. 

:)' 
Question put and agreed to: jl• 

I ' .I ' j I 

Mr Speaker : Honourable 
Colleagues, you will recall that we are 

t ~l ~ ! 1
•1 1 

, I .II.• I 1!,, .. ,, 
~ii· · II':, H;:['l: .There will be a joint Session 
'~ :1 1~1; J.; !: 1of South East Houses of ,·,, 

·' Assembly to hold in the 
Bouse today in honour of 
late hon (Mrs) Janet Mokelu. 
I observed with pleasure the 

' presence in the Chamber, of 
the former Governor of 
I ' 
former Anambra State, Chief 
C.C. Onoh. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, my hon. 
· Colleagues, I humbly move that this 
1'House do now adjourn till Tuesday, 11th 

!November, 2003, at 10 a.m. 

1··1~ ,, ~~~l !i· · ~ • 

1
1 ;

1

tyir11:K ~aduabu (Awgu South): ,Mr 
Speakerj ·Sir, hon. Colleagues, I nse to 

~setoritl"' 11
the Motion on adjournment. 

Thank you. 
I; !r 

Question put and agreed to. 

I'!, : il· I ' ; : I . I 

· 1 . ;Re~'olved: That · this . ~onourable 
Hohse'.l do noWi adjourn till Tuesday,1ll th 

'
1-Ndt erAber, 2003 'at 10 a.m.' r ., ' 

~~ · .rtl, ' , I : ;1 'I . 

I; li ' "'l4 djo1~rned ac~ordingly at 12 noon . 
·'' 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY ORDER OF THEDA Y 

ENUGU Sf'ATEOFNI?E~'l'· .·· . : ~ 1: CONSIDERATION OF THE 
,I th I I I " I" ' 't. : ~~ '. I· 

Tuesday, 11 November, 200~ . : 1 ·.~ .. ]·!· .. · ;j'l: ,' .. ". REPORT OF. THE JOINT 
I · · 1 ·• . )

111
• I ~~:· 11.: . · ·. "· COMMITTEES ON 

(The House met at 10 ~.m.) 111'1j. '1i·''d ·. ) ~:;. :11
1

CIDEFTAINCY CULTURE 
I I I I' il lij r ,r .. 'I' ... i ' '' ' ' 

I. ~::! , ··v · . ToURisM AND JUDICIARY, 
~ . !' t11 PUBLIC PETITIONS, ETHICS AND 
'I 1!; j ll: PRIVILEGES ON THE ENUGU 

PRAYERS 
I 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 

STATE TRADITIONAL RULERS 
BILL NO. 4, 2003 

PROCEEDINGS ,.,' ' ;· .. ~ 1 ~.~ Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe) Mr 
: Jt'\"· ·: ]~· 1 1,11 Speaker, Sir, may I move that this 

,· Mr ' ,Speaker: 1 1: ~ I ; Hono-q.rab~f~ \ honourable House resolves •itself into 
Colleagues, our Votes and Proceedingk 1J1lj, Committee of' the Whole .House to 

I ~ ' ' 1\ ' I I 
, No: ' 33 ' of •Thursday,!- 6111 November, , enable us treat the report of the Joint 

I I ,, • I 
2003 are, before the House. I have' gony ~ Committees on Chieftaincy, Culture and 
through them. To 

1 
the best ofj\

1
my · Tourism and Judiciary, Public Petitions, 

knowledge, they are correct. Howyver, Ethics and Privileges on the Enugu State 
I welcome your comments to enable. us Council of Traditional Rulers Bill No. 4, 
give it legal backing. Thank you. 2003. 

Mr F. · Amu (Nsukka East):. I •W ,;~ · Mr E . Eze (Udenu): Mr Speaker, Sir, 
Sp~akerf · Sir, ,I have equ~IIY,; ·i\; g7q,~ ;j(~ I haY,e risen to second the Motion . 
through , the Votes and Proye~din~§~ and !~ ::: . . . :, 
found them to be correct. I therefore ~~~ · Question put and agreed to: 

: ! ~ ~ 

move for their adoption. 
I I' I I < ,, I 

. I 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji-River): · Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I second the Motion. 

REPORT OF THE JOINT 
COMMITTEES ON 

CHIEFTAINCY, CULTURE AND 
TOURISM, AND JUDICIARY, 

Question put and agreed to: .! :. 1 .- f. l .: , PUBLIC PETITIONS, ETHICS AND 

. ; I I 'Iii!" '.11-'· ll'!t' PRIVILEGES ON THE ENUGU 
Votes and Proceedings of Thursday,'· STATE COUNCIL OF 

61
h . No~ember, . 1 ~ 2003 ' 

1 ~ccordfnglJ;,11 ~ : .• TRA,.IhTIONAL RULERS BILL NO. 
adopted. ·!::·. I: ' '_'' .''i. '. 1

1 i '1 •
11tf. 1

' ~ ~ ~~~ • \,,1 : . 4, 2003 ' I 

''II . :.I I ~ I . .I I ' I' 'I ~· •t f ' • 

J;ii ·· 1 ."

1
, ; ,Considered in the Committee of !ih 1 1\ I i 

::i 1:.. , • . the Whole House 
: • I•' 
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r• : I ,)\.i 
•• 'II ,, . I f I " . 'I 

Mr : Chair~an: : Honoura?l~· 1 , , \: sdfa~ie~ ·~~~s may: bei:determined by : the 
Colleagues: ~~u will re~all that d~rmg,• , G?,vkrnor.. ' . , 

1 
'· , , 

1 
• !I , . 

our last stttmg the Jomt .c~mmtttees ,!
11 

~~~\! !.Ji. 11 . . "
1 

. 

presented the Report of this Important , '1,r Ciause 18(1) - as amended - ordered 
Bill. Based on that, the consideration to 'stl:mcipart of the Bill . 
was deferred to a later date. Following 
the Motion moved by the Deputy 
Leader of the House, we are going to 
consider the Report alongside the 
original Bill. ,1 

Clause 8(2) - 10 - ordered to stand 
,part of the Bill. 

1 J, .jl J. I ' •1 I I! j ,. l. '! . 

i: ~l~ ·i·~~ :· FIRST SCHEDULE ': 
~ . ~ I 

I j l~l 
, ' I I,, :J·i 

Let us suspend ·the title, , the 
enactment, the commencement date and 1 

interpretation, and consider from~ 
section 2 of the original Bill. 'I 

!'1 I '1!/ ' · I • 

• ·~i· sEtX~QN : ~ ~ · (c?MPOSITIO~ oF 
COUNCIL) - ordered to stand part of 

I ,, I 'I' ' 
th'e ~il/ .. ',~ 1 ! ~.~ I 1' j' I;': I ! I ' ! 

' ~ . ~ I I ' I l k I 

· II ~ :, ". j · , ;~ I' ~ 
jr ,. ' ' 

', SECOND SCHEDULE 
Clause (2) - (INTERPRETATION) ' 

- ordered to stand part of the Bill. Clause 1 - 5 - (RULES) -ordered to 
Ci I 1 " , , ·~'B .11 

1 
~· stan , part o1 z . :: ,: 

Clause (3)(1 -2) -:i \:• ',!1. 1
1

••• "II'!\ ' , : '· . 
ESTABLISHMENT , AND, .. ,, .. ,,, Claus~ 6(1 -6) . , - ,(SITTING ,, 
COMPOSITION OF COUNCIL) J j:' ~IAMANGEMENTs i AND PRESIDING 

' lj 1 1 

ordered to stand part of the Bill. ' ! ''i, •, OFFICERS) - 'ordered to stand part of ' 
•. I II I 1·'1' 
~. ·· the Bill ., 11 1 • • • 

Clause (4) - (APPOINTMENT OF. ' :.~· ·:: ·,) ·'· '' 
MEMBERS) - ordered to stand part of 'clause · 7(1 a-b) - (DUTIES OF 
the Bill. SECRETARY TO THE COUNCIL) -

order,ed to stand part of the Bill. 
Clause 5 - 7 - ordered to stand part 1· i':r 'lit .1.' :· , . 1

1 1 
, ., 

.._ J ~ . ,_ , I _r 

, of the Bill ;, ·) Clause 7(lc) - as amended ordered 
'I I . h I 

, ·' ,1d 'II to ·stand pp.rt of the 'Bill., .. ' . 1 1 

Clause 8(1) - (REMUNERATION)ill.' I ·1~1· ~~'I i~ll . ",!•:I rp "· ,I ' :I I• 
I t' '!t. 'l I i { .1 ' ~II I '11 -t · ~ • I ' 
' • " J ~~ 1 ~ 'Clln:ls' 1 :'7(1 ( d~e) ~~ ordered to stand ·1 

4' '" ' ~:·• 'll ••ll ·I I' . • I • 

... ( . , i'.l·r· . pdrt 'of'the Bill . . I: ~ , . . • . 1 

The 
• ., '· ~~· ., t .~ ~ ,t r b'l' l ", . . II .• • 

Chairman: , Honourable ,\. . 1: ·, . 1 ! · ;. , ~· : 
Colleagues, I wish to appeal that we : Clauses (2-9) - ordered to stand part 
recast this, Thus; There shall be paid to ' of the Bill. 
the holder of the Office of the ·: I rll ;.. .il ;, .I ;: 
Chairman, Deputy Chairmen an~ i 'I ~ Cb.us~l,' r I ! .~1 0\1 )(a-g) I ' I' 

Members of the Council such : , . (ARRA~GEMENT I ·OF : · , PUBLIC 
remunerations in addition to their

1
·[ ·" BCSINESS ' 

1
AN. D , OFFICIAL, 

~~~ , :r: . ~.~~· .. ~. ~ ~·.· ' ·~.~~~. I .I.· :, ·~1' 11, , .. ;. :i ·' 'lt . "tl I ' · ~ "\ I ,. 11 1· ~~ 1 '! •• 1 I r I 
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LANGUAGE) - ordered to 'stand part • In view of this development, the Bill has 
j: now been passed. oifthe Bill. 1 .'r ,, , 

t '" I ~ 

· · ·I , ' '1·! ·11 1
1
' 

' . ' I I ., llj: '· · ,1, Iii 

, :· . I wish to express my happiness to 
"' I those of · you who contributed in one 
.~·\ ' I , 

'way or the other to the passage of the 

qlause 10.(2)(i-ii) - order~~r~ . ~tawd. . 
' par[joftheBzll. ' . 1 :)! ·:t·~~~j~ 111 ~ • . 1~ , 

I I I ~ ' ',il il1 ,I, 

l", 

Clauses 11-
1
13- ordered,to sfpnd part ,

1 
of the Bill. , ; 1 

11
1 1: I 1 

I .~ '\ r ~ : • 
I I 

I I I' ' 
Clauses 14-16 ...,.. ordered to stand 

part of the Bill. 

Bill, especially the hon . Members, for 
~heir wonderful contributions. I 
commend you for a job well done. The 
Clerk, the workers and all those who 
contributed towards the passage of the 
Bill, I say thank you very much, and 

I 1. .f 

Clauses 17-19 - ordered ,to s.tand may God bless you all. 

·: II ' l . 
I' "

1 1
,.' II i ) .''ft •I NOTICE OF MOTION 

part ofthe'Bill:1
. •• : , ·

1

1 

1 'I· I lf -t ' I .. , 
1 I I ·D 1. h 

,IIRil, !.· · ~~· It:'! " . •; 

!. . II li.j ''' '' :\,:• i' . ,r, I .. 'II, 'I .,, 
• • II I •' · ! ' r1 ~~ .I 1 d,. , '1 • Ban on Street Haw king as Practised 

Preamble- agr~ed to~ '1, ~~~ 
• . , II ,. I' ''I • 'I" I I • I I' I' : I 

1 
, .. ! r ' -' I I 
IJ 

' ' ' ' : ' by Children in Enugu State 
I I 

Title.- agreed to. 
+ I I:;· 

Short Title - agreedto. 

(Mr Speaker resumes the Chair) 1 
~ .r. ' :II 

. ' . I i • I ~· ' 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anihre) .,·'\iMv 
Speaker Sir, may I move that\ thi~ l3ill} 

· the Tni.ditional Rulers Bill ~o. ~' 2003, ~J 
be now read the Third time. i~\; . ., . 

.: 

Question put and agreed to .:1 11k ,1· 1; 

Bill accordingly read the Third. time 
and passed. 

Mr 
I', ,, , 

Speaker: 
1 

·· Honourable ., 

., Mrs C. Ene (Udi South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, may I move this Motion 

. standing in my name on the Order Paper 
-i: That the, honourable House urges the 
Executive to ban street hawking in 

. Enugu State. 
ij I 

~ tl' I ' ' '' , 
:; Mr E. Eze (Udenu) : Mr Speaker, Sir, 

11 I have risen to second the Motion. 
, Thank you. 

Mrs Ene: Thank you, Mr Speaker 
for the opportunity to move this all 
important Motion standing in my name. 

t; 
. I 1"1 '·I ' 1'"1 

Colleagues, the Bill. came ' to 1
1this,· ''; Mr Speaker, Sir, before I initiated 

. I ' ' I ' ' ,;·i ~II' . ,, ,, ' 
· honourable House ' about a month ago ''. this Motion, I carried out a survey on 
and 1 WaS• ' Sent to r' th~ ~i app

1 ~01prl~t~j'~: I! this ' iSSUe, ' Which b~rderS 
1 

oh human 
1 - j J , I' j, I j 

'··Committee. The committee nqt
1 

orily: rights . Mr Speaker, Sir, various 
'reported out in good time, but di9.'a :v9ry1, research questions resulting from the 
good job. Today this Bill has re1~eived 1 

' menace caused by street hawking as 
the blessing of this honourable House. practiced by some children in the 

I' 

H 

l I''. I' i 
I' , ,. l. ~ 1 I 

t ! I I : jo 

I' ,.. ~ II '· . •. . 
··-· 1' ~t: 1 -, -• . · • t.,. t .i,\"i'~n~ . . · ., .. ~i · w 

I · ..' , • I _ I. j 1,, 1,'1 

'' 

L I 

,- '·-: :~~ ~~ ~- lj;: 

IIHilll ~"I 
..,' 1tllli' .li lt·l 

' '" r ~~,,,, ,_ I 
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metropolitan cities in. Enugu State were 
unveiled . Such questions as, who ~re 
the sponsors? Why the practice? When•· 
did it get out of control? etc came .to 
mind. 

''! .ljli I I· 'I ' 

·~ St~te SQ as tlo re-engineer the services of . 
anl!. Government Agencies towards the 
. erH~ncipation of this ugly situation in 

jJ• I . ; 
' our metropolis. 

~~ 11 

~ , I 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the consequences of 
Sir, in the old Anambra State some street hawking by children cannot be 

local governments enacted bye-laws ov~r-emphasized . Therefore, the need 
restricting persons under the age of i\ to checkmate the practice should be 

II , I • 
twelve years from street hawking and 11 

1 
urgently addressed. I therefore, Without 

persons who were to ,hawk must obtain <sentim·~nt, urge my Colleagues to join 
hawker's permit. ·: Governm~nt lithis

1 
si~gular, motherly stimulated but 

approved and published hawking permit 41time1Y,Ii:Motion to wage war against this 
fees . Such permit was not meant for ( a~u~ei-t'of child's right to , acquisition of 
children of school age. Sociological, .J ba'sic 'edGcation. 
psychological and physiological care 'I 

are always taken into cognizance while For now, I pray that this House 
nurturing children of this age as they are should resolve as follows: 
leaders of tomorrow and are in their ; ... l i: .. ~ jJi,, , That t~e Enugu State Ministry 
formative age. .. , ,, . ..:/''~:~>~;1'ii: of Women Affairs and Social 

1
• ~ I I·;,. 1•

1
• '' Development in conJ· unction 

I' If ' tilt 
Mr Speaker, Sir, ·these cares were l·l:r~!!::'IJ;~I with other relevant AgenCies 

dropped when some parents abandoned Jfr 1 ~): 1 ·~i moye into action, with a view 
their responsibilities to their children in 1,Jr~ •• !J; J,j;, to arr~sting, prosecuting and 
quest for matenal wealth. Government ,' 1 ;~:! 11 !::' · pumshmg persons who atd, 
should not watch this ugly development ' and abet child street hawking. 
as this is tantamount to abuse of a ii . That the State Ministry of 
child's right and basic fundamental 

1
_ Women Affairs and Social 

human rights. A child is a human being 
1 1

• ~ •. 
1
', ;1~ Development should organize 

and must be protected, whether born by , 1 · i1 1 ~~· 
1

enlightenment campaign and 
rich or poor parents. 'I I· ~~;. +~. -~~~· 'counseling for the people of 

' I ' ~,, I i • ·1 
• I I ·~ • :: 

1 
• ~.~l , 1! 1 ·~ 1 ., ~~ E~ugu State on t~e da~gers of 

Mr Speaker, the efforts ·of the l<;):~al 111 • Ljlr ~~~t r I· child street hawkmg. J 

govern~ent bye-laws on this is~ue ?id i!;·: !~ .!~.i !'~:lf~i; · ,,Th~t . • thi~ ~ouse . I shou'ld 
not achieve much, hence there IS need ~ . Jl ,, t, h,. f' , condemn m tts entirety the 
for this Legislature to come up wit~ a '' ::: ~~1·1' , .. abuse of child's rights which 
more embracing legislation. This 

1
•
1 

: , this unwholesome trade 
Motion intends to condemn in .its · ' ·1' , otherwise referred to as child 

, I 

entirety the unwholesome evil effec~ of , I t~,.! 1!~·, 1 street hawking has constituted 
such trade and thereafter back it up with ':•<1 f " , llij• · to the children in this State. 1 

a more embracing legislation in tthe 'rlt I(Be1 it moved and it is hereby moved. I 

!I·· I'~ '! ~~ ~~ I I ' I I ' . I, I I' I I 
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Mr E. U. Ezeh (Udenu): Mr Speaker Whereas the United Nations 
, ~ .11 I~ 11 

and my hon. ~?llea?ues/ ~ ~n a.~?,~ .
1

· J:Cony,~nti~n on the right of the child was 
Sponsor of this all-Important Mot10n~lu adopted zn Geneva on the 441

h Session 
and· I h~ve, risen to throw ~ore lig~t: o?J' 'i~~f th(< Unit~d Nations , General Assembly 
the Mot19n. Mr Speaker, ;Sir, there,i~s a illp n thf 2(/ November, · 1989 and was 
saying th~t' the Chairman is the father of : . ep~ned for signatory by all States 
a nation and equally ~ 1moth~r of a 1 r including Nigeria. 
nation. This important adage has been ~I 
recognized by no less important ' I • ' And whereas the Federal Republic of 
organization than the United Nations Nigeria as a Member of the States of 
Organisation and the United Nations · . United Nations is a signatory to the 
General · Asserpb,ly as ' ble~.~ied, :: foresaid Converztion. 

sp~nsored and ~ndorsed 
1 

, by . ;~~ th~~~· il.~' j :; . · . . . . 
G?yer··.nm. e,~t· 1 · . of F~deral.': ~e·p. ~bh~~ ~ ,o. f~ ,,l~i And wherea,s z.t IS provzd~d, zn Art1cle. 
Nt~er\a. , il: ;, , \i.t '·ii _ .. ; .. lr.• :: 1,, •• !l:~.: •. i\ ll\1~· of;! rh~ fo:esaz~ Convent~on . t~(lt the 

, 1 ' I .111 · • I • I · lqi "I Conventzon IS sub;ect to ratificatzon and 
Mr Spe~ker, Sir, this Motion carr~~; at ·\j .

1
the ir:strument of the ratification shall 

. the ' right time. And I 1 implore Y?,~r . ' be deposited with the Secretary-General 
indulgence, Mr Speaker and my ·· bon. of the United Nation. 
Colleagues to draw your minds back ' to , 
memory lane. On 20111 November, 1959 And whereas the Federal Military 
the United Nations declared a set of . Gove~nment of the Federal Republic of 
rights, privileges' and protection ,! ~aq~ f!ige·f:ia as by decision fully reached in 
will be accorded ,to our chijdren.:l' \l.Mr ~!·, ;qccordance with its constitutional 
Speaker, Sir, on 201

h November, 1 2 .~~. ,!, .Bowefj ,or processes agreed to ratify the 
· again . the : United Nations 1General · foresaid Convention. ' 
Assem,blyi sitting in a : meeting ';,; in ;. J .: ' 
Geneva endorsed and ' directed that ftll ,,· \: :· Now therefore, I General 
States embracing the right . of a child ·, (Interruptions). 
should endorse the document. 

Mr . Speaker, I permit me to quo~e : .. 
Mr Speaker: Order! The argument 

of the hon . Member for Udenu (Mr . . 

Federal Government of t· Nig~.~ia ~~·· 
' subsequently. en~orsfd tha( Conventi9n. J . 

. · or Agreement t~at outlined I the: rights ~ 
0 

:and, w~lfqre,; ~f tre child . ~d ;pe,rr~lit ,~e l 
to read - Federal Republzc of Nzgerza, · .1\ 

I I Ill ' 

the :Instrument !of ratifica~ion 
1
of :f1e,,"-

Ezeh), . is very long. And more 
importantly you are aware that the 
Nati~n~l Assembly has been passing the 
\aws :,~hich Mr President originated. 
And ' ?'ou are aware that this Motion ' 
before'.this honourable House is for our 
children; so you should just talk about 
the Motion. 

United Nations: Conventiqn on t~e ] 
rights of the child. · ' 

I I 
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I. 
Mr Eze: Thank you, Mr Speaker ? 

am just trying to trace the generality o'·f 
the rights of the child . 

~~' 

Mr Speaker, recently Mr President 
endorsed a law bordering on the rights 
of the child and some of the provisions 
in the law as enshrined in the United 
Nations Convention and our own law is 
that the child should be given adequate 
education. A child within the age of 
one to eighteen is within the limit of the 
school age. Seeing thein carrying bread 
and all sorts of merchandise along our ' 
streets is an eyesore. It is against the 
law of the land and also against the 
United Nations Convention on the 
rights of the child. 

' I ~~~~ , . , 
pbised td make laws that will better the 
live~· or' , tlie i children of this · State. 
The~efore I am

1 
asking this honourable 

HoJse tb support this wonderful Motion 
I that ·· borders "on the welfare or our 

children. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr 0. Chukwuegbo (Enugu South 
II): Mr' Speaker, honourable Colleagues, 

. I hav'e ~isen to support this all-important 
,. Motion;, just . because of its ' .,, 

consequences. Mr Speaker, it does not 
I • I 
giv~ 1 roq,p1 for proper development of a 
ch ild to l1 be a street hawker. The 'child 

' ,I •I 1 II 

eventually becomes debased. 
,. ' 

I believe that what encourages child 
street hawking is ,lack of control in birth 
rate. 

1
That is the major factor. When 

Therefore, it is necessary that mf : ortd "giVes !birth ' to the nu~ber of , 
hon . Colleagues should give this ,1 children~: one cannot take care of, he has ' 
Motion hundred per cent backing. j~ I i' to ijnd la way of feeding the . children. 
wonder whx a child · of school age .. thg~ on y' alte~riative is to commer'cialise 
should be carrying banana and other theth. II, believe this Motion should be · 
wares along the streets at odd times. In given an easy passage, but at the same 
this State, our government has a gooa time, Mr Speaker, there is a little 
educational programme, free education adj ustment necessary to be made in the 
for the school child, yet some of our prayers. 
parents, some of the guardians of the . ' •1 I 

children push them into the streets 1
1' ·' I believe that prayer No. 1, should be 

against the law of the land. 
1 

' transposed to prayer No. 3, and prayer 3 
• • ·, ·I' ~~~. · transposed to prayer 1. Prayer 3 states; 

• I J!, ~ 1. ' 'till 1·• ' ' ! 
So, this Motion, Mr Speaker, is just That the House should condemn in its 

trying to amplify the 'obvious and we k'ntlte'tx i'~he abuse 'of child's right, ivhich 
must rise up to the challenge, no matter thi.sl : ~~~h~hole~o'irle ·trade .otherwise 
the economic hardship around us. wb teferr~d io as child's street hawking has 
must protect the rights of the child. We constituted to the children in this State. 
must not allow them to loiter in order to While prayer 1, , states that the Enugu 
make money for the interest of their State Ministry : of Women Affairs and 
masters or parents, no matter the SoCia!Vevelopment in conjunction with . 
poverty level because government is oth'er r~levant agencies move into !action : 

I I i ,, '· :· q ' I ,f 

r~ ,, t~': ~~ 'I I ,'1' I 1 1 ~. I I' 
~-·_ ·_ 382 ·_IIi· ; ~:f f .n,·, .:'~'~·"'' 1" , t ,p·~,! ·1'' 1P ' 
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with a view to arresting, prosecuting [1• Mr Chukwuegbo: Mr Speaker, I 
and punishing persons . 

1Wh~ !,: hid~'! and . lstand to move for the re-arrangement of 
abet child's street hawking. ~l~1\ll 1 

:
1
'. •11•\ , the prayers. That prayer No. 1 be 

I I ., I 'I • . • · ' 'l · t 
1
ft '; transposed to rep lac~ prayer No. 3 while 

II ; believe that ~ before ,lwe I ! ~ . •prayer No. 3 be transposed to replace 
(Int~rruption) 1

1:1 . :~ .!,: :1 prayer No. 1. Thank you. 
1 I ~~ f. !I . 

I I l '' \; 
Mr Speaker: I believe that what the 

hon. Member for Enugu South II (Mr 
Chukwuegbo), is saying is correct. We 
have to agree that it should be , in that 
or er. · ; 1 . I• •11 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Thank 
you, Mr Speaker, I wish to second the 
Motion for the re-arrangement as moved 
}?y the hon. Member for Enugu South II 
(Mr Chukwu~gbo). d ' '\ I! ;, 

I , ,. ·1. " . •. .• .. ~ ·· .: 1 ~~~ ,. l,.~r·· ·if 1! 
.• ., 1 1 1 1 ' L 

1
, n .. 

t 1'11',1· , ' ~ I I 11 ~~· •:, ~I :I I I 

·' Mr ,Chukwuegb~: Mr Sp_erker, .~r?n . i \ Question put and agree1 to 
I< ((ol}ea~ues, I_ b¥~l~V~ l'·l thiS n Mo,~!On 'I •I! I . 

. ·: shou)d b~ gi~en a~. e(\SY j\pass~ge. ' 11, Prayers No. I and No. 3 accordmgly 
Thank you. 1 ;· . I . 'l\\. •JI • • transposed 

I •• ,I I' 

Mr Speaker: I hope that ' y~u heard 
what the hon. Member for Enugu South 
II (Mr Chukwuegbo) said. He said that 
prayer No. 1 should ber, trimsposerl to 

' I . ' II I 'lj 1 
replace prayer No. 3, an9 pray~~ N9. ~~ 

~.should as well be transpos~d tq;,. r~pla~f 

Mr J. Anichukwu (Naknu East) : Mr 
Speaker, thank you for giving me the 
?PPOrtunity to speak on the issue of 
human development, particularly the 
children. Children should be properly 
b,arnessed, properly moulded and 
prope.rly brought ' up. This Motion is pray~rNo. i· . :: 1: .•:t ,,. ~~IL ·- .j: 

I . •I " 
" I 

properly handled by this honourable 
' r 1,! 

Mr Chukwuegbo,: Mr i Spe1ak~r, ,I 1! 
seek for the suspension of Rule jNO. 251: 1 

to enable me rhove for the adjustment of 

House and at this point in time it will 
furthermore enhance · the image of this 
House and show that we are living up to 
our responsibilities. the prayers. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II) : ·· Mr · r~ Mr Speaker, let us look round and 

Speak. er,. I second the Mo.~i?. n .. · : ~.~~.~ "· J.~~~ t !I:'.\ ' s~e traditional ·practices that add to child 
. , • \ 

1 
1'· ·~ I r , , l ;:! ~ ~l: 1}i: a~ use. These days we 'hear one ugly 

1 
Que~fi?~putan~:·~greed.f? · '~'}r \1l ,'j!

1 
~~ s~?ry or t~e other. Children .are 

· ' I 1 ! H1, . It · kidnapped m the name of hawkmg; 
1 I tl\ 

· House accordingly, suspends 'Rule 25 ' children are also sexually abused in the 
j •' I' ;! I j I I 

' to enable the han ' Member. jor,!'!-nugit name of hawking. Hawking what? 
South II (Mr Chukwu,egbo) mafce his Hawking goods. Because adequate 
adjustment. arrangements are not made to take 

. ' adequate care of the child. This 
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honourable House will be doing its~lf ; !I M~~J Speaker: The hon. Member ,for 
great service by passing this Motion. :~ Oji River rMr Obidinma) should ~ote 
Thank you. , ' " ti-I~t ~ I;! do , not want us to ridicule 

• • .. · 1 ,'jo~rs~~~~s . N Motion ' was moved and 
Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 

Speaker, I stand to give full support to 
this Motion. A lot of reasons abound 
why I want to support this Motion. 
However, for want of time, I will limit 1 

myself to two reasons only, so that the 
synergy in the reasons will help this 
House pass this Motion. ;I 

Mr Speaker: We are not in a hurry< 

·'! 
Mr Obidinma: Mr Speaker, the 

~ duly seconded asking that the Question 
be put. Now he is asking for an 
amendment to the prayers. 

1 Mr Obidinma: May I seek the leave 
. of the House to move for an amendment 
! ~o prayer one now prayer three. 
·'!I J<llf • • I I ' 

lr' ijl!l 1,., ' I 
::\! ,t~~ M~i F. ,Onah (Nsukka West) : Mr 
,: Speaker, I have risen to second the 

.. M' . .... ,,, . ·I otron. · I 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Obidinma: Thank you, Mr 
Sl Ill ' • l' I 1' h 1 peal\.er, JUSt a Itt e one, me t ree 

."jl I 1 

;person or ·persons. The S there should 

Motion has a tandem agenda. It tends 
to x-ray the sensitivity of adolescence to 
win in the leadership. Like I said earlier 
the catch-them-young syndrome in the 
Motion tend to save our children when 
they are tender because a boy will 
eventually grow to a man and a girl to a 
woman. If you have a bad son it means 
that you have a bad home, and a bad 
parent. If you have a bad girl, you will 
have a bad mother and the future will be 
affected. 

,, . . 

:'I b~1 : in, b~ackyt ~o .re~d p~r~on because bne 
1 person can . commit a cnme and one or 

rrl~re persons can also t ommit a crime. 
I ·I 

11,'1 ~~ •i:li!l . ,, I 
1 tl !· 1 I 

·' Mr F. Onah: Mr Speaker, I second 
the Motion. 

,Amendment put and agreed to. 
I, ~. 
,· I' , 

M( F. · Onah (Nsukka West): Mr 
I· I 

B'' Speaker, Sir, I wish to thank the Mover 

So, Mr Speaker, catch them young ' 
that is what the Motion is all about,,. 
Nigeria will , be better for it and ~ the 

society at ' large will enjoy it. .Mr' 
Speaker, I am done because I kriow 
there are many people who are willing 
to speak. May I at this juncture seek the 
leave of this House to make an 

~~ o(
1 
thi~[!Mot1ion iliore especially ·n?w that 

j~1· we are in Mber months. We all know 
' th~t ,irl !Mber; months, a lot of things 

amendment to prayer one now prayer 
three. 

I 
'' 

happ'en. Things that are' not good and 
children, can be exposed to many 
dangers like road accident because 
anytime 1 they 1 are hawking their wares 
and ,in'a bid, to make enough profit, they 
idn dabble in'to a moving' vehicle~ 

~' ~ 1 ~~ I ' 

11• ' l ~I ~1 I ' ' .. ·I,. r I' ,; .. ; 38411 1\ l~·'f ~ :c1'i ··1,,,,:,;,, ;\ 1'1'1.';1. •'f· ,, 
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Normally, at the point .
1

• ofi ,.:children 
I •t I ; 'I ;.:1 I II ~-

carrying .1 on this bu~ines~,. ll:tl ~~PI~ 
, traffickers normally catch themJI1'Ifor their. 

, • I" 1!1 fill 
own 1 business. "As vou knoWij! huma.n. 

' 0 1 ~~~~ 1'1 f I •u 
traffickers normally ,· go . for qyhildn~n 
between eight to nineteen years ofage. ~~d:.· .Ill 

I I .. ',I I' :! ' 

J 

' 
. :1:, OdoE.1 

· :::1 Onyeze M. N: 
'lj!~l, Amu F. E. 1· 

I~~ Onah R. :, 
1: Obidinma J. ',. 

Njeze M. 
ChigboA. · ' I II,, ,·! ' ··,j·' II'' 'I' I 

For these reasons Mr Spe~ker, I 
11 

• 

support this Motion. It is a timely Noes 5 
Motion. May I ask this honourable , Anikwe P. 
House to suspend orde,r N~.~ l 2~ f,o, ·~ Nnadi A. 

j ' I :I, ·) . t, - ., . 1. 'hB· •- .. I 

770 

enable me _c?me up ~it?~ ~n a~~· ndf· ~~pt ·: ::f Anichukwu J. N. 
and an add. Ition.al .pra. Y. ~r .. , 

1
, ~.: ,'·~.f. ,[1 ~ ... 1. 1.~ ..• ,,,,, Ezeh E .. U. 

· ' ' . . ; 1·: I .. :~ 1: '.' l ·,,1':1: ·! ··1• Eneh C. (Mrs) 
I, 1111 •''If !I · '' 11•1.\1~)' ,, h.l . j • ·~I' : . r; ~~~~~~ ~~ .;. 1''1 ' " 

Mr .,IJ. · Ob1dmma (OJ! . RI\jer): , Mr '· ,, f! ' , · 1 

Speaker . Sjr, ; f stand .. to' i seco.· nd .. ' lthis : .... 1,1 .. : Questi'on accordingly agreed to. 
M . I !I., i ,. I' I ''II ,.,.,1. I ' ot10~. 1 ·: · 1 ~· i . .t .Jj ~y;:, ' ~·:· 1 , 1 I 

, , 1 ~~ 1 ,, ':, 
1q ·I · 1 ' Deputy Leader (Mr Anibve): 

· Mr Onah: T.~at . the Ministry of Information! 
Women Affairs and Social Development ! 

should mount up serious cam~aign to : ,1,,.. Mr Speaker: Information on what? 
enlighten pepple on the; nf!:ed.1,or'Jamily ,!·; • 

I 'I I''' I 'I~~· I,., ~·1,f planning.' 1 

1
.,, ·:·:·1'1 .1!!1' .:' ."'1 •, Deputy Leader: Information on the 

I I ' ., I. - ' ·.• " .,,TIIillil· V''.'" ,,l::r I .... I I 
~ ' , · 1 ri 

1
, ··I J!·l , J;esu t. 1 

21 . '7' . h ·z)J llh , , . t ,,., • , 
., : 1 o monzto71 c z uren . ~" ey g zY:e ,,jj: ' , '' ! : 

out 1 to motherless lr babies 1 - •1 M r Speaker: No! No! 
~,, I I·• ' !I 

homes: 1 '· .; . ·~ l!' t '1 

· · · , ., · :r. \. · !! ,1 Mr E. U. Ezeh (Udenu): Point of 

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East) : Mr Order! 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to second the 
Motion for additional prayers as p1oved Mr Speaker: What Order? 
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by the hon: I'1emb~~ for'iNs~~~l w~~t ;: ' r: ~· 'I 

(Mr Onah). ' ' I'' I;: ·;1[,'1 jl~~~~-1 It 'I r. ~ Mr Ezeh: General Order. 00 ,' 11'' 11'1! 
' I I I L' ;I'- I ~ ' I ~ll. - ~~·q ' ' 

•:! -i , !I I ·' .. 1 ! 1 
,,, .~. •1 ~ ~.11, ;· •(Prolonged Laughter) ' , 1 •1.,1.:;1 [l,,ji:Jtl'i' · 

' I I ' I ·I ' I 11'1\" 1 11 ' I 

•,t
1 

Question put af!fl._the, House, 1di-l{ided I~ 1 :!~ 1

1 

'i ' ,. · 
1 

· , · '; " :1 ii.lll!t:ll·~t:l 
I "• •I II 'f ' I ' I 1 1L• " I II l Jo I' >1 1 1- II · ·• ~~ I · b11 roll call · . ' · .. q" . , 1111• Mr Speaker: I do not know why we · ' · :.~. •·'1 ".·'II 

J I I 0 I ' ' I I I •' j I' '· ,. I I 1'111! 11'1•·•1 I 

:, I ,1 
:' : •• •. 1 ;r.:. ·

1
' )J.I]. ···,1,·~ ,· :are arguing on this . . . (Prolonged 1 ', '~~~;'1!'1':"!:. 

AYES: 10, NOES: 5, Not voting: Nil. 1 ~Interruptions) , , ,., t, ., I I II I',, 
Maduabu E. ' 1 

1 
1 1 ·• 

~ I 'j 

Agbo D. I. 
Ugwu C. 

I' 

I ', 
• 

I ,I 

Mr Speaker: Order! Order! Please, I 
:do not believe in too much argument. I 

'" • ~ I i:' ~ · I 1
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sympathize with the hon . Member for .;·l. ~ S~~ ~; I pray that . hon. Membe~s will 
Udenu (Mr Ezeh) and the Deputy , understand that and try to expunge that 
Leader (Mr Anikwe) because if this 11 r particular prayer. · , . . · 
argument had COme ' Up before 'nbW, ' r, \!!; : '/ 1 • ' ' .I • ' I; 

frankly speaking, I could have changed ·· .· I[ Mr~Speaker: Which one? 
my mind, but now there is nothing I can I! 1' :. '• ,ld1 
do than to allow you to win the Mr Njeze: The second prayer. 
argument, so let us make progress. 

There is a second additional prayer 
where he said that Enugu State Ministry 
of Women Affairs should be mandated,, 
to monitor the children they give out 
from Motherless Babifs Home. . · , i~l~ .: 

l.j, 

Mr Eze: Information! Mr Speaker 
Sir, obviously this Motion was 
contained in the recent Bill signed by 
Mr President, so I do not know where 
we are heading to. 

Mr Speaker: To monitor the 
children they give out. 

·r . '' ,I It I· I I 

,· MrNjeze: Yes. 
I • 

1) Ill I 

~
1 1 ~i~l . 
:
1
: Mr. iS.peak. er: 0. K. 

I' ·ill! :'II ' 'dt I, <:o I ' 
!. 'f I ,, 1 

: :! De'p'tity Leader: Information! The 
information is on the same second 
prayer, that is, that Enugu State Ministry 
of Women Affairs should be mandated 
to monitor the children they give out. 

1 Who are the they? That they makes it 
Mr M. N. Onyeze (Igbo-Eze North confu~ing . 1The'they should be Clarified. ' 

' I "I ' I): Mr Speaker Sir, there is no need ' 1 1 !, · ,,;
1 

. , . , , 
1 

arguing further on a· matter that ~as ·r :~I 1 ~1 J j:Mr;~ E .l Odo (lgbo-Etiti 'East) : Mr 
been resolved, according to the Rule : of Speaker, Sir, I, want to disagree with the 

·I I .. 

the House, we have a Rule on how :.to 
11 
~ast .: ~otion ,because, to some extent, if 

resolve issues, when we disagree o~ a · ''•you ,want to make another Motion on 
matter and normally ... (Interruptions) Monitoring the System or how they give 

out a child from Motherless Babies 
M r M. Njeze (Udi North): Home, it will go a long way in 

Information! Mr Speaker, the ii fOntradicting what we are doing. I 
information is that this honourable ,, , believe that the said . Motion should be · 

• • \: ~' . II' • ' I 

House should know that when ' tt thrown'•out. · I wtsh to say that at about 
includes issues that ;'babies, give~ d,ut ffuro , ~~~ttings , vJe had, I made ' an 
should be monitored, : there are certain 1 r,1bbserv~lion that it is necessary that each 
implications. It may be a child has be~1n !'tiill,e r, ~h~, , ,Mo~ion o~ Amendment is 
sold or a child bought for rituals. I want 'Coming' tip, it is by Rule. It is not proper 

' ~ · I I I I J t 

us to understand now that if ever we to stand and move a Motion; it should 
include this, the impression could be be circulated in advance, and it is not 
interpreted in several ways, it will proper to stop a person who is 
ridicule this House. . j: c. ?. nt~ib~ting ' bec.~u. se such a thing is a , 

'I ''· : 'l,·j·l,. ,, 111'.1.. I . ,., I •f . , •. 1,11 ,. I·.·· ,. 
' • ' I ' . 'I' I I , .. ;, .,,,, i 

,,i 386 ~l\l· · ~·~;o :I.Ji" ' ~ '"' ;:, !.: ,, :· :: I I! ·, !· • ~ . .. .. . : 
I •. ,. • II 

II• · ul't ~ I ·· J~ ,J,. '' J, ' l! V ,t I 
I I ~ . j ~t, ~ . I· ip:' 

:,l " · ~'i .. ·.·!·.· .. ~: •. ~ .. ,.~ .• ; ~ ~ t,l: 1;i ~~~~~:~~ : ~ · t .:w 
· •·~•!!; . 'i 'HI, r,. · .. . 1 ~~ • 1.
1
, \1~-~·.J; .,, '" I 'I ., •. Ill . • r , . l r; ~ . I . 

... 

0 

"" 

. r • ~ ' 
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~ ' I :1 ' ir 
~· I; ; I 

convention, and once you ,call the 1w.
1 

or.
1
o 

1 ' if 1 I r. j 1 r 1 •! !I f'~: • · , j .. · 11 

, Mot~o_n, i be . 1 it 1 A~e~dme~ti, !ll ~ffi ~! ~t 
anythmg, and people cannot contnoute, 
I belie~e such a thing is not 'god~.' 11 

\ ~~~~~ 
I • I 1.1,1' ~ 
: ' i I t "'I I' ~ I 

I hereby suggest 1 and pray, to Mr '1 

Speaker that ' in ,. view 1 of ! future ·• 
conventions such as this, that ' people 
should be allowed to air their views so 
as to know wh~ther the wisdom in their 

' I• • 
I. f~uestion ,,was put at the appropriate 
· time. I cannot dissolve it now. 

l'lj!:i ' •· j' ' . . 

:l m Se':eral Me~ ,hers: P~t this Question 
on this now. 

Mr Speaker: Question was put at the 
appropriate time. The Question is that 
we expunge the second prayer. 

contributions will be of pene:ey,t' t?;·. thi,s, • :! Question put and agreed to. 
House in taking deci~ion. ,, ~ rl\~11 1 1 ' ~~~~· 1~1!( '· : ·~ I 

1 . oil., • j 1 "I .11 ·~ · \.,. •, •I 

•; · • , 1 .\1 1 '
1
• .1 I 1.1r· :~ : 

1 
~. ~~. ~ 1 J Prayer No. 2 accordingly expunged 

1 ~r Spe~~er: M~Y t~e 1hon·.,
1 
MeWPff ~· I. j . , I' 

for ,Igbp-Etiti East (Mr 1 O~o), ~llo~1 rrye · rl. Mr C. Ugwu: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
correct one impression. ! Honour~b~e . want to use this opportunity to thank the 
Members do . not 

1 

move their ::t-Jotions ' Mover of this Motion. I align myself 
when the Question has been put:' Ifthey completely with this Motion. It is very 
want to see the truth before the Motion 
was seconded it could be that point in 
time that people wou!4 , have· raised the 
objection, ~ut I was asked!l, to.>' p'~ut: .J.Ia · 
Q . d I 'd'd ·l·l ,· I ··~ uest!On' ,an I I 'li r§O. . .'L . 

. (Int~rruptions) . I : I ,, ' l''i~, I " '
1 
:' :''!·~" 

, 1 ; · ~. r:o •· '•r!,•· · llj '' • :1' 
I ' f ' l•' t il; 

',•r ·'': 

Order! Probably, you know ,that the :I 

other people were thinking that il they 
I ' 

would win; so the only way to show 
them effective democracy is for me to ,, 

carry everybody along. I do not belong 
to any side, I do not want to d9: thftt.' :, I 
only want the ; flying aircraft to , fly on. 

important. 

, .~" However, I want to seek the leave of 
:~he House to suspend Rule No. 25 to 

', enable me move a Motion for an 
I 

amendment. 
1'1 ~ 

~~ 

I> 

'
1

'· Deputy Chief Whip (Mr Agbo): I 
rise to second the Motion to suspend 
Rule No. 25, to enable the bon. Member 
for Enugu East II (Af.r Ugwu) to move 
his Motion for an amendment. 

Question put and negatived. 
Ill! ,, ... I I 

If somebody .w'\fltS tqe . House to' be .. , 
divided, J will 1quietly divide tli~ H~use, ' .·· ·~ 1

Mr M. Njeze ·· (Udi l North): Mr 
even ''if they JWant .rby pwn: vote, .II! will ;~ I ,Speaker, I am wholly in support that the 

. , ~ 'I ' . 
,, cas~ m~ ~ote. 1 

I • ~; 
1 

!·H!'. 11: j:. " ,child is the mother of the m~n. If you 
1 

• , , 1 1; , 1 '!:i; .. ':! . · look up at the Gallery you will see a lot 

,, 

So, if you want tp ~ niise an · ~bjedtion ' of children. I cease this opportunity to 
and you want to argue on a matter when 'thank you and now I observe that this 
the Question is not put, you are free to prayer which will be communicated to 
do that, I am not against it. , T~e said ithe outside world does not contain the 

i: 

I' ,, ; 
I 

t il 

I'"' 
. 

;·; ! 

I 
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subject of this Motion . The subject of : conde~~~~· thi~ thi~g and take a· good 
the Motion is that This honourable'1 

, lead.!l· Tll~nk you. · · · 
h ld h E 0 b ' I'. I;' !) "' . . ' ' " ' ' I Houses ou urge t e xecut1ve to an ',,, ., '' )! 11r ,1 H " ! .:· ·,1. l' :. . . . 1 · ,: .: · 

I ' ' I I· '"' ~ l' ~ . J. ij J I I ' ' : I ',, 'I 

the practice. This prayer I believe is to 1 ''. Mr .Qdoh: Point 'of, Order! I want to 
serve the best interest of the good :, ·· staie ~[that; the 2oth Novertiber 1959 and 
intention of the Movers of the Motion , 'the1 20th l' ~ovember; 1989 Constitution 
who have done this House proud by1 edition of the UNO is anchored in our 
bringing up the Motion. So, may I own· Nigerian Constitution as you can 
please seek the leave of the House to see in Section 34 (i) (a-c) . The essence 
suspend Order No. 25 to enable me add ·of street 

1
hawking normally is to debase 

to the prayer. [tHe· child's normalcy, I and to force the 
,
1 

I cliild, into , what is ~ailed child labour. I 
Mr Onah: _Mr ~pe~,ker, I stand t~~~. 1ar~M a_ski;ffg . ,¥.~ . Speaker to put I the 

second the MotiOn. , · ' .:11 ,,Ques_._ ~to,n ;lll_·l·. 1
. : : 

lj, .' t~~~ 'I if] I' ' 'iii 1 , : ' '· \ I ' 'I 

fl. 'If I'' I' . I 

··J··· :·~ Qyestif!~, That the Question be now 
:. put, put and agreed to. 
: . i~l 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker, thank you very much for ' Main 'Question put and agreed to. 
giving me this opportunity. I align ·• ,, .i: ;, ., I • 

f II . h h 0 b I ' 71 II ''d 

Question put and negatived. , 

mysel who y w1t t e MotiOn ecause ,f. : 1 1Reso ve : i ' .~ : 
1 

,. 

of i~s importance and the goal of the,(; ,1- } .·i:< .,\\'i
1
That the_ ~ouse . · should 

Mot10~. . "\ ou see,. the .Wor!d, Health, 11~ i I 1 '1:~ If 1 u.,co~9e~n ~~ : tts . ~ntlrety: ~h~ . ' 
Or~amsat10n_recogmzed ~he nght_ofthe:'i' l \'.~~1: ••. 11! ·:~_·i~~~b.use of child'~ nghts ,whtch 
chtld or chtldren. Th1s practtce of. '•• ': '.111·~ j' · ~~thts ' ' !unwholesome trade 
hawking is very dangerous. · ~o say that ~; .• l~l[t1~1 ,:\1 .,, 1 \~:othe~lse r~ferred to as _child 
we should not talk somethmg about : ~~!. :;r~ . ·! street hawkmg has constituted 

,, 

birth control - it should be raised. Why " .. :• to the children in this State. 
I said this is that they are being given to 
those that give them load which is , 2. 1 , , That the State Ministry of 
heavier than their age. They now carry 1 ;1 .. ·!: :II' •!_ women Affairs and Social 

"l' I IJ I ·I 

thes~ wares around ~n the streets ,, ;, ~i .i,;\' . 1 , 1pe~elopm.ent should ~rga~ize 
lookmg for ways of sellmg them. That , .

1 
. : q1· ~: , ,,,~~nhghtenment Campatgn and 

children become ~h~t thrY are ·d~pe~ds·ir ~ : ~1 1 ·)·)I J!,pounselin'ls for th~. peo~Jd of 

on the mode oftrammg and up .bnngmg '.i!.1 , J.·····!·r!. l!, .. '_':l_.
1
1 •. ·.1!Enu. gu .. l State ~_on :· dangers \ of 

h 0 d s 0 0 l l f '" I .• , '1'1 ·I" ''I h' "ld' I h 'k· I ' ' t ey :ecetve . o, 1t mvo ves;a ot _o 1·,;~ ·'.' · ~. ; 1::;•''~ .1, ,s :street aw ~ng . 1 
planmng. We have to take family :i\ . ;.'; t: I 1 

• 

1 

, • ~ ·• . 

planning or birth control seriously. If ,· 3. ~ 1 That the Enugu State Ministry 
you observe the acts we have around the of Women Affairs and Social 
State, or even the country, you can see ,. ' , ' 

1
· ' Development in conJ"unction 

0 0 'I I I II • 
the ills of child abuse. We should .1 ,, '\· .• I 'flli.with other. relevant agencies 

I ,. ·I• 'I · 1 •• , • ·1 • f IJ f' .I t l j t I I )t J 
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· move into ~~c~i~n, 1~ith'l\1 ~1 iew l',.· Question, . you say no. I' II get you II I ~~ i I •I ' I . 

, to arresti.n~, pros~cuttpg 1 ffiand .',:; \ arrested. 
1 punishing person(~) 'f~O ~ids, 11

1
, 

, and " abets :1 chilp' s street ~~~ 
I ··I· h 

hawking. , '•1• ·' 11: 1 .,.J ''J I 
. . I l\ 

1 I I •I· dl; i il! .1 

ANNOUNCEMENT I ' '.;, ' 

I 
I 

I' 

' Invitation 

Hon A. Chigbo has invited all hon 
Members and Staff to the formal 

You are Leaders of Tomorrow 
opening of CITOBI Business Centre at 
No. 4 Presidential Road, Enugu, at 

.
1 

4p.m. Today. 
Mr Speaker: I wish to' I ht.unbly ' 

dl• ' if I~ ·I ,. 
recognize the presence of teachers and Meeting , 

I' 1 ' I m 11 i 
1; :i stude{ltS of Queens College Enu~ ~d t , . 

·.: Midland II' Nursery/Primaryi l,'II, S,¢hool: '' ::.\.I Honourable Members are to meet 
;~ 

rl •1. , · • 1 I 1J ;1 1 I 
IEnugu who · are here today to. se1e ,for 1 i, today on the rising of the House in 

. 'thems',elves ~ the , "';:~Y ;an,d\:1\·· rP~~p.er \! Speake,r's office. 
I democracy works. 1 I ' wish ' to 1let you 

, I I .t I 

know that the House of Assembly is a ADJOURNMENT 
very powerful arm of government. You 
will recall that it was from 1999 that the .1

1

.. Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
Legislature, Executiv~ and Ju~iciary :· may I move that this House do now 
came in place. . f ' 1 .t 1· '!11, 11i11·\ •: '1 :~\ :,11~\ · .·_:adjourn till Thursday, 13th November, 

•'" .,, ••• I I, l!' ' 11, ; I 
1 i · ·1 1\'1·'1 1 11 ~' •12003 at 1 Oa.m. , 
I II " I I I 

You are• here today to observe the ' 1 1'.~ ' • ,. 

Legislature because ; democra~y is ~n ~~ Mr E. Mad~abu: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
course in Enugu State. So, I welcon1e · rise to second the Motion. 
you and wish , you well : in all ' y~ur 
endeavours. Anytime you feel 1 like 
watching our proceedings, do come 

Question put and agreed to 

around. You are leaders of tomorrow, Resolved: That the House do adjourn 
and should always learn to comport till Thursday, 13th .November, 2003 at 

' ' ~ f! l t ~ I 

yourselves. :_ . . . . · . :1:1\" ~~;rt· ... i\'!1 ' 1pa.m. 
,i:; II I' l,j of• ,. ·I I 

' (. H \ .. ' I t . .,. M' . ~ , t' • :l''r . . 
' : I wish to appeal to :. the leader'~\ of ,~ -Jl ~~~ Adjourned accordingly at 2.45 p .m . 

these ~youn'g childre~ to'' let 'the~ 'khoW1
• r 'l ' ' ' 

' 
1 

• h • ' h 1G 1111 ' I ,I 11 ,. that anytime .t ey are m t e a ery, •· · 
: they an~ not allowed to talk: Any, other ' }\ 

day you come to observe us and you ,1 

behave the way you have done ' today, 
you will. be arrested. You should listen 
to the debate and not when I put the 1 

I . ''!' "I'· ~~ . \1' 
~ ,. II lil.'l" II :~1. ' ' •' 

i 1'·1 , .. ·~I !II 389 I 
'I •. 'i •.• ,.II ' I 

i • . ·.~ l\11 ' I ': II~~ 
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I HOUSE oi AssE~~~ ·.~ ·~ f:, Votes and Proceedings 
'I • :1• !1111 •r 111 -~~ jjtlz 7\T b 2003 

ENUGU STATE OF N~OERIN 
1,111 1 vove~ . er, ' 

. lill , , l ": 1,1 pdopted. 

780 

of Tuesday, 
accordingly · 

; Thursday;· 1 31~ 'NoJembe~, 2003~ 
'· · '·d' r,. 11 

(The House met a{ 10 q.m.) 1 . 

I. ' '\' I ''\ 

Message from His Excellency the 
Executive Governor ofEnugu State 

I , ' ·: 
" ,, I 

. PRAYERS I I 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES~ ' " The hon. Speaker 

Government House, 
Enugu 
Nov_ember 11, 2003 

- 'I . 111 'I I I ' ' II' ~· I I 

'. · P;ROCE,:ED~G~i\"'' 1 t·i~·~ W\1 : · •· Enugu State Hou;e of Assembly, 
• : 1 ' ·; 1 1 ·1, ,,. ~ • I Enugu n: ,, Mr Speaker: .. · Honourable 1 1 • 

' ' ' . 1 • I I 'Ill ,. 'I ,I ' 1'1 

. ?I '\ Colleagues, 'our. Votes and Prpceedings, : •:I Dear Sir 
w : .• of •Tuesday, 11 111 November,n 2003 ~. are ' ,:· ' 
·i. · before us. , I have gone \ thr~pgh ·jthem, \1\ REQUEST TO APPROVE TO 
1 and found them to be correct. ·}Iowever, , COMMISSIONER-NOMINEES AND 

I need your comments. Thank you. MEMBER, LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
SERVICE COMMISSION: 

'j .,i 

Deputy Chief Whip (Mr Agbo): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have gone thr.ough the 

• I j. \! t ~I 

Votes and Proceedings of\i,,! ou~ last 
sittjng and found them c9,,rre~t .' "lt~ I 
therefore, move for the adoption of the 

, I 'I ~i II 

Votes and Proceedings as1 correct 
• '. I ,, 

recording of what transpired that day. 
I I "I I 

Thank you. , · 1 
• ! 1 ~ 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues, I have 
equally gone , through the V 9tes;:. and 

. Proceedings of last sitting an
1
d found ' 

"' them tp be th~ true ,:r~t1ectioriJ ?f ~~~at 
. we , d~ ~s.cussed. , I I tqerefo~e, sY.c~nQ1 ,th4~ 

r,., Motion for their a'doption. Thank Y?u·\ 
\• ·, ' I ' .·· ! 'jh' I ,,,' 

1'. 

.. 

.. , I 

Que~tion put and agreed to. ~!·\\ 1.(''\ ' \ · 
r I '"'I' 'I ' 

I. 

t ~ I 

I 
I 

'I •.1 
c '! ; 

~ I I t 

i'l 'I 

~·· ' 
f I' 

II 
I 

' "· j· II , .,. ' 
' . .•. ,, t· I 

.; 1•1 
' ,, j 

.; 

~!I 

:· ~ q, 
'" I I I 

I 

:, I have the pleasure to forward the 
j., following names as Commissioners for 
··:'confirmation by the Honourable House. 

\1, I 
ti> I ' 

111 1. Commissioner Nominees: 
Mrs Joy Ezeilo 
Hon Chinedu Onu 

2. Member; Local Government 
Service Commission: 

Eugene Odo 

~s I await for the anticipated 
·~onsideration of this request, please 
accept the renewed assurance of my 

~ w.r armest regards and best wishes . 
''\1 ' ' 

'(Signed) 
His Excellency, 
Dr. Chimaroke Nnamani, MD 
Executive Governor of Enugu State 
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Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): May I Mr 'E. U. Eze (Udenu): Mr Speaker, 
move that the message · from · , His ' Sir, li have risen to second the Motion. , 
Excellency be accepted ' for ·IIi' , lilt 
consideration at the next . legislative d ·~ ~~~ , Mr Ezema: ,: Mr Speaker, , Sir, it 
sitting. ' ' ' .. . ,, ··,1 see'ms a 'universal judgement that the 

' 

1 

,, 'I !~ask! of COntrolling crimes and ensuring 
' I' 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North): I have · 1! the :s'ecurity ,of· citizens is a continuous 
risen to second the Motion as moved by ' one: As criminals devise more subtle 
the Deputy Leader of the House. ways of carrying out their wicked acts, 

Question put and agreed to. 
both the government and other 
organizations ,as well as well-meaning 

I, citizens .of this country should step up 
Message from His Excellency! security strategies to ensure public 

accordingly a~cep!ed fo~ consi~e~~ti~n~~~ P,ea~e an~. ~:d~r. , , , i 

at the next !egzslatzve szttzng. . 1, .l .ill!, · 
., ' ~ir l~ ' yv e are all aware of the efforts of this 

Mr Speaker: The Clerk should'u !:Government to control the nefarious 
formally inform them to appear· for ·' activities of those who hide ·under the 
screening on Tuesday 18th November, ·. cloak , of · being commercial motor 
2003. cyclists also known as Okada riders, to 

commit crimes such as armed robbery, 
Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): . Are • , l.car;-snatchingand other atrocities. 

we having a legislative sitting that day! .:; ,. i , 1ili • • . , . ' 

]'' . ;ri!~ 
1
'
1
: The P?SSibl_hty, .oftho~e unscrupulo'us 

NOTICE OF MOTION : i .~. ~- I jlelements , usi~g non-descriptiv~ an.d 
' 'j:unbranded , veh1cles to comm1t cnmes 1s 

Re-Introduction ofUniform Colour !1:11 :verY1obvious . . 
for Commercial Vehicles in Enugu . :, '" ·' ' 

State On Thursday 16th October, 2003 a 
dismembe~ed body of an innocent 

Chief Whip (Mr Ezema): Mr .. nursing mother was found early in the 
Speaker, Sir, thank you for allowing md

1
: morning at the Chime Avenue junction 

present th is Motion standing in my · along Enugu-Abakaliki express way .. 
name: . That this. ,House do urge .the~;!l S~1i! coul,d: ha~e been a, ~ict~~ ?~ ritual 
Executive to direct the appro~nat~;ll i'1k: li~rs , who , tnc.ked her. mto JOmmg an 
Agency to adopt and :nforce ~n.Ifor~~~~ ;ILUn~,P?,Wn. ,, ! v~hicle mistaken' for a 
Colour for Commercia! .Yehicl~s m ' 1:!!c,ot;nmer1Ial ·one. . 
Enugu State. ! I · ,• I · ' : 

I ~!! 

j, 

It shall therefore be an additional 
security measure if uniform colour for 

1 
commercial yehicles :- buses and cars is 

I 'I !P I ' ~ 391 , ~fl~, • , • , ::';I I , • IJ -,: r . I :ri i I 
11

1· I • • I .... '"I 
~ lit . :I ' , I ~ I ' ' ', ' r . . u I • J I '4, f. • I! 
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' ' ' ' ' I I 'I •'I·!"' " I" ·t 'I' ' i I ' I ,,;,, .,,;1. :,ij ', 
re-introduced in Enugu Stat.e'

1
to forystall ;: ·. iii . 

' , ' ,. , ., I\\' i'i. I r I 
risi~g crimes in · the ~~~te . lii~States !' ,li~e i,f 

· Lagos, Edo, Kogi and ' Abuja' and many t~r 
I ·I· h 

. others ex,ercise the 'identity and decorum ' 1
' 

derived from uniform cplour 1; ,1for 
commercial vehicles. If enfcirced, then 
the measure would restore our 'urban 
centers to the safe havens they were 
known to be by both residents as w~ll as 

784 

That Members of the Public 
shall be advised not to board 
any vehicle hot bearing the 
approved colour in their own 
interests and they will be 
advised to report such 
vehicles to the law-
enforcement agents . 

visitors. It :':"ill ~lsq 'aid th,~1 ,.R~,li~~~ in :; . In view of the fact that the security of 
combating cnmes as the veh1clesl ;would ,,, hfe and property is one of the greatest 

... oi < be'. easily identified.;' i.·· ~: :~' :~,L" r1:j', ' . I '.\. obligations'' our Govern'ment owes her 
. l'i ;j I' !111 ,· .,1,, . ,, ··I r·\:a~~. t·;~1 'i l~f' ~. l,Jt :I,' ;:t citizens;' it is hoped that' this honourable 
I ,~ ~. .. Besides the reasons given! above, it ' .~.~ House ' will · give the Motion the 

:I 

'~!i~: ' 
~ ": 

"! 

f: 
" 

'" 

' ' ~ 11·11' l : ' '' 
will ynhanye the ~q~mopol)tap ovtlook ill necessary support it deserves. 
of our urban areas, add to their aesthetic · : 
value and complementthe phYsic~! and Be it moved and it is hereby moved. 
infrastructural development of these ' 
urban centers by His , Excellency, the .. 
Executive Governor ofEnugu State. ·, 

. , ' ' I '1. "!!•I .·\! I 

Mr E. U. Eze (Udenu): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I have risen as a co-sponsor of this 

~ ·all-important Motion to speak on it. 
',:•The Motion borders on security measure 

' for life and properties ' and for easy 
~~· identification of comi~ercial vehicles . 

' ,, l' j I ' 1tl! 11 II' •:1' !': .•. 1111 

' rrayers: I ., ' ' \1\t I, I, I 

· · As an ·additional measure u
1
to ensu. re 

I ' I·' Ill I I 
the security ·Of life and property in OUr ,, 
State, the Enugu State House : of We know that not every citizen of this 

State is privilege to own a car, if you Assembly is hereby urged to resolve as 
follows: ' watch what is happening today in our 

.i 
: 

,, ... 

I. That the Executive do direct society, you find that all sorts of 
the Ministry of Transport or vehicles pool at various points operating 
any appropriate aut~10rity 1 ' , to ·: as commercial vehicles; at times 

, enforce the reintroductionJ of ··Mercedes, . Volvo, etc., without 
uniform ,;· .: l 1 ~olou'tl .~·~~l 'for .. <'~dentification. So this Motion seeks to 

. ,;-\, :;, :: corAm~r9~~1 ~.~ ; ~eh,iC)~s lJ\ '1, j .n .~ .: 1 ,fn.~ure that ~;~niform c,ol~ur be ~e
, :':::.' , 1 Enugu• State; to ·chec,k v10lent 1: 'lmtroduced so that all any commercial 
; ·crimes' in the State. \1HI' ' ·'I 'l;:l ', 1 

•'vehicles · can easily be identified, not ' 
ii ; .:: That once.' enforced; ~· some I some people hiding under private 

weeks of ,' g~ace be~l'gr~nted , :,vehicles and so on. If you go to Rivers 
after which the Police shall State, they have a uniform colour which 
be authorized to impos~ fines ~ is blue and white; if you go to Kaduna 
and impound any !r non- '.State it is green and yellow and if you 
compliant ~ehicle. 1\ :'I ·~ .1! ~ .\go to Lagos they have yellow yellow. If 

I 

II. 
I ~I I 

' . '\H:, , ~, .'k =·~~ .I,~ , 
• 1 ~r 1.1. 1 • ~ J,, •• ' , 

' l ' ·''' '''1''1! :, ... J•\11• 

·' • ·! \li!r 
1':\; 
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" 
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you go to other parts of the country you The beauty of the town will be 
witt find that various State governments ·enhahced and if.you forget your bag or 
adopt uniform colours for their . Y?ur 1:w urse or: anything inside . the 
commercial . · vehicles for easy 

1 1 v
1
ehides, it, w,ill be easy for you to pick · 

identifidation. ·· l !' -' 1. t~~em ' up thle·: next day.'' But by tHe time 

This Motion is seeking for the 
reintroduction of similar measures in 
this State. I am reminding all my 
Colleagues to give this Motion their 
support because good wine needs no 
advertisement. Thank you. 

,, 
Mr C. 0. Enebe (Awgu North): ,'Mr 

Speaker, I . have ris~n to support 'this 
Motion. This Motion as far as I ·hm' 
concerned is very timely because apart 
from the security aspects as the Mo':'er 
of the Motion has highlighted, there are 
other issues that are involved. For 

' J 'I!) fl• : • ' 
'ybu board these rickety buses that· have 

~~~! n~ i&ntification, the only thing·that will 
' m~ke you to know the particular bus is 
if you have the idea of the face of the 
driver. And how many times does one 
enter and look at the face of the driver. 

1 , Most 1 of the time one does not even 
,. i kri'ow1

: whether the 'driver is tall or short 
~:l 1 beca~~e ~e is sitting_ dow~ and driving. 
ij(By ,. tHe · t1me you d1semtiark from the 
~1 .vehicl~ and you see him the next day, 

.tt!~t !man behind the , steering who 
!j * t ,. I 

appeared to be short will be a giant. So, 
the 'only way to identify a bus in case of 
trouble, is by colour. 

instance, now that we are clamouring 
for Enugu Air port to be an international : ·i'·'· l S~'·'' I ~m totall~ in support of thi~ 
one, there is need to prepare enough -Motion, and we know actually .that there 
ground so that if one enters ·l a · '' isl! haf~ship in terms of money to paint 
commercial vehicle he will not bef:i in .l ''~ th'e vehicles' by the 'dperators but afte; all 
trouble. i '' th1~y do charge exorbitant fares · from the' 

"· "r t 
1peopl<r'~ ; So, I urge my hon. Colleagues 

In other areas like overseas the ka~u- ' to::sup'port this Motion. Thank you. 
kabu - private owned taxis - operate 
alongside the coloured cars. So, the 
choice will be that of a person who is 
using them. He may either choose the 

I 

coloured vehicles that are publicly '. 
h . b I• aut onzed y the Government or try his 

luck on those operating with a_ ut , 
I 

authority. So, when tHis is introduced,11, it 
will show to people coming to Enugu 
State that there is decorum in transpo'rt 
business in the State. 

.. I 
I j 

,,, 

Mr J . N. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): 
Mr Speaker, thank you for giving me 

i: the,, opportunity to speak. First and 
foremost, I supp'ort' the Motion because , 

~ as . far ,; as I am concerned this M~tion is ; 
~~~very iwportant. My little contribution to 
this M6tion' is that what was known as 
I ,q ,I I 

En~gu :!l State': before and immediately 
Jaffer : 1 th~ · civ'il war was that every 
comm~rcial ·vehicle in Enugu State was 
known for its identification. Also all the 
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vehicles commg from Lagos, everybody :11 we ·1 are very much alive to tackle 
willtellyou' th.attheycame' fr·o· m~,ago~'. ' ~. anYthing that will' affect their lives. 

I ' ' ·I' I ~~,i ,, ), ! "' . I' 

·' I • , ,, .. ~ · .,1, ~~'''' · II'·' Thaljlk you, Mr Speaker. 
This' time around efforts are 'being · ·;, . ': 

made to curtail the ~ctivities·, of" .~o~e ~:, 1 
Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu ~outh): 

scrupulous elements the Okada. iThts !· Thank you, Mr Speaker, I have nsen to 
action has been tried on Okada and we support this very important Motion for 
are noticing some improvements. Some its imp01tance. You should remember 
of the activities of the people of under , that the law on this uniform coloured 
world were effectively reduc~d b~caus~ :lr.!; con1mercial vehicles was in force before 

there was identificiltio. n ~a. rt · ·:1~11'" ~·d~~ I.J 
1 
. .1 t~e .. ~ivil wa. r and inimedia_tel~ after the 

1: : ' , · ' ,\1 j1J:~ I,. 'rh ]· \ ·· ~ ~ 11[ CIVIl• war but at a later date It d1ed down. 
. ·~ qne o~ ithe,, Right hQ1n. : ' Me,~be~~ h~~ ~~ 1; ,, :!:::\.' " ' : "' ' 1 · 

: P?inted 9u: 'that pain~ing ''of c?mmffcia~ h·· , I~ you were here at the time that law 
vehicles is, very expensive. I· agree bu~ ' ,'' was in force, really you will see the 
security 'is' worthwhile I and: it' is ·l ~er~ i !It beauty of Enugu State and that was the 
expensive. And any reasonable citizen

1 
time Enugu was the capital of East 

no matter what he pays for his life to be Central State. Like some of our 
free and secured will never say it is too neighbouring States, a lot of people are 
much. We are human beings and we ·~ protected . We are no longer in a 
are reasonable :too, and anYthing:j-w'eii• ,,) posi,tion to kn'ow whether a vehicle is a 
hav;e do?e is! in making sure, that:~~esd; 11\~ co!nmercial vehicle ·, or not unle~s the 

, Okada or bus owner~. pro9ure ~q~ f1~wmts :ll~dnvfrs or conductors are shoutmg -
at a reasonable price. What matters' also . l',,Obiagu, Emene. This practice is making 
is: let it be done in ·good time and at thel· fpeople to enter dangerous vehicles. But 
convenience of the commercial vehicle

1 
.!; .jWhen we have identity for commercial 

owners. I, · ' · vehicles, like taxi and others, mere 
looking at the vehicle will show which 

Mr Speaker, what is necessary is to one to enter and which one not to enter. 
do what is right, and I know a lot of 1 :,So this is very important. 

"II ' b d . d ~ I ' :!I I ,. advantages WI .: e enve ·,"·' omf. ltr'l ·• 
se~urity . ar~angement. 1 • · ~g!liJil we:; ~rej~,,;,; Wit~1 :he few c?mments, I , w~ll say 
aware that everybody ts a commercial \!\ ,: l'that t~Is ts a very tmportant MotiOn: I 
operator) and ·we do not 1kflow 1whi,ch' is' lfl am urging every h~n. Member Of this 

' I j ~ ' • I 

which, .and when you want tolill go li 1, ;honourable House to support the 
anywhere I and board any :vehicle, l :x~u ·j i : •• Mpti?n .. In the absence of any. other 
may not know that they are " ·not contqbut10n, I ask that the QuestiOn be 
commercial vehicle operators. · So, Mr put. 
Speaker, I think this Motion should be 
passed by this honourable House this Mr Speaker: Excuse me. The bon. 
time so that the ,Public 'Yi,ll

1 
kno~ S.~~!l\ ljJember for Uzo-Uwani (Mr Chigbo), 

' I •I' 111:! . ~~~: 1'~ 
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should know that this is a place where into this commercial venture because 
we do serious business. I just have .to , 1the rareas that were yielding income for 
warn you. If you do not want to ·stay 

1
'! them are no rriore there. ' 

. ·' I I II' 
here, you should JUSt walk out. If you 

1 
t •!;· 11:. • . 1 . , 

do not want to support the Motio~: the':! 1.i jjf: •,Pensidnets nave not been , rec~iving 
only thing is to make your contribution • lpensions for four to five moths; workers 
and oppo~e it; .it is very simple; rather,, li 1are\}; yet 1 to. be ~ paid salaries 
than makmg stgns to other Members .. ~ll (Interruptions) 
You are marking X. What does X tnean. '; ' 
We are here to listen to superior An hon. Member: In this State? 
arguments. 

1 Deputy Leader: I mean in some 
Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo-Uwani): Mr',., .bther States. 

I· ,,1 Ill 

Speaker, I am sorry. i. . 1 ' :.r• , 
,; · '.,~ ~~~ ~ Thfr (~. E.nebe ,(Awgu North): Point 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr·~! of Order! Pomt of Order! : 1 
Speaker, I thank you for giving me' thel;:, .:t1 

1 
~~:;! ~· . •: , 

audience. I want to appeal to' r our~ ,il, ;• Mr Speaker: The: Deputy Leader 
conscience with regards to the way ·Well! , (Mr Anikw'e) should listen to the point of 
do things. I am saying this because the Order. You should sit down or I walk 
issue before us is what we should you out. ., Can you get seated. You 
discuss. We are here to discuss issues. cannot be indicting the government by 
We are not here to attack people. 1 ·~ 1 ''il ~ say1ing that it is owing salaries for three 

,' · }' 11
1
months or pensions for five to six 

I. hav~ an oppos.ing .view o~ · this ; 'Jirn~nths . and. you w.ant me .to allo': you 
Matton. And that vtew ts that we are ~ ,Ito contmue. So listen to the Pomt of 
here representing OUr people. We:· are · ,

1
• ~~9rder. ' 1 I : ··' [ • 

also here to express their views. We are:,J, J1 .,11 1 ~1,.. ·~ • ·· 
dl ·'t ' I I' 

also here to guide and protect them · ,; Mr C. Enebe: My Point of Order is 
against any thing that will affect them based on the title of the Motion. This 
directly or indirectly. Motion is not seeking to outlaw Kabu-

, . Kabu operators. What it is seeking is 
This Motion that is seeking for thd , that those who operate commercial 

J • 

reintroduction of a uniform colour for, vehicles should paint them. 
all commercial vehicles in Enugu , Statel'! " j'1., 1. .: ' 

I ' ., I I I ~~· ·I II, I II .• I ' I 
may have come at'the wrong time'.J. We i1 r r~ you '· bring your own Motion 
are also aware that many people )tbday :li! ',-JlbArl~ihg Kczbu-Kabu, we will know, but 
cannot afford even to pay \~heir~; ~M'e iJre ~ot1 saying that they should be 
children's fees . We cannot continue to ba'nned . . What we are saying is that 
impose more hardship on the people. those operating commercial vehicles 
Most of these people are tempted to go ' 
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· 1 · • J• t1L ' 1: "1: should! paint . ' them I. for i' ',11,:, easy l11 
I !Mr Speaker: ! If I had known, I 

' 1- · - tf ' ·lr 1 identific~tion, Tha~k you. J 111~ · l! w?uld ,; have allo~~d. those who are in 
' 

1 
. 1:111 , 11, favour of the Matton to speak first 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): Youi before I allow you. At this point in time 
have to rule on the P~int of Order.:: Ji, J l I allow those who want to speak in 

1 
' favour to do so. 

Mr Speaker: What the hon . Member 
for Awgu North (Mr Enebe) is saying is . Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo Eze North I) : 
correct and that is what we are !!liking:. Mr Speaker, I stand to support this 
about. 'There are two way's oui.:!" I~;. isi.'•j Motion, and my reason is that when we 
either yo.p be~0111e 

1
a . transpo. rte~er~~~ ~ ~ ar~ talking , about se~uritY, . there are 

ke~pyou; ~~~h. 'c .le . :···f·· :·;.,' 1 ~:;f'· !] .11; ,, P~?ple who_ mak~ sacnfi~es. m order to 
1 1 ,. ,. ' : I ~ 1 ~~I j, make secunty work. It 1s true that not 

. . If Jv,e.: want to ban the use of1.Kab
1

u-J' all ' the people are rich, but if you have 
·'Kabu, we will ban 1 it: :· B'uti lik~ij' sotte • pe9ple with physical defects you will 
people have said, if .you ; go ,to ot~er ' UJ!derstand . It is now necessary for us 
States, you will see their commercial to give all the commercial vehicles in 
vehicles painted with their approved Enugu city uniform colour. As a matter 
colours. .. ; ,1 : of fact, if you go to these Kabu-Kabu or 

' •'I'' ,. . I . 

: I . ,· ''"l , : li' ~ whatever it is called, it means that the 
I Deputy' Leader: Thank Y,9u for

11
;1 intention of this Motion will not be 

allow ing me to continue. . When I ~as 1~ clear. I feel that what we have in mind 
' ~~ '\ 'J_ t. 

,,. talking : and making reference to ~ is 
1 
that all the people who have the 

· hardship, you will recall that ' .I was '' , intention of carrying people with faith 
saying government and not Enugu State . should have uniform. Let them include 

I I ~ ·I' government. · l, ; , : Kabu-Kabu, we have not made any 

For instance, we have other 
Independent Transport operators in 
Enugu State, they , have thyi~ . ,. 0.»-'~. 

1 
,private uniform :colour. iWhat ·are tgeyl 

" going to 'do? We have ' other! M~ss' 
I I . ·'II I' 

' '! Tr
1
ansit ~-!Transporters; 1 

:1 what•' are ' tHey,'~ 
! • I : ' ~ •· ,flf I ~·~I 
· going ,• to do? They are : ,going1

' to :11 be 
:compelled to get : Enugu ·· J hiforrri 
(Interruptions). 

1 

. ' . ' • '!lj
1 

" I ' 
I ·,tl I , 1: ~:I 'd j 1 .. 

Deputy Leader: What I am saying, 
Mr Speaker, is that I vehemently oppose 
this Motion . i I 

'I 

I• I I• ••• • ~ f I 

! l 

I I •I ,, 
I 

I' .. ~ .: ~~ ·I 1• '1 1111'' llf: i~; II 
I' ~r ; I i • ·I 

i·-:; j_ .. I I· I ~ ... 
I"' 

, II ~~.,~~ ;.:~.J)~~~- >1. : ,_1 
1 _t·

1 I "' -~ f;'f tl 'i\11 '' ijo •• I .,, •11 1 j' I! l>•l ,. il J\j I ~· I • IJ • ' L j .. : I l ' I' •il IiI 
11

' ·!II t' · I~ " 
,. ,. .:.: 0 'ilil' .J 'ltj I I ·~'-~ :: r I 
L1· ! , ' I r I ' j ~ 

I r. . 
•· ' '• 

I . ' '' ' " ~· 

specific statement. 

. Therefore, all those who are 
managing their private cars in the 

' evening, we are not pursing them, we 
•are just trying to help the entire society. 

1 Those who want to make . use of their 

;: 

•If I 

,cars for commercial purposes should 

' 

have the uniform colour or they will not 
o'perate except in the Airport. That is 
my contribution. Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. 

t· .M r E. Odo (Igbo-Etiti): Mr Speaker, 
I .want to align myself with the spirit of 
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this Motion. You will also agree that 
there is a common problem. People 
find it very difficult to be proud of their 
profession. People find it difficult tO 
identify themselves with the occupatibn : 
they want to do. But I believe this 
should be a forum for us to call a spade 
a spade. This should be a forum for us 
to know who are taxi drivers and those 
who are private drivers, and also a 
forum for us to really encourage the 
aesthetic beauty of Enugu Metropolis. r 

I want to correct an . impression. It 
will be unfair for people to say that all • 
indigenous Transports should have '. a 
commercial colour. I want to let us 
know that Mass Transits like Ekene Dili 
Chukwu and Peace Mass Transit, which 
I believe must have registered 
themselves as known commercial 
vehicles should not at this time be , 
included , among the uniform colour 
commercial vehicles being proposed. 
They are 1 special Transport Companies. 
It will not be w ise for us to extend thi~ 
to them because they . have already 
registered with the Government . af1d 
they are protected by law. We are 
talking of the people who have not 
registered as taxi drivers and other 
commercial vehicles that ply within 

I 

Enugu Metropolis. I want to 
completely urge my Colleagues to give t. 

this Motion favourable consideration :! ~o , .. , 
that at the end of the' day we shall 'all 

benefit from the situation. t .. !·:i ·
1 

Moreover, there is no relationship 
between hardship or paying and not 
paying with what we are saying, 

because if you' take the statistics, most 
of lthe :,, people who have commercial 
buses 1are neither Civil Servants nor 

!I· 'I • I I 

even pensiOners. These are people who ', 
''wk~t to I venture '' Into busii1ess. I' 'Th'ey 
rna~ be ' civil servants, they may not be .. 
;andl ''mbreover; ' it , is a way of ensuring 
sec'uritY . in whatever they are doing. 
That is why if a thief snatches a bus, at 
the end of the day there is no trace, but I 
can, assure you that there is nobody who 

"has.,
1 
commercial colour and his bus 

rnis~es 'that cannot recover it. 
I ;, 

!I ), ; I 

·;:· ,These people who do not apply 
j'~n![?r~ ,l colo~rs • _are people, who · ar·e 
, afr~Id Ia( gettmg mto the park. If you 
are' a taxi dri:ver, you should be proud 
with' your union . They should know 
you. You do not just stop anywhere and 
carry people to unknown destinations. 
So I want to submit : . . 
• I ~ : H· ! ' l'f f 1 ~ ,, 1 I 

' 1! 1
: 

! 1IM r 1 ' Enebe: Mr Speaker, just . a· 
' 1 ~1{i~stioA ! Urlder what reason will p'eople 
lik1e Peace : Mass Transit be exempted . 
b 

11 ~ 1 P . . . . ~ N kk 
Ji .ecause eace IS operatmg trom su a 

:' to Em.i'gu. The difference ·between them 
and I others 1 is that they have more 
vehicles. I am not aware that they 
register colour under the law. What you 

:!. register · is trademark or name of 
business. Once you have commercial 

·.:vehicles operating in Enugu, you paint 
''them the same . colour unless y~u are . 

~~ I ' : ' I : I ' . 

t
ope,rattl}.g outs.tde . t~e state., so t?~t you· 
do ;t not 'make . the mistake of saymg you 

:~ml1 ex~hipting Peace or that. That is my 
1 ! 

opinion. • 

397 l " l'io ' ' • • I ; .•. (·' ··' I ,. " I I I 
f ~ ,. I: .I· • . . ·I I I ' ~ jl ' • l; 
J' ·t· llr ·i ••• , ~· .. ,. '., ' I'' I 'I' " . I• ~ ~ I 1 f il I' I,. - i,, .,~ 11 . I• ; I l ,H I ' II I ' ' ., '"' ., ll ' jl: . If I ,, ~ ,, ''(,I ' ; •. ~ • ,. ' I : ·' I' ~ t ,.,, , , ~~r·'. , ~ , ........ ····I. ·" ,, ,,, •• , . . • • 
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' I I. 1\11. It II I q t 

· · 1. JVlr ,(?do: Mr Speaker, Sir, ~~ do . 1nq~ 1 • ~~hi~le~ in this state to paint the colour 
::-~.·mean, ~~at colour~ are 1 registere~'1l!·· Wha~ · . of: Enugu State which is gold and black. 

we m
1
ean is ~he trademark. J,f yo~ ~ate~· · :I You will discover that since we · 

these · ~ass Tran~i~s, the~e a~.e t1~9, , disregard colours, a lot of things 
. colours m front of the vehtcle and ~fa: . happen. Vehicles from outside Enugu 

company is registered, be it Ekene, etc., .do come in and commit heinous 
· I believe there . is an • Article of offences and there is no way to identify 
. Association . in whiCh . the name ) s :fuem. So I believe that when these 
. registered. If _at th~ end o.f th~ ,.1.~Y ;~~~~~· : ~ehicles are pa!nted, anybody .coming 
Jind ,out that there ts ', ne7d, for , t~e~~ to : .mto Enugu w11l have , no d1fficulty 

• . I 0 ~ yregiste,r,,
1
by.,then \,we must hav,e dsq.e ~~u( ' ~npwing . those that I are I commercial 

", ... La_ rrangem. _ent. .. , . 1 , ~~,,~ , ·p1_ ' 1 lt!'~n, :1_-l\ ._·l!_j··.~' ~• vehicles and those that' are not. 1 

,. 
,., d 

',;j .' r[ 
I '\ .• -, 

L ., , i 
I'" ;., ' ' I 

'!.I' 

'. 

r I' 1 •' . ,. r , 
I ' 
I : 

, . 

" 
' 

. 
I' 

c:i 

"' 

: . ·: ·I ' .,, I .I, f ;; .,. ' ·:··; ' . I : ' I . • ~I' ' ~ . ' ~! I I til I 

1 

·:; .\ I ~;a~t :to ~ubmit : fi~~jiy thi~ :, i~·~ ~~~· ·''•:: somebo~y once entered the United 
heca~'se of security an~ 'soci~I' a'esJqetic~ ! , States with ' Green Card as a permanent 

. that we I should give this : Motiofi :1 our resident but it was on arrangement. 
support. · • · · : 1 , When the customs searched him, they 

. , asked him, what is the colour of 
Mr M. Njeze (Udi ~ North): :/ Mr ' American taxi? He wouldn't answer 

. . \ I "I' A l' 
Speaker; Sir, .I have ample reason o~to " because he had never been to America. 
support .this Motion. ' MajoritY ~~~f1• 1~y~~ So:, it is a proper • thing and sufficient 

. : reason~. ~dduc~~ fr,om th~ '· ~act 
1 

~f' l,ife, ,,~:·: re~s.on · f~r us to :·identify co~mercial 
·the .secunty of hfe and property and the li' vehtcles m Enugu State. The 1ssue of 

.· 'aesthet'ic values of Enugu State. 'If' y~u ~~ who should be exempted or not should 
'move around Enugu you will find Wid '\i be taken care by law. 
difficult to identify those vehicle~: that • ' 
are used either . for 'private ,, or ' , If you see an ANAMMCO bus, for 
commercial purposes. .I had the instance, it will carry ANAMMCO 
privilege of being in Port-Harcourt. ,.I ; emblem and if anything happens to you, 
had . no . diffi_culty , In , t:ident,~i~g i\!'il you, will know that you ente:ed 
c~.m.merc1al vehtcl~s; I f~u1~lly ·~?~P J~,~ 1.•• AN~MMCO bus. The s~me . !hmg 

. :pnvtleg~ <;>f travelmg t~ ~~g_os, ,r; ·~~~1p1! .. ~PP\Ie_s . , tp . Ferx tde?:lftable 
. ·, no 1 P,roblems at . :':!all 1.\ Identtfymg :~·- orgamzat1on ·that IS properly registered. 
. COl~rn~rcial vehicles. Everi at sokotdJ1' .Some Mass Transit vehicles are 

the O~da.s ~1ave one colo.~~ . : .;
1 

. -~ \:\:r\~/''1'':; ~egis~er~d and others have their 
, , , . , " :. . ,: :''·· \,1• 1 mscnpt10n. I appeal to my Fellow hon. 

In fact, I had earlier discussed ,with . Members to . ensure that this Motion 
the Mover of this Motion that we should sails through, as it will enhance the 
make it a Bill. But in the CQUrse of my ' longevity of our people. Some day, we 
research .on it, I discovered_, ', ~ha~i ~-~ fa\Y ,~· shall give more strength to that law. 
already exists; that req.uired commercial ::; Thank you. 
, , 1 · . , ·1 II'' · 'r 1• 'I ,, 
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Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): Mr , , Mr Maduabu: Mr Speaker, Sir, hon. 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to give my · · Colleagues, I rise to second the Motion . 

I 

1: 

' h . support to this Motion . · I have been '!.· Thank you. •· • · 
arrested by superior argument. · We are r II": 11:1 , · : , 

l.t,· ;. 

talkmg about patntmg vehtcles for, 1 , ;··: · · · 

· talk!ng about an ~xi~ting lav.:; jwe are ;~·~~ , 1 '!.1Que~t~~n put an1 a~reed ~o~ i' 

identifi~ation; we have no problem 1 
• ~~Mr ' .Enebe': · 1 Mr · Speaker, , :·sir, , 

about that. This Motion is a worthy o00 J oldinarily if you impound and impose a 
and it is an existing law that commercial •! find it ; must be· paid . Once you • 
vehicles should paint their vehicles. impound, you fine and when the fine is 
What we need is those to implement the paid you release the vehicle. So it 41 

law. This will help us to generate , should be the Agency that should 
revenue and identify Kabu-Kabu !!1 impound the vehicle until an appropriate 
people. So, Mr Speaker, may I move , fine is paid. 

,) . 

'; 

thattheQuestion ;beput. :,, :' iill•:·.fit. ,. ,' : .: ., ,·'. ·• · .··. 
. , :~ · '!I '' ~!II! Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): . · ! ,, . ·r 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, Sir; hdn. ~··'Question; Mr Speaker, the Second 
C~lleagues, I wish to seek the !~ave of t ~~rayer 1is 1 saying two weeks grace,· who 
this House to suspend Order No; 25 of · aetermmes the two weeks grace. 
the Standing Rules of the House, to ' · ' 
enable me move for the proposed · .: Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): I think 
amendment to prayer No. 2 of this : ,

1
ithis.is essential, we must be specific, we 

Motion . Thank you. , 1 , l ,, can say , a , month, three months; . it is · 
' ' ••• 11 it I '•I I 

, · , . ; ~~tter than leaving ·it like this . : ·· 
Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): M~ r\'. · ;1'' ' · · ·, ; '· · '', ,. 

' , I 

I I' ., ' ~[ ' I J L I I ' I ., . ' .I 'I' ·. 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second therMotio. ·n. ~ .. · \1:11 Mr 'Odo: .Information, J, beli.eve.~ that • 1. 
that was moved by the hon. Member for , r after ·the , passage·· of the · Motion, ' the • , 
Awgu North (Mr Enebe) . Thankyou. 1

1 
l! :·ll! rb'levant t 'authority .· should move into" 

.,. l ,, . l . . . . 
,: · ·!, •,1 ,actiOn.··: 

Question put and agreed to. 
Mr Speaker: Prayer No. 2 will now 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, Sir, hon. read : That once enforced, two weeks 
I . 

Colleagues, my amendment in the •', grace1 , be given after which the 
second Motion is as follows: That once 11 appropriate Agency is authorized to 
enforced, some weeks of grace is to be .,. impound any vehicle that jails' to comply 
granted after -Jhich the ~pp~opri&le W~th the Order until a fine i~ paid. . · 

• ! ~ • I :~" ·liil I I . • . authorzty or Agency shall be autnorzzed. ;, ' 111!, ~; .. 1 •1 ~~ :. • ., · I · ·, , 1 

to impound any non-compliant v'ehiclh :1,; ·j~;lf Mr 'Speaker: Le~ us go through the 
Thank you . ;:!' ~ : 1: ' prayerS <;>nee more: That Members of the 

' . 

Public shall be advised not to board any 
vehicle not bearing the approved colour 
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I '' ' ' ! i 11jlll~..l.r~· ~~ Jl'! 1· • l 
in tlfeir1 qwn {nterests and they •lfllzt .be 

1
! ' the,!,~bove item No\' ~ be stepped down 

, 'advised to report such !vehicles 19 thr I till a later date to be determined by the 
la-W enforcement agenfs. , -~- II' C, Rules ahd Business Committee of the 

\ .•~j, 1 1•\: House. 
Question, That the Question be now I 

put, put and agreed to. l · Mr C. Ugwu: I have risen to second 
, , , the Motion as moved by the Deputy 

Main Question p. ut and a. greed~~~.' 1
, t'i 1·!l.· ,Leader of the House. 

. •I • I I· 1· '·1\ii '" ,,r.. lt tl ,, ' 
' l•l II f 'iii tl ., 

1. f!-psolve. d: \f 1 !• ,; . ! 1 1 ~~: _! '.'; ~ ~~ ·i:~· _Question J?Uf an~ agreed to: 
1. 

1

1 
That the Execut1v~1 do jdirec

1 
.·'j'Ji • J 1 ' 

1
,, , ,. • 

1 I I .lj \ . I I •II ,, I ~· I I ! ·I I ~ I ' I ' . ' I 

1 1 • .:1 11,'. 
1 
'the'1Ministry.lof ffransp?rt ~.f! ! 1 

, ,'Item 6 accordingly stepped down. 

I 
I I 

11. 

Ill. 

,. ~ 

/i , ~ny 1 ap~ropn~te authon~ ~~~ l 
enforce the reii;Itrodpctipr

1 

,o~ ' .; 
uniform colour ;1 ·I for 

) ADJOURNMENT 

commercial vehicles i ,in Deputy Leader (Mr Ani/ewe): May I 
Enugu State, to check violent · move that this House stands adjourned 
crime in the State. : , : ; :r ::

1 
1 till Tuesday 18th November, 2003 at 10 

That , once enforced;!, 1l[ ~g ·~~ a.m! Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
weeks of grace i be g~~pte11 "lf1 
after which the , appro~,f;ia~e r::l 1\fr ,C. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
authority or agency' shal~ be lji~ Speaker, Sir, I have • risen to second the 
authorized to impound •, any' .Motion and also wish to draw the 
non-compliant vehicle until a ~ attention of this honourable House to 
fine is paid. , ,. I~ '; · ~he issue of the Rules of this House 
That Members of the Public which was handed over to a Committee 
shall be advised not to board of this House but which has not yet been 
any vehicle not bearing the reported out. If the problem is fund, I 
approved, colo~r in' their :?;N~;~·· lf pray '. that fund should be released to 
interest and 

1
,they , w i ll ~ I bel } hem. , 

advised :1· to report' 'such] •: I ! I ' ' 

I 1 1 \ I ~ I 

I I 1 ':vehicles 1 
' ' tor·t ' rthp 1 I \Jaw\ I ' j ~; I Mr Speaker: Their problem has 

1 
' ;enforcement ag.ents; , 

1 
1:1;. ··:':lit , noth~ng to do with funding, please . 

! : 
1

, II • ·hi ! 1'1 , I 

Urgent Comnien~ement · 1 ~~~~ of ] •i Question put and agreed to. 
h P ' I d I ·I Construction Work on t e ropose ' 1 

Zik Institute near Protea Hotel, Nike Resolved: That the House do now 
Lake Resort, Enugu •,; adjourn till Tuesday 18th November, 

''. i!'"'",ll ' 2003 10 . ' . · .
1 

, .,:• 
1
:

1
. at a.m. 

, . 1.kw ,11tr M' 1 ~n Deputy Leader (Mr An~ e1 _i: 1;' r 'Jl: ti 

Speaker, Sir, I have risen to· move lthat f ':.~\ 
I , 1 : 1 11~ I 'I :•:" 
I· . 11. 'I ' Iii" 'I : '' < I lr ' •.I !,.;' 400 

~~ .) I" ' -. 

,y·· • K, 
r. 

'l'"r 
i'"lt 1!,:_, !h 

I 

Acijourned accordingly at 1.50 p.m. 
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1 HOUSE 0~ ASSEMI~L YI~;J1 
;· ,f·l· .;~ ,1 J\1~ , Speaker, may I move that . this 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA ,II' .. I!;· 11 ?~nourable House ste~s down other Items 
, ·, " p Ill :1 m the Order Paper until 2.30 pm to enable 

Tuesday, Jffh November, 2003 
1 

\ ' us reconvene and treat the matters before 

'1. ;I' 

I •I. 'II US 
(The House met at 10 a.m.) , ~ · 

II ·•. 
,: I ! I ;; !.lit. . 

, J " ... 1• ;·1:., i-i·,, , ·I M r J . Amchukwu (Nkanu East): 
. · '' PRAYERS ·' :• •! 111 ''1 1 ·,. 11~ ~: Thank you, Mr Speaker, I have risen to 

I ' I i f. ~I ! I II ~ [ I q 

1 1

1 

11 

't
1'jl 'l 'Ill' 

J.i .. : : I ; : 1' • '!1 1 
1l111

i1 'l,r 1·•, 
1 'I'! l ~·.j'lf., .. !1 support the Motion moved by the Deputy "·· ,. . • • . • . , . . .• I . , r a ,.. • . . 

.o: . · , 'j' (Mr
1 
Speaker in the 1Chair~ ·~·l, ··, ,

1
.1 j:i''l 11 Leader. " 

1 
• • 

',d·r··, rf of 'l~f ·Ji I It ~ ''I H•jl, It ' I 'J ! ~ ' , ! J J• I k I 1 I\ I , 
1 ""; •! . ; I 1 ' p Ill r I ,,' ' I I~ ~ ~' • J fJ ' ! ~' / I 'J:I ~ I I I 

1; ·. ·r: ' A.:PPROV AL OF VOTES AND ~1111:1~ · · 11 'il' M r Speaker : Before I put ' the 

:!!:: :1: ''; 
1 

:· 1. PR9C~ED¥f.. ~~ ' .. [ lJi\'1
1

, 1.f ]
1

11Jjif l!i qpest_ion, I wish to appeal to our ~isitors, 
• 1 , . 1 • •• 1 •• • ' •• , ~~ 1 !. ~ ~~ l· ~ .. !q ', 'I 1.: e~pecially the students from Ebony1 State. 

M r Speaker : Hon: Colleagues, our . You have to bear with us. Ebonyi is not 
Votes and Proceedings ' : No.' ~ 35, .. of too far from here, you can hang on, 
Thursday, 131

h November ~003 ?Ie be~ore1 ' rr,aybe by 2.30 or latest 3.30 pm, you will 

us . I have g~ne through f~en: ~~~g l ~?rn~1 : ~~ on ~our wa~ to Ebonyi ~t~te . The 

them }O be . ~orrect. • I;Io·w.eve. r, l, 1Pfrd ,· y;~~o· UFI: . . same thmg appltes to other VISitors here. 
~ ... ·.· comments. 1

' • ' • I. • P 
1 ·'• :•' ~~~~~l' ! :. 1.11 ~ We are sorry about the problem we are \, ' , r. ' lr ·~· ,,. It'' :. ! ... ·I· . II I 

: ~: · I :, ,, , '"l'.. j ::! '1;•:t ;1· , • II '!
1, ' ,11 1 encountering. It is not our own making. · 

:: ·; · M r ,I F. Onah · (N£ukka West): ; M'r ', 'You'" have to .bear with I us. · We will 
' I •I· · ·I • r " . ' 

Speaker, I have ri ~en , to m,ov~ for, th~ 1! reconvene to treat all the matters on the ' 
adoption of the Votes and Proceedings o£1 ·: Order Paper for today. 
our last sitting. Thank you. ' li, I I : 

Question put and agreed to. 
Mr J. Obidinma (Oj i River): , Thank 

you, Mr Speaker, I have risen to j secqn~,. a Resolved: That the House do step 

_,. •: the Moti.on {or the . adoptio,ii of tP,.,e': v, ~ote .. ~.~1 · 1 •. do··· w. n. her sitting until 2.30 p.m. to enable 
.. :~· ·.'··: ,.•:. ,, ,· . ;~ a~ r~~ee mgs.1,, l 1 1 ~. 1;h'i;!.J::,: ~.!";'• ·· \ ·~c~mpee e ,Iemso.nt e , r er aper. : dP d . .. 1''.·1·1

'• " 1 1''1'~~~~· 't ltth 't hOd P ' 
·'• 'I I• ., • ,, 0. II ' ' I . •I • ' I (\ 'I I ' ., ' 

[:
1
'';·-:) I,·~ i•;.J ~~ Questio,ripu~andafire:d:o. l'~l.!:.ji i ~,Jti~,H;f ' INTERVIEWOFCOMMISSIONER 

• 't·,~'o-" :' j·~~ · •' !_, ,-1! ;·r,:~- ;~1 ~ ·~· _ , 1 ' _,l;j:i~ :•: I ,f 

'I·l'' · li' ':~ . ': . . '' 'i ,' I ·, '. I ' : ji ~.11.\'lil":i:l i 'li' .'l ,, '1•.PESIGNATE AND MEMBERENUGU 

II " II . j. ,. .,1 •I . I I II . ,. ,. 1,. 

.11:1 •.; . • 1· , . · ,., . Votes iand: 'Procet;4,ings 1 No.jll. 3.51 ,of '', \.: STATE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
J : . ~ Thursd~y, 131

h Noye~be[1 ij !'J' 2p0~ ! ' ,·· SERVICE COMMISSION . 
• accordzngly adopted. ' ; 1 , 

i;p j! e ' 

:(11\l v ' .· .t' ;rl'.. : .. . :; 
!' ~. t . I ; I I 

,[: .. ', I' : 
' ' . 
I ' 

( 
l

l .,, 

:!I 

.1'1 
I 
I 

I·; 

~ ; i ' 1 
i1, · 1 Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr 

Deputy Leader (Mr l Ar.zikwe).i . Mr · I $peaker, I have risen to move that this 
Speaker, ip v!ew of the 4 nuptua99? ~ <?~j;o~~ . ~ ~onourabl t; ; H?use do now resolve itself 
light, almost :leading to' near ' darkness in into a Committee of the Whole House to 

,, the I Chambers ' and I i'\eaii~ihg l'":~l' th~ :, ' enable us ' carry I out the agenda in the I 
• I '' 1•1111 .. ,,,, l•lf ' 

.. '~ · importance of the. assignm
1
e'nt ~e 1 have, [ Rr. ogramme. Thank you. 

I 1 '' · ! ' . . ' • 1 ' ll'ti : lth • • I' : • r . ~ . '"' 1 • , 11 ~~~ 1. : 1• 
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1
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li·"'•! 

i '~l '• 
I _ ~ ~ 

' 11 ' "'' 11 ,:'1: I 
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I I • 't•l 1; , ~~~ 1'1j ijll 
1
' • .\ I I i;l11 1t/1h:•fi",l·" 
I 0 I ( liJf !Jiill•11 
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.1111,. l 
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. ,, H rr 11( 
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H' ., ~ 1'-ji·•· / • •. ·
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1
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M r E. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr · Thereupon . Mrs Joy Ezeilo was 
Speaker, I have risen to support,. the ushered into the Chamber 
Motion as moved by the Deputy . Leader 1 • • '1

1 
1·:· ' ' .: I ,, 

of the House. Thank you. · · ! i . ·~1' !.1;.'' The i :· Chairman: Honourable 
;. :: f ·~ l ~olleagues,' the person standi?g before 

Question put and agreed to. Jlf ,, __ r! ~~- lyou'j- is Barrister. Joy Ngo:z;i · ~zeilo (Mrs). 
I' ~'111 :~~ ':·· rr; IYoti"\Vill recall that her name was among 

' · INTERVIEW OF ! l• ,, 1•!11. !l~he ~~list · submitted to this ' honourable 
COMMISSIONER-DESIGNATE AND ;1_

1
J[. Hou~'e by , His Excellency as a 

MEMBER ENUGU STATE LOCAL J' 'Commissioner in Enugu State and we 
GOVERNMENT SERVICE ' in~ited thein for screening. Right now, 

COMMISSION she is before us, you may wish to ask her 
your questions. I am happy that her V. C. 

(Considered in the Committee of th~i, 1 : ~~~~ 1 been submitted , to every Member of 
W hole H ouse) · 

1

, 
1
1 th1s: honourable House, and I have glanced 

~, ·thrbugh it ! You can' now ·ask your 
The Chairman: • HonohrabieiJJ. questions ,y,ihere necessary. Thank you. . · 

I ~- • • ''1'1' ' I I Colleagues, you are 'aware that during our~[! .:. '('!,! '( 1 ' 1 _. , · : 1 · · -
last sitting, His Excellency, the Governor~:~ :i~·· ~r M. Onyeze (Igbo-Eze North I): Mr 
of Enugu State, Dr Chimaroke.j' ilChairman, : ~ir. Permit me to ask the 
Ogbonnaya Nnamani sent a list' of · c;:o~missioner-Designate some useful 
Commissioner Nominees and Member, ·· questions. : Madam, you are welcome. 
Enugu State Local Government Service. The' first'ohe is from your C.V. You did 
Commission to this honourable House for 1 not tell us! your Local Government of 
confirmation. 1 11 1', l origin·: So> it will be interesting that this 

j 1 ljj ( !'I I ! 

. ,, ; : 1: 
1 
House knows your Local Government of 

Fol,Iowing that dev~lopment, thel::ler~ ~~f 1 ! 1~rig\p a~~ ~~so f~: n~.~e ?f_y'o~r.l hu~?and . 
?f _the House :was _' dtrected to_ formerly,(r~ ~ ·tv:t ,~econq :: q~est10n i 1~ on your pnmary 
mv1te the nommees for screenmg today; ~1J1 ~ana f,secondary 1 educatiOn. 1' Your' C.V. 
the 181

h day of November, 2003. To th~ l~~~,sh~w~d y6ur , ·:~niversity edu
1
cation and 

best of my knowledge, the Jette~ was .! :: oth~t courses you attended and did not say 
written and I believe that the nominees . anything about your primary and 
are around, and if they are, as usual, let secondary education. I Thank you. 
them be called in for the interview, and I 
wish that we do justice to this exercise 

• !I• 
perfectly, and as they come m, Members .l 
should ask their questions appropri ately!' ;,l' 

t 'I ' •I I 1 l •. I 
,, I I ' " I I ' I ' ' ~I ' l ijl 

So, I humbly 'call on Mr 'CnineduJ 
Hillary. Sergeant-at-Arm please call MrJi~ 
Ezeilo first, in that Order before any other.'·' 
person, hurry up. · ,iJ 

' 
1 :' Mrs ·, J . ·• E:teilo (Commissioner 
; Designate) : Mr Chairman, my .name is 
1 Mrs1 Joy Ngozi Ezeilo. I am from Irriezi 
Owh in Ezeagu Local Government Area . 
of E~ugu1 

State. The name of 'iriy husband 
.!~ii !1b~-. '· 'Augustine' '' Ezenta Et eilo. 1 

I I 
·~! l 'att~rided 1 St: ! jPeter' s . Secondary School 
•:: Umudiokafrom 1973 to-1979. 

t ·. · I • 

; 1 ' ! ~ ~ 

i ~ ;. l!j; o; (j .; . jli l 'I~ I : J; II ' ~ ' 
'I I .,::f j,;:, ~~~r . ::~~:I. •: J:l f tl ,'i· 

f•, · ·l · li··~~: lr, ;'· .. · · ' 
I' '·I i~' :·· ~'!- ; 

:• I [!:I' _, ·I 
... 1 • ,

1 (' li1Jr .: ' 
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1
, . 

1 ~: , • " 1 ,;11 , : 1 r li'' . j1 ~ ,, 
. ~r E . .. Maduabu (Awgt.i'r ' Sout~) : ,; in the past as a bridge between the people 

Cornrnissione·r Designate, this ~- jY. I of ,, , and the executive. I respect that role and I 
yours is an impressive one 1 which 

1

'o/oul,d . will in future subject myself to any 
have earned you an impressive height as a scrutiny to anything that may be required 
lecturer. Why do you want to be a of me, and I will treat this House with 
Commissioner. , utmost respect. i.,, ,, . I 

I • ·.,( l•i1 w 1 , I' 

2. How . would · you be interacting '· 1: Mr E. Odo (Igbo Etiti East) : I wish to 
1· with hon., Members Vv;hen rl you :, ·~~~elcome you and just ' have a simple , 'II I •I'll ~ •f• . 

. :.beco.me''a Commissi. one~1 ·~: . !J\·il:"11 '
1 .! duestion. , You have served. the' society in 

il. I! "• ···" ··1'''~ . ·'j ' ~ I ' I· . I ,, ~ • • ' h . . . j· ;._·i ,1:: • , I . · · I:· ' ~ 1 , 1 11 , · ' ,. many capacities as a uman nght actiVIst, 
·· Mrs Ezeilo: You ca11 1see ,from!\ my • a' member of FIDA and WIN (Women in 

: .. C.V. i that · I i joined \ ~e : Univ~rsityl l of ;. _l'figeria), with your post as a 
·Nigeria in 1992 December (Faculty of Commissioner, how would you combine 
• L~w), UNEC. I have been there until it with all these? 
now. I have been teaching and through 
that my teaching, I have,. introduced 
certain things to serve. ~ humanity,, .

1
like 

Mrs Ezeilo: ·With regards to those 
, duties, Women in Nigeria and FIDA, I 

I I ! 11 •. I I ~ I '-hi 
courses in human rights find I. p~ye : ~eyn have ceased tc:i hold those positions. And 
involved in a number of charity tworkl just recently, ·Director, W A COL. Of 

.. I . 'Ill· ',. 1> I I 

This is: a call to service. ·· I ,did npt 1Jobb~ . ' course, I know I will combine to work for 
for it but my people ,deemed i~~::: fit that humanity and the . seed I sowed in 
they should nominate me for this position :1 W ACOL will continue to germinate. I am 

. to further serve humanity . and I i belie~e1 • 1 not an executive member ofNBA. 
that as an academician, there is a meeting 
point. Mr M. Njeze (Udi North) : 

Adaejiejemba, that is your chieftaincy 
You don't just work to theor,ise. ;1 At title. 

timeS it iS Very important .that :XOU mee't,' !I 

· people at the fi~ld. ·,;wh~n we lrfu~~bs'~ l ' ,. Mr Speaker: The hon. · Member for 
· , j ~a· · ·· , 

.... there should be 'a bridge between th~ery · ·' Udi North (MrNjeze) need not come here 

. ·. and practice, and we :should engage i$ .'a l: 1 'ap'd call her Adaejiejemba. · Call her by 
·, I· I I I · 

work , that should lead to state her name. We don't call such names in 
I l"" ' ' I 1 I l[l I I 1: ~ 

transformation. That is the ultimate goal the Chamber here. 
I of every~ne including myself. I ,, "1;!1, 1

' 1 II ! I 
,, I I ·I ,, I • . . 

· : I; · , t' Mr NJeze: You have a dtploma tn 

As for my relationship; ,as a lawyer, I Conflict Resolution. You have equally 
think I ain an orderly person. That is one attended courses and you have a 
thing I will say, and I believe strongly in~ certificate in Conflict Resolution and it 
that, and I have utm~st ·1 resp17f~ :':for~ sJ~ms to me you are very versatile on the , 
members of the legislature; whorp. I ~ee,~ issue of Conflict Resolution. One of your 

., · and I have 'worked effectively with them'~, . pul;Jlications has 1 ,to do with Shari a 
' . ~ ~ I 11\ld 111 ' I "· ' I 

: I ' ' ' I'' II· It I' 
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Women's right. With this practical. 
experience in the area of Conflict. 
Resolution and fight for Women and 
other groups, what office or Ministry will 
you be appropriately suited for if 
appointed Commissioner in Enugu State? l•; ' 

"! 
' • I .. 

Mrs Ezeilo: Anybody with basic' 
education can really serve 'anywhere: 
What my education has done is to enable 
me work anywhere especially with my 
experience as a lawyer, to really work 
anywhere. Take, for instance, if you are 
talking about Conflict Resolution; if you 
are working with people you have to be a 
team player, you have to understand the 
potential of Conflict and you have · to " 
know how to manage that, and I think ' 
government is about mamiging peopl~ 
and the position I am going to take will 
be about managing people to achievg 
sustainable development. '.; · 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): Tell us 
your full name and where you were born. !, ., 

I I 

your Contact , Address as you stated m 
your Curriculum: Vitae. 

::,Mrs k Ezeiloi : Mr Chairman, Sir, 
Distinguished bon; Members, my names 
are '. Mrs liJoy Ezeilo. My Contact address 
is1 :!No. , ,21 Ogbolu Street, G.R.A., Enugu. 

' - f II' I ~ I ' I I ' • 

· THank you. , ' . · 
•Jjl, ,." I .; : I • .. 

I ,,· c ~II ,i i • II : I•' 
1111f D'epucy Leader: Mr ' Chairman, Sir, l',tlr .•1 

hon.·Colleagues, Commissioner Designate 
'(Mrs Ezeilo) really wants to prove that she 
is a Lawyer and even if you give her up to 
24 ·h,ours, she is ready to speak on. I am 
beggingJ. and also move that Mrs Joy 
Ezeilo should simply ·take a bow and 
leave. Thank you. . 
'Mif ,. j,~, .. 'I; I 

·~it. , ~ 111 .1 1: :. ,1 

j!i\, ·~rs :;ili! C. '. Eneh (Udi , South):, Mr 
Cha1rman,t Sir, ·hon. Colleagues, I rise to 
f!; j! I (/·1 II I . , 

second the Motion' moved by the Deputy 
•' I ~ ' 

1 M 

Leader (Mr Anik:We) that Mrs Joy Ezeilo 
should take a bow and leave. Thank you. 

1 Question put ~~d agreed to. 
:. • w:· 

1 
• , , 

I • ::i j'l~ if:J', 0 
' 

11
' 1 'f , 11 I •' I 

, t ~~rsliEzeilo: Mr Chairman, Si~; f thank ,, 
Mrs Ezeilo: My full name is Joy . yo~ 1r immensely, · .

1
.P.lease extend my -

Ngozi Ezeilo ' and I was born'' in Enudu ~' 'U.~~dt'fllgreet'ings '\o''the Hon. Me~bers of I 

here and my 'contact address is stated in• · the IEnugu State House! of: Assembly. God ~~ 
the C. V. as No. 2 Ogbolu Street, GRA, bles~ yoV all. ,Tharik you. ;. 'I .• ' '1., 

~~; II -~ l1 _.j I - j ' f 

Enugu in Enugu East Local Government ~' :' 1 .. d· ; , 
1 

• 

Area. Thereupon 'Mrs Ezeilo took a bow and 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Chairman, Sir, 
bon. Colleagues, the Commissioner 
Designate (Mrs Joy Ezeilo) said that her 
Contact Address was insider her C. V. 
We want to hear from her. Thank you'. · :it

1
J 

II · • ,•·i 
, I l.jl, 

The Chairman: Commissioner ; 
Designate, you should go on and tell us J' 

! 

withdrew · ' 

1 1.,.. , 
:1

1
; The ;,.. l Chairman: Honourable 

li 9o11eagues, .:before , you , is one ~f the 
Commissioner Designates . . His names are · 
Chinedu"i Hillary ,Onu. ' He is among the 
people l~vited for today's exercise:: 1He is ;: 
her~: b.ef.9re you~to answer your questions. 
L .'1' 'I.,.,~~~ .II '.1'' I ,··;I I i.' • I . : ' . 1, j . 1• , .: ,lr ,, l I· 'u ·.1 ·' ,. • ) ' #I . 
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I 

• .· hon. ' Colleagues; ,, I·_ I .· .• ~ want - ,111the1 
Commissioner Designate (Mr · Chinedu 
Hillary Onu) to summarise what is 
contained in his Curriculum . Vitae. 

· 1 The Chairman: Once he said that the 
' i:nan standing before him takes a bow and 

leaves and the cameraman standing before 
. him took a bow. (Laughter) 

Thank you. 
· ···J.:·.rl :11';- : ;! Mr F. · Omih (Nsukka West) : Mr 

_ ~r' .. Chi~edu . ~i~lat;Y Onll: ~~~Mrl ~- Cha~rman, ! have risen t~ second the 
F Chatrman, . S1r, \my names' are ,i.Ch111edu ' MotiOn as moved by the hon. Member for 

I •II • 
: .. , Hillary•. ,. Onu. , ,, L, attended , Imo 1, <;:tate, •\ Uzo Uwani (Mr Chigbo). 
1 ,,, I ' I r~ - . t· I I ~ ~ I '~I r•t 
· ;: U~ive~sity in the , year ~000, ~he~~ J j: 

i obtai.:ly_d, m~ ~ast~rs , ~egree in_~~~ P. u?Iic : '. : _ Question put and agreed to. 
:1 Admtmstratwn. · I also ~ attended'iJ pnugu , · J\ 

State ' ·University of i .Science ·•1: ·and ,;, Mr Chinedu Onu according took a 
Technology, from 1995 :J._ 99 where I bow and withdrew 
successfully, obtained my Bachelor of 
Science Degree (B.Sc.) in Pol. ~cience. I,.~ ::~ The . Chairman : Honourable 

. attended St. ~Theresa' s College ;;,:N"sufk.~ . Colleagues/ the man standing before you 
from 1983/84 to 1989, and :Iba~a1 Ezimot is '· hon. Eugene Onyebuchi Odo. His 

. I. Primary. School, from ' 197.7· to :l' l·983 ~~· i n~me •WaS sent tO I this honourable House 
! .worked ,as Supervisor for Agriculture and~ 1

• s6~etime last week by His Excellency, 
. :, Natural Resources, : Udenu :J'~ Locall the Executive Governor of Enugu State, 

.. Gove~nment Co~ncil, and was a Member, , 
11 

Dr Chimaroke Nnamani and following · 
Board of Directors, World Bank Assisted I: ' th~t, a letter was sent for him to appear 
(Orie) Orba Market Company Limited.

1 ~ before this House for screening as a 
Member of Enugu State Local 

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo . Uwani): Mr Government Service Commission. 
Chairman, Sir, hon. Colleagues, standing · Having complied with your request, may I 
before you is a known political a~tivist in il call on you to ask him questions. 

• • . I ' f ·I~ I • 1' 

::.: thts Stat~ . M_r ~hatrman. you m~y h~ve .. ",·[ 1 , 
.. ~-, he~rd some mmutes ago ~~rp 1the l~ep,pty 11 ·~ 1 .~ ~r C. Enebe (AV:gu .North): Mr 
, ;-•Leader :about the outstandmg '.'.. ·~·i; . ul\ :'l' Cliatrman: I h~ve ~ questton for hon. Odo . 

1! • :.:1 _
1 

, r · : '· lt.lt~" 1
, l· My questton ts thts, I am aware that he 

· · •. The :· C~airman: tP,lease; ~q~1n~ 
1j O~ 1 was the Chairman of Udenu Local 

Order! It is not yet time, ' it is· ,when we ·Government, today he is being considered 
must have 'finished with him that 'you can as a Member of the State Local 
continue with the man's most outstanding Government Service Commission. He 
qualities. • ~ " 1: , ; will now supervise other Local 

, : . . ·• .. ; ' :l. 
11 

.: : , '·- 1:: . ~ .P,overnments i~ the state, having been the 
Mr Chigbo: I am moving thei:Motion Chairman, what areas of the Local 

, that the m~n standing bef~re m~ ~~i~tak~~~ a [!~~~ : G<;>vernment Syste1'11 does he think need 
bow and leaves. (Laugher) . ·;·i , lj! ! .. ~ 11~t · ' reform in this democracy. 
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Government Areas do we have in Enugu 
Mr E. Odo (Member-Designate Local State. 

Government Service Commission): '· 
I ' 

Having been a Local Government 1 , l Hon. Eugene ,Odo: We have fifty-six 
Chairman, having been a Caretaker · Local

1 
Government Areas in Enugu State. ' 

Committ~e Chairman: an? Transitiq.~al ' 
1 

1
1
: lj: '.;~ , , . . , , , · · 

1
, • • 

Committee Chairman, ·I thmk I am fi~ to I.J, II!: Mr h J. ! N. < IAmchukwu: •· ' If thts . 
be considered in the Local Government ' honourable ·· House ,, confirms your 

r ]~ 1 I I I 
Service Commission. I have gathered I! ·l appoiQ~ment, you will be a Member of the 
enough experience. ,111:-Lbca] l' Government Service Commission. 

If' by tomorrow, in case there is a little 
Well, you know that local government misunderstanding between any other arm 

system in Nigeria, there are so many of government and the local government, 
problems in the system. One of such · I know that you will take sides with the 
problems is the problem of poor funding 1' 1 local 'government with your position as a 
by government. If am there, I should try ·1; Member of the Local Government Service · . 
by all means to get,; the. so_ciety. or1•the i~· Comn,!issio~ . , ! 
grass root through the Pnnc1pal Officers ~~-. ' ~Ill!· · . 
in different Local Governments to ~ow t!.'! ,j~ :H?~; , Eugene Odo: It · depends on the 
that the resources co~ing to )he ~~ · gr,a,vi~ i

1
of r the ·_problem. If ~.problem 

Government are not sufficient to tackle ~ comes · up, , w1th my posttlon and 
the problems facing them. I remember . experience, even though, I do not know 
that during my time of zero allocation not the type of problem, the appropriate way 
so many people could cope with the to approach the problem will be to handle 
challenge. Somebody who has this type , it n:atur~ly. : 
of experience could pass his experience ·~, : ~ !;•:.· · ~~ : I , , 

through the appropriate channel. We can 'f ,t !1 l'vf'i A. Chigbo: Mr Chairman: my bon. 
do this lthrough ., workshops, I think !: the :p, q?II~a~ues,' t~e i' Member Desi~~te (han: ,· 
HPMs and Treasurers ' should be involved · ,,rl' Etlgene Odo), ttold us here that' he was the 
• I ' • I ~~ •' fl I!~ J· ~ . I ., ' ., . I 

m the whole exerc1se. ~; . _ ,· jr E~ec~~ive Chairman of Udenu Local 
;, , ',:· dovernment ·· Area during the almighty 

We can also do that through seminars, , Zero 'allocation and he also told us that he 
whereby we make the people in the local later became the Chairman of the 
governments understand the need to use Transition Committee. Can he tell us why 
the little money they get for development he accepted that ., offer knowing what he 
in the grass roots . I think that with this, l1 ,· suffered during the zero allocation. 
there will be positive change in the local I ' 

I 
government system. , , ,, '! 

' 
1 ! ' 0 • ~--~l f I 

' I ' 

Mr J . N. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): 
Mr Chairman, I have two questions. if»'o 
brief questions. How 'many Ldcal 

.I 
. ' 

'· l !l· I 

'It I ,, .,, 
il l 

. ,. ... ,, Jli 

1 The Chairman: Excuse me. . The 
~~~~ quesij,~n he : is as kin~ is t~'at ho'n.~ Eugene ~ 
, ·Odo was once the Executive Chatrman of 

•• I ; ~~~' 1 f 0 0 

l{denu i1--G
1

A 
1 
~nd he complamed bttterly 

tnat he was l!aving zero allocation. When 
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the tenure of that" office expired, , h~ was :; 
again appointed the Transition Ch~ir~an!1 

, 

bearing in mind that he suffered zero 
allocation and he was appointed 
Transition Committee Chairman, why did 

I I • ' : I . I!W' i J· ll~ 

I was elected as the Executive 
·Chairman of Udenu LOA in 1999, 
·finished that tenure after 3 years. I 
. continued as Caretaker Committee 
' Chairman, and also I was a Special 
Assistant to the Executive Governor of 
Enugu State. 1 · 

he accept it? ; _,1 ..•. ;j!' 
1

11~~ ... ~~~~.~;, 
v , ,I~o~. Euge~e pdo: l T~~nk :~ ~o~j

1

Mr. 
' • 1 · ... Chru.rman·., .

1 
, I 1 ace. eRted , it ,,because! the, 1 

' I I ,. :I· ' ' I ,, I I I I ' ' i 11 
! 1 :1 . situation needed an· expei-ienced1, pe~son.

1 

, I . 

·M;I Mr E. 'Maduab.u (A~gu South): 

: 

,, 
'I 

I' 
" .. , 
i 

I 

; ·His 
1 

Excellency knows that it•.IJ n~~ded · 
,! . somebody with · experier:tce 1 to l)'bontinue 

• • . ·' :1: 1·1· I 
. · and I had no ch01ce than to· accept It.lt 11 

I 

I 

'Honourable Chairman, Hon. Odo has 
been the Executive Chairman, Caretaker 
Committee Chairman and Transition 
Committee Chairman of Udenu Local 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): Thank Government Area. Can he give us some 
you Mr Chairman, cart the Member achievements he recorded while in office, 
Designate (H,on Eugene 

1 
Odo) 

1 
gire vs a ~nd secondly, can he throw more light on 

' run down of his Curriculurri .Vitae:! ' ... ' Ji.•. ~~~. . his relationship with the hon. Member for 
\ . l : ,, I. i'' 'I I I·:,, r llllfl i l;·:~fl ~~~- Igbo-Etiti East (M,r Odo)? 

Hon. Eugene Odo: My,1mame'!is Hori~·· 1 ,''1' · •' 
I . r . ••I·' th •. ~ I I r I 

· Eugene Odo. I was born · on the 25 of Hon. Eugene Odo: As the Executive 
' November 1960 at my village Umuobodo 1

[ · Chairman of Udenu Local Government, 
- Obollo Afor 

1 i~ Udenu'l, Local ·1 when I assumed office, we were staying 
Government Area. I had ,primary school in a temporary site. It was during my 
training in my village Obollo-Afor, tenure that I moved the Udenu Local 
finished in 1972. I went to Uzo Uwani ·Government Head-quarters to a 
Secondary School for my secondary permanent site. If you go to Udenu, you 
school career. 1 I finished •· my · secoridarv will see the Local Government 

I 'l " lt"i . · .. school ~areer i1, 1 ~81" anp_r10vea to '~h'!-- S.•ecretariat. So we left a le~acy. We also 
Am~~ Coll~ge of.' Educ~ti~~;1• for;ij j tpe , .. h~d problems li,ke I said, because you 
NatiOnal Certificate :m Educat10nlwhichj I 1 know that when .you do not have money, 

'" obtai11e~ in 1987. . 1 itft '1·1 111! ',;. it is difficult to carry many people along. 
• • 1 , • , .. • 

1 
! 11 ! ·, However, we were able to move the Local 

' . 'II 1' ' 
In search of higher: education, I I also ' Government forward. 

t 1 ..j I• I 1 

·moved to the University of 1 Nigeria 
Nsukka where I studied Political Science 
and I got my B.Sc in 1995. I also r;noved 
to study for my Mast,ers ,D~grer~ ,~n 
Public Administration,· ''and finished .in 

; ·•' :1' :1. J~' 
1998 and I taught in ·the 

1 
Seco~tdary 

I • • 1111 . ' 
·School System for 8 years befor~1 ~ r joine 
. I' ! I ' I',, 1·1 i ill' II po rtrcs. 1' .... 1• '!', 

At that place, also, we built a befitting 
park. If you are going to the North, you 
pan see thf! Chimaroke Park. During our 
tenure we had problems and some set · 
·backs. The seco,nd question is about the 
, hon. Member for Igbo-etiti East (Mr 

' I' 

Odo). It is a coincidental name. He is a 
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brother because we come from the same Eugene Odo some . questions and he 
political zone, but we are not from the answered correctly, may I move that he 
same father and mother. 1' takes a bow and leaves the Chamber. 

Deputy Leader: Thank you, Mr 
Chairman, does the member Designate 
think he h'as all it takes to go by the name 
Honourable? . What is his view on. the . 
continuous delay on the Local 
Government Election. Thank you. 

Mr Eugene Odoh: I think I deserve it 
because, for a person to win any election, 
especially the Local Government 
Chairman Election for three years, I think , 
the person deserves the honour without ' 
problem (Laughter). ,; .. . ; .. :!~1 

I 
I 

The Chairman: That is a good 
answer. The Deputy Leader is asking Mr 
Odoh what is his view on the Loc~l 
Government Election result 
(interruptions). 

Thank you. 
t'• · .\ ., ' I 

~ . I ill; 
1 1

1Mr a D. Ani (Enugu South I): Mr ·, 
Ch'airman, before . seconding the Motion I 

' II'' . I ' 

warit to ask one ,question. I understand ; . 
:th~t he! is a teacher? My question is: Did. 

, :: ~e ' resigrt his · appointment before joining . . 
politics? 

Hon. Eugene Odoh: Whether I 
resigned before joining politics. I put the 

I normal' resignation · paper and I followed 
the process. So, I resigned. 

1;

1 :Mri~~~E. bdoh (Igbo-Etit i E~st): 'Mr 
Chairmiul, Sir: , It appears my Colleagues 

1;ha~e i• eXhaust~d their questions, and I 
I ·• ·• I I·• 
believe the gentleman standing before us 
now; having 'done justice to the useful 
questions asked him, I move that the 
gentleman standing before us be allowed 

I I ·! , ·, 
Mr Eugene Odoh: They know that , to l take. a bow and leave the Chamber. 

the questions are the same and are Thank'you. 1 • 

answered by one person but I wi II make · I l \i · ';;;l ': · · ' · , 
an attempt. · I worked in a Techni t'al 'I! lj:Mr:M. Onyeze,: (Igbo:Eze Nbrth I): Mr ' 
Committee , then to look 1 into Local CHairman, , Sir, I, kecond the Motion ;, as 

1 
,; 

' 1 •· • '1 II', t I I ,, . 
Government system and I know that ~!1e li ~o,;Ved11 ~y the 1hon:1 Men:ber for Igbo-Etiti . 
delay in Local Government Election : is ·East (Mr Odoh). ' 
not a one man affair. Both the House 1'of ·• ' 
Assembly is aware of almost ninety per 
cent of the problem. The National 

Question put and agreed to. 

Assembly and the entire Members know , ·Han. E. Odoh, thf; Member Designate 
the problem that is facing the whole , 

1 

accordinglY, took a bow and withdrew. 
nation. And I believe that there is an 1• •• '' .~ , ; 

I II 
attempt, and dialogue is going on here l''l· (Mr,Speaker resumed the Chair) • 
and there to' resolve < so that' the electi?n • ~~ '. ,,1111 ]!' I · . .1 ; ! ,

1 

will come up soonest. I ' '·:,·_, ll' ~:~~~~~:~S.~eaker: Honourable I Colleagu~s, 
M F 0 h (N kk ·

1 W t) Tl •nk·~ ~,the mtervtew· has been conducted. I wtsh r . na su a es : 1a ~ ,,1 1 d ,. I 1 1:1 , · 

you, Mr Chairman, having asked Hob. t · · 
1 .! ~ 
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to call for your ; general impressio~ ~s ·I 

regards the outcome of the intervie~. 1 ' 
the publications she has made. People 
from the academia can now practicalise 
what they have acquired . 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to comment on 

I J' I. 

the just concluded interview 'f of 
'r' We also have an experienced person 

who has been in Local Government ,. 
.' Commissioners-Desi~at~ 1; and ! l:¥eritb6~ 

'.:i of · 'Local J, Gov,erruhent .. ·~:[ seG~ice 
Commission. In my own ;view, ' I 'wish1 to· · 

administration being called to serve in the 
Lac~! Government Service ' Commission. 
I ,l think, ' in this: way, we • ha~e drawn 

I j' ' I + .j ·~ -~ .1 ~ 1..;' 
<;. state that I am satisfied with the r,esponses 
I' l I . ·t II ! 
" of the ! people we interviewed. One tJiing 
I , +•' • I It • 

I observed is that thei are very young and 
talented ·individuals. 1 jli [They ,: e~hibited 
maturity in answering our questions. I, 
therefore, plead with my hon. Colleagues 
to kindly consider them; for approval. 

Thank. you. i · 1 i '1~;. ~.ll:1 .. l•,, :l'l':. 1 .~ 1· : ' ' 'J i.d I:' !II 
j '1111' 'I I! 

Mr J. N. Anichukwu (Nka9~ East): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I, think that ~ tl~~ 
Commissioners-Designate are ,·:· worthy 
citizens of this state, and are 'wort?y ~o b.e 
confirmed because primarily the 1two of 
them have experience on grass'root 
politics. They will use their experience to 
perform their jobs better. As one of the 
cardinal policies. of this government is to · 

. fight injustice, I · think the .:Voma~1! ha.S' ~l i \ 
I II II 'f I 

,; the attrfbutes, hence J 1 urge · ~y ~9n·. 
'. Cplleagues to please confirW them. : ·. !:Ill 
I. ·I' ' ' ' '! I ' I , d ' ~ I ' 

.- I I I 'fl Ji J 

'; · Mf, E. Odo: (Igbo-Etiti Ea~t): J\Mr 
., I I 
' Speaker, Sir, I wish to comment

1 
on 1the 

. . I 'I 
Commissioners and 

1
the , proposed 

Member of Local Government Service 
Commission. It is a thing of 
commendation that in this administration, 
people from the academia are callec;l to 

f, ., 

serve. As you can see, the. W<:?ff.lan ~ere1 
has shown a lot of interest and dedication 

li11 ' 
which she has bestowed on ' the 1·

1
iarea o~ 

I. I t~ 'II 
human development. This can b~, seei;l iq 

·I ' 

rt! , 
experienced, industrious and intelligent 
people into the game. I think in this way 

I 

the society and Enugu State in particular 
can continue to move forward. 

' M r J. Obidinma (Oji River) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, the impeccability of the 
Curriculum Vitae . of the nominees is not 
in question. They are simply the type of 
p~ople we need in sensitive positions. To 

h 

my mind, they deserve the appointment. 
I, therefore, call on the hon. Members to 
confirm their appointment. 

I 

Mr M. Onyeze: Mr Speaker, Sir, in 
view of the fact that the persons 
interviewed have been seen to be 
eminently qualified to hold the position 
for which they were nominated, I now 
m,ove that the Question be put. 

I , 
.;1 Question, Th~t the Question be now 

. p14t, put and agreed to: 

Main Question put and agreed to: 
•I 

Resolved · That this honourable House, 
today, 181

h November, 2003, confirms the 
~ppointment of the following as 

· ~ommissioners in Enugu State 
Government and a Member of Local 

-Government Service Commission: 
1·n 1) Bar Mrs Joy N. Ezeilo 
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In ~~ .l!lj 1 

, •r! I ~·h "' · l\;1ay i I, 1!therefore, urge our students to 
b'e good students and have ·good rapport 
with their Lecturers and management of 
their various departments. On this note, 
Mr Speaker, I wish to extend my sincere 
condolence to the. family of the deceased 
persor1. !,Thank you. : , · 

II'· ·• I ' 

I jl , ''i 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, hon 
Colleagues, I rise to move that item 5 on 
today ' s Order Paper, that is, the 
Familiarization Tour of all the State 
Constituencies by the hon. Members of 
the House; be stepped down, until a later, 
date to be ,determined by the House 
Committees on Business and Rule's. 
Thank you. ;. 

I I ,, 

,, ''' H M_ r Speaker: Honourable ,Colleagues, ' 
,, 1 11:· I ' , 

in the first instance, I am surprised and I . 

Mr D. Ani (Enugu South Rural): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, hon . Colleagues, I rise to 
second the Motion moved by the Deputy 
Leader. Thank you. 

did ~~not \ believe; that ' up ti II today, the · 
p~ople •• 8f ESUT will not be able to find 
out ·' tho'se who are involved as per the 
death of the ESUT Lecturer. Thank you. 

~r ~ Enebe: Mr Speaker, Sir, _ hon. 
Colleagues, in supporting the Motion on 

.• 1, a'dj ournment, I wish to thank the 
Question put and agreed to. 

' 
ADJOURNMENT 

~ 1~1 
t f '• I 
. i·l· 

I ., 

Leadership of this our great House for 
.g,' iving im'approval • to ,, His •Exce1lency's 

I 'II 
reqi.Iest1i1Thank you. ' · 1 

' 
:O·f 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, hon. 
Colleagues, I rise to move that thi1s 
honourable House do now adjourn till 
Thursday, 20111 November, 2003, at 10 
a.m. Thank you. 

1
1[1 ·~ .. :,1 . · ' , · I 

',: ~~.:·;; ::!i .i: .'; 1 I 
, QuJstzon put and agreed to. 

' . 
it t· ·t 

Resolved: That this honourable House 
do now adjourn till Thursday, 
November, 2003, at I 0 a.m. 
,, •. I '1 IIi. ' ' 
' .. , ,,.. . " ' 

''I·- AdjOu_ rned accordingly at 4.22 p.'rri. 
fj' :1 

20th 

Mr J. N. Anichukwu: Mr Speaker, 
Sir, bon. Colleagues, I rise to second the 
Motion on adjournment. ' ' · j1 

• 

· 1 r 
Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West) : Mr 

Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues, ,in 
supporting the Motion on adjournment, 
may I quickly chip in something, about 
the unfortunate incident that happened at 
ESUT. Mr Speaker, Sir, I think it is an ' 
ugly situation for the State to be having ! 
students who indulge in such ugly act. ' In 11 

fact, this will mar the good image which · 
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I I> I 1 I ~' 
HOUSE OF ASSEMBL "¥ '-:· ;\· • PRESENTATION OF BILL 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

Thursday, 201
h November, 2Q03 · :._·.· . (OPERATION OF COMMERCIAL 

__ ,(Ihe Ho.use me.t a; 10 a.0 .) li~i; ~~.\j!)\:, · , :rOTORC"XCLES) BILL NO.6, 2003 

F I I" ' \
1 

" • ~~· I II. •i!H "· ,, I • I ' • • 
',, 1 •' ·:. I• I .\ • , ' 1 ··~·· 1 •• ~ l , '\ , , ·1 A B11l f~r a Law to make prov1s1ons 

,
1 

d~ ·~- .. 1- PRAY_ ERS ., :, · ,W_.·,,, _;I 1
1
.j'·1·

1
1 •;·•!I £,or Authorizing 'the use of Motor-Cycles 

" ... j:L I .~ ;;· ' • I . I ~ t I I -~- . ,., 

1
. ·I' 1' ' 

1
· 

1 
: 1,',: '\1· -1· 1: , ,, for Commercial Purposes and other 

1 ,j ,I ,. ' I .til ' ' r 

!:,:! :(Mr Speak9r ~~, .. the Ch~!-ir,} "\: i , , ¥atters Incidental Thereof presented by 
, · · ; . I • ,1:1! 1:: ,, 1 Mr P. Anikwe (Deputy Leader); read the 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND1 

i . First Time and referred to the Joint 
PROCEEDINGS . l !i, ~ommittees on Works and Transport 

,; and Judiciary, Public Petitions, Ethics 
Mr Speaker: : · ' Hono~rable ~nd Privileges to report out with in one 

' ' ' f -, ' '" ~ I 
Colleagues, our Votes and Proceedings~ week. 
No. ·36 of Tuesday, I 18t~ N~'~erribe;l ,1;. 

,, I I ' I 1\1' ·,, ' • ,, I 

2003
1
are before u~_, I have gone1~~hroug~ ~ ··q~t ,)· ·. NOTICE OF MOTION 

them , and found them to be ,,·correct. .. ,; 
However, I need your comments: 
Thank you . ' 1 r I ' ,I I! ,, 

. I' . 
;I I 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equally gone 

Urgent Commencement of 
Construction Work on the Proposed 
Zik Institute Near Protea Hotel, Nike 

Lake Resort, Enugu 

through the Votes and Proceed~ngs . 'of , : Deputy Whip (Mr Agbo): Mr 
.Tuesday, 18th ,November, 20P3 dmd1~ Speaker, Sir, permit me to move the 

1 . fo~nd .the con~,en~~ ·t? : be, correct~~} :, Motion standing in my name. That this 
' theref~re, move_for t~e ~d~ptign ~ pf1~he , 'i hc;>~n9urable House do urge the Senate 
'.V 9tes and Proceedings: 1 • ·~ ' ,,f, til l., H1 • President and the five (5) South East 

1 
• ' :ill 1

1 J, Governors to mandate the Committee 
; Deputy Whip I (Mr ' Agbo):: , , ¥n responsible for the Development of Zik 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second the ~otion ' Institute, Enugu, to commence work 
moved by the hon.· Me~nber for Udi immediately on the proposed site near 
South (Mrs Eneh) . Thank you, Mr. Protea Hotel, Nike Lake Resort, Enugu. 
S eak ' ' I• I 

p er. .~ . ' , · " l I:' 
,• ; · •i. 'l :: 11 'ii;ll\~ 1 1i, il~l 1

' ~-•• ~r C. Ugwu (Enugu East II) : Mr 

I I ' I I., ;~ :w '•·1 ~1· w M 1
' . ' 

Question put an_ d agreed to. •:1tt! •;,;Ht:; ,,.:1. Speaker, I have risen to second the 
1 ·· .t Iii'' :1 1 ot10n. 

: 11~ , I , I It 
Votes. and Proceedings of Tuesday,l j . I 

J8'h November, 2003 accordingly :' ,
1 

Deputy Whip: It is important to 
.adopted , . recall that the Zik Institute, Enugu, 
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which was conceived by the former i prbject to oLr; people in Enugu State and 
Senate President, Senator Anyim Pius South-East Zone in general. Apart from 
Anyim, as equivalent to such other creating job opportunities and tourist 
Institutes in the country, is supposed to potentials, · it · will also boost the 
be a model Center for Democratic I educational and research development 
Research with other supporting , .. of ou~'! people wh'ich this Stat~ is knowr\ 
facilities like modern library, archives, ;fdr.· ·:,;1 .. ' . 

1
. · · . . •· ' • , :·, 

conferen~e · hall for seminars : ~nd ' ·~:/rjr',~~t~ 'J:g:! .. ,;,!,: · .) <~ ·: tl'~ : · 
workshops, • recreational I entertaining '.:~··lijfit !.is· in 1 view ?f •these that I hereby 
facilities, was launched on 11th May, .l!·.lmak~1 1~e foll?~irig prayers:- 1 

2002 at Protea Hotels, Nike L~ke ·· ;: ::; .}' · · 
Resort, Enugu . ;. . 1) ' ' That this honourable House 

do urge the Senate President 
Mr Speaker, Han. Colleagues, it is ·. ·,~ ;: . ;"' to take up this challenge 

sad to .note th~t over one year after the,. 11, f \Jl;:· !.tr. initiated ?Y his pre~ecessor 
launchmg, wh1ch attracted Who's Who ). •i· · ... ,, by ensunng that th1s great 
in Nigeria, including corporate bodies/ • i•.·i·~: ~~~i vision does not' die lik'e other 
interna_tional . organizations . · lind, ~:l~: itl ·•'II~~ . ~~~d :' a~d viable ! proje_cts 
Agenc1es, nothmg has been done on that 1!11

11
· ·~ .[, ·.t1i1~ , 1111t1ated 111 the past but wh1ch 

I I 
1

1 ,If ~~~~~11 1 ' 

all-important project named after a great ~r:: <:,' : j~ j!;t 1·, never saw the light of day. 
leader and true nationalist • I ike Zilc.1of ~: .!1 1 TP;: .!1 

' 1' ! ' : 
Africa, the architect of democratic . , 2) ~ ! ,That ' this honourable House 
government which all of us are enjoying , do . mandate the House 
today in Nigeria, inspite of the huge . ';. :!~ ! . · Committee on Education to 

~ . ' l ' . 

sum of money raised during the · ' II• ,illi I'~' ' visit 'the Senate President to 
I 1 ''" it' " ' < ~ launch in g. l; ti· , ~~: :; Jlj-' · find ,.'oi.Jt 1 the true position of 
·:~ , X:[ it ':· •dLj . the proposed 'project in order 

It i~ l equally ' impor:a.nt ; to l~t fhi~.~~d;r l'!! ~~.!ii· · tp lac. i,l ,itatei· J. stakeo~f. i[ r ,. 
honourable House realize that h1story, · :~ .. la 1 .. , ~·~; ~· ~·' ). • •. · •· '· · c ,,, ,.. :. ..1. 

I ., ' •"' ·~ K ' I .,.,: " 1· 1\ I I' • 
which neither personal wealth 'nor .;: .1 . 3) ·~ 1 That : a ' meeting of! all :the 
power can pre-empt, Will pass terrible !t.JL _t, I:J1. ' stakehOlderS iri the South East 
judgement on all of us, pronounce ·:.:·' 'l: · ·~l··; . Zone be convened by the 
anathema on our names, God forbid, if · : '"/; Senate · President . and 
we fail to accomplish this project in 
memory of this great-man, the late · 
Owelle of Onitsha, who sacrificed d 
greater part of his life for all of us in' ·· 
thiscountry. ' ·.',·· :1: ~'l•. 

· ' ' • · il . • . t1 • 1 
I ~ J 

Mr Speaker, han.'' Colleagues,·' let::'us ' 
equally realize the importance of this 
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That the' membership Of the ' the Senate through the Senate President. 
present committee for the You can now remove the Five Eastern 
development of the Institute Governors and what will now stand is to 
be reviewed and, if ~possible, 'the Senate, through the Senate 

re-c.on~tit~u~ed1~ : .. •· : [i.·l"' ~j, 1l''l ~ ;>?resident. . 
' i . I : I ' I II I ,, :~o; I I. h ·~· \" '~~!I~· I " ·: I .\ • I 

i: ! 5) 1. '· Tha·t· (soon) aft;er the
1
·.re;view, 11·

1 ·:\.·,. ' ~ Mr J. 1 0noh (Enugu North): I have 1: 
' I I'. ' " ,, I'' I I';,; . l'! 1 I* I ~ II ·I II I .• 'I I •• I 

:
1
· -~ ·i·

1
1 

~ 1 1 ,~ 111 I ·,l'a ,·,: resolution 1 be ~ 11 passed ·:·.~ ''risen to oppose'the amendment based on 
•" •• ·I· ·•·. ' ·• ''11·11l •1 1'·" · 
,;;

1 
·:: L :·:\ .:: ' · mandatin~ "th~ ,C?mjnitt~e, to 1'' · :~he followin? ~rguments. . The 

; • 1 ~:! ' i commence ~w,or~ Imi~~PI~tyly 11 .:a,mendment IS JUSt an ordtnary 
•· 1 ' ·· · ' 'on the site 1•w

1

iththe available ,I ,correction. His Excellency, Adolphus 
! . • \I I 

' fund. : 1 .· 1 1 ~ 1Wabara is the same person as Senate 
~ ' : . · ' President. Based on these arguments, I 

In moving this Motion, it is my wish \strongly opposed the Motion and urge 
that this . honourable Hous~ do:

1 
:give 1it · · ~he House not to accept it. · 

. 1, ., , ! I IJ \11.' ,r I ~ 

' ~osi~ive atten~i~n and eflSY pa~~.a~e;~, ~1,e 1·,;; 1 
• • 

· 1t movpd and 1t IS hereby movedJl ·, ~r' 11~.· : .\., Deputy Le~der: I thmk the 
, I ' · ,. · ·.1 ,. \H\1-· 1· 1l'f amendment has nothing · to do with the 

I I ·~.•1 
Mr Ugwu: I sincerely thank ~ Mr ,

1 
South East Governors that were 

Speaker and the Mover of ~his tvf<;>tiopi ' primarily concerned. 
Honourable Colleagues I want to move 

• I 
for an amendment wh1ch ... Mr Speaker: I agree with you. It is 

like the House do urge the Senate, 
Mr Speaker: Point of ,Order. , ~efo~e t~rough the Senate president; like this 

making any amendments ,on a Motion '• honourable House be urged, though the 
. on Notice they are u~pally fo~~~d:~~~ tbl .? .ffice of ~r Speaker. T~i~ amendment 
li my Office. So before the s1ttmg s,uch should not mclude the F1ve (5) Eastern 

, 
1
., atnendme,nt,s, are . s.e~~ : ,to \WY o{~c~.~~ ~~-~J: :'· .~~ate Governor~, because· this is an · 

, , have one from the hon: Membe~ 'forjOJI .. Agenda by them. I am aware that when 
... ' I I 
. Rive( (Mr Obidinma)! I read - That this I the project was launched, each State 

I I 411 1 'J! 11 ~~ I 'I ' I I 

., House of Assembly do" urge the'· Senate, , ' Government paid Five Million Naira. 
through ' the Senate . Presidentli and 1

' five So each State budgeted Five Million 
(5) South. East Governors , to mandate Naira which means that the Five Eastern 
the Committee respo,nsible , for iF the States contributed Twenty Five Million 
Development _of Ziks Institu

1
te, En1ug~ , t<;>1 .Naira. 

commence work immediately 1on • the I j" 
proposed site: nea~ Protea· Hot~ I~! Nik~~~ , . '1; 1Mr C. Ugwu: Mr Speaker, this 

': Lake : Resort, ' Enugu. .. 1 t Th~:! ~e~:j dTl~tter was 'never discussed by the entire 
· amendment is just to rurge the 1 ~ Sen<;tte . Senate. It was the project of the former 
; through the Senate President. I' thinK--~ !I Senate President. We want to see the 
' the only thing that' was added is jpst' d· !\i \South Eastern Governors champion it. 
. 1,1, I; I 
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' ' :1:· :1~' II l'lij ,, ' I': I I 
Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu Sout~): ~ if :!Y~,u ::,Iook, at' prayer three we are not 

Like what the last speaker said I want to '· talk}ng ·,·.(interruptions) 
ask a question, is it the entire Senate ·1 

' 

issue? If it is true that this was the idea · Question put and agreed to. 
of the past Senate President, then we are , · 1 11

1
; 1 ,· ' i ' 

to call on the South-East Governors. · 1 , I Resolved: That the Heading of the 
We should not call on the entire Semite,, .:Motioh should stand as it is. :. 1: 

, ' I lfl[ I ' I ' • 

but only on the Senate Pres1dent. 1 JI;, 'l't'' 
1 

i ~11 1 1· · 1 •1, , , ' ' ·' 1 ' 
I ' I I I II •1

· I .,, il k 'I h' . M . · ·' · '" , ~ , . . ' ·Mr 1Ugwu:· Mr Spea er, t 1s 1 ot10n 
Mr J . Obidinma (Oji . River): Mr .:~· !s jj~ery;: timelyJ ~imely in the sense that · 

Speaker, Sir, the idea · of the entire ~ !: 1 1Zik's}!Annive~saiy has just come and 
Senate should be dropped and we only .! ;J~gon~. i:·' zik ~as born in 1904 and lived 
call on the Senate President. He must , up to 1996. Throughout his life, he 
have an idea. devoted most of his life to humanity. 

This ,colossus left so many legacies in 
Deputy Leader: We are trying to do ,' il)h~ sense that in ~II fields, be it sports, 

a better thing, the total idea is that of the 11 ,,;: literature, : education, , history and in , 
South Eastern Governors, and tney ,,politics, Zik : was an exception~! man. 
contributed Five Milli'on Naira, ea~h.m ·1. ·.~,i,,·:rhanJ<~ b~ :. to the former · I Senate 

, , .,, , I' P 'd'hl c· I . f p· A . . "" . · · '·H, ,1, rFs1 ent, · 11e 1us , ny11n 10r 
Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo North I) I want ,;.l in'iti'ating I thi's ' Zik's Instituti~n, in 

to oppose the amendment on the } m~I~o!y ~f1 th~ great Zik. · The man is a 
following grounds. The origi~al .great Igbo' M~n: A great man indeed. If 
Motion should stand. Zik died seven not that he is an Igbo man this thing 
years ago. The entire thing is to build would have been built long ago. 
an auditorium. I wish we S

1
hall call ?n. l!r, j' '.! '! li!1!t ~. · 1, ~. ·; 

1 
• .. • 

' ; 
'~ ll· 

. I 

. 

t ',,. '·l. I ' " I • I 
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~ 
·, n 
- ~ l! 

I•! 
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j.l' i; 
.ll'' •, 
( ' 

J .1 ~.: 
\J.: ., Ji~ I 
\;' i~J I 

the South Eastern Governors to help1 us , r ·• i In j
1
the Nortn; 1 I '1ain ·aware ,that such 

build the Institute. The amendment is' lin1stitutions exist. We have Amiri'u Kano . I 
' • • l 1 '' •: ' 1 jl·• , ' J [ 1~ I 1 ·~ • i i I ,I 1 • , 

11 r 1 I I , 
1 I '· 

baseless. ,I I . td ·; 1'~1':1!1 !~t ~1~tltUte. nflyou, go ·toi Sokoto~ !lther~ IS . i ·~, 
J; I ' ~· :)1 

'1: '~ .<:Iii J. ~: ~- , .. , 1' 

' ' 

·,. ull ·~·· . 'an II Institution ,· in I ,memory of the late . . ' ·• ' '1tl I ' il •I ' I 

Mr Onoh: I still call on the .so9th . I: . l~a!dt~~na ot: Sbk~to:. !f yo~~ come .down 
Eastern Governors who 1 contnbu~ed '~! 1o :: the West; : Obafem1 ! Awolowo 1s not 
Five Million each to justify the project forgo'tten. He has his own institution 
and to include the Senate is not and Abmadu Bello also at Zaria. These 
justifiable. I still strongly oppose the great ·people have their own institutions 
amendment. . 1 ~ i' , an~1 itJi~ a yery good ~hing . . .. 

I' ' :1 •• , ~' I : I j I I I ' ' ,. ' . 

"' ·.L • r 

{. 

~ 

··:' r 
j: ·" ''"' ·, ,, 'I ' I I 

Mr . Spea~er: I th~~k I attended that. , ~l '11 ~ant . to u,se this opport,unit~, to· .-J '. .) 
Jaunc_hm~. I , any ~ware o~ · ,t,he ! ~l;th~nkj!~he p~p~ty Le~der of. th

1
e [House ··. , ~_ .:r;,l;h 

co_ntnbut10ns and donatwns: .Th~ oryly 1 ~J,1 lo~iiReP:r~sent~~~~es, Pnnce G ,ilbe~ Nnaji , ' f :'!:'.: <>JJ~ 
thmg I am not comfortable w1th IS that i!antl '· the ·,i Execut1ve Governor of Enuau ·· 1 .• • • < 
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State for donating land fo,r th~ 'Institute. brain. Zik also worked relentlessly as a 
I strongly urge my Colleagues to stand young man. At the age of twenty, 
up and speak in favour ,of this Motion. precisely in the year 1924, he left for 
Our South Eastern Governors should 1 studies overseas without any economic 

11 , . '~ ' 

see it as a · c~allenge and dq ii,th~1i f~~~1est., .1( power. As a matter of fact, there was a 
:And our, o~~ 1 Speake~ 1 wh? ~ ~~ in .~.·: battle b~tw~en him and his fat.her wh.en 
• 1 atte~?.~c~ dunn,~J~e : I~~I}Ch!n& ~~~ppld J . ~ h~ was ,.trymg to travel ,fo~ hts studt~s 
1take •'this! matter ··up dunng ' the J

1South· 'nfoverseas. In that place, ' he worked as a 
. . I' , '11 1 ,, 

' Ea~t,er,n1 Speaker's ~orum. • ,II,, ... , 
1

., 1 , : cleaner, he :vorked in hotels, .he worked 
''· ~· r : I ,. ~: ; · I ,1 ;:,J;\ i'li: j ''!b. 1 !.: as a coal mmer. He worked m so many 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker . . 1 ~·~·. ,,1, l '' ' . .' places which I am sure so many 

: 
1 

• , Nigerians will not like to do in order to 
Mr Onyeze: Mr Speaker, I stand to ! receive their education . He gave us a 

support the M?ti?n for . the . '., University, the first autonomous 
commepcement, ofr 1w~:>r~ ,, a~ ·;;~~e 1:Zi~'s ,[·: Nigerian• University. The University of 
Instit'ute. My reasons , are as I follows; ·Nigeria, Nsukka. 

I ,., 110· 'll'' 'hi Dr. Nnamdi .Azikiwe .is ~uppO'~ed ' 1to 1be ,,\ . :, 
the 1 o~erall founding father o~~1this grFat t'i: ·With all th~se efforts Zik made, he 
nation Nigeria and he !', worked has shown that nobody can equal him in 
rel~ntlessly for ;· qur,freed,om "Jrom the

1
: the field of humanity and Nigerian 

colonial masters. 
1

, , • · I ', , :: unity. He has also shown that he was 
detribalized . You can imagine a Yoruba 
man coming here to win election or an 
Hausa man coming here to win election. 

1It is not possible but Zik did it. 

Zik also demonstrated Nigerian unity 
more than any other person and he was 
acceptable all over the' coun~ry ,tp the ' 
extent that ·: in the : first ·~ i l ~gislative 
Council in Nige:-ia; he · represJnt~d · the . '•I•'' I· Like the former speaker said, you hae 
enti~e . ~agos be~~en , : )(,48.~ ~~~~ !\ 1 ~ ~~~ . 1: , .! ) he Ahmadu Bcllo.r .. Universjty i~ Zar!a. 
and ·he went further 1 to wm 11 election , Vou have Obafemt Awolowo Untverstty 
• I I . · I I, ' I ·lj 1' 1 , 

again ., to represent · Lagos and be the :! in lie Ife, the Uthman Dan Fodio 
minority leader 1 or::; leade~l:li\1 of 1' the I :,University in Sokoto. You also have so 
opposition in that ''Lagos i! H6ltse of !. many universities in Nigeria being 

' I I 

Assembly. ; · · . . . . 
1 
named after people like that. So we 

. ' ' :want the institution where all our youths 
: I ,, 'I ' Zik, in order to :fight the. colonial . will go and learn about the life of Zik, 

~asters, e~tablished. Newsp~PffS. : "rh~~h ·!':we wa~t an it~stitution that will serve .as 
ctrculated m the enttre Engh~hll. speakmg , ,,a rallymg pomt, for the lgbos, to ratse 
Weh (Africa, from Ghana td

1
1
1
jNigeria. ~the Igbo consciousness. We now have 

I I 11 • 'I,. 11 •• , i' • • I ' 
He , was ' ' educating ·:~ people and · '•the Ohaneze and other ' lgbo groupings. 
mobilizing people to fight the ' colonial . If we have the Zik's Institute, we will · 
masters not with violence · but ,it with 1 play our politics like others because the 
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Arewa people play their own and the ,1: aboufil th~ ··a~hievements of the great Zik 
Afanifere people plays their own. We ·I will Jearn 'about Zik. This will help 
need our own and the rriost appropriate .~ those who 'are writing thesis or making 
place to play our own is in the name of 1 research works ~nd then we would have 
Zik. ·· built ~ I. Centef. i for development of 

II 

I, therefore, support intoto the urgent ; 
commencement of work in that 

. lj..t 

institution and fortunately, the current~ 
Senate President is our own son and he:··,, 
was at the last memorial lecture in ' .. 
honour of Zik and he urged the :~ 

members of the National Assembly 
from the South East to make a Motion 
so that November 161

h will be adopted 
as a public holiday in respect of the 
great Zik. 

,democracy because. Zik is a father of 
. Dembcr~cy in ' this 'c~untry. 'He has tried ' '· 
in sd1 many cases. He was the person 
whd lit m~de Nigeria' ; to . be · united .: 
Therefore;<: it is. very important that this 
Instit~t~ !should ' be established and no 
m'atte1r,1 ~~Ven if . the ' Governors do not 

I' 

contribute to the.fund raising, there must 
be somehow room because our people 
are there. We should now show that the 
purpo

1

se \s there. 
I 

li ' ~ 

, ·we should remember our Heroes, 
I, therefo.re, beg ~hat . my. hon.1) · re~em1be~~~ the achievements of our past 

Colleagues will feel the contnbut10ns of;i leatlers 1antl. then pay them respect. 1 We 
Zik to the lgbos and the entire nation:', shbu!:tl not be as :others take us. Those 
and support that this Institute be named :i[ · thihg~ · :W~:~ do not . ~ven va!u6 or respect 
after Zik, particularly, as some funds : ou'r elders. · So, it will be a disgrace, no 
have already been raised for that. , matter,.1 the amount that was raised, 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. . outsiders will b~ seeing us as people 

' ' .wh~ Ido l r.ot value iour elders or people 
Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr ; who :always embezzle lmoney if we do 

Speaker, I have risen to support this .:! ,1 not,rrlake11haste to start the project. • ,· 
. rt t Mt' I h t l'' ·li' l1'i.• 1J Jj:·l "''j'l' .·1 !'·I I·' very tmpo an. o ton . 1 ave no ,l ' ,I.: .r, ... ~r. j!t 1'~.: .. l.l :.· 1 •. 1,: '"~'•" !.·· ··:i' '11 ;' ·' ,1 •1 

come ' here to praise Zik because :" I ' ITf lfhei'ifund ,that ;was raised will be' •. 
,,., i 

praising him i~ over-flogging the issu'e. :; ·., 'pr~ph(y u\ilized rfoi l ~stkbl1ishing the Zik: .I 

There is nobody here that does not ~. In1stitJte''~~~1< propbsea by this · Motion, it 
know the achievements of the great Zik ,. will do •vJell in projecting the country to 
but what we are talking about is trying the outside world. Therefore, I am 
to immortalize the name of the great urging my hon. Colleagues to rise in 
Hero, Zik of Africa, and that is why an support :of this Motion and urge the 
Institution of this very nature should be 1 other 1 GoVernors to : look into the fund 
established in his name. If that Centre raised so\,that this , Institute 'should ' be 
or Institute is established ' it will serve as ,I!J establish~Ci. Thank,)rou. ,, ,, ; 1 

a Research Centre where the young I• s I 1,.1,1 1,1 ·~·,., • · . ,J :· 
1 

, ,I • , II r l ~·· ~ 'I ~'Ill I • ,, I 

' I ~ r '\ .,j l tlf ~i ~~~ ,, 4.• l ~' l ,j rr II',., it ' 
ones who may not have known or read ., '. : ·t~ ~~-/11\,'j.dl'''' ·,, ··1 ,. ~.• ! ,, '! I 

,I 'Iii' 1[\ !.~q~ ·~~,II ;1:•·1_ .. : • rl~, ., . , : ,, 
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Mr Speaker: Honourable difficult to establish how much that was 
Colleagues, before we make progress realized, a huge sum of money was 
let us not forget ,what I s~id , a~out ,

1 
raised during the launching. That is 

prayer three. '. . .. .
1 
.. 1:. , .

1
1'' ' l: - ~~~,' . " why I am so reluctant to support this 

i 1 ·•. '!, " 11 . ·1 . I' ' Iii''' I;~!! toll t ' · •; · · > 1 r · '· ~ 11l • J .,. prayer three and equally call that we 
j . ~r Onoh

1
: Mr

1
'Speaker, Ijj us1~ ~want •;:j should expunge it because when we 

; to point out tha~ ,we ~he; hon;:iMel(lbers ,:::l mandate Gov~rnors to ·bring two per 
'
1 sh~uld choose our limitations1 rreg~rding ,, .:: cent of their allocation when we do not 

.crjtic~sms f9r wh1at ;t~e copn~r~l has1 ?sme l.i k~ow h,ow much tha~ was realized, I 
for Z1k. We should 'also remember that ·, thmk we may not be m order. So, Mr 
the same country has: ·paid Hi~ 'highest '1 Speaker, I am solidly behind this 
respect to this great man, Zik, more than Motion and I am urging my hon . 
they have paid to any Nigerian ·by , Colleagues to understand the 
putting his, head in the, c~un~l);''l s ,hjghest li~ importaryce of this Motion; let us give it 
denomination which ,1 is five 'hundred !· speedy passage. Thank you. 

• ' I ' ' • I ' ·•I• II•' 11• 111\ .•. , 
na1ra note .. And as much as i .e honour ''1, 

I • 1 J! \! I 

them: we . should al.~o 1 :pra1se
1 

llthem _
1
lfor ., rkr Deputy Lel;lder: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 

their achievements. Thank you. I.~ have also risen from 'my seat to give 
1 · ' 'i!il 1 'I· 'ii .; ''support to the Motion . It is almost over 
Mr J. Anichukwu (Nkanu d 1E~sn : ' emphasizing the obvious that by the end 

. ·I' 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. I want to talk of our tenure we ought to build a 
on one of the issues raised, tliat is, to befitting edifice in memory of the great 
make money ' available to organize the Zik. That was what the Motion was 
development of the Institute in honour •I seeking. I am happy that the Mover of 
of the great Zik. , , This 'very ii~o~io~·. 1 is :' the Motion .has told us 'that both land 

-l.i. ,very timely. fhen. qnr ~arks ~fN!,~t;ria, , 1,,·:, aryd everythi~g has been yrocured . We 
there : is no · atom ,of obJection i to 1 are only askmg for commencement of 

. :- )1im'niortalise the nm'rle Of Zik. ~t, ', li!ll: l ~: •' '1 'llwork. :· · 
: . ' . ,; ht ·1\l'j 

. I ,I • ,I ' '. j' I 

Mr Speaker Sir, ~: economica.lly . the ~ l If you recall in 1914, Zik was only 
I ten years. That was the amalgamation 
' of Northern and Southern protectorates 

1 that now formed what we call Nigeria. 
._!'' So, Mr Speaker, I have only risen to say 
i that this Motion is coming up from the 

Institute, when it ; is :establis'&ed, 1 will 
serve as a research ·center which will 
attract some scholarship from within 
and outside ; Enugu 1 , !r, St~te. 

Econofl\icapy, the Inst\t~te '1,iJ,,L .~~?ar~~ 
the welfare of En_ugu, State :! wnen l it 

: , I • 1!111 ~11 Jll~ 
, 1• actually takes off. So, · Mr SJleak~r, 1on 

I , . . ,,II~ ,, 

' :: extent of work already agreed to b~ 
'li done by our ipustrious sons, both the 
!' Governors and :the Senilte and all of us, 

1 because I am sure that even on the day 
of launching, Mr Speaker, I am sure you 
donated something personally. 

the second point you it talk~d, I r.am~ 
finding it difficult, ' this item:~:' three · or 

' ' •I 

prayer three becayse when you ,go to the . 
first page, paragraph three, though it •is 

' . 
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'· I tit'.• I 

I ! ..., ,ph ,,.til I· . .I' ' 
What I am saying here is that if Zik1i I , will be at\ liberty to start work or discuss 

,had wanted to be ~resident for life, it1 ~, ~:it? \~the:ill ~eopl~: elected t?; hand:Ie: the ' 
·could have been like that. So, Mr··.'r: pto.~ect. ·1

1
s.d ' that · the proJect ·,wtll be . 

. I. v, It ,, ' II 'I . II ' ! ! 

Speaker, the Motion is talking about,! realized.,'·::. ' ·, ·. 1. 

commencement of work at Zik' s ·' ' ,,· : ' 
Centre. I am only asking Mr Speaker i · Mr, J. · Onoh (Enugu North): Mr 
that you can now put the Question. 

1
, Speaker, Sir, I: stand to second the 
1 Motion t!:,·l· .': , · · ' . 

Pi I•'• I,' 'I 1:1:11 I I I II I '[ 
Mr Speaker: I cannot , put the.· :1 : r1 i ~· ·11lt ·. :•· , , .. 1 . 

I I 

! 

Question unless we agree on what wiU:! ,:', r ~uestYhn, That the Question bel now 
,, ]14 f I ~ t I •! I.J. I I • I ' ' ~ I t I 1: ' I 

happen to prayer three. : '" .;, . 1,1, 1 ·put, put ,and agreed to .,,, ; ·· 'II· ' 1 ~ •
1
r t 1· 

' I !· I. .• ! .~~11 '~ I I, ~U! 1 t I I • ' \ 11 I' i ' ! · ' 

. '1• ' ,I ,!,, ~1'~ '• \1~! .. ' ·' ' .... : .. : 

D~puty Leader: Mr ~peake:, if y?u;,• ~ j'·{f./ ~~in Questi~n f.ut, and agr~ed to 
perm1t me I may contnbute like th1s. 1: · l:bl·.~~ :1 1\

11'·'! :~ 1 

That prayer three, instead of expunging1 
, ';R~solved: 

it entirely can read thus: That a meeting 1. That this honourable House 
of all the stakeholders in the South East ,, do urge the Senate President 
be convened by the Senate President to 1 .' . ~/ 1 ;,, ••• to , take up this challenge 
raise the consciousness of the project.'· !i l1j. :1! 1 

·: initiated , by ,his predecessor 
Mr Speaker, we must put that prayer." I' ~i; t1• 'Yf, by ensuring that this great 
three in proper shape. :I, ., ·;. :\\h ~:~'i!! ~}:: ii~l visi9~ ,d<;>es no~ die like ~ther 

, ,
1 

• • i.!!: L;! 1.}j\1 • 11:1JI ?~~? .. ~~d v1able proJe_cts . 
, Mr E. Odo (lgbo Etltl East): Mr,. ' i ~! ~'"' ~~Ipiliated m the past but which 
Speaker, Sir, may I seek the leave of the :;[· 1 ·; ~w~~. :!1:~1 l!fi!! ~ever s~~ the light of the day. 
House to suspend order 25 to enable me ':, •· ':·':;"I' ;, 1 · ) ~ 
move an amendment to prayer three to 1 , ·2. . That :this honourable House 
the said Motion. 1 

: ;· • do ' \nandate the House 
·~ :I : : ;: ... iii' II( co.~mi~e~ !: on Edu~ation, 

Mr F •. Onah (N~ukka West): Mrd ~ 1 : 1:1[1( !.::'' )1J S~t.ence ;i: an9 Techno~og~·.:' to 1

, 11 

1 Spe~ker, S1r, I have nsen to support the )• , t,, ·~~ .. ~r 1
1
•• 

11
1J!'\vtstt 1,the' Senate Pres1_d~~t 1. to :: 

Mot1on . ... ' . 
1 

, jl•·. ~~~~~ ~IJ 1qfind t' out.. the ,true position , of '.k! 
I . I I ,II I I" :. I · I'''·~:·" l :; \I ~!~th ~. I •I •ilh .I ''d' 1 '·I • ' • ,. •I d' :· I·:"' I 

1 • I 11 1 ·~i 1 p1 1 • ·'· e .propose proJect m or er :: 
• I! .;. If, l\ 1 ,, , . • • il I • J' 

Questzon put and agreed to: 1 :1L• !1 "1\~·~ ~-1 !to facthtate It~ take-off. , ' , 
I• I t'l ''I' ' ' 

I ·:: ,, hl!, ~~ il .,, !::I I i• . L ~~ ,· 1 .i I I ! ! 

M r Odo: Replace prayer three of the 1 '•l .it .. t · That a meeting of all the 
Motion with: That a meeting of all the , · ''1 stakeholders in the South-
stakeholders in the South East Zone be 
convened by the Senate President and a 
resolution passed urging the South East t 
Governors to actualize the project. In ,., 

'I this way, Mr ,Speaker, } he Governors 1,,! 
I ' . ! :, "'l 1 
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4: That the Membership of the Room 219. Signed by the Chairman, 
present Committee I for the Hon. Anichukwu John N. 
development of the Institute 

, be reviewed and, if: possible, ... Book Launch 
. I ' ~~~~ ' ~-~~~~ ' I, reconstituted .. I 1 i ~ 'iL, 1- J,· '': 

>i lc . . ' " • :_ ~ a ' • •- -•· ~1~~·1 1. • • !~ i: 1

: , ,\1 I I ' •. ! .1
' :. ;ffi;.,''. ~ ~'\, .·[ I equally _wi~h t_o remi~d all of us th~t 

: .I 
1
5; 11 ;. ·.L.Th~t s.~~~n aft~f , the~{e'Y\~}\): a . \_

1
1we have:an mv1tat10n from a staff ofth1s 

'" ~\. , , .:· , resolu~10n ,.. 1 ?e i\li 
1
, p,~s~ed ,, ,, honourable House for a Book Launch 

1:•\ :' r mandating .the Committee 1to 1 
1
which comes up on Saturday, 22 11d 

I ' I lr I IH I I HJ I I ~~ 

commence1work immediately · November, 2003 at hotel Presidential, 
~~ r •\ It 

on the 'site with the available · Enugu. Please, endeavour to be there 
1~·1 ' 

fund . ' , ; :'· . , : both in spirit and otherwise. 
I I 

, < , j. I ll-lr, '\ 

Mr , Speaker: ,, l, 
1 

, I;I9pqu.rable . h t ADJOURNMENT 
Colleag4es;ifyou look ~ at ou ~, %ot~~ a9d .. :::·• 

; Proceedings, you will recall that during :· j!'l Deputy Leader (lvfr' Anikwe): · Mr 
• I • 11 11 ' I I• 1' • I 

our i l~st sitting, ~her~ wa~ ,a ~p,tion ·~n. ~ .. ' rSpeaker, • I moye that ,this honourable 
the Order Paper and: the Mover of, that . House stands adjourned till Tuesday 

1'1' I th I 

Motion was not ,present. Members are •: 25 November, 2004 at 10 a.m . 
~ lj 1 

warned that we should not make ' 
Mr D. A. Ani (Enugu South 1): Mr 

Speaker, I have risen to second the 
Motion for Adjournment. 

announcements if the Mover ~ is' not 
around. For example, the Notice of 
Motion, if not moved, no record should 
appear of that Motion in the Votes a~d 
Proceedings o£the H.'ous7. , ,.\ li\1

1
·.,, ~~~·.'l: •.. \f II: ': .. ;!~ Question put and agreed to. 

' • I I I, I I·., .. ' ,,, " ~.'I l: ,, 
~ . ' I • ~ ~~ n · ' I 

' Again, I advi~eq , h<?':l·, . Meinpe~~ 1to ·~ .i. l Resolved: That the honour~ble Houst~ 
study the Standing Orders' of thr H9use · ' stands adjourned till Tuesday, 25 

. ver~, :-'~1.1 to enable t~~rri carrYr i ~?n .t,heir .J ~ovember, 2003 at 10 a.m. 
• debate very· effectively I dur,mg 1 the , ld 

' I ' ' IJII I ' I 

sitting., Thank you. 1 r 
1 

• 
1
: • I• ' , !, Adjourned accordingly at 1.25 p.m. 
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' ,[1 ,.. ,, I I '•·I ., 
I I: I ' . ' 1,, Jilil, " ~ ;J II • \ "! ~ 

Mr.Speaker: The House Cqmm1ttee 1 jll 1 • 
' • • ' ' II!IP • ~ I ' '. 

on Special Dut1es r-• and 1 Economt~ 1 !:1~ ~-,. 
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i' 

Development will visit the Mir\istry of 
Public Utilities on the rising jO(d he 
House and they will take off from' 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLy·' ORDER OF THE DAY 
·~ r , . 

ENUGU ~TATE O .. F1NI? .. ~.RI~ ~~~~'r , ~l··· . THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
' .1 I . 11 •• j.,. I " n , ,. 

r. 

t-' 

lH >~'. 
f .• ·~~ ' 
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\ :,1 A Bill ~o~ a Law to make Provzs10ns 

1 • , . · ~· '· • .1 . : I" 1 
1 for Authonzmcr the use of Motor Cycles 

' · ~I I'· I. • ,II· J l· I 0 

I (Mr Speaker in the Chair) 1
, ; , r1 for Commercial Purposes and other 

l , 1 . 1\1 Matters Incidental Thereof. 
APPROVAL OF yqTES ~ 

PROCEEDIN;GS ··1·1 ~~ ~ i~ 
: •. : ' i :I.· ll: 1.: \il .. ,,.,.i,l 

• 1• • II• 111 liil 1~1i ''[ 

\\: . Leader (Mr ... Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, 
S1r, I hereby move that the Road Traffic 
'GOperation of Commercial Motor 

I 
,. Mr I. Speaker: ~ '; l , " Ho

1
rioudtble. 

' I 1 I '\II' •I I' 
·Colleagues, . our Votes and Proceedings 

1 ' I 1 I Ill' "''' ~ are before us. I have gone through them 
' C::ycles) Bill No : 6, 2003 be now read 

tile second time. 
and fow1d them correct. I need :;:our 

I 1:" • ' ;•l'' II'' I comments, please. . .: , .' · I 
I 

Deputy Whip (Mr Agbo):· Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equally. gon~ 
through the Votes and Proceedings ot't 

t' I' ' fl ' '~I I 

our last sitting and found them li con;ect,:i . ' . . II ~~ I 

I' I, I therefore, mg,vel for i a. oopt!,0~1:i :l !~~n~··. 
· you. ·· .. '·· '·: ' 1 '" ,1 ·· \ 1t·j, 
· -~·,I -~~~\\ 1, ~~. .• ~< ! : .. r·~r 1.1'.1,~ ·~ rJ:n .. qp; 

··I ·' ·' I' ' ' ' ,I! )II•' I. 
·~~ · Mr, C. Ugwu (Enugu · East 1Il) : o1·Mr 
!I ,j ,1 : ,!,1, ,, I 1 

I Speaker~· Sir, I have risen to :secopp t~a~ 

Motion.. . , ~· ! . :· .. ·\ ~/ 1 

Question put and agreed to. ,. . 1\: 
l.ol 

• " ,,r. 
I \ I"' , . . y otes and ;Proceedings · of TltW~s~~(lY,r 

20
1 

1
Novemb.er, . 200.3; , ,a.cc,o~lfil(. ~ly1\'f. .. · 

·' adopted. • ·1\1·· 1 1r~l i1 

.. I . I'' I ', ... J .; ~· .,,,I,, • ~1! ·'" 1,~· . :.': 
' 1' ~ •.'b I~ ' 1 '. ~~ 1'~· 
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' ~~; d 
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·:1 .. [: '·~1. f /ifjl ~- ;~. ~~ . 

' . " ;. ,II ,. 
t it ~· l 11 ~ _' l···- 1w1 .~ \. 

. j\ . 
I 

'I, 
/ 

'i· 

I i 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anilnve): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to second that 
Motion as moved by the Leader. 

I Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues. you will recall that this Bill 
came up during our last sitting and it 
was .referred to the House Committee on 

' . 
Works and Transport, and Judiciary, 
' ' 

Public Petitions, Ethics and Privileges, 
a~d they were given one week to report 
out. 

' 
· At this juncture, having moved the 

Motion for the Second Reading and 
dJ.ly seconded, debate on the general 
merits and demerits of the Bill is now 

t~!·t ! 

open. ' 
I 

1'1' I' 'I' l,f ' ' 1 

•
1 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
you will recall that the essence of man 
and his activity is to exist and improve 
the environment he is living in and 
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maintain whatever ·! is within .. · the , .dl1em Ji~ensel 1 to operate as a commercial 
environment. Theref~1re; the essence .of ' ~ran,spo:~,: is »'hat this Bill seeks to 
this Bill which seeks to authorize 'esti blish :P· ·, .. 

. I' 11 ij I' 1 !:' Jl •I, cf I ' commercial Motorcycle operators to be Q · · :1 
, I·• , ' · . , , ., l '., . • 

very conscious on the roads of Enugu ·. Mr)3peake'r, the Bill 1s 1n essence to 
State is very timely . lf you go out to legisl~t"~ :.Qr t_pe use of Motor cycles for 
other neighbouring States and Enugu comi'T}ti'Pi~L' pprposes in Enugu .State, 
State in particular,. you can see that ?ut to j

1
l,ay ·~~~1.Ph~:~~~-)n some areas. For 

Motor cycle adoption as a means ·Of , ll!Stance, yo~t. \Yllf. recall that the State,, 
transportation or conveying passengers . ?o1ver !~1i11ent all · !.b~~~ while ha,s been ., 
has become .the order of the day . j~~, . :~ pi~1~u~sit;g , ~boL!!, .. 1 U;~ ~·s~ of ,'Okada' 

· ' w1th , the 'Okada' : UniOn and the 
:col~ tin Lrbus I11e~it~·'·:·o1r · 6th'erwis'e of the · The Motorcycle popularly called 

'Okada' means that you can join the 
'Okada' and within a second you are 
already where you want to go. No 
much waste of time and diversion , no 
much di scharge and pick-up than going 
straight to where you want to go. But to 
legislate on thi s, this Law seeks to givel· 
protection to the users, the owners and 
the operators themsdves. For instance, ' 
today in Enugu State, it is an honbur 
that His Excellency, th~ Executive 
Governor of Enugu State has refused to 
adopt all other means of secur\ty ot11er 
than the proper security duly established 
by Law, the Nigeria Police Force. 

,•1 
You , can hear today of incessal\t 

1
1: ~~~hie~\ aspect of 'Oi~a:~:~; ·p1otor cycle. 
This '· law will coJ11@ into effect 
establishing the natL;i{ "~rid . conditions. 
This Bill seeks to qpolish> the use of 
motorcycle which has'' ~oeine capacity 

" beyond 100 Cubic, Centil)l~tres. You 
,j ·: ... ,• .. 

1;will r~call the so-caq~ct ' f-!i -jack or 
,Granq1!: King , or w!1atev~:r:~ i?-:-· L.Ised b~ 
'!th~s~ i:~ ~erators. H1-Jack - ~T!~~p~ that tt 

'
~.! can Jump. ' ! • , • .. ·.: · I 
" ·I! t''l I !

1
• 

I'' I '' 1MI''1 
Ji " . I j ,I . 1! , , . , .~. • 

1' So, th1s aspect of machni~ will be 
I· • I ~ . ... .. ·' . 

.abolished. In other States, fqf in~tarwe, 
you go to Ebonyi State, Cross River or 
Akwa-lbom :states, the machipe Lisced 

I • . . , . .., . ·· · .· 

lifdr ~ ~~kada) ~s ,r~e one popularly pAll,~~ 
f Lad1es Machine or IKeke NAPEP You 

.• ~ ~ ~ · n?t:; ha;enl~r~ 1 ~han t~at ,-, Y:~{qo:: ~qt .. 
il' ~ .~~e ~ erand '1Kmg or HI-~acl~, l 11.~9~· :Mr .' 

. _ . ~ : ~ p~k~r, the ~~se~c~ o~ti11S ~Ill ts tQ ·P.Lf 
me~n that e~ery pe1 son that IS operatmg 1 : ,1. '~[, P}:a.ce a : secunty 1, devtce on' th~ 
on Okada' 1s an armed robber.. ,, •:, oper~tors or the owners of the$e 

attacks by hoodlums and the major 
Operating machinery of these hoodiL\ms 
is the use ~ of 'Ol(ad~'. That does j·not 

· motorcycles popularly called 'Okada':; 
Also this Bill seeks to co-ordinate by 
'having, identification in terms of Vest 

economic hard ship natiOIJ Wide. To give r whi~h w\11 have clearly written number~ 
proper direction to the 'users/operators , and 'the at!.clress. , We have uniform 
of these 'Okada' motorcycle, to give . ·which can be 'Jsed as an address to work 

'Okada' has come as the only 
alternative to cushion the effect of 

'I ''l Jill 'Ill' ' j I ,I ' ' ' M . ~ I ''.,•. 'I'll I ,, 1 : I I' 421 .. ~I , .. 
I ,, . ' ~ J! ' ~II 1 •;l' I :: ' . ! 
! •• l;lf, 'f: r· . 11111 ,,, .. 1 •· ' · 1 · ~ 
i··.·· . . :;r '." .··~' , 1

1
,.1'!1 ·.II. ·, : • ,.: 
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' 
or an identification card to be issued by 
the Union of the motor cycle \operat.ors 

·t· ' 'I I •I 
so that anyb~dy who is· op~~~tiiJ~, 1 here 
.can easily be identified, by~1someone 

,. . ' II I ' I ' ' ,illl 
:~ looking for him .. Also·in .particulartthis 
} ' 1 '· 1 , , · ••• r t. • 1· :I , ~tf ' il'l • ~~ 

\ ::' "very Bill seeks to ·1legislate om the
1
\ time 

844 

.. 100 cubic centimeters or machines with 
•l not more than . four gears. I want to 
'; draw the attention of this honourable 

'\~\House to the issue of Highjack, which 
.I '\has a high engine capacity to give way 
, ·:.in, our ~oads to enable ·machines with 

I• 
rl I• 
!~I'!~ ~ 

I 1
.; 1', 

l H 

tHI 

: i 
•' · io\· · "I 
,, fro~ 7 .P ·~·· ~o. 6 a.m. tha~ w9, \kno1':Y · .. as, 

1 ; the dange~ p~no~ when n,o_ c?ml]lercml . 
·motorcychsts wii! P,lY Withm, ·, 1Enugu 
State. The essence ~ of this Bill is to 
coordinate and legitimize 'the· system of 

:'.less engine capacity to operate. Then on 
~' the issue of grand king, I am of the 
I 

:opinion that grand king with four gears 
I 

I. . \. 
1
·. 'i' ... , \.'. 
. ~l • ;!: tk, 

I ·I:·;:'· !:'• ... 
~~ .,. . ,, ~ ' 

~·~ .• 1 ... I ~ \ ~I \· .' ' 
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I 
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I ,. 

~
";: !; 'li. 
I ,, , ~· , :1) 

; I I ;: 
11 ~· I' 1 

1 , IIi a .~ 
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I II 'r\ 1 ~ 
:'•.' ' ::, ,. ~ ~ . 

. I 
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<> 

r:i I, :1 t 
'. 'i 
I • 

1 be allowed to operate. 

operation of commer~!al motorcyclists. ·\!' Mr Speaker: There are Grand king 
, Mr Spe~ker; Sir, at tqi,s jt.m~~~~r; '·.I\(; will . ~.notorcycles with 145 cubic centimeters. 
call ,on my Co.lleagues \to, gi~~\I\'~hi~, al ,~- . ~ 1 ~o~ .. , , , 

': impo~ant Bill necessary.co~~id~ration.\1.· I · ,l~ Mr Odo: Some have 185 cubic 
. ,, I \ I ' " !: ::' ., " r I ,I ~~~~ I lj· ·1 I I centimeters. The I issue is that most grand 

' We are going towards the' •1 danger ·i kings operating in the city had more 
I . 

period, yuletide, 'most people are in' the than four gears . 
• 1 I \' 

mood of gettmg money by what ever 
means. If you pass this Bill, it will go a In addition, we must put into 
long way to guarantee free Christmas consideration the benefits to the people; 
for our people, guarantee sec~ritJ;, of we must put into consideration the 
lives and property. , It 1 will al~o 1: ~elp ,\ 'hardship on our people. I am of the 
c?ec~mate th~ . ,e~ces~es I o~ \ t~ys,e . or,ini~n ~ha_t ladies machine a~d 
; htghjack operato:s: Mr ~.S,P~akfr: : s~r' 1 ~ '1 , ·~ 1JlfC~1mes ,yYith ,less I than ' I ~5 _cublC 
, thank you for this ~opp01;t~mty gt,ve~\ tq i, centimeters be allowed to operate m our 

i I' me 'and. equally wish ithat ~ ~nother. ' 'city, and most Grand king has a 
' , , ·111 

'• opportunity be given for, me to elaborate minimum of 185 cubic centimeters. I 
,, ,, I ,, I HI ' I I • . . • 

more. I thank you I ~rd call "qn l. my want to talk on the Issue of t11ne l11111t 
Colleagues to give · this Bill , the given to the operators. It is necessary 

for security, one needs to take a rest necessary passage. 
, ' .. " • :· after the day's stress, after ending 

. Mr E. U. Odo (Igbo-l(titi ~~a~').: 1 ¥r ~ b~~iness by . 7 p.m. The operators 
Speaker, Sir, ' I want to : ,align1. \'inyself 

1
\\ p~eviously used to , come out at 5 a.m. It 

completely to this Bill. ' 'The i~·~ue \'of\~ is good for Okada . ~o r~sume work by 6 
legitimizing 'Okada' motorcycles ' •in ';~ a.n1

1

• ' 
' ! ! ....... I ' I Ill• ,.,, '~ 
Enugu · 'State is very timely;'' and .h 

'something we ought to . have ! done · ' On the issue of penalty meted to 
' l. 1;,1' I ,1: , , 

· before now. I want · to stress on some I' them, to me It IS not reasonable, 
key issues of this Bill that allows Okada especially the rule which says after 
operators to use machine not exceeding . impounding, that there is an order that 

:~ ; .. : .. ~ " .:· . '·~ .. ··· "'' ·~ " ~~ 
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the machine will be·: destroyed. : WHat, ~.!chair~1an should I be . called for him to ·· 
happens to the owner of the machif\e ~~!~n. \ight'en us : 1 on the better rules and 
since the operators are not the owners : I r methods I of··· actually arresting this 
am of the view that there should be'l a ~' siAi~ti6'ri '. 'II know he could come during 
fine on an impounded machine and n1

ot ~ the public hearing session but there is a 
destruction. Mr Speaker, Sir, I think proVISIOn which states that the 
this Bill is very timely. This . is individual will pay · a fine of ten 
something we should carefully reas'on thousand Naira ~ or be sent to prison for 
and look at very constructively, bearihg . :tJo· yb~rs. I I fir{d· the imprisonment term . 
in mind the social status of our people ;'! m;uch 11

1tnore' higher than the fine to be 
and general security , of the people! :of , :rl pa,id, ; hence, I ! suggest a lesser , sentence ' . 
Enugu Stat~. ' ,, .: ,

1
., 

1
_ .• ~~j[be ~pplied. · ·I fe~l that imp;isonment 

' ::. '' · ·lJ' b£fen~~·, is h'dt ~ a Civil Offense bLit ~ 
I wish to finally speak on the' lt 1 jCtimi~1~1 Charg~. · 

introduction of uniform colours for the .r 

Okada riders. I am suggesting that it 
should be Unit by Unit. What I mean, 
for instance, is that Awkunanaw Unit 
should have emblem attached to their 
motorcycle so that when one sees them 
at Okpara A venue they should , be 

I ~ •, 

recognized by that '' colour, it is for 
secmity reasons. Colour should be':on 
Unit basis. In case of people who are 
operating under hire purchase, .:.Ve 
should a1iiculate reasonable ways of 
solving their problem, since our mission 
is to solve their problems. On this note 
I beg to take my seat. 1: 

I• 

Mr l· _0no~ , (E~ugu North): ,
1
/:v1r 

Speaker, honourable Colleagues,r ' I 
commend ·the reason and objective 
behind this Bill. But in view of all said 
and done, I strongly still suggest that in 
wanting to actually create a safe and 
clean environment for the citizens and 
residents of this State, we should also 
look into the affairs and the way these 
individuals come across the motorbikes . 
I would suggest ,that their union 

,I ' 

Then the issue of destruction. We 
are not trying to destroy, but we are 
trying to re-arrange and make conducive 
so,,• that it will synchronize with the 

·;' existing traffic laws. 1 know that we are 
~. not here to destroy but to create a safe . 
~I· • ;141 ' I ' · , . ' · 
~1 env1rq,T,Jment :wh1ch should be conduc1ve 
~~~t~~thf;r~sidents a.nd to these ~eople that 
' h~ve. ileft everyth mg they do tn order to 

get. their daily r income by coming out 
·'I· ' . 

. very early in the morning and going 
I1ome by 7 p.m. in the evening. 

I ' I ' 
I 11 1 ), :I '' I I~ I 

, I TH1e iss·ue ' o[1 s~ven ,o'clock is very 

1 
n~asoi~able and that is quite a11 1right as 

, ·I ~li
1

tS will c11eck crit)linal activit'ies during , 
l1. ; tl~ls ! ~y~lletide'. :\ "I I' 'Strongl:/11 also 1 'sl.tggest : 
' 'tt-i1~!· ap ,moto\cyc(e rid~rs going home by 

),Ji? Jf P · t~ 'l ; sh?ul~ ~ h?ld. ; I c~mrr:end t~e 
1\reasons and obJeCtives ofth1s Bill and 111 

''view of all said and done, I urge my 
hon . Colleagues to look into the reasons 
an.d objectives and support this Bill. 
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opportunity to identify myself \with this Committee will consider it proper rather 
high-impact 1 Bill 011 . 111pto~c~~le '1than the emphasis on the vest. The vest 
operation in I;:nugu .swe. 1b(? ~.oc\~ty ·'';has disappointed a good number of 

ii in W~ich ~e , ar~. rec?~ni~es ,t~ ~~ ~re~or I '!ll!':peace ~.oving citizens of this State. 
cycle 1 bus mess 1s 1 a 1 ma10r I sour1e '1J ot:• ~ ! 1\ ·l· ,., I · : ,. " 1 

11'1' ! ~~ ~ ~·I j' ·+ lh I ''I '" I 1~. j. I r: I ,,, t. ,! ~ I ~~ .;jl I ,· f I I : 

!::·~ incopt~ to som~ familie~ ,bLit t1h ,ere'. 11jl~~~t 1 J , Then:· on the Section_ that sa~s about 
·: 1. be a, mode ti:rou?h !~ ';;~lch ti~ dJ bus.P.?. ~ss , , destru~t1~n of_the machm~, I thmk I ~m 

I , has to, be earned out'. ! , . , \ :: ,:~~~ \·1'. 1 , 1 , ·: at vananc~ wtth that part1cu Jar_ Sect1on 
, • 1 '' l · 11 II< f ' because mstead of destroymg the 

' I l 

I will praise the ~ uthor of this Bill property, the property could be 
and I believe that at the end this 1impounded and kept in Police custody 

·,1, 

· honourable . House will •.give ·: the ' Bill • a ·j· instead of their destruction. On the 
i . · .. spe~dy pas~age . i B ~ti 11 ,have:\ ~q:,1~[ f~r :: ... · ~t~estion · ~f . 1 ?O cubic centimeters, I 
.rl:, ::. 1. , , ·,

1 
.·; com

1
me_nts . ,, W.,e l~ n~Y'' i t,I:~t .\ 1s~,~~p- tD' IIil s · ~.1fpm~ tha~ 1t_1s 1deal because_ the purpo~e 

,,~ ; . \··1· .. 1· 1 11 :,. expens1ve all over the . worl~~~.l Eve.n 1 3of t spec1fymg 11the , capac1ty of th1s 
.. f! I ' ~ I I ' 1 .! I~ 'i I' • • ._, I 

"~! '
1

; ·;· !: 
1
; ''', 1 ·.i i! · · . bac~ home, wheil th~' sitt\ ~tion1,9econ1~s . 'lriiachine is primarily ' to help the 

l~i~ •; .. ; (. , ' " so bad, one ca1: sab:ifice and ·forego ,i passengers and the operator~ i~ terms of ' 
· sleep throughout the n1ght to 1n,ake sure .\ speedometer. A great maJonty of us, 

: \·· 
.. , 
1 1P! 
,:~'\.I 
:. ·~I 
~! _, 1:1 

. 'I• 
'l 

I 
i 

·• 
~~-I 

·I,J•: 
-ll· :1 i' 
I ' ~ ' jil . 
,~. 

.illi1 1i. 

,1:1.1 1 

··:\I I .. 
" 

11, 

·~ . r : I , , 

•F.• I'' ... ~'r··. 
: . 

ifl '~ 
I. 

I. •I 

I' 

I 
I ~ 

ell 

. that liVeS and prOperty are 'secuied .l sJ, I including myself, haVe fallen ViCtim, 
that is why I said that whatever and only God helped me on that day in 
inconvenience ' anybody is 'expected to question. I prayed seriously in the 
encounter on this, I believe th~t at the morning otherwise I could have gotten 
end, n

1
obody wi,I.II::av,e any:regr1e .• ~- , : .. ~~·l:l 111Y .. legs shattered . ~hey_ can never_ be 

. . 1 , . , I , 1!1• • :I :. , 1:\:1 \!'lrf~ ; 
1
:
1 ,p.aqent onse the mach me ~~ acceleratmg. 

.[:~ :: Th_e · ar~a th~t sa~s s,omethjn~ ~R?.~t . ~one of them · ':"il.l . evert ~ueue up 
~ !i vest i1dent1ficatJon:7 i Wf are all 1 1l ~mg •1 , b~cause the mach me IS on h1gh speed, 

I" witnesses in Enugu State l~: i n )ll th',e ' ~0 I am in support of 100 cc engine 
1 immediate past "'"'h~n;. this, 've.~1f : ,alpn~ , ~~~pacity . 

caused ·a very serious p1;oblem Between 1 ' 

·· this State and the ' 'OKADA' ~ riders. ' '' Mr Speaker, I am very grateful for 
Some of them -because' not all of them the opportunity you have given me to 
are bad - some . of, them .

1 
were so ' support this Bill and I believe that even 

mischievous , that when ·, they .. get !" to if any section of the society does not 
certainzo'nes', they will ·p~ll 'l 'O\!j;tl1e ye~~l ~~nderstand why 'this Bill is ideal t~is 

1

;: and p,u~ it in ~heir pockets . . But ~ith i ~hl ~, , t11ne around, soarer or later, they will. 
· ,, Bill, if it is ~ontained thatji.n ad<:l

1
ition t~J • It ; is .· not only b~cause of the season. 

· the' vest that the machine itself1will be Christmas will ·come, we have to 

.: 

painted,' I th ink that will ~e tli'e best ' '~ witness it and enjoy it and thereafter we 
Then you cati stay ' teJ1 poles away' and . ' must live. So this Bill is not on ly aimed 
notice that the machine going across is a at Christmas. It is equally there after the 
commercial motorcycle. I believe the Christmas. The most important thing is 

I 
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that any peace loving person in this J' vehicle. So, I am saying that the •issue is 
country and this State must search _,for ~~!! not t,!,1e ,type ,, of machine, it 

1 
is I not 

security at all times. · . I , 

1
i!l wh~th~r it is a grand king or the name 
h Hki i's·; given but the capacity : of the 

WI ni achine. 1 :. ! I am highly in support ofthis bill and 
if my suggestions are properly looked 
into, I believe this House will , once 
again, register its name in the minds of 
the masses and the society. 

I 
In Lagos State, the machines used 

there are of low capacity. At Abuja it is 
.the,, same. So,. I do not see the reason 

, , 
1 

• ~hy l~e should :nqt take things ~asy in 
Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): I 1 Enugu State. The State should be a safe 

I f i' , I 1 " 

have risen to make just a little ,1f Rlace' for the citizens. If you see most of 
contributio'n to this' Bill. It is t an ~~·: 1 ~ t~'e h~vocs: dbne ~ by these robb~rs, ;it is 
important 'Bill. It is a Bill that is . nbt althing to,write 'home about. A lot of 
seeking to legalise or give legal backing I:A! it l'; h~s , beeA · associated with these 
to the use of motorcycle for commercial l!.i:[ h'ighj

1
ack ' or high capacity machines. 

purposes. In fact, I am very happy with '; This is the type of thing this Bill seeks 
this Bill. The Bill seeks to checkmate to prevent so that these people will not 
the capacity of the motorcycle in use in h~ve the zeal to use these machines in 
Enugu State. 11;, their I operations and , the operation will 

1; ··'" be reduced. I ' J •. I • 

The trend is that Enugu Statef has 
1 

•,1 1·
1
,; . , · 

been the center point for ' all sorts ' of '·!j! .Tfl:~n on ' the ' issue of time, I may say, 
motorcycles with ' large capa'city ,i,t though 1 this 1 will still go tol public 
operation. I think some of them have 

1
;1i h'earin'g', th.at

1
• the closing hour of seven 

-1' I 'I I I I 

been banned in some other States .c:tnd .. , o'clock be ) extended to eight o'clock 
all of them have ran back to Enugu p.rh. this is Christmas period and people 
State. will be rushing back for the feast. But 6 

, a.m.: is 0.1(! because that is the ideal 
I have been to Ebonyi State, I .. timeli: f~r · pe

1

ople to come . out , in the 
traveled along Abakaliki when I weht td \l t~orriin'g. l . Sb, I on ' the

1 
,' issue 6f 

Ikom. You can only see ;the machine J.t' i1t'np~~\ nding and destruction; 'tliat ·one 
. which ,t~ey c~ll Lad.ies ~ac~ine. Sot'·fhe ;n ~~ ~~\(ou.l~1 be !,r~ferr~d to law . enforce~~~t: 
danger 111 , usmg thts htgh-Jack or htgh ,, ;' ~gents. People will know about the ,Bill. 
capacity machine is very tremendous . t"ji The~1' should lrespett the Ia.w. When tl~e 
The speed is so bad, the way they zoom :'hhiw tbmeshirho effect: people are bound 
around is somehow embarrassing. ,. If. :- t~ obey it. '(Interruptions) . The contents 
somebody is moving around Enugu of this Bill are quite clear, and I should 
State and you are using a car yo u would suppoti it. Once you know the law, you 
not know that one big machine has :I; have, to respect it. . If a law is passed · 
knocked you down or smashed your · ) about machines to be destroyed, after 
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passing the Bill, any offending rri~chin~ . .'· of this Bill is not to create fear in Enugu 
. should b~ dest~oyed: .. lt> s . ~f~~·!,"th~tr , S~te. Th~. use ~f high jack and grand 

t: P90plel ~111 suf~er l?ut;i t~e I law w~s~; lp,e .• klpg m~chmes m ,Enugu State . for 
: respected . The. B1ll l~ IS 

1
not . se

1
ekm to ·: ·1 ~ cqmmerc1al puq~oses must be banned. 

i 11 t ~ I' !' I j' jl, I '"1 ' -~· ' tl q' ·! iU' ·I ! ~ , ••. , 1~,. PI I ' Jl' I 1 I 

i , , sti.ffer '' anybody ; 1

• rather it! '' js1 a '~fa)!' 
1 
~f!' · ·When you : look at the rate of robbery in 

"' regulating and .,.control.ling 1 thelpS.tat~\ ,:t Enugu State, it is very high to compare 
I! 1.,.1 1 I I • ·,, ~~ 11 1 !, , 

,: Than~<~~~~·.: !'. } . \· *· ; ; I , J ,11 I} ·i.lt: I with other 1States. So, I still believe that 
' · : : ;, 1 • t :\ H i[;' . ·1 

1 the use of Okada above one hundred 
Mr J . Obidinma (Oji; River) : 1Thank cubic centimeter in Enugu State must be 

you, Mr Speaker. I have every reason b'anned. I We must find a lasting solution 
to support this Bill. To,day, , the s~rvi9es.1 tq,, this problem :by making the State 
of 'Okada,' is quite complementing the .· Government to know · that these Okada 
Taxi Cabd in the ~arly··~ightie~ J[. I:Wt1~h 1:'1 p~·~ple must be ' identified by various 
said early eighties I mean'the , da~s whe~11J. t ~nits that will help' us 'check for security. 

' I•'' I•Q 
taxi wi.ll take you to the ·doorsJ .. eps of~ 1 Bv

1 
the time we , send out our report, I 

I I ' ,, IJ .II ' ' ' 

your house. Today, taxis only 'ply the believe my Colleagues will be able to 
I major

1
roads . But today Okada i~ .igiying 'i,;! give necessary attention and easy 

those services of taking' you to your ~! , passage to this particular Bill. Thank 
1•, ,I I I 

doorsteps. · I ,. , • you. 

Mr Speaker, today, ;we have a Leader (Mr Ebenyz): Thank you, Mr 
benevolent Bill that t~nds to st~~.~~~lin~~·,'· . Speaker, I have risen to support this 
th~ way and manner .the, Qkada!'"'shphll_d,'

1
) ' i~nportant Bill. · It is very i1~portant and 

·: be · used as a means of trqnspo~t! \ .'IJ~ IS tm:-ely. Most of the contnbutors have 
·, Bip ~fl! . plac~ !a P~P ·!I api· pkad~,~~ ~~t~n! il sp9ken sai~ much about th~ im'portance . 

· ',:ex~.ess,, power abqve ',. hlin~red;;.r; 1fu~k1 , " o~, this Bill : and ~ ali?n myself with th.eir 
·· centimeters. ,I In fact, 1 a lot · of reasons!· ·· v1ews and contnbut10ns, but would like 
,, ' . I I,,, I . 'I·. ' II . 1: I 
abound why I 'should .support tl; i~ J, BilL · I ·to add one or two things. Mr Speaker, if 
On the idea of destruction, iA Enugu this Bill scales through, this honourable 
State, Mr Speaker, we are here 'to create House will definitely bring decency and 
values not to destroy. S.o, , ~ ~ do'

11
not pniformity to the operation of Okada in 

support the id~a of destruction., On the ~ Enugu State. People will now be able to 
idea of .selling them .to t~~.· 1p~9,li.~!!. i~i:,_is ,,1 1Jiow Okad_a 1 0pe~ators within Enugu. 

1. the people in Enugu 1State .: ;wha are
1 
still:!' , Urban, wh1ch will , make for easy 

I • •' I 1111•' ·1 '·r •Ji • 1: 

buying tpen~ ~~d c~n u~.~ t?~~~ ~e~e,: " M~,:~: 1 i?1e~rj~cation. , :: 
Speaker; th1s ts a very mce ,Bild and F, '·' ~~ I" 

~ want to urge my ;: hon. Colleag'ues toi!: tl 'Mr Speaker, it will definitely reduce 
I \ 1' ''I' I ' ,, support this Bill. Thank you . ! ' ;· l t!.·_ ;~1[. ·the cases of armed robbery and car 

,, ·• , · · , ·, I 1 ' snatching in Enugu State. Therefore, 
M r G. Chukwuegbo (Enugu South the passage of this Bill will completely 

II): Mr Speaker, ' I feel that the essence bring down the cases of armed robbery. 
t,,, ,,, i! 
1 ' '}~: ~ 1~ 

I •I 
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r:l '' t' ~ ~26 
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Mr Speaker, for the past two years ;, ::i the debate and wait for the report:, there ! 
there were orders banning the use ,I of ·~··.1 rs notliing wrong; in it. , 1 • ' ,· • ·. 

' ' ' ' . ~, I ' ' ' ~II' I ' I" : ·~ • '. 

these hijack and '! the · commer~ial • i:lj 1n1 l' i:i,! 'I; .. :, : •. : , 1 , • : • 1 ;; 

motorcycles operating after 7 p.m. And !i(~ 
1
\lbelrhty Leader: Mr Speaker, I have · 

the order has been in existence, but ilie ~risen~·tQi second the Motion that the Bill 
crime has no legal backing such as this t'he formally r~ad the Second time as 
Bill and the Jaw enforcement agents moved by the ,Leader of the House. 
then find it difficult to pros~cute the :1 : , •; : 

defaulters. 'I ' 1 ~~: 1 Question put and agreed to. ' 
. , 'I { li'' l I '111'1' l' ' I t. I ' ' ' ' i \ ' I '1111 i .:! 'I: ' 11 ::· • I ' ,.: i1 ' I ' : I I : 1. 

Therefore, the passage of this B,il/ :., • :'\:!~ l~.illi·\J accordingly read 
1 

the," 'Second., 
will put 

1
Jegal backing to the orders ·' ,~ tirrie , ~~~~· , 1 1 \, 1' ,,·, 

1
.,·
1

'
1

, ·:·, ·,t :, ,.·: 
I ' ,, ' I ·1·'1''•FI~'ll'l 111 I~~',,.' •\1· "' l'l•l,p~ ' '::·· "' 

already existing in Enugu State. ~~· il,;p· :i . I .rl: : . ,. . r ' i ' 

Therefore, 'I am calling on every 'i' ·::l\~~~ljMrlft':.. I Spelii{et : II' ' H~nourable~ 
member of this House to support this ,~ 

1 
~~ ~~.ll~agbes, the Bill before us which has 

Bill so that it will sail through. So, I do' · •% do , with the Road Traffic (Operation 
not think that there is anybody opposing of Commercial Motorcycles) Bill No. 6, 
this Bill. Mr Speaker, having said that, 2003 has now sailed through the Second 
may I now move that the Bill be ,

1

stage, ; that is, Second reading. And I 
formally read the Second time. Thank :'· i wish tb' express my, happiness to all of 
you. p .;you for the way and .'manner the debate 

' • II '· ,. . ' ·L I I • 

, ,1 lf, , , :was cdhducted .. I am so grateful I w1sh 
Mr C. 0. Eneb~ (Awgu ·North): 1 'jthat ; 1tH~1 Ho~se' Committees on Wo~ks 

I ll 't HI '~ 1 11 ·Ill •l ! ~ l j 

Information! I do ' not know the ' tind[, 1 ;'~ransport, ' and judiciary, Public · ' 
implication of cl~sing · th~ d7bate wh~p :' . fe~hifn:~ ,\1 ~thi~s. j an~ , Pri~ileges shoul~ 
the House Committees handlmg the Bill tty. as, much as possible to turn-out their 

! l! II , ~ 

are supposed to do some job on the Bill Report so that by next week we will do 
before completing the debate. It will be justice.tothis Bill. 
like putting the cart before the horse. .'.:; it. : w· 'II ;' I '1:: I I': ·, '' I ' I 

. I I] ~ I ) I 

. . , j;!' ~ ''\i·iJ ~ thf~k the; h9~ 1(1~~b~r~;· . t~e ,Slerks \: 
¥ r Speaker: I thmk the essence p,f

1
,, 't~1, 1Tab1f~, .. the , Verba~Im Repo~e~s ;. and ;:, 

the report has nothing to do with tfie: 1 • 1 , th~1 !;, Meinbe'rs of, the .. Press, ,' because• I i·': 
debate . .: So, the .,, debate "~ c~uld :' ' t;~ · ·,, ~r~J~bmB~r thb ~J~s{tin\e ·~e : t1e~lth~ Bill '~ · 
concluded even when tl~e report is yet ~~ .~ .. 'for~th~ !first tim~; ~.~e ~r~ss gave

1ii a ·vel-y !t 
come because it is what we are saying ). Jgbo1~1 

, pUblicit),t, ii:•;,And i I1. believe that · · 
here that will enable the Co'mmittee to : ' I1~virlg !' ~ailed through the second stage 
put up their report appropriately. And it · today, they will try as much as possible 
does not mean that whatever they put in to make the public know the position of 
their report will be accepted, so it does 

1 
J~is 1 Bi~l before the House. Like the 

not follow. So, we can now conclude ' honJ1
1 

Member . for ·
1 

Awgu South tMr 
' il I' I ·I ! I,' I {.J 

,:,. \
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Maauabu) s~id . when \1e.1was speak;ing, I 
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ll.\ ' 1, I t ' 

do wish .that th.e Committ~e , m~~.~l~ Tfi ,•: JVorks an? Transport are making frantic 
to organize a kmd of pubhc heanng s.o effort towards finding a lasting solution 

Ji t~at w~ wil~ p~t ev. erythin. g art'4 ~.ali~r. th. ~:e. .i'·. 
11

\··.to these ugly heavy traffi'c congestions 
, .: ,, r~c~r,ds :. ~t~~tg~~ · ·I·!A~?k Y?l1 v~SY1 1~uF~ 1

1 :i t~rougho~t th~ . entire St~te . My 
i 1 ~;: ~?.r y~u~ co-ope~atf,on . . ~o1d, fles~.~·~,~ ~~r H~" 1 11 <;:olleagu~~' you ~an . see ~tth me that 

" ,. i, 1, 1 , 1 • • , :, lh~~~ :' ·11' 1' . . ~~ere ar~ mult1fanous illegal and 
''' . ·~ •;·, ,NOTICE OF M?T-I~~~ \"\:-1.1:\11 ~ ~mauthorized location of yarking lots, 

• ' • 1 r 1 : ' 11 1 ,. 1 motor parks and operatton of Mass 
Decongestion of Traffic at the Ninth Transit in Enugu State. These call for 

Mile Corner,, En~gu, ,1 •lr .. ·_ ' ~.erious attention of this House. 
j ! I ' :: •<I! '! '~ \:' 

Mr ·G. Chukwuegbo (EnJgV : sq~dq ~::1 Mr Spe~ker, Sir, traffic congestion '!t 
II) : Mr Speaker, ' Si_r, may I ! in'o1

1 ve 'l\th~ . t11e 9th Mile Corner at the moment is one 
1 • , •• , , ' r ~ ·~ .I ~ •1

1 
, · 1 

·:. Moti9n
1 
standing,, in my . ~~~pe "~~~ th ~~- . : tn~t , terri firs " tra\lelers al?ng th,~t route 

honourable 1 House do call tqn the~ . even "' when people have not started 
Chair!nan, Udi , Local · Gov~rnmen.t :1 returning and going home for the 

1 Council, Udi, Enugu State t9 de,qonges't \1 .; Christmas celebration. Consequently, 
traffic at the 9th Mile Corner and more ' one spends close to an hour to get across 
urgently to allow for easy flow oftr:affic the 9th Mile Corner at present. One 
during this year's Christmas Season". could imagine the level of traffic 

1 ~rl ,. 1 ~r.'l congestion that would be ,experienced 
Mr Speaker, ; Sir, my, distingui~heqiJ 1 th~re in the next few weeks if not 

f : .hon Colleagues, . it ' ~S r:: in. :rec?gn!~io?l~~fi,. cortrolled adequately. I 0 

' our enormous ,l· legislattve 1
• oblwatwrs l'ff. • (' · · · 

~ l! ' 
l! ,entrusted tows l\• by :~ 9ud el~ctdr~ieJ\t<;> j'l; !H~tfMr Speaker, Sir, b~low : ~re' some of 
I 

1 ,'cobtri. b~tte meaningfully. tq : bett~},\'.ith.
1

~. 1 
ir j.;' :the .. factors that 'cause heavy Traffic 

~~ I I 

' ' ~t I 

lr·· 

•. : 1 
\ 

·" 
U· 
"~I·· J ' , 1 ' -~ 1 ' I 1: I' -• 

•I I· l' ' 
·l•:\· 'I' r .\· ,.,_~. ,, , ,11 ~ I' 
· · ,_. - 'I I I 

:.~ij I 
11 I 

{;!I 

I 

.l ~ 
1l II 

,pves 
1
:. i ·;isocially, · j, p~litic,qllyf ~\:\ i\ 1ru?di ; ,cm~gestion at the 9 th Mile Corner. 

economically that I am soliciting to \you' 1. There are broken down 
all, to' g~aciously con~ider; this. Motion " vehicles lying at both sides of 
standing in my name, to allow for ~asy ' the road at the 9th Mile 
flow of traffic within the 1 9th . Mile !·. Corner. · 

, · • I I· 
Corner during this year's ,~ Chr.is~IT\as .~ !', 
S , ' • I • •I' lj ill·~~~ -· ~I· l-111 • ~- 2 eason. , 1 

.,1,, ... 1 il• u11· ,t" .,.1it 1 •• •• • 

: • • I. · I ~ :· ; t· .: ~~ .r~il ·111 ~ IJ:: 

i· 
1 

Iyir \ S~eaker, Sir, th~re is :~ n~ \i\ppubt ;'ji' 
· that the Issue of traffic congestiOn has 1 

been a 1problem bqtherir;tg the, peo'ple ,of (" '1 3. 
Enugu State, especially the Enugu 1State '\! 

1 
1 

House of Assembly in recent times. ' 
You will all agree with me that the 
members of the House Committee on 

I H . I 

' '' J: ·~. 
I' ._,.,I' " 428 

•. • .• :1·· .. q; ', 1\;i ''"' .i ~": 1.1· I 
' i";l .: .) I , ~I ~! !:' • I -li ,,1;~ 

~. 

There are equally illegal 
loading spots and motor parks 
within the 9th Mile Corner. · 

I 

The menace of erosion 
disaster and the subsequent 
emerging of sand along the 
road . 
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PRAYERS .... ' Hl··~~ Jl!! ,'.'~;, ' Safety Commission do assist 
jl , • 'I "~· I 

. Mr Spea~er, Sir, my hon Col,lea_g~es, .,,li ·t~ .J~! to ensur~ strict compliance by 
wt~h respe~t t? a~! these mentH;m~d lj!·!·., f:f~l ll!i\,•' ., 

1
1 the publtc. : I .. · · 

,f, , I ~I • , 1 • I ,pomts, beanng In mmd that you an :. :yn11 1~'11 ' ,·~· l' ·qli. '1, ''•. 'I l ;i ' 'I " I I . 

graciously give me your support, it then i}' ~l, ~~:Be tt m. oved and ts therefore moved. 
' ' 11r 'HI Jl 1

:
1 II , ·I : ' 

becomes pertinent for this honourable " •1 I '1'' , ' I . , ; 
House to resolve as follows: - ··~ •1 Mr C. 0. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 

1. That the Enugu State H~use Speaker, Sir, I have risen to give my 

2. 

3. 

of Assembly do call on . the support to this Motion. In the first place 
I I •I I h 9th M'l 

Chairman, Udi . ~oc~l ,,' rh.~ l\ ," ~eq t? : ~e~ongest _t e _1 e 
Government Counctl, IUdt, : .~· Enugu I roads, I espectall)l,, 1.;' dunng 
Enugu State to decongest I' ~ Chri'stmas: season is timely. ' 'We ·have 

I I traffi9, at ~he 9
11
:.: Mile 99rp~.r il! 1l ~~0~ ~~~ of pe?p}el w.ho on the if rray horn~ 

and more urgently to. allow · ,i~~~~ for Christmas e'rided up stayit;1g there for 
. 'for easy flow of traffic 'dJiring ::J. ~d lor three days1 ptobably they could 

this year's Christmas Season: )~lt fi~ve~:larrived on the 22nct of December. 
il;l ' 

!' ·~,. When you ·eventually reach home you 
That the Chairman, Udi may not be able to leave again until 
Local Government Council about 27th December. 
do remove all broken down .' '· :1-. , · '' 
vehicles and sand from il' J', i!i Bearing in mind that that place is one 
erosion sites along all,,·• th'e ~~. 1·, ofth~ major gateways to Enugw State, it 

routes . ~fthin t~he ~.!,11 , Nil~ ~~\1. i.s .,i~p.1 ort~n~. ~hat s9mething b,e ; done to 
Corner. 1i , ' .. ' ;'1: , . 1: reduc,e what IS there. We have equally 

I ,, ,,, , hi. dl,l · ' ' I I 
· , ' ~!, ,,ear,:\ :stones of hoodlums who even 

That the Ch<:)-irman, i Vd i ~· ope~ed · the! boots of unsuspecting 
Local Government Council 1 motorists and' made away with their 
directs for the immediate bags, 'and : those bags were either 
relocation of all illegal containing' 'money or other materials, 
loading spots along the route , which they Were coming home with for 
of the 9th mile ~orner to, ;th~ J1 ! 1~~r:i ~lhlas'. : By !th~ ti~e theY:'· ~!ght h,1

e 
Government approved motor: [il·sleeRihg and ·those · hoodlurrisl/ opened 
parks. . , '': ; ,.jiJ '.; .: .;j'; ~~'eid tboots, 1witho~t " their • kn~~ing it : 

• -~ , 'I'' · "i · 1' ·rlil'\1 t !By 'the' ti:n'e th·b!J"'got horn6 they'1 wouict 
••• ,I 1 ~ L1 ' I~ If jl ., l i'i,: t • J ' ! ) I 

4:· That the Chairman do i cJose 1['1~ Hhe !l9st 1al\ \their pelongings. So,'our 
up all illegal U-turn points \i:jf kith ,~ and kin who ·are 'Coming home for 
along the express-way within : ;J dhridtmas ' will need protection and 
the 9th Mile Corner. ' assistance to ensure that they get to their 

5. 
destinations. This very Motion was 

That the law enforcement , passed last year , and the Chairman of 
agency and the Federal Road :1,.. ;j'11 

1 1,~; I· , ' 1•. , " 
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I I l' \•:· ' 
Udi Local Government •· Council *d id 1'Enugu on the 24th of December 
something wonderful ~ith.the Mlbtio~· .!,t,·.,:J (Laughter). 

'l I I ,, I' II I ' .. ' llj·l'l '~~ i~ J I .t, '\l·'t 'I ,' 
I I ,. ,I I ' I ' ' 11 1 ··II ! I'll It ' 

1! ! • 1' ], I I 'I •
1 't I 1\ J Jli!l , 'I 11 ~ I • 

i : ; I, be~1eve that bY. thyl t1me ~e ,
1

,a1s '1 ~~~il So, Mr. Speaker, what I am trymg to · 

! ' 

•'" this i'¥oti9n all· those vyhp 1 at1~ 1 t g9i,n~ ',/ ~ay, in essence, is that I align myself 
back • h'ome ~ill 1Iqow • that. :~ere1 :1 i1~ < wholly for the benefit of this Motion. 
orderliness in · Enugu State! y.!e1 know ' By last year we were witnesses to what 

: I' ' ' I /,' I I I th ' 
our people's mentality: if they get ,to 9 happened there, there was no single 
Mile Corner and cannot get home they traffic jam along 9th Mile Corner 
call Obasanjo or Members oftbe House. throughout the Christmas and the New 

1 I I l 

They would 1 not know · that it ,is those Year celebrations. 
' ·I , h 1 d1 

1 d!ll;' 1ff-l
11 ~I· j•1·1 ' " p-ansf~rte~s ,,~ , ~ ~~ . ,1: ~13. 111, 1~ . , 1,p~'" ,,,, l•••l • • 

along that maJor road • that ar~ ~~SflU~tn , '1"' Therefore, · I· am urgmg this 
,, • ,I" I I. I• I I II 

,i .. aq the ?bst~v~tions. ~.:~. ·,,11 ~ 1 : , .·11 .• :. 
1 itll ... ~onour~ble H?u~,~ to ~iv~ le~al backing 

• 1 : 
1 

• , ,:,·:· (, tq~ the resolutiOn of this MotiOn so that 
· I am even of the opinion that apart 1! both the Road Safety Commission and 
from Christmas :seaso'n, all• those Wh~;;, 1

.1 the ·Government arid people of Ud i 
are operating mass 'transits' alohg 'that Local Government carry out this 

.· very road should be made to stop them. resolution because it affects both 'A' 
and 'B' and even those of us leaving 

So, I am sincerely urging ,my, outside Eriugu, and our brothers and 
. Colleagues ho~ . Members, !r t9~ij• plefas~:f' ~ SI.·sters coming from outside Enugu. 

1; support this Motion bec~use it is a ~igh : •• 1;

1

; 

· impact
1
M.· otion. ·All ofusihave

1
r

1
elati6nsr. ,, ,1

1
'; So, I am in full support of this 

! 'J ,.! I. I II ' I H I '· 1 'I . N''\ j ''II ! ~~ I~ I . 'I ' ' I I I I I 
; •, and friends outside Enugu . who I jWill1. be 1 

• • I Motion. Thank you. 
I~ coming 'home for Christm\J.S . . ~ob8dy I ;J . 
·! knows' ~h~ will be :a:; victim, 'ti;et ''this i tl Mr J. 1 Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 

Motion 'take care of all •· ofthem: hh~k Speaker, Sir, this is a square peg in a 
you. ' ' 1 

· ! • square hole. So, I suppot1 the views of 
w , my Colleagues because thi s Motion is 

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo-Uwani) :11
, Mr.. on the Floor at the right time. I urge this 

' 1\ I •t j: 
Speaker, Sir, 'I have just irisen ;!from my,l honourable· House to urge the Chairman 
sit to shower praises on' the Spori'~or itnd'l as . well to use mild force like the one ' 

I ' ' '" 1111' •' I' '11'1 f '"··i ' ,, I Co-sponsors 1 of this ' Motion \ • ', Mrr. 1 used last year . to enforce the 
· · ' : Speal~e~, t_his Motio~ i,s _very ti~~ly. IJ~ , d~pongestion this year. Thank you . 

; seems, as If the Motion IS for me., a! ope . ~, II' ·:~ . . 
This is because I have fixed a date that I ·. Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, S1r, 1t 

. ' •\' will leave Enugu with my"! family lor ;' is to underscore the essence of the 
home, but because of this Motio'n and Motion, it is only to make life more 
its influence, I would not mind leaving , easy. To make the road very passable 

1 t• for the expected heavy traffic during 
\ ~ . I . 1 ~· ! ~~· ; I 

'"I'· ~ ~~ I r ' IIi 1 I · • 
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this Christmas. This includes the way I Chaiiman · ' of the' , Local Government 
to ease the road transport and the 'J.i: b'eca~se he • thoroughly ' and tirelessly 
effectiveness of ' the Udi Lq'cal 1;:: tried lito ensure ,, that Motions passed by 
Government Chairm'an; in a sense . t~is Jt try}s Hbuse were implemented. I believe 
Motion is merely seeking to reappraise ~\;': also 'i fpat after this Mo~ion is given a 

f I ' 't I~ II h I • ' • . ' • . 
and reinvigorate the Chairman J to . passage, ' e IS gomg to ensure ~ts 

actually live up to expectation. : implementation. Last year, while 
· working, , so many problems were 

This Motion does not require flny . enco\.m~ered ; l .though these problems 
amendment by my hon . Colleagues. , were', 'surmounted. The hardship 

· '' ''I' 1 ''II'. 1 ' d '1 ~ ' . h , I ' '11 My Speaker, Sir, I have no 'doubt 111 my . ,'expenence ast year m t e .wor< wt 
'I' I Ill' .. I 

mind that this Motion has come to ~'tay 1 !!~irWt ~~·peat, , that is why .I wan~ to ca~.l.on 
even 'if we. make it an an~ual Motio9' ~ i!' It aJ !i~Y,,~olleagues to helP.. t?e people gomg . 
has come to , ~ay because not onl_y th~~e ~,:f~r ~~rou~h t~~t 1ar~a ., ! U~I Is known a~ t~e 
who are commg from f~r. and ~I~e -~~11 ,'li ~?~~n~~~ of ~a,lm : wme. · I want to assure 
benefit but even those hvmg withm 'will 11,1

1 
those passmg througq that area that we 

enjoy too. Mr Speaker, Sir, at 1this ''~' shall ''do better this year. 
juncture I call on you to put the 
Question. Mr E. Odo (Igbo Etiti East): Mr 

i. Speaker, ,Sir, I want to point out to my 
Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): I thank 'f Colleagu~s that I am supporting this . 

the Mover of this Motion because thi's ~; Moti~m. In the past; people attributed 
Motion is coming_, at a time that it ~ill the ~go-sl9w' or traffic jams ,at the 9 th 

should come. I also: t~ank my h~n. l rr,ti~e~!~h Cor~,er to , lack of road 
Colleagues who have JOmtly supported 1

• mamtenance,. and as the problem of the 
this Motion. I equally wish to use'i his ~~· g8'vdthi~ent. ! i Now that tHe ' road has 
opportunity to thank those who pai~ed l been 'maintal~ed, there is still traffic jam 
this Motion last year. When they · at the 9th Mile Corner. 
passed this Motion last year it brought ti• 

1 
, : . , I ; 

the result of 9th Mile Corner being free. , i' Mr. Speak'er, Sir, I just wish to make 
'

1 ~j~ 1 'lj:Ja little amenament bearing in1 mind that 
Mr : Odo; Point of , Order! 'l/4Mr ! .:therJi1are new Local Govermn~rlts which 

I 'I •• li I . ' ' 
Speaker, ~ir, th,~re is a Motion 9nj!~th~ :1·111~~v~\~?e ~t~~l~ of;J over~1eeing .th9

1 
roaas at ! 

Floor. · . ' . .
1

. I ·,·· .. ~. t.ne 9 1,. Mile, Coiner, b. ecause it is now a 
I . • ' I' ,, .,.II ,., " I' 'lib I~· I •• I ':, I 'I ' . 
• · ,j '' 'H.' metropolitan 1 city. I , wish to I sincerely 

Mr Speaker: I used ' my discretion to )~j' s~ek !tne leav1e ofthis ;House to suspend 
allow him speak. Don't worry. i• ' 1 ~ Rule · 25 of our , Standing Orders to 

enable me make an amendment 
Mr Njeze: Last year, it was especially in prayer one. This will come 

effective. I want to use this opportunity ~~~ . in a ,way of an amendment. 
to thank the Transitional Committee it~. ;1!' !, 1 :· ',; , ' ~ 
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I '' I ! . .\·' I ' 1\.! .I . ~' f'' I I . ,. " 'j·l ,,. r. . , . 
Deputy S~eaker :. ·:rhank! ::r_oMJI·. ~~ !\.~;1 Njeze Marcel · 

,: ~. peake. t' I .· b· egJo ~ec?.nq th? M9J,I?1· ~;11!~\.; ;·hi .. [ E. ne Kate (Mrs) 
• 11 ' ., · 1;, • ~I"~· '· , ,1 . l ~f q \\j ,,llj: il , ~~~~ ~ .. Ofor Chukwuegbo 

: I .I Mr :1 ',:!• Speak~r: 1 : 1 ' 1 Honoy~able ',I,~:. Uwgu Christopher 
· ·;~ Colieagu_es w_e look at this 1Motism: i~dd ·:

1 

•,,.. ' 

: · basea on the1" information receit ed, 1 tHe I' l.i Not Vo'ting: 1 
I I . I '·1! I ( tl' 

hon. Member for Igbo ] Etiti ' East (Mr ., Ezema Fidel is 
) I ~ · • ~ I 

Odo) is now trying to seek the leave of 

864 

the House to suspend Rule 25 ~f' the 
Standing Order to enable him make an 
amendment. ; However, i ifi. you,1,, loo* at 
,this Motion, .w~ ar~ . tal\<i.~g ~~put ~~~ 
Local Government, here .we hav;~ more 

Question accordingly negatived. 

I I ' i• 'I 1!11, I II~ 
than one Local Government 1 in that area 

' Ji:. Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I support this all important 

,'Jy.~oti~n because .,~t will help reduce the 
rate , of road accidents during the 
Christmas period. 

I I I 
1 j· 1 \1 

. that is why Barrister Odo is seeking :the, 
I ,, t ' JJ., 

1 leave of the House.1 I· "-'1• 111: 1; ·\J 
. I , " hi 

I I ' I also move that the Question be put. 
Mr Njeze: Information, Mr Speaker, 

9th Mile Corner falls within the Udi Question, That the Question be now 
Local Government entirely. l, It "· i~ . Plft, put and agreed to 
exclusive to Udi Loca1 1 Government,\, . 

j ~ ' I "I 'I I f I k I 

Area. ', . 
1
; ••• ~ 1 l , 

1
' \k111 ~~~ t '' Main Question put and agreed to. 

I ' , , fl · 1 ~ " , . , ~ , ~~ . ~ 1:~ ·~ ~· r : 
•' I ! ' • ~ j I 11 

' I 

, Mr' Speaker: f9Jl~~i~g , thy l'abqv'e ~i ~·_,\ 1\ Resolved: ,,. 
:: deyelqpmen: I will pu: t~e ,QpesN1?r: ~l~~ \. .

1
, ,il. That the Enugu State House 

: ' ; · , 1 ~ ,, . · 1 , 1j.\l ·< ~-J ,1,, I i.l of Assembly do call on the 
' Question put and thp ;House ' cp~,ideq I ; :t Chairman, u di Local 
by Roll Call · ·' l ;, 1 , 'i 1 . ' , "

1 Government Council, Udi, 
· i 1.' ' .. ,' ' Enugu State, to decongest 

Ayes: 2 Noes : 1.0 No~ Voting,· 1
1 

,;:r:. 
1
: :·~ 'J. j::.. traffic ~t the 9th Mile Corner, 

Ayes: . , 2 .•, 11 \''1.,:·t•i: ~:.:-~1~~ to allow for easy flow of 
. . ' P·' I ,I 1 I. ' . I •• ·•· • • 

OdoEugtene , ~ :~ ·, 1
.-:

1
,\!'; .i~· ::! .f\;.~. ;!, .. traffic durmg this year's 

•1 11 Atigwe David ,,: .. n ··' •t• ; 1::r ~~\1'1·t1 ~~~i· · 111,' ·~t !~!\ ':!', Christmas season. 
, , . , . i i•·! . I 'I·, lr ' : ~ .. I. . ' . : 
1 • " ~ ''"' I. I t l II I k I ' l ~ I I 

i .• ,I .. I ·~ . ll. .. .. :· f r .. ·,,~ ~· . II. ~~r~~· I; , i ., [j;· ,j.. I. . • . 

'I~. No~s ., - ~ 10 ,, . ,::,:;;: -~~ !f,!:,i .2. That the Chairman Ud_i Local . , 
' · Agbo Dennis ' , . , 'IJ!: .

1
. '1 · ;\ Government Council do 

• I I' I, • ;I 'n·l ,, 1;1. . • ,. f 
An! Donatus , · 1

. . .. ·1 . :~: 11 \1\j,. ·~1! , : ;'1 ' rem?ve all broken down 
Ch1gbo Anthony .. : :· ~·. 1 

·I· vehicles and sand from 
Anikwe Paul l•, · .': 

1 
erosion sites along all the 

Ebenyi Kingsley I • : .. 1 ••• • :.,, routes within the 9th Mile 
Obidinma Johnny ·1 !'1' 1·'~:~.! 1\~· • ~...:i Corner. 

' 

" 
"' 

l ~ ; •111 11' 

' "I 
rl~ 

I"' r•,,, 

I i 
• I 

'i 

II'•:·' '· 

k-t: ~:. 1 ~~I 
: ~ I 
l ~ i 11

' I ,, I 
I 

I • 

< 

I'\, . 
:: ~' ;" 

..i 

' 

" 

;-·~; 
I 

'i 
I' 
t' 

iii 

\ ,, ' 

II 

i' 
I 

I 
t I 

. ' 
j '" 

' '" 

'i'! 

I 

I •' 
I '•' I, 

., 

Ill' ~ 

~.. ' 

• 1 '' I~ 

"' 



~~ \ II 1 , 

·~ ~ . ' 

'I 

I ' 

I I. 

'1 1 I 

j' !'I 

: I' 
I :. 

i : lll' 

,1·: 1 ' " 

~ i I 

3. 

4. 

1· 

~ ,, 
•'! I~ 
, I 

l•t ·l '' ,, ' I It ~. 1 • ·! 
1 '·~ lll)u1 ., , .... ~ 1 • 

". , 1 .'

1

'1 :I .; 

I ,.,•,\ !':·H 
II , ; / 

I 

865 

Enugu State House of Assembly Debates 
27 November, 2003 866 

'I 

II ,, ,I 
i ,H f' ' I 

r ,.1 
1 Please, end~avour to attend. 

-l' · 'I' .: •. :• ' 

That the Chairman, Udi 
Local Government Council 
directs for•1 the immedia:t6 ' ~ 

I. ·jl 

relocation ·of all illegaJ 
loading spots along the route 
of the 9th Mile Corner to th~ 
Government approved motor 
parks. 

1'1 

WI\ >' ;·ifl ' ! ,I ' ' 1 
' 

~~ we,~re going to have a short meeting . 
in my &lice on the rising of the House: 
it ~·ill . il&t last ~p to five minut~s . 

.J 11 I J I t: I , , 

. ' ~ 

''ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr ·Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, . 
• ·I 

That the Chairman do close , rnay l lilow move,that the House do now 
up all illegal U-turn point~ , dc:ljourrlJ. till . Tu~~day, . 2~ct ,· December, : 

' • , tl '' ' •\If I ' ' • along the express way withm •' 1 2003- at I 0 a.m . · ·. , · 1 • '
1

• 
1 II 

1 ! ~ 1 '~ • 1 'I ' " ' 1 I' '' ' • 
Jthe 9th Mile Corn~r. : ··· 1fj; . ·1, :L, 1't \l l: .,~·1 1 l. I.,. ~., . 1·: 1 ·:l' II.' 1

' 11 ' '' : 

i·• . · 11 ·~r D. Ani (Enugu South · 1): Mr 
That the Law. enforceme~t' 

1 
~pJ~~\<~~il J stand }o sec?nd the Motion . 

agency and the Federal Road : moved !~ by the Leader (Mr Ebeny i). 
5. 

,. •\ 1 . • 

Safety Commission do assist · Thanks . 
to ensure strict compliance by 
the public. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Visit I • 14' 1 •• 

' ~-~ 

if 
' !·t · 

M r Speaker: The House Committee · 
on Local Government will ~ Visit th~ 
Local Government Servic~ 
Commission, tomorrow, Friday 28th 
Day ofNovember, 2003 . 

!II 
'I 

Question put and agreed to . 
I I '1. ' I ! • ' 

1. \q• I ' ' 

I• r Resolved: ' ThaP the House do now 
II adjourrt'':• till Tuesday, 211

d Decelnber, 
2b03 at·~~~ 0 a.m~ ,1 , • • ; : 

·~ tr. ~,jjl ' . 'l ·~ ::,lu ' ' I I ' I 
I ! • ~ '' • ! 

i!· Adjourned accordzngly at 1.30 p.m. 
I " •U ' I'''~ .II ~ ' kJ ,)1' ~ ~ t ~;f I I ! l ' •' 

' 1;' .. 1 I.•• 
.· .... Ji.'·· ' 
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:l·t· ,• ORDER OF THE DAY 
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; ·, ENUGUSTATEORNIGERM.; 1!;, •IIi i I ,, I. I ,i· • 

: .. '; ·I' I •:·~: '!' ,, ',' I•' I H'' ·!~·· ·i ~.II. I) ,11,1 REPORT OF . THE I. JOINT 
'i- ... ~ :i'T\uesdfiY, 2n.d Decemb(jr:, 201~3 ',,: 1::1,; :,' COMMI1'TEES ON WORKS AND 
.J;.", ,!1 ·•r" ,. ·I 1.,;::''1 .\1:1'\.·,Q•' :!I\! j. J:RANSPORT, JUDICIARY, 

., ([he, House met atol Q a.~,.l) 1·\: ' : ' :.\~· 1' PUBLIC PETITIONS ETHICS AND 

.. ' I'-· i If il II,• II., . " : ' 
' ' • I· :!· •. '11,'1 J PRIVILEGES ON THE BILL FOR A 

PRAYERS I ·~ ' l \jl~ ,,, ,.,, CAw AUTHORIZING THE USE OF 
\ , 11 1 .:.1 

0 1 ; 0 I ol : ',I~ I 
0

,
100 MOTORCYCLES FOR 

(Mr Speaker in the cChair); ~~j ,; i!1 ,· .t d'OMMERCIAL PURPOSES BILL 

1 ' I ., '•I' \1,1, ., I tJI· • ' 
' I'' •I > '' ~·I :I lo,' [I ~j~ 'I;'~· I" !I,' NO 6 2003 1.,· ,, 

1 APPRovAL oF voTEs f0' ·I a~ '111 '·'· • 1· . 
'· ' 1 [

1 
PROCEEDINGS ~~~· ·', J· ,r 111 ' !·l,lii

1
:Chairm.an C~m~ittee •· on Works 

I I I (I ~" ~ 'I, ~, ,II I I 

l , , . : . · . ,;;:( ,r 1. IQ~ , an? , Transport (Mr G. 0. . 
·, i Mr Speak~r : 1 ;; ,,., {Ioq.9ura,bl~ , 11 Chukwuegbo): Mr Speaker, Sir, sequel 

Colleagues, the V,otes and Proceedings! !\1 , to 1the legislative functions given to the 
I have gone througn them anq 

1~o 'the Joint Committee on Transport and 
best of my knowledge, they are correct. Judiciary by the bon. Speaker to do a 
However, I need your I comments. I critical legislative study and analysis to 
Thankyou . .. : , :~. ·~~~\,· t·.il~ the above mentioned Bill, the Joint 

1 
'
1 ~··' .\ ' •• • II;•\ "

1 ! 1 t1~l' 1t!1j ' Committee decided to pursue the Bill 
· • I If 1 II ~ 1 

·:Mr D. • Ani I, (Enu'gu 1South ~ri): :·, r), •with ! every commitment and dedication 
, : Sp~aker, : Sir, . I. hl1ve ;equally:'tl g9pe;1~i 1, jt ·deserved, by having constant' s!ttings, 
' . thr'oug~ 'the 1 

Votes arld PI;oc~eding~ flbof. i' : intbrviews, ' visitations and public 
' '" '' I I • . d J: d I h 1'1'\ t ' 1 '' h ' . ' our ast .. stttmg an lOUn t em, o ' · e ·: ~arm g. · 
. ~~rrect ~ ··'r} ther~fore, \ r:flov~ : f~~~~ 1 th9 ir '' ' Jd · 
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adoption. Thank you. ' ~~ i :. :i :··; :!' : "~ !', The committee in its . course of 
· , :. lj~, e~amination, had an all encompassing 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji-Rixer): :. Mr · public hearing that attracted various 
Speaker, Sir, ~ have ri~e.:q. : i. ~· ~ec. on?'.,t.~~ . st~J~e holde:s like the Commissioner of 
Motion . 1•. : • ,~ . 1 ! I . . ~~ I' 1\ .. \\i~l·t ,:Ill .. ,,:~ Pol!ce, who was represented by the 

I ' ' ' ··I• 1 1 ''~ 1 " ' 1 1 A" c . . f p l' tl I ' 1 • •1'' .: : •. !' ~ . . ' .· .:~ . t·
1
, sst. ommissJOner o , o Ice, 1e 

~' i ~ ' j I" IL u ' I I I I 

QuJstionput a~d agree,d,to ;· '•lill.l:j; 1ff ~~, , Co~n~anding owc~r, R~ad Safety 
;' \ ; . jl .. '' , t· · '.;' ·' 1.J · 

1 
ll· ' Commission who 1· was. represented by 

Votes and Proc~edings of Thursday, :~; 11the i. Head · of Operations, the State , • 
'2ih November, ; ; 2004, .. c:pco~dingly~ -;~i '.\Executive Members of the NURTW, the 
· adopted. ·. ' "J: · 1 : Okada Executives and some other 
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make some amendments and 
hereby attached. 

it . is, ;I· publi~ auc~ion and the proceeds of the 
1 :. \i 1 ~.]sale paid over to th~ 'owner of the said 

1; !' r1 1~otorcycle . after ' making : such 
Section · 3b .: (Authority .,', ,! ~or ~.~~edu~~ion~ 1 ~,s. ~ay ,,be or,dered by ,: the 

Motorcycles to: . ~ ply commer~Iai ; ~jcou.rt:~i~L;::,, .~ i . , , · 
1 

purposes and cond1t1ons thereof.) In lme '~~! :!~J; IIIIJ Jl," ,.! ' · ; 
two, three, and four delete Secur~ty r _li'B~,ad.er ,1(¥r. fibenyQ:; Mr Speaker, 
Identification Vest issued by the State ~ Str,,

1 
hav~ng ,listened tq the Report of the 

Ministry of Works and Transport for .Joint Committees as presented to this 
such Motorcycle on Payment of the fee honourable ' House by the Chairman, I 
prescribed thereof and insert jhereby IJlOve: 'tnat this House do :accept . 
Motorcycles identification colour and ' .1th

1e ·R~port1 for immediate consideration 
authentic security identity card in the il: I 'f~Ibng \lside ,with:·· the '' original copy' 'ofth~1 

State,. thus : The . driver of · , the , ) Bhr. lfhank you. , . : · 
1 

.: ' .r i~' :': , 
otorcyce ' S1a rot .: stan ' or PY :lOr ;;[:~~. i ;; ! . ;··;~ ''':1 ' i~, ,'il .i ·' M 

1 I I II '' d I J.c 'il ' 1 l~"'~l· 1 1~J 1 t,,' '' I·• •··• •·"·· ·~J 1 
n '" 1 

hire for the conveyance. of passengers· ··: !I(1[Mr,A: 'Nnadi ,. (lgbo-Etiti West): ·Mr 
without the Motorcycle identification , \ifSpeaJs.~r, Sir) 'r have risen to second the 
colour (yellow with back'' stripe , and I I),Motio~'·' that'' the Report froin the Joint 
authentic security identity card in the 'Committee be accepted for immediate 
State. 

1 
consideration. 

Section 5 (Police to impound Motor 1:, 1·1,4'.' 1.;Q~~stion. put ar:d agreed to. ~ 
\ '1' 1 ~ •' ·1 I Cycles). In line one, delete any Police t: · · · ·,, ' .~ · , 

Officer insert the law enforcement '~j~ R~}:JOrt · fi-om 'Joint Co~mittee 
Agency, · (I'h~ Road; Safety and · 1the ,f'bccorfltngljA:; dccepted for irnnzediate 

• II • I I• ~, ' 'II . ' 
Police) thus: The . law enforcement ~consideration. , ,. . ., , ! 

h R d S fi d h P I. ) ' '' •I~ oil~ 'II\ Jli · 1': ' , • I agency (t e oa a ety .an . t e 0 ICe rJ·I 1:•11, I I l·r• 'Ill I . I' I·.~ I : I I I 
~ I t ~ • I I ' I ' I ~ 

may impound any Motor 'Cycle which ~is · , Leader~: 1! Jhank you, ' Mr Speaker, 
operated or driven in contravention of may. I' move that the House resolve itself 
this law; and any such Motor Cycle so .into a Committee of the Whole House to 
impounded shall, subject to the order of consider ,i the Report alongside with the 

0 • • • I 1 )I ~ l ll ll I • • I •! i' Ill I I I I• I 'I I I t 

a co~1rt of. competent JUr~s~tctlOn, r~e i p;,~gma~. ¥til. , I; :H .,'.. • i .: .. 1 ' : ··:: , !: : 
11 

kept m ~ohce custody until ,the end !?f . .'~I,.,. ,.lt;ll, :; , . ;, ! 1 · .. , !. :1 ;. 1·~;. . ,,. 
the trial of its driver or owner. .· .1J .'' I lr]~ IM~!:! Nn'adi:"• Mr ·'. Speaker;·,- hbn: ', 

1 ' ' ·• ' jlJ I. 'H, I j ,' '~ . I l ' ' ·' • • I, I I 
I I ·'' ; ,j II Ill Ia I! t,Ou'lleagues, I have nsen to second the ; 

Section 6 ,(Authority i,io , : d~stroy Jp; .,,, ''iM~ti9~i: as ~~oved~:by; th
1
e han. Leader; of 

sell impounded Motor Cycles). In li~e , ji tH[H?~se .. : 1
; 1. :,'t: .' ·~· ... . . .. . 

three delete destroyed or thus: The co~rt : ·:!lr· ]: '·:I.;:, I · Y I· . t 
1 

in addition to the punishment provided •! l! . Question put and agreed to. 
for in Section 4 above, may order that 
the Motorcycle so used be sold by 
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THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(OPERATION OF COMMERCIAL 

MOTORCYCLES) BILL NO. 6, 2003 

(Considered in the Committee of the 
Whole House) 

The Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues, we are going to consider 
the Report alongside with the original 
Bill. Let us leave off the Title, 
Enactment and Date of 
Commencement. Let . us go into 
Interpretation, clause two of the original 
Bill. In this Law Commissioner means 
the Commissioner for the . time be ing 
charged with the responsibility fo r 
matters relating to Road Traffic. 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North) : Mr 
Speaker, what you read about 
Commissioner is not clear. 

Mr Speaker: I read clause two 
which is Interpretation, that 
Commissioner means the Commissioner 
for the time being charged with the 
responsibility for matters relating to 
Road Traffic. 

Clause (2) - (INTERPRETATION) 
-ordered to stand part of the Bill 

Clause (3) - (AUTHORITY FOR 
MOTORCYCLE TO PLY 
COMMERCIAL PURPOSES AND 
CONDITIONS THEREOF) - ordered 
to stand part of the Bill 

Leader: Mr Chairman, I have an 
amendment to make in Sub-Section 

3(a); no such authorization shall be 
given in respect of any motorcycle 
whose engine capacity exceeds one 
hundred cubic centimeters. My 
amendment is that we should remove 
'or' and insert 'and' in order to make it 
more specific. 

Mr M. Njcze (Ud i North): Point of 
Information, Mr Speaker. When we use 
and it means that you have machine 
with more than one hundred cubic 
centimeters and that has more than four 
gears but if you use 'or' it then means 
you have engine of more than one 
hundred centimeters among those that 
have four gears. Even if it is ten cubic 
centimeters it should be part of the 
authorized machine. If it is more than 
one hundred cubic centimeters but has 
four gears, it is still part of it. · So that 
you do not give room for somebody 
who has motorcycle of the capacity of 
more than four gears to now come and 
say it is part of it. So, 'or' should be 
there or we now say 'and' or both. 

Mr Nnadi: Mr Speaker, I look at 'or' 
and and as two different words that 
cannot come together in a sentence. 
When you say 'or' as far as I am 
concerned it is either the first is applied 
or the second is app lied. That is my 
own observation . 

436 

Mr E. Odo (Igbo-Et iti East): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, I want to align myself to 
the last speaker but the appropriate word 
should be 'and' considering the fact that 
if we leave the word 'and' it simply 
means that we are now restricting to 
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engine capacity of one hundred cubic 
centimeters and not more than four 
speed gear system ... (Interruptions) 

M r E. U. Ezeh (Udenu): Mr 
Chairman, we are talking about engine 
capacity in terms of centimeter, l think 
what is important here is the speed and 
if we are talking of engine you talk 
about the speed and not the capacity. 
Therefore, assuming tomorrow, a 
manufacturer comes up with five gears 
motorcycle that is less than one hundred 
cubic centimeters capacity, what 
happens? So, the engineers should 
enlighten us on the difference between 
capacity and velocity ... (Laughter) 

Deputy Leader: Thank you, Mr 
Chairman. There is a point I want to 
make but 1 believe I am not an engineer 
and what all of us are talking is about 
capacity and not speed so, that is why 
we have one hundred cubic centimeters, 
that is , capacity. And all I know is that 
the more the cubic centimeters the more 
the speed. 

Mr Eze: If I am to say further, the 
cubic centimeter content is the fuel 
consumption, that is the liquid. I want 
you to get it very clear, that gear has 
nothing to do with cubic centimeter, 
gear is relative to speed. 

Leader: Mr Chairman, having said 
all these, may I move that the 
amendment on Clause 3(a) (i-ii) be read 
as follows: 

"no such authorization shall be given 
in respect of any motorcycle 

(i) 

(ii) 

whose engine capacity 
exceeds one hundred cubic 
centimeters and/or 
that has more than four speed 
gear system." 

; Deputy Leader: Mr Chairman, Sir, l 
have risen to second that amendment 
made by the Leader. ,· 

, Clause 3(a)- as amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 3(b)-

i', , 

~: . Mr Enebe: Mr Chairman, Sir, may 1 
ask if we have a particular colour for the 
'Okada' riders. 

The Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues, you see, what I want us to 
db is to be able to identify the colour we 
want them to use. 

·Deputy Leader: Mr Chairman, Sir, r 
think we have an existing colour for 
tl1 ~m in Enugu State. 

·. · Mr Njeze: Mr Chairman, Sir, may I 
ITiove for an amendment in the last line 
where we talked about passenger 
v.ihhout an identifying colour. That we 
a9:d in bracket, yellow with black stripe, 
bracket closed. 

The Chairman: O.K. 

· Leader: Mr Chairman, Sir, in my 
opinion, if an 'Okada' rider is given an 
identification uniform, it will bear an 
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identification number which will be 
used to identify them anywhere. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West) : Mr 
Chairman, Sir, I have risen to second 
that amendment moved by the hon. 
Member for Udi North (Mr Njeze). 

The Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues, at this stage may we 
address the issue of vest first. 

Mr Njeze: Mr Chairman, I believe 
that if a motorcycle is given an 
identifying number, there will be no 
need for the vest. 

Mr Enebe: Mr Chairman, Sir, about 
this colour and identifying number, if a 
number is given without vest it will not 
make sense. 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, I believe that without 
vest they can be identified with the 
special number that will be attached to 
the plate numbers. 

Mr E. C. Maduabu (Awgu South): 
Mr Chairman, Sir, I am on the side of 
retaining the vest. It is the number that 
will be written for the public to identify. 
First of all, the number will be on the 
machine and the vest. The numbers 
should be well written so that it will not 
be difficult to identify them on the 
machine and the vest. 

Mr J. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): Mr 
Chairman, you are aware of what 
happened on the issue of vest. I think 

that we should carry on with markings 
on the machines because the vest never 
worked. The commercial drivers don't 
have vests but only identity cards. They 
may use it and they may not use it. If the 
machine is painted, it is O.K. Well, 
why don't we ask the drivers to put on 
their uniforms. Mr Chairman I think the 
painting is more than enough. 

The Chairman: Any further 
clarification? 

Mr Odo: I want to make clarification 
on the issue of vest. We have to note 
that the primary issue on Okada is their 
machine and not vest. The whole 
essence, I think, is to principally check 
crime, and the only way is on security 
identification. For instance, if an Okada 
man from Awkunanaw Unit is seen 
anywhere and when you get to the 
register of identification, since you have 
known his mark, you find it represented 
in their book. We should concentrate on 
marking of security identification card 
to be used by the Okada riders. 

Mr Enebe: Mr Chairman, one 
wonders what is happening. The Okada 
is like someone who says he wants 
water, when you give him water, he says 
he wants cup. Even if we say let us 
concentrate on identification, by the 
time we finish, they will come out with 
another issue. 

The Chairman; You see, if you look 
at the angle the hon. Member for Awgu 
North (Mr Enebe) is going, there is 
sense in it. If this is a private Member 
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Bill, we would have done away with it 
before now. The issue of this vest has 
been the order of the day in Enugu 
State. I am only trying to clarify issues, 
on this vest. If you think that it should 
be expunged then we do that, since it is 
not part of the original Bill. 

Mr Eze: Information . The 
in formation I want to give is that the 
vest is synonymous with the badge that 
commercial motor drivers are supposed 
to wear. The traffic regulation 
stipulates that the motorcycle riders 
should wear their vests, in addition to 
the machine numbers the licensing 
authorities will issue to them. I support 
the issue of retaining the vest. 

Deputy Leader: I will like to make 
more clarification . The underlining 
point is to checkmate the excesses of 
the operators. It does not matter, like 
they were saying; let us take the issue of 
engine capacity of Highjack and Grand 
King ... 

The Chairman: The Deputy Leader 
is taking us behind. In this Bill, they 
have never talked about colour, what 
they stated is engine capacity, and now 
we want to include identification. We 
are talking of the items that were not 
originally in the Bill. 

Deputy Leader: The next issue is 
security. You can only identify through 
identification number and colour. 

The Chairman : The offence one 
commits when he is not putting on his 

vest is the same as when his machine is 
not bearing the identification marl<. So 
the punishment he gets when he is not 
putting on his vest is the same 
punishment that will be melted out to 
when one does not paint his machine. 
The two must not go in isolation, they 
must go together. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Chairman, 
finally, what I am saying on the issue of 
vest is that we should recall that we 
have tried this before and it failed 
woefully. 

The Chairman: Now let me tell you 
something. There has never been an 
enabling law to define the fine in money 
or in terms of imprisonment or both for 
offenders. That time, it was a 
government policy. It was a policy 
statement made by the government. 

Mr Enebe: Mr Chairman, the 
convention in legislation is that when 
there is a contentious issue either in a 
Bill or Motion, the Sponsor of that 
Motion or Bill should give further 
clarifications. 
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Deputy Speaker: Mr Chairman, we 
should not subject the 'Okada' riders to 
printing of numbers again on their 
motorcycle. Government is interested 
in the vest. If we subject them to 
printing of numbers or colours on their 
motorcycle, it will just mean making 
money for the artists. 

But government says vests, and if 
you go to the neighbouring countries, 
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they use vests and this state has said 
vests. So what we should do is to 
oblige the Executive Bill which says 
vests and they have been wearing the 
vests before. 

The Chairman: If the opinion of the 
House is that we expunge vest, it is 
O.K. I do not want a situation where 
the sponsors of the Bill will say that 
they do not want vest to be part of the 
B iII and we go on and on debating it. 

Mr G. Chukwuegbo (Enugu South 
II): Mr Chairman, Sir, I am of the 
opinion that the issue of vest should not 
come in. We had public hearing on that 
issue and the honourable Member for 
Awgu North (Mr Enebe) is a Member 
of this Committee and yet he never 
attended (Prolonged Interruptions) . 

Mr Enebe: Point of Order! Mr 
Chairman, he should not mention my 
name. That is my Point of Order. 

The Chairman: If the hon. Member 
for Enugu South II, (Mr Chukwuegbo is 
addressing the House, he should address 
the Chair, not to call the names of 
Fellow hon . Members, and any hon. 
Member who mentions Point of Order, 
should tell us the relevant Order so that 
we read it and see what the Order is all 
about. 

Mr Chukwuegbo: Mr Chairman; I 
am saying that after the public hearing, 
we have a way we designed this colour 
identification. We designed it in such a 
way that there will be a number in the 

unit register from which the 'Okada' 
operates. That number in the register 
will also be issued to the rider and it will 
be on the 'Okada' also. 

Leader: The Chairman of the lead 
committee is recon1mending that we 
should remove the vest. It is now left 
for the House to accept it or not. Again 
the Sponsor of the Bill might not have 
public relations about the Bill. This is a 
Government Bill, it is not a Private 
Member Bill. The government is 
interested in the vest being part of the 
law. The issue of vest is not only for 
security, it makes for decency. All 
those official drivers who wear uniforms 
is not only for security but it makes 
them look decent. If you are a visitor in 
Enugu State, and you see that 'Okada' 
riders are putting on vests, you can 
easily identify who is an 'Okada' man. 
Forget about some of them who have 
evil tendencies, removing their 
numbers. So, I still maintain that we 
retain the issue of vest in the Bill, 
because it is for decency. 

The Chairman : Let me give hon. 
Members information. When we send a 
Bill to a Committee, it does not 
necessarily mean that whatever they 
recommend must be accepted . The 
House still has the overall corrections to 
make. Sending it to the House 
Committee is for convenience. There 
was a time we sent a Bill to a 
Committee and they wrote a different 
thing from what we asked them to do 
but we sat here and corrected them and 
had the Bill passed. The Committee's 
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recommendat ions should not be 
expected to be accepted whole and 
entire. This is a House of twenty four 
members and the Committee may be 
5~Y~n or eight members. So, if a 
Committee brings their Report, anybody 
who wants to make amendment should 
be allowed to do so . 

However, I say it is only when I put 
a Question, if ayes, have it, fine, and if 
noes have it, well and good. It is only 
when there is a t ie that I will vote. 

M r C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I want to speak on the 
economic situation in the country and I 
know government is not ready to 
sponsor or paint the motorcycle for 
commercial use and I know too, that 
government is not ready to sponsor the 
vest for the Okada operators. So, I am 
of the view that this issue of vest be 
dropped because these Okada operators 
are going to suffer financially . They are 
going to paint their motorcycles and 
sponsor the vests. 

The Chairman: The hon . Member 
for Enugu East (Mr Ugwu) should listen 
to me: I do not want anybody to whip 
up sentiment. I do not want to feel 
guilty of what I am doing. I do not 
want anybody to see me as either I am 
part of it or not. However, if this Bill is 
passed and we decide to include vest, or 
we drop it, fine . The Speaker is not 
alone in this matter. If it is important, 
we include it, if it is not important, we 
expunge it. 
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Mr Njeze: Mr Speaker, Sir, I believe 
strongly that it is in the interest of the 
people I represent that Okada operators 
P'IY the normal fees government demand 
for operating motorcycle. It is equally 
their view that this issue of vest be 
dropped because a publ ic hearing was 
held on this issue and majority of the 
opinions is for the dropping of the vest. 
The Sponsors of this Bill have the best 
interest of the people at heart when they 
want them to wear this vest but they 
equally know we are representing the 
people here and majority of the people 
wants it dropped. So, we represent the 
public and the public wants this vest 
issue dropped. With the extent of 
discussion that has gone into this issue, 
may I move that the Question be put. 

The Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues, if anybody stands up again 
when I have not recognized him, I will 
walk the person out. 

· Question, That the Question be now 
put, put and agreed to: 

. Question, That vest stand part of the 
Bill put and the House divided by roll 
call 

Ayes: 7 Noes: 13 

Ayes: 7 
I. Mr C. Enebe 
2. Mr E. C. Maduabu 

. 3. Mr D. Atigwe 
4. Mr F. Ezema 

: 5. Mr K. Ebenyi 
. 6. Mr. E. Eze 

.:.. 
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7. Mrs C. Ene 

Noes: 13 
1. Mr C. Ugwu 
2. MrD. Ani 
3. Mr 0. Chukwuegbo 
4. Mr P. Anikwe 
5. Mr E. Odo 
6. Mr A. C . Nnadi 
7. Mr M. Onyeze 
8. Mr J. Anichukwu 
9. Mr F. Amu 
10. Mr F. Onah 
11 . Mr J. Obidinma 
12. Mr M. Njeze 
13. Mr A. Chigbo 

Question accordingly negatived: ' 

The Chairman: Order! I am aware 
that there is an existing law of Enugu 
State in respect of uniform colour of 
Commercial vehicles. I believe it is 
important to re-introduce this Bill based 
on the former colour of yellow and 
black. 

Mr Njeze: Mr Chairman, I wish to 
move for an amendment on Section 3(b) 
where we have: the driver of the 
motorcycle shall not stand or ply for 
hire for the conveyance of passenger, 
without the 
Security Identification. 

I want to add between colour and the 
word card, I want to put the word after 
colour (yellow with black stripe) and 
then at the end of identity card/number 
and it will now read thus: The driver of 
the motorcycle shall not ply for hire for 

the conveyance of passenger without 
identification colour of yellow with 
black stripe and authentic Security 
Identity Card/Number. Thank you, Mr 
Chairman. 

Mr Enebe: Mr Chairman, I want to 
move that we do not involve people into 
spending as things are hard now. Let 
the normal colour approved by 
Government remain instead. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe) : Mr 
Chairman, I think the amendment by the 
hon. Member for Awgu N011h (Mr 
Enebe) is correct. That is the 
Government approved colour with the 
authentic identification card. 

Mr Njeze: Mr Chairman, there is no 
colour approved by Government, what 
is there is State colour. 

The Chairman: I think what the 
hon. Member for Udi North (Mr Njeze) 
is saying is correct. Before now there is 
no approved colour by the Government. 
What we have is the colour with which 
the State is known. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): Mr 
Chairman, may I know whether the 
Motorcycle is impounded or the driver 
is fined? 

Mr Njeze: There are motorcycles 
which are (Interruptions). 

Amendment put and agreed to 
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Clause 3 (b) - as amended, ordered 
to stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 4 - (CONTRAVENTION OF 
CONDITIONS OF OPERATION) -
ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 5 - (POLICE TO IMPOUND 
MOTORCYCLES) - as amended 
ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 6 - (AUTHORITY TO 
DESTROY OR SELL IMPOUNDED 
MOTORCYCLES) - as amended, 
ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 7 - (ROAD TRAFFIC 
APPLICABLE) - ordered to stand part 
of the Bill. 

TITLE AND ENACTMENT 
ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

COMMENCEMENT DATE - 2 ND 

DECEMBER, 2003) 

The Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues, when we pass this Bill, it is 
not yet a law until it is assented to. It 
will only become a law when the 
Governor has assented to it. 

Mr Ugwu : Mr Chairman, Sir, I am 
of the opinion that the Bill be passed 
with today ' s date. If it is passed today 
it is left for the Executive to do their 
own job. 

The Chairman: More importantly, 
bon . Colleagues, if we look at this Bill, 
Section I, it said that the Bill be cited as 

Road Traffic (Operation of Commercial 
Motor Cycles) Bill No. 6, 2003. So, it 
will be right if the commencement date 
is today, 211

d December, 2003. 

Commencement date- Agreed to . 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I report the 
Bill out of Committee with 
amendments, and move that it be read 
the Third time. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Bill reported out of the Committee 
with Amendments, read the Third Time 
and passed. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, the Bill before us, which 
has to do with the Road Traffic 
(Operation of Commercial Motor 
Cycles) Bill No. 6, 2003, having been 
read for the Third time has been passed. 

So, I wish to thank hon. Members for 
their wonderful contributions, more 
especially the House Committee on 
Works and Transport, Judiciary, Public 
Petitions, Ethics and Privileges. I was 
impressed on the way and manner they 
were able to turn out this Report. I am 
very, very happy, and I commend them 
for not only doing a thorough job but 
reporting out as requested. 

: I remember that when the Bill was 
first read on this Floor, they were given 
two weeks to report out, and they 
followed the Rule and reported out. I 
wish to state that other Committees 
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should try to emulate the House 
Committee on Works and Transport, 
Judiciary, Public Petitions, Ethics and 
Privileges, for a wonderful job done 
today. 

Yesterday, I was very sorry for them 
because the public hearing was very 
hectic. I thought that they would not be 
able to submit their Report today, but 
the way and manner they finished and 
submitted the report was very 
satisfactory. 

I wish also to thank every Member 
for their contributions. I equally thank 
the Clerks-at-Table for their co
operation. This Bill is the sixth Bill we 
have been able to pass within this 
period, . which is a wonderful 
achievement. It would not have been 
possible without the co-operation of 
everybody. United we stand and 
divided we fall. Thank you and may 
God bless you. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Meetings 

Mr Speaker: 
I. The House Committee on 

Education, Science and 
Technology will meet today 
on the rising of the House, 
Room 216, Chairman's 
Office. 

2. The Enugu State House of 
Assembly Tender's Board 
will meet today on the rising 
of the House. Venue is 

3. 

Chairman's Office, and it is 
signed by the Leader. 
Please hon. Colleagues, we 
are going to work on 2004 
Calendar, and I wish to 
request that members submit 
their photographs through the 
Chairman, House Committee 
on Information. Please do 
that immediately to avoid 
delay. 

The House Comm ittee on 
Agriculture and Rural Development will 
visit Ada Rice from tomorrow ... 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, it not true. 

Mr Speaker: What we have is 
House Committee on Agriculture and 
Rural Development. They should start 
the visit from tomorrow, 3rd December, 
2003. 

Mr Enebe: I do not know what you 
mean by from ... . 

Leader: It is Committee on what? 

Mr Speaker: Agriculture and 
Natural Resources . What we have is 
Agriculture Ministry and Natural 
Resources. It was signed by the hon. 
Member for Uzo-Uwani (Mr Chigbo), 
Chairman House Committee on 
Agriculture and Natural Resources . We 
have Ministry of Human Resources but 
we have no Members for that Ministry. 
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Mr Enebe: It is in the Speaker's 
Office (Laughter). 

Mr Speaker: No it is not. We also 
have a Committee on Petroleum and 
Natural Resources . 

Felicitations on two Ambassadorial 
Nominees: 

Hon. Kingsley Ebenyi Leader of the 
House and; 
Hon. Emma Eze, Member for Udenu 
Constituency. 

l wish to formally congratulate two 
of our Colleagues who have been 
nominated for ambassadorial 
appointments. I am very happy and 
very proud . I am very happy and very 
proud that democracy is actually on 
course in Enugu State. Enugu State is a 
mode l, Enugu State is the only State 
where the Governor is empowering the 
youth. You will agree with me that in 
200 I when I was asked to work as 
Acting Governor in Enugu State, that 
was a history because no other Speaker 
was asked to act. So, this time around, 
we have two hon. Members as 
Ambassadors . 

Several bon. Members : His 
Excellency! His Excellency! 

Mr Speaker: I think that this is the 
price you pay for being loyal, that is the 
price for working hard, that is the price 
you pay for working with your 
Colleagues. I lack words to qualify 
these two bon. Members. I say 
congratulations, I am very proud of two 

of them and wish them well wherever 
they will be posted . They will leave as 
soon as possible so that Achi can reach 
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us. They are really worthy 
Ambassadors of this House of 
Assembly. Thank yo u. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr Ebenyi): I rise to move 
that this House do now adjourn till 
Thursday 41

h December, 2003 at 10 a.m. 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North): I have 
risen to second the Motion, and in doing 
so I wish to call on the House Services 
Committee to mark out designated Car 
Park for other bon. Members just as 
they did for the Principal Officers of the 
House and HODs. 

Mr Speaker: The Chairman of the 
House Services Committee should do 
something with those concerned. I 
remember when I came this morning 
somebody blocked me. I think this is 
not proper, something should be done. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this House do now 
a.djourn till Thursday 41

h December, 
2003 at 10 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 2.17 p.m. 
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Ebonyi, it then co!71inues to bear Anambra State 
Law as applicable in Enugu State. This is an abuse 
on the origin of all the States in the South East. 
Enugu State has remained the father of all these 
States. And it will be an embarrassment, I even 
take it as a slap that instead of saying Enugu ,State 
Laws applicable in Anambra State, we are . still 
saying Anambra State laws applicable in Enugu 
State. It is an aberration of this consciousne'ss of 
our origin. 

So, Mr Speaker, I think that this all-important 
Bill is trying to now demean the status of the father 
of all these States in the South-East. Instead of 
saying Anambra State laws as app licable, we now 
have our own father laws . They will now be 
answering nee Anambra State or nee Ebonyi State, 
because they all come from Enugu State. So, I 
think that is the legal thing about this Bill. 

' ,ji 

Then the other legal thing there is that we have 
other decrees relating to Enugu State. ,. We had 
Military Administrators or Mi litary Governors, they 
all came up with their own Jaws and some of these 
laws which ha ve been abrogated, still operate. 
Then we now have to reform it to bear Enugu State; 
to have the democratic in1"luence being now 
practised for we are now practising democracy. 

So, thi s law is intended to achieve first of all, 
the autonomy. the origin, what is called originality 
of the State. We cannot now just say the Bill is a 
full-fledged law or the State a1~cl the sovereign.ty of 
State can only exist in othe1· areas except on !ega! 
tenns. We have gotten our m-vn Chief Judge, we 
have our own High Court Judges, and other judicial 
appointees. We should also have our own 
independent laws without adding applicable. that is 
what this Bill intend do to. 

Mr Speaker. when we end Lhe debate today, the 
revisor can now discuss the legal relationship with 
the able Speaker, then we can now go ahead to do 
other details of this Bill. So. !VIr Speaker, I am .now 
calling on my hon. Colleagues to giv~, this all
important . Bill a full-fledged support to enable 
Enugu State ha ve the at1tonomy and the originality 
it deserves so th at our sovereignty can be defended 
when we go out to 1·etlect the legal terms of this 
Bill. Thank yo u. Mr Speaker. 

Mr J. V. Onoh (Enugu Nonh): Mr Speaker, 
hon. Colleagues. I have risen to support this all
important Bill because it is going to solve the 
problems we are having. I can recall that in our last 
sitting, an hon. Member refen·ed to a law of the then 
· Anambra State and he was corrected by not saying 
as applicable to Enugu State. This Bill is going to 
help us by making us to stand firm to quote those 
laws as applicable to our own State. I do not 
actually believe that this Bill we are all suppo1ting 
will be in favour of what we do, ourselves, every 
day I am reminding you, my hon. Colleagues, that 
this is our responsibility. I am asking you all to 
think of the future and if we sacritice ou r today we 
wi ll have a belter tomorrow. Thank you, Mr 
Speaker, thank you, my hon. Colleagues. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr Speaker, I 
am happy to sec that this Bill is coming up for 
debate today. My reasons are many. When a child 
is born, the child stmts first of all by crawling and 
after crawling he starts standing until such a time he 
will be able to stand on his own to move. Twelve 
years is enough lor Enugu State to have its own 
laws that will now be referred to as Enugu State 
laws and not as applicable. that is, A nambra State 
/m1' as applicable to Enugu State. To me it is 
disturbing, although this is as a result of inheritance 
from the State c1·eation because we were then 
answering Anambra State and not because Anambra 
State made the Jaws or that they are more 
experienced than Enugu State. It was just by 
coincidence that most of the laws are referred to as 
that of Anambra Slate. But I am happy now that the 
sovereignty of full -fledged State should go with 
everything both lega lly and otherwise. Therefore, 
we shall be doing ourselves and our people good by 
passing thi s Bill so that most of the laws that have 
been made in Enugu State wil l now bear the name 
of Enugu State. I am very much in support of the 
Bill and I urge my Colleagues to give their support 
for the passage ol"the Bill. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): Mr Speaker, l 
hereby align myself with the past speakers on what 
they contributed in favour of this Bill. I know that 
this Bill would have been passed earlier than now 
but during the last regime the State was in crisis and 
that was why the Bill was not presented that time. 
Other States have taken steps to amend their own 
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laws through the Bill passed by their respective 
Houses of Assembly, but we are still saying 
Anambra State law as applicable to Enugu State. 
So, I support this Bill because it is very important 
in the sense that Enugu State has come of age. It is 
just like when a cloth is made in China and the 
trademark will be another country. It is good when 
we make a law here in Enugu State we refer to it as 
a law made by us and not A nambra Stale law as 
applicable ro Enugu State. Because of its urgency 
and impo1tance, I suggest that the debate be ended 
today so that we shall not carry the debate over to 
next year. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, if there is 
no other contribution, I will use my discretion. 
This is a very, very important Bill which I expect 
that the contribution wi II be overwhelming. I 
thought that the contribution will be something 
else. If there were a good number of Members who 
spoke, it will enable the Committee put up their 
report easily. 

Mr J. N. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, when there is a good Bill of this 
nature, it is just like a good soup made by a good 
woman. You have been calling for ti.uther 
contributions and it is not that a great majority of 
the hon. Members are not wiling to contribute to 
the Bill, because the Bill is self explanatory. The 
Bill is commendable, and I know that if you will 
put the Question now, everyone of us will get up 
and say yes. 

Mr Speaker, this Bill is like the Igbo saying- I 
think I am covered by the Constitution in terms of 
language. There is an Igbo adage that says that 
onwere ka nwanyi ga eruo o gafe onye muru 
nwanyi a, ihe a ga-ekwu bu onye n 'alu nwanyi a. 
And that is true. I became apprehensive when I 
thought of it. The laws of' Enugu State, made in 
Enugu State had to be international with particular 
grade given to Enugu State, and why I say this is 
that this honourable House is very credible and I 
mean every word of it. 

·t and, sooner or later the Standing Orders of the 
Enugu State House of Assembly will come into this 
1-j.ouse, not as applicable. I am saying that this is a 
very nice Bill which will enable our laws to stand 
the test of time. I urge my fellow hon . Members to 
look at it positively and give it the necessary 
contribution. Thank you. 

i 

Honourable Members, let me make an appeal. I 
feel very uncomfortable when somebody is making 
c'ontribution and some other person is moving round 
the . Chambers talking to one hon. Member or 
another. Such a thing distracts the attention of the 
person who is speaking. So; .if you know that you 
have something to discuss, this is not the right time 
to discuss anything. 

If you are aware that your Motion is coming up 
today, this is not the right time to tell other hon . 
Members that your Motion is scheduled for today. 
You should have done that earlier. So, if debate is 
on, people should stay on their seats. 

The 'only person allowed to move to . hon. 

1 Members in extreme cases is the Leader of the 
' House, who may have Government B i 11, he 
normally does that outside, but if he discovers that 
there is something going wrong and that he still 
wants to get the support of the Members he has a 
right to move round to get Members support, not 
other hon. Members, and not again when the Leader 
is moving this way the Deputy Leader will be 
moving in opposite direction . (Laughte1). 

Mr M. Onycze (Igbo-Eze North 1): Mr Speaker, 
Sir,' I stand to support the Bill and my reasons are 
just: like that of my Colleagues. I feel that it is an 
irony that when Anambra· State was created, if not 
because of nomenclature, it was created out of 
where we are now. These Laws were made where 
we are now and it is now an irony that when the 
laws are cited we are made to look like an 
appendage on our own soil, a State that was created 
out of us. So, I feel that these people took us there 
administratively, and for any further respect, it is an 
irony that we continue to cite their own laws. So, 

Recently, we concluded that this honourable the amendments of these laws are overdue because 
House is over due to stop quoting laws of Anambra ,, it is like a father answering the name of his son. 
State as applicable to Enugu State. That is why we Anambra State was created out of Enugu State and 
have started to put up our own Standing Orders, (; :~: . , · · . . · 
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not Enugu State created out of Anambra State, it is 
a matter of nomenclature. 

This was the admin istrative headquarters. So, it 
will look as if we are junior to them if we continue 
to cite their laws in high courts and in all the other 
places. I support the immediate amendments .ofthe 
Jaws so that it will give us good autonomy which 
we deserve. Thank you. '' 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I want to make a 
correction on what the hon. Member for Igbo-Eze 
North I (Mr Onyeze) said, Enugu State was created 
out of Anambra State. To say that Anambra State 
was created out of Enugu State is not true. We had 
Anambra State before Enugu State was created. Mr 
Speaker what I am saying is true . 

. Mr Speaker: I understand what the : hon. 
Member for Igbo-Eze North has said. He said that · 
it is a matter of nomenclature, that Enugu State has 
been the headquarters of the South-Eastern region 
and that being the case it will be out of place for 
Enugu State to be citing. Jaws of Anambra State as 
applicable to Enugu State; that it is a matter of 
nomenclature. 

Leader: That being the case, Mr Speaker, may I 
move that the Question be now put. Thank you. 

Question, That the Question be now put, put 
and agreed to. ' 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read the Second time. 

Mr Speaker: I wish to express my happiness to 
most of you who contributed immensely towards 
the Second Reading of this Bill. I am aware that 
non of you knew that this Bill will be coming up 
this morning. The contributions made by most of 
you show that we are making serious progre:;s. It 
shows that we are all working togethel· to 
demonstrate that we are all equal to the •'task; and 
facing the challenges, and I sincerely wish to thank 
you so much for your contributions. 

I wish that the Committee we refetTed this Bill 

Report so that as soon as we come back from the 
Christmas recess, we will be able to do justice to the 
last stage of the Bill. 

However, we have talked about Christmas 
'recess, t wish to remind you that if there is any need 
for us to reconvene even when we are on recess, we 
will always do that. After all, all of us are in Enugu 
here, apart from the Ambassadors who I am sure 
will not be leaving the country till January. So, at 
any point in time we call on you or require your 
services, you will answer the call. 

I equally wish to extend my happiness to the 
Clerk-at-Table and other supp01tive staff for their 
contributions. 

May God bless you . 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

Revitalization and Possible Privatization 
of all Public Parks in the State 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): May I please 
move the Motion standing in my name: That this 
honourable House do urge the State Ministry of 
Information and Tourism to Revitalize and possibly 
Privatize all the Public Parks in the State. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Atigwe): I have risen to 
second the Motion moved by the hon. Member for 
Oji River (Mr Obidinma). 

Mr J. Obidinma: Mr Speaker, the idea of 
establishing public parks in a state are numerous. 
Among them are: 

a) Provision of relaxation centers for the 

b) 

c) 

d) 

public especially children during 
holidays; 
Provision of micro-economic activities 
for firms in soft drink industries, and 
attists in show businesses . 
Generation of revenue to the state in 
the state in question through rents, 
levies and sales taxes. 

to, should try as much as possible 7to hand in their 

472 

Provision of good space for publ ic 
functions like rallies, lectures and 
preaching grounds for religious leaders, 
etc. 
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Mr Speaker, Sir, despite these gains our public 
parks are being allowed to be taken over by weeds. 
As a result of the over-grown nature of public parks 
in the State, men of the underworld have turned 
them into bunkers after attacking their victims e.g. 
Murtala Mohammed Park along New Market 
Enugu/Onitsha road. 

Mr Speaker, this is not the end of dangerous 
use(s) of our parks by men of the underworld. The 
bushy parks also provide them with cheap shops for 
sale of narcotic drugs like Indian Hemps. 

Mr Speaker, han Members, I will not forget to 
tell this honourable House that rapists exploit our . 
girls especially under-aged girls with little or no 
disturbances at these unkempt public parks. Men of 
the under world, rapists, artisans, petty traders and 
hawkers also litter human feaces at these parks. 
This issue of indiscriminate spreading of feaces 
could result to cholera if nothing is done quickly to 
stop the menace. 

Further, Harmattan is fast approaching and only 
God can tell what will happen if fire gets into any 
of these bushy parks. Let us remember that dry 
grasses are next to fuel in terms of combustion. 

Worse still, portions of these parks are being 
carved out and converted into personal ownership. 
A good example of this private encroachment is 
Housing Estate Abakpa Nike, and WTC park. 

It is a national fact, Mr Speaker, Sir, that Enugu 
State is known for beauty and cleanliness. A visitor 
to Enugu through New Market/Radio Nigeria may 
think otherwise as a result of the ugly situation · at 
Murtala park. 

From the little exposed situation at our public 
parks, Mr Speaker, Sir, one can easily conclude that 
their disadvantages are out-weighing the 
advantages of the parks in question. This ought not 
to be so, and should not be allowed by this 
honourable House to be so. 

In view of these obvious facts, Mr Speaker, this 
should be resolved by this honourable House as 
follows: · 

·•I 
•I 

PRAYERS: 
· . 1. That the Ministry of Information and 

Tourism should take immediate 
measures to stop encroachment into 
these parks. 

. 2. That these Public Parks be reactivated 
immediately and possibly privatize 
them to qualified private investors for 
effective and efficient use. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, you have 
ali heard it, and before I make progress, I received 
some amendments to this very Motion. One is from 
the hon. Member for Enugu East II (Mr C. Ugwu) 
and I read: · 

1. That ENSEPA should without delay 
clear and clean all the public parks, in 
the State. And in doing so, check 
encroachments. 

· 2. That these facts should be taken into 
account immediately in order to attract 
private investors who may like to make 
use of them and ensure the continuous 

.,1 maintenance of such paries. 
,Ill 

Having introduced the proposed amendment, 
wish that we formally move a Motion for this 
amendment proposal, and to be duly seconded. 
There are procedures even if we are not going to 
accept the amendments, we have to move a Motion. 
If we move the Motion and if the amendment form 
part of the Motion and if you say no, who am I to 
insist that it must be incorporated into the Motion 
before the House. 

Mr C. Ugwu: Mr Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues, 
I rise to move a Motion that these additional prayers 
sl).ould be incorporated into the prayers for the 
Motion. ' Thank you. '·· 

"· , I 

Mr D. Agbo (Enugu East I): Mr Speaker, Sir, 
han. Colleagues, I rise to second the Motion moved 
by the han. Member for Enugu East II (Mr Ugwu). 
Thank you. 

Question put and Negatived 

1 Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, there is 
still another amendment that was proposed by the 
han. Member for Igbo-Eze North 1 (Mr Onyeze) . 
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Well, I should read it. He is making a proposal to 
this Honourable House: 

(a) That part 3 of the Privatization and 
Commercialization Act 1988, No. 8 (5) 
part 3 of the Law is titled miscellaneous 
and is there with interpretation, it 
appraised Commerciali:::ation and 
Privatization as follows: 

Commercialization means · the 
reorganization of enterprise wholly or 
part ly owned by the Federal Government 
in which such Commercialized enterprise 
shall operate, as a profit making 
Commercial venture, and · without 
subvention from the Federal Government 
and Commercialization shall be assumed 
accord ingly. 

He went further to talk about 
privatization, he said that the privation is 
enrichment of part or of the equity, and 
other interest thereof, by the Federal 
Government or its agency, in enterprises, 
whether wholly or partly owned by the 
Federal Government and privatization 
shall be controlled. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I urge my hon. 
Colleagues to interpret vividly 
Commercialization and Privatization and 
delete Revitalization from the Motion and 
replace it with the word 
Commerciali::;ation. 

(b) The introduction of additional prayers in 
prayer 3: that the honourable House may 
urge the hon. Commissioner for 
Information and Tourism to pay more 
attention to Tourism matters in the State 
since the sector has suffered over the 
years. 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo-Eze I): Mr Speaker, · Sir. 
May I move that the proposed Motion as moved by 
the hon. Member fo r Oji River (Mr Obidinma) be 
amended so that the word privati::;ation will replace 
the word commercia!i:::ation and also for add itional 
prayer. I believe also that all of you have gotten the 
copies of the Act I distributed last time. 

Mr J. N. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): Mr 
Speaker, I second the Motion as moved by the hon. 
Member for Igbo-Eze North I (Mr Onye:::e), thank 
you. 

Question put and negatived. 

Prayer 2: Question put and negatived. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Members, I am not 
trying to persuade anybody, you have al l made your 
decision but I believe that the additional prayer 
which was thrown out by the House well there is no 
problem. (1nterntptions). 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Thank you , Mr 
Speaker. My own contribution to the Motion is that 
if you watch out the original intent of the Motion, 
you will 9:fi3cover that it is only trying to talk about 
diversification of ou r internally generated revenue. 
If you go to Polo Park, you will observe that during 
remarkable celebrations like Christmas, the !51 of 
October or Easter day e.t.c., you will see thousands 
of people there, having a relaxation. I believe also 
that the essence of this Motion is to add to the 
importance of utilization from outside. If you 
consider most of these facts wh ich I have mentioned 
in tenns of reactivation. Mr Speaker, you will see 
the benefits . We will be move equ ipped to have our 
own internally generated revenue . 

The tourism aspect of it is that one can go 
outside the country and go to those places to relax 
because I believe in the assertion of all works and 
no play makes Jack a dull boy. If you watch out the 
original intent of creation of these parks, you will 
find out that men will add colour to the consonant 
of man's life. To get man to a full fledged 
relaxation to get man more comfort. At the end of 
each day's job, you need to sit down to relax and 
discuss. 

For the politicians, if you watch out why we do 
parks at major streets you wi ll discovei· that there 
has been purely on the negative side of it. For 
instance, the Murtala Mohammed Park here in 
Enugu, nobody can go there from 6 p.m. Nobody is 
free to bypass that Park because of the activities of 
the men of the underworld. People now take that 
place, just as was mentioned in the Motion as their 
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n pride for sexual abuse and other unlawful 
zivities . 

So, Mr Speaker, this Motion is well intended. 
-ike now we are about to go for Christmas break, 
;here is need to have very comfortable parks for 
people to relax. It is this type of venture that the 
Parks were meant to serve, and many people will 
like to come even from other States with their 
families to relax there. There is no other project 
that attract income unlike other States. This will 
enhance the internally generated revenue of Enugu 
State which we are all clamoring for. The colonial 
masters, they carved out these parks and we should 
not allow them to die in our own times. 

Mr Speaker, l urge my hon. Colleagues to give 
this all-important Motion the due passage. Thank 
you. 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr Speaker, 
this is a very important Motion. The problem 
Nigeria has is no maintenance culture. If we have 
imbibed maintenance culture, I think most of the 
things that bring hardship to the people will be 
curtailed. What is happening at the Polo Park, in 
fact, when I think of Enugu State it troubles my 
mind, but when I see the performance of the State I 
was very impressed. You can remember, like the 
last speaker said, every hectic period like East or 
Christmas we usually go out for sight-seeing to 
keep ourselves happy. And now that Christmas is 
around the comer, there are some of us who may 
not be going horne for Christmas. I wonder where 
we should go for sightseeing ii1 order to see others. 
If these public parks are maintained and revitalized, 
I think that these will be places for us to go and at 
times we go in there to take photographs. Even 
Polo Park now is hosting people from Enugu State 
and even those not from Enugu State go there for 
sightseeing. 

So, I think it is very impol1ant that we pass this 
Motion on public parks to be revitali zed because 
these public parks are now almost toilets for people. 
For the benefit of the State, I think they should be 
clean, at least for the beauty of the city. 

Ministry of Culture and Tourism to take appropriate 
action on the issue. Th~nk you. 

Deputy Chief Whip (Mr Agbo): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I wish to comment on the seri ousness of this 
Motion. I therefore urge the Mover(s) of the 
Motion to bring up a Bill seeking for the 
establishment of Enugu State Open Spaces 
Commission charged with the responsibility of 
designing, development and management of Open 
Spaces in Enugu State. I strongly believe that the 
public parks will help in reducing the welfare 
problems of Enugu State as stated in this Motion. 
Thank you. 

Mr J .N. ,Anichukwu (Nkanu East): Mr 
Speaker, this (: Motion is good in everything . . 
especially on the economic aspect if the Motion is 
eventually pas·sed by this honourable House. The 
Motion is part of revenue. For instance, in Israel, 
sixty percent · of her national income comes from 
tourism. Even here in this country, in Bauchi State, 
the greater majority of their income comes from 
tourism. And in Enugu State reactivation and 
revitalization of public parks will give some 
economic advantages to our internally-generated 
revenue. f 

I have now remembered my early years of 1960s 
when the Ngwo Park, Uwani, Enugu was a source 
of attraction for anybody coming from suburb area. 
Many ·things mentioned here are economic 
advancement for' Enugu State. If this Motion is 
passed by this honourable House, it will be 
additional leather, that is, encouragement to the 
Ministry in charge, that is, culture and tourism to 
mov~, into action and once more play their own pal1 
in o~der to see that Enugu State is clean. It is 
essential to make sure that all these public parks are 
taken over by corporate bodies possibly to make 
sure that the State is very clean and one of the ways 
of doing it is by revitalization, reactivation and 
rehabilitation or reinvigoration of the economic 
sector of this State, so that by tomotTow when you 
think of going to Enugu you will feel comfortable, 
you will feel free, you will feel happy to see what 
will give you attraction. 

So, I am urging our Members to support this Mr Speaker, the revitalization of public parks 
Motion and I am asking the Commissioner, will even add to decentralization of the tourism 
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outfit in the State, so that you can eqmilly go to 
Ngwo Park, or Nike Hotel Resort park or Polo 
Park, and not compulsorily going to Polo ·Park 
wh ich is the only public park well known in Enugu 
State. Mr Speaker, I therefore urge my hon. 
Colleagues to support this very important Motion to 
enable the society which we are representing 
benefit from these public parks. Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. 

Mr F. E. Amu (Nsukka East) : Mr Speaker, Sir, 
the importance of Tourism attraction in Enugu State 
cannot be over-emphasized. Unfmiunately here in 
Enugu State the conditions of tourism is nothing to 
write home about. We went throughout the State at 
our Committee level and found out that all the 
tourist attractions in this State are almost dead. 
They are not working at all. We even met the 
Commissioner for tourism on this issue. We went 
to Polo Park and found out that almost eve1ything 
there, the Government-owned land, have been 
conve11ed into private business, that is, the land 
meant for Polo Park. 

If this Motion is passed, tourism will also be 
yielding dividend to benefit this State so that we 
can make tourism in this State a corporation of its 
own. So, Mr Speaker, I align myself completely 
with this Motion. If this honourable House can do 
everything possible to revitalize tourism potentials 
in this State, we shall be doing ourselves a lot of 
good. 

On this note, Mr Speaker, and in the absence of 
any other contribution, I move that the Question\ be 
put. Thank you. 

Mrs C. Ene (Udi South): Mr Speaker, Sir, I am 
in support of this Motion because parks are where 
people go out for relaxation during vacation. I am 
also in support of this Motion which suggests that 
those parks be revitalized and privatized to 
qualified private investors who will also provide all 
the necessary things needed for the effective and 
efficient management of the parks. If the parks are 
not privatized how can we ensure the security of the 
lives of those using the parks, but if it is privat ized, 
the person in charge will provide all the needed 
security at the parks. With this, Mr Speaker, I am 
moving that the Question be now put. 
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Question, That the Question be now put, put and 
agreed to. 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: 
1. That the Ministry of Information and 

Tourism should take measures 
immediately to stop encroachment into 
these parks . 

2. That these Public Parks be reactivated 
immediately and possibly privatized 
them to qualified private investors for 
effective and efficient use. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, I still 
want to appeal to you, if you know that you have 
not sent in your photograph, I think by tomorrow, 

· 19'h December, 2003, it will not be useful again . 
What we will do is to draw a circle and write your 
name in it. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr K. Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, Sir, I have 
ri sen to move that the House do now adjourn until 
10 a.m. on Monday 22"d December, 2003. Thank 
you. 

Deputy Leader (Mr P. Ani!nl'e): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I have risen to second the Motion as moved by 
the Leader. Thank you. 
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Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do now adjourn until 
10 a.m. on Monday, 22"d December, 2003. 

Adjourned accordingly at 1.40 p m. 

EMERGENCY SESSION 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, you are 
aware a that short while ago we had our sitting 
comfmiably and ended up beautifully, and 
adjourned the sitting to Monday 22"d day of 
December 2003, but following a development 
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which took place when we were in the Chamber, 
we decided to reconvene the House for what I may 
term or call emergency sess ion. 

I do not think that this emergency session will 
last more than three minutes. So, I call on the hon. 
Member for Awgu North (Mr Enebe) to give us 
detai ls of what happened when we were in the 
Chamber. 

Mr C. 0. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I have risen to present formally account of what 
happened outside the Chamber. Mr Speaker, while 
the House was sitting, 1 was outside when the 
Transition Committee Chairman for Nsukka West 
passed and entered the police security checkpoint. 
After few minutes she came out to me and said that 
the policemen did allow her to enter because she 
was wearing trousers. I then told her that even 
when I was the Speaker, that the security men here 
did not allow women on trousers to enter the 
House. 

At this point, she became unruly and said that 
· we are stupid and useless people; that she is a 
women act ivist; that it cannot happen in Enugu 
State. When I tried to calm her down she said that I 
was wast ing my time. There is nothing she did not 
say. So, I felt so bad that I decided to report this 
matter to fellow hon. Members when we came out 
of the Chamber. 

For a Transition Committee Chairman to call a 
distinguished House of this magnitude a useless 
House and stupid people simply because the 
security men said that she is on trousers and has to 
go out and dress properly is a serious matter. So, 
Mr Speaker, I believe that this matter has to be 
given a very serious attention because she insulted 
everybody in this House. 

I have people who were standing there, even 
your driver, Mr Speaker, was there and people 
gathered around her asking her what the House or I 
have done, are we security men. I asked her what 
was the problem and she said that she does not care, 
that she is a woman activist. So, Mr Speaker, for 
calling thi s House a useless and stupid House I 
believe she has a case to answer. 

Mr Speaker, based on this ugly development I 
move that this honourable House formally invites 
Miss Chinwe Ugwu, the Transition Chaitman, 
Nsukka West to the Floor of this House to explain 
herself properly, and to tell Members of this House 
what makes them stupid and useless. Thank you. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikl11e) : Mr Speaker, Sir, 1 
have risen to second that Motion as moved by the 
bon. Member for Awgu N011h (Mr Enebe). 

Mr Spea1{er: The bon. Deputy Leader may go 
on and make his contribution. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, 1 believe that 
culture is termed as people's mode of life . What 
people accept as their way of life include the mode 
of dressing the type of building, the way of talking 
and other aspects of human endeavour which 
connotes all these. So, it will be a great 
embatnssment that an ordinary Transition . 
Chaim1an made possible by this honourable House 
because that would not have been without the 
creation of Local Governments and it is that same 
law that empowered the State Chief Executive to 
employ Transition Chairmen to the Local 
Govemments. Such a person should not have 
demoted the House so low. 

It is a big mess. Last time we quarreled with 
some of the Commissioners because some of them 
were even heard in the beer parlour saying all sorts 
of things that this House is not living up to its 
worth. Now it has boiled down to a Transition 
Chaitman, a woman, ordinary Transition appointee 
now challenging the elected representatives, the 
other atm of Government whole and entire. 

Mr Speaker, 1 am saying that it is not just that 
she should be invited, she should rather be 
suspended and even eventually asked to leave the 
office. In doing that, Mr Speaker, let us now resolve 
to take our own proper position because I have 
never seen it done in any other place. If it is in Abia 
State, it will never happen; even in Anambra State 
here nobody can tty it. It is degrading, . calling us all 
sot1s of names. 

Mr Speaker, may I move that the woman be 
called on Monday not Tuesday. So, the Motion 
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should be presented on Monday. I know that we 
are a family, His Excellency is doing his best to 
accommodate most of these people. It is because of 
His Excellency's gender equality acceptability that 
allowed this, at least to put women as Transition 
Chai1man e.t.c., I think that a woman should be a 
mother, I do not know whether she is even married. 

An bon. Member: No! She is not. 

Deputy Leader: Well, she is not maiTied; so, if 
a Transition Chai1man is going to be appointed it is 
not even that she is not supposed to be a woman, 
she should be a maiTied, woman. Not either a 
divorcee or a run-away wife. So, Mr Speaker, when 
she comes here we are going to mete out adequate 
punishment. Thank you. 

Mr J. N. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, this honourable House has integrity 
and it must be protected. Those people who feel 
that because of our leniency they can do what they 
want to do, are going to be cautioned to know that 
we are hon. Members . As far as we have those who 
elected us, they are still bound to honour us. So, 
Mr Speaker, I still stand on the side that 'Miss 
Chinwe Ugwu appears on Monday. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe) .· Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I am in support of the Motion that the woman be 
invited. I am praying according to Section 36 of 
our Constitution that she should be heard before we 
determine her punishment, because when Adam 
and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden, God asked 
him what have you done, then Adam said Eve gave 
me the fruit and 1 ate. Then Eve was asked and she 
said the serpent deceived her. So, I am in support 
that the woman be invited according to Section 36 
of the Constitution. Thank you. ' 

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo-Uwani): Mr Speaker, Sir, 
hon. Colleagues, I want to add to what the Deputy 
Speaker (Mr Atigwe) has just said. The integrity of 
right hon. Member for A wgu North (Mr Enebe) is 
known by this Parliament as former Speaker of this 
honourable House, and presently hon. Member of 
this House. In fact, hearing from Transition 
Committee Chairman of Nsukka West (Miss 
Chinwe Ugwu;' will not stop this Parliament from 
taking a great measure. The hon. Member for 

Awgu North (Mr Enebe) had just told this great 
honourable House that the Transition Committee 
Chairman for Nsukka West (Miss C. Ugwu) was 
talking to him directly. Mr Speaker, Sir, we should 
not be a toothless bull-dog, this is great Parli ament 
of great State. Therefore, my opinion is that, Mr 
Speaker, Sir, this House should hold that, such 
Chairman should park her Official Car in front . . . 
(Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member for Uzo-Uwani 
(Mr Chigbo) should please excuse me. He is going 
out of the content of the Motion. The Motion is 
talking about summoning the Transition Committee 
Chaim1an for Nsukka West (Miss C. Ugwu). We are 
not talking about the punishment. The punishment 
should be until she comes on Monday, 22"d 
December, 2003. 

Honourable Colleagues, before I put the 
Question, I wish to state that inasmuch as we are 
going to allow the woman to express herself, 
because, our inviting her is part of democracy, that 
is, allowing her to come to the floor of the 
honourable House to defend herself. And I am 
assuring you that no amount of defence will stop 
this great House from getting to the root of this 
case, and we will try to put a stop to any future 
occurrence. I believe we use this woman as an 
example. 

In fact, I was even disappointed when I was told 
that she is not married. However, I am equally 
disappointed because, just like the hon. Member for 
Nkanu East (Mr Anichukwu) said, the way and 
manner most of us relate with these people is not 
welcome. But I believe that after handling this 
case, people will now be very careful. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this honourable House invites 
the Transition Committee Chairman Nsukka West 
(Miss Chinwe Ugwu) to this honourable House on 
Monday, 22"d December, 2003, at 10 a .m . 

Adjourned accordingly at 2.!5 p.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Monday, 22"d December, 2003 

(The House met at 10 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

I• 
.Iii 

1*:. 

... Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues our Votes 
and Proceedings No. 43 dated 18th December, 2003 
are before us. I have gone through them and to the 

_ best of my knowledge they are correct, however, I 
need your comments . 

Deputy Chief Whip (Mr Agbo): Mr Speaker, Sir, 
have equally gone through our Votes and 

Proceedings of our last sitting and found them to be 
accurate. I, therefore, move for their adoption. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II) : I have risen to 
second the Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of 18'h December, 2003 
uccordingly adopted. 

QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS 

Mr Speaker: The Transitional Committee 
Chai1man of Nsukka West Local Government,' Miss 
Chinwe Ug-.11u, has been invited as it appeared in the 
Order Paper. " 

Leader: (Mr K. Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, Sir, may I 
move a Motion that the Transitional Committee 
Chairman of Nsukka West Local Govemment, Miss 
Chinwe Ug-.11 u, be invited fo1mally to appear before 
the House. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): I have risen to 
Second the Motion moved by the Leader of the 
House. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Miss Chinwe Ugwu accordingly appeared before 
the House. 

Mr Ebcnyi : Mr Speaker, Sir, the Transitional 
Committee Chairman, Miss Chinwe Ugwu, is here 
before the House, I hereby move that the House 
resolves itself into a Committee of the Whole House 
and also that the Gallery be cleared. 

Mr E. Eze (Udenu): I hereby second the Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolves in the Committee 
of Whole House 

The Chairman: Honourable Colleagues, you will 
recall that during our last sitting, there was a problem 
and following that problem, the House convened an 
emergency sitting during which a decision was taken 
that the lady should appear before the House. In 
compliance with the directive of this honourable 
House, we are aware of what happened on Thursday 
last week. It was on that basis that she was invited to 
come and respond . She is here. So Miss Chinwe 
Ugwu, you came to visit us last week, why? 

We will like to know your name, your local 
government. You should start by introducing 
yourself to the Members. 

Mr Chinwe Ugwu (Transition Chairman Nsukka 
West): My name is hon. Chinwe Ugwu, Transition 
Chairman, Nsukka West Local Government. On 
Thursday, I was here to deliver invitation cards for 
the launching of my local govemment to the Speaker 
to distribute to the hon. Members of the House. On 
getting here that day, I met with the hon. Member for 
Awgu North (Mr Enebe) as I was entering. He called 
me and asked me what I have come to do . I told him 
that I have come to deliver incitation cards and to see 
the Speaker. 

He said: that is okay, but that the House was in a 
Special Session, and that in 30 minutes time, they will 
be through. 
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He requested to have his own invitation cards, 
which I gave him. I told him that I will be back in 30 
minutes time and I left. Thirty minutes later, I came 
back. On getting here, I also met him and he was 
answering a call. I met some other persons but he 
called me again and said: Are you back? I said Yes. 
He said that the House has not adjourned yet and that 
he was surprised that they have not finished, and that 
he was supposed to go somewhere with the Speaker. 
Then I said to him, let me go upstairs and wait and 
actually I did not know the Speaker's Office. He 
said, if you go in, ask for Emeka. He will help you 
distribute the cards. Then, I entered. On trying to 
come upstai rs, I met the Policemen who called me 
back and said that I could not go in . He said that I 
was weari ng trousers. 

I informed them that I came to deliver a message 
to the Speaker, and as a matter of fact, that I was 
coming from the Government House and that I am a 
Transition Committee Chairman and that I saw no 
reason I should not go in and deliver a message on 
trousers. That it does not sound well and right but 
they said that I could go, if I insisted, but that it is a 
Law. 

I then sa id, I will not go up if it is a Law. They 
then asked me to meet the guy I was talking to 
outside. I said, okay, and I went outside. As I came 
outside, I met the hon . Member for Awgu Notih (Mr 
Enebe) and complained to him that they stopped me 
from entering because I was wearing trousers . 
Though I was wearing a formal trouser, it is not as if 
I was wearing Jeans or a tight trousers or any other 
type. There should be difference in trousers. But he 
said to me that they were right, that no lady wore 
trousers inside. But l said to him, you saw me the 
first time and the second time wearing trousers and 
you did not tell me not to wear trousers. He then told 
me to go and change my dress. That, as a matter of 
fact, he was a former Speaker and that the Law was 
there before he was the Speaker. As he was 
speaking, one other guy said, Madam, trouser is 
trouser. Whether it is a big or small one. 

I then turned round to the guy and asked him 
what was his own concern there. Because I am a 
fem inine gender should not be an opportunity for 
insu lt, as I was not looking irresponsible. At that 

time, I decided to enter my car to leave. Though the 
hon. Member for Awgu North (Mr Enebe) and his 
friend were asking me to come back. But I said I was 
not coming back that I will find a way of sending the 
cards to the Speaker. I entered my car and left. That 
was just what happened on that day. Rest my case, 
Mr Chaitman. 

The Chairman: Well, I think we have all heard 
her. In my own mind, our purpose of asking her to 
come here today is not necessarily on the issue of 
wearing trousers. It is about the issue of insulting the 
House Members outside. The issue of trouser is 
secondary. The primary purpose of asking you to 
come today is based on the fact that you were rude to -
the honourable Members by insulti ng the House. So 
that is why we asked you to come. 

We have listened to you and there is no time you 
mentioned the House during your encounter outside. 

Miss Chinwe Ugwu: I do not remember 
mentioning the House. 

The Chairman: Okay! 

Leader (Mr Ebenyi): Thank you, Mr Chaitman. 
Honourable Colleagues, having listened to the 
Transition Chaitman, Nsukka West (Miss UgJvu) ma:t 
I now move that she takes a bow and leave the House. 

, Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): I thank you, Mr 
Chairman, I rise to second the Motion. -

Miss Chinwe Ugwu: !-!on. Chairman, I want to 
say something. I want to use this opportunity to 
apologise to the House because having come here, it 
was not my intention to insult the House either 
knowingly or unknowingly. I am very sorry for that 
and again I want to apologise to the hon. Member for 
Awgu North (Mr Enebe). He was actually trying to 

,. help me but I got angry in the process . I am sotTy. 
Again, I want to use this opportunity to invite the 
House to the launching of my local government. It is 
coming up on the 30th of December 2003. 

The hon . Member for Awgu North (Mr Enebe) 
should please accept my apology. I am very sorry. 
Thank you, Mr Chaitman. 
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Question put and agreed to. 
II• 
1~1 

1Ji 

I 
I 

Honourable Miss Ugwu accordingly took bow 
and left the chamber. 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair) 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, you have 
all heard from Miss Chinwe Ugwu. First of all I like 
to hear your comments before my decision. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Thank you, Mr 
Speaker, I should like to apologise on behalf of the 
Chairperson of Nsukka West Local Government 

~ Area. She is a person I know very well. She is from 
my Constituency, I know her as a loyalist, as a 
devoted Civil Servant and as a hard working person. 
Mr Speaker, I should like to state that what must have 
prompted her reaction must be annoyance because 
she did not achieve her aim of coming to the House 
that day. On this note, Mr Speaker, I urge each and 
everyone of us to bury our hatchets on this matter. 
Thank you . 

Mr A. Nnadi (Igbo-Etiti West): Mr Speaker, Sir, 
my hon. Colleagues, actually, I will just make a 
comment. The hon. Member for Nsukka West (Mr 
Onah) has agreed to have known this lady and 

_appealed that she be forgiven. I do not know her, if 
she just explained to this House and she is forgiven, I 

~will equally forgive her and forget about the issue. 
~Let us now forgive her. Thank you. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. I humbly move that the apology as tendered 
by the Chairperson of Nsukka West 'Local 
Government Area be accordingly accepted. Thank 
you. 

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East): Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. I have risen to second that Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Apology as tendered by the Chairperson of 
Nsukka West Local Government Area, Miss Chinwe 
Ugwu accordingly accepted. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Presentation of 2004 Budget 

Mr Speaker: His Excellency the Governor of 
Enugu State will be presenting the 2004 Budget 
Estimates tomorrow by I 0 a.m. prompt. Please, no 
matter what you are doing, endeavour to be here. At 
9.30 a.m. all of us should assemble at the Chamber, 
please. Thank you. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr K. Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, I hereby 
move that the House do now adjourn till 10 a.m., 
Tuesday, the 23'd December, 2003. 

Mr E. Odoh (lgbo-Etiti East): Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
rise to second the Motion for adjournment and in 
doing so, I want to use this opportunity to urge the 
Pressmen to be mindful of how they represent the 
hon. Members with their Constituencies. I was 
wrongly represented last time. I come from Igbo-Etiti 
East Constituency. So, I urge the hon. House to give 
t~em a plan to that direction. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the honourable House do now 
adjourn till Tuesday, 23 rd December, 2003 at I 0 a.m. 
prompt. 

Adjourned accordingly at 2.58 p.m. 
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I ! ~·: ''I I 1)1 
I ,I~ : I I I·. 
ill . ' , HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA '1;, 

Tuesday, 23'"d December, 2003 

(The House met at IO a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND . '·l 
PROCEEDINGS 

. 

,, 

,; 
II ,. 
'!I 

Mr Speaker: Honourable ,Colleaguesd our Votes 
and Proceedings No. 44 dated Monday, 22n December, 
2003 are before us, I have gone through them and 
found them to be correct. However, I need your 
comments. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr Speaker, in the 
due respect, I have equally gone through the Votes and 
Proceedings of our last sitting and found them to be 
cmTect, I therefore move for the adoption. ' 

,, 

Mr C. C: Ugwu (Enugu East II): Mr Speaker, )1onJ 
Colleagues, I have risen to second the Motion as 
moved by my hon. Colleague. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of 22"d December, 2003 
accordingly adopted. 

PRESENTATION OF YEAR 2004 ENUGU 
STATE DRAFT BUDGET ESTIMATES TO THE 
HOUSE BY HIS EXCELLENCY, ;: DR 
CHIMAROKE OGBONNIA NNAMANI, THE 
GOVERNOR OF ENUGU STATE ::: . 

Leader (Mr K. S. Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, I hereby 
move that the Mace be . lowered to allow His 
Excellency, Dr Chimaroke Ogbonnia Nnamani, the 
Executive Governor of Enugu State present the year 
2004 Draft Budget Estimates to this honourable House. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anilnve): Mr Speaker, I have 
risen to second the Motion as moved by the ,hon. 
Leader of this hon. House. ~·· i ' 

Question put and agreed to. 

YEAR 2004 BUDGET SPEECH OF ENUGU STATE 
PRESENTED TO THE ENUGU STATE HOUSE OF 
ASSEMBLY BY HIS EXCELLENCY CHIMAROKE 
NNAMANI MD, FACOG, D.Sc (Honoris (Cussa), 
Adjunct Prof (Political Science) GOVERNOR OF 
ENUGU STATE ON 231w DECEMBER, 2003 

Mr Speaker, Sir, 
Han. Deputy Speaker, 
Honourable Members of the State Assembly, 
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Gef!tlemen of the Press. 

About this time last year, when I stood before you, in 
this hallowed Chambers of the Enugu State House of 
Assembly, I recall with vivid memory how proud I 
was, discussing the ultimate possibilities of 
democracy and what in our experience of three years, 
it has come to represent for ow· people. 

Here, a special mention will always be made of the 
han. Members of the House who stoutly stood by the 
executive branch in its efforts at improving the life of 
the people of Enugu State. 

I 

Indeed, the year 2003 was one that started with a 
combination of high expectation and seasonal 
apprehension. Expectation, because the three-year 
experience had proven to be most rewarding as 
diffuse development was achieved. Apprehension 
because citi:;ens were induced with palpable dread of 
the approaching general elections, for which thunder 
and hell were threatened in the exchange of 
politicians. 

As we can see today, the days of apprehension have 
given way to these days of new hope. New hope 
manifesting in better understanding, better 
knowledge of the political and economic 
environment, new hope defining new and better 
direction. New hope because we have all been 
elected by our different constituencies to undertake, 
on their behalf the development efforts at elevating 
their quest for a better socio-economic condition 

Indeed, for the proper integration of the social 
environment, we have come to live with the fact that 
the days were gone when situations of personal lack 
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and degrading poverty were perceived as individual 
tragedies. We have now come to appreciate the depth 
of the impact of wholesale poverty especially in 
situations of FEW RiCH AGAINST MANY POOR. 
This is the source of our current call for greater 
awareness in the state of deprivation and lack among 
our people. Put the other way, it is our call to a 
conscientious approach to poverty reduction through 
effective strategy and collective approach by all arms 
of the government. 

Remember, I did say during my last year's budget 
address that as a matter of policy and personal 
preference, response to challenges of economic . 
imbalance must therefore include conscious efforts at 
spreading the resources of State in ways that would 
ensure the stirring of factors of economic and social 
regeneration across the broad spectrum of the 
environment. You can agree with me that this ' 
statement is still relevant in view of our efforts at , 
providing democracy dividends to the good people of 
Enugu State. 

Against this backdrop, then; Mr Speaker, Sir, do permit 
me to present before this honourable House the YEAR 
2004 DRAFT BUDGET which, in consonance with our 

In the year 2003, the State Government implemented 
a total budget of NI9,927,344,580 (Nineteen Billion, 
nine hundred and /:Hienty seven million, three 
hundred and forty four thousand, five hundred and 
eighty naira) made up of a recurrent expenditure of 
N,I0,462,318,200 (Ten Billion, four hundred and 
sixty-two million, three hundred and eighteen 

· thousand and two hundred Naira) and a Capital vote 
;f N9,503,026,000 (Nine billion, five hundred and 
three million and twenty-six thousand Naira). 

AGRiCULTURE: 
Our targeted achievement of food security and 
adequate processing of grains were pursued 
vigorously. Work on the modern Rice Mill Complex 
at Adani received continued attention. The Enugu 
State Agricultural Development Programme 
(ENADEP) established demonstration farms at 
Amagunze, Nenwe and Adani to promote modern 
farming practices and produce improved seeds 
seedling and Cassava cuttings. In addition ENADEP 
carried out extensive extension services to educate 
farmers on new trends of farming and in line with the 
now dominant scientific methods of the enterprise. 

COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY: 
avowed interest in poverty reduction has been . Market development was pursued during the year 
christened "the BUDGET OF INTEGRATION". under review. The New Heaven Shopping Centre is 

already nearing completion. It is a thing of joy to 
REVIEW OF YEAR 2003 BUDGET recall that the State Government worked tirelessly in 
Mr Speaker, Sir, you will recall that on 22"" JanuGiy facilitating the completion and Commissioning of the 
this year, in the hallowed Chambers of this House, I ; 1,ma 

1
Green Field Brewery (Nigeria Breweries Pic) 

presented, for the 2003, a draft budget, othenvise , Amaeke-Ngwo. The Brewery, which was ranked the 
named "the Budget of Re-imigoration and · biggest of its kind outside Europe, has started 
Sustainabi!ity". This budget as titled was geared offering job opportunities to qualified job seekers in 
towards re-invigorating the economy through sen,ices the State. 
that would motivate all sectors to actualize and be 

f 

more meaningful partakers in the socioeconomic and 
political enterprises of our great State. 

in this regard, efforts were geared at sustaining the 
tempo of infrastructural development through road, 
constructions and rehabilitation, improved health care ,

1 
facilities, renovation of schools and provision of< 
portable water and electricity to various communities. 
Our effort this fiscal year will be basically on activities 
that wi!! reduce poverty as such would promote 
economic we!! being of the people of Enugu State. 

A number of Government ailing industries were 
rehabilitated and made functional. The Sunrise 
Flour Mill is now fully operational, while the Hotel ~ 
Presidential has regained its position as one of the 
best hospitality institutions East of the Niger. 
I !Ill 

RUIJitELECTRJFICATION: 
· Strengthened by our understanding that proper 
electrification of rural as well as urban communities 
would naturally stimulate development of Small and 
Medium Scale enterprises, government invested 
hugely on this sector: Work on the electrification of 
Amagunze, Ndiuno, Uwani, Akpugo and Oruku was 
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completed The State Government assisted NEPA in 
the restoration of the vandali:::.ed 33KVA electricity 
supply line to most parts of the State. The Umuonwe 
rural electrification projects were rehabilitated An 
Electric panel was installed for the Enugu State 
Broadcasting Service (ESBS), within the period under 
review. And electricity was extended to Ibeagwa Nike 
and Nchatancha Communities in Enugu East Local 
Governme111 Areas. 

LAND TRANSPORT 
We are not relenting on our effort to have a ring road 
network in Enugu State. To that effect, Government 
embarked on Construction and rehabilitation of the 
following roads: 

Oji- A chi- Agwu Road 
Ugwogo Nike- Neke- Ikem - Ehamufu Road 
Nenwe - Oduma Road 
Ndeabo - Mpu- Okpanku Road 

Also work reached advanced stage on the Ebano 
Bypass at 9'11 Mile Corner and the Air Force Base -
Nike Lake Bypass, which will provide easy and direct 
link between the airport and heart of the Enugu city. 
Reasonable progress has also been made on the 
following roads: 

Aguobu Owa- Iwollo - Umulokpa Road 
Agbani- Ugbawka - Nara- Nkerefi Road 
Elle Modern Farm Road, e.t.c 

It has always been a policy of this administration to 
consolidate the vigour of our urban population by 
facilitating the movement of our people within and 
outside the cities. To that effect, our efforts at giving a 
new and better look to our urban roads never relented 
So, rehabilitation work commenced on the following 
roads. 

Agbani Road by Meniru 
OguiRoad 
Okpara Avenue 
Access and Circle roads by the Okpara 
Square 
Robinson Street 
College Road 
0 'Connor Street 
A nnang Street, etc. 
Many closed drains and culverts were opened 
in Enugu Urban 

EDUCATION: 
Government invested huge sums of money in 
rehabilitating and equipping Primary and Secondary 
Schools to raise the standard of education in the 
State. Dilapidated primary Schools were 
rehabilitated and our pupils were saved the agony of 
sitting on the floor by providing them with standard 
writing desks. 

Vast construction work commenced in earnest at the 
ESUT permanent site. 

To further our interest in fuller educational 
equipment, construction of School District Centres at 
Nsukka. Agbani and Awgu has progressed rapidly 
during the period under review. Arrangement has 
been completed to recruit more teachers for our 
Secondmy Schools. Interviews have been conducted 
and the recruitment. exercise will soon commence. 

HEALTH: 
The year under review witnessed great achievements 
in the health sector. Renovated Health Centres were 
equipped and supplied with drugs. Immuni:::.ation 
against the Six Child Killer diseases were intensified 
with the assistance of UNICEF Renovation work on 
the Six Government General Hospitals was 
completed The Park Lane Hospital received a face 
lift. Insecticide treated nets were purchased and 
distributed to primmy health institutions as a 
strategy to roll back Malaria. 

The Enugu State AIDS co-ordinating Agency was 
reorgani:::.ed and well equipped to mount a serious 
campaign against the rapid spread of HIVIAIDS 

INFORMATION 
As I always said, the true values of democracy can 
only be reali:::.ed in fuller cultivation of the culture of 
knowledge. broad viewpoint, alternative arguments 
and wide circulation of information Indeed, we still 
hold the belief that without information. the gains of 
democracy would not have been sung and know-how 
would have been hampered To play our part in 
extending the frontiers of democracy, we have left no 
stone unturned in our effort to keep the ESBS Radio 
and Television in perfect operational conditions. The 
rehabilitation work on the Television mast at Hilltop, 
Ngwo, was completed vl'ilhin the year under review. 
Some faulty components in the ESBS 10 ~ilowau FM · 
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Transmitter were replaced Electric panel was installed 
to ensure steady supply of electricity. 

WATER SUPPLl': 
Water supply remained a priority of this 
Administration We strove hard to bring about notable 
improvemenl in bolh Urban and rural Water Supply. 
To this end. refurbishmenl of surge Chamber, valves 
and generating sels were carried oul at Ajali Water 
Works so as to improve water supply 10 Enugu 
Melropolis. Some rustic pipe as well as C.C. pipes 
1vere replaced 1vith ductile iron pipes for more effective 
distribution of waler in Enugu. About I km length of 
pipe was laid in Nsukka Municipality to increase the 
efficiency of water supply in the urban town 

In the area of rural water supply, Awhum, Ob inagu, 
Umulumgbe and Agbani Water Schemes were 
rehab ifiled. with modern submersible pumps and 
requisite energisation. A /so, reservoirs were 
construc!ed In the Communilies. 

ENVIRON!v!ENTAL SANITATION 
The newly imroduced house-/a-house collection of 
refuse has slarled y ielding good resul!s. The standard 
of cleanliness of our urban cities has improved Local 
Government s!afl and market union members rece ived 
!raining on hOl l' /o manage markel wasles, while 
households are being lutored on beller handling of 
domestic wastes in the neighbourhood A new Min istry 
of Environment and Solid Mineral was established to 
co-ordinate environmen!al policies and programme of 
Enugu Stale. Jtflork on the sand-field project al 
Ugwuaji has reached advanced slage, while the 
UNICEF assisted wafer and Environmental Sanitalion 
programme WES constructed Ventilated Improved Pit 
(VIP) latrines in Schools and market squares in some 
rural communities. 

HOUSING. 
Governmenl has opened up new areas for housing 10 

alleviate acule accommodalion problems in our urban 
cilies. The Enugu Zoological Garden was relocated to 
a suitable habitant for animals. The space created by 
!he relocalion was parceled oul for residential 
structure. The I 30 bungalow structures developing at 
!he Golf Es!ate are almost se1 for occupation, while 
low income-Harmony Estate project is moving at an 
impressive speed. 

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 
Some sound so--ides were achieved in developmenl of 
infrastructural facili ties for administralion 
Construclion work on the Stale Liaison Office at 
A/)uja moved at an accelera!ed pace. Major 
dilapidated Government (colonial type) buildings 
such as the Ministry of Information 1-/eadquarlers 
building, Cabinet Office building, Ahuja (SSG 's 
office complex) building and some Government 
Quarters received aface-lifi. 

Official vehicles were provided for Permanenl 
Secre/aries to facililale !heir du!ies. Some new utility 
vehicles were also purchased 

LEG ISLA TU RE-
The Enugu Stale House of Assembly was refurbished 
and equipped to prove suitable environment for 
legislative duties. 

PUBLIC SERVICE 
S9 far this year, on recurrent side of the Budget, we 
have achieved a landmark growth through the 
improvement of workers' welfare. We successjidly 
maintained a vety cordial relationship with labour 
through consultations and dialogue. These, we have 
dbne to the praise-worthy conduct of labour officials 
a11d government personnel, to forestall industrial 
cl·isis. 

I! is indeed praiseworthy that the labour in Enugu 
has always seen to the need lo pursue dialogue and 
d.ebate rather than chanting war-song all the time. I 
11iish to use this opportunity to thank the workers of 
Enugu Stale for this show of maturity in lhe face of 
dcute economic hardship, which though is not 
peculiar to our Stale. On our part, we will conlinue 

~ 

to seek the best from labour andfor the benefit of our 
S:tate. We will continue to ensure thai workers are 
promoted, as and when due. Our earlier promise in 
this respect has been made more potent by the fact -
that there are no promotions pending in the Stale 
civil service today. We hope that the results of the 
2003 promo/ion interviews, which have just been • 
concluded will be released early for the people to 
e'njoy their benefits in due course. This includes 
promotion of teachers and allied staff' of Post 
Primary School Management Board (PPSMB). 
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Pensions and Gratuities: Payment of retiring benefits I Total I 22,298,829,600 I 100 I 
to retired civil servants has continued to receive the 
allen/ion of government. Strong efforts were made, this 
fiscal year, to liquidate the arrears of pensions and 
gratuities, bur we have currently been hampered by 
shortage of jimds. However, we are no/ relenting, as it 
remains an intention of !his administration to continue 
to support our elders who gave their time and energy 
in service of our State and cannot be abandoned now. 

Mr Speaker, hon. Members of the House, !he year 2003 
was quite eventful as it witnessed the general elections, 
which led to the consolidalion of our gains in 
democratic governance. It equally witnessed the birth 
of more local governments in the Stale !hereby 
bringing government closer to the people through 
participat01y democracy. Many aulonomous 
communities, which were created last year, were given 
proper traditional political line-up system through the 
recognition of tradilional rulers of the new 
communities. 

It is my hope, Mr Speaker that these g iant strides we 
have undertaken in reposilioning this State will 
enhance socio-economic and political environment. 
and so the coming fiscal year will witness a 
tremendous improvemenl in the quality of life of our 
people. This is assured by our general expectationfor 
an improved revenue. genera/ion from these multi
lateral secrors of the economy. 

THE YEAR 2004 BUDGET 
Mr Speaker, Sir, hon. Members of the House of 
Assembly, distinguished ladies and gentlemen, I count 
myself' specially honoured ro present to you the year 
2004 Budget, the fijih in the series, since lhe 
commencement ol our current democratic journey. 

This is christened the 'Budget of Integration.' It has a 
budget si::e of Twenty Two Billion, Two Hundred and 
Ninety Eight /vfillion, Eight Hundred and Twenty-nine 
Thousand, Six Hundred Naira (N22,298,829,600) . 

li?IS IS maae up OJ 111e JOttowmg componems: -
Expenditure 2004 Budget Percentage 
type 
Recurrent 12,410,829,600 55.60 I 

expenditure 
Capital 9,888,000,000 44,40 
expenditure 

2004 Budget estimate has as its cardinal objective, 
the reduction of poverty in the sociely through 
aggressive economic development, and the 
empowerment of the individuals to grow 
economically and socially, through inji-astructural 
deve I opment. 

RECURRENT REVENUE 
The State Governmenl is expected to generate total 
recurrent revenue of Fourteen Billion, Two Hundred 
and Fifiy:four Million, Fifty-five Thousand, Eight 
Hundred and Fifty Naira (N 14,254, 055,850) this 
fiscal year 

These will come from the following sources. 
i) lnlernally Generated Revenue (IGR) 

N1,946,012,400. 13.65% 
ii) State Share of Federal Revenue 

N I 0,744, 254,270. . .. 75.38% 
iii) Value Added Tax (VAT) Nl,563,789, 180 

10.97% 

RECURRENT EXPENDITURE 
The expected total recurrent expenditure is twelve 
billion, four hundred and ten million, eight hundred 
and twenty-nine thousand, six hundred Naira. 
(N/2,410,829,600) This represents 87 OJ % of the 
expected revenue for 2004 financial year. 

The sum of One Billion, Eight Hundred and Fifty
three /vfillion, Two Hundred and Twenty-six 
Thousand, Two Hundred and Fifty Naira 
(N I ,853,226.250) is transferred .from surplus 
recurrent revenue to capital development jimd to help 
in financing capital projects. 

The major components of the recurrent expenditure 
are as follows 

RECURRENT EXPENDITURE 
I. Personnel Cos/s 

N7.739.821,360 54% 
2. Overhead Costs (including subvention to 

parastatals 3,421,008,240 23% 
3. Consolidated Revenue fund charges 

1,250.000.000 876% 
Total Recurrent Expenditure 
12,410,829,600 8701% 

486 



983 
Enugu Slale House of Assembly Debates 

2 3 December, 2003 984 

4. Recurrent Surplus 7iDnsferred 10 Capital 
Developmenl Fund (CDF) 1,853,226,250 
12.99% 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE 
The Tala/ Budgeled Capital Expendirure for rhe year 
2004 is Nine Billion, Eight hundred and Eighty eight 
Million Naira (N9,888, 000,000). The Sectoral 
allocarion is as follows 

a) Economic Sector N3,561,250. 36.02% 
b) Social Services N2,286,500. 23.12% 
c) Environmental and Regional 

Development N2. 409,000. 24.36% 
d) Adminisrrarion N l ,631,250. 16.50% 

Tara/ N9,888,000. 100% 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR 2004 BUDGET 

ECONOMIC SECTOR. 
The Sector is made up of Agricu/11/re, Manufacturing 
(Commerce and Industry) Science and Technology, 
Land Transporl, Finance and Rural Electrification 
Sub-secrors, and received an allocation of three billion, 
jive hundred and sixty one million, two hundred and 
fifty thousand naira (N3,561,250,000) which represents 
36% of rhe roral Capiro/ Expenditure. The details are 
as follows: 

AGRiCULTURE.· 
This sub-secror receives an allocation of N2 I 6,250 
million. The Stale Government will continue to 
emphasi::e the development of rhe agricultural sector, 
in recognition of the fact that majority of our people 
live in rhe rural areas wilh agriculture as their main 
source of livelihood To make good progress in this 
direction, the Community Modern Farms at Adani, 
Akpugoe::e. Obeagu and Agu Ukehe will be deve loped 
with the sum of N l6 million in this currenr year. Also 
rhe Rice Mills at Adani, Ugbawka and Oduma will 
receive an allocation of N I 2 million for their 
developmenr. 

The sum of N40 million will be used to purchase more 
rractors and repair/maintenance of farming equipment. 
Also the Enugu State Agricultural Development 
Programme (ENADEP) is currently allocated the sum 
of N50 million for its opera/ions within the year. it is 
expected that this vital agency of government will pay 
particular al/ention to subsistence farmers who 
actually form the greater number of our rural 

population and whose well-being we must 
collectively pursue without relenting We expect that 
reasonable extension services will be made available 
to such rural farmers who are in dire need of our 
aflention. 

MANUFACTURiNG AND CRAFTS 
The sum of N I 50 million will be spent on this sub
sector within the fiscal year. The development of 
industrial estates, layouts and proper classifications 
of strategic junction towns at Nsukka, Udi, Oji-River, <· 

Udenu and Nkanu West Local Government Areas will 
be pursued more rigorously in the fiscal year. Also 
ailing government companies will be reactivated with 
a view to privati::ing or commerciali::ing them for 
better efficiency. The sum of N2 I million will be used 
for this programme. 

Government will continue to provide the enabling 
environment for the development of the Enugu 
international Market while more effort will be made 
towards the establishment of the Enugu Cement 
Company. in addition, serious efforrs will be made to 
provide the infrastructure to enhance the operations 
of the Multi-Billion Naira AMA Breweries at 9111 Mile 
Corner, Enugu. 

SCiENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
The Government reali::es the role of Science and 
Technology in the economic development and poverty 
reduction. in fact, the new frontiers of knowledge as 
charted in time by this department of governme/11 will 
be ji1lly explored The sum of N33 million has been 
set aside for strategic pilot fru it juice factories, which 
will be established and advanced in the fiscal year. 
Also arrangements are in top gear to establish two 
Pilot Fruit and Vegetable Preservation Plants in the 
State. The State will continue to encourage efforts at 
developing suitable coal briquette formulations to 
enhance the utilization of the abundant Coal supply 
in the State. 

RURAL ELECTRJFICATJON 
Rural electrification is a crucial component of the 
State Government's Poverty Reduction programme. 
This sub-sector will receive the sum of one billion 
Naira (Ni,OOO,OOO,OOO) in the year 2004. This 
represents iO. I i % of the Capital Budget. Extension 
of electricity and upgrading of sub-stations will be 
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carried out with the sum of one hundred and twenty 
five million Naira (N 125,000, 000). 

In the same vein, the Enugu Stale Rural Electrification 
Project, Phase Ill, will rece ive an allocation of t\11o 
hundred and fifty million Naira (N250, 000, 000) while 
the sum of N 130 million will be spent for the 
procurement of transformers for rural communities. 
Electricity will be extended 10 A/or-uno, NYSC camp at 
Awgu, Amojia (Nara), Ngwo Asaa, Agu Orba and 
Lejja. The re will be rehabilitation/reactivation of 
ITCITDN NeMorks throughout the State. 

FINANCE 
This sector will receive an allocation of N60 million for 
the year 2004 fiscal year. This sum will be used for !he 
building of new sub-treasurers and renovation of 
exisling ones. A /so the sum of t1venty million Naira 
(N20, 000, 000) is appropriated for the acquisition of 
privati::ation allocation to Enugu State in the 
privati::ation of Federal Government owned 
companies. This is in a bid to enable the Stale to be 
actively involved in the privati::ation programme of the 
Federal Government. re/atedly, the sum of N 10 
million is set aside for granting of revolving loans for 
purchase of shares by public servants. Also the Stale 
Government will send the sum of ten million Naira 
(N I 0, 000, 000) for the purchase of Rights Issue. Efforts 
will be made to enhance the operation of the Board of 
Internal Revenue to enable it generate more revenues 
for the Stale. 

TRANSPORT 
The State Government is commilted to the provision 
and maintenance of roads as a major stimulant for 
development. A /ready we all know that our dear State 
has set an enviable pace in road development and 
provision of dividends of democracy throughout the 
country. In our newly honed programme for poverty 
reduction, minor roads and walk:H'ays, which will serve 
as easy access for the advancement of the cause of the 
common man will be paid special attention. To achieve 
this aim, this will rece ive an allocation of Mo billion 
Naira (N2, 000, 000, 000), which is the highest of sub
sectoral allocation in the year 2004 capital Budget. Of 
this amount, the sum of N I 00 million will be sent on 
the 9'1' Mile-Aguobu-Owa-Umumba Road While the 
Ebano 9'" Mile Bye-pass Road is allocated the sum of 
n200 million. Ameke NgH'o-Eke-Ebe-Egede-Affa
A kpa/(l·l'ume-N::e-A ku Road: Oji-River-A chi-Awgu 

Road and Nenwe -Oduma-Ndeabor-nkpu-Okpanku 
Road and Air Force-Nike Bye-pass, Obuofia 
Extent ion Road will receive the sum of N 150 million 
and N I 00 million respectively. Uf51¥0go Nike-Opi
Agu-Mbu-Neke-Ehamufu Road will be allocated the 
sum of N250 million while Enugu and Nsukka urban 
Roads will receive a sum total of one hundred and 
fifty million Na ira (N I 50,000, 000). In undertaking 
these projects, the government is not in any way 
ignoring rural roads, actually, provisions are made 
to take adequate care of the rural roads in the State. 

SOCIAL SERVICES 
This sector receives the sum of two billion, Mo 
hundred and eighty six million Naira 
(N2, 286.000, 000), distributed as foiiO\vs. 

EDUCATION 
Education continues to be a top priority of the Stale 
Government. the sum of NJ . I04 billion is allocated 
to !he Education sub-sector. Of this N45 million will 
be spent on the rehabilitation and establishment of 
primary schools while n I 00 million will be for the 
Enugu State Schools District Centres. The sum of 
N 100 million Naira will be spent on he Stale School 
Meal project while N I 08 million is set-aside for the 
Universal Basic Education (UBE) Programme in the 
State. The sum of Nl68.200 will be spent on the 
various projects of the State primary Education 
Board (SPEB). 

The Institute of 1\1/anagement and Technology (IMT) 
Enugu and the Enugu State Un iversity of Science and 
Technology (ESUT) will be allocated the sums of 
NI50 million and 355.274 million, respectively. 

HEALTH 
The health sub-sector will receive n972. 8 million. 
Within this figure, the sum of N 100 million will be 
used for he upgrading of Park Lane General hospital 
Enugu inlo a Specialist Hospital. The Stale 
Government will intensify its campaign against 
HJVIA IDS and consequently public enlightenment 
campaigns will be carried out within the year. The 
sum of N60 million will be used for the AiDS Control 
Programme. Health system Development Project 11 
(HSDP II) will take off in full force within the year 
and the sum of N502 million has been set aside for 
the implementation of the programme in the 2004 
Fiscal year. N I 0 million will be spent on the 
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rehabilitation and equipment of the State Medical Store 
Enugu while the sum of N50 will be used for the 
rehabilitation and equipment of the State General 
Hospitals. 

The Enugu State Emergency and Accidents Ambulance 
Services (ESEAS) will take off fully in 2004 with the 
allocation of N28 million. The expansion of the ESUT 
College of Medicine will be intensified within the year, 
as the sum of one hundred and thirty four million Naira 
(N i 34,000, 000) is committed to the achievement of this 
course. The school of Nursing, Enugu and School of 
Midwifery Awgu will also receive attention within the 
year. 

INFORMATION 
The sum of N 129,500 million is allocated to this sub
sector. The Government appreciates the role of the 
mass media in a democratic environment. To 
effectively see to the proper dissemination of 
information, the sum of N50 million will be spent on 
the ESBS TV and ESBS AMIFM Radio, respectively. 
The government Printing Press will be moderni=ed 
while there will be increased funding of the Enugu 
State Printing and publishing Corporation, publishers 
of the Daily Star newspapers. 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION I SOLID 
MINERAL DEVELOPMENT 
In recognition of the need for a clean environment 
and optimal utili=ation of our solid minerals, the 
State Government has set aside the sum of N20 
million for Flood Erosion and Drainage 
improvement, while N i 5 million is allocated to Waste 
Management and Pollution Control. The sum of 
N522 million is proposed for the establishment of 
Environmental Management neighbourhood offices 
in designated areas of the State. There will be a 
development of Sanitary Land fill and Was te 
Recycling site at Ugwuaji. A /so there will be an 
increased effort towards Solid Minerals and Swface 
and Underground Water Development. The sum of 
N24 million will be spent on UNiCEF-Assisted Water 
and Environmental Sanitation (WES) Project. 

HOUSiNG 
The Government is very much determined to provide 
affordable housing accommodation for the urban 
dwellers. In this regard, the Enugu Zoological 
Garden has been percolated and allocation is being 
made for the development of residential homes in the 
district. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING. 
ENViRONMENTAL 
DEVELOPMENT SECTOR. 

1ND REGIONAL · This sub-sector has an allocation of N499.500 

This sector receives the sum of N2. 409 billion or 
24.36% of the Capital Budget. This is a reflection of 
the importance the Government attaches to the 
components of this sector, which includes Water 
Supply, Environmental Protection, Solid Mineral 
Development, Sewerage and Drainage/Refuse 
Disposal. 

WATER SUPPLY 
The sum of N750 million will be provided for Water 
Supply, out of which the sum of N2 i 7 million will be 
set aside for the optimi=ation of Enugu Urban Pipe 
network while N50 million will be used for the Greater 
Nsukka Water Scheme. The sum of N40 million will be 
spent on the World Bank Assisted national Water 
Rehabilitation programme and N IOO million will be 
spent on the New Water Supply from Oji. Adequate 
provisions have been made to apply the sum of forty 
million Naira (N40, 000, 000) for the purchase of water . 
treatment chemicals. 

million in the 2004 Fiscal year. The maintenance of 
Enugu and Nsukka Urban roads will continue to be a 
priority of the State Government Street lighting will 
receive the sum of N30 million while N50 million and 
N70 million are allocated for the provision of master 
plans of designated areas in the State as well as the 
provision of essential facilities in the Streets/Layouts, 
respectively. Also, the sum of N25 million v11ill be 
used for renting/hiring of accommodation as may be 
required by Ministries/A gencies. 

COMMUNITY AND NEIGHBOURHOOD 
DEVELOPMENT 
in line with the renewed effort toward the reduction 
of poverty in the State as shown by the recent 
creation of the Minis!fy of Human Development and 
Poverty Reduction, the State Government has 
budgeted the sum of N485 million to this all
important sub-sector. Of this amount, the sum of 
N369 million will be used for the provision of Rural 
Physical Infrastnlcture through the CDCC 
Programme. The sum of N 100 million will be used as 
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Micro-Credit and fund for Small Scale Industries. 
Under this arrangement the Government will provide 
financial support for the Loan Scheme to Okada Motor 
cycle operators in the State. Also Small Scale 
Industrialists will be assisted through a revolving Joan 
package. Grants will be given to Communities for self
help projects. 

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 
This sector is made up of Administration, Judicimy and 
the Legislature. It will receive an allocation ofN1.631 
billion or 16.50% of the entire capital Budget. 
Emphasis will be on the maintenance of existing 
Government infrastructure, vehicles and equipment, 
while preparing for the implementation of the 
moneti::.ation programme that will soon take place. 
Also the State Independent Electoral Commission will 
be adequately funded to be able to carry out the 
forthcoming Local Government Elections. The sum of 
N320,093 million is being allocated to ENSJECfor this 
purpose. 

JUDICIARY 
The sum of N2 I 2.5 million is allocated to the Judiciary 
for the execution of its projects during the 2004 Fiscal 
year with emphasis on the construction and 
maintenance of court buildings and staff quarters, 
purchase of vehicles, books and other materials, 
verbatim reporting machines, etc. 

LEGISLATURE 
The sum of N 138.3 million is allocated to the 
Legislative Arm of the Government. The major items of 
expenditure include the purchase of vehicles and 
equipmenl, rehabilitation of the House of Assembly 
Complex and Legislative Quarters, the Legislative 
Librmy, purchase of security gadgets for the House of 
Assembly, etc. 

CONCL USION 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I must reiterate my earlier position 
that the true texture of this democratic dispensation 
can only be viewed in the context of the level of well
being of our people. It cannot be denied that it has not 
been easy. II cannot be ignored that the situation calls 
for courage and strength. And il cannot be denied that 
we are not given to short patience when it comes to 
holding our own end for the benefit of the State. 

As we consider this budget, believing that that which 
is designed to lift our people can only make the 
necessary advancement through the combined effort 
of the government and the people, I consider this 
budget a challenge to all; A challenge to the 
executive, a challenge to the legislature, a challenge 
to the judiciary, just as il is a welcome challenge to 
our teeming people in both the urban and rural 
areas. 

If we take up this challenge, bearing in mind that the 
cohesion of the state lies in cohesion of aspiration, 
we would have commenced our journey of 
integration, which if we duly set out in proper frame, 
we would have declared far better results, long 
before we commence and for which we will continue 
to say in this Enugu State, To God Be The Glory. 
(Prolonged applause). 

Thereupon on the Executive Governor left the 
Chamber with his entourage 

Leader (Mr Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, sir, I ri se to 
move that the Mace be raised to enable the House 
resume sitting. Thank you. 

Chief Whip (f>,;Jr E::.ema): Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise 
to second that Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mace accordingly raised. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I again move that 
the Budget Address presented to this honourable 
House by His Excellency, the Executive Governor of 
Enugu State, Dr. Chimaroke Nnamani , be accepted 
for consideration. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
accordingly second that Motion. 

Question put and agreed to: 

Year 2004 Budget Address presented by His 
Excellency accordingly accepted and laid on the 
Table 
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PRESENTATION OF BILL 

THE ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 
APPROPRIATION BILL, 2004 

A Bill for a Law to make provision of the sum of 
twenty-two billion, two hundred and ninety-eight 
million, eight hundred and twenty-nine thousand, six 
hundt·ed Naira to the services of the Government of 
Enugu State of Nigeria for the year ending Thirty-first 
day of December, two thousand and four and for other 
related purposes, presented by Mr K. Ebenyi, Leader, 
read the first time, refeiTed to the House Committee on 
Appropriation and Judiciary. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, I wish to use 
this opportunity to thank everyone of you for your 
support, commitment, and dedication that led to the 
achievement and success in this honourable House. I 
equally wish to state that this House is also happy that 
within this period we have been able to pass about six 
or seven Bills into Law. Several Motions also have 
been passed and some others are still waiting, and I 
hope that as soon as we come back from Christmas 
1·ecess, we will be determined and prepared to 
accomplish our aim . 

I equally wish to state that there has been cordial 
relationship between the hon. Members and I thank you 
for the understanding and also for co-operation. I 
thank you and hope that we continue in the same way. 

.I wish also to state that there has been a remarkable 
cordial relationship between the three arms of 
Government, thank you also for that. I do remember 
that His Excellency used to say that it is not when you 
confi·ont the Executive that you achieve you aim; that 
you can only achieve your aim through dialogue. I 
wish to state, without any reservation, that the hon. 
Members of this honourable House have been 
following good footsteps of dialogue in achieving their 
ambition, welfare, etc. So, thank you for the 
understanding. 

You are also aware that today, we might be going 
on Christmas recess, and I wish to say that I wish every 
one of you a merry Cht·istmas and prosperous New 
Year. I hope that we will all come back with good 
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health to continue from where we stopped, knowing 
very well that we were elected by our people to 
represent them and it is our duty to deliver 
democracy dividend to them. 

I believe that in Enugu State the three arms of 
Government have not worked in isolation . There was 
been agreement among the three arms on the system 
of governance and we have been able to achieve 
much because of the peace and tranquility that has 
been existing in this Assembly. I commend you for 
your wealth of experience and maturity; I wish that 
we continue the same way. 

I cannot stop without thanking the Clerk of the 
House, the Clerks-at-Table, the supporting staff and 
of course the Press for their wonderful contributions. 
J thank you so much for the understanding; I believe 
that without your cooperation, there is no way we 
would have achieved all these things we have 
achieved within six months . 

On this note, I once more say happy Christmas to 
everyone of you, and wish you well . I equally wish 
to state that bon. Member for Udenu, and the Leader 
pf the House (Messrs Emma E::e and Kingsley 
Ebenyi), respectively, will keep us in fo rmed before 
they depa11 to whichever area they are go ing to stay 
as Ambassadors. I believe that the spirit of hon . 
Members of this House will guide you. So, I th ank 
you so much for listening and I say to God be the 
glory. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I move that the House 
do now adjoum until I 0 a.m . on Thursday 15'11 

January, 2004. 

Mr C. 0. Encbe (Awgu No11h): Mr Speaker, Sir, 
l. rise to second that Motion as moved by the Leader. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Adjourned accordingly at 12.03 p.m. 

! C.">t 

iQ 

I 

' ! 
! 



.1' 

A I 
(' 

·~~ 

II 

"' 
" 

No. 46 

e. 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

PROCEEDINGS 

AND DEBATES OF THE 

FIRST SESSION OF THE 

THIRD ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

OFFICIAL REPORT 

CONTENTS 

Prayers 

Approval of Votes and Proceedings 

Order of the Day 

Announcements 

Adjournment 

Thursday 
151

h January, 2004 



No proofs of the Daily Reports can be supplied. Corrections, which 
Members suggest for the Bound Volume, should be clearly marked in the Daily 
Report, but not telephoned and the copy containing the corrections must be received 
at the Editor's Room, House of Assembly 

not later than four days 
after receipt of the Printed Report 

Produced by the Publications Department 
Enugu State House· of Assembly 



993 
Enugu State House ofAssembly Debates 

15 January, 2004 994 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursday, 15'" January, 2004 

(The House met at 10 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
the Votes and Proceedings No. 45 of 
Tuesday 23'ct December, 2003, is here on 
the Floor of the House. I have gone 
through them and found them to be correct. 
However, I need the comments of my hon. 
Colleagues. Thank you. 

Mr A. 0. Chigbo (Uzo Uwani): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, my hon. Colleagues, I have 
equally gone through the Votes and 
Proceedings of Tuesday 23'd December, 
2003 and found them to be correct. I, 
therefore, move for the adoption . 

Mr A. C. Nnadi (Igbo Etiti West): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues, I rise to 
second the Motion for the adoption of the 
last Votes and Proceedings. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday, 23rcJ 
December, 2003 accordingly adopted. 

ORDER OF THEDA Y 

THE ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 
APPROPRIATION BILL NO. 8, 2003 

A Bill for a Law to make provisions of 
the sum of twenty two Billion two hundred 
and ninety eight million, eight hundred and 
twenty nine thousand, six hundred Naira, to 
the services of the Government of Enugu 
State of Nigeria for the year ending thirty 
first Day of December, two thousand and 
four and for other related purposes . 

Order for Second Reading read 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anibve) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, may I move that the Enugu 
State Appropriation Bill No. 8 of 2003 be 
now read the Second Time. Thank you, Sir. 

Mr E. Odo (lgbo Etiti East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to Second the Motion 
moved by the Deputy Leader of the House. 
Thank you, Sir. 

Question proposed 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
we have to sta1t-off with this 2004 
Appropriation Bill. Generally, I will like 
the House to look at the merits and demerits 
of this Appropriation Bill. May I suggest 
that the Deputy Leader (Mr Anikvve) goes 
ahead to open debate on the B iII. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, you 
will recall that on 23'd December, 2003 the 
Executive Governor of Enugu State, Dr 
Chimaroke Nnamani, presented a well 
articulated Appropriation Bill to the House. 
I will therefore like to open up debate on 
this Appropriation Bill. 
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The main target of the Bill and its intent 
is that it is a Budget of Integration. It could 
be observed that it stems primarily on 
issues of poverty eradication and human 
development. Before I go into these areas 
to draw the highlights of the Bill, I will like 
to take some of your time to give a resume 
of Year 2003 Appropriation Bill equally. 
The Bill is christened Budget of 
Reinvigoration, sustainability and 
actualization. It clearly stated our policies 
and programmes of enhancing human life 
in Enugu State. 

Th is particular Bill of 2004 has gone a 
little further towards actualizing this all
important plans and programmes of policies 
of the State Government. For instance, on 
the issue of poverty reduction, it will be 
recalled that this particu lar Bill of 2004 as 
appropriated by the State Government has 
gone a long way to develop the stupendous 
potentialities latent in an individual, 
tlu·ough which one can make a qualitative 
job into a more profound element of human 
existence. What I mean by stupendous 
potentialities are: if you watch out in Enugu 
State, we have mass qualitative human 
beings, with little or no commensurate 
income, unlike some oil producing rich 
states. 

This particular Budget is aimed at 
actualizing this human gifts. We have 
poverty Reduction and Human 
Development Ministry, the first of its kind 
to be established by this government. It has 
lots of ways to actualize this human 
development as appropriated in this 2004 
Bill before this great Assembly. The 
Appropriation Bil l, if approved, will go a 
long way towards enhancing community 
participation under the Community 

Development Coordinating Council 
(CDCC) ofthe State Government. 

The CDCC, as you will recall, has made 
tremendous stride in some areas like 
Isuawa, another communities. They have 
comfortably energized their electricity 
projects and other things . There are other 
two communities that have completed and 
handed over a Cottage Hospital and Water 
project to Enugu State Government. By 
this, the wealth base of Enugu State will be 
enhanced. The · development aspect of 
Enugu State cannot be handled alone by the 
State Government. By this end, there is the 
obvious need for various communities to 

. share in the glory of developing our 
comrnunities through the Community 
Development Coordinating Council 
(CDCC). Every other community will now 
be opportuned to come up with viable 
projects in conjunction with the State 
Government to actualize that new life. 

Also, you will recall that this honourable 
House last year, passed a Bill towards 
giving more . security and life to the 
indigenes of Enugu State by setting some 
standards on some aspects of the motor
cycles. 

This appropriation Bill has packaged a 
revolving loan · to this group of operators 
which will enable them to adapt to the 
existing law in the State. When this 
adaptation is actualized, most of this Okada 
operators who find themselves in the 
business will not have any regret. This is a 
way of poverty reduction; this is also a way 
of human development. If you go further, 
this human development and poverty 
reduction can be seen in various ways, 
articulated in various Min istries and 
Parastatals. For instance, the Enugu State 
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Govemment, has under the Ministly of 
Education parastatals, called the SPEB and 
PPSMB and these parastatals have outlined 
the School Meal Programme. · 

The Governor has a good intention the 
School Meal Programme. We h~ve gotten 
three old local governments; Isi -Uzo, Uzo
Uwani and Aninri, as pilot local 
governments where government in 
conjunction with DFID will go into 
providing some necessary incentiyes to our 
people. Some of them cannot even afford to 
eat, but with the school meal programme in 
focus, it will help both their · academic, 
physical and their social well-being. Our 
people will now be more interested, to be 
guided by the school authorities. 

So, the school meal programme, as 
envisaged by this budget, will go a long 
way in giving that qualitative education, 
assisting towards the produc~ion and 
actualization of the qualitative education 
envisaged by Enugu State Government. 

A !so, if you go to manufacturi.ng sector, 
for instance, Mr Speaker, may I recall, that 
this budget has two components. What we 
call Recurrent Revenue and the Capital 
Expenditure. If you go to this Recurrent 
Revenue, you have the manufacturing 
sector, under economic sector and this 
sector will enhance the possibility of most 
of our ailing industries to come into 
fruition. We have a lot of industries that 
are so moribund, anachronistic, so obsolete, 
almost dead. 

Needless to mention some of them but 
this particular economic sector, this 
particular manufacturing sector will now 
give the opportunity for the reactivation and 
renovation of these all-important industries 

in Enugu State. Also the small-scale 
industries will now come in force with this 
Appropriation Bill, if passed by this 
honourable House. 

Mr Speaker, if you go to agriculture like 
said earlier, we have the pilot scheme, 

modernisation of farm land, that is the all 
important Ada Rice, the Aninri Rice, and 
the Isi-Uzo Rice. Mr Speaker, this 
particular budget, if passed by this 
honourable House, will give the much
needed C:)gricultural immunity to Enugu 
State. The agricultural emphasis of this 
budget h<l;S gone a long way in making our 
claim a reality because we cannot just be 
saying on the papers that Enugu State is the 
food basket of Nigeria. We have actually to 
put it into practice. And I believe that this 
particular budget has a good intention of 
actualizing this our all -important quotation 
that Enugu State is the food basket of 
Nigeria. 

We have some naturally gifted 
commu111t1es as mentioned earlier. If you 
go to Aninri, even they were able to derive 
their name Aninri because of the food 
surplus . Mr Speaker, you are from the area. 
I do not need to say otherwise. Let me tell 
others. If you go to Uzo-Uwani, the hon. 
Member for Uzo-Uwani (Mr Chigbo) can 
bear me witness that the fertility level of 
their soil cannot just be over-emphasised. If 
you go to lsi-Uzo, it is the same thing. So 
this particular aspect of agricultural intent 
will go a long way towards enhancing the 
life and well being ofEnugu State. 
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Mr Speaker, when I talked about the 
school 111eal programme, you will also 
recall that this budget has articulated a very 
good plan of building a permanent campus 
of the only University, the first of its kind, 
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the University of Science and Technology 
in Nigeria . You will recall that presently, 
the ESUT is enjoying the benevolence of 
the I MT at the temporary site. That 
particular place they are using now belongs 
to IMT. So. if you go to this budget, and if 
you watched 1-1 is Excellency while 
presenting this budget, he made it clear that 
within 30 months, the ESUT permanent site 
will be a reality. This a good intent ofthis 
Bill. 

Also we have under electricity, what we 
call very good placement of priority. Last 
year and in the past 4 years, the present 
administration focused and emphasized 
much 011 Rural Infrastructure, particularly 
the issue of road and water. But I am 
telling you , Mr Speaker, that if one 
community can benefit from electricity, 
such a community can even be more 
equipped to develop all her skills instead of 
one single road passing through them. That 
is why this patticular budget has a 
provtston of N I billion for Rural 
El ectrification Projects . We have 12 on
go ing pmjects under the ADB (African 
Deve lopment Bank) assisted. 

Mr Speaker, l want to tell you that His 
Excellency has taken over the project of 
ADB, not withstanding the failure of the 
ADB to come into agreement and we have 
only 12 communities now left in the 
actualization of the 50 communities as 
enli sted under ADB. This does not show 
that the government is acting only on the 
ADB ass isted. We have other numerous 
communities which are benefiting from the 
rural electrification project of the Enugu 
State Government and I believe, for 
instance, my own town, Obeleagu Umana, 
which is the most scientifically and 
technologically inclined community, that 

the moment we can have this electricity, the 
Speaker can bear me witness, there is 
nothing we cannot manufacture. We will 
even be the best. Not to compare us with 
Nnewi. I believe, Mr Speaker, that the 
good intention of this budget, if I continue 
to highlight it, will only be commensurate 
with our quick passage. I have this singular 
honour, Mr Speaker, to beg my Colleagues 
to give this particular Appropriation Bill 
what it deserves by granting easy passage. 

Mr Speaker, I believe that when my 
Colleagues must have taken some other 
areas, you will see that its particular aim of 
poverty reduction and human development, 
is the highest investment. Investment on 
human beings is the highest investment, 
educationally, economically, socially and 
politically. 

Mr Speaker, this all-important budget 
should not be delayed in its passage. I may 
beg to take my seat. Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North I): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to contribute on the 
Enugu State 2004 Appropriation Bill. 
Before I start, I want to thank the hon. 
Deputy Leader for his well-articulated 
contribution. 

Mr Speaker, you will recall that before 
· we went for the Christmas recess, the 

Governor presented this Bill to this 
honourable House. The budget, like any 
other budget, is not an end by itself; it is a 
means to an end. Today, I look at this 
budget as a way of ensuring that democracy 
is sustained in Enugu State because it is 
through this budget that we talk more about 
d,ividends of democracy to develop our 
people. One striking aspect of this budget 
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that I want to comment on is the area that 
has to do with Science and Technology. 
The difference between ·one society and 
another in the whole world is the 
productive nature of the economy. One 
may ask why is it that every year we turn 
out budget and yet things seem not to be 
moving. It is because we are . consuming 
without producing. But today, the Federal 
Goverrunent has banned many commodities 
from being imported into this country. And 
these are commodities . that you must 
consume. Are we going to do without 
them? The answer is no, which means we 
must do something within the context of the 
resources we have to ensure that these 
things are available and how can we do it. 
We can only do it by ensuring that Science 
and Technology of this State and the 
country are adequately taken care of. The 
Science and Technology Ministry has some 
project which if well funded will ,eventually 
grow to legal businesses. The problem with 
our budgets has always been that the people 
of our States and even other States have 
always seen budgets as Goverrunent 
business. But the budget is for everybody. 
If I may borrow a leaf from the budget 
speech, the Governor said that this budget 
is a challenge to the Executive, the 
Legislature, the Judiciary and indeed all the 
people of Enugu State. Everybody has a 
part to play to ensure that this budget is 
sustained, and that it becomes a success. 

The school meal programme, as initiated 
by this budget, is intended to avert poverty. 
You will agree with me that if a child who 
is hungry is asked one plus one he will 
answer five. But if the children in the rural 
areas are fed just like those who attend 
schools here in Enugu, they will be well 
educated. And you will discover that 
tomorrow they may be the pillars of this 

society. So, I commend the State 
Government for introducing that new 
school programme. · It will go a long way 
towards bridging the gap between the rich 
and the poor. 

This budget has made adequate 
provrs10n for environmental management 

' and water supply. It is said that cleanliness 
is next to Godliness and if we pass this 
budget and it is well implemented our 
people will have water and our environment 
will be clean. This will improve our health 
and the people of Enugu State will be glad 
for it. I, therefore, believe that everybody 
has a role to play to ensure that the 
objective ofthis budget is highly achieved. 

An aspect I want the Government to 
look into is the issue of scholarships, that is, 
the re-introduction of scholarship scheme in 
this State to take care of indigent students, 
those who are brainy but cannot go to 
school because of funds. l am aware that we 
have scarce resources in this State, but 
human development is very important. The 
problem of third world countries is lack of 
adequate manpower to man machines and 
machineries. By the time we introduce 
scholarship in our system most people who 
would go out from school would have been 
well educated to contribute their quota to 
this State. 

Under Housing, from last tenure till 
today, this Government has done 
marvelously well in providing Housing 
Estates in this State. I want to see smaller 
Housing Units introduced so that the Civil 
Servants who cannot afford duplexes wi ll 
be accommodated. It will help us to sort 
out this problem of tenants/landlords feud 
ravaging our society today. I wish that this 
honourable House will give this budget a 
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speedy passage so that we will ensure that 
the Government continues in the right 
direction. 

The Agricultural Sector has so many 
project sites that will help to ensure that 
there is food on our tables. l, therefore, 
believe that a lot will rest on their shoulders 
to ensure that food is on our tables. 

I want to end my speech by suggesting 
that the introduction of exchange 
programmes that will help our workers to 
be exposed to what happens in advanced 
countries in terms of both co-ordination and 
other forms of managerial competence. 

In those days when people are sent 
abroad for training and they come back 
here, there is always a difference. 
Whatever it will cost us to ensure that these 
people are exposed to the current 
challenges of I ife should be encouraged . 

I want to thank the Government for 
presenting a budget that is all 
encompassing, that touched virtually all 
spheres of life. I just want to call on our 
people to realize, like I said earlier, that the 
budget is a budget of Enugu State. It is the 
budget of everybody. It covers every field 
of human endeavour, which means that 
everybody has a role to play to ensure that 
this State moves forward . Let us not see 
the budget as Government budget, it is for 
all of us. Thank you very much, Mr 
Speaker. 

Mr E. Odo (lgbo-Etiti East): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to align myself to the 
former speakers who had spoken in favour 
of this very Bill . Mr Speaker, you will 
recall that prior to 2003 Budget, there was a 
kind of condition just like the Governor 

really pointed out in his speech but I see 
what is happening as a gradual reform and a 
gradual attainment of political and 
economic gains. What happened prior to 
2003 Budget was that there was a little 
elevation than what is happening before. 

You can recall, Mr Speaker, that the 
Government has done very well more 
especially in Agriculture, Education, 
Information, Works, Lands, Housing and 
Transport but we wish to urge the Joint 
Committees on Finance, Appropriation and 
Judiciary to make adequate 
recommendation especially in favour of 
Ministries that were poorly represented. I 
am talking of Ministry of Science and 
Technology especially and then that of 
Ministry of Youths and Sports. If you 
watch well, you can observe that most of 
our players in Rangers International are 
gradually decamping to other teams where 
they believe that they could be paid well. 
So, we are urging the Committee to make 
adequate recommendation to cover those 
areas so that they will move structurally 
with others because what has happened in 
the 2004 Budget, to my mind, appeared to 
be structurally functional, that means that 
almost all the sectors of the State 
Government had maximally received 
adequate share that could at least make all 
the Ministries work hand-in-hand. 

I wish also to commend the Executive 
for recognizing that there are three arms of 
government, I mean the budget that was 
allocated to the Judiciary. I think this is the 
first time when Government has really 
taken into consideration that Judiciary is an 
important Arm of Government, and we say 
a big thank you for approving a lump sum 
of over four million Naira to the Judiciary. 
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Mr Speaker, having said all these, I do 
not want to repeat what others have said, I 
strongly align myself in favour of the 
previous speakers and urge my Colleagues 
to speak in favour of this Bill as it is 
structurally functional like I said already. 
None can work without the other and if you 
study the Budget critically you will find out 
that it has actually encompassed all the 
Ministries and Parastatals as given in their 
testimony, may be, during the defence of 
their Budgets. I think the Ministries were 
happy and everybody is happy and to 
crown it all, by the time we improve in our 
poverty alleviation, that would have solved 
a lot of problems; that would have actually 
dealt with education and even health. · This 
is because if the government in trying to 
reduce poverty in Enugu State 
accomplishes that, I can assure you that 
virtually all the Ministries will attain a 
greater height and with these, Mr Speaker, I 
thank you for giving me the opportunity 
and urge my Colleagues to supp01t this 
wonderful Bill. Thank you, very much. 

Mr J. U. Onoh (Enugu North): Mr 
Speaker, my hon. Colleagues, we are all 
remembered by the efforts we all .have 
made and our reward is also commensurate 
with what we have given. This year's 
Budget has actually dedicated so much to 
the payment of pensions and gratuities to 
those who have served the government 
selflessly and by doing so the Government 
has invested so much to ensure that those 
who have served us and retired will have 
their pensions and gratuities intact. By 
doing this, it has reduced poverty within 
some certain sectors of our economy. 

The same budget has aimed at one of the 
basic essentials of life and that is health the 
same budget has actually tried very much to 

provide us with the best accessible means of 
health facilities to enable us live a healthy 
life. And by spending so much on HIV 
programme, that will actually make people 
who live in both urban and rural areas to 
know much about this deadly disease called 
AIDS. 

The budget has provided emergency 
ambulances that can help us in case of any 
emergency. We will not sit down there 
folding our hands or trying to run around 
looking for doctors for provision of 
emergency ambulances at our beck-and
call. In the same view, the same Budget has 
given so much to the branches of Education, 
Women Development, Youths and Sports . I 
cannot talk so much about something good 
but by your own hearts and your own eyes 
in the comprehensive list of this same 
Budget called a Budget of Integration, one 
can see the benefits to be derived. 

I wil l not stress so much on what have 
been said . But I will urge all hon. Members 
to ass ist in the free passage of this Bill as it 
will benefit every one of us individually for 
a better today and tomorrow. I will rather 
say, may we all sacrifice our today to 
provide for the better tomorrow for all those 
around us and those to come after us. 

Thank you, Mr Speaker, thank you, my 
bon. Colleagues. 

Mr M. Onyeze (Igbo-Eze North 1): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I want to support my 
colleagues who have already spoken in 
favour of this Appropriation Bill that is 
before us. The spirit of this budget is very 
eloquent; it is people oriented, and that is to 
say that the elements in the various sectors 
are integrated, it is the human being that 
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will gain from it. I will not repeat what my 
Colleagues who spoke talked about. 

I want to talk specifically on the 
allocations or projections to economic 
sector. In that Sector the Executive 
allocated Two Billion Naira for road 
development. We are aware that since the 
inception of thi s regime four years ago, the 
administration of His Excellency has made 
efforts through vigorous road development. 
In this year, we are lucky to have Two 
Billion allocated to that sector. This is for 
our people, when our people gain, we have 
ga ined. Road is one of the fastest ways of 
reducing poverty; when cost of 
transportation is reduced, movement of 
goods and services from parts of the state 
becomes facilitated. The Executive, by 
allocating Two Billion Naira to that Sector 
has given us more hope and faith. 

The Rural electrification got One Billion 
Naira, when every community is given 
rural electrification, they start to develop 
faster because industrialization will be 
easier. In the rural communities where 
there is rural electrification, urban 
migration wi II be reduced . 

Water also got Seven Hundred and Fifty 
Million Naira. The impotiance of water in 
the rural communities cannot be over
emphasised. I give example with my own 
community. Before 1999 we have no 
water; water is now everywhere even 
though we live in the boarder. Water is 
cheaper now in my village than here in 
Enugu. Fifty I iters of water costs five Naira 
only. It is difficult to get such here. This is 
what we call dividends of democracy. 
Peop le do not spend their time looking for 
wate r, because water is avai I able 
everywhere. 

Also on social aspects of Health and 
Education, one hundred million Naira was 
allocated to district schools, or 
neighbourhood schools where students from 
other schools come to study because it is 
not possible to provide all the facilities in 
those schools except in this District Centre, 
where students come to learn. 

We are also aware that our university 
has stayed over the years without College of 
Medicine. Since last year our Governor has 
been making efforts to give us our own 
College of Medicine. This honourab le 
House passed a Bill for the upgrading of 
Parklane Hospital into a Specialist Hospital. 
In this budget also the sum of one hundred 
million Naira has been allocated to that 
institution. Being a Specialist Hospital will 
make it possible for training of our own 
doctors. 

Then we look at these sectors, we should 
support them by proper orientation of our 
people, for example, the Poverty 
Alleviation Programme, where one hundred 
people have benefited from. It is our duty 
to go home and prepare their state of minds 
for this scheme. 

I think this budget is for us, it is for our 
people. If our people gain, we have gained 
because we are their Representatives. I 
urge our hon. Colleagues to give this Bill 
very · urgent consideration so that the 
Executive will carry on with the good 
works that they have been doing in the 
various parts of the State. Thank you. 

Mr E. C. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to give my 
support and to make my comments on the 
Budget of Invigoration 2004. The Budget as 
we ccil.tld have it, is all encompassing. It is 
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a very nice Budget of expression, if well 
implemented. In fact, the aim of poverty 
reduction and human development could be 
achieved with the Budget. The problem is 
its implementation by those that wi ll handle 
the Budget. 

I 

will speak mainly on rural 
Electrification. The sum of one billion 
Naira was perhaps earmarked out of that 
Budget for Rural Electrification. If well 
used, it will now make our rural areas to 
have electricity. Once our rural areas could 
have electricity, just as can be observed 
here, it will help to check urban migration. 
The NYSC Camp at Awgu, if electrified, 
wi ll at least show that the Federal 
Government's aspect of providing 
electricity in the rural areas is a reality. It 
will there make the NYSC Camp viable. 
Since some years past, the NYSC Camp at 
Awgu has never had any sign of electricity. 
This year's Budget is proving that it has 
aims to energize the Awgu Orientation 
Camp. This was why I emphasized that if 
the Budget contents were implemented by 
the provision of electricity, all other 
developmental strategies will be a success. 

On the provision of bore-hore water 
resources, with the electricity distribution, 
its enjoyment will be felt in most areas 
where they are provided. This will also 
help to eradicate urban migration. We have 
areas like Ugwueme which has never 
witnessed electricity but with the provision 
of Rural Electrification as contained in the 
Budget, it is anticipated that it cold be 
extended to other areas. 

On the issue of Agriculture, Enugu State 
is also the Food Basket of the Country. I 
am proud to say that Aninri, my Local 
Government Area, should not be forgotten 

equally. At Uzo Uwani, we have Ada Rice 
Project. Please I am emphasizing that 
during the implementation of the Budget, 
Adani Rice Project should not be forgotten 
because I was privileged to visit the area. 
They have expanse of land for rice 
production. They have irrigation to 
encourage farming all year round. It was 
constructed by foreign firms. All these 
facilities seem to be forgotten . Most of 
these facilities have been vandalized. It 
could be emphasized that this year's Budget 
will invigorate and resuscitate the Adani 
Rive Project. I also wish to bring to mind 
Aninri as another area where Rice 

. Production could be encouraged. Enugu 
State is mainly an agrarian area which 
deserves to be harnessed. 

The area of manufacturing is another 
important area which emphasis should be 
placed for the production of Canned Juice 
and other canned beverages, which are 
being banned by the Federal Government. 
If Enugu State goes into manufacturing wi th 
the support of the University of Science and 
Technology, it will help to enhance the 
economy of this State, if given the proper 
attention. The State will be lively as far as 
manufacturing is concerned. These are 
some of the areas I will like to talk about in 
this 2004 Annual Budget. Every year the 
State roles out its work plan. What I am 
saying in essence is that if the Budget is 
properly implemented it will go a long way 
towards alleviating the suffering of the good 
people of Enugu State. I emphasise that if 
the Budget is properly implemented the 
welfare of the State will be guaranteed. 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
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Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, may I move that further debate 
on this Bill be deferred until a date to be 
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determined by the Rules and Business 
Committee of the House. Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second the Motion. 

Question p ut and agreed to. 

Mr Speaker: Further debates on Enugu 
State of Nigeria Appropriation Bill 2004 is 
hereby deferred to a later date which will be 
determined by the Rules and Business 
Committee of the House. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, I 
wish to formally welcome you all to yet 
another important year of deliberation. It is 
my wish that every one of you will deem it 
wise to participate actively and contribute 
effectively on issues that comes up on the 
Floor of this House. It is only when this is 
done that we will be able to deliver in our 
State. 

I want to state that when the Executive 
plays her role, the House of Assembly will 
do the same, and the Judiciary will do the 
same. There must be a link between the 
.three arms of government and it should be 
cordial. It will promote better relationship . 
within the three Anns of government to 
enable us accomplish our legislative goals. 
That being the case, we must always 
maintain that separation of powers which 
must not be com pl ete ly tota l. 

As we a ll agree that separation of 
powers is not completely total, there must 
be rapport for discussions and dialogue. It 
is when there is dialogue that we will be 
ab le to come to a compromise for us to be 

able to deliver to our people. There is no 
doubt that this great House of Assembly 

. faces great challenges especially this point 
in time when we are battling with the 2004 
Appropriation Bill. 

We do hope that we will do justice to 
this Appropriation Bill which demands our 
comments to · the Executive to enable her 
achieve success. It is an instrwnent, it is an 
authority and power that they now expect. 
it is our hope that the entire House will 
work harmoniously to ensure the passage of 
this 2004 Appropriation Bill, which will be 
the actual power and instrument to enable 
the Executive to perform. Based on the 
challenges success will not be achieved 

. where rancour and bickering exists. I 
therefore urge bon. Members to display 
hard work at all times. 

May I use this opportunity to express my 
happiness to all the staff of the Assembly 
for their wonderful cooperation throughout 
last year 2003. I also hope that we are 
going to enjoy the same cooperation being 
delivered to all the members of the House 
this 2004. I wish to extend my happiness to 
the Clerks-at-Table, the Press for their w ide 
coverage given to this Honourable House. I 
urge the entire staff to endeavour as much 
as possible to give the House more 
coverage. ' I also enjoyed the supp011 of 
everybody. I will not fail to mention that all 
the bon. Members have carried out their 
duties diligently and harmoniously. 

I wish to state that I am so much 
impressed with the activities of some of 
you. I think the Chairman of various 
Committees for their hard work and 
cmmnitment to duty. At most, all their 
endeavours to protect . and project the 
integrity of this honourable House. I have 
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to state that Committees are the life wire of 
any Assembly. When I say life wire of any 
Assembly, I mean every bit of my words. 

So I wish to appeal to those of you who 
are not actually performing to try as ~uch 
as possible to buckle up. I belie~e that the 
Committee you occupy today may not be 
the Committee you will occupy tomorrow. 
I hope that in no distant time, we will 
reshuffle the Committees you are chairing. 
That will determine whether you will still 
stay in your former Committees or not. 

I have to state too that it is not a must 
for you be the chairman of a Committee. · It 
is not that you are not competent. 

On that note, I sincerely welcome
1 
you 

back to Enugu. I urge you to keep the flag 
I 

flying . I assure you of my maximum co-
operation. Call on me ~henever you feel 
that I am derailing. 

I thank you all, I believe that the 
Almighty God will see us through. Thank 
you, and God bless. 

i 

Meeting 

We will meet briefly in my office on the 
rising of the House. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe):. Mr 
Speaker, I hereby move that " this 
honourable House do now adjourn " unti I 
Tuesday 20th January, 2004 at 10 a.m. 
Thank you . 

I 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to second the Motion 
moved by the Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe). 

Question put and agreed to 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourn until Tuesday 20th January, 2004 at 
lOa.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 1.47 p.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Tuesday, 20'17 January, 2004 

(The House met at 10 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

· Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
our Votes and Proceedings No. 46, dated 

I I• 
Thursday 1St' January, 2004 are before us. 
I have gone through them, and to the b~pt of 
my knowledge they are correct. However, I 
need your contributions. Thank you. if 

Mr ' E. Maduabu ' (Awgu li South): 
Honourable Speaker, I have as well gone 
through the Votes and Proceedings of 15th 
January, 2004 and I found them to be 
correct reflection of what we discussed on 
that day. I therefore, move for its adoption. 
Thank you. ' ! 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to second the Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of 15117 January, 
2004 accordingly adopted. 

~.,· ,,, 
,, 
'il ,. 

.!1 

ORDER OF THEDA Y 

THE ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 
APPROPRIATION BILL, NO. 8, 2004 

Adjourned Debate on Second Reading 
(15th January, 2004) 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
you will recall that the second reading of 
this all-important Bill came up last week 
and along the line the debate was deferred 
to a later date to be determined by the Rules 
and Business Committee of the House. 

· Today, it is reflected on the Order Paper. 
So, I wish to request that those who have 
not contributed to the debate can now do so. 
Thank you. 

Mr J. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): Thank 
you, Mr Speaker. I am happy that you have 
asked me to identify myself with this 
budget. An Igbo adage says: Ogbara nkiti 
kwerekwe. That means the budget is very 
good. I should not fail to make my own 
contribution or evaluation and by my own 
understanding of the budget, His Excellency 
said Budget of Integration. I call it Budget 
of Continuity because some of us who know 
(Interruption) . 

Thank you very much, Mr Speaker. I 
am still very happy I have been enjoying 
your protection. I did say my own 
interpretation because we are all sons and 
daughters of Enugu State and we are living 
witnesses to the goings-on in the past four 
years of the administration of Dr. 
Chimaroke Nnamani . Why I said this is 
that everything he puts down he has been 
doing, there is no single joke about any 
comment in the budget the way I 
understand it. 
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My additional prayer is if this budget as 
usual, is well implemented, I believe the 
problem of Enugu State would be solved 
because the budget contains a Jot of good 
ideas which goes a great deal to signify that 

the Interest of a common man and the 
interest of the masses, both rural and urban 
dwellers, are closely being taken care of by 
the Executive. Going by the contents of the 
budget, under economic planning, the agric 
sector wh ich is the major sector for the 
survival of Nigerian economy even before 
the advent of the oil, has been well taken 
care of. No nation survives without food 
and the Executive is quite aware of that. 
That is why the budget has in its entirety 
taken care of the agric sector because 
naturally the Igbo man is known for 
agricultural activities. I am a rural man and 
whenever I go home and come back, 
definitely some of our hon. members might 
have noticed a lot of difference in my 
outlook. 

By this Budget we are made to 
understand that there is an aspect of it, 
which, if well implemented, will make 
Enugu State to be one of the best in 
Nigeria. I am happy that the Committee has 
been doing a lot of work to make sure that 
no single stone is left unturned towards 
making sure that the Budget is realistic at 
the end. On rural electrification, we all are 
living witnesses to the efforts of the 
Executive Governor of Enugu State in 
making sure that every community gets 
electricity, possibly before the end of this 
year. 

With reference to Social Sector, 
Education, Health, or even the newly 
created Ministry of Human Development, 
Neighbourhood Development, Poverty 
Eradication/ Reduction, His Excellency has 

mapped out N485 million Naira to make 
sure that no matter where you are in Enugu 
State, be it in the rural area, you will get the 
dividend of democracy once more. 

Generally, Mr Speaker, that is why it is 
difficult for one to make criticism. What I 
have just done is evaluation; what I have 
just done is appreciation; what I have just 
done is to express my total support. I am 
happy and highly impressed that for the first 
time I will be involved in passing this kind 
of a Bill. And my friend will say that this is 
a high impact Bill to the betterment of 
Enugu State and this honourable House. 
Once again, the electorate will know that 
we are actually doing a good job because 
when you see a good job you will 
appreciate it. So, Mr Speaker, with this I 
am very happy to have been given the 
opportunity to say I am impressed with this 
Bill and my hon. Members will equally look 
at it so that we will not delay in giving the 
Bill, a quick passage. Thank you, Sir. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East 11): Thank 
you Mr Speaker. The aims and objectives 
of His Excellency on the Budget is very 
specific and direct. It is direct in the sense 

.. 

that the Budget is targeted towards . " 
reduction of pove1iy in the State. And to 
buttress my points, if you go to Agricultural 
Sector, His Excellency magnanimously 
approved the sum of NSO million Naira to 
IENADEP. This ENADEP has international 
connections and I know that for some time 
now the activities in ENADEP have 
crumbled because of fund and thanks be to 
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His Excellency for the release of the sum of 
NSO million Naira. I know with this 
ENADEP will now affiliate with the world 
agencies or international organizations for 
its own activities. And going by the recent 
happenings in Calabar, a nearby city, where 
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there is a cassava disease now and I know, 
that Calabar is very close to Enugu. This 
disease is called mosaic one and two and is 
causing serious havoc in Calabar now~ So, 
with this N50 million Naira no\V, I know 
that ENADEP will be on the ground to fight 
the disease assuming it is noticed here. 

If you go to manufacturing sector too, 
the international market and Enugu cement 
company, if they are in place, I know will 
give an opportunity for employment of 
indigenes and residents of our Enugu State. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, under Transport S~ctor, 
the State Government has a good 
programme and I know that at the end, the 
entire fifty six local governments must have 
been connected with road. Those livi11g in 
the border like I said will have a face lift. 
On Education, His Excellency . . . ll 

Mr E. Odo (Igbo Etiti East): 
Information, Mr Speaker I want the last 
Speaker to restrict himself because I 
understand that it was only Five Million 
Naira that was allocated to ENEDAP. and 
not Fifty Million Naira. it: 

\II! 

'I 

I 

Mr Ugwu : I refer the last Speaker to 
His Excellency's Budget Speech, page 8. 

M r Speaker: Yes page 8 of the 
recurrent 2004 Budget. 

Mr Ugwu : We have ENADEP, Fifty 
Million Naira as an appropriation within the 
year. 

;:1 
. II 

Mr Odo: Mr Speaker, let me refer you 
to the Draft Estimate Capital Expenditure 
page 54. Just across that page, item' 22, 
what is there is ordinarily, Five· Million 
Naira, just forget the component. ' 

,,, 

"I 
I 

~~, ~ ~· 

M r Speaker: You said forget the 
component, if you look at that place, it said 
foreign component that is two components 
making one, ENADEP is only State affairs, 
if there is foreign loan, it is part of the 
allocation. You will not treat that in 
isolation it is inclusive. 

Mr Ugwu: Mr Speaker, in add ition, it is 
budget estimate, anything can happen. 

Mr Speaker: It is an asset it is part of it. 

Deputy Leader: Point of Order! 

Mr Speaker: What is the Point of Order 
bas.ed on? 

Deputy Leader: My point of order is on 
the Member of the Appropriation 
Committee. The last Speaker is a Member 
of the Appropriation Committee and he was 
there yesterday when it was clearly 
summarized as Five Million Naira. 
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Mr Speaker: Why is the Deputy Leader 
talking about Five Million? 

Deputy Leader: It is an intension. 

Mr Speaker: I agree that it is an 
intention just I ike other allocations. Page 
22 is clear, so it is part of it. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker al l the 
Members agreed that it should not be fifty 
million but five million. 

Mr Speal{er: The Commissioner for 
Finance during the Budget break-down 
out! ined all these things, he said that forty
five million is part of it just like in the case 
of DFfD where the State Government is to 
provide counterpart fund as part of over-al l 
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fund. If you do away with the fo1ty five 
million where will you put it. In the 
Governors Budget Speech he said that fifty 
million has been allocated to ENADEP. 
Let me ask the Deputy Leader, if he has 
domestic debt and foreign debt, will he add 
both together or will he separate the foreign 
from the domestic. 

Deputy Leader: You have the domestic 
one because you have already consumed 
the foreign one. (Laughter). 

Mr Speaket·: What we are going to get 
is forty five million which the Government 
has mapped out and the five million added 
together. This is very clear. 

Mr Ugwu: I was commending His 
Excellency allocation on transport sector. 
The Government's project to link all road 
network is commendable. I know that by 
the end of the project, especially the 
Ugwuogo-Nike-Opi road and Ugwuogo
Nike-Ehamufu road must benefit. I know 
the gains and the benefits. 

If you go to the Educational Sector, the 
State has continued to witness 
uninterrupted academic programme just 
because of His Excellency's vision in both 
Secondary and Tertiary Institutions in the 
State. 

On Health, the upgrading of Park Lane 
General Hospital into a Specialist Hospital 
so raised the hopes of the people of Enugu 
State that they cannot now feel sad over the 
movement of the University Teaching 
Hospital UNTH out of the Metropolitan 
City. 

Also on Health, in His Excellency's 
Speech, he said that he will intensify his 

efforts in fighting this deadly disease called 
AIDS. If we look at statistics, we will see 
that the ages of between sixteen and twenty
five are where the disease is high and I 
thank His Excellency for having shown 
serious attention in this area. 

Concluding on Health Sector, in the 
Enugu State University of Science and 
Technology (ESUT) College of Medicine 
there is serious work going on there. Going 
back to Information, I am happy with the 
speech of the Governor by promising that 
the . Enugu State Printing and Publishing 
Corporation the Publishers of Daily Star 
will receive attention. I know the state of 
the Daily Star before and I know the state 
of Daily Star by 1999, I know there is 
improvement since 1999 when His 
Excellency took over the helm of affairs in 
the State. I thank him for having serious 
interest in the Newspaper. 

In Town and Country Planning, attention 
has been given to streetlights. I know that 
in the past, if you are a visitor to Enugu 
town, while moving round at about 6 p.m. 
to 7 p.m., you will observe that everywhere 
will be flourishing with electric lights. The 
weather will assume daylight. The above 
experience is no longer there. I believe that 
was why the sum of Thirty Million Naira 
was earmarked for this project in the · 2004 
Budget. 

I• /1! 
11' ,11:. 
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I want to use this opp01tunity to urge His 
Excellency the Governor ofEnugu State, Dr 
Chimaroke Nnamani to take a second look 
at the dualization of New Haven Road 
(Chime Avenue), Enugu. This road is a 
very busy road in Enugu State. It is also 
one of the earliest roads in Enugu town. 
The dualization of ' Chime A venue, New 
Haven, Enugu is long over due. I plead to 

IJ; 

,. 

'" 



" 

" 

: 'li ;ill 
,, I If I . 
~· 1 Enugu •State House of Assembly Debates 

1013 20 January, 2004 1014 

His Excellency, to take serious steps toward 
the dualization of this all-important road. 
In summary, I believe that the Executive 
will implement her decisions as per the 
road project as reflected in the ,:,Bud~e~ , of 
Year 2004. I therefore , urge '''' my hon. 
colleagues to speak in favour of the Budget 
and give it a speedy approval. Thank you, 
Mr Speaker. · 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): Mr 
Speaker Sir, I have risen to contribute to the 
on-going debate on 2004 Budget. The 
Budget is titled Budget of Integration. , I will 
also wish to refer to the past years' Budgets 
that have contributed immensely in 
modeling the lives of the good people of 
Enugu State. The Budget of year 2000 was 
christened Budget of Transformation, 1while 
that of year 200 1 was tagged Budget of 
Consolidation, while Budget of 2003 was 
labeled Budget of Reinvigoration, 
sustainability and actualization. Mr 
Speaker, Sir, this year's Budget is pati of 
the continuation of the good deeds of His 
Excellency, Ebe Ana. The 2004 Budget of 
Integration sent to the House '· for 
consideration is here with us. , I stand to 
contribute to its passage. You '~ill agree 
with me that this Budget of Integration is 
for participatory Democracy. The Budget 
is to model our lives. The Budget is also a 
pati of the dreams of His Excellency for 
1999, when he came to rule Enugu State for 
the very first time. Therefore this Budget is 
raw material ofreality. 

' ,. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I have to state that the 

highlights of the 2004 Budget .is hing~d on 
Agriculture. You will agree with me that 
the most learned people have stated or the 
Floor of the House that Booker T. 
Washington said: There is more dignity in 
belonging to tilling of the soil than writing 

' ' ' 
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of a Poem. His Excellency is now fighting 
food scarcity and that was the reason for the 

' provisions made to Agricultural Sector. 
Permit me, Mr Speaker, to analyse this 
Agricultural Sector properly. The sum of 
N216.250 million was allocated to 
Agriculture. We observed some Modern 
Farms mentioned in the Budget for places 
like Akpugo-Eze, Obeagu, Ukehe and 
Adani in Uzo Uwani. While Ette Modern 
Farm is missing conspicuously in the 
Budget. I am calling on the House to make 
all necessary arrangements to include Ette 
Farm in this 2004 Budget. They should 
also allot the sum ofN4 million accordingly 
to that farm. 

Mr Speaker: I want to ask a question. 
Please, did I hear the Deputy Speaker (Mr 
Atigwe) demand that Ette Farm be included 
in the Budget and that the sum of N4 
million be allocated to that farm? 
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Deputy Speaker: Yes, Mr Speaker Sir, I 
made mention of those things. 

M r Speaker: Where do you want the 
House to get the N4 million Naira? 

Deputy Speaker: There is on the 
Budget an area where the sum of Nl6 
million Naira was lumped together on 
Agriculture. 1 therefore suggest that the 
money could be carved out from there. Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I hope to elaborate on my 
suggestions during the amendment Session. 
Large sums of money were also allocated to 
ENADEP for their Demonstration Farm. 
We also have raw materials at Ette Farm, 
talkless to mentioning its inclusion as a 
Demonstration Farm, my constituency wil l 
be glad to hear such. 
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On the issue of Commerce and Industry, 
mention was made on New Haven 
Shopping Centre nearing completion. In 
this Year's Budget there was no mention as 
to the sums allocated to the project. I am 
praying the Executive not to say that the 
Shopping Centre is nearing completion, but 
rather to speed up action towards the 
accomplishment of that project. 

Mention was also made on the provision 
of infrastructure for easy operations at the 
multi -billion Naira Ama Brewery. At this 
juncture, commendations will go to Enugu 
State Government. I pray God to bring 
money for the accomplishment of th is task. 

The sum of N33 million is allocated to 
strategic pilot fru it juice factory. I again 
want this very pilot factory project to be 
located right in Ette farm . Ette farm is the 
largest modern farm in this part of Enugu 
State. 

This farm as we all know is for poverty 
reduct ion. It is not for eradication 
completely. The government is 
encouraging this sector. Again as I see it, it 
is the new avenue of getting more revenue 
for the government. 

Rural Electrification : My Constituency 
is expected to benefit from the third phase 
of this project. An allocation of N350 
million is there. Mr Speaker, I want to use 
this singular opportunity to remind the 
government and the Rural Electrification 
Board (REB) that the transformers, the wire 
sling, the insulators lying down at 
Umuogbuagu, Amachalla, and Amufu all in 
my constituency, are lying waste. The 
government should do something during 
this time around to make sure that they are 
installed. 

I, 

Finance: . The government is 
encouraging this sector, only · that the 
government should know and expand her 
revenue base. It should not depend on 
Abuja allocation alone. This government 
like I have said earlier, have come to change 
our lives. We should follow suit. 

Transport: I have to . remind the 
goverrunent that after providing . for the 
urban and rural areas, the Golf Estate is 
there. That Golf Estate is like . . . may I 
quote my good Friends of Enugu East and 
Enugu South because they have the urban 
and rural areas . The · Golf Estate is nearly 
rural and I understand it is the rural area. 
The government should do something to 
develop it, to tar the roads there. I say so 
because the people and countries of South 
Asia, such as Japan, Taiwan, urbanized their 
rural areas and today they have what we call 
infectious development. 

His Excellency's urbanization of rural 
areas will bring more development, more 
poverty reduction and I know that may be 
before he leaves office, nearly poverty 
eradication in our State will nearly be a 

· reality. · 
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Social Services: The author of 
democracy dividend in this part of the 
world have again called for more social 
democracy for our people. No sane man 
will criticize this sector. It is said that our 
people, I mean the lgbos are lagging oehind 
now in education. · Our sons are now drop
outs from schools. Very soon, we will 
produce literate ·mothers and illiterate 
fathers . That will be a problem in future. 

.Information: Mr Speaker, it has been 
observed that information gap between the 
high ahd the low and · between the 
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government and the governed create social 
problems. There, Mr Speaker, my people of 
Idoma do not have information O.t;l what the 
government is going. In Enugtl State, we 
have three languages; the Igbos;:1 the lgaJlas 
and the Idomas. In Enugu State here, the 
Igbos are there for Ndi-lgbo Deje, the 
Igallas are there for !galla Mewa, the 
Idomas are not there and every human 
being, every living thing needs information 
around him or her. Even the animals need 
information. 

. His Excellency was aro,und for 
campaign in this area, and he promised that 
these languages will be' integrated in our 
system I mean in the ESBS!TV and ESBS 
AM and FM. I am reminding the executive 
to do something about that. By Secti6n 39 
(1) and (2), these people are entitled to that 
under the constitution of the Federal 
Republic ofNigeria. 

Community and Neighbourhood 
Development: Igbos are known for self
help. This budget is for integration. :· We 
should participate, all should pary:icip'ate in 
the Community Development County 
Council (CDCC) programme. There, Mr 

. Speaker, I have to refer to Dr. Martin 
Lurther King (Jnr) and I quote: if you 
cannot fly, you run, if you cannot run, you 
walk. If you cannot walk, by all means 
keep moving Here I mean we should work 
like a trinity, like a · team to help · the 
Governor to achieve the aims , and 
objectives of this government. Mr Speaker, 
the greatest enemy of man, which is tit~e, is 
kicking against me. , \ii 

Legislature: I thank the executivd for 
the democracy dividend we are now 
having. I am saying that it should not relent 
at this stage. l am saying that it should be 

I! 
ll 

01' 

'II 

ii 
• ''PI •i 11 • 

lifted more. The legislative House is where 
the democracy is practiced. The real 
democracy is practiced on the Floor of this 
House, and we are saying that the allocation 

,.to this arm of the government should be 
released and as when it is due. 

Mr Speaker, I beg to rest my 
contribution. I wish the budget to be passed 
accordingly. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North) : Mr Speaker, 
fellow hon. members, it is my wish to 
contribute on this 2004 plan of action of 
Integration. I stand to say that my people 
whom I represent in this honourable House 
are very much at home with the contents of 
this budget on the ground that they hope 

, that the budget will be carried out to the 
letter. We note that Udi North is well 
represented in th is budget. We equally note 
that last year's budget Udi Notih was 
remembered but not implemented. We pray 
that the constraint of last year's budget shall 
not occur this year to the good plans of the 
Executive to my people this year, which has 

· to do with the Enugu Ring road network. 
The one that traverses through Udi N01th 
that will make it possible for the three Local 
Governments in that area to be linked, that 
is; Akpakwume Nze, Afa, down to Awhum, 
shall see the light of the day at the end of 
this year. I am making this special remark 
and prayer because we note that the budget 
has some reasonable deficit that the source 
of income, the total money expected for the 
year is not up to the total amount to be 
spent, because the sources of generation of 
about 6.8 billion Naira is not yet known. So, 
the people ofUdi North are praying that the 
pati of the budget that has to do with Udi 
North be given a priority in the available 
resources. 
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That aside, we equally note this budget 
has a lot of good intentions for the 
upliftment of the State, Enugu, and we are 
in support that the budget be passed. I wish 
to plead with my Colleagues that having 
seen that the Executive needs additional 
amount of about N6.8 billion which source 
of generation is not yet known, that we step 
down any intention to increase this deficit 
and shift it to next year since we all know 
that the night does not end the day. Those 
that were not included this year may be 
included in the next year's plan of action, 
and resources available for that year used to 
execute them. Part of my reasons is for us 
to see that this House, when we pass this 
Appropriation Bill, will be happy at the end 
of the year to sit and say, yes, we passed a 
Bill for execution of specified projects and 
we are happy to see the funds were used as 
approved. But when we have too much 
deficit, definitely what we have planned 
without providing for, cannot be executed. 
That is the basis on which I am appealing to 
my Colleagues that we pass this 
Appropriation Bill as it is without further 
inflation of a deficit. 

I 
Second Stage. I stand to say that today we 
have concluded the Second Stage of that 
Bi!Ui The House Committee on Finance and 
Appropriation and Judiciary will send their 
report as appropriate. I wish to express my 
happiness to all of you for a job well done. 
In pursuance to Section 64, Sub-section 5, 
the Bill stands committed to the Committee 
of the Whole House otherwise called the 
Committee of Supply. I thank you very 
much for your wonderful contributions, I 

· say, to God be the Glory. 

rl i1 :: .ANNOUNCEMENT 
!t 

1 Mr ·Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
we will meet for about two minutes on the 
rising ofthe House in my office. It will not 
last longer than two minutes, please. 

11-· ADJOURNMENT 
I' I! 
Jl 

Leader (Mr K. Ebenyi) : Mr Speaker, 
hom colleagues,, I humbly move that the 
House do now adjourn til! on Thursday 22"d 
January; 2004 at 1 0 a.m. 

I 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): Mr 

._,, 

.~. 

;"1'-
~ 

Mr Speaker, with this few comments, I 
wish to end my contribution here and plead 
that we give the budget a passage. In the · 
absence of any other hon. member wishing 
to contribute fllliher, may I ask, Mr 
Speaker, that the Question be now put. 
Thank you . 

Speaker~ I beg to second the Motion. · ..c 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do now 
~djourn till Thursday 22"d January, 2004 at 
10 a.m. ,;. 

!, .,1 
~il j 

Question, That Question be now put, put j"· . Adjourned accordingly at 2.32 p.m. 
and agreed to. " ' 

Bill accordingly read the Second Time. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleague, 
the Enugu State of Nigeria Appropriation 
Bill No. 8, 2004 has now gone through the 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGEI}l:A,''Ji: 
d ' 

Thursday,22n January, 2004 
,I 

(The House met at 10 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS I " .,. 

q >41 :~ ' 
1 1 ll I 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
our Votes and Proceedings No. 47, dated 

'I 
20th January, 2004 are before us. • I have 

II ' 
· gone through them and found .them to be 
correct. · However, I wish to calli for your 
comments. Thank you. 

Mr J . N. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): Mr 
Speaker; Sir, I have equally gone through 
the Votes and Proceedings and found them 
to be correct. I now move for their 
adoption. Thank you. ,, )I 'I 

\lil . ,.! 

~·· Deputy Leader (Mr P. Anikwe): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to second the 
Motion for the adoption of the Votes and 
Proceedings. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday 2(/11 

January, 2004 accordingly adopted. ' ' 

I s~o, 

l 
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PRESENTATION OF BILL 

THE ENUGU STATE UNIVERSITY OF 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

EDICT (AMENDMENT) 
BILL, NO. 2004. 

A Bill for a Law to further amend the 
Enugu State University of Science and 
Technology Edict 1996 as Amended, 
presented by the Leader of the House (Mr 
Ebenyi), and read the First Time. 

Leader (Mr K. Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, may I humbly move that the Bill be 
read a Second Time. 

•1 Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I have 
risen to second the Motion. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
you have heard the Motion as proposed and 
seconded. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, once more, the 
Bill before this honourable House, ie, the 
Enugu State University of Science and 
Technology Edict (Amendment) Bill, No. 1, 
2004 is an amendment Bill which seeks to 
further mend the original Edict, as 
amended. The Enugu State University of 
Science and Technology amendment edict 
1998 established such campuses as colleges, 
faculties, institutions, schools, extra moral 
departments and other teaching and research 
units within the confines of the University. 
Mr Speaker, before this time, in 1998, an 
edict was enacted by the then Military 
Administrator of Enugu State which made 
provision for the establishment of College 
of Health Science at Nsukka. The cost of 
running this College is so enormous that it 
is becoming so unbearable for the State 
Government and the University. All the 
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lecturers that lecture at the College of 
Health Science Nsukka go from Enugu to 
Nsukka every day to deliver lectures, and 
one can imagine the high risk of traveling 
the express road from Enugu to Nsukka. 

Thus, this makes it very hard for good 
lecturers who are willing to take such high 
risk as to travel to Nsukka from Enugu 
everyday to be hired by the institution. As 
you can see, at Nsukka, all the lecturers that 
lecture at Health Sciences, Nsukka come 
from Abakaliki and they go from there 
everyday and come back to Enugu and 
others will go back to Abakaliki. Because 
of the high risk they are taking, when you 
approach any of the lecturers you can 
hardly get anyone to accept to go to Nsukka 
to lecture. The amount of money they will 
charge for undertaking such risk will also 
be enormous. At last, you find out that it is 
only mediocre lecturers, those who do not 
have anything to do that will accept to go to 
Nsukka and lecture these students. 

I 
Again, Mr Speaker, if one takes a look 

all over the world, one finds that University 
campuses are always situated within the 
area of the University. You do not have 
one campus here and other satellite 
campuses everywhere. It does not make for 
easy administration of the University. If 
the College of Health Sciences is 
established in Enugu, it would enable the 
School to enjoy the services of experts and 
consultants from UNTH and Park Lane 
Specialist Hospitals. These are institutions 
that have been well established for a long 
time. 

Mr Speaker, this time around that the 
country, especially the State Government, 
is talking of meager financial resources, it 
is very, very wise that we should bring back 

this Calnpus of the University to where the 
main Institution is, so that we should reduce 
the cost and produce high quality students. 
Mr1'Speaker, I therefore specifically urge my 
Colleagues to please, support this very 
imp'ortant Amendment Bill so that it can be 
passed. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen from my seat to 
support this import Amendment of the 
already existing Edict. lfyou go through the 
proposed amendment of that law, you will 
discover that, primarily, the democratic 
'characteristic of our Governor is yet to be 
)imparted in the existing law where we have 
Military Administrators when we are now 
really running a democratic government and 
that is sufficient enough for such 
amendment. 

Mr Speaker, on the issue of the essence 
of the University as a teaching institute, you 
will .discover that I am privileged as a 
M~mber of Education Committee of this 
Hdi.tse to know that the Medical Depattment 
of the University is yet to be accredited. 
And the major problem is the issue of a 
teaching hospital formally affiliated to the 
university. 

You will recall that last time we passed a 
Bill upgrading the existing Park Lane 
General Hospital to a Specialist Hospital. 
The Bill was intended in good fate to 
actualize the proper and practicable 
administration of the medical students and 

1the medical unit of this only University of 
!Science and Technology, the first of its kind 
I ' 

in Nigeria. We will not be doing our people 
a.ny good if we continue to admit students 
into the school of medicine and at the end 
of it all they will not graduate and even if 
they graduate they will not be cettificated, 
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because the course is not accredited by the 
National University Commission. 

1 I ,] 111.l' .11 
, I j' 

I, think this Bill is primarily "seeki,ng .:to 
bring into effect the actual and", authentic 
existence of the medical .unit of the Enugu 
State University of Science and 
Technology. Like the last speaker said, Mr 
Speaker, we have two existing Hospitals 
within the vicinity ofEnugu which can now 
help if this Health College is re-established 
here in Enugu. I know Enugu State 
comprises Nsukka but we are talking of the 
vicinity ofEnugu. . h,l :: I, 

I ,· ' · " jl1 
Mr Speaker, I have no doubt in my •mind 

that the good intent ·'of this' amendm~'nt ;is 
sought ' in the law primarily ~~ let us 
understand that we , are, under 1 the 
democratic governmeht. ' We ha~e in the 
Edict the issue of Military Administrator 
and this Bill seeks to replace such 
terminology wherever it exists with the 
Governor, a democratically elected 
Governor and for that matter a perfoqning 
Governor. So, Mr Speaker, the good intent 
of this Bill is that it will first of all be an 
honour to this House that the long awaited 
accreditation of the most famous medical 
department of Enugu State University of 
Science and Technology is actualized when 
our own voice was added to it. It will also 
be a greater honour to this honourable 
House and a greater responsibility and a 
reflection of our responsiveness to the 
greater majority of our students in Enugu 
State. Mr Speaker, I therefore call on my 
Colleagues to give ' this partic,ular 
amendment Bill its due passage. ·:1\ 

li 
Mr J. N. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): Mr 

Speaker, I am happy ·to be giyen the 
opportunity to support this all-important 
Bill. All -important in the fact that for any 
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meaningful society to progress, education 
1 has got to be taken seriously in all its 

ramifications. Democracy is good; that is 
, why it is a grad~al process to change Edict 
•into Law and , in doing this a lot of 
considerations are taken. 

Like my Colleagues had earlier 
observed, Enugu State University of 
Science and Technology (ESUT) as at now 
remains in history, the only university that 
Enugu State has but it surprises me that up 
till now the faculty of medicine is yet to be 
given its due status. I believe that taking 
these steps, sooner or later we shall all 
achieve our objective whereby this faculty 
of medicine will be ' recognized 
internationally. In like manner, I think that • 
the University of Nigeria, Nsukka has its 
Faculty of Medicine here in Enugu and the 
Faculty of Medical Teaching should also be 
a stone throw from the main campus. My 
Colleagues have already observed that the 
purpose of this Bill is for continuity because 
a lot of the teaching and learning 
effectiveness on the faculty will be realized 
if it is close to the main campus of the 
faculty. 

On the issue of risk on the lecturers and 
students it is not only carving out a branch 
of a faculty that matters; what really matters 
is the effectiveness of the faculty because 
the academic welfare of the lecturers must 
be taken into consideration because 
traveling very far might increase the risk 
involved and the students actually ought to 
live very close to the main faculty. 
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So, I think the intent of this Bill is very 
well articulated as has earlier been 
observed. It is just for the purpose of 
continuity and effectiveness, because the 
Enugu State University of Science and 
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Technology is not only concerned with the 
number of students it produced, but also 
with the quality of students and the clinical 
teaching standards of the students. This 
will ensure that in future both critically and 
practically any graduate from that 
University of Medical Faculty will be 
definitely proud that he or she has gone 
through the medical training in that 
University. All these things will be 
possible if the teaching and learning 
atmosphere are closely monitored. 

Mr Speaker, 1 think, there is every good 
intent in that Bill. That is why I am urging 
my fellow hon. Colleagues to look at it 
from the positive angle and I will be happy 
at the end that the Bill is given its due 
passage. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I wish to add to the speeches 
of argument made by my hon. Colleagues 
that had spoken earlier. The amendment of 
this Bill is highly welcome. It is welcome 
in the sense that States where this type of 
institut ion is established, there are various 
faculties, schools, etc. within the 
University. 

There are lots of reasons adduced by my 
hon. Colleagues against the different 
campuses scattered all over the State due to 
emergency demands. For instance, we have 
the UNTH here in Enugu, it plays a great 
role in the servicing of a~ademic pursuits of 
the University of Nigeria, Enugu Campus 
(UNEC). The Faculty of Law is very close 
to Secretariat where we have the Court of 
Law. The reasons for the above could be 
apportioned to long military dictatorship in 
Nigeria. However, one would have loved 
to continue making contributions on the 
debate, but based on the facts adduced by 

' 'I 

my 1 bon. Colleagues and some State 
functions yearning for the attention of the 
hon: Members, it made most Members to be 
silent, meaning that they have given their 
consent to the Bill. I therefore urge Mr 
Speaker to put the Question. Thank you, 
Sir. 

Mr Speaker: I object to that Motion. 
Please I need more contributions from the 
Floor. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): Mr 
Speaker,, Sir, !'thought I made a Motion that 
you put the Question? 

' 
Mr Speaker: I have the right to over

rule your Motion. 

· Mr J. U. Onoh (Enugu N011h): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to Second the Motion . 

II 
~ : I I ) 

· Mr Speal<er: The hon. Member for 
Emigu North (Mr Onoh), does not need to 
second the Motion. I have over-ruled and 
there is no Motion on the Floor of the 
House for now. I need more comments on 
this very debate. 

Mr E. C. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, the Bill before the House is of 
high impact. It is trying to bring some 
cohesion in the academic business of Enugu 
State University of Science and Technology 
(ESUT). The essence of this Second 
Campus at Nsukka to be brought within the 
environment where Enugu State University 
of Science and Technology is situated is 

, • I I I 

very Important. . 

I was at the University of Ibadan not 
long ago, the University Teaching Hospital 
at Ibadan was sited within the Medical 
Departn1ent 

1 
of 1 the 

1 
University so that 

I 

I I'" ,I ' 
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students could wi:lik from the Main Campus 
to other departments. It will make fof. easy 
academ ic environment, where'',, students 

I I 

could interact with Colleagues
1
;:;,of pther 

departments in the University. I have also 
visited University of Lagos and I saw that 
the Medical Depa1tment is situated within 
Lagos. It was easy for students to move 
from the Main Campus to 'other 
departments. Just like in the Secondary 
Schools where boarding system is 
established, students stay together to carry 
out thei r academic interactions. :Students 
can now study t~gether. ,, 

1 
, , • I j[; ' 

I 'll 
The issue of scattering Campuses 1,!does 

not make for healthy academic 
perfonnance. It is better not to\ stagger 
University Campuses. "' Having ·I:Medical 
Department of Enugu State University of 
Science and Technology at Nsukka where 
nothing like academic work is happening, 
should not be encouraged. It will produce 
students that are half-baked. Most of the 
lecturers do not like going there. It is better 
to locate the Medical Campus within Enugu 
where both the lecturers and students will 
have cordial academic environment. I am 
highly in suppOit of this Bill. 

am therefore asking my hon. 
Colleagues to support the passage of this 
Bill. I do not intend to ask Mr Speaker to 
put the Question. I believe that more 
Members are interested to talk in favour of 
th is all-important Bill. I am therefore 

.lo 

requesting my Colleagues to help thisiJ Bill 
excel. Thank you, Mr Speak~r. • . ~j 1 

Mr A. 0. Chigbo (Uzo Uwani): 1i Mr 
Speaker, Sir, based on the documents 

' ' I 
available here, the Gazette establishing the 
Enugu State University of Science and 

. 

; 

'·' I I 

' 

·~ I I 

I 

I 

~~~· 
~I 1,, 
~· 
~ 

\i 
~··1-lt 

' " ' ,l 
~ I~ 

I 
~h 
'!: 
:lj 

·Technology (ESUT) was promulgated In 

1996. 
,, 
: Its first amendment took place in 1998 
two years after, the Second amendment took 
place on 27'h January I 999. It is third 
amendment we are talking of today 22"d 
January, 2004. This is five years after. Mr 
Speaker, Sir, based on this, if you subtract 
four years from five years, that His 
Excellency, Dr Chimaroke Nnamani has 
served this State, you will observe that the 
military, within two years, have effected 
amendments up to one to two years, after 
the first amendment had taken place. 
I 
·I 
, In paragraph 2( e) of the document 

available to the House, you will observe in 
that Section that Abakaliki was deleted to 
insert Nsukka. Today, we are talking of 
deleting Nsukka to insert Enugu . Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I want to make a remark on 
family life. That was the reasons some 
people detest getting married to a lady 
working under the Federal establishment 
because of the issue of staying together. If 
you, the wife is here in Enugu, the husband 
will be posted to work in Abuja the life and 
mutual understanding of the family 
becomes a problem. So this very 
amendment is seeking to bring the 
University and Faculty of Medicine 
together and that was how the marriage 
issue comes into play. I am in full support 
of this amendment so that ESUT Medial 
School will now remain with the parent 
body. Mr Speaker, Sir based on the 
aforementioned points, I hereby move that 
the Question be put. 

Question, That the Question be now put, 
put and agreed to. 

Main Question put and agreed to . 
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Bill accordingly read the Second Time. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
the Enugu State University of Science and 
Technology Amendment Bill No. I, 2004 
has now been read the Second time. I thank 
you very much for your contributions. 

Leader (Mr Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, the 
Bill, having been read the Second time, 
may I now move that the House resolves 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House for the purpose 1 of considering the 
Bill. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): I have 
risen to second the Motion that the Bill be 
considered in the Committee of the Whole 
House as moved by the Leader, (Mr 
Ebenyi). 

Question put and agreed to 

THE ENUGU STATE UNIVERSITY OF 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY · 

EDICT (AMENDMENT) , 
BILL, NO.1, 2004. .. 

A Bill for a Law to further amend the 
Enugu State University of Science and 
Technology Edict 1996 as amended -
(Considered in the Committee ofthe Whole 
House). 

SECTION 2 (INTERPRETATION) ,. -
ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

SECTION 3 - (AMENDMENT OF 
SECTION 3) - ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 

SECTION 4 - (AMENDMENT of Section 
5)- ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

!I 1032 

I 

SECTION 5 - (AMENDMENT Statute of . 
13)- ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

!I' 

SECTION 6 - (GENERAL 
AMENDMENT) - ordered to stand part of 
the Bill. 

SECTION 7 - (REPEAL) - ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

TITLE - agreed to 

ENACTMENT - (Short title and Date of . 

j,Co.~me~cement ). 
t I 

. Mr Speaker: When is the Bill taking 
effect? 

Several hon. Members: The 
commencement date should be today 
(22/01/2004). '• ' 

' I 

• '
1
Short Title and Date of Commencement 

II 
- agreed to. 

iii 
, , 'Leader (Mr K Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, 

may I now move that the Enugu State 
University of Science and Technology Law 
(Amendment) Bill No. I, 2004 be read the 
Third time. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read the Third time and 
passed;l!l 1 

, ,Ill 

j;: !! Mr .,:: speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
the Enugu State University of Science and 
Technology Law (Amendment) No. I, Bill 
has been passed. I wish to express my 
happiness to everyone of you for your 
cooperation . More importantly, like I said 
earlierjlthis Bill came here some couple of . 
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days ago and I am aware ~h(\t not ejVery hon. 
Member was around because it.,'came just 

I !, •U 
last 

1 
night. I thank you f9r yo

1
pr pro~pt 

articulation and understanding; I thank you 
for your cooperation; 'I thank you for the 
efforts made to ensure the passing of this ' 
important Bill. To God be the Glory. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Invitation 
!' ,, 

Mr Speaker: All the hon. Members are 
invited to a function at I the Old Eastern 
House of Assembly. Sjnye we ar~: all 
invited, I appeal that we shall all move for 
the function after the rising of tl;l~ Hbuse 
because' all of us are expected to be .there. ' 

I I II I 
I• 

Appeal to Joint Committees 

equally appeal that the Joint 
Committees of the House on Finance and 
Appropriation endeavours· to forward ': the 
reports on 2004 Appropriation Bill at ' the 

~ " next sitting on Tuesday, 27 ' January, 2004 
since we were not able 'to do justice to the 
Bill before today. However, I depend on 
your cooperation. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader (Mr K Ebenyi): Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. May I move that the House do 
now adjourn till Tuesday, 27th Janual):', 
2004, at 10 a.m. ; 1 \ ~[i 

• I - · ~II 

:!II I 
Late Chief Sa,m Mbakwe . :11 .1 1 

II 
Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 

Speaker, 1 rise to s~cond 1 th~ Motion for 
adjournment and in doing so, I wish to 
make some statements concerning the death 
of late Chief Sam Mbakwe, the former 

I Governor of Imo State. I am doing so 
· because it will not be proper that such a 
personality of his caliber died and his name 
was not mentioned in this honourable 
House. I sincerely pray God to give his 
family the heart to bear the loss. Thank you 
very much. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourn till Tuesday 27th January, 2004, at 
10 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at .J2.13 p.m. 
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' . 

HOUSE OF ASSEM~L Y :::J 
ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

·1 1 Ill' 
I~ Tuesday, 27'11 January, l20041

1 

' I •I 

(fhe House met at 10 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

~~ 
I 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS . '' l '', ' 

I ~~·~ , ._ r 
I' I • 'I :If 

Mr Speaker: Order Paper No. 49, Tuesday 
27'h Jan\-lary 2004, item, 3, Approval of ~otes 
and 1 Proceedings. Honourable Colleagues, 
before us are our Votes and Proceedings Nol 48, 
dated Thursday , 22"d 1day :: of J~nuary,j 2p04. 11 
have gone through them, ·and to the best of my 
knowledge, I think they a1:e con·ect. I wish to 
call on Members for their contributions. So that 
we can give it a legal backing. 

Mr C. Ugwu (Enugu East II): I have equally 
gone through Our Votes' and Pro~eedings of 
22"d 1anuary, 2004 and found them to b~ 
COITect. ' I therefore move for their adoption. i 

1 1 1 " • I 'IJII~ 1'· 
f' 1!, I 

Mr J. Onoh (Enugu North): I stand to 
second the Motion as moved by my Colleague. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of Thursday, 22"'1 

January, 2004 accordingly adopted 

REPORT OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE' 
ON FINANCE AND JUDICIARY, I:UBLIC 
PETITIONS, ETHICS AND PRIVILEGES 
t RE: THE ENUGU STATE OF :til 

' NIGERIA 2004 APPROPRIA TION1. 
BILL NO.8, 2003 Iii! I 

I i i' I I ' 11t ,, I 
Chairman, Joint Committee on· ·Finance 

and Appropriation, Judiciary, Public · 
Petitions and Ethics and Privileges (Mr J 
Onoh) : Preamble: Sequel to the presentation 'of 
the Enugu State 2004 Appfopriation Bill to th is 

I 

I 
I• 

honourable House by His Excellency, the 
Executive Governor of Enugu State, on 23'd day 
of December, 2003 ; and after its adoption and 
sGccessful First reading, the Bill was referred to 
the above Joint Committee for consideration. 

This Budget of twenty two billion, two 
hundred and ninety eight million, eight hundred 
and twenty nine thousand, six hundred Naira, 
which is aptly christened ' Budget of 
Integration', is sub-divided into 
N12,410,829,600 and N9,888,000,000 for 
recun·ent and capital expenditures respectively. 
Its policy thrust is poverty eradication and 
economic empowe1ment of the people. 

t GENERAL COMMENTS: in view of both 
the importance of the Bill and the urgency 
inherent in its passage, the Joint Committee had 
some plenary sessions, studied the estimate 
sector by sector and component by component 
and then resolved to conduct budget defense for 
Ministries and Extra-Ministerial Departments, 
with a view to ensuring that their areas of felt 
need were clearly reflected and not neglected in 
the budget. 

: .. Notwithstanding • the restriction imposed by 
time, the Joint Committee had some wide
ranging discussions with representatives of 
virtually all the Ministries and Extra-Ministerial 
Departments, including the Offices of the 
Executive Governor, Deputy Governor, SSG, 
SPA (Political and Local Government Affairs), 
Accountant-General, Auditor-General, among 
others. 

The benefits of the discussions were 
significant and far reaching as some salient 
explanations and suggestions were exchanged. 

' I I 

t 2004 REVENUE ESTIMATES: The 
Committee meticulously appraised the 2003 
Revenue estimate i.e. recurrent revenue under 
the following heads, 401, 402, 403, 404, 405, 
406, 407, 408, 409, 41 0; as well as capital 
receipts summary. 
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Nonetheless it was th e n:cnmmendntion ol' 
the Committee that the r::-;ecutivc ought to 
devise h1ore effect ive 1vays <ll. generating and 
enhancing revenue in ternall1· to supplement 
significantly the State share oi'.F·:edentl ReVCill;e. 

RECURRENT EXP I::ND ITUI(E 
ESTIMATES: The Committee ana lyzed the 
allocation meant for the Heads under l7 i1·st 
Schedule (clause 3) of the Bill and being 
mindful of the · Administmtion "s avowed 
com mi tment to (a) prompt pa)•mcnt nl' s<·il:'ll'ics . 
allowances and other entitlements to ci1·il 
servants; ·(b) lnc1·ease9 ov.erheud cos ts ilrclucling 

1 subvention/) to · ··l)a,·astatak;. \and l rert~ary 
li1stituti'ons; (c) proposed payment· ol· pensions 
and gratuities to retired civil servants; and (d) 
Additional provisions for 

1 

the newly created 
·Ministry · cif Human Development ancl Poverty 
RedLicti on atid other non-mini stc1·ial 
depa1'tments. withou t hesitation , n.:commendecl 
lor approva l the sums attached to the l(ll kming 
heads respecti vely 4 1 ~. -+I ~ .1\.-.f I :211.-+ 12C. 
41~0. 4 13. 4 13 A, 4 138. 413C. 414.414/\.415. 
415A, 416, 417, 4 18.-41 8A. 4,1813 . 418C. 4,19. 
4 19A, 420, 420A, 421. 422. 423. 424.425.426. 
427 ' 428, 429, 430, 431, 432 . 433 . 434, 43 5, 
436,437,438,439and440. 

In broad terms, the above constitute 
Personnel Costs, Ove rhe::td Costs (including 
subventions) and Consolidated Revenue Fund 
Charges (CR.FC) · and the sums amounted to 
twelve . billion, · tour llunsJ red and len 

1
Milliun . 

eight hun9red · an·d twe·nty ni.'1e thOLtS\1nd ,six 
hundred Nai ra (N l 2.4 l !U)2LJ.61JO) only. 

CAPITAL EXPEN DITU RL I~STI MATES : 

Second Sched ul e (clause 5) the puliey ul' the 
government here is a doub le-barreled nne: to 
provide more socio-economic amen it ies to her 
citi zenry, and two; to reposition the St~1lc 
unwaveringly on the path ol' mainstream 
integrated developi11ent and sustained gmwth . 

The Co1i1mittee ali gned i;sc ll' with th~sc 
noble object ives. albe it i-vith amendmen ts in the 
torm of recommendati ons to this honourable 
House based on prioriti zat ions <lnd !l:lt-nced . 

I<• 

. l 

The l[~ommittce 'e:-;amincd each Head and 
mo1·e cri1ticall y tOLl. th e va ri ous subheads and 
made the l'ollowing recom mendations. 
I II' ' ' 
H~:at!l q 200~ Atldirional Slllll Tu rnl :1111011111 

Suilhr:ul hllli!_!C f l't'lfl l irt•d • t'N'c.u nmrndcd for· 

..J :-'0 

..1.:'1 

.J:':! 

-153 
..15-1 
...1:'-1.'\ 

lj' i I ilJI)IrUVll l Nl\1 ~o.'\: 
Rrt n:ldts 

l ftl .5UU J(d ,;\llO 

J\.500 J l 500 J 
2 1.2511 .:! 1.2511 
2.0011 2.000 

15110110 1:\II .IHI\1 

IW.IIOO II O!ltl 'JI .!l!ltl 

13 This upward review was adjudged 
e:-;pedient to enable he Ministry 
co pe ·with. the requiremen.ts of Sub 

i! - head 13. The N2 m allocated would 
•'

1
1 rr ~i!1 ' be grossly inadeq uate. . With the ~ 

I'll fl ' til "-' . ' ~ 

f::'• :r: 
1

;!; · additional .~ I I 111 , . if appro;ed, 
1 

" 'l 1.": would sufttce lor the State 
I Counterpart fund or N7m and the " 

455 

456A 
457 

!; 

·;,: 111'. , I 
' i!f 

I! 

1: : ,, .. 

458 
45 SA 
459 
460 

14 

/1 
·:t· 

519 ' 
!J 

energi zation and c.xpansiun ol" the 
V -sat net wo1'k . 

1,000.000 - 1.000.000 
60,000 60,000 
55.00 - 55.00 
2.000.000 - 2,000 000 
Amend sub-head 2 to read: 9" Mi le 
Corner Aguobu-Owa-Oio-
Umulokpa-Nkpologwu Road and 
add an adcl il itmnl si1bhcad 46 In 
read: . Aguohu-(Ji"u noli" Enugu 
Onilsha E~prc,ss Wav. N60M was 
allncmed to il withnu l •ilkcling !he 
total o1'2.0UIJ.(l01l 
1.071 .000 - 1.071 .000 
33.200 - . 33.200 
972.800 - 972.800 
129.500 13 .000 142.500 

''I'' ·II 

An additional sum of N 13m was 
1·ecommended to augment the N2m 
already allncated to . Enugu State 
Printing & Pu blishing Corporation 
to r. the purchase. installation and 
refurbishment or vital components 
to 1 enable it pertorm · its ro le o J' 
propagating the good WOI'~S or His 
Exce llency. and di ssemini:Hing ·the · 
programmes and po lici es of the 
State Government. 

II' 
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!I'·· ,t 
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~ ,· ;., ~' II ~ 

· '' '
1 !11:'! ' II ;;I 'Total Capital Estimates (Excluding Committee's 

460A 7.000 4.000 11.000 !i•l I An 'j I 

,addit!,onal ~.~m wa~~ I • . •recomtlended to, ,. , ' . ' l supplia, t tll.e Nlm , 
,. allocated for Park . Devel~pment. 'This , 

I wo.uld service as a 
gradual step 

' towards building 
·the tourism industry 
in the State. " 

! ... ~.· •i 

Head/S 2004 ji ' 'A.dd.ition ~otal ~~I 
ubheaq budget .a! sum: . aJ;tJount 

'" 
' 

Nm :required recomme 1 .I 
I I ' " ~ Nm nded 1foq 

' •1 I 
I I I 1; ,I I 1 ,. t Appro~a! l Jl

1 
,1 

I ' I ,,. I I c I . Nm ·' ' 1 

461 33.000 - ' ' 33.000 
461A 40.000 10.000 50.000 

3 & 7 An additional sum of NlOm was 
recomn:~nded. fo!' the equiprpent of _Sl,<ill 
Acquts ttton· 1 Centt'e. l' and \ :1 ~ocat,wnal 
Rehabilitation Centre, Emene. This upw~d 
review shall give force to the PolicY,:Thrust. ~f 
developing human potentials ' and ,il: reducing 

. ' I !' f 
~~rty. J I ., 
462 750.000 - 750.000 I 

463 590.000 - 590.000 I 

463 75.000 - 75.000 
A ·· 
464 9.500 ~ " 9.500 
465 499.500 - 499.500 
466 485.000 - 485.000 
467 1,492.950 - I 1;492.950 

. 11'1 : 
18 1 The Committee \recommendep • that tl1is · 

sub-head (Skills Acquisition Centres) , be 
transferred to Head 461A, that is;l w6men 
Affairs and Social Development. I J'll

1 

:· 1 
1 

r •1. 1 f ' 

I 468 ·t 138.3oo ··1 \- r - ]'138.3oo 1 

Total Recurrent Estimates::= Nl2,410,829,600. 

!!!.! I 

additional recommendations)= N9,888,000,000. 
. ;rota! = N22,298,829,600. 
1
Additional . Recominendations from .the Joint 
Committt:<e = Nl.lm -t N13m +·N4m + NIOm = 

N38m. 
Grand total = N22,298,829,600 + 38,000,000 = 
N22,336,829,600. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, · having come this far, the 
Joint Committee observed that for the full 
realization of the objectives/policies of the 
government, a kind of regulatory mechanism 
ought to be put in place to rarryout periodic 
monitoring. of projects with a view to ensuring 
tpat monies allocated we~e strictly meant and 
utilized for the projects/purposes they were 
earmarked for. 
II 

It was the view of the Committee that the 
government should always endeavour not to 
default in paying its own counterpatt fund in the 
case of projects with foreign component so as 
not to impair the progress of the project or even 

1
terminate. its implemet)tation, 

The Committee also appraised the state of 
Rangers lnternatio~al Football Club and found 
the need to urge the govemment to re-invigorate 
the club which has been the darling and identity 
of the lgbo race. The club, if well motivated, 
would serve as a beautiful index tor measuring 
the achievements of the State Government. 

As we convey our thanks to the Members of 
the Joint Committee for their ecimmitment, we 
humbly appeal to this honourable House to 
accept and consider favourably these 
recommendations of the Committee. 

I , 
•II I also thank the Secretary of the House 
Committee on Finance and Appropriation, Mr 
Emeka Aro and Mr Jude Chukwu the Secretary 
to the House Committee on Judiciary, Public 
Petitions, Ethics , and Privileges, and also my 
hon. colleagues i.n the Joint Committee tor their 
immense contributions which made the process 
of this Report possib le. I thank you al l. 
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Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I move that 
the Report ti·om the Joint Committee on Finance 
and Appropriation; Judiciary, public Petition, 
Ethics and Privileges on Enugu State 
Appropriation Bill, 2004 be accepted for 
immediate consideration. Thank you. 

Mr F. E. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I rise to second that Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Report from the 
accordingly accepted 
consideration. 

Joint 
for 

Committee 
immediate 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, having accepted 
the Report, may I now n1ove that the House 
resolve itself into a Committee of Supply for the 
purpose of considering the Repoti along with 
the original Bill. 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I rise to second that Motion. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed ro. 

THE ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 
APPROPRIATION BILL, 2004. 

A Bill for a Law to make provision of the 
sum of Twenty-two Billion, Two hundred and 
Ninety-eight Million, Eight hundred and 
Twenty-nine Thousand, Six hundred Naira 
(N22,298,829,600) to the services of the 
Government of Enugu State of Nigeria fo r the 
year ending 31st December, 2004 and for other 
related purposes - CONSIDERED IN THE 
COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY. 

The Chairman: 1-Ionou;·able Colleagu'es, I~t 
us first of all suspend 'the Title, Date of 
Co~mencement and Ena~tment, and proce~d 
with clause 2 of the Bill. I 

However, let us look at the Report, whether 
we are going to accept the Expenditure. It is no 
longer N22,298,829,600, what we are goi ng to 

have . in
1 

its place,'' if it is accepted by this 
+ ' .I 

honourao le House, is N22,336,829,600. ,,. 
: I HI! 
I ,1· 
i 1: 1

If it is the '-:'ish of this House, this amount as . 
recdh1mended 'by the Joint Committee shall · 
forfi1 the new Estimate for the year 2004. · 
' 'il !'I •jf II 0lq\ 

~: Mr Speaker: Page three of the committee 
report, si.Ib-head 450. First Schedule. 

Head 412- OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE 
GOVERNOR - Head 419 - MINISTRY OF 
HEALTH - ordered to stand part of the Bil/ 

I, ' 
\1 I ' . 

!-lead . 419A - HOSPITALS 
MANAGEMENT BOARD - Head 440 ....: 
rcoNSOLIDA TED '~ REVENUE I FUND 

]
CHARGES (CRFC) - ordered to siand part 
~: lj ,! 

tpan C?fthe schedule. 
' .~ :i '111 II 1 I ' 

•1 1 ~ . ' : l 1 

Head 430 - (MINISTRY OF WORKS AND 
TRANSPORT N380,880, 100) - ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

, Head 431 ' · - (CIVIL . SERVICE. 
' ·t 

COMMISSION - N32,090,400) - ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

' : 
I 

Head ., 432 - • (LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
SERVICE COMMISSION - N65,510,000) -

I I 

ordered to stand part of the Bill. 
I,,, II ltlll 
'" I 'I' 

,:. !~lead ~133 - ·(OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR-

GENERAL OF THE STATE N40,805,000) 
ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Heaa 434 - (OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR
'GENERAL FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT -

, N18,630,100) - ordered to stand part oflhe Bill. 

~ ' ,.. . i : . 
1'l:' Head 1~~35 ·_t , (POST PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
rA~Aqpy1ENT BOARD - N3,637,173 l200)-:-
ord~red to, stand part of the Bill. · 1 

1 

I t i\' '/'to! 1: I I ''' , 

Head 436 - · (THE LEGISLATURE 
N283,661, 11 0) - ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 
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Head 437 .. j - : (THE ,; 'j,.JUJ:?JCI{,fRY . : -
N468,136,410) - ordered to ~~tand1 part of the 

I I' • II I 
Bill. I 'I • li . ''I ! 1 ''· ' ' I •I, , . 

1 ~I I 

Head 438 - (JUDICIAL SERVICE 
COMMISSION - Nl8,131,710) - ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

Head 439 - (ENUGU STATE PRIMARY 
EDUCATION BOARD - N215,701,010) -
ordered to stand part of the Bill;' " ,, 

I • ~ I I' J: ,!.' . 
Head 440- (CONSOLIDATED,; REVENUE 

FUND CHARGES (CRFC) ..C:iN1,2~0,000,000) I 

1,-:- ordered to stand partt;Jfthe .Bi/1. lJil· 1lj'1 ·f' 
! 1.1: I I 1' ~·!.·~I J ,II I 1 ~. ~ t ! ~ . ~~ 

I• , ., - ~ 

Chairman, Committee on Finance and 
Appropriation (Mr Onoh): Mr Chairman, Sir; 
you will get the explanations and where to g~t . ' 
the amount of money, when it is due. · 

Mr E. Odo (lgbo-Etiti East): Mr Chairman, 
Sir, the rationale behind the increase, if you 
watch out properly, you will observe that the 
Ministry of Science and Technology was not 
really adequately provided for. There is a huge 
project that the UNICEF has attracted to the 
State. It is the establishment and control of over 
5000 Computers. Due to the capital funding of 1 1 

'·" · Clauses 450. - 45. 4, orderedlto S~and. Part o.if 
. " . 'I' I j 

1 , ( the ,Bdl. ,, lJ:,;,· 
1

1 ::\'· . . 

1

,', , ; 1 
• -I • ,jq j I _ ~; I I i1 ': li , 

the project, , it was meant for the coverage of ' · 
Enugu State and other Eastern ' States. tuckily, . ,. 
Enugu State was chosen as where it is to be:, 
mounted. The Programme will attract Investors 
and that could boost the economy of the State. 
Based on this, the Committee deemed it 
necessary to add the sum of eleven million Naira 

'I 

· ' 

Clause 454A': ~ (SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY) 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, look 
at Clause 454A, that is, where yve have jan 
additional Eleven Million Naira. If we look at 
the original Bill, it was Eighty Millioh Naira, 
and the Committee made an ~ddition ~f Eleven 
Million Naira. If they are added together, it will 
read Ninety One Million Naira. l hope hon. 
members are following? 

Several 
following. 

hon. members: Yes, we are 

Mr Speaker: Please I will not like the 
House to pass this Bill just for passing sake. 1 I 
will like the Committee on '; f.PPl·opriation ,to 
inform the House why there I, was ian increase, 

!' j ) ~~~ 
, . and where · they anticipate to , make-up for the ' 

•• 
1adqitional Eleven Million Naira, o~ \ where they 

1: 
1 
have . made the ' vire~1e~t. I Heco,llect that" I 

'
1
1 informed the Committee, that ~:should they have 

1 
' the desire to make increase :jpn . figures, t~ey 
must be aware or,. sure ' of where 1 to get the 
money. It is not a question of just including 
figures in the Bill. The Chairman, Committee 
on Finance and Appropriation should give the 
House explanations·on where to get this amount 
of money and why the

1
increaseip figures'. I 

,, •! jl),t ' I-~ 

to the already approved sum, · hoping that this 
could be sufticient for the Programme. Rather 
than ti·ustrate the intents of the Ministry, we 
made the addition realizing the fact that Science 
and Technology, ti·om the way the world is . , 

1 
• 

growing today, appears to be a very sensitive 
ministry, if managed properly . 

In consonance with these submissions, we 
felt that there was need to add to what has beeh 
allocated to it. I do not know if I have exactly 
mentioned the minds of the Members of the 
Committee. My hon. Colleagues who may wish 
to assist me in buttressing the facts could 
contribute please. Thank you, Mr Chairman. 

Leader: Mr Chairman, Sir, I have heard the 
explanations made by some hon. members on " 
the aJditions made on .that item. I want to 
know, from where the House could get the ' · 
additional two million Naira added to the ': 
ex1stmg sum. Where will the House get the 
money ti·om? Are we making deductions fr01n 
which Sub-Head? Thank you, Mr Chairman. 

Mr J. U. Onoh: Mr Chairman, Sir, we will 
get the additional amount from internally 
generated revenue. 

' I li' jl 'Ill 
li!l ' ~i ,:.i 
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An hon. Member: From Where? 

Mr J. U. Onoh: I mean internally generated 
I 

revenue. 

The Chairman: O.K. 

·Deputy Leader: Thank you, Mr Chairman . 
To be specific, the Federal Government, with 
the a1Tangement of the State, is required by 
agreement to pay seven million Naira, which 
they have already done. They have installed the 
machines, what only remains is the energization 
of the machines. The State is expected to pay a 
State counter-part sum of seven million Naira. 
Altogether already they have fourteen million 
Naira. The Ministry of Science and Technology 
has written more than seven letters to that 
effect. It is expected that another firm from 
Abia State will supply these particular machines 
to the State. When we talk of how to generate 
funds, the machines themselves are fund 
generating. Enugu State should contribute her 
quota to finance and install the machines. We 
cannot afford to waste these machines. The 
award of two million Naira to this all important 
Ministry of Science and Technology will help to 
lessen the matter. What we have done is what 
the people · that elected us will like us to ao. 
Thank you, Mr Chai1man. 

The Chairman: I do not have contrary 
views, I am very comfortable with the 
explanations of the hon . deputy Leader (Mr 
Anikwe). However, if any hon. member has 
contrary views, such a Member should feel free 
to make an imput. 

Leader: Mr Chairman, Sir, I will like to 
ascertain if the Ministry of Science and 
Technology was included in the Budget? 

'I 

Deputy Leade1·: I was able to observe that 
the Ministry of Science and Technology was not 
provided for in the Budget proposal and I was 
told it was a mistake. The Budget Committee 
detected it and incorporated the Ministry of 

1046 

Science and Technology. It was included during 
the Budget Defence. . 

I '' 'Deputy Speaker: With the explanation 
' being given by the Deputy Leader of the House 
(k/J\ Anikwe), I am being arrested by superior 
arg~ment, but the problem is that may be the 
government did not send their policies to the 
ministries before this budget and I am advising 
that they should do so in the next budget. 

Head 454A - as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 

Head 455 (RURAL ELECTRIFICATION) -
ordered to stcmd part of the Bill. 
( 

Ill ,, 

1 Head 456 (FINANCE) - ordered to stand 
!pari of tlie Bill. 

1 

,I I 

~ :~ead·: 456A 
1 

(BOARD OF INTERNAL 

REVENUE)- ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Head 457 (TRANSPORT) 

, !Deputy Leader: , . When the Ministry of 
Works I and Transport came for their budget 
defence~ we found that it was omitted. It was an · 
on-going project. Aguobu - Owa - Obunofia -
Ugwuoba -Enugu - Onitsha Expressway is an 
on-going project, already embarked upon by the 

1 State Government to which fifty per cent or 
' sixty-five per cent of the job has been 
completed. Then the other one that remains 
there is the 91

h Mile Corner - Oghe - Olo -
Umulokpa Road. We just included the one 
omitted. We did not touch the amount. 

Head 457 - as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 

:i! Hea~11
1

., 458 1 1 (ED~CATION) 
~ '1 ,I I J 

stan'dpart of the Bill. · 
ordered to 

I : If I "1 I' ' 

I' ·,Hea~·· 45&A (POST PRIMARY SCHOOLS 

MANAGEMENT BOARD) - ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 

<> ; 

I• 
•' :, 
·i I · ,., 
~ ~. 

.

1
~~ ... . : 

'· ... ;.'\' 

I 
I 
·I •I· 
'!; :( 
' . 

1 ];:, 

1

. , 
! . 

i:' 
li 
I' 
1: 
I' 

i. 
I. 
j: · 

ij 

" ,I 

li ~: 

!!"' 
I' 
I. 
F 
!.·' • 
r 

I. ; ,. ; . ' 
523 ~ ··: ~~~ : .\ 0 

;, j / I I , , l , , , i ;, t : rl ~ 
1
' ' , , I ,, ' I I 

II 
' \ ! 11. ' ' ,, : ~ r • I' : ' t! r'. . n I 

( i 1 I t -.~ •1, . ~~ , j , 

li• r. : ,, ~ ., ~~~ ~ 1 1 '''· ' o I' •1 r, 1' :; · ~.' . ,, i• ~ lr· ~·· ·'~ ' ,; , . .,1 ··~ ~·'J ,I;., .. ·~ ·• :. . : ... 1t. :: .: ~.: :i [ 
' , . I \ r l , " , " .. t ·~ 

I ,··; ' \ • I· •• ' • 

ll 'I 
' ' ll •" 'Ill ~ ~: 1 l 



'·'· ·l 
.: 
j 

' 
l 

ql ll li 
ll Ill . : 

.. J I 
fl 

i 

.! 

·' I 

ll 
~ i 
I 

:I 

i 
•I 
' I 

IJ.' 'j 

'I 

~ 

I' I 
I 

Enugu State House of Assembly Debates 
1047 ~. 27 January, 2004 

' :\ . I I 
1048 

·I . I . ' llli~ol .,jl. ,:1 :1 

, Head 459 ,(HEALTH) _: 1 o;·de)~4 ' 1 to r!ta~d ·,, · 

part of the Bill. , ~~~~ 1,~·~- : The Chairman: The 
\: • ~·· · ·1 ~~lr il ::. ;vvearenowonHead,460. 

Head 460 (INFORMATION) '' ' 

hon. Deputy Speaker, 

Deputy Leader: The Enugu ' State Printing 
and Publishing Corporation has 'a major 
Newspaper, the famous Daily Star. Now, when 
they came for defense, we discovered that they 
used to pay high price to print outside. This 
means that if the government has classified 
information to appear in the paper, they have to 
go and contract any private printij1g pn;;~s 
outside to print it) And when we w~nt fuftfher, 
we discovered that last year, , this jpa1ticular 

' ! .ll 
parastatal was allocated N29 million then 
coming to this year, it has 1'{22 million:; I~- ·lj ! 

I ' . II ' ' 
' I I I il• I :1; ' 

The Committee saw the need that Enugu 
State should have a very viable press which will 
even be fund generating. If you go to other 
States of the fede ration , they have such. If you 
go to Ebonyi, they have their own Newspaper. 
If you go to Abia State Tj-IE SUN 1and the 
DEMOCRAT. The only one which was seijving 

IJ. t,l 

the then Eastern Region, the Daily Star· is ' just 
dead and moribund. , Ji;l . 1 

,I W 
·' 

Again, N2 million cannot even buy ... when 
we discovered the money debt and even their 
expenditure before the budget release. It was 
N50 million that they recommended in 'their 
proposal. So we saw the need for this particular 
Newspaper to be kept alive so that the 
programmes of the State Government cannot 
only be done in the electronic ,media, they C'\n 
equqlly be carried in the print medi~·. Thank: 

you, Mr Chairman. '
1 ,! :l~~l 

, .I 
• Mr E. Octo (lgbo Etiti East): Mr Chaina1aq, 

actually. I am not all that comfortable. Eve9i the 
N13 million is too small in my own mind. 

1 
: 

,, ,, t· "' I -~:l i 
I' 'I I I 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Chairman, I have an 
observation there on Head 459, sub-head 18. 
Aga in Head 459 sub-head 23. Sub-head 18 
talks about up-grading of Parklane General 
Hospital of which the sum of hundred million, 
Naira is provided. 1 ;1! '' 1 

Deputy Speaker: Have we fini~hed with 
459? 

The Chairman: Yes, we have passed that 
place. 

Deputy Speaker: But my observation there 
has not been treated . 

! The Chait·man: I want to inform the hon. 
Deputy Speaker, that I have put ·the Question on 
Heads 458 and 459. ' 

1 Deputy Speaker: But why did government 
not accept that mistake tor correction. So, it is 
better for you to COITect that mistake. 

The Chairman: What is the mistake there') 

r Deputy Speaker: See the mistake invol ved. 
Page 15 head 459 sub-heads 18 · and 23 , 
understand me now. Sub-head 18 provided 
hundred million Naira for up grading of 
Parldane General Hospital then sub~head 23 
provided tor ESUT. Now that ESUT has been 
taken to Parklane, the money meant fo r Parklane . 
should now be taken down to whe1'e ESUT 
money was taken from otherwise Parklane will 
have two allocations. 

The Chairman : No, no, no. 

1 Deputy Speaker: Mr Chairman, do not say 
no, no. You better understand what I am say ing. 

i 
1 Deputy Leader: The honourable Deputy ., 

Speaker, try to understand me tirst. 

•• 
1 Deputy Speaker: I said , the sum of hund1·ed 

million Naira was provided lor upgrading of 
Parldane Hospital and the sum of one hundred 
and thirty-tour million Naira was for ESUT 
College of Medicine. Now that one hundred and 
thirty-tour million Nai ra has been transterred to 
Parklane, then hundred Million Naira should be 
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taken to where ESUT College of Medicine was 
removed. 

The Chairman: For what? Before now, !1 
there is what is called ESUT Medical School, l

11 

may be, they are together today 01' they are I· 
merging it with Parklane or somewhere else, we 11r 
do not know where it is going to be, and I am ':, 
still saying that Parklane is different tl·om '' 
School of Medicine. If we now say ESUT 
School of Medicine, at where and for what 
reason. 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Chairman, 

Deputy Speaker: I am on my feet, let me 
finish. · 

\1!. 

· The Chairman: Somebody wants to give 
information. 

/ Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North): Information! 
We have some basic facts to establish. One is 
that we have passed a Bill establishing Parklane 
Specialist Hospital and that does not make it 
ESUT College of Medicine. The other day we 
passed ESUT amendment Bill which removed 
ESUT College of Medicine t!·om Nsukka. That 
is just the answer to this argument and that law 
does not exist. Thank you. 

, The Chairman: The honourable Deputy Q 

Speake~, should realize that this is a very 
straight forward matter. One does not budget for 
something that does not exist. The ESUT u 

Medical School has been removed from Nsukka. 
The other day we made an amendment 
expunging that and sta11ing it here in Enugu. 

information! If I may understand the hon. 
deputy Speaker properly, it is clear for the 
Deputy Speaker to understand that the case in 
point is that upgrading of the ·~ Park lane , 
Specialist Hospital does not make Parklane a , 
College of Medicine for ESUT. If the Deputy ![''' 
Speaker will wish this House to make a Motion • 
at least to establish a General Hospital to 
replace the vacated College of Medicine at 
Nsukka that wi II come under a Motion as you ' So, it is no longer existing at Nsukka and he is 

telling us to take back hundred million Naira to 
Nsukka for what reason and for who? 

can see with me, not in this Budget. 

I 
Deputy Speaker: The hon. Deputy Leader: 

should try to understand me. His infonnation is!1 
right but he will equally agree with me that that

1 torn1er ESUT Specialist Hospital should be .~~ 
established there, so, we should go by that! 
arrangement. 

It: 
il ,j 

The Chairman: No, no, no. The hon. 
Deputy Speaker is taking us back; we are 
talking about budget. 

Deputy Speaker: I am not taking us back. ' 
If yo u are removing One Hundred and Thirty
Four Million Naira from Nsukka ESUT College 
of Medicine and taking it where you have other 
divisions, you should know that we are hurri'~m 
beings. Take that One Hundred Million N~ira 

1
, 

back to Nsukka where you removed jthe if: 
divisions (interruptions) . 1 :1 !I 

The Chairman: Order! Order!! 

/il ,1, I 1 

11•: Deputy Speaker: 
million Naira was 
(!ntern fptibns). 

I say again, hundred 
provided for Parklane 

' I 

~ The Chairman: Does the Deputy Speaker 
I(now that it is because of him that I did not cair 
for division. I just want to use my discretion. 
So, I am going to put the Question on this issue. 
The earlier we put the Question on 460; th; 
better I do not mind whether they are going to 
'accept it or not. I did not know that he is going 
to say this kind of a thing. 

Deputy Speaker: So, tell me, what is the 
234 million Naira provided for Parklane for? 

lj' . I 

'·.'···. I I ' I II.~ II 

1 '!I 1The Chairman: Not Parklane for goodness 
s~'ke! we : have 134 million Naira for ESUT 
College of Medicine. 

Deputy Speaker: For ESUT College of 
Medicine to be situated where? 

:, I lil . i ~ I ~ I I ~ ' 525 .. : ' ' ' ' •t• I. ' •I .,. ,, ,, 
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I 'I r , 1 ~ \!'111,1 · .1
1
:11j1 ' 1' 1 • and this included the development of our major ' 1 

r r '· I !· 'I I I '' The Ch~irman: I• '!- 'f/e ' ldo .1. not rl lGloyv! ' streets and p1aintenance of environment, and 
1 (Interruptions). I · '1 1!!1 ' · '~ • also the development ' of Chief Edward· Nnaji 

' :h Park which is very very deteriorated. We 
Let me ask ,the Deputy Speaker a question. decided to increase the amount by one million 

The day we removed Nsukka did 1 we put which cannot even go an inch. 
Enugu? We did not put anywhere. 

1 
We do not · 

even know whether it is going to be built at 
Enugu or Aninri. (interruptions) . 

Deputy Speal<er: Bring thy law~ ;it js talking 
about Enugu. ' ' • · ~ ji·i. j

1 
.! :t .. 'I •1 

I . ;\' 11 ' I J~ 
' I f, ' ' ·~ I ' 'I I• ~~~· I 'I I 

•i .. 1 The Chairman: 1 e did not r ut ~nywhere. • 
li~;r I 'I~ • H ·• •••j''i~'' , 'j 'I Itt.', ~ j t• 1'1• ·I I ,. tl• . . •' ' ' h ' " ' I· II I ~I ,, ' 

1 
,, · The Chairman: · We. do 111. ot ,even know. 
1! 1. r ·! '1 I 

:,:1 ;whether it is going to be at Enugu or at Aninri. '' 
1' ... 1' , " I •jl• lr: )• 'II ~~ :fr• I , t ''I'. II I >i 'I' ·1','1' I i,l 
,,., j ' ' I p. I . .II I f ~ I ·' I ' I ~'I 

. : ' · Deputy Speaker: I am happy you are taking 
it kindly with me arid we are human beings, we 
passed a law that Esut ' College of Medicine 
should be at Enugu where the ,main campus is . 

.I I ' 'i• j,,. I I H ·I: 

This project is a fund generating p1:oject 
which will enhance Tourism in this State. It was 
in this spirit that the Committee decided to 
increase it by one million Naira to enable these 
things to be done. Thank you. 

, Head 460A - (CULTURE AND TOURISM) 
-as amended, ordered tr/stand par~ of the Bill. : .. : 

I• 

Head 461 (YOUTH AND SPORTS) , - '' 
ordei·ed to stand part of the Bill. 

Head 461A (SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT) 
as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Heads 462 - 466 - ordered to stand part of 
the Bill 

'I I 
I' 

The Chairman: No, ~o, no., .. I• .~:.1'1· m

1 
De1_mty ' Speaker :_ ! Go ;• \

1
:rind ~:J br1i~g the 

I! 
Head , 467 (GENERAL ' 1 

Verbatim Report, r~ad 11. :I ~~~ !if 
The Chairman: With · due respect, the hon. 

Deputy Speaker, knows it is because of him I 
did not put the Question on this matter, because 
we have already passed this area. But I thought 
that people will come up ·with a superior 
argument that could save the situation . Now 
that the situation is not improved, I have no 
other thing to do th\ln to put the Questiqn. 

,; I I 

ADMIN!STRA TION) 
,,,,. 

, l''l '! ,I ' 
, Questionputandagreedto. , ~ 1 ' .. • "•'I 

' !' I 
ll l 1 , j 1 !.~. I •I q l' ! 1r:l ,, ' I 

Mr E. Odo (lgbo-Etiti East): Mr Chairman, ~ 
Sir, the rationale behind transferring subhead 18 
of 467 to 461, the 461 is Oftice of the Secretary 
to the State Govemment. This is Skill 
Acquisition Scheme and it has not actually 
received any attention . When the Committee 
noticed this, Office of the Secreta1y to the State 
Govemment suggested that the establishment be 
transferred to the Ministry, and the Ministry 
then made a proposal to accommodate it under 
her Ministry. 

·:,I 
Head 460 - as amended,· I ordered )to stand · 

· 'p~rt ofth~ Bill. , · ' ;::[ ' ·t; ~ I ,J• 
., ' ' I' 'II I 1 

,t I· I· 1!1 I 'i: 

' Head · 460A1 ~ l.. • (CUHURE AND 
TOURISM) I •• I • '· ' I 

Chait·man Joint Committee (Mr Onoh): 
Mr Chairman, Sir, like I was saying, in the Joint 
Committee, we considered the amount projected 
for Park' development wh'ich came t~ six t~illion 

[ , . li I~ r ' ~ I _i 

Head 467 1 (GENERAL ' 
ADMINISTRATION) - as amended, ordered t,o ., 
stand part of the Bill. 

Total Recurrent Estimate: N 12,410,829.600 
- ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

SHORT TITLE - agreed to 
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2"d .J anuary, 2004 
DATE -agreed to: 

COMMENCEMENT 

ENACTMENT- agreed to: 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North) : Mr Chairman 
Sir, observation. I just want to observe that 
only the two committee chai rmen signed the 
RepQti: to the exclusion of other Members. 
Other Members did not sign. 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chai1) 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, having thoroughly 
examined the report as presented by the Joint 
Committee along with the Bill, may I now move 
that the Enugu State Appropri at ion Bill, 2004, 
as amended be now read the Third time. .,1 

Bill reported out of Committee with 
amendments, read the Third time and passed .I 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, the 
Enugu State of Nigeri a Appropriation Bill No. 
8, 2003, having been now read for the third time 
is hereby passed. I deem it wise to thank 
Members of this honourable House, especially 
Members of the .Joint Committee on Finance 
and Appropriation for · a wonderful job done on 
this 'appropriation Bill. I keep on saying that 
committees are the life-wire of any legislative· 
house. I remember vividly that even when we 
were on 1·ecess, the Members of the Committee 
were meeting in order to meet the deadline and I 
am happy today, that this Bill has been passed. 

I wish to appea l to other Committees to 
emulate thi s Joint Committee. Not only that 
they turned out their report on time, the repmi: 
appeared to be very accurate. That is to say that ,, 
we have men of honour, men of integrity, men 
of respect in that vety Joint Committee. 

However, I will not end up without 
expressing my happiness to all the hon . 
Members of this House for thei r wonderful 
contributions during the debate on this Bill. 
And I cannot end up still without expressing my 
happiness to the Clerk of the House and his 

team for their wonderful co-operation. Of 
course,•i I will not ·leave the Press, the time we 
had the'debate they tried as much as possible to 

· air1 it and I thank them very much for their 
:wonderful co-operation too. I thank all of you 
fo~ : your wonderful co-operation on this Bill and 
I believe that we still have some other Bills at 

1
vat'ious;, stages of passage and I sincerely appeal 
that those of you that are already having the 
assignments should try as much as possible to 
turn them out. I thank you immensely for your 
wonderful co-operation so I say to God be the 
glory. Thank you and God bless you. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

J.

•l' :.:
1
., Committee Meetings . , 

II 11 il.i I I 

I nil 

1

:1 
, ,11Mr •.;;speaker: The House Committee on 

·· Judiciary, Public Petitions, Ethics and Privileges 
Lwill meet today on the rising' of the House at 

Room 225, signed by the hon. Member fo r Igbo
Etiti East (Mr Odo) , the Chairman of the 
Committee. 

The House Committee on Civil Service and 
.Ldbour"Matters will meet today on the rising of 
the House at Room 02, signed by the hon . . 
Mgmber for Igbo-Etiti West (Mr Nnadi), the 

' ci\aitm~n of the Committee. 
1 

~ ,II,Th .. H c . Ed . ~I e ,1 ouse ommtttee on - ucat10n, . 
i' 'Science' and Technology will visit the Un iversity 
for Nigeria Nsukka and they will later give the · 
date and the modalities on how they will take 
off. 

My hon Colleagues, like I had earlier said. 
1 

the other day, I wish to inform you that I have 
, the intention to dissolve all the Committees, so 
, as 'a matter of fact I want it to be at the back of 

ly.· our mit{d·,· and afte1} due consideration, it wi ll be 
I , • I d reconst1 tute . J: ' • I 
i !II iltlll: II· I '1. I . 

: :[r I'll\ It ' 1·: 
'! ·, II: . l' !''II li JA~JOURNMENT ' 

Leader: Mr Speaker, I stand to move that 
this honourable House do now adjourned till 
Thursday, 291

h January, 2004 at l 0 a.m. 
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Deputy Sp,ealq!r.: Mr Spea~~r, I have risen 
to ~econd ·the Mot16n pn ad;~o\.IrniNent. Mr 
Speaker, may I use this o-pportunity to thank the 
bon. Members for having passed ·· the 
Appropriation Bill , 2004, and I pray that the 
Executive should try to spend the money 
judicious ly. 

I also use this opportunity to warn the 
Nsukka old Zonal Leaders for their 
unconstructive criticism against the Leaders of 
today in NsukK.a. Thes(;! Leaders whp criticize 
us now about marginalization are cowards 
because they were there when we had ten Local 
Governments on the other side and seven on our 
side. And what we met is the Federal structure 
and it is what we have inherited, and that is 
what we are dealing on. They had not talked 
about the democratic dividend that our people 
have gotten. 

["lr Speakei·, l tak~. tl~is oppo\tunity to warn 
those radicals to allow us inherit what we have 
gained. We are emulating good governance. 
We have attracted democratic dividends to our 
people. We did not get that through criticism, 
\\'C got that through loyalty. Again, Mr 
Speaker, these people were there when the 
University of Nigeria Teaching Hospital was 
built and our son, Late Dr (Hon.) B.C. Ugwu, of 
the blessed memory was a Minister of Health by 
then . It was not the Executive Governor, 1 His 
Exce llency, Dr Chimaroke Ogbonnia· Nnamani 
who sent the University Teaching Hospital here 
and it was not His Excellency, Dr Chimaroke 
who created the ten old Local Governments 
against old seven local governments· here. It 
was Federal Government prqject and the State 
Government cannot do anything ·about it. 

So, what I am say ing is that they shou ld not 
parade . th~.m~elves with theit unnecessary 
LlllCOilStructive criticiSill, \rather they should join 
us and attract m01·e democracy dividends to our 
people. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Question, That the Question be now put, put 
and agreed to. 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do now adjourn 
till Thursday, 29111 January, 2004 at I 0 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at J.J() p.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OFNIGE~A,~ 
' Ill 

Thursday, 29'': Ja7uary, 2004 :;
1 

(!'he House met at 10 a.m.) IJ 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
our Votes and Proceed ings No. 49 of 
Tuesday, 27th January, 2004 are before us. 
I have gone through them and to the best of 
my knowledge, they are correct However, 
I call for hon. Members' comments. 

Deputy Whip (Mr Agbo): Mr Speaker, I 
have equally gone through the Votes and 
Proceedings of our sitting dated Tuesday, 
27th January 2004. I, therefore, mov,~ for 
their adoption. Thank you. 

:I 
Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr Spep.ker, 

I have equal ly gone through our last Votes 
and Proceedings and 1 have risen to second 
the Motion for the adoption. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings No. 49 of 
Tuesday 27'" January, 2004, accordingly 
adopted ' 

'li 
li 

PRESENTATION OF A BILL 

THE ENUGU STATE 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

AGENCY BILL, NO.2, 2004 

A Bill for a law to establish the Enugu 
State Environmental Protection Agency and 
Other Matters connected therewith; 
presented by the Leader o f the House (Mr 
K. S. Ebenyi), read the First time, referred 
to the House Committee on Environmental 
·Protection, Petroleum Resources, judiciary, 
Public Petitions and Ethics and Privileges. 

Mr Speaket·:• The Committee is given 
one week to turn out their Repo1i. I wish to 
appeal to the Joint Chairman, Committee on 
Judiciary, Public Petitions, Ethics and 
Privileges (Mr Odo) to try as much as 
possible to assist us. I am not saying that 
the Chairman, Committee on Environment 
is not there. 

REPORT FROM JOINT COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIARY, PUBLIC PETITIONS, 
ETHICS AND PRIVILEGES ON THE 
REVISED EDITION (LAWS OF 
ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA) BILL 
NO.7, 2003 

Chairman Joint Committee on 
Judiciary, Public Petitions, Ethics and 
Privileges (Mr E. Odo) : You may recall 
that some time towards the end of last year, 
a Bill for "a law to make provisions for the 
revision, printing and publication of the 
revised laws of Enugu State; for the 
appointment of a law revisor and for related 
purposes was referred to this Committee. 
Following this mandate, the Committee in 
her wisdom decided to pursue the bill with 
every commitment and dedication it 
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deserved by having constant sittings, 
interviews and visitations. 

The Committee visited the British 
Department for Jnternational Development 
throLtgh their Access to Justice focal person 
in the State and found out that they have 
taken the bull by the horn by agreeing to 
make a counterpa11 funding of the printing 
and publishing of the revised laws ofEnugu 
State with Enugu State Government. The 
Committee also visited the Enugu State 
Judiciary whereupon they found out that the 
Enugu State Justice reform team has done a 
commendable job working assiduously 
towards the articulation, updating and 
revision of laws of Enugu State and the 
affected laws include the following: 

a) The laws contained in the 
Revised laws of Anambra State 
1991 with necessary 
modifications; 

b) The laws not contained in the 
said revised laws but are extant 
on the date of the creation of 
Enugu State; 

c) The edicts enacted by the 
military administration in Enugu 
State between 27th August 1991 
and 28th May 1999. 

d) The laws enacted by the State 
House of Assembly since 291

h 

May 1999; provided that the 
revised edition shall not contain 
the Appropriation laws laws and 
other laws of a temporary 
nature. 

The Chief Judge of Enugu State, 
through the team, has equally reviewed the 
High CoUI1 rules and High Court laws in 
the State. We also perused in detail the 
powers of the law Revisor and found it very 
impot1ant, thus recommending accordingly 

to the team that a specialist in law revision 
of a high reputable standard be appointed so 
as to discharge without delay the enormous 
responsibi I ities attached therewith. 

i~ Finally, the Committee, in her detailed 
scrutiny of the bill, came with no 
amendment and urged this honourable 
House to give the bill a favourable 
consideration and passage. 

The Repoz1 will be incomplete if I do not 
joyfully thank the respected members of 
this Committee and the Committee 
secretary for their constant availability and 
dedication in all the proceedings of the 
Committee. Thank you, very much. 
Signed : hon. Eugene Odo, Chairman, Hon. 
Onyeze, Member, Hon. C. Enebe member, 
Hon. I<.. Ebenyi, Member, Hon. J. 
Obidinma, Member. 

Leader (Mr Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, may I 
now move that the Repo11 just presented 
before this honourable House from the 
Chairman, Committee on Judiciary, Public 
Petitions, Ethics and Privileges on the 
Revised Edition Laws of Enugu State of 
Nigeria be accepted for immediate 
consideration. Thank you. 

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr Speaker, 
I rise to second the Motion. 

b . ' . , Questwn put and agreed to. 
I , 
,I 

)i: Leader: Mr Speaker, may I now move 
that the House do now resolve itself into a 
cci'mmittee of the Whole House to enable it 
consider the Report alongside with the 
original Bill. Thank you . 
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Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr 
Speaker, I rise to second the Motion as 
moved by,the hon . Leader of the House. 

:P 

Question proposed ' 
1 

• ·1 ·~t :il 
, ·II 
•ill 

Mr C. Enebe ;cAwgl! Np1th): . Mr 
Speaker, I do not understand, 11 1 cannot 
follow where you are now. 

Mr Speaker: I want to inform the hon . 
Member for Awgu North (Mr Enebe) that 
we are now in the Committee of the Whole 
House. The Rep01t will now be discussed 
alongside with the original Bill. So, if he is 
ready he should make his contribution. 

~eader: Mr Speaker, what the hon. 
Member for A wgu N01th (Mr Enebe) is 
saying is that he has not got the original 
copy of the Bill. 

Mr Speaker: So, the hon. Member for 
A wgu N01th (Mr Enebe) does not have this 
Bill? 

Mr Enebe: On Tuesday, when we ,met 
last, there was no copy of the Bill given to 

I 

me. How can I know what to contribute? 
(Interruption::.). ''' 

Mr Speaker: This Bill came into this 
House some time last year and we treated it 
up to this stage it is now. So, the next stage 
now is the Committee of the Who!~ House. 
I advise the hon. Member for Awgu N,orth 
(Mr' Enebe) to pair up with a Merpber who 
has a copy and make his contribution . 

Ordinarily, the Chairman Rules and 
Business Committee informed me that what 
they have for today is the Bill on Sanitation 
and this very Bill on the Revised Edition 
(Law of Enugu State of Nigeria) Bill No.7, 

'II 

l!l 

'" 

2003, and subsequently we now put it in the 
Order Paper. I do not think it is proper for 
them or for me to go round from house to 
house telling hon. Members that this Bill is 
coming up today on the Order Paper. 

Besides, every Member was still in his 
office when they brought the Order Paper 
for today. If they had any objection, they 
would have brought their objection right 
there in my office, because I believe in 
dialogiJe. If we then say there is no need 
going into this Bill today, I am not in a 
hurry. We would have expunged it from 
the Order Paper and do other things and go 
away. But we came in, and even when the 
paper was yet to be presented the hon. 
Member for Awgu Notth (.Mr Enebe) would 
have raised objection on this item five, but 
he did not. 

Thirdly, there was a Motion that we go 
into Committee of the Whole House for the 
purpose of considering this Bill along with 
the Repo1t which, of course, came in 
without amendment and it was duly 
seconded. So, I think at this point in time, 
the only thing left for me to do is to put the 
Quest ion. 

531 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, Sir, what I am 
saying is that I would have felt comf01table 
if before today I was aware that we are 
going to bring this Bill, and also I would 
have brought a copy of the Bill to this 
House so that as we are read ing I wi II be 
following, that is one. 

Secondly, the Order Paper in question 
says, the Order of the Day is the Repo1t, 
and not the Third reading of that Bill. It is 
on the Third reading of the Bill that we go 
Clause by Clause. So, if you take Report 
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from the Committee to mean Third reading, 
it is not proper. 

Mr Speal<er: The bon. Member for 
Awgu North (Mr Enebe) may be setting us 
back. Even the last Bill we passed in tllis 
House, we got the Report from the 
Committee and considered it along with the 
original Bill in the Committee ofthe Whole 
House. If the hon . Member for Awgu 
North did not come with his own copy, he 
should have informed me and we get one 
copy for him. 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, Sir, my 
question is this, is it proper for us to enter 
into the House for sitting and have a Bill 
for consideration without our knowledge? 
If it is proper, let us continue. But I am 
saying that it is wrong. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
the only thing left for me now is to put the 
Question on the Motion on the Floor duly 
seconded. If I put the Question and the 
House says that we are not going to 
consider the Bill today, what am I losing? 

And please, for Christ 's sake, I have 
been saying it and I am still going to say it. 
Some of us, hon. Members, have formed 
the habit of coming to the House only when 
we have sitting. Honourable members do 
not expect me or the Leader of the House to 
sta1t going from house to house telling 
them what is coming up on the Floor of the 
House. Jf the hon. Member for Awgu 
N01th (Mr Enebe) was here yesterday he 
would have known what was coming up 
today. 

Question put and agreed to. 

REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE 
ON JUDICIARY, PUBLIC PETITIONS, 
ETHICS AND PRIVILEGES ON A 
BILL FOR I A LAw TO MAKE 
PROVISION FOR THE REVISION, 
PRINTING AND PUBLICATION OF 
THE REVISED LAWS OF ENUGU 
STATE; FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF 
A LAW REVISOR AND FOR 
RELATED PURPOSES 

532 

(Considered in the Committee of the 
Whole House) 

:, 
The Chairman: Let us suspend 

Enactment, Citation and Commencement 
for now and move to Interpretation. 

Preamble- agreed to: 

Clauses 2- 10- ordered to stand part of 
the Bill. 

SCHEDULE 

POWERS OF LAW REVISOR 

Claus~s I - 18- ordered to stand part of 
the Bill 

Enactment- agreed to: 

Citation - agreed to 
jl, 

Com'mencement (31 51 December, 2003) 
-agreed to 

II: I 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair) 
,, I 

Leader: Mr Speaker, hon. Colleagues, 
having considered the Report form the 
Committee on judiciary along with the 
original Bill, may I now move that the Bill 
be now read the Third time. 
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I 
Bill reported out of Committ~~ wtthout 

amendments, read the Third time 111 and 
passed. , 1 1 ' 1 .1 , 1.1 

I I >' •li 
Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 

I t "' I 
the Bill known as the Revised Edition (Law 
ofEnugu State ofNigeria) Bill No. 7, 2003, 
has today, having gone through the }51

, 2"d 
and final reading, been passed. I wish to 
express my happiness once more to those of 
you who contributed to rpake it a reality. 
My thanks go more especially I to 1\l the 
Chairman and Members of the Committe'e 
on Judiciary, Public Petitions, Et'hics 'and 
Privileges for a job well done. 

11 

I know very well that the Chairman 
House Committee on Judiciary, Public 
Petitions, Ethics and Privileges has in no 
small way helped this House. He has 
contributed a lot to the progress made so far 
by this honourable House and, of course, he 
will still be contributing and I ~ish 
everybody to emulate him. I am very 
grateful for the efforts, l say more grease to 
his elbow. 1 ,q 

I' 
1,;1 I 

I I equally wish to thank 1 every other 
person who contributed towards the success 
of this Bill. I thank them very much and say 
more grease to their elbows. I do hope we 
have other Bills lying at various stages. We 
have been elected to make laws for the 
good governance of this State and I .am 
appealing that all hands should be :~on deck' 
to ensure that we deliver to our people. I 

' 1 ,j ~ 

thank members, once more, for their 
understanding and I say to God be the 
Glory. 

1066 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Be Men of Honour! 

Mr Speaker: I have noticed that some 
Members usually sign for their Colleagues 
even when they are not here. I noticed it on 
Tuesday and I believe that we are 
honourable Members and men of honour. 
Please do not ever sign for anybody any 
more. 

I If Members watched that of Tuesday, I 
cancelled everywhere that they signed for 
some other persons not present. We are 
lawmakers and not lawbreakers. It is an 
offence to sign for somebody. It is a 
criminal offence. Let us not take the laws 
into our hands. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker, may l now move 
that the House do now ·adjourn until 
Tuesday, 3'd February 2004 at I 0 a.m. 

Mr M . Njeze (Udi No1ih): I wish to 
second the Motion as moved by the Leader 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourn until Tuesday, 3'd February, 2004 at 
10 a.m. 

,. Adjourned accordingly at 4 pm. 
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I !: '. 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, I .... :I 

·ENUGU STAT~ 0~ ~IGE~~~ 1!~ 
rJ 1 1!\ 

Tuesday, 3 February, 2004 . i1 
I • ldl I 

(The House met at 10 a.m.) 1 .1 
I I II• ~"~I ' 

' 'I ''·I 
. I 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS .1 ,, I :~ 

. ,,.1 r .~

1 Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues,; 
before us are our Votes and Pro~eedings 
No. 50 dated Thursday 29'" January, 2004 .. 
I have gone through them and found them 
to be very, very accurate. In keeping with 
the rules of the House, I wish to humbly 
request that hon. Members give it their 
appro,val. 

Mr D. Ani (Enugu South I): ,Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equally gone through 
the Votes ·and Proceedings of our i'ast 
sitting and found the contents to be correct. 
I therefore, move for their adoption . ':1! . 

II ' It:! 

Chief Whip (Mr p .. , &:ema): ~,Thank 

you, Mr Speaker, I have risen to second the 
Motion as moved by the hon. Member for 
Enugu South (Mr Ani). 

Question put and agreed to. 

· Votes and Proceedings of Thursday, j 
29'" January, 2004 accordingly adooted. ~ ' 

1 i \\11 ' ! 
' I' 

" 

it~ 
' ·.i' , 

~ II i• 
!I\ 

t:i 
i' I 

I' 
1·1 

' II 

,II· 

PRESENTATION OF BILL 

THEENUGUSTATEENVIRONMENTAL 
1 PROTECTION AGENCY BILL, 

NO.2, 2004 

A Bill for a Law to make Provisions 
fo r the Establishment of the Enugu 
State Envi ronmental Protection 
Agency and for other matters 
connected Thereto. 

Leader: Thank you, Mr Speaker, I have 
risen to comment :on item 4, the Enugu State 
Environmental Protection Agency Bill No. 2, 
2004 which has been presented for Second 
Reading. Mr Speaker, this is a very sensitive 
Bil l and needs to be well articulated. 

In the light of th is, I wish to move that we 
step down the Second Read ing of th is Bill to a 
later date to be determined by the Rules and 
Business Committee of the House to enable the 
Committee do a thorough job on it. 

; Mr E. Maduabu (Awgtl South): Thank 
you, Mr Speaker, I beg to second the Motion. 
Thank yo u. 

Question put and agreed to. 

M r Speaker: Please hon. Colleagues let 
me make a passionate appeal. I remember that 
this Bill that was stepped clown, that the 
documents were dist ri buted a week ago. 

'· Several hon. Members : No! No! 

Mr Speaker: I felt that we are all matured 
and I wo uld not like anybody to hold the 
House to ransom. If you know you r own role, 
endeavour to play it at an appropriate time .. 
What we shou ld have talked about is the merits 
and demerits of re-establishing the monthly 
sani tation. 
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Several hon. Members : It is not there! 
It is not there I 

Mr Speaker: Please hon. Colleagues 
that is the purpose of this Bill. l have gone 
through the Bill that is the cardinal point. 

Leader: There is nothing like monthly 
sanitation. 

Mr Speaker: It is part of it. I am just 
appealing. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr AtigJ·ve) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, where is the former Edict that 
established it? · 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, is it an 
Executive Bill? 

Mr Speaker: It is. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, it is not 
an Executive Bill. There is no note which 
normally carries the inscription Executive 
Bill, it is not there. 

Mr Speaker: What the hon. Deputy 
Leader is looking for will not come. 

Deputy Leader: Therefore it is not an 
Executive Bill. 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North): If that is 
the case, the matter should be sent back to . 
the Executive for necessary amendments. 

Mr Speaker: It is an Executive Bill. 

Deputy Speaker; Before me and the 
House it is not. 

Mr Speaker: Before me and the House 
it is an Executive Bill. 

Several hon. Members: No! No! 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

1111 I • • 
:. Committee Meetmgs 

I 
I ' . 

Mr Speaker: Order! Order! There will be a 
meeting of the Joint Committee on Judiciary 
and Environment. Date Thursday, 51

h February, 
2004. Venue is Room 225 , signed by hon .. 
Eugene Odo. The House Committee on 
Education, Science and Technology will meet 
on th'e rising of the House. They will discuss 
the modalities for the visit to the University of 
Nigeria Nsukka on 41

h January, 2004. 
!II I 

jtl I 
If :. ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: I hereby move that the House do 
now adjourn till Thursday, 51

h February, 2004, 
at 10 a.m. 

Mr J. Anichul<wu (Nkanu East): Mr 
Speaker Sir, I have risen to second the .. . 

~- .Deputy Leader: Information, Mr Speaker. 
;11 1 

l jjl 

1, Mr Anichukwu: Mr Speaker am 
protected? 

' 

Mr Speaker: Partially. Go on . 

Mr Anichul<wu: I have ri sen to second the 
Motion. 

I )i , 
' ' I i:l I . ,;; .I I 

! Question put and agreed to. ' '' 
,( 1- I 

. lit ' ' 
, Resolved: That this House do now adjourn 

till Thursday 5111 February, 2004 at I 0 a.m. 
·II I 

I ~' 

Adjourned accordingly at 12.30 p .m. 
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HOUS~ OF A~SEMBL ~l::l 
1072 

ENUGU STATE OR NIGERIA , 
' I' I I I' 

Thursday, 5
1

" F~b~uary, 20~f.!l 
(The House met at ,10 t;z.m.J !] 

' I 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in tJle Chair) 

f' !i 'I 

,1J rt. 

"'' i 
I 'I 

I I ' 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND . Ji , · 

,, 1'1'· 'I 1!, 1 jjl ' , 
PROCEEDINGS. . , Iii: ~~ ~~~~ 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
before the House are the • Votes and ' 
Proceedings of Tuesday 3'ct February, 2004. 
I have gone through them and have found ·· 
them to be correct. However, I need hon. 

. Members' .comments. 

Mr F. E. Amu (Nsukka East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equally gone through 
the Votes and Proceedings and fourid the~ 

' ~ 
to be correct. I, therefore, move for 1J.the 
adoption of the Vot~s and i Pro~eedirJp;s. 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. , '' 

1
, ' 

nil 1 ' 

Mr D. A. Anih 1 (Enugu South it O: Mr 
Speaker, Sir, my hon. Colleagues, I stand to 
second the Motion moved by the hon. 
Member for Nsukka East (Mr Amu) for the 
adoption of the Votes and Proceedings of 
Tuesday, 3'd February, 2004. 

I I. iJ <·J :. I' 
.. ,.. . ... r 

Question put and agreed to. :::· '~l 1 ~ .. 
PI' I 

ni'l Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday 3 , 
February, 2004, accordingly adopted. 

Mr Speaker: I am very very surprised , 
that Members of the Press are not here in 
the Pres Gallery. Before one knows it, they 
will converge at a corner seeking 
information from hon. Members on those 
that contributed during the Motion ,for 

I 

;l . . I 
•· •jJ . ·]il ,,. 

L t I . ~ I' I .• , f ;,i 
' ' I·;. ' I li . ,, 

li 
''I' 

' f ,, J 

h,\ ,, I 

,. ,, . I ~:· ; \' I II! ! 

'I ,, 
,,''i I'.J: 
il:. l ~· 
Hi' ··.r~ 

lflH ll 
'ltl~ 

Adjournment. They will still credit wrongly 
sqme bon. Members that did not even attend 
the day's sitting. I know they are ' yet to arrive 
here. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

THE ENUGU STATE ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION AGENCY BILL, 

NO.2, 2004 

A Bill for a Law to Establish the Enugu 
State Environmental Protection Agency and 
other Matters Connected therewith. 

(Adjourned Debate on Second Reading, 3'd 
February, 2004) 

Deputy Speaker; Mr Speaker, Sir, before 
we comply with Section 44(1) of our rules, 1 
want to know whether this Bill is an existing 
Law or is this a new Bill, because before me is 
Edict No. 4 of 1999, Enugu State 
Environmental Protection Agency Edict. 
Before the House again is a Law to establish 
the Enugu State Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

Section 3 15 of the Constitution of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria is where we have 
existing Law. The existing law ta lks abo ut 
appropriate authority and this is an Edict. 

Mr Speaker: l think the Sponsor of the 
Bill should brief the House whether this is an 
existing law or a new Law. 

1 
• Deputy Speal\er: Mr Speaker, Sir, I refer 

the House to Section 44( I) of the Rules of the 
House. 

Mr Speaker: Did I hear the Deputy 
Speaker refer the House to Rules 44( I)? 

Deputy Speaker; Mr Speaker, yes, and it 
reads: on the order for the Second Reading of a 
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Bill being read, a Motion may be made that 
the bill be now read a Second Time and a 
debate may arise covering the general 
merits and principles of the Bill. 

' 
This is where I want the House to clear 

before going into the Second Reading of 
this very Bill. 

An hon. Member: Which patt of the 
Rules? 

Deputy Speaker: I am referring the 
House to Section 315 ofthe Constitution of 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria. It talks 
about existing Law, while No. 315(ii) talks 
about Appropriate Authority and that 
Appropriate Authority is talking about a 
Decree or an Edict and this is an Edict 
before the House. 

Mr Speaker: The Leader of the House 
(Mr ,Ebenyi) is here and he will explain the 
intent of the Bill. 

Deputy Speaket·: M1· Speaker, Sir, ifthe 
Mover of this Motion cannot comply with 
the Rules, I may ... 

Leader: What Rule is the Deputy 
Speaker looking for? 

·I 

Mr Speaker; He is quoting Rules of the .I 

House No. 44( I). 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, before 
we can go on to debate its merits and 1 

demerits , the House will like to know what 
it is and I have now pointed out that we ' 
have existing Law which is an Edict. I want '' 
to know whether this Bill is a new Law to 
repeal the Edict or not. Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. 

Leader: This Bill is a new Law which 
will repea l the already existing Edict. If we 

·•!' 
1\, 

go through the Bill we will observe where it is 
repealing the existing Edict. This is a new 
Law that will repeal the existing Edict. 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, Sir, where 
does the Leader of the House say that it repeals 
the old? ·~:: 

\: ;'II: 
I r f I I 

Mr Speaker: Please hon. Members should 
go to page 50 of the Bill, take a look at Section 
97: Nothing of this Law shall affect anything 
done or being done or duly suffered under the 
provisions of any Law repealed or replaced of 
this 1 Len·~ ' or any part or parts thereof as the 
case may be. ' 

:1' " •1
1
_ I 

l!;eader: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I refer the 
Deputy Speaker to page 50 of the new Bill 
where It is said that the Enugu State 
Environmental Protection Agency Edict No. 4, 
of 1999 is hereby repealed. 

Mr Speaker; Is the bon. Deputy Speaker, 
now okay? 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, I am yet to 
be cleared. 

8 'i I ' · Mr E!1 Odo (lgbo-Etiti East): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, :1l arri' quite convinced about the repeal 
posit

1

ion of this new Bill, but I feel that if the 
Bill is com

1
ing 'for debate today, it will be of 

interest for bon. Members to have the repealed 
Edict. That will assist us to hold debate on the 
Edict as to enact a new one. 

It will also be convenient for hon. Members 
I· li: 1 111 1 t . r 

to, at the11end of the day, speak effectively on , 
tl1e • \neri'ts and demerits of . the Bill 1that is "' 
presently before us . It will help us to know 
evediiwhy the previous law is being repealed. 
So, Mr Speaker, it ' will be in' the interest of the · 
House td step down debate on the new Bill 
wl1ile' we look into the previous Edict. 
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' ji:,l" 1j i: :1 ·~ • 

On ,this strength, Mr i Speak~,!~ mJy I hospital with a difference. It is a hospital with 
former~y move that debate, on thi~ ly;;w l~ill , ~l(ique charac~er, trainin~ and responsibility. _It 
be stepped ' down so lthat all thef relevant · IS not an ord1na1y hosp1tal. Because of tillS 

1075 1076 

laws, I e~pecially :Edict ~o. 4, of 1, \19991,1 i~ special nature and orientation, the hospital 
" made available .to the House. Thank iyou .l , cannot afford to close up her services to people 

!· :: 1 I r1:!! ' ·I arising from labour dispute, and or any other 

!-' 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, Sir, I reasons. 
accordingly second that Motion. 

Question put and agr(}ed to. · 
I ~ ' ' . , 'I . ,·. 

. ·i I I I ··,1 I ''I Debate on the · 1 £nug~;,;1 ' Sate 
Environmental Protection 1Ag.ency ii1W"· rwa!' 
2, 2q01 accordingly def~rred. 1 ! ~~~ • :Iii 

!· I I I' I 1_,. 'I 

MOTION OF URGENT PUBLIC 
lMPORTANT

1 I' 
I 

' ' Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I 
seek leave of this House to request that Rule 
No. 25 of this honourable House be 
suspended to enable me move a Motion of 
Urgent Public Importance. :· 1 

1
., .. I .!' ii ·. 

.. '·l ·:~: • ' 
· o s k ' s· · t M r do: Mr pea 'er, 1r, I stan~ to 

second that Motion. · 1 " : · 1 , 
1 

1 ~' :Ill "· 
, 'ii ., 'j'i I 

I q .. , 'I .I 
Question put and agreed to. .![1!' ' 1 i 
. . I I'"' I 'ill I 

. ' . I' I I .:, '· I • 
Rule No. 25 of the Stcmding ' Orders 

accordingly suspended. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
Motion is that this honourable , House do 

1 ' I I' ~~ 

urge the National Assembly ' to 'cal) on the 
Minister of Health, Prof Eyitayo Lambb t~ 

I • '' ·I 
personally intervene and bring to an end the 

, I . ' • lhi!l oil 

stnke .act1on embarked upon 1 by vyorkers at 
the National Orthopedic Hospital. E,nugu. ' 

' 

Mr Odo: Mr Speaker, Sir, I accordingly 
second that Motion as moved by the Deputy 
Leader of the House. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
National Orthopedic Hospital Enugu ,: is a 

1

- l- ·II 1\ 

'.I 

.•.. 1 

l
j ljl ',, 

' , I 

.:.,, l'i .. 
iii I 
''.• 1 h· ;It j' 
I Ii , 
'I '·11 

liol 
I'll .;o,i_ 
!:1 I,, •l 

[I,,. I !' '~ 
11,, • .• 

I k· 1 'I ··~ ' Iii;~ I . I i 
'I It ~~· f( 1~ .• ,1' I~ 

11!~,. {~r 1: · ' 

''· I 

Mr Speaker, Si r, hon. Colleagues, for some 
days now, the management and workers of this 
noble hospital are engulfed in internal disputes 
leading to workers down tolling their services. 
It is not a strange news to hear that a minimum 
of ten accidents, motor, and other forms do 
occur on daily basis in both our State and the 
neighbouring States. The victims of these 
mishaps have no other place of treatment than 
the National Orthopedic Hospital Enugu. One 
now wonders where such victims can be taken 
to now that the hospital is under lock and key. 

: Mr Speaker. Sir, the most disheartening 
part of it all is that the patients already on 
admission have been asked to go home and 
possibly die there. This is so 'because there is 
no efficient and effective alternative to this 
L~'nique hospital. It is also a fact that no Federal 
Health Institution is on strike now. Why the 
National Orthopedic Hospital Enugu? Going 
on str ike as a means of realizing workers 
demand without due dialogue is a lways 
counter-productive. It is my belief that 
dialogue is the panacea to this problem. Life 

1

which has no duplicate, is supreme. All hands 
must be on deck to save and protect life 
'entrusted in our care. 
I 

(: Mr Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues it is on 
the strength of the above that I urge this 
honourable house to resolve as follows: 
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I. 

I. That this honourable House do 
urge the National Assembly to call 
on the Minister of Health, Prof. 
Eyitayo Lambo to intervene 
personally and bring to an end the 
face-off between Management and 

I , 
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2. 

Staff of National Otthopedic 
Hospital, Enugu and call off the 
strike action. 

That the Management and Staff 
should enter into dialogue 
immediately and harmonize all 
existing variables. 

3. That workers should take strike 
as the last 
exhausting all 
dialogue. 

option after 
~venues for 

Be it moved and it is hereby moved. 

Mr E. Odo (lgbo-Etiti East): Mr 
Speaker, once again, I have to be a co
sponsor of this Motion based on the fact 
that industrial action in this countty has 
virtually come out to be a vindictive 
measure through which people, instead of 
trying to agree with the Government on an 
issue where there is a kind of controversy, 
now resOii to maltreating the patients in the 
hospital as it is in this case. It is my thinking 

· that in the internal wrangling amongst the 
people in the Orthopaedic Specialist 1 

Hospital, no effort has been made to 
dialogue with the government and I can 
assure you that the government is virtually 
losing nothing. 

The people who are being victimized are 
the patients, some of them have their legs 
and hands hung up on the beds in the 1 
hospital receiving no attention and, as long1 

as they are on strike, those doctors and other ' 
paramedical personnel may even join the 
strike including the nurses. So, we ' 
appreciate the fact that we do not have the ' 
direct jurisd iction over this issue but it 
seems to me that this House can assist by 
allowing this Motion sail through thereby 
beckoning the sympathy of the National 

·Assembly who will, in turn, co-ordinate 

with ' the Minister of Health or even the 
Presidency to treat with utmost urgency the 
issues and controversies in the Orthopaedic 
Specialist Hospital. We do not need to over 
labour this issue. I think it is one of the 
exceptions when somebody is taLking 1 about 
industrial actions. 

I, therefore, urge this honourable House 
that in line of paramount importance placed on 
the health sector and in the line of safety of our 
people considering the fact that the majority of 
people in almost all the hospitals in Enugu, I 
think, sih y per cent will be Enugu State 
indigeneS~ so we will be doing ourselves a 
great :, thing if we support this Motion and call 
on 'various bodies to come to the rescue of the . ,, 
patients. 1 

·• I 
1 ,I t 
Certain factors are capable of aggravating 

issues. Sometime in the United State of 
America, you could recollect that something 
happened and till date they have not recovered 
from 'the shock and the problems is not only 
that they have lost economically, they lost a lot 
of souls; some peoples' sicknesses got 
aggravated. And if this is happening in the 
Un ited States of America, we have a Special ist 
Hospital of this nature that is trying to engulf 
it~el(in the same problem. I think this one will 
be worse because . if somebody who has 
accident for instance, may be receiving 
treatment at the Orthopaedic Hospital , the 
mere fact that the person is disregarded just a 
day can cause more problems on the person 
especially the fractured bone. 

I
' ,.,. I •I' ' I 
' 1.'1· 'I ' I I 

I 1' i . I 
i We ur'ge this honourable House to support 

this very Motion and also go as far as devising 
means whereby efforts could be made towards 
resolSing l disputes instead 1 of resorting to 
strikes. They can take a leaf from the umbrella 
body, that is, Nigerian Labour Congress. They 
do not normally go on strike like that, there 
must be proper consultation. 
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So, this honourable House will ,be d<;> ing the 'amputation was almost two days old when 
t~emsel~es a great 11 price , if . 0~Y !ll ~vill !,he strike happened. 

, , . · d1sassocmte themselves from th1s 1ssue of J 
strike. The strike or industrial :j action's ;I• The case of the workers of the National 

'i 

should 'occur when all 1 the possible 1'ave1iues Orthopaedic Hospital is that their salaries were 
of reconciliations have :. failed anct'1 we 

1 
are stopped and that they are being owed some 

aware that when this type of.strike happens months salaries. This is an essential service. In 
it means that the citizenry and the fact, like the Motion is praying, the Minister of 
government itself wil l suffer. Health and others concerned should pay 

· attention to the case of the workers of the ,I 

Therefore; let me not belabou~, ~ssuys, I 
want Members to give supp01ting hands to

1 I It l!, I 

this v~JY Motion. Thank you, veJY\1;11. uch. 1· 
1 ,, r

1
, , l :

1 
• Ul~ 1 ' :~ 

I .~(1' .• 

Mr J. Obidinma (Oji-River): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to support this ' al l ~ 
impo1tant Motion. It is quite unfortunate 
that people will decide to go on strike 
without any negotiations especially those in 
the health sectors who are aware that their 
services involve lives of human beings like 
themselves. 

1"'1 I' I ' ·:! (I 

am, therefore, urging th
1
e h011. 

. I! 1 1fl 
Members to suppo1t this ve1y important 
Motion because, when the 'two elephanti l a~e , 
fighting the grass will be s~ffering. · lfhe 
elephants are the government ''and , ,the 

ill I •• 

striking workers while the grass iare ,the 
patients in the Orthopaedic Hospital who 
are admitted and have no immediate 
alternative. I am urging this honourable 
House to pass all the prayers in this 
particular Motion. Thank you, Mr Speal).er. 

I . I I 1!1: I ~~: ,;1 
' •I , · !r1' ',I, 

Mr E. Maduabu (Awgu So,pth): 1Mrl 
Speaker, I have risen to support ;~nd then" 
talk on this very all-important Motion. The 
situation at the Orthopaedic Hospital is 
better imagined than seen. I witnessed what 
has been going on there, because I was · 
concerned. I had a patient there who i~ an 
amputee and is still under treatment. We 
were told last time to come, and, in fact, it 
was' very pathetic because the operation o.r 

" ' 

I l1 
lil ,, 

,., 

·H ,. , 

d Jl., 
rl· ]I 

1.1 1 ,I ,,J !II 

ii:t 
rll ,,:il· '. •I 

I •' 

J:.t !·•·I ,.,. 
,,. 
;IP 
•;il! 

l1ospitals, not only the National Orthopaedic 
Hospitals, but in this case, the National 
Orthopaedic Hospital Enugu. They should 
t'ake it as a matter of priority. They should pay 
them as and when due. They should know that 
these workers are the life-wires of some people · 
because what is happening there is that you 
will see people there, whose legs or hands are 
cut off and these people are in great pains. 
How much more when you deny them the 
attention that is required for them to keep their 
lives going. 

It is ve1y painful and I w;onder why it is 
happening in Enugu. This Enugu Orthopaedic 
Hospital is serving a lot of States. It is here 
that Ebonyi, Abia, Rivers and Imo come for 
their treatment. So attention should be paid 
and then ... I do not see why the Minister of 
Health should keep mute when a thing of this 
nature is happening. Therefore, I am urging 
our Members to support this Motion and have 
it passed and then we ask the National 
Assembly to urge the authorities concerned to 
come with immediate effect and address the 
situation, because it is too pathetic. Thank 
)iOU. , 

Deputy Speaker (Mr A tigwe) : Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I am in line with the prayers as is 
contained it the Motion by the Sponsor and co
Sponsor. They say, health is wealth. In this 
case, the patients there, according to this 
Motion, not only that they have bad health, 
they are also in prison. Because they said that 
the hospital is under lock and key. This is very 
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inhuman. The authorities concerned should 
do something about it. 

This Motion does not need any panel 
beating. It needs the Members to just1 
buttress the points there and pass the 
Motion accordingly. For that, Mr Speaker, I · 
am saying that the Question be put. 

Question, That the Question be now put, 
. put and agreed to. 

Main Question put and agreed to . 

Resolved: That this honourable House 
do urge the National Assembly to call on 
the Minister of Health, Prof. Eyitayo 
-Lambo, to intervene personally and bring to 
an end the face-off between management 
and .staff of National Orthopaedic Hospital 
Enugu and call off the strike action. 

2) That the management and staff 
should enter into dialogue 
immediately and harmonize all 
existing variables. 

3) That workers should take strikes 
as the last option after 
exhausting all avenues for 
dialogue. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Report Accut·ately- News Reporters 

M r Speaker: It has come to my notice 
.that at times, the Reporters do ' not repolt 
accurately. In most cases, even when 
som(':body' failed to attend sittings, when 
somebody did not participate in the day' s 
sitting, if you' listen to ESBS, they wil l refer 
to an hon. Member saying; "supporting the 
Motion tor adjournment", even when the 
person did not attend sitting. I do not know 
where they manufacture the documents they 
use and agai n, I remembered on Tuesday, 

when ' we met, one of our Colleagues who 
never said anything at that point in time, he 
might have probably said something before 
that time, but I was surprised to hear again 
when they wetJe quoting the said honourable 
Member )as having said something while 
supporting Motion for adjournment. That is 
carelessrtess, that is a criminal act, and I am 
appealing that if you did not enter the 
Chambers, please, for Christ's sake 
supporting Motion for adjournment is not hand 
written and submitted to the press. It is not 
done that way. You must say it right on the 

' ' I Floor of the House and it must be documented. ' 
II 1: 

.;: If wci ' get the Verbatim Rep01t,' you will 
discbver that that person never made any 
corrltnent during ' the day's · deliberation but 
when you listen to the news, it will be talking a 
diffe'rent thing. So, I am appealing to the 
reporters to report accurately. I am talking 
about the press not the Official Reporters. I 
am talking about the press. So, please, you 
should try as much as possible to avoid all 
these unnecessary contradictions. 

Meetings 
,I ~~~~~ 1 j 

j;, Jhe House Committees on Judicimy, Ethics 
and:[1 

1. Privileges and Envirohmental 
Management will meet on the rising of the 
House, room 225. ' 

We are going to have a short briefing in my 
office. It will not take more than five minutes 

plea. se. li:l: , r· , 
I' •! I !!' '! ·I 'I ,, I 

ill . . ' ' 
, !Furthermore, I wish to formerly inform you 

that1 the fuel dump is now functioning •in 'this 
'
1
" . Th I f h I premtses. · ose o you w o 1ave cars can 

I 111
' f' h ' d ~ I d. a ways go t ere an tue · accor mg to your 

I ~ur~e . ·ilt , is meant for both the hon. Members 
and Members of staff of this Assembly. We 
do not encourage jerry cans for whatsoever 
reasons, it is not allowed. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 'II 

Thursday, 12th February, 2004 

(The House mel at 10 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, before us are the Votes 
and Proceedings. I have gone through 
them and found them to be the true 
reflection of what transpired on that 
day. However, I need Members' 
comments. 

Mr C. 0 . Enebe (Awgu N011h) : 
Mr Speaker, I have gone through the 
Votes and Proceedings of" our last . 
sitting. The issue of whether the Bill 
on the Enugu State Environmental 
Protection Agencies is a private · 
Member Bill or Executive Bill is not 
reflected in the Votes and 
Proceedings. 

Mr Speaker: Was there any debate · 
on it? 

Several hon. Members; No! The 
Bill was deferred. 

Mr Speaker: There was no debate; 
it was deferred. 

Mr Enebe: It is necessary to reflect 
the issue of whether the Bill is a 
Government Bill or a private Member 
Bill in the Votes and Proceedings since 
the issue was raised by a Member in this 
House. 

Mr Spea){er: So, what the hon. 
Member for Awgu North (Mr Enebe) is 
saying is that the Votes and Proceedings 
did not say that the Bill is a Government 
Bill or a Private Member Bill. Is there 
any other thing? 

Mr Enebe: It is necessary that that 
should be reflected in the Votes and 
Proceedings so as to enable Members 
study whether the Bill is a private 
Member Bill or Government Bill and 
have more knowledge and also compare 
it with the existing Edict. 

Mr Speaker: Well, I still say that 
there was no debate whether it is a 
Private Member Bill or not. To my 
mind, I think what is supposed to bear the 
entire thing the hon. Member for Awgu 
North (Mr Enebe) is talking about is the 
Verbatim Report and not the Votes and 
Proceedings since there was no debate on 
whether the Bill is a Private Member Bill 
or an Executive Bill. 

M r Enebe: Mr Speaker, can I explain 
further? 

M r Speaker: Why? 

M r Enebe: There is something at 
stake on this issue, suppose after the 
adopt ion of this Votes and Proceedings 
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a1id after a year or so something crops 
up ·and the matter at stake involves 
whethei· the Bill is a Private Member 
B iII or not, how are we going to 

· handle it? 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, I 
think that the Votes and Proceedings, 
to the best of my knowledge, will be 
adopted because our business is to 
legislate and not to debate whether a 
Bill is a · Private member Bill or a 
Government Bill. Our business is to 
legislate and to let us go through the 
relevant documents already existing. 
Although, we have to agree whether a 
Bill is Private Member Bill or a 
Government Bill but the major thing, 
as it is contained in the Votes and 
Proceedings, is that we should make 
available all documents that will help 
us debate effectively on the B iII. 

So, what we only want is a 
Member who will move for the 
adoption of this Votes and 
Proceedings so that we should go 
ahead and approve the Votes and 
Proceedings. So, I will now go ahead 
to move for the adoption of the Votes 
and· Proceedings and I hereby move 
that the Question now be put. 

Mr Speaker: I think the 
explanation is clear to the hon. 
Member for Awgu North (Mr C. 0. 
Enebe). 

Mr Enebe: I am aware of the 
explanation adduced but apart from 

that there is an issue ... (Interruption.\) 

Mr Speaker: Order! The hon . 
Member for Awgu North should not feel 
otherwise. What we are saying is that the 
Bill was deferred not because we are 
unable to find out whether it is a Private 
Member Bill or an Executive Bill. It was 
·deferred because some of the relevant 
:documents were supplied just some few 
minutes before the commencement of the 
sitting. Honourable Members then 
demanded that they · should be given 
sometime to go through the documents. 

. Remember that that was even why we are 
talking about Tuesday next week because 
they said that the documents were too 
voluminous and that they should be given 

· time to go through the documents. 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, that is the 
more reason why the Bill should be taken 
afresh since that issue was not recorded 
in the Votes and Proceedings. 

Leade1·: Mr Speaker, I want to say 
something, in addition to what the 
Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe) said. The 
reason why the Bill was deferred was 
never because of the title of the B iII. If 
we recall the previous meeting before the 
last sitting, it was then that the issue of its 
sponsor came up and it was after that we 
deferred debate on the Bill till the second 
day. Therefore, what the hon . Member 
for Awgu North (Mr Enebe) is saying is 
not correct because during our last sitting 
our Votes and Proceedings of the 
previous meeting were adopted. I do not 
know why these Votes and Proceedings 
should not be adopted. And besides, it 
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·was the Deputy Speaker who raised ,, 
this issue of the Sponsor and it was 
after I had 1i1oved a Motion to step 
down debate on the Bill. So, I do n6t 
think it is proper to start this Bill. 
afresh. 

Mr Speaker: This is just the 
reason why members were talking · 
about starting afresh and I said no 
because we will be making a fool o'f 
.ourselves if a Bill, having sailed 
through the First Reading, we just .. 

· come back and say we do not know 
whether it is a Private Member Bill or 
an Executive Bill. 

We are making a mockery of 
ourselves. Does it mean that we did 1 

not even go through the Bill ab initio? 
We did not go through the Bill from · 

. . jl 

the beginning to dictate whether it is a" 
private B iII or an Executive B iII. So,'li 
let us just a II ow the Votes and II 

Proceedings to read as they are and 
make progress. 

Mr E. Odo (lgbo Etiti East): Mr 
Speaker, 1. think, to my mind, the 
argument as to whether or not the Bill . 
is a Private Bill or an 'Executive Bill ' 
should reflect on the Votes flnd 
Proceedings. A Point of Order was 
raised on the Floor of the House, 
which the Speaker acknowledged. 

Mr Speaker: What did the hon . 
Member for lgboetiti East say the 
Speaker acknowledged? I 
acknowledged the fact of deferment 

-- - -

when the issue of deferment and 
documents were raised. 

Mr Odo: Yes, the issue of deferment 
was agreed upon . The Members then felt 
that the B iII could sti II not go on even 
with the deferment, if the anomaly was 
not corrected. On that basis, there was a 
short argument which now led to Mr 
Speaker asking the Leader (/vfr Ebenyi) 

, to go and put the things in order and we 
are believing that he has put things in 
order. 

Mr Speaker: If there is an argument, 
arguments have sequence and any 
argument after I had put the Question 
should not be retlected in the Votes and 
Proceedings. 

Remember the issue before the House 
that day was that the documents came to 
the Members very late, just some few 
minutes before we started sitting. It was 

· after the Question was put and agreed to 
that the issue of whether it is a Private 
Member Bill or an exeCLJtive Bill came 
up . There is no way it could have been 
retlected in the Votes and Proceedings 
because I do not know the angle it should 
have entered the Votes and Proceedings. 

I 

I 

Mr Odo: The acceptance by Mr 
Speaker of the Point of Order we raised, 
that was Order 26 ( 12), which says that; 
A Member may rise to a point of 
information or explanation on a previous 
~·tatement made by a Member. " So, you 
acknowledged that. 
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I am of the 0p11110n that such an 
issue could have been reflected in our 
Vot:es <tnd Proceed ings. Thank you . 

IVIr Spelll\er: Can we now say that 
\\hen we got thi s Bill, we did not go 
through it and we were unable to 
detect the defect or discover whether 
it is a Private Member Bill or an 
Executive Bill. 

M r Odo: We were able to detect 
that it is ;1 Privme Member Bill. What 
we saw appeared like a Private 
Member Bill. rLo11ghrer) 

M r Sp~al<er: It does appear. 

Dep uty Leader: Fu11her 
clari1ication. I am saying. Mr Speaker. 
that we have fixed a public hearing on 
this i{ill · initiated by the Joint 
Committees. This Bill has already 
been assigned to a Joint Committee of 
this hono urable House . When the Bill 
"·as :1ss igned, one would ha ve 
expected them to rai se objections on 
whether it \·vas a Private Member Bill 
or not. 

IYi r Speal<cr: At this point in ti me, 
let me speak rmm the t'vo sides of my 
mouth. One is th at I have a document 
l'mm the h~)n. Leader of the House and 
this document has to do with a matter 
of urgent public importance referring 
to the correction that we intend to 
make on the Bill before the House and 
il' I co nlin~u.: to argue that it should 
1'1<1\e been rdkcteJ on the Votes and 

Proceedings, on what basis is this Motion 
coming now. 

Mr Enebe: Information! Mr Speaker, 
remember that if we continue to argue on 
this very matter, it will _j eopardize the 
passage ofthat Motion. 

Mr Speaker: Please, Clerks-at-Table 
take note. Let us make progress . 
Somebody should now move fo r the 
adoption of the Votes and Proceedings 
having made all the necessary 
observations and corrections. 

'11 Mr J. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): Mr 
s'peaker, having observed that Members 
are satisfied with the explanat ion. I now 

' move that the Votes and . Proceedings of 
our last sitting be adopted . Thank you . 

Mr F. Amu (Nsukka West): i\'i ;· 
Speaker, I stand to second the Motion. 

Quest~'on put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings 
1 O'" February 2004, 
adopted 

MOTION 

ol rue.wla)l, 
accordingly 

Matter of Urgent Public lmport<lnce 

1. Leader (Mr Ehenyl). Mr Speaker. Sir, 
i' seek the leave of the Hou se to suspend 
Order 25 of the Standing Orders to 
enable me move a Motion on a Matter of 
Urgent Public Importance. 

5)0 

" 

· .. ,. 

. ')·.-.. ~ 
'~:·-: 1 

;· "-I 

·~.:j 
~o 

.. ·,;ji 
' .. ~, 

-~- ·' ,p' 
..-:;~-; - -~ 
.. ::': .-~ 

.Xj.::J 

; ~ -.... ~1 
. . '"<J 

; .;.l 
. ... , .. . ~ -~: , 

.·-.:~,_-.. -··_ ... ·.· ...... : .· .. ~ ··l . .; .'~ ' 
;- _, 

. .. -. 
~--. --· 
.'-~ ,_.,.. 

: < ~ 

.:;::/1 

. '·: ;~1 ,, 1 

· . :)[~ 
~ ::.,-.. ·:-Si 
. '·JJ 

':} 

J 
. . ;.' i'~ii 

. .o~-:,;,.:!-h 

' 
' ' 

1 ; j 
' ' 



• 'i~-) 
·;: ,: 

~ 

r:n11gu :)tate 1-iouse of Assembly Dr.:Lwtes 
1 , 12 Fe bruary, 2004 

. I ~1:1 
ll\ll 

\\\\1 
I 

Deputy Speaker: (!'vir Atigw~): 
Point or Order. He should have said, 

. . I 
as adopted hy the House . 1 

Mr Spc;tktr: Okay. please go on. 

Leader: May I seek the leave of 
the !louse by requesti ng this 
honourable !-louse to suspend Orde,r 
25 of the adoptecl Standing Orders of 

1 Anambra St ate House of Assembly, to ,; 
enable llle move a Motion on a Matter 
of Urgent Public lnqJol·tance. 

Mr Speaker: That was what he 
s<1icl be lo re. 

Mr· E. U. Ezc (Udenu): I rise to 
second the Moti on. 

l I< 

Quesrion p111 und agre(•d ro. \1: 
·.i\ 

Leade r : 1\.lr Speaker. Si1·. may ! 1: 
move the a;11 endment to the Bill with 
respect t\l th e Sponsorship of the 
Enugu Statl: Environmental Protection 
Agency. 2004-

Thm rhis I !nuol!rohlc House 
do hereby approve rhat the 
\lilir<I.L "at the re({lfesf of the 
E.n!cufil'(! " he inserted 
immediull'ly ujier rhr: Ius! word 
'A s:;emhlv ,. in the 
.C. j)()u.\·nrshijJ Cn lllll/11 of the 
.wid Hi//_ 

I am prc .pus ing th is amendment in 
view of tl}e fact th at the Bill was 
forwa rcl ecl to thi s House by Lhe Office 
ofthe Ciove mnr .. . 

·Mr Odo: Point of Order. The Mot ion 
was not seconded. 

Mr Speaker: Yes. 

M r Od o: I have ri sen to second the 
Motion . 

Leader: l thank my hon. Colleagues. 
As I was saying. this Bill was forwarded 
to this House by the Office of the 
Governor th mugh a letter No. 
GHS/123/11! / 199 dated 14111 .J anuary, 
2004; a copy is attached for case of 
reference. 

Any misconception, the ear lier 
incomplete expression must have caused, 
is regretted. 

PRAYER : That the phrase ot the 
request of the £,ecutive be immediately 
inserted after th e incompl ete e;.;p ression 
in the Sponsorship Column of the sa id 
Bill. Be it muved and it is hereby mo ved. 
Signed hon. (Dr) Kingsley Ebcny i, 
Leader/Chairman Rules and Bu siness 
Committee. 

Mr Odo: I accordingly second this 
Motion bearing in mind that if this 
Motion docs not sail through. it wil l 
entirely gi ve a different meaning to the 
Bill. As wt· a ll know, there is a diffe rence 
between a Private Member Bill and an 
Executive l3i ll. We ought to kno w the 
credits and mer its of the Bill . The Leader 
sponsors the Executive B iII on the 
request of the Executi ve . That clause 
should be printed in the Bill. Novv thi s 

I' Motion seeks to correct the e !Teet for 
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speedy passage of this Bill. I urge my 
Colleagues to support this Bill. It is 
.not contentious. This Motion will 
enable us mak.e progress .. 1 than)~ M~~ 
Speaker, once more for giving me the 
opportunity to speak. I call on my 
Colleagues to support this Motion. 

Mr En!!he: l have rise!} · to 
contribute to this short Motion. First 
of all, I support the · amendment · 
contained i11. the . Motion, . Last tin1e, 
we were talking about clarification; . 
whether it i:s1a Private Membe1· &Ill' or • 

. an Executive Bill. If we go through 
our Rules, Rules 40 alJ!d 41 deal with 

..;.; ~ ' f-v.· , .. 
Private Men~ber. Bill . By..th'e' tim~ this 
Bill came to us, it appeared like a 
Private Member Bill, without 
satisfying the Rules. 

.... ~ •. ··; 

This Motion now seeks to change 
the face of the Private Member Bill 
which means that the provisions of 
Rules 40 and 41 are no longer 
necessary afld once this Motion · is 
passed, the records will be StJ:aight 
and those who will go through' qur · 
records by the time we have left, will 
know that we mean business; that we .· 
tried to be 'to~sistent as' we sh-b'uid: ·. 

· The Leader, as I said last time, has 
. ·'.· ., dual· . ~~sponsibility inM\this ·. Hou;:;.e as 

Member anch also as the Leader of the 
House. He has the right to sponsor 
Private Member . Bills and also 
Government B i lis, but each time, he is 
sponsoring a Bill the clarification ·is~ 
very necessary so that whichever way 
he goes we should know. 

I • , i . •• r 

( •' ' : .J"· ...:!·· 

, •"J .C•\ ' • 

} 

Thank you; very much . 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, lny support to the Motion 

. ' 

moved by the Leader can be best 
appreciateq by asking you to put the 
Question. 

Mr-J. Anichukwu. (Nkanu East): Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, I support entirely the 
Motion moved by the Leader but I want 
·us to remember that the issue of whether 
it · is · a Private Member Bill or an 

:'Execu't1veBrh sl~ould not be-the question. 
· So· in trying to find out the source of the 
B.~ll .. ... 
} 

Deputy Speaker: Point of Order. 

Mr Speak~r: Let me remind the bon. 
Member for Nkanu East (Mr Anichukwu) 
that at this point in time, there is .· a · 
Motion before us and the Leader sought 
the leave of the House to suspend Order 
25 and it was duly seconded and people 

· have been speaking on this Moti0n. So,
at this point in time, what he should be . 
saying ' is purely on the Motion. The 
leader realized what members are say ing 
ab·out ~he titJe and sponsorship and he 
caine Lip with: the Motii:m.· So the issue of 
whether to insert or expunge (Laughter) 
Sll,OU!d. not come up, !So. let us talk on the 

· !, M-otion before the Ho~se. 
. IJ: 

;li Mr J. Ankhukwu : Mr Speaker, Sir, 
'' thank you for the correction. I completely 
suppo11 the Bill and call on members to 
help make the Motion sail through. 
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Mr E. Ez~ (Udenu): Mr Speaker,jll ' There will be a meeting · of House 
Sir, I have risen to give my supp011 to :l ,,Committee on Education, Science and 
this Motion coming from ti-ie Le~der 1i 1 Technology at the Chairm<;tn's office, 
of this House. The Motion is trying to 1 roon~? 16. 
put us on the right track. If this I 
Motion has not come up, we would 
have been derailing, trying to 
diagnose a Blll which I termed 
anonymous - without an autl;or., 

. What this Motion· is trying to do ,is t~ll 
author th'e Bill before us. •This 
honourable House, at this 1 poit~t in ' 
time is in ·no way in , a positiop to 
campaign a B iII without an author. 
But this ame1iclment has put us in 
proper perspective .through the source 
and author ,.of the Bill. Therefore, I 
thank the mover of the Motion. 
Having said so, may I novy request 
that the Question be put. ,, 

~~~ 
Question, That the quest~on be now 

put. put and agreed to. ' :11 
·I' II I 

Main Question put and agreed to. 
·' 

Resolve,d: That this honourable 
House do hereby approve that the 
words: "at the request of the · 

· executive" · be inserted immed.iately 
after the last wmd "Assembly" •,itl: the 
sponsorship coiumil ofthe said Bill. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Mr Speaker: I request a meeting 
. in my office just for a brief 
information. It will not take two 
minutes. 

,., 

,, 
;il 
:II 
·It 

I' I 

I 

Please, like I said earlier, the Clerks
at-Table s\'>ould take note because there 
should be a link between the Motion we 
adopted now 1..11d what we said earlier. I 
am aware that there are so many Bills 

'I still being wotked on by various 
11 committees. Tho~ responsible shou ld 
, try to report out. 

There are many Bills written by hon. 
Members. These B i lis are recei v·, '"l 
attention . We cannot cl iscu::r:; any B iII not 
published in a Newspaper. For us to 
discuss the Bill; all necessary procedures 
must be follow€d, Some of. these Bills 
we have passed ~u-e Executive Bills . I 
have the confident'!~ that some hon. 

' Members can come up with their own 
Bills, so we can have Private Member 
Bill. 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, Sirl 1ny 
question is concerning the time ·of 
publication of the Bill in a new~pape r. 
Th~ Rule says, in addition to this, is the 
official gazette. Can we be doing the 
two? \!lay I read it Mr Speaker? 

Mr Spe.ker: Okay, go ahead. 

Mr Eneb~: lt says: 40( 1) An_v Member 
who ·wishes to '110ve jill· leave to hring in 
a bill shall give nolic:e of such Morion hv 
.~ending a coJ.;; of the provision.,· 
proposed to be embvfied in the bill to the 
Clerk who shall cau~"&·Jq,em to be printecj 

553 ' 

)ill 
"' ~ jl~ 

I· 

I 

I ·I'' 
il~' ;i 

j 1 1.~ I.; ~I j: ,~ 
ir'.f I 

• I I 1l1 

·!.r 'II ', 
I . 

.:! ·· -.. ,.~, 

i 
I 

.._______ 

, I 

•I 

i 
I '~ 

r''l
il~:~~.~ ,. 

I 

I j,j' j4 ld • 1·~ 

. ,. 
j 

'I' I 

jr ... ,. 1 

1"1 ~ ' i 

r-.,!,1 :II 
'''':ill!,' 

I ;11 1 ~~ ' I 'I 
;,, 

I t~'i 
I ! ~ ' I ; ! . I ' : 

~!I f' j' F. 
'1•1: ~~~ fl 

'· 1.1. 



I 

I' 

''I' \li 
1!! I ~ : ' 

•I'"! I 

j ~ ' It ,; 'I l l ~ 'I I 

,!''I·· 

II ,, 
··h·''' 

t'l!• 

l>lt••;l, 
ila' 

.•!:. ' I• 
ji ll• .~ lli.i 
'II'' :1 I il'•i··· I 

1"111 

I, 
,1,1 t• 

~. j, :; 

A 

I 

!J, 

IIU7 

Enugu Srare House ojAssembly Debates 
11 February. 1004 110:\ 

and published in the Enugu State of 
Nigeria Official Gazette and shall 
send a copy to every Jv!ember. 

(2) A bill may, in addition tu the 

publication in the official Gazette be 
published · in any of the other 
irifcmnatim7 rnedia for the d tention of 
the generol p'ublic. That is all Mr 
SpeakeL 

Mr . Speaker· Honourable 
Col leagues, Rule 52 also Spys: If it 
appetu-s to !11r Spwker Ji"om the notice 
of rhe terms pnposed to be embodied 
i• a bill !lot the proposals are 
[ntended to aflect or benefit some 

- particular person, association or 
c01porate body then: 

(1) Before f?llowing such a bill 
· t.o be read the first time Mr 
Speaker shall sati.s:fjl himself 
that, in addition to the 
notices already presented 
unde1: Standing Order 40 
(Notice · regarding Bills) , 
crdcfitional notice of the bill 
hits · been given by . 
advertising a statement of its 
general nature and objects' 
in i.he ufficial Gazelle and in 
une new.1paper circu/alfl1g 
in Nigerio, (Laughter) 

Honourable Colleagues. there is no 
way we can wave these thir.gs. There 
is no way ~e can just .>ay that we' 
bring a bill. nobody is aware of it, no 
publication, no of1cial gazette, 
notl.1ing and we g~ ahead and start 

passing the Bill. It is not done anyw here 
please. 

Mr Enebe: Even a Government Bill? 

Mr Speaker: Yes, even Government 
Bills. There is no Government Bill that 
is not gazetted before we go on with it. 

' Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, in respect to 
what the . hon. Member for Awgu North 
(Mr Enebe) asked about Government 
B'ills, a Government Bill is a Government 
Bill. Government, through tl~e BilL tells 
the'' people what it wants to do . So, one 
does not expect Government to tell the 
peo'ple , before it carries out any of her 
p1'ogrammes. Government cannot 
p~1blish her programmes in the newspape'r 
before she carries them out. 

1Mr Speaker: I want to inform the 
Lead'er of the House, that what the hon. 
Member for Awgu North (Mr Enebe) is 
tryihg to say is that the Government, B iII, 
unlike a Private Member Bill whi ch may 
center on individual interest or a group 
inte~est, a Government Bill affects the 
lives of many citizens. 

So, his assumption is very clea i· . 
There is no Government Bill that has 
nothing to do with your own life and my 
own life. 

!I 
Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, what we are 

saying is that even a Private Member Bill 
affects the people. If you conduct public 
hearing on every Bill, it will be free and 
fair. That is what I am saying. 
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~r Speaker: What I a1~ saying is ·JI· who ';Vi shes this procedure to be amended 
that if an hon. Member has ~ritten a · · i can come and point it out to the Rules 
Bill he should follow the procedure. If and Business Committee of the House. 
The procedure is that he tTtust 'publ

1
ish 

and gazette it, period. ' ADJOURNMENT 

Mr Enebe: Mr Spec1ker, vve shall 
amend the Rules . 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, .I mo ve that 
the House do now adjourn till Tuesday 

, I 1 1 :, I i 11 February 2004, at I 0 a.m. 
(j I ·f 

Mr Speaker: · If we amend ': the ,]• ,i.j 
Rules that is okay, but as far ~s it' I~ 
remains the way it is now. that is'11 the J 
procedure. ·1 

Parking Space 

Mr Enebc: Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
second the Motion, and in doing so, I 
want to draw the attention of this 
honourable House to the fact that parking 
space has become a problem in thi s 
House. I wish that something should be 
done urgently to that effect so that people 

M r It. U. Eze ( Udenu): Mr, 
SpeaktT, Sir. my question is on the 
word publication . I think if we 
publish the heading of the Bill. it is as 
goLKI as having published the Bill. Or,. 
clo~s the word publication mean ;the · 
entire contents of the Bill? • Iii 

' will see spaces where to park their cars. 

ijl 

M S
., I y I . :il. r . pea ~er : es, t 1e ent1re

1
• • 

' I 
contents. 

Mr Ezc: Tn this. I say No! Nobody 
can publish ove1· lifty pages of a Bill, 
(/A,ugli!er}. If one publishes the title 
of the B iII that is sufticient, Mr 
Speaker ( Prolonrzed Loll':!,hfel~) . ,, ! 

u ' l 

Mr Enebe: There are some Bills ',! 
I !j i 

that are up to 50 or more pages, how · '· 
c:~u 1 ·he j)Ubli sh them. 

Leader:· Mr Speaker, Sir, what I 
have to say about the publication and 
the question of amending our 
Standing Orders, is that work is in 
progress on the 
Standing 01·dcrs 

amendment of, the 
and . any Membe_r

1 'II 

Thank you . 

Quesfion pul and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourn till Tuesday I t 11 February. 2004. 
atlOa.m . 

Adjourned accordingly atl.20 p.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY ' 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA I 

·' 
Tuesday, 1 th February, 2004 

(The House met at 10 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND ·· 
PROCEEDINGS 

:11i 

Mr Speal<er: Honourable Colleagues, 
before the House are the Votes 1,and 
Proceedings of Thursday 12th February, 
2004. I have gone through them and to the 
best of my knowledge, they are correct. 
However, I call for hon Members 
comments. Thank you. 

Mr E. C. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equally gone through 
the Votes and Proceedings of Thursday, 
12°' February, 2004, and have found them 
to be correct. Therefore, I move for the 
adoption of the said Votes and Proceedings. 
Thank you, Sir. 

Mr F. E. Amu (Nsukka East) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second the Motion for 
the adoption of the Votes and Proceedings 
of Thursday lt11 February, 2004. Thank 
you, Sir. 

Question put and agreed to. 
:ll·: 
·II 

' ' h 
Votes and Proceedings ofThursday 121 

February, 2004 accordingly adopted. 

··tl 
II 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

THE ENUGU STATE 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

AGENCY BILL, NO. 2, 2004 

A Bill for a Law to Establish the Enugu 
State Environmental Protection Agency and 
other Matters Connected Therewith. 

(Adjourned Debate on Second Reading, 
3'd February, 2004) 

Leader (Mr Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, Sir, 
hon. Colleagues, I hereby move that the Bill 
on Enugu State Environmental Protection 
Agency be read a Second time. 

Mrs C. Ene (Udi South) : Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I rise to second the Motion moved by 
the Leader of the House. Thank you, Sir. 

Leader: Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir. 
The Bill before this House, the Enugu State 
Environmental Protection Agency, Bill No. 
2, 2004, is a very important one in the sense 
that this Bill is people oriented and has 
direct impact on the people of Enugu State. 
The Bill seeks to establish the Enugu State 
Environmental Protection Agency and also 
to create a healthy environment for the 
people ofthe State. 

The Agency when established, will 
among other functions, oversee the general 
protection and development of the Enugu 
environment for sustainable development. 
The Agency will advise the Government on 
adequate rehabilitation necessary for areas 
in the State affected by pollution or natural 
disasters, and more importantly advise the 
Government on the adequate compensation 
payable to commumt1es affected by 
environmental pollution or natural disasters 
such as flood, fire, oil spillage due to 
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leakage from old pipes, etc. Mr Speaker, 
Sir, you will recollect that a few months 
ago we had oil spillage in one community 
in Aninri Local Government Area and we 
had another oil spillage at Okpuofu in lsi
Uzo Local Government Area. Also at Uzo
Uwani Local Government Area, we had 
flood disaster but because we do not have 
an agency or a body that is in charge of 
environment, no compensation was paid to 
the affected communities. On the 
establishment of the Enugu State 
Environmental Protection Agency, they 
will be in charge of the environment and 
whenever such disaster occurs they will be 
able to advise the government adequately 
on the type of compensation that could be 
paid to the victims. Other functions of the 
Agency shall include: 

a) the maintenance of clean and 
healthy environment in the 
State; 

b) the removal and disposal of any 
vehicle(s) abandoned or 
cannibalized on any road in the 
State; 

If you walk round the whole city you 
will see cars vandalized and spoilt cars 
parked here and there all over the place. 
Nobody takes care of them. But once this 
Agency has responsibility to remove those 
cannibalized vehicles, they wil l be forced to 
take care of those abandoned vehicles and 
to make sure that they are removed from 
our streets. The owners of such vehicles 
will be penalized, and they will pay some 
fines for packing unlawfully. 

c) thirdly, their functions shall also 
include impounding any 
vehicle(s) that is/are improperly 
kept or packed along the roads 
in the State; 

d) controlling and supervising 
sewage disposal services; and 
finally 

e) the establishment, maintenance 
and clearing of public 
conveniences etc. 

It will be recalled that a monthly 
sanitation day was set aside for the cleaning 
of our environment. This practice had been 
in existence until the advent of the present 
civilian administration. This Bill, in 
addition seeks to reintroduce monthly 
sanitation day. This makes the last 
Saturday of every month to be observed as 
Sanitation Day. On that day, there will be 
general clean-up activities between the 
hours of 7 a.m. to 10 a.m. same day. 
Everybody will be involved except people 
on essential services, the sick and people 
exempted by the Agency or Authority. It 
also involves those in the rural areas. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, you will agree with me 
that if you make any law without adequate 
enforcement, that law is as good as being 
useless. Therefore, in order to enforce this 
law and ensure its sustainability, there is 
provision under this law for the 
establishment of Mobile Environmental 
Protection Court which shall be presided 
over by a Magistrate and shall have 
jurisdiction to try offences and hear and 
determine civil causes and matters relating 
to environment under this law. The court 
equally has jurisdiction to try offences 
committed on sanitation days. There is 
provision by the Agency to establish local 
government Environmental Committees and 
Liaison Offices in each Headquarters of the 
56 Local Government Areas of the State 
and shall be headed by the Chairman of the 
Local Government Area. The Committee 

. will be in charge of creating enabling 
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environment for the people of the ~ocal 
Government. . ;;, ~~ J,l 

:w 'I II' 
I iii' I 

Mr Speaker, to maintain a healthy 
environment is not an easy task; it requires 
adequate funding. Thus the Bill makes 
provision in the Second Schedule for 
Environmental Development Fees which is 
categorized so as to enable the people 
comply. The aim is to get the people 
involved and committed in keeping their 

I " environment clean. The fees are. charged 
according to the size and type of bushness 
or establishri:lent in o;der to comple111ent 
Government's efforts in maintainingr the 
environment. li 1 

I 

Cleanliness, they say, is next to 
Godliness and a healthy State is a wealthy 
State. Therefore I urge my hon. Colieagt1es 
to rise in support of this Bill so that Enugu 
State and its environment will be clean and 
healthy in order to attract investors :who 
will come arid invest in the State. Tha!lf 
you, Mr Speaker. 1!• 

I!' ,,, 
Mr C. 0. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 

Speaker, I have risen to contribute to the 
debate on the Enugu State Environmental 
Protection Agency Bill. Mr Speaker; you 
will agree with me that a saying goes that 
cleanliness is next to Godliness. The 
importance of clean environment cannot be 
overemphasized. ·· · 

" . 
I li 

We say that we want to have ~lean 
environment, we must entrust such an 
important matter in the hands of compytent 
organisation. That is what this Bill seeks to 
do. We should not just say that we want to 
have a clean environment, we should go 
further to establish an Agency that will be 
charged with the responsibility to make 
sure that our environment is clean, so that if 
our environment is not clean we will know 

I 

:who to hold. It is important to note that just 
as we want to keep our bed-rooms or our 
sitting rooms clean, there is need to equally 
keep our environment clean. 

I have gone through this Bill and the 
contents. of the Bill to the best of my 
knowledge are okey. But I want to urge this 
House to introduce something that I feel is 
missing in this Bill. Section 40 talks about 
discharging of toxic waste in the 
environment and if we pass this Bill the way 
it is, it is open ended. I am looking at what 
i~ obtainable in advanced countries, I want 
to see a situation whereby we go further to 
introduce a Mission Test on vehicles in our 
State. 

In advanced countries what is done is 
that the moment the established Agency 
sees any vehicle that is polluting the 
environment it will impound it. And if we 
should bring in automobile vehicles we 
should equally look for Mission Test to 
ensure that the vehicles are fit to ply on the 
roads, otherwise we will end up spending 
our meager resources on drugs by going to 
the hospitals. 

So, I want to see the Mission Test 
introduced in this State so that all these 
vehicles that are not fit to ply on our roads 
will be removed. If one's vehicle is 
involved in toxic waste one should go for 
repairs or change the engine to make sure 
that the environment is save. 

Another aspect I want to talk on is the 
issue of Waste Management as it affects 
human waste. Mr Speaker, you will agree 
with me that the practice of each building 
having soak-away will · be abated; for 
instance, the present layouts that we are 
having in Enugu now. It will be important 
and worthwhile if we can introduce a 
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central sewage disposal system where the 
people living in a particular estate will 
channel all their human wastes for easy 
treatment and for easy collection. If it is 
done individually, there is no way one can 
guarantee what is happening there. The 
human waste can be airborne. Probably, 
the landlords or tenants may not have the 
resources to even treat it. The odour from 
that particular compound will affect the 
people who are living in the 
neighbourhood. But if we introduce central 
sewage disposal system, it will help a lot. 

I am not talking about Independence 
Layout or Uwani or other places; I am 
talking about the new layouts being 
introduced. As Enugu and its environs are 
expanding there is need to introduce ·this 
central sewage disposal system. 

I would like to talk about fines, fines 
will be abused if it is not taken care of. 
Therefore, this Bill should state that the 
fines the offenders should pay would be 
determined and approved from time to time, 
by the Executive (appropriate Ministry). Mr 
Speaker, I do not want to over labour my 
debate except that, I want to state that there 
is a need to ensure that the Agency should . 
be established within our own society. And 
I equally want to say that there is a need to 
strengthen · the School of Health 
Technology at Oji River. That is where 
you will draw the core staff that will help to 
manage this Agency. Thank you, very 
much. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr 
Speaker, I totally align myself to this Bill. 
The primary aim of this Bill is 
environmental, water, land, and air 
protection. Mr Speaker, this Bill is very, 
very important in the sense that it will go a 
long way in bringing environmental 

l 

cleanliness to the entire State. Take for 
instance the abolition of bucket latrines 
wl)ich had been in use in this State for 
sometime now, re-introduction of bucket for 
dustbin in our vehicles, the monthly 
environmental sanitation, use of approved 
bags for refuse at our various houses. All 
th~se will bring to a stop industrial wastes 
rriore especially at Onyeama Hill, Ninth 
Mile and Nsukka road. Re-introduction of 
sanitary inspectors, will go a long way 
towards enhancing cleanliness in Enugu 
State. There will be reduction in accident 
rate because vehicles that are packed along 
our roads will be impounded. 

In the area of noise control. In some 
yards some people generate a lot of noise 
either from their musical sets or any other 
type of noise and this can be a disturbance 
to 'their neighbours . So this Bill will go a 
long way in bringing about noise control in 
our various houses. Good health will be 
assured because of this all-important Bill. 
We · all know that a clean environment is 
next to good health. It will enhance good 
health to the people in general. 

It will also boost revenue generation, 
more especially now that the budget has 
been passed in Enugu State. It will 
strengthen the achievement and the aim of 
our budget. It will be a realistic budget 
because this Bill will go a long way in 
raising our revenue standard. 

Mr Speaker, with all these points, I 
strongly align myself with this Bill and I 
urge my bon. Colleagues to speak in favour 
of this Bill. Thank you. 

Mr M.N. Onyeze (lgbo Eze North I): 
Mr Speaker, I have risen to support this all
important Bill that deals on environment. 
We !1 are all aware tl1at the present 
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governffient of Enugu State · has been, 
investing a lot of money on : health,, 
particularly in this year's budget when we 
are expecting a Teaching Hospital in the 
State. Whatever one invests on health 
without good environment is like wasted 
fund because if one is treated and stays·in a 
bad environment, one will fall sick again. 
Therefore, this Bill seeks to compliment the 
efforts of the Ministry of Health in keeping 
the environment clean. It is not dnly1!1by 
working in the hospital alone, all ili'qse 
people who are engaged in keeping ~he 
environment clean will be helping 

1
1to 

· prevent diseases, thereby helping to 
1
,reduce 

the number · of patients admitted in the 
hospitals. For that reason, this Bill should 
be supported. 

We are also aware that democrayy has 
attracted a lot of investment in the State. 
As a matter of fact, Enugu State is rank~d ,1 
high as an investment friendly state. That 
is why we have something like AMA 
Brewery at Ngwo, Enugu, which is. the 
largest of such Brewery in Africa and we 
know that more investors are coming, in the 
manufacturing sector we have what is 
called externalities, ie, we have to lose in 
some aspects and one of such aspects is on 
our environment. We have air polluti,on 
and all sorts of hazards. : 

I I il, 
There is therefore the need for a body ' ,, 

that is authorized to regulate the excesses of 
manufacturers in terms of air pollution and 
other hazards which the ordinary citizen 
will be suffering if they are not controlled. 
Those of use who pass along 9111 Mile 
Corner/Nsukka road will understand that 
people are confronted with one type of 
pollution or the other. I believe that the 
agency will now have the power to visit 

• I 
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regularly those manufacturing companies 
and help them to maintain a healthy 

' environment. In as much as we need the 
economic development of the State, we also 
need a good environment to prevent more 
diseases because our degree of resistance is 
not the same. 

This Bill also seeks to re-focus the 
Agency itself, because, most of the time the 
officers that are given the responsibility to 
help keep the environment clean do not 
concentrate on their work, rather · they go 
out and continue extorting money from the 
people. I believe that this Bill will re-focus 
them and make them more result-oriented in 
terms of keeping a more clean environment 
for our people. If you go to places like Port 
Harcourt, the capital of River State, the 
Environmental Workers work during the 
night, cleaning the environment so that 
when you come out in the morning, the 
streets will be clean, looking like a new 
place. I believe this Bill, if passed into law, 
will re-focus the environmental Agency of 
the State so that we will have a better 
environment. 

I have to make few obserVations on the 
Bill. I hope the committee handling it will 
do a lot of work on the offences and 
penalties, that is, part 6, section 36. If you 
look at the powers given to the workers of 
this environmental Agency, and knowing 

· that we are all Nigerians, if you give such 
elastic power to operate without proper 
checks, there is the tendency that it will be 
abused or used to maltreat the less · 
privileged people. Let me read for 
example: (d) of that Section 36 to highlight 
the type of powers that have been given to 
these people. Any person who does anything 
which in the opinion of an authorized 
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officer of the Agency, constitutes nuisance 
in a street, highway, open spaces or in any 
place adjoining a dwelling house, factory, 
school, workshop or any public institution. 
What I am trying to say here is that if·you 
give such powers in Nigeria you have to 
clearly define its meaning, otherwise they 
can jump into any place and say that people 
are causing nuisance, that your speaker is 
too loud and start collecting money from 
people. So I am appealing to the 
Committee that will handle this Bill to 
liaise with the Agency so that the offences 
will be clearly defined. 

If you look at page 28(f) and (g), you 
will also see something like: any person 
who allows dirt in the form of waste paper, 
wood, metal or other matter to be left or 
littered within 20 metres of his place of 
abode, company, factory, office, school, 

. shop, market store or any public institution. 

What I am trying to say is that some of 
these areas or offences should be clearly 
defined and contracted. That is from 
Section 36(a) to (n). 

If you look at (g) again, you can see: 
any person who discharges, deposits or 
leaves urine, faeces or other human waste 
or allows dirty water to accumulate in any 
place other than a well constructed toilet; 
should be punished 

Any of us can be held for this offence. I 
appeal to the House Committee on 
Environment to liaise 'with the Agency so 
that they contract Section 36(a) to (n) and 
get the offences clearly defined so that 
when one is committing an offence one 
knows that one has actually committed an 
offence otherwise if you have a quarrel 
with your neighbour you will go and invite 
Enugu State Environmental Protection 

Agency to come and arrest him because 
there are feaces behind his house. So, I 

. appeal to the Committee to couch the Bill in 
!such a way that offences should be clearly 
!defined so that we have blessed schemes. 
' i jl 

\ ·: With this contribution Mr Speaker, 
.• wholeheartedly support this all-important 
'Bill that is talking of healthy environment. 

1Thankyou. 

Mr E.C. Maduabu (Awgu South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to support this all
important Bill. It is a ·high impact Bill 
because it touches on the life of the people 
·of this State. Enugu State used to be one of 
.the cleanest State in the Federation. That 
\was as far back as 1960s, 70s and early 80s, 
but of recent, it seems that waste has taken 
:over all the · places. There is no road in 
Enugu State now that is clean. Almost all 
~he major roads have been closed with dirts 
rnd it is a risk to the State. 

. 
1
i t, Therefore, the establishment of 
;Environmental Protection Agency of Enugu 
iState is very important to management of 
~ the disposal of waste in the State. It calls 

, for healthy living in the State. The Agency 
when established will now advise the State 
Government on the proper utilization of one 
per cent ecological fund which is meant for 
the maintenance of environment. It will 
seek to control and preserve the 
environment and natural resources of the 
State. It will now ensure that all the 
building plans for the industrial layout and 
lnarkets take cognizance of the waste habits 

' like sanitary aspect of such buildings. It . 
'· Will as well ensure that the factory complies · 

'With laws whereby as it affects workers 
~elfare and safety. The abolition of bucket 
latrine system wiiJ also be enforced. These 

- ~re the things that the Agency is trying to 
;ft!ard,

1 
against in order to preserve and 
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ensure a healthy environment in the . ~tate; 'li;j In the past, some people do observe the 
· This is very important. 11 ,; Iii!:· ' ~~- sanitation day just for the fun of it. Even 

: ~. '~: .· , ',\ those whose responsibility it is to evacuate 
. The area where one of the i speakers 

1 
• the garbage will even have problems on the 

talked about is very comprehensive. 1 The 
1 

street about what they should be doing. But 
way we throw our wastes is not in this Bill there is a recommendation of 
encouraging. We throw away feaces, and introducing Mobile Court, so that anybody, 
dirts haphazardly. Punishment should be . who thinks that the environment should not 
meted to offenders; they should be made to be clean should definitely have to think 
pay. What I am saying is that th~ twice because there is no way anybody who 
management should be sincere. When ·this •· goes contrary to the provisions, would go 
law is made, I doubt if there will b~ scot-free . With that, we are even · more 
something like victimizing a p,erson who conscious of the need for us to have a clean 
has not committed any offence.' That will , environment. 
not happen because if one defecates1 and 
somebody reports to the Agency, 1 the 
Agency will go to the scene and see the 
waste and the person will be arrested, and 
adequate punishment meted to him. 

I am seeing this as a very important bill, 
which every hon Member in this house 
should not hesitate to support. ' Therefore,:'! 
plead that fellow hon. Members should give 

.~ 

this Bill their full support. Thank youY 

Mr J. N. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, thank you for giving me this . 
opportunity to identify with this Bill, which 
I call an all embracing Bill. I have taken 
time and pains to go through the Bill, and 
have discovered that I really forgot to point 
out some areas of interest as contained in · 
the Bill. There is no, amount of 

111 

contribution made towards the sanitation 
Bill that anybody will say is too much 
because Enugu State, in particular, has been 
known for its beauty. 

On several occasions we observed the 
sanitation day, on the last Saturday of every · 
month. This is ah innovation; there is 
another attaclunent that will make it 
positively new. 

Mr Speaker, this Bill needs a lot of long
term observation. We are all aware of the 
fact that about five or six months past, this 
House has ~ devoted much of her time to 
passing Motions on oil spillage down to the 
East, West, North and South. Even at this, 
the villagers who suffer the problem, only 

i knew that they have representatives, and 
1'1 incidentally when they report to either the 

Chairman or the House, we have no option. 
J• than to come up with a Motion. 

For almost three months, this House was 
on Motion on oil spillage and we only had 
to urge either the NNPC or the Federal 
Government to do something about it, 
which at the end, they will not do much. 
This Bill, if passed, will give 
encouragement to the Enugu State 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(ENSEPA) so that if there is any problem, 
either man-made or otherwise, we have an 
Agency to report to and hold respor · · 
.and they will take action immedi?' 

Why I am sayinr: 
that the Bill i~ 
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sanitation in the past, we just concentrate 
on the urban areas. 

bridge across Nyaba River nearly collapsed 
because of earth excavation. If this type of 
Bill was in place, at least the people 

We have forgotten that pollution could excavating the sand as a way of making 
be even through the water we drink. So the money will have known the implications 
Bill if passed now, will go a long way to that at the end the state government will 
control even those who fish in the rural ·spend so much in reactivating the bridge. 
areas. They use all sorts of chemicals to ' " 
kill fish, and they do not know the We have to use the little resources we 
implications of the chemicals. For instance, have to solve the problems we have actually 
it is used to kill fish, any human being that created for ourselves. On cursory look, we 
eats that fish, has taken poison. In addition, . notice that the so-called · businessman in 
when one drinks water from such rivers, it their efforts to get money, and unconscious 
will equally affect ones health. We were all of the implications come to residential areas 
crying because of oil spillage crossing to build industries even when the Industry is 
through one or more communities, and as if ·: not actually supposed to exist there. If the 
that is not enough, the chemical is equally f ·Bill is implemented effectively I am 
posing another danger to human health. rl convinced that no industry will be sited 
This Bill if well implemented will go a long · wrongly to the detriment of human health, 
way towards making sure that the people ·and no industry will be sited where human 
are enlightened. beings are living. This is to avoid air 

Mr Speaker, Sir, this Bill will help the 
Women Affairs Commission to make sure 
that lunatics and beggars in Enugu State are 
taken care of and settled in a proper place. 
Incidentally, it appears that nothing has 
been done because the problem lingers on. 
The contents of this Bill if passed, will 
specifically give ENSEPA authority to 
search all places inside the town, etc., to 
take care of all the lunatics, and all the 
beggars and probably to rehabilitate them to 
make their lives much better. 

This Bill is all encompassing and it is 
self sustaining. While going through the 
'!.ill one will observe Jots of offences and 

1alties. The authorities will not say that 
do not have money, to implement or 

'! the BilL They will have enough 
'1ecause they will generate funds 

·ke care of their operations. I can 
'1at sometime last year, we were 

• to our village because the 

pollution occasioned by chemical wastes. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, even if this Bill comes 
up five times I will make my input five 
good times. I have gone through the Bill 
and other aspects of the Bill as they involve 
human health and existence in Enugu State. 
·1·very much appreciate the Bill, I assure my 
.hon. Colleagues that when the time comes, 
we will give the Bill a speedy passage. 

· Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir. 

Mr Speaker: I also thank the hon 
Member for Nkanu East (Mr Anichukwu). 
We are not in a hurry to pass the BilL We 

' want to get your minds about the Bill. Even 
, if you' want to speak again you :will be 
1 allowed. 
,I 

1. ' .• 

t' . ·:r I want to appeal for your · kind 
\i' interventions to restrict movements on the 

Floor of the House and that hon Members 
should sit down to listen to debates. I do not 
like people moving about no matter how 
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' you think you are organised. A littl~ m~~e ~·~ . go~ernments have · been enacting their 
could distract one's attention, and .. ,before ·~ environmental Bye-laws which goes a long 
you know it, you have started derailing on ,'t, way in conflicting ' what this Agency is 
the debate. ' I · · t doing and in so doing have created multiple 

'· '' 'i • ' identities so much so that if people come 
At the appropriate time, I will relocate today and say that there is Ministry of 

the hon Member for Udi South (Mrs Ene), Envirorunent or ENSEPA, the next month 
in her own best interest. you see another people coming, and the 

Mr E. Odo · (Igbo-Etiti East): Mr , 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to allow myself' 

. • ., ·I" 
contnbute to the debate. The 1mportance

1
of 

this Bill cannot really be over,-emphasised. , 
I I •Ill I 

You will realize that apart from the general 
. protection and development oft our i 
environment, this Bill will • assist to 
recondition our resources . .It will als~ a~sist 
with the provision and maintenance of our 
refuse dumps and sewage disposal 
facilities. Most of my Colleagues have 
already highlighted the importance of this 
Bill. While supporting what they have said, 1 

. I wish to point out some little area~ wh~r~ ijl 

· the Committee may wish to make slight ' 
· amendments to avoid altering th;

1 
entirei 

concept of the Bill. : ' 
,. 

Mr Speaker: Excuse me! I think that ' 
the hon. Member for Igbo-Etiti East (Mr 

Odo) is the Chairman of the Committee. 

Mr Odo: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am 
speaking .like an individual becausF it. i~ 
part ofthe debate. '' 1 :lr

1 

'111 
' ,, I " I 'I''' t , 1 Mr Speaker: OK. · , I L~ • , 

·I' ~, 
I I ' 

Thank you, Mr 
1 

Speaker, for you'r 
protection. I want to re-address our: minds 
to the issue of the conflicts as regards to the 
various laws on local governments that one 
may wish to really anchor this Bill. 

next two months you see another group of 
people coming. So, we are believing that 
this Bill will once and for all address the 
issue of clashes between the .laws of the 
State and those of the Local qovernments' 
administration . 

I also wish to point out that Section 89 
of the Bill seeks to confer on the 
magistrates the powers to adjudicate on 
flaws or anomalies created or breach of this 
very Bill but there is a problem there. If we 
confine this issue to the Magistrate alone 
then the implication is that the Magistrate 
must carry out his judicature beyond his 
jurisdiction. Then, in a situation where this 
Agency catches somebody who has flouted 
the law and that offence exceeds that 
jurisdiction, it will now be very difficult to 
implement. 

So, my thinking is that the High Court of 
Justice should be enjoined to be part of the 
adjudicating courts depending on the 
jurisdiction. I think in Enugu State, the 
jurisdiction of magistrate depends on the 
level of an offence. If somebody 
confiscates a vehicle that is more than 
N250,000 two hundred and fifty thousand 
Naira, that means that a magistrate will not 
be able to really address that issue. 

Then, Mr Speaker, the provisions of the 
Bill is quite omnibus and is more or less a 
replica of the Edit we are seeking to repeal. 

Mr Speaker, you may realize that ·before The only difference is in the annexure, in 
now, even at present, a lot ~f l~,caJij th~ last page, where they listed out the 
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private companies and parastatals, that wish 
to pay for something. But authematically 
they are the same. 

We can recall that this Edit was made 
during the Military Regime and it cannot 
adopt entirely the contents of the Edict. So, 
we must be conscious of some of the loose 
provisions of the Bill just like the hon 
Member for lgbo-Eze North I (Mr Onyeze) 
has just pointed out. A lot of provisions 
especially in Sections 36 and 37 did· not 
pigeon-hole any of them into one angle, one 
can only know that it leans on the discretion 
of the workers of the Agency assuming that 
the workers are honest. But you know that 
seventy per cent of the workers of the 
Agency are recruited on ad-hoc basis and in 
that way they have nothing at stake to really 
implement the law; so the committee 
should take note when addressing this 
issue. In schedule two of the Bill where 
some items were listed you can see, Mr 
Speaker, that even though they have just 
agreed in about forty topics which is from 
category A to J all these things, if you 
really go into a little detail, you will 
discover that it cuts across the whole 
society and this is what this Bill meant. 
The issue now is how do you recruit staff 
that can do all these things? At the end of 
the day they will be left with the option of 
recruiting ad-hoc staff. So the Bill should 
contain the means through which those ad
hoc staff should be recruited and also 
ensure that people with less multiplicity of 
Agenda are equally recruited. 

Mr Speaker, I would want to chip in 'that 
it will be in the interest of the Committee to 
observe that there is a little lacuna in the 
Bill. Since some products are regarded as 
hazardous products, and these products like 
kerosene, diesel, gasoline, fertilizer, 

1130 

potassium, pomade, products which often 
and on, vehicles deliver to and from Enugu 
State. It is my humble suggestion that each 
time these vehicles are delivering these 
goods, they should be made ·to seek the 
pennission of the ENS EPA by paying some 
amount of money so as to make sure that if 
in the ·course of operating this Bill there is 
some envirorunental hazards, then from 
such funds they can now take care of the 
hazards. That is why you find out that each 
time you have accidents where they are 
carrying some hazardous products; people 
will be there, spoiling the envirorunent, they 
have no capacity because there. is no 

, commitment between those products and 
. the ENSEP A. This thing has been tried in r several States and even in the whole Eastern 

· Nigeria. I think it is only Imo State that is 
applying it and it is working well for them 
and it is even a way of generating revenue 
inasmuch as it restores the sustaining 
attribute of ENSEP A. 

I 

Mr Speaker, l equally want to say that 
. the functions of this ENSEPA arising from 
.this Bill appears to conflict a little with the 
E~ugu State Water Corporation, with the 
Public Health Department and then with the 

1 Townl Planning Authorities in the State. 
· Effortk should be made to sever the 
functions, so that after enacting this law, 
they will not conflict because, all these 
establishments I have mentioned have State 

, laws guiding them. If this Bill is passed 
into law then the Agency should not be seen 
as being superior to any of them and there is 

"' need of severing the functions so as to avoid 
the coflflict. ' 

t:· . 'f' !i J:l ,. ,, 

.1· Mr Speaker, finally, I wish to suggest 
that the degree of noise as regards adjoining 
premises should be really looked into. 
From what is on, even as I am talking, 
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, ~~I , 1' . 
I • 1\ :ill •'t\ !.. 

1 

. somebody can call it noise. So th~:·1 ,degree lll liability of persons ,to such tax or duty in 

. of n,oise ~ it co~stitutes ~ nui~ance~should 11. such ~ manner ~s to ensure that such tax or 
· be really looked mto and on th1s grounds, I , 1~ duty zs not lev zed on the same person by 
:humbly . rest my case and 1 urge my ;' 'more than one State. 
Colleagues to support this Bill 1~fter taking r1! 
care of these offences. Thank you. 

Deputy Speaker (Mr Atigwe): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to contribute to this 
Bill. This Bill touches on the lives of the :i 1 

people. We should haye more advocapY 
meetings before passing this Bill. 1 l\;1r , 
Speaker, you will agree, with me that tlje ' ·' 
Constitution of the Federal Republic ~f I 
Nigeria is superior to any other law. '\I.~ . '.i

1 

1 
I I ,., I H ' 

· · '' ~~~ 
. Before passing this Bill ' into law, we 

have to refer to the Constitution of the 
country, 1999. We have Part II, Section 4; 
the taxes to be collected; that should be the 
Concurrent Legislative List at Page 134 Qf 1 

the Constitution. It talks ! about: the ) 
collectio

1
n of taxes. I refer you to items (7) ·~~ 

to (1 0). Furthermore, we should ,::know !1 

about the laws operating . ... (Interruptions) I 

(9) A House of Assembly may subject to 
such conditions as it may prescribe, make 
provisions for the collection of any tax, fee 
or rate for the administration of the law 
providing for such collection by a local 
government council. 

(I 0) Where a law of a · House of 
Assembly provides for the collection of tax, 
fee or rate or for the administration of such 
law ' by a local government council in 
accordance with the provisions hereof, it 
shall regulate the liability of persons to the 
tax, fee or rate in such manner as to ensure 
that such tax, fee or rate is not levied on the 
sarize person in respect of the same liability 
by more than one local government council. 

I am taking this Section because of the 
implication oftaxes. 

I am coming. Let met read it out. , Item 1 , Mr Speaker, Sir, we all agree that 
7 of it says:- In the exercise of its powers to Environmental Protection Agency, as we all 
impose any tax or duty on, (a) Capital know, is what is said that health is wealth 
gains, incomes, or profits of persons other and that is part of development. 
than companies and (b) documents or 
transactions by way of stamp duties, the Mr Speaker, this very Bill, as we see it, 
National Assembly may subject to 1such :r should be effectively monitored, if passed 
conditions as it may prescribe, provide -thqt into Jaw. And again the cities should be 
the collection of any such tax or duty or the , , categorized. By this I mean, we know the 
administration of the law imposing it shall ' ; ~. number of urban areas in the state as well as 

, I· 
be carried out by the government of q 1 Sat~ ' 1 rural areas and how much they should pay 
or other authority of a State. 1 :.\l 1 this time. These rural areas should as well 

1 

'• ' 
1 be 2ategorized because even in heaven all 

(8) Where an Act of the National Angels are not equal. We have the 
Assembly provides for the collection of tax Archangels in heaven (Laughter). Yes, the 
or duty on capital gains, incomes or profit Archangel Michael and the Archangel 
or the administration of any law by an Raphael, they are there · (Laughter). And 
authority of a state in accordance ,q With I they are in charge. (Prolonged Laughter). 
paragraph 7 hereof, it shall regulat7' th~: ;:•j 

:ll' ' 
,
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Mr Speaker: Order! 
Honourable Colleagues, what 
problem. (Laughter). 

Order!! 
is the 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, Sir, may 
you please give me chance to continue 
another day because I am making some 
mistakes here. (Prolonged Laughter). I am 
not fixed properly again, please. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
we are finishing debate today. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Briefing . 

!1 Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
. we shall have a briefing for about a minute 

br two in my office on the rising of the 
House. Those of you who are going to 

]I : Ojebe Ogene would be very eager to leave. 
(Laughter). 

ADJOURNMENT 

Several hon Members: 
(Laughter). 

No! No!! , ' Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I hereby move 

Deputy ' Speaker: 
(Prolonged Laughter). 

If 

, that · the House do now adjourn till 
,. , Thursday, 19th February, 2004, at 10a.m. · 

so, . O.K. ~~ ! 1!1 

!ll! 1 
: ·;j. 

Mr Speaker: Order! Order!! Fellow 1::: . i[' Mr C. 0. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 

Car Pari' 

Colleagues, if there are some other hon. Speaker, Sir, I have risen to second that 
Members who wish to contribute on Motion for adjournment as moved by the 
Thursday, we can continue on Thursday. Leader of the House. · 

Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. l shall continue on Thursday. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, you will agree 
with me that most of us, hon. Members 
have spoken in favour of this Bill, and 
others still wish to speak. In view of that, 
may I move that further debate on the Bill 
be deferred until our next Legislative 
sitting. Thank you. 

On this note, Mr Speaker, may I kindly 
still appeal that we designate an area as a 
!new' car park for hon. Members. When I 
!came in this morning, I could not park my 
,car and the other day it was the same thing. 
lit ' ' . . 

'·.!1 ! 
1:. :; Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourn till Thursday 19th February, 2004 at 
10 a.m. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr .. ·. 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second that Motion. .t · 

Question put and agreed to. 
. ··I· • • 

. ' I 1!, !1 

Debate on the Bill accordingly deferred. j,, :r 

567 
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~1!~ 
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Adjourned accordingly at 1.20 p.m. 
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I . ' 'l .'t • " ~OUSE OF ASSpMBL y I~!;' ·~: . 1': t ' MOTION 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERL'} ,,,
1 

,:F 
Withdrawal of a Bill 

h I 

Thursday, I 91 February, 2004 

(The House met at I 0 a.m.) 
Leader (Mr K. Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, 

Sir, pursuant to Order No. 50 of our 
• ,, 1., Standing Orders which talks about 

PRAYERS · ,.
1
1, .~f.. '!f';' wi~hdrawal of Bills, there is a Motion I 

1 
• 'lr , l~ ./· want to move. Mr Speaker, in line with 

. ·• (Mr Speaker in t~e. ~haiq : ; il,., , O~der No. 50, I hereby mo~e that the 
· · '' · !I' ,. I 

1 
, I • If •1. ' in Btll Enuou State Environmental ' ' J t : I~· ' 0 1 

: A;t>~ROVAL OF VOTES AWl
1
1ij ~; j Protection Agency Bill No. 2, ' 2004, 

· PROCEEDIN~S1 'I:JI , · I ,, , which was earlier introduced to this 
1 'I 1

• 
1 honourable House two weeks ago and 

Mr Speaker: ' Honourable we have already commenced second 
Colleagues, before us are our Votes and reading, be withdrawn. This is in line 
Proceedings number 55, dated 171

h day with the request ,of the Executive that 
of February, 2004. I have gone tqrough · the Bill be withdrawn to enable it make 
them and to the best of my kno~Ieqge,,.

1
1 more inputs. The Bill, however, will be 

they are correct. However, I call for; re-introduced to . the House in due 
dl 'I I 

your comments. Iii!• · ·'· course. + -· ,,,~ I 

I ' . 
Mr A.C. Nnadi (Igbo Etiti West): 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I have equally 'llild 
joyfully studied the immediate past 
Votes and Proceedings of this 
honourable House and have equally 
found them very excellent. I have 

I ji t 

therefore risen from my place to move ;;a 
Motion for their adoption. . .. : j ;j/

1i , 
' 'J 'I' •Ill 

I •I • 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): ·.j ~r 
Speaker, may I quickly second lthe 

' I •. I 'JI I 
Motion. 1 

'' ' I;! 

I 

Question put and agreed to: 

Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday 
17'h February, 2004 1 accordingly 

I. Jl I adopted. ,,, IJi ·1: 
il!:~ ~: ll !:' 
'II!, .1', 

'I 

''1 '.j:. 

f' 
'ir/ :;1 

iiu· ·If, i 
I It 

1'1 

Mr A Chigbo (Uzo-Uwani): Mr 
· Speaker, Sir, the Motion is hereby 

seconded. 

Question put and agreed to: 

Bill accordingly withdrawn 

I ORDER OF THE DAY 
.,f 

· OBITUARY ANNOUNCEMENT 
, :AND ARRIVAL OF THE CORPSE 
, OF LATE HON. EMMANUEL P.I. 

OMEJE 

Leader (Mr Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, information reaching me says that 
the corpse of Late Omeje was to be 
brought here, but it appears the family 
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are not yet ready. I hereby move that 
the item be deferred sine die. 

Mr Speaker: What is the problem? I 
think the House should better allow the 
hon. Members to continue with their 
local government tours. 

Mr A. Nnadi (lgbo-Etiti West): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second the 
Motion. 

Question, That items 4 and 5 on 
today 's Order Paper be deferred sine 
die, put and agreed to. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Meetings 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues, may I please invite you to a 
very important meting in my office on 
the rising of the House. 

here before 10 a.m. I appreciate it and 
wish you more grease to your elbow . . 

!I ADJOURNMENT 
111 
'j; . 

. ,,Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I hereby ,_,,, 

move that the House do now adjourn till 
Tuesday 24th February, 2004, at I 0 a.m. 
prompt. Thank you, Sir. 

Mr E. Odo (Igbo-Etiti East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second the Motion 
for adjournment and in doing so, I wish 
to express my heart-felt sympathy over 
the outbreak of fire which occurred at 

(some ''parts of Ogbete Main Market 
. sometime ago. Accordingly, I would 
request Mr Speaker, to direct the 
Chairman, House Committee on 
<;:ommerce and Industries, to visit the 
scene and report back to the House. 

II 
Question put and agreed to. 

!i !! ' . 

' 
A meeting of the House Services and 

· liResolved: That the House do now · 
ad}ourn till Tuesday, 24th February, 
' I , 

Security Matters Committee will hold 
immediately after the adjournment of 
the House. 

The venue is Room 103. It is signed 
by the Chairman, hon. Anih Donatus. 

Appreciation 

I am also very happy, and wish to 
state that I appreciate the way and 
manner in which the hon. Members 
turned up for duties this morning. It is 
very commendable. Most of you were 

"2004 ~t 10 a.m. prompt. 
, :,;: .:r f: ~ 

'' · 'A.dj~urned accordingly at 11.42 p .m. 
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\ ,. 
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY " 'b . I V . u 

ENUGUSTATEOFNIGERIA · 
I I :ill 

Tuesday, 24th February, 2004, 
II 'I 

(The House met at 10 a.m.) 
!I 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) .. 
I ' I .I ··, •:' 

APPROVAL OF VOTE~ 00 !I.~ 
PROCEEDIN. GS :.11': ' II' 

II :1 ;!I' I : 

I 
Mr Speaker: 1 Honourable 

Colleagues, our Votes and Proceedings 
of Thursday, 19th February, 2004 are 
before us. J have gone through them, 
and found them to be correct. However, 
I need your comments. Thank you. 

I 
I ,, 

Mr E. Odo (Igbo-Etiti East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues, I1i:have 

. gone through the Votes and Proceedings 
of our last sitting and found them Ito be 
correct. I therefore, move .~ for: the 
adoption of the said Votes 1 and 
Proceedings as correct recording of 
what transpired that day. Thank you. 

Mr J. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equally ,igone 
through the Votes and Proceedings of 
the last legislative sitting, and found 
them to be a true reflection of what we 
discussed. · I . therefore, second the 
Motion for their adoption. Thank ;:ou. · 

Question put and agreed to. 

•. :1 

'I! 
,. 
'I 

I 

i 
h!' 

Ill 

I 

Votes and Proceedings of Thursday, 
191

" February, 2004, accordingly 
adopted. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Members 
please be reminded that the Board of the 
Code of Conduct Bureau is coming by 
12.00 noon today. Thank you. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr 
1 Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues, I rise to 
move that this honourable House do 
now adjourn till Thursday, 26th 
February, 2004, at 1 Oa.m. Thank you . 

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo-Uwani): Mr 
· Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues, I rise to 

second the Motion for adjournment. 
Thank you . 

Question put and agreed to . 

Resolved: That this honourable 
House do now adjourn till Thursday, 

' th 26 February, 2004 at 10.00 a.m. 

Acijourned accordingly at 11.07 a.m. 
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HOUSE OF •f\SSEMBL Y, '' j~l'~\t stay till tomorrow. On that note, to night, 

1142 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGEIUA J ·]<~J. we are orga~izing a cultural night ~or th~m 
1 

1
. . · at the Prem1er Garden, Hotel Presidential, 

1 
Thursday, 26111 

February, 2:qp4 .\, r Enugu. You are all cordia~ly request~d to 
I'T''h u t t 10 ·1\\ ·1 11. be there body and soul With your w1ves. 
1 J., e no use me a a.m.A ,. · 1 · '1 • • • 

" 1 ' :1 ; Other mformat1on as regards to what will be 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in, the Cha,ir) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES11-.. N_ J? J'i ,,.

1

. 
PROCEEDINGS I ,,) · ! ·! 

I• lit! I II' 
Mr · Speaker: Honourable C~lleagues, 

our 1 Votes and Proceedings ·~'Of 24~11 
February, 2004 are before us. I have gone 
through them and to my mind, they are 
correct. However, I humbly request your 
comments. Thank you. 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Thank 
you, Mr Speaker. I have equally gone 
through the Votes and Proceedings of 
Tuesday 24111 February, 2004 and to the ibest 
of my knowledge, they are , the ,,true 

I lti 

reflections of what transpired on that day. J 
therefore, move for their adoption. \t Tha~ 

il I 1 

you. , 
1
• ... • -r-11 · 

" I II 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to second the Motion 
for the adoption of the Votes ·and 
Proceedings of our last sitting. .. . 

• f .1 1!,; I;, I' 
Question put and agreed to. '· ::::· ~; ••·:\ 

iII' > '' ~ II 
111 I 

Votes and Proceedings of Thursday 241
; 

February, 2004 accordingly adopted. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Mr Speaker, Honourable Colleagues, 
you will recall that few minutes ago, the 
Speaker and hon. Members ofKaduna State 
just left here for another assigrunent., Tl;ley, 
came since yesterday and they are going·

1
to 

done to them will be communicated to you 
in due course. Time is 7 p.m. Both hon. 
Members and staff of the House of 
;Assembly are invited, please. 

ADJOURNMENT 

;, Leader (Mr Ebenyi): Mr Speaker, hon. 
Colleagues, may I humbly move that the 
House do now adjourn till Tuesday, 2"d 
March, 2004, at 10 a.m. 

Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo-Uwani): 
Honourable Speaker, I rise to second the 
Motion. 

'' .Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, I rise to support the Motion for 
adjournment, and in doing so, I y<ish to use 
this opportunity to urge the House 
Committee on Health to closely monitor 
those who are in charge of the current 
National Programme on Immunization 
(NPI), to make sure that all the 
Constituencies are covered. As we are here 
now, we are not aware of the extent of the 
immunization. The Committee has to do 
something urgently to ensure that the 
immunization exercises are comprehensive 
so that the youths and leaders of tomorrow 
will be saved. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the · House do now 
adjourned till Tuesday 2"d March, 2004 at 
!Oa.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 1.29 p.m. 
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. . :. .•. ··· ... ··. . ::~to· ',f ·~· ' '' ·. . ' . • . • . ' 
... m:~~:r~~~:~:~~;JJ- ~~[ote~.-::;:c·~~;r o~:c:~;:;:: 

· ' · · • · 1 · ~ ado'Pted I l ·. . . . . ,,. '. •::. • . d ·:· . . .• , .. J:lj.:' .. \-.· ~I· •. -. 

. Tuesday, 2n .March, 2004 · •···· · · 

(The House met at 10 a.m.) .. 

PRAYERS :. 

~.. (Mr Speaker in the Chair)( .1r;: :~ 
··. . .1 ' ·j . Jl 

.. APPROVAL OF.VOTES ANti ill: 0 
·, 

PROCEEDINGS 0 ~ ·i· . 
1 

. . .. '11 l I. 
Mr Speaker: Order Paper No. 59, 

Tuesday . 2nd March .. :2004, Item· 3, · 
approval of Votes and Proceedings. 
Honourable Colleagues, our Votes and 
Proceedings No. 58 of Thursday, 26th, 
February 2004 are before us. I h;we 
gone through them and to the ,.best o~ 
my knowledge, they are correct. ·:·;: 'I : 

.1. I~ 

However, 1. need hon . members'i. 
comments. 

Deputy Chief Whip: Mr Speaker, I 
·have equally gone through the Votes 
and Proceedin~s of our last sitting of 
Thursday, 26t 1 February, 2004. •' I, 
therefore, move for the adoption. ' . jr: ' 

I :111 

Mr J. Anichukwu (Nkanu East):·fMr 
Speaker, I have risen to seco'1d !the 
Motion as Moved by the Deputy Chief 
WI

. II·.,' 
1lp . 

Question put and agreed to. 

·-·· '• 
' 0 

·I' 
r ', ..... \ 

Leader: Mr Speaker, hon. 
Colleagues, I have risen to move a 
Motion that item No. 4 on our Order 

· · Paper be stepped down . to enable the 
hon. · Member for Uzo-Uwani (Mr 

.. Chigbo) look into the matter before 
· presenting it to the House. 

I 

. :' Mr Speaker: To do what? 

, Leader: To look into the matter, may 
be, to find an amicable way of reso lving 

· the issue before bringing it to the House. 

Mr C. Enebe (Awgu North): Mr 
Speaker, ·I have risen to counter the 
Motion presented by the Leader. It is 
either there is a petition or there is no 
petition. But if it is stepping down, I do 

. .. not support stepping down. It is better 
· they withdraw the petition entirely. Let 

them not joke with legislative 
proceedings. Thank you . 

0 Mr A. Chigbo (Uzo Uwani): Mr 
· Speaker, hon . Colleagues, I have risen 
to support the Motion moved by the 
Leader of the House. · I am the 
representative of that community and as 
God will have it, it is my intention to 
call the two parties and, talk to them. 
Where the matter cannot be resolved 
amicably, Mr Speaker, I will come back 
to the Floor of this House. Thank you. 

Mr E. Odo (Igbo Etiti East): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to express my 
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views on the appearance of the 
petitioner. If the hon. Member for Uzo
Uwani (Mr Chigbo) wants to arbitrate 
between the two parties on the matter, 
he ought not have in the first instance 
brought it before the House. The 
petition was written in his name, he 
must have made some moves to register 
the petition before the House. 

The writer of the petition or the 
beneficiary of the petition could not 
have gone anywhere ifthe bon. Member 
for Uzo-Uwani (Mr Chigbo) did not for 
any reason register it. So the House 
should not really be taken for granted. 
If there is a petition before the House, 
let there be a petition before the House 
because at the end of the day, the House 
Members might look as if we are 
gambling. If the petitioner is leading, 
then we see it as so. My opinion is that 
if there is a petition before the House, 
let there be a petition it is not a question 
ofwithdrawing and applying. No! 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, I think 
that at this point in time, the appropriate 
thing to be done is that the one who 
initiated the petition should move a 
proper Motion of withdrawal, because 
there is an intent of leading the House 
into granting stepping down on an issue 
he specifically presented. He, the 
petitioner is not even mentioned here; 
we only saw it on the Order Paper. 

At this point in time, the appropriate 
thing is, let there be a formal Motion for 
withdrawal, so that if at the end of the 
mediation, there is still need for him to 

pet1t10n, then he can go on with the 
petition, but it cannot be accepted that 
we grant stepping down on an issue he 
has already now declared interest to 
mediate. So the matter should be totally · 
expunged from our Order Paper. 

Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
before the House, there is no petition. If 
you go to our rule 11 (1 ), it says: A 
petition may only be presented to the 
House by a member who shall affix his 
name at the beginning thereof What are 
we stepping down? So, I tend to agree 
with the Members who said that there is · 
no peti6on before us. 

Mr Enebe: I have been in this 
House when issues based on reason, and 
on the rule of law are being discussed 

·and Members requested that we stepped 
them down because the petitioner were 
not around. Do not talk about stepping 
it down; it is wrong. What an injustice. 
How can one speak unless we have seen 
the petition. If my Colleague, the hon. 
Member for Uzo-Uwani (Mr Chigbo), is 
now saying that he owns this, he should 
do it with expedition because this thing 
is being delayed. He has brought a 
petition to this House, the thing was 
entered in the Order Paper. For them to 
withdraw it saying it is an error; if they 
say it is an error, that could be excused 
but to step it down, you cannot step 
down what is not existing. Thank you . ,, 

•I 

' , Mr J. U. Onoh (Enugu North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, as far as in the Votes and 
Proceedings, it is stated that there is a 
petition but based on the fact that this 
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.•. ; . : ;{ .:~: .·_ ;_:;·; the''.~nembers·. ofthe • H:ouse·' prior:.to!Jhe:'. :·:·} can you :go 'further in enlightening. us in 
:' : · ... 's· ~· >~~ sittirigfcof,th1~ Jlous~;jhe ·;pr~sentet.·uJ -',; resped of the observation you have just 

·. '' .·:: the . petition · .. still . reserves · the· ·right::·.to·J,;· iriade, precisely, what the Deputy 
withdraw · that . petitioh~ ·' So •r still . • · Speaker, (Mr Atigwe), the point of order 

. 

support my hon. Colleagues that the .· or rule he raised. Can you marry the 
.matter be stepped down. Based on the :: two? 
fact that no . petition has 'been issued to. 

. 'the House, the petition does rio~ exist::: .-·· i1 Mr . Speaker: If a Motion is 
, Based . on .the · same fact .that there was ·· · presented to the Floor of the House 

:<: . : . , ~. . . . • ·:,n . . 
: no. Ot~e~. petiti?n. that ,has1b ,~en . i~Sl,le9, _it r .: . b~sed on the order quoted by the ?eputy 
: can also .be Withdrawn but that IS at the · ·. Speaker, a · Member has the nght to 
-sole ;discretion of the person , that1j is : present a petition before the House. It is 
' responsible for the sarne petition ~'!! And i . just like we did it in the order paper. He 
am not in support of it's · withdrawal, can withdraw it afterwards. 

· . rather it can be stepped dow~: · . . 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North)> M~ 
Speaker, Sir, it is my belief that •the 

Mr Eze: Can the Deputy Speaker 
read the Order again for us? 

issue . of item four in .the Order Paper, . Deputy Speaker: Order 11 talks 
should 'not give us much headac.he as if ~ about petition; sub-section (1) says : A 
did riot properly eorrie into thtt House · p~tition may only be presented to the 

·. ·. · and therefore I want to ·move a Motiori . House by a member, who shall affix his 
that item four on the-Order Paper be · name at the beginning thereof We have 
renioved entirely from the Order Paper. no petition before this House. 
Thank you. · . Democracy is practised on the Floor of 

Mr Speaker: Before ·· l · · allow 
somebody to second the Motion, · iet rne 
make a brief remark. As far as: w~. are . 
concerned, the way ' . and maimer 
petitions come to the Floor of the Hquse 
is that, _if not for some interest ,groups, 
this petition, . is only after we have 

. , I 

seconded the Motion, on it, is sent to a 

the House. 

. Mr Speaker: We are now saying 
step it down. We will not allow him to 
present the petition. With regards to the 
wocedure, it is very correct. If the 
petition is not in the Order Paper, on 
~hich grounds can we discuss it? 

committee. Generally, what they did on Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, Sir, this 
the Order Paper is very' correct. _But if · issue is very straight forward unless you 
he now wants to withdraw it do not want to see it that way. If I have 
completely, I do not have any agend(l, a petition, it is my duty to come and tell 
?ut as far as I am _concerned, item / our ·· . you that I have a petitio~ . At the end of 
111 the Order Paper IS correct. ,;,. ,; 

1
,! . ~he day as we are talktng about Order 
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Paper, · you give . rrie opportunity to 
present my petition. On presentation, 
the petition will be shared to Members · 
with my name properly affixed . . Not 
when you enter it in the Order Paper · 
before presentation. So when I present 

c/.., ' JF ~ignatures . arf! affixed to .· 
sheets ·' other than . that . 

. containing . the . petition itself, 
such , sheets shall · carry · at 

·· 'f. II 

. : .. lj. 

. iheir . head the prayer of the .. 
petition. 

it, . you now send it to the relevant .·. · 
committee. 

I , t: 
d) 1 

I' .. , .. 
Signatures or marks will not . 

. be .counted unless, in the case 
The essence of these things is to . 

forestall what we are having now. 
Assuming it was properly discussed, the 
issue of withdrawal or stepping down 
would not have arisen. It is either you 

. ' 

· of signatures, they dre in the 
handwriting of the perso~ 
signing · and in the case of 
marks .. ~ 

have a petition or you do not have, My . We do not talk about presentation. 
position before I sit down, Mr Speaker, · The Clerk has the right: if there is ~· 
is that ( afl). supporting what the hon. petition in the House, to put it in the 
Member for. Udenu (Mr Eze) said that 'Order Paper with the consent of the 
we treat- this matter as · if it is not ·Speaker. ·If this · matter is presented 
existing. · t6day, there will be no debate at all. If 

Mr Speaker: Go to Ord~r 11(6): 
Now I read: No petition shall be 
presented to the House unless it shall 
have been endorsed by the Clerk as 
being in accordance with the following 
rules: 

' presented, we · now ·. send · it to .·. a 
Coimnittee. · 

. Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
have an observation. My observation is 
thi~, it has done us no good by leaving 
th'e;: issue. It should be more clarified by 

a) Every petition · must · be ·what you have just read out now. Let us · 
properly addressed to the . i clarify the is~ue. ; 

b) 

Hous_e, respectfollj;, _decorous . . · " 
and · temperate · . in its · Question put and agreed to. 
language, and must conclude . 
with a prayer setting forth the 
general object of · the 
petitioner. 

Resolved: That item four ( 4) in Order 
. Paper No. 59 of 2nd Ma~ch, 2004 be 
withdrawn completely. ' . . 

L • • ~ :, o' ' • ·:·~': f, 1 ' • • ~· ,t ' ,,j 

Every petition must be sign~d . . ;"
1
1:·. fte~fou~ acco:rdingly withdr~tz. . 

by at least one person on : 'I~;. i[l· : ' .. · · · · · · · 1 

every sheet on which the · , ; , : ' ·: 
petition is written. .,. 
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1 
ANNO~C,EMENT!It '!i~::, ill.: ' ,~crease it, we ,sh~ll do s?,. _b~t at the 

· 1 _.:. • 
1 

·11
1

1
. 

1 
· ·,,•,. l moment we are gomg to lumt It to not 

. I "~·) 'i • 1 ~ <I 

Mr Speaker: '' il :l! ' more than ten. A member will belong to 
1) Honourable Colleagues,, we not mote than three (3) or four (4) 

know all our forms, Code of Committees. Please take note. 
· Conduct Bureau Forms, have 

all been returned. Members . Deputy Speaker: Mr Speaker, Sir, is 
. have to pick them ,fro111. t~e the dissolution sine die? 
Office of I 'the 'l;"jDeputy 

. Speaker, if i they have.111 not 
taken. 'Ihey have to do so 

I ' I ' "'I I and fill and return to therq. 1 ' 
' . . qlf I I 

, . 1 
1 

,. i h: ·1 
2) Honourable •Colleagues, in 

. keeping with the Rules of the 
· House, I wish to express my 

happiness and state that all 
Standing Committees of this 
honourable House : stand 

' I 

dissolved with immediate 
effect. So, I wish tg:, expres~s 
my happiness to , those 
Committee Chairmen who " 
must have during their tenure 
done marvelously well in 
their various Committees. I 
hope that when we 
reconstitute these 
Committees, those ':"ho': are 
going to head the Commi~ees 

should w9rk ve~y, hard : ·'II.!•·'•, 
I I ' 

'• 
Mr Speaker: It has been dissolved 

and I will set up a re-constitution 
Committee that will look into it and 
know how many Committees we are 
going to have. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, 1 hereby 
move that the House do now adjourn till 
Thursday 4th March, 2004, at 10 a.m. 
Thank you. 

Mr J. N. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I have risen to second 
that Motion as moved by the Leader. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do now 
·adjourn till Thursday, 4th March, 2004, 
~t 10 a.m. · 

I do not think we are going to have 
· more than Ten Committees to enable us 

Adjourned accordingly at 12.57 p.m. 

, II ·I 

co-ordinate the activities of · the 
Committees. It is not a question of 
having many Committees and only very 
few will be functioning; where only the 
Chairman will be working. So, ·it is 

:1 t' 

only few that we are going to recogniz~ . 
I jt• '! 

· As time goes on, if we are 'going to 
I l~li 'I q. ,I ,,, ,.~ 
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.·:._:·._.-.;.:_:~'-.·;. ::.·· ~:·ji::;!i~:::~lr~:i: .. ;i~ll'. }:.' :·. - ·. ··-·\· 
t .. ) HbUSE'C)FA~SEMBLY .. ·.·: :1·'1~ .. · . r: :_<''.~j Several bon. Members: Yes! 
I .. .. . . I', . •l A. ': .' .. I 
ENUGUSTATEOFNIGERIA:'·l; ·, · . · 

: · .. · ..... • • • • • ·: .· ' 1 ·. .! •• • .'1' ·· Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, S1r, I have 
Th~rsday, 4 1

h March, 2004 · r · equally . gone through the Votes and 

1154 . 

· IT'h u .10 . ;·· .· ... · .. · · Proceedings of our last sitting and 
1 .J., e .110use met at a.m. ·· · . . 

· before I move for the1r adoptiOn, I want 
to point to some questions about Item 4 

. d 
on our Order Paper of Tuesday, 2n 

· March, 2004. The , Votes and 

: : , .' . ·• '- • ~ ,,, '1. ~ ~~.-: ~~~ ~. 

; .. ,_ • PRAYERS:· . . j ji,;r [;.~~ :·J~Ili . 
" •' . '· · .. : (.MrSp·e:aker i~; t~~ Cha~;)· , ···1~~; :'JUi· 

. • I ' I•.. I ·~ ·' '! . q. · ... . · . . ... :(J. ·::.~ :.• ,_ . F :' , ' . . ~J: .. i/, ·.:~t· 

. ·,. · . APPROVAL OF. VOTES AND I~! j 
Proceedings did .not carry I it and it 
appears to be silent. 

• .• I ' ' PROCEE:qiNGS .'1·\1, :1 ' J. 
I -~ 

Mr Speaker: . Honourable 

'1-·! Mr Speaker: Nothing was said on 
the matter. 

Colleagues, bur Votes and Proceedings 
;· • of Tuesday 2nd March, 2004 · is before 

Mr Enebe: I know there was a 
.Motion that made it impossible for that 
issue to be taken. ,, the .House. I have gone throug~ tgern 

I .. ': ...... ·.: ,and to :the· best_of my knowleq,ge, tpeJf 
l.~ .. r1 ; .•.• ~. :-. ·; }· ... . . . are true reflectiOns of -~~at tr~nsp~req 

.· t~l·~s·:~··V ' onth~ Floor of the .H~use.) However, ir 
!';'. :<}i ,; . '· .keeping with the Rules of the House, I 

lJ;··~· "·'' ·:-:: ;, · .·-- ·. ·humbly wish to call for comments. 1 

. li :~ . 

.. 

I 
I 

. I . 
I 
J 
I 

~ ~ 
''(,; 
.,1 ' . · . 

. I . 

l 

. ~ .· 

I 

Mr· C. 0. Enebe (Awgu North): 
Observation! Mr Speaker, Sir, I have 
risen to observe that the seat of the 
Leader of the House is vacant.j.Mayi · 
move that the D_eputy Leader sh9ulq, go 

· and take that position. I do not kgpw 
, why · he-has not taken over the position 
· for us to go ahead with the business

1 
of 

the da . 1111 i y . . !; • I II ....... . 
I I • 

Mr Speaker: He can sit wherever he 

,, 
1 Mr Speaker: .There was no debate or 

discussion on that item. So it should not 
appear in our Votes and Proceedings 
and so there is no way it has to appear 
on the Order Paper again. 

Mr Enebe: I am not talking about 
the Order Paper, rather I am talking 
a?out the Votes and Proceedings of that 
same day. 

,; Mr Speaker: This item was thrown 
out. There was no way it should have 
appeared on the Votes and Proceedings 
because there was no discussion. t 

.I wishes . and perform his duties. Mr Enebe (Awgu North): Does Mr 

I 

J 
·l.' 

.. , :·::. 
.,· 

i;;·. 

Honourable Members I hope that we all Speaker understand what I am saying. 
support that the Deputy Leader shou id 

I ' ' 
go and take-over the vacant seat. of ~the 
Leader of the House. li· ~Ji · .,,1 

., 
I 

~'!.: ~\1 11·1· I~ , : 
,:1 () .. li 
'' • I,. 
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1::,; 
,I •. I 
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Mr Enebe: A Motion by the hon. 
Member for Udi North (Mr Njeze) was 
moved that the item should be entirely 
deleted from the Order Paper. 

M r Speaker: For what reason? 

M r Enebe: For wrong procedure. 

1', :·11 
I 

on ; the ' Votes and Proceedings stating 
th~t it was stepped down. The House 
cotild observe that it never appeared on 
the Floor of the House. It never 
appeared and then there was no Motion 
to · that effect. Even if there was a 
Motion': to that effect, the obvious was . 
that1,such a thing did not appear on the 
Floor of the House. There was even no 

Mr Speaker: That was why it noti'be for its withdrawal, as such it . 
, .• ·' I· 

should not reflect because it was what never appeared on the Floor of the · 
we condemned as stated ab-initio. 

M r E nebe: Mr Speaker, Sir, if you 
condemn something at the discussion of 
the House it should be part of the 
procedure. If you bring the Order Paper 
and put the Votes and Proceedings side 

I 

by side, the Votes and Proceedings are 
supposed to take care of everything that 
was said on the Floor of the House. So 
if it was reflected, it would have shown 
permanently that the matter was sealed. 
Otherwise, by the time you look at the 
Order Paper and the Votes and 
Proceed ings one will see that is very 
silent about it, and the Verbatim Report 
is not enough to take care of it. 

House and that was how it was treated. 
Therefore, it should not appear in the 
Votes and Proceedings. I think it is in · 
order. 

.Mr Speaker: Please, hon. Members, 
let us get this correct. I remember that 
r' r ~~~ ! . • 
very day some of the hon . Members satd 
th,~t, . as far as they were concerned there 
w&~1 no' petition whatsoever on the Floor . 
of1 the House. There was no petition 
before the House. Do we then record 
that there was no petition in the Votes 
and Proceedings. They said there was 
no petition before the House and there 
was no debate at all, there was nothing 
I' )'" • 

before the House. . · . ·· . 

Ill r . 
" II: ·I' I 

·, Wr ~ ~· .Odo (lgbo ' Eti~i East): Mr 1 . 

Speaker, Str, . I was to belt eve that the · 
Mr Speaker: Okay! 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I withdrawal of the petition ought to have 
think the issue before the House was appeared on the Votes and Proceedings 
whether item 4 on the Order Paper of of Tuesday 2nd March, 2004. No matter 
Tuesday, 2nd March, 2004 did not what differe·nce, whether it is positive or 
reflect on the Votes and Proceedings. negative, what , matters was that ···· 

' The Mover of the Motion never sought ' I' something ' of cognizance happened 
the leave of the House on that item. It some time, 'some 'day. That the matter 
was an entrenchment. If we · had w'as, withdra~n 1 and was not deliberated 

.. granted that issue of stepping down, one tlpon on' the Floor of the ' House 'is no 
• , I; 1r ''11 -~· 

would now have expected tt to appear . excttse.; '!I ,. What ·matters ' was that a 
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• .. petitio'n was brought to the Floor of.the . . Mr . Speaker: Honourable 

1158 
1:· 

· .. ·. House. Whether .: the matter .was · Colleagues; let us not misunderstand 
• t l ~ . 

withdrawn on grounds of technicalities .ourselves on the Votes and Proceedings. 
· should reflect on the Votes ' and · The Votes and Proceedings are matters 

Proceedings . . Whether itwas positive or or issues discussed, either resolved or 
negative is another point. ·pending. 

. ._ • ,· \h ~~i~ . J;l ~<!;, .; 
Mr Speaker: The :House cannot; talk ; 

... about ·negative or positive betaukle it 
. ' •· It 

was not di~cussed on that. particula~l day 
on the Floor of the House. 1 f t ;, ' J ~. 

• ' . f11 . '11 1 
" : • I I •I \ 

" .. ~· Mr:Odo: I agr7e' wit.h honi l;iSpe~ker · 
·that there was no diSCUSSIOn. ' 'I , 1 1 

.·,. .. 

M r Speaker: Why does the han. 
'Member for Igbo Etiti East '(Mr · Odo) 
now request that it be reflected. on the 

1 1: I 

Votes and Proceedings, while there 1:was 
:no discussion on the matter on the Floor 

•· of the House? · ! ·:I Ill~· · · :It 
. ! • \' •I · ~- "I 

l I II ;, I~ . ·• 
· Mr Odo · (lgbo-Etiti :East): The 

Withdrawal of the petition 1. shOuld 
reflect in the Votes and Proceedings. :, 

Mr Speaker: What did they 
. .· withdraw? There was no petition before 

· . the House. We argued on that day~ 1that 
. there was no· petition at the Flo~r o.fil the 

II 
House. . . 1 .~ ; 1 ~. ' :11 ' ; 

'1' 1 1 · • l11i 'I i . 
. i1 .. M r Odo: Mr Speaker, , S1r, l you.~ are , 
. 'correct 0 r'want to b~ing to your notjce I 

·that the essence of the Votes alnd 
Proceedings is to reflect what happened 
on the Floor of the House. It was qat 
just like writing minutes of meetirig, 

11 Mr Odoh: Mr Speaker, Sir, does it 
mean that any matter that .appears to be 
withdrawn sine die should, nqt appear in 
the Votes and Proceedings? ' 

,:[ Mr Speaker: It is not even sine die, 
the han Member for Igbo-Etiti East (Mr 
Odoh), before then, opposed that there 
was no petition before the House. 
Therefore, as far as we are concerned, 

· no petition came to the Floor of the 
House. 

Mr Chigbo (Uzo-Uwani): . Mr 
Speaker, Sir, hon Colleagues, ,I have 
gone through the Votes and Proceedings 
of our last sitting and found them to be 
correct. I, therefore, move for the 
adoption of the Votes and Proceedings 
as correct recording of what transpired 
that day. Thank you. 

' Mr J. Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have equally gone 
through the Votes and Proceedings of 
our last legislative sitting, and found 
them to be true reflection of what we 
discussed. I, therefore, second that 
Motion for their adoption. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 
· ntherthis is Parliament in sessi9~- ,II '.~ 

\'1 W'; · :i( • Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday, 
, :; 1.. ~~~! 1

• ~t ~~~ ?nd March, 2004:, accordingly adopted. 
I • I' "··I' ' ' I 
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Matter of Urgent Public Importance . : trying 'to regulate the number of 

M r Chigbo (Uzo Uwani): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have a matter of Urgent 
Public Importance. And in view of the 
seriousness attached to this, Mr 
Speaker, may I seek the leave of this 
honourable House to suspend Order 25 
of the House, which said that every 
Motion must be on Notice to enable me 
bring to the attention of this honourab le 
House this all important matter. Thank 
you. 

M r Speaker: The hon Member for 
Uzo-U wani (Mr Chigbo) is seeking the 
leave of the House to suspend Order 
25? 1·· 

Mr Chigbo: Yes, Mr Speaker. 

Mr Speaker: Okay, (Laughter) 

M r J . U. Onoh (Enugu North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to second the Motion 
th at was moved by the hon Member for 
Uzo-Uwani (Mr Chigbo). Thank you. 

I , 

Question put and Negatived 
1''' 

1 

ANNOUNCEMENT It 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues will recall that about two 
days ago, I dissolved all the Committees 

Committees to ensure efficiency in their 
work. As I earlier said, the Committees 
of the House are the life-wire and 
watchdog of the House. I decided, this 
morning, to reconstitute the selection 
Con1mittee, which will in turn, look at 
the various Committees ofthe House. 

I· 'If: ' ' 
ji .IJ! R~constitution ~f the Selection 
.;., ,, i Committee · 

I had the following hon Members as 
the Members of the Selection 
Co;nmittee to be headed by my humble 
self, Chief . (Hon) A. Chukwu, the 
Speaker of the House, as Chairman of 
the Selection Committee. ' The Deputy . 
Speaker~': Chief hon D. Atigwe, as 
l 'I tt • • I 
Member' of Educat1on Committee. · The 
reasbn ; ~hy ,, the .Selection Committee 
include the Deptity Speaker, is that, in 
the, absence of the Speaker the Deputy 
Speaker will act or preside. Even the 
rules of the House makes it clear that 
th~ Deputy , Speaker should be in the 
Selection Committee. The Committee . 

. 'I· 
Meinbers are as follows:- Mr C. Enebe 
lJ r: ~ember; 1 Deputy Leade'r, Hon P. 
Anil<.we :- Member; Mr J. Anichukwu- .. · 

jl I 
Member; ,Mr G. Chukwuegbo Member; . 

~ l ,I 

and Mr E. Odoh - Member. 

: So, I believe from time to time I will 
lo'6~ at the various Committees of the 
House and also those ones we can do 

~ 

;:. 

::. 

,T 
r( 
'j!' 
j. 
! ,, 

.i 

rr 
.. I 
t 
f 

'~;' 

of the House. And we are aware that 
Committees are the life-wire of any 
Legislative House. The idea of my 
dissolution has to do with trying to re
organise for good direction and focu~. 
The dissolution also has to do w ith 

away with. I do hope that shortly ,I will .. : . · ;·.. . : .. i 
call .. a·'i meeting: of this Selection ';. i.) ,,. · .:::.d··· 
r ·I•• . , . , . , 

.I 

Committee. I I ' do hope also, within' a .· 
1
/ ··I' 1\tl I ' • 

couple of days or one week, to come up · 
I I:' ,,, I 

witll ~ the Committees , and their 
I 

~~. 1: •.• : ... r! 
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appeal. If one is a m~mhei ··of this 
Selection Committee and I call ·a Deputy . Leader: Thank you, Mr 
meeting and he fails to attend I will Speaker. May I move that . this. 
expunge his name and replace it with .· honourable House do how adjourn . till 
another perSOJ?- . If I call a me~ting aQd . -iTuesday, the 9th day of March, 2004, at 
he is .not there I remove his ~'fle;~~i~pt :;I 0 a.m. 

· there ~d put ~no,therp~rson'spa~~ . 1 ' ·: 1 • • 

1 
· .• • • ; 1, 1' ,.,_, 1 ,,, l~t:' ~~!,lq. , , Mr C. Ugwu (~nugq _ ~ast II) . Mr 

, , :r. This time around we want tq be very, 'Speaker, I have nsen to second the 
' vex;YI .: . ser ious, . e~pecially J\nat ·II tpe ' ' Motion for adjournment as moved ' by : 

Committee leveE , I ,do! not\! wapt ' .. a , the Deputy Leader. 
situation where we have up tci 'eighteen ;,; 

· Committees; they include Education Questionput and agreed to . 
. Committee, . Local Government 
. Committee, AgricultUre, ·. Judiciary, ,, Resolved: That this honourable 

Works . and -Transport i Commi:tte~1 i . and I House do now adjourn till Tuesday, 9111 

few · o~h~rs; . then. · Fin~.~ce pi' &~d "March, 2004, at 10 a.m . 
Appropnat10n Commtttee . .. Fman?e and , . l 

. Apwopriation · will f. work ~ith ·~e .. . Adjournment accordingly at 1.14 p. m. 
: . Committee on · House Services and ~a " 

.. I J' 

few others. ' .. :
1
, • . ''" .r. 
' ,. , . I 

I want everybody to be committed 
. this time around . . If somebody is made 

Chairman of a Committee, he has to I 

work very hard in :order to carry the :; 

Hou.se along., . If ' .a , Membpr J
1
ts 'l a , . :i i. 

Chatrman of a Committee, no matter !the · :.: . 
.. po~ition he is taking,' he ·must ' 1~arry !,ii 

everybody along. And in a Committee ·:: 
It It ! ~-;: . 

there is a quorum, it is in the rules,• just 
· like we have a qu~r'l.nn in the Hou~e . 
One Member cannot form . a quorum. 
When they have about ten members of a 
Committee, two persons will "just go on 
with the deliberations. It

1
is yer~ V'vlr'orig 

and I will never 'allow that again . 
.. '· 'I I 

· Members have to go through l;
1

rhe 1·~u \~s 
and , see how the Committees itfunction. 

. . . I . ~ ·~ 
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Mr J. Onoh (Enugu North): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to second the Motion 
moved by the honourable Member for 
A wgu North (Mr Enebe). 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, the 
observation I want to make is the issue of 
removing "other purposes". Is it not proper 
to say other official purposes, because, if 
we just leave it at private purposes, we have 
some of these donor agencies and some 
other people who will say that they . are 
using it for private purposes. So why don't 
we try to clarify that other purposes, using 
the word other official purposes. So that 
when we talk about it, it wiii be clearly 
understood. Somebody will know that when 
we say official purposes, we are talking 
about governmental purposes. So that is 
the observation I am trying to make. 
Instead of removing other purposes, we 
clarify the type of purposes we mean and 
that type of purpose is official goverrunent 
purposes. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr Speaker: I hope members are aware 
that the purpose of this amendment is to 
ban these high speed gear motorcycles for 
private purposes. And if that is true, I 
believe that if we expunge "other purposes" 
as proposed by the hon. Member for A wgu 
North (Mr Enebe), that it will be more 
acceptable. 

The reason why we try to remove other 
purposes is that if we do not remove it, 
which means that the Governor cannot use 
it. The Road Safety cannot use their own, 
the Police cannot use their own. But if we 
now make the amendment without adding 
other purposes, then we shall be correct. 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, to add flesh to 
what you have just said, we should be 

looking at the intention. What we intend to 
achieve, if we pass this bill. 

I believe that the donor agencies like the 
UNICEF cannot use their own, assuming 
that they have it, they will not use it to rob, 
but what we are targeting is individuals who 
will hide under the canopy that they are 
passing along the road and police stops 
them. They will now say the 'Okada' is 
their private motorcycle. That is the target. 
It will be difficult to start putting 
governmental and non-goverrunental. In the 
first law we said commercial what we are 
amending now is private. 

Mr E. Odo (Igbo-Etiti): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I want to align myself with the intent of 
the amended Bill but before then, the intent 
as it applies .. . 

Mr Speaker: There was an amendment 
proposed by the hon. Member for A wgu 
North (Mr Enebe) expunging other 
purposes and was duly seconded by the hon. 
Member for Enugu North (Mr Onoh). Then 
along the line, there was an observation 
raised by the Deputy Leader. 

Mr Odo: You are preempting me 

Mr Speaker: I am preempting the hon. 
Member for Igboetiti East (Mr Odo). 

Mr Odo: What I was expecting is that, 
may be over, something was said and it has 
been taken, but not when I open my mouth 

Mr Speaker: He said he wants to make 
a contribution. 

Mr Odo: 
contribution. 
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Mr Speaker: Go ahead. 

Mr Odo: Thank you, Mr Speak~r. I 
want to draw your attention to line 5 of the 
principal law which we seek to amend. It 
says, notwithstanding the provisions of any 
other written law, and in the state, the 
licensing authority will on the payment of 
such fees as may be specified by it from 
time to time authorize the motorcycle to 
start to ply for hire for the conveyance of 
passengers. 

Now, the amendment comes in, for 
private and other purposes. Can a private 
motorcycle ply for hire or can a private 
motorcycle carry a passenger? So, what I 
am trying to say is that the intent we seek to 
achieve is quite acceptable but the way it is 
couched or phrased in the amendment Bill 
negates entirely the intended aim and on the 
grounds of this, Mr Speaker, I would move 
that this Bill be stepped down so that the 
Presenters of the Bill will go and put their 
house in order. This is my humble 
application, Mr Speaker. 

Mr Speaker: You agree thai we step it 
down? 

MrOdo: Yes. 

Mr Speaker: Listen please. I am aware 
that some hon. Members got this 
amendment yesterday. I cannot accept that 
Motion unless Members will agree to 
adjourn this House, retire and come back. 
Otherwise, I will not accept that. 

Mr E. C. Maduabu (Awgu South): 
This is a complex matter. 

Mr Speaker: It is not complex. 

1170 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I still want to stand by the amendment 
proposed by the hon. Member for A wgu 
North (Mr Enebe). There are no 
ambiguities that cannot be corrected within 
this space of time. What the hon. Member 
for Igbo Etiti East (Mr Odo) pointed out is 
true, but can be amended and if we agree, I 
have this proposal that instead of inse1ting 
the word for private at the place it was 
intended, that we move up a bit to line 4 
after the word motorcycle, we now insert 
and or ply as private in that space so that it 
now reads notwithstanding the provisions of 
any other written law in force and in the 
state the licensing authority may on 
payment of, for such fee or fees as may be 
prescribed by it from time to time authorize 
a motorcycle to stand or play as private or 
for hire for the conveyance of a passenger 
... It will not cover that they may authorize 
the use of these motorcycles either as 
private or as commercial provided that it is 
within the prescribed capacity. It will now 
achieve the purposes for which we intended 
and it will equally cover the area we intend 
to amend. That is to protect the use of this 
high powered motorcycles by security 
agencies like Road Safety, the Executive or 
Federal Government. It will cover these 
areas. 

Mr Enebe: Mr Speaker, we seem to be 
pursuing what we do not suppose to pursue 
because in the first place, this is now a law. 
Those who have access to high capacity 
machines do not have the right. There is no 
room for them to license machines that are 
of high engine capacity . . They must show · 
their documents to prove that what they are 
being given paper for falls within the law. 

585 

-·-

----

----



1171 
Enugu State House of Assembly Debates 

9 March, 2004 1172 

So you must get license for machines 
approved by law. If you go there without 
the machines, the documents they will issue 
you will state the category of machines it 
covers. So if you carry a high speed 
machine, you must produce the papers 
authorizing you. Where you fail, you are 
breaching the law. The licensing authority 
must issue papers covering that which is 
within the confines of the law we passed . I 
want to still appeal that there is no reason 
being in a hurry. If we can retire and come 
back and continue with the debate, that is 
fine. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Sitting suspended at 12. 40 p.m. 

Sitting resumed: 1.18 p .m. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
you are welcome back to the Chambers. 
We stopped somewhere because of obvious 
reasons, and I believe that we have been 
able to sott out those problems. We can 
now commence our debate on the 
amendment Bill before the House. 

Mr E. Odo (Igbo-Etiti East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, having advanced my reasons 
for stepping down this Bill prior to the little 
adjournment the House had, I wish to move 
that these following amendments be made 
in the Bill: 

On the title of the Bill, I wish to move 
that the words private and be inse~ted 

immediately after for. Thus reading, A 
Law authorizing the use of motor-cycles 
for private and commercial purposes 
and other related matters incidental 
thereto. The word private and be 

. inserted, that is in the title. Then in 

Section One (1) I also move that the 
words private and ... 

I 

Mr Speaker: Order! The hon. Member 
for Igbo-Etiti East (Mr Odo) may we agree 
on one amendment before we go to another 
one. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I have 
risen to second the amendment as moved by 
the hon. Member for Igbo-Etiti East (Mr 
Odo). 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Odo: Mr Speaker, Sir, secondly, I 
hereby move that the words private and be 
inserted again after the word of in Section 
One (1). Thus reading, This Bill may be 
cited as the Road Traffic (Operation of 
Private and Commercial Motor cycles) Bill 
No. 6, 2003, and shall be deemed to have 
come into force on ... 

Mr F. Onah (Nsukka West): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I stand to second that Motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Odo: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I also 
move that the marginal note in Section 
Three (3) which reads: Authority for motor
cycles to ply for commercial purposes and 
condition thereof; that the words private 
and be inserted immediately after ply in the 
marginal note, so that it will now read, 
authority for motorcycles to ply private and 
commercial purposes and conditions 
thereof 

Then in the same Section Three (3) Mr 
Speaker, may I equally move that in line 
four (4), for private uses or be inserted 
immediately after ply. Thus, reading 
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notwithstanding the provisions of any other 
written law in force and in the state, the 
licensing authority may, on the payment of 
such fee or fee(s) as may be prescribed by it 
from time to time, authorize the motorcycle 
to stand or ply for private uses or for hire 
for the conveyance of a passenger, (f the 
owner thereof ordinarily resides within the 
State, or where he does not so reside, if the 
motorcycle wif.l normally be operated 
within the State. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, l have 
also risen to second the Motion for the 
amendments as proposed by the hon. 
Member for lgbo-Etiti East (Mr Odo). 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Odo: Mr Speaker, Sir, it is my wish 
also to move that in between Section 3(a)(i) 
and (ii), the word or be expunged entirely, 
leaving only the word and, thus reading, no 
such authorisation shall be given in respect 
of any motorcycle: 

(i) whose engine capacity exceed 
one hundred cubic centimeters, 
and 

(ii) that has more than four (4) 
speed gear system. 

Then, the final amendment is that in 
Section Four (4), the words or private use 
be inserted immediately after passenger. 
Thus, reading, any driver of motorcycle 
who stands or plies for hire or the 
conveyance of passengers or private use in 
contravention of the provisions of this law 
and the owner of such motorcycle or any 
passenger who hires, and so on. 

So, Mr Speaker, these are my little 
amendments. I thank you very much . 

. / 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, I have 
risen to second the Motion for the 
amendments as proposed by the hon. 
Member for lgbo-Etiti East (Mr Odo). 

Question put and agreed to. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I move 
that the Question be now put. 

Question, That the Question be now put, 
put and agreed to. 

Main Question put and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read the Second time 
and immediately considered in the 
Committee of the Whole House 

The Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues, let us leave the Short Title, 
Enactment and Citation. Let us go straight 
to Section Three ofthe Bill. 

Section 3 (I a) - (c) - as amended, 
ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

Section 4 - as amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

Short title - agreed to. 

Enactment - agreed to. 

Citation and Date - as amended, agreed 
to. 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair) 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, may I now 
move that the Bill, as amended be now read 
the Third time. Thank you, Sir. 
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Bill reported out of Committee with 
amendments, read the Third Time and 
Passed. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
the Bill as amended is now a law 
authorizing the use of Motorcycles for 
Private and Commercial Purposes and other 
Matters Incidental thereto. I wish to 
express my happiness to all of you for your 
contributions, especially, when I discovered 
that we may run into problem and I had to 
suspend sitting for a while. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Meetings 

Mr Speaker: The House Committee on 
Selection will have its meeting in my office 
by 2.00 p.m. Also there will be a meeting of 
all the hon Members in my office on· the 
rising of the House. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, hon 
Colleagues, I rise to move that this 
honourable House do now adjourn till 
Thursday, 11 '" March, 2004, at I 0.00 a.m. 
Thank you . 

Provide Member with Clean Copies 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, hon 
Colleagues, I rise to second the Motion on 
adjournment. And in doing so, Mr Speaker, 
Sir, it has become important for hon 
Members to have at the end of each 
amendment Bill, clean copy of . the 
amendment Law. You could recall that in 
most of the amendments we made, we did 
not have complete clean copy as already 
amended. We only had those Laws before 

the amendment. In view of this, I am 
urging the appropriate authority to ensure 
that every hon Member, at the end of each 
amendment of any Bi ll, should have a clean 
copy, as amended. Thank you. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That this honourable House 
do now adjourn till Thursday, 11 '" March, 
2004, at 10.00 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly at 1.44 p.m. 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Thursday, I I'" March, 2004 

(The House met at I 0 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
our Votes and Proceedings No. 61, .dated 
91

h March, 2004 are before the House. I 
have gone through them, and found them 
to be correct. Please, if Members go 
through the Votes and Proceed ings at 
page 4 under Committee report progress, 
ignore the mistake there. Clerks-at-Table 
take note. Is that clear? They wrote Mrs 
Speaker in the Chair (Laughter) . It is just 
a mistake, ignore it. Apart from that, I 
believe that others are correct. However, 
I need hon . Members' comments. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikwe): Mr 
Speaker, I have equally gone through the 
Votes and Proceedings of our last sitting 
and found the contents to be correct. I, 
therefore, move for their adoption. . 

Mr M . Njeze (Udi North) : Mr 
Speaker, I wish to second the Motion on 
the ground that at page 4 where we have 
Committee of Selection the word of be 
changed to on while I second the Motion. 
Thank you 

" 589 

Question put and agreed to . 

Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday, 
9'" March, 2004 accordingly adopted. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

PRESENTATION OF BILL 

The Enugu State Local Government 
Areas (Creation and Transitional 

Provisions) Law (Amendment) Bill, 
No.1, 2004 

A Bill for a Law to amend the 
Local Government Areas 
(Creation and Transitional 
Provisions) Law No. 1, 2003, 
presented by the Leader of the 
House (Mr Ebenyi) , and read 
the First time. 

Mr Speaker: My hon. Colleagues, 
the Enugu State Local Government 
Areas (Creation) Transitional 
Provisions Law has now been read the 
First time. 

Leader: Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
Now that the Bill has been read the 
First time, may I now move that the 
Bill be read the second time. 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): I rise to 
second the Motion. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, this Bill, the 
Enugu State Local Government Areas 
Creation and Trans itional Provisions 
Law Amendment Bill No. 1, 2004, is 
seeking to amend Sections 5, 6, 7 and 

. ....-· 

-

-
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the Second Schedule seri<tl No. l, 18, 22, 
37, 39 and 44 of the Loca l Government 
Area (Creation and Transitional 
Provisions) Law No . 1, 2003 with respect 

. to their Headquarters, Constituent 
Communities, and the correct nCimes of 
the new Local Government Areas . 

This amendment becomes n·ecesse1ry 
due to recent prOilOuncements ole the 
Council of States and the 1'-D.P Central 
Working Committee (C. W.C) to the 
effect that Local Covemment elections 
should be limited to the old Local 
Governments Areas as contained in the 
First Schedule to the Constitution of the 
Federal Republ ic of Nigeria 1999. Thus 
in order to accommodate the 39 newly 
created Local Government Areas in the 
State, Sections 5, 6, 7 and the Second 
Schedule serial Nos. 1 ,18,22,37,39 and 44 
need to be amended. The Clmendment 
will give the Governor power to appoint 
to the new Local Government Areas; 

i. A Chairman and . Deputy 
Chairman 

11. Supervisms 
iii. A Councilor from eoch new 

wards of the Local Government 
to run the afrai1·s of the sa id 
new Local Govcmments . 

Also in the local government law 
which we p8ssed few months ago their 
origin8l names were lost and 
headquarters, but this amendment which 
we a1·e about to make is go ing to corn~ct 
the anomalies, so that all the old 
seventeen local government meas wi II 
retain their original names and 
headquarters as is contained in the Fi1·st 
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Schedule of the Constitution of the 
Federal Republic ofNigeria. 

For in stance, if yo u look at the law 
we passed, Nkanu Central , that is, the 
local government now, formerly it was 
Nkanu West but after the creation of 
the new local government area, it 
becomes Nkanu Central with its 
headquarters at Agbani. lt thus brings 
confus ion like if yo u get to Abuja, 
they wi II not know which one is the 
new local government area and which 
one is the old local government area. 
That is why we are making this 
amendment, so that Nkanu West will 
take its old name of Nkanu West with 
its headquarters at Agbani. The same 
is applicable to Oj i River, Aninri, 
Ezeagu, lgbo-Etiti. 

I, therefore, appeal to Mr Speaker, 
and my hon . Co !leagues to rise and 
support this amendment so that we 
have a smooth running of our newly 
cherished loca l government areas. 
Thank you . 

lYl r E. Ocio (lgbo Etiti East) : Mr 
Speaker, I rise to support the Bil l as 
expounded by the hon . Leader of the 
House (!vir Ehenyl). The rationale 
behind the amend ment of this Bill 
stems fro m the fact that pursuant to 
Sections 8 and 9 of Part T of the First 
Schedu le of the ·1999 Constitution, 
some local governments in this state 
have been notabl y inserted into the 
Constitution ancl these local 
governments have been changed or 
altered a little bit, but in order to keep 
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1n line with the directives of the Federal 
Executive Council, the Bill if it comes 
into law, will now restore the said local 
government headquarters and its original 
names back to status quo and in that 
regards, r wish to say that the House will 
be doing itse lf proud if they should listen 
to the voice at the national level. 

Then on the issue of Sections 5, 6 and 
7, there has to be intention on the part of 
the legislators not only to see to the 
appointment of the Chairmen, Deputy 
Chairmen but also, we have to endeavour 
to find a way of inserting supervisors as 
wetl. The whole spirit, apart from creating 
the structure called local government, is 
also to see the need of creating job 
oppo11unities for the people of Enugu 
State. 

A situation where about 56 local 
government Chairmen will be 
accommodated within the system, a 
situation where about 56 · Deputy 
Chairmen will be accommodated within 
the system and generally a situation 
where about 560 Councillors will be 
appointed within Enugu State in the 
respective local governments and if the 
House confirms, supervisors as well. 

In this way, I believe that, to the 
people of Enugu State, it will serve as 
employment generation. And Mr 
Speaker, having perused the Bill 
carefully, I have I ittle amendments to 
make in respect of the Bill. Mr Speaker, 
you wi II see that in Section 6(b) of the 
B iII and Section 7 appear to contradict 
each other. For instance, Section 6(b) 
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permits the Governor, under this 
Section, to appoint elected Chairmen, 
Deputy Chairmen and Councilors to 
have the same powers and privileges 
of those elected under the law, while 
Section 7 says that: "All persons 
appointed under Section 6 of this law 
shall hold Offices at the pleasure of 
the Governor or until elections are 
held to jill their position ". 

If these people were to be 
appointed, believing that they have the 
same power and privileges under the 
law, it now becomes unnecessary for 
somebody to say that they should hold 
Offices at the pleasure of the 
Governor. So my amendment is that 
Section 7 be amended · to read, I 
formally move that Section 7 be 
amended to state "Notwithstanding 
the provisions of Section 6(b) , all 
persons appointed under Section 6 of 
this law shall hold Offices at the 
pleasure of the Governor. Then the 
second ... (Interruptions) . 

Mr Speaker: Read the first Motion 
agam. 

Mr Odo: Notwithstanding the 
provisions of Section 6(b), all persons 
appo inted under Section 6 of this law 
shall hold Offices at the pleasure of 
the Governor or until elections are 
held to fill their positions. The 
rationale behind this stems from the 
fact that if this provision was not 
included, there will be a sharp 
contradiction between Section 6(b) 
and Section 7. 
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Then finally, I wish also to move that 
in Section . . . (Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: Let somebody second 
the proposed amendment. 

Mr J . Obidinma (Oji River): Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to second the 
amendment. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr Odo: Thank you, Mr Speaker, I 
equally want to move that there is 
absence of a clause in Section 6(a), which 
I will urge Mr Speaker, to allow me move 
a Motion in respect of. May I move that 
in Section 6(a) that, the word Supervisors 
and, be inserted immediately after, new 
ward Thus reading; any time after the 
said elections, the Governor may appoint 
for each new local government area, a 
Chairman, Deputy Chairman, a 
Councillor from each of its component 
new wards and Supervisors to run the 
affairs ofthe said new local governments. 

May I move that in section 6(a) that 
the word ' supervisors are,' be inserted 
immediately after new ward, thus reading, 
"any time after the said election, the 
Governor may appoint for each new local 
government area a Chairman, Deputy 
Chairman, a Councillor and Supervisors 
to run the affairs of the said new local 
government. In other words, l niove that 
the ' and' between the Deputy Chairman 
and Councillors be expunged and comma 
be inserted and then after the new ward , 
you now insert 'and supervisors.' So, on 
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the grounds of this Mr Speaker, I wish 
that if the said amendments are made, 
I throw my weight solidly behind this 
Bill. Thank you. 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Member 
for Udenu (Mr E. Eze) has a proposed 
amendment in 6(a). So let us hear him 
before we go ahead and put the 
Question on the other one. 

Mr E. Eze (Udenu): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, f have risen to make a little 
contribution to this impot1ant 
amendment to our local government, 
Bill. The amendment is timely ... 
(Interruptions) 

Mr Speaker: Go on, that may be 
the last contribution by the hon. 
Member for Udenu (Mr Eze) 
(Laughter) 

Mr Eze: Mr Speaker, I will still 
come back. The amendment is proper 
and timely. Proper in the sense that 
this will re-assure the good people of 
Enugu State that the new local 
governments we have created have 
come to stay. Since the 
pronouncement from the Federal 
Executive Council and also from our 
great party, the common man in the 
rural area has been asking questions, 
to be or not to be. That is why this 
amendment is timely and proper. That 
the issue of local government creation 
in Enugu State has come to stay. 
Having said so, may I propose a little 
amendment to 6(a) which I feel, if I 
am correct is clumsy. At any time 
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after the said election, the Governor may 
appoint for each new local government 
area, a Chai rman, a Deputy Chairman and 
a Councillor from : note the word from ; 
from is controlling Chairman, Deputy 
Chairman and Councillor. So, I have 
proposed amendment thus: at any time 
after the said election, the Governor may 
appoint from each of the new local 
government areas: 

I. a Chairman and Deputy 
Chairman 

2. Supervisor 
3. a Councillor from each of the 

new ward of the local 
government. 

The difference is that I said that the 
word from is controlling (if you allow it 
as it is) is a preposition controlling the 
appointment of Chairman, Deputy 

· ' Chairman and appointment of Councillor. 
So, I am saying for each of the local 
governments we separate these 
appointments. The word from is now 
controlling the Councillors only. If you 
leave it as it is without separating them 
numerically, by numbers, then, from will 
be controlling all of them. That is the 
Chairman from each of the ward. That is 
my suggestion and Motion. Thank you. 

Deputy Leader (Mr Aniklve): Thank 
you, Mr Speaker. I have risen to second 
the Motion for amendment of section 6(a) 
as proposed by the hon. Member for lgbo 
Etiti East (Mr Odo). I have risen to do 
that because if you watch out the words as 
they are here, the only amendment there 
which will go a long way to showing 
democratic government at the third tier is 
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the issue of supervisors because you 
will not vote only the chairman and 
Councillors without the supervisors. 
It will just appear as if we are trying to 
run a different system of government 
at the third tier. So, with that 
amendment, it is more than clear, 
because why that amendment is not 
necessary is that fo r this honourable 
House to understand and appreciate 
the fact that the Governor at the end of 
the election may appoint the 
Chairman, the Deputy and the 
Councillor. The word Councillor 
from now shows that the newly 
created wards is the only area 
designated for these new Councillors 
to be appointed. That is why it is 
from, and then the Chairman and 
Deputy to be appointed in the new 
local government also testify that the 
appointment of Chairman and Deputy 
cannot b.e outside the newly created 
local government. No Councillor can 
be appointed from outside his own 
ward. That is what the amendment is 
seeking. So, at this juncture, Mr 
Speaker, I have risen to second the 
Motion 1noved by hon . Member for 
Igbo Etiti East (Mr Odo). 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I have risen to move 
these amendments on the ground that 

Mr Speaker: Order! As that 
Motion by the hon. Member for 
Udenu (Mr Eze) has been duely 
seconded, I will put the Question. 
After, if the hon Member for Udi 
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North (Mr Njeze) likes he can go ahead 
and propose his own amendment. 

Mr Njeze: Mr Speaker, I would have 
liked us to subject tJ1e Motion to a 
reasonable logical reason based on what 
we are intending to achieve. We are not 
just intending to achieve number, but 
what will benefit our people. Because we 
know that we are hinging the whole 
amendments on the reasons given by the 
Executive Council that they would prefer 
elections to be held only on the 774 Local 
Governments, that is, 17 in Enugu State. 

So, if we are hinging it on that apd we 
know that the same Executive Counci j in 
that same reason advised that 
parliamentary system should be used in 
the local government because there was a 
lot of wastages in the whole system. 
Local government fund was supposed to 
be used in the development of the local 
government and should not only be 
expended wholly on salaries alone. We 
should understand that when we appoint 
supervisors in the new local governments, 
we are going to have about 224 
supervisors; and we now ask ourselves, 
do we create these local governments to 
pay salaries and end there, or have we 
created them to carry development to the 
hinter-land? 

If we have to accept what we intend to 
achieve, and the answer to ourselves is 
that we want to develop the hinter-land, 
then there is need for us to appoint 
Supervisors from the Councillors, so that 
we have pari iamentary system runni ng in 
the local government system. If our 

/ 
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intention is just to create job, then we 
can go ahead, but I believe that time 
has come in this country when we 
should sta1t to encourage productivity 
instead of father Christmas, that is, 
giving out funds because we have to 
sustain life. 

Mr Speaker: May I know the 
argument of the hon. Member for Udi 
No1ih (Mr Njeze). 

Mr Njeze: Mr Speaker, my 
argument is that we should include in 
the amendment that Supervisory 
Councillors should come from the 
Councillors. Moreover, what I have to 
say is that the amendment proposed by 
the hon. Member for Udenu (Mr Eze) 
would be quite in order because when 
we say that, may I read the sentence 
so that we understand it. It says: At 
any time after the said elections, the 
Goven?or may appoint for each new 
local government area: (I) A 
Chairman, (2) A Deputy Chairman, 
and (3) A Councillor, from each of the 
component new wards. That is, if you 
go to every ward, you appoint a 
Chairman, a Deputy Chairman and a 
Counci !lor, but we should separate 
that area so that it will now be that 
after the appointment of Chairman and 
Deputy Chairman, that Councillors 
should be appointed from wards . 

So, it will now be that appointment 
for each new local government area 
will be a Chairman and a Deputy 
Chairman, and a Councillor from each 
of the new wards. The Chairman and 
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the Deputy Chairman should be from the 
local government area. while · the 
Councillors will be from the wards. On 
that note. M r Speaker. I would want to 
second the Motion as moved by the hon. 
Member for Udenu (Mr E:::e). 

Mr J. U. Onoh (Enugu North) : Mr 
Speaker. observation! 

Mr Speaker: Order! The hon . 
Member for Udi North (!vir Nje:::e) 

supported the Motion moved by the hon . 
Member for Udenu (Mr t::e) . What he 
did was to expatiate on the reasons why 
he was supporting the Motion . That. if it 
rei11ains as it was written in the Bill. what 
it means is that we appoint a Chairman 
and Deputy Chairman from each ward. 
That is what he is saying. and that is now 
what this Bill is tryi ng to achieve. 

Mr Onoh: Point of observation. Mr 
Speaker. my observation is for us to refer 
back to the same observation raised by 
the hon. Member for Udenu (!vir E:::e). 

The term ji-om goes in contradiction with 
the term discretion of" the Gm·ernor. as 
fi-om only specified and intensified that 
the Chairman and his Deputy must be 
selected from the same local govei·nment. 

That does not actually specify his own 
discretion because he is now compelled to 
go to the same local government and pick 
whoever he wishes to select. and that will 
be at his own discretion. I am appealing 
that the term nwnerico/ as was proposed 
by the hon . Member for Udenu (/vir E:::e) 

would have been the best option. Thank 
you. 
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Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues. I have to put the Question 
no,v. may be at the end of the day the 
proposal made by the hon. Member 
for Udenu (Mr E:::e) may stand. 

6(a) At any time after the said 
elections, the Governor may appoint 
for each new local government area: 

· I) a Chairman and Deputy 
Chairman 

2) 

3) 

Supervisory 
and 

Councillors. 

a Councillor from each new 
ward of the local 
government. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
Councillors should come before 
Supervisory Councillors 
(interrupt ions). 

Mr Speaker: Order! Order!! May I 
repeat: 

I ) 

2) 

3) 

a Chairman and Deputy 
Chairman, 
a Councillor from each new 
ward of the local 
government. 
Supervisory Councillors 

Quest ion put and agreed to. 

Mr Njeze: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
because the Superyisors are superior. 
he supervises those under him . If the 
Councillors are under the Supervisory 
Councillors. then supervisors should 
come before the Councillor. they are 
supervising the Councillors. 
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Deputy Leader: . No! No!! They are , 
not supervising the Councillors. 

Mr Njeze: Why are their position 
higher than that of the Councillors? 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member for 
Ud i N011h (Mr Njeze) is not aware that if 
a Supervisory Councillor is appointed 
from the Councillors, the person so 
appointed resigns his seat as a Councillor. 
It is just like if a Member of this House is 
appointed a Commissioner, he resigns as 
a Member of this House. 

Mr Njeze: I agree that if you appoint a 
Member of this House as a Minister, he 
will resign, and if you appoint him a 
Councillor in a ward, he will resign 
(interruptiom). 

Several hon. Members: No! No!! Not 
as a Councillor. 

Mr Njeze: All of them may resign and 
become local government Chairmen then . 
The fact I am trying to put across is that 
the office you are taking is not enough 
reason to decide whether you will resign 
or not. Even if you are taking the lowest 
position you must resign once you have 
accepted that position . 

Mr Odo: Point of Order. 

Mr Speaker: Order what? The hon. 
Member for Igbo-Etiti East (Mr Odo) 
should read the Order. 
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Mr Odo: Mr Speaker, Sir, Order 
26( 12) which says: 

A Member may rise to a point of 
information or explanation on a 
previous statement made by a 
Member. 

So. Mr Speaker, I am now reacting 
to what the hon. Member for Udi 
North (Mr Njeze) said. The reason 
why Cou ncillors should come before 
Supervisory Councillors is that, if we 
watch at Section 6(b) we can see that 
any officer shall enjoy the privilege 
and powers of elected members under 
the local government Law. And do 
not forget that Supervisors are under 
the third tier of the Local Government, 
even the Councillors have to screen 
them. Just like we are doing here. 
That presupposes that the Councillors 
should come out so as to be on their 
own before these people will come. It 
cannot be the other way round. 

Mr Speaker: That is very, very 
correct. 

Mr M. Onyeze (lgbo-Eze N01th l): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I want to make a 
little contribution on the views of my 
hon. Colleagues. 

Mr Speaker: Please hon. 
Colleagues, excuse me. We have two 
Motions on the Floor. . What we have 
to do is to vote according to your 
consciences. I have two Motions, that 
is two proposed amendments. One by 
the hon. Member for Udenu (Mr Eze) 
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and of course, the other one by the hon . 
Member for lgbo-Etiti East (!v/r Odo). I 
want to take that of the hon. Member for 
lgbo-Etiti East (/vir Odo) and it reads: At 
any time afier the said elections. the 
Governor may appoint.fiJr each nell' local 
government area. a Chairman. a deputy 
Clwimwn, 017(1 a Councillor.fi·om each of' 
its component nell' ll'ard and a Supervisor 
to mn the qfj'airs of' the said nell' local 
govemment area. Then that of the hon. 
Member for Udenu (/v/r E:::e) read: .·It an\ ' 
time afier the said eleclion the Gm·ernor 
may appoint .fi·oiii each ne1r lout! 
government, a Chairman and Deputy 
.Chairman and he now said you put 
Councillor ... 

Several hon. Members: No! No! · 

Mr Speaker: No! We have agreed to 
that we said we should put Councillor 
before the Supervisor. and a Councillor 
from each new ward of the local 
government and thirdly Supervisor. · 

We are still on amendments. okay! 
Please more contributions if any. 

Mr J. C. Obidinma (Oji River): 
Thank you. Mr Speaker. I have · risen to 
support the proposed amendments. You 
know that Enugu State is a law abiding 
state. After these amendments. the 
position of the new local government will 
be very clear. With that. Mr Speaker. I 
beg that you put the Question. 

Mr Speaker: Did you say that I 
should put the Question? 
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Several hon. Members: No! No! 

I 
Deputy Speaker: He did not move 

any Motion. Mr Speaker. Sir. I have 
risen to contribute to this all important 
amendment. it becomes a News .. . 

Mr Speaker: Please hon. 
Colleagues listen! May the hon. 
Member for Enugu North (!v/r Onoh) 
go back to his seat. When I will 
announce the Committees by next 
week. I wi II change the sitting 
arrangements. 

Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. for your protection. I agree 
entirely with the amendments so far 
made. but I disagree that we are 
amending this law because ofNational 
Council of State's Meeting. Theirs is 
mere advisory. ours is to make the 
Iaw. We have all powers about Local 
Government Creation and I refer the 
House to Section 7( I) of the 
Constitution of the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria 1979 which says: The 
S\ 'S/eiii of' Local Govemments hy 
deJnocrotically elected Local 
Gm ·emiiienl Councils is under this 
( 'onst i 1111 ion guaranteed, and 
accordingly, the Government of' eve1y 
State sh(t// suhject to Section (8) of' 
this Constitution ensure their 
existence under a Law which provides 
fiJI· the estahlishmenl, structure. the 
COIIIposil ion, finance and .fimcl ions (?l 
such Councils. Here we have done 
our duty and not the duty of the 
National Council of States. That was 
why Ad miral Nelson when he lost one 
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of his eyes during the First World War, 
said. "England has expected eve1yone to 
do a duty. thank God I have done my 
011'17 ". 

Mr Speaker: Did I hear the hon. 
Deputy Speaker say that the Admiral lost 
one eye? 

Deputy Speaker: Yes! I said when the 
Admiral lost one of his eyes in a battle. 
(Laughter) 

Mr Speaker. Sir. it becomes a News 
when something is wrong, when you 
correct it it will no longer be a News. By 
this correction we are making now. there 
is no doubt, that the creation of Local 
Governments is the base which shows 
that we have done our duty. We are 
supporting the laws that we have made. 

By the amendments, we are making, 
we are making sure that we do not have 
what we call fabricated foundations 
without base. Now we have the 
democratically elected Local Government 
on the grass root. and it proves that the 
foundation we are making has a base. 
Therefore we should all support this all 
important amendments without delay . 
We pray that the Question be put except 
for my hon. Colleagues who want to 
make their own contributions. I beg to 
warm my seat. 

Deputy Leader: Mr Speaker. Sir. I 
have risen to add my own contributions to 
the support of this important amendment 
to our principal law on Local Government 
Creation. You will agree that in 1979 
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Constitution, these governors were 
empowered to appoint not to elect 
officers. The Constitution made it 
exceedingly clear that any matters 
about Local Government is an 
exclusive right of the State. This 
honourable House has enacted a law 
for the existence of this Local 
Government and this law we have 
made cannot be exterminated by any 
other suggestion or mere specimen. 

The National Assembly is only 
involved by mere consultation or 
in forma tion. By this amendment you 
can understand with me that the 
Enugu State House of Assembly has 
given more life to the law we made. 
We cannot just within such a while, 
say we are done with the Local 
Governments we created. The law 
they say is no respecter of persons, be 
you high or low. rich or poor, known 
to it or not. The law. of course. must 
be allowed to prevail. So all this 
important amendment. if you watch 
out. wi II now make it more 
democratic . What it is talking about is 
democratic infrastructural 
development. While we are talking 
about infrastructural development we 
should not forget the human 
development equally. 

The only democratic dividend we 
can give to our people is by 
accommodating them by means of this 
law. It does not neglect the issue of 
development in the rural areas. It is 
only saying you have more people 
joined together in that development. 
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We have more forces. more hands to be 
put on deck in that collective 
development. All this important law. the 
Enugu State Government. the Executive. 
and the Legislature by this law have come 
to maintain the supremacy of law in the 
Local Government. I call on· my 
Colleagues to give this all important Bill 
the required passage. 

On this note Mr Speaker. Sir. may I 
use this opportunity to call on the 
Governor of State. may be by the time he 
may decide appointing. to make sure that 
all the appointed Chairmen or elected 
Chairmen reside within the Local 
Government not outside the Local 

. . Government. On this note. may I call that 
Mr Speaker. can now put the Question. 
Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Mr 
Speaker. Sir. thank you for the 
opportunity given to me to second this 
Motion that was moved by the· Deputy 
Leader. And before then. I want to make 
a little contribution. I agree with the 
Deputy Speaker that we are not making 
any change. because of what the National 
Council of States will either say or not 
say. We know that the voice of the 
people is the voice of God. Our people 
want it and: we want it because of the 
forth coming Local Government Election. 

. . The Election will be done throughout the 
country. And we want to participate in 
the election. We should know that any 
law which exists without being put into 
operation. is no longer a Law. 
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We should create a Law that is 
functional. This section of the Local 
Government Law that deals with the 
election which is no longer 
operational should be amended to 
enable us participate in the Local 
Government Election. There is need 
to make the amendment. The section 5 
makes provision for the appointment 
of Transitional Chairmen and 
Trans itional Committee Members. 
Then. if we effect the change. we will 
probably participate in the Election. 

This is why I wish to call every hon 
Member of this House to support this 
amendment so that our people will 
participate in the Election. 1\lso. the 
Local Governments which we created 
wi II stand. because what we 
conclude/put in the amendment will 
surely be retlected in the changes we 
made so far. Then. our people will 
gain. Therefore. I urge. for 
acceptance of this amendment. Thank 
you. 

'f)uestion put and agreed to. 

Bill accordingfr read the Second 
1 i111e. 

M r Speaker: Honourable 
Colleagues. the Enugu State Local 
Government Area (Creation and 
Transitional) Law (Amendment) Bill 
No. 5. 2004 has now sailed through. 
the Second reading. I wish to humbly 
thank Members for the contributions 
and ideas: and also wish to thank 
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everybody for his individual efforts and 
contributions. 

Leader: Mr Speaker, Sir. I rise to 
move that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole House for 
further consideration of the amendment 
Bill. Thank you. 

Quest ion put und ax reed to. 

THEENUGUSTATELOCAL 
GOVERNMENT AREAS 

(CREATION AND TRANSITIONAL 
PROVISIONS) LAW (AMENDMENT) 

BILL, NO. I, 200-t 

A Bill for Law to amend the Local 
Government Area (Creation and 
Transitional Provisions) Law No. I. 2003 
(Considered in the Committee of the 
Whole House) 

The Chairman: Honourable 
Colleagues. let us suspend the Short title. 
Enactment and also the Commencement 
date until later. 

Clause 5 (I), ( 18). (22). (37). (39) and 
(44)- ordered to stand part of'the Bill. 

Clause 6(a) At any time after the said 
elections the Governor may appoint from 
each new Local Government · 

i) The Chairman and a· Deputy 
Chairman: 

ii) A Councillor from each new 
ward of each Local 
Government and 

iii) Supervisors 
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Clause 6(a) (i -iii ) ordered to stand 
part o/the Bill. 

(b) /\ny officer appointed by the 
Governor under this Section shall 
have the powers and privileges of 
those elected under the Local 
Government Law. 
CIa use 6( b) and (c) - ordered to stand 
part o/the Bill. 
7. Not\\ ithstanding the Provisions of 
Section 6(b) of this Law all persons 
appointed under this Section 6 of this 
Law sha ll hold offices at the pleasure 
of the Governor or until elections are 
held to lill their positions. 

Section 7 - ordered to stand part of' 
the Bill. 

Short Title- agreed to. 

Com mencement - (I I 111 Day of 
March. 2004) -agreed to 

Mr Sj1eaker resumed the ('hair 

Leader: Mr Speaker. now that the 
B iII has been amended. may I move 
that the Bill which has been amended 
be now read the Third time. 

rJuestion put and agreed to. 

Bill reported out of'Commillee ll'ilh 
Wl/ei/{II/Jents. read the Third time and 
pas.\·ed 

Mr Speaker: Honourable 
Co I leagues. the B iII. as amended has 
been passed. I have the honour and 

' o> 
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privilege to express my happiness the way 
and manner we conducted ourselves 
during debate on this Bill. I wish to 
express my happiness towards the various 
contributions made. When I came in this 
morning I never knew that this Bill would 
scale through the way it went this 
morning. I believe in consultation, I 
believe in dialogue, I am happy we were 
able to do some consultations this 
morning and we have now seen the result · 
of that consultation we made. I sincerely 
wish to express my happiness to everyone 
of you who contributed in no small way 
to ensure the passage of the amended B iII. 

I wish also to express my happiness to 
the Clerk and his team for their 
contributions and efforts because as at 
yesterday, I never knev,; that this Bill 
would be passed this morning but because 
of his commitment, dimension, zeal and 
interest he has for the affairs of this 
honourable House, we were able to pass 
the amended Bill. So, I thank members 
very much. More grease to their elbows. 

. , May God bless everyone of us. Thank 
you. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Obituary 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
please remember that one of our 
Colleagues lost somebody. The 
announcement is from the hon. Member 
for Enugu South I (lvfr Am). He says, I 
humbly invite all hon. Members to the . 

. burial ceremony of my brother-in-law, 
who died recently. His body will leave 
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the University of Nigeria Teaching 
Hospital, Enugu on Saturday, 13th 
March 2004 by 10 a.m. I implore all 
Members to please, accompany me in 
thi s trying moment. Thank you, and 
God bless you. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Leader: Mr Speaker, I hereby 
move that the House do now adjourn 
till Tuesday, 16th March, 2004, at I 0 
a.m. 

Mr M. Njeze (Udi North): Mr 
Speaker, hon. Members, I wish to 
second the Motion for adjournment as 
proposed by the Leader of the House. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourn till Tuesday, 16th March, 
2004, at I 0 a.m. 

Adjourned accordingly a/2.16 p.m . 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

ENUGU STATE OF NIGERIA 

Tuesday. 16'" March. 2004 

(The House met at 10 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

APPROVAL OF VOTES AND 
PROCEEDINGS 

Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 
our Votes and Proceedings dated 
Thursday, II til March, 2004 are before us , 
l have gone through them and found them 
to be correct. However, I need hon. 
Members' comments. Thank you. 

Mr J. N. Anichukwu (Nkanu East): 
Mr Speaker, I have equally gone through 
the Votes and Proceedings of Thursday, 
I l til March, 2004 and found them to be 
correct. I, therefore, move for the 
adoption. Thank you. 

Mrs C. Eneh (Udi South): Mr 
Speaker, I rise to second the Motion . 

Question put and agreed to. 

Votes and Proceedings of Thursday. 
11'" March. 2004 adopted accordingly. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Selection Committee and they held series 
of meetings, and today we are going to 
reconst itute these Committees. 

And let me make it very, very clear to 
everybody now. It is not a question of 
giving a Member a Committee. If after 
one week, two weeks, three weeks, one 
month. I do not get anything from that 
Committee, I dissolve that Committee 
totally. I will not dissolve it politically, I 
will dissolve it based on the Members 
inability to handle his Committee. There 
is no point having twenty, thirty, fifty 
Committees and may be, one or two are 
working. The moment one cannot 
perform or he cannot do it, he is taking it 
for granted, l just dissolve the Committee 
immediately. 

There are some of the Committees I 
decided to retain their Chairmen and some 
I decided to change them. 

I have the following Committees now: 
a) House Committee on Economic 

Development. Civil Service and 
Luhour Matters : 

I) Hon. A. C. Nnadi ... Chairman 
2) Hon. J. U. Onoh ... Member 
3) Hon. J. Obidinma ... Member 
4) Hon. J. N. Anichukwu ... Member 
5) Hon. D. A. A nih ... Member 
6) Hon. C. Ugwu ... Member 

b) House Committee on Youths and Sports 

I ) Hon. C. Ugwu ... Chairman 
Mr Speaker: Honourable Colleagues, 2) Hon. F. Onah ... Member 

we will recall that about two weeks ago 3) 
that I dissolved all the Committees of the 4) 
House. And after that I announced a 5) 
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Hon. E. Maduabu . .. Member 
Hon. J. N. Anichukwu ... Member 
Hon. J. U. Onoh .. . Member 
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c) House Commillee on Agriculture 

cmd Nat ural Resources 

I ) 
2) 

3) 
4) 
5) 

l-Ion. A. Chigbo ... Chairman 
l-Ion. (Mrs) C. Ene 
Member 
l-Ion. D. I. Agbo . .. Member 
l-Ion. A . C. Nnadi ... Member 
l-Ion. 0 . C. Nnamani 
Member 

d) House Commillee on Local 
Govemme nl. lnt er-P uri i om e111 un' 

Relations. Rural De\·elopment and 
Stale INEC Mailers 

I) l-Ion. C. 0. Enebe . . . Chairman 
2) l-Ion. G. 0. Chukwuegbo 

Member 
3) l-Ion. P. Anikwe .. . Member 
4) l-Ion. D. 0. Atigwe ... Member 
5) l-Ion. C. Ugwu . .. Member 
6) l-Ion. D. I. Agbo ... Member · 
7) l-Ion. F. E Amu ... Member 
8) l-Ion. A. Chigbo ... Member 

e) House ( 'onnnillee on Lund1·. 
Housing. Works unci TrunsJH!rl 

I) l-Ion. G. 0. Chukwuegbo 
Chairman 

2) l-Ion. E. Odo ... Member 
3) l-Ion. M. Onyeze .. . Member 
4) Hon. D. 0. Atigwe ... Member 
5) Hon. E. Maduabu 
6) l-Ion. F. E. Amu ... Membei· 
7) l-Ion. D. A. A nih ... Member 

0 !lrmse C 'mnmillee on Puh/ic 

:lccuunts unci Anti C 'orrujJ/ irm 

I) l·lon . .1. N . Anichukwu ... Chairman 
2) l-Ion . E. Maduabu ... Member 
3) l-Ion. 0. C. Nnamani ... Member 
4) l-Ion. F. Onah ... Member 
5) l-Ion. D. I. Agbo ... Member 
6) lion. M. Njeze ... Member 

g) /louse ( 'onnnil/ee on ( 'hiefiuim:\·. 
( 'ulture unci Tourism 

I) l-Ion. F. E. Amu ... Chairman 
2) l-Ion . .1. N. Anichukwu ... Member 
3) l-Ion. A. Chigbo ... Member 
4) l-Ion. 0. C. Nnamani ... Member 
5) I· ion . .1. Obidinma ... Member 
6) !·Inn. D. A. A nih ... Member 

h) House ( 'mnmillee on 
Petroleum Resources ond 
£i 1' ·iu JIII/I en/ ul j\1/u nuge 111 en/ 

I) l-Ion . .1. Obidinma ... Chairman 
2) l-Ion. CJ . 0. Chukwuegbo ... Member 
3) lion. F. Onah ... Member 
4) lion. (Mrs) C. Ene ... Member 
5) lion. (Barr) E. Odo ... Member 
6) l-Ion. C. 0. Enebe ... Member 
7) l-Ion. D. I. Agbo . .. Member 
8) l-Inn. A. C. Nnadi ... Member 
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J-/ousL' ( 'rmnnillee on J-/eulth 
l-Ion. Fabian Onah- Chairman 
l-Ion. M. Njeze- Member 
l-Ion. 1-:. Maduabu- Member 
l-Ion. C. Ugwu- Member 
l-Ion. 0. C. Nnamani - Member 
l-Ion. Nzc Onyeze- Member 

. ,, 
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House Committee on Education. Science 
and Technology 
l-Ion. N. Onyeze- Chairman 
l-Ion. E. Odo- Member 
l-Ion . P. Anikwe- Member 
l-Ion. D. Atigwe- Member 
l-Ion. Ofor Chukwuegbo- Member 
Hon. C. Ugwu- Member 
Hon. C. Enebe- Member 
l-Ion. C. Ene (Mrs)- Member 
l-Ion. M . Njeze- Member 

House Committee on Finunce 
and Appropriation 
Hon . .1. U. Onoh- Chairman 
Hon. P. Anikwe- Member 
Hon . .1. Anichukwu- Member 
Ho1i . N. Onyeze- Member 
l-Ion. C. Enebe- Member 

House Committee on Puhlic Utili ties 
l-Ion. 0. C. Nnamani- Chairman 
Hon. A. Chigbo- Member 
Hon . .1. U. Onoh- Member 
Hon. A. C. Nnadi- Member 
l-Ion. N: Onyeze- Member 

House Services Committee 
l-Ion. D. Ani-- Chairman 
Hon. P. Anikwe- f'dembcr 
l-Ion. A C. Chigbo- Member 
Hon. J. Anichukwu- Member 
l-Ion. C. Ene (Mrs)- Member 
Hon . .J. Obidinma- Member 

House Committee on Women Af/"oirs and 
Special Duties 
Hon. E. Enebe- Chairman 
Hon. D. Agbo- Member 
l-Ion. A . C. Nnadi- Member 
l-Ion. D. Ani- Member 
l-Ion. F. Amu- Member 

y 

House C 'onnnittee on Commerce 
und !ndustrv 
l-Ion. E. Maduabu- Chairman 
Hon. D. At igwe- Member 
l-Ion . .1. U. Onoh- Member 
l-Ion. 0. C. Nnamani- Member 
l-Ion . .1. Obidinma- Member 
lion. C. Ugwu- Member 

Rule.1 unci Business Committee 
Hon. I) Anikwe- Chairman 
Hon. D. t\tigwe- Member 
Hon. E. Oclo- ivlember 
Hon. M. NjezL: - Member 
l-Ion . N. Onyeze- Member 

House C. 'nnnnittee on .Judiciwy. Public 
f' etitirms. Ethics and Privileges 
Hon. F. Oclo- Chairman 
Hon. C. Encbe- Member 
l-Ion . .1. Ohidinma- Member 
l-Ion. F. /\mu- Member 
l-Ion. D. /\ni - Member 

House ( 'onunitfee on !nfhrmatinn 
l-Ion. M. Njczc- Chairman 
l-Ion . .1. Anichukwu- Member 
l-Ion. F. Onah- Member 
l-Ion . .1. U. 011oh- Member 

M r Speaker: On the whole, we have 
eighkcn Committees. I hope that as soon 
as we get the replacements of those 
Members leaving, us. we review these 
Committees. 

Please let me repeat myself. I will not 
allo\\ what happened before to happen 
again. I do not need to be told. I clo not 
need to be cunsulted. Immediately I 
discover a Committee Chairman is doing 
his Committee \\Ork alone, a one-man riot 
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squad, I will dissolve it. That is why they 
have five, six members. If they are six 
and four members are in attendance, they 
can go ahead with their deliberations. 

I do not know why a person can wake 
up in the morning, starts building up a 
problem and carry it to the Committee. If 
I get at such a Member, I will dissolve the 
Committee, because I will not allow such 
a Committee to exceed more than a day. 

These Committees we are 
reconstituting today, we believe that all of 
us are men of integrity, men of honour 
and men of excellence. We should try, as 
much as possible, to be transparent in 
dealing with the public, because I did also 
say that wherever Members are, they are 
representing this House of Assembly. 

If a Chairman of a Committee knows 
that he cannot lead his own Committee, it 
is not only that I wi II dissolve the 
Committee, but the Chairman can come 
to me privately and I will dissolve it. 

After constituting the House 
Committees at the beginning of this 
Assembly, some Chairmen never called a 
meeting of the Members for one day to 
inaugurate their Committees. Now that 1 
have reconstituted these Committees, if a 
Committee is being inaugurated I must be 
there live to know those who are 
inaugurating the Committee. After the 
inauguration, if such a Committee is not 
relating with the Ministry or whoever it is 
supposed to relate with, I will dissolve the 
Committee without notice. 

.Y 

If a Committee Chairman has a 
problem of how to handle his own 
Committee, he can come back to the 
House fo r guidance, but what I do not 
want to s~e is people not actually doing 
their work. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Deputy Leader (Mr Anikvve): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I hereby move that this 
honourable House do now adjourn until 
Tuesday 23rd March, 2004 at 10 a.m. 

Mr E. C. Maduabu (Awgu South): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I second that Motion as 
moved by the Deputy Leader, and wish to 
draw attention to the issue of upper 
Saturday's election. I think the election 
campaign will statt off . . . 

Mr Speaker: Order! The hon. 
Member for Awgu South (Mr Maduabu) 
should recall we discussed that issue just 
before we came into the Chambers. We 
are aware of what is coming up, he may 
just second that Motion for adjournment. 

Mr Maduabu: Noted, Mr Speaker. I, 
therefore, second that Motion for 
adjot."1rnment as moved by the Deputy 
Leader oftl.e House. 
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Question put and agreed to. 

Resolved: That the House do now 
adjourn until Tuesday 23rd March, 2004, 
at 10 a.m. 


