Nav. 24, 1925 Clowuncil Debates. 3

Oaris.

The Ionourable the Acting Chief Secretary to the Government,
the Ionourable the, Acting Attmncy General, the Honourable the
Acting Director of Medical and Sanitary helvuc the Honourable
the Treasurer. the ITonourable the Acting boclehrv for Nalive
Affuirs, the Tonourable tlie Acling bcuctuy Norvthern Provinces,
the Ionouwrable the Resident, Abeokuta Province, the Ionourable
the Acting Secretary Southern DProvinees, the Honourable the
Acting ])opuh Chief -Secretary, the ITonomable the Director of
Agrie wlture. the dTonourable Tieut.-Colonel T . Rowe, D.S.0.,
N Commissioner of Fands, the Monourable My, Gr. B, Hebden,
seting Postinaster-teneral,  the  Tlonourable  the  Mewmber for
“'alabar, the Tonourable the Third Lagos Menber, the Tlonourable
he Member for Shipping (Provisional), took the cath us Members
A the Counedl. .

MiNures.

"The Minuges of the Meetine of the 281d of Tebruary, 1928,
having been printed and clveulated. tu ITonourable \Iunbvls were
.11\«-11 as nnul and confirmed.

His Excellency: T am sure that you will all desire that some
notice should he taken of the fact thai. we 110 to-day without our
President. Asg vou are all aware. on the 2Hth September, the
Governor was taken seriously-ill, hut we wre ‘111 \'(‘TY glad to Tnow
that he is making very fair progress. I am quite sure that le
regrets he is notduere to-day to preside over our diseussions, bhut I

feel sure his thoughts will 1)1\"\\'iﬁh us.  Nor can we of course
foreet to ine huh in our syvmpathy,‘T.ady Thomson, who inust have
had and still 15 having an extremcly anvious time. -

The Honourable Member for the Colony Division has intimated
to nte that he 1s desirous of moving the suspension of anding
Grders in m'dm' that he goav move a motion on this poin |

The Hon. the Member fOC(h(, Colony Division (Sir Kitoyi Ajaca,
K. onm): \n I hewe toave (o move {he suspension of Rtanding
Orders in order o propose the following motion :

© Be it resolved : That this Council desires {o express to the
© Grovernor and Tady Thomson [ls deep sympathy in

“respect of  His  Joxcellency’s  severe llness, and

“earnestly (rusts that ho will shortly he restored to

“complete health and strength.”’ :

The Hon. the Commercial Member for Catabar (Mr. G. Graham
Paul): T beg {o second the motion. "
9

His Exccllency: The question is that Standing Ordevs be
suspended to allow the Honourable Member to move {he motion
forthwith. Will those in favour say ™ Ave .” :

standing Orders snspended. ‘

The Hon. the Meimber for the Colony Division (Sir Kitoyi Ajasa,
Kt. 0.B.E.): Your Iixcellency, and IHonourable Members of
Council. On the morning of the 26th of September last, the
rumour spread throughout Lanos that His I8xcellency the Governor
ha heen taken suuousls 31, but the seriousness of thil illness was
not generally known until t}m hulletin was issued by his medical
mlvlwn, and T need he ndlv say that consternation seized the minds
of us alt, and Luier on in the day when the gravity of the illness
became Twown profound sorrow fell on all.

antw‘t prayers were addressed {o A\Imwhty God that 1le
would he praciously pleased {o restore the Governor {o complete
health and strength, and also to ufford Lady Thomsoun strength in

her severe hour of trinl. T am glad to sey, Sir, that thosé prayers.

have heen heard, and we know to-day that although the Governor
is nof complitely recover ‘m! vet he s mueh better,

I sincerely wish and pray Hmt at no distant date he will he
“eompletely restored to health and strength so that he may continue
those serviees to the lompire which he has so worthilv hegun.
I beg, Sir, to move that Hns Cowneil declares it wish [o express

fo the Governor and Lady Thomson s deep syinpalliy in respeet -

of MHis Excelleney’s severe l”ll(‘%\, awd  earnestly Grusts that he
will shorily he vestored fo complete health and strenpth.
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4 Nigerie  Legislalivre [Nov. 21, LR,

The  “on. _the Acting Chief Seccretary to the Gmermmnt
I am oo, Sir, that all oflictal members of the C()ll!l(ll indeed

every - vernment oficer throwghout Niweria, will wish o associuie
himsel  w1th this resolation. | welcome then, Siv, as their spokes-
man, o opportunily {0 endorse most heartily all that has heen
gaid I ihe Honowra' % Aember, and T have much: pleasure in

second o Che Resolution,

Phe aotion was corvied unanimonsly,
His  ‘xcellency: T will see that the mdation is couveyed to the
Gover . . .
. v H
Parrrs atp.
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Sessional Paper No. 12 of 1928, Annual Report ou the
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Sessional Paper No. 14 of 1428, Annual Report on the
Prisons Depariment, Northern Provinees, for the year
1927,

Seasional Paper Na. 15 of 1928, Annual Reportson the
Mavine Deparément for the year 1927, _
Sesdonal Paper No.o 16 of 1928, Secrefary of State's
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Sesstonal Paper Noo 19 o 1928, Annual Report on the
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year 1927.

Sesstonal l’.xpm No. 20 of 1928, Annual Reporvi on ihe
Forest Administration.of Nigeria for the year 1927
Sessional Pape ¢V, 21 of 1928, Annual chm‘t on the

Public Works .T)npnrhm\nt for the year, 1927.

Sessional Paper No. 23 of 1028, Report of a Cammittee
to enguire into the organisalion of the Colonial
Agricultural Services. o '

Sessional Paper No. 24 of 1923, Nigerian Railway and Udi
Coal Mines Annual Report for the year ending 3lst
Mareh s 1928

Sessional Paper No. 25 of 1928, Annual Report on the
Survey Depurtment for the year 1927.

Sesstonal Paper No. 26 of 1928, Annual Report on the
Bdueation Pepartment, Northern P’rovinces, for the
vear 1927, .

Sessional Paper Nao. 27 of 1928, \ll]lllll Report on the

‘ Southern Provinces of Nigeria for the vear 1927.

Sessional Paper No. 28 of 1928, Annual Report on the
Posts anid Telegraphs ])opmfment, awd Post Ofiice
Savings Bank for the year 1927,
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Sesstonal Paper No. 20 of 1028, Treasurer’s Report for the
vear 1907-28.
Sessional Paper No. 31 of 1928, Annual Report of the
Veterinary Department, Noythern Provinces, for the
vear 1927,
Sessional Paper No. 82 of 1028, Secretary of State's
Despatch regarding training of officers for Colonial
Services,
Sessional Paper No. 33 of 1928, Annuai 4 port on the
Colowy for the year 1927, ’
' Sapplementary Estimates 1927-28. (Third and final list).
Supplementary Estimates, 102820 (1st and 2nd quarters).
Report of the Select Commiltee on the Tagos Town

Plavning Bill, 1928,

CQursTIoNS.

- £)

The Hon. the Commercial Member for Calabar (Mr. G. Graham
D . .

aul) - —

1. To ask the Honourable the Acting Chiel Secrelary-—

(0 When i is expected that the Two River Bridge will be

completed.

(i) When 1s it expected that the Port TTarepurt-Aba direct-

road over that bridge will be opened to traffic?

iy Wrhat 13 the explanation of the delay in completing the
hridge ’
go,

The Hon. the Director of Public Works :—

Owing to difficulties which have arisen—0fd may vel arise—it
v not” passible (o give o cerlain date oy complelion. 11 s hoped
the bridge will he available before the next wet season,

cun The divect Port Haveonet-Aha voad should he open (o
trafiic within two months of the completion of the hridge.
E

it The delay i construciion has Dheen caused hy enginewring
difficnltios attendant on ander-wafer work and to dvailable plant
having had vo he adapted to suit requirements.  Tn addition the
Ingineer-in-claree was Invalided alter Seing in il health for
sone e, .

Sultable arrangemdnts by way of plunt Lave now . been made
and with the services of an Engineer of experience 1t is hopes! that
work will proceed withoul undue delay.

The Hon. the Commercial Member for Calabar (Mr. G. Grahan
Paul) :— . :

20 To ask the Jlononrable the Acting Chief Seeretavy when
it is expecied that the repairs to the Ivy DPier, and the erection
of the new Jeity at Calabar will Le sturied; when will 4these work
be tivished, and what Is the explanation ol the delay in starting

these works?

“The Hon. the Director of Public Works :—

Tt ix anticipated that work on the vepairs to the Tvy Pler an
erection of the new Jetly at Calabar will be hegun in Decembie.
aned completion can he expected 1o from five (o six months aftes
commencement. : '

)

Delay has heen oceasioned ly—

i

the Tve Pier went forward in Pebruary, 1927, and these have all
been “delivergd. The andenit for waterials for the new  Jelly

Swent forward o August, 1907, and dhay haver only recently heen

delivered, R . .
(0y .\ desive to cconomise 1u supervision and laboor by carrving
v the fwo works o wpieh arve sitnafed closely together, conenrrently,

r
N

y ' .

Tivery of stechwvork,  The Indent for amuierials for
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6 - Nigeria  Legislative [Nov. 24, 1128,

The Hon. thc, Commercial Member for Calabar (My. G Graham

Paul)

3. To ask the ITonourable the Acting Chief Seevetary whether
thae 1’\11)1i(" Works Department is {o fake over the mainfenance of
the road bhetween Ore? and Aba 2ig the new Uvavon Bridge, and
i so, when?; and if not, why not?

The Hon.

This guestion is wnder consideration. The U\'n Oron road wvia
Usvaron is paratlel 1o the Uvo Tkolobo—Oron route.  The latter is
alrendy bridged and maintained by the Public Works Department.

the Director of Public Works :—

PATBe Hon. the Commercial Membey for Calabar (Mr. G. Graham
aul) :—

4. Po ask the Tlonouwrable the Acting Chief Seeretary whether
Ahe Tntest figures available to (e Government show o likelihood
of the Estimated Revenwe Tor 1928-1929 being realised or not?
And if not, what steps if any have heen taken by the (tovernment
towards curtailing expenditure for the year?

The Hon. the Kcting Chief Secretary to the Government :—

The reply 1o the first part of the question is in the afirmative,
the second pavt does not therefore artse.

b Tl];e Hon. the Commerci:ll Member for Calabar (Mr. G. Graham :
aul) :—

~

5. To ask the Honourable the Acting Chie{ Seerctary—
(1) How muel it is estimated will be colleefed  during the
curren Bihumeral year in direct taxation from cach of
thie tollowing Provinces: Calabar, Owerri, Onitsha and
Oguoja? °
(11) What proporlions of such amounts will be allorated to
cach of these provinces; aind what amount 1t is estimated
wiil he actually ('\pondml m cach province duving the
current  financial ‘year, out of the local allocaiions of
direct taxation? : )
a1y Whether it 3x anticipated that the expenditure hitherto
el from general revenue i rogpocl of those provinees
will be mmtevially veduced by viviue of the expenditure
of the allocated portioun by the ](.\):-)1 administrations?
¢
) T

His Honour the Licutenant-Governor, Southern Provinces :—

It is proposed fo include figures for Warri Province where
taxation was also introduced in 192

1) The revised estimates of the proceeds of direct taxation ave
B
as ]'ol]m\\ fpa— .

. ot
Calabar ce 84,0TT.
Owoja L 41,8206,
Onitsha 66,613,
(hwerri e .o 101,785,
. Warri 33,769.

Total ... £328,659.
(i In aceordanee with the provisions of seetion. 15 of ihe Native
" Revenue Ovdinonece, Chapier 74, and with the order of e
tliovernor under that section. one-hall of the tofal awount of fax
Ceollected i cach of these Provinees is payable to the R omlont for
the general revenue of Nigeria; the remainder is paid in to ile
Native Troasuries.  Tf is estimated ihat ou of the foial vevenue
aeeruing to the Native Treasuries, including the half of {he tax,

the following sums will - he spent during “the corrent financial
Vet —
) 7 o T £
‘ [ the Calabar Provinee ... s 44156,
. Inthe Ogoja Provinee - 22,735
In the Onitsha Provinee ... 37,3‘3?.
In ﬂm Owerrt Provinee S 60,204

Tu the Warri Provinee 35,336,

Total ... £004,758.
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(111) It 1s necessary to enter into a certain amount of detail
reply to this part of the question,

The Lmt to General Revenue of mtu)du(mn taxation has been
as follows :-

N
Lioss of fines and fees from Native Courts ... 118,814,
. Special police including all charges con-
nected therewith ... ..o 18,327
: Total ... .. £137,141.

These figures wre taken from the lust completed returns which
are those tor the financial year 1927-28.

CAegainst this General Revenue will benefit as folloos : —
¢

By receint of half of taxation revenue ... 164320
Re saving on vosts of Native Courts (G7.500
Tatal ... £O31.8068.

The net benefit to General Revenue is thus £94.727

.

Tn adqdition to this is o sum which it is nol possible to state wth
precision. JTn 1928-29 {hese Notive Treasuvies will spend on wmaizr-
terance of roads and aidees £35.972 and on new roads, bridges,
wells ind water supplies £7,570.  Some of 1his work could not hawe

Feon wndertaken =t all, had these Native Treasuries not Leen”,

estoblished, but snwcheof 3t ssnecianly maintenenee \\'m]\ wotld
have fallen to he a charee on Ctoneral Wevenue,

Tt mav ha andicipated {hat as theses Novive Administrations
Aovelen, ond afler necessary reserve [ands have heen A((HHlH].Il/V]
Yarger cbhars of gencral development, expenditire will he undz

faken by theny, wnd saved to Goverisienld

The Hon.. the Member for Shipping (Provisional) Mr. I,
Bateman Tlones. in the absence of the Hou the Member for
Shinping (Mr. H. 5. Feggetter) :—

6. To ask the Honourable the Chicl Secretary {o the Govun~
ment : e view of the ro(-(mmwnd.nl1<m> made by the lmperial
Shipping Coimnittee in their report issued this year, whether
the Grovernment of Nigeria intend proceeding with any of the sug-
sestions recommended, more uspv(‘iul!y the construction of «a
dredger for use in connection with the deepening of Bonny Bar, as
whilst the present financial stringency is appreciated, it s hould be
torne in nand that the mecessary plans will take some time 1o
prepare and no actnal momey wili be requived for the (llLd”Cl for at
feast a couple of years.

The Hon. the Acting Chief Secretary to the Gavernment :—

(1) The Report of the Imperinl Shipping Committee has only
just been received, and there has havdly been time to study its
recommendations and decide upon the policy to he pursued.

(1) As regards Bouny Bar, sone experimental drvedging was
carried out Last January with the small grab drvedger Maole to tey
and ger some indieation of the nature of the material [orming the
bar to see if 1t presented homes of Dbeing dredgeable,  On the
strength of the information obininel the Divector of Marine and
the Conzulting Iingineers have heen in correspondence with the
principil 411udrw1 luuldm% at home It is generally agreed that
the bar can be dredged ‘though it 3s donbtful whether the results
will iave any permaneney and whether it will he practicable to
keep il dreedyed without cexpensive fraining banks.  Tdeas have
Leen exchaneed as to {he maost suitable tyvpe of vessel (o huild for
i}w purpose but beyond that nathing further has been done up to
the moment. '

The Hon. the Second lLagos Memb - (Mr. E. O. Moore) :—

7. To ask whether In view of {he increasing deaths from
plague—ihe figures fog 1923, up to the week ending October 20th,
being 369 as aguninst 264 for the whole of 1926, the fival vear of
“the plavue- -m\mmm'lp will not, after the heavy expendifure

mewrred on o the de-r 1lhn“ scheme, consider the advisabhility of-

m-in!rmluvin;; o uln(n)n.n:“ nosupplemoentnry moeguengrer b
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