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in May, 1948, and the early cessation of the rains last year
accounted for the drop in production by Kano and
Provinces but it was offset by the considerable incre:
Sokoto and Katsina. The planting of beniseed in

Province continued to expand as a result of the 1947 pri
the 15,642 tons purchased in 1948 showed a 100 per cent i
on the previous year.

The early announcement of the increased price to be paid
1948-49 cotton crop led to an estimated increase of 15 per
the acreage planted in the main cotton belt, and a total
46,000 bales, each weighing 400 lbs, was purchased for
This is the highest figure attained for the past eight yeo
previous year’s total having b~~~ 18,442 bales.

The secondment of a Cotton Breeder and an Entomologi
the Empire Cotton Growing Corporation has been most welcc
has relieved the very lieavy pressure on the department’s sy
staff. These officers will work in close co-operation with the
Development Team under the aegis of the Cotton Marketing
The records and advice of the department will, of course, b
disposal of this Team whose aim is to double the produc
cotton in this Region.

The excellent performance of the Botanist’s Selectio
reported in my last address, has been maintained, and the
multiplication has been stepped up by the use of artificial 1
in the early stages. The possibilities of using artificals at al
of multiplication and in general application to the crop i
considered by the Team,

In the Northern Dbelt the rainfall in the past year wa
average and uneven in distribution. In general the sea
been unfavourable in these northernm areas, particularly
planted crops, and yields of all crops have been below avera
the middle belt, however, rainfall was somewhat above aver
crops were satisfactory. Beniseed yields have been below
but an increased acreage is expected to offset reduction in :
vield. There was a keen demand for soya bean for plar
Benue Province where it 1s est” “ated that 1,000 tons will b
for sale, '

Experimental work in conn fion with mechanical farm
been continued throughout the ,ear. There were some dis
ing delays in the delivery of equipment which prevented the
unit farms from coming into full operation. These . w
designed to enable an economic system to be evolved of me:
farming suited to the particular area. The engineering
of the department has been further expanded to meet the in
demands made upon it. This branch is vital to the succes
mechanised project not only. for the maintenance and v
machines, but also for the testing of new types of machinery
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artificials in the groundnut arveas at
apnum, and 1t 1s expected that the tote
of a million pounds. The object of thi
farmers in the shortest- possible tin

fertilisers; the method will be

demonstration on the farms themsel
convinced of the value of artificials :
be prepared to purchase them, and o
be organised. The use of artificials

e rate of 1,000 tons p
ost will be about a quart
mpaigu 1s to convince i
of the value of artific
propagenda and visy
5. Onee the farmers
is expected that they
mercial supplies will ..
1 the cotton crop is al

being examined, and as their apy’ -~* = +~ fand crons is high
(=] ) B

economic a request has been made
possible similar work on crops otl

The increase in price of Grade
the acreage 1n Zoria to vise to 7
acres, DPurchases by the Britis
were almost double those of the §
sent a representative to examine -

The rice mills at Badeggi anc
twelve months previous to Ist G
the corresponding period in 194
bacon pigs were railed to Lago
1,121, 3,315 of the pigs came
and the rest {from private breede

The brown sugar industry h
production estimated at 4,700
than the previous year. Supp
coming forward in reasonable ntv
of this flourishing industry mna)

The production of potatoes st
period from fluctuations of d
competition but it is now settli
and the Plateau rose from 529
prices rauged from £14 to £56
export dropped however and t
a half tons from the 1848 crop
1947 crop.

The Daudawa settlenients cor
great deal of interest. A start
in the Plateau Province and at
plans for a settlement in Tiv
are receiving consideration.

Investigations in connection v
reached the stage where major
and economics, Consultation -
Kingdom, particularly the Uni

been going on for some time ¢
now being constructed for these
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Northern stations. Work on the trade routes ha
pending recommendations of the Meat Missions
Nigeria early in the year, but once the priority of
® settled plans will be put into immediate actic

ing routes by fencing through farmland, supply.uy
fodder where none or little is now available, by "~

routes and by clearing river-crossings. Although
the Estimates no cattle ferries have been con
experiments proved the scheme to be im
uneconomic; ferries to take only ten cattle at a

to be so, large that machinery would be requirec
across the rivers.

Livestock improvement centres are in process o
Katsina, Biu and Birnin Kebbi, with the purpose «
potentialities of livestock and of demonstrating ir
~f husbandry. To provide couditions suitable for 1

sveral more dams were constructed on the lines
.~damawa in 1947, Hay and silage making was
mall scale in various places in order to demonst
providing dry season feed: in a normal wet seas
possible to cut two crops of hay provided that it is
seeds fall. The way in which grassland can be i
shown at the Kano Veterinary Centre where thirty a

an held up
ich visited
es has been
>r Improv-
water and
htening the
ided for in
ed because
cable . and
would have
ropel them

truction at
mining the
>d methods
. settlement
at built in
taken on a
methods of
should be
. before the
d has been
f grassland

have been subjected for the last three years to colw.u..od grazing,

manuring and the removal of weed
watering, the result being a great
quality, quantity, and in endurance t

Technical education continued at’
by Ibadan College’s acceptance of str
qualifications and by the opening of
Zaria to give instruction #in the ver
Assistants whose educational qualific
to be accepted by Vom School. On
Ibadan and one has gone to Liverpo
course which will qualify him to becc

West African Institute for Try

This, the first research institute
established in West Africa dealing wi
has chosen Norvthern Nigeria for
experimental stations. Although, sc
affair, it is the concern of all four Wes
which we confidently expect will hawv
the well-being of the people of this
husbandry that I should like to ‘give
of the Institute’s aims and work.

One of the outstanding features of
hoc organisation charged with resea:
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trypanosomiasis, a task not pre
in 1947 and is administered by
consists of the Director and rep
meeting under the chairmanshi
African Council. Steps are bx
corporate under a Nigerian O1

1948 was spent largely by
drawing up plans for the necess
to recruit expafriate stafl for th
degree of academic and practic
research, but 1t jis the aim of t
so that they may eventually ma

In 1949 the building of lab
made good progress. It has 1
buildings between Kaduna and
of the work be done in a I
trypanosomiasis is endemic, con
small research station at Katabu
that part be done in an area wh
the disease can be excluded wil
being found at Vom.

The objects for whiclh the ins
the group of parasites carryin
biology of the tsetse flies whic
graphical distribution of the dis
its spread, in shor¢ to find out ¢
factors involved in the occurrenc
domestic animals in order to pro
the highest possible degree of «
mportance of the institute lies
greetly veducing, velerinary tryy

A start has been made 1n collat
work on this subject, from wh:
Northern Nigeria sleeping sickne
vears from two main foei of enc
Niger-Benue confluence, the othe
Chad basin. It has been possible
from these two foci in which t
disease show distinet differenc
explanation of the puzzling disc
the disease in this Regiou. I
northwards from the Niger and
and overlapped in the vicinity of

Finally an example of the
undertaken is provided by an exp
Katabu. Ior several years pas
between the Sleeping Sickness
Agricultural Departments on t
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The regulations governing housing conditions, ¢  ation and

workers’ welfare in camps, and the Orders-in-t il fixing
minimuni wages and conditions of service in the n  ifield area,
have now been in operation for over a year. Inspect have been
conducted at the establishments of Govermnent con tors to see
that the Tair Wages clause is in operation.

During the year 145 accidents, two of ther atal, were
Investigated and £287 was paid out under tI  WVorkmen’s
Compensation Ordinance. The department also .....t with a
considerable number of complaints from workers about wages,
wrongful dismissals and employment conditions ~-~-"'ly, and
recovered over £3G0) on behalf of complainants.

There has been considerable Trade Union expansi activity
but unfortunately it has not always been wisely di there is
a tendency to resort to precipitate and ill-consider :e-action
rather than to the established methods of negotiatic concilia-
ion, and this has led to some very vegrettable ineid ring the
past year. ‘

A Regional Wage Committee has now been cres ich will
have under review cost of living statisties cor ™' ' in the
Provinces. It will be in a position to advise me ng such
factual changes affecting wages which might merit ments in

the wage rates of the Region.

Commerce and Industries

Apart from the staff of the industmial schemes f._ which it is

responsible, the only representative of the de; ' ' in the
Northern Region during the last year has be Assistant
Commereial Officer who in June took over the in Kano
formerly occupied by the Deputy Controller of : ransport.
A start has now been made with the establishy a Trade
Advisory Service which has already proved If the
economic development of the North is to be purs b proper
vigour it is essential that the campaign be plannec rried out
locally and with this end in view the departmeni rengthen
its regional organisation,

Since January Textile Training Centres have b sleted at
Ilorin, Minjibir (IKano) and:Sokoto, and work has 1 th a full
complement of trainees at the first two. At Sc™ s are not
yel coming forward in number but it is expecte L monstra-
tions now being lield in various areas of the Provi have the
effect of bringing the work of the Centre to tI weavers.
It is proposed to set up a fourth centre early i1 J 1e Benue
Province.

At the beginuing of the year the Kano Citize=~ M=~-ing Company
decided to establish a sveaving, bleaching and ant at Kano
and received from the Regional Der lopment oard a loan
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in Tlorin Province this dry season.

491 wells were sunk with an aggre;
largest number sunk in any previo
first five months of this finanecial ¥
and at least 540 wells may be exp
new equipnient is at last beginnin,
it will be possible to do even bet
progress this year has been made :
before the war only twenty-four
received. The staff position is af

1 the last financial y
pth of 38,000 feet;
" was 241. During
? wells have been s
or the whole year.

rive it is expected 1
n this. The incre:
> of the fact that s
headframes have }
nt fairly adequate

when the new equipment arrives meo.. ._.pectors will be requi

The present number is about ha’

Estimates,

The drilling programm=z in Ba
completed and two rigs are at work
Province. During the year 1948-4¢
completed and 3,814 feet were dri
abandoned as no water was encoun
of this financial year 1,545 feet wer
holes were completed and work on

* it provided for in

Province is now al
 Gumel Emirate in E
successful boreholes -
Six borelholes had

In the first five mo
ed, seven successful 1
her five was started.

casing position is still very serious and;}every effort is being 1
to get more: if none arrives = #hin the'next three months dri

will come practically to a s

It is expected that Minna
very soon. At Sokoto the i
laying is in progress. Invest
Supply have been completed
a firm of contractors who !
Maiduguri scheme has been
will be started shortly. Iix
carried out at Jos and Kadu
completed for schemes at Lo

On the mechanical side -
owing to lack of transport.
finally overcome the situatio
should see the Public Worl
is hoped to standardise on
Region. :

During the year road plan
etc., to the value of £76
Provinces and a considerab
mechanical equipment is o
regional and provincial m
progressing slowly owing t
lack of supervisory staffl an
a few minor extensions the
and have been in operation
workshops are almost compl

ply will be fimi
sen sunk and ;
for the Ilorin 1

» construction let '
. this month. Tuc
¢ on the intake we™
ovements are being
ions have now be
Jeurdi.

seriously curtaiieu
iculty has not been
ywving and next yeal
up to strength. T
ford lorries in """

vorkshop equipnm
d to the Nort
nt including h
yrogramme  for
odworking shog
nilding prograr
terials, Excepl 1u
)8 are now complet
The Jos provincia
se at Makurdi. Re
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initial difficulties over water supply - sttlers have showy
enthusiasin  and  there s o big nd  for expansio
new settlements in this 600 squave mi. wen,

Excellent progress has also been made in Jema’a Divisi
Sabon Zawan ‘where Birom from the High Plateau are
established and are evincing a great spirit of co-operation
self help. It is hoped that this area may provide in time for
5,000 settlers from the over-crowded and eroded farmlands of
former home.  Every assistance is being given to this proje
the Agricultural and Medical Departments. Both
settlenment schemes in areas of hitherto wnfarmed bush will g
increase the agricultural production of bo*™ export and food &

This year has seen another important ec  »mic development,
discovery of coal in Gombe which, thougl wther investigatio
necessary, 1s regarded as approximating 1 juality to the Eu
ignite.  Another probable source of pow  is the hydro-elec
cheme at Shiroro on the Kaduna River no  mder investigation

The close of this year is to see the begir  1g of the revision
{lie Ten-Yeur Plan—first its recosting—the riginal estimates ¢
quite inadequate due to the rise in prices vr lmported materi
and to higher wages—second to adjust and if possible to shift ¢
emphasis towards schemes likely to impro— the economy of tl
country. and pay for those social services o ealth and educatic
whicli we so earnestly desire,

Parallel with the Colonial Development and Welfare Funds ar
the funds of the Northern Regional Production Developmen
Board with its aim of agrienltural expansion and the Northerm
Regional Development (Loans) Board with its aid for commercia
euterprise and local industries.

These Boards held their first meetings in July. The
Loans Board approved expenditure of £63,400 on the Dairy and
Clarified Butter Fat Schemes, a palm o1l mill to be erected at
Ayangba in Kabba Province, and six grour*~ut oil expressing
mills, These o1l mills will be erected and upervised. by the
Department of Commerce and Industries u«l, when frmly
established, will be sold to local African enter, se. All products
of the mills, both oil and cattle cake, will be s’ 7 in the Northern
Provinees. In addition the Board granted a 1w of £35,100 to
the Kano Citizens Trading Company Linmted ¢ the ervection of
a weaving wmill in Kano. The formation this  company
represents the Dbirth of economic co-operation u the Northern
Provinces and brings into being the type of en prise which the
Board is most anxious to encourage and finance.

The Production Board approved the alle tion of - funds
amounting to £291,000 on  development sc  nes of major
importance. These included =a scheme for he widespread
distribution of fertilisers on which over a guarter of a million
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