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· JOINT SITTING OF THE MID-WESTERN HOUSES OF CHIEFS ANQ ASSEMBLY 

BENIN CITY 

His Excellency the Governor-Chief S. J. Mariei·e . 
• 

REGIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

The Premier-The Honourable Chief D. C. Osadebay, M.H.A. ;·~ 
The Minister of Local Government and Chieftaincy . Affairs-The Hon_ourable Chief 

H. Omo-Osagie, M.H.A. • . ' · 
The Minister of Justice'

1

and Attorney-General-The Honour~ble vV. G. Egbe, M.H.A. 
The Minister of Works and Transport-The Honourable Dr ):(to. G. Okojie, M.H.A. 
The Minister of Education-The Honourable F. H . Utomi, ' JVL~{ . A. 
The Minister of Information- The Honourable Rev. I. Edeki, M.H.A. 
The Minister of Health-The Honourable J. Lgbrude, M,~·I,A. ' . 

The Minister of Trade and Industry-The Honourable J. A. Ororho., M.H.A. '".· 
The Minist(}r of Agri<;ulture ar,d Natural .Resources-The Honourable V. I. Ain~dasun, 

M,H.A, 

The Minister of Finance-'rhe Honourable Chief · 0. I. Dafe, M.H.A. 

'fhe Mini ter of Establishments-The Honourable J. Umolu, M.H.A.· 
T he Ministcl' of Internal Af}'airs-Thc Hohout'ab lc Shaka ·Mo'modu, M.Il.A, 

The Mini!ltcr of Lnnds and Housihg-The Honourable E. S. Ukongrt, M.H.A. ,, · : · 
·The Mil1ister of Economic Development- The Hono ui·nble Chief 0. Oweh, M.H.,A. 

The MiniHtcr· of Lubour unci Sucinl Welfnr·e 'l'lw Honournule E. 0 . ImnflclcH1, M:u.A: 
Th~ Mi niHtcr•o f State (Agriculturu) - 'l'lw HonOlll'nhlc F~ 0. ~)!itt hor, M.ll,A, '" : ' ,, . 

The MiniHtcr of State (Finnnce~~Thc Honournhlo G. I. OvintHI1 M. ll .A. · ·, · 
'l'hu Minlt~to t · of Htutl:l (wltlloull ortfol lu )~'l'h<Jllonourull l u L. H,.J# Fufoyin, M.u.i.. ... · 
'rhe Mlnt11 tot' o i ~·H tut tl (without l'ol'lfullo)- llln llluhnonli '1'l1o llo \)·'Jt'uble S. U. Itnrl8egbe 

II , the Onogic of Ewohimi, M.II.c. ' I • • • , ' . • ~ .. :· 

T he Minister of Statt: (without Portfolio) - His Highness T he Honourable 'Obika · . . 
Gbenoba II, the Obi of Agbor, M.H.C . 

• 
PARLIAMENTARY SECRETA.RIES . 

Premier's Office (r) T he Honourab le Chief G. E. OclinsG>, M'i i.O. 
(2) (Vucunt) · · · · 
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· (C>) The Honournblc A."O. llndmnh., M.tl;A, 
(7) The HOnournlllc . B. U.. Ellum~, M,H,A, ' 
(H) (VIlCilfll) . . 

(•)). 
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(t j ) 'l' llc l·IOIIO\ II 'tlhlu J, R .. Ju11UitUI'il01 M,U,A, 
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Members of the House of Assembly- continued 

30. Jenakumo, Mr J. L. 
· 3 r. Lawanson, Mr F. D. 
32. Maidoh, Mr A. N. 
33· lVIokwenye, lVIr Q. U. C. 
34· _Momodu, M r S. 
35· Nwajt i, Mr C. A .. t 
36. Oboh, Mr. P. A. ~ . 
37· Odudu, Mr Palmer 
38. Ogwu, Mr ·C. . . 
39· Ohiwerci, Mr J. W. A. · 
.f.O. Okoji e, Mr /\.,T. 
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I I MARCH, I964 Io.· 

JOINT MEETING or ~HE MID
WESTERN 'HOUSES OF CHIEFS AND 

ASSEMBLY 

Wednesday, nth March, 19.64 

The Houses· met at :Io.oo a.m. 

.:> RAYERS · 

(The President of 'the House ol Chiefs in 
the ,Chair) 

BUSINESS MOTION 

' Dl!:iSOLU'I;lON OF JO.,NT StTTJN(i 

'l'ho MJnJster of Eoonomio Devolopmetlt 
(Chl(lf 0, Owr,lt)·: lVII' Pt' (!i:ild~1111 1 Hit·, I IH11£ 111 
11\IJV I:! ·L II !'l ill It A I iLd ll}.{ till ~ lillY 1111 14 .ltd lit 
l'=lilll llij . .ul IJUIII I !tiii !W!1 !1ilftiiiJU dlf1!11d\'L1d, . . 

The Minister of Trade and Industry 
(Mr J, A, Qrorhg) ; I h ~g w ~~~gml: 

Question proposed. 
. ' . 

Queslion 'put and agreed to. 

ORDER or THE DAY 

SELECTION OF SENATORS 

r'he Premier (Chief D; G· Osadebay) : Mr 
President, Sir, I rise to. move that Mrs Eunice 
Kerry be appointed a Senator. 

,, 
The Minister of Local Government and 

Chie'ftaincy Affairs (Chief U. Omo-Osagie) : 
I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Chief Omo-Osagie ; 'l beg to. move tha't 
Chief F. Oputa-Otutu be nominated a Senator. 

The Minister of Information (I~cv. I. 
• E1lcki) :I beg to sc<.:o nd. • 

Q /1(.',1' / ion f'mf,o.,·rd. 

<.:hJtjl' H. J')., J;:clultuj,tho (VVUI't'l Hollilt 
\Vur\l) .· l\1 1· !'i · u~ ltl e tll 1 HIJ'1 pol til ol' e.'< piHIIHtlull . 

- We wottld lilll• 111 liiiiiW. '''"'l' "''"''' JIH 'ti " 
MPHI! Illllf.lll Wlilt dli · [.u·llllt "i'I'HIItlnl.!iil ~1•·11!1llll• ! 
Wa ju!l t Jwtll' tml.Y. '' '"'ws, IJul wu du IIUL lutuw 
nnything nbo.ut them. .. 

The Government Chief Whip (lVI r A. 
.<)/>ln) : 'l'htl ho11 . ( irllllt:llll\11 do 'ti 1101 l1now 

. w tnt he it~ tnlking 'Hhout. 

The Minister o Agriculture and Natura·! 
Resources . (Mr v~ I. Amada~un) .: · M r 
President, Sir, I th \nk it is right for anybody to 
ask about what he does not know. ' I. think the 
Opposition is co1-r ct. and, as I am sitting on the 
opposition· side .of th.e House, I would like to 
speak for this side of the House because I know· 
Chief Oputa-Otu tu very well ;md I therefore 
say that we support the nomination , of Chief 
Oputa-:,Otutu. ( Caug!tter). · 

Quesiion jml and agreed to. .. . .. 
The Minister of . Works· and ·,Transport 

(Dr C. G .. Okojit:) : Mr Prcllidet1t, Sir, I beg t · 

proptHw 1lw iip fHl inttli tl l~t· .of Mr F. T. · 
( )j tJ IIIIIIIIIIIII : II~ II I lli\ 111()1', 

'l' ht.! M lilhil lil' or ltHet'iHtl Aft\dH (M I' 
/=1, 1\'ltlllltlllti) I lllr'i~ to !:j~~liiHL • 

Question j>roposr.rl, . 
1 . . . 1, \ ' (. ' 

Mr A. f. Olt ~'e (bhfiiL ~eei1.frlll W@§t)": 
Mr President, Si;· , we would like~ to ... know 
something about tlv, people they are·.I!.ciminating. 
We do not know whether these· ~ Beople are 
living or dead. ':N,. want to know Whether they 
are living or whet:~. r they are dead.;..(!--aughter): 

., ..... 

Chief · Osa(:- jay : Alt[w,ugh·· we .are 
not compelled to give · the . biograpjly·· .of the 
people \vc arc no n-.. nating; I wish .to ·s~y .~h~t we 
arc not nominatin!; dead people ; they are all 
living. Chief Ojc:1onmon is. a native of Or<t. 

1 
, 

He is a retired ·Registrar . of the High Court. 
Quite apart from party politics, he ' is a good 
person to be a Senator.-(Applause)'. . ~ 

( 
I I 

· ~ / 

~ 

Quc.l'fioll jJIIt {//1( .' a,LJreed to. r 

The Minister . ryf Information ~ (Rev.- I. 
Edeki) : Mr Presid ~ nt, Sir, I beg to move that 
Mr E. A. Asemm o£ J\koko-Edo '· be .:made a 
Sen ator. 

. . 

Mr S. 0. Uwu~sobn (Pnrlinmontnt·y Socrtl· 
I ill'~/ ' 1\llltli fl t I'.Y () r, : ~COI\Oilli C P ovolopmen t): I 
I lUg l!J ~Ul:t 1111 l.o 

UtWI (/(}1/ fl/"11(11 111' I 

!.} II P.•IitJ/1 {•Ill , fj lll)l l pptf /u ,. 

The MlniAtos- of Tr'n"de nnd Indu .try 
(!Vfr J. A:Ororho) : Mr President, Sir, I .bog to 
ntov t: tllnl Cll k l' J. ·l. < i .. Onylu ht> nom1!1n\ d n 
HcnlllOI', · ' 

(s) 
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. ,711,0 81/IIIIJ!It( I li fl //nmN II/ ['hi!!/~· Ill/!/ ,r/ Hfi /1/!JII' _. . 

11 rsfJifJt•lln/1 li/ . . II IVI _A I(( I II. 11)0,1 ' .~1 /1 ///1/11/' ti I 
'rho MjniMh'\r o.f ndmu1l.lo?. (( ,·I ill' I' 1 ~' . II ' ()ll !l,O/nii/)!'(1/JnKfJf /, ~ 
tom I) .J , mu~L l'tlmlnd 1 It <'I llnll tll:l 1 ilnl · ~ lli 11 l () fltl,r/lrlll />Ill (/!/ 11 rwrf! f!l /l o, 

On~t!III W I ' Ujj llUHIIIMillllllll' 11 1£1 1\l l d - \Vt~rdll l · i, . 
' tote nncl, thCJ'oforo, J beg to He ' <>I HI. Chi of Oweh: 1 rt HC to nom·innte Ch1ef 

~·: dnlllllLr lloyo nu 11 ScnHtor. C hief lloyo i t-~ :'tn • 
old-time politician. He is a leader in Itsekiri 
Division and a great businessman. For these 
reasons, Sir, I beg to n.ominatc Chief Boyo as a 
~-knalor. 

Qucs#on proposed. 
Qu.estt'on put and agreed to. 

Chief · Utomi : M r Prc~ id e n t· , 
beg ~ to inove' that Mr J. I. Idehen he 
Senator. · 

f-i il·, 
inude a 

r,, ). . . Chief . Omo-Osa gie : I beg to sct:ond 
thi~ . nomination. AR rcq11cst:cd hy Lhc hon . 

• 1 Mem bers opposite , I wot~lcl li ke t o add t hat M r 
Idehen is . ~ worthy son of Benin, a fir1ancier, a 
clean character an.d a good fi ghter. .. . 

Question pr~posed. . . . 

: Que~tion_put and agreed to, 
. ;~-1. . . . . 

· . The· ¥inister without Portfolio (The Obi 
·ot Ag~or): Mr President, Sir, I beg to move 
~~~at Mr·A: ... 0. N rewele be appointed a Senator. 

( I .- I. I J • 

The ,Ji»;"f, famentnry Secretnry to tho 
· ~ittl'Y fWotJ' Jtml Tron~pgrt (Mr A, A, 
tl§Uf\11'61}1 ·Mt• Pl'~~ lt.lt ~ nt, All', M1' /\lrt ' W~ l e I ~ 
w ll = ~Ti9W , · 1·10 !~ n Hl1llllol l'mpri P. Ill P iliHI fl 
mttn o! let\n (lh tii'IIOfl' ''• 1 ''N& ''' ~ ttf ' tllltl , 

.QtU1NUou tjPojJOUtl, 
(Jat~!tion ) rU and n,qrc~tltn, 

. t • 

. Th~ .. !\:!!water , without Portfo\io ('T'Ilc 
Onogto ·.of.Ey.rohimi): Mr President, Sir, I ri se 
to . nomtn~te Mr Eclmmid I. Oncwolwc as a 
Sca ator. '. " . .. 

T h e , PJrliamentary Secretary to the 
~remier (Chief 'G. E. Opiasc): We on this 
stde of t~c ijouse representing the Chiefs 
would l~{e _to support tl~e n~mination. 

Question. Propost?d. 
Questio:t put and agreed 'tq. 

The M~ister of . Labou r a nd Social 
.W~lf~e. (¥r E. 0. Imafidon): I i·ise to nomi
nate Mr M,. G. Ejaife as a Senator. 

. T~e l\1m1ate~ of·Economic Development 
(CI:nef 0. p weh) :· I rise, Mr President, to 
sccon~ th~ n~mination of Mr M. G . Ejaife . 
I .. ~otild l~e to say, Mr President, that Mr 
EJru.fe, -bctfore. now, ·-has been a Senator; so he · 
needs no, qther qualification to be appointed a 
Senator . 

. The M inister of F inance (Chief 0. I. · 
Dnfc): I rise to second the norninntion of Chief 
Edmund Doyo as a Sena tor. 

Queslion projJoscd. 

Chief Edukugh'o: M r P resident, Sir, thi s 
Senator is from my Division. and I must say 
that we, or I personally, do not oppose Chief 
Boyo's nomination as a Senator. He is a 
worthy man and fit to be a Senator. As a 
maher of fact, he has rendered very useful 
services, for the improvement of ed\tcation 
generally, to the youths of this country. He 
hns two children, one a cJoctot· npd the other n 
lawyer-lec turer. Hut I am Rurpri scd and 
n ~hnmgd thn t not ong of til @ It ~l:l l\ iri p~o pl <! who 
til t-! tilt I li P t~IIVt'l ' lllli P II ,I . II f-l llt ' II!.IR .l ,t fl~ ~ lit lip Ill 
IPII llii t1>f iHitly lll (j qlltllllli • ;Jiitlll ~ ol C:lll t' l· lloyo, 

· ll tlWfl l' ~ ' ' l''' l ~ll to ~ 11ppor 1 < 'lii P III Il\'!1 1 ~ rHtnt ll llt 
tliJIIII Il lt il n11d pi'tltHll' plll'~ttll to l1 d 11 f:4~ 1l-tll01 ' -· 
( CllfW.I'). . . . 

Chief Owoh : I thank th e hon. M ember for 
::~upporti.n g our nqfi~inntion, but I ~hould like· 
to inform him that ,having a lawyer and a 
doctor as children is no qualification to be . a 
Senator. Chief Boyo .has been nominated 
because he is an excellent gentleman to be 
a Senator. 

. ' 
Question put and agreed to. 

ChiefDafe : I rise to propose the nominat ion 
, of Mr J. M. Egbuson as a Senator. Mr 

Egbuson ' is a foremost Nigerian national ist _of 
no mean order. He is a retired Police officer
a Senior Super~ntendent of Poliec-anci S<?me
body who ig an embodiment of the creation of 
the Mid-Westerr;t Region. In these circum
stances, Mr President, Sir, it is my privilege to 
nominate Mr J. M. Egbuson as a Senato,r. 

The Minister without · Portfolio (Mr 
L. S. T. Fufeyin) : I rise to ~econd the nomina
tion of Mr J. M. Egbuson as a Senator. 

Question proposed. 
! • 
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. . . ( 

Mr J. E. Otobo (Isoko I) : M r President, Sir, Mr Otobo : ..... . that they are likely to bt' ) 
the selection of Senators (and, in particular, th e blind to what is good ultimately for this R€;gion. j 
one just nominated) to represent this l~cgi on, · and the . Government itself. :It therefore 
which this Joint Sit.ting is now undertaking, is n devolves on the Senators, and in particular the 
most signifieant event .in the context of the one just being nominated, to see to it that the 

· . present and future p·oJitical circumsta!1ces in two basic policies which I have ··already men
this country. More importantly and precisely, tioned will be pursued. This is an imp()rtant 
the future p!'Osperity, wclfnrc, 'J'culth, stability t:1sk. If thei'cfore om Set1atots i 1egard thern
,:1nd p.eace of this new Hc0Io1~ ctceends ii ~ a sulves1 tlrst <~ml ht ti t, as N,C.N.C. nomipees and 
large measure on th e individl!al and collecttve t~tn~tlcs, and thus b~l ave in the :Federal Senat t: 
role whicl-i our Senators will play in the l•cdcral as thou gh thi s Hcginn werr. an arm 9f another' 
Seru1te. By this selection, thci'cl'o l'c , l\11 r Hcgio tl, then ind i.v idunlly nnrl collectively they 
Pl'c~idcnt, S ir ~ the Mid-vVe:!tcrn }{cgiun i ~ h (tYc bctJ'ii YLo.l thi~ . !~cgion.~(litterruptions.) 
going to enter the arena of nationitl politi cs for 
the fl rst time. 'l~hc imp'act of this new R~gion 
on the Feclerall'a'rliament is going to be felt and 
noted for the first time. This is therefore the 
appropriate mornent to emphasise that this 
Region, as well as other Regions, but more 
especially this Region, must pursue two basic 
policies on the • national level. The policies · 
which I thi·nk will be incumbent on each of the 

· pcr~ons we arc 'now nominating- in particular, 
the one recently nominated- to fulfil arc, first, 
the policy. of intensive participation and share 
in the govern mental machinery and wealth , 
including ri ches, :1t the Federal level.- (/11/ cr- · 
ruplio-ns .) ' 

Mr 'Presil!cnt, 1 hope I shall be all owed to 
continue. 

The Prcsidont : 'Thb . hon. Member 
contintlc, 

cnn 

Mr Otobo : lt is.u niH!<.:c%;\ry, to dwc.:l l 011 the.: 
implications o(' failure to pursue tlJ CHC Hi\llC 

poli •j t;~ 1 tltl jl {~dtl !l • il i tVillf..( l' ~f{!l rt ii!J lh P l'lWI \II \1 \J 

l'ctl!llll ' ' C:fl np n l() tlli t~ nt w H c1~in tl. ., 
'l'htl ~(lCO t H II )n l ky, illhh; ,, ~ wl1hd1 t:: ll vh td' tl' n 

nl:lw R~nntot· ~ IR llri ''K en ll r.d.llpt lll lo v ntlq r~r . IJ:j 

one whlcl1 en§UJ'e · l ite t:l lrthlllLy ntH I A0C lll'lty ol' 
!li t! 00\'!!P IIIII ~ ill il lld p~ tlp1!! ol' tlil !i 11 1:1\' ilt:L\ill ll : 

· llnfoflullill~ l .v, i11 · pur~ ll illlel:! 'ul· tlti ~ l ti tfliL' 
''"" "~'' I Itt-' t ~11\ ' t->1111111-'11 1 bf.lf.l lll '1, !11 ;1;111 tiJi i!J ,,, 
public opinion, to have started off badly . . 
Furthermol'e, Membet'H of the Governm nt, ot· 
Members of the C~wcmmcnt HcnchcH in the 
Lovvei· H()u t:t6, Ill' ' nt prc:;c tlt t\o x ·it ·d ove r til t: 
cxc r c:i~c of powc.:r, even if on ly for the tim e 
being . ... .. . . 

.Government llcnches : Arc yo u alrc.:i1dy 
planning an Emergency ? 

May · I co n.ti1n ~\\ Mr Prcsident;.now thnt thi s 
l1 ullabaluo has di (j d own ? · . , . · 

As one of the first i ssue~ likely to 'come before 
our new Sen ators in the Senate is _the questi•' •1 

of Census, this i ~, I believe, a ra~<1 occasl0n tn 
indicate in very clear· · terms:. ill'e, ;views rf 
enlightened public opinion in the '·M}d-West. 
It is sufficient only to spotlight the··key-notes ns 
follows. We hope the Senators .·~~'W. proposcd 
and those a! ready selected will ,ta~e · a:Jeql!a te 
note. · 

Government Benches : Sit 'down ; you n.rc 
making no· point. · · • 

Mr Otobo : Mr Prc~idcnt; Sir; I. hope t 
spotlight the following key-notes, jf Members. 
of the other Side .will · allow !lme~ · to''continu <; . 

Fino~t the 'cntnls·i nnd for th:c purpose for 
which it iH ~o i1 g lit , it ttl of I'H:~Mity: q stnte _thnt 
this iH n matter for the Fcdcrnll)arliament, by 
whkh we mean the Fcdcrnl ·Senate: The 
fl\ICHtton or Ccm\IIH tH 1\ vory .deli6nte is \10 bt )t 
1 IH tH:J cotHI q t t ~~l'l ti n n .h ·e t·tnlnly not n dell nl·~· 
t ~I IH I , 

~l'hu . Ot>vtwnm · nt . Chl~r Whip (Mt• A. 
Oj1ln) : Mt· PrcdLi ont, Hlt·. ~on point of e>t•d~:~t ; 
' I' 1u V~:~ ll !:l ll ti l111 i:l Ill Il l !1 .11 ~ to ~ l o wlttn ha !Hll ·gt lon 
td' ~l1 11 tl l lll:l:j , . ·. 

'Ph~: ttn:ttitl.:!!l ! \\'il l llt tJ. l!fin~ 'enU llll illl 
p l ~i l hl:! l1ill'l:' oil: 1 l lw l.'t! ll li ll ~ l~§Uf! HO I IHJelr 
::. triu ly lil r cJc V <ll r ~ !li<lf' lcp:; ~ fJlhe . Uens11~ i,,. 
Ollt of th~ is~ ~1e , 

Mr Otobo : V('l'y well, Mr Prosklof\t, Let 
. [J ,I hope lllnt Lll (), i :~·\U . or Lllc Censu is thcm:fonJ 

n m:1Uet· fot· the l"edct'lll Pnrlirtmt1nt. 
' I 

We on thi ~ ~ide of the Ho use hope, therefore, · 
tllnt our Sena tor~ will n ~t wiHcly. We pray thut.' 
they will rep resent this Region creditably in tht: 
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[Mn. ()'rono] · Opposition Benches : 'I'll~.: hon. Minister 
H cnnte~ In~lee.d,, Wt! itllplort! tl t<' llt to tlo tltiH, ltuH dt!Hcr ihud ltlll\. Oto.ho 11 1'1 11 crook. ' 'l'llllt 
f t is not thnt this H.cgio n co tdd 110t redce1t1. a1HI langll:tgc iH tmparliantcntary and Rhould .be 
retrieve· any situation into which it may hnve wirhdrnwn. 
I cen pllmg d tcmpornrily hy Ill\)' l'uih1rc 011 tl1 c 
pnl't of OUI' SenntOI'fl, or COIII'I~e. tlti fl l~cginn will 
htl Mnv din nny Cll~u (J rcpeut, ilttltty L:u:-w) Ill' itt . 
the very imr11~di:ttc f'tltttre .... (!nterrllfJ!iulls). 

' ' 

d9bHf I II' :YOII llli11i1 I IIIII· ~Ill! '1111 

11F dl km:: ;gcill'i; i1i tLi 11 l{r•gln11, yoll nrc 
'hlll iiiiU YII III' ~ I;JL 111.11 f11 ·11tllitl•l H ,,·, I I til· 

11g" ln ~t !t I·IH1rtl. . . 
Mr Otobo 1 1\lil Prt'fl ltl t~ illl Hlrl · 1 liltt.IIUIII 

thnt th Ro"lon would 110 tltiVilll h~' tho PI'Oilllnl' 
. hlmsol f~., 1 I. (Lrmg/(t N: tllld i~ltt·rrllf'liuns). 

. Tli' sc ' WO btl~ic.: J)olkil~~ , Mr l'rcl'l id.' JH, ~ir, 
rcpre11ent th~ clull'gc of til~ M.D . I~'. lllld oJ' the 

·progressive, el~mcn ts alllTJ ilg til e IV1 id-W c~tcm 
people to the Senntori'l. We wil'lh thctrt well 
even if •we 'do not nccc~l'lnrily :-lUppol:t the 
candidature of all of. them .. 

' ' ·1 . ! ' • ' • 

~1r Pr,~,si~,e~t , Sir, I tha.nk y~Hi. 

·. The Minister of Loc~1 Government and 
Chieftaincy-Affairs (Chief H. Omo-Osagic) : 
I w~sh to 1:eply to some of t11e cllusions of the 
hon. J arries ,Otobo.-( C/Jeers from Government 
Benches). • H.e simply wanted to Rpenk and talk 

.. j nrgon. ' (Ft'roJire /) Whnt did II<.: wnnt to do ? 
He ·wat'ltcd {o':t·ub in· -something. lle brought 
census· ·here. 1 'Arc · we discussing census ? 

' •' 

Gover~Pl.ent Benches: No. 

ChiefOnio-Osagie :The duties· of Senators 
are not regulated here :.they ~re regulated in the 
Federal Parliament. I want to tell this honom
able House 'that the hon. James Otobo did not 
have the CO':'l'nSC to' mention th ' ni1111e o!' the 
man concerned .. The gc,(~km:ln he .has in 
mind .is ·James Egbuson. lj I fc has not the 
CO lll'llgC to any who ti.H.! ll1111l WIIH: -· (C/ir•t·r.,·ji'o/,11 
Governmen.t ·Benr.has .) I wnnt bl tell hin1 here 
that ·wo of the N.C.N ..... , both Mini:Jtcrs and 
Parliamentarians here, do not engage in taking 
Government cars for ourselves ; we do not. 
I am going to tell him that we do not revel in 
taking £6o,ooo to our pockets · I (Aj>plause bv 
Goverttmen~ Benches). If I were in his positio~, 
I would never calk in this Legislature bec<1use 
that hon. Gentleman is a crook of the first order. 
(Crirs of "'Shame, shmhe" fmm Government 

Th~ Pr ls id unt : I do tlOl thi i1k th t~ hon. 
1\ I i11i ster rdcrH to tlw il011. I\ l c1nhcr , lVI r Otoho, 
as 11 crook. llc did 11ol ntcnti oll his · nnmc. .. 

Chi of Omo-OtH\~iCJ : 1 1 !ln1tk ~ou 1 M t' 
ihesitleilL Wha~ 1 wn~ Hy l11 ~ w wll tllg hon: . 
( ;1'11111'111 :111 \1':10.: llt :ll liti 'l ff111\ Hl' ,lt :lo.: intpJiC'j( 
l·tlllllliPttt ·P I!J ,1111111 ::, lt,Hittt :l\111 1 lll l'tli, /m11 ,) 

1\ml 111 ~ Oppo~ili!lll w~r tJ. l ,i~ l1tin ~ 111loqt Ill ~' 
111ili.ltt!:! !i tJIItl'i1111l~· 11 ~ 1 1 11d1 I II' u Jq it lJII lJ.~ IIOII of 

l)ttl'l lntlwn ltii'Y hlni{WlH~, I <· nn fi llY thnt I hnv' 
lt;tn Ionge!' in Pnr·~inme1it tltnn nny oi' lh m 

1 her',"- (( .'lit•t'/'.1' .frr;f,J Gm•l'l'/1 11/ f'll l Umrhf',\',) 
;-

Mr A. I. Olwji~ : 'l'ltat il'l why you muMt now 
rdire. You · arc old cn,ougll. You ~hould 
now r ·tire :llld k:tv · tit· clt:tir to tlt u yottt.hl'l . 

Chief Olno-:-Osugic ; I lt :\vc been in the 
Jl.arli:tmcnt before !ton. Jame!i { )tobo was born. 
(Laught er.) - · 

' 
Mr Okojie : That is why I say you are 

i.J ,·c rd ue to .rctire or resign. 

Mr S. 0. Pela: Point of order, .Sir: Order 
27, sections . (5) and (6) :. using offending 
won ll'l :1 11d itnptlti.ng improper motive~. 

The President': No insulting language has 
been used so far. 

Chief Omo-Osagie : Thank you so much, 
l\!Ir P1:csident. As much as I would like to give it 
back to this feeble Oppo_siti~n, I will take the . 
ad vice of the President to shorten the debate. 

Wh:1t 1 wanted to ~ay was this,. that I am a 
politieian who is steadfast, . persiste nt and 
colt ~ i ~t leiH - -:tnd not a Cll.!l1Clcon politici :1n. 
Therefore, Sir, the. gentlernnn, Mr James 
Egbu!iOit, a~; 1 said, enjoys the full confidcnt:c of 
ti1 C p •oplc (lf the whole Mid -vVcM Hcgion . . 
He iR not a thief ; he is a gentleman of the first 

. order. He is very handsome, very stately, 
very outRpokc11. He is a man we can ~end tp 
t l~c Senate, and he will , hake the whole section 
of the Senate.--( Cheers from the Govemment 
Benches). 

·Chie f T . . E. A. Salubi ( U~hobo West I): . 

F\. l3 en.ches.) 

/ j 
M r President, Sir, I rise to say a· few words on 
this subject. 
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I7 [Selection uf Senators] I I MARCI-l,· 1964 Personal Explanation · i8 
As a retired civtl servant, I am happy to know 

that, from the list so far .given by the Govern-· 
ment of the names of the Senators, there are 
a few retired civil servants. I think this is a 
great credit to the mature experience of civil. 

1servaftt§ 'wha luwe served the eaunuy. lt the! 
. dvi1 service, as they can now make use of their 

fHl~t experience~; Such men always talk 
· Acnsc. We h nvc, nn cxnmplc of useful civi l 
servants · in this House to-day. T he hon. 
Premier of our new I ~egion is a ret ired civil 
servant, and he il'• a pensioner . . (Cheer.\'.) 
The Minister of. Local Government and 
Chieftaincy' AffCl.irs is a retrred civil servant and 
is a pensioner.-( Applause.) Because of my 
long . contact with thes.e gentlemen anc.l many 
others, I have kno•vn them to be good men. 
But I cannot understand why the hon . Minister 

suggest, Mr Presiden t, Sir, that the 'matter be 
taken outside this House. We do· no.t want 
irrelevancies. So far, Sir, the ·Member f.or 
Isoko I did· not ~ay anything against• Mr J. M. 
Egbuson. And with thut, S ir, I support. · 

Mr A. Opia rose ilt his place and claimed to 
move that the question he nozu put. · 

Question ~'t lto ~ ti,e questl01i be rtO'lV ·put" 'jJul 
and (~c;reed. to. · · 

i . 

Question, that !vlt c .111. !"'gbuson be appointed 
a Senator, put and agreed to.• .. 

The M·inister of Internal . Affairs (Mr 
Shaka Momoclu) : Mr Pres.ident, Sir, I beg to 
nominate Mr.Ekpomori ri Lamai as a Senator of 
this Hcgion. . .. 

. of Local Government and Chieftaincy Afl'airs 
should get hot this morning over a matter The Minister of Lands and 

1

Housing 
. which, in my humble view, is non-controver- (Mr E. :S. Ukonga) : I ~e'g to ~~co~d,: Mr 

sial. When the Leader of the. Opposition did President. · ' :• 
· s pea~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Question pr.oposcd. 
Government Benches: No, no; there is no · · Question put and agreed to. 

Lcacler of Opposition. We have go~ four of 
them there vying for l ead e r~hip I 

J> EHSONi\T.· EXPLANATION ; 

The Premier· (Ch ief D. C. Osadebay) : Mr · 
ChiefSaJubi: Whatever you may like to call . President, Sir, in view of one or twc>"'thing~ said 

him, whether Jarf.cs Otoho or Member for· by my friend, the Member .fot I~o~, about· 
Isoko I, or Leader of. the Oppo.sitio n, as far as taking orders from other pl<lcc,s, I want to m'nke 
I am concerned, he is the latter. He. made it categorically clear that I nm the Premier 'of 
general remarks and gave general advice, and thi:-~ J{cgion. (!fear, hear ). In the Constitu- , 
I do not think that he said anything to justify tio n, I am equr1l to an y oFI 1cl' Pr.cmiedri Nigeria, . 
t~ uch unfnir critic i s n~::1 a~ were made by the irrespective of the nt•ca he governs. (Hear, 
Minister ofLocal Governn f'c.; 1it and C hidtaim:y hear.) Fqllowing this, I want to say solemnly 
Afl'a irs this morning. And 'so, Mr Presid ent, and dclibcrntely thrtt I will tr\k ~ no ·instnictions 
tl it·, llilw to wttt'll ll11tL .... .. . ·, .. , ... , . l'rn111 111tylwdy ·tJIIl~Lliu tlli.tl HtJglon .ln A,· fnr fiiJ 

lit P ~nvtJ t ' IH\lWtJ til 1 1 11 ~ Ht'Qinn I ~ng ·n ''' 
I t1 IHIII'Iil ~ llfi ltl ~. lll !IIi~ Pllrly 1H~,l{ lnn ln.ll of thl~ rJ'Il!' Pfl!mh?r (( 'lliuf .I), ( \ . ( hii ii iPi li lV) : 

lfll lt. l ~'fl\ll'~f! il' ~~, Vill i llll!lll ~ l :ilpW lllllllll'li \1 1 

f.( 'u~J Hf 11 , ~blllll fl : ~IJ, III/ ~ 11 /HJIII Uln 'I'IIII!Jr 111 
/1 11 /11 fiH·,j 

Chief Sulubl: 1 Hhr.,Hild lil<c to wn m . .... . 

Coverntnent Benches: Yo u cnn nnl wam 
unybotly. 

Chief Sal ubi: If 1 may say so, those who 
boast of being elderly, of being . very much 
experienced in Parliament, should set a better 
example in this honour<Lble House. If an yo ne 
has a personal grievance, a .personal di sagree
ment, with any particular person, 1 would 

· l . ~'f ' ti lillllr~ , 111 ~i ,,.,,f.! lliill I iiHI ;.J m ni1lm:ofH 
II !! I 111.1!11 ,,"IIIII·')" 1·!!11/~ ' : "{v ij~ l tu ~~ ~~~l nv'g 
Hill •< llliillllll t. \\' i ll ; I il t:i . Ill-' l"l i~lltllHII 1~RI I 
A fl v i ~e !l rl rnrtecl, lllEl nm ~ffY tllRE tn 1' · f f ·. 
one Hcgion Mhould tnlw ot:dcrs f.i·om the 
l'n.: tlli t: r ol' tiiHl lht:r Ht:gion .=-(Clwcrs from 
Govcm111ent Uen cltes .) The pntty to which I 
belong law the ri jilt Lo lny out n bt·ond bar;is of 
policy ; it :-~ LopH 1 here:. No w, [ l\1\ppen nlHo to . 
be a National Vice-President of this national · 
Party,· but my fr iencls on the other side have not 
been regarded as good · enough · to be vice
pres idents in the p:11·1 .' nine ln.tt~dred inilesaway 
from · where tht;y [ake their orders • . (Shame, 
s!tnm r~ .) 
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[CilliW Ql)II J.JE II A Y] h:1 ~ hcen w ip ed o 11 t. /\~ n.11r big brother, and 
we being tbe o,fl spri l1g , it is the duty of the 
Western Region to sec that we arc well born and 
we ll nmtured . r rhi nk th:1t whnt Mr Akinoln 
Iiii i' dOII U ll t: l'~l Jll th t: l lll't! J'uw dii YH iH lh(J idclll 
1hi1.1).{ WI.! Wlllll lt e l'l! in lltl ~ M id ~\Vc M ~. Now, 
1 hrn11gh thiK tcnching, wn oil hn ve hcne.fit ed 
JlliiiiCIHi t: l y, both l> y th ~.: pr · ~\.! 11 1.:<.: or Mr Alwwln 
1111d hy tltllt of llt c • lllll) 11 l\rd l~ ditOl' Of thO 
WcstcJ·!1 1-lollso tJ I' At1Actnbly1 Mr ·n, 0, A, 

Pinally, I. \Ya;1t to assu rc th e microscop ic 
Opp<:>sition that, even though Enugu is JH.:arcr to 
Tlt:nin t'IH\11 T(ndunn , 1 will ' 11111 l:tlw :II I,Y mdn~ 
1'1'<)11. outsldo thi t-~ H e~ i on . (/1/>l'fttll.l't' Ji 'IJ!It 

OOVJfU'IItritmt JJenches. ) 

. · , . DISSOLUTION 
'·· .,~Mottoft ·: umel~ ami (} tl #.~tton jWf.JjJU~t:tl ,' 'l'lwt 
~- t~tA ' 1o l ht S.ltl'lng of hoi h l-lo11 :-~c~ of the Mid 

Wi:!f.lWHL .N iMI:lJid L~->Ui ·dillll l l· l i t; ' ' '! ~~' tli ssll i l·t>tl : 
= {fJr (}, (J, ()hu/lts), 

·ltf r ;-Jtbon Olw/111 NHfS ·- . . . 

Chfe{R.,· ·n. Edtikugho ! J\11 ity liny, l\tli ' 
l?residertt,, Sir,. that, two clays ago, something 
appea~c.d 'on the page's of a 11ewspaper which was 
rather Y91:~ disturbing-:(11ltermj>l ions). 
' ' t ,\.-. -1" . 

Chief Edukugho ~ I thou ght the President 
allb'wea m e"'''t'o speak~-(Intcrruptions from Gu-
v.ernmimt 'Benche,s ). . · · 

~ •I : 

With':' yout ·permission, Sir .. , ... (Further 
Interruptions). 

. ( ..... . . 
Mr .A·~· Opia :Point of Order, Sir,. The hon. 

Membe,r ··lis 2 not properly dressed. He is 
wea.ring a'hat;-(lnterruptlons). 

t ~ • I 

· · . Mt: P.residerit : He has now re.·moved his hat. 
- ~ J~ 11.\ ,.~ •.• 

-;-(Laugh~er and interruptions). 
' . , "·t ........ /I • • .. , 

· IT'RIBUTE .TO TH E CLERK AND T liE !IANSII IW 
• ' EDITOR ClF. T.IIE WESTERN NIGP.HIA 

•. : .• · ~·. ·'· , ; LEG!SLAT UHE 

· Tpe -:- :Qeader of the House (Dr C. G. 
.Okojief; :I.n the last three days, Mr President, 
Si,r, ' history has been made in this Region ; and 
what ·is lhistory ? History is a chronicle of the 
-e.vents of actors. We whom Goer has led to 
initiate 'this · self-fr.ccdom in this Region have 
played well our part ; I () m say tlu~t for sure. 
How db we · come to 1\j-comc actors in the 
House · ? ··It is because behind tire Hl'agc has 
been ar\ ·expert arid a s c l f-c~1 cing teacher. I 
am spealdng of Mr J. M. Akinola, the Cle rk of 
the Western House of .Asscmbly.- (C/wers.) 

Mr PrQsident, Sir, tlw Pn;mier gaid a few 'laya 
ago that .when we were sent in here, we en me • 
with very many problems. · The one that gave 
us the gre~test insomnia was the mass transfer 
of civil~ servants of Mid-Western origin from 
Western N,igeria. It caused a lot of bitterness 
and friction, but, in the last few days, by the 
work of'one worthy ambassador, that bittern-ess . . 

S (l.yegc. ( I l f'or, hf'o r ). 
, I 

I ''!'' 'lilt" 1111 111 1' ill tl ll lll ·li lt ll 1!1 . I ll.\' .l 1 1' ~ 11 11l'l, 
illlll I rllll RIWil li lnu 0 11 lwlliilf nl' all Ml!miwr!i 
ol' ~ lt u llow.w, l11 1-ii tyi tl l£ tllill WU ill' \1 VUI' {I:{I '~H411'U I 
to tltc Pl'etJ!lcJ', .the 1 Io 11. 8pcakct' nnd Mcmbct'l:l 
of the Western Region House of Assembly; 

· and we want bot/(
11
M r Akinola and Mr Sorege, 

on going back, to c~vey to them the gratttude 
of the people of the M id-West. With this 
kind of thing, we hope. that these two Regions, 
which God has made closest, will continue to 
co-operate clo.sely. 

Chief R. D. Edukugho : I have been nian
d;ltcd by the i>arliamcntary Leader of the 
Opposition to associate the views ~f this. side 
of the House to what thi s m arl' has JUSt satd;
( Intermpt ions) . 

Government Benches : Is the Minister not 
a gen tleman ? .• · 

Chief Edulmgho : vVc are very grateful 'to . 
1\'lr Akinola and to the Western Region Govern
ment for making him available, and also to the 
other staff who have come •to help us, too. As 
I said in the House of Chiefs before we left 
I bad an, we . are all · participants in this game; 
we we re no pupils nt any time. · V/c started 
together, .we learned to ~e.ther , and we have 
c'omc ha ck home and v:·e ;viii both run the 
Gove rnment. But, toda y, we have had the 
very good u sc of assistants~ from the vVeste.rn 
Hcgion . We arc very, ve ry m 1ch obliged to 
them. We t hank them very much, and the . 
Oppmli~ion ul5o a;:~~Qci!lte themselves with what 
has been said . . · ' • 

The Minister of Trade and Industry (Mr 
J. A. Ororho): Mr President, Sir, I associate 
myself with the v'iews expressed by the last 
two speakers . I just '~'an t to say one or two 
words. 
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!=ould have been in the rain ~ow (or under the 
sun), heckling the Government , in opposi -

Mr President, . Sir, a few months ;'~go we 
. were wondering where we were going to meet, 

but we are very happy that the JJcnin Divisiom~l 
·Council has been kind .eJ'10ugh to r:iv~ us this 
fine structure. few know it i:; an embod iment 
of pride to meet in Benin City, and someth ing 
thnt we l:lhou ld ht: rc.:a ll y proud of. 1 n Lt <.:t , \\ 't.: 

' tl'lougl!t we v ·ere gtlt!lg ll llll!l1l Uh(ll!!l ' n !Pee; 
:tt)u I urn 'b npp y that the Benin Di vi;~ i ·:Jnnl 
Council, the Oha of Benin, ancl Ho nn and so 
.forth, IFlVC been kind <.:nough to provide h ca11ti-

_ ful accommodation for us. The Oppositio11 

• 

I ., 

tion.- ( Hear, !tear). · .. 
So I am thanking you, Mr President, all 

members ~f the House, the worl~ers, and. all 
those who have .he!pyd u so much· by giving 
11 :-1 thi :-~ linu n<.:<:ommodat)on. I thnnk t he 
Ht!llill Di v i ~ itltllll Council uml nll '''thofio who 

· hiVe hc.:lpud w1 80 111 tch In this t·espeot. Thank 
you vtry .much . 

Q11est io 11 f>ltl e1 11rl agr<!ed to. . , 
.JJissol'vct! accr!rtlingly a/. II.Oo a:m: 
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