











175 Messages from Assembly

" (1) Message %rom the Northern House of
Assembly on Bill entitled “Ministers’ Statutory
Powers and Duties (Miscellancous Provisions)
(Amendment) Law, 1963.”

- Motion made, and question proposed “‘That
the Bill without amendment be now read the
Surst time”’ .—The Premier.

Question proposed.

Question put and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the first time; 2o be read
a second time later in the day.

(17) Message from the Northern House of
Assembly on Bill entitled “Revised Edition of
the Laws of Northern Nigeria (Amendment)
Law, 1963.

Motion made and ;leslz'on’ proposea’ “That
the Bill without amendinent read the first time;
to be read a second time later in the day”.—The
hon. Attorney-General.

Question proposeds

Question put and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the first time; to be read
a second time later in the day.

(fv) Message from the Northern House of
Assembly on Bill entitled ‘‘Interpretation
(Amendment) Law, 1963, '

Motion made and question proposed ‘‘That
the Bill without amendment be now read the first
time”’.—The Premier.

Question proposed.

Question put and' agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the ﬁf st time; to be read
a second time later in the da’ ).

(v) Message from the. Northern House of
Assembly on Bill entitled “Widows’ and
Orphans’ Pension (Northern Nigeria) (Amend-
ment) Law, 1963,

Motion made; and question proposed ‘‘That
the Bill without amendment be now read the first
‘time” . —The Minister of Establishments and
Training.

Question proposed.

Question put and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the first time; to be read
a sécond time later in the day.

MOTIONS
Adjournment :

The Emir of Katsina (Alhaji the hon.
Sir Usman Nagogo, K.B.E., CM.G.): Mr
President, Sir, I rise to move the Motion
standing in my name on the Order Paper:—
“That this House at 1t& rising this ‘day do
adjourn sine die’.

Mr President, Sir, I beg to move

The Emir of Ilorm (Alhaji the hon Sulu
Gambari): Mr President, Sir, I beg to second.

Question proposed.
, Question put and agreed ro.
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Resolved

“That this House at its rising f/us day do
adjourn sine die’’.

Constitutional Amendment Act 1963

The Premier (Alhaji Sir Ahmadu Bello,
K.B.E., the Sardauna of Sokoto): Mr
President, Sir, I rise to move the following
resolution standing in my name:

“That this House consents to the Produce (Consti-
tutional Amendment) Act, 1963, having effect”.

In accordance with section 154 subsection
(1) of the Constitution of the Federation the
Governor-General may with the consent of the
Regional ~Governments designate certain
products as produce. The. act of Parliament
under reference secks to empower the Governor-
General to make an order declaring certain
products as produce and enables this order to be
made retrospective to a date carlier than the
present Constitution without offending any of
the provisions of the Tederal Constitution.

It is necessary for this House to pass the
resolution because the Produce*(Constitutional
Amendment) Act, 1963, effccts an entrenched
provision. of the consenting to the Act having
effect is therefore required by section 4(1) of
the Constitution of the Federation. I beg to
move that the House do now agree with the
resolution standing in my name.

The Minister for Local Government
(Alhaji the hon. Sule Gaya): Mr President,

Sir, I beg to second.

Question proposed.
Question put and agreed to.
Resolved: ) :
“That this House consents to the Produce
(Constitutional Amendment) Act,, 1963 having
effect”.
University of Ibadan Act, 1962

The Premier (Alhaji the hon. Sir
Ahmadu Bello, K.B.E., Sardauna of Sokoto):
Mr President, Sir, I rise to move the following
resolution °tand1ng In my ndme:

“That this House consents to the Umver51ty of

- Ibadan Act, 1962, having effect”. ,

Mr President, Sir; there 1s vpothing con-
troversial about this resolution. The University
College at Ibadan is in the Ixclusive Legis-
lative List and as such it is an entrenched

clause of the Constitution of the Federation.

But section 7(1) (d) of the Act changes the
title ‘of this oldest institution of higher learning
in Nigeria from University College and trans-
forms it into a fully fledged University of its
own. This is as it chould be. But it is necessary
for this House to'adopt a resolution consenting
to- give effect'to the Act before the Act can
become operative. I know that hon. Chiefs will
support the resolution now before them.
Mr President, Sir, I beg to move.
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The Minister of Animal ,and Forest
Resources (Alhaji the .hon. Mu’azu
Lamido, Magatakardan Sokoto) Mr Presi-
dent, Sir, I beg to second.

Question proposed.
Question put and agreed to.

Resolved:

“That this House consents to the University of
Ibadan Act,-1962 having ecffect”.

Pledging of Governmenf’s Credit

The Minister of Finance (Alhaji the hon.
Aliyu, Makaman Bida): Mr President, Sir,
I rise to move the. Resolution standing in my
name as follows:—

Be if Resolved:

“That this House approves the pledging of
Government’s credit by, guaranteeing the repayment
of £2,912,480 being principal and interest due in the
future from the Cement Company of Northern
Nigeria Limited to Messrs Ferrostaal A. G. of Essen,
Federal Republic of Germany, under an agreement
between the Company and Messr's Ferrostaal, for the

construction of a Cement ' Factory in Sokoto

Province”.

Chiefs are aware that the Cement Company
of Northern Nigeria Limited has been formed
in partnership with the Northern Nigeria
Development Corporation and Messrs IFerrostaal
A. G, of Essen, Federal Republic of Germany,
for the purpose of setting up a cement factory
in Sokoto Province.

The Federal Government, when asked,
agreed to guaraiitee to Ferrostaal the repayments
of interest and principal due under the agree-
ment with them, provided this Government
gave a first guarantee. The Northern Nigeria
Development Corporation has in turn been
required to guarantece the prompt repayment
to this Government of any sum which may have
to .be paid under the guarantee, and ultimately
it will be recovered from the Cement Comptany.

I am sure Chiefs will agree that it was in
Government’s interest to give the guarantee in
order to get this cement factory started without
waiting for a mecting of the House. I hope this
House will now endorse the action taken:

Mr President, Sir, I beg to move.

The Minister of Information (Alhaji the
hon. Ibrahim Biu): Mr President, Sir, I begto
second.

‘Question proposed _
The Sultan of Sokoto (The hon. Sir

Abubakar, C.B.E.)): Mr President, I thank
the Government dnd support the action taken.

(Prolonged applause and cheers).
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The Chief of Kuta (Alhaji Ahmadu
Bahago}: Mr President, Sir, I rise to support
this Motion, and there is no doult that this
proposal is a very good one and wish to thank
the Regional Government for the action taken.
Hon. Chiefs will realise that the Regional
Government is a very good government and
moreover, I am sure this will encourage foreign
investors to come to this Region. I hope and
pray to God to help our Government in this
agreement. I beg to support.

Question proposed.
Question put and agreed to.

Resolved:

“That this House approves the pledging of
Government’s Credit by guaranteeing the repayment
of £2,912,480, being principal and interest due in
the future from the Cement Company of Northern
Nigeria Limited to Messrs Ferrostaal A. G. of Essen,
Federal Republic of Germany, under an agreement
between the Company and Messrs Ferrostaal, for the
construction of a Ccmcnt Factory in Sokoto
P1ovince

pmsuance 10 ﬂze standing orders, the
Pr eszdent suspended® the sitting of the House

without question being put.

House suspended for 15 minutes, at.9.50 a.m.
(House resumed at 10.00 a.m.) ’

The Minister of Justice (Alhaji the hon.
Muhammadu Nasir): Mr President, Sir, I
rise to move that the omission made to the
Order Paper be corrected. The omission is as
follows. The hon. Premier to move the
following:—

Be it resolved:

“That this House approves the proposed Consti-
tutional Changes to effect a Republican System of
Government for Nigeria from 1st October, 1963 as
contained in the White Paper laid on the table of this
House™. R

- This was an omission and we are sorty. Mr

President, Sir, I beg to move.

The Minister of Trade and Industry
(Mallam the hon. Michael Audu Buba):

' Mr President, Sir, T beg to second.

Mr President: Let the House consent to the
amendment.

The Premier (Alhaji the - hon. Sir
Ahmadu Bello, Sardauna of Sokoto): Mr
President Sir, I risc to move the Motion
standing in my name that this House approves
the proposed Constitutional changes to effect
a Republican System of Government for Nigeria
on the 1st of October, 1963 as contained in the
White Paper laid on the Tabl& of this House.
As it is in the Order of the day, Mr President,
Sir the purpose of our gathering here is to look
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experience, resourses and prestige. For anything

it is a pride to be a member of the Common-

wealth.

In paragraph 8 of the White Paper Sir, T am
plcqsed to sce that the position of CthftdlllLy
is being protected and dignified by making a
provision in the Constitution that will not
allow Chieftaincy matters tq po to Courts of
Law. In the other Regions of the Federation it
is somewhat painful to see that Chieftaincy
matters go to courts resulting in prolonged and
expensive htlgatlom On the other hand, the
status of Chiefs in the North has been well
founded from long traditions and customary
practices, so much so that’ no Chieftaincy
matters go to law courts for settlement. The
' Governments of the other Regions should copy
' this exemplary practice from Northern Nigeria.
But, however, I would like to appeal to all the
Governments of the Federation to be more
tolerant and more sympathetic with affairs
pertaining to Chiefs, since they. do not drag
their complaints to the Courts. In these days
of public enlightenment, people write anony-
mous letters containing false allegations against
the chiefs or Native Administrations. Some-
times -such letters are signed with fictitious
names. By this, it means that the Government
may find fault with the: Chiefs or Native
Administrations. Since the time has come when
we, Nigerians, in Nigeria will rule ourselves
for ever, steps should be taken by the
Governments of the TIederation to for-
mulate a policy as to what to” do with
arfonymous correspondences. Until this is done,
the position of C'eirfs is not so safe as it looks.
It is the local government which is the basis
upon which the Government stands. It is this

local government which is attacked without’

any true reasons by irresponsible citizens who
sometimes call themselves Mallam Karambani.
What we want, Sir, is a definite ruling over this
matter.

The statement of having something to do in
connection with the Republican System of
Government, as far as the Chiefs and natural
rulers are concerned, is in itself a praise to the
Government of Northern Nigeria. I have to
thank both the elements of Government and
the Premier of Northern Nigeria. Our leaders

should think of makii(s use of experienced

clements, by this I mecan, graduates. But the
graduates should also try to acquirc experience
because degree without experince i equivalent
to illiteracy. I have rlot seen where Government
can err than this point when not fully considered.
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The Chief of Kuta, (Alhaji Ahmadu
Bahago): Mr President, Sir, I rice to speak on
the White- Paper, and '1lso to express my
gratitude to the Leaders® of 1 Nigeria and the
Premier for their efficient running of the
government. This good arrangement will make
life in Nigeria much better. The provisions in
the White Paper are such that might not
provoke violence after Nigeria has become a
Republic.  Provision, for the Judiciary is
something which will bring about peace for
the people. It is also my pleasure and gratltudc
to note the provision of electing a President in
the Republic of Nigeria. There is nothing bad
in it as it is now. Nigeria’s status after becoming
a Republic is something to be proud of. We
shall be more independent after the Republic.
I am therefore very thankful to the Government
of Nigeria. I am sure this constitution justifies.
the good intention of our Government. I pray
that on the Ist of October, the day Nigeria
becomes a Republic, our eyes ill be able to
witness it and  that’ peace ‘ay attend
such events.

The Chief of Borgu (Alhaji Muhammadu
Sani): Mr President Sir, I rise to praise the
Motion made by the Premicr about the Chiefs
because it concerns all of us, Emirs and Chiefs.
We should therefore be grateful to the Premier
and also be honest to hin. (Prolonged Laughter).

The Emir of Misau (Mallam Ahmadu
M.B.E.): Mr President, I rise to say something.
We thank God, the Premier and other Ministers
who drafted this Republican Constitution for

~Nigeria, because many people do not think

that this should be a cause for thanks. It is
thought that there would be an Executive
President. There is no fundamental change
from the system as it now stands. The Prime
Minister will be at the head of the Government
for the I'ederation while the Premiers will be
at the head of the Governments in the Regions
as it is now. I am sure that there is nothing
wrong with the White Paper. We are very
gmteful to the Premier for having taken away
our Chieftaincy matters from courts, which
is not the case in other Regions, We are very
grateful to the Premier and the Government.

The Chief of Jos (Mallam Rwang Pam):
Mr President. Sir, I rise to support the Motion
and proposals by our leaders in making a
Republican Constitution for Nigeria. Nigeria
becoming a Republic is not something very
new to ‘what it is now. Some months ago our
Leaders met in Lagos for a Conference to
make Nigeria a Republic. There are the
Prime Minister, the Regional Premiers and

A
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I would only add that this amendment could
have been made by order but it was thought
desirable to make the alteration by this Bill so
that the correct date could be incorporated in
the Law by the Law Revision Cominissioncr
when he arranges for this*Law to be printed at
the beginning of the Revised Edition of our
Laws, and everyonc will thercfore knaw casily
the date up to which the Revised Edition will
be effective.

Mr President, Sir, I beg to move.

" The Minister of Justice (Alhaji the hon.
Muhammadu Nasir): Sir, I beg to sccond.

Question proposed.

Question put and agreed 1o.
Bill immediately considered in  Comuniltee.

(House in Commitice)

Cléuses 1 and 2—agreed to.
Bill 1o be reported.

(House resumed)

Bill reported without amendment; read the
third time and passcd.

Interpretation (Amendment) Law, 1963

Bill ¢ntitled the Interpretation (Amendment)
"Order for second re«fxﬁ'mg—read.

The Premier (Alhaji the hon. Sir
Ahmadu Bello, K.B.E., Sardauna of Sokoto):
Mr President, Sir, 1 rise to move that the Bill
entitled the Interpretation (Amendment) Law,
1963, be read a second time. There are two
important aspects to this Bill. As it stands
section 27(a) of the Interpretation authorises
the Governor to appoint another Minister or
Parliamentary Secretary to perform the function
of another Minister when such Minister is
incapacitated from performing his function
because of illness, or because he is away from
Kaduna. Clause 3 of this amendment secks to
. enlarge the scope Of section 7(a). It means that
in future the Governor will pe able to authorisc
another Minister or a Parliamentary Secretary
or any other Member of the House of Assembly
to perform the functions of a Minister as well as
that of a Provincial Commissiorter in case of
illncss or absence. The purposc of Clause 3
is to simplify procedure and quicken public
business as at” present the procedure for
appointing an acting Provincial Commissioner
is cumbersome. I have no doubt that hon.
~ Members will welcome any measure that seeks
to speed up the conduct of public business in

this Region.
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N President, Sir, I heg to move that the Bill
be now read o sccond tine.

The Minister of Works (Alhaji the hon. -

Shehu Usman, Sarkin Maska): Mr President,
Sir, 1 beg to sccond.
Question proposed.

The Etsu Nupe  (Alhaji the hon. Shehu
Usman Sarki): Mr President, Sir, I rise to
support the Bill. In my opinion, I don’t think

it is necessaty that when a Minister is away

from his station on official duties another
Minister should be appointed. At the same
time when a Provincial Commissioner is away
from his Province, another K man should be
appointed to perform the duties in the Province,
But his mere absence from his office does not
require the appointment of another person. My
argument 1s that if the Commissioner is absent
from the whole Region—then that is another
different case of appointing someone instead.
For cxample if the Minister of Education goes
to Bida for inspection,. it miay bc necessary to
appoint another Minister to perform his duties.
I am not opposing the proposals, but I am
making an’ amendment. I am surc the hon,
Premier, knows about this, and therefore I
would Iike to’ have some clarifications.

The Emir of Zaria (Alhaji Muhammadu
Aminu): Mr President,-Sir, I rise to support
the Motion before the House. I am grateful to
the Premier, Alhaji the hon. Sir Ahmadu Bello,
for his good administration and ability. We
Emirs and Chiefs are always grateful for the
appointment of Provincial Commissioners.
Some people are thinking that the appointment
of Provincial Commissioners is lessening our
powers—that is not so at gll. Instead of lessening
our powers; it is increasing them.

The Premier: Mr President, Sir, I think
this is' not the right time for the Emir to
speak about the  Provincial Commissioners.

~ Mr President: I am grateful to the hon.
Premier. The hon. Chief would not speak about
the Provincial Commissioners as the matter has
got nothing to do with the Bill before the House.

The Premier: Mr President, Sir, I would
like to reply to some of the points raised by some
hon. Members with regard to the provisions
made in this Bill. These provisions are always
made to meet our. needs for emefgency.
Although it has been said that the Governor
can appoint anybody but that is not so. I do
recommend to the Governor any appointment,

“he only signs what I have recortmended. With
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