
































A s e WS A e

o L

B e e B T TR SRNPIIIN, TTY>) - (- L

o

435 . Presentation of Erskine May's

- Parliumentary Practice

to foster this democratic way of thought, to do
all we can to adapt it to the needs.of our
country and to ensure that its institutions do not
become mere empty forms from behind which
the forces of tyrann, can mislead the people
with meaningless slogfms ‘

It was to assist us in this task that in 1952
we formed in Northern Nigeria a branch ofthe
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association and
here today we give a ware: welcome to the
delegates of the United Kw,crdom Branch of
that Association. We value their presence with
us while we are celebrating the achievement of

‘Self-Government and we greatly csteem the

gift that they have brought with them. To me,
this book is symbolic of a pledge that from
the outset of our life as a Self-governing Region
the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association

‘stands beside us to encourage and assist us in

every way it can. Mr Spcaker, Sir, we welcome
that pledge and we appreciate and value the
gift which has been chosen to express it. This
famous book, written in the middle of the }ast
century, contains the accumulated wisdom of
700 years of parliamentary government—it is
the essential guide book to the practice of the
“Mother of Parhiaments” and thus, to the
practice of our own Legislature of the Northern
Region of Nigeria.-

~Mr Speaker, only the foolish will refuse to
learn from the wisdom of the past and I trust
that all our young men who wish to advance in
the, art of parliamentary government and
especially those whe are’ called to positions of
responsibility within the precincts of this Hon.
House will not hesitate to learn from these
pages and to ponder deeply upon their meaning.

‘In doing so. they will, T know, be fulfilling the

noble intentions of the givers of this book:
they will at the same time be ensuring that in
years to come the Legislaturc of the Northern
Region will maintain an honoured place among
the free Parliaments of those diverse countries
which go to make up the British Common-
wealth of Nations.

Mr Speaker, I.beg to move.

Mallam Ibrahim Imam (Yerwa Town
South): Mr Speaker, Sir, it 1s very unusual for
a Member {rom the Opposition Bench to second
a motion moved from the Government Bench
but, however, I feel very much honoured to
second the Motion so ably moved by the Hon.
Member opposite. Much as I agree with the
Mover of the Motion that the gift 1s of great
honour I stress the importance of the fact that
it is 4 token of goodwill and friendly relation
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that exists betwcen this country and Great
Britain. We are greatly indebted not only to the -
Parliamentary Delcpation who are now with us -

but also to the United Kingdom Branch of the
- Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, the

body they have the .:onour to represent today.
This famous book the- Lrskine May’s Parlia-
mentary Practice is often talked of as the Bible*,
of Parliament and is riferred to as the Holy
Book by some Parliaments.

Mr Speaker, the Hon. Members of this .
House are quite awarc of the Standing Order 75
of this House—that in cases of doubt the
Standing Orders of this House shall be in-
terpretted 1n like manner as any equi
Standing Orders of the Commons Ho
Parliament of Great Britain and Nor
Ireland. And as such it is therefore ess
that the members of this House should acc
themselves - with the British Parliame
Procedure which 1s the embodiment o
book just presented to this House..

But let us ask ourselves what constitute
British. Parliamentaty Procedure, the ideal- “t
which this House 1s required to sramirea
According to Lord Campion w
responsible to 14th and 15th ed
Erskine May and Introduction to the I
of Iousce of Comuions, that British I
tary Procedure’ is a combination
clements, firstly, the Traditional,
the Democratic and thirdly, the Rulir
Speaker. The Traditional Procedur

. practice of the House, that is, a body

and precedents which grew up during
and middle periods of Parliament. T
cratic procedure is the growth of the Jas
and 1s embodied in the Standing Ord
the Rulings of the Speaker are prese
future reference as precedents and t
important of thgse rulings. are incg
into- the successive cditions of Erskir
Parliamentary Practice.

Mr Speaker, it is 1 uc that successiy
of the House of Lummons have
invaluable services to Parliament by «
its practice and proccdure,

The members may be willing to ki
the first authoritative manual was
by Henry Elsynge who held office du
carly years of the Long Parliament, T
authority for the 17th Century procec
provided by Henry Scobell in his M
The standard authority on the 18th )
procedure was provided by John Hatsel in his-
‘Precedents’. 'The famous Treatise on the Law,
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447 Business Motion
to fear. I think that free elections, and a House
of this nature in which cvcrybody is prepared
.to say what he thinks, guarantees the future
happiness of this Region. No democracy can
be perfect. There are always things which
somebody objects to, and there always will
be. But so long as those objections have been
said in'_public, so long will the country retain
its. health. Honourable Members, I thank you
from the bottom of my heart for all that has
been said and for the kindness which I have
always received from you and I wish you success

and happiness in the future. And T wish my.

successors in this Chair all the good fortune
that they can have and the guidance that God
will give them. (Applause).

House suspended at five. minutes after twelve
noon. ‘

House resumed
(DEePUTY SPEAKER i1 the Chair)
"MOTION ELECTING NEW SPEAKER

Alhajl Muhammadu Danmallam
Wambai Katsina (Katsina East): Mr Deputy

Speaker, Sir, I rise to move the Motion standing -

'n my name on the Order paper:

That Alhaji Umaru ,Gwandu, NI.B.é., do
:ake the Chair of this House as Speaker.

Certain posts can be held by most persons,
sther posts can be held by some ptople but
‘here are few posts which can only be filled
fficiently by .the very few selected persons.
The post of the Speaker of the House of
\ssembly belongs to this last,category which
an -only be eﬁicxently ﬁlle\s by persons
yossessing certain exceptional qualities.
vost of Speaker requires among other things
deep knowledge and a clear "understanding
f the Parliamentary system. It requires con-
entration and tolerance and it also requires
rust worthiness and integrity of the highest
rder and, above all, the person to fill this
'ost must command respect. Alhaji Umaru
swandu possesses all these qualities to the
ery high degree and perhaps more than any
ther person we can think of. As the Clerk to
1e Legislature from the beginning up to the
present moment, he has worked exceedingly
well and to the satisfaction of cverybody. He
has set a high standard which every Northerner
should follow in different branches of the
Government service, 'The post of the Speaker
will not be new to Alhaji Umarae Gwandu,

for all these years he has been closely associated
with the out-going Speaker, a Gentleman
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who appreciates our way of life and alwidvs
trying for thé progress of our peopl

“the Region as well.

Lastly, Nr Deputy Speaker, - I w
have full confidence in Alhaji Umaru

,and by saying so I am merely voiciny

opinion of the cntire Members of th
and of the thousands of people all
country.

Mr Deputy $peaker, as' this M
non-controversial, I need not waste
of the House. So I /eg to move. (4

Mallam Bala .lefi (Kaduna
Territory): Mr Deputy Speaker, (4
It is not surprising for me to second thy
moved by the last speaker. We,
Opposition Benches always suppor
which are worthwhile and give our
immediately as occasion permits, I
support the Motion that Alhaji Umaru
should be' made the Speaker of this
We of the opposition have tried Alhaj
Gwandu on so may occasions to see wk
is partial but have found him-a man
standing and impartiality and we
find him lacking in any way. We fou
he was doing his work honestly and e:
Also, if we refer to the h1story of Alhaj
.Gwandu, we will find that he is tl
suitable person for *he post. Alhaji
Gwandu has two qualities which m:
most suitable to be the Speaker of this
Iirstly, he has Arabice education,
which he learnt a lot about the peo
their way of life and, secondly, he has
education and he is the first ,Northe
hold the post of the Clerk to this Ho

~ knows how to run the House very w

therefore, Mr Deputy Speaker he «
the post. "We have odly one thing to aj
Alhaji Umaru Gwandu, it is on twc
that the Government brought forwarc
any body has been very observant he
that they are all useful things. If we ©
history of this Region we shall fir
originally it was Shchu Usman Dan
and Shehu Abdullahi who ran the af
this country and if we can turn our face
other hand we shall find that it is so
from that family who is now the: Pre
the Northern Region, and scrutinisi
most critically, we shall also find that the man
proposcd to hold this post of the Speaker
also comes from the same family. We people of
this country are always proud (applause) of
the administrative foundation laid by -these
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[Hon. Arzajr Mustars MONGUNO]

{from the Public.Service; it will be a personal

«

This is the point I had in mind, as
probably be aware, the longer one
:he Service, the greater pension when

‘retires. | am now éntltled toa pen51on'

(am 45.-

cgard to the quution of future bl’ltUb
:onditions of service of the Speaker, I

t is entirely a matter for thie Govern-
d this House. I am taking this
ient not for menetary gain. (Applause).

regard to the point raised by Mr
iy I should like to say this, it is up to
sition to make itseif effective (Applause)

may give a little advice I am doing so.

arliamentary Pfocedure. The Opposi-
Id only make i1tself effective by
ive criticism and. also by a method.
should use the Parhamentary term
known ‘as the usual ‘channel’ and I
vetter explain the term which, I am
say, has not been used before. The
" the Opposition should contact the
the Government and discuss matters
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and that is what we .call the ‘usual channel’.

The Whips of the Opposition should be in.

contact with the Whips of the Government,
in order to find out more about things and to
avoid the Opp051t10n being ridiculed: in the
House.

- Honourable imembers,
more for your, patience for having stayed too
long to sce me take the Chair of this House.
I wish you very ’Ylfe return to your respective
homes. Allah ya scedamu da Alhert,

ADJOURNMENT

The Minister of . Social Welfare and
Co-operatives (Hon. Michael A. Buba)

- (Waziri of Shendam): Mr Speaker Sir, I rise

to move that the House now adjourn sine die.

Motion made, and question proposed that the
House do mnow adjourn. (Minister of Social
Welfare and Co-operatives, Hon. Michael A.
Buba, Wazm of Shendam). . -

Question put and agreed to.

House accordingly adjourned sine die at

1.55 p.m.

I thank you once.
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