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HOUSE ·oF- ASSEMBLY 
ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS 

(Returned at the General Election, October-No·vember, 1956). 

ELECTED MEMBERS 

A 
Abdulkadiri, Alhaji, District Head, Dekina 

; -
Abdulkadiri, Alhaji, Sarkin Giade 

· Abdullahi, Alhaji Maje, Turakin Kano 
Abdullahi, Mallam, D'lnburam, District Head, J ada 
Abdulmumini, Mallam 
Abubakar, Alhaji, Alkalin Alkalai, Sokoto 
Abubakar, Alhaji, .Dokaji 

1 
11 • 

Adamu, Mallam, District H t ad, Duguri 
· Ahamadu, Alhaji Shehu, o.B.E., Madakin Ka.no 
Ahamadu, Mallam Ardo Malabu 

· Ahamafl, Alhaji, Galadiman:Pategi 
Ahmed, · Mallatn Sama'ila, Sarkin Tsabta Zaria 
Ajayi; Mr S. A. . 
Alkali, Abba Dan 
'Allam, Mr Joseph D . 
Aliyu, Alhaji, Q.B.E., lVJakaman Bida 
Aliyu, M.allam Magajin Garin Sokoto 
Aminu, Mallam Dan Iya 
Anache : Alhaji Abdu 

B 
Baki, Alhaji Othman Ladan 
Bashar, Mallam Muhammadu, Wambai, Daura 
Basharu, Mallam, Maid.J-!guri · 
Bello, Sir Alhaji Ahmadu, K.B.E. , C.B .E., Sardaunan Sokoto · 
Bello, Mallam Muharnrnadu , Sm·kin Gandu 
Bello, ·Mallam Marafan Asara 
Boyi, Mallam Muhammadu, District Head, Gwoza 
Buba, Mr Michael Audu 

c . 
Cigari, Mallam S.hehu 

Dalhatu, Alhaji Bida 
Danbntoma, Mallam Baba 
panmalam, Alhaji Muhammadu, Wambai Katsina 
Dantata, Alhaji Ahmadu -

· Dasuki, Mallam Ibrahim, Marafan Gada 
Davies, Mr J. B. 
Demsa, Mallam Ibrahim, Dan Iya, Adamawa 
Didam, Mallam, Kagoro · · 
Dingyadi, Mallam f1uhammadu San~, Mak!it?an So.koto 
Dodo Mallam Muhammadu, Kara·mm Alkali, Katsma 

' ' Diso, Alhaji Mamudu 
Dzungwe, Mr Ako 

E 
Ekurin, Mr J. G . • 

F 

. - Fakai, Mallam M~hammadu, Sarkin Gobir, Bayawa 
_ Farouk, Mall am N dagi · 
Fatika, Malla:m Ahamadu, Sarkin Mal;:1mai 
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ALPHABETICAL -:LIST OF MEMBERS 

'·' - . G 
C ashash, Mallam Ibrahim lVI usa 
( ; da, Mr Buge . · ·· 
c; reenfield,. Mr K . G. 
(;v,:amna, Alhaj i Isyaku 

l Iabib, Mallam Abba 
J { a~him, Alhaji Tijjani 

' t iassan, Alhaji Makaman Abt1j a 
fT inton,.Mr Donald · 

· ( J di, ,Mallam Muhammadu · 

\.rahim, Alhaji, \i'Vazirin G umr l . 
ll >rahfm, Mnllnm, StiJH.:rvi Ho r ()I' WorkH, Bitt 
l Llrisa, Mallam Maina 
r dfisu, Mallam, Tafidan Adamawa 
Imam; 'Mallam Baba ·Kura 
! n~a:rr, Mall am Ibrahim 
T ndioi:hwer ,· Mr I a cob Mbaakar 
f nuwa, Alhaji Muhammadu , C aladiman Kana 

·r sa, Alhaji Kaita, Madakin Katsir.a 
1 yorker, Mr Macdonald Dzungwenen 

. ' 
1 a'a,far, · Mallam Abdullahi 
I ar£ata, Mallam· Audu 

.I at~\1, Mallam G\'Vani 

H 

I 

J 

; bif, Mallam Daura 
·r · · . K 

. ·~ :ll?·ir, Mallam Muhammadu, Ciroman Katagum 
. ; as~im, Alhaji Harun,a . 
Keffi, Mallain Bala . 
IZwa:iranga, Mallam Muhammadu, Cirom~n Combe 
IZ yariJ Mall am Main a .Abba · 

·~ " 
I ,a'a;o, Mallam Ibrahim 
f ,awal, Alhaji MuhammJdu, District Head, 
f _,im-~m, Alhaji Usman, -Sarkin M usawa 
Lot, Pastor· David • . 

L 

Yandaka 

f M 
:\l4ccido, Alhaji Muhammadu·, Sarkin Kudu 
:\, Iahiru, Mallam Shehu · 
, Iahmud, Mallam Ibrahim 
\Taihaja, Mallam Yunusa . 
:\'lai_kano, Mallam Abdullahi, Dutse, \'Y jDaji 
~1ahga, Mallam Jibirin . . 
:\1l aito, Alhaji Sulain:anu · 

· Yiaiwada, Alhaji _ · · · 
:\Ialabu, Mallam Bello, Madavvakin Adamawa 
\1amiso, Mr Edimond B. 
:\'Iasta, ·Mallam Abba . 
:\1J'azu, Alhaji , District Head, Ru ma 
:\1u'azu, Mallam, Lamido 
'.1Jhamtnad, Alhaji, Musa, Magajin Gar1 
. 1.~~ammadu, Alhaji, Magajin Frarin Kazaure 
:\ I~hammadu, Mallam, Yarim:v Combe 
:vr~hammadu, Sarkin Ayyuka , Sokoto . 
VI~~a, Alhaji, Sarkin Danko a 
:\1ustafa, AlhaJi Mungtfno L . 
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ALP! I,\J3 ET1Ci\L L IST OF ME l\ l lJ l·: RS 

N 
Nabegu, Alhaji Ali . 

. Nadada, Alhaji M uhammadu Sada, District Head Kankiya 
Nadanko, Mallam Usmar1 
Nahannun Dama, MaUam Baba 
Nayaya, Mallam Jibir 
Nur1ku, Alhaji Mu'azu Gambo 

Obekpa, Mr Abutu 
Ogbadu , Mr D aniel 
Ohikere, Mr G : U. 

· Ojeba, Mr R. B. . 
Olawoyin, Mr J. S,-
Orjime, Mr Vinc~nt Igbarumun 

Sanusi, Alhaji Ado 
Shatambaya, Mal am'Adamu 
Shehu, Malla:m, Marafan Bunza 
Shettima, Alhaji.Yakubu 
Shua, Mallam Abba Kyari 
Sidi, Mallam Maude Ahamadu, Gyani 

0 

s 

Sikkam, Mallam Abubakar, Ma'ajin Tangale-Waja 
Soba, Mallam Ango 
Sule, Mallam; Gaya 
Sulaiman, Mallam Usman 

T 
Tela, Mallam Han1.na 
Tijjani, Mallam Ahamadu, Kurawa 
Tureta, Mallam J 1uhammadu, Turakin Sokoto 

. Uba, Alhaji Ringim 
Ubandoma, Mallam Muhammadu 
Ukpabi, Mr Ajene 
Umani, Alhaji, .Sarkin Iil'uJa.ni, J a'idanawa 
Umaru, Mallam Yola , 
Usman, lVIukaddam, Distric~ Head Yerwa 
Usman, Mallam, District Head Dange 
Usman, Mallam GaladimaFl Maska 
Usman, Mallam Shehu, Sarkin Daji 

Wuyep, Mr Gabriel 

u 

w 
y 

Yakubu, Mallam, La e, Magajin Garin Bauchi 
Yusufu,, Alhaji, Galadiman Hadejia 
Yusufu , Mallam Tanko 

Official Member 
Marshall, Q.C., H . H. (Attorney-General) 

Absent 
Baki, Alhaji Othman Ladan (Katsina Town) 

· ' 

Boyi, Mnllnm Muh:11nrnndu, DiHtrict Jicncl G wozn (Dikwn South) 
Mahi'ru, Mallam Shchu (Zaria Urban) 
Tela, Mallam Haruna (Kaura Namoda) 
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OFFICERS OF THE LEGISLATURE 

Speaker Hous~ of Ass·embly : C. R. Niven Esq., c.M:c ., M.C. 

Deputy Speaker.House of Assembly: Honourable Alhaji Shehu Ahmadu, C.B .E., M .H. A .. 
. ' . 

THE GOVERNMENT 
(Formed hy the HonouraMe Jlllwj i S'ir A lmwdu Bello, K:B.E. , Sardmm,a of Solw to Fn December, 1956) . . 

· Pr~mier, The Hono'urable Alhaj i Sir AJ:lmadu Bello , i<:.B.E., M .H.A. , 

Attorney-General , The Honourable H. H. Marshall , Q.C., M .H.A. • t 
1 

The Minister of Finance, Honourable Alhaji Aliyu, o .B.E. , Makaman B1da, M .H.A. 

-'Tihe .M inister of Educatioft, Honourable Alhaji Isa Kaita, O.B.E., Madakin ~atsina, M.H.A. 

T lie Minister of Trade and Industry, Honourable Abba Habib, M.H.A. 

T he M inister of Works, Honourable G. U. Ohikere, M.H.A. • 

'L'.lie M inister of Land and .Sti rvey, Honourable I. M. Gashash, M~H .A . 
T he Minister for Local Government, Honourable .Abdullahi Maikano Dutse, M.H.A. 
T he 'Minister of Health, H.onourah le Alh aji Ahman Pategi, Galadimal). Pategi , M.H.A. 

T he• Minister of Agriculture, Hoi1ourable Alhaji Mustafa Mongono, M.H.A. 
r~ ;:~e Minist~r of Animal He<il ~h and Forestry, and for NortJ:lern Cameroons Affairs, Honourable 

Abdullah1 Dan Buram J ada, M.H.A . · · 

'Ifhe _Minister of Social Welfare and Co-operatives, Honourable Michael A. Buba, ,M.'H.A • . 

1j'h~ Minister of Internal Affairs, Honourable Shehu Usman, M.H .- A. 

1f)1e Minister 'of State, Honourable Mu'azu Lamido, M.H.A . 
firhe;Minister of State, Honoutable Muhammadu Kabir, M .H.A. 

:J?,He M inister. of State,· Honoutable D. Ogbadu, M.H.A. 
T he Minister of State, H onourable A. Ohekpa, M .H. A. 

Parliamentary Secretaries 

T he Parliamentary Secretary to the Premier-Honourable S. A. Ajayi, M .H. A. 

· T lie·'P.arliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Health- Honourable N dagi Faruk, M.H.A. 

T he Parliamentary Se.cretary to the Minister of Social Welfare and Co'-operatives-· Honourable 
· ·Edmond Mamiso, M.H. A. (J . • · 
T he Parliamentary Secretary ~) the Minister of Land and Survey-Honourable Sule Gaya, M.H.A. 

T-he Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister . of Finance-Honourable Ahmadu Fatika, M .H.A. · 

T he Parliamentary Secretary to !rl1e M inister for Local Government-Honourable Muhammadu 
• Bashar, M .H.A.. · 

· T.he P~rliamentary Secretary to the M inister of Trade and Industry-Honourable Tanko Yusuf u, 
M.H.A . . . . 

T he farliamentary Secretary to. the Min ister of Internal Affairs-Honourable Alhaji. Tijjani ' 
. Hashim, M.H.A. · · . 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the M inister of Animal Health, Forestry and Northern Cameroons 
·· ,'Affairs-Honourable Mu'azu Gambo Nunku, M.H.A. 

T he Parliamentary Secretary to the M inister of Wo'rks-Honourable Ibrahim Blu, M.H.A. ' -. 

T.he Parliamentary .Secretary to the. Minister .of Agriculture-Honourable Usman Sulaim~nu, · 
( '' M .H.A. . . · 
( \.he Parliamentary Secretary to the M inister of Education- Honourable D alhatu Bida, M.H .A. 

Government Chief Whip 

Alhaji Usman Lima_n, M.H.A., Sarkin M usawa 

·' Government Whips 

Aj~haji Ma]e Abdullahi, M.H .A. ,'· Turakin Kano 
~Jh?ji Hassan Abuja, M .H .A. , \!Iakaman Abuja 
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COMMITTEES OF THE NORTHERN HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 
APPOINTED ' PURSUANT TO STANDING ORDERS OF THE - HOUSE • 

v (SC12ond Legislature : Third Session, 1959-1960) 
/) . 

A. Committee o(•Selection 

Speaker-Chairman 
Attorney-Genera! 
Minister of Finance 

. Minister of Education . 
Mallam Aliyu, Magajiri Garin Sokoto 

. Mallam Maude Gyani 

Standing 0r4ers Committee 
Attorney-General 
Mallam Ibrahim Imam 
Alhaji' Shehu Ahmadu, o.B.E., Madakin _Kana 
R. B. Ojeba, Esquire · 

Public Petitions Committee 
Speaker-Chairman 
Attorney-General · 
Alhaji Usuman Mukadclam 
Mallam Suma'ila Ahmed 
Alhaji Y akubu Shetima 
Alhaji Muhammadu Dodo 
Alhaji Sulemanu Maito 
Mallam Maude Gyani 
Alhaji Abubakar; Alkalin Alkalan Sokoto 
Mallam Adamau, Sarkin' Duguri 
Alhaj~ Jibir Daura, Magatakardan Kana 
Pastor David Lot 

· House Committee 

· The Chairman-The Honourable Alhaji Isa 
Kaita, o.B.E., M<>.dawakin Katsina 

Mallam Abdullah1 J a'afar 
Mallam Ibrahim Demsa Dan Iya 
Mallam Ibrahim Mahmud 
Mallam Aliyu, Ma.g~jin Garin Sokoto 
Mr J. B. Davies, O.B.E. • 

Mallam Usuman Nadanko, N~agajin Garin 
Zuru 

Public Accounts Joint Committee 
Mr Vincent I. Orjime 

. - Mallam Idirisu, Tafidan Adamawa 
. Mallam Yakubu Lame, Magajin Garin Bauchi 
Alhaji Abdu Anace, Magajin Garin Kontagora 
Alhaji Sada N a dada, Kankiya 
Alhaji Muhammadu, Magajin Garin Kazaure 

Standing Committee 'A' 
Alhaji Abdulkadiri, Sarkin Dehna 
Alhaji Abdulkadiri, ~arkin Giade 

. Alhaji Maje Abdullahi, Turakin Kana 
Alhaji Abubakar, t lkalin Alkalan Sokoto 
Alhaji Abubakar, Dokaji t 

Alhaji Abubakai-, M.B.E., Madawakin Sokoto 
Mallam Adamu, Sarkir.1 Duguri · · · 
Alhaji Shehu Ahmadu, O.B.E., Mada\vakin Kana 

' /) . 
I , 

Mall am· Ahmadu i\..rdo· Malabu 
' Mallam Abba Alkali 

Mr Joseph D. Allam · 
Mallam Aliyu, M agajin Garin Sokoto · 
Mallam Aminu, Dan Iya 
Alhaji Abdu Anace, Magajin Garin Kontagora 
Alhaji Othman L aclan Baki . · 

. Mallam Basharu lVIaicluguri. · . ~~ 
Alhaji Mahmmucl Diso 
Mallam Bello, M arafan Asara 
Mallam Muhammaclu Bovi, M.B.E., Galadiman 

Gwoza .. i 

Mallam Shehu 'Cigari 
Mallam Baba Dankantoma 
Alhaji Muhammadu _ Danrnal.lam, 

•I 

_-Wambat 
• . . 1j . '• Katsina 

1 
Ma1lain Muhammadu Bello, Sarkin Gandu 
Alhaji Ahmaclu D<ll ltata 
Mallam Ibrahim D asuki, Marafan Gada "/' \ 
Mr J. B. Davies, o .B.E. : 1 
Mallam Ibrahim Demsa, Dan Iya _ . _. \ 1 _ 

Mallam Muhammaclu Sani :Oingyadi, Makama# .. ) 
Sokoto · ' • · 

Alhaji Muhammadu Dodo . . • 
Mallam Muhammadu Fakkai, Sarkin Gobir • 
Mallam Ibrahim Imam 
Mallam Shehu M ahiru 
Mallam Bala Keffi 
Mallam Abdulmumini 
Mallam Ango Saba 
Alhaji Ishaku Gvvamna 

, Q ' -
Stan-ding Committee 'B' 

Alhaji Hassan, M :h-aman Abuja 
Alhaji Ibrahim, \ '!J_tirin Gumel . 
1\'I:allam Maina Idrisa · • 
l\ fallam Idirisu, T afidan Adamawa 
l\ [allam Baba Kura Imam · 
A lhaji Muhammadu Inuwa, M.B.E., Galadiman~'j 

Kano · · -·,· 
Mallam Abdullahi J a' afar 
Mallam Abdu J arL1ta 
lVIallam Gwani J a tau '\! 

Alhaji Jibir Daura, Magatakardan Kana · · ,~ ··-~· .· 
Mr K. G. Greenfield · r 
Alhaji Haruna Kassim 
Mallam Mi..1hammadu Kwairanga, Chirornan 

Gombe 
Mallam Maina Abba Kyari 
Alhaji Muhammadu . Lawai, District ·Head,· 

Yandaka 
Alhaji Usuman· Lim ar1, Sark_in•Musawa 
Pastor David Lot · ~ 
Alhaji . Muhammadu Macddo, S'lrkin Kudu, 
Mallam· Yunusa M aihaj a 
Mallam jibirin Mairig~. 
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COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE Vlll · 

. .A.lhaji Maiwada Kano· 
lYiallam Bello Malabu, Madawakin Adamawa 
Mallam Abba Masta 

·. Alhaji Mu'azu, Sarkin Ruma 

:Alhaji · Musa Muhanmiadu,. Magajin Garin 
Bussa · · 

Alhaji Muhammadu, Magajin Garin ·Kazaure 
. ·Mall am Muhammadu,· Yerirp'{l n Gombe 

Alhaji Musa, Sarkin Danko V 
W-Ir Didam Kq.goro 
~allam Buge Gda 
l,Wr M;acdonald D:. Iyorkar 
M r Vmcent I. OrJlme 
·Mr Aka Dzungwe 
'i 
, Standing Committee 'C' 

.Alh~ji Ali N abegu , 
Alhaji Muhamrr:tadu Sada Nadada, Kankiya 

~l\iiallam Usuman Nadanko, . Magajin Garin 
·.tZuru · 
Mallam Aliyu Baba. N ahannun Dama 

rfialla~ Jibi.r·.Nayaya 
i ,vir R: B. Ojeba 
~ );1allain Muhammadu Hurdi 
. ·· 'l 'l allnm Suma'i ln Ahmed, Sarkin 'fsnbt:t 

lYfallam Adamu Shatambaya 
lVIallam Shehu, Marafan Bunza 
~ . . . 

Alhaji Yakubu Shettima 
Mallam Abba Kyari Shua 
Mallam Abubakar Sikkam, ·Ma'ajin Tangale 

Waja 
Mallam Muhammadu Sokot;, \iVakilin Ayyuka 
Mallam Ahmadl.1 Tijjani Kurawa 
l\1allam Muhammadn Ttu·eta, Turakin Sokoto 
Alhaji Uba Ringim ' . . · .· 
Mallam Muhammadu Ubat; doman Muri 
Mr 'Ajeme Ukpabi. . 
Alhaji Umaru, Sarkin Fulani J a'idanawa 
Mall am U maru Y ala 
Alhaj1 Usman, Mukaddam 
Mallam Usuman, Sm·kin Gabas . 
Mallam Shehu Usuman, Sarkin Daj~n L;.fia , 
Mr Donald I-Iinton 
Mallam Yakubu Lame, Magajin Garin B::mchi 
Alhaji Yusufu, Galad1man Hadej1a 
1\:Ir Gabnel Wuyep 
Mallam Ibrahim Mahmud 
Mr J. G. Ekunrin 
Mr J. S. Olawoyin 
Mall am· Gwani J a tau 
Mallam Maude Gyani 
M:tll:tlll I hr:thim I ,a':tro 
J\l haji ~~dcmanu Maito 
Mr Joseph D. Allam 

LIST OF STAFF OF THE HOUSE 

Clerk to the Legislature: 
.• . 

Alhaji Umaru Gwandu, M .B. E. · 
l . 
' Clerk Assistant I: 

Vacant 

Clerk Assista~t II: 
Mallam Abdullahi K. Muhammadu 
~I 

· ·1 • Editor (Hansard): 
~ . 

M.allam Mukhtar A. Tahir 
. i· 

1. · .Executi've Offic·ers (Acting) 
I 

G;~neral Duties-Mallam M. 0. Shu'aibu 
E.i.riance-Mallam Dahirua Y el~va 

Sergeant-At-Arms: 

J)..bdullahi Mon.gu, R:.s.M., ~.E.M. 

Interpreter /Translators: 

l.Vi:.a1Iam Ibrahim Fari 
:M:allam San i Bala 
Mallam 8ulaiman Adamu Wase 

/I 

IViaUam Saba U sman 
M allam Gidado I~ris 

'·!1 

EngHsh Reporters: 
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Lawal Rafin Dadi 
Mallam Isa Doko 
Sani Rafin Dadi 

Yahaya Mohammed 
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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY D-EBATES 
OFFICIAL REPORT . . . 

IN THE SECOND MEETING OF THE THIRD SESSION OF THE SECOND 
.LEGISLATURE OF THE NORTHERN.REGION OF NIGERIA APPOINTED 
TO MEET IN THE MONTH OF MAY, 1959, IN THE COUN CIL 

" ,, 
I, 

CHAMBER, LUGARD HALL 

FOYRTH SERIES VOLUME VI . 
SIXTH VOLUME OF SERIES 1959 

I 
I· 
·I 

HOUSE OF. ASSEMBLY 
NORTHERN NIGERIA 

111onday, l8.tli May , 1959 
The House met at 10.80 a.m. 

PRAYERS · 
·. ( M R SPEAKE in· the Chair) 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
Mr Speaker: I \vel come hon. Members 

back to Kaduna from their homes once more. 
·!'have been informed that a delegation from 

the Commonwealth Parliamentary As8ociation 
·awaits . outside this, Chamber. This 'delegation, 
which consists .of the Earl De La Warr, 
Mr D eedes (a Conservative Member),. and · 
Mr Elwyn Jones (a Labour Member) . have 
been asked to come to U? here, :to this House. 
Is it the pleasure of the House that I instruct 
the · Sergeant-at-Arms tto escort them hither? 

i· (Assent). 

!. PRESENTATION OF ERSKINE MAY'S 
PARLIAMENTARY PRACTICE 

(Earl de la Warr, Mr Deede;, and Mr Ef<wyn 
Jones entered the Chamber in pr,ocession led by 
the Sergeant-at-Arms). ' 

Rt. Hon. Earl De la Warr, G.B.E.: 
l\!I r Speaker_, Sir; hon.lVIembers, not one of us 

~ who are privileged to be present at this historic 
ceremony. c:i'n fail to be moved by its deep 
symbolism and significance. In this volum~ 

·are enshrined the customs, traditions, and 
rules of what has been called the Mother of 
Parliaments. Certainly whatever faults or 
virtues may be ascribed to that august lady, 
none can accuse her of lack of fertility (laughter), 
for there is ·not a corner of the world where 
you will not find one of her . children. But just 
as in life children are never the exact replica of 
their parents, so in every case the Parliaments 
of our Commonwealth of Free Nations have 
assumed the form and complexion suitable. to 
each area and people. Above all, to he alive 
they must 'be flexible. Even with us at home, 
after centuries of growth, we still grow and 
change. 

Thus, Mr . SpCQI.ker, I was happily able to ! 
reply to one of . you 'who claimed_ that you j 

already possessed an Erskine May: "Ah, · but I 
this is the very lat:O edition, ·and although I' 

doubtless you have read every word of your ji 
older edition, you must now start afresh if yoU:·. I 
wish to be completelY. up to date!" (Laughter) 
Also, the rules and regulations are, of course 'I' 

not the same for the two Houses. The House 
of Lords, as will doubtless be equally· tr~e of .· .a 
the House of Chiefs here, with its natural ' 
feelings of heredita~y dignity and sense o( 
order, has rather less need 'of strict rules and; · 
regulations than what we, in our pride ap.d ' , · 
arrogance, like to speak of as the Lower House. 
(Laughter). · · ' · 

Mr Speaker, when we hand over this , 
symbolic .gif.t from the British Houses of , , 
Parliament, we shall d~ so inspired by the · J 
know.ledge that betvyeen the . ~?vers of . this ;'L 
seemmgly dry-as-dust volume . hes one of ·the . ., 
secrets, not merely ?f the maintenance, ~out . ~ ,j , 1 

of the growth of thc ),British Commonwealth, I 
the only Empire in ; the long history of ~he . · - ~ ( 
world that has quite . deliberate-ly transformed · ~ 
itself into a Commomvealth of Free Nations,. ·,i .. 
each with its·· ovvn Par.liament. ·. ·· 

Ecconomic interest, trade', commerce, . 
. external security, the 'common heritage of the <·' 

Common, Lawi and above all, ·the Crown; all ·., 
play their part in building up qur sense of '. 
unity. But high up in that hono.urable list 
must come the growth of an .organic entity that · 
can express the will and the traditions of the· 
people. That entity is Parliament. And so, 
to your Parliament, composed as it is,like ours, 
of two great Chambers, we shall hand this 
Bible of our own British Parliament, signed 
the Lord Chancellor, the Speaker, the Prime 
Minister, and by the Leader of the Opposition. 
Vve do so with our good wis.he_s .and · our 
earnest prayers for the continued growth of 
that sense of responsibility, · dignity, and 
tolerance of which we have been made so 
conscious since coming to yo ur great territory, 
and which we have ·learned through centuries 
of experience are essential foundations of all 
true liberty and all true independence. · . . 

," ... ~ 

: 1 
\ I 
':,) . 
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i. Mr Elwyn"Jones,Q.C., M.P.: Mr Spe~ker, and we will return there with most vivid and 
and hon. Members, it m'...lst be a umque . happy memories of your . gr~at fr.ieridliness 
experience for a . M ember of the !"fouse of and of your wongerful hospitahty. 
Commons like myself, on a parliamentary The Minister of Finance (Hon. Alhaji · 
occasion, to follow .a noble Lord who comes ~liyu, C.B.E. Makarna of Bida): ~r Speaker, 

·from a place which . we, .in the ~-Iouse of Sir, It is with gre •}t pleasure that I nse to move: 
CofD.rnons, are content to refer to as " ano_ther That this Hous't, cxpresses on ·behalf of the 
·place". (Laughter) .. It is perhaps _equally umque Legislature of the Northern Reg~o~ of Nigeria 
for a Labour .Member" of Parliament to find its sincere thanks a:od appreciatiOn to the 
himself in complete agreement with a · ~onser- United Kingdom Branch of the Common-

. . Y.ative Peer. (Loud Laughter and A_pplause). wealth Parliamentary · Association for the 
.Mr Speaker, I . can ohly_ des~nbe this friendly gift o! a specially \1ound and inscribed 
phenomenon as· another mamfestatwn of the . · copy of Erskine May's "Parliamentary Practice" 

· .many-sidedness of truth .. ·. ! · . on the occasion ; of the attainment of Self-
.· . . I have only this to add · to what the noble Government by this Region. 

·;'Lord has said. We as Parliamentarians have to · . Sir, a'S Minister respon~ibl<:! for the _finances 
i rec0gnise that in these turbulent times. a of this Region, I have on many ·occasiOns had 
hnumber . of countries . have forsaken Parha- cause to thank the united Kingdom for · the 
' menfary Government --and the rule of law. I assistance gi~en to us through the agency of 
t believe that this defection is only tempora:y. the Colonial Development and . Welfare Acts, . 

, :But it. has brought' home! to us as Parha- totalling over the years many mi~lions of poun_ds. 
· · mentarians the· simple fad that we shall be But, Sir, great though these g1fts are, I thm_k · 
· Judged bJ: the ext~X:t to w~ich we are able to that no one here today will argue with me If 

. - improve the cond1t10ns of ;our people. There I say that the greatest g~ft which the people 
· will, of course, be ciifferences of opinion as to of the United Kingdom nave conferred on . us 
' how t his is to be done. That is why for the is the gift qf the modern democratic way of 

. tiine being, Mr Speaker, I am a ruember of thinking and its ~mbodiment. in the parlia-
H er Majesty 's Opp.~sition. (Laughter). It also mentary form of Governm~nt. · · 

. · explains why my' · disti !Q uished colleague, Now, Sir, it would not,be true to say th~t no 
Ivir Deedes, sits on the G :ernment Benches. such form of government has ever ex1sted 

. (Laughter). That ~~ why, in what I 5~P~?se, I in Northern Nigeria. For centuries before the 
may describe. as our House ~f Ch1efs , the destinies of this Region ~ were linked with 
noble Lord sits on the Government Benches, and those of Great Britain, Chiefs and Emirs ruled, 

, why 'noble L~rds of equal integrity sit on the not as isolated monarchs, but with the q.dvice 
other side. I hope, Mr Speaker, that as a result and sometimes under the restraint of .th~ir 
of the next General Election this order will be , councils and traditional advisers . These advisers 
reversed ! (Loud laughter and Applause). were not elected but since they occupied 
~· But·, Mr Speaker, whether it is 'or not, we traditional places on the Chief's Council they 
three are all united in this belief, that the parlia- . were usually trusted by the P.eople and regarded 
1 entary system of . G()vernment is the most to some extent by them ·as their representatives. 
sensible, the most practical, and the most just W<fY The change when it came . was not a change 

. for civilised and free men to conduct their poli- from autocracy to democracy but from .an old 
{ \ tical affairs. ·we are delighted that in this ancient traditional type of democracy, viorking largely 
1 ) land you too have decided to· embark upon by instinct, to modern democracy yvorking . 
. , . .- -the road of parliament:1l'y democracy, whose through the . elective principle and embodied 

basic principles were, if I may say so, so nobly in the. forms of parliamentary government. 
expressed by the Premier th is morning, · Thus, the new has -growh out of the old, the 
. On behalf of t~e United Kingdom branch of modern from the traditional, and to those who 
the Commoiw;realth Parliamentary Association, hold the view that the domocratic . form of 
we pni.y for God's bles'sings upon your government is a fore1gn form, imposed willy-

~1 endeavours. We wish you success in your work nilly on us by Great Britain, I wpuld say : 
lffor your great Region and for the great contribu- "study the form of government which obtained 
l:tion you will make to the future of the great before the arrival of the British· and you 
!~ Federation of Nigeria. I assure you, Mr Speaker, will find reason to revise your views." 
;! that we in Westminster will watch your In this year of Self-Government, therefor~, 

·+progress with underst~nding and with sympathy we .should make up our minds to do our utmost 
,,238 . . 

- ., 



. Presentation of Erskine !..1 ay' s 
. - Parliamentary PracJ-ice 

18 MAY 1959 Presenlo t; un of E rskine M ayls 
.· Parliu 111en tary P1;actice 

to foster this democratic way of thought, to do 
all we can to adapt it to the needs . of our 
country and to ensure tbat its institutions do not 
become mere empty forms from behind which 
the forces of tyranr :<_;· can mislead the people 
with meaningless slogans. · 

It was to assist us in this task that in .1952 
,we formed in Northern Nigeria a branch o~the 
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association and 
here today we give a war.~1 welcome to the 
delegates of the United Ki~~,gdom Branch of 
that Association. We value their presence wi th 
us while'\ve are celebrating the achievement of 

·Self-Government ar1d we greatly esteem the 
gift that they have brought with them. To me, 
this bo0k 'is symbolic of a pledge that from 
the outset of our life as a Self-governing Regi9n 
the Commonwealth .Parliamentarv Association 

·stands beside us to encourage and assist us in 
every way it can. Mr Spe'aker, Sir, we welcome 
that pledge· and we appreciate and value the 
'gift which .has been chosen to express it. This 
famous book, written in the middle of the l-ast 
century, contains · the accumulated wisdom of 
700 years of parliamentary government-it is 
the essential guide book to the practice of the 
"Mother of Parliaments" and thus, to the 
practice of our own Lcgisbturc of th e Northern 
Region of Nige ria .. 

. Mr Speaker, only the foolish will refuse to 
learn from the wisdom of the past and I trust 
that all our young men who wish to advance in 
the . art of parliamentary government and 
.especially those whG are· call~d to positions of 
responsibility within the precincts of this Hon. 
House will not hesitate to learn from these 
pages and to ponder deeply upon their meaning. 
In ,doi,ng so. they will, I know, be fulfillii}.g the 
noble intentions of the givers of this book : 
they will at the same time be ensuring that in 

·years to come the Legislature of the Northern 
Region will maintain~ an honoured place among 
the free Parliaments of those .diverse countries 
which go to make up, the British Common-· 
wealth of Nations. 

Mr Speaker; I .beg to movt; . 
Mallam Ibrahim Imam (Yerwa Town 

South): .Mr Speaker, Sir, .it is very unusual for 
a Member from the Oj5position Bench to second 
a motion moved from the Government Bench 
but, however , I feel· very much honoured to 
second the Motion so ably moved by the Hon . 
Member opposite. Much as I agree with .the 
Mover of the Motion that the gift is of great 

• honour I stress the importance of the 'fact that 
it is a tokerr of. goodwill and friendly relation 

that exists betwecH this country and Grea.t :; 
Britain. 'vVe are grcady indebted not only to the ,, 
Parliamentary D elegati on who are now with us )! 

.but also to the Unitccl'IGngdom Branch .of the ' 
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, the 
body they have the nonour to represent today. 
This famous book the· Erskine May 's Parlia­
mentary Practice is often talked of as the Bible •. 
of Parliament and is rUerred to as. the Holy 
Book by some Parliaments. · 

Mr Speaker, the H on. ·Members of this .
1 

House are quite aware of the Standing Order 75 · i 
of this House- th<it in. cases of doubt the 
Stan,diog Orders of this ·House shall be in­
.terpretted in like manner as any equivalent 1 
Standing Orders of the Commqns Hous~ of i 
Parliament of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland. And as such it is therefore essentiaL 
that the members of this House should acquaint 
themselves · with the British · Parliamentary 
Procedure which .is the embodiment of · the 
book just presented t o this .House. . ' 

But let us ask ~u~selves what constitutes ' the . ·. 
British. Parliamenta'ty Procedure, the ideals . of 
which this House · is required· to . acquire. 
According . to Lorcl Campion who was 
responsible to 14th <mel 15th editions of 
Erskine May and lnt roch1ction to the Procedure 
of Hous<.: of Commons, that Dritish Parliamen~ ,.. \ 
tary Procedure · i·s a combination. of ·three ( ~ 

·\ I 
elements , firstly, the Traditional, secondJy, ':J 
tho D emocratic and thirdly, the R 1;tfings oj"the 
Speaker. The Traditional Procedure is the ' 

. practice of the House, that is, a body of ri.1les , 
and precedents which grew up during the early 
and middle periods of Parliament. T he D.errw-

• cratic procedure is .the growth of the last ceritury 
and is embodied in the Standing Orders. And 
the Rulings of the Speaker are preserved J ar · ],, 
future reference as precedents and the more :' 
~mportant of thsse · r~l_ings . are ·. in~orpora:te,d · 
mto . the successr vc eclltwns of Erskme May s 
Parliamentary Pr.acti ce. · . . _' 

Mr Speaker, it is fjue that successive Clerics · ~···. 
of the House of ~ommqo.s have rendered 
invaluable services to Parliament by codifying 
its practice ·and procedm e. . 

The members may be. willing to kno\\' that 
the first authpritative manual was produced 
by Henry Elsynge who held office during the 
early years of the Long Parliament . T he main· 
authority for the 17th Centu,ry procedur~ was 
provided by Henry Scobel.l in his Memorials. 
The standard authority on the 18th century ·~ 
procedure was provided by John H atsel in his · 
'Precedents' . The fam ous Trea-tise on the Law, 

239. I 
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Previleges Pm ceedings and usage of Purliament, 
by Sir Thomas Erskine :May has · been the 

·standard work on parliamentary practice since 
the first ·edition appeare~l in/ 1844. The latest 
edition, the 16th, w.as edited by Sir F. Fellowes , . r·T. G. B. C ocks and Lord Campion. Sir 
['ellowes is well known to n~ost of us here. ~nd 

1 ) urthermor'e he was responstble for the editiOn 
, .. of .the Standing Orde rs of this House. This 

e,dition of Erskine May's Jlarltamentary Practice 
~. copy of which has just been: presented .to this 
House is used in all Commonwealth Parliaments 
and ·is the ackn·o,vledged text-book on Parlia-
·mei?-tary 'procedure. · 
· . . ¥r Speaker, by now the hono~zrable members 
might have realised the historical and parlia­
me~tary importance of th is gift, as being not a 
a gift of a mere book and as such I am confident 
that 'the Ho'Ltse will join me with one voice in 
p~ying a tribute to the U nited Kingdom Branch · 
of the Commonwealth· Parliamentary Associa­
tion 'and to the. members of its delegation who 
·have travelled such a long distance to do us this 

. hcni.our. · · · · · • · 
' · Mr Speaker; you can · convey to Earl De La 
Warr and his comrades that we are indeed 
lionom;ed by their p·J;esence in this House and 
to assure them of our heartfelt appreciation of 
this , gift. They shall as ,.well convey to their 
CQmrades in the Houses of Parliament our 
u'nswerv~d loyalty to the British Crown and the 
existence ofa reservoi~· of gordwill and respect 
for the United Kirigdom ·Government in this 
c'ountry: . 

. Sir, I beg to. second. , 
· · Question proposed. . · i Qu~estion put and w zanimou:ily agreed to. 
Resolved: . . 
J. !'That this House expresses on behalf of the 
Legislature of the Northern Region of Nigeria 
~ts sincere thanks and appreciation to the United 
Kingdom Branch·of the Commonwealth. Parlia­
mentary Association fo r the friendly gift of a 
specially. bound and inscribed copy of Erskine 
May's "Parliari.1entary Practice" on the occasion 
of the . attainment of Self-G~vernment by this 
Region". , 
: The Clerh of the House then led the·leader of 

, the delegation, Lord D e L a , T¥ arr, to the dais 
dnd introduced him to the s _IJ aher who received 
the booh:' ' · . 
: M r Sp eaker : On behalf of this Honourable 
Hou.se I accept ·this gift, and .I ~ive directions 
that it should be placed secmely in the Library. 
ram happy to accept this volume since my time 
i, 
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in the chair is strictly limited. In the e:ight y'ears 
in which I have been presiding over this 
honourable House I have never had any 
honourable member use Erskine May against 
ine! Now ·that so muc.h att ention has been 
directed to this book, I am very apprehensive 
for my successors! But 'Erskine May' is a two­
edged sword and can also be quoted back again. 

My Lord and gentlemen, I instructed that a 
copy of the resolution which has just been 
passed .be fairly printed and be given to you. 
I pray that on your return to London you will 
hand it to those who sent you. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, on behalf of this 
honourable House I thank you. 

Tlie delegates were then escorted out of the 
Chamber by the Seargent-At-Arms . 

BUSINESS .MOTION 

The Minister of Works (Hon. G. U .. 
Ohikere): Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that 
this House at its rising this day do adjourn 
sine die. · 

The Minister of Land and Survey (Hon. 
Ibrahim Mus a Gash ash):· Mr Speaker Sir, 
I beg to second. · 

Q . ' uestzon propose<l ~ t 

Question put agreed1Lo. 

Letter from the Speaker 
Mr Speaker: 1 would like to inform the 

House that thave handed a letter to the Clerk 
. of this House which he will r1bw read to you . . 

Clerk: "To the Clerk. of the Legislature, 
Northern· Region of Nigeria." 

Dear Alhaji Umaru Gwandu, . 
V/ith the attainment of Self-Government 

by this Region I feel that the time has 'come 
for rne to give up the Chair of .the House of 
Assembly. In accordance with Section 23 of · 
the Constitutional Instrument as . revised, _ · 
but with considerable natural regret, I am 
writing to you to ask you to b.e good enough 
to place my resignati<:>n i the hands of th~s 
Honourable · House. I shall at all times 
cherish my recollection of my association 
with it, with affection and will remain ever 
indebted to you and your staff for the unfail­
ii1g assistance and support that I have been 
fortunate enough 'to receive from you. · 

Yours sincerely, 
C. R. NIVEN 

I' 
! 
i 
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H on. Premier { Alhaji Sir Ahmadu Bello 
K.B.E., Sardauna of Sokoto): )VIr Speaker, 
Sir, I would like w'ith your permission to 
address to you a few ~vords on behalf of the 
Regional Government, Members of this H01.1se 
and myself, to convey to ~u our deep feelings 
of regret for your resignatiof\ <ls expressed in the 
le.tter just read by the Clerk' to th e Legislature 
and to express to you the sense of loss which your 
resignat!on and absence frorr this hon. Hotise 
will mean to us . 

· I am proud to say that you, 1\tir Speaker, 
\Vere our first Speaker to preside over . this 
Legisl~tive body. It is indeed, a great honour 
for you to have presided continuously over 
the past sever-i years,' during which period 
many constitutional changes have taken place. 
You hav;e indeed created a history for having 
presided over a Hous~ which has a very ·good 
record, which you yourself from time to time 
actually mentioned, for its decorum, sense 
of humour and above all, · courtesy. The 
dignity ~vith which you" have held yot!r high 
office and discharged your onerous duties 

. has won our admiration and respect and will 
. remain for ever an example and an inspiration 
to future holders of the office. 

I am sure that I speak for all hon. Ministers 
in this House when I. pay this warm tribute 
to the very vah.1able \vork which · you have· 
done for this country, not only as Speaker 
but as a very able Administrator. Thirty­
eight years service is indeed a very great, 
record for any administrator and . I may 
perhaps rightly say, that you have beaten any 
past record. 

During the long~ period of your Presidency 
and Speakership of our debates, you have had 
occasions to rebuke and warn when spir,its 
ran high and debateS tended to become over­
heated. Your g<?od judgeme[lt on such occasions 
had been valuable and has helped to steer 
our debates on the right lines. I do not think 
there is any Memb~r of this House who will 
not freely acknowledge a great debt to .you 
for your guidance and encouragement towards 

. the. achievement of the high standard of 
parliamentary practice in this House. I am 

· sure, therefore, that I speak for all M embers 
of this House, Government and Opposition 
alike, in . ~cknowledging with much gratitude, 
the high purpose and deep sense of vocation 
which you have .so obviously brought. to your 
duties, and adorned the Office of Speaker in 
this country. We sha,re your justifiable pride 
in this achievement. · 

'I 
,I 

I would also like on behalf of my M inisters 
and of the IIousc to express through you ou~ 
warm. appreciation with regard to · the very 
respectable manner in which Mrs Niven 
has supported you "all t~ese years in . the 
discharge of you r c uties. Her untiring effort~ 
her deep interestl in the welfare of the ·people 
of .this country, ·

1
couple4 ·with her ch~rmiry~ 

smiles, de~erve f . spectal commendatiOn·. m! 
her own nght. I ~ 1S c·omn:.on knowledge that . 
no· Husband canJ successfully ·carry · out _his, 
duties unless he f supported ·by a good wtfe , 

It is difficult f<D r one to part with a frienq 
whom one loves ~incerCly, but parting in on4: 
way or the other is inevitable. J\fter a lorig 
and hard. work '/ or:-e must retire .and res~ ;. 
As I mentwned ,dpnng th~ last rrieetn~g of thi~I 
House, a Northtrner will be appomte~ a~1 • 

Speaker of this H P.use before our ne~t meetin~. 
in order to comrjly with our Northe~nisat!of 
Policy, it is inevitable t~at :;e . have to hav~ t · 
Northerner to ocdl1 py this htgh office. , : ~I 

Mr Speaker, Si~ , though you are leaving ··us~'­
our thoughts willi ever be with you and I ani : 
sure this country ~\'h i ch you love so much an Q. ··' . 
have worked _fo.r 'will continue to have · your

1
· ~ 

services in other spheres. · 1 
. , 1 

Mr Speake.r, we wish you and·. Mrs : Niven>) · 
very many more happy and prosperous years · · 
in your retirement. (Applause). . · · :, 

Mallam Ibrahim Imam (Y erv\ra Towri '. 
South): :tyir Speaker Sir, I rl.se to. associate· 
myself with the. sentiments expressed by th~ ~ 
hon. Premier on this non-controversial 'issue. 
It is with the greatest regret and grief that th <1 !· 

House accepts you r resignation. Mr Speaker~' 
you have become a member of thi's H ouse· : 
since 1947 . and ~he President and subsequently 
the Speaker since 1952. 'During. your · eight.!' · 
year period of l7'esidency and speake:rship · 
you have been allJ: to raise the standard oL 
the debates of this House. Notwithstanding. 
the many text-books on the · subjects .:... of. 
parliamentary prqcedure and coristitu~ionar 
Law in its relation to · Legislature, the hon .. · .. 
members of this House owe much · to your~: . 
knowledge and practical experien·ce in the 
art of parliamentary Practice which. you hav \ 
imparted to us. During your· tenure of office.;. 
you have won the full admiration and confiden.ce .. 
of all sides of the Ilousc by your strict impar-.~ 
tiality, the quality most essential to a Speaker. 
in ariy parliament of the world. • , 

Mr Speaker, your absence in this house ,is ' 
going to be felt not only by members of this··· 
house but by the country as a whole because{ 
of your rare, scholarly and dignified qualities. ·. 

• I 

" 
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·.·The han: members of the House V.rill agree 
with me that in paying a tribute to your able 
and good services to this house we shall not 
forget · the other inyaluable services that you. 

r have .rendere~ to Nigeria from 1921 to 1954 
1 h your capacity as administrator. During 
: )1is period you have gone through all the 
. ~-~rages of administrn ti\'c \\'n rk fin i nh in1~ yn m 

ervice nfter hnvil1g acted Lwice a~ l,ieuteltallt 
Governor of the Region in 1 <J52 and 1.955-. 

I . 
·.~. You also deserve the honour of being the 
~rst Public Relation officer ~f Nigeria from 
1943-45. During that turbulent period of the 
S~c6nd . World War you have displayed a 
gJ;"eat.~ Q.e~l. of in~elligence and tactics require.d . 
o~ a ,, Bntlsh. diplomat. Your love for this 
country can J?e seen by your effort of devoting 
your _. p.recious tim-e to the writing of the 
Country's history. Although you are going 
to leave us you will be carrying our spirit 
a~ s3,id,by the Ron, Premier. I a,m very confident 
tH'at 'Jou . ·will leav~ behind you a, heritage 
which ma~es your memory remain ever 
tr~sh:in-·the 'minds of t~e people of this country. 

. This :heritage is maio.ly .due to your scholarly 
cont!-"ibutiop. to the country. Among the many 
books ·you· have written, your Short History of 
Nfgeria, Nigeria's Story , .. A n Outline of a 
Cotony ·and How Nigeria is '' Governed ·stand 
out as the .best books, ever written by any other 
author on these. ~ubj ects. 

' Mr:Speaker,· before taking my seat I should 
like .. to repeat ·what I ha·; e said during the 
the ·previous session of th~ House ·that to 

. , commemorate you, Mr Speaker, your full-sized 
portrait in your ·full ceremonial gown, wearing 
a .full-b'ottomed wig' instead of your flat-top 
cap ·~yst be available to be hung in the Spea-

. ker' s Room. · 

· I hope· this House \vill join me in paying a 
tribute to you; Mr Speaker and your dear 
wife. who .has been with you during your long 
stay in' this country and who has ·no doubt 
contribute.d not in a lesser degr:ee to the success 
of your career. 

. . . 
The ' hon. Premier a_nd the other occupants 

of the . Government front Er(J' ches will agree 
with me . that . the practice a .. d procedure in 
this House is to some great · extent m·odelled 
oa the pract~ce and procedure ~~ the House 
o~~ Commo!ls . . In persuance of this policy, I 
want 'to know what the Government has in 
mind for the Speaker after his retirement as 
h i~ opposite number in the United ·Kingdom 

1: •. . 
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on retirement is normally voted a pension 
of £4,000 and honoured with a Viscountcy. 

The Premier: Za 11/U yi mas a sarauta. 
(We will give him a title) (Lciughter). 

Mallam Ibrahim Imam:. I wish you Mr 
Speaker, and your beloved wife the best of luck 
and many happy life during your retirement and 
to greet you in the langu:1ge of those with yvhom 
yo 11 11 ( II)'C'd I 011 g I n I I! 11 tl d n :1 y ';///rill 1\~L,' 1111/11'11

1 

'! 11/oh J;.:.l'ltj'o'. (Coodl1yc , ~ir) . 

The Attorney-General (Hon. H. H. 
Marshall, Q.C.): Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
express my sentiments.. A man is not often 
afforded the privilege of completing; in the 
course of his life, tv,ro separate and successful 
careers of service to his Sovereign and to the 
country to which he is devoted .. You, Sir, 
are among the few to ,vB.om this privilege has 
been granted. You began your first career . 
as an ·administrative officer in Nigeria in 1921, 
and spent a 1 m o s t all your time in_ the . · 
administrative service in the Northern ·Region 
until in 1954 you retired as Senior Re.sident, 
Plateau Province: During the course of your 
distinguished care·er you acted more than once 
in the office of '• he Chief Commissioner, 
Northern Provinces'-1,1pd Lieutenant Governor 
of the Northern Region as my hon. Friend, 
the Leader of Opposition pointed out. Having 
left the . administrative service and departed 
from Nigeria,. you were ·appointed President 
of the N orther~1 House o~ Assembly. You 
were thus able to undertake as your main 
occupation and pre..,occupation a work which 
you had begun as' a part-time duty while 
you were . an administrative officer. For it 
was · the law under the Constitutipn of ·1947 
that the Senior Resident Northern Provinces 
should be the · President of the House of . 
Assembly and you acted in this capacity on 
several occasions. 

Before the Constitution of 1951, the Regional 
Houses of Assembly were mere deliberative. and 
advisory bodies without legislative power, and 
were very differently constituted from . the 
present Houses. In addition to the President, the 
Northern House consisted of twelve Residents, 
the Secretary N orthen1 Provi~ces, counting as a 
Resident for ~his purpose, th~ Deputy Directors 
of IVIedical Services, Education, Agriculture, 
and Public . \Vorks, · and the Senior Crown · 
Counsel, Northern Provinces. There were 
also fifteen only provincial · members, three 
of whom came from Kano, two from Sok9to 
and one from each remaining province, The.re , 
wore also six Members appointed by the 

!i . 
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· Governor of Nigeria to represent interests and 
.communities whic!1 were, in his opinion, not 
otherwise adequately represented . . Today, as 
a result of two new Constitutions and many 
amendments to tl;e last Constitution, ' we 
have a House consisting of 131 Elected 
Members, ·five Special ~ Members and one 
Official Member. vVe have a . Speaker (the 
n~me was changed to President in a 1957 
amendment to thed 954 Constitution) who up 
to the present time has been appointed by the 
Governor, after consultation with the leaders 
of the rriain parties in , the House. In future 
·he is ·to be etected by the House. The House 
of Assembly is_ now, of course, no · longer 
merely a deliberative body but a legislative 

· assembly -with 'full powers except in Federal 
matters. So 'far have we come in so short a 
time. 

not, of course, be fo rgotten . . You · resolutely 
set ~o_ur face ggainst anx sl~vi~h copyin_g of the 
trad1t10ns of other 1eg1slat1ve assemblies, a11d 
insisted that if tr~1 r 1 it ions were to be established 
they must be j 1 n· ~ceping and harmony with 
the spirit and cus\-/_;ms of Jhe Northern Region. 
It is for this reason that the familiar Speaker's 
wig and ·gown is not in evidence in this H,ouse; 
but the Speaker~s robes have been chosen 
with an eye to harmony with the Northerners' 
robes so that a .future African · Speaker . of 
Northern origin can wear them without any · 
incongruity. Mr Speaker r if this House .accedes 
to the ·making of a portrait of Mr Speake.t: 
dressed in wig anJ robe, it will be the first 
time he ha!' ever worn them. (Laughter). A~ 
to the Speaker's hat, I will say little., 'We 
have all watched. ·with interest the process: 
of trial and error . that has gone on in the:. 
selection ·of headgem: over a period of time, · 
and there has been considerable conjecture 
at the beginnirig of each Session as to whether; 
finality would or vY·o uid not 'have been attrurfed . 
and if not what was in store for us in the~future. 

' . : ' "' 
Mr Speaker, the e.ncients had _a strange· 

.. ' 

In 1951, this building in ,which we are now 
assembled had only just been completed. Up . 
to that time it ha~ been the practice to hold 
meetings of the former House 9f Assembly 
in the Trade Centre. Since you first occupied 
the Chair, Sir, the changes in the nat'ure of 
the House have been profound, and the history 
of the development of the, House can be said 
to have been all written duri~ g your Presidency 
an:d Speakership. Constituti0nal development 
was inevitable, but high standards and high 
quality were not. Had it not been for your 
guidance during the formative years of this 
young body, things might so easily h.ave turned 
out differently and this House might have 
grown into an unruly and untidy Assembly. 
But from the very first, you have firmly and 
kindly guided each and every one of us in 
the way .we should go. Standing Orders, 
which are based on the Standing Orders of 
the Hou~e of Commons with the necessary 
modifications to suit ·local conditions, have 
been enforced with scrtipulous fairness and 
impartiality. While at first considerable latitude 
was given to those inexperienced in debate, 
never was this latitude allowed to degenerate 
into licence; and later on not only you, hut 
the M etnbers of the House themselves began 
to see to it that advantage should not be taken of 
concessions of this kind. In addition, you, 
Sir, have spent a considerable amount of your . 
leisure time in studying. procedure both in the 

story about a sacred. bird called the phoenjx. 
It was believed that ther.e existed only one 
phoenix at a time, but -that ,there always 'wa~.' 
a phoenix. There were · several schools of ! 
thought as to the ' nature of the phoenix and r 
how he succeeded in perpetuating ~is existence, 1 
but the most pop:tlar version was that he was .• 
a gaily coloured bird who, having busie~ him- · 
self with useful activitit s throughout a long 
life, built himself a nest OI} an altar in · the 
temple of the gods and, havinJ instal1ed himself 
in it, was burned to ashes by some little­
understood process of spontaneous combustion . . 
(Laughter). Afte_r .. the fire was . over a new 
phoenix arose from the ashes, and proceeded 
to liv~ another k ng, busy, and useful life. 
This process was apparently capable of_ being 
prolonged indefinitely. Mr ·Speaker, before I 
came to the Northern Region and had the 
pleasure of meetin g yoLI, 1 did no t bclieve ' i.n 
the phoenix. Now 1 do, and 1 feel sure that, 
having said goodbye to you once, and having 
seen you return in renewed and varied pluma_ge, 
we need not grieve too much at your departure 
today. Who 'knows but that tomorrow or the 
next day you will r.eturn to us in yet another 
form. (Laughter) (hear , hear). 

u 
. House of Commor1s and in the Legislatures 
of other countries to learri how things should 
be done. in order that you might pass on your 

. knowledge to us. 
I n ·the course of building up a . dignified 

assembly, the trappings and furnishings could 

Mr Speaker, Sir, as ~ Member of this House 
• since 1951, and · as the last Official Member 

to survive the constitutional processes, and · 
on behalf of all other officials, I wish y ou, as · 
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~ \former official,, God speed, a f1appy retirement, · 
apd early return some other day. 
Jl . I 
j I also associate myself vvith the expressions 

·wade by ~he previous sp.eaker~:as ~o Mrs Niver:'s 
. enormous help to you 111 your h1gh ·office,' and 
~9 Nigeria as a whole, for so many years. We 
~hall all miss her as, much as we shall miss you,. 
a'nd her annual return· here;· full . of .life and 
energy' and good wo.rks w.ill : be much missed 
·w .e also hope to ·see her, $ ir, another day. 

··(ilpPfause). · .. 1 

· Mr' Speaker : Honourable Members, I 
Ji.nd l]lyself r~ther ·.overwhelm ed by what has 
been said. I wish. that I fel t in my own heart 
that I deserved a tenth. of the kind things 
\.vhich have been said. I' feel sometimes that 
'the strain of sitting in this Chair-'and it is 
.a.strqin-hason occasions chqded my judgment, 
and I was not as .fair as I 'migt. t . have been. 

. But in' the face of such assurances from such 
, ci'~stinguished judges as the Premier-and 
Jbrahim Imam-of all people-! feel a little 
i"estored in ~y self-confidence. 
';',' It is not possible to answer 'or even thank the 
speakers· fo'r the kind things which have been 
said, but I would especially like to thank the 
hon . . Members who have .spoken for their 

·:references to my wife. I do not think there 
. wa~ a single day durtng the time she was in 

. ~ad~?a in which sh.e was ,ryot in the gallery 
~for some .hours. And thav was not from a 
sense oi duty, but from a sen.se of interest. 

~·. But I cannot take the credit foE' having creat~d 
·.this Hou.se. I · can take the ·credit for having 
··guided it. This House, like any other human . 
body, is made up of people ; and it is you, 
hon.. Members, and the M embers of the 

·Hou&e that went before 'you, · who have done 
mosf to create the House, and to you I think 

· ~hat t~is Region should be grateful. 

· That raises the matter of the hat, · which 
r. the .hon. Attorney-General has ·mentioned. 

;··....,You may have forgotten that the reason why 
( ~the Speaker carries a hat is because a crisis may 
\ ..... a rise in which he has to admo.nish a Member, 

and he cannot do it unless he · puts a hat on. 
1(Laughter). There was only one occasion, 
~s far as I can remember, in this · House in 
·1which the hat might have been worn, and at 
.!that time I did not have ~ hat. (Laughter). 
p:'he ·culprit on that occasion has now turned 
pver a new leaf-it is a long· time ago-and 
~he is . now Minister of a · large Ministry. 
~Laughter, and cries of " !Vfinister of Jiflorks"). 
II ' 

11;1~4 
'r 

This House has not been without its drama. 
There were three occasions which I remember, 
and :\vhich I shall never forget; I do not know· 
whether the Members of the House remember 
.them. There was one when an hon. Member-· 
not in this House now-from Plateau, laughed 
so .much that he feH out of hi ~ chair. (Laughter). 
That would not . have been significant, but he 
became jammed petween the desk and the 
chair, and it took fo(br hon. Member:; neighbour­
ing to extricate him. ~Laughter). 

Another occasion was when this House was 
unable . to open its gallery because of bees. 
(Laughter). Every Member, asfar as I recollect, 
had at least~ one bee; and the more highly 

. scented Members had three or four. (Laughter) .. 
And another is, I think, 1,mique in the history 
of any Parliament,' because I claim to be the 

· only Spefiker who has ever actually fallen out 
of his Chair, that was due to the fact that the 
Public Works Department had put new wheels 
on the Chair without warning the Speaker of · 
their existence! (Laughter). 

I will always remember the good sense. 
shown by this House, and the way . in which 
the Ministers gradually assumed more and ­
more responsibility; and the way in which 
they improved in debate was quite remarkable. 
And the further they · got away from · their 
typewritten n·otes, the better they become . 

And I shall never forget the sturdy opposition 
of Ibrahim. Imam, who opposed remorselessly 
every question of any kind, whether it was 
worth opposing or not. I do not know whether 
hon. Members are aware, bpt the floor below 
the seat where he sat over there was torn up 
by his shoes in his excitement! (Laughter). 
But whatever happened, I always appreci;:tted 
that however intense the situation that arose, 
and however much he might have ;ugued 
against a point of order, he always remained 
polite, and always thanked me for the ruling 
which put 'him down. ' . . 

I would like to thank now the Members of 
the staff of this House-Umaru Gwandu and 
his people-for all they have done to make . 
things easy for me. I have said before that 
any House, any Legislature, · depends · on its 
staff far the smooth running of its machinery. 
And they have been .very good here1 though 
they have been changed more than I like to see. 

I must say one wQrd about the future . I 
have thought a lot about it while I have been 
sitting here, and I think that the Northern 
Region, if it goes on electing people of the 
capacity and calibre of this House,· has little 

.... . .. 
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to fear. I think that free elections, and a House 
of this nature in which everybody is prepared 

• to s'ay what he thi11ks, guarantees th~ future 
happiness of this Region . No democracy can 

' be perfect. There are always things which 
somebody objects to, and there always will 
be. But so long as those objections have been 
said in' ,publlc, so long will the country retain 
its health. Honourable Members, I thank you 
from the bottom of my heart for all that has 
been ·said and for tl-ie kindness which I have 
always received from you and I ,wish you success 
and happiness in the · f.uture. And I wish my, 
successors in this Ch.air all the good fortune 
that they can hav:e and the guidance that God 
will give them. (Applause). 

H ouse suspended at five . minutes ·after twelve 
noon. 

House resumed 

(DEP.UTY SPEAI<:ER in the Chair) 

. MOT£0N ELECTING NEW SPEAKER 

Alhaji · Mu~ammadu Danmallam 
Wambai Katsip.a (Katsina East): Mr Deputy 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to move the Motion stqnding . 
in my name on the ' Order paper: 

That Alhaji Umaru . Gwandu, M.B.E., do 
take the Chair of this House as Speaker. 

Certain posts can b'e held by m.bst persons, 
other posts can be held . by some people but 
there are few posts \vhich can only be filled 
efficiently by the very few selected persons. 
The post of the Speaker of the House of 
Assembly belongs to .this las'[11 category which 
can only be efficiently fille:,~ by persons 
possessing certain exceptional qualities. The 
post of Speaker requires among .other things 
a· deep knowledge and a clear ·understanding 
of the Parliamentary system. It requires con­
centratior'l and tolerance and it also i·equires 
trust worthiness and integrity of the highest 

· order and, above all; the person to fill this 
post must command respect . Alhaji Umaru 
Gwandu possesses . all these qualities to the 
very high degree and perhaps more than any 
other person we can think of. As the Clerk to 
the Legislature from the .beginning up to tl1e 
present moment, he has worked exceedingly 
well and 'to the satisfaction of e~erybody . He 
has set a hig[l standard whicl_1 every Northerner 
should follow in different branches of .the 
Government service . The post of the Speaker 
will not be new to Alhaji Umaru Gwandu, 
forall these years he has been closely associated 
with the out-going Speaker, a Gentleman 

wh9 appreciates om way of _life . and ahv~ys 
trying for the progress of our people and of 

. the Region as \veil. . 

Lastly, Mr D eputy Speaker, · I will say I 
have full conficlcnce in Alhaji Umaru Gwan'du 
:md by saying so I am 'merely voicing ou t the 

·opinion of the c.:ntire Member s of this House . 
and of the thousands of people all over the 
country. 

Mr Deputy ~peaker , as · this . M otion ·is 
non-controversial, I need riot wast.e the time 
of the House. So I _A1eg to move. (A pplause) . . 

Mallam Bala ~~{ effi . (Kaduna Capital 
Territory): Mr Deputy Speaker, (Applause). 

' .• 

It is not surprising for me to second the M otion 
moved by the last spea}{er. We, on -tpe 
Opposition Benches always support things 1 

' 'vhich are worthwhiLe and give our .. supp,ort 
immediately as occasion permits . .I strongly' 
support the Motion that Alhaj.i Utnaru Gw;:mdu . ·~· . 
should be: made th~ Speaker of this House. · .. 
vVe of the opposition have tried Alhaji Um~ru· 
Gwandu on so .may occasions to see. whether he · r 
is partial but have found him· a man of good .I 
standing and impat:tiality and we did not ;I 
find him lacking in .any way. vVe found that ..\. 
he was doing his yvotk .honestly and earnestly. ·. ·1f. 
Also, if we refer to the history of Alhaji Umaru . l~ 
Gwandu, we will fin d that he. is the ffi9st 1• 

suitable person for the post: Alhaji Urriar.u " ~ 
Gvvandu .has two qualities which rp.ake . hiin · · · 
most suitable to be the Speaker of this House. :.·r 
Firstly, he has Arabic .. education, through . · 
which he learnt a lot about the people and . _.;.. 
their way o~ life and,' secondly, he has western ·· 
education and he is . the ·first ,Northerner ' to 
hold the post of the . Clerk t'o this House . . J-Ie 
knows how to run the House very well . and 
theref0re, Mr ' D eputy Speaker he des~rves 
the post. We have orily one thing to appeal t9· 
Alhaji Umart1 Gwandu, it is on ·two things 
that the Government brought forward · and_'.if 
any body has been very observant he viill .see 
that they are all useful things. If we trace t~~ 
history of this Regi on we shall find . that 
originally it was Shehu U sm an D an Fodio ­
and Shehu Abdullahi who ran the affairs of 
this country and if we can turn our face on the . 
other hand we shal!"ft nd tha t it is somebody 
from that family who is now the · Premier of 
the N ortl:ern Region, and scrutinising this 
most critically, we sh:dl ;dso find that the man 
proposed to hold th i :-~ pos t of the ' pcnk r . " 
also comes from the s~uuc family. We people of ·.: ·\ 
this country are · aiways proud (applause) of ~~.J 
the administrative foundat ion laid by · thes~ 
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. people. '1'1 osc people hn d Ea fl tcrn Education 
only, but this time we have both. Ar.abic and 

1 western education, and that is why I feel that 
t somebody who bas both will be most ~uitablc 

·, for this post. (AjJplause ). l'V1 r Deputy Speaker, 
!- Sir, it · is not my intentio'n . to talk at length 
j' but ~ith these few rem ~rks I support thrtt 

.;· AlhaJl Umaru Gwandu should be the Speaker 
\' of this Hous~. · 

-!t .. Deputy Speaker: Knowing that this kind 
... . r of,,Motion is usually: non-controversial in this 
·ij:· .House. and has the support of b9th sides, I 
W shall pu·t the question str~ight away so as to . 
1 enable. the business of the' day to be ~nished · + ·in. time. · . 1. • 

;,J!. · Q~estion propos,ed.. ! 
{. Qtfestion put and uncm imoitsly agreed to . 
i! .. - ~ . 
J Resolved: · " , p . 

'!l-•. . · "Th~t Alhaji Umar~ Gwandu, M.B .E. , 

t. 1 ·<to. take the Chair of this House as Speaker." k . . . . 
. ~·1l(r. :q.eputy Spe;;tker: Now that the Motion is . 
~~: carried, is ' i~ the wish _of the han. Members· 
'J-;: ,that\ I arrange for the: . sponsors to go and 
~·~ Hring in the Speaker-elect? (Assent): · . 

• \}). "' ,J • 

:1:·, '[he. hon . . Alhaji Muha.mmadu Danmallam 
l:· and~ the ·hon. Mallam Bala Keffi brought in the 
,f~new .: Speaker-elect amid applause from both 

: 1;,side~ of the House. . .j 
I p '• • ' • I 

: .1; .Deputy ·speaker: I am very pleased to 
. ~ inform you ·of the decision of the House that 
·::· Y_ou .do. take the Chair of this House as Speaker. 

· . . ,~ (Applause). 

, ~pe3ker-Elect (Alhaji ,Umaru Gwandu, 
1 M.B.E.): · Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir,. as I have 
' served this House for nearly. ten years 
·. continuously, it is h'ot m'{yvish to go against 

·· the. will of this House. lvhave therefore the 
·greatest · pleasure in accepting the post of 

; Speaker w?ich this House has~ so. unan~mously 
: conferred upon me: I would also hke, wtth your 
··. permission Mr Deputy Speaker, to thank my 
>two hon. Friends, the M ember for Katsina 
·East and the · Member for Kaduna Capital 
Territory, the former for proposing my name • 

~ and . the latter for supporting the. Motion. I 
. ' therefore submit myself to the will of the 

(MH ~li'E :\1\l-:H in t/u· r//(fir) ( / lf>f i/(11/sc) 
M,r Spc<ikcr: llotl. IvTcnthcrs, in view of 1, 

the great honour which you have, done me ~ 
this morning, . it is proper · for me to resign I· 
from being the Clerk not only to this House ~ 
for which 1 have enjoyed se rvi ng for so many 0

1 

years but also as the Clerk of the other House. 
I have also considered very carelully since : 
this idea was mooted, the ql.testion of my o 
future as a Crvil Sc t;va nt. I.n order to serve 
you well and to cate.r for your ~nterests,_ I · . ~ . h 
have to make a sacnficc-a sacnfice whtch . 1f ·~ 
wi"ll affect me personally. I intend to seek the '!· c1 
perm~ssion of His E~cellenc_y the . Governor 1 tli 
to retire from the Pu bltc Servtce. s 1 

-~ '# 

Once more ·I ·would like to say ho~v grateful · 
I am to the · Members of this House for their 
unanimous supr,ort, and I would assure them 
that I will endea \tDur to see . that those qualities 
which prompted (hem to appoint me to this . 
office will not be found wanting. Thank 
you. (Applause) . 

(Allzaji lfyalw Gwamna rose). 

Mr Speaker: I thi~•k before the hon . 
Member speaks, in accordance with" the­
Standing · Orders '''e 'have to suspend the 
Sitting ·at 1.00 o'clock, and I am sure it will ­
not be ·the wish of this Hottse to come .back 
this afternoon. May I know the wish of the 
House? If the House does not wish to come : 
back this a·fternoon, then we had. better · • 
suspend the Standing Orders. in order that'. 
we may now continue after 1.00 o'clock. ~· 
Would somebody from the Government Bench· 
move the suspension of the relevant Standing 
Order? 

) 

The Minister of Education (Hon . · Alh aji 
Isa Kaita, .O.B.E., lVIadakin Katsina): Mr . 
Speaker, Sir, I h,eg to move that Standing 
Order 4 ( 1) be suspended so that the Sitting 
of this House shall cont:~luc until the business . 
of the day has been completed. 

The Minister of Agriculture (Hon. 
Alhaji Mustafa Monguno): Sir, 1 beg to 
second. 

Question proposed. 
Question put and agreed. 

Standing Order 4 (1) accordingly suspended. 
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. House. (Applause). 
ri· 

r<.l . OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 
( \· The Speaker-elect took and subscribed the 
~ .

1oath. 

Alhaji Isyaku. ·Gwamna (J os Town): 
· Mr Speaker, Sir, I am very pleased to stand 
up to speak on behalf of the House. As eve;y­
body knows, Alhaji Umaru Gwandu is really 
worthy of the, post of Speaker to this House. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, it ·will be remembered that 
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' I was the very person 1vho brought up the 
matter in this House some time ago that a 
N ortherner should be made the Speaker of the 
House on the attai nment of Self-Government. 

, Now God has fu.lflllccf nt y \Yish . As the Move r 
of this Motion said- · 

· The 1\Hnister of Health (Hon. Alhaji 
· Ahman, Galadima of Pategi) : A point of 
order, I think this question is out of order. 

Mr Sp eaker: I .am glad that a point of order 
·has . been raised as' soon a_:> ·I have t~lken my 
Chair. (ajJplause). Btlt I think this is ratter a 
conventional question, not relating strictly to 

. the business on the Order Paper. I think that as 
soo'n as the Motion \Yas carried we should have 
stoppeCl at that ·point . But I think an arrange­
ment was made and I think the suggestion 
caine from this ( 6/ovemment) side of the 
House. I t was with that po int in mind that I 
allowed the hon . Membe r to say something,. 
Is it the wish of the' House that the bon, 
Member sho uld be allowed to continue? 
(Assent) . " 

Alhaji Isyaku Gwamna : Tl~ank · you, 
Mr 'Speaker, It is no • niy intention to speak 
at length, but I 11'ish to express the op inion of 
some of the hon . Members of thi s Hot1se and 
alSo that of tbc genera l public. 

Alhaji Umaru. Gwandu is a m an of patience 
and integrity. Mr Speaker, Sir, I heard of yo u 
before L became a Member of .this House . 
'When later- I ha'd the goo d opportunity of 
meeti!1g you, I fo und that you deserved all 
the good qualities ~hat people had altribtHed to 
you . . 

lVIr Speaker, the work of gui'ding this House 
is a very difficult onc:- ._People often_ disturb you 
but you have never shown any slackness . 

• 
As has already been· said by a Member 

from the Opposition Det ches, the leader of 
this Region is a descendant of Shehti Usman 
D an Fodio, and the Speake.J; of this House is 
also a descendant of the s~~Jll e great man. 

•n . , : I always pray that there wi ll not be any change . 
to 

;e. 
at 

in the future because I feel that administra tive 
work should always· be carried · out by the · 

- .. 11 - descendants of Shehu Usman Dan Fodio 
II (Cheers) .. I 'p ray that God will help the newly 
,· elected Speaker in hi s cklibc rations. 

Tyir Speaker, Sir, before I take my seat I 
wish to say two things- firstly, most of the 
lVIembers of this · Houso do not know my 
position in t his House, and journalists have 
often asked me what my position is. It is 
two and haU years now since I have been an 
Independent Member, and the reason why-

. ~ I 
S k I ., . h : . 

Mr . pea er: am sorry to mterrupt t e ~ · 
bon. Member, but I do not think· this is the Jl· 
time for: talking about party politics. (hear, ll 
hear). 'Will the hon. Member come to the point. ;j 

Alhaji Isyaku Gwamna: Mr Speaker, Sir, ; 
I have today joi.ned the Northern People's · ~· · \ 
Congress. (Laughter and applause). I hope ·I !, Ji 
will be moved to the front benches of the : ': 
House. · 

Mr Speaker: I think the hon. Member can 
· cross the carpet. That is the parliamentary 

practice. The Member may cross 'the carpet. 
He may do it practical~y if he likes. (Applause,· ',. 

• cheers and interruptions). · 
(The hon. Alhaj i Isyaku Gwamna crosesd ~ 

the carpet to the Government side of the !fouse). '· 

Mr R . B. Ojeba (Igbira): Mr Spe~er, Sir, it 
is very pleasant fhat on th is occasion when we 
are celebrating Self- G overnment a -Northerner , 
has been appointed ¥\) eaker of this· House. The . 
appointment has ad U d grea_tly to the Celebra- · ~ · · 
tions. It is, in fact, an important factor of' the ·" 
Celebration's . The past Speaker, .as you already ' 
know, has served this Region in many Depart- . -. 
ments. I haveno doubt thafhe has made -many ' 
friends. He has contributed greatly to th~ training · 
of the present Speaker, who has fit~ingly .. takeri ·­
his place now. We thank hi111.for.all the seJ;vices ' · 
he has given. The new Sp~aker, as you ,know, : 
is well-known to all of us. He has been· very . ~\­
tolerant, sympathetic, and always ready to ?;_:; 
help every Member. If any. Member is . in {.; 
difficulty or requires any information, ·he; .is · 
always prepared to ' help him. We ·are. well­
aware that Alhaji U.f!1aru Gwandu and _the' 
Speaker of the House.· of Chiefs , Go me : from ' 
Gwandu. It is not surprising, .therefore; .that 
these 'Gwandus' have: piayed a big ·part· in t he 
Government of this Region. · The people · of f 

Gwandu have every reason to be proud of them. ·.• . 
I congratulate the new,. Speaker · on his new . ~ 
appointment, and I wish him God's guidance. 

Since there are more people wishing ·to speak, ./ 
and since I am not ' very 'ac_quainted with the .;.~ 
Speaker's past p erformances, with these few · 
words I beg t<? take my seat . ({lpplause). · 

Ma1him Shehu ; Cigari (Sokoto · s 'outh­
West): Mr S,peaker, Sir, I rise to congratulate 
the Governm ent on tbc s t~ps they· have taken 
to appoint a Northerner to be the Speaker of 
tbis House. It is a matter of pride ~or ·every 
Northerner that the Speaker of this House is a 
Northerner. It is very appropriate that we 
Members of this H ouse should congratulate 
the new Speaker on i his appointment. I know . 
him personally, and I know him through · 
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dealing with him in the course of his duties in. 
the House. I kno-vv ·that · he is a man of 
impartiality, and he runs all the bl!siness of the 
House, together with t h,at of the Members, 
satisfactorily. I know he is a courageous person, · 
and moreover h e is doin g his utmost to further 
the advanceme1it of thi s Region. I pray lhat 
God's guidance will help him to follow the 
lines of .his character, so that ·he may continue 
_his good CJilnliti cs . 1 prny th:11 God will g11i'k 

1 
him nwny fro m th e <.: vii tldngH of thn :-1 e kad <.: rH 
of the \¥estern R egion ........ . 

Mr Spe.ak_er,: lam sorry to have to interrupt. 
Members of the other . Legislative . Houses 

.should not be mentioned i except on a specific 
point.· Unless you are going to relate this 
point to the· question under discussion, it will 
be ' out of order. 

, . Mallapt Shehu Cigari : vVe are pleased with 
·~ , th~ . appointment, an d may God help you. 
~.1 · ·. Mallam · Ibrahim Im am, (Yerwa Town 
·: South): .Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise. to associate 
. k rriys~lf with some of tl: e p oi_nts raised by the 
··J; . previous speakers, and m domg .so I must say 
·:0 that ··your appointment to this office is because 
t -. of your merit. ~t did not come as a surprise to 
l' those of us who have· known you fot: a very long 

tim e. Mr ·Speaker, you \Yill recollect that my 
·i~·· . contact with ym.l goes back to 1934 when both 

~ ,. '6£ ·us were in Katsi n"a Higher College. Your 
;. . association with the L egislature of th~s Region 

goes •~ back to 1944, wh en you attended the 
Chiefs' . Conference as P ersonal ·Assistant to 
th~ late Emir • of G wan du. You attended the 

. Constitutional Assemb.}y as · Personal Assistant 
. to him in 1945, and were appointed Interpreter 
to this. House in 1948, and Clerk to this House in 
19,;!-9: Your ric~ expe~·i ence in Parliamentary 

) procedure, coupled wtth the knowledge you 
~;- ' acquired when you were attached to the United 
.~ Kingdom Houses of Pariiament in 1954, have 

made ·you a $UC<;:<::ssful Clerk to this House. 
~- The Commonwealth Parliamentary Association 

· courses you attended in t he U nited Kingdom 
in 1954 will no doubt m ake youan acquisition 

• t9 this House. Y oUI: 119n-partisan behaviour and 
sh:ict. ·impartiality will enable you to win the 
confidence of all sides of this House in your 
time. I am confid~nt that the Members of this 
House will not ·doubt (\our integrity as a 

1 · Speaker, and ·your a\va rV of the l\1ember of 
Jj the · British Empire is a recognition of your 
,, qualities. , · fl · 

l ~ Befo.re I s·it' down, I should like to draw the 
~ a_ttention of the G ov<.: rn m ent to the fact that 
I' 
l 
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the ~alary attached to the post of Sp'eaker is 
small. The Speaker of th1s House should be 
given at least a lVIinister's salary. The precedent 
that this would create has already been created 
in many Commonwealth countries. In the 
Unitea ·Kingdom I-Io_use tJf Commons and the -· 
Commonwealth of Australia, the Speaker · gets 
exactly th e same salary as a Minister gets. 
Further, to take my contention to its logical 
conclusiOn, I would go on to say that in India 
:111d P:il<ist:\1\ thC' ~pcnkcr get s more ·than even 
tl1 c Prin1 <.: · Mi1li!-1l<.:r . I tlli11k it would be of 
intci-cst for the Members of this House to . ·4· 

know that in_ Indi ;l the Prime Minister gets ..i 
£1,460, while the Speaker gets £2,700; and in ·. l 
Pakistan tf.e Pmne ·Minister gets £3,600, while , ![ · 
th.e Speaker gets £3,750. These Parliaments are '·, 
moving with the reality that the SJ)'eaker 1s the ,,; ·. 
embodiment of the House. · ;·· · 

t.~ In this connection ,I should like to say that I 
was surprised to hear you say that you were 11 ·' ' ·\!• : 

s~crificing your Civil Service post. To me and . · i~ 
to other Members of this House I am pretty . ;·,- ,_ 
su:e that you_r brighter f~1ture as a . Speak~r of ;, ·· 
thts House wtll be as a Civil Servant, provtded _ · · 

. that the Northern Regional Government is to 
follow the pr.actice of any other Government, 

· because as I haye said earlier, in England in the 
House of Coffi,l t/;o ns the Speaker of the House 
is paid £4,000 pc* annum. I think I am right, 
Mr Speaker, when I say that your apprehension 
is n? less and no more than if you are going to 
lose your pension I:ights, when you retire 
prematur~ly~ I feel, Mr Speaker, that when you . 
retire from the Speaker~hip of this House you 
should be award~d a ve~y big lump sum pension . 
I think that the Members of this House will 
join me in congratulatin g you on your past 
succes'ses, and wishmg you every success-as the 
Speaker of this House. (App~allse)._ . 

Mr J. S. Olawoyin (Offa): Mr Speaker, S1r, 
as you have taken over the post of the Speaker, 
.I should like to have the grand opportunity. of J, 
saying a word or two on the appoint ment of 1. 

Alhaji Umaru Gwandu as the first black man 
to occupy the seat of the Speaker of this 
honourable House as of 'right. 

Alhaji Umaru G\vandu is a credit to. the . , 
Northern Region and a worthy son of Nigeria. 
By his gentle anti admirable ' approach to any •!•: 

given situation when h.e ·was the Clerk of the ,.· 
'House, Alhaji Umaru convinced all Members · !: · 
of this hon. Hottse that given any position of 
responsibility in life he wpuld hold such a post 
creditably to the surprise of all cynics and 
doubting Thomases. 
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· The constitutional advance already made is house con'trolled by , the Action Group o~ l 
due to the good sense of judgment of the. :N igeria which · wi ll usher in life (cries ofj , 
Government party and the sense of responsi- No . No.) more abundant and freedom for alLjl : 
bility'and restraint by the Opposition Members. · H on . Member : . "No, No" . · · · ·' , . 
It is only fitting and proper that on the attain- Mr Olawoyin: M.r Speaker, 1 congratulate !! 
ment of .Self-Government a Northener has · · you. g • . 
been appointed the Speaker of the House. Alhaji · d The l\1inister of Agriculture, . (Hon. 1 
Umaru Gwandu is quick-witted an has reac;ly Alhaji Mustafa JVionguno): .Point of Order, ! 
anwsers to any problem. He will no doubt gain the Member is reaUng his .speech: . . 
the confidence of both sides of the House by his Mr Speaker: H e .has · ill ready finished, his 
wisdom, good· manners a;1d the bewitching 

speech. smiles \Vhich he always wears 0!1 his dumpled 
cheeks. Hon Members once more I should like to . 

I t.n!st and hope most sincerely that you will 
certainly live up to the expectation of those who 

. consider you the fit and proper person to occupy 
. the highly exalted office of Speaker in a Self­
governing Northern Region, which, by its size, 
is more than four times the size of Great 
Bntain·, and the· population of which is by far 
larger than that of the other Regions put 
together. 

Now that Nigeria, and the North included, 
has voluntarily decided to adopt Westminster as 
its model, ·I think it cannot be overstressed 
that due respect ml'lst always b~ given to the . 
opinion of the Parliamentary Oppo'sition. This 
opinion should be treated as opinion not 
expressed by personal enemies of a group of 
people. 

Now, may I make. a point
1
o£ general principle, 

distribution of offices, like tf~ e distributiOn o.f 
amenities, must not be concentrated on a 

. particular Province·nor on ....... . 
Mr Speaker: Point of order, I have already 

ruled out '· somebody who started to. bring up 
something controversial. The correct Parlia­
IJ?.entary Procedure. is when a motion of t'his 
nature, which is non-controversial is brought 
before the House, Mernbers should not raise 
matters which the people responsible will not 
get a chance to reply. 

Will tne Hon. Member come to the point. 
Mr Olawoyin: When. you were the Clerk 

of the House you were a friend of all, 
irrespective of our polittcal affiliations. I hope 
too that you will with your great sense of 
humour and wide experience, steer the· great 
1\IH.I difUcult ship of parliumcntury procedure 
with caution and care. On behalf of my 
Friends of the Opposition and the entire people 
of this Region, I commend you to the mercy 
f\11? care of God in the hope that whenever, · 
~nd that may be Vtry soon, it pleasGs God to 

. reverse positions of parties on the floor of this ' 
House, you w1ll gladly continue as Speaker in a 

thank you on this very historic day because ,. 
many things have taken place this. morning; . · 
we witnessed the laying of the . Founc;lation 
Stones of our future debating . Chamb'e.r: one·-'.· 
by His Royal Highness the Duke of Glouc~ster, ·1 

representing Her Majesty the Queen' who ,is.r 
the symbol that unites the countries within the ~ 
Commonwealth and also the custodian of Parlia- f. 
mentary Democracy and the other by our highly i 

· respected Premier, Alhaji Sir Ahiriadtr Bello, ' · 
representing the. peopl~ of this Region who .are_.; 

. well known for their great qmilities. -These ~ 
qualities were mentioned by His Royal Highriesi j' 
and I am not going to repeat'them'because they 
are so abundantly clear. Also we witnessed a: 
ceremony this morning during 'which ~ ~r 
official delegation · of v the United Kingdom'.1' 

Branch of Commonwealth Parliamentary . .. 
Association brought us what has been termed 1 

the "Bible on Parliamentary' P,rocedure." A few::· 
minutes ago you -have passed a Resolution , 
electing a ~ortherner, · my~elf, as .your .. first J ... 

Africah Speaker. I am proud that I · am_ the ! 
· first Northerner td be appointed ' the Sp~aker .· 

of this House as I was also the first · to be 
appointed the Clerk to the Northern Legisla-·'. 
tive Houses. This is indeed a -...ery rare occasion; l 
it is the first of its kind at least iri this country. 
I . am therefore grateful to the Members of 
this Hon. House and the Government for 
initiating the proposal. 

With regard tQ the Members who have 
spoken on my qualities, I would like to assure ·'. 
them and all the rest of the 'Members that I . \ 
will endeavour to the best .of my ability to 
discharge my du ties with the strictest 
impnrtinlity. (A j >plmur.) . Dut I cnnuot do uo · 
properly unles~ 1 have the support of ~he:r(> 
Members of th1s House, no matter to ·which ~ ) 
party they belong. · . .• · 

'I should like to correct orie point raised by · 
my Hon. Friend, Mallam Ibrahim Imam. I 
mentioned that I intended to seek . the permis-. ·: 
sion of His. Excellency the Governor · to retire 
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·f rom the Public .Service; it will be a personal 
sacrifice. This is the . point I had in mind, as 
you may prQbably be aware, the longer one 
stays in the S~rvice, the greater pe·nsion when 
he finally retires. I am now entitled to a pet:sion 
because I am 45. · ' 

With regard to the qucs lion of future status 
.'and the conditiohs of. servic;e of the Speaker, I 

think that is entirely a matter for the Govern­
ment and this House. · I am t a k i n g this 
appointment not Jor m<a netary gain. (Applause). 

· With regard to the point raised . by Mr 
Olawoyin, I should like to say this, it is up to 
the Opposition to make itself effective (Applause) 
aq.d, if I may give a little advice I am doing so . · 

just on -Parliamentary P.~pcedure. The Opposi­
tion could only . make i t s e 1 f effective by 
constructive criticism and . also by a method. · 
Here, ·· I should use the Parliamentary term 
wlll.ch is known · as the usual 'cl;iannel' ·and I 

. think I better explain the term which, I am 
afraid to say, has not been used before. The 

· Whips of the .Opp9sition should contact the 
? . W.hips of the Government and discuss matters 

' : · , 
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and that is what we ,call the 'usual channel'. 
The Whips of the Opposition should be in . 
contact with the Whips of the Government, 
in 'order to find out more about things and to 
avoid the Opposition being ridiculed· in the 
House. ·· 
. Honourable. rnembers, . I thank you once . 
more for your. patience for having stayed too 
long to see me take the Chair of this House . 
I wish you very '~afe return to your respective 
homes. A llah ya sridamu da Alher£. · 

ADJOURNMENT 
The l\1inister of . Social Welfare and 

Co-operatives (Hon. Michael A. Buba) 
(Waziri of Shendam): Mr Speaker Sir, I rise 
to move that the ,House .now adjourn sine die. 

Motion made, and question proposed that the 
House .do now adjourn. · (Minister of Socia! 
Welfare and Co-operatives, HQn. Mi.chael A. 
Buba, Waziri of Shendam) . 

Question put and agreed to. 

House accordingly adjourned sme die at 
1.55 p.m. 
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