
I 

Volume 1 
· No.1 

.. 

- Saturday 
2nd January,-1960 

NORTHERN REGIONAL LEGISLATURE 

.. f 
PARLIA.MENTARY · 

· DEBATES 
: .· ·.· ·. 

I , ,. 
I • 

t • ... ~t : 

I . 
. t 

.l .. 
I , .. , .. 
' ., 

·~. . 

(HANSARD) 

' p • 
I 

' 

HOUSE OF CHIEFS AND 
•• 1 • " 

HOUSE OF- ASSEMBLY JOINT SITTING 

OFFICIAL REPORT 
• 

FIRST JOINT SITTING _ OF THE SECOND · 
-~EGlSLATURE OF NORTHERN NIGERIA 

SESSION 1959-60 

COMPRISING PERIOD 
2nd January 1960 

. . 

- ~ · · -- - C• - -- KADUNA: 
' . 

GOVERNMENT PRINTER, NORTHERN REGION ··oF NIGERIA 
1960 

)~ . 

. . 
:--. : 

1·. 

•' ' 



CONTENTS 

LIST OF MEMB~RS .OF THE HOUSE OF CHIEFS [Col. i] . 

ALPHABETICAL . LIST OF MEMBERS OF THE . HOUSE OF ASS~MBL Y [Col. v] 

LIST OF MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNMENT BENCH [Col. viii] 
.. 

LIST OF PRINCIPAL OFFICERS AND OFFICIALS [Col. xi] -

BUSINESS MOTION [Col. 1] . . . . . t) • 
House to adjourn sine die at its rising this day-agreed tc 

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR [Col. 2] 
Selection of Senators · 

A?POINTMENT OF SENATORS [Col. 22] 
Motion approving His Excellency's Selection-(A/haji the Honourable !sa K aita, O.B.E.) 

-agreed to. · · 

0 

i 

i . 
I 

• !I 



-LIST OF MEMBERS OF -TilE HOUSE 
OF CHIEFS 

ln. Provincial.· Order of precedence 
.... -·· 

Adamaw a 

Mallam Aljyu Mustafa, c .n.E., Lamido of 
Adamawa . 

Mallam Muhammadu Tukur, Emir of lVhni 
Mallam Ngbale, Chief of Bachama 
Mallam Ibrahim, Chief of Zinna 
Mallam Isa, Chief o£ Shellem -
Mallam Biyapo, Chief of Mbula 
Mall am Yoila, Chief of L.ongucb 

Bauchi 

Mallam Adamu Jimba, c .B.E., Emir of Bauchi 
Mallam Abubakar, c .B.E., Emir of Gombe 
Mallam Umaru, Emir of Katagum 
Mallam Ahmadu, ;vr.B.E., Emir of Misau · 
Mall am Muhammadu Wabi, Emir of Jama'are 
Mallam Muhammadu, Chief of Kaltungo 
Mallam Maleka, Chief of Dass 
lVIallam Abdollahi, Chief of N ingi 
Mallam Iliyasu, Chief.of W est Tangalc_ 
The Chief of Dadiya 

Benue 

Hon. Atoshi Agbumanu, o.B.E., Aku of \Nukari, 
( 1\!1 inister without Portfolio) 

Mallam Gondo Aluor, Tor Tiv 
Ogiri Oko, Chief of Idoma 
Mallam Ahmadu, Emir of Keffi 
Mallam U m aru , Emir of N assarawa 
Mallam Yusufu•, Emir of L ana 
IVIallam Muhammadu Sambo Carhos:1, Chi e l" 

of Donga ' 
Mal lam Audi, Chief of Takum 

Bornu 

Alhaji Urnaru Ibn Muhammed, c .M.G., 'c .n.E., 
Shehu of Bornu 

Alhaji U r.naru Ibn Ibrahim Elkanemi , c.n.E., 
Shehu. <)f Dikwa - . · 

1 

Alhaji MuMm m adu, 1\·l.B.E. , Emir of F ika 
Mallam Maidalla Mustafa, Emir of Biu 
Alhaji Umaru Sulaiman, O.B.E., Emir of Dccldc 
Mallam Adama, Chief of Shani 

Ilorin 

Mallam Sulu Gambari, Emir of Il orin 
Mallam Umaru, Emir of Pategi 
Alhaji Muhammadu Sani, Emir of Borgu 
·Mal lam Sule N dakpoto, Chief of S~arag i 
Mallam Abubakar, Chief of Lafiagi 
Mallam Alhassan, Chi ef of Shonga . . 

Kabba 

Mallam Ali Obaj c, the Atta of Igala 
J\!Iallam Muhammadu Sani Omolori, Ohinoyi 

o[ Igbirra 

Alhaji Abdu Agu yc , Q,himege Igu, Chief of 
Koton Karifi 

Obaro of Kabba vacant 
Mallam Maiyaki, Cl,: ..: f. of Kupa- Abugi 
Mr Jacob Owonibi, .. c hief of Ijumu • 
l'v1r lVIa'rk Dada , Chi ef of vVest Yagba 
lVIallam I dirisu, Chief of Eggon 

Kano 

Alhaji -Sir Muhamm'adu Sanusi, K.B.E., C.M.G.

1
,: 

Emir of Kano, (/l!Iinister of Moslem Pilgrimag 
. Affairs) J . 

Alhaji Haruna, Emir of Hadejia -
Alhaji Muhammadu, Emir of Gumel 
M allam Adamu, Emir of Kazaure 

Katsina 

Alhaji The Hon. U sman Nagogo, C.M.G., C.B.E. 

Emir of Katsina, (iVIinister without Portfolio) 
Alhaji Abclurrahman, c .n.I..Q:; Emir of Daura 

Niger 

Mallam Muhammadu Ndayako, C.B.E., Emir of 
Biela 

Mall~m Umaru Maidubu , C.B.E., Emir of 
Kontagora , 

lVIallam 1Vluhan1madu Kobo, Emir'of Lapai 
Mallam Sulaiman~1 Barau, ?.B.E ._, Emir of A?uj flj 
Mall am Muhaminadu Sam, Ch1ef of Dabm I 
Mallam Muhammadu Bello, Chief of Agaie 
Mallam Muhammadu Bello, Chief of Paiko 
Mallam Ahmadu, Chief of Minna 
l\llallam Abubakar Agwai, Chief of Wushishi 
Mallam Muhammadu Abokin M allam, Chief of 

T cg ina 

Plateau 

M allam J\hclu llahi 1\llaikano, M. n .E., Emir of 
Wase 

Mallam Rwa'ng Pam, M.B.E., Sarkin Jos 
Mallam Ibrahim, Chief of Kanam 
?v'lallam Muhammadu 'Kwore, Chief of vVamba 
lVIr J. Y. Dimlong, Chief of Angas 
Alhaji Abclullahi Idde, . Chief of Nassarawa 

Eggon · 
Mr Mark Birse, Chief of Sura Pyem 
Nyelong, Lon)!~amai, Chief of Shendam 



LIST OF -MEMBERS-con tinued 

Sokoto 

Hon. Sir Abubakar, G.D.E., C.M.G., Sultan of 
Sokoto, (Minister without Portfolio) 

Alhaji Haruna, c.n.E., Emir of Gwandu 

MaHam Mu hammadu lVIcra, Emir of J\rgungu 

Mallam l\1uhammadu Tukur, Emir of Yauri 

··-o- . 

Zaria 
Alhaji Muhammadu Aminu, Emir of Zaria 
Mallam Muhammadu, Emir of Jema'a 
Mallam Gwamna, M.B .E., Chief 9f Kagoro 
Mallam Jibril, Chief of Birnin Gwa.ri 
Mallam Ishaya Andrew, Chief of Jt.tba 

Adviser on Moslem Law 
Maqam Junaidu, Wazirin Sokoto 
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A bub< 
A bub;; 
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Ahma< 
Ahmac 
Ahmar 
Ahmec 
Allam, 
Aliyu, . 
Aliyu, : 
Aminu, 
Anache 

Baki, A 
Bashar, j 
Basharu 
Bello, S 
Bello, 1\J] 
Bello, I\ 
Boyi, 1 

• Buba, .
1 

Buge, 1\1 

Chigari, 

Dal hat u, 
Dan Alkl 
Dank anti 
Danmala 
Dantata, 
Dasuki , T 
Davies, 1\ 
Demsa, j 

Didam, 1\ 
Dingyadi 
Diso, Alh 
Dodo, M: 
Dzungwe, 

Ekunri0, : 

Fakai, Ma 
Farouk, A 
Fatika Alh 
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tV • t ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS 
I 

OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 
(Returned at the General Election, October-Nove1i1ber, 1 956) 

ELECTED MEMBERS 

'A' 
"Abdulkadiri, Alhaji, Sarkin Dekina (Igala North) 
· Abdulkadiri, Alhaji, Sarkin Giade (Katagum West) 
Abdullahi, Alhaji . Maje, Turakin Kano (Kano South West) • · 
Abdu}lahi, Alhaji, Danburan, Sarkin J ada (Adamawa Southern 1Qrust Territory) 
Abdulmumini, Mall am (Katsina South Ceritral) 
Abuba~ar, Alhaji, Alkalin Alkalai, Sokoto (Sokoto East Central) 
Abubakar, A!haji, Dokaji, (Kura) · 
Adamu, Mallam, Sarkin Duguri (Bauchi Central) 
Ahmadu, Alhaji Shehu, o.B.E., Madakin Kano (Ringim) 
Ahmadu, Mall am, Ardo Malabu (Adamr1wa North Central) 
Ahman, Alhaji, Galadiman Pategi (Lafiagi) · 
Ahmed, Mallain Sama'ila, Sarkiri Ts~tbta Zaria (Zaria East) 
Alla"m, !VIr Joseph D. (Ukum Shitire) 
Aliyu, Alh ~"ji, C.B.E. , l\!Iakaman Bida (Bida-Agaye) 
Aliyu, Mallam, Magajin Garin Sokoto (Sokoto Town West) 
Atninu, Mallam, Dan Iya, (Dichi) 
Anac he, Alhaji Abd u, l\rlagajin Gari (T\.ontagora- \tVushishi) 

" 
'B' 

Baki, Alhaji Othm~m Ladan (Katsina Town) 
Bashar, Alhaji Muhammadu, vVambai Daura (Daura) 
Basharu, Mallam, MaidLiguri (Ydwa Town North) 
Bello, Sir Alhaji Ahmadu, K.n.E., c·.B.T~., Sardauna of Sokoto (Sokoto Central ) 
Bello, Mallam, iVIarafan Asara (Sokoto North) 
Bello, Mallam Muhammadu, Sa'rkin Gandu (Sokoto Town East) 
Boyi, Mallam Muhammadu, Galadiman G'voza (Dikw<1 South) 
Buba, Mr 'Michael Atidu (Lowland) 
Buge, Mr Gda "(J os District) 

'C' 
Chigari, Mallam Shehu (Sokoto South) 

'D'. 
Dalhatu, Alhaji, Biela (Gwandu Central) !\ 

Dan Alkali, Mallam Abba (Kano Nortp) : ,. 
Dankantoma, Mallam Baba (Gusau Town) . 
Danmalam, Alhaji Muhammadu, V/amban Katsi.na (Katsina East) 
Dantata, Alhaji Ahmadu (Kano City East) 
Dasuki, lVIall am Ibrahim, Marafan Gada (Sokoto North Central) 

o · 

v 

Davies, Mr J; B, (Special Member) .. . 
Demsa, Mall am Ibrahim, Dan Iya, Aclamawa (Aclamawa Northern Trust Territory ·South) 
Diclam, Ma11am, Kagoro (Zar~a South East) 
Dingyadi Mallam Muhammadu Sani, Makaman Sokoto (Sokoto West) 
Diso, Alhaji M.amuclu (Kano City South) • 
Dodo, Mal lam IVIuhamnwclu, Karamin J\ lblin Katsina (Katsina North East) 
Dzungwc, IVl r Ako (Kwandc) · 

'E' 
Ekunrin, Mr J. G. (Ilorin So~th ) 

'F' 

Fakai, ·Mallam M uhammadu, Sarkin Gobir, B.ayawa (Argungu) 
Farouk, Alhaji Ndagi (BidaTown) 
Fatika A')1aji Ahma.clu, Sarkin Facla (Zaria West) 

<) tl . ' 
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Vl 1\LPHABETI C!i.L Ll ~'l' 0 F 1\t~EMIJ.EIZS-continued 

'G' 
Gashash; 1\'~albm Ibrahim"Musa (Kano City \Vest) 
Greenfield, l\'Ir K. G . (Special Membq ·) 
Gwa1nna, Alhaji Isiaku (J os T own) 
Gyani, M a1lam Maude Sidi Ahmadu (Zaria South West) 

'H' · 
IInhih, Mallalll 1\.bha lVlohamnlcd ( Dik wa No i·th) I' 
Hashim, Alhaji 'Jojjani (Sumaila) 
Hassan, Alhaji, Makaman Abuja (Abuja-Lap·ai) 
Hinton, M r Donald (Special Member} 
Hurdi, Mallam Muhammadu (Hadej ia South-West) 

'I' 
Ibrahim, Alhaji, MoB.E., \Vaz irin Gumcl (Gumel) 
Ibrahim, Alhaji, Biu (Biu) 

0 

Idrisa, Mallam Maina (Potiskum) · . . 
ldrisu, Mallam, Tafidan Adamawa (Aclamawa No rtl)ern Trust Territory North) 
Imam, Mallam Baba Kura (Bornu North) 
Imam, Mallam Ibrahim (Yerwa Town South) 
Indiorhwer,· Mr Jacob Mbaakaa (J engba) 
Inuwa, Alhaji Muhammadu, Galacliman Kano (Dawakin Kudu) 
Isa, Alhaji, Kaita, O.B.E., lVLdawakin 1{atsiria (Katsina Soutl:) 
I yorkar, M r MacDonalcl(Dzungwenen (J ecira) · .I . . • 

1 Ja'afar, Mallam ~bdu;~;hi (-Bornu North West) 'J' 
1 Jarfata, Mallam Audu (Muri South W est) 
: J a tau, Mallam Gwani' (J ema'a) 
· Jibir, Mallam Daura (Kana Central) 

'K' 
Kabir, Alhaji Muhammaclu , Chiroman Katagum (Katagum Nort h) 
l{assim, Alhaji Haruna (Kana Waje) . ·. 
Keffi, Mallam Dala (Kaduna Capital Territory) 

; Kwairanga, OMallam Muhammaclu , Chi roman Combe (Combe South) 
' Kyari, Maina Abba (Beclcle) 

'L' 
La:aro, M:allam Ibrahim (Ilorin Town) 
Lame, Mallam Yakubu, Magajin Garin Bauchi (Bauchi West) 
Lawai, Alhaji MuharAmaclu, Distric;:t H ead Yanclaka .(Katsina Gentral) 
Liman, Alhaji Usman, Sarkin ~ lusawa (Katsina East Central) 
Lot, Pastor D av.id (Pankshin \iVcst~ 

'M' 
Maccido, Alhaji Muhammadu, Sarkin Kuclu (Sokoto South Central) 
Mahiru, Mallam Shehu (Zaria Town) 
Mahmud, M allam Ibrahim (Misau) 
Maihaj a, Mallam Yunusa (Nguru To\vn) 
Maikano, Alhaji Abdu ll ahi, Dutse (D t.' tse) 
Mairiga, Mallam Jibirin (Nassara\\'a) 
Maito, Alhaj i Sulaimanu (IIorin North) 
Mqiwada, Alhaji (Wudil) 
Malabu, Mallam Bello, Mad<:wakin Adamawa (Aclamaw~ South Central) 
Mami s<?, Mr E dmond, B. (Numan) · 
\'Iasta, Mallam Abba (Bornu \Vest) . 
~\1u'azu, Alhaji, Sarkin Ruma (Katsina North West) 

. Mu'azu, Mallam Lamido (Sokoto North East) ' 
0 

Muhammad, Alhaji Musa, Magajin Gari (Borgu) , 
Muhammadu , Alhaji, Magajin Gari,n Kazaurc (Kazaurc) 

.. 
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Nai 
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Nal 
Nar 
Nay 
Nur 

Obei 
Ogb· 
Ohi~ 
Ojeb 
Olaw

1 Orjin 

Sanw 
Shata 
Sheh 
Shetti

1 Shua, 
Sikka 
Saba, 
Sule, 
Sulaim 

I 
Tela, l\ 
Tijjani, 
Turcta, 

Uba, .AI 
Ubando 
U kpabi, 
Umaru, 
Umaru, 

-Usman, 
Usman, 
Usman, : 
Usman, : 

Wuyep, r 
~ . 

t 

' Yusufu, A 
Yusufu, l\ 

The Attar 
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ALPHABET l CAL LI ST OF 1\ lLl\IDFRS . ~ 
I 'M' - continued 

Muhammadu, Mallanl , Yariman Gombc (Gombc 1\orth) 
lVIuhammaclu, Mallam Sarkin Ayyuka Sokoto·( Sokoto Soutl ~-E;1 s t) 
Mukaddam; Alhaji Usman (Bornu East) " 
Musa, Alhaji, Sarkin Danko (Sokoto South) 
Mustafa, Alhaji Monguno (Bormi North-East) · 

'N' 
Nabegu, Alhaji Ali (Kano Sou th) 
Nadada, Alhaji Muhammadu Sada, Sarkin Sullubawa (Katsina North) 
Nadanko, Mallam Usm~m (Zuru) 
Nahanun Dama, Mal!am Baba· (Gwari-Kamuku) 
Namallam, Alhaji Garba, Arzika (Sokoto North-West) 
Nayaya, Mallam Jibir (Bauchi North) . 
Nunku, Alhaji Mu'azu Gambo (South~rn Plate:1u) 

Obekpa, Mr Abutu (Idoma North \Vest) 
Ogbadu, Mr Dafl.iel (Igala South) 
Ohikere, Mr ·c. U. (Okene Town) · 
Oj'eba, Mr R. B. (Igbina) 
Olawoyir~, Mr J. S. (Offa Town) . 

'0' 

Orjime, Mr Vincent Tgbarumurn (Ih:-!rTY-Masev-N ongoy) 

'S' 
Sanusi, Alhaji Ado (Gwarzo) 
Shatambaya, Mallam Adamu (Yawuri and Gwandu South) 

0 

Shehu, Mallam, Usman Sarkin Gabas (Gwandu N orth) ·- •' -
Shettima, Alhaji Yakubu (Dawakin Tofa) . . 'J 

Shua, MallarD. Abba Kyari (Borri1,1 South) · .. · 
Sikkam, Mallam Abubakar, Ma'ajin T augalc-vVaja (Tangal e-Waj a) 
Soba, Mallam Ango (Zaria North) 
Sule, Mallam, Gaya (Gaya) 
SulaimanJ Alhaji Usman (Kwara) 

'T' 
Tela, Mallam Haruna (Kaura Namoda

1
Town) · 

Tijjani, Mallam Ahmadu, Kurawa (Kano South East) 
Tureta, Alhaji Muhammadu, Turakin 

1
Sokoto (Sokoto East) 

'U' 
Uba, Alhaji, Ringim (Jahun) 

• · Ubandoma, Mallam Muhammadu (Muri N orth East) . 
Ukpabi, Mr·Ajene (Idoma Sm.1th East) . 
Umaru, Alhaji, Sarkin Fulanin Ja'idanawa (Dambatta) 0 
Umaru, Mallam, Yola (Kano East Central) 
Usman, Alhaji , Mukacldam, Yenva (Bornu East) 
Usman, Mallam, Sarkin Baura, Dange (Sokoto West Cehtral) 
Usman, Mallam Shehu Galadiman Maska (Katsina Sout h-West) 
Usman, l\tfall am Shehu, Sarkin Daji (Lalla) 

'W' 
Wuyep, Mr Gabriel (Pankshin East) · 

'Y' 

Yusufu, Alhaji, Galadiman Haclejia (Hadejia N'orth Eas.t) 
Yusufu, Mall ~m Tanko ('Wubri ) 

Official Member 

The Attorney- General, Northern Reg ion 
I 
' . ~ 

; 

, 

.Vlt 



Vllt 

GOVERNMENT OF NO~THERN NIGERIA 

(Formed by A lhaji the Houourable Sir A hmadu Bello, K.B.E . , M.IT .A., tile Sardauna of Sohota 
0 in Dec.ember, 1956) . 

The Premier, Alhaji the Honourable Si r .Ahmadu Bello, K.n.r::., 1\I.ll. i\., S:trd:llln:t o!' Sokoto 

The llonomahk ~ir Abu b:tkar, G.B.E., c.l\·I. G., M.Jl. C., ~ultan of Sokoto- N!inislcr wit !tout P ortfolio 

The Honourable 'Alhaji Sir Muhammadu Sanusi, I<. B.E., C.M. G., M .H. C., Emir of Kana-Minister 
for Pilgrim's Affairs . · 1 

The Honourable Alhaji Usman Nagogo, c.M.G., c.n .E. , IVI.H.c., Emir of Katsina-Jl1inister 1cithout 

&~~ . 
The Honourable Atoshi Agbumanu IV, o.n.E., IVI.I!. C., Aku of \Vukari-Jl1inister wit!wut Portfolio 

·The Attorney -General, the Honourable IVIr H. H. Marshall, C.iVI.G., Q. C. 

The lVIinister ··of Fina~ce, the Honourable Alhaji Aliyu, c.B.E., M.H.A., Makaman of Bida 

The Minister of Education, The Honourable Alhaji Isa· Ka1ta, o.n.E ... lVI. II .. \., M:1da\\'aki ofKatsina . 

The lVIinist~r of Trade and In'dustry, the Honourable lVI. Abba Habib, 1\T.l-I.A. . . 
. . 

The Minister of \i\;orks •. _!]."(t_I::_Ionourablc Mr George U. Ohikere, M.H. A. . 

The Minister of Land and Survey, the Honourable Mallam Ibrahim l\Jusa Gashash, M.H.A., 

The Minister for Local Government, the Honourable Alhaji Abdullahi lVIaikano Dutse, M.H.A. 

The Minister of Health', the Honourable Al_haji Ahman Pateg1, M.H.A., Galadima of Pategi 

The Minister of Agriculture, the Honourable Alhaji Mustafa Monguno, M.I-i.A. ~ 

· The Minister of Animal Health and Forestry, and for Northe1n Cameroons· Affai rs, the Honour~ble 
. Alhaji Abdu llahi Dan Buram Jada, M.I-I.A., Ga ladima of Jada 

. . 
The Minister of Social Wc;Ifare and Co-operatives, the Honourable Mallam .Michael A. Buba, 

M.H.A., Waziri of Shendam · 

The Minister of Internal Affaris, the Honourable lVI. Shehu Usman, M.H. A., Galadima of Maska 

Ministers of State-The Honourable Mallam Mu'azu Lamido, M.H .A. 

The Honourable Alhaji Muhammadu 'r\.abir, M.H. A., ' Chiroma of Katagum . 

The Honourablel\llr D. A. Ogbad.u, M .B .A .. 

The Honou 1~ ble Mr Abutu Obekpa, M.H.A. 

PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARIES 

(do 110t sit in t.h.e House of Chiefs) 

Premier's Department-Mr S . A. · Ajayi , M.H.A. 

Ministry of Finance- Alhaji Ahmadu Fatika, M.J-I.A., Sarkin Fada, Zaria 

Ministry of"Education-Alhaji Dalhatu Bida, M.H.A. 

M inistry of Trade and Industry-Mallam Tanko Yusufu, M.H.A. 

Ministry of \V'orks-Alhaji Ibrahim, Biu, M.H.A. ' 
Ministry of Land and Survey-Malla!~1 Sule Gaya, M.H.i\ 

M inistry for Local Governmcnt-Aihaji Muhammadu Bashar, M.tr.A., \Vamban Daura 

Ministry Qf Health-Alhaji Ndagi Faruk, M.H.A., Tafidan)?ida 

Ministry of Agricultu're- Aihaji Usman Sulaiman, M.H.A. 
• • I 

f ,, 
I 

' 

Ministry o(Animal Health and F:orestrv, and Minist ry for Northern C:1m croons /\fFairs- Aih :1ji 
Mu'azu Gambo Nunku, M.H.A . · 

Mi~istry of So.cia l Welfare and Co-opcratives- IVIr Edmond B. Mamiso, !VI.H . .'\. 

Ministry of Inter~ al Affairs- Alhaji Tijjani Hashim, M.H.A. . 
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IX 
PRINCIPAL OFFICEW:i _ A~D UFFlClALS X 

President 
Alhaji the Honot:1rable Haruna, c .B.E., JVUL C. 

(Emir of G \\·andu) (President Jfouse of Chit>fs) 

Deputy President 
Alhaji Umaru • Gwandu, · M .B.E., (Spealwr 

Northern House of Assembly) 

Clerk to Regional Legislature 
Al!-:aji Muhammadu Ladan, M.~.E , 

. Clerk Assistant. 
*M. Abdullahi K. Muhammadu 

. '·~ccond Clerk Assistant 

Vacant ' 

Editor of Qfficial Report (Hansard) 
Mallam Mukhtar A. Tahir 

Reporte2s 

'*' Miss M. S . Steele 

:i\I. Abdulmalik 

M. Sabo U sman 
i'vl. Ilh ahim E tsugai c 

Interpreters /Translators 
. i\1 . Ibrahim Fari · . 

M. Sani 13ala' · 
:\'I. Sulain1an A. Ycro 

. Serjeant at Arms 
ItS. l\1. i\hdulLthi [\Iango, ll.l·:. JV I. 

----.x;-Second-ed from oth er Govern ment Depart- ~' 
mcnts. · . 
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THE PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES 
OFFICIAL REPORT 

OF THE FIRST JOINT SITTING 
I N THE THIRD SESSION OF TflE SECOND PARLIAMENT_ OF . NORTHERN 
NIGERIA APPOi r TED TO MEET AT LUGARD HALL ON THE SECOND 

DAY OF JANUARY; 1960 

VOLUME I 

HOUSE OF CHIEFS AND 
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

JOINT SITTING 
Saturday, 21id January, 1960 
The House met at lO o'clo.ch 

(Tim PRESIDENT in the Chair) 

PRAYERS 
II 
I . 

Mr Pr'esident (Alhaji The Hon. Haruna, 
C.B.E., M.H .C.): I should like to wclc'omc all 
the Memo<.: r~s, of both Houses to the first Join.t 
Sitting. If the Members have no objection, I 
v,rill start with ite.m 3 on the Order Paper. So I 
will call upon the Emir of Katsina. 

' .Adjournment Siue die- Motion 

The Emir of Katsina (Alhaji The Hon. 
Usman N~gogo, ·C.M.G., C.B.E., M.H.C.): 
I .beg to move, That this Joint Sitting at its 
rising this day do adjourn sine die . . 

The Aku of Wukari (The Hon. Atoshi 
Agbom.anu O.B.E., M.H.C.): I beg to second. 

Question jJroposed. . J \ · I: 

Mr J. S. Olawoyin (Offa Town): I do not 
support this Motion. ·what is the need · for 
moving such a motion to adjourn sine die? I 
should therefore suggest · to the President to 
allow this motion. to be suspended. ·. . 

The· Minister of Education (Alhaji The 
Hon. Isa Kai ta, O.B.E.) :· On point of order. 
Has the hon. 1\'Iembcr put down an amend-
ment? · 

• !! I 
Mr President: J\ctually, he ha~ not. 

M. lbrahim Imam ( l' nwa '1 'own South): 
There is no need to put down any amendment. 
He is speaking on a Motion already moved by 
the Emir of Katsina, and he has a right as a 
Member of this Hou se to make his point. 

Mr Olawoyin: T'hc ]\[ini ster has no right , 
to mislead tht; Prt:siclent. It is the procedure _in 

any Parliament to allow a lVIember of the 
Parliament to express his view with regard to 
the p<'int being debated in the House. In this 
case, the Emir of Katsina has already moved a 
Motion and I am speaking on that Motion. 

Mr President :.I think there is plenty of time, 
'up to 6 o'clock. Now, we can hear the views of , 
the other Members. ; I 

i , I 
M. Ibrahim Imam: I shduld like, with due I 

• respect to the Chair, to state the importance of 
the fact that this 1\'Iotion is pre-mature and 
intended to infringe the right of the minorities. 
The contention of the Opposition is that the · 
Government did not consult · us before the · 
selection was made .. 

Mr President: \V e have not come to that 
point yet. 

M. Ibrahim Imam: Thank you, Mr 
President. As a matter of course, the Members 
of this House will take a longer time to debate 
the Motion to be moved by the hon. Premier, 
in fact, longer time than tf'lc Government 
anticipated. T~.is the reason why we feel 
very much concerned over this Motion and we 
should therefore express dur 1disappointment. 
\Ve have no other alternative than to oppose it. 

The Hon. Acting Attorney-General 
(Mr I.M. Lewis:) All that can be done with 

. regard to this motion is either to accept or reject 
it; not, as the Member for Offa has pointed 
out, to suspend it. · 

Quest£on put and agreed to. 

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY 
THE Gt)VlmNOR 

Mr President: Ho(\. i\Iembers, the procla-
mation having been p-liblished in the t-J'orthern 
Regional 'Gazette .and circulated to you all, is 
taken as read. I will now proceed to read a 
message which I have r-eceived .. from His 
Excd lency, the Gon:rnor of the Northern 
Region, Sir Gawain Bell:-
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.. 

[l\IIH PRES IDENT] 

1'3 1st D ecember, 1959. 

"The Presi dent, 
Joint Sitting of the H ouse of C hi efs and 
House of Assembly summoned in accordance 
with m y. Proch mation of the 23rcl December, 
1959, . 
Lugard 1 !all ,. 
Kadu na . 

I S ir 
j· • In ac:cor clance with regul ati on 3 of the 
Election (Scn :1te) (N orthern I ~ cg i on) Regula­
tions, 1959, I have ~elected the follo\\ in g 
twelve persons to represent .J6-l.c N orthern 
Region as members of the :::i cnate of the 
Federal Legislature: - • 

Mallam Hassan Yola, Tur:aki: A dam awa 
P rovin ce 

Alh aji Abubakar Garba, Madakin 
Bauchi : Bauchi ProYin ce 

. lVIr Henry Oravande Abaagwu: Benue 
Province 

· · Zanna IVIegella Sherif: Bornu Provjncc 
M allam S ani Okin: II orin Province 
Mallam Abdussalami Yusufu: Kabba 
. Provin ce , 

Alhaji l\ 1u hamn~aclu Sani U ngogo : Kana 
Province 

M allam Hassan Rall.ncladi: K atsina 
·Pro vince 

Alhaji Ab ubakar Bak : N iger Province 
Mallam Bawa 1\!J:alake: Plateau Prov'ince 
Maliam Muhammaclu Sani Dingyadi: 

Sokoto Province , 
M allam N uhu Bamalli : Zaria Province 

Now, therefore, I do h ereby invite· tQiS 
Joint sitting of the House of C hiefs and 
House of Assembly to approve the selection 
of the . af01'esaid twelve persons as members 
of tl1e Senate to represe nt the No rthern 
Region . 

0
G AWAl N BELL, 

Govemor of the N orthern R egion" 

ORDER OF THE DAY 
Appointment of Senators-Motion 

The Minister of Education (Alhaji The 
Hon. !sa Kaita, O.B.E.): I beg to move the 
Motion stan li ng in the name of the H on: 
Premier on th e O rder Paper, 

.. That thi s Joi1i t S irti1ig of th e H ouse of C hi e fs 
and H ouse of .. Assembly h ereb y ap p ro\·es the 
appointment of each of the fo ll owing se lected by 
His E xcell ency, th <.: G overn or of th e Northern 
R egi on of Nigeri a in accorcL111 ce \\·i\h n ·gulation 3 
o f th e Ekcti nn s (SL· n:lt!:) (No rthnn !{cgio ll ) Rq . .;u­
~ion s , l <JS9, a-.:1 ;\ ll'lllbcroft ht(· St' l l< ll l'l <l l'l'lli·,·s(·Ji t 

the N orthern R L·.g ion :- .- ~ -

IVIallam · Hassan Yola, #furaki: Adamawa 
Province 

Alhaji Abubakar Garba, ·l'viadakin · Dauchi: 
Bauchi Prov ince 

lVI r H enry Oravandt.: Aba ag\~· u: I3 cnu c Province 
Zanna IVIegclla Sherif: B 0rnu Provin ce· 
!VIal lam Sani Okin: Ilo rin Prov ince 
Mallam ,.'\hdussalami Yusufu: 1\: .ahha l'ro vi11 cc 
.'\ lhaji 1\tluh anunad u . :-:i ani ~ U ngogo: 1\.ano 

Province 
Iy'lallant H assa n Rafindadi :. J\:a t$ ina PrO\·ince 
Alh~ji Abubakar Bale: Niger Province 
!VIall am Bawa IYialake: Plateau Province 
Malfam !Vluhammadu· Sani Dingvadi: Sokoto 

Province . . 

l\tl all am N uh(t Bamalli: (0aria Prov ince. 

1\!Ir President, we ·have now heard His 
Excellency's · message inf9rming you of his 
selection of twelve persons to represent our 
Region as members of the Senate of the:Federal 

. L egislature. His Excellency now invites us to 
approve this selection and the Motion before 
the Joint Houses today calls us to give-our 
a-pproval. 

However, before we proceed further with our 
business, M embers may find it useful if I 
remi1i.d th em bri efly of the backgrou:rofd leading 
to this new. political development in J. - ~gerian 
constitutional history. At the Constitutional 
Conferei1ce held in London in 1957, it was 
agreed ' that th ere. shou ld be two Legislative 
Houses for the Federation: a House of Re­
presentatiyes an.d 'a Senate. The Senate's life 

· was to be conterminous with that of the House 
of Representatives and it was to have similar 

· powers to· that House save that it should have 
no power to initiate or . to delay money Bills. 

It would also have·delaying powerfor a period 
of six months over Bills, other than money 
Bills, which had been passed by the House of 
Representatives . In other words, .the Senate 
is to play a role similar in many respects to that 
of the House of Lords in London. · 

As regards the composition of the Senate the 
Conference recommended, and the recom­
mendations have been written in the amended 

. Constitution, that each Region should provide 
twelve St nators who should possess the same 
qualifications as those required for membership 
of the House of Representatives, who should 
not be less than forty years .old and who should 
not be 'members or retain membership of any · 
othe11 Legislative House. At that i 957 Con­
ference, our Government indicated its intention 
that the twelve Senators shou ld each represent 
one of ou·r provinces . The Conference left 
the nomination of Senators, subj.ect to those 
qualifications, to Governments as they saw fit. 
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You nO\\. han:: before you the: list of twelve 
eminent pc.: rsons, submitted by the Regional 
Government, w.ho have been selectee;! by His 
Excellency to represent our Region in the 
Federal Senate. They arc, without exception, 
persons of great experience not only ~f their 
own provinces but of Regional Affairs, ' and I 
am confident that they are well fitted to fill the 
l_1igh posts to \\·hi ch they arc to be call ed, and to . 

• bear the responsibili ty of the rep resentation of 
our Reg~on in' the new Senate.· 

In accordance with paragraph 10 of the 
Standing Orde rs of this Joint Sitting, I now · 
move the Ioti6n for a resolution approving 
His Excellency's selection of these twelve 
persons. 

M inister of Trade and' Industry (The 
Hon. Abba Habib): I beg to second. 

Questiou propos('d . . 

Sarkin Nasarawa Eggon, Alhaji 
Abdullahi Idde: I rise to support: this selection 
mad e by His Excell ency th e Governor of th e 
Northern· Region. In my opinion the sele.ction 
is an important step forward and doubtlessly· 
pleasing to all of us especially that each province 
in the Ndrthern Region is represented . ; Dut I 
wou ld be ~ ykase <.l · to know, Mr President, 
whether from amongst those selected, one· or 
two would be r~qu ired to reside in Lagos . 

Mr J. S. Olawoyin (Offa Town): Mr 
President, the Motion of the Minister of 
Education is unfortunate, improper and un­
popular on the following grounds. The method 
of . appoin~ment adopted by the Government 
is in sharp confli ct with the unanimous agree­
{llent reached at the ·London Constitutional 
Conference. I refer all Members· of 'the House 
to paragraphs 29 and 30 of the Report of the 
Conference. The Govdrnment has exhibi ted 
flagrant disregard for Parliamentary Opposition 
and also exposed the dictatorial tendency of the 
Northern Peoples Congress Government. It 
is also shocking that the N orthern Peoples 
Congress has not taken into consideration the 
fact that the Oppo~ition Parties in the North . 
won as many as. thirty-three seats in the recent 
electi.o11 to the House of Representatives . Now 
the Northern Peoples. Congress wants to 
bamboozle t'he House by making the appoint­
ments solely ~1nd exclusively from Members 
of the No rthern Peop les Conrrress tO' the . o ' I , 
excl usion of the Members of the Oppo

1
sition 

Parties in the Nor~hcrn Region. lt is also 
unfortunate because this is the fi rst meeting 
of the House in this year of Inckpcndcnce and 

. the first duty of.the Northern Peopl'es Congress · 
'Government is to show it ~ di sh.:spec't fo~ · P:1.rli :1-
ment~1ry Opposition. 

The M inister has exp lained to us what ha~ 
lead to the appointment of the Senators in this 
country, but he deliberately om mitted some 
material facts . Paragraphs 2<J and · 30 of the 
Report definitely .sh0\\1_ t~~~ .. the _Qovern_ments _ _ 

·· of all Regions should consult the Opposition 
Parties in their respective Regions before 
making any appointments. It was agreed that, 
in appointing Senato rs, the selection should . 
not be made to the exclusion of the Opposition 

·Parties. But, ·contrary to this agreement, the 
No rthern Peoples Congre!:>~ has now appointed 
twelve Senators, all of whom are defeated 
Norther,n Peoples Congress candidates in the 
last Federal elections, ·without consulting 
anybody. 

The lVIinister told us in his speech that the 
Senators well represent the N orthern Region, 
and that the Mumbers of the Senate should 
ha ve· equal qualification with the Members of 
the · House . of Rep resentatives. Wii:h your 
permission, I would like the Ministe r to give an 
answer to this question. How wo uld unpopular 
Northern Peoples Congress candidates who 
were defeated in an election, have the same 
qualificatiOJ1s with the popular candidates of the 
Opposition Parties who were elected ' to the 
House of Representati ves? Secondly, how would 
somebody who was rejected even by his OW!). 
party a t the nomination level-that he should 

. not contest the election because he was sure to 
fail, and ·r a~ here referring to Malian Sani 
Okin of Ilorin-·-have the same qual ification with: 
l\ lr Olatunde who was elected to the H ouse ofl' 
Representatives . H e fa iled to secure nomi nation 
at the party Level. [ALI-IAJI D ALHATU BmA: 
"How do you-kno:-v?J I know because the Emir 
of II orin [Ho~ . MEMBERS: Sit down]. 

Mr Presideh~ : There is no amendment. 

Mr J. S. Olawoyin: T 'hank you, Sir. 

Hon. Alhaji Isa Kaita: Mr President, Sir, 
on a point of order. I would like the Member to 
withdraw hi s . improper motive on the E mir 1 

of Ilorin . [IVIn J. S . 0LAWOYi N : "Which 
Order"] 26. 

Mallam Ibrahim Imam: P oi ri.t of Order; 1 

Mr President. 

M·r President: !lad rcn;wrks should not 
be made against a1\y rt1ember. I would ask ' 
the ·Member to withdraw hi s statement. 

Mr J. S. Ol~~·0yin : Than k you, M r 
President. I t . is pU iamcntary practice that · 
nobody· should argue with the Chair. It is 
also the pr;1ctice. th;lt if anybod y wishes to 
mi srepresent the opinio n of a Member he 
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s.hould explai n himsel f to the ~pcake r. The 
Minister of Education is misrepresenting me, 
t have never .said an ything against the Emir 
Of Ilorin. But I withdr;m. 

It is now j)h in that th e Mini ster can not give 
rCllSOll:tblc : · 1 11 ~; 1\T l' S t() Ill Y t'jttcst i ~ lll S t()' S ~()\1" 
whether th~ t rn popttl:tr_ t(~ >rlc :1ppoir11cd :ts 
Senators have the salllc qtt ;tlilicatio tl with the 
popular Action Croup and No rthern Elements 
Progress ive Un ion cand idates who have been 
popularly elected by the people of the Northern 
Region to the House of Representatives'. I 

· 11ave one golden advice for the No rthern 
Peoples Congress Government, Mr President, 
and that is that the No rthern Peoples Con­
gress wo uld lose nothing but would gain the 
admiration of the whole \\;o rld if it co uld, on 
the grounds already explained and further 
grounds which will be brought to the floor 
of the Ho1:1se l:;>y the L eader of the Opposition, 
withdraw all these names and consult the 
Pa~:liamentary Opposibon . before making its 
selection. They should do so ~F. orily for the 
fact that the Prime Minister of the F ederati on 
will be cmbarrascd, being a· member of the 
Northern Peoples Co ngrc;ss, to find that the 
other Regions have consulted their Opposit ion 
parties before making the appointments, but 
that his own party has . not done so because 
of their usual dictatorial way. 

:Lastly, ~sha ll give one final cxar'np lc. Ju st as 
the Minister referred to the · House of Lords, 
I shall refer to . the House of Chiefs in the 
Region. All Chiefs and Emirs who are Members 
of the House of Chiefs represent th ci r respective 
Emirates . T h ey are traditi onal heads of their 
areas and should not be <.'xpected · to afriliate 

• with any poli tical party. Therefore, they fully 
represe!'it the ~orthern Region in the House of 
Chiefs. Therefore, sin ce the upper ho.use is 
to have . representati ves from each R egion, 
the Senators ''"ho at'e politieia1is must represei1t 
each shade of political op ini on. in each l~cg i on. 
But all these u npopular and ddeatecl No rthern 
Peoples . Congress candidates ''"ho arc .now 
appointed Senators cannot claim to be represen­
tatives of the Northern Region. lVIr President, 
Sir, I beg to oppose thi s Motion. 

Mallam Maude Gyani (Zaria South West) 
(in H a_usa): I . rise: To.-: appreciate the se lection 
of · these people as Senators. Surely, M r.­

.President, Hi s E xcell cncv the Gove rnor has 
~ade a wi se selection. ·Bt.lt , ,,·hilt: speaking on 

, this Motion bcfnre the Joint S ittin g. I ·would 
'{ike to remin d the Opposition j\'fc,;lhcrs, \\'ho 

arc sitting beside me, that it is ti111c \\c pulkd 

ourselves . together. This is a national issue on 
which we should have one. voice. I would lik~, 
therefore, all of us here to bear tn ·mind that 
,,·e' should forget all our internal differences 
and sec to it that those who are expecting the 
downfall of our Region are disappointed. . . 

1 :till ll()t :t. lllt'tnhcr of the 1 ort hcrn Peoples 
Co ng ress hut L now 'speak as a Northerner, 
ami as such I must be proud of whoever arc 
selected from the N orth. I)1 my opinion, it is 
inappropriate to listen to the Opposition who 
have just come here to cause confusion. vVe 
should all hope that these twelve people 
selected to represent us ih the Senate will 
make it a pledge to ·serve this Region and 
bear in mind the overall interests ofthe people. 
\Ve shou!·d a·Iso remember that we are · now 
talkin¥1 of Independence. ~ 

Mr Olawoyin: Point of Order 13 of the 
new Order:s. [M. IBRAHIM IMAM: "Equivalent 
to 26 (4) of the House of Assembly Orders."] 

. . 
Mr President: \Vhat do you want to point 

out.to him? · 
I 

Mr Olawoyin: He. was talking of Independ-
ence, and we are not talking about Independence 
now, it is therefore ir relevant. 

Mall am Maude Gyani: .I cannbt follow 
his point. Vlithout achieving Regional autonomy 
and expecting to achieve Federal Independence 
in due course, could we have reached this 

·stage in our constitutional evolution? All 
these things are owed to the No·rthern Peoples 
Congress. I therefore have every right to say 
son\ething on it. , 

lVIr Pres ident, S ir, in m)r opinio1/;t is high 
time we ignore all the confusions.the Opposition 
is trying to cause. With these few remarks, 
I fullY: ~upport . the selection of the:Je ·people 
as Senators. 

Mallam Ango Soba (Zaria North) (in 
Hausa): Mr President, Si r, I rise to oppose 
the m ethod used in se lecting these people to 
represent the North in the Senate, because it 
is improper. It is not that ~ve hate those 
selected, not in tli.e least, all that we oppose is 
the method. BefDre selection of such a nature 
is dqne in this Region I was of the opinion that 
Members of the Opposition Bench would be 
consulted. This is very important. 

At a·i1y rate, ,I am very ple~sed that the 
selection has been made o·n provincial basis. 
1t \Yould only have been better had it been' 
that durin g the selection the state ·of the 
p:trti es. in c<t c lt province was first taken into 
considnation . Thus, in provinces where the 
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Opposition parties . \\"Oil a majority during th <.: 
recent Federal elections, the Opposition should 
have been asked· to selc.ct a rep resen tat ive to 
th.c Senate. For iHs tance, in Za ri <t \\;here the. 
Opposition wo n si~ ' <;.f the eight seats and the 
Northern Peop les Cong ress \\·on only t\\·o . 

1t is important to not.e that eY<.:ryone privi­
leged to sit here today represents his peop le. 
In the light ,of th is fact I, th erefore, see no 
reason why we :have been ignored. Conside ring 

. the votes scored by the Opposit ion parti es in 
this Region during. the la:>t E lection, it wo uld 
be found .that it is u'ndcmocratic to disregard the 
Oppositiqn complete ly. F rom what we have 
been hea ring of other countries, lVIr Presi·dem, 
we have been m ade to believe that Governments 
do consu lt their Leaders of ()pposition on 
matters such as this. H owever, we, the Opposi ­
tion, are still on our gua rd to sec to the defeat 
of those who arc m ili tat ing against our 
interests-by the grace of God. It is ve ry 
shameful to note too that soine Members who 
are now on the Government side were elected to 
thi s House on the platfo rm ~ of the Opposition 
Parties but qcisscd the ca rp<.:t. Th t:y art: UI \­

grateful hypocrites. 

Mr President: \Vc arc .now talk ing on!)' 
about the selection of Senators . 

M . Ango Soba · (in ffa.usa): Thank yo u . 
1\!Ir President. We of the Oppos ition . oppose 
the m ethod used in the st': lcct ion of th ese 
Senators, because we arc sure, though we arc 
not considered, that their wo rk <ls Senators 
will affect us. \ Ve ,,·ou ld, therefore, like to m ake , 
ft clear to this J o!nt S itting that we oppose th e 
method and as such \\"C have no support fo r th<.: 
Motion now before th e House at al l. 

· M. Haruna Tela (Kaura "Namoda T ow n) 
(in Hausa): Mr Prcs idei1t, I have seen only · 
one thing to talk on '' i th regard to this Motion. 
Sir, I have never seen an i nstancc where a 
parent of ten children decides to abandon one 
of them. \ i\That is obviously approp riate is for the 
parent to bring up all of them without discrimi­
nation .• I ·am afraid , Si r, it is not so with our 
Government. It has real ly shown discrimination 
in the select ion of the Senators. The Govern­
ment has shown tha t Opposition iVIembers 
should be ignored. But ,·Lil_uugil tlte Co\Tr itltteitl 
may -not know the actiYities of these people, 
we from villages, kno\Y their bchaviouts quite 
well. vVe know ho"· they often vict i.mise the 
common peop le. 1 ther~ fo re oppose the way 
this selection was carried out. 

1'1· Shehu Mahiru (Zaria U rban) (iu 1 lm1sn): 
I ri se to comment () JI the select ion or th ese 

. people . The ohj ecti\·e is to help the Reg ion as 

I 
' ! 

a \\·hol e, but in ;tctual ract this will in Ill) way 
contri~1ute to the material progress of this 
Region. The reason why I say so is that all the 
people sekcted <ttT i11cmbcrs of the Torthe rn 
Peoples Congress and I am sure they are 

·people '' ho wi ll not cater for· the-' Region's 
interest generall y. They arc not people of 
~ ntcgrity who \Yill g i,·e an .unbiased service to 
the coLrntry. T hey arc not ;people who will 
sympathise \\'ith the common people of this 
Region and when they get to the Senate they vvill 
not ca re tu help th e Region as a whole . They 
wi ll not advance any arg uement that will aiel 
th e progress of t he peop le . They will only be 
keen in pleasing the se lec~e d few at the top. 
lVIr Presid ent, th is .s c-~ec tio n is improper. Had it 
been p roperl y made S~I ' Ol ~ people who are in 
syri'1pathy with the Opposit ion wo uld have been 
selected . Th is app roach to the selection clearly 

. shows that we arc now going back to the old 
undemocratic Government which knew no 
opposition at al l. If the selection had been 
democratically clone, at least an opposition 
member wo uld have been included. · 

Alhaji Is a Kaita: This gentleman is only . 
abusing th ese people. Point of Order 24 (2). 

Mr President: I th ink .the Hon. Minister is 
co rrect. 

M. Shchu Mahiru (i"u 1 I a1~.w) : 'rii r President, 
l wou ld suggest that this selection be rej ected 
because those selec ted arc not p eople of 
intearitv. - , - · 

b J t; 
Mr J. G. Ekur.in (IIotinSou'th) : Mr Presi cle ~t, 

in opposing thi s l\Iotion,· l should like to make 
tl1rce important remarks. 'The Gov·ernment 
has acted in an undemocratic an'd unfair .. way 
'in t:•,e select ion of these twelve Senators to the 
Federal Upper ] -l ouse becaus<.: :-

( 1) the Gyvernme nt failed to recognise an,d 
comply with the procedure:; laid clown by the 
Government itself in the Report of the Consti­

itutional C onference · for the selection of 
Senators; 

(2) it is clea rl y bid do\\"n in the procedure 
that c·onsultat ion must be made w ith the 
opposit ion before the selec ti on of those _twelve 
men cou ld be made. · .o 

J\s th ese l\\TI\T n:tnws ol th e men :t ppcarccl 
in. th<.: Urdn Paper today, l rt.:all y believe tha t 
their · selection h ~t s already been made by the 

1
Government some clays ago after consu lting 
111any me;nhcrs of Covernme nt side of the 
1-louse onl y ~tnv: perhaps the twelve people · 
themselves, but \\ ithout any co nsultatiOJ1 with 
th e oppos iti on. It has n0\\1 just been brought 
hd ort.: ~lte .llotJ sc today -fo r ti S to hear what . 
has been don e ; . 
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(3 ) it was also laid down Ill th e procedure 
that co nside ration ought to be made by the 
Governm ent with the Opposition in the sdcction 
in order tha t th e op posit ion ma y be give n 
rep resenta tion' in the Upp~ r House . i\t Llcast 
two pcup le Clltght to he sc!ec ted · !"mtll th e 

. Opposit'ion hy th e (f;m·Cl'nmetH, bu t the 
(_;o\·ern ment failed to do SO and that ShO\\'S 
that the i\Torthern Peoples Co ng ress Govern­
ment wou ld not give any rega rd to the Opposi- . 
tion parties in this House. 

In any democrati c Government full respect 
oug ht to be given to the Opposition \\·ho 
should even be consulted on all nati onal alt"airs. 
For these reasons, I advise the Government to 
withdraw this lVIotion until \\·e ll co nsultati on 
has been · had with the Opposition . 'fhcrcfor~ 
Sir, I beg to oppose the motion. 

M. Basharu (Yc rwa Town No rth) (in 
lfausaj: I rise to oppose the Motion before the 
House on the g1·ouncl that the Government has 

· clearl y shown 1a complete di sregard for th e 
Opposition. I would s u ggest~o the Government 
to suspend this l\1Iotion fo_r six moi1ths so as to 
sec how other Regions would make their own 
selection. l\ly fear of the Northern P eoples 
Congress Government is now genuine in that 
the Government, being conscious of its \Y'.:ak­
nesses , calls upon the Chiefs · together with the 
Members of the House of"As~emb ly to put a 
ru bber. stam p to what iS: a fait acco111pli. I know 
that the Emirs and C hiefs were not consu lted 
·before th is selection was made. Every l\'Iember 
of this Ho use knows that I have not attended the 
London Constitutional Conference , but my 
party , which is affiliated to a party that \vas 
represented at the Conference, \vas rep resen ted 
by a member, who I am sui·c understood al l 
that \vent on at the Conference. l\ 'Ir President, 
Sir, I beg to oppose the l\ Iqti on before the 
H ouse. 

Alhaji Isyaku Gwam.na (los To\m). (in 
Hausa): .I 1;isc to support the !\lotion before 
the House. With regard to the sckction, Sir, 
I think the Government. has clone \Ye ll to choose 
these eminent people b'cca use th ey are m en of 
great experie nce, and I am pleasecj. to under- . 
stai1d that all those chose n are abo ve the age 
of fo rty. T his shows that the peop le are fu lly 
m atured to takcO the responsibilities given to 
them. · · .. -· · 

M r Presi dent, Sir, taking the names of th ese 
people one b ~' one,· I find that each. Province 
in · the N orth is represented. This is th e most 
importan t thing attached to thi s se lect ion . 
Taking for c.\ ampk the Turaki of Ac!amawa : 

Senators 1\l ut iuJt 12 

he has done a lot for this Region. He has a 
sense of responsibility and all. the requisite 
qualifications. He · is also a man of integrity. 
Turning now to the proposed Senator for 
Bauchi P1:ovincc, the Maclawaki of Bauchi 
Ma ll f m Abuqakar, everyone knows the great 
work hc'l.1as done for this Rcgion.lVlr Prcsidex1t, 
these people arc 'full y qualifled to represent 
this Region in the ~cnate and as such I feel we 
should support the Motion and not listen to the 
Opposition who have nothing s~nsibl e to say. 

l\rir President, \\·hen \ ve were at home we 
heard over the Radio ~omc comments about 
the selection mad~ by somebpdy from the 
Opposi tion Bench, who calls himself the Opposi- · 
tion Leader. H e commented that the Opposition 
should have been consulted fi rst before the 
selection was made. He is mistaken. ·while 
still on this Sir, I woul.d like the G overnment 
to inform the House who arc the Opposition 
and \vhen their Leader was appointed. I have 

. for 1I'ong been a Member of this House and all 
' tha t I know is that the Leader of the Opposition 

'\v a ~ deposed. They l arc now all scattered and 
most uncertain of ~hcmselves but, they continue 
to say that. the Opposition should have been 
consulted . · 

Mr President: You at;c going out of the 
way. vVe are talking on Senators. 

Alhaji Isyaku Gwamna (in Hausa:): I know 
these people selected · will well represent this 
Region because of their vast experience which 
wil l enable them to co-operate with other 

. experienced peop le in the Senate to run the 
affairs of the country as .a whole·~ J am sure that 

· these people will do their work we\! and I hope 
l\'Ir · President \vill now put the question. I 
support the Motion. 

: Alhaji Isa Kaita (iu J-l au~a) .: 1' feel that we 
' are wasting our tim e on this l\'Iotion . Those 

who 1 have· spoken against it have not put 
forward any concrete suggestions to the con­
trary. \Ve can sec th<H their comments are 
centred on one point an d tha.t is the Opposition 
has not been consulted . [l\ I. InEAHIM IMAM: Is 
the M inister ' addressing the House?] Mr 
Olawoyin eYc,n went so far as to ca use confusion 
\yhen he was talking on Pa ~-ag raphs 29 and 30 
of the Report of the Constitutional Conference. 
The most disappointing thing is that he did 
not read the Report very well nor did he have 
time to read 'the relevant Sections. There is no 
where in the Repor t which says that the Opposi: 
tion must be consul ted on such appo intments . 
In paragraph ~0 , it \Yas only sa id that the 
Goi'c rnmen! would ap point on.l y t\\·c lvc people 
and that was what I. sai d. 
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13 .·ljJj;uin l lll l' ltt of 2 ]:\NU. \RY l'J6U Snw ttt) , .\lutiu11 • 
Mallam Ibrahi~ Imam: Point of ·Order, 

IVIr President, 24 ( lJ ). (No M ember s!tuu!d speak 
more than once e.Ycept 1clten reply ing). The 
Minister has alre~ d y moved 111S l\Iotion, but I 
should. like to have some . interpretation by the 
Attorney-General on·this Standing Order of the 
Joint Sitting. 

Alhaji Isa Kaita: I am givmg the reply 
lVIr President. On th e points made so far by 
hon. M embers, th ere is nqthing reall y worthy 
of an answer. An hon. l\Iember told the -
Hous'e that all these people contested the last 
Federal Elections and they were all · defeated. I 
want the House to understand that this is 
enttrely untrue. Al)other hon. Member abused 
the privileges of this House to say something . 
inalicious about these people who Qre not here 
and cannot for that reason defend themselves. 
I move that the question be now put. 

M. Ibrahim Imam: No, lVIr President. We 
of the Opposition find it very . difficult to g.ive 

·our approval to this ]\lotion of the Minister of 
Education unless some facts attributing to the 
misconception of some sections of . the Report 
of the Nigeri ;m Constitutional Copference in 
London of 1957 have been clarified. IVIr Presi~ 
dent, it is tr-u e that the Report of the Tigerian 
Constitutional, Conference has no force of Jaw 
on the Constit't:~tion itself, but, being a Report 
agreed upon by1''a ii the Leaders of the major 
parties .in London with the Colonial Secretary 
in the Chair, it is the duty incumbent on the 
Leaders of the N orthern Peoples Congress to 
see that 'the convention agreed upon in London 
at the Constitutional Conference is honoured. 
The Nigerian Constitutional Conference Repqrt 
has clearly shown, ' under Section 29, the 
desirability of ensuring that Senators should 
not ·only represent the G6Yernment bt!t also 
the Opposition parties in the. Region as \\'elI. 
The Report also requests th~ recognition of the 
desirability of th e representation of the Opposi- • 
tion. 

lVIr President, for the benefit of those \vho 
have not the opportunity of reading the Repoi't 
of the London Conference, and to those who 
are mislead by the Government Bench, I should 
like to seck the indulga ilcc of the Chair to_reacl 
part of _the relevant section of the - Report. 
Section 2t) of th e Report n:.: ads that: -

"The Confere;;ce ag reed . to recommend _ that 
nominations of p ersons 'for membership of th e 
Senate s hould b e made by the G overnment of th e 
Region subject tQ the affirmative ,·ote of the majority 
of Members of both Legislative Houses of the 
Region sitting together ~vhere there were two 
Houses) or of the House -of Assembl y where there 
was no second Chamber. The procedure for the · 
~ election of the Senators should he pres c~ibec! ·b y 

legislation made h y tlw Co n ·rnment of th e 1\eg ion . 
The Senators should possess the samL·. •!u;d ificatio ns 
as \\'ere required fo r th e mcm bers.hip o{ th e H ouse of 
Hepn:scntatiYcs . ;ln d in addi t ion sh ou ld ;lt leas t be 

•fourtv years old and should not be i'vi embers o r 
retail) t11 embership of an y oth er L egislati ,·c House. 
Subject to these qualificati ons th e G overnment 
\Yould b~ fr ee to nomin ate anyone they sa\\' fi t :'. 

The Conference, Sir; I would emphasise this 
point, and the section I am going t<) rc:a cl is the 
most important one of the Report: -

" Th e C01\ feren ce, h owever, considered that i1i 
making nominations the Regional G overnment ought 
to recogni se· the d es irability o f ensuring that Senators 
should represent not only the G overnment b ut 
al so the Opposition of the Region and t hat they 
should not consist entirel y of l~,._ p erh aps even · 
ma.inly) o r persons with party p olitical afl'i liations". , 

. M r President, Sir, if you examine clearl y 
these sections contained :m the Report of the 
N igerian Constitutional ~onference it can be 
seen that • th ~ names submitted by H is E xcel ­
lency, the G overnor, arc not onl y , nam es of 
Northern Peoples C~ngress party members 
but they ·arc those of staunch m embers of the 
Government party ari.d most of them or rather 
all of them are· · executive members of the 
Northern Peoples Congress [HoN. M EMBERS : 

No]. I can challenge any of these Senators who 
is· going to be appointed to declare publicly that 
he ts not a member of the Northern Peoples 

· Congress and has no affiliation with the par.ty 
. in power. If our interpretation of the clause is 

right, it is not only necessary for the Opposition 
to be consulted before the Government makes 
its .selection but the Government must accord 
some degree ()f c'ourtesy to thC" Opposition to 
make nominations .of their own choice of at 
Jeast two members out of the tw<:-lve. 

lVIr Presid ent, the nominations which the 
Opposition might have made if they were 
accorded such rights 'yould not n ecessarily be 
of the members of the Opposition pa rties or 
persons with part.)O affiliation but must be 
members who have the requisite qual ifi cations, 
quality and integrity and w'ho are n ot only 
accepted by the Opposition and G oYernrnent 
in power but ~dso by the public at la rge. This 
is not only in keeping with the principles of 

· the Nigerian Constitutional Conference recom ­
ni.cndations, hut also with the spirit un derlining 
the principl es of parliatnentary dem ocracy. 

'T'he contention of the Opposition 111 stressing 
the importance of the. combination of Semitors 
to reflect the opinion of the Opposit ion has 
arisen out of the cliscu s~ion ~ by the delegates 
at the Constitutional Conference, and it was 
those discussions which gave rise to the insertion 
of this proviso in the Repnrt of the Constitution. 
This clau se was put in a~)l comprom ise p roviso 
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[M. InRAHIM IMAM] 
to meet the needs of the delegates who expressed 
their fears that the party in power \vould 
appoint . Senators from its own members. If I 
got it alr ight, this move was made by the 
N.C.N. C . (Natib11al Council of N 1:r;;eria and the 
Cam.erooms) delegates \0ho rc:prcscnt-ccl the · 
\"!este rn ]{cgion al the l'o il kr<~llcc. So 110 JIJ;ttlcr 
in how m any ways it is -111terprcted by the hon. 
Attorney Genera l, whn is ht1 sy reading his 
books ;\11cl scrihh li.ng some notes, the Ltct 
remains that the sp irilt111derlinin g the inser tion 
of this cla use is to g i_Ye the right to the Opposition 
to give t he Government advice as to the com­
position of the Senators, so tha t the composi.tion 
would reflect the Opposition opinion. 

Commenting on the Motion, lVIr President, 
it is not enough for the Mover to satisfy the­
provisions of Section 5D of the Nigerian 
Constitution Order-in-Council, 1954, but he 
should go fJrther to: state the other qua li ties 
that are required of Senators. A Senator should 
not only be qualified :enough to be eligiblC fo1: 
Membership of the House of Representatives, 
he should also be a man of outs'tcmding character, 
integrity and ·of wide exjJeriencc. The Mover 
has failed to satisfy the• House by not giving 
details ·of the individual qua li ties of the would-
be Senators. , 

The P ractice adopt~d in all parliaments of the 
world where the selection of such individuals is 
required by law in the House to 1'epresent the 
.country either in or outside it is that the Mover 
_of the l\ Iot·ioRo-should state cat;1gorically the 
qualities and backgrounds of those invol-ved . 
This reminds me of a• very interesting thing to 
which I am going .to draw the attention of this 
House. T he Government has blindly put in 
names of persons who- they do not know and 
the Governor has been advised very wrongly. 
I come from Bornu and to my knowledge there 
is no uch person as z·anna Mcgclla, but the 
Government has not drawn the attent ion of the 
House that there is a spelling mistake in the 
name. I k now there is Zanna l\ Iai Dalla who' 
is the Chief ·Scribe of the Native Authority 
and also an executive m ember of the ~Jo rthc rn 
P eoples Congress, Borm: · Branch .. I do not 
know whether the GoYernmcnt has this man 
in min•d for this part ilUar selection. I ;lm not 
from Katsina nor Kano and therefore I do not 
know if there are some mi stakes in the names of 
the candidates fro1p these Provinces. [ lVI. i\.enA 
H ABII3 : l\1r President, 'it is a spelling .mistak:e. 
The name is Zanna lVIai. Dalla Sherif] So, Mr 
President , I do not know whether the C hair wi ll 
accept the amendment suggested at random hy 
the hon. :\'Iinister of Trade and Indu stry, or 

e 
whe ther this mistake should be referred to the 
f\ ttorney-Gencral for , advice as to whether this 
gent leman can be accepted as a Senator in the 
House. You arc go ing to pass Zanna lVIegella 
bLJt the actual man's name is Zanna l\llai Dalla. 
This seems to be very simple to those who 
have no legal ki1owlccl gc b ut t he· Attorney­
Ccnn;tl will he. ;th k to sec th<.: dif1-iculty. I do 
not k_nO\\~ whether to ask the Attorney-General 
if in law it is s;1rc to pass thi s as it is. · 

Second ly, lVl r Pres ident, the i,dca of aprSoint­
ing members to the ~cmt'te IS to provide a check 
on the unsci'upulous actions of the Members 
of the Lower House. It is common :all over the 
world that in the Lower House the members 
arc usually immature politicians and their 
actions are sometimes hasli. and radical, and to 
check such radical actions of the Lower House, 
it is the duty of the Senate to s~ty tinise whatever 
cpmes to them from the Lower',House. To do 
this, Mr President, it is absolut<=:ly necessary 
that the Members of the Senate should be 
mature persons who ·have political experience 

· and wide knowledge of parliamentary practice: 
· They oughfto possess the necessary kncwledge 

to follow the debates of the Lower House. 
vVhtlc commenting, Mr President, on the 

Motion, how many of them have the necessary 
practical cxpcri.cncc, and ~1ow ITtany of them 
have the knowledge of what is ensuing in the 
Lower House . The Lower House ·which is not 
like the N0rthcrn House of Assembly ·where. 

· things arc done in Hausa, · the Lower House is 
the House of Representatives· where people with 
brains go and wo rk. Of all these .twelve men, 
I can see only five who have the necessary 

·qualifications to be Senators as far as I can 
ascertain. They have , however, fulfilled the 

·requirements of Section 5D of the Constitution 
Order-in-Counci l, 1954, but for the Region to 
be adequately represented among its equals, 
in the Senate, we must h aYe people who have 
a high standard of integrity. We have so many 
~11embers of the Northcri1 Peoples Congress 
who arc in the House and otf1crs out of the 
House who have ga ined not only rich, but 
n ecessary ·experience of parliamentary practice, 
who really do know what a bill - is and the 
imp1ications involved therein, not such people 
who ha\re not got the slight-~st experience of 
Parliamentary Procedure. \Vhat advice is such 
a man go ingto give if .. ,l \Hong bill is passed to 
t l1e· Senate from the Lower House. He is no 
better than his cou ntcrpart in th {o Lower House 
who is immature, and, l\tir President, that is 
what we want the Government to realise and 
all these things h·;l';c arisen out of the fact 
that the Governm ent has refused to consult the 
Opp0.sition. · 
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We ought to have discussed this out of .this of the Joint S itting 10(4). This Order has pLtt 
House, without the necessity of raising our us in a very difl1cult pos1tion. It is· not only · 
voices in this H ouse. That is why before we ambig uous but also not ckar from its t ext. If 
came to the House we enquired from the Clerk it \\' e re clea r we \\'ould ha \·c made some amend-
whether it was possible to :amencl th e MQ.~ion ments. \Ve shall be ve ry g rateful, of course, to 
of the Minister of Education. Of course , the . the hon. Attorney-Generafto-cl;1ri fy' .thc inte-r­
Clerk explained the difficulty involved and we . pretation of thi s Order. · 
agreed to accep.t his advice . . H e, however, drew I should now like the House to know the 
our attention to the provisions of the Standing stand of t he Opposition. As my hon. and learned 
Orders of the Joint Sitting of the House of Friend from Offa ; (laughter) [ ALHAJI I sA KAITA: 
Chiefs and H.ouse of Assembly under section Learned in what?] well, le:1rned in Yoruba as 
1 0( 4 ). W e have of course studied the possibilities the hon. M inister of Education is himself 
of m aking amendment& to these names 111 our slightly learned in Arabic-I shoul d like t he 
parliamentary meeting but we found that it Government to withd r. ,

1
·:. this Motion and give 

would take us no where furth~ r than our present the Opposition ~ chan~ · to hold consHltations · 
stand because it would involve us in jusr making with the ·Government. If the G overnment 
character assassinations of individuals and 'cast- refuses to accept tl~i ~ re quest, we. shall have no 
ing aspersions on the integrity and p_ersonalities alternative but to withdraw ourselves from 
of the gentlemen selected by the Governor in this meeting in protest to what the G overnment 
the Motion w[li ch is ve ry unfortunate, and we has done .. vVc shall no longe r participate in the 
arc rrot actually ag~inst these men. \Ve came to debate as far as this Motion is concerned. T h is 
this House without any prejudice against any is th e .on ly vvay open to us to reg ister Qur dis-
person and without any p reconceived v iew. 'vVhy appointment. With the leave of the Chair, we 
we Members of the Opposition chose to oppose beg to withdraw ourselves from th'c sitting but, 
this Motion is on the followin5 ground, ·Mr befo re doing so, we are going to wait for our 
President: thf' fl agrant violation of the Conven- Friend, the Member for Kaduna, who has got 
tiona! agreement of the London Conf~rence som ething to say. 
by 'the NorthF rn P e-opk s Cor,grfss wh1ch 15 Mallain Bala Keffi (Kaduna) (in Hausa): 
the m ain political party in the .Region. If the Mt· President, I rise to express m y appreciation 
Northern Peoples Congress can so disregard to this H ouse. This gives u~ .. the opportunity 
and dishonour the Convention to which it is a k 

· of meeting the Chiefs, who are li e parents to 
party how wou ld · you expect it to conduGt us, in the ~arne House . It is true and desirable 
itself m dealing with internation.rl pacts . The · d 1 · f f h ' 

1 b . that when a son stan s
1 
to spea < 111 ront o 1s 

selection of the candidates on provincia as!s parents he shou ld be careful of what he says. 
is in accordance with the provision of the I am awa re that theN orthern Peop les Congress 
Nigerian ConstitHtional Conference and the Governmeilt has purposely ... . 
Government h as interpreted it to suit its need. 
And it is given Mr President in Section 30 of Alhaji Isyaku Gwamna: Point of Order, 
the Nigerian Constitution Report and I am 24 (2) (Irrelevant 11/(llters). 

askir.g the Mover of the Motion whether thi s Mr Pr~sident: Please continue. 

is contained in the Motion or noi:: ' M. Bala Keffi: Thank yo u Mr President. 
In parliamentary democracy, t11e recog1~i :~ion : i Alth ough we are now pa rticipat ing in the debate 

of the Opposition is the responsibility of the 'on the selection of Senators who are to rep resent 
Government in power. [GovERNMENT BENCH: us we still maintain that we should have been 
who are th ~· Opposition M embers , hO\\; many . co;1su ltecl. I am, howeve r, aware of the fact .that (I . 

Members h avl! you?]. I should like to take the. the Northern Peoples Congress Government 
opportunity to clear from the minds of the used to consult the Opposition on many things . 
Northern Peoples Congress uneducated relating to the progress of this Region and the 
elem ents that opposition ex ists in thi s House coun t ry as a whole. O n such occasions we often 
and will continue to exist and the Leader ol th e put 0 ~ 1 r di"ll'crc ii CCS aside and cons ider the 
Opposition is someone whoever is being calle_cl welfare of the pGopl e as a whole and not the 
by the Opposition party or parties to· be the1r interests of the individL1als. But seldom the 
Leader. It \s then •Up to the Government to Northern Peoples Co ngress ignored our own 
confer their recognition on him or n ot. feelmgs to isolate the agreem ent. I am sure if 

·Before I take my seat, 'I should like . to make they had consulted us earlier on this, all these 
one very important observation. I should like to argum ents Wfl uld not have been put forward . 
ask m y learned Friend, t{le Attorney-General, W e kn ow the Gon rnment very well and their 
as to. the interpretation of the S tanding Order habi t of declinin~ to honour their words by , 
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changing their minds immechately they leave a 
Conference room. 

vVith regard to the twelve would-be Senators 
alrcauy selected to represe nt t)1c .No rthern 
Region- J feel it is not desirable to mention 
any names because it will be embarrassing-1 
h ave to stress that we arc the Opposition and 
we know the status of eve ry man in this cou ntry. 

. To call names here will be inappropriate in front 
of our fathers, the Chiefs, who are _now in this 

.· House. I will not go any further into details. 

There is only one thing which surpri ses me 
with regard to the selection of the S~nators. 
This selection is based on provii1·cia l basis by 

· the Nor-thern Peoples Congress Government. 
Vvc have twelves provinces in the Region and th.e 
selectwn of the Senators was based on that. 
But one interestmg thing, Mr President , i ~ that 
I understand one of the twelve Senators even 

!knew that he was going io be appointt-d well 
\before this date. He was e~en being congratu­
lated by his friends on hi ~ appointnient, while 
we of the Opposition were not consulted. This 
definitely shows ·-& e unpopularity of this 
Government in the Region. Mr President, we,· 
the Opposit ion are- bound to point out things 
which we feel arc: wroi1g, and 1t is the duty of 
the Government to see to all of theni as to 
avoid repetition in the futur e. 

1 

Referring to the selection .of the Senators on 
provincial · basis, I have one remark to make. 
We have all witnessed t11e opening ceremony 
'Of the Administrator's Office earli er today by 
'the Premier during the coui·se of which he 

~
·eferred to it as the .most important office to 
-he people of this Region. H e also said that the 
office was incomparable to 1any of the provincial 
offices in this Region and . that -he would, in 
this New Year, accord K.(luna more enhanced 
status. Kaduna Capital T erritory is second to 
none in importance in the Region, because it 
is here we have the syat of the Governor and 
the Government. Before considering the selec­
tion of these Senators, I fee l that Kaduna 
Capital Territory should have been the first 
town to be considered befo re any other province. 
I s Kad~ma' s omission the beginning of the 

· enhanced status? I am sure most . Iembers of 
this Joint Sitting are qu ite awa re of the reforms 

-introduced in Lagos, and . Kaduna is no less 
than Lagos or any other big town in N igeria. 
I nave been told that Lagos is selecting three 
·Senators, bu t how is a place like Kaduna . 
forgotten. I s this the way of making the 
Premi er's promise a reality? OThis defini tely 
contradicts what he said this nNrning with 

regard to · what they are planning to do fM 
Kaduna. They are only intending to neglect 
the Capital of the Northern Region. : · 

Mr President, - with these few remarks, I 
should like to say that since we on the Op{iosition 
side have been contemptuously treated in ' this 
House, we must register our protest in the best 
way we can. It is only obvious' that we should 
express our disappointment because we have 
been ill -treated. We will openly s~ww our dis­
approval. by withdrawing . from thc ·,Chamber. 
'vVe have been hut't in a big way and therefore 

.we cannot be a party to the approval of this 
selection. We still maintain that \Ve should have 
been consulted earlier before the selection was 
put fo nward . to '· the House. The only cou:se 
open to us now is to walk out from this sitting. 

The ftiembers of the Oppositiou then 'Withdrew 
from the Chamber. 

. . 
Mr I. M. ~ewis _ (The Hon. Acting 

AttorJjley-General): Some Members of this 
Hot1se have mentioned the name of the 
Attorney-General in their spe.eches requesting 
clarification of various points, but unfortunately 
most of them-opposition members-have just 
gone out, may ~e they are afraid. the a-nswers I 
am going to give will not be the ones they want! 

· The first thing I want to say is in connectioi1 
with the misinterpretation of the constitutional 
positiqn of the Attorney-General. The hon. 
Member from Yerwa South asked for my inter­
pretation of Standing Order 10(4). He seems 
to forget that in this Joint Sitting it is only you 
Mr President who can det~rmine how a standi~1g 
Order should be interpreted. For the sake of the 
re'Cord, however, Mr President I would respect­
fu lly suggest that though the hon. Member has 
difficulty in understanding the Standing Order, 
you, I fee l sure Mr President, will not have this , 
difficulty. Ru le 1 of Standing Order 10 clearly 
lays dciwn that there must be. a motion for a 
resolution approving a pen~on or persons named 
111 the m essage ·from the Governor and this 
shall be moved by a member of the Executive 
Council and such motion may be in respect. of 
m ore than one person unless notice has been 
given to the Clerk for a motion for amendment, 
in which case the person or persons so named 
in the motion for amendment shall be moved 
individuall y. And rule 4 of~Standing Order 10 
makes it quite clear that no motion shall be 
moved save for the purpose of approving or 
amending. the selection of a person as a Senator, 
the closure, the discipline of members and the 
adjournment, and no debate shall arise iri respect 
of ~my of the last three motions, that is to say· on 
business motions. I th~ nk the hon. Members 
have not read their Standing Orders abo11t the 
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necessity for putting down a motion for amend­
ment's qnd so now they seek to say the Standing 
Order is unintelligible. I ·will remind the hon. 
Members that the reason for our being here is 
to deal wirh the rhessage from His Excellency 
which has ealier been delivered to this Joint 
Sitting for the approval" of the s~lect_ion of the 
Senators and not to havE discussions on other 
matters, however interesring they might be. The 
requirements of law in regard to the appointment 
of the Senators have been carefully complied 
with that is to say sectio1i.s SA, SC and. SD of 
the Constitution and sections 9 and 10 of the 
Constitution coupled, with the Elections (Senate) 
(Northern Region) Regulations which were 
approved on the 10.th of December, 1959. 

Even if the bon. Member for Kaduna Capi.al 
'Territory d<Jes not understand, bon. Members 
of the House will understand th~ necessity of 
the Government to comply with the Constitu­
tion. The Constitution, in section SA lays down 
that the Region shall send to the Senate twelve 
persons. Even therefore, if it had been the wish 
to send somebody to the Senate specifically to 
represent Kaduna CapitalTerritory.as suggested . 

· by the hon. Member for .Kadu.na , Capital 
Territory it would not be possible as taking 
account of one for each province that would 
require thirteen persons. I can however assu,re 
the House . that when the Government was 
co'nsidering who.should be appointed from Zaria 
Province it considered the merits of tlie people 
in Kaduna. 

A point made by the Honourable 1\Iember 
from Yerwa South was with regard to a spelling 
error that has appeared in the name of the . 
lVIember to represent Bornu Province as it 
appears in the resolution in the Order of the 
Day. You, Mr President will be well aware of 
the practice of the House of Chiefs and of the . 
House of Assembly that printing errors· are 
always corrected in the .Hot!lse witl:lou't. the 
necessity of a formal amendment, and this 
applies even when we are deal'ing in Committee 
with a Bill ,,~hen the greatest accuracy is 
necessary. The next point made by t}1 e hon . 
l\lfcmber for Ycrwa South was that the Gove rn­
ment or by implication the ~ecretary or Statc 
had failed to comply with wlwt \\'as agreed in 
the Constitutional Conference as was set out 
in paragr<iph 28 to 31 of the 1957 Constitutional 
Confer<;:nce Report. I am happy to be able to 

.. i 

. tell the hon. Tviembcrs that everyth ing· that wa~ 
legally rcq ui!'cd to be done has been clone. 
(Applause) . 

'The only matters which arc required to be 
\Vritten into the Constitulion or" the la\v are" 
those matters which were -in the words of the. 
Report "agreed" or which were "recommended" 
and if bon. ''Members will examine those para­
graphs to wbicl 0 I have referred in the Report 
they will see that everywhere that something 
is said to be "agreed", or 'something is "recom­
mended" it has been carried out . I.t is only 
where discretion has been left that it can in any 
way be said that the Government has deviated 
from the Report, and in this .context Mr 
President, I would like to end up by reminding . 
this House what the. Government had to do. 
It had to put forward the names of those .persons 
whom it thought could best represent the 
interests of the Northern Region , irrespective 
of Party, in the Senate. The names that are 
befo re the House are ' the names that the 
Government thinks are best fi tted for that 
purpose. (Applause). !VIr President, I beg to 
support the Motion•) ·- • · i'. 

Question pui a~1 :l agreed to. 

Resolved, 
That this Joint Sitting of -the House of Chiefs and 

House of Assembly hereby approves the appointment[ 
of eacb of the following persons selected by His 
Excellency, the Governor of the N orthern Region1 

of Nigeria in accordance with regulat ion 3 of the 
Elections (Senate) (Northern Region) Regulations, 
1959, as a lVIember· of the Senate to represent the 
Northern Region:-

1\!Iallam I-Iassan Yola, Turaki: Adamawa Province 
Alhaji Abubakar Garba, Madakin Bauchi: 

I3auchi Province · 
l\1r Henry Oravande Abaagwu: Benue Province 
Zanna lVIai Dalla Sherif: Bornu Province 
lVIallam Sani Okin: Ilorin Province 
lVIallam Abdussalami Yusufu: Kabba Province 
Alhaji Muhammadu Sar{l- Ungogo: Kano· Pro-

vince • i 
Mallam Hassan Rafindadi: K ats ina Province 
Alh~iji Abubakar Bale: Niger Province · 1 
Mallam Bawa l\1alake: Plateau P rovince 1 
Mall am Muhamrhad u Sani Di ngyadi: Sokoto 

P rQvince 
Mal lam N uhu Bamalli: Zaria Province. 

ADJOURNMENT . 
Resolved, 

That this,Joiill Sitting do adjo urn· sine die. 

(Abba 'Nl. Habib) i 

Adjoumed sine die accurdiugly at fortyminutei 
past Noon . 

.. 


