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INTRODUCTION 

Sokoto State is one of the largest States of Nigeria, and a major centre 
of Islamic learning and jurisprudence. It started as one of the 12 States of 
Nigeria created in 1967 by the then Federal Military Government. 

Later. in February 1976 to be precise. along with Niger State. Sokoto 
.1. State was carved out of the former North Western State. with Sokoto as its 

capital. The history of Sokoto as a State of its own started from this day. 

I ·1 Still, in August. 1991, following the creation of more States by the 
Federal Government under the stewardship of President Ibrahim Babangida, 
Sokoto State was further split into two - thus creating the geographical entity now 
known as Kebbi State, from the former Sokoto Stale. 

Despite th is geographical split, Sokoto State is still one of the largest 
states in the Federation in terms of land mass. since it covers an area of 
approximately 56,000 square ki lometres. with a popuiation of over four million 
people . The State occupies an area on the extreme North and longitudes 3° 
and go East where it now shares border with Niger Republic on the north, Kebbi 
State on the south, Katsina State on the East . 

The State falls on the boundary between semi-arid region and the sahel 
savannah. The bulk of rain falls between Apri l and September in the North, but it 
often extends from May to October in other parts; with the mean annual rairffall 

lying between 500inm in the North and 1,300mm in the South. The climate 
generally, is characterized by two extremes of temperature - HOT and COLD 
seasons relative to its tropical position. Highest temperature during_ the hot · 
season is experienced in the months of Marco/April. The harmattan period, 
which falls between November and February,_ is characterized by very cold 
temparatures <u 1d dust-laden winds often accompnied by thick fog of alarming 
intensity. This is the period when the whole State is engulped by harmatton 
winds. 

The topography of the State is dominated b:,: rolling peneplain which 
rises from an elevation of 300 metres in the north-west to an average of 1150 
metres in the South-West. The State is divided by two distinct relief features, the 



Sokoto plains in the northern part and the vast Fadama lowland traversed by 
wide and extensive flood plains of Sokoto river system in·the west. 

Sokoto State is belssed with abundant potentials for agricultural 
activities. Virtually., its soil is extremely fertile especially in areas of high yield 
potentials such as the Fadama. 

EMERGENCE OF SOKOTO STATE: A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE 

The relative importance of Sokoto to the history of Nigeria is due largely ~ 
to it's rich historical background in relation to the caliphate, an empire based on 

the teachings of tbe Holy Our'an and Sunna, founded by the great Fulani leader, 
Shehu Usrnan Dan Fodio. i 

............ 

Er.trance. to the Sultan Palace, Sokoto: the contemporary seat of the 'Sa;~in Muslimi' 

Subsequent to the jihad of Shehu Usamn Dan Fodio (1804) the northern 
major. towns of Katsina, Kano, Zaria, Daura, Rano, Had(ljia, Bauchi, Kebbi, 

Gombe, Bida, florin, etc. came under the umbrella of the Sokoto Caliphate. In 
all these pl~ces, Shehu's most trusted disciples were instalied as the ruling 

Emirs and Shehu's flag bear~rs. This can be regarded as the northern emirates, 
and possibly the birth of Northern Nigeria. 
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·K Su ltan Muham1nadu Bello, she hu's son, and the second Su ltan of 
Sokoto, built Sokoto which then, was a very small settlement before the adveni 
of Bello. It has since then been the seat of the "Sarkin Musulmi" 

When Bdlo died in 1835, Sokoto had grown bigger, and gradually, it 

became the centre of Islamic Scholarship fo r the whole of West Africa as well as 

the headquarters of Sokoto/Fu!ani empire. 

The reign of the Sokoto/Fulani empire co nt inued on th e north er1·1 

emirates until the arrival of the British into the territory. After battles with tht 

British, fllost of the northern emirates were conquered; and on Su nday 15ti · 
march, 1903, the battle of Sokoto took place. However, realising that lsiam was 

the established political order, the british allowed it to prevail. 

Following the conquest of what later came to be known as Nigeria by the 

British, the .C:okoto Caliphate was balkanised into provinces mostly made up of 

the previous emirates which later became Northern region with in the framework 
of three, and later four regional federal structure. 

In 1967, the four regional structure of the Federation was divided into 12 

states structure, with Sokoto and Niger province merged together to form the 

then North Western State. Again in 1976, another federal structure, this time 

made up of nineteen States, was evolved. The former Niger province was 

excised from Sokoto and later formed a State of its own. Again, in 1991, Sokoto 
State was further split into two- thereby creating the present Kebbi State. 

are: 
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SOKOTO STATE TODAY 

Sokoto State, as it is today, comprises of 29 Local Governments; thc1y 

Local Governments 

Anka 

Bakura 

Binji 
Bungudu 
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Chairman 

Alhaji Sarajo Moh'd Salihu 
Alh. Mu'azu Bakura 

Alh. Kabiru Usman 

Alh. Sani Doki Bungudu 



Local Governments Chairman 

5 Boding a Alh. Moh'd Bello Yusuf 
6 Bukkuyum '- Alh. Sahabi Aliyu 
7 Dange Shuni Alh. Abubakar Kakale Shuni 
8 Gada Alh. Tanimu Dan Galadima 
9 Goronyo Alh. lsa Ya'u Mai Alewa 
10 Gummi '"" AI h. Aliyu A. Garba Gummi 
11 Gusau ./ Alh. Musa Abubakar Gusau 
12 Gwadabawa Bashir A. Gigane 
13 !lelia Alh. Yusuf Musa 
14 I sa· Alh. Bashir Usman Shinkafi 
15 Kaura Namoda / Alh . Tijjani Yahaya 
16 Kware Alh. Malami maigandi 
17 Maradun./ Alh. Yahaya Chado 
18 Rabah Alh. Abubakar Y. Yartsakkuwa 
19 . S/Birni Alh. Sirajo Marafa 
20 Silame Alh Usman Garba Katami 
21 Sokoto Alh. Yusuf Usman Basakkwace 
22 T!Matara v Alh. Aliyu Mohammed 
23 Tambuwal Alh. Mai'akwai Magaji Sala 
24 Tangaza Alh. Shehu Dalhatu Tangaza 
25 Tsafe / Alh. Hamza Adamu 
26 Wammako Alh. Nasiru Garba Kalambaina 
27 Wurno Alh. Mu'azu S/Sudan 
28 Yabo Alh. Aminu Ibrahim Gusau 
29 Zurmi · Alh . Usamatu A. Moh'd 

-f< THE PEOPLE 

Sokoto State , like most other States in the Federation, has adverse 

ethnic composition and cultural heritage. Hausas are the first major ethnic group 
in the State. 

The second group are the Fulani. Majority of them are normadic while 
some are town Fulani. But the fulani of Sokoto are mostly town Fulani among 
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them are the 'To rode or 'Toronkawa' , Sull uh.;wa an d 'Zoromawa'. The 

' Toronkawas' are tile aris tocratic and noble class. Other etl1nic groups found in 
the State are the Gobirawa, and Zabarmawa. Tnere are also a sizeable number 

of ethnic groups such as Yorubas, lbos , Nupe, Barebari, etc. 

Majority of the population in Sokoto live in the rural areas. To be 

precisP. , over 70 percent ol the people live in sertl ements which have le ss than 
5, 000 inh abitants Altllou gl1 it is ext re rn e ly d iff icu It to c ha rac te ris e I he 

phenomenon of migration, it can be saf ely stated th ;J t the growing towns such as 

Sokoto, Gusau, Talala Malara , Saban Girni, and lllela have attracted large 
number of irnrni~r 1nts from rural areas in search of non-agricultural employment. 

The artraction of these cities has been enhanced by the concentration of 

both public services and private industrial ventures . 

Two reiigious fe stivals, the 'Sallah Karama' (Ed -EI Fitir) and 'Sallah 

Babba' (Ed-EI Kabir) are the two major cultural/relig ious artractions celebrated 
annually; the former at the end of the Ramadan fast ing, while the latter during 

which rams and other recommended animals are sacrificed, is usually celebrated 
two months and nine or ten days after the 'Karamar Sallah' - depending on the 

day the rnoon is sighted. _Q_uring these occasions, a semi dubar is held at the 
palace of His Eminence, the Sultan of Sokoto. Also, exchange of visits and 

gifts among friends and relatives thrives most during these celebrati.Q!:!§. 

ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES AND NATURAL POTENTIALITIES 

As stated earlier, agriculture is the main occupation of the majority of the 

people of Sokoto State. To be precise, over 80% of the population are engaged 

in one form of agriculture or another, producing mainly Millet, Guineacorn, 
Maize, Rice, Potatoes , Cassava and Beans, as food crops, while wheat, 

groundnuts, cotton and tobacco are cultivated as cash crops . Apart from 
agriculture, local handcra~ such as blacksmithing, dyeing, weaving, carving and 
leather work play an important role in the economic life of the people in the 

State. 

Since the inception of the present civi lian administration in the State, 
efforts have been geared towards socio-eco<Jomic transformat ion and stability of 
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the State. In order to achieve this laudable objective, the present administration 

has taken cogni sance of some of the prevailing challenges and problems of 

development in the State and devised ways of eradicat ing them. These 

problems and challenges are, among others, scarcity of funds, large population 

and large geographical area; environmental ecological and ot he r hazards; 

disadvantageous educat ional position and very weak industrial base. 

Apart fro m its immense human and mineral resou rce s, Sokoto State is 

eq ually bl ess ed with abund an t Agro - Ecor.0mic pot entia liti es, due to it s 

geographical location. Virtually the soils of its entire land surface is extremely 

fertile especiJIIy in areas of high yield potent ials such as Fadama lands . 

Agro-allied raw mat eria ls availab le in the State includ e Cotton, 

Groundnut , So rg hum, Maize, Rice, Wh eat , Sugarcane , Cass ava , Po tatoes, 

Spices, Yam and Tobacco. Others are hides and skin, milk, meat, fish, gum 

Arabic and Bagaruwa. 

Also , t'le State can boas t of mineral resources suct1 as Gold, Clay, 

Kaolin, Gypsum, Salt , Marble, Legnite, Fes iper and Limestone. Similarly, there 

exist vast potentials for the development of giant irrigation schemes that could 

facilitate a boost in agricultural activities in the State. Among those already 

developed are: Goronyo , Bakalori , Kalmalo and Wammako Irrigation Schemes: 

In the same ve in , the grassland vegetation of tre savannah provides 

good habitation for a variety of both wild and domestic animals such as cattle , 

sheep, goats, camel, donkeys, etc. Presently, Sokoto has a livestock population 

of about eight (8) million , which makes it second only to Borno State in livestock 

production throughout the country. 

Thus , the ava ilability of these vast potentials provides qood investment 

opportunities, p?rticulariy in ,ll.gro-baseci indust ri e_, such as fluur processing, 

wheat handling, tomato p roces sing , sugar refining, te xtile, glue, plant and 

tannery. Large scale animal husbandry and dairy farming are also other natural 
potentials available in the State. 

(l 
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ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE AND ADMINISTRATION 

From February, 1976 when Sokoto became a State, it has had eight 

Governors, both m!litary and civilians combined. The ninth bei ng the present 

Executive Civi lian Governor, mallam Yahaya Abdulkarim. 

The Office of the State Governor is .the Government's Admin istrative 

fulcrum , the c entre of all de c ision making. These decisions a re usually 

chanel led through t11e highest policy making body of the State, i.e. the State 

Executive Counci l, headed by the incumbent Executive Governo r, Mallam 

Ya haya Abdul ka rim . He is ass isted by the Deputy Governo r, A!ll. Ahmad 

Muhammad Gusau. The Sokoto State Executive Council is made up as follows: 

1. Mallam Yahaya Abdulkari m Governor, Sokoto State 

2. Alh. Ahmad Muhammad Gusau Deputy Governor, Sokolo State 

3 Alh Tambari ~J.adawaki Secretary to the State Governm ent 

4 . Alh . Abubakar Shehu Wurno Commissoner of Agriculture 

5. Alh . Abdullahi Moh'd Kiryu Commissioner of Works and 

Transport 

6. Alh. Musa Ibrahim Sokoto Commissioner of Finance 

7. Alh. Abubakar Shehu Tambuwal - Commissioner of Education 

8. Alh. Sani Salhu Anka Commissioner of Health 

9. Alh. Ahmed Umar B/Magaji Commissioner of Commerce & 

Industry 

10. Alh. Sa'adu Haruna Gobir Specia l Ass istant, 

Informat ion , and 

Cultu re. 
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11 ,d1..1".bubakar f,~oh' Gummi 

12. Alh. l:,ustapha Zurmi 

13 Alh. Bello Jibrin Gada 

14. Alt1 . Arninu Ahmed 

15. Alh. Adamu Umar 

Special Assistant 
Rural Development and Special 
Duties. 

Special Assistant 
Lands a:-~d Housing 

Special Assistant, Social 
Development, Youth & Sports. 

Attorney-Generql and 

Commissioner for Justice 

I 
Special Assistant 
Deputy Governor's Office . 

The Secretory to the State Government (SSG) and Head of Service, 
Alh. Tambari Madawaki is administrat ive ly the head of the pubiic sector. 
Through Ministries and other Government Agencies, the S.S.G.'s office ensures 

implementation of Government policies. It is also responsible for appointments 

to the Boards of Government-owned companies and parastatals, as we ll as 
Religious , Nat io nal Security, Public safet y, and provision of office 
accommodation fo r ministries and parastatals. Its major constituent departr:Jents 
are Administration and political, careers and special service, establishment and 
monitoring, economic planning, budget, political transition department, liaisor 
office department, home affairs and· special duties departments. 

In order to ensure a virile civil service in the State, and thus ensure 
effective and efficient implementation of government policies , the present 
administration under the purposeful leadership of Mallam Yahaya Abdulkarim 
has introrl•Jced variou;: measure~ . These ~:-~easures inc:c;de re-or\;rmisation vf 
some ministries and proper placement of officers. The State Government has 
also cont inued to provide training opportunities to qualified serving staff under 

its high scheme programme in different fields of specialisation both within and 
outside the country. · 

In the same vein, stern measures have been taken to ensure prudent 
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management of the service resources avai lable to th& Statt. all in fulfilment o• 
the present admin istration's objecti ve to produce a dedicated , honest. and 
dynamic civil service capable of coping with tile increasing complex ity of the 

management of public affairs. 

At the moment, Sokoto State has about twenty parastatals and five 

Government owned companies, which coulc" be classified into two categories; 

non profit oriented and profit oriented . Among the non-profit oriented ale healtli 

Management Board , Rima Radio, Water Board and Rural EleCtricity board, wh1le 

th e profit orie nted are Sokoto Furniture Fac1or1, Gam ji Rank etc. The \v,o 
categories have been effectively discharging their responsibilities in line with the 

Sokoto State Gov ernment 's com mitment to rapid soci al an d economic 
development of the State in general. The administration of public affairs in the 

State has been very impressive in view of t11e immense success recorded. 

In order to ensure elrective monitoring and supervision on the implementation of 

development projects, the State Government has taken diverse measu res. 
These measures have contributed greatly in facili tating the effectiveness of 

Government development projects. -

In orde r to achieve the desired object ive s, the Government has 
introduced some radical changes in sectors of Government 

Among other things, the Government of the day has realised that Sokoto 

State, being one of the educationally disadvantaged states in the cou ntry, needs 
to pull all resources together in order to make a break-through in the area of 

education. That is why, upon assumption of office, Governor Yahaya 

Abdulkarim declared education as top most priority. Consequently, the School 
curricular was reviewed to incorporate Islamic and moral content: and three 
committees on the estab:isl1ment of an Afabic and lslarT.ic Education Board, a 

Teachers' Commission, and a new ::,okoto State Polytechnic were set up. All 
these, and others shall be discussed under Education. 

Government has coniinued to improve the Welfare of women folk 
particularly rural ones. The State Governme•1t has also continued to provide 
adequate support and assistance to the Department of Women Affairs . To 

further enhance the rural development activities ol this Department to organise 
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and participate in various trade fairs staged at State and National levels . So far, 
tl1e Department has made remarkable achievements in the transformation of the 
lives of women folk in Sokoto State. 

Similarly, Government has been making efforts to improve the welfare of 

staff in its civil service by providing them with various incent ives such as 

housing , car , motorcycl e and bicycle refurbishing loans which have been 
disbursed to various categories of civil servants. The new civil service reforms 

have already been implemented in the State in accordance with the Federal 
Government guidelines. In the same vein, the State Government has continued 

to supplement Federal Government's effort to solve the unemployment problem 
in the State, by providing financial and material assistance to the National 

Directorate of Employment. 

In general, the present administration has grasped the problems of the 
State, and had accordingly evolved appropriate blue-prints for development and 

betterment of the life of the inhabitants . this is being achieved through the 
combined activities of Government Ministries and Parastatals, which shall be 
discussed in detail here under. 

POLITICAL TRANSITION PROGRAMME 

The Sokoto State Government, under the able leadership of Governor 
Yahaya Abdulkarim, attaches great importance to the successful execution of 

the Federal Government's Transition to Civil Rule Programme . That is why 
immediately after his success at the polls, Governor Yahaya Abdulkarim, in 
compliance with a Federal Government directive, formed a Political Transition 
Committee, headed by the Deputy Governor of Sokoto State, Alhaji Ahmad 

Muhammad Gusau. This Committee has worked tirelessly Towards ensuring that 
people are Prlucated and mobilised in all aspe('tc; of the Transition Programme 

right from its inception. Through its various sub-commfttees , the Politica l 
Transition Committee embr:~rked upon a massive enlightenment 
campaign in order to ensure. that even people at the grass root level are 

adequately informed and mobilised towards understanding, and participating in 
the programme. 
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Members of the sub-committee of the programme have often embarked 

on a campaign tour of the Local Governments and Districts in theState. In order 
to show the importance that the State Government attaches to the programme, 

the State Governor his Excellency, Mal/am Yahaya Abdulkarim had personally 
graced the tour sometimes . Also , jingles. Radio and Television shows , drama 

presentations, etc. have been employed through the electronic media in order to 
boost the publicity campaign of the programme, in addition to the efforts being 

made by the Directorate of Information through the use of Public Address 

Vehicles. 

At the Local level, a sub-committee made up of a Chairman and officials 

of the Local Government, Districts, Villages and Ward Heads, Electoral officers 
and security and social mobilization officers have been formed. This Committee 
ensures that the modalities and importance of the Transition Programme are 

properly grasped. 

The Programme has received maximum support from community and 

traditional leaGers and all other agencies , and so far, the exercise has been 

successful. 

SOKOTO STATE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

Under the democratic system, separation of powers is mandatory. Thus, 

the three arms of Government , i.e. the Executive, the Legislature and the 
Judiciary exist as a collect ive government machinery, with each exercis ing its 

constitutional rights . 

While the State Governor, Mal/am Yahaya Abdulkarim presides over the 

Executive arm (through an already existing Government Mac hinery), the 
Legislature consists of several members, representing all sections of the State . 

These representatives were elected into the House of Ass embly., which is 

charged with the sole responsibility of administering the democrat ic process 

within the Legislative circle. At the moment, the Sokoto State House of Assembly 
has the following Principal officers. 

I I 
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Speaker Hon. Alh. Umar shehu Goronyo 

2 Deputy Speaker Hon. Alh. Bello Garba kware 

3 Majority Leader Hon. Alh. Abdu llahi Lakoja Anka 

4 Minority Leader Hon. Alh. Ibrahim Mohammed 

5 Majority Whip Hon. Alh. Shehu Aliyu 

6 Minority Whip Hon. Lasisi Yusuf 

7 Clerk to the House Alh. Muhammadu Buda Gummi 

THE LEGISLATURE 

The Sokoto State Leg islature has 58 memb ers repres enting 58 
constituencies, with each Local Government represented by two legislators. 

Sokoto state House of assembly complex, Sokoto 

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 

The . Ministry of Agriculture is the Government organ charged wit11 the 
responsibility of the development of agriculture and agro-related activities in the 
State. As would be seen later, the Sokoto Agricultural and Rural Development 
Project is one of its key parastatals where most of its policies are implemented. 
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As always emphasized, agricultu re occupies a very prominent position in 
the economy of the State because over 85% are farmers - engaging in one form 

of agriculture or another. That is why the State Government contmues to give 
priority to the sector by providing modern farm inputs and equipments , in 
addition to the technical assistance and extensio'l services given to fa rmers in 
order to boost their productivity and keep the State afloat economically. 

This year alone, this sector tool< N176,861 ,680.00 ranking 1t1e highest in 

this year's budget. Recently , the Government has also e~warded a N10 mil lio'l 

contract for the renovation of forty fuur tractors. This will go a long way in 

enhancing the State's Tractors Hiring Service s. 

It is generally known that Sokoto State is blessed with vast agricultural 
and livestock development potentials. In fact, it is one of !he largest livestock 
producer in the country, second only to Barno . It is also a major grain producer. 

The ex istence of these vast agricultural potentialities was noticed by the Federal 
Go ve rnment - hl~:1 ce the establishment of the Sokoto Rima River bas in 

Development Authority (SRRBDA) in order to enhance both rainy and dry 

season farm ing; and at the same time compliment efforts of the State 
Government. 

The Sokoto State Government , in order to revitalise the agricultural 

sect or, has taken d ra st ic measures in financial and advisory -form. 
Desertification, pest outbreak, soil erosion and other natural and ecological 

problems have been adequately tackled. Wild life management, irrigation 

schemes and f isheries have received a boost. 

Fadama Development is receiving greater attention. so far, the State 
Government had entered into an agreement with the World Bank to develop 
Fadama areas for irrigational purposes. 

DISTRIBUTION OF FERTILIZER 

Following abn0m1alities noticed in the sale arid distribution of fert ilizer to 
farmers in the State, the incumbenl G0vernment took effective measures in 
order to ensure that this essential farm input reaches farmers easily. Towards 
this end, a high-powered committee charged with the sole responsibility of 
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fertilizer distribution was formed at both State and Local Government levels. 

The Committee consists of high ranking government 

officials, security men, traditional rulers and farmers representatives. This way, 

activities of dubious middle men are curved and the fertilizer reaches the farmers 

easily. In this regard, 60,000 metric tonnes of fe rtilize r were distributed to 

f armers during the 1992 c ro pping season alone. In order to show th e 
importance that the Government attaches to it,the launching of the 1992 sale of 

fertilizer was conducted by the State Governor, His Excellency, Mallam Yahaya 

Abdukarim at Tambuwal 

PEST CONTROL 

In order to curtail the menace of pests, pesticides worth N300,000 have 

been purchased for sale to farmers at subsidized rates~ Also 40,000 improved 

seedlings have been raised for sale to interested fruit growers in the State. In 

addition to this, storag<J facilities have been increased to overcome their storage. 

SALE OF GRAINS TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC 

Following the global economic crunch which has also affected this 

country, prices of food items have increased by almost 100%. Government is 
poised to address this problem. 

To this end, it recently distributed assorted grains for sale in the State at 

subsidised prices. The Federal Government has also augmented this 

effort by giving its own contribution of assorted grains to all states of the 

federation . These grains have been duly sold to people at subsidized 

rates and this has helped greatly in cushioning the effects of the global 

economic crunch. 

WHEAT PRODUCTION 

Wheat and cotton production have continued to receive 

government attention over the years . Wheat production is currently 
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being promoted at the Bakolori, Wammakko, Ka lmalo, 1:3akura and 

Goronyo Irrigation Sites and several incentives are being. planned in order 

to encourage farmers to engage in the production of this important crop. 

-~ 
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Wheat farm at one of the irrigation sites in the state. 

LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION 

As mentioned earlier, Sokoto State is only second to Borno in 
the area of livestock production, in the whole country. Thus, the State 
Government gives this sector the necessary attention it deserves. 
Adequate grazing lands have been .demarcated for the Fulani herdsmen, 
and the perennial quarrels and squabbles between farmers and the 
Fulani herdsmen had been greatly reduced. Also, effective control al;ld 
eradication of animal diseases is being vigorously pursued; in additibn to 
the artificial insemination facilities provided at Sokoto and Talala Malara 
centre~. Poultry production is also receiving due attention, and plans are 
underway to reactivate and equip the hatcheries at Sokoto and Talala 
Malara which have a combined capacity of producing over 10,000 day 
old CQir:ks per week. Also the Feedmill in sokoto will be fully utilised. 
This way, eggs and seve~al tonnes of broiler meat will be produced. 

ANIMAL HEALTH 

The animal Health section is charged with the control of livestock 
killer diseases through vaccination of animals against various animal! 
diseases on catt le, · sheep, goat, dogs . and poultry. Thus 
veterinary clinics are located in all zones of the State. 
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' · · ·~ . . :, ___ '"'·"'-.... -. Calile rearing: Sakata state is one o! the major Producers in the country. 
.... ~~ ....... .. 

.. , · .~s:t FISH FARMING 

,j ;:: · .~~. Fish farming h a s also con tinue d 'J receive 
.. ::~;. /~ · .'Govcrnn;cnt's attention an ~ of recent, ~ven of 

.':'· .• . ;._· bus1ncssmen . The Pilot P1sh Farms estab ltshcd at 
~'~ . '" .. Wamakko, Lugu and Takwarc arc the major sources of 
.' · ·!~~: fingerlings fo r fish farmers in the State. Also, Alhaji Sidi 

··~ ; Mamman Asarakkawa, a promin ent businessman in the 
.:. ,:;~ State, has established another fish 'farm in the State 

. • ,;. < •• . capital. Fishing equipmcnts are being procured by 
:.-.. ~· Government and sold to farmers at subsidised rates; and 
·~~·; , additio nal deep-freezers for fish storage have been ·"'" .. ,... 
· . .:.,;..· .procured. As always emphasised, the Federal Gove rnment ...... 
·,~ has continued to supplement the State · Governm ent's 

. .'.-"'~'~ efforts 1n f1 sh production 111 the Sta te . .. & 
: .~~: A lth ough the Go vernm ent is doing its best in a ll 
: : ;~·t~' . agro-rc latcd areas, Sokoto State, due to its gc 0.e;raph ical 
> loc a tion, is very prone to natural and ecologica l haza rds 
)' ' such as desert encroachment , dro ught and soil erosio n, not 
" ' to talk of the savannah vegetation w hich provi des good 

breeding ground for both crops and animal diseases. 
Therefore, despite financial constra ints, the Gove rnment 
ha s taken vanous measures 'to check these hazards 
among them is th e recently estab li shed Sokoto St a te 
Environmen ta l Protection Programme (SEP) .. 
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In yet another d e velop men t, the Government ha s 
earmarked N8 m illion fo r the purchase of gas cookers and 
kerosine stoves for d ist ri bution to civ il servant s in the 
State this year, as part of its policy of discourag in g the use 
of f i rc wood as a sou rcc of energy . Towards executing 
this policy, the Gov ernment has contacted Usman Dan rodio 
University and t he Sokoto/Kcbb i Sta tes Poly tec hnic 
Energy R es earch Centres with a view o f finding an 
a lternative source of energy . 

SOKOTO AGRICULTURAL AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY (SARDA) 

Th e Sokoto A gricultural and Rural Development 
A uthority (S ARD A) was cstab I ishcd in 1982 as a Paras tatal 
of the Ministry of Ag r iculture . Charged w ith the sole 
responsibility o f Agricul tura l and Rural Deve lo pment, it 
was scheduled to be impl e mented over a fi ve year period, 
and to benefit 670,000 farm families. F unded by the Federa l 
Government of Nigeria (FGN) , the Sok oto State Government 
(SSG ) and a loan from th e World Bank (WB), SARDA is a 
State- w ide programme. 

Before the creation of Kcbbi State, SARDA con:; ists of 
four zones , namely:- Eas tern , W este rn , Central and 
Northern zones with headquarters at Gusau , Bunza, Gummi 
and Wurno respect ivel y . W ith the creat ion of Kcbbi State, 
We stern zone forms th e n ucleus o f the Kcbbi State 
Ag ricultural and Rural De ve lopment Author ity , le a ving 
SARDA with the other three zones - Eastern, Cen tra l and 
Northern zones . 

In adc ition to s i .v operatio nal dc;'artmcnts, SA.RDA 
has a limited liability compan y, The Farmers Ag ri cu ltura l 
Supply Company (FASCO) wh ich shall be discussed in detail 
hereunder. 

Achievements in Relation to Targets : 

The Agricultural Projects Moni tor ing a nd 
Evaluation Unit (APMEU) an d the Federa l Agr ic ultural Co-
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ord inatin g Unit (F ACU) h ave dec la red SARDA as a 
s ucc essful venture especially when compared to simil ar 
projects in the country . In some cases, the project even 
exceeded :-.s ta rgets despite its various pro blems and the 
high rate of in flat ion especially with regards to the 
current exchange ra te of the naira. 

In the area of Tnfrastructural DcvclopnJcn t , 95 Farm 
Se rvice Centres and 70 Stores have been constructed all 
ove r the State. 2339 km of rura l feed er roads have been 
constructed as ag ainst the target of 1,700km ,- thu s 
excceJing the ta rge t by 669 km. Though not inc luded in 
the origina l plan , 32 dams have been constructed for rural 

com munities in the State, due to popular demand. 3,566 
boreholes as against 1,200 planned hav e been sank by 
SARDA in order to vrovide potable drinking water to the 
rural Lommunitie s . 

Fadama Development: 

In the area of Fadama Development, 6,280 tubewell s 
have been sunk for farmers in the St ate - ·bring about 
4 ,500 hectares of Fadama land s under cultivation. SARDA 
also provided farmers and arti sans with training in water 
management and motorised pumps maintenance. SARD A 
also manufactures manual tubcwell bailers kits - and sell 
same to individual farmers in the State and s ister ADPS in 
the country and some neighbouring countries like, Ghana 
and Benin Republi c . 

Land Use Planning : 

In this area , SARDA has succeeded in planning and 
aligning , 2,416 km feeder roads, si ghted about 58 dam sites 
and tes ted 1,967 ~o il sam~!es from \"hich soil fertility was 
assessed, and proper advice given to. fam1ers. 

Agr icultu ral S enices: 

Among several approaches to Ag ricultural services, 
S A KD A employs tra ini ng more than any o ther. Thus, an 
agricultural extension program me kn own as lrt~ining and 
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V isit System (T&Y ) was employed . Throu g h v isit s. 
demonstrations , fi el d da y s and lect u res, te c hnol og ies 
rec eived from ag ricul tural re se a rch in s titutes arc pa ssed 
to the farmers in a way they can understand and adopt 
them. Al so, severa l varieties of improved seeds have been 
procured and sold to farmers. 

Lately , a 'Women in Agricultu.·c' Sect ion was set up. 
U nder this arrangemen t , rural women a rc educated on 
farm in g methods, preparing modern , but loca l d is hes an d 
handcrafts , and to fo rm co -operat ives fo r th e ir m utual 
benefits - espec ially for acquis ition of inp ut s and credit. 
A multi-purpose centre under this aspec t was als o 
com missioned by the First L ady at Kasarawa in 1989. 

Man power Development and Trai ning : 

SARDA attaches much importance to training. Thus, 
a number of s taff have been sent on training from 
certificate to post-graduate levels both insid e and outsicic 
the country. Its staff arc now professionally equipped 
especially in the area of computer software. Consequent ly, 
SARDA succeeded in replacing all expat ri ate staff th at 
initially manned the authori ty with indigenous staff. 

Future Progra mmes : 

Two programmes: "The· National Agr icultur al 
Tcc:hnology Suppo rt Project (NATSP)" and the "National 
Fad ama Development Project (NFDP)" are sched uled to sta:rt 
thi s year (1992) and another two sch eduled projec t<; is 
amon g o thers, to re-orientate and improve the technology 
adopti on and extension acti v it ies anrl in case of the NFDP, 
to in s tal 50,000 shallo w tubcwdl over a period of four 
y ears. 

As 
progress, 
A uthority 

can be 
and will 
exists . 

s een, S ARDA 
continu e to 
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FARl\lERS AGRICULTUR \L Sl PPLY C OI\IPA~Y 

(F ASCO) 

Incorporated in t n-+ as a Limited Liability Company 
of Sokoto Agricult ural and Rural Development Authority 
(SARDA) FAS CO ts mainly a fertilizer and farm in pu ts 
ou tl et . It also se lls agricultural equipmcn t s and 
implement s. 

After the creatio n of 1\: cbb i State in 199 1, FASCO was 
bifurca ted, as a res ult of wh ich the Kcbbi State 
Agricu ltu ral SupJ~l· · Comp: y (KFASCO) emerged . T he 
company now O!JL rates through the following dis tribution 
network, v i;: 

Headquarters Sokoto 

Zonal Office: Eastern Zone Gusau 

Zonal offi ce : Western Zone Gumm i 

Zonal Office: Northern Zone W u rno 

- plus six bulk depots at Gusau, Talala Mafara , Gummi, 
Wumo, Shinkafi and Sokoto. Also, there arc 66 Fa rm 
service centres loc a ted in the Loc~l Government Area 
Headquarters where fertilizer and other farm inputs, a rc 
stored and sold, in add ition to 45 service stores wh ich arc 
situated in the vi l lages . 

Achieveme11ts: 

Since incept ion, the 
metric tonncs of assortcc 
equipmcnts and imp lements 
sol d. 

company sold about 569,304 
fertili z er, and farm inputs, 

wocth N102,626 Il!illion were 

In the 1990/91, sales and distr ibut ion of fcrti I izcr 
was highly success ful following a. new fertilizer policy 
introduced by the Federa l G overnmen t of Nigeria. 
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In 1992 alone, sales proceeds from fertilizers and 
other inputs have been estimated at N59 .374 million . A 
cooperative Extension Wing, namely FARMERS 
COOPERATIVE DEPARMENT (FCD) has also been successfully 
established. Also in 1990 alone, PASCO sold 2 ,286 Units of 
water pumps to farme rs on h tgh purchase . 

Some of the chemicals Procured by FASCO for sale to the farmers. 

Future Plans: 

FASCO will cont inue to procu re and distribute fa rm 
inputs to the farmin g popu lace. It expects to break- even 
on fert ilizer operation prcwidcd that the curren t federal 
Go vernment ', new !'c rtilizcr policy coni ;:JU cs aPd the State 
Government continue to shoulder the responsibility of 
fully sett l ing handlin g charges. FASCO w ill also continue to 
mobilise farmers to for:n Agricultural Co-operative 
Socicitics which assist them io acq uiring farm inputs, 
credit, marketing of agricu ltu ral commodities and 
consc~; ucntly gettin g used to the· overall government 
approach to agricultural development. 
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MINISTPY O F WORKS, T RANSPORT AND WATER 
RESOU RCES 

The Mini stry of Works, Tran spo rt and Water 
Resources is the v ital arm of Governm ent, responsible for 
implementation of Government policy, as i t relates to 
construction, transport and water re sources. It is basicall y 
a service ministry which serves as consu lt ant and adviser 
to the Government and its agencies in areas ran ging from 
pre-to-post contract services. 

0 rga n izat £o 11 : 

Like all other Ministries, the Ministry of Works, 
Transport and Water Resources comprise of all relev an t 
profession al departments that work jointl y to achieve its 
objectives. Tn addition , it has three parastatals unde r its 
wing, namely: Ru ral Electricity and Water Boards, and the 
Sokoto State Transport Authority (SST A) . These shall be 
discussed in brief hereunder: 

Achievements: 

The ac hie vements of the Ministry of Works, 
Transport and Water Resources can best be highlighted 
through the activities of its ·parastatals, since they are 
mostly the executing · arm of the M inistry. Before we do 
that , however, it is pertinent to note that the Ministry has 

been respon sible for the design, execution , and 
superv ision of roads and bridge construction for the State. 
So far , it has con st ructed trunk 'A' and 'B' roads totalling 
838 km. On many occasions , it has also provided 
Consultancy servi ces for the Directorate of Food, Roads 
and Rural Infrastruc;ture (DFRRI) and rhe Sokoto 
Agric11ltural · ar.:l Rural :Ccvelopme:~t Autho,ity (SARGA.) . 

The M inistry has also provided pre- and pQ,st
contract servi ces for building projects to . several 
Ministries and parastatals in the State. It has repaired and 
maintained several Government vehi cles and plants and 
oversaw botlr rutal and urban water supply schemes as it 
affect.s policy making and implementado.n. 

22 

i! 

... 

I 

I 

I 
I 

I 

i 

Below is the Ministry' s capital prog ress report as at 

April , 1992.: 

MINISTRY OF W ORKS AND TRANSPORT, SOKOTO 

CAPITAL PROGRESS REPORT AS AT AP RIL. 1992 

------------·-·---------- ·------------------------ --
SINo. Details of Project Lvca tion Rem arks 

Compleition of Library 

Ph ase II SCAS 60% - not completed 

2 Construelion of Admin. 
block SCAS 55 % - not completed 

3 Constructi.::.n of Sporting 
Facil iti es & Grading of 
Site offices SCAS 65 % - not completed 

4 Completion of Classroom 
Block 4 SCAS SO % - not completed 

5 Completion of Classro"om 
Block 2 SCAS SO % - not completed· 

6 Completion of Kitchen and 
Dinning SCAS 4S'(o - not completed 

7 Completition of Hostel 
Block 12 SCAS Completed 

8 Cor.s truetion ,_,f Hostel 
Block 14 SCAS Completed 

9 Construction of Hostel 
Block 6 SCAS 95% completed 

1 0 Construction of Hostel 
Block 8 SCAS completed 
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- -------·--------- --- - ------ - - ---- --- - ------------ ---- - --- ---------- ----·-· -----·--- ------------------ -- - - ·--
SIN o . Details of Project Locat ion R e m a rks S /N o. De tai ls of Project Loc a tion Rem a r k s 

-
I 23 Mo s lj uc s/ V I P /T ai !or s I I Con struc tio n of Phys ics, 

Water works T rade Fair Soko to Co mpl e ted Chemi s try Laborato ry SCAS 38 % not completed I 

! 
C.O .E. Workshop Comp lex Sokoto No t completed I 2~ I 2 Cons tructi on of new 

Scie nce Labo rat ory SCAS 54% Ye t to be 
K ware Mental Horne co mpleted 25 
Adm in Kwar c In Prog ress 

l 3 Const ruc ti on of Studen t 
2 6 Kware i\ tental Horne Common Room Block 17 SCAS Complet ed and taken 

~ (M ale) K" arc 9() C!(; n.:a ri ng 
over 

co m p let io n 

1 4 fen ci ng of Labo rato ry 
2 7 Kware Menta l Horne Furn i turc s SCAS 66% co mpleted ... 

Kwa rc in P rogress 

I 
(fem a le ) 

1 5 Constructi on of Hos tels 
28 Sokoto St ate L ia ison B lock SCAS Completed and taken 

I 
I 

I Offi ce, Abuja A huja In progress over 

I 16 Construc ti on of Open 29 Women day Care Centre Sokoto Com ple ted 

wa lk way SCAS 65 % Not completed 
I V.V.F. C lini c Sokoto Comple ted 30 
r 

com p leted 1 7 Construction of SCAS I 31. Amenity Ward S oko to No t t 
Phase II Construc tion 
of Classrooms Block 9 SCAS Not com pleted. I 32 Admin Block M edica l 

I Stores Sokoto 
1 8 Construc ti on of Hostels 

Block SCAS Not compl eted I 33 Judges Qua rters, Gu s a u 

19. North Wall/Gate House I 34 Judges Quarters Gu s a u ~ Trade Fair Comp lex Sokoto Comple ted l 
r 35 C o nstruction of 

2 0 West Wall Gate House Exco - Cham. b e rs 
Tro.Je Fair· Con.plex Soko to Com ple te d ~ Gov e rnment House S okoto Comple ted 

2 1 South Wall Gate House 36 C ompleti t ion of Low 
Trade Fa ir Complex Sokoto Comp leted Cost Houses a t 

22 Eas·t Wall Trade Fair 
Nasa r awa Sokoto In progres s 

Complex Sokoto Comple ted 37 Completion of 
Secretariat M o sque Sokoto In Pro g ress 
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SINo . Details of Project 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

4 4 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 

50 

Construction of House 
of Assembly 

Completion of House 
Assembly II 

Completit ion of House 
of Assem bly III 

P ri nting Press for 
House of Assembly 

News p aper Fac to ry 
(Civil v. ork only ) 

Landscaping an d 
F~r.c i n g of Sambo 
Road 

Ex te nsion of Existing 
Presi d ent ial Lodge 

New G ove rnm ent House 

Ne w Pres iden tial 
Lo d ge 

Ci vil wo rks of 
Asphal t Patching 

Sokoto sports Comp lex 

Bus Terminus for 
Mass T ransit 

Mass Transi t 
Wo rkshop 

Location 

Sokoto 

Sokoto 

Sokoto 

Sokoto 

Sokoto 

Ka duna 

Sokoto 

Sokoto 

Soko to 

Sokoto 

Sokoto 

Sokoto 

Sokoto 
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In prog ress 

Co mp leted 

In Prog ress 

No t awarded 

Not awarde d 

Not awarded 

No t awarded 

Not awarded 

SINo. Det ails of Project 

5 I Furnishing of State 
House of Assembly 
Complex 

5 2 Cons truction of 
Classroom workshop 
and laboratory in 

Location 

Sokoto 

various secondary schoo ls 
in the State. Sokoto 

53 

54 

Const ruct ion of Class 
room for Nomad ic 
Edu cation 

Governmen t Gir ls 
Secondary School 
I! le la 

55 Governmen t Science 
Technica l Schoo l 

5 6 Murtala Memoria l 
Hos p i ta l 

5 7 Booster Station 

58 F.M. Station 

Sokoto 

li le Ia 

T/Mafa r 

Sokoto 

Gusa u 

Sokoto 

Remark s 

In Progress 

Completed 

In Progress 

In Progress 

In Progress 

T he Min istry o f Works, T ra n sport and Wa te r 
Resourcq has been re spon s ible for wa ter quality control 
th rough its Water Resou rces Department and the S okoto 
State Water Board . It has continued to maintain existing 
rural water supply . schemes and to e xecute new water 
projects. In this respect, contract for the extension of 
water supply from Sokoto to Wamakko including all the 
v illages along the road leading to Wamakko has been 
awa rded. The project is estim ated to cost about Nl 0 million. 
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Also the Ministry has proposed .to improve/provide new 
waater supply scheme s in the follow ing Local 
Governments . 

Gidan kare in Gwadabawa Local Government; 
Kilgori. in Yabo Local Government :\rea; 
Kebbe in Gummi Local Government Area; 
Zumii in Zurmi Local Government Area; 
Gadabo in Gwadabawa Local Government Area; 
Kalgo in Sil ame Loca l Government Area; 
Majiya in Dange/Shuni Local Government Area ; 
Badarawa in lsa Local Government Area 

Roads Construction 

In order to facil itate· easy movem en t cf people and 
goods, the Government has targeted the tarring of 290 
kilometres of roads for comple tit ion within ·1992. These 
roads arc: -

Kasa ra:wa - Silame 
,Mallamawa - Bukkuyum 
B/Magaj i - Kaura 
Tangaza - ruwa Wuri 
Yabo - Kilgori 
Lamba - Tureta 

f Dansadau - ·Main Town 
.- Kotorkoshi - Mada 

Dogon Daji - Sala 
Asara - gigane 
Wauru - Kadadi 
Illela - Araba 

A road under construction 
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LAND AND HOUSING 

The State Government has continued to provide· 
decent and adequate hoHsing accommodation for all 
categories of civil servants in the State. So far, almost all 
projects under construction under the Housing Scheme 
have been completed and taken over since, and regular 
mainte nan ce work on exi s tin g fac ilities is being carried 
out frequently. 

The S ta te Government model village programme, 
initi ated by the previous administration , is being given 
due consideration . When implemented, this programme 
will provide one model village in each Local Government 
Area. This way, orderly growth and development of rural 
settlement will be ensu red. The im plementation of th is 
programme, will also make the inc essant rural /u rban 

migration unattractive to rural dwellers, and at the same 
t ime minimise the wide, developmental gap between rural 
and urban ·centres in the State. 

SOKOTO URBAN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (SUDA) 

The sokoto Urban Development Authority (SUDA) 
was established under EJict No. 10 of 1976, wllh .the 
primary aim of developing Sokoto metropolis in areas of 
sanitation , physical development, and city beautification 
which had hitherto been uncoord inated . 

SUDA started its skeletal services in 1976 and 
resumed full operation in 1978/79 when all civil works, 
parks and Gardens fell under its jurisdiction . 

SUDA has eight 
Administration, ;inance, 
Engineering, Electrival, 
Gardens . 

operati<:nal · department1' 
Town Planning, Health, 

Mechanical and Parks 

VIZ: 

Civil 
and 

Through these Departments and the professional 
·performance of its staff, SUDA has continued to maintain 
excellent performances in the execution of its 
responsibilities. He re , it is noteworthy to . recall that 
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because o f SUDA's. cffqrts, Sokoto was. d eclared the cleanest 
c ity in th e whole country in 1986 . 

Operational Ca pa city: 

SUDA has always str ived to maintain it s enviable 
operat ional capacit y ov e r the yea rs . Tow ard s this end, 
SUDA opera te s and m a inta ins molcx, skips , mechanically 
ope rated skip carri ers, t ippe rs· and othe r re fu se collection 
and d ispos a l equipment. 

Removal of e xcess storm water, and collection of 
refuse fro m SUDA located sk ips arc done free of charge for 
residen:s of Sokoto town. SUDA personnel have a lways 
been around to attend to the san itation need of the people, 
and to educate them on the best way of maintaining a 
he a lthy environment. 

A chi evements 

SUDA has made tre mendous achievements over the 
years. Although most o f these achievements arc serv ice 
oriented and therefore cannot be quantified, SUDA can st ill 
record the following :-

Control of Soil erosion by dumping refuse in 
identified areas .. This effort enables SUDA ·to reclaim 
land a t Aduwa Uwa , which has become cntrcmely 
fertile and good fo cropping; 

Morchyigcnic toilets have been construc ted all 
over Sokoto metropolis , with attendants attached 

to ensure their dean lincss and curtail possible 
vandalism. 

Co nstruction of Drainages : 

Since 1984, SUDA has embarked on drainage system 
construction within the Sokoto township in order to avoid 
the hazard of floods· and stagnation. T he Government of 
Sokoto State provided a speci a l ·allocation of N500,000 .00 
towards this effo rt . Currently, a major drain age system 
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along Sultan abubak ar Road , nca r the Speci alist Hospital is 
under cons tru ct ion . lnfact, it has reached an advanced 
s tage and · is nearing completion . SUDA un dertakes this 
project through d irect labour. After an epidemic broke 
out at Sagin Lcmu in 199 1, and many lives were Iost , SUDA 
was at hand to cons truct a good drainage system in the 

a rca. 

One of the many drainages constructed by SU DA 

More san itary inspectors have been recruited and posted to 
relevant areas in Sokoto metropolis in order to en sure that 
people com ply with san it ati on regu lations , and thu s bring 
defaulters to book. The y also ensure th a t facilit ie s 
provided by SUDA arc properly and judiciously utilised . 

City Bea utification: 

SUDA has designed, and constructed some round 
abouts in the metropolis, e .g . Ahmadu Bcllo/Maiduguri 
Road, and Abdu ll ahi Fodio junction we re construc ted by 
SUDA, while some were constructed by the Minist ry of 
Works . ho wever, SUDA still maintains and beautify all 
round-abouts, parks and gardens within the Sokoto 
me tropolis. SUDA also designed and constructed the 
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reknown ed Ahmed Maigero Open Air T heatre where some 
Govern ment functions and cultural occasions are mostly 
he ld . 

S treet Ligh ting: 

Apart from minor street lighting, SUDA undertook a 
majo r work of providing the s treet lighting on the busy 
Kano Road . Simil ar projects have been planned by SUDA 
and would soon take up as soon as the materials and funds 
are made ava il able . The areas mapped ou t for this projects 
a re: 

Ali Akilu Road to Illela Garage; 
Ahmadu Bel lo Way to Maiduguri Road; 
Garba Duba Road Extension 

When complct::-d, there is no doubt th at the beauty and 
security of Sokoto town will be ensured especially at 
nights . 

Road Construction: 

Between I 99 I and early I 992, SUDA has started and 
completed construction of bituminous surfaced roads at 
Sani Dingyadi; Bungudu, Kamba, and SARDA roads within 
Soko to metropolis covering 4 kilometre's. there is also a 
proposal to constru ct Bodinga, Tsafe, Giro :jnd Polo Club 
roads in 1992. 

The Multi -Million Nair Ultra Modern Market: 

The Multi Milli on Naira, Sokoto 
constructed under S UDA 's supe rvision . 
moder!' stalls and a large Motor Park 
accomm odate all sizes of vehicl es. 

central Market was 
This market has 

that can adequa te ly 

The Motor Park has seve ral faciliti es in addition to 
Pol ice Station, Restaurants, Clinic and a big administrative 
offi ce. The mark et is self-su sta ining with a revenue 
genera ting cap acity of N350, 00.0 per month. 
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The multi-Million Naira Sokoto Central marbt 

SOKOTO STATE TRANS PORT AUTHORITY (SST A) 

The Sokoto State Transport Authority, formerlly 
called Mass Transit, started in Octobe-r 1988 with a few 
vehicles supplied by the Federal Mass Ur.ban Transit, viz: 

10 No. MB 0362 - 42 seater bus 
10 No. 15 Buses - 18 seater 

Seeing the inadequacy of these vehicles · and the popular 
demand of transportation facilities by· the people, the State 
Government purchased 30 No. 30 seate r ci.vilian Nissan 
Buses t.> enable the SSTA w cover its inte1 -State routes as 
well as city and student bus services in the metropolis. The 
State. Government also purchased 10 (30 tons)" trucks · to ease 
the difficuliies encountered in the distribution of fert ilizer 
from the depot to the rural areas. 

Organizational SM Up : 

Th~ SSTA's ac tivitil~ s and ope rati on s are 
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implemented through the combined activit ies of four 
departments, namel y: Administration, Finance and 
Supply, Operations and the Work shop. Through these 
Departments, tremendous success has been recorded. 

Achieve me 11ts : 

Despite the high cost of spare parts, the SST A has 
continued to maintain its usual routes, in the inter and 
intra-State routes, viz: 

Inter-State Routes: 

Sokoto to Lagos 
Sokoto to Kaduna via Zaria 
Sokoto to Ilorin 
Sokoto to Kano 
Sokoto to Jos 
Sokoto to Abuja 
Sokoto to B/Kebbi 

In tra-State Rill!.tkS_: 

Sokoto to K/Namoda 
Sokoto to Isa 
Sokoto to Shinkafi 
Sokoto to Tambuwal 
Sokoto to Moriki 
Sokoto to Gummi · 
Sokoto to Gusau 
Sokoto to Tal ata Mafara 
Sokoto tv D/Daji 
Sokoto to Illela 

City/Student Services: 

To Arkilla JSS 
To Army Day Secondary School 
To Nan a day Secondary school 
To. Farfaru 
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Future Plans 

SSTA plans to cover all the Local Go vernment 
Headquarters in the State if more vehicles arc purchased 
by the State Government · or 'provided by the Federal Urban 
Mass Transit. 

RURAL ELECTR~CITY BOARD 

The Sokoto State Ru ral Electrici ty Board came into 
being in _1974 from the defunct Ministry of Water and 
Electricity, vide Sokoto State Edict No. 4 of 1974. 

The activiti es of the Board ca: n be broadly · 
categorized into two viz : Maintenance and Projects. 

Maintenance : 

The Board has 13 Electricity Power Stations in the 
State. These are located at Gidan Madi, Illela, Gada, Wumo, 
Goronyo, Sabon Birni, Isa/Shinkafi, Kaura Namoda, Talata
Mafara, Anka, Gummi, Shagari and Yabo. 

These are in addition to running· a Central Service 
Workshop located at Sokoto . The Board provides 
maintenance services to these 13 out-stations including 
supply of fuel and lubricants for daily generation. 

P r !' j e c"t s: 

The State's yearly projects for the Electrification of 
tow·n s and villages are undertaken by . th is ·Board. 
Electrification projects are either executed through 
Direct Labour or through contract. · 

Direct Labour Projects: 

The Board, since its inception -in 1974 executed the 
folio wing 21 Elect rification projects th rough Direct 
Labour: 
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1 Electrification of Durbawa Town 
l II Gagi Town 
3. II "rangaza Town 
~ 

II Binji Town 
5 II Dange Town 
~ 

) 
II Sunnane Town 

z II Gada Town 
~ 

II Goronyo Town 
~ 

II S/Birni Town 
10 II Amarawa Town 
11 Linking of Bungudu to the National Grid 
12 II Damba 
13 II Dogon Daji 
14 II Mali sa 
15 I Tambu.wal II 

16 II Wammako II 

17 Linking of Mullela ·to the National Grid 
18 II Bodinga II 

19 II Gwadabawa II 

w II T/Mafara II 

l1 II Maradun II 

Contract Projects: 

The . two following towns were electrified thro~gh 
; ontract:-

Linking of Chafe town to National Grid 
Linking of Kotorkoshi town to National Grid . 

~aintenance: 

. The Board is presently having its Isa/Shinkafi 
;tation up-graded. To this end, a contract worth N4.5 
nillion has been awarded. for the supply and installation of 
1 16 Cylinder 1280 KVA, Mirrless JVS Generator to improve 
)Ower supply services to lsa and Shinkafi towns. 

Similarly, the Board has forwarded a request for 
he provision of 3 new generators for Anka, Gidan Madi 
md Illela as supplement· to the exis.ting aged ones that are 
,ecoming_ uneconomical to run and maintain, while 
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another two are proposed for Silame and Zurmi that arc 
neither enjoying National Electric Power authority no r 
Rural Electricity Board Services. 

On-Going Projects: 

The following p roject s are currently under 
execu tion by the Board th rough Direct Labour. The 
percentage progress of execution is indicated against each 
project. 

Re-established in Janua ry 1984, vide Edict No 3 of 
1984, the Sokoto State Water B-o-ard is responsible for the 
planning, construction.. operation and maintenance of all 
Urban, Semi-Urban and Rural water Supply Schemes. 
However, in 1990, the Ministry of Water Resources and 
Rural · Development was established, and all responsibilities 
of Rural and Semi-Urban Water Supply was transfered to it. 
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Therefore, So koto State Water Board is now 
responsible for the suppy of portable drinking water to all 
t:1e Urban areas of Sokoto State as fo llows: 

Sokoto 
G usau 
Kaura Namoda 
Talata -Ma fara 
An k a 

G ummi 

S ok o to 

Tam b uwal 
Yab o 
Mara dun 
Shinkafl 
G wadabaw,a 

The Sokoto Water Supply System is solely dependent 
on the pew extension project which has its source of raw 
water from Rima River. The life of this new project is 
expected to I ast up to tl}.e year 1997 when the second phase 
will take-off and meet the water demand of Sokoto 
metropolis up to the year 2010, At the moment, Sokoto 
township is supplied with portable water on 24 hour basis . 
Also, the Government intends to extend water supply to abject town and villages within a radius 
ol35km from Sokoto Metropolis 

Gu s a u 

At the n:toment, the old Gusau Water Works is out .of 
operation because of complete failu re of the transmission 
line and old age of treatment plant. 

Concerned with this developme~r. the Sokoto State 
GovefJlment awarded a conHaot .for . the ·installation of a 
new water works which was completed in March 1991. The 
new water works has a total capacity of 45,000 m3 (1 0M GO) a 
day . Thus Gusau town .is now being supplied on 24 hour 
basis. The water works is also the source of portable water 
for Chafe, Kotorkoshi and all other towns and villages 
between Gus au and Chafe wh ich - aTe not more than 500 
metres away from main road. 

It is pertinent to hi ghlight that the Sokoto State 
Go-v;e rninent intends to Extend water supply ,to Maru via 
Furfuri, Nahuche and' Bungudu. 
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O th er s; 

T he re main ing water sc he me s si t ua ted at · T alat a 
Ma far a , Kaura Namo d a , Marad un , Anka , Tambuwal , 
Gwadabawa, Yabo .and Shinkafi are based on Underground 
Water Sources with an elevated reservoir and a netowrk of 
d istributions lines. Water production under each of these 
schemes is inadequate . Therefore, Government intends to 
increase the ir capac ity by provid ing more undergro und 
water point - with complete accessories to each of the 
towns. Below is a table sh owi ng the D aily producti on 
capacity of each scheme: 

S/No. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

1 1 

aim 

Name of 
Water Scheme 

Sokoto 

Gusau 

Kaura Namoda 

Talata mafara 

Shinkaf i 

Anka 

Gummi 

Gwadai.Ja wa 

Tam bu wa l 

Yabo 

Ma radun 

In stalled 
capacity m3(M GD) 

186,000( 41 MGD) 

58,500( 15MGD) 

3, 178(.7MGD) 

2,724(0.6MGD) 

1,090(0.24MGD) 

~72 (0.192MGD) 

Produc tio n 
capacity m3(MGD) 

111 ,230(24 .5MGD) 

22,500(5MGD) 

2,250(.5MGD) 

1 ,362(0.30MGD) 

545(0.12MGD) 

490(0.1 08MGD) 

872(0.192MGD) 490(0.108MGD) 

IS 72(0.192i\1GD) 190(0.1 08MGD) 

872(0.192MGD) 490(0.1 08MGD) 

654(0.144MGD) 327(0.072MGD) 

908(0.20MGD) 726(0.16MGD) 

SOKOTO STATE HOUSING CORPORATION 

The Corporation was established in 1976 with the 
of increasing the availability of dwelling houses for 
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acquiSitiOn by members of the public in Sokoto State. 
Broadly speaking, the co"rporation undertakes the 
following fu nctions. 

Undertaking the .construction and management of 
Housing Estates in the State . 

Provision of Housing Estates for rental or purchase 
by members of the public. 

Provision of Housing Estates for Owner Occupier 
Scheme . 

·Mobilizing fund!> for the purpose of granting 
Housing Loans to citizens of Sokoto State - through 
the newly introduced Primary Mortgage Institution. 

Professional Consultancy Services are al so offered 
by the Corporation in the fields of Architecture, 
Civil engineering, Electrical Engineering and 
Quantity surveying. These include feasibility studies 
on projects to be executed, drawing and designing 
of projects, estimation and cost of projects, as well 
as supervision. 

Achievements: 

Since . inception, the Corporation has recorded the 
following achievements, viz: 

Construction of II~ 

At the State Capital, the Corporation built the 
following estates:-

Gwiwa Low Cost: 500 houses 
36 No. 1 B/Room 
400 N(} 2 B/R.oom 
64 No. 3 B/Room 

Ex-Parliamentary Quarters: 

80 houses 
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·Arkilla E~tate: 

54 no. 2 B/Room 
26 No. 3 B/Room 

249 houses 
118 No. 2 B/Room 
118 No. 3 B/Room 
3 No. Proto-type 3 B/Room 

At the Local Government level, the corporation 
started by constructing 24 Nos. each at the Headquarters of 
some Local Government Councils between 1979/80 as 
follows: 

S1NQ... Local GoYernment 2/Bed room 3 Bedroom 

1 Boding a 12 12 
2 Bunza 12 12 
3 B/Kebbi 16 12 
4 Bagudo 12 12 
5 Anka 12 12 
6 Ar g ungu 12 12 
7 Yauri 12 12 
8 Jega 12 plus 4 SSQ 12 
9 Zurmi 12 12 
10 Yabo 12 12 
1 I Gummi . 12 12 
12 Talata mafara 12 12 
13 Gusau 16 20 
14 K/Namoda 12 12 
15 I sa 12 12 
16 Wurno 12 12 
17 Gwadabawa 12 12 
18 Silame 12 12 
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The 
Counci l to 
pro blems. 

houses 
Assist 

were sold to the Local Government 
in alleviatin g their accommodation 

In 1980, when 13 new Local Government Councils 
were created , the Corporation bu ilt the following number 
of units in the Headquarters of the new Local 

Governments. 

s.iliQ... Local Government Ullii[QQDL. 3 Bedroom 

1. Kangiwa 8 38 

2 Dange 8 8 

3 Gada 8 8 

4 Gande 8 8 

5 Koko 8 8 

6 Kware 8 8 

7 Tambuwal 8 8 

8 Maradun 8 8 

9· Rabah 8 8 

10 Ribah 8 8 

11 S/Birni 8 8 

12 Tsafe 8 8 

13 Zurmi 8 8 

The corporation has the following houses in Kaduna: 

c ) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Houses at Kaduna 

No. 1 Imam Road 

No. 4 Dikko Road 

No. 9 Furfore Road 

No. 7 A, B,C and D Gwadabe Road (Duplexes) 

No. 9A and B Gwadabe Road (Duplexes) 
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6 No. 10 Mu'azu Lamido Road, Mando 

7 No. 11 Mu'azu Lamido road, Mando 

8 No. 1 Shehu Lamido Avenue 

9 No 10. Emir Road 

On-Lending Scheme 

In 1982, the Corporation obtained a N4 mill ion loan 
from the Federal Mortgage Bank of Nigeria, Lagos and 
granted it to about 135 people. All the beneficiaQes built 
houses with the money loaned to them all over the state. 
With the new Housing Policy, ·the Corporation will soon 
introduce the Primary Mortgage Institution to cater for 
future Housing Loans. 

Owner Occupier Scheme: 

The Corporation has just. re-introduced the Owner 
Occupier Scheme to the tenan ts of Gwiwa Estate. In 
addition, proposal is on to · extend this gesture to other 
tenants in Sokoto Metropolis this year. This i.s in a bid to. 
assist the civil servants and other members of the public to 
own houses of their own in line with Government's 
intention of housing the people l>y the year 2,000 AD. The_ 
State Government has recently assigned the 166 No. 2 
Bedroom houses. constructed at Nasarawa Estate for di rect 
sale to members of the puQlic. Each house will be sold for 
N94,000.00 repayable within 22 years. 

Consulta ncy Services: 

The Corporation has been offering profess ional 
consultancy services to both Government and private 
organ.lsat ion in · the State. Specifically , the L ocal 
Government Councils are the. mlijOr beneficiaries of these 
types of services. The Corporation has assisted~ the Local 
Governments to carry out feasibil ity reports, design ing, 
estimation and supervision of their newly constructed 
Secretariats/Market places. Notable among them are the 
Gada Secretariat, Yabo & Dandin Mahe Market.s , Kangiwa 
market, S/Bimi and K/Namoda Markets . 
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Future Plans: 

Despite the importance of housing to mankind, it is 
the sector most evidently hard hit in the last decade or so. 
This is due to .the downward trend in the nation's economy 
and the substantial dependence of our building industry 
on imported materials. To evert this trend , the 
Corporations is soon to carry out research into the locally 
available bui lding materials in the State , and has already 
introduced new but simple building plans such as the on
going Low Cost Houses at Arkilla Estate, and the prototype 

· design of the Federal Housing Authority. They are simple designs and cost effective. 
The Corporation has· similarly 

purchased two (2) Stabilized Laterite Block Making 
Machines from the Nigerian Building and Road Research 
Institute (NIBRRI) and · wilt" put them into use as soon as the 
appropriate laterite is identified. The selected laterite will 
be mixed with between 3-4% cement as Stabilizer to make 
the . bricks stronger. It is the Corporation's intention to 
introduce these stablized blocks into its future 
constructions. By so doing, dependence on cement which 
is very costly these days will be drastically reduced to the 
barest ml.ninium. 
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MINISTRY OF FINANCE AND ECONOMIC PLANNING 

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 

The Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning is the Government 
Agency taking charge of all financial aspects of the State. It is responsible for 
the fo rmu lat ion of financia l policie s for the State Governme nt , 
advisingGovernment on all f inancial matters, including taxes and taxat ion, 
investment ,loans and grants, preparation of the arnual and supplementary 
budgest including subvention'Or grants to parastatals as well as,mot;~itoring and 
controlling operation of the annual budget to ensure compliance with approved 
budgetary allocations by ministries and parastatals. The Ministry is equally 
responsible for procP.ssing of contract and tender documents and issuance and 
renewal of registration certificates. 

For effective implementation of it's activities and in complian ce with the 

Civil Service Reform, the Ministry now operates through four main departments 

i.e. Personnel Management, Treasury, Finance and Supplies and Planning, 

Research and Statistics. Allied Boards and Department set up to cover 

particular responsibilities and complement the duties of ,the Ministry, .are the 

State Tenders Board, Board of Internal Revenue, Stores Control Unit and the 

Permanent Board of Survey. 

Since the inception of the present .aCfministration, various measures 

were adopted with a view to improving the activities of the Ministry in order to 

place the State on a sound fina ncial footing. This is in pne w ith the 

administration's belief-that the capacity of any Government to discharge its basic 

responsibility to the ~eople depends largely on it's financial position. In pt:rsuit of 

this objective, the government has inten9itied it's rev.enu e ·generation efforts, 

. through the Board of Internal Revenue. Since the Board began it's operation as 

the the Central authority for the collection of the bulk of locally generated 

revenue, singnificant improvement had been recorded. 

Payment of Contractual Liabilities 

On the payment of outstanding liabilities, rented accomodation .and 
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1ssages, a significant improvement has been recorded in recent times. 

miarly, efforts are being made to settle verified contractual liabilities. 

With the successful off-setting of ·these debt loan, the Government will 

l free to devote funds in the execution of Capital Projects such that all on-going 

ojects are assured of adequate funding. 

ternal Loans 

These consist of loans received from time to time from the Federal 

:>Vernment and Commercial Banks. 

On the other hand, the State Government has continued to provide 

trious loans to it ·s Staff under both tradition and new incentive schemes. 

lese loans include rousing loan, car/motocycle refurbising loan, furniture loan 

::. Recently, the sum of N1 million was granted as loans to civil servants in the 

:~te to enable them purchase equity shares. Loans were also given to state 

trastatals to enable them smooth and hitch free operation. 

Indeed, Sokoto State like many other States in the Federation is 

adually reducing it's over-dependence on the Federation account in meeting 

; financial obligation. This is in view of the prevailing economic realities of the 

untry. Thus, the present administration in the State is vigorously pursuing the 

·al of a well-sustained self reliant economy. In realisation of this goal, greater 

:ention is given to tight control on all Government expenditure with a view to 

minating wastes and other malpractices in the utilisation of public resources. 

Similiarly, efforts are being intensified on revenue generation at both 

ate and Local Government level. The Board of Internal Revenue as the 

ntral authority for the collection of the bulk of locally generated revenue, has 

roduced various measures to strengthen it's revenue generation machinery 

ough manpower development and more efficient tax administration. 

So far, the .improvement recorded on the position of the economy is 
1hly impressive. 
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MINISTRY OF HEALTH 

In line· with the State Government's objective for the realisation of the 

Federal Government's programme of "H ealth for all by the year 2000", 

considerable efforts are being made for the provision of health services to all 

areas of the state, particularly rural communities. To this end, the Sokoto Health 

Project, a World Bank assisted Parastatal under the Ministry of Health, will 

provide access to modern Health services to some 700,000 inhabitants by 

rehabilitating and up grading 120 deteriorated rural dispensaries. The project is 

also expected to renovate abou t two hundred and thre e (203) of such 

dispensaries located in various parts of the State within its life-span, that is by 

the end of this year (December, 1992). 

• Already, the State Government has established four General Hospitals, 

J 
one Specialist Hospital, one Women and Children 'Clinic and one Leprosarium 

with a total bed capacity of nine hundred and sixty (960). This is in addition to 

the Federal Government owned Usman Dan Fodio University Teaching Hospital 

commissioned by President Ibrahim Babangida in November 1989. The State 

Government recently awarded a N170 mil{ion contract for the construction of 

Murtala Mohammed Specialist Hospital located near the School of Nursing in 

Sokoto. Work has already commenced in earnest on1he project site. 

Similarly, under the National Health Policy, the State Government has 

established nine (9) Rural Health Centres, 15 Primary Health Centres, 25 Basic 

Health services Clinics, 3 Maternal C;l.nd Child Care Centres and 6 Health Offices 

for the delivery of Primary Health Care Services throughout the State. ·Tnese 

centres, with a total bed capacity of 480 have since been handed over to the 

Local Governments. In order to broaden the base of Health Care. :'and ensure 

greater access, the State Governmen t, through the Ministry of Health is 

encouraging Local Governments ahd communities not only to unpgrade the 

existin·g First Aid Boxes to Community Health Stations, but also to establish 

new ones. As a clear testimony to the priority status accorded the Health Sector 

by this Adiministration, approval has been given to upgrade · 6 of the existing 

Primary Health Centres to General Hospitals. 
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A Cross Section of women on Immunisation day 

As part of the efforts by the State Government to boost Maternal and 

:h.ild Healtil Care, the Ministry has continued to play an important role in the 

·aining of Traditional Birth Attendants from the rural areas in Modern Health 

~are Programmes. These Birth Attendants conduct deliveries at home and refer 

.erious cases to the hospitals and health centres. The training of these 

tttendants is intended to supplement the efforts of the health sector in the under

;erved rural areas. Another programme that has engaged· the attention of the 

>tate Government is the Women in Health Development Programe which is part 

tf the Primary Health Care activities being promoted by the World Health 

)rganizatlon (WHO) and the International Labour Organization. The programme 

~mphasizes the need for improvement of the status of women and their chiidren · 

>Y improving their living conditions. In Sokoto State, the programme has two 

>articipating towns - Yabo and Kanoma. Approval has however been given for 

:he extension of the programme to all the Local Governments in the State, while 

a Mobile Clinic has been purchased to support the programme. These 

measures, it is hoped, will help to drastically reduce maternal and infant mortality · 

in our communities. 

Another area where the State Government focused special attention is 

the Expanded Programme on Immunisation. The programme was initiated eight 
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years back 1984) with a modest start of 24 Immunisat ion Centre s. It is 

however gratifying to note that today, the programme has recorded tremendous 

success with 1 ,500 immunisation centres spread across the length and breadth 

of the 29 Local Government Areas of the State. The programme is manned by 

29 EPI Managers and nearly 3,000 trained vaccinators and voluntary workers 

while each of the older Local Governments has a fu ll pledged Cold Sto re 

capable of storing vaccines for a period of three months. Each has been 

provided with adequate cold storatge facilities and back up system of a 7.5 KVA 

generator. With regards to the new l ocal Government, UNICEF. has recently 

donated a vehicle to Bukkuyum Local Government and one generator along with 

vaccine storage facilities to each of them. 

To ensure that no room is left for failure of the programme, over 40 

vehicles, 80 motor-cycles and 4,448 bicycles were distributed to the Local 

Government Areas to effect proper and complete coverage of all communities 

during the immunisation exercise. This measure has greatly helped in improving 

the performance of the programme and is reflected in percentage coverage of 

immunised children and pregnant mothers which has risen from 48% in 1986 to 

over 90% this year. The recent decision to include Cerebro-Spinal Maningitis 

(CSM) and Yellow Fever Immunisation in the EPI is expected to bring 

encouraging results. With an initial seed stock of N1 million to State 

Government and N1 00,000 for each Local Government from the Federal 

Government as take-off grant, the Drug Revolving Fund Scheme has continued 

to receive the full backing of the State Government to ensure its success. To 

this end, the present administration has voted a total sum of N20 million tor the 

purchase of drugs and dressings this fiscal year. 

On its part, the School of Nursing and Midwifery has cont inued to 

produce the much needed qualified man-power for our Hospi~als in the State. 

Plans are in the pipeline to grant the School Autonomy as a Parastatal of the 

Ministry of Health to enhance greater efficiency in the running of the Institution. 

In the meantime, proposal has been forwarded for the estab!ishemen! o1 a 

school of Health Technology in the State to provide the much level manpower in 
the Health Sector for the State. 

49 



A Cross Section of student Nurses in a class 

IINISTRY OF EDUCATION 

The Ministry of Education is the arm of. Government charged with the 

~ sporis i bility of over seeing the overall educational development in the State. 

mong other things, it is expected to transform the state from its educationally 

isadvantaged position to a stage where it can compare favourably with other 

ducationally developed states . It is also expected to provide qualitat ive 

ducation in Science and Technical -subjects, with a view to increasing the 

umber of qualified Science and Technical candidates for the Universities and 

tiler institutions of higher learning; and to increase and maintain the trad!tional, 

1oral and Islamic Foundations of the people of the state. In short, the State 

Hnistry of Education is fully responsible for all aspects of education at Primary, 

iecondary and Tertiary levels. 

Currently, the Sokoto State Ministry of Education has the following 

loards and Parastatals: 

1 The Science and Technical Education Board 

2 Agency for Adult Education 
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3 Islamic and Non-formal Education Bureau 

4 Teaching Service Board 

5 State Scholarships Board 

· 6 Sokoto State Polytechnic 

7 State College of Arts and Science, Sokoto 

8 College of Education, Sokoto 

9 Nomadic Education Unit 

Through these Boards, Agencies and Parastatals, Government pol icies 

and educational programmes are being implemented and vigorously pursued. 

As declared by Governor Yahaya Abdulkarim when he took over the 

mantle of the State leadership on 2nd January, 1992, -the state governmen t has 

re-ordered its priorities in order to achieve its desired objectives - especially in 

the are a of education . Sokoto State, be ing one of the ed ucationally 

disadvantaqged states in the country needs to pu ll all resources together to 
make a break-through in this important area. 

Towards this end, some radical changes, which are in line with our 

·curtu ral norms and religious up-iiringing have been introduced. This way, !!le 

state will produce students that are not only intellectually sound, but also morally 

upr ight . Also , Government has introduced far-reaching changes in the 

educational system in order to make it more functional and qualitative. The 
school curicula was reviewed 

to incorporate Islamic and moral content, with a view to motivate parents to send 

their wards to school and at the same time, encourage students to learn. 
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Primary School Pupils during a lesson 

In pursuance of these policies, instructional materials and necessary 

~ aching aids have been procured and distributed to schools. Also, qualified 

aff have been recruited and 'lslamiyya' schools have been assisted with a view 

ensuring that they offer similar subjects with conventional primary schools. 

·aining and re-training of teachers ha~e been intensified and, in another bOld 

ove, WAEC Examination fees for post primary schools have been waived . . In 

fdition to this, Government had directed that all on-going projects under this 

1b-sector should be vigorously pursued. 

' ·'l 
~ 

In another dijvelopment, efforts are being made to improve student 

ake in primary and post primary institutions in the state, as well as providing 

~m the necessary infrastructures. 

Another area that received a boost, is the schools transport system. 

·fore this administration took the mantle of power, the schools transport system 

d almost grounded. Thus, new buses have been purchased while others have 

en re-activated. Also, the Ministry of Hea~h has been directed to ensure 

1stant supply of drugs to schools through the Ministry of Education. 

At the moment , the Ministry ot Edl.lc2tion has embarked on an 
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enlightenment campaign aimed at educating parents on the need to send their 

children to school. 

In order to meet the manpower requirements of the state, the Ministry 

has sponsored 20 students to study Medicine in overseas countries. This, no 

doubt will go a long way in solving the drastic shortage o f Doctors to man our 

hospitals. The Government has indicated that this will be a continuous exercise 

until such a time that the state could boast of adequate manpower. 

Also, as part of the Government's package for educational development 

in the state, the establishment of an Islamic and Non-formal Education Bureau, 

a Teaching Service Board, and a new Sokoto State Polytechnic have just ben 

concluded and these three parastatals will take-up in due course. 

Department of Information, .and Culture 

The Department of Information, and Cu~ure can be rightly 
described as the Government's mouth-p iece. It is the megaphone of the 
Government of the day, charged with the responsibility of disseminating 
info rm ation on the activities of the Government to the general public and 
advising the Government on how best to pass its policies and programmes to the 
people. The Department and its agencies constitute one of the strongest forces 
in forstering national consciousness, national unity, and cu~ural awareness. The 
Department is also responsible for the collection and preservation of Historical 
and Archaeological findings and materials , as well as taking care of all 
monuments and Historical sites in the State. 

It is in line with tllese functions that the Department has been organic:ed 
as follows:-

(a) Department of Information; 

(b) Department of History; 

(c) Department of Personnel Management; 

(d) Department of Finance and Supplies; 

(e) Department of Planning, Research and Statistics. 
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The Departm8nt also has four parastatals under its wing, v iz: Rima 
jio, Hotels Management and Tourism Board , the State Newspaper 
poration and the History Bureau. 

>lie Enlightenment and Information M~nagement 

The annual financial allocations provided by Government for both 
ment and capital costs enables the Department to be in the forefront in 
ing Government policies and pr6gramme · to the p·eople. Although these 
ievements cannot be quantified in absolute terms, their impact can be better 
essed and appreciated in the light of the general positive conduct of the 
pie towards Government policies, programmes and activities, particularly the 
easing demands and appeals for specific services provided by (iiJovernment. 

Through both print and electronic media, and thu use of local artistry, the 
artment has actively participated in mobilising the people of the State on 
:1ral Government programmes, such as tile Transition to Civil Rule 
1ramme, EPI and ORT campaigns, Nomadic Education, Adult Education, 
nen Education, Agricultural campaign, sale of shares, Trade and Tourism 
etc. 

The Department has also succeeded in developing the useful idea of 
g video documentation for use in public enlightenment instead of the 
)ersome film processing method which entails foreign exchange and long 
1d of time before results are obtained. Documentary films produced through 
method are on Industrial potentialities, TouriSITI, Nomadic Education and 
lr Life for Rural Women programme. Also at the moment, a Documentary 
>n Sokoto State is being prepared, arid will be ready very soon. 

notion of Culture and Preservation CJf Historical Materials 

The Department has continued to preserve Historical · and Cultural 
rials. The State History Bureau complex has been furnished andeqt_Jipped 
3 highest standard. The complex facilitates the preservation, collection, and 
mentation of historical materials and archaeological finds. It also takes care 
:torieal sites and monuments, archival and library materials to ensure proper 
lrvation of our outstanding culture, technological and historical legacies. 
, the History Bureau complex, with its enviable museum establishements 
ld the State has today succeeded in attracting visitors and !chGiars from all 
; of life- from both wiihin arld outside this country. 

,AI~o. the Maigero Theatre , a one thousand a~dience capacity open Air 
t with~ a Stage, an office and two changing rooms, has been renovated to 
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standarcl. This facility, located in the State capital, provides the people of the 
State with a standard theatre for all categories of cultural productions. It also 
compliments the role of the Kangiwa Square in the hosting of Gommand 
performances and other official functions. Its garden area also provides a 
source of relaxation to members of the general public, especially youth . 

Rfma Radio & Newspaper Industry 

Rima Radio, the Sokoto State Broadcasting Corporation has continued 
to receive Government attention. Work on its Booster station at Gusau and the 
FM Radio in the State capital are· nearing completion. This will enable fhe 
management of Rima Radio to concentrate in their vital role of educating, 
entertaining and positively mobilising the public along Government policfes:ahd 

programmes. 

Also, work on the State Newspaper Industry has been completed, and 

production has already started. 

Gov. Yahaya Abdulkarim launching the PATH 

Re-organization of the Department 

At the moment, the Department is being re-organised in order to make it 
more effective. Towards this end, a council for Arts and Culture and a 
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seum preservation Board are being planned. Thus, arrangements are almost 
npleted to establish two museums, one in Gusau and one at Sabon Bimi. 
en established, the museums will cover the. histories of Zamfara and Gobir 
lple. This is in addition to the Department for Archives - which wi ll take 
Hge of Government and Arewa Hote ls has been revi ewed , so that 
vernment will now generate revenue from t~ese investments, which, for three 
trs, had escaped Government carpers . This major achievement alone has 
reased the financial stand of the Hotels management Board which is now 
ud of this development. Similarly, Government has now given, the printing 
partment a free hand to operate. 

There are also plans to purchase more public enlightenment vans and 
Jipments, and to open and equip new Information centres in some local 
vernments. Also plans are underway to establish model TV viewing centres 
that Government programmes could be relayed in areas where Television has 
reached. 

As explained earlier, it is important to re-emphasize that since this 
partment mainly rende rs soc ial services by nature of its functions, its 
1ievments cannot be quantified in specific terms. It is however apparent, 
ng by the pre~..:nt public awareness and posijive CQntribution by the people 
1ards the success of Government programmes and activities, that the 
partment has made some appreciable impact in its operations as it has 
:ceeded in winning the goodwill of the majority of the people for Government 
·grammes. While the Ministry is not the sole promoter of these programmes, 
information outfits and its public Relations expertise ar~;J utilized in co-
3rat ion with other media · o·rganisations to enlighten the general public on 
se programmes. The Transition to Civil Rule programme is also receiving 
~ctive attention of the Department. 

par tmeni to.r Social Development, Youth and Sports 

Although the history of Social services in the State dates back to pre
ependence dperiod and the enactment of the Social Development Decree of 
74 , major land marks in the history of social services occured in January 1987. 
a bold and major re-organisation. of Ministries init iated by the then Sokoto 
tte Military Government, the Ministry of Information,. Social Development, 
uth, Sport and Culture, was split into two - giving birth to the Ministry of 
)rmation and Culture, and the Ministry of Social Development, Youth and 
::>rts. 

And in line with the Civ il Service Reforms of President Ibrahim 
bangida, the Research, Planning and Statistics Department was created in 
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Janduary i 989, bringing the total number of department within the Ministry to 
five. 

Social Welfare Services 

Today, the riation and the world are to rn apart by tension, grief and 
hatred . Many ties that binds society together are broken. Consequently, 
problems of social insecurity arise and the need to address this problems 
becomes more decisive. 

Through the Social Welfare Department , the Sokoto State Government 
was able to achieve considerable degree of success in the area of social welfare 
services. Towards this end, the department implements its policies through the 
following agencies:-

1. Area Social Welfare Office, - Sokoto and Gusau 

2. Remand Home - Sokoto and Gusau 

3. Approved School - Bungudu 

4. Rehabilitation Centre for 
the disabled - Sokoto 

5. The Kware Mental Home - Kware 

6. Orphanage Home - Sokoto 

7. Medical Social Work Unit - Sokoto 

8. School Social Work Unij - Sokoto 

Rehabilitation Centre for the Disabled 

This Centre, situated in Sokoto is a Federal Government assisted 
project. It was built at the cost of N3, 126,085.00 out of which N 1.96 million was 
from the Federal Government. 

Opened in April1985, the Centre has a capacity of training 100 disabled 
persons in addition to another 100 who work in the production wing. Its primary 
catchment areas are Niger, Kwara, Sokoto and Kebbi States. The Centre trains 
blind persons in footmats, carnats and carpets while -the deaf and cripple are 
trained in Tailoring and leather work. 

57 



The financing for training and procurement of materials for the Workshop 
done by the State Government, but augmented with quarterly subvention of 

:>,000 from the Federal Government. .Since its establishment, it has trained 
td discharged 180 disabled persons, providing them with a trade and materials. 

1e Kware Mental Home 

The Kware Mental Home built ~nd equipped at the cost of N3,000.00, is 
brain-child of the then State Military Governor, Cnl. Ahmad Muhammad Daku. 
started operations on 17th January 1988 in orde r to cater for the vagrant 
natics ·roaming the streets. It is divided into two units:- Social We Hare and 
edical, and has a capacity for 250 inmates and treats over 3,000 pati~ts and 
Jt patients. 

So far, 183 inmates have been successfully treated and discharged. 
1d, based on their chojc~ of profession, the Government provided them with 
ols and material worth N50,000.00. These inmates have since been re
tegrated into society while most of them have taken to self employment. 

In order to forestall further mental retardation, an atter-care-and
acement unit has bee'l established in order to monitor and assess all 
scharged inmates trainees or fostered children. Also, a Vocational Workshop 
1s been built where different trades, namely - Tailoring, Carpentry and Mason 
·e taught to inmates. And, plans are underway to· start Woodwork at the 
alambaina Rehabilitation Centre for the disabled. So far, the Kware Mental 
orne is the first of its kind in the history of the State. 

A tailoring class in one of the rehabilitation centres 
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Youth Development 

Towards the realisation of the Federal Govedrnment' s policy of irwolving 
and mobilising youths for national development and se lf reliance, youth offices 
have been established in all the Local Government Areas, with youth officers 

manning them- administratively. In addition to this, each Local Government has 
an elected Youth Council drawn from Youth Clubs to cater for policy matters 
affecting youth . 

Youth Self-employment Scheme, youth Holiday Camping, Children and 
Youth Day Celedbration , Citizensh ip and Leadership Training; and Youth 
Exchange Visits are some of the programmes being pursuE\_d in orde to achieve 
complete Youth Orientation and Mobilisation. Also, self help projects worth 
N63,789.00 have been executed by Youth Clubs ~ n !he first quarter of this year 
alone. 

Within this year, the Youth Department intends to conduct Students 
Leaclers Seminar for post primary schools. The seminar is aimed at promoting 
principles of leadership to our prefects and students towards peaceful co
existence. 

Also, a mu"ltipurpose Youth Centre is to be established at Kotorkoshi. 
Already, a site has been acquired , and it is hoped that when this centre is 
constructed, it will serve for both training and camping. 

SPORTS 

In order to ensure a virile, physically fit and mentally alert citizenry , the 
government has continued to give Sports the necessary patronage it deserves. 
Necessary equipments have been purchased, while talented sportmen and 
women have ueen encouraged. Facilities loGa.ted at various stadi2 rot;nd the 
State were up-graded. The Gingiya Memorail Stadium was renovate.d and five 
standard play fields were constructed, 

The Sokoto State Sports Council which is the sole body responsible for 
sports in the State has been actively championing sporting activities in order to 
ensure excellence and professionalism. It has continued to organise and sponsor 
several sorting events in football, atheltics, basket-ball, handball, etc. - winning 
medals and rare records for the State. 

At the 7th National Sports Festival held in Port Harcourt in 1988, the 
Stata contingents won six Gold, four Silver and four Bronze Medals. Also, 
Nigeria's representative at the 5th African Badminton held in Lagos in May, 
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~9. was from Sokoto State. He won a Godl Medal. Still, the player who 
.resented the State at the World Junior Weight Lifting Championship held in 
JOslavia won three Silver Medals and was placed on the 4th position. 

The State contingents also recorded honours for the State at t11e 
ernational scene , when they repre sentated Nigeria at the World Youth 
ampionship in Sweden in June 1989 and won. This feat was repeated in July, 
39 in Denmark, and our boys still won. 

At the Under 18 Inter State Athletic Competition held in Kano, the State 
ntingents won 14 Gold, 36 Silver and 26 Bronze Medals. Another record was 
hieved at the 1st NNPC Weight-lifting (;ompetition held in Lagos in February 
92 where the State won 5 Gold, 6 silver and 3 Bronze Medals. The National 
l()rts Commission also gave N1 0,000.00 cash prize to the State contingent for 
rticipating at the Commonwealth Games. thus, given ·more equipment and 
ance, the State Sports Council would stand bold, unimpeachable and firm in 
orting event worldwide. 

THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRIES 

The Ministry of Commerce, Industry and Cooperative as the name 
1plies, is the Government organ in charge of Industrial Planning and 
~velopment of Commerce in the State . It ensures complete execution of 
::>Vernment policies as well as supervise the profit-oriented government owned 
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companies and parastatals and also organises and contro l cooperatives. 

For the effective execution of its duties the Ministry is organized into four 
divisions, viz: Industrial, commercial, Small-scale industries and Cooperatives. , 
Through these divisions, Industrial Policy Matters, Industrial Development 
Plans, Promotion and Development of Industrial Projects are achieved, 

Also, in realisation of the State's backwardness in industrial ization, the 
present administ ration has taken adequate steps to over the situation, by 
accelerating the pace of industrial development in the State with a view of 
achieving economic diversif ication and increase employment opportunities, 
individual income, and the self-sustained growth of the state economy as a 
whole . 

To achieve these set objectives, the Sokoto State Government has 
continued to provide faci lities and incentives that are conducive to investment in 
the manufacturing sector" of the economy. It also intends to overhaul the 
industrial dispersal not only to avoid over concentration of industries in one area 
of the state, but also to promote a balanced development, particularly in the rural 
areas. Government also plans to set up indl,strual zones in each of the 29 local 
government areas in order to introduce to them modern industrial culture and at 
the same time aid the exploitation of the vast resources. 

Thus, in pursuanc e of the industrialisation drive of the State 
Government, relevant Government agencies have made tremendous efforts in 
order to see that both foreign and indigenous enterpreneurs are encouraged to 
invest in the industrial development of the state . the Sokoto 'state Investment 
Company, which shall be discussed later, has been the major regu lator of this 
sector. This ag ency had floated and reactivated several companies and would 
be seen later. 

The C.C.N.N. one of the leading cement companies in the country. 
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The Cement Company of Northern Nigeria (CCNN) Limited - popularly 
1own as the Sokoto Cement Company, The Sokoto Soft Drinks Factory 
mited, Gusau Oil Mill, Zarnfara Textile Limited, Gusau Sweet Factory Limited, 
erraco (Aimunium Roofing sheets) Cotton ginnery at Gusau and Mayanchi, 
ice Mill Factory (Haske Rice), the Ammani Paper Industry, and the Sokoto 
iscuits Factory are the major industrial undertakings in the state, in most cases, 
ith partial , and sometimes full government participation and/or support 

Local and small scale industries also abound in the state . Designed 
othes and other kind of womPn goods (e.g. mats and hats) ,are ~he major trade 
' Sokoto people. This Local trade is making a big come-back in the market 
~cause people cannot always afford new clothes/attires due to the economic 
unch. Also, Sokoto is one of the major producer of different kinds of leather 
orl<s. lnfa ct, historians :-tave now confinned that the famous 'Morrocan leather' 
the Trans Sahara Trade era were definitely leather products· from Sokoto 

tate. Of recent, Sokoto State had been one of the major supplier of leather for 
e world market. 

The privatisation and commercialization section of the Ministry of 
ommerce also assist in advertsising shares being offered for sale by the 
~deral Government and its various companies. Also, a small scale industry 
edit scheme aimed at providing financial assistance to intending enterpreneur 
being vigorously persuade 

Government is also taking drastic measures in order to stabilise the 
ices of goods and commodities, as well as guard ·against the evils of hoarding 
ld profiteering. Indigenous businessmen are being introduced to both foreign 
1d local companies for appointment as agents. In this regard, over 600 
1mpanies and individuals have been introduced to major companies both within 
1d outside the country. 

Government has noticed the evil activities of noarders and protrteers -
;pecially of petroleum products. Therefore, in order to reduce the perrenial 
10rtages of fuel and ensure a free and continuous availability of petroleum 
oducts in the State, the Government intends to curtail the issuance of licences 
r sale and storage of petroleum produces before they are forwarded to the 
\JPC. Also, the Government has formed a task force committee with the 
imary responsibility of curtailing diversion of petroleum and ensuring the 
·ntinuous flow of it in the State. 

In its promotional trade activities, the Ministry of Commerce mobilises 
e business and private sectors to participate in trade fairs, within the country, 
; well as inter national tourism expo. These events have contributed 
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immensely in giving the indigenous businessmen the much needed exposure 
among the national and international business. 

On 14th October 1988, the fi rst joint domestic trade fa ir between 
Sokoto, Kwara and Niger States took off successfully. The fair was organized by 
the State Government in collaboration with the Sokoto State Chamber of 
Commerce. "!though domestic in name, this fair has an internati,onal character, 
considering the tremendous turn-out and participation. Since then , many other 
fairs have been either organised and/or participated in by the State. 

Towards this end, the government has continued to give priority to the 
provision of the facilities and incentives which are conducive to investment·in the 
manufacturing sector of the economy of the State, and it is hoped that by the end 
of this year, commercial and industrial activities in the State will thrive to the 
maximum. 

GAMJI BANK 

The Gamji Bank, which is a tertiary financial institution of the Sokoto 
State Government has been re-organized in order to enahce its efficiency. 
Currently, the bank's· management is being handled by the Continental Merchant 
Bank under a specified management agreement 

SOKOTQ INVESTMENT COMPANY LIMITED 

Sokoto Investment Company Limited (SICL) was 
incorporated as a Private Limited Liability Company in 
1980. The Company started with an ini tial capital of N5 
million, fully paid by the State Government. Ever since, 
the Company has expanded its capital base to about N14 
million. 

Role of SICL: 

SICL is basically a Development Finance Institution, 
wholly owned by the Sokoto and Kebbi State Governments 
at the moment with primary objective of accelerating the 
pace of Industrial Development in the States. 

Key Activities 

Promotion and development of commercially viable 
industrial projects in the State, either alone or in 
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collaboration with interested Loc al and Foreign 
investors; 

Investing in economically viable and socially 
desi rable proj ects on · behalf of .the State Goverment. 

Supervising State Government Inbvestments in 
major sectors of the economy; 

Providing consult ancy services to indigenous 
entrepreneurs with a view to modem business 
approach, particularly in the estab lishment of 
industries. 

Research into matters of industri al development , 
monetary and economic policies. 

S cope of Inves tments 

The scope of investment is p resently limited to 
manufacturing. agro-allied sectors of the economy and 
finance services. Projects should be technically feasible 
under existing conditions of availability of raw materials, 
modern machi nery and equipment, essential servic es, 
management, personnel and labour force. Projec ts · sho uld 
be commercially viable, that is capable of making 
satisfac tory profits, service debt obligations, build-up 
reserves and pay reasonable dividends . Projects must also 
be eco nomic ally desirable by showing promi se of. raising 
living st andards, providing emp loyment , conserving 
foreing exchange and gener<~ ll y stirn.ulate the economy 
toward.; a vibranl growth . 

In vestm ent Policies and Strategies 

SICL's participation in any project i ·s determined by 
the following policies:-

a ) Priori ty Industries: 

Industries that source their raw material inputs 
loc ally; 

64 

......._ 

b ) 

Industries that may process in pu ts wi th hi gh 
export potenti als; 

Agro -allied and food industri es ; 

Fol\ ;1dries , eng ineering and metal industries; 

An investmen t th at could be cons idered strategic in 
the development of the State . eco nomy in particular 
and the Nat ional economy in general. 

Legal Status of Pro jects 

SICL would invest only in limited li ability 
companies. 

c) Equity Parti c ipat ion 
SICL's equity investments . in any project is usually 

· between 10-40% of client's company's paid . up share 
capital. Promoters contribut ion to any project should not 
be less than 30% of the total cost of the project. In no 
circumstance will assistance be given, unless SICL is 
satisfied that the promoters have the means to ·contribute 
the ir counterpart funds 

d) Loans and Advances 

SICL assists clients and project companies for a fee 
in the syndication of long term. loan and credit finance 
needed for complete project · financing from both National 
and continen ial Deve lopment Finl!nce. Institutions . 

e) Location of Projects : 

Priority is given to projects located in Sokoto and 
Kebbi . States •. bu t the company cou ld consider p rojects 
located in other parts of the country. 

f) Pro ject Su pervision: 

To en sure effec tive superv is ion of investment 
portfolio!l the following are required: -
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Periodic reports on operation/performance of 
projects must be sent to SICL. 

SICL reserves the right to have representation on 
the Board of Directors as a means of monitoring the 
efficient· management of client company. 

Staff of SICL wi ll visit the project periodically to 

discuss problems and prospec ts. 

g) Investment Criteria 

Projects seeking SICL partiCipation are examined in 
the light of several factors, notably:-

Commercial, financial, technical and economic 
viability of projects; 

Prospect of a reasonable return on investment 
above cost of capital. 

Foreign exchange savings; 

Local . raw material sourcing; 

Creation linkage (backward and/or forward) with 
existing projects. 

Employment generation and improvement in labour 
management skills. 

Methods of contract 

Potentials project promoters or interested investors 
;hould contact SICL ddirectly either in writing· or in 
>erson. It is preferable that contact is made initially with 
>reliminary data/study so that SICL could offer useful 
tdvice. Promoters could save substantial funds and time 
vhich have been spent on studying non-viable projects. A 

etailed project proposal / feasibility study should be 
ndertaken by the promoters and a report submitted to 
ICL to enable apprai sal commence. In some cases, SICL 
an u11dertake or assist in preparation of feasibility study 
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on behalf of promoters for a fee. 

It is essenti al that promote-rs, whi le applying for 
SICL's participation, secure suitable land for the project 
and submit (along with other documents) a registered Title 
Deed or Certificate of Occupancy, or both. 

The Appraisal Process 

The appraisal process is un dertaken by staff of the 
Project Division and this commences upon submission of 
details mentioned above. It is usually entails visits · to sites, 
verification of informat ion, etc. All aspects <;>f the 
projectare studied, analysed in details, taking into account 
SICL investment criteria . If the project is considered 
viable recommendation is made to the Board of Directors, 
.and if it sanctioned participation a formal letter is sent to 
the promoters. Participation in any project is subject to 
Board's approval. 

List of Project Documents Required for Appraisal 

Formal application; 

Memorandum and Article of Association and 
Certificate of Incorporation 
Feasibility Study/Report 
Site and building plan, and ptle of deed of land; 
Quotation for machinery and equipment; 
A write-up on proposed technical partners, if any, 
Audited accounts for the last three yr.ars in case of 
expansion cf existing project. 

Relationship with other Institutions 

SICL is an active member of . Association of Nigerian 
Development Finance Institutions, and also a Council 
Member of the Nigeria Stock Exchange, Kaduna Branch. It 
has a good relationship with sister Development finance 
Institutions acorss the country, commercial, merchant and 
developm ent banks, stock exchange and International 
Finance organizations. SICL wiH assist client companies 
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benefit from some facilit: es offe red by such organisations . 

Sirrr ila rly, by virtuq of government's 
ownership/shareholding in SICL several advantages 
accrue to client companies by way of. assistance on matters 
requiring regulatory approvals and land acquisition. 

The company has floated seven companies since its 
inception in 1980, viz:-

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

Sokoto Foam Factory 
Sokoto Ilmi Industries 
Sokoto Bakeries 
Gusau Bakeries 
B/Kebbi Bakeries 
Sokoto synthetic Marble wares Ltd 
Tamba Livestock Enterprises 

Project Promotions 

The following projects are currently 
promoted by SICL during the 1992 budget year; 

Leasing Agency; 
Concrete Poles Project 
Insurance Project 
Gypsum fibre project 
Children's wear an'd thread project 
Fishery development 

being 

1) 
2) 
3) 
4) 
5) 
6) 
7) Who is Who in Local Governments of Sokoto and' 

Kcbbi States Directory 
8) Soap manufacturing plant 

Reactivation of Projects 

In a bid to pursue the industrial development of the 
~tate with vigour, SICL has been reviewing certain 
tbandoned projects for reactivation. 

Talata Mafara Bricks Project 
Sokoto synthetic Marble wares 
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Equ ity P articipation 

The Company this year hopes to participate in other 
companies by subscribing . for shares in both indigenous 
and privatised companies by the TCPC committee. Among 
the indigenous companies fo r equity participation are: 

1 ) AL-MEDIX Pharmaceutical Company based in Sokoto; 

2) JAO Paper Industries, which is a joint co-operation 
project between Kwara, Niger, Sokoto, Kogi and 
Kebbi States. 

3) Other privati sed companies, etc. 

Pursuits of Local Government Industrialization 

ICL being the Agent of the State Government in 
charge of industrial development and seeing the apathy . of 
such development in our rural areas, has decided to re
orient its efforts towards seeing that all Local Government 
Areas of the State are incorporated into a master plan for 
the purpose of floating small to medium or cottage 
industries in their localities. 

Right now, SICL has despatched letters to various 
local government areas intimating them to the issue. 
However, only a handful of them had shown some 
interests. 

SIC.L will make fellow-ups on th ose local 
government areas. 

As a result of which SICL will probably conduct a 
workshop or seminar on the importance of industrial 
development avenues of securing possible assistance for 
such capital projects for the Local Government personnel 
before the year runs out. 

TOURISM POTENTIALS 

Most of the Tourist attractions of Sokoto State, like its 
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tti~: to rical background ro tates around the remn ants. ol 
Sol oto Caliphate. · Throug'hout ·West Africa , and infact the 

world, Sokoto is . considered as a centre of Islamic cu lture, 
history and tradition; as well as a centre fo r great Islamic 
sch olars. However, in recen t years , modern and 
contemporary tou rism potentials have been dev eloped. 

The Sokoto State History Bureau located in Sokoto, 
has a rich collection of histori cal arti fac ts of the Sokoto 
caliphate and other earlier empires of Zamfara and Gobi r. 
Researchers can al so find adequate research m ateri al in 
the archives of the library sections of the Bureau. also the 
Sokoto Museum located opposite the Federal prisons ·has a 
rich collection of historical and cultural artifac ts. 

In order to boost to uri sm , the Sokoto Sta~e 
Government had made considerable investment for the 
prov ision of decent hotel accommodation of international 
standard'; such as the 5-star Giginya Hotel, Shukura Hotel 
and the tourism Board has been reorganized in order to 
ensu re efficiency. The State Government ·has also 
earmarked areas in the State with tourism potentials; and it 
is hoped that by the time they are developed, Sokoto State, 
li ke most of its counterparts, will have abundant 
attrac t ions . 

' 

The 5-Star Giginya Hotel in Sokoto 
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Also, many s ites of historical and re ligious values v:hici1 
may be of in terest to tourists abou nd in the State. These 
sites consi st s of places of histo rical in terests, graves and 
graveyards, and museums, e tc. Below are some of them: -

a) Pla ces of His torical I n teres t 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

Giginya: The present s.be hu Kang iwa Sq uare m 
Sokoto, was the s ite o f the battle between the Briti sh 
troops and forces of Sokoto, led by Sultan Attahiru I, 
on 15th march 1903. This area was formerly an 
open space out-side the ·city wall and on the 
northern side, there used to be palm-tree 
a GIGINY A TREE: Today taking their names from 
this historical place, we have the gig inya Hotel 
Giginya Secretariat, Giginya A rmy Barracks, 
Giginya Stadium and the giginya Teacher's College. 

Tabkin Kwatto : Site of the famous battle between 
the Jihad forces and Gobir troops in June 1804. On 
the way to Gudu there is a narrow path between 
two hills, on one of which Abdullahi Dan Fodio and 
Muhammadu bello spied on the enemy troops. 

Alwasa: Site of another battle between the jihad 
forces on the one hand and the combined forces of 
Gobir1 Kebbi and Tuareg on the other. The battle 
was fought in 1807. 

Yondol.o: An ancien t site 
former Kingdom of Katsina. 
to the present settlement Of 
way to Cliafe. 

of Islamic scholars in the 
The Site is located close 
'Yandor.ton Daji' on the 

S atiru : Scene of major rebell ion against the 
British and Sokoto Authorit ies in 1906. It is located 
between Dange and Danchadi. 

Alkalawa: The Ancient city of the Gobirawa 
Kin gdom during the 2nd half of the eighteenth 
cen tu ry . 

. 
Tabkin Kanu: Located at Alka lawa. During the 
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reign of Bawa Jan Gwarzo, ·heads of executed 
criminals were rem oved from the body and dropped 
into the water. 

M ar no n a: Site of the compound of the maternal 
rel ations of Shehu Usman Dan Fodio. This is located 
few kilometres away from Sokoto along Illela Road. 

Birtzin Dan Ba kara : One of the oldest pagan 
s ettle ments. 

0 Birn in Kadaye: A new settlement where the 
inhabi tants of Alkalaw! migrated to. The open ing 
of the towr. was perfonned by sultan Bello. 

'1 } ata : An ancient settlement of Zamfara, located 
along the hills . There is a large cave, around which 
awesome traditions and practices were perfonn ed. 

'2 

'3 

' 4 

' 5 

I ) 

K uya mbana : Located in ~ansadau District of Anka 
Local Government. It is one of the earliest 
settlements of Katsina. 

G un g u: Associated wi th Muhammadu Kanta it is 
located along the river bank opposite Surame. 

S u ra m e : The site of the capital of the famous 
ruler of Kebbi, Muhammad Kanta. It is located 
some kilometres away from Binji. 

K iyawa: This is an area between rocks in kaura 
Namoda Local Government Aretl . It is regarded as 
one of the oldest settlements to have come under 
the kingdom of Zamfara. 

Graves and Grave Yards 

Hubb a re:. Located at Sokoto town near the 
Masalacin Shehu (S hehu's mosque), formerly the 
house of Shehu Usman Dan Fodio, the Hubbare now 
contains the t9JI1bS · of Shehu and his companions. 
It has been i major touri st/religious ·attraction 
for peop-le f~om within and outside the country who . . 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

flock the place in order to seek 'Baraka' (Spiri tual 
b le ss ing). 

Hubbaren shehu: There lies the tombs of Shehu and Some of his companions. 

Degel: Degel is a village located west of Wurno. 
There lies the graves of Muhammadu Fodio (Shehu's 
father) and others . 

Hubbaren Muham madu Bello: Located at Wurno 
there lies the grave of Muhammadu Bello . 

Bawa }an Gwarzo: A famous eighteenth centu ry 
ruler of the kingdom of gobir. The grave yard is at 
A!kalawa. 

Mu ham madu Tukur: a very no table scholar and 
prominent Sufi in Zamfara he was a student of 
Shehu Usman Dan FOdio and a member of the Jihad 
movement. His grave is located at Matusgi - a village 
about two kilometres away from ~al a t a mafara. 

Abubakar B . M ustaf a: A famou r scholar and 
historian in the Sokoto Caliphate. His grave, and 
that of his mother, Hadiza - Shehu's daughter is 
locaied at Silame, in Gwadabawa Local Government. 
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Mallam Jabbo: His grave is at Goronyo. Mall am 
Jabbo had always featured in local traditions as a 
great Islamic scholar who preceeded Shehu Usman 
Dan Fodio. 

Mallam Abdulkadir: A notable scholar and 
supporter of the Jiha.d Movement. He was killed m 
1836. His grave is located at a place ncar Anka. 

Namo da's Tomb: Namoda was a notable supporter 
of the Ji had movement in Zamfara. His grave lies 
in Kaura Namoda. Jnfact, the town was named after 
him . 

Tlte Hubbaren Abdu/lahi Fodio, is now located 
at Gwandu in Kebbi State. There lies the grave of 
Abdullahi fodio, the Shehu's · brother and one of the 
prominent Jih.adis t. 

~PARTMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS AND 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

Following the abolishment of the Ministry of Local 
vernment by the Federal Government in October, 1988, 

Departm ent of Local Government Affairs was 
tblished under the Office of the Deputy governor. This 
owed a Federal Government directive aimed at giving 
h Local Government its autonomy. Thus, the function 
the Department is only supervisory and advisory . 

Prior to the creation of Kebbi State from the former 
oto State in 1991, additional Local Governments were 
Hcd in 1989, which raised the number of Local 
ernments in the then Sokoto State to 37 from 19. 
1ever, when Kebbi State was created in J 991, 26 Local 
crnments fell within the geographical area covered by 
£resent Sokoto State. In September, 1991, three new 

.rwnal Local Governmen ts were created, bringing the 
her of Local Governments in the state to 29. 
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The Dep artment of Local 
re ferred to as Directo rat e of 
Community Devel opment, has six 
each headed by a Di rector. 

Govern ment, som c:i·nc 
Local Governm ent and 
operational depart men ts. 

Upon receipt of any compl aml or petition from the 
public, or the public complain ts Comm ission against a 
Local Government or its functionaries the Department 
may appoin t a com mittee or · in the alt ernative, ass ign a 
seni or official from the Department to investi,gatc ~L\<'. h 

complaint or petition and report immediately. 

i) Planning, Research and Statis tics 

This Department guides Lucal Governments during 
preparation of their development plans, Annual Budget as 
well as supplementary estimates when the need arised. It 
also supervises capital development projects and takes care 
of statistical data collection, collection and storage; and 
makes collective procurement of receipts and licenc es for 
the Local Governments. furthe rmore, the department 
recommends the issuance of loans to interested Local 
G overnments for .the execution of economically viable 
p rojects . 

toc:J~I Government Communitv D:llelo!)lmerfl ~n Progress. 
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i ) Personnel Managem ent 

The Peisonnel management takes care of general 
1dministration of the whole Department. Employment, 
:>romotion, Training and Discipline of staff are among its 
-csponsibilities. Other functions of the department 
nclude maintenance and contro l of vehicles, office 
urniture, equipmen t and machinery. It also handle s 
ssucs relating to office ac commodation, districts and 
'illages. 

i i ) Finance and Supply 

This de partment is responsible for rece ipt and 
lisburse ment of funds with in the depart ment. It also 
naintains financial records and books of accounts . The 
lcpartment also maintains shares and store records. 

v Q Lo cal Government Matters 

This division is responsible for organising 
cm inars, workshops and conferences for the development 
.C senio:- and middle level man-power of t!le Local 
,overnmcnts. It also up-dates Local Government laws, 
q;dations, rul es and bye -laws and oversee Primary 
ealth care and Primary Education . 

Mo nitor ing · and Inspection 

This division inspects and gives advice on all aspec ts 
f Local Governments' activities . It ensures that existing 
ules and regulations and implementat ion gu idelines 
nthe app lication of Civil Service Reforms ·as well as 
ederal circulars are effectively adhered to . To thi s effect, 
Jur fun ctional zonal offices loca ted a t Sokoto, Gusau, 
'alata Mafara and Gwadabawa were established. Each zone 

headed by a zonal Inspector, assisted by resident 
1spectors attached to each Local Government Area. 

With the help of the Zon al Inspectors, a 
1anagement Audit Panel will be conducted quarterly, with 

view to inspect projects executed by Local governments 
nd offer meaningful advice on. how best adequate control 
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co uld be ex cis ed over the rec eipt, custody and 
disbursement of public funds . Thi s way, transactions are 
properly accounted _ for and docum e nts concernmg 
finan cial transactions are produced for inspection . 

JUSTICE 

The Sokoto State Mini st ry of Justice has the director 
of P ub lic Prosec utio n (D.P.P.) who is in charge of 
prosecuting cases on behalf of the State Government, both 
in Civil and Cri minal matters. There is also the Legal 
Drafts man who drafts contractu al agreements on behalf 
of the State Government. 

The Mini st ry also advises the State Government on 
all leva) matters . The At tqrne y-Gencral and commissioner 
for Justice, who is also the Soli ci tor/Director-General of 
the Ministry, is the Chief Executive who directs its affairs . 

THE DPEARTMENT OF WOMEN AFFAIRS 

With the recognition and 
Federal Government attaches to 
National Development , the Sokoto 
the Department of Women Affairs 
Governor's Office, in March 1988. 

consideration that the 
the role of '!\'Omen in 
State GQvernment Set-up 
under the then Military 

In 1991, the Department, which had hitherto existed 
as an intergral part of the Governor's Office was elevated 
to a full par~!Statai position as "SLate Commission for 
Women" - under the National Women Commis sion . 
following this. elevation, a lot of structural and operation 
changes had taken place. 

Better Life for Women Programme 

Si nce the establishm ent of this programm e , ru ral 
women all over the state have been fully mobilised. Over 
600 women cooperatives in various fields hav e been 
formed . Out of this number, 400, have full registration, 
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while the remain ing 200 are in the process of being 
registered. All these cooperatives have not been provided 
with credit facilities to .enable ~hem boost their choosen 
trades. They have also been provided with farm inputs and 
implements to enable them embark on agricultural 
development. 

In order to make women participate fully in the 
agricultural sector, 36 Bett~r Life farms were established. 
these farms are scattered in all the 29 Local Government 
Areas, with additional ones in Bakura, Binji, Wurno and 
Mafara . also a Groundnut Oil Processing and Extracting 
Centre at Yan Go riba in sokoto and a smoked fish 
processing centre have been established for the benefit of 
the rural women. 

Constraints and Future Plans 

The Commission has identified several constraints 
that hinder the rural women's development. Ignorance of 
civil and legal rights, scarce and unsuitable mode of 
transportation, and inadequacy of essential amenities 
among others have been identified. 

However, the commission has set the proper 
machinery for o_vercoming these constraints - _by the time 
its multi-purpose centre in, the State Capital starts 
operation . the centre, comprising of a mini-clinic, day 
care , literacy classes, · local · craft shop, home economics, 
guidance and counselling unit and nursery unit, etc, is the 
key answer to the Commi~sion's needs for cstablish; r.g a 
viable enlightenment and mobilisation centres. 
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