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IR TRGDUCTION

Sokoto State is one of the largest States of Nigeria, and @ major centre
of Islamic learning and jurisprudence. It started as one of the 12 States of
Nigeria created in 1967 by the then Federal Military Governmunt.

Later, in February 1976 {o be precise, along with Niger State, Sokcto
State was carved out of the former North Western State, with Sokclo as its
capital. The history of Sokoto as a Stale of its own started from this day.

Still, in August, 1991, following the creation of more States by the
Federal Government under the stewardship of President lbrahim Babangida,
Sckoto State was further split into two - thus creating the geographical entity now
known as Kebbi State, from the former Sokoto State.

Despite this geographical split, Sokoto State is still one of ihe largest
states in the Federation in terms of land mass, since it covers an area of
approximately 56,000 square kilometres, with a popuiation of over four million
people. The State occupies an area on the extreme North and longitudes 39
and 99 East where it now shares border with Niger Republic on the nerth, Kebbi
State on the south, Katsina State on the East.

The State falls on the boundary between semi-arid region and the sahel
savannah. The buik of rain falls between April and September in the North, but it
often extends from May to October in other parts; with the mean annuat rairffalt
lying between 500mm in the North and 1,300mm in the South. The climate
generally, is characterized by two extremes of temperau}re - HOT and COLD
seasons relative to its tropical position. Highest temperature during the hot-
season is experienced in the months of March/April. The harrnatian period,
which falls belween November and February, is characterized by very cold
temperatures and dust-laden winds oftan accomranied by thick [og of alarming
intensily. This is the period wihen the whole State is engulped by harmatta
winds.

The lopography of the State is dominated by rolling peneplain which
rises {oint an elevation of 300 metres in the north-west to an average of 450
meires in the South-West. The State is divided by two distinct relief features, the
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Sokoto plains in the norhern part and the vast Fadama lowland *rsversed by

wide and extensive ficod plains of Sokoto river system in‘the west

o Sokgto State is belssed with abundant potentials for agricultural
activities. Virtually, its soil is extremely fertile especially in areas of ‘high yield

potentials such as the Fadama.

EMERGENCE OF SOKOTO STATE: A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

The relative importance of Sokoto to the history of Nigeria is due largely

to it's rich historical background in relation o the caliphate, an empire based on

the teachings of the Holy Qur'an and sunna, founded by the great Fulani leader
Shehu Usmtan Dan Fodio. ,

Ertrance to the Suitan Palace, Sokoto: the contemporary seat of the ‘Saz%in Mustimi’
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" Sukan Muherimady Rello, shehu's sor the second Sultan ¢
Sokoto, built Sokoto which then, was a very simait setiloment before the adiver.
of Bello. It has since then been the seat of the "Sarxin Musulmi”

Whenrn Bello died in 1835, Sokolo had growr bigger, and gradually, .
Leeame the centre of Islamic Schoiarship for the whiclc of West Africa as well .
the headquarters of Sokolc/Fulani empire.

‘tie reign of the Sokoto/Fulani emplic continued on the norther -
srirgies ondil the arrival of the British irto (he toriiony  After batties with th
Hritish, most of the norther: cimirates were ceonauered, and or Sunday 156
march, 1903, the battle oi Gokoto took place. Hcw »ver, reatising that Islam war
ihe established political order, the british allowed ™ o prevail.

Following the conquest of what later came 1o be known as Nigeria by th=
British, the Sokoto Caliphale was balkanised into nrevinces mostly made up of
the previous emirates which later became Northcrn region within the framewoik
of three, and later four regional federal structure.

'n 1967, the four regional structure of the Federation was divided into 12
states structure, with Sokoto and Niger province merged together to form the
then North Western State. Again in 1976, another federal structure, this time
made up of nineteen States, was evolved. The former Niger province was
excised from Sokoto and laier formed a State of its own. Again, in 1991, = ~kofo
State was further split into two - thereby creating the present Kebbi State.

SOKOTO STATE TODAY

Sokofo State, as it is today, comprises of 29 Local Governments: they

are:
L.ocal Governmentis Chairman

1 Anka Ainaji Sarajo Moh'd Salihu

2 Bakure L'h. Mirazu Bakura

3 R £ Kabing Usman

4 Runoudu £ Sani Doki Bungudu



Local Governmenis Chairman
5 Bodinga Alh. Moh'd Bello Yusuf
6 Bukkuyurn* Alh. Sahabi Aliyu
7 Dange Shuni Alh. Abubakar Kakale Shuni
8 Gada Alh. Tanimu Dan Galadima
9 Gpronyo Alh. Isa Ya'u Mai Alewa
10 Gummi Alh. Aliyu A. Garba Gummi
11 Gusau - Alh. Musa Abub»kr Gusay
12 Gwadabawa Bashir A. Gigane
13 fella Alh. Yusuf Musa
14 Isa Alh. Bashir Usman Shinkafi
15 Kaura Namoda - Alh. Tijjani Yahaya
16 Kware Alk. Malami maigandi
17 Maradun- Alh. Yahaya Chado
18 Rabah Alh. Abubakar Y. Yartsakkuwa
19 S/Birni Alh. Sirajo Marafa
20 Silame Alh Usman Garba Katami
21 Sokoto Alh. Yusuf Usman Basakkwace
22 R T/Mafara - Alh. Aliyu Mohammed
23 Tambuwal Alh. Mai'akwai Magaji Sala
24 Tangaza Alh. Shehu Dalhatu Tangaza
25 Tsafe Alh. Hamza Adamu
26 Wammako Alh. Nasiru Garba Kalambaina
27 Wurno Alh. Mu'azu S/Sudan
28 - Yabo Alh. Aminu tbrahim Gusau
29 Zurmi Alh. Usamatu A. Moh'd

T THE PEGPLE

lSokoto Staie, like most oiher States in the Federation, has adverse
ethnic composition and cultural heritage. Hausas are the first major ethnic group
in the State,

The second g wre the Fulani. Majority of them are normadic while
some are town Fulani. Rui the fulani of Sokoio are mostly town Fulani among
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them are the oo .o of Toronkawa'. Sult . = aad oremawa’ The
" Tosonkawas ' are (i cdstocratic and noble clrss Giber cthiic groups found in
ine State are the Gobirawa. and Zabarmawa. Trere are also a sizeable number

of ethnic groups such as Yorubas. Ibos. Nupe, Barebari, etc.

Majority of the population in Sokoto live in the rural arcas. To Lo
precisn, over 70 percent of the people ve m settlements which have fers than
5.000 inhabitants. Although it is extremely difficult to characterise the
phenomencn of migrad-o. it can be safuly state it the groving iowns such as
Sokoto, ussu. Talata Mafara, Sabon Biri, cid Hlela have attracted large
number of immice1nts from rural areas in cearch of non-agriculturat ey foynicnt

The aftraction of these cities has been enhanced by the concentration of
both public services and private industrial ventures.

Two reiigious festivals, the 'Sallah Karama' (Ed-EI Fitir) and 'Sallah
Babba' (Ed-E! Kabir) arc the two major cultural/religious attractions celebrated
annually; the former at the end of the Ramadan fasting, while the latter during
which rams and other recommended animals are sacrificed, is usually celebrated
lwo months and nine or ten days after the 'Karamar Sallah' - depending on the
day the moon is sighted. During these occasions, a semi dubar is held at the
palace of His Eminence, the Sultan of Sokoto. Also, exchange of visits and
gifts among friends and relatives thrives most during these celebrations.

ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES AND NATURAL POTENTIALITIES

As stated earlier, agriculture is the main occupation of the majority of the
people of Sokoto State. To be precise, over 80% of the population arc cngaged
in one form of agricfture or another, producing mainly Millet, Guineacorn,
Maize, Rice, Potatoes, Cassava and Beans, as food crops, while wheat,
groundnuts, cotton and tobacco are cuitivated as cash crops  Apart from
agriculture, local handeraft  such as blacksmithing, dyeing, weaving, carving and
leather work play an important role in the economic life of the peopie in the
State.

Since the inception of the preseni civilian  acministration i the Stote,
efforis have been geared towards socio-ecenoinic transformation and stability of

5



the Stale. Inorder to achieve this lawusl  ubjective, the present auministratiorn!
has taken cognisance of some of the .revailing challenges and problems of
development in the State and devised ways of eradicating them. These
problems and challenges are. among others, scarcity of funds, large population
and large geographical area; environmental ecological and other hazards;
disadvantageous educational position and very weak industrial base.

Apail from its immense human and mineral resources, Sokoto State is
equally bicssed with abundant Agro-Fconomic potentialities, duc to its
geographical focation. Virually the soils of its entire land surfece is extremely
fertile especi. !y in areas ot high yicld potentials such as Fadama lands.

Agro-allied raw materials avaitable in the State include Cotton,
Groundnut, Sorghum, Maize, Rice, Wheat, Sugarcane, Cassava, Potatoes,
Spices, Yam and Tobacco. Others are hides and skin, milk, meat, fish, gum
Arabic and Bagaruwa.

Also, the State can boast of mineral resources such as Gold, Clay,
Kaolin, Gypsum, Salt, Marble, Legnite, Fesiper and Limestone. Similarly, there
exist vast potentials for the development of giant irrigation schemes that could
facilitate a boost in agricultural activities in the State. Among those already
developed are: Goronyo, Bakalori, Kalmalo and Wammako lrrigation Schemes:

In the same vein, the grassland vegetation of the savannah provides
good habitation for a variety of both wild and domestic animals such as cattle,
sheep, goats, camel, donkeys, elc. Presently, Sokoto has a livestock population
of about eight (8) million, which makes it second only to Borno State in livestock
production throughout the country. '

Thus, the availability of these vast potentials provides good investment
opportunities, pericularly in Agro-based industric, such as flour processing,
wheat handling, tomato processing, sugar refining, textile, glue, plant and
tannery. Large scale animal husbandry and dairy farming are also other natural
potentials available in the State.

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE ~HND ADMINISTRATE N

From February, 1976 when Sokoto became a State, it has had eight
Governors. both military and civilians combined. The ninth being ihe present
Executive Civilian Governor, mallam Yahaya Abdulkarim.

The Office of the State Governor is the Government's Administrative
fulcrum, the centre of all decision making. These deci?io:n-.. .re usually
chanelled thiough the highest policy making bedy of the State, 1.e. the Stéte
{-xyccutive Council, headed by the incu . nuent Executive Govemﬁ r, Maliam
Yahaya Apdulkarim . He is assisted by the Deputy Q.overrwor, AR Ahm.?.d
Muhammad Gusau. The Sokoto State Executive Councilis madu up as follows:

1. Mallam Yahaya Abdulkarim Governor, Sokoto State

2. Alh. Ahmad Muhammad Gusau - Deputy Governoi, S6rclo State

3. Alh. Tambari Madawaki - Secretary to the State Government

4. Alh. Abubakar Shehu Wurno Commissoner of Agriculture

5. Alh. Abdullahi Moh'd Kiryu - Commissioner of Works and
Transport

6. Alh. Musa Ibrahim Sokoto - Commissioner of Finance

7. Alh. Abubakar Shehu Tambuwal - Commissioner of Education

8. Alh. Sant Salhu Anka - Commissioner of Health

9. Alh. Ahmed Urnar B/Magaji Commissioner of Comimerce &

Industry
10. Alh. Sa'adu Haruna Gobir Special Assistait,
‘formation, and
Culiure.






i - naed &b State and National levels. S ior,
the Copanment has made remart. . achicvements in the transformation of the
lives of women folk in Sokoto State.

=Nd Goacipate in various trade i

Similarly, Government has been making efforts to improve the weifare of
staff in its civil service by providing them with various incentives such as
housing, car, motorcycle and bicycle refurbishing loans which have been
disbursed to various categories of civil servants. The new civil service reforms
have a%ocdy been implemented [ the State in accordance with the Federal
Government guidelines. In the sz vein, the State Government has continued
to supplement Federal Guvernment's effort to solve the unemployment problem
in the Stote, by providing financial and material assistance to the Nationa!
Directorate of Employment.

In general, the present administration has grasped the problems of the
State, and had accordingly evolved appropriate blue-prints for development and
betterment of the life of the inhabitants. this is being achieved through the
combined activities of Government Ministries and Parastatals, which shall be
discussed in detail here under.

POLITICAL TRANSITION PROGRAMME

The Sokoto State Government, under the able leadership of Governor
Yahaya Abdulkarim, attaches great imporiance to the successful execution of
the Federal Government's Transition to Civil Rule Programme. That is why
immediately after his success at the polls, Governor Yahaya  Abdulkarim, in
compliance with a Federal Government directive, formed a Political Transition
Committee, headed by the Deputy Governor of Sokoto State, Alhaji Ahmad

Muhammad Gusau. This Committec has worked tirelessly Towards ensuring that
people are »dncated and mobilised in all asperts of the Transition Programme
right from its inception. Tarough its various sub-committees, the Political
Transition Committee embarked upon a massive enlightenment
campaign in order to ensure- that cven people at the grass root level are
adequately informed and mobilised towards understanding, and participating in
{he programime.
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Memuers of the sub-commiftee of the progranima havv often embarkeo
on a campaign tour of the Local Governmerits and Districts in tiigState. In order
to show the importance that the State Government attaches to the programme,
the State Governor his Excellency, Mallam Yahaya Abdulkarirn had personalty
graced the tour sometimes. Also, jingles, Radio and Television shows, drama
presentations, etc. have been employed through the electronic media in order to
boost Ihe publicity campaign of the programme, in addition to the efforts being
made by the Directorate of Information through the use of Public Address
Vehicles.

At the Local level, a sub-committee made up of a Chairman and officials
of the Local Government, Districts, Villages and Ward Heads, Electoral officers
and security and social mobilization officers have been formed. This Committee
ensures that the modalities and importance of the Transition Precgramme are
properly grasped.

The Programme has received maximum support from community and
traditional leagers and all other agencies, and so far, the excicise has been
successiul.

SOKOTO STATE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

Under the democratic system, separation of powers is mandatory. Thus,
the three arms of Government, i.e. the Executive, the Legislature and the
Judiciary exist as a collective government machinery, with each exercising its
constitutional rights.

While the State Governor, Mallam Yahaya Abdulkarim presides over the
Executive ainn {through an already existing Government Machineiy), the
Legislature consists of several meimcers, representing all sections of the State.
These representatives were elected into the House of Assembly., which is
charged with the sole responsibility of administering ihe demaocratic process
within the Legisiative circle. At the moment, the Sokolo State House of Assembly
has the following Principal officers.






fertilizer distribution was formed at both State and Local Government levels.

The Committee consists of high ranking government
officials, security men, traditional rulers and farmers representatives. This way,
activities of dubious middle men are curved and the fertilizer reaches the farmers
easily. In this regard, 60,000 metric tonnes of fertilizer were distributed to
farmers during the 1992 cropping season alone. In order to show the
imporiance that the Government attaches to it,the faunching of the 1992 sale of
fertilizer was conducted by the State Governor, His Excellency, Mallam Yahaya
Abdukarim at Tambuwal

PEST CONTROL

In order to curtail the menace of pests, pesticides worth N300,000 have
been purchased for sale to farmers at subsidized rates. Also 40,000 improved
seedlings have been raised for sale to interested fruit growers in the State. In
addition to this, storage facilities have been increased to overcome their storage.

SALE OF GRAINS TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC

Following the global economic crunch which has also affected this
country, prices of food items have increased by almost 100%. Government is
poised to address this problem.

To this end, it recently distributed assorted grains for sale in the State at
subsidised prices. The Federal Government has also augmented this
effort by giving its own contribution of assorted grains to all states of the
federation. These grains have been duly sold to people at subsidized
rates and this has helped greatly in cushioning the eftects of the global

gconomic crunch.
WHEAT PRODUCTION

Wheat and cotton production have continued to receive

government attention over the years. Wheat production is currently
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being promoted at the Bakolori, Wammakko, Kalinale . lura and
Goronyo Irigation Sites and several incentives are being pl.roed in order

to encourage farmers to engage in the production of this important crop.

Wheat farm at one of the irrigation sites in the state.
LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION

As mentioned earlier, Sokoto State is only second to Borno in
the area of livestock production, in the whole country. Thus, the State
Government gives this sector the necessary attention it deserves.
Adequate grazing lands have been demarcated for the Fulani herdsmen,
and the perennial quarrels and squabbles between farmers and the
Fulani herdsmen had been greatly reduced. Also, effective control apd
eradicaticn of animal diseases is being vigorously pursued; in addition to
the artificial insemination facilities provided at Sokoto and Talata Mafara
centres. Poultry production is also receiving due attention, and pians are
underway to reactivate and equip the hatcheries at Sokoto and Talata
Mafara which have a combined capacity of producing over 10,000 day
old chicks per week. Also the Feedmill in sokoto will be tully utilised.
This way, eggs and several tonnes of broiler meat will be produced.

ANIMAL HEALTH
The animal Health section is cl:arged with the controt of livestock
killer diseases through vaccination ¢i aiivnals against various animall
discases on cattle, sheep, goat, dogs.and pouliry.  Thus

veterinary clinics are located in all zones of ihc State.
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Caitle rearing: Sokoto state is one of the major Producers in the country.
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bnover sooevr o evelopment, the 6 mnent  has
carmarked N8 million for the purchase of guy cookers and
kerosine stoves for distnbution to civil servants in the
State this year, as part of ite policy of discouraving the use

of fire wood ax a source of energy.  Towards executing
this policy, the Government has contacted Usman Dan fodio
Thiiversity and the Sokoto/Kebbi States  Polviechnic

Finergy Rescarch  Centres with  a view  of  finding  an
alternative  source  of  cnergy.

SOKOYO AGRICULTURAL AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITY (SARDA)

The Sokoto  Agricultural and  Raral  Development
Authority  (SARDA) was cstablished in 1982 as a Parastatal
of the Ministry of Agriculiure, Charged with the sole
responsibility  of  Agricultural and  Rural Development, it
was scheduled to be implemented over a five year period,
and to benclit 670,000 farm familics. Funded by the Federal
Government of Nigeria (FGN), the Sokoto State Government
(SSG) and a loan from the World Bank (WB), SARDA is a
State-wide programme.

Belore the creation of Kebbi State, SARDA consists of
four zoncs, namecly:- [Eastern, Western, Central  and
Northern zones with headquarters at Gusau, Bunza, Gummi
and Wurno respectively.  With the creation ol Kcebbi State,
Western zonce  forms  the nucleus of the Kebbi  State
Agricultural  and Rural Development  Authority, leaving
SARDA with the other threce zones - Eastern, Centrai and
Northern  zoncs.

In addition to iy operstional departments, SARDA
itas a limited  liability  company, The Farmcers Agricultural
Supply Company (FASCO) which shall be discussed in detail
hercunder.

Acehievements in Relavion 0 Targers:

The Apricultned Projccts Monitcring and
Evaluston Unit (APM=TY and the Federal Agricultural Co-




srifinating Unit (FACU)  have  waeoluired SARDA as  a
successful  venture  especially  when  compared to  simifar

projects in the country. In some cases, the project cven
exceeded  ts targets despite its various problems and the
high ratc of inflation - cspecially with regards to  the

current exchange rate of thce naira.

In the arer of Infrastructural Development, 95 Farm
Service Centres and 70 Stores have been constructed  all
over the State. 2339 km of rural [fceder roads have been
constructed as against the target of  1,700km . thus
exceeding the iarsct by 669 km.  Though not included in
the original ;ian, 32 dams have been constructed for rural
communitics in the State, duc to popular demand. 3,566
torcholes as against 1,200 planncd have been sank by
SARDA in order to provide potable drinking water to the
rural  communitics.

Fadama Development:

In the arca of Fadama Development, 6,280 tubewells
have been sunk for farmers in the State - bring about
4,500 hectares of Fadama lands under cultivation. SARDA
also provided farmers and artisans with training in water
management and motorised pumps maintenance. SARDA
also manufactures manual tubewell bailers kits - and scll
same to individual farmers in the State and sister ADPS in
thc country and somc neighbouring countries like, Ghana
and Benin Republic.

Land Use Planning:

In this arca, SARDA las succceeded in planning and
aligning, 2,416 km fceder roads, sighted about 58 dam sites
and tested 1,967 <oil samgples from which soil [fertility was
assesscd, and proper advice given (o farmers.
Agricultural Secrvices:

Among scveral approaches (o Agriculiural services,

SARDA  cemploys iraining  more than apy other. Thus, an
agricultural cxtension programime taown as  lraining  and

“
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Visit  Systemy (170 way emploved. Throush  visits
demonstrations,  fierd  days  and  lectures.  tochnologics
rcceived  from agricultural  rescarch  institutes  are  passed
to the farmers in a way they can understand and  adopt
them.  Also, scveral varnieties of improved sceds have been
procured and sold to farmers.

Lately, a "Women in Agriculture’ Scction was scl up.
Under this arrangement, rural women arc cducated on
Farming  methods, preparing modera, but local dishes and
handerafts, and to  form co-operatives for their mutual
benefits - especially for acquisition of inputs and credit.
A multi-purpose  centre  under this aspect  was  also
commissioned by the First Lady at Kasarawa in 1989,

Manpower Development and Training:

SARDA attaches much importance to training. Thus,
a number of staff have been sent on  (raining from
certificate to post-graduate levels both inside and outside
the country. Its staff arc now professionally cquipped
cspecially in the arca of computer softwarc.  Conscquently,
SARDA succceded in replacing  all expatriate  stalf that
initially manncd the authority with indigenous staff.

Future Programmes:

Two  programmes: "The  National  Agriculiural
Technology Support Project (NATSP)" and the "National
Fadama Dcvelopment Project (NEFDP)" are scheduled to start
this  year (1992) and another two scheduled projecis is
among others, (o re-oricntate and improve the technology
adoption and extension activities and in casc of the NFDP,
to instal 50,000 shallow tubcweil over a period of four
TCArs.

As can be scen, SARDA  has made (remendous
progress, and will continue to do so as long as the
Authority  cxists.
























implemented  through the combined activities of four
departments, namely: Administration, Finance and
Supply, Opcrations and the Workshop. Through these
Departments, trecmendous success has been recorded.

Achievements:

Dcspite the high cost of sparc parts, the SSTA has
continued to maintain its usual routcs, in the inter and

intra-State routcs, viz:

Injcr-State  Routes:

LN

Sokoto to Abuja
Sokoto to B/Kebbi

Intra- Routes:

Sokoto to K/Namoda
Sokoto to Isa

Sokoto t¢ Shinkafi
Sokoto to Tambuwal
Sokoto to Moriki
Sokoto to Gummi’
Sokoto to Gusau
Sokoto to Talata Mafara
Sokoto to D/Daji
Sokoto to lllela

City/Student  Services:
To Arkilla JSS
To Ammy Day Secondary School

To Nana day Sccondary school
To Farfaru

34
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Yaiure Plans

SSTA plans to cover all the ILocal Government
Hcadquarters in the State if morc vchicles arc purchased
by the State Government or provided by the Federal Urban

Mass Transit.
RURAL ELECTRICITY BGARD

into
and

The Sokoto State Rural Electricit. 8Board came
being in 1974 from the defunct Ministity of Waler
Electricity, vide Sokoto Statc Edict No. 4 of 1974.

The activitics of the Board can be broadly
categorized into two viz: Maintenance. and Projects.

Maintenance:

The Board has 13 Electricity Power Stations in the
State. These are located at Gidan Madi, Illcla, Gada, Wurno,
Goronyo, Sabon Birni, Isa/Shinkafi, Kaura Namoda, Talata-
Mafara, Anka, Gummi, Shagari and Yabo.

These are in addition to running a Central Scrvice
Workshop located at Sokoto. The Board provides
maintenance services to these 13 out-stations including

supply of fucl and lubricants for daily gencration.

Projects:

The State's yearly projects for the Elcctrification of

towns and villages are undertaken by -this Board.
El;:ctnfncation projects are either cxccuted through
Direct Labour or through contract.

Direct Labour Projecis:

.The Board, since its inception in 1974 executed the
foHowing 21 Electrification projects through Direct
Labour:
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1 Electrification of Durbawa Town
2 " Gagi Town

3 " Tangaza Town
4 ! Binji Town

5 " Dange Town

5 " Sunnane Town
7 " Gada Town

3 ! Goronyo Town
) " S/Birni Town
1O " Amarawa Town
11 Linking of Bungudu to the National Grid
12 " Damba 8

{3 " Dogon Daji !

{4 " Malisa "

L5 ! Tambuwal "

16 " Wammako "

17  Linking of Mullela -to the National Grid
18 " Bodinga "

19 " Gwadabawa "

20 " T/Mafara !

21 " Maradun "

Contract Projects:

The two following towns were electrified through
sontract:-

Linking of Chafe town to National Grid
Linking of Kotorkoshi town to National Grid’

Waintemance:

The Board is presently having its Isa/Shinkafi
station  up-graded. To this cnd, a contract worth N4.5
nillion has becen awarded for the svpply and installation of
1 16 Cylinder 1280 KVA, Mirrless JVS Generaior io improve
ower supply services to Isa and Shinkafi towns.

Similarly, the Board has forwarded a rcquest for
he provision of 3 new gencrators for Anka, Gidan Madi
ind Illela as supplement- to thc existing aged ones that are
recoming uneconomical to run and maintain, while
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another two are proposed for Silame and Zurmi that arc
neither enjoying National Electric Power authority nor
Rural Electricity Board Scrvices.

On-Going Projects:

The following projects arc currently under
ecxecuiion by the Board through Direct Labour. The
percentage progress of exccution is indicated against cach
project.

1. Linking of Wurno town to National Gride (85%)
2 " Danchadi " (65%)
3 b Dingyadi " (60%)

Within the 1992 financial ycar, the Government

“intends to link 22 towns to the National Grid. The towns

are:

1 Yabo 12 Silame

2 Gummi 13 Bakura
3 Anka 14 Mayanci
4 G/Madi/Binji/Tangaza 15 Moriki
5 Illela 16 Dawran
6 Gada 17 Magami
7 ‘Rabah 18 Sanyinna
8 Goronyo 19 Mada

9 S/Birni 20 Jabo

10 Zurmi 21 Sala

11 Isa 22 Maru

S50KOTO STATE WATER BOARD

- Rec-established in Jaouary 1984, vide Edict No 3 of
1984, ihe Sokoto State Water Boird is responsible for the
planning, construction, opcration and maintecnance of all
Urban, Semi-Urban and Rural watecr Supply Schemes.
However, in 1990, the Ministry of  Water Resources and
Rural- Development was established, and all responsibilitics
of Rural and Scmi-Urban Water Supply was transfered to it.
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Thercfore, Sokoto State Water Board is now
responsibic for thc suppy of portable drinking water to all
the Urban arcas of Sokoto State as follows:

Sokoto . Tambuwal
Gusau . “Yabo
Kaura Namoda Maradun
Talata-Mafara . Shinkafi
Anka . Gwadabawa
Gumiai

Sokote

The Sokoto Water Supply System is solzly dependent
on the ncw extension project which has its source of raw
water from Rima River. The life of this new project is
expected to last up to the year 1997 when the second phase
will take-off and mect the water demand of Sokoto
metropolis up to the year 2010. At the moment, Sokoto
township is supplied with portable water on 24 hour basis.
Also, the Government intends to extend water supply to abject town and villages within a radius

of 35km from Sokoto Metropelis
Gusau

At the moment, the old Gusau Water Works is out of
opcration because of complete failure of the transmission
linc and old age of treatment plant.

Concerned with this development, the Sokoto State
Government awarded a  contraot for the installaiicn of a
new water works which was complcted in March 1991.  The
new water works has a total capacity of 45,000 m3 (10M GD) a
day. Thus Gusau town is now being supplied on 24 hour
basis. The water works is also the source of portable water
for Chafe, Kotorkoshi and all other towns and villages
between Cusau and Chafe which- are not more than 500
metres away from main road.

It is pertinent to highlight that thec Sokoto State
Government intends to Extend water supply to Maru via
Furfuri, Nahuche and" Bungudu.

s e e et T B
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Gthers;

The remaining water schemes situated at  Talata
Mafara, Kaura Namoda, Maradun, Anka, Tambuwal,
Gwadabawa, Yabo and Shinkafi are based on Underground
Water Sources with an elevated rescrvoir and a netowrk of
distributions lines.  Water production under each of these
schemcs is inadequate.  Thercfore, Government intends to
incrcasc their capacity by providing more undcrground
water point - with complete accessories to cach of the
towns. Below is a table showing the Daily production
capacity of cach scheme:

Installed Production
capacity m3(MGD) capacity m3(MGD)

S/No. Name of
Water Scheme

1 Sokoto 186,000(41MGD) 111,230(24.5MGD)
2 Gusan 58,500(15MGD) 22,500(5MGD)

3 Kaura Namoda 3,178(.7MGD) 2,250(.5MGD)

4 Talata mafara 2,724(0.6MGD) 1,362(0.30MGD)
5 Shinkafi 1,090(0.24MGD) 545(0.12MGD)
6 Anka 272(0.192MGD) 490(0.108MGD)
7 Gummi 872(0.192MGD) 490(0.108MGD)
8 Gwadabawa 572(0.192iGD) 190(0.108MUD)
9 Tambuwal 872(0.192MGD) 490(0.10SMGD)
10 Yabo 654(0.144MGD)  327(0.072MGD)

11 Maradun G08(0.20MGD) 726(0.16 MGD)

SOKOTO STATE HOUSING CORPORATION

The Corporalion was cstablished in 1976 with the
aim of increasing the availability of dwelling houses for
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54 no. 2 B/Room

acquisition by mecmbers of the public in Sokoto Statc. . .
Broadly speaking, the corporation undertakes the _ ' 26 No. 3 B/Room
following functions. ‘Arkilla Estate: 249 houses
Undertaking the construciion and management of B Hg Sg' g g//gggg:
Housing Estates in thc Statc. 3 No I;roto-typc 3 B/Room
Provision of Housing Estates for rental or purchase At the Local Government level, the corporation
by members of thc public. started by constructing 24 Nos. cach at the Headquarters of
) some Local Government Councils b
Provision of Housing Estates for Owner Occupier follows: uncils between 1979/80  as
Scheme.

. S/Ng, | Be
"Mobilizing funds for the purpose of granting Local Government  2/Bedroom 3 Bedroom
Housing Loans to citizens of Sokoto State - through

the newly introduced Primary Mortgage Institution, 1 Bodinga 12 12
Professional Consultancy Services are also offered 2 Bunza 12 12
by the Corporation in the fields of Architecture, .
Civil engineering, Electrical Engineering and 3 B/Kebbi 16 12
Quantity surveying. These include feasibility studies 4 Bagudo 12 12
on projects to be executed, drawing and designing 5 Anka 19 1
of projects, estimation and cost of projects, as well
as supervision. 6 Argungu 12 12
7 Yauri
Achievements: aurt 12 12
8 Jega 12 plus 4 SSQ 12
Since inception, the Corporation has recorded the S Zurmi 12 1
following achicvements, viz:
10 Yabo 12 12
Constryction _of Ilguses ' 11 Gummi. 12 12
At the State Capital, the Corporation built the 12 Talata mafara 12 12
following ecstates:- 13 Gusau 16 20
Gwiwa Low Cost: 500 houscs ’ 14 K/Namoda 12 12
36 No. 1 B/Rcom I5 [sa 12 12
400 No 2 B/Room =
64 No. 3 B/Room 16 Wurno 12 12
17 Gwadabawa
Ex-Parliamentary Quarters: ] 12 12
18 Silame 12 12
80 houses
40 41
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t
The houses were sold to the Local Govcrg::;c;r;
Council to Assist in alleviating their accommodat:

problems.

In 1980, when 13 new Local Govcrnmcm Councblli
were created, the Corporation built the following nl;r?(‘zl
of units in the Hecadquarters  of the new luoca

Governments.

S/, L 1 fnmen 2 Bedroom 3 Bedroom
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1. Kangiwa

8
2 Dange 8
3 Gada 8
4 Gande 8
5 Koko 8
6 Kware 8
7 Tambuwal 8
8 Maradun 8
9 Rabah 8
10 Ribah 8
11 S/Birni 8
12 Tsafe 8

8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
13 Zurmi 8 8

~

The corporation has the following houscs in Kaduna:

Houses at Kaduna

No. 1 Imam Road

No. 4 Dikko Road

o. 9 Furfore Road

No. 7A, B,C and D Gwadabe Road (Duplexes)
Mo. 9A and B Gwadabe Road (Duplcxes)

ol
e
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No. 10 Mu'azu Lamidc : ~ad, Mando
No. 11 Mu'azu Lamido road, Mando
No. 1 Shehu Lamide Avenuc

No 10. Emir Road

O X 9 O

On-Lending Scheme

In 1982, the Corporaticn obtained a N4 million loan
from the Federal Mortgage Bank of Nigeria, Lagos and
granted it to -about 135 pcople. Ali the beneficiagies built
houses with the money loaned to them all over the state.
With the new Housing Policy, 'the Corporation will soon

introduce the Primary Mortgage Institution to cater for
future Housing Loans.

Owner Occupier Scheme:

The Corporation has just. re-introduced the  Owner
Occupier Scheme to the tenants of Gwiwa Estate. In
addition, proposal is on to extend this gesture to other
tenants in Sokoto Metropolis this yecar. This is in a bid to.
assist the civil servants and other members of the public to
own houses of their own in line with Government's
intention of housing the people by the year 2,000 AD. The
State Government has recently assigned the 166 No. 2
Bedroom houses constructed at Nasarawa Estate for direct
salc to members of the public. Eachh house wiil be soid for
N94,000.00 repayable within 22 years.

Consultancy  Services:

The Corporation has been offering professional
cousultancy services to both @Government and private

organisation in the State. Spseifically, the Local
Government Councils are the major oceucficiarics ¢l ihese
types of services. 'The Corporation has assisted: the Loecal

Governments to carry out feasibllity réports, designing,
estimation and supervision of their newly coastiucted
Secretariats/Market places.  Noiakle among ithem
Gada Secretariat, Yaboe & Dandin Mahy Markois,
market, S/Bimi and K/Mamoda Rizrkets

ate  the

Vaagiwa
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Future Pla.:.

Despitc the importance of housing to mankind, it is
the sector most evidently hard hit in the last decade or so.
This is due to the downward trend in the nation's economy
and the substantial dependence of our building industry
on imported materials. To evert thjs trend, the
Corporations is soon to carry out research into the locally
availablc building materials in the State, and has already
introduced new but simple building plans such as the on-
going Low Cost Houses at Arkilla Estate, and the prototype
design of the Federal Housing Authority. They are simple designs and cost effective.

The Corporation has similarly
purchased two (2) Stabilized Laterite Block Making
Machines from the Nigerian Building and Road Research
Institute (NIBRRI) and will put them into use as soon as tl}c
appropriate laterite 1is identified.  The' selecteq_laferltc will
be mixed with betwcen 3-4% cement as Stabiliz¢ to make
the bricks stronger. It is the Corporation's intention to
introduce these stablized blocks into its future
constructions. By so doing, dependence on cement which
is very costly these days will be drastically reduced to the
barest minimum.
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MINISTRY OF FINANCE . ND ECONOMIC PLANKNING

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT

The Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning is the Government
Agency taking charge of all financial aspects of the State. It is responsible for
the formulation of financial policies for the State Government,
advisingGovernment on all financial natters, including taxes and taxation,
investment,loans and grants, preparation of the annual and supplementary
budgest including subvention or grants to parastatals as well as, monitoring and
controlling operation of the annual budget to ensure compliance with approved
budgetary allocations by ministries and parastatals. The Ministry is equaily
responsible for processing of contract and tender documents and issuance and
renewal of registration certificates.

For effective implementation of it's activities and in complian ce with the
Civil Service Reform, the Ministry now operates through four —ain depe~*~~nts
i.e. Personnel Management, Treasury, Finance and Suppilies and Planiing,
Research and Statistics. Allied Boards and Department set up to cover
particular responsibilities and complement the duties of the Ministry, .are the
State Tenders Board, Board of Internal Revenue, Stores Control Unit and the
Permanent Board of Survey.

Since the inception of the present administration, various measures
were adopted with a view to improving the activities of the Ministry in order to
place the State on a sound financial footing. This is in line with the
administration's belief-that the capacity of any Government to discharge its basic
responsibility to the people depends largely on it's financial position. In persuit of
this objective, the government has intensified it's revenue generation efforts,
through the Board of Internal Révenue. Since the Board began it's operation as
the the Central authority for the collection of the bulk of locally generated
revenue, sirggnificant improvement Had been recorded.

Payment of Contractual Llabilitles

On the paymient of outstanding liabilities, rented accomodation .and
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(INISTRY OF EDUCATION

The Ministry of Education is the arm of .Government charged with the
1isponsibility of over seeing the overall educational development in the State.
mong other things, it is expected to transform the state from its educationally
isadvantaged position to a stage where it can compare favourébly with other
ducationally developed states. It is also expected to provide qualitative
ducation in Science and Technical-subjects, with a view to increasing the
umber of qualified Science and Technical candidates for the Universities and
ther institutions of higher learning; and (o inicrease and maintain the traditional,
joral and Islamic Foundations of the péople of the state. In short, the State
finistry of Education is fully responsible for all aspedts of education at Primary,

iecondary and Tertiary levels.

Currently, the Sokoto State Ministry of Education has the following
oards and Parastatals:

1 The Science and Technical Education Board

2 Agency for Adult Education

e Y Yl
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3 Islamic and Non-formal Education Burezais
4 Teaching Service Board

5 State Scholarships Board

-G Sokoto State Polytechnic

v State College of Arts and Scierice, Sokotu
8 College of Education, Sokoto

9 Nomadic Education Unit

Through these Boards, Agencies and Parastatals, Government policies
and educational programimes are being implemented and vigorously pursued.

As declared by Governor Yahaya Abdulkarim when he took over the
mantle of the State-leadership on 2nd January, 1992, the state governmen t has
re-ordered its priorities in order to achieve its desired objectives - especially in
the area of education. Sokoto State, being one of the educationally
disadvantagged states in the country needs to pull all resources together to
make 2 hreak-through in this important area.

Towards this end, some radical changes, which are in line with our

‘cwiuial norms and religious up-uringing have been introduced. This way, the

state will produce students that are not only intellectually sound, but also morally
upright.  Also, Government has introduced far-reaching changes in the
educaticnal system in order to make it more functional and qualitative. The
schoo! cuvicula was vaviewad

1o incorporate Islamic and imoral content, with a view io motivate parents to send
their wards to school and #1 ine same time, encourage studente o learn.






e Deparmwerit also has four parasiai= . under its wing, v iz: Rima
iio, Hotels Management and Tourism Board, the State Newspaper
poration and the History Bureau.

lic Enlightenment and Information Management

The annual financial allocations provided by Government for both
srrent and capital costs enables the Department to be in the forefront in
ing Government policies and  prégramme “to the people. Although these
ievements cannot be quaniified in absolute l¢rmis, their impact can be better
essed and appreciated in the light of the general positive conduct of the
ple towards Government policies, programmes and activities, particularly the
sasing demands and appeals for specific services provided by @overnment.

Through both print and electronic media, and the use of local artistry, the
arlment has actively participated in mobilising the people of the State on
aral Government programmes, such as thie Transition to Civil Rule
ramme, EPI and ORT campaigns, Nomadic Education, Adult Education,
nen Education, Agricultural campaign, sale of shares, Trade and Tourism
etc.

The Department has also succeeded in developing the useful idea of
g video documentation for use in public enlightenmerit instead of the
sersome film processing method which entails foreign exchange and long
id of time before results are obtained. Documentary films produced through
method are on industrial potentialities, Tourism, Nomadic Education and
ir Life for Rural Women programme. Also at the moment, a Documentary
n Sokoto State is being prepared, and will be ready very soon.

notion of Culture and Preservation of Historical Materlals

Tihe Department has continued to preserve Historical and Cuitural
rials. Th e State History Bureau complex has been furnished and equipped
2 highest standard. The complex facilitates the preservation, collection: and
mentation of historical materials and archaeological finds. 1t also takes care
torieal sites and monuments, archival and library matenals to ensure proper
wvation of our outstanding culture, technological and historicai 'egacies.
, the History Bureau complex, with its enviable museum establishements
d the State has today succeeded in attracting visitors and ¥chelars from al
» of life - frorn both wiithin and outside this country.

,Alsp, the Maigero Theatre, a one thousand audience capacity open Air
1with h & Stage, an office and two changing rooms, has baen renovated to
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standard. This facilay, lcated in the State capital, provides tr.c people of the
State with a standard theatre for all categories ot cultural productions. it also
compliments the role of the Kangiwa Square in the hosting of command
performances and other official functions. its garden area also provides a
source of relaxation to members of the general public, especially youth.

Rima Radlo & Newspaper Industry

Rima Radio, the Sokoto State Broadcasting Corporatior .:as continued
to receive Goveriuient attention. Work on its Booster station at Gusau and the
FM 2adio in the State capital are nearing conipletion. This will enable fhe
management of Rima Radio to concentrate in their vital role of ﬁggc§t1ng,
entertaining and positively mobilising the public along Government policies and
programmes.

Also, work on the State Newspaper Industry has been completed, and
production has already started.

Gov. Yahaya Abduliaring iaunching the PATH

Re-organization of the Department

At the moment, the Department is being re-organised in order to make it
more effective. Towards this end, a _councit for Arts and Culture and a
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The finer ~ing for training and procurernent of materials for the Workshop
done by the Siate Government, but augmented with quarterly subvention of
3,000 from the Federal Government. Since its establishment, it has trained
d discharged 180 disabled persons, providing them with a trade and materials.

1e Kware Mental Home

The Kware Mental Home built and equipped at the cost of N3,000.00, is
brain-child of the then State Military Governor, Col. Ahmad Muharmmad Daku.
started operations on 17th January 1988 in orde r to cater for the vagrant
natics roaming the streets. It is divided into two units:- ¢acial Wettare and
edical, and has a capacity for 250 inmates and treats over 3,000 patiefits and

1t patients.

So far, 183 inmates have been successfully treated and discharged.
1d, based on their chojcg, of profession, the Government provided them with
ols and material worth N50,000.00. These inmates have since been re-
tegrated into society while most of them have taken to self employment.

In order to forestall further mental retardation, an after-care-and-
acement unit has been established in order to monitor and assess all
scharged inmates trainees or fostered children. Also, a Vocational Workshop
1s been built where different trades, namely - Tailoring, Carpentry and Mason
‘e taught to inmates. And, plans are underway to"start Woodwork at the
qlambaina Rehabilitation Centre for the disabled. So far, the Kware Mental
ome is the first of its kind in the history of the State.

A tailoring class in one of the rehabilitation centres
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Youth Dev. i minient

Towards the realisation of the Federal Govedrnment' s policy of involving
and mobilising youths for national development and self reliance, youth offices
have becn established in all the Local Government Areas, with youth officers

manning them - administratively. in addition to this, each Local Government has
an elected Youth Council drawn from Youth Clubs to cater for policy matters
affecting youth.

Yeouth Self-employment Scheme, youth Holiday Camping, Children anic
Youth Day Celedbration, Citizer.ship and Leadership Training; and Youth
Exchange Visiis are some of i1.: , rogrammes being pursued in orde to achieve
cemplete Youth Orientation and Mobilisation.  Also, self help projects worth
N63,789.00 have baen executed by Youth Clubs 1 the first quarter of this year
alone.

Within this year, the Youth Department intends to conduct Students
Leaders Seminar for post primary schools. The seminar is aimed at promoting
principles of leadership to our prefects and students towards peacefui co-
existence.

Also, a multipurpose Youth Centre is to be established at Kotorkoshi.
Already, a site has been acquired, and it is hoped that when this centre is
constructed, it will serve for both training and camping.

SPORTS

In order to ensure a virile, physically fit and mentally alert citizenry, the
government has continued to give Sports the necessary patronage it deserves.
Necessary equipments have been purchased, while talented sportmen and
woinhien have een encouraged. Tacilities lovated at various stadia round the
State were up-graded. The Gingiya Memorail Stadium was renovated and five
standard piay fields were constructed.

The Sokoto State Sports Council which is tha sole body responsible for
sports in the State has been actively championing sporting activities in order {o
ensure exceitence and professionalism. it has continued 1o organise and sponsor
several sorting events in football, atheltics, basket-ball, hanchball, etc. - winning
medals and rare records for the State.

At the 7th National Sporis Festival held in Port Harcourt in 1988, the
State contingents won six Gold, four Siiver and four Bronze Medals. Also,
Nigeria's representative at the 5th African Badminten held in Lages in May,
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collaboration with intcrested Local and Foreign
investors;

- Investing in cconomically viable and socially
desirable projects on behalf of the State Goverment.

- Supervising State Government Inbvestments in
major scctors of the cconomys;

- Providing consultancy services to indigenous
entrecpreneurs with a view to modern business
approach, particularly in the establishment of
industries.

- Research into matters of industrial development,
monetary and economic policies.

Scope of Investments

The scope of investment is presently limited to
manufacturing. agro-allied scctors of the economy and
finance services. Projects should be technically feasible
under existing conditions of availability of raw materials,
modern machinery and equipment, essential services,
management, personnel and labour force.  Projects should
be commercially viable, that is capable of making
satisfactory profits, service debt obligations, build-up
reserves and pay rcasonable dividends. Projects must also
be cconomically desirabic by showing promise of raising
living standards, providing cmployment, conserving
forcing exchange and generallv  stimmlate the economy
towards a vibrani growth.

Investment Policies and Strategies

SICL's participation in any project i s dctermined by
the following policics:-

a) Priority_ Industrigs;

- Industries that source their raw material inputs
locally;

AT p SO 1

- Industries that may process «pus with high
cxport potentials;

- Agro-allied and food industrics;

- Foundries, cngincering and mectal industrics;
- An investment that could be considered strategic in

the developmeut of the State cconomy in pariicular
and the National economy in gencral.

b)) Legal Status »f Projects

SICL. would invest only in limiwed liability
companies.

c) Equity Participation
SICL's equity investments. in any project is usually

-between  10-40% of client's company's paid up share

capital.  Promoters contribution to any project should not
be less than 309% of the total cost of the project. In no
circumstance will assistance be given, unless SICL s
satisfied that thc promoters have the mecans to contribute
their counterpart [unds

d) Loans and Advances

SICL assists clients and project companies for a fee
in  the syndication of long term loan and credit finance
nceded for complete project - financing from both National
and continenial Devclopment Finazace - Institutions.

c) Location of Projects:
Priority is given to projects located in Sokoto and
Kebbi  States, but the company could consider projects

located in other parts ol the country

) Proicct  Supervision:

To ensurc cffective supervision of investment
portioliog the following are required:-




- Periodic reports on operaiion/performance  of
projccts must be sent to SICL.

SICL rescrves the right to have representation on
the Board of Dircctors as a mecans of monitoring the

efficient  management of client company.

Saff of SICL will visit the project periodically to
discuss problems and prospocts.

2) Investment  Criferia

Projects sccking SICL  participation arc cxamined in
the light of several f(actors, notably:-

- Commercial, financial, technical and economic
viability of projects;

- Prospect of a recasonable rcturn on investment
above cost of capital.

- Foreign exchange savings;
- Local raw material sourcing;

- Creation linkage (backward and/or forward) with
existing projects.

Employment generation and improvement in  labour
managcment skills.

Viethods of  contract

Potentials project promoters or interested investors
should contact SICL ddirectly either in  writing or in
erson. It is preferable that contact is made initially with
yeeliminary  data/study so that SICL could offer uvscful
Wdvice.  Promoters could save substantial funds and time
vhich have bcen spent on studying non-viable projects. A
ctailed project proposal/fcasibility study should be
ndertaken by the promoters and a report submitied 1o
ICL to enablc appraisal commence. In some cases, SICL
an undecrtake or assist in preparation of feasibility study
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on behati of promoters for a fce.

It is essential that promoters, while applying for
SICL's participation, sccure suitable land for the project
and submit (along with other documents) a registered  Tide
Dced or Certificate of Occupancy, or both.

The Appraisal Process
The appraisal process is wadertaken by staff of the

Project Division and this commences upon submission of
dctails mentioned above. T is usually cntails visits to sies,

verification of information, clc. All aspects of the
projectarc studicd, analysed in dctails, taking into account
SICL investment criteria. If the project is considecred

viable recommendation is made to the Board of Directors,
and if it sanctioned participation @ formal letter is sent (o
thc promoters.  Participation in any project is subject 1o
Board's approval.

List of Project Documents Required for Appraisal
- Formal application;

- Memorandum and Article of Association and
Certificate of Incorporation

- Feasibility Study/Report

- Site and building plan, and title of deed of land:

- Quotation for machinery and equipment;

- A write-up on proposed tccbnical partners, if any,

- Audited accounts for the last three years in ciasc of
cxpansion c¢f existing project.

Relationship with other Instiiafions

SICL is an active member ol  Association of Nigerian
Decvelopment  Finance Institutions, and also a Council
Member of the Nigeria Stock Exchange, Kaduna Branch. It
has a good relationship with sister Development finance
Institutions acorss the country, commercial, merchant and
development banks, stock cxchange and International
Finance organizations. SICEL  will assist clicnt companics
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while the remzir i, 200 arc in the process of being
registered.  All these cooperatives have not been provided
with credit facilities to enable i(hem boost their choosen
trades. They have also becn provided with farm inputs and
implements to enable them ecmbark on agricultural
development.

In order to makc women participate fully iv the
agricultural sceto”. 36 Better Life farms were established.
these farms are scattered in =11 the 9 Local Government
Arvas, with additional ones in Bakura, Binji, Wurno suc
“Aafara.  also a Groundnut  Oil Processing and Extracting
Centre at  Yan “‘orita in sokoto and a smoked fish
processing centre have been established for the benefit of
the rural women.

Constraints and Future Plans

The Commission has identified several constraints
that hinder the rural women's devclopment. Ignorance of
civil and legal rights, scarce and unsuitable mode of
transportation, and inadequacy of essential amenities
among others have bcen identificd.

However, the commission has set the proper

machinery for overcoming these constrainis - by the time
its multi-purpose centre in the State Capital starts
opcration, thc centre, comprising of a mini-clinic, day

carz, litcracy classes, local craft shop, home economics,
guidance and counsclling unit and nursery unit, etc, is the
key answer to the Commission's nceds for cstablishing 2
viahle - cnlightenment aad mobilisation ceotres.



