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C~illPI'ER DJi~ . 

. .IJI!:-R.ODUCTI ON 

ihgt~ria ~ heen t.?l kii1g . A ~1 i _2r i:o n lJOli t i c s since 1- 966 ; 

l't'h ich th(w did und.c r thv n -,,_.d l i,_)it ; t :18 n: ':·s t n -; t <•ble \'/ 8 8 t h e 

~bs 2nr~,:~ c, f n :>.tiona.l d.i s cus ~ i •:>n :,2 : 1 i. ~·.c ti 'r~ ;)':: r tici p,qti ) 11 in thB 

.;.::v .o rnm,;n t of tht? l" ...: u.nt r y. Tbtm ca;:: z tl'. 6 e s t~.blishrndnt •:.; f the 

Cnns.ti t utione.l · Drafting Committea ( CJ.)C) by Gene r o: l i:~urtala 
' 

j i >h m11.med, the .Mili t ':l r Y He~d A Stat0 at the time in 1976, 

Thi~ Dl· ~f'i'jn.g C•:rrnmi ttee wm;. o!'l:rrg<?d. · ... :it~ the responsibility of 

dr"!lvJ.ng -Up a d r aft C ·..~netitti:ti on f::l r ~'fH;eri a , and was the first 

L r um f ·.)r disc ourse •Y£ nau :inal ?Olitic :.; and the_. <lestiny of 

Hi;seri-'1. These ( CLC) mem'bers tha t '·~ere a_t:pointed ,.,as t o be 

. ·t r;.r!k d ov er t ..o- ~~eci: ed men . a£ tiw c .:m s ti t uc::n t :·.ssembly of 

~Jiger.iA 1977 - 1918. This vu3s actu .=< l f o rUJT. f 0 r political animal 

'Jn a O.i alogue on nati ona~ p\Dlitics ~ J. t ·,,iJs at the fl oor of 

this ~~R P.mblf that. men ~.matterS :nH~t t o crystallised the 

t r --,nsHion to party poJ..itt•s , 

I l t·3 MCA.:;; t ook lntexesting posi ti .T(i siftine; here together, 

t lF :r P ag,-D.n 3 ·t 9 usually rj u e t o differin ? relie;i ous, political, 

cult.u:r.-al and some.ti.DlB.ii: e t.hn.i. c -c.<Jn s i .:!.Gr&.tie:ns •. But -Dy 1978, th <:: 

ECl.s ! ~ a cl made u p their mind~ o n a.ffpiation~ ort:Janisation of 

· ~Joliti eal party a nd the r uri.nin(; of ~~i . e :cia by 1979. There was 

. ·: ~u n 1') , tbe :a bortive natin.ruti _ l.illion council of _a n on-HCA who 

t ri ed to lobby I~C1~S i nt o a Union, etc . .along with Club 19. 

i'hn e \v,'l.B the g.i. a.nt Cormrri.±t...G..c;) of 111 l>'~C~·· Hho '-'I"'re said to be 
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2 . .~·· 

·~ f' 

the major alll1.ngboard or · the ~ational Party ·of Nigeria., united 

'Y their agreement to create four more. states. Right inside the 
l ' • • • - i ,. . 

; r • ~ ~-

'a1'li(Went&ey huud.:i.ng they not ortly discuss on ;th~ mechanism r:or 
~ • f 1 . 

the cr~ati.on .· o!, "new st.a.tes, they. ~s_o agreed ~:tp ~~te into 
d I . . ._, . . . . I '. . l I . . ' 

'a PQli ti~-~~ .. ~ t.tvwpt, _ ~ mj iWWF·-too . ~ .i£ they _ 
. . .. • l '· ' 

fcan't creat:e :~. ~ tl:l,e.nQOr -~ ~lle. o.A•I tlwl.~r- 9bould _ 

.mohi.llsed ·:i"9r-· PQWer at -~ . .W. tbe t'.ed..uai . lm.el~ :;boa& Wa& -

in~~~ 1i7~ -
f . 

_ Nat1.1rally~ .t4a mem})erS ot tbe Co~tituent Asaam.bl.Y \l&Xe in 

~gJ.ll.~~ 14 ~ ~ ;rapeotf 1r4 peoples • they had ~en 
.· . . - . I . ' .· 

ta.lki ng to ~e.l.V'ea and had mde up their mtncla \'l w~k 
together- t,Q. ~·-~~ .i'r.aw.;ak namely1 NationaJ, P&~ty 

1 - . 

J • ' . • I • 

.! · of Nige.ri~ • . ,'rhe Con•tii\U~nt Assembly was, fth' ~e ot the . 
. .; f , . . I • I . . 

s~cnd l:.e;l!Ub_lio, and the 1na~ernity ot. the Nat.i.onal raap. ot Nigeria • 

. 1. 2 SIG§UlC~QE OF.MSTUJi~ 
\ I ' ·· • 

- Nati~~ Parly ot N1&ei:i a be~ng created and daeJ.oped by 
i . . · . . . . I , 

the members o! iff MCAst who ,_,~ uter, af'te:r: ba~~ or 

·· agitating for po:U. t.ioal oontrol alcmg with the oth•r tour 
. . 

political parUes, ll8;IIl&ly. 1 the .. t7tU.:tY ·Puty .o~ Nige:r:ie.. G::eat 
:·"' .. 

Nigeri a PeoPle' ~Y• the Nigeria Pe~p~el. ~arty _ and the 
. . 

Peoples Redemption Party and was, had .'ooou~ed ve~ at:r:a-i•-. ., 
position ~oth a.t thf.l loce.J., a ta-te, en4 t_~, national lev.els of the 

t I 'federation. .This e.t,udy_. tende. to to~· . em ~ow the party developed ..! • . . 

: and the ~ap.o~ ~ethods tb~ party ~barked1 _;y.~n in ~qng 
· t f , . • I •: , • • 

·· : poptU.ar ~ 9-f :tba ,PeoiU,e. -~•o; 1~ · t1Jf~:~rk·l i intend to 
. . ; , I 

.. . i · , 
't ·,! .. • 

i"'. 

¥· 

!-" 

·.• . :' 
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ok briefly into· the way and marmer in which. National Party 
:'": .! ·; :~· ;: ~: 

Nigeria carrie_d out economic, political and social functions 
I ' . " . . . , 

the 1oountry, in' other words, the achievements and failuree of . 

' .... ·· ' 

'T'P 11··:·1 ,, !Jlil ' ..•. I I I ,, 
.'J • I f f,• 

'1 !f 

In ordeP to ihave. lt.rood~ PDdQI'storv!i.a.g of ithe • National 
' .' ·- l ·-·< 

·~-py ot Nigeria and i tr 'POli t~ :tG. :~ eonn~.,.w.t.ain 

·· i .j9.uas'tions ateto be asked. 'l'hese ~~"tiona are . rtind~n.tally 
, ... . :· ... .' ; ,_ , . t • 

1 frefelctinc thel politics and activities ~f the N~tional P~y. · . 

i · i of Nigeria in the· national life. 'lhasa are: 

,. f 1} . What s~i.fic role does the National Party of-1lli~tia 
'•· .,. . 

.Pl;Sf.~~'~.q the pOlltj.cal. .,ystein -of . this country? L 

- ' ·, i; < 

I' 

' ~ 

' 

What wasr the speeific . role _ effects of tbe system of , the . .. _ . . II ,r - . I 
, . t • ,, 

:I N~~i~ P~ty of :Nigeria on pol;iti~al',;. s~c~~·~( ~~: eco~omic 

life 1rof
1
Nigeria.? 1 tlf. · · ·'1 t (~· J. b·'! . .- !.~lh ,P._~·ti•·.-' · · . f .. . .. ' r , .. r I • . , I 

. . , I 

vias tha tNPN really the only party fo~ed · out ' of 'the natioil- · 
, f ·{ I t 

wide oonsul tation and concensus i by Nigeria? 1 
, ' I 

4) What m~e National Party of Nigeria ~!ck? ·J 
' 

h 
1.4 SCOPE/lNDJt~TAT~Of- 4 0F THE STUDY: ' 41· . ·.' . 

From the introduoti on to the pro bl e, 
' ' . the main eon~er~ is 

1 to see the various :Process · of developnents, its poli tieal actiui ties · 
I . 

/ ; that was ~ipped' ; :to the establishment o£. guvernmen~ in lfip;eria
1 

; '" . ' . . . . . . ! • 
by the Nat.i,q~tt~~tv.~of ·.Nige~ia, then . to . .the function· o_ { the 

I " , zcr · "' . - · · I •·· · ' ·f /1 • ,, 

; ' { 1 / • .! • • ~ . . I' ' -~ !f ;, . . o 

~in the -~o, "Poli:ti~al - and soc~al s~efes,r and ,als~ 
.t • ~ . . • 

J ' l 

.:J 

-----~ / / ' ·-' 
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76 respond to the questions of inili tary interv~ntion as a 

~sul t of the demise of thG · party. ·. Therefore this study will 

l ~nly restrict ·itseli to the birth of· the National Party of Nigeria, 
f: 

, to. its dey~lopneat, activities in government, up· to ,the;t demise ~ 

. or: the Par;ty, J .nd · subsequently the ~li tary. i~~~~~~t~~·on r~~to 
'!' ,'1 

I ! o! • • · t: I 'I '· . ·t'< f. . ' : ~!. 'I f l ·, . !; -·~.} ):::, . . ,t ~ 
t he poli!ti¢s• of•NPN on December .31, 1983. ~ ~,._;_i Ill ;I:~_· ~···· 1

1 t_J 
! I ~ -~· '• 1 j ' I 1 ' 

1t '," .)>J·J·< •. ~· r. l'o •· 1 . ' I . ...... . .. !II' f ~. 1 , ., • ' ' ff• i ·· ~r ~ L- ~ t ' .t ' ~ : ·:: t 

1 .. ,5 t LITERA E REVIEW ' ' .. ·.' ; 1 ~'r 1ll: n1• :'a;t: H 
. ' I . •. r • • . r , 

f ~ t •t .t_:,~ ~~ h '~ ' , f I ' ,1 .' .)"•) '· i!: .. j: ~ • ; ~ :~~ ... :\ j j 

The ravd.ew\ dfl ' li~~$tura on tlti.s 1rasearch pr ja
1
ct· 'i i.hibas_ ed 

! J "II . i I lj . . • ;~: i ,, ~~~·,1 ,k l 1~: I 
t · .t<: r• · • · \. "f Jl<~~,.~d 

?n some Ne~~~per~ and Mag~ines, w;itten, on the, Nati~ Party 
I I . I ·! I ,,f i ! :, I •f• .tl ' .I . 

I pf Nigeria ,(NPN) most ae~allY on ho\v the Party r!ID (the '. , · 
'I . ' • !'• \· 

0"l ' " ' l· • . goverrun.ent "in '1979.-u.... ' r · ,, . • .. 

' l 
• l 

'!' .. 

Alhaji Aliyu Makaman Bida in t~ text of Maiden add_ress 

of the fir~t ~ .ble:ti.o.na} Chairme-n of the Nation¥ Party ill 
. ' 

" Nigetia~ ~o' .~til b1s ~atb j.n l1arcll z6, 1980 ·w-'ls 'the Grand 
' . 

j , • • . 

', Patron o.f
1 
the. 'NPN has said in the Haw Nigerian Newsp.:;tper ;on 

I ' ,I ~ 'l ' ~ . 

Qctober r6., ~~79.- that National Party of Niger~~ ;repre~4.n~1s a 
' '' I 

. . t ' • . ; /" 

truly ,credi.bl~ .. ~ppe, ~!of.i .t~e ;,, 

, i ,f , ~ V f i I 
the cven:t;s ;•We 1 r·~· 't'ness,ed_ .,· I 

I ; ' J . • . ! ' " • 
• I I [ ~ ;;· • I •. ' . I . . I . ' " • I 

OCOl,'dingl: tp'Jums.h. as nql par. allel. ;r_n l', thy ;po:j.i~Ar a;I.ij hi:!1.(0~\t 
, I I 'd ftt, •tl11 '· . 'I I . \ I 'I'' . .;lql' tqlt, :I, . J ' t . . . I 1 -. . I J I~ ·I II . 

the NPN are one of the truly • spont:meous creation of the ·r; 
' . . l ' I ;f ,, ; I 

,, ' f 
communi ti.aa fr<>m 19 states and was the ,only; Party! thatl started 

I , I f •' jl, 

• ~ ~i th question illa.rk 11lhere do we go from here?. The , answer ,:which 

fba,s cmer~ · was the N.PN. According to him NPN d~d not, j~st 

sit down· and or.eate this answer. · The NPN asked pommunities 
l ' . i .. ' . 

iof all l9. st~:tes in the COuPtry: ·t~ tell . Wha;· they want~ j Each 
I . . • ' 

1 •st?-te was.1~~ to. ~.ttl& answers. througl:l r~pN-Sentat.i~.es :. · 

! 
. ' .. ' 

• I ~ ~ • • ~ ' , -. { • 

} of , ~ rn· . ~ If •. ,~ '! ' J . ~ I. • ~ 1• . ,,, i :· 

n 



} 
\ 

il 

s: 
L l ;hich th~;, ,. themSJelves have ... chosen fr6m ~{ the different sectors. · 
~ . i 

f nte~ests and opinion groups in their stat~s: hlso acc~ing to 
l •• t 

. {: , p1·1a~i M~aman Bida, the National Party have 1!3a~~~. :th~ good 

~H·, .:lessons and are committed to us~ thOse le~~ons to give our 
• ,. I·· 'l' l·l I . . ' ., ,, ,, •I. • ' 1'1 t .. - I f . ,, • i' f I 

!- J '· • f f ' .. ' 
.. i :··~coF~tf ( ne~ alld trv.ly -cr~ble : h~~' · , Eq~&J.;L~ i'r· -the first 

_; · ·L:Jp.r~J-kn;,f.'~ranoo of the .Pr~Bidetlf-elect ,. .. ,.i.l .. hctj~ 1She~ , S~i, 'I . ~ ) -:r ' I . ... 'r . .r. If· ·~~ . . 
• 1 • t. . · r · , , " · 1' J. ! l \In 

. i.~ ': !,.-,,:_J .. . ' : IJ. ;: .. : •. [iJth· ~;I.d .at !t'Jk· .. o. H. ote.l on Friday, Ji.l.lg\iftt '11', .·~ .. 1J. , ~ ..•.. !·d~' :y:,· r .... porloo· in · ·••··~· ·~· ... .,If' ' , i rgL: l't!t• . . . -. ,;' • j., .+ ''[t; I .. 

·-1- ~ .. ~ · - ~· • ·:· j~l: ~f. ~iilf ·~~lNiBer:i.~; llew.GPflj)SrB ~-~a~aY; l4~st ~~·~ 8, ·
1
·.19'(9-, 

ilti•,·ti·.,.f l . l•?< .-.f ··r,·· ,f 

•·l.'·l•l~~<¥.!~~h~, !- .· u1~ome and. iej.n ·Jne, ~ ~uil~~~. ·. &.1~'~· ted,. l'~. - ac~.ful •.
1
. · ••. ,, 'r ~ ~'t .,.-~-- ... . • .• · . 1 ,.. • T ~~ ., , 

'·)~.-~~ .. : ~~.: ~~ l .. ~~b· ~tna.· tion, tl~_we nS'fd an ~sphl.:-~~ ~~~ f~·.·~~·i.r.1 • emongat 
!.~ I!~'· .. "'' •· ,, J ·! ! •. l ''I ' 1 .11• ~.' 1:11 ~f;- ·1 .,.-1 :1; I ' 
. 'j'": fr. #-' - , • 1. ... 1 ., ·\ .· 1 ·1 , 

t'.: .f:~:t:f.aJ~~. ~~~-, I ·~ie~ · ~t, i{ ~hij. ~f!tiqnJ ia t t~ ~be ' truly 
. ' ' I .1-. • I -~ • . I ' •• · ( ' •I' f gr~at~ •we •lllust. •om~ toget.b.a.r ~ a famili to' ,solv~ 'our -cotQlOOll. 
' . . . I I 

' f ' 

prpbl~ .• ~ This '-&tatement snows that the Natiopal !f>arty o·f 

~ Nige:t:>i ~ ~~ ~&eeking fox the i)OO~ration of oth~r ' loosing parties 
, ~ t ~ !~ , f ' II · s i 

• ): i ' f i ! (· • _. . • l 

f.
• ·.:. in, bw..·lding a united and progre~sive lfi geria which he felt could 

J J •' l J ·I I I 

. • I l l "\ · l 1
·' noJt ~: ach;t.evad without ()ooperat~on. · · ';lf.t · 

I , ' 

1i..iso. New African Magazine, I1ay 12, :1979 r~J?O,jt~d ~hat 
) ll ; •1, I", h ~ .!01; 

colle'd~r~: ~ad.ership, ~ ~oett· i~ t~.~ !~~~·~~rtlfeal for 
1 ·tr ' ;. - l r~ t . • ~ , ,,, 

1 lUg-eria , t. ~-ba.t Nigerians arer not used 1to ,di9:t;atorShig or a v l ' h . ' ·~ ' ' ' . . \ t t '• i 1
J• • ,j •· ' :· 

' :~ ... ~ • ·~ I • I ' .! • 1 <• I ,,, dt:~ .. ·' :!' i 

.one-:om .. an. ahow._ and they will npt accept 1 it. ·rt'1t. 'i,.s [ideill in the · 
f . ~ ,, ( lJ- I I . ' . I ' I' l ·~ I t ( 

I . . 1 

;.~ ci~9~~rrf. ~ i 'l~ enaure that ' w~~~ nPI·iJ· ha:v.e · t~ne · peli~on. at the 
· . · " t .. ' · , 1 1 1 •l' ·1 : r 11 , , ~ tl ! "1

1 >• h _.; f 

aJ1ex •·fiS , fhe tleade!"~ end symbol of jthe -qn~~y l of, ~J:tt .l nation; th.are 
t ' H • ' ' I I f 'l ! I l • ' 

ent>ugh ;. ,.af~-guarda, both wj.tJ:J.iJ). th.e gover~nt --~Ptll.e PQ.rl.y i::o-
. ' 1 J ' l I . I ~ 

• 1 •. . ' t · •I 

< check, any dW~ · "i tbout. that, , the Presidenc;y· a~:~ ai:l 

I 
·ll'll»y.i~~·t lfiOUld. .e in d;mg.er. .Again, iJl a. ma~aifhOn, interview 

• I :: I' ' . ' I li .~ . 
f · I · 
. ' 

la$'t.Ulg ~ t..brrw hou:cs, tv a Panel of Daily Times..- Jeurnal.i.srtQ 
I • • · ' 

;I • I . • ~· l} • l' • -
' ~ { I' "'t~,o ,1.t .,.; ' I I • r 

4 I - Jt I I t~~ t ~11 l '" lj ' 
.1 1 •· I ! ~ • f l li I I 

' 
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!1 Thursday, June 21, 1979 the President Shefiu Shagari spoke 

l~t~r 1 
alia, ton national unity and . stabil;i1:tym, t~~t · our main 

l ~ . .t ~ • ~ I • I tJ_ ·• ., t .i' _ . . 

1 • , , ; lJ J1 • " •I · fa I 1 ' 1 !1 1' 

~F __ . e;-ooc~_-·. · op: ,,a_fter ~he. struggle 'for li~E!ra~·ion •.fllld.J i;lulf. 
I • I 'I ~-~· I ' • I t ,, . . ~ ~' 

l.~dfi~d~:rw_ :j ~ ~~ :~t.o build a truly _ united . Ni9~r~~- ' 1 ,· Itl k s ,. not 
t f ' : \ • ~~ .f .... II . . ' l : I ~ H· ' ' -· ~ . "' . . . . . 

easy -~o ~ t~l~ ;' a .nation out of, a conglom~ratf.~n of.~~t:to~1 , 
'I 

:because! jha~~ ~s ~c~ually wha t Nigeria is· ' vl i tn all tne various 
. '' I , 

.. -: ::: ; ~;..:4-. L,. t ~f:er~n~ Ji~ ~geria - J.illgUj.stic, , e~llitic; · :ul tural, ~ the 

I :;: •. c.::..-L- ~I ' ·i~bl.e;mr ~-~ ~ing and .knitting toget{ler a~ J, ;theS,f! I· V-r;r.'iOUS 

~~- - -~-- .. t . .lgr;:mP~ into ta single nation is not an easy task~ ··, l~ 1J t ;-nas · 
. ,,; .. '.,!:_';J: :~~- -H{' •'. " '.:I i\- ' . . I,, . I '.l·· I 

· ' . -one , lbu~ jWe t think th~ra i.s. ..still . IUu.cb more.Jt.ci ~~ ·~; in 
h _J I I I i' I ~ . '· l I . I • T ,, • . I l . tr. . 
- .f J ~ 1 t ... • ., ' . ' f 

{'buildi_ngll,a.,,~. ; Wli ted N;i.geria. The l,UJN ' had•·iensurad •
1
stabili ty t ! , .. , I . . 

! t : l ' i"'! {~ ' I J I • l . I ~ 

., in ; this f, ~~~~ey ~n":~lving all pa.rts ?J1•the .:col F,try __ in. the 
:._' ; ! 1 1t • ~ !( ·~ :~ r ,i 11 · of 1. ' I' l I , 
I I ru:fai~s ~r~~~· ~patJ.;on ~su~ .that. ! gl!Ollr ~et t j ~lrftl or~ . als.o 

r . 1 ' i , II • '' . ~ i ' •· f ,, ~ •' · I l\1' ' 
•addres_s:Lng the l· joi.nt •session of th~ Natio~al .h.s~ .~m~1Yijl'on . 

• ~} ' • i_ i ' I ' j) I I . I jj ~ .i 

Oot'ober
1 1.h; , ;t~79 the President said; nsince 'ouri ultimate ,,. 

• ''l' l . I I . I ' 
• I ''~ ..• I' I . • I ! '· I ., } 

~ obje.cFv~ ;is. 1 t.o provide far the •·Tal fare of · all Nig~i¥1-S.a. we 

1 

t rj:l I ' ~I ,,.. 
1 

. 

~must su~jugate our pali tical .snd other cUforences to ~b'e 
f 1 • • . I f 

I• I I I' • ' 'r ' J ' , 

1 .1~~~1-1nt;ll8'.. puraui t of peace .. unity ,and ·: l?rogresFl ,'()f our 
I • • • . IJ 

.mother l.:Uui. 11 &o far NPN administra tion WP.s , ?~~'l?~efi~ed by 
' . ' ; I 

It ·Ha s a \ :sov11rnment 
' I • fl 

tits produ~ t and spirit of statemanshi p. 

:,;.. 
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. CH.Af:rER T1l.Q 

2. i ~qJ.ii ORIGIN, DE.VELOPr.riEN'J' AND . ~i3R.G:&~CE OF THE NATIONAL 
t.4Jify OF. NIGERI A (N;~;NJ -

It ir? probably t rue thaL t he pre sent i s only a temporary 

s tati·>n. ~et1,;een past and fut tLre, a still photograph fr om a 

l)lUGh longe.r,. .-ngo.ing film. ·Nevertheless , t here are moments i n 

a ne.hon ' s history· wh•m "quanti ty is transformed into quA.lity 11 , . 

thRt Ls, when a lMger gr&ii1l.al development culminates in a 

serJ~-· ilf profound ~anges and t he historical pro.cess unfold 

rarJidl y. and f rr$'\&Qc.a.bly, 

October 11 197.9 Wll S' about t o become such an hist orical 

pivotal point ~ pruont Md futurE:~ generation of Nigerians, 

On th.::1t da:t:e na:U~ll&l f10l.i.U.ca.l _Jower was handed over 

·' t.'l 'L'1te.rily 'by tha ~1~de~~ Military Government to a 
ie.JIJocraticall.y ... Qttd oivilian govermn~nt after some . thir.teen 

:·Gars of rnil.J.,tu'y 1'\llo, .1.nQ.ludi ng t , .. ,o and half debilitating 

. Y 8aJ,'S c<f civil.. war, nUluutr of fal s e starts, man;y dashed. 

tope s ancl not a tf';l aat1tn&l <lontrovarsie·s. 

The road to 1919 lu.l been neither smooth nor oontimuous, .... 

.it maJ be said.o£ 'bht t-c<llonial Nigeria whiah gained itll 

n<leperl':lence ~n o.;ol).tr 16 19GO. That it was little more 

i1an a geographi aal. oxp:r,n.ion a pot p'ourri ~f some 380 · 

1 r.ibal, ethnic and :angui.rii o. groups of varying eizes and 

r " !wn i.v~~ J.tb.o" .only ~n element was that they inhabit&d 
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a contigous (and immense) "land area 'IThich: had been under 

. II 
British Colonial AdriJ.i nistration. The colonial rulers and 

Nigerianlleaders after them , vlere never able to resolve the 

'country's acute ethni .c and cultural fragmentation. The 

.g~ernment or nation was divided into 3 later to four 
' I • I 

-r egional blocks which v1ei:e lin.l<:ed only by a tinous system of 
i 

f! ed.eralism w:tth:tn a nebul ous nati.on .state called Nigeria. 
,!,w I . 

. But structure of the first Republic vias hardly conducive 
f 
to national unity. ·The governmenta l system with its 

p~rliam~ntary executive and procedures evolved in Great 

Britain , was hardly suited to the very different context of 

t ropical Africa. In aociallY homogenous Britain, national 

. poli t ical parties could r eadily develop over a period of 

several centuries. But in socially and ethnically heterogenous · 

Ni ger ian politi.c.al pa.rti.es were virtually bound to represent 

tribal and regional interests in parli ament as against any 

vague interests. 

When in 1~ a group o.f mili t:~r;Y officerj led
1 

by Major 

Nzeogwo finally executed a coup m9J1Y Ni ~·erians were indifferent 

to or indaed relieved at the demise of a gregime hopelessly 

encumbered by corruption, election rigging, vote buying 

indifferen~ tL> the plJ,ght of · its ci t ;izens and through 

i neff Bcttvanaas. 

_I n the ~uersd history of this nation there had been a 
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numb~r of cons.ti tuttons like Clifford Const.{tution ( 1922 . ... ,· 

' 1945) > The Richards Constitution (1946- 1950) • . The 
< ,. • 

• . , 1Mc:Pher.son Constitution (1 951 . .:_ 1954). The L~rttleton 

< . 
·~ ~ 

·'' 

i:· 
\,::-. , .. 

i 
(Constitution (1954 - 1960) all nemaed· after Colonial 

\~-1· G,overr9r6 ~ More symbolic ~ere the 1960 domi~~n :?on~!itution 
{ ~<r, by whicht.Nik~ia gained ind.e-pen.d€nce, · and the ,.1963 ReJ:niblican 

t ~ . I - l . I I' • 
~-: l ,.. ''1 ,, ·' '4 tf• " . I 1 

Consti~utiou, · which for the first time gave th, count~ a 
. •: 1 ~ ' I . !lj '' f 1 1 ~ r , 1 1 1 • ~~ • 

f.! J t 11' ' '' 1'• ·· r .. :~J N:Lgeriani Herd • of State. :But only . 1Yi t h the '} 979
1 

,Chartrrt have 
• . • , ~ ~ 'I· 1 • I l 
~1j ' I j I • • . I 

l Nigerians produ.c.e.d. their first anto.chtoncus (home grown) . · 
. • . ' •L • l'' ·f ' I ' '• ' 

Constl tutio~· ·made by Nigerian for , s~eciflc~ly ,Ni~e~ian' c~~di tion. 

f 1 ·~ Eve:t;": Mi~itarY . ~;m:uuant since the fal;L ', of th~ fir1~: Republic 

has ~Ql!U.s.ed .a. .r.am,d rGiiurn to constitution in accordance wi i!h 
' . . i 

{ the w~shes of th.& pe.o.pla once the post-January 19.66 situation 
r . . 
~ had returned w normal he even sot up a commission on 

l consti tutiona.l reform to r eport to a future Constituent Assembly 
' ) . 

f but Ironsi was dead lOllS' {>gfQ.re. any ~bl.a.nce of· pomalcy . was -.:··.' 
~ j ~· . ' 

r ·f; :reRtore~~ ~ In. ~il 1967 l.t. General Gowan '. it?-. ':tw;I.l : P7e~ged 
~ . 1" • r· . . I 

~ • 

; the c7ea;t:Lo~ 'of a ..£X>~t.1tution7 i~clu.ding a new
1 
b¥a~qe. of 

i ~ · '' 'i ljl. I I 10 ; · · ' • , J· ii' , , ( 

! f~derali~~.. . 'wl thin two years but · th~ civil . 
I v I • . 

wa:r; -lintervened . ' 1'. I . : ' 
• • ' , f 

before a;rzy' st.eps , could be taken · b~~~1rid ~be ;~s~'1b,l~,shmen1t of 
• ' • ' ' ' . I I .j I ! ' !i ' 

1? stk.t~~· • fAgain on independence 1D~ '19~0, fGowp:p renewed his 
. . . f 1 

) ·I I"''! 

:Promi~e, , ~even ·1produoi'ng a nine-point programme ! leading to 
.. i ~ l • I I 

I 

cons:tit11t:i,Qnal, ~..and ciJ:ilianization by· 197~~ . But four 

I l 

'· 

,. - ~-~~ 
""':"; . .. 'T t1•t: } .~~ .. --:--~~ ... ~~ 

-· ~· f , ~{ • . \ i ,.. ~ · _J :"'r~th~' ' .-~ ·-.-~ .. ,~~ ~- -~ ::~ · .~ · -;·-~ ~-·:.::· · ~ :/. :.:?~r:~~ 
·< • • •.:.\.l! •' ;.;;j t ' <:· ·7 r. ·.f, ';'fl '· 'V "': 

1 · •· -n r.: .. . ,·· ; ...... , ,,.,, 1.)7W 
\\. . . .... ' ,. I J ) 
\ ,. • -··· .' --~ .-. -~.. . . ~ !.l. -af- ..w_ ~ 

'.':. -:'.;: :~..~~:-;_~;J ~~ --~.r ~ . 
.. : • .l.; j;; f;. t:r'l1 0 ~)' P 

.,._ .. _:;·_ .. {~- ~b.:;:!-.:_·_::-.:-~r~ .. \ 
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. ·)T t?a rs l a t er he reneged• ami this breach ,ci:f prondse cpntri buted. 
•7 

' · .. . ' )',t o his overth~oW in m5 .. 

Jl!urtala Mohamm~d in · his 1975 in.depehdenc-e ~peach prescrib<l 

pres cribed five ·. stages: . 
. . · .· 

.. ( 1) ap:Pai~t. ,O.f a Constitution Drafting Commi tttle to 

prepa~ the' firSt draft of a n:evr Constitution by 

September, 197 6; 

·. ( 2) establishment of nev1 states and re-organisation of the 

local g~rl'l.II\ant system .• .' on the basis . of which a · 

partially sleeted . and p~rtially appoint~ constituent 

assembly OOuld be called into ex,istence; 

. (3) Deliberations and a.Iilen.dments.. .on the d:raft constitu~ion by 
. . . 

a co~stitu.ant-~bly before October 1978J subseque;nt 

. ni:::;salution .oJ: t _he body; 

( 4) acceptanc;e 'by 'the Fediar.a.l Mili taey Government of the 

complet$d .:COxW.ti:tut..i.o.n and its enactment. by de¢rea. . . . . 

· into law; 

(5) .and cOming into force _of the nEM consti tion; dissolution 

of tne_rnilitary goverilment; assumption of office by 

el ected civilians on 1 Octo.ber, 1979. . . . . . 

· Anf.l t~~ e~iallY tha -ways in which the process 

. . 8 . 
h.qs unfold:ed. 

· Fr~ t966 t.o '}97 8 "tlwr~ Was no :poli tj.cal. .party -in Iii.geti a .. 

. I 

' '{;" 

' .I 

I 

,. 
/-.~ 
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JPoli tical parties were · :unilaterally proscri h:~d by, the Military 
;-

tsince J anuary 1966· when the ban on· political parties wa.s lifted . . . 
lin September, 1978, there hFI.d to be new parties for the second · 

ffiepublic the old. ones had ba en rul~d . out of existence as well · . . . I ·.1 . 

as· direct ~rection •• ! . 'I . ' 
. ~ ·~: ·~ ::. l :f: ' - ~. I I . 

Nature abhors a vacuu,., in spite of the mili:t l(.rYJ int~l:'egnum 
·, • ! l I 

talking of Nigeri~ politics siric~f 1~?6• 
I 

.. ... J N~geri.ans had been 

-~ - - ·.l They did so in clust~rs,..olubs, drinking 
!; ' ' 

. •. • i 

parl~ur~ ofr.~Ff.~·~ ~ homes, 

committees circles, academic forums etc. But it was 9-ll hush

l hU.Sh never under the flood light. The most notabl-e · facter 

i.f in this .process was the. absence of national discussion

:<'.! within natio~ .fo-rmats of the faCts of democracy q.nd active 

civi lian parti-eip.ati.on in ·the government of this C0\4"1t;cy. 
. . . . I 

·-· 

:":; ~· · 

. J 

Then caine the good news which ~'las the establishment of . 
. I 

the Constitution Drafting Committee (C.D.C) by the Ge~eral 
. · · 1 1 I 

• Murtala Mohammed . .' Military A&nimstration in 197_,'6. The ·: 
,. I I:• . , 

. . . . 
. C:onsti t ution Dra£ting Committee consisti;d of 49 r pppi_nted 1 

~ . 

r men wh9 were chaxged _with the responsibil~ty of .drawing up a 

Dr aft .Consti tutian for Nigeria. ·It \'las the first .national 

forum for ~s.e of national politics and the destiny of 

Nigeria. 

IN turn, the ~itution Drafting Committee Drai't, made by 

a~pointed mell.t wa.s. to ~ · tu:n•ed over ~ t o elected men of the 
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assembly of Nigeria 1977 - 197~ This latter was 
' 0 ·" 0 \ 

i' :f. 

he actual forumc~f political ammals iii dialogue on national 
. , • • • 0 

'politics from the ~evere ~tmosphere of the C~D.C. Ol;l.:politics • . 

to the open dialo-gue 

at ·the floor of this 

,. '· 
groupe., some as age ma.tes, others as ideological ;comrades, 

, . I 
I 1 1' IJ j• 

,some •as ~:p:i:ofes~j..onal.s colleagues, 
0 

later as clusters o! sta.t~ 
i ' I 
I )' I I I 

.. !'the issue on the fl.oox ~f the Con.sti tuent Assembly often 
. I I 

I : . , . l 
servedf ;~ Qases 'for different .types oof. dialo~~.;~~ ~ ~~~ 

v.~r~li~ ~~liti~al ~on£~te.tion • . The issu~ t i.~·lfl\~~~ .such 

~~.·.· cri t.i;c8l,:' 
0 

i t~s as ~he cases for or against tb.,e I pr,~;.~~~.'.l~l,lt~al 
· f~ i · t 0 irfi t ~,I . , , : . . ! ·' · , , f{ 

1 
• I 

1. sy. stem. i off. .. g1•overnm. ent, . the esi;ablishment of 1 a.~.trder.· al ~Sh. ar .. ia 1 I \' 'f ~ I • . I II ~ 'J II,. r I If I 
t ~. I f I 0 

• 0 0 I 0 • [· ., 

.Oourt oi! ·~. qua.li!'ltin.s' etge.s !or · ~lactions into ~~ative 
' I , ~~ ~ ' ' • o , I 

0

, ll' 1
, 1?1;1 1:1' h 

~· , : . • 11 ' .. f.,. , ' 1 

~d ~~c~i~e offices,, .code of co~uot . f~r: ~1I>UN-ip;~~of~iQerEi and · 

~lec"t}.~~:·pe:r.-co:n.s., the composition run organisa:tion I of lithe .Armed 
• . . 1 . I ' . ! ' 

~ . . . . ·i 

..F~cea.,. ~.n,oU~Y~~o.st~, t~ logisti<>~· !m: 
• . . . . ' ! I 

I: r 

·~ ·' 0 • 
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I 
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election of president of governor~ revenue allocation, 

.disqualification clauses f or electi ons; freedom of the press 

etc. The member of the Constituent Ass embly took interesting 

position, sifting h er _e t ogether, tl1;.;s.:;; agAins t 9 usually due to 

:differing religious, political, cuJ. tura.l e.nd sometimes ethnics 

,consideration. But by May , 1978 it seemed that (CMA) had made 

;up their minds on affiliAtion$ and organisation · of political 
t 

iparties and the running of Nigeria by 1979. 
I 

There was Club 19 - a loose combina tion ·to protect 

elements with the ambitious pretension to coverage of the 19 

f.states but there was abortive national union council of a 

f 1 non-(JV'xCA) who t:ded to lobby members of the Constituent 

_Assembly into a uirion but \vhich later merged with the other 

:: f ormation into .a. :po.lltioaJ. party along 'dth Club 19. There 

was the giant C<)llUJli ttee of 111 members of the C. A. who 

; insi.sted -that the C.A. has the power to create new states by 

writing such states straight into the new consti tuti6n. 

The committee Of one hundred and one members of the 

Constituent .A&sambly ( 111 MCils) can be said to be the major 

: spring board of the National Pa rty of l:Jigeria : (NPN) united 

j. by their ~nt to create four more states inamely, \..Ja:wa I . 
·• (or ' Enugu) state, Cal.ab-a.r/Ots:qja (rrr Qua Iboe) State,. Kcl~ina 

I ,. 

State and Kogi Stata i~e. twc in. th€ Northern States and two 



I 

I. 

I 

I 
\ 
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14 
in the southern state s of Nigeria. They vi~rously fought agAinst 

i 
!the r efusal of the ChA.irman of thG Oonsti tuent ·Assembly, Justice 

Udo Udoma , to write these States into the new Constitution. ' . 

Right inside the Parliament Bui l dings 9 they not only discussed 

·'the mechan.iJ3m for the creation of n<J\¥. states 9 they also agreed 

, ,~ ;to constitute themselves into 8 political party. They fought, 
. 
>they rightly too, that if t he;y c :t.:rmot create state s a t the 

' : i~floor of the Constituent As s embly 1 they should mc:>bi.lise for 
t· 

':•; power at the state and fed eral l evt::ls ·Jhat i s , a t both 
. ,., 

J; logislative _and executive l evGls .of government by October 1979. 

. I 
'I 

It should be borne in mind tha t the creation of s,tates is 

. ·If not only basis for the formation of lifc-ttional Par~~:of Nigeria 

(NPN) wh?t is bei~ s aid here is that thi.s iss:ue ·'turned out . . 
·.·' ' . ; 

' . 
. to be .the catalyst,. _tb..e tnke off point . fo1;<: a union of men and 
·; ; I 

I 

' women ,.,.i.th the .p.ame 
. _:( ;•. 

general oriantati·ori as to the future and 
• < • .., . ·~.: 

~ the fi!Sthodp.l~gy 
I . 

o~ _the g?verrunent'<or Nigeria. Natur9.lly, the 

members of the Consti'tuent- ·Assembly ( Cl·:i~s ) in question were .. 
:: ;j.. n regular politioal oontact with thoir respective peoples, 
' ! ,, 

they had been talking to ~hemselves and had been making up 

· their minds ;t-o work together collo cti V8ly wi thine one 

1 political friUilaWork, namely, a political party. The issue- of 

I' 

State WaS thli) .fQrmJU beQ.ig for poli tica;J_ action among I , 

themselves and by themsolves. Th-3 assertion that the .c. A. the 

House or ·-uw , .foundi:ng fa.th~re of the s ocond Republic, is the 
i 
I 
I· 

i 
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1.5 
mat ernity of the National Party of Nigeria,f: should not be 

.;: 

'questioned, there is nothing wrong with deciding to form a 

!Political party and to work together for the good of e~- new 

!Nigeria right at t~e floor of the Constituent Assembly which 

i f will initiate the fundamental law of the second Republi,c, 

l there was also nothing wrong with the decision1of several 
l I . 

. (MCAs) to bring together the . various associatipn to which they 
1 

· {~elonged before coming to the Constituent Asse!pllly -~?OJ1. 1 i 
t r . ' { . l I 1 ' I' 
I tennina.tion of their work. Aft.er all, this Assembly was · the 

·I first open forum for national dialogue on the nation~ .politics 

j of Nigeria, since al~an on ,political partis was imposed in 
f 

r 196h. They ~eized the time to build confidence in themselves 

and to procE?ed frQm there to erect a strong ];lolrt-.te.al party 

which would 'ftake .over wwer by October 1979 through ltallft oo::cp 
r .. . . . 
l Many 9f the meniQers of the Constituent Assembly t~d out 

to be lea<ting members .-r the · :pa.Pty aild of federal Cl11<1: s~a"'e 

' • • ft government.!a ~ tmd after October 1, 1979, of tl)ese, :~d 
',, .. . . . I 

.. t he most · u~rtant- i.s- ..Alhaji Shehu Shagari, th~ P:tresident and 
.f I .-.. -_;'~ t COIIliila.nde-~ ~~o.~ o-f' o£ the 

'I. -..;--~ 
_ ... '( 

.lamed Forces o.f the jed,~ra.l 1 ReJ?Irlhlic 
4 I I I . 

of Nigeria. · ...a~ aPJ)Qintoo many of them into his cabinet. 1, SOllla 

I became specW a<brUer& to the Pros:l<ient and others were 

' . .r appointed into Clla.i=aoship and dicj;,toxshJ.p <>!" .<>ouncUs, l>oln'll!4 

"' "~~ Cnmmissions., Among th~~ appointed by President ·Shehu 

.... - ~~ :1 .. ! 

·r 
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f hagari are ~ fcllowing:-

.1) 

I 
12) 

1- 6) 

Mallam ./l.d.amu ~iroma, former National ' s'ecretary then, 

now aa F~der~~stgr of Industries. 

Dr the Hon. Chuba Okadigbo, former Deputy National 

Secretary later Naticnal SecrotarJ of the Party and was 

spe..cial ~~ t.o th.G President on Political .Affairs .. 

Pro.f~ Iya .Abtjbakr-t r, former National Vice Chairman of 

' the NPN, Gongola State, later Federal JV"linister ,of Defence. 

again was Federal r1inister of Internal Affa:trs •. , 1~~;· , , 

l 

Dr the. ~..S~lv.ester Ug.oh7 e:x:~N Deputy gubernatoi'ial 
. • . ' • •I 

r I ' -

candidate for Imo State and then Ji'ederal Minis~er of 

Science and T&ehnology; .,. . ~~ ,, t il . 
r ·r ,1. ' 

I 

• Alhaji Ummaru Dikko former NPN National Administrat1~e 
I . ' ' 

. I 

Secretary and wo~ Federal 11i.nister of Transport. 

Alhaji Belle Mai tama Yusuf, former National Financial 

Sec.retar:f'._ .f.o:rmer Feciera.l JV"J.inister of Interna+ 1 Affairs 

apd was then Federal Minister of Commerc~; l~~~r ;' 

Late Dr Abubakar Usman, ·former P.s ;;; istant National 

Secretary and later JVI.ini8tcr of Stata in the r-linistry of 
I 

Exi{ernal Af,fairs. ' .. 
! I I, ~\.' 

'I 

Dr Emmanuel Y. Atanu, former Member of the Fede.ra+ House 
, ;· I 

of R~,ll:t'8~ntat.i.ves . and later Minister of St~te ' in the 
I . I •. ' 

F~dez!al Mixl.i.st..ry o.f Wate.r Resources. . I 'h ·~,~ 1 
1 I 1 1 

~ J J : 
; ,, 

I • . 

• I !I 
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. ~· .. ,,9) 
Cili~f Richard 0. Ald.njide, form8r Legal .Adviser to the 

' 
/ L 

~ ..... ; r- ?n~ty and late r was Federal Attorney-Qeneral and ~nister ,. 
... ; t 

·.· ... 

\i;; . ·~ 

!,. .... 
~:~-::~,:; 

• -r:.__ .. 

I ., ... 
'· · 

:l~ -· : .. .... t .~·. : : f~t 

~;/~~~~i .. :~!,_ 
~-~ y' . . . ·-'-<~· ' " ·, ·--

f~:~--. <; ·.. -!~ : = ~-~ :;·'" j -.. 

!• :-
·: -~-J~t.,~: 

r- ~; rt " 

. 
•. ~ 'I •• , 

... !-- , 

-. ,.: .. 

' ' ~ . .. 

of Justice. 

f 10) Alhaji .Asheik Janna , then l'r'Jini s t 8r of State in the ?ederal 

Mi~stry of \<forks. 
' 

I 

Alhaji I..A. Dan Mus a then !"'.:..:' niste:r: of in ,..;tlie Federal 
., 

·M:Lnistry of i?inanc8 and 
,._ i 

! ! : . ' ' ~ 

" ·r· ·.1 ··j· .. , ,., !I' !.I 

1 ;Dr K.O. Mbadiwe, wa s 
II '1 

the Spectal · Ldviser 
o - I t ' 

to l the President 

:io'n National .A~sembly 
, I 1 . ·rl. .• .· 

I' i 
I ; 

i ~ ~ , I }i!'li ~f"\'1 . • ,-: .. _ 

I 
•;t, _ I , 

Some· ba¢ama ~te Chi~f Executives or me~bers 'of the 

' Ca.blimet ·Or State Assembly man in thei::r s t ate s of :. or~gin. 

2) 

3) 

' -
are the following: '!' 

, ,·;:l.'"'a ji 'J;'atari Ali, Gove::rnor of B'luchi State • 
' 

i Chi of Mel.ford. Okil..o. r..ovemor <>f .E.ivers Sta.t~ . I 
I· 

· .. 1Uhaji jtdamu Attah, Govemor of K~vara State. 

__ ...... _ 

' ' 
;'lr Nw~kama Okoro-,. Mr C. C. Dnoh· an <1 .;.J.ha ji Kam Salem former 

• ,l t i ·- l ,I 

i I '; . I I, 

r:-~;;;i ~.b0rnatoxiaJ. .cand..idates for I rao, ..tillambj' ~ and' !Borno 
~ '·' ' • . ' < ' Itt ' . .. •. ·· · · ·~. r·· · 

s t ates' respectively; Alhaji Suloiman fi.uc.ix, f ormer1 ,D. ~"Ruty I ' j I ! :·1 

I I 't 

G¥bernat6ria). <landidate for Bor:r:.o ,. Mr Mvendq,"l. ' Jibo, former 
~ . i . . .: ' \ I ' .I I\ ; 
' ·• . i ' ' 

1 d~pupy National Publicity SBcrt: t iU'J a.nd later. O~flf.f ~l ~;~sioner for 
I \ ~ •. ' . 

' · Education, Eenue State. 
J -; 

•} I ' I 

:tiThe impact -of some of t he JVI!"!t; 1 s in the leg1sla tu :-e was 
1 • I f 

cert~inly "'vrt~ of' merit ')rio~1s notice . To "'it: Dr. 01\'.:5-oJ.a 
I 

I 

l# 
\rg\P 

,. ' 
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I 
I 
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·-·, . . · . 18 ,} . ;.if" - -
·:-· i{,ll .- . \ ,;{ _.... .r ~ ,;{ ' ' 

NPN State Chhlnnan, Kw¢.a ' State who "i;urs .. the leader of 
// . / . :;~~>:.~ 'fC 

Nigerian Senate; Hon, . ~nald - Etrebet of the Cross River -- -.... ·-. 

"tate, Assistant National Pinancial Seqretary, was Chairman 

the Public Services Committee to the Senate; Alhaji 1'1. 

ulkarim, a distinguished senator from Sokoto Stat~. NPN t' l ·) 
t•. 

so have · Alhaji .AbdulMa.shi, Assistant Na.tiona.l Publicity 
' I I , 

, Chief Whip of the Kaduna State House o.f · l:..psembly; 
I ! ~ d. ~~ I 

·Mike l;Jgwu Assistant Na tional Secretary ~ras ,a me~beJ: of 
f I . ' ' t I '!•f, ( ~~ 1j! .''" 

~ed~ral House of ReprGsentati ,;es and Chai:rt~l~'~of·~ -'~ ·ts 
. I rt 

WH.IUI~~ll.-(;C;I.-<>..imns Commit-tee Ohainnan and .ll.lhaji.1 MusaLAbmed are all • I I lf ' I !\ I 

from Bauchi State while .Alhil.ji Y. ' Pa.i~o an._·· P, .. Alh.aj_ i 
·' t . . I ' I 1\ ij .,. LJ··'' I 

i I !fi t' I~ J-

"ifi'' ...... ~(J.A,~ 't,ugar are laeding members . of · th~. Fiou1_3~ of Reprefi!entatives, 
. I . . 

as Chairman of ita a.ll iJnportent Comm.i ttee on 
i ' 

I 
c;reatj on of. states. . 1 • ' · I 

Among thos-e a.VPOin.tOO. to other important functions within 

system are the f~ll~Ting: Alhaji Shehu Malami, ehair.man, 
. ' 

I 
t•. 

on Bank, Mr "Ferdinand Eke, Chairm<1np l:.nambra-Imo B.iver · 
. I I 

n Develop:nent Authority; .Alhaji 3hettima Ali M1ffiguno., 
-. . . . . ·H ~;. \\ ,. 
nna.n, ~>Governing_ Council University of Nigeria Nsukka,; v-' 

' . II '\ .'1 " { '- .. ,tit 
. ,. '.~'~ , ~ - _I I ... ·,- . 

f ( Jer~!D~ .. ;rrdoji, Ch~nnan Governing CounciL Fe\lRra:p 
' I• • . l 

· 1 \1 ~ ' I, ti' I . t ' ,. • 

vel?si~Yi. qf.: :re .chnology :Sauchi? :~haji Mag.:1ji ~u' a_ zu, i former 
.. I '~ . r . t ,_ ~, . 

I I ' ' 

1V.u~4~~-~o.,f tthe. National Party ~f Nigeria(N.PN) :Be~:uc~ StaJ,e, 
• • · t 1, • ' I I'' •h_ •If I !ill! 1 

I 1 I I '1 ' 

~l?ocial· :.":lcs.i.-etant to the President ·for Gongql~J' ,.Alh:gi' • La-waJ.. 
-~ ~- . ' I i I 

' 

---
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19 
taita,. former NPN gubernatori<ii c-andida\e. f .or Kaduna state, 
I ~ 

as special assistant to the President f~r Kana ~'tate; Mr • 

• A. ~ .. 'd.ntade, · former assistant to the .President for Ondo stat~; ,., . . 

H.N, !:;lschi, State Secretary NPN lrnambra State; Professor 

~. n Nw .. ab•~eze, now Director/Secreta+y, .:Unitep. BFink for . Africa; 
.. , i l .;. • ! ~ . I I . 'I t I I -~ ... 

t(11.hajf .Kalama 1Ui, Assistant National: Secretary; I Col. 1 Hili:lry 
.. .. ~ • 1 . . . ' i ll 

jokJ. J~d ··Barrister Ozoemena Oeyali, :'Jheirm~m, ·Ni~erian Cocoa 
· I j J :l I 

I l '!'.\ · . .~.1: . 1l 1 
. ' -\ • j •. t! •1 

I I 'l 
' I~ 

of the J11CAs stuck to their professione.i 'iguns where · 
j T ~ I 

pillars in their respective rights. 1 ~ey include the 
.. .... 8,1 J I' 

yl r- • . 
following: 

''- .! ' ' '.1;{. 
.r1. ~ · : '( l . J 1 

Alhaji Jun.inu Dantata; lUhaji Nuhu B3.Dlali, Dr 
.I 

S~eimar.. Kumo 1 Alha,ji Turi Nuhammadu, ..:ilhaji N ~ I~a;x-attuddini, 
:t ! .' ~ \" • 

Chief .H. C •. Ogboloruku. Most important of all was ; 1the fMt that. 
: i• .t _f, 4 t I. 
t·· ' • 

~t tife Wt'~~ ~eft their imprint on th<:: Party. tt ~fas ,! t~ , their 
I l .. t I ' . I 

et.n·_;. u lcredit that today, Alhaji Shetiina 1:.lli I1_ong)l!lo had 
. I! 

bec'Ome1'. the d0puty national chairman ·of the ~ar- ty·r·.·. w_ bile the 
~ i ;( i' ' 1 ' I I :: 'I t ·~;!(, ~t '· 

amaia.~l~ )Alhaji i1lhaji S1lleiman Takuma, ~'former 'iNational 
f I i . I . 

{ ' • f I I ' :1 .t! 
J ,. '.' . ' ' ' 
~VJ1~c;t:t;; ' S.e-cret.~?XY \. as the first gen~ral,ly : e,J,ec-p~d1)lational HJ ' i , \ i II C 1 ' 

• I ~ I 

~;: ·~ ~_,·;,n11-tY of the HPN. l•lao Alhaji Bashir OthmM ·Tofa was the 
_,, ·_• · l· Jt ·I 
f , .. I f '.t 

Ni+-· ~p.l' .. .l: 1'Financial Sacr€ta.ry while the energetic• .l~lhaji 

. i"' -ill,l:-ilii ,l1damu was the .:>tate Seorete.r.r NF.rr Plateau State. 
i I • f I 

·:National Party of Nigeria, !lo wQnder, it has ·.been 
I; . 

. I .. f 

for~df'.ble. , !t eonsi.sted of men \<Tho have known :themselves and 

•' . 

,· 

1 r 

... 
!.f'· 

l.! . 

~ 
~ . - .. 
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confi dence in themselve~~ having lived 
;~ I ' -
~-

together, playe'd togethef 9 worked together, 

together and united themselves and their people in a 

pri.ghty stream of irresistable and indefatigable togetherness. 

vlhen the constituent Assembly of Nigeria .was dissolved on 
I. . ·' ., ,. ., 

I I • '" lf 
11
.: ' 

>Tvne ' S, !1978 the members of Constituent : .A.ssemnly , se~ ·into motion 
I . . ". ' II ''I .p ' Iff •· t 

't:t~e :~echanism for the cstabli.shment_ of a . po~i~.;i.c~:' ~arty 9 they 

! 
·f ,[I,· , . t i·' ' • · . ~- i.~ II, ~ · , 

'- j \< j .. ' - il 11 ' ,, ' 

t.,q v __ ·en_ t::-~lio~e..;1and:~'c~msulted ' with their people,!, rb,~M s_,e
1
.j; i,·u.p 

>' I .-18 i'! . I < .. '~~ ' ' ! " r!) ':;.r .t, ·,, . :I ,. ~' . ' . \l I ill' ·•+ .Hil 1
' 

1, t· Pfmill.f1tt~F=l11 f;or II)Pbilisation v.:ithin their 1 res ,ecl~ive ; s'j;~tes and for . 
'" I ' l, ~ u~ I ~" ~ t ,J • 

• .f-1!\' ,. 1 I ' • I, .,,j ,( ·~ ,I 1 

g~Y,~sation of all the se states into one P91itical!lformation, 
'• ~ti .. ', (.J It f . • . I • I' I hi .f '·I'/'' . I 
• , . • ,.,.. 1'- I . 

' • f! ' ~~ lj G '' ' , \ I 1' ' ~ I 1[. il l
':tney:f1or):.su-orosseQ.: the length ,and brepdth t qf. :Nig"'q~iCl-, h•~ding 

... ··tl}el~J~~~tact together, with Drl Ibrahlm ·Tahir lof 'I', .Ba~~hi State, 
' \ . ~ , I I t 

·J !{ ! ; • 1 
I I ! 

1 

·a l me~ber of the dissolvod Constitu.:mt .t..ssemb1Yi
1 
as i a cer 

: . tr · 
co-o~1di,nating- protem General Secretary. The~ea:ft~r ' they 

I . . 

est,ab~ished st€ering committee on their various states. The 

next ~tep was to put these 19 steering cornmi tt~es }?J5ether, 
. '· . .,, II '" I j I 'l· 

indi:V.idually and colle-ctively, they met at ~ seve::r;alj! p lo_ ints in 
• I . ! I I 
I •l}t I :1 

Nigeria, ·prominently at Lagos·, Enugu, Kano .t' an<~JKa4'lma. Finally f " • ' . . . . • . 
I • ·• ~ 'c ' I l t I , 

' f' . . I . t• • 

t~~Y ~l?;'rs?J.red that each., steering committe~ ' ~f 1 f,.ac~ ' o-: ,,the 
' J • tr l" i . 

1 
•·' l 1 ~f 1,. t ~~~ 'I · 

rU;ne~~~e:q ~ ~t13-tes. of ,. the fede::r;~tion ~outd . e~eot · p ve men lfho . * '- ~ :. ' I • • -, ,,, h ,, . !. Ll il I 

. woul\L'·~_·._ epr.esent ' them at meetings ·,where a pq] i t:i;ca;l'!j:party :wOuld 
-~ !t 1} I • r - . . , t I • t ,, J I ~- i . 

t f, ( • . I I I • • ,J •. . 

be boP.l•. 1 To 1 do this successfully, it 1 \vP. s 1 nee~ss~rcr to 
I ' :,- "' . . . . I' ' ' ·, ' '!j IT ' 

'J ' . I 

es.tabliah ·some fundament a l principles 1 of agre~(:3nti ~:r;ld!. operation 

vivendi and modus , o~erandi. 'J.'his t{ley diQ. not and 
'I 

•I 

!I I 

,., 
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. • I I) 

that act, they- constituted vrha t was lm9wn. as, the National 

of Nigeria which i a ter ga.v e birth. to the National 
I -

Nigeria on Se ptember 24, 1978. I 
' Th5_s was notthe pla ce to hint out the mod"\ls vivendi and 

1>f the National Movement 9 suffice i t
1 

however to 
' ' 1 I 

I • : ! '. I . p I .. , t l <· . 
d,o...-m "'right l ~· (/ lti : 

. ' 
here the cardinal principles vf r a~.:H~fD1f:lit .~ 

Eq~ity between individual, irrespec-t·ive of1 age, .1sex, 
J • y ' ' ' { fl II 

social. , . 
.l s~ 9-~us, . class, 
I ! 'j 
~ ~~ality among And autonomy of 

religion or political affiliation • 
' . . .• I i 

• . ,., ' I I •, f 

the ' variousstates lof ·the 
i .. 

foderation~ thisbeing cardinal to the operation.: of: the 
. I I! It 'j, i 

J 1. \ ', ,, ! 

, q;v s. te~. ·~ ; ·_ ·: J- , _t!r:.li~1,' · 
1 

(; • 
1 

•; f I ,t1 I : ~ 
) FJ I. I I ' I •!u 
lJo.int raqtion by individual and sta t e s for 1 determination of 
I .· fi"• I I t I '. ' 

• ~ 1 i i ~ ' 

I '( ' l . ' t ' ·I I I 

4Rj3 ject,i?ll'< ¢ rell.gious bigotry· and 
t .. • + 1 . I 

:a:e_ ~s~- Q_f · i~equali ty and an;Y\o/here in the f 'e j eration.,, _'. 
I ' I .. , . I ' ' 

rGligi0us?'corfrontation 
I I • J Ill' _q 'i{ 1,, ; I 

(of ~ type or description. i, t .1 ,_· 
J IJ ~ ' • 

}Na~ipna;J.. . unity, peacG. and stabili ty• 1-li th good g9,({~rnment 
: I I I ,"{-~ ... I I l , :f_ , ' I , 

J. •• 
~S,s ;goal, where the party should serve 

I ' t·•t 
as ,-a , pas~f 1·~1 

I 

tipa~rument for national integration. 
'• 

t h' 1 1 ! f H 
t. ' , t· 

· Th~ - 1supremacy 
f I ,- • 

io !. i '· ' . 
1.: ~~iu.s . popui~, 

ISui?:r;,eme l aw. 
' ·! t· 
. ' I 

of the people democra tically expressed. · 
J I ~ 

I \ . 
suprema l ex, the will o:f the pe~p::)..'e is: the , 

In -s pite of this gene r al agreement 
t ' 

f.or ElXpansion. 

.- f 

·'P 

.. 
!~ 

~~ 
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,to include all includable t o cement a l:).. the _cementabies. But 
(; l 

; ran is human. According t o Shake s pee.:re 11 to f~rr is hl!Unan and 
• I 
I 

.to forgive is divine" so be it. 

On September 24, 197 8, the Ne_tionF<~ Party of Nigeria was 
I 

soon after the ban on political p.?.rty activitiefi! was 
. t ,\ _,·, . 5 . ' 

. j, I • I fl I bY.~ the' Federal Hili t ary Go-;;:er nmEJnt on S,'pt ~mber ·:21;, 
\(i 'r , ._ • f I 1 ; 1 J , 

8.. f. 1 ,.r_pp'e :fiational Pr...rty of Nigeria e.:ly~nc c d ,. t omf t 'h'f National 
,. ' t i L ! II 
.r l J 11 • 'f I 1 1l 1 

1 
' ' 

1tMrwom~V:+ · 9ft~~i~eria . ~flace of bi:z;tl? was 1·
1
satetl' ~ e1· 1p~~ ~{J i, 

-t .... ~ ~ J\ 1 ·1 •· • 1 
• • 1 · ,·. j.;!,. rJ:\!, 1J'It :1 . 

1 •I ' , 1 1 W • r 

u ..... uH.ta.R.'lN .;_Road·~ Lagos, the home of . ~he Con~ti tueil,t1li ~'i:~fiemblyl: members 
\ I I • •I II 'i 

' ! lt J 

' ·t i ·r ·' 
I. I ~ ~fib f I. I 

·A~ ·, ;~~ , flag of National Party of Nigeria .. choTe1 t~e ;colours 
~. ·'f. ·~ ' I i f • , . I 

~ • of · Gr~~~,' whi:te and blue. Green was for :ilich vegetati~n ,' as 

' ual 1gestation of food and agriculture, which is . the mainstay 
·! . I I , 
' ' . 

of ith~ ·popul.at.i.on wi~ for poace. For . the National Party of 

geria want to, -establish concord and harmony and ;to abolish 
£ , ! I 

I . 

• -:Blu~ for love among the members, ci tize:r.s ,_ of, .th~ .. ~~epublic, 
~ 'T ·· , ~ ' ,.1 ' t J. 

P1o~~~~ ~~~ A.frica and · i~deed among th~ ~e<;pl~. ~f :·t~~~: world • 

.!J.~:? .• \h~ }~mblem the NPN ohose .food :-:1.nd. shei trlj' ;~.~ ~:Ym~ ?,lisoo. . 
I.. l i ' · ' • 

I <p ~ I , o ' I • jl' . 

~. ·'. d hous.. e. Hpse .::UJ.d brevity, · the NPN. i aV.f. P,h. ?Sfl ii.~O . 
1 'I i' • ' ·\: ' I . r ·r· I; l'! ~ \ l t ~. ; t l t . , • " 's' • ! .. f f. ~~ ··i· ' 

eat~ /this mission · through two broad putli~~s, : 1
,' ·)l,jlit-l;.~ ~~~~~ 

I ! ~ . ,·: I ,. 'l'' 
The;,aims and obje ctives of the Party~ . ·'; i 

1
' · ~~ r. 

I' ,!1 . i • ,J j: I 

Thet Resume of the manifestoe of' the NPN for a : mi~sion must 
\ 0. 1 • I 

I . . 1 I I I ~ • • 

f\ave.~ aims. and objective s as well as a programme • o.f aqtJ.on. 

·, '!•, 

' •I 
I . ' 

.. 
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'.Be.cause NPN thought that all· ·Ni.geriam( should own their 
. . '? 

and should wake u p and rest !in .peace in their 

ouses,' away · from the scorch of the SliD a.nd the dis asters of 

confrontation with na ture , maize, because it is the •common food 

li.LUIJ.U.,uat.or ·~s agricultural i t~m grown in a.ll . parts ofi the country. 

~i~~.~ of National Party of Nigeria lest~y 'ch~s·e ~~~~ ~~~~·tion . 

i ' I " ' .'· 'I , I ' ' I 
f~~rf,ny<~because they believe in t~~ erec~ipn ' 'P~ 'fne strong 

. t ~ ·l ' 

~sna .Jj~.t dynB.mic a nd progressive nation. '~~e·~:~·qev.I~~-Of!Il~nt in 
;. . I l l I;. . I I ; 1 ·I ... 'H~·I . \l r t ' ; • :Jn. ' 

ch all Nigeria feel equal and are t:r:'eate.ll. ·~ q\].a~lYj ~ •lilA nation 

l '·. I I I I' I ., \ ! ' . I I f 
~ . ' _f • . ' . • I 

astj i~, ~h~ !~raxis of li,berty and uni teO. by tl\e o~~C?,n/_bonds 
t • ' f ~~ f ' . 

nB.t.,i~~ism land patriotism. The perceptio1 ·'of 0~ ID~stiny 
I . ·. ~ f ~ ' . I' I tl .... i ( )I 

all~th~· ,people within the nation. · i . : · '·· ', !'( . :,· · ,,,·.~ ~~~~di ' 
'

11 <-i \~ J' . l • I. I~ It ,-1, n{l I . .~ . r· 1 I :L t ,, . , \' 'f '· !~; 
.2 i THl!: ~STRUCTURE OF NATIONAL PlulTY OF NIGERIA 1 ' ·l "!' Ji .f h! 

· • J j t I . I ' 

t 'I ' ~ I I f 'i " 
J.'~ i 1Ne.tion&l Movement was formed in Jul;y- 1978. ( Thi.s .mo~nt 

I) . 

' I 
I , 

1 
I 

1 l t ' 

converted into National ~arty of. Nigeria. (NPN) on . September 
t 

19J·.~ ihaving captured power at 
.· I II ; .I 

States and, FedEfral ilev;,el 
J} ! 

! lt 
more·: tp¥ ap:r othc:r political party in )~;Lgeria, ·wr, RS~~ what · 

'. f ~ I J . ' t i ' , ~ ~ 

make •NPN '' tick? There were six major i terns. in the ,structure 
• j 1 • ' I ~ 

I . I .. 

of• the ~ation~ . Party of Nigeria.. 'I'hese are; "i i ... ,.[; :, 11fi i~'j;U I I 
. ,_ •l 1; · . . v . .· , 

1
qr . 

;. :r I I, I in 
, The motto of . the NPN whioh po.s..i ts the sW:r.:b;t=J, oft 1 +~ l>a:r~ 

'p' ,, ' ' I •!tl ,N ·-
(. ·.~ ~, ,11 , j ~ 

" l . I I I 'I i ' I ; . ::, I :I ~~ (!' 1!1: ·~. ' 

basic!n i' tiqnalt ~ri~t~e~ I ~ .I I • 1 ' 

\: I, , ' . . j, 

'1, fu~'&ermg Of .food .:!Ild Shf l t e r -. 1 I ~~~) ;i;n·'nl~f: 1 
1 

' I I ' I '·t 'I .J· I 
I ' I ' . ·~ 

The flag o.f •the party which "' a ? greez,. , . wllite and blue, 
. ' .. I I '· I •' 

.. namely,. One- Nation,. · One Destiny. 
, t • I 

: (a~ '·' ~e: symbol which I locat.ea our 

·J ' I .. 1 ' i II . ' 
dano1:.illg v~'tation, pe~· ana. :~ l.ov:e. · 1 NPN rcylso ; 

I I I~ I 

: 11 t ''I ,, t 
1 .~ j_ j I t 
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a resume of 
. ~!>, 

~ -11 '0 ffi "l'•; 1' 'c.!=: i··" · -•·::- ·t • ... ·:.: "'- ...... •n ... :..t. ....... oc;,, _ _~L._,_c;.. ,_. . •( :/" ' t. }! ·~ ~ ·. ~ ·~ t 'h. ~ ,.io 
·' -.;._ ., 

provided resume of the manifestor€s 1979, thes~itmes do 
l . 

constitute the first dim2nsion of the struct~re of the l~f. 

The ·.second dimension concerneJ. '~i th the reflection of the 

' I I '' 
the Party, in the . 1omBositi1on and 

( I ' ' I l;t:' I jl ' 

of the Party yh~pt~~ In; ~~.~ i1h,n· cg]l~~~~~ti on of 
. . .! ! d ~~· 'kt~ 11. ~~ IJ, : 

~e!ines "feder~ ch~ayter'~ I ~~· ifefW~ l ~f !the 
' • . I . l '111· i !J~~h,· 

and the NPN c;:~msidered,_ ~- ~.se_ lf_ to be a 
I ,'I . l •, · I lto~ ' .. lf '· 
I - I - Jf l I 

national EKecutive !Commi tt~e ·· and .. ' I I; . . . I I ' • i- J f• .-, \ - " ~ I 

!l ecting senior Party officials the N.P.N deoi,de~ \:tC?; reflect 
t tj~';. . ' ,$ .. 

j' t~e . f.ederal charac.ter right from the b~gi~n~~ :. This rule 
~ I. i I I I ' . I 

l'f.a~ 'applied in the 19 states, where this. ch?-I"ayter reflected 
~ ! 

governments terms, 

vic& .nh~n, one for 
it 

there were fo~ ~x~~fe !~ ~~~~tional 

each state, by , :f::hi~ ; o,~e1. , l~!the 
I Ill 

q~uality of 
!• . 

every single state of Niger~ir i '_n thei.r 
- t·, . I r· • ,., 

. '' i ~ I ~ ~ ' 

the 1eadc.rship of th~ NPN }'la.r I i~;i;r_yn~:~~ 
I I . f; ' 1\ I ' 

·'"'x. e. cutive_s which has ,as m?.:r:zy.' ·state v~· ·ce1 ,_c .. hai_r __ m en 
!"' • I I '.1• f'l ' 6 'I '! 1 ' 1•1 iiT 

I . . •I I i l ! II 1 t i 
' ~ I I t , , . . I ) J 

1thera --were .senatu.i:.4J, di~trictsi a~ d.eliminated by . 
;:· ~ • I i . I .. ' ; I·' t ' ,, ·! !j !1, • 

•I . I ··~ . i ; tj 
Right down to the grass:r.;o

1
ots, ,. ,·this · 1:Pff.~~~ple for 

. I . · : ' I. I 11l' l''l 
integrq.tion wns turned to' loca1 i ci?C.\l1Pf!~rnces, 

. . l 1 . I I ' 
. 1 I J ! 

to accommodate group interest, .. a~t s.oq~~l~~cal 
I 

''f I f I 

I • • I 
breed party of the rich and poor ' ~en 1 1and women 

' . 

in 
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25 I 
y0ung and old. The. party went out to locate men of fibre 

·.'! 

!integrity to blend men of / 11 timbe:r: ·and calibre" and young 

radicals with old reliables. 

There concerned all the candidet es of the NPN , to 

all legislative and executive offices of t .he father land. 
~ 4-, 1 ., ' 1 \ 1 l, . 
T.Pe' National Party of Nigeri ::> . W3S the first party to 

a master li st of 

ltgain when the oro~ !"l•)Tn l nae 
1 

II l li' 
j~JII~:;n. : oininated pa.pers '· for presidential canP,t' dn.tes t · a.n. d. their 

" , t' , .• , . • 1,, . r· . 
~- i ; ~ ! . ~ 1:'-

r' t 1 t •- · 

~ng mates. The NPN was the ,first r o· 
1
?ubmir. . }'lhile .the 

. ' \ rs'h.i!p of the four .political\! p~rtj.rs 1, 11: n~~. l;v.; I Unity 
•I ,'f ·' i •:, ' I ld II ~~· \ l • I i, ' I ,. 

·~f Nigeria (UPN), the Great l~ige:i:'ian Peoples Party 
., I I • I 'I 'E' . . ·; 

~;j~GNf>P )., , the Niggri.M PeOples. Party 7 :N""PP, and ' lastly 
lj ,· ! I I ' '· l.i ... ' ' . . •. , l 
~~~eoples, Redemption Party, PRP, were fermenting an 

. ~11 • .. . 
I· -\ rJ 

~ ~~ alliance designated to stop the NPN, the party officials 

the nomine.tion papers of 
1
.Alh'aji Shehu 

I • I ~ \ I 

AlGx Ekwemc. Accordingly, the 
I .. 

.w,!l.e~;r~ve., good · home work again. 

\-ras t he first· tQ 'rep-eiye ·FEDECQ 'I .,, ,, ' . 
. . I I ; . .J , t 1 ~- ';{J 

' , •• 1, 

It' :~s. l?g~c~l;)j apd fiar 
,. ;,'} .\ ~~ ,. 

the first in s~cc~s ~ fr:t .ifq~~,i:H-eration 
~ ·II!· r 11 '; 

held betwe.:;n l:< July · ,
1
up ·~d·iJmgust 11, 1 

· 1' 1 , ~·~~· •· ., I t···.,l 
I .1 .! ' li \; IJJ'•' ·'li•i '!. ~~. ,,. i.f! I II • .. -} :.. 'j r_t 

• t ~ ~ I, I · I , ~ 

brilliant roc.ord of harQ. work,'!: good work md 
J ! I . 
. t 

.:.! 
f 

'i 
7 • I 

t :t 

'I 
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of cap.didatc s wa s _a machine, the 
, . i ~~~ .. l 

who made up the machine •Ras t the fifth 
' '1 

documentation of the , strUcture of NPN ~ 

\'Te notewi.th pride, the existence of important 

' a+l · 0ver states and federation a t large and; the p~rty 
' . I - ;. . 

:··.·· ! ' • ·j' l ... 
ed, and experience men f .or prpper ; mi~~!lg . and put i 

' ' · 1 I··. · 

professionsl~s~;~~n 1' pr.Q.er ~· t.o 
. jl ,, • II I· If' I ' ' 

. . I.'\ • II~~ I 
's ·sophistication. ·; The •c on t'ributJ.fqn 1~:f' the 

•! I ~lj' I 11 I ll( I ' 
1 
{ I . , ) l~ I 1 ,, f~ ~ : 

Dr J ~ S. Tarka the s;tr;n~~in~~'};pf ·~; tl1e . middl e ' , 1 PI ;:!'< ~·· •!:1 
, I• • .fl ,.f ~~ • 1 I I I 

l~:a!lbYJ•;'.MS·~·~h~anship of the Northern st ering I r ommi ttee 
• I ' • • !1 ' ' 'l•i I'' T'T' ' . l ~ . ': .. !,'· ~I . •: 

.,._;;,n.,.acoa.,l,tatives from the 'l'EN no,rr · e~ states ,of 
·, · 1 1 J ) · ,, 1! il" 'r,:,.. iu il1, . ~iger:ifl:f.l,i_iff1he,twas · a j<prud'OBllt per. sonalHy 'of I, elloifi!L Orth who 
I I j ! 't''r I •Ill,, h il•. 
J I _, . -. ~ J . . - J •'· 

pori t.i cs ~nd for I the · ~~~~be:dy,-1. ·~ ~: ! }he 
I· ' I I ; p·· I 

:.au~P+~ty;..~el.ements · in the old ·north. N.S. as i,hy -.w~~1 · ~a~].ed f onl 

' i 

was the 

at his funera l 

~Y. the entire na tiop, 

.,. 

t estify 

h•i 

~. 

i 

~\ 

· \'las a democrat !in the north 
i ·tl .~. r t :· 

of 

It 

:~Th ,, 

' ! 
. J 

;._ r-4 

!. 



,-

1 

I 
\ 

------------- ----------

i I ~ 

27 

to. the formation~ org :mis<?tion an d ·.success of 
,.,: -

·>f· I 

Also,. in. t 'he structur e of the National Party of Nigeri a ; 
' 

. . . . . 

party 

of the .:?arty i n the nB.llie of Chief · 
" 

vTC\S born a t . Jbad:~.l} , q!,l August 
• I ; ' 'I . ;l ~ 1 1 !I ~~- i ' . 

1 f it l · ; f I , 

London Sc:!:Kol 1oJt ,.Economics and the 
l l j . , 1 t I .. 
·I ~ I ; ~ I 1 ., • i >i tl' ,, . . 

Akinl oye_ ~~.'? S a l a,\·TY~. f j''b.·y:l· ·profession, 
~ I I : ' ' l J ' I I i ' . I j I. ; I dl; ... , 

management ':lnd · politick~_· ng l,n,eeds not 
' I lj . ; I 

1. II . •J I 
• 1 , ~~ .. · n ... ;, ! !1 'l:i tt ,, . . ~~ ~ 

party Secre tariat in a~ , era, of ;election. 
\ f,' i. ' 

vital operation was Nall~ · Adam:U : c~;oma, the 
I 

and late r General Manager/Managing
1
:1Dlractor .of the . ' I I' ·•' , . ' ( ;n ! 

.New Nigerian. Newspaper, JJ.damu Ciroma 1vas su_bsequent_!LY,ij Governor 
.. !l t ' j'' I F '' 

• J '! il .~ ~ - . I I., . :. ~It .l; 

t ; th~,-1t ci~~;al :Bank of Nigeria. There 'ilas ~so·'l th~ :. d,eputy 
, I •;.~ tf r , ! • " f •i . N ., , Jr;.} .. ~ ... , ; 1 • : H• 111 t l .. 

N.1tioncii ,Secretary, a seasoned technocrats, "Vjers,ed in1f the . 
j il I. . ~ . I ' . ~ 

;:rJfii~ariak~.Jt.~p-f•l d~mocra.tic ond fisc 9-l o,r~. ens , ',1 ,1 D.r_, ,,.,:Ch~~'1 !l ~_lfadigbo, 
q · " l I . . :! I'•J11t I~ lrl 
' 1 . . ,-f 1 •. 

·a;gsooiate·:JP.t>ofeasor of •Philooophy;
1
lat ,: "Ghq_lt Catholic 

:I I j J I ~ - ~ 1 ~~ 1 H ~~' 
· I · • I ' . , ~ . ' ' ; ' ·I ,, I. 

ty.lpf,, Ameri ya and Howard ~ni v~rl ~it~ ~o~h , '! rh.·•W.fr~ington 
: ·'I tt I' ·1; 

Dr ,Qkadigbo the Assistant 
1 Nati9~~ i;,S1~ 1r,e1ary wa s. 

I I I I 

by many oth~r competent :pers~ns, ·· F,ll~f' ; ;-~p~m are 
l'. I 

te '~ . .U$man a graduate of the University 1 of Ibadap- ,,and of 
"I ' • 'l •-! r . I , 

lli~s .Colle~, Messachussetts and J . ' 

I 
. I 

! 
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'1~ng Northern Nigerian Government, h,e was ·also a Senior ' ·{. ,. __ t . .~ . 
J I .l. 

- ;tpct~rn"':' in Economics at the. Ahmadu Bello Uni vers~ ty Zaria, Dr 

Usma!!- \·Ias. also a member of Constituent Lssembly and was Minister 
j.'f 

of State he was lissistant National Secretary of. the Party. 
··. ;_• ; 

\" ~or· ·~~l~ci ty,, the Ha~ional Par,ty of Nig·~lfa .~der its 
L t ! . . . ~ c 1 t • .- i. ;· '1 I !' I t I . 

#d'".L:!-11\lftl. ~f e,cret~.iat under the ler·n:lership of 1 i is · Pt,I't?lic r e lations 
' •. I • (I A ' 

' I I, 1 I_ t!J 

Suleimr~n Ta.kur.l!l.. NHtional :g-\Ibl~city 
, • 1'. f . H· ~ ~ ~~ ,. ··r 

J' -~ . : I , I f Hjl 11 •tf 

,tfi·¢ .. pe. re was Mvendaga Jibo 9 formerJ pol~t. i'cal
1

')~ditor ··.n I.,. . · . · , ;! 1 i ~1 · l\~ t lh :; · 
1'~~1i!Ji4.e!'l ·~igerian ·News pape;rs and the Sunday · tibnes ~ 

. ,. ,. ,, · I I· · . 
•• J •' I ; I ' ,, I ·H II 'I ;! . " I . 

Jt:Llll<"-le.1 was. .also Research Centr8 or Dep~:p::tmen··. t l!h. ,eQ.ded by 
, . • • I : i I r . ·.II' ,. ~~~ ,. i tt I 

I l' ' , 

Chairman of I the 1 Cpmmit.:te,e ·produced 
I . J ' I ' I " . 
I , · l' ' 

' . 

worked on the manifestores ·and 'prepared for 
I I ~ I ' , ' ' . 

thel;'eby 

It 
:r. 

~he ideology of the party 
t . ' . . 

~ . .~ 

.., 
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Ciparty, tha _party was neither fow!ded ~~r rail-roaded by 

in the NPN. 

·i 

I. 

i, 

.... 
: ' ;! 

!l 

I 

I 

i 
I 

I It 

t~d 

" " ... 
I 

f . 

\ 
i. I 
~ I 

·(¥ 

..,. 

. 

I 

i 

: 

" ,· I 



r 
\ 

\ 

\' 

\ 
I 
I 
I 
I 

----------

I 
I 
I 
I 

\ 
I .! 

I 

\ 
I 
I 
\ 

I 

I 
\ 
I 
I 
\ 
I 

.... ~~ 
e c :;:;;:;;:uzamz;:; ,. 

JO .:~~~·!.·_ .. , 

I" 

/1,N, 139LAJI:. . . CONflPITUTION OF FEDERJJ/ REPU13LIC OF NIGERIA 
I ,, . 

;. i-' (Elii..iCTMENT DECREE) 1979 ALSO SEE NIGERIAN 

CONSTITUTIOH 1.:'13NDH.r~NT5 DECRKE NO. 10~. 1919 
I 

I, 1 _I 

;, 1' 17 : .. t, • i ,,·• , I •; 
... I '· ~~ , , t· ~· · 

J,t): f I 1 1 ~. 
I I . "!· I 

. . . I ' ' I I t .1 
Introduction to Nigerian Gov,ernment and 

' I • I ·I·'· ·~: I I' '.1' 1 I r ~ t 1 
I ' . 

Politics (Macmillan Publisher Ltd') first · 
• '1 j tJ ~ o t II • 0 E:i 1 ... • ' ' 

~dition 1982 1 ; · I 
I 

.I 

The Mission of the National Party' nf NjSYFia 
I ; ''·i I . 

(E.iike R._ Nwaclw) l..ssociates • . ii'' 
~ 

I! t 

'I' · tfmius'RA ~k ~ )'j 

Dev elopment in Nigeria Ideology in 
• I ·I 

.. . · I 

Sunday Ne~ Nigeria Mayl '24, '• 1981 
. 'j·· ,t I 

~ T', t ·I 

The Nigeri:m Citizen's Guide to Parties 

' ' ' ·I {f ; ":I t . 
Politics •. Leaders and 'Issues. •A Daily 

. ' l ' I li. I . •I' 

: Times Publication Eleetiun ~~. 1 . 1
'1 t:t' 

I .• f 1 •j l I , I lll)! 
i ! I I ! '\ l .. I , , • ij It l 

formation, ,political ideology: and power 
I . ,. 'I . 1 ' I , ' ; I ·1 • \• • 

-v'-"'v~un..,.• ••~·~-~~~ 10, 1986~ • ' ~ l '~ j 

l ; i , " J I 1. 1 i ~ J, 

' · f I i y f \JI 1'• 
I" i • 

'i 

it . 

• II 
' I 
t ' · 
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.CH.APJ:ER THRES 
..: 

}.1 , NATIONAL PARTY OF NIGERIA (NP]'J) .iJID 1979 ELECTION~ 

The elections ,,,ere crucial precess in the Nigerian political 

sys;tem, if the second Republic was to be defined as a democracy, 
' 

were thl: technical mep.ns of ensuring popular 
l ' 

wer0 the spe cific m0th od 

guiding principle, 
I' I 

of realizing govBrm-
.: I · ' 

.wd for the people if g ove:rnment ·W.'i!.S :1 to ·be both 
' . - : jl II I ''· ; ' ' 

· ·I ;!' 'I · 

and resPOnsive. than again tpe ' 1979 E;l~~tion was · 
,· ' ' 

1
' I :I• iJ{. 

people can relate t .o their gqve±:nment and the 
I . I' 

I I (• t \, I 
the people. Jill~ finally, if ~ m~J.·ority;rule was 

' : ,t~ ~··~~e{~:L ·in 'Nigeria, only election CAn esta~lis~ 1 ,.~at that 
r1 ~-, ~- '" I ·tt • , 
, '\; '- i • r ' J :· 1 

~a~ .o~it:y;•,w.as and register the wishes ; of thE? ·people. ' 
I .\ J 1 'i ' . 
i}U·~IWoting was the mechanism'\ by which citizens : were able to 
,· ·l' ! . II ,, . 
exprl ss , their interest and needs to their leaders .indeed, 

•· ,, .,_,' 
t1 ( 1 

Noi;.tng :IJlaY well b0 the only act througl:) 7 which most import:mt 
1!\i• } :• • ' 1 I 

, .t. 

• mQans of\ ·establishing legitimate gcvernment 
I t· I . . ( ' 

and exercising 
'\, I ,. . I 1 ' • ,., 

<PQP.Ular •control over the i::ation' s leaders. For all - these reasans - I 
' 

v/Oultl want t o know vrhat ~;;, s 
1
.at• stake in 

' ' • • '1- 'I ·~J: I ' 

\ ,, - ' 

It Has worth ·noting tha,t ~ ev~~Yil voter was 

.. . 

- • I i '• I ::: 'IJ 
in the elections~ ] : That' 't(as to say '' I .· I•, ' 

. - l!l 1:1, ; 

se~~ate corrsti,tl:lencl~s' as . .I ! f ' i i '! 

Eltery i Niger~anf.: citi~e~ may 
', ., . . ,,' •'I I 

I'' ' '~I 
I,' . 1 ~'I I . : ~' • "J, 

I i , · ~ . .l. ' J " I 1:. 
t .j ,, 

I t ~ l 1 t 
I , 
l 
j 

'I 

'! 
It Ji •! 

·I 'l. I , • 



... --·--- ~-

~ .. • ,} .o Jf:',, ur_ ~ .~ 

: I 

't 

-·· \"·· ·.·. 

J, ,. I , 

t '! 

! 

J2 

vot e for his/her choice of the _ chi~f ex~cutive. The President . . . ~ 

~ 

was the only elected official who has nation-wide constituency 

and every Nigerian belongs to th~t constituency. Each state 

was .als? a single constituency for pur poses of electing the 
I f ( 

sta~E? .,. gove:r:nof and every citizen regist?recll~s . a voter was 
r • (I • : • • , ~ . , . ~ 

t ! • • I • ·I I· . ' I 

, par.t ·of 1'that governotorial constituency. T e constituencies 
' l l ' t ' I I· ' J ~ I I ' 

o'f t~~ ' N~tiona1 ' J1ssembly were ,.o f two fo. ncl.rs 91 th~ fiP,use of 
:• :II . ' . . ' I . • I i . I II 
l ~ ' ' '; I I ' I 

Re~~~en~ati.ves, \·las bAsed on the pr.:j.f1Ciple . ~f :r e~resentation 
.• ll_ -,_ ' I ' I I I 

' . ~, • . • . , I 

ry ip9pulation· and every Nigerian voter belongs,. to .la constituency 
. ' ( ' 

, !( I •• r .~ . • . . . r . . 
o£ lr<;>.ughly 100,000 peopl G who r.~ ti.U'ns a deputy to 1office. 

~ . . 
;STATES 

Bf.tUCHI STATE 
,:_., 

B·. I \ \1~0 STATE 
,, 'l } 

~ I . . 

' 9 •. : 1 _'f!~.DlJ;NA STATE 
! 'J ' .. 

1 0~ l ilio ' STATE 
! I 

iWARA STATE 

l 

THE FEDER!~ ' HOUSE OF· 

' l 

Nill1BER OF SEJ~Tf5.'! I I 

I' 'I• i· I· 
II '•I 

29 :' ; ·1: ·I 

20 "' 

2 
I 
' 

18 

:· j :1 '24! 
1, 

28 ' 
I, i 

22 

30 · 

33 
l! ·, I 'I . . ' 

j I ' 

4p ' 

14 : ,!. ' ~ i ' l .i:,' • . 

' ' 

X 
t.; 



I bfitR . i 

~ , ~ 

~~ . 
iJ . . . l ~~ I 
:~if .: : 
;··· .. \ m~- ~· .. 'i'"< f~ ' t j'jl I t2,~ ·-'· ... ~ 

fio H I -.,\ -
I . 1' ; ~ ! I .,. .. ~":! · 

t ·' JJ 

r: •. 
STATES . 1.-iT.!TIBER OF SEli.TS I . 

-~ I I 12. LAGOS STATE 12 

.- l '13. NIGER S.TATE 10 
I 

t 14. OGID'J STATE 12 ~ 

f~· '15. ONDO STATE 
· ·t~ I 

22 
t l. . • { 

' 1~.{ I OYO STATE 
; t ' 

17,. _~ 1J'LATEi\.U STA'rE 
\ 

I ·I ! 

on the other1 hand was based on1 geographical 
. I'· 

rep~~s~ntation, so that each state was divided in~0 · five 
. '• . . 
consti tuencias .. 
' I 

x·eturn five-. senators. l:..nd ·fina;Lly · the state 

house of · Assembly consisted of thx\3e times the nu,mber of seats 
'.I I ' . ', I 
a~ that ·~tate has seat in the f~doral house o~ Representatives, 

j . 
·so .. ~h1 a~ the ·indiyidual voter belonged 

t; • ' . 
' . 1 

uency was one-third } of the 

f,eggsJ.at.i ve .qons-ti tuency. 
l . 

,~. 

' . . , . 

I • 

.. , 

•i 

' ': 

I 

•: 
\j l't t). . 

;, I ' ':"~ I 

'. i: t 

jl I 

.! I I 
' . I 

l_ 1~ 'I i i t 

l 
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'· it ''1'' 1'· ·Ji l. r,' •I 'Itt I 

1 
1'Ji•N.ATION-WIFE 

r -p11 H! :(.:d ~r: · ~. f1WI · 
' ',;1~ '! :j:,r 1

1 ,,~ ~~~i ~TATE-\VIDE ( 1 PER 
t~; , Jt · • 4STATE) 
1 I ;. ;,j 'l o I ~ !·tl ,{ 

'·Ji:rl ,'1 .~ !.ll.fj ~ ~~ T;rnRITORIAL ( 5 PER 
:! 1 · :: · ~ I·!. '~ST;!iTE) 
• ! ~ . , - • 'I , ·I .. f_! , 1' ,. d ! . I' ~·or . ···• ::;f:n REPRESENTATION . BY 

450>~ .• : ',! i:,', .'POPULATION (APPROX. 
· r . :, : ~~ ·!h !. !SEAT PER 100,000 
' . . ,. ' t . , ' I ' . t,'{)ll'lERS) 
1.,, · • .. r.' I' •·., d1': ,j I ' ~ ~t __ · • 

· . ol '· i•' 1 ', ,_I ~ '! ' 
' I' I ' . i tq' r . • .., 

. ·Hi~- . · nREPRESENTATI~N BY · 
1 ,350'~'-* 11;j!:._! ;,;_l l l_ '~J?OP.UL., ATION (WITHIN 

I' ' 't':, •Jti• ;'! rNniVIDUAL STATE). 
···k·~'•IH l j ' .r . 

. . '.i ,1• ''; ~ I t~, I ' f i~ :I 
44~, ~cause on~ S~.at \•laS' (?~serav~~. t~~ the future 

• •· I I . II 'l' 'I ~~_.'. ,,. ,., 1-' ; · .•1• ,,, t n · · 
' • , 

0 

, !: •; I ~~~ '..' ' ~j 
1

, '! 
~.\ , .. :l ·lrL \ (' ,, 

' . I • . I 

_ lr;,79, 1?,47 lwca.u&e t
1 
... ~1 :_e~ ; i aTs ~ ~r· ~~ la,f~ff~~ ; for the 

l. · ' ' · I .: I I l .. · 
sam_ ei Fe:de~ Capital T~~ritoj· • ! 1 · 1i! ~ i;i ll:'1'.ll.I :; __ !_,1 U ~f.T_·! 
•• ... 'I' I ' ' . n a~ .' ' ., •. II ,f.F, . ! 
1,: •• ' •• • , • ~ ,. , 1 ~ 'r ! 1 'tw · · 

w.as··.co!plllonly known, tpe 1979j ele~rU<m;~ W·~re1 the first 
. . I • It' .·····I' I I H' ! I 

J ' '- . •If . 
1.3 YE?I;U'S (apart frqm 1the L1976 l9ca.;t ;gwernment council 

I h · 1·1'1• I lti 
. • 1 ,., r , 

) · and in that time, the population' !comnos,i;tio.n of 
. ' i· I ,,, ' ~ .. ,, II :_. i 

' :~ . ' \~ • . ' I ! I I 

Since there was ye~· no up-to-date 
·j ;: 

~~ I 

.:1 ; I 
I; j ' 
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therefore an element of suprise to t~~ 1979 election • 
..... . 

h disproportionate number of Nigeriahs had been to the 

polls for the first ·time that year. The Hili tary .Government .· 

era meansthat anyone between the age of 18 and 35 will in f act 

n~vet ~.·fe(o. re , have voted, in addition, there iwas' man. y thousands 
. i '! 1(. . • : • . . ' I ~H ' ·i"-

f · ~. · ., '· s 1 ' f , •. A 

of , e~d~~S - "V~ters; who, due to dubious regist,at~-on, ,· pJ;pY.tices 
> j., K'. i~· f i . .:. I l ' .q ~ i .! . . ' 'I • 1;-
i]il <lthe'_. l!tist republic, have never p:r;evious 1Y. \ nartic.inated in 

r t :1 f F . · ·'' ·11 · 1t'/ •I 11J 7' I 
~i' til~"' t I ' ' , ij' j:J If ,,J.t:' . · .. 

. r~e :~d'EfO<ffa'Jiia el~ctions. Wha~ mig~t j the~f ~~~ IY~ters ·. decide? 

L .. q~L ,,, . . I! 'I HJ ·· '!f-·i'.l''' 
On ·1'4a;t •ba~s.. had they vot.ed? I 1 1 . · " . , 1, .1 ! 1 , ' ' 

. ' ' I ~ ~ I 

} i~~~!-.. vo:ting population oi ·ttfgeria was · pred;Q~tly young e 
t !fP 1 "'; • . - • i 

. r~~~ter~d voters. between 18 and 45 consti tute!l . ,6tfl/o' !of all 
' .,, J'l~ • t I 
I :1 .. ' ,· ' . 1 • I 

v.ot.e:ts · D;&'j;ion-wicie: How does young l'hgeria voted? More woment 
~~ ·f ( • .l I • l . ·, l .i • : 

t~~i ~. en ' vot~d. The votPr.s list~ show that . of 1Ni~ria 47.7 
. r I 

. nri-tJ{ p.n rogi£tored voters no less than 24.5 . milliqn, •we;r:e 
,. !I ! , • 

~o~en ]' ~ Had vomen voted for their particular . i~te~es~s or had 
J'f, .! 1J l • 1 

' !I 'i 
(· 

the wishes of thei.r t husba.P,ds( Had they 

Had 

•I , 
decision? 1 were 

.of'i•the question raised in 
t !,•i• 

. '·'l . 
of Nigeria. {NPN) in 197~ election. 
'] ' . 

'' 
:poli tiss· of' th . ' National 

I' . . 
.; I 
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The voti~ rights in 1979 democratic election can only 

be attainalbe under sa:tisf,qctory age 7 citizenship, ·and 

• 
· disqualified person •. ,. 

! , 
I f 
I- '· ~ , \ , . 

Age:- This is legally only about l1alf 1 pr I less of Nigerians 

· were entitled to vote in," ~ed~_ ra;::!.!', ~-l ~ 1 state election 
I •I I> ~ ~ ~ i I · i~ 

and by-election namely ·those'"j .who< "{ere 18 years of age 
•• 1 ' . I ! fj t ~ 

' /1 . -·~· '·I' , a • • 
' J I ) l ll .t' ~ 

• • :1 ( o/ }ft l 0 
• ~ 

and over. - .

1 

-· ·1 n 

' . J 

1~ ~rerequis~t~s lf i r 1: ~~erpl~~ng the . Franchice 

(right to vote) was posse~s~.~n·:.~f l~igerian citizenshlp, 
J '1- I I : '! •l! I 

which ma.y be : acquired by ' birth, '• registration or 

I 'I 
l!- 1 ; _1 ; , ! 

' I I • 
na.turalisation. 

' 
, I 

Disqualified Persons: Certain cat.egori:es · of person in 
I· 

. . ' 
addition to minors·-~ and non-Nige~ians ,.,.ere for 

., Gbvi.oua . :L'~a.s~s nqt entitle_d ,i to ivote some were 
. ' II ' , I j 

·excluded for ; r~asons "legg.J. · inc~p~city, i.e. 
• : t I 

• • , a.l · · 

, .. ~e:z:~on Vll}o acknowledge allegi-anvfe ·, J obedience or 
' " I . i ' 'II' . . , ,J. 1 

~ . &<;lft_erence . .-t; _o,;~ £_qreigl(!J.~ow.~lf l ~If Jr~a~e. · 
.-·' .1 r ~ ::~~ · 

we:;-,e -~'f~r , <fr~~· <;~J,lt~~,?et : a~)_ the _:;~~me _ of electi qn .. or 
' I . ' I 3: . I ~. 

ha;'e. i~en . di.sq_~a+~:fci~~ · for : ~ers~· , ,cop;~~t practices 0r 
·' J i I . . •. t •· II I . 

~ · o J 1 I 

J pthers ,.~e<;tt;:Jral offences. Still .others, Hwho had been 
'j' I . • •: I . t_ j f' I I· . I . 

' , . , ' I I Jtl 

;t e;z:t~;t,y.d i with ' ,ad!f4-.I4s~~~:t~ _,e~~9t+~!l8 . had not 
. , . . I 

I . ~ ' I ' : t 

,;voted f ..._e. , FEDEC0.,.9f~i?,~~~ ;el;ec.~~~ ::p{~icers. returning 
. .. , i. I l 

f-P' <>M ........,...,;A· ·-nf'£' ' ,: I '"' ,o ~~ce~a. i~ :;rr-:~~~~~.rr.r::.7..c~. :· .. , .t · ,, 

I 

, ·~ . ,-f . t,! ~· 't L .1 ;-:: t~ .. L.-.!. ;: · ~ f 

DL-'l •.r•.iS.~ ~ f.i.: ~~ ,:>ii.Z"i..~ltL~ , 

I , ;1 
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D~spite this law that prohibited the election by t.hose under 
{-. 

criminal sensences there had b~~n a provision by the National 
I 

·. Party of Nigeria to use there registration cards by their 

· .· relatives to vote on their behalf, included in the violation of 

~ this regulation we~ the FEDECO o~fici~s? elect~Dal officers, 
'1 - ~I J, I f. I I 

officera and ,of course ,. y_he l'pr~si~ing offli:cers all of 
I , : ' I I' r '' '' j;f : . 
J . I • ,,. - -- . 

pertaken in the election q~ their choice and above 
, . ! ' .lj I I lj 

, r . • I I 11 ,! • 
·all the members of the, National l P.<~rty <l <t>ft. Niueria, most 

·!· ,.-, , ·r f.,. ·~ ~ 
\ I • l J· I. •: d~ 'l'i 

specifically the official of the Par;ty ma.dp special arrangement 
. . ,l 't lj I 

!'~ with the FEDECO officials and the . Poll~~ i
1
n ' order to exploit 

. r 
I' I I ' 

•. their ballot pa~s in th~ vari_ous pol~ing stations in order 
'I 

'i to · ensure their euccess, ' ! 
~ --~, ,.. ---..; 

• l. . J . I I I J' I t~ 1 

1 I· 11 • 
No one w~ allowed •to .. ;vot'e ;:in e.ny constituency . 

I . I I .jj 
~ . ,. "fl I • r. ; ! 

whose name has not . been entered ' .tlile:r:,e iU: ~he registPation of 
I ' .' 1 Ji. 'i ~ j. 

. . I I ... , . ' . 

vGters list and once r.egi.stered9 the .1; citizen was entitled to 
·• ' . ' i ., 

, ' ., 'J I ·I.' 

X9~e. in all local, s.t~te, qnd. f .edf"'ral l E:vels of the election. 
~- . 1 ' I . ( . . I~· t ; I 
H" I ' • I. ,,_, f. IJ . I 

~~ Ii:s:Bit step of, the •inten_<U~ 1vot-_ef'· .. ,.,ii~. b~i'~~fore· was to get his 
.l . ! I I 1 i 1, l l I ·.; .. l f! 
,, ·~ ! ) ., ' i' • . . i' ' . ' 

the register.. ,cp:f: j.r9;t~~:S tlli _.? the area vrhere he/ she 
' J J' I 

ordinarily resident •.. ,. The ._ :Proc,rss ',l{lf'' ~~gistering voters 
, ' ' ! r ':f:,·" 

carried out by FEDECO, at ~e~~ ~~t, ~~als and after every 
I I j 1} : -; 

cenSUS, in the fallowing marinerS2· ' I~ 1 ,. 

lTeli mj oa.ry r~tration, ,· It,oJ)'o\iing a · house survey, a 
• .,, . I 

' ' I I 

tentative. vo.ters. ~:twas .prepa.red. ; and' publicly displayed. 
;. ' ' · ·' · :- . L t I'- " 

• ·li -1 ''•'. I I 

, .. ,n .. . ; I·, 9nl 
;·} . ·.. •1 ~" · II" .'1n • i JI 'rl , 1<1 ':' 

' \ , ' t~ I t t. f' II 

. -. :11
11 

~ ~ r1' , f) 
~~ ' 1 fj # ~~ ! t .t1 " 

1
j !'" ). t 

1 

... -.. ' :: 1 J ' ' ~ I -~ • •' 

~ . ;~;; :,, f \j'- I 

. ..• :. .C::' . ;,.: I ·~_'·ft 1,, ! .. fi'<' 
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It was crucial that the intendi~~ voter a?certain that he/she 

has been correctly entered into the preliminary list, if not, 

. objections or correction$ was made in v!ri ting to the registration 

office within 15 days of publi~ation • . The claim was made to 

i, be a.Ecompa.i::ti ed 
~ 

by N20 deposits which ."Yias +efunded after hethe 
)r .1!_ 1: IJ _! ; 

' l I ~· ~~ I . : :- ,,1 I., .. II 
r' v'J• . / l, 

; ,:, i' jl ·l!l 
' t 'I! II ! ,;, l.l 

Voters Card: · Eaeh registered~''votElr .was ' issued one of these 
• I J., :1 ~I .l ': 

• I I \I f' ~~ I .. ,~- I 

,, •• i 

' !k·-' claim was upheld, 

in -fact repres,ents, h~s/her e;n~it~ .. e1p. ent1 to participate in 
~ l ' . I '. I I j "··I ·~t .,. . . 

. ,.,.... , A:tpe :various elections. · This · voter's car.~,y~s ' liept safely. In 
M;;.;.t~~. !i. . I' ,11 .· ,, :1. 
IJ"11' ~~u•~~~ f ~af:!e of lost of this Q~, ·, it; w~s ~fff,f chl!1 : .. t ·~~~ · imp~ssible to 

I • 

replace- .it. .SeUing one's voter's lcard does: a . ,. , I great disservice 
I I ' 

·;I If; I . 

; i . . ~ to the · demoera.~c process, 

~~ Register or Vetere: The correct'~d and .. amended preliminarY" 

list . has .then been.printsd, published and publically displayed 

w;i.. thin 60 days, This l~st was ki1m:m ·a~ t~e registeration of · · 

voters and no one. whose name \v.i:ts not i ncluded , on it was allowed it ; ll, 1,,-;. I I 

· . ] I l[i :it : 
the su'fsequent e:t,ecti ops ~ · 1 :L 1' 1· 1 [ 11 

. ' I ,_, II: '• I'Jli'j hJ • 
·' 0 t ' ·. 1• . ( 'i I 

This manifestation of democracr itlj1 '7-.f.tio~ and indeed the 
I !I t f~ ,: -~ J:t: I 

of the second repitblic ~tre·~.f wqs. :!r. endered meaningless 
J • f { l ·,.,, r ~ \,: 

J •• : • - l 

J, when the entire electoral p~ocess wr r. eP qot1· ;seen free ancl fair 
.. ' I ' ;' I ' til : . . ~ j 'I I· 

' [ . . . . . ·~ I I '·' . I . 

·'· at ' all the elections level. l o+ ·~¥s 1f~asoh ; the actual conduct 
0 • • j ·,~ I 

elections was utmost ~mpo~taJl~e ·, 'j P;art~cularly in the 
I : ' l. ' ,l I I 

the fi.r.st ~_pal e_~ection~ ' ' t ,<? 1~ff.ect a transi tj,on from 

;( ' •: ,, I! 
. , .'. 1 ·! • I :• 

'i I L 

! I. 

~ -



I 

I 
I 

\ 
1o "l:.£.;t"'\ 

l 

·I 
~~ 

I 

j9 

to civilian rule. -

The administration and superv~sion of all federal and 

state elections had been entrusted jto the :B'ederal Electoral 

Commission which has already been alluded to sever a l times in 

work. Of its Chairman 9 Chief ' I1ichejel 4I?i 11His vTas the 

' I I 
difficult and probabl~' the most:i ~p\p,drpant j ob in Nig-eria 

I · I .. , I . 

no 0xagg0r~t~.o~ . p , Among FEDECO Glore 
~ t l • 

I 

\;,today." This was probably 
a 1 

f : 
I' I ; l ,'. ' 

h. I' I. i 
' • " I ,,. 

'l'bis . p~o?es9 1 alone h.1d _, invol \red 

'! 
· .; .. •important t'l.sk were: 

Registration of voters: 
l • 

• some · 80,000 enumerators working .for . 9 ' weef.s,:qfrprn house to house 
I • ' I, v ·1, ~~ 1 

• '" , I . It, ',!. 

throughout the federation and ,.,as . a o:p~c~.~l )!Fxercise in \-Tinning 
• . !tl• '·I 
. J ' I ., 

~.;-. '' I "!· . ·'· : couJ.ldence. · , . t. :·"· ~ · 
11', .,1 

r1 
Policing poli~ parties activ,ity1 e1 ns~ing that they . I' .. .. :· . . . . 

. · - . . . I. . . . 
o~nform to consti tut'i.onal noriJ1S, det ermimng which of them may .. . . . I. .. . . , 

. ~ ~ .. . ~ I \ ~ 1 • . 

· bJ registered and investigated the . eliBibility of their 
' 
~ · I I, 'I 

I i'' I i 
I . f. I 

-1.,?·• · Informing and enlightening tho ,ge:re1r,~1f i ' Public ::tbout the 
• 1 • ' . ', . I ' 

' • . . . ~ . lj • It I q ., 
l~'tfi'L;HU·,~ t~l.gmflcance and sequence of e.+oeC~lOllS ~ .~ ~·fi. r •:; 

,,_,,. : ,. It I 

Devising the actual proce.dures. 'and norms for conducting 
I .! , I I 

' ' ·. I 
~lections and in particul~ en~urin~ ffee and fair electiou. 

' . ' I 

This was very considerab~e m~d~te1t l· apd':
11
t

1
he , scope of 

• 1\ il 1,, 
f'EDECO' s activities ia corr~-pondingl; , ~~~,i~ )l .For the . elections 

':i• fr . 
"I . ·' .j. • ., 

·p __ ,the same 125,000 polling s~ation~ '!' in~~t~e:., ~~qeration was staffed 
,,1,-t i · If I 
i ' • . I ~' I t 

.' a;bout 415,682 employees ran.o-i ng \ f:J;'om 'ichi~f(_·l electoral officers . ---v- I \ I I 

I 

'· 
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40 
to various presidng officers, coun~ing clerks, and polling 

clerks and orderlies. 
I • 

.P 

Fair el&ction begin '"ith fair registration of voters and 

ca.reMly acceptance of candidate and parties the camp:=1ign .itself 
I ' I 

.must. be also conducted fairly and ope,rD-y. 1 ~ollle of the penal ties 
• • . ~ lJ ·t i ' J:' 

i I ' 1'1. I '· ' 

1
• if~r· fntimidatio.n, , thuggery and denail t~fu~o~p~nents ·right of 

,, ;• ··· t·'' ' • ' l ·' ! j ·,, l ' 

f :Gee speech and association h.s.d been i .::Etit with.' The FEDECO 
f I I l I I I ',• ' ' j( I'' ' ,. ' 

respecting ele.ot.ionecring~· >·T~re 'f1enhffced by a 
• • I ' j· J 11 I ' , ' ., ' ,, 

I . I ' • I ' I. ) I I• I ' I 

}rolunt~ agreement among ' all ,the pr)ii tical ~ party l eaders. 
· • 

1
• ' 'r ;j 11· ' 

.. ' ·~h1ade on 28 D~cember 1978 ~ at a ¥1eeti~g· with [ th~ , Chief of Staff 
·· l'i < . I · . lt. 1_~ 

; . . I j .I I 

~~ .Supreme Headquarters, Brigadiei' Shehu Musa Yar' .Adua at the 
li f : ' i . 

l!:! ~eating? the leading poli ticiaxl$ gave assur;,~q~ : ' 
i 
'i·': .. r-A • . of their l.'esolve to continue to ·prov.i de 1 responsible and --j, . . r , I. 
t ·2:. , I 

} 1 effe~tive l eadership to their followers ,' .J 
i, 

set the highest standard of behaviour a?<l curb any excesses 
. . •l :;1 

tn. speech or action by their :paxty illflllJ-bers? 1 f
1
, .~:.1 

,-• ~ ,1- I : 

-'lc:•1J' ensure tha-t. ' nothing was done d.uri:hec ~~~nd: 1 ~after mGGting and 
, I . Ill , , 1 ~~ 1\ I , 
• +.: · . ' , , 1 ·' l j I i· 1 • 

to disturb. the peace of the 96J,nciu.riirty'/ o:r j8op:~.rdise 

•·Uni;ty. ·o.t ,the Nation ·~ '; 1, 
1 

• • ~~~ 1
1 ~If·~~~.;; 1' ·~~·,l.i · L 

i. L • ' • ~· • ' • ' ' 'rl '<'~ ' ' ' ,,, j. ,•. l. •. ; ~ •1 ' 
{ 0 i . , • I J' ' i'' ' · - ~ i; re.strain their partyl memQer? from.', engaging in political 

I I .; lj' "I , \j I 1 ~- , I 

' ' ' 

abuse and jnterference with the meetings 
, . :. I .~I , 

,_, I ' ' I 

and property of thei r political opponents 
' l .! j 

th~ electrorates verdict in! the' election. 

'I,. 

, I 

' i 

i 

I 
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At the place of voting t'oo, f:?Ome extra-ordinary precautions 
, _.;c j 

· ~ I . 

were provided for, Each polling -r:i"tation ~as provided with a 
' ' 

s~ngle special ballot box, which was opened publicly before the 

voting. b.agins (to demonstrate that tbiwa:Ba.tn fact empty} and "'as 

. . then sealed with a mel;.a.l seal until it eventually re<1 ches the 
I' · • " ·I 

ll-11· 'i 

!q~~,n~. counting officers. 1l.l1 ballot papers· w~re ·~upplied under sealed 

J l 1'1 l· 
' ' ·~ - ~~~ cov~:v and each was .provid~d with numbers • and! serial g all must 

(.t'' . ' I l. 
j.o} ~ t ~ • I 

.-~.t; ~.·· } p, b~ strictly accountep. for, to the re~~nf-pg ~~~fic,er. foJ[oreover, 

drt1 ~ 1:· · ~ · h II ·~ i 
~n;d~ '; tpere were approximately thirteen _j)eo'p~e / P~<fs11nts at each 

' I J l'l 
I , I { ' ' I 

' P0lling station to ensure proper conduct .. of.! ,the elections. These 
. t' I' ' I-t I'· ~ -j-

'1\l. ,. . 
•· ' ' 

, inclu.cJ,.e. two FED$00 officials one or, mJ re1:: Po_1ic ... emen .:md · up 
~- I · · · , ; .( , l ··' . 

~ • • • I I 

·.J t·o two, 11poJ.:tlng,_age.nts" appointed ·by r· he- r parties and was 
J 1• ' . . ' ,jl t 1 II . 
' .;• . .. ' t 'lj . i . 

re~rasented by each of the . poli~i~~ - f~.H~s .. :t The COUnting of 

!;the ,ballots · was. ::Derformed by the PE.il..JC0 9 I returning officers 

the metriculousl.y- proscrib,ed . Procedures. Here again 
' . 

!~! each political Ilarties had a,.ppoint<d twc}, ~o~tJng agents to 
b l· j ' . • . i '. r.' :, . 
) ensur9 that proper prooedures was .follmrec-: . ~nd if necessary 

. t'. ! 

a recounted upon all tl:)i~S systemqtic and l ogical . . I 

laid uoWit by the FED.moo and .-tqei;r \ ef£ort t o 
. .,,,,. l' ,, J· ' ' 

· · · 1 . ;1 .,1! 

adhe?ence to th~ l.a:i,d '~c~ !fe~lAtions and. .. 
I I 1 · .! 1J 

!ft p:r.opedures for the ·ac.hi,.evenumt ot $'~als i(o whl.ch. it wa.s therefore. 
' ' ' . ! J• 'I;, I 

· ~- '• .t •H. ~ · 

i ; I ·j f,, } tf '· 
I 

of Nigeria .i~ ilts i!eff6rt .to establish 

~Vernmen:t..i.n. Nigsria 1 •saw it 9s. v -,ry:• n.;c,easa:ry t o .. . I I 'l I' ' II, I I tt i ' ,' 11 1 

i~sel.f' ldt,h. ~ l~ d()~ ,re~~1i,tiq~. ,for the fact 

I 

. I ' I· ~ ; '·l 

. ~ ' i .. 1 ~~· .. ~l: 
1 I. t ! 

! -. 
·1!·1 

II .- ' , .. 
v-~!~f·~ ' I 

't;; 
;; ... r 
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· that it might not accomplished it aim, the party went on to 

violet this regulation intentionallj borrowipg some meAsures 

which could shirt the party from penalties disigned .f or the 
~-~~~ :~ . . 

~>1:}-.;; ~i ~v.i:lters o{ this regulation. It succeedad in doing- ·:bhis by 
~~ ·-rrt~f< ~ · 
<f\1;t1bing the ~co officials both in , T':' 'fn:~c,~s . a t tho 

• · ~ ~f.i!yret~.tat and tha-t. FEDEC~ ' o£,ficia.J.s ~·p. 9·~:te~ i~.O val:ious. 
· · I :~ .I 1•1 · 

;oning stat).ons in the count.:ry 1tbis, 1 ern~:r;~~b~ l:to ev0n the 
I J·"'~· . • :• 1i I 1 _ ' ~ 

,,~_;_<r'aw .enf~t aga.ncies ! and most of ,' the_ o 1'ere ' the Police. 
I ')~..-'¥/ · r I 1 ' , 

1 
I I ; .; I l' j !\· . . I I ' i jf 'I 

t A Tbis they- bribe :bath in the Poli~ st.ati()P 'InG~st t o them 
I 

'I 

those alJ..ocat.ed to v arious centr~ of ~+.action in the. coun:hy, 

' 
exampl~ of this was ~en praetically . at Ibadan when the members 

. . I 
II ' 

. I 

'.or the offi.o.ia.J.s of National Party of Nigeria, NPN~ .-conniV'€<1 
. . ' . I I 

i i:with th.e Pol..i.o.e.. ~d· v.ery drama-Meally . supc-e~d~d ·in dispeeaing 
I . . . ,I ,1 } 

.. qui'W ~easonabla .llllmber of people at a .pqUi!ngistation by the 
;I . . , , H ·I 

· ;~ ;u~e ot tear ga~ following ~sy ;eport by the party offioi.:Us. of ... . . I I . , ., .. 
}.~ . the l'UbJ.\Q diatur'Qance by $Oma m~rr' ·. 'of ~¥i/r1~~blic, WhiJ..e ,_ t :l f J ' I I I ;:.. ,. ;, 

;'j;t~e" p~ople eeattered th~Y: .took ;the a.Gv
1
· ~~;t~~ ·~· 1change tJ4e 

. ~ . ' I I I I 'I ' . . 

, • 
1

';£! ~ bct+lo'ft box .re.placing another one whl.PP 1', q,onsiste,d ·of theLr 
I ~ 1 ; ' I I ' ' ,. I ' 

''I 1 IJ~•ballot · p:?.pere. t,icked i~ '! their favo~~ : 1'his·i inf~ed the 'l919' 
.a'' tk ,.! ' ' : I I I it I : I 

II btlJ d "It 8'1 ti '· , ,~·· t . :j.jl~ Jt.a.n · ~ course ~ general elec . onJJ ~n ·~~('j ,ev;ery polhng 
1•' (. - ,o I I 

despite the agents of the o~he~ · ~O~~ting partie~ 
: ,f' .l I •;: , . 

. I l 

caa~, the FEDECO officiaJ-s use'd . to .oons ent t o the 
I 
1. ' 

the official of the Nati~al Party. of Nigeria 
f!'· I • , ! . I , 

,.JtftJ ~· term.a .b.egot.ia~d by ' caxi:y out tl1ii !unct~ony1 f1av?urabl~ i-~... ~~ , ~~ ... , , I I q 1 ~' 1
': : 

•.f ' I - • 1 -I I .,, ' '• 'f, • . I . ·.. l j• ~~~ . , f • .' :1 
f 11 

I 
0

1. :. , 

>' ' 

on the 

t o "the. Party. 
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3..2- MAN!FESTQJ? ANB NGRAMME OF N,ION4L P~TY .OF NIG§RIA 

The National Party of Niger~a, liPN, as ~ea said to be the 

only party f ormed out of the nation&ide c onsultation and 

conceusus by Nig9rians, \-lho care the wh ol e of .the nation and the 
I'' 

; problem ther.e :i.n w-as out to make Ni geri :;. work t o mak u the 
: . I 

nation ~~ ~ to .g.i.~ -we-ryan~ a. cha . .-·1ce ~ the_,_, Nige ri-?. of the 
, . . I~ I ~~n: ~l·: I • 

I i lo 
NPN . was:: .. ; : · (' I· 1:_ ;_· jll1 

I . I 1, iJii I ·, ' ·l 
'' 

·1i 1 _-_, ll,. a .nation "41lere g~mment and public · :]. if~- sh~ll run in . ' \ . f -m ,j ;I ;lJ ' 
J (I ~ I I ' ~il. : "' 

. ~ ~ accordance with tho • provision of the Co~stit~tk ~n, 
. : l J i , t !(t· I 

. I 

-B. ; and , a. st:t;ong unitBd nation of qont1ntGd citizen in peace 
t J 1· It 1 I 

' I• I f • • 'II ' ll,l II I 

and ·ha:mtony wi+.'h one anothe~, . · 1 
' 1 ~· ~· ·1, i.

1tiV· i~l\, 
'!I i ~· 1 ~ ~ I I J ' J . 

;. -C. life ancL Pl!O,P9~~ has.-: oocome :~;mte<;>d ·l by the provi.sion 
• , ' 1 l i· .j f 

t ·of, adeq\late rnee.JliO. o.f , e:xtsroal. .d.ei's~ : a.nd i in~~rl?-al l l aw and order 
I I .. ' ·, 

I ~lus . the se-cuti.ty of the state, ·· • ~ I' 

I 

·-D. a ~sperous and self~eliant Nig~ria based on ~ strong 
. I' 

• I av:-icul, tural sec.~or and rapid industrialisatiq\). with op_;)ortuni ties 
l . 

f or al). citi~ ~ -di..sQ%'iinina.tio.l1 ~ . t 'o, af!;e, sex:t rel:i.gion, 
f J, I ! :" .! J : )o!_J, I I 

' . li ,,. :iil ' 
etl:•n• ,. group · · .,1 ··; l 1 • , ~ · 

"'\.W."< ' ' 1 . I 'I' . I . .· • 1 ,,:-. ··•• 
' ' l ..... I I • h 

I ., • ' -~ 1!. ' . -f· · ~ nat.ion ~her~ the welfare of ~We~1 .c:Liri~-?~~f. wf ll be a prime 
I . . 'I I I "ll • 'I " I 

j' ' ' t i . 

, . •?.l1CEf)\l of the s.:;ate• whil~ proui.ats ~erpris (( f3l1d . ini tl..ativ-8· 
" I ' I- t' •) 

1 

' 'tf , 1 d< 'I ' 

~ ~ully ~ognised, -- \ . · , lr;.,;;.: I 1. 

t. 1 . ' ' I· 11 ; 
~ , I I t 

;··~ ... : · :1!1. ~ wbera the gSllGral aws.ren~S,s : and.J;.patriotic 
~~ '!' \ _, ~ ' I ~ li ~ 1 r ,. i II 

. ' 

,
1 
co~mj ~tlil of :"tbe. o.i±.iZAilit Jata.S- en.h,.t,nced :throui;Shl 'adequate :3.nd 

•.• I I ' I.! I 

I ' '; ; \ ~- 1·: 0 ''· ' 

J i . IlL I 1 J 

t· '. :. I'· ' 

1 i •• _ if. , ,. , 
•- ' I 1 
I •I 

t· 
i d~ 
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sound education based on high mora+ pr~nciples and indegenous 

African values, 

-G. .An open sa~;iety based on the fulle~t recognition of the I .. I I r '. 

· democratioa right of every 1ci tizen; · 1 I ; l·i;•~: · 
I 1 i r , 1 1• I i!'H ···· . 'I ) ; . ' . 

7H. A nat~on wher~ £ull re&pect. ~d, regJ~· . . ·tion was accorded 
' I . . ' ' ''· ' ''· ·I I ' . .· 1 11 'I i ,. I ' 

to the trad.i ti~. -rul,ers. and insti tutions 1
; .! and full expression 

· · I H t1 
) :\ ~ i I ~~ j I 

given to Afri.Qan culture, 'i'!'i" •h ::. t q~ •'. 
• : • I' If _I ' 

I 

I. . A nation wh~e standing and l.'e1s~f~~ ,r:s, said to promo~e . 

. through a . foreign po~ey based on ,the pur~ui t of enlightened 
• I 

~ ' . , i I, d- •i.J. I 

·~. national ·inWl:est .ami adh.ennce to ,, ;~:lel \ .:Pr~.~pii;&Srtruid eharter of 
'. . I 1:1 
\' 1 ECDHAS O.AU end UN · ": ·, :'· ; 1t' ·~ : . ' ., I: :; . - I I·' .. 

' : I ' ' t' I 

~. -J. The programme of -:t;he Party ~l~~9 :.rlude the provision 

constitution Jnd ~the : National Party of 
J ' ' ' I j.: I I 

~:t'Q'Orta '~~ eommi tted to·' prusue ali'' :tme f'.und~eatal o~ 
,' · · . · . , · r . ;~ ,, 1 ,J 1. •I' 1 

.- \ ' ' f, 1 • ~· ,. ' • • I 

I ~ <tOO Uirea~V~IJ. . ~inQiplee of the _si;.a~ ~l~cy ~ 
I •1 . ' 

1 1
1 t l f •!. il ·~ . 

These i· Were the well.;spri:ogs_,. tl;le1.ma:jor rpreoccupation -of 
' • . • ' • • I I ~ ' I . 

. I !, . . ' , ' l I j• I • i i t ~ . ' . . I· 
Party, as far as -waa .its .first te.:rl)1 ' ,cif t bf;fi ce ( 1979-83) 

' ii I~ II I . , I 

The. £J.rst. item on the , r+a t-:i:~nal'• ag,.mda was 
, ; I I 

• :was conc-erned. 
.~ t • 

~,· ·• I . 
I' perceived to oo food and . ag:rioul~ .. whf·~: j f.o~ed. parl of the 

• ' I tl' I 

;- €mblem of 'he National · Party . of Ni~eri e. l so I that our nation could 
') • • j ' I I .. , . ;.?::· ' 

f' '1:.: P~ fr~e, NP~ -gwerlllllent thought t~ ~~l~~r~a·~-~~st be abl.e tJJ 
.•• i . • ' 1• ill 

';i .feGd itsel~.._ lncr:eas.i.ng the natJ.o~ ',:pro <il.«pti~ns and 
! ~ ·, ~ , t I , ·' l. , :• J 

' ., ., . 
tl; ~i.st~ibu"ti¢(1 of food w~ tOO top mo~t . p~;io~t~Y lin tha prog:ramlll€ 
. i ' . I ' I ' I 

-h•·l"' t , ' ' 1/ l):.i i(l .: 
I l •. 'I. ) .' ' •. ,. t . 

.~ t 

·I 



I 

---------~~ ·- --- __ .. ...,.... ....... .----- -- -- --.......-;--~ 

4.5 

of the NPN. Massive efforts in food production side by side . . 
. with industrial development and the expGnsion of the social 

services and education, formed tho major plank of the party 

programme. The methodology for the ex 8cution of this f ood . and 
J 

agTicul ture policy were given in th? 1.Paxty m?.nifesto and also 
' ' ~ !J' ';j -

- ' •.. ' 't 

i ' in the brilliant speech made by, ·~he ~ fl_1~' be.arer and the head of 
. ' l l i •. f 

of the federation, AlhRji ~~~hu 1 s~agari, to the Nigerian 
.· 1: 1 N .,. I ,. ,. 

• • • j.( ; r II t ( It . ' . • 

Org::uusat~o~: "Towards G:r:een ~ev_ olul;l.on." Tlu.s speech also 

I "' I• ' I I' ' ' ; r . I 1 I 

contained a systematic ~xpositifl o.if, q>;ur, ~~ural Development Policy 
' · r •I 

, ~ its .relation to ~ur food and agr~c~~rural policy, 
I 

..........._ , Concerning minerals policy, the lf.BNihad a dimision into 
. I I . · · 

• broad sectors; Petroleum· and other minerals. Petroleum, 

the biggest single earner of our foreign exc~ge and 

, ,. L,national income in the last few years, the N~H minerals policy 
~~ . 

I. 

wa.s geared to stabil~sitioD of its effects on our community • 
• " • · . I J f ;: 1... 1 

NPN intended to optimise production,;\:lJla\ i ¥:Jise income, enc ourage 
. , . ; I :II 

I • • I . ti\ 

·F further ~xploitaUon 1 open new f.~r1 '~1~ 9 ,,1 o~bRt. c;nvirorunental 
~ . •l I 

and give ·direct _J:ompenf3 ;a,t .i0? jt6'' ~ose communiti e s 
. I 1• ..,...., t i \ • . . ·,, ',, !1' •• 

·~ d~rectl;}f affected in the ~urse oiSI e~vironm_ent~ l disfigurati ons. I' . . , , ~~ .,·1 
'l I l . t - . ·!'' lj '; I'' ' I f ~ I · r i ' 1 i 

The national party of ·~.gerl.a had tafefl a9i;~lfe part in OPEC in 

the 
, I.. •' II' C., 

best interest pf lifaigeTlian nati on. As to 
~: . ,- I) I ,fl ' 

. , . ' I 

the Party !ealised t}:l:el~i~diate necessity . 
'I :1 1• 

I .I I'· 

compiling an inventory of alf rniner.a.l reso\f.rces a!'l.d their 
•I I . 

thei.r locations and . the .full 1 ,, ~;cploi tation thereof. 

·j I. J, , 

,; 
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f{_ousil:lg ..P~ was .equally critical to the programmes. / 

In .agrs.em.ent ld:tb. .s.cienc.e and buiruuli ty, the Party Mld -self-evident 
. ' J 

that ·shelter was one of the three b.;~sic needs of man. Of course, 

shelter is part of the NPN emblem. NPN planned housing in 
I ' 

rural and urban areas.. for it was the obj ~cti y e of NPN to 

' , t ackle with vigour, the quantity of avfl,il'a~lr ~ccommodation 

in the country,. with pa.rt..i.oulaJ: attel'l:tion, t o 1 the encouragement 
. I I '· 

~-o.ooupi,~d: l! hou~s. 
.... '··! 

- . I 

I 

1 and increase ·in the number of 
I .~ 
' -

· '· · To this -ext....nt, the Party had buil t •:;r~wjl. ~!l(.o;uts BBrviced 
• I . . i l 1 .• 1~~ 1 

by 1 trains 9 roa.ds and other ini'r~c~~e~ ·,. 1~h~ Party had 
1 • I f 1 ! i fJ • , 

['- :J ~ina.nced hous.ing agencies and encourag~d :-thei ~~anufacture of 
I. , , . . . . ! r·l , .. i 
' ' ' J • b i ld. .. t . al . N. .., . , . ,., \ , 

. UJ, 1ng ma. erJ. S 11'1 J.ge.....,a.. _ \ 1 , c
1
• .~ ;!. '-!~ j' 

l - ' 
' ' 

L i, 1- · ~ :''{p..u>--~~on and . cuJ. tural /ll~Ulr~r"'BA~ .; p01.~ 1~ undPrl i ued 
, i -

by • the qties.t for qualitative and fun.c;i~onal1 ; edlf~.fltion. They 

stricti¥ adhered to the prCNis~ of · chapter two lirticle 18 
I . . . · I . 

I . )I ~ I I 

1
:: 1of ; the Ni,ger.i.,a.n ~nsti tution of 1979. ; 'l;he~~ · "!fl:S ' an attempt to 

' I 
' 'I 
j''imp:tove the st,andard. of ed~tion at all 1 (:;-v-els:. Healthy 

. ' " ; I ~ f ) ' ' • ' • • ~ I 

1 

t populat.io.n ensures a steady suppl~ of .!!trong
1

f ~'nd effio.i.ent l'Jlan 
1 · · r ' 

I' ' l I. •• 
1
' • 

; ! power. This. waa c.ardinal to the N?N' ~alth' .programmes, to 
t i l . ' ' 

1 

1

• 1 { . '· , 

. ~hi.il ext ent1 . the. NPN had expanded 'W, ~Jft1f~i~~~r,a~ning 
! ' I rl ' ~~ ' 
~ fa9ilitie_a 1 -e.lil~ially :Pha:tmaceui;ical ';.t'!}dlf:StJti&,s and f actories 

I ' ·~ · ~'· · ··~ ;; 

~ I . . .. ---------- ~ . :~ - . 

1 , +~of ;the man~fa.~tur~ or assembly of medJ.ea;L e~~U.... ~li.Qh 
! tt~ 1, . I i •d. I ., I 

, - '4 I . t I i . I 

•{,l !~ del[~. ~ e:-Ja .eli~ in .U.~c~UGS • . il~late ot\ 
}~'' ' . . ., , J '~I 'I' I . 

"' l' '" '' ' 1' li•_ti- I ; ' :,. ' . ki 
; . ,~.,, : : \ ~ ':·~ ; •i I . ., .. ;._ ; ,. ' I 

~; ,, :..~- • . I ; ·' .: ,. 

I : '':~: · 

' :..11 i 
~·; 'j ·· I 
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industrial health hazards and injuries, scrutinises and advance 
. -:·.-, 

_F 

legislation on vital statistics, en:courage deveiopnent in the 

fields of both preventive and curative •medicine but upon all 

this measure taken by the Party the~e had been lack of medical 

·<'i f,acilti.eaa.. ahor~age ·of ,drugs which ~ le.d ~~tot: ~ e.:r,:.ious problem of t'"' 
,·l\;i ' · t • I · 1 j ,.,1 ;_'· jl •I I 

I ·~ ' f . ' I I" .I ,. .. 
jo :'~., ;the time in tl':le. Health Sector. ; · Ut.. L; ,. W ; ~ 

~ ...:..:.. . _ ~ .- v·· _ -. , I 

~· . : Co~~ .the l~bo~, NPN ~ad · ro~i;;t ~d lnnd beli eve in 
r ' · ' I I t ' ·1' f 1 .\l . rt"7' . 

'f f ' . .. ' ' ., ' 1 ... I ,IJ; ·I·,:, a+ too. ability I O~;;Nigeri~ labour mov. ~en~ . ~
1

o !\ rise , t o the challenges 
.. ipp .. • . ,,. ?- 'I · ! · \.U ·l '1 .. ill~'' •, 

of natiotlal ~~ding, they suppo~t~ ·~~~ ~ T,n;PP~aged :la~--r- · 
..... - · .... - 1 ! r · 1 • 

movement -that is truly and democrat~9. ; ~·:trong and virili1. The 
• • . I I. j 

' 'trade union. independence, oontrib~te<;l . to -lthe ·development of a 
. h ' 

. {~ee and. democ~ti; labour movemen~s, ~ ~!5itlate · for proper and 

me.!i.ni~u.J.. collec.~ve 'bar~ng~u:r.age: coJppulsory check-off 
I u 

system of dues to the ,1~ labour movem_I3Itt 9 l;bi'oaden the area of' 
. . , . . .• . . -'I 

. . . . I I !;j 

coopera.tiolJ. with labour ·at national ,_p.ncl·'iD;tep1ational levels, 
l . ... . 

·' ,1 :: 

~PN also . -ensured , adequate labour re~r~~/~~:t4:~c; b.t :.lll 
1 ' I ' it'• ' ·j' J ' i ·. I .. I ' 

~t~ipar\-.ite . del,egates' and bodi~s~G~ln11 : 1 ·:~~tinental and 

~intennatJ.on. · 1 : • • 11 I~· ~'· .-.cj-rrl II l 
I ' ' • j 11 t•ll 

t j : • 1 ' · I t• ~ ' 

' '· : ~~fence of the· nat{on wa.a , cpi ti f'a}. _of National 
. 'i · \ ! ! . i l· If' ' . 

~ surv~val, ~overeigny, law and; order in th8 ~~tion state, thus 
• ~ • • ; f' t:!:' I 

' ' 1 . I • -=i·, 

NPN's ~fence Policy represented the ipten~ion of prosecuting 
: :.Et 

'• 

I I ·-=..: 

-with. vi.g~ ~ammes for tra.iJ:dn& equifiDeit.t and re-organisation 
' o: I 

_or tbe llli ge"c;i.ru;l Al:med Forees~ that·· ~~ed. _1;Jlem a modern, 
·, I 



I I. I 

I I 
J>· i \ . 
1·. 1: • • • B i. .• 

I. . .. I 
- • • • • j . .. . I 

t ' 
' ~ 
1 
' '[·. 

\ 
,' I 

j 

~' ~-·· -tEJCO¥!!!NU',.; 
\!1 ' '>'-.-~ 

I . 

discipli..J:l.o,d, •wrt: ~nOO. and well e9-uipped Armed. f~:>r~s. 
,. ' 
' I 

Then the Foraign .1?o.lioy was guided by the fundamental 
' I 

. consideratin n of nrot~tion ~ promotion of Nigerie. n in~res~. 

Towards thi s e nd , N::?N pursued an ind.;;pendent fore i gn policy, 

· maintainigg:Jcordi.al relations with all na tions in the pr ocess, 
. , , I --------

NPN improvec~ the quality of t,he substance · and · mechanics o:f :Our 
'l' 

for~ign policy, thereby ma1 n±,aj lliog a proMr balance or' men 
• 1 I , . 

• . and matt~rs in int-e.rna:t.i.onal poli tios, ,.·:rp.e.I\Party promoted 
I I . ' li i' 'I· 'i.; . 
. . li 1 '~ ' 

'··· fWO\tiil.S and a.d.hered to the chaN.Gra of' 1he· 0/ulf•.'l and the UNO. 
f ' ' •I 1• I ~ it 

' T~e defenc~ ~f our terx.itoti ~. i.nt.Gg:r:t t Yir mff.ptenano9 of 
C • t li '4. - r ~ I • ~( ' . , ~~. 

(• ~~~~r~:tiazl. ~ty, defence, ;p:J:'O~tt' on l; or, ~~r : democratic . 
J I • 1 

. ~al~e a~· ~tures. eomplete and unequivoc?~ identification 
~ ' . · · I •; I 
I' ' . r ! 

. with and C01$U. tment to the ' struggle against l raoism, col onialism. 
. 1 .I 

' ~mperi.alism ~ neo-c.olonialiaxo iP .all their forms were cardinal 

.· t o the fore~gn policy sta..IlQe, 

Social. l?oJ.Loy. This was thr~ i.Jronged , as given in the 
,1· ' t ' 

1 ~ 

manifesto ot tha Party. The so~al 1 policy l~s stres s on the 
I , I 

, .1 nece.ssi ty fOJ: aotive partieipa.tion ~n: .tqe bqyY'"7Politi c and 
. . . .I ' 

l '. 
nationa l programm~s by: 

t !, 
f' 

: (a) 
' . . ' 

,;( (b) 
J .: '· 

'i' (1c) 
I , . 

The YQUths, 
I .. 

Women .!<ll.i, I -~ ( ,1 ~ 
: n 

. -~ - t' ~ ~ 
The agad, disabled and destitut~ • .• ;!, 

. I I ., 
' , ,1 ·l '\ • 

NPN believed that .more educat~on shQuld be -r eceived by the 
I I ,. I I 

• ' II , :j HI 

t~e 1 nation, In order to psrtict p~te : activeiy in 
,t ·1! • I 

. 1' 1\ 
I 1: d, I 
:I; l I 

·-· 1 

.., 
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in the u0velopmental process. Becn~se Nigeria had a,fuered to 

this principle was evidenced by thi "presence : of youth in 
I . 

important bodies and organs of the ?arty. More than fifty 

pe~ cent of the NPN candidates of the n~tional and s t a te offices 
• 

of the NP~ were held bY, the youth. 
r ! 

On! th,c:. develo ~:ment of women 
.,,-. ,. I! - .. 

1 ' • •II 

~olk · so that they realise the. inate_ quf.J,il~4tf,S t ~~ themsel ves. 
I,~- \ • ' ' '' (I 

' : ; 1 ' I~ - ' ~ 1 

.N~N enc,ouraged the women i,folk to com~·: foif"~Rf . and plcw a full 
, I . 

.. ;par,t in publ~~ life. For e:x:amp~e, i 1t, -was '~~1 o~g~nis .J tional 
'I', - , '''-''1 1- ·'il: 1r • 1.\ •.. • 1. 1 · 

,/decision of the Party that each coi!llll~tYJ,', l·l .ocal government~, 
•I' •f I''. 

state and national executive of the . Party mustt contain at 
' I 

' 
!least one woman, in their administrative executions. 

··I ! I I \. , J 

l 

3.3 CiU1l:'il.IGN STRll.TBGY Or~ TH.B NJ~TIONAL .i?LRTY 
1 
OF NIGERIA 

• $ . $ · ·lf 1: I ' 

\ ,1 

The National Party o£ Niger4a has ' q speqif~c ways it 
I f : 

~loyecl in order to oapture ~Uonal· p0\·r1er, .',as all the members 
I ' ' • ' t ' ~ , I I 

' of ·the ..2!U'ty were nominated on the basis· of national char acter 

l , ' I L,' '' 
I ' ' 

,e!aqh :. and ev.e:rzy member knows the :p~obler ~~~ sll p~ple were facing 
I. • • • I ' I •l ' I'., I 

I • •· . • 1 • 1 i: ••tl 
in !their al:'~as, therefore the · .oampai e:;p st;t?~ egy; ?f the NPN 

' 

- ;r:"·3flect • the .fundamental issue of' foo B. ~ ~nd i sr~l t e;r- t o 8veryone 
t !_, ! I -t-•' I l 

:: ''which 
. , • I . 

is part o! its emblem so that o~ ~ ~~~tf~ '· can r eally be r ,, l 

i ' free, the national Party of Nige;tia th~~ .. ~~lt ;;i.~ mus t first 
,. 

be able to feed the nation and outselves 9 increasingly the 
( 

. . I, . 
National Production and Distribution of f ood 1 Jn, the t op most 

. ' : ! 

·priority in '5he NJ?N campaign. 

·': 

) 

Maasiv e " af~qrt _ .i,n .. foo1 production 
... , .. ' \, ' . I , 
, ' ,·1 1 . . l., ;~·, 

"J\ • • . , ,.,. , I' 
, l ·,1 l.. I • "r f: ~ ; 

. J l ~; 
. I 

,. 

., 
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·vi 
.,o 

side by side with industrial d~elopnent and the expansion of 

the social s_ervices and education, 

The NPN was the only Party that successfully convinced its 

people with the formulated strategy to win the national pm"er, 
• ' 'i .;lJ 

they made this suceess in a number. ?~ ~f,aY~= ·-::1 !• 

I , I r J;l 
. 1. In the eourse of its campaign N:F% '·put ;: ss a strategy J the 
• • • . . ' . I• "I' 

' • ' J 'I I' J • ~ ., • ·, · . • • ,, 1 · .1 ·1·r ~ 

liJ;-~ 1rratipnal intere~t first ~and petrlis~ . 1 o~ . ~e~~9- ~al. interest last. 
I .\!! ;\ ·: f• .. ' ' . ' I, I .. ,, ~~ I I _II ~. :1 

i ~~~ ''; .This it does by it promj.se ·of £0odJ'".nd lshel t .er t o all; improve, 
~·t~ t ,. I • ' I I \, :" ' I 'N'' '' I II· I • 

"'-t_
1

'
1 ~o~. industrial develOJlllE\P.t an~ .ex·p . si1~n~~ ~~f I f\~ social services ... 

,j I . : ' . :· ' ' ~I· I\ j! I ~ ' ' 

l'i l' 1uao 1 in 0~ tsha !luring. the rally being ;m~i.nly ' a . commerci C~.l 
_i \'til . .. I I '~·!I''' ' 
~· :;:4, city, with th~ urban with the w:l>au ar~a~ I ~s ,· well as the 
\ll '·I_'' . , . , f I • il"Jic · · • , ' 

, t'1. ~ ~uburbs dominat~d by traders 8l'J'l .,,i th str~ng · affili::ttion · to 
',, ; . . 'i 

'' 

bus_iness, tha campaign team o! 1he _mr ~ised t o lift the 
I 

ban on impO~tation of goods 1 This ' promise w~s well received. 

2. The NPN ~leo do oonoentrat~ as ~ strat 2gy of campaign on 
·, ' 

·: , ~- ;~~} I ' 

palpable issues co~rning the 1jl~la.r,e o1~ ~re,~ people in general 
' . l• !tl 

,1 • and . steer Ql~a.r of hammering on $>9-:rs.onalii;~es.. , 
;. .. I'' .,. • '·t·• 
'!" ' ·! •· ,le . f~, ~· ' t · . , :·1 1 'r • • 

Jll' fr_ . ). r ,N.PN ' al..•a. do I preserve other ~}lU-tia:trn.I, ~Y·• a'V'Ql.ding all 
• f 1;,-11 ( ~ ' ' I I . ' 1. .I h I I I' . . 

.· '(" I . ' I ' ' . ' ' 

~:.· .• :_.f.·_ J.·_ ~fo'l:lrlded '~J.egat1on as they ~at'! ~~ec~?d : 9. ~-!_the p~rvat.ion 
1 ~, \l• l ,, . . ' , ' j I' I . 
l.i.i r of , their OWn reput~tion ·wmch . thet djid. l;nQ~ i .. ~~d~d in doing. 

ll ' I ' • . I . ·' t " I I I I I' ·~ 

·ill ~ause . t~ .l'lat~onal . .P~y ofiNige#~r;~£~~ "th~ worst 
t·h ! • • ' I ~- •• 1~ I ~~ I I :t ' j l .I 

l.jl. casual,tf ~ this sense, their j pez!IConali~Y: h~9. 'bee.n ~ou.aJ.i 
. . . ., ' . , I . , 

• I I '. . 
at';e<:Q.ed V their ~~- : Ex~· . ~1S ·tba ~ of Ha.jj.ya 

l)' 

• , I· 't. 

I 
f' 

,, 
't I 
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Gambo Hawaba of Borno St~te Women~Wing of the Great Nige~ian . . 

Peoples Party who publically·Jn .the _ cour~e of her rally 

stated that she went to Sokoto. and aaw the hut in which Shagari 

relatives were living and cog.d,uded by. conyincing pe,ople of 
I 

the Shagari' s mother's and father's graves ~cop.di tions in which 
. I ' 

ll 

she confirmed t.he .j.n ang: :out of· the rat.s .exploiting the dead 
:• I 

', 
1 1- bodies of the Shagari parents." · ·This stra;V~gy employed by the NPN 

. ''\ I 

i . ..' ·, I .. 
'I . d b t' I ' . ' II .. • cam:pcugn prove a or - ~:ye,- · . . :. -· · · . ·. .. 1 ; · l··· ,,.... · · 

, ; , ·. ,. • • .. '~~r . , . • : . , ·rJ • • 

· -4. The NPN ma.mW~ ~~ - a ~Eigy ·a dEt,cor,Ft , -~ntegn ty, and ~ 
\ J II 

• ' , · .jl 

, exempL3.-ctness.. in thatJ$ht \·, ,\n wo:r;d . and ~eed~ .'~\i, : ~~pl e of .this 
I .-··.. I i 

,, . .. w~s · .when on J.an.ua,ry !2, . 1~J.: ~.d..ezt ~he.~~ ~hagari seeking a 
J . ~ ' ~ 

1 

• ~~cond term launch his C~8Jl with r b~tt~.e f cry. It was the 

t .. ·t ·~nning o! a -ae.ven month· long -oampaign , :tor' the. renewal of 
i' ' - ~ .f • I 1 I i " I . • 

. . 

h.i;s. ~a.w 'flOW+- i,n, t~e- ~+q~~ ~o11s - journey ·-, '\'f~Oh ended 
I .. 

/ t shortly ~fore ~ ~tf}~.~t.::~Pll-t .Qn.-./i~t1,.6, too~ 1Uhaji 
P.t ,i . t . I' 'I t 

·l ; j ~~~tll.L Sbaga.ri and ,~ I to P.\~Y f11nc:ti. o~a~;"f.~ ' t a.or()_s s 
1-. , 1 ' 

1 
I . ~ 

. lf, ' 

1 l~ :tho.us~~ o--r towna . ~<}-vJ,JJ,age~~ ):~r ai~~ _ rcw~s. , .• ·. ~oot~. :l:n· 
' I ~' .<. ,, . t • \ • • '~ ~ . - • , • • ' t I ! ' 

,, 1 i sever~l doz.en of . t~~ _ .s~r~t ~.:J:a~i •.. th~ , 9'·~~i;~~nt met :huge . 
. _ 'I ·,_ ~- "·· _...:, __ ,_,. . '\ . 

, I ,l pr~wd . of ~pport.e:;s · ~?, .~~lco.IQe!f him :·~i tl'l,i-~9,.4-~ent. The 
i · , ' I 
- • , • 1 I 

~ ~eeident ~ ~~ .. !l~~-r - ~.~rts - li>f.. 1;~c~l~~np,es to reach his. 
I . • ... ., ': I· r' . 

' people so as to .~~~ ;:~,~ e~ ~.s- cOlltilWSA b >J.iepared.ness to 
I • • - •• ' d&± lz:L~~ Jt it' ' • 1 ! ;.· I • . 

H . . .:·iJ .. fi~r . ! j .~. I • 

~:.ae;-v.a. ~ _.Ona · si@;ni ~~ -~Pqid,~n,t,_,d~in~-J"W.~ ·.,~ec~io}1airing . 
t\ r; • • ~· · .I • • ·- "'.--, ,.t, i·· ·· t '! ; ~-!.;.-.-(·" · ·.~· I '1 '~ ~t ;C, ' • ; '· • ' ·I . 

1
.· 

1

~o~pai~ .~~;~~~;~1~~~.~- ~~ ~ ~~1~,/_:tp~n £or an , 
' :.. - ' ' ' ~ I' 

!:' '1~~?,,4uf:ed" ~~ ~ 1W;I. .t~;~y~:~~~~~ .. ~·~te~·>;ff~~;,:~~~~t~ in ~ain 
' ' j . t 

• , I • ,0 I'J I 

i;? .:t··l .. : · · .. Li , ... ;. "'.: ·· : _. ... .;;: !!J .. ":· :~ ~. "T f \ .. • >~::: .. ,; :.'··:·· 

. )·'• :r· .... . •· ' ' •> ·• • . • :;.I I .. t '"o- '1• :.. r.~1 !~~..>.,. · • , L 1 .: • \ ·J~ 'rt. ~ (· • r 
, •. \ "! -:4,. ~ 'r- : .~ ; f' : ,, ... ~ .· 

I I 
' I I' 

.~ .. -l'= ; ~.~, i("(. ~ ~ "!~~r - <~·; 

Dt' s ·ursaN~~•iull ;; ·;; 
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he rolloed' up the .hem of his f:J_owing white and grey robes 

and gamely slightered through two luch mud, touring a ramshackle 

warren of stalls where everything, from fish to n :~il . were 

offered for sale. The shoppers \vere kept v1ell back fram the 
I 

1 I 

President, but they were enthusiast:i:c, especially, "~•hen I I •" 

Shagari raised his fing~rs for OnL'; ~~.~;.~t~,o~i.lan. cl Destiny. lind whnn 
. il 

:· the die was eventually cast on imf st ·.6 .. ·1.:t, h~ 1 elect§)3'Jat~ec:night · hv 
• I 1 I ; , ,r , I' ' 

have considered such', ascapades in acldi tion to simila r issue 
I ·. II' 

. I ~ 
I ' .. which count on his favour. 

!' 

-4. The National Party of Nigeria feeds lt electorate with 

accurate and verifiable facts express only positive and 
·.. . 

constructive ideas, like in th~ cause .. of ' his campaign at 

Gboko 83 Shagari was telling tpe ·teeming ~ popUlation .of Nigeria 
l. ; l 

on the economic condition of 1his countr,Y 'and suggesting that 
1', ' . 

I ' I '• 

when voted t o power he prorn~ed to bring 1to' norm~lcy the 
{,.~ 

I, . ·,. 

but he emphasised ~hat a lot Rf sacrifices have ~o ' ! "·. ,., ( 1 I t I ·.i .. ' -;. ., . 

• • . • 1 • ,r , 1- i 1 ~ -- ~ , 
by N~ger~ans ~n that . cours~ . : . . · , .. !: ' , 

i:' 

The National Party ,: of !N'igeria· h~s b. e.~~ · polite mild, decent 
'
1 ' l· Ill ' ·I ' ' 

correct languages theffe . IU'e achiev~di' through the campaign 
• I ~ I 'I ~ ; 

, and 
•I 

team and the spea}!ers, li~ -qba ii.hmed, ' f:rpm IKano , the Leader 
I 

I ·' i "\ ~ 1 • 

of the National Campaign ~ea:m, 1l.lh'1ji , Uma.rU Dikko , \vho \-:here . ' ,• 
very vocal and also Dr I~ahim Tahir, the13e, ' type of o en in the 

fold of the NPN and many others in' the 1 s.ta.tes were people that . 

' . 
I; 1 

I 

.. , 

,, ' 
li 
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are
1
intelligent very ~rsuasive 'in th0ir language who avoid 

~ 

exploisive and offensive pronouncement in the cause of their 

campaign 'to the NPN. 

-6. In the campaign strategy of the NPN, the Party has 

succeeded in avoiding violence, hooliganism .and nuisance from 
. I 

I 

. the electrorates. It is the only _ opponer~;t 1l ~ha~ made violence 
I I ' ' 

possible in the cause of .the · ca.mpa~$1· ,1 :J 
I . •\ .u 

-7. vJi th regards to the musician wh;i.ch1
\ ~.r~ 'loc,ally possessed 

. '• I !• . I' 1[! 
I .•• I l ,, ,p . 

,' by the Party they performed very Hell J..n the.'}exposition of the 
.t 'jl 

I.L 

I ' ~~~ ': ' ,,(• I 

I . 

r ·, i \ • 

'
1 'NPN. 

I ' 

I··'K~e NPN organised Rallies in thi ~~~~ion~, States and Locql 

• 
1 

.levels, villages and each and every corrier 1of 11the levels in 
I ' I. j I; i . ., ' 

1 I ' 

' order to extend the message of l the 'NPN which they did by the 
- . I I I ! -

I 

use of vans, like buses, motor ·cycles, bic;x-cles that were 
I 

::::..strihuted according to states then t o local government 

' ' official . of the parties, Among th& strategy 1of the N?N, were 
' i . 

· the posters that were put across it· 'poin:ts the use of public 
' ·I It . 

address systems to make these messages unde;r;stahda.ble to the 
.".o!· I ' -L' 

, I ; I • ' . I 

• i \ : ~w· . ~-~lqsl .. , 
·' '· ·I• . .l . . . . : lj J, . 

,-8. \'ihen the other .eeptuagenarians ~,~rtfes~IP~~ied themselves 
; 'q .i !' -~1 

I 
· ;public. 
I I 

;· ~eeping all their tribes ,in ch~yk beN-nd[1tl;l?m, ,. the NPN as 
' ~ - . i ' I i I I' . 

\i , .. t ' • ' l 

. '~ 'sti'ategy of it- c.ampa.i_gn went a. fishin£{ i rl minor_ i ty areas in 
" : . ' . ' '. . . I F I 

· f th,eir attempt a't -extending such fishing , to l mi~ori ty areas of 
' . I 'l 'I ,. . 

'I ' I ! .. I 

Yoruba and I.ho.. ha.a. now- carxi~dthttJt~ir :pride 'as the only 
I ·i ·. ' '' I ' .' • •;.•: 

-1 , 
I f f•. ,. 'i 
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nationally accepted Party in NiGeria. 

In order not to allow the sight of continuity to change, 

so that good things and tidinG" fl...re not abbreviated by the . 

temporary quest for power and i ts lpre. q1fi _s . .i,tes, we never engaged 
I· 1 i · • ~~ " \ ·I •j I 

i ' . •I • ' ~ 'I I ' . • ' . 

in steri;t.e litaries and prorest ~~a.i:qstj~ ~he'• organs mandated. by 
· · t· I ,., 1· · 

' , ' ' t ' . 

the Federal Military1Government lto :~del and c ~nduct the 
- I 'I l 

. I • ' r I ' 1,\ t 

elections, FEDECO .inclusive tnor .di.d·1NPN jr e,taliate against 
J .l I I' 
' I 

verbal or physical · att.acks of whatever ,dysgription, by our 
,, 

opponents, because ~]}N know that they oust carry the~ along 
. I ., 
I I 

·. -rrith them in the course of prosecuting o~ programmes for One 

Nation One Destiny. , . .. . · .(. ''ii '• 1 

! i ! I I ~ .. 

j ,, 
. 1 •, · r. -1: 

J.l.J. NATIONAL PARTY OF NIGERIA .AND ill.ECTION1 RESULTS: 
.,. • Throughout the federal Republic oi Nigeria general election~ 

I . . . . 
I 

of 1979 for national and state officials 1t1ere conducted on 
. I ' ' t , 

'f ~ I ~ f! . ; . 

:ll four succ.eeding Satur~ays :i,n' Augus, . JA:l1tq-G.a+ ,of 48,633,782 
' . • . • • I ' I' "I I' J . . 
' , 1 • , 

1 
I : , 1j j;. I 1· ',' 

'f'' , eligible .voters had been legally 1roc;ist erod~ · To leal off the 
I I ' 

~- i I ~''' 

series '·of el\)qi;ion contested was 
I I il l . 
l , 1

/ f I 

to choose tha·1 95. ' '~embers of the Senates 
, I · l, , I 

, I, ) : 
in which each of the 19 states w:ts entitl'~d !' to tne 

process, ' the fir$t or'l the 

l . f ; hGld on 7th July 1979, 

' •l . , ·r • 
representation 'of five Senators • .. Thes e fQllowed on 14th 

I' , I 
July 1979 '. by the e..econd .of the series'· of 'ele'ctions. This one 

· ; 
. I ' I 

C.evoted "fio the choice by the v oters · or;: th, •449 ' members . of the 
1

\ I 
01

1 ' 
• 1 I ·, . 1H 

K-::::~ i onal HoUse of R.epresentatives. Seat~ ' ~iri [ the House were 
J ' • ,, 

;1 _! .1 

apj_Jointed to the respective states by the·, Federal Electoral 
.' ,, 

1· . . I .' , i 

jCoramission on the basis ·of popVl::ttio:q. ·~. Th~ . third of the 
l I : . I·· I, i ': 

. b~lection, held on th'e ~.!'It J.ufY .191 .w.p,.Sif f?r1j the selection by 
·' . . : " • I . . '. I ·! ll! j 'I •l'·' 

. I . I • . ' I . ~ ! ! '" . • 
_I--JI; , t.JJ.lG,-•".I .. t r·. · I ) 1 i: • f · __ , ,_ , ,, . , !.{ 

Uwz P.IIU.iih 

\ 
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the stat.c ~lecto~lte o£ t!ieir House ,: of Assembly :cwr:Jbers. 

The Constitution )Jandated th~:.t cqch stn.tes House of As sembly 
--:-·- -.-.· 

would be compris~ of thre(;; times the n'..lDbar of members which 

it was ·entitled t 0 3lect t o the National House• of liepresentat.ives._ 
. ' \ -) • ·,1 

Thus a total of 134 seats were at stake~ -'.: ; .~~ ·.:!\. 
· .,. · ;. ,r ·: ·l 

··. , .. The two fin,al e:~ction Saturday's r~~r :oes~:qred ·f or the 
' I . , .. , . ' •.• • I . .,. .r· 
~~cho.·osing of the vote~ in the various,; slt~trs , ,: lt p .phoose their 
~ I I . ' ' \: ' 

' I ,, 

f 
Xf3~pac.tive states gov~~ors then on' the 11!thr Augu,s~ 1979, the 

• 1• 1 f i': •I I. ' o ' I, 'lj '!' ,' II~' il ' 

·•· , ' •1 ' • ' I •r · 
voters asked to make \f.a.t wa.s their final! .pilgrimage to the 

\. ,.--._ I ' I i '1. • 

' .. tl 
polling st~tion to e~~t Nigeri's first :nationally elected 

. ~ •I·· 
I I 

President. By th.ia Ct\f.J..on, the voters comple~e.d their -- --..._ ! 
I • 

democratic efforts and :'l~lped launch the new, c.onsti tutioh 

which had taken th~ P:::>C:!3idential, ratlu~r than ;the pa.rliamentazy 

syste~ as its model-

If the result of ~.e election is some~patj: liiffioul t to 
'i p ';, i 

I ' . • • I ~" 

depict. and Bl..'mma:rise me.~irigfully, two . f~c;t10I'f~~~~gpvunt-ed for l'JUlch 

' . . i.11
-} ·.ti )r ·t 

t ' .. ! · ''I'• ., • , f l: • ' . " -.~ . \ -l • _ .... 

~f. th~ d~ff~ctl "'.Yt. :· ·j .. \~ ll• ;N ··• 
,, lt . 

;{a) ~: The holdi!g of 'the illect.ion on di.frer~t \ dfl-1:-as, and 

l . 

, . . I ' .• ··1: . 
(b). 1 t~ ) conte~J.ng of the election by la!'i.ae~. t,q political 

I. • • • . ' II I i ~~~ ·j I' I. 
• ~ I lj ' - ' l r ., . I 1: I r ' 1'1:. i ' 

~ ·; 
1 
~ie? most -,.r YlhiclJ. ~d not l chao~ ~:tq 11nter 1'each of the 

I :1 I 

separate . conte~s (although all £ialded. <rndi4ates in the 
' . i'· i ·. . 

' .; . , 

presl.deutial co.r..,eet). ' t • ; : 1. ; • ' 
! 

On the elect.ior, te:..d· on the 7th July a tq~ ' of 12,532,195 

voters .cast ballot t<. ~t membe%8 of t)le ~naye in this 

contest the 
; _)..~IL.oa. I 

its clalm -as 
I 

! '. 

National, Party of Nigeria. ].l't:om;>t~ ~t.abli.shcd 

NigeriaJt -?-~ . ( aJ. though · po~ ~aj~l,ty) , Party · 
. I ,I ~ : , ' 

'· I I" " tt .. .. , 
i i~: \ 
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c.,:1. d;i.d not relinquish its f~rst pl::.tce standing in any of 

I • 
·t:1e subsequent ~lection o£ the ieries \NPN) caiJtured J4,1% 

:.,.f the tota.J. senate sell.t in the .process. NPN: swept all the 

·five sea ts at state in eacp of the four stat ..::s, niilllely, Bauchi, 
I 

Benue, Higeri and Sokoto and won tJ;l~e e, f3~ats e"lch in Cross- River, 
. '. ): ' I 

K3d1;.nA, Kwar!l and J.t Rive:r: States, • . ·It lalso · gained one seat each 
• 0 ,; • • I I jl 

1l 1 

i '1 '3 ·:Jrno ~ Gongola, and Plateau States. ~ NPN success in securing 
~ ' I t I I f . . 

• I 

•. .>:1._{:c .Sei1t in each of the 11 states ml rke. d. It W"tS trul:r a 
I . . 

0 ., 

n._.,~_._; C::-:'.a l Party, . at least in the- se~e ' o.f;·:~'it;:> demonstrated 
- 0 • It I )I lp.' .! I 

• •J . \ ff' (i: 

c:: '_1 !'1 city to sustain substantial vot~r l· ~pp~al outside its own -
', I ' • •I 

• ! • . lit I 

=~-, ':l ;~-:_r_>P.pl:.icftl base in Northern Nigerli,a. ·ii, ~ ·-~ .. ! 
lp~ , • , ; ' I 

J f; :HI to , 

~~embers ' of the National House ' of Representatives were 
I I t ~ I • 

~E;]_ ectod a t the 1'4th .J1J].y ballot,Jm;~. 1- e~ .. <;h };U.'ty r s sJ.·.;),::-t> of the 
I I 1/ , 1 ,! 1 I 

; I i ;I ~ I 

in this selection "';;~s irem..,rkably close to the tc-·~~~·.1 vote cast 

·~L:ue received in I II 
the senate ballotinr:: of the -or evio-qs 

' 'i -
I ,I 

I 

case did Party' ,s 1 sb.ane 1 ·chrmge .:rom the · Se.tbrd_ ? YS. In hQ 

I 

u:· .• --:. .,us Saturday by more than ·· 15% df , the l•votc, 
. ~ I ' ' \ . t ), '• 

: tj , t I 
- - , I o:: 449 soots at stake, .NPN aGain l ;:;d tho field 

i-1 0 '0 I I ' 
I , I 

~:' ::.c.., . I t;s first place finish b:J;our:.±ly I ~t a t lGast some of 
! I: c ', . 

with a total 

by \vinning 165% 
I ~f' 

>I •' ' 

the scct8 in the . House of represept'1-p~vr, 1~ff ~+1 but three of 

• 0 •' 1\' " ~11 : 
-G~:e et~L·s of the federation. It's ,fail1U'es were in .Lagos, Ogtin, 

, I I , I l <~\ 
I 1 

1 lt · 
I' I j•l 

On,::.o. NPN greatest success as scor€?¢1. dn its geographic 
0 ' t ' ' 0 i ,,~ J, 

~I . , 

1--F.Je in the North, where it· 'fqn1'1(3,1/ tthirty-one seats in 
I I I 

, S0l-:,to ~tqte, but i t13 imp:t;ess;i.v_;;, .q~tf'on.-::~1. · ·~~ 
1 
a~)peal was 

: - . . I ., ·r'i ·~ , -
. e~ - j -: r;-, ~ · in its, performance in Cr<>SrS :River· State where it 

J J 0 

' ,. I ! I · · 

• ·. ?~i :.·.·;d 21 of the 27 seats at st~e, n:/l dth~r political Party 
' I ' .. I •' . 

•I l ' . I ~ i 
' . I 

I o. l 

., 



I 

\ 

I 

-i-"' 

!" :. ~ .- . 

\ . 

I. 

l 

a 

-~-.-.~---_..,......,...,-- ,........--. ....,.-.· _.,...._...--- ~- ~----·--

57 

could. match NPI: geographical scope of triumph. iU thou'gb it 

fai led to gain a majority of the seats in the House of 

Rc?resent ative NPN was in an excellent position to form a 

coalition with either UPN or NPP. 
: 1 '•r l , 

lliter, two election Saturdays, JGvoted to national 
, 'I' 

' I· It t I 

~ lagislative representation, the nex. ' t"f' o 'l 1~~c.tion Saturdays ' " I I I . •f' .. 
t ~ : ' I t f t• I I f t ~ ' ' I 

\i t :::G • ,:: evoted to t l<e t ask of choos:Lru_.'-:_ .. legi_ slature .qnd ·executive 
• •I 1 • ~ ,-J .,.,\! 1!11 1 ' I 

,! Qffic.i ::-.~.s :for the 19 states government~ '(tr' 1e L:~j;a-sk on 21st July '··· 
<It , · I , 11 J \• 1 
t~ l . ' •: . . I ' I 

_w ~c o c~ : )oso the membership of the -H9u
1 

se l of ilssembly FEDECO 
' d 

' i 

'~_ s-:1 a110cntod -l:;hree times the number of 'Hquse. of. Assembly 

(" ·.")· . .., ~~ ;: -'l: C. 

:r: -:lt:. ~~n ~·.~. 

e.:::ch of the state as it had bden 'awarded in the 
.. I 

1-:ouse qf Representatives 9 t o i:llds~rate how the 
.-' 

f o.rrr.'lla ;-10:rked. The exam111e of 
j' " ,, 

Baucl)i IStBJte'1 may be used, Bauchi 
I r t· . I ·, 

s <.:at s ' in ' the ' n <.-, ti .-) n House of 
[ 

ha s be en auth :::·dsed t'·'er1-t~r (20) 
II 

'•. Re:rresentati ves , so as entitled t •-:- s-lecit~ six·~y ( oO) members t o 
• I • · . 

1 
1 ' i ~ • ! I . 

' · t t · t '· t · _,_ ' , 
1 

· 
1 t1 

.1, • '· · d d · t __ l. (- "s, mvn cons 1 uency. ens :::-1 c ~, :. '\·I-~ s . c1nv_Tr....J. en,., y G. l_ V l• G 1.n o 
i' I , I I ' 1 :1. ' •1 I I . I 

· ~'three (3) house of Assembly dist:ric·~ 
1

_b_ i 1'''W,1_ }.; b,o~ Thus a total ' ; . . ; I l,l 'I' j j! I ~~ 

. ,, 

1

0f 1 ~ 3h1 Hpuse of A8Q P.rl)l :r ~\C?.~ts v~~r~ · ~~ -, sta.k~ Vhryir!t; from 
I'! . ., : . I \· II· 
.! 30 in lb.,; er to 138 in 11.::-n.o ::of these isc'at.j .:rtpe,r-~ · ·.-~ere 3,300 
•l \ I i ''I • 'I.'. i 
•f - • ' ' i ' 

c :;,rcJ. da·~ as . Gcmo=; ;_'.:tl=· y , pqli tical ~ar;t;i es ! did not fi8ld 
1 if l I 

I. ' J• I t ~ I + 

cani ids. t..? for al l House of Asseml?'ly' s ccnt~est throughout the 
I 

state of the f ederation but tende\i . to limits t.Y,eiY' effort to 
, . - . ,. • . · r · 

. ' . , ' I 

: th"JR~ f:rO OB'J:'aphicC~l areas · in which thair -~~O;Psect of success 
I 1 I 

• ' ~ T !. ' I 1 I ,, 

;:c~.:..:: :::,Teatest the NPlJ was the excep-t;.i6p. ~ · 1 r· ith candidate in 
. ' ' ' '.'I~- iii 
. . : . :I 

c:r :~J.y (·v u:-:y . ::ingle constituency, 1 1 1334: El.lll .: fold. 
·,: 

, 
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58 
t,,i' l 

UPN had 1,005, candidates entered, while NPP chose to contest 

only 588 seats, GNPP battled for 99~ seats while PRP concentra ted 

its efforts on 405 seats. NPN finished 'first in the competition 

to control House of Assembly by gaining 35.4% of the vote cast • 

This showing enable d the NPN to win 481 assembly seats throughout 
, , . I 

the federation and brought control (or .majorLty states) in 8 
-· . I 'lj 

(eight) Assembly in Bauchi, Benue, Cross . .J:,i;i ve;q :.,·1 Kaduna , Kwara, 
' !\ . II' •1,1 I 

'' ··, ' ·\ 

Nig~r, Rivers and Sokoto States. NPN 1 :p.a"tf~ ,c;rqat, :srppeal was 

~airi , displayed, .as it 
I· ',, 

I rt' f ,:~ r: ';· ' 
won control of f~f. ·s ~7bld:·e; .. ~t the opposite 

end 1of the federation. t·; ' I • :.u: ' t: I 
1 1 i '!:_ •l·- r ~ , , _ f 

' 

.... t:i ., ·\ ··1· •.. 

• 

1 

' 'f'he; guberna..~al contest · ':lero · a~,· n. ~~. e;t~le~:t :Ln balloting 
. . • j \; , I ' . 

of, 28th July in general, the party \<Jbicn ·h ad i won maj ority 
I 

., ,. 
control of the house ·Of .Assembly of a :;?artipvJ-a r state wa s 

I 

also successful in winning the governorship of• the s ame state.-

. ' 

I n Kaduna State, the NPN controlle d a ma jority of the Assembly 
I 

seats whil e the succes.sful Governorshi p of the , state .wa s the 
I'·, I 

PRP. norqinee, The GNPP which was : the GOVernorship .of Gon~ola 

also gained the largest • number of . seats 'in -jl;he j\St.~te' s House of 
I 1 ' 11,.. I. .i1 

Assembly although no po:).ltical Party actually lh'ad\l a majority. of. 
'I I 'I l · 

1' ' 'j ~~ ' I I 

. the , sea,ts. 
l n1 

; j I "1 i o ~' ' o • . 1 . .•• I I~- ;!.• ~ ,_.; 
i . ! V"' . ' ·ill'· • .• !.1 , I, 

I , ' . I . 
National Party of Nigeria obtained 1 ~~6 1 • • ~~%~~ ~f;l~all the votes 

1 c.a~t in. gqv-ernor.s ra<>e-s. and .succeeded in ~ ~~e. pt.iz:r;·:;~ e;v.en of its 
I ' ' •. I . ; l. I·L' I ' 

m omi.nees. Finally • Nigerians voted· in the ,'·presidential 

j ', 

jel eption held on 11th August! 1979 with the ta,bp1at;Lon of the 
' I 

~esul t s .of the pre.sj.dency balloting , the . .mohtb.:.iong ele ctoral 

" ,, I 

.· ! 'I 
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process of 1979 was completed, an~ the l as t ~tep on the road 

back to civilian rule taken in as much as election series had 

launched .Alhaji Shehu Shagari the elected President of the 

I 
1.. 

Federal Republic of Nigeria has the 
1
tct .. a~ ~ot: cast of 16,846,633 

. .. . i .. l . 

out of the 1 registered voters nUI:lber 'of ' 4t; ,.433, 757 throughout . 
'· •: 1 • l : I t\ • . 

1
,1 , ~he federai;ion u..-,~ti~g ,to · J?_.63%~ :. 1 In . ifh.e i 9outhern part of 

j,' I I ·.1 I . • ' I I • • • l I !· ~ . I 

~ I . .. t . I I r 
! · 1' this country, National Party of Nigeria' has• 'the total votes · 

;1:. I . 1 i. jl . . I 

. IF. c'ast of 8, 707,676 which is 38.4.3% out PD !; the i~ ~egistered voters 
I ' . . , ,, I .· . 

I t; . · ;. ' • 1 ' I_ I 

of 22,652,666 and in the No~thern : P~r~ t~~ rhe federation, Alhaji 

Shehu Shagari has the tota~ vote c~st ' or 8,138,957 which was 
), I, , •· 
f 

1 
• l t I .' · 

I i equal to about )2.84%. Imcombine, total of 1~' the southern and 
· 1 d ·l.l' 

I, . \ 

northern pa.rts of the federation, ·there w~~~:hotal of 47,433,757 

re~stered voters out of which 16,846, ,633 1 toi;al votes found a 
1 . rr ~ 

N~tional Party of: Nigeria Md eqWti j t~?5.6J;6 of the total vote 

t . . j I •' I ' \! 
I f 1 t ~~ 

I 

I 
l: 
~ • 

I 

'I I 

! I 
1 i 

I I 

H 

" I 

·cast throughout the federation, the~G l od in the instalment of 
j. 1.. '' 

' ~ . -
.Alha.ji ·Shehu Shagari as 'the , cham:;?ioil 1of ·.;the 'other party leaders 

• ,. ,1 I I I', · 
! ~ ' I ; '1 . 

and was what made him the first c~ecu.ti;v~ <; P,r.esident of the 
I I• • 

: 'I \.' 
'I I , • . ' 

I ~ A · 
'federation of ~igeria in 1979. 

I •' 
t t ~ r ' t 

It was interesting to note that •none .fof the five political 
il ! ' 

parti&s fielded a running mate from any cf ~he minority states, 
. ' I ! , t ' 

I ',_. t ,, • ' . 

but yet it was the min~icy states 1-.Jho 1 held the balance of 
I ·i 

Power. This was clearly evident' b~~,: th~ i· vict~ry of National 
. ;r 'I I· .r ' ,, , . ·. r . . ,, ... 

Party of Nigeria, NPN, In all the. five :, o;L~o-i;.'ions NPN scored 
• • ;.. I ·i ~ '' I ' .. 

:. 56.99% of all' t .he votes cast .in each , qf, the,.five minority states. 
t I L··l 'i' 

,1;; I !(! ,,, 

·' < 

. I 

;\' 
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i . . c;r: _;-_lA OKADIGBO: The Mission of the National ?arty of Nigeria 

ibid pp. 4. 

ibid pp. 1 o. 

( E,iike R. Nwa'1ko) Ass oc~~.tes. 

, II I , ! I ~ 'I ! ~,,._ ~ 

'
. .I I I· >,I I ' 
. I· 'I······ L 1 s · . !;} 

I \{.
1

' 1! 
1
\ t4 

'i: , .r 1 ~ tn · \ 
• .I ,, 1\o · 

HARUNA A:DM1U: N{geria, the Naki~h: ~:r ]?residential 
1 ' ~~· ~' l ' 

e;overnment, 1979 ' General~ Election. · 

System of 

. I ... \· 
'· ( 1': , I , ' ' , . jfl' ' I . 
:-tt1!'. i 3.L • LABAIYI BOX,AJ!: Shagari', Pres~d.~1t'1 by I M~thbmatics: New 

' ' ' 
1 

' I f' 'l hJ,I,<(" 

Nigerian Octobe:~: · ?6, 1~r.9.. • 

. 'i 
'· 

I 

1 I 
I 

4· LABAIYI BOLAJI : 

,, ,,. 
Crisis Whether Shruzari 25% of vote cast · 

·' ;_! I . , 

in' two-third C}) _of
1
t:he 19 States in the 

Federation. (~~t~~ Tribune October 16, 

llll). . I ,. 

r' f""'TT~ - __ .!;l 1979 ELECTION: "Tentative Assesment of Cons.zquencies 

I '• 

I 

C.· ' •. ry-T T I AIII!C D GRAF~ s ,-· , • . ~ IJ I lll'la.J.. • . • 

I 

and Implic8-t:!- on . H ' ·New Ni geri ."t. June, 
' •l ' j, ': I I '· !\ ·I 

13, 1980. New · NigeriF.~ June 14, 1980 
. II ·I 1:. ' 

: ! .' 't . 
New NL:;:eria Jrme 20, 1980, New Nigeria 

j ' I t I I . 

' ~- I . { 

Jrme 21 11 80. l '!;i·l· W •··-. . . .· I• 
• . • 4 ~ 

• · I· I 
'FEDECO Electi· ns ' 1979, The Nigeri:m 

..,... I I ·I I' I . 
• ·1; ll . ~I. 
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CHAPTER FOUR · 

~-....- - · .. :fl. 
... .. ~-;~1 

"f 

4.1 POLITICS OF THE NATION.'l.L P.AHT'f OF NIGERIA /JiTD 
POST 197~ ~EOTION • 

~~ ·--=-- ~- --. 

Election i.s a legi tima.ta means of ch<mg'ing political 
; I ,. 

le~ders in any democratic sooiaty. 
I 

In 1979 .. 48.5 million 
• t I 

------

Nigerians went to the polls as against th,e ' phenomenal increase 
. I 

of voters in 1983, reaching 65.3 milli'on. t ,'~he 1979 general 
' \.) 

I ~ . ' 

election ~esul ted in the NPN winnini'; an overall cast and 25% of 
• - • j r 

t';' · il I! . 

the voters recorded in two-third of , t~e ~ 11\ ~:rates, of Nigeria, 

the consti tut.i.onnl raquiremant for .Sha~f:l;i 11't; become the first . '· 
1; I 

Executive President of Nigeria. I' 
l ~- ,II • l t ; i 

~ ;'; • t . 

· Before the oleotion commenced there were indications that 
\ 

I 
! 

.. defeat would hardly be well taken 
I' ' 

contest. A long ~&Wn out debate 
I 

by \any side'' in the 1983 

over the •contents of electoral 

\ 
act focussed largely on the issue of me.thod:

1
·· to. be used in 

I ' ' 
'I·, I I 

. pomp.iling the r~sul t • That was \vhat 1983 fS9-'Ye,~ promiriene ce to . ·' I.! 
, 1 ·in· order to avoid the problem of rig:~·ing p, s '~as · the cas e in 

't I 

the 1979 general election, where 8 lot , of1 nlalpr,!'l.ctice s and 
1 1\ 1 

\ ' t .· 
frequent diversion of ballot boxes by ) olitica:J.., party officials, 

t \ ' ·\ ~ 1~". ',\ I 

'· I -1'. 
bribing the FEDECO officials who v1ere at tho lse,rvice of 
I \ 1\ I 

I ~~ ·~·. \ 

politicians. In the course of thes0 ~l.~ctio:q; ~ exercises 
·\ ;. \ 1\ ' I ."':,. 

~hroughout the federation. These conccpt~ons kent ringing in 
\~ 1 · I'·• t - • 

• \, • I ' J . ' I .' 

the p1inds of politicians who hdd . the vie\vs( th'\t, though this 

practices the winning party or oth~~i·sJ t~e .IN.at.ional ?arty of 
r I • 

Nigeria was al>U: t.a SBCU~ the !}umber of votes ,,wi tnessed in the 

1979 general election. Theref~re tlus question becomes the 
. I . I 1'· . 

:.:. 
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most)~bntroversial issu~ and made them t o have decision to have 
-;,.'~)i ... -];;- . 

the b~hot counted at the polling booths. The Unity Party of 

Nigeria and its fell9W opposition partie s,", the N".l?P (Nigeria Peoples 

Party), National P~rty of Nigeria, the P.eo:t1les Re-demption Party 
! 

1., I 

.~reat Nigeria P~oples Party, Nigerian .. 4dv:a~c~d Pc=>..rty all supported 

. ... • • I t I I ,,, • • t I I ,, t \ 11 

}his ' metho~. llle NP~ interes~inglr · ev;f! r ~·d, formulate a 
I < I• I. I ,! !, ,. I, ' I I • I I 1 . ,, 

I. um· fied posi t~on of the issue. SODle mer~

1
e:rs 1t of the Party ,.,ere 

I I . ' ' I ~ IJ 1 l l 1f 
I I I I I • I '. • 

' . I 
, Of! the opimon that it ,r'lould mak~ . ~1q 1 di.f~F::rience \vhere c.roters 

·I I . I II. '' 
counted once the voters' had pe;rformed 

1
thei f ·~flpk freely and 

.• •. I 

f airly • Others felt that countinG at the ~ooth ~;;a s a safe 
d • 

and fool pro~f guarantee of correct &s~essm~nt of th8 voters, 
'. .. I 

while still others were of the opinion ,tha t ! this method would l 

lead to manipulation by 

of what actually ensued 

unscrupulous officials in the light 
• ·to 1 •I ·I· 

I 1: \; j. I 

during the el,Gction'! i t .seems likely . I , 
. . I ! 

, ·that a little of everything happem:d is impp,rtant for an 
i 1, .I . . 

u~dersta.nd.ing of how Nationa.i Party of .N:Lgeria i;ri umphed in 
I·• , •· . I 1 ·. r ,, I t , 

I 1 I I. ' 

th~ election, for one t? realise ; th,at tfhe !:!'IT_ ·N diq not tre~t the 
I . . . ' ,L .I I 

I 1 1"1 ,I ., .... I 

, ele~tion in isolation of the o'ircumstanc~1s 1
1
and., •• si tu;:d~ion 

II . . , t I~ ' I ' ' 
~ i . I • ' ! '1 I~~ ·i • 

· ~urrounding them, while ~arty :rhetorfc t !l,Ov(e,~ l like wine from 
. , I '· , 

,the so-called progressive group. , HPN, ) Oli ti.cbs' •;1ere busy 
J• I I '• \ ' ,' I 

organising. For example, in the Rivers State during the . . , r ., 
' .I I l . 

J. • \ re~'i.stration of voters while the Hi yerian ?eoples Party w-hich 
' 

had been the major threat to the National 1Par~y. of Ni geria 
' I to ' 

i 
el~ ciion of 1979 results waas busy 11r.otes:ting' ~d proving 

• •• - ! • I -"-· I 

I t.< 

II · 

nrocedriral issues to the courts the 2ational Party of Nigeria 
1:- I I ,, . 

· , ;, t ,, , 

~stablishment was bussier getting out ' its .mem.bers to the 
l.f I,,~~ ·· 
q < ,. I. ...... . r

1
· , I' l t .• , 

· i i·J ! I 1 i~:· .. 
• ;, 1: \~ • ' ~ 

! .r .' ;·, t tt H· 

I ':. ~;J , i • )!.. . : 
~,t .. ! 1 F '~~ 

J 

J 
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registration centres. The out.come of this e.ct W3.S th.9.t when 

election tilttetataetiae the NPN had an iron grip on the attive 

electors while the opposition p:u-ti esy GNT:F·_, PRP, NP?, UPN and-

- · d NAP seem to have m11ch vocal sup;oort _" but . vt.-'-'Y little org:=!nised 
I 

b ki . ·;. :\J ac ng. , .. , , ·r , 
, \ - ) ; I! -~ 

' • . 1•1 ,\•· •;If ' 

On .reflection, there axe oertcin 'tr~nd~ which came to the 
. ' ~ I ~ ~ • II;\ 

• II' 

' surface in their election -and \-Thi<?q c~1 .1
1
fqr ;caution and 

·~ . • • • -. ~ 11 ~. 1\: I 
•\, · 'I t It · t 

',( ' dis~·ipline, among the major issue·, t f at4 arqse ·in the final run-up 
~~ ; ,, ' • I ' I• • ;.t ~ ,.\. I· 
L' I • I I • 

·~ ·' ' weeks wa.s the question of violence as · an inteerBl reaction on 

\ 

. '• I, 

' I . ; '1 1 ' ' • 

! 1 the part of disappointed •· competitors and \participants. In the 
11 ,. 
I I 

' electoral exercises wa,.rning signs. •appeared'\ most ominously in 
,I , ' I 

i 

· t~o of the states in the western regiop, 9Yo . and Ondo states~ 

.. there ware also smaller bind nonetheless worrisome, incidents 

of unrest discerned Niger, Gongola9 Cress River and Benue states 
I 

as well, when the election actually' began it was the escalated 
' I 

viiblence in Oyo and Ondo that captu!:'ed the. heq,dlines but there 
. \' I II -~ . 

\ I\ 'It \ 
v1ere terrible incident of disorder in almost1 alii. states esep 

I ·, , ;. '· l.l . 
• l' ll I :1 
especially in Niger state where a munb~r r~l :&'WDEC,O officials 

I 
: ., I 

I l:J, 1, l " 
, ' I 

\i , t 1 • I : l ~ I 
ware burnt to death - the Benue St8.te , ,.rr~re 't4e

1
.younger 

I I I i ,. I 

brother of the NPP · governotorial p :mdid"'.te~ Y.r .\ ~aul Unongo, 
,, I \ I I ' 

\'las murdered in cold blood. · ' The most ,frie,htening •aspect of 
! ' I 

the viol.ant reaot.ions to electoral result 
•• 

calmness with whid·, a large cross section 

was. the. cyni oal 
' l' I . 

of the,· po:pulace seemed 

to accept the -inevitability of these acts, the •only conclusion 
I 

that neutral observe could draw from tbis · attitttde is that there 
I ~ I 

is an entrenched sense of apa.thy and distrust
1 
in 1 th~ Nigerian 

I 
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I 

political psyche; arising out .of the t r aumatic nature of 

_political developnent from the fi r st r epu.bli c thr ough mili :tary · 

interrugnum, u p to the present experinent ·,.;i:th t he exe cutive 

pre sidential system. This sense of a p,a thy and distrust l ends 
I • 

I I . 
itself t o political manipulation in v~rious m3nifestationf and 

. '. tf • 

vi ol~nt reaction ia only one symptoms ! q'f 1the l a ck of poli t i cal 

faith. 
I 

l 
ll ', i I • 

I 

I L~. 2 Jlill; ACHIEVH"!ENTS AND F.AILURfS _OF SH.AGlUU: L D!1ITNISTRli.TI 0!-.T 

Th e politics of' 

leade rshi p of Alhaji 

;. I . \ .l~ 
1\ L 'I 

Nigeria in the 1\97~\' to · 1983 under t~e 
I 1, . ' ill 
. ·I ·1 

Shehu Shag-ari was 'democratic the system 
I , 

·' I; 

of politics that emphasises on freedo.ru , · whi'ch i s r ooted. in a nd 

; . 

1

: · grow on self d.i,.s-c.ipline, self rest~ai1~t 7 reci pr ocal r e s :pect ,. 

t 1 and tolerance. A lot of other fai l\in :=-s 1of the sys t em s t em.med . 
I . v • 

• 

from these low political cul tu.re 7 \V'heth cr it is corruption, a bus e 
t ' -

of office 7 mismanagement or megalomania , i it. is eaey t o trace 
' I 

\ ' 
I I 

their root to lack of' self disci :;Jline , ·~ L~ck of self civic 
I 

symp8.thy, lack of s oCial responsibility from the hi gh est . . . 

office holder t o the lmvcst. Freedom H-3 ? m.i,staken f or 
. :' 1 ~. ~ I \. ' I 

I ,, lic,e:ntiousness of course the disci~line ·;'and\ :i,nteml)er ance of . 
I .ll. 

t • \1, I ·i; ' 
politi cal l e aders hi p was translated, am~lif~ad 1 and transmi t t ed 

II i· ·~\1 

\ 
,. 

! II 

thr Ough the whole f abric of eli t Ni geria.' · 1 \ft..:·,\·. 
i 1 i 

.•t • ~ ~ 

t .: I 

.' FAILURES: - ---- \!~: 
.I 

I .li't • l 
I . ' . I 

'rhe President and Commander-In-Chief~ of :the 1b:wed f orces, 
• I. t.' 

·1\.lha ji. Shehu Shagari was the first f<x:;;;~ut~ v~ t.?resident und er the 

flag of National Party of Ni c;eria. ·and hl.'s ·· l~~dershi p Has 
I \ 
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' ' '-~ cused c.~ ·olitical, economical and social mis-handlin!s which 

t~1e . c ountr~- did not expect of in the democratic set up of 

i979- eJ ed::Jinistration, to start with the poltical mis-h ::lndling 

thut cans·es the failure of Shag~i res ime wa ~: t :1e persi steF~ . l J . ' \ 
' ' 

c:>nfrontation between the governi.n~ and pon-5overning ??.rty 

I . I II I I • II 

,I I I '\f' •: lj 

in t he state as was the. case of. thel, reaction l! " G. e 'JJr t!le Great 
. ' t ! I ' 

• .; I , t' ~ :~ l 

Ni geria ~':leoples Par1ty by mobilising. th~ other four :r0L' tical . . . . I . ..,., 
. , . · ', r . 

·:r'r;.:;:-ti <:? s · to put a stop to : the Natipna:t. \1'. 'fr~y of Ni&eria E'.S a 
I ; ··'·' .-I I 

' I 

r esult of the announced presidential an~ . gubernotorial 
' ·'· I t 

c2..3ction of which N.PN emerged victorious ·.· There is ~lso " 
\., 

· ·:-- ..,, it.i ~~ violen~ where the National Party of Nigeria could 
1, 1 l 

• ' 1 

ih 
I ' 

I '' 
i ,~ 

! 

I 

~ot have the majority in the legi.slatl,ll'e like in Ka11.una. 
• . \ j;. 

'\ 'i 
You 

·l s o find a lot of c~ses where the ' stat~ g9vernorc are at 
' ' 1 l I 0 

·_ o.<:'.«er heads with their party 9ff~Cic'}~S ,·, ~s 'was the cqse in 
I . ' 

·'-'ID_;CJla, Kano, Kwara, Kaduna etc. ,I the 'UPN leade~ ::: "' " ~ ""'P "'s ~d a 
~ \ ' •' ' \ '\ . 

press con.ference- v9icing out their · g!j.eviB.?pes. oL t he 
, •II , '•l ' 

• • 1 •r l,' 'l I 
_ ~~RJ dPnt~al candidate for lack p~ ~e~\~fem~~t to be the leadAr. 

I ! ' J I 

' _.,_so in the Shagari Administration ' one had to notice the 
I . ~ ' I r l . I 1 I 

~ ' · -~ .. - ;·J. q be~n~te governors .and 1 ~tate ,coinmi.:::::::2.CJn8::-s o~ 
' I . ' -!I I: I 

' 1 ' •. I 

:Police one one hand and between Police. Fo.:rce and the State . : I , . 
' ' 
controlled Exelu.tives which the administration could not c-;- .:-ul 

' I ' 

P:~.:'t l e ter led to the impeachment of :Balarabe. Musa fro ~o. :~ ~ "-.; 
' I I 

,··wc::nor of Kaduna State~ a lot of pol.Ltica.F mis-composi tion 
• , ! 1 I; ' 

I t' t . , . 

~ \ l \. 

, ! : '_.-] · 1 · · ~ fiee the _wli tical mis-achievem~n~ of ~hagari regime la13t;Ly 

, .. ii 1,: 
' !I 
d \; 

.... , i tical parties that Shagari's party 
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mostly contributed to the / ailures of the .Admi:nistration 

because up~o 198.3 only 12 out of 19 states fonnalised an 

association which was openly with the NPN Government. 

Economic failures under the Shagari adminis c; ration was 

identified with the decrease of f oil . price and ·Jroduction 
.. ' I. . . 

' despite the international f~~our~b~~~~c~ . of pe·roleum. The 
. '. ]l' li r._,.' 

. I •I ~~~ ' 

Nigerian position ot' ninth lar_~~s ~ :o_tl l.\Jproduce.·:: . and the leading 

supplier of crude oil to the ;Upi t,~d ~~13tes. '::wo years later 
l \1"- ,. L I 

from 1979 - 1981 earning from oil'1,whi'ch acc01.:nted for over 9()}6 . 
' .. I · .1 • t .• n 

of total revenue shrimped from \ 22 ~ 4 bi~lion ~o 9.6 billion US I ., I . ' 

Dollars. In-deed world ,dae recess~ on, ' ,in.- 1·ease conservation 
I ·' 

mea sures in the w~rn countries and1
t devising entry into 

western market by the OPEC nati on.s r~~:nJ1ted in an oi], glut which 
' ' 

had a devastating effect on the Nigerian economy . For two 

weeks in February 1983 for ~\ample lhgeri a could not sell 

even a drop of crude oil. 
'' 

Ir.1 effect ex·~1orting earning fell 
I -

from 14.1 billion Nigerian Qair13- in :• 1 980;;rto . ~': 10.9 billion 
. ·I' , 1\ . -~~ . . \ I ,, :I ! , 

and later~10.00 in 1982 ~ereas ·'rrvef!.u~ . ~rom oil fell from 
'·• I I , !, • 

·H12.4 billion in 1980 to No.6 b~lfiq~ ip J 9~2. External debts 
. ~ .:1~; ' l 

rose from 1.1 bill~ i~ 19.80 t p. s~3 1 l1bil1ll~pn in 1982 then 7.7 . , I , . . ' 

billio11; in 1983, ,de~t service ratio~1 in , the sal!le year shot up 
' • \ ~ • ' I . 

~ . . I 
, from 1.1 , to 9.1 and ~0.1. Thus ~conqmic · catastrophe devastated 

the Shagari administ:,a.tion and by : extens.ion the entire 
II ' ' 

II I . 
democ.ratic effs:rt. ··1 . . • 11 , ~ 

Socially, the .... enunent of Shagari 1 f avoured certain class 
,' 

'of pe-ople in tl\e ad!Upistration as Mioist r :r:s took th~i;r:- kick-baok 
I' 



I 
\ 
I 

' 
l 

I' I I. 
~ 

l ,· t 

I 
I 

I 
I 
t 
I 

• 

,,. 
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' • 

::· -3Ild bribes , contractors br~zenly. over invoiced, business 

peopl e hoa rded goods and tri:tficked in Uaira buccanears r a ided 

ships in high seas property shark and land spe culators 

manipulated politicians into leasiiig t hem huge chunks uf 

pea~ants' land. in brazen abuse L .f l~ th.e !·better ~nd despite 
l ' ' l ' .I II~ ' ' . 

' land ,use decree, ~mugglers p8,r,f.oratecll' our boar d er s \vi th 

the 

. . ' ' . I· I ' 
! ' , ' It 

bribery amd nurdero~s ships tur.n yd lj~ l ~t our :?or ts and loaded 
I ,. I: 1 I l 

oil and sailed off. I ,· ~~ '. ~ n !(:. 
Given this level of anar,chy :i,n h~e;h plac es~ the I1a.i tat sine 

'\ I .o 

riots, in Kana, :Bakalori Masacre .;i. n
1
, T~lata Mafara local government 

I I I 

in Sokoto state 

in terms of the 

should be seen :. in~~:r;uC?;. ~~ciol ogical perspectives 
' . li ' ~, I ' , 

follcwer anarchies ,; 1a.rtq · v~ ~lence, r e jection of 
1 I I., 

I I, ' ) 

·' 
temporal Author·i ty and the denial of peasants' enti tleinents, 

. t.; , I, 

money to operat'~~ .they mani pulated 
I ' f ' : . 1 . . 

political party needed 

their functionai:r.:es to dirert ftiJfds;' for ; ~he purpose. But having 

led public along evil. pa.th. . ·, • 

Despite the above the Shagari 

.A-dministration, tl;le first executiv e i pr eisi:d,ent of the Federal 
I l ' ' ' 

I ; I' . ' l ' i,• ' . •. : 

· ~epublic of Nigeria, Alhaji . Shehu •. Shat;a~i ~ has achi eved a l ,.,t 
. ' . 'l I ; 

in the political economic and socia:;l · · ~ 'pl;l;eres of tlr~s count :cy t o 
I 

st_art with the NPN flag bearer, Al~1.-q~ i f~~hu Shagari' s . greatest . 
; ' I[ J I ••' I ' \ (·' 

achievements was that many Niger~an~ l ?~~f.eV:e Has hi.s ability to 
t.jtj i ' il• 

lead during the transi. tion from mili t?XY:~ ~ g-over:. :.mt and to have 
• f ., L , • •· 

'u -~resided over ;the establishm~nt ~f\ 8.' 'i6o~p~~·x : civilian governr:Jental 
• I 1 I ·_I _) I I • 

' I·· 

a peaceful, atmosphe~e J . · The ~esid e.:..o".: J Alhaji Shehu 
t 1 l I 

1- - . ' !!.\1 1. 

I 'I, I 
·~· ' I\, l •t' ,, I -\i' • •·,.'-' '. r .... . l' .. . . 

\ :; I I Jf' 1(: ', ::!· • 
I ;1, . .. • ,-,:,, 

1l lo; f lj. , l If 
· 1· , ; - 1' ,, 

' I ' 

·! 
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68 . I 

phagari was the president who ·~succes sfully restored people's 

confidence in their capability to ·none ademocra6y whe symbolises 

their as piration to organise their·~ lives through freely chosen 

~rocesses of consul tat ion and coJ+ceri~us~~ . ,' .. ,, 
'\ d l.t. 

Despite a very hostile press ,' '; N~gef{i~ still boasts to be 
. I I '! ~' I '~ t"i ~ fl; 

~ - -' · ~ - , , ,_, :I • 

:- ?-ne of the freest press in the WOfld:~1 , l::).~agal)i hAS p!t'OVided the 
i4 - r l I'll. \:·1 ,\ OJ f 

•, nation 1tli th a 1 supris.ingly ge:aerojgn}yernments. There are no 
1 I. . \ . I ~ I •·I \ . 

l' I. '· I tl . 
, political ·prisoners in ~ Nigeria go c;ind wh~n granted reprieve 
. ~I' >' .\ . . I . 'I q~ :;'j ,\I~ ~!l! . 

to 'the leaders of the secessionist, ~.1Bll ;:\fra 1 : 'he had unwittingly 
, I ,t; I \ 

I i rt' 

paved th.e way into the hearts of'. the Ibos who see in their Ikemba, 
t 

a symbol of" nationalism and Ibo prid,e. , 1 .f\. ,l,>imila r reprieve for 
' i• I 

, Jack Gmwn no doubt would not be disadvantageous for the cause 
' I I ., 

I I f 
of National Party of Nigeria, rather· it will hel p to improve 

I' 

its image and that of the President, .. Alhaji Shehu Shagari. 
I 

We can never forget the monwnental . success re achieved in 
' ~ •. .1 i ! ) l II ,4 ; I 

' ' '\ :!' I 

I ) :the area of fo.U crc>PQ. production~ ., ~~1l.g~Ff ;:")Vi th his popular 
I I . ; ' . I ·II.. •J. 

\ '· G~een Revolution programme, he creptecli,pla:6y ~River Basin :· ' . I ·' I ·• . 
! ~1 - I .1 ·1 :' 

Authorities. Shagari pumped millions •of •petro-Naira into 

l. . I I' J . ' I' . . ' I I ,, . 
' ( ., . . I. ' 

l 1 .. MITioulture .and, .i,n the process gave r·mpetus11to mechanised 'r ~- . J ' n . ' 

t i -~' ' j ; . • . ' ' ' I ')' '\ \l I~~ i • I 
•. " \ l • •. • ' ' . t ~ ; <t ~ 

· fannJ.ng t · 1 1· -1 - \ • 1 • •• : 
• I I : , 1, 

1 
r , II~ J ; 

I .. 

On housing, Shagar>i for all programrr?e~ that H3.S aimed a.t . . . I 
•' I \ 

i , giving all Nigerians a ro,of over their1 heads, 1 he built so many 
~I I •, \_ j ~ f l 

' . i ' • I ' 

.. · ~ low cost houses all ever the federation~ i~1 botn states and 
' ,(• t . 

. ; \ 

local gove-rnments. that by the time .he l eft office there were 
• I • 
!"•. , 

i enough houses to go roUnd. the , needy Nige~ia.I[s· 

. { .... • r -1.'' , -, 
'I·'' : J I )~' IJ:'I'',' ' I a 1, ~ · - I 

. I lj 1 J I· 

. ~ ,_·. j''f.t.' \.j ; 'tll . ••I, ,. 1·1 
} " ·'· :; ' t l ~~'j; I, 

1: • ~ ~ ,! I '1 '·• I lol 1 ,.. . , 1n II .• , •• I I ~- • •. .• ' It ·'I\_'· i' 
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69 
Alhaji Shehu Shagari rose·-~up \to the voice of the people 

riding the nation of lawlessness, ~isorderlines, -indicipline and 

crime. 

4.3 THE COQP AND THE END OF NATIONAL PARTY Qlt' NIGERIA 
. I . ' 

I I ''. 
The second Republic li~e the fi~l~ ' re'public crumbled like 

. . . j II tl 'II'' ' 
a pack of cards when· the military; struck ·,~11 ' December 31' 1983, 
I l " t t • 
as is usual, with most syste~Ds, the mil~iary pustch r e presented 

, 1. I \ < 
. .. i I :,• \I. I 

' I 

I ·\ \, ~~thing more than the last s.trand on t~e ?.a~~l back. 
I, . . ,· .. \. !_1 .. ·

11
!=. , 

Which is to say that the actual t~\en~s ~orward the 
I· .,, ! '·I 1\ ~I 

disentegration of the system was set in ' lo~g'Ubefore the coup 
I , •• •I 

! ·~ • ·\ l 

... ~ ~as ever contemplated. ,_Indeed.' as ~f~~r;P~. e-;e ' will attempt tc 

II I ' \ •,.,,,. p~ove the e.econd republic, cont;:li.ned ,.
1 
r~;~ht . from the beginning , 

.the very eeeds of its own .des.tructiol tl. ·It ,: ,·,· .- ' f1. ' 
I • - ' \ I, • 

1 J '\ • • 
t~ I ' l 

· · ' Thi s will not be the first. time such an assertion is made 

q.nd nor Hill it be the last for at .differe~t ~tages of our 

.' hist,orical evolution, .en . several 
I ', I I' I 

occasions at .constitutional 
I ·•_I li '' 

, i·: c~~~erence, political rallies, in t~e pres~,\l, s,eminars and 
~ ' I 

.lecture halls, the debate had and will co~~-~~ue to rage as to 
.! i ' 

~Jhat 1consti tute the lasting solution to our s'poio-economic and 
! ... . \ I ; I~·· ~.r_l 

L I I ' I~ I I 

political pr<:>blems. In the course of 1 the~f d
1
ia.1,ogue and 

I • 'I· '• (\ '•.' I. I I 
·:-:- :-~ -- _-:; s es, there has emerged various f3CI?ools ,· or. : ~houghts whose 

~tl ~ l: ·', ·~. . 
v.ie'·T points regarding the issue ranges , from e.xtreme right to 

i ~ • . l '' I :~ • \ I • 

' I , i ( \ . t 

.wt r-·~e left, from centre right to centr1e': left i etc. etc. 
:• 

•1 I 

l -1-~ ·.:r ·wer, as a matter ,of fact, all these ~uni .e:r:1.o us ' ·ideological 
I· I . t 1 ,l· \ \ 

I •' 1: , . 

s ·l.: ·~ ... m d.s can be red~ed basi
1
cally into t\vo cate&"ories for the 

I I ' ; f tf . !\ 
• •l ' 

', p-t'.::':lc2 e of analysis and as a matter of. conveni~nce. 
. I.' 

1• i ~ 
I "I I •I 

; ,· •I i'~ I' 

'\ ' 
•I 

• 1\ ) j• 



~,.. 

' - ' · ... ... ___ · · ~ .. 

\l 

.·1 

\ 

l 
i I 

I 
J 
l 
I 

I: 

-~-- -"!!f -~· - ..,-.-.--_.. .. 

I 

7f'l 

. The first category represe~ted the bourgoisiG school of 

thought which is centred on protection and promotions of private 

property as expressed through private ownership o:: the means of 

production, distribution and exchange. · In effe:ct ., this school 
. 1 ·r .. \ ,., 

! ·\: I \ I 

·• .I ' ' l· •i ! I 
of thought has always bucn dep:).oy""f' i.~: ~lc .fence of status quo and 

' 1 . ' i . • i I I 

t :i,' •' it, consti'tuted precisely in Nigeri9 1 r;i gh. t ... ~~ ~.r.pm independence to t 1 
1 

• , I • • I • I r .r I !1 ,1. . .. 
. ~ date. The · second cat~gory r~pre~e~ts l tln ~i ' Narxists sc~10el of 

t ~ t ~ ~· , , ' t 1 1 , \ , ~ I I., ; .. ·~ . - :. r ~ . 

'ir, .thought, which is based on the rat;ion.:Jl' behind abolition of 

t:· 
. I '' 
! !I! 

• I •· t '''I I , .·· ' 

private property at the same time advocat;ing sociglisation-of 
· l:1 I ~ 11 ' 

• I' ' 

meru1s of product.i_on as a necessary p~e-copdi tion for a 
I ' 

' i 
resolution of societal contradiction. 1 'In ) all their ramification 

' ' 
i 

in essence this school of thought 'propagates for change from ~he 
I '' I. 

I . . • 1i \• 1 ,.· ; 

I! existing order of things as charact,erisl3d 1 \.b~j'ex_ploi tation and 
•, . ! 

oppression wf the vast majority by ·an insignificant minority 
. t : ·, . 

• 1 '1 . 1to~ a kind of society where freedom 1 .J j }lsti ce a~d Bquali ty \vill 
l' • • t · · ~ , 1 '' I . 

1. ; It . 'I •ll 1• 

j I f eign, the: strugglG ?~tween tho~.; ~ tvro · '?ontond1··· n r; ideologies 
~ . . I· I I 
~ - I [! \" - . ' ' ,. ' : I I ! I 

' :·,· .nredates the indepe:1dence era 1 and e.Jt~md~.d '!W.ell ·back to the 
I ;.r •' "'' I j I ' . t -t : i ' . . . ~ . ·, . , r ~. . , '·. ,i :f •. i ; 

i peri~d of , gecoltnizati~n when :tha, 4n~·l;ti~n~~~s i( movement split 
. I 

basically i ·nto two camps on mattens : of strategy. 
f ' I ' ~ ~ ~ 

1 
i '~ ' 

1 
1 , 

As it i.s n.ow a corrnnon knowlccige , .~ t Has 'th<.: vi ow points 
' . . ·I If' I I'· . 
'· I ' ·J , I 

of the first school that tritimph2d as ·th<J qominant idt:~l.Jgy 
I 

' 
. which has since thQ:a continued to ·.informed jth.:~ ,thinking and 
j . • ' ' • I . . 

' I I 

actions of the ruling class, as well as 1 th~ pPlicies ,..f the 
. ·• , r · · 

• . · • 1!. I• 't.i 

. ,··succassive ragim0S .'-~18 have had in this reg:i~n~:r As a consequence . 
I I'• I ! 

1 • of this develepment, self governmaat · amgunii¢d ·to nothing more 
. , . _. r • . ) 

I I .: I ,, ' 

I th,an a deal struck between the ' Bri tisb, ,_:i,mpa.rial power and the 
•' I t . I . I 

' . I 1 I I ~ • i l '. ~' I 
'• . I I, " • ' ., .. ,1. , 

t;;· ~- .. ~ .. !· ! : ~ L I 

I.' lr '•' l 1 . · 
·l 1 . ' 1 : ' i I f I 
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Nationalism under which the Pp \·mr ' conceeded control over nations 

e conomic iife where as in r eturn, the l a t er wer e a llowed to 

take over political power, in ef f oc t 9 ind cpendcnc2 was r educed 

t o virtually nothing mortJ than its s ,,mbolic ex pr essions of a 

' 
mitional army and a national assemb~Y Til 'F ,of which hav d very 

I 1\11· :( •:t1• 

li ttlu bearing as obj ective mat eri1a ;li. ?blndt ti on of v ast ma jority 
. :. .,,. , h '1'1 I 
·' ;I r, 

l 

I 
:· of th0 populace who have been cof deU' 'r .. 1.:;d, !1 9v;er the y ua,rs, t o stt 

_ •• " ,.. • •. . .. !It •. I .. . , , . . r~. _ 1 

i l ~:·'1 )~ l , . . . ; I .• r ' . , _ . 
I,' . H~~ · j'i' 1 state of abysmal squalor, ~gnor1c(.~lld. ) d1~ seas es. 

I \. ~ 't ~. I " ' . I . ' ll' I' 'i '!'I ' . 
' As 1 t turned out .to pi} t h 2 as J,, , t h"' ;! s:ucc Eh~d1ng years 

I •' 'l I'·J' '' . I ~ f'( :. " I 'j, ' ,: I '• 
; t l iL I l)'"'.d er t he firs t r e public wi tnessod an· increase i n the t 8mpo of '' u I '' . 

'' : ,, l 
·I . .. inflm-1 of for eign cdpi tal, one 01ie h and . and uriva.t e investm;;;nt 

I I 1 -

J • d I . 

first w ts , a'ci1:L \::v dd through a .ort th8 other, whereas, the 

I 

i 
I 

•; deli bor a t e policy on tax · exemption andt· liberal isa ti on, 

1 ' I). 

r epatri a tion of profit and a host of .other inc Gntiv2s, t he 
I I ·, f 

second was ·promot ed largt:ly through ' ,Jolitical patronage as 

expressed in t erms of awards of cont~~ 'ct:$ 'impor t licences, 
. .. I .• . ' I 11· )11 

. I,, •. ''I' 
bank loans, pluts e t-cetora-et-cjel' cb.' l,. l·~~~- ~ accumulAt ive eff ect 

I' ·, '\•', ~ I• 'I >j 

'I ' ' ~ .•I, ·.! r J, 
1
••· d of a ll these. e:x;ternal and dom8stic j poJ.'i c. ics , vfilS i n effect t o , 

t''• tl I, . I· I' ~ 1. f . •• 

I; 1, - .l.o I, j 
11 r• I I • ·' 0:\9 •· ! ·' 

j '~ .; :, ~, I \I ·~ I , 

• ' ·i I . . . ' ' . It . ' 

1 ~ .... 1

1 .. f l.rst drive the country furth.;r i n19 t. h e 1 w.~ .. eb. :1 of intennational 

1 1 u;wnopoly qapi talism', s econq to pro , ot 'TJ t~q !~murg.:mce a nd 
, . : 'i· \d '· .r~ 

t cons <.J li<:lation of a local comrrr.d o;r ibolirssoise and third to 
' I 

·' I f ::i !1 
establish and strengthen a commi ty · o[ in;h~res t bd wuo::m t he two. 

II •• I; . I il I' I . I 

.,: .i 'li.s t hb structure and destHw of tho · ~cmno~y · ~vas being de cided 
! 

,· , ~o also wa s the political ocesses of tho nation '"hos e character 
I 

\" 1 8 l ar gely prGdeterm.:.n\9d by the formcl . IIhus ~ . in an attempt . 
. I I I ( •• 

, I r. ' 

. J .• I 
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72 . 1: 
' 

to protect and promote its economic -interest, and as a matt.Jr ., 
of oppcrtunism, the · ruling class resorted to manipul3tions of 

I -
all kinds of primordial sentim-.Jnt a .. <'1d loyc: l ty such .<:~.s rdigion 

ethnici ty, regionalism and a host of others \.ri th a reckless 

,abandon and in an unscrupulous nJanner ; ~>olt t;Lcal parties 1vere 
j 

fo1.md along ethnic regional line as ~e?~I'si~~ted by tho NPC 

. ' 1f I . 
1(Northern Peeples GC"ngr~Jss) :in 'the North 1 1

N.C.H.C. in tho 
. . . 'h. 

1
1· ,·, I 

E1::1st and A-G in the vlest all in,· a lbid1 by, _-_ ;the ' different factions 
I ' ' 1 , ,, 

' ' ! 

of tht: ruling class, n~t only to· .,captwc. i ~nd 1 retain p~wer but 
. , _· _ < -~~ ~~ ~ Iff I I . . ·j {, Jl ' 

also, and this is more important, - ~9P.fbyj :.J,f in directly -'-• 
I I .• I I ' ~~; l 

siphoning the state treasury as v~cJ_l ··fo.s ,Gxploi ting the working 
· 1 " ,I •1, · I 

!r. ~ ,! ~~ , ' ,. '' • I, 

I l ' ' r. \ i( 'I 
I I • 

:,~ people, thus competition in poli tir ai· ;1i; ·ower, bec.:::un ·-'l a matt er .of 

in ·term of· politicisation of census 

l ·h '. 1,1 If • 

,. ' lifp ;md death an expressed 
% !• t 1 1 ! 

I 
~ ,, 
r ' 

I 

eXHT'CiRes lof. tbe , ..Judic.iarY, I· . the P?~ice, , 1 ,thc11 Civil Service, the 

Armed Forces and worst still in t erms of 1electornl irregularities 
I 

.all of which went aleng way to cr~d,e i "'h3~8V·.~r · confidence 
I ' I 1•] 'i 11 

' I r ! I 

poople 

the system. And 'dneryas ':poopl8 be came 
·' . f 'I I I 

' . I. ~ I 

disenchanted with the system and' were ruuc~ous of chango. The 
' I 

I' • 'I ' Il l' f 

pol,itical system as SU<lh that it ,·could l no1t 'make for a peaceful 
I ' ' I ! 

t. 1 ' ' 

transfer of political power, ,the si tuat.:j._ori. ~l-i .Thus created 
I ! ~ • . 'll i I \I I I. ~ ! . I I 

' , r ' It· ·jl ' . 
· _ - I I 'rl· 

,condition for a vi.olent change 2nd s erve·~ 1 \as, the immediate 
f 

1 1-r~; ; J· 1\ 

' ' tit . 

1
c f use for the . military interventiop. lin't[th~t ~ol_i tical life of 
.I - .I I, 'i ' ' 

' . -l- lr. ·:) . 
tn~ c.ountry on January' 1, 1966. 

1
! · ,., li ;,, l f.( .. 

j ' t; ~- "l 'l' '• 

,. I , The t~irteen years of military t~t~f';s~~ in the 

;; :j· ~1. historical :evolution of NigGria poli tic~Jl~~processE:s w~s 
·- ·1 1 · '! ·• .1· • 

·•! \':I 
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,· 

characwrsi.od mo:po ey- its cont.inui~y a nd . .consolidatioll Df the 
4 I l II I I • 

I 

I'' ,. 
' 

: .. :·.status' quo than 'anythin£? 'elsa~ · l V~w. t:ualty.:· :pothing h A. d ch:mged 
t· ·1• • ~· 1 

, · 1 • . , · ·., • l\ · li r il '~ ! . · 
- [·· ~~ .. I· 11: I in WI'lJlS of socio-;~ conomic a,ndr ,pql· :r;· ' ' t~o · c· p.I. 1 structure and v alues . l .

1 
. ·1 · 1 1. , : 1. ··t .1 ~ ; ·1, ' • ' 1 • ., '. ~, ·; • !! 

~ ' I I ,j I . I ·t tl' •· 
ijl ~~~~~; .• 1' ,\ E:xc ept ·1• for the oil l boom wl.1ich ·' not . ' only 1 .q~pendJd the country 
0' j j' I. ' ,, I 11~ ' \'

1 

,. . > . ¥ o 1 ·, I 1' 1 • 1 I,,, . . ~ .. I 

i !•\ ! ~i_.) , :• rcsour~o s base but ' which ~ -"·i to j th ~ . ~· ~1!hl~~om1cn ::1l grm:t11 of the 

f 't t I •I ' , ' I' • 1 · r t ~ .1 . .. , , ~ J , ' 
I! ' i' ' . , I f f I . -) • :d \ public and privat 8 s .~ ctors of th·~ . ~ cor:wmy •.. T!ns dvvelopment ~ 1 · 1 r I;!• • f_· , 1-.,. i, :! r 

I~ 1 1'1 i I • ' . t' ' 18 I ' . 

l·l , !, ! ' ·· . was also accompani0d simu], taneously by~ an unpr ..:cand8!1tcd increase 
1 ~ · 1 · · , · ,· r si ·. 0 , • • • • 1. 1 • , 

111 ll ,., 1 in the size of p.>wer of the local •bcnmgeoisi c: t h2.t include· the 
1 :1 r. · ~ · · · . · , . : · 0 

• 

~.~ 'I ! ' ' '• ~. \ ! \. i top brass of the bureaucracy, the ! mf;Li1tar/ ,cmd the business 
~ I . . . . , II t; l .. ;•:, , 
i ~ ., '' ~ I I ' f ~ 
•
0 

· , , community which collaborated with . e<iich~[ other in a bid to 
' ' ·!' I \i· It\ i 
J. , • i! , r. 

'
1 

1 ~ .l. siphone th<::: gate treasury. It :,,,as ':Pr ecisely ag.:J.inst this 
' j t .t 1 

.I ti J 

background thnt preparation for; :trransi t'ion,· to civilian rul e . , j i , ·I I r ' . 
. : j ~·; . ~' 1 

s;tarted'; in 1978 with the app6int.lent
1 

of .l a . qonsti tution Drqft.j,ng 
1 • 1, t. t ~ •

1

., , t,l ; · , 1 _ 
' j t. I . . ! . Q ! . t lj ! ~~ \ . 

Committee and later, of a C,ns.ti tuont ;.issembly \vhos e assigrunent 
' ' . '' I I T ·, J. II~ 
IIi ' I I ' '.· I l :l,l . / 
w~s to •koouce a cohstitu"4on ·:fl?r, tli ~ N~~~~ry . It would be t/ 

, . I·· . ·,;, ., ,. 
I I . ,, ' ' ' 

, rl3called that none .of• this bodies, '·,'<'a,\3 ,1?:\ .e~ocrati cally composed 
; ' '·'I 1. I t . 

. 'I I I · 
in the r(;lal sense of it, thus whilo llm.:;mbers. of the C. D.C. wer e 

I 1, ::.. ' t• ' i·· I ~ J ' 1· · . , 
, ; I I I 

simply nomin.ated by the Fed.eral Govornmbnt thos e of the C.A. 
, . I 

II '· t ,' 

.lol 
• 

01 

.. 1 were directly elected through . local,' gov1rnment councils who 
I , ' I , '· '.jl .: r' ' 

vwro t~emsel ves :pot democratically 
0 

<\?:rs ti,t;pt pd . Nevertheless, 

attempt, was made to draw ; members . fro~ ' a ;l~~{;i~ sp .. wtrum of 
• ' 1 '! 1

' 1' , . tl l 
' .jl· . ' 

:· society cotn,v-rising of the labour:; uni~ns ; .,, students bodit~~ as 
i \I , .. , 

I ,. ~ ;r· I , \1 ." 1 

as urriversi ty dons. · 1
1 

· .. 1 ';·· !tt .. 11) , 
1

1 
t11.'' I I I J I tl ~ • \I 

I 1. !· '• ~ r; . \ i 

Of .c.' ourse, no· s~ner ,h~d 'the ,.: 1. ll]i f1i.~~l(!;.; P,crnd0d over p01ver 
i I ' I '. ' ·~ L'\11 .. : I 

the,iteuphoria Mhich gre(;lted lt}ie il :dostoration 
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ethnic/regional parties of the first Republic were reincarcinated 

in spite of the condi t;iop laid dom1 by tho Consti t-ttti'im that 

parties should refle.ct federal character of the country. Thus 

the National Party of Nigeria, riP?,, .· ~~ · t~~~~U~ PN spring up as':- ~f 
I I· ) ·II ~ ' 

i :' ! II i 
toff-shoots of the estwhile NPC, NCNC, ' A-Gi l~)::10se .strong bolO. were 

; .-'' ~ y 7 ~ j l . 
,, 1 h 't 1' .. 

in .the nl;rthern, easter and w~stcrn- 1p8.Jfts' ;..!lf .~· t~e country 
I I .. ,j l,l ! ' '; ' ·' 

The only ~xc;pFon \i ··,~~~ · ~.a~~e.ct being the PRP ' ... ·, ,· 1:jf' I,, 
' t• ' • ! ' • • ·.~ h r\} t • . 
that ·~represented an offshoot• of NE.i?· \·Jh .. o. , G.11.lpr. ~nclpl e and 

I • ' I '': \. \ rf ~ 
. . t ,, \'f .· ' ... 

programme s advocated radical, social ~ransforma~i~n. 
• r, , I:. 

The bankrupt nature of our chack.s . and'' balances which 
I I I\: I' 

l'. \ ' I 'I 1 i .. , \ t I' 

· . ' \ represent the cardinal :principles upon .whi.qh presidential 
'I . 

. I, 

system especially ours, which is a - carbon QOPY of the United 

States consti tuti...m, is predicated 'Has clearly ex pos ad for 
I 

\ITha.t it is. There was of . course check qnd p~lanca batweeri the 
'I ! ~ - l ' 

~ \ ~ ' t I ' 

'·various organs. of gOTe.Dllllent more espedally in· the state where 
' ''· l ' \' ~~ 

· . · . " I I '! 
the legislature and executive organs:.:, rer.1~ ·c~nt!oll <o d by 

J ;. J, ,_ . 1.1 II' '• 

·, different parties. Howeyer, this marE:ly~1~vi r,pt , on to reflect the 
' 1jl, ' j ,, ... ,.l,. 
~· ·t~trfgues and squabbles between:· diffe

1
·en~,:· fab~\~ns of ruling 

I • ' I 11 I I I' ~ • 1t I 

•£ the national ' cake . athe:r: , ! th~ 1 any · genuine 
I ' I 1\ I I . It 

, It' ! 1 ·~· 

attempt to meat the ;J.egi timate,. inte~est r ~··yearning of 
', ' I! !I 

overwhelming majority of the people. 
:• I 

I ;l i 
I i ' II 

;, I I ,, I 

' Corruption which took various manifestation including direct 
• I , ft 

:and .brazen looting of the treasury assum~d ,;aJ "\illpre cendent 
I I I· 

I 

s,cale in the political history of the · countrY,. ·, This led to the 
\ •' \ I 

deple'tion vf the treasuries : as well or the.' b~ptoy "f the 
. ·· ! ' ,i·V 

1 I ! I. I 

government, ~11 of which had incurred . b.oth\ ex;t;e:r:mal and inte:mal 
I I . I I . ' I' . \ .... , 

, .,. I I ' .J\1 . 
. .. 'I'·· ' ,'I~· I 'l'l' '1 '. '''i• \ , ,!' ~" 1·111 ., 
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: I 
loans running to hundred milli~hs l of Np.i:t·a. But whGrever in 

one hand, the rank and file the compar e,d9.,bourgeosi8 was 

s'ilelling and the class was consolidating its . grips over the 

nation notwithstanding 'the f actional, squabble s 3.nd intrigues 

' '
0 'f I 

that afflicted it. fo1oreove:z;, it mado sure the,t it diversified 
-, , ,I ' 

. . ·'I I ' 
and strengthen areas of collaboratio~1 ! ~ .;r~"eep i t and the 
I 

'! • I ., i. I ' I' ~ 
'' \ ·i ! ·,' . 

international monopoly · capital. 
1 
' This, 9ssertion was testified 

. •. • ~., I II.L ~L!f. I I 
. ' ,! ," >~ ' l . II; I' o I 

by the pronounced pro-west policy ~,q[ 'hPq (Sf agari Administration 
' I I.,,,, I· I~ 'lll 

\IThich largely buttered th8 intern~ti'q~a'llll.i~agl:! of the country. 
. . : ~ •t ,·... ·•: 

,. • 1·1 ·,,II,·' 

, It ·Nas also evidence d: by the l Arge! seal ~ •sal ting of public 
• 'I . ·' i I q .. I •.. 

\. 1 . r ~; t , P· 
~oney an~ ~ ts deposition i~ ,f oce~J ' y.c,~un:s mostly in western 

europe. All these coupl ed ' with tn~ ·;stpntatious 1.nd fl amboyant 
•' f :,i ! ~~ ~! :• ' .. 
' f ,, , •. 

life styl e · adopted by·' the ruling, class as ' \vell as the inability 
·: . , l : j ~ 

of th.:: system to provide room for p1.1ac~f{u1 ;transfer of p(Mer 
... , ,It' l' 1 . 

through the eltctoral process, du,lmipate.d in the military 
·~ l i :, •' . ! 
.i,v •f , 1 ' 

' i ·! : . . , coup of 31 DecGmber, 1983. 
I . 

'f ,. 

Another reason that causes the fal.J, pf the· r8public is to . . A 
, I 1 . 1 1·

1 
I 

' I ' 1 ;· ,t 

be seen in political perspectives, The P,olitics of 1979 t'o 
' .. , ·P-·+l I 
'o', 'l.ll )t 'l•,l, I I 

1983 could be best d escrib0d as on~,. ,?~t 2;= s;i:stent confrontation 
! I • I ~ <. : I l ~~~ 

a •. interspersed by spasms of concill~·.a.Piqn. ~llu:nd ar · t hi s three l ev els 
; , ' I ~·. :• i' '•• ,T~, l ' 

, s:>f qonfrontatiop could· be seen~- ;· ;]':': !~ .' ill' 1 \t::' ' 
f . o 1 ' ! \ I ' 

• o • ~ I o ' i ~~ . I fq I • • 

1 
1) confrontat~on bet\veen th.e 'f"~7l rus,~ chl. ef .exccutlves and thelr 

1 I II I I 
· I I ,· .• 1 ,,. 1 I 

; own party hierachies, 1 1 
1 ·j , l\1 .11, \iii · 

I ' I I' I '+f;l 
'o 1f I I J t-

iT 1 'ii) 1 conf~ontation betreen the g<?~e~lV.i:~g ~ ~pd non-gov erning 

parties in the states, ?Dd 'i · ~··~ i; 1~ 
. : I, ( +' "I ! I I 

iii) confrontation between all other Parties ' combined together 
,;1 , I 

'·· ·I'. 
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in order tr;• oppos0 the PresidG.Dt and . his , Party officials . 

which· voiqed its elf out in VArious .theatres including the 
I 

states alld national hous c;s of Af.:sembl i,es., '·'the PrGss, the 
' ' 

media ho~ses . e s ) ocially in t l1c areal?. ,.,h?re the Party in 
l I I · ,,., ' . 

' ,1 o I { I' : • 

d j.d not have absolut::; m.:'l.,jc·ii!t y;: i n '· \;he 
I 1 • ~! I . ·.. I'· t ' <I( ' . I~ ' 

I I I :\ I~ ',. J Ill' :j! I 

legisl.;r,~ure, as thc 1 CijtS0 .w3.s ~ J.. · H. ,, e.d'f·.nn~ •i! a:nd ' the · na tional 
I ., I ' ' ' . ' ,,, :I ' 11·•1 ;~' ' ' 
" .~ I ' I ' .II I i;' \ ' '·.1 ~' li f II 

Assemb: y ' and also i:p. the tsta ta ~~·rh~:r~· ,t1.h'¥, .. \}.'overnars •.-;ere 
• ' I I 'I I '. ~ 11 'II iTj ' . IG 

J , ! I 1l 
·at logg-er-heads with their ! Pc. r 1y .. ·l 1e.&.dGj·· iS.I ... fs in Kano , 

t ' , ''· 1 ·1·&. " 

I ' ' ' i 
1

1 >PI ' I "'~ . 
Kwara. Barno , Go;.Ldola, Cross ~'livur, l11 ldvfers . A.Dd Kaduna I I' 

> J I 11 I • • • t' 

S 
L. ' ; · h . l 1 • 

tatr,s. .• 1f'' 
I 

The ;onfrontations f;!tarted from .' e.:t.rlyl.'! Ju~y >·rhen FLDECO 
I' ' , . I - I I l f ~·:· I 

•'' I . I 

announce<'. the victory "f NPN in the s,en EJ.to,rial election which 
I· ' . ' : .. i I I •tl 

1 
, , \ 1t I }: !1: .~ I_ f 

call on -';neir attention that NPN could. P.~ ] ~.he \·· oyerall winner 
I '' I! ,,, 

' f I II_ ' . . 

rv f the f ~rthcoming gubernatorial and. ·yres~del~tial el ections. 
' • I ~ ·; ' ~ . ,. ; ,.1 I.,,,. 
The f .Grea-; Nigeria P,eoples ·Party, ;GNrP9" ifir;:;tl .. reacted by 
I ' • •. • I , 11 ,I i•i \ ~ I "\ ' 

'· 1 • ··.r ···t '\' .,. 
mo_bilis \ ng the·,. UPN, NP? , PHP, ::.md hi s Gt·:P.B!-~- into!,_ a formi dable 

I ) I . I . ' . ' ' ' . ' I I 
' ' t ' ' .. ·I ' l ' 'II· I' '·I I 

; 1. ' • I I,\ ' ' I I I I ' 

a ~top ~ ~ .) NPN11
, ~ !Joali tion. Thjis . co.ali tioFt:~rftflF~~~~ d.ef Gat by 

1 • ! ' ' ' ' I ' ' ~ ' I I I -
' • I I I . ,, , ' I • I I 

.Al,haji Shehu 'qpagari of the NPN. 1 . ~ :. _l·.i. •I'.' .'1
1
•
1
.; 1 

i 1 , I I I! 1 lJ ~ l 1 
• 1 t 0 I 

l
1

'-~1 l inen FEDECO announc t?d! again jt he · 'i "ictor~l r1 
£. ;_Alh a ji Shchu 

- I' ' ' ~ I • ' I ' f' ., I I ' • ' I ' ; i l•i 'i '!' II ; 
1
· 

Sh_a £";:._·i •f the NPN as the winner i n th.:: • nr.esJ..· 4-8n;_ti al electi ()n, 
0 • •1 ' 1 ,/ , 

, i• . I . r .,, 
" I I ' • i· ,. I 

· t ba FPN lead~Jr addressed 11. press confer~;:; qcG ·.on F}ehAlf of his 
I I ',' I r ' 

; P,ar:y ,- the NPP and GNPP :chall<.1nging the verdi q~ :t ~tt(;uing that 
t, I \' i II I 

• '' · 1 I ' 
no .Jresidential candidate had met the .requj,remept of the electoral 

. . :-, ... ·::. I ' ~~- H!' I ' 
, 'lf I ; ll, I I ' 

de · cee. Chief Awolowo sigrla.lleri the f'ed <~ral I<Ii li t .qry Government 
·' . , ,, I. ''j 

. r:. I '; 1 • · ~'! 
k l ar~.:mge for an electoral collo5G 't o .cleterffiine

1
,Who \vill be the 

j _ 1 ' ~~ .1 .l\ I J ~- ,J.' 
, .I • 1 -\ J::- _j,, I .1 • 

in .Nigeria. Throughout :his term Y1.o+',1: o.f;·f.i'ce, bitter 
I ' 1 

1 ' d j "J · ll ' 
· \ ~ 1 · -~r ii. f.. \tt !; 

I 'I • ·: .,.... ~- ' jP".' 
tl ··_ . j" 

,.f·~·i '·I' .,~:, ill,jj'li l~..ll I 

•• ' ' '
1 

· i . l11d :·(M 1·' . 

• 1, 

·r 
I 
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oppositicn from ~he GNPP, UPN, PllP, rtFP to his r c gim8 and Party 

vias more rule than the exce ption. Also · pr~sident Shagari 

encountered ether forms of confronta tion such a s antagonism 

al'ld r e sentment arising from th8 etr...nic supppr,t \basses of his 

I 
. ' ' ·. I' I II-i ' ' 

. I I I 

1opponents, oppvsed to the f edaral ,housing · prpgr$Jme and even 
l ' I \ ' I ,, ' ~ ~~-

j -•. ,· 4 ~Hh I 'l~"'\:l l . 

d t, st,ruction of houses at 'Ibadan b:r the C:[p ·s i\ q~,j~· gpy~rnment. 
I I \ ' ' 

0 
•\ tl ll lp \.1 .. l\!1 

I . . 1 . , '. •t H 1 . 
PovTGr .s truggl e between stat e governors a:nd sta:b e, M~I Yommission..:rs 

, • • . I' Iii~ o\r •ttl 1'l ' 
, · I· . r J .\ ; " 1 ' 'I ' .,. ' ·t l ., , I I ' \ 

of P_o_lic_e li'orce a_nd .state controlle<t Stat1Gi , ~ecuti:ve_ s l sn ~-~;, I • : I . ' , ,1 t I:~ ;•; ;: ~,· .. 
under Gove.rnor E~larabe Musa which led , t~; p~ ~~m·~~~chment and 

'' I ' ' I \ ~~ If 

r emo.vat ~s · governor, clashes · be,_tween. the s i np.:te·l,wi th_ 'I NPN 
I I • : ' .. • • .\ ,1'! d! 

t I I I ' 
1

' . !1'. ,, 1\1• .. · i. 

Presi'de.nt and the•, lt,edet'al House of Representatives with an NPP 
' ~ t : I ! 

. I I I I I. j \1. I; , ,f' II ' ·I '! I' ' 

Spen~er, especially aftorthe 1 brea.kdown of the •NPN/NPP accord, 
: ; ; i h . 

I I . I . '!I ,• 
part isan acrimony and volatila ·discord on the ,el &ctoral act 

- '' 

p~? rtaining to the 1983 election. Outsi c.e the 'r ealm 'of government, 
I . ' 

' 

it shoul d be 111oted that from 1981 t o 1)i33 • 12 otJ.t , df '1 9. states 
) ! I 1- . 

' l ' ;\ \ ,· 1 t 

. governprs -\formalized an associat~o~ 1vhi ch MAS . op8nf.J; hostile to 

- , • .'\ I ~~ .!\J . . •'• ' t' If{ .,.1 

t he Nat.ional Party · of Ni geria. · · " 1;,•\: ~·l\ · , :· ' 1' ~1~\! 
~ I . , , " ~~ l' I t .\ • 

I ' I . . I . 
The . economic condition under tha prcs~dency o~, haji Shehu 

. ":p~ J. :n~ J~.i 
. . :. f • I! 'I '. . 

ShC~e":t~i\ q.sj"; :"T~.s the ,case above in t hG :pol.:i,. ti'cal. ?f;e~fO\}S 1.of the 
I I \' I 1 ' ,, H l .J ,.,. ;; I , , ._ .. 1 ·.r .• _ 1 • 

end' o.£'1 .the · NPN which I mainly discuss ed bri c;-:ffl'y 1~oz1 t t~e 1
1poli tical 

, \ . 1· · 1111 • 

, diBputGs :that stand '· a.s the gr~ss root to .the ·irn~ · ; r. ,lt .lie 'second 
I I '- ',I -r f 1- t l 

I' ' •i ' I . ~~ II." 
t I j ' ; lj, •; ,I j' I 

republi ~ . Also her e I intend t~ •look
1 

a.t the. e?onomy . of the 
I ,r I 1 , : )1 I) 

I .·• .• ' 11 • I:; 'f . 1· I 

·second R8public, most es pecially how it was · ma~ageuf I After 
: • 1 ! 'I . l 
; ' I I ' i . 

Shagarf c c-une into office, the organisation of ' Oil' l and Petroleum 
f. I j 

I '· 
Export ing, Countri e s (OPEC) again hiked · oil prices~·'' \~.:i,ge~ia 

I • · I ~ 
• t I '· 

oportuniti es appear unlimited. Th<:: country •becamr _the' world's 
. .• ~ /. I I 

' ' I • . t ~ r; I ' ' \ 

1: 'ninth largest 'oil producer and the l e ading supplier 6r .. crud'e oil 
I 1 , 1 

t 1 ~ . J i 

I ' '\' .• ,JJ • I\ 
I 'I' 'F. •-: .• I '' 

. ! .\~ "" 

t···r-'~ 
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to the Unit ed States thereby Nigeria al1os~ surpassed Japan as 

Two years ;later, qarning from oil America's largest crEditors. 
, . 

which account for over 90 percent of t ,otal rov,enue slumped from . .. . .• ;t •• ·I.J( ~ -
I . l - I l . 

22.4 billion to 9. 6 billion us D;;I_tl a.r s l!. i I ,nd. · e."'" 'r;.·~.~\o· :r;ld wide 
I ·' f ' 1''1, '·'\•\' • 1'1 I• . , 1 \ - I o ~ I , . • I '. 

~ r~cession, increased conservation• ~G r- su~es . ~.· ~\ .·~r· d~.western couritries 
: ' ' . I·' \ I ,, I! ~. q, I ·. 

l•, \ , 1- •t. i • ) I 

an.d decisive entry into west ern ma_:r;·ke~ · bY; ~~e ; OJ?EC nations 
t I I ' . t' t . t ' J ~ 

' ., . ··~· I ' , •resulted in an oil glut ,which ' had' "l. dcva s1tat ·1 ng\· ~ffects ~n 
. ! • . • '. ' ' I ~ - ~ I ~· \ Jt• - t l \ ·'' ' \ tl •, ., '_il< :r. 

I the ~' Nigerian economy. For two vTe..?l<:s i n . 'F. ebruary.· n 983 r'or 
. . l ' .'\ I\·.· ;1\,. I I ... l . I ,, ' -· 

' ' I .. ' 4~ I 

insi'·a· nee , Nige:via could not sel:'. Gv en one f. d.rop .\ /)f·. ~~1crude oil. 
' ' I '1 \: l i , , : ·lr R ·. 

The ~ational Developn.:.?nt Plan }Tedicted, •'?rl ~~.1~0 ,\~~;1 2.1 billion 
< I ,. ~ i !!, . .)~, ,1 ; 

,. ! • ' I' \ I ' iol 

barrels of crude oil per day .the 1981 pric\e .\49 .DQll .. a.rs a barrel 
1. • • ' \ ' 'J \': \ ~~· , , . r ~ r J 

. I , 

suddenly found itself strappei with 11.3 mHlipn barrels per day 
I I. . • ' \ I I 1 

• I ,\ ', '' \- l" 
f . I .. ··' - .. -' 

at 30
1 
dollars a barrel in 1?83 and along . w~ th:\1 <;:\ ~~apj.dly 

• • ·, I l I I i 1\ I ' . II t • . . ' 1 . . '.!''' 

m~unting short t e.rm debts. T~e Gove~nor ~ o~ . t lf~.,; 1P~.1~al Bank 

of Nigeria gave a . gloomy ::-eport · as ~olloiv in~ .. ·198 1'1 'o~l , production 
f. ' I . I l• j 1'\ I' l' . ' 

i • ' . I I 11 (I! ,'1 ·' l_,H 
i I ' , 

slumped from a peak of 2.,56 million barrels (mb/d) ·oElr day to 
I , ~· lf, 11. tJ i l 1.:' 

. ' . :ll ... ' ' ·•' 

1.~\~.'{mb/d) t~ 1.2 million B/d in 198~ ':lXld f~the~ ·to 1.1 f1b/d 
' l 1 ' . ., l· 

I ' 'I ' ~ 
in th.e. fir.st half ~Jf 1°83. ; In 0ffect oxporting \ ~ar;ing f:ell 

' I I ttl \ !I \ Ill l ·I : . ' ,,. I ·, 1 ' : 
fr9m . ~ 4. 1' ~billion Nig·erian Naira ·in .1980 t p fi1 ({• 9 .·\~Ji~. ~~on and 

. . .. ~·I. t ~.f II ·, 1b,:r.' , ' 
later jl# 1 0. 00 in 198 2 vherea~ rev onu o fro'!' ~.n.:: f,~lf\ f~,h, 12. 4 

,. . ' I·! I, I i .. } . 
. billio1~ Naira in 198J to roughly· 8.6 billio? ~~"ifa~.ti~.1198 2 . 

Extor~al 'debt!=J rosa fram 1.1 billion· in 198.6 t· 'o\:5. ~j,j'.~i{lion 
, .\ ., ! . , . , , i • ;I .... 1 :r ., 

,Naira ill- .. 1. 982 then 1·7 billion in 1983~: apd. t b .\·~ebt1sl 1 service 
I ·. I . I \ • '1.. ,, \ 

I • 1 I ' r 

ration lin ;the same y~ar shot up 'from 1. ,1 to 9.1: an~\ i'39 ~ 1. Thus 
. ' • ' •1• ,ll .\1~:. I I 

. ' , . ' . \ .: I:· 'I T I· ··tt·., . 
8conomici catastrqphe devastated the Shagari , .A,dmi¢\t:.ra·t. i. on, and ·. \ ·I , . ~. , ' P 

I . - . ,.' • )•' j . , I I \,I 

• • I I' . \111 ' -+ 1'· . ~ 
the entire democratic ef.:t:ort. t'!t-'1 a.l'sof· gav.e a fill 

I " !. •. 1': ·.·'\'' I .... ,' . I h l ·• • 1; \ 1o 

• I ~ .\ I\ :I I 
; ~ It i"- '{ . )~ · ~ 
I F \~ ;,· ,' ti1.\f.$~! ;,~ 

. lt; tt T ja. I 

Ly 

,, 

..... 
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79 
.. 

•. J-'• 
1 '1 • ·' 

I 

into the Soldiers who t~rmiri.ated tho presi,dential system of the ; .,, l 
I 
I ' 

government on 31 December ·19-83 claiming that, ~hey could not 

stand idly by while seeing Nigeria dege~.<it~P. ' :in,to a begger and 

four and 

civil 

and 
j 4 

' . .. • i f . 

violence and the exposi,tion ,,lo.f _t~ fnntastic 
·I • I, ''l tl. . ., \ ' . 

• ' ' I . , ., ; ' I \• I 

: cpJl~up~f on in 1983 alone whic~ i~~~ude "t .he .'~i~ce~t<:)nce of large 
. : ' ' : ' ~~ \l, \ 

bribes by legislat'I.U'e deliber-3.ti~g on the ~ J?enew_ 9-n~of ' a l,llonopoly 
: I ' !I, . ; Ill' '' II:~ l\1' 

1 ~~· ." r;. ~l ~ • ) ~1 '·!: 

cont~act .to a Swiss firm; the allged myterious \exhaustion by 
'' ,, ' 1• '\II I,J 

:~ ;r~ .• t\ ;r ~ · 
1 

' '' l I ' June 1of, t-2.5 billion Dollars armual alloca;t;io1 '' for, '.i,mport 
. . ' ' 'I - • , ,I '1''' ~~~ \\\'t 1" ·• . • .:· • ' ., 11. I· t 1 ' ' 

I I • I I , u,, lJ H \ • .. 

lic~nc~s, P press report from ~ondo~ o~ ~rt~d~l~nt t~mport-. l ' . J 'l· '• '' ~ ~ ft\'I'IJ-T ,\.t.' 
exp; r.;t; tt~&ti·~~ : excoedirig ~6-.o bi;lli~n):d·, l~L·n· ·~i~:ud;i the ar.rest 

. . 
1 

·,· · • \ . 1 ,,r 1 1 ·{ .,
1 

'\· ·· \ '1. ~~, , 
t r,, , ,. ~ , l • } • !' ,, • ' •·. t~ t l 1 ,, I ~··I 'r . 

o;f s.~yeral \.' top officials in Ab1fja lovj r .'an t a.l,log~·d. ~ 20 1million ' I ' \ . I' I I' f, I \ I I ~ ,~~~ ' 
; II tl I •• ' : .\ I ' " ' • ' ,. t d I 'J' I ' l'{ . ~ . . 

d0llars ;(raud ~n 1~ts account·s. T'ne i ,~sappear1anqa\\ of :mJ..llJ..ons 
I " ' I I I I ' I 'I I;. tt •t l ~ "I' '~\ . I l ,.. I . I ' l I J ' 

~ f ' ' I I , I ' • :·' ' It ' \ \ 1, 1 

of i Nii1:ira worth of· ·building materials from· \the \warn \huuses of 
I I • t I 

tJ \ ' . 1 , \ ·J 
I l •· . ' ~ ~ 

1 Nige~~a ~.ational Supply Company, the .rumo1U'ed app1l'e:Q_ ensioi?. at 
l ,, '. ' .... II I I I· . 
• I t I ,. ~ 'I ' ' 

Cu~to~s in London of a Nigerian Gover~or ~ryi~g to( ~muggle 
' . " , . :~'1 ·, I \ 

I I . I I ,( .I • '- 'J I~. I 

sever~l mi;tlions of Naira cash into Bri tain. •' ' The .¢ost 
\ ' ~~ t ' I • I 1· II I ·I t_ ~ ' 

I , ! : , , , \ ii' j. 

disa.st~.rous of j. t ,"{as the r~port by , a , Feder{4 ~ ~lini ~*'~.f: . that 
. ·•. 1 · • . ••" ,fl1. I. 1\·\ ,. 

f - • •i· 1 It I 

Nigeria ~as .losing 50 million N~ra ·a mont~l:~o·,·~~~~~ .·.j~qrkers and 

'· i 

. 'lm.portant 
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• j . , I I , . 

thel headquarters of the Nigerian,.Tpl c:.9oirmuni'c;:ttio~s in Lagos 
:f I , .... \ I ,· 

unde:o Ibrahim Tahir of Bauchi Stat.:::, t he 1·lini~try of External 
( 

. t 
.Affairs, the DevelopmG:nt ,i::.uthori ty in Abuja, all thes e 

~~d i unaccoptable 

m~ed ' sala.r;;r arrears ;oi' 
I ·' , ... 

1 '!f: 

·I 

r esult 

and 

we 

we 

workers 

are 



\ 

I 

~ 
\ 

I 
I 
I 

! l 

4 ~ 1J 

,,: 

' 

threats of salary outs. Y : t 01it avel in squand~rmania 

t ! ~· I I 

and corruption, indisoiplin0 'continues to proliferate py:blic 

1p.ppointment in 'c-omrlete dis~egard of o~· stak .economic -
j I . I ! ' I . l I . 

•• l , . I t .. ' ' t i I ~ 

~eali ties. Afte:t due consu~ tation f. ov<:r it the~~=\,;! df!;piora ble 
I ' ' \ • !'''!.· ,,, 11f) -

• 1 • ' . . r , : -~ ,, • • 1 

1
·o$ C1i tiL on,' I and my colie~gues · in the _, -1}-pn;eq .~Fo:rr.c e !'l ! have in 
,• f • ·j 1 ,.•!' I , , j_,, •it !( I I 

11 I : ( ~ ' . ' f•" ,, ! ' ' J I t1 ' ' 
! the Ld:i:s.charge o:f our ·na_tional role 

1
-:,s th:; _ prpmo~ ;qr and pr-otect~vas ' ! I f : • I I ' . ··l ' ·, l ! , ' ' • ,1 ' ,d J 1 · ~ I ·, . I:. I 

I of ourr•~atiortal l interest dGc~ded ·Jto eff<?,ct ,lf.!:• ohattge 1 on the J:ll', .·~ . : ,'J,, 'i:· l ·1·,,~,1·tf.!•:t · · 

. . · · . 'll~•it:il ·l:id dW' 
i to :· fo~ a federal military gpvernment:._.l~~~l_ !'~1W~ has just been 

I 
:r ',_ ·' · ' · ' d · ~ 1 · 1 •lit . l. · 1 

. c~~p-r l~. t~d. • .. T.he~; fe(\er-3.1 military gover~_· 
1

~'nt ·~ i~h~f.- ~by; decrees 
l:l \i rJl .. t, ~ ·~ ' , • :· • ':I l· i ~~ - ,1i, 1 \;"I 

t r:t·!_.s fl:;; wnsion 'of th~ provision-s. of __ ·. tl1.~hons_ :~f-ptt,+c_·. on of the ,, ,. ~ " i 1 , , · . , , , I I 1 ~" '11 r II'' 1, 

t fedf·~ ra.l1· republi·.~-- ~ o·f Nige-cia ; 1979 r~la~, t&1~-~~-,'· ~~~l~ctive and 
'l \' ' ,. I I "I I ' ' I ' t' '·'II 'I If •, ·i" ·' ,, ' . ' I . lj . • I ~ 'I' . . 
1 ~ I ; ' I . ' . . ' • J ' - 1 i~ I li t I~ 

appoipted offices; representati V'e~ 'l and l.:i,nst -iJtu:tions including 
• ' I • • I I i _. I l ... I •I 

I . I . I . I . -

;' .t]?.~ ~;ofqce · ofl -tq._ e presiC:.ent ~ presiient· ~-?~ t~e ~~- ~~n11te, state 
I I ' I I I. ' ' '> '' 

' , ,I ' • I :1' v . I I.' 

·;g~Yfl·~· ra, federal and date e:X:ecu~ives ,\ c.olli~?_ J,· '~ts- ,) special 
.t I '' I . /.1 I h ·, !-· ' 

1 r1 . ! 1 • , • , 1't ~ · · · • 
~_ Jvis~~_ s, special assi~tahts, tho astao. lisnm_ ~nut o __ f , the national - f I I I ._., - 1.1 I ~~- ,j( I -. : I -r. . •1l' ,, •• I · li 1· i' .. • ~ : ; ' ' I ( ,. I . j. ;_ 

,1 &sspmbly and house of EtSsembly incJ;uclin~ 't~e. f~fr!~tion . of 
-~~ l' ,:1 ' I ' J I 'l i ' i 

' , ,, • - ' ·• ,. .,. I j r ' J l ti , 
_p~;J-~ tiqal J parties. .A";.:ording],y, ,A~haji :_s,h'~l1u ':s~~gari ceased 

. I ~ . ' I ! ' I I I I I' 
' forJt:hwith 'to be , the pres.idont and commanr:l-e;,-,;d.n_ '-~clid._ef of the 

, ,_- 1 _ · . . ·, ,~~! : .. _,.
1
t 1 ~ ~ ~~ail , 

. ; I!~ I l ' I J' f, 1~ t • 

, arm~aJ f6rces ' of ' :\igeria. _; .All the. i~c~n.bp~t~ !l'q~ !,th~ above named 
.,. , , , . ,. ~~> .• ~~! : ' -r tl 
;_ : ' .. • ·I; :• • -.r: plt '·\ ~ 

.. o:t;;qc~.~ ~ ; shall, ~f :~hey ha~re not ~read;'( 'l:~n~f~-?.l ~ . iapate their 
·i \, 1;/• , · 1 I • • ·r '·i' I, •lil. , , • , .. · 

. ~ I - 1 ' f i ll 11:• , 1 

· offici;al lresiC.ences and surre_pder all . ~ov~rnmerit :.proparty in 
. w I i. I ., - ' 9 . ., tf ·h· II' ' 

: ~h~~rl IlO:? ~ es~~ o~ ,;and report :_ t _o_: th~ \neax:es 1,:?\b].~~1e11 : Station in 
I' :. I I I •• , I I ',, I• !l ,. II I lj i' 
' ' I l! . ' I : ~ I I l•i ,· ' 

the±rt ponsti. ~uen-ces ._. within 17; ~ days.;. 'fh~ r: plfl;r.ki lt of·' the nationaJ. 
.f I ', •• ,, I ' - ' I' I I• - I 1-·i _,' 

;\ .as ~:JG[llbly ," '";he · pr,esident of the s~ria;te ~dj'the_ ~~~·s~~aker of the 
I I I I' ' I I ' ' 

'jl I ' ' I -'I i. ' - I'· :1· 

~epresentatives sha;J-1 with~n 2~ l"T~e~_~ l}fl'ff?-~er account of 
II I 

I I 

in their possession. -All 
' I 

7parti e s are 

~~ 

I~ 
) 
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banned, the bank account of FED~CO and ·all the py~itical 

pa:rti_es are frozen with immedi At •;; '3f£\~ ct. All f oreigno!'s 

living throughout the country are assur~d of t h G.:i. r safety and 

' 

,, 

, will be adequately protected. Hence fo::.:tl\ , workers not on 
,. I :!. ' - > 

'" ' • , l - ,H, 
Jtl lJ ~ss_ eiJ._tial duties are advised i ::.' k.:;0?t ' c )'-_t- · 'jt_ he,,-_·:s_tr6.:: ts. All 
,, I . 'I ' '! ···I il \.I' ·~ ' .. F\'1f' ' I I( ,. • ' ' • ) • 'I' ' . -) 'J \i. " lt~ i 

~ .. t_. ,1···- ~a_t- 1go~J.eS fDl' workers o_n , os,su-•ntJ.~l- ,)_dt~_l- Y,S ::~- J.;J.t _h m•e·rer r€port J·.:'it(li r., ~.~~, It n · · · , :.. , , \ ~, ., ~~ ~~~ ·ff fl··' l'i'· .. .llj' to .' their pl:aoes ' of wor ~ i,mmeliir'3.tely~· r~·~f" .. rr~· f.l11ct fr •.:.•in today a 
ll' I > l I ' I' . . ! ' ., I . - Ill l I ~ .• t I t! 

1t J l• jt' '11 
;· ··\! ·, , ~ l i ' \ ., ~:I < I 1 1;t ~~If . J !,,~ . 

i, dU,sk, ·!to ' dawn: cilr.few wil1. \be. iny)osodll f :t;o!lli l'f7ff: .r~to 6am e ach day 
I t'· ··I 'I . ' , l;tl ,, I ' II ' . ' •'W \•11' 11jJ w 1 I I i 
I : ·il. . . ' it I I ' I I! ' t 
l· till fur-ther notice. All .:'li,ghts ,· paye· 1><rf3f:, 11 •spspe~ded :forth~ith 

' • , ' I , ''I ~~~ I 
' I I ll ' I ; I' f I' • 

r i:i I' ~d Air .Ports, sea.po:trts and border:;; po_s;t!s c];osed. Exti3rnal 
\ ~- ·, + ' · I , ,tr " fJ 
I ~ j , ' ' I • I t ' 

· i:l> communication have been put, the Gust oms a.nd 1 Ex:c.iae, Immigration 
i I· ' ~ . . . . ( 

1 I' I' and the Police will :mai:'l.tain· vigilan~e ~nd f ri.sute at the 
I I II I t I I. 

I ' ' ! I 

l:l 
t 

' boarders, Their Area ldministrat~r.s or .,Cqmmanders will have 
. • - * :~,I I - ; ·i.J 
I, ' ' . ' l, ' It IL' l 
I I II 

' ·themselves to bl.ame ;.f any want Gd peonlel,_espape. Fellow country 
' ' I jl '·I 

l1 1 , ,. t 

'I · men and wt~meri, the c~ange in gov,3rnrn; .. m t h a s li btien a bloodless 
;· ! - • ' ;; ~, ,!} I •!t.it i ' 
,l . ,, ' I '! , II, ,' , 

.:1•1 !I CI.fi~ l ~;p.g.- -~ :o~at.ton and 'w do J:no~,t}-?anil; 'fJ.flY . one to lose 
. ~l;.t 1"'' I i : . ' ' I ·p '1 b I ~k '• 

•i'.'~ jhis or her lif.e. Peo1Jle are wa::ned 1i J -t;.heir own interest to 
'} ' i; ·_ r. .I . \ I !(!_ ·: t :1 

·:·it 'li.l t 1\i; . ~ . ; 'I ! 
1

' ;.-1'''·'11 ;;II' I . 

··.!·be · la.'1 abiqi.;ng an. d give ;the .:'edf ral. m ~i .. t1._.~~· .
1 
. . tS"o;vernment !I , ' ,, . ' , ., . r . '!I I ' , I~,.,_' . 

. ' ) ,. ' . I i \!•rl ,, ',· • " . . 
'ma.Xim~ ~t~on. Any on3 1 caught ;'

1
in d .is t 1,U'bing p\IDlic 

, :, , : . , .r. 1. '\ · l • ~- , 1' I rl:: l1 II, : I 

'Order ~ill ~ Bl.IIDD1a.rllY .d~~:.. t . ::~f th ; f~r ,l.e.y~f~?..nfe of doubt, you. 
r . :I I ~·"'I, . 

. : :a :r;e warned that we shall n;;t hesi tat8 \t oi. de ~lare marti8,1 law 

. , . . ·' . r ~- . 
i. 1 L, 'in ' any area .o~ sterta a! thi:i federati o~ ~it~ ·, di~turb:.l"',.;.J>s O'OC'Ul: .. 

l. . . . ' ~ - -)' 
•• . • 1 • 

'I :FelJ..ow c.oontry men and WOffitin and comra,deS'IC!-tl arms' I will like 
II ,1 ' . 1. • 1 ' ·: 

1 

I 
1 1 i 

to asstitJ;e you that the arm~d force s .of Nig~rin.' is ready to lay 
I ' - . I 'U ' I I . . ...• ' ' .. 
' I J, ' . il . i; l t._ j 

,down i te life for our dear t3tion, but, ,no~.' ftor'lt.the prese!lt 
. ; \I I ,, 

. I I. 
' , 

1 
• I • II t ~ ., ~ 

1 
, 

;r irr~spon.a-j.b-J..e- ~rship of ~he past' ;civ~li'ap 1 fldn:U.nistra~on. . ' ."' . I' I • 1 .; , , t 1 •t I 't, .-' . 
•'i 'I , I ' , . . it ' ·I' ll\ " . '•It'' 

I ~·'" '1. -1 ;-'·.r.· ·t ~ t • tt , . .• . • .. : 'l' ·: if 'ltl'l\ ~ :·· ··· 
t
l 1 ·\•J ;;. ,,_;, 1 "' •, \ , I , •\ ·" I . l'•t •, " ' ~~~ ,. 

) If ' • 1
' I 

1 I t I• tl 'I ">~ 4 [ l i ' •t l.l ·F·'' ; " ; J ' I I I ' t I ' r, fj tt:. ,, 
, _ ' I f _..I, • ' • _ 1 •• I 1 , ,!l!, 9 " "t.l ·" ,..,)-l ~ •· · ·h - : .- r,,.. .,_, .,. ·•·'\ !·• · '- ~~-~ ,, . I' 

I I ' . .I..W..' • t ..- ~ I ! ' l ' 

I! 
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You. are to await for further announcement, good morning." . 

This brought ,_ the endt.of . . National Party of Nigeria, · under 
. 

the political leadership of Alhaji Shohu TJa"!'l'l '~iyu Shagari. 
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CHAPrER FilE --------

S • 1 .l?.~':i~~Y:ATI :- ~-~ 

Nigeria h as spent 23 y ear . of its indelJendence in search 
' l 

I 

' . 
of au.thentic and eff e ci;ive lea .. ershi ; . r :t ·is clear to ar..ybody 

t ' 
1vi th even the flimsi Gst id:'a o:' Nigeri an hi9tory, and the price 

' ., I' I; • I I 
I I . I , 

the 1 c"Ountry and its peopl ·, have pai.d fc;:r; !t;~e} Jxperimen-t has 
, i I' j " 1 j I 

1 I 
1 ti 

: been quite enomuur3. On e? hqs cnly t o T'?n;tember the military 
' i 

coups of January 15, 19t~, Jul~- 29, ; 1966, the civil war 1967 
' I I ,' ' 

to 1970, the July 29, ~9~5 couf, the J!'ebruary 13, 1976 abortive. 

coup and the December 1983 ~oup. .. 
' 

v/heneve::' each reg.:.me begir.s, Nigerirms go wild with a 
, I 

usually and ~outinely 2iort liLGd euphoric period of 

I 

ecstacy herP.::.ding the r.ew mess::.abs. Eere in Nigrr~a, we 
• ' ' , I !• 

tried Britist type of rarliame:!tary syderq,. R;ro:l:
1
onged military 

I 'I ' 

·r eg.imes running up t o '3 years 1 and .most r

1

1
ecent 'American style 

. \' ·I I ~ . . , . 
. i · r1 

· of )\l'esid~ntia.l systan. . , ·, · · i-;· , 
! f J j ·I I ;\ j I 

. !' The 1979 De~ocr~t:.c goverr.ment ,in 1 Ni.gFr~~ .~~ .· er the 
' . I . 

National Party of 'Nige:--ia heqde'i by ;Aiha 1j~ J Shehl-li\ Shagari as 
1•! ; I 

the.' first Executive P::esident lJ"-s fall witl(ip tf!~ ~eadership 
, ,. ' I 

troubl e in its poli t i :: a l execu-:;ion vrhich cloes no~ ~ve any 

. t !\ 
l ns ting satisfaction. The fun~ :1mental issue asSo

1
ciated "to 

I, I 

the .1979 to 83 democracy whid. vras 7 I suppo~e, · it ·was 
• I I 

unquestionably true that 1979 ·,·as a gr;:~.ft from th~ '.british 
' , i\ 'i I· ,-

system of government which pro:'essor Rustow ' de~i:qfdllj as a 
·l·.t, I ' Lt . 

I I , ,1 

r;me thod which forces government to seek and• then /to, 'reflGct 
i .1: ,I,, • • 
t li•L , 

the 19<?t~ye majority will, rather than rassiye ~c.onsent . of the 
, J <;, I •.i. ,. 
I I r '' I ·- ,' I· 

nave 
·- ........ _ .,.:... 

! 
I 

f 
-.ft 

I il 
! ~~ 

'i I· I 
''I 
! ' . 'i ~ 



• 

I 

I 
t 
1 

i 

i 
I 
i 

l 

' ' ' I 

l. 

.- "f ! I ,, 86 ··' /, 

governed. 11 V.'i.lj'tual,ly all political system claim the consent 
1 'J . . j··· . , 1; 

of the governea.! I But some .'cowt on raising th1e cost of dls:oent 
II » I ·:' 
j ' 

to such a high ' level 
I I I I 

by ren~essions or other sanctions such 
; ' ' ,:, ,,. 

as militnry govarHme 
. ( I .. : , 

.t : thr G cons'ent consist me'rely i,n subrrdssion. I 
I 

1 '~ l ', I ~ 
Democ~a~i •lo~e~ th·J ()Ost .. of disc0nt t o the · minimum pnd 

I I >-1 . f I I "., ., ,, I I~ · i . .,.,. ' ,,., 
creates lawful i.Prqcedu:r'es for the active :9nd explicit. , :· 1!.: 

l i ~ ,I J! 
1 

_J • • I , 

' • j ,,. I ,. ' . ' ' I I~ I 
registering l:?ftl 6o'risertt, .. so that the opposition will Al\vays·· . 

I'' ··u· .. , .. ,,. . : f I)' I' II I 11 t . ' 
knoH that ,it19, ieWS · ana interests C;'>..ll be heard 'and can bG given 

I f 'I~ I • • I • 

' ' 1·' 

effect \·lith· the given 'effect . within t h.:: constitution 
. I I I • ,. 

. : . 'I 
to achieve majority statl.~s. · · 

. I t ' : ., 

if it is 
I 
I : I 

The NaGiona:l Party of Nigeria 1mder the 1979-83 poli tibal 

leadership under the shirt of democracy in Nigeriq couilld be seen 

I ~ . ' ' 
as e:1suring freedom, but freedom must b e~ r ooted in and grow 

on se::.f 
' i; ! j ~~ I 

di0-::iplirie, :: se~f re.strain, respect, r
1

eciprocal, tol~rance 
. , L. 'j . 

1 ' ~- I I '~ I • I ' li . t . i I ,. I 

.N. -•lot ··of lth .'' other . .failing of the sysiem stem from · lastly. ,. 
;r! '. 

these lu po:I:itical \chlture whether it is corruption, ·abuse of 
- ,l 'I 'I I ' I . I . • •. I .• 

I 
I, 

. .-! 

• . t ,., • jn .. 
1
. " .. . 1 • 

office, rr:smanagem.\;mt
1 

or maga1amania, it is . easy to trace, their roots 
' '•I I' .. . ' ' I I 

• , . • '. ·.,, , . I I' 
to lack of :: ~l~·llj· d..t~ciPline' lack of self civic SJ.~p.:rthy' lack 

'I'' ; . '" ,, I• 
. • J l{! it ~ II • ' ' 01 I , ·j 

of social ' res:t:?fis,tOi~i-ty from the high f;st office to the lowest 
f ,; I ·,• ~ 

I I' '·I . • 

freedom instead , ·fla~ mistaken 'for ·licentiousness of course t'h'e -· 
I I 1 • . I 

discipline anti ~i~~~mperance , cif political leadership \vas ' 
I . : 

I I , 

translated, amplif~ ed and transmitted through the '·Ihole fabric 

of elite Nigeria, taL:ng kick backs by ministers, borders was 

perforated with briber;!, Contractors over-invoiced, hoarding 
.-

by business people, bucqq1ears raided ships in high seas, 

property sharks, speeulato~·s of land marU,pulated politicians 

I • . ~ 
; ! 11 I . 
I ; 

., 
i 

1: 

~ 
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I 'I : · 1 , • I 1: , - ;• _'t'• ·,~~ I_ ' 

I " I. ··~1 .; I 
f i I ~· Pi i ' 1 

I 
•.! •; , •.• , \1'· i . ' 

1! I '· j • 0 
• 

• • 1 ' 1··'_-11'1 !_ ',. ; ' 87 ' ,. ,(rc. ,I . . , I 

f··~ l·· '1·'·'i. J: ' .' _' ·,. t _, If 1' , I I· 1, ' ! t'' 11 
into leasing them ! huge ch ·S I of l)8 '1Sant s l and! J.n brazen al?use. 

•;j l P. ! T 1 ' • ~ • 1 .- ,, r ~ 1 .. , · ; · · I )' 

. of thG late_r_. :;·fii Th_ ~rerdf.'e.: t liel gov.·8~nment o'f NAJion'al ,Party fdf 
. i!' 'I' 'I :i· •·j k''. . I • I • • I ,, ; I ,, ' ~: I .t : p1 

, ·. , . · I 1 · L '· t !I· · , 1 1 , i r Nice:- · ~. cb\ha !· b e· ·.~·ee .. '' .';:tst-a ! ·grea~ failure .'whic:r:t ,wa·s delibe~<'1.teq, 
I • • •• ! I' ' I . ' I ' I< ' I' !I .,) ~- •. '· S' I . !I •' , ·' t! . .! t 

I ' " . 0 1 I ' . 1 . I ~ I j t d I 

from. the emdrkenqll.·l of t_.};le. Party up t o the development 1 then ,,to 
· e t 1" ii·· I.' ; • · I 1 • • , •• ·l .~ : 
\ ' ' 1 ' 'ti~ I d II' I I ! ' · '' 1 d 

t h ·:? .w ) cut'io.n'~.9f ~~ ~st.·government! 13ec.::uf? !.-: ~~a tional Pa~·ty; 6~ 
t I ~t· II . •• • ,. . ' ' 

I ,. ·, II . ',l ,: lj; ,I 'H .i I . . . ,,. I!' I 1,1'' \.~.;·' 'I . t. t · t ' I 
11Jlgena Has ![<;· ,. P.,~·f.~ ,n_oot, of the cons 1 u cn Assembly • me~bers, 

. ! If. .; I ' . lf . ;: . I ' ' ' I 

t f> o <' _ '·" ' t; ' if 1!thti~ .. fWk~\ set up to 1 ook. in t .J tho mew Cons ti ~Uti on 
' I t 1 _:; ,· ' I' ' 'I I 

I I' ' ' I ' ' 
of this c ~u.p.- ~ry,. w;:re, th., e same people th;:,t bre~k -and compo~e, l· 

; li I ~ ,lr.l I ' I l; . I I I' I I I I ! 
I f" \•, · ! I 

thems elves to ~· the·' ~a..·ti'onrtl.~ . Pi=t~ty of liigeria, in order ·tb , ; ~ 
i I t . 'I ,I 

practice what 'the~ , haVi~;. designad.' · These are the 
I j. ' . ' - , 

' ·' . il ~ . . 

who ruin the, i pb:lhli~ai, eco'nomic and soci.s.l ex.Gcution 
I I' I . ,., I \ . j 

~- 1 ~ 'II ·. ' .'I' I ' I.'· r , 
cou..'Yltry in· :197.9~ ._ '8J: natiohal :poll.tics, ,, l ' 

. ":f' ~~. ~~. p ~ . . I'·, ( t . , ~~~· . . I , .•• ~ •• . r· li. 1' ! 
·.~·hr, .. tj ·; · ·:· ,, · . t' i ,./ ,:: :t •:, ·•· ' ·1 

r::. 0 QTTGG:EBTIO~ I''t'it'j' : 141· I· · ! ~ ~- ,.1 · • !,. , : •i•_' ~:· .,_ · ·")t•·'l f:._ ~ . ,:· i 
, J ,., r 1 t .~ . . ; • · -" · '' 1 r · • ·· · !1:, · : . , .. 1 ~ ' , •. , ·i: , d ; 

I~ f' I'• 61 ; I ' I j I·., r 'I . I• . l I' . r .,, 
I I II . ,, ,, . i I IU',. ··I I i' . l ' !• .. · '·.\ ' . I >J 

]\1y rels ar·dh) n the ,poli·!Jical! p{l..rti c s de_v'kl oPment ;lJa.lfdfl ··l -~~ ·· 'i , 
!1 j ', · :tl :I 1 1 I :) ' i I ! \i. · I 

I h ·ll ,, ~1· 1 • 1 'I' r ·'t ' :' ~ 

Uige'ria po~if,~cs)' ~:i!tH refere~ce ~o '. the 1~ational .Par,t r, f.l ~~·~ria~ 
·~·r ... ·~~ ... f ,,, I .: · · • • . 1 • , '~ , •1 1 · 

EfD~~ , l ed ~~,i~i~eVU1 i;t ao~;y: ,i tO certain reC0llliD8ridati onS oh,,the ~1 -~ .. 79/ 
I t"'ill'' ! '(I" I . ..1 ·,I' • IJ ~i· I 'I I ' "II; I • ', : '• ' 

·- ~racy, .: 1 ' ttili ;: .eg~rd..';,to the failing at ti'tud,es towC¥rds 1 ~~ ii i 
I I "l I , ' lji .' 1 , 1 ' · , ' •· : I r 

I ' ' ifi l ' I 4 '• i D • ' ' ' ' ' . ' 11 I 
- ~ .:::rut .:_.'}t,~x.pr~sicn· 1 of politic~l ·will, 2nd the. 1919 gen.~ral , 

j ~,. t' :. ~~~I •• • ., I I I • t • I 
.. , ' I ~ , ' I I' ., - ' ' 

ele ction, : il~ , ·r~c?~ri~l. some j, way~ to ' alleviater el_eC'tio:t;t! i II'( I I 
' I '·' t j liJ)f ':.. 1_, ' " ~~ I' ~ • I 'I I '~ 1 I I I ' ' I ' l· 

probl ems in'j t ~ .fu~ure :' :pot itics. ·.· ': · • . , •._\'![.' ' .. ; r 
• "1 1 ~ j, 1' • ' !/ • ' ' ~ • J I ; I!• l ~ · I( I ' ' . I 'II I I 

On tnel!d ''md~r··.aby 'P,.Jitli ' :regor~ :rd t ? t.h t. fAiling a~titudes~H 
. 1:. .f t•, ),''•' •', ' 1 ',Jtl~~~~~ 

t II ., , ' ,r ' I ' I ' , ' . I ' 
t o'-Tards demgb~J{id:l ~xp:t ~ssi.on wh~ ch , had been .raniparrt:, ~J~ tht / i · 

rN;.tl·1!'1,!:1 ,:.H, .j:h • '1 I ' - · . · 'll'; · '. ·. !; ~ ~·_:!, ,' 1 

1979 poli t:i:bsf~ tll In) o-r'der to1. contnol d G8P; seated: si i!ua~.i:'O~- ':·! 
.,1~ I I' J J . ~ l 'I' It ' ' I. ,, '• • ' . '''j I ' I ( • I I ~ . ' i. t_ . ' ·, u . ' ~ ' '.I I ' . i I i I!' •I ·, 1 ·I I .. f ~ 

f ailing in,!tlie~~~~bt tlh f-a'tb ,t.ll~t=ls,l~t be came ine_r_easi·rl_ gl4t n, cessary 1 

,l'l n'l'l'lllt·~·· ·I l,l r~·~·:.:" ' I lr '' II'' 1f ' . I • jL!' ·:' .:fll. t·h j ·ll fi f lihH ''IH·.•!1 i I t I. I . ' ' I ' ' . I I· J(·t ' ·D' . • 
to make tlte ec /~ , _fofc~s .l bf

1
1tn'e ,co~tr:~·~1,inte~~ ')P~.ijt :1 ot ·_ : 

I ! ' I ~ t' ' 1 ' !· •: I It, ' .. I j I I. l. I I ~ '·' " f. l i 
the elector'All !i(tir:t).cess~? . '~This !led to ' a I \ino win• si tdatibrl.11~\ i_ n. :I 

I 't; ,. ~:[ I ·• I ' I ; Jl .' I I 'ljL .,:' II t''' 1 
IL_I·_i · ' ._' ._;;_~ · .• r.,il' i ;I 'I' . I -I , I.;_ •• ~; ·~· _ ,,~ . 1-. j •• ,;u p ~t~- i J 

·r' • ,: ~- · • 1 " I · · • 1 '1 'i fi', oi r• '' ~ 
. \ .1>' ' · ••L 
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•' 

I' I 

; •t I' :;; ' l . ·, '1 1 1 } fe' 
I n -.·thich the 1l ;9sei-' s·f, cri 1~d out that the Polio;;J . and securi.ty 0 r 

~~·If! ' I ·~, '
1 

,I , -- ' 
Ji ··r .. , , fJ. •• 

Cr gani sation \v~r~ : 'a{dipg' the 
' ' ·~ . \ .. 

winners whil r:J the winners complained 
I 

i ~ 
I l , , t .tH··. I I I 

t~1 a t they would\ ref'er to. do without f or cos in order to 

I • 
lllustrate ' the cc\mpleteriess of .' their :n?...ndat e , but tha t tho 

. , I 
~ ~- I t I 

. . lreat of disorder ,from • their• opponent s h RS made this impossible. 
' 1; ' . • l• I 

. I 'j }• ,, I . ; I I I I; ._1 ·, 

t ·Hill be naive ~o think that R r eduction j.n th . .; role of the ~: 
! '. ' l·• 

·'J.:ci ty Forces · i* \ b~:l!J. bing · eiecti.cA1s would hav e , .. l ed to le~s .... ljj.,4i1 . I . I ' ' I . ' I I. ' I ' 
\ : ; I f ~ i I ; . : t . ; I J_ ·~ ~' 1 . 1o 

v. 1 ence. The ;ex.'i:x?ri end:! ~ of f he r Gc clntly c6ncl udJ\3. d', ~1 e ct±oh· ~ '' 
. , , 1. , , 1 ,: 1 · I .1 . 1 , } . ', , ,1 ~ 1 1 h 
r "~ !{;., ·I· ·I' f ' ' . I . I r , HI· , L ' . ' •. 

s k ·g that wherii : thqs ~. :wlp.d .' are jd :~terniil. 1c.;d t o reje~:t resu;t.tt\ br j' .. 1· 
,,. !;1 , .• q, fj :, ~·; !i • I .. 1: ' ' !1 '. •. I ! .• I 't '1 !. . - ··I ,, ' . . ' I • ' • I .! . • vI ., • • v .J VlO_c~ce mt?ans . p~t t.~.e~ ' ~und~i to l.•t. It l.S almost l.m~o~ sl. ~el, • 

. :· Ill .1 ~~~· r · l .f 1 . , . i · t ~. ·,i 
for c:11e securrt1~ G~r~f~~ · ft.~ pre;vent t~em from · dOl.ng so f~r~.~~e1\ \•! .. 

immedi;>. t e fut~re ·~·~d&n;y~ ,as the part of elEJctorai proces~~~ ;~ :( 
:1 ,, ( 1 ~,;, , , •', I 

'·Jill rc·:~ai ri in :the hands of the Police and to some extent the 
:1 \• 

• (· I I II 
I ... f1 ~~ f , \',, . · >,• 

'.! ttt;--tp 1 , •• _. ~ Jl . .rmy. 
I., 

·I 

I I 

On -;he other ihand',. ca:ttain "recommcnd etion is ' to the· election. 
1 ·~ 'd. , 1 ' I ~ i I 

Tbe surve~- of the H979 • ele btio~ l e ads inevi tB.bly to certB.ih !~ 
I J' . •'' •, ~~~ j 

; 1 1 
, tr,, 1S ! 1 j 

r-:: co..,..'TiendB.-;ion. 1• he follovli.ng five -re commendations are leveled • . ' . 
I : ~ 

! I ;·; I 'I . I J \ ~. 

to the elec-:.ion t ot,J the !·fhture: ., . : 
1 

· . . •.· , ••.• ,. 'J '.: .. 
' I j, I' ·'1 • ' ' I . I . I ' ( . ~ 

. I !.• •• .I. ! i' I II . ' (\ ) l ' 
1 • . I recorrmend: ·1·i!.bat lina'tH;mal standaM 'be establ~sne·d ·f .br l' th'1 r" ' '~!'' ' I' ~ I· I .. I . 1'• ' I .• j• ' I 'I ,, ' .1.' I·. ·, . I • . . . I i 

' I 11' , ..... I ,I I I . I '· • . ' . [It I .•. \ I 

organising ar.d.' adini bi .!ste ing of the I} edions. Natio'rial., !Sta~e' 
. 

1
. 1·:

1
, .. . r . I It d • ~. • • •• , , .

1
. ·' 'l'l' j· l· I ftlr l• .. I I v ~· I Itt , t:~i , , .; ,f 

- ' l 1• I o :tl I • 1 , j t f'. and locai. . Am6ng gu.l.~el' nes t tnat ' shoul~' be adopted . are ·' tn9s, 
' l 'I' I ~ ' '· ' . ,,, I t • l t "I I /l l .{I : t I ' l I ' . ' ' • I ! • . ~ : : ~ I . 

···dr.· :\ ll'l~, '1.~.. 1:
1 1. · • . i .. · , M . . t • ~ ~, i h,,~ .,w" 1r.11 ~ ' ' i . . ' ' l' . • .•. J . • . . ·' 

't' f ,t ll I I -\ .' ,,_ .'. 

(A) a voter re~~t;~;ffti6~ process that en~u're~ th,~t the elig~bie 
providing: 

"' 

voter can be ~egistered within a reasonable ~ime before the 
., . 

election with a minimUm inconvenience ~o hims&lf, 

(:B) the use of ballot papers which provides :or complete secrecy, 

and f acilitate a tai~, prompt and accurate cou."lt of the vote, 
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'' 
(c) opport~t; fail all political par ties and candidates to 

seek office and campaign fre ely and 

(D) full a.(ne·ss to the entire process by observers. 

2, I also :ebornmand that an adhoc nat ional commission on 

election prac~ices be established with Authority to investigate 
I 

I 

the conduct o:: all !elections, National, State and loc-al levels, 
'· 

and to make :r~;pdr~s' and suggestions to thE: national Assembly . ' [ . 
. ' i 

such a cornrni~s:.oh should be composed of members from all 

political ip~t~~s '· and· geographical areas of the country. As well 
~ f! ' ,· 

! Jl 

as from the' gemral public. It is my view that such a 

Commission caul~· serve as a national ,: ombudsman" to monitor 

the conduct of el~tion and protect the public interest in 

free and fair elec~~on. 

3. I also want to :!ecommend that all l 3ws and r egula.tions 

which restrict the fc~atior. or activi tit:s of political parties 

be appealed, so ,as :to :;.errni t .:reedom of political activities for 
I 

all parties. . I 
, .. r . I . 

4. lilso, : suggest thai; procedures be: established for the fair 

and equi tabl~ · :::-e._apportionment md re- distributing of s eats 
t !J I 

in legisla.ti ve ~:;odies, states an~ m .tional, on the principles of 
i, 
I l 

. . ,, 
one person 'one vo~e. 

These suggest:on~P, I suppose, woul d serve as probable 

solution to the election procedur~ s in the future political 

development in Nigeria. 

CONCLUSION 

The 1979-83 election must be judged a :mccessful exercise 

in political democracy they ma,rked tha end of mLLi tary rul e , and 
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l I 

1- •• 1 , • r ' • , . 

help to us.her ·rn:· bivilian rUle: . 'rha.t the t r!'U1sition frm . . 'I . I I i 'J . I I ' J 

from mili t~ry :o j"i~il rule could be effe c'tu at e •! '' in' ~ l>~aceful ' 

and orderly •fashl.lon in a r emRrkabl 2 t e stimony t o the :great 
• I 

I t . ' ~ 't 

acc ompli'shid~nt i. of .the military le 'lcl•:?r '-'·h:i p nn cl must have ::be E:m 
l I .< • .. : :II ' I ' . • . I 

· seen th~b~oht ·the world as eviden cL: of the political maturity { 
" . . '., ~ ' .. 

·'! • ' of the country~ The elGctions weie Al s o the occasion for a 
. I 

' ' I 

si.gnifican't ·amount ·of participation i n the · pc'li tical affairs 
J 
I ' ' I 

of th~ couhtry by the large number of citiz&ns who ' exerci sed 
. J. t· I' 
j ~ J I I I j . , 

th eir ;;uffrage: •after 13 years of · acqul enc e in military ·dictate r-
. ' I 'I' . I I 

' 1 " 1· l ., ·I • . ) f 
dictatcrship~ Their participation may be ·Vi ewed· both as 

. ' I I 
' I ' 

granting l~gi hm~cy ' t .o the new cons ti tutio:n and ,finishing 1a 
' I , ' I 

mandate ~o l th~ newly elected offici al s mainly from N'A.ti onal I . 
Party of l~l,geria~ · .: .l 

I ' r· . 

I ~·;j ' ' 

To view the> 1979-83 election r esults f ollowing .! the success 
i . l I) 

.I I 

of t~e. ~a:t'i~or..a.l 'Party of Nigeri a optimi s tically was not t o over- . 

I;; !', , . 
look th~ perp~exing issue's which confr ·)nt ed the c ountry in the 

' I 
. j- f I -

immediate· futu;:-e. Among thos e i ssu.:.·s cl osely r e l B.t ed ! to the 
I I 

election · 1roces~ are: . ' .. 
1. 

' f i 

The ~u';ur~ 'of.• pol tical party sys t em. 
I • L !' .. i ,· . 

The imp~t : of the constituti ona l 2. 

'I . 
l ' ~ - t ' 

I I ( ' • syst em upon ~he ielectoral 
I i I •. ' 

i l ' f I; i 'I j , ~ 
s ystem1 ari~ polittos. ,· 

l 
~ 
1 

3. Impl~mentat40n of the re})resentatives, princi ple of :one .I ' . . I . 
:. 

'· ' .. 
person,onel vote. . f 

' 
4. The prospect for the proper conduct of the financing· of 

election campaign, 

The future course in . "t}}e devel opm0nt of the poli t ical party 

system · remains uncl.e.al:' zrrany who hav e commented on pol ti cs have 
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i na tl' .ion-:;wide campaign, but it 
'I, I . . ' ' 

.'. j .ft I 1,1' l· · · I I ' .. 
'mort1i than one-third of ·the total I, , 

I 

party has 

·t 
I 

des.ri.r r 
F~ 

.of ;~~e 
1l I 

ve,cy. ~a.rea~ that continued 
f • ' •. ,, . . ~ ' 

Nigeria' has · gro¥U more· vocal since 
t· ' . 
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