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1 Speech 28TH MARCH, 1962 from the\ Throne 2 

WESTERN HOUSE OF 
ASSEMBLY 

WEDNESDAY, 28'!H MARCH, 1962 

The House met at 10.35 a.m. 

. pursuant to a Proclamation by the Governor 
- publi~hed in the 

Western Nigeria Extraordinary Gazette 
dated the 15th of March, 1962 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

Whereupon, the First Sergeant-at-Arms, 
having come with a message to attend His 
Excellency in the House of Chiefs. 

' 
The House went, and having returned-

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE 

· Mr Speaker: Bon. Members, I have to 
report that this House has attended His 
Excellenc,y in the other HQuse, and that His 
Excellency has been pleased to address a 
meeting of" both Houses. For purposes of 
greater accuracy and clarity, I have instructed 
that copies of the Address be circulated to 
Members .. 

The Speech was as follows: 

"His Excellency, Sir Adesoji Aderemi, 
K.C.M.G., K.B.E., Governor, Western 
Nigeria: Honourable Members of the 
House of Chiefs and the House of Assemb!y: 
Once again it is my privilege to welcome you 
all to · a new Session of the Legislature. 
Events during the past twelve ·months have 
confirmed that my Government is determined 
to, apply itself with vigour to the essential 
task of promoting the well-being of the 
people of this Region. The word "austerity" 
has now become a household word but the 
real significance of the measures recently 
announced by my Government lies in their 
purpose which has been described as 
"prosperity through austerity". It is by 
such practical examples of self-sacrifice· that 
we can hope to achieve the task of nation­
building and the development wh ch my 

·· Government has made its prime concern. 

The Estimates of expenditure for 1962-63 
will be laid before you m due course and you 
will find that this has been framed to reflect 
economy measures which are intended to 
ensure that the task which has been so well 
b!gun will go forward and · .grow. During 
this Ses~ion, a number of revenue measures 
will be introduced so as to provide additional 
funds for the execution of development 
projects under the revised Development 
Plan for 1962-68. 

In collaboration with the other Govern­
ments of the Federation, my Governmen't 
has formulated a carefully integrated Six-year 
Development plan, covering · the period 
1962-68; . the programme has a prop osed 
total expenditure of £240.1 'million of which 
£90.3 million constitute capital expendit,ure . 

Hon. Members \Vill have. learn~ :9.f. the 
impending population census scheduled .to 
take place in May this year. My Minsters 
attach great importance to the successful 
organisation of the census. · You all know 
that population statistics is essential to the 
formulation of sound eco!').omic planning 
and I sincerely hope that all of you wi)l 
join my Government in ensuring the success 
of this important work. · 

Mv Government is committed to the 
deveiopment of a welfare state .;,vithin 
the concept of free democratic institutions. 
In the true spirit of our National Irtdepend -: 
ence, my Ministers will " ensure that ever.y 
citizen participates in the endeavour to build 
a Western Nigeria of which we can all be 
proud. To this end, my Ministers are 
determined to encourage and foster the spirit 
of community development and self-help. 
It is encouraging to know that certain fri endly 
overseas Governinents have come to our aid 

· by way of financial as well as technical 
assistance, for which my Government is truly 
grateful. But the . greatest .tribut.e is the 
assurance which I can give them that their 
aid will be put to the most fruitful use. 

My Gov~rnment is very conscious of the 
fact that the prosperity of this Region 
depends upon th~ development of its agri~ul­
ture. Accordingly, it is the intention of iny 
Ministers, through a dynamic policy of 
extension education, application of the results 
of research and the provision of credit 
facilities, to improve agricultural technique 
and production. 

Plans will go fonvard to ensure the provi­
sion of employment opportunities for the 
younger generation in agriculture; · in this 
connection, the farm settlement scheme w11l 
play an important role. Already, the_re are · 
over seven thousand acres under · cultivation 
under this system. My Government' will 
also continue to encourage po'ultry farming 

.. through ·the appli<;ation of scient1fic method · 
and the establishment of additional poultry 
farms as an ,ntegral part of the fai-rn settle­
ment schem~. Livestock ·improvement 
measures have resulted in a one hundred · 
per cent increase in the number of poultry 
farmers over the last year, a five-fold ·,ncrease 
in the production of improved birds for 
distribution and a fifty-fold increase in ·egg 
production . . 

.I 
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In tl].e field of Forestry, my Government 
will continue to pursue the policy designed 
to increase the stocking of the forest: already 

. our achievements in this field have shown 
that regeneration operations in . vVestern 

. Nigeria· are. ''l'ell ahead of similar activities 
in other parts of tropical Africa. My 
Government has under consideration, a 
review of the forest policy, the object of 
which is to main1ain the security of the forest 
estates and to obtain maximum return from 
it. Extended activities are also planned ·in 
the fields of veterinary services, agricultural 
reseai:<;:h and fisheries. · 

'M:y-Ministers will i~tensify their efforts, 
through the Industrial Promotions Commis­
sion, to encourage the establishment of new 
industries with a view to providing employ­
ment opportunities, and in order LO reduce 
our dependence on ·the importation of 
essential commodities. Special efforts will be 
~1.ade during the year to establish industries 
designed for the ' processing of our raw 
materia1s such as cocoa and palm. kernels. 

My Government recognises ·the need . for 
the dispersal of industries throughout the 
Region. To this end, investigation will be 
conducted with the assistance of the United 
States Agency for International Development 
iri order to ascertain the possibilities for 
industrial growth in particular areas of the 
Region. Emphasis will also be laid on the 
need for· the establishment of viable small 
scale rural industries. . · 

Mv Government will co-operate with the 
othe~ Governments of the Federation to 
secm:e for Nigerian traders a greater share 
of the. nation's commercial life, · particularly 
in the field of retail trade. 

A successful reorganisation of the marketing 
arm of the Co-operative Movement has 
placed the Produce Marketing Unions in a 
much stronger financial position. Mos~ of 

·these Marketing Unions are now registered 
for the first time as licensed buying agents. 
The Co-operative Supply Association . will 
continue to distribute spraying equipment 
and chemicals to the 'farmers w ,th a vicvv to 
ensuring higher production figures. 

In the important field of education, my 
Government attaches the greatest importance 
to the· orderly development of facilities at 
all levels. Accordingly, they are proceeding 
with an expanded and intensified Teacher 
Training · programme both in colleges and 
by i:nethod of in-service training. With 
the assistance of the United· NatiOns, plans 
will be introduced during this meet,ng . 

. for the establishment of an Advanced 

Teacher Training College · for the supply of 
highly qualified non-graduate ·teachers. to 
man Teacher Tra.nirig Colleges and Sec­
ondary Grammar Schools. · 

My Government is well aware_ of the need 
to expand facilities for Grammar School 
education and to th~s end, plans 'are in hand 
for developing the · smaller schools into 
double and treble Streams. Under the riew 
arrangements, it will no longer be compulsory 
for the children to reside in the school 
premises and steps will be taken to encourage 
the admission of both boys and girls into 
schools suitable for this purpose. 

In order to ensure that the benefit of 
secondary grammar . school educatio~ is 
received by children \.vho are able to profit 
by it, my Government has recently set up a 
Commission of Inquiry to look into . the 
payment of· school fees in Secondary 
Grammar Schools and Teacher Training 
Colleges. Increasing attention will be given 
to Lhe development of sixth-form education 
so as 'to ensure that as many ·children as 
possible are prepared for university. education. 

The development of Technical Education 
will continue to occupy an important place 
in the education programme, and, during the 
coming year, two new trade centres will be 
opened at Oyo and Owo. The first batch of 
students has already been admiLted into the 
Ibadan Technical College and plans are in 
hand to ·arrange cla.sses for part-t1me students 
and day-releases in response to the nt':eds 
of industry. The construction of the new 
Technical College in the · Midwest wiL begin .. 
at an early date. This w,ll ensure an increase 
in · the producJ:ion of technicians · and 
craftsmen. · 

The development of the University of lfe 
under its Provisional Council is proceeding 
at a satisfactory rate and staff is being 
::.ssembled as quickly a,~ possible. The first 
batch of direct entrarHs into the University 
will be admitLed in October 1962. 

My Government is proud to announce that 
the programme of road development and 
::;1rengthening · of bridges begun during the 
1900-65 development period has now almost 
been covered. Investigations have ·· ·been · 
carried out in the past year and designs are 
now being prepared for a projected pro­
gramme of road strengthening i~ the Region.­
Preliminary investigation has been completed 

· and the design is now being completed for the 
proposed ·bridge · over River Ethiope in 
Sapele. Considerable progress has been 
made in the field of Electricity Development 
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in urban areas and my Government i~1tends 
to extend these facilities to n_1ral areas during 
the coming year. 

In pursuance of my Government's policy 
to provide pipe-barrie water in al_l urban 
communities, a number of schemes ~11 be -:' 
initiated during the coming financial year. 
The construction of rural' water -- supply 
schemes will also continue in co-operation 
with local. communities. 

The ' solemn undertaking given by my 
Government in regard to the development of 
public health and medical facilities will 
continue to occupy an important place in the 
development programme <juring the coming 
year. My Government acknowledges with 
gratitude, the contributions which the World 
Health Organisation and other international 
Agencies are making towards the _ improve­
ment of health facilities in this Region. 

For some years now,' my. Government has 
been concerned with the eradication· of yaws 
and similar endemic· diseases. I am happy to 
say that the work is now nearing completion 

._ and the incidence of yaws has been brought 
to an almost negligible level in most areas. 
My Government has also been actively 

· concerned with the control of small-pox 
and the prevention of epidemics. My 
Government will continue its efforts until the 
greater proportion of my people have become 
fully protected against this disease. It is the 
intention of my Government to improve the 
facilities available for the more efficient 
treatment of leprosy. 

The services which my Government has 
been rendering in regard to the control of 
'tuberculosis will be expanded so that patients 
in the more remote -areas might avail them­
selves of the type of treatment now available 
for urbi:m. communities. 

The problem of malnutrition is being 
tackled with determination and with the 
assistance of an overseas agency. The new 
School of Hygiene and Health Auxiliarie:> 
will be· opened during . the year and my. 

. Government hopes sh,ortly to introduce 
training courses locally for Health Sisters. 
The requirements of the rural areas will 
continue to receive special attention in the 
field .. of public health education. . 'The 
proble:m of jt;tvenile delinquency is no less 
important and is being vigorously tackled. 

In concert with the other Governments of 
the Federation, my Government will continue 
to give active support to the work of th~ 
Nigerian National Advisory Council for the 
Blind. 

It is the intention of my Government, 
during the course of this year, to place 
proposals before this honourable House for 
the reform of the local . government· system 
in a manner more suited to present-day 
circumstances. 

As hon. Members .are aware, my Govern':"· 
ment attaches great importance to the parti­
cipation of our women folk in public life ; 
arrangements· have now been completed for 
the selection of female members who will sit 
on the Local Government Councils·. 

The present local government system is 
ten years old and the experience, of the last 
few years · has made it necessary to look at it 
critically with a view to overhau'ling parts 
of it · which are defective or out-rrioded. 
It is therefore proposed during the cours~ of 
this year to place reform proposals before 
the Legislature with a view to amending the 
.Local Government Law ·in a manner· more 
suited to present day circumstances . . My 
Government will continue tq give every 
possible assistance to Local Authorities, but 
the time has now .come when these Co1..1ncils 
should accept a greater measure of'resp.ons­
ibility for the provision of essential 'local 

. services. Accordingly, measures · ·will be 
introduced to modify the payment of grants 
by the Regional Government, and Local 
Authorities will be expected to explore new 
sources of revenue and to fake full advantage 
of those already at their disposal. 

At an early date · after the present . meeting 
of the House, it is proposed to · hold · a 
Conference of Obas and Chiefs. My 
Government will like to give a r.eassurance 
that it will continue to maintain the institution 
of chieftaincy .and to uphold the honour ~mel 
dignity attaching to the . traditional position 

·of Obas and Chiefs. 

Hon. Members, in pursuance of my 
Government's determination to give maxi­
mum encourag-ement to forcig~ investors it is 
proposed during the coming year to establish 
new industrial estates. Survey work connect­
eel with the agricultural settlements, indus­
trial development and the assessment of 
mineral potentials will . continue to receive 
the urgent . attention of my Government. 
An aerial survey of important centres of 
population will be conducted during the 
comin·g year and this will be of tremen,dous 
importance for the purpose of mapping and 
town planning. Plans are well in hand to 
launch a programme for the replanning of 
important towns in the Region. 

' ' 
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Arntngements for the introduction of titles 
registration -yvill be pursued vigorously in 
order · to promote greater investment in real 
property. 

In the field of Labour Administration, 
my Government will continue to maintain 
good labour and industrial relation.s. Every 
effort will be made to open more Employment 
Exchange offices in the Region iri order to 
cope with the demand for industrial labour. 
One such office will be opened at Ikeja shortly. 

P;..s hon. Members are a>v:are, the National 
Provident Fund Act came ii1to force in 1961. 

· It is the intention of my Government to 
encourage workers in this Region to take 
advantage of the .facilities offered by this 
new 1neasure. 

~1y Ministers· are anxious to improve upon 
the standards of performance in Customary 
Courts. To this end, training courses will • 
be organised for those who arc responsible for 
the administration ofjustice in the Customary 
Courts. A Commissioner has recently been 
appointed to advise the hon. Attorney­
General and l\1inister of Justice on the 

' problems affecting Customary Courts and to 
serve as liaison · between the l\1inistry of 
Justice and the Customary Courts . In order 
to' assist P.residents and Members of Grades 
"C" d "D" C C h . an ustomary ourts, t e prepara-
tion of a vernacular version of the "Notes 
for Guidance" in the Customary Court 
Manual will shortly be made available. 
Legislation: amending the Customary Courts 
Law \vill be placed before you at this Session; 
the measures proposed are all designed to 
facilitate further improvement in the manner 
in which the duties of Customary Courts arc 
carried out. . 

A judicial Division of the High Court 
has recently been established at Ijebu-Ode 
and simi!at' steps are contemplated in respect 
of Oshogbo and additional Judges will be 
p osted to Ikeja and Warri in order to cope 
with ·the ever increasing volume of work in 
these ar'eas . 

In order to ensure a more effective co­
ordination in the administration of the 
Mid'west Area, my Government has recently 
assigned additional responsibilities to . the 
hon. Minis.,ter of Midwest Affairs in the fields 
of Local Government, Chieftaincy Affairs 
and Land Tenure. In this way, I am sure 
that the needs of this area will continue to 
receive the spe~ial attention which they 
undoubted~y deserve. · 

T he important task of giving adequate 
publicity to the activities of the Government 

will continue to receive the attention of my 
Ministers. During the new year, arrange~ 
ments will Q.e made for the provision of 
exhibition centres, cinema vans and mobile 
cinema barges throughout the Region. 

Overseas Publicity service will be expanded 
and every effort will be made to provide 
useful information to potential investors in 
foreign countries. 

The issue of Public Order is taken seriously 
by my Government and adequate steps are 
being taken to ensure that peace is maintained 
throughout the Region. Greater attention is 
also being paid to the training of the Local 
Government Police Forces to . increase their 
all-round efficiency and, in full co-operation 
with the Nigeria Police, a worthy code of 
conduct and discipline is being attained. 

Sporadic outbreaks of fire in many parts of 
the Region during the past year have justified 
the Fire Services Programme of my Govern­
ment which aims. at the establishment of 
Fire Stations in centres of large population 
as well as industrial areas all over the Region. 
In order to provide adequate support for the 
programme, . it is proposed to open a Fire 
Services Training School during_, the year ·· 
which will be attached to the modern Fire 
Station which is nearly completed 'and will · 
soon come into operation in the Secretariat · 
area in Ibadan. For the protection of 
Ibadan Town, which is the capital of the 
Region and -vvhere considerable business 
capital is at present concentrated, more work 
will be done on the provision and installation 
of Fire Hydrants which will be capable of 
dealing . with any type of fire risk that is 
likely to occur. 

My Government also realises the import­
ance of attracting tourists to the Region 
and has under consideration certain proposals ' 
for improving and increasing .. Catering Rest 
House facilities in the Region. In further­
ance of this aim the very modern Caterjpg -­
Rest House at Uromi which has recently been 
completed and fully. furnished will soon be 
opened to add to the facilities available in 
the Midwest Area. The other Rest Houses 
in the Region, pai:tict1larly those suitable for 
use by important . persons, are being 
redecorated and modernised. 

Hon. Members. will be pleased to know 
that the next meeting of the Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Association will be held 'in 
Nigeria during this year. Du~i~g the 
meeting, Members of the· Western · Nigeria 
Legislature will have the rare privilege of 
playing host to their colleagues from other · 
parts of the Commonwealth. I have no doubt 
that the Legislature of Western Nigeria~ is 
proud of its association with this unique body 
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and that we in Western Nigeria subscribe 
in full measure to the principles of democratic 
Government which is the cornerstone of our 
bond with other nations of the Common­
wealth. 

Hon. Members, such is your Government's 
programme during the coming Session. 
During the year, there will be ample oppor­
tunity for reappraisal of old attitudes and for 
making necessary sacrifices for the progress 
and glory of our great Nation. I have no 
doubt that our people will be found equal to 

.- the task and that all of us will together join 
in the noble task of building a better Nigeria 
for the coming generation. _ 

I now declare this Session OP,en and I pray 
that the blessing of Almighty God will rest 
upon you and that He may guide your 
deliberations". 

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE 
Motion for an Address · 

The Government Chief Whip (Mr 
N. A. B. Kotoye): Mr Speaker, I beg to 
move that this House expresses its loyal and 
dutiful thanks to His Excellency the Governor 
for the most gracious speech addressed to 
both Houses of the Legislature, and that a 
humble Address in these terms be formally 
presented to His Excellency by the Leader of 
the House and the Leader of the Opposition. 

We in this · Region are indeed fortunate to 
have at the helm of affairs 'today as .Governor . 
of the Region a person who by his great 
devotion to his duties, hard work, display of 
tact and love of the people, has been, at all 
times, a great source of inspiration to all of us. 
It is very difficult to thank the Government 
for its many activities in the last twelve 
months, . without mentioning the important 
part which His Excellency as the· Head of 
State and thy symbol of Authority in the. 
Region has played in making possible those 
good things by which this Government is 
remembered. In particular, I believe I am 
speaking for all sides of the House when I 
pay great tribute to His Excellt:ncy for his 
recent tour of the Northern Region. We do 
hope that in the 'years ahead many more of 
such visits will be made to all the other 
Regions and that reciprocal visits will be made 
to this Region of the other H .eads of States. 
The importance of such visits cannot be over­
emphasised in the building of the unity of 
Nigeria; a matter so dear to all our hearts. 
At least, by such visits we can show that every 
inch-~of the soil of the North is as much the 
home of His Excellency as ·is every inch of 
the soil of the Western Region and vice versa. 

This, I believe, is the first meeting vve are 
holding since Her Majesty conferred the 
great title of K.C.M.G. on His Excellency 
the Govetnor. I am sure all Members of 
thi!) House will join me in congratulating His 
E;xcellency for this great honour and assuring 
h1m of our loyalty and devotion at all. times. 

The Speech which His Excellency ·has 
been graciously pleased to deliver to us this 
morning makes a comprehensive and adequate 
review of the activities of this Government 
during the last twelve months and maps out 
the future plans and activities of the Govern­
ment . for the next twelve months. It will 
just be sheer waste of valuable 'time to repeat 
agai!l the very authoritative declaration of 
Government policies and intentions which 
have so ably been stated in His Excellency's 
gracious Speech from the Throne. I . will 
therefore just content myself in moving this 

·Motion with the underlining of some of the 
more important aspects touched upon in the 

. Speech. , · · 

There is no doubt that the Session whi~h 
His Excellency has just opened will go dovvn 
into history as marking the end of an era and 
the beginning of another in the annals of 
the history of the · Western Region. It will 
mark the end of a most desirable and perhaps 
useful honeymoon with independence . and 
the commencement of the hard task of nation 
building through self sacrifice and faith in 
the great future of Nigeria. It is the faith 
we all have in the future of our country and 
the desire to see this great nation· develop .. 
within so short a time that makes us accept 
gladly the end of the honeymoon with 
independence·- and welcome the austerity 
measures announced recently by the hon. 
Premier of this Region. We as Members of 
the Action Group take especial pride in the 
fact that our Government is in the fore­
front of building the nation through the 
sacrifice, toil and zeal of the people~ and their 
leaders. I believe I am right in interpreting 
the feelings of the leaders of the people of 
this Region when I say that we assure the 
Government of our full support in this matter · 
and that we are all ready and willing to pay 
our share of the price of progress; that we are • 
determined that this great nation of ours 
and this Region must continue to set the 
pace in development, in providing jobs for 
the jobless and in ensuring good health and · 
good roads -and that education at primary 
level shall continue to be free and, not least, 
that opportunity to rise to the highe_st level 
possible shall be made. available to every 
child and .every citizen of this Region, ·ri\':11 
or poor. 
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This Government is to be highly 

com.:nended for bringing forward at this 
epoch-m1king meeting of the House a new 
$ix-year Developme11t Plan which is to cost 
the Region upwards of £240 million. I 
have no intention to anticip.ate the much 
rcspectf.!c.l hon. Minister of Econon1ic Plan,:­
ning on this i:natter when I say that one of the 
greatest objectives of this plan must be to 
pro.vide jobs for the unemployed and the 
idle and thereby feed mouths which may go 
hungry ·because of lack of employment. · 

When the great Awoiowo Government took 
office in 1952, the problems facing this 
Region were principally those of ignorance, 
illiteracy and disease. At the time our great 
leader was laying down his mantle of office, 
he had succee~ed in a. manner unsurpassed 
in Black Africa to bring about, w.~thin so 
short a time, enlightenment, education, 
goo:i health services, and prosperity to all 
citizens of Western Nigeria. It is perhaps 
not to be unexpected that with the completion 
of the tasks of the old Government the great 
problem of the new Government should 
begin. Today, the one great problem facing 
this Goverpment is the provision of jobs 
and opportunities for the hundreds of children 
v,rho are going to come out of the several 
Awolowo Schools throughout the Region. 
It is for this reason that I heartily wei come 
Government's decision to bring a new devel­
op_;n~nt programne, and I have ' no doubt 

· • thil: when the presen.t Akintola Government 
takes its place in the Hall of Fame it will be 

. said of ' it that it met this great problem of 
unemployment and has succeeded by the 
huge Six-year Development Plan in laying 
low this great problem of our times. 

It is gratifying to note that Government's 
activities in the closing year in the field of 
education has b'een immense, culminating in 
the establishment of the Un~versity of Ife. 
We in this House are proud to be' associated 
with the decision to establish the University. 
We are happy to riote the great support and 
encouragen:J.ent which the University has 
received from at home and abroad. Speaking 
on education generally, it is comforting to 

. find at the helm of affairs a person of the 
calibre of the present ~inister of Education. 
I want to .as.sure him that his activities in 
the last twelve months in the matter .. of 
making educ.ation as cheap as possible and 
bringing opportunities of education to every 
village and hamlet has the full support of 
right thinkin~ members of this great 
community. It is unhealthy that a Govern­
ment should have committed well over forty 
per cent of its annual revenue on one item of 

social service every year. And that is 
exactly what we are doing in this Region 
in the matter of education. The · need to 
examine and prune Government expenditure 
on education without doing damage to the 
great objective cannot be over-emphasised. 
I am satisfied that we have in . that ~inistry 
someone who can do this. I want the 
~inistcr to know that he can count on the 
support of right thinking members of the 
comm.unity in ·ensuring that wastages in 
Government expenditure caused by the over­
liberal attitude of the Government to volun­
tary agencies, private propri~tors, etc., must 
be stopped. Voluntary Agencies must be" 
told that this Region has accepted democratic 
socialism as the great objective. And de­
mocratic socialism involves· State planning 

· and Government control on -d0mocratic lines. 
This Government has accepted its respons­
ibilities in the matter of ,education, and 
voluntary agencies and proprietors must be 
told to accept theirs . . But if voluntary 
agencies . must hold this Government to 
ransom by insisting that we continue to 
spend forty-three per cent of the revenue of 
the Government, on education, then the han. 
Minister of Education must tell them that it 
is compatible with democratic socialism 
that Government will take over education 
completely and .eliminate all these middle­
men agencies and proprietors which · have 
made education an expensive thing in the 
Region. .. 

I do not intend to dwell much on secondary 
education, in view , of the Ajayi Commission 
of . Inquiry which_ is now going on. But I 
should make it known that the decision of 
Government to·set up this commission is wise 
and commendable, and it is to be hoped that 
Government will give the report of the 
enquiry very great and wide publicity when 
issued. I want to emphasise, however, that 
whatever the Ajayi Commission may have 
to say, the study and teaching of science in 
our secondary schools appear not to have 
been on a high and inspiring level. I do hope 
that our able ~inister of Education will give 
this matter his most urgent attention. 

It is a matter of great pleasure. to me 
personally that we are ending another year 
in ·. which · this Government has enjoyed 
indt~strial peace and calm. No Government 
in the Federation can claim to have enjoyed 
as much industria! peace as the Government · 
of the Region within the last five yea.rs. 
Whilst in other places we hear of strikes, 
threat of strike~, dismissal of strikers, we hear 
here of co-operation, patient negotiation by 
eniployers and the employed. The one single 
labour upheaval that I know of in the last 
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twelve months in this Region was settled 
without resort to the dismissal of the strikers. 
This is not the story in other places. This 
happy situation could exist because the . 
Action Group to which we on this side are 
proud to belong is the · best friend of the 
workers, and the workers now know their 
friends. 

The decision of the Government to open 
labour . exchanges is most welcomed. It is 
to be hoped, however, that when these 
exchanges are opened they will not be mere 
decorations, but will be used as the only 
channel of employment, and that men of 
go'od calibre and integrity will staff them. 

The importance which agriculture and 
agricultural services occupy in the plans of 
the Government is perhaps emphasised by 
the fact that of the six and half pages of His 
Excellency's Speech, a whole page is devoted 
to agriculture. I congratulate the Govern­
ment on its great achievements in the field 
of agricult_ure, particularly i~s extension 
services. All over the Region, in remote 
places and in villages and hamlets in the 
Region, the sign "M.A.N.R." has now become 
a pleasing symbol of a dynamic and go-ahead 
Govei·nment. It is not surprising to find that 
this Government has made so much progress 
in the field of agriculture, because we had at 
the head of this most important Ministry a 
distinguished and hard working Minister in 
the person of Chief Akin Deko. Chief Deko 
is no more with us, but it is a humble tribute 
to him when I say that the sign "M.A.N.R." 
which has been made popular by him all over 
'the Region will be a worthy memory to the 
services of a noble and distinguished son of 
Western Nigeria. It is a matter of great 
pleasure, however, that the greai: experience 
of this great son will not be lost to us and will 
still be available in the great position which 
he now occupies as the Regional Representa:.. 
tive for Africa of the F.A.O. The hon. 
Premier is to be congrat~lated on making 
the right choice to fill the vacancy created by 
the departure of Chief Akin Deko. I have 
no doubt that our new Minister of Agriculture, 
the pleasant-looking . Chief Adeyi who has 
equally distinguished himself in the Ministry 
of Trade and Industry, will also make a name 
for himself and this Region in his new 
Ministry. 

Finally, let me express my personal pleasure 
to learn from the Speech from the Throne 
that this Governrnent will pay greater atten­
tion to the training of the Local Government 
Police of this Region. · 

We who come from the rural areas of this 
Region, where the Nigeria Police is wholly 

unknown, have much to be grateful for in the 
services rendered by our Local Government 
Police. The Local Government Police is a 

· much maligneQ. Force, but even their wors t 
critic will neyer fail to admit today that they 
form the bedrock and base -of security and 
peace in the Region. I want to kt m embers 
of this important instrument of security and 
peace in the Region know that in the hearts of 
peaceful and well-intentioned citizens of the 
Region-and we are millions-their services 
are well appreciated. I do hope that <;:;overn­
ment will be unceasing in the task of ensuring 
that the standard of training and discipline of 
the Local Government Police Force takes no 
back 'position of any Police Force in Nigeria. 

Mr Speaker, I beg to move. 
. The Deputy Speaker (MrS. T. Adelegan): . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to second the Motion 
so ably moved by the last speaker. In doing 
this, I am tempted to ask hon. Members, 
especially those from rural areas, to rise with 
me and give three cheers to the Government 
for the prominent attention given to 'rural 
areas as evidenced by the schemes planned 
for them in practically all branches 'of govern- · 
mental ac~~vities during the ensuing year. 

-· In its agrarian policy, Government has 
already provided ·Farm Settlements which 
offer employment opportunities for the 
younger generation. In the distribution of 
amenities Government continues to provide 
rural ' 'Vater supplies, rural electricity supplies; · 
and, in consideration of health, rural health 
centres. And, what 'is more, the t:ural areas 
are not forgotten in industrial planning. It 
is happy .to note that emphasis will now be 
laid on the need for the establishment of 
rural industries. This stress on the devei­
opment of the rural areas and the countryside 
must surely delight the minds of the in­
habitants of this great Region. 

The word "Austerity" has been ·regarded 
with affection in some quarters and with · 
lukewarmness, and even aversion, in-others. 
Then~ are those who pray that austerity 
should be chased away as quickly as possible . ' 
Others, indeed, do feel that some of the 
measures 1n the Western Region have been 
overdone. But the foresightedness and real­
istic approach of this Government has been 
aptly <.iescribed by the phrase "Prosperity 
through Austerity". . 

If we can co-operate with the Government 
and our leaders in "boycotting all boy­
cottablcs" and cutting our coat according to 
our size, avoiding extravagant living and 
buying only the essential, we shall be helping 
in a large measure to develop our · dear 
country and provide employmen oppGr­
tunities for the younger ones. 
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It is now common knowledge that the 

population census of the ·Federation of Nigeria 
will take place next May. We have oft-repeat­
edly been· reminded of the significance of 
this important event. Since the economic 
. and social development of m.i~. areas depend 
solely · on population figures, it is incumbent 

· on all of us to go back home and educate 
vur people on the necessity of presenting 
themselves and their households to census 
officials. In this connection, Sir, we fully 
appreciate the efforts of our energetic Premier 
and. his Ministers in launching the campaigns 
in a big way a few days ago. 

The Government should be congratulated · 
on its bid to expand facilities for Secondary 
Education. In this connection, two strat:egic 
moves made by the Government are very 
worthy of note. . ~ · 

· First, in order to see that the maximum 
number of places are utilised in · Secondary 
Schools, Government has set up the Ajayi 
Commission to lo.ok into the ' question of fees· 
charged in Secondary Schools . It is hoped 
that · when. the Commission completes its 
findings, . it will be clear what equitable 
charges all schools should make, what local 
contributions will be . expected, and what · 
Government ~ssistance will be needed for the 
p roper running of Secondary Schools in this 
Region. 

Secondly, Sir, the Premier recently, on a 
busy tour of parts of Western · Nigeria, 
found it wo~thwhile, despite his engagements, 
to call- at a developing Secondary School to 
see "for himself problems facing a typical 
developing school. 

· One salient point which emerged in the 
address presented to the Premier by this 
School was the development of Science in 
our Secondary Schools. Most of our Schools 
at the morqent can only make do with the 
teaching of Arts subjects because of the 
inadequacy of staff and equipment for 
Science teaching. This, Sir, is a very 
difficult problem which our Government 
has been planning to solve and which must 

. be. solved at all costs. In this age· of atomic 
• arid space travel, it is· important that Govern­

ment sees to it that facilities for the teaching 
of Science are provided in every school, 

· b~owever young. 
Government is to be congratulated for the 

9rderly development -in the University of Ife. 
It is' quite' heartening to remember how, when 
the University was to be set up last year, 

.. various · Divisions and communities vied tcf! 
give- out land for the site of the University. 
But this is not the end of the ..::nthusiasm 

I 

and affection all citizens should have in this 
all-impo.rtant institution. We should regard 
it as our baby and show. continual ·interest in 
its growth and development ~md also see that 
other people's babies do not grow healthier 
and develop faster. . ·In order to ac;,hieve this 
I appeal 1 to the. Government of Western 
Nigeria to set up· im endowment scheme 'to 
help the growth of the l!niversity. 

The value . of the work don·e ·by certain 
Government Departments ' may not be 
frequently appreCiated by members of the 
public. In this connection I would ·wish to 
commend the tremendous work being ·done 
in th.e field of mental health' by this · Govern­
ment through the. Aro Mental Hospital. We 
may not all, most of us, need to take treatment 
at this world-renowned institution at Aro. 

· Most of us may be gifted with strong natural 
resistance, and our saturation point may be 
high. But one thing stands ·out clearly, and 
that is, that in these busy; ·ambitious days of 
independence everybody is ~lways confused 
and in a hurry, and many more inay need the 
comfort and assistance provided by Aro. 

Dr Preye Okosi in an article in a Federal 
Information pamphlet has the following to 
say of this very important institution, and 
I quote: ' · · 

"Tb.e A~;o Hospital is bound to play a .. 
leading role in the . treatment of nervous 
disorders in Nigeria. Between October 
1954, and October 1961, more than 2,800 
patients have received long and short­
term treatment-many · patients were 
admitted from o.utside the Western Region. 

"The Aro Hospital is obviously the best 
and most modern hospital of its kind in 
Africa. There are for example Electro.:­
encephalogram for epilepsy, Department 
of Occupational Therapy, X-ray Depart­
ment which is equipped to carry out the 
. most complex' investigation on the brain, 
and a neuro-surgical theatre to cope with 
all kinds of surgical conditions of the brain." 
It is heartening to note that since the 

Western Government took over this hospital 
in 1954 it has spent on ~t pretty one million 
pounds. _ 

Finally, I should wish to commend the 
Government on the stand taken on the 
question of law and order in this Region. 
Throughout last year, despite evil suggestions 
of a breakdown. in the machinery of law and 
order, there were no disorders. For this 
success I should like to congratulate the 
Police, both federal and local. , · 

Now that it has beeh established that this 
Region cannot be plunged into chaos and 
disorderliness, I appeal to all in a body to risy 
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up and co-operate with this progressive 
Government and do our best to make our 
Region remain ever the best in this Federation. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to second. 
Further Debate stood adjourned till tom01·rozc, 

Thursday, 29th March, 1962 .. 

PRESENTATION AND FIRST READING 
OF PUBLIC BILLS 

(1) By the Minister of Finance. 
(i) Lotteries.-A Bill to amend the 

G overnment Lotteries Law-( Cap. 72); 
· read the First time; to be read a Second time 
later in the Meeting; 

· (ii) Pools .Betting.-A Bill to ~ake 
· provision for the Control and Regulation 

of Pool Betting and Pool Betting Business, 
and for the taxation of Pool Betting, in 
Western Nigeria and for other matters 

. incidental thereto or connected therewith; 
read the First time; to be read a Second time 
on 6th A,.pril, 1962~· 

(iii) Income Tax:- A Bilt further to 
··amend the Income Tax Law-( Cap. 48); 

read the First time; to be read a Second time 
on 9th April, 1962; 

(iv) Appropriation (Supplementary).-A 
Bill to make supplementary provision for 
the services of Western Nigeria for the year 
ending on the 31st day of March, 1962, 
additionally to that made under the 1961-62 
Appropriation Law, 1961; read the First 
time; to be read a Second time on 4th April, 
1962; 

(v) Appropri(Jtion.-A Bill to appropriate 
nineteen million, one hundr.ed and nineteen 
thousand, two hundred and twenty pounds 
for . recurrent expenditure and fifteen 
million, nine hundred and sixty-nine 
thousand, and ninety pounds for Capital 
Expenditure for the Services of Western 
Nigeria for the year ending the 31st day of 
March, 1963 ; read th~ First time; to be read 
a Second time on 6th April, 1962; · 

(vi) Stamp Duties.-A Bill to amend the 
Stamp Duties Law-( Cap. 118) ; read the 
First time; to be read a Second time later in 

· the Session; ' 
(2) By the Minister of Lands and 

Housing: 
(i) Housing Corporation.- A Bill to amend 

the Western Region Housing Corporation 
Law-( Cap. 130) ; read · the First time; 
to be read a Second time on 29th Ap1~il, 1962 ,· 

(ii) Crown Lands.-A Bill to amend the 
Crown Lands Law- ( Cap. · 29); read the 
First time; to be read a Second time on 4th 

o Ap1·il, 1 fJ62; 

(iii) Commimal Land Rights.- A Bill to 
amend the Communal Land Rights (Vesting 
in Trustees) Law- ( Cap. 24); read . the 
First time; to be read a Second time on 5th 
April, 1962 ,· · · 

(3) By the Minister of Local Govern-
me~: · · 

(i) Local Government.-A Bill to . amend 
the Local Government Law-( Cap. 68); 
read the First time; to be 1'ead a Second time 
on 2nd April, 1962; 

' (ii) Chiefs.-A.Bill to amend the Chiefs 
Law- ( Cap. 19); read the First time; to b'e 
read . a Second time on 18th -April, 1962; 

(iii) Council of Obas and Chiefs.-A Bill 
to amend the Council of Obas and · Chiefs 
Law-(Law No. 38 of 1959); read the First 
time; to be read a Second time on 18th A pril, 
1962; . 

(4) By the Premier: 

(i) House of Chiejs.-A Bill to presi;:ril?e 
the qualifications of Chiefs to be selected 
as Members of the House of Chiefs for the 
Region, the manner. of selection of such · 

--Chiefs, the circumstances in which the seat 
of any such Chief in the House shall 
become vacant, and for purposes incidental 
thereto or connected therewith; read the 
First time; to be read a Second time on 6th 
April, 1962; 

(ii) Provinces and Division~.-A Bill to 
make provision for the Establishment of 
new Provinces and Administrative Divi­
sions 'in ·western Nigeria, for variation in 
the areas and boundaries of Provinces and 
Administrative Divisions and for matters 
connected therewith; read the First time; 
to be read a Second time on 29th 111arcli, 
1.962; 

(iii) Parliamentary Electoral · Regulations . 
-A Bill to amend the Parliamentary 
Electoral Regulations, 1960, read the First 
time; to be read a Second tiine on 30th 
M ar_ch, 1962; . ·'~ 

. (5) By the Minister of Justice a~d 
Attorney-General: 

(i) Customary Courts.-A Bill to amend 
the Customary Courts Law-(Cap. 31)­
and to make provision for other matters 
connected therewith; read the First t ime; 
to be read a Second time on 2nd April, 1962; 

(ii) Laws (Adaptation . ·by Orders).- A 
Bill to make provision for the adapt ation; 

. by order of the Governor in Council, fo r 

------------
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existing Regional Laws foi· the . purpose Committee of Selection (New Mem bers) 
of bringing them into conformity with, or Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, I beg to 
giving. effect or enabling effect to be given h f 
to, the provisions of the Nigeria (Constitu- move t at Chie A. Adekeye, Mr S. T. 
tion) Order in Council, 1960; reau the First Adelegan and Chief F. Oputa Otutu be 
time; to be read a Sec_ond time, on 4th ,April, members of the Committee of Selectiop. 
1962; The Minister of Local Government 

' (iii) Interpr.etation.-A Bill to arncnd the 
Interpretation Law- ( Cap. 51); reau the 
First time; to be read a Second time on 9th 
April, 1962; 

(6) By th e Minister of H ome Affa irs:. 
. Liquor Lic~nsing .-A Bill to amend the 

Liquor (Licensing) Law-( Cap. 65); read 
the First time; to be Tead a Second time on 
4th A pril, 1962; . 

(7) By th e Minister of Agriculture and 
Natural R esour ces: 

. . . 
Produce · Inspection .-A Bill to make 

provision fo~ the Inspection in Western 
N igeria of produce for export, for the 
purpose of enforcement of Grades and 
Stand.:J·rds of quality in respect of such 
produce, and for matters incidental to the 
fore-going matters; read the First time; 
to be read a Second time ow 19th March, 
1962; 

\ 

(8) By th.:e Minister of Education: · 

University of Ije.-A BilL to am~nd the · 
University of Ife (Provisional Council) 
L aw-(Law No. 6 of 1961); read the First 
time ; to be read a S econd time on 30th 
March, 1962; 

. N OTICES OF MOTIONS 

•'ree P assage to tli'e House for Members 

Th e Minister of Fin a n ce and Leader 
fth e H ou se (Chief}. A. 0. Odebiyi): Mr 
·peaker, _Sir, I beg to move that this House 
rays His ·.Excellency to give directions that 
1e Commissioner of Police shalll{eep, during 
1e Session of the Legislature, the streets 
:ading to the House free and open and that 
e> obstruction shall be permitted to hinder 
1e passage thereto of Members of the House. 

The Minister of Justice a nd Attorney­
·eneral (ChiefS. 0. Ighodaro): I rise to 
:cond. 

Quest~on proposed. 
Question put and agreed to. 

(Alhaji D. S. Adegbenro): Sir, I , beg to 
second. 

Question proj;os,ed. 
. Question put and agreed to. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Motion made, That the House do now · 

adjourn.-(Chiej Odebiyi). 

Business of the House 

Chief Odebiyi: Han. Members must 
have had copies of the Legislative Programme 
for this Meeting. It may be necessary in 
the course of the Meeting to have them 
amended; as and when amended, new copies 
will be offered to Members. 

It is pr~posed that on Saturdays the House 
will not be sitting : this is to afford Members 
the opportunity of visiting important indus­
trial projects in the Region. 

It is proposed that on Saturday after next, 
there will be a tour to the Midwest to see 
plantations and oth~r industrial projects in 
the area. 

On the following Saturday, which . is the 
14th of April, there will alw be another tour 
of the Provinces. (Interruptions). 

Also, as Members will have noticed, ,a 
meeting of the Commonwealth Parliamentary 
Association will be held tomorrow, and not 
today, at 5 _o'clock in the Committee Room 
upstairs, o1: in the Chamber here, to afford , 
Members -an opportunity of ·discussing the 
Programme which is going to be drawn up 
for the forthcoming Meeting of the Common­
wealth Parliamentary Association to be held 
in Nigeria. I do hope that . Members of. this 
House will be present as Members of the 
House of Chiefs will be there. 

· Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the 
House do now adjourn. 

Question proposed. 
Question put and agreed to. 

Adjourned accordingly at 11.30 a.m., until 
tomorrow, Thursday, 29th March, 1962, at 
10.00 a.m. 
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WESTERN HOUSE Of 
ASSEMBLY 

THURSDAY, 29TH MA:RCH, 1962 

('The House met at 10.15 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 
I, 

STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE: 
REPORT 

The Minister of Finance and Leader of 
the House (Chief J. A. 0. Odebiyi): Mr 
Speaker Sir, I beg to mov'e that the Resolution 
and Recommendations of the Standing. Orders 
Committee, which will have the effect of 
amending rather extensively the present 

.. Standing Orders of this House, be adopted . 

The Standing Orders hitherto used by 
this House were made in 1955 under a 
Colonial Constitution, and they were designed 
for a much smaller House and for much more 
restricted Parliamentary activities than what 
we now have to carry out in an enlarged 
Regional Parliament ' of an Independent 
Nigeria. The Orders have therefore been 
found inadequate and unsuitable for the . 
new status and functions of the House. 
Sometime last year, with the approval of the 
Executive Council, advantage was taken of 

. the presence in the country of Mr 0 Richard 
, Bm·las to review and revise the Standing 

Orders.·; Mr Bar las is the United Kingdom 
·· House of Commons Clerk in charge of 

reviewing and . revising the Standing Orders 
of Commonwealth Parliaments, especially 
the Parliaments of former colonial countries 
which have recently emerged into sovereignty. 
Mr Barlas worked here in conjunction with . 
the Ministry of Justice ~md the Legislature 
Department to produce the recommendations 
that were finally considered by your 
Committee. 

Th~ recommendations speak for them­
selves, but I would like to call the attention of 
hon. Members to the new finanCial provisions: 
it became necessary to insert the actual words 
of the Constitution in the Standing Orders 
dealing with financial matters so as to avoid ' 
doubts in such matters-for instance, Stand­
ing Orders merely "paraphrasing Constitu­
tional provisions may, in the heat of partisan 
debate on the floor of the House, be suspended 
on a substantive motion; but if the exact 
words of the Constitution are quoted in the 
Standing Orders with relevant refei·ences 
such dangers will be eliminat~d. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, there is nothing contro­
versial in the recommendations and I am sure · 
they will be acceptable to, and be regarded .as 
desirable and . necessary by, both sides of 
this House. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. 

The Minister of Local · Government 
(Alhadji D. S. · Adegbenro): I beg to 
second. 

Question· proposed. 
Question put and agreed:, to. 

BUSINESS MOTION 

Suspension of Standing Order 4 (2) 

£hief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move that Standing Order 4 (2) be suspend- . 
ed this day to allow the House . to continue 
sitting after 1.00 p.m., if necessary. 

The Minister of Justice and Aft:orney­
General (ChiefS. 0. Ighodaro): r' beg to 
second. 

Question proposed. 
Question put and agreed to. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

PRODUCE ·INSPECTION . BILL 
SECOND READING 

Order for Second Reading read: 

The Minister of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources (Chief A. a·. Adeyi): 
Mr Sp~aker, Sir, I rise :to move the Second 
Reading of a Bill for a Law to provide for the 
inspection in Western Nigeria of produce for , 
export, for the purpose of enforcement of 
grades and standards of quality in respect of 

. such produce, and for p1atters incidental to · 
or connected wjth such matters. 

This Bill, · when passed into Law, will 
replace the existing Produce Inspection 
Ordinance (No. 24 of 1950). as w~ll as other 
subsidiary and amending legislation incidental 
thereto. The draft Bill.follows the existing 
provtswns of the · Produce Inspection 
Ordinance; 1950, in so far as those provisions 
refer to Regional responsibilities. 

Clause 5 of · this Bill provides . for · the 
establishment of the vVestern Nigeria Produce 
Inspection Board. The members will be 
drawn from both official and non-official 

, sources and they would be persons who 
have knowledge of, or special interest in·, 
produce and matters pertaining thereto. 
The Board will advise me in relation to the 
making of Orders and Regulations for the 
control of the quality of produce for export 
and of the_ protection of sue~ produce from 
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erioration or attack by insects. The 
lrd will also advise me generally in respect 
Produce Inspection and the application of 
Law. 

have. already indicated that the Produce 
pection Service · of Western Nigeria at 
.>ent performs its duties under the 
hority of legislation devised in 1950 to 
:t the needs of all parts of the Federation. 
~ Bill now before this House merely re­
cts, \Vith n·ecessary modifications, additions 

, amendments, the existing Produce 
pection Ordinance, 1950, and is framed in 
light of our present' experience to provide 
the 'particular requiretnents of Western 

·:eria': 

1r Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. 

'he · Parliamentary Secretary to the 
a istry of Agriculture and Natural 
;ources (Alhaji Z. A. Opal eye): I rise 
econd. 
]uestion jYroposed. 

.1r G. I. Oviasu (Benin Central West): 
ore saying ~nything on this Bill, I would 
to make certain observations . 

want i:o J.::now why this particular lVIinister , 
uld table t1iis Bill, which should be for the 
1ister of Trade and Industry, Mr K. S. 
moh. \ Ale wonder why the Premier of 
; Region should remove the Marketing 
trd fron1. the Ministry of Trade and 
lUStry and . transfer it to the Ministry of 
·iculture and Natural Resources. '!''his 
:ter falls under the portfolio of the Minister 
r rade and Industry, and I am putting it to 
that this is very unfair to that gentleman 

) is now 'holding the portfolio. Js it 
ause he is from the Midwest? . 

Applause from Opposition Benc_hes). 

'he Premier: Point of Order. Is that 
y Fani-Kay'ode is the leader of that side? 

llr Oviasu: The creation of the .Produce 
pection Board is unnecessary because of 
austerity measures , When there is need 
the provision of amenities in this Region, 

y is it n ecessary at this time of auitetity 
t more · Boards should be created? 
'!plausefrom Opposition Benches). I wonder 
y the civi.l servant members of the Board 
not left to carry on the job. of the Board. 

is one thing to advise the Minister and 
•ther thing to take that advice, since the 
nister, according to the section dealing 
h the Board advising the Minister, has the 
ht to rej ect the advice: 'T'his is nothing 
t political jobbery. 

The Minister has the power of cancelling 
licences. I must warn that this must not be 
used as a political weapon against any political . 
enemy. It is the practice of this Government 
to bring ·things that are of benefit to their 
party members, as their members are always 
appointed to the statutory ~orporations of 
this Region. The Government thinks that 
it is only when the members of the Govern­
ment arc appointed to these Boards that 
they will be able to toe the party line. Most 
of the provisions of this Bill arc unnecessary. 

Government 
technical for you. 

Benches: That is too 

Mr Oviasu: I am a trader, and I know. 
I have the opportunity to know. I know · 
1nore. 

Mr J. Omokowajo (Okitipupa North­
West): Mr Speaker, Sir, some months ago 
this particular Minister was connected with 
cocoa fraud. 

Government Chief Whip (Mr N. A. B. 
Kotoye): I think the hon. Member should 
be called upon to withdraw the remarks he 
made about the hon. Minister. 

Mr Speaker: T'he hon. Member said 
that the Minister was connected with a fraud. 
Unfortunately, I do not see whether in his 
ministerial capacity the .Minister has some­
thing to do with the fraud detected by the 
Coco!l Commission which culminated in the 
Commission of Inquiry, so that if his English 
is bad he should find a better word. The 
han. Member could not have meant that 
the Minister was a · party to the . fraud."'' 
I should like the hon. Member to say that 
the Minister was not rneant to have anything 
to do with cocoa fraud. 

Mr Omokowajo: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
meant to say that his Ministry was connected, 
not the Minister himself. (Cheers). 

Mr Speaker, Sir, "the Ministry of Trade / . 
and Industry, was connected with cocoa fraud, 
and now the head of that particular Ministry 
is transferred 'to· be the Minister of Agriculture 
and'Natural Resources, and that section where 
there was the alleged fraud in the Ministry 
of Trade and Industry is now removed to the 
Ministry of Agri.culture and · Natural 
Resources. There is still something there 
which is not clear to all of us. I would wish 
that particular Produce section to be taken 
back to the Ministry of Trade and Industry. 
Somebody said the Yorubas do not want 
Midwesterners to know what is in that 
pm:ticular Ministry. Perhaps. it is true. 
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Mr V. I. Amadasun (Benin West 1): (a) the precautions which shall b e taken 
~ Mr Speaker, Sir, . I rise to fall in stream with to prev.ent the occurrence and . spread of 

· . : all that the hon. Members on this side have pest infestation in produce by means of 
· said. . inspections thereof and the powers ' and 

Mr Speaker, it is very, very clear now that 
the Members ·of the Opposition have been 
doing their work efficiently and judiciously. 
It was during the last Budget Session of 1961 
'that the Members of the Opposition made an 
allegation that so many thousands of pounds 
of the Regional Government had been 
diverted to some hidden hands, and that led 
to the Delumo Commission of Inquiry. · 
(Applause). I am from the Midwest; I can 
call that name anyhow, so that, Sir, for any 
Member of the other side to say that the 
Memb~rs of the Opposition have not been 
doing their work is erroneoy,s. . . 

This Bill is the result of the criticisms of 
the Members of the Opposition, and, Mr 
Speaker, Sir, a mature politician who has 
studied this Bill carefully would · see that 
the Bill is classified into · four· tategories: · 

· one category affects the Minister transferred 
from one Ministry to the other; and, number 
two, Sir, the Bill also affects the Western 
Region Produce Inspection Board; number 
three, the Bill affects Produce Officers; 
number four, the Bill affects the farmers of 
the Region. 

· In ~ontinuing with t};le first classification, 
the Members of the Opposition opposed this 
Bill vehemently becaus~ it gives supernatural 
powers to the supposed Minister. I am 
going to cite relevant sections of this Bill 
which have given s·upernatural pov,rers to the 
Minister. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, clause 4 (3) ,is identical 
with clause 5 (2) (a); (b), (c). Sub-sections 
(a), (b) (i) - (iii) will show clear~y that some 
hidden powers have been gtven to the 
Minister responsible for this Ministry. 
Section ~to refresh your memory, I quote: . 

. "4. (1) This Law shall apply to the 
produce described in the First ·Schedule, 
being produce intended for export, and 
the word 'produce' in . this Law shall be 
constructed accprdingly. 

" (2) The Minister, with _the advice of 
the Board, may by order add to or delete 
from the First Schedule any description of 
produce. 

, "(3) In relation to the making of an 
order under sub-section (2) the Minister 
r.hall not be bound to accept the advice of 

· the Board". 
Clause 8 (1): "The Minister, with the 

advice of the Board, may make regulations 
proyiding for-

duties of officers concerned in pest control; 

(b) the inspection and grading of ·any 
produce according to its quality and purity, 
and prohibiting or regulating any dealingS 
with or processing of any produce·' which 
has not been so inspected and graded or 
which does not conform to standards 
prescribed in accordance with the provisions 
of the . Export of Nigerian Produce Act, 
1958, or any other law;" 

Clause 5 (2): "The Board sh~ll consist of 
nine members as follows: 

(a) ~ Chairman, being a person appearing 
to the Minister to be fit · and p roper fo r 
appointment as such; · 

-(~) five members, not being officers in the 
public service of the Region, · of whom-

(i) one shall be a person. appearing to 
the Minister to have special knowledge 
of, or · interest in, matters relating to 
cocoa; 

(ii) one shall be a person appearing .to 
the Minister to have special knowledge 
of, or interest in, matters relating tc 
pa~m produce; 

(iii) one shall be a person .appearing t< 
the Minister to 'have special knowledg. 
of, or interest in, matters relating t r 
rubber;'and 

(iv) . one shall be a person appearing t • 
the Minister to have special knowledg 
of, or interest in, matters relating . t 
timber; and · · · 

(v) one ·shall be a person appointe 
to represent the interest ·"of licenst 
buying agents"; 

Mr Speaker, Sir, with all these citatio1 
I have been able to prove that the extr. 
ordinary powers given, to the Minister ·a 
anti-democratic and supernatural. ·. . 

Now, turning to the second catego1 
I said that this Bill is meant to affect t J 
Western Region Produce Inspection Boar 
There is no need for the appointment of t 
Board since it is in an advisory capacil 
I .do not need to sit on a· Board the decisi· 
of which the Minister. shall not be bound 
accept; That is why I did not accept 
sit on the Midwest Minority Council. H < 
Members should desist from . accepti 
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appointments as members of this Western 
Region Produce Jpspection Board. 

And turning to the third category, Sir, I 
said that it is meant to make the Produce 
Inspectors more efficient. In the Delumo , 
Inquiry it was so specifically written that the 
Produce Inspectors of the Western Region 
are ·, dist'.lonest, inefficient and corrupt­
(Inten·uptions)-and, because of . this, the 
M inistry has- done harm in making certain 
regulations to make the work of the produce 
inspectors vei:y difficult. In a section it was 
stated' that any produce inspector who 
passed any produce not reaching exportable 
standard should be subject to' a fine of £200 
or imprisonment for one year, and the 
Minister has failed to explain what is ri1eant 
by "exporhble standard". 

1 • .$ 

- Mr Speaker, Sir, this Bill has been prepared 
in a way whereby the Produce Inspectors 
who will not follow the order of the ~inister 
will be vi<;timised. (Interruptions). 

I cannot be perturbed by your interrup­
tions. I am opposing this in o.rder that the 
farmers in the ~idwest will not be made 
political victims. • 

It is stated that any farmer who hinders the 
work ofany Produce Inspector, or any-farmer 
wh·o gives out · any adulterated rubber sheets, 
or any 'farmer who fails to follow the order 
of the l\:1inister; shall be sentenced to a fine 
of £200. or one year's imprisonment. But 
the warning I want to sound in this connec­
tion is that before the orders are made-the 
majority of our farmers are illiterates-it 
should be the duty of the Government to 
teach the farmers what they have · to do 
and. what not to do: not simply sending 
people out to the Midwest to victimise them 
because they have produced adulterated 
rubber sheets. 

Fi~ally; I am closing by saying that thi!l Bill 
was brought to the House because of the 
very important contributions the . Members 
of the Oppositiono- have been making in this 
honourable House. 

I beg to oppose~ 

The Leader · of the Opposition (Mr 
R. A. Fani-Kayode): I think · we on this 
side of the House must try arid understand 
the position of the Western Region. A few 
weeks ago, the Premier · of this Region 
appealed to the Opposition and to this House, 
and to the Region as a whole, that the financial 
position ·of the Region is such that great 
sacrifices must be .ma.de if we "are goii1g to 
achieve the development necessary to push 
the Region· ahead: in other words, to get 

progress in the Region, to industrialise the 
Region, to implement, trade, and to foster 
agricultural schemes. I think that if the 
Premier of this Region and the Government 
want to be taken seriously they must act in 
such a way as to make it obvious to all of us 
that whenever demands are made on the · 
people for sacrifices, the Government itself 
must be circumspect to avoid ~my way or any 
means of mis-spending a single penny. 

Now, Sir, if a Board with some executive 
powers has been thought necessary in order 
to put a check or a super-check on the produce 
department, I think, Sir, that we on this side 
of the House do not think that this is a 
complete necessity; and now Government 
has thought fit to clear up more funds for 
new members of the new Board l But 
whether the proposed Board is absolutely 
advisory, speaking for myself- and I · am sure 
for Members on this side and also for all right­
thinking persons-an advisory committee or 
an advisory council would have met the 
circumstances of the case. There are several 
Boards like that, Mr Speaker. You ha:ve 
advisory councils appointed without payment. 
People who serve on them often get their 
sitting allowan~~~· They are advisers to the 

- ~inister. Iti_"';i%\ls case the Minister is not 
bound to accept the advice; he might reject 
the advice. 

Vihat is the -·purpose ·Of creating a new 
Board with five members of · the Action 
Group? (Interruptions). I read clause 5 (2) 
of the Bill-

(2) The Board shall consist of nine 
members as follows : 

(a) a Chairman, being a person 
appearing to the Minister to be. fit and 
proper for appointment as such; 

(b) five members, not being officers 
in the Public Service of the Region ..... . 
(Interruptions). 

I do not intend to meander from my 
points and to reduce the statement I am going 
to make. In clause 7,, you will find that the 
functions shall be as follows: 

(a) to advise the ~inister concerning 
the making of orders under sub-section (2) 
of section 4, or the making of regulations 
under section 8 or in the · circumstances 
mentioned in sub-section (3) of section 9; 

(b) to advise the~inister on any ~.natter 
concerning this Law, or its application, or 
any matter relating to produce inspection 
generally. 

I 
I. 

I 
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In clause 4 (3), page C 55, it is provided that 
the Minister shall not be bound to accept 
the advice of the Board. It is true that the 
people to be appointed are supposed to be 
specialists in their own line. What I am 
saying is that we have · an efficient Civil 
Service. It is true• that during the Delumo 
Inquiry a lot of disparaging remarks were 
made. That does not mean that the standard 
of the Civil Servants dealing with this aspect 
cannot be improved when we have these 
people as paid advisers of the Government. 
They are Civil Servants receiving emoluments 
for advising the Minister in respect of these 
mattt;rs. What then, ·Sir, can be the neces­
sity, in·'these days when demands for sacrifice 
are being made, for the creation of a Board 
with a Chairman and five members with 
emoluments? Vile do not know how much 
they are going to be paid; eventually we shall 
know·; but I say that .if the Premier of the 
Region wants us, Sir,. to take him seriously, 
as he did in the past when he made the speech 
demanding austerity-well, we told him quite 
clearly that we accepted the challenge of the 
times, and we know that the vVestern Region 
is going to forge ahead. 

We shall be prepared to make sacrifices, 
but I think, Sir, that we on this side of the 
House and others on the other side of the 
House '!lhould know that in demanding 
sacrifice from the people the Government 
itself must learn to go softly with the expend­
iture of public funds. I would say that the 
Premier should consider very seriously 
whether he should turn this Board into an 
advisory council or an advisory committee 
without emoluments. That is all I am asking 
for. It will be a reasonable thing in these 
days when you are asking us to make sacrifices. 
We are prepared to make the sacrifice. The 
Premier himself _says he is prepared to ' 

· make sacrifices. The Ministers are going to 
make sacrifices; so are our ex:isting Board 
members. Why extend tl}.e number of these 

. people whose emoluments we are going to cut? 
I sincerely say that it doJ~S not make sense. 
I sincerely hope that the Minister will 
seridusly consider our suggestion. (Applause) 

Mr A. A. Adesanya (Ijebu North I): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, before going on I should 
first of all welcome the Leader of Opposition 
to this House after his brief disappearance in 
the House yesterday-(Interruptions). I do 
not intend to attack him because he is 
somebody I respect, a learned man, a Queen's 
Counsel. (Applause from the Opposition 
Benches). I respect him also, for he is 
somebody who drives sense into the heads of 

Members of the Opposition. .He ·· crossed 
ov'er froin this side, and I think it is really an 
honour on the part of the Action Group that 
somebody who crossed over from this side 
rose to be the Leader of the Opposition. 
(P1·olong_e4 .cheen from Government Benches). 
\h~ cn!ICism of the Opposition may be 
divided mto two. · 

The first one. is from the Back Benches , 
and that one IS somewhat irrelevant and 
unreasonable, . I sJ:ould say, for this reason. 
The fir~t _one IS this: that the ·power given to 
the Mimst7r of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources IS undemocr~tic. In the . same 
breath t~e .man who s~Id that it was un. 
dem~cratiC was referring to the Delumc 
Inquiry and he stated, perhaps, that it w~s 'm. 
a result of the Delumo Inquiry that this Bil 
wa~ brought to the House. That .one show~ 
9u1te clearly that the l\'Iinister of Agricultun · 
IS not somcbo?y who IS undemocratic in hi; 
ways of behavmg. ' . 

It is true that this Board should ·be ar 
a.dviso.ry Board~ and as the Leader of Opposi 
twn nghtly pomted O).It, the Minister is no 
bound to take the advice of the Advison 
Board. · The only reasonable point I see froi~ 
the , Opposition is. ~he o-?e brought by th, 
L~ader of OppositiOn hrmself. 'It is true 
Sir, that during this time of austerity th( 
Government should not appoint any othe . 
b_oard and pay that particular board. ( Opposi 
twn Jlv! ember: Then. you better come here) 
That 1s the only pornt, Sir, I see from th, 
Opposition. 

But it may well be because the Leader 0 
the Opposition does not know and I waul< 
tell him, that from this side 'of the Hm.ls< 
what we are trying to do is that we should no 
be penny wise and pound foolish . . vVe ar 
doing this so that we may -be able to sav 
mor~~spend a l?enny and save one pcn;md 
Tha~ 1s the mam reason why this Bill i 
commg up. 

But as for the other criticism that one ha 
been disposed of by the learned Gentlemar·. 
the Leader of Opposition, who always speak 
sense when he speaks over there. 1 ar. 
~efinite~y sure t~at he, ~he Leader of Opposi 
tlon, will make 1t a pomt of duty to have 
p~rliamcntary council of the . Opposition 
perhaps he would have been able to tenc, 
the_ Back Benches tpe way and manner t 
attack and criticise Bills in this House. An, 
so, Sir, I am passing to the Leader of Opposi 
tion the advice that he should try as much n 
possible to teach these Back Benches ther 
what they are to do in this House ., · 

' I 

. . __ ..._.., __ ....... ~----,--
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I rise to support this Bill. 

29TH MARCI-I, 1962 Bill-Second Reading 

.Mr Speaker: May I seize this opportun-
. ity. to remind hon. Members of Standing 

Order No. 29: "During a sitting all Members 
shall be silent or-· shall confer only in under-
. ~ones" . Thank you. · •. 

. Mr N. A. B. Kotoye: Mr Spe&ker, Sir, 
·we on this side of the House, no doubt in 
the eyes ·of the Opposition, are regarded as 
devils, 'but there is no doubt that even the 
devils do deserve their dues sometimes. 
I think thr:tt this Government deserves a 
great deal of praise from the Opposition for 
bringing this Produce Inspection Bill. Last 
·year, at a tim<: just hke this, we listened to 
very foul, scandalous and inflamatory allega- · 
tions made against the Government in regard 
to produce matters, and instead of the Opposi­
tion coming here this morning to admit · the 
falsity of the allegations which they made en 
that ·occasion, they have con'1e this morning 
to find faults in a Bill which has been brought 
about by the findings of the Inquiry. As a 
matter of fact, I th~11k that the Opposition 
ought to be a bit ashamed for in spite of their 
challenge and in . spite of tl)e Commission of 
Inquiry, the Leader of the Opposition had 
not the courage to appear before the Inquiry 
to repeat the . strong and serious allegations 
which he made on the floor "of this House. 
(Shame , shame). 

However, I am not going to dwell much 
upon that, Sir, for there is no· doubt that we 
shall still have the opportunity at a later stage · 
in this_ House to deal :with th<:; irrespqnsible 
allegatiOns made by .some Members of the 
Opposition. at the last Budget Meeting. 
_ One of the important points I wish to 
make is this: · that those who call themselves 
seasoned politicians or legislators ought not 
to find fault in the provision in a law which 
says that the Minister is not bound by the 
advice of an advisory body. (Opposition 
Benches: Why?) · After all said and done, 
the Minister of the Government has full and 
final executive responsibility for every matter 
within his portfolio. But whether it is stated 
or not, everybody who is a seasoned legislator 
or politician ought to know that whether it is 
stated ii",- black and white, every Mini'ster 
reserves to himself the right to accept whatever 
advice is give_ii to him. Without · saying . it, 
all the boards and corporations in this Region 
are under the control of the Minister who is 
answerable for that particular board in this 
Bouse. So "that whether or not this provision 
is IT).ade, ·we still know that a Minister of the 
Government has full executive responsibility 
over matters within his portfolio. . 

This Government :will cease to be the 
Governmen~ of the people if corporations can 

do things which are contrary to . Government 
po!i~y · lai~ do~nc and enunciated by , the 
M1mster 111 th1s House. And it is really 
strange . that our . friends who are . fellow . 
travellers_ ()f the Federal Minister of Finance 
who had introduced several Bills in th~ 
Federal" Parliament, pr.oviding clauses simiiar 
to this, can come to this House to pick holes 
in this simple provision. 
_ We have abo been ~reated to _ palpable 
Ignorance by one ·of the hon. Members on 
the Opposition side from the Midwest when 
he accused the Government of not providing 
a definition of what is "exportable standard". 
I would, Sir, draw the attention of the hon. 
Member, if he would care to read his Bill 
again, to page C 54, where he would see in 
Clause 2 the definition of "exportable stand­
·ard" as "a standard which is not lower than 
that prescribed for produce intended for 
export, . under the provisions of the Export 
of Nigerian Produce Act, 1958, or any other 
law". (Mr Amadasun: That is not explicit. 
It is indefinite). Yes, it is not explicit 
because the hon. Member is a simple layman, 
but those who are produce buyers, and who 
know much about ~these. matters, quite really 
understand th~ p.ro\'risions of the law. .-

Mr Speaker, Sir, -! think the Go~ernment 
deserves to be congratulated for being the 
Government of the people. It had the 
courage, when allegations were made against 
it, to appoint an open Commission of Inquiry 
presided over by a High Court Judge of this 
Region. It is really strange ·that Members 
of the Opposition, who claim to have respect 
for law, should refer to the name of a High 
Court Judge of this Region in such a' deroga- ' 
tory manner as the hon. Member from Benin 
has done in this House. · . (Shame, shame)­
(Mr Amadasun: Parliamentary privilege). 

It is really a shame that in this second half 
of the twentieth century a Nigerian should 
find it easier to pronounce an English name 
and yet find it very difficult to pronounce the 
narne of another Nigerian. (Shame, shame). 

With these few remarks, Sir, I beg to 
support this Bill. 

The Minister of Education (Dr S. D. 
Onabamiro): · Mr Speaker, I only want ·to 
make an explanation in connection with the 
criticisms made by the first two Members of 
the Opposition concerning the removal of 
the Marketing Board from the Ministry · o( 
Trade and Industry. ' (Interruptions). · 

The Premier (ChiefS. L. Akintola): I 
have delegated authority to him to speak on 
this matter. · · ' 

.. Dr Onabamiro: For a long time, 
Government has been contemplating rnaking 
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· ~idjustments to the allocation of that Board in 
relation to the two Ministries for the following 
reasqns. It is apparent 'that production and 
sales are very closely inter-related. v,;hen a 
Minister is in charge of production and 
another is in charge of sales; the two may not 
be closely integrated. (Interruptions). If 
you compare the sales of cocoa over the last 
ten years you will see that the years of great 
productivity always tally with the years of 
low prices abroad, whereas years of low 
productivity always fetch high prices abroad. 

About thirty years ago, in .. America, there 
was overproduction of wheat. Because the 
same Minister in America was in charge of 
production and sales, the Govermnent of 
America gave an order that the excess. should 
be ploughed back into the soil. The Minister 
of Agriculture in America ' is also the man in 
charge of the sale of farm products. I.t may 
well be that in years to come we may produce 
more cocoa than could be sold in one year 
and our Minister may be in a position to say 
that cocoa should not be sold abroad until 
another year when it will fetch better prices. 

' As a matter of fact, this would have been 
the case if Chief Akin Deko had not left. 
He would have been in charge of the Ministry 
of Agriculture and also ;,~ charge of the 
Marketing Board. (Inter.f,.:;.{ .;ons). The fact 
that the Minister of Tnide and Industry is a 
Midwesterner is a mere coincidence. In 
future, the Minister of Agriculture may well 
be a Midwesterner. (Interruptions). The 
Marketing Board will still remain in the 
Ministry , of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources, and I regard what the Opposition 
has said. as irrelevant. (Prolonged cheers 
from the G<?,vernment Benches). . 

Chief Adeyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
reply very briefly to the remarks made by my 
friends on ,the other side. 

For purposes of brevity, I shall reply to 
some poirits which have been made and have 
been repeated by Members for lack of under­
standing of what the former speaker had said 
on that side of the House. 

First of all, the transfer of the Marketi7lg 
Board to the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources should not create any 
doubt or any misgiving in the minds of the 
:Members of the Opposition. The Leader of 
Opposition is saying that I am nervous. 
I think if the House assumes or has cloned 
the garb of Dr Lambo he should go to Aro. 
(Interruptions). 

The point which the Members of the 
Opposition have made, I think, is a m1s-
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understanding of the functions of the Govern­
ment. The hon. Minister of Educatiori. has 
given a very, very clear explanation. I should 
like to mention what happens in other places, · 
to the Members of the Opposition. In the 
Northern Region the Marketing Board is 
under the supervision of tlie Minister of 
Economic Development; in the Eastern 
Region the Mad<eting Board is the respons­
ibility of . the Minister of Agriculture ; in 
Brazil Marketing and Sales of Produce in 
that country is under the portfolio of the 
Minister of Agriculture. Because of duplica­
tion of functions, the hon. ·Premier :P.as given 
thoughr to . this point that the Marketing 
Board should be transferred to the Minister 
of Agriculture, even before the former 
Minister of Agriculture left the Government . . 
But I believe the Premier thought that it was 
opportune, when there was a vacancy in the 
lVIinistry of Agriculture, to transfer that 
important Board to the proper place vv here 
it ought to be. 

The Member .for Benin also referred to 
the point of cancellation of licences. :~ This 
is nothing new, Mr Speaker, and 1 do npt 

. know the reason wl1y the Member for Benin 
West should get very much worried. : Before 
any licence of any licensed buying agent is 
cancelled, he must have fallen short of the 
prescribed standard given by, the Marketing 
Board, and if he has fallen short or he h~s 
violated the rules and regulations of the 
Marketing Board, a licensed buying agent 

· has the chance to appeal to the Marketing 
Board for the renewal of the licence : 

(1) He could appeal to t"he Board, 
which may consider or reject the appeal ;, 
and 

(2) he could appeal -to the Minister. 

· Mr Speake!·, Sir, I am very much surprised 
that the Members of the Opposition could 
not: understand, up till now, the reason for 
the introduction of this Bill and the reason 
for the institution of the Delumo Commission 

··of Inquiry. · 

In my opinion, there is no point in referring 
to themselves as the brain behind the institu­
tion of the Delumo Commission of Inquiry 
as the result of their. wild and unfounded 
allegation of fraud. In fact, I must explain 
that the Government had been contemplating, 
and fimilly decided, to appoint a comrpission 
of inquiry into the working of the Produce 
Section of the Ministry of Trade .and Industry 

' ever 'before the institution of the Delumo 
Inquiry. I want the Opposition Benches to 
bear this explanation in mind. Under the 
circumstances, therefo

1

re, it carries no respect 
or credit to the Opposition to expect any 
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support of their claim from this side of the 
H ouse or from the public. 
, I should like to reject the idea of the 

Opposition Chief Whip in referring to me as a 
supernatural ~inister and · in the same 
breath calling me a small Minister; perhaps 
the chief whip · is mostly interested in 
"Methusela" ~inisters. Those of us who 
are young ~inisters are carrying out our 
duties with vigour and efficiency; but some 
of you on the Opposition side of this House 
look down ori people ·w}io are ·youthful 
_Ministers. · 

H owever, the ~embers of the Opposition 
mentioned · the case of adulteration and the 
·exportable standard of cocoa. I am glad 
that the Chief Whip of this side of the House 
has explained the position in a satisfactory 
rnanner . But I should like to say one thfng, 
and that i&, that th•: quality of our produce is 
important-(Interruptions)-and is of very 
great concern to us, and if you had known 
what obtains in th<:! United States of America 
you would not quarrel at all. It is only t'o 
improve the quality of the produce of this 
counti·:;: ; ·and, secondly, we want to do so in 

. o1•der to attract higher prices in the world 
market. 

The establishment of the Board is not a 
new · thing .. ~embers do .not earn any 
honorarium: they draw mileage and sitting 
allowances. The appointment of the Board 
is . only to make the whole ·Produce Section 
become an efficient section of the present 
~inistry. (Cheers from Government Benches). 

• § 

I am surprised that the ~ember for. Benin 
· \Vest was unable .to know what is called 
"adulteration" . 1 I will now quote from the 
appropriate regulation which will clarify the 

· position _clearer to the hon. ~ember-

"Regulations made under the Produce 
Inspection Ordinance, 1950· (No. 20 of 
1950) Paragraph 3. 
In these regulations-

'adulteration' of rubber means-· the ad- -
· mixture or combination together of a 
qmtntity of rubber of exportable stan dard 
with. any of the following:-

(a) a q~antity of rubber not of export­
able standard; 

(b) any rubber which is not derived 
from the tree H evea Brasiliensis ; 

(c) any rubber which may ha"· .-en 
of exportable standard but · ·ince ' 
deteriorated and become not of export­
able standard, whether it ,, been passed 
and graded or not; · 

(d) any liquid or solid matter or solvent 
substance other than paranitrophenol or 
a prescribed coagulant, which is foreign 
or superfluous" . . 

Under the circumstances, I conclude that 
some people on the other side of . the House 
did not do their home work before coming 
to the House . · 

. Some hon. ~embers of the Opposition 
expressed doubts as to the servi<.:es renderable 
by the proposed Board and concluded that 
it would amount to time-wasting to the 
~embers. · 

In order_ to allay the 'fears of the Opposition, 
I must g1ve them the assurance that the 
~inister is not all that irresponsible. For 
this same purpose, I prefer to ·read the 
functions of the Board. 

The functions of the Board shall be as 
follows: ' 

(a) to advise the ~inister concerning 
the making of orders under sub-section (2) 
of section 4, or the making of regulations 
under section 8 or in the circumstances 
mentioned in sub-section {3) of section 9; 
......... ( OpjJosition Benches: How about 
Rewane?) ~1f!;'i~erruptions ). . · 

(b) to adv~~e the ~inister on any matter 
con~erning this' La'Y; or its application; or 
any matter relating to produce inspection 
generally. . , . 

All these clauses quoted are quite clear and 
I do not see anything bad in appointing 
people who are familiar with the business. 
~r Speaker, Sir, I think I have covered 

the points that brought much objection from 
the Opposition Benches. 

Question put and agreed to. 
Bill accordingly read a Second time and 

committed to a Committee of the whole House. 
Bill immediately considerfed in Corr'zmittee. 
(In the Committee). · / 
Clauses 1 to 27 agreed to. · 
First Schedule agreed to. 
Second Schedule agreed to; 
(Mr .Speaker resumed the Chair). 

Bill reported without amendment, read tJv 
Third time and passed. 

Sitting suspe,nded at 11.36 a.m. 
Sitting resumed at 12.30 p.m. 

THE PROVINCES AND DIVISIONS 
ESTABLISHMENT AND VARIATION 

BILL : SECOND READING 
Order for Second Reading read. 
The Premier (Chief S. L. Akintola): 

~r Speaker, Sir, I rise to move the Second 
. eading of the Bill for a Law to make prov,-
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sian for the establishment of new Provinces 
and administrative Divisions in Western 
Nigeria, for variation in the areas and bound­
aries ·of Provinces and administrative Divi­
sions and for matters connected therewith . 

-I do not imagine, Sir, that this House will 
require a very lengthy explanation of this Bill. 
In general respects, it is to give legislative 
approval to an arrangement whereby the 
Governor in Council will be empowered, as 
occasion demands, to vary administrative 
boundaries and to create such new administra­
tive boundaries and such new, administrative 
areas as may be necessary in 'the interest of 
the efficient administration of the various 
services provided for the public good. 

Hon. Members no doubt remember that 
the old administrative arrangement provided 

. for this essential need under section 4 of the 
Nigeria (Constitution) Orders in Council, 
1954-60. Under this instrutnent, power was 
vested in the Governor of the Region to 
clirect by Proclamation that the Region shall 
be divided into divisions or by units of 
administration as 'may be necessary. On the 
attainment of Independence in 1960 the old 
arrangement came to an end and the present 
Constitution of the Region made no provision 
in terms of the subject-matter with which 
the present Bill is concerned. Of course, 
the old arrangements had to go, in the first 
place, because it is clearly incompatible with 
the principles of democratic government that 
a matter of such importance should be dealt 
with in a summary fashion, as implied by 
the, making of a proclamation. Obviously, 

. the representatives of the people in 
Pf!,rliament ought to be apprised of the 
intentions ' of the Government in a matter 
such as thi's. It is clearly essential that 
machinery should exist for the proper 
organisation of the affairs of the Region in 
connection :with the grouping of the Region 
into unit9 ns mny be deemed convcni<'nt in 
regard to 'the administration of particular 
services. But, for instance, you already 
have in existence the units of administration 
of the services provided by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources, the 
Ministry. of Health and Social Welfare, the 
Ministry of Lands and Housing, and so on. 
Indeed, these arrangements are by no means 
of a static nature. 

It is our duty to examine these matters 
from time to time and to introduce such 
changes as may be necessary in the light of 
experience. In the fi.eld of local govern­
ment, for instance, we keep an eye on the 
problems and th~ need of each of these areas 

as occasion demands ; changes should be. made 
in structure and organisation in ·such "a ·way 
as to ensure maximum efficiency in the work 
which is being done. By the same token, . 
provision .ought to be made for possible 
re-organisation of the larger ·administrative 
units so that, should the need ar.ise, the 
Government could be in a position to ·re.: 
arrange matters · so as to meet any new 
problems of organisation and management. 

Perhaps for purposes of clarity, and in 
order to simplify the _issues involved, I should 
read the relevant portion from the old 
Constitution, that is, the Nigeria (<=;onstitu­
tion) Orders· in Council, 19 54-60, section 4; 
the section reads: 

''The Governor of a 'Region, acting in 
his discretion, rp.ay by proclamation pub-. 
lished in the official Gazette of the Region 
direct that that Region shall be divided 
into areas and that any such areas shal 'be 
a Division for the purpose of this Order 
or any Regulations made thereunder". · 

In other words, under the old Constitt.ttion, 
the povy-er to divide, to sub-divide, to bised, 
to dissect and to manipulate- (Applause)_:_an.y 
area in the Western Region was vested in the 
Governor acting in his discretion · alone. 
But, as this became incompatible with the 
attainment of Independence, the new 
Constitution Order in Council.does not m ake 
such a provision; in other words, by leaving it 
out expressly in the new Constitution the . 
Constitution impliedly vests in this honour-
. able House the power originally exercised 
by the Governor in his own discretion. · 
So, the purpose of this Bill is therefore to 
pass a Law which will regulate what <Jught to . 
be done when new Provinces, or new Divi-. · 
sions, or· new administrative. arrangements 
could be made in the Region. 

That is the sum total of the prov1s10n of 
this · Bill; in other words, the Bill contains 
nothing new; the only new feature of it is 
thnt, instencl of t:ht.~ power for the re-grouping 
Qf the Region being vested in the Governor 
alone acting in his own discretion, that po\ver 
will now be vested. in the Governor in 
Council, which, of course, means that the 
power is being vested . in the Government 
which is responsible to ' this · honourable 
House. Indirectly, the power is now being 
vested in this honourable House which is the 
supreme 'authority ,in Western Nigeria . . 

The idea, therefore, is not to create ar{y . 
.new Divisions at this sitting; nor does it 
imply the establishment of a new administra­
tive unit. This is only a Law which will 
give the Governor in Council power to re­
arrange matters, should the need ever arise, 
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. Hon. Members, I think I have .said en~mgh 

.to show thai: the purpose of this Bill 1s to 
ensure that a provision is available for making 
alterations in Provincial, Divisional and Locul 
man.1gement in such a way that the difficult 
task of effective administration of the services 
provided b'y the Government may be carried 
out. . I know that I can rely on the support 
of the hon. Members opposite to give this 
simple Bill the unanimous and easy passage 
which it deserves;· and may I also add that 

· if the need should ever arise to exercise 
the po::~ver contained in this Bill, that is, by 
re-grouping or by re-organising any part of 
Western Nigeria, no steps will be taken by 
the Governmei1t without adequate consultn.,. 
tion wi.th the people directly concerned. 

l\1r Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. 

Chief Ade)ri: I beg to second. 
Question proposed. 

The Minister of Local Government 
(Alh aji D.. S. Adegbenro): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, ·) .rise to support the Bill now being 
debated. (Interruptiorcs). 

I would like the han. Members on the 
either side of the House to make less noise. 

1\llr Speaker, provision h·as been made in 
the Bill that the Local Government Law, 
.Cap. 68, and also the Local Government 
Boundaries Settlement Law, Cap. 69, be 
reviewed. I wisl:'i to draw the attention of 
Memoers to the provisions ~f the Local 
Government Law, Cap. 68, sections 11, 12 
and 13. You will see exactly that boundaries 
are not adjustable within · Councils without 
certain obligatory functions. I want all to 
understand, Sir, that the intenti()n of this 
Bi.ll, as the han. Premier has said, is just to 
enable the Government, if and when the need 
arises-(Interruptions); and when that need 
does arise, Government is bound as stated in 

· the Bill not . to do anything outside the 
provisions of the Local Government Law of 

· the Region. 

And what.does the Local Government Law 
stipulate? It stipulates thqt certain things 
ought to be done; the wishes of the people 
in the ·area must be ascertained, and so on 
and so forth. It also stipulates that the 
instrument establishing these Councils cannot 
be · amend.ed either by alterations or by 
addition without . taking into account the 
wishes of the people of the area concerned. 

i\Jr ~peaker, with these few remarks .. I beg 
to. support. 

• 

" Mr G. I. Oviasu (Benin Central- West): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to oppose this Bill 
because it is illogical, anachronistic and 
undemocratic. ,The Premier in presenting 
this Bill-(Interruptions), one ·would think, 
Sir, that he is, iri the word of the psychologist, 
guilty of rationalisation. 

· The Objects and Reasons of this Bill are 
not what the Premier has given; ·they go 
further than that; and I would lilse to enlighten 
this House and trace the events that have 
brought this Bilr to this Legislature. . ' 

Mr Speaker, Sir, already in the Wes~ern 
Region-in the Midwest area-this Govem­
ment has planned and executed the plan, 
in fact to administer Warri Division from 
Ondo. ' (Shame, shame). The Warri Divi­
sion is already being administered from Ondo 
Province. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, let us take note of this 
logic: the Warri township is within Warri 
Division; Warri Township is the capital of 
the Delta Province; Warri Township is · in 
Warri Urban Area in Warri Division; Warri 
is being administered now from Ondo 
Province. Well, all other Divisions in tlie 
Delta Province used to be administered from 
Warri Division; .in other words, it stands to 
reason, Mr Speaker, -Sir, and this will expand .· 
the logic of the hon. Premier, that the whole 
of the Delta Province shall be administered 
from Ondo Province; or, in short, that the 
whole of the Delta Province becomes a part 
of Ondo Province. (Interruptions). But 
wherein lies the administrative convenience 
of administering Warri Division from Ondo 
Province? This is very bad; not only that, . 
Sir· the Akoko Edo which they have now 
cha~ged to _Akoko Oke, owing· to political 
spite, is being administered from Ado Ekiti. 
(Shame, shame): Wherein !i~s t~e admin­
istrative convemence of admmtstenng' Akoko 
Edo-I will not call it Akoko Oke-from Ado 
Ekiti? Well, these steps have been taken, 
Sir, without consultation with the people. 
These steps by the Government-by the 
Premier and his Government-have ·been 
taken without consultation with the people, 
and I submit, Sir, that that is very undemocra:.. 
tic indeed. 'The people of Warri have not 
been consulted and they do not ·like being 
administered · from Ondo Province. · The 
people in Akoko Edo have not been consulted 
and they do not like being administered from 
Ado-Ekiti. Well, Sir, these are clever 
manoeuvres-clever manipulations-to thwart 
the purpose of the creation of the Midwest 
State; nothing more, nothing less! It beats . 
my imagination, Sir, th~t a . perso~. :. .<?t 
Chief S. L. Akintola's calibre, who is trained· 
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(MR 0VIASU] 
in law should allow his sense of justice to be ' . . . 
so blurred and abused; it beats my 1magmat10n 
that the hon. Premier, who claims to be the 
first man in this Region- a champion of· 
democracy-should commit such a rape on 
democracy. Did he consult the people? 
No, he didn't. This is an insult to the people 

Government from taking sides where there 
are boundary disputes between two divisions? 
At present, boundary . disputes have been .. 
resolved in co).lrts, and I must say that the 
courts have .been trying to do their best in 
resolving the boundary dispptes which have 
resulted so far. 

of the Midwest. This is done to frustrate 
the creation of the Midwest State. The 
events in the Federal House have overtaken 
this. (Applause). A Motion has been moved 
and passed in the Federal Hous~ that ~ fo~rth 
Region shall be created to cons1st terntonally 
of Delta Province, including Warri Division 
and Ijaw Di~~sion and Benin Province, 
including Akol~o Division. 

The Midwest State is already in sight. It 
is given on a platter of gold. Very soon th~t 
Region will be created. (Interruptions). Th1s 
Bill, as I observe, is undemocratic and useless. 
It is not necessary to change our boundaries . 
. Mr Speaker, Sir, 'I opp~se ·the Bill. 

Mr B. Olowofoyeku (Ilesha Urban 
West): Mr Speaker,. Sir, the purpose of this 
Bm, as declared by the hon. Premier, seems -,_ 
good on the surface. We alL.agreed ' that we 
should move forward wit~\·, ~,._:;ogress in our 
political evolution. In the-' past it has been 
conceded to the Governor te-.make proclama­
tions in respect of administrative boundaries, 
but, under this Bill, this power is conferred 
on the Governor in Council. 

This is not democratic enough because, if 
you give this big power to the Governor in 
Council, the activities of the Governor in 
Council in this respect will not be subject to 
any debate · in this House. -And, apart from 
the fears which have been expressed by the 
last speaker on this side of the House, that is 
the fear in respect of the Midwest, there is 
another fear. In fact, I think we are fortunate 
that the Midwest Moticm has been passed 
in the terms in · which it was ·passed 
because it definitely made provision for 
the incorporation of Warri and Alwlw-Edo 
in the propose,d new State. 

Apart from that, Mr Speaker, there is no 
doubt that the present divisional boundaries 
are more or less co-terminal with the bound­
aries between the sub-ethnic groups in the 
Western Region. For instance, Ijesha Divi­
sion is inhabited by Ijesha people alone; Ife 
Division is inhabited by Ifcs and Ill as; but in 
most cases, political boundary divisions are 
just a limit of the territorial area for a certain 
group of people. If it is given to the Governor 
_in . Council to manipulate these boundaries 
·at. its discretion, then what is going to prevent 

The as~urance ~vhich we v~ould -like to hav~ 
from Government on this issue is not only 
that people will be consulted: we want to 
have an assurance that the territorial area of 
one Division will not be sliced off and given 
to another division. We would like to be 
assured that Government will not take sides 
in .the existing boundary disputes between 
one Division and the other. If these 
assurances are given by Government, the . 
evil which is related in the Bill will not be as 
serious as we first thought. (Applause). 

. . . 
Mr Speaker, Sir, there is no doubt that 

there is a lot of trouble related to this Bill. 
We would like a definite assurance from the 
Premier that he will not allow his Governrr:ent 
to take sides in political boundary ciisputes . 

Mr F. H. Utomi rose. (Interruptions) .. 
Mr Speaker: Order! Order! 

Mr J. 0. Awopeju: There is a stranger 
nearby without a constituency. (Inte:rrup­
tions). 

Mr Speaker: Order! Order! 
Chief Ighodaro: It is. the · Memh~r 

from Asaba. 

Mr Utomi: Mr Speaker, Sir, we in· the 
Midwest are directly affected by this Bill. 
We pray that every Member from the Mid>v-est 
will be allowed to talk o.n this Bill. 

We know our Government-the Western 
Region Goven1ment. It is a Government 
already known locally and . throughout the 
-..yhole world as qualified in criminal <;levices. 

Mr Speaker: This is not parliam entary 
enough. I would like you to vyithdraw your 
statement. 

-. ,· I 

Mr Utomi: I withdraw. (Shouts of 
"Shame! shame!" from Government B enches). 

There is no doubt that this Bill is a pill 
of . bitterness. It is to frustrate the people 
from the Midwest and we have our brothers 
from the other side of the House from various 
places in the Midwest who have not been 
able to see anything wrong in this Bill! 

Mr Speaker, Sir, not quite three ·weeks 
ago, only to please themselves, a part of the 
Midwest, the capital of the Midwest, is being 
contemplated to be removed all , the way to 
Ondo, which means that Warri people ·have 
to travel through Sapele, Benin . If on etc .. 

' - . 
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[MR. UTOMI] ' 

and go all the way to Ondo. We do not see 
tb_e wisdom in this. At the same time, we 

1 are-told that our own brothers who· are being 
seized from us frorn Akoko-Edo will be ruled 
from Ado-Ekiti. 

It is unfortunate. We know very well that 
" 'hatever. we have from the Western Govem­
rnent is a Greek gift. This Bill is a device 
designed to cause trouble in the Midwest. 
It is a scheme devised· to cause trouble in 
the Midwest. They want to set the people 
in the Midwest against one another. They 
want to bring boundary disputes bet\\'een 
one Division and another, and between one 
District and the other, particularly at this 
time when :we are to come together to fight 
our common problem. 

Mr Speaker: How do you lmo;.v that 
~hat is what the Governm.ent is going to do? 

Mr Utomi: I am warning Government 
not to cause. trouble. Already we know that 
they have the power of life and death. 
The people. may not be consulted. Is that 
democracy? Democracy in the Western 
Region is destroyed. To consult the people 
is .worthwhile but, now, Gov_ernment will be 
empowered to divide provmces without 
consulting the people. 

Already in the Midwest, we know their 
intentions ve1~y well. . I refer you to Chapter 
3 (1) of the Bill which states: "The Governor 
in Council may, for administrative or other 
purposes and in such manner as may appear 
to him· expedient, by order establish pro­
vinces by dividing the Region il'ito areas 
accordingly", etc., etc. (Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: Orde~! order! , 

Mr Utomi: Already in the Midwest, we 
know their inten'tions. If you read Chapter 
3 (1) of the Bill you will see that the Governor 
in Council . may for administrative or other 
purposes and in such manner as may appear 
to him expedient, by Order-

(a) establish provin.ces by dividing ·the 
Region into areas accordingly. 

(b) establish a new province out of the 
area of one or more existing provinces; 

(c) establish a new division out of the 
area of one or more existing divisions; 

(d) alter the boundaries .within the 
Region of any province or division; 

r e) transfer anv · province or division or 
part of the area of any province or division 
to form oart of anv province or division; 
·. (f) define the boundariP.s within the 
Region of anv province or division; 
· (.l!) desi~ate the name or title .by which 
any province or division shall be known. 

It is only because the Midwest is coming off 
that you have to rush such a destructive Bill, 
only to cause trouble and disorder and to 
incite the people against themselves .. We 
know them very well. ]'hey are very clever in 
such actions, and we know very well what 
their intention ·is in· giving implementrltion to 
this Law within ·the Midwest and within 

. the Region. . · 

When we met in the Western House of 
Assembly in 1953, when we sought for a new 
province in the Midwest-the Western Ibo 
province-it was unanimously approved in 
this House, i,n this very same House. They 
went home to Asaba Division and. set head 
against head. It was approved in this very 
House. It was to stop the creation of this 
province that they set the people of Aboh 
Division against the people of As'aba Division, 
and now when we are getting our Midwest, 
when we want to work together as ·a team; 
they want· to set the people at home against 
eac!1 other. I still say that it is a piece . of 
muddle. It is a catalogue of barbarity. 

Mr President, i oppose the Bill. 

The Premier: May I express ··my 
gratitude to aU those who have .contributed to 
this debate. It has been made extremely 
llvely indeed. To · me it appeared a very 
innocuous Bill, but I feel that my good 
Friend frr.~saba has clothed the Bill with 
the imm~a:htte whiteness of his own logic. 
Unfortunately it is. no logic that appears so 
transparent. There is nothing behind it. 
The Bill does not intend to create any new 
administrative units now, and the Bill does 
not seek in any way to amend the existing 
administrative divisions in the Midwest or · 
in any other place. The objects of the Bill 
arc clearly stated, and I have already made it 
clear that the Bill contains nothing new, 
excepting that the power exercised by the 
Governor in his own absolute · discretion will 
now be exercised b'y the Governor in Council, 
i.e., by the Cabinet, which is responsible to 
this side of the House and to this honourable 
House, and you have the right to · question 
the conduct of the activities of the Cabinet 
in respect of any matter-whatsoever. There­
fore, whether you are a member from the 
Government side or the Opposition, ' the 
Cabinet of Western ~geria - b respon~ible 
to you, and all we seek to do is to transfer 
that power and have it vested in. the Governor 
in Council; and, of course, that meahs all . 
sides of this honourable House. What is to 
be quarrelled with in that? 

A · reference has been made to the admin­
istrative arrangement in certain parts of the 

' 
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[THE PREMIER] 

Region. If it is the question of making 
administrative arrangements, it is not neces­
sary to pass a Law. In any event, this Law 
does not have exclusive application to the 
Midwest. It is a Law intended to operate 
throughout the whole of Western Nigeria. 

· · ~The honourable Member from Ilesl1a n1ade 
a .very, very important thought-provoking 
point. He said he would like an assurance 
that the provisions of this Law would not be 
invoked in order that the Government might 
take sides in · disputes' between any two 
administrative communities. I unequi­
vocally give that assurance here. (Applause). 
We will never use this Law in ·order to take 
sides in any boundary disputes between any 
two Divisions in the Region. It must be 
clearly understood that on this side of the 

\ ljouse there is hardly any Division in Western 
Nigeria which is not represented, and I am sure 
that our members, no less than .the members 
of a city, are patriotic enough not to allow 
this law to be moved to the detriment of their 
own people. 

I kriow, some people who do not care a 
hoot whether their father's" house is divid~,;d 
and sub-divided and a part of it transferred 
. to strangers. _· There ·are such people in 
Wes-tern Nigeria, but they are not in this 
side of the House. (Loud applause). 

I ass~re you we will never take sides. 
The duty of the Government is to make 
peace . atnong the various communities in 
Weste'rn Nigeria. Where we observe that 
tension is very high, ours is to try to find 
_ways and means of pouring oil on troubled 
waters. 

. On the second point, · this Bill is not 
designed to be used exclusively in the Mid­
west. It is a law which will apply throughout 
the whole of Western Nigeria as and when 
the need arises. I do not therefore see- any 
reason why members. from the Midwest or 
from anywhere else should be··so suspicious 
·of its motives. 

:. Now, we were accused of ruling places 
in t'he Midwest from Ondo or ruling one 
place from another. I think that Members 
are conversant with the effects of the laws 
that. they passed here. In Ibadan here 
today, I mean, · speaking o£ Ibadan, the 
power to administer Ibadan city is vested 
by Law in the · Ibadan District Council 

. and . it cannot _be imagined that the city of 
Jbadan can be administered from Benin. 
~very local government council is responsible 
for 'the administration of its own area, and 
~h~ . fact th_at . you have one administrative 

officer or a Local Government Adviser 
coming in only . to ask what is . happening 
does not mean . that a place is being ruled 
from a distance. You must .be conscious 
of the power vested in you and ·vested in 
your own Local Authority. Each Local 
Authority is responsible for the administ:i:'atio'n 
of its own area, and . the idea of somebody 
administering a place from a distance docs 
not arise. 

May I appeal to you once more that as demo­
crats. as my Friend the hon. Member for Ilesha 
has pointed out, this Bill is in keeping with 
the spirit of the Constitution. This Bill is 
the only Bill that will show the present status · 

·of the country. The alternative will be for 
us to go back and vest the power which we . 
seek now to invest in the Governor in Council, 
in one and only one person. Do ypu wish 
for that retrograde step? 

Finally, Sir, a · good de~l of protest was 
made in an irrelevant manner to the creation 
of the Midwest State and somebody got up 
in a spirit of jubilation to say that the Motion 
had been passed in the Federal House, the 
Federal House which is notorious for 
perpetual error. · (Loud applausr:). May 1 
·finally suggest that nobody, no sensible man 
opposite me, should rejoice at this stage . 

Mr Speaker: . I notice that ti-iose . wl;o 
are in the gallery are trying to laugh along 
with the Members of the House. This is 
disallowed please. 

The Premier: May I say that as far as 
the Midwest Motion is concerned, it · is too 
early to jubilate. That Motion was there 

· before, and it was discovered that a mistake 
had been made, and they started all over again. 
There is such a thing in Mathematics known 
a's a recurring decimal. (Prolonged applause). 
The secret of all our moves about the Midwest, 
the tactics of the past, the tactics of the future, 
are concealed by us here. (Applause). 

Question put and agreed to. 
Bill accordingly read the Second time and 

committed to a Committee of the ·whole }louse. 
Bill immediately considered in C,ommitfee. 
(In the_Committee). 
Clauses 1 to 2 agreed to. 
Clause 3. 

Mr Amadasun: Mr Chairman, Sir, in 
this very clause, I have the following amend­
ments to · make-After the word "provinces" 
occurring in sub-clause 1 (b),.- insert "after . · 
enquiry has been inade". 

Mr Chairman, Sir, when the hon: Premier 
of the Western Region was making his speech 
on this Bill, I wasn't given an opportunity 

-----·---~· -----.!....~---
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to take part in ·the debate. The Premier 
p romised · that the people connected with 
the area must be consulted. So that, after 
due· enquiry has been made in accordance 
with this amendment, we will then take the 
Premier of the Western Region seriously in 
all that he has explained when the Bill was 
being debated this morning. 

Am(fndment put and negatived. 

Mr Amadasun: The amendment I want 
to make in sub-clause 1 (e) · is that after the 
word "transfer" we should insert the words 
"the people of". Mr Chairman, I want this 
expression to be inserted in order that the 
Premier might prove to this House the 
sincerity of his explanation. 

Mr D. E. Okumagba (Warri East): Mr 
Chairman, I rise to second the Amendment. 
T11e Premier assured us that before the Bill is 
applied to ahy area there would be mutual 
consultation. As far as \¥ arri Division is 
concerned, whenever there is going to be any 
consultation, the matter· should be made 
public. 

We represent the people of Warri Division. 
My Party controls the majority in the Divi­
sion. Our only representative in the House 
of Representative$ is · a . memb~r of the 

.NCNC. 

Mr · Spealter: Will the hon. Member 
please keep within the limit of the amendment. 

Mr Okumagba: Before the Bill is applied 
the hon. Premier should see to it that the 
desired 'consultation is made public, especially 
in 'N arri Division, because we know we 
control the majority there: There are three 
legislative seats. We have two and the other 
party one; so we are the people to speak for 
Warri Division. · 

. The P remier: I oppose the amendment 
becat~_se it is superfluous, and therefore un-

. nec'essary. It is unnecessary because, before 
any Government, any responsible Govern­
ment, dabbles in matters like administrative 
re:.arrangements, there would normally be 
consultation with all concerned. Secondly, 
the hon. Minister of Local Government has 
assured you that in the Local Government 
Law, the provision you are now referring to is 
already there. So you cannot transfer one 
area to. another, or just arbitrarily decide on 
a re-arrangement of local administration in 
any area "without adequate consultation. 
That 1 am sure will always be made. It is 
mt . necessary to overburden the Bill with 
unnece.ssary recitations. I say it is absolutely 
1111necessary. 

My hon. Friend the Member for Warri 
said he and his colleagues, because tf1ey are 
more, numerically, than my representatives · 
there, are the people competent to speak for 
Warri. ( QjJposition: Yes, that is democracy). 
Things that are rare and expen!:live are not 
jqdged by their weights, and I am sure if 
votes were weighed and not counted, we 
control Warri. (Laughter). If you want to 
know, I am sure here that my hon, Minister 
of Education-one Minister of Education 
here- will be equal to ten Amadasuns. 
(Laughter). 

Amendment put and negatived. 

Mr Amadasun: In sub-clause 1 . (e), 
line 2, delete "form part of" and insert the 
word "other" between the words "any" and 
"province". The amendment should read: 

"transfer any province or division or any · 
part of the area of any province or division 
to any other prov~nce or division." 

It appears that the Western Region Govern­
ment wants to do an impossible thing, that 
is, to transfer an area or land to another area 
or take part of one province' to another 
province. This is above human nature. 
If the people in an area are dissatisfied and 
want another province, they rp.ay migrate. 
Some people migrated to Ilorin, ·and some 
tribes from Egypt. This ainendment ' is 
important. · People who like · may migrate 
into Ondo or Warri if they are dissatisfied . . 

The Premier: I oppose the amendment 
suggested by the Membe:r for Beniri City. 
It is better to transfer an area than to transfer 
a person. Anybody may be wherever he 
wants. Transfer of people is against our 
Constitution. . We cannot transfel2~>QU to 
anywhere, because we .have greate}.:~~~espect 
for human beings. That is why we ask for 
the transfer of areas, and not of people, after 
consultation . 

Mr R. A. Akinyemi: You said it _is 
inhuman to transfer people, but you exiled 
the Alafin of Oyo, the late Alhaji Adeniran. 

The Premier: -In saying that it . is 
inhuman to transfer human beings to 
anywhere, I do not mean when an error has 
been committed. 

Amendment jJut and negatived. 

Mr Amadasun: We are not going home 
till the 29th of April. Do not be in a hurry. 

I move that Clause 31 (9) be deleted 

entirely, because I am a person who does 
not want any province or any division to be 
named after certain personalities. The 
Premier 'of W.. estern Nigeria, if this cl!J.use is 

. I . . 
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not deleted, will name a province after his 
own name. · In some parts of the Federation, 
some provinces · are named. after some 
personalities because of their cultural nature. 
I ~herefore suggest that this clause be deleted. 

Mr F. 0. Osuhor (Asaba South-West): 
Whe!l I n,rst read through this Bill, I thought 
I would see. the signature of the Minister of 
Local Government under it. I am surprised 
that the signature of the Premie1' appears at 
the end of the Bill. It will cause confusion 
among our people if, tomorrow, Benin 
Province becomes "Akintola Province" and 
Warrior Delta becomes "A\volowo Provinct:", 
or this or that province is named after this or 
that man. 
· The Premier: May I oppose this 
Amendment which is one of the most 
difficult amendments I have ever seen. 
Although the Governor in Council is given 
the power to create a province, when it comes 

, to what name a particular province will bear 
it must be borne in mind that the background 
of the people and their traditional position 
have to be .respected; otherwise no such 
province will have the· support of the people 
of the area. There was only the Oyo 
Province before, but later on, the province 
was divided into two-Oyo Province and 
· Ibadan Province. If the Government has 
power to create a province, it does not have 
power to give it a name. 

• Someone suggested that the .. new province 
might be called Akintola Province. Even 
our Opposition will admit that our ambition 
is 1'10t for such purposes. Port Harcourt, 
Enugu, have names given to them: If a 

, local council which constructs . a road can be 
given the right to give the road a ·name, 
what· about the Government of this Region? 
(Interruptions.) Honestly I have found names 
of Members on both sides given to important 
streets in the Region, and I do not regret it 
at all. New roacls arc being built ancl names 
of many of you will still be there. There is 
Osadebay Road. (Interruptions.) I am sorry 
some of them (pointing to Opposition Mem­
bers) will go back to the school for local 
geography. (Laughter.) 

May I say that there is no danger of any 
·new province or any Division being given a 
name which will not be compatible with the 
historical background · and the wishes· of the 
people directly concerned. 

Amendment put and negatived . 

Mr A. E. E~ Atohengbe (Benin North­
East): I move that clause 3 (1) (a) be 
'deleted entirely. 

Government Bench: The Chairman 
has not called you. 

Mr Atohengbe: We were happy when 
the Prem.ier, in moving the Motion, referred 
us to the 1954-60 Orders in Council. We 
wanted to be referred to the present N igerin 
Constitution. (Interruptions.) 

Mr Chairman: The hon. Member has 
my permission. (Applause.) · 

Mr Atohengbe: Mr Chairn1an, Sir, I 
am moving an amendment that clause 1 (a) 
be deleted entirely, because that clause 
empowers the Gqvernor to act as in the terms 

.. of the Bill, whereas the Constitution Order 
in Council which so empowered the Governor 
was an outdated one. · 

Amendment put and negatived. (Uproar.) 
Clauses 3 and 4 agreed to .. 
(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair.) 
Bill reported without amendments, read the 

Third time and pa:~sed. 

THE WESTERN REGION HOUSING 
, CORPORATION (AMENDMENT) BILL 

SECOND READING 

Order for Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Lands and Housing 
(Chief J. 0. Adigun): Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
beg to move that the Western Region Housing 
Corporation (Amendment) Bill be now read 
a Second time. 

In moving the Second Reading of the Bill 
to amend the Western Region Housing 

.. Corporati-on Law, I · like to call Members' .. 
attention to the objects and 'reasons for the 
amendments as published · with . the Bill. 
The Housing Corporation has assumed · a 
greater measul'e of responsibilities since its 
int;'eption and it is Government's wish to 
still widen its scope of activities and- expand 
its area of influence. It is to cope with this 
great expansion that Government novv pro­
poses to make provision for Executive 
Directors ;to assist the Chairinan of the · 
Corporation in discharging his onerou,s duties. 
Opportunity is also being taken to bring the 
definition of "the Minister" in section 2 
of the law up to·date. 

Also in the amending Bill, provlSlon is 
being made for the extension of the period 
within which the Corporation should make, 
its Annual Report to the Minister, from 
three months to six months after the end of 
each financial year . . The purpose in this qase · 
is to ·allow more time for the auditinif of the 
accounts of the Corporation. These amend­
ments are non-controversial. 

., 



Housing Corporation (Amdt) 

Mr Speaker, I beg to move. 
The Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry 

of Agriculture and Natural Resources 
(Alhadji Z. A. Opaleye): I rise to second. 

Question proposed. 

Mr A. T."Rerri (Urhobo West I}: Mr 
·Speaker, Sir, I thank you for allowing me to 
' speak on this Bill. The idea behind ?-ll 
moves by the \¥est Regional Governn1ent 
should fall in line with the proposed measures 
announced by His Excellency yesterday, 
namely, that of prosperity through austerity, 
or vice versa. 

\ 

It appears that it is felt that the present 
Chairman of the I-Iousir..g Corporation is 
having too much \vork in hand and that he 
needs a helper to assist him; but I hold it 
very strongly that the idea of two Executive 
Directors to help a man who nas been doing 
the job singly is extravagant, and particularly 
at this age of aust.erity. 

Another reason why I am opposing the 
Bill is that I would want the hon. Minister of­
Lands and Housing to e;xplain to' ,the House 
why a job that can be done by four people 
should be done by six. I think that in view 
of the austerity ineasures which we are 
trying to promote in the Region and for which 
all the Members of the House are so happy, 
including the Premier of the Region, one 
would have thought a maximum of four 

. people should . be the number required by 
the Corporation; the relevant section of the 
Bill should not read "between four and six". 

Well, Mr Speaker, Sir, the Bill is a very 
short one and I would like to warn the 
Western Region . Government about one 
thing. .It is good telling ' this honourable 
House one thing, and broadcasting the same 
over the Press and the Radio. (Interruptions). 
I am referring to the austerity measures 
announced by the Government. Now if the 
austerity measures are to have · their full and 
n1axirtmm effect, the Government should be 

·warned against introducing matters which 
will involve it in e·xtra expenditme. The 
point I am trying to raise is that if Executive 
Directors . must be appointed, they must not 
be more than one. If other members of 

. the Corporation should be named they 
should not be more than four. . 

One ·other point · in the ·Bill.. ....... (inter­
ruptions'). ·' I have the protection of Mr 
.Speaker. Well, it is our duty as the Opposi­
tion to criticise constructively. I beg to 

. oppose the provision of the Bill as it now 
stands. 

Bili-Second Reading 

Mr Amadasun: Mr Speaker, Sir, in accord­
ance with what the last speaker has said, the Bill 
is not highly controversial. vVe all know the 
importance of the Housing Corporation of the 
vVestern Region Government. The activities 
of this Corporation have been feh principally 
in two parts of the Region, the lkeja Housing 
Estate and the Bodija Housing Estate. I had 
the fortune 'to visit the Bodija Housing Estate 
during the-last Parliamentary Session. ·What 
I want to say in connection with this is that 
I do not sec any reason why the activities of 
this Housing Corporation have not been 
extended to the Midwest area. (Government ·. 
Bench: Sapele.) It is very easy to say that 
there is provision to establish this and that 
(Interruption). Judging from the benevolent 
activities of this Corporation, by now one 
estate should have been established in the 
Midwest area. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the appo~ntment of two 
Executive Directors, as has been pointed out 
by the · last speaker, goes against the spirit 
and principles of the austerity measures. · 
The appointment of two Directors goes 'to 
prove that the present Chairman of the 
Corporation has not been able to discharge 
his duties efficiently; but from what I know 
the -· present .Chairman ,is one of . the bes~ 
brains in the Western Region and has been 
doing his work efficiently. (Applause). What 
is the necessity then of appointing two 
Directors? Maybe it is necessary to appoint 
two Directors in order to give jobs to some 
supporters of the Action Group. 

I beg to oppose the Bill. 

Mr Fani-Kayode: Mr Speaker, I am 
surprised to hear that the Western Region 
Government is going to appoint two Executive 
Directors to assist the Chairman of the ­
Housing Corporation. The Premier of the· 
Region gave us the assurance that public 
money will not be expended in unnecessary 
fields. I' shall not be tired of crying because 
if they w 11 cut my salary cut the r own · 
salary, and cut the alary of all of us, we 
must be assured that these sacrifices ·are 
going in the correct direction. It is my 
opinion that the funds of he Housing Corpo­
ration are very low. I am making that state­
ment with. all sense of responsibility, because 
the source of my information is such that it has 
<1lways been correct in the p2st. Whether the 
Housing Corporation has money or' not is still 
even a side i~sue . There is no need appoint­
ing- two Executive Directors 'if YOU are going 
to be democratic. !therefore oppose the Bill, 
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unless, Sir, the hon. Minister can show -US 

~ quite clearly the necessity· for these two extra 
Executive Directors. vVhat are they supposed 
to do? If he can show us, then we can 
understand. Believe me, Sir, at this stage 
of our development,' it is sheer bad politics, 
in the first instance, because the public 
.would like to see some form of austerity, 

. ·and, secondly, it is even bad financial control 
of public funds. 

We have seen, and I am sure the hon. 
Minister of Justice and Attorney-General 
will bear me out, Executive Directors in the 
:Western Nigeria Development Corporation. 
What do they do? Nothing. (Government 
Benches: They do many things). Well, 
sometimes. l\1r Speaker, they do work 
sometimes. We have got to a stage now 
when all these superfluous posts are 
completely be~ten out from the face of our 
legislation. I am sure, Sir, that hon . . of two 

1ted :out 
le spirit 
leasures. 
·goj!s ,to 

• Members in this House, both on this side of 
. t:..:• .th.e Ho~se an~ on the other side, ~ill be~r 

· · w1th me that 1f we really mean busmess, 1f 
we really mean to use public funds for 
progressive measures, we . have to think 
twice before creating these posts. 

of the 
Hscharge ' 
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, Some people who hold · these posts today 
• are redundant. We have managers and 

chairmen of certain corporations that should 
have been shot at sight (The Premier: Shot!) 
Yes. Shot dead. I must not mention 
names, because they cannot defend themselves 
in this House. I am not here to mention 
anybody's name. But I think that the best 
any chairman or some executive directors can 
do is to commit suicide; the best they can do 
for this country and for this Region, if they 

· cannot resign, is to commit suicide. 
More so, Sir, the hon. Premier will come 

· before us again and ask for the creation of two 
more posts. I am hoping, sir, that the hon. 
Minister will .think twice about these proposed 
appointments or take us· into confidence in 
this .. House and tell us how much they intend 
to pay them. 

1g that state­
ility, because 
tch that it has ! 

Whether the · 
or not is . still. 

1eed appoint­
.·ou are going 
,p·ose th~ Bill, 

We hppe, . Sir, if they have made up th~ir 
minds that they are going to spend money pn 
these Executive Directors, how much they are 
going to pay them. Is it going to be free? 
. I am saying, Sir, that it is about time that 
: these non-austere measures should have 
been withdrawn from the face of this House 
and I am hoping that the hon. Premier will 

. get up before long and tell the whole House 
·tp:at ·he will think twice about the new 
·appointees as shown on this Bill. · 

'· 
· Lastly, about the period of 180 days to pre-
pare the financial report. I can quite understand 

that the financial ramifications of the present · 
government party, either initiated by thi:> 
Government or inherited from their pre- · 
decessors, are so vast that they need more 
than 180 days to bring 9ut any account that 
we have found very great difficulty in·· lib.~ ' 
ravelling. I am saying that the financial 
position of this Region today is so complicated 
that they do not even need only 180 days 
but three years. . · 

As I was saying, Sir, that the financial 
jobbery, the ramifications, borro\vings, !end­
ings, withdrawals, paying-back will take a 
genius to unravel. And no '\VOnder they ·need 
180 days to prepare the auditors' report ! 
We can't stop them; even if they do not give 
us a report. What can we do? But . I am 
sure, Sir, that the country and posterity. will 
one day call on them to give an account of 
all these monies. . (Government Benches: 
Nozv). Not yet, Sir. There is plenty of time. 

ChiefS. 0. Ighodaro: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I did not intend to say a word but I have 
beenprovoked by the Leader _of Opposition. 

Mr Fani-Kayode! I must withdraw one 
· statement. When he was Executive Director, 

he was very good. · . 

The Premier: May I add, ' Sir, · that 
. when we were all together, we appointed all 

the sinners of today. (Prolonged laughter 
from both sides of the House). 

Chief Ighodaro: . I would like seriously 
to speak on one or tw'o points. 

I do not consider, seriously speaking, that 
these appointments will be redundant, Sir. 
These Executive Directors and ·Chairmen 
of CorporatiOJ;l.S, a·re men of good substance, . 
men of great talent and ability, and they are 
able to do their work efficiently. I know 
there is not such p:ublicity given to their 
work, Gut they do quite a lot of solid work. 
I can say, for example, that there is an 
Executive Director that is in control of the 
Plastic Factory, the Nigersol Development" 
Corporation, the Water Resources Corpora­
tion, ditto Nigerian Cement Limited .project, 
and-so many like that; and many bf these are 
very complicated. The Leader -of Opposi­
.tion, and a learned lawyer, would know that . 
several of these are-complicated issues . . You 
have got to go to their meetings; you have 
got to study . many of these papers, usually 
very complicated; you have got to ·visit the 
projects and · examine them; because what 
you read on paper does not take any substance. 

i think it is ce.rtainly -unfair for a man of the 
reputation of the Leader of Opposition. to . 
speak ·of the Directors and Chairmen in a · 
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1·ather derogatory way m which he has 
spoken. I mean . that to talk of certain 
Directors going to commit suicide is most 
undesirable and is very unfair; because they 
are not here ·· to defend themselves in any 
way. 

As for the Housing Corporation, I should 
like to appeal to the hon. Member, Sir, that 
it is an ·expimding corporation. It is one of 
the most popular of the corporations here and 
the Government is thinking of expanding it 
very soon. And not only that; Government 
too is thinking of transferring several proper­
ties and things to the Housing Corporation 
so that the benefits can spread · wider 
than now. And if you are going to do 'that, 
you heed more hands to help the chairman of 

. th is corporation and whatever you pay him 

. by :<,way of salary would certainly mean that 
I more pr()fitS Will aCCrue tO the COrporation, 

lVIr Speaker, Sir, because of austerity we 
·should not think that these members are 
red.undant. After all, whatever members 
are appointed, they would have to suffer the 
same austerity measures. -· It is not so much 

· because of that, but that by their appointment 
more substantial , results would cortle to this 
RegioJl, and I think, Sir, that they should be a 
little more generous in their 'views of the 
chairmen and the executive directors. 

Ch ief Adigun: Mr ·Speaker, Sir, some 
important points have been raised and the 
hon. Attorney-General has cleared some of 
them. But I should like to add to what he 
has said about the number or'executive direct· 
ors. It is not Goverrunent's intention to 
appoint these two directors at once. They 

- will be appointed as and when the need arises 
· and, maybe, the need 1nay not arise. (Shouts 

of " why, why" from Opposition Benches). 
If the provision made for it in the Law is not 
made; it will-be impossible for Government 
to make such an appointment. 

The hon. M ember for U rhobo mentioned 
that we should limit the number of members 
on the Board. May I draw his att~ntion to 
the fact .. ...... . (Interruptions). · 

M r Speaker, Sir, I was saying that the 
hon. · Member for Urhobo suggested ·that 
we limit the number of members of the 
corporations to four and not six. I should 
like · to draw his · attention to the provisions 
made under the original law itself . . We only 
repeat what is in the original law. The 

·.provision there is: ."Not less than four or 
more t han six members· will be appointed." 
T here is l).othing new in this. The only 
thing there is the provision of Executive 

Directors, but these Executive Directors 
w?uld be appointed as and when the· need 
anses. 

On the accounts of the corporation, I 
should like to assure hon. Members opposite 
that what we are doing is nothing new at all. 
It is experience that has taught us that it 
does not pay to have this provision of three 
months ~\s we have in the . original law. 
In _the laws for the other corporations, they 
are expected to ,submit their reports within 
six months and we thought we should bring 
this in line with the provisions in the other 
laws; so that it is nothing strange at all. As 
a matter of fact, experience has shown that 
it is not possible for the auditors to complete 
auditing the accounts y.rithin this period. 
Auditing of accounts is very technical !;lnd 
the auditors must be very careful if they 
must produce very accurate report. · 

The Leader' of Qpposition mentioned that. 
he has had information that the funds of the 
corporations . are very low. Well, this is 
not to my knowledge. All I know is that 
Government is planning to expand these 
corporations. It may well b_e that this part 
of the development plan which is being 
considered may bring in other partners, 
facilitate the getting of loans from foreign • 
countries, and enable us to· have elaborate 
schemes of expansion in the different parts 
of the Region; and we thought, perhaps, 
that if we are going to make provision for 
this expansion, we must have Ex:ccutive 
Directors to" assist the chairmen ot 'these 
corporations .. 

Mr .Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. 
Question put and a[:reed to. 
Bill accordingly read a Second time and 

committed t'J a Committee of the whole House:· 
Bill immediately considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee). . 
Clauses 1 to 4 agreed to. 
(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair). 
Bill reported zvithout amendment, read the 

Third time and passed. 

SJ,>EECH FROM THE THRONE 
Motion for an Address 

Adjourned debate on Question (28th March).; 

"That an · humble Address be pres~nted 
to His Excellency the Governor in the 
following terms:-

This House expresses its loyal and 
dutiful thanks to Your Excellency for the 
most gracious Speech addressed to both 
Houses of the Legislature; 
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And that this Address be fonnally 
presented by the Leader of the House . 
and the 11over of the Motion." 

Question again proposed . 

Mr R. A. Akinyenii (Ikeja South): Mr 
· Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the Mption on 

the Speech from the Throne, a Spe·ech which 
· was addressed to the hon. Members of the 
Hcil1se of Chiefs and that of the Assembly by 
His Excellency, Sir Adesoji Aderemi, the 
Oni of · Ife and the Governor of Western 
Nigeria. The Speech of His Excellency and 
the wording of the Motion of Thanks by the 
Government Chief Whip are significant 

. because both are devoid of .the usual arrogant 
and boastful expressions which were charac­
teristic of . past Speeches and Motions of 
Thanks. 

The Speech has g1ven a comprehensive 
review of Government activities within 
_the past twelve months ~nd what the Govern­
ment intends to do ·in various fields within 
the next financial year. ·· But in supporting 
the Motion I will like at this stage to make 

·. certain observations. 

The Governor has not, in his Speech, 
, made reference to the creation of the Midwest 

State, the proposal for improving sporting 
activities in the Region; the Government 
proposal for allaying the fears of the Opposi­
tion in the Region. Ori the whole the 
Speech contained a lot of unfulfilled promises 
since the last Budget Session. 

From the Governor's Speech from the 
Throne yesterday it is clear that the most 
important task of the current Session of the 

' Wester1;1 House is to approve the budgets for 
the next financial year and to consider the 
Six-yeftr . Development _Plan, totalling about 
£240.1 r:nillion. 

It is right that the Members of the House 
should have the final say on these plans which 
we are told have now been integrated into 
one National Plan. But parliamentarians 
ought to make it clear ~ that they resent the 
contempt with which they have been treated 
by the Governme~t. 'For nothing but a 
contemptuous disregard for the House could 
have been responsible for the fact that the 
Members of the House will be seeing the 
Development Plan for the first time during 
the current Session of the House. A plan 
which is to cost the £240.1 million is 
·not a document to be,_ rushed through 

tunity of studying the plan very closely and 
sounding public opinion on it so that they 
may be in a position to express the qpinion 
within the House. 

As it is, Members of the House are placed 
·- in the embarrassing situation · of having to 
·approve an expenditure of £240.1 niillion 
without any consultations vvith their constit- · 
uents if they do not want to be accused· of 
holding up the Region's progress by deferring 
the consideration of the Plan . . 

In 1956 a Motion was unanimously passed · 
in the Western House of Assembly calling for 
the creation of the Midwest State . . Awolowo, 
the :present Leader of Opposition in the· 

. Federal House, was then the Premier of the 
Region. During the , Federal ''elections, 
Awolowo made it clear that his Party was 
irrevocably corr..mitted to the creation of .the 
Midwest State. In 1961 he told lies to 
party supporters in the Midwest, that it is 
left for the Motion to . be moved in the 
Federal House and he felt that the F ederal 
Government was prepared to create · the 
State. Now this Motion has been passed 
in the Federal Parliament with th~ necessary 
two.:thirds majority. It has also oee'n passed 
in the Northern and the Eastern Houses. 

' Up till now nothing has been dohe in this 
House to see to it that the Government of the 
Western Region carries into effect the election 
promises made to the electorate of the Mid­
west. In other words, as representatives 
of the people we must know whether this 
Government is still supporting the creation 
of the Midwest or whether the Action Group 
is backing out. Whether the Action Group 
or the Western Government likes it or not, 
the Midwest will be created and has been 
created~ 

Some of yc:>u who a~e Ministers and ~ho 
come from the Midwest are afraid whether 
tn the Midwest Region you will not be a 
Minister and not eun £3,000; that is vvhy 
some of you are backing out. We give you a 
word of assurance that the creation of the 
Midwest State is above party politics and we 
will consult · you with regard to the interim 
administration set-up of the Midwest Region. 

Today we do not know who is the Leader 
of the Action Group, having regard to the 
events that happened· during the Action 
Group Cpngress at J os. · 

· Parliament. It is a plan which ought to 
-have been sent to Members of Parliament 
and which should have been published at 
least two months ago. Only thus could the 
Members of the House have had the oppor-· 

Ir>., the Sports life of the Region it is the 
statutory duty.of the Western Nigeria Sports 
Council to help financially sporting organisa­
tions in Western Nigeria. Since the creation 
of the Sports Council two years ago no 
sporting organisation has been helped either 
in form of loans or in form of grant. 
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· The ·counCil's aparthy is most apparent 
with regard -to football which is the most 
popular game not only in Western Nigeria 
but in the \Nhole world. · For example the 
Sports Council · advertised for . coaching 
scholarships over two years ago and, up till 
now, nobody has ever been appointed, in 
spite of the fact that the West N.F.A. has sent 
recommendations to them as far hack as June 
1961. The appointment of the Chief Coach, 

. Les Courtier, ~vas terminated in April 1961, 
· and up till now, no Chief Coach has been 
appointed, The West N.F.A. managed to 

. get Mr Ayo Adeniji to do the work of the 
Chief Coach but the 'Nest Sports Council 
refused . to pay his salary. Notwithstanding 

. that, it was through hard work and ·selfless 
service of members of the West N.F.A. that 
Western Niger'ia was able to win the Nigeria 
Challenge Cup. 

A part from Ibadan, there is no football 
· Stadiurn in any other part of Western Nigeria. 
As fa r back as September, the West N.F.A. 
st,tbmitted recommend~tions to the \Vest 
Sports Council with regard to other towns in 
the West :where small stadia could be built; 
btlt nothing has been done up till now. 

The West lost the Bank Anthony Cup to 
the East just because one member of . the 
Sports Council who is expected to seek the 
interest of the Region in sports refused to 
release a player at·-Ado-Ekiti, the home town 
of Osuntokun, the Minister responsible for 
sports · i~ the Region. It is a nation?.! pride 
for us to" lead not only in Nigeria but in whole 
of Africa in the fields of_ Sports. Any time 
the 'Western .team or any Nigerian team is 
'defeat~d one "feels frustrated. 

I think the present members of the Sports 
Council are not the suitable types. Why 
do I say that? N O\V, the Chairman of the 
co~c~ing conirriittee is a woman-Mrs Fatayi-

. W1lhams. She has never taken. part in 
. sports before in her life. There is another 
Powell; he is a groundsman earning £2,300 
per annum. There is another man Mr 
A~akij~. All these are Europeans-no ~ingle 
~ 1gen~n .. ( Governme~t B_enches: Alakija is 
zs a Nzgerzan.) I don t d1spute that, but his 
mother is an English woman and his father 
an African. He does not speak Y oruba. 
They are all opposed to everything African. 
When an _approach was made to them hy 
the West N.F.A. to engage some of the 
Wes~ern players to work at the Liberty . 
Stad1um they ~efu~eq; i!1§t~ud th{1y tmgaged 
t~aehers nnd g1rls; I say, with the greatest 
respect, Mr Spe~ker, that the time h.as come · 

when there should be a· re-organisation of 
the West Sports Council to put people there 
who are Africans. · ··- · 

. Now, let us COlil~ to the question. of labour. 
ln the Western Region here, the Governor's 
Speech from the 'Throne · has· made it clear 
that the Government, in conjunction with 
the Industrial Promotions Commission, will 
establish industries. Let me say that that 
may, to so+ne extent, . go to e·ase the un­
employed. I appreciate' the point;·· but there 
is one danger in it unless, according to what is 
contained in the Governor's Speech frpm 
the Throne, we do something and make 
Government introduce legislation and · make 
it imperative that employment must be 
through the Labour Exchange· or through 
any other agency .. There are thousands of 
our school leavers with Standard Six Certifi­
cates who are unemployed. There are also 
thousands of M odern III school leavers who 
are roaming about. That does not ' affect 
the Western Region alone. It is all over the 
Federation; so that it will to some extent 
ease direct employment as is done in England. 
It will increase efficiency, Mr Speaker; not 
only that-it will stop bribery and corruption. 
It will also stop some Ministers and Parlia­
mentary Secretaries getting their girl-friends 
employed at the expense of others. 

Now, let us come · to the . question · of 
austerity measures. I am in sympathy with 
the Government. (Interruptions). I would 
withdraw the statement about Ministers, but 
I would say, with the greatest respect, 
Mr Speaker, that these are social evils in 
our society. The Government has advocated 
democratic socialism. I think the time has 
come when we should stop deceiving our­
selves. A Nigerian does not know the 
difference between democratic socialism 
marxist social-ism, capitalism or communism: 
All he is interested in is bread and butter. 
It was an offence in this country to read 
cornm,unist literature, whereas we purchased 
them. in every bookshop in London. 1 am 
not a communist, but if communism means 
that the ordinary man will have his daily 
b~ead, ~hat the standard of life of our people· 
wlll be mcreased. then I am a communist. 

Now, let us come to the qu~stion · of 
austerity measures. . There has been a lot of . 
grumbling by the civil servants about the 
austerity measures. I would declare that 
civil servants have told me to my hearing 
that, immediately ·it is implemented . in the 
Western Region, there will be an exodus of 
some of them. We on this side of the House 
b~liev~ that ng oivil a~rvant in Nignriu should 
earn more than £2,000 per annum. After­
all, the wife . of a civil servant earning over 
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[MR AKINYEMI] 

c2,ooo per annum and the wife of a labourer 
earning £7 a month buy in the same market 
at Dugbe. They cannot threaten the 
sovereignty 'of this Parliament. We are to 
dictate to them. They are not to tell us what 
they want. 

Now, Mr Speaker, Sir, 'apart from this, 
the local government police ..... . (Interrup-
tions). We are not concerned with the 

. Nigeria Police. All we are concerned about 
is ·that we have under our direct control the 
local government police. In the .past, local 
government police have been used as an 
instrument of oppression and ·persecution. 
Gentlemen, I am of the opinion that the local 
government police must be re-organised and 
the people that are to be engaged must be free 
in order to make it possible for them to realise 
that they are not in the Region either for the 
Action Group or for the . NCNC, because, 
today, if you say you are a Minister or the 
Premier and vou continue to use· this govern­
ment machinery against your political 
opponents, "what is the guamn~ee that you 
will be there tomorrow and one day, whether 
you like it or not, you will be accountable 
to God? 

Tl~e Minister of Local Government· has, 
in the Governor's Speech from the Throne, 
realised that the time has come when there 

-should be a review of the local government 
system. It has been said, to ··some extent, 
that women will be sitting on our local 
Government councils. I think it is a good 
thing for women to play some part in the 
administration of the Region; but I would 

' SU<5f5est, with the greatest respect, Mr 
Speaker, that the time has coine (if Margaret 
Ekpo and Mokwelu could win elections in 
the Eastern Region to be Members of the 
House), when it is necessary, in order to 
safeguard not only the NCNC but 
leaders of the Action Group, for these 
women to contest elections. 

Now, at this stage,. I have to thank the 
hon. the Premier for the part he played in 
the enquiry into the N.F.A., Western Region. 
We ran to him. I was among those that 
were to go to him, but Soremi went and, 
overnight, he called the Minister resoons~ble 
and instituted a Commission of Enqmry. 
Although the matter is sub Judice we will 
await the result of the court proceedings. 
I will ask the hon. Premier and the Minister 
in charge of sports finally to use their · good 
offices to finance the greatness of sports in 
this Region so that in the years to come, 
when we go to international fidds of sports 
and · athletics, Western Nigeria will come 
back triumphant. 

......... 
~~~-:.~--~~~~~ ·-~~-~-----~-----

With th.ese Mr Speaker; I beg to support. 

Mr S. A. Layonu (EdejEjigbo South): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the Motion 
of Thanks to His Excellency the Governor 
so ably moved by the hon. the Chief Whip. 
. His Excellency's speech is a faithful record 

of the most important events of the coming 
year. The language · used in describing 
them is lucid, and the tone is challenging. 
Sir, if one does not hide one's head in·the sand, 
but faces the facts, one can ·see the real state 
of things and appreciate · the tremendous· 
contributions the West Regional Governm.ent 
is now n1aking tovyards the advancement of 
the regional economy. The Five-year D evel­
opment Plan was received by the people of 
this Region enthusiastically. That enthu­
siasm continues to reign supreme and is 
vividly manifested in the day-to-day work 
of the people. We bid a warm farewelL to 
the old year and we are now giving ~ joyous 
welcome to the new year-1962 /63. The 
new year will bring us fresh successes .. 

Sir, we have clearly seen in the Speech of 
His Excellency that the next six years ·. will 
witness a further considerable expansion · of 
the regional economy and the enlistment of 
additional reserves . . · This will definitely · 
accellerate-· economic development and lead 
t9 fresh successes. The new development 
programme of this Government has a feature 
which distinguishes it from those of other 
Governments of the Federation. The Action 
Group party maps the practical paths for 
further development of Democratic Socialism 
which will eventually make the people of this 
Region sow precious seeds and reap bumper 
harvests , The goal of the Action Group 
Government' of Western Nigeria is to give 
the people of vVestern N~geria the nighest 
standard of living. · 

It is very gratifying to see that the Govern-: 
mer1t of 'i\Testern Nigeria was the first 
Government in Nigeria to make a sudden 
pronouncement on the popular · mea~u~e­
"AUSTERITY". The Government 1s not 
like an empty barrel which makes the loudest 
noise. It is not like people who make 
the loudest clamour repeatedly and loudly 
too on' austerity and still fail to t'ak_e t~e 
measure. May I take this opportumty to 
say that the Western Government ha~ made 
a lead in taking the severest measure of auster­
ity. Right from the Premier who now 
earns [1 ,500 less than each of hi8 colleagues 
in the North and East and £1,800 less than 
the Prime Mini<::ter, to our .Ministers who . 
now earn £1,800 less than each . of . t~eir 

. colleagues in other oarts of the FederatlOll 
and ordinary hon. ·Members · who now earn 
£1 SO less than each of their colleagues m · 



63 MotionfCJr 29TH MARl:H, 1962 an Address .64 

(MR LAYONU] 
the North and the East and £250 less than 
each of their colleagues · in the Fede1al 
territory, ·great sacrifices have been made. 

May I take this opportunity to say that 
contrary to the opinion of inveterate lam­
poonists and unsuccessful propag<indists this 
Governmeht did not in the. least face any 
financial bankrupt_cy before intro~l ucing the 

, severe austerity.· measure. vVe gladly and 
conveniently accept to make this sacrifice 
w ithout any regret because we feel that high 
developinent rates are a law of the Action 
G roup Government's planned economy and 
that the enormous scale of these undertakings 
requires enormous funds. Our Government 
is now confronted with the most difficult and 
'gigantic and it1spiring adventure ever under­
taken by any Government. The undertaking 
calls for the finest qualities of courage, faith 
and sacrifice. · But the major task of our time 
is to get along on our way, whatever the cost. 
':~;'here is nothing dull or unromantic about 
that: X t is a time for high adventure, for 
the· iuggedness of the pioneer, and for a 
purpose that will not be denied. 

In His' Speech from the Throne, His 
Excellency eloquently said: 

· "Duri1~g. this session,· a number of 
revenue measures will be introduced so as 
to provide additional funds for the execution 
of development projects under the revised 
Development Plan for 1962-68 .... .' .. " 

".: .... my Ministers will ensure tqat every 
citizen participates in · the endeavour to 
build a Westeni. Nigeria of which we can 
all be proud." 

"The other Rest Houses in the Region, 
particularly · those suitable for use by 
important persons, are be~ng redecorated 
and modernised." 

. Now, Sir, it is said, "Truth is indestructible. 
Right is invincible. Justice is inescapable". 
It should not be difficult for us to see now­
wi · · ~ the weak spots in the civilisation of the 
p ~ ; t ve been. And seeing them with 
clarity, we should be able to correct them 
with courage. 

Should we take for granted that because 
my constituency had electricity and water 
supnlies .about ten years ago, therefore it 
sl1 o1J lr1 be deprived of development. projects? 
S '.ve say that because wehave Queen's 
School in mv constituency therefore it should 
be comoletely neglected of medical serv:ices? 

We urqently need a big general hosoital 
in. m v C'0'1Rtituency and, in the alternative, a 
r 1' . : 1, entre. The o'nlv nearest olace 
~o us havm~ r G -neral Hospital is o·shogbo 

· .. 

which is nme miles away. There are 
instances, cases without number, where 
patients die on _the way when they are being 
carried to Oshogbo for medical treatment. 
During the Awolowo regime, we were 
given electricity and wat~r supplies. If the 
Akintola regime cannot give a big General 
Hospital, · we beg for a Rural Health Centre. 
"Above everything else is the ilpportance of 
human well-being". 

Now turning to Rest Houses in the 
Governor's Speech. Despite the atmospheric, 
hilly and the very satisfactory situation of 
Ecle Rest House, it has not been redecorated 
and modernised and it houses cockroaches, 
pests and ants. The ceilings are almost 
completely removed by white ants. · The 
room is too hot because it is covered with iron 
sheets only. · It is an apology and needs 
expanswn. 

Improve our health by giving us a Rural 
Health Centre. 

Sir, with these, I support the Motion. 

The Minister in the Ministry of Educa­
tion (Mr J. 0. Oye): Mr Speaker, Sir; 
I just want to -make an explanation with 
reference to the speech of the last but one 
speaker which . refers to me as the chailman 
of the \:Vestern Regional Council of N.F.A. 

It appears to me that there are certain 
things which the last speaker does not 
understand. When there was no. Sports 
Council in this Region, the Government 
usually gave a subvention of £4,000 to the 
Football Association for payment of salaries 
to coaches, and when the Sports _Council was 
established by law that power pas~ed on to 
the Sports Council. The last speaker said 
that the Sports Council had contribut~d no 
grant at all to any football associations in. this 
country. That is not correct. What happens 
is that -the Sports Council appointed two 
coaches, Mr Les Courtier and Mr Balog·un. 
At the moment, Mr Balogun is a coach in . 
this Region and he is being paid by the 
Soorts CounciL \:Ve didn't like Les Courtier:· 
We approached the Sports Council and his 
aopointment was terminated. The Sports 
Council advertised for a coach and a new one 
has been apnointed with our knowledge and 
the Sports Council is going to pay for this 
new coach when he comes to Nigeria. 

The last speaker sooke about Mr Aden,iji. 
He said that M r Adeniii was apoointed by 

. the Snorts Council and the council refused to 
pay his · salary. Mr Adeniii's aPt:?ointment 
was the re~nnrt' ihilitv of the WestP.rn R r , ·rm al 

'ouncil · '\T.I<. \ .. and n 01· ~· A'' I) ' 
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:U .. cgicnc~l . Cou11cil of N .F .1-\.. . I-lc a1s~ spol:.e 
J.bont oru: l'/Lr Ogn_r_1l!1d c \V.h.o is a ~.-nerr:bcr of 
-~:he· Sp_or l~s Counc~l fron::. :~:.::!ti . \~leil, \·l1e 
b-oy "."".' .he;- ~J lay(;d for 1.:s at ti1c I3 ~~i_;i · . ./~n tl:. 011.:{ 
c~p is f !"Cri1 .... ~::lr;~~~ Scl~t.IO!. ' f~l : :~ ] c ~te::.· 
'.'~r.hich. Yl~~s t.Jn.--tttt~l:.. tr) g:et 1:;:;; .. _missi.o1-::. "=. "t·~~ S(';J1.~ 
.. Lo t"he Pfi!1.cip~1l c.f t~1.e sc!lGfJ ~--:1:.c: n.o: to 
1\,I r . Ogt1nlac1e ~t :::. ancgcd . J"Joy·,r , b.c C1.t.SC 

~ ,:.c:~USC!c! t.;1c. Spo;:ts r~o~Jncil OI cr:gagu1g 
women rmd so!!:e o thc:.· pcopic :tnd rcfusi!l.g· 
to ca gclge spo1.· ~·~. n-:.cn. to '.vork t~ 1ere . F~·om 
-~-r.ry o'vn .. exr;c~-:(~ncc, ·\'\'2. J1:1v~ sorr~c di fficulty 
irl ge.ttin~ ccr~·a i n. pe01)Je cnlp10ycd ir1 tJ1is 
l~cg!.0~1. . rl'he r CaSO;j. fo!." th is 1~ that D1GSt of 
tl1c -i?~opl.c l1av~ n.ot tl1c. r::q~1 t s1 ~·.e edl:cation.al 

. quauhcntwns. 

11\~ 13. l l G. JZ-:~ ~: g.i:;;. (IJl·J..ail l>J c. ;,· .:,~t -J~r_st) : 
IVI r Speake!", S ir , I ;:·ise "!:o s·upport Lh.e lV(ot io!J. 
ofth:mks to His Excell ency the G ov ernor for 
his Speech from t~,c '1'!-l !'Onc. 

Gc,in g tlwougl: th e Speech very carefnlly, 
and looking b :1ek at the r"!.icc rc ::orc!s of 
achievements of this G overnm ent nnd w hat 
:s b store foe· th e futu n~, I will not h esitate to 
~or_cludc th::1t tl1e Govcrrrrneut of th ~s I~ .. egio11 
~~ .,~r~nd;:; ·very· l1igh ab~:YVe. ~1\~ (j:: ,.re rt!nJentR of 
th e oi:her R egion3 . 

In. sr.yi ng this, the inrgc array of vis itors 
, .\i'l to c ~1n1c in to t"b. is J{eg inn. d u~·j: ~g the las t 
fii1::1r1cia! ~/':!~. r is a n evidence of th e I-~!."0\Ving 
~tW)Ortnncc ·o: th is Rcr:;i on in international 
cir:clcs . T h:s is a certain p roof, too, of the 
effect ive ad verti.s.:)m e!n.t o F this P.egion to the 
Cfi. ~ ts~ c£c .,,:'(tor·l~{ l>Y. cu .!." ~bJ e , sympa·'di etic and 
~:;1-:crr~el:ic IJrern.ier n.nd. TVIin isters . O·verseas 
toL:rs are thc:efore high.ly cncom·as-cd hec:m.1sc 
"!:he att mcti r;n c f many foreio:n b esiness 
CO!!cerns to inv~s t in this Hc~~ion is the 
;m ,rtccl iat:e ·result of these tou rs and alsn 
dctr.onstt·atcs the f lith an d c;c nf!d~nce ·which 
the ou tsid e \vo r1 d l1ave in th e nh;li t v of this 
present Governm ent to maint r:in law and 
order. 

T!l.is ~f-{ousc '\Vill :=-tgrcc "(:vid: rne tl1at ·t~:::! 
Go·~.re-r!.ln1.ent.oi~ th.is :t~~c-gior1 is stable, dernocrl.-... 
tiel t·~s~' Oi'"lS ! ~.J~ ~! , tol e~·r-~11::: nrogrcssive r.P:1, 
Cl..bo.,.rt~ ~:ti1, it .S.1r.s ref~pect fo.r.::tl1e s~.l!'lct ti- y ~:~.: ci 
1ign ~ i:y of ~l:.c.~ ind i vicl:._!nl. 

,.~.,1-,_c l\.1nd ~u1.1 -r_t~! l h.L!!Y!:.:.n r_;.ghts. !r:. -~' .l! 

Cor~~t.i.~~r~.i :_; r't ~-: -c~ r::ot ~1s -,r~st as tl:~ .. :;:.~s·t~ ~ =-: 
i'rct~t~O;T. .. a:1d J i.bc~t1cs ... \.,/~'licb t~1C - C~ t.izcns c-f 
th :2 Rc~.;.ion l·un"e bc~en t:njoying si~c~ <.1e 
/\.c. tion Gl·e1.1p ~t-HJl.e i:n lo ::ol.vGr i.!1 tb.c l"} eg-1~_']:1. 
'I 'hcse rights , ljberties· t~ncl fre:cc:or~l \Nl1lch. ·: ~-l ~ 
avc!.·age \~lcstc~·ncr h as rcgard~d as th~ :nQrr~:.. ~! 
"\V:l.Y of !ivir1g arc to h.is co-;,.111tcrparts in. ctl. lz;r 
parts cf ·?'-..!ige::ia }!rivilegcs :-1ot f ')r the !.-n2~:: r~s 
but for the R anlwdedc.:: and those on tc r•. 
}\.11 t1wc:c 'V;lJ ~!lOW th,;· ;;. is ~· o·,..e<lf rrivi l.-.;·e 
.~0-'' a•n:;• /'~e·· ·t·,..,cl.l'~-~ 1n• ;.~1' Q• ~\;\/•Qs'tc/• ,._ ·• . >.~ ,.,. 
1 . . \. c _ J u...... ~' ! ....... •• l ~I ...... · \.... • 

Exp~~trinte tutors t::acb.ing i11 our G-rntrn~:.t ~.r 
Schclois should be encouraged. 

On b ehalf of m y people I now present . ,·ny 
sincere thanks and c;-ratituc!e t o the Gm.~ern-. 
m.ent of th .\s Region for th e new vv;tt:er 'extz:n-·. 
sion !n Ish:::.n costing :!bout £200,000 :rnd 
·with t h e full h ope that in clue course t he·. same 
project will b e cxt:~nclcd to the follovYing 
places :-

E vvoyi-Ubei-Ncko-TJ mmi--U alor-Nok.:: , 
Awo and OlcwR. 

Finaily, S ir , I w ish to appeal t o th e (~·oven1·· 
mei1t of tb!s Regitm ta give u s dectricity, 
m ore scholarsh ips for our child ren, i11ld to 
C;p cn the . newly !Ju ilt Gcn tT:1l llo~pi!· al :•nd 
the Cat eri!!g Rest I-Io:tsc :1 t no dis tan t' ~l a{;c 

l'vlr Speaker, S ir, I beg to support. 

F urther Debate stood a(Uourned t-iZZ tonwrnnu, 
Friday , 3 0th M ·arch, 1962. 

ADJO~JRNMEN'1' 

J'l!Mion -nwt!e m1d question ]')ropo~·cd, that 
th e House d o now ydjourn.~(Chiej Ou'el;iy-i ). 

.. Q 1.:estion ./ ll !t and agreed to. 

Ad}ottrned acco·rdhwlv at 3.00 p .m. ·until 
tomorrow, Fr-iday, 30th March, 1962, at 
9.00 a.m. 
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WESTERN HOUSE OF 
·ASSEMBLY 

FRIDAY, 30TH ' MARCI-I, .1962 

The House met at 9.00 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

BUSINESS MOTIONS 

Adjournment 

The Leader ~f the House and Minister 
of Finance (Chief J. A. 0. Odebiyi): Mr 
Speaker, I rise to move that at its rising this 
day the House shall adjourn until Monday, 
·~.~<;! April. 

' . 
The. Minister of Justice and 1\ttorney­

General (ChiefS. 0. Ighodaro): I beg to 
second. · 

Question proposed. 
Questionput and agreed to. 

Suspension of Standing Order 4 (3) 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, I beg to 
m6ve that Standing Order 4 (3) be suspended 
this . day to enable _the House · to · sit after 
12 noon if necessary. · 

Chief.:Ighodaro: I beg to second. 
·Question proposed. 

Question put and agree~ to. 

MEETING OF COMMONWEALTH 
PARLIAMENTARY ASSOCIATION 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, I wish to 
inform the House that the meeting . of the 
·Commonwealth Parliamentary Association 

- will take place today at s_ o'clock and not 
1 o'clock as previously arranged. 

THE UNIVERSITY OF IFE 
(PR:OVISIONAL COUNCIL) (AMEND- . 

MENT) BILL-SECOND . READING 

Order for Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Education (Dr S., D. 
Onabamiro): I rise to move the Second 
Reading of the Bill for a Law to amend the 
University of Ife (Provisional C_ouncil) Law, 
No. 6 of 1961. · 

The Council, as originally set up by the 
existing · Law; could only have amongst its ' 
members nine oeoole who are not under the 
em6loyment of the University. Experience 
gained since the Council has started . to 

function proves that much advantage would 
accrue by an increase in its membership. 
In · these early stages of the development · of 
the' University, as vve all know, the ·Council ·. 
has a gigantic task to perform. The buildings 
of the institution have to b,e erected under 
the constant supervision of the Council; 
staff have to be assembled from various 
parts of the world, and the organisation .. of 
the different departments carefully built up. 
This means that the Council has to set up a 
number of Committees such as Finance and 
General Purposes Committee to supervise 
its finances; Appointments Committee to 
vet the curricula vitae of people applying for 
academic and administrative posts in the 
University, and a Building Committee which 
will plan the phasing . of the building pro­
gramme of the institution. With the present 
number of non-academic members of the 
Council remaining at nine, each member may 
have to serve on several committees, ·resulting 
in frequent meetings and strenuous travelli1;1g. 
Whereas, by increasing the number of non­
academic members to fifteen, the work would 
be more evenly spread out with the conse­
quent reduction in the encroachment of the 
time of rriembers. 

A second reason for proposing this amend­
ment is to enable the University of Ife .to 
come closer to that of the sister University 
institutions in Nigeria. In both University 
College, Ibadan, . and the ,University of 
Northern Nigeria. Govern:nent is represented 
on the Council by one or two officials whose 
presence has the dual advantage of apnrising 
the Council of curretlt policies formulated by 
Government on Higher Education and report­
in~ back to Government at frequent inte-:vals 
on the progr,~ss made by the Provisional 
Council in the development of the University. 

Thirdly, Mr Speaker Sir, we may also ' 
observe that in the Councils' of the three 
existing sister University institutions · in 
Nigeria, that 'is, the University College, 
Ibadan, the University of Northern Nigeria 
and the University of Nsukka, representation 
by overseas University organisations is 
provided for . As the Universities of the 
'V'orld belong largely to the sam~ family by 
virtue o+ their academic tradition the Univer­
sity of Ife m'ly, at some future date, desire to 
have on its Council someo'1·~ comir.g from 
outside Nigeria who may enrich its delibera­
tions with the accumulated e!Cperieme of 
University or~anis,!tion devel.oped in other 
o·untrie<> The amendment proposed would 
also enable this to b~ dcne. · 

Mr Speaker Sir, I beg to move, 
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Chief Ighodaro: Sir, I beg to second. Mr Amadasun: \Nell, I don'_t know that'. 
Anyway, Mr Speaker Sir; I beg to oppose. Qu~s~ion proposed. 

Mr V. I. Amadasun (Benin West I): 
Mr, Speaker, I rise to oppose this Bill because 
its aim is to make the object of the introduc­
tion of the Westet'n Regional Government 
austerity measures a mockery by increasing 
the maximum permissible membership of 
Ife University Council to twenty out of 
which not less than five nor more. than fifteen 
are to be persons riot employed on the 
academic or administrative staff of the 
University. 

The Minister in his short and not very clear 
explanation has failed woefully to inform 
the House whether these persons to be 
appointed as members of the Ife University 
Provisional Council would be fit and proper 
persons to be so appointed, not on the basis 
of party politic:.al qualifications, but on sound 
knowledge of the workings of a University, or 
whether these persons are entitled or not to 
some emoluments. · 

The nature and type of allowances or pay 
of these members ought to have bl!cn 
explained by the Minister of Education in 
order that this honourable House might 
be convinced . of the need, at this time of 
austerity measures in the country, for 
the members to be so appointed. From my 
elementary knowledge of mathematics, I 
know, Sir, that what is now going to be paid 
to twenty members in the nature of salaries 
or allowances will by far exceed what had 
hitherto been paid · nine members. The 
guiding principle of any austerity measure is 
the judicious spending of any revenue arising 
from such measures. Once this principle is 
violated, then austerity measures are meaning­
less. At this stage of the life of the Ife 
University-a University whose buildings 
qre in the atmosphere-let the Minister of 
Education be disallowed from increasing the 
number of membership· of the Provisional 
Council or that of the staff, or that of the 
students. 

With ,all these remarks, Mr Speaker, I beg 
to oppose this Bill. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, with all the explanations 
given by the Minister of Education, we 
still disagree . because they are m"eaningless. 
The reason is this, that if you want to talk of · 
austerity measures, you should practise it. 
Why not let the .number of the members 
remain _at nine and let them work night and 
day? · 

-'· . 

Government Benches: And let them 
die of blood pressure? 

The Government Chief Whip (Mr 
N. A. B. Kotoye): Mr Speaker, Sir, it has, 
been truLy said that only fools tread wliere 
angels fear to walk. I feel that the hon. · 
Member would have saved himself a great 
deal of embarrassment if he had appreciated 
that the Bill before the House is not a Local 
Government Bill. The Bill is a Bill to make 
provision for the new University's gigantic 
programme which the proposed Council is 
going to imdertake. 

Mr A. T. Rerri (Urhobo Vlest): On 
point of Order, Mr Speaker, Sir, Order No. 
27. It is unparliamentary to call an . hon. 
Member a fool. 

Government Benches: 
been called a .fool, please. 

Nobody has 

Mr B. Olowofoyeku: rose ....... .. (int er-
1'uption). 

Chief Ighodaro: . To say that fools tread 
where angels fear to walk is no language 
directed towards any J l rticular Member:. 

Mr Speaker: The '1 on. Gentleman's point 
is exactly correct. If anybody has called 
someone a fool here at all, that person should 
be called to order, but that has· not been the 
case. 

Mr Kotoye: Mr .. Speaker, Sir, as I ~vas· 
saying, one important point must be made · 
clear to · our Friends on that side of the 
House. The fact that Government has 
introduced austerity measures does not mean 
a curtailment of the services which the 
Government is to render to the people. vVe 
will not say that, because of austerity, we will 
not do our duties. We have been listening 
to marty Members of the Opposition accusing 
the Government of wasting money while .we 
say there is austerity. When the Provision al 
Council of the Univl!rsity of Ife was set up, 
right from the start there was no doubt that 
the_ CounciL was going to discharge very 
important duties and that huge and gigantic 
buildings would have to be put hp. 

Opposition Benches: · Where · is the 
money? 

Mr Kotoye: You just wait.· and see: 
The plans are ready. -(Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: Order! Order! Will the 
hon. Gentlemen know that the speeches are 
being directed to me. I hope they will a1low. 
me to hear. · · 
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Mr Kotoye: It is only but fair that 
Government should make adequate provisions 
for Members of the Council, persons who will 
be able to cope with these responsibilities. 

With these few remarks, Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I ?eg to support. 

Mr R A. Akinyemi (lkeja South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, this Bill as it stands, is non­
controversial, .but what we on this side of the . 
House are saying is this: since the Premier · 
of the Region has · announced that there is 
goin,g to be prosperity through austerity, we 
of this side of the House insist that Govern­
ment should be able to show that they are· not 
going to spend the money of this Region in a 
way that will be against the will of the public. 
I .would say this and make it clear. Now, 
there are nine members that are to be 
increased to fifteen members. . The l\1inistcr 
of Education said that because these nine 
members will have much to do by way of 
attending many meetings, they are therefore 
being increased. But that is their duty, and 
it is for that that they are going to be paid. 
They are going to earn fat salaries. 

On the other hand, if they must be paid, 
they should be paid only sitting aUowanccs 
and we would then know that the Government 
is in accord with its austerity measures. 

Again, we on this side of the House would 
like to emphasise the fact that when people 
are appointed, the Opposition Members must 

· be consulted as to appointments into such a 
, boCJ:y: It has always been the policy of the 
Western Regional Government to appoint 
members of their Committees and Boards 

· just because they are members of the Action 
Group. .I must say this, that the people who 
are to be appointed must be people who know 
something · about the administration of a 
University set-up-not people appointed for 
fun. In the first Council, you appointed 
Chief S. 0. Gbadamosi, a ceramics factory 
manager. (Interntptions). Now, it is time 
that, when you are going to proceed' to appoint 
members, you should give us the assurance 
that money will not be wasted and that you 
will consult us. 

Mr J. 0. Awopeju (ljebu Remo North): 
Mr Speaker Sir, I rise to. support this Bill 

. and, in rising so to do, I simply want to 
clarify· some .points to the hon. Members on 
the other side about payment of emoluments 
to members serving on this -- Provisional 
Council.- ·I think I heard it on authority that 
these members were not paid any money 
exeept sitting fees. On the other hand, the 
increase in membership is necessary·to enable 

men and women of talent to be appointed 
into the Council. Now, this will enhance the 
standard of efficiency that will arise· · as a 
result of the advice given by such ·talented 
men and wmnen. 

Now, it is true that we talk of austerity 
measures. The question of austerity, as the 
hon. Chief Whip on this side of the House 
has pointed out, does not mean that we should 
curtail the services to be rendered to our 
people. It should not be at, the expense of 
efficiency and proficiency. My hon. learned 
Friend from Il~eja South said the Bill was non­
controversial, and so it is. I am happy he 
took that turn'of mind in dealing with the Bill. 

As regards the question of 'consultation, I _. 
can say that the Minister of Education will 
give you the assurance that the Opposition 
will be consulted before members · are 
appointed. It is very nece~s~ry' and fair. 
This is a question of education. It concerns 
you equally, as it concerns any other person 
in the Region. "V\T e have men of talent ·in the 
Opposition, and we want them there, because 
the question of a University is a worlcl-widG 
problem. I assure the hon. Members of the 
Opposition that they will be consulted. 

The Leader of the Opposition (Mr R. A. 
Fani-Kayode): Mr Speaker, Sir, we are 
undoubtedly not happy on this issue of 
austerity. We take it very seriously. As 
things are going now, I am certain that the 
Government of this Region will make all of 
us not only a laughing stock of the country 
but a laughing stock of the whole world. 
We have declared a policy of coming down 
to the barest minim11m for the purpos~ of the 
development of the Region. We have all 
agreed that these aspects of development are 
not only essential but · vital to the life of the 
Region. Every penny counts. 

Y esterclay, we were treated to an assurance 
by the Government that · a new Board 
created will not earn emoluments. Y ester­
day, as well, ··we were treated to an increase 
in the members of Directors of the Housing 
Corporation. Today, we are again treated 
to an increase of members on the Council of 
Ife University. Can the Minister of Educa­
tion honestly get up, Sir, and tell this side of 
the House that he has any control wnatsoever 
over the personal emoluments given to the 
members of the Council by themselves? 
Can' he tell us, Sir, that he does not believe 
that they. have been ove~-generous in the past 
on the issue of allowances to members? · 
The Minister of Education can only Jay 
clown the Principles upon which the members 
are to work. · 

s 
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[MR FANI .. Kwonn] 
Now, we are going to increase the number 

of these people who wiLl possibly go there and 
only make worse the financial . situation. 
[ am saying, Sir, that we should reflect, and 
if increases are absolutely necessary, let us go 
ahead with them. By the way, I think the 

. Council is headed by one of the most brilliant 
men in tl1e Action Group party. What is 
the necessity for the increase? I am saying 
that, on .,the issue of expenses, we must cut 
,down. I do not see any necessity whatsoever 
for increasing the number of members of 
the Council. 

Again, I think that at this stage of our 
development, we have to look very 
closely into our s y s t e.m of education. 
Yes, I think that at this stage of our 
development, and with the song generally 
being sung about in the country now­
more education! more education,! more 
education! we have to look very closely into 
our system of education. Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I am quite convinced that, Ashby Commis­
sion or no Ashby Commission, the creation 
of ' four Universities in this country today 
will sooner or later present much more 
troubles to the country than benefits. 
Furthermore, Sir, I should say that the more 
academicians we turn out, the more Arts 
Degrees holders, the more Accountants, the 
more Engineers, it is about time we looked 
into our educational. level, not from . the 
academic. point of view at all, but from the 
strictly essential utilitarian view. . 

I ask, Sir, what type of Industries are we 
trying to establish? How are we going to 
man· them? Are we going to get expatriates 
on contract to fill these places for th~ time 
being and educate our own sons here not 
Over.seas, because Overseas education 'does 
nothing more than decrease the funds of the 
Region? .There is no doubt about that;· for 
every student we send overseas, we spend a 
c<?lossa~ amount of m~)lley. Why can't we, 
S1r, brmg that educatwn down into Nigeria 

' here, and make sure that we do not exploit 
our funds unnecessarily in tniining? 

.Secondly, S~r, we have now .young men in 
th1s country w1th School Leaving Certificates 
Higher Schoo.l Certificates, even with degrees: 
who are gomg about looking for work. 
Are we, Sir, going to open our. eyes and, just 
because something is done in Lagos or in the 
Eastern Region or anvwhere else follow 
blindly a style which wiil not be ben~ficial to 
t}ie whole country? . I am still saying that we 
should not say that because something has 

been done. in the Eastern Region it must 
therefore be done here, or that because it h as 
?een done in the Federal Territory, therefore 
1t must be done here. We have to .look Sir · 
into the policy of Education and m ai<:e i~ 
commensurate with our demands and our 
needs. Are these boys, Sir, wh(, are getting 
B.A. in teaching going to eat their Diplomas? 
Very soon, Sir, they shall be drive1'1 to that. 
We have teachers; we have street cleaners 
who are holding . adequate degrees. (An 
hon. Member: As in India). Yes as we have · 
in India. ' 

I think, speaking for myself-and · I am 
sure, speaking for all the Members 'of this 
House and all the sane Members of the other 
side of the HousC-(111terruptions)-I used the 

· word "sane", Sir, because I see about two or 
three people sh~king their he'ads vigorously 
as I was speakmg (Laughter), we · have to 
take this matter in all seriousness. I think 
our Minister must set the example for the 
whole co.untry . . He is capable of doing it. 
I know h1m personally, and I think he has thP. 
ability llnd the strength of mind to devi~ tc>: 
from the usual course followed by all the 
other parts of the country. Let us establish 

· more· technical schools by all means. L et 
us have all the Faculties but restrict the 
~embership, restrict the numbers in the Law 
School. It is not because I am afraid of . 
competition. These boys are to perspire a 
long time, before they get to my standard, 
and I don't blame them; that is how ii: should 
be. But I am saying, in all seriousness by 
the time they turn out a hundred law~ers 
from . Lagos University, a hundred la~ers 
from Nsukka University, a hundred lav\ryers 
from Ife University, the lawyers here in: 
Nigeria can hardly find work to do. 

. Now we talk of Journalists •. We have the 
papers here. All these papers that are b eing 
run' at a loss! . Not one paper in Nigeria is 
making a profit yet. (An . hon. Member: 
"Daily Times") Where are we going. to put 
these Journalists? Are they going to ·eat their 
notes? They will eventually be compelled to 
eat their notes. (Laughter). I can assure 
you tha~ the field now is even crowded. 
Wha~ i.s the use of bringing more, young 

men, g1vmg them hope of a better future 
giving them broad education and not feedin~ 
them? What of the teachers and graduates? 
I am still saying that we shall have t o re­
orientate our mit:J.ds. The only people I can 
safely say will find jobs in this country 
for a long time to come will be the teachers. 
In fact I understand, Mr Minister that in 
your University, there . is no F!l~ulty for 
Accountants, no Faculty for Architectn, yet 
you have got to import Architects! · These 
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·v.eople will come here with heavy charges. 
1 

• N o arrangements · have been made for a 
a school for them right now. · Let us look into · 
this. · These are the aspects of our education 

. that I am sure everybody in this House will 
support. We have got enough of Latin, 
Greek, a·nd so on. VI' e learn Latin, we learn 
Greek, ·we don't speak the languages, though 
we speak French. That is why I am still 
saying, Mr Speaker, Sir, that although it is 
gGod that we learn some bit of it, I mean 
these academic achievements, yet, right now, 
Sir,' hit us be practical. (Cheers from the 
Opposition Benches). 

Dr Onabamiro: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
would like to answer, very briefly, some of 
the questions raised by the Leader of the 
Opposition. I would like to record that I am 
grat_eful to the Leader of the Opposition for 
the very constructive speech he has made, 
and I only regret that he was.not here ·when 
I was delivering ny speech on the Bill, as 
. some of the points he raised were covered in 

.. my speech. But for purposes of clarity, I 
should s·ay that three things are covered. 

First, the association of Members of the 
Opposition in the development of this 
Uniyersity. The hon. Premier gave an 
undertaking that, this being a Univerisity of 
the people of \¥estern Nigeria, it will be 
developed through the common experience 
and knowledge of both sides of the House, 
and a Committee was set up-the Parliament­
ary Advisory Committee of the University 
of Ife- in which the hon. Leader of Opposi­
tion was concerned. The Committee held a 
meeting on the 21st October, 1961, but, very 
regrettably, no Member of the Opposition 
was present. ·(Interruptions). 

The second point is about money, and 
austerity. , May I say that the amendment 
will not necessarily mean an increase in. the 
expenditure for members. Members do not · 
get salaries. They only get allowances on 
the day they attend meetings. 

The third point raised by the Leader of 
Opposition is whether the Government is 
fully conversant with what is going on. in this 
country. · I. would say that, so 'far, we have 
no grounds to ~omplain, and that the Council 
is not taking action contrariwise to the 
direction of the Gover11n1ent. I make this 
doubly clear: I have said that we can vote for 
one or two officials in the Council so that the 
Council can become closer to the Government 
and the Government closer to the Council. 

Mi· Speahr, Sir, I. beg to move. 

Question put and agreed to . . 

Bill read a Second time and committc.d to a 
Committee of the whole House. 

Bill ·immediately considered . in Committee 
(In the Committee) . 
Clauses 1 4,nd 2 agreed to. 
(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair). 
Bill reported without amendment, read the 

Third time and passed. 

PARLIAMENTARY ELECTORAL 
REGULATIONS 

(AMENDMENT) BILL 
SECOND READING 

Order for Second Reading r,ead. 

The Premier (Chief S. L . . Al~intola): 
. Mr Speaker Sir, I beg to move the Second 

Reading of a Bill for a Law t~ amend the 
Parliamentary Electoral Regulations, 1960. 
1i'he Bill has the merit of being both short 
and non-controyersial; its purpose is to tidy 
up some of the provisions contained in the 
existing Regulations and to ensure that the 
procedur.e for by-elections into the present 
House is reJefined in the light. of changes in . 

. the Constitution since 1960. · 
I should like to explain that ids necessary 

to effect amendments to · the Regulations by 
means ·of a formal Act of the Legislature, as 
distinct from Regulations made by the 
Governor in Council, in view of the provi­
sions of section 15 (1) of the Constitution of 
this Region, whereby elections to the House 
of Assembly are required to be held in such 
manner as may be prescribed by the Legisla­
ture. In other words, it is simply a question 
of bringing the machinery for elections to 
this House up to date, and of replacing the 
acts of the Governor in Council under the 
pre-Independence Constitution by a formal 
Act of this representative body. 

As hon. Members are aware, elections to 
the present House were conducted under the 
1960 Constitution. Since then, this country 
has achieved sovereignty and, in consequence, -· 
certain changes have been effected in our 
constitutional position. It has accordingly 
become necessary to substitute references to 
the 1960 Constitution for references to the 
pre-Independence Constitution: Clau::;c 2 
of the Bill deals specifically with this rratter. 

Under the old arrangements, the power to 
appoint officers to hold public offices in the 
Region was vested in the . Governor. This 
is no longer true today; as the Public Service 
Commission of this Region has taken over 
this important function. . At present, there 
is some doubt as to whether the appointments 
of electoral officers made under the 1960 
Regulations are valid. The provisions of 

·. 
" .. 
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[CHIEF AKINTOLA] .. 
· the 1960 Regulations conflict with the relevant 
constitutional provisions in so far as they 
purport to confer upon · the Governor powers 
expressly conferred by the Constitution on 
the Public Service Commission. According­
ly, this Bill seeks to rectify the posit,ion by 
substituting the words "appropriate authority" 
for the word "Governor" wherever it occurs 
in the Regulations . . 

It is also necessary to amend some of the 
provisions of regulation 14 of the Regulations 
so as to place their meaning beyond reasonable 
doubt; experience has showp that there have 
been occasions when those· involved in the 
conduct of elections have had some doubt 
as to the correct interpretation of particular 
aspects of the provisions of the Law in 
regard to matters of routine administration. 

Other amendments to the 1960 Parliament­
ary Electoral Regulations have been. found 
necessary; for instance, · no provision at 
present exists for the appointment of such 

.. minor officials as Counting Clerks, Female 
Searchers, etc. It is proposed to amend 
Regulation 5 'to permit the appropriate 
authority to appoint these and such other 
officers, by whatever names they may be 
called, to exercise such functions as the 
Electoral Commission may prescribe. The 
Bill also seeks to amend Regulation 13 so 
that symbols registered under the Local 
Government Electoral Regulations, 1961, 
shall be deemed to have been registered under 
the Parliamentary Electoral Regulations. 
This arrangement would remove the necessity 
for making separate applications for the 

. registration of symbols for Parliamentary and 
Local Government Elections, particularly in 

' instances where a particular political party or 
, individual· wishes to retain the same symbol 

for the Parliamentary as well as Local 
Government Elections. 

Regulations 61 and 70 are to be revoked 
since they are no longer necessary in view of 
the fact· that adequate provisions already . 
exist under section 15 (ii) and 16 (i) (a) of 
the Constitution of this Region. The Constitu­
tion empowers the Electoral Commission 
to direct and supervise the registration. of 
voters · and the conduct of elections to this 
House. Similarly, the Constitution provides 
that the High Court of Justice· of this Region 
::;hall have original jurisdiction to hear and 
determine questions of validity of elections to 
this House. 

Having explained the purj,ose of this Bill, 
I hope that this honourable House will give 
it a unanimous Second Reading and its 
blessing. 

... 

The Parliamentary Secr etary to the 
Ministry of Agriculture and N a tu ral 
Resources (Alhadji Z. A. Opal eye): I rise 
to second. 

Question proposed. 

Mr B. Olowofoyeku '(Ilesha Urban · 
West): The hon. Premier assured us ·that 
this Hill is sh01:t and not controversial. Now, 
we agree that the Bill is short all right, but 
we do not agree that it is not controversial. 
When I say that the Bill is a controversial one, 
I do not refer to the particular provisions 
contained in the :Bill. I · refer to .the piece- . 
meal manner in which the Bill has been 
brought to this House. I do n0t know 
whether the Premier is too busy to bring a 
comprehensive Bill about elections into . the 
House of Assembly, or whether the Attorney­
General of the Region is too busy to help him, 
but I must say that this Bill, as it stands, is 
useless for the purpose of conductin·g . any 
election to this House. · 

The Premier referred us to section 15 {i) 
of th~ Constitution· of this Region.. -;,\ccord­
ing to that section, every constituency 
established under section 14 of the Constitu­
tion shall return to the House of Assembly 
one member who shall directly be elected in 
such a manner as may be prescribed by the 
Legislature of this Region~ So, from the 
1st October, 1960, Mr Speaker Sir, any 
election to this honourable House must be · 
conducted in a manner prescribed by this 
Legislature. No election conducted into 
this House under the principle~ of existing 
regulations will be valid. 

The Premier: That 1s why we l1.re 
passing· this Bill. 

Mr Olowofoyeku: Mr Speaker Sir, in ; 
order to validate future elections to thi s 
House, he has brought ·this Bill irito this . 
House, but what we are saying is that 
we are reminding the Premier that he is 
being paid by the people of tliis Region in 
order to serve them and, in serving the 
people of the Region, he should not shirk ,his 
duty: he should do it 'vvholeheartedly; · 
it is his duty to bring a. comprehensive and 
all-inclusive Bill to this House. How do we 
pass a Bill; a Parliamentary Bill, which tries 
to amend a Regulation or to improve an 
Order in Council? I think, Mr Speaker ,Sir, 
that this is anachronistic. If we can amend 
an Ord_er in Council by a Bill, ·then what can 
prevent another Order in Council amending 
this Bill? S() we do not know exactly where 

'we are . . I think Mr Speaker Sir, that the 
honourable Premier should take a warning 



~ - .. 
- ---~---~------,--:-.--

--.·--=--

79 Parliamentary Electoral Regulations 30TH MARCH, 1962 (Amdt.) Bill- Second Reading 80 

.[MR OLOWOFOYEKU] Moreover, Sir, Clause 4, Regulation 5 (i) 
and throw away this Bill ~nd bring to t11is states . that such Returning Officers, Polling 
House another Bill which will contain nil Officers and Assistant Polling Officers should 

· the Regulations on the conduct of elections be appointed by the appropriate authority. 
into this House. · · If the Government wants to claim champion­

ship of democratic government, such Return­
ing Officers, Assistant Returning Officers and 
Polling Officers should be appointed from 
among the University students (Daushter). · 

Mr Speaker Sir, I would like the Govern­
ment to know that we are very serious on 
this -point. . This is not the ·first time that 
we have had · the ·unpleas:mt exp'criencc of 
·passing a Biil in this House and going 

· outside- to find members of this House saying 
that the l.aw so passed was ultra vires. Mr 
Speaker Sir; I refer to the recent amendment 

- to the High Court Law which has been 
attacked by the former Attorney-General, 

- Chief F. R. A. Williams, successfully in the 
High Court of this Region. He attacked the 
Law and he said that it was ultra vires, and the 
Court agreed with him. 

(Opp.osition Benches: Shame, shame.) , 

Mr ·speaker Sir, I ·have appraised the 
Attor:ney-General confidentially. He is aware 
of, it. ": This is not the . place for me to cite 
authorities._ · 

-.In brie( Mr Speaker, what we are saying is 
that . the Premier should be hard-working 
enough to bring another Bill 'into this House. 
Already, there has been a Bill which will be 
introduced very soon regulating the appoint­
ni.ent and selection of members of the House 
of Chiefs. That is the type of thing which 
we want in this House. In view of the fact 
that if even this Bill is pas~ed it is' going to be 

· useless in' view of the fact that it has no legal 
validity and that any election made under it 
stands the chance of being set aside, we must 
say that we on this side of the House do not 
want to waste our money in any election 
which will be set aside, thus taking us to 
the field again. So we are strongly appealing 
to· the Premier to take away and shelve this 

· Bill and bring a more comprehensive one. · ~ -

. Mr A. 0. Obadara (Ibadan North-West 
Suburban):· Mr Speaker, Sir, I have to 
corroborate with the last speaker on this 
side of the House who spoke a lof in opposing 
this Bill. 

Firstly, if we look and examine carefully, 
we shall notice that in clause 3 (4) (a) by 
deleting the word "Governor" and substitu­
ting "Appropriate Authority" it gives room: 
for the Action Group to annihilate their 

· political opponents. The aim of the party in 
power is to appoint ex-prisoners, organising 
secretaries and cruel and unkind chiefs as the 
appropdate authority. If this Bill is passed, 
particularly clause 3 (4), there should' be n0 
future elections which will be real and fair. 

Mr C. 0. Olaitan (Ilesha U:i:'ban East): 
May I know, hon. Premier, whether-in view 
of the fact that the hon. Member for Ilesha 
Urban West has suggested that this Bill, if 
passed into law, will contravene certain 
sections of the Constitution-whether the 
Premier will be obl'iged to withdraw the bill 
befoi·e the House? If the Premier agrees to 
withdraw the Bill and bring a comprehensive 
Bill, then this House will support the Bill. 
We like the Premier to give us an assurance 
that he would withdraw the Bill and bring 
a comprehensive Bill ,Interruptions). 

Mr Fani-Kayode: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
1 must say, Sir, in the ' first instance, that the 
wordings of the Constitution are quite clear. . -
The wordings say, ,Sir, that every constituency 
established under section 14 of the Constitu· 
tion shall return to the House of Assembly one 
member who shall be directly elected in such 
a manner as may be prescribed by the Legisla­
ture of this Region. In other words, Sir, 
the Law relating to elections m~st now be 
passed, not by any previous regulations, 
not by adaptations, but by regulations or laws 
made here. The same thing applies in 
respect of 16 (1) Sir. (Fire them! Fire them!) 
Now speaking for myself whether the Bill is 
passed or not'· is for the Government; . but, 
certainly, we · would not like to go to any . 
election and find that the Government Party 
has given loopholes to go back and upset any 
elections that we win. (Laughter). This 
might be the reason behind the big loophole 
in this Bill. 

Secondly, Sir, I have never seen. a much 
more slipshod work in all my life. Let us say 
that this is possible; let us say that, legally, 
it is possible to incorporate the details of the 
Regulations in the law; let us say that it is 
possible. I would have thought that a neat 
and clean job could have been for the Premier 
to come before this House with an entire 
Regulation, not by reference to somethitig 
that is within itself, but by a complete work; 
and I hope, Sir, that the Attorney-General 
would have been consulted, Sir, to advise the 
Premier to look into this matter. Take back 
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this rag- this -black rag""7'""because it is not 
more th<. n that. Take it back home. Let 
them do their home work as they should have 
done in the past before coming here; let them 
get a clean Bill before us, including all the 
laws necessary for future elections, and yve 
on this side of the House shall give them all 
our support. · · 

In fact, ,to be frank, Sir, if you ar.e going to 
understand what the Law is in future, you 
not only have to look at this Law, you have 
got to go and search back if it is possible at all: 
you. have got to go and get Regulations, put it 
b"es1de you, take this Law, put it beside you, 
scratch your head again, look at ·. the Regula­
tions again. That is for lawyers-Lawyers 
can do that. But when it comes to elections, 
Sir, I am sure, Sir, that every candidate would 
be a lawyer to see that he is complying 
completely with the requirements of the 
Law. Even not all Electonil Officers will 
be abie to appreciate the . difficulties; it. is 
difficult for them, Sir, to look at the contents 
of the Law in one single·sheet of paper, much 
less .paving to refer back to some previous 
Regulations and having to adjust both to make 
a meaning. I am suggesting, Sir, that the 
hon. the Premier should not feel as if he feels 
sore about withdrawing this Bill. I think 
the honourable thing for him to do, Sir, is 
to take it back, incorporate the whole thing 
into one single Bill and bring it to us. It 
will help us, it will help them; it will help 
all the Electoral Officers. Apart from. the 
legal issues, it is much more expedient. . ' 

The _ Premier: Mr Speake~, one of 
Shakespeare's plays is entitled "Much Ado 
About Nothing". (lnt!'rruptions). Mr 
Spe<iker, Sir, we have been treated to Much 
Ado· About , Nothing. I understand the 
contention of the hon. leader of the Opposi­
tion: the whole of the Regulations and of the 
provisions governing elections should be 
brought together to the floor of this House 
and passed as such. But may I invite 
the attention of the hou Member to the frst 
section itself-section 1. It says that this 
Law may be cited as the ' Parliamentary 
Electoral (Amendment) Law, 1962, and shall 
be read and · construed as one with the 
Parliamentary Electoral Regulations, 1962, 
which means that all the provisions of 
the Elcctorol R gulntions of 1960 nrc heing 
embodied in the Law (Interruptio11s). We 
are perfectly at liberty to study carefully 
Regulations for 1960 to which obvious 
references have already been made in this 
House. May I remind this honourable 
House that if we pass this, .. and they are going 
to challenge it outside, the legal encounter 

will never last. (Interruptions). . If you dare 
go to Court on . any Bill here, I shall not get 
legal advice from the Action Group only : 
I shall tap the best brains on the other side 
of the House. · 

After all, -it is said that old . friends are 
bette'r than new. (Interruptions). All we 
intend to do here is to. be able" to regulate 
the holding of elections. And may I promise 
my Friends, especially the learned Leader of 
the Opposition, that if this Bill is passed >ve 
shall seize the earliest possible opporttinity 
t? consolidr.te all the laws dealing' with elec­
tions; and I promise that by the time we sit 
again, next sitting, I shall bring consolidated 
lm..,·s on elections up to date. (Interruptions). 

Well, as · half bread is better than ~one, 
I hope that my Friends will accept this. 
My hon. good Friend on that side of the 
House did not understand the meaning of 
"prescribed authority". I am quite sure 
that my learned Friend is too high a man :to 
be approached by him. l-Ion. Obadara .'\vas 
at a loss as to what the meaning of''prescribed 
authority" was. If he cannot consult the real 
la~yer on. the other side of the House,.J: ~am '· 
qmte sure that my hon. friend, hon. Oputa- . 
Otutu, a sympathetic "Q.C.", will be available 
to help him. (Laughter). · 

Question put and agreed to. 
Bill accordiugly read a Second time and 

committed to a Committee of the iuhole House. 
Bill immediately considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee). 
Clauses 1 to 12 agreed to. 
(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair). 

Bill reported without amendment. 
Motion made ant[ question· proposed, That 

the Bill be read. the Third time and rassed. 

Mr Fani-Kayode: Mr Speaker, Sir, we 
did not discuss the provisions of this particular 
Bill because we have opposed the introduction 
of the Bill itself. But, a few clays ago, I 
think, the Government assured members of 
the public that there will be no .increase in 

·the deposit which is to be made by candidates 
for elections. I hope, Sir, that the Premier 
will assure this House that there will be no 
increase in the deposits. I would like to have 
a confirmation in this House. 

The Pr~miet:: As far as the present 
Bill is concerned, it does not contain any· 
pr9vision,s for any increase. (Interruptions). · 
There was an error in the original one and a 
correction has been made; instead of . £100 
it still remains at £25. Well, that is as far 
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, as we are concerned; whether it is 'going to 
be increased in future or not, I do not lmow. 
Under the Law, as it is now, we do not 
contemplate increasing the fees, and if the 
fees a.re to be increased in future, that will be 
a matter to be taken up afresh. 

~ understand the \Vrong copies have 
,gon"'G ·'to the Opposition. May I ' say that, 
even if we made it £100, we shall consider 
ourselves · as being in line with what 
obtains in other parts of this country. It is 
£ 100 on the other side of the Niger. (Opposi-
t'ion Benches: Why should you follow their 
footsteps?). We are not following their 
footsteps, Sir .. But if we choose to do so, in 
future, it is because we do not want to insult 
the hon. Member for Ikeja . . The hon. 
Men'lber for Ikeja is as wealthy as, ~nd as 
prospt:rous as, any of his . counterparts in 
the Eastern Region. (Interruptions). Why 
should the deposit of £25 be paid by the 
Leader o£ the Opposition here when he 
cont:ests .elections, while his counterpart in 
the Eastern Region pays £100? Well, in 
future, we shall consider that; but in the 
n{eantime, it is only £25. 

Mr Fani-Kayode: I would like to 
correct one error, Sir. It is __ very nice to 
have a smile about this kind of thing. We 
cari concede to Government that they can 
gC)vern by mistakes, but I refuse to agree 
that they' can legislate by errors. In future, 
I hope the Government will be nmch careful 
in the presentation of Bills. They have 
n1.isled us-I do not say deliberately-but 
they 'have misled us · here, and I am certain 
that there ·are some l\!Iembers on the other 
side of the House who agree with me. · 

Question put and agreed to. 
Bill accordingly read the Third · time and 

jJassed. 
Sitting suspended at 10.35 a.m . . 
Sitting resumed at 11.45 a.m. ' 

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE 
Motion for an Address 

Adjourned Debate on Question (28th March): 

"That an humble Address be presented 
·to His Excellency the Governor in. the 
following terms:- · · 

This House· expresses its loyal and 
. ,dutif~l thanks to Your Excellency for the 
·most gracious Speech addressed to both 
Houses of the Legislat.ure; 

And that this Address, be formally 
presented by the Leader of the House 
and the Mover of the J\1otion". 

Question again proposed. 

Mr J~ L . Tifa~e (Ondo North-East 1): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, in rising to support the 
Motion of Thanks to the Governor for his 
Speech from the Throne, I am happy, Sir, 
to congratulate the Governor for his most 
comprehensive nntl very able Speech. 

Sir, it is particularly ·interesting to note 
that the Governor, in the course of his Spe~ch, 
has been able to make mention of his Govern­
ment's 1962-68 Development Plan which 
will involve a total sum of £240 million, and 
which will commence during the · next 
financial year. , This gigantic development 
plan will no doubt be the last stage of the 
Government's plan to transform the Region 
into a welfare state. 

Sir, although Nigeria has achieved her 
national freedom, yet we still have to work 
hard to achieve our economic freedom. And 
I think, Sir, that one way of throwing off this 
economic bondage is the doctrine of austerity 
measures which we have accepted in the 
Region today. ·· . .· · 

It will be no exaggeration, Sir, if] say that 
the introduction of the austerity measures in 
the_ Region is a practical demonstration of 
th~ Action Group's political ideology of 
democratic socia1ism. (Hear! Hear!") There­
fore, Sir, it will be our prime purpose and 
objective to propagate and practise beliefs 
and ideals throughout the country so as to' 
safeguard, not only' the future 'of this country, 
but also the future of mankind. I therefore 
welcome the proposed cut in the salaries of 
the Premier, Ministers, Parliamentary Secre­
taries and Legislators. (Interruptions) This, 
Sir, will certainly prove their sincere and 
selfless service to "the people of this Region 
and the country. 

Sir, I also congratulate the Government for 
its intention to review its Forest Policy. 
I strongly believe, Sir, that the time has come 
when this Government must have a dynamic 
Forest Policy which will help to preserve the 
security of Government Forest · Estates, and 
also check the reckless exploitation of 
economic trees in. the Region. (Hear! Hear!) .. 

I am also very happy, Sir, that during the 
coming financial year the Gpvernment will 
establish a cocoa industry in the Region. 
I would like to suggest that this industry, _. 
Sir, should be sited in Ondo Province which 
is · the largest cocoa . growing area in the 
Region. 

It has become necessary ir. the Midwest, 
in view of the frequent political disturbances 
there, to strengthen the machinery of law and 
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order in the area so that this Government 
may be . able to check extra-legal activities of 
certain reactionary elements in the area. 

With these few remarks, .Sir, I support. 

Mr A. A. Babayemi (Egba North-West): 
In supporting the Motion of Thanks to His 
Excellency the Governor for his inspiring 
Speech from the Throne, I must first 
comment on the ambitious development 
programme outlined by the Government. 

· This programme is a commendable one, and 
I am sure that its implementation cannot but 
result in appreciable and desired rise in the 
living standards of our people. · 

It is, therefore, right, Sir, that in securing 
the vital capital necessary for the attainment 

. of this end, the . Government should seek, 
by various means, to cut down its expenditure 
and to save all that it can for the smooth and 
efficient rur;ming of the Region-hence this 
austerity. 

,It is ther.efore right that all those who have 
the progress .. of this Region at heart should 
stipport the Government in this noble and 
great effort. I am happy, therefore, to 
inform Members on the opposite side of the 
House that we on this side of the House are 
prepared l)y practical examples to make 
sacrifices in order to achieve this task of 
nation- building and the development which 
the \Vestern Regional Government has made 
its prime concern. (Interruptions). 

The Government deserves praise ancl 
congratulations for what it is doing to provide 
water supply in this Region. May I state, 
at this stage, that there are still some 
areas in Opeji, !mala and Ikereku Council 
areas ·without adequate water supply. We 
hope that the Gove:·nm~nt will not neglect 
these areas in the provision of rural water 
supply. .. 

It is the policy of the Government to 
develop medical health services in this 
Region. My people in Egba Division have 
realised the advantage of Medical Health 
Services an_d, as such, I am seizing this 
opportunity to remind the Government that 
irwould be highly appreciated if the following 
pressing needs of the Egbas could be 
provi~ed:-

(1) An up-to-date hospital for Abc;okuta. 

(2) A Blood Bank. 

(3) A Radiologist, a Radiographer, a 
Laboratory Technician, and ti.'lore Medical 
Officers . and Nurses for the General 
Hospital, Abeokuta. 

With these, Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr F; Ebubedike (Badagry East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, . I rise to support the lVIotion of 
Thanks for the Speech from the Throne' 
delivered by I-Iis Excellency the Governor of 
Western Nigeria, Sir Adesoji Aderemi, 
K.C.M.G., IC.B .E. 

The Speech was impressive .- and ably 
delivered, and his experience in administra­
tion has been manifested therein. N ever­
theless, 'with what obtains all over the r(ecrion 

. 0 • 

one would be forced to doubt the sincerity 
of ·the Government in carrying out th,e plan~ 
so ably put to this honourable House by 
the Governor. . 

In January this year we wl:!re called to a 
meeting where the Premier outlined the 
austerity measures proposed by this Govern- · 
ment. Members gladly accepted it, and the 
Leader of Opposition proposed that a . 
committee be set up to advise on .the use of 
the funds accruing from this meastire. But 
since this Session started three Bills have been , 
passed and we find that ·the funds of the 
austerity 'measures were- just a matter of 
robbing Peter to pay Paul. Offices have been 
created to provide jobs for the Action Group 
good "boys" instead of the proposed economic 
development. This creating of new posts 
wbich shall cost the tax-payers not less than 
£1 million per yetu· is the foundation of our 
Austerity de luxe . 

His Excellency has made ~n appeal for 
co-operation for the Census-(Interruptions) 
-and this, in fact, is a· burning issue in the 
mind of every sincere nationalist. I still 
believe that ·the former census which was 
planned by the imperialists had its faults and 
was designed to place one Region over tfl.e 
others. If the census is carefully and 
properly conducted, and local leaders taken 
into confidence, the result shall prove me 
right. It should not be made a party issue. 

' ' 
Coming to development, the Region claims 

to be leading the · other Regions · of the 
Federation; but how can one reconcile this 
issue when it is clear that certain areas in the 
Region have not been considered in the 
distribution -of amemttes and indu.strial 
development? (Interruptions). It is the duty 
of the Government to provide employment 
by means of these industries and agricultural · 
projects; but check up and you will find that, 
even in the schemes, employment becomes a 
means of party membership campaign. Farm 
settlement is a pointer. 

Education has been the scheme uppermost 
in the plans of all the Governments of 
the Federation. The Regional Government 
xs lucky to have somebody of Dr S. D. 
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Onabamiro's calibre in the Ministry of 
· E ducation. He was formerly in the NCNC 
· and cri.icised the Government. Today h e 
·h as carried all the ideas · which he gathered 
from the NCNC to the Action Group ~nd 
he is now improving the· sche.me ?f ed~ca~lOf,l· 
The co-ordination of educatwn 111 N1gena 1s 
very important,' as elementary school leavers 
frorh the West are being looked down upon 
in the Federal Territory in employment and 
other ·aspects. 

We are hearing of · Technical Education, 
but in the Colony Province no Technical 
Institute has been established. The teachers 
from Badagry East who want to enter the 
Advanced Teacher Training College have 
been asked to apply to Ondo, despite the 
nearness of Ijebu-Ode which is also a centre. 
How can one im.agine having toJeave Colony 
P ~:ovince to go all that far! 

. Coming to the question of trade and 
industry, I have to say that the. .soo?er 
foreign firms are stopped frcim part1c1pat111g 
in retail trade, the better. The Government 
should consider the change in the relationship 
of these big foreign firms and the Nigerian 

· public and, in co-operation with the Federal 
Government, save the public from the _loss 
they are suffering through Bire Purchase and 
Insurance . (Interruptions). The Bills on 
these two important issues should be reviewed 
and public interest be guarded. The 
G overnment must do something in this 
.direction to protect Nigerians. , Industries 
sponsored by the Government shoul~ be 
evenly located in the Region. (Interruptwns). 

Before I go on, . I have to appeal to the 
G overnment that, in my constituency, almost 

.. everybody is a fisherman. I appeal to this 
·G overnment to consider the institution of a 
fishery industry in Badagry East. I ha~,re 
also, at this stage, to thm1k the Government 
fo r est ablishing a Secondary Grammar 
School in my constituency; but, nevertheless, 
we are still in need of more. 

With these I beg to support. 

Mr R . 0 . · Areola (Ekiti South-East): 
· I rise to sup.poit the Motion of Thanks to 

His Excellency, Sir Adesoji Aderemi, for his 
Speech from the Throne and to congratulate 
his Government .on the thought-out plans 
for ·the educational, . social and economic 
development of Western Nigeria. I am 
particularly impressed by the following 

·aspects of the Speech:-

Austerity 'Measures.- These measures, 
designed to curb wasteful spending and to 
husba~1d carefully the revenue of the Region 

·. 
so as to enable Government to carry .out its 
revised 1962-68 Development Plan, are a 
bold step which orily a selfless Government, 
determined to seek the well-being of the 
electorate at the expense of its own comfort~ 
able living, could have taken. The readiness 
and the complete unanimity with which both 
sides of this House embrace these measures 
point to the fact that the ·Government has 
moved in the right direction. There is no 
doubt, Sir, that some of these measures will 
pinch, others will wound, and a few will 
actually bite sharply those of us who are 
called upon to make these sacrifices, but 
it is a noble endeavour honestly and conscien­
tiously made by an honest and well-meaning 
Government whose first consideration is 
the welfare of the people of Western Nigeria. 
The Governm.ent, like in many other things, 
has set a pace for the other Governments of 
the Federation to follow, and given' to the 
people an example which is better than a· 
precept. Every honest citizen of Wes~ern 
Nigeria sh.ould be prepa:ed. to make some 
sacrifice, however small, 1f, 111' the words of 
His Excellency, "we are to build a Western 
Nigeria of which we can be proud". 

The unemployment problem.- The Govern~ 
ment should be congratulated on the steps 
it intends to take to reduce unemployment in 
Western Nigeria . .. The steps include the 
improvement in agricultural technique and 
production, the farm se~tlement scheme, and 
the encouragement of poultry farming and 
fishery. Moreover, the Government intends 
to intensify its industrialisation policy to 
include the establishment of viable rural 
industries. This will reduce very consider-

. ably the present trend of a movement of 
population from the countryside to the big 
towns. To all these attempts must be added 
Government's wish to co-operate with the 
other Governments of the Federation to 
wrest the retail trade from· alien hands. 

Secondary education.-The Government is 
to be congratulated on its activities to make 
Secondary Education a living institution . in 
Western Nigeria. One is impressed by the 
untiring efforts .of the Government not only 
to aid Secondary Grammar Schools and 
Teacher Training Colleges financially . but 
also to help in the search for qualified staff. 
In this great work of nation-building, I must 
here pay a , great tribute to the Voluntary 
Agencies, most of whom are religious 
dencrninations, who, in addition to training 
and improving the mind, are greatly concer~e~ 
with the nurturing of the soul. T he .AJayl 
Commission · of Inquiry, looking into the 
question of fees in T eacher T raining Colleges 
and Secondary Grammar Schools, s~ems to 
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have blurred some people's sense of justice 
and fairplay and tended to make them look 
upon Voluntary Agencies as a thing to be 
hated rather than a friend and benefactor 
to be loved and honoured. Some people 
seem ' to misunderstand the Government's 
aim in instituting the Inquiry, which, I 
believe, is ·to find a norm or standard by 
which fees · can be charged either in the 
'whole Region or in specific areas 6f it. The 
question is one of standardisatibn of fees, 
and I am sure that, without the support and 
full co-operation of the Voluntary Agencies, 
the Ajayi Commission cannot achieve much. 

Road Development.-The Government 
deserves to be commended for its road 
programme in Western Nigeria which has the 
best roads in the Federation of Nigeria. 
The Trunk A and B roads joining together 
the big towns of the Region having been all 
tarred, the roads leading from big towns to 
feeder towns and villages· should take pre­
cedence over Government's projected pro­
gramme of road strel)gthening. Such roads 
exist in Ekiti. 

Electricity Developi1ient.-The supply of 
electricity to rural areas is a blessing for which 
the Government should be patted on the back. 
The Ijero ~cheme is a case in point, even 
though one · would like to see a change that 
will make an all-night lighting possible in 
the town instead of the present arrangement . . 
The introduction of electricity to rural areas 
will reduce night roguery which is a constant 
feature of a village life, and increase producti­
vity, especially of women who can work more 
hours after night-fall. 

Mr Fani-Kayode: Can we have an 
explanation of "women working more hours 
after night-fall?" 

Mr~ Areola: Where women light their 
lamps -and after a few hours their eyes are 
weak, they have to give up hope of working 
further; but, with the introduction of 
electricity they would be able to work 
longer' hours. (Laughter from all sides). . 

· ) .. 

Rural Water Supply.-The Government's 
~ater supply scherpe, especially in rural areas, 
1s welcome to thousands of our people living 
in rural areas. The local communities are 
wishing and able to co-operate with the 
Government in executing the scheme. I 
wish the Ikole-Aiyedun water scheme, lor:ig 
begun but slow in execution, be given 
priority this coming financial year. 

Health · Scheme.- Even the most cynicr 
of all cynics . will not fail to appreciate th 
efforts which .this Government is makin ; 
to improve the health of the pe~ple. Amon. 
other things, the Government · has built . 
General Hospital in each of all the Division 
?f We~t~rn Nigeria, several cottage hospital 
m addltwn, and now the establisriment of 
school of Hygiene and Health Auxiliaries i 
being contemplated to prove conclusive] 
Government's determination to see a greate 
proportion of the people of Western Nigeri 
protected against diseases. · The Ikol 
Methodist Maternity Hospital so muc; 
needed arid used by the people could b 
developed into a General Hospital joint} · 
owned by the Government and that Missio 
to further this health schern.e. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, with these I beg t 
support. · 

Rev. M. I. Edeki (Afenmai West II): M 
Speaker, Sir, I am supporting the Motion c. 
Thanks for the Speech from the Throne an 
I have the following comments to make. 

The Speech from the Throne has most abl 
outlined Government's Development plan 
for the coming year in pursuance of its polic 
of a welfare State, and in consonance wit! 
the principles of democratic socialism. Th 
purpose of · Government is to enabl~ ali it 
citi;;~x;s to live more abundantly'by- providin, 
factbttcs for trade and employment, educatio , 
and transport no les~ than he~llth service~ 
which have been and are. going to be the pivo 
of the activities of the Western NiO'eri 
Government as has been indicated ina th 
Speech. · 

. The bold austerity measures announce• 
by the Premier not long ago are ·proof positiv 
of the ambitions of the members of th 
Government Party to make personal sacrifice 
in . the interest of the economic develop 
ment of this most go-ahead Region i; 

' the Federation of Nigeria. Unlike . "othe 
Governments who talk .of austerity and ar 
half-hearted iri their approach to it, th 
Government of Western Nigeria has come ou 
with concrete and comprehensive m easures OJ 

which its leaders have got to be congratulated 
But the Six-Year Development Plan, OJ· 

account of which we 'have. made sacrifice: 
must be prosecuted with all vigour, and it 
influence must be felt in urban as well a· 
rural areas. Industrial ·. estatr;s should b1 
established in the Midwest and the proposn 
for the establishment of viable small scal1 
runil industries is most welcome. 

The provision made for agricultm~al devel 
oprhcnt in the said plan is praiseworth' 
since agriculture is the · mainstay of ou·; 
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. economy. The need for more farm settle­

. ments especially' in the rural areas cannot be 
over-e1"!lphas~sed. 

' The re-nfforestation schemes mentioned in 
the Speech imty be furthered by checking the 
indiscriminate bush burning that iS a sensorial 
Ceaturc of the countrysidl!, with devastating 
effects on forest ·resources and the fertility of 
farmlands. 

Education is the spring from which the 
plant of national life is watered, and any 
nation whose educational s.ystem is devoid of 

. teachers of the requisite · qualifications and 
training cannot grow into its full stature. 
The l)lans calculated to intensify teacher­
training ~1re therefore most welcome. But 
in order to ensure that secondary education 
is of the desired standard, especially in the 
voluntary sector, the so-called RegulatiGn 17 
.-Post-Secondary Scholarships-must be 
considerably i.ncreased. I hope something 
good will accrue from the Ajayi Commission; 
.but the Government, in order to ensure that 
the benefit of the secondary granm1ar school 
education is received by all children, should 
expand its programme for post-primary 
scho4rship and give financial assistance in 
a' less niggardly fashion to students who, 
because of sudden or unexpected adverse 
changes in their parents' economic conditions, 
may; be unable to complete their courses 
without such aid. 

The criticism often levelled against African 
education is generally that it is too literary. 
In the light of this, one would suggest that 
the teaching of ' Science in all Grammar 
School~ should be encouraged by more 
liberal grants towards the building of labora­
tories and that the education acquired in 
these institutions be given some technical 

· bias through · the provision of workshops. 
A m01'e liberal policy than at the moment, 
governing the opening and running of 
secondary Grammar Schools in rural or 

· under-schooled areas, must be dispassionately 
examined by the Government. 

Last year I ·described here in this House·, 
·the p9or road facilities that existed in my 
com'tituency, Ivbiosakon District. I would 
like to say that the position has. not changed 
much, although the tarring of the Ifon­
Sabongid.da road has been started, for which 
the Government is to be thanked. It is 
hO\vever the unanimous wish of my people 
that this road should ultimately be tarred 
as far as to Auchi through Afueze and Seb~. 
It is also high time thanhe Sebe-Ogbe-Otwa­
Uzebba ·• road, ·Otwa:.Afuze road and 
Sabongidda-Ekpoma road should be tarred. · 

I ask that the inhabitants of Ivbiosakon 
District should not be forgotten in the 

, distribution of such amenities as cottage 
hospitals, pipe-borne water supplies and 
rural electrification !3chemes. 

In conclusion, · I would like to indicate a 
subject which -should earn an . honourable 
mention in the Speech frorn the Throne next 
year. I had the privilege of being a member 
of the Parliamentary delegation which the 
Government sent to some European countries 
last year. From our prqctical .. study of the 
working of parliamentary democrf.lCY in ot~1er 
places we discovered the truth in the dictum 
that "constitutions are made for the people 
and not the other way round" .' The point 
I however want to make is this. The walls 
and the halls of all the parliamentary buildings 
vve saw are decorated with paintings and status 
of illustrious citizens. In Oslo, especially, 
we visited the National Park, the Folk 
Museum (where w~ saw a church and living 
houses more than 500 years old), the Viking 
ships Museum, stocked principally with ships 
used by the Vikings over 1,000 years ago in 
their long voyages of discovery and plunder, 
the Kon-Tiki Museum and ·the Nansen . 
Museum. In Stockholm ~ve visited, among 
other places, the Skansen (something like· a 
National Park), the wreckage· of a seventeenth 
century wa~shi,p (Vasa) and . the 
Valdcrmarsudde Museum. And, of course, 
no visit to London is complete without calls .· 
at the Tower and 'l\!Iadam Tausaud's. 

European cities must be praised for writing 
their history in marble and paint, in which 
respect Parliaments and Municipal Councils 
in Africa ought to imitate them. I hope that 
the time will soon come when the walls of 
this House will cease to · be bare. The ' 
paintings and statues of illustrious sons and 
daughters of the Region must be seen every­
where. 

The current vandalism in Nigeria in 
connection with primitive works of art and 
objects of hi~torical interest must be checked 
at once. More museums must be built in 
the Region so as to stimulate general interest 
in our past imd proyide tourists with places 
of call. Finally, plans ought to be made for 
a national park in Ibadan. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to supp9rt. 

Mr V. I. Amadasun (Benin West I): 
The Speech from the Throne, as delivered by 
the Governor, Sir Adesoji Aderemi, K.c.M.G., 
K.B.E., is watery and full of unnecessary 
re "~etitions of promises which are never 
fulfilled· for example, the establishment 
of far~ settlement, Housing Corporation 
Scheme, and the building of technical Sch~ols 
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in the Midwest. These schemes have, up 
to date, not been introduced in the Midwest 
area of the present VVestern Region of Nigeria. 
Therefore it is not true, as the Governor has 
stated in the Speech, that it is the policy of ' 
the Government to promote the well-being 
of the people of this Region. 

Tlw sacrifice which was demanded from 
the Ministers, Parliamentary Secretaries, 
Legislators and Civil Servants of \Vestern 
Region is excessive and hellish, in that the 
Premier of the Western .. Region announced 
his Government au~telity measures hastily 
in order to score party political points, with 
the result that his measures do not fall in 
conformity with the measures of the other 
Governments of the Federation. The 
Federal, Northern an<;! Eastern Regional 
Governments of the Federation only allowed 
a ten per cent deduction of austerity from 

· the l\!Iinisters' and Legislators' salaries, 
whilst.in the West, in addition to the ten per 
cent deduction, the hitherto poor basic - car 
allowance, plus other allowances, were affected 
by · the Western Region austerity measures. 
Mr · Sp~aker, Sir, your own salary was also 
affected. Judging from the high· standard of 
impartiality in the execution of your onerous 
duties, it would have been reasonable that 
your salary was not affected. If the austerity 

, measures had dfected only the Ministers and 
Legislators, that could have been enough; 
but, far from this, Sir, th~ salaries and 
allowances of the humble, honest and dutiful 
civil servants of the \Vestern Region were also 
acrccted, whereas their counterparts under 
the other Regional Governments of the 
Federation ·were in no way adversely affected. 

· I hereby call on the Civil Servants of the 
\Vest to present a united front against the 
excessive austerity measures of the \Vest in 
order to present to posterity an heritage of 
contented and efficient Civil Service. 

I say all these with great regret, especially 
on the consideration of the fact that the 
Premier of the Region took the Leader of 
Opposition and my poor self into confidence, 
not in matters of details, before announcing 
his obnoxious austerity measures. There­
fore, Mr Speaker, the saying of the Governor 
is by no means true, that by the austerity 
measures of the West, prosperity could be 
got through austerity. This is ,just equal to 
saying that Heaven could be reached hy 
going through the gate of Hell! 

. Much e~phasis has in the past been 
placed by His Excellency on the need for 
diversification of the farm settlement scheme 
to all parts Of the Region and the encourage­
ment of small scale industries and the 

promotion of Co-op:;: rative Societies' activities 
all·over the Region. It will be surprising for · 
the Speaker to note that thousands of pounds · 
have been sunk into the coffers of the C.S.A. , 
(Co-operative Supply Association) 6f the 
Western Region for which the Minister of 
'I'rade and Industry has never demanded an . 
account of how the grants have been utilised 
by the C.S.A. I have it from a very reliable 
source that a major proportion of these grants 
has been diverted into private dishonest 
hands. · An enquiry is needed. I am sorry 
that Mr Adeyi is not here; or is he here? 

Government Bench: Mr Adeyi is h ere. 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member ·should 
speak to the Ministers and Members of this 
House and not members outside the f iouse. 
(Inte1-rupt£ons) . 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Fina nce (Mr D. K. Olumofin): 
Point of orger. 

Opposition Benches: 
down. 

Sit down ; sit 

Mr Amadast.in: It is said, Sir, in the 
Speech from the Throne, that efforts are 
being made by the Govern111:ent of this 
Region to establish. a technical school or 
college in the Midwest, a college which will 
begin at an early date. The early d.ate may 
meari tomorrow, which never comes. · I know 
for certain, Sir, that provisions were inser ted 
in previous Estimates for the establishm ent 
of a Technical College at Benin. A site was 
provided for this College, but the Technicaf 
College meant for Benin has. now been 
built at Oshogbo, ~md in the ensuing year 
two Technical Colleges will be buil t at 
Oyo and Owo, all in the Y oruba section of 
the Region. This unfair distribution of 
technical education facilities does no credit 
to the much-heard-of saying that the 'S{i/estdn 
Regional Government is noted for its high 
standard of equitable distrib~tion of am_<:!nities. · 

rl'he Speech from the Throne is verbose­
in fact, the longest speech ever delivered by a 
Regional Governor-and watery, in . that 
some vital matters of great national import.­
ance were omitted. For instance, Sir, . 
His Excellency could have made mention . of 
the impending creation of the Midwest 
State. The Motion for the · creation · of the · 
Midwest Region was first initiated in this 
House by Mr Showole, in 1955, praying the 
Queen of Great Britain , to . assent to the' 
creation of a Midwest State . . .In April 1961', 
a similar Motion was moved in the Federal 
Parliament requesting that a Midwest State 
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, be created; this Motion received the unanimity 
of both the Action Group, NCNC and NPC 
m embers of the Federal Legislature. This 
motion \vas on March: 22 moved again, 
owing to a technical error associated with the 
passage of the Motion in April · 1961; but 
because of the political inconsistency of the 
Action Group, this party opposed the Motion 
for which they had . previously registered 
unanimity, arid lost shamefully with 49 votes 

· to 214. It is true that we are parting, and 
there is no kind of parting that is pleasant. 
At any rate His Excellency could have made 
mention· of this impending parting of the 
Midwest from the rest of the Region in a 
friendly way. By the grace of God, and the 
popular wish of the people of the Midwest, 
-the Midwest State shall be created, and any 
person that m'ay take this vital issue to ~ourt 
does so at his own risk. 

Government Benches: Are you afraid 
of coui·t? 

• Mf: ·· Amadasun: Not at 
responsible for all I say here. 
warning. ' 

all. I am 
This is just a 

M r Speaker Sir, with . these remarks, 
I beg to support the Motion. 

· M r D. Atolagbe (Ekiti North·West I): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, ... I support the Motion of 
Thanks, to His Excellency for his comprehen­
sive address from the Throne to this Legisla­
ture a few days ago. And in doing so, Sir, 
I wish to pass a few remarks on some of 
the items contained in the address. 

. It is most gratifying that the Government 
has a plan to establish viable small scale rural 
industries for our people. Apart from the 
fact that this will place jobs in the hands of 
m.any, and the country enriched thereby, it 

· will also arrest the present tendency_of people- ­
·shifting from rural areas to urban areas in 
search of work and thereby leaving the rural 
areas g radually depopulated. 

Equally gratifying also is the ~ssurance of 
the Government, as revealed by the Governor 
in his Speech, to secure for Nigerian traders 
a great share of the nation's retail trade .. 
The practice of some big foreign firms 
competing with poor Nigerian small scale , 
retail traders is not only unsatisfactory, but 
also annoying. That the · Government took 
notice of this and has promised to come to 
the aid of the retail traders p roves again that 
the . Government has the .interest of the 
common people at heart. 

I congratulate the Government for its 
bold programme o'f road development which 
has been vigorously executed. Those who 

. have had the ·opportunity to travel far and 
wide in all the Regions of this country, as 
I have had the opportunity of doing, and _. 
compared the opportunity of travelling on 
tarred roads offered, w ,)Uld agree with me 
that the Government of the \Vest is indeed 
worthy of praise as it has by .far done more 
than the other Regions in that connection. 

Today, there is no Trunk E road in the 
West which has not yet been tarred. · In 
addition, all the important Provincial roads 
have also been tarred. One can safely say · 
that about seventy-five per cent of the 
inhabitants of the West live today in towns 
and villages which are 1;eached on tarred 
roads. It will be at least two decades more 
for the Eastern Region, and perhaps four 
more decades for the North, before they can 
reach the stage reached by the West today in 
the matter of road tarring. 'Whenever I 
travel in the West, and remember what the 
position was up to a decade ago, my her,rt 
gives thanks to God and to the Action Group, 
and I always feel proud that I am a Grouper. 
Of all the achievements of the Action Group, 
it is ·only the free Primary Education that 
can be compared with that of its road tarring 
in extent and importance. 

I pray that we all on both sides of this 
House may live long to see. more of the 
wonderful works of the Action Group. 

Mr Speaker, ..Sir, the Government has also 
made known in the Speech from the Throne ' 
its plans for extending electricity to more 
towns, supplying good water to more people, 
and endeavouring to meet more and more the 
needs of our people in the field3 of health and 
education. Aheady, this Government. has 
done more than any other in the Federation. 
Again; we all know that the Action Group 
never 1fails in its promises. What we all 
need to do, both the Government and· the 
Opposition is to ·support the laudable 
programmes of the Government as unfolded .. 
in the Speech from the Throne, and our 
progress will continue to set the pac~ for the 
other Regions in the Federation. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support . . 

Mr J. 0. Odigie (Ishan South·East): 
I rise to associate myself with those who have 
spoken in favour of the Speech from the 
Throne. I have to congratulate the Governor 
for bringing out in his Speech, in a way, the 
·achievements of the Government of this 
Region. Any right~thinking person will 
acknowledge that this Government has 
achieved much, even more than any other 
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Government in the whole of the Federation. 
Tho3e who could have read the six years plan 
of this Government will discover that the 
\¥estern Regional Government has been 
able to budget £240 million to be spent in 
the next six years against the £110 million 
of the East. Is this not a noble achievement? 
(Laughter). 

Now, it is a pride even for the Opposition 
to belong to the Western Region. A very 
big pride for that matter! We should have 
an honc~t intention. 

. Opposition Benches : What have they 
done in your constituency?_ 

M r Odigie : Oh! oh! this is because 
vou_ are i!!norant of what the Government is 
doing. I am congratulating the Western 
Government for what they have done for 
!shan Division. (Laughter). The Colonial 
or Imperial Government, during their days, 
were able to tar only 110 miles of road from 
Ibadan to Igbara-Oke. Immediately the 
then Western Government took over the 
tarring of roads was extended from there to 
Asaba ........ . (interruptions). In !shan; . my 
constituency, the second stage of water supply 
has set in, the first stage having cost £300,000. 
(Interruptions) . 

Mr Speaker: There have been too 
matiy interruptions since the hon. Member 
from Ishan started his speech, and a most 
unparliamentary language, "expatriate", has 
been used. Just now, one hon. Member 
said that the other Member naturalised in 
!shan. I will no ·more allow this un­
parliamentarY' language to continue please. 

Mr Odigie: Before the Western Govern­
ment came into existence in 1952, every part 

of my Division was . drinking pond water . 
Now you can travel to I shan and find the 
best and most palatable water distributed 
everywhere. I am sure you will be amazed 
to hear that a sum of £244,000 has been spent 
on bridges only within nine miles of road , 
and this is a very big achievement by this 
Government. You will not be surprised to 
hear that this Government has established a 
farm cent~e in' Ekpoma. You will not be 
surprised to hear that at Akoko-Edo 'an d 
Ewohimi there has been a total planting of 
4,000 acres of land qf palm oil, and employ­
ment has been given to not less than 2,000 
workers. This is a very good achievement of 
this Government; so that for Members of 
the Opposition to rise to point accusing fin ger s 
to the Government is ingratitude on their side . · 

The Motion for the creation of the Midwest 
State was .a Private Mem"ber's Motion, anu >the ' · 
Premier of the Region had pointed out that · 
the Government of yesterday is not the 
Government of today. The Government is 
not bound by that Motion, as theM otion -vvas 
never passed by the House of Chiefs, an d 
therefore it can never be called a Motion. 
How can the Western Government be 
committed over the question of the Midwest? 
It cannot help to wound this Region. If you 
are foolish enough to allow yourselves to b e 
split, well that is left to you. 

Further Debate stood adjourned till M c: nday, 
2nd April, 1962. 

ADJOUR NMEN T 

Motion made and question proposed, that 
the House do now adjourn . (Chief Odebiyi). 

Question put and agreed to . 

.(ldJourned accordingly at 12.52 p.m. until 
Monday, 2nd April, 1962, at 10.00. a.m. 
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WESTERN HOUSE OF 
ASSEMBLY 

MONDAY, 2ND APRIL, 1962 . 

(The HoJtSe met at 10.10 a.m.) 

. .• 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

VACANCIES 

M:r 'Speaker: Hon. Members, I have to 
announce the following vacancies which 

. · have occurred since the last Budget Session 
of the Legislature:-

The seat of hon. Chief J. 0. Fadahunsi, 
lVIember for Ilesha Rural South, who 

· resigned his seat to take ' up appoint~nt 
as Chairman qf the Nigeria Airways 
Corp0ration on 15th June, 1961; · 

. The seat of the hon. Chief G. Akiri~Delw, 
M ember . for Ondo North-East II and 
Minister ·of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources, ·who was appointed the ·West 
African Regional Representative of the 
Food and Agriculture Organisation of the 
United Nations with effect' from the 13th 
·of January, 1962; 

The seat of hon. B. Ojeniran, .. Member:. 
for . Oshogbo North II and Parliamentary 
Secretary· to the Minister of Works and 
Transport, who died after a short illness 
on 21st September, 1961. 

I sincerely hope and believe that hon. 
1\!Iembers will find it convenient to rise up 
with me .and pay our last respect in dead 
silence for one minute for the departed one. 
May his so.ul rest in peace. (The House rose 
£n silence accordingly). 

BUSINESS MOTION 

.Su spension of Standing Order 4 (2) 

The Leader of the House and Minister 
of Finance (Chief J. A. 0. Odebiyi): Mr 
Speaker Sir, I beg to move that Standing 
Order 4 (2) be suspended this day to allow 
the House to continue sitting after 1.00 p.m., 
if i1ecessary. 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

WESTERN NIGERIA DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN, 1962~68 , 

The Minister of' Economic Planning 
and Community Development (Oba C. D. 
Akran): Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
the lVIotion standing in my name: 

"That this House approve the proposals 
in the Vlhite Paper entitled '\Vestern 
Nigeria Development Plan, 1962-68' ." 
In the 1960 Budget Session of the Legisla­

ture, this honourable House adopted a 
quinquennial develqpment programme 
presented by me· 'entitled "\Vestern Region 
Development Plan, 1960-65" . · 

Before that plan' has had the opportunity 
to run its full course, a variety of factors have 
overtaken it. One of these factors, an event 
of nation-wide · significance, is an agreement 
reached by all the Governments of the 
Federation during one of the meetings of the 
National Economic Council that an· integrated 
National Plan covering the period 1962-68 be 
introduced. Implicit in this agreement was 
that the Plans of the Regional Governments 
would form parts of this National Pian. The 
primary intention here was that of creating a 
climate favourable for the attraction of 
international , sympathy, co-operation and 
assistm;ee in the implementation of the overall 
National Plan. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, 'at this point, I should 
like to draw attention to one feature which 
hon. Members would have noticed The. 
new Plan enc;mpasses, a six-year ·span (that 
is, 1962-68) as distinct from the conventional 
five-year term. In the judgment of the 
National Economic Council, a development 
programme of the magnitude of £670 million 
cannot conveniently be contained within a 
five-year plan period, -having regard partic­
ularly to the size of the foreign aid component 

. -likely to be available and to the size of capital 
that could be mobilised internally. Besides, 
other problems of finance might arise, for 
example, serious balance of payments diffi­
culties. This Government has accepted the 
advice of the National Economic Council, 
although it could efficiently have mobilised 
sufficient executive capacity to undertake its 
programme in five years. The point to note, 

The Attorney-General and Minister of · 
Justice (Chief S. 0. Ighodaro): I beg to 
second. 

however, is that the present Plan, unlike the 
1960-65 Plan which it replaces, covers a 
pcr·iod of six years·: · 

Now to the substance of the White Paper. 

Question proposed .. 

Question put and agreed to. 

In this connection, two questions may be 
asked: First, what are the goals and objectives 
of the Western Nigeria 1962-68 D7velopment 
Plan? And secondly, what wlll be the 
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gen~ral expectation of the people of the 
Region in the next six ·years- consequent 
upon the execution of the Plan? 

I:et me b~gin to answer these questions by 
statmg succmctly the objectives of the Plan. 
The first and· primary objective is to "increase 
production-both agricultural and industrial 
-so as to bring about a steady rise in income 
and in· the standard of living''. The second 
?bjective is to modernise agriculture and 

,mdustry. The third --is to accelerate the 
.~ diversification of the economy of the Region. _ 

· A large expansion of employment opportun­
ities in the Region is the fourth objective. 
The fi~th obj~ctive is the strengthening of _ 
the Commumty Development spirit as a 
me~iiu..rn of. fost.ering .-· economic progress,; 
w~llst the sixth IS the, strengthening of the 
pnvate sector of th~ economy. 

I am sure that hon. Members would wish 
me to elaborate on the six objectives which 
I have enumerated above. As I have ali·eady 
indicated, the first objective is to increase 
agricultural and industrial production so as 
to bring about a steady rise - in income and 
in the standard of living. The foundations 

·for achieving this objective were firmly laid 
in the 19 55-60 Plan. Under that Plan th'e . ' mam emphasis was on the provision of 
Social Overhead 'Capital which included . 
basic road systems, water and electricity 
supplies, universal primary education and 
improved · health facilities . . On this solid 
foundation it is now proposed (as in the now 
terminating 1960-65 Development - Plan), 
to mount a programme of increased agricult­
ural arid industrial production. Thus, of 
the total capital expenditure of £32.9 million 
in the 1955-60 Plan, 20 per cent was spent on 
agriculture, trade and industry; under the-: 
1960-65 Plan, where total capital expenditure 
was of the order of £68.3 million, 33 ,pcr cent 
w_as earmarked for agriculture, trade and 
industry; in the Plan now before this _House, 
hon. lY!embers will _ observe that primary 
production, trade and industry claim 48 
per cent. (Applause). · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, when I refer to increased 
production,' I mean a carefully-planned 
production. This : projected increase will 
make available to · the ordinary man and 
woman varied and better -quality foods of 
high protein value. Export crops will be 
increased, thus enhancing this Region's 
position as the Federation's foremost earner 
of foreign exchange by way of agricultural 
-products. More manufactured consumer 
goods will be made available to the people 
of this Region, but by way of import substitu­
tion, :lt economic costs. It will be seen, 

' I 

therefore, that the people of this Region have 
been set on the path to higher living standards. 
Indeed, during the Plan .period, the target is 
for an. annual rate of growth of 4 ~ to .5 per · 
cent, m real terms, of the aggregate incom e 
of the Region. _ -
. Our second objective in the next six yeai·s 
IS the modernisation of agriculture ·and 
industry. Mr Speaker, Sir, hon. lVIembei:s 
are fully aware ·of the new development in 
agriculture and farming technique which ·this 
Region has blazed forth . in the Federation 
n~mely, the Farm Institutes and Fa~ 
Settlements. Under the 1960-65 Develop­
ment Plan, five Farm Institutes and thirteen 
Farm Settlements have been established 
already. (APP_lau.se_). It is proposed to pur- · 
sue a full and· JUdtcwus development of these 
and to increase the number of Farm Settle­
ments. 

Other ~ffective mcasures.are also envisaged 
for the. Improvement of the techniques of 
productiOn of both food and cash crops. 
The general downward trend in the price of 
our principal export crops demands that 
increased output in this area should be 
predominantly-by way of increased · producti­
vity, that is to say, by way · of improved 
efficiency in the use of factors of production. 
Special · attention is being devoted to the 
introduction of more modern agricultural 
equipment suitable to local conditions. 
Thus, the hydraulic hand-press, tJ::l.e improved 
nut-cracker, new tractors and implements a 
more modern variety of the rice-thresher a~d 
winnower, and cassava grater are being · 
introduced. Research is also being carried, 
out into possible modifications of oUJ:· indige­
neous small farm tools. To this end, the 
Agricultural Engineering Section .of our 
MinistJ.oy of Agriculture ~md Natural Re­
sources is being strengthened by the training 
of indigenous Agricultural' Engineers; three 
ef whom are expected to arrive shortly. ' This 
matter of the development of our small farm 
tools is of very great importance because it ' 
means that for the first time in the·history of 
this country. changes in agricultural tech­
nology will effectively be brought within the 
reach of the individual ordin:'lry farmer, 
even ·at the village level. · 

During the six-year period· it is' proposed 
that there will be ·an increased number of ' 
rural, small-scale and large-scale industries 
and that in ail these areas, there will be 
conscious effort to improve production 
metho·ds. Facilities will be provided to draw 
on the experience of such countries as Japan 
and India whose performance in the sphere · 
of rural · and small-scale industries ·has 
been acclaimed as .quite outstanding:_~ . , 
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. Mr Sp~nl er1 Sir, you will i·cmernbcr that 
I refe1'red to the third objective as being the 
nccclorntion of the process of the diversifica­
tion of the economy of the Region. This 
strategy involves both diversification within 
agriculture and diversification away from 
agriculture. There are obvious disadvantages 

. attaching to over-specialisation either in 
agriculture c-r in industry. In so far as 
agricultural specialisation is COn£erned, cur­
rent trend in world market prices of our 
m ajo.r export product is sufficient evidence 
that, were we not sufficiently foresighted to 
make a beginning in the policy of diversifica­
tion within agriculture, our economy would 
have been exposed to severer shocks than we 
have iri fact experienced. l\ilr Speaker, Sir, 
the proposals in the White Paper before this 
House are designed to ensure tl~at in f}lture 
no longer shall the economy of the Region be 
held to ransom by the fate of one particular 
crop in the world market. 

Thus, it is proposed to intensify the 
development of the oil palm and rubber 
by the introduction of new and high yielding 
varieties. There is also envisage'd a pro­
gramme for the developm.ent of cotton. 
Other tree crops to be developed include 
cashew, citrus and mangoes. It is also the 
intention to encourage the processing of 
such of our agricultural crops as may, with 
advantage, be processed locally both for 
export and for internal markets. In this 
connectioti, n speciul place is being given to 
the processing of cocoa, the desiccation of 
coconut and the manufacture of tapioca out of 
cass<iva. Later, I will be making reference to 
the development of poultry and livestock 
and of fishing industry. This, of course, is 
another aspecf of _diversification. 

Now, briefly, concerning diversification 
away from agriculture: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
the record· of this Region's industrial develop-

. ment speaks for itself. I do not intend to 
burden hon. Members with a long catalogue 

·of industries that are already on the . ground 
·nor with the still longer list of proposals that 
are currently . being discussed with the 
Region's Industrial Promotions Commission. 
But if I may name a few of those already 
on the ground: there are the Ewekoro 
Cement Factory, the Plastic industry, Textile 
Iqdustry, Crittall products, Rubber products, 
Alum~nium products, Rubber processing, 
Vono products, Asbestos Cement and Soft 
Drinks industry. Very shortly there will 
come into 'being a Tyre and Tube . industry 
whose operations will be of tremendous 
adv;:t~tage to rubber producing areas in the 
Midwest and elsewhere in the Region. 

(Interruptions .from Opposition Benches). Two 
breweries, Guiness Stout and Beer are about, 
to be established. Negotiations have been 
concluded for the establishment of a sizeable 
fishing industry which will offer training, 
refrigeration and marketing facilltics, as well 
as employment opportunities to people in 
th<_Delta and coastal areas of the: Region. 

l\ilr Speaker; Sir, I want to 'make one 
important point in connection with this 
Region's policy of ip.dustrialisation. Broadly, 
this Government categorises industries into · 
three groups : the first group consists of fields 
which Government considers should be left 
entirely to public o\.vnership. "Examples of 
industries corning within the category are 
Public · Utilities. The second classification 
embraces an area where there is a marriage 
of public ownership and private enterprise. 
Category 3 is an area of private enterprise. 
In categories 2 and 3 Government welcomes, 
and indeed desires, foreign participation 
both by way of capital investment and of 
provision of technical know-how and manage­
rial ability. While Government continues 
through its agencies to hold shares in indus­
tries coming within categories 2 and 3, it is the 
policy that eventually these shares shall be 
unloaded, particularly in category 3, on to 
members of the public. 

Mr Speaker, , Sir; I wish to make one 
essential qualification to what I have · said 
regarding foreign ·participation. · In certain 
rather restricted fields it is the declared policy 
of this Government that no foreign participa-· 
tion will be solicited and 'indeed, it is hoped 
that where in such fields foreign participants 
already exist, they shall pursue a policy 
of conscious and .. organised quick withdrawal. 
I refer here specifically and exclusively to 
the tv.ro fields of retail trade a::J.d of road 
haulage. In these two fields, indigenous · 
people in this Region have by long enter­
prising experience gained both the technical 
know-how and the business acumen. For 
example, the keen efficiency of the women 
of this Re,gion in the business of retail trade 
is proverbial. What is required now is 
sympathy on the part of the big business 
combines who are already in these two fields, 
sympathy and co-operation in an ordered 
withdrawal from these fields. · No one more· 
than ourselves appreciates rriore fully the sort 
of difficulties that are bound to occur in ·a . 
period of transition, but there is no doubt 
whatever, that the thing can be done, provided 
it is . carefully -'ord_ered and realistically 
phased out. This Government is committed 
to that policy. . The Plan before you envisages 
these proposals; but the operative word and 

f 
. e 

s 
d 
p 

Sl 
b( 
m 
ar. 
ar 
of 
AI. 
ac< 
the 
tha 
mi~ 
the 
coll 

'I 
to : 
tech 
the 
shou 
The 
thin~ 
that 
godrr 
Regie 
their 
Paper 
ensun 
that n 
of pee 
selves. 
COm.tnl 

~pproa 
ts one 
solutioJ 



.,, 

t 
f 

l 

... 

1 

f 

s 

e 
e 
0 

e 
:1 
n 
y 

cl 
:s 
y 
1. 
:o 
d 
IS 

r­
al 
)1" 

:n 
le 
IS 

ss 
s,, 
~cl 
re 
rt 
a 

bt 
~d 
ly 
~cl 
es 
ld 

. , ... 

105 Western Nigeria .Dev'elopment 2ND APRIL, 1962 Plan, 1962-68 106 
[OnA ArmAN] 

the key to success in this matter is sympathy 
on the part of those big expatriate combines 
already in the field-sympathy in the process 
of an ordered withdrawal. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I wish at this point to 
invite hon. Members' attention to the import­
ant role of the Industrial Promotions Com­
nusswn. Charged wit[l responsibility for 
accelerating the pace of ordered industrialisa-

, tion of the Region is the Industrial Promotions 
Commission. Already, this Commission has 
done very excellent work not only by reason of 
the number of industries it has attracted into 
the Region , and, indeed into the country, 
but also by reason of the· terms on·which it has 
succeeded in bringing in these industries 
and~ 'the selectivity which it has displayed. 

The expansion of employment opportun­
ities in the Region is the fourth obj~ctive. 
The need to provide more job opportunities 
for the people of the Region, _ and more 
especial_ly for the growing numb~rs of young 
school leavers becomes pressing daily. I 
do not have to elaborate on this. Under the 
Plan, a whole complex of schemes has been 
evolved with a view to meeting this urgent 

, situation. Mr Speaker, Sir, the 'White Paper 
before you includes schemes of farm settle­
ments, of co-operative group farms, of small 
and large-scale . industries, of co-operative 
artisans, of cottage and rural industries and 
of the development of trade and services. 
All these, provided we all gird ourselves and 
accept the sacrifices necessary to produce 
·the resources to implement them, will ens,ure 
that no longer will our ' sons ·and daughters 
migrate from the rural areas to float about in 
the large towns in hopeless quest for white­
cofiar jobs that never materialise. 

The fifth objective is aimed at continuing 
to foster the spirit and to improve the 
techniques of community development. In 
the real spirit of independence, the motto 
should be "Progress through self-help". 
The policy is to get local communities to · do 
things for themselves. Unless the mentality 
that Governments operate as a sort of fairy 
godmother is eradi<.-ated, the peoples of this 

· Region are never likely to come fully into 
their own. The proposals in the White 
Paper before, this Fouse are calculated to 
ensure a swift and pffective decolonisation of . 
that mentalitv l'lnd to achieve the motivation 
of people to. ' pff~ctively desire .. to help them­
selves. Mr Speaker, Sir, · the .., subject of 
community development and of integrated 
approach to the problems of the rural areas 

·- is one of the essential in_gredients to the 
solution of the problems of rapid economic 

. . 
and social development of this country. In 
the matter of economic development, we in 
this Region, like all other developing areas of 
the world, a:re running a race with time. 
The normal methods may not always qe the 
effective methods· because the times in 
which we live and the pace of development are 
not normal. The goals we have set for 
ourselves require that every man and woman 
must contribute his or her widow's mite. 
This is the spirit of community development. 
Indeed, at tlus juncture of our P,istory, 
Western Nigeria calls on every man and 
woman to do his duty. This is the concept 
of the Development Plan; this is the challenge 
which it throws forth. 

During the operation of the now suspended 
1960-65 Plan, the community development 
technique took an additional stride. C om­
munities have been encouragGd to engage 
in · self-help schemes of integrated rural 
development which include • co-operative 
farming, co-operative poultry, co-operative · 
processing of agricultural products, and 
aided self-help low-cost housing. It will be 
seen that this approach has added a· new 
dimension to the community development 
technique as a means of fostering economic 
growth. In the 1962-M~ Plan, it is intended 
to continue to foster this spirit and technique. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, . the strengthening o"f the 
private sector of the econoi:ny is the sixth 
objective. This measure is designed to 
enable the private sector take its full share in 
the programme of economic development. 
'The proposals in the Plan before this honour'- · 
able House are calculated to ensure the 
maintenance of the ex1stmg .economic · 
environment which conduces to the develop­
ment of enterprise and initiative in :,the, · 
people. ·Under this Plan, the methods · 
adopted for encouraging the private sector · 
include the establishment of credit · and 
trainiug facilities, the provision of power 
and the development of industrial estates 
and transport and communications. In these 
ways, the major obstacles inhioiting private 
initiative would have been removed, thus 
liberating the energies in this imrortant 
sector with a view to its making effective 
contribution to economic development. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, from the brief outline I 
have given, hon. Members, I am sure, vyould 
have begun to see what may be the general 
expectation pf the p~ople of !his Region in the 
next six years. The farming pop1_1lation of 
this Region -is indeed very much affected by 
the proposals in the Plan. A vast programme 
of tree-crop development is envisaged, not 
only in respect of cocoa, but also in regard to 
the oil palm, rubber, cotton, coconut, 
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'cashew "and the mango. Bon. Members 
know, of .course, that the farming population 

· of this Region is engaged on one or other of 
·these tree-crops. I< or the execution of this . 
tree-crop programme a · sum of £2.5 million, 
in addition to what is provided under the 
Farm. Settlement programme, is earmarked 
in the J:>lan. 

I mentioned earlier the Farm Settlements 
·and the Farm .. Institutes as being one . of 
those unique contributions which this Regio,n 
has made to the economic and social develop­
ment. of this Federation. In essenc~, the 

· .. int;rodqction of the Farm Settlements may be 
called ... The birth of a new Agricultural Age". 
In the programme before this House a sum of 
£5.6 million is proposed for the development 
of F:mn Settlements. As I said earlier, it is 
the ·intention that eventudly . there ·will ~ a 
Farm Settlement in every Division within 
tbe Region. I do not need to elaborate on the 
benefits of the Farm Settlements either in the 
sphere of increase'd production, or · in the 
matter 6f generating employment opportun-
ities. · ' · 

eventually bring the price of milk to . within 
the reach of the ordinary man and woml;ill. 
Over the last ten years we have gradually be-en 
raising the scale of our poultry development. 
It is proposed during the next six years to 
intensify its development and so cut down on 
imported eggs; but nothing shall have been 
achieved in this direction unless the price of 
locally produced eggs is brought within the 
reach of the lciwest income group and this, 
indeed, is part of the proposals in the Plan 
before this House. For the development of 
livestock, poultry and fishery, there is 'a 
provision of £851,000. This however, does 
not include anticipated investment in related_ 
industries which are calculated to amount 
to over £1 million. 

Progress, of course_ . depends on adva~ce 
in . research and the proposals before you, 
Sir, envisage an allocation of £66,000 for 
research into various aspects of agriculture. 
Not unconnected with agricultural research 
arc experiments which are being carried out 
by the Forestry Division of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources into 
certain fast growing species for the manu­

Also contained in the White Paper is a facture of paper pulp and matches and for 
programme for food pwduction which is other industrial and commercial purposes. 
designed to meet the demands of the growing Allocated to Forestry in this Plan is an 
population, to raise the nutrient values amount of £98,000. In all these thihgs, hon. 
of food and to expand the variety of foodstuffs. Members will. observe that the spirit of 
The matter of improving the quality of the proposals is to translate into economic 
our foods and of increasing the variety reality-the substance of the political independ-

. touches also on the important issue of import ence wl}ich this country has gained. We 
substitution. Mr Speaker, Sir, hQfl. Mem.:.:. arc sui·e-and indeed convinced-and the 

' bers know too well the tendency in this records of all the m <;etings of the Nati~nal 
count ry to regard imported foodstuffs, even Economic Co'Jncil testify loudly to this-that 
of l~sser . nutrient value, as being superior all the Governments of the Federation are .. 
to loc.:rl foodstuffs of better and fresher quality. at one with us .in this noble endeav<:ur. 
The proposals before this House envisage , Mr Speaker,· Sir, in our present 'circum-· 
plans to intensify research into the . matter stances, it will be nearly impossible to upgrade 
of our local foodstuffs, through the develop- our peasant · farmers unless an efficient 
ment of . Home Economics, to bring out system of agricultural credit exists. If the 
to our people the true value of such local peasant farmer, as we know him, is to go 
foodstuffs as our own legumes, vegetables; beyond the point of p~asant farming; if he 
etc. The fructification of all these projected is to make effective usc of the results of rc­
agricultural development rests on the quality , searches into agriculture, if the advantages' 

. and strength of the Extension Services of our of prog1·ess in technology are to be brought 
Ministry of Agriculture and Natural Re- within l1is reach; if some of . the graver 
sou'rces, A sum of £2.8 million is allocated to hindrances inherent in our system of land 
Extension Services. ' tenure are not to impede his further prog~ess, 

I have already made reference to livestock, then we must come to the aid of the peasant 
poultry and fishery . . It is common knowledge farmer by means of a sy&tem ofw~ll-organised 

· that we import into this country between agricultural credit . . Mr Speaker, Sir, in the 
£6 to £8 million worth . of fish annually. proposals before this House. a slim of £5 
Patt of the proposals in this Plan is designed million has been allocated for agricultural 
to rectify this position of imbalance and take credits. . ' 
advantage of ·our coastal line' to mount a · /', nd now, l\1r Speaker, a word or two about 
fisheries industry. A livesfock and dairy our programme of industrial dev<:lopmcmt .. 
industry is proposed'which will d@'-lr~n§e gur · Thr, indu!ltrinl dtWQlopm@nt programn' " 1s 
dependence on imported milk and which will designed to make greater contribution tc · t lw 
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·· ence on foreign trade, to help secure full a~gregate ~apital exp~nditure. In the lield 

,. 

emp~oyment .for the people, to ensure greater of ed~catwn, for . mstance, . to~al capital 
stability in the Region's finances to make the expenditure for the Six-year penod IS expected 
fullest utilisation of available r~sources and to be £12.85 million. The proposals cover 
'to contribute in improving the nation's all aspect~ of education from primary to 
balance of payments. In order to achieve University level. During the Plan period, 
~he objective . of accelerating the pace of the objective will. be ~o co?tipue t~ rais~ the 
mdustrialisation, an aggregate sum of over s~andard of teachm!5' :n pnmary scnools by a 
£21 million has been allocated for investment VIgorous teacher trammg programme. Tech­
and industry. Of this figure, £5 million is nical a~d com:ne.rcial ~ducation will. receive a 
earmarked for the establishment of a Devel- very high pnonty smce there will be an 
opment Bank which will be provided with increasing demand for skilled and prOfession(li 
much needed technical advisory service that personnel as industrial development gains 
would' effectively guide investment into the momentum. In the field of Health Services, 
most profitable projects. Of the remaining capital expenditure during the period will be 
£16 million, £10 million is for investment in £1.6 million. . ·,: 
large-scale industri~s; credit to rural and 
small-scale industries and retail trade claims 
the rest. 

To facilitate the establishment of industries 
in the most favourable industrial zones in 
the Region, Government has · established 
industrial estates in Ikeja .and Mushin near 
Federal Territory, Lagos. The present Plan 
contains proposals for the creation of indus-

. trial estates in Abeokuta, Ajeromi, Akure, 
Ibadan, Ijebu-Ode, Ikeja-Extension, Sapele 
and Warri. For the development of these 
industrial estates a sum of £3.3 million has 
beeil earmarked during the proposed Plan 
period. 

Mr Speaker;· Si~, one special feature of the 
White Paper before this House is the inclusion 
of special schem~s designed to create job 
opportunities. Such, for example, are the 
projects for small-scale and cottage and rural 
industries. It is proposed to .expand existing 
facilities in these labour intens~ve schemes. 

'For the success of any scheme of small-scale 
industries an efficient training programme is 
essential. In co-operation with the United 
·States-Government's Agency for Internatiom\1 
Development, a training project for small­

. scale industrialists, estimated to cost about 
£1.4 million, is being estimated. 

The White Paper makes provision for the 
develOpment of a sector of the economy 
which, in the ·whole Federation, is known at 
present to be quite imm.ature, namely, the 
services. With advance in the agricultural 
sector, the main area of employment will 
begin to shift to the services sector. Mr 
Speaker, Sir, in the present Plan, Government 
proposes, by way of industrial credits and of 
its industrial training programme, to 
encourage the youths ·to obtain gainful . 
employment in appropriate areas 111 the 
services sector. 

l-Ion. Members will have noticed that. part 
of the health proposals is an arrangement to 
carry medical services right into the rural 
areas. It is proposed by a system of induce­
ment to get medical practitioners to shift 
from urban areas into inadequately serviced 
parts. Mr Speaker, Sir, this Government 
is .firmly convinced that if this Region must 
progress, first priority must be placed on 
ways and means . of raising the kvel of 
amenities available to the ordinary man and 
woman in the villages. ·In this, prevei1tivc 
medicine will play a predominant role. 

I would at this juncture draw attention to 
certain services which arc essential to 
economic development. The first of these· is 
Electricity supply on which it is intended 
to spend only £1.5 million. Government 
doos not wish to embark on a very ambitious 
programme here as it is anticipated that cheap 
electricity will become available from the 
Niger ,Dams Project within the Plan period. 
However, attention will be given as soon 
as possible to pursuing plans for progressive 
rural electrification, particularly in anticipa­
tion of increasing development of small-scale 
and Rural Industries-that may require so1ne ., 
motive power. Secondly, a programme for 
roq.d and. bridge construction costing £6.25 
million is contemplated. Apart from the 
construction of select ne'w feeder roads which 
are justified on strict economic grounds, 
the main emphasis during the six-year 
period will be on the consolidation · and 
improvement of the existing basic r:oad 
system established between the years 1955 
and 1962. By 1968, it is estimated that 
there will be over, 1,400 miles of tarre,d 
roads designed to carry traffic up to at least 
300 vehicles a clay. 
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[OBA Ar~RAN] · to find. Mr Speaker, Sir, the substance 
·· I ·will now refer to one characteristic of the of this means that; in aggregate terms, we 

·Plan ·which further illustrates the shift of in this Region must find £195 million in 
emp.hasis to directly productive expenditure. order to carry the programme whic ]v rr , 
General administration is allocated only outlined before- hon. · Members. , . .I ecurn:. t 
2 per cent of capital expenditure as against Revenue from e~st_ing sources is :stimated 
24 per_ cent -in - the·, 1955-60 period. This, to _ be £130 rmlhor:. · 65 ' ~ · n th~s 
of course, is ma.de po~siblc by the speed and , .. represents the gap wbtd t 11,1.).-lSt. oe u.-. JgeJ ~[ 

· efficiency with which · the . Civil Service the ~rog~amme _unfolded before yt ., tim 
Organisation in this Region has been built up. mornmg lS to be Implemented. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I now come to a crucial 
point-the financing of the Development. 
Plan. The total cost of the six-year 
Programme is £240.1 million made up as 
fo1lows : Capital Programme £90.3 . million; 
Recurrent Expenditure arising from. the 
Development Plan £33.6 million; and normal 
Recurrent Expenditure £116.2 million. 
From. this hon:: Meri1bers will see that the 
total D c:!velopment expenditure ·over the 
period is nearly £124 million and the Revenue 
Recurrent Expenditure to keep the services 
of the Government going is £116 million:· 
The relatively low Recurrent Expenditure 
over the period 'testifies to Government's 
firm policy of keeping administrative expend­
iture to the barest minimum. This is a 
constant feature of the financial prudence of 
this Region. 

· Mr Speaker; Sir, . I am constrained to 
borrow the phrase of the Roman Orator, and 
to say hon: Members "lend me your ears", 
because I think the explanations which I am 
~lbout to make at this point are of extreme 
importance. (Cheers) How do we propose 
to m eet 'the cost of the programme of the 
financial magnitude defined above? · Hon. 
Members will wish to know that Government 
intends to meet fully the recurrent costs of 
the programme; that is to say, Government 
intends ·to find internally £149.8 million. 
This policy is, of course, dictated entirely by 
financ~al prudence in that it would be unsound 
pul;>Ec :',priance and rather incompatible with 

· political in.dependence that Government 
should rely , on foreign aid to rutY its day to 
day normal governmental affairs. Moreover, 
I am sure that hon. Members would not 
wish that this . Government should incur a 

. loan at interest to finance what are after all 
. !l1.ostly administrative expenses and therefore 

not developmental. Of the Capital Expenditure 
: of £90.3 million, a 'foreign component of 50 

per cent is assumed, for planning purposes, 
~ in accorda.nce with the advice by the N ai:ional 
· Economic Council. · This means, in general 
term<> , tqat of the, £90.3 million, this Region 
would exoect . at least about £45.1 million 
to come· fMm f0reign aid sources. We are 
thus left in this direction with £45.2 million 

I am sure I am expressing the \vishes of 
all hon. Members in this House if I say that 
we all here consider no sacrifice toq great to 
bear in order to achieve the total well-being 
of those who have voted us into this House 
and of generations yet to come to whom this 
gathering of today will be a momentous 
e-.rent in their reading of history. ' I know 
that _hon. Members on the other side differ­
from us in their political views, but of this 
one thing I am certain, that \Ve are in this 
House agreed to one man that we .shall leave . 
no stone unturned and that we shall;consider 
no suffering too great to bear to achieve the 
general upliftment of every man and woman 
in this Region. I know that · this spirit of 
self-sacrifice is there. The seeds have been 
sown, the lead has been given: ,.I . think for 
once we hon. Members here on both sides of 
the House may congratulate ourselves foi· 
the .noble example of _self-sacrifice. : Our own 

' sacrifice if quantified is indeed of rather small · 
financial effect, but the real significance of 
that sacrifice derives from the impetus which 
it gives . elsewhere to do as we have done. 
As it were, in its multiplier effects, the 
financial results could be tremendous. But 
if the results of our example is not to be 
barren of these multiplier effects, we must, in 
the spirit in which we have begun, make a 
concerted appeal to the people of this Region 
to do as we have done. This is the greatest 
challenge which this House; is being called 
upon to face. Mr Speaker, Sir, I ho'pe this·· 
House will rise to the challenge and let the 
people carry on the good work which we h~.ve 
so magnificently b'egun. 

Mr Speaker, · Sir, having regard to the 
spirit with which hon. Members in this House 
have begun in this matter of self-sacrifice, 
I am sure that if we are unable to bridge the 
gap to the tune of £65 million, it will not be 
for want of effort. I am advised that it will 
be feasible to take measures to bring the un­
covered gap to £20 million. This will, as 
I have stressed above, require sacrifice on the 
part of all. No one suggests that the, process 
of mobilising development capital is an easy 
one. 
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Mr Spe~k~n· , Sir; I wi~h at this point to 
phw~ oh tt!eord tht! gh\tltuclE! of the Gevtu•n .. 
ment of this Region to all those Governments 
and International Bodies who have in one 
way or the other- by financial aid or by 
technical assistance-come to the help of 
this Region and, indeed, of the whole Federa-

. tion. As ' has been ·aptly ' st~ted elsewhere, 

.. the greatest tribute we can pay to all those 
Governments and International Agencies 
who have come to our assistance is the 
assurance I now give them that the aid they ·· 
give will fructify to the utmost: that it will 
serve its sublime purpose, . which is the 
welfare of the people of this country and the 
comrnon good of humanity. _ There can be 
nothing nobler than the task of upgrading 
s1:1ffering humanity. Indeed this must be 
regarded as the culminating act of all great 
civilisations and as the measure of the real 
maturity of the Great Powers. 

But, placed side by side with the cost to 
the Great Powers of their armament race, 
the figures of assistance to the developing 
countries seem to cry out loudly for m.igmenta­
tion. To the developing . countries, the 
philosophy of the Great Powers is as confusing 
and baffling as their inventions and technol­
ogy. We hear of the ideals of democracy; 
we too cherish these ideals very dearly. 

· We hear of spiritual values; ·we too strive 
after them. We hear of the common 
brotherhood of man, we too embrace this. 
We hear of the ideals of social justice, we too 
cherish these ideals. But we are baffled 
by the contradiction in which, while many 
peoples in several parts of the world are 
in need of resources for uplifting hui11anity, 
vast sums are tied up fn an arms race which 
no one now really wishes to run, but which 
none has the · courage to abandon. Our · 
plea is that the Great Powers should pause 

. awhile . and re-assess issues involved. I 
believe they will realise that other areas of 
worthwhile endeavours exist-areas more 
. profitabl~ to humanity as .a whole. This, we 
believe will in future constitute the real 

' test of the ··greatness of the Great Powers . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, my task is done. I have 
unfolded to you what Plan we must pursue 
if thi§ Regiem, ll§ ind€!ed th@ Ft~donttion , i§ to 
achieve a take-off within a third National 
Plan Period. I have also stated what 
sacrifices must be borne to make possible 
this sustained growth of the economy. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. (Applause) 

Chief Ighodaro: I beg to second .' 
Question proposed. 

Mr Speaker: Debate on this Motion 
will take place on the 5th of April. . For · 
clarity, copies will be served on each m ember 
of this honourable House. 

I think this will be a convenient time for a 
short break. 

Debate accordingly adJourned. 

Debate to be resumeduppn Thursday ne;>Ct. 

Sitting st:tspended at 1 J .20 a.m. . ' 

Sitt~ng resumed at 12.25 p.m. 
(Mr Deputy Speaker i~ the Chair). 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
(AMENDMENT) BILL 

SECOND READING 

Order for Second Reading read: 

The Minister -of Local Government' 
(Alhaji D. S. Adegbenro): I beg fo move 
the Second Reading of a Bill for a Law to 
amend the Local Government Law. Hori. . 
l\1embers will remember that, early ·this year. 
the hon. Premier assigned the functions in 
respect of Local Government · affecting the 
Midwest to the hon. Minister of Midwest 
Affa~rs, and this Bill that I am putting . 
before the House, Mr Speaker, Sir, is 
designed to enable the Minister to satisfy or 
to• perform the statutory functions under the 
Local . Government Law in relation to the . 
Midwest areas of this Region. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to. move . 

Chief Ighodaro: I beg. to second. 

Qu€.stion proposed. 

Mr V. I. Amadasun (Benin West l ): l\!Ir 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the Second 
Reading of this very important Bill, a Bill 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I wish to pay tribute to 
the great 'contribution of certain members of 
the Universities of Ibadan and of Ife who 
served on the Region's Economic Planning 
Committee which has · responsibility for 
developing the Plan which I have presented 
to you. I am sure that more and more we 
should be creating a situation in which -the 
Universities make greater and greater impact 
on the life of th~ nation. 

· which has no· section attracting controversy. 
I 'vill not therefore hesitate -to congratulate 
the Western Nigeria Government, led , by 
the Premier, Chief S. L Akintola, for the 
introduction of this Bill tp this House for the 
purpose of amending the Local Government 
Law in order that responsibilities for Local 
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Government aff..<irs in the Midwest might 
fall into the portfolio of a Minister who is a 
Midwesterner. This ste,p, Mr Speaker, Sir, 
sound though it may be, may be viewed by 
the destructive ~ritic as anti-democratic, but 
the qnly thing I have to say in tqis regard is 
that the action so far taken by the Government 
in the : matter of trarisferring to the Minister 
of Midwest Aff ... irs responsibilities of Local 
Government aff.lirs in the 'Midwest is belated; 
I repeat, is·· belated-I want "belated" to be 
unde'rlined-and ought to have been taken 
seven " years ago, immediately after the 
passage of the Midwest Motion in the Western 

· House. of Assembly in 19 55. You know this 
very Motion was moved by Chief Sowole and 
seconded by a no less distinguished Mid­
westerner, ChiefS. 0. Ighodaro, the Minister 
of Justice. You (pointing to Chief lghodaro) 
supported that l\IIotion; 1s that not so? 
(Ldughter).· 

Chief Ighodaro: Yes. 

Mr A.madasun: A severe cnt1c, Mr 
Speake·r, Sir, may now be opinionated to say 
that this change is made in order that the 
Action Group may make it impossible for the 
intended Midwest State to be created by 
distracting voters in the Midwest from voting 
in the Midwest Referendum. 
· I am not very much used to reading when 

I am speaking in this House as some'Members 
on the other side used to do, but in order that 
they may understand the high standard of 
classical English that I am using-(Applause) 
-I want · to see that I make a precis of it in 
very simple English so that the Members on 
the other side may understand what I am 
saymg. 

Now, M.r Speaker, Sir, what I am saying is 
that the action so taken-I mean this very 
Dill, .the Second Reading of which was so 
compulsorily moved by the Minister of Local 
Government-is belated, and. it ·is also an 
indication that th~ agitatipn of the Mid­
westerners and their determination for a 

. Midwest State is divine and democratic. 
(Appladse). Now, if it were not . through 
the instrumentality of that agitation, I am 

·sure that a man .of the category of hon. D. S. 
Adegbenro, the Minister of Local Govern- · 
ment, will not have the audacity to come and 
·move this Motion yet. 

Alhaji Adegbenro: What are you 
sa yin q;: Because it is belated to transfer 
resoonsibility for Local Government to a 
Midwesterner, will you therefore oppose the 
·State? · It is a question; stand up and 
answ~r it. 

I : 

I~r Amadasun: No, Now,· in 1955, thiS 
Motion was moyed here. Immediately after 
the passage of the Motion this very Bill ought 
to have been introduced. . And not only that, 
Sir; in 1957, Her Majesty the Queen sent the 
Willink Corrunission to find· out .......... .. 

Government Bench: Willink Commis­
sion? 

Mr Atnadasun: Minority Commission. 

Government Bench: Will ink Commis­
sion. 

Mr Amadasun: Willinks .•Commission. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I want to be protected 
because the boys on the other side are very 
rascally. I ought to be given · a chance 'to 
ventilate my opinion: Now, this '.Nillink 
Commission, Mr. Speaker, Sir, . came . to . 
Nigeria......... · 

Alhaji Z. A. Opal eye: Point of Order. 
We are not·rascals. .We are responsible. 

.Chief J. A. 0. Odebiyi: The hon. 
Member ought to be forgiven by the Members 
on this side of the House because · he , is a 
school master without the necessary quali­
fications. (Laughter). 

Mr Amadasun: The point of order is 
irrelevant. 

Now, Mr Speaker, Sir, after the Willink's 
Commission, there was a recommendation 
that the Edo Minority Council should be set 
up to be given certain executive powers, and 
that the composition of that Edo . Minority 
Council should consist of Members of both 
sides in the Western House of Assembly and 
Members in the House of Chiefs. Instead 
of this, these people' who have the authority 
and audacity to come and move this Motion, 
brought into operation in the Midwest what 
is called the "Midwest Advisory .Council". 

Mr Speaker, I am happy because the local 
affairs are now in the hands of a capable 
Midwesterner who knows something more of 
the varied customs and traditions of the 
people of the Midwest than · the former 
Minister of Local Government, the hon. 
D. S. Adegbenro. 

Secondly, I am happy because this step so 
far taken by the Government is a testimony 
to the Region of the determination of the 
Midwesterners in their struggle for creation 
of a Midwest State in order that they and their 
posterity might n~t be perpetually and 
politically enslaved. 

Thirdly, now that matters in connection 
with the Midwest are in the hands of a 
lVIidweRterner, the Local Government Law, 
otherwise called "the principal Law", will 
not be frequently amended as it is now: 
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The taxation oi l\llidvvesterners, irrespective 
of Parties, will not be excessive ·as hitherto, 
and local government elections will be free 
and fair. ' · 

· 'Finally, the passage of this Bill today will 
_. make us the Midwesterners to say "goodbye" 

to the former Minister of Local Government, 
Chief Adegbenro, who was popularly kqown 
as the Minister of Terror in the Midwest. 
The dissolution of many NCNC 'Councils in 
the Midwest will always remain green in our 
memory. (Applause). I say "'Bye, Bye", 
and invite Chief Otobo to take over from him, 
now. 

I beg to support. 

Mr F. Oputa Otutu (Abo4 West): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, we on this side 'of the House 
are not opposing the Bill. It is wckJine. 
The Bill seeks to enable the · Minister of 
Midwest Affairs to perform statutory func­
tions under the Local Government Law in 
relation to the Midwest areas of the Region. 

Sir, by bringing this .Bill to this Ho,use, 
the Government of this Region is once 
again demonstrating its approval of the 
creation of the Midwest State in spirit. 
The Bill, Sir, is a partial approval of an 
autonomous Midwest State. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is hoped that this 
Government will sponsor the Motion as it 
did in 1955 for the creation of the Midwest 
State. It is also expected that this Govern­
ment should give bolder expression to -the 
Bill by refraining from loopholes here and 
there to forestall the creation of the Midwest 
State. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, with these few remarks, 
I beg to support the Bill. 

Mr S. A. Oyewole (Ibadan Central 
W ~st): Mr Speaker, Sir, I _rise to suppor.t; 
but I wish' fo raise one or two pomts m 
connection with this Bill for a Law to amend 
the Local Government Law. 

Though this amendment is not a strange 
one- already-there is a Minister for Midwest 
Affairs who is solely responsible for Midwest 
affairs- one ·wonders why the Government 
of this Region is worried about the Midwest. 
Personally, to me, the Minister of Midwest 
Affairs has got nothing practically to do at 
present innsnmch ns we have the Minister of. 
Local Government who has been taking care 
of all the Councils in both the Western 
Region here and in the Midwest. · 

I wonder why the Government of this 
Region is worrying too much about the 
affairs of the Midwest. Personally to me, 

the Minister has nothing to be wotried about, 
so far as it is definite that this area will be 
leaving this Region very soon. The Bill 
I expect to see in this honourable House is 
the Bill for the creation of the Midwest State. 
Any powers or duties which are to be exercised 
or performed under this Law in or in rel_ation 
to any part of the Region other · than the 
Midwest Area by the Minister, as in section 2 
of principal Law, Cap. 62 (2) (a) and (b), will 
be of no value to this Region. · It is · a pure_ 
fruitless adventure, and I therefore consider 
it unnecessary. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, inasmuch as _the creation 
of the Midwest State is a problem before the 
Midwesterners, we need not waste time on 
this Bill. Sir, not _to burden ourselves it 
would be· better to throw this Bill away and 
jump on any other interesting business: 

Mr Adeoye Adisa (Ibadan South-East· 
Rural): I rise to speak in support of the _ 
Bill, but I am not speaking . as an NP.C 
member but as an NCNC member. . 

It is not quite easy to weep or rejoice over 
this amendment because I do believe that in 
the afLirs of mankind honesty is the:,best 
policy. 'The Action Group has been caught 
severely by the cob-webs of their own political 
intr'igues. I know that the Minister for 
Local Government will not feel pleased at 
this transfer of power, but we can rest 
assured that the creation of .Midwest has 
come into its own now. What is now clear . 
is the impending doom of the Action Group 
in the Federation, and this has been convinc­
ingly confirmed as the Minister to whom 
these powers are transferred is not h ere . 
It might be that he is not happy about what 
is happening in the Midwest area and he 
has gone there perhaps to organise a campaign . 
against the forthcoming plebi::;cite. I feel, 
however, that .on this memorable occasion 
everybody would feel immensely pleased that 
the Action Group has now resigned itself to 
the inevitable ..... . .. . (interruptions). 

I know that what is happening even in 
tl-ic Federal House has shown characteris­
tically that the Action Group has ·acceptecl its 
minority status. It has accepted the facf 
that it will be the Opposition throughout 
the whole Regions of the Federation. Not 
only that. We heard that a member of the · 
Action Group was appointed Leader of 
Opposition in Eastern Nigeria, and I kno-v:r our 
people here are happy that they will have an 
office as the Opposition when we defeat them 
at the forthcoming election in the Midwest. 
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On this point, Mr Speaker, Sir, I do say that 
the l'viinister · to whom these powers are 
transferred was formerly a member of the 
NCNC, and I am quite sure that when the 
plebiscite· in the Midwest has taken place and 
when the .State is created, he will crpss the 
r.a rpet-(Cheers)-back to the NCNC, where 
he will be given a better and more deserving · 
duty. 

With the above remarks, Sir, I beg to 
support the Bill. 

Mr P: V. Okwesa (Aboh East): ·I nsc 
to support the Bill. lVIy main reason for 
supporting the Bill, as already explained, is 
that the portfolio of Local Government in the 
Midwest Area has fallen into an able hand 

I wish to say again that the Minister for 
Local Government has introduced the Bill too 
late . I am aware-(bzterruptio;zs) - that the 
transfer of power has already· been made at 
least three months ago and that the Minister 
concerne.d has been acting as the Minister of 
Local Government for the Midwest State for 
at least three months. I do not .know, Mr 
Speaker; Sir, whether ~his is l~gal or i,llegal, 
and. whether all the actions of the Minister 
during the three months will be legalised. 
I should think that such a Bill should first 
be introduced into the House and passed 
before the Minister is able to act as Minister 
in charge of Midwest Local · Government, 
but, to my surprise, he has already begun. to 
exercise the power before the Bill is brought 
to the Floor of thi~ House. Legal experts in 
this House will bear me out-(Fire, fire!)­
that the Minister of Local Government has 
made a blunder by authorising the Minister · 
to act. What I am saying is that the Govern­
ment . has put the cart before the horse. 
They havy transferred power to the Minis'ter 
befori1 thE( power is legalise"d in this House. 
That is the only side that I detest 'in the 
amendment. · 

On the other . hand, ' it is very good news 
because the hon. Minister is intelligent and 
hardworking, and I know that by his handling 
this portfolio as far as Midwest is concerned 
we shall have somethin,g better than hitherto. 

1 • • ' • 

. I ' am ma'king all these remarks because I 
know' that SQOne'r or' later the Minister will . 
have to give up the post to somebody else 
when the Mid\vest State ·is created. Mr 
S~eaker, Sir, I beg to support. · 

, :: Alhaji · Adegbenro: · Mr Speaker, 
:~~r, I -~ happy tl~at Members of the Opposi­
tlOn l~aye spoken m support of this Bill. 

. ' 

With regard to the point raised by the 
Member for Aboh East, I wish to make it · 
clear that we ai:e guided by the_ wise counsel 
of the Attorney-General in this Region in all 
matters pertaining to Law, and that the 
Opposition Members have nothing to fear. 
If they doubt my statement, it is open to them 
to challenge it in the appropriate court of law. 

Members will remember that I introduced 
the Bill broadly in two or three sentences 
·because I believe that this Bill is ·not contro­
versial and is a Bill that I expected ought to be 
welcomed by all sides of the House. But 
there is one point, and that is the relevance 
of the speeches about the creation of the 
Midwest. I do not see the relevance of that 
Stat~ now, because this Bill is designed to 
give the Minister for Midwest Affairs powers 
to exercise certain functions in the Local 
Government Law; but it seems that what we 

.. are doing now is in anticipation of the ~rcation 
of the Midwest State. May I advise you to 
wait for the particular moment when·we shall 
reply and let you know the state of our minds 
and also how far we are also prepared to 
meet the is;;ue. The creation of the Midwest 
State is not yet before the House and I will 
not be prepared to · be dragged into that. 
(An hon. Member: Into what?). Into · the 
controversy about the creation of the Midwest , 
State. 

The other Members, Member for Aboh 
Vvest, Member for Ibadan . Central, and 
Member for Ibadan East, all of them have 
stated that the transfer to the Minister · of 
Midwest · Affairs of those powers certainly 
show that we of this side are now approving 
the creation of the Midwest State in spirit. 
Can I say that the time has not arrived to 

' determine or even discuss the creation of the 
Midwest State. 

The last point, Sir, is that the transfer 
now means that all functions about local 
government are now vested .in a Midwesterner, · 
but it should be clear that we in this Govern- . 
ment have collective responsibility. It does 
not matter from what' part of the Region a · 
Minister comes. The responsibility for any 
exercise of those powers vested in him .is 
certainly that of all Members of the Cabinet 
as a whole. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, 1 recommend the Bill f~r 
the acceptance of this House. 

Question put and agreed to. 
Bill read a Second time and committed to a 

Committee of the whole House. 
Bill immediately · considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee). 
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Clauses 1 and 2 agreed to. 
(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair). 

Bill reported without amendment, 
Third time and passed. 

CUSTOMARY COURTS 
(AMENDMENT) BILL 

read the 

Council, the Second Reading of a Bill 
entitled "An Ordinance to make bett.er 
Provision for the Administration and the 
Constitution of Nati~ ·e Courts in the. Protec­
tor<.tte" said that '\this clause is based on a 
section in the existing Native_ Courts 
Ordinance", and it .cannot be claimed ' 
therefore that it is entirely new. Under 

SECOND READING 

Order fo-r Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Justice and Attorney­
General (Chief S. 0. Ighodaro): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I beg · to move the Second 
Reading of a Bill for a Law to amend the 
Customary Courts Law and to make provision 
for other matters connected therein.-

.. that clause, a President or a District Officer 
may revise the proceedings of a Native Court, 
quash a conviction, may substitute for a 
sentence imposed by a native Court any 
sentence which seen1s to him to be more 
suitable, or may order the case to be retried 
by ·the same or by another Native Court, or 
he may transfer the whole proceedings to 
the High Court · or to a Magistrates Court, or 
to some other Native Court. 

The Customary Courts Law-as hon. 
Members are aware-was passed in this 
Region five years ago-in 19 57. 

. Some am~ndments were made in 1959~ 
The most iniportant of the ' amendments 
at .the time was the introduction of the 
Supervising Authority. The main object 
then was to ensure a methodical supervision 
and control . of customary courts. Under 
this system of supervision, a supervising 
authority may of its own accord, on the 
application of any person concerned, review 
any proceedings, civil or criminal,. in respect 
of which it is appointed, where it appears · 
that there has· been a patent case of miscarriage 
of justice or where an obvious error has to be 
corrected. · 

' Since -1959, a number of supervising 
authorities have been appointed for the 
various Customary Courts in the Region. In 
every case, a supervising authority is a 
lawyer-President and, in the Midwest, I 
have appointed the Chief Magistrates there 
among the Supervising Autl,1orities. I am 
sure this is a move which hon. lVIembers 
would commend. 

In the present Bill, I :.vout'ci like to focus 
your attention upon one additional means of 
effeCting control over this hierarchy of 
customary courts. 

The Chief Justice of the Region is to 
be empowered to require Presidents of 
Grades "A" and "B" Courts who are legal 
practitioners 'to furnish monthly lists of 
criminal cases to himself or to other High 
Court Judges. I must add that this section · 
of the Law is taken verbatim from the 
Magistrates Courts Law. It is .a provision 
perhaps older than the Native Courts 
Ordinance 1933. 

The hon. the Attorney-General, in 1933 
(A.C.V. Prior), in moving, in the Legislative 

Quite apart from any system of appeals, 
it is obviously desirable that as an Administra­
tive Officer moves about the Province, he 
should have the power to rectify immediately 
the decision of a Native Court which he sees 
to be erroneous. . 

Hon. Members will note that the powers of 
the -High Court Judge are very wide; for 
example--

(a) he may reduce a sentence; 
(b) he may vaiya sentence; 
(c) he may annul a conviction; 
(d) he may order a new trial ,.before. the 

Customary Court . which passed the 
sentence or before any other court of 
competent jurisdiction; · 

(e) he may order for further eviden~e; 
(f) in ·fact he may make any order as 

justice dictates. 
,. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, let no hon. Member ask 
me why the powers of the Chief Justice do 
not extend to the · Presidents in Courts of 
Grades "C" and "D", where laymen admir~­
ister justice. If the 600 Customary. Courts · 
in the Region were to be directly controlled 
by the Chief J usticc and the High C01...1rt , . 
J uclgcs iri this Region, you would certainly 
overburden them, and you would find this · 
House being asked to increase the nutnber 
of Judges almost ten-fold. You can imagine 
what it means to the Treasury.:._a High 
Court Judge is on £3,000 a year~ · 

Hon. Members will agree with me that 
since all 'the Courts presided over by laymen 
have supervising authorities who ·are legal 
practitioners, and since freedom of appeal 
remains, it is certainly unnecessary and 
expensive to place all courts under the control 
of the Judges of the High Court. . · 
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Mr Speaker, Sir, there is one other major 
reason. I consider that this method of 
assessing the ~tandards of performance of our 
legally qualified Presidents in the discharge 
of their functions would make it easy for the 
Chief: Justice, who is the Chairman of 'the 
I udicial Service Conunission, to have more 
intin .. 1.a~e kl1owledge of some of our potential 
High- Court Judges. 1t is a good thing for 
CL1stomary Court Presidents in Grade "A" 
or "B" Courts to know that they too could be 
considered for one of the highest judicial 
of1ii:es in the Region. 

M r Speaker, Sir, there are only two other 
.amendments which I must mention. It is 
necessary to make it crystal-clear that the 
channel of appeal from a Grade "B" Court 
(with 'a lawyer-President) is nqt to another 
Custom~ry Court or Magistrate's Court, but 
to the High Court. 

The system of appea1 just now is this: 
there is a right of appeal from a Grade "A" 
Court 'to the High Court; from Grade "B" 
(Legal Practitioner) to tlw High Court; 
from other "B" to Grade "A" Court; from 
"C" and. "D" to Customary Court of Appeal. 
vVhere no cu"stomary court of appeal is 
established for an area, any aggrieved party 
n1ay. appeal to a Magistrate's Court within 
thirty 'days· from the decision or order of a 
Grad~ "B", "C"· or "D" Court. 

l\!Ir Speaker, Sir, the last point. There is 
one amendment whose object is to ensure that 
Customary Courts of this Region should be 
required . to enforce or execute the decrees, 
orders, warrants or other process.es of the 

. C ustom.ary Courts of other Regions, and 
generally to give assistance to these Courts on 
the basis of reciprocity. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am afraid I have 
spqken rather lengthily. ..I am sure that 
hon. M embers will agree that there is some 
justification for this expatiation. 

·lVIr Speaker, Sir,, I beg to move. 

Alhaji Adegbenro: I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 

Mr 0. Olaitan (Ilesha Urban East): Mr 
Speaker Sir, I think that members of the legal 
profession who have had the opportunity to 
go to Customary Courts to practise will have 
to thank the Attorney-General for the amend-

. ment made in this Bill, especially the provi­
, s ion where any accused person who is convic­

ted in a local Grade B Customary' Court 
·will have the right to appeal straight to the 
H igh Court rather thim to the Grade A court. 

But by critical and realistic examination of 
these amendments,• one will observe that some 
of ·the amendments are simply window­
dressing, because some of the points which 
are usually attacked by the members of the 
Opposition are left untouched. I like to deal 
first with the right of election in these courts. 

'T'he Attorney-General ·.will believe that 
there is very vital idea about Customa-ry 
Courts in this Region. In the case of a man 
charged before a Customary Court, say, in a 
Grade B Customary- Court where a semi­
illiterate person is appointed as president of 
that court, which· is mostly the case, accused 
persons arc left without any right of election. 
They are bound to submit to the decision of 
that illiterate ·person. This vital point will 
have to be removed and given the right of 
eleCtion. vVhe.re an accused person is 
charged before · a layman for, say, · stealing, he , 
must be given the right of election where he 
prefers a trial by a High Court Judge, because, 
in this Region we feel that members of the 
High Court Bench are all right ' and they 
are good in their job. So we feel that accused 
persons who are charged before a Grade B 
Court ought to be given the right of election. 

Now . I can ·reinforce this argument by 
saying that in Chief Magistrates' Cour-ts in 
this Region, where we have men of ten years 
or more years standing in the legal profession 
appointed Chief Magistrates, an accused 
person before them charged for stealing for 
example, has the right of election. · He can 
say, · "I do not want my case to come before 
you" and the Chief Magistrate has nothing 
to do than to send the accused person to' a 
High Court for trial. Now it appears 
ridiculous that an accused man should be 
left to submit to the mass decision of a semi­
illiterate person who knows little or nothing 
of the special case of stealing. I think the 
Attorney-General ought to look into that 
properly when for the second time he is 
introducing a: Bill for an arnendment to the 
Customary Courts Law. · 

Secondly, Sir, I should like to mention the 
case of the influence of local politicians in 
Customary Courts in this Region. Now, 
one will observe that inost of the Presidents 
of the Customary 'Courts, especially Grades 
C <<nd B in this Region, are defeated candi­
dates of the Action Group either in the Fede­
ral, Regional or Local elections, and, taking 
human nature as it is, these people are bound 
to have ill-feelings against all their opponents 
in that Division where they have·· failed an 
election. I would not like to go into names. , 
So I feel, Sir, that in order to give Customary 
Courts prestige in this Region, they· must be 
removed entirely from the influence of local 
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politicians. I feel therefore that sections 12, 
69, 70 and 71 of the Law ought to be repealed 
because these are the sectiorts of the Law 
which give councillors the' influence and the 
right of poke-nosing into the rights of Custo­
mary Courts, in the sense that they provide 
accommodation and that the fees are collected · 
by them. · A judge of the court who likes to 
be given fantastic allowances for ·travelling 
has to see the local councillor who may, 
perhaps, have a friend who is charged before 
the court. So I think that, in the interest of 
justice, it will be better if all local councils 
are not allowed to participate in the running 
of Customary Courts in this Region; so 
that I feel that the next time when the 
Attorney-General is bringing out a Bill, he 
will have to look into the possibility of 
removing the influence of local politicians 
from . Custo'mary . Courts bece.use I would 
lik~ to -say that, whatever the criticism of 
customary courts in this Region, .it is quite 
·obvious that they have done something 
towards the quick processing of justice_ in 
this Region. 

At the same time one will observe, $ir, 
that customary .· courts in this Region are 
given seine very high powers, especially the 
Grade A courts, because I think the Attorney­
General will agree with me that a judge of a 
Customary Grade A Court is not superior 
,in status to a Chief ·Magistrate. (Govern­
ment Bench.~ · Yes.) I feel that the powers 
of a Chief Magistrate are limited in criminal 
cases, whereas ·in' the case of a Grade A 
Customary Court, an accused .person who 
appears before a Customary Court is liable to 
be sent to thirty-four years imprisonment. 
In the case of a Grade A cotlrt they are given 
such very wide powers that they have to he 
curtailed because they · are, more or less, 
powers of life . and death over the accused 
pe.rson. 

;fhirdly, I like to mention the point made 
by the Attorney-General ori which he dwelt 
very heavily during his moving of this Bill: 
that is, section 12 of the new amendment Bill. 
The Attorney-General gives us the impression 
that this section of the Law is vital to accused 
persons and that it will help justice better in 
these· courts, but I hold ,a contrary opinion 
because section 12 is· permissive and is not 
mandatory. As such, I would rather prefer 
that the wording of section 12 should have 
been the same as section 44n . of the Cus­
tomary Courts Law 1957 which reads: 

"A ·supervising authority may of his 
. ~wn or on· the application of any person 
concerne\.L : ... ", and it goes on like that; 

so that section 12 should have read "The 
Chief Justice may of his own motion or on 
the .. application of ax1y accused person", etc. 
That should have given a person who is 
aggrieved of the decision of a . Grade A 
Customary Court the right to file a motion 
in the High Court asking that the Chief 
Justice must exercise his:. povv:er of · review. 
But in this case it is simply permissive in 
view of the fact that the· Chief Justice m ay 
or may not do it. In order to give a v:ery 
bad effect to this section, the last proviso read. · 

. "Provided that three months after the 
last day of the month to which the list 
relates the Chief Justice, the judge, or his 
successor, as the case may be, shall become 
functus ojficio in respect of all cases upon 
the list in respect of which he shall not up 
till then have taken any action". 

So that if after three months the Chief 
Justice does not ask for the list, or does not 
take any action-on the list, that list becomes 
useless in his Chamber . . So I feel, Sir, that 
this is a way, more or less, of twisting the 
effe-ct of this section; I ·would therefore be 
urging the Attorney-General' to reconsider 
at a future date the possibility of drafting 
section 12 in the same manner as 44n·. 

Furthermore, Sir, I like to thank the 
Attorney-General of this Region for h is 
sense of justice because I have ,got several 
occasions to approach him and he has b een 
very helpful at time's; but, at the same time, 
Sir, I should like to give a hint which I think 
Members 'of this House will well app~eciate. 
One sees, everyday, members of the Opposi- · 
tion criticising the customtiry courts; it is 
quite certain that most of these customary 
courts are acting against the wish of the . 
Attorney-General in matters of administering 
justice in their courts. I think that there 
must be an effective supervision of these 
custo:nary courts especially in the Grades B 
and C courts of this Region because the 
Attorney-General, goiug through the list . of 
the Presidents, will know that these pe'bple 
are no doubt Action Groupers in entirety: 
Either they are chiefs who ~re members of 
the Action Group or they are people who have 
lost elections at local level. So I · feel Sir, 
that in order to do that, there must be an 
effective supervision of these · customary 
courts. 

I will give an example from Ilesha 'Urban 
vvhere semi-illiterates_:.no, I wouldn't . say 
semi-illiterates-rather, raw · illiterates · are 
appointed as presidents who cannot tead even 
the words of the Customary Courts. Law. 
Now they are trying accused persons for 
failure to pay rate-s and, under: the provision · 
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of the Law, it is specifically laid down that 
fines shall be paid in .default;. but these 
people, either through ·malice or through 
sheer ignorance of the Law, continue to put 
people into jail even where the terms of the 
law do not say people should go to jail in the 
first instance. Now, in that cas·e, the only 
thing we have is the right of appeal to Grade A 
courts; and I am sure the Attorney~General 

. knows this very well, the accused persons 
will be langl,lishing in jail for six months 
before Grade A courts hear their appeal; 
but, when such a thing happened in Ilcsha, 
I think the Attorney-General met the situation 
very ,¥ell and had to appoint Grade A courts 
~s supervising authorities for that Division. 
Vvitbin a period of one day or two, these 
people were allowed bail and their cases were 
quashed. ·· But if the Attorney-General had 
been like ·the other Ministers who du not 
car~ for a sense of justice but only care for 
politics, he could have left the people to 
suffer and be languishing in prison. 

. That is why I said the Attorney-General is 
a statesman-it might be he is half a politician. 
He is a member of the honourable profession, 
and he does not have to face the people at 
election~, and he is very fair. · I c::tn assure 
the Attorney-General that •\rhen the NCNC 
controls the Midwest, he will be removed to 
be the Attor.11ey-General in the Midwest. 

M r J. 0. Awopeju (Ijebu Remo North): 
l\1r Speaker, Sir, I beg . to support the 
amendment proposed, · and in so doing I 
should like to praise the Attorney-General 
and the hon. Member of the Opposition who 
has just spoken. I think it is a case whefe 

. myself or-let me speak idiomatic English­
himself, the Customary Court Judges and 
myself would cry like "Ephesian Craftsmen 
of Oi.d" and say, raising our hands in terror 
and protest, "Our craft is in danger". Now, 
Sir, I ~m not at all surprised at the amend­
ment proposed by the hon. the Attorney­
General · and Minister ·of Justice for this 

. Region. We have to thank him veu 
immensely for this. It is said that the taste 
of the pudding is in the eating. 

Now, Mr Speaker, Sir, I would say that it · 
was through the operation of the Richard's 
Constitution that the defects which were 
latent ·in it were discovered and s•o many 
amendments resulted which culminated in 
the present Constitution that we now work. 
Now by working the · present Customary 
Court Laws and the Rules of Court governing 
it~ practice, so· many anomalies reared their 
ugly heads, and it is but timely and opportune 
for amendments to follow. ·And not only · 

that; with this amendment there are ,still 
some defects which may still ·be discovered; 
and so, even in spite of this amendment, we 
cannot chant any Gloria yet, for it is said that 
not till the end is the Gloria chanted. . (An 
hon. Member: Are you supporting · or 

. 2) opposzng . . .. 
No. I know there may be some Customary 

Courts presided over by laymen which may 
be a replica of what John Bunyan described 
as Vanity Fair Market where Christian and 
his · friend, . Faithful, were tried. But it 
would be criminal and foolish to attribute 
the doings of these Customary Court Judges 
to the Action Group members. (Cheers). 

Sir, my good Friend---;-the hon. Member 
there-did something where his speech 
appeared to snag like a play of Julius Caesar 
which at its end, and like the play of Thomas 
Ridd which snagged towards the end and 
ending up in a melodrama; so was the speech . 
of my learned Friend at the tail end of it 
when he stai·ted' to attack the character of 
the Customary Court Judges. 

Now, Mr .Speaker, Sir, I do agree that 
these people arc not saints: · they have got 
faults, but the remedy is in our hands as 
lawyers. Thc're is a certain friend in my 
constituency-my friend-a· veteran school- ' 
master who was my colleague when we were 
schoolmasters and is mv friend in other 
respects. I had to take an Order of Prohibition 
against his proceeding in a matter before him, 
but when he -did not do well, I obtained that 
order from the High Court. So if you feel 
that a Customary Court Judge is biased ·or 
prejudiCed, well, you can always take out an 
Order of Prohibition, and it is to the credit 
of this Government that that right was not 
taken away. 

Sir, my good Friepd also meptioned the 
case of the nomination of people who were 
defeated at the elections-either Federal 
elections or Western Re~ion elections­
being appointed Judges. May I remind my 
hon. Friend and the hon. Members of the 
Opposition that all these Customary Judges 
have their oaths, and the oath they subscribe 
to is that they must do justice without fear or 
favour. (Shame, shame). Now I am saving 
that if any of these people do not prove faith­
ful to their oath and, on the contrary, are 
perfidious to it, then it is b<>tween themselves 
and their God. And not only that; we have 
our own earthly and leg~l remedy, namely, 
to· get the matter removed from their hands. 

Now, Mr Speaker, Sir, I would support 
this Bill and I commend to the hon. the 
Attorney-General · the suggestions put by 
th~ hon. Member for the Opposition, 
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namely, that the review of these cases may 
not only be on the motion of the Chief Justice 
but may be at . the instance of any other 
aggrieved person or anybody who is interest­
ed. That is very good, Sir. And not only 
that, Sir. When we suggested that after 
three months, the Judge shall becomefunctus 
officio; I think that it is _only reasonable if 
anybody should not sleep over his right and 
if he fai ls to do anything within three months 
that is his own funeral. (A Member: Very 
good). So, I do not think that is necessary, 
when once the first suggestion-the rewording 
of section 12-is taken into consideration. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to support. 

Mr A. A. Adesanya (ljebu North I): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, may I thank the learned 
Gentleman from the Opposition for the 
compliments he paid to this side of the 
House when he was supporting this Bill. 
'(Interruptions). But Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
cannot think of any other testimony to the 
democratic v:ays of the Members of the 
Government more than what has happened 
today. We have just passed one Bill, that is, 
the Bill for 'Midwest affairs. · Well, we got 
the , Members ··of the Opposition supporting 
it one hundred per cent. Here is this one­
the Customary Courts Law. I am sure 

·- the learned Gentleman there was speaking for 
the Opposition when he got up to say 
"I support the Bill". It follows then, Sir, · 
that the Government of this Region is really 

• democratic., It is a . G-overnment-(Applause) 
-that respects the views of the masses and 
I would only recommend to the Members of 
the Opposition that they should go home and ' 
do likewise in the Governments where they 
hold power. 

It has often been said, Sir, that we learn 
from mistakes much more than from succes­
ses: we often discover what we did by 
pointing out what we could not do, and it is 
he who had never made .a mistake who had 
never made a discovery probably, Sir. 

·This · 'Bill was passed· in· 1957 . and, un­
doubtedly, there are many loopholes in it. 
Sir, I wholeheartedly commend the Attorney­
General · and the Government to which he 
belongs for putting up this amen.~ment. 

Members of the Opposition are at times 
,like sheep without a shepherd. I have said 
it in this House once, and am doing so 
now-(Interruptions). I have said it in this 
House, Sir, and I am repeating it, and I -h'ope 
the. front benchers- particularly my learf?.ed 
Friend .in the front bench there-will drive 
it 'hoinet'6 tl1e'ir' piii-t:y:· ,; (Sha;~e; · 9/iaine).· As 

I have said, they are like sheep without a 
shepherd . . You . could see that they will 
never-(Interrttptions)-they have never, at 
any time, . at least this session, held lheir 
Parliamentary Meeting. (Laughter). A 
Menzber: Correct that English). I am speak­
ing the Queen's English. (Cheers from 
Government Benches). What I would only 
advise, Sir, is that the .front bencher-well', 
unfortunately, the learned Gentleman in tl1e 
front bench could not come today, and I do · 
not know what to term the other Gentleman, 
whether NCNCer or NPC. He has . told us, 
anyway that he vvas speaking on beh'alf . of 
the NCNC and not the NPC. (Inter-· 
ruptions). Well, the learned Gentleman there 
never attended a Meeting of . this !-louse 
before. l\1r Speaker, Sir, my advice to the 
Members of the Opposition is to hold their 
Parliamentary Council Meeting' before they 
come to this House. (Interruptions). I am 
sure, Sir,-(shouts of sit down, sit ·doz()n, 
shame, shame). 

Mr Olaitan: Point of Order Sit, Order 
27, Rule 2. (Prolonged interruptions). A 
l\!Iember must confine his observatioi1s to 
subject ma~ter under discussions and may 
not introduce matters irrelevant thereto. 
(Shame, shame).· 

Mr Deputy Speaker: 
l\1ember please continue. 

\Nill the hon. 

. . 
Mr Adesanya: .My advice to the Opposi­

tion, Sir, in order .that they may not -continue 
to waste the time of this honourqble House, 
is to hold their parliamentary council meetings. . 
(Interruptions). Well, they shou1Ci not just 
come here like sheep without a shepherd. 
vVell, today, Sir, I really commend them, 
particularly the last speaker from the Opposi­
tion. Mr Speaker, Sir, as I have said before, 
they should hold their parliamentary council 
meetings regularly. (Shouts of sit down, sit · 
down, ' shame, shame). I am not surprised at 
what Members of the Opposition are doing: 
they have agreed that truth sometimes 
pinches. · 

Mr A. Adisa (lbadan South-East·R:ural):. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, immediately after the ... ·~.r.:. 
shepherd begins the sheep. Undoubtedly, 
we know our standard of debate in this 
House this morning. There is no doubt 
that he did not do his own work well, a·nd 
next time, when he rises to speak, I am sure he 
will address his speech to the Speaker and 
forget the . ·question of whether · Adisa is 
NPC or NCNC. After all, I did not leave 
the J os Conference in order to ·welcome the 
Sardauna at Ihadan ! If he wants to know 
people '\.vith NPC · tendencie$ . he shopJ9Jo.ok: ~n -: 
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for them in his own camp. (Laughter). He 
~hould try to find out from those people who 
go and worship at the feet of Sir Abubakar 
Balewa every week-end begging him, praying 
him not to create the Midwest. (Shame, ' .. . ' 
shame) . . 

Now, Sir,. I have the greatest pleasure 
indeed• .. in commending_ these people, and 

. I do myself thank the Minister of Justice and 
Attorney-G_eneral whom we have all admired 
in this House, not only with his ministerial 
conduct, but with even his p9litical conduct. 
(Interruptions). - If I want to be appointed a 
Judge, I will go to the Federal territory. 
· .Studying this Bill, there is nothing to 
criticise in its terms because it has been 
prepared by an acti~e lawyer; but the point is 
in his co.:operation. Great fears and axvdeties 
are raised in the minds of all the lVJembers•of 
the Opposition because there are some 
precedents of your oppression, suppression, 

. repression, etc. (Applause). Because of 
these, I· feel . that this Bill is opportune. 
First, it is the repercussion of your deeds­
your fear of what is going to happen to your 
supporters in the Midwest when it is created. 
I believe that you are now trying to set a 
good example. . This kind of Bill, when ' 
properly passed, will serve to save your own 
suppo'rters after the creation of the l\1idvvest 
from · the hands · of Customary Court 
Presidents. 

Now, Sir, I believe that, apart from what is 
enacted ~learly, there are om.issions-clear 
omissions-in this amendment, and I believe 
that the main problem of Customary Courts 
is that they should not be given jurisdiction 
o\rer crim.inal cases. That is the point of 
fact which is supported hot only by the 
analysis made but also by any historical 
evidence. First, ' ;ve note that we speak of 
these. Customary Courts: wh~t are they for? 
The Customary Courts are supposed to 
enforce those customs of ours which have 
attained the stamp of legality; but, instead, 
what do they say is the function of these 
Customary Courts? Purely statutory. You 
have this jurisdiction in criminal cases, in 
statutory offence~, and there are amendments 
as long as the history of their. oppression. 
I am sure that the next oppo.rtunity which 
the Minister of Justice will have will enable 
him to take. away completely the jurisdiction 
o'f all these Customary Courts, because there 
is no way of preventing injustice if you ask a 
man who is very ignorant about law to be a 
judge of so many statutory .functions in 
which, even before eminent lawyers, mi~takes 
are ,made. I do not even think that there is 

any justification whatsoever for givii1g these 
Customary Courts criminal jurisdiction at all; 
but if you say no, you are going to see fire in 
the Midwest when it is created (Applause). 

Now, Sir, as regards the question of 
supervision by the Chief Justice, I believe 
that the horse is put before the cart in this 
matter. We find almost, always in Courts 
presided over by legally qualified presidents·; 
that we can always expect better administra­
tion of justice, and it i,s not in these Courts 
that the real defects have been foun.d. 
Almost always you find it in Courts which 
arc presided over by the laymen: these 
grades C, D, and · B Customary Courts 
presided over by persons who are not qualified 
in Law. · Therefore, one should have thought 
that the Chief Justice should have been given 
supervisory role . over these very Courts of 
iniquity, rather than over the very Courts 
which are presided over by people who are 
qualified in Law. I know that it would be 
said in the way of Hanson that these other 
Courts have supervisors, but my own expe­
rience, Sir, with the greatest respect and de­
ference to the Attorney-General and Minister . 
of Justice, is that these supervisors are, I am 
afraid; af_raid of their daily bread, because if 
they dd exercise their supervisory role .by 
way of· annulling the .convictions or setting 
aside the sentences by these Courts, they 
feel that they might run foul of the hierarchy ·· 
of the Action Group. (.!J..pplause). < 

I know that the , second to the last 'speaker 
said of his experience-(A Government Mem­
ber: The last but one speaher please): Thank · 
you very much for that noble intetjection. 
Now, I feel that what he has said was this, 
that there was a case relating to his friend­
and he himself found that there was glaring 
injustice that he had to go to the High Court 
before he could obtain justice. The point 
he has failed to tell us here is how much he 
spent in order to get the High Court to give 
him his right when it is known that thousands 
of our people under the era of austerity 
created by the Action Group have not .iust 
the money to bring their appeal to the High 
Courts. Is this also "life more abundant"? 
The Life more Abundant stunt of the Action 
Group is very empty and has been wiped out, 
~Shame, shame). · 

M1· Speaker, I will say this: that, in this 
Region unless you have ........... . 

Mr Deputy Speaker: I think what we 
are saying is prosperity through aust~.rity. 

Mr Adisa: Mr Speaker, Sir, speaking of 
prosperity through austerity, I pray God to 
give me prosperity to overcome this ntJsterity 
(Applause). 

. ' 
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·. Mr Speaker, I find one significant point in 
one of the amendments, and that is that the 
Customary Courts of this Region will now be 
empowered to enforce the decisions and 
orders of other Customary Courts. This is 
a very, very good amendment because at 
least it shows that those who have welcomed 
the Sardauna would have at least fulfilled a 
part of their promises-:-their pledges-that 
all these penal codes will now be enforced in 
this Region and that all Alkali Courts, 
whatever they have done, would be rubber·­
stamped ·by the Customary Courts of the 
Western Region. . That is a very wonderful 
achievement of the Action Group. 

Now, Sir, I find, lastly, the question of the 
role ' of assessors-those who are to sit with 
the Judges of Customary Court Presidents. 
Sir, the whole positior. needs, I think, a 
review by the Attorney-General and Minister 
of Justice. I do not think that these assessors 
are behaving well; I do not think it merits 
their retention in the Customary Court panel. 
I believe that what is needed is not in the 
way of appointing more and more assessors, 
but. in the 'way of orily appointing legally 
qualified personnel to man all the Customary 
Courts in the Region; until that is done I can 
only bid good-bye to justice in the Western 
Regioi1. (Applause from Opposition Benfhes). 

The Parliamentary Secretary to . the 
Minis.ter of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources (Alhadji Z. A. Opaleye): Mr 
Speaker, ir} supporting this amendment, I 
would like to make some observations. Now, 
the tin1e is overdue, Mr Speaker, when 
members of the Opposition should be honest 

' to the electorate of this Region. (Interrup­
tions). For instance, Sir, these people will 
come here to criticise this Government in a 
most destructive manner. (Interruptions) . 
We will listen to very constructive criticisms 
and not foolish ones. (Interruptions). 

Mr Deputy Speaker: The word "foolish" 
·in that context, I think,. is unparliamentary 
and should be withdrawn. · · 

M.r Opal eye: Mr Speaker, Sir, I said 
constructive criticism. (Members of the 
Opposition: Withdraw, withdraw). Mr 
Speaker, I withdraw. (Shame, shame). 

Members of the Opposition will come to 
this honourable House and criticise the 
Government. This Bill is . designed to 
consolidate democracy and will make · for 
justice (Interruptions). In the Eastern Region, 
Sir, where the NCNC controls the Govern­
ment, the Ministe~ of Customary Courts is 

responsible .for the appointment of Court 
. Presidents, whereas these people will come 
here and criticise our Government. Whereas 
we have a Local Government Service Board 
an independent Board, responsible for th~ 
appointment of Customary Court P residents 
here in the \Vest, in the Eastern Region the 
Minister of Custc'mary Courts is responsible 
for the appointments. I am therefore telling 
members of the Opposition to write a letter to 
the Premier of the Eastern Region -and tell 
him to amend the Constitution. (Shame, 
shame). They should write to the Premier 
of Eastern Region to amend the Local 
Government · Law in the East so that an 
independent Local Government Service 
Board, as is in .the Western Region, ca'n . 
appoint Customary Court Presidents. You 
only cause confusion when you come here to 
say that Presidents of Custcmary Courts here 
are politicians, whereas, in the Eastern Reaion 
the Minister responsible for Custo~ar~ 
Courts, appoints Presidents of Customary 
Courts. 

Please, we appeal to you to go to the East 
to amend the Law. 

Mr Amadasun: Mr Speaker, ·Sir, 
I rise to oppose vehemently the Second 
Reading of a Bill further to amend . the . 
C1,1stomary.Court Law of the Western Region 
of Nigeria. The Principal Law which this 
Bill envisages to amend, brought into e:::(istence 
in the Western Region the Customary Court 
system, a system which is calculated to be 
the worst weapon of oppression of Action 
Group political opponents. The pc5litical 
atrocities which brought abml't . the 1961 
breakdown of law ·and order in Western 
~igeria ~ere originat_ed and nurt1:1red l;>Y some · 
1rrespons1ble . and culpable actions of a 
majority of the Customary Court Judges or 
Presidents of Grades "C" and "D" Courts 
(Inte-rruptions). (Shouts of "Withdraw, with­
draw" from Government Benches). 

Mr Deputy Speaker: Change the _word 
to "allegation". · 

Mr Amadasun: I beg to withdraw. 
Some of the amendments shown in this 

Bill are indeed very good, when interpreted 
without political bias; but I would :'.: still 
suggest · that the principal Law should 
fur~her be amended so that-

(a) Presidents of Grades . "C" oi "D" 
Customary Courts should hiwe no power 
under the Law to issue warrants of arrest 
on any person in matters· which have 
political colouring. 

(b) Presidents of Grades "C" or "D" 
Customary Courts should have no power 
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in law to refuse b,ail for any accused persons 

·when there are men to bail them. ' 
· (c) Presidents of Grades "C" or . "D" 
c;ou~~s :·should have no power under the 
Law to d_etain an alleged offender for a 
period exceeding two days, instead of 
seven days as at present. 

(d) Presidents of Grades "C" or "D" 
Courts should have no power under the 
Law to. charge an accused person for 
eontempt of court. · 

For instance, Sir, ' at Umagbae Grade "C" 
Customaty Court on 13th March, 1962, 
Cause No. 8/1962: Criminal 'Sum~nons 
No. 21212' of 19th February, 1962, one Mr 
Uwarnae Umakhe, a co-acc:used with Mr A. 
Okundaye, was <m 13th March, 1962 aforesaid 
sentenced by the Judge of this Court to .. a 
week's detention in Her Majesty's Prison for 
contempt of court for allegedly smiling in 
Court. There are many manifold instances 

. 
Region in Customary Courts not presided 
over by legal practitioners. 

Finally, Grade "C" or "D" Customary 
Courts scattered all over the Region are 
noted not for good dispensation of justice,·· 
but for maladministration of justice. The 
legal performances of . a majority of the 
Judges .. of these Courts .. have fallen far below 
expectation. The sooner the Grades "C" 
and "D" Customary Courts are abolished, 
the better it is for the people of the Western 
Region in general and the Midwest ' in 
particular. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, as I have said before, 
from my own political point of view, I, hon. 
V. I. Amadasun, standing in this honourable 
House, oppose this Bill which has brought 
calamity to Action Group opponents all over 
the Western Region. All these unn,ecessary 
Grades "C" and "D" Courts are not required 
in the Benin Division. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to oppose the Bill. 

of events of this IJ.ature in Customary Courts The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
in Benin Division. · ,_ Minister of Home Affairs · (Mr J. G. 
· However, clau~e 3 (b) of this Bifi which Adediran): Mr Speaker, Sir, in supporting 

seeks to. empower the Minister to make the Second Reading of this Bill my observa­
provision, where the Court . consists of more tion is that the Opposition Member for ·· 
than tb:ree members, for the Court to be Ilesha said that Customary Court. Judges / 
constituted by such number of members out Presidents were appointed because of their 

. of the total membership, as the Minister may party ·affiliation. I say, Sir, that this is not 
specify, ·is · welcome. It is common correct.· Customary Court Judges were 
knowledge,. however, that many Grade "C" appointed on merit (Interruptions from Opposi­
Courts of three members in the Midwest tion Benches). Secondly, he said that all 
hold Court sessions, when only a member, · accused persons who an~ tried in Customary 
usually called the President or Judge, is Courts are. NCNC members (Interruptions 
present. This · section will inculcate in from Opposztion Benches). I ~ow that any 
members of courts of multiple membership person whether NCNC or ActiOn Group or 
that none of them, in the eye of the law, is common citizen can be prosecuted in the 
mu~h mo.re important than the other. Customary Co~rts. 

Section 12. of this Bill which empowers the Again, Sir, he said that Customary Court 
Chief Justice or any Judge of the High Judges usually run to councillors in regard. 
Court so designated by the Chief Justice, to to tbeir salary or basic allowances. I say, 
require any President of a Grade "A" or Sir, that Customary Court Judges are 
"B" . Court; who· is a legal practitioner, to appointed by the Local Government Service 
forward to the Chief Justice or a Judge of the Board. (Cheers from Government Benches). 
High Court, as the case may bel a list of all :!'heir salaries, allowances and sitting fees 
criminal cases, or specified c.riminal cases, are fixed by the Local Government Service 
.decided or brought before such President . Board and not by the Local Government 
during any specified month, is welcome. Council. (Interruptions from . the Opposition 
This section empowers the Chief Justice or a Benches). The impression that Customary 
Judge of the High Court to mitigate or annul Court Judges will decide in fayour of 
any penalty inflicted on any persrm bv the Councillors because they want inr;:reases 
President of a Grade -"A" or· "B" Gourt. in their pay, according to Opposition Mern­
A system whereby-the list of criminal cases bers, is what I want to correct. 
gecided or .. brought to Grade "C" Courts 
will · be required by Court Supervisors 
should also be introduced, for Ruch a sv!':tem 
will correct and put right manv mi~carriages 
of justice now being experienced all over the 

·, 

Chief Iv.:hodaro: Mr Speaker, Sir, I like 
first of all, to cYpress mv gratitude to hon. 
Members of the Oppmdtion who showed me 
courtesy and generosity by their remarks. 
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I can only say that it is always mine and my 
Ministry's great pleasure to assist any Mem­
ber of the Government or the Opposition, 
and whatever suggestion they bring forward 

·' for the improvement of the Customary 
Courts, we are ever willing to adopt them . 

Some of the .amendments that have come 
before this House are actually due to some 
individual Members. I am not mentioning 
names, but I know some barristers who have 
come forward with their letters making special 

·remarks or speaking to us about certain 
sections of the law, and ,asking us to consider 
them. I would like to take this opportunity 
too to express my appreciation to the Ibadan 
Bit for their examination of the Customary 
Court Law and their willingness at all times 
to make very responsible suggestions to the 
Ministry of Justice. 

I appreciate all this co-operation because 
I certainly feel that we have roomfor improve­
ment. We have not exhausted all the possible 
amendments for the Cust'omary Court Law 
but I am averse to bringing amendments 
piecemeal, and that .is why we have accumulat-

. ed most of these, and that is also' why in this 
House today we have about twenty-two 
amendments. We compile them from time 
to time and,' at one sitting, we bring them 
forward. ,, 

I would lil~e, however, to make remarks 
about one or two salient points which have 
been made in the course of this Debate. 
The most important' one is that there should 
be some right of election-what the lawyer 
calls the rigpt of somebody going to court 
and being able to make a choice whether he 
should appear before you or' should appear 
before another court. It is something which, 

.of course, I ·am prepared to consider, but 
it is not a problem which I can tell you · 
off-hand that I will accept, because it has very 
many amplifications and very many complica­
tions. (Cheers from Government Benches). 

There is one other point I would like to 
make; Sir. We have made every attempt, 
every possible human attempt, to keep 
politics out of the courts. I am speaking 
sincerely. All Presidents of "A" and "B" 
Courts- those courts manned by lawyers­
are not chosen by me or by the hon. the 
Premier. Those members, those Presidents, 
are chosen by the Judicial Service Board. 

The Chief , Justice of the Region is the 
Chairman of the Judicial Service Commission; 
and we have introduced this measure because 
.the main object is to make the public have 
confidepce in these court judges and to kn_ow 

----.... ...... _-

that, after all, these Presidents are not the 
hand-maid . of politicians. They are not our 
puppets. Members and presidents of C and 
D courts are appointed by the Local Govern­
ment Service Board. · It is tme that some of 
you might say, "Well, that is still not satisfac­
tory enough''. · The- only alternative · to that 
would be for this House to give me pers-onally 
the power of appointing ' the Customary 
Court Judges. If you give me that power, I 
would be prepared ·to utilise it. But I know· 
that most of you would be very hesitant. 
However much you may appreciate whoever 
is the holder of the post of Minister of Justice, 
I know that you will be most reluctant to 
entmst such powers into his hands,· but you 
should know that in O!j.e part of this Federa­
tion my . colleague is responsible for ma·l~ing 
such a choice. Of course, I do not say that 
you, should follow that pattern, because this is 
the West and we must abide by out own 
principles. ' 

And one other point which h~s been raised 
is this: somebody has suggested that criminal . 
cases shc;mld be taken outside the jurisdiction 
of the customary courts. I am quite surprised 
to hear that from the learned lawyer . 

Opposition Benches: He meant C and 
D courts. 

Chief Ighodaro: Let us presume C and . 
D. Have you ever ·examined the statistics of 
criminals cases in this country? The number is 
mounting. And what are we going to do 
with those villages and those communities · 
where crimes are mounting from time to time? 
You have not got enough· magistrates to 
tackle all these problems. And -not only 
that; let us examine the old Native Court 
Ordinance. Whether you call the old courts 
Native Courts or Provincial Courts,. when·. 
you examine the law relating to Native 
Authorities you find that~ in ·the past, native 
court presidents or native court judges had · 
criminal jurisdiction. Today, in the 20th 
century, iri 1962, when we have even m ade 
progress, and when 'we have walked through· 
the corridors of time to where we are today, 
you say that these men should not have any 
criminal jurisdiction. . I think this is very 
difficult. We have suggested other methods 
of improving the courts but I think there is 
no harm in their having crim.inal jurisd.iction. 

One Member made what I may Gall a 
serious indictment. He said that some 
supervising. authorities were fr~ghtened. _ I 
would not like to say that he satd ·they were 
afraid. I do not like to believe that he wa·s 
serious. I do not think that there - are 
supervising _ _!luthorities in this Region who 
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. ar~ 9-friid to do their duties. The only thing 
I would like to say is that there is no reason 
why anyone who is really in difficulty should 
not approach the supervising authorities, 
who can always put things right. 

. One last word I would like to say is that the 
customary courts on the whole are doing 
their work gallantly. And Members must 
have th'e courage to praise them when they 
deserve to be praised. .One thing · that I 
would like to say is that I do not like to see 
the authority of the customary courts flouted. 
I .regret-I am very serious-(Interruptions). 
I regret that in that part of the world where 
I come from-the Midwest-in the past, 
there has been a great deal ·of flouting the 
authorities of the customary courts-(Inter-

. mptions)...:_and ' I hope that things will 
improve, and for things to improve in tha~ 

. area I have made a special case for a·ppointing 
the Chief · Magistrates in this Area from 
Benin and Delta to be the Supervising 
Authbrities. · I have already made that re­
mark: I hope things will improve. One 
thing I want to assure Members is that I do 
not like people to trifle with the dignity of 
customary court presidents. You must see 
that their dignity is maintained. I am not 
to defend them, but I must use all the powers 
at my disposal to see that their dignity is 
maintained. 

Mr Speaker Sir, I do not intend, nor do I 
think . I can even exhaust all the things I 
want to say on this ·occasion; ther·e is still 
some opportu:n.ity com.ing during the Budget 
debate; when it comes to my Head-the 
Ministry of Justice-whatever lacuna I have 
left unfi_lled ~ will take the opportunity at 
the time to do them. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. 

Question put an<! agreed to. 

BiU accordin,f!ly read a Second time and 
committed to a Committee of the whole House. 

Bill immediately considered in committee. · 

(In the Committee). 

. Clauses 1 to 23 agreed to. 

· (M r Speaker resumed the Chair). 

Bill reported without amendment, read the 
Thi1·d time cmd passed. . 

· · · Sitting susper;-ded at 2. 20 p.m. 

· .Sitting resumed at 8.15 p.m • 

I ' 

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE 
Motion for an Address 

Adjourned Debate on Question (28th 
March)-

"That an humble Address be presented 
to His Excellency the Governor in the 
following terms:-

This House expresses its loyal and 
dutiful thanks to Your Excellency for 
the most gracious Speech addressed to 
both Houses of the Legislature; 

And that· this Address be formally 
presented by the Leader of the House 
and the Mover of the Motion"" 

Question again proposed. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Finance (MrD. K. Olumofin): 
Mr Speaker Sir, I rise to support the Motion 
of Thanks to His Excellency the Governor of 
Western Region for his Speech from the 
Throne. In doing so I would like to make 
some observa'tions on .one or twq important 
poi~ts. 

In the first place, I would like to congra­
tulate His Excellency the Governor for the 
Speech from the Throne; and in congratula­
ting the Governor I think Mr Speaker will 
agree with me that "the Governor is in a 
unique position, not only in Western Nigeria, 
but also in the whole Federation. This 
Address should be endot;sed by the House 
before being presented to His Excellency the 
Governor by both the hon. Leader of the 
House and Minister of Finance and hon. 
the Leader of the Opposition. I hope my 
FJ-iend, the hon. Fani-Kayode, will go with 
the Leader of the House to present this 
Address to His Excellency on this occasion. 

There is one point made by the Opposition 
about the alleged break-down of ·law and 
order. I would like to say that, although 
elsewhere in the Federation nolitical powers 
are being misused, Wf'stem Nigeria remains 
a citadel of democr~cy, and law and order 
remain undisturbed in Western Ni1!eria. If 
Western Nigeria --had not been a ' citadel of 
democracy, most of the members opposite 
(pointinR to the Opposition Benches) might 
have been jailed becam~e they did a lot 
of thin!rs to cause trouble and unrest, and 
tried to bring-chaos to the Reg-ion, but for the 
t~ctful . n~tience of the Government of this 
Re:fYinn . I rememberth~t cert~in mischievous 
pnlitidnns from beyond the conflu~>nce of 
the NiP"er ::~nd Re:nue c~me here ~nd made 
provocative and inflamatory speeches calcula-

' I 

141 

[M 
ted 
law 
eve 
and 
cou 
imf 
me1 
con 
to l; 

1 
the 
abo· 
driv 
of 1' 
SIOn 

will 
that 
give 
"roa 
we ~ 
that 
and 
the 
then 
I WI 

(Intt 
Poli< 
driv« 
diffic 
andJ 
the t 
and 
I wil 
sha1n 

.Be 
appe 
the I 
Lead 
to H 
the 1: 
Thro 

M1 
Mr ~ 
that~ 
Excel 
from 
Spee< 
up"to 
Inder 
four 1 

'( 
bril 

( 
ere: 

(: 
ord 



140 

(~8th 

en ted 
1 the 

: and 
y' for 
ed to 

mally 
-louse 

• the 
Qfin): 
[otion 
1.or of 
0. the 
make 
:>rtant 

mgra-
>r the 
atula-
:r will 

m a 
igeria, 
This 

:.rouse. 
cy the 
)f the 

hon. 
>e my 
) with 
t this 
:asion. 

>sition 
v and 
no ugh 
'owers 
:ma1ns 
order 

:a. If 
del of 
'posite 
might 
a lot 
t, and 
~or the 
>f ·this · 
ievous 
1ce of 
made 

tlcula-

,, 

141 J.11otion f~r 2i"D AP'iuL, 1962 an Address 142 

[MR 0LUMOFIN] 

ted to cause trouble or to incite people to 
lawlessness; but the Government <lid 
everything p o s sib 1 e to avert trouble; 
and these acts of incitement to lawlessness 
could never have been carried out with 
impunity elsewhere in the country-not to 
mention · the . Eastern Region-but I must 
congratulate the Government for being able 
to keep its head all along. 

There is one aspect of the Speech from 
the Throne-a vital point I want to talk 
about-which is in relation to professional 
drivers. I should like to call the attention 
of Mr Speaker to the recklessness of profes­
sional drivers. Most of us. using the roads 
will agree that they (the drivers) always think 
·that the roads belong to them; they will not 
give way. They do not know what we call 
"ro~d courtesy", particularly the lorry drivers. 
We should like to appeal to the Police, to see 
that these drivers keep the laws of tlie road 
and observe traffic regulations. · If 1 were 
the police I would arrest them and charge 
them/ to court. And if I were a magistrate 
I would jail them and seize their licences. 
(Interruptions). So I would appeal to the 
Police that they must take care of these 
drivers on the road as we are all experiencing 
difficulties from their irresponsible actions, 
and most of them think that if they contravene 
the traffic laws they will just be taken to court 
and fined. . If I were a magistrate, I repeat, 
I will send them all to jail. (Shouts of shame, 
shame,jrom the Opposition Benches). 

Before I take my seat 'I ~ish to make an 
appeal. (Interruptions) . I would appeal to 
the Leader of the House to see to it that the 
Leader of the Opposition accompanies him 
.to His Excellency the Governor to deliver 
the humble Address for his Speech from the 
Throne. · 

MrW. E. Aghahowa (Benin South-East): 
l\!Ir Speaker Sir, in support of the Motion 
that a humble Address be presented to His 
Excellency the Governor for his able Speech 
from the Throne, I have this to say. This 
Speech ought to have been the first and most 
up;. to-date on Nigeria's Second . year of 
Independence, but it has failed to be so in 
four principal aspects:-

(1) it ' fails to stipulate how to combat 
bribery and corruption in this Region; 

(2) do.thing was said about the impending 
·. creation of the Midwest State; 

· {3) the eff:!ctive maintenance of law and 
· order in; this Region; and 

(4) the extension of governmental ameni­
ties to the people living in the rural areas. 

Dealing on my first point Sir, all right­
thinking ~igerians hold fmnly to the view 
that bribery and corruption have done a lot 
of damage to the social fabric of this· yoljng 
promising Federation, and this Region in 
particular. Since the Government has done 
nothing positive to bring this evil pnictice 
to a halt, it appears as 1f the Government is 
aiding and abetting it. We are now go,ng to . 
accept, as our way of life, prospenty through 
auster.ty, accord,ngto the Governor's Speech. 
Bnbery and corrupt.on w1ll, I am sure, wear 
uglier . faces. It w,ll therefore be highly 
appreciated if this Government can set up an 
Ant1-Bribery Comm.ttee in each of the 
admtmstrat,ve provmcial headquarters 
throughout the Regwn, and a more crafty 
leg1slat.o:g brought up to eradicate the ev1l 
from our soc,ety. . 

On the Midwest issue. Although there 
might have b~en some slight legal typo­
graphical errors in the first lVlot.on moved 
last year for the creat1on of the Fourth Reg, on 
in N 1geria, to be knowr: as the Midwest State, 
yet events-(Interruptzons from Government 
Benches)-connected w.th the creat.on of the 
State are such that-noth1ng can hold back the 
creation of the Midwest State. The Speech 
from the Throne ought to have stated that, 
before long, a Fiscal Corrl.mission will be set 
up to share the R~gion's revenue with the new 
Midwest Region. (Cheers). · 

This Region . has passed through a most 
crucial period in the current ·year ·which 
ended a few days ago. I mean _the alleged 
breakdown of law and order in this Region. 
Everybody in this R!=!gion has suffered in qne · 
way o.r the other. Throughout that ·:period, 
the Local Government Police was of less use 
in view of their gross ignorance and lack of 
training coupled with the poor academic · 
grounding of nearly all of them. I would 
therefore suggest that provision be made for 
our young men with full secondary grammar 
and post-school certificate background to be 
encouraged to join the Local Government 
Police in order to improve efficiency. · Any­
body who watched most of them connected 
with court prosecution will agree that the 
Local Government Police is a miniature of 
the Nigeria Police. · A more comprehensive 
training .which wjll not in cany way be inferior 
to that ' of the· Nigeria Police should be 
introduced forthwith. And if the need 
should arise, the Local Government Police 
should be integrated with the Nigeria ·Police 
ip _ Jhe · in~erest of . efficiency. The .Local 
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Government Police, as it is at the moment, 
"is, to say the least, a wash-out. 

The Minister of Justice, or whoever it may 
concern; will be doing the greatest disservice 
to the entire populace of this Region if he 
continues to appoint local Action Group 
politicians as Customary Court Presidents . . 
(Cheers · ]1'0nt Opj;osition Benches). The 
Government should make it a point that only 
people with a clean past shall be considered 
for customary court presidentship, partic­
·ularly the Grades B and C courts. 

On the extension of amenities to the people 
:',: living in the rural areas, the electorate of 

hypocritical practices towards the people of 
the Midwest. · · 

On the Government's much publicised 
austerity measure, why should this Govern­
ment ditfer from what the other Governments 
. of the Federation have adopted? With all 
the power at my command I call on this 
Government' to adopt the same austerity 
measures as adopted by all the other Govern­
ments of the Federation. Any attempt to 
ditter will, I am sure, make the Six-year 
Development Plan ably presented to us this · 
morning a complete failure. 

·with these few remarks I rise to support 
the Motion. · 

Benin Division have been criminally forgotten Mr s. A. Akerele (Ekiti North-East I): 
in the way of governmental distribution of Mr Speaker S_ii-, I rise to join those who are 
amenities. Three years ago th~ Midwest expressing the dutiful thanks of this honour­
Advisory Council recommended, with a able House to our Excellency the Governor 
certificate of urgency, a rural water scheme for the Speech which he has most graciously 
for Evbohighae, Ugo, Evboesi, in Iyeke- delivered from the Throne. This Speech 
orhiomwon, Benin' Division. When the has outlined in full the progressive plans of. 
hon. Olusa visited the Iyekeorhiomwon · G T 
Council, he' gave a categorical' assurance that our dynamtc overnment. hese are just 
water will be available within twelve months. a few of ,the points contai~ed in the Speech. s 

Chief Ekwejunor-Etchie, the Minister of The Expenditure.-The Governor in his 
Justice......... Speech, had mentioned that the Government , 

would spend £240.1 million as its expenditure 
Chief Odebiyr: Point of Order, Sir. f h · d h 

The h6n. Member is a Regional Minister in or t e next stx years an t . at £90.3 million 
the Ministry of Trade and Industry, and not would be for capital projects. 
the Minister of Justice, The ·census.-The Governor ·also touched 

, upon the keen anxiety of our progressive 
Mr Aghahowa: C hie f Ekwejunor- Government to arouse the interest of our 

Etchie · also came round to give a further · ,populace in the forthcoming census as the 
assurance. l-Ie even told l:l~ that the road - population statistics is essential to the 
passing through Agbor, via Ugo, to Sapele formation of sound economic planning. The 
was then on the current year's estimate for Western Nigeria Government is to be credited 
bituminous surfacing. The U rhonigbe-Um.otu for thi~ appropriate and fitting propaganda 

· water project is still today a paper programme; on the . ce:1.sus, as lack of st).ch propaganda 
· None of these projects, Sir, ever saw the in the past was responsible for the inaccurate 
light of day. reckoning of our population. Our people 

Nothing ruins a Government than when were not keen on being counted, partly 
it promises and fails. It is a surprise to see because many people thought that it was the 
that a village like Isho and Ogbese in the Government's subtle method of numbering 
Yoruba West, which is not as big as a street people for taxation, and partly because, in 
in Eubohighae or Urhonigbe, should have many areas in our land, people thought it was 
water while bigger places in the Midwest contrary to native law and custom to know 
have none. exactly how many people there are in a town 

During the last Budget 1V1eeting of this or village. 
honourable House, the Minister of Education Welfare State.-The Governor in his 
gave an assurance that the Edo College Address also touched the Government plans 
£25,000 expansion schemes will be implemen- to develop a welfare state by encouraging 
ted. · He also gave another positive assurance and fostering the spirit of community develop­
in respect of the Technical School for Benin. ment and self-help. The Government has 

. , What . is the position now, Sir? Again, the introduced a number of measures arranged · 
much publicised Midwest Secretariat is also and supervised by capable Government; 

, . not built. Vvhen will this Government· stop officials by means of which leadership training 
deceiving the people 0f the Midwest area? is carried out throughout the whole of this 
Therefore, Mr Speaker, I seize this opportu- Region; examples are the training of the · · f 
nitY to call on this Government to stop her Shasha Boys, by means of which roads and. 
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bridges have been known t o have been 
constructed through its able officials afield. -
It has already established four farm projects ' 
in appropriate centres in the Region: one- , 
the Igede ·Farm Project-is established in 
Ekiti Division, through the careful scheming 
of this Government; the surrounding ten 
villages and towns have been stimulated to 
make the farms and the roads to them by 
means of communal eftort for the use of about 
one ·hundred boys who are selected from each 
of all the towns and villages concerned. 
We want many more of such schemes and 
we are extremely · grateful for what the 
Government has done. 

Improvement of Agriculture.- The Governor 
said that development of agricultural tech­
nique and production will be accelerated by 
means of . appropriate training and research' 
work. He also mentioned that Government 
has alr;eady settled our young school leavers 
as farmers on 7,000 acres of land. These 
Farm Settlements are established in suitable 
places throughout the whole of the Western 
Region. They can be found at-

(i) Utagba-Uno in Aboh Division, Delta 
Province; 

(ii) Ekpoma in Ishan Division in Benin 
Province; 

(iii) Mbiri in Asaba Division in Benin 
Province; . 
- (iv) Onishere in Ondo Division in Ondo 
Province; 

(v) ·Erin Ek,iti in Ekiti Division in Ondo 
Province; 

(vi) Okitipupa Division m Ondo 
Province ; ' · 

(vii) Esha-Oke in Ilesha Division in Oyo 
Province; 

(viii) Ilora in Oyo Division of Oyo 
" Province; , 

(ix) Ogbomosho in Ogbomosho Division 
in Ibadan Province; 

(x) Ago-Owu in Oshun .Division in 
Ibadan Province; 

(xi) Ifo in Egba Division in Abeokuta 
Province; 

(xii) Ado-Odo in Egbado Division in 
Abeokuta Province; 

(xiii) Ibiade (Waterside) in Ijebu Divi-
sion, · Ijebu Province. 

As said .above, our Government has already 
settled hundreds of our young school leavers 
on these settlements; it has expended 
thousands of pounds on.. each · of these 
settlements. It . has thus provided employ­
ment for several thousands of our citizens 
in each of these Divisions where the settle­
ments are situated, and thereby contributed 

in a large measure to making life more 
abundant for them all. Equally and . also 
import~.mt, thes_e settlements are meant to 
produce a new generation of young inen who 
will respond more readily to modern· methods 
of farming, especially to encourage meth~ds . 
of growing cocoa, citrus, coffee, coco-nuts, 
palm trees, etc . . 

I must add that Farm Institutes are also 
established in these areas- . .,_· 
~.-,-. (a) We have the Rural Farming Centre 

at Asaba; . 
(b) Ilesha Farn Institute at Ilesha; 
(c) Odeda Farm Institute is sited at 

Odeda near 'Abeokuta; 
(d) Agbadu Farm Institute in Urhobo 

Division in Delta Pro'vince; 
(e) Ikorodu Farm Institute in Ikeja 

Division in Colony Province. 

Our boys, Mr Speaker Sir, who are studying' 
at all these Institutes, and the several hundreds 
of people employed at each of the Institutes 
understand perfectly the A-ction Group adage 
of "Life more abundant for all". · . ' · 

I must mention here, Sir, that our able 
Government has intensified, oh all these 
Farms, modern improvements of livestock 
and poultry farming and increased the 
production of highly nutritious eggs. I must 
however warn our ever-watchful Government 
about certain dangers that may utterly upset 
all the carefully planned schemes that our 
Government has established for the advance• 
ment of our race. These dangers are 
twofold-

(i) Secret threats to the students ;nd 
settlers from the former ~:)\\rners of the 
lands which our Government has acquired. 

(ii) Unscrupulous handling as well as 
misappropriation of the crops of the 
students and settlers by certain officials 
who care very little for the Government's 
success in its agricultural experiments. 

These two facts have been responsible for 
scaring away many settlers and students from 
their farms . 

Credit Facilities to Farrners.-The Governor 
has mentioned that our vigorous· Government 
will intensify its system of giving credit 
facilities to o1:1r farmers throughout the whole 
of the West'ern Regi<;m. I must mentio.n 
here, Sir, that the Action Group Government 
of the Western Region needs to be congratu­
lated for tl1is important policy; The Finance 
Corporation has established 209 Local Loans 
Boards throughout the whole of this Region 
and each Division has a number of them. 
All these 20Y Local Loans Boards have alre.ady 
loaned out a total sum of £218,730 to farmers 
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and the ·fishermen· of this Region. In order 
that I may be able to satisfy our NCNC 
critics. that our Government has not neglected 
the J'viid'west area in .its distributiOn of 

· amenities, Lmust say that-
(i) Asaba Farmers and fishermen, with 

twenty-three Local Loans Boards, have 
already borrowed £9,906 from the Western 
N1gena Fmance Corporation; 

(ii) Benin Division Farmers and Fisher­
·men, with six Local Loans Boards, have 
borrowed £14,189; 

(iii)" Afenmai Division Farrners, etc., 
with three Local Loans Boards; · have 
borrowed £2,798. · 

Our Government should be vigilant about 
. certain fraudulent members of these Local 

Boards who defraud our farmers on the loans 
by misappropriating certain percentages ?f 
the fanners' loans for their own use and, 111 

sorne cases, converting the whole of the 
. farmers' refund "to their own use and, when 
detected, absconding from their ·territory -· 
and thereby making the farmers pay sorrow­
fully twice for the money they have borrowed. 
These are those who appear to have been 
deten:nined to sabotage our Government's 
good intentions. We have a few of these 
in my I)istrict, where many farmers who 
refunded their loans three, .four, five or six 
years ago ·are now called upon to make fresh 
repayments, because their former. refunds 
did not reach Government coffers. 

The method of making these loans and 
their refunds should be scrutinised by the 
Government. 

.Mr Speaker, Sir, I have a: separate motion 
on the establishment of new industries and 
improvement of trade, and I think therefore 
that I may still have a better opportunity to 
talk on this fully·, later on. Meanwhile, 
I just want to say that we must be grateful for 
the· loans made by the Finance Corporation 
towards 'the Development of indigenous 
private enterprises throughout' the whole of 
the Region. For instance, · these sums of 
money have already been lent towards the 

· development of local trade in this Region: 

' Toward~· market development 
Sawmills, etc. 
Launch · Services · ... ·. 
Buses .. . . 

. Hotel development 
Erection of Produce Stores 
Food processing machinery 
Ceramic Industry 

£ 
. 48,835 
105,700 

90,140 
199,350 
·34,000 
25,000 
17,985 
50,000 

Footwear Industry 
lVIotor Park improvements 

£ 
4,000 

13,350 

The Western Nigeria Government has already_ 
spent a total sum of £723,060 on these types 
of projects in different parts of the \Vestern 
Region. · 

Mr J. 0. Omokowajo: Point of order, 
Sir. Order 27 (1): "A Member shall not 
read his speech. It appears the hon. Member. 
is reading his speech. (Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: Wilf the han. Member 
please continue. 

1 

Mr Akerele: Mr Speaker, Sl.r, that is 
really how I should read when I want to teach 
the uninformed. 

The Government has tarred a good many 
roads throughout the whole of the \Ve.stern 
Region and we are extremely grateful· ror 
those tarred in Ekiti Division. But tarring of 
these roads is still very important in view of 
the big' towns they connect: 

Egosi-Ire-Igbemo road ... 
Iddo-Osi-Igede road 
Ushi/Ilogbo road... . 
Igbole- Ifinshin I Awe road 
Egosi-Aiyede junction 
Iddo-Orin-Ifaki road 

miles 
12 
11 
1 
1 
2 
7 

34 

If these roads are tarred, this Government 
should have served a set of people who know 

· how best to be grateful to the Action Group 
Government of the Western Region. 

The Government has promised a rigorous 
erection of pipe-borne water in all urban 
communities as well as construction <;>f rural 
water supply schemes in all the nooks and 
corners of the Western Region. We are 
grateful for those already erected, but I must 
beg to say that the water works at Oye Ekiti 
which was completed over a year ago has not 
supplied a gallon of water to anybody in that 
town. 

Again, for the past few years, the Regional 
Government has always set aside in the 
Estimates an amount of money for the .. 
Aiyede Ekiti Water supply. · In 1959 a wat'er 
engineer came into the town to rase the hopes ' 
o! the people, but nothing has been done ever ­
smce. 

All the other big towns in Ekiti, like Iddo, · 
Ire, !shan, Osi, Ushi, Ifaki, Itaji, Ilogbo, 
etc., still draw their water directly from the 
brooks and they all produce their, lights from 
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oil lamps 'and candles. I therefore solicit 
pipe-borne water and electricity supplies in its 
Development Plan for all these towns. 

. ' . -.The Governor also said that the 'Govern­

. /J ment would control endemic and epidemic 
• diseases, as well as intensify its treatment of 

leprosy. The Government will also extend 
the type of treatment it has in urban areas 
for tuberculosis into rural areas. It will 
tackle the problems of malnutrition; it will 
reform the local government system; it will 
improve Customary Courts and local police. 
. lVIr Speaker, Sir, with all these behind my 

mind, I beg to support. 

The . Parliam~ntary Secretary to the 
Premier (MrS. A. Adeniya): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I beg to spea'k in support of the Motion of 
Thanks to His Excellency for His Excellency's 
Gracious Speech from the Throne. ~· filr ~ ~rc 

-- I am hap.py to note that the Speech contains 
a new Six-Year · Development Plan. The 
programme has a proposed total expenditure 

· of £240 million, of which £90 mil,lion will be 
spent on tarring and impro,ving our roads, 
supplying water and electricity to towns and 
villages in the Region, building more schools 
and hospitals, establishing new industries and 
providing other basic amenities for the 
people of this Region. · This is a laudable 
scheme and I am sure that by the time the 
scheme would have been completed, this 
Region will be.a very happy place to live in as 
everybody, regardless of his place of birth 
or living, will enjoy all the modern amenities 
of life and unemployment will be completely 
wiped out. 

Mr Speaker, tllis Government must be 
congratulated for the bold step it is taking to 
solve unemployment in this country. The 
Government has, in partnership 'Vith some 
foreign investors, established industries in 
lkeja, Abeokuta, Ibadan and other parts of 
the. Region. It has also established oil 
palm plaiJ.tations and oil fnill factories, _ 
rubber plantations and rubber factories in, 
many parts of the Midwest, thus giving 
employment opportunities to several thou- . 
sands of workers. The . Government is still 
very busy pursuing its plan to industrialise 
the Region so that everybody may be gainfully 
employed. When the Government of this 
Region has been doing all these, what has the 
Federal Government done . to solve or to 
attempt to solve the problem of t).nemploy­
ment in this Region? Nothing. Or is the 

. Western Region not. part of the Federation of 
Nigeria? 

~-- . . 

The other point I should like to mention 
is the question of austerity measures recently 
announced by the Premier of the Region. 
Since its announcement the other Govern­
ments have also announce.d their austerity \ · ' 
measures. I support austerity, but I would · 
want this Government to influence . the 
Federal Government to reduce 'the heavy 
duties on imported goods like petrol,· cars and 
commercial vehicles. These heavy duties 
will bring heavy increases in the prices of local 
foodstuffs. 

One other ·point I would like this Govern­
ment to take up with the Federal Government 
is the question of importing goods which are 
made locally. If the Federal Government 
can disallow the importation of foreign goods 
which are manufactured locally, industries 
established by the varipus Regional govern­
ments will flourish quickly and their employ­
ment-power will increase. 

On the question of Census, when in 1952 . 
the then Central Government decided to 
conduct a census of this country; many 
people were under the· impression that the 
census· was meant for · tax purposes; so that 
a true and an accurate counting \vas not 
possible. Now that we have another oppor­
tunity, I hope hon. Members \vill help to 
propagate the importance of the forthcoming 
census. Do not let us mislead our people 
into believing that' the census is meant for 
tax purposes, :is was do11:e in 1952. 

Mr Speaker, I beg to support. 

MrJ. 0. Omokowajo (Okitipupa.North­
West): Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to speak on 
the Motion of Thanks to His Excellency, the 
Governor of Western Nigeria, and in doing 
so I would like to make the following obser­
vations. 

In the. first place, I wish to speak on 
"austerity" measures. As described by the . 

. hon. Premier, he said "prosperity via , 
austerity". But I think what we have in 
the Western Region actually is "prosperity 
via cruelty". (J[ear, hear). I will explain 
that to 'you quickly. Now, you say you want 
prosperity via austerity in the ' Western 
Region; let the Prenlier and all his Ministers 
refund all they have taken from the Regional 
Government for the first one year. A 
Minister takes £90 basic allowance for his 
car; a Parliamentary Secretary take~{ about 
£60; and then they claim over £5,000 per 
annum at on·e shilling per mile ! . Some 
Ministers . will just · leave Ibadan and go · to 
their constituencies and sleep there for· .f\ 
week and then they come back, to tell their 
finance clerks that they have toured aU over . . • . _, , -
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the Region. · (Shame, shame). If you want, 
in actual fact) prosperity, the Ministers 
shoulsJ. all go and park their cars in the 
P remie.r's Office and get no allowances 
whatsoever. It is then that we want pros­
perity via austerity, but not as we have it now. 
Inwgine, a Minister's car earns more than 
what I earn in this House and some of you, 

. when you go out, you say that this is local . 
running. L ocal running: how many miles? 
6,000 miles at one shilling per mile! I know 
people say: "None go so far, as they do not 
know .. where they are going". You do not 
know· where you are going? (Opposition 
Benches: Good talh; Fire on, fir£! them). 
Bec2.),l&e the NCNC announced "austerity 
measures" in their Port Harcourt Convention 
the Premier of this Region ran to the Pres~ 
and announced austerity in the Western 
Region; reduced the salaries of this and cut 
the allowances of that. Now you have gone 
even to the· extent of removing the basic 
_al:owances of civil servants. Mr Speaker, 
Str, wl?at do you expect the civil serva?ts to 
do.? r am sure that many of them Wlll not 
?e able _to ?o to their offices to do their daily 
~ob. Str, 1f you actually want "austerity" 
m the · Western . Region, make the basic 
allowance of all the Members of the House 
to be equal. .. 

Do you know what tliis clearly shows? 
I am speaking to you through Mr Speaker. 
I tel early shows that the Western Legislature is 
inferior to other Legislatures in the Federation. 
Members of t.his honourable House are on 
salaries of £840 per annum and .. Members 

·of the Federal. House are on £1,000 per 
annum, so that tf you take 10 per cent from 
their · salary .of £1,000 they still have £900. 
(Interruptions). You had not more than 
2,000 votes when you contested the elections. 
I had more than 13,000 votes. I beat my 
Action Group opponent by over 5,000 votes. 
Those people who just rejoice do not know 

. what the Ministers are doing; they have other 
~ources to make money which you do not 
know: . (Che_ers from Opposition · Benches) . . 
A M1mster m the Western Region went to 
the Midwest. I am saying this and I can 
say it qutside this House ... ; .. (Interrut;tions). 

-M r Olumofin: Point of order. 
9rder 27 (6) :. No Member shall" impute 

~ rmproper, mot1ves t0 any other Member. 
. ~t ~s my :v~ew that the M~mber for Okitipup~ 

1G U'l111UtU'lfJ dnngerously lfl'lt'H'O~er motives to 
· the Mini!lt~.:ra of this Region as 'to their sources · 

of ,. venue. · 

Mr Speaker: Order I Order I The Mem­
ber for Okitipupa should contirnle. 

Mr Omokowajo: Mr Speaker, , Sir, 
I will continue with this sentence. The 
greatest offence a man can commit in his life 
is for him to· deceive himself. Don't deceive ·· 
yourselves. You are not happy with the 
austerity measures too. (Interruptions). Mr 
Speaker, Sir, what I want to show is that 
Action Group backbenchers go about saying 
that the austerity is not good; the NCNC 
went and put it forward. If you are not 
happy at the austerity you should be bo.d to 
tell y~ur leader that you are not happy. 
That 1s why I told you ' that the greatest 
oencffe a man can commit is to deceive 
himself. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I 'would wish to spe~k on 
th~ . Development Plan. With the £240.1 ·· 
mllhon _voted, I am sure that they just want 
to dece1ve those of us from Ondo Province. 
With this they will provide amenities for 
people at Oshun, Ijebu, Egba and Ikeja where 
all factories are established. · But those of 
you who come from Ondo Province will 
know clearly that we have been badly cheated 
- (Interruptions)-but you do not want to talk ' 
beca';lse you don't want to miss your political 
appomtments. If you go from Okitipupa to 
Sh~~amu, on t~e left when coming from 
Olnt1pupa yo.~ w11l see the rubber plantation 
ther~. Now the~ want a tyre factory for this 
Reg10n but you wtll not find it there. I thirik 
it is >yhere you have rubber that such a 
factory should be built. When you tnake 
your · plans, for G-od's sake remember 
Okitipupa Division. You have' punished us 
enough. That is why you will never win 
there. And .:when people talk here it is said 
that it is an exaggeration. If we observe that 
during 1962-68 Development Plan there is no 
improvement I will move a motion that we 
shall carve out another Region from this 
Region known as "Ondo Region". (Cheers 
from Opposition Benches) . 

" 

Mr Speaker, Sir, many people have spoken 
of the Farm Settlements. The Farm Settle­
ments are no good as they are a collossal waste. 
Now v.:hen the Government or the Ministry 
of Agnculture and Natural Resources gives 
an acre of land to a contractor which could be 
cleared by two gentlemen for two days for 
£50 and they rejoice they have farm settle­
ment. If you know how much Government 
spends ·on fann settlement you will !mow 
that i~ i§ a gn~at, w~st~. People taU{ that 
you glVe the boys_)ob; you don't give them 
J?Ls; y~m _loan them £3 each. They labour 
tor the1r JOb. Many of the boys are now 

r 

t 
t 
r 
t 
t l 
0 

ti 
v. 
s 
c 
y 
I~ 
dl 
re 
p( 
vc 
bt 



153 Motion for 2ND APRIL, 1962 an Address 154 

[1\ilR 0MOKOWAJO] 

grumbling that they want to leave your 
farm settlements. 

Another point, Sir, is about veterinary 
services. In the first place if you visit son:e 
of the clinics in the Western Region you w11l 
see that for the major animal diseases like 

.- anthrax, etc., there are no vaccines for .their 
cure. There 'is no need to have vetermary 
st&ff without. adequate equipment for them 
to work otherwise our livestock will be in 
great da~ger. I have beep to several places 
where all you have there is only dusting 
powder, and that is all. If you w~n~ to keep 
the veterinary services up to date 1t 1s neces­
sary to order for vaccines so that the staff 
will be able to deal effectively with our 
livestock. I would, however, like to mention 
that Veterinary Assistants receive equal if not 
better; training than Pharmacists, but Vete­
rinary Assistants in this Region are badly 
treated. If you go into it you will see that 
Veterinary Assistants do tnore than Pharma­
cists and, as, such it will be my pleasure if 
this Government will consider the improve­
ment of the service condition of Veterinary 
Assistants. 

The other thing I want to say, Sir, is the 
control of the drug we 'call "Gamalin 20". 
This is used for cocoa. People call it "Fari­
Fari". Now in Okitipupa Division because 
·people have not got the advantage of buy~ng 
this Gamalin 20; cocoa crops had b~en 
destroyed from the smallest to the bigg·est. 
It will be very good if the use of Gamalin ,20 
is controlled in this Region. 

The question of development of roads. 
Now Government talks of road development 
and the strengthening of bridges, and that 
plans have even been completed. I am 
.assuring the Government that not a single 
bridge has been built in Okitip}.lpa Division. 
The other day I went to a contractor; he said 
there was no money. If you cannot repair 
these bridges go and replace all you have 
removed from there, so that we know 
that we have no bridges. About roads, Sir 
the Parliamentary Secretary ' to the Minister 
of Chieftaincy Affairs ran ~o Okitipupa at one 
time and said the road wo:uld be tarred. That 
was in the Estimates. The Parliamentary 
Secretary is present here now. The 
Okitipupa road is not tarred up till now. 
You voted £200,000 for over three times for 
Igbotu embarkment. Has anything been 
don'e? Not at all. The Parliamentary Sec­
n•tary should be told not to come to my 
peuple again to tell them lies. . When. ~ou 
vote £10 million you cannot get £2 mtlhon 
but you just put a figure there to catch votes. 

On the question of Electricity, this same 
Parliamentary Secretary ran to my p~ople 
again and told them that electricity was 
coming. (Interruptions). My people asked 
him who sent him and said that he had come 
with another · story of electricity and asked 
him not to raise their hopes any · longer. 
I am telling you now that, whether you like 
it or not, the Federal Government is going to . 
give Okitipupa Divi~ion electricity this year. . 

0n Local Government, I have been 
informed that female members to the Co~ncils 
will be selected according to proportion. 
In Ikale Orisunmeta · District Council in 
Okitipupa Division there · are twelve Action 
Group members and eight NCNC. We 
have not been ·given the chance to send a 
female NCNC member to the Council. 
(Interruptions). On ·local governmen~, . Sir , , 
so many people supported that the Mm1ster 
of. Midwest should take over several aspects 
of Chieftaincy Affairs and some other 
functions from the Ministry of Local Govern­
ment. I am telling you, Sir, if you will not 
call it "Bensonian English", that tqS).t is an 
attempt to "jambalise" NCNC members of 
the Council. (Interruptions). · . . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, about the Tax Assessment 
Committee for. Okitipupa Division, Ik~le 
Idapomarun is NCNC-controlled. Some 
time ago we nominated names of people to be 
members of the Assessment Committee. 
We· sent them to the · Minister of Local 
Government; the names · were . rejected on 
the condition that the Permanent Secretary, 
or whoever wrote in his place, said that he 
wanted to know the number of Action Group 
and the number of NCNC. They sent the 
number of NCNC and the numb~r of Action 
Group in the Assessment Committee, but 
the Permanent Secretary wrote back that we 
should accept the members of the Assessment 
Committee for last year, after we have taken 
the council from them; so I feel now that all 
of them are Action Group members. If the 
Government is actually sincere we sent a 
delegation to the Deputy Premier, Oba C. D. 
Akran, who promised that NCNC men:ber.s 
should be in all the Assessment Comm1ttees 
for Okitipupa Division, but no NCN C 
member is allowed in any tax assessment 
committee. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Government :',has' 
mention~d this: "to maintain the institution· 
of Chiefs and to uphold the honour and 
dignity attached to the traditional position _of 
Obas and Chiefs". I am telling you, Str, 
that in Ikale land in Okitipupa Division we 
have only one Oba there and the Bales who 
are members of the House of Chiefs. .When 

. -------.--~-~-----
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they are coming from home they will hide 
what they. call" "crowqs"; wh~n they come 
to the Western House here they just put them 
on. But when they are at home they cannot 
we~tr them. There is only one .Oba in !kale 
land~ · If you want to maintai·n the dignity 
of the Oba there, the Bales or the Olojas 
should not be allowed to wear crown. Some . 
of them Sir, they just go to the offices to 
harrass clerks. This is not a proper thing. 
They are c.hiefs actually; so that if you want 
to maintain the dignity of Obas, the Bales 
and the Olojas should not be allowed to wear 
crowns. If you check properly in the House 
here, Sir, you will see that some of them get 
out their crowns from their. cars immediately 
they. get to the premises of the Western 

' I-i'ouse. I feel thaf the Minister of Chief­
taincy Aff .irs will see to it that thtt Chiefs 
and Bales are not allowed to wear crowns. 

· Local. Government Police. - People say that 
the Local Government Police are not efficient; 
they cannot be efficient.because, if not in the 
Western: Region, I have never see:p a policeman 
vvith one eye. ,(Laughter) . .I confirm that the 
'LoG,al Government Police in this Region is 
corrupt as other speakers have stated. · 

Loans Board.-We have a Loans Board at 
Okitipupa but up till now there is no money 
to loan to ·· people. Since there is no money 
to loan to the people of the area, the best 
thing is to close your ofi?.ce there and send 
the clerks back to Ibadan for another job. 
What .is the need of giving them money when 
they are doing no job there? This is another 
aspect where your Government wastes money. 

. Mr Speaker, Sir, every time I speak, people 
from the other · side call me Apetesi. 
(L'aughter). 1 wish this House to know that 
illicit gin should now be legalised. Many of 
you ~ill at last turn to drinking illicit gin as 
you may· not now be able to affvrd to buy 
b_eer, stout, etc ...... . (Interruptions). 

With the above remarks; Mr Speaker, I 
beg to support the Motion of Thanks to the 
Governor. 

Mr I. A. Adelodun (Oyo North-West II): 
·Before I continue my speech, M:r Speaker, 
I wish to say that we do not need to dwell 
much on what the last speaker from Okitipupa 

· has said. He is a very young and immature 
politician. He cannot address Ministers and 
his superior~ better: He is ayoung .Modern 

. I II Schoolleaver. · · 

.. I n~w c?-ntinue. with my speech. afre~h. . . 

Mr Speaker, I rise to support thos~ who 
had given thanks to His·· · Excellency the 
Governor of the Western Region for his 
excellent Speech addressed to both Houses 
on the 28th of .March, 1962. The , speech 

· contains important progranunes of the · 
Government for developing this Region. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I have these important 
observations to make on His Excellency's 
Speech from the Throne: 

Advanced Teacher Training College for 
the supply of highly qualified non-graduate 
teachers to man Teacher Training Colleges 
and Secondary Grammar Schools. I am 
much interested and felt concerned in this 
programme for the fact that Okeho/Iganna 
District Council is just 'preparing to pay lOs 
special rate per taxable adult for a Grammar 
School and this was recently approved by the 
Minister of Local .Government. I also seize 
tl1-is opportunity Mr Speaker, Sir, to thank 
the Government for the Trade Centre 
already built and which will soon be opened . 
at Oyo. This will undoubtedly solve the 
problem of unemployment to a certain 
extent in our Division. 

The University of lfe, which will welcome 
the first batch of entrants in October this 
year, is · a great pride to our Action Group 
Government. 

I again thank the Government of this 
Region for · tarring · Iseyin-Okeho, Okeho­
Ilero, Ilero-Otu and Otu-Okaka roads. 
Those of us who are owners of vehicles enjoy 
th~ roads abl.mdantly. But at this juncture, 
Sir, I remind the Government of the fact that 
we' would like Okeho-ijio road to be tarred 
as ·soon as possibl~. · . 

The Government should also be praised 
for the arrangement made for training ·our 
Customary. court judges in the . vernacular 
they understand, in. order that they may be 
of more service in dispensing justice in their 
different courts. 

I again pray that the Minister of Works and 
the Government at large may please quicken 
action in supplying Okeho with water 
according to the £90,000 provisions made in 
the Estimates. 

This austerity measure affects us, but the 
bearable sacrifice is for .furthering develop­
ments in .our Region. We must bear · it. 
The Action ·Group Government, unlike all 
other Governments in the Federation, is out 
.for any sacrifice that will bring about the 
development of every nook and corner of the 
whole Region it administers . 

The eff)rt of the Government . is praise­
-\vorthy . Sir, . for having ·it in plan to build 
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more schools for Health Auxiliaries in ·which 
there will be · training courses · for Health 
Sisters. I pray that these course may 
include those for . the training of Midwives 
who are not available for employment to run 
our Maternity Gentres on Local Council levels. 

In conclusion, Sir, the Government with 
all these gigantic programmes and all . other 
powerful performances in the past, present 
·and future should be praised. I therefore 
pray for more grease to the elbows of our 
Parliamentary Secretaries, l\1inisters and 
more especially our energ~:;_tic and hard­
working ChiefS. L. Akintola, the Premier of 
Western Region. 

With these few remarks, Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I beg to support. 

Mr D. A. P'opoola (Oyo South-West): 
I rise to support the Motion so ably made by 
the honourable the Government Chief Whip, 
thanking His Excellency, Sir Adesoji Aderemi, 
the Governor of Western Nige1:ia and the Oni . 
of Ife, for his Speech from the Throne at the, 
opening of this Session of this honourable 
House. · · · 

Throughout the Federation of Nigeria, 
Community Development takes a prominent 
position none the less in the rapidly advancing 
Western Nigeria. l-Ienee, the Government's 
six-year development scheme stands as one of 
the ·' boldest and. most laudable plans ever 
envisaged for the progress of the Region and 
for the future advancement of the community. 

I also beg to point out Sir, that the economic 
stability of Western Nigeria depends very 
largely on her agriculture and natural 
resources; the co-existence of Industrial 
• Development side by side with the above is 
indeed the ideal step a Government of any' 
nation may take in serving her country. Mr 
Speaker, Sir, the Speech from the Throne 
has taken cognisance of this all-important 
aspect when it includes the improvement of 
agricultural techniques, expansion of produc­

. tion, encouragement of poultry farming and 
the establishment of urban and small scale 
rural industries. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Spyech from the 
Throne would not be complete if it failed to 
state categorically the educational policy of 
this great Region. But, by the Speech, the 
Government has made a most comprehensive 

:scheme right from the Primary School system, 
Teacher Training Schemes, Secondary .Edu­
cation · both Modern and Grammar, and, to 
culminate all, ., the University .. of Ife. · I 

. reserv~ no hesitation whatsoever, Sir, to say 

that this Region's Educational · Policy is 
sufficiently enviable as it·is unbeatable by. that 
of any·other Government in the Federation. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, this Government since 
it has taken up the reins of this Region in 
19.52 up to date, has greatly improved the 
lot of the different sections of the 'community 
therein, and Oyo Division is by no means an 
exception. I nay my due respects and show 
my deep appreciation to. the Government of · 
the Region for the General Hospital in Oyo, 
that of Igbetti, and the several Health Centres 
already established and operated, the farm 
settlements, and, last but not the least, the 
new Trade Centre just completed in that 
Division. · 

But; Mr Speaker, Sir, I have to point out 
at this juncture that my constituency has 
·been over-due for some amenities as enjoyed 
by many others within the Region. · Whereas . 
I am very appreciative of the Government's 
good intention in supplying pipe-borne 
water within a section . of Oyo South-West 
and South-East . ~onstituencies, yet 1 have to 
point out, Sir, that many . roads· linking 
different towns in those areas need to .be 
tarred if the inhabitants will enjoy fully the 
benevolence of the Government. Such roads 
are those linking Oyo-Awe, Akinmorin­
Jobele, Imeleke- Iware . and Fiditi. The 
others are those linking Oyo-Ilora, Olliwatedo 
-ilu Aje, !mini and Ojutaiye. · In fact, all 
these towns mentioned above are within the 
Afijo Group area .. · I arri also aware, Sir, ' of 
the extension of electricity to Oyo town. J 
will only crave that an immedia,te extension 
of this electricity be made to cover Awe, 
Akinmorin, . !lora and ·Fiditi as at present 
covered by the pipe-borne water extension, 
other extensions following this up in no long 
a time. · 

Mr SP,eaker, Sir, I beg to support the 
Motion. 

Mr M. Af Adedigba (lwo South-East)~ 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I am very happy for the · 
opportunity given me to speak in this 
honourable House. 

Sir, to begin with, I should like, first of 
all, to pay tribute to our great ruler, Kabiyesi 
Oba Alaiyeluwa, His Excellency Sir Adesoji 
Aderemi, the Governor of Western Nigeria. 

Now, Sir, we are all supoorting the Motion 
on the Speech from the Throne. All these. 
speeches are a sort of camoaign, ju~t to deceive 
the minority . . · Again, Sir, this Governtnent 
has always been accused of discrimination 
·in the distribution of amenities, and each .time 
untenable arguments are always put up , by 
the Government .in defence. Now, Sir, 
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I will cite a few examples in supporting my 
· arguments. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, there is a road in my 
town, Ileigbo in· I wo District. This road is 
the shortest road to Gbongan which is only 
thirteen miles from Ileigbo. My · people 
h;.rve \ constructed this ·road since 1951 but 
there is only one big river on the road- the 
Oshun river. We have tried all our best to 
build a bridge over this river but have not 
completely .. succeeded. This Government 
continues deceiving my people every year, 
and they even take it as an opportunity for 
campaigning during elections. Mr Speaker, 
Sir, on this Ileigb_o-Gbongan Oshuq bridge, 
we · want this Government to see that the 
bridge is under the new Six-year Development 
Plan, or, : on the other hand, grant the pepple 
of Ileigbo a chance of public collectiott in 
order to raise · funds for the construction of 
the bridge in time. We also want this 
Government to tar the road from Iwo, 
which is only two and a half miles from my 
town. (An hon. Member: What is the name 
of your town)? Ileigbo. Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I want the Government to extend electricity, 

· which is now under construction at Iwo, to · 
· neigbo. 

Again, Sir, about the austerity measures, 
I am only advising this Governi't:J.ent to copy 
the other Regional Governments which have 
made a 10 per cent cut from their Members' 
salaries and not the other allowances. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr J. 0. Adeyemo (Oshogbo North I):' 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the Motion 
of Thanks to His Excellency the Governor of 
this Region for his laudable Speech from the 
T hrone . 

The Speech once more j~stifies the well­
known assumption that the Western Nigeria 
Government is the most efficient and progres­
sive in the entire -Federation today. 
Considering the various items of develop­
ments olanned in the Region and the promise 
that His Excellency's Ministers intend to take 
vigorous action , towards the implementation 

· of these projects, there should be no doubt 
whatsoever in the minds of any Member in 
this honourable House that we people of this 
Region should be proud to entrust the affairs 
of this Region into the safe hands of the . 
Action Group Government for mariy years 
t o come. 

. Sir, my state-ment will not be full without 
showing g.ratitude to our able Ministers, 
because any #ght-thinking person who has 

read between the lines, will see at once that 
there is a certain amount of wisdom in 
planning for the future economy and welfare 
of this Region. I, therefore, pay tribute to 
the performances of our Ministers and 
congratulate them for thejr faithful, honest 
and conscientious services rendered to the 
people of this Region. To be frank, S1r, 
the popularity of any good Government 
depends mostly . on the implementation of 
its promises. In this connection, the Govern­
ment of this Region is exemplary and 
worthy of emulation. -

Mr Speaker, Sir, on behalf of the entire 
people of my constituency, I thank the 
Government for tarring Eriq-Ede road which 
has been recently completed. May I take 
this-opportunity ..... . 

An hon. Memeber: Point of Order, Sir, 
There is an hon. Gentleman 'in this House 
who is not properly . dressed---;the hon. 
Member for Okitipupa. 

Mr Speaker: Will the hon. Member 
please continue. 

Mr Adeyemo: May I take this opportu­
nity to congratulate the Government for what 
it is doing to provide water supply in this 
Region. A very striking proportion o£ 
people in my constituency suffer from water­
borne diseases, 2.nd the number 'of victims 
rises every day. I hope that the Government 
will -extend pipe-borne water to my area, 
which is only six miles from Oshogbo-Ede 
Waterworks, and also approve the extension 
of electricity which will let my area be one of 
the areas in this Region enjoying "Life more 
abundant". 

Mr Fani-Kayode: Mr. Speaker, Sir, · I 
would like it to be recorded in the Hansard 
that the hon. Member had only a shirt on, 
although we dn this side of the House have 
accepted the ruling of the Speaker qn this 
question. 

Mr Adeyemo: Agriculture.-'-Sir, the 
establishment of farm settlements and 
.institutes in this Region is something that 
. brings joy to our young school leavers who 
will be able to work for themselves as indepen­
dent citizens of an independent Nigeria. I 
therefore wish such farm . institutes and 
settlements to be established in my own area -
and in Oshun Division as a whole. .. 

Education.- It is ·· gratifying to note the 
steady progress the planning of the University 
of Ife is making. May I make one· or two · 
suggestions here. First, I would like to ask 
the Government to take the lead by making it 
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~- possible for most of our Regional Scholarship 
holders to make use of this University instead 

. ·i of sending them overseas. This will save a 
. · lot of money in transport and avoid waste of 
: time in finding accommodation overseas. 
{ ' 

-Secondly, I suggest · that when awarding 
Diplomas and Degrees to our students· who 

" · have successfully completed their courses, 
- · such Degrees should be designated B.A. (lfe) 

or M.A. (Ife) and not B.A. (London) or 
~.· M.A. (London). Before I leave this item, Sir, 

I strongly appeal to the Government that a 
School of Journalism be established, as that 
of Ghana,. for our ambitious scholars who may 
like to take up Journalism as a career. 

It is interesting to note that the Govern­
ment, through its Adult Education Organisa­
tion, has gone a long way towards conquering 
mass illiteracy in this Region, and I am sure, 
Sir, that if the Government can maintain the 
present pace in its educational programme, 
there is every prospect that within a short 
time Western Nigeria will emerge as the most 
enlightened and educated Region throughout 
the Federation. 
· Health;--:-lt is the policy of this Govern­

. inent, Sir, to develop medical health services 
in this Region · and I hereby register the 
appreciation of the· people of my constituency 
to the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare 
for giving us , dispensaries and maternity 
centres. There is only a . dispensary in my 
tov<m, Erin, and I wish the Government will 
give us a maternity' centre in addition to the 
dispensary. Every hon. Member welcomes 

, more, and we cherish the hope, Sir, that by 
next year all our new requests made during 
this Session would have been considered by 

., . the Minister. 

Industry.-! have to congratulate the 
Minister of Trade and Industry for his 
activities throughout this Region as . far 

" as industries are concerned. I appeal to the 
Government to spread the benefit of Industrial 
enterprises · uniformly and in particular if 
industrie~ could be located in Oshun Division 
the people will make generous .offer of land. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the efforts of the Minister 
of -Home Affairs throughout this Region is 

·well known. I appeal to the Minister that 
more power be given to our Local Govern­
ment Police' to handle political cases within 
the duration of ·~electioneering c?mpaigns 
~nd more attention be paid to their training 
and organisation. As the hon. members 

. should be aware, the Local Government 
Police ·of this Region is second to none 
throughout the Federation of Nigeria during 

.. . 

the time of training and their activities 
after training, and I can boast that what the 
Nigeria Police can do the Local Government 
Police of Western Nigeria can do also . 
Also, Sir, I should like the nan1e "Local 
Government ·Police Force" . to be changed ' 
to "Western Nigeria Police Force". 

Now, Mr Speaker, Sir, knowing th~t the 
Opposition Members in this House and their 
members outside praise the good works 
of the Government, then I would ask the 
Action . Group Government of Western 
Nigeria to carry on with that sense of praise 
we have both from our supporters and even 
from the Opposition and their supporters 
outside too. I pray that lot1g may Action . 
Group Party of'Nigeria reign. 

Mr Speaker, Sir; I beg to support. 

Mr T. E. Igugu (Central Urhobo East): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the Motion 
for an Address to be presented to His ·Excel­
lency the Governor of Western Nigeria for his 
gracious Speech from the Throne. In. doing. 
so, Sir, I would like to make certain observa­
tions. I am sorry, Sir, that the Premier is 
not here but, whatever happens, I think the 
Leader of the House and Minister of Finance 
shall relay all what I am going to say to him. " 

When the Prei:nier, Chief S. L A{dntola, 
was taking over the Premiership of this 
Region in March 1960, and when the Premier 
was formally presented to the House by the 
Minister of Finance, Chief J. A. 0 .. Odebiyi, 
certain remarks were made by the· Premier 
himself and the hon. V. · I. Amadasun, :the 
Oppositi'on Chief Whip: 

In order to refresh the memory or' hon." 
Members of this House, I should like t'o read 
out . the relevant portions of the House of 
Assembly Official Report in the past issue 
No. 19 datr,:d 14th to 18th, 21st .to 25th and 
31st March, 1960. It reads thus: 

"May I add, for those who do not 
completely agree with the Leader of the 
Oopo~ition; that I am not as good as they 
think I am. I understand that an Assembly 
of this size has the power to make a man a 
womari ......... By the passage of time you 
will discover that I am not as good as you 
think I should be". · · 

This is what the Premier said orecisely when · 
he first came to this House. The Opposition · 
Chief Whip had this_ to say: . 

"Mr Speaker, Sir, I fear the way this 
·statement waq worded. I fear this new 
Premier, Chief S. L. Akintola than Chief 
Awolowo". _, 
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Sir, from the day-to-day events in this 

Region, one could see exactly that there has 
been great changes in the affairs of this 
Region · since the Premier took over. I 
should like to say · that after a thorough 
scrutiny of what I have read out, if you have 
gone through it, you will see that the aff lirs 
of this Region, as stated, have been misled. 

(Government front Bench: You inean, can 
be misled?). 

Yes. Going carefully through_ these state­
ments one would draw an inference that the 
Premier was · correct in his statements as we 
h ave now 11een his handwork and we agree 
that he is not as good as we of the Opposition 
thought he .could be, and that the Opposition 
Chief Whip had a very good foresight of what 
was going to happen. 

The Premier has, from time to time, 
appealed to both the Government and 
Onnosition for co-operation in running the 
afT irs of the people of this Region. I have 
heard him say at times that the Government 
of this Region belongs to both the Govern­
ment party · and · the Opposition party. I 
un derstand this to mean that the Government 
is practising the British pattern of democracy. 
I do not. believe in paper work and mere vocal 
statements in this connection. Our day-to­
day experience of Government's attitude in 
this Region is so widened that no amount of 
statements, however polished they ·may be, ' 

· can move or convince us until such statements 
are practically demonstrated. 

Here is a Government that professes to 
champion the' cause of democracy and yet the 
Government is' planning to annihilate ' the 
Onposition. I. do not see any reason why 
t he· j\<;tion Group Government should be so 
hard: on the Opoo~itioh. The Action Group 
wnri the last election, anoointed a couole of 
M ini'lters in each Ministry, and provided 
job.s for all the members who have contributed 
tqwards their successes during the election. 

. The aff::~irs ofthis Re!!ion are entirely in the 
. hands of the Action Group. What reason 
on earth will make this Government to be 
hostile, oopr~~sive and aggressive to the 
Onno~ition of Western Nigeria?. I think the 

' Government should be . satisfiPd with their 
present stntus in the Recion. They certainly 
have nothing to quarrel about. ·· 

Although 'I have never been to the United 
Kinfldom before, yet I understand that in 
B;it~in there are three major: nnliti~al narties, 
the r.nnservative, L <1 b our and L iberal. In 
the British pattern of democracy, no' matter 

which party wins elections at any given time, 
once the·'elections ·are over and the Govern­
_ment is formed, the.JJGovernment settles 
down to serve both the Government and the 
Opposition. But here in the Western Region, 
constituencies of Opposition members are 
discriminated against in all development 
projects of the Government. I do not know 
whether it is the British pattern of democracy 
that this Government is following or not. 
Unless this Government changes its attitude 
in dealing with the Opposition, it is not 
competent to claim to be truly democratic. 
Rather it should claim dictatorship. In this 
connection, Sir, if the Government wants to 
practise democracy in its real sense, if the 
Premier's incessant call for unity and co­
operation should be taken seriously, then' the 
Government spould take the Opposition into 
confidence by accepting all constructive 
criticisms and ·suggestions put forward by the 
Opposition, ensure fair and even distribution 
of amenities to all constituencies, abstain 
from any kind of political victimisation, 
try as far as possible to live up to expectations, 
and give practical demonstration to what it 
preaches. · 

For instance Sir, in Urhobo Division, and 
Central Urhobo in particular, ' the Govern':' 
ment has not done anything in the way of 
improvement to the area. There are rio. 
good roads, no water supply, no electricity, 
and no adequate medical facilities for the 
people of Urhobo Pivision. 

In these circumstances, I appeal to the 
Government to please consider the tarring 
of Okpare-U ghelli-Agbarha-Orogun road. 
This road is an important and historical one; 
it is the main road that links Central Urhobo 
District with Kwale District. The Govern­
ment should not therefore lose sight of i:he 
road. The Government should extend rural 
water supply to Central Urhobo, pr:ovide 
U ghelli township with electricity and raise the 
Ughelli Rural Health centre to a General · 
Hospital status. · 

I am speaking from the bottom of my heart 
Sir. The Government ·should, within the 
ensuing financial year, give deep considera­
tion to these demands which I have made, 

Furthermore Sir, it is astonishing artd note­
worthy that mention has not been made in · 
the Speech from the Throne· about the 
creation of the Midwest Region, the fourth 
Region in the Federation of Nigeria. It may 
be an oversight but, whatever happens, I must 
warn the Government against any subversive 
activity against the creation of the new Region. 
We the Midwesterners want to manage our 
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own affairs. We wear the shoes and we know 
wher e they pinch us. He shall be the life 
enemy of the people of the Midwest area, he 
who shall make any attempt to frustrate the 
creation of the Midwest Region; ·and in fact, 
srr, we shall not forgive such a person. 
Therefore, Sir, the issue of the creation ofthe 
Midw.est State is not a political one. The 
Government should let us go free and I hope 
we shall carry back home in a peaceful 
atmosphere our useful experiences in the long 
association we have had with the people of 

.Yoruba West and thus continue to maintain 
our friendliness and cordial relationship at a 
very good balance even though the Midwest 
Region has been created. 

Sir, there is one other poin~ which I wish 
to ask Government now to Clarify. In my 
constituency there are about one thousand 
Modern School Leavers getting ready to 
enter to manhood every year. Successful 
scholars on leaving school propose ·to be 
teachers, clerks, policemen•and so on and so 
forth. But disappointingly when these 
scholars start to look for jobs. they fail to secure 
one and thus they cannot do otherwise than 
to go back to the land. On reaching the land, 
they cannot tap rubber, collect palm fruits 
and farm. They, cannot raise capital to start 
011. petty trade. What is going to be the 
future of these boys? I think the Govern­
ment must consider deeply the ways and 
means by which these boys can rightly 
accelerate to manhood, otherwise the Modern 
school shall in due course produce a gang of 
thieves and hooligans in some parts of the 
Region. ·· 

Speaking on the austerity measures of this 
Government, I have not much to say other 
than that the Government as a junior one to 
the Federal Government of Nigeria should 
follow clo,sely the measure_s already adopted 
by the Fed~ral Government as far as austerity 
is·concerned. I will always like the Minister 
of Finance here to learn from that illustrious 
son of the Midwest, Chief Festus Okotie 
Eboh, Federal Minister of Finance who 
possesses all the qualities of a Finance 
Minister. · -

In conclusion Sir, I will like to repeat that 
by the grace of God we shall get the Midwest 
Region. My hon. Friends from the Midwest 
opposite me know this very well. They also 
support the Midwest Region and I think it is 
wise of them to have done so. 'there is never 
a time in the history of man that freedom was 
resented by the people freedom was given. 
I think my hori.. Friends from the Midwest in 

this House agree with me. If there be any 
Midwesterner. in this House who does not 
support the creation of the Midwest Region, 
I challenge him to state so categorically on 
the Floor of this House. · 

Mr I. A. Olukoju (Owo South I): ' Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to support and · to 
commend the Governor's Speech · from the 
Throne. As usual with this -Government, 
the comprehensive programm~ of work for 
the current Financial year and the Six-year 
Development . Scheme do not surprise 
people in this Region and all in the Federation 
of Nigeria; I say the programme and the 
scheme are not a surprise because they 
embrace adequately .all progressive moves to 
promote the transformation of this Region 
into the best welfare State in the .Federation 
of Nige;ia. ·It could have been a ~urprise, 
Sir, if the high standard usually built and 
kept by this Government, and if the sensibly 
designed plans of .work as now put forward. 
in the speech, have fallen short of the peop le's · 
expectations; rather, Mr Speaker, the sense 
of duty and responsibility on the part of this 
Action Group Government of Western 
Nigeria, as keen as ever, has promised, as 
indicated in this Speech from the Throne, a 
bright future for the people's hope:s af).d 
aspirations. · ,. · 

In the field of Education, we all kno'Vv why . · 
our Government spends so much, one of the 
major motives being to wipe out ignorance 
and illiteracy. With a greater zeal, determina­
tion and untiring vigour, the ·Government is 
pursuing a scheme for sound secondary 
education. May I here say that my. Consti- · 

· tuency, Owo South I; happens to be one of 
the backward areas to which the Government 
should give priority. Last year .April, the · 
Government grant-aided one of ·the two 
exi~ting schools, and for this, the Government, 
deserves praise. . The people-still look Llp to 
the Government to grant-aid the Catholic 
Grammar ·School on the assurance that all 
conditions necessary as laid down by the 
Ministry have been adequately met. 

In addition, Sir, preparations arc nearing 
the final stage by the authorities of Christ 
'Apostolic Church to open a Girls Secondary 
School sited in Oka to dl\~r opportunities for 
their daughters in Ondo Pro~ince . . To this 
the Oka District Council has given an 
assurance of an aid of £2,000 if permission is 
granted, ·but hon. Members in this honourable 
House may ·be interested to know that three 
Secondary Schools will not be too many for 
Oka and District in Owo Division as Oka l]as 
a population of 28,000 (1952 Census); and 
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w hen we consider that size minus the 
Districts and the surrounding areas, I think 
the Minister of Education will not hesitate to 
give immediate consideration to the people's 
3;spiration on thts demand. 

Agriculture.-Among other. facilities like 
lo:ms to farmers, the battle against:pests and 
cocoa ·nurseries; the people in my Consti­
tuency would very much like thanhe Minister 
of Agricultpre and Natural Resources should 
think it expedient to establish a Farm Settle­
ment in Irckari and Ekarnarun District 
Council Areas in Owo South I constituency. 

. 'The Minister is assured of the availability of 
land and the willingness of the people to off~r 
the land for the project. This will serve_its 
well known . original purpose and as well 
provide . employment to Modern School 
Leavers of the area. In the disperval of 
iridustries, .there is no doubt that Owo South I 
constituency will be one of those backward 
areas which will linger to see some of the 
m::tjor or minor industrial projects spring up 
in such areas. Electricity and water supply 
to the · neighbouring towns are pointers that 
Oka, Ireakari and Ekarnarun · should · in 

. normal circumstances be next to be supplied 
these amenities on the development pro-
gramme in the current Financial Yeat. · 

. Health.-Besides being the Minister with 
up-to-date facts and figures about the health 
or medical schemes, I am happy, Sir, that the 
Minister of Health and Soc al Welfare will, 
'by virtue of his .good practical knowledge of 
the area, agree with me that nothing short of a 
cottage· Hospital for the area, or at least a 
Rural .Health Centre for the three District 
Council Are'as-Oka, Ireakari and Ekarnarun 
in Owo South I constittJency-will appro­
priately satisfy t}lat area. To confirm this, 
I have to say that two of the three areas are 
about thirty miles from the nearest Hospitals. 

Electricity.-The supply of electricity to 
Owo and Ikare is .not a b.one of contention 
-but reference · must be made to it, that if 
Owo v.;ith a population of about 30,000 and 
Ikare 25,000 are supplied electricity, I think 
it stands to reason that Oka, with a population 
of 28,000, should be supplied, and that 
without delay. Therefore the Ministry of 
Works and Transport should give this earliest 
consideration and execution. 

On the .whole, Sir, the Governor's Speech 
and the extensive programme therein have 
indicat~d the actual love and sincerity . of 
purpose that the Action Group Government 
has for the electorate of Western Nig¥ria. 

·' 

Therefore, Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr P. V. Okwesa (Aboh East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the Motion 
of'T'hanks to His Excellency the Governor for 
his Speech from the Throne,. but before doi :1g 
this, I have serious observations to make. 

Now Budget time has been. described as 
the time for stock-taking. vVe should noV.: 
take stock of all Government activities during 
the past financial year and see whether 
Government had carried out its duties to the 
people of this Region satisfactor~ly well, 
or whether- it has failed to carry out those 
duties whi~h it owns to the people . 

:MrSpeaker, Sir, I should start my o1,1serva­
tions with the prop,osed "Austerity Measures". 
as the Speech from the Throne started with 
this rocket. The idea of malting sacrifices 
with a view..to developing this newly Indepen­
dent nation is a welcome one. ' .Jn fact, we 
believe that there will be much to enjoy in the 
future if we all make sacrifices at the present 
time. But the extent of this sacrifice must 
not make us mere laughing stock. Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I say this in all seriousness: all 
people must make sacrifices in proportion to 
their earnings. Civil Servants and ordinary 
legislators should make sacrifices, but sl).ould 
not surrender their basic and consolidated 
car allowances. It is the Ministers and 
Parliamentary Secretaries, who earn fabulous 
sums of money-allowances which are equal 
to the salaries of an ordinary legislator-
3hould be drastically reduced. (Shouts of 
"Tell them that in the East and Fedeml"). 
Mr Speaker Sir, it .is understood that as a 
result of the proposal to cut basic and consoli­
dated car allowances, there is now in the 
Cabinet circle what is known as the "Premier's 
Pool". According to this device, Mr 
Speaker, Sir, all Ministers and Parliamentary 
Secretaries are to surrender their cars to the 
Government who will maintain the cars as 
well as pay up the balance of th~ y,ar advance 
given to this type of hon. Members. Then 
these lVIinisters and Parliamentary Secretaries 
will still have to use the cars as they like. 
This is cheating both to the civil servants 
and ordinary legislators. The proper thing 
to do is to reduce drastically the car allowances 
of Ministers to £240 per annum and that of 
Parliamentary Secrytaries to £180 per year. 
The . basic and consolidated car allowances of 
civil servants and ordinary legislators should 
not be touched. They should stand as they 
are at present. After all, legislators, Parlia­
mentary Secretaries, Ministers and Civil 
Servants use the same makes of cars and travel 
on the same roads. There is, therefore, no 

! 
. I 

t 

c: 
a 
a 
0 

a• 
tl 
b. 
w 
fil 
re 
w , 
pc 
re 
se. 
R< 
op 
en 

en• 
th~ 
Ofll 

ern 



169 Motion for 2ND APnrL, 1962 an Address 170 

lMlt 01{WWJAj 

reason why Mfnisters ~no Parliamentary 
Secretaries should be given such fabulou's 
sums as car allowances. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I come now to the . 
question of Government development Plap., 
It is one thing to plan gigantic programme 
and quite another thing to carry out the ' 
programme _in such a way that all .~ections 
of the Region will really enjoy equal and 
equitable share· of it. The question, Sir, 
which now arises is: how can we be assured 
that this Plan would not follow the footsteps 
of its predecessors? 

How can we be assured that the' Develop­
ment Plan is not meant for only a section of 
the Region to the titter neglect of the other 
sections? Our experience in the past has 
been a regrettably annoying experience. 
Government's attention was concentrated in 
the Y oru.ba West section of the Region while 
the Midwest was left comparatively tincared· 
for. (Interruptions) (Shouts of "One Nigeria" 
from Government Benches). 

·-
Mr Speaker, Sir, are we sure that the ugly 

monster-discriminatio'n-will not again rear 
its homed head during the six years covered 
by the Plan? Have all sections of the Region 
any hope of enjoying an equal and equitable 
share of this large sum of money in the form of 
amenities and industrial projects? The · 
Governor, in his Speech failed to give this 
assurance, but Government needs to give this 
assurance if the present Development Plan is 
to mean anything to us. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, let us move on to the 
question · of population census. I would 
assure the Governor and his Government that 
all sections of the Region are ready to co­
operate with this. Government to see that 
accurate population figures are attained during 
the Census. This co-operation is necessary 
Qccause in the past many parts of the Region 
were wrongly calculated. These population 
figures were so inaccurately take9, with the 
result that certain areas with large population 
were erroneously regarded as areas of scanty 
population, and this, to some extent, was 
responsible for the inadequate number of 
seats allocated to such areas in the West 
Regional Legislature. We must all co­
operate with the Government to see that this 
error is not repeated. · 

Community Development.-Mr Speaker, Sir, 
Government had done well in the past to 
encourage community development. But 
the policy of refunding to the people only 
one-third of the total cost "of any scheme 
embarked upon by the community should be 

· aznendcd. The . fa<.-1: that Government 
refunds only one-third of the total co.st of a · 
scheme sometimes discourages certain com- . 
munitics from embarl<ing upon certain 
development schemes which they would 
normal~y like to·pursue. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, it must be stressed that in 
certain backward and neglected areas the 
cost of community development schemes is 
so high and the people so poor that they 
cannot affJ rd to provide even one-third of it, 
the use of communal labour notwithstanding. 
Government must therefore give special 
treatment to backward areas. That means 
that such backward areas should . enjoy a 
greater share of financial and technical 
assistance give·n by friendly overseas countries. 
It is only in this way that we can assure 
such friendly countries that this aid is 
being put to the most profitable use­
(Government Benches: Where? In . your 
constituency, Ndosimili?) Yes, Ndosimili is 
one of the backward areas in the Regio_n-I 
am not ashamed to belong to that area. .. I say 
this because in such areas the cost of commu­
nity development is so high and the peopl{( 
say that they cannot afford the development 
scheme" Government should therefore make 
an amendment, particularly in so far as ·tne 
neglected areas which have been neglected for 
long are concerned. This means, in short, 
that such areas should enjoy greater share of 
the financial and technical aid. 

Education.-Mr Speaker, . Sir, in the field 
of education I have certain very serious 
observations to make. The first is that all 
sections of the Region are not equally 
benefited. The award of scholarships "is 
not evenly distributed. Certain s~ctions of 
the Region receive ·greater awards than 
others. . The people of the Midwest do not 
receive as'much attention in this regard as the 
Yoruba-west, and the Midwesterners are . 

· becoming reluctant to apply for West 
Regional scholarships. · 

As for sons and daughters of Aboh Division, 
it appears that, hovvever deserving they may 
be, they have been noted down in the 
Government's bad book, so that you can 
scarcely find their names in the list of those 
to benefit from the scholarship awards. 
Government must do something to dispel 
this notion in us. And I must stress that we 
cannot afford · to look on in silence. These· 
awards are heing denied our sons and 
daughters as if we are not entitled to them. 

The second is that you can never hear of a 
Governrnent educational institution being 
proposed to be sited in Aboh Division. 
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. Technical schools, Trade Centres, Teacher 
. Training Colleges and other institutions are 

never considered for this Division. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, Government should stop 

playing on the intelligence of Midwesterners. 
In paragraph 4 of page 3 of the Governor's 
Speech, the Governor said: 

"The construction of the n.ew Technical 
College in the Midwest will begin at any 
early date». 

Where in the Midwest, and how soon, is the 
T.echnical College to be built? What date 
is this early date? Governri1.ent must not 
continue to think that the mere mention of 
the word "Midwest" in any statement is 
enough to gladden the hearts of all Mid­
westerners. This is indeed absurd. We 
want definite and categorical ·statements, and 
not vague or meaningless pronouncements in 

. matters of this kind. 
. Mr Speaker, Sir, nothing can be more 
annoying than the statement in the last 
paragraph of page 3 of the Governor's 
Speech; with your permission, Sir, I read 
the _relevant part: 

"My Government is proud to announce 
that. the programme of road development 
and strengthening of bridges began during 
the 1960-65 development perio~ has now 
also been covered". · 

If the 1960-65 road dtwelopment programme 
has now been covered it me~ns that the 
Ndosimili District of Aboh Division was 
never considered when the programme was 
being planned. . Hon. Members in this' 
honourable House may not believe it, but 
the fact is there, sea:ted beyond the reach of 
argument, that since the Action Group 
Government of Western· Nigeria came ·into . 
power in the Region, not one inch of road 
has been tarred and not a single bridge has 
been constructed or strengthened in the 
Ndosimili District of Aboh Division. In 
actual fact the Governor's statement means 
that Government is proud · to give the 
assurance that it has been able· to pursue a 
policy of discrimination in its 1960-65 road 
development programme. And one may 
ask-is a policy of discrimination really a 
policy to be proud of? I think Government 
ought to be ashamed of itself instead of being 
proud. Year in year out, I have stood up on 
the Floor of this House to appe.al to the 
Government not to neglect Aboh Division, 
particularly-the Ndosimili District in its road 
develot)ment programrn~. I have even 
moved a Motion to this pff~ct and, in addition, 
my : C~uncil has embarked on such an appeal 

in every address of welcome prese.t;tted to all 
Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries who 
'visited Aboh Division during the .. last · six 
years, but this appeal so often repeated has 
not touched the hardened hearts of the 
Government. And now Government turns 
round shamelessly and with a bluff to say that 
it is proud to have neglected or forgotten us 
in its 1960-65 road development programme. 
This state'ment, Sir, is enough to make ~he 
angels weep. If the Government knows 
'its duty to the people of this Region, let it sit 
down and examine its moral conscience and 
it will surely find that it has no reason to be 
proud !n matters connected .with road 
development in the Region. A ·policy of 
discrimination is not a policy to be proud of. 

, ·Again, Mr Speaker; Sir, when the Governor 
read that part of his Speech which talked 
about the proposed bridge over River 
Ethiope in Sapele, I burst into laughter 
because I knew that Government had r. o 
plan to bridge the Ethiope Riyer; if there is 
any plan at all, the plan exists only on paper 
and will never be executed; especially now 
that the Midwest State is going to be created. 
Perhaps Government's intention in mention­
ing this non-existent plan is to deceive the 
people in Sapele .area to vote to remain with 
the Western Government during the forth­
coming referendum. If the Western Govern­
ment could not bridge the Ethiope when it is 
within its area of authority, how would it 
now plan to do so, knowing that the Midwest, 
including the River Ethiope, will soon be 
cut off from its area of authority? 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I cannot help feeling that 
the Governor's Speech from the Throne is 
full of deceit-deceit at least of the people of 
the Midwest: Already there are so many 
rural towns and villages in the Yoruba-West 
which have been provided wi~h electric light. 
But if we turn to the Midwest we find that -· 
more· important towns than those in the 
Yoruba-West have been ignored in this 
regard. Look at Asaba, Agbor, Ogwasbi­
Uku, Obiaruku, Ashaka, Ughelli, Abbi, 
Utagba, Ashaka, Aboh, Utcbi, Ogume, etc. 
These have not been thought fit for electricity 
development when small unimportant 'towns 
and villages have already had their supply. 
We are not impressed by, and we cannot be 
deceived by, Governme'nt'i: paper promises. 
If there is any plan for electricity development 
for rural areas, • it is only meant for the 
remaining towns and villages in the Yoruba­
West which had not yet got their shares. 
This is also true of the Government's urban 
and rural water supply scheme and of its 
programme of medical and health Services. 

-. 
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Mr Speal:er, ~ir, I do not intend to spend -
any ~ore t1me m my constructive criticism' 
of this . Government for I know that this 
G~:wen:'-ment is impervious to criticisms. ' 
Ttme IS overdue for the reform of the local 
government system as well as the customary 
court syste~. The present local government 
syst:~ which recognises the injection of 
traditlonal members to alter the verdict of 
the ' electorate in -local council elections must 
be reformed. The present customary court 

· system must also be reformed. Let the 
people of the area where a court is . to serve 
select their own members as in the old 
Native Court System, and the Presidents of 
the courts take their turns ,in . rotation. 
In the system of appointment, serious care 
should be taken in exercising justice to all· 
concerned in the area. ' · · 

Mr .~peaker, Sir, there is one point which 
I now remember to ment!on, and that is the 
question of inviting traditional rulers to make 
up the, majority of the party (the Action 
• ;3-ro~p) in the Councils after the necessary 
!lecti;m: Mr Speaker, Sir, I should say 
that It 1s a shame on this Government that 
.ve have one kind of way in gaining any local. 
JOvernment election that Government has 
lost. The Government uses traditional 
.nembers to make the government party to 
control local councils when the electorates 
have decided what party should rule. At 
the last general elections my party the 
NCNC, which 'I have th; honour to 'lead, 
defeated the Action Group woefully. What 
happened, you ·would like to know and I will 
tell Y?U I Th.e A.ction Group which ought 
to be m the rmnonty, came overnight to be in 
c~ntrol. (Interruptions). I must tell you, 
·w1thout fear of any contradition that they 
took all the elected members and ~wore them 
that they should join the Action Group and 
vote for them in the election of the chairman 
with the result, Sir, that when· on the 12th 
of August, 1961, I went to the Council to 
take up the chair, I was disappointed. 
(Interruptionsfrom all sides). Well, I think 
that I have won the battle. Radio announce­
ments had announced it that the NCNC had 
captured the N dosimili District Council and 
I went there to occupy the chair. And what 
did I fin'd? Mr Speaker, Sir, I found that all 
traditional members have teamed with the 
Action Group. 

Does it mean that only Action ·.Groupers 
are qualified to be traditional members? 
We have our tradition. Party politics came 
into this country comparatively a few years 
ago and, before then, we had our tradition. 

You . ca!1:10~ t~ll me that the people of 
N dos1ml11 di.stn~t !'Ire Action Group suppor­
ters. Now If we win a majority in the local 
council election it stands to reason that 
N dosimili district is predominantly NCN Ce.rs. 
How could all the traditional members be 
~cti~n Groupers? Something then is wrong 
m this local government system which makes 
~he Governor in Council recognise anybody 
m the street, whether · qualified or not 
qualified. . 

... 
I wish to remiri.d you of one error which 

both the Government and the Governor in 
Council committed. Before th~ Instrument 
of the N dosirnili District Council was 
amended to alter the composition of the 
council, the people were not consulted but 
it was said that the Governor in Council was 
causing an enquiry to be held. This 
enquiry was not held. The wishes of my 
people were not ascertained. Government 
simply took the names supplied to it by the, · • 
local Action· Group leaders and then made · 
these people traditional members, the qualifi­
cation · of these people notwithstandin-g. 
(Governrhent back benchers: You were .voted 
out). I never sought to be a traditional · 
member. I have contested elections into the 
council three times unopposed. Now the 
time has come when the local government 
system should be drastically amended. · 

I now come to the customary court 
system. I am talking face to face with . the 
Minister of Justice and Attorney-General. 
Although he was not on seat when the errors 
were committed, he has, at any rate', inherited 
the crime or the . sins of his predecessor. . 
How were the customary court judges and 
members appointed? I have made it clear 
to you that the N dosimili district, for example· 
is predominantly NCNC, but . whose dut; 
was it to recommend people who were to be 
judges and presidents of these customary 
courts? It was the local Action. Group 
leader. I, the accredited representative of the 
Ndosimili · district, was never consulted. 
What did I hear? I was waiting for some­
thing to be done, but what I saw was a list 
of names of Action Group supporters. 
In fact some of these people Welle running to 
their leaders, some carrying £40 some carrying 
£50 to have their names booked. (Govern­
. ment benchers: Did you report to the Police?) 
Yes. You will remember that I sent . a 
telegram to the tl)en Minister of Justice; 
nothing was done. Now these names were 
sent to Ibadan and were returned. No 
NCNC supporter was "included. Then I 
had to run to the Local Government Service 
Board. · 



175 Motion on . 2ND APRIL, 1962 Adjournment 176 

An hon. Member: Point of Order: and I spoke of the deplorable condition of 
Order.33 (1). No member shall be entitled the Rest House at Ede; but, Mr Speaker, to 
to address the House or a Committee of the my dismay, when I went through the Official, 
whole House for more than thirty minutes on Report of the proceedings of this·'House the 
any subject. The _hon; J.\:lember started second day, I found that my speech and my 
addressing this House at 10 o'clock. name were completely deleted. If there had. 

been an inaccurate report of my speech, ~t 
Mr Speaker: Order, · Order. · I will would have been a different thing but the · 

allow the . ho'n. Member to speak for one whole of my speech was completely left out. 
minute more. (Opposition Benches: You 'lf.Jere speal~ing un-

Mr Okwesa: Action Group members on 
. that side ·fear my revelation of the atrocities 

of.their party. The method by which these 
customary court members and presidents 

. were appointed was very undemocratic. 

. intelligently). The same could happen to 

At least, the accredited representatives of the 
people should have been consulted. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, a party which praises 
itse1f for its love of democracy should not 
allow·its eff to be dragged into such a disgrac-e­
ful action. 

With these few remarks, Sir, · and because 
the M.embers on the other side are becoming 
impatient, I take my seat. 

Further Debate stood adjourned till 
W.ednesday, 4th April, 1962. · 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion ,nzade and Question proposed; · That 
the House do now adjourn.-(Chiej J. A. 0. 
Odebiyi). 

Incomplet.e Report of Proceedings 

Mr S. A. Layonu (Ede Ejigbo South): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to make a serious 
complaint . about the Hansard reporters who 
.covered the daily' proceedings of this honour­
able House last Thursday. I had the ·-· 
opportunity to speak in support of the 
Motion · of Thanks to His Excellency the 
Governor. I stressed the urgent need of 
my constituency for a General Hospital or, 
in the alternative, a rural health centre. 
I comoared the sacrifices which the Premier, 
Mini'3ters and other Members of this honour­
able House have made on austerity measures, 

you. This is a great sign of negligence on 
the part of the reporters. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, this Legislature is, to me, 
regarded to have the highest standard of 
parliamentary democracy in the Federation 
of Nigeria, so that the daily proceedings of a 
Legislature of this calibre should be covered 
by good and competent stenographers. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I make this complaint for 
careful considerati9n. 

The Minister of Finance and Leader 
of the House (Chief J. A. 0. Odebiyi): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, may I apologise to the last 
speaker for the complaint which he has made 
about the Hansard reporters who had not 
been able to cover his speech delivered on 
Thursday last. , I myself know how very 
disappointing that could be to any person who 
had made a brilliant speech, but the fact is 
that we have just got a new Hansard Editor 
and all our reporters are new. The result is 
that they still have to get accustomed to 
taking down the proceedings of this House. 
I can assure the hon. Member that if he will 
be good enough to supply the Clerk of the. 
House with a copy of his speech, which will 
be compared with the tape recording of l1is 
speech when - the . omnibus copy of the 
proceedings of the House is published, the 
mistake will be corrected. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Adj"ourned accordingly at 10.40 p.m. until 
tomorrow, Tuesday, 3rd April, 1962, at 10.00 
a.m. 
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WESTERN HOUSE OF 
ASSEMBLY 

TUESDAY, 3RD APRIL, 1962 

The I-Iouse met at 10.00 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the· Chair) 

Personal Statement 
Mr V. I. Amadasun (Benin West I): Mr 

Speaker, Sir, my attention has be.en drawn· 
this morning ..... . (Interruptions). - · 

. Mr Speaker: The hon. Me'mber for 
Benin West will be given special permission 
to make a statement at this stage. It is un­
usual though; (it ought to come up during 
the Motion for Adjournment), but I grant 
him the indulgence this time. 

Mr · Amadasun: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
have to thank you for giving me this special 
opportunity w say somerhing. · 

My attention this morning has been drawn 
to a publication in the Daily Times {back page) 
headed "Move to relax Austerity Plans". I 
am not going, Mr Spe~ket:, Sir, to criticise all 
the paragraphs or section of the publication. 
'All I know, Sir, is· that'the Press should have 
some sense of responsibility. (Applause). 
Whether those Pressmen are members of the 
NCNC or of the Action Group, or of the 
NPC Mr Amadasun is not bothered, because ' . they are not coming to my constituency to . 
campaign for me or vote for me. (Applause). 

Mr Speaker, Sir, this is my own personal 
statement, and anybody who thinks I am not 
fit to make this pers,onal statement should let 
us go to the field of politics and battle out the 
issue. 

Now, ther.e was no Parliamentary meeting 
of the NCNC yesterday, because the Leader 
was not there; and the Secretary, Mr 
Akinyemi, was not here. Who could have 
called the Parliamentary meeting therefore? 
I mei'm that the logical answer is "Nobody to 
call a ·Parliamentary meeting"; so that this 
report is a figment of culpable imagination of 
that author, or the newspaper editor, or the 
newsp~per men. (Applause). 

Mr Speaker; Sir, you could see that when 
I was' taking part in the debate on the Speech 
from the Throne, I . said it was my own 
personal ·opinion,· too, ·that the austerity 
measures of the Western Region were 
excessive. Whatever a Regional Govern­
ment has to do must be done in collaboration 
with other Regional Governments, because 
charity begins at home. It is not good for one 

'• 

Government to say "Because 'Amadasun' 
is in the Opposition, the only milk of life he 
has should be cut off". (Laughter). I said, 
Mr Speaker, Sir, that the austerity measures 
were excessive . . vVhatever is done by the 
Federal Government, the Eastern Region 
and the Northern Region should be done by 
the Western Regional Government. Aperson 
who has .made a sacrifice of. ten per cent is 
patriotic enough. Money matters' are no 
matters of fancy, they are matters of fact. 

What I want to draw the attention of ·the 
Speaker to on this very bad-publication is this: 
The first indication about the move was 
given at a meeting of .. the Parliameptary 
Party of th~ NCNC, the Official Opposition 
Party in the Region, held at one of the 
Committee Rooms of the House yesterday. 
A Spokesman of the NCNC told the meeting 
that a senior member of the Government 
Party has told him of the move and requested 
the support of the Members of the Opposi­
'tion. Mr Speaker, Sir, according to_ my 
own business in this House I should be the 
per~on to be first intimated by any senior 
officers of the .Government, but I can tell you 
that, for more than six months now , I have 
never spoken to any Member on that side of 
the House, because what they do--vvliat they 
do politically-is not to my taste. And 
who is that person now to come to a senior 
officer of the other side? So, conclusively, 
Mr Speaker, Sir; this publication js fiendish ; 
it 'is damned, and it is as damnable as any 
publication in hell. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to take .:my seat. 

The Minister of Finance and Leader o1 
the House (Chief J. A. 0. Ode biyi): ] 
thank the Chief Whip of the Opposition fo 1 
clearing the air about the publication whicl-. 
appeared on the back page of the "Dail) 
Times" of today's issue. In normal Parlia-

~ mentary procedure, if a Newspaper has made 
a false report of the proceedings of the House 
the normal procedure will be for. the privilegt 
given to that paper to be withdrawn, but thi ~ 
is not a case in which the proceedings of thl 
Hou'se has 'been falsified by the particula1 
newspaper. What was really responsible 
was that the particular editor was indulginf: 
in some journalistic nightmare and; therefore 
it was open to him to make any suggesticim 
as best as he. could. 

But, be that as it may,· Sir, all I em 
say on i::ehalf of Government is tha • 
the austerity measures in respect of Mi.t;J-isters 
Parliamentary Secretaries, -Legislators­
! underline "Legislators"-and Board M em ­
bers came into effect as from the 1st da; 
of April, 1962. There is no intention -:vha~ ­
eve,r on the part of the Western N 1geru 
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Government to go back or:- these austerity 
· measures. (Loud a1>1>lause). It is true, Sir 
· that all of us are suffering, hut that suffering 
.is nothing, Sir, in the sense that as leaders of 
the people, we ourselves have got to make 
sacrifices before we can call on- them to make · 
sacrifices. (Applause). It would therefore 
be suicidal for any Government that is worth 
its name to announce some measures and not 
even wait to carry out these measures ' before 
it makes a right-about-turn and decides to 
cancel the whole thing. 

I am very grateful, Sir, that the 'opposition 
has cleared the air. It is not the intention of 
this Government to withdraw vvhat has been 
done; we will carry it out in the hope that 
when we call on the masses of the people 
to make sacri_fices as we hope to do when J 
announce my Budget tomorrow, d1ey will 
knoV'J' that, we ourselves have set an example 
and that it is left for them to follow. 
(Applause). 

BUSINESS .MOTION 
Suspension of Standing Order 4 (2) 

. The Leader of the House (Chief J. A. 0. 
Odebiyi): I beg to move the Motion 
standing in my name, that Standing Order 
4 (2) be suspended this day to allow the House 
to continue ~itting after fOO p.m.~ if necessary. 

Ch.ief S. 0. Ighodaro: I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 

Question put and agreed to. 

NOTICES OF MOTION 

Confidence in the Regional 
Government 

Mr B. I. G. Ewah (Ishan North-East): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move the l\1otion 
standing in my name-

''That this honourable House expresses 
its confidence in the Regional Government 

· for· the way and · manner it is tackling 
the problem of unemployment". . · 

The 'problem of unemployment is an 
inw ortant and significant question in any 
c.ountry and it is more so in young under­
developed countries such as the Federation 
of Nigeria in general and.the Western Region 
in particular. When one recalls that some 
seven years ago \ the Government embarked 
on a.gigantic educational programme which 
it, is still pursuing vigorously, one would 
realise ·that in any circumstances the result 
would be ·extreme unemployment; but the 
Government of this Region is not unmindful 
of t his situation and, in order to tackle this 
probiem effectively, this Government has 

'~ndertaken a number of industrial and 
-economic dev.elopment programmes, some 
of which are-

( a) Agricultural Measures-which in­
clude- the opening of Schqols of Agriculture 
to train School Certificate boys and girls. 

(b) Farm Settlements-for Primary 
School leavers. 

On. Industrialisation this Government has 
established cement factories, poultry farms, 
aluminium factqries, asbestos, and various 
industries. 

Despite all these, I have the following 
suggestions to make to the Government, and 
I am making them quite briefly. The 
Government should make available through 
its statisticians, the nuinber of-. 

(a) School Certificate holders un­
employed; 

(b) Secondary Modern. School leavers 
unemployed; 

(c) Prim11ry' VI School leavers un­
employed; and 

(d) the total number of these. 
They should then work out how many of ,. 
such boys and girls are to be employed and 
the number left unemployed . 

The Government ought to, make plans for 
the unemployed to be absorbed into the 
industries now being established. ' This 
method, added to the present steps for 
combating unemployment in' this Region, 
will do more good than allowing the situation 
to grow worse from day to day, leading to a 
situation vvhich may be · complex in years to 
come and which may give room for lawless­
ness and disorder because the hungry man 
would then be an angry man. 

I feel that the Government is praiseworthy 
and the Government should be congratulated 
for these measures which it has taken to 
prevent unemployment by its progressive 
agricultural and industrialisation policies. 
But no one can deny the fact that there are 
still hundreds of school leavers roaming 
about the streets without employment. I 
admit this happens ,elsewhere in the Federa­
tion, but this Region and our Government 
rightly claims to be first in most things 
and we must riot be complacent; we must 
further look into the question of unemploy­
ment and try to adjust our whole educational 
policy to suit the present employment pros­
pects of the school leavers. On the part 
of school leavers, therefore, it must be 
observed that they ought to have regard to· 
the total planned economy of the country 
when those who have not yet got jobs go 
about complaining of lack of jobs., It is to be 
regretted, for instance, that every one seems 
to have his "mind set on a particular· type of 
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[MR EW'AH] employment of many teachers, some of whom 
are Modern School leavers, who coulcJ have 
been roaming about the streets of Ibadan; 
but because they have . been . employed as 
teachers, they have lessened the unemploy'-

job-usually the white collar and black coat 
jobs. Surely, even if this type of job were 
the best to go round, l).on. Members should 
advise members of their constituencies to 
take up whichever job is available :;md stop 
choosing unduly. I w~.mld. advise the 
Government that if this selective attitude 
continues, legislation should _be introduced 
to force people into the jobs which are 
available: 

·-ment str:un. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. 

Rev d. I. Edeki (Afenmai North-West II) : 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to .S(:;cond the Motion 
ably moved by the last speaker. In doing so, 
I must say, first and foremost, that the chief 
cause of unemployment in this country is 
that school-leavers do not make full use of the 
opportunities off.!red theJTI . . In England, or 
in many parts of Europe, people look for any 
jobs they can get. There are many employ­
ment facilities in the Western Region in 
particular, but our school-leavers generally 

• .. do not make use of them. I have one 
example to quote in this connection. You 
will see that there are few Westerners in the 
Police Force and in the Army, whereas those 
are employments which maintain the dignity 
of man and enable people to earn an honour­
able living. But rather than join the Police 
Force or the Army, they will be looking for 
black-coat jobs. The \Vestern Region 
Government has made many provisions for 
the solution of this all important question of 
unemployment: for example, in the field 
of Agriculture-(Interruptions)-There are 
agricultural credit facilities which are given to 
farmers. The purpose of these facilities is to 

, enable farmers to employ some hands and 
therefor'e help to solve the problem of un­

, employment . . 

The development projects of the Govern­
ment have tlus result-they help to solve 
the question of unemployment; for example, 
the Waterworks, the Road Tarring and 
Road Improvement projects, the Electrical ' 
Installations and other activities of Local 
Government Councils are many of such 
projects which go to open channels of employ­
ment to school-leavers. Local Government 
Councils also build maternity centres, 
quarters for the Local Government Police, 
etc.: all these require the giving of jobs to 
people who are unemployed. 

yet there is . another way in which the 
Government is solving this question of 
unemployment: it is by the expansion of 
primary education. This . expansion of 
primary . education has resulted in the 

Another way in which the Government can 
ease this problem is by the establishment -of 
small-scale industries, especially in the rural 
areas-saw mills, corn mills, gari mills and 
textiles in the rural areas. All unemployed . 
hands-all unemployed schocil-leavers-who 
would have been roaming about the streets in 
search of black-coat jobs; could be absorbed 
in · these ·industries. This will prevent 
school-leavers from increasing the population 
of the unemployed in cities and villages. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, there is yet another way· of 
easing this problem of unemployment, and 
that is by sending many more Econ,omic 
Missions to Europe and other parts of the 
world. Apart from the fact that these 
Missions help to popularise the Government, 
they also help to attract foreign investors and 
industries. When · such things ar(' dbne, 
employment facilities are increased and work 
~ill then be given to the unemployed. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, finally, may I suggest 
another way of easing this problem 
(Interruptions). · Another way in which 
Government can · solve this question is by 
way . of austerity measures. Well, austerity . 
measures do not mean immobility or stag­
nation; they mean expansion through 
economies in one sector of the economy or 
the other. You see, money is saved here and . 
there, and money thus saved can b.e used for 
another more important thing. The money 
so saved could.be re-invested in the economy 
and there will be ·expansion; this expansion 
will then bring about the employment of ' 
n:.ore hands. I have therefore been very 
shocked at the way Members of the Opposi-

. tion have been approaching this question of 
austerity meao:mres. Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
have said that "austerity" does not mean 
immobility or stagnation. lt means expan­
sion and the employment of more hands . .. It 
is the re-investment of money saved in the 
economy so that it is expended and more 
hands are employed. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, with these few comments, 
I beg to support.the Motion. 

Mr Speaker: Are you supporting' the 
M~tion or seconding it? Of course, seconding 
it means supporting it? 

Revd. Edeki: · Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
' .second the Motion. 
· Question proposed. 
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M r Amadasun: Mr Speaker, I rise 
to oppose this Motion (laughter). Why do 

. you laugh? Mr Speaker, I am sorry, but I 
do not want to take part in this debate in such 
a way. as the hon. Mover by disregarding 
Standing Orders and reading word for word, 
phrase by phrase, what he had put .down­
a, thing· that took him a. century to prepare. 

Mr . Speaker: I do not agree that the 
hon. Member was reading his speech. If he 
did, you ought to have raised a Point of Order 
at . the time he was reading his speech. 
(Shame, shame). 

. Mr Amadasun: You know that what 
I have said is true. 

\ 

Mr Speaker, Sir, from the wording of this 
very Motion, and from _the analysis of the 
debate of 'the hon. Mover, you could see 
with me, Sir, that he had not given the !acts 
necessary. He had run out of his patience. 
He was not · debating the Motion he has 
moved. 

Now, Mr Speaker, Sir, what is the Motion? 
With your permission, the Motion is-

"That this honourable House expresses 
its confidence in the Regional Government 
fo r the way and manner it is tackling ........ . 
etc., etc." 

The -:vords '~it is tackling" are in the present 
continuous tense. I want to teach these 
people grammar. Not "it has tackled", but 
"it is tackling". (Interruptions). All right, 
let me finish. 

From my experience as a legislator, Sir, 
· what the hon. Mover has said in relation to 

this lVIotion was to give statistical information 
about the number of primary school-leayers- , 
primary six. He should give us the number 
in the whole of the Mid west; he should let us 
know .the number of secondary grammar 
school-leavers in the Midwest and. in the 
Yoruba section; he should give us the 
statistics. Then h:e should give the number 
of secondary grammar school-leavers: he 
should giye us ~he statistics. Let us have this 
on the first schedule, as the Government used 
to say ; then, · on the second schedule, the 
number of these categories employed or are . 
being employed by the Government in the 
Western Region. · Mr Speaker, Sir, when 
all facts are unearthed, you will see that the 
Government of this Region has simply 
launched the Free Primary Education, plus 
all the needs relevant to education that they 
have been 'crying about, in · order to bring 
about unemployment in the whole of the 
Western · Region. (Cries · of "sit down, sit 
down" from. Government Benches). Not only 
this, Sir; this very hon. Mover is a Mid-

I 

westerner. He should let us know from the 
list of · the people employed in the Western 
Region how many are from Y oruba section 
and how many, are from the Midwest. 
(Interruptions). You are responsible for it. 
Well, charity begins at home. I know of · 
many departments belonging to many Min.i.s­
ters, well, I do not want to make mention of 
them I enquired; the people employed are 
from the villages· or districts of the particular 
Ministers. If you want me to make mention .· 
of them, I will qo so (Government Benches: 
Malw mention of them). No, I will not do 
that for purely parliamentary reasons. 
(Shame, shame). 

Now, Mr Speaker, look at the whole of the 
\Vestern Regipn; there are many Obas 
unemployed. (Laughter). Many Obas are ' 
unemployed. They should let us know how 
many Obas are being paid by the Local 
Government Councils, and also the number 
of Chiefs. You say you love the bbas: how 
many Obas are getting salaries? Only~ hand­
ful of them in the House of Chiefs. It is. a 
shame-a shame-on you. If the NCNC 
was to _take over the Government, we would 
pay a_il the Obas and Chiefs. · 

Mr Speaker: o 'rder. I would like us to 
respect the sanctity of the institution of 
Obaship. N_o Oba is unemployed, unless 
he is no more an Oba. ·An Oba is' an employ­
ment in itself-full time employment. 

Mr Amadasun: Mr Speaker, Sir, I pray 
that the Almighty God should enlighten the 
Action Group to make most holy the position 
of the Oba by giving him more financial 
assistance. That is my prayer, Mr Speaker. 
(Laughter). Do not laugh you Minister of 
Education. ' 

Mr Speaker, from all these analyses-all 
I have said about the unemployment plight 
of the school-leavers in the Western Region­
you will agree with me that this Motion is 
not worthy to be passed in this House because 
there are still thousands and thousands of our 
school-leavers in the ·country who are still 
unemployed and, secondly, I am saying that 
this very Mover · is simply playing to the 
gallery. He simply wants members-high 
members-of the Action Group to know that 
there is somebody who is supporting them. 
He should not move such a Motion here again; 
if he does so, I will strongly criticise him. ·· 

,. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to oppose the' 

Motion. 

The Deputy Speaker (Mr S. T. · 
Adelegan): I rise to support the Motion. 
The hon. Member for Benin West I has asked 
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[MR ADELEGAN] 

the House to observe the grammar section­
the continuous tense- and so, Mr Speaker, 
I am referring the hon. Member to the 
Government's continued consideration of the 
question of tackling unemployment in the 
Region. In doing this I refer the hon. 
Members to the Government Development 
Plan, 1962-68, I quote from there-

"The expansion of employment oppor­
tunities in the Region is the fourth objec­
tive. The need to .. provide more job 
opportunities for the people of the Region, 
and more especially for the growing 
numbers of young school leavers becomes 
pressing daily. I do not have to elaborate 
on this. Under the Plan, a whole complex 
of schemes has been evolved with a view 
to meeting this ~rgent situation. Mr 

· Speaker, Sir, the White Paper before you 
includes schemes of farm settlements, 
of .co-operative group Iarms, of sman and 
large scale industries, of . co-operative 
artisans, of cottage and rural industries 

·and of the development of trade · and 
services. All these, provided we all gird 
ourselves and accept the sacrifices neces­
sary to produce the resources to implement 
them, will ensure that no longer will our 
sons and daughters migrate from the rural 

. areas to float about in the large towns in 
hopeless · quest for white-collar jobs that 
never naterialise". 

And agan, Sir, not only is employment 
envisaged for school leavers, it is also 
envisaged for the inhabitants of both urban 
and rural areas and these have been solidly 
planned. In the first place · there will be 
industries in urban areas which would absorb 
labourers and artisans~all kinds of workers­
carpenters, even tailors, and also in the rural 
areas; but the Government has also made 
plans for combating unemployment; this is 
in connection with the establishment of 
farm settlements, also the establishment of 
r~ral industries and small scale industries. 
For some years past grants also have been 
made by the Finance Corporation of the 
Government to farmers, and those farmers, 
when they receive Government money; have 
the opportunity of employing labour with 
the money they receive from the Finance 
Corporation. This, Sir, I think, is en­
couraging the employment of the people. 

.The problem of unemployment over the 
next six years had also been mentioned by 
the Government; therefore, Sir, I think the 
Governrri\:!nt ought to be p'raised for the way 
and mannel" in which it is tackling the pr:oblem 
of unemployment in this Region. 

I beg to support the Motion. 

Mr A. T. Rerri (Urhoho W,est I): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, · I wish to say that the reason, 
behind this Motion ........ . 

The Regional Minist~r (Trade and 
Industry) (Chief G. E. Ekwejunor-Etchie) :. 
Point of Order. Standing Order No. 3 (2): 
Members should sit only in the sea.ts allotted 
to them when speaking in the House. 

Mr Speaker: It is correct that the 
speake:.:- (Mr Rerri) has not taken his proper 
seat. But I use my discretion to allow him 
to carry on. (Cries of "Shame shame" from 
Opposition Benches). 

Mr Rerri: The . idea is not that the 
Western Region Government is _ not doing 
anything to review unemployment. - Look 
at the section on farm settlements, the various . 
attempts Government made to find jobs for 
those who are out of school are very dear; 
our contention is that the Governmentis ·not 
doing enough, and therefore to congratulate . 
a -Government for the way it is handling the 
situation will be improper. · ;rhat is where 
we stand. 

During the past year the Government has 
been doing all it can to reduce employment 
and to arrest the situation, but it seems it is 
getting out of hand; it will be wrong therefore 
to get this · honourable House to pass any 
Motion saying that we are. satisfied with the 
way .and manner the Western Region 'Govern­
ment is tackling and handling the question of 
en1ployment. • 

Now, the mover of the Motion had said 
earlier that he wants the Government to look 
into the question of school leavers who have 
not got jobs. Statistics for these secondary 
grammar, secondary modern and primary 
schoolleavers will show that it is clear beyond 
doubt_:_the hon. Minister of Education will 
confirm-that school leavers who are un­
employed greatly outnumber the ;'•school 
leavers who are in employment. Whether 
primary or secondary school leavers, they 
are greatly in excess of those the Govern­
ment can find jobs for. What we are saying 
is not that the Government is not tackling it, 
but that it is not handling the unemployment 
question efficiently; therefore the way it is 
tackling the problem does not warrant this 

. Motion. 

If, maybe after the first year or two of the 
Development Programme, we see ·statistically 
that in 1962 the number of unemployment is, 
say, 10,000, and after a year or two of the 
Develop!;nent Pl~n, the number has fallen to 
8,000 or 6,000 then both the' Opposition and 
the Government will join together to express 
satisfaction on the way the Government is 
handling the situation. 
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I · do not know what is happening in the 
other ~·ural areas, but it is true that in that 
side of the West- the Midwest-unemploy­
ment is growing daily, and for my constituency 
anq all the Midwest to hear that I am 

. supporting the passing of a Motion expressing 
confidence in the Government for the way 
it is tackling unemployment will alJ?.ount to a 
vote of no <;onfidence at any.future election: 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I oppose the Motion as 
being untimely.· Yes, the Motion is untimely. 
The p osi!ion is' bad now. Government is 
not tackling the unemployment situation 
efficiently, the way it is doing it now. It 
made attempts for handling it; when the 
proper time. comes we shall all join in congra­
tulating the Government. 

· I oppose the Motion as being unti~ely. • 
Mr J. 0. Omokowajo (Okitipupa North­

West) : . Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to oppose 
this Motion. · People say, "Knowledge 
acquired for acquiring sake is worse than 
the worst" , 

When the Mover of this Motion was 
speaking, he talked about farm settlements, 
but has any of the Ministers or hon. Members 
sent their boys there? · (Interruptions). 

You mentioned that the Government gives 
loans. How many people did you give loans 
in Okitipupa? When you give them £10 
loan, your clerks will collect £3 from the 
people! · 

M r Sp eaker : Point of Order. Will the 
hon. Member direct his speech to me? 

Mr Ornokowajo: When you give a man 
£10 .and you collect £3 from him ..... . (Inter-
ruptions). · 

W hen you t a 1 k of unempioyment, the 
· fact is we have unemployment. If you have 
employment, it is for those who are friends 
of M inisters and, perhaps, those from their 
constituencies. 

Factories.-In the: G9vernor's Speech from 
the Throne, mention was made of new 
factories; do you want school leavers from 
Okitipupa to go to Ikeja to work? Why are 
tho~e factories not distributed evenly through­
out the Region so that all of us all over the 
Region can enjoy them? (Interruptions). 

Bridges.- Sometime ago, · some labourers 
· were employed in my area; you have not paid 
them till today; They have worked for 
nothing, and you say that there is employ­
ment in Western Region! You gave them 
iob but they did it for nothing! 

I ' 

Because of unemployment Sir, is that why 
you (pointing to 'the .Government Benches) 
wasted £7,000 in different places in adver-
tising the Government overseas? · 

Mr Speaker: Order. The question of 
bribing certain people is a matter for the 
police . and is therefore unparliamentary . 
Will you therefore withdraw? 

Mr Omokowajo: If it is the ·wish of 
the Speaker that I should withdraw, I 
withdraw. (Shame, shame). 

But I will put it in a better form. . I said 
that the Western Region Government had · 
spent over £7,000 to advertise itself- money 
wrongly . used. . In the Western Region at 
the present moment; there is no Public Works 
Department but a Ministry of Works and 

·,_Transpo_rt. All we see now is that all these 
jobs are given to Nigersol, "something-sol"­
(Interruptions)-with the result that at Akure, 
we have got over 1,000 labourers retrenched. 
(Uproar). 

For these reason~ Sir, I beg to oppose this 
Motiori. 

Mr S. A. Ak'erele (Ekiti North-East I): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support the 
Motion. In the first place, our Friends on 

' the other side said that" all those who can 
read and write should have white collar jobs. 
That is a mistaken notion; and these are the 
people who are spreading wrong notions ' 
about education in different parts of this 
country. (Applause). Look at a friend 
who stood to say that a Standard Six boy 
should be looking for employment in an 
indus.try or in any established institution. 
That is a mistake. I am to convince him 
that Standard Six attainm~nt is the beginning 
of education. How can you go out to look 
f9r a job then? (IntlJ}'ruptions). 

Mr Amadasun: Point of order. I want 
the Minister of Education to expl~in the 
purpose of issuing certificates for primary 
six boys. 

The Minister of Education (Dr S. D.· 
Onabamiro): I would want a notice for 
that question. 

'· 
Mr Akerele: I was making a point that 

it is a mistake to expect a primary school 
leaver to look for a job. (Shouts of "Shame; 
shame" from Opposition Benches). 

This Government needs to be congratulated 
on its progressive step to nullify unemploy­
ment in this Region. We noticed that, in the 
first inst:mce, many roads are being tarred and 
many Westerners are being employed for this 
purpose. W e notice that, in 1954-55, 
£190,709 was spent on tarring roads, and this 
figure rose to over £3,000,000 in the year 
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1960-61 . D efinitely many workers should 
have been employed by those constructing 
these roads. And we notice that over 2,000 
miles have been tarred in this part of the 
country. It will be strange if our friends on · 

' the other side could not help their relatives to 
find employments in these places. We have, 

··for instance, the lkpoba Rubber Factory 
in Benin City ,which is established by the 
Western Nigeria Development Corpora­
tion with over £345,000, and we notice that 
thousands of Westerners have also been 
employed by the factory. It is strange that 
our friends opposite cannot find employment 
in such a factory. , (Interruptions): This 
Government is establishing many small-scale 
industries in different parts of this Region. 
(Cheers). At present we have three textile · 
training centres and these "are centred at 
Oyo, Ado-Ekiti and Auchi, and they are 
tinder the supervision of the Ministry of 

· Trade and Industry~ It is also noticeable 
, that ma,ny district councils are required to 
send studf,nts to learn in these textile indus-

, tries where the art of weaving, dying, dress­
making, and so on, are taught these boys. 
Mter the successful completion of their 
training they can settle in their own areas as 
producti9n units. It will be wonderful if 
our friends on the other side have not · 
benefited from all these schemes. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, 'r beg to support this 
Motion. · 

leavers are reluctant to ·avail themselves of 
the various opportunities; rather they all 
want black-coat ' or white collar jobs. · 

The second problem, Mr ·Speaker , Sir, 
is one which the Government of this Region 
is trying to combat in order that thos~ who · ., 
want labour and employment may be given " 
the opportunity to find what they want. 

To. solve the first problem, Gov&nn1ent 
requires the co-operation of all our politicians 
and enlightened citizens, particularly. teachers. , 
Our teachers should teach our children to 
know that respect is due to 'a man not solely 
because he happens to be an academ ician; 
respect is to be given to everybody who can 
do ari honest labour- be he a bricklayer, 
mechanic, carpenter or machinist. 

To solve the second problem, n amely, 
the problem which arises of finding out what 
jobs there are, the Government ofthis Region ­
has started some time ago to establish Labour 
Employment Exchanges. · These are no\v 
established at Akure and Abeokuta, and we 
do not discr.iminate in this regard. We have 
them, too, in Benin City, Sapele, Warri, and ' 
we have one in Ibadan; very shortly, according 
to the Speech from the Throne, one is to be . 
established at Ikeja. We have to advise our. 
boys and girls to make use of these. 

At present i am sorry to say that employers 
of labour are not co-operating fully with _the 
Government in the way they employ labour , 
and my appeal to them is that they should 
co-operate, or Government will make their 

The M inister of Labour (Chief J. E. co-operation compulsory. But as I h~\Ve 
Babatola) : Mr Speaker Sir, on behalf said, we are living under a democratic 
of the Government I am expressing my dispensation, an9, the rule of democracy must 
gratitude for this Motion of confidence by the be allowed to operate. 
1\'lover. It will be observed Sir, that 
confidence is expressed in this Regional · In . coming back to the actual problem of 
Government not actually because it has eradicating unemployment, may I remind 
succeeded altogether in giving employment tbis honourable House what steps Govern­
to everybody, but because the way and ' ment has taken. Many speakers have · 
manner in which we are tackling the problem referred to these steps, but I want to remind 
is known to be praiseworthy . . (Applause) . Members so as to refresh their m emory. 

I think, Sir, that it is nowhere possible in Government itself is perhaps the largest 
the world to give employment to everybody. employer of labour compared with other 
. Circumstances may arise in which for a short employers _of labour. 
time it may be possible to give employment It is unfortunate that there are no statistics 
to everybody, but for a long time it is im- to show what Government has done as regards ' 
possible. I think Sir; that it is possible to employment opportunities, but I am con­
cohscript people and send them to the Army, ·c vinced 'that this Government is the largest 
or send them to the Police Force in 'order to · employer of labour · when compared with . 
give employment to everybody, but it is other classes of employers · of labour. You 

. impossible for any Government to find jobs will realise that Government has many 
for everybody. I am quite certain that these Ministries arid has employed thousands of .. 
problems have been pin-pointed in the workers. Not only that; Government also 
Speech · of the han. Minister of Economic pays all the teachers in this ~egiori whether. 
Planning and Community Development . they are teachers employed by Government 
yesterday. May I say then that school or by Voluntary Agencies. 
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. Government also gives grants to Local 
Government Authorities to pay some of their 
staff and their teachers, so that Government 
grants are really providing employment 
opportur:ities for a great number of ·people 
iri•this' ·Region. And, what is more, Govern­
ment has established agencies for the purpose 
of developing the economy of this Region, 
and in the development of economy you 
cannot exclude the opportunities for employ­
merit. In particular, we have the develop­
ment of small-scale industries which are 
labour incentives, and by doing such things 
Government is proyiding employment oppor-
tunities. ' · . 

As has just been remarked by the hon. 
- Member for Ekiti South-East I, · Government 

has established a very formidable record in 
the provision of amenities which are bou'nd 
to have .salutary effects on employment. 

lVIay I remind you of the existence of the 
Nigersol Construction Company Limited and 
th~ Nigeria Water Resources Development 
Corporation, both of which employ not less 

· than 3,000 people for unskilled labour in 
·this Region; and I am quite sure that people .. 
will greatly appreciate this. 

Well, I have spoken briefly of what the 
Goverim1.ent of this Region has 'done; what 
the Government is now proposing to do 
transcencis what it has done in the past. 
Yesterday, we listened here to the Speech on 
the Development Plan given us by the hon. 
Minister of Economic Planning and Com­
munity Development on Chapter 7 of the 
Western Region Development Plan, 1962-68. 

I have explained to you the progratnrile of 
providing employment opportunities for this 
Region. . Only two classes of school leavers 
constitute the core of unemployment' in the 
Region. The products of Secondary schools 
do always secure employment after successful 
completion of the'ir course, and, as the 
economy will be expanding during the 
Development Pl~m period, it is safe to assume 
that these two ·classes of school leavers will 
not present any problem. 'It has been ·· 
calculated in the same chapte1' that the output 
of successful Primary School leavers will be 

· 800,000 and that of the Secondary Modern 
School 'leavers will be about 101,500 during 

; the Six-year Plan period. Assuming that 
about 10 per cent of the Primary School 
lcavcrs will - enter . ·Secondary Grammar 
Schools and that about 50 per cent will enter 
Secondary Modern Schools, the Primary 

. School leav~rs that will enter the labour 
market :without adequate qualifica ~iC'n will be 
about 320,000. It has also been calculated 

that the total number of Primary School 
leavers and Secondary Modern School 
leavers who will be entering the labour 
market during the six-year period will be 
about 400,000 to 500,000. The problem 
facing the Region is, therefore, narrowed 
down to finding employment opportunitie$ 
for about half a million youths during the 
Plan period. 

In ·preparing the ·Six-year Development 
Plan, this problem of providing employment 
opportunities for o~r youths has always been 
borne in mind and the fact that the fourth 
objective of the Plan is to provide employment 
opportunities testifies to this. Members arc 
well aware that large-scale industries which 
are comparatively capital incentives do not 
provide much of the needed employment 
opportunities for the youths. There are, 
however, other avenues which are relatively 
labour incentives. These are in the fields 
of Agriculture, small-scale rural and cottage 
industries, service industry, and small::.~cale 
business. In the case of cottage and rural 
industries, there is a provision of £235,000, 
£1,372)000 for small-scale industries, 
£500,000 for industrial schemes uader 
integrated rural development, and a sum of 
£1,800,000 for industrial credit facilities. 

May I expl::_~:in what is meant by industrial 
facilities. We have in existence our. Finance 
Corporation and the Local Loans Boards 
which give loans to farmers. Small busines­
ses are to be established by individuals who 
will have to seek Government credit facilities, 
and when we give facilities to farmers they 
are going to employ people; that also narrows 
down the employment problems. 

I wish to refer in particular to one Ministry · 
-the Ministry of Trade and Industry. 
This Ministry has proposals for the estab­
lishment of cottage and rural industries; 
namely, textiles, brickmaking, rope making, 
mattresses and cushion-making, which, on 
the whole, will provide employment oppor­
tunities for 7,000 trainees. Apart ·from this 
provision, you will also remember that 
in the United States Technical Assistance 
Scheme, it is proposed to be able to give jobs 
for an additional number of 300 trainees. 
This is to be combined with the proposals in 
the Ministry of Trade and Industry. We 
have the greatest hope of employment for 
our people. At present Local Go,vernment , 
Service employ messengers and .Akodas, 
dispensary attendants, midwives; 'sanitary ' 
overseers, forest guards, timber inspectors, 
plantation supervisors, etc. ' 

It was not possible some ten years ago for 
Local Authorities to employ many categories 
nf workers, but it is now possible because 
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under Government assistance and under 
Government directions, local Councils have 
been able· to develop their economies. 
They have been able to acquire revenue; 
and not only that; they have been able to 

· boost it. They have r~ceived frorri the 
Goverr;tment various sums of money as grants 
and as loans, and many of these . .Local 
Government Authorities will, during this 
Six'-year Development Plan, receive niore 
grants for development purposes,, Certainly 
we are going to get more people who will be 
appointed as rate collectors and more people 
will be appointed by Local Treasuries; and 
do not forget that they can afford themselves 
.the opportunity of . establishing industries 
in their areas of jurisdiction which will 
create employment opportunities for our 
boys and girls generally. 

Before I take my seat, may I appeal to this 
honourable House to help Government 
enlighten our citizens, parti~ularly teachers, 
vvho ought to inculcate in our children the 
dignity of labour, so that they may come to 
have regard for those who · labour on the 
farms, in carpenters' or blacksmith's 
wm:kshop. 

Mr Speaker, Si!;', I thank the Mover of 
this Motion on behalf of the Government. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Congratulations to the Hon. Premier 

Mr S. A. Layonu (Ede Ejigbo South): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, it is really a great oppor­
tunity for me to move the Motion which is 

· standing in my name, 

"That this honourable House congratu­
lates the ,hon. Premier, Chief Samuel 
Ladoke Akintola for the successful comple­
tion of l}is 1961 Economic Mission to 
Europe, the Middle East and America and 
affirms its ··belief that the activities and · 
achievements of the Mission will enhan~e 
the progress and · prosperity, welfare and 
development of the people of the Western 
Region in particular and further the 
progress of Nigeria as a nation generally". 

Fit st of all, · may I offer die bon. Premier 
special congratulations for the successful 
Economic Mission he had undertaken for 
exactly sixty days. It is said, "He who ' 
laughs last laughs best". Of all the three 
Premiers we have in the three Regions of 
Nigeria, our own Premier was the last person 
to gCJ on an Economic Mission in 1961 and, 
thank, God, his Mission was the most success­
ful. (Hear, hear) ...... (Interruptions from 
Opposition Benches). Mr Speaker, it is a 

great pity that when some hon. 1\!Iembe'rs take 
apeteshi they make unnecessary noise always .. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, when people talk of 
expenses incurred on ministerial over~eas 
tours, they forget that what we lose in terms 
of visible progress and productivity .are more 
than compensated by the development 
advance which comes out from such tours. 

The hon. Premier left Nigeria on 22nd 
September, 1961 on a global · Economic · 
Mission and returned on 22nd November, 
1961. Among places he visited in Europe 
and the Middle East were London, 
Switzerland, Rome, Yugoslavia, Greece, 
Cyprus, Lad, Israel, Bonn, Cologne, 
Frankfurt and Hamburg; and in U.S.A. and 
Canada he visited Washington, D.C., New 
York, Ottawa and Montreal. Han. Mer.nbers 
will agree . with me that to tpur the world in 
sixty days was one of the most spectacular 
achievements of the Mission. The Mission · 
during · this period explained the many 
opportunities open to overseas investors 
and friends who wish to come to Western 
Nigeria to part1c1pate in agricultural and 
industrial programmes aimed at creating a 
better life for ·the people of the Region in 
particular, and Nigetia in general.. ::fhe 
goodwill' tour also afforded the deJegatio'n a 
fitting occasion to present Nigeria as a truly 
democratic, friendly, and peace-loving n'ation, 
and to apprise the world of the country's 
needs. 

Now, Sir, what are the achievements of the 
Mission? The Mission had succeeded in : 
bringing the problems of Nigeria's develop­
ment in general, and those of Western Nigeria 
in particular, to the knowledge of foreign 
investors in all the places visited . . It had 
aroused the interest of foreign countries in 
Nigeria and had contributed to lmovvleclge 
of the country by the outside world. 

It had en.listed th.e suppo~t and co-operation 
of foreign irtvestors and industrialists who 
had promised the Region educational, 
financial and cultural assistance, including 
scholarship awards for deserving youths of 
the Region. 

·It had a direct bearing on the economic 
development of Western Nigeria, ·because the 
Development Plan we have now in this Region · 
is a courageous account of th.e Economic 
Mission. It is also a mirror to where we 
go from here. 

The Government current · Development 
Programme for 1962-68 would cost £240 
million, out of vvhich the . Government· 
envisages .. . (Interruptions). I was a better 
reader when I was on that side of the House. 
(An Opposition Member: Carpet crosser. 
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You. will soon cross back again). The Govern­
ment envisages to raise between £160 

·million and £180 million, leaving a balance of 
between £60 million and £80 million to be . 
raised from external sources. 

The hon. Premier's tact and modesty are 
so commendable that they should be emulated 
by all of .us. Let us give honour to whorn 
honour is due. Any attempt to show any 
sign of ingratitude to the hon . Premier will 
fight shy of crude facts and of the stark 
realities prevailing in this Region. 

On his return from the tour on 22nd Nov­
ember, 1961 the hon. Premier announced at a 

-Press Conference·he held at Apapa that petty 
traders · would be encouraged and that 
foreign firms would be barred from retail 
trade. This news augured well for the future 
of o(lr commerce because this is really in the 
interest of our indigenous petty retailers who·, 
as a result of this measure, will begin to 
realise considerable turnover with consider­
able profit margin. 

May I also take this opportunity to congra­
tulate other members of the delegation who 
contributed tremendously to the success. of 

· the Mission. They are hon. Chief J. A. 0. 
Gdebiyi, Minister of Finance, hon.. Chief 
A,deyi:, ·now Minister . of Agriculture and 
Natural B.esources; Chief M .. S. Sowole, 
Chairm.an, Industrial Promotions Commis­
sion; Chief Toye Coker, Agent-General for 
the ~iVestern Region in the United Kingdom; 
ChiefS. L Durosaro, new ·chairman of the 
National Bank Limited, · and Chief I. 0. 
Dina, Permanent Secretary to the Treasury. 

Finally, Sir, I know that the hon. Premier 
is, no c}oubt, stiffening his muscles to face up 
numerous bullets that will be aimed at his 
Government when all these · Development 
Programmes will he implemented. I would 
remind the Government to remember that 

· backward areas should not be left out in 
. perpetual backwardness. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move this 
Motion. 

M r R. 0. Areola (Ekiti South-East I): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to second the Motion 
.so ably proposed by the hon. the Mover. In 
seconding the Motion, I like to bring to the 
men··J.Ory of hon. Members . that a similar 
Economic Mission was undertaken by Chief 
the hon. Obafemi Awolowo, Leader of the 
Opposition in the Federal House and erst­
while Premier of this Region, in 1956. Han. 
Members will agree with me that that Mission 
bore, and ·continues to bear, immense fruits 
for the advantage of \iVestern Nigeria. Such 
fruits are the establishment of the Ewekoro 

Cement Factory, the Plastic Factory, Ibadan, 
the Rubber Processing Factory at Uronigbe, 
and so on and so forth. When hon. Members 
think of how many of our people· are being 
·employed in these factories, they ·will not 
hesitate to give their blessings to the Second 
Economic Mission undertaken by the Premier 
of Western Nigeria and to congratulate the 
han. the Premier, ChiefS. L. ~intola. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Premier of Western 
Nigeria, a man . whom you all know for the 
logic of his tongue and the accuracy of his 
reasoning and his depth of insight into all that 
goes on in the different Ministries and the 
important Departments of the . Region, is to 
me and to all" the well-intentioned hon. 
Members the best man to have made that 
Economic Mission. He was able to give a 
true and accurate picture of the Region and 
what the Government has been able to do 
within less than a decade of its existence. He 
had, in the process, engendered confidence 
in the foreign count;ries and firms and experts 
he had visited. 

Already, Sir, the last Economic Mission has 
started to bear fruits. We have had scholar­
ships awarded to students of this Region by 
the Government of West Germany. We · 
have had technical experts .from the Govern­
ment of Israel coming to help this Region. 
Above all, Sir, the Mission has created, for the 
products of Western Nigeria, a goodwill on 
which the economic· activities-agricultural 
and industrial-depend. 

With all these points, Mr Speaker, I beg to 
second the Motion. 

Question proposed. 

Mr Speaker: Debate on this Motion will 
continue immediately after this short break 
which I am now announcing. 

Sitting suspended at 12.00 noon. 
Sitting resumed at 12.55 p.m. 

Mr Speaker: Debate on the Motion for 
Congratulations to the hon. Premier will be 
adjourned until next week. 

Debate adJourned accordingly. 

Commission of Enquiry into th~ 
Ad-ministration of the Ibadan District 

and its Sub-urban Councils 

Mr J. A. Ajuwon (~badan Ea~t Rural I): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to move 'the Motion 
standing in my name that-

"This honourable House calls on the 
Regional Government to institute a com­
mission of enquiry forthwith into the 
Administration of .. Ibadan City Council 
and its suburb District Councils in Ibadan, 
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[MR AJUWON] 
and also dissolve the Councils in Ibadan 
and Districts and order a fresh election 
forthwith". 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I mov.e this Motion not 

because I have got any ulterior motive 
behind it- (Interruptions)-but because of 

. certain mal-practices in Ibadan City Council 
and suburbs. This demand follows the 
constant allegation of mal-treatment and 
rudeness to ·members of the public made 
against the staff of the Councils. 

We heard · that the Minister of Local 
Government is intending to extend the life of 
Local Government Councils throughout the 
Region, particularly .the Ibadan City Council 
and its suburban councils. Mr Speaker, Sir, 
it looks as if the Government has its own 
special zones in the Region . earmarked for 
perpetual extension of lives . of councils. I 
have in mind the Ibadan City Council and 
District Councils now belonging to the 
Action Group Government. -Does the 
Minister intend again to extend the life of 
these Councils? The fear of the Government 
is that its supporters are going to lose local 
Government election; that is why they are 
determined to extend the 1 ife of the Councils. 
If we accept such move we might extend the 
life of this House to another five years after 
the expiration of its normal life. 

Mr D. K. Olumofin: On point of Order, 
Sir. Standing Order 27 (1): No Member 
shall be allowed to read his speech but short 
extracts. 

Mr Speaker: I hope the hon. Gentleman 
is not reading his speech. He ca!1 continue. 

Mr Ajuwon: Mr Speaker, Sir, in the 
· month of August there w~s an election into 
the Ibadan City Council. This election was 
not fairly conducted; it was undemocratic, 
illegal, and law and order was pot maintained. 
The Opposition gave the signal of boycott, 
in view _of victimisation, oppression, depn!s­
sion and persecution of the Opposition; still 

. the Action ' Group ordered that elections 
should take place. The Council has since 
been controlled by the Action Group without 
-opposition. Day in day out the Council's 
affairs are secretly closed to the Opposition 
members. 

I want to point out that since ~he inception 
of the Council, meetings are not held regu­
larly. Many Councils in the District met 
only once .... .. (Interruption). , This is a viola­
tion of the Local Government Law. The 
Law· of the Western Region of Nigeria, 1959, 
Volume III, Chapter 68, page 320, Section 
87 (b) says:-

, ''Where: 
" (b) the Governor in . Council is 

satisfied that a Council is not discharging 
its functions under this Law in a manner 
conducive to the Welfare ~f the inhabi­
tants of the area of its authority as a 
whole, 

the Governor in Council may by order-
(i) direct that the seats. of . the 

President and all members · of the 
council shall become vacant and 
appoint a committee· of management , 
or an administrator for · the purposes 
of this section; or 

(ii) direct that the seats of all 
members of the council, other than 
the President or traditional members 
appointed directly by the Instrument, 
shall become vacant and that a 
general ele'ction shall be h~ld on a date 
to be fixed by the Minister to filt 
the seats vacated". 

The Council has not one day held a 
meeting. Mr Speaker, S1r, the Ibadan . 
City Council is corrupt. 

Coming- to the question of Works Com­
mittee, Sir, I would· like to point out that the 
award of contracts is purely on political 
basis. ·Mr Speaker, Sir, scarcely can a 
member of the NCNC get a single work. 
I have authority here. A special Action 
Group list of fifty men who are contractors 
was sent to the Town Engineer for regular 
contract work. These names can he read 
out if hon. Members so desire. (Interrup- · 
tions). I will not release their names until 
the enquiry is set; then will I be able to give 
you more facts. Mr Speaker, Sir, prop~r 
investigation should be made to check up the 
allegations of corruption made by members of 
th~ public __ that a sum of £10 each was 
demanded from each contractor by · the 
Chairman of Works Committee .(Alhaji 
Bashiru) before contracts could be awarded · 
to the members of the public. Members of 
the council have registered their names as 
contractors, whereby they were giving· con­
tract work under the Ibadan City Council 
(Interruptions). 

The Minister of Local Gove~nment 
(Alhaji D. S. · Adegbenro): On p'oint of 
order. The names of the members of the 
public should not be mentioned on the floor 
of the House. 

Mr Ajuwon: Mr Speaker, Sir; to confirm 
my statement, the splinter group (Agbaje 
Faction) alleged that the Chairman of Works 
Committee is a middle-man to the memhers 
of the public for receiving money for the 
Chairman of Ibadan City Council. May 
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- [Mn AJuwoN] (b) to collect or to collect sufficiently 
any rate or tax which it is its duty to 

I s ay, Sir, that if you want their n~me)s colle-ct he may direct that expenditure 
-I will give them to you. (lnterruptxons · shall ~ot be incurred by the council in 
These councillors are unclean. lVlost of respect of such matters and during such 
thern are ex-eonvicts and tax defaulters. period as he may specify". 
These councillors have been rendered home- The Minister of Local Government has 
less in their respective quarters. failed in his duties by allowing all the Coun-

Mr Speaker, Sir, one Mr D. 0. Adclakun cils to receive money from the proceeds of -
was suspended on the 13th March~ 1962 p .A.Y. E.; that is where you Action Group 
becal)se he had political differences WJ.th the Government try to cover the faults of your 
ho,n. :':Minister of I-I.ome Affairs (hon. supporters. Enquiry is demand~d into the 
Ogundiran). · The argument arose as to administration of all these Councils. 
where to build a Council Hall for Ibadan -· ' I:_r 11 d" · 

Market Committees .. - :-~ow sta s are Istn­
East District Council. The hon. Minister buted to traders at Dugbe and Mokola need 
of H ome Affairs wanted the Hall to be built to be investigated thoroughly. If this Acti.on 
at h is home .town, Erunmu, while B. 0. Group has nothing to fear, the enqmry 
Adelakun wanted it to be built at Lalupon. which is now sought through the floor of this 
On the face of this, the Minister reported Hou-se should be allowed to co:r;ne into being 
him to the Chairman of the Council and the as soon as possible. It is the policy of the 
man was suspended as stated above. . Action Group r:nembers to take bribery up 

Withfn three weeks a sum of £35 was to the amount of £50 before a stall -is given to 
. missing in the Tax Offic·e. (Interruptions). any trader both at Mokola and Dugbe. If 

My p oint, Sir, is not whether this man who this enquiry is supported I am ready to 
committed the offence has paid the money support my argument with the facts and 
back or not; that is not my concern. My figures before me. Our support~rs are n<?t 
concern · is this: we want to know what given stalls, but we are not surpnsed o~ t~Is 
action was taken against the offender. as the Action Group is noted for partiality 
(Interruptions). . all over the Federation. . 

Mr Speaker, , Sir, · I now come to t~e Custqmary Courts.-How justic.e is dis-
. question of tax problem in all the Councils ,_ pensed in the Customary Courts m Ib~dan 
.in Ibadan. That is how the taxes are by the cruel judges leaves much to be desired. 
collected. Many of these . Councils have It is here that many Action Group supporters _ 
failed. \Voefully to reach their targets. All will find it hot if this enquiry is supported. · 
people. in the areas concerned lm_ow that they If any membet of the NCNC is involved in 
failed indeed and, to my surpnse, many of a court matter he will be treated badly 
the Councils have been subsidised from tax becatise of his political affiliation, and yet 
collected .under the Pay As You Earn Scheme. you people say that there is law and order in 
For instance·, the target for Ibadan City this Region. 
Council is· £254,300; they· have been able to Staff Committee must be properly investi­
collect £179,359 15s 9d, and the amount, gated. This Committee serves as a means 

·outstanding to meet up is £74,940 4s 34. - of trade centre and also as land committee 
Mr Speaker, Sir, what I \vant to say now ~s of whi<..h hon. Sanni is the chairman. All 
that the Minister of Local Government IS ·these things should be investigated. You 
aware that many of these councils have failed should not be surprised when I mention 
in their duties and he has .failed to act as names. it is because I am sure of what I am 
r equired by the Law. saying: and I am ready to defend myself in 

Government Bench: Which · section of any court of law. 
· the Law has the Minister of Local Govern- Chieftaincy Committee.-There are over 
ment contravened? . (Laughter). 300 ruling houses in Ibadan, and Mr Speaker, 

1\tlr Ajuwon': Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
lVIinister of Local Government has failed to 
act as required under the Law,· and I quote 
below. See Laws of the Western Region, 

-1959, Volume III> Cap. 68, page 321, 
section 88 which goes as follows: 

· "(1) Where it appears to the Minister _ 
that a Council has failed to (a) levy or levy 
sufficiently any . rate _ or tax which may be 
levied by it; or · 

Sir all the NCNC ruling houses have been 
suppressed by virtue of thei~ political 

• affiliation. It is because of th1s _type of 
injustice that we Clamour for this enquiry 
to be instituted. 

There is only one fact which I want to 
bring before this House, and it is this, t.hat. it 
will not be proper to see the Ibadan D1stnct 
Council only being run by the Action Group. 
If the people are bold and they are sure that 
they own the Council, let them diss,olve the 

" 

- i 

J 

l 
( 

f 
I 
S. 

s 
A 
o: 
T 
at 

" lY: 
' cc 

cc 
W. 
re 
to 
M 
0! 
Lc 

._ch 
ha: 
allo 
rec 

( 

Mi 

voz. 

r 
ren 
fr01 
of I 
Las 
Spe 
Mal 
heac 
Rigl 

(L 

0 
s. 
mce 



200 

ently 
:y to 
iture 
il in 
such 

has 
oun­
ls of . 
r~!-IP 
your 

the 

.stri­
J.eed 
:tion 
uiry 
.this 
e'ing 
the 

. up 
n to 
' If 

' to 
arid 
not 
this 
llity 

dis­
.dan 
red. 
ters 
ted. 
i in 
Ldly 
yet 

r in 

~sti­
~ans 

ttee 
All 
{ou 
:wn 
am 
:m 

ver 
cer, 
een 
ical 
of 

11ry 

to 
tit . 
rict 
up. 
hat 
the 

201 Enquiry into 3RD APRIL, 1962 Ibadan District Councils 202 

[MR AJUWON] 
Council and order a fresh election which must 
be free and fair. The question of victimisa­
tion, oppression, suppression should not 
come tn. 

Lands Committee.-Well, I am sorry that 
the Chairman of the Lands Committee is not 
here; perhaps he knew that this Motion is 
coming up and he has left the Hous.e. This 
Land Committee is a problem, Sir. Our 
lands are being given to foreigners . 

An Hon. Member: Who are the foreigners? 

They are the Ijebus, the Egbas-
. well, you know them; the Ekitis. Mr 

Speaker, Sir, we don't say they should 
not give them these pieces of land but that 
before they can obtain a lease from the 
Councillors, at least a,sum of £100 is obtained 
from them. This is a serious allegation and 
I want the Minister to look into it. It is 

. shameful. 

Now the question of Ogunpa Motor Park, 
' Sir. Wt;!ll this place is really a home of the 
Action Group, because the Hon. Minister 
of Local Government lives near the place. 
There 'are certain lands leased to the public 
at Ogunpa Motor Park. Over five years now, 
Mr Speaker, Sir, the Ibadan District Council 
could not collect the rentage, Sir. They 
could not because I can tell you of one person 
who, for good five years, has not paid a single 
rentage·, and yet you talk of austerity measures,. 
today and of economic. missions tomorrow. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I would like to say, for 
Ogunpa . Motor Park, that the Minister of 
Local Government should take time in 
checking the receipts, because information 
has been received that certain persons 
allegedly spent certain amounts and the 
receipts were burnt-destroyed entirely. 

. (An hon. Member: That is done by the 
Minister of Home Affairs). 

(The Minister of Home Affairs: Note the 
voice). 

. Mr Speaker, Sir, I would like you to 
remark that an honest man, especially people 
from Ibadan, would say that the dissolution 
of Ibadan City Council has long been overdue. 
Last week, Sir-~ am sorry to delay the 
Speaker-(Shouts of "carry ·on! carry on!) at 
Mapo Council Hall, a meeting was called, 
headed by the Premier of this Region, the 
~ight Han. Akintola: 

(An Hon. Member: He is not ''_Right") 
Oh! I am sorry, Sir, the Chief Hon. 

S. L. A. Now what happened; in the 
·meeting Sir? It was -purely politics. 

The meeting was called in order to get my 
supporters to their camp. The_ Organising, 
Sectctaries were sent out that they should 
go about in the town. to say that anybody 
who ·has got no membership card of the 
Action Group will not be allowed or will not 
be privileged to put his name down clu'ring 
the Census. 

(Government bench: Ah! Ah!). 
Yes, I can tell you the names. Yed he told 

them, and now the Organising Secretaries are 
collecting membership cards ·· about. Once 
you haven't got the card you are no"t entitled 
to register. Now Mr Speaker, Si'r, this thing 
is no good. If the Premier knows that. he is 

' sincere to tell the public of Ibacl~m that the 
Regional census will be coming up, why not 
invite the Leader of the Opposition or the 
member of Mabolaje Qrancl Alliance in 
Ibaclan to sit down along with him at the 
meeting. (Cheers from Opposition Benches) .. 

Now Mr Speaker, Sir, another question I 
would like to raise is that of Ibadan East 
District Council. This Council, Sir, needs 
serious attention. It is the · home of our 
Minister of Home Affairs, and 1· would like 
this Honourable House-. · 

(A~ Hon. IVIember: - What is the town?) 

Erunmu. I learnt that the han. Minister 
is trying to dominate the Council but the 
question arises as to whether Lah.ipon \Yil~ 
agree with Erunmu or Erunmu will agree with 
Lalupon, eith~r of the two. That is the only 
trouble, because we will not like to see our 
money being used on political ends. Now 
the Minister of Home Affairs who is a member 
of this Ibadan East District Council, met me 
one day at Lalupon; he was trying to tell me 
another 'story, asking me to cross and. that 
he will give me £250. (Interruptions). 

Now coming to the question of allocation 
.of contracts, Sir. (Interruptions). · 

Mr Speaker: Order, Order. Please may 
I refer Members to Order No. 29 (4) which 
reads: 

"During a sitting all members shall be 
silent or shall confer only in undertones"; · 

We have heard that the Reporters-the 
Hansard Reporters-may be disturbed if 
there is too much noise going on in the 
House. So I will appeal ~o Members to 
please obey this Order of the House and 
keep silent while the hon. Member goes on 
with his speech. 

. Mr Ajuwon: Well, . thank you, . Mr 
Speaker, Sir. In view of in'y speeches, Sir 
I would like the Minister of Local Govern­
ment, or whoever is responsible for . the 
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administration of Ibadan District Council, to 
dissolve it and order a fresh election. More­
over it will be necessary. for an enquiry to be 
sef up. · All these facts and documents at my 

. disposal · shall be revealed, and anybody 
-particularly people from Ibadan­
would agree with me that even they them­
. selves · are not satisfied with the way the . 
~ouncil is being run. _ 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I would like, before I 
resume ·my seat, to give a sound warning to 
members of the Government, that whenever 
they see the truth, there is no need hiding it. 
They knew that, for good ten years, they 
could not control Ibadan town. 

Mr C. I. Akere: Point of Order. I 
should like to refer to Order No. 2 · Mr 

. Speaker, Sir, which says that the business of 
the Legislature of the · Region shall be 
conducted in English. I should<like to know 
what the han. Member meant by "to speak 
the truths". 

Mr Ajuwon: . Another point, Sir, I 
would like to remind the Minister of Local 
Government about the meeting we had in his 
utfice the other day. It . was agreed at .. that 
meeting that when the. allocation of women 
into the Local . Government Councils would 
take effect, we should be consulted. Since 
then, up till now, the Minister of Local 
Government has never even informed us 
how far he has gone in· that matter. I 
would like him to implement it. immediately 
because, if sor11e of my Party members are 
left .out, Mr Speaker, Sir, and if only the 
Action Group members are put into the 
Councils, well, I think we shall shout and 
cry and let the public know that this Govern­
ment · is an undemocratic Government. 
(Cheers from Opposition Benches). 

Finally, I will submit again, Sir, that if the 
·enquiry is fo be set up it should be drawn 
from equal Members of the House, that is the 
Opposition and the Government, · because I 
:mow that if a· single man is to be appointed, 
that' man will serve his party. I am trying to 

· tell the Minister of Local Government that if 
·, the: Motion is accepted, I would like him to 

consider that members of the Opposition be 
included, and I am to assure you that we 

· .·shall give you the greatest help and facts at 
our disposal. (Cheers). 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. 

Mr Adeoye Adisa (Ibadan South .. East 
iRural): Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to second 
this. Motion. In doing so Sir, I wish the 

· House to show some seriousness and not 

indulge Members opposite in their character­
istic emptiness. 

I remember, Sir, that a Motion of this 
nature 'Yas moved in this House by the late 
Leader of Opposition, Alhaji Adegoke 
Addabu, may his soul rest in peace-when 
he moved that t!1e Action Group Government 
should appoint a Commission of Enquiry 
over the wastefulness and extravagance of the 
Action Qroup Government of the Western 
Region. That M·otion was r'ejected. It was 

. opposed by the Action Group at that time. 
At that time he charged them of extravagance 
and squandermania, but they said it was not 
so. Today we are all reaping the whirlwind 
of austerity because there is no money in the 
coffers of the Government, and, secondly, 

·Sir, at that time the great "Lion of the West" 
was warning the Action ·Group against 
intolerance, against · oppression, ' against 
depression, against retrogression, but they 
turned .deaf ears. Today the Midwest is 
going and you will soon begin to. suffer from 
the Midwest secession. I believe that there 
should be no objection whatsoever to the 
adoption of this Motion, . and that this 
Government should appoint a Commission 
of Enquiry i,nto · the administration of the 
Ibadan Councils. 

~ . 
I believe, Sir, that if this Government has 

nothing to hide-particularly if the Action .. 
Group Minister of Terror has nothing to 
hide-(Interruptions)-I believe that he will 
allow this Motion to pass; but, on the other 
hand, if there is much to hide, I know Mem­
bers opposite will oppose this Motion as usual. 

Now, in the first instance, this ip.quiry 
is necessary because we have noted in the 
Governor's Speech from the Throne that the 
Action Group has now discarded the use of 
its slogan "life more abundant". From now 
on, they will use "prosperity through auste­
rity", but I know that we have more austerity 
than prosperity. But the point is that if 
we all see that this is the right moment 
for us to practise austerity, then there is 
no need to split all these councils whereby 
we shall have to spend thousands and 
thousands of pounds in building new offices 
for these councils. I think that this is 
simple and highly unobjectionable and an 
incontrovertible fact. There is nothing to 
quarrel with and I' am sure that, no ' matter 
what party whips are trying to enforce .in the 
way of discipline on their Members, the 
Ibadan Members who are still sons of the soil 
will not forget (Interruptions). But I know, 
Sir, that those sons of Ibadan will not oppose 
this Motion. I want them: on this historic 
occasion to forget their political differences. 
What is in ·, our mind is the. greatness of 
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Ibadan so that our children nnd our children's 
children will have prosperity and not austerity. 

The second reason why I think this House 
should not oppose the Motion for the dis­
solution of these councils and of holding 
fresh elections is quite simple. You claim 
to enjoy the ·popularity ·and support of the 
Ibadan people. If you are tru'e to your 
words, true to your boast, the best thing you 
·can do now is to accept our challenge to dis­
solve these councils, and on the floor of this 
'House make a bold claim. If you dissolve 
all . these councils and another fre.sh election 
is held. you will not win one council. ' I 
challenge you: if you have the .. support of 
the people, dissolve these councils and hold 
elections to them within two or three months. 
I promise you, you will not win. Now if it is 
a lie, you have the weapon in your hands, 
the weapon . to explode the lie. On the 
other hand, if you know that you have done 
everything possible to make the Ibadan 
people angry with you, then, of course, you 
have much to hide; then every one of us here 
will sympathise with you if, as usual, you 
reject .this Motion. 

Now speaking on these district councils, 
the first thing we have against them is that 
there is at least intrigUe going on in the 
matter of employment of secretaries and 
treasurers. Out of these eight councils, I am 
surprised that members of the Action Group 
who happen to be the sons of Ibadan have 
not kicked against the present policy where­
by the sons of Ibadan are not employed as 
secretaries or treasurers of these councils, 
whereas these people who say they are 
Action Groupers will nev~r allow any non­
native of Ijebu, they will never allow any 
non-Egbas, to hold or become secretaries 

. or treasurers of their councils; on the other 
hand, they come to Ibadan here and take 
everything away from Ibadan. I say 
"shaine". I , am at this moment reminding 
out sons of Ibadan who happen for some time 
to be in the claws of the Action Group to 
remember that unless you can kick against 
this - type of atrocities, your children and 
your children's children will always remember 
your misdeeds. · 

Now Sir, I believe that during the last 
elections into all these councils there was 
much dust over the question. of whether the 
election would be free - and fair or not. 
Now I believe that with the magnanimous 
support of the Prime Minister of the Federa­
tion, today in the Western Region we can · 
breathe again the air of liberty and justice; 
and with the great contribution of Dr 

Michael ' Okpara the great illustrous son­
(Deafening interruptions from Government a.nd 
OpjJ(JSition Benclws) ...... we have been free in 
the Western Region. We in the Opposition, 
we of the NCNC, haye been free to enjoy 
human freedom and fundamental rights. 
We want to warn the members of the Action 
Group that if they attempt to do· all the 
mischief they did during the Federal election, 
they will be the worst for it. I want you ·aU 
to remember that the next time you use the 
Local Government Police or the Customary 
Courts against us in any future elections, we 
will · teach you sense. vVe have arrived at 
this conclusion, that in order to ·enjoy and 
sustain liberty and freedom, man, born of · 
woman, must be ·prepared to sacrifice; and 
we are declaring . on the floor of this House 
that from this moment we shall not fight 
but we shall see that wolves clad in the 
clothes of justice and freedom and liberty 
are turned to ashes. 

.· .. 
Another point is that I feel that if you 

appoint a. commission of inquiry into the 
administration of these councils, you will 
have the opportunity to find out that these 
councils are not viable. They ar_e not 
economically self-supporting. You will find 
that, if not for political intrigues, there is po 
reason why these councils should be created; 
or the former District Council should-be split. · 
So if you order an inquiry into these-we 
have raised the point-~the best thing to do• 
is to go and find out the facts and when )·ou 
have found out the position, forget your' 
politics for some time, as politics is taking . 
you more and more into desolation and 
despair; but if, at least for once, you begin 
to rely on rules of commonsens~, equity and 
justice, I think you will agree with me that · 
in Ibadan here it will be too wasteful to split · 
all these councils as you have done. It will 
be a waste of money in this era of auster ity 
forced on us by your squandermania. The 
best thing is to retrieve your error. It is 
never too late. And on this point I .know 
that you have been trying to retrieve your 
errors, which made you to .rhove the Motion 
in this House ~sking ·for the creation of a 
Midwest State. You have been trying to 
do so, and I thank God you have not suc-
~e~d. · 

Again, one of ,the things which these 
COJ.mcils have been doing very badly relates 
to the question of allocation of market stalls, 
and I do implore the Members opposite to . 
remember · that they · are born · of women, .· 
though it will be better for them if men carry 
their coffins. If you go to Oja-Oba market, 
you can see old women whose stalls have been · 
pulled do,~n by the Action Group and you can 
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see those people being beaten by sun, a.nd 
you' can see those women going through the 
downpour of rain. I know that you can, 
at least for the sake of these old women, , give 
them back their stalls. I do not think, Mr 
Speaker, Sir, that it ·is nice of the Action 
Group to overplay politics. Every time we 
have told members of the Action Group that 
we on th is side of the House are so sure of our 
course. We are sure that we are inevitably 
going to drive you away. We are so sure of 
this, but we a:re not in a hurry. So that 
after thousand years when lies have gone on 

·a journey, the very day the truth sets out it 
will overtake the lies. We are definitely 
mre of this, and I will continue to say it. 

' What I am saying, and what I am emphasis­
:ng, is that you should forsake politics on this 
·)ccasion and see that these old women's • 
;talls are res,tored to them because the only 
·cason you gave for pulling their stalls was 
he celebration of independence. On that 
1ccasion, during Independence celebrations, 
·ou came to the women · and told them, 
'Oh. yes, we are going to celebrate Independ­
nce ; ;you will have to pull down your stalls 

· nd after the celebrations we are going to 
estore your stalls". Since that time, you 
now, mernbei·s of the Action Group have 
mashamedly: collected. monies, thousands of 
•ounds, from these poor women. 

M r Ad elegan: Point of Order: Order 
7 (ii)j_A '': Member mu·st confine his 
bservatiori to matters under discussion and 
1ay not introduce matters which are 
-relevant. The matter under discussion is 
1e diss.o'lution -of Ibadan City Council. 
'he Ibadan City Council was formed after 
·1dependence. · 

M r Adisa: · I do nQt know that I v;:as 
.!dressing hi.indergarten class, when I was 
)Caking, who do not know the continuity .of 
tings. 'iiVhat' I said was that the stalls were 
.11led down by one council, and the council 
hich succeeded this council ·continued in 
,e . same sense of the original one. If ym.i 
> not get that-(lnte1·ruptions). 

Ch ief Babatola: Point of Order: When 
'e question o_f Order has been stated, the 
[ember who raises it shall resume his seat, 
td po other Member, except with the leave 
· M r. Speaker or Chairman; shall rise until 
[r Speaker · or Chairman, has decided the 
testion, after which the Member -who was 
ldressing 'the Ho·use or Committee ·at the 
ne of the question shall be entitled to 
·oceed with his speech giving effect to the 
ling from the Chairman. 

Mr Speaker: Order, order. The hon. 
Gentleman has not quoted any specific point 
o'f Order. (Shouts of shame, shame from · 
Opposition benches). 

Mr Adisa: Mr Speaker, Sir-(Interrup­
tions). 

Mr. D. K. Olumofin: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
Point of On.ler-Order 35: Whenever Mr 
Speaker, or the Chairman, rises during a 
debate, any Memb~r then speaking, or 
offering to speak, must sit down, and the 
House or Committee is to be silent so that 
Mr Speaker, or the Chairman may be heard 
·without interruptions. (Cries of "No point, 
no point'' from Opposition benches). 

. Point of Order-Order 36. Mr $peaker 
in the House and the Chairman ' in any 
Committee shall be" responsible for the 
observance of the rules of order in the House 
and Committee respectively and their decision 
upon any point of order shall not be open to 
appeal and shall not be reviewed by the 
House except upon a Substantive Motion 
made after. notice. The hon. Adisa, has 
contravened · it. (Opposition benches: Are 
you teaching Mr Speaher? ' Sit down, sit down). 

Mr Speaker: In continuing his speech, 
the hon. Gentleman has not contradicted my 

· orders. (Prolonged applause from Opposition 
Benches). 

•, 

Mr Adisa: I have never doubted your 
impartiality in the conduct of your duty as 
the Speaker; we do not know what t~e others 
think on that side of . the ·House. We are 
quite and happily satisfied· with your rulings 
and will never challeng~ them. 

Now, Sir, going on with my speech, I 
have to refer to a matter which definitely 
strikes at the root of the confidence which 
should exist between the Governnient and . 
the Opposition even when they have diff­
erences. It is on ·, the question of the 
composition of the Assessment Committees 
with particular reference to the Councils in 
Ibadan. This matter was raised by a 
delegation of the NCNC leaders in.· the 
Western Region with the then acting Premier, 
Oba C. D. Akran,'·and it was decided that. 
Members of the Opposition, that is, the 
NCNC should be nominated into these 
Assessment ' Committees. · We ·also agreed 
with the Action Group Government that this 
list should be forwarded to the Ministry of 
Local Government and another copy should 
be forwarded to the Councils concerned. In 
the case of Ibadan, ··all these formalities 'Were 
gone through and I regret, first of all, to see 
that the Premier is not on the seat. On the 
other hand, that will not prevent me from 

. ' 

209 

[M1 

say1 
1rre 
that 
and 
bacl 
reac 
OpJ 
deli 
que: 
NC: 
I re 
diffi 
upo: 
men 
rem: 
this 

I 
scor 
this 
be~ 
that 
for 1 
betv­
the c 
and · 
into 
chan 
right 
thetr 

Nc 
thes( 
whit 
distr 
park 
OWn( 

· bef01 
Cour 

.. char~ 
that; 
whicl 
that 
stopr 

Ag 
confic 
the P 

M1 
really 
Mem 
Coun 

Mx 
have · 
(Gave 
has a · 
it. 

Mr 
is th~ 
mone: 



8 

l. 

tt 
n 

r 

r 

t 
l 

r . 

209 Enqui1·y into 3RD APRIL, 1962 Ibadan District Councils · 210 

[MR Ai::>ISA] 
~aying that he has done, perhaps, some 
Irreparable damage to the kind of confidence 
that should exist between the Opposition 
and the Government, in that when he came 
back, although the agreement which had been 
reached between the Government and the 
Opposition was brought · to his notice he 
deliberately overruled this agreement or: the 
question of nomination of Members of the 
NCNC to all these Ibadan Councils and 
I .regret it, Sir, because it will be very, very 
dtfficult for the Opposition to lay any hope 
upon any words of promise. ,by this Govern­
men ; but I know that opportunity still 
r~mains for you to rectify your reputation in 
this matter and in this regard. 

I have said this': I do not bring it here to 
score politically, because I know that it is 
this kind of breaking the basis of confidence 
be ween the Opposition and the Government 
that is responsible. It is what is responsible 
for the characteristic breaking of confidence 
between the Action Grbup as a party and 
the other national parties in the Federation 
~nd that is what has landed the Action Grou~ 
mto the mess into which it is, unless they 
change any time now, if they don't change 
right now, ,believe me, it may be as bad for 
them tomorrow. 
.• Now, S,ir, again, some of the misdeeds of 

these Coun,~ils relate to the motor parks 
which are being built even in the bush in the 
districts. One cannot just imagine a motor 
park built herein in the city and all the motor 
owners and drivers are forced to pay fees 
before they use all these motor parks. This 
Council built a motor park at Olode and th(;n 
charge~ fantastic amounts·. And not only 
that; 1t compelled all' the motor vehicles 
which J?lY. that route to use that stall; I say 
that th1s 1s most disgraceful and should be 
stopped.· · 

Again, we found that during the crisis for 
confidence and leadership which arose between 
the Premier and Chief the hon. Awolowo ..... . 

Mr Speaker: Order, order. I do not 
really see the relevance of the crisis the hon. 
Member is referring to·; to the working of the 
Council. 

Mr Adisa: I think Mr Speaker would 
have allowed me to finish my sentence. 
(Govern'!'.ent Benches: No, No). If anybody 
~as a pomt -of Order let him stand up and raise 
lt. 

. Mr Speaker, Sir, what I am trying to show 
IS tJ:.at these Councils ·in Ibadan used the 
money of the Council to make advertisements· 

' ' 

that is my point·. They inserted this in the 
''Tribune'' .-

"On the occasion of the 53r.d birthday of 
the Federal President of .the Action G roup, 
Ibadan South-East Council congratulates 

" . 
' 

I believe that this is the kind ~f . thing that 
the money of the public shquld not be ~asted 
on; and it is this kind of thing, scandalous 
conduct I might call it, Sir, that the money 
of the poor people of Ibadan is wasted on­
what can be termed an internal rift. S ir 
I am not interested to know · what >roe~ 
wrong in the camp of the Action Gro;p~ 
( Go_vernment Bench~s: That is · not your 
buszness)- but my pomt here, Sir, is that there 
should be no reason why a Council in.lbadan 
should· waste the money of the p~1blic i~ · 
order to advertise one party leader against 
the other. Perhaps they don't agree with · 
themselves; but the point which I want to 
make on the floor of this House is that the 
hon. Minister of Local Gov~rn~ent should 
look into and find _out who actL1ally authorised 
the expenditure of this item, ·and then rufe 
th~t those wh_o authorised it should pay back 
thts money mt? the public fund; that is 
what I am saymg. (Shouts of "Sit down · 
Sit down,~ No point, no point"). · . ' 

Mr Speaker, Si_r, . it always happens that, 
those who are not mterested in any point will 
always say 'No point, No point'. (Govern­
ment Benches:· Tell Amadasun so). \rve who 
are interested-particularly in Ibadan here 
which had been the most civilised city in th~ 
whole of Western Region- we are interested 
in the Council that succeeded in the task and 
9uties allotted td them. Mr Speaker, Sir, 
when some people were going out in loins 
and ha~d~~ used clothes, Ibadan people had 
been ctvthsed then; . and now, today, they 
have come h~re to say ',',You Ibadan people, 
you have dtvorced us . . What a shame? 
(Interruptions). · 

Now ?ir, I believe, on the whole, that what 
the Action Group had done in the splitting 
of the former Ibadan District Council into 

. all t~ese sub-district Councils is like the 
work-t~e angry work- of a Philosopher. 
The Phtlosopher had a thousand figures to 
count and the first thing he did was · to 
double the figures before he sta'rted to count 
them. That is exactly typical of the men­
;~li~ of the ~ction ?,roup. (Shouts of 

Phzlosopher, Plnlosopher from Government 
B~nches). ~ do pray that this House today 
wtll come nght down on the side of what is 
just, on the side of what is fair. · 

I ha:ve. not referred to any particular .person 
but thts 1s only because I am more interested 
·in Ibadan being great and remaining ever 
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great and in Ibadan .sons and daughters 
taking their rightful places in the scheme of 
things in the Federation. I know that 

· Members ·opposite have not inherited that 
mantle which I have inherited from the 
illustrous son of the West, the hon. Alhaji 
Adegoke Adelabu-may His Soul Rest in 
Peace-ever to be remembered. Alhaji 
Adegoke Gbadamosi Adelabu has given me 
the vision to come here and speak with 
justice and emotion, and I know that when 
people begin to answer these points, you will 
know that you will always live with these 
facts and the facts will prove to be , your 
graves as they are proving to be your graves 
.in the Midwest. 

Question proposed. 

Alhaji Adegbenro: I rise to oppose 
· this Motion. I like to say one th,ing, i:hat is, 
that -this Motion is unfortunately a child of 
circumstance because it has not· got god­
fathers. I would have preferred that my 
hon. Friend for Ibadan South-East should 
have been t,he only god-father to father this 

. ill-fated Motion. 

The original Mover of · the Motion, Mr 
Speaker, · Sir, treated this House to gods of 
pyramids and has so really confused himself 
that I would say that I need not reply to all 
the ·points he has made. But I am going to 
answer to one or two allegations which he 
has made before I come back to answer in 
full to the points made by· the hon. Member 

, for Ibadan South-East. 

The· original Mover of this Motion Mr 
Speaker, .indicated that it was the intention 
of the Government to extend the life of the 
Ibadan City · Council arid the sub-urban 

· council~. May I assure him that it is not 
· the intention of the Government to extend 

the life of the local councils because the 
Law provides' for fresh elections to local 
government authorities and Government 
does not intend to violate the provisions of 

· the Lo¢al Government Law. · 

. It is said that the last Federal elections 
were'n ot free and fair .. I am not going into 
tllat now, because I would like to come back 
to that late.r on in my address. 

' It was said that councils in rural areas have 
not held their meetings at all. Right now, 
Sir; I have been invited to perform the 
opening of the headquarters offices of the 
Ibadan South District Council on Thursday 
-(Interruptions). 1 am supposed to perform 
the opep.ing of that building at 4.00 p.m. on 
Thursday under the items on the' Agmda of 

_ t he meeting . . 

Certai.n individuals who unfortunately 
have not the opportunity to defend themselves 
here in t.his House have been charged. What 
I would want to say about that, Mr Speaker, 
is that the question of bribery and corruption 
ought to be referred to the Police who are 
capable of digging deep into the root of the 
matter and bringing the offenders to bo6k. 

In regard to tax collection by. these councils 
I should also leave that until later in my reply. 

-But there is one interesting point that my 
hon. Friend, the original Mover of the 
Motion, made about chieftaincy titles in 
Ibadan. He alleged that there are no less 
than 300 ruling houses in Ibadan. 'What 
that means, Mr Speaker, I do not know . 
I know for certain that according to the 
Chieftaincy Bill the office that attracts the 
highest chieftaincy qualification here is that 
of His Highness the Olubadan of Ibadan. 
And apart from that 1 do not lmow any 
further chieftaincy title in Ibadan that 
attracts any such qualification at all. 
Granting that, as he has said, no NCNC 
member has been honoured with any chief­
taincy title in Ibad~m, that goes to show that 
there is no suitable material in the rank and 

. file of the NCNC. 

\Vith regard to the nomination of women 
into councils, which the honourable and 
original Mover also made, I should like to 
say that the law which makes .. provision for 
the selection of women into cour,.cils mad~ it 
clear that there --must be one female member 
for every ten elected members in any given 
council. But throughout Ibad~m Division, 
excepting in Ibarapa District, there is not 
a single member of the NCNC in any 
of these councils. How ·can we nominate 
an NCNC woman into a council in which 
the NCNC has no representative at all? 
And may I assure hon. Members of the other 
side ·that before I proceeded to put female 
members into councils, I invited the Action 
Group and also the NCNC to a meeting in 
my office, and we all sat over the composition 
of these councils and also of the elected 
representatives of women · members in all 
the District Councils. This was agreed to 
by both sides, and I have received nomina­
tions or recommendations from the NCNC 
headquarters in ' Ibad~n which had already 
been published in the Government Gazette. 

Mr Speaker; Si'r, the hon. Member for 
Ibadan . South-East has challenged this 
Government to dissolve all the councils. 
These councils were established only in 
August 1961 and, as far as I am concerned, 
Mr Speaker, I ~m perfectly satisfied that all 
the councils are doing fine in the performance 
of their duties. 

I 

~ 
r 
a 
'}: 

s: 
1\ 
h: 
tic 
m 
0 
ha 
I 
wl 
sh 
nit 
An 
rna 
Pn 
tha 
m 
con 
bee. 
of : 
wha 
Not 
hap] 
brea 
earli 



212 

ll1ately 
1selves 
What 

'eaker, 
.1ption 
10 are 
of the 
ok. 

uncils 
reply. 
1t my ·· 
f the 
~s in 
) l~ss 
·what 
mow. 
) -the 
s the 
: that 
a dan. 
·. any 
,that 

all. 
=:Nc 
:hief­
. that 
:and 

•men 
and 

:e to 
1 for 
de it 
nber 
1ven 
;ion, 
not 
any 

nate 
hich 
all? 

ther 
nale 
tion 
5 in 
tion 
~ted 

all 
l to 
.na-
NG. 
ady 
tte. 
for 
:his 
:ils. 

Ill 

ed, 
all · 

1ce 

213 Enquiry into 3RD APRIL, 1962 Ibadan District Councils . 214 

[Al.HAJI ADEGBENRO] 

The second point he made, Mr Speaker, 
was that no Ibadan son has ever been 
appointed Secretary or Treasurer of these 
councils. The Local Government Service 
Board, which was set up under the Law, is 
charged with the duty of making appointments 
into all these grades of staff in various local 
authorities in this Region, and I should like 
to assure him (my hon. Friend) that, even 
now as I am speaking, an Ibadan son is the 
Secretary of the Egba Divisional Council. 
Unfortunately, Mr Speaker, there is only 
one Class I District Council for Ibadan Divi­
sion as a whole and this officer was transferred 
from Benin to Abeokuta to act in this superior 

.. post. I am proud to say, Mr Speaker, that 
this Ibadan son is di charging his duties 
creditably in that important post in Abeokuta. 

Again he said that the councils, as set up, 
are not viable as well. I wonder, Mr 
Speaker, Sir, how my Friend does know or 
assess the viability of councils in this Region? 
I suppose that I am ~n a better position to 
know that a council is not viable. As far 
as I know, Mr Speaker, all the councils are 
viable and I am sure, Sir, when I proceed to 
make my own contribution to this Debate, 
I shall say something about Assessment 
Committees. 

The hon. Member for Ibadan South-East 
alleged 'that the hon. ·Premier, when he 

· returned ·' from his Overseas, Economic 
Mission overruled the agreement previously 
reached between the Action Groupers and 
also the NCNCers on the composition of the 
Assessment Committees. I should like to 
say with all the emphasis at my disposal, 
Mr Speaker, Sir, that that is not true. What 
happened, Mr Speaker, is this: (Interrup­
tions). (Opposition Benches: Tell us). The 
meeting which the NCNC and the hon. 
Oba C. D. Akran, then acting for the Premier, 
had in the Premier's Office, and at which 
I was present, · decided that ~n all co·uncils 
where the NCNC is represented, efforts 
should be made to include all the NCNC 
members in all the Assessment Committees. 
-And I went out. I went out not only to · 
make a public pronouncement. I issued a 
Press Release, and I a'ssured all the councillors 
that where NCNC is represented as such 
in all the councils, nominations should 
come from the NCNC as a party. This has 
been the guiding principle in the Ministry 
of Local Government up till today. · And 
wha~ act'Ually happens iri ~badan is this. 
Not only that the nominations came late; it 
happened that, throughout the length and 
breadth of Ibadan Division, as I have said 
ca:·lier on, there was no NCNC member in 

any of the council and, therefore, it would .be 
awkward for me to nominate anN CN C man to 
sit in an Assessment Committee which will 
assess people who do not belong to NCNC as . 
a party. (Interruptions) . 

About the building of motor parks all over 
the place---;-that is true, and I believe that · 
for the reason that the building <;:>f motor 
parks is one of the veritabJe sources of revenue 
for local government councils in this Region. 
I will encourage, Sir, that councils should 
build up motor parks whereby they can earn 
more revenue to the coffers of the Coupcils . 

The last point, Mr Speaker, is that the 
council in Ibadan Division spent public funds 
injudiciously advertising a c9ngratulatory 
message to the Le~der of the Action Group· 
on the 53rd Anniversary of his. Bt.rthl:lay. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, may I say that 'if -any 
council- may be NCNC-controlled or Action 
Group-controlled-in this Region decides 
to give honour to a distinguished son of 
Western Nigeria, I will be the first person to 
approve of such an expendit-ure. (Opposition 
Benches: Public fund!) People who are 
here· are living witnesses to matters of this· 
kind, not only within the local authorities. 
Even in other parts of Nigeria, cases have 
occurred where tributes have_ been pa{cl 
adequately to the services rendered by · 
certain distinguished sons of Nigeria, 311d 
I am sure, Mr Speaker, Sir, nobody will 
doubt that the leader of the Action Group 
is a front ranking distinguished son of Nigeria. ; 

Now, may I add that hon. Members will 
agree that this Motion is not logical. The . 
·autopsy required is that Government should 
institute an inquiry into the institution of 
councils recently established · in Ibadan 
Division, to replace them . with the old 
Ibadan District Council and, at the same 
time, take steps to dissolve the councils 
without even waiting for ,the findings of such 
an inquiry. 

Under the terms of section 67 of the Local 
Gover;ment Lay.r, Cap. 68, a Local Govern­
ment Council may be dissolved by ' the 
Gov;ernor in Council if it is not considered . 
to be discharging its functions in the best 
interests of the local community. As far ns 

.I am aware, no complaints against the 
Ibadan Divisional, City Council or District 
Councils have ever been made at any time to 
me or to my Ministry. 

Froft1 my observations, Mr' Speaker, Sir, 
I am satisfied that the councils concerned are 
efficient and . perform their ' duties ' in an 
efficient m:mner. I am therefore to . -draw 
the conclusion that this Motion is ·only an 

., attempt--to disrupt the recent re-organistio:q 
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r11ade to improve the local government 
structure in Ibadan district. The request 
for the re-organisation of the old Ib~dan 
District Council was made to my Ministry as 
fa r back as 1957 and, after very careful 
consideration of the request, my Ministry 
w as satisfied that the former Ibadan District 
C o"uncil, with a population of well over one 
m illion in its area of jurisdiction, is much 
too large to be administered by a single District 
Couricil. Consequently, Government set up 
an inquiry to ascertain the wishes of the 
inhabitants of the area in accordance with 
section 12 of the Local Government Law, 
Cap. 68. The finding of the inquiry revealed 
the overwhelming need for the splittir1g of the 
council into several District Councils and one 
divisional council. 

Furthermore, lVIr Speaker, Sir, ' ther~ has 
been a large scale tax evasion ·in the council 
·area, and it was considered that the re­
organisation proposed will reduce tax evasion. 

· Even at that .time, one .of the Movers of this 
Motion was a tax defaulter. (Laughter). 
This goes to show Mr Speaker, that the 
NC~ TC was stoutly opposed to such a split. 
In fact, w1th the NCNC opposition, Govern­
ment was satisfied that the re-organisation 
was . desirable, and proceeded with it. 

C onsequently the new councils were estab­
lished in August 1961, to the popular acclama­
tion of the Ibadan people. They believed 
that now that · th~y were given Councils of 

· their o.wn, particularly in the rural areas, 
they would be better able to provide them­
selves with all amenities they require, as 

· compared with the utter neglect of the old 
Ibadan District Council under the NCNC. 

· ·one outstanding revelation of the inefficiency 
and neglect of the NCNC in the handling of 
the affairs of the people of Ibadan Division 
is that, until the old Council was split up, 
there was not . a single Local Government 

. Police post throughout the rural areas of the 
Division, and the people, particularly in 
the rural areas, were left too long to be ;victims 
o£ sh'l.m'teless marauders and thieves. For 
011ce, ·the people in the rural area now know 
freedom, and do now enjoy tremendously 
the autonomy which the Action Group 
Government has given them .. 

. . 
· E arlier, I -have indicated that there was a 

I1:1rg~ scale tax evasion in Ibadan and district 
when the · NCNC was in control of the 
Council. I now like to support this statement 
by fact!S and figures of tax collec;tion by the 
seven ra~ing authorities which replaced 'the 
erstwhile, inept ·and palpably inefficient 

Council controlled by the NCNC. F • Figures 
forwarded to my Ministry for tax collection 
up' to the end of February show the following: 

Ibadan City Council 
Ibadan North Council ... 
Ibadan South-East Council 
Ibadan East District Council 
Ibadan South-West Council r 

Ibadan South Council ... 
Ibadan West Council 

ToTAL 

£ 
f65,776 

26,640 ' 
18,242 
34,574 
12,699 

9,419 
33,000 

£ 300,350 

whereas total collection by the old Council in 
1960-61 amounted to only £266,537. What 
is more, Mr Speaker, · is that these new 
Councils are still busy collecting their ' taxes 
and, by the time the final figures are received, 
I am sure the total tax collection might 
exceed the £400,000 mark, because already 
these councils have exceeded their estimated 
.target for tax collection. · 

Mr Speaker, hon. Members will now see 
that the popularity .of the re-organisation in 
Ibadan City and District was responsible for 
the huge swing of the people of Ibadan to the 
Action Group-( Opposition Benches: Non­
sense I)-and the reason why the NCNC in 
Ibadan developed cold feet on the eve of the 
last local election. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am perfectly satisfied 
with the perfor!J.lance of these . n.Jw councils. 
and oppose any suggestion to dissolve them .. 
I challenge my Friends who ,moved this 
Motion to come with me to Moniya or 
Lalupon, or Olode or Iddo and make their 
suggestion for dissolution; they will get 
the most humiliating treatment of their lives 
in places once regarded as the strongholds of 
the NCNC. 

Mr Speaker, I beg to oppose. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Works and Transport (Mr A. 
Ajibola): Mr Speaker, Sir, I wish to support 
the Minister of Local Government and to 
ask this honourable House to reject this 
frivolous and unintelligent Motion brought 
before it. In doing so, I would like this 
House to know the background of . the 
agitation of my dejected Friends on the other 
side of this House. 

On the 5th August last year, elections were 
held into all these councils. On the eve of 
the close of nominations, my hon. Friend 
for Ibadan South-East, who · is a lawyer 
was so tactful, · withdrew; but my hon. 
Friend, Ajuwon; thought he would be able to 
win. He contested the election, and he 
should now come to the floor of this House to. , 
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[MR AJIBOLA] 
tell the truth. What he wants .. this honour­
able House to believe is that there was no 
NPC or NCNC member who contested the 
election. They all contested and lost their 
deposits. I shall not be · surprised if hon. 

' Ajuwon is worried about the money given to 
him in Lagos and which he is now being 
asked to refund. He is trying to save his 
face and play· to the gallery by saying, Sir, 
that these councils should be dissolved. 

At the close of nominations it was found 
that the Action Group had come to stay in 
Ibadan. When elections took place, no. NPC 
or NCNC member was elected. (Interrup­
tions). Anyway, at the close of elections, all 
the seven councils in the district and the City 
Council were controlled by the Action Group. 

·Mr Speaker, Sir, I should like now to ask 
my hon. Friend what are his charges regarding 
this enquiry? He was in this House all these 
days; he never approached the Minister of 
Local Government. He simply thought that 
by coming to this House to say an enquiry 
should be conducted, it must be done. 
I think my hon. Friend, who is a lawyer 
should be able to educate him in future. 
(Prolonged interruptions). Let us imagine 
that a fresh election should be held. vVho 
knows, Mr Speaker, whether he will not run 
away again..? Well, whethe_r he runs away or 
not, we an~ not prodigal sons of Ibadan. The 
time will soon come when vve shall go back 
to the polls in these councils. (Opposition 
Benches: Now-resign your seat). Further­
more, it is good that my bon. Friend on the 
other side of this House is facing this challenge 
on the floor of this House. ·· If he were bold 
enough, let him go back tG> his constituency 
where he can never be· elected again. I am 
sure he will be facing the greatest doom of 
his life. Let him make a political tour and 
announce this to the electorate; I am sure he 
will have a strange story to tell his friends. 
What we know ii1 Ibadan at present is that 
the introduction of the new councils in 
Ibadan has brought life more abundant and 
freedom for all, because after the elections, 
these people have been going to the villages 
to deceive the people .. by telling them that 
there was nothing being enjoyed by people 
who are put forward. Now, the one-time 
carpenters, tailors, and fanners arc now the 
accredited councillors in all these councils 
and, if you say you want them dissolyed, 
I am sure they will write to this honourable 
House that".they have no confidence in you. 

Why we praise this Government for the 
creation of all these councils is that more 

work has been given to our boys; ~ducation 
has been extended, and scholarship a-vvards 
have been increased. Therefore, on behalf 
of the Members for Ibadan, I am very 
grateful to this Government and, with all 
force, through Mr Speaker, it will please this 
honourable House to reject this frivolous and 
misconstrue~ · Mofion moved by 'my hon. 
Friend. · 

Mr Speaker, I beg to oppose. 

The Minister. of Home Affairs (M·r 
D. Ogundiran): Mr Speaker, Sir, I do 
not intend to carry the gratefulness of Ibadan 
people to the Action Group Govern~ent 
of this Region. I was on the vanguard of the 
construction of the Ibadan District Council. 
I would like to state our reasons for splitting 
the Ibadan Districf Council. Tirpe, there 
was, Sir, when Ibadan was the citadel Of the 
N:CNC. Yesterday, Sir, I threw a challenge 
to my hon. Friend on the other side (hon. 
Olowofoyeku was there) that if he would 
accept it from me on the floor of this House he 
should go back tothe electorate of Ibadan and 
ask for a fresh mandate. (Opposition Benches: 
Resign your seat). I will resign my seat, and 
I am asking him to resign tomorrovi. · I can 

· assure him that, at the moment, he will not 
only fail to come back to this House but he 
will also lose his deposit. 

Sir, I will not go over the grounds covered 
by the . Minister of Local Government , 
neither will I go "over the grounds covered by 
my bon. Friend, Ajibola, but I will warn 
my Friend opposite about one remark made, 
and that is, that they are prepared to· cause 
trouble in this Region. We all witnessed 
the unfortunate . episode of the late Alhaji 
.Adelabu's riot. vVe kne·w the people who 
were behind it.' I can assure them that now 
that I hold, by the Grace of God, the portfolio . 
of the security of this Region, I will not fail to 
brii1g to justice anybody who threatens or 
tries to bring about that kind of unfortunate 
thing that happened in 1958. A man he was 
who told the uneducated people of Ibada1i. 
that if you put down, say, a bottle that can 
attract flies you will kill the flies with a broom. 

. The [Jottle that attracts the flies is not good, 
what of the broom that kills the flies? We 
are aware of these facts, and, at the moment, 
if anybody should conceive that, unlike that 
time, we now have the Nigeria Police and 
the Army to arrest any situation that may 
arise. (Interruptions). 

A Member of the Opposition: Point of 
Order, Sir: Order 27 (v)- It is out oforder 
to use offensive and insulting language. It 
is an offence to refer to us as uneducated 
people. 
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Mr Speaker: The hon. Minister referred 
to certain uneducated people being misled, 

'not from that side of the House . (Interrup­
tions). 

Mr Ogundiran: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
whether they ·are Nigeria Police or Local 
Gov:ernment Po1ice-(Jnterruptions). I can 
assure you, Sir, that _the Cound:S that my 
hon. Friend wants us to dissolve have been 
u ndertaking social services in the rural areas 
the kind qf which they have never enjoyed: 
The. Mover of this Motion was elected in 
Rural I and I was elected in Rural II. He 
came from my Council area, but he can never 
go there now and dissolve the Councils. 
(Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker, Sir~ the wish of the Mover of 
this Motion is like the old story-the story of 
the wisdom of King Solomon-of two 
women fighting for a child, one of whom 
said that if the ownership of the child was in 
doubt, the child should be killed and divided. 
In short, Sir, the wish of the Mover of this 
Motion is like the harlot who wished that they 
should. kill the . child that was not hers. The 
Opposition want us to kill the child that is 
not theirs. (Interruptions). 

I can assure you, Sir, that there is nothing 
the Opposition can allege against these 
Councils, because today they are the pride 
of Ibadan people and Ibadan people today 
have ·nothing to say, except in praise of the 
Action Group. But even then for the first 
time, the right to determine' their affairs 
is in their hands. . (Interruptions). Huge 
sums of money were collected last year but 
not a penny was spent in the rural districts. 
But today, even six months after the Councils 
were inaugurated, Ibadan City Council i·.> 
<::onstructing a road-Egbeda to Lalupon. 

(Interruptions). The Ibadan South-East 
Council is . constructing another one between 
. . .. . . . . . (Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker, Sir, this Motion will be sent to 
where it belongs. (Interruptions). We have 
all<;>wed th~s Motion to come so that my 
Fnend, Achsa, and the Mover of this Motion 
should kno~v that if they think that their 
freedom will come, they may know that it 'is 
not now. Their freedom will not come 
and if anybody asks them when their freedo~ 
would come, they should reply' that it is far, 
far away. .. ~ 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to oppose. 
(Applause). 

Mr N. A. B. Kotoye: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
beg to move in terms of Order 32 that the 
question be now put. 

Alhaji z. A. Opaleye: Mr, Speaker, Sir, 
I beg to second. · 

- Question proposed. 
Question put and agreed to. 
Original question put and agreed to. 

ADJOURNMENT 
The Attorney-General and Minister of 

J~stice (ChiefS. 0. Ighodaro): Mr Spyaker, 
S1r, I move that the House do now adjourn 
till tomorrow, 10.00 a.m., when the Debate on 
the Speech from the Throne will continue, 
after the Budget Speech. · 

. Alhaji Adegbenro: Mr Speaker, I beg 
to second. 

Question proposed .. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Adjozmzed accordingly at 2.47 p.m. until 
tomorrow, Wednesday, 4th April, 1962, at 
10.00 a.m. 
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WESTERN HOUSE OF 
ASSEMBLY 

'WEDNESDAY, 4TH APRIL, 1962 

The House met at 10.20 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair). 

BUSINESS MOTIONS 

Suspension of Standing Order 4 (2) 

The Minister of Justice and Attorney­
General (Chief S. 0. Ighodaro): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that Standing 
Order 4 (2) be suspended this day to allow 
the House to continue sitting after 1.00 p.m., 
if necessary. · 

The Minister 'of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources (Chief A. 0. Adeyi): 
I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 
Question put and agreed to. 

Suspension of Standing Order 33 (2) 

Chie( Ighodaro: Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move that Standing Order 33 (2) be · 
suspended this day to enable the hon. 
Minister of Finance to complete his Budget 
Speech; 

Chief Adeyi: I beg to support. 

Question proposed. 
Question put and agreed to. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

'1962-63 APPROPRIATION BILL 

SECOND READING 

Order for Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Finance (Chief J. A. 0. 
Odebiyi): Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to move 
the Second Readin~ of-

"A Bill for a law to appropriate the sum· 
of nineteen million, one hundred and 
eighteen thousand, five hundred and ten 
pounds for recurrent expenditure and 
fifteen million, nine hundred and sixty-nine 
thousand, and .ninety pounds for capital 
expenditure for the services of Western 
Nigeria for the year ending the 31st day 
of March, one thousand nine hundred and 
sixty-three". 

I have it in command from Hi$ Excellency 
the Governor, in accordance with section 26 
(2) of the Constitution of Western Nigeria, to 
convey his recommendatio!} for the considera­
tion of this Bill. 

However eloquent a . Minister of Govern­
meat m?y be, ·and however experienced in 
these matters he may have become, he cannot 
rise in this House to perform this annual task 
without feeling a sense of deep emotion at 
the awareness of how much the happiness 
and welfare of the entire community depends 
on the nature and content ·of the Bu.dget to 
be presented. And throughout all the years 
that I have the honour and privilege to 
perform this task, I must say w'ith all humility 
that at no time than the present have I felt 
thi$ sensation mo"re. I say this because I am 
keenly aware that as a result of certain .recent 
announcements of Government touching on 
individual pockets and convenience, everyone 
not only in this House but also in the whole 
Region is all ears to know the circumstances 
surrounding the announcement, and to 
discover whether more surprise shots are · 
yet to be delivered. 

In short I refer · to those economy measures 
recently announced by Government · and 
which have for some inexplicable reason been 
christened by members of the Press . as 
"austerity measures", an uncomfortable 
expression that conjures· to the mind the 
picture of lean and hungry-looking ascetic 
citizens. But I prefer to speak in terms of 
economy measures, for that is precisely what 
they were intended to be. They imply . n 
state of contentedness without surfeiting, 
sufficiency without wastage. _ 

Hon. Members and the community in 
general might have been wondering why 
Government in'troduced these · measures at 
this time. Before I proceed to explain the 
circumstances, let me hasten to dispel the false 
and malicious rumours, no doubt fabricate d 
and ,disseminated by the ill-disposed and tht 
uninformed, that the measures were in tra-

. duced because the Government was ir. 
financial difficulties and were at their wit'~ 
end. This is, of course, absolutely untrue 
and unfounded. It is, indeed unimaginable 
that the Government controlled and led . by 
my Party-the Action Group-these ten 
unbroken years; which have seen the Regior, 
grow from strength to strength, . which have 
made it the envy and model of other Govern­
ments in the Federation ·and which have 
earned it universal acclaim for pru9,ence ancl 
enlightenment, should find itself so suddcnl) 
insolvent and at the brink of · financia l 
disaster. (Cheers). 

(An Opposition M ernber_: No point). 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I appreciate - that , 
perhaps, to· some Members of the Opposition 
I amspeaking above their heads. 
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As Members will see during the course of 
this speech, the past financial .. year ended 
comfortably and even with a resp~ctable 
balance left in the ki,ty, and as for thts new 
year I am presenting, by the Grace of God, 
a b;lanced budget. (Clu~ersr With these 
remarks I am sure that our Friends will be 
re-assur~d and our critics discomfited. 

The recent ec~nomy measures are properly 
to be viewed as reform measures and as a call 
to the whole nation for self-sacrifice. When 
in the course of human endeavour it bee.omes 
plainly obvious that the pursuit of objectives 
is being impeded by inherited habits and an 
;1ttitude of mind nurtured in the seed-pot 
Of foreign yoke and tutelage, prudence 
dictates that the impediments and shackles 
should be cast off and the mind .properly 
re-orientated to make it conscious of its role 
in the taskof nation-building. No one, I am 
sure will dispute the fact that there is a crying 
need·, and an urgent one too, for a spirit of 
sacrifice and national consciousness and that 
t he existing tempo of life and con.duct isjust 
not the right vehicle in which to nde to those 
heights where we can rub shoulders with the 
crreat nations of the world. The whole lesson 
~ould not 'have been better expressed than 
did the poet T. S. Elliot when he wrote-

"Sever the cord, shed the scale, · 
Only the' fool fixed in his folly rna? think 
He can turn the wheel on wh1ch he 
,turns". 

As a practical step to severing the cord and 
shedding the scale which incapacitate our 
economic progress and development, we ha~e 

· followed on the old saying that example IS 

·better than precept. · ·Nothing is more 
difficult for man than to submit himself to a 
process of self-immolation. But that is 
precisely what, as a mark of our earnestn~ss 
.and sincerity, we are now about to do. Wtth 
effe-ct from 1st April, 1962, the following 

·economy measures will become effective: 
a ten ·per cent cut will be made in the salaries 
of all Ministers of Government, Speaker and 
Deputy Speaker of the House of Assembly, 
President, Leader, Chief Whip and Whip of 
the House of Chiefs, Leader of the Opposi­
tion, Chief Whip and Whip in the House of 

. Assembly, Parliamentary Secretaries and 
Members . of the Legislature. In addition, 
motor vehicle basic allowances in respect qf all 
t hese functionaries will be abolished, together 
\Vith Drivers' allowances hitherto paid to 
Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries. 

It is gratifying for me to say that judging 
from the consultations which have taken 

place that members of our Civil Service too 
are no less eager to demonstrate the new 
spirit of the times and accept their share of 
the sacrifice. 

The measures which I have enumerated are 
by no means exhaustive nor do they represent 
the maximum practical contribution we can 
yet make. Other econo~y measures ~ay 
still follow. In fact, certam measures whtch 
received no publicity have since become 
effective, as for. instance, abolition of Tele­
vision advances to civil servants and reduction 
in the rates. of allowances to . unofficial mem­
bers of Regional Committee~. 

It is important that we should not lose sight 
of the principle underlying these measures. 
It is that of the need for sacrifice by all and 
everyone. On this principle, all the Gov~rn­
ments of the Federation an:· of one · mmd. 
The antics and frolics of politics, I am happy 
to say, have found no room in this , matter. 
We have to find money to finance our Devel­
opment Programme. Inevitably we c~~t 
our eyes' across the seas and appeal for atd 
from the more developed countries. But 
we must remember that an important factor 
that these countries will take into considera­
tion when they assess us is the extent to 
which we are able, from our own resources, 
to meet the commitment and whether such 
resources are being used in a manner . which 
is most profitable from the point of view of 
the community. 

And if I may now address myself t~ the 
community in general, I hope they will share 
in the pride which· pervades this House today, 
to see their representatives willingly and 
proudly maki11g sacrifices for the good of all. 
(Applause). I believe they will not be 
content to be passive admirers of the courage 
of their representatives, but will also feel 
proud to contribute their . own quota w~en 
called upon to do so. We are a young natwn 
striving to ·catch up with the developments 
and progress all around us and to thrive as 
some other nations have done. Perhaps we 
shall be more constantly reminded of this fact, 
if our National Anthem were to have a little 
refrain tagged on in the words of the old 
school recitation- _, 

"He that· would thrive must rise at five, 
_He that hath thriven may lie till seven, 

' He that by the plough would th;:ive 
Himself must either hold or drive" . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I have dwelt lengthily 
on this important matter for I believe that it 
goes right'into the root of our pr9blems and is 
fundamental in the process of our social and 
economic development. I will now turn 
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my attention to · the Budget itself and, as IS 
customary, I will make a start with a brief 
examination of our financial situation during 
the financial year which ended on 31st March, 
·1961. . 

.. THE YEAR 1960-61 

In the review which I made in my Budget 
Speech last year, it . was estimated that 
expenditure was likely . to amount to 
£19,288,240. As things turned out, actual 
expenditure exceeded this forecast by · as 

. much as £2 million. Thi,s was in the main 
due to additional cost of meeting salaries 
and wages arising from the increase granted 
with effect from 1st April, 1959. As hon. 
Members will recall, the bulk of the sum' of 
about £3 million appropriated at the meeting 
of the House in July 1960 was . for payment 
of arrears and increase in salaries and wages. 
The result was a deficit of abol!t £300,000 in 
the year 1960-61. But because the year was 
started with a balance of £3.76 million in the 
Consolidated Revenue Fund, it was still 
possible, after the transfer of the sum of 
£1,750,000 to other Government Funds to 
close the year with a balance of £1.6 million 
in the Consolidated Revenue Fund. · 

Turning to the Capital Budget, the actual 
expenditure came to £13,667,212 which was 
much less than the estimated expenditure 
Of £16 million. With a total receipt of 

. £18,700,359 including a balance of £3.9 
millipn in the Fund at the beginning of that 
year, the year closed with a comf0rtable 

. balance of over £5 million in the Development 
Fund. · · 

REVIEW OF 196f-62 

I would now refer to some events of major 
importance both in the economic and 
financial sphere over the past year. First, 

' our agricultural commodities. With cocoa, 
the most significant feature' has been the 
steady rise in total production and consump­
tion in the face of tumbling prices. The net 
result of this has been a sharp fall in the 
amount of revenue which would have other­
wise accrued to the Region from this source. 
The experience of this Region in this regard is 
not an isolated one. Hon. Members would 
have re1d in the local press· 'of the steps that 
are being taken at the international level to 
bring back some stability into the cocoa 
industry. This Government in association 
with · the Fedenil Government has taken 
an active part in the discussions on a proposed 
Stabilisation Scheme for Cocoa, the main 
objectives of which are-

(a) to . assure adequate supplies and 
reasonable prices · that will be acceptable 
to both producer and · consumer coun­
tries; and 

(b) to promote the consumptiofl of cocoa 
among the nations of the world. 

The scheme is to provide for the fixing of 
basic quota tonnages for all participating 
producer countries, and for "floor" and 
"ceiling" prices below and above · which 
export quotas will have to be applied. 
Judging from the experience gain.ed elsewhere 

·· in the operation of similar International 
Commodity Schemes, the success of the 
proposed Stabilisation Scheme for Cocoa 
must depend largely on . mutual confidence 
between the producer an.d consumer coun­
tries. I have no doubt that my Friend and 
colleague, the hon. Minister of Agriculture 
and Natural Resources, will be telling you 
something more about this late1:. Our 
other agricultural commodities such as palm 

. produce have not fared any better than cocoa. 

The following figures relating to r evenue 
from export duties show a most unwelcome . 
trend:- · 

Cocoa Palm Rubber 
Produce 

£'m £'m £'m 
Actual Revenue, 

1959-60' 5.5 1.4 ' 1A 
Actual Revenue, 

1960-61 4.6 1.2 1.5 
Original Estimate, 

1961-62 3.9 1.1 1.4 
Revised Estimate, 

1961-62 2.4 0.9 1.1 
Estimate, 1962-63 . . . 2.8 0.8 1.1 

Hon. Members will notice that this is a 
downward trend in respect of our agricultural 
pro.r:luce . ' 

In view of this apparent recession in 
revenue. from our traditional sources; Govern­
ment's attention has naturally turt).ed on 
finding additional sources pf revenue to meet · 
its increasing commitments. One notable 
revenue feature in the past year has been the 
tremendous success which has been m ade of 
the P.A.Y.E. system of tax collection which 
was introduced in the Region only last year. 
In less than one year, the revenue from this 
source, that is, income tax from· employed 
persons has exceeded £1 million. · Unfortu­
nately the same thing ·cannot be said of ii;lcome 
tax froin self-employed persons, the admin­
istration of which has been entrusted to . 
the Local Authorities. The Government 
in recognition of the potentialities of Personal 
Income Tax as a source of revenue, has· 
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approved the introduction at the · ·current 
Budget Meeting of proposals to re-organise 
the administration of Income Tax in the 
Region. The main objective$ of the re­
organisation proposals will be to improve the 
efficiency of tax collection as well as to ensure 
that every taxable adult in the Region pays 
his fair share of income tax. Mr Speaker, 
Sir, may· I say at his juncture that as a result 
of the Local Administration taking over the 
collection of tax frorri the Inland Revenue 
·Division of the Treasury, the Region has lost 
ove~:: a million pounds. 

N; legislat-ion can of itself brin:g money into 
the coffers of the Government. And I must 
therefore appeal again to hon. Members on 
the question of tax evasion which is still very 
rampant: It is the duty of all of us-on 
either side of this House-to educate the 
general public and make them realise their 
elementary duties of good citizenship. There 
were days when the ignorant members -of the · 
community might be excused for wrongly 
believing that Government money was 
brought from outside by those who then ruled 
this country. It is our duty not to allow 
such ignorance to persist. What is more 
distressing, however, is the fact that those in 
the upper class of our society are not showing 
gopd example~ We still get reports of 
highly-placed persons who try either to pay 
what they know is not the amount of tax .. 
properly due from them or t o evade payment 
altogether. 

(Government Bench: Shame, shame.) 

(Opposition Bench: Not on this side). 

Mr Speaker, · Sir, I have not stated that 
anybody has not done his duty. It seems 
to m e, Sir, that ·Members of the Opposition 
are rather worried by my jesticulations. 
(Laughter). 

· Apart from income tax, there are reports 
of rubber exporters who evade the payment 
of sales tax on the produce. Illegal traffic 

· in logs, it is learnt, goes on in the Region . 
\Ve have also l:eard of importers of mer­
chandise who, by falsification of invoices 
and other devious means, avoid the payment 
of the appropriate import duties on the 
goods they import.' All these sharp practices 
mean less revenue for Government. As the 
hon. P,retnier pointed out during the last 
meeting: . of this House, "Independence 

·means nothing if it does not make for 
progress; and no nation can have progress 
unles~ she is prepared to pay for it". 

'i\'hile still" on this point, Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I would like to refer to the progress which has 

been made in . the past year in the field of 
inter-governmental co-operation. · Under our · 
present fiscal arrangements, the independent 
sources of revenue available to the Regions 
are extremely limited. For instance although 
revenue from export duty on agricultural 
produce expQrted from a Region is n :turned 
to the Region in full, the fixing of the rates 
of duty to b~ imposed is outside the jurisdic­
tion of a Regional Government. This 
example has been cited merely to show that a 
Region desirous of ]:laving additional revenue 
to meet its needs must have to rely very much 
on the co-operation of the Federal Govern­
ment. (Cheers from Opposition Benches). 

(The Premier.; We .made the Constitution). 

I _am happy to say that during the past year 
the relationship which has existed between 
the Governments of the Federation in the. 
field of finance could not have been better. 
In the past few months a regular get-together 
of the Finance Ministers known as the 
"Conference of Finance Ministers " has been 
introduced. The Conference provides a 
forum for the discussion of common financial 
problems. And one important conclusion 
reached at one of our meetings is that the 
three major political parties in this ·Country 
should do everything possible to avoid- if 
I may use an American word- "politiking" 
with any fiscal measm:es designed to improve 
the finances or the economy of this country. 

As my respected colleague, · the hon. 
Minister of Economic Planping and 
Community Development, has explained to 
you, the D evelopment Plan of this Region for 
the period 1962-68 calls for a total expenditure 
of £240 million of which £90 million is in 
respect of the .capital programme. The 
latter will be financed partly from internal 
resources and partly from loans , and other 
forms of assistance which might come from 
abroad. The other Governments of the 
Federation are also proposing to finance their 
Plans partly from their own resources and 
partly through external aid. A number of 
overseas countries have already announced 
the extent of the aid they will he willing to 
make available to the country during the 
Plan period 1962-68. 

External Aid, as Members are aware, can 
take any or a combination of the following 
forms: cash loan, grant, technical assistance 
and the supply of equipment. It is under·­
stood that only a relatively small propor-
tion of the aid which has so far ·been 
annoupced will be in_ the form of grant' or 
technical assistance. The bulk of the aid 
will be in the nature of loans tied to particular 
pcoject, , In .othec wocd,, a donor countcy ty · 

2 

[1 

"' it 
tl 
h 
C< 
is 
oj 

E: 
cc 

. re 
of 

' to 
ra 
.it 
tir 
fn 
tir 

thi 
COl 

int 
Ni 
Ec 
19( 
Pn 
ser 
anr 
sue 

( 
an; 

1 
wet 

1 
cou 
It a 
and 
by 
ver) 
COUJ 

this 
fina1 
It \v 
som 
riali: 
But 
aid 
exec 
at s< 
imp< 
who 
prep 
tow a 
Dev< 

Lc 
duce 
will 
with 

.. will , 



228 

of 
our 
ent 
Jns 
Igh 
tral 
1ed 
ttes 
lie- . 
'his ' 
Lt a 
lUC 

lCh 

rn-· 

m). 

ear 
~en 

the 
:er. 
her 
the 
~en 

a , 
~ial 
ton · 
the 
try 
-if 
tg'.' 
we 
:ry. 

on. 
ind 
to 

for 
~re 

In 

'he 
nal 
her 
om 
the 
1e1r 
tnd 
. of 
~ed 
. to 
the 

~an 

ing 
1CC 

er-
or-
~en 

or 
aid 
tlar 

. . 

try t 
1 

J. 
.1 

229 1962-6J Appropriation Bill 4TH APRIL, 1962 Second Reading 230 
[CHIEF 0DEBIYI] 

will have to, select which Government projects 
it is prepared to assist in financing. Usually, 
the financing of the projects so selected will 
be limited largely to the .foreign exchange 
component of the individual projec.ts. There 
is a further .point about external aid which is 
of concern to a recipient country such as ours. 
Experience has shown that there is usually · a 
considerable time lag before a decision is 
reached by the aid-giving country as to which 
of the projects submitted to it, it is prepared 
to finance. This makes forward planning 
rather difficult for a recipient country since 
it leaves the country in doubt at any point in 
time as to what amount of aid it has to expect 
from a donor country with which it is negotia­
ting. 

To supplement whatever amount of aid 
this Government might receive from donor 
countries which have already announced their 
intentions · to the Federal Government to aid 
Nigeria, this Government despatched an 
Economic Mission abroad towards the end of 
1961. The Mission was led by the hon. 
Prem.ier himself, and I had the privilege to 
serve on its membership. As a~ready 
announced the Mission was a complete 
success. (Cheers). 

(Opposition Bench: You ha.pe not gzven 
any report). 

The report is forthcoming- within the 
week. 

The Mission visited a number of European 
countries including the Uni,ted Kingdom. 
It also visited the United States of America 
and Canada. Various promises were made 
by different Governments, institutions and 
very important personalities in the different 
countries visited, of their readiness to help 
this Government in one f01(m or the other to 
finance its Development Plan for 196.2-68. 
It would interest hon. Members to know that 
some of these promises have either mate­
rialised or are in the process of doing so. 
B~t it has to be remembered that whatever 
aid this Government can obtain for the 
execution of its Plan must have to be repaid 
at some future date. For this reason it is 
important that every citizen in this Region 
who is in a position to do so should be 
prepared to make a financial contribution 
towards the fulfilment • of Government's 
Development Plan. 

Later. at this Meeting, I propose to intro­
duce a number of revenue measures which 
will be aimed at providing the Government 
with additional revenue. Hon. Members 
will wish to be informed that discussions are 

now going on between this and other Govern­
ments of the Federation on the ways and 

· means of promoting small savings in the 
country. I have ' in mind the introduction of 
'premium bonds and saving certificates as a 
means of encouraging saving · habit among 
citizens of this country. 

I now turn to the actual accounts of the 
year just ended. Recur~ent Expenditure 
was estimated at £19,971,950 having taken 
into account a sum of £1,530,020 for transfer 
to other Funds of Government. It is nc;>w 
probable that actual expenditure m ay be 

,about . £1 million less than was originally 
estimated. Revenue surplus will therefore 
be larger than was originally estimated. The 
latest forecast ·of the probable out-turn for . 
1961-62 is that the estimated revenue surplus 
of £396,470 shown in the 1961-62 Approved 
Estimates might be exceeded by as much as 
£1.3 million-(Cheers)-and it is expected 
that the balance in the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund at the ·close of the year will be of the 
order of £3.3 million. 

At this juncture, hon. Members will no 
doubt be experiencing that feeling of satisfac­
tion that is often manifested. in suppressed 
smiles, when share-holders of a Company 
listen to a happy . ending of the balance-sheet 
at the annual meeting. For this satisfactory 
state of afiairs, the credit goes to the various 
Departments of Government, and in pai-ticular 
to the Treasury, which has not slackened its 
vigilance on the disbursement of funds. 
Treasury co11trol, -if anything, . ha:S grown 
tighter than ever and Ministries have to prove 
the absolute justification of an expehditure . 
before it. is approved. In addition, they have 
been encouraged quite successfully to search 
seriously all theil: available resources when 
expenditure has to be incurred for which 
there was no · adequate provision. T his 
corr.,;:nendable practice, known as "quoting 
savings" in Treasury parlance has ensured 
that funds are not released just for the asking 
and has resulted in considerable over-ttll 
savings· to Government. These Tr.bsury 
rules and stipulations are not an innovat ion. 
I 'remember touching upop the su~j ect of 
strict financial control in my previous Budget 
Speeches, as being an important factor · in our 
financial policy. 

As regards the Capital Bud~et for 1961 -62, 
the Government which my Party has the . 
honour to control has lived up to its laudable 
ideals in the diversity and magnitude of the 
development projects which were undertaken. · 
(Cheers). · Executive capacity was. faxed to i~s 
utmost limit in an attempt to prov1de the bas1c 
amenities for the community ~hroughout the; . 
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Region. In its aim. to provide employment 
for school leavers and settle them on fruitful 
careers, my Government undertook the build­
ing and equipping of Trade . Centres and 
a 'Technical Institute. ·With these aims in 
mind and to . deri1onstratc Government's 
-~wareness of the importance of agriculture 
in our economy, the establishment of Farm 
Settlements and Farm Institutes was given 
great impetus . . Network of roads were 
improved, water supply extended to several · 
~owns , whilst under Special Medical Devel­
opment Programme, dispensaries, rural 
health centres a,nd hospitals were built. Our 
University, financed from the Development 
Fund and to which I shall make reference in 
moving the 1961-62 Supplementary Appro­
priation: Bill later,· has got on to a flying start. 
In all it is a record of achievements of W~ 1ich 
an"y G;ov.ernment will feel justifiably ·proud. 

1 . :~ • 

Alth-ough it was estimated that a sum of 
£26 m illiotj would be available in the Devel­
opment Fund for capital expenditure in 
1961 ~ 62, only £13.2 million was in fact 
available. {Prolonged Inteiruptions). The 
revised estimate of capital expenditure during 
tl;i.e year is £12.7 million; so. that there is likely 
to be a balance of about £500,000 in the fund 
at the beginning of the new financial year. 

OUTLOOK FOR 19.62-63 -
M ay I, Sir, now turn to our revenue 

prospects for the financial year 1962-63. As 
I m entioned a little while ago, we are likely 
to close·the 1961 -62 financial year with a larger 
revenue surplus than was budgeted for in the 
1961 -62 Approved Estimates. In addition 
to strict financial control, we owe this 
fortune to the --rise of Personal Income Tax 
as a source of .revenue to Government. As 
I said some short while ago, the- P.A.Y.E-. 
Scheme has proved to be a very efficient means 
of tax collection. A total revenue of roughly 
£2 ··m illion is expected next year from the 
P.A.Y .E. Scheme and also from income tax 
on non-Africans. In accordance with section 
65 (3) of our Income Tax Law, revenue from 
Income Tax is allocated . in full to the Local 
Authorities. Later at this Budget Meeting 
I propose to present to this House a Bill 
designed to amend this particular section of 
the L aw. 

Mr J. A. Ajuwon: . Point of order, Mr 
Speaker, Sir. Members shall not read their 
speeches. · . 

(Government Bench: Shame, shame). 

Chief Odebiyi : · I thank the bon. Member 
for t he support wl-lich he has given me 

because, prior to this meeting, I have already 
indicated to him that at a convenient time he 
should stand up so that l can sit do·wn and 
rest; so that I hope that before long he will 
stand up again so that I can sit down and 
have another rest. (Laughter). ·· . 

In future it i~ proposed th~t ,. the Local 
Authorities will, subject to adyice of the 
Regional Tax Board, be responsible ·for 
the assessment and collection of income tax 
from persons . with incomes between £50 and 
£300 per annum, but excluding all employed 
persons within this income range who are 
already covered by, the P.A.Y.E. Scheme. 
'T'he Local Authorities will retain the proceeds 
of income tax collected by them. 

The assessment and collection of income 
tax · from persons with incomes exceedi_ng 
{300 per annum, including employed persons 
covered by the P.A.Y.E. 'Scheme, will be 
undertaken wholly by the Regional T~x 
Board. If I may also add, it is proposed to 
increase the membership of the Regional 
Tax Board so that the Opposition can be 
represented for the ·first time in that Tax 
Board. (Applause). 

(A J.Vlember of the Opposition: After ten 
years!). 

Yes, after ten years, because the Opposition 
is improving in its constructiveness. 

At this stage I should like, · with your 
permission, · Sir, to deal with the other Heads 
of Revenue. Under the Head for Export 
Duty and Sales Tax on Produce, a total 
revenue of roughly £6.1 million is expected 
in 1962-63. bJthough this amount is approx­
imately £1.4 million less than the corres­
ponding figure for the previous year, this, 
Revel}.Ue Head still retains its importance 
as a ~ource of revenue to Government~ now 
ranking second to . the Revenue Head for 
Statutory Payments from the Federal 
Government. Under this latter Head, ·a 
revenue of -·£8.4 mi~lion approximately is 
expected in 1962-63. This figure ·represents 
a net increase of £1.2 million over the corres­
ponding figure in the previous years' estimates. 
The bulk of this increase is due to increased 
revenue frotn-

(i) excise duty on tobacco; 
(ii) Mining Royalties and Rents; and 
(iii) grants from the Distributable Pool. 

Of our internal sources of revenue, that is 
besides the Personal Income Tax to which 
I have already refer red, the H ead for L icences 
shows a substantial increase of £270,000. 
As usual, the bulk of this increase is attributed 
to revenue from Motor Vehicles and Drivers' 
Li~ences. In all, a revenue of £22,328,350 
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is expected this financial year, on the recurrent 
side. T]:J.is represents an increase of about 
£1.9 million over last year's revenue. 

· The theme of economy and sacrifice runs · 
through the new year, for· we believe that it is 
by Government takii1g the lead and giving 
practical demonstration of the new spirit of 
the times that it can be expected to perYade 
and permeate all sectors of the entire 
community. 

As regards Recurrent Expenditure, the 
underlying principle was to hold down 
expenditure to last year's level and if possible 
emerge with a total of less expenditure than · 
for that year. Advance proposals submitted 
by Ministries were subjected to rigorous and 
searching scrutiny and the pruning knife was 
generously applied in cases where economies 
could be effected. Increases were only 
allowed in unavoidable cases, as for instance, 
normal salary increments or the staffing and 
equipping of newly completed hospitals, 
health centres, trade centres . and sirnilar 

· institutions. 

The total recurrent -expenditure proposed 
for • 1962-63 is £20,304,730, an increase of 
only £332,000 or 1.3 per cent over the'original 
estimate for last year. Of this total, the sum 
of £1,186,220 being statutory expenditure in 
ac·co::-dance with the provisions of our Consti­
tution, will not be subject to appropriation by 
the House. Of the remaining £19,118,510 
to be voted, the Ministries of Education, 
Agriculture, Health and Social Welfare and 
Works and Transport, our four great spending 
Ministries and understandably so, account 
for 75 per cent of the total recurrent expend­
iture. With revenue estimated at £22,328,350 
it is anticipated that the year will close with a 
recurrent budget surplus of a little over 
£2 million. 

. I now propose to deal with the estimates 
for the Capital Budget. As Member's know 
too well, our resources ar·~ at present scanty 
and limited. vVe have only just begun to 
·plume our wings for flight into the industrial 
and economic h !'!ights, and in this connection 
my Government has shown commendable 
zeal and foresight in its plans to foster and 
promote the growth of industries. But there 
is still a long way to go and development 
projects cost money. We · may think of 
approaching other courytries for aid in devel­
oping our country. There is nothing, if I 
may say so, sinful in such a contemplation. 
But we must constantly remember that the · 
posture and mental attitude of a beggar with 
cap in hand is a most humiliating one un­
worthy of, a self-respecting nation or individ-

ual. There can be no t rue independence as' 
long as we are econ omically subservient to 

. other nations. This view does not require 
to be stressed with any · apost olic fervour us , 
I am sure, 'v\'e a re all agreed on it. It is the 
main reason behind recent economy m easures 
and call for sacrifice: the battle for economic 
freedom. 

In the Estimates · before you a t otal of 
£15,969,090 is proposed to be spent on capital 
projects during this year. This is a m ost 
consenvative estimate, arrived at by deleting 
or deferring all ·new works for the meantime 
and concentrating on continuing p roj ects on 
which expenditure this year is inevitable. 
The new spirit of the times is being in stilled 
into our Corporations and Local Governm ent 

·Councils as well. As Members will observe 
from Head 705 at page 189 of the Estimates 
Book, provision is made for a loan of £ 2 
million to these Bodies, a provision m uch less 
than half the previous year's. It is essential 
that Government agencies, no less than 
Government itself, · should learn to · e~plore 
more sources than one for their finance and 
to relate their programmes to · ascertainable 
resourc~,s within their means. · · 

Even when all these precautions have been 
taken, Government will still be ha.rd put to it 
to find enough money to cover the p rop osed 
expenditure of nearly £16 million this year. 
l\1embers will observe from the Su~mary of 
Estimated receipts at page 159 of the 
Estimates Book that as much as £7 m illion , 
that is nearly half . of the total estimated 
receipts or in fact estimated capital expend;:. 
ittire, 'is expected to come by way of loans or 
grants- both from internal and ' external 
source's. This is not ' too comfortable . a 
situation to be ~n. The obvious implication 
is that the proposed capital expenditure 
p ;,ogramme for 1962-63 will only be fulfilled 
to the extent that we are ·successful in 
obtaining external aid or raising internal l oans. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, presenting the Region' s 
Budget for the fifth time in succession, I . 
should perhaps ha\'e been tempteri :to th ink . 
that the whole matter, as Napoleon said before 
Waterloo, was no more than eating breakfast . 
But fundamental issue of great importance 
has now loomed above the horizon-a call t o 
arms for the battle of economic fr eedom . 
It is now that I start to vmnder how many 
of us grasped the full meaning of the words 
of Mr. H arold MacMillan, British Prime · 
Minister, when during our jubilations over 
the attainment of Independence he reminded 
us that "beyond Independence lies inter­
dependence" . Inter-dep endence implies a · 
state m which other countries depen~. on 
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y~u as you depend on theril-a ·3tate of equal 
and mutual association. · Such a state cannot 
exist where a country is subservient to others 
and depends on the alms and the crumbs 
which fill from their tables. Ip other words, 
tlie British Prime Minister was telling us 
bitter "home-truths an.d ·warning · us that 
independence without economic freedom 
is a contradiction in terms, for in such a state 
there cah "he no n1.utual econom.ic as well as 
political association on equal terms \vhich 
.constitutes inter-dependence. 

And it is on this important issue that the 
- "luestion of Nigeria as a - single economic 

entity becomes all-important. In the eyes 
of the outside world, especially to the Inter­
national finance houses, Nigeria is economi­
cally one unit, and what affects the fortunes 
of one Region in turn affects the whole 
country. Our balance of payments is not 
calculated on Regional but on national basis. 
It is therefore important that all the Gov~rn­
ments of the Federation should ·'work out 
together a common economic policy and pool 

· their resources, since th:e misfortune of one is 
the misfortune of all. This common policy 
should be directed towards securing a 
favourable balance of payments and a 
.:naximum mohilisation and utilisation of local 
wealth and, resources! for our Development 
programme. 

I shall be failing seriously in my duty 
if I don't say in this Hoqsc that this Govern­
ment fully supports the fiscal measmes 
announced by the Federal Minister of Finance 
in .his budget speech last week. (Cheers). 
Although, for obvious reasons, it was im­
practical to us to go into the details of the 
changes in duties _which have now come into 

. force, the general principles underlying the 
increases in taxes were. agreed by all Govern­
ments' in the Federation at both the National 
Economic Council and the Conference of 
Finance Ministers to which I referred earlier. 
As it is the case with measures taken by the 
Federal Government, those for which I shall 
later during this meeting be seeking the 
·approval of th.is House are designed with one 
main objective. That is to increase the 
financial resources of Government and there­
by reduce the gap between the total 
expenditure envisaged in our new DevelOp­
ment Plan and our internal resources. 

·, I appeal to all hon. ·Members not only to 
accept with understanding the additional 
'burden of taxation which they will personally 
bear but also to make it their duty to enlighten 
the · other .members of the community in. 
these matters. 

I am sure, Mr Speaker, Sir, we have amply 
demonstrated by reducing our own salaries 
and perquisites, in addition to making the 
sacrifice arising from increased ta.xation 
which applies to every member of the 
comrriunity, that we are not trying to make it 
possible for the few-as our/ detractors 
would s'ay-to enjoy more abundant life at 
the expense of the many. I may say that the 
~msterity rri.easures .announced were fully 
agreed by both the Government. and the 
Opposition. (Laughter). Such cannot ,be 
the contemplation of a Government controlled 
by a party whose politico-economic platform 
is democratic-socialism. All we are asking 
our peop.le is to invest in the future. In other 

. words, to contribute to the cost of the develop­
·ment programme designed to ensure the rapid 
growth of the national income of Nigeria by 
sacrificing present luxurious living. 

I must also join the Federal Minister of 
Finance in the appeal to all salary and wage 
earners in this country not to make the tax 
measures dictated by. the development 
expenditure programine of the nation the 
grounds for another agitation for salary 
rev1s1on. · Rather, they must accept the 
challenge of our time. They ·must now 
appreciate that the level of individual income 
in any country depends on the national income 
which in turn is determined, among other 
factors, by the productivity per head of the 
population. 

l\1r Speaker, ·Sir, I am no· war-monger. 
In fact the very sound of g\~ns sometimes 
gives me the creeps. But these are the times 
that demand frank speech. The time has 
come for every citizen to rise and join in the 
battle-cry: "No economic·· freedom, · no 
political independence". The battle , for 
economic liberation has begun . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. (Prolonged 
Applause). 

The Minister of Trade and Industry 
(Mr K. S. Y. Momoh): Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 

Mr Speaker: Debate on the Motion will 
stand adjourned until Friday the 6th of April, 
in accordance with Standing Order 69 (2). 

Hon. Members, for clarity once more, 
the speech of the hon. Minister of Finance 
will be distributed. · 

I think this appears to be a convenient time 
for us to have a -short' break. · 

Debate on the 19ts2-63 Appropriation ·ma ·· 
accordingly adJourned till FTiday, 6th April, 
1962, pursuant to Standing Order 69 (2). · 
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Sitting suspended at 11.42 a.m. 
Sitting resumed at 12.48 p.m. 

CROWN LANDS (AMENDMENT) BILL 
SECOND READING 

Order for Second Reading read. 
· The Minister of Lands and Housing 

. (Chief ]: 0. Adigun): Mr Speaker, Sir, -I 
beg to move the Second Reading of a Bill-for 
a Law to amend the Crown Lands Law. , 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the object of this Bill i~ 
to amend ' the Crown Lands Law,·· Cap. 29, 
in order to confer upon the Governor in 
Council power to make regulations pres­
cribing the fees to be paid in connection with 
applications by lessees of Crown Lands for, 
and the grant of consent by the Minister to, 
assignments of leases, sub-leas·es, or any 
other disposition whereby the lessee parts 
with the possession of the land comprised in 
the lease. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, in the case of similar 
transactions under the Native ·Land Acquisi­
tion Law, a sum of £2 is charged, on applica­
tion, w:here the period of l~?Se does riOt 
exceed three years, and £5, on application, 
where the period of lease exceeds three years. 
No fees are charged for such transactions in 
respect of crown lands, although it is known 
that the volume of such transactions is fairly 
large.' I consider that approval for the lease 
and sub-lease and assignments of crown land 
should also attract some charges. The 
object of this is to raise more revenue to 
Government. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. 

The Minister of .Justice and Attorney­
General (ChiefS. 0. Ighodaro): I beg to 
second. 
· Question prcposed. 

Mr A. T. Rerri (Urhobo West I): This 
Bill ' is essentially not controversial because 
the aims of the Government are not entirely 
out of proportion to what Government 
normally does. I have a very serious note to 
sound in respect of leases and sub-lenses in 
Warri Divisiof1, and the Warri Urban Area 
in particular .. 

Now, I am a member for Urhobo West but 
I reside at Ward and I am,vcry much pleased 
to apprise the Government of what is happen­
ing in Warri. No one will obstruct any 

' Government from collecting small legitimate 
charges that will assist such Government in 
its work; after all, no Government, whether 
Local Council, Regional Government or 
District Council can go on without finance­
without money-but, when certain excessive 
charges are levied on people such as the hon. 
Minister of Education is now probing with 

regard to secondary grammar schools · and 
teacher training colleges, it becomes obvi.ou: 
that such extra charges or exorbitant charges 
should not go to Government unnoticed. 
With particular reference to the application 
of the Communal Land Vesting in Trustee~ ­
Law, 1958, and with reference to its applica­
tion_ to Wanj Division and Warri · Urbar1 
Area in particular, I wish . to say this: that 
the trustees set up under the law in Warri 
are at present making certain charges which 
cannot be explained either in terms of 
Government Laws or Regulations or by any 
rule or regulation customary to the people of 
Warri. A representation has been made on 
this matter to the former Minister of Lands, 
and I regret to announce in this House that 
the bon. Minister has hot replied adeqt.tately 
to those representations. Be that as it mav , 
Mr Speaker, my contentiOl( is that with 
particular reference to the application of this 
Law in so far as it concerns crown lands in 
Warri-and there are many of them­
Government should probe the allegation I 
have made that certain exhorbitant, un -' 
warranted charges are being made by the · 
trustees appointed by the Communal Lan d 
Vesting in Trustees Law, 1958. · 

Mr Speaker: The Communal L~rnd '· 
Rights (Amendment) Bill is coming up · 
tomorrow. It appears the hon. Meni.bcr is 
spending far too long a 'time on · the 
Communal Land Vesting in Trustees 
(Amendment) Bill, and so I think it will be 
better if he avoids talking abou"t communal 
land rights. 

Mr Rerri: I am corrected by Mr Speaker. 
Now the point I want to bring out is this: 

that it is customary for this honourable 
House to make laws and regulatio-ns that 
appear to the common man to be ·quite 
reasonable; it is a different thing for the 
agents - of the party· controlling .the Govern­
ment to use such absolutely harmless laws to 
create difficulties for the people. That is 
really my contention. The Opposition is n ot 
opposing this Bill for the sake of opposing 
but the Law should not be · used to make 
things difficult for· the . Opposition party 
members in the · areas concerned. Well, 
Sir, that is just because a greater ·number of 
crown lands are really from th~ Mi~lwes t. 
I am therefore praying the Minister respons­
ible, Mr Speaker Sir, that both the spirit and 
the letter of the Law now to be passed shou lcl 
be made in a sense that will not work hardship 
on the people. 

I beg to support. 

Chief ·Adigun: As pointed out by Mr 
Speaker, the Communal Land · Rights 
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(Ame_ndment) Bill h~s been scheduled for 
tomorrow. But I would like to correct one 
mistak~ : The hon. Member who spoke last 
referred to certain fees being charged in Warri. 
To my knowledge, there is a fee of £5 being 
charged, <Jnd on the question of this fee a 
delegation of the lessees from Warri interviewed 
me. · I explained the whole thing to them 
and, from what I gathered from them, I 
think that they were quite satisfied with my 
explapations. · ~fhis £5 charged is for the cost 
of preparing new leases, administrative 
.expenses and postage. When the delega­
. tior\ .. saw me, and I explained these things 
'to ' them, they realise'd that if Government 
would . have to make new charges, the 
fees they would be asked to pay would be 
fantastic. The impression that I gathered 
was that the delegation was quite satisfied 
at that time. ·But if there are new charges 
now levied or being colkcted there, I would 

· very much like to say that the hon. Member 
. should let me know, and if I know what 

these• charges are, then, certainly, I would . 
make investigations. 

Mr Speaker, 1 beg to -move. 

Question put and agreed to. 
B iZ! accordingly read a Second time and 

committed to a committee of the whole House. 

Bill immediately considered in Committee. 

(In t~e Committee). 
Clauses 1 · to 2 agreed to. 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Cha!r). 

B ill reported without amendments, read a 
T(lird time and passed. 

' -
ADAPTATION BILL 
SECOND READING 

Order for Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Justice and Attorney­
General (Chief S. 0. Ighodaro): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I beg to move the Second 
Reading of a Bill for a Law to make provisioJ;l 
for . the Adaptation by Order of the Governor 
in Council of existing Regional laws for the 
purposes . of bringing them into c~::mformity 
with or giving effect or enabling effect to be 
given to the provisions of the Nigeria (Consti­
tution) Order in Council, 1960. 

I would draw the attention of the hon. 
M embers to section 3; sub-section (3) of the 
Nigeria (Cqnstitution) Order in Council, 
1960 which reads-

"(3) The Governor c-f a Region of the 
Federation of Nigeria may by order at any 
time within six months after the commence-

ment of this 'Order make su~h, amendments 
to any existing law, to the e~tent to which 
it relates to any matter with respect to 
which the legislature of that Region has 
power to make laws, as may appear to the. 
Governor to be necessary or expedient-

- (a) fc:n· bringing that law into con­
formity with the provisions of this 
Order or otherwise for giving effect or 
enabling effect to be given to those 
provisions;" or, etc., etc., etc. 

The reason for this section was to empower 
the Governor to make any necessary adapta­
tion orders. Now, with ·. the discontinuance 
of that law after six months, it has become 
necessary to have something in its place. 

. The present .Bill 'now seeks to confer the 
sarrte power upon the Governor in Council. 

The power to be exercised should not, 
however, exceed the legitimate and constitu­
tional limits conferred by the Constitution 
upon the Regional Legislature . 

This Bill is short and entirely non­
contentious. ' Mr Speaker Sir, I beg to move. 

' Chief Adigun: 
to second. · 

Mr Speaker Sir, I beg 

Question proposed. 

Mr B. ..Olowofoyeku (Ilesha ~ Urban 
West): Mr Speaker Sir, for the ·second 
time within a .week we have had two un­
constitutional Bills brought into this House. 
(Interruptions). Last week, we had a ;Bill on 
the - Parliamentary. Electoral (Amendment) . 
Bill which, as I had pointed out to the hon. 
Premier, is ultra vires the power of this 
House. The Prem.ier has promised to 
rectify the situation; but, today; here we are 
faced with another unconstitutional Bill. 
Mr Speaker Sir, this House-(Interruptions). 

(Government Bench: 
tional?). 

(Opposition Bench ·: 

What is unconstitu-

It is unconstitutional). 

Mr Speaker Sir, I say that this House has 
no constitutional right · to pass this ' Bill 
which has been put on the table of . this 
House. Fortunately, I think we have about 
three lawyers in this House and they should 
be able to follow my argument. So, will the . 
back-benchers please allow the lawyers to 
follow? (Interruptions). 

As I have said Sir, this House has no 
constitutional right to pass this Bill. There 
is no doubt that _the Western Region Legisla­
ture has a right to amend its own Constitu­
tion, but what we arc asked to do this morning 
is to amend the Constitution Order in Council. 
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~{<, I ~ay point this out to the Attorney­
General, the Constitution Order in Council 
has four Schedules and the only Schedule 
which this House can amend is the Fourth 

' Schedule which relates to this Region. · The 
· •.Constitution by which we are governed in 

this country is designed to be a democratic 
one and it envisages that all the making of 
laws, the amendment of existing laws, and 
.the adaptation of existing liw~ shall be m·ade 
·after a full dress debate in the Regional 
Legislature. Now, the power which has 
beeh referred to by the Attorney-General, 
conferred by the , Constitution Order in 
Council on the Governor to make certain 

· adaptations to the existing laws, . is an extra-
. ordinary power. This extraordinary power 
·is intended to be limited in duration. A 
power which enables the making of Laws in 
the Governor's chambers, , unknown to the 
Members of the Legislature, not discussed in 
. public . and not .known to the members of the 

1 press, not discussed in the House, is a power 
which is to be used sparingly. That is why, 
according to section 3 to which the hon. 
Attorney-General has referred us, the period 

. is1 strictly limited to six months. After the 
· · six months' duration the Governor in Council 

. ·is Jimctus officio and cannot amend any of the 
7 provisions of the Constitution Order in 

Council. 

·what has this Government been doing all 
these mo~ths?. This Government is supposed 
to be always first in everything-(Jnterrup­
tions)-but, for six months, this Government 

·. cannot review the provisions of the Constitu­
tion. Six months between 1st October 1960 
and April 1st 1961, this Government could 
do nothing ·about what the Constitution has 
specifically placed upon it. 

Now Sir, if the Attorney-General would 
look at section 18 of the Law which he has 

, cited before this House, he would see that 
it is the only-(Prolonged Interruptions). 

' . ·(Opposition Benches: Look at section 18-
. it. is there). 

·Government Front Bench: Mr Speaker Sir, 
the layman should keep quiet when we talk. 
(Laughter) . 

Section 18·shows how the Nigeria (Consti­
tution) Order ·in Council can be . amended,· 
and ·it reads thus: 

"The Parliament of the Federation of 
. Nigeria may alter any of the foregoing 

provisions of this Order or any of the 
provisions of this section or the Fourth 
Schedule to this Order but no Act of 
Parliament providing for any suci: alteration 

shall come into . operation unless the 
Governor of each Region has signifie d 
consent to its having effect''. . .., . 

It is only the Federal Parliament, Mr Sp~aker, 
that can make any alterations, to the provisions 
contained in sections 1 to 18 of the Nigeria 
(Constitution) Order in Council. The· 
present Bill is intended to extend the period 
of six months, which is contained in sup­
section (3), and to give the GOvernor . in 
Council an unlimited period of time within 
which it can make these adaptations. But 
if the hon. the . Attorney-General would take 
advice from us on this side of the House; 
there are 'only two possible ways open to him. 
The first way is this: let him bring an 
amendment to this House and let this amend­
ment be passed in the form of legislation; 
let all the intended amendments and adapta­
tions be deb: t~d and passed into law. On 
the other hand, the Attorney-General can . 
appeal to the Federal Parliament-(Det;Zjening 
interruptions)-to have the necessary legisla- . 
tion allowing the Governor in Council to 
have an extended time within which to make 
the intended alteration. And Mr ·Speaker, 
because this Bill is unconstitutional,- because 
this House has no power to amend the . 
Constitution Ordet' in Council; we humbly 
say that we are vehemently opposed to this 
Bill . 

Mr A. E. E. Atohengbe (Benin Northw 
East)·: Mr Speaker, Sir .... : .... 

Chief Ighoda:ro: Mr Speaker, Sir, I . 
would like to see if any other lawyer will 
support this contention. · 

Mr A. Adisa: I support the contention. 

Mr Atohengbe: Mr Spe.aker, Sir, I rise . 
to oppose this .Bill. For the second time-­
(Prolonged interruptions): 

-Mr Speaker: Order, order. Continued· 
heckling disturbs us and makes us sit longer 
than we hope. And will Members keep 
within the provisions of Order 29 ( 4) that 
durirg a sitting all Members shall be silent 
or shall confer only in under-tone? · 

Mr Atohengbe: Mr Speaker Sir, · I rise 
to oppose the Second Reading of this . Bill. 
Every time this Region has often earned 
the praise of all concerned in the world for 
its constitutional .achievements. Persona-lly 
speaking, I acknowledge the legal erudition 
of our son, the Attorney-General and Minister 
of Justice of this Region. · (Applause). There 
is now a likelihood of an apparen.t change of 
minds and opinions as to whether . these 

· constitutional achievements are not being 
used wrongly nowadays. 
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The Bill under discussion speaks for itself, 
in' that it is stated clearly that ~he time limit 
expired on the lst of April, 1961; and, 
today, Mr Speaker, is the 4th day of April 
in the year of our Lord, one thousand, 
nine hundred· and sixty~ two. The Minister 
of Justice and Attorney-General has failed 
to indicate in the Bill what section of th!'! 
Nigeria (Constitution) Order in Council, 
1960 that empowers this Region to act as 
sought by this Bill. Since such section of the 
Nigeria (Constitution) Order in Council, 
1960 was not quoted or indicated in the Bill 
as · having empowered this Region to act as 
such after the expiration of. the time period, 
I beg to oppose the Bill. 

Mr 0 .. Olaitan (Ilesha Urban East): 
_Mr Speaker Sir, my own opinion is that when 
question of interpretation of law arises. 
during a debate in thl.s honourable House, 
political · consideration must, or ought, not 
to be introduced. Apart from the fact that 
the Goverrimeht of Western Nigeria has 
failed to effect the necessary amendments 
within the prescribed time of six-months 
in accordance with the Constitution Order ,in 

. Councif, I hold to the view that any Regional 
Legislature can pass a law empowering her 
to I amertd its laws. And in so far as the 
present Bill is not intended to change the 
Constitutional Order in Council, which 
urider the Constitution no Regional Govern­
ment can do, it is my opinon that there is 
nothing unconstitutional in this Bill. Finally 
section 4 of the present Bill has limited the 
scope of the amendments that could be made. 
It reads thus: · · 

.. "Nothing in section 3 of this law shall be 
construed as ·conferring upon 'the Governor 
in Council power to make to any existing 
law any amendment other than such as 
could have · been made directly by a law 
enact.ed by the Legislature of the Region 
in pu:;-suance of . its powers to make laws 
under the Constitution Order". 

In conclusion it is my humble opinion that 
. the Bill is properly before this honourable 

House. (Applause) . 

1\-Ir. Adis~: Mr Speaker, Sir this is a Bill 
brought to the floor of this House by our 
affable and · energetic Minister of Justice and 
Attorney-General. There is no doubt that 
on , the Front Bench of the Government 
he is undoubtedly the most popular person-

. ality, · and I . am sure- (Interruption)-,-he 
would take our remarks in good spirit. 

The first thing is that it is not quite 
correct or proper for this Bill to be brought 
by the Government which lays great stress on 
efficiency, but which is now guilty of un­
punctuality since it has failed to m·ake use of 
the powers conferred by the Constitutional 
Order in Council which enables that Govern­
ment to pass laws for the adaptation of all 
existing laws wi'thin six months. This has 
not been done and; really, it should come here 
now with apologies. (Interruption) . There 
is no reason why anybody out o(the Govern­
ment Bench should come up- whether the 
Minister of Justice or not- and feel that he is 
fervently glorious. (Interruptions). 

Secondly, Sir, · I am going to adopt what 
I am sure every lawyer appreciates and that 
is a thorough analysis-(Prolcnged Inter­
ruption). 

Now, I would say that I do oppose this 
Bill. I would say that straightaway, for the 
simple reason that what the Bill purports to 
do, there is not tha~ power for this House to 
do it. (Interruption). It could have been a 
different thing for the Minister of Justice to 
enact an existing law and say that it should 
be a Law of this Region, but, immediately 
he begins to mention the Constitution Order 
in Council which has expi1;ed in so far as its 
operation is concerned, and he begins to 
confer the very powers now on this Legislli­
ture, I do agree with my han. Friend, the 
Member for Ilesha that this is ultra vires this 
House. (Cheers from Opposition Benches). 

Now Mr Speaker, I am trying to. see 
whether there should be a saving grace in 
sub-section (4) of the Constitutions Order in 
Council-(Interruption)-which says: "The 
effect of this section shall be without prejudice 
to any powers . conferred by this order upon 
any person or a'uthority to make provision for 
any matter, including the amendment or 
repeal of any existing law"; and that was 
where, probably, the learned Attorney­
General did overlook · that point._ All he 
needs to do, if he has any existing law which 
by neglect or by oversight- and that is 
natural- (interruption), if you really, by 
negle<;t .or oversight, have forgotten to make 
use 9f this power which enables YQU to 
enact that existing law or amend an existing 
law, then that could be proper. But 
immediately he mentioned the existing 
Constitution ·Order in Council which limits 
your power- (interruption.) ' . 

Upon that I do not think there is anything 
which should worry the learned Attorney­
General if he withdraws this Bill at this 
stage. After all, I do not want to _ take 
illicit gin. If you .. want to amend the 
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existing law ·as regards illicit gin, . you have 
to go and beg the Obas. It is they who are 
looking for illicit gin. (Laughter). (Govern­
ment Benches: Insult. Withdraw that). 

Mr 'speaker: Yesterday morning I 
appealed to this House to respect the sacred 
institution of Obas in this Region; I object 
to the reference being made to the Obas 
with reference to illicit gin. (Government 
Benches: Withdraw, withdraw). 

Mr Adisa: I would begin now to speak 
·of drunken Chiefs. (Prolonged interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: I told the hon. Member 
that I object to the way in which he referred 
to Obas. He .continued to say he was going · 
to refer to the Jdrunken chiefs. · I want to 
say tl)at Chiefs and Obas in the 'Western 
Region are of the same family, and I refuse 
to · allow this House to ridicule that family. 
(Cheers from Government Benches). 

I 

. Mr Adisa: The Speaker · has ruled that 
there should be no reference to the drunken 
Chiefs and Obas, I will not make reference to 
the drunken Chiefs and Obas but I will make 
reference . to the drunken puppets of the 
Action Group. (Cheers from the Opposition 
Benches). 

Chiefighodaro: Mr Speaker Sir, this is 
a serious question. 

I have ·very great respect for hon. 
Olowofoyeku. (Interruptions). He comes, 
fortunately or unfortunately, from the same 
institution like myself, and that is why I 
attach a lot of credibility to his statements. 

I am · not taking this opportunity to make 
any leader's call. It is not in the way of hon. 
Members in the Bar to cast aspersion on 
the Obas, and as a leader of the Bar by my 
office as . Attorney-Gep.eral, it is my interest 
and it is my duty to safeguard the Bar. 
(Cheers from the two sides of the House). 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I do agree with the 
interpretation given by Mr Olowofoyeku. 
He might have made it quite good~naturedly 
but I am holding, Sir, that it is entirely 
off the mark. There is nothing unconstitu­
tional in that. (Interruptions). Until the 
Federal Supreme Court decides that a law 
is unconstitutional in this Region, it is consti­
tutional. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, there is one saving grace. 
You would remember that a few. minutes ago 
I put this to the other side that there should 
be at least one hon. Member, a member of 
the Bar, who will be able to say what he 
knows because of his · intellectual integrity. 
·Mr Speaker, Sir, one hon. Member has 

indicated my stand in the Opposition at least , 
there is one who has intellectual. integrity . 
(Laughter). I commend him cin that basis . 
The other learned man who supported him, 
to be fair to him, was only trying to go by 
way of politics. · He pursued the · political 
angle ..... . (Interruption). He says that I have· 
no Constitutional Povver. · .... . (Laughter). · < 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Bill that I have 
brot1ght before this House is absolutely 
proper. . I will give a small analogy to 
explain what it is. · The object of this sort of 
Bill is to enable the Governor in Council 
to be able-(Interruption). For instance, 
there is a Corporation which is now called the 
Western Region Housing Corporation. I am 
giving that as an example. The Government 
wants, in a few months' time, to change it to 

· Western Nigeria · Housing Corporation . · 
Instead of bringing that Bill to this House . to 
seek approval-(Prolonged interruption). I 
am reminded Sir, this actually does not seem 
to amend the Constitution Order in Council 
as a lawyer contended on the other ·side. ' 
(Interruptions). Ple~se listen. The Governor · 
of a Region of the .Federation may by order 
at any time within six months order the 
amendment of this Bill. It was on October 1, 
1960 ..... . (Prolonged interruptions). 

Mr Speaker Sir, my learned Friends have 
not paid the attention to my explanations. 
(Interruptions). · , 

Mr Spealcer, Sir, I am . r~sponsible for . 
questions of justice. I can recommend this 
Bill wholeheartedlv to the House and can 
give this assurance to the whole Legislature 
that there is nothing ultra vires in it. It is . 
certainly constitutional and, if the Opposition 
have anything to say, I shall wait for them to · 
challenge the validity of the Law. 

Mr Speaker, I beg to rp.ove: 
Ques~ion put and agreed to. 

~ . .; ~ 

" 

Bill ~ccordingly read a Second time .and 
committed to a Committee of the· whole House. 

Bill immediately considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee). 

. Clauses 1 to 4 agreed to; 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair). 
Bill reported without amendment, read the 

Third time and passed. 

THE LIQUOR .LICENSING 
(AMENDMENT) BILL 
SECOND. READING 

Order for Second Reading read. 
The Minister of Home Affairs (Mr D. 

Ogundiran): Mr Speaker, Sir this Bill 'is 
non-controversial. The purpose of it is to 
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exempt civilian mess from th~ provisions of 
Parts I to VI of the Liquor (Licensing) Law. 

·The second requirement is to transfer the 
power to deal with the provisions of the Law 
from the Minister mentioned . in the Law 
itself to any Minister at present responsible 
for the openition of the Law in this Region. 

A civilian mess is a mess for civilians as 
opposed to members of the disciplined Forces. 
(Interruptions). 

Sir, I recommend this Bill to the House. 

The Minister of Local Government 
(Alhaji D. S. Adegbenro): I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 
Mr 0. · Olaitan (Ilesha Urban East): 

Mr Speaker, Sir, although this Bill is non­
controversial, yet, at the same tim~, the , 
Minister is mixed up because he has failed 
to say in his · speech during the Second 

, Reading what the objects and reasons of this 
Bill are. And he wants us to assume that we 
have read this Bill. 

The only thing I like . to point out on the 
question of this Bill is that certain amend-

. ments ought to have been proposed in this 
Bill as the Law stands. Under section 31 of 
the existing Law, the Minister is given the 
power of life and death pver any applicant. 

. That is, if the local liCensing officer in a 
District refuses licence to somebody, the only 
course open to him is to appeal to the Perma­
nent Secretary, through the Minister, and the 
Minister has the final say, and no appeal lies 
to any court of law. It is my contention that 
such provisions in the Laws of Nigeria are 

.ultra vires the Constitution of Nigeria, and 
should have heen ruled otit, because a person 

· who is aggrieved of anything ought to be given 
the right to go to the court and test the 
validity of that decision. 

As a matter of fact, the Minister will agree 
with me that most of the tribunals formed by 
~iD;l.:ip. ·different parts of Western Nigeria are 
Action Qroup-controlled tribunals, and, 

. taking nature as it is, these people have 
disappointed NCNC applicants by unjustly 
refusing applications by NCNC men. In 
Ilesha, for example, I had a call to appear 
for a man who · sells beer, but when he 
fipplied, the licence was refused becaw;e the 
Urban . Caretaker Committee refused his 
application. He 'applied to the Minister­
the Minister knows about . it- but the 
Minister said no. And that was the end of 
the trade of that man. · 

So I would be urging the Minister to 
consider that, in future, when somebody 
applies to him and he says no, the law 

should be so changed as to give that applic'ant 
~ right to go to court to test the 'Validity of 
the act. 

Mr A. Atohengbe (Benin North-East): 
· Mr Speaker, on . the whole; this Bill, as it 
stands, is t1on-controversial; but here we are 

· called upon to pass a Bill which will be 
put into the hands of the Minister who 
we saw here yesterday throwing challenges 
upon challenges. (Interruptions). The 
Minister has also indicated on the floor 
of this House this afternoon that the .spirit 
of throwing challenges was increasing in him. 
Human nature being what it is, we· do not 
know whether the challenges he has thrown 
yesterday are to be executed in his capacity 
as a Minister of Government or, perhaps, in 
his own capacity as an individual person. 

We are here to appeal to the Minister .that 
when the time comes to execute his authority, 
which this House will now put into his hands, 
he should throw away politics ' and act 
according to the law of the State with human 
feelings at this heart. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr W. Aghahowa (Benin South-East): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to oppose this Bill for 
only one main .reason. (InterrujJtions). , The 
Minister has failed to make provisions for the 
sale of our home-made stuff, which is no:r;mally 
called "illicit gin". (Hear, hear). This 
Region is committed to a Six-year Develop­
ment Programme. I pray the Minister that 
our locally-made gin be included, so that the 
austerity measures recently announced by 
this Government may achieve the purpose for 
which they are intended. 

With this observation, Sir, I rise to oppose 
the Bill as it has failed to make prov:sion for 
our home-made gin to be sold locally. 

Rev. I. Edeki (AfePmai North-West II): 
I beg to support this Bill. · · 

A Member said , that tribunals i:1 the 
Region are made up only of Action Group. 
members. I can give you examples of all the 
committees establishing the Liquor Licensing 
Tribunals. The NCNC party is represen­
ted. I think that operates in all other 
councils in the Midwest. (Shouts of "No" 
and "It is a lie" from Opposition Benches). It 
is not therefore true to say that only Action 
Group members are in all the tribunals. 

Mr Ogundiran : Mr · Speaker, Sir, I 
wish to answer to some of the points raised 
by some Members of the Opposition on the 
amendments .. to this Bill. 

. \ 

0 
tl: 



• ' 

248 

afit 
· of 

>t): 
; it 
are 
be 

rho 
ges· 
~he 
:>or 
irit 
tm. 
1.0t 

wn 
:i~ 
1n 

hat 
:ty, 
ds, 
act 
tan 

. '· 
t): 
for 
'he 
:he 
lly 
his 
'P­
lat 
:he 
by ' 
for 

>se 
~or 

[): 

he 
up 
he 
ng 
n­
ter 
o" 
It 

:>n 

I 
ed 
ne 

249 Liquor Licensing (Amendment) 4TH APRIL, 1962 Bill- Second Reading 250 

[MR OcmNnmAN] 
I can assure my hon. Friends that there is 

no time that a complaint is made and is not 
looked into. There was n time that an 
appeal came from a lady at vVarri . . vVhat I 
did was to see that she was told that before 
the appeal was heard she should carry on. 
(Prolonged interruptions). There is no time 
that you report any case without the Minister 
in charge looking into it, provided the appeal 
is within tpe law. 

. One Member pointed out that this Bill 
should be amended to include the sale of illicit 
gin. I do not know whether my hon. Friend 
opposite expects me to include illicit gin so 
that he can gather his men together to drink 
gin that is illegal. I am not going to include 
the -illegal gin here, because illicit gin is not 
good for health. (Interruptions). You know 
we are responsible for your health and, as 
such, we do not intend to include it. 

Mr R. A. Akinyemi: This is a poor 
show. I do not know whether he prepared 
his speech before coming to this House. 

Mr Speaker: I am referring Members to 
Standing Order 29 (5): Members shall not 
make unseemly interruptions while any 
Member is speaking. .I hope Members will 
allow the Minister to continue. (Interrup­

. tions) . 

Mr Ogundiran: I would like to say that 
Government will not consider the inclw?ion 
of illicit gin. (Interruptions). Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I beg to move. · 

· Question put and agreed to. 
· Bill accordingly read .a Second time and 
committed to a Committee of the whole House. 

Bill immediately considered in Committee. 
{In the Committee). 

Clauses 1 to 3 agreed to. 
(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair). 
Bill reported without amendment, 

Third time and passed. 
Sitting su$pended at 2.00 p.m. 

Sitting resume~ at 8.10 p.m. 

read a 

(Mr Deputy Speaker in the Chair). 

1961-62 SUPPLEMENTARY 
APPROPRIATION BILL 

SECOND READING 
·Order for Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Finance (Chief J. A. 0. 
Odebiyi): Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to move 
the Second Reading of a Bill for a L aw to 

'. 

make Supplementary Provision for the 
services of Western Nigeria for the year 
ending on the 31st day of March, 1962, 
additionally to that made under the 1961 .. 62 
Appropriation Law, 1961. · 

I have it in command from His Excellency , 
the Governor, in accordance w_ith section 
26 (2) of the Constitution of Western N igeria, 
to convey his recommendation ' fo r the 
consideration of this Bill. .. 

The Bill now before you, and the Estimates 
which support it, cover a total additional 
provision of £5,579,532 for the services of 
this Region during this financial year. 

I regret that circumstances beyond our 
control have made it impossible for the prior 
'approval of the Legislature to be obtained 
for the supplementary provision to which 
the Bill relates. But I must remind hon. 
Members once again that the presentation of 
this Bill does not necessarily mean that 
actual expenditure in 1961-62 will exceecl 
the sums appropriated at the last Budget 
Meeting by the tqtals shown in the First and 
Second Schedules. Happily . I am already 
in a position to say that, as agains t the 

·revised estimated recurrent expenditure of 
£22.6 million shown in the summary at 
page 4 of the Supplementary Estimates before 
you, actual expenditure for the year is not 
likely to exceed £18.5 million. That is if we 
exclude transfers to other funds of Govern­
ment. Similarly, although the revised capital 
expenditure estimate shown at page 14 i s 
£22.9 million, it is now clear that only ·.about 
£13 million will in fact be spent. 

To the uninitiated it may sound · rather 
anomalous that after voting an extra sum of . 
nearly £6 million over and above the originally 
approved provision, it is still estimated ·that 
total actual expenditure will turn out t o · be 
less than even 'the original estimates. The 
simple fact is that by the provisions of our 
Constitution and the Public Administration 
Law, ·even though large savings are expected 
under certain Heads of Estimates, they 
cannot be transferred to be used .under other 
Heads; the .Legislature has to make fresh 
provision for services which were not fo reseen . 
at the time of the annual estimates. 

Under the Recurrent Expenditure 
Estimates, a total supplementary provision 
of £2,652,023 is required. Of this sum, as 
hon. Me_mbers will observe on top of p r.ge 8 
of Estimates Book, additional provision to 
meet Grants-in-Aid in respect of education 
amounts to £1,436,000, which is more than 
50 per cent of the amount to be voted:•..under 
the F irst Schedule. I should explain that 
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[CHIEF ODEBIYI] explanatory notes on that page ~nd subsequent 
ones that almost the entire additional provi­
sions are revotes of unspent balances. in 
previous _year's approved provision. This 
often happens with capital expenqiture where 
machinery and equipment 01;dered may not 
be received and paid for before the end of th~ 
financial year, or the bills for certain contracts 
settled before the year closed. 

provision in respect of this service in the 
estimates presehted to the House at this · time 
last year was deliberately helJ Jown to the 
1960-61 level because, at that time, Govern­
ment was considering various recommenda­
tions for shifts in policy which n:iight reduce 

. the propo'rtion of our total recurrent outlay 
which goes to education. In the event, 
Government did not consider it to be in the 
interest of the community to effect the changes 
to the extent proposed. Consequently the 
savings which were anticipated did not 
materialise. 

Our declared policy and commitments 
on education' are nothing new to this House 
and hardly require further elaborations by me. 
We are all aware of the big slice that education 
takes :each time' in our budget. But hoy.rever 
high the costs and heavy the burden, we feel 
'proud. and happy that we are, in -our own 

· tim~-, ·laying the solid foundation for a new 
generation of enlightened and progressive 
communitY. 

· The rest of the recurrent expenditure, 
. besides the provision under _Head 329 
(Ministry of Education), is concerned · with 

· day-to-day essential services on which addi­
tional provision is required. I should men­
tion that, in 'respect of some of these services, 
more" than . equivalent revenue accrues to 
offset whatever expenditure might b.e incurred 
on them. Notable examples in the present 
estimates before the House are items such 
as some of those appearing under the Ministry 
of Agriculture and NaturaJ Resources at 
page 7 of the Estimates, and the provision in 
respect of Catering Rest . Houses under the 

,·Ministry of Home Affairs. 

And now, Sir, ~if I may tu~~ to the Capital 
Expenditure Estimates. The :8111 shows a 
total . provision of £2,927,909 . . This sum, 
as_ hon. Members will see at page 17 of the 
Estimates Book and in the explanatory notes 
at the end of the Bill, includes a provision of 
£1 million under Head 710 for the University 
of Ife; This sum of £1 million is offset by 
the approved provision under Head 701, 
sub-head 6 (30), which has been "frozen". 
It is ·only shown in the Bill to conform with 
the accounting procedure whereby a transfer 
of provision from one Head of Estimates to 
another requires legislative sanction. ' · 

· Deducting this sum of £1 million from the 
total · provision shown under the Second 
Schedule to the Bill there remains a total of 
_£1,927,909 to be . voted. · If hon. Members 
will again turn . to the Estimates Book and 
open at page 15, it will be observed from th~ 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to n{ove. 

The Minister of Trade and Industr~~ 
(Mr K. S. Y. Momoh): Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 

Debate on the Bill adjourned till Friday, 
6th April, 1962, pursuant to Standing Order 70. 

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE 

Motion for an: Address 

Adjourned Debate on Question (28th March) .. 
"That an humble Address be presented 

to His Excellency the Governor · in the 
following terrp.s :-

That this House expre~ses its loyal and 
dutiful thanks to Your Excellency for the 
most gracious Speech a.ddressed to both 
Houses of the Legislature; 

And that this Address. be formally 
presented to His Excellency by the 
Leader of the House and the Leader of 
the Opposition". 

Question again proposed. 
" ' 

Alhaji B. 0. Fawehinmi (Ondo West I): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the Motion 
to express our thanks to His Excellency, Sir 
Ade'soji Aderemi, Governor of Western 
Nigeria, the Oni of Ife, for the dignified way 
he has been carrying on his official constitu- · 
tional duties in this peaceful Region, . and 
the excellen.t delivery of his gracious Speech 
from the Throne to both Houses of Chiefs 
and Assembly, which hsted almost an hour. 
I therefore congratulate him and wish him 
more laurels on his royal elbow. 

I have always thought that his life in this 
law abiding Region. is a living example not 
only to those Nigerians whose fortune it would 
be in future to step into his shoes as succes­
sive Governors of the Region, but also to the 
entire Civil Service. 

His· Excellency is really a thorough breed 
of a true Y aruba constitutional monarch, 
who refrains absolutely from any interference 
·ln political issues of any sort, realising that 
he is the father of all. Hill faithful ct}scharge · 
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of his constitutional functions, irrespecti"e 
of his personal convictior, · is worthy of 
emulation by both future Governors and the 
entire Civil .Service in this Region . 

By . way of illustration, his method <;>f 
administration of the Government of the 
Region .· compared nicely with those of his 
immediate expatriate predecessors who kept 
absolutely . aloof from politics, creating no 
political upheavals in the Region. The 
apparent calm political s it u at i on of 
Western Nigeria, conceived of supreme 
rule of law since His .Excellency has taken 
up the post of the Head of the State of this 
Region, is a great tribute to his political 
sagacity as first indigenous Governor, who 
has proved to the world that Africans are 
capable of managing their affairs and are no 
more to 'be regarded as social pariahs as 
hitherto. (Cheers). 

. Now I would like to place on record my 
deep appreciation of the overall improve­
ments, in social services, particularly in the 
field of education and health services extended 
to the rural areas of the Region. The steady 
'progress and rapid pace of the Nigerianisation 
policy of the Region, especially as far as 
Civil Service is concerned is worth praising. 
It is our ardent hope and fervent prayer 
that at no distant future the entire Public 
Service of the Region may be thoroughly 
Nigerianised, .and the expatriates will only 
be recruited into professional and advisory 
capacity. 

Now, before I wind up my speech, I would 
like to appeal . to the Government that my 
Constituency looks up to it for more amenities 
particularly as far as road . construction is 

· concerned, and, whenever the Government is 
prepared to embark . upon. road pr?jects, I 
do hope that the Ondo-Lamo road w1ll not be 
forgotten because it links Ondo as a town 
'with Trunk "A" Federal Government Lagos­
Benin road. T,his particular road is in a 
commercial area and it is a very important 
road to my Constituency. (Interruptions). 
Please don't embarrass me. (Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the next important road 
in Ondo area is Ile-Oluji-Ipetu road.. It is 
another very important road which I am 
appealing to the Government not to forget 
when the plans are on hand to embark upon . 
road development. 

It is gratifying that the work of the higher 
institutio!')s of learning is proceeding nicely 
and· rapidly according to plan. The Ife 
University is a typical example. Our thanks 
go ·particularly to Chief the Hon. S. L. 
·Akintola,· the Premi~r <;>f this Region and 

his indefatigable Ministers through whose 
efforts all the improvements that are now on 
in the Region have been achieved. · vVe thank 
them for the interest shown .always in the 
advancements and improvement of this 
Region. 

Very many people have· be~n criticising-:­
(Interruptioris). Any right thinking man 
when passing on the roads, unlike the crooked 
and narrow bridges which we have had in the 
past when we were under foreign rule, vvill 

, at once have to praise the work of this Govern­
ment. Of recent, as part of Govermnent' s 
efforts to bring enlightenment to rural areas 
and urban towns in the Region, the Minister 
of Works and Transport needs special 
commendation from the people· of my 
Constituency. In the year . 1961, he 
gave us electricity. And not only that; 
pipe-borne water has also been supplied to the 
people. Not only in Ondo town; ele <;tricity 
supply has also been extended to many 
important towns in Ondo Province: All 
these are a sure indication that Afr ica is 
·completefy capable of managing her affairs· 
now that she is trying to . disyoke herself · 
from foreign rule. Even the · pessimistic 
Thomas would not hesitate to laud the 
economic development and progress now 
going on in the Region since th~ Action 
Group took up the Government of the · 
Region in 1952. As an evidence of this, all 
the narrow bridges are widened, and crooked 
hilly roads are straightened throughout the· 
Region, and many are undergoing reconstruc­
tion whilst others had alre.ady been completely 
tarred for comfortable travelling, to the ex­
tent that lorries . pass comfortably by them­
selves without any casualty. 

Educationally, thousands of school children 
in the Region are enjoying the well established 
fr£e Primary Education today, in spite of the 
sharp criticisms emanated from all corners of 
Nigeria. Without · fear of contradiction, I 
make· bold to say that it is only the Western 
Nigeria Government that is' capable' of 
putting this scheme of Free Prima~y Educa~ 
tion into full practice, whilst other Govern·· · 
ments in the Federation are still struggling 
tooth and nail to forge out tl).eir own way, but 
they fmcl it still much harder than holding 
the bull by the horns. 

Mr Speaker, Sir; before I wind . up my 
speech, it is my fervent prayer that long may 
we the Westerners live in · the glorious . 
sunshine of the good Government. of Action . 
Group, whose motto is "Life More Abuil­
dant". · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support: 
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Mr F. H. Utomi (Asaba: South-East)i Well, while we appreciate the sacrifices of 
I rise, Mr Speaker, to make my humble the Ministers, because we have always told 
observations on the speech from the Throne, the truth which you know of course is bitter­
by His Excellency, the Governor. ' well, we appreciate that . most of you are 

Chief}. E. Babatola: Point of propriety. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, in Asaba,. people don't 
wear the kind of dress-without singlet­
that the hon. Gentleman is wearing. 

Mr Deputy Speaker: I have never been to 
Asaba, but I hope those who have been to 
Asaba know what they wear there. I will 
allow the hon. Gentleman to continue his 
speech. (Sha1J1.e, shame). 

Mr Utomi: I have my respect for the 
Governor as an individual and I congratulate 
him for his personal successes, but I have 
reasons to criticise his Speech from the 
Throne for its unrealistic portions. and lip 
services to progress in the West~rn Region. 
It is simply the old formal routine policy 
speech. 

Starting from the austerity side, I would 
say that it is a disastrous plan to build up the 
we~lth of the Western Region at the expense 
of · the civil servants and the unfortunate 
Members of this House-the floor Members 
of the Western House of Assembly. 

' \veil, the : empioyees of the Western 
Region Civil Service have no channel of 
ventilating their feelings and, for the sake of 
the Opposition, they · have been cuddled; 

· otherwise. they could have agitated and made 
their grievances known to the public. Even 
though the Western· Region Government 
wishes to build up the wealth of the Western 

·Region, they want to do it at the expense of 
the" civil servants and the unfortunate Mem-
bers , of both sides - of the House. The 
.'\V' estern Region Government is very rash­
very rash indeed in its decisions, unlike the 
North, the East and the Federal Governments 
who failed to publish their details, making 
sure in their detailed job within the Govern­
ment circle about what would happen to 

· salaries and allowances. Well, you are not 
sincere on that side of the House. 

While we wish to be assiduous, we cannot 
forget to fatten the goose that lays the golden 
egg. If by your austerity measures you cut 
by 10 per cent the salaries o~ civil servants in 
the upper segments, you withdraw the 
allowances, you withdraw their basic 
allowance, how will they run the Civil 
Service for us? I know you Ministers there; 

. these· civil servants draft your speeches for 
. you which you say you read well. (Shouts of 
"Shame shame" fmm Opposition Benches). It 
is just like killing the goose that lays the 

: golden egg, 

making sacrifices. But while we will expect 
your salaries to be cut, . we would wish a 
kind of hu'mane touch to be applied on the 
allowance, - and that is the opinion of the 
Members of the Opposition side. So that 
while your own cars draw allowances high"er 
than the salary of · floor Members of the 
House you wish now to cut the basic al~owance 
of the Members of this ·· House-the floor 
Members of the House! ,_ · 

Mr C. I. Akere: You ,are living m the 
past. 

Mr Utomi: Well I am not living in the 
past. You ought to have watched 'the 
Governments of the East, the North and the 
Federal Government. Well, it is pretty 
certain that th'ere are disappointed elements 
who charged Members on this side of making 
certain pronouncements in the paper just as 
the one we had yesterday . . It was not done 
by anybody on this side of the . House. 
Hon. Members here put you in confidence 
just as we wish you to' have us in confidence. 

Well, our Western Region Government 
ought to have corked all avenues of waste. 
The money: in the past, our own money in 
the past-public revenue-was wasted. in 
global missions and helicopter campaigns­
(shame, shmiie)-and yet they failed the 
election. 

We come now to industrial problems, Mr 
Speaker, Sir. Here we charge the Govern­
ment of the Western Region for inefficiency 
and lack of foresight and for shirking its 
national responsibility and obligation to the 
people. The Government has failed to 
create opportunities for the employment of 
our teaming population of school children. 
The few industries it has are sited in Y oruba 
West to "absorb the children of the area to 
the exclusion of the children of the Midwest. 
They cannot deny that. In general, · Sir, 
opportunities for employment are limited, 
giving rise to teeming vagrants who commit 
atrocities without compunction-burglary, 
highway robbery, pick-pocketing, are fashions · 

_ in the W~st. 
I come to industry, Mr Speaker. · Indus­

·tries should be established by the Government 
on a divisional basis as in the progressive· 
East and the North. Read the speech of the 
Governor of the Eastern Region on the 
opening of the Eastern House of Assembly . 
All the industrie's ·were distributed on a 
divisional basis and they have always done 
it that way. Indu~tries should be estahlished 

' ' ' I 
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[Ml\ UTOMI] . maybe, the Opposition Benehcg· h11v~ ·becu 
· on a divisional basis, as in the Eastern Region, given sufil.cient lea':e to agree among them~ '· 
· to cope with the tense situation of un~ selves. I hope we can give no more time to 

employment in the West. them at this meeting. I hope that later on 

I come now to education. I must say 
outright, Sir, that the threat made sometime 
ago . by the Chief vVhip of the Government 
on voluntary agencies is regrettable and I feel 
he must have been corrected in their party 
meetings-and that is this. (Interruptions). 
I will tell you, Sir: the Methodist, the 
Anglican, the Catholics and such other 
Missionary bodies gave _ us ,an . organised 
education, christianised our people, and 
saved us from mental slavery-and superstition. 
If independent as we are, · we can treat the 
missionary bodies with scorn and contempt, 
and r,qpe them and their selfless work on the 
floor of this House, we might say of our 
Government "how unkind and sharp as a 
serpent's tooth it is to have a thankless child". 
Voluntary Agencies, for over a · century, 
when our colonial Government was planning 
administration, pillared and championed our 
cause in education. Even Members on the 
other side with junior Cambridge Certificates 
were brought up by the missionaries: even 
the Premier was brought up by the 
Methodists. 

The . Premier (Chief S. L. Akintola): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I think I have made my 
religious leaning very well known enough. 
The hon. Met'nber speaking ought to know 
that I was not brought up by the Methodists; 
I was brought up by the Baptists. 

Mr Utomi: Yes, ·by the Baptists, you 
were brought up by the Baptists! 

Chief Akintola: And that is why I always 
put on a singlet. (Laughter). · 

Mr Utomi: . The missionaries championed 
our cause in education and carried out 
evangelisation with monies raised by charity 
outside · Nigeria. Is this threat on theii· 
existence our gratitude? The threat is 
to strain and intensify their relations with 
their teacher devotees and school children. 
From where do we expect Voluntary Agency 
Missions to raise money other than Sunday 
penny collections, tithes and voluntary levies 
for religious propaganda and expansion? 

. Chief-Akintola: Mr Speaker, Sir, I think 
I understand that there are people .who feel 
bitter, disgusted and disappointed at the 
promotion o~ the han. Gentleman to the· 
F ront Bench. • 

. Mr Deputy Speaker: Order! Order! 
The question has been raised once, and, 

'1,;, • • • 

they will adjust among themselves. ' 

Mr V. I. Amadasun: I think Mr 
Speaker, Sir, that the Premier of the vV~stern 
Region is net authorised to speak on behalf of 
the Opposition. I know, Mr Speaker, .Sir 
that it is always his nature to flnd fault wher~ 
there is none. 

Mr Deputy Speaker: Order! Order ! 
You will agree that the hon. the Premier was · 
not here when the question was first raised.' 
(Interruptions). 

An Opposition Member: vVe h;ve n ot 
been allowed to speak. People on the 
Government side have spoken for ovet fen 
times, whilst we in the Opposition have not 
been given any opportunity. 

Mr Deputy Speaker: Order! Order ! 
I hope Members will strictly obs_erve Order 
29 (4). 

Mr Utomi: It is not the question of 
building Colleges . for training teachers · that 
matters but the attractive conditions . of 
service for them to stay permanently in the 
profession. -Thousands of teachers come out 
yearly from colleges, and thousands go away 
yearly from the profession. _ Our Govern~ 
ments of the Federation are · wicked to the 
teaching profession. Today, Sir, teachers 
have not a standard national scale; rather 
what we call teachers' scale is an interim 
measure scale. Any time there is a national 
n.:v1s1on of salaries for Civil Servants,­
teachers . are forgotten. (Interruptions). 
With this plight, the generat!on has a stable 
distaste for teaching, and all wish ·to run to 
the prosperous clerical field and the me.rcan~ 
tile H r..use. Signing of bonds by students 

· is not the solution in colleges; rather it makes 
them conscious of their social slavery and 
early exit from this boring low-scale profes­
sion. This ·age is materialistic, and teachers 
belong to the era: they will rear their children 
and live - happily and healthily; they have 
families ::tnd expect their children to take -
their positions in the scheme of things in the 
Federation. In general, they are disappoin­
ted. . In our Government, through our 
Minister of Education ~ho is a teache~, we' 
expect solace, but as soon as they are elevated, 
then they change their views and ·plan · the· 
humiliation ·of a professioi1 they pretend to 
be devoted to. 

I welcome the Government's idea· of 
having highly qualified non-graduate teachers 
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to man our . Teacher Training Colleges and 
Grammar Schools. These should be trusted 

· with education in this level but with their 
interest, devotion arid experience-devotion 
in poverty-they know the standard they 
expect so as not to fall below the par. Our 
Teacher Training Colleges and Grammar 

. Schools should, as quickly as pos~ible, be 
Nigerianiscd with · men of this school of 
thought, and the Government should be 
vocal on the particular issue of Nigerianisation 
of our Secondary Grammar Schools and 
Teacher Training Colleges. The worship 
of degr~es from . Toronto, China and Japan 
in the apse]"lte of professiomil training greatly 
affects standards. (Interruptions). 

. Our Government should not allow Volun.: 
tar)r Agencies to be tempted by allowing them 
to raise fees to cover up capital ana recurrent 
expenditure: the Government, I would say, 
contributes to this muddle and dishonesty 
which is now compressed against politicians . 
and Voluntary Agencies. They should give 
sufficient grants to Voluntary Agency Schools 

. and Colleges and control the expenditure. 
Government should audit the books of these 
Voluntary Agencies and see that they work 
in co-operation with the Government in the 

"': p'roper use of public funds . . Here I mean 
· hon~st use of our tax money. A threat by 

the . Government to take over Voluntary 
Agency Schools and Colleges does not arise, 

· · if only the Government would make close 
supervision on tax-payers' money granted to 
them. As to the increase in schools fees 
complained of by the parents and the public, 
we have very little to say, in that the report 
of the Coinmission appointed is not out 
.:...:.but I strongly advise . that Government 
ought,· all these ·· years, .to · have set a 
ceiling· in ·fees acceptable to the College 
authorities and parents, based on conditions 
as obtained in the Western Region. The 
people are poor with a poor earning capacity. 

Well, I yome to roads. Here, Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I must specifically comment on election 

. . roads in Asaba Division. Any time an 
election is looming, attempts at the ta!"ring of 
roads are made but when the elections are 
over,. a stop is made. Asaba Division is 

. spe::ially marked out by the Government for 
.. frustration in vital amenities. We want the 

· Asaba-Ibusa-Ogwashi-Uku-Umenede thirty­
four mile road to 'be completed, a portion of · 
which, though rugged, an apology of a tarred 
ro~d, has been made. It is a feeder road to 
Lagos-Asaba road. All the main towns of 
this Division are situated on this road. 
Asaba-Ogwashi-Uku- (interruptions). . Mr 

Speaker, Sir, in this connection, there is 
nothing that we have not done. We have 
prostrated to the Government, petitioned 
and sent delegates. It ·is because our 
Government is discriminating and vindictive j· 
but I feel that it is worthwhile persistently 
addressing it on this important matter. 
Votes have been made for Ogwashi-Uku­
Asaba-Issele-Uku; these. votes have been 
frozen yearly to keep the people down. 
Annies of water experts ·and surveyors have 
been sent to herald to the people that we 
were going to get water. Israeli, Japanese ~ 
and Swiss engineers, with. their rnaniinoth 
engines, visit us only ontl}e eve of elections. 
Once the· elections are over, they retreat. 
We have streams at Ogwashi-Uku which can 
be dammed and piped to Asaba' or Issele­
Uku; it will cost nothing that can be compared 
with our lives as citizens and tax-payers in 
Western Region, to treat this water. 

We come now to Industries, which have 
been given great publicity. When we speak 
of industries, Sir, we speak of discrimination. 
It appears that we hate the Y orubas as a race. 
Not so; the fact remains that no attempts are 
made for decentralisation of the industries or 
for their distribution on a divisional basis· 
all these industries with employment capacit~ 
are centred in Yoruba-land. We cahnot rest 
from criticising this Government. We can­
not rest. . Go to the East and see the spread 
of industries; .no division has any .. complaint . 
against the Government, even in the c:o.R. . 
State area where, inspite of sheer antipathy · 
for the NCNC, misunderstood as Ibo­
dominated, industries are more than in the 
Midwest. (Interruptions). 

Chi~( Odebiyi: Mr Speaker is the only ; 
capable person who can raise a Point of Order 
in this House about the seating arrange~ents 
of Members. . 

Mr Amadasun: The ,seating arrange­
ments ~or this side of the House is within my 
portfoli:o. / 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, I make 
, a request to this House to allow the Opposition 
. to agree among themselves. 

Mr Amadasun: We are not disagreeing 
Sir. 

Mr C. !. Akere: Point qf Order; Order 
27 (i): A Member shall not read his speech, · 
but he may read short extracts from books or 
papers in support of his argument, and may . · 
refresh his memory by reference to notes. 

Mr DeputY .. Speaker: I 'thought the 
hon. Gentl<;!man was referring to his notes. 
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But if he 1s reading, would he please only 
refer to his notes. (Cries of "Shame, shame" 
from Government Benches). 

Mr Utomi: Mr Speaker, Sir, the Mid­
west, particularly Asaba Division of it, is 
slighted and frustrated. ,Since 1939 when 
Ogwashi-Uku people started to demand 
industries that would help to give jobs to the 

. teeming population of school children in the 
Division, the Government of this Region has 
done nothing to help the · people. Last 
year,' Sir, an, area, about four miles square, 
was given to the Government for Farm 
Settlement by Ogwashi-Ulm people. After 
the formal o.fficial inspection, the project 
died there. When will the Government 
give its blessings to the project? 

Mr Speaker, we now come to Local 
Government. I want to say a few things 
about Local · Government which concerns a · 
Minister-the Minister of Looal Government. 
My people do not like the way in which he 
handled the matter of some Councils in the 
Midwest, particularly the Aniocha District , 
Council. You have heard several Members 
on this side of the House speaking on the 
dissolution of the Aniocha District Council. 
It is this point that I am going to speak about. 

Mr' I. A. Adelodun: On Point of Order, 
Order 33 (1) the Order reads: "Subject to 
paragraph (2) of this Ord~r, no Member shall 
be entitled to address the House or a 
Committee of the whole House for more than 
thirty minutes on any subject". (Interrup­
tions). 

Mr Dep:uty Speaker: Order, Order, 
I will give the hon. Gentlema:q. only one 
minute to finish his speech. 

. Mr Utomi: Mr Speaker, Sir, you are all 
aware :that Aniocha District Council and 
Asaba Divisional Council had been praised 
by this Government; but they were dissolved 
on political grounds. and since October 1959 
till today no elections have been held. 
(Interruptions). -

Mr Deputy Speaker: Order, Order: 
I am afraid, the hon. Gentleman's time is up. 

' Mr Utomi: I oppose this Order. 
' Mr Deputy Speaker: When a point of 

Order was raised when you were speaking, 
you should not have spoken after that, but 
I allowed you to speak for a minute. Your 
time is up. (Shouts of "Shame, shame" 
from Government Benches). 

Mr. J. A. Odutuga (Epe North): Mr 
Speaker Sir, I rise to support the Motion, for an 

humble Address of Thanks to His Excellency 
the .Governor for his Speech from the Throne. 

The speech which we were privileged to 
hear from His Excellency, is a brilliant one, 
covering all aspects of governmental activities, 
and points to the future plans Of the Govern­
ment in the field of development. 

The programme of road development ; nd 
strengthening of bridges began during the 
1960-65 Development period, which His 
Excellency referred to in his Speech, is a 
praiseworthy feat on the part of this Govern­
ment. Everywhere in the Region, there are 
evidences of this .development in the field · 
of roads and bridges. · But I should like to 
pray the Government to pay attention to 
the need of the people of Epe Division for 
the early construction of the Odogba\vojo 
to Itokin road which will reduce the existing 
distance between Epe and Lagos . by thirty 
mdes. There is. no doubt, that, if imple­
mented, this road will brighten up the 
commercial life of the areas through which 
it will run. I should also like' to pray the 
Government . for the construction of the 
Igboye to I tele road. 

Mr Speaker; Sir, it is necessary for m e to 
invite the Government to look into the state 
of affairs in Epe Division. Before doing so, 
I should like to express my thanks, and those 
of the people I represent in this House, for 
the installation of electricity at Epe, which 
the hon. Premier very kindly opened for us 
a short time ago. (Applause). It now 
remains for street lights to be extended to the 
Marina at Epe and for arrangements' to be· 
made to get electricity tapped in certain 
villages in Eredo district, through which the 
mains pass, such as Pobuna Teacher Training . 
College at Poka and Nazareth College, 
Ibonwon. This is a matter of erecting a few 
poles. Likewise, I pray the Government to 
extend electricity to Ejinrin which is seven­
teen ·miles from Ijebu-Ode, and to Ikosi 
which is nineteen miles from Ik"orodu .. 

Epe Division is.rather backward and life is 
generally dull. Apart from the Boat Yard 
which employs a handful of people, there are 
no avenues of employment. $uch is the 
state of affairs in the Region's most peaceful 
area. Urgent attention is required on the 
construction of the Epe · Water Supply 
Scheme, and it is necessary to provide Eredo 
District with supply, in order to amel1orate 
the sufferings of the people.· · 

Apart fr.om electricity and water supplies, 
the people of Epe Division desire to have a 
share in the various development proj ec~s . 
now going on in 'the Region: for examp,le, 
the Farm Settlement Scheme, Technical . 
Education, and so on. 
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· [MR Oou-ruGA] such cities or towns will only get their imme-
.. I am not unaware that the resources of the diate families employed. . 
Government are limited; even so, a fair And now, Sir, with these few corrunents. I 
distribution of the available resources will beg .to support. 
give my people greater confidence m. the 
Government. Mr F. Osuhor (Asaba South-West): I 

As I said earlier, we are grateful to this thank the Speaker for having accorded me. 
Goye1"nment for what it has done for us so - this opportunity to say a ~ew words in 
far. connection .with the Speech from the 'Throne. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. In fact, I have not much to say, but I must 

Mr M. 0. Ijie (Ishan West Central): 
In supporting the Motion of Thanks for His 
Excellency's Speech from the Throne, I ne_ed 
not recount all the good works of this Action 

· Group Government of Western Nigeria; 
)Jut suffice it to . say that this Government is 
the best in the whole of the Federation of 
Nigeria. I say this . because of its past, 
present and future development programmes. 

This Government is the nwse democratic 
and liberal, in that it thinks of the cities and 
towns as well as the most remote villages and 
hamlets of the Region by way of providing 
amenities. Take, for instance, the rural 
·water supply. vVe all agree that, of all the 
earth's tr~asures, good water is the n1.ost 
valuable. Go to Ishan Division today; you 
will actually see for yourself ·what this Action 
Group Government has done. Every nook 
and corner has been Sl,lppJied with pine-borne 
wat~r; excepting very few villages like Elm 
Ojima, Sughcun, · Udomi, Ebudin and 
Idumoza. · And as the Ishan stage II water 
scheme is in progress now, I wish this 
Government to extend the water to those 
places. 

Mr Speaker, · Sir, the , Governor has 
carefully stated how this Government will 
continue to clear all sorts of diseases. You 
all know that yaws was the most deadly 
disease in Ishan and other Divisions in the 
country. My own face, with these beautiful 
scars, shows that we had actually suffered 
from that disease-terrible yaws. But today 
there is no single child or person suffering 
from this dangerous disease. And this is the 
work of the Government of this Region. 

No-\v Sir, Ishans live in scattered towns and 
villages and, to facilitate health services, we 
pray the Government to give us another 

. hospital, maternity centres and · dispensaries, 
'nrid ·the Government should expedite the 
opening of the first-class hospital built at 
Uromi. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I want this good Govern­
ment · to think of rural industries very 
seriously to enable our children leaving 
schools to get employment. Industries in 
cities or towns do not benefit the people in 
the rural areas, as the so-called ''big guns" in 

deliver the message given me by my constit­
uency to this .honourable House. 

,· 0 

Well a proverb has it that "difficulties 
successfully overcome give infinite pleasure 
to a 1nan". 

Now, according to the Speech from the 
Throne, the Governor said that every area 
should be supplied with water. Now for 
many years, we people in Ika District in 
Asaba Division have clamoured for water. 
We still drink red-coal, tasteful water, and 
that is a shame to the Action Group Govern­
ment. (Interruptions from Government 
Benches). However, as far as this question 
of water is concerned, I brought a sample 
here, but the Minister of Health-(Interrup- · 
tions from Government Benches) said that 
they were checking diseases in the area. How 
can you ·check diseases when people still 
drink rain water collected. in pits dug along · 
the roads? That is what we drink in our 
area. Those who travel ' that way can bear 
me out in this . statement. (Interruptions 
from Government Benches). 

In this honourable House people talk of 
industries< agriculture and 'Others. -If a man 
has no water to drink how can he think of 
other things? And this ' Govern_ment has 
the impunity, the courage, of coming to this 
honourable House to say that they have · 
surplus balances when we are suffering there 
of thirst! The Government should remem­
ber that to give those who are thirsty water 
to drink is one of the proper works of mercy, 
so I implore the Government to give us . 
water to drink. If you do not give us any 
i:1.dustry, give us water to drink. 

Education.-Now we talk of education. 
In Ika area there is only one Secondary 

. School which is in its infancy, and that is Ika 
Grammar School situated at Agbor:· Now, 
according to the Governor's Speech-(Inter­
ruptions)-:i.t is . stated that · children 

.. should be allowed to attend secondary 
grammar schools in their own homes. I 
wonder how a child can go over fifteen miles 
to attend a secondary grammar school when 
\Ve have only one secondary grammar school 
at Agbor, a distance of about twenty to 
twenty-five miles from the neighbouring 
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. clans? I wish the Minister · of Education to 
take a serious note of this, and to establish 
two m~re secondary grammar schools dui-ing 
the current year. (Government Beizches: 
Where at Agbor? In Ilm District area. 

Accor.ding to the Governor's .. Speech, he 
appealed to us all to maintain peace. Well, 
we of this side of this House usually maintain 
peace. (Hear, hear). I do not blame the 
top notchers of the Action Group because 
·they just sit down here enjoying life whereas 
their people, their own partymen in other 
areas do anything they like. (Interruptions 
from Government Benches). Yes, they do 
anything they like; that is, arresting people 
without their committing any offences~i.e., 
the NCNC supporters. 

When we talk of these things here they will 
not believe us because ,they. do not wit'ness 
what is going on in our area and other areas. 
(Interruptions). Please do not disturb me. 
(Opposition Benches: Go on, do not mind 
them!). I started , making speeches before 
winning election into this House. I do not 
think you can make a speech more than I can 
do. You just listen. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I remember some Minis­
ters going to their constituencies. (Shame, 
shame). 

Mr Speaker: Order! Order! 

A Member from the Government 
Benches: Mr Speaker, Point of Order. 
Rule' 27, section (1), which reads: 

"A Member shall confine his observations 
fo the subject under discussion". 

The fact that Action Group Members are 
arresting people and sending them to prison 
has nothing to do with this. 

Mr Speaker: Order! Order! Well, at 
this juncture, I would rather observe that 
under the Speech from the Tl~rone, Members 
have the right to cover a very wide ground. 
(Interruptiom). 

Mr Osuhor: Mr Speaker, Sir, I crave 
the indulgence of the Minister concerned 
to investigate this point, that is, to go to the 
Midwest Area and find out whether their 
Ministers go there to tell their local party 
men .to victimise their NCNC supporters. 
I quote an example: During the last Local 
Government Elections, one Minister from 
the Midwest-(Interruptions from Govern­
ment Benches: "Which Minister?"-went to 
his constituency and told his party men to 
use Customary Courts and Tax Assessment 
Committees to victimise NCNC supporters. 

(Shame, shame). The Minister said 'that 
they should· use that weapon on NCNC 
supporters. (Interruptions). Instead . of · 
inflicting punishment on people who have 
not been able to pay their tax-well, they 
have been sent to jail without . any Option of 
fine which is contrary to the Income Tax 
Law. (Interrupti:ons). 

Whatever I say here, Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I believe that in this honourable House and 
as far as age is concerned, I do not think 
that there are more than five persons who 
are older tha,n: myself here. So I · do not 
come here to tell you lies; I just tell ym,1 what 
really happened. (Government Bwches: 
"The Premier himself is Junior to J. ou by five 
years!) (Laughter}. 

Austerity Measures.-In fact, if the Govern­
ment, the Action Group Government, has 
been sincere or listening carefully, or ' has 
taken advice from the Opposition, the 
question of austerity measures would not 
have come in; I mean in this West.er,n 
Region.· · ·• 

Since the attainment of self- government 
in the Western Region, ·we have been 
warning the Government not to go 
very fast in expenditure, i.e., getting money 
into their pockets, not voting money for 
industries or for edt.lcation. We warned them 
when they started to preach "life more 
abundant". We warned them, but what is 
the result now? Just a few years, Govern­
ment has gone bankrupt. 

Mr Speaker: I would not have rt:corded . 
that the Government is bankrupt . . (Interrup- , · 
tions from · Government Benche~: 'Withdraw, 
zuithdrazu). · 

Mr Osuhor: Mr Speaker, Sir, now I 
have reason for using the word "bankrupt". 
I do~ not say that the Government has gone 
bankrupt, but that.it has got to go bankrupt. 
\Nell austerity measures have-(Interruptions 
from the Government Benches). 

The Premier (Chief S. L. Akintola): 
Point of order. That is the main reason why 
Asaba has not got water: because we have no 
mopey. He knows. I think you should tel! 
·your people at Asaba. (Laughter and applause 
from the Governmen.t Benches). 

Mr Osuhor: Mr Speaker, Sir, well, in 
other Regions of the Federation of Nigeria 
only the. Western Region-(In{erruption)­
has gone so far to abolish basi'c allowances to 
Ministers and other Parliamentarians . . In 
Eastern Region, in the Northern Region, and 
in the Federal territory, the . basic· allow,.. 
ances are still being paid (Government · 

·~· 
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Benches: Go there). Well, this shows that 

. the Goveniment should be very careful in 
how they spend our money-- -the money is 
not for themselves alone, the money is for. us 
nll. .I sec no reason wh;y they should spend 
extravagantly. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, as I said earlier, my 
people requi.re water. We have got one 
hospital at Agbor; we can . use that at the 
moment. I do not want. to request for im­
possibilities from the Government. If I do 
so, that is just making a jest of myself. But 
I have appealed to the Minister of Works to 
give us water and, the Minister of Education 
to give us secondary grammar schools because 
secondary education is very remote in our 
area. · 

\iVith these few remarks, I have to support 
the l\1otion on the Governor's Speech. 

Mr D. 0. Orowole (Iwo West II): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, 1 rise to support the Motion 

· n1.oved on the Speech made from the Throne, 
the Speech which His Excellency, Sir Adesoji 
A.dc'i:emi, the Oni of lfe and the Governor of 
.Western Nigeria, addressed to the hon. 
M embers of the House of ·Chiefs and of 
Assembly. 

. The Speech from the Throne has given us 
a vast comprehensive review of Government 
activities within the shQ'rt period of time. 

· Mr Speaker, Sir, His Excellency the 
Governor, Sir Adesoji Aderemi, t,he Oni of 
Ife, SJ)oke about the development which his 
Govern!nent had made for the· people of this 
Region: Mr Speaker, -Sir, His Excellency 
the Governor, Sir Adesoji Aderemi, the Oni 
of Ife, also mentioned in his Speech that a 

· large _sum of money had already been voted 
for the great improvement of this Region. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, His . Excellency the 
Governor, the Oni of Ife, in his Speech from 
the Throne, had already mentioned the 
gigantic Plan 'which he and his Government 
already made so as to improve the Midwest 
area more. 

_M r Speaker, Sir, I must not forget to 
perform my duties as an hon. Member for 
I wo West II Constituency in delivering the 
message of congratulation to this · above 
Government for the rapid development 
already. awarded to the people of I wo and 
District. Mr Speaker, Sir, in fairness to the 
Government of the Region, I seize this 
opportunity to warn every · hon. ·Member, 
be he from I wo Township or · from I wo 
District, never to come to the floor · of this 
honourable House and vilify the Govern~ 
ment. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the people of Iwo and 
District have realised the innumerable 
amenities already , given by this Govern­
ment. Out qf the number of amenities 
given to the people of Iwo and District by 
this Western · Government, Ilcigbo is fully 
benefitecl. Mr Speaker, Sir,. I · can only 
say this Sir, so as to make it look fresh -· 
in the mind of the Government as regards 
matters of a Dispensary and Maternity 
Centre which is to be opened at Agbesile, 
Iwo District. --This was, at one· time tabled, 
before the hon. Minister J. Ola Adib:run, 
former Minister of Health ' and Social 
\iVelfare, on one of his official tours to Iwo 
District C~mncil in the year 1960. Since 
that time ·the people of my constituency 
have been looking towards the opening of a 
Dispensary and Maternity Centre for the 
use of the people' of the area. Mr Speaker, 
Sir, if this is done it will be much glorious 
to the Government of this Region. 

Furthermore, Sir, I would also like the 
Minister of Works and Transport to' re­
commend the remaining' road yet untarred 
from I wo General Hospital to Ileigbo to be 
tarred in due course, for the people' of 
Ileigbo are nice people to the Government of 
the Region. Only 'one hon. Member who 
comes from Ileigbo is just beating around the 
bush so that they might be ready to lose their 
votes which is in their hands for the second 
time. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I would also like to 
remind the present Minister of Trade and 
Industry to ·. add · more to his laurels by 
being vigilant about the prices of cocoa. 
this year. Mr Speaker, Sir, this is the only 
thing for which farmers of this Region 
regard the Government, and it will be much 
glorious if the Minister of Trade and Industry 
could see to the raising up of the prices of 
cr:>coa this year. This should be done, . for 
the price of nearly every article has been 
increased in the Region and, as such, I have 
seen no reason why the prices of cocoa ·should 
n0t be increased. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr E. n·. Arowojolu (Okitipupa South~ 
East): Mr Speaker, Sir, · in supporting this 
Motion of Thanks to the Governor for his 
Speech from the Throne, I beg leave to 
make a few comments. The Speech from 
the Throne revealed to this House the 
concrete plan the Government had prepared 
for the development of the Region. 

Last year, . a Parliamentary delegation of 
this House·-rwent to Ikeja, Abeokuta and 
Agege to see the Industrial Estate at Ikeja, 
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the Farm Project at Agege, and the Cement 
Factory at Ewekoro in Abeokuta Province. 
All right and honest thinking people in this 
Region will agree with me that the Govern­
ment deserves commendation for establishing 
such industries to solve tlw, problem of 
unemployment. · 

In the Speech from the . Throne, Sir, the 
Governor said that special efforts would be 
made ··during the year to establish industries 
de~igned for the processing of our raw 
materials such as cocoa and palm kernels. I 
appeal to ·the Government to establish thaf 
of palm kernels in Okitipupa South-East, 
because the area is the largest producer of 
kernels. By so doing, Sir, thousands of 
school leavers who are roaming about in the 
area today will ·have something to lay their 
hands upon. It is .a common saying by the 
people in the rural areas that Gov:emment 
al~ays forgets them when distributing ameni­
ties. The members of the Industrial Promo­
tions Commission should include people from 
the rural areas to give local advice. Undo is 
the largest producer of cocoa in the Region; 
therefore the cocoa industry should be set up 
in Ondo Province. . 

The Government of West'em Nigeria 
has improved the condition -of roads in the 
Region. · Many roads were tarred and new 
ones were constructed. I have travelled 
all ove_r the whole Federation; the roads in 
Western Nigeria are the best. Tlus shows 
that the Government has the interest of the 
people at heart. Willie other people in the 
Region enjoy good roads and other modem 
amenities, my constituency has not been 
considered for any. Not even one yard of 
the roads in my constituency is tarred. The 
Ministers from the various 'Ministries will 
do well to come to my constituency to see 
what life is like in the area. They will be 
shocked to see the poor condition in which · 
my people live. Roads in the area have 
been . in· the mQst deplorable condition. I 
a_ppeal to all Ministers to visit this area; by 
so doing they 'Yould be able to see the poor 
roads and see that. there is a complete absence 
of modern amenities. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I c11nnot but express my 
gratitude · to the Minister of Works and 
Transport for ' voting £200,000 for the 
Shabomi Igbotu embarkment last year. I 
have seen his efforts in seeing that the work 
is done. But up till now nothing has been 
done. I appeal to him to be kind enough to 

· see that the work is completed without 
· further delay. I appeal to the Minister of 
Works and Transport to tar Irele-Akotogbo 

and Igbotu-Igbekebo roads so that we may 
enjoy good roads which people in other 
parts of the Region do enjoy. 

It is the policy. of the Government to 
extend medical. facilities to all corners of the 
Region so that everybody may enjoy life 
more abundant. Medical and health fa'cili- · 
ties should be extended to all rural areas in 
the Region, especially to my constituency. 
Because of the geographical condition of the 

· area, we need three . Health Centres ·: one in . 
Ijaw Apoi, one in Benin Confederation, and­
the other at Arogbo, to cater for the ·health 
of the people. . If the Minister _of Health 
will be good enough to tour this area, he 
would see the necessity for having three · 
Rural Health Centres. Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
time has come for the Government of this 
Region to pay more attention to the develop­
ment of the rural areas. The Government · 
concentrates too much attention.- to the 
development of the towris which have already 
been developed. This _ attitude shoulcj. be 
changed. · · 

I appeal to the Government to extend 
water ·supply and electricity 'to Okitipupa · 
Division. The introduction of the Pilot 
Scheme, which has be~n proved successful at 
Jjero and Badagry, will make the supply of 
electricity possible in the area. I appeal to, · 
the Government to put Okitipupa Division 
on a priority list for the supply of water and 
electricity. 

I cannot but thank the Minister of Local · ' 
Government for setting up an enquiry into 
chieftaincy affairs in Okitipupa North. If 
we are to maintain the institution of chief­
taincy and uphold the honour and dignity 
attached to the traditional position of our 

· Obas and Chiefs, Government ·should do 
something to put a stop to those Olojas and 
Bales v-~ :ho· call · themselves Obas. I have 
never heard how a Bale can be equal to an 
Oba; a paramount Chief. Bale is not a 
traditional title. Anybody can beco.me a 
Bale of a place. Therefore, for a common 
Bale to say that he wants to share the president­
ship of a Council with Obas because of the 
present local governrn.'ent set ..:up is an insult 
to all Obas in the Region. I appeal to all 
Obas during the forthcoming Conference of 
Obas and Chiefs to view this matter with 

· seriousness an d to take a b o 1 d stand 
about it. In Okitipupa Division, we have 
only six paramount Ol3as: the Abodi of !kale, 
the Olugbo of Ugbo; the Omapetu of Mahin, 
the Kalasuwe of Ijaw-Apoi, the Ahaba of 
Ajagba Benin Confederation and -the 
Agadagba of Arogbo. These are the. tradi­
tional members of the Divisional Council. 
For any Oloja or Bale to say that he is equal to 
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"any of these paramount rulers is an insu'lt to 
nll Oba·s. I have due · respect for tradition 
and, as such, I · appeal to the Government to 
put these petty chiefs in their proper places. 
(Cheers from Opposition Benches) .. 

. Mr Speaker Sir, it is needless for me to say 
the importance of town planning in the 
present Nigeriil. I appeal to the Minister 
of Lat1ds and Housing to set up a town 
planning authority in Okitipupa, as has been 
done in. other important towns in the Region. 

l\·1r Speaker Sir, I want to say someth!ng 
about football pools. We have been having 
about . six or seven pools in lbadan. The 
first week that Palace Pools was set up, it 
realised about £18,000 but, due to avarice, 
the Company has now folded up. I will 
advis~ Government to see that it sets up its 
own pools business. · 

· Opposition Benches: The Government 
· caniiot set up its own ·pools business. 

Mr Arowojolu: Illicit gin Sir. J have 
heard from reliable sources that no law 
forbids the selling and drinking of illicit gin 
iri 'Western Nigeria. (Interruptions). I think 
a law must be made about this. 

Mr Deputy ~pealter: If there was no 
law wohibiting illicit gin it would not be 
called illicit. (Laughter). · 

Government · Bench: Point of informa­
tion. Thousands of . people are being 
committed for the selling or buying · of illicit 
gin, and it was by sheer good luck that my 
bon. Friend from Ibadan (pointing to Opposi­
tion Benches) escaped punishment. (Laughter). 

· Mr Arow~jolu: I would appeal to the 
Government to aid our people in Okitipupa 
Division. I would want the p-remier and 

· the -l'Vlinisters to come to our area. 

Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr Deputy Speaker: I suppose, at this 
juncture, we ought to have a break of about 
ten minutes. I am making an appeal to 
Members to come back and form a quorum 
so that we may .continue business .. 

Sitting suspended at 10.03 p.m. 

· $itting resumed at 10.18 p.m. 

· Mr T. E. Elushade (I~e Town South): 
Mr Speaker, Sir ...... 

An Opposition Member: Point of 
order. Order No, 6 (1). I do not think we 

have formed· a quorum. In addition to Mr 
Speaker, we 1J1USt be more than twenty-five. 

Mr Deputy Speaker: .The Standing __ 
Order being quoted by the hon. Gentleman 
is an old one. We have a new Order, and 
with the new Order the quorum is twenty-one. 

(Government Benches: Sliame, shame). . .. ~ 

Mr Elushade: Mr Speaker Sir, I rise 
to support the Motion for an Address of 
Thanks to be presented to His Excellency 
the Governor for the Speech from the Thron~, 
ably moved by my learned and bon. Friend, 
the .. Government Chief Whip and Member 
for · Egba East Rural. (Interruptions). 
(Government Bench: Point of correction). 
(Opposition Benches: What correction? You 
are from the rural district f) · 

In supporting this Motion, I have a few 
remarks to make. It ·is an admitted fact 
that the Speech from ·. the Throne is a 
monarchial Speech delivered to citizen,s of 
this Region on the opening of a new Session 
of Parliament and which, by convention, 
is unchallengeable and, therefore, must be 
acceptable to all. · 

At this juncture, first and foremost, I have 
to correct the damaging remarks made by my 
learned and hon. Friend, the Government 
Chief Whip; about the role of the Voluntary 
Agencies in the field of education· in this 
country. From the dawn of this century 
up to a few years ago, when this country was 
a colonial dependency, the role of the Volun­
tary Agencies, especially the Missionaries, 
in promoting Primary, Secondary and Teacher 
Training education in this country, and 
especially in this Region, could not be under­
rated. In this respect, looking through 
the length and breadth of this Region today, 
almqs.t everybody who is a leader, either in 
this_honourable House or outside it, is today 
inwardly grateful to one or the other of these . 
lVIissionaries as his educational benefactor. 
I say with all respect that if my honourable 
and learned Friend. is not a, product of 
Voluntary Agency schools, everybody will 
bear me out that the hon. the Premier of this 
Region is a product of l\1issionary schools. 
Personally I have nothing but good words for 
them. It will not be correct, therefore, ·for 
anyone to say that the Ajayi Commission was 
set up purposely to 'check their profiteering 
proclivities. I disagree. (Interruptions). 

Austerity Measures.-Austerity measures 
have been described in the Speech from the 
Throne as . "prosperity through austerity". 
For upwards of 10 to 11 years, the Action 
Group Government has consistently asserted 
that this Region is richer than any other part 

~ 

r 
r 
s 
tl 
11 

a 
11 

b 
A 
s1 
c 
tr 
sc 

~ · . 

' . ·, 
' • ~-~ 



273 Motionfor 4TH APRIL, 1962 an Address 274 

(MR ELUSHADE] 

of the Federation- first in everything. This . 
was a period when life was more abundant 
for the few. We now face austerity measures. 
One is constrained to ask this Government, 
where is the life more abundant of yesteryears? 
What has become of the colossal sums of 
money · ranging between 40 to 50 million 
pounds (£40,000,000 to £50,000,000) inherited 
from the old Marketing Board. About 7 ~­
per cerit of thi~ money was intended for 
research; 22! per cent was intended for 
giving loans to farmers; what becomes of the 
remaining 70 per cent? It is common 
knowledge that, up to date, less than £500,000 
have been loaned to farmers. 

If the Government had foresig~1t, it ought 
to have seen the red light, at least a year 
before . now the Government was running 
to the verge of bankruptcy; the Government 
either . did not foresee this or recklessly 
neglected to . heed . the warning. · As a 
result, the Region's funds have been ~otally 
wasted. 

The position of the Government of this 
Region to these funds is analogous to that of 
a trustee to a trust fund. In spending this 
money recklessly the Government has totally 
failed to exercise what is known in the law· of 
trusts as "execta diligentia", that is, "as much 
diligence as a prudent man of business would 
exercise in dealing with his own private 
affairs". 

.. 
Everybody in this Region has been lulled 

into a false sense of economic security. 
Fantastic allowances have been paid to 

· Ministers ·and Parliamentary Secretaries · 
between £840 and £1,000 per annum, apart ' 
from mileage allowances which at the rate of . 
_1s 3d per mile could be any amount every 
month. Me-re Ministers than necessary have 
been appointed ro boost the prestige of the 
Action Group party without due regard to 
the economy of the Region. I am at a loss 
to know the reason why Ministers must be 
appdinted from every Division. The only 
reason is that the party in power mtist have a 
principal organising secretary in every divi­
sion in the guise of ·a Minister. Not quite 
three years ago Her M:~jcsty's first Minister 
in this Region received as much as £800 pet 
annum, with retrospective e·ffect, for living 

· in his own house. · Hues and cry were raised 
by the Opposition against this ·move; but the · 
Action Group Government ' used the big 
stick of Government majority to silence the 
Opposition. All these iniquities were perpe­
trated within a decade . of attaining internal 
self-government. · 

With due reference to all my hon. and 
learned Friends in this august Assembly,_ 
I say that this is a flagrant breach of trust. 
If it is not, I stand to be corrected. 

In . the interest of this community, I say, 
with all responsibility, that this is a period 
of national emergency and no sacrifice will be 
too great to meet the demands of the t!rne. 
Development plans must be tackled with 
serious determination; jobs must be provided 
for our young school leavers roaming about 
for employment. - Last but not the least 
this Action Group Government, 1n spite of 
her breach of trust, must be saved from 
bankruptcy. 

Universal Primary Education.- Our . Uni­
Vl!rsal ·Primary Education, termed "Awolowo" 
is now outmoded and should be scrapped. 
It is the most inferior type of educati9n in the 
whole Federation. I cannot see the logic of 
spending millions of pounds a year on a type 
of education whose recipients can hardly be 
able to write their names correctly after a 
period of six , years. How many Ministers 
send their children to these schools. (Govern~ 
ment Benches: Where?) This is a subtle 
attempt by this group of people to constitute 
themselves into a class. 

The yovernment has copied slavishly the 
types of education only suitable to highly 
inuustrialised countries where semi-illiterates 

. can be employed as artisans and factory hands. 
As a result of planlessness our educational 
system is quite unrelated to the needs of the 
country, and the Government should have · 
the courage to scrap it and adopt a system · 
suitable to our needs. 

University oL Jje.-Reference has been 
made to the University of Ife in the Speech 
from the Throne. Whilst I am very happy 
that this Institution of higher learning is 
sited in my town, it ·appears that the work 
on the site is being unduly delayed. Up 

· till now, nothing has been paid by way of 
compensation to the farmers whose crops 
were destroyed on the site. The hon. 
lVIinister of Education will bear me out. 

Governnient 'General Hospital.-As far back 
as 1956, the inhabitants of Ife Division have 
been promised. a Government General Hospi-
tal. Up till now, the h,ospital has not been 
completed and opened for service. Is the 
reason for this due to lack of drugs or dearth 
of medical officers? If it is due to the 
latter, may I suggest to the Government that 
my cousin on the opposite side, the -hon . . 
the Minister of Chieftaincy Affairs, can be 
better usefully employed in that hospital th:m · • 
keeping him ·among dusty files at Ibadan 'to"· 
arbitrate over chieftaincy disputes? 
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Mr Speaker: I · am afraid the hon. Undertaking, the extension . of pipe-borne 
Gentleman's time is up. (Shouts of "sit water, which has definitely, cost the Govern- . 
down, sit down" from Government Benches). ment almost £200,000; the tarring of 

Erunwon-Isonyin roads; the building of . 
Mr Elushade: Then Mr Speaker, I beg trade ·centre, dispensaries and maternity 

to support. centres, and more grants for both the Grammar 

M1· ;M. A. Fetuga (I jehu Central East): 
l\llr Speaker, Sir, I rise to associate myself 
with thos.e Members who support the Motion 

Schools · and Teacher Training Colleges. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, may I respectfully say that 
all these are warmly appreciated. 

to present an Address of thanks to His Sir, there are some areas in my constituency 
Excellency Sir Adesoji Aderemi, K.C.M.G., which are still ~in dire need of the Govern­
ICB.E., ·Governor of Western Nigeria, for the ment's help. Some of these areas are 
Speech which was ably delivered ·to both lacking in the provision of good roads and 
Houses on the 28th March, 1962. some are in dire need of good water. Mr 
": ·Mr. Speaker, Sit:, I regard the Speech as the Speaker, I would most respectfully· appeal 
best .of all the Speeches from the Throne to the Government that since the new water 
throughout the whole Federation of Nigeria .. engine~ w~~ch vr.;ill generate the Yemoji water 
lVIr Speaker, I have been privileged to have . extensiOn scheme are so powerful so as to 

· read Speeches which were delivered by the s~pply wate~ t<? all are~s covered by the 
Governors of other Regions in the Federation IJebu-Ode Distnct Council, the G.overnmelft 
of Nigeria, and I have also read that they have sho~ld plea.se supply them. :VIth wat.er, · 
all been presented with Addresses of Thanks. particularly m Ile~e, ~ecause It IS the pol~cy 
Sir for this reason I have come to the ~f the Western Nigena Government to g1ve . 
co~clusion that if these Speeches of other hfe more abundant to everybody. (Hear,: 
Regions were considered for any thanks at all, hear). . ' 
we ; in this ·honourable House must present Another issue which has been agitating my 
to Sir Adesoji Aderemi a superfluous and mind is the shortage of surgical specialists 
exceptional Address of Thanks. in the service of the .Government of the 

. Mr Speaker, I have wisely gone through 
last year's Governor's Speech and have 
discovered that all promises made by the 
Governor were being· covered, and as such 
I have my hundred per cent belief that the 
assurance just given at this Budget Session 
will surely be fulfilled. M·r Speaker, Sir, 

· I. will at this juncture remind the Opposition 
. Members of some of the promises made last 

;year by the Government which the Govern­
ment has since fulfilled. We all now believe 
that there was intensification of agricultural 
projects since last year; there were also more 
educational facilities; there were more 
hospitals; we have since been given more 
technical and trade centres throughout the 
Region; peasants have received help from the 
Government; and many people from all parts 
of the Region have been given advances by 
the Housing Corporation to build houses. 
From all these, I say,. with all sincerity, that 
the Government of the Western Region, 
which is controlled by the able party, the 
Action Group of Nigeria, is the most stable 
Government 'in the Federation of Nigeria-'" 
(hear, hear)-and should be praised for its 

. stability. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, it would appear to every­
body 9:s most ungrateful' on my part anCi my 
people if I fail to shmv our gratitude to the 
Government for what it has been able to 
provide for us, such as Ijebu-Ode Electricity 

. . 

Region. I will say, in the. interest of the' 
public, that many patients have died in the 
hospitals because of unsuccessful.operations, 
whereas if such operations had been . carried 

'out by surgeons many of those operated upon 
might have survived. I would advise that 
-if we cannot have enough of them in Nigeria, 
the Minister of Health and Social Welfare 
should go abroad to recruit surgical spe~ialists . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, with these remarks I 
respectfully beg t'o support. r • 

Alhaji A. L. Adenekan (Egba Central II): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the Motion 
of thanks to His Excellency the Governor for 
his speech from the Throne, and to congra­
tulate this Government on the well-thought­
out plans for the educational, social and 
economic development of Western Region. 

Sir, the popularity of any good Government 
depends mostly on the implementation of its 
promises. In this connection, the Action 
Group Government of this Region is exemp­
lary and worthy of emulation. 

It will be unfair if I forget to point out the 
recent inclusion of womeri on . the ·local 
government councils in this Region. My 
constituents ' express their thanks to the 
Government. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I shall ask for your. 
indulgence to pay more tribute to the 
performances of our Ministers in the Region . 
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(Hear, hear). I must first of all, congratulate 
.. them for their faithful, honest and conscien­

tious services rendered to the tax-payers of 
· this Region. . 

Much credit has been give~ to this Govern­
. ment which has contim,ICd ·to enjoy the 

confidence of . the people, because it never 
loses sight of its stewardship to the electorates. 

Mr A. Adisa: Point of order, Sir, 
Order 27 (1): Members shall not read their 
speeches. I do not know whether the hon. 
Member is reading his speech or just refresh­
ing his memory. 

Mr Speaker: An hon. Member wanted 
to know whether the hon. Gentleman was 
refreshing his memory. . I think he was 
refreshing his memory. (Shouts of "Shame, 
shame" from Government Benches). 

Alhaji Adenekan: Mr Speaker, coming 
to the question of health, I have to register 
the appreciation of the people of Abeokuta to 
the. Ministry of Health and Social 'welfare for 
giving · my Division dispensaries, maternity 
'homes and for the completion of the new out­
patient" block. Mr Speaker, the people- of 
Abeokuta, that historical town, have realised 
the advantages of medical health services, and 
I am appealing on behalf of my people to 
provide Abeokuta with a modern. and up-to­
date hospital, a radiographer, a radiologist, 
more medical officers and nurses. 

Sir, I beg to report to the Government that 
;there are available acreages of land freely 
available at Abeokuta for any i~dustry (Hear, 
hear). · 

. With these few observations, I beg to 
support. 

Mr. C. 0. Olamigoke (Okitipupa North­
East): Mr Speaker, Sir, l ' rise to support 
the Motion for an humble Address to His 
Excellency, Sir Adesoji. Aderemi, Governor 
of vVestern Nigeria, for his Speech from the 
Throne, and in doing so, Sir, I like to make 
a few remarks. 

First and foremost, I should like to mention 
that my own Division, Okitipupa, has been 
neglected by the Regional Government. 
Some of the Members of this honourable 
House, particularly two hon. Members on 
the other side, must be ash,amed of themselves 
because . one of them ran home the other 
time to tell his people that the road from 

. Okitipupa to his home-town-lgbekedo which 
is four times the size of Ikenne would be 
tarred. As a matter of fact it was in the 
1961'-62 Estimates and the people were very 

happy and they voted him in. Now, up to 
the present moment, the road has not been 
tarred. And another hon. Member left this 
side to the other side on the pretext that 
he wanted the Shabomi-Igbotu embarkment 
COJ?-Structed. The project was in last year's 
Estimates but nothing was done about it. 

I have to commend the efforts of the . 
Government over the impending population 
census scheduled to take pl~ce in May this 
year. But I want also to advise the Govern- . 
ment not to concentrate their attention on 
big towns• alone; they must create more 
census centres in the rural areas, particularly, 
in areas where means of transport is difficult. 
It· is not too late, Sir, to create more census 
centres. We all are of the same opinion that 
accurate census .for this Region should be 
obtained. 

Agriculture.- The Farm Settlement scheme 
is a criminal waste of the Region's revenue. 
. I advise that it should be abolished because 
it serves no useful · purpose. There is only 
one purpose it serves and that is th~t 
it provides jobs for Action Group contract~rs. 
(Interruptions) . · 

Acquisition of Lands.- 1 will like the 
Regional Government to m~ke a better 
arrangement for the acquisition of lands in 
this Region . . I want to cite an instance. · 
The case of Irele oil plantation owned by the 
Western Nigeria Development Corporation 
was a typical one. The sum of.£7,000 was 
given out to be paid to the land owners and 
for the crops damaged; the Action Group 
boss there got the money and shared it to the 
wrong peopl'e. (Interruptions). It nearly 
resulted into a civil war amongst 'them. · 
I want a better arrangement . to be made in 
th~ future so that .such a situation may not. 
anse. 

Small Scale Industries.-Small scale inch.is­
tries should be established in rural areas. 
I am advising the Regional Government to 
establish small scale industries, ··but they 
should not be established at Ikeja or Jj ebu 
as these places are not rural areas. Ok.hi'pupa 
Division deserves special consideration when 
next small scale industries will be estab,Iished. 
I want Government to note this important 
point. 

Education.- ! was surprised to hear the 
other day either from the leader of Action· 
Group · iri Ibadan or the leader in Lagos 
when he announced that ·. the result of free 
primary education was a success. It is 
not a success. I am advising the Government 
to extend the free primary educa~ion to . 

.. 



279 . Motioufor 4TH APRIL, 1962 au Address 280 

[MR 0LAMIGOKE] 

secondary modern school lcvd. (111terrujJ­
tions). · I emphatically say that the free 
primary education is a woeful failure. 

Local Loans Board.- ! sympathise with 
this Government for their scheme of Local 
Loans B·oard. There are .now a number of 
debts outstanc:ling to be paid, and worse 
still a large number of these debts will be 
written off as bad 'debt. Somebody men­
tioned. here yesterday that before you were 
given a loan · of £10 about £3 would be 
received from you as bribe. Instead of 
giving these loans to young fam1ers they are 
given to traders and friends of ministers who 
will die very soon. The best thing to do is to 
re-organise your Local Loans Board and 
people to be appointed as loan members 
must be people of means and d good 
cha1~acter. · 

. Illicit Gin.-Another point is the question 
of",: iilicit . gin. Yesterday an hon. Member 
suggested to this honourable House that our 
local gin should be legalised. I will advise 

. the Government to legalise it in order that it 
\· ill be . refined so that it may be fit for 
·consumption as the unrefined one causes a 
lot of diseases. (Interruptions). 

Austerity Measures.-Why is it that this 
Government has chosen to be abnormal in 
all •their doings? It is because of a mad 
dcsir~ to lead almost in everything. 

Television-You want to be first in 
Africa. · 

Creation of States-You want to be first 
i11 Africa. 

Nigerianisation-You want to be first in 
Africa. · · 

Cocoa .fraud-You want to be first in 
Africa. 

Oppression of · political opponents-You 
want to be first in Africa. 

Deposition of Obas__:_ You want to be 
first in· Africa. · 

Austerity measures-You want to be 
first in Africa. 

etc., etc. 
You have got to make haste slowly in order 

to be reasonable. 

The cut in the salaries of legislators in the 
Federal Government is just 10 per cent, 
In the North it is only 10 per cent and the 
East 10 per cent. Why have you chosen to 
do something different? You have wasted 

· this Region's revenue, and no amount of 
austerity will save the Action Group Govern­
ment in this Region. (Interruptions). You · 

have taken a wrong step; you must follow 
what other Governments of. the Federation 
are doing. I will, however, like to suggest 
certain measures for your "austerity". Apart 
from cutting the Ministers' salaries you should 
reduce the number of your Ministers. 
Reduce the number of your Board members 
too. It is then and only then we shall know 
that you are sincere over the austerity 
1neasures. 

Lottery.-The Western Region Govern­
ment Lottery should be abolished; -It 
wastes people's money. It does no good at 
alL . (Interruptions). Tell this House, what 
use do you make of your gain from the lottery? 
(Interruptions). 

Mr F. Osuhor: Point of order. Standing 
Order 29 (5): Members shall not make 
unseemly interruptions while any 1\IIember 
is speaking . 

·. 
Mr Speaker: Order, Order! Will the 

hon. Gentleman please continue. 

· Mr Olaitan: · Point of Order. Standing 
Order 29 (1): During the sitting all Members 
shall enter or leave the House with decorum. 
I do not know whether the hon. Minister 
of Labour is properly dressed. 

Alhaji D. S. Adegbenro: If you consider 
the advice · that the hon. the Minister of · 
Labour is not properly dressed, you may care 
to ask the hon. Member for Asaba to come to 
the floor of the House and let us compare who 
is more properly dressed. (Applause from 
Governme._nt Benches). 

. Mr Olamigoke: Allow me Sir, to 
commend the efforts of the Western Nigeria 
Broadcasting Service for their fine pro­
grammes. It is always a pleasure· to listen 
to them. Biripo Orchestra from Okitipupa, 
Sir, should be given a place in their. pro­
gramme ... It is a special play from Okitipupa 
Division. \Ve listeners in Okitipupa Division 
.will be pleased to hear Biripo play on the air. 

With these few remarks, Sir, I beg to' 
support. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to ·the . .' 
Minister of Chieftaincy Affairs (Mr A. 0. 
Akingboye): Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to sup­
port the Motion of Thanks to His Excellency 
the . Governor for the gracious Speech he 
addressed to both Houses of the Legislature 
on Wednesday the . 28th March, 1962. 
Before I go on, Sir, I would like to reply to 
some of the points raised by the hon. Member 
for Okitipupa North-East. 
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I see no reason why I should blame them 
so much but, all. the same, I will blame them 
because when the Government was making 
plans for 1960-65, they were not known anQ. 
they did not know what the· Government had 
in stock for the nation-(Cheers). That is . 
why they are here without consultation with 
me. (Interruption). They have come to 
approach the Government with the question 
of water, electricity, road tarring, etc., but 
the Minister charged with the responsibility 

· will be able to explain to them later and they 
will have themselves to blame. Well, this 
Gentlemen here, was talking of Education. 
He has forgotten Sir, that Okitipupa­
(Interruptions). He wanted to squeeze himself 
to. the family that owns the plantation in a 
piece of land at Okitipupa North-East 
Constituency, but he was not allowed and 
so-(Laughter). , (Shame, shame). Well Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I better leave that Gentleman 
and ca.rry OJ?. w,itl:J. the Address . .. 

The Governo1:'s address shows in a most 
comprehensive manner the bold and progres­

. sive development envisaged for this Region 
·-for the next six years. 

It is said, Sir, that a prudent heir takes 
careful inventory of his legacies and gives a 
faithful account to those wh0m he owes 
an obligation of trust. This saying is true 
of this gracious Speech from His Excellency 
the Governor of this Region. In the Speech 
we have got another recital of our blessings 
and assets. As our Government is deter­
mined on making Western Nigeria a first-class 
welfare state, I think the greatest of our 
assets is the willingness of our free and 
determined people through their elected 
representatives to face all problems frankly, 
including that of austerity measures, and 
·try to meet all dangers free from fear and 
panic. (Cheers). 

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is interesting to note 
that . the Government, through the Industrial 
Promotions Cpmmission, will encourage the· 
establishment of new industries with a view 
to providing employment opportunities for 
our boys and girls. It is not only an en­
couragement which normally favours urban 
towns but the emphasis is on · the establish­
ment of viable small rural Industries. The 
Government therefore is praiseworthy. This 
will no dqubt make for all-round development 
which will- help rural areas develop_pari pasu 
with their sister urban areas. · 

One cannot but shower some encomiums 
on the· Government for the attention paid 
to Technical -Education in this Region. The 
opening of more Trade Centres :Vill go on a 

long way in helping the country to get a good 
number of technician~ and craftsmen who 
will be of good use to this Region, and I am 
sure that the Government will not relax in 
her efforts along this line. Mr Speaker Sir, 
the Government has made very good 
progress by way of water supply to . urban 
communities. It is also proper that the · 
schemes for Rural Water Supply should be . 
given a sort' of priority. . . r . 

The. Government has got to be congra:tu­
lated for what it has been able to do in eradica­
ting yaws and leprosy in this Region. A 
welfare state should be a state of healthv 
and robust people, and I am happy to say 
that our Government has fulfilled this. 
What further evidence do we need to prove a 
welfare state? 

The attempt the Government is makirig 
to improve the performance in Customary 
Courts is also laudable. The translation of · 
the Customary Courts Laws into the ve~na­
cular will help Grad~s "C" ~rid ''D" Courts 
in interpreting correctly the Customary Court 
Laws, · and will ·consequently bring mo1;e 
justice to the common man . 

Mr Speaker Sir, road development a~d 
strengthening of bridges undertaken by the 
Gov~rnment is simpl)r superb. (Cheers from 
Government Benches); But may I say here 
that attention should also be focussed on 
development of waterways in this Region 
more than ever before. 

At this juncture, I feel I should express the 
gratitude of the people of: Okitipupa South­
West Constituency to the Government for the 
fabulous amount of money it has set aside 
for the dredging of Mahin-Erunna Creek. 
It i$ to the. tune of£ 13 3, 000 and for the money . 
already approved for the tarring of Igbokoda­
Okitipupa Road. 

Mi Speaker Sir, before I conclude, I have 
a message for this honourable House, and 
that is that the people · of Okit!pupa would 
very much like the Government to treat 
Okitipupa Division as the 'Western Ijaw 
Division and have it specially developed _as 
the Western Ijaw is being specially develop8d 
through the Niger Delta Development Board ." 

I do hope that the Government will be in 
sympathy with the views expressed by me 
and help this part of the Region ~ccordingly. 

Mr Speaker Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr J. 0. -Awopeju (ljebu Remo North): 
Mr Speaker Sir, I rise to support the Motion 
of Thanks to His Excellency the Governor 
on his Speech from the Throne which was 
delivered on the 28th ultimo. Now, Mr 
Speaker, Sir, the Speech was a recapitulation 

.·. ' ~ ) 

• 
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of the achievements of this Government, 
and also a list of othet things whicli the 
Government proposed ·to do for the. pcor,le 
of this Region·. 

The question of welfare schemes, the 
question of Agriculture,. Education and 
Forestry have been ·actively ha,ndled by the 
Government. ' Mr Speaker Sir, I am partic­
ularly impressed by the perforn1ances of the 

. Gov"ernment in respect of matters relating 
to Education, Agriculture, Forestry and 
Medical facilities which were provided for 
the people of this Region. But in so far as 
Agriculture is concerned, I would suggest 
that Agriculture must be mechanised and 
at the sam.e time made attractive for our 
boys and girls ori leaving school, , either 
secondary mode1n school · or grammar 
school. They should be attracted so that 
they would not swerve to whi te-.::ollar jobs, and 
not only that, Agriculture must be mechanised 

· . so".that we will not have to go oi1 with the 
' t1sual way of hoeing and tilling the soil in 

antedihjvian ways. 

· . With regard to Forestry, there was a 
warning given in this honourable House a few 
years ago by my cousin, the Alaperu of !peru, 
that the rate at which timber was being felled 
in this Region is such· that would denude 
this Region of,timber and lead to "Sahara­
nisation" of the Western Region. (Laughter 
and Interruptions). M;r Speaker ·Sir; this is 
very serious an affair and needs to be looked 
into by this Government. It would be a 
different thing if these timbers were felled 
and .used for local manufactures-that would 
reduce unemployment too. · 

I am really very grateful to the Government 
again ·for what it has . done for this Region 
in general, and particularly for my ·_own 
political Division, · namely Remo. I am 
grateful -particularly for the High Court which 
was established at Ijebu-Ode because 
previously litigants had to go all along from 
the Waterside and Epe and from other places 
.to Abeokuta for their High Court cases. 
Now, since Mohammed never moved to 
mountain, mountain has been made by the 
Western Region Government to . move to 
Mohammed. Not only that, Sir, it would 
be a very good idea if Magistrates Courts can 
be built in so many places in the Region, and 
'"e want one at Shagamu, so that, instead' of 
the liti.,.oants hs.Yin~ to go aU alon~ frorrl. 

· .Shagam.u to Ijebu-Odt;; or from .other parts 
of Remo to Ijebu-Ode to file their papers 
and pay their fees, it will be a very good idea 

if a Magistrate's Court Registry could be 
created at Shagamu. 

Another thing. Mr Speaker Sir, is the 
improvement of Customary Courts by making 
lawyers presidents, especially in the Grade B' 
courts. I need not recount to this honourable 
House the trouble which we have with some 
of these illiterate Customary Court Judges. 
They try to do justice according to their lights, 
but their best is not good enough for us. (Inter­
ruptions). Now, Sir, I would say that the 
jurisdiction of customary courts presided over 
by illiterates should be narrowed down to 
dealing purely with matters of native law and 
custom. Intricate points of law should not be 
handled by illiterate court judges. 
· . Mr Speaker Sir, I would respectfully say 
that another thing we want in our Division 
is a catering rest-house which could conve­
niently be sited at !peru which is at the heart 
of the Division. It is important when we 
think of people from Lagos either travelling 
to the North or to the · East. They have to 
pass through !peru. It will be a very·good 
idea if these people have a place where they 
can retire fr<?t:n labour and have refreshment. 

· Mr Speaker . Sir, there is another thing 
which agitates ,the mind of my people and that 
is the question of the road between Ishara 
and Ago-Iwoye. Since last year, we were 
promised by the hon. Minister of Works that 
this road would be constructed but, up till 
now, nothing has been done even though the 
vote is still there. I should be grateful 
if this Government will do something in that 
connection to expedite the matter. 

Mr Speaker Sir, I will now have to come to 
certain points which were raised by Members 
of the Opposition. It appears that. they were 
crying. They have called for the music and 
it is high time they face the music. The hon. 
Member for Ikeja South mentioned about 
four things, namely, the creation of the 
Midwest State; . he said that the Midwe$t 
State was not mentioned in the Speech from 
the Throne. I would remind my hon: and 
learned Friend that there is sqmething which 
is called "succession of state" in public 
international law. · It is a fact that the 
Motion w_as passed in the Western House of · 
Assembly asking that Her Majesty's Govern­
ment be approached so that constitutional 
ways be devised to_provide for the creation of , 
a Midwest State. No specific demand , was . : .' 
made for the creation of the Midwest State: 
The substance of the !\lotion is a request for 
constitutional steps to be tnkcn for this object. 
11ay I remind him that that Motion was not 
approved by the House of Chiefs, so that it 
will be improper to say that we are bound by 



285 Motion for 4TH APRIL, 1962 an Address 286 
[MR AwoPEJU] 

that Motion. This House is not bound by 
that Motion and, even under International 
Law too, when I talk about succession of 
state, we cannot succeed to the liability of 
the previous regime. The last regime was 
the regime of hon. Dr Awolowo. · Now the 
present regime is the regime of the hon. 
Chief S. L. Akintola. Now v.;hat was done, 
which is good, which agrees with our own 
interest, we can arrogate such to ourselves; 
as far as others are concerned \;\re shall have 
to come by what they call a new, clean slate. 

Now there was a hitch somewhere when 
this Motion was moved-(Interruptions)­
sometime this year, and it was discovered 
that they had blundered and fumbled . We 
do not want to blunder and we do not want 
to fumble. Not only that; it will be impolitic 
and suicidal to give anybody a blank cheque for 
for them to inscribe anything they like on it. 

Now at the time you said everybody 
vyanted the creation of Midwest State there 
were assurances which were demanded by 
the Leader of Action Group, Dr Awolowo 
which 'were not given, and you will not be 
accessory to our own cause. 

Mr J. A. Ajuwon: Point of information: 
Awolowo is not'·a doctor, he is a chief. 

Mr Speaker: Nsukka University has 
-- conferred a doctorate degree on him not long 

ago. ' 

Mr Awope]u: Mr Speaker Sir, I am very 
grateful for the enlightenment ·and education 
of the Ibadan man. 

There is another point which the hon. 
Member for Ikeja South mentioned and that 
is the Delumo Report on Cocoa Price Cut. 
It is unfortunate that the hon. Member, 
the Leader of Opposition, who · with all 
fanfare in April last year charged this Govern­
ment with stealing or being privy to the 
stealing of the sum of £997,000 from the 
Cocoa Marketing Boatel's fund discovered 
that he had given a wrong··information to this 
House and he has never had the courage to 
owri up the mistake and to apologise to this 
honourable House or to the Government for 
that matter . . I would say, Mr Speaker Sir, 
that the han. Member, Fani-Kayode, is such 
a ruthless youngman who will never hesitate 
to expose the Government if he has got any 
evidence that the Government or any 
Member of the Government stole any mite. 
Not on1y that, Sir; the then hon. Minister 
of Trade and Industry, and now Minister 
of Agriculture and Natural Resources, whose 
portfolio still includes this Marketing Board 

'1.,. ,. 

business, stated in the Preface to the Co~is­
sion's Report that nobody could buy cocoa 
unless. he was a licensed buying agent, and 
there IS no evidcp.ce to show that any Me111ber 
of Action Group or any Minister was a 
licensed buying agent and c;lid buy c~coa 
and did commit any act of default in connec-
tion therewith. · 

Now Mr Speaker, it is high time that the 
Government must . do something and take. 
stern measures against such fraudulent, false 
and malicious · allegations and charges being 
made against hon. Ministers of this Region 
ormembe~s of the Government, andmemh.ers ' · 
of the Action G roup for that matter. It "'ias . 
not only unkindly meant; it was fraudulent 
and ill-conceived. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, with regard to austerity, 
we have already . agreed that we· must make 
some sacrifices. We must make these 
sacrifices: It is true that some Members of 
the Opposition contended that the . basic 
allowance should not be removed, and so · on 
and so forth. vVe have already committed 
ourselves, and we must give this thing a trial. 
If it is unworkable, we can say we .wi"sh to 
reconsider the matter. But . we are known 
for one thing in the Action Group: we do n ot 
say what we cannot do. Now I would say 
that it is only in the case of the civil servants 
that I have some misgivings in the light of 
the points raised. Now the Western Region 
has the best brains in the Civil Service . 
(Opposition Front 'Benches: Mention one). 
Chief Adebo, Chief Dina and Chief Taiwo. 
They are all holders of Masters Degrees. 
Now, we do not want anything· which may ' 
lead to the exodus of these brilliant m en 
from our Civil Service, so that they are not 
lured away to either the Federal Government · 
or the East~rn Region for that matter, because 
the t~ndency will be .for them to snatch these 
men away from us by giving them m ore' 
attractive conditions of service. But as far 
as' we legislators are concerned, we must 
make these sacrifices. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, there was somebody who 
was talking about the . question ·of breach of 
trust by the Government. May I say that 
the phrase "breach of trust", of course, is a 
legal term. There is no evidence of, and 
they cannot cite any single instance, where 
Government has committed any · breach of 
trust. The very fact that we use .the money 
as we like- that the Government ·uses the 
money as it-,likes so long as it uses it in the 
best interest of the masses, cannot amount 
to breach of trust. There can · only be · a 
breach of trust where the . tmstee tries to · 
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P.rofit from. the position of his trust, and the 
hon. Member has not suggested that. 

There was the case of the voluntary agencies 
and teachers. I still regard myself as a 
nusswnary. I · am minded to incl:ude the 
Muslim . missionary bodies among these 
agencies. They have done their best and, 
in point of fact, the Premier of this Region is 
a product of the Missionary Agencies-the 
Baptist. The former Premier of this Region 
is the product of the Missionaries, and so are · 
many of our Ministers including the hon. 

· Attorney-General, the most 'lettered Attorney­
. ·General in the Federation of Nigeria .' 

J must say that, whatever these Missionary 
Agencies do, we must pity them and encourage 
them and, in point of fact, without the spirit 
of the Missiomtries, the boys that we train~d 
out will · be thorns in our flesh. Now, a 
Missionary body which does not embody . 
the spirit of his own religion .is no Missionary 
and would be a dangerous friend. I would 

. say that a Christain gentleman who is not 
religious, or who is not a Missionary, is a 
carricature of Christ, just as a Muslim body 

' which has not the spirit of Islani is a carrica­
ture of the Holy Prophet " Mohammed­
peace be unto Him.: 

No-vv, we talk of a 'welfare state and 
· socialism. · The socialism that we practice in 
\Vestern Nigeria is evidenced by what we 
do. The boys we send . to school, health 
facilities, good roads, good water amenities, 
and so on and so forth-that is what I know 
and mean by socialism. It means provision 
of equality of opportunity and good living 
.conditions for all. I do not. believe in the 
type of . socialisrn propounded by Henri 
Quatre where he prescribed a chicken in 
the pot of everybody, but I would agree with 
Bernard-.- Shaw that th?t prescription is 
amiable and kindly. That is no socialism. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr A. T. Rerri (Urhobo West I): · Mr 
Speal{er, Sir, I rise to support the Motion of 
Thanks to His Excellency the Governor of 
the· Western Region of Nigeria for his 
gracious Speech from the Throne. Well I 
will speak very briefly on one or two headings 
as follows". 

· The so~called austerity or economiC 
measure. I feel that these measures are 
healthy and · necessary and befitting any 
sovereign · nation-Nigeria is one . . Now, 
Sir, it is time we throw away all our colonial 
law~ , re~l~tign.~, ~nd all ~grt~ gf thingli 
coloniul, and patticular1y such · colonial 

heritage that tends ·to reflect a kind of sub­
national stature of ourselves. I will giye 
examples of that. There are certain moves 
being made·· now by this · GoveJ;"nment to 
change certain provisions of our Laws to 
make them conform, or to make it possible 
for the Governor . in Council to make it 
conform to our present status. I am referring 
to such things like that, but it is my considered 
opinion that the economic measures or the 
austerity measures have come too late. 
They ought to have come a year earlier 
because the kind of expansions that ' we 
envisage, Government could not possibly 
say that it . has only just discovered the 
difficulties that we have ·at the moment. 
(Government Benches: Why did you: not raise 
a .M(!tion?). It is not my position to initiate 
such move. The hon. Premier or his 
advisers and Ministers are more capable and 
are better placed ~0 make such a·.move. . 

It is also my considered view, Mr Speaker, 
that the present measures · are inadequate: 
they are inadequate because I feel that 
Government can properly ·. get more money 
from other sources-sources such as I woulci 
now mention. I feel-

(i) that our Company Law ~hould b~ 
revised to reflect our sovereign status. · 

Well, if we of the Western Region know that 
such a move will benefit us, why should not 
our hon. Premier put such a view across 

· to the Prime Minister of the Federation? 
I agree that it is a Federal subject but what 
stopped our Premier' from doing that. Mr 
Speaker, Sir, this Government must learn 
to take corrections. 

(ii) that this Government, either on its 
own, or on its initiative, can bring about a 
revision of our forest policies, with partic­
ular reference of the application of the policy. 
to foreign firms. 

It is my consider~(i view that some foreign 
firms, . particularly in the Midwest, are 
exploiting our forest to the detriment of 
the indigenous people of the vVestern Region, 
and it is my considered opinion that if 
Government either initiates- '' 

Alhaji Z. A. Opal eye: Point of Order­
Order 27 (9): A . Member desiring to speak 
shall rise in his place. (Cries of "sit down, 
sit down" from Opposition Benches). ·' · 

Mr Speaker: We have repeated thi~. 
This is the third time that I will remind 
Members that the Opposition Members ha · e 
rt;§huffisd and hBvg r§~flrrangsd thfih' s~at~', ' 
WH1 the speahr contlnue? - · · 
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Mr Rerri: ·The point .I want to raise, handing over the machinery of production 
Mr Speaker, is that indigenous Nigerian to indigenous Nigerians. This was what 
businessmen are not placed to compete was done in the case of oil mills sometime 
successfully with foreign firms. in this matter. ago. Government started the development · 

up to a point ap.d gradually handed it over to 
the indigenous Nigerians. This - is being 
done now with reference to 1ubber: . · a small 
factory is run by Government and, sooner or . 
later, that is to be handed over to a group of · 
villagers. I suggest something along that 
line in respect of food production. Students 
of Economics . say that when too much 
money chases too few goods, there is inflation; 
but a worst situation arises. when both 
money and . goqds are scarce. Now ' the 
result is generally that of starvation, and I ~m 
warning this · Government that: unless we are 
careful, we shall be faced with a serious food 
shortage, and serious · shortage of food can 
result in some kind of unrest. 

(iii) ti1at the proceeds from these aus-' 
terity measures should be used to subsidise 

· some basic foodstuffs in the Western 
Region .. 

My reason for that is this: As a result of 
the measures which we have taken, which 
I think is quite proper, certain difficulties 
are arising, and these difficulties are bound 
to 'affect the economies of this Region. I 
will mention this later on in my speech. 

. The other point I like to talk about is the 
question of agricultural productivity. I note 
with satisfaction that the research programme 
of the Ministry of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources is satisfactory, and indeed it will 
be ·difficult for the present Government to 
find a Minister of Agriculture .and Natural 
Resources of equal talent and resources as 
the one that has just gone-I am referring 
to Chief Akin Deko. But I do hope that the 
present holder of the· office will do the best 
to justify the confidence imposed on him 
by the hon. Premier of this Region. 

Now, the other point on that heading is 
what I want to complain about. The 
achievements or the results •of our ·research 
are not being adequately geared to the 
production of consumer foodstuffs. · For 
instance, if the Ministry does research-if 
the. present research system will be properly 
geared to production-many of the problems 
we have today will not arise. Now, 
let me give an example, Mr Speaker. At 
the moment, there is a serious shortage of 
foodstuffs in this country, particularly in 
this part of the Region: the part of the 
Region I refer to is the part of the Western 

·-Region other than Midwest. The result of 
that is an acute shortage of foodstuffs 
that are normally intended for consumption 
in the Midwest. I am saying, this with all 
seriousness and sincerity. .A foodstuff like 
gari is at the moment in very short supply 
and we now are faced with a difficulty such 
as was never faced before. For instance, 
the . price of , a bag of gari is rising from 
something in the region of £2 to over £4. 
(Government Benches: Is that true?). That 
is quite true. Now, the purpose of my 
suggestion, therefore, is that a special branch 
of the Ministry of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources should be developed to face the 
problem of food production. The aim of the 
Extension Division should be to develop 
food prod4ction with a view to gradually 

~ ..... 

If the people have . no food to eat, -i.vill you 
be sitting very comfortably here this night? 
(A Member of the Government: Nor · ·would 
you be here!). Yes, I know, I will not be here 
speaking to _you. (Interruptions). Mr Speaker,· ' 
I agree that if there is unrest arising from 
starvation or food shortage, I will not be in 
this honourable House, and the hon. ·the 
Leader of the House cannot be here either. 
(Chief Odebiyi: If you can only confine 
yourself to eating once, you will not feel it). 
For your information (pointing to Chief 
Odebiyi) 1 only eat once or twice a . day 
instead of thrice. (Interruptions). 

I would like to raise the question of ?dmin­
istration: Local Government Administra­
tion in the Western Region. ·The Action 
Group Government has deliberately allowed 
members of its party to use the Local Govern­
ment Police to oppress most political oppo­
nents and I must say, in defence, however, 
that some of these policemen do not initiate 
these things; but the use to which your agents 
in the Action Group put them,. I am afraid, 

. is v~ry horrible. This is true of the way some 
Councils are being' treated in the Midwest. 
The trouble is that the advice · of Local 
Government Advisers~experts in· their own 
particular field-is never heeded. We know 

' this. It surprises us to see semi-illiterate or 
even illiterate Council authorities challenging 
the authority or the expert advice of men who 
have not orily graduated in Local Govern­
ment but are also exp.erts in their own right. 
The result is that both the Government's 
and the Council's finances and programmes 
have been thrown into chaos. Local Govern­
ment, staff in many Divisions have not been 
paid for months. In Western Urhobo, many 
of the Local Council workers . have not :bee·n 

,. 
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paid for upwards of three to six months . . 
You should thank the Assistant Commissioner 
of Police for the help he gave me in helping 
the Council in Western Urhobo to collect its 
rates qui'te recently. I also like to mention 
what your Government-this Government­
has done with regards to the treatment it gaYe 
memhers of my party' in Ndosimili and now 
in Central Urhobo. Now that action should 
be stopped. If you do not stop it now, 
sooner or later you will stop it, by the grace 
of God. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I will speak now on 
Education.· Our education has tended to be 
a one-sided affair. The tendency seems to be 
for · _the mass production of academicians. 
I am most happy to note from His Excellency's 
Speech from the Throne that, henceforth, 
more emphasis would be laid on T€chnical 
Education. (Chief Odebiyi: We prepared 
the Speech for the Governor). Yes, that is why 
you have lJUt his feet down. In any case, 
he has said that Technical Education would 
now receive more attention. (Interruptions). 
I will not speak on the other side of technical 
education. I have spoken to the hon. 
Minister of Education and he 4as given a 
sat}sfactory explanatjon. 

Finaliy, I would like to speak on the ques­
tion of the Midwest State. Now, it is most 

· · embarrassing that when _His Excellency made 
):lis most gracious Speech, there was no 
mention about the creation ·of the Midwest 
State. It is regretted t}1at no such move was 
made, nor did the Action Group Government 
ever make any ,attempt to discuss it. We as 
lVIelJlbers of the Government- yes, Opposi­
tion is also a part of the Government of the 
Region~are elltitled to know more about this 
State than any other issue. Mr Speaker, 
it is a very serious omission that His 
Exc~llency' did not include that; perhaps 
His Excellency is not to blame. · The Leader 
of the House has said that the Speech was 
drafted for the Governor and the omission 
of the. hon. Premier and the hon. the Leader 
of the House to make the terms of this 
clear to this· House is deliberate: We of the 
Opposition demand that the Leader of the 
H m.ise should let us know why this question 
wa.s not it~cluded in the Speech. Now, the 
creation of the Midwest is something over 
which all of us are yearning. 
.~ Finally, very finally, Sir, I would like to 

·tnention,. Sir, that the Midwest area has been 
. neglected; . no industrial schemes have been 
sited in· the Midwest. W e have been told 
that a ~umber of village or rural or cottage 
industries like pottery would be set l!P in the 

Region. Pottery is · a very important local 
industry in the Midwest. This Government 
has done nothing to encourage it. Fishing 
is also another important industry, particularly 
in some watery portions· of the Western 
Region. The Government' should also 
consider • the possibility · of legalising the· 
distilling of "illicit gin", ·as it is called. 
There is also the question of boat and canoe 
industry. Mr Speaker, Sir, these are still 
being made in the way our great, great grand­
fathers made them. It is great shame on 
the Government. (Inter-ruptions). · It · is 
because this. Government has not given any 
substantial encouragement to the poor persons 
in the area that these industdes have not been 

. developed. I am saying this, that if' Govern­
ment gives substantial encouragement to that 

·industry- boat and canoe industry- it will 
be amply developed in that area. 

There should be a bicycle · tube ·and tyre 
industry in the' Midwest. This also should 
receive immediate attention by Government. 
I appeal to the Government to establish a tyre 
and tube factory in the Midwest instead of 
depending on overseas markets. .We have 
the necessary raw material and we can do very 
well if we are encouraged. 

Every person in · this country-i~ the 
Midwest no doubt-knows that gari is our 
staple food and, if the development of our 
foodstuffs is to· take priority over other · 
similar things, gari, Sir, should be one of the 
important foodstuffs that should atti·act our 
attention. I suggest . that a gari industry be 
established so that many of us can get more 
of it. Not only that; this will enable us to 
get it at cheaper rate. 

Mr Speal{er, Sir, I must thank you for the 
indulgence in allowing me to finish .my very · 
short speech. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg , to support. 
(Applause). 

. 
Mr M : A. !dodo (Afenmai South-East): 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I seize this opportunity to 
co~gratulate this able Action Group Govem­
m~nt of this Region for its non-discritninatory 
policy of supplying amenities to the people 
of this Region. Before I continue, Sir, I 
must on behalf of the Midwesterners, express 
my gratitude to the wise arid far-sighted 
Government of the West for the effort it had 
made in restoring peace and order in this 
Region, especially in the Midwest area, 
where lawlessness was once enthroned by 
the NCNC. . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Western Region 
Government is pursuing vigorously its policy 
of providing pipe-borne water in urba~ areas 
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paid for upwards of three to six months, . 
·You should thank the Assistant Commissioner 
of Police for the help he gave me in helping. 
the Council in Western Urhobo to collect its 
rates quite recently. : I also like to mention 
what your Government-this Government­
has done with regards to the treatment it gave 
members of my party in N dosimili and now 
in Central Urhobo. Now that action shoulJ 
be stopped. If you do not str>p it .now, 
sooner or later you will stop it, by the grace 
of God. 
· Mr Speaker, Sir, I will speak now on 

Education. Our education has tended to be 
a one-sided affair. The tendency seems to be 
for the mass production of academicians; 
I am most happy to note from His Excellency's 
Speech ftom the Throne that, henceforth, 
more emphasis would be laid on Technical 
Education. (Chief Odebiyi: We prepared 
the Speech for the Governor). Yes, that is why 
you have put . his feet down. In any case, 
he has said that Technical Education would 
n·ow receive more attention. (Interruptions). 
I will not speak on the other side of technical 
education. I have spoken · to the hon. 
lVIinister of Education · and he· has given a 
satisfactori explanation. 

Finally, I would like to speak on the ques­
tion of the Midwest State. Now, it is most 
embarrassing that when. His Excellency made 
his most gracious Speech, there was no 

. mention about the creation of the Midwest 
State. It is regretted that no such move was 
made, nor did the Action Group Government 
ever make any attempt to discuss it. We as 
Members of the Government-yes, Opposi­
tion.is also a part of the Government of the 
Region-are entitled to know more about this 

. State than any other issue. Mr Speaker, 
. , it ·",.is· a very seriqus omission that His 

Excellency did not include that; perhaps 
His Excellency is not to blame. The Leader 

· of the House has said that the Speech was 
drafted for the Governor and the omission 
of the hon, Premier and the hon. the Leader 
of the House to make the terms of this 
clear to this House is deliberate. We of the 
Opposition demand that the Leader of the 
House should let us know why this question 
was not included in the Spe~:;ch. Now, the 
creation of the Midwest is · something over 
which all of us are yearning. 

Finally, very finally; Sir, I would like to 
niention, Sir, that the Midwest area has been 
neglected; no industrial schemes have been 
sited in the Midwest. \Ve have been told 
!hat a ':1-um.ber of village or rural or cottage 

· mdust1.1es hk_e pottery would be set up in the 

Region. Pottery is a very important local 
industry in the Midwest. This Government 
has dcihe nothing to encourage it. Fishing · 
is also another important industry, particularly 
in some watery portions of the Western · 
Region. The Government should also 
consider . the possibility of legalising the 
distilling of "illicit gin", as it is called. 
There is also the question of boat and canoe 
industry. Mr Speaker, Sir, these are s~ill 
being made in the way our great, great grand­
fathers made them. It is great shame on 
the Government. (Interruptions). It · is 
because this Government . has not given any 
substantial encouragement to the poor persons 
in the area that these industries have not been 
developed. I am saying this, that if Govern­
ment gives substantial encouragement to that 
industry-boat and canoe industry-it will' 
be amply deyeloped in that area. 

There should be a bicycle tube ·and tyre 
industry in the Midwest. This also should 
receive immediate attention by Government.· 
I appeal to the Government to establish a tyre 
and tube factory in the Midwest instead of 
depending on overseas markets. .We. have 
the necessary raw material and. ~e can qo very 
well if we are encouraged. 

Every person · in this country--:-in . the 
Midwest no doubt-knows that gari is our 
staple food and, if the development of our 
foodstuffs is to take priority over other · 
similar things, gari, Sir, should be one of the 
important foodstuffs that should attract our 
attention. I suggest that a gari industry be 
established so that many of us can get more 
of it. Not only that; this will enable us to 
get it at cheaper rate. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I must thank you for the 
indulgence in allowing ~e to finish .my very · 
short speech . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. · 
(Applause). 

·Mr M.A. !dodo (Menmai South-East): ' 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I seize this opportunity to 
congratulate this able Action Group Govern­
ment of this Region for its non-discriminatory 
policy of supplying amenities · to the people 
of this Region. Before I continue, Sir, I 
must on behalf of the Midwesterners, express 
my gratitude to the wise arid far-sighted 
Government of the \Vest for the effort it had 
made in restoring peace arid order in this'· 
Region, especially in the Midwest area, 
where lawlessness was once enthroned 'by 
the NCNC. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Wester~ · Region" 
Government is pursuing vigorously its policy 
of p~oviding pipe-borne water in urban areas 
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and to construct rural water supply. I have 
to express my humble gratitude to the 
Minister of Works and Transport for the 
initiation of this scheme in parts of Afenmai . 
Division and · tp pray him through this 
honourable House to make provision for a 
powerful · pump engine for the boreholes in 
Fugar, Ogbona and Agenebode, where water 
had been ~truck. 

It is my pleasure to bring to the knowledge 
of this honourable House that it has been the 
determ:ination of this Government to give 
maximum 'encouragement to foreign .investors 
as to the establishment of new industrial 
estates in this Region. I would like to 
mention that investigation and survey work 
has been conducted at Ukpilla, a town in 
Afcnmai Division, and that it was discovered 
to be the best place for cement production. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, the exploitation of our 
mineral resources is of great importance. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, a proposal has long been 
made for the development of technical educa­
tion in the Midwest area. Last year, I 
noticed .that some experts came to parts of 
Afenmai Division and Auchi in search of a 
site. Mr Speaker, Sir, the people of Afenmai 
will be highly grateful for the implementation 
of this proposal at an early date. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I' have noticed that the 
Government's road development programme, 
1960-65, is almost completed. In connection 
with this, I have to draw the attention of 
this honourable House to the Auchi­
Agenebode road in Afenmai Division, only 
seven miles of which have been tarred, even 
though the work started in 1959 and the 
mileage is thirty-three. It is my humble 
submission that more attention be paid to the 
tarring of this road to ensure that the benefit 
of this progra~me reaches every inhabitant 
of these towns. It will also be highly 
comm~ndable if the widening and upgrading. 
to ·Provincial 1'A" status of the following 
roads :is done without delay: 

Auchi-Ukpilla road; 
Jettu-Fugar road; 
Agbede-Ide'gun Alibete road. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, having the full knowledge 
that the Government of this Region is noted 
for its quick ·action, I have no doubt that 
leaders of this Government who, knowing too 
well that the existence 'of one General Hospital 
at Auchi is insufficient to cater for 'the people 
of Afenmai Division owing to its vast area, 
promised a second h ospital to be built at 
Agenebode, will at no distant date implement 
the p roposal. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have to call upon 
M embers of this great House, both Govern­
ment and Opposition, to agree with me . that 
the Western Government needs to be praised 
for its provision for the participation of our 
female members in Local Government 

. Councils. 

Since it has been the policy of this Govern-· 
ment to establish more agricultural industries 
in the Region, I have to point out that 
Agenebode is the only suitable place for rice 
production. I humbly pray the Minist;;r of 
A~riculture and Natural Resources, through 
th1s honourable I-Iouse to consider the 
advisability of re-opening the rice industry 
at Agenebode. This project which was 
begun in 1955 was abandoned due to the 
~eath of the officer in charge of the investiga­
twn team. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

The Regi'onal Minister in' the Ministry · 
of Trade and Industry (Chief G. E. 
Ekwejunor-Etchie): · Mr Speaker Sir, I 
rise to support the Motion of Thanks to His 
Excellency the Governor, for the brilliant' 
and epoch-making Speech he has made from 
the Throne. The Speech as a whole was 
truly great and was impressively rendered . 
It is designed to usher in a year of greater 
blessings and prosperity in a Region whose 
extraordinary good fortune has successively 
and progressively proclaimed itself as being 
yet unbeaten, unparalled and unequalled in 
Tropical Africa. I do not expect that the 
situation can be otherwise, for the.Region has 
the good fortune of being under the wise 
leadership . and Government of the great 
party-the Action Group of Nigeria. 

The people of this Region should be 
grateful to God for the brilliant catalogue of 
further prosperity so ably unfolded in the 
course ' of His Excellency's Speech. The 
following poil).tS are ':'fell wor~h mentioning. 

This Government, iri co-operation with 
other Governments of the Federation, is 
embarking on a population census design~d 
to aff-.)rd a statistical basis for the economical 
emanCipation of this country. All hon . 
Members on both sid~s of this House should 
co-operate with the Government in making 
this laudable project a success. 

The Action Group has gone far during the 
ten years in which it has been entrusted with 
the reins of g·overnment towards transforming 
this Region into a Welfare State, a model for 
all to see, and the eternal pace-setter for all 
other Governments in the Federati<'n. The 
new projects set out in the Governor's 
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Speech from the Throne bring us m_uch 
nearer to the noble end when they come mto 
full operation. 
. Agricultural Department.- Agriculture, we. 

all agree, is the mainstay of the economy of 
this Region. This Government has won 
the praise of the civilised world in its effJrts 
to expand its agriculture · throughout the 
length and breadth of this Region. Farm 
settlements have been evenly spread all over 
the Region~ · 

Farm Institutes have been· established at 
·sui table points . in the Region. In conse­
. quence, prospects for employment in th.is 
Region. are higher than they are elsewhere m 
the Federation. By the establishment of 
these institutions the Govemment has afford.ed 
to schooL leavers the opportunity of -~oing 
back to the land and. making good by honest 
sweat. The situation in an adjacent Region 
is worth mentioning at this juncture. There, 
the teeming millions of unemployed are being 

· fed on empty promises of establishment of 
farm settlements~promises which are not 

.. des tined to materialise before doomsday. 
In passing, I may here exhort all Members 
of this .honourable Legislature to take the 
lead in commending farming to our people. 
Farming in economic crops, as well as in 
food crops, will not only improve our economy 

. appreciably but will also im:pJ._"ove our standard 
of living and diet. 

Community "Development.- Democratic in­
stitutions are the bulwark of progress and 
economic stability. This Government is 
taking .the lead i'n fostering and encouraging 

· the prevalence of such institutions through­
out the . Region. . The principle of s·elf-help 
ci:tn ·advance us very far in the bid to provide 
the necessities in our towns and villages. 
The bold ·steps of our Government in this 
direction deserve to be commended. The 
Government co-operates with communities 
in towns and villages to provide public 
buildings, playgrounds, parks, markets and 
other such erections and necessities which 
they would otherwise lack. 

Protection of Forest Reserves.:-Eyents in 
other parts of the World -are pointers to the 
tendency for Governments to doze away 
while their forest resources are indiscrimi­
nately liquidated. In this respect our 
Govern'ment has demonstrated ·abundant 

·"'• good sense and impressive foresight only 
• characteristic of our able and dvnamic party 

the Action Group of Nigeria. The Govern­
ment is not going to rest on its oars but is 
decided to review the prevailing forest policy 

in order ··to maintain the security of the 
forest estates situated in various areas in the 
Region and obtain maximum yield from them. 
Hon. lYlembers, you should all join with me 
in giving the Government a very big hand. 

Establishment of Industries.- It goes without· 
saying that the W estern Region Government 
is foremost in the bid to establish industries 
throughout the Region. The Industrial · 
Promotions Commission, which has ably 
put in dynamic efforts towards the establish­
ment of these industries, is further committed 
in the ensuing year towards establishing new 
industries. The Government in order to be 

, fair to all sections of the community is now 
examining the possibility of ·distributing 
industrial establishments evenly throughout 
the Region and not concentrating them in 
certain areas 'Yhich have been _ regarded by 

· Industrialists as being particularly suitable. 

Retail Trade.- One of the major problems 
of our traders today is the competit.on with 
bigger commercial firms in the field of re.tail 
trade . It is a matter for r~lief that the 
Government of Western Nigeria has taken 
the initiative with the co-operation of the 
other Governments · of the Federation to put 
a stop to the unequal contest and secure for 
Nigerian traders greater participation in this 
field of our Nation's commercial life. 

Education Development.- In the field of 
education Western Nigeria is indisputably 
far in advance of the rest of the Federation. 
In this particular respect, and in most others, 
our Government has taken the lead and 
continues to set the pace. I need to just 
mention a few of our magnificent achieve­
ments in this field- Free primary education, 
Establishment of Secondary Grammar and 
Modem Schools in all nooks and corners 
of the Region, establishment of an efficient 
inspectorate machinery and finally, · the 
establishment of the great University of Ife . . 
This Government has determined to go · 
much further still in its Teacher Training 
programme. 

Provision of Social Amenities.~In other 
fields, the Government has proved convinc_­
ingly its capacity to manage the affairs of 
this Region successfully and provide amenities 
for all. The Action Group Party slogan of · 
"Freedom for All and Life more Abundant" 
is impressively put in effect in the determined 
way whereby pipe-borne water · is being 
provided in urban · centres and villages 
throughout the Region. I make bold to say 
emphatically that the quantity of clean good 
water supplied to the lucky citizens of this 
Region- is at least five times· as much , as is 
provided in any othe,r Region. Development' 
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of public health and medical facilities is 
being pursued with the proverbial Action 
Group determination and con.sistency. With 
the welfare of the common man as our aim, 
we shall leave no stone unturned until the 
ordinary cicizens of this Region can ·be given 
the facility of enjoying health anc! meaical 
facilities which are favourably comparable 
with conditions prevailing in civilised coun­
tries. In this connection again, I make 
bold to say that Western Nigeria stands head 
and shoulders above any other Government 
in the Federation. 

Local Government.-In the field of Local · 
Government the Regional Government is in 
the fore-front. In this respect I must 
congratulate most of our councils for the 
efficient way in which they have been tackling 
their responsibilities. The Local Govern­
ment Service Board has been doing highly 
efficient work in its supervision over Cus­
tomary Courts and Local Government staff 
throughout the Region. 

The effvrts of the Government towards 
improving the standards of Customary 
Courts deserve to be further commended. 
The Presidents and members, who have been 
appointed by an impartial and independent 
body, unlike the system of appointment by the 
Minister as in another Region, have demons-

. trated the democratic spirit of this Govern­
ment. It is hoped that the training courses 
which are . being projected by the · Regional 
Government will further improve the standard 
of their performances. The Customary 
Courts have established the fact of how 
indispensable and necessary they are in 
the scheme of justice in this Region. 

Efficiency of tlze Legal Department.-At this 
juncture I must congratulate the Legal 
Department of our Ministry of Justice for the 

''efficient way they have been ·advising the 
Government in legal matters. Hon. Mem.: 
hers will in 'retrospect conclude that no 
bungling has ever occurred on the part of this 

apartment as has repeatedly been the ca~e 
wich its counterpart in another Govern­
ment of the l<ederation. 

Local Gm1ermnent Police.-The Local 
Gov~rnment Police are no less deserving · of 
praise. '1'heir efhciency in the Region has 
become proverbial. In crime detection they· · 
have demonstrated· their impressive tact, 
resourcefulness and versatility. In no way 
can they be regarded as being inferior to their 
counterparts in the Nigeria Police Force. 

Fire Services.-The Western Nigeria 
Government has really deserved the thanks 
of the whoie Region for its establishment of 
fire fighting . services and for the decisiorl to 
create fire fighting posts ih urban and · 
commercial areas qutside Ibadan. This 
move will serve to protect invaluable proper ­
ties from destruction by fire. 

Ministry of Midwest Affairs.-People from 
the Midwest area will no doubt be grateful for · 
the responsibilities recently assigned ·to the 
Minister charged with Midwest Affairs. 
In this way the needs of this area in rega.rd ' 
to local government, chieftaincy hliairs an·d 
land t~nure are assigned to the Portfolio .of a 
Minister already fully conversant with · the 
area. This arrangement which is parallel 
and analogous . to the appointment of a 
Secretary of State for Scottish Affairs in the 
British Government will no doubt mark 
another milestone in the record of . this 
Government to cater for the interest of 
minorities in the Region. 

Further Debate stood adjourned till Thursday, 
5th April, 1962. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Motion made cmd question proposed That 
the House do now adjourn.-(Chief J. A. 0. 
Odebiyt). 

Question put and agreed to. · 

A·djourned accordingly at 12.27 a.m. until 
10.00 a.m. this morning. 



,. 
I ' ~ I 

. Jl' .. J . 

Oral-Answers 5TH .· APRIL, 1962 to Questions 

Effon Water Scheme · WESTERN:.· 'HOUSK·. OF . 
ASSEMBLY­

THURSDAY, 51'H -A:PRI~, 1962" · 

The House met at 10.20 a.m. 

, PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

ORAL · ANSW~RS TO . QUESTIONS 

WORKS AND J'RANSPORT 

Water S~pply for Aiyede 
11/42. Mr- S. A. Akerele asked the 

Minister of Works and Transport to state 
why the Aiyede Water Scheme has not been 
commenced.- · 

,: ... 
The Parliamentary Secretary to the 

Minister of Works and Transport (Mr A. 
Ajibola): Only the actual constructwn of 
the Aiyede Water Scheme has not yet started. 
Its planning, investigation and designs are 
in hand. ·. 

Extension of Oye Water Scheme to 
Egcisi, Esheta and Arigidi 

11/43. Mr S. A. Akerele asked the 
Minister of Works and Transport to . state 
why the proposed extension of Oye Water 

· Scl].e:rpe to _Egosi, Esheta and Arigidi has not 
•been implemented. · 

Mr Ajibola: Investigation to find a more 
·copious supply of water to feed Oye, etc., has 
been going on since last year. We have now 

· ·succeeded in finding a good source and it is 
hoped that work will he completed during 
the next financial year (1962-63). 

· Mr A. E. E. Atohengbe: I wish to know 
when the Uhumuwonde Distrjct and Igbanke 
in Akugbe District both of Benin North-East 
constituency will be supplied . with pipe­
borne · water. 

Mr Ajibola: I need a notice of that 
question. 

Proposed Water Scheme for Ire Ekiti 
· 11 ;44. Mr S • . A. Akerele asked the 

Minister of· Works and Tran~port to state 
when the proposed Water Scheme for Ire 

· Ekiti will be implemented. 

·· Mr Ajibola: The · proposed Water 
Scheme for Ire Ekiti is included in the 
current Development Programme. It is 
hoped that the scheme will be implemented 

· sometime during this period. 

11/46. Mr R. 0. Areola asked the 
Minister. of Works and · Transport'··wheiF the·1•t· .· 

E.ffon Water · Scheme vis-a-vis liesha scheme •· ~. • ~ 
will be carried out. ' 

Mr Ajibola: · It is hoped that the Effon 
Water Supply Scheme would ·be . completed 

· dur-ing the 1962-63-· financiaFyear·. ·. · ·· ' 

. . , Construction of 
Imesi-Ile and Oke-Mesi Roads 

. ' . 
11 /4 7. Mr R. 0. Areola asked the 

Minister of Works and Transport when th~~ q 

road connecting Imesi-Ile with . Oke-Mesi .• : 
will be constructed.• ~ 

· Mr Ajibola: ·Active consideration is .being 
given to the construction of t~is road. · 

Mr A: E. E. Atohengbe: , May I pleas'e · 
know when the Igmile . road connectirig Ehot 
on the Benin-Ishan Trunk B road and 
Uhiere on Ibadan-Benin Trunk A road will 
be taken over by the Government and tarred. 

Mr Ajibola: , I require notice of that 
question. 

Tarring of Roads 

11/48. Mr R. 0. Areola asked the 
Minister of Works and Transport when the 
following roads will be tarred:-

(a) Ikole-Ijesha Isu, etc.; 
(b) Ikole-Ara-Isinbode; 
(c) Ijero:..lkoJ,"o-Okemisi; 
(d) Okemesi-Awure; 
(e) Igbara' Odo-Igbara Oke. 

Mr Ajibola: Consideration will be given 
to the tarring of these roaqs and other road~ 
in the next road development programme. 

Tarring of . 
Igboho-Igbetti and Shaki-Aha Roads · ·' 
11/58. Mr 0. 0. Gbolahan a5ked the 

Minister of Works and Transport to state 
when the tarring of the Igboho-Igbetti road 
and Shaki-Aha road will be carried-out. 

,Mr Aji.bola: The tarring of these roads 
by _ the Regional Government will be 
co_nsid~red al~mg with the. tarring ?f other . ,:• ! 
roads m the1r prder of rmportance when . "';, : .. -; 
the time comes. · < · 

W.ater Supply for Towns in 
Oyo North-West I Const_ituency · 

11/61. Mr 0. 0. Gbolahan asked the 
Minister of Works and Transport to state 
when lgboho, Kishi, Igbetti, Sepeteri, Aha, 
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Offiki and other towns in Oyo North-West I 
Constituency will be provided with adequate 
water supply. 

· Mr Ajibola: Igbetti will be provided 
with water supply. Design work is 
completed and materials are arriving on site. 
Construction work will soon start. The other 
towns mentioned are under consideration. 

AGRICULTURE AND 
NATURAL RESOURCES 

Veterinary Control P.osts 

11/30. Mr V. I. Amadasun asked the 
Minister of Agricultur~ and Natural Re­
sources to state the total number of cattle and 
sheep that passed through the V e~erinary 
Control Posts during the year 1959-60. 

Th:~ Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources . (Alhaji Z. A. Opal eye): The 
'following figures indicate the total number of 
cattle and sheep that passed through the 
Veterinary Control Posts during the year 
1959-60. . 

Cattle 
Sheep 
Goats 

Dried Meat 

127,919 
43,189 

9,630 

11/31. Mr V. I. Amadasun asked the 
Minister of Agriculture . and Natural Re­
sources to state, in tonnage, the amount of 
.dried meat imported into Ibadan and Benin 
in 1958-59. 

Alhaji Opaleye: Figures of imports 
are not analysed Region by Region. It is 
therefore not possible to give the amount 
of dried meat imported into specific towns in 
the Region. The estimate of the amount of 
dried meat imported into Ibadan annually is 
three thousand tons. No estimate is available 
in the ·case of Benin. 

EDUCATION 

School's Vacation 

11 /53., Mr 0. Fashola asked the Minister 
of Education to state why is it that both the 

.·Primary and the Secondary Schools vacate 
and resume on the same dates. 

The. Pat'lht~ent~t'V Secretary to the 
Minister· of Education (M:r R. A. Olusa): 
B0th the Ashbv Comrnic;c;;f)n and the B~njo 
Commic;sion hnve stressed the need for a large ·· 
programme of in-service training for teachers 

and have recommended that a period of long 
vacation for ·. all schools should . be arranged 
for a pa~t of the year. Thi~" period of v~ca­
tion would be us~d for organising in-sel'Vice 
training, refresher courses and conferences 
.design,ed to improve the standard of work . of 
teacher's at all institutions. Government has 
accepted this recommendation and arrange­
ments have, therefore, been made for .·a 
period of ·vacation during which all primary 
and secondary schools and Grades II and III 
training colleges are closed. This is only 
possible by the application of a common 
calendar to all these institutions. 

Although most of the courses .fo.r in-service 
training are arranged for the 24,0QO untrained 
primary school teachers, other courses and 
conferences are organised for member~ of 
the Inspectorate, for teachers. in secondary . 
schools and teacher training colleges. _In 
many cases the. teachers in the higher institu­
tions are also recruited to teach in the courses 
organised for the primary school ~eachers. 
It is; therefore, an essential part of• our . 
educational effort that the . period of vacation 
should be the same for all these institutions. 
Moreover we require the servic~s ·of experts· 
from the United Kingdom for some of the 
courses and the long vacation for our schools 
is arranged to fall when the experts from the 
United Kingdom are available and the local 
university buildings are available to 
accommodate teachers. 

School Meals 

11/54. Mr 0. Fashola asked the Minister 
of Education to sfate whether or . not he is 
awar~ of the fact that some school~ · in . the 
Region usually request their pupils to · pay 
food fee in advance. · 

The Regional Minister in the Ministry 
of Education (Mr J. . 0. Oye): The 
practice of schools making arrangement for 
the . provision of mid-morning refreshment 
and/or lunch for their students is supported 
by my Ministry. This is necessary to ensure 
that each child has at least one good and 
regular meal a day. It is not .unusual for 
many children to go to school with. little or no 
breakfast and my hon. J;<'riend will agree with 
me that a hungry child carmot benefit much 
from school instruction. The organisation 
of school meals is not only expected to provide 
school children with food but also to teach 
them · good eating habits. . While many 

· primary schools have found it quite sufP<:ient 
to invite food ·sellers to bring .their wares to 

. the school during break and the children to 
go to them to purchase whatever they nee~l', .. .. ~ ... 

• I 
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many grammar schools have found it neces­
sary to use the operation as a means of 
organising communal living and eating. To 
help effective planning menus featuring 
balanced diet have had to be prepared well in 
advance. Also tables require to be properly 
laid prior to the serving of meals to give 
children the opportunity of sitting and eating 
decently at table. To make such an arrange­
ment work, ·quite a number of schools have 
found it necessary to make charges for food 
in advance so that they may know how many 
of their students would be requiring the 
serVices they plan to provide. Charges for 
food, are, however, expected to be ·· self,. 
balancing and to be se-parately accounted for 
and not lumped with any other fees which 
children have to pay such as for their tuition. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Assessment Committees 

H/40. Mr J. 0. Abioshun asked the 
Minister of Local Government · to state why 
Opposition Members are generally excluded 
from rates Assessment Committees in view 
of the fact that both parties enjoy the 
confidence of their electorates. 

The Minister of Local Government 
(Alhaji D. S. Adegbenro): It is not correct 
to say that Opposition Members are generally 
excluded from Assessment Committees. 
Many of the Committees approved by me 
dyri,ng the last five or six months have 

' inCluded Opposition Members whose names 
· were suggested to me either by their own 
party or by the Local Government Councils 
themselves. · In some cases, it had not been 

. possible to include Opposition Members, and 
the reason for this was always made known 
to the Council concerned. Sometimes it was 
because names were received too late or that 

. members of the Opposition supplied two sets 
of names to represent two factions of the same 
party; or that the names · suggested were 

. those of persons who were tax defaulters . 
· Whenever · such · was the situation, I was 
. prepared to 'allow a one-party committee to 

carry on rather than delay the work of assess­
ment for the year. 

TRADE AND i NDUSTRY 

Industries 

. 11 /56. M r 0 . · 0. Gbolahan asked the 
Mi'1i~ter of· Trad~ and Indu:ltry tg §tt\to 
whether the ltegi,mal Government has any 
plan -to site any industrial projects in Shaki 

and Irepo District Council Areas in order to 
raise the standard of living of the inhabitants 
of these areas. 

The Minister of Trade and Industr y 
(Mr K. S. Y. Momoh): The Government 
is anxious to ensure. that in the development 
of the Region, rural areas are given adequate 
attention, because in the final analysis these 
areas form the back:.bone of the Region's 
economy. The Government · proposes to 
launch an integrated rural development 
scheme, which is intended . to bring directly 
to many rural areas of the Region a higher 
standard of living. This scheme takes a 
prominent place in the 1962-63 Development 
Plan. 

The integrated scheme covers agricultur~J 
as well as rural indu.strial development. In 
the industrial field, my Ministry is working 
in conjunction with other Ministries on two 
programmes directed towards bringing indus­
trial development to the rural areas. 

First, it is proposed to establish ipdustrial 
estates in various centres of the Region to 
which every effort will be made to attract 
suitable ' industries, and which would bring 
industrial amenities closer to the people. 
Such industrial estates have been established 
at Ikeja and lViushin, and several others are 
proposed for other centres throughout the 
Region. Investigation and surveys are being 
conducted to determine suitable centres for 
these proposed additional industrial .estates. 

Secondly, under the auspices of ·the 
American Agency for International Develop­
ment, the Government has procured the 
services of Arthur D. Little Incorporated, 
a well-known · specialist American· firm in 
economic development, to carry . out a 
comprehensh;e survey of the industrial 
potentialities of the rural areas of the Region 
and to advise Government on c;uitable small 
scale and cottage industries to be established 
in e<1 ch area. The members of the survey 
team are already here and arrangements are 
being macle for them to start their work 
without delay. When the survey ' is 
completed, it is hoped that the Scheme will 
benefit many rural areas, including Shaki and 
I repo District Council Areas. , 

Industrialisation / , 

· 11/63. M r J. 0. Abioshun asked the 
Minister of Trade and Industry to state 
~hether, in view of the establi~hment of 
{ndustrial projects all over the West~m 
R~~ign the Regional G (1. r'mment ha$ §lny · 
plarts to 1ndustrlalise I wo and the nearby 
Districts·. 

.· . ' 
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M r K. S. Y. Momoh: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I would like to invite the attention of the hon. 
Member to the reply just given to the last 
question. 

Mr C. 0. Olamigoke: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I would like to ask the Minister of Trade and 
Industry to mention places in this Region 
regarded as rural areas where these new 
industries would be established. · 

· Mr Momoh: Mr Speaker, Sir, at least 
I know that his area is one of them. (Laughter). 

~USINESS MOTIONS 
Suspension of Standing Order 4 (2) 

The Leader of the House and Minister 
of Finance (Chief J. A. 0. Odebiyi): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that Standing 
Order 4 (2) be suspended this day to allow 
the House to continue sitting after 1.00 p.m. 
if necessary. . · 

Chief G. E. Ekwejunor-Etchie: I beg to 
second. 

Question proposed. 

Question put and agreed to. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

GOVERNMENT LOTTERIES (AMEND­
MENT) BILL-SECOND READING 

Order for Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Finance (Chief J. A. 0. 
Odebiyi): Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to move 
the Second Reading of a Bill for a Law to 
amend the Government Lotteries Law. The 
Bill seeks; inter alia, to make it possible for 
lotteries draws to be· held monthly rather 
than bi-monthly, as is the case at present. 

Under the existing syRtem of lottery which 
was "Introduced in the Region about -seven 
years ago, applications are sold to members 
of the public prior to the issue of lottery 
tickets to them. Subscribers are required 
to fill in some particulars, such .as their names 
and addresses, before their applications are 
forwarded to the office of the Principal 
Lotteries Officer for processing. Thereafter, 
official tickets, written out by clerks specially 
employed for the purpose, are then forwarded 
to the subscribers. '· 

Experience-has shown that the processes 
involved before officinl ticket cnn he issued 
to subscribers impose a limit both on the 
number of draws which can be held in a year 
and on the amount of tevenue which can 
accrue to Government from this source. 
It is therefore proposed to introduce· a new 
syst~m of lottery which would involve the 

sale of official tickets · to members of the 
public in one final transaction. 

lion. Members would like to know that 
the proposed lottery system has been tried 
in other parts of the world, such as in Malaya, 
where it has proved more efficient than the 
system now in operation in this Region. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. 

Oba C. D. Akran: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
beg to second. 

Questi~n proposed. 

Mr D. E. Qkumagba (Warri East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to oppose the amendment. 
Considering the poor presentation of the 
amendment itself, it is not easy to see very 
clearly the necessity for the changes. How­
ever, I see in the objects and reasons of the 
llmendment that the purpose of this amend­
ment is to abolish the present system whereby 
tickets in respect of Government lotteries 
have to be purchased by means of applications 
containing, among other: particulars, the 
names and addresses of the subscribers on 
purchasing their tickets. There will be no 
necessity . for forwarding particulars as to 
the names of the subscribers from the· official 
Headquarters. I think, Mr Speaker, Sir, 

· that this system . will be open to fraud and, 
compared with the old system, there is 
~othing to recommend it. 

In the ·old system, subscribers get their 
tickets and, when the draws are made, the 
names of the winners, together with the 
number of winners, are published, and people 
get to know that the winners are such and 
such, and from such and such places. . I 
think that the old system inspires confidence 
in people who buy the tickets; but the-present 
$VStem Wjll only require subscribers to btiy 
the tickets and only wait to be told that the 
winners are numbers so, so, -and so_. I think · 
this is not good enough, and if the only 
reason for introducing the amendment is to 
increase the number of draws in a month so as 
to make increased revenue, the Government 
ought to have considered that in introducing 
the amendment arrangements should be made 
so that those who buy the tickets will feel 'that 
justice · is being done. Justice should nof 
only be done but should appear to, be done 
also. 

I seize this . opportunity, . Mr Speak.er, 
to condemn betting or any lotterv of any 
form in this country. I know our people. 
Niqerians are verv money-con~cious. If you 
look through schools and offices, yo'u . ·will 
find people getting so interested in lotteries, 

.. 
, · ' 
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wasting time filling coupons; and all the rest 
of it. I think .the only reason for introducing 
any law legalising betting of any form in · 
Nigeria I .consider .good is to .prevent our 
mon,ey flowing outside the country. Apart 
from that I do not think there is any necessity 
legalising or giving Government support to 
betting of any form. If this is to be done to 
prevent . our ·money flowing outside the 
country, I recommend to Government that 

· it should be done in a way which will inspire 
confidence in the people. . So, the mover of 
this Bill should give us an assurance that 
arrangements will be made so that all people 
who buy tickets will be satisfied that justice is 
done and that the only necessity for changing 
the old system is to increase revenue. 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, quite 
frankly I cannot understand the basis of the 
argument of the only Member of the Opposi­
tion who has spoken against this Bill. The 
point which he has made does not in any way 
help the objectives which are intended to be 
achieved under the amendment proposed in 
this Bill. For instance, he made the point 
that, in principle, he was opposed to any 

, · fc:trn'l. of betting or .gambling taking place in 
any part of the country. I agree, Sir, but 
surely, if people have certain susceptibilities, 
what we should do is to divert those suscepti­
bilities into good channels. We have good 

. men and bad men. you cannot say that 
because you want good men to exist in 
Nigeria, therefore you will not make a law 
to regulate the conduct of bad men. 

One of the reasons why the lottery was ever 
· initiated here at all was because people were 

indulging in this kind of thing, and it was 
felt that if the proceeds were directed to 
humanitarian purposes, then something good 
would have come out of something bad. 
As a result of that, Sir, a hirge number of 
dispensaries and tuberculosis clinics have 
been established from the proceeds of the 
lotteries fund. 

The other point which the hon. Member 
made · is that the old system which we seek 

. · to amend here seems to be better than the 
·present one. I think, Sir, that it i~ better that 
people should have their ticket numbers only, 
instead of their names bein~ included, · 
because it is pf)c;sible, when the draw is being 
held, for people to see the namP.s of some 
particular personc; thev know. TherP.fore, if 
numbers are made on the tickets it will m~ke 
them fraud-pr00f. . It lleems to me that the 
hon. Member's knowledge is limited to the 

knowledge that he himself is not a ·lottery 
staker; I am not a lottery staker myself. 
We can only do what the experts tell us. 

Question put and agreed to. 
Bill accordingly read a · ·second time and 

committed to t.he Committee of the whole House. 
Bill immed~ately considered in Committee .. 
(In the Com:nittee). 
Clauses 1 to 4 agreed to. 
(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair). 

Bill reported without ame:zdment, read the 
Third time and passed. 

COMMUNAL LAND RIGHTS (VESTING . ' 

IN TRUSTEES) (AMENDMENT) BILL 
SECOND READING 

()rder for Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Lands and Housing 
(Chief J. 0. Adigun): Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I rise to inove the Second Reading of a Bill 
for a Law to 2mend the Communal Land 
Rights (Vesting iii Trustees) Law. 

Mr Speaker, as MeJ;Ubers will remember, 
when His Excellency delivered His Speech 
from the Throne he mentioned th~t eertain 
duties are now assigned to the Minister of · 
Midwest Affairs . . One of these duties is in 
respect of land- tenure and this particular 
Bill is designed to confer on the Minister of 
Midwest Affairs duties in respect of commu­
nal land rights. I do not think there is any 
cause for long debate on this Bill. 

Mr Speaker Sir, I beg ·to move. 

Oba C. ·D. Akran: I beg to second. 

Several hon. Members rose-

Mr Speaker: When I .· stand, nobody 
stands. (Laughter). 

Question proposed. 

, . Mr V. I. Amadasun (Benin · West I): 
.Mr Speaker, Sir, rightly, as the Mover of 
the Second Reading of this Bill has · said, · 
the Bill is indeed non-controversial, but' the 
fact that there is no controversy about it 
does nut make i~ impervious to the Opposi­
tion's criticism. . ·• . ' · . · 

· Now, Mr Sneaker Sir,r I have said before 
that this very gesture of the Regional Govern­
ment is one of the best things they have ever 
done-that is, by transferring the res pons- • 
ibiHties in res,eet of communnl hmde in tho · 
Midwest to a Midwesterner. I congratulate 
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1sdng time filli~g coupons, and all the rest 
it. · I think the only reason for introducing 
i law legalising betting of any form in 
igeria I consider good ·is to prevent our, 
oney flowing outside the country. Ap~rt 
)m thari do not think there is any necessity 
~alising or -giving Government' support ,to 
tting of any form. If this is to be done to 
event our money flowing outside the 
untry; I recommend ~o Government that 
should be done in a way which will inspire 
nfidence in the people. So, . the mover of 
is Bill should give us an assurance that 
··angements will be made so that ~ll people 
10 buy tickets will be satisfied that justice is 
ne and that the only necessity for changing 
: <?ld system is to increase revenue. 

::hief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, . Sir, quite 
nkly I cannot understand the basis of the 
:ument of the only Member of the Opposi­
n who has spoken against this Bill. The 
nt which he.has made does not in any way 
p . the objectives. which are intended to be 
tieved under the amendment proposed in 
5 Bill. For instance, he made the point 
t, in · principle, he was opposed to any 
m. of betting or gambling taking place in· 
' part of the country. I agree, Sir, but 

· ely, if people have ·certain susceptibilities, 
at we should do is. to divert those suscepti­
ties into good channels. We have good 
n and bad · men. You cannot say that 
.ause you want good men to exist in 
;eria, therefore you will not make a law, 
·egulat,e th'e co~duct of bad men. 

)ne of the reasons why the lottery was ever 
iated here at all was because people were 
ulging in this kind of thing, and it was 

that if the proceeds were directed to 
nanitarian purposes, then something good 
1ld have come out of something bad. 
a result of that, Sir, a large number of 
)ensaries and tuberculosis clinics have 
n established from the proceeds of the 
er~es fund. 

'he other point which the hon. Member 
:ie. is that the old system which we seek · 
1mend here seems to be better than the 

· sent one. I think, Sir, that it is better that 
ple should have their ticket numbers only, 
ead ·of their names being included, 
ause it is p0ssible; when the draw is being 
11 for people to see the naml!s of some 
ticular persons thev kn/')w. Therefore, · if 
nbers are made· on the tickets it will make 
m fraud~pr-0of. It seems to me that the 
1. Member's knowledge is limited to the 

knowledge that he himself is not a lottery 
staker; I am not a lottery staker myself. 
We can only do what the e}fperts tell us. 

Question put and agreed to. 
Bill accordingly 1·ead a Second time and 

committed to the Committee of the whole House. 
Bill immediately considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee). 
Clauses 1 to 4 agreed to. 
(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair). 
Bill reported without amendment, read the 

Third time and passed. . · 

~ . 
COMMUNAL LAND RIGHTS (VESTING 
IN TRUSTEES) (AMENDMENT) BILL 

SECOND READING 

Order for Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Lands and Hou~ing 
(Chief J. 0. Adigun): Mr Speaker,, Sir, 
I rise to move the Second Reading of a Bill 
for a Law to 2-mend the Communal Land 
Rights (Vesting in Trustees) Law. 

Mr Speaker, as M~mbers will remember, 
when His Excellency delivered His Speech 
from the Throne he mentioned thllt certain 
duties are now assigned to the Minister of 
Midwest Affairs. One of these duties is in 
respect of land tenure and this particular 
Bill is designed to confer on the Minister of 
Midwest Affairs duties in respect of commu­
nal land rights. I do not think there is any 
cause for long debate on this Bill. 

Mr Speaker Sir, I beg to move. 

Oba C. D, Akran: I beg to second. 

Several hon. Members rose-

Mr Speaker: When I stand, nobody 
stands. (Laughter). 

Question proposed. 

Mr V. I. Amadasun (Benin West I): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, rightly, as the Mover of 
the Second Reading of this Bill has · said, 
the Bill is indeed non-controversial, but, the 
fact that there is no controversy about it 
does not make it impervious to the Opposi-· 
tion's criticism. .. 

Now, Mr Soeaker Sir, I have said before 
that this very gesture of the Regional Govern- · 
ment is one of the best things they have ever 
done-that is, by transferring the respons­
ibilities in resoect of communal lands in the 
Midwest to a Midwesterner.· I congratu~ate 
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them. (Cheers). But this also is a testimony . 
of the fact that the agitation for self­
determination in the Midwest is a genuine 
agitation. (Interruptions). · 

Now, Mr Speaker Sir, I am in this House 
telling' the Ministers ·on the other side that 
communal lands in the Midwest vary from 
place to place, and the customs or the 
tradition governing all these lands also vary. 
Now, Sir, in the original Law there is a 
section which says that, before these powers 
are exercised by the Minister to whom 
responsibility for communal lands is assigned, 
there should be an enquiry. That is very 
good; because without ·an eriqu_iry, if you 
want to make politics out of communal lands, 
there would be a lot of bloodshed. You 
'Irnow of many other Regions where heads of 
people 'were flying in the air because of trouble 
over lands. I pray that this will not happen 
in this Region. 

Mr Speaker Sir, I remember that on 28th 
July, 1958, the former Ministel' of Lands 
and Labour; then the hon. J. 0. Osuntckun, 
instituted an enquiry. The Commissioner 
was Mr P. C. Lloyds. All parties in Benin­
,the Action Group, the NCNC, the NPC, 
and the traditional members- ( Government 
Bench: . Any NPC in Benin?)~gave evidence, 
and then all of them were unanimous in 
saying that, according to Benin tradition, 
the Oba of Benin, Akenzua II, is the tradi­
tional sole trustee over Benin lands. But 
according to our information (I do not know 
whether my information is correct or not) 
it appears, Sir, that some . . Action Group 
chiefs in Benin City are angling to be co­
trustees with the Oba of Benin. This is 
diametrically against our tradition. But 
I thank God that han. J. E. Otobo, to whom 
this responsibility has been assigned, is a 
very good, honest Midwesterner, and I am 
sure he will make enquiries before the 
application of these sections to any communal 
land in the Midwest is made. 

Mr Speaker Sir, with this very brief 
explanation, I beg to support the Bill . . 

Mr D. E. Okumagba (Warri East): 
Mr Speaker Sir, I regard this as a very good 
opportunity afforded me to force the Minister 
of Lands to hear what the people of Warri 
have against him. I · have made several 
attempts i~ this House to get the House to 
hear the complaints of Warri people through 

·me, but each time I do it there is always a 
clever manoeuvre to prevent me from discuss­
ing the matter on the floor of this House. 

I seize this opportunity, Mr Speaker Sir, 
to disclose the abuse of power that has been 

delegated to the trustees all over· the Region; ' 
and you will ·see that, as I now speak, the 
Minister from the Midwest, from W arri 
Division, is now sitting by the Minister of 
Lands and Housing. I remember that when 
I gave notice to spf.ak on the Adjournment 
Motion on this matter it was he who made it 
i~possi}:)le for the House to have a quorum,.so 
that I might not be heard. (Interruptions). 
Even as soon as he saw that I was about to 
speak, he left his seat at the far end of the 
front bench" to sit by the Minister of Lands 
and Housing to continue the secret fils­

representation of facts to the Minister. 
Chief G. E. Ekwejunor-Etchie: Mr 

Speaker Sir, I would take objection. 
Mr Okumagba: Mr Speaker Sir,. he 

should first of all explain why he left his seat. 
(Prolonged Interruptions). 

Mr Spea1ter: The hon. Gentleman has 
got no right to impute improp_er motives . on 
another Member of the House. · And 1 

secondly, all the front benchers on the 
Government could sit anywhere they like in 
the front bench because they have collective 
responsibility. Will the Member withdraw 
the improper motive on the han. Gentleman? 

Mr Okumagba: I withdraw. (Shame, 
shame) . . 

Mr Speaker Sit, it is true that power is 
being abused. In Warri, everything is being 
done by the trustees to get as much money as 
possible from the former crown lessees: 
I have here i~ possession one of tJ'le types 
of letters written:to .former crown lessees .by 
the trustees in Warri which I will now read to 
the House, with the permission of the 
Speaker. This letter was addres$ed to one 
Mr Obodo Okorokpo_ro of 2 Urhobo Road, 
Alder's Town, Warri. It reads: · ·'·'. · ', 

"Sir, 
Expired Deed of Assignment . 

I have to inform you that your deed of 
assignment dated the 22nd day of February, 
1936 expired on the 4th .of July, 1957. 
From your application form for extended 
lease dated 16th April, 1959, it is observed . 
that you have applied for a regrant. The 
trustees will be willing . to consider a 
regrant to you in respect of this plot, · upon · 
the payment of the following fees: -

. £ . s d ' 
New gr,ound rent ... 14 0 0· 
Balance of deed fee . . .. 0 5 0 
Registration and stamping . . . 3 0 0 
2s 6d adhesive stamp for coun-

terpart .. . . . 

Total .... £ 7 6 
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· 2~ The regrant also is subject to the 
fulfilment of the building covenant con­
tained iri the original deed of lease dated 
the 5th day of July 1927 and registered as 
No. 28 at pag;e 28 in volume 215, Lagos. 

I remain, 
Yours faithfully, 

Secretary, 
Itsekiri Communal Land Trustees". 

But h.ere is a receipt which shows that the 
rent fot.: the former year was £6. They have 
now increased the rent from £6 to £14. 
This is the letter. 

I asked a question in this House last · 
Session and the Minister of Lands replied 

·that there would be no stamp duties or 
registration fees to be paid in respect of deeds 
submitted for registration and stamping by 
the trustees. · The question was answered 
on the: floor of this House. But here is a reply 

· sent to one of the lessees notifying him that 
he ' ".';Otlld have to pay £3 in respect of a deed 
as registration and stamp duty fees; whereas 
the Government has arranged to stamp and 
register these deeds free of charge. That was 
the information given to this House as a result 
of, a question asked by me and which was 
answered by the Minister of Lands. I know 
that the purpose of the J,.,aw was not to get 
more money, . not to enable the trustees to 
swindle or get mpney froni lessees .in a very 
dishon.ourable . manner. So I seize this 
opportunity to reveal to the Minister that it 
was not' his intention that this power should 
be · used as is now being done. I am happy 
to give you this information. 

" . 

· As ·proof to ' the House that the people 
from my · constituency have for some time 
been compJaining to the Minister without 
any sign that the Minister is considering their 
case, on· the 6th of April, 1960, all the former 
Crown lessees in Warri forwarded a petition 

·. to the Minister. They got a reply saying 
that the matter was being considered. Up 
till this moment, no action has been taken. 

So I am very happy that it is possible for 
me to reveal to the House and the general 
public that the purpose of the Law is not to 
enable l1- group of people to get money in a 
very unfair way from the public; if the 
Government is satisfied that this· is not the 
original intention of the law, the Minister 

· • of Lands and Housing · should take the 
proper action. · · 

· ·; Mr · Speaker, Sir, I beg to oppose the 
Amendment. 

Mr A. T. Rerri (Urhobo West 1): Mr 
Speaker Sir, I beg to support the Bill. But 
in supporting the 'Bill I would like to make a 
few points. · 

The first is that I remember that the 
present Communal Land Rigl~ts (Vesting in "' 
Trustees) (Amendment) Law was enacted 
in February 1958, and, shortly after the 
enactment, Government caused circulars to 
be sent to very many members ,·of the Warri 
community. The gist of the circular is to 
the effect that Government is. not going to 
work any hardship on anyone and that ·the 
effect of the transfer is simple-namely, 
that it was not going to create any difficulties 
for anyone. In short, Government put it 
very dearly that the condition of things under 
the transfer state •Will not be less favourable 
than what Government had been doing in the 
past. Everybody hailed the Government 
circular. I am sure the hon. Minister is 
well aware of the circular I am referring to. 

Under the old system-(Interruptions)-:-the 
conditions for revision were very simple. The 
revision clause was solidly there. No one 
got into trouble when it was time to get it 
done. But in · a draft deed which was 
circulated a few months ago, the revised 
condition was ,inserted. For example, if 
anybody signed those deeds, that is, after 
thirty years, forty years or ninety-nine years 
as the case may be .... .. (Interruptions). That 
is what it amounts to, since there is no 
condition for revision or extension of time. 
Because of this and a number of issues, 
a delegation was sent to the hon. Minister and,· 
at the time of speaking, the hon. Minister 
has not made his mind clear on the matter. 

Another offensive attachment to the deeds 
presented by the trustees is that there is an 
elen::1ent of personal encroachment · on the 
personal freedom of the lessee. Nobody 
would spend £1,000 to £2,000 ·in building 
a house and would want that house tu'mbled 
down in a year or two ; so that I am referring · 
to the particular clause in the deed which says 
that the tt:).lstees would go in personally 
to see that you are keeping your room clean 
and tidy and that the slightest minor repair 
you make must be reported to the trustees. 
The opinion I hold is that if a man could 
find £1,000 or £2,000 to build a house, he 
will be zealous to see that the house does not 
decay or depreciate so fast. So that I regard 
the clause as encroaching on personal liberty. 

The other point I am against in the present 
lease being given out by the present trus~ees 
at Warri is that the fees arr, excessive. 

" ~ ' 
I 
I • 

I 
i 
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Mr Speaker: I wish to call the hon. here with nothing other than malice. I-I on. 
Ge.ntleman to order. The speech on this Members will take note that each time we 
appears to be going too far and wider than talk about the Communal Lands Law they 

· the context of the Bill. :I'he Bill is just to speak as if the Communal Land Rights . 
amend· certain sections and I can assure (Vesting in. Trustees) Bill has_ been applied 
the hon. Member that it is that amendment to Warri alone. I want them to know that · 
that we should speak upon. (Interruptio~s). this amendment has been applied not only 

to Warri but also to Sapele. You cari 
Mr Qkumagba: I just follow you when observe that throughout the speech of the 

you said that the very portion of that Bill, two hon. Members they made no reference 
as amended, is what we should talk upon. to the application of this Law to Sapele. 
Well, that could have been so but I think it (Interruption). The fact is that a batch of 
would afford us an opportunity to say anything them sitting on the other side are disgruntled 

,that is actually paining us about the whole elements who have forfeited their inordinate 
Law. · claims to· Warri land in a suit which has been 

Mr Speaker: That is your opinion? 

Mr Okumagba: That is my opinion and 
I think it is the opinion of everyone of us on 
this side of the House. 

Mr Speaker: The opinion of all of you 
on that side does not change .my own opinion 
which is contrary to yours. I have told you 
what I think about the Bill. 

Mr Rerri: Mr Speaker Sir, I thank you 
for the indulgence given me. 

In going into a little bit more detail than 
I have done, I really wanted to assist the hon. 
Minister in appreciating some of the difficul­
ties that we have been having there; otherwise 
I can see that the provisions of the Bill are 
really quite simple. It is the implementation 
of-(Interruptions)~the announcement that 
the question of Local Government, Customary 
Courts and Communal Lands is being 
transferred from one Ministry to another, 
so that the effect of this, really, is to make the 
hon. Minister of Midwest Affairs handle 
su~h matters. I appreciate that. I was 
merely trying to put some of the facts that 
are less known to our hon. Ministers so that 
in future they will treat us with greater 
fairness. 

Mr Speal~er, I beg to support. 

The Regional Minister in the Ministry 
of Trade and Industry (Chief G. E. 
Ekwejunor-Etchie): Mr Speaker Sir, I 
am rising to correct a wrong impressioJ! 
which has been created on this Bill by two 
Opposition members. (Opposition Benches: 
Reply). I do not intend to reply. (Opposi­
tion Benches: Sit down). I am not charged 
with the responsibility for this Bill but I feel 
I must bring to light a certain malice which 
is borne in the minds of the Opposition. 
(Opposition Benches: ,Speak English). I 
want the House, as from today, to recognise 
the fact that my honourable colleagues who 
have spoken on_ the other side have come 

... · ?. 

fought as far as to the Privy Council. ~ They 
have lost; and these are ' the people who 
always cause confusion over a judicial 
decision upon a disputed land. (Interrup:. 
tions). 

Mr Rerri: Standing Order 27, section 5: 
It shall be out of order, it is wrong, to call an 
hon. Member a disgruntled member. _ It is 
an offensive language.· · . ·', 

Mr Speaker: Order, Order. I do not . 
agree with the hon. Gentleman. 

Chief Ekwejunor-Etchie: Mr Speaker 
Sir, I do not intend to take the time of the 
House._ All I really want to say is that the hon. 
Gentlemen from Warri and from Western· 
Urhobo Constituencies are people who belong 
to a family and who are taking us I tsekiris · 
into judicial disputes over Warri ·land, and 
they have lost even after dragging the whole 
question to the Privy Council; yet they do not ' 
feel satisfied of the issue of the ownership of 
Warri by the Itsekiri people; · so that, at any 
time any matter affecting Warri land is 
discussed, I wish it to be noted that it should 
not weigh in the minds of Members, be'cause 
these Gentlemen are labouring under the loss 
of their own ambition over Warri land. 
(Cheers from Government Benches) .' 

The Minister of Economic Planning 
and Community Development (Oba C. D. 
Akran): Everybody in this House has 
agreed that this is not a controversial Bili, 
and you have all supported it. Where people 
have gone wrong . you, Sir, have corrected 
them. I think it is enough to let it be kno\Vn 
that we the Government, do not intend any 
'ill in , that area. Wherever people think 
things are not being done in the spirit of this 
Law, they shptild bring them to the notice of 
the appropriate Minister. and their grievances 
will be looked into. · 
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, ·Chief Adigun: I think, for record purposes, 
that it should be necessary to give a brief 
e"planation of the points raised. The aim 
of .the Bill has been fully treated by me, Sir. 

· The hon. Member for Benin West I has 
·spoken about difficulties concerning 

. communal .lands in Benin. 

. It is a fact, and it is on record, that one of 
the reasons why there were complications on 
the application of this particular Law .is the 
fact that the Oba of ·Benin contended at 
that time that the trustees of Benin should be 
not only himself but ·also his mother, his 
brother and his children and we felt 
that things like that were likely to bring future 
difficulties. As a result of .this, Government 
decided to make a further inquiry before 
·the Law is . applied to Benin. But the, fact 
remains that before this Law is applied in 
Benin, the Minister who is now going to take 
charge of the duties as far as . the Midwest is 
concerned could be further advised, not only 

. by f.lis Highness, the Oba of Benin, and the 
Chiefs of Benin, but also by all other people 
who know something about communal land 
in Benin. 

On the application of this Law in Warri, 
Sir, it is a fact that there were some petitioners 
who felt that certain things were not done 
in the proper way and they sent a petition 
to this Government. It will not be correct to 
say that Government did not do a;,ything 
about this. Government sent a letter to the 
petitioners and, if I may mentio~, Sir, the 
main reasons for the petition are as follows: 

(1) the trustees wanted to see the existing 
· Deeds of Leases before granting new leases ; 

(2) -the rents charged on the new leases 
were too 4igh; 

(3) the periods of rents revision we;•e 
not acceptable to the le:::-ses; and 

(4) the surri of . £5 charged by the 
Trustees for services in connection with the 
preparation of each new lease was too high. 

The complaints were referred to the Trustees 
and they made· their own explanations. 

As a result of these explanations, Govern­
ment sent a reply to the complainants, and 
Government's view was that there is need 

· for the Trustees to see the old lease, because 
they must be sure that the lease belongs to the 

. proper ·person. . If the person who . claims, 
let us say ·the ·lease, cannot produce the 
document, ther.1. he has no hope to claim a new 
lease. He . must be able to produce · the 
original lease before a new one is prepared in 
his name. 

:-': ~ .. 

On the question of rents, it is a fact "that 
Government decided that the rents should 
be on the original condition, excepting when 
the· rents revision clause will have to apply. 
The Clause says that after ten years, the rents 
could be reviewed following the development 
of the land. ·Certainly if the rent jumps from 
£5 to £10, nobody will quarrel, because there 
must have been some development on the 
land. The rents revision Clause is the 
normal revision Clause in all Government 
leases. It is not meant especially for Warri; 
it is the normal rents revision Clause. · 

On the question of £5, as . I mentioned 
yesterday, the Trustees have a: number of 
duties to perform; they have got to pay 
their staff; they have got to post these docu­
ments, and we felt that if they charged a 
fee o.f £5 it would not be too high. As a 
matter of fact, for Government leas~s it is 
£6; so that £5 in the case of Itsekiri land will. 
not be too high so long as Government 
charges £6 for crown lands . 

I don't think, Sir, that it is also correct 
to say that Governp1ent did not look into 
these complaints. Apart · from writing in 
reply to the petitioners, Government also 
invited a deputation from Warri. This 
deputation came, and they had a meeting 
with me, and I explained these conditions to 
them; the impression that they gave me was 
that they were satisfied with the explanations 
I gave them. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the hon. Member for 
Urhobo West I also mentioned that there is a 
condition or a clause in the Bill which says 
that some people have to inspect certain 
buildings-look into the rooms . . · I am not 
aware of any such condition. The conditions 
are the normal ones in Government leases, 
and if there is ahy extraordinary thing put in 
this document for Warri Communal Land, 
I would be grateful if the hon. Member would 
call my attention to it. . ' 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to present the Bill 
to the House. 

· .. 
Question put and agreed. 
Bill accordingly read a Seco~·d time 'O.nd 

committed to a Committee of the zphole House. 
Bill immediatd~ considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee). 
Clauses 1 and 2 agreed to. 
(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair) . 
BiZ{ accordingly reported without amendment, 

read the Third time and passed. 
Sitting suspended at 11.30 a.m. 
Sitting resumed at 12.15 p.m. 
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DEVELOF1\1ENT PLAN, 1962-68 
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Adjourned · Debate on the Question (2nd 
ApriZ)-

"That this House approve the proposals 
in the White paper entitled 'Western 
Nigeria Development Plan, 1962-:-68' ". 
Question again proposed. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Premier (Mr I. A. Ositelu): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I rise to support the Motion of the hon. 
Minist~r of Economic Planning and 
Community Development on the Western 
Nigeria Development P.lan, 1962-68. 

The 'first Development Plan, 1955-60 was . 
introduced in 1955. Under this Plan the 
Government of this Region, under the able 
leadership of the t h en Premier of this 
Region, Chief the hon. Obafemi Awolowo, 
succeeded in launching its programme for 
free primary education, tarring of roads, 
building of at least one hospital in each of 
the administrative divisions in the Region, 
supplying electricity to important towns 
and establishing small-scale industries. 
These schemes were financed from the 
internal resources of the . Western Region 
without borrowing either in the form of 
foreign loan or grant. 

Then came the second Five-year Develop­
ment Plan, 1960-65, introduced in 1959. 
Under this Plari, also, the Government 
embarked on Rural Water Supply, Farm 
Settlements and Farm Institutes, large-scale 
industrialisation, supply of electricity to all 
towns and villages in the Region, and 
expansion of the existing amenities. The 
Plan is to end in '1965 but .. owing to the belief 
of the Action Group in the unity of Nigeria 
and, in order to demonstrate that unity, the• 
Western Nigeria Government terminated the 

' 1960-65 Plan and married it with ·the new all 
Nigeria Economic Development 'Plan, 1962-
68. 

· _ Under the present Plan the Government 
proposes to spend £24"0 million for the 
services of this Region. Out of this huge 
amount the Government will spend a little 
over £90 . million on tarring and improving 
our roads, supplying water to all towns and 
villages in the Region, building more schools . 
and improving the existing ones, encouraging 
modern . agriculture, encouraging our traders 
by way of loans, supplying electricity to all 
towns and villages, expanding social services 
so that the lives of our people will no more 
be in danger, and large-scale industrialisation. 

In the present Development Plan one is 
happy to note that great premium is placed 
on· industrialisation and mechahis'at'ion of 
Agriculture. · 

One should congratulate this Covern~en1 
for having the welfare of the people of thi~ 
Region at heart. When the Action Grour 
took over the reins of Government of thi~ 
Region in 1952, there were less than t\-vent\ · 
Secondary Grammar Schools and College; 
today we have in the Region 189 Secondan 
Grammar Schools. There are also abou-
100 Teacher Training Colleges, 586 Secon 
dary Modern Schools and several thousanc 
Primary Schools. In addition; the Govern 
ment has recently sponsored the establishinen 
of the Urtiversity· of . Ife. (Cheers frm, 
Government Benches). By the t ime thi 
institution would start to turn out men, w• 
should have got well established industrie 
to absorb them, hereby solving the un 
employment problem: · 

Under our Constitution, Trade and Labou 
are concurrent matters; , While 'the We~ 
Regional Government has been busy plannin 
to improve the living conditions of the peopl 
of this Region, creati.ng employment oppo1 
tunities for our school leavers, what h: 
the Federal Government done to help soh 
unemployment in this Region? Nothin1 
Whereas in the Eastern Region, ·the, Feder: 
Government has encouraged the stimulatio 
of the Oil Industry and invested in partne. 
ship with private individuals the stim c 

£2 million to establish Nkalagu Ceme1 
Factory. The Federal Government is . ah 
intending to establish the Iron and Stc 
Industry that will cost £30 million at Onitsh 
Mr Speaker, it is the habit of some ho 
Members to come here to accuse this Goven 
ment of siting industries in certain areas 
the Region. I implore such Members 
appeal to the Federal Government to plea 
site some of the Federal Industrial projec 
in their areas in this Region. · · _ 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I sttpport. 

The Parliamentary Secretary ·to tl 
Premier '(Mr S. A. Adeniya): Mr Speakt 
Sir, I rise to support the Motion which t i · 
hon. the Minister of Economic· Planning h 
so ably moved in asking the House to appro 
of the White Paper on Western Regie. 
Development Plan for the ne~t six years. 
.·. In doing so I will crave the indulgence 
the Speaker to allo:w me to give the Whi 
Paper a new name, that is, "Peoples' Pro 
perity Progran1me". The White . Pap 
went Leyond mere rhetoric. It has a profotu 
meaning for Western Nigeria's fut~re. · 
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. Mr Speaker, Sir, it is true that political 
independence has been won. That is not 
all we fought for: · There are many other 
things which we must do to adorn our national 
sovereignty with the garb of reality. The 
battle for the economic emancipation of the 
masses of the p(!Ople must b,e WOn. 
Nigerians, regardless of tribe, creed, or 
political affiliation, are entitled to live a 
decent life. They must be properly housed, 

· adequately clothed, well educated and decently 
fed. To achieve these objectives the wealth 
of the nation must be stepped up and there 

· n1.ust be a re-orientation of our economic ideas. 

Not only that. Steps must be taken to 
ensure an even distribution of the wealth of 
the nation in order to demonstrate to the 
world that the magnificent achievement of 
our independence >vas not a mockery. 
· The main objectives of the White "faper 
are~ ,., . • 

(i) .to inGrease productivity; 

(ii) to · modernise agriculture and 
indu?try; 

· (iii) to accelerate the diversification of 
the economy of the Region; 
. (iv) to expand employrhent opportun-

ities; 
\ . 

(v) tQ continue to use and to strengthen 
the community development spirit . as . a 
medium of fostering economic progress; 

(vi) to strengthen the private sector of 
our economy . . 
The next six years will witness progress in 

the development which at the moment seems 
una~tainable. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the question that I will 
ask hon. Membet:s is, what shall we do as 
representatives of the people in this connec­
tion? My answer is that-

(i) ·it is our duty as accredited represent­
atives .of the people to interpret . correctly 
the theme of the Government's programme 
without any political bias; 

(ii) it is our duty to be prepared to make 
sacrifices and to educate the masses of our 
people to follow suit when called upon to 
do so, in order to find answers . to some of 
the intriguing questions besetting the 
masses of the people; 

(iii) we are in · duty bound to encourage 
. in the people of this Regiop the spirit of 

community development. It is when this 
is done that we shall be contributing, 
partly, our own shares in the progress of 
the Region. 

It must be remembered that the quest for 
food, shelter and clothing will continue in 
intensity with the growth of .population. 
Our national stability and survival will depend 
on how far these great human needs can be 
satisfied. We must, therefore, be prepare~i 
to face the toughest battle Nige·i·in has ever 
had to face in order to satisfy the needs of our 
people. The next battle is economic. It is 
essential that we must win this battle a.qd, 
unless we succeed, all our efforts, and all our 
triumphs during the struggle for sovereignty 
will be of no avail. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, may I end with the words 
of President Kennedy during his inaugura­
tion, but you will permit my changing some 
words: (Interruptions). 

"Let everybody know that we shall pay 
any price, bear any burden, meet any 
hardship, and support any friend or 
oppose any foe to assure our economic 
survival". 

Mr J. A. Ajuwon (Ibadan East Rural I): 
Mr Speaker, Sir; · I rise to support this 
Motion:. In doing so, 1 would like to call the 
attention of this House to the Five-year 
Development Plan of this Region and to say 
that it is a shame to the Regional Govern­
ment. During . the time, the educational 
programme was · very useless: The free 
primary education of this Region is redundant 
and useless. Imagine that you cannot easily 
get a Primary VI boy or girl who is able to 
spell correctly the simplest word like "want". 
(Prolonged Interruptions). I am telling you 
now that there must be better education for 
our youngsters. If the Government cannot 
provide proper" education, the free primary 
education should be scrapped entirely. My · 
reason for saying this is that in the olden days, 
when a boy read Standard VI he got a job, rut 

'- today that is not the qse. (Interruptions): 

Mr A. Ajibola: Point of Order. Stand­
ing Order 2: The proceedings and debates 
of the House shall be in the English Lat).guage! 

Mr · Speaker: As long as you can 
understand what he is saying he is speaking 
in English. The hon. Gentleman can now 
continue. 

Mr Ajuwon: Mr Speaker, Sir, there is 
no provision made for secondary modern 
schools. I am challenging the Premier of 
this Region. He should tell us how many of 
his children are in these secondary modern · 
schools and free primary . schools. He 
should mention two or three of them. 
(Interruptions). I would like the Premier of 
this Region or the Minister of Economic 
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Development to state- how many of his 
children are in these 'secondary modern 
schools. (Interruptions). 

Oba Akran: While I shall not be able 
to answer for the Premier, may I say that 
two. of my children went to Awolowo School. 
(Cheers). Just now I have nobody young 
enough to be in any of these schools. Some 
of them are working, but two went to 
Awolowo School. 

Mr Speaker: . Order, Order, will the 
hon. Gentle~an continue his speech. 

Mr Ajuwon: We agree with the Minister 
of Economic Development, but would like 
to assure you that thet;e rriust be efforts to 
get an industrial development for these 
people to study after leaving primary schools. 
Now, what I mean is this: the secondary 
modem . school leavers, after leaving the 
schools, will go back roaming about in the 
town; no job, no food, nothing at all; and 
you people are boasting of education in 
Western Region. I can see nothing done 
there, Mr Speaker, Sir. Nothing, practically 
nothing; but the point is that Government is 
to embark on an industrial project so that 
when these people leave school they can get 
their earning easy and quiet. 

Mr Adeniya: 
The business of 
this Region shall 
(Interruptions). 

Standing Order No. 2: 
the legislative houses of 
be conducteg in English. 

Mr Speaker: I have stated that he 
appe'hrs to be speaking in English. (Laughter). 

Mr Ajuwon: Mr Speaker,· Sir, now the 
Regional Government is always boasting of 
industries. To me I have ne·ver been able 

· to see any industry put up by this GovernM 
ment. (Interruptions). The Ewekoro 
Cement Factory which the Government is 
claiming to be the highest industry in this 
Region ..... . (Interruptions). I know what I 
mean when I say "industry'' (Interruption). 
When I was in England-well, many people 
on that side of the House may accuse me that 
I have been to England on ex-servicemen's 
affairs (Interruptions). When I say that I 
was in England as a veteran of the world war­
(Interruption). Yes, of the World War II. 
May I say, Mr Speaker,. Sir, that he (Mr 
Osuntokun) was then a very, very young 
chap. I mean, I can say this with authority. 
(Interruption). 

Mr Speaker:' Order, Order. 

Mr Ajuwon: The question of unemploy­
ment in this Region is a case for this Govern­
ment. to solve: No doubt· our boys a~e 
roammg a~out m the streets. (Interruptions). 
I would hke to repeat that the question of 
unemployment in this Region is a problem 
for this Government-a great problem. 
and we . will not leave you people · unless 
you could do something better in thi~ Region. 
Whether you like it or not, you must, you 
are bound to . ·do it._ ·· In· the past, 'I 
remember I went to the Labour Exchange, 
at Lebanon Street; and before 8 a.m. there 
:vere gathered about 1,500 people who were 
Jobles~, and you say that you are adopting 
austenty measures and sending economic 
missions to England. Where is the result 
of the economic mission novv? Shame; 
I say "shame". 

Another point is this question · of farm 
settlements. The Regional Government says 
there are farm settlements here and there. 
I have never seen anything done by the 
Government about these far':m settlements· 
nothing~ Anothe~· point is that, when tlte; 
say farm settlement, farm means where 

. somebody lives, works, earns his ·living, and 
after all has plenty of money; but now visit 
the pla.ces where _some of the young boys 
really hve; you wlll know that it is killing . . 
I say this, but you know it, but you did not 
say it. If you want to be honest ·to your­
selves you will say it. (Interruptions). 

What I want to tell the Minister of 
Econ?mic ~eve~opment is that the money 
mentwned m thiS Programme should not be 
used in touring overseas, not to be used in 
~ending e_c;:onomic missions overseas. I know 
that when you estimate an amount of money. 
for something, you do so in order that you · 
can get your own share into your pockets. -

Oba Akran:. It is unparliamentary to 
~ay that we estimate money .for something 
m order to make money into our own pockets; 
I lmo:v that some people do not obey the 
?tandmg Orders but at least _it is _your own·. 
JOb to 'make them obey the ·orders. I will 
leave it at that. 

Mr Speaker: It is correct, as the hon. 
Minister has said, that the hon. Member for 
Ibadan, Mr Ajuwon, is making some wild 
allegations ag"inst the Members of· the 
Government. (Interruption). ·I know that 
ho?·. Mer;nber~ are covered . by certain . , 
pnvtleges m this House, but I think that it 
has been rightly pointed out that Memqers · 
should conform to a standard of behaviour 
and I hope Members will take note of this. · ' 



· · 323 Western Nigeria Development 5TH APRIL, 1962 · Plan, 1962-68 324 . ' 

· Alhaji Adegbenro: Mr Speaker, Sir, Alhaji B. 0. Obisesan: (lbadan North­
when we say that the hon. Member is East I): Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to support 
rnaking wild allegations, we mean that the the Motion on the Western Nigeria Develop­
allegations are not against the Action Group ment Plan; 1962-68 so ably moved by Oba 
but an indictrri'ent against the Government. C. D. Akran. 
(Interruption). 

Mr Speaker: I agree that the bon. 
Member for lbadan (Mr Ajuwon) has been 
imputing improper motives. (Interruption). 
(Shouts of "Withdraw, withdraw"). 

l\1r Ajuwon: When h.on. Awolowo went 
on an Economic Mission to Europe, he made 
a deal-. (Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: Order, Order. I would 
ask the hon. Member to withdraw the 
statement. 

·· MrAjuwon: 
ruptions). 

I cannot withdraw. (Inter-
• 

Mr Ajuwon: Point of information, Sir, 
he is not qualified to address this House. 
He is from my own area and he is an NCNC 
like myself, but during-(interruptions). 

Alhaji Obisesan: It is my duty as a 
representa'tive of lbadan North-East .to appeal 
to this House not to countenance what has 
been said by · my hon. Friend, Mr Ajuwon. 
I would like to assure this House that the 
hon. Member is not the best that Ibadan can 
produce. 

· I should like to say that I have never been 
a member of the NCNC-I will always 
remain in the Action Group. ' 

· I feel that any one who had the privilege 
Mr Speaker: Order, Order. At this of listening to the speech so ably delivered by 

juncture, I will refer. the hon. Member to the Minister of Economic Planning and 
Standing Order 37 (2) which re~ds: Community Development, or of having a 

"Mr Speaker or the Chairman shall o~der copy of his speech,. would agree with me that 
Members whose conduct is grossly dis- it is praiseworthy. 
orderly to withdraw immediately from 1 beg to support. 
the House during the remainder of that 
day's sitting". Mr S. A. Akerele (Ekiti North-East I): 
Mr Ajuwon: Well, since the Speaker has Mr Speaker Sir, I rise to support the Western 

Nigeria Development Plan so ably presented 
given the ruling, I withd1;aw. (O·ies of by His Highness, Oba c. D. Akran. The 

· "Shame, shame"Jrom Government Benches). Pl · an has outlined these points: 
. Mr Speaker. Sir, I would like to speak again 

,on the· question of electricity. For some Increase in Agricultural · and Industrial 
time ·now, there has been constant electric Production.-TP,e Oba said that agricultural 
failure in lbadan town. The town becomes and industrial production should immensely 
very unsafe-thieves are . going from house be increased; that income and standard -of 
to house. The .complaint we had was that living may have a steady but surer rise. In · 

· the engine in Lagos is giving trouble. To order that grounds may be prepared for this ·· 
my ·surprise, Sir, the Government of ·this type of development, the Western Nigeria 
Region folded their hands. They are doing Government built many roads, erected 
nothing at; · all. Everyday _· we·. get break- . . pipe-borne water and electricity, undertook 
downs. Where are we now? I .should like universal primary education, improved health 

·the Government to sit up and se.e that justice facilities, and concentrated a sizeable portion 
is done in the way of electric lights in Ibadan of its expenditure on Agriculture and Trade 
town. · ·and Industry, e.g., · 

M _r Speaker: Order, Qrder. The hon. 
Member has two minutes more to speak. 

M r Ajuwon: I can extend the time. 
Mr Speaker Sir, I have lost . some points on 
which I wanted to speak. I should like to 
say one thing before I close. If you feel that 
this Region will continue in the hands of 
the Action Group, · you · are deceiving your­
selves because time will come when this side 
of th_e ·• ;House will take the chair from you. 
(Shouts. of "Shame, shame" from Government 
Benches). 

(a) of £32.9 million in the 1955-60 Plan,. 
20 per cent was spent on Agriculture, Trade 
and Industry; 

(b) of £68.3 million under 1960-65 Plan, 
33 per cent was earmarked for agriculture, 
trade and industry; 

(c) of the present £240.1 million under 
1962-68 Plan, primary production, trade 
and industry claim 48 per cent. 

The Oba promised better food of high 
protein, increase in export crops as welr as 
consumer goods. The Government expects 

. , ' .. , 
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' the income of an average citizen to increase 
·.by about 4! to 5 per cent during this period 
of six years. 
l •• 

Modernisation of Industry and Agricul-
ture.-The Action Group Government of the 
Western Region has embarked on a complete 
revolution of . agriculture in this country by 
establishing five Farm Institutes and thirteen 
Farm Settlements in appropriate centres 
throughout this Region. It is determined 
to develop these fully a:nd wisely and to 

· ' increase their number~. Agricultural equip­
ments suitable to local conditions are· being 
introduced to all the nooks and corners of 
~his progressive Region. For example we 
have:-

(a) the hydraulic hand press; 
(b) the improved nut-cracker; 
(c) new tractors and implements; 

(d) more modern variety of rice thresher 
and winnover ; 

(e) cassava grater; 
(f) a research into how to modify our . 

indigenous small farm tools ; by this the 
Government is extremely anxious to bring 

,changes in agricultural technology to 
individual farmers at the village level. 

. Divers~fication of the Regional Economy.­
. Our Gover.nment noticed the danger of a 
country depending on one particular crop in 

· the world market. It has therefore planned 
to diversify our economy in two ways: 

(i) deVelopment of Oil Palm and Rubber 
-by introducing new _and high yielding 
varieties; 

(ii) development of cotton; 

(iii) improvement on growing of cashew 
citrus and mangoes; 

(iv) processing our crops and cocoa; 

(v) desiccation of coconut; 

(vi) manufacture of tapioca out of 
.cassava; 
. (vii) improvement of the poultry, live- · 
stock and fishing industry which will offer 
training, refrigeration and marketing facili­
ties as well as employment opportunities 
to people in the Delta and Coastal areas of 
the Region. 

The other change promised is diversifica­
tion nwuy, from agriculture. We have t'1e 
Lafia Rest House. This commercial project, 

'which is established at Ibadan, is wholly 
owned by the Western Nigeria Development 

~ ~o:t;poration. Lafia Rest House caters for 
· many . important Government an~ , - public 

... 

functions. It was opened in 1954, its annual 
income is _now about £35,000. Authorised 
capital for the Rest House is £89,56:2., and it 
now operates at a profit. · This commercial · 
enterprise, Sir, provides work for hundreds 
of \Vesterners and helps to make life more 
abundr.nt for them all. ' 

Ewekoro Cement Factory.-This" factory 
is established at Papa-Lanto near Abeokuta 
with a capital of four and a half million 
pounds. The owners are-

The Portland Cement Company, which 
has 51 per cent of the whole outlay; . 

The Western Nigeria Developn1ent 
Corporation, which has 39 per cent of the 
whole capital; and . . . , 

U.A.C. which has 10per cent of th~''capital. 
The annual output of the factory is estimated 
at 200,000 tons of cement .per annum. . 

Bottling Plants.-This project is also estab­
lished at Ibadan with an authorised capital 
of £400,000. It bottles Pepsi-Cola beverages 
for the whole · of Western Region. It· is 
wholly owned by the Western Nigeria· 
Development Corporation. 

Crittall Hope (Nigeria) Limited~-This 
industry is also run at Mushin· near Lagos . 
with a capital of £200,000. 

We ~ave also .. other plants for . employment 
opportunities. · The Industries Division of 
the Ministry of Trade and Industry has also , 
helped many people in installing and main- · 
taining rubber crepeing machines, saw-mills, 
scap making plant and food processing 
machines. · It a!so helps palm oil co-operative 

• societies to maintain and repair oil mills. 
Our Government has allowed ·such societies 
to operate on an experimental basis pending 
outright purchase after two years' · operation, 
if found viable. 

• We have other miscellaneous industries. 
Furthermore, the Industries Division of the 
Ministry of Trade and Industry is also 
exploring the ·possibility of introducing 
different kinds of industries, like mattress 
and rope making, purposely to provide useful 
employment for the · teeming . thousands of 
our young school leavers. Some of the 
'projects . have been investigated and have · 
proved to be viable. · · ' 

Mr Ajuwon: Point of Order 27 (1): 
A Member may not read his speech. 

Mr .Speaker: I would refuse to .uphold 
the point of order raised, but . I would · also 
add that the hon. Member speaking should 
discuss the subject, which is the Development · 

-- Plan. ., · 
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Mr Akerele: Progress through self-help. 
This is the aspect which I ·will recommend 
very strongly to our critics, and especially 
those who are unemployed, for careful study. 
The Oba said that the proposals in the 
White Paper before this House are calculated 
to ensure a swift and effective decolonisation 
of that mentality and to achieve 'the motiva­
tion of p·eople to effectively desire to help 
themselves. We should all go back hor;ne, 
organise our constituencies into ·· farming, 
trading, or fishing units or companies, willing 

· to -contribute money 'to help ,themselves. 
We should also teach our people to be eager 
to contribute to the enhancement of their 
own prestige and to foster their own progress . 
and not to expect that the Government of 
this Region. will do everything for them. 

Mr Spel:lker, Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr F .. Ebubedike (Badagry East); 'Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to speak on the Western 
Nigeria Six-year Development .Plan as intro­
duced by the hon. Minister of Economic 
Planning and Community Development. 

This is a paper planned in conjunction 
with the Economic Council of Nigeria, · and 
everybody in this House should give it his 

· suppQrt. The Minister who presented this 
Bill is more of a statesman than a politician, 
and I hope that his Ministry is going to make 
it a success. 

The development plan should be planned 
in such a way as to benefit every ar.ea in the 

· Region and it shoulcj. not be made a vote­
catching instrument or money making estab­
lishment for the Government Party. · 

Go~ng mo're. into this issue, the areas 
which have not benefited by the former 
development programme should be given 

· prio,rit;y in this; In the former development 
plan; many areas were considered not fit to 
have good roads, water or electricity, and 
I hope that the Government, in planning 
this scheme, will remember these areas. 

· Coming to this development scheme, I 
will ask Government to organise lectures 

. e.verywhere to educate the community on the 
necessity . of pulli?g their resources together. 

·Turning to the raising of funds for the 
project, I will appeal to the Government to 
make it simple for everybody in the Region, 
both earners and farmers, to contribute to 
the progress · of the project, and it should 
not be something to . benefit those at the 
top. · 

. Individual industries should be encouraged 
.and those who have been able to think out 
any way to . help themselves and to help the 
community should be encourage_9· · __ 

Even it is high time that a plan shou"td be 
made for--the production of our 9wn illicit gin. 
In my area, we have got a man who spent 
eighteen years in Spain and is presently manu­
facturing stockfish, tobacco, salt, kernel oil and 
such other things locally. This man actually 
has got no fund to develop. The Government 
should come to his aid and help him. 

As I have said earlier, this Bill does not 
need much criticism but I feel the only thing 
which may call for . criticism is, when it 
comes into operation, the way the Ministry 
is going to follow up the development. 

I can remember that in 1957, the ·hon. 
Leader of Opposition in the Federal House, 
Chief Awolowo, said that Ajeromi should be 
made greater Lagos. I am sorry to say that, 
even today, Ajeromi is poorer than Lagos. 
I would -like ·to appeal to the Minister of 
Economic Planning and Community Devel­
opment that when . considering this Plan, 
Ajeromi should be benefited with industrial -­
estates. 

Before I resume my seat, I would like to 
appeal to the Regional Government to 
operate this very scheme void '·of fraud·· and 
politics and, that this Region after . the 
implementation of the Six-year Development 
Plan, will be self-sufficient. · 

Chief J. L. Tifase (Ondo North-East 1)·: 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to congratulate the 
Western Nigeria Government for initiating 
this bold and dynamic Development Plan 
for the Region. I have every hope and 
confidence, · Sir, that this Government will 
continue to contribute immensely to the 
well-being of the people of this Region, and 
set more and more examples of progressive 
Development Plans for ·other Governments 
of the Federation. 

Sir, in the underdeveloped countries such 
as Nigeria, it is felt , that economic and social 
development has been hindered by lack of 
educational facilities in the broadest sense. 
Nigeria, particularly the Western Region, 
is largely dependent on agriculture and, in the 
past, this has always been practised by the 
small farmer. The nature of this farming has 
prevented large-scale and profitable develop­
ment of agriculture in the form known in 
more advanced countries. This development 
has been prevented by a number of contribu­
tory factors: transport for agricultural 
products, lack of water, lack of fertilisers and 
the use of primitive implements. Develop­
ment _ in this connection therefore, Sir, must 
depend on overcoming all these obstacles, 
and this involves the development of roads, 
irri~ation, and mechanisation of agriculture: 
It is interesting therefore, Sir, to note that 
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the Government · of Western Nigeria has 
been able in its development programme to 
project agricultural schemes which will 
facilitate large-scale and profitable develop­
ment. 

I would also like to add, · for further 
improvement, Sir, that more and substantial 
agricultural loans should be given to small 
farmers in the Region so that these farmers 
may be able to buy cheap agricultural 
machinery and equipment. 

I am happy, Sir, that great emphasis has 
been placed on the industrialisation of the 
Region in the Development Plan. But, Sir, 
as a leading Region in the Federation of 
Niger'ia, I feel, Sir, that the pace of indus­
trialisation is still very slow, and the 
Industrial Promotions Commission should 
be more vigorous and vigilant in its 
responsibility; and effort should be made 
to see that more productive industries are 
establJshed iri the Region. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I also praise the Western 
Nigeria Government · for its medical and 
health services to the people of this Region. 
But, Sir, I feel the time has now come when 
this Government should think of a more 
comprehensive medical and health, policy 
which will extend free medical services to 
both children and adults in the Region. And 
for the realisation of this .policy, Sir, I will 
suggest that more rural he a 1 t h centres 
should be built, possibly in every district 
or constituency in the Region. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is obvious that under 
this gigantic Six-year Development Pro­
gramme, · the Government of this Region 
must require financial and technical aid. 
I will therefore, Sir, appeal to the hon. the 
Premier of this · Region to undertake once 
more an economic tour of those countries in 
Europe that are interested in assisting tht 
under-developed countries and · persuade 
them to assist the Government ·of Western 
Nigeria in its economic development. 

Sir, in the Development Programme·, I 
think it will be necessary in · this period of 
nation building and determination to develop 
the resources of the Region more rapidly 
'and increase the working hours of the 
Region's public service from thirty-four 
hours · to forty-two hours a week. This 
Government should therefore study the 
working conditions in the large private 
enterprises like the U:A.C., John Holt, etc., 
with a view to adopting same in the Region. 

Rev. I. Edeki (Afenmai North-West II): 
Mr Speaker, I rise to support the Motion so 

ubly moved hy Lin, Mlnlt~lul' 111 l ~l.l lll•lll , 

Development, and, in doing uo, J l> ~g. to mul\ 
the following remarks. 

Much thoug}.lt has eviden:·tly gone into t} 
preparation of this Six-year . Developme1 
Plan which is a startling indication of care£• 
planning and foresight on the part of 01 
Government. All Ministries have apparent 
lent a hand in· its preparation and they ~ 
deserve to be praised for its clear presentatio 
There is no evidence of confused thinki1 
anywhere in the brochure but it has shown 
masterly handling of facts which have bet 
painstakingly collated. Every sector of o 
economy has been amply provided for . . T l 
fact that the Plan is not . top-heavy, a1 
priorities are carefully balanced against oth 
projects, goes to the credit of the pla,nne1 
The. summary of · capital expe-ndittl 
for . the "Ministries ·during the peri ' 
illustrat'es my point. You will find aft~r 
careful scrutiny, that the Ministry of Tra 
and Industry, which is a most import8 
one, will make a . capital expenditure 
£29 milliq,n while other Ministries in 
descendil)g order of importance-the M i 
istries of Works and Transport, Educati< 
Lands and Housing, Agriculture and Ecor 
mic Planning · and Community Devdopm< 
-are to spend £17, £12, £11, £9, and 
million respectively;· · Appendix IV, at 3 

rate, modifies this view in general by r'efiecti 
tqe incalculable importance of agricultl 
and industrial development to .a develop i 
economy in a country like ours. 

I would now comment on certain aspc 
of the Development Plan as it affects n . 
areas like Ivbiosakon District. A survey 
the physical resources of the Region 
overdue. In my area, there are mica ~ 
traces of iron ore, limestone; coal and cJ 
which could be exploited for -the benefit 
our economy. This Government shot 
therefore, urge the Federal Government 
survey our mineral resources without furt 
delay with a view to facilitating or .accelerat 
their economic exploitation. ·The grm.v 
population of the Region will give rise 
provision for more schools, Primary, M.odt 
Secondary-Grammar, ·Trade. Centres, Te 
nical Institutes and Teacher : Train 
Colleges·. To reduce the maintenance cc 
of . Primary schools, the Government sho · 
insist that new ones should · be built v. 
permanent materials such as cement : 
stones, and,· to raise the standard of t each 
in these schools, Grade· III Colleges sho 
be upgraded and more · Grade I Colle 
opened by the Government. At the momt 
there is only one· Grade I' College in 
Midwest which trains · teachers for rt . . 
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science and. domestic science. Afenmai Divi­
. sion, a comparatively backward area, requires 

more Grammar Schools, grant--aided from 
I trre 'outset. There· is no community in the 

Division that can deposit £5,000 with the 
Treasury at a blow in respect qf a proposed 
Grammar School. 

As the wild oil palm continues to be 
relentlessly destroyed by wine-tappers, oil 
plantations should be considerably increased 
during this period. lvbiosakon soil is partie-

. ularly favourable to the growth of the oil 
· palm tree. As a result of various factors, 

food-:stuffs are beco.rning . more arid more 
costly in this Region. One of the factors­
agriculture-has been left to the illiterates 
only.· Once a boy knows how to read and 

·write, he · throws away the cutlass and the 
hoe and joins the stream of people looking 
for black-coat jobs with- the result that the 

. population of active farmers is decreasing 
whik the prices of the decreasing quantities 
of foodstuffs produced are increasing·_with 
demand. The Government ··· must arrest 
thi~ most distressing situation by making the 
,countryside attractive so that Primary School­
·leavers and others may return to the land. 

Forestry.-If the objects of Government's 
'forestry policy are to be achieved, the Govern­
ment . must, among other steps, check 
indiscriminate bush-burning that takes place 
in the country, especially during the dry 
season: · · 

Fishery.-Fi~hing ~ith highly poisonous 
mixtu_~es, like Gamalin 20, should be prohibi­
ted as they endanger the lives of the consumers 
:and may result in the ultimate extinction of 
·certain species of fish. 

Industrialisation.-The provision for indus-
. trialisation is ac,lequate, but industrial estates 

should be located near other towns in the 
Region other than Ikeja and lbadan. Benin­

, City is a good site for an industrial estate. 
The idea of small-scale industries in rural 
areas is . very encouraging. For . instan.ce, 
oil mills and factories for processing cocoa 
and palm kernels will prosper in the Otwa 
clan of I vbiosakon District which produces 
large quantities of palm produce and cocoa. 

Roads and Bridges.-I vbiosakon District 
is in sore need of ·tarred roads, and concrete 

· bridges and s'chemes for rural electrification, 
Sabongida, Otwa, Afuze, Sebe and Warrake 

·shou1d -qe borne in mind. In short, we of 
the: Ivbiosakori District are also entitled to 

·enjoy the good things of life. 

l ,· Village Pla~ning,=If thor® is any . nrcu in 
the Region which needs town or village 

·' 

planning, it is Ivbiosakon where villages and 
towns are too far from one another. The 
general introduction of town planning to the 
countryside is bound to result in economies 
in the provision of water supplies and rural 
electrification. 

Benin Scheme~-The Benin Historical 
Scheme must be expand c d so " that it 
may employ rnore hands. We of the Benin 
tribe will also be happy at the early publica­
tion of a definite history of the people. 

Community Developmertt.-The plan to 
encourage community development in the 
Region is laudable and ought to be started 
as soon as possible. The Housing Corpora­
tion must establish branches in the Midwest 
before long so · that civil servants and others 
pelonging to that part · of the Region may be 
able to buy houses near their towns and 
villages . .. 

, Review of Development Plan.-A machinery 
for an armual review of the Development 
Plah ought to be set up whereby it will be 
appraised against all factors of production. 
The results of the Development Plan, as can 
be foreseen, are as follows: progressive 
urbanisat_~on, gradual elimination of un­
employment, diversification of .the economy, 
_a high standard of living and more vigorous 
national life. I pray that those -..yho will 
execute the Plan may do so with a sense of 
purpose and mission. 

I beg to support,. 

Mr J. A. Riemu (Urhobo West II): · Mr 
Speaker, Sir, . I am really happy-very 
happy-that I am given my first chance to 
speak to this House since the beginning of 
this Session. (Interruptions). Unfortunately, · 
it happens to fall on the speech of the hon. 
Minister of Economic Planning and Commu­
nity Development. 

As far as I know, Sir, this Plan · is a mere 
window dressing, · particularly as far as it 
concerns the Midwest. If I should go on 

. with facts and figures, there has been one 
Plan: 1956-62. In the Plan, the sum of 
£13,500 was envisaged for pipe-borne water "' 
for Sapele. Now some Members on the 
other side of this House come from Sripele: 
some are Ministers. That Plan, till now, 
has not seen the light of day and so, if J, see 
anything envisaged in a Plan 'of this type, 
I would always look at it with suspic~on­
(Interruptions)-because we know it will never 
materialise, especially as it affects us in the 
Midwest. 

. Several thousands of po1.1nd~ were promis~d 
tn 1956-62 Developtnent · P lan f6r Sapele 
higher institutions'. Till now, nobody has 
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' """'-""'-·'·""' cv~r seen one other than what people call 
"Awolowo School" and the few Secondary 
Schools that are there-even there during 
the eolot'l.iul dnys. As such; ~ I would ~ay thut 
I. WO\lld not bother this House: I would only 
like to' inform this House-and I mean 

. partiCularly the Minister responsible for this 
~ Development-that I pray God so that he 
. co~ld execute whatever he has stated in this 
Pla:n. If executed, it will provide, in the first 
instance, more employment opportunities 
for the people of this Region. It will also 

· · make those of us in the Midwest feel that 
we . are in a state that is catering for the 
people of this Region. This Plan, Sir, has · 
promised so many firms, agricultural and 
industrial projects in so many parts of this 
Region. Since the inception of this Region's 
self-government, agricultural project or 
agriculture has always been at what I might 
call "experimental stage". We have never 
seen it being improved upon. · We have one 
at Effurun; there is nothing 'there at all : 
sometimes you will go there and you will 
find nothing at all. There is one in U ghelli 
- ag>icultural farm-you see so many houses 
being built. I can assure the Me.mbers 
of this House that so many thousands of 
pounds have been spent there' in a fruitless 
effort... I can assure you that they are better 
called , "experimental farms" "because they 
have not actually done anything. 

Prices of things are rising; one now finds 
that if the price of one commodity is 1s 3d 

' today, the . next day it is 1s 6d. It is the 
responsibility of this Government-the 
Marketing Board-to guard against this, 
so that the people who have business as 
rubber owners in that area will enjoy the 
fruits of their labour. · 

, Mr Speaker Sir, this Government ought 
to do something or envisage something about 
Tyre and Tube Factory_.-which the hon. 
Minister of Economic Planning and Com­
munity Development said would be estab­
tished in the Midwest very soon. I must 
advise that Urhobo Division is the biggest 
producer of rubber. (Interruptions). You 
will know nothing about that because you are 
not an Urhobo man. Rubber comes to this 
Region from Urhobo Division than from any­
where else. (Government Front Bench: In what 

. part of Urhobo Divisiqn do you want the 
industry to be sited?). Anywhere in Urhobo 
Division- Sapele or Ughelli. 

At this stage Mr Speaker, I will support. 

;Mr R. 0. Areola (Ekiti South-East I): 
Mr Speaker, Sir I beg to support the speech 
of the Minister of Economic Planning and 

Community. Development, the hon. Oba 
C. D. Akran, on the Western Nigeria 
Development Plan, 1962-:- 68. The speech 
outlines tbe econqmic measures to be adopted 
within the next six years to ens1.1re th(lt the 
standard of living of the pe'ople of Western 
Nigeria as w~ll as productivity per capita 
rises much above what it is at the present 
time. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the key-note which rings 
unceasingly throughout the speech is the 
complete agreement which this Government 
has reached with ,the other Governments of 
the Federation and its preparedness to ~o­
.operate fully with them; Economic measures 
taken in isolation from the outside world 
cannot achieve much and will surely be 
choked and annihilated by the very nature . 
of its insulated position. What is more, a 
measure taken in Western Nigeria disregard­
ing similar measures beirig taken _by the 
other Governments, or taken in cut-throat 
competition with them, rriay cripple rather 
than boost bur economy. Hence, S!:r, the 
Minister of Economic Planning and Com­
munity Development deserves much praise 
_on this sq>re. · · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, this is a . purely agricul­
tural country, and I am glad, Sir; that tbe 
Minister is copstantly mindful of this fact, 
because the percentage of capital expenditure 
allocated· to agriculture continues to rise. 
In the 1955-1960 Development Plan: 20 per 
cent was devoted .to agriculture, trade .and 
industry; under the 1960-65 Plan 33 per cent, 
and in the Plan now before the House, 48 -
per cent (Applause). If, Sir, productivity 
must be increased in agriculture, I agree with 
the Minister that a number of steps need to be 
taken, namely, t~at the shifting method pf 
cultivation must be discouraged, agricultural 
implements improved and specialisation in 
crbps pursued; At present, Sir, a single 
farmer is not only a grower of many crops but 
an owner of many farms. A farmer recently 
told me that he had -four farms and was 
contemplating adding a fifth . When J asl{ed · 
him to enumerate the farms, he said, one for 
cocoa, one for cassava, one for rice and one 
for yams. He said he had not plan~ed coco­
yams yet, which might lead him to have a 
fifth farm. This system must be discouraged. 
By all economic standards, it is wasteful and 
does not make for skill . 

The Minister, Sir, has rightly .said that 
agriculture accounts for over SO per cent of 
our Region's national product, and for our · 
exports. In this light, no amount of attention 
paid to agriculture should be considered too . . 
great. It is not enough, Sir, to ' have farm · 
settlements and farm institutes. At present: 
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· Sir, these ins'titutions are regarded as built 

and separated for a chosen few who, by the 
v:ery nature of their abode and work, are 
among us but not of us. I suggest, Sir, t hat 
from time to time, trained agriculturists are · 
sent back to their homes, with up-to-date 
toolS':artd enough capit:al to carry on agricul­
ture · in their homes and on their fathers' 
lands. Periodical visits to these people by 
experts can .be arranged for them. They, in 
turn, will .render every year, not only the 
account of their farms, but also how many 
converts they have been able to make. 
School farms, as they are now carried on, 
are regarded as learned men's method of 
cultivation and ~o ordinary farmer copies 
the method from the teachers. This is not to 
say that Farm Settlements and Fa~m I sti­
tutes are not useful. In fact, the establish­
ment of these instl.tutions is being copied and 
vigorously pursued by the Government of 

·Eastern Nigeria. But since they cannot be 

.. ' 

established in every town or village, the work 
which they are doing collectively now can be 
done and brought home to the heart of the 
people by these trained men. 

I tis very gratifying, Sir, to note the attempt 
being made to diversify the economy of 
We-stem Nigeria. If all our - attempts at 
stamping out unemployment would not prove 
abort ive, we must diversify our economy. 
Within · agriculture itself, we must start right 
now to !.essen our emphasis on cocoa and to 
spare some of our arable lands for the growing 
of locally consumed crops such' as yams, 
cassava, palm trees, rice. This is the more 
necessary; Sir, in view of the scarcity of food 
in W estern Nigeria today. The other diver- · 
sification, that is, away from agriculture, is of 
param<,mnt importance as· it involves more 
careful planning than even the first. ' This is 
done by the establishment of ·industries­
large-scale as well as small-scale ones. We 
need great decentralisation of industries, but 
at the sa~e tif!1e, we have to remember the 
economy resulting from concentration of 
industries. If a wise policy should be 
pursued, and I have no cause to suggest the ' 
contrary, the Housing Estates should follow 
the Industrial Estates to Abeokuta, Ajeromi, 
Akure1 Ibadan; Ijebu-Ode, Ikeja, Sapele and 
Warri. May I suggest, · Sir, that the less 
expensive types of building shot1ld be erected 
in these places . in order that workmen of 
varying grades . may be able to afford to 
purchase a dwelling: Small-'scale and cottage 
and rura{ industries such as pottery, textile 
and gari grating, should be established in 
various parts of Ekiti. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I would like to say some­
thing about retail trade and of road haulage. 
While I agree, Sir, with the Minister that 
indigenous people of this Region have gained 
the technical know-how and business acumen 
in these trades, I am not particularly happy 
about the scale at which retail trade is carried 
on. The number engaged in the retail trade 
in Western Nigeria is hopelessly too great 
for the capital they cqntrol. It is not unusual 
to find a man 'with a push bicycle hawking 
about a merchandise whose current value is' 
less than £10. It is this type of people who 
break into other people's houses at night to 
replenish their wares, or lay hands on innocent 
people during the day time in lonely places, to 
strip them of their belongings. Mr Speaker, 
Sir; if and when the big business combines 
withdraw from the retail trade, it will be, 
necessary to prescribe a capital outlay .below 
which anybody who engages in retail trade is 
·considered under-employed and therefore 
a drawback to the society and its economic 
progress. 

I now turn, Sir, to road haulage. There 
is no doubt that qur indigenous people are 
qualified by experience and knowledge to 
be employed to advantage in this field. · I · 
suggest, Sir, that in order to reduce· road 
accidents with all the loss and sufferings 
attendant OQ. them, and preserve intact our 
man-power resources· so much rieeded for · a 
developing economy, that a school of drivers 
be established in the Region and periodical 
refresher courses given in driving and road 
courtesies. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, .. I am glad · that the 
Minister does not rule out the tarring of 
new roads in his bid to consolidate and 
improve existing ones. I do not want to 
anticipate the Minister in what should be 
his criterion or criteria in deciding which 
roads are justified to be tarred on "strictly 
economic grounds". The roads listed below 
carry cocoa, palm produce and timber in 
commercial quantities and should be 
considered for tarring in the Six-year Devel­
opment Plan: 

miles 
1. Ikole-Ijesha Isu-Ilu Omoba 

Road ... 15 
2. Ikole-Isinbode Road 11 
3. Igbara Odo-Igbara Oke Road 6 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to suppor~. 

Mr S. A. Layonu (Ede Ejigbo South): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the Motion 
which seeks to approve the propo3als in the 
White Paper entitled "Western Nigeria 
Development Plan, 1962-68". This Plan, 

· Sir, is a very ·laudable one indeed, and the · 
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hon. Minister of Economic Planning and 
Community Development should be praised 
for his foresight in healing the wounds of 
unemployment and underemployment in 
the Region. The most striking part of the 

·. White Paper is on page 25. It reads: 
"What is being sought is an economy 

\Vhere both industrial · and agricultural 
activities make sizeable contributions with­
out any factor lagging far behind". 

. Mr Speaker, the policy of the Government 
is to develop industrial estates where sites 
can be acquired on reasonable terms. I 
would seize this opportunity, Sir, to remind 
the Government that my constituency will 
be prepared to give them sites without any 
binding terms but free • of charge so that our 
area may be developed. We have v:ery good 
water supply; at least our water has the best 
taste in the Federation of Nigeria. (Applause). · 
Oshun River always has very sweet taste. 

·My people have electricity and good sites 
for industrial projects. I would appeal to 
Government to stop all the development 
'projects "they may have at present for Ibadan, 
· Ikeja, Egba, Egbado. The Government 
should send industrial and commercial experts 
round the whole of the Western Region for a 
general survey of the Region and make 
recommendations as to the necessary develop­
ment projects. There are sites in different 
areas. 

When this is done, Sir, gradually the whole 
Region would be eventually industrialised, 
commercialised · and developed adequately. 
The Government should be alive to the fact 
that about 60 per cent of us represent very 
backward and under-developed areas. At 
least I represent one of the most under­
developed areas of this Region. In the 
Development Plan Programme for 1962-68,. 
the Government would need over £240 
million and that this· amount will be . passed 
as Estimates of our votes. We cannot pass 
votes of Estimates to be spent on the construc­
tion of sky-scrapers in already developed big 
cities and towns. Industrialisation of Ibadan 
and Ikeja should cease too; building of 
hospitais; rural health centres, and housing 
estates should also cease in the big towns and 
cities. Government should allow the back­
ward areas to ·have theirs. At least; Sir, 
ba-ckward areas must not be kept in perpetual -
backwardness. We are elected by 01,1r people 
to come here and seek for them -life more 

· abundant. 
VIe are not elected to come here, Sir, and 

be useq as rubber stamps to approve large 
sums of money- approve £36 million annually 

to be spent to develop already developed areas. ­
The actual Development Plan has been 
reviewed and projected to 1968. The pro­
grammes for 1960-62 ·'had already been 
carried out and. those of us from under­
developed areas have not had · any benefit 
from the development plan. We look forward .: 
to the 1962-68 Development Plan. 

Some people are of the impression ·that 
because my constituency had · water and 
electricity supply about eight years ago, 
therefore nothing inore should be. provided 
for further development of that area . . No 
place is developed until it is develop~d aright. 
Ikeja could not be a commercial place if it 
had not been industrially and agriculturally 
developed; and, Sir, any other place could be 
commercially developed as Ibadan and Ikeja 
if developed aright. 

I ·know, Sir, that if there are · industrial' 
projects, unemployment would be eliminated . 

Therefore, Sir, with these few remarks, I 
beg to support this Motion. 

Mr W. Aghahowa (Benin South-East): 
I rise with joy. and feltcity to thank the hon. 
Oba C. D. Akran for the able way in which 
he delivered the Western Nigeria Develop- , 
ment Plan, 1962-68, a few days ago. In 
doing so, Sir, the Regional Government is 

·in duty bound · to extend all her activities to' 
all parts of the .Region. 

There ·is one obvious omission in the 
well blended plan: aerial survey and mapping 
out of all the villages and some urban areas 
in the Region. If one takes up the map of 
Western Nigeria, one will observe that only 
the provincial headquarters and a few urban 
towns are on the map. The mapping out of 
all the small villages will be another milestone 
in the much-desired economic emancipation 
of this Region. 
~ 

The free medical services for children up 
to the age of eighteen years is still not enjoyed 

· by the people who live in the tural areas. 
Provision ought to have been made for rural 
hospital projects in the plan, so that the people 
may taste of the Government's hospitality. 
Again, no provision is in the plan for . a . 
Government owned Secondary Grammar 
School, at-least one in each of. the adrpinistra­
tive divisional headquarters throughout the 
Region. · 

I am happy to note that the Governme1;1t 
has learnt a very bitter lesson for her one cash 
crop. · But it is still much · regrettable that 
there is no provision in the comprehensive 
Development Programmes for a rubber 
board- the main economic stay of the Mid- • 
west. The setting up of a Rubber ·Marketing 

. ' 
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Board will · go a long way not only towards 
enhancing the welfare of the producers of 
the crops, but will as well buttress the finances 
of the Region which is now going through 
austerity to prosperity. 

Finally, Sir, the 'activities of the Govern­
_ment will be of lasting benefits to the entire 
populace of this Region if industries envisagec;i -· 
in the plan are sited on areas where the raw 
materials for -· the industries are in quantum. 
A case in point is the siting of a plastic industry 
in Ibadan which does not grow rubber. 
This industry ought · to have been sited 
anywhere in the Midwest. 

Before I take my seat, Sir, I beg to add that 
the Government will be failing in her duties 

· if she fails to ·carry out the £240.1 million 
paper programmes so ably pres·e~ted to the 
House. 
. I beg to support the Motion. 

Th e Parliamentary Secretar y to the 
Minister of Education (Mr R. A. Olusa): 
I - rise· to support the Motion-"That this 
House approve the propo'sals in the ·white 
Paper entitled "Western Nigeria Development 
Plan, 19.62-68", so ably moved by Kapiyesi 
Oba C. D. Akran, hon. Minister of Economic 

- Planning and . Community Development. 
. An hon. Member: The word "Kabiyesi" 

is not an Engllsh word. The. accepted 
principles in this. House have been upheld 
from tiJ;Ue to time, and that is that the 
English Language is the basic language in 
this House. 

· M r Spea ker : I have to inform the hon. 
Merriber for Urhobo East that the word 
"Kabl.ye~i" is appropriate 'as there is no word 
by which to represent it as such in the English 
Language. 
· M r Olusa: I congratulate the hon. Minis­
ter for the master speech he delivered. No 
other orator could have done better. Though 
lengthy, it was most absorbing. All Members 
of the House were compelled to listen with 
rapt a ttention, so much so that fear to miss 
the next sentence prevented all from cheering 
even _ where . they would have vociferously 
done so. 

I also congratulate this Government for 
this excellent Plan we are ,now called upon 
to approve. I congratulate the Government 
for more than one reason. 

· .In . the first place, I congratulate this 
Government {Qr ita preV'iQuo F ive-yeAr Plnn 
which had run its course and had been of 
tremendous value to the people of this Regicn 
and to her econ~mic growth. I congratulat e 
his Government for joining the other 

Governments of the Federation in formulating 
these economic proposals . In doing so this 
Government has placed its rich experience 
at the disposal of the other Governments 
for the advantage and . the benefit of the 
people of the Federation of Nigeria. This 
Government believes that economic growth 
of all parts of Lhe Federation is the concern 
of us all. This Government believes that the 
drawback of any part of the Federation would 
be a drag on any other part no matter how 
progressive that part may be. · ' · 

The most outstanding of the achievements 
of ·the first. Five -year Plan are the Free 
Primary Education, Secondary Modern and 
Grammar Schools, Road and Waterway 
developments and many other social services . 
Today schools are available for children in all 
parts of the Region. Net\vorks of good roads 
connect all parts of the Region and make 
communication easy. Dispensaries, mater­
nities, rural health centres, cottage 
hospitals and general hospitals are dotted 
all over the Region. Much was done to 
improve Agriculture during the period and 
to increase the earning capacity of.the people 
of the Region. I therefore congratulate this 
Government for what it has done for us in 
this Region thereby placing us far ahead of 
the other Regions in the Federation . 

Mr f:?peaker, Sir, this honourable House is 
again called upon to approve proposals for 
another Development Plan. This time it is a 
Six-year Plan- 1962-68. The question that 
one would naturally ask is, what does ·this 
Development Plan propose to do? 

' . 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to quote the words 

of the Mover of the Motion. 
· "The first and pri~ary obj.ective is to 

increase production~both Agricultural and 
Industrial-so as to bring about a steady 
rise in income and in standard of living . . 
The second objective is to m0dernise 
agriculture and industry. The third is to 
accelerate the diversification of the economy 
of the • Region. A large expansion of 
employment opportunities in the Region · 
is the fourth objective. The fifth objective 
is the strengthwing of the Community 
Development spirit as a medium of foster­
ing economic progress, whilst the sixth is 
the strengthening of the private sector of 
the economy". 

I wish to speak, Mr Speaker, Sir, on the 
first two objectives. If we would increase 
our agri.cultutol ao well a.s Qut induRtfilll 
productions we must learn to love labour 
in all it's cohnotations. In this Region, Sir, 
we have the physical resources for healthy 
economic growth. The land is there in 

' 
• 
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nhnndnnce nnd it is fertile . v.j~ have plenty 
! of forests rich in timbers. Our land is fairly 
' .. / · '0. rich in minerals. There could be limestone, 
~ clay, lignite oil, gas, gold, tin, columbite 

' . 

tantalite, phosphate, etc., etc. These form 
the basis and means for industrial proposi­
tions. As we have natural resources so we 
have human· resources. Hundreds and 
thousands of youths are turned out of our 
primary schools and secondary schools every 
year. The number grows and increases as 
·each year rolls past. ' · 

This Government, ,more than any· other 
Government in the Federation has been 
creating, and is still creating, and expanding 
employment 'opportunities for the people of 
this Region. Shall we not create the spirit 
of love for labour? When one sees how our 
youths work, be they on the farms, or on their 
school desks, or on their office tables, or on 
their shop counters, is not one disgusted? 
We should tell our people to learn to work: 
to do any honest work that comes their way 
and work hard. Let the clerks in the offices 
work hard; let the teachers in schools work 
hard; let everybody work hard. anywhere he 
is assigned to work. Let no one despise 
any work. The motto should be "Whatever 
thy hand Jindeth to do, do it with all thy 
ri1ight". If we all look for white collar jobs 
it will be difficult for us to increase our 
production.·· Unless we all learn to work 
hard we cannot increase our production. To 
increase production is our first objective, and 
this we must achieve. 

Mr Spyaker, Sir, I beg to quote again: 
"0ur second objective in the next six years 
is the modernisation of agri:culture and indus­
try". Mr Speaker, Sir, hon. Members are 
fully aware of the new development in agric­
ulture and· farming technique which this 
Region has blazed forth in the Federation, 
namely: the farming institutes and farm 
settlements. Under the 1960"'65 Develop­
ment Plan, five farm institutes and thirteen 
farm settlements have been established 
already. It is proposed to pursue a full and 
judicious development of these and to increase 
the number of farm settlements. 

Other effective measures are also envisaged 
for the improvement of the techniques of 
production of both food and cash crops. 
Special attention is being devoted to the 
introduction of more modern agricultural 
equipment' suitable · to local conditions. 
Thus the hydraulic hand press, the improved 
variety of the rice thresher and winnower 
and cassava grater are being introduced. 
Research is also being carried out into possible 

' 

modifications of our ·indigenous small farm 
tools. To this end the agricultural engineer­
ing scctioi1 of our Ministry of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources is being sttengthened by 
the training of indigenous agricultural 
engineers three of whom are . expected to 
arrive short~y. This matter of th.e' develop~ _, •. 

· ment of our small farm tools is of ve.ry great 
importance because· it means that, · for . the· 
first time in the history of this country, 
changes in agricultural technology · wlll 
effectively be brought within the reach of the 
individual ordinary farmer, · even at . the 
village level. · . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the arrival of three 
agricultural engineers at no distant date from 
now is a good piece .of news and is welco.rp.e . · 
It would form a great landmark in the 'history 
of agricultural development in this c.ountry . 
l\1echanisation of our agriculture · by the 
introduction of the type of tools now 
envisaged would take many of our youths 
back to the land and greatly increase our 
production on the farms. I have no doubt 
that the Government would continue . to 
encm.irage co-operative farming. The sooner 

· the Government modifies our land tenure, 
the better it would be for the development 
of mechanised farming and increased produc~ 
tivity. Our land tenure must be. revised. 
All uncultivated lands should be made avail­
able for . anyonq who is _ ready to farm even 
if ·as a tenant at a reasonable· or nominal fee . 

With these few words, Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I beg to support. 

Mr J. 0. Omokowajo (Okitipupa North~ 
West): Mr Sp'eaker, Sir, I want to speak 

· on the 1962.:68 Development Plan now 
under discussion on the floor ·of this. House. 

I wish first of all to talk about cocoa. The 
policy prepared above , is for increased 
efficiency in the production of cocoa. Now, 
apart from increased efficiency, markets must 
be found for our cocoa. If there is increased 
efficiency in the ·production of cocoa· on ,the 
part of our farmers, and you have no markets 
for the sale of the crop, where . will you sell . 
them? Our farmers are fed up because 
prices of cocoa are reduced everyday. · 

Palm Oil.-Mr Speaker Sir, · I can-tell this 
honourable House that in the Western Region, 
particularly in Okitipupa Division, the U.A.C. 
is winding up. I have been informed that 
this Government gave a trade test to this firm 
after getting their produce, with the . result . 
that the firm does not now interest itself in 
buying cocoa. Now, if you want the people 
to be interested in the production of palm oil, 

"they should be encouraged. 



.. 
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Livestock . ..:.__Mr Speaker,· Sir, 1t is said that 
· there will be a good breed of cattle to provide 

beef. I will say, Sir, that the Ndama cattle 
· we have. in this Region are not sufficient and 
~nstead of buying from other places wh~ not 
mtroduce artificial insemination into the 
Agricultural Department as is done in the 
Northern -Regiop.? I think; Sir, that West 

·African short horn cattle called muturus, if 
-properly improved, will surely provide us-­
with sufficient amount of beef in this Region. 
I wilL say, Sir, that the Ndama cattle should 

· be distributed all over the Divisions in the 
\Vestern Regron if we want our livestock 
improved. I will say again, Sir, that if 
we want improvement in our livestock the 
Veterinary Department should be encouraged. 
By this I ·mean that those actually doing the 
work should be encouraged. We have many 
veterinary stations in this Region but in none 
can one find an ordinary microscope, with 
the result that it is very difficult to prevent 
the spread of animal diseases. 

Briclwzaking.-It is said that there will be 
five centres for the making of bricks 'in this 
Region, and Ife again, of all towns, is included. 
Why not si!e one at Benin, one at Okitipupa 
and the others in other towns that have not 
been cared for?. I will say, Sir, as I have 
said before in this House, that other Divisions 
th~t _have been n~glected sh<?uld be given 
pnonty when considering_ the siting of these · 
brickmaking factories. " 

Roads and Bridges.-I mentioned this 
during the debate on the Governor's Speech 

, from the Throne. If there is any Division 
in this Region where there are bad roads and 
br~dges, it is Okifipupa division. The bridge 
b~tween Ikoya and Okitipupa, as I have 
already mentioned in this House, was dis-

. mantled three months ago. There is not a 
single bridge in . the Division, and, apart 
from the Foriku/Okitipupa road and the 
Igbotako/Okitipupa road, all the other roads 

·are not tarred and the bridges are bad. There 
was a time, Sir, when we applied for the 
installation of a petrol shed, but the people 
told us that they would not allow their lorries 
to ply those roads because they are bad. 
There is : no doubt, Sir, that if these roads 
and bridges are repaired the people in my 
div1sion ~ill derive some benefit. , -

. t ' ~~~ . • • . 

·. -Teacher Training.-Mr Speaker, Sir, there 
1s some 'provision in the Development 
P rogramme for t~acher training, but I will 
tell you that sorr..etime ago when some "C" 
teachers took entrance into a Teacher 
Training Institution the Principal refused to 
ac.cept them on the grcund ·that only 

Moderners are expected to go into a Teacher 
Training College. . I feel, Sir, that a teacher 
who has worked for about ten years, and who 
has the money just this year to enter a training 
college, should not be refused admission. 
I feel, Sir, that this order of the·· Principal 
should be revoked. There are some te&chers 
who, though have the necessary knowledge 
and experience, are not allowed to train in 
any i~stitution and because they have no 
better_ teaching qualification they are .dis­
missed from service. Since these people 
have got the brain and experience, the 
Government should do something to help 
them enter Teacher Training Coll~ges. 

With these few remarks, Sir, I beg to 
suppqrt. 

Mr Speaker: Order! We shall now 
have a rather long break and come back at 
8 p.m. tonight. The Debate on this Motion 
is adjourned until tomorrow. The business 

. for the evening will be the Adjourned 
Debate on the Governor's Speech from the 
Throne. · 

Further Debate on the Development Plan 
adjourned till tomorrow, Friday, 6th _ April, 
1962. 

Sitting suspended at 2.20 p.m. 
Sitting resumed at 8.30 p.m. 

(Mr Deputy $peaker in the Chair) 

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE 
Motion for an Address. 

Adjourned Debate on the Question (28th 
March).-

."That an humble Address be p.r.esented to 
His Excellency_the _Governor in the following 
terms:- · 

~hat this House expresses its, loyal an.d 
dutiful thanks to Your Excellency for the · 
most gracious Speech addressed to both 
Houses of the Legislature; 

And . that this Address be formally 
presented to His EJFcellency by the Leader 
of the House and the Leader of the 
Opposition". · 

Question again proposed. 
The Minister of Agriculture and 

Natural Resources (Chief A. 0. Adeyi): 
The last year witnessed ' a tremendous 
~xpansion in the measures adopted to. 
Implement the agricultural, forestry, fisheries 
and livestock policies of the Government of 
Western Nigeria: · I _ ' shall describe the 
developments which have taken place and I 
shall also state very briefly steps which we 
propose to take for the future expansion of 
the success already achieved. 
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As hon. Members are aware, Government 
has adopted a new means of passing on 
modem techniques to a new generation of 

· farmers. We all now knew of the establish­
. ment of Co-operative Farm Settlements. 
The basis of the scheme is that · selected young 
men should be. trained and then estal: lished 
on these settlements and that they should 
develop their holdings under the direction of 
Field staff of my Ministry. Free tenure of 

_holdings have been secured and high quality 
· strains of planting mate_rials are being used. 
Supervised credit is supplied and each settle­
ment or group of holdings is being operated 
i11 accordance with up-to-date agricultural 
techniques. These cettlements are intended 
to show that farmir.g can be both a profitable 
and an attractive way of life and so encourage 
young men to look to farming for their 
livelihood. Thirteen settlements are now 
being developed and in the coming year 
fourteen more will be developed. . 

We have also established five Farm 
Institutes and over the next few years, their 
full devel~pment will be completed. By the 
end of thts year the farm institutes will be 
turp.ing out 500 trained young farmers. 
These institute~ provide two-year courses in 
practical farming under the conditions which 
will be en1;ountered in typical climatic areas 
of the Region. 

By this dynamic policy of extension educa­
tion, . provision of credit facilities and the 
bold application of the results of research we . ' are puttmg a new complexion on farming so 
that not only the older farmer but also the 
s~hool leaver will look up to farming as a 
htghly respectable and rewarding occupation. 
The Co-operative Farm Settlement Scheme, 
though designed primarily to appeal ,to 
educated young men, is intended to set the 
pattern · for farming in general. The Farm 
~ettlement Sc~eine will also -play a · very 
tm:portant role m the economy of the Region 
by ,its contribution to the Region's produc­
tion of both cash and food crops and to the 
improvement in the diet of the people. 
500 settlers are now working on the existing 
thirteen farm settlements and 1,000 prospec­
tive settlers are being trained at the five farm 
institutes. 7,000 acres of various permanent 
crops have been established to the Settlements 
and the poultry units are producing 2,500 
eggs weekly. 
. The cocoa season which ended in August 
1961 was a record one. Over 181,000 tons 
of cocoa was purchas~d and the current 
season's crop will be a large one. Peasant 
production of cocoa has been in_creasing 

steadily and although present indications 'are 
that production will continue to increase the 
present trend in the World Market mal;es it 
difficult, if not impossible, to · forecast the 
trend of peasant production in terms of 
specific magnitude. The · rapid gr:owth in 
the volume of cocoa production is dependent 
largely on direct incentives by Government 
and these incentives have become particularly · 
important. Firstly, there is a cocoa improve­
ment and rehabilitation scheme whereby 
farmers are encouraged by _compensation 
fees to cut down trees which have become 
uneconomic. Secondly, linked with rehabili­
tation, there is a programme of distribution 
o~ s~bsidis~d. seedlings of selected high 
yteldmg vanettes. The target is to distribute 
ten n;-illion seedlings annually. ·Thirdly, 
there IS the campaign- for eradication ·of 
swollen shoots . and black pod diseases and 
capsids. Under this campaign the farmer's 
purchase of insecticides is subsidised. Up­
to-date, Government has spent over £500,000 
by way of subsidy. Fourthly, there are 
training and demonstration schemes designed 
to bring to the farmers efficient and up-to-date 

· management and processing techniques. 

During the past year seven: million seedlings 
were taken up by cocoa farmers · and dver 
1,000 .tons of · black pod fungicides and 
75,000 gallons ·of capsir,:l insecticides were 
purchased by fatmers at subsidised prices. 

· A series of extension trials with a type of 
cotton new to this Region has proved most 
successful. Following this success· 5 000 
acres of this cotton will be grown in' the 
Region in 1962.· We have also made trials 

·with different· types of tobacco in 1961. 
This was done in collaboration with the 
Premier Tobacco Company in which Govern­
ment has a substantial 1nterest. The 
Company was formed wi.th the intention of 
growing tobacco in the Region for export 
overseas. 

Concentrated attention conti~ues to be 
given to the raising of improved rubber -and 
oil palm seedlings for distribution to farmers 
at subsidised rates and for the free training of . 
farmers in processing and cultural techniques 
in order to improve both production and 
quality. 

The Western Region contributes about 
30 per cent of the country's palm oil and 
about 50 per cent of its palm kernel supply. 
Our programme for the improvement of 
palm produce is varied. We have introduced , 
a scheme for the distribution of over a million 
high-yielding seedlings per annum at a 
subsidise,d rate. There is a programme for 
training farmers in the proper methods .of 
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handling fruits and · in hygienic and correct 
methods of processing to obtain high .. grade 
oil. We are providing facilities for large­
scale mechanised processing, where possible 
and profitable, and we are . encouraging 
farmers to form co-operative processing units 
in small factories. 800,000 seedlings of 
improved oil palm were raised from Govern­
ment and supervised . privately-owned 
nurseries during the year. Over the year, 
we have been particularly anxious to intra-' 
duce, and we have carried investigation into, 
the use of' a variety ·of simple machinery in 
order to evolve simple and cheap equipments 
for oil processing which will lower the prosent 
drudgery and yet be efficient and economical 
to operate at the village level. 

.Despite competition from synthetic pro­
ducts the production of rubber has increased 
steadily in both quantity al).d quality. Over 
800,000 see~lings of improved rubber were 
raised in Government arid supdvised private 
nurseries during the last year. In order to 
encourage processing of high quality rubber 
small-'scale rubber factories and smoked 
sheets have . been established in the main 
producing areas of Benin and Delta Provinces. 
~e have introduced schemes for the training 
of local . farmers in the various processes of 
rubJ:>er pro~uction-tapping, smoking and 
stonng. We have also intensified our efforts 
to popu~arise the rubber industry among the 
you~hs m the . rubber-producing areas· of the 
Regwn. Over 44,000 farmers have · been 

. trained · in rubber tapping; 1 0;000 have been 
. trajn~d in rubber processing, ahd nearly 
'1',200 in cultivation ahd maintenance. There 
~re in · operation, to .date, seventy-seven 

. unproved rubber co-operative factories. The 
SY.stematic rehabilitations scheme 'for the 
replacement of old trees which was introduced 
over a year ago has been vigorously pursued. 

. In the production of 'food crops, we have 
d1rected . our efforts towards increasing aggre­
gate production'in order to meet the demands 
of an increasing population. .Steps have also 
been taken to investigate ways and means of 
increasing thenutrient value of food in order 
to feed the population better. Efforts have 
al.so been . made to produce high-yielding 
d1sease-resisting varieties of various food 
crops to discover better methods of cultivation 
and to promote mechanisation where condi­
tior:s encourage its ·use. The programme 
wh1ch we ·have introduced includes the 
multiplication and distribution of high breed 
maize, improved variety of rice, groundnuts, 
melon, cowpeas and guinea corn. Measures 
have also been taken for the control of yam 
beetles. 

The Livestock programme of my Ministry 
has been directed at remedying the present 
situation in which there is a shortage of 
animal protein in the diet of the Region. 
The main development efforts were concen­
trated on poultry and beef production. ·The 
Livestock Investigation Centre at Ado-Ekiti 
continues to provide useful data on local 
Muturu. Cattle. We have achieved satisfac­
tory results on the · extensive. system of 
grazing tried out on the Cattle Extension 
Farm at Shaki. · At Agege Dairy, the · 
crossing of imported Friesian bulls . with 
local Fulani Cattle has raised · the milk 
yield from 2,,800 lbs' per lactation from the 
Fulani breed to 4,008 lbs from the Friesian­
Fulani Cross. Our work on the . develop­
ments of fattening and production ·units 
for beet has progres~ed satisfactorily. . Six:· 
of the seventeen Steer fattening units were 
established in 1961 -62 · and . are now in 
production. Each unit carries one hundred 
heads of cattle. Breeding'· capacity at 
Fashola poultry farm has been g;-eatly 
increased and a new station opened atAgege. 
Poultry feedstuffs depots have been estab­
lished at Agege and Akure where farmers 
can buy chicks and layer's mash. · 

Work in the Veterinary Division of my 
Ministry has p.rogressed satisfactorily and 
we have concentrated on a programme of 
establishing more veterinary facilities, cattle 
markets, cattle crushes and spraces, cattle 
routes, off-loading facilities at . Railway 
Stations and abbatoirs. · 

In the field of forestry considerable pro­
gress was made . in regeneration oper&tions 
designed to increase the economic stocking · 
of the forest. Some hundreds of thousands 
of acres are ' being treated, a figure which ·, 
surpasses regeneration operations in the re'st· 
of the whole of Tropical Africa combined: 
Government has under consideration a 
1:ev!ew of the Forest Policy planned to main ­
tain the security of the forest estate and to 
obtain the maximum return from it. In line 
with most advanced countries the Western · 
Region Government places great emphasis 
on the cultivation of fast-growing trees to · 
meet the fast-expanding economy of the 
Region. This Region . c.ontinues to be the , 
largest producer and exporter 'of timber in · 
the Federation. Production continues to rise 
and it is gratifying to record that within a 
comparatively short period the number of 
exportable timber trees has been increased 
frqm a few species to many. 

The primary need for the development of 
inland and deep sea fisheries is recognised 
by my Ministry. Plans have been formulated · 
for an investigation into the se~ estuary and 
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Delta fisheries of the Regim~. Investigation 
into the development of inland fisheries and 
fish culture is already proceeding. 

In concluding this statement I would 
wish to draw the attention of hon. Members 
to recent developments: especially, concerning 
cocoa. Not long ago my attention was 
drawn to an erroneous statement in one of 

· the daily Press that whilst the world market 
price of cocoa remained at £400 per ton, a 
meagre £150 . was beiD.-g paid to Nigerian 
farmers. Nothing could be farther from the 
truth. In fact, at no time was the market 
price of cocoa £400 per ton. The true state­
ment is that the price of cocoa products such 
as ·chocolate and cocoa drinks, was about 
£400 per ton whereas the price of cocoa, that 
is, raw products, was only £150 .per ton. 

The second point which I wish to make 
relates to the increase in . the standard of the 
quality of c..ocoa produce now required in 
the international market. Under the current 
practice, the prescription . of . grades and 
standards of . quality for cocoa purchased by 
the Regional Marketing Boards. for export is 
as follows: 

Grade I cocoa is that which is thoroughly 
dry, free from foreign matter and from 
smoky, velvety or black beans and which 
contains less than (a) 5 per cent by count 
of mouldy, weevily, decayed, flat or 
germinated beans; and (b) 5 per cent by . 
count, of unfermented or insufficiently 
fermented beans. 

Grade II cocoa is that which does not 
qualify for grade I and which is thoroughly 
dry, free from foreign matter or from 
smoky, velvEty or black . beans and which 
contains less than (a) 10 per cent, by count, 

· of mouldy, weevily, decayed, flat or 
· · germinated beans; and (b) 10 per cent, by 

count, of unfermented or insufficiently 
fermented beans. 

By a series of legislative acts in some consum­
ing countries, it has now become clear that 
these grades will not now meet world demands 
and the Government of this Region, in an 
attempt to retain its share of the world 
market, is determined to encourage our 
farmers to meet the new standards. The 
standards which we shall be required to 
meet in future are as follows: 

Grade'! cocoa.-This is thoroughly dry, 
free from foreign matter, smoky beans 

' and · any · evidence of ·adulteration and 
' contains ·not more than 3 per cent, by 

count, of slaty beans and not more than · 
3 per cent, by count, of all other defects. 

Grade II coqo~.-This is thoroughly dry, 
free from foreign matter, smoky beans and 
any evidence of adulteration · and con tains 
not more than 4 ·per cent,· by count, of 
mouldy beans, not more than 8 per cent 
by count of slaty beans a·nd not more than 
6 per cent, . by count, of all other defects. · 
It will be clear to hon. Members that a great 

deal of work has to· be· done to meet these n<:;w 
.standards and I appeal to all hon. Members 
to take up the issues personally and bring 
the new standards, which the international 
market now requires of us, to the notice of 
farmers in their areas. I am sure that with 
the concerted effort of us all, this Region will . 
continue to maintain its place in the world 
market -for cocoa. 

The third point which I wish to make 
relates to the stimulation of local .consurrwtion 
of cocoa. We all are aware of the part which 
cocoa has played and will continue to ·play 
in the economy of this Region; It · is a 
matter for--concern that although this country · 
is one of the largest producers of cocoa in the 
world, . so little of the product is consumed 
here. It is the aim of Government to en­
courage the local consumption of cocoa and 
cocoa products, and it is our aim to en.courage 
the manufacture of cocoa products in the 
Region. As a step towards this encourage­
ment we are proposing, in ·consultation with 
the Marketing Boards and the ' Nigerian · 
Produce Marketing Company, to introduce a 
Cocoa .Week Celebratio-\1, as part' of an 
International Cocoa Day Celebration in the 
Federation. I would ask for the co-operation 
of Members of this House on this matter, 
and it will be appreciated if, when the time 
comes, we endeavour to make our p,eople 
conscious of the possibilities of cocoa as a 
nourishing food. 

In the course of the statement whic~. I hf1Ve · 
alr.eady made I have touched upon a: rrumber 
of points raised by the hon. Members on the 
Speech from the Throne. The Member for 
0Ddo North-East has referred to 'Govern­
ment's intention to review its Forest Policy. 
I can assure him that our future policy with 
regard to forest management will help to 
preserve the security of Government Forest 
Estates and also check any reckless·exploita~ 

·· tion of economic trees in the Region. 

The hon. Member for Ekiti South-East 
has referred to steps which Gov~rnment has 
taken on the improvement of agricultural 
techniques and production, .the farm settle­
ment scheme ~rid . the encouragement of 
poultry farming and fisheries. I can assure 
him that we would continue to intensify our 
activities on these matters. It is generally 
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agreed that agriculture is the mainstay of our 
economy and steps taken towards its further 
development could not be carried too far. 

The hon. Member for Afenmai West II 
has suggested that our re-afforestation scheme 
should be furthered · by checkihg indis­
cr.iminate bush bLirning. This is a seasonal 
feature in some parts of the Region. It' has 
a devastating effect on the forest resources and 
the fertility of farm land. I wish to point out 
that in Forest Reserves bush burning is 
prohibited so that the proposed afforestation 
scheme will not be inhibitei:l by indiscriminate 
bush burning. Outside the Forest Reserves, 

· however, efforts are constantly being made to 
persuade those who live in the country side to 
desist from wanton destruction of vegetation 
by annual bush fires. The . habits and 

. customs of a people cannot easily be changed · 
except by education and persuasion. 

. 
The Member for Afenmai has also asked 

to know Government's activities on the en­
. couragetr:~-ent of rice production in Agenebode 
· and has asked for more Agricultural Assistants 
in Afenmai. An Irrigation Engineer was 
. posted to Agenebode to carry 'out a survey on 
the feasibility of large-scale rice production 
in · those parts of Afenmai bordering the 
Niger. The officer died there and, ever: 
since, it has not been possible to obtain the 
services of an lrrigation.Engineer to continue 
the work. With regard to the request for 
more Agricultural. Assistants in Afenmai 
Division there are twenty-five Agricultural 
Assistants • in the Division ·and this figure 

• places Afenmai in a more favourable position, 
comparatively with the ' other Divisions of 
the Region. 

Finally, I must say that there is every 
reason for us to · rejoice at our achievements 
and we can look forward · to the future with 
optimism. 

Mr Speaker Sir, I beg to support. · 

The · Minister of Local Government 
(Alhaji D. S. Adegbe.nro): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I rise to support the Motion of Thanks to 
His Excellency the Governor for the Speech 
from the Throne. 

Few Opposition Members criticised our 
methods in the Ministry of Local Government 
of making selections · to the Assessment 
Committees in the Region. I would like 
to say, Mr Speaker, that it was an agreement 
reached between the Government and all 
the major political parties in this Region · 
that' where a Party is represented in a· Coun­
cil, that Party ought · to have adequate 
representation in the various Tax Assessment 
Committee's in the area. We, the Ministry · 
of Local Government, adhere strictly to this 
agreement which was reached, but I find it 
very · difficult to understand why some han. 
Members, particularly from the areas where 
the NCNC are not represented on such · 
Councils, now coinplain that they are not 
represented on the Assessmc:-nt C0mmittees . 
They could not f:OSsibly be reprc:-sented on 
the Assessment Committees . because I 
consider · it v_ery unfair to allow a person who 
has no voice in the Council, and who has no 
part' to play in the collection of tax, to sit 
down and assess people . I have however 
taken care, Mr Speaker, Sir, to see that due 
allocation is made to the NCNC as a local 
party in the various Assessment Committees. 

Again, one han. Member from Okitipup~ 
Division alleged that in the selection of 
women to local government councils, only 
Action Group members were nominated · 

A Member for Benin has stated that he into both the . !kale Idapomarun District 
. would like to see more wot:k done on Research Council and also the !kale Orisunmeta 
for higher yielding species of rubber and oil Council. This is not true, · .Mr Speaker, 

· palm in the Midw~s~ .area. I hav~ ~llrea~y because in the !kale Idapomarun , District 
enumerated the actlvttles of my Mm1stry 1n Council the total number of female members 
this respect. Apart from a total expenditure . nominated is two · and that has been divided 
of about £98,000 and £2~,?00 for __ t~e en- _' in the ratio of on~ to Action Group and one 
coura.gement of r~bber plantmg and 01l palm to NCNC, · and their names were. duly 

. plan~mg . respecttvely, .a Ru.bber Re~earch published in the official Gazette. ;Again, in 
StatiOn has been estabhshed m the Mtdwest the Ikale Orisunmeta, the same quota of two 
at a ~ost of over £14,000 so far. Action Group,. because of. their representation 

In concluding, I would refer to the general 
problem which my Ministry has to face with 
regard to trained personnel. Almost every-

. where there is scarcity of trained personnel. 
To meet this problem we · have to continue 
to expand facilities available in our training 
institutions at Moor Plantation and at Akure. 

in that Council, . have one and the NCNC 
also has one. In regard to female members, 
the guiding principle is the provision of the 
.Law which allows the nomination of women 
to these Councils: one woman to be nomina­
ted for every. ten elected male members of 
the Council. In a meeting of all the Parties 
together, which was held in my office some-
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time early this year, an agreement was 
reached as 'to proportional female representa­
tion depending on how many Action 
Group members we have in a given Council 

' and how many NCNC members we have 
in the Council. This agreement was reached 
with the officials of the NCNC Headquarters 
in Ibadan and also with Action Group officials 
in the Headquarters in Ibadan. I am sure the 
hon. Member who made this allegation did 
not at all check up at home; this feeling 
comes from Members in the Okitipupa 
Division. . . · 

Mr Speaker Sir, may I say further that we 
in the Ministry of Local Government have, 
in so far as assistance to local authorities is 
concerned, been doing our best to see that 
maximum assistance is given to them by way 
of advice and by. way of encouragement; 
and not only have I been visiting these 
local allthorities from time to time, but the 
Minister in the Ministry and also the Parlia­
mentary Secretary have all toured extensively 
in order to give encouragement to these local 
authorities. But may I say, Sir, that the 
allegation of bribery and corruption in local 
authorities has completely died down­
(Cheers)-'-because of ~he guidance that our 
officers in the field are constantly giving to 
these local authorities and as a result of the 
recruitment of really good and qualified 
staff to man the c.ouncils by the Local Govern­
ment Service Board. As a matter of fact, 
Mr Speaker, I can tell you that when Govern­
ment decided to encourage local authorities 
to assume fuller and greater responsibilities, 
Government decided that councils which 
performed well during the year ought to be 
encouraged by way of greater responsibility 
being handed over to them by way of self-

, determination about finances. Since Govern-
. ment decided to grant this fin;mcial autonomy 
to local authorities two years ·ago, I have the 
gr~atest pride, Mr Speaker, to say that not 
less than thirteen councils do now enjoy 
financial autonomy in this Region. (Cheers) . 

I would not bother the House by giving 
these things, they are published in the Gazette 
from time to time. As soon as this House 
adjourns, Mr Speaker, I ·· shall have the 
privilege to present a trophy for the best 
all-round performance to the Ibarapa District 
Council in Ibadan Division and also the 
runner-up trophy to the Akoko-Oke Dis­
trict Council in Afenmai Division. (Cheers). 

Mr Speaker Sir, I do hope that the good­
will and mutual understanding that has 
hitherto existed between the members of the 
local authorities, shades of opinion ih the 
Region, and my Ministry will continue for 

-

better development and progress of local 
administrati.on in this Region in the ensuing 
year. (Applause). 

Mr SP,eaker, ~ir, I beg to support. 

The Minister of Health and Soc ial 
Welfar e (Chief J. 0 . Osuntokun): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I should like to make a brief 
reply to the criticisms levelled agai~st the 
SportE- Council by the hon. Member for 
Ikeja South. Uilfortunately he is not in the 

'House now, but I am sure he will read 
whatever reply I give in the Hansard. Mr 
Speaker Sir, it would appear: that . the hon. 
Membt"l has not bothered himself to read the 
Sports Council Second Annual Report which 
I had the honour to lay on the Table of this 
House during the last sitting of the House. 
He has • not been willing, it appears, to a vail 
himself of the faCts which are always avail­
able from the Secretary of the W estetn 

· Region Sports Council. He alleged that 
since the creation of the Sports Council two 
years ago, the Sports Council has not helped 
in supporting organisations in the form of 
loans or grants. Nothing could b.e further 
from the truth and to refute these unfounded 
allegations I will proceed to give you some 
facts and figures which could be checked up 
at any time from the records in the office of 
the Sports Council. · 

Members of the House will recollect that 
,the Liberty Stadium, which comes l.mde·r . . 
the control of the Sports Council, was opened 
on the 30th of September, t960, and in just · 
about eighteen months since the Stadium 
was opened, the Western ·Nigeria Sports 
Council was, through the organisation of its 
Stadium Management Committee, . able to 
pay a sum of £13,336 16s 6d to the West · 
Council of the N.F.A. and the parent body 
in Lagos, that is, the N .F.A. itself, as gate 
collections . from various football' matches 

. pl~yed at the Stadium. · Such ..matches 
included Ghana versus Sudan, the Western 
Rovers versus Abidjan, Midwest . versus 
Abidjan, Western Rovers . versus Portugue-se 
Guinea, Western Rovers versus Brazzaville, 
Western Rovers versus Sheffield Wednesday, . 
and so on and so forth. During this pe~·iod 
too, a sum of about £500 was paid to • the 
Amateur Athletics Association of Western 
Nigeria for various athletic sports meetings 
held at the Liberty ·stadium by way ·of gate 
fees . I am sure hon. Members would agree 
that these are very substantial amounts. 

Also grants are payable to lega1ly constituted 
governing bodies who submitted audited 
accounts for the previous year for purposes 
of administration, transport, ' equipment and 
popularisation of sports. Special transport 
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grants are also given to enable Regional teams 
to travel out of the Region. The following 
grants have, in fact, been made available to 
governing bodies of sports during the past 

.,_fipancial year:-

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 
(7) 
(8) 

' (9) 

West Amateur Athletics Associa­
tion (Men) 
West Amateur Athletics Associa­
tion (Women) 
West Cricket Association 
West Table Tennis Association ... 
West Swimming Association 
West .Lawn Tennis Association ... 
West 'Football Association 
West Amateur Boxi1;1g Association 
West Hockey Associatio'n 

£ 

570 

370 
370 
370 
130 
370 
300 
370 
370· 

to all and sundry. Since he was appointed 
he has toured the Region extensively and 
has covered about fifteen thousand miles 
giving coaching lessons and practices to a 
large number of Schools and Football Asso-cia­
tions throughout the Region. The Sports 
Council 'has alrear:ly offered appointment to a 
Chief Coach who is likely to take up 'ttppoint­
ment sometime in April 1962. It will be 
appreciated by Members that when one is 
searching in a world market for a top-class 
coach the ~earch can be long and drawn out · 
if one is to ensure getting the right person. 
It will therefore be seen that on football 
coaches alone, the Sports Council will be 
spending about £5,500 per annum. This 
sum includes salaries, allowances, housing 
accommodation and inducement allowance ; 
where applicable. Grants have been, paid 
out for coaching courses to-

(a) Cricket Association, in order to b~ 
able to employ Mr George Headley; 

(o) Table Tennis, in order to be able to 

In addition to the$e the Sports Co~mcil, with 
my approval, have just appointed two 
organising · secretaries to organise soccer 
throughout "Western Nigeria. The two of 
them, with transport allowance and basic 
allowance, will be costing the Sports Council . 
at least - about £1,500 a year. Two buses · 
have also been purchased for the use of 1 •• • 

Football Associations and · other Sporting -

employ Alec Brooke; · 

(c) Boxing, in order to be able to engage 
Hogan Bassey for some time; 

(d) Football, in order to be able to engage · Organisations at a cost of £5,000, whilst a 
third and a very large one-a 39-seater bus 
for athletes-will soon be delivered to the 
Sports Council at a cost of £6,000. On 
some occasions the Sports Council gave 
advance loans to the West Council of the 
N.F.A. to enabl~ it to organise important 
football matches, and I have it on record 
that up till now the West Counc.il of the 
N.F.A. is still indebte~ to the Sports Council 
to the tune of about <£ 400 as loan advance, 
and if the management of football in Western 
Nigeria by the West N.F.A. had not been 

. faulty to the extent· that led the Government 
to institute a Commission of Inquiry into 
its activities sometime ago a sum of well over 
£13,000 realised for that body by the Western 
Nigeria Sports Council within eighteen 
month!? is a great sum which should make any 
sports organisation to find its feet financially. 
I have it on record that never in the history 
of ~he Association in Western Nigeria has 
such a large sum of money accrued to that 
body, and ·I therefore feel the Sports Council 
and the Liberty Stadium Management 
Committee ought to be congratulated for 
this efficient performance. (Applause). 

With. regard to coach-ing, to which the hon. 
Member referred, ·'I notice that the hon. 
Member even forgot to mention Mr Balogun 
·who, only recently, did two weeks of coaching 
in · his constituency in Ikeja area. Mr 
Balogun is a qualified Football Coach and his 
prowess and coaching ability are well-known 

Beth Halevi; and finally · · 
(e) for Hockey, in order to be able to 

engag~ Svendarg and 1\kponwii. 
The total sum paid out under this heading is 
about £700. . · · 

As for Les Courtier, who was at one time 
Chief Coach, his appointment was terminated 
in April last -y:~ar because of three reasons: : 

(1) the West Council of the N.F.A: 
found it entirely impossible to co-operate 
with him and they told me that they could 
not get on with him; as a result the Sports 
Council did not by itself appoint coaches 
but the Sports Council appoint · coaches 
for the West Council of the N.F.A.; 

. (2) his unsavoury remarks about the 
Government of this Region'; the Govern- · 
ment cannot cherish such remarks from 
him; 

(3) because of his . unwillingness fo 
undertake extensive touring and also · 
inability to impart knowledge. " ... "~· 

It is common knowledge that this gentleman, 
on very many occasions, went to coach on the · 
field in long trousers, in ties and coats, and 
so on and so forth : ·I wonder what 'such an 

· officer could do in such gorgeous dresses I · 
With regard to Mr Adeniji tQ which the 

hon. Member also referred, the West Council . 
of the N.F.A. employed him and, after he has 
been paid for two or three months by the 
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same Council, the Council made an attempt 
to transfer him through the back door to the 
services of the Western Nigeria Sports 
Council. In spite of the' fact that the 
appointment of Mr Adeniji . by the West 
Council of the N .F.A: was most irregular I 
got the Sports Council to interview him in 
order to ascertain his ability and suitability 
as a coach. Tht:. result of the interview is 
that Mr Adeniji did not have any coaching 
qualification whatsoever, excepting that he 
has a certificate issued to .him by Mr Les 
Courtier. That certificate merely stated that 
Mr Adeniji undertook a week's coaching 
course under him; and Members would 
aga:n appreciate that just because a person is 
a football ,phyer does not make him automat­
ically a good coach. Again Mr Adeniji was 

·interviewed along with others · when the 
Sports Council was to appoint two organising 
secretaries in order to co-ordinate the work of 
the governing bodies of Sports, but it was 
discovered that he fell far too short of the 
necessary reqmrements. In .. short, the West 
Council of the N.F.A. has been trying to 
dump Mr Adeniji, its "baby", on the laps of 
the Western Nigeria Sports Council; and if 
the Western .Nigeria Sports Council should 
adopt this "baby" it will be creating a very 
dangerous precedent because- nothing would 
stop all other sporting organisations from 
employing the same sort of questionable 
appointment . . 

With regard to lack of football stadia all · 
over the Region, the Government is making 
provision · for this in its Six-year Development 
Plan and the Sports Council had done its 
part by preparing the drawings, plans and 
models for the Provincial Sports Centres to 
be built in each of the Provincial Head­
quarters and I invite all hon. Members, 
particularly the hon. Member for Ikeja South, 
to visit the Liberty Stadium and have some 
chat with the Secretary and the Chairman of 
the Sports Council who will show him all 
these developments. 

. The hon: Member also complained that no 
Nigerian has ' been sent· abroad for coaching 
courses. There are two or three overseas­

. conspicuous among whom is Mr Omagbemi, 
"the flying man" who is at present pursuing 
an athletics coaching course in the United 
States of America. · And if I may say ' this 
also, one of the uses of the Chief Coach is to 
come and organise coaching lessons to those 
who' are capable of partaking of these 
lessons. In fact, what we are trying to do 
is that what we would normally go to obtain 
in Germany, or in England or United States 
,of America, could be brought right to our 

own doors in .Western Nigeria by appoint ing 
this Chief Coach. 

The hon. Member also complained that 
the West lost the Bank-Anthony Cup to the 
East just because ·one member of the Sports 
Council did not · release a player · from AClo­
Ekiti. The fact of the case is that the player 
in question is a Higher School Certificate 
Course student and will normally take hi;; 
studies at this stage of his life much ir.10re 
seriously than anything else since the country 
has •not established professionalism in soccer. 
As a matter of fact, the boy· was released to 
the West Council of the N .F.A. for two weeks 
during the match against Togoland. ,After 
the match, instead of the West N.F.A., 
releasing the boy to go back to his studies,· · 
he was kept down for another one week until · 
the boy himself managed to escape back to 
his studies. His father has launched a very 
strong protest to the Principal of his School 
for allowing the boy . to be absent from his 
studies even for one day. I am personally 
very anxious tha( any football star who is · 
discovered by the West Council of the N.F.A. 
should not be debarred from playing for the 
Council by its employers. I therefore. held 
a series of meetings with Government depart­
ments and merchantile houses so that such 
men could be released and camped without 
arq difficulty. And I have mentioned it 
to the officers of the West N.F.A. that if 
they come across any difficulty with any 
mercantile houses or Government Depart­
ment they should let me know immediately, 
so that I can take it up; but ·not a single case 
has yet been brought before me. 

With regard to tl:H:! hon. Member's allega- . 
tion concerning the suitability of the present 
~ports ~ouncil, I submit that the hon. Mem­
ber has not been fully informed about the 
sterling qualities of these Members who have 
spared their time to serve the interest .of 
the Regiori. Mrs Fatayi-Williams, who 
was specifically mentioned, · has put . in a 
considerable amount of voluntary work in 
many of Nigeria's sporting organisations 
and probably knows as much· about coaching 
as anybody else in Nigeria. A small p'.oint 
of interest here is that the Chairman of the 
German Football Team which is . currently 
touring the country is a woman. As a 
matter of fact, she is the Minister of Sports 
in the Republic of West Germany. (Cheers 
from Government Benches). ·Secondly, the. 
reference to Mr Powell as a grounds man is 
most preposterous. Mr Powell is one of 
our most knowledgeable sports admif).istra­
tors anJ, Juring his very long service in 
Nigeria, he has done an incredible amount . 
of work m the interest of sports. In fact, · 
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_in the University of Nigeria, Nsukka, one 
of the halls of residence has been named 
after him in appreciation of his unforgetable 

· contributions towards the progress of sports 
generally throughout the Federation. The 
other · members such as the Chairman 
himself, Mr Laniyonu, Mr Ogunlade, an 
honorary coach for Ekiti Amateur Football 
Association, Chief Begho and Chief D . 
Iyamu are all well-known to sports fans for 
their interest in sports and their ability to . 
impart . their knowledge to sportsmen for 
the glory of the Region. 

· With regard to einployme.qt of players at 
the Liberty Stadium, I think my colleague, 
hon. Oye, has made a suitable reply to the . 
point raised by the hon. Member. I am 
glad to say here that I have called a meeting 
of.the West Council of the N.F.A. since the 
hon. Member made the point, and we will be 
looking' into the possibility of giving some 
employment under the Sports Coui1cil to 
some of our star players, provided they have 
the requisite qualifications. 

I would not like to take up the time of the 
House but what is left really now is a sort of 

· reply to the irresponsible, unfounded and 
mendacious attack .e>n the . pages of the 
Southern ·Nigeria Defender and also on the 
pages of the Tribune purported to have come 
from the West Council of the N.F.A. I am 

happy to report that the West N.F.A. has 
made a categorical denial of these publications 
Ofl: the pages of these two newspapers. So I 
need not waste the time to reply: 

Finally,, Mr Speaker, before I take my seat, 
I should like to reserve my reply to the 
various requests made by hon. Members 
u!ltil when we are debating the Appropriation 
Bill. .. · 

May I on behalf of the Western Nigeria 
Government invite hon. Members to the 
formal opening ·of the Health Auxiliary 
Training School at Eleiyele on the 17th 
April, at 5.00 p.m. 

I beg to support. 

The Minister of Chieftaincy Affairs (Dr 
J. 0. Omitowoju):·· Mr Speaker, Sir, in 
supporting the Motion of thanks to His 
Excellency, the Governor, I will reply very 
briefly to certain questions which have been 
rai~ed by hon. Members 'in this House on 
chieftaincy matters. There is very little that 
commoners can say against the institution of 
chieftaincy; so my reply will be very, very 
brief indeed. · 

An · hon. Member from Aboh has 
wmplained about the presence of traditional 

members in his Council which has prevented 
him from becoming the Chairman of his 
Council. May I remind this hon. Gentle­
man that Obas and Chiefs are.· part and 
parcer of the local governrnel).t system of this 
Region 'and in fact of the entire Federation 
of Nigeria. If the chiefs in his area fail to 
support his side, it is because of the love they 
have for the noble work being done by the 
Action Group Government of Western 
Nigeria. 

In reply to a point raised by an hon. 
Member fer Okitipupa Division, the question 
of wearing beaded crowns by the natural 
rulers of the Region is being examined by a 
Special Committee of Obas and Chiefs of 
the Region. I am still awaiting the report. 

The han . . Members for Okitipupa in this 
House are all one in a5king the Government 
to do something to clarify the position of the 
various chiefs in !kale Division. A Commis­
sion of Inquiry which has been set up has 
now forwarded its report that is being 
studied in my Ministry. · The recommenda­
tions will be placed before the Government 
at no distant date for final decisions. 

Tradition, like history, ' cannot thrive and 
survive on wishful thinking, but on . truth 
and honest statements of fact:. This Govern­
ment, because it is always on the side of truth, . 
will continue to maintain >the institution of 
chieftaincy and uphold the honour a~d dignity 
attached to the traditional position of our 
Obas and Chiefs in the Region. 

· On the 30th April and 1st May this year a 
Conference of Obas and Chiefs from the 

· whole of Western Nigeria will be held in 
Ibadan: · During this meeting the Obas and 
Chiefs will have the opportunity to know 
what is going on in the various Ministries of 
Government from the reports that the 
Ministers will present to them. At this · 
meeting the Obas and Chiefs will have an 
opportunity to exchange views on problems 
that affect them. ' 

On the 'social side, it will be possible to 
hold a Cocktail Party for · the Chiefs at the 
Liberty Stadium, where they will have the 

·opportunity, not only of looking round the 
Stadium, but also of watching a flood-lit 
novelty football match. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 
. ,. . 

The Minister of Education (Dr S. D~ 
Onabamiro): Mr Speaker, 'Sir, I rise to 
support the Motion of Thanks for the gracious 
Speech delivered · from the Throne by His 
Excellency, the Governor. 

I have noted, Mr Speaker, that a number of ,1 

Members speaking from the ·Opposition ; 
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Bench on the Motion have levelled some ·­
criticisms on the Ministry of Education. 
May I seize this opportunity, Mr Speaker, 

. to .. reply to some of these criticisms. 
_ . One is concerning Edo· College. The 
allegation was made by the Member for 
Benin South-East that the promise by ·the 
Government for the expansion of Edo College 
has not been implemented. The correct 
position · is that it took some time for the 
grant of land to Government to be completed. 
It was only after this had been done that the 
'land . could be properly surveyed, including 
the production of a contour map which is 
required by the architects before they could 
start their work. The- architects have now 
almost completed their working drawing and 
it is expected that work .will start ori the new 
buildings before the end of the year. The 
financial provisions for the new buildings have 
been retained in the new .Estimates to be 
considered . by hon. Members during this 
Session. 

The Member for Benin South-East also 
thought that Government was deceiving the 
people with respect to the plan for a Technical 
College in the Midwest. The position here 
is that the Technkal College, originally 
meant for Benin, is now to be built at Auchi. 
This change of site has resulted in some delay. 
The site in Auchi has been selected and 
inspected by experts and is at the present 

, moment being surveyed. As soon as the 
survey is completed, it would be possible to 
start on the design of the buildings. Arrange­
ments 'are already in hand on the recruitment 
of staff' because engineering and other 
technical staff are in short supply and are 
therefore difficult to recruit, unless an 
arrangement is made a long time in advance . . 

As far .as the siting of Government cduca .. 
tiona! institutions is concerned, the institu­
tions are so few that it 1s not possible to 
place one in each Division. The existing 
Government educational institutions iri the 
Region are 'located as follows: Secondary 
Grammar Schools-there are four Govern­
ment Secondary ·Grammar Schools; of the 
four, two are located in the Midwest. Women 
Trade Centres__:_there is one and none so 
far in the Midwest. · Grade II Teacher 
Trai11ing. Colleges-there are three and one 
of the three is in the Midwest. ~ Advanced 
Teacher Training College-only one in the 
Region and none so far . in the Midwest. 
Government 'Primary Schools-there· are 
eight and of the eight six are located in .the 
Midwest. The Midwest thus enjoys m ore 
than its fair share of Government inst itutions. 

The Member for Owo South· I has raised 
a question of grammar · schools ·· in Oka. 
There are at present two grammar·'o;; ch6ols in 
Oka, and the Committee of the ·Regional 
Advisory Board of Education which advised 

. me has expressed the view that the existing 
institutions are adequate for the needs of the 
area as there were only 600 primary school 
leavers in the district in 1961. It is proposed . 
that one of the two existing· grammar schools 
should be turned into a mixed school to 
provide places for girls. It will not be in the 
interest of the area to open a new gram,mar 
school since the basis on which the Govern-
ment makes such provision is .... ... . . (Inter-
ruptions) . · · 

Chief Osuntokun: Mr . Speaker, Sir, 
the hon. Member for Urhobo is still wearing 
"Awolowo cap", or is it ordinary hair? 
(Laughter). · 

The. Member for Aboh East has alleged .. Mr Speaker: I think the hon. Mcmbe1 
·that the people of the Midwest do not receive is wearing his hair. (Laughter). 
as much attention as the rest of the Region 
with regard to scholarship awards, and that Dr Onabamiro: . As · I was · saying, Mr 
the people of Aboh Division, Aboh in partie- Speaker, the basis on which the· Government 
ular, have not received their fair share. He makes provision ·for . secondary grammar 
has also complained that Government institu- . schools is for the accommodation of 10 per 
tions are not sited in Aboh. Between 1952 cent of primary schoolleavers. 
and · i 961 the Midwest received 627 scholar-
ships out of a total of 2,511. This is 25 The Memb.er for Okitipupa has .referred to 
, per cent of the total. The population of the proposal by the Government to · create 
the Midwest at the last Census was 1 ,492,116 a financial pool in each local education author­
out of a total regional population of 6,092,310. ity area which is to be available for building 
You will see, therefore that the population new primary schools and for major repairs to 
of the Midwest is less than 25 per cent of the· existing ones. He may be assured that when 
total population of the Region, being only the dministrative arrangements are comple-
24.5 per cent. It seems clear, therefore, ted, every effort will be made to ensure that 
that the Midwest has received its fair share funds placed in this pool are properly safe­
of the total scholarship awards m 1Nestern guarded and distributed. 
Nigeria.. With these remarks, I beg to support: 
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The Minister of Infoni1ation (Chief 
E. :A. A. Fadayiro): In rising to support 
this Motion I would like to say that the 
two hon. Members from Okitipupa Division 
have criticised the services of my lVIinistry. 
For their information I would like to educate 
them and Members of the Opposition and tell 
them what my Ministry has done throughout 
the Region. 

The Field Publicity Section of the Ministry 
has b een reorganised in ord~r to cope with the 
ever-increasing demand for adequate publicity 
outside headquarters. To this ei).d, the Field 
Publicity Organisation has been divided into 
zones with zonal headquarters properly 
!'taffed by Senior Information Officers, 
Information Officers, Assistant Photogtaph~rs 
and cquipr-eci with publicity vans. The 
result of this exercise has been the effective . 
way in which coverage cf .events, tours of 
Ministers and important personalities, propa­
ganda and publiciLy for various Ministries 
have been carried out satisfactorily. 

The present disposition of our Field 
Organisation is as follows: 

. Ibadan Zone;-Zonal · Headquarters, 
Ibadan .. 

Senior Information Officer in charge, 
one' Information Officer, one Senior 
Cori1mentator, Photographer and Driver 
Proj~ctionist. 

Zonal Stations: 
Oyo with a Cinema Commentatcr, 

Driver Projectionist and cinema van. 
Shaki \Vith a Commentator, Driver 

'Projectionist and cinema van and Isehin 
Station. 

. n~f:/a: Zone.-We have another . zonal 
11eadquarters at Ikeja. It serves the 
stations a:t Abeokuta, Ilaro, Ajilete, Otta, 
Shagamu, Ijebu-Ode, Epe, Badagry. We 
have now placed order for new vans for 

. the service: 

We have another zone known as Akure 
Zone with zonal headqmirters at Akure, 
with a Commentator and cinema van. It 
has its ~onal stations at Ondo, Ado-Ekiti, 
Owo, and Okitipupa. . . 

The ne:kt zone we have is Benln Zone with 
zonal stations · at Asaba, Auchi, Uromi, 
Warri, K wale, .Ashaka, Bomadi and U ghelli. 

~ . 
At each of these stations we have a cinema 

van, · photographer and also an Information 
Officer. 

Hon. Members will observe that from the 
· foregoing; it is · possible at short notice to 

carry out campaigns and make announce_.:. 
ments ori any subject of Government policy 
to people all over the Region and that the new 
organisation enables headquarters to exercise 
proper control on the work of all the. field 
staff. · 

With these few remarks I beg to support. 

The Minister of V,Vorks and Transport 
(Chief S. 0. Sogbein): Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I rise to support the Motion ably moved to 
congratulate His Excellency for his .all­
embracing and illuminating Speech delivered 
from the Throne. In doing so, I shall 
confine myself to the activities of my Minis­
try and to the observations made by hon. 
~embers. 1 • 

His Excellency said, inter alia, and with 
your permission, Mr Speaker, · I quote-

"My Government is proud to announce 
that the programme of road development 
and strengthening of bridges began during 
the 1960-65 development period is . now 
almost being covered". . -

The truth of this statement is borne out by 
hon. Members. For instance, the hon. 
Member from Ekiti South-East . s;:_~id, and I 
quote: "The Government deserves to be 
commended for its · road programme ih 
Western Nigeria which has the best roads· in 
the Federation of Nigeria." · . 

The Member for Afenmai .West thanked 
Government for tarring the Ifon-Sabongida 
Road. 0 ther roads mentioned in his speech, 
e.g., Auchi-Afuze; Sebe-Ogbe-Otwa­
Uzebba; Otwa-Afuze , and Sabongida­
Ekpoma are already receiving the active 
attention of Government. Without discuss­
ing the Estim,ates at this stage, I refer the 
hon. Member to some of its pages and I hope 
that he will be satisfied . 

Another Member from Ekiti North-We~-t 
congratulated Government for its bold 
programme of rqad development which he 
said "has been vigorously executed". Going 
further he also said, and I quote: "Those who 
have had the opportunity to travel far and 
wide in all the regions of this country ..... . 
would agree with me that the Government of 
the West is indeed worthy of praise as it has 
by far done more than the other Regions in 
that connection'~; continuing, he said, further, 
"It will be at least two decades more for the , 
Eastern Region, and perhaps four decades for 
the North, before they can reach where the 
West is ·today in the matter of road tarring. 
Whenever I travel in the West and remember 
what the posit-ion was up to a decade ago, my 
heart gives thanks to God and to the Action 
Group and I always feel proud that I am a ' 
Group~r". (Cheers),. · 
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. But in contrast to this glorious tribute to 
the achievements of the Action Group 
Government of the West there are a very 
negligible few who feel disgruntled: Of 

· course, Mr Speaker, Sir, it is easy to imagine 
who would have spoken in a sinister tone. It 

. is an .NCNC Member from · Okitipupa. He 
said that there are no roads tarred in his area; 
that bridge,s were broken down; and keeps on 
boasting about that the Federal Government 
is going to give electric light to Okitipupa. 

I shall proceed to educate this Member 
who sees the activities of this very progressive 
Government with jaundiced eyes and so sees 
red .in everything. It is Shakespeare in one 
of his immortal plays, when giving the reason 
why somebody died, who said, "Ingratitude 
more than the traitors' $pears quite van­
quished him". This Member is ungrateful 
to Government. The · following roads in 
Okitipupa were tarred by this Government:-

.(i) Lagos-Benin Road to £ 
Okitipupa Town 75,000 

(ii) Okitipupa-Ilutitun­

(iii) Olowa-Irele 
Igbotako 

(iv) Construction of bridges ... 

ToTAL 

83,000 
92,000 

130,000 

£ 380,000 

The bridges mentioned in (i·v) above were 
awarded to a firm called Nigerian Halian 
Construction and Engineering Company. 
There are seven major bridges involved, 
and two of these are now complete and, 
because of the .difficult terrain there, piling 
work is go1ng on the others. (Interruptions). 

' Mr Speaker: . Order, order. 

Chief Odebiyi: To me, Sir, Members 
of the Opppsition are not taking their jobs 
seriously. They are handsomely . paid. 
Look at the Fran t Bench; it is already empty ; 
the· two 'remaining members of the NCNC 
ought to wait and contribute to the Debate or 

· lis~en to the speeches being made by Ministers 
in reply to the criticisms which they made. 
They want to leave. I have never seen the 
kind · of irresponsibility which has been 
shown this evening. 

Mr D. E. Okumagba: Who told him 
that the two Opposition members were 
leaving? . (Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: We .. are told that the 
·· Members . of the Opposition who are present 

are not now leaving. (Applause). (Inter­
ruptions). 

.. 

I pointed out this morning that Members 
have a duty to maintain a certain standard 
of decency in this House and, to ensure that, 
then~ are some provisions in our Standing 
Orders which permit the Speaker to correct . 
Members whenever they are exceeding their 
bounds. . 

Mr Okumagba: . Bounds of what? 

Mr Speaker: ......... of decency. I shall 
quote Order 37 and hope that,Members Bill 
keep to this order. . · 

"37 (2) Mr Speaker ~r ·the Chairman 
shall order any Member whose conduct is -
grossly disorderly to withdraw immediately 
from ·the House during the remaining of 
that day's sitting arid the Serjeant-at-Arms 
shall act on such orders as he may receive 
from the Chair in pursuance of this Or der". 

I hope Members will keep to the ruling of 
the Speaker. · . 

Chief Sogbein: So han. Members will 
now see that they are not just being broken . 
down: they are being repaired. .'VV.:ork' is 
going on on Shabomi Igbotu Embankment 
which is under design. The dredging of 
Mahin Eruwa Creek will soon proceed. 

The Member for Aboh remarked that 
Government has not tarred roads in his area. 
I think he should thank Government instead 
for tarring Obiaruku-Amai; Abraka-Kwale 
and K wale-U ghelli roads and thus· opening 

· his Division to traffic all the year round. All 
totalling £310,000. So it is not correct 
for him to say that nothing has been done in 
Aboh. 

: Mr Speaker, ~ir, ther_e ·are other speeches 
of han. Members congratulating Government 
for its bold t'oad programme. I would not , 
continue with this catalogue of well-dressed 
praise of Government but would say,- in all 
huinility, that the Action Group Government 
of Western Nigeria will continue in the 
.good work. 

As to the Member who boasts that the 
Federal Government is bringing electricity 
to Okitipupa, I would add that I pity h im for 
his palpable ignorance. Under the Constitu­
tion, Electricity is in the concurrent list. 
Again with your permission Sir, Mr Speaker, 
I would 'like to read from the Nigeria (Consti­
tution) Order _in 'Council, 1960. I am .very 
sorry that the ignorant han. Member is not 

· here, · but I think that his colleagues will 
tell him·:-

"73 (1) Parliament may make laws' for · 
Nigeria or any part thereof with respect 
to electricity or gas: 
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Provided that nothing in this sub-section 
shall preclude the legisl::tture of a Region 
from making laws for that Region with 
respect to t_hose matters. 

"(2) The powers conferred. on Parlia­
ment by this section shall not include 
powers-

( a) ~o prohibit or restrict the estab-
. lishment by or on behalf of the Govern­
ment of a Region of an agency for the 
manufacture, distribution or supply of 
el~ctricity or gas in that Region; or 

(b) to regulate the production, distri­
bution, or supply of electricity or gas by 
the Government ·of a Region or any 
such agency. 

"(3) In this section "gas" does , not 
inc:lude natural gas". : ........ . ... ~ . . ......... . 

But for the unity of Nigeria; this Govern­
ment chose to act with others, and the 
·Electricity Corpo·ration of Nigeria was formed. 
We have our members there. The crux of 
the matter is"that wheri the Western Nigeria 
G-overnment wanted electricity to be installed 
in some towns it gave a big sum of £1:3 
million as a loan free of interest to the 
Corporation repayable in twenty-five years. 
May I say, Sir, that if the Government were 
to collect interest annually on this sum, at 
the rate of 6! per cent at the time the loan 
was given, it would collect £78,000 annually. 
With the aid · of ·this loan the Electricity 

. 'Corporation of Nigeria . proceeded to give 
· light to our towns. Remember that they 
collect electricity rates from consumers, 

. and so they gave assurance that they could also 
.supply light to other towns from their profiL 
And th~y have been doing this . Okitipupa was 

· nominated by the Western Region Govern­
ment as one of the towns to ·be supplied 
with electricity because it is the seat of the 
Division. This Government does not dis­
criminate, nor does it do politics with 
amenities; but for the NCNC hon. Member 

·-from Okitipupa to seek to reap where he does 
not SOW will not be fair . . He who pays the 
piper"·ffiust dictate the ·tune. · In fact it will 
be d ifficult for him to believe that some towns 
in other ·parts of the country are being 
developed from the profit accruing from the 
Wf1st. I think this explanation will stop the 
hon. Member from crediting to himself what 
belongs to others. 

· I note the request of other Members for the 
supply of electriCity to their communities. 
Suffice· it'" to say that they shoulQ. be of good 
hope for. it will soon come to their turn. · 

Water Supply.- Turning to this aspect of 
my Ministry, I note with great pleasure the 
remarks of·Members. At this junct"!-lre it is 
pertinent to quote the hon. Member from 
Ishan's statement, and, with your permission, 
Mr , ·Speaker, Sir, I quote: "Before the 
Western Government came into existence 
in 1952, ev~ry part of my division was· 
drinking pond water. Now you can travel 
to !shan and find the best and most palatable 
water distributed ·everywhere" : In my 
considered view, this epitomises our pro­
gramme for water supply namely, to give 
good water in place ·of bad one. · 

But, water supply needs careful planning. 
In some cases, sources have to be watched 
for one or two years, when they are in flood 
and out of flood, to make sure that they will 
not fail. Therefore, in Oyo, for instance, we 
are choosing another s"ource for our water 
supply. Again the design for the develop­
ment of Fugar borehole will be completed 
this year. 

. Hon. Members should rest assured that 
Government is pursuing vigorously the provi­
sion of adequate an_d clean water supply for 
our people both, at urban and rural levels. :. 

Mr Speaker, · Sir, I would ·like to give an 
explanation on the extension of water supply 
from Remo to Aiyepe-Odogbohi, Okun Owa, 
Ijebu-Ijesha towns forming what is known as 
the Ijebu Western District Council. Govern­
ment has approved this scheme for which a 
sum of £100,009 has been earmarked. · As I 
said earlier, Mr Speaker, Sir, planning of 
such schemes has to be made and materl.als 
are to be ordered. It is natural for Members 
to learn that their town has been approved 
·for water supply and to . expect to drink it , 
the second day. This is 'not possible. We 
cannot strike stone like · the Biblical Moses 
and expect water .to rush out. Therefore, 
work is going on on Odogbolu, Aiyepe Okun­
Owa Water Supply and materials will be taken 
to the site as soon as they arrive, and we are 
expecting them within the shortest possible 
time. · · 

With these few remarks, Sir, I beg to 
support. 

The Minister of Trade and Industry 
(Mr K . S. Y. l'viomoh): I rise to support 
the Motion of Thanks to His Excellency the · 
Governor for His -Speech from the Throne. 

As Members will know I assumed duties as 
Minister of Trade and Industry seven weeks 
ago. (Cheers}. During that period, however, 
I feel I have been able to acquaint myself 
with the act~vities associated with this 
Ministry. (Hear, hear). 
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The activities of my Ministry impinge on 

the economic life of the people. We are, 
as is comnionly acknowledged1• a basically 
agricultural community. But it is essential 
that we should learn as rapidly as possible to 
manufacture a variety of goods so that we 
may draw our sustennance from more -than 
one source. This objective is usually surnmed . 
up in one word-Industrialisation. It means 
the stimulation of industrial processes of all 
types leading to an all-round increase in the 
tempo of o_ur economy. That, I think is the 
traditional meaning in all developing coun-

and the manufacture of such items as steel 
windows, plastic and aluminium utensils, 

_pre-stressed concrete and asbestos cement 
products, interior spring mattresses and 
mosaic tiles. · 

,. tries. ,But, to this Government, it means 
even more; it means the diversification of 

' our · economy so as to achieve the highest 
possible standards of living for our people 
within the shortest possible time. It means 
the rapid expansion of employment oppor­
tunities in this Region. 

These are noble . aims , which form an 
important element in the policy of the 
Government of this Region. His Excellency 
the Governor was good enough to refer to it 
in his Speech from the Throne when he 
s~id that his Ministers would intensify their 
efforts to encourage and secure the establish­
ment, and to reduce our dependence on the 
importation of essential commodities. 

Our liberal education policy in this Region, 
exemplified by our free primary education 
scheme which is secot;ld to none in the 
Federation, and our generous scholarship 
schemes, are yielding great dividends in the 
production of larger numbers Qf literate and 
educated young men and women. Oppor­
tunities for gainful employment for these 
young men and women must be found. 

' The G0vernment's principal instrument 
for implementing its industrial plans is the 
Weste·rn Nigeria . Development Corporation. 
In addition to its -agricultural projects which 
are scatter~d throughout the Region, the 
Corporation has established a number of 
industrial projects in association with overseas 
technical and financial partners. The indus­
trial projects fully owned by the Corporation 
include the Ikpoba Rubber Factory at Benin 
City. Other projects in which it holds shares 
include the West African Portland Cement 
Company at Ewekoro, near Abeokuta. · At 
present the Corporation holds shares on 
Government's behalf in fourteen associated 
companies. The percentage of its shares in 
these companies varies from 15 per cent to 
60 per cent. Factories have been established 
in the Region for the __ processing of rubber 

~ .. 

The Western Nigeria Development Corpo­
ration's investment inits fourteen associated 
c·ompanies' amounted, at the end of last year, . 
to over £5.4 million. S.ome of these 
companies have made a fair start ·and have 
even begun to. declare modest dividends. 
We hope and believe that the promising start 
which has been made in this field will be 
maintained and that profits ,derive·d from 
these ventures will increase substantially in 
the coming years and so provide additional 
funds fqr further development. ' · 

1 realise that the location cif an i!ndustry 
depends·, more often than·· not, on such basic 
factors as the availability of raw materials, 
proximity to a port, and adequate and easy 
transport facilities. Most of the projects 
established by this Region . so far have been 
located with due -regard to these factors : : ', 

Unfortunately, the practical effect of the 
application of this policy seems to. · be a . 
concentration of industries in one pa-~ticular 
area of the Region. The impression has tl:ms 
been unwittingly given, and the charge 
levelled lavishly on the Floor of this House, 
that the needs cif other areas of the Region 
for industrial development have been or are 
being overlooked. I wish 'to give a solemn 
assurance to Members of this House, who 
may entertain this view, that the situation . 
which has arisen has not been detiberately · 

· created by the Government. It is, perhaps, 
inevitable that at this early stage of industria:.. 
lisation ·of this country, attention should be 
paid by those whose funds are at stake to areas 
which, in their calculated_ judgment, a_re 
likely to · provide the facilitie.s needed for the 
ranid and successful prosecution of their 
bti'sinesses. They want to make profit, and 
surely no one can reasonably questiqn this 
motive which is the principal aim of all 
industrial and commercial enterprises. As 
a nationalist Government, however, our 

· concern is not ·confined to the strictly profit- · 
making motive. The desire to . provide 
gainful employment for all o.ur cmployables 
is equally important. We are mindful of 
the need for _equitable distribution of the 
means of production of the nation's wealth 
so as to arrest, if not prevent, the drift of 
population from country to town . 

That. is why I .sympathise with those who 
feel ~hat active steps should be taken to 
ensure a rational dispersal of industries 
throughout the Region and so' remove the 
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impression .that certain areas of the Region 
are. deliberately neglected. I assure hon. 
M~mbers .that appropriate steps will be taken 
in this direction without necessarily doing 
violence to economic considerations . affecting 
the establishment of industries. Hon. Mem~ 
hers will have rioted the reference to this 
matter in His Excellency the Governor's 
Speeeh, wherein he 'said that investigation 
would be conducte~, with the assistance of 
"the United States Agency for International 
Development, in order .· to ascertain the 
possibilities for industrial growth in different 
areas of the· Region. 

~ . ' 

.Mr Speaker, Sir, I have so far been talking 
about industrialisation' in its traditional sense 
involving the setting up of large~scale indus­
tries requiring huge sul:ns of money for their · 
establishment and administration. ·There is 
I believe, rbom also for industrialisation of 
.the humble and less spe-ctacular type. In 
his speech during a similar debate two years 
ago, the hon. Premier referred to the need 
for small scale industries in the Region. The 
following . is .in extract from ' his speech on 
that occasion:-

· "We should not allow ourselves to fall 
into the dangerous · habit of expecting 
Government to do all and everything for us . 
Machinery is available through the Finance 
Corporation for assistance to men and 
women who . wish · to set up their own 
industries and businesses. There seems 
t~ be a feeling that the grander a scheme 
is on paper the better it is. I am convinced 
myself ' that this is a mistake and that we 
ought now to think more in terms of 
modest beginnings and to cease to think 

~,: exclusively in a big way". 

I have said that investigation is being 
conducted into industrial potentialities in the 
.Region with the assistance of the United 
States Government. That investigation will, 
as has been said in the Speech from the 
Throne, extend to the possibilities of medium­
scale and rural industries. ' I think that this 

. is an avenue ·of development which has not 
yet been fully explored but which can 
comparatively be as fruitful as · any other. 
What I feel is required is knowledge of the 
industrial ·. uses for _our raw materials and 
guidance . as to how best rural communities 
could derive maximum benefit from them. 
I am inclined to think that one solution may 

·be the banding together of people in more 
co-operative societies for the pooling of their 
r esources and their skills. 

The Co.,operative Societies Division of my 
M inistry has continued to give the maximum 

assist-ance towards the de.velopm~nt of: the 
Co-operative Movement in this Region. The. 
number of co-operative societies has risen · .. : ,, 
from · 145 in 1952 to 1,180 in 1961. In · the · . ~ ·· · -, 
same period the total membership of these :;:-, -. · 
societies has been less satisfactory than the 
rate of the increase in the number of societies 
themselves. My Ministry is fully conscious 
of this apparent defect in the . Co-operative 
Movement and we are doing our utmost to 
overcome it. Despite this defect, however, 
hon. Members will be interested to know that 
in 1961 the Co~operative Societies· sold about 
40,710 tons of cocoa valued at over £6 million 
and that this tonnage represented 23 per cent 
of the total export of cocoa from this Region 
last year. ' . . : " .. r ! . . . 

- ' . 

The Cb-operative Movement has, : ()f 
course, so· far been less ·prominent in the 
field of industrial effort. ' As I have ·already · 
said, I think that in the . next phase of the I 

development of the Movement, it may be 
desirable, subject to results of the technical 
investigation which is : beipg :· conduCted, to' 
encourage .. the formation . of co-operative 
societies engaged . in ·- manufacturing on · a 
medium sc<.1le a<: well as co, operative ·farms. · 

'• ' 
The Co-operative Supply Association, 

which has been mentioned during this ·debate 
is one of the apex organisations in the ·co~· 
operative Movement. It has been a useful 
instrument for the distribution of spraying 

. equipment and insecticides to co-operative 
farmers in the Region. . · . 

The result has been a . noticeable mcrease 
in the output of these farmers. As I have 
said, the Co-operative Movement alone was 
responsible for 23 per 'cent of the total export 
of cocoa from the Region last year. .This is 
an achievement of which the Co-operators 
can be truly proud. Mr Spe-aker, Sir, in 
addition to · the · facilities provided by the 
Co-cperative Supply Association in · th~ field· 
of cocoa cultivation, it owns and operates a · 
super-market at Yaba, a self-service store at 
Ibadan and another . self-service · store at 
Sapele. .It owns twenty-six pettol pum~;ing 
stations in several parts of the Region under 
an arrangement with Total · Oil Products 
(Nigeria) Limitt.d, and it cont;ols a chain of , 
twenty-six ·shops throughout th'e Region. ' 
The Association is a worthwhile .institution 
and the Government will continue to support · · 
it in every possible way. ·.· · · 

An allegation has been ' made by hon. 
Amadasun that the grants made available · 
by the · Government to the' Co-operative 
Supply Association have been _misappropria­
ted. Mr Speaker, Sir, I am not · aware of 
this alleged misappropriation, and I must · 

, · 

s 
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ask the hon. Member to substantiate it. Other­
wise, I propose to regard his remarks as 
yet another example of political mischief 
originating from the other side of this 
~onourable House, _and I shal~ ignore them . 

impression of the activities of that Ministry 
and also to indicate my ideas of how I think 
the activities of the ·Ministry could continue 
to be executed successfully. (Cheers). · 

_Sir, I beg to support. 

The Minister of_ Labour (Chief J. E. 
·- I think· that ' it is the hon. Member for Ife · Babatola): Mr Speakt:r, Sir, in supporting 

Central who asked to know how much has the Motion of Thanks to His Excellency 
been ' lo~ned . . ~o fa:mers by_ the Finance for his Speech from the Throne, I would 
Corp?rati_on smce Its _establishment. . ~he ·like to --repeat what I s'lid here . earlier 
positJOn IS that approximately. £1.5 milhon - t during this Session when a Private Member 
has been loaned by the Corporatwn to farmers .opposite criticised this Government for 
out ~f. w~ich the ~urn of approximately ·what he called "lack of employment oppor­
£1 milhon IS outstandmg. · I understand that tunities for our school leavers". I had 
out of 77,489 f~rmers who ha:ve r~ceiv~d indicated on that occasion the reason why 
~oans ~rom the ·Fmance Corp?ratwn smce Its it appeared that Government did not provide· 
mcept10n, on_ly 34,338 have e~ther completely jobs in sufficient quantity for school leavers. 
refunded their loans or are domg so regularly· As a matter of fact I said at the time that 
This is deplorable.· Government is doi~g what is possible for 
' May I therefore take this opportlinity to any progressive Government to do in order 
appeal to hon. Members to urge the people to give jobs ~o school leavers . . For twa 
of their constituencies concerned to refund reasons, the efforts of the Government 
their loans to the Corporation strictly in have not been quite s';lc~essful as it should. 
accordance with their contracts. Most · In the first place, I sard that school leavers 
farmers do not appear to appreciate that are reluctant to seek employment .outside 
failure to refund loans made to them at the what has been termed black-coat jobs. 
agreed rates and at the specified intervals is · Our school leavers prefer to be engaged as 
a sure means of crippling the Government's Clerks, as Telephone Operators, rather than · 
activities in this regard. . Defaulters make it to be employed in · jobs which require. the 
impossible for other members of the exercise of their talents. T.hey refuse to be . 
community to benefit from the wonderful employed as ·carpenters, furniture makers;; _ 
credit facilities provided by the Finance blacksmiths, drivers and the like. I appeal 
Corporation which considerably surpass those to all hon. Members of this House. that every 
available in the rest of the Federation. one of us has a duty to perform in this regard 

His Excellency referred in his Speech to 
the Government's concern in regard to 
indigenous participation in the · commercial 
life of the country, particularly in the field of 
retai~ trade. I am glad to say that the feelings 
of the Government of this Region on this 
are warmly shared by the other Governments 
of the 'Federati,on. . The matter was 
considered at the last meeting of the National 
Economic Ccun~il which took. place in 
!badan, and the . Federal Government is 
expected to take the initiative in arranging 
further discussions with a view to finding the 
right solutions to the problem of indigenous 
share of the retail and distributive trade 
throughout the Federation. Even now one 
thing is known for certain; the big foreign 
firms-at least some of them-have proved 
that they can themselves read correctly the 
handwriting on the wall. They are already 
withdrawing in many fields of retail and 
distributive trade. 

Mr Speaker; Sir, as l said when I began, 
I am only about seven weeks nld in the 
Ministry of Trade and Industry, and this 
speech is ·designed largely to give my first 

and I especially said that we should tell our 
teachers to intensify the campaign for a due 

· regard for the dignity of labour. · I think 
that our Members opposite who are critics 
of the Government will help in this. 

Secondly, I said that our efforts in creating · 
what is known as "Employment Exchange" 
throughout the Region have not been 
actually ~ply rewarded because of what "is 
known to have , been the habit of employers 

. of labour as well as of the boys · and girls who 
pass out from Schools and who want to be · 
employed. 

We have these employment exchanges at 
Akure, Benin City, Sapele, Abeokuta and 
lbadan, and, of cours~, at Warri too; but 
we are ·surprised that employers of labour have 
not made good use of these. 

What appears to be a lot of unemployment 
is , actually not the case. What you do find 
is the fact that _when perhaps about ten: school 
leavers are seeking for jobs, instead of going 
to these employment exhanges to register, 
the ten of them will rather go from office to 
office and it would appear, at U.A.C., that 

,. 
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there are ten people who have no job; at 

· J ohri Holt it would appear that there are ten 
people who have no job; and everywhere 
they went it would appear that all of them 
have no job, whereas there might be vacancies 
for about two at the G.B.O., and two vacancies 
in a Government Ministry; but because they 
do not make use of employment exchanges, 
it is not possible for these exchanges. to help 

· them and direct them to places where 
vacancies do occur. So if our boys and girls 
can make more use of employment exchanges, 
what appears to be unemployment will 
.actually decrease. 

As I said on the last occasion, it is our hope 
that erhploycrs of labour in · this country, 
especially in the . mercantile houses, will not 
make it possible for Government to, u.se 
compulsion before we get their co-operation 
in this matter. 

Before I sit down, Mr Speaker, Sir, I would 
like to inform this honourable House that 
steps are being taken to help more and more 
trade unions which have their origin in this 
·Region to be well organised and to be regis-
tered because we . believe that very strong 
trade · unions and very responsible trade 
unions . will certainly contribute a very 
vigorous sense of responsibility among 
worker~ of this country. 

I 

. . 

Finally, I would like to remark that it is 
the hope of this Government ,that, as far as 
possible, greater economy in matters of labour 
will be achieved by this Regional Government 
as time goes on. 

With these few ,remarks, I beg to support. 
Question put an_d agreed to. (Prolonged 

Applause). 

ADJOURNMENT 
Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, ' I beg 

to move that the House do now adjourn 
till 9 o'clock tomorrow; but before I resume 
my seat, I would like to express, · on behalf 
of this side of the House, my sympathy-to the 

' hon. Member for Warri who has been left 
friendless, deserted and companionless. All 
he needs do is to cross over to this side of the 
House. (Applause). 

ChieiBabatola: Sir, I beg to second. 
Question proposed. 

Mr D. E. Okumagba (Warri East): · Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I do · not require the sympathy 
of the people of the other side· of the House. 
I think my Friends have left because they 
know I will be in the House and strong 
enough to hold the fort. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Adjourned accordingly at 10.22 p.m., until 
tomorrow, Friday, 6th April, 1962, at 9.00 a.m. 
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WESTERN HOUSE OF 
.ASSEMBLY 

FRIDAY, 6TH APRIL, 1962 

The House met at 9.30 a.m. 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

BUSINESS MOTIONS 

Suspension of Standing Order 4 (3) 

The Leader of the House and Minister 
of Finance (Chief J. A. 0. Odebiyi): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that Standing 

. Order 4 (3) be suspended this day to allow 
the House to continue sitting after 12 o'clock, 
if necessary. · 

The Minister of Justice and Attorney-
General (Chief S. 0. Ighodaro): I rise 
to second. 

Question proposed. 
·, Question put aud agreed to. 

ApJOURNMENT .. 
·r , till Monday, 9th April 

Chief Odebiyi: · I beg to move that at its 
rising this day the House shall adjourn until 
·Monday, 9th April, 1962. 

· Chief Ighodaro: I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 
· Question put and agreed to. ' 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

POOL BETTING 
(CONTROL AND . TAXATION) BILL 

SECOND READING 
Order for Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Finance (Chief J. A. 0. 
Odebiyi): Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to move 
the Second Reading of a .. Bill for a Law 
to make provision for the control and regu­
lation of Pool Betting Businesses and for 
the taxation .. of Pool Betting in Western 
Nigeria and for other matters incidental_ 
thereto or connected the.rewi th. 

As the long title of the' Bill suggests, the 
Bill seeks to do two things: first, to control and 
regulate pool betting and pool betting 
business .in the Region and, secondly, to 
impose a tax of 20 per cent on every sta~e 
placed by persons within or outside. the 
Region with any licensed proprietor carrying 
on a pools _betting business within the Region. 

For . some time now Govern~ent has 
become aware of the outflow of large sums of 
money from this country to outside pool 

betting organisations in the United Kingdom, 
Australia and Malta, to name just a few of the 
countries involve·d . And what is more, the 
attention of Government has been drawn to 
the fact that a substantial proportion of 
Nigerian money lost in this way is attributable 
to stakers in this Region. For a. · young 
country like Nigeria, with its low level of· 
national income and consequential shortage · · 
of capital relative to its requirements, the 
need to arrest this trend therefore becomes 
urgent. One solution to 'the problem w0uld ' 
have been for this Government to set up a 
State pools betting organisation of its own to 
the exclusion of all indigenous 'organisations 
already in the business. As a result of 
representations which have been ·made to 
Government by these organisations, it has 
become apparent that some Nigerians would 
be deprived of their means of livelihood 
were this to be done. However, recent 
happenings in the local pools . trade have 
drawn attention to the need for Regional 
legislation designed inter alia to protect the 
general public against possible fraud · by 
unscrupulous. pool betting ·· organisations. 
This Bill therefore makes · provisions 
empowering the 1\tiinister of Finance to issue, 
renew and revoke licences for the carrying on 
of pools betting business in the Region. 
Clause 9 of the Bill empowers n1agistrates and 
justices of the peace ~o issue search warrants 
in relation to suspected offences · under 
Part I I of the Bill. · Penal ties ranging from a 
fine of £25 or imprisonment for three 
months to a fine of fiv_e hundred ·pounJs or 
imprisonment for two years or both such 
·fine and imprisonment have been prescribed 
for contraventions of various provisions 
under Part :p of the Bill. 

Hon. Members will recall that in the 
course of my Budget Speech on Wednesday 
it was hinted that a number of revenue 
measures designed to provide additional 
funds to Governments would be announced 
later 'in the course of the current Budget 
Meeting of this House. Under Part III of 
this Bill, it is proposed to impose a tax at the 
rate of 20 per cent on every stake placed 
with licensed proprietors carrying on pool 
betting business in the Region by persop.s 
within or outside the Region. This tax -is 
not in tended to impose any liability personally 
on a staker to pay, as an addition · to any 
stake_ placed by him, the tax chargeable on 
such stake or to collect or account for such 
tax. In this connection, the . att~ntion of 
han. Members is drawn to clause 11 (3) of the · 
Bill. I should also draw the attention of · 
han. Members to clause 35 of the Bill which 
confers general powers to the Regional ":fax 
Board for the purpose of discharging certain 
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functions : tinder the Income Tax Law in 
relation to the provisions of this·Bill. 

Fi~ally, let me say that this Bill is con­
s·idered both progressive and non-contentious, 
in which . case its provisions arc expected to 
win the ready acceptance of my hon. Friends 
on the other side of this House. ' 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. 

Th.e Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources (Alhaji Z. A. Opaleye): I beg 
·to second. 

Question proposed. 

Mr A. Atohengbe (Benin North-East): 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, in rising to support this Bill 
I would like, first of all, to say that, of all the 
Bills that have come before this Hcuse, this 
one appears the least controversial, but the · 
most technical and most beneficial. 

Pools betting and its ally, gambling, have a 
long-standing history in overseas countries, 
but it was not possible for Government to 
control them by way ·of legislation until 
very lately after Commissions of Enquiry 

· were appointed-one in 1933 and another in 
1949-to make recommendations. To 
support my arguments, may I beg, Mr 
Speaker, Sir, .to refe1 to th.e opinions expressed 
by one Sir Lawrence Duime, Chief Metropo­
litan Magistrate: "The drafting of legislation 
designed to restrain gambling is an occupa­
tional disease to which British Parliaments 
have traditionally been susceptible". 

Nevertheless, when one takes into con­
sideration the number of sincere ambitious 

· stakers who have suffered in one way or the 
other in the hands of unscrupulous and 
dishonest pools promoters or agents in this 
country; one may be tempted to think that the 
introduction of this Bill was almost too .late. 

· Vifith your permission Mr Speaker, Sir, 
lf I mfly refer to the publication in ·the issue 
bf tiu~ Daily Times of 15th March, 1961 : 
"From Kana, Ibadan and Lagos, stories of 
money won and not · received, pools house 
besieged. Angry stakers failed to find 
promoters". But besides . this Mr Speaker, 
many other publications were made that 
were not possible to be brought to the floor 

· of this House · because" the Bill is self­
explanatory. 

· Ml" Speaker, Sir, 1t ts my belief that this 
Bill wquld receive the _full su'pport of both 
sides of the House for the following reasons:-

. ' 

(i) the public is widely interested in 
football · pool ·betting and its interests 
must be safeguarded; 

(ii) no law in Nigeria is yet enacted to 
, prevent insidious publication; 

(iii) the special opportunity for fraud 
on the part o(the promoter or agent is very 
wide; 

(iv) .the possibilities for the promoter to 
offer special inducements to unenlightened 
and uneducated stakers are apparent; and 

(v) it would help to increase the Region's 
revenue by way of taxation and help to 
boost up the austerity measures recently 
introduced. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I have the following 

suggestions to make. Since football pools 
betting, as known and operating in this 
Region, is sub-divided into two parts, viz., 
Fixed Odds and Treble Chance systems, 
the Law should be inade to treat them 
separately in some respects. 

The fixed odds system offers open and 
rigid condition:; to stakers, yet it is more 
susceptible to fraudulent practices: The 
promoters in ·this case should be made to 
deposit a substantial amount qf money with 
the Government apart from the licence fees. 

Promoters in the case of the Treble Chance -­
system should be made to publish weekly 
the list of winners to avoid fraud and for 
income taxation purposes. 

This is very important, ,Sir;· because the 
twenty-four and the highest possible points 
which were not possibly obtainable c;:luring 
the operation of overseas pools organisations 
in this country have become the order of the 
day with our locally established pools. 

Another suggestion is with reference to 
Clauses 8 and 1 L In the' case of clause 8, 
Sir, it appears the penalty there at this 
initial stage is a little bit high. At the 
moment, we still have a very large number 
of unenlightened and uneducated stakers, as 
I have said earlier on so that if · one 
who has, say, at least 2s 6d or less than that, 
or a little bit above that, in his pocket st:dkes · 
at the doors of fortune and has to !ace 
imprisonment or perhaps a fine of £25 or 
more, I think many people will · suffer 
imprisonment; hen:ce, Sir, I suggest that this 
clause 8 should ,have received the considera-
tion of the Minister in charge. · 

Another suggestion, Sir, is in respect of 
Clause 11. · It also appears here, Sir, that a 
tax of 20 per cent is too exorbitant because 
in pools organisations 25 per cent is paid 
to ccllectors by way of wmmission; another 
25 per cent i& utilised by prcmoters to 
pay for their expenses, and if Government 
takes 20 per cent, it might appear that the 
promoter would be tempted to dip his hands 
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into the total collections and may not appear 
sincere enough to. the innocent, stakers. 

Well, Mr Speaker, Sir, as the mover of the 
., Motion has earlier on explained that the Bill 

. is out to cater for every person in this Region, 
I would like · to speak a little and take my 
seat because · the Bill is self-explanatory. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, although ·it is true that the 

· Act of Parliament cannot make bad people 
good, yet we also belie.;e it-will go to 'some 
length to prevent bad people from making 
good people bad (Cheers from all sides of the 
House). 

\ 

Mr F. C. Ebubedike (Badagry East) 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the Bill. 
In supporting this Bill, I should describe it 
as a timely one. This Bill aims to protect 
the public from the pool betting business 
and also to tax pool J?etting houses · and 
bring more money to the coffers of the 
Government. But there are ·some ·things 
that we have to take into consideration. 

Presently, we have many pool houses in the 
Western Region and these pool houses have 
provided employment for many applicants. 
I ,am appealing to the G~vernment that a 
specific pe'i.-icid of time should be given to 
those operating to obtain licences instead of 
closing them abruptly. Consideration should 
also be given to those who open pool houses 
and collect . money as agents. They have 
their commissions from the pool business; 
they rent places where they carry out this 
business. If they are automatically stopped, 
they should be liable to· debts to their land­
lords. 

Going more into this, I think the Minister 
of Finance deserves praise for bringing this 
timely Bill: the Federal Government has 
already passed such a Bill and we have 
been expecting that this Region should be 
able -to pass the same and therefore stop_ the 
outflow of money going out of this Region 
to the other Regions and even to the outside 
world. 

I need not say too much on this than 
to· appeal that consideration should be given 
first to the cost of the licences. Secondly, 
there should be extension of time to allow 
those operating already to obtain their 
licences. Thirdly the reducti0n of the 
percentage of tax which, as it stands, is 
really something that will kill the aspira­
tion of those who have organised pool houses . 
Fourthly, to consider the fate of those ·who 
are already working in pools and even milking 
t~eir honest living from the pool business. 

Mr ~peaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

The Government Chief' Whip (Mr · 
N. A. B. Kotoye): Mr Speaker, I rise -to 
endorse the very able speech which ,had been 
made by my hon. Friend and Member for 
Benin North-East on the Bill before this . 
House. · As a matter of fact, when in his very 
excellent speech he referred to the pools 
betting Bill as a inost technical one, I was a 
bit amused but, listening to him towards the 
end, a simple layman like some of u s will 
really appreciate that pools betting is r eally 
a technical business. · 

Well, those of us . who live in the_, Lagos 
area, that is, Lagos and its environments, 

·including Mushin and Ikeja, will really agree · 
that this Bill has appeared. to be a little bit 
late because we find, all over these places, 
pools betting houses which are trying to 
escape the very rigorous laws and regulations 
in the Federal territory of Lagos, and I think 
that Government cannot be congratulated 
too . much for introducing this Bill · and 
trying to redeem its reputation because 
there is no doubt that in the minds of some 
people in this country, the impression is 
being created that Government is -keeping 
indulgent eyes and harbouring the very· 
questionable and disreput~ble characters 
who have been chased out of the Federal 
territory of Lagos through the very stringent 
pool laws introduced in that place. I would 
also wish to say that the tax of 20 pei· cent 
that Government has imposed on pools' 
promoters and ag~·nts does not appear to me 
t:o be excessive .if one really knows-at least 
one does not need to go into facts and figures 
to know that pools promoters. and ~gents in 
this country are really making money: we only 
need to see them in their. appearances and 
flashy cars to know that a tax of 25 per cent 
or so, or even more, would, in my own 
humble opinion, be an adequate means of 
curtailing the very excessive profits \vhich 
they are making. 

. It only remains for me, Sir, to urge that 
Government, through its Nigerian and Local 
Government Police officers and the revenue 
officers, should ensure that vigorous steps 
are taken and fully enforced because there is 
no doubt that a very long time indulgence 
had been given to these pools promoters and 
agents to harbour themselves in this Region, 
and it would really require very .stJong, 
vigorous and vigilant steps to be able' to 
bring pool betting affairs in this . Region to 
the level' where it is in the Federal terri tory· 
of Lagos. -· I have no feeling -that in taking 
this one step we are really trailing in sortie 
others. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support . 

.. . 
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·· . Mr J~ 0. Awopeju (Ijebu Remo North): · in respect of fai.lure to publish names of 
Ivlr Speaker, Sir, I rise to support this Bill stakers in 'any pool bttting ·carried on by · 
in the light of the explanation given by the unlicensed persons is excessive. Now, if 
hon. Minister of Finance and the hon. somebody is not licensed to engage in a trade 
Mel)lber for Benin North .. East. I would and he does so, it is at his own peril, and a 
only emphasise two or three aspects of the fine of £25 or two months' imprisonment in 
Bill and. the suggestion which was made by default would no~ appear to be too much. · 
the hon. Member for Beriin North-East. In 
point of fact, he is a past master in the art of . 
pool betting business and enterp'rises 
(Laughter). As far as I am concerned, I 
arp a complete illiterate as far as the whole 
business is concerned. I do not' know how to 
fill coupons because I am not interested. 
I know it is a money-making concern because 
so many of those · proprietors-some of therri 
who were on the brink of bankruptcy­
have· soared up in . wealth and have been 
building -houses and so on. I know very 
many of them who are my friends, who say 
that it is pool business · that has helped them 
up; and now, ·Mr Speaker, Sir, it will be very 
necessary, as was suggested by the hon. 
Member for Benin North-East, that these 
proprietors should be asked to deposit certain 

. sums of money with the Government. This 
is very, very n~cessary a'nd vital' on the score 
of facts that it would exclude financially 
impotent proprietors from engaging in the 
busin:ess. Secondly, Mr Speaker, Sir, it will 
always safeguard the interest of stakers. 
We have had very many people who have 
been brought into misfortune-! would not 
say fortune because it is a way of spending 
some money and getting it ·back into their 
hands-who were deprived of the benefit of 
their wind-fall. I won't talk of their labour 
for that matter, because they put in wrong 
and: disastrous speculations. ·Now if· there 
are any deposits to the Government, such 
p~rsc;ms could be recouped. I am· not saying 

1 that these deposits would become the property 
of the Government but that such deposits 
should ·be used to recoup any staker who fails 

· to take his money and, as soon as such staker 
,lias been recouped, the proprietor, after his 
. licence is · withheld or impounded, can be 
·asked to deposit anot,her . amount so that 
constantly the proprietor will have the 
.maximum amount of deposit re,quired each 
ti~ with the Government. 

Mr Speak~~> Sir, in so far as publication 
is concerned, it is very very necessary that 
winnings and winners thereof should be 
published" so that these could be seen every 

'"week, an~, if'there is any frau<;! it will easily be 
, detected. . The question . of this publication 

,' would be very necessary to detect frauds 
: and ·unkind manoeuvres by unscrupulous 

pools proprietors. Mr Speaker, Sir, it was 
said that' the fine of £25 stated in section 8 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr D. E. Okumagba (Ward. East): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, rriy opinion about pools · 
and of betting of all forms is well known. 
I would have been very happy if the Minister 
of Finance had brought a Bill to this' House 
to make pool betting of any · form illegal; 
I should have been happier. I think this is 
an evil that should be condemned without any 
·reservation. It · is imposible for me to · 
compromise· in· this matter. I was dis- , 
appointed when the Minister disclosed that, 
during debate on the Appropriation Bill, 
he would disclose various •vays of increasing-­
Government revenue. If we agree that 
pools betting is bad, why haven't we the 
courage to bring legislation to stamp out · 
all the evil? .. Now, perhaps, ,.you wop.'t be • 
surprised if the Minister of Finance, in 
his attempt to ·get more p1011ey for the 
Government, brings for debate into this 
House a Bill legalising prostitution because 
he is trying to increase revenue. I can see 
from the spirit of the Bill that Government 
sees. pools betting as an evil and that 
they are trying to reduce the evil. Now that 
we are satisfied that it is an evil we should 
have the · courage to stop it completely. 
However, I support this Bill in that it is the 
best that has been put before us and I have no 
alternative but to support it because it goes 
a little way in improving a situation that is 
already bad. 

I will, however, draw the attention of the 
hon. Minister of . Finance, who wHl be in 
charge when 'the .Law will be applied, to the 
section dealing with the issue of iicences 
and the determination of tax by the Board . 
Left with me I should have suggested 
that the tax should be increased with the 
hope that if the tax is so heavy it will help " 
to stamp out pool betting completely; 
a tax of 2Q per cent or 25 per cent is not 
enough in my opinion. I would like it Jo 
be raised to 50 per cent so that, at least, ' "' '"''• i.<o'·· 

it will help to reduce pool betting all over 
the Region. '""'L·Ji1ill~if(( 

This Bill is supported by both. sides of the 
House and, in my opinion, it is not in any 
way rego.rded as a matter which should be 
affected by politics, and I expect that in the 
application of the Bill the Minister of Finance ;, 
will use his goo<;!. offices to see that 'the taxes 
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are not arbitrarily assessed and that the . 
Boar<;l. will be fair in dealing yvith all people 
who apply to the 'Minister for a licence. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I support the BilL 

Mr W. Aghahowa (Benin South-East): 
. · .Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to congratulate the 

Minister for introducing t}le Bill, but the 
Bill ought to have been introduced imme­
diately the Federal Government barred the 
operation of overseas or foreign pools in this 
country. The introduction of this .Bill has 
gone a long way to eradicate fraud and 
corruption from our so·ciety through pool 
betting. But it is most regrettabb that the 
power given to the Minister under the Bill 
has gone a long way to destroy the much 
cherished Freedom . Charter under the 
'Nigerian Constitution. I refer to section 3, 
clauses 2 and 5 of the Bill. I read with your 
permission, Sir: 

"Section 3, clause 2: Licences shall be 
in such form and shall be subject to such 
conditions as the Minister may, in a 
particular case, impose; 

· Section 3, clause S: The issue, renewal, 
refusal to issue or renew and the revocation 
of any licence and the addition to, alteration · 
or cancellation of, or exemption from any 
prescribed or special condition shall be at 

' the discretion of the Minister who shall 
not be required to assign any reason for 
such .issue, renewal, refusal, revocation, 
addition, alteration, cancellation or 
exemption". 

Further, Sir, it is seen that section 5 of the 
Bill has further reduced the Legislature, 
which is 'the highest law-making organ of 
this Region, to a mere shadow in the hands 
of the Minister. The po'o/er sought for, Sir, 
if approved and handled by ·a callous Minister, 
will be a . breeding room for corruption in 
these days of austerity. 

· Again, Sir, under section 9 of the Bill ...... 

Mr ·Speaker: Order, Order, I am not 
calling the hon. Gentleman to order because 
be is reading, but I hope he will take note. 

Mr A. Aghahowa: Thank you, Sir; 
·your order is appreciated. 

Sir, section 9 of the Bill-the power given 
to the Magistrates and Justices of the Peace 
for issue of search warrants and the power 
granted to the Police to remove any document, 

· money or valuable things therein, is out of 
proportion to the purpose for which 'it is 

. intended. ' 

·· · Under section 20, clause 3, I would like the 
last sentence, which gave power to the 

Judge to hear an appeal in cam~ra, to be 
deleted as it is not equitable with legal 
procedure. This will only be fair if it were a 
Juvenile Court. Under. the same section 20, 
clause J, Sir, power granted to the Chief 
Justice to make rules is too great. It ought to · 
have been given · to the _Attorney-G~neral. 
.... .. (An Opposition Member: Teach · them 
Law). . (In_terruptions). 

Mr Speaker, Sir, with these observations, 
I support the Bill. · 

Mr J. 0. Omokowajo (Okitipupa North­
West): Mr Speaker, Sir, in the first place, 
I would like to thank the Minister of Finance 
for bringing out this Bill thi~ time, and, 
with the wordings of the Bill and the sense 
behind it, I would. say that our Miriistt;r of 
Finance is as good as anyone in th"i; . world. 
(Applause). When I first heard of this Bill, a 
friend phoned to me that there was a Bill 
coming up in the House' and that' I should 
try to oppose it~ I replied that although the 
NCNC form the Opposition in this House, 
we shall not oppose 'anything good. 
(Applause). 

Many people have spoken about the ques­
tion of deposits. If we check up from these 
pool promoters; Sir, we will see. that 25 per 
cent of them are ex-convicts-people who · 
have no jcbs or p'eople who have "lost their 
jobs. When they have· nothing on hand, 
they say to themselves: "Let's go and arrange 
and ptint things all about"; so that, Sir, . 
anybody who is to be licensed as a pool · 
promoter must at least be sponsored by 
reputable people who would say whether or 
not the persons they sponsor are of good 
character. · 

There is one other point, Sir: when a 
pt>ol promoter is to be lice{lsed, he should 
be required to present his regulations, 
because I happen to move with people who 
are so keen on pools. When you win, these 
people will tdl you that according to Regula­
tion so- and so you have not wen anything . . 
These pool promoters should, when applying 
for their licences, send alsc their regulations 
which should be scrutinised by the hon. 
Minister of Finane e. 

· The other point I have, Sir, is that when 
these pool promoters are licensed, the hon. 
Minister of Information should please publi­
cise the names of the pool agents licensed, so 
that our people would not fall victims to· the 
unlicensed pool promoters. · 

- . 
Mr Speaker, Sir, with these few points, 

. ·. 
I beg to support the Bill. 
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·" .. . Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, I Mr Chairman: It is a pity, I cannot 
.·would like to express my thanks for the accept that. 
constructive suggestions ·on the Bill. I am 
afrai'd, Sir, that I myself am not a staker or a 
specialist in pool betting, so I do not know 
the difference between "Fixed Odds" and 
"Treble Chance"; in any event, those who 
are competent to advise me when we make 
these regulations under section 36 of the 
Law, will go properly into. the question 
of technical difficulties which you have 
raised. · 

Under clause 8 of the Law, the punishment 
which is imposed is the maximum under 
that section. It does not mean that the 
Magistrates are obliged to impose the maxi­
mum penalty; it all depends on the type of . 
offence which is committed. 

One hon. Member also raised the point 
that 20 per cent tax is too high. I would 
like to remind the hon. Gentleman that the 

· charge is not arbitrary. 

\V'ith regard to the section dealing with the 
·advisability of the Judge ·of the High Court 
hearing the case in camera, I think it is 
necessary, if in the interest of public order and. 
security, the case should be heard in camera. 

I think, Sir, that, in effect, the reason why 
it is necessary for people to have their names 
registered, and for the Minister to issue the 
licence, is to eliminate fraud and to enable 
those who are pool promoters · within the 
Region to get their licences, so that outsiders 
cannot come here · and receive licences; 
after all it is the people-pool promoters in 
the Region-who will pay to the Region's 
coffers. 

Question pitt and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read a Second time and 
committed to a committee of the whole House. 

Bill_i?iunediately considered in Committee. 
(In the Cor:nmittee). · 
Clauses 1 to 7 agreed to. · 
Clause 8. 

Mr A. Atohengbe: Clause 8 (2): Mr 
Chairman,· Sir, ......... .. " ...... . (Interruptions). 

Mr Chairman: Yes. There is no notice 
of that. What have you got to say about it? 

Mr · Atohengbe: The explanation in 
· respect of clause 8 (2) made by the Minister of 
' Finance is appreciated, but . if he would 

accommodate my amendment, I would have 
liked to s.uggest that the portion between 
the words "of" and "20" should read like 
this: "conviction to a fine of not more than 
£25 .................. '' 

... 
I ' 

Chief Odebiyi: As it is, we ·are not the 
interpreters of the Law. Those who are 
going to in~erpret the Law know exactly what 
to do (interruptions). (An hon. M e·mber: 
When they say £25 that is the maxzmum; 
it is implied). 

Clauses 8 to 10 agreed to. 

Clause II. 

Mr A. T. Rerri: Mr Chairman, Sir, I 
thought I might say something which \Vill 

help the Government in re~pect of the tax 
under this Bill. The Law itself seems tQ be 
silent, as it is, on the provisiona against false 
declarations. I hope it will be, there 

' because a number of Pool Betting Houses are 
, fond of declaring what they, in fact, have not 

. the intention of paying; so, ·I feel that 
Government, · under this Regulation, should 
require that they submit their declarations. 
and, if possible, make· them to comply with 
it, and' if they fail to comply, I think some­
thing should happen to them in respect of 
Regulation 4 or 7 or 8. They should be 
brought in under the penalty stated 111. 

Regulation 4 or 7 (1) or 8 (1) and (2). 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Chairman, Sir, as 
I said before, under section 36 .of the Law, 
all the points which have been raised by the 
hon. Gentleman are adequately. covered. 
For instance, it says that the Governor in 
Council may make Regulations providing 
for any matter for which provision appears to 
be necessary for the purpose of giving' effect 
to the provisions of this Law, · and, in partic­
ular, without prejudice to the generality ·of 
the following:- · 

(a) pre.scribing fees to be paid . for the 
issue of li~e?ces; 

(b) prohibiting misleading advertise­
ment in respect of any pool betting 
business; 

(c) making provision for the purpose of ' 
preventing fraud on stakers or on the 
public at large on the· part of licensed · 
proprietors, their agents and employees, 
or any other persons, and so on and so 
forth, so that necessary Regulations will 
be promulgated. 
Clause 11 agreed to. · 

·Clauses 12 to 36 agreed to. 

Schedule agreed to. 
(Mt Speaker resumed the Chair). 
Bill reported without amendment, read the · 

Third time and passed. 
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WESTERN NIGERIA 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN~ 1962-68 

' 
Adjourned Debate on the Question (2nd 

April, 1962)-

'~That this House approve the Proposals 
in the White Paper entitled 'Western Nigeria 
DevelopmeJ;}t Phm, 1962-68' ". 

· Quesii.on again proposed. 

· Tile Minister of Economic Planning 
and Community Development (Oba C. D. 
Akran): I rise, Mr Speaker, Sir, in all 
humility to express sincere thanks to Members 
of both sides of the House, even including the 
Member fo.r Ibadan-the han. Mr Ajuwon­
who certainly has no idea about Development 
Plans or how Governments operate. When, 
a few days ·ago, I introduced the Six-year 
Plan, which now seems to be acceptable t0 
hon. Members, I held myself ready for a close 
and searching examination by Members, and . 
I must confess that I am greatly encouraged 
by the thorough but considerate and business­
like . manner in which the examination has 
been conducted. It has confirmed me in the 
view I have always held that he would be a 
fool who would hope to get a poor job past 
the very vigilant Members of this House. 

Credit for the Plan must really go to the 
Cabinet. The Plan is a joint venture, and I 
am only a messenger of good tidings. 

. In the second place much credit must go to 
the Civil Service as a whole. The Plan, as . 
hon. Members have seen, touches all Depart­
ment:; of Governrnent; ministerial - and 
non-ministerial. I take this opportunity to 
pay well earned tribute to the very loyal and 
devot~d civil st>rvice of this Region. · But 
when all is said and done, one must add that 
it was in the Ministry of Economic Planning 
and Community Development that all -our 
ideas were given shape. They it was who 
gave to our ideas a local habitation and a 

' name. The real marvel of it all is the speed 
with which the task was ·. accomplished. 
As you know, Mr Speaker, Sir, we had a 
1960-65 Plan· which this new Plan will 
replace, and should not have had to draw 
another Plan before 1965. But, with us, the 
unity of Nigeria is a religioq and so, when the 
National Economic Council decided that a 
national Plan be introduced, our officials 
accepted the challenge and, ·Mr Speaker, Sir, 
our Plan was the first to be ready. I felt you 
might like to know how our Civil Service 
conducts the business of this Region. I am 
truly grateful for their co-operation. 

Any moment from now, Mr Speaker will 
put the question and Memb~rs will, I hope, 

· adopt the 1962-68 Plan of this Governmen.t. 
Before that final act I feel in duty bound to. 
assure hon. Members that it is the intention 
of this Government to execute the Plan 
honestly and without any discrimination to 
the full advantage of every part of .· this 
Region in order to ensure an even develop­
ment of the Region. l\t;[embers need not 
have any.fears. .I must obserye, Mr Speaker, 
that this is a Plan with a big difference. It is 
a Plan which throws a challenge to every 
hon. Member of this House, nay to everybody 
in this Region. It is a Plan, Sir, ·which 
demand~ great sacrifices from all of us; and 
it is a Plan whiGh dares all of .us who lay 
claims to leadership in this Region to go 
forward to preach the doctrine of hard work 
and the dignity of labour everywhe_re in the 
Region and finally to undertake very solemnly 
the sacred task of completely decolonising the 
slavish mental attitude which expects 
Government to do everything for us even in 
spite of ourselves. From now on our people 
must be made to understand that no . one 
should expect to get out of the kitty more than 
-he has contributed. 

Once we all believe sincerely that the task 
is. not beyond us, and bend our will resolutely 
to its accomplishment, then success is already · 
ours for, as the learned poet puts it: . 

"The human Will, that force unseen, 
The Offspring of a deathless soul, 

· Can hue a way to any goal, . · 
Though Walls of granite intervene." 

Sir, I beg to report . that Members have 
considered the Plan and I beg to move that 
it be adopted. · 

Question put and agreed to. 

1961-62 SUPPLEMENTARY 
APPROPRIATION BILL 
. SECOND READING 

Adjourned Debate on the Question (4th 
April, 1962)-

"That the Bill be read a Second time''. 
Question again proposed. 

' 
Mr V. I. Amadasun (Benin West) : , I 

rise to oppose the Second Reading of a Bill 
·for a law to make Supplementary provision 
for the services of Western Nigeria for the 
year ended 31st, day of March, 1962 addi­
tionally to that made under .the 1961-62 
Appropriation Law, 196L 

"Whereas by the 1961-62 Appropriation 
Law, 1961 herein?fter referred to as. the 
Appropriation Law the sum of £19;1'5.3,990 
for current Expenditure and £20,994,510 



.; 
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for Capital Expenditure will be provided 
for the services of Western Nigeria for the 
year ended the 3lst day uf March, 1962 
to be applied and extended in the manner 
described ' and for the services set forth 

. • in the Schedule to the Appropriation Law". 
~tc. etc . . · ' . 

Now, Mr Speaker, Sir, I took the trouble to 
read all that I have read to let the House 
k~ow that what was required now is to 
seek the approval of this House for the spend­
ing of £5! million not for the services in 
this . current year but 'for the last financial 
year. 

1 am opposing this thing because the Bill is 
already belated in coming to•this honourable 

·House. Now, what an ordinary Member 
· of the House will think the Min~ter was 
.trying to make him understand is that the 
Ministry wants approval for the spending of 
this additional sum. But I can say, with all ­
air of certainty that this £5 million has been 
spe_nt already. If .this Bill had been intro­
duced in January, when we had a meeting here 
in January, then there should have been no 
trouble. 

Now Sir, in the explanatory note, some­
thing like this is written: 

"The provision · of £1 million shown 
under Head 710 itT the Second Schedule 
will be off-set by an equivalent saving under 
Head 710 where provision was made 

. in the main Estimate for the University. 
The classification of the expenditure is 

· · nierely ·to avoid accounting difficulties." 

Now, what does this ·mean, Sir, when the 
Minister was moving for the Second Reading 
of this Supplementary Appropriation Bill? 
He made us to understand that good savings 
were quoted from Head 701 of the Appropria­
tion Law-that is the 1961-62 Appropriation 
Law and .in this, Mr Speaker, I am going to 
prove with your permission that the Capital 
Expenditure embodied in the original Law 
wa& spent in such a way that only one section 
(only the privileged section) of the Region got 
all the necessary benefits from the huge 
capital grant given under that section. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I took the trouble to go 
over the 1961-62 Appropriation Law and 
under Heat! 701 simply to make mention of 
the Building Section-that is, the money 
devoted . for buildings all over the 'N estern 
Region-from my careful examination I 
folind that the amount devoted for building 
all over the Western R~on was .£4,101,230, 

· 'th t, unfortunately,. when I read t'b.rough this 

· very Head carefully I found out that, of more 
than 150 items, only about 26 items affect the 
Midwest. · 

Government Benches: Is that not 
enough? (Interruptions). 

Mr Amadasun: Now, Mr Speaker, 
with you·r permission I beg to quote the 
following:_:_ ' 

Sub-head 4: Ministry of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources: 

Item 13, One Type "B" Quarters, Effurun 
Rubber-Station, £1,400. ' 

Item 15, One A3 Quarters, Benin, £4,240. 
. . Item 21, Benin Rubber Research Station, 
_'£6,800. 

Item 29, One A3 (WR) Quarters, Agbor 
Agricultural Extension Division £4,990. 

Item. 30, Two A3 (WR 3) Quarters·, Benin 
Agricuitural Extension Division £9,980. 

Item 41, One Type B Quarters, Bomadi, 
Western Ijaw £1,900. 

Sub-head 6 of Head 701: Ministry of Educa­
tion: 

Item 6, Doqnitory Accommodation, Edo 
College, £19,000. 

Item 11, One A3 Quarters, Government 
College, U ghelli, £2,100. 

Item 12, One three-room classroom,. 
Government Teacher Training College, 
Abraka, £1,500. 

Item 14, Four Staff Quarters, Government 
College, Ughelli £8,500. 

Item 20, Technical Institute, Benin 
£110,000. 

Item 22,' Rebuilding of Edo College 
£140,000. 

Now, Mr Speaker, Sir, ·I now continue 
with Sub-head 8 of Head 701-Ministcy 
of Home Affairs. · 

Item 4, Catering Rest. House, ,Ishan; 
Afenmai Area £1,000. . . 

Sub-head· 9, Item 9 (1) f~r Infor~ation 
Officer, Benin-£4,250. · 

Sub-head 1 0 Ministry of Midwest Affairs: 

Item 10 (1), Midwest Secretariat, Benin 
£130. . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, only an amateur mathema­
tician can come to the conclusion and be 
satisfied with only £446,660 earmarked for 
capital expenditure in the Midwest area. 
Now, I have said before that a sum of 
£4,101,230 was meant for the entire Region, 
so that, assuming that the population of the 
Midwest is to that of the remaining part as 
q : 4! or 3 ~ 9 or 1: 31 ·it means tht;refote, 

.' 
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Mr Speaker, that the Midwest ought to have 
got out of the huge estimate of four million 
pounds just about one mil!ion pounds; but 
instead of that only a sum of £446,660 was 
spent there. Even though 'I have made this 
calculation, there are some other vital items 
not being ,fulfilled by the Government . of 
Western Nigeria. On Sub-head 6, Item 22: 
Rebuilding of Edo College, Benin, £140,000; 
sub-head 10, Item 10 (1): Ministry of Mid- · 
west Affairs, Benin, £130,000; Item 6, 
Ministry of Education, Technical Institute, 
Benin, £110,000. ·All the above have been 
left undone. Now when you add these 
three items together, Mr Speaker, you will 
see that we have a sum of £380,000 which 
ought to have been used or spent for the 
building of Edo College, building of the 
Secretariat at Benin, and also for the Techni­
cal Institute. But I say with certainty, Mr 
Speaker, Sir, that none of these projects ·was 
done in Benin, with the result that the 
Government has a saving of £380,000. 
I am sure, Sir, the same thing will be attri­
buted to many items also in other parts of 
Midwest area. In future, the Minister of 
Finance, when bringing . the Supplementary 
Appropriation Law to this House, should 
examine it carefully to see that the provisions 
already made in any principal Law have been 
followed and that all sections in the Western 
Region, including the Midwest, have their 
appropriate share. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, this is a very important 
point: it · is very important. The Edo 
College you want to build at Benin has 
not even been started, and the building of the 
Midwest Secretariat, the foundation of which 
wa:- laid recently, has not also been completed. 
The Technical School which was meant for 
Benin has now been built at Oshogbo. 
(Government Benches: · Is that so?) The 
question is: Did yo';l build it at Benin? 

I am opposing this very Second Reading of 
t}l.is Bill because of the injustice done to the 
Region as a whole, and particularly to the 
Midwest area. 

·Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 
(Cheers). 

Government Benches: 
it? 

Do you support 

Mr Amadasun: 
I beg to oppose it. 

I am sorry, Mr Speaker, 
(Laughter). 

Mr Speaker: · The honourable Member 
supports the Opposition. · 

Mr W. Aghahowa (Benin South-East): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, in associating myself 
'~ith the last Speaker, I have to draw the 

attention of this House to the false claim 
which this Government is noted for. ·It has 
always claimed to be First in Africa in this and 
in that, but no . other Government in the 
.Federation has _failed to introduce its Supple­
mentary Budget for the year in which it is 
sought for. All the Goverriments of ~he 
Federation usually · introduce· theil Supple­
mentary Appropriation Bills within the year 
for which that fund is required . . 

The Minister again got up when he was 
introducing the Supplementary ApprO[>ria­
tion Bill for 1961--62 to say that there W!lS a 
surplus here and yonder. In fact many 

. major projects were left out uncompleted. 
A case in point is the Oronigbe Umutu 
Water Scheme and the Benin Water Project 
which are not yet completed. If these 
projects had been executed there could 
have been no imaginary surplus as , the 
Minister wants us to believe. 

Now, we have what is called "the Midwest 
Advisory Council". This Council has made 
various recommendations for water schemes 
and rural electrification and all other things 
but, unfortunately, I do not think the G overn­
ment of this Region has ever at any time gone 
through their reports. · For example, places . 
like Ewosa, Obadan, and · , Osanusi were 
recommended for rural water scheme butthis 
Government failed . woefully to implement 
the scheme as contained in the report of the 
Advisory Council. Why set it tip then? . 
Mr Speaker, Sir, there is what is known as 
Backward Area Scholarship. Mr Speaker­
( Government . Benches: Is ·that in t!ze A ppro- ­
priation Bill?) No, Sir, I am speaking 
generally. 

\ 

Mr Speaker: Don't fire at that, Sir . . I 
shall disallow it. · 

Mr Aghahowa: We have heard much 
on the building of the Midwest Secretariat 
which was even published in overseas p'apers, 
but, unfortunately, Sir, nothing has been 
done about it practically, and the Government 
says it attaches importance to it. _) f this ' 
Government continues to insert ite'ins-in the 
Supplementary Appropriation Bill and fails 
to implement them, it , means · ~hat the · 
electorates are being deceived, and under the 
circumstances, Mr ·Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
oppose the 1961-62 Supplementary Appro-
priation Bill. ' . . 

Mr J. 0. Omokowajo (Okitipupa N orth- · 
West): Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to oppose 
this Supplementary Appropriation Bill. I 
want to say that in the prepara,tion of · the · 
1961 -62 Appropriation Bill the Minister of 
Finance shows no ·foresight. (Interruptions). 
Item 1 ~: Upkeep of Premier's, Ministers' 
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·. and Parliamentary Secretaries' Quarters. 
Mr Speaker, · Sir, I wish to ask, how many 
quarters do we have belonging to the Govern­
ment? If one of us, for God's sake, is the 
owner of these buildings, can he 'spend 
£5,620 in : repairing it or keeping it? This 
·is a serious waste of money. You do not 
repo:vate your building everyday. Do 
you; you Minister of Finance? (Fire, Fire). 

Motor· Vehicles: Item 42- Maintenance and 
Up .;.keep.- The cost of maintaining vehicles 
in the Premier's Office, for which an addi­
tional sum of £1,600 is required, is too much. 
I would say, Sir, that th~ cars they are using 
are too many. The best thing to do is to 
sell some so as. to have less · to spend on 
maintenance. · 

Ministry of Agriculture and Natural Re­
sources.-A suni . of £63,000 additional sum 
has been spent for feeding stock in the 
depot. How many animals have you got in 
the whole depot?. . 

Head 337: Encouragement of Oil Palm 
Planting.-That is an additional sum of 
£21,000. I wo~der why you plant oil 
palm when the whole of the \Vestern Region 
is filled with palm trees! And you require 
an additional sum of £21,000! This is 
a waste and I wonder how you waste this 
because, throughout the whole area,· I 
do not see any of your · staff coming to the 
Midwest to advise on palm produce. -

Mr T. E. Igugu (Central Urhobo East): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I" rise to oppose this Bill, a 
Bill which seeks the approval of this Legisla­
ture for the sum of about £5 million to be 
spent in excess over the original amount 
estimated for the 1961-62 Estimates. In 
opposing the Bill, Sir, I should like to remark 
that I have in the past had admiration for the 
hon. Minist~r of Finance and especially for 
the way and manner he performed his duties 
as Leader of the House and Minister of 
Finance in this Legislature, but, Sir, I think 
there is something wrong in the fold of most 
of these Action Group Members or Ministers 

Government Bench: . Quote 
. of Estimate. 

the Head in performing their duties outside tP,is House. 

Mr Omokowajo: . I am speaking 
ge?-erally. If we spend £1 ,per goat, I 
thmk that the whole sum will go on animals. 
I . feel that this is a complete waste. We 
haye gras~ in the Western Region ; let these 
ammals go to the bush to feed . . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, Head 721: Purchase of 
Motor Vehicles-£5,420. I am surprised 
that people will use . such a huge sum for 
buying cars. What actually do you use the 
cars for? ! ·heard some .time ago that if you 
go to Dugbe Market you will see Premier's 
Office cars; if you go to Mokola you will 
see Premie.r's Office cars. Do you buy the 
, cars for the purpose of going to market? 

Head 345: Legislature.-Some ' Chiefs and 
Members of this honourable · House have an 
estimate of £12,000. These Gentlemen went 
overseas for just a few days and spent £12,000. · 

GovernnaentBench: Six weeks. 

Mr Omokowajo: Our people who .live 
in hired · quarters in London cannot spend 
£12,000 for one year. How many of you 
y.rep.t_? (Fire, Fire). According to one paper, 
1t wtll cost a reasonable gentleman a sum 
of £500 a year to keep himself well in 
London, but. you have, for the few days spent 
there, spen~ about £12,000. ·If we had 
known that you are going to waste this 
money, we would not have allowed one of our 
Members · who went with yo_u to go at all. 

,It must be noted, Sir, that the efficiency 
of a Finance Minister is judged by his· 
foresight and ability to make adequate and 
precise provisions for all the itemo in the 
preparation of his Estimates. On the con­
trar_Y, Sir, he:e we ~re with a Supplementary 

. Estimate ,.askmg thls honourable House to 
approve excessive ·expenditure of about £5 
million being public fund that rriust have been · 
carelessly spent. To be frank, Sir, we must 
let the Minister of Finance know that this · 
amount was due to inefficiency and lack of 
foresight on his part. I may be correct, Sir · 
in saying that the Minister is dancing to~ 
much to the rhythm of the Action Group than 
to the rhythm of the people of this Region. 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
hon. Member says that I am dancing to the 
tune of the Action Group. After all who are 
beating the drum? 

Mr Igugu: Mr Speaker, Sir, what I 
mean to say is this: "Dancing to the tune of 
the Action Group". You don't understand 
what that means? 

Chief Odebiyi: No. Tell me. 

Mr Igugu: However, I wish to sound a .. 
note of warning that · the Minister should 
scrutinise the 1962-63 Estimates already 
presented to · this House in .. order to avoid 
this careless way of spending .. public ,fund. 

Now, I would like to deal with the items 
on the Supplementary Estimates. :Under 
Head 703: Urban Water Supply, ari addi· 
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liood ~\\m \ f £95S,320 i-s now ~ui:r~-J t\.' 
enable Govemm.ent balance its account for 
:excessive expenditure already made by 
Government. Of this sum, Sir, only £92,025 
was spent for Benin City, Umutu-Oronigbe 

. and Agbor in the Midwest. The remaining 
,balance of £866,295 was spent in the Yoruba 
West. This is very unproportionate. 

Under Head 704, £37,560 is also addi­
tionally required for Rural Water Supply. It 
is very lamentable to note that not even a 
farthing of this amount was spent in the 
Midwest. These things are very annoying, 
Sir, and I pray the Government to make 
sure that the Midwest always gets a propor­
tionate share of amenities. ' 

Again, Sir, I tum to Head 323: Miscella­
neous-Item 18-Interest' on Overdraft. 
I understand that Interest on Overdraft 
amounted to £320,705 and that it is also 
additionally required in order that Govern­
ment would balance its budget for 1961-62. 
Just imagine, Sir: if £320,705 will be interest 
on overdraft, how many millions of pounds 
do you think the overdraft will be? I want 
the Minister to tell us the amount of the 
overdraft and I would like to lmow from the 
Minister whether the overdraft is fully paid. 
Previously, Sir, a token figure of £10 was 
approved by this House under this Item and, 
owing to the inability of this Government to 
collect revenue during the last financial year, 
the people: of this Region are robbed of 
£320,705 which could have been spent on 
other projects. 

. In conclusion, Sir, I would advise the 
Minister of Finance to be careful in handling 
the finances of . this Region. If not, I 
envisage that this Government will soon run 
itself into financial strangulation. 

Chief Odebiyi: . Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
thank the last speaker for being as precise as 
he ought to be. My trouble, Sir, with some 
Members of the Opposition is · that, having 
been a . party to the spending of money 
provided, they now have the courage to come 

. forward to the floor of the House to deny 
responsibility for the amount of money spent 
-the amount of money spent in respect of 
the overseas delegation. 

Not only, Sir, did members of the NCNC 
treat themselves to turkey and chicken, 
they also enjoyed themselves with pigeon. 
(Laughter.) If the hon. Member wants to 

. know what I mean by pigeon, he can ask 
hon. Oviasu when he comes here. (Laughter). 

Well, be that as it may, what was provided 
originally · was £1 ,000, purely as a token 

figure. Surely if you are going to . send. 
.abroad as.. many peQpl~ a...~ ~1. nine-there . 
\'\'ere fiye members of the governing Party, . 
two from the Opposition, two from the House 
of Chiefs, and then three officials (the Clerk 
of the House, ·my Private Secretary and ·an 
Information Officer) for six weeks, I do 
not consider £11,000 too much. (In terrup­
tions). Surely Sir, it is not being suggested 
that, having received hospitality from Parlia­
mentarians in the areas which we visited, we . 
ourselves should be so niggardly and so 
miserly as not to give them hospitality in 
return. · ' 

One man spoke about inadequacy 'Of 
amenities in the Midwest. I think Sir, that 
what people have to remember is that the 
1961-62 Supplementary Appropriation, 'Bill, 
which we now want to pass, is the final to 
the 1960-62 Development Plan· which has 
been advanced to 1968 and, therefore, any . 
amount of money which has been. p rovided 
here is being spent in accordance with that 
Plan. 

Somebody said that the sum of money 
spent in the Midwest was not adequate. 
Surely the thing would have to depend upon 
needs as they arise on any occasion. It may 
well be that at a particular time the needs · of 
the Midwest may be greater: it may well be, · 
Sir, that at another ·time the needs of this 
part of the Region will be greater. In any 
event, Sir, the best advocates of the needs 
and requests of the Midwest are on. this side 
of the House. (Applause.) 

Somebody sp-oke abo~t Government n~t 
being able to pursue vigorously the rebuilding 
of Edo College. I happen to know myself, 
when I was Minister of Education, that there 
were arguments about siting. Secondly Sir, 
when the question of siting was settled, 
th~re was also a request from ·the College 
··authorities for · certain hostels to be built. 
The question was whether the ·hostels should 
be built on the present site or they . should 
be left over until they moved to the other site. 
It is a question of having• to find out which 
would be to the best advantage of the boys 
who are being trained there. In any event, 
Sir, this much I can say: that nothing is 
dearer to the heart of this Government than 
the progressive development of education 

· in all 'its ramifications throughout the Region. 

Somebody spoke about purchase of vehicles 
in the · Premier's Office. People should 
know, Sir, that one thing that really bedevils 
the position of the Western Region, partic­
ularly the capital of the Region, in regard to 
this type of expenditure is the fact that 
because we are so near to Lagos all visitors . 
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who come to Lagos always like to v1s1t the 
. University capital of Nigeria- which is 
Ibadan-and, when they do come, they . 
ought to be given the type of transport 
which really befits their dignity. It is not 
being suggested that if the Premier of Mali 
or the. President of Ghana comes here he 
should ride in the Volkswagen, which is the 
mark of austerity all over the Region now. 
(Laughter.) Be that as it may, one hon. 
Member suggested that some cars in the 
Premier's Office ought to be sqJd. I. can 
assure him that if he is unable to recover 
his car from the U.A.C. all he needs do is to 
see me in confidenc~ and I will help him 
out. (Laughter.) 

I think, Sir, that, on the whole, all the 
points which have been made by the t!peakers 
from the other side are points which we 
need not bother about. 

I did 'mention, when. I was making my 
main speech, that th~ sum of £1,000,000 
which was originally included in the Ministry 
of Education Head of the Estimates was 
wrongly put there for the University of Ife 
and it was therefore necessary to have that 
fund transferred as a separate Head, and that 
is what has been done here. , And may I 
also repeat, Sir, that the fact that we are 
malsing provision for as much as 5.5 million 
pounds does not mean that all the money 
has been spent. It does not mean that at all. 
And the suggestion which has been made that 
it is the Minister · of Finance who has · not 
been particularly careful in his estimating is, 
I think, beside the point. No person can 
adequately · estimate how much he is going 
to spend in the course of a year: that is why 
we have what we call SupplementaryAppro­
priation Bill in accordance with section 
55 (3) of the Constitution of Western Nigeria. 
I want to read for the information of the 

, .ignorant Members pf the House.' 

.· Mr Speaker: ~ ~ ~ m.e--:::n 
uninffum.ed.'? 

Chi~f Odebiyi: Uninformed Members 
Sir. 

Opposi tion Ben ches: Withdraw, with­
draw. 

.. Chief Od~biyi: As far as · I know, the 
uninformed, the unintelligent, the ignorant­
they belong to the same class. (Laughter). 
I quote-

"If in res:pect of sn-y financi~:..l )"ea.' it i:> 
nd th~t :--.~ sn"-.mnt _ s.p~mted b:~ 

- ~ ~- '~ ..... ~,- ~~ :s. 

expenditure for the purpose for. which no 
amount has. been appropriated by the 
Law or that any moneys having been ex­
pended for any purpose in exces~ -of the 
amount appropriated for _ the purpose by 
the Appropriation Law or for the purpose 
for which no amount has been appropriated · 
by the Law, a Supplementary Estimate 
showing the sums required or spent shall 
be laid before both Legislative Houses 
of the Region and the Heads of any such 
expenditure shall be included in the 
Supplementary Appropriation Bill." 

In other words, the point I am making is this: 
Sometimes you make provision for a partic­
ular thing and, in the course of the year, 
the bills do not come to your hands. For 
instance, you will remember that last year 
four luxury buses were bought for the use of 
hon. Members of this House and the other 
House but the bill did not come until the 
course of the · year. Therefore if when 
you get you'r bill you still hav(;! to pay the 
money, surely when you are estimating for 
the Appropriation in respect of the ensuing 
year you have to make provision for that at' 
the next available opportunity . when the 
House will sit. It is only necessary that 
something must be done · to-· cover this: For 
instance, there is the Contingency Vote where, , 
in the course of your normal expenditure, 
if something extraordinary , crops up, you 
have to rriake provision for it and then come 
back to this House to have the money · 
re-appropriated to the fund. 

, In any event I thank the Members of the 
Opposition for doing their duty. I know 
what my duties are and they know what 
their duties are. In so far as there is no com­
mon ground as between what my own duties 
are and what their own duties are, I think we 
shall not see eye to eye. So far, in regard to 
other Bills which have come before the House 
they have done their duty as well as they could. 
Thev have been incisive in their cri-ticism 
2ntd -~in~ a:l<i ~ (.becanse '· 
tb..~ ~ un:;ffi<m:DOO) hve ~-ill fue ~­
unimpressive. In any case 1 thank those of 
them who have made constructive u~· ~"'HllJH" 
about the running of the affairs of 
Region. (Applause). f, 

Question put and agreed to . 
Bill accordingly read a Second time 

committed to the Committee of Supply. ,. , 
Bill imr/zediatdy consideredin Committe~.' • 
(In the Committee). - · · , ~ 

HE-.\.D 321.-PRBnER's OFFICE 

Q: ·~o1: {!-..at tJ...e so~ cf [~691) [OT H:td­
r~-=::--~'- ~ :~ ~ • 
~~~~~.L'tl'-
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HEAD 322.-TREASURY . . . 

' Question that the sum of £20,740 for Head 
·. 322~-Treasury-stand part of the Schedule 
put and agreed to. 

. BEAD. 333.-MrsCELLANEous 
Question that the sum of £382,610 for Head 

333.-Miscellaneous-stand part of the 
· Schedule put and agreed to. 

HEAD 354.-PENSIONS A~D GRATUITY 
Question that the sum of £40,000 for Head 

324.-Pensions and Gratuity-stand part of 
the Schedule put and agreed to. 

HEAD 327.-MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
AND NATURAL REsouRcEs 

Question that the sum of £98,200 for Head 
327.-Ministry of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources-stand part of the Schedule put and 
agreed to. 

HEAD 328.-rviiNISTRY oF EcoNOMic 
PLANNING AND COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT 
Question that the sum of £24,700 for Head 

328.-Ministry of Economic Planning and 
Community Development-stand part of the 
Schedule put and agreed,to. · 

HEAD 329.-MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
Question that . the sum of £1,436,000 for 

Head 329.-Ministry of Education-stand 
. part of the Schedule put and agreed to. 

HE:\D 330.-MINISTRY OF HEALTH 
. Question that the sum of £170,100 for Head 
·330.-Ministry of Health-stand part of the 
, Schedule put and agreed to. 

HEAD 331.-MINISTRY OF HoME AFFAIRS 
Question proposed that the sum of £120,415 

for Head .331.-Ministry of Home Affairs­
stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr A~ Atohengbe (Benin North-East): · 
Mr Chairman Sir, I beg to move that this 

_Ministry's Vote be reduced by £5. 
During the last financial year a huge sum 

of money was allocated for the printing of 
stationery. Up till now the last copy of the 
Hansard-the omnibus copy of November 
1960-is not available, not to ·mention those 
of 1961. I understand that asupplementary 
amount is an amount required ........... . 

Mr Chairman: Order, Order. Hansard 
does not come under Home Affairs. It is the 

··Legislature. .. 
· Question pzl.t and agreed to. -. 

HEAD 332.-MINISTRY OF INFORMATION 
Question that the sum of £7,000 for Head 

332.,;_Ministry of !~formation-stand part of 
the Schedttle, put and agreed to ... 

HEAD 335.-MINISTRY OF LANDS 
., AND HOUSING 

Question that the sunz of £22,650 for Head 
335.-Ministry of Lands and Housing_:_ 
stand part of the Schedule, put and agreed to. 

H£An 336.-MINISTRV or. LABOUR . 
Question that the sum of £7,900 for , Heaa' 

336.-Ministry of Labour-stand part of the 
Schedule, put and agreed to. 

. HEAD 337.:_MINISTRY OF LOCAL 
. GOVERNMENT • 

Question that the sum , of £3,768 for · Head 
337.-Ministry of Local Government-stand 
part of the Schedule, put and agreed to. 

HEAD 339.-MINISTRY OF TRADE 
· AND INDUSTRY · 

Question that the sum of £20,850 fo~ Head 
339.-Ministry of Trade and Industry­
stand part of the Schedule, put and agreed to . . · 

HEAD 344.-JUDICIAL . ·',: 
Question that the sum . of £400 f~r Head 

.344.-Judicial-stand part . of the Schedule 
. . ' ' 

put and agreed to. , 
HEAD 345.-LEGISLATURE 

Question that the sum of [, 11,000 for Head 
345.-Legislature stand part of the Schequle, 
put and agreed to. 

Question that. the . total sum of £2,652,023 
stand part of the Schedule, put and agreed to. 

SECOND SCHEDULE . 
HEAD 701.-BUILDINGS 

Question proposed that the sum o/£8,545 for 
Head . 701 .-J}uildings._:_stand part of ' the 
Schedule. 

Mr Atohengbe: Mr Chairman, Sir, I 
beg to move that this Head be reduced by 
£5. 

We on this side of the House, as well as 
Members of the opposite side, have been told 
and are well aware too that various sub-heads 
and items were intended for the last financial 
year, but money intended for "them were 
not so utilised: for instance, A 3 quarters 
for Information Officers for Benin City, a 
Technical College intended for Benin City, 
as well as a Midwest Secretariat intended for 
Benin City. If all those sums were not 
utilised and there was no indication in the 
Supplementary Appropriation Estimates that 
they were either transferred or re-allocated 
or used to augment certain items on the 

· Estimates, there is no reason why such a huge 
· amount which is now being put up should be 

allowed for this Ministry. 
Mr Chairman, Sir, I beg to move that the 

Head be reduced by £5. 
Amendment projJosed. 
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Chief Odebiyi: Mr Chairman, all that I 
· ·would . request 'the hon. Member to examine 

is page 15 of his Estimates book. He . will 
notice ·that certain improvements are being 
m ade to the Jericho Nursing Home. The 
orjginal ·revised estimated total · cost was 
£20,600; the approved Estimate, 1961-62, 
was £10,600. Now what ·was spent in 
1961-62 was £11,875; in other words, you 
need an additional sum of £1,245. The same 
is the. case with the new hospital at 
Ogbomosho. £70,000 was the revised 
estimated total cost; all that has been spent 
and an additional sum of £1,300 was required 
in order to bring it up to the standard which 
every General Hospital ought to conform to. 
Therefore, under that Head, you have· 
£2,545; which must be .spent. If you look 
under Buildings General, you will also see 
replacements of refrigerators . . The revised 
estimated total cost is £50,000. Now, what 
has been approved for 1961-62 was £10,000, 
£12,000 was spent out of that revised 
estimated total cost. ·The whole thing is 
done in pl).ases, and, therefore, whatever 
additional sum is required would be £2,0QO. 
The same -thing is true abQut air-conditioning 
of Government quarters and offices. There 
was no provision, . and therefore you have to 
insert a new provision of £4,000. Therefore 
you have a total of £8,545 which is provided 
for under Head 701. It does hot refer to 
those institutions .for which financial pro­
visions have been made. in the main Appro-

' priatiol) Bill for 1961-62. 

Mr Atohengbe: Mr Chairman, I shall 
· take time to add up the figures already 

quoted and compare them with the total of 
. £244,250 whiCh I got for the total money for 
the three projects which I enumerated earlier 
on· and compare. Whatever difference will 
be available will be raised again during the 
debate <;>n the )962-63 Appropriation Bill. 

Chi~f Odebiyi: The point you are 
making can adequately come under the 
Ministry of Education Head of the Es'timates. 

t .' . • 

Aniendment put and negatived. 

Question · that the sum of £8,545 for Head 
70.1--.-Buildings-stand part of the Schedule 
put· and agreed to. 

HEAD 703 .- URBAN WFrER SuPPLIES 
Question that the sum of £958,320 for 

Head 703- Urban Water Supplies- stand 
part of 'ihe Schedule, put and agreet! to. 

HEAD 704.- RURAL WATER SUPPLIES 

Question that the sum of £37,560 for Head 
703-Rural Water Supplies- stand part of 

· the Sch;edllle, put and agree.d to. 

HEAD 705.-LOANS 
Question' thcit the sum of £49,000 for Head 

705~Loans-stand part of the Schedule, put 
and agreed to. ' 

HEAD 707.- SPECIAL MEDICAL DEVELOPMENT 
Question that the sum of £118,.595 for Head 

707-Special . Medical Development- stand 
part of the Schedule, put and agreed to. 

HEAD 709.-SPECIAL AGRICULTURAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

Question that the sum of £133,968 for Head 
709-Special Agricultural Development­
stand part of the Schedule, put and agreed to. · 

HEAD 710.-UNIVERSITY OF IFE 
Question that the sum of £1,000,000 for 

Head 710-University of Ife- stand part of 
th? Schedule, put and agreed to. 

HEAD 720.-GOVERNOR 
Question that the sum of £4,64_0 for Head 

720-Governor-stand part of the Schedule, 
' put and agreed to. · . 

HEAD 721.- PREMIER'S OFFICE 
Question that ,the 'sum of £57,800 for Head 

721- Premier's Office-stand part of the 
Schedule, put and agreed to. . 

HEAD 722.- TREASURY 
Question that the sum of £3,500 for Head 

722.-The Treasury-stand pm·t of the Sched­
ule, put and agreed to. 

HEAD 723.- MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND 
NATURAL REsouRcEs 

Question that the sum of £55,684 for Head 
723-Ministry of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources- stand pm·t of the Schedule, put and 
agreed to. 

HEAD 724.- MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC 
PLANNING AND C,OMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

Question that the sum of £50,000 for Head 
724-Ministry of Economic Planning and 
Community Development- stand part of the 
Schedule, put and agreed to. 

HEAD 725.- MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
Question that the sum of £41,490 for Head 

725-Ministry of Education- stand part .. of 
the Schedule, put and agreed to . 

HEAD 726.- MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND 
.. SociAL. WELFARE 

Question that the sum of £23,725 for Head 
726- Ministry of Health and Social Welfare­
stand part of the Schedule, put and agreed to. 

HEAD 727 .-MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
Question that the sum of £8,820 for Head 

727- Ministry of Home Affairs- stand part 
of the Schedule; put and agreed to. . · 

HEAD 728.- MINISTRY OF INFOIUYIATION 
Question that the sum of £3,610 for Head · 

728- Ministry of Information-stand part of 
the Schedule, put an.d agreed to. · 
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HEAD 731.- MINISTRY OF LANDS 
AND HousiNG 

Question that the :;um of £297,360 for Head 
731-Ministry of Lands and Housing~stand 

. part .of the Schedule, put and agreed to . . 
'HEAD 733.-MINISTRY OF LOCAL 

. GoVERNMENT 
Question that the sum of £13,797 for Head 

733-Ministry of Local Government-stand 
part of the Schedule, put and agreed to. 

HEAD 735.-MINISTRY OF TRADE 
AND INDUSTRY · 

Question t,hat the sum of £7,230 for Head 
. 735- Ministry of Trade· and Indtf.stry-stand 
par_t of the Schedule, put and agreed to. 

HEAD 736.-MINISTRY OF WORKS AND 
. TRANSPORT -

Question that the sum of £53,485 for IJead 
736- Ministry . of Works and Transport­
stand part of the Schedule, put and agreed to. 

~ HEAD 737.-AUDIT :. 
Question that the sum of £185 for Head 

737-Audit_:._stand part of the Schedule, put 
and agreed to~ 

. . HEAD . 741.-LEGISLATURE 
' Question that the sum of £145 for Head 
741-Legislature-stand part of the Schedule, 
put and agreed to: 

Question that the sum of £5,579,532 stand 
part of the Schedule, put and agreed to. 

Clauses 1 to 3 agreed to. 

. (Mr Speaker resumed the Chair). 
Bill , reported without amendment, read the 

Third time and passed. 

Sitting suspended at 11.38 a.m. 

Sitting resumed at .. 12.20 p.m. 

1962-63 APPROPRIATION BILL 
SECOND READING 

Adjourned Debate on the Question (4th 
April)-

I 

''That the Bill be read a Second time". 
Question again proposed. 

Mr A. A. Adesanya (!jehu North I): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the 1962-63 
Appropriation. Bill. In doing so, may I 
congratulate this Government for a job well 
done during, the financial ye~r 1961-62. 

In spite of the fall in revenue from Cocoa 
from £5.5 million in 1959 to £2.8 million in 
1962; Palm Produce from £1.4 million to £0.8 

. - million; Rubber from £1.4 million to £1.1 
million, that· the Government can still 
present a balanced Budget- shows quite 
learly that the politicians on ~his side of the 

House are very hard-working, seasoned, 
mature and · conscientious: It shows, no 
doubt, that the Minister of Finance and, by 
the Grace of God, the Leader of this House, 
is a genius. I ~ongratulate him and in 
Biblical language would say-"well clone 
thou good and faithful servant." . , . 

Behind an able mah there must be many 
able men. It will, therefore be sheer 
ingratitude if at this stage I do not remember 
to pay my tribute to the Civil Service in this 
Region, particularly the Treasury headed by 
that world renowned Economist, Chief I. 0. 
Dina. It is an accepted fact that, in the 
whole of the_ Federation of Nigeria, · our 
Civil Service is the best. Our Civil Service is 
not only efficient, it is also considerate and · 
patriotic. But for their co-operation t his · 
Government would have found it very 
difficult, if not impossible, to achieve this 
near impossible task. To them I offer my . 
big "thank you". (Cheers from Government 
Benches). · 

"These are the times that try men's souls", 
says Washington on the eve of the American 
Independence. The economy measur.es in­
troduced by the Government of this Region 
are very . sterp. indeed. They are so stern 
that, even before ·they started to take .effect, 
they have started to affect many M.Ps from 
all sides of this House. But was it not 
Shakespeare who said:-: 

"Sweet are the uses of Adversity which 
like the Toad, ugly and venomous, w ears 
yet a precious jewel in his head"? ' 

The economy measures, or call them "auster­
ity measures" if you like, will let us know the 
true politicians of thi:s Region. Th!'!Y. will · 
let us ki1ow those who entered into politics 
so that the common men of this Region may 
have "life more abundanf' ·and those who 
enter~d into politics with a view mainly to 
line their own pockets. 

For my part, Mr Speaker; if by these 
economy measures, unemployment in this · 
Region will be a thing of the past, or at least · 
reduced to the minimum; if by these economy 
measures we in this Region shall have better 
roads and bridges; if these economy mea­
sures will bring improved health ·services to 
the people of this Region; if these economy 
measures will meal) more scholarships to the ' 
teeming millions of students iri this country 
yearning for higher education, Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I whole-heartedly support it and I am 
prepared, if when called upon to do w, to 
surrender the whole of my pay in this House . 
In this I am sure I. am expressing the senti­
m~nt of all the people from this side of the 
House. 
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I am appealing to the Government to 

plt:ase give Ijebu-Igbo the following it~m~. 
I am asking for them, not because 1t 1s 
customary to do so during this time of the 
year, but I am asking for them because they 
are necessities. 

The tarring of the road between Ijebu- Igbo 
and Ijebu-Ode via Aparaki, Imope and Oke­
Eri is overdue. For the information of 
Members, may I here mention that this road 
passes through Imope-the famous pottery 
centre in the Western Region-and through 
Eriwe where we have the grave of that 
jJlu.strious lady known by the Ijebus as 
'~Sungbo" and by the Moslems as "Brikisu." 
Every year, pilgrims go to see this wonderful 
tomb kept clean by nature itself. 

The road between Oru and Ijebu-Igbo 
should . by now be taken up by the Regional 
Government. 

The teeming population of Ijebu- Igbo 
deserves a Government hospital and, in 
the aw~rd of scholarships for higher learning, 
we <;Io not want to be_f01gotten. · 

The farm project known as Apoje Farm 
Project is situated at Ijebu- Igbo, but it is a 
matter for deep concern to my people that in 
Government pronouncements ·and announce­
ments, the name of · Ijebu-Igbo is rarely 
(if at all) associated with it. We believe 
that this is an oversight, and we are now 
appealing to the Government to -rectify 
the mistake. My people also feel tha t the 
·question of compensation for the vast area 
·of land tal~en for the farm project needs to be 

· gone into by the Government. 

With the vast Apoje Farm Project, and 
with the large games in our forest, Ijebu-Igbo 
will be a popular tourist centre. I therefore 
appeal to the Government to let us have a 
first-class Catering Rest House to cater for 
the needs of such tourists. We will also 
like the Government to look into the possi­
bility of building a road to connectijebu- Igbo 
and Ife via Alagutan village. 

. In the establishrrient of industries, I 
pray that the Government should not forget 
Ijebu- Igbo. · There, there is a vast expanse 
of land, and . among the mighty populatio~ 
are skilled and unskilled hands and, therefore, 

·such indu:;tries will not have to go too far to 
recruit' their labour. 

I view with very great ~oncern the deletion 
from th@ · Estimat~~ of the Urban Water 
Supply for Aiyepe in Ijebu and the non­
inclusion of the Rural H _ealth Centre at 

Ago-Iwoye. I believe that Jhis is an over­
sight and that they will be included' in this 
year's estimate, i.e., the 1 ~62-63 Estimates. 

I thank the Government for having spent 
so liberally in the Midwest. (Cheers froni 
Government Benches). 

May I take this opportunity to put one or 
·two words across in respect of the creation of 
the Midwest State. Some Members of the 
Opposition, and particul~rly my Friend for 
Ikeja, had expressed d1sappomtr:nent . t~1at 
this Government had not at th1s Sesswn 
stated its stand on the creation of the Midwest 
State. They also went further to inf12r that, 
because the Government of this Region 

· passed a Motion, for the creation of Midwest 
State about five years ago, therefore this 
present Government cannot now back ·out. 
For the information of my learned Friend 
and people who think like him, may I point 
out that it is an accepted constitutional and 
legal principle that "No . Government by its . 
Resolution or Legislation can bind its 
succeeding Government". The Government 
that passed that Motion is not the Gov~rn­
ment of today, and, if even it is, it is also an 
elementary legal and constitutional principle 
that the sovereignty of government is that ~ 
Government can change its hlind any time. 
May I here again inform our Friends that in 
spite of Motion passed by the Northern and 
·Eastern Houses of Assembly and confirmed 

· by the House of Representatives in Lagos, , 
the creation of the Midwest St(l te is still 
nebulous. Speaking for myself and all .the . 
right-thinking citizens of this Region, the 
creation of the Midwest State must depend 
on whether or not new states will be carved 
out of the other Regions, i.e.', North and East. 

Not all the waters in the sea can wash the 
hands of the N CN C Members in the Western 
Region of Nigeria clean of their disservice 
to this Region and to the whole of Nigeria, . ~. . 
for not only do they conspire with others to ·. ·f;;-' -.;· 
break this Region of their origin, but they :,. ' t:. 
are taking active steps to preserve the North . ~ · ·· 
and the East and also see to it that instead of . 
breaking those homes, they are preserving ,,. :i. 
them and in fact building out houses in .Y; 
addition. This confirms my impression that !: .. 1' · : 

the N CN C has accepted the hard fact that ... . ; -.~ 
that party will never hold power in this ·., i: .~ · ~ ' 
Region and, therefore, they are all out to •·. .. ~ 
destroy it. , In this attempt they shall fail. , · .r-. ·· · 
Let me make it clear also that if and when ·, _ ~-; "·t; 
the Midwest of their dream is created, my .... .1 . < , 
party the Action Group shall be in power. < ' 

(Interruptions) . 
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Mr Speaker: Order, Order. I hop.e the Revised Estimates, 1961-62 
hon. Gentleman will speak about the Midwest Cocoa · ... 2.4 

.09 
1.1 

in so far as its development is concerned. Palm Produce 
(Interruptions). (Shame, shame). Rubber ... 

Mr Adesanya :· I have not spoken about 
the Midwest State, Sir. May I refer again to 
this particular Head 338 of the Estimates, 
where it is stated that ........... . 

Mr Speaker: Order, order. According 
to Standing Orders, . Wff can only discuss 
generally the policy of the Government; 
we are not referring to details, heads or items 
at the moment. (Interruptions). , 

Mr Adesanya: May I say Mr Speaker, 
Sir,' that I :am particularly happy about the 
conference of Obas and Chiefs that will soon 
be held in this Region. We hold a noble 
heritage whi.ch I would have wished our 
friends from the opposite side to share with 
us. That heritage is respect for the elders 
and tradition. (Cheers). 

Mr Speaker, . Sir, some Members of the 
Opposition · referred to the -dispute or mis­
understanding in the Action Group Party in 
J os. May I remind such people of that 
Roman saying which today is still true of my 
party, that "The fight of lovers is the 
renewal of love". Rather than break us, 
the incident of J os had strengthened the 
bond of friendship between the leaders of 
my great party, the Action Group. Thanks 
to good discipline, respect for the elders and 
tradition, 

· . Mr ·Speaker Sir, I beg to support the 
Appropriation Bill. " 

Mr E. 0. Imafidon (Benin Central East): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to speak on the Bill 
entitled the 1962-63 Appropriation Bill. 
In . doing. so, congratulatory expressions 
may be pouring on the Finat:J,ce Minister, 
so I am not going to contribute to .that. 
(Interruptions) Review of the 1961-62 
revenue from export duties shows a most 
unweicome state: 

· Revenue 
1959-60 
Cocoa 
Palm Kernels 
Rubber 

1960-61 
Cocoa 
Palm Produce 
Rubber 

1961-62 
Cocoa ... 
Palm Produce 
Rubber ... 

.. . , 

£million 
5.5 
1.4 
1.4 

4.6 
1.2 
1.5 

3.9 
1.1 
1.4 

Estimates, 1962-63: 
Cocoa 
Palm Produce 
Rubber ... 

2.8 
.08 

L1 ·· 
Mr Speaker, Sir, you will see from this 
review that, in view of the recession in our 
traditional sources of reven:ue I wish to 
say that the recent steps taken to enhance 
and promote cocoa trade in this · Region, 
had always failed. · The result is . that 
there has been a steady decline in · price 
since 1959, and if this Region· wants to 
develop and enhance the trade of. rubber 
what I see from this review is that rubber' 
has been ·very steady from-19:59-63. I think 
the Government of this Region will do well 
to · get mNe revenue from rubber than they 
do today. Our dependence on cocoa crop 
alone as cash crop of this Region is not 
sufficient. In the Midwest which has much 
rubber, although· I think that we have got 
something at the Ikpoba Processing Factory 
and some Plantations in Uronigbe, yet I 
think that these are .mere win~ow dressings. 
Much effort has not been made by this 
Government: just a camouflage, by telling 
the people of the Midwest that they have not 
been neglected; but this attitude of the 
Government towards the community of the 
Midwest has also· affected the Govet:nment 
adversely in the way of losing revenue. 

It i~ shown in the Budget Speech from the 
Finance Minister that there are some tax 
evaders of rubber and timber. Yes, of course . . 
It is well ' to say that the Government has 
started to plant rubber at Uronigbe but 
what of the rubber plantations of the peasant 
farmers from where the money at the moment 
is ~::tccruing? There has been no develop­
ment, no encouragement; there. has be_en no 
trade, no Board arranged to enhance ·this 
trade for these people. I think this has been 
over-stressed in this Bouse and it is overdue 
for this Government to take necessary steps : 
to see that rubber in this Region is encouraged. 

Well Sir, I wish to speak on the educational 
system. From· the speech, I will say much 
about the Midwest because I am from that 
Area. In the last years there has been in 
the Estimates of this Region a· provision for 
the rebuilding of Edo College, the only· 
Government Secondary . School in Benin 
Province, and I am ·surprised that it has always 
been left over to freeze, and not a p.enny of 
this extra big vote has been spent on the 
rebuilding of this College. It was said earlier 
that there was no site available. I am aware 

,. 



. -- .---- ----

,. 

411 1962- 63 Appropriation 6TH APRIL, 1962 Bill- · Second Reading . 412 

[MR IMAF!DON] 

that a site has been provided for almost over 
a year and there has been nothing done on 
that site. ·We are always ·told that the 
Government is prepared to do something. 

Look at these primary schools; it is known 
that all of you will agree that the free primary 
education has turned out thousands of 
c.hildren, and they have not benefited from 
the primary education when they are entering 
secondary .schools in this Region. Children 
from these primary schools cannot gain 
entrance .to secondary schools unless parents 
of such children have done something else 
to enhance the education of these children. 

· It is .not easy to pass to secondary schools, 
as a result of which the people of the Western 

. Region. as a whole are paying higher price to 
educate their children-more than fmy other 
people in the Federation of Nigeria. We· 
are paying a higher price in secondary 
modern schools; for instance, all those 
amounts left unpaid in the primary schools 
will be paid and yet, when the children pass 
out fr'om the secondary modern schools, 
the children do not seem as those who have 
passed out from secondary modern schools; 
so that education in this Region is not very 
encouraging, and I suggest that the Govern­
n'lent of this Region should review the 
education system. 

Look at some secondary modern school<> 
in Benin. Of late the Government of this 
Reg-ion takes pride in disallowing or dis­
approving secondary modern schools put up 
by private individuals . in Benin City for 
simple .and only one ren..son, to my knowledge: 
that the . scho_ols are not properly built and 
that they have not got approval of the 
Ministry of Education before they were 
built . . They built the secondary modern 
schools in the area to the standard of every 
other secondary madera schools in the area 
and I was · surprised, Sir, when they were 
disaJlowed to continue with the school. The 
school building, equipment, etc., compare 
more favourably with other secondary modern 
schools in the area and these are the people 
vvho will help people of this area to educate 
their own children who have just left the 
primary schools. Today those who have 
just left primary schools cannot be accommo­
dated in farm settlements and farm institutions 
and all the rest· of it. I think that before you 
can. expect any school Ieaver now to . enter 
into farm settlements he must have passed 
Class III in a secondary modern school; but, to 
Otl.r ·surprise, in our area these secondary 
schools which cater for the education of our 
children have been disallow~d, and I think 

that this Government will reconsider its 
decision on these · two secondary modern 
schools. 

Sir, this year, I notice in the Estimates that 
the buill;ling of Edo College- . 

l\1r Speaker: Order, Order. I · shall 
read to Members what the Standing Order 
says about discussion at this stage on the 
Appropriation Bill: "Detailed items in the 
Estima.tes may not be debated on Second 
Reading." I want to point out · this for the 

, attention of members. Please continue. 

1 
- Mr Imafidon: I do not intend to discuss 

- the estimate item by item, but I ~nly ref~r to . 
that item to say that, last financial year, we 
have £140,000 under that item, which I 
think was not spent; it should have been 
right for this Government to have transferred 
such an amount of expenditure to the new 
Estimates, and I am surprised to see that, 
instead of transferring from the old Estimates 
to the new one, they have only provided for 
only £100,000, and I think this is not fair 
enough, Sir. 

This Government has done well to provide 
facilities for scholarships for children of this 
Region, and, year in year out, Mr Speaker', · 
when we look through the list of awards of 
this Region, it is alarming that children 
from the Midwest Area are not available in 
this list. If they are at all, you can hardly 
get one to a ratio of 100 for the remaining 
part of the Region. This is sufficient for the 
people in that area to agitate for the creation 
of a Midwest State, to ask for their own 
Government, and I think this contributes a 
lot to the agitation of the people for their 
demand for the creation of their own Region:· 
Whether this Government is prepared to say 
something about the creation of the Midwest 
or not, acc.ording to the last speaker, the people 
of the area have the final say , The referen~ 
dum will show whether the people support 
this creation or not. · 

Mr J. 0. Kehinde (Ede-Ejigbo North): ··~ 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to associate myself 
with those who support the Appropriation 
Billfor 1962-63. In doing so, Sir, I wish to 
say that anybody who sees the .developments ' · 
in this Region will actually appreciate that 
this is the most developed Region in the .. ' • · · 
Federation of Nigeria. (Cheers). Those on · 'J., 
the other side who come to this House need ' · ·'~ 
to rejoice, and I believe they do so in secret • ·~· 
if they cannot do it in the open. They will · ' · 
do so when travelling through . other ·· 
Regions within the Federation. · The ;:;. 
development of this Region is designed in 
the best interest of the people of the Region. 
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., In the field of Agriculture, Sir, this 
Government has set aside a fabulous amount. 
(Interruptions from the Opposition Benches) 
I am a teacher- ! come here to teach you. 
A ver· huge amount has been set :tside for 
research in' Agriculture and, .. as well, a 
huge amount has been spent for the develop­
ment of Agriculture. Farm Settlements and 
Farm Institutes have also been established. 

' But ! ·wish to make a remark here, Sir, that in 
those Farm Settlements our youngsters in 
these days do not wish to pursue agriculture 
for. th,e fact that they think, Sir, that agri­
culture is laborious, that it does not bring in 
much money, that it is not so much encourag­
ing to be a farmer. Here, Sir, I will suggest 
that agriculture be much more improved. 
In addition, Sir, I will suggest that insecticides 

·· be used to improve crop production to deal 
with pests. At the same time, Sir, I would 
suggest that payments in the Farm Settle­
ments be made more attractive. As well, I 
would suggest that working hours be 
improved so that youngsters may be attracted 
to attend these Farm Settle.ments. If this is 
done, I feel so many of our boys coming out 
of school will like to take up agriculture 
as a profession. · ·· 

._In the field of Forestry-(Interruptions)­

Mr Speaker: ,Order, order. Any Mem­
ber in the House may doze but should not 
snore. (Laughter.) 

Mr Kehinde: The Government has been 
doing a lot to see that the forests of this 
Region are maintained ~nd put into more 
economtc uses. 

An hon. Member: Point of Order. 

Mr Speaker: . Order, order. . I would 
insist that Members who are putting up 
Points of 0rder should quote the specific 
Order concerned. 

., 
Mr Keh~nde: As . I was saying, Sir, 

Mr Speaker, for the development of Forestry 
I suggest that an Act of Parliament be passed 
to prevent bush burning in this Region 
This destroys a lot of our trees and the beauty 
of the forest is also destroyed ~ In spite of this, 
I think the Region will benefit much from 
timber. 

In the field of Education, Sir, I say firmly 
that some of our Members opposite do 
not actually know what is going on in the 
schools . . As a school teacher, I can reply to 

. some of their points. In any entrance 
examination taken into secondary schools 
and , colleges in the Federation of Nigeria, 

J. ,, 

the pupils in our Primary VI schools are 
more successful than those pupils in Class 

. VII in the North, Standard VI in the East 
and standard VI iri the Federal Territory. 
If these Members will only take statistics, 
they will see that what I say is correct. Our 
Modern Schools are doing very fne .work 
and the shindard of educati·on in · this 
Region, compared with the stanaard of 
education for the past years when A vvolowo. 
s<;hool had not been · introduced, is much . 
higher. I would like . to say firmly, Sir, 
that hon. Members of this · House should 
praise this Government, Sir, for the foresight 
they have and for spending so much money on 
education.. In fact our children are there; 
you know the standard of education they 
receive; and so it is a sort of injustice to 
come here and criticise for criticisms sake. 

Mr Speaker, Sir,- in the Region, electricity 
supplies are..:_(Jnterruptions from members of 
the Opposition). (Fire, F,ire). . Electricity 
supplies have received this Government's 
attention to the fullest grade, Sir, if I may be 
permitted to say · so, ·and so many of those 
in the Opposition side have been enjoying 
these developments for years. I would say 
here, Sir that ·this Government is trying to 

· consider some places where electricity has 
not reached, but we wish that the Govern­
ment tries more to extend electJ;icity 'to 
these places, especially in Ejigbo District 
area, because electricity has reached Ejigbo 
and we want it to be extended to that :District 
Council area. 

As well, Sir, road tarring is receiving 
the applause of any right-thinking person 
and we want that road tarring be given 
special· attention in my Constituency which 
is Ede Ejigbo North (not rural). Every 
place in Oshun is civilised. 

Mr Speaker: Order, Order.· I think 
that some other Constituencies designated, 
"Rural" are also civilised. . (L<JUghter). 

' . . 
Mr Kehinde: Mr Speaker, Sir, I say 

it because those who are saying it, do not 
actually understand what it means. Mr 
Speaker, Sir, we would like these two ·roads 
to be put into the priority list. The two roads 
are the one starting from Ede, going through 
Ara to Ejigbo, down to Awe, and these places 
I have mentioned are within Ede Ejigbo and 
Oyo District Councils. We would ·appre­
ciate it if the Government would put these 
roads into the plan for road. development and 
as well, Sir, another road starting from Eware, 
going through Oha to Agemdo, on to Aye, 
Ajana an.d then going to Oyo road. These 
roads that I have .mentioned Sir, are within 
Ejigbo District Council and Ogbcimosh~ · 

• 
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. District Council Areas. These two roads are 
vet'Y important because they join very many 
imp9rtant towns and villages, ar..d no articles 
Sir, ·are economically useful without being 
taken to places where they will _be used, and 
those roads pass through places where 
coGoa is grown as well as many economic 
plants like cocoa and palm trees. 

Again, Sir, the economic development in 
this Region is wide. We would like, Sir, 

·that 'in Oshun a project be sited in one of the 
towns there. 

Indu_strial Development.-! would suggest 
.that rural industries be given priority these 

· cj.ays because so many of our people in this 
Region ' live in villages and hamlets and 
schools have been extended to cover those 
areas. I would suggest, Sir, t~t rural 
industries be given priority, especially weav~ 
ing ·industry and poultry. These will give 
work to our people and will be more beneficial 
than siting them in already civilised · places 
or already developed areas. I shall live to 
see this Western part of Nigerifl bein,g so 
much developed · and, in my dream, Sir, 
I see that it will soon become the Paris of 
Africa. · 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of ~ands and Housing (Mr C. A. 
Williams): · Mr Speaker, Sir, the stride that 
this . Region has made is far in excess of that 
of the other Regions of this country. I say 
this with' every confidence because I had cause 
to travel to the Eastern Region the other day 
and I was surprised ' to see how backward 
the things there are. 

· Mr Speaker, Sir, here people talk of 
austerity in this Region. I wonder why 
people want development. We want devel~ 
opment; ·everybody .. wants . development; 
everybody· talks of development; how can we 
de¥elop if we do not have the money? Now 
there . is no way of achieving these devel­
opments unless ·we can pay for them. This 
Government is taking the necessary step by 
introducing the · rather popular austerity 
measure. )tis popular with the Government 
but it is unpopular with the Opposition. 
We on this side of the House would like 
the austerity measure to extend more than 
that, because every town, every hamlet and 
every place wants electricity, good ro~ds and 

: wat~r supply. Everybody wants this and 
.everybody wants that. · Where y.rill they get 

· rnoney? Where will the · Government get 
money for .. all these? Except through self~ 

· sacrifice. We must contribute something 
ourseh·es so th::.t we can get the help we W8'lt 
from other people for our :.development: 

Now, Mr Speaker, let us talk about 
agriculture. It is wonderful that the stride 
this Region has made in agriculture is· ·so 
widened that it will take years before the 
other Regions can meet up. Now look · 
at all tJw farm settlements and agricultural 
centres. I can make bold to say that we 
have actually seen real development. It 
is there that those who are taught will come 
back to teach the people of their -villages and 
~owns how to carry on with agriculture. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am a bit sorry that the 
Government has not given much attention 
to the question of fishery. The people that 
take to fishing are occupying the coastal land 
of this country. They have no land due to 
water and seas that have occupied thei~ land. 

· They have no la:nd for agricultural project. 
But equally, Mr Speaker, Sir, fishing pays 
a lot. It pays far more than cocoa. I 
say this with authority because I am a 
fisherman. Now there is no speculation in 
the fish market. There is always a large 
demand for fish ·and even the amount of fish 
that we buy from foreign countries is enor­
mous, so that if much attention is paid to · 
fishery, I think that we shall be far much · 
better in our own area than the people that 
occupy cocoa areas. Now Mr Speaker, 
I shall be gtateful if the Government can 
give attention to the question of fishery. 

Now, Mr Speaker, let us tum to the field 
of health facilities. This Government has 
spent enormous, amounts on the health of its 
people. Mnny people may not know because -
many do not travel, but we who travel in our 
constituencies and travel to other peoples' 
constituencies know this very well. Let us 
take the Medical Field Unit for example. 
The medical field unit is doing a wonderful 
work in this Region and it .is doing it >free of 
charge. T}lere is no ch,arge made from 
anybody who is served by the Medical Field 
Unit. They have helped tq get rid of yaws. 
Yaws has been very common in most rural 
areas. I do not want to mention any place. · . 
Yaws has been very common in most rural 
areas but, today, Mr Speaker, Sir, if you 
go to these places, you will find that these 
people are without yaws. Leprosy has been . , 
·very common. Some people go about 
with cut fingers and feet but; due to the help 1 

of this Government, Mr Speaker, Sir, 
leprosy is not very common again. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I have to make one 
observation, and that is about the amount of .. 
beggars that go about our streets in this 
Region which is far too much. I would like 
this Govenunent to take quick action about 
. the restriction _of these beggars, because we 
know these b t'ggarn pack everywhere. · Thej> · 
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h av·e not been given proper care. They go 
about and in·their going about, unfortunately, 
they t ransfer.. disease to other persons. 
Therefore I beg this Government; I know 
that it is going to cost enormous amounts 
of money to control the beggars, because 
I know that · health is very important. I 
know that time will come when Government 
will restrict the movements o~ these beggars . . 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have to touch the 
question of education. Education in this 
Region is making wonderful strides: In . 
every place, in every corner and nook, we 
find schools. It was not so when I was 
young, with the result that vety few received 
educution in days gone by; but, today, 
where. I was born you can count schools 
in great numbers. There are primary 
schools and secondary schools. 

Opposition Benches:" Where were you 
born? 

Mr Williams: I was born at Epe. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the only thing is this. 
There are ill-informed p,ersons about educa­
tion, with the result that boys in our modern 
schools and primary schools do not want to 
go to the farm, do not want to go to harvest 
palm f1Uts, and so on. Of necessity this 
means that the schools will be turning ,out 
numbers of bovs unemployed, who will be 
going about causing disturbances in this 
Region. · , So I shall be very pleased, Mr 
Speaker, if arrangement can be made so that 
people who know about palm-wine and palm 
nuts could be placed in these schools and 
trained to do these jobs so that when they 
leave school, if they cannot get jobs, they 
will take to professions so that .they will not 
fall to the temptation of hunger and privation. 

Mr Speaker, Sir , the other thing that I 
want to touch is that we should try to 
exercise our best possible to encourage these 
young · school leavers by grouping some of 
them and encouraging them to take to farming 
because, at present, lVIr · Speaker, Sir, t he 
villages are being depopulated because, 
immediately these young people leave school, 
they just travel straight to big towns in 
search of jobs . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I have to talk of roads; 
The wonderful road network in this Region 
is remarkable. Everywhere you go, you 
go on tarred road. It is a feather ·n the cap of 
the Government of this Region . . Mr Speaker, 
Sir, that is why every time you open our 
Estimates you find that it is very fabulous. 
It must be fabulous because these things 

cost money and, because these developments 
cost money, people must not express any 
wonder when they see that the cost in the · 
Estimates is so enormous. 

N ow, Mr Speaker, Sir, I have to m ention 
that a!> we go on, it is always like that; 
that is the way of nature, some people suffer, 
some people really suffer, and some get more. 
It .is not the fault .of anybody, because that is 
how things move in the world. People in the 
coastal areas, Sir, suffer a great deal from lack 
of good roads. Now we rely ori river 
transport since the days of yore, and it is time 
when all these things should give way to . 
mod-ern roads. Now there is a road, Mr 
Speaker, S.ir, from Letu to Orimetu to Lagos 
road which is in Epe Division. This ·roacj. 
is very much essential to help the fishermen in 
that area. Well, Mr Speaker, Sir, I h ave 
mentioned to you that, oftentimes, when 
these poor men . make· large catch from the 
sea,· they cannot get the way to transport 
them to Lagos. The next thing to do is to · 
dump them back · to· the sea. Well, Mr 
Speaker, this road in question will help if 
it is made to get to the community of the 
Apostles at Aiyetoro; there is every possibility 
of getting from Lagos to the land of -the 
Apostles. This will help the Apostles, too, 
who are very civilised and are able to get 
all _~heir catch transported to Lagos. · 

· Mr Speaker, Sir, I congratulate this 
Government in spite of any criticism that the · 
Opposition may ·levy; and, although that 
soldier and ex-service man who had been · 
to England could not say, Mr Speaker; that 
this Government is doing a lot, I have cause 
to congratulate this Government. 

Mr Speaker1 Sir, with these few remarks, 
I beg to take my seat. 

Further Debate on the Appropriation Bill 
adjourned till Monday, 9th April, 1962 . 

ADJOURNMENT 

Chie f J. A. 0. Od ebiyi : Mr ·Speaker, 
Sir, I beg to move that the House do now 
adjourn until Monday ·at 9 o'clock. . -',: 

O}Ja C. D. Akran: I beg to second. 

Quest£on proposed. 

Question put and agreed. 

Adjourned accordingly at 1.25 p.m. until 
Monday , 9th A pril, 1962 at 10.00 a.m. 
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WESTERN HOUSE OF 
ASSEMBLY 

MONDAY, 9TH APRIL, 1962 

(The House met at 10.15 a.m.) 

· PRAYERS 
(Mr Sp~akcr in the Chair) 

, BUSINESS MOTION 
Suspension on Standing Order 4 (2) 

The Minister of Labour (Chief J. E. 
. Babatola): Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to move 
that Standing Order 4 (2) be suspended this 
day to allow the House to continue sitting 
after 1.00 p.m., if necessary. 

The Minister of Education (Dr S. D . 
. Ona bamiro): I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 

Question put and agreed to. 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS . 

Redescription of ·· 
Regional Constituencies 

The Premier (Chief S. L. Akint~la): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that this 
House approve the proposal of the Electoral ·· 
Commis~ion of the Region to redescribe, as 
set out m the Schedule to this Motion, the 
areas of certain of the Regional constituencies 
established by the Schedule to the Electoral 
Districts (Establishment) Proclamation 1960 
pul?lished as W.R.L.N. 226 of 1960. ' · ' 

The Schedule is as follows: 
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Division Constituency _Constituency Name 
No. 

EGBA ... ... . .. ... . .. 26 · Egba South 'u ... . .. . .. 
EKrTI : .. .. . ... ... . .. 32 Ekiti North-East II ... . .. . .. 

I BAD AN ... ... ... . . . .. 39 Ibadan Central East ... ... . .. 
\• 

40 Ibadan Central West ... . .. . .. 
6. : ~ 

l ~ 
41 Ibadan North-East I... ... ... 

42 Ib::tdan North-East II ... ... 

43 Ibadan East Rural I ... .. . ... 

J: 
I .• 

44 Ioadan East Rural II ... ... 

1:' ·~ 

· · ..-..-o-~~ 0 
"'O·· n - o ....,. -0\ '"I .... ...... '"I tT' ~-
Otll ~ P"'tll til~-­......... en C1> (J) -(1) •• 

Description of Constituency Area , 

The Otta District Council area (see W.R.L,N. 17Z of 1955). 
(i) The Ado District Council area (see W.R.L.N. 3 of 1955 as 

amended by W.N.L.N. 265 of 1961); 
(ii) The Gbonyin District Council area (see W.N.L.N. 21 of 1962 
In the Ibadan City Cour:;cil area, thi:! War;ds-

1-2-Areas C 1-2 ·. · 
3-4-Areas N 1-2 

36-37-Areas E 1-2 
(see W.N.L.N. 238 of 1961). 

In the Ibadan City Council area, the Wards-
5-Area N 3 

11-13-Areas·NW 1-3. 
(see W.N.L.N. 238 of 1961). 

In the Ibadan City Council area, the Wards-
6-Area N 4 

40-42-Areas E 5-6 
(see W.N.L.N. 238 of 1961). 

In the Ibadan City Council area, the Wards-
7-8-Area N 5 

43-45- Areas E 7-9 
(see W.N.L.N. 238 of 1961). 

In the Ibadan East District Council area, the Wards-
1 0-11-0ffagbo /.A, dedokun 

12-0gburo 
13-0gunjana 

14-15-Lagun Township 
.. 16-Ajara 

17-Arun/Arulogun-Ehin 
.18-0lodo /Ikumapayi 
19-Wakajaiye/Agodi 
20~Akin-Ajo I Agbedeyi 
21_:Sagbe Pabi-Ekun 
22-0gunremi 
23-0gunbode/Ogo/Kuji 
24-Apatere Township 
25--;:-0yedeji /Olodo 

(see W.N.L.N. 240 of 1961). 
(i) In the Ibadan. East District Council area, the Wards-· 

1-Erunmu 
2-Aiyede 
3-0wobale/Odedeji/Kasumu 
4-Lalupon/Odo-Oba 
5--:-Ejioku I . 
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· . 

IBADAN- contd. 

{, [badan South-East Rural 

Constituency 
No. 

4.h TL- -' 

Constituency Name 

·/ 

6-Ariku/Igbon/Elegbada 
7-Lalupon TowtlSllip I 
8- Lalupon Township II 

· 9- 0luaan/Ajiwogbo . ' 
26- Egbeda 
27--Gsegere/Awaye 

(see W,N.L.N. 240 of 1961); 
(ii) In the Iba-ian South-hast District Council a.rea, the Wards-·-

1--Baaeku · 
2- Gbada-Efon 
3--0joku 
4-Ajia 

(see W.N.L.N. 241 of 1961). . 
In the Ibadan South-East District Council area, the TVards-

5--Mogaji-Seriki 
6-Bioku 
7- 0lorunda 
8- 0di Aperin 
9--Fada · 

10-0di Odeyt>.le 
11--0lubode 
12- 0koga 
13- Akanran 
14-Gbeleyi 
15- Gbedun 
16-Elese Erin 
17--Akinkemi 
18-Eripa Fawande 
19- Fajoye 
20--Araromi 
21- Amadu 
22- 0go 
23-AfolabifApasan 
24---Amosun 
25-0jebode 

(see W.N.L.N. 241 of 1961); 
(ii) ·-rn the Ibadan South District Council area, the Wards--

.' 

2-0yedun 
5-Egbeda Atuba 
7- Jagun Olukade 
9- 0loju-Oro 

12- Agbeia 
13- 0dekeye 
16- Papa 
17--Lattinde 

(see W.N.:f:.N. 242 of 19~1) , 

Description.of Constituency Area 
-. 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~ -s· ..... .... 
c 
::1 

~ 

-b .., 
:I: 
;:.:. 
"tl 
:d .... 
r 
..... 
\0 
a-. 
N 

~ 
~ 
§' 
~ -
~ 
;;; ..... 
~· 

- ~ 
;:t 

•('> 
<;;· ..., 

'l 
\ .. , 
' '" . 



Division 

lBADAN- contd. 

• .. 
. ( 

Constituency 
N(}. 

. . . 46 

47 

48 

Constituency Name 

Ibadan South-East Suburban 

Ibadan South Central 

Ibadan South Suburban 

49 - Ibadan South-West Central. .. 

50 Ibadan South-West Suburban 

Description of Constituency Area 

(i) In the Ibadan City Council area, the Wards:-
21-22- Areas S 4-5 
23-24-Areas S 6 
38-39- Areas E 3-4 
(see W.N.L.N. 238 of 1961). 

(ii) In the Ibadan South District Council area, the Wards-
- 1~Aiyegun 
3--:-0ba Ado · 
4- Lafiku 
6- Ajota 
8- Laguna 

1_0- 0lode 
11- Rujobi 
14- Igbodo 
15- Apadi 
18- Lawande 

(see W.N.L.N. 242 of 1961). 
In the Ibadan City Council area, the Wafds-

.17-20- Aieas S 1-3 - · 
27-27- Area SW 1-2 
(see W.N.L.N. 238 of 1961). 

(i) In the Ibadan City Council area, the Wards-
25- Area S 7 

(see W.N.L.N. 238 of 1961); 
(ii) ·The Ibadan South-West District Council area 

(see W.N.L.N. 243 of 1961). 
In the Ibadan City Council area, the Wards-:-

28-33- Areas SW 3-7 
(see W.N.L.N. 238 of 1961). 

(i) In the Ibadan City Council are:1:, the Wards-
34:..35- Areas SW 8-9 
(see W .N.L.N. 238 of 1961); 

(ii) In the Ibadan West District Council area, the Wards-
1- 0mi-Adio · 
2- Siba 
3- Bakatari 
4- Arisere 
·S-Famuwa 
6- 0nigbagbo 
7- 0gUndele-Alako 
8- Abemc,· 

· . 9-0nikede 
·1 0-:-Kungbona 
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51 Ibadan North-\Vest Hlli'lll 

52 Ibadan North-West Suhttrban 

· Constituency Name 

.11- Iddo 
12- Koguo 

.• · 13- Erinwusi 
'(see W.N.L.N. 244 of 1961). 

In the Ibadan North District Council area, the Wards-
1- 0jedeji · 
2- Ijaiye I 
3- Ijaiye n 
4---'-Ajibade 
5- 0lorisa-Oko 
6- Mele/Okegbemi 
7- Alabata · 
8- Elekuru/Laleye 
9- Iroko 

10-0lode/Amosun 
11- 0nidundun 
12- 0jo-Emmo 
13- Akinyele 
14-Moniya 
15-Is"biyi/Irepodun 
16..,..-Ikereku •To·wn 
17- 0lanla 
18- 0boda 
19- Labode 
20- 0sanyidoyi 
21 - I wokoto . 
22- Talontan/Idi-Oro 

(see W.N.L.N. 239 of 1961). 
(i) In the Ibadan City Council area, the Wards-

9-10- Area N 6 
14-16- Areas NW 4-6 

46- Abadina (comprising Federal Registration ·Areas 
200/G 6$ C.E. and 200/G 47 K). . 

(see W.N.L.N. 238 of 1961); 
(ii) In the Ibadan West District Council Area, the Wards-

14- Akufo 
15- Araromi 
16- Apete 
17- Idi-ya 
18- Idi-Igba 
19- Akindele 
20- Akinware 
21 - 0lorunwe 

(see W.N.L.N. 244 of 1961). 
(iit:) In the Ibadan North District co·uncil area, the Ward.s-

23- Agoro 

; ... Description of Constitu.~>nr11 .a ¥ ~-

:..;.. 
' N 

:-...} 

~ 
~ 

·~ 
~-.... 
~- . 

~ 

\C) " >-,) . 

:J: 

~ 
~ -S' -"' "' N 

~ 
~ c:;· 
;:: 
!:) -
~ 
;:: 

"' .,.,. 

~-
. ~­
~ 

..;.. 
N 
00 

-~ 



J• 

. 
Division Constituency 

: No. · 
Constituency Name 

IBADAN- contd. 52 IbadanNorth-WestSuburban- contd. 

I SHAN .. . ... ... .. . 75 I shan West Central ... 

76 I shan North-West 

0NDO ..• ... ... .. . .. . 81 Ondo North-East I 

82 Ondo North-East II ... 

84 Ondo West II 

0SHUN ... 91 Ogbomosho_ North-East 

92 Ogbomosho North-West 

1 

(iiifin th~ Ib;;d;~ No~thDi;trict Council area, the Wards-
. 23- Agoro 

Description of Constituency Area 

24-Emi-Osa 
25- Arulogun 
2()- 0jo-o 
27- Ajibode/Laniba 

(see W.N.L.N. 239 of 1961). 
(i) The Irrua-Ewu District Council area (see W.R.L.N. 211 or 

1955); 
(ii) The Central !shan District Council area (see W.N.L.N. 225 

of 1961). 
(i) The Ivie-Uda-Esaba District' Council area (see \ V.R.L.N . 

212 of 1955); 
(ii) The West !shan District Council area (see W.N.L.N. 224 of 

1961). 
The· Akure District Council area (see W.R.L.N. 95 of 1955 as 

amended by W.N.L.N. 263 of 1961). . 
(i) The Idanre District Council area (see W.R.L.N. 135 of 1954 

as amended by W.N.L.N. 193 of 1961); 
(ii) The Ifedore District Council area (see W.R.L.N. 96 of 1955). 
(i) The Ile-Oluji-Okeigbo District Council area (see W .R.L.N . 

281 of1955); 
(ii) The Ondo Western District Council area (see W.R.L.N. 283 

of 1955); 
(iii) The Ondo Southern District Council area (see W.R.L.N . 

282 of 1955 as amended by W.R.L.N. 55 of 1959). 
In the Ogbomosho District Council area the Wards-

2-4-Abogunde 
13- Arowomole 

24-25- Ilogbo 
30-31- I sale Alasa 
34-35-:-Isale Affon 

36-Isale Ora 
37 -38-Lagbedu 

47-0ke Elerin B 
55-57- Saja 
(see W.R.P.N. 157 of 1953 as amended by W.N.L.N. 422. of 

1960). . 
In the Ogbomosho District Council area, the TVards­

. 5-A~tuodo 

14-16- Gbede 
39-41- Masifa 
. 46- 0ke Elerin A 

58- Sabo 
59-60-:rara 
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93 Ogbomosho South-East 

94 Ogbomosho South-West . 

95 O:;hogbo North I 

96 Oshogbo North II 

97 Oshogbo South-East Urban . .. 

98 Oshogbo South-West Urban 

Constituency 
1\T~ 

Constituency Name 

(see W.R,P.N. 157 of 1953 as amended by W.N.L.l'-.i. 422 of- "'-
1966). . ' 

In the Ogbomosho District Council area, the ·wards-
18-23- ljeru 
26-29-.-Iressa 
42-43- 0gunbado 
44-45- 0ja Jagun ' .. 
48-50- 0ko · , 
(see W.R.P.N. 157 of 1953 as amended by W.N.L.N. 242 of 

1960). . 
In the Ugbomosho District Council area, the Wards-

1- Aaje 
6-8- Akata 

9 - 12~Ajawa . 
17- Ibapon 

32-33- Isoko , 
51- 0ke Olla 

52-54- 0shupa 
(see W.R.P.N. 157 of 1953 as amended bv W.N.L.N. 422 of 

1960). . "' -
In the Irepodun District Council area, the Wards-

8-11- 0lufon (Ifon) 
12-14- Elerin (Erin) 

· (see W.N.L.N. 175 of 1961). 
(i) In the OshogbQ. District Council area, the Wards-

19-21 Balogun Oshogbo 
(see W.R.P.N. 151 of 1953 as amended by W.R.L.N. 329 of 

1960); 
"(ii) In the lrepodun District Council area, the Wards-

1-7- 0lobu, Bara Ilobu (Ilobu) 
(see W.N.L.N. 175 of 1961). 

In the Oshogb,o District Council area, the Wards-
3-5- Ataoja C, D, and E 
10- Akogun Oshogbo A 

12-13- 0tun Jagun Oshogbo 
· 17- Esa Oshogbo 

18- Bale Gbo'1mi Oshogbo 
25-SaboOshogbo 

26-27- 0ba Oke, Oba Ile 
·28- Ilie 

(see W.R.P.N. 151 of 1953 as amended by W.R.L.N. 329 of 
1960). . 

In the Oshogbo District Council area, the Wards-
1 -2~Ataoja A and B 
6-7- Jagun Oshogbo 
8-9- Babakekere Oshogbo 
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Division 

.' 
0SHUN- contd. 

\VESTERN IJAW 

'1:· 

·constituency 
No. 

... 98 

102 

123 

Constituency Name 

Oshogbo South-West Urban- contd . 

Oshun South-East II 

·western Ijaw I 

o-/- jagun Ushogbo 
8-9--Babakekere Oshogbo 

Description ·of Constituency Area 

11- Akogun Oshogbo B 
14-Eketa Oshogbo · 

15-16--AJagba Oshogbo 
22-Ekerin Oshogbo 
23-Are::!go Oshogbo 
24-0tun Balogun Oshogbo 

(see W.R.P.N. 151 of 1953 as amended by W.N.L.N. 329 of 
1960). . . 

(i) The Aiyedade District Council area (see w:R.P.N. 144 of 
1953 as amended by W.N.L.N. 173 of 1961); 

(ii) The Orile-Owu District Council area (see W.N.L.N. 229 
of 1961). . · 

· (i) In the We;;tern ljaw Northern Dist;ict Council area, the 
Wards- · 

7-Abari 
8_:_Adagbabiri 
9- Asamabiri/Elemebiri/Ekperiware 

10- Kaloware /A ven 
11 -13- Patani 

14-Trofani 
15--Angoloma 
16_:_Toru Apelebiri/Boluo Apelebiri 
17- Boluo Angiama 
18- Toru Angiama/Owumbiri 
19-Sagbama 
20- Agoro/Agorogbene 
21-Kabiama 
22--0gobiri 
23--0kurnbiri/Eriama 
24-Avamassa 
25-Agbere 

26-27-Ebedebiri 
28-Agbidiama/Egb~:meo-Angalabiri 
29~Isampou 
30--Angalabiri 
31- Adodc 
32- Bulou Orua/Toru Orua 

·33- 0donibu 
34-0foni 
35-T}duovori 

(see W.N.L.N. 246 of 1961); . 
(ii) In the Western Ijaw Central District · Cou r,,cil area, the 

Wards- . 
1- AdPkagbene/Ogriagbene 
2-Akugl::iene I. · 
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124 Western Jjaw II 
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3- Akugbene II 
4-Bomadi 
5-Kpakiama 

· 6- Ezebiri 
7-0godobiri 
8- Kameta 
9- 0koloba 

1 0-11-Syama 
12- 0gbeinyama 

13 -15- Ayakoroma 
16- Kiagbodo 
17~Bikorogha 
31-Edegbene /Edemogbene 
3-2-Kpukpugbene /Oboro 
33- Nkorogha 

34-35-0kpokunou 
· 18-Gbekebor 

19- 0gbeingbene/Okirika 
· 20-0gbodobirill wurogbodo IV ghotor 

(see W .N:L.N. 247 of 1961). 
(i) The Westen~ !jaw Southern District Council area (see 

W.N.L.N. 245 of 1961); 
(ii) In the Western Ijaw Northern District Council area, the 

Wards-
1- Adagbabiril Kunou I Angalaweighene fLalagbene 
2-Akede 
3- IsoniiOsiama 
4- Aleibiri 
5-0doni 
6- AyamabeniniOgbosunw_areiTorubenni 

(see W.N.L.N. 246 of 1961); 
(iii) In the Western !jaw Central District Council area, the 

Wards-
21-Abadiama I Grangbene /Ebeberegbene 
22-Ekogbe'ne/EkumugbeneiOrugbene 
23-Amabulou 
24-F outorugbene IObirigbene 

25-26-0jobo 
27 -28- Peretorugbane 

29-Ekeremor I Amameghagbene 
30-Ndoro 

.36-37- Tuomo 
3 8-0gbodogbene 
39- Tamegbe 
40- Tugbebe · 
41 - Torugbene 

(see W.N.L.N. 247 of 1961). 
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[CHIEF AKlNTOLA] 

:\s the House is awilre, ~tiL\n H llf th~ 
Constitution for 'vV ~ste~ N igeria makes 
provision for the division of the Region into 
constituencies "in such manner as the 
competent authority, acting with the approval 
of each Legislative House of the Region 
signified by resolution, may prescribe". . The 
"competent authority" · is the Electoral 
Commission of the 'Region and it is that 
Commission which has put forward the 
proposals contained in the resolution. ~ 

As hon. Members know, the existing 
Regional constituencies are described in 
terms of the Local Government Councils 
contained within them. Since July 1960, 
when. the Electoral Districts (Establishment) 
Proclamation was published, a number of 
new Loca1 Government Councils have been 

. created, with the result that the descriptions 
of a number of constituency areas are no 
longer expressed in up-to-date terms. The 
Electoral Commission has accordingly thought 
it desirable that the necessary amendments 
should be made to the description of those 
areas and has been advised by the Law 
Officers that the appropriate way for this to 
be done is to have its proposals placed before 
the Legislature for approval by resolution. 

The House will wish to -have an ass~rance 
that these proposals do not in any way seek 
to alter the area or boundaries of any of the 
constituencies referred to in the Schedule to 
·he Motion. I t • would be contrary to the 
Constitution were any attempt to be made to 
do this now. Section 14 of the Constitution 
says that the division of the Region into 
constituencies . shall be reviewed by the 
competent authority at intervals of not less 
than eight and not more than ten years, 
provided that such a review may be. carried 
out as a result of ~he census of the population. 

Hon. Members will observe that these 
proposals are not of a controversial nature: 
they only ,seek to bring existing legislation 
up to date. I commend the Motion for the 
approval of the House. 

• •l • 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. 

D r Onabamir o: I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 

ChiefF. Oputa-Otutu (Aboh West) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to oppose the proposal. 
(Cheers from Opposition Benches) . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, in the ·. first place, I 
consider the proposal uncalled for because I 

. do not believe the Premier when he said that 
· the people of these areas have been consulted 

and that they have given their consent. 

"'~ .. ·. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Premier also said that 
the- propos~ i::> non-«lntrov~n>ial. l J n)t 
agree with him. · Akoko Oke, which· is 
usually known as Akoko Edo, has been in the 
news for quite a long time. It is one of those 
areas that are included, Sir, in the recent 
Motion passed by the Federal House when 
they tabled the Motion for the Midwest 
State; and to say, · Sir, that Akoko Oke or 
Akoko Edo is non-controversial is untrue . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, in 1959 when. the p roposal 
to re-name certain constituencies in the 

-,Region o·r to revise the 62 constituencies of 
this Region into 124 was :r;:nade, there was · 
appointed, Sir, a Committee of this House, 
on which the_ Opposition was represented, 
and I would like to say, Sir, that I was a 
member. We looked into the proposals 
and suggested some amendments which were · 
later approved by this House. Mr Speaker, 
Sir, in this case the Opposition was never 
consulted. I believe, Sir, that the people of 
Akoko · Edo have not been consulted also. 
What is the basis of my . belief? Mr Ayeni, · 
who is a Member of the House of Representa­
tives and represe;nts Afenmai Division in that 
House, is one of those who supported the 
Motion for the creation of the Midwest 
State, and he has never, at any time, ind.i~ated 
Sir, that the people would have this D ivision 
or constituency re-named. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, with these few cor:nments, · 
I beg .to oppose. · r · 

, The Parliamentary Secr etar y to the 
Minister of Finance (Mr D. K . Olumofin) : 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the 
Motion, and while doing so, I would like to 
express the gratitude of the "people of Akoko 
to the Government. (Opposition Benches: . 
Are you a representative of that area?). Yes, 
I represent Akoko as a whole. I am expres­
sing the gratitude of the people of Akoko and, 
as far as I know, we have only ·one Akoko. 
In the past, of course, due to what used to be 
called "administrative convenience", the olO 
colonial, , bureau.cratic Government used to 
slice one tribe or one family into two. . The . 
yearning of Akoko for this change has now 
been granted. I want to speak specifically 
now about Akoko South and Akoko N orth. 
I think that in future, . when constituency 
boundaries come to be re-dcliminated, 
.Government will give the people a further 
opportunity to express a greater measure of 
gratitude by seeing to it that Akoko North 
and Alioko South · have each two constit­
uencies and I think the result of the next 
census will justify this . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 
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Mr S. 0. Oyewole (lbadan Central Mover of this Motion, in the past saw, ·any 
West): Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to oppose necessity for bringing up this Motion in this ·. 
this Motion. The reason why I oppose it is honourable House, I think it could have 

· because J, remember that in July last year, been done long before now. · (Cheers from ' ' 
when the Government of this Region 'wanted the Opposition Benches). 
to create some more districts in Ibadan, we, 
NCNC had a majority in Ib~d~n and this 
bad proposal. .... . (Laughte1· and Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: NP.C or NCNC? 

Mr Oyewole: 

Mr Speaker: 
(Laughter). ' 

NCNC. 

Oh, I beg your pardor;. 

l\fr Oyewole: I have one aspect of the 
question. which I wish to bring to the floor 
of this House, and that is the practice r.)f the 
Government to the Opposition. Defore the 
creation of more districts in Ibadan at all, 
we people of Ibadan disagreed that we did 
not want more districts, but the Government 
refused. 

Mr Speaker: Ord~r, ord~r. On point 
of relevancy .or irrelevancy. This Motion 
does not seek to create new districts or new 
constituencies. It only deals with renaming. 
It is not regrouping, and anything that comes 
contrariwise to that I shall rule out of order. 

~r Oyewole: I really understand, but 
what I am trying to point out is this, Mr 
Speaker Sir. In the first place, in Ibadan 
here, we have Ibadan Central East according 

. to the new ..... . (Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: Order, order. In this 
Motion there is no mention of lbadan. 

·, _1\:!r Oyewole: Page 18, Sir, under "De­
' scription of Constituency Area" .. . (Interrup-

tions): · 

Mr Speaker: Order, order. May I 
airectthe hon. Member's attention to the fact 
that he is dwelling on another Motion which 
has not yet come before this House. We are 
only dealing with the Mot-ion on the Order 
Paper. · · 

Mr' Oyewole: At any r~te the Govern­
men~ could · have done this before this time 
and } hat is· the reason why I oppose it. 
(Laughter). . . 

' . 
.. , Mr T. ·E. Igugu (Urhobo Central East): 
Mr Speak~r, Sir, I rise to oppose this Motion. 

. In ,doing so l wish to state that Constituency 
' Nos 5• and 6, 117, 118 are within the Midwest 
'RegiOn, a E.egion which the Federal Govern­

- ' ment is doing its best to carve out from 
the Western Region. 

Mr Speaker, ·Sir, I think that this Motion 
1s very untimely. If the hon. Premier, the 

Mr Speaker, Sir, hon. Members are no 
doubt aware that there has been a very long' ', 
controversy over the question of whether ~~ 
Afenmai North-East I, should be Akoko-Pke' 
or not. I think this Motion is merely' 
intended to carve out what we knew in the .. 
past, and what we still know to be Afenmai.', 
Division, from the Midwest Region. 

~ • J . 

Turning to Constituencies 117 and 118; :r 

I am very sorry, Sir, that the Minister for )r 
Midwest Affairs is not here. · Urhobo, as we · · 

. very well know, consists ·o_f three districts, 
the Western Urhobo district, · the Central 
Urhobo district and the Eastern Urhobo 
district, and I think that was why it was in 
the past known as Urhobo East I, Urhobo i. 
East II, Urhobo Central .. East, Urhobo -·~ · 
Central West, and 'Vestern Urhobo . I and 
Western Urhobo II. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Mover of this Motion 
has not been able to tell us any reason why •' . 
he should like to style Urhobo East I as hoko · 
North and Urhobo East II as Isoko . South. 
We who are from Urhobo Division know 
very well that we belong to the same stock. 
I would very much like to know from the 
Mover of this Motion why he should like 
to change Urhobo East I and Urhobo East II 
to Isoko North and lsoko South, without 
c.onsultation too. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, as far as all the Constit­
uencies connecting the Midwest Region' in 
this Motion · are concerned I very much like 
the hon. Premier to withdraw. · · 

With these ' few remarks, I beg to oppqse 
this Motion. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the . 
Minister of Education (Mr R. A. Olusa): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I support this Motion . 
because it sought to do nothing other than 
to remove anachronisms that remain in the 
former Electoral Law; and in doing ·so, Sir, 
I wish to say it has satisfied the desire and 
wishes of all of . us who live in the areas 
named in the amendments proposed. We · 
in Akoko have always desired to be ·identified 
with our · name, Akoko, and the alteration is 
clqne to satisfy our wishes. · Akoko, which 
was wrongly termed Akoko Edo, was Akoko 
Oke, and this amendment has done the right 
thing to rename it what it should rightly be 
named, and that is Akoko-Oke. 
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[MR 0LUSA] 

It is an anachronism to leave it as Akoko­
Edo or Afenmai district. It is unfortunate 
that we were cut and joined to Benin by the 
old bureaucratic Government. Akoko-Okc 
is part and parcel of Akoko, and it shall 
remain part and parcel of Akoko for ever. 

The hon. Member for Aboh challenged the 
Premier that he did not consult the Members 
of the Opposition. · (Government Benches: 
Who are those who were not consulted. Was 
it him?) I know every part of the Region. 
I know more of Aboh than the Member for 
Aboh himself and the Member for Urhobo 
who spoke. · An Isoko man would never like 
to be called Urhobo but Isoko. Yes, you 
.people have not been to any part of lsoko. 
I travelled to all parts of the Midwest and I 
travelle'd to all , parts of Isoko. I know all 
the nooks and corners of Isoko. (Laughter) . 

This amendment affects ··part of Owo 
Division, part of Urhobo, which is now 
correctly named Isoko. (Interruptions). Mr 
Speaker, Sir; we express our gratitude to the 
Regional Government for this amendment. 

. · Mr E. 0. Imafidon (Benin Central East): 
Mr Speaker, · Sir, we are opposing this on 
the following grounds: It is usual for any 
Government, before it renames a place, to 
consult the people of the area. · I challenge 
this Government to a referendum in Akoko 
Edo area. (Interruptions). I am sure the 
people will oppose the renaming of this area 
as proposed by the Government. Suspend 
this Bill and go back to · the people (Inter­
ruptions). (Government · Bench: We have 
been consulted). 

It has been in the news that the Govern­
ment of this Region is trying to carve out 
Akoko Oke and Warri from the Midwest, 
and I think, Sir, that as my hon. colleague 
on the other side of the House has already 
known, this is not the right time that such a 
Motion should be brought before this House. 
It is out just to prejudice ' the course of the 
Motion proposed by the Federal Parliament . 
.So we oppose this Bill. 

Chief Akintola: May I say this, that 
the Government is prepared to accept any 
challenge provided it is reasonable and logical. 
(Cheers from Government Benches). No un­
reasonable challenge will ever be accepted 
by . us. I do hope that hon. Members 
followed closely what I said in introducing 
this debate. The recommendations for alter­
ing the names _were submitted by the Electoral 
Commission; the hon. Member will therefore 
have to study· his Constitution carefully. The 
Electoral Commission is an in<;iependent body 

·' 

set up by, and with a chairman appointed by, 
the Fe~eral Government. If you have any .. 
complamt at all, the best thing is to direct 
your complaint to the Electoral Commission. 
(Applause). May I Gay, too, that the attitud~ 
of the hon. Members opposite me vvas 
dic~ated. by their-shall I say-ignorance, 
whtch rna) not be . the appropriate Parlia­
mentary language; I might say it was due to 
the ' inadequacy of their geographical 
knowledge. (Cheers from Government 
Benches). 

But, after all, the area formerly described 
as Afenmai North-West I is geographically 
within the area now known as Akoko-Oke. 
By giving accurate geographical nomenclature 
to an area, is one not acting within the bounds 
of reason? Is it contended that the ar·ea is 
not Akoko-Oke? If it is so, th~n the Com­
mission is recommending an appropriate 
name for the area; and if you move dovvn 
Afenmai North-West II, the onlydifference -
Sir, is to change 'it to Afenmai North-West: 
If you have .not got North-West I, why must · 
you have North-West II? Now, what is 
being removed in that place is the figure 
"II"; Afenmai North-West remains simply 
without North.:.West II. · · 

The han. ·Memb~r-Oputa-Otut~-well 
after all, i~ he becomes a king in his owi'l are~ 
tomorrow, which is not unlikely, the choice 
may fall on . him, .when perhaps, lobsters, . 
fishes, along the creeks may want to choose 
a' king-(Laughter and interruptions). I am 

· quite sure that if Oputa-Ot~tu decides to 
become a king, he won't be His Highness · 
Oputa-Otutu II but he would sign Oputa.: 
Otutu simply; it is only when a son.of his or a 
descendant of his in future becomes a _,king 
for the tribe that they will have Oputa.:.o't·utu · 
II in the case here, they have put "Afenmai 
North-West II" instead of leaving : it as 
"Afenmai North-West", simply. This is 
logical and reasonable: there is nothing to 
oppose in it and, further, he has told me he 
has agreed to drop the first "II''. 

Now, . I refer to Owo North I and Owo 
North II. All these two places are in Akoko 
area, not in Owo and, geographically, it is 
wrong to describe these areas as Owo; and, 
since the area is Akoko, the proper thing is 
to change it to its proper description, that is, 
Akoko North and Akoko South. What is 
wrong in giving a rrian . his own proper name? 
(Opposition Benches: The people did not ask 
for the change of their name). I am not going 
to the question of renaming or not renaming; 
it is the proper geographical description 
which is being given here. · 

:Urhobo East I at1d Urhobo East II, all of 
them are in Isoko area, and hy usmg the . 

... 
---- ·-~·-
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wqrds "Urhobo I". and "Urhobo Ir' you are 
misleading a lot of people. What has 
happened here is to give the name its proper 
description. If you want to name a constit­
uency in Ife, or. you want to name a 
constitl,lency in Oshogbo, why ·must you give 
it. an Ibadan description? And for a constit­
uency in Ibadan why must you say "Lagos 
North-West II" or "Lagos North-West III"? 
What we are trying to do here is to agree with 
the Electoral Commission because what have 
been recomr.hended are reasonable and fair. · 

I understand one hon. Member said that 
this may_ be_ us~d as a pretext for renaming, 
for · re-d1stnbutmg, for- re-dividing Ibadan 
area. · Where is the· need, where is the 
relevancy in it? If there is any local author­
ity area you don't want, all you need do is to 
get to the area and call the people and tell 
them to disband their councils, and if they 
agree by a unanimous resolution, the hon. 
Minis.ter ~f I:.:ocal Government is prepared 
to d1ssolve 1t. (Opposition Benches: He 
won't do it). But it is one thing fvr a man to 
speak. here; it is one thing for a man to make a 
declaration here within the cool embrace of 
the legislative hall, but it is a different thing 
to go to a constituency and tell the people in 
the area that the independence given them 
to manage their own affairs does not befit 
them. May I repeat that I shall allow the 
hon. Member for Ibadan to go to any of 
these areas and request people to dissolve. 
The man who ·does not want independence, 
not even he will dare go to any area to tell 
tl;erp. to dissolve their councils.· So I do 
h:ope th~t . with this simple explanation, my 
good Fnend Oputa-Otutu-he too has agreed 
that this is a legitimate request-will accept 
the Motion. (Applause). 

Question put. 

The House Divided: 
Ayes-59; Noes::_16. 

AYES 

1. Alhaji D. S. -Adegbenro ' 
2. Mr Y. Adekunle · 
3. MrS. T. Adelegan 
4. Mr J. G. Adeniran 
5. Alhaji A. L. Adenekan 
6. Mr S. S. A. Adeniya 
7. Mr A. A. Adesa'nya 
8. Mr M.A. Adewunmi 
9. ·Mr J. 0. Adeyemo 

10. Mr N. A. Adibi 
11. Chief A. 0. Adeyi 
12. Mr J. 0. Adigun 
13. Mr E. Aina 

' Regional Constitl.tencies 

14. Mr A. Ajibola 
·15. Mr C. I. Akere 
16. Mr S . A. Akerele 
17. MrS. 0. Akerele 
18. Mr A. 0. Akingboye 
19. ChiefS. L. Akintola 
20. Oba C. D. Akran 
21. Mr I. 0. Aniyi 
22. Mr R. 0. Areola 
23. Mr E. B. Arowojolu 
24. Mr M. Atie . 
25. Mr D. Atolagbe 
26. Mr J. E. Babatola 
27. Mr A. A. Babayemi 
28. Rev. I. Edeki 
29. Chief G. E. Ekwejunor-Etchic 
30. Chief A. A. Fadayiro 
31. Mr B. 0. Fawehimi 
32. Mr A. Fetuga 
33. Mr 0. 0. Gbolahan 
34. Mr J. 0. Kehinde 
35. Mr N. A. B. Kotoye 
36. Mr R. A. Lana ·· 
37. Chief J. A. 0 .. Odebiyi 
38. Mr J. 0. Odigie 
39. Mr J. A. Odutuga ' 
40. Mr D. Ogundiran 
41 . . Mr J. A. Ogunmuyiwa 
42. ·Mr Y. Ogunt~ye 
43. Mr E. 0. Oke 
44. Mr S. A. Okeya · 
45. Mr B.'Olaniyan 
46. Mr I. A. Olukoju 
47. Mr D. K. Olumofin 
48. Mr R. A. Olusa 
49. Dr}. 0. Omitowoju 
50. Dr S. D. Onabamiro 
51. Mr D. 0. Orowole . 
52. Mr I. A. Ositelu 
53. MrS. A. Otubanjo 
54. Mr. D. A,. Popoola 
55. Mr S. A. Sanni 
56. Mr C. A. Williams 
57. ChiefS. A. Tinubu 

Tellers for the Ayes 
58. Mr S. A. Layonu 
59. Alhaji Z. A. Opaleye 

NOES 

1. Mr }. 0. Abioshun 
2. Mr M.A. Adedigba 
3. Mr A. A dis a 
4. Mr J. A. Ajuwon 
5. Mr A. Atohengbe 
6. Mr T. E . Elushade 
7. ·Mr T. E. Igugu 
8. Mr W. Aghahowa ·' 

9. Mr P. V. Okwesa 
10. Mr c.·o. Olamigoke 
11. Mr J. 0 . Omokowajo 
12._.Chief F . Oputa-Otutu 
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13. M r J. A. Riemu 

H. l\lr A. S. Somotln 

Tellers for the Noes 
15. MrS. 0. Oyewole 
16. Mr E. 0. Imafidon 

Renaming of Regional Constituencies 

ChiefS. L. Akintola: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I beg to move that this House approve the 
proposal of the Electoral· Commis~ion of the 
Region to rename : 

. C·)nstituency 5, Menm.ai North-West I, 
as A koko-Oke; -

C .:>nsti tuency 6, Afenmai North-West' I I 
asAfenmai North-West; . . · , ' 

Constituency 103, Owo North I, as 
Akoko 'North; 

Constituency 104, · Owo North II, as 
Akoko South; 

Constituency 117, Urhobo East I, as 
Isoko North; 

Constituency 118, Urhobo·· East II, as 
Isoko South. 

These proposals have been made by . the 
competent authority acting in accordance 
with section 14 of the Constitution. The 
proposals to re-name all of Afenmai North­
West II were received . by .me from the 
representatives of the coffimunities concerned 
and placed before the Electoral Commission 
of the Region to determine whether it may 
make proposals for, the re-naming of the 
Constituencies concerned. The Electoral 
Commission has done this and at the same 
time proposes the consequential alterations of 
the same and that the name of Constituency 
No.6 should read "Afenmai North-West", 

I should like to emphasise that these 
proposals do not alter the existing boundaries 
of the constituencies; and may , I explain 
that I have been advised that, consequent 
upon the Motion just passed, it is necessary 
specifi'cally to alter them in order to give the 
new ·names specifically in a Motion flowing 
out of the first one. 

· Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move this 
formally and to say that this evokes no fresh 

.- debate. It is in a pure legalistic form, 
which more ot less flows from the Motion 
just passed. (Applause). 

Chief Odebiyi: I beg to second. 

-Question proposed. 

Question ;Put and agreed to. 

Description of Constituency Areas 

Chief S. L. Akintola: I beg to move 
the Motion standing against my name-

"That this House do now apprcve ·the 
proposal of the Electoral Commission of 
the Region to re-describe as set out in the 
Schedule attached to this Motion the · areas 
of certain of the Regional Constituencies 
established by the Schedule to the Electoral 
Districts (Establishment) Proclamation · 
1960, published as \V.R.L.N. 226 .of 1960: 

This does ·not evoke any debate at all. 
Since these constituencies were created there 
has been a fresh division of wards;. some -
constituencies now contain many more 
wards than they contained originally. Since 
constituencies are described with reference 
to the wards within the Local Government 
areas constituting constituencies, it is neces­
sary to re-des<.;ribe · all these constituencies 
in the . lig}:l.t of the new Local Government 
boundaries created as a result ofthe creation 
of the new. wards. ' 

One hon. Member.mentioned, not long ago, 
changes that have taken place in Ibadan. 
The description of constituencies · in Ibadan 
will now be in line and in keeping with th~ 
creation of the new local government areas; . 
and if hon. Members go through the Schedule 
here, they will find that the only · changes _ 
will be in the last columh giving a descrjption '· 
of the wards within each constituency. I 'do . 
not think that this will necessarily evoke any 
controversy at all. Where a constituency 
contained originally forty wards, as a result 
of recent adjustments the number of wards 
have risen to forty-four. All that is being 
done is to re-describe the wards comprising 
the constituency. It therefore confirms 
what previous administrative arrangements 
have been made and I do not think that 
Members will pick any quarrel with so clear 
an action of the Government. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. 

Chief Odebiyi: I beg to second. · 

Question proposed. 

Question put and agreed to. 
•. 

INCOME TAX '(AMENDMEN:T) BILL 
SECOND READING 

Order for Second Reading read. 



> 

4-47 Incomf! Tax .(Amendment) . 9TH APRIL, . 1962 
. . . .. . . . 

. Bill- Second Reading 448 

·The Minister of Finance (Chief J. A. 0. 
Odebiyi): Mr Spe'aker, Sir; I · rise to move 
the Second Reading of a Bill for a Law to 
further amend the Income Tax Law. 

I have it in command from His Excellency 
the Governor, in accordance with section 
26 (2) of the Constitution of \Vestern Nigeria, 
to convey his recomrp.endatiqn for considera-
tion of this .Bill. · 
. The purpose of this Bill is two-fold: first, 

to provide for a re-organisation of income tax 
administration in the Region and, secondly, 
to provide for the imposition, assessm nt and 
collection of a development contribution 
from every taxable adult in · the Region. 
(Hear, hear). Clause 1 of the Bill provides . 
that the · Bill shall be deemed to have come 
into operation on 1st April, 1962. 

Two years ago, the assessment and collec­
tion of income tax from every taxable adult 
in the Region were made the responsibility 

· .of Local Authorities and, as ·a result of a 
"further amendment to the Law which was 
enacted a year later, the Regional Tax Board 
took over. from the Local Authorities the 
administration of income tax from employed 
persons in the Region. This is what is 
generally known as the "Pay As You Earn" 
Scheme. By the sm,ne amendment, respon­
sibility for the administration of income tax 
on non-Mricans was vested . in the Board. 
In section 65A, sub-.section (3) of the Law, 
the whole of the revenue · collected from the 
taX imposed by the Law has, since 1960, 
been allocated to Rating Authorities. As 
I did mention in· my Budget Speech last 
week a tremendous success has been made 
of the "Pay As You Earn" Scheme-that is, 
income tax from empl9yed persons. Within 
one year qf its inception, no less than £1 
million has been collected from this source 
(Hear, hear). Unfortunately, the same thing 
cannot be said of income-· tax from self­
emp~oyed persons which is administered by 
Local Authorities. The following compara-

. tive figures relating to the 1959-60 and 1960,. 
· 61 years of assessment would help to illustrate 
this point: 

Taxed 
Districts 

Abeokuta ... 
Akure 
Benin City ... 
Ibadan 
Ijebu-Ode; .. 
Ilesha · 
Sapele 

1959-60 
Assessment 

(by the 
Regional 

Tax Board) 
£ s d 

11;256 11 8 
19,667 3 11 
19,318 4 7 
61,967 4 1 
12,032 9 . 4 
17,120 10 3 
15,671 14 3 

Collection 

£ s d 
4,600 . 7 6 
8,769 18 6 
8,656 . 9 3 

' 14,719 19 8 
5,424 1 10 
3,207 2 7 

12,066 5 ' 0 

1960-61 that is to say the period during which 
Local Authorities were given · 

responsibility for assessment and 
collection 

£ s d £ s d 
Abeokuta ... 5,258 2 8 . 2,537 9 1 . 
Akure · 2,353 6' 0 .,, 1,219 16 3 
Benin City ... , 11,552 8 J1 2,139 4 5 
Ibadan 2,650 0 0 1,154 0 - 0 
Ijebu-Ode ... 3,528 19 ' 6 1,364 12 4 
Ilesha 2,160 14 3 1,166 18 8 
Sapele 6,245 11 6 161 811 
I wouid like to repeat, Sir, that as again~t th~ 
year 1959-60, when the assessment in Sapele 
was £15,000 ,odd and the col1et.tion £12,000 
odd, when the Local Authority took over the 
assessment and collection the figure £15,000 
which was the assessment the previous year 
dropped to £6,245 and the collection was 
limited to £161 8s 11d. 

The figures I have quoted reveal a wide 
gap between assessment and collection 
respectively for the two years fot the taxed 
districts Il1.entioned. They also go to show 
how ineffective the Local Authorities are in . 
the administration of income tax placed under 
their control. Considering the poor per­
formance of the Local Authorities in the 
administration of income tax under their 
control, there is no doubt that Government's 
decision to introduce the Pay As You Earn 
system was indeed a wise one as this system l 

ensures a steady in-flow · of revenue Jrom · 
inc..ome tax. 

It is, however, bad training in citizenship 
to allow the burden of taxation to fall only 
on people who are in regular paid employment 
while well-to-do members of the ·community;. 
namely, lawyers, doctors, contractors, trans- · 

, port owners and big traders are allowed to 
_ enjoy, as it were, a tax holiday. :r'o improve . 

upon the efikiency of income tax administra- · 
tion in the Region the following provisions 
have been made in the Bill under clauses 5 
and 13'. 

The functicns of Area Assessment Com­
mittees and the Rating Authorities with ' 
respect to the assessment and collection of. 

· income tax shall be limited to persons who are · 
not subject to the Pay As You Earn system · 
and whose individual total income fer any year 
of assessment is within. the range of £50 to 
£300. The attention of hon. Members is 
invited to clause 8 cf the Bill which confers 
powers on the Regional Tax Board in relation:,.-· 
to Area Assessment Committees and Ratin.g 
Authorities. These bodies will now be 
required to discharge their functions under the 
Income Ta."< Law subject to the advice of the 
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Regional Tax Board. Under clause 7 of the 
Bill the Regional ·Tax Board shall now be 
responsible-that is, in addition to the Pay 
As You Earn Scheme and income tax on 
non-Africans~for the direct assessment and 
collection of incomf. ta~ in respect of persons 
whose individual total income for any year 
of assessment exceeds £300. In other 
words, .the administration of income tax on-

( a) self-employed professionals such as 
doctors, lawyers; and 

(b) big traders and contractors etc.; 

will now be undertaken by the Regional Tax 
Board assisted by Area Assessment Commit­
tees and Rating Authorities. 

To cope with its increased functions, and 
to provide representation for the Opposition, 
clause 6 of the Bill provides for an increase 
in the number of independent members on 
the Regional Tax Board from five to seven, 
ttus increasing the total membership of the 
Board from ten to twelve. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I should now .like to deal 
with the provisions which have been made 
under clause 13 of the Bill with regard to 

·Development Contribution and the allocation 
of revenue from Income Tax and Devel-

. opment Contribution. 

My x:espected colleague, the han. Mini~ter 
of Economic Planning and Community 
Development has already laid on the Table 
of this House the Government's Development 
Plan for 1962-68 which provides for an 
estimated total capital expenditure of roughly 
'£90 million. . Approximately £23 million of 
this is expected to come from our internal 

· resources and the balance of £45 million is 
expected in the form of loans. and grants 
from both internal and external sources . 
This leaves a gap of about £22 million to be 
filled from Government resoprces. As I did 
mention in my Budget Speech last week, 
one notable revenue feature in the past year, 
that is, 1961-62, has been the ' apparent reces­
sion in revenue from our traditional sources. 
For. instance, whereas actual revenue from 
export duty on e;ocoa amounted to £55 
million in 1959-60, the revised estimated 
revenue from this source for 1961-62 has 
been put at £2.1 million. In other words, 
within · an interval of' roughly three years the 
revenue yield from export duty on cocoa has 
fallen by as much as £3 million: To ensure 
that Government has necessary funds to 
meet its increasing commitments, provision 
is made under clause 13 of the Bill for the 
imposition of a Development Contribution 

in every year of assessment upon the charge- · 
able income · of 'every taxable person in 
the Region. · 

Still on this point I should like to refer 
Members again to clause 5 which confer 
responsibility on Area Assessment . Commit­
te~s and Rating Authorities for the assessment 
and collection of Development Contribution 
from persons whose individual total income 
for any year of assessment is between £50. 
and £300 and who are not persons covered 
by the Pay As You Earn· Scheme. The 
functions of assessment and collection of the · 
Development Contribution in respect of the 
employed persons an,.d those whose individual 
total income in an area of assessment exceeds 
£300 are conferred on the Regional Tax 
Board by clauses 7 and 13 . 

Finally, Mr Speaker, Sir, may I, with your 
permission, deal bric.fly with the remainder 
of the provisions under clause 13 concerning 
the disposal of revenue from Income Tax · 
and Development Contribution. -

In future, that is, with effe( t from · 1st 
April this year, revenue from Income Tax 
collectc.d by Rating Authorities - will be 
retained by" them. Revenue from . Income 
Tax and Development Contribution imposed 
by the Income Tax Law and revenue from 
each Division cullected by Rating Authorities· 
shall accrue to the Government. 

As the bulk of tax payers in the Region are 
within the income range of £50 to £300 per 
annum, it is expected that the . proposed 
revenue allocation arrangements will ensure 
for the Local Authorities a substantial amount 
of income. In this connection, may , I, in 
conclusion, Mr Speaker, Sir, implore han. 
Members of both sides of this House to use 
their good offices to ensure that Area Assess- · 
ment Committees and Rating Authorities in 
their constituencies carry out efficiently their 
functions as provided in this Bill. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. · 

The Minister of .Local Government 
(Alhaji D. S. Adegbenro): I beg to secbnd. 

Question proposed. 

Fudher Debate on the Income Tax (Amend­
ment) Bill adjourned till Tuesday, 12th April, 
1962. . 

Sitting suspended at 11.50 a.m. 

. Sitting resumed at 12.30 p.m. 

(Mr Deputy Speaker in the Chair). 
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THE STAMP ·DUTIES BILL 
! . SECOND READING 

Order for Second Reading read. 

Chief J. A. 0. Odebiyi: I rise to move 
the Second Reading of a Bill for a Law to 
am~nd ~he ~tamp Duties Law. · 

I have it in command from His Excellency 
the Governor, in accordance with section 
26 (2) of the Constitution of Western Nigeria 
to convey his recommendation for the 
consideration of the Bill. 

. Under the Law as it stands, . the British 
R:~d Cross Society is exempted from the 
payme!lt of stamp duty on receipts given for 
or upon the payment of money amounting 
to £2 or upwards. The purpose of this Bill 
is to grant a similar exemption to the ~igerian 

· Red Cross Society which was created by a 
Federal Act in 1960, and to discontinue the 
existing exemption granted to the British 
Red Cross Society. 

Uon. _Members will wish to know that the 
Nigeria Red Cross Society has made a similar 
approach to -other · Governments of the 

· Federation and it is understood that these 
other Goyernments are already taking ~teps 
to meet the Society's wish. _ 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg_ to move. 

Alhaji Z. A. Opal eye: I beK to second. 
. . 

Question proposed. · 

· Mr Adeoye Adisa (Ibadan South-East 
Rural): I am not opposing this Bill but 
supporting .it. We note with great satisfac­
tion the fact that the Nigerian Red Cross 
Society has taken over from the British Red 
Cross Society, and this is a very good thing 
for al_l African nationalists. For this reason, 
we do support the Bill whole-heartedly. 

_ Question pz;t and agreed to. · 

Bill accordingly read a Second. time and 
committed to a Committee of the whole House. 

Bill immediately considered in Committee. 
(In th~ Committee).· 

Clauses 1 and 2 agreed to. 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair). 

Bill repo:rted without amendments, . read a 
Third time, and passed. 

1962-63 APPROPRIATION BILI; 
SECOND READING 

Adjourned Debate on Question (4th April)­
. "That the Bill be read a Second time". 

Question again proposed. 

Mr Y. Adekunle (Oshogbo South-East 
Urban): .I rise to support the 1962-63 
Appropriation Bill, and I heartily c ngratulate 
the Mini~ter of Finance for the able way he 
has presented the · Bill. Having :ooked 
carefully through the speech of the hon. 
Minister, it is' no gainsay that the speech 
covers aU that we require for the development 
of this Region. Sir, I shall have the following 
comments to make. 

Health.-Since it is the general belief that 
"Health is Wealth", my own interpretation 
is Health is foremost. The Government has 
planned the building of ho3pitals, . health 
centres, dispensaries and maternity centres 
into every nook and corner in this Region. 
May I seize this opportunity to say that the 
male ward in Oshogbo should be made up 
to _ date; the existing one is out-dated. 

Agriculture.-Since all that would be done 
in the field of Agriculture had been considered 
in the hon; Minister's speech, ·we all realise 
the establishment of Farm Settlements and 
Farm Institutes, and at this stage I will urge 
the Minister of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources to speed up work at the Oshogbo 
Farm Settlement and also to · include the 
rearing of pigs and poultry keep'ing in the 
project. 

'Roads.-The Action Group Government of 
this Region is s.e.cond to none in the whole 
Federation of Nigeria. The Government 
has almost completed the tarring of all 

. Trunk Rand C Roads in this Region. It has 
also taken into consideration 'the reconstruc­
-tion of the old bridges through the B.I.C.C. 
The old bridges were at times the causes of 
majot motor accidents; the Government also 
deserves the praise of the people of this· 
Region in this field. But I will like to 
remind the Government that one good turn 
deserves another. · The people of Oba-Ile,' 
Oba-Oke, all under Oshogbo District, are 
loyal to this Govern:ment. They are also 
law-abiding people and I believe that the 
tarring of the roads to these towns would be 
welcome. 

Water Schenie.-:-Three things are of im-·_ 
portance to human life: Airl · Water ·and. 
Food. Air is provided by nature; ' food :by. 
self. I believe . it is ' the responsibil_ity . of 
any Government to provide . 'water to its 
people, whether in the urban or in the rural 
ar~a. T~e Government of this Region is. 
domg all1t can about the supply or extens[on 
of water to rural areas. ·The people of Obale, 

· ,. 
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Oba-Oke ·and Ilie do travel as far as seven 
miles to · get brook water during the recent 
dry season. At this stage, I must let their 
feelings be known, and I appeal to the 

' · Minister of Works and Transport to extend 
the Oshogbo/Ede water supply to all these 
places. · 

We all realise why Government spends 
more and more on education every year. 

. The free primary school and . also adult 
·; education scheme have helped to wipe away 

mass illitt:;racy . in this Region. Other 
Governments copied . and · failed. The 

. G<:>Vernment also undertakes to ·pay all the 
teachers in both Primary and Secondary 

·.Grammar Schools, while. we all appreciate 
, all the~>e, I would rather appeal that teachers 

in , Secondary Modern Schools be paid their 
salarie~ rather than leave them at the mercy 
of, thetr managers or proprietors. In · the 
hon. Minister's speech he said that a Judicial 
Divi'sion of the High Court would be estab­
lished at Oshogbo; the people will heartily 
welcome this move. But I advise that the 

', Government would see to the urgent need 
·?f a High Court building that befits any 
.Judge. The present Council Hall building 
earn1arked would not serve the purpose. 

Before I come to the verge of my conclu-
. sion, I wish to say that His Excellency 

·reported that the development of University 
of Ife, under its Provisional Council, is 
·proceeding at a satisfactory rate. I appeal, 
on behalf of my people, ·that when the 
Varsity is completed, one of its constituent 
colJeges, which would be attached to the 
University, be located at Oshogbo. 

Mr Speaker, I beg to support. 

Mr R. 0. Areola (Ekiti South-East I): 
May I seize this opportunity to . congratulate 
the Western Nigeria Government on the 
carefully prepared Estimates, for 1962-63, 
couched and worded in a clear, simple, 
concise and elucidatory language under-

·standable even to the least educated Members 
of the House. The speech on the Estimates 

. is a credit to the teaching profession to which 
the Minister ' of Finance . and Lender of the 
House belongs. 

l\1r Speake:.r, Sir, ;,!. shall li~<e to speak 
very briefly on the econom1c measures 
which the Press has correctly and pungently 
termed "Austerity Measures". These ·meas­
ures, as we a're made to understand, were 

. taken as a result of an agreement reached by 
all the Governments of the Federation in 

their bid to find money . to finance their 
gigantic 1962-68 Development programme. 
But, Sir, this Government being the fore ­
runner of all the others, has had to. carry 
these measures to a pitch to which the other 
Governments, fearing the odium and the 
unpopularity arising therefrom, have hesitated 
or refused to follow. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, our industrial and 
economic development programme qepends, 
among other things, on our capital resources, 
our managerial ability and our labour force 
and the goodwill of the workers contented 
with their wages and the conditions of service. 
However co..:operative the civil servants 
may appear to be, however willing to make . 
sacrifices, we must remember that labour is . 
a _factor oLproduction, and unless it is given 
its due share of the national income it will 
be foolish and futile to expect m~ximum 
contribution from it. Moreover, Sir, labour 
is a mobile factor,· however slow the movement· 
may be. While we legislators. must not go 
back on our words on these measures the 
civil servants may. After all, :sir, w~ . are 
not mobile. Any of us who, through dis­
content abandons his seat in this House 
must . await future elections, if he ' intends t~ 
get to another Legislative House. We cannot 
change our seats here for seats in the Federal 
Legislature. But it is not so with the civil 
servants. If, Sir, our veteran Adebo becomes' 
dissatisfied with his salary and conditions of 
service, and he is willing to go to. the North 
or the East or the Federal Territory' of 
Lagos, any of the Governments will be 
prepared to have him. But if we . have not 
many Adebos, we ha~e at least near-Adebos 
who ure.equally envied by the other Gov.e·r~~ 
ments. Even if these people are too much 
married to this Region and wedded to their 
present occupations to move to other 'Regions, 
howc:ver adversely altered their terms and 
conditions of service may be, we must 

· remember, Sir, that future ~chool leavers 
will hesitate and think twice before entering' 
into the· Civil Service of this Region. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I have two suggestions to 
make about the "Austerity Measures" as far 
as they affect the civil servants: (1 J This 
Government should put pressure to bear on 
the other Governments of the ·Federation to · 
respect their pledge by raising their measures 
to the same level as those of Western Nigeria. 
Dut if they had given no such pledge, this 
Government, Sir, should try, by advice · and 
persuation, to induce them to do likewise. 
(2) This Governm<;nt, Sir, should, for once 
onJy, go back or,t its words as fa·r as civil 
servants are concerned, and remo;ve whatever · 
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is the excess of the measures ·and put these 

~: public servants on the same footing as their 

society. From now, Sir, steps must be taken 
to make the self-employed membe;·s of our 
society pay their full share of taxati -n. 

· counterparts in theN orth, the East and Lagos. Mr Speaker, Sir, one is gratified by the 
Mter all, apart from the Action Group, . inter-governmental co-operation in the fiscal 
what political party has been consistent in arrangements of this country. But the co­
this country? At one time the NPC would operation inust be on a footing of equality. 
not have ministerial posts which are today . There is room for improvement in the 
the object and aspiration of any member of arrangement which makes it possible for a 
that Party. The cry for a unitary form of Regional Government to have all the revenue 
Government was very loud in the mouth of accruing from its export duty on agricultural_ 
the NCNC who, later, thanks to the sagacity produce. but to have no voice in determining' 
and foresight of the Actio11 Group of Nigeria, the rates of duty to be · imposed. If this 
d~clared that . federalism was imperative. arrangement is unaltered, the Regional 
·Mr Speaker, Sir, if this Government errs on Governments are bound to feel that they are 
this score, it has got forerunners in the subject to the whims and caprices of a Federal 
NPC and NCNC. To be a good politician, Finance Minister and can be cheated any 
we need not be forward-looking always:· time ... Mr Speaker, Sir, the· Minister of 
we may sometimes be backward-looking at Finance of this Region should endeavour, in 
least to have a glance at our follov.-ers. consultation and co-operation with the other 

. . . . .Regional Finance Ministers, to persuade the ~·~ "· 
Mr Speaker, S1r, I am glad at the steps · Federal Government to allow them · have a · · • ~ 

being take_n by thi~ Gov:rnmerit, both - say in fixing -the rates of duty to be impcsed. 
on the natwnal and mtematwnal l~vels, to Not until then, Sir, can we repose full 
improve the output of . our agncultur~l confidence in the arrangement. 
products and, at the same ttme, to keep the1r 
prices fairly steady in the world market. T~1is 
international co .. operation and t11e regulatwn 
of output to keep steady the world market 
prices, especially of cocoa, will go most of the 
way, but does not go all the way to remove 
anxiety. Unlike the manufacturing indus­
tries, the supply of cocoa depends largely on 
nature; the output cannot easily be curtailed 
as it is not wholly under man's entire control. 
Before we can get over the problem of the 
unsteadiness of · cocoa prices, we must 
increase the local consumption of cocoa, 
and this can be done . to a considerable 
extent only when we have set up a cocoa 
manufacturing industry in Nigeria. After <tll, 
our farmers continue to increase their output. 
It · is not until then, and only then, Sir, that 
the "Eat or Drink more cocoa" campaign, 
initiated by the students of Ibadan Branch 
of the University of Ife, will be of much avail. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, tax evasion, whether in 
·part or in whole, and illegal traffic in logs and 
in any other commodity must be discouraged 

. by all the loyal citizens of this Region. The 
practice, 'Sir, ·should be regarded as heinous 
criminal ' offences as heavily punishable as 
any other form of corruption in our public 
life. The evaders are cheats for they enjoy 
the -amenities provided with the money 

·.collected from taxes and the protection of 
their lives and property under our Constitu­
tion. The increase in income tax, resulting 
from the Pay As You Earn system of taxation, 
Sir has been due to the increased taxation of ' . 
the salary .. and .. w.age .. carno~ me-mbers of our 

Mr Speaker; Sir, I appreciate the steps 
being taken by this Government to secure 
external aid to finance its gigantic' economic· · 
projects. But, Sir, if the donor country must 
select the project which it is prepared to help 
in financing, will it not dictate the location of 
the industry :J~nd control its output? If the 
donor country has to decide the location, Sir, 
some . of the industrial estates may have no 
industries located in them, while a few others 
may have too many. If, Sir, the donor 
country controls the output, then we have 
invited an economic master to reign on our 
God-given Region, and the aim for which it · ,._ . 
has been invited may be destroyed. To ·· ! .-,, · 

reduce this economic dependence on other .• ·:::"& ' 
countries, we ·must tap to the full our own . ·{ · 
resources for the supply of capital, and, for 1

' "' 

this reason, the Minister should take 
immediate steps to introduce the premium 
bonds and savings certificates referred ·to ' > .l' ..;.__ 

in his speech. 'ii .•tj " . - ~-~ . 
Mr Speaker, Sir, the Goyernment continues "< 

to show keen interest in education. This· is :: 
. reassuring:· Whatever may be the strains. '.:: 

and stresses on our finances, the education of , · l 
our children must not suft"er. The existing ~. , , · 
primary schools, grammar schools and teacher ~1 
training colleges must be adequately catered >: ~ 
for. And where new ones spring up from "·;·~·: 
necessity and not for decoration, they sho~ld ' ;'' 1if_ 
be looked aft!pr. The Ansar-ud-Deen Htgh -i f • . ., 
School, Ikole-Ekiti, is the only Grammar "'i" ' ., 
School for the Muslim Commtlnity in Ondo 
ProYince . ·It is in its fourth year now. ·It 
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has an ."efficient staff and the excellent report 
it had from its last year's inspection show~ 
that the school is being run on the lines and 
principles laid down by the Ministry of 
Education. The school is in great financial 

' difficulty. The Government, through the 
Ministry of Education, will be rendering to 
the Muslim Community in Ondo Province an 
invaluable service if it wakes up to the need 
of this school this year; next month, even 
now, Sir. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am glad that the 
Ministry of Health and Social Welfare is 
marked down as one of the Ministries that 
will utilise . the bulk of our recurrent expend­
iture during the 1962-63 financial year. 
Although this Government deserves praise 
for having successfully built a General 
Hospital in every Division. of the Region, Ikole 
Distri"Ct in Ekiti Division unfortunately ·does 
not enjoy this amei1ity to any great -extent 
because it is far from the General Hospital. 
Certain towns and villages in the District are 
about ·50 miles away from the General 
Hospital. The saving grace we have at 
present is the Methodist Maternity Hospital 
at Ikole. This hospital needs expansion 
into a General Hospital but such an expansion 

· is .not possible for lack of funds. The 
Mission is quite prepared to· run it jointly 
with the Government. Here is the time for 
the Government to come to the aid of this 
hospital and give it a generous grant so as to 
demonstrate once more, in unmistakable 
terms, its faith in the physical and mental 

. well-being of its people-a sound mind in a 
· healthy body. 

lVIr Speaker, Sir, in my speech on the 
Economic Plan, 1962-68, I had already spoken 
on the need for tarriag the following import­
ant roads in Ekiti South-East I constituency, 
and~ I am reminding once more the Minister 
of Works and Transport that these roads 
should be tarred during this financial year. 
The roads are-

1. Ikole-Ijesha-Isu-Ilumoba road.:_fif-
.teen miles. ' 

2. Ikole-Isinbode road- eleven miles. 
3. Igbara Odo-Igbara Oke road-six 

miles. 
· · Mr Spea,ker, Sir, since 1958 a sum of 
money earmarked for rural water supply for 
Ikole has continued to appea.r in the Estimates 
of this Region. Last year, a feeble attempt 
was made to· start work. The Ikole District 
CounCil rose to the occ'1sion and augmented 
the labour force needed to execute the plan. 
The hopes .of all and sundry ·were raised. 

A few months later, we discovered that w.,e 
had been tantalised. This ·sum · appears 
again in the 1962-63 Budget. However 
encumbered the Ministry · of Works and 
Transport may be, to raise fallen hopes and 
restore confidence in place of disappointment 
and despair, priori.ty consideration sho1Jld be 
given to the immediate execution of the 
proposed water scheme. The Ikole Commu­
nity is ·still ready to lend a hand if called upon 
to do so. 

·Mr Speaker, Sir, this Government places 
great premium on communal work. Certain 
projects were undertaken by the Aiyedun­
Ekiti Community during the years 1.958-59. 
These projects were inspected and their 
costs estimated. Grants were made in 
respect of these projects. In one . case, the 
grant was paid fully; in one case it was. ·not 
paid at all and, in two other cases, only 
fractions of the grants made were paid. 
On investigation from the Community 
Development Officer, we learnt that · the 
situation arose as ·a result of some administra­
tive mishandling or inter-ministerial re­
arrangement. These grants should be paid 
at once if the communal and self-help efforts 
on which the 1962-68 Development Plan . 
depends are not to be stifled, starved and 
killed. · · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, -I beg to support. 

Chief. F. 0. Oputa-Otqtu (Aboh 'west): · 
I should like to begin my speech by paying 
my tribute to the .Minister of Finance, Chief 
Odebiyi, for his very brilliant speech made 
in this House. The Minister presented a v,ery 
bold Budget and this deserves soine praise. 

Before I proceed with my speech, I would 
like to ask a few questions. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, about three mo~t.~s ago 
it was · announced over the N.B.C.,· and 
pul5lished in one of our national newspap~rs, · 
that a certain grant of a sum of £80: m1lhon 
from the United States of America was 
given to this country primarily for devel­
opment. I know that the peoJ?le of America, 
some of whom have come to this country f~r 
one mission or the other and had the oppor­
tunity of visiting several places in this ·country, . 
must have felt very deep in their hearts after 
seeing what we now know· as rural areas. · 
I wish to know, Sir, what arrangement has 
been made by the Federal Government and 
the Regional Governments as to how thes~· 
developments an~ to be planr:~d? Mr Sp~aker, . 
Sir, I would like to seize thts opportumty of 
asking that our Government should make sure 
that a reasonable sum of money is diverted to 
the improvement of the standard of living 
of the people in rural areas; that is to say, 
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·· that for many, many years certain amenities 
had been considered to be luxurious, but it 
is not luxury, Sir, for someone to obtain 
clean water to drink or to have a good road 
in any part of the Region. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I have said that the 
· handsome sum of £80,000,000 should be 

fairly distributed as to make it 'possible for 
all the people of this country to be benefited 
from it. -

Sir, I wouldlike to say that I have observed 
with the greatest pleasure, this Government's 
determination to go ahead with its measures 
announced some · few weeks ago. These 
m easures, to some great c~tent, have affected 
M embers of the Govern.n1cnt-very severely­
some of them' losing about 25 per cent of 
their income. This is welcome, Mr Speaker 
Sir , and I seize this opportunity again to 
congratulate this Government for this marvel ­
ous sacrifice. Yet I wo.uld lik~ to say that 
this Government did not go far enough. · 
I consider it, Sir, a bad economy for this 
Government to have two Ministers in one 
Ministry. (Government Benches: What about 
the. lj:astern Region?). I am happy to say 
that the Minister of Finance did not accoin­
m odate any Regional Minister in his Ministry 
-no redundant officer in his Ministry. 
(Interruptions). 

Chief Odebiyi: On point of information. 
Any Minister who has been appointed to 
help : in a Ministry has been appointed and 
approved by this Legislature. This is not 

· the fiJ:st time that such things have happened. 
· •Th~ question of when or how soon a Minister 
will be appointed in my Ministry is a question 
for the hon. Premier. (Applause). 

·Chief . Oputa-Otutu : . Mr Speaker Sir, 
I think his explanation is unacceptable. 
(Interruptions). We are now on austerity, 
and we are trying to curtail all unnecessary 
expenditure. I hope the Minister of Finance 
will accept the fact that it is uneriecessary to 
appo'int two Ministers in .one Ministry. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I do .hope that in the very 
near future the Premier will consider it 
really necessary to find these redundant 
M inisters some specific jobs .... . . (Prolonged 
interruptions). In any case, Sir, I used to be 
a nnoyed if I look at the Estimates only to 
find two classes of Ministers. I am only 

· t rying to offer some advice on some means 
through which more money will come in. 
Mr Speaker Sir, that is point nu!Jlber one ... 

· Now point number two is this: I should 
like .t o know whv it is actuallv necessarv for 
· our M inisters to be accomp ~·{nied by police 

officers? (Laughter and interruptions). With 
the exception of the Prime Minister, the 
Premiers, lVIinisters of Finance and· Ministers 
of Justice, I consider it unnecessary for 
police constables" to accompany Ministers. 
The question is that some of our overseas 
visitors would be made to think tpat our 
Mini~tcrs arc not really trained to move 

. among their people, and I think it is time . 
the Inspector-General of Police withdrew 
these policemen. (Interruptions). I repeat 
Sir, that except the Prime Minister, Premiers, 
Ministers of Finance and Ministers of Justice, 
there is no necessity for providing Ministers 
with police officers as orderlies. (Interrup­
tions). These police officers should have 
been given other jobs to do . . Now that we 
are self-gover·ning, a sovereign State, · we · 
must show that our Ministers can go about ... 
without police officers. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, point ·· number three. 
I am really happy that this Government has 
now begun to ·consider public opinion. 
Some years ago in this honourable House I 
always considered it a duty to point 'out on 
several occasions to this Government that it 
was a waste of public funds to provide 
luxurious buildings for civil servants. That 
is my personal view. There are some 
categories of civ·il servants- Judges, Magis­
trates, Clerk of this House and, of course, 
Ministers; with the exception of these 
categories of workers, lVIr Speaker Sir, I think 
it is unnecessary to continue to spend our 
money on building houses for certain classes 
of civil servants. That is robbing Peter to 
pay Paul. The civil servants should live 
among their people and not make a ·class 
of themselves. I am happy that the Govern­
ment has considered building houses for sale. 
That is point nurriber three. 

. ' 
Point number four is a question ·which 

I think, applies to all the Governments of thi~ 
Federation, and I ·would like the Minister 
of Finance to listen to this point. It is a 
very important point. Mr Speaker Sir, I 
would like the Minister to make his Govern­
ment to lead the way in this connectiot'l. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, is it necessary in your heart 
of hearts to have almost six systems of 
broadcasting and television in this country­
the West, the East, the North and Lagos? 
This country can save more than £'3.,000,000 
every year if all the Governments of the 
Federation will come down and be more 
reasonable and pool their resources · together ' 
and h ave one t elevision service, · as has 
been done in England where they have had ·_ ,, ·~ 
civilisation over five hundred years ago-;,-yet • , ·: 
they hav~. decided to have one television , " · ·' ·· 
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service and ' one broadcasting service. This 
is the time for you to thinlc in this direction 

· as regards unity. This Minister of Finance 
should bring this idea to ,the Premier and I am 
asking 'you to lead the way. (Interruptions). 
I am talking about austerity measures now. 
We can . save about three or four millioh 
pounds every year if all the Governments will 
pool their resources together. 

ChiefJ. 0. Osuntokun: Where were you 
when the Federal Government set up its own 
service? We were in the field first. 

·Chief Oputa-Otutu: Point No. 5. I 
would like to say, Sir, that this country 
generally has had ..... . (Interruptions). Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I should like to mention, at this 
stage, that this country has had enough of 
economic . missions overseas. This year 
should be " devoted to local or internal 
IUlSS!Ons. . Some of these economic missions 
have been very beneficial to this country and 
I would like to mentio!}, too, that some of 
these' missions unfortunately have turned out 
to · make Nigeria a dumping ground_ ~ for a 
large number of useless. s~ocks. (Chief 
Odebiyi: Lihe 'what?). I should like to ...... 
(Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker, Sir, some of the Economic 
Missions have benefited or will benefit this 
country or this Region in particular, but the 

· results have not all been vety useful. I have 
in mind, Sir, the fact that too many drugs 
have been dumped into this country and, as a 
result, this country spends not less than 
£3 million in buying from overseas for 1961-
62, and this has made practically everybody 
in this country to be a medicine man or other, 
parading all over the country, giving all sorts 
of illegal injections and giving drugs, and so 
on. ' 

Mr Speaker, with your permission, I would 
Tike to read a verv serious ' and dangerous 
report on the effect-s of the dumping of such 
drugs into this country. This is an American 
magazine-Time: 

"THOSE RISKY SIDE EFFECTS" 

"Carney Love was 42, a slight and pretty 
woman, with two grown children and a 
record of. generally good health; it was 
nothing more than bleeding gums from a 
recent tooth extraction that leu her doctor, 
John \Valf of Redding, California to give 
'her the , potent antibiotic Chlromycetin. 
She got the drug again six weeks later for 
bronchitis-eight pres~riptions in all, 
coun tirig .. renewals. 

"Now Mrs Love's face is beet-red and 
·scarred with acne, anJ . she has to shave 
daily. She has muscles . like a male ...... 
athlete. Doctors warn. that because Mrs 
Love has a tendency to bleed heavily, she 
cannot risk a cut or undergo ordinary 
surgery. A fortnight ago, a jury awarded 
her 334,046 dollars in damages from Dr 
Wolf and Parke, Davis ai-ld Co., the drug's 
manufacturers. Her case, the first of its 
type to go to a jury, dramatised what are 
laconically called the "side effects" of 
many valuable drugs and the problems ' of 
balancing a drug's usefulness against its 
dangers". 

·what I am saying, Sir, is that this particular 
antibiotic . •. ... (Interruptions). I am saying · 
that this is because of so many drugs that are 
being dumped into this country, and, .as a 
result, I think there is a sort of licence for 
everyonein the country to become a medicine 
man. Most of these drugs are very dangerous 
as we have heard just now, arid I fecl _that 
the time has come to check- (Interruptions).-'­
all these goods. The Economic Missions 
have done· a great deal of good to this country, .. 
but, on the other hand, Sir,· the results have 
not been very beneficial as vve had -expected. · 
The time has come that there should be some 
control about ·importation of many other 
things into this country. 

As a matter of fact, I recommend that the 
time has come for the re-introduction of 
import licence. 

Mr Spe'aker: I am afraid the hon. 
Gentleman's time is up. 

\ 

Mr · I. 0. Aniyi (Iwo \Vest I): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the speech 
on the Appropriation Bill which was nicely 
and ably delivered by the Finance Min ister, 
Chief J. A. 0. Odebiyi. · 

The presentation is so fascinating that even 
any person who never went to school could . 
adequ,ately understand the whol<; ;,speech. 
Mr Speaker, it is a bundle of wisdom ir1 it~elf. 

· The hon. Members who will speak on 
thls Bill will observe that the phrase nausterity · 
measures" is not only a common phrase in all 
present-day publications, but it is also a 
common chorus which many people sing in 
the streets; in working places, in markets, . 
in buses; in short, in every nook and corner 
of the Federation. (Hear, hear). 

The ·chorus, Mr Speaker, is getting to be 
part arid parcel of us. The measure, at the · 
moment, is likened to a new chlld which · 
needs tender care of the parents: In like 
manner; it is the duty -of aU hon. M embers 
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a~d civil servants to. prove to the world that 
we are capable of running our · Government 
democratically. As from ~ow on, whatever 
we ~o or say to make the new · introduction 
workable, will go down in hi~tory for this 
generation. In this respect, I therefore 
congratulate the Leader of the House on this 
fine and beautiful speech. 

One of the prominent factors to be reckoned 
. with in the. progress of a nation is agriculture. 
I am indeed happy because the speech is 
never silent on this important' aspect of our 
lives . . No wonder a huge sum of money is 
earmarked for agriculture alone. When the 

· r: lan to. improve and · Ct).COurage poultry 
farming, livestock, forestry, research and 
fishery agriculture is begun in earn~st, the 
whole Region would have completely turned 
out to be a worldly "paradise" and a happy 
place to live in. Many Western Nigerians 
will be able also to use their latent skills, 
and thereby help place the Region on the 
same and proper footing with other advanced 
countries of the world. When ··this pro­
gramme will start, Mr Speaker, a glance 
through I wo soil by a. soil expert will make 
hiri1 agree with me that I wo people really 
need these. I remind the Government that 
\Ye have very good and suitable soil. 

He.alth i.s wealth, that is perhaps why 
Health is one of the spending Ministries. 
·with the present amenities which we and our 
children, enjoy, all of us 'should praise God 
for giving power to ' the Action Group 
Government that makes everything possible. 
(H ear, hear). Besides· those amenities, 
arrangements ·are on to eradicate all sorts of 
diseases, to control smallpox and to prevent 
epidemics . .. As han; Members · are aware, 
these are tropica1 diseases. The disappear­
ance of all these will mean enjoyable old age 
and long life for us and other generations 
yet unborn. · 

Already each Division has been given a 
General Hospital and these hospitals cater 
for health needs of Western Nigerians, 
irrespective <'>f location, religion and political 
belief. The hospital in my town is doing 
fine and all workers do their best. The said 
hospital is congested .and needs an extension 
of its wards. To facilitate the work of the 

· doctor, an additional doctor is needed. The 
~ ,fe,;,,.- nurses in this hQspital are not · sufficient 
:to .. cope with the great worl\, I therefore 
. uppenl to the G ovemment to come to our aid 
· jn Iwo. 

The eyes of the world are now on us, Sir. 
Many people of the Region are anxious to 
have industries in existence; particularly my 
people from Oshun desire very ·much that , 
some industries be sited . in their areas. · 
Land is in quantum in Oshun Division.' . I 
am sure the Government cannot regret any 
move to industrialise this Division. Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, it is high time vve, .as a Govern­
ment, encouraged our own men arid women 
to benefit from the articles of their trade. · 
The foreigners tend to monopolise trade by 
selling whole and retail. These foreigners . 
should be confined to wholesale trade. 
The sooner the operation is begun, the 
better for our p.cople who have less capital ·to 
compete with the aliens. 

Educatior..-The Government's · plan to 
. educate all the people of the Region needs to 
be loudly praised. When free primary 
education began seven years ago in this 
Region, enemies of progress vehemently 
opposed the scheme. What has now become 
of the scheme? .. The answer is simple....:..... 
prosperity, life more abundant for all; 
poor and rich parents enjoy more Grammar 
Schools, awards of backward area scholarships 
and the University of Ife. What is mure, Sir; . , 
various people of different nationalities have · .. ,. .. ,,, .... ·" '""'' 
expressed full satisfaction with the scheme. 
The teachers of our Primary and Secondary ' 
Schools are doing their best · to see that 
education as a whole receives the best atten- .. 
tion. The Government will also see to it that 
efficient teachers' are promoted on · merit. 
(Cheers from Government Benches). 

It is interesting also to see the stride the 
technical and commercial education takes·: 
This will help primary school leavers · to , 
choose their vocation at the age of twelve plus. ' 

Roads and Bridges.-It admits no ·doubt 
that many important roads in the Region: 
are now tarred. The Government, under the 
able leadership of our Premier, Chief S. L. 
Akintola, and a team of his capable men 
deserve praise. In praising the Government, 

. I have this humble request to make; to 
provide bridge on Osbun River on Ile-Igbo/ -
Kuta-Ede road, to tar Iwo-Ikire-Ile-Bode-osi 
road, to tar Bode-osi-Ikonifin-Ife-Odan road. 

With these few remarks, Sir, I support. 

Mr S. 0. Akerele (If e-lla): In rising to 
support the Speech made by the han. Chief · 
]. A. 0. Odebiyi, the Minister of Finance, 
on the Second Reading of the Appropri~ion 
Bill, 1962 .. 63, I would lik~ to congratulate this 
dynamic Government of ours upon the 
progress it continues to b ring to the fortune;, 
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of the people; with apology to the eloquent 
Premier of our Region, it can be truly said 
that-

"Anything that 1s Federation deserves 
veneration, 

Anything that 1s 'North 1s of some 
worth, 

· · ·- Anything that is East is by no means the 
least, 

t ' But anything that is \iVest is certainly the 
Best". 

The West Regional Government is indeed the 
· pace-setter for the other Governments of. the 

Federaticn. Mr Speaker, Sir, we lead 
and the others follow. (Cheers from Govern­
ment Benches). 

If anybody doubts this, let him take a trip 
round each of the three Regions. In this 
Region, villages are joined to urban centres 
by tarred roads; rural electrification and 
wat'er supp'ly have been .. extended into 
the. remotest ·· hamlet; maternity centres, 
dispensaries and hospitals are no longer the 
exclusive preserves of town dwellers. Even 
my hon. Friends opposite will not deny 
that there is a marked difference between 
the level of development of this Region and 
that of any other Region in .the Federation. 
(Cheers from Government Benches). 

Speaking about the austerity measures, 
this matter is an economic measure as stated· 
by the hon. Minister in his speech. We 
on this side of the House whole-heartedly 
support this measure for the progress and 
development of our Region. I particularly, 
Sir, want more amenities for my people. 
Since the people of this Region want more 
amenities, I am sure the people shall be 
ever ready to make their share of sacrifice, 
if they are called upon to do so. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, speaking about the 
produce of this Region, cocoa is one of the 
most important produce. The hon. Minister 
has said a lof about the plan of this Govern­
ment to see that cocoa price is raised. I am 
taking this opportunity to call on this Govern-

. ment to work hard so that . the next year's 
cocoa season may be better than the past. 
I shall also advise this Government to 
introduce beniseed to the farmers of ,this 
Region, It is an annual crop. I have 
gained -experience of this heniseed in 
Tiv Division of Northern Region. If this 
is considered it shall also increase the revenue 
of this Region. 

Tax Evasion.- This is one of the · most 
important matters affecting 'the local govern­
ment councils in this Region. . Many councils 
are in financial difficulties today. There are · 
so many people in this Region who have no 
interest of their people at heart... Many ·of 
them are on • the other side of the H01.'l.se. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, as an experienced person· in 
local council-this is my seventh time of 
being in office . as Chail:man of the Ila Distric;t 
Council,. an all-purposes District Council for 
that matter-I know that many people, aftet 
being assessed their normal income, run to 
other Local Councils to get flat rates of 
£1 17s 6d. It is sometimes very difficult to 
get such people into court. And in some 
cases, if ·they are taken to coul't, they some­
times put courts into difficulties before giving· 
judgment. It will relieve the councils, if 
legislation is introduced by this Government 
for such an offence. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I have to mention some 
of my troubles relating to tax and rates in 
my own . Council. Ila _ people are wen · 
known as palm-wine tappers in this country. 
These people are scattered all over the Region. 
They spend half of their time in their different 
working places and sometimes spend · the 
other half at home, for it is not always easy for 
them to tap during, the wet season. They all 
pay their taxes and rates at home and they all 
cast their votes at home. But, at present Sir, 
the different councils, where they work, make 
it compulsory that their taxes and rates must 
be paid to them. Mr Speaker, Sir, if this is 
so, Ila District Council shall not be able to. 
stand; thus I shall be very much pleased if 
this Govet;nment would give Ila' consideration. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, before going further, th~ 
Ibadan .East Local Council is now proposing 
to build its Secretariat. . I shall also take this 
oppQrtunity to call on this Government to see 
that the Secretariat is built at Lalupon town 
which is the centre of the said council. 
And Lalupon had been the headquarters for 
that part of Ibadan as far as administra_tion is 
concerned. 

Premier's Economic Mission.-There ·.had 
been a private Member's Motion by hon. 
Layonu which I am sure has met the support 
of all Members of this honourable House. · 
I --shall not go inuch into detail. I, on 
behalf of myself and the entire. people of my 
constituency, congratulate the hon. f'remier,­
Chief S. · L. Akintola, for his successful 
m1ss10n. I pray to the Holy Father, that 
in the very near future, such a delegation 
will be led by an Action Group Prime 
Minister for the Federation of Nigeria, . 
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when power would have come to the hand 
of the Action Group. (Cheers from Govern­
ment Benches). I would also place on 
record the services of one illustrious son of Ila. 

·He is Prince Isaac Adebayo and was, until 
I r et~ently, the Private Secretary to the 

Premier. . Vle are very proud of him in Ila. 
We are confident that he was of great help 

· . to our Premier during the economic tour. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, coming down to the large 
sum of m.oney, amounting to £15,969,096, 
which is proposed for· Capital Expenditure 
for the year 1962-63. Mr Speaker, Sir, as 
the hon. Member for Ila, I will be failing in 
my•duties if I do not cxtend.my gratitude to 
this Government for - the various amenities 
already made available to my people. My 
people are especially · happy for the plan to 

· extend pipe-borne water and electricity to 
Ila-Orangun and District. It is hoped, Sir, 
that these plans will come to fruition in the 
im.mediate future. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, my people, with a popula­
tion of over 50,000, are also sonfidenCthat 
the Government of this Region, through its 
h ard-working Minister of Health, will provide 
us with a modern hospital in the nearest 
fu ::ure. I am not, Sir, asking for an hospital 
for sentimental reasons. My request is 
based. on actual need borne out of practical 
cxpenence. 

Customary Courts . ..:_At the moment, Sir, 
Ila bas a Grade "C" Customary Court. 
W e pray that this is · upgraded to Grade "B" 
and that Grade "D" Courts are set up at 
O ra and Oke-Ila. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the speech on the 
Appropriation . Bill, made by , the hon. 
Minister of Finance, Chief J. A. 0. Odebiyi, 
contains a number of admirable plans in the 

· field of agriculture. I would like to seize · 
this opportunity to congratulate our nevi' 
Minister of Agriculture and Natural Resour­
·ces, Chief A. 0. Adeyi. My people have 
asked me to inform the Mi,nister that a lar.ge 
parcel of .fertile land has. been provided for 
him as an Easter present. It is our hope 
that he will co'nsider building one of the 
proposed farm settlements on the land. 

This is a convenient time for me to thank 
our hard-working Minister of Education for 
the great advice a,nd help which he'has always 

· placed at the disposal of the lla Grammar 
· Schook. With the assurance given us in 

the pm;t, .we are confident that the Grammar 
School will be raised to public status this year. 
I need scarcely . say, Sir, that it is the only 

Secondary Grammar School in Ila and district 
which form an education authority. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I will call on all Members 
of this House to co-operate with the Govern­
ment in the forthcomi'ng census. Anybody 
who does not co-operate must be an enemy 
of progress. At present, the Western Region 
is not as small , as is generally believed. 
The result is th;1t the Federal Government 
has not been giving us our fair share of the 
amenities which are deployed from the centre. 
There is no doubt, Sir, that if the forthcoming 
census produces the desired results, the lot 
of the · people of this R~gion will greatly 
improve. 

Finally, Sir, may I thank this Government, 
through the honourable House, for upgrading 
the Orangun of Ila to an ex-officio member· 
of the House of Chiefs. This shows that 
Government, under the able , leadership of 
Chief S. L. Akintola, the Ashipa of 
Ogbomosho and Premier of this Region, has 
respect for history and tradition. (Interrup-
tions). · 

'Mr J. A. Ajuwon: On point of Order. 
I - think the hon. Member should confine 
himself to the subject of the discussion ... 

Chief Odebiyi: The hon. Member has 
a right to tefer t'o his constituency when 
speaking on the Appropriat1on Bill. 

Mr Akerele: By this upgrading, ·the 
Orangun has been placed on the seat to 
which he is traditionally qualified as a direct 
son of Oduduwa. ·· On behalf of my people . 
and myself, I say thanks, Sir, and wish 
the Action Group Government long life and 
a peaceful reign over · our people. By the 
Grace of God, the whole Government of the 
Federatiop. will one day he under Action 
Group control. (Chee1;s j1·om Government 
Benches). God bless our father, the Governor 

, of this Region, Sir Adesoji AdPremi, Oni of 
Ife; God bless Chief the hon. Obafemi 
Awolowo, the venc:;rable leader of the Action 
Group; God bless our great and noble S. L. 
Akintola, the hon. Premier of. this pushful 
Region. -

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr S. 0. · Oyewole (lbadan Central 
West): · Mr Speaker, Sir, I wish to associate 
myself with the s'ebtiments ·'expressed by 
Members of all these sides of the House in 
relation to this Budget. In doing so, I wish ' 
to direct the attention of this honouraqle 
House to certain points in the Budget. The 
first point, Sir, is the question which is being . 
circulated in many circles in the R t>gion, at 
present, in relation to the Ministry of Agricul-
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ture and Natural Resources under Head 332 
page 47 sub-head 91. 

Mr Speaker: We are not discussing 
Heads and Items at this juncture. (Interrup­
tions). 

Chief Odebiyi: I think Members on both 
sides of the House should listen attentively to 
whatever contributions people are making; 
otherwise Ministers will not be in a position to 
know what the que~tions rrre, and be able to 
offer adequate replies. 

Mr Oyewole: When I referred to the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Natural Re­
sources, I meant to say something in 
connection with this Ministry. -I' wonder 

. what is the wisdom of allowing an expatriate 
officer, who goes on leave normally, to do 
two ·or six weeks study leave -and to return to 
this wuntry and be made a Research Officer. 
I could just recollect one day that I went to 
that Ministry I could find out that one officer, 
an expatriate officer, who has got .......... .. 
(Interruptions). 

Chief Odebiyi: Point of order. The 
hon. Member must confine himself to the 
economic and financial situation of the 
Region. He will have plenty of time for 
digressions when we are,discussing the whole 
thing in the Committee of Supply. 

·Mr Speaker: Will ·the hon. Member 
please · address himself to the ruling of the 

.. Standing Orders that during this stage we 
should confine our observations to the 
economic and financial policy of the Govern­
ment. 

Mr Oyewole: I am now talking on the 
economic and financial policy of the Govern­
ment. I see no reason why the Government 
of this Region should be wasting money. 
Why I say this is this. It is not fair that 
anybody with a B.Sc. · (General) should be 
controlling somebody who is holding a 
Ph.D. degree. (Interruptions). Mr Speaker 
you can judge that. 

Mr Speaker: If you ask me to judge 
· that, I s;hould say that 1 think that a person 

holding a B.Sc. may control a holder of a 
· Ph.D., all depending on experience and other 

things. 

l\1r Oyewole: In any rich country, Sir, 
where there is interest for Africa, all these 
Africans' with their · degrees should be · 
conside··ed first before expatriates with the 
same degrees are · considered. There is 
wa&tage of labour in that very Ministry. 
It appears that Agricultural Assistants ~ and 

.... -. . .~ 

Agricultural Superintendents are being turned 
out in great numbers; what has the Govern­
meJ:lt done to distribute them for efficiency 
and for profitable work for the Government? 
There are many people who had been 

. trained by the Ministry who never- (inter­
ruptions). 

Chief Odebiyi i The hon . . Member must 
confine his speech to the econom ic and . 
financial policy of the Government. He will 
have an opportunity to discuss the 0uestion 
of labour and recruitment when we ·are in 
Committee of Supply. 

Mr --Speaker: The hon. Member -is 
· advised to suspend his observations on that 

particular Ministry until ·we come to the 
Committee of Supply. 

Mr D. K. Olumofin: Order 68. I think 
the han. Member has never seen it. · 

"B.-(1) After the Motion for the 
Second Reading on a Bill has been moved 
and seconded, the debate thereon shall be 

· adjourned for not less than two days and 
when resumed ......... '' and so on and so 
forth. "Detailed ite'ms in the Estimates 
may not be . debated on Second Reading 

" 
The financial and economic state of ·western 
Nigeria and 'the Western Nigeria G'overn­
ment's financial policy will only be debated. 
I think the hon. Member should read the 
Standing Order. 

lVIr Oyewole: I now come to the .point 
of pensioners. What I mean abotlt pension-

, "ers is that you know, Sir-well, l know you 
waste money about this Budget. (Inter­
ruptions). There is something I like to say 
about pensioners. (Interruptions). 

Mr Osuntokun: Point of information. 
Was the hon. Member present ·during the 
last Budget Session· of the House? 

Government Benches: l-Ie w as at 
Ogbomosho. 

Mr N. A. Adibi (Ogbomosho North~ 
East):' Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to give a very 
hearty support, which I think any reasonable 
person will do in this circumstance, to the 
Budget Speech on the 1962-63 Appropriation 

. Bill, so ably prepared and presented to this 
honourable House by the hon. the Minister 
of Finance, ~hid J. A. 0. Odebiyi . 

During the last year's Budget Session of 
this House, Sir, the hon .. the Minister of 
Finance, in presenting his Budget, rightly 
named it "Operation Take-off". Well, · Mr 
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Speaker, · Sir, we have since then "taken off" 
with him smooth-sailing in his aircraft to the 
promised land of peace, progress and pros­
perity. The desired peace, progress, and 
prosperity, Sir,cannot be had just.for a song; 
we have to work for them. In the words of 
.the bon. the l\1inister of Finance himself, Sir, 
. "th~ .. ·battle for economic liberation has · 
begun". Now, Mr ·speaker, Sir, we are 
landing with him to face with manly courage 
and unflinching faith- faith in the great 
fu ture of this Region in particular, and the 
country in general, faith in ourselves and in 
our future generations-the challenges and 

. excitements of the promised land which we 
shall together, God helping us, build to 
become a living- monumental witness to the 
courage, ability, determination, self-sacrifice, 
foresight, industry and purposefulnf!SS of this 
Government ofWesterri Nigeria, representing 
our great Party, the Action Group of Nigeria. 

M r Speaker, Sir, this our great Party will 
go down in the annals of this country as a 
golden pillar of all that is good, peaceful and 
progressive; and its leaders as heroes-

, heroes . of light, heroes of unity and peace, 
heroes of selfless services, heroes of freedom, 
heroes of pro.sperity, heroes qJ life more 
abundant for all-including the Opposition 
M embers on the other side of this honourable 
I-Iouse. Along with other things, Sir, this 
enviable position of our Party is being 
achieved by the judicious management of the 
Region's revenues. In this respect, Sir, the 
hon. the · Minister of Finance, on whose 
shoulders lies· the heavy responsibility of 
managing the finances of Western Nigeria, 

. deserves the most hearty congratulations ·and 
support of all Members in this honourable 
House. · A man in his position, Sir, but with 
little or no stuff for mental and arithmetical 
gymnastics, will certainly mess up things and 
render difficult the undertakings of a well­
intentioned Government. To our able and 

. competent Minister of Finance we say a big 
"Thank You" . . Up with you we go to the 
hill of salvation iri the promised land of 
freedorn and economic liberation. 

The economy measures, as announced by 
the hon. the Minister of Finance, in the cuts 
in the payments and ·allowances of the 
M embers of the Legislature, right from the 
h 01;. Chief S. L. Akintola, the · Premier, 
through .the Ministers, Parliamentary Secre-

. taries and down to the floor . members are, 
M r Speaker, Sir, very timely arid reasonable. 
As such, Sir,: these economy measures should 
be fully endorsed and given our most faithful 

. and · loyal support and co-operation. This, 
Sir, is only reasonably necessary, if we are 

to fight and win the "economic battle for 
liberation" which the hon. the Minister of 
Finance told us some few days ago has just 
begun. And, please God, win we shall. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Budget Speech, 
throughout, gives · a clear indication of the 
warm spot the people of vVestern Nigeria 
occupy in the heart8 of those holding the 
reins of this our ever-progressive Govern­
ment. Different schemes have been made to 
meet the various needs of the people in the 
most beneficial ways. 

Electricity development m urban areas 1s 
lending new life and opportumt1es to 
places, like ·Ogbomosho, already served with 
electricity. Mr Speaker, Sir, the Ogbomosho 
people are yery grateful for all that this 
Government has done to make this service 
possible in Ogbomosho. Electrification of 
more rural areas should be undertaken 
as far as it is financially practicable to do so 
in order to provide a means of attrac.tion to 
rural areas for our young men who find 
urban life more attractive and are, con­
se<'luently, ·leaving in large numbers the rural 
for , urban areas. · All efforts possible should 
be .made to arrest this undesirable t;end by 
making rural life worth living for our young 
men and women. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, this Government 1s 
making wise investment in the' lives of the 
people of Western Nigeria by establishing 
public health and medical facilities in all the 
Divisions and other important centres in the 
Region. A look around in our respective 
communities will convince us of the great 
improvement in the health of our people 
who go about their daily work in radiant 
and bouyant health. Guinea-worm, a water 
borne disease, has been stamped out in many 
areas as a. result of improved source of good 
water supply. The Government, Mr 
Speaker, Sir, also deserves thanks for the 

, mass vaccination of people carried out from 
time to time throughout all nooks and 
corners of this Region in order to prevent 
the spread of ,thai dreadful disease-small­
pox- among our people. All these health 
and medical 'facilities form an important 
aspect of our development. \Ve all recognise, 
I think, Sir, the fact that health is wealth. · · 
The Government, therefore, in improving 
our health, is certainly providing us with a 
most necessary means of ·increasing ~ our 
wealth. It is ·hoped, Sir, that ·· the Govern­
ment will give the problem of understaffing in · 
some of our hospitals the necessary and ur­
gent attention it deserves. At this point, Mr 
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Speaker, Sir, I wi~h to place on record the 
deep gratitude of Ogbomosho people for the · 
magnificent new water scheme which, 
when completed, will be a pride of 
Ogbomosho and an eloquent testimony to 
this Government's good intentions for the 
improved health and general welfare of not 
only Ogbomosho people, but also of every 
inhabitant of hamlets, villages and towns 

·throughout this Region. 

~1!' Speaker~ Sir~ this ·year's B\ld.get ftir 
edueation is a reflection of the high prcm.ium 
this Government places on the mental 
freedom of its subjects. ··We can fully 
realise the importance of this mental freedom 
when we consider it as a requisite for further 
developments in the$e days. Mental freedom 
is necessary for successfully carrying out 
schemes in agriculture, industries, business, 
technology, .and social services designed to 
benefit the generality of our people, who 
we should expect to d~rive the maximum 
enjoyment from them. Any amount, there­
fore spent cin education, whether in this 
Region or any other in the Federation of 
Nigeria, will . eventually yield rich dividends 
to our people. It is my fervent hope that the 
people of Western Nigeria will . make the 
best of the golden opportunities provided 
for them through this Government's generous 
educational policies from the level of primary 
education through to the University. Mr 
Speaker, Sir, a Government which can vote 
such a colossal sum of £8,807,980, i.e., approx­
imately £9 million, which is about 47 per 
cent of its total revenue, has done in this 
respect all that is. governmentally possible to 
enhance tl;le happiness, well-being and 
upliftment of'its subjects. w(;; tl~e governed, 
Sir., can only show our appreciation by 
fully utilising the schemes intended for 
·our good by such a progre.ssive Government. 

In the field of Agriculture, Sir, which 
claims nearly £2~ ·million, . anq which is 
approximately 16~ per cent of the Region's 
total revenue, this Governmen! has once 
again demonstrated its faith that, for the 
people it governs to fully benefit from its 
schemes, both mental and economic freedoms 
should go hand in . hand together. Mr 
Speaker, Sir, Agriculture, in all its branches, 
is the mainstay of the economy of this 
country. Western Nigeria has great agricul­
tural potentialities which arc yet bm·ely 
scratched. If these potentialities are fully 
developed anu utilised, our unemployment 
problem will be more than half-way solved; 
while ·the proposed new ' industries will 
~bsorb a greater 'percentage of the rest of the 

unemployed. Those ·of us following .:,with 
keen interest · the recent speeches of Chief 
S. L. Akintola, the Premier of Western 
Nigeria, will, Mr Speaker Sir, readily: agree 
with me that finding solutions to the problem 
of unemployment in this Region as weli as 
in the country as a whole, is a ,matter closest 
to his heart. This attitude of the Premier, . 
Sir, reflects the minds of his ,able cabinet 
Ministers who hold the reins of this Govern­
ment, and strongly emphasises the policy of 
the Action Group of Nigeria for the welfare 
N th" m'\~~s. cl th\s R~i, J .. tU\d. xhiJ" , 
the Federation of Nigeria as a whole. 'rn ~re- , 
fore, the opportunities this. Budget provides 
in agricultural and teGhnical fields shoulu be 
fully utilised in order to solve our unemploy­
ment problem in this Region. Mr Speaker, 
Sir, our sympathy should go to many 
parents and also school leavers who are 
still haunted by the ghost of the colonial 
type of education, and who still strongly 
believe that a child's education must finally 
land him in a white-collar job. ' Even if we 
desire it so, everyone of the educated 
young men and women, both in this Region 
and the Federation of Nigeria, cannot just 
have enough white-collar jobs to go round: 
Our students. · ..... 

' 
Mr Tabiowo: .Point . of Order. Ord<';t 

No. 33-"Time ·Limit of Speeches: (1) 
Subject. to paragraph (2) of this Order, no 
Member shall be entitled to address the 
House or a Committee of the whole House for 
more than thirty minutes on any subject." 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Gentleir).an has 
not spoken for more than 30 minutes. 

Mr Adibi: Mr Speaker, Sir, our students 
should be made to recognise the dignity of 
labour, and that Education is just a meal).s to 
an end. We should educate our young men 
to know that our wealth is in our soil and 
then~. we must go to get it, and also that · 
opportunities abound galore in agricultural 
and technical fields as they do in the other 
professions. · 

Mr Speaker S.ir, the assurance has been 
given by the Governor in his splendid 
Speech froin the Throne that the proposed 
new Industries will be dispersed throughout 
the Region, and I am humbly praying the 
Government, Sir, that having given due 
consider:!tion to the ·conditions necessary for 
locating an industry, important tow.,ns in 
Oshun Division like, for instnnce, Ogbomosho, 
Iwo, Oshogbo and some others be considered 
for appropriate industrial establishments,· 

Mr Speaker, Sir, apart from g1vmg 
encouragement to the Government .by making 
good use of the opportunities it provides for . 
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us we ~eed to strongly resuscitate the spirit 
of' coffimunity development through . self­
help-a spirit which was greatly chensh~d 
and widely practised by our predecessors m 
the good. old days. This will not make ~s 

. lean heavily on the Government for. financwl 
assistance in .some of our commumty devel­
opnlCnt programmes. Each of us has, in 
this respect, some contributions to ~~ke 
a'ccorqing to ou.r ability, talent and pos1t10n 
or status in the community in order to help 
our Government's budget to go a much 
lon g.e._r way in filling th~ other more impo~t~t 
rl.eeds of the people in our commumttes. 
This Mr Speaker, Sir, will encourage the 
Gov~rnm'ent the more, and urge it to embark 
with greater assurance, on further develop­
mental programmes for the benefit of the 
people of the Region as a whole. 

· The Pay As You Earn system of tax collec­
tion was introdu~ed last year as a .means of 
ensuring a steady improvement of income tax 
and of helping income earners· to pay their 
taxes by ·easy monthly instalments, thereby 
sparing these payers the annual headaches 
resulting from one lump ·sum payment. The 
system is · g·enerally working well an~ the 
Government deserves our thanks for mtro­
ducing this very helpful .measure of tax 
payment. · 

. Mr Speaker· Sir, I would like to take this 
opportunity to make a solemn appeal to _our 
able Minister of Finance, to please constder 

· the · establishment of a Sub-Treasury at 
Ogbomosho as early as possible, in view ?f 
the· growth and development of the town m 
recerit years. · Ogbomosho people are 
experiencing a lot of difficulties when they 
have to do transactions connecting the 
Government Treasury . . To cite one or two 
instances, Sir: students willing . to sit for 
entrance examinations to various Government 
institutions are required to produce Treasury 
Receipts for their entrance fees. ..T~ose. 

· ·concerned will have to travel at least thtrty­
six miles to get Ss or 1 Os ·receipts to be 
attached to their application forms. The 
inconveniences involved are obvious .' Another 
instance Sir, concerns some members of 
Govern~ent established committees who 
have to travel fifty-seven miles to Oyo Sub­
Treasury to cl.aim their transport allowances 
averaging £2 for each month. · It is prayer­
fully hoped, Sir, that the Minister of Finance 
will · take a sympathetic view 6f our condition 
and come, as soon as possible, to the rescue 
of Ogbomosho in this respect. 

In closing, Sir, · my appeal goes to the 
Members of the Opposition on the other side 

of this honourable House. . Until 
recently when they are s]:lowing some 
improvement, thanks to the political sanity 
which the present Leader of the Oppositi~~ ­
had gained when he was with the .Govern­
ment party, the Opposition has 'never been 
known in the House to see anything good in . 
the· programmes and schemes of this go- . 
ahead Govet~nment, no matter how good and' ·' . 
sincere the intentions behind those me.asures. 
They are just not given· to seeing such good 
things. They have had, and still hay~, a 
formidable array of poets, legal luminaries, 
QC's and near-QC's-"seasoned politicians", · 
they call themselves, chemists and druggists, · 
teachers and contractors, traders and 
Ministers of Religion, big chiefs, m'edium 
chi cis, small chiefs and quite a handful ' Of 
empty talkative back-benchers, but alas! their 
political prejudices and frustrations are badly• ' 
working against them and their sense "of · 
judgement. . Mr Speaker, Sir, I am now ' 
appealing to them to give a whole-hearted . 
support to this master Budget by making ' .. 
healthy contributions to its debate and desist- , 
ing from making blind and destructive 
criticisms which can do nobody any ·good; · · 
and to let us, like a team, support this Budget · 
and together work for the progress and 
welfare of 01.,.1r people, not only in this .Region, ' 
but also throughout the Federation 'of 
Nigeria. 

Sir,· while some civilised Western nations 
are -busy making and testing their atomic 
and nuclear bombs of destruction, let this 
Government continue with its humanitar~an . 
work by making and testing its own 'bombs 
of atomic ··perrce and nuclea1~ ,prosperity.· 
(Cheers). 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 
S£tting suspended at 2.1.5 p.m. 
Sitting resumed at 8.15 p.m. 

(Mr Deputy Speaker in the Chair.) 

Mr R. A. Lana (Oshun North-East ' II): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to commend the · 
efforts of the l\1inister of Finance and . to 
congratulate this Government for the compre­
hensive Budget presented before this House .· 
In the course of speech the Minister of 
Finance, as usual, has given a true picture of 
the whole Budget as sound and balanced. 
This portrays the careful planning, perfect 
foresight and the . superiority of this Govern.: 
ment over its counterparts. 

One thing figures very prominently in the 
budget speech, and that is the austerity mea­
sure. Many Members opposite have indicated 
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their dissatisfaction on the extent to which 
this measure has. been applied in this Regio_n. 
May I mention this, that this · measure is a 
bitter pill prescribed by the Action Group 
Government of the Western Region to heal 
our economic disease; therefore, everybody · 
should swallow it in good faith . In fact, we 
have set out hands on-- this measure and there 
is no going back. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Budget, no doubt 
contains catalogue of amenities for many 
parts of this Region. I am hereby registering 
my sincere gratitude _on behalf of the people 
of my constituency for all ·the amenities 
"already provided. 

ment for special grants to raise the standard 
and increase the volume o'f work and therefore 
save more - lives of the people of \Vestern 
Region. · 

(iv) Electricity Supply.- As civilisation 
grow.s, electricity is indirectly becoming 
a necessity of life. The live-wire from 
Oshogbo to Offa passes through the · Odo­
Otin District Council area. W e look 
anxiously up to the Western Region Govern­
ment to extend the advantage of electricity 
to Odo-Otin people and thereby allow them 
to make use of the advantage of the live 
wire that passes through. I am confidently 
saying that we are prepared to .foot the bill of 
the running expenses. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, looking at the volur~e . Of course, like Ol~ver Twist, we will 
alw~ys ask for more. These are a few of 
our urgent needs :. 

(i) Water Supply.-On behalf of my 
people, I have to thank this Regional Govern­
ment· for . the rural . water SUf>ply at Inisha, 
Okuku and Oyan. And, Sir, we have to 
appeal to the Government for an improve­
ment as the present position appears 
unsatisfactory and inadequate. We hope 
efforts will be put forth to change the present 
system to urban water supply to meet the 
needs of the people. 

·- and catalogue of the amenities that are 
available in the budget speec.h, one cannot just 
ask for too much. Therefore, in conclusion I 
am appealing .on behalf of the people in ~Y 
constituency, that when the time comes for 
the consideration of the distribution of the 
amenities, Oshun North-East_. II be · placed at 
the forefront. . 

.(ii) Roads.- The geographical situation of 
the towns and villages in my constituency has 
caused the network of roads now constructed 
to cover several miles-as many as fifty-two 
miles. Of these, only fourteen miles have 
for.tunately been tarred . . . Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I am taking this opportunity to appeal to the 
Western Region Government to help us to 

·tar the remaining thirty-eight miles which 
link the places , of centres of produce and 
local foodstuffs in abundance. 

(iii) Medical and Health Centres.- ! am 
registering, on behalf of my people, our 
sincere thanks for the dispensaries and 
maternity centres and rural health centres · 
already provided in' Odo-Otin District 
Council, particularly the Rural Health Centre 
at Oyan. I hope this centre will be opened . 
very shortly. I wish to draw the attention 
of the Minister of Health to the S.D.A. 

·medical unit at Inisha. The attendance 
at this dispensary and maternity centre 
,built by communal efforts at a cost of over 
£6,000 ''is · -wonderful arid it is increasing 

·at an alarming rate. The average attendance 
is over 300 a day. The reason for this is 
obvious. The management is missionary 
and therefore the workers are sincere and 
the treatment effective. I am therefore 
conveying the wishes .· and needs of my .. 
people through this medi;um to the Govern-

Mr Speaker, Sir, with these lit~le observa-
tions; I beg to support. · · 

Mr ·A. Atohengbe (Benin North-East): 
Mr Speaker, ~ir, I rise to speak on .the 
1962-63 Appropriation Bill as follows. 

There is no doubt that the :hon. Minister 
of Finance is a clever orator. There is no 
doubt also that he has got an appreciable 
amount of · the power of conviction in him. 
He has employed classical and technical 
English to convince this House tfia'f.there is 
nothing wrong in the Estimates. We of this 
side of the House are p1;epared to: spotlight 
the dark spots because money matters are not 
m::1tters of fancy but matters of facts and 
figures. 

Last year, he estimated that a sum· of 
twenty-six million pounds would be available 
in the development fund for capital expend­
iture in 1961 -62. He has failed to tell us 
now why, of this sum, only 13.2 m iliion was 
actually available. Last year as vvell, he told 
this House that he presented a balanced . 
budget and described it_ as "Operation t-ake 
off". He faile'd also to tell the House where 
the take-off will land this House. Sir, very , 
unexpectedly, the twelve ·months flight 
was interrupted before the sixth . month, 

. and the budget plan developed engine 
troubles which forced him to land us in the 
field of austerity measures. · Mr Speaker, 
Sir, the type 'of austerity me~sure applicable 
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to " Western Nigeria is crude, hopeless 
family-wrecking, uncomfortable and · highly 
disprcportionate in · its entirety for the 
following reasons: 

(i) An identical percentflge of sacrifice 
was. required of all wage-earners-Minis­
ters, Parliamentary . Secretaries, other 
legislators, the · Pr~mier and civil servants 
alike without taking into consideration 
the differences in their annual salaries. 

.(ii) That one is a Mlnister is a question 
of opportunity and not of merit; therefore, 
Sir, where a civil servant or other legislators 
whose annual salary is merely an equivalent 
·of the 1\tlinister's basic car allowance was 
made to sacrifice 10 per cent of his annual 
salary, 'the Minister who receives various 
forms of allowances- in the office:. at home, 
on the road, on overseas tours and in 
·Nigeria and elsewhere- in addition to his 
·salary of almost thrice that of the civil 
servant or the other legislators would have 

"· been made to sacrifice 30 per cent of his 
annual salary. 

(iii) The other Governments in Nigeria 
refused to abolish the basic car allowances 
of those engaged in their services in order 
that the standard of their civil service may 
not drop. 

(iv) By .the abolition of ~he basic car 
.allowances in this Region, civil servants 
and the other legislators would .be compelled 
to spend from their instifficient salaries for 

' all minor or major maintenance of their 
vehicles for which the self-same Regional 
_Government gave them advances to buy. 

(v) With the school fees getting 
increased, · pr ices of · commodities going 
higher daily, more and more call on the 
people to bear patiently ....................... . 

Mr Deputy Speaker: Order, Order: 

'Mr ·D. K . Olumofin: Order 27 (12). 
.. The Order says that a Member may be 

allowed to offer explanation ' on some material 
fact. I am offeri.ng an explanation so far as 
the Government is concerned. The civil 
servants' · basic allowance 1s no longer 

· withheld. · 

Mr. D eputy Speaker: You have · been 
given that information that civil servants' 

·basic allowance is no longer withheld. 

Mr · Atohengbe : Mr Speaker, Sir, if 
beforerl started my· spe'ech, I had no infonna­
t ion that the ~ 'basic car allowance for civil 
servants was no longer t9 be abolished, 

then it was my speech that moved the other 
man to give the information, and I have 
scored a p9int. (Cheers). . ' 

With the school fees getting increased, 
prices-of commodities · going- higher daily, 
more call on the people to bear patience under 
the already heavy burden of taxation for 
additional increase, the civil servants and the 
other legislator5 are faced , with a ,difficult 
problem of burning their candles at both · 
ends. Unless ·the basic . ,car · allowance is 
reconsidered for restoration with the austerity 
measure re-arranged, Sir, in order that the 
percentage of sacrifice is proportionately 
graduated on the basis of rank and grade 
groupings, I am afraid that there will be a 
situation wher.e, perhaps, the Government of 
this Region may not be numbered- and 
I pray that may God forbid- among those 
Governments in the Federation that do not 
only preach but also practise democratic 
socialism in this country. 

Development Plmi ,..::_Mr Speaker, Sir, it 
is on record that this Government had its 
1955-60 and 1960-65 Development Plans 
respectively. Y <;lU will agree with me, Sir, 
.that it is not possible that every corner of the 
Region receives a fair share of thes'e Devel­
opment Plans and my district Uhunwonde 
District Council area is not the best for it. 
I now appeal, on behalf of my people, to the 
Government to give our area the most 
beneficial priority in the execution of the 
1962-68 Development Plan. In my constit­
uency, Sir; we are in need of good motor~ble 
roads, tarred and widened . . we are also 
in need of water supply scheme and the 
existing one in !shan Division could be 
extended to Ehor and Uhun'wonde District 
Council .area and from l guenben via lgbanke 
in the Akugbe District Council area. The 
establishment of cassava industry in my 
constituency to produce gari, tapioca and its 
ailied products for home and overs<; as market 
will be welcomed by my people. The. taki;ng 
over and tarring of the 19-mile road bisecting · 
Ibadan/Benin road at Uhiere, a distance o.f 
3 7 miles·, would pave redused the distance 
from Benin' to Ekpoma by about more than 

· 15 miles, a journey of almost one hour.. My 
people are in dire need of tangible amounts of 
money in the form of loans and other agri­
cultural assistance towards the rehabilitation 
of their rubber. I should not forget to 
express my thanks to the Government for 
the completion of the tarring of the trunk 
"B" Benin-Ekpoma road passing through . 
my constituency. · · · 

Governor's Tours. - 1\1Ir Speaker, Sir, about 
twenty month s ago, H ii:l Hh:thnes!l .t he O ni of 
Ife, l~ .c .M.cr . , I\.B.E., was appointed Governor 
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of this Region. vVe, the people of the 
Midwest as wen as other parts of Western . 
Nigeria, rejoiced hnppily for this good gesture 

. of the Western Region. Mr Speaker, Sir, 
we were ,happy because, in His Excellency, 
two unique factors and qualities were 

.combine~: one of a grea~ ruler and another 
of an experienced leader: but we are 

·disappoint'ed, Sir, that up till now, His 
Excellency has not found it possible to visit 
the people of the Midwest area. In spite of 
this, we .are looking forward to welcoming 
His Excellency to our area at no distant 

. date not only to strengthen our loyalty to the . 
throne but also · to establish a lasting and 
friendly neighbourliness between the Yoruba 

bail while awaiting trial or on appeal by .the 
near relatives or defence counsel in the case of 
the remanded or convicted persons respective­
ly. Are we to believe,· Sir, that such is the 
motive of the Government in instituting 
these courts? The Government's action 
in this respect shall decide . the answer. 
For purposes of uniformity and equitable 
justice 'in the Customary Courts institutions, 
only persons who are legal practitioners 
should be eligible for appointment in the' 
Customary Courts Grades "A" and '.'B"; the 
plea of areas of jurisdiction and the remandina 
or conviction of accused persons withi~ 
their areas of 'jurisdiction should be more 
enforced. 

The preparation of a vernacular· version of 
West and the Midwest, for, in a little while 
we shall be with you and after a little while w~ the "Notes for Guidance in the . Customary 
shall be on our own in the Midwest Reg1on. Court Manual" that· WO).tld shortly be made 
"Better late than never". available to Presidents of Grades "C" .and 

"D" Customary Courts should be written 
Local Goverm~ent Police.-Mr Speaker, Sir, in all ·the principal languages or dialects of 

as "Man does not live by bread alone but this Region, including vVestern !jaw. , 
by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God" so also the success of Govern-· Educational Programme.:.....:..The people of the 
ment does not depend upon the ·balanced Midwest have not adequately benefited as 
Estimate alone hut also by the efficiency in far as educational facilities are concerned. 
every department of Government set-up. · The area deserves a University, not une­
The latter depends upon the amount of quipped mushroom Technical Colleges. To 
encouragement and improved standard of come nearer home, a Technical College was 
performance introduced by the Government proposed to be built at Benin City some 
itself. time ago, but nothing has been done so far . . 

Time is long overdue when Government We were recently informed that the T echnical 
.. should consider improvements in the . style College would now be taken to Auchi-we 

of Local Government Police uniform. Those wish them. good-luck. · Wheth~r the 
Of Us ho 1·- L 1·. "f d . Government intends ".t& make it a. bone 

w wore u1a ..:1 um orm urmg our f t t' b ·tw ··· · ·B · · · ·. 
eai-ly school days know how one feels on a ., 0 con __ en 1011 e . ee!l :: ~, em~ and ~tlcht. 
sunny day. This requires so mucheinphasis · · people, 110 one ki1?.WS!:? .ut w~tchever. · ts the 
h 

· f 1. h 1 h' ' case we would not go mto dtspute wtth our 
. t ere are vanous sorts o · tg t c ot mg A 1 · 1 · th d 1 · d · · d l"k 
for the Local Government Police uniform uc 11 n an nn an we wou t e to 
So that the kh 1 · h ld b · ll assure the Government that whether we are 

a n s ou ·· e occaswna y · T 1 · 1 C 11 · · 
used as .in the case of the Nigeria Police. gtven a . ec mtca 0 ege _or not, ~h~ Bm1s 
. · shall contmue to be heard hke the 1 roJans of 

The Customary Courts.-Some judges of old; 
Grades "B" and "C" Customary Courts in 
the Region have profaned the instittition of 
Customary Courts and m~de them weapons 
of their own for the treatment of other 
human beings mercilessly. We know of 
accused persons sent to Ubiaja and Ogv,rashi­
Uku prisons in !shan and Asaba Divisions 
respectively from lgbanke in Benin Division 
either on remand or to serve terms of impri­
sonment. We are also aware of others sent 
from Uromi in the ,Midwest to Ado-Ekiti in 
Yoruba West to serve prison sentences. 
We are further aware of offences committed 
in certain custom~ry courts' areas of jurisdic­
tion in Benin Division and which were 
tried in the !shan Division's Customary 
Courts. All these were done in order to 
render impossible or difficult the granting of 

. Medical and Health Facilities.-The devel~ 
opmcnt of medical and health .facilities as 
they 'affect Benin Division' is very poor indeed. 
The Minister of Health and Socinl Welfare 
would no doubt agree with me that there is· a 
great shortage of very qualified and specialist 
doctors in the General . Hospital there· for 
fome time now. The Ossiomo Leper-Settle­
ment also requires immediate increase in their 
medical and health facilities. These· r,equire 
verv serious consideration. · 

Probleni of Unemployment.~The rate at 
which the unemployment problem. incre8ses 
in the Region today is appalling: ~It differs 
in degree in different areas of the Region and 
is more pronounced in the Midwe$t area than 
in the other areas put together because~ . 
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. -. (a) we have .less number o~ Secondary 
· Modern Grammar and Techmcal Schools 

./rcompared with other 3reas of the· Region; 
.. '(b) ' the area is less industrialised and 
obviously neglected; 

(c;) we have been treated. with the worst 
type of Nigerian, colonialism in that our 
unemployed sons and daughters are forced 
to drift to the industrialised area with the 
result that ·we are getting depopulated; 
and · . 

(d) to a greater extent, all sorts of tribal 
·discrimination in appointment and promo-
. tions· have been practised bitterly against 
the people from that area as we ha vc 
noticed of those of them we have always . 
come across in the streets and office 
corridors in Ibadan, Ijebu-Oqe, Ikeja, 
Ogbomosho and, with your permission, 
Mr Speaker, Sir, Shagamu towns. 

We now appeal to the Government of this 
Region to put the matter of the unemploy­
ment of Midwesterners into serious considera­
tion and see to it that even distribution of 
amenities and industrialisation is practised 
throughout the Region. For R. G. Ingersol 
once said that, "The flower that gives its frag­
rance to the wandering air leaves its influence 
on the souls of men". 

The Parliamentary Secr etary to the 
Minister of Health and Social Welfare 
(Mr J. A . . Ogunmuyiwa): Mr S,peaker, 
Sir, I rise to support the Second Reading of 
the Budget which has been so ably moved by 
the· Finance Minister wherein it has been 

· p~oposed that the .·western Nigeria Govern­
ment is going to appropriate the sum of 
£19,118,510 for recurrent expenditure, and 
.£1 5,169,090 . for . capital expenditure for 
various· sexvices of the Region for the year 
1962-63 . . 

The Government is 'to be highly congratu­
lated on this ~(ery laudable proje.ct, and mark 
it, .;Mr Speaker, Sir, · 1962-63 is going to be 
the beginning of a wonderful era in the annals 
of Nigeria. It will ·be the beginning of a 
progressive and steady march towards our 

. economic emancipation. . . 
·• • ' . r . • 

:viewing these proposals as they are set out 
on_e. would :·almost . think that it would be 
impossible. for the Government to put them 
.all, -into, tliorough · execution, but looking 

.:' back fr.om 19.52 up till now, the Action Group 
Governmept has been carrying out success­

, fully· all its plans; therefore the one for this 
)'ear: so huge: as it '.looks, will also be carried 

' t hrough witli .success. 
- . ~ ~ ~· '. 

Agriculture.- Government has got many -' i 

schemes on agriculture such as cocoa proce~~:- · 
ing, palm produce processing . _and so, on . . 
On this I would wish the Government to note ' 
that, hitherto," rural areas are not cared for ' 
enough; they are overlooked; they are being 
overshadowed by big cities. For · instance, ~ 
Ibadan has overshadowed the small towns or 
rural areas around it. Ibadan has got more 
than enough of development projects. There 
you have the biggest University in West 
Africa; there you have the best Secretariat,; 
there you have the industrial projects such as 
Pepsi-Cola, Canning, Tyre-mol).lding and so .· 
on and so forth. My people will be grateful 
if they are not forgotten, for Aiyedade, where· 1 

you have Jkire, Apomu, and Ikoyi, are the . · 
centres where cocoa, palm trees and kola-nuts 
are grown in greatest quantities.' . We . w~1t ~.· 
cocoa and palm produce processing in 'these· 
areas. The Pepsi-Cola indu.stry will · thrive' · 
well there · · · · · ·' · · . .. ~· .. .. 

\. :.. . 
Also we want trade centres'tq be established., ·r· 

there. We also need one farm settlement in. 
Ikire. ·when all these would have beeri 
accomplished, we would reduce ··unemploy:­
ment in the place to a negligent minimurri'.~ 
The school leavers will . no more go abroad· 
seeking for jobs and, above all, you will make .. 
the farmers very wealthy indeed. So pleas~: · 
divert more att'ention to rural areas. -

.. \-.-: 
Health and Social Welfare.-On this '' I< 

have cause to thank the Government for· 
providing Aiyedade, my Constituency, with ·a 
rural health centre, but we are not yet 
quite satisfied. The .. · rural ·health centre' 
contains only five b '2ds. If one could \yitne(>s 
the attendance one morning; it would be · 
found to be almost as equal to the attendance 
in the University ,College Hospital or Adeoyo;' 
People flock there from Apomu, Ikoyi and 
even from Gbongan and Ode Omu. · We · 
would be . very grateful if the beds could be~ 
extended to fifty or more. · ·', 

Information.- There is one officer of this ' 
Ministry posted to Iwo ' to 1 serve Iwo, : · 
Aiyedade and Egbedore. · One officer cannot . 
cover these three Districts efficiently. :We 1_ 

want more officers .to be . posted to each•; 
District Council area. · · ~ · ·, ,. ··· 

Lands.- Last Friday, M;. Speaic~r,' ' si~, .~· 
I remember one hon. Member from Ijebu- . · 
Igbo referred to . · the Goverruiient Farm· · · 
Estate at Apoje, saying that he · had · n.ever w •. 
heard Government to connect the name of 
Ijebu-Igbo with the ·Farm Estate. In the­
first place, I wonder why such a m atter should 
be raised on the 'floor of this House. Secondly 
I am sure Government would not like to 
cause co~fusion of any kind by associating a , 

/:( 
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name or names of persons to a place that does 
not belong to such persons. Apoje Farm 
Estate and all the lands between Oshun River 
and ~hasha belong to Aiyedade. The people 
·of Atyedade would have cultivated the whole 
length and b~eadth of the land but the Fore~t 
Reserve created by the · Government from 
Shasha to Qshun, ·which is about ten miles 
pre~ents people 'from Aiyedade from pene­
tt:ating through ·to enable .them cultivate the 
whole larid . . ·Rivers always form natural 
boundaries between two important places; 
Oshun River between Aiyedade and Ijebu­
Igbo has shown clear demarcation. And not 
only that, Sir, Mr Sp~aker, a letter of author­
ity to collect taxes in the said area has been 

. given to the Aiyedade District Council by the 
then Resia~nt of Ibadan Province in the year 
1953. Th1s has shown beyond all reasonable 
.doubts that the area belongs to Aiyedade, i.e., 
all the land between Shasha and Oshun up to 
the sea belongs to Aiyedade District Council 
and it is non-controversial. Therefore i 
think, Mr Speaker, Sir, my hon. Friend f;om 
Ijebu-Igbo will turn his attention to' some-
where else. ·· 

Works and Transport.-The Government 
. has done a lot in tarring &orne of our roads in 
. Aiyedade and Orile Owu for which we thank 
the Government; yet th~re 'are certain very 
important roads that are not yet tarred and 
we shall be very grateful if Government's 
attention is focussed on them with a view to 

·tarring them during this financial year. 
They ~re: Apomu-Ago Owu, Ago-Owu­
Araroml and Mokore, Ikire-0deyinka­
Womonle and Ago Owu, Ikire-Akan, Apomu­
Awala and Ikoyi-Alagutan-Apoje and Ijebu-
·Igbo. ·· . . · 

· We are in .)lrgent and dire need of water 
. supply in Aiyedade~ It is hoped that 
. Government will soon start work on this 
essential project. . The last but not the least 
,is light or electricity_ supply. 

.. · · Mt Speaker, Si~, I commend the Western 
Nigeria Government to the care of the 

·Almighty God and pray that it may grow 
from strength to str~ngth. . . 

With these few remarks, r'beg to support. 

· Mr E. 0. Oke '( Ogbomosho So~th-West): 
Mr Spea~{er, Sir, it is my highly favourable 
opportumty to stand and support the Motion 
on the Appropriation Bill. In supporting 
this Motion, I cannot but first of all thank the 

.Western Regional Government for the great 
a.chieyements . ~ained within a short gap of 
tune m the Reg1on. 

Casting a retrospective view to some past 
events in the ·western Region, and imagining 
the different obstacles confronting the vast 
majority of the people in all spheres. of life, 
and ·comparing and contrasting the then 
situation of things with the present condition, 
one cannot . but shower some · words of 
encomium on many of the dynamic and res­
pectable Western Region teachers, who in . 
the _ midst of_ many oqds and dangers fought 
to?th. and nail to see that the · people· of 
N1gena as a whole, are a free sovereion -and 
independent country-possessing all . the 
rights, powers, and functions of Government. 
Not only that Sir; the Minister of Finance and 
the other Ministers who have worked together 
co-operatively and harmoniously, deserve 
big thanks for the special consideration given 
to the different headings while prepadng the 
Estimates for the year 1962-63. As a teacher ' 
would award marks to· his pupils at school, 
I would award them 99.9999 per cent ..._ · · 

In the field of Education, Sir, .the Govern­
ment of the Region voted a fabulous amount 
of money to pay the salaries of Western 
Region teachers, to recruit specialists, tutors 
and le.cturers, to increase the different aspect~ 
of pnmary schools, modern schools, high. 
and grammar schools, in-service training 
courses, adult education programme, :various 
colleges and technical schools throughout the 
Reg~on. As a matter of fact, it is really 
an mtellectual awakening which has raised 
the average intelligence of the peop.le and 
has reduced the horrors of mass illiteracy 
which is inimical to any national pro~ress. 

The institution of the University of Ife 
has paved the way for higher· education that 
will ensure higher responsibilities which will 
automatically contribute generously to the 
progress and upliftment of the Region 
academically . • 

Again, Si~,' it is understood that ·much 
hM been done by the . Western ·· R~gion 
Government to standardise the system of 
education in the Region and the effort on 
this is highly realised and appreciated by 
the vast majority of the people who are lovers 
of academic freedom and who are intellec­
tually honest. But, in ordei" not to make the 
education ·of these pupils to cling to artifi­
cialitie~ and ~uperficialities, it will be highly 
apprec1ated 1f the Government considers 
the _immediate possibili~ of introdu.cing 
multilateral or CO.n:1prehens1ve schools in the 
Region as an experiment. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I also suggest that much 
will be realised fi'om teachers if the hon. 
Members of this House recommend to the 
Ministry ?f Ed~cation the proposal that :th~ 
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pror<1otion of teachers ir, the Regiop shou ld 
strictly. be by efficiency on the job rather than 
mere academic achievements. 

1\II:r Speake:i:, - Sir, in the avenue- of agr i­
culture , trade and industr , the constant anci 
sys tematic effort by the VI estern Governrncnt 
in the ·economic potentialities of the Region 
hr.s :·csulted in most wonderful expansion 
of tb e range of industrial production through­
out the Region-for example, a cement 
factory at Ewekoro with an annual capacity 
of n.rJt less ·than 200,000 tons _of cement 
p iays an important part in the economic 
aspiration cf \ iVestcrn Nigeria. 

A-~~-ain, Sir, the canning and preservation 
of Luits ar~d vegetables, the - manufacture 
of w iscellaneous food p1·eparations, •the 
~11anufacture of rubber _product at Ibadan, 
the m.anufacturd of soft drinks, the manufac­
ture of wood at Sapele, t obacco manufacture, 
etc., introduced by the \Nestern Regional 
Government illuminate the diffe;:ent corners 
of the Reg1on · in trade, and trade brings 
p rosp erity even in the time of austerity· 
Ir~ca:E;_res, and prosperity· encou;:agcs wise 
mc:n, knowledge increases ,. n1ethod of living 
OCCO:TtCS br~tter, and people become healthier 
r:nd happier; . Are these things of little 
valiJ.e t o th.e cain't1!tlll.ity? 

l ~-: ay , Sir, that if· today tlw intellectual 
centre of rrravitv shifted fmm the known to the 
u nkDv'<'l'n-placc·, and even fron1 East t o \Vest: 
for i-:-mt matter, agric-.11ture is not only 
rcspo::-"sible fer it. 'T'o mee't the needs of 
,::::;pable farmers to •;xtex':td their farms, 
'">-,-,-. -ilme·,-, t <•p r· ·· -{' ·-''a;, __ lO""l-, ~nc1 "OTlSt 'Jn '- 1"{ .J .. J v . .... - _ ... J . .... .t . ··-' "-'.\. ... .t<,::u .... Lt...,) ,~ .. t ....... 1 . ...... t.J.; 

;o w c>tl"tl!t e _ Far:n ~ettlcrnent~ where the 
·yo·~.-E·:~. g r.e1en. of tl1e l:tcgio11 vvilll)e trni.ned i11 tl1c 
: :::.ockrn scientific way of .Fa:·n;ing so as -..:o 
r:1ain i.~.i:o the pl)ysical rigidity and turgidity 
cif th ::: Region through the 'activities of the 
f::,_ rrn -c- ~·s . Vvith your pe1·r;·1ission, M r Speaker, 
:: r,m l-,c--.,v telling tl-:is to those on tho:: Opposi-­
t ion si de of -this Bouse, that if they pl'ovc to be 
ij-y- s~:::-.11de;:-s while the Government of the 
··}l estcffi FZegion is t ry·iJ.rg t o re.si1ape a:1d 
r:~org~:n:sc, and t rying t;) put someth ing good 
::::, t b :: Region, t hey v1ill n ot b e blamed, 
~~J:.: ~j'' -:>\·ill 110t 1) e llUl~t i s l1ed , t:!.1e:_l '\vj ll no~~ 
t) e lr.i:: ~d , th ey -,vill n ot be chast i:-;cd, tl-:.cy ·will 
.1ot :.e imprisoned, but the o:·:ly cpitath 
and c;-> i~ram · on their grave will be "Born 
::-nan; d ied zero'' . . · -

'-' l\11· .Speaker, Sir, I beg to stt.PrHh-t1. · 
·~-~ -;~ . ~:t ~/o~~ 6ran:Hgb~e' .<o~utipup~r~N"orth­
~ n:ast : i-' l\1r. Speaker , S1T·, ! !'JSC to ilUpport the 

J.S' 62~ )3 App ;:-op rirrtion B ill whic:1 w as cleverly 
:)resC:~ : "lted by th-:: hon . I'!Ci 1.: is ~er of Fbancc, 

I arn 110\\'C"il':)r > v·,rurricd. H bit o·vc ;: tl~1~ c~O~\vn ... 
\VJrd trend ·of the rcvcr.u e of out· m ain 
crops as shmvn in the lVIinister's speech, 
copies of which were dist ributed to members 
bter. In 1959-60, the actu~ll ·revcnae on 
cocoa was ;:s.s millie;;, on paie·-. p rodt1cc £1 .'1· 
~·n i ll i on , w l1ik ot~ ;·ubL cr it was £1 A miilio:"l. 
t,io·\v, for tile sarn.e erops 1:11962-63 , t lt;.; ac tual 
::eve11ue dror>l)ed to £2.8 :;nilliorl Oil coco f:~ } 
[0.8 n1illion on palrn produce and £ 1.1 
million on rubber. That r.1eans that 'wi th in 
three yc;u·s; we arc expected to lose on 
coco8, about £3 million; on palm produce we 
arc loosing by /~.6 million, al:ld on r;.,1bber 
~:.;.3 million. In order that the finnnccs of 
this l\egion may not collapse some drastic 
measures must be taken to an·cst the situ<:tio:r1. 
I intlst 'vnrrnbe lVIinistcr of Fin~nce that the 
rr.asscs of this Region cannot pay 'IIlore thua·­
the- 9d. on a £1 on the income of taxable 
adults \vhicl: is reasonable. I do i1o~ 
expect the p oor r:nasscs of tb.i~ Region to 
pay n1o:rc than that. 

The Government should speed up its plan 
for indu!>tl·ies particularly small-scale indus .. 
tries for rural areas of this Region. The 
l\!I i:1is::er of Finance 1vas- yery corr ect" -vvhea · 
he said that many of those in upper classes of . 
om· society in this Region were not showing 
g·cod cxn.rnples . rf'o be precise) tlte U.p lJC1'" 

classes of this Region, some of · them arc 
habitttal tax cv<:clers . lt is rather d istressing 
to note that rnany of these top-i1otchc:rs are 
rncmbers of the _Action Group, the 1·ulir-!g 
party in this H.eg~o n. (InterrujJtions) . r-i'hey 
chiw m_uch r cv::ard frorn the Gaverm-.-lent 
Ztl'"ld. tl1ey spe.ad l~ss . 'fi1e G over-ruJ:le!Y~ 
shoulcl, yvltl1ont ~~ca1· o.:.: fav our, t alze cl:f~~tic 
steps ia orde1· thr1t people should han to pay 
CJ.G"!.111er..sl.u::::.t c tn.xes ar: d 1·atc~ . :<..ate collec·· 
t io.:J. i 11 tl1e ~:1an ·Js o: sornc lccat couJ.1ci ls i.e.. 
sornc nret:!J iE; a failure, an.d ti1c _C pver11.~YH~IA.t 
shoLlld l1ave to t~•-k~ control of this and have to _ 
improve t h e collcctinn or devist~ ways and 
m eans of improving th:~ collection. La1·gc · 
nun:.be r of :a:s:nble aduits still ev:::dc :·ates . 

~PoJ---ts . --S :::!-\;erc"!l 0f -~b. :! p o.t:ts ":Nc h a\r;; in t l1is 
l~egio11 . ~il~c ir1 tl-1e I'llic:'\vcs t r .. tld t~1c or1l~r OYlC 

outsid~ TYiicl"wc:-;t <1:ld worthy oi' n ote is at 
(' 1 ~: ..~ . ; . ~ 1"'\ • ;--p l, ; I ~ - ~ "li\tr C- ..-. ,..,1 ?'" 1:'1·- ~;-

} j•d\.. , }! l1.:_ ... ~l . ..1. .J ,.s J.) Cl l , ... r ,_;) ..:.. d.~- .. .. ~ ... 1 , l..J .-. J.. , 

silat:;icl be irnpro·ve(.:l a11d cleve~.op::cl b~c2~~1sc, 
if the lVfid:vvcst is created a I-\.egion ~w I 

. sincerdy hope, then VJC shall be left with 
thut p or t done. I lG10W the imrortancc of 
ports in this Region ; that i:; _ I am_ 
stt·esa.ihQ .that Oltitip Ui-jti has to be 
.-iio4 rMiilf ijiU;~PI~f4 , , 

'The G overnrnent :r.rus1; 

'e. 
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mineral in Okitipupa area, tar; the people 
of that area are making use of this local 
tar. If the Government can go into it, send 
.experts to this area and find out vvhat we 
can make with it,it should be to the advantage 
of this Region. The place · is in Okitipupa 
'Division: 

Electricity.-Okitipupa is the only Divi­
sional Headquarters in Ondo Province that 
has not been considered for lectricity. I am 
praying the Government to consider 
Okitipupa town for electricity. Okitipupa 
is about five or six times as big as Ikenne and 
is almost as big as Oshogbo. 

Roads.-In Okitipupa Division, we have 
few roads but the unfortunate thing is that 
some of the ·r9ads in Okitipupa Division are 
not well cat ed for by the Region~! Govern­
ment. Some of these roads are tarred but 

· the bridges are bad. We have committed no 
sin in Okitipupa Divi :i:m; and I think the 
Government of this Region should please 
strengthen our bridges and tar the road from 
Okitipupa, the home-town of your Parliament­
ary Secretary-the place is called Igboko'da. 
It is the worst road in the whole of the 
Division. There is also the Igbokin­

. Sanbome Embankment. Sometime ago, one 
han. Member from this side of the House 
.Jeft this area to join the other side. He 
wanted the embankment to be reconstructed. 
(Interruptions), and up to now, it is not in 
the Estimates. (Interruptions). 

Economic Mission.-Although we all praise 
' the Government . Economic Missions, yet 
it is as yet too early to assess the success. 
.Some people say that the Economic Mission 
was · a success. Much . of this Region's 
revenue was spent over . . the Economic 
Mission led by the Premier, from which we 
have not seen any fmitful result yet; and you 
are praising him and you continue to shower 
praises and encomiums and such other like 
complimentary exaggerations. I say that, it 
is Yet too early to assess the success­
(Shouts of sit down, sit down from the Govern­
m~nt Benches). 

Education.-We have about 250 Primary 
Schools in Okitipupa Di~ision, and there ate 
only eight Secondary Modern Schools to 
cope with the children coming out of these 
I rimary Schools. I am praying' Government 
to _encourage an individual or Voluntary 
Agency wishing to put up Modern Schools 
iri the Division in the interest of children 

.: coming out from these Primary Schools. I 
·will mention, Sir, that fake Secondary 
· Schools are rampant in this Region and charge 
:exorbitant entrance examination fees. I am 

advising that the Government should control 
entt'ance examination fees in this "Region. 
(Government Benches: Go and tell. the Ajayi 
Commission). There are Secondary Schools 
which charge about 1 Ss for entrance exatnina-

, tion. They have an inducement allowance 
which they give to the Headmasters; they 
promise them commissions. These entrance 
examinations must be controlled and regulated 
in this Region. 

Mr Speaker, I will descnbe the austerity 
measures·· as poverty through prosperity 
to the masses of this Region because prices 
of fopd are soaring higher and higher every­
day. (Interruptions). You have just cut 
10 per cent off your Minister's salaries. 
We w.mt you to remove from the Ministers' 
salaries 20 er cent and from han. Members' 
salaries 10 per cent; it is only then that we 
shall know that you mean prosperity in this 
Region through austerity. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I want to stress this point 
again: the question of roads in Okitipupa. 
I do not know what sin Okitipupa Division 
has committed. You have neglected that 
area; I hope that you will one day develop . 
it. In fact, we . want development now; 
we all pay tax and rates, and that is why 
I am asking you to develop the area (Inter-

. ru.ptions). You all know that part of 
Okitipupa Division is on water. There are 
certain teachers in these rural areas of the 
Division. . TI?ose places are very difficult to 
live in, indeed. I am advising the Regional 
Government to consider paying teachers . in 
these places some inducement allowance 
(interruptions); otherwise, they will refuse. 
to go there to teach, and if you force them 
to go there, they will not do their very 
best, unless you encourage them. · · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I remember .a point~ 
a very important point. The Government 
of this Region is doing its best to establish 
in-service training courses for unti"'.:tii:H:!d 
teachers; there are no sufficient centres f0r 
the untrained teachers, with the result that 
only a handful of these untrained teachers 
do enjoy this training. More centres must 
therefore be set up. At least in Okitipupa 
Division, there must be 'three centres : 
one at Okitipupa township, one at Irele 
and one at Ilutitun or Igbotako. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Midwest Affairs (Mr B. E. 0. · 
Osagie): Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg.to support 

. the Appropriation Bill for 1962-63. (Applause). 
I am seeking this opportunity to congratulate' 
the W es'tern Re"gion · Government for the 
many amenities provided for my area and the 
Midwest as a whole. (An Opposition Mem ..._ 
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ber: You·have to mention them). Some of.the 
many amenities are as follows: 

(a) the three bridges already constructed 
on ,Benin-Siluko Road over River Ovia; 

(b) the proposal· in the current yc:-~r's 
Estimates (1962-63) making provision 
for the . tarring of Benin-Siluko Road 
which is twenty-five miles from Iguorhiakhi 

. to Siluko town; 
(c) the . provision in the 1962-63 Esti­

mates for the bridging of River Ovia at 
. Iguodakhi; · · 

(d) the provision for boring rural water 
supply for the Iyekovia District Council 
Headquarters, Iguobazuwa, and 

(e) the provision for grant to improve 
Usen-Omifurifun Road. • 

Besides, it is very gratif-ying that the 
Government has close interest in the people · 
of the Midwest, especially in assigning to the 
Minister of Midwest Affairs, the honourable 
J. E. • Otob,o, the portfolios of Local Govern­
ment, Chieftaincy and Crown land within 
the Midwest area. This is a recognition of 

·. _the entire Midwest and · peace-loving 
·. people of this vas"t improving area. More so, 
it clearly shows the keen interest and respect 
the Western Region Government has for our 
people. 

I also assure the Western Region Govern­
ment a sound and renowned publicity and 
popularity in the whole of the Midwest. Mr 
Speaker, Si~, before I sit do~, I will like to 
mention more of the amenities which the 
Government of this Region , has promised 
my area..:._the Midwest; s·ome of the promised 
amenities have been got: I refer to the 
three bridges already constructed in 1960-61 
and also the tarring of a sixteen-mile Benin­
Siluko Road. This shows clearly that the 

· Government of this Region has a !,;teat 
regal d for us. So it is not being fair to the 
Government if some of us should attack 
th~ Government on the floor of this House; 
instead we should show some-sign of grateful­
ness. · (Applause). 

With these few remarks, !\1r Speaker, Sir, 
I beg to support. · 

Mr A. Adisa (Ibadan South-East Rural): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, in rising to speak on the 
Appropriation Bill, I am of the opinion that 
this ·Budget, if it is to be correctly given a 
ria'me, · should not be "Prosperity .through 
Austerity". I think it ' should be called the 
:"Reallsation . Budget". The reason why it 
olight'to be given that name is because,· going 

· throu~h the speech of th~ hon. Minister of 

Finance, one could see that he was absolutely 
frank; but then, the nature and· the diversity 
of the problems which now beset the Govern- · 
ment are too clear for ine to . laugh about. 
It is also the Realisation Budget bec.ause it ,:" 
appears that the scheme .of the founding ·:. 
palace ·of the Nigerian nation, when they 
went to draw up the Constitution of Nigeria, 
would appear to go round now. At that 
time, we had arch tribalists on the other side 
and they set out to carve an empire or 
dominion or freedom for themselves; · Un­
fortunately, they were · ncJ quite :versed in 
the history of all Federal Constit{Jtions, so 
they thought it would not, be good to allocate 
to the Central Government those responsibi- . 
lities for the problems which are common· . 
throughout the Federation. They realised ' 
when they went to draw up the Constitution 
-that they must have to co-operate with the 
Federal Gmrernment; that is why I went . 
through the speech of the ho.n. Minister of ' 
Finance and found that he was 'trying to c:lo 
justice to the present Constitution whereby 
he feels and admits that there is no happiness, 
no destiny for this Region-even for this 
Government-unless they co-operate fully 
and effectively with the Federal Government. 

. .. It 

First, I turn to, with your permission, Sir, • 
page 23 5 where the hon. Minister of Finance 
says "I shall be failing seriously in my. duty · 
if I do not s,ay in this House that this Govern­
ment fully supports the fiscal measure, 
announced by the Federal Minister of Finance 
in his Budget Speech last week". Again, ,on · 
page 227, he said: "While still on this pain~; 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I would like to refer to tP,e 
progress ·, which has been .made in the past . 
year in the field of inter-governmental ·'co-:-" 
operation". This emphasises just one point: 
before those days, the Action Group Govern­
ment of this Region used to parade openly, 
shamelessly, that they are first in · 
that tiiey alone possess all · 

, power, throughout the whole 
and now, 'they admit, they accept, that 

' are part and parcel of the Federation 
Nigeria, and that their problems' could 
be solved by· their being co-operative 
the Federal Go,emment. I say this beC::aw:oe 
most q£ what I am going to tell this 
ment will relate specifically to. a 
of the areas of . authorities, areas· 
operation of the Regional . 
contni-distinction with the Federal · 
ment. If this is not done, there. is no. •u"'.'"'"'"'5•·'ii' 
kidding anybody; even a ·fool cannot . 
deceived. If you have prosperity, you would 
not just like to exchange it for austerity;· This 
is too obvious and there is ~no reason w~y ­
anybody should come b,ere .and .try to ~~ .. 
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wool over our eyes by speaking of prosperity 
through austerity. · Nobody is interested in 
their new stunt-"prosperity through 
austerity". Have we .. forgotten that the 
Action Group used to proclaim from the top 
of their roofs that there would be life more 
abundant for everybody? And did we have 
it? . No, my Friends. Now they have come 
here, shamelessly and ingloriously, to say 
that there· js no suc4 thing as life more 
abundant and that what everybody should 

, have is a life of austerity. If one is not 
dead before their austerity ends, perhaps 
one will get prosperity r As far as ~ am 
concerned, I do not want to be on the 
receiving end of austerity measures; I ·do not 
want to be at all. · 

The.hon. Minister of Finance. has said that 
he deprecates the kind of pr<>paganda going 
on as to this Government being bankrupt or 
otherwise. Well, frankly, I have not heard 
people saying that this Government has gone 

' bankrupt, but we know that the Government 
is· going bankrupt; that is all we say; we do · 
not say that the Government is bankrupt 
already. • I know, Mr Speaker, Sir, that this 
aspect of the matter is the one which caused 
a lot of internal crisis in the Action Group 
Party. It is the cost of this economic policy, 
the idea of having wasted ·almost all the 
money which the former Premier saved. in his . 
regime, and which the one who has taken over 
has almost· squandered ......... (interruptions). 
This is one . of the reasons which caused the 
internal · troubles in the rank and file of the 
Action Group Party. 

' We note, again, that the Minister of Finance 
spoke of the Economic Mission, a report of 
·which he said would be presented to 
Members. Up . till now, Mr Speaker, we 
have not had that report and that shows the 
utter futility of these 'Economic Missions. 
I believe that the proper thing · for this 
Government to ·do is to rely on the. data 
supplied to _it by the Federal Government. 
Apart · from that, we do have, I think, the 
Agents-General in almost all these foreign 
countries and it would be quite proper (or us 
to make use of these agencies than to engage 
:on sprees whereby you will go to appear on 
television screens in _. the United States of 
:America and where people will refer to you, 
not as the Premier of this Region, but as 
the Prime Minister of Nigeria; and even 
then, you. will not have the grace to correct 
.the man who ,may announce you as the 
.Prime Minister · of the · Federation. You 
would -just keep mute and say, "Oh well, 
this ·mistake is not intentional"; then you 
would say to yourself that you h:we looked 

very big 'and very powerful. So, I feel that 
all these Economic Missions, undertaken by 
you, are not helpful to us; after all, we arc rio 
experts. We should allow the experts-the 
civil servants-to do these thingl'l fo!" us . It 
is they who really do the planning for you, 
and if anybody should be sent abroad, it is 
these civil servants .who should go _ abroad, 
learn what should be· learnt, and corne home 
to teach us what should be taught. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I notice that the hon. 
Minister of ·Midwest Affairs is not ,quite 
happy this evening. Well, there is a good 
reason why he should not be happy. · 

--The l\1inister of Midwest · Affairs -
(Mr J. E. Otobo): I am enti tied to dictate 
·my own attitude in the House·, and, secondly, 
I am entitled to keep mute over a speech 
which is uselessly meaningless. (Applause). 

Mr Adisa: I will draw myself in touch 
in my vituperative language in which my 
good Friend has ·· indulged; that is the 
characteristic of .the people from where he 

(G ·. · B · h. · . Ah t h. ") -comes. . . . . . . overnrnent enc es. . a ·• . . 
Mr Otobo: It is unparliamentary to 

impute motives not only to a .Minister of the 
Government but to a section of the Region. 
For this reason he has got to withdraw. · 

(Government Benches: W£tlzdraw, withdraw) 
. . . . . 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Minister . did 
not quote the number of the Ord~r but I will 
help him-it is Order No. 27 (5)~ 

"It shall be out· of order to use oJfensive 
or ii1sulting language about Memoers of the 
House". · · 

I hold that the reference to the a'rea from 
which the Minister for Midwest Affairs 
comes is unparliamentary; therefore please 
withdraw. 

.Mr Adisa: Withdrawing under · your . 
order that part referring to his Region, I say 
now that the hon: Minister of Midwest 
Affairs has indulged in vituperative language 
which may only be related to the party to . 
which he belongs (Interruptions from Govern" 
ment Benches: "Shame, shq.me"). ' · 

. . 
I was saying that this hori. Gentleman was 

not happy this evening and there are very · 
good reasons why this is so. If the Midwest 
is created he will be . a shadow minister; . 
that being so, how. do I expect him to be 
happy? That is the point to which I was 
referring. I mean that if other people have 
been offended-well, there .is. no need to be 
offended these days. When you go to the 
Midwest to campaign, that ·is the time for 
you to lose your temper. · 



495 1962-63 Appropriation 9TH APRIL, 1962 Bill-Second Reading 496 

(1\IIR ADISA] 
Now, Sir, again we heard of the reference 

made to cocoa calamities; so I call it, because 
ever) one knows that since the fall in the 
price of cocoa in this Region things have not 
been too good and I myself I sympathise 
with the Government of this Reciion. It 
is ·the sort of calamity which partly .derives 
from the nature of their own economic 
doctrine and partly derives from the nature 

. of their political belief and, thirdly, derives 
from the way they spend their money, and 
I· do , sympathise with the farmers of this 
Region who have been so deceived, so well 
'deceived, that the Action Group had alwa s 
and constantly received the votes of the poor 
farmers only now to be repaid by falling prices 
in cocoa and I say that' this should not be so­
there is no reason why the price of cocoa 

· should take the downward trend. During 
the time of the allocation of.revenue, 'millions 
of pounds belonging to farmers ' were passed 
over to the Action Group Government so as 
to cushion the prices of cocoa at fourteen 
mil.lion pounds, if my information is correct. 
£1'4 million were passed over to this Action 
Group Government, and if the millions of 
pounds were given to them readily to cushion 
the prices of cocoa and the price has fallen 
that is the Cocoa calamity as I call it. 

Now I feel that the Action Group Govern­
tnent of this Region will cover their face with 
shame . for having squandered and wasted 

·· these · millions of pounds which were given 
to them in trust so that the farmers might not 
be affected in any downfall in the price of 
cocoa. On the other hand, we rejoice that 
the Federal Govern,ment has taken appro­
priate step~ to alleviate the position of the 
farmers, and we are sure that the farmers of 
this Region will appreciate the action of the 
Federal Government, take it upon themselves 
that in all future elections in this Region they 
will only vote for that Party the NCNC which 
ha~ actually supported them and tried to come 
to their aid in the way of the formation of the 
"Cocoa Producers' Alliance", 

Now, anyb.ody who was in this town , 
last year will remember that when we were 
discussing . this question of the fall in the 
price of cocoa the Opposition made certain 
constructive suggestions. Some of these 
relate to the establishmen.t of industries' for · 
the manufacture of cocoa products like 
chocolate and · cocoa beverages. But it is 
most . surprising that the Action Group 
Government had not yet embarked upon 
the realisation of this scheme. We do not 
know what , their reasops are; , perhaps it 
might be that the 10 per cent could not be 
easil¥ paid from such an exploit; it might 

be that they had not the interest of · the 
farmers; only God knows; only Heaven 
kriows. But we of the Opposition are not 
happy over that kind of indulgence and 

·inactivity of the Action Group Government of 
this Region. 

Now, Sir, about the Civil Service which the 
hon. Minister of Finance spoke on page 223 
of the Hansard of ~he 4th April, 1962-
( Government Benchr>s: What is that?) 
I mean the Official Report. The Minister 
started by saying:-

"It is " gratifying for me to .see that 
judging from the consultations which have 
taken place that members of our Civil 

. Service too are no less eager to demonstrate 
the new spirit of the times and accept 
their shares of the sacrifices.'' 

Now reading that and giving it the literal .' , 
meaning, ' all one could draw from that 
is that civil servants have agreed to 'the 
withdrawal of basic allowance and other 
cuts in their emoluments; that is all that one 
would draw. But; just 'about two days ago, 
insult w~s added to injury in that t.he informa­
tion about the restoration of ·the basic 
car allowances to' the civil servants was not 
announ~ed to this House but it was announced 
o'titside this House. Mr Speaker, Sir, I . do 
implore this Oove1·nment to respect this , · 
House and to note that it is the tradition in · all ' 
parliamentary democracies that all . these 
points of information should always be given ·· 
to the House when the House is in Session; 

· and I believe, too, that it was out of place for 
the Minister of Finance to speak in this wise. 
Even before the debate on the Budget was 
concluded, we know that civil servants were 
most unhappy about the cut in their basic 
and car allowances. (Interruption). (Govern- ' 
ment Benches: How do ·you know?) · 

I lrnow that if they were very happy there ·' 
is no need to restore these basic and car •. 
allowances, and in fact, I know that even an . 
ignorant' man will know that civil servants 
were most unhappy. The trouble with the 
Regional Government here is that it is in a 
hurry. I mean that the Government of 
this Region discussed all these points with 
the other Governinents of the Federation and 
there was no 'reason why it should go alone. 
There was no reason, but because the Regional 
Government wants to take undue advantage 
and to say that it possesses originality, -· 
because of that it has rushed first into 
iniquity, first in errors of omission- (Interrup­
tions and laughter from all sides of the House). 
I do not know, Sir, what kind of Goverr.ment -
we have. It is so difficult to know their kind 
of mentality. 
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Now, Sir, I find that the Minister 9f 

Finance has not brought the ,correct thing. 
I find · that what will save this Region in the 
way of taxation could be related to the fact 
.that party politics plays a considerable part 
on this. question of the allocation and collec­
tion of taxes. I believe, Sir, that what should 
be done is to insulate the question of taxdtion 
completely from party politics. This would · 
be the ·best thing because one is reminded 
to note that if you are asking all of us to make 
sacrifice, then we would like not only an 
assurance that there would be equality in 

· respect of the demand for these sacrifices 
,but that when the harvest will begin to pour 
in all of , us will be equally benefited. vVell, 
I do not !mow when we w6uld start the 
harvesting. I lu1ow that the Action Group 

· Government would witness during their own 
regime the harvesting of all these projects 
and also that within the next one or two years, 
when we take over either as· the result of any 
election or as a caretaker government after 
the formation of the Mid\y~st State-well, 
I am not prepared to spoil your harvest for 
you, but I am sure that all these are questions 
which have been weighing very heavily in the 
minds of the Action Group Party leaders. 

Now on the question of Courts, Sir, I have 
to say that the premises of the High Court, 
particularly the Registry is an eye-sore-there 
is no doubt about it that the place is not 
commodious enough to house all the officials 
of the High Court. In 'fact if one wants a 
record of the proceedings of judgment, it 
takes as long as two, three, four, six months 
even, Sir. I do not mean that the Members 
of the Government should be happy over 
this. I think it is a need that weighs heavily 
upon their minds that the quality of mercy 
will be affected by the k;ind of provision 

1 that is give~ to the permanent officials of the 
Department. Again, Sir, in respect of this 
Court, I do wish that the Registrars for 
Customary Courts should be appointed as 
the Customary Court Judges because they 
are quite .familiar with the procedure and 
administration of justice and this would be 
quite a far better way of insulating judiciary 
from politics. I would not say more about 
this until we come to the Head (Interruptions 
from Government Benches: Is it a "big" head 
or a small head, your honour?) 

It would be as big as the heads of those who 
always fail. · 

Now, Sir, going to the agricultural policy 
of the Government all I wish to say at · this . 
stage, Sir, is that it appears to me that this 

. . Government is trying to create moreproblems 

than it set out to solve, particularly- in the 
establishment of these farm settlements. 
The point is that thousands of poor peasants 
are driven out of their own farms. They arc 
given some sort of compensation.· Thev. are 
not traders, they are not businessmen. · \.Vhat 
happens? These people jump to the cities; 
within a few days or weeks they spend · 
all the money given to them and, ·of course, 
become unemployed. · (Government J3enches: 
But you are not a farmer). I am a son of a 
farmer and I am quite proud of that. (Interrup­
tions). 

Now what happens is that I would 'rather 
prefer that instead of the establishment of 
these farm settlements the Government 
should fo.rmulate policies whereby the farmers 
themselves could modernise their farming 
and be able to employ as . many worl(ers on · 
their land as possible. · ' 

Television Service.-It is necessary, at this 
time of austerity measures, that the Television 
Service of the Western Region ·should . be 
scrapped totally. It is a waste of money 
if it is allowed to exist, as the Federal Tele'vi­
sion service covers the whole Federation. 
The poor people in tpis Region do not need 
this ser:vice since a majority of them h ive no 
means to buy a set. Only a,few could afford 
to · buy sets. So if this service is merged 
with that of the Federal Government, there 
will be a considerable saving for this Govern-
ment. : 

I have just heard outside this House that 
the Government will not cut off basic car 
allowances as recently announced: This 

·may be a good idea but I wish to say that 
it has not . been announced on the floor 
of this House. We are the people ·responsible 
for making laws in this Region and such things 
should be discussed first in this House. We 
have heard a lot.about it in the town but we 
shall await the confirmation· of the rumour 
from the Government before this lVIeeting 
is over. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I wish to say that the 
recent cut in the salaries 'of all politicians is 

.not sufficient. If we want to make actual 
sacrifice the Ministers should receive not · 
more than £1,500 per annum, Parliamentary 
Secretaries £840 per annum, and- all other 
Members £250 per annum.. This will be an 
example for all other Governments in the 
Federation . to follow, . and even the civil 
servant;> who do not wish to make any 
sacrifice at prese11t will follow .our footsteps. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, again in order to save money 
the !),umber of Ministers in this Region should 
be reduced to ten and Partiamentarv Secre­
taries to six. I will say here, this ·evenmg, . 
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that this Government is wasting money by 
creating unneccessary posts for their poli.~ical 
friends. Briefly, Sir, if all my suggestiOns 
are taken into consideration, as I am sure 
you will, we shall have sufficient rnoney_.to 
establish industries throughout . the Regton 
and this will reduce unemployment to a 
'certain extent, and there will be JlO need to 
tour round the .world to borrow money. 

Mr Speaker, · Sir, the farmers are not 
happy with the compulsory acquisition of land 
for farm settlements. Why is it that this 

, Goveri1ment is very ·fond of using force, 
or very fond of acquiring land by force 
Without giving the farmers concerned ade­
quate compensation? This is a very bad 
act to the people who have voted you in 
power. · I am sure that many of you will 
definitely lose at the next election becaw>e of 
this ignominous attitude. I am sure of this, 
because I come from a rural area where this 
type of thing has happimed . . 

In conclus.ion·, Mr Speaker, I beg to 
support. 

Mr 0. ·0. Gbolahan (Oyo North-West I): 
Mr Speaker, Sir; I rise to support the 1962-63 
Appropriation Bill which was ably presented 
by the hem. the Minister of Finance . . 

I am not going to waste the time of this 
honourable House unnecessarily, but · we 
should be grateful if the Government of this 
Region would consider the tarring of all roads 
in my· constituency as soon as it is possible. 
We are grateful for all that the Government 
has done but, if all roads are tarred completely, 
i~ wi-ll ·'help all traders in my area and the 
Region· as a whole. We need pipe-borne 
water in my area also, as this will contribute 
.to. the health of my people. We find it 
difficult during the dry season to get water to 
drink, arid . people in my area always travel 
some miles before they get yvater. I think 
if pipe-borne water is introduced our trouble 
will be minimised. 

The .. poor fa~'ers in my area should be 
helped. Elephants are troubling us in my 
area by destroying our crops. · It is from the 
produce of the farm that the farmers live; 
it .is from the proceeds of their labour that 
they educate ·'their children and pay taxes to 

· the coffers · of this Region. Elephants always 
. destroy . our · cash crops a~nually and so 
render the farmers' labour unprofitable. 
Mr .Speaker, Sir, my people and myself are 
loyal to this .. Government of the Action 
Group and . shall therefore be grateful for 
.any help which this Government can render 
· to curb the destructive activities of elephants 
in our area. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Information (Mr S. A. Okeya) : 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the Appro­
priation Bill, 1962-{)3, and in doing so, I must 
congratulate the hon. the Minister of Finance, 
Chief J. A. 0. Odebiyi, for the characteristic 
able way in. which he. delivered the ·goods. 

It is a Bill which reveals the Action Group 
Governm~nt Party's activities coupled with 
fertile brains under the worthy .leadership · 
of Chief S. L. Akintola. It is often said, in 

.. the history of the Egyptians, that without 
Nile there would be no Egypt. We can say 
the same thing in tJ:te West here; that without 
the Action Gn,mp Party, there would be no 
good Government in Western Nigeria. Take 
all the Actiori Group members from the 
Western Region and there will be little or 
nothing left. 

Reading through the Appropriation Bill, 
one would see clearly that .. the financial 
position of the Government ,of Western 
Nigeria shows from year to year its determi-:­
nation to make this Region a "\Yelfare State. 

I am seizing this golden opportunity to 
appeal to the Government to spread the 
benefit of ·industrial enterprises uniformly· 
throughout the Region. In particular, if . a 
suitable industry could be located in Ekiti, 
the people will make a generous offer of land. 

The efforts of this Government to cater for 
the welfare of the people in the remote 
areas is already well known. The rural 
areas are so much entitled to the basic social 
amenities for their comforts and welfare as 
the large urban or municipal areas. In this 
connection, Sir, may I remind the Govern­
ment of my appeal last year for rural water 
supply for certain parts of my constituency as 
soon as possible. - These places include. 
Ise, Emure, Ekiti, Igbara-Odo, Ilawe and 
Ogotun. The towns that I have mentioned 
above stand in urgent need of pipe-borne 
water supply. I am seizing this opportunity 
to thank the Government of Western Nigeria 
for the supply of urban pipe-borne water 
to Ikere, costing the Government of · this 
Region £445,000. The places mentioned · 
above can also do with electricity when 
such amenity becomes available. 

In your road programme, we would p~ay 
.. that the Emure-Supare-Ikare road, about 26 
miles from Ikare, which had been con;tructed 
by the co~unal efforts by the people ·of 
Emure and Supare be giyen attention. We 
pray that the Government should help in 
constructing bridges over little Osse and 
Oyimo. If the road is completed, it will 
provide a considerably shorter · route from 
Ilesha to Akoko via Emure Ekiti than · the 
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[MR 0KEYA] Mr T. E. Igugu (Central Urhobo East): 
present 'route through 'Aimre and O~o and Mr Spealcer, .Sir,· I . rise . to support the 
the ·same· thing with Ilesha via Ado-Ekiti 1962-63 Appropriation Bill, ably moved by 
and Ikare: ·The Ekitis and Akokos have the hon. l\1inister of Finance, and in doing so, 
much in common. Many people in Akoko Sir, I think it is customary and courteous for 
live and far111 ifl Ekiti soil ancl there is a.wide l'l'le to emnmend the efforts of the Govern .. 
exchange of goodwill between the tvvo ment, _and the effort of the .. Minister of 
divisions .. ·The roads should therefore receive Finance in particular, for this comprehensive 
the attention of the 'Government, and w~ pray and progressive Estimate which is designed 
the, .Gov~;:rnmerit for immediate action. to balance the Budget. I appreciate tha:t it is 

. not an easy task to present a well-balanced 
· · I thank the Government of this Region for Estimate like this, but if this Estimate is · 

the· valuable .work being done in tarring the -pursued without prejudice, if this Estimate is 
thirty-four miles of road between Ilcere, Ise,_ , judiciously operated upon, the Minister and 
Emure and Owo, and thirty-two 1oiles of road his Ministry must have gone a long· way in 
between · Ado Ekiti, Ilawe, Igbara-Odo, ' improving the social and economic welfare 
Ogotun and ' Jpetu-Ijesha. Nearly a.\1 our of the people of this Region during the 

. important roads had · been · tarred with the current financial year. But, Sir, we' of the 
exception of the' Ikere-Igbara · Odo road; Opposition of \¥estern Nigeria entertain 
Igbara · Odo, · · Ikogosi, Emure, Supare, fear from time to time as to how Government 
Akingba via Ikare. will be able to distribute- its major devel­

We have to thank the Government for 
~the ' Dispensaries and Maternity ·centres 
being provided. We still need more in 
'Ekiti Southern District Council Area. In 
short, we need one General Hospital to cater . 
for 80,000 people in that area. · 

·The Government of this Region, deserves 
a great deal of praise for voting a .large sum 
of money for Agriculture, knowing fully well 
that Agriculture is really the backbone of 
this . Region. The establishment of farm 
settlements throughout the Region deserves 
commendation. More farm settlements 
should be established, particularly in Ekiti, 
wher5 soil is rich in plant food. It is a land 
of plenty-a land flowing with milk and 
honey. 

The Government should se~ that more 
money should come in to run our Six-Year 
Development Plan. We cannot run a Region 
on cheap, generous aids, as grants - from 
Britain are no more coming after our National 
Independehc.e. · R ich · Nigerians must be 
taxed, and heavily too. A heavy income tax 
should be imposed on all such-- Nigerian 
incomes, with severe penalties for all attempts 
at evasion and failure to render truthful 
accounts for assessment. Government must 
ex~rcise a far more effective control than at 
present over the commercial combines. The 

.. :wealth of this country should be kept in the 
country, and for that reason all native trading 
-tnust be encouraged, but no mbnopolies: 
Trusts or concerns can be allowed · in the 
hands ·of · either faithful ·firms or ·Africans 
and there must be drastic punishment for all 
who deal in the black market. 

. -Mr- Speaker , Sir, I beg to s·upport the Bill. 

opment projects evenly a111<mg the people 9f 
the Region. . I am saying this · from expe­
rience: The last Budget or Estimate was as­
promising as this one, but the outcome was 
very poor. 

As hon. Members will remember, millions 
of pounds were approved by this House · for 
the services of the Region during the last 

· financial year. The outcome was that some 
places in the Region w~re made to feel · the 
existence of Government, and others did not 
know that Government existed at all. The : · • 
Government, 'instead of sharing evenly the ~ 
benefits that accrued from the Estimates, 
simply concentrated the resources in their 
reach to a very privileged few people in the 
Yoruba West. This, Mr Speaker, Sir, is the 
fear of the Opposition in a nutshell. I am 

· not attacking the hon. Minister of Finance by 
so saying. He has done his job. 

Mr Speaker; Sir, it is advisable for Govern.; 
ment to show the benefit that · shall accrue 
from this ' Estimates on a · Divisional basis. 
I should like to repeat that it is of no use for 
Government to concentrate its development 
programme in the already developed areas 
or to a privih~ged few . . If John is the 
1\llinister, . never should he concentrate his 
development fund in Ogbomosho . because 
John is from Ogbomosho. Mr Speaker, Sir, 
this amounts to an abuse of office. 

Mr Deputy Speaker : Order, Order . 
I say tl'iat the hon. Member wouldn't be in 
onler by mentioning John even hypothetically 
but still I see that something is wrong; · Be 
referred to "abuse of office"-it is · rather 
too, low on the floor of this Hoti~e. , . 

.. Mr Igugu: Mr Speaker, Sir, I withdraw; 
without . shame, ; on . your request. 

·.: 
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, Mr' Speaker, Sir, Government should not 
: launch its development programme in places 

alr«,:!ady developc.d; places like Ikeja and 
Agege. Before any programme is said to be 
good it nl"ust contribute to the resources of 
the community which Government controls. 
If this is not done, then the less fortunate 
areas which Government has neglected will 
hold Government to ransom. Care should be 
taken to ensure that every Division in ·this 
Region shares the benefits that will accrue 
'from the Estimate: 

I am not satisfied with Government's 
plans to improve cultivation or · rubber and , 
timber in · the Midwest Area. You are no 
doubt fl:Ware, Sir, that rubber and titpber 
are t).le -G niy two main economic crops for 
the people of _the Midwest. I would like to 
deal with these two items one after the other ... 
I will .deal with rubber first. 

I se~ 'that Government is establishing farm 
settlements in some parts of the Midwest and 
rubber is being cultivated in the farm settle­
ments. Not . only that, ·this provides 
employment for a very few people who are 
unemploy~d. . This farm settlement is not 
intended for the farmers but for students of 
agriculture. · I. think this an unscrupillo~s 
thing for a Government to do. I know that 
Government is trying to · compete with 
rubber farmers in the Midwest. 

I therefore suggest that Government 
should pay greater attention to · the farmers. 
Government should educate the farmers on 
how they could get the best yields from their 
farms. Government should organise Rubber 
Farmers Co-operative Societies in th'e Mid­
west and give -loans to them to enable them 
to build modern Rubber Processing Factories 
from village to . village as it is . in the case 
of Oil Pioneer Mills. I think this will · 
improve the quality of rubber production in 
the area and thus increase the demand for our 
rubber in world markets. . This done, Sir, 
the · Government should establish a Rubber 
Marketing Board with a view to regulating 
the rapid fluctuation in producer prices. 

Now Sir, I will deal with timber next. 
I note Sir, that Government has no intention 
whatsoever to think about the ways and 
means of improving the timber industry 
in this Region. Timber is an important 
forest product which has contributed largely 
to the promotion of ' this Region's revenue 
f9r some yeats ·past. I am sure that it shall 
contique to do so as time ·goes on. Now 
Sir, there is nothing wrong in it if this 
Government spends half of the money or 
revenue collected from timber in the way of 

export duty in improving the timber industry. · 
With your kind permission Sir,,. you will 
find that during 1960-61 a total sum of about 
£230,036 was collected from timber. The· · 
Minister of Finance has, during his Budget · 
Speech, accused some timber · dealers of , 
failing to comply with the Forest Ordinance ~ 
which he descr,ibed as illegal traffic in logs: · 
He also made mention of importers of · 
merchandise who, by falsification of invoices " 
and other devious meal}S avoid the payment of · 
the appropriate import duties on the goqds 
they import. But Mr Speaker Si.>:, this is not . 
a very good report which the Minister has . 
given to the House. If the Minister thinks . 
that this Legislature has not made ' the · 
appropriate law which will hu~t these offend- .~ 
ers, then the right thing to do is to introduce · 
a Bill ·Or Amendment Bill which will em- · 
power those in authority to bring the offenders ~ 
to book. As I have said during the debate 
on the · Supplementary Appropriation Bill, .. 
Government is not caring to collect revenue. · 
If the authority is ' covered by legislation . · 
or ordinance to check the offenders of this 
fraudulent action, who I understand ' are c 
Action Group ·members- (Interruptions)- ·~ 
the Minister must have gone a long way to ,.' 
confinn my statement that Government is·,; 
almost giving up the ghost in the collection of ·• 
revenue. This honourable House need ··not 
be bored with loss of revenue which Govern- -~· 
ment has sustained as a result of the dishonesty 
of Action Group businessmen. (Prolonged ~ 
interruptions.) . . , . 

. . ' 
If Government wants funds to meet up 'its. 

various s,ervices, it must be prepared to "Y.ork. 
hard and improve the main sources of revem}e. 
I am therefore calling on Government to pay '"'·'''l:':•"_..~-~ 
particular attention to the timber industry. "; 
Government should establish Timber Settle- · .. 
ment Farms and plant timber in ·them. ··, 
Government should assist timber dealers ,by .~ 
organising Timber Co-operative Societies , 
and establishing Timber Marketing Boards 
in the Region. Government should grant · 
loans to the co-operative societies so that they 

, may not be overthrown by, foreign capitalil!ts. 1 

These suggestions, if pr'acticalised, shall -no ., 
doubt improve timber trade in this Region . 
and thereby increase the revenue of Govern .. 
ment fromtimber. · 

Talking about the Development Plan, $ir, 
or community development, I will like ·to 
inform Government that the people ·' of 
Orogan . embarked on · the construction '' of , 
Orogun-Salubi road some years ago. 
Through the help of the .Orogun Progressive 
Union, about £5,000. was raised by the men 
e.nd women in the clan. The Central 
Urhobo District Council, appreciating the 
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efforts Orogun clan have made, contributed 
about £3,000 towards the construction of 
the road. The road is about twelve miles 
in distance and there are so many brl.dges 
to be constructed on the road. · As a result, 
the £8,000 was not sufl_lcient to complete 
the road, so that at pre&ent the road is ·not 
motorable, despite the · efforts made by 
Orogun people and the Central Urhobo 
District Council. Mr Speaker, Sir, in order 
to encourage the people of Orogun and the 
. Central Urhobo District Council, in 9rder 
that the people of the area might make 
further attempts in community development 
the Government need to encourage the 
people by completing the Orogun-Salubi 
road for them. This, I think, will not cost 
the Government more than £8,000. 

I have spoken about how Government 
spends funds for development and social 
projects during my contribution to the 
Governor's Speech from the Throne. I 
wili not like to bore this honourable House 
with repetitions since I think that the appro­
priate Minister shall heed my demands as 
contained in my speech. I will however 
like to say something about austerity meas­
ures- call for personal sacrifice- the appeal 
which the lion. Minister of Finance has 
made to hon. Members in respect of evasion 
of tax. At this crucial moment when the 
Government has just introduced austerity 
measures, at this trying period when Govern­
ment is calling on the people of this Region 
to make _personal sacrifices, I . understand 
that Government is already planning, or has 
planned to establish what is called "Premier's 
Pool". 'I understand that the ·Pool shall 
take over the old cars of Ministers, Parlia­
mentary Secretaries and other leading Action 
Group members in this House. The Pc;>ol 
shall absorb the balance of advances remam­
ing unpaid on such cars, the assessable 
value on the day of handing over to the Pool 
notwithstanding. I am informed, Sir, that 
about five Ministers have already handed over 
their cars to the Pool. Some of these cars 
have been . carelessly used ~nd Government 
has to undertake the major repairs, including 
the payment of the balances of advance 
left unpaid. The most ridiculous thing, as 
I am given to understand, is that these 
Minis'ters, Parliamentary Secretaries - and 
leading Action Group members ha:e the 
right to take the very cars . at any ttme to 
anywhere. In short, Sir, what I understand 
this to ' mean is that these hon-. Gentlemen 

· are trying .· to evade the austerity measures 
in a very clever and crafty way. I have, 
during this Session, warned Government to 

be very consistent and be prepared to do 
what it preaches. Lest I forget Sir, I 
understand that the Premier' of the Region is 
opposed to the "~remier's Pool" and that . 
is why the "Premier's Pool" has been-opera­
ting in camera and publicity has not been 
given to it. If members of the Government 
are not prepared to make ·their · perso:gal 
sacrifices, if members of the Government 
can plan and evade the austerity measures, 
then, Sir, we on this s-ide of the House _.shaU 
not blame any other person who refi.i.sl!s ~o 
make sacrifice or who tries to evade tax . 

M !" Deputy Speaker: Order, Order. I 
think it is too much a statement to make in 
this House for an hon. Member to declare 
openly that he would evade tax. (Interruptions). 

Mr Igugu: I think Sir, the Speaker has 
m.isunderstood me. What I said is this: 
I said that if members of the Governinent 
can attempt to evade the austerity measures, 
what blame have we Members of this House 
for an outsider who can evade tax? ·Before .' 
we of the Opposition can assist as requested · 
by the Minister, ·Government should state 
whether it is prepared to abolish this Pool, if 
it exists at all. We shall not like anyone to 
lead us by the nose. We do not support 
anybody who tries to avoid .his own share of 
contribution, be it. financial or otherwise, to 
tl~e welfare of th~s Region. So, Governm.ent 
should make a statement on this "Premier's 
Pool" business. 

I have also learned from reliable sources 
that Government intends tO' increase tax and 
that this incr~ase shall be called "Contribu:. 

· tion to Pevelopment Plan", and shall be 
collected ·at the Sqme time as tax. . If this 
statement is true, then it means the lowest 
tax to qe paid in this Region will be increased 
from £1 17 s 6d to any amount the Govern­
merft will decide. I sincerely appeal to the 
Government not to contemplate increasing 
tax or imposing any rate or contribution on 
the people of this Region at this .time of 
austerity. The prices of cocoa, rubber, 
timber and other economic products have 
fallen, while imported goods are getting 
dearer. If the Government . makes ·. the 
mistake at this time of imposing any form 
of rate on the people of this Reg~on, and as 
the people may not he able to pay such extra 
charges or· rates or contributions, th~ result 
shall be mnss exodus to other Reg10ns of 
the Fede,ration, nnd we might lose ·thereby. 

In conclusion~ Mr Speaker, I have earlier 
praised the Minister of Finance for the able 
way the Budget has been prepared and, as 
I have warned earlier, thos'e who shall · 

.. 
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Motion on AdjOurnment · · 

ADJOURNMENT 

ChieC.:Odebiyi: . Mr Spe.aker, · Sir, " I 
beg to niove that the House do now adjourn 
until tomorrow morning at 10.00 a.m. . =:· 
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hnplement . the services for which provisions 
have been made should do so judiciously and 
without prejudice to any particular area. 

· Witl}. these few remarks, I . beg to support. 
Chief Adeyi: I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 
Quest'ionput and agr~ed to .. 

'• 

Further Debate on the Appropriation Bill , House accordingly adjourned at 10.33 p.m: 
adjourned-till tomorrow, Tuesday, lOth April, u_ntil tomorrow, Tuesday, lOth April, 
1962. '10.00 a.m . 
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509 ····Business . 1 O.TH APRIL, 1962 M otion 5.10 

WESTERN . HOUSE OF 
:ASSEMBLY 

TUESDAY, _.10TH · APRIL, 1962 
The House met at 10.15 a.m. 

. I PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker i~ the _Chair) 

BUSINESS MOTIONS 
Suspension of Standing Order 4 (2) 

. . 

The Leader of the House and Minister 
of Finance (Chief J. A. 0. Odebiyi): Mr 

· Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that Standing 
Order 4 (2) be suspended this day to allow 
the House to continue sitting after 1.00 p.m. 
if necessary. ·. · 

The Parliamentary 'Secretary to the 
Minister of ·Agriculture and Natural 
Resources (Alhaji Z. A. Opal eye): I beg 
to second. 

. Question proposed. 
Question put and agreed to. 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS 
· ' .The following Motion stood upon the Order 
·Paper against Mr V . I. Amadasun who was 
not present:...;_ · 

·CONDITIONS OF SERVICE FOR JOE 
· -. .ALLEN WORKERS 

' "That this honourable House calls on the 
· ~ Management of the ~rm· of J. Allen and 

. company Limited of Nigeria to effect 
necessary · change in the disgraceful 
condition of the Company's Workshop a:t 
Benin . or in the alternative, the Company 
should be advised to leave Benin Area." 

CONGRATULATION TO 
. THE HONOURABLE PREMIER 

Adjourned debate on the Question (3rd 
April)-

" That this honour~ble House congratu­
lates the hon. Premier, ChiefS. L. Akintola 
for the successful completion of his 1961 
Economic Mission to Europe, the Middle 
East and America and affirms its belief 
that the · activities and achievements of the 
Mission ~ill enhance the progress and 

·prosperity, welfare and development of the 
· people of the Western Region in partic­
ular and further the })rogress of Nigeria 
as a nation generally" .. 
Question again proposed. 

Mr. A. Atohengbe (Ben in North-East): 
. Mr Speaker;. Sir; all of us on ·th~s side of this 
.·honourabl~ Houseare always _prepared to see 
: good · in anything properly .done. We . are 

fully prepa~ed, too, . to congratulate the 
Premier at the appropriate time 3.\}d not 
when it · is unnecessary ~nd uncalled for. 
But this Motion, Sir, is premature in that the 
proper Motion would have been to welcome 
the Premier back home from his economic 
tour and he would only be due for congratl).la­
tion when we shall .have been told of, the 
outcome of his economic tour. 

Here we are this morning, Mr Speaker, 
being supplied with cqpies of the Report of t~e 
Goodwill . and Economic Mission ·le·~ by 
Chief the hon. S. L. Akintola, Premier of the 
Western Region, to Western and Southern · 
Europe, the Middle East, United States of 
America and Canada. As we have received 
it this morning, Sir, you can imagine what . 
time we have got to. read ot to have been 
informed of the outcome of his economic 
tour! ' Therefore, Sir, I am moving -that the 
Motion should be amended to read: "To 
welcome the Premier back home and to give 
him due congratulations when the House 
shall have been ·fully told of the possible 
yield as a result of the outcome of his Econo- ' 
mic Missi,on''. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to oppose. 

Mr Speaker: For the information of the 
hon. Member, the report was not distributed 
this morning. It was distributed yesterday 
and, maybe; it got to you this morning. 
Perhaps you wer:e not here yesterday morning. 
(Interruptions). I beg your pardon. If you 
got the report this morning that does nQt 
mean that it was sent"to you this morning. 

Mr Olusa: I got the •report yesterday. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, many hon. Members · walk 
about with their eyes closed. (Interruptions). 
You are 'expected to get your papers in your 
pigeon-hole. · 

. M r J. 0. Om okowajo (Okitipupa N orth­
West): We got it only this morning. 

. Mr Olusa: · The hon. Member for Okiti­
pupa is telling a lie. (Shouts of "withdraw, 
withdraw" from Opposition Benches) . 

The hon. Member for Okitipupa c~lled me 
a liar. 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member for 
Okitipupa did not say so. You ,saiCI .. so,· 
and please withdraw it. (Shouts of "with­
draw, withdraw'.' from Opposition Benches). 

· · Mr Olusa: I was reportin-g that the hon. 
Member· for Okitipupa said that I told a lie, 

. and I was asking him to withdraw it. 

Mr Omokowajo: You are now lying 
against a · Member of ·this House . . (Inter­

. rup#onsftom both sides oftheHat,tse.) · 
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Mr Speaker : Order, order. Will the 

hon. Member, Mr Olusa, who retaliated by 
saying . that the hon. Gentleman was also 

·telling .lies · please withdraw that statement. 

Mr Olusa: Mr Speaker, Sir, in obedience 
· to yo'ur ruling, I am withdrawing it. (Shouts 
of "shante, shame" from Oj>position Benches.) 

Iy.lr Speaker: '¥ill the hon. Gentleman 
from Okitipupa please withdraw his own 
statement that the ho:q.. Gentleman, Mr 

_ Olusa, was telling lies . Will you please 
get up and 'Yithdraw. 

Mr Ornokowajo: Mr Speaker, I with­
d raw. (Shouts of "shame, shame" from 
Government Benches.) 

·Before ·! start with my speech I will talk on 
ti-le Mover of the Motion himself. N o man 
ever became great all at once. I think the 
Mover of this Motion brought it out because 
perhaps he wants something from the hon. 
Premier. · 

Mr Speaker: That is a: motive and please 
do not impute motives of that nature. 

Mr Ornokowajo: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am 
· sorry. This Motion should not come out at 

this time at all and, in opposing it, ·Sir, I would 
wish to oring out these points. 

According to one of the speakers from this , 
side of the House, I am saying that no 
reasonable · geritleman can read this report 
in twenty-four hours and grasp all that the 
Premier and his team did overseas. Even 
if this report was distribpted yesterday, !'can · 
say that I was here last night and the report 
was not given to any Member. Even I went 
to my pigeon-hole and I couldn't get the 
report. So I feel, Sir, that even if we are 

· going to debate this Motion, we should be 
given sufficient time. I. am saying that the 
report is so · voluminous that no reasonable 
gentlc;man can read and grasp the contents 
in less than forty-eight hours. 

The Mover of this Motion said that this 
honourable House . congratulates the hon. 
Premier for the successful completion of his 
tour . ....... . (interruptions). Whether you call 
it "completi.on" or "complation", you all 
understand me. (Laughter). You just want 
to congratulate the Premier for his safe 
arrival from Southern Europe, the Middle 
East,: and the United States of America. 

:Why thanking him for what you have not 
_ got!_ . After all, what you are thartking him 
:ror ·is for this report, and that is all. In 
. thanking · the Premier hon. · Members will 
. w ish to know how much the }>remier and his 

team spent on this economic tour. To get . -
just this paper! I say this, Sir, · we all 
contributed the money. · .This . is a Motion 
to thank the Premier for distributing these 
pieces of papers! The Premier has not done 
anything, and therefore he · should not .be: .. 
congratulated for touring with our own money 
overseas, probably with some people who 
should not go with him officially. 

I feel that if the Mover is a conscientious' 
man and he wants to be f grateful · to his · " 
constituency . and to the Western Region, he ' 
should withdraw this Motion and · then . , 
p_~oceed with other things we have in · the 
House. · ·'·" 

. Mr Speaker, if the hon. Move~ of thls 
Motion will please honourably stand up now · 
and withdraw this Motion, I think we shall 
. be grateful to him. 

I beg to oppose. 
. 

Mr P. V. Okwesa (Aboh East): , Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I .. wish to associate myself 
with the views expressed by Members on ·. 
this side. It is too premature to congratulate 
the Premier on the completion of his· tour of . 
Europe and America when we have not seen ·· . 
the result of this Economic Mission. And, 
in fact, this is just a report of the Economic '-. . 
Mission handed over to us less . than twenty . · 
hours ago! It was given to us at the close of 
yesterday's meeting, and we had other more · 
important things to think about and to read 
than going t4rough a piece of paper which \, 
was meant to congratulate somebody, _the 
results of whose tour are not yet known. 
I would ask the Mover of this Motion to 
withdraw the Motion and file it again after -· · 
a year. We want to wait to see"the results of 
the Economic Mission. I should not stand 
up to congratulate somebody when -we have 
not seen what he has achieved. ·· ' · 

Perhaps the economic tour '·to Europe and 
America is going to achieve nothing; perhaps 
it will sink us into financial ruin; and yet we 
stand up to praise him for just embarking on 
the ~conomic tour, and spending a huge sum 
of money. I do not know what the Mover of 
this Motion has ' at the back of his head at 
this time. .Perhaps he wants to curry favour. 
He wants to enter the Cabinet of Western 
Nigeria. 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Member is going 
out of 01der. 

Mr Okwesa: What I am .saying is·'.that · 
this Motion should not come up now. · The 
Pr~mier does not ~eserve to be congratulated . 
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Mr Speaker: . Please withdraw the motive. 

Mr Okwesa: I have withdrawn. (Laughter) . 
.. ' 

Mr Speaker, what I am saying is that the 
Premier does not, at this time, deserve any 
congratulation. All we need do is to ,welcome 
him back from the Economic Mission and 
then wait to see the results of the Mission. 
It is when we have seen the results of the 
Mission and seen how successful the Mission 
has been that Wf! can congratulate him. 

Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr Speaker: . For the edification of some 
'Members of this House the Motion does not 
seek to praise or congratulate the Premier for 
the outcome of the result of the Mission. 
The important words there are "successful 
completion". It was completed, and I 
believe everybody agrees to that; whether it 
is successful or not is another thing; it is not 
the result but the completion of the mission. 
He has gone and has come back; that is all. 
(Laughter) : 

t 

The Minister. of Trade and Industry 
(Mr K. ·s. Y. Momoh): Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I rise to associate myself with the Mover of 
this Motion which reads as follows: 

"That this hon. House congratulates 
the hon. Premier, ChiefS. L. Akintola for 
the successful completion of his 1961 
Economic Mission to Europe, the Middle 
East and America and affirms its belief · 
that the activities and achievements of the 
Mission will · enhance the progress and 
prosperity, welfare and development of 
·the people of the Western Region in 
particular and further the progress of 
Nigeria as a nation generally". 

I am reading this text of the Motion, Sir, to 
show the. correction which you have kindly 
made~ The Motion does not seek to congra­
tulate the Premier for the achievements of 
the Mission. On the contrary, all it seeks 
is that this House affirms its belief that the 
activities and achievements of the Mission 
·win enhance the progress and prosperity, 
welfare and development of the people of 
the Western Region in particular and further 
the progress of Nigeria as a nation generally. 

I cannot imagine, Sir, any reasonable man 
who would suggest that we should not have 
any belief that the achievements of the 
Mission would be for the benefit of the people 

. of this · Region. (Cheers · from Government 
Benches).. Anybody, . any human-being, 
wouW. like to feel that whenhe does a good 
thing · people should appreciate it. Chief 
the hon. S. L. · Akiritola is a human-being. 

' · • 

I think it is only fair, Sir, that when he does 
anything which we consider to be right and 
proper we should come here atid say so. 
It does not only make him to believe that 
he is doing the right thing but it will -also 
encourage him to do a similar thing in the 
future. 

It is well known that the standard of living 
in this country is relatively low. Our 
national income per capita is, on ~he average, 
£29 as compared. with £300 and above in 
some of the more advanced countries of the 
world. The aim of the Regional Govern­
ment, therefore, is not only to participate in 
the joint efforts by all Governments of the 
Federation to increase- Nigeria's total pational 
income, but also to adopt such economic 
measures and policies as would raise pro­
ductivity and effect as . soon · as possible a 
rise in income per capita of every citizen of 
this Region. 

Some of the obstacles to the attainment of 
this noble goal are lack of technical knowleqge 
and skill, limited executive capacity .and 
shortage of capital, all of which are character­
istics of 'underdeveloped countries. 'With 
regard to capital, there is a wide gap between 
the fiQ.ance and the service of our development 
programmes. ·As the hon. Minister of 
Economic Planning and. Community D.evel­
opment informed this House last week, we 
look forward to assistance from · outside 
sources of over £45 million to help finance 
the capital requirements in our 1962-68 
Development Plan. Also the hon. ·Minister 
of Finance stated in this House last week 
that the extent to which our capital · budget 
1962-63 will ·"be accomplished will depend 
largely on how much money he will get by 
loans from outside sources. The first import~ 
ant ta&x, therefore, . is to explore the possibil- · 
ities of this external assistance to help 
bridge the gap in our resources if the rate of 
economic growth envisaged by the Govern-
ment is to be achieved. . · 

The Government is very much alive to the 
exciting demand of the present and, the 
future, which is to ensure. that the old 
problems of poverty and unemployment 
shrink to manageable proportions in the 
shortest possible period. With this aim in 
view, the hon . Premier led an · ·economic 
mission to · overseas countries during the 
latter part of last year, in order to publicise · . 
the needs of the Federation in general and 
those of Western Nigeria in particular, 
and With, a view tO • interesting OVers,~ as I · 

investors and industrialists in the aspirations .· · 



515 Congratulations ·.· 1 O:l'H . APRIL, 1962 ··to Premier 5l6 

[MR .MOMOH] 
·of the people of this country. It was also 
the aim of the Mission to seek economic ·an~ 
technical a~sistance from friendly democratic 
countries; not only in developing the -Region's 
Y.ast · potentialities in physical wealth and 
human resources, but also in tackling the 

. economic-educational and sot:ial problems of 
'': the Region. All these call· for urgent 

solution in order t() raise, as speedily as 
possible, the level of living of the Region as a . 
whole. · 

• The Mission explo~·ed ~arious possibilities 
of expanding our external trade and of finding 
new -markets · for ' our primary products, 
especially cocoa, the prices of which have 
fluctuated 'widely in the world market,· 
particularly during the last c9uple of years. 

~ . .. ' . . ..,. 

- As a ·result of the Premter's overseas tour, 
trade ' and economic mJsswns from the 
United_, States, Canada · and Sweden-to 
mention a few-have visited this Region. 
Negotiations are progressing satisfactorily. 
(Cheersf1•om Government Benches). _ · 

Mr P. V. Okwesa: Is he making a 
. Ministerial statement? He should speak on 
the Motion· and not read-- something that 
appears to be a Ministerial statement. 

Mr D. K. Olumofin: -The hon. Minister 
·ofTrade and Industry, I observe, is refreshing 
his memory. I think the person who is citing· 
the Standing Order has read Order 27 (1) 
out of .context . . He only read one part of it 
and did not read the other part. Perhaps 
he does not understand · it. The hon. 
Minister · is merely refreshing his memory. 

Mr Speaker i I rule that the h. on. Gentle­
man is not making a Ministerial statement 
and I also rule that h~ has only been referring 
to his notes. (Laughter). · 

Mr Momoh: · There is no doubt, Sir, 
that certain , sections of the Opposition are 
worried about the facts we are revealing. 
(Interruptions). Tohe Republic of Western 
Germany has offered thirty scholarships to 
the Western Region Government tenable in 
·German institutions in various technical 
fields for the benefit of students and trainees 
from this Region. ·An offer of assistance has 

· also been received from the same source m 
connect!on with the University of Ife; . 

l . f • • • .. . '. . . 

.· :.The Federal_ People!;i .Republic of Yugos­
hivia has indicated its willingness to establish 
industrial projects in the Western ~egion 
and to provide training facilities for Nigerians. 

.'Furthermore, negotiations· are continuing 
I , \ • • • • 

with various other interests with whom 
contact has been established d~ring the tour. 

By all these, Sir, one might wish to draw 
·some contrast between the assurance we 
now have as a result of this Economic 
Mission and the results we have seen as a 
result of similar missions by certain other 
Premiers sometime last year. When, Mr 
Speaker; a certain Premier returned from his 
Economic. Mission he told the · world that 
he had · got some £10 -million. He was not . · 
.speaking from his own conviction, knowing 
that that was not true. _ What he did in 
order to divert the attention of the public 
from discovering the untruth was that he 
went to certain parts of the Region and incited 
people to disorder .... .. (Interruptions). The; 
result is that in that part of the Region people 
are still, today, suffering as a result of the mis­
guided statements .of that man. (Cheers · . 
from Government Benches). , . · 

,. 
From all indications, the Mission was .a 

huge success. The Premier and his party · ~--· _, ,_,·, .. e>'!ll'l!.'-'· 

were well received everywhere they went, · 
' and anyone who cared to follow intelligently 
, the published reports of the· Mission' at . 

every stage will, I trust, acknowledge that, in'" ' 
all his public" utterances, and in the ma:nne'r · 
in which he comported himself, the _Premier -
was very careful to demonstrate to · the 
outside world · the onenes~ of ·this great " · 
Federation. (Cheers from the .. Government 
Benches). To my mind, this was a ·fine ; 
exhibition of the qualities of an accompli~hed 
politician and statesman. · • · · . , 

I would like .. at this point to re-iterate the 
assurance which His Excellency the Governor · · 
gave in his Speech. from the Throne at,. the , . 
opening of the current Session of this House, ~-
that the financial as well as technical assistance · -' 
which have been offered by our overseas 
friends will be utilised to the best ·advantage • 
of the people of Nigeria in general, and of the 
citizens of the Western Region in particular. 
Soon, the full fruits of the. Premier's . labour 
will be reaped abundantly ' by all sections of 
our community. (Cheers from -, Government 
Benches). He and his entire party on t the ~ 
Mission deserve to be congratulated. on a 
task well done. r' :' . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 
. i 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Finance (Mr D. K. Olumofin): ·.­
Mr Speaker;· Sir, I beg to rise· to suppott this r 
Motion. I am very grateful that Mr Speaker *'~ 
·has. been able to remove tht: misgivings and ~ 
:. utter ignorance e:xhibited by Members . on 
the .. opposite Benches in not -being able . to 
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unde~stand the simple English. used in this 
respect. The only thing I want to add is that 
the NCNC Opposition- (Jnterruptions)­
complained that they did not receive their 
copies of the report of the Economic Mission 
-(Interruptions). 

. Mr Speaker, Sir, I · think that to say that 
. copies of this Report were not distributed 
yesterday or were not received by the 
Opposition · Members yesterday-(Interrup­
tion)~proves the ignorance of the Members 
opposite. 

Mr A. Atohengbe: Mr Speaker, Sir; it is 
out of order to refer to hon. lVIembers as 
ignorant. 

Mr Speaker: To be ignorant of some- · 
thing is not an Insult, but to call a person an 
ignoramus is an insult. (Laughter.) 

·Mr Olumofin: I thank you Mr Speaker, 
Sir, for putting the Members opposite right. 
They always raise pointless points of orqer. 

What I was about to say was that the fact 
that all . the NCNC Members said that 
. they did not receive their copies of this report 
which were . distributed yesterday is a 
conspiracy of ·oversight; · they had a motive 
behind it and I would like to say this, that 
w hen- (Interruptions). 

' 

Mr Speaker: Point of inform:;ttion. The 
hon. Member, Mr Okwesa, had clarified that 
point. . He made. it . abundantly clear that 
copies were distributed yesterday. · 

Mr Atohengbe: Mr Speaker, Sir, I was 
present at yesterday's night sitting. 

Mr ·Speaker: Your presence notwith­
standing, Mr Okwesa has cleared the air. 

Mr Atohengbe: Mr Speaker, Sir, Mr 
Okwesa has no right to speak for me, Sir. 

Mr Olumofin: I think that the Opposi­
tion fears the revelation I am about to make. 
What I wanted to say is that when the 
Premier of Eastern Nigeria went on an 
economic mission he was given a formal 
welcome and congratulated in Benin City 
by Mr Okwesa and Company even when he 
had not reached his headquarters. So I · see 
n,othing wrong in the Motion as read by the 
hon. · the Minister of Trade and' Industry 
which is lucid enough, precise enough, and 
is understandable enough. Those who do 
not understand this should go back to 

· school and ., try to understand English. 
What the Oppqsition should have told us is 
that · they do not want the activities and 
achievements of the Mission to enhance the 

progress and prosperity, welfar~ and develop ., 
men( of the people of the 'Western Region in· 
particulnr, and the progress of Nigeria as a 
whole. · 

Now, when a certain Prernier went on 
'a globe-trotting tour, what he did there 
was to emphasis.e regionalism, by repeating 
"My Regiqn, my Region"~ The hon . 
Premier of this Regi01;1. is singularly nationa­
listic for when he was there he was speaking 
of Nigeria as one Nation. He made no 
mention of the Western Region of Nigeria, 
but a certain Premier merelY mentioned 
"the region, the region" without relating it to 
Nigeria. I think it is disgraceful that the 
Opposition Members must be afraid of 
hearing, or rather must be disturbed to 
hear, that we are congratulating our Premier 
on his successful Mission, on the successful 
completion of his Mission. What I want ~o 
say now, Sir, is .that the Members of the· 

· Opposition have read the Motion . upside 
down. They are always .like that. 

. - - -~ 

I beg to support, Mr Speaker. · . 

Mr W. Aghahowa (Benin South-East): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I r.ise to oppose this Motion . 
In doing so I want this honourab1e House to 
deprecate the action of the Premier, ~ Chief 
S. L. Akintola, for going on his 196 LEconomic 
Mission to Europe, without the approval of 
the House. 

Mr Speaker~ · Order, order. Is the han . . 
Member giving notice of a Counter-Motion 
or of an amendment to the Motion? 

Mr Aghahowa: ~o, Sir . 

Mr Speaker: ·will the hon. Member 
continue his speech .. 

Mr Aghahowa: The point I am raising · 
is that ever before he left for his Economic 
Mission he ought to have received a mandate 
on the floor of this House or a l'vl;oti.on ' 
allowing him to go and an Opposition . 
Member ought to have been included in 
that ·Mission because we are all nation­
builders. Whatever benefits come out of 
the mission is all meant for the electorates 
of this Region irrespective .of political 
ties. If an Opposition Member had been 
included, · the Report of that Mission ought 
to have been received . earlier, than riow. 
It was only yesterday, as said earlier, that -the 
Report was received when, in fact, the :rremier 
arrived on the 10th of November, last year. 

l\1r Speaker, Sir, since the arrival of 
the Premier. school . .fees in_ the · Region had 
gone up by 7 5 per cent and the main economic 
cash crop which ·this Region has beeu pursu­
ing relentlessly has been falling in the world 



Congratulations 10TH APRIL, 1962 to Premier 520 

[MR AGHAHOWA] not said that the Premier should be congratu­
lated for the achievements of the Economic 
Mission; this i~ a matter for the future. market; wherein lies the achievements of the 

so-called Economic Mission to Europe or 
other parts of the world? It is nothing 
short of globe-trotting. In the Report we 
were not told what was actually spent on the 
Mission. This · in fact ought to have been 
included in the Report, although, unfor­
tunately, we have . not read it. For I know, 
Sir that when the hon. Premier of Eastern 
Ni~eria, Dr M. I. Okpam, went on a similar 
Mission last year it was immediately that 
we all · heard of various agencies in the world 
coming \o the aid of Eastern Region; but 
since the arrival of .the hon. Premier of 

·And as a matter of fact, we have .already 
started to reap the achievements of the 
Mission. (Cheers). 

' Western Nigeria we have heard nothing. 
Wherein lie the achievements of the so­
called Economic Mission to Europe and 
America? With these observations I · con­
demn · or rather discard the Mission as 
an unholy Mission because it' received no 
approval of · this · House. (Laughter frqm 

_ Opposition Benches.) 
• 1 

Chief Odebiyi: Mt, Speaker, Sir, the 
Opposition has led us to the drama of a 
man who is properly married and who, on 
any occasion he is to kiss his wife, must get 
permission from his younger brother. How 
that can ever be done in this world I do not 
know. The Premier is the head of this 
Government and he does not require the 

. approval of the Legislature before he can 
decide to tour the Midw~st or go to London 
or go all over the world in aid of economic 
assistance. (Cheers) (Interruptions). 

· As I was saying, Sir, before I was inter­
rupted by the Members on the Other Side 
of the House, what the hon. Premier and his 
colleagues (and I happen to be one of them) 
who went with him on-that occasion did was 
to try and find out what help was forthcoming 
in order· to . advance the interests anci the 
welfare of our people in this Region. The 
·Premier does not require legislative sanction 

· before he or any Minister goes on an Economic 
Mission. But it is· only right that, when 
that Mission returns to the country, the 
Report should be made available to hon. 
Members of the House so that they them­
selves can see whether the Mission was 
successful or not; and this is exactly what has 
been done. As. has been rightly pointed out 
by the hon. the ·Minister of Trade and 
Industry, what we are saying is that the House 

-should welcome the Premier for the successful 
co.mpletion of his 1961 Economic Mission and 
to affirm our belief that what has happened in 
that Mission will contribute to the advance- · 
_ment and the economic progress of this 
Region. , . What is wrong in that? We have 

A big industrialist in Athens promised to 
come here to investigate the · possibility of 
establis!ling a textile mill because most of the 
textiles used in Nigeria come from Japan. 
(Interruptions). The Industrial Promotions 
Corpmission is handling all these requests .. 
Surely these are the requests which should.r' 
not come to the floor of this House for 
Menibers to haggle over. Business contacts·· 
are not done in a forwn like this : There 
must be a sort of secrecy and investigation 
before people can come out with tP,eir 
capital. Secondly, one ,of the States of .. the 
Federal German Republic gave scholarships 
to ·· this Region, ten technical education • 
scholarships and five University scholarships. · 
Not only that; . the Minister of Trade and . ' 
Industry also read to you the proposal of. the 
Peoples R~public of Yugoslavia to come ~nd 
establish some industries here. I think, Sir, 
that what the Members of the ·Opposition 
ne~d do in a case like this is that, at least .for 
once to congratulate the Premier (Interrl!-P- ··.: . 
tions). What is wrong in extending courtesy · 
to the Premier? What is wrong in that? .· 

Your Leader of ·the Opposition, as I am ,.. 
speaking this morning, is in London, while · 
the busines~. of the House is being transacted · · 
here. (Cries of "Shame, shame" from Govern- . 
ment Benches). If he comes back and says · 
that while he was in London such and such ';, 
were some points that were placed before him, · 
we will not ask why he has gone there. We 
will not ask him that. Surely, even travel 
alone is itself a form of education. · The 
trouble with people on the other side of the ' 
House is that they do not travel; the only plac·e .. 
they travel is from the Midwest to Ibadan to 
collect their'allowances, sit two or three days 
in the House and, :vhen the proceedings ',pf 
the House are gettmg rather protracted, to 
slip off; the result is that, out of a total 
number of about thirty, those here are the 
remaining ones (Hear, hear). (Interruptions) .. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, Ot:le experience which ' 
I have gained from som~ people , who have · ·. 
been hit"very badly by austerity is that they 
always wax strong in eloquence; they talk, 
talk, and talk, because they are' so worried 
about these austerity measures that they 
cannpt even allow me to finish my speech.· 

Be that as it may be, Sir, I think that there 
is nothing controversial about this Motion. 
I think, Sit', that if the Motion is passed it 
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will only encourage those who arc risking 
their lives flying 'over the world trying to get 
something for the Western Region. It is 
not a pleasure to have to spend in a year a 
total of about three months qutside Nigeria, 
trying to see what you can get to help the 
country. "When you fly, you hold your life 
in your hand; when you are over the air, 
you do not even know whether you will arrive 
safely or not. I think, Sir, that, even for that 
alone, purely -from the humanitarian point of 
view- isn't that a sufficient reason for you to 
say "Welcome, Mr Premier?" 

· On the other hand, you can see what tl1e 
hon. Members on the other side are saying. 
When you are · still alive and you undertake 
these tours, <ind you come back, they won't 
say welcome. ' If any .one of us had gone on 
that tour and had failed to come back safe 
anP. sound, then when Mr Speaker says "We 
beg to announce with deep regret the death 
of Mr.- so-so-and-so", they will join other 
Members o\ the House to rise for five 
minutes, and say "May his soul rest in peace". 
Incidentally our souls are not yet resting in 
peace-(Laughter)-so that, in any 'event, 
whether they like it or not, we have gone 
and come back safe, and if they don't welcome 
us, we say thanks to God that we are back 
safe and sound. (Cheers). 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Home Affairs (Mr J. L. 
Adeniran): Mr Speaker, Sit, I rise to 
support the Motion and, in doing so, Sir, I 
take this opportunity to congratulate the 
Premier and his colleagues for the' successful 
completion of their tour. I think the 
Members of the Opposition have now 
understood that the purpose of this Motion 
is to congratulate the Premier and his 
colleagues for the successful completion of 
the tour and to affirfu our belief that the 
tour will bFing prosperity and happiness ·to 
the peOJ?le of this Region (Cheers). 

Mr Speaker,· Sir, o~e hon. Member on 
the Opposition side mentioned that the 
Premier did not get the mandate of this 
House before he went on the Economic 
Mission. I say; Sir, that this is wrong, 
because he has failed to understand the 
handwriting on the wall. The Premier is 
the Head of the Government of this Region 
and he \s having the majority of the people 
of this Region behind him and the majority 
·ofthe people of this Region know much about 

· , the . tour and they sent him there and they 
welcomed him. 

(An hon. Member : Your master told us 
that-:-it is the same old story). · 

Mr Speaker Sir, one hon. Member said 
that he would move a Moticm that only this 
side of he House will congratulate the ·· 
Premier for his Economic · tou'r. Another 
Member, Sir, said that they would want to 
know . how much the tour cost the Govern­
ment. Well, Sir, this is not the thing we 
should fight about, because this is not ·.the 
first Mission sent out by any Government of 
the Federation, and Members of the OpP'osi­
tion will reap daily the benefits of this 
Economic Mission:. 

Government will continue to send goodwill 
missions abroad. The Members of · the 
Opposition were anxious to know the result · . 
of the Mission. I say, Sir, that the result 
will not come at once in a day. The result 
will not come altogether in- a year · and~ not 
even in ten years' time. (Interruptions)­
(shame, shame): 

I will remind you that the Economic 
Mission which hon. Obafemi Awolowo 
undertook in 1952 resulted in all the develop­
ment projeets we are having in this Region 
now. The result of the Economic Mission 
of 1952 has brought us a great deal of pros­
perity and happiness. The ·Economic 
Mission which the hon. Premier has under­
taken last year will equally . bring prosperity 
to this Region. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

The Minister of Economic Planning 
and Community Development (Oba C. D. 
Akran): Mr Speaker, Sir, the old adage 
says "Honour to whom honour is due". 
In like manner, I rise to give congratulations 
to whom congratulations are mightily due. 
One does not need to be told ofthe ponderous 
duties that befall the day-to-day life of the 
Premier of any Government. That there 
exists a man who can carry these onerous 
duties with the greatest effect and is able, over 
and above this, to make ·time to go on an 
Economic Mission abroad is the first reason I 
have for ur_ging this .• House to pay congratu­
_lations to whom congratulations are specially 
due. 

The Premier of this Region and also his 
worthy predecessors are well-known for being 
men of action. Mr Speaker, Chief Akintola, 
is not one who would go on a tour merely 
for the purpose of breezing all over the place. 
Chief Akintola has gone on a tour-on a 
planned tour-with specific objectives. It. is , 
a business tour ' that he has undertaken. 
It is not a holiday as all who accompanied him ' 
will testify and as his achievements will 

. ,. ; I 
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testify much more loudly still. For the 
business:-like way in which he . has accom­
plished the tour, I urge the House that it is 
our noble duty to congratulate this man, for 
here is one who can truly be said to have 
sacrificed himself for the glorification of the 
Region he ser\res, . 

Mr Speaker, the achievements of a tour 
such as the ·Premier had undertaken are 

· items that manifest themselves more and more 
as the years go by. As economists say, 
the yield from a particular investment is 
both direct and indirect; in . particular cases; · 
the magnitude of the indirect benefits may 
entirely outweigh the economic effects ·of 
the direct and more immediate ones. This 
is · not mere theorising. In like manner, 
there is no doubt that the magnitude of the 
achievements of this tour will become more 
and more apparent as the days go by. The 
praises we sing today will be nothing com­
pared with what future generations will say. 

. I will, however, recount a few of the more 
immediate benefits. Firstly, much more 
than all the newspapers in the country can do, 
Chief Akintola has placed Western Nigeria 
permanently on the map of the world. 
This in itself, to those who appreciate the 
value of publicity, is a tremendous achieve­
ment. Secondly, I am in · a position to say 

• that the tour has had a tremendous effect 
, on the vital issue ·of the attraction of indus­
trialists and investors into the country. 
Active negotiations are at the moment going 
on . between potential investors and the 
Industrial Promotions Commission. We on 
this side are not in the habit of counting our 
chickens . before they are hatched, even 
though in this case discussions have prog­
·ressed-almost to the point of finali~ation . 

Mr Speaker, another ·importan't achieve­
ment is that the Premier has brought back 
firm offers of credit facilities in respect of an 
appreciable proportion of capital equipment 
which this Region might need, and inquiries 
are still coming in from · several foreign 

. financial houses. Mr Speaker, Sir, the Plan 
which I present to this House the other day 
'has to a very large extent in its broad outlines 
been effectively sold to foreign governments, 
international agencies; and the foreign private 
business world. · And I ask, what else would 
hon. members require of the man at the helm 
of Government? He has gone to the world 
telling the world :who and what we are and 
what our aspirations for the future are. On 
the other hand, he has brought back to us from 
the world concrete offers of further help 
and a climate of international friendliness 

' · 
and goodwill. Mr Speaker, Sir, let us 
congratulate this worthy son of Nigeria, the 
hon. S. L. Akintola,· Premier of Western 
Nigeria. (Cheers). 

I beg to support. 
Question put and agraed to. 
Sitt£ng suspended at 11.15 a.m. , 
Sitting resumed at 12.18 p.m. 

1962-63 APPROPRIATION BILL 
SECOND READING 

Adjourned Debate on th; Question (4th 
April)-

" That the Bill be read a Second time" : 
Question a~ain proposed. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Labour (Mr J. 0. Odigie): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to associate myself with 
my colleagues who praised the Minister of 
Finance for introducing the pres~nt Budget. 
Before going into detail, I have to congratulate 
the Western Government for all that it has 
been able to do within this short space. 
The Government, in comparison with the 
other Governments of the Federation, stands . 
out prominently in its economic policy. 

Turning to the Estimates, it will be seen 
that this Government has provided for nearly .. · 
all the needs of the people of this Region. 
But for our people on the other side if the 
House to be fully aware of Government 
activities, I would urge this Government to 
devise a means whereby most of them will 
be taken round to study the work already 
done by this Government. I may say without 
fear of contradiction that most. oi the Opposi­
tion Members have not known even all the 
Ministries within Ibadan. They have not 
taken the trouble to go round the Ministries, · 
to study the work of the Mini!>tries, to study 
the economic planning, and to study the 
work of every member of the ciyil service. 
It is also necessary, Mr Speaker, Sir, that 
these men be taken round to visit the farm 
projects of this Government, to visit all the 
agricultural enterprises and, in addition to 
this, they should be taken to the East to see 
what the Eastern Government has been able 
to do so that they may be able t? compare. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I happen to have toured 
extensively in the Eastern Region. I dis­
covered that the people of the Eastern 
Region would ever pray to belong to the 
Western Region. Mr Speaker, Sir, this 
can be seen from day to day when you 
stand at the cable point at Asaba. Although 
the N CN C have accused the Western 
Region Government of nepotism, yet if you 
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stand at the cable point at Asaba on Monday 
morning at 8.30 you will see people from 
the Eastern Region coming to admire 
the Western Region free primary schools. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, not only that. If you 
stand at the cable point at Asaba, you will 
even be astonished to notice that the ordinary 
firewood of the Western Region is sold in 
the East; cassava, bitter leaves and nearly 
eyery article of the West is shipped from the 
West for the maintenance ·of the people of 
the East. So it is a very good thing for 

·.Members of the Opposition to belong to this 
rich Government, and it is useless for ,them 
to criticise . Government's policies, because 
such policies can never be found anywhere 
in the Federation.' 

Well, Mr Speaker, Sir, I have to thank this 
Government for all that have been done for 
Ishan. Everybody knows, a.s is apparent 
in this House, that Ishan people iri the pre­
British Government days suffered a lot, 
mostly for lack of good water . . Well, nearly 
every corner of Ishan is now supplied with 
pipe-borne water. The old adage has been 
that Ishans were the best in the whol~ of the 
country. We were being displaced by 
guineaworm but, now that p1pe-borne water 
has spread over Ishan, well, guineaworm 
is unknown. -

Mr Speaker, Sir, I will have to praise the 
Government for all that have been done for 
I shan; yet much is left which must be done. 
My O\Vn constituency,-; that is Ishan South­
East, has not .. yet benefited from the pipe­
borr.e water. It happened that we are 
under Stage Three, and this Government 
should make necessary efforts to continue so 
that my people may· benefit from the 
amenities. 

It has been said by the NCNC in !shan 
that all the amenities have been centred in 
certain parts of Ishan. Well, we really 
cannot blame Government for this, for any 
amenity provided is provided on a divisional 
basis. It is unfortunate that my constituency 
being remote from Trunk A; has not been. 
benefited. I am aware and I am sure that this 
Government will never, never leave Ishan 
Trunk B unattended to. · 

Well, Mr Speaker, according to the 
doctrine of collective responsibility, .I congra­
tulate this Government for its austerity 
measure. Well, I am even happy that the 
act has gone far. The House has not only 
called on the Members of the House but, 
according to the Bill passed yesterday, 
property owners, tax Jevaders h.ave been 
brought in and everybody must have to 
contribute to the course of progress. 

--
_M r Speaker, Sir, I have, in addition 

to congratulate the Police Authorities for the 
vigilance they exercised in putting down the 
disturbances in !shan. NCNC thugs and 
NCNC supporters are taking the law into 
their hands but, due to the vigilance of the 
police, due to their efforts, they have been 
able to quell all the evil intentions and all the 
evil activities of the NCNC. · 

_., 

Well, Mr Speaker, Si~, I congratulate the 
Action Group Government for its doctrine 
of democratic socialism. Well, when this is 
in full practice, Mr Speaker, everyone 
will envy, as at present, the Western Region 
Government because it is the Government 
that initiates any good thing. Whatever · 
good intention this Government has, it must 
be criticised by the Opposition Bench 
while they come to copy afterwards. See 
the television, first.in Africa. 1'he NCNC 
has vehemently criticised this Government 
for introducing television in this Region, 
but what happened now? Mr Speaker, all 
the other Governments of the Federation 
have followed suit. That shows the Action 
Group to be leading and will always lead· all 
the other Governments of the Federation. 

Well, Mr Speaker, Sir, I do not want to 
take up the time of this House, but I would 
urge this Government to pay more attention 
to what I may call · the propensity of firm 
directors in this country. The Government 
too must have to pay attention to se.e that 
monopoly does not ·exist in: this country. 
It is an open secret, Mr . Speaker, Sir, that 
there are some people in this country who are 
indulging in profiteering. It will be appalling 
to see that articles produced locally have 
higher prices than those imported. When 
one studies this it will be discovered that it is _ 
the local profiteers that have been sucking 
the wage earners. Take for example the 
matter of Star Beer-this is a home-made 
product. It is appalling that the price of 
Star Beer should be rocketting higher than 
other imported beer. It has been given to 
understand that some agents in this country 
insist on 6d per bottle of beer sold in this 
country, and I would want tha:t Government 
should investigate this. 

Sir, I have to thank the Minister of Finance 
for introducing taxation . on property. I 
know of some contractors in this country 
who for a week would spend over £40 on 
girl-griends. If that contract is not good, he 
would not be able · to spend such a high 
amount on love-making. ·well, it is the 
intention of this Government, as I see 
that all these avenues are -barred for the good 
of this Region. · 

.. 
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Mr..Speaker, Sir, I would like it to be on 

. record that encouragement · should be given 
to · companies and associations formed by 
indigenous people of this country. Although 
we have no locum standi on matter.s of compa­
nies and the sorts, yet this ' Government can 
advise · the Federal Government to see to it 
that q~.ore organisations, spring up in this . 
country; it should see to it that our youths, .. 
instead of roamipg the streets without jobs 
,to a_o, are drafted into these firms, the 
question of unemployment will be lessened. 

The agricultunil policy of this Government 
has been such that the amount being spent 

· is so high. When we talk of ·agriculture, 
agriculture should not entirely be left in 
the hands of the Govermnent. Private 
individuals should be encouraged; private 
farmers should be encouraged to pursue 
agriculture in all ramifications. Village in­
dustries should be encouraged; men who are 
not educated should be taught how to make 
use of their hands. It is appalling to note 
that even in the Midwest which we call a 
rubber-producing area, only Ibos are available 
for tapping rubber trees there. You can 
hardly get a. Midwesterner to go out in the 
morning to go on tapping, That is a big 
economic shame. Well, my Friends on the 
other side of the House will bear me out that 
even· in their own plantations, there is no 
Midwestern rubber tapper. Our youths 
are so lazy that everything is left to Ibo 
labourers to dictate the terms economicallv 
for us. -

MrSpeaker: ·western Ibo? · 

·· Mr Odigie: If this is not checked, Mr 
Speaker, you will wake up one morning to 
find that Ibos from the other side of the 
Niger have swept us over economically. Not 
only that Sir, something must be done to 

' safeguard the propensity of leasing our lands 
to the people from the other side of the Niger. 
Over 25 ··per 'cent of the land in Benin are in 
the hands of Easterners due to lack of any 

. foresight. It is true · that if you go into 
· Benin. you can hardly find a Benin man 
embarking upon what I may call traditional 
farqJ.ing and agriculture. It is said by 
Longman that if by the driver you will 
thrive, you must either roll or drive. 

. It is also to be noted that most of the yams 
.and most articles of foodstuff are taken to 
Benin. from Ilorin. We cannot come to this 
House and deceive the ··people. -·It is our 
duty to transplant in our people the idea of 
hard labour. If you would live as a citizen 
of this country, you must have to make use 

of your hands: w ·e cannot expect Govern- .. 
ment to do everything for us. We must have 
to . organise, · we · must work ourselves '' and 
only -ask .. Government to give us aid after 
we have commenced. We cannot fold 
our . hands r as is 'the ' case . with our other 
·Friends on the other side of the House. 

,. 
Now, Mr Speaker, Sir, this country is 

merely in the . hands of Africans within a 
very few , years. If you compare what · has 
been done with what is now done, then we 
have to congratulate ourselves: Whe·n - we 
were being ruled by Europeans, no one 
would go to a Resident and say that . "my 
road is not tarred" or that "my street is not 
swept." Who will dp that? Most of our 
own fathers had to work in those days 
without a penny . . Most of them had to 
serve without .. pay . . ,Most of them had 
contributed to the life of the administration 
without remuneration. · But · · now, when 
things are in the hands of Africans, you are 
appointed to Boards and are duly paid for 
your trouble. When · you are made· a 
Member of the House; .you receive your pay; 
when you are employed, you receive a fat 
salary. Are we not happy over such condi~ 
tions? We should congratulate ourselves for 
having achieved much within so sh_?rt ~ .. 
time since our independence. That is why 
we do n~t want to go , back to the Midwest'. 
The question of Midwest is not the question 
you are to bring to the floor of this House. 
I have at last to register my deep appreciation 
and to conclude that the good example 
shown by this Government must be followed 
by other Governments of the Federation. 

"• 

With this, Mr Speaker, I beg to support 
the Bill. (Applause). 

Mr .. Speaker: Order, Order . . May I 
remind hon. · Members that Debate on 
Second ' Reading of the Appropriation Bill 
should · only be centred on the economic 
policy of the Government, which has nothing 
to do with the Estimates and which should ' . 
therefore not be debated. Therefore, those 
Members who unfortunately hadn't the tune 
to speak on the Motiori on the Speech from 
the Throne should kindly not utilise this 
particular opportunity for malting a speech on 
that Motion. I shall . be strict on this 
point. (Cheers). · 

-
Mr D. 0. Orowole (Iwo West II): Mr 

Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the Appropria­
tion Bill, which .has been carefully prepared 
and presented before this honourable House 
by the Minister of Finance, Chief J. A. 0. 
Odebiyi. Mr Speaker, in going through the 
copy of the Estimates one sees that certain 
sums of mon,ey have already been voted for 
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the services of the Western Region. We hon. 
Members of both sides of this House must 

·have to congratulate the efforts of , the 
Minister of Finance for the time devoted to 
preparing the Estimates, a copy of which had 
been distributed to every one of us. I 
personally congratulate the efforts of the 
Minister of Finance and, if I am permitted 
by the hon. Members of this House, I can 
say Sir, that our Minister of Finance is 
se.cond to none throughout the Federation, 
and as such Mr Speaker, Sir, I wo,uld like 
Members of this House to take note that our 
hon. Minister of Finance is praiseworthy. 

' As time goes on, I would like to bring to the 
notice of the Minister of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources the, question of starting 
the Farm SL:ttlement Scheme, which has 

· already been proposeq, to meet the ne~ds of 
Iwo people. This should be done early, for 
it ~s this very' Government that had promised 
the people of my constituency, and there was · 
never .a time that this Government made 
promises without fulfilling them. Moreover, 
that is why people ahyays say that whatever 
is done by the Western Government is 
always the best throughout West Africa. 

Furthermore, Mr Speaker, Sir, I would 
like to seize this very opportunity to draw 
the attention of the Minister of Education 
with regard to the need of the people of Iwo. 
I wo is one of the thickly populated towns 
in Nigeria ia which we have so many 
boys and girls attending primary schools. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, only boys can get secondary 
schools to attend after their primary educa­
tion. None of our girls at Iwo can get any 
secondary school to attend as 1s done in 
other places. Very long ago, Iwo District 
Council had been calling upon this Govern­
ment to open a Secondary Girls School for 
the use of our girls. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, Iwo District ·had bee~in 
need of water supply for two or three of its 
District$, such as Agberire, Ogbagba, and 
Ikire Ile, all in I wo District. If this is done, 
it will be of great honour to this Government. 
Moreover, the people of my constituency 
realise the . past assistance given by .the 
Government of Western Nigeria. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support the Bill. 

Alhaj1 Z. A. Opal eye: I very much like 
to transfer holiness to the Members of the 
Opposition. (Cheers) . 

Mr Speaker : You don't want to transfer; 
·, yoi.l rather want to extend it. (Cheers) . 

Alhaji Opal eye: I am an Alhaji and 
many of the Members there had never been to 
Jerusalem. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the bundles of criticisms 
levelled on this year's Budget by most of my 
Friends opposite arise from the mistaken 
notion that this Region relies mainly on 
subventions from the Federal Government in 
order to survive and to expand. Som<f also 
hold the view that this Government cannot 
balance her Budget. But there we are; 
this is a balanced Budget. I wonder why 
the Opposition failed to share the optimism 
of the dynamic hon. Minister of Finance? 
I heartily congratulate the hon. Minister of 
Finance for his balanced Budget. 

It is my humble opinion, Sir, that the 
Opposition has laboured under a total 
misconception of the nature of the allocation 
of revenue among the co-ordinating units of 
the Federation of Nigeria. The. Government · 
only takes her own statutory revenue from 
the Federal Government, as do . other 
Regional Governments. · Mter all, the 
Federal Government revenue belongs to all 
of us and we are part and parcel ·of the 
Federal Government. Our finances have 
been dependent upon our' own resources in 
the main, whilst we had shared with other 
Regions whatever distributive grants -are 
available from the Federal Government 
which also had her own share. 

I respectfully request this honourable 
House to support ' the Motion of the hon. 
Minister of Finance for four main reasons. 
First, that our revenue from internal sources 
demonstrates a ' sign of healthy growth 
judged by an overall increase in sources and 
volume. Secondly, that our revenue from 
external sotirces has improved considerably 
judging from an overall increase in sources 
and volume. Thirdly, that our draft estimate 
of revenue i'i not only the most balanced 
but · also the highest of the three Regional 
Governments in the Federation, and the 
sources and volume compare favourably with 
those of Northern and Eastern Regions. 
Fourthly, we have shown originality in our 
financial and economic policy plus austerity, 

. -to the extent that other Regions have had to 
fqllow our example. 

It will be acceptable a~ this stage, Sir, to 
define my terms. By internal sour.ces of 
revenue I mean, and I should be understood 
to mean, revenue which is derived under the 
laws of Western Nigeria, and from the follow­
ing heads of our Estimates of revenue:-

(1) Licences and Internal revenue; 
(2) Tax unJer Regional Laws; 
(3) Fees of Court and Offices, etc.; 

\ 
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(4) Earni-hgs · of Gover~rnent Depart..: 
. ments and revenue from Government 

Property. ' · . · · · 
. (5) Rent .on Government Property; 

(6) Interest; · 
. (7) Reimbursements; 
(8) Miscellaneous. • 

By external 'soUrces ' of revenue, 1 mean 
revenue ,which· is derived . from a statutory 
share of Federal Goyernment taxes in the 
form of export ·~hity , and. · sales taxes on 

' Produce and · Customs · an·d Excise. It 
indudes ;paymeiit>from the ~ederal Govern­
ment, · excludii1g 'rent and . reimbt:1rsement. 
By · draft Esti.inates of revenue I mean 
Recurrent Budget, as .distinguished from 
(;apital Budget,'; ·· 

· I am' placing· more · emphasis on the 
·Recurrent Budget· because the real income of· 
any country depends m~inly on its earning 
capacity, and on its ability to b~lance its 
Budget by imposing taxes and usmg other 
available sources of revenue to maintain 
liq~id assets as distinct from Loans and 
Reserve-Funds which are usually frozen ass_ets 
for special capital expenditure. 

. . My first proposition, Mr Speaker, Sir, 
·is to the effect that our revenue from internal 
sources demonstrates a· sign of healthy 
g~owth judged by overall increase in sources 
and volume. · 

According to our estimate of rev~nue, the 
sum of £13.9 million-and this is about 
63.7 per cent of our estim~te revenue-will 
be derived from purely Regional internal 
~ources as follows: · 

Personal Income Tax.-£1,500,000 "and 
last year it was £305,000; this is an 
increase _of over £1 million this year. 

Export Duiy ·.and Sales and Tax on 
·· Produce and Motor Fuel.-£8.9 · million. 

Licences and · Internal Revenue.-£1.3 
million,' whereas last year it was £764,010 
an increase of £278,330. 

Fees of Courts and Offices, etc.-£490,600 
· as against £411,540, an ihcrease of £79,060. 
. Earnings of Governntent Departments 
and Rev'enue from Government property.­
£440,120 as against £277,890 last year, an 

·· increase of £162,230. 
Rent on Government Property.-£141,500 

· as' against £119,560 last year, an increase of 
£21,940. ' 

Interest.-£200,000. 
Reimbursements.- £ 1,144, 640. 

· Miscellaneous.-£48,61 o.· 

From the abov'e facts and figures, hon. 
Members will sec that our estimated Regional 
internal revenue demonstrates healthy growth 
judged by ,overall increase in sources and 
volume. For example, our total . regional 
internal revenue this year is £13.9 million, 
while, last year, it was £13; 1 million, an 
increase of £717,220. This is really a very 
healthy growth in our revenue. When this 
is compared with other Regions-for instance, ' . 
the Eastern Region, which mainly depends on 
the statutory shares from the Federal Govdn­
ment; had oply £6,922,400 as , internal 
revenue, compared with the internal revenue 
of the Western Nigeria Government which 
is £13.9 million-you will quite agree with me 
that the internal revenue of the Eastern 
Reg.ion is only 50 per cent of the internal 
revenue of the Western Region. 

My second proposition is that our revenue 
from external sources has improved con­
siderably .i.udged by an overall incr.ease in 
sources and volume. According to our 
current Budget, we will derive £8.5 million, 
that is 36.3 per cent of our revenue from 
external sources in the form of-

(1) Excise Duty on Tobacco.-£2.15 
million. It was £1.4 million last year. 
This gives an increase of £469,470 . 

(2) Import Duty on Tobacco.-£1.002. 

(3) Mining Royalties and Rents.-£1.4 
million. It was £965,100 last year, an 
increase of £361,100. 

(4) Grant from Distributive Pool.-£4.01 
million. It was £3.4 million, an increase of 
£542,100. 

(5) Excise Duty Mineral Waters.-
£14,400; 

and, totally, this Region will get £8.5 million 
as regional ' revenue compared with ·last 
year's external revenue of £7.3 million, an 
increase this year of £1.2 million. There­
fore Mr Speaker, I fully. agree with the hon. 
Min'ister of Finance when he said- with 
your permission, I quote-

"The theme of economy and sacrifice 
runs through the new' year, for we believe 
that it ·is by Governrmint taking the lead · 
and giving practical demonstration of the 
new spirit of the times · that · it can be 
expected to pervade and permeate all 
sec~ors of the entire community." " 

My third proposition is that our Draft 
· Estimate of Revenue is not only the highest 
of the three Regional Governments in the 
Federation but our sources and volume of 
revenu'e compared favourably with those of 
the Northern and Eastern Regions. For 

__ _j_ 
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example, Sir the Estimated Reven·ue of the 
Western Regio~ is £22.3 million, while the 
Estimated Revenue of the Eastern Region is 
only £18.3 million. This amount is £4.02 
million short of this government's Estimated 
Revenue. Indeed, the increases in our 
revenue should make us very proud, instead 
of being apprehensive and apologetic. 

My fqurth proposition is that the Govern­
ment has shown originality and healthy 
sacrifice in its economic and financial policy 

· , to the extent that other Regions have had 
to follow our worthy examples. 

This Government established profit­
making Corporations and Boards out of her 
own initiative ari.d originality. The Eastern 
and Northern , Governments copied us. We 
started the Farm Settlement Scheme; the 
Eastern and Northern Governments sent 
their seniot officials down to us here to 
copy and learn our methods and schemes. 
\Ve sent farmers on economic and educational 
Missions to Europe and America. Other 
Governments did the same. In other words. 
like Taizvo and Kehinde where the Govern 

. ment of the vVestern Region goes; there the 
Governments of the Eastern and, Northern 
Regions go also. I can assure my Friend9 
opposite, who are standard bearers of the 
Government Party in the East, that . we 

' welcome healthy rivalry. But they mmi: be.: 
honest enough to give credit where it is due. 

.· I h::tve placed sufficient facts at the disposal 
of hon. l\1embers ·; opposite for them to 
appreciate . the . favourable position of our 
9urrent Budget · Estimates. I hope, Sir, 
that the Members on the Opposition Bench 
who .had been ungenerous in their criticisms 
will have second thoughts, now that they have 
the privilege to probe more deeply into the 
public finances of the other Regions of the 
Federation. · 

. In fact, it is p-erfectly certain that by 31st 
March, 1963, the position of the General 
Revenue Balances and Reserves of the various 
Regional Governments will find the Western 
Region on top. The Western Region will 
have a general Revenue Balance of £5.4 mil­
lion, while tl).e other Regional Governments 
Revenue Balances are obviously less than ours. 

Finally, may I say that the f1-1ture of our 
finances is bright. There is good ground 
for optimism. 

Mr Speaker,. Sir, I associate myself with tP~ 
views of the hon. lVIinister of Finance whPn 
he said : 

"Honourable Members and the commu­
nity in general might have been wondering 
-why Government introduced these 

. - ' measures at this time. Before I proceed 
to explain the circumstances, let me hasten 
'to dispel the false and malicious rumours 
no doubt fabricated by the ill-disposed and 
uninformed, that the measures were intro­
duced because the Government is in 
financial difficulties and were at their wit's 
end. This is of course absolutely untrue 
and unfounded ............ " . . . 

.--., 

Mr Speaker, Sir, our duty to the electorates 
of this Region is · uppermost in ou,r minds. 

Several Opposition Membe:.s rose-

Mr Okwesa: I think it is I who actually 
have a point of Order to .raise. It is Order 
No. 27. 

Mr Speaker: What is the point of Order? 

Mr Okwesa: Order 27, which is against 
the reading of petitions. I cannot just tell · ... · ' 
you the amount of evil that is being done in 
the reading of petitions. 

Mr Speaker: There is no petition before 
the House. (Laughter). · 

Mr Okwesa: When people are ·being 
allowed to read like this, there are many-
(Iuterruptions). · 

Mr Speaker: You are ruled out of order. 
VVill the hon. Member please continue. 
(Prolonged Interruptions). · 

Alhaji Opal eye: This Government made 
n provision of £2.5 million for ·agriculture 
which stands as the backbone of our economy, 
while education, which is the light of know­
ledge and welfare of our people, bags £8.8 
million-the highest single expenditure when 
compared with the other Governments 
of the Fe,deration. The Ministry of Health 
and Social Services received £2.2 million 
hecause this Government realises that health 
is wealth, whereas in the Eastern Region, in . 
the present estimate for 1962-63, the total 
amount earmarked for agriculture' is only 
£1.5 million. This is just 50 per cent of 
what the Government of the Western Region 
earmarked for s~milar prpjects here. · Mr 
Speaker, Sir, you will be happy to note that 
while th~s Region makes provision of £8.9 
million for education, the Eastern . Region 
provided £7.4 million for education because 
the whole money -has been used in Fernando 
Po. (Laughter). 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I have ·produced facts · 
and figures to prove my proposition that the 
revenue from internal sources of the Western 
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Region demonstrates the sign of healthy 
growth as .is judged by the overall increase in 
sources and volume. I have proved conclu­
sively the proposition that the revenue which 
we derive from external sources has improved 

. considerably judged by the overall sources 
and volume. I have quoted accurate figures 
to support my contention that our Draft 
Estimates of ·revenue are the highest of the 
three Regional Governments of the Federa­
tion and that our sources are better than those 
of the Eastern and Northern Regions. I have 
given instances to buttress 'my last argument 
that the Government of the Western Region 
has showu · originality in its economic and 
financial policy to the extent that other 
Regions have had to follow us. You will be 
happy to note that for the welfare of people 
of this Region this Government has ear­
marked, for roads and bridges, £2.5 million, 
while Eastern Region had only £1.1 miUion. 
(Interruptions). You .. will note, Sir, that for 
urban water supply, the Western Regional 
Government earmarks £4.6 million while 
the Eastern Regional Government had only 

Alhaji who has just spoken that it is not 
how much Government spends but- (Inter -:­
ruptions). 

Mr Speaker: It is against the Standing 
Orders 'to refer to Ministers and Parlia­
mentary Secretaries other than by their 
rcsp~ctive offices. 

Mr Okwesa: I mean the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Minister of Agriculture ;md 
Natural Resources. I want to point out 
that it is not how much a Government 
budgets or puts down on paper that ~atters 
but what the Government actually spends 
and achieves out of this spending that 
really matters. You may spend a million 
pounds on something and may not achieve as 
much as I may achieve by spending one 

··hundred pounds. (1nterruptions). Mr 
Speaker, Sir, a superficial examination of the 

· Budget prepared by the Minister of Finance 
may mislead one into thinking that all is well 
with the Government but ' a close and deeper 
examination will inevitably reveal certain 
facts which are fundamental. .. 

· £1.2 million. I am also happy to riote that < ' One fact which is always indisputable is 
our total expenditure on urban water supply this policy of discrimination in carrying out 
had an increase of £3.4 million · ove·r what all Government plans and development 
the Eastern Regional Government earmarked projects. This policy is really an off-shoot 
where the NCNC control the Government, of tribalism. There are two factors respon­
and these people are . the standard-bearers of sible for the policy of discrimination. But 
that party. (Opposition Benches: You have for this . .policy I would have showered some 
no money but figures only). The fact, Sir, is praise on the Government for achieving 
that the time is overdue, Mr Speaker, when something- at least in certain areas. Now, 
Members of the Opposition in this House these two factors are: tribalism-there is still 
will have to study what other Governments of tribal sentiment in the minds of Members 
the Federation are doing before they come to of the Action Group, with the result that 
this House to criticise us. We are hundred · when the Government plans its development 
per cent prepared .to listen to their criticisms programmes, in givil).g amenities to the 
but we are not prepared to follpw their Region they have this consideration in their 
destructive criticisms. Therefore, Mr minds: "This is a Y oruba area; this a Mid­
Speaker, Sir, the facts, Sir, are self-evident west area: this our own area, and we must 
and non-controversial. Mr Speaker, I beg industrialise it; this is other peoples' area, · 
to support. we must neglect it". I mean, it is about 

Mr P. V. ·Okwesa (Aboh East I): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, before I go on, I should say 
that this is not a class-room where reading is 
allowed. · (Laughter). If the Members of 
the Government want to learn ·to read, they 
should go somewhere else; this is a place 
to : debate and make proper arguments. 
(Interruptions) . I do not like to be bored 
down with ·. reading. If they were good 
readers, I should not have been worried but 
the fact that bad pronunciations have 
continued . when Members read · makes me 
worried and sore. (Laughter and Interrup ­
tions) . . 

Again, before I continue on the Appropria­
tion Bill, actually, I · should point out to the 

time we eradicated this evil from the minds 
of the Government of the Region. 

(Government Front Bench: Read on). 

I am not reading. When I want to 'talk 
to you, · I face the ··Speaker and talk to the 
Speaker; I do not refer to my notes like the 
reading students on that side. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, i will give you instances 
and examples to show what I mean by t}:lis 
policy of discrimination. · 

Last year for example, hon. Members 
of this House were taken to Ikeja and 
Agege ' on a Parliamentary Delegation . 
I . am revealing to you that we the Mid­
westerners had to shed tears even though 

·I 
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on our return you entertained us lavishly. 
(Interruptions). Why do we complain? 
First of all, I remember that the money 
which was used for the Housing Estate, 
for Poultry Farm, for the Dairy Farm, fo:r the 
Aluminium Products, and for Asbestos 

·cement Factory, belong to the Midwes­
terners as well as the Yoruba West equally, 
and yet it was not considered fit by those 
who plan industrial projects that when 
one project is sited in the Y aruba West 
another should be sited in the Midwest. 
Now, you may tell me that the, ·conditions 
for siting these projects were favourable 
in the Yor:uba West, arid I say "no." A 
student of Geography knows very well the 
factors that led to the localisation of industries. 
I tell you that the raw materials used in the 
Asbestos Cement Factories were not obtained 
at Ikeja or Agege or anywhere in the Yoruba 
West. Factory resources are available in the 
Midwest as in the Yoruba West. Ports are 
also more numerous in the Midwest than in 
the Yoruba West. Manpower, for that 
matter, is also available in the Midwest as 
,you have in the Yoruba West, and yet , all 
these industrial projects are sited in the 
Yoruba West and none was considered fit 
for the Midwest. . This is a policy of discri­
mination and is an off-shoot of tribalism. 
Anything th'at mars~'-{Interruptions.) · 

. Mr B. E. 0. Os~gie: Point of Order 
-Order 27 (6): No Memqer shall impute 
improper motives. In the statement of the 
han. Member, he said "We in the Midwest". 
I am from the Midwest. That is an improper 
motive. He should speak personally of 
himself. (Interruptions.) 

Mr Speaker: Order, Order : I could 
infer that the han. Member, when he says 
"we", means those on the other side of the 
House. 

Mr Okwesa: Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
interruption of the hon. Member from 
Benin has reminded me of the fact that he is a 
Midwesterner. It has reminded me that 
when he bought a set last year during the 
delegation- a set of aluminium " wares-and 
took the set home he was cursed by his 
children. You know why? His children 
took him to task because he belonged to a 
party that could not do anything to his own 
part of the Region and yet he was happy. 
The children told him that they thought he 
bought the sets from overseas, not knowing 
that these things were made at Ikeja. Then 
they asked him why these things- could not 
be made in th:e Midwest Region. (Laughter 

· and prolonged interruptions) . . 

.... ~ _.,_. 

Now, another 
responsible for thh 
is party politics. . h 
ment considers it fit 
give certain specific an 
Midwest it is always im 
Midwest where their ·1 
predominant-for examp 
is a better and a 'more \. 
Benin with !shan which '\\ 
some unimportant roads in 
sion, where the Action Grour­
have been tarred. (Interrupti~.. 

I hope that when we come t 
this House we can remind the Gt 
what we like, of what amenities we 
Division or in our area: all that , 
want. Now the Government will 
to us merely ,because- (InterruptionsJ 

Mr Speaker: Order, Order: I ht 
hon. Gentleman from Okitipupa is not 
too lonesome. (Laughter). 

· . Mr Okwesa: · Now, Sir, the Govern1 
will not listen to us merely because we ar' 
members of the Action Group Party. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am making an< 
point, and that is that party politics is a 
factor which contributes to this polic 

. discrimination. Look at my own di: 
for example-the N dosimiii District in ·1 

Division. I told you the other day tha 
one inch of road has been tarred. Wr 
responsible for this is because that distr 
predominantly NCNC. (Interruptions) . 
do not drive my car on wat~r, I drive m 
on land. -We even have ~nough water i 
area where Government would have 
those industries that are possible v 
water is obtained. · (Interruptions). 
Speaker, Sir, I ask the Government to • 
use of the • materials available. My 
has been discriminated against in the 1= 
sion of industries;, we have the materials 
so we want the Government to make 1.: 

or these materials in our area. 

A supporter of the Action Group tol 
the other day, when I was raising a 
about road tarring on the floor of this H 
that the Government of this Region wou: 
listen to me when I, on the other side -< 
House, make appeals to the Governnie' 
the development of my area, but tha 
crossed over to the Action Group, the 
wishes would be fulfilled. I told him 1 
that was what the. Action Group Gaven 
of this Region was thinking about, tl 
must know that it is undemocratic. I : 
that even, if the Prime Minister of 

. . Britain wanted to win over the constitu 
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of Labour and Liberal Members of Parliament 
he would not tell these Members that unless 

. they crossed over to the Government side, . 
their constituencies would not be developed. 
The GOvernment of .Great .Britain distributes 
amemtles indiscriminately. (Interruptions.) 
In the East, Sir, the Government, controlled 
by the NCNC, is trying to show thi~ example 
for the Government of the \Vestern Region to 
follow. At the beginning of every financial 
year, when preparing a (levelopment pro­
gramme, the Eastern Regional Government 
considers all sections of the Regio11. It 

. would begin by saying that this year we are 
. going to give . this district tarred roads, 
pipe-borne water supply, electric light, and 

· so on and so forth, until every part of the 
' Region has got its own share of the ameuities 

and development 'projects. Thts is exactly 
what an ·impartial Government should do. 
But this Government will only develop-that 
is if they feel like doing so-areas V.rhere they 
have many supporters, leaving the areas 
where they have few supporters undeveloped. 
(Jnterrup#o1zs.) · · · 

M r Speaker, Sir, yuu will remember that 
1 ~aid the other day that Jerpocracy is dead in 
the Western Region. If you do not give us 
any atnenities, we shalll:untinue to bear what 
treatment you give to the Midwest and start 
im ideal Goveuunent when· the 1\ITidwest 
Stntc is crt..:uted. 

Government Bench: Point of Order, 
Sir; Order 33: Subject to paragraph two of 

~this Standing Order no Membet; shall be 
entitled to address the House for more tlmn 
thirty minutes. 

. Mr Speaker: The hon. Gentleman l~as 
in fact stated what the Standing Order says, 
but will the hon. Gentleman-Mr Okwesa­
please continue? 

for contract. If two people-one a member 
of the NCNC and the other a member of the 
Action Group-apply for contracts, the 
Action Grouper will surely get it, no matter 
whether the NCNCer is more qualified for 
the award . .. I believe that there is something 
behind this; I think it is not unconnected with 
the decisions taken by the Action Group in 
their inner circles that contractors who are 
awarded contracts should contribute 10 per 
cent of the award each of them gets to the 
coffers of the party. 

Mr Speaker: I think that what happens 
in the Midwest also may happen in the 
Yoruba West. (Interruptions) . 

Mr Okwesa: Mr Speaker, there is yet 
another . point: if an Action Group-controlled 
Council is reported to be going wrong, 
perhaps to be rife in bribery and corruptions, 
the Government ignores the report. (Inter­
ruptions). · 

Mr Speaker: This if) out of order. It 
has nothing to do with Estimates: (Shame, 
shame). 

Mr Okwesa: I now come to your 
agric;ultural policy. Mr Speaker, t>ir., here 
again, t h c r e is ·discrimination- the ugly 

.. monster. We must say all we can to eradi­
cate this evi,l; di~r.riminatiun is really an evil, 
a social evil. Mr Speaker, Sir, I contenJ 
that there is no Government worth its salt 
which would claim to be democratic unless it 
plans its development programmes in a most 
honest way. Anything short of this is 
discrimination. Tl;le Government must con­
sider the needs of the people, especially 
where there is availability of material; after 
all, our needs are smaller and it is easier to 
satisfy 11~. than to satisfy those whose needs 
are greater. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I now come to the point 
Mr Okwesa: Mr Speahr, Sir, the policy of austerity measures. (Interruptions). The 

of the Government in the provision of Minister of Finance alleged that people have 
industries, etc., is always based on discrimina- been saying that the Government is going 
tion and this discrimination, as I have said, bankrupt. I am sure that nobody actually 
.is the factor which we must all fight against. said that the Government is going bankrupt; ; 
(Interruptions). There is· one -example which however there are certain things which ,make 
I 'have in mind no\.v, and this is that there is us feel that all is not well with the Govern­
discrimination in the award of contracts. ment. The Government is in great difficulty. 
Invariably, wh~>.n contractors apply to the Hon. Members will agree with me that there 
9ovcrnm.ent for Government contracts, the were many occasions when cocktail parties 
first consideration is whether the contractor and g~rden parties were held; but nobody 
is a Midwesterner or a Y oruba person. ' hears of cocktail and garden parties these 
(Inte'rruptions). \Veil, if he is a Midwester- · days (Interruptions). · 
ner, he is sure to lose the contract, but if he is · 
a Yoruba man, he is certain to get it. -. (Inter- 1 Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, .Sir, as I cx­
ruptions). The . same thing happen-s when plained the other day to the House, we as 
people of different party connections apply leaders must set certain examples. \Ve 

. . 
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ourselves must set the example first by 
making sacrifices before calling on the people 
to make their own sacrifices. 

Mr Okwesa: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am not 
complaining nor am I embittered by the fact 
that there are ,no more cocktail and garden 
parties. (Interruptions'). In the ordinary 
course of events-under normal circum­
stances-the 'Government should be praised 
for holding garden parties and cocktail parties 
on. very useful things; but these had stopped 
even since last year before the austerity 
measures carne into force; when therefore 
the measures start, I hope this Government, 
as in the past, will come here to tell us that 
as they are first in everything-first in Africa, 
first in the universe-they are also first in 
introducing austerity measures. Mr Speaker, 
Sir; that is why in the austerity measures, 
they have gone beyond the limit set by the 
other Governments of the Federation­
they \Vant to be first in Nigeria, first in 
everything. Everyone knows that the other 
Governments only reduced the salaries 
of Ministers, etc., by 10 per · cent, but this 
Government, in addition to doing this, also 
scrapped other allowances which other 
Governments did not scrap. (Interruptions). 

Now the Members of the Government have 
already begun to feel the pinch under the 
measures of the austerity, and it is just 
starting. We were told yesterday of the 
Premier's transport pool. That .should not 
happen. If we must make sacrifices, all 
must make It. We must use our own cars 
and maintain them. 

Chief Odeb!yi: Point of explanation. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, many :Members of the 
Opposition are part-time politicians, but 
Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries are 
full-time politicians. They must be able·to 
tr:avel through the leqgth and breadth of the 

. Region and not have to do so by taxi or by 
bus, since time is a big factor. If the hon. 
Member is not happy about the Premier's 
transport' pool which has been existing since 
195.2, if he is already feeling the pinch of 
austerity, and is not satisfied that Ministers 

·should use such transport, all he needs do is 
to cross over. (Cheers from Government 
Benches). 

Mr Okwesa: Mr Speaker, Sir, in wind­
ing up, I wish to say that I am not convinced 
by the explanat,ion just given by the Minister 
of Finance. In other words, I am quite 
convinced that as soon as the Government 
does away "with discrimination the better 
it will be for all of us. 

I now turn to the Government's agricul­
tural project. Many such projects exist in 

the Yoruba area of the Region but none in 
the other discrffi1inated area, the Midwest. 
If you want to settle unemployment by 
industries and employ people in · one section 
alone, this attitude will not lead the Govern­
ment anywhere. To solve this problem, · 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I say that some industries 
must have to be sited in the Midwest area. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr M. A. !dodo (Afenmai South-East): 
I rise to support this Motion so ably tabled by 
the Minister of Finance and Leader ·of this 
House. Having gone throLtgh the Speech 
made by the hon. Minister' of Finance on the 
Second Reading of the 1962-63 Appropriati.on 
Bill, I would like to express my sincere 
congratulations to the West Regional Govern­
ment whose · wisdom and foresight have 
placed its development plan in the fore-front 
in the Federation of Nigeria. . . .. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, Nigeria fs a very young 
nation · striving to live to · the expectation of 
other countries ' of the world. We, the 
citizens of this great country, no matter what 
Region or pqrticular Party we may belong to 
are advised to make self-sacrifices which will 
facilitate development and . progress in 
Nigeria. Austerity measures are necessary 
to maintain our independence, and we must 
work hard to keep them up. Vve are crying 
for more amenities and the Government 
has provided them in the Estimates before us. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, __ let us agree with the 
Minister of. Finance that more amenities 
fu~ans more sacrifice and maximum mobili­
sation and utilisation of our local wealth 
and resources for our ·development and 
progress. 

Road Devebopment.-With much gn1tifica­
tion I wish to express my humble thanks to 
the· Western Region GoverniT!ent for making 
provision in the ·1962.,.63 Estimates for the 
tarring of Ukpilla-J attu road as well as the 
recurrent Agenebode road tarring which was 
started as far back as 1959 and on which only 
seven miles of work has been done. Mr 
Speaker, Sir, may I say'to the knowledge of 
this House that, unlike other programmes 
which the 1955-60 Development Plan 
contained which were fully completed, 
Agenebode road is one and that the 
very £20,000 which recurr~d last year 
is now repeating itself in this year's 
Estimates. I humbly pray the Minister 
concerned to pay greater attention to the 
tarring of this road. 

.· 
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' . It, will ~lso be highly : commenqable if the 
following roads are considered for widening 

. and 'up.:.grad'inf to "1\:"~t~tu_s :;- ·; .· 
t -' • · • . •• , ~ • I ' • ·· • . . • _ \ . ' 

Jattu-F\.lgar road · · 
Agbede-Ideguri--Alebete road . 
Agbede'-J agbe 1:oad. 

Educatioti.- On behalf of the people of 
Afenmai,_ particularly · Etsakor,' I have · to 
express our sincere grati tude to the Govern-

. mcnt for the provision of Au chi 'fcchnical 
School in t.he 1962-6.3·. Estimates. Our 
confidence, ,faith . and loyalty to and in ·the 
Action GrO'up Government will continue. 

I pray the·-Government foi· e~rly ~pproval 
· of a · Grammar .• School ··for the'· :people of 
Agen~bode. 

Industrial · De7.Jelopment.-To reduce un­
employment in Afenmai Division, agricultural 
industries such ·as · fishing and rice industries, 
the exploitation of 'our mineral resources, 
such as cement, which was discovered at 

· U kpilla, should be undertaken. 
. ...._, ,,. . . 
Medica( . Facilities.-! noticed carefully 

that in the _1962-63 Estimates, page 168, 
·Head: 701, Sub-head 16, there is provision 
for a · new hospital for the Midwest · but no 
·place of allocation shown. · I would like to 
ren1~:nd this House of the promise 'made by 
leaders of this Government to build a general 
hospital .·at Agenebode · and to pray this 
·I:-Iouse to · see to its early fulfilment. ' 

. W ater Supply.-The W ater Supply Scheme 
for Fugar, Ogbana and Ibienafe as provided 
for in the Estiinates warrant West Govern­

. m ent's high commendation. 

: May I, in -conclusion, call upon .the Mem­
bers •opposite me to denounce the NCNC 
and join the Action Group . whose Govern­

. ment ·is · non-discriminatory to the Mid­
westerners. 

M r Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

lVIr B. Olaniyan (Ibarapa ·East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the Appro-

. priation Bill now being debated on the 
floor of this honourable House. In support­
ing the Bill, I whole-heartedly congratulate the 
the assiduous Minister of Finance, Chiefthe 
hon. J. A. 0. Odebiyi, for his immense and 
selfless efforts in carefully planning his orderly 
Budget Speech which was ably delivered on 
the floor of this honourable House. When 
Shakespeare was alive he said, and I quote: 
"I ln1ow I am doing a great work but it is a 
pity that people will not p raise me during my 
life-time." · Mr Speaker, Sir, we on this side 
of the House know that the Action Group 
Goverr:unent is helping this Region by leaps 

-· 

and bounds. ·ri is the . o~ly Governn',.ent)'i~ 
the Federation of Nigeria which thinks first of 
t~r· welfare of : its p~p.ple, .. ' / I'h.is,: \Yi~steiJl 
Regio.n;al, ·Gove,rnment is ,considtrrate.,. rrwd.-_ 
crate .and h~ghly democratic . . It ,is the only. 
G~vernment , . whl~h ,.caters for life more 
abunqant. Mr Speaker, Sir, · other 'Regio11s 
iq. the federation of Nigeria are,jeqlou~ of tNs 
Government because it is · a progressive 
Government . . ·It <is a Government which is 
endowed by nature with geniuses who are 
really worthy of their position anywhere in _, 
the world. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Min,istcr:. of Fin.ance 
has carefully planned· ·his a'nil'ual · ·Budget 
Speech; ; he has · -rightly apportioned · the 
sum of £2;443,430 to roads and bridges 
iri this Region. ·., This will afford th~ people 
of this Region a great advantage of travelling 
easily and peacefully to any part of ' the 
Region. Under this head, Mr Speaker, many 
roads in the Region will be tarred. The 
people of my constituency, Eruwa and Lanlate 
will be very grateful if the Government can 
consider, along with its many projects of 
road-tarring, the roads from Eruwa to Okolo, 
the greatest cocoa-producing area in Ibadari 
Division, and the Igboora to lgangan . road 
which is only a distance of about twenty 
miles. · ' 

This Government also caters for the health 
of the people. Mr Speaker, Sir, many 
hospitals, dispensaries and rural · health 
centres are built in this Region to save th.e . 
lives of our p yople. These health institu­
tions are the best equipped institutions in the 
whole of the Federation of Nigeria. In my 
constituency, Eruwa and Lanlate, and my 
district as a whole, many dispensaries are 
built anti ·supervised by this Government. 
Above all, .a·· rural health centre is built at 
Igboora which serves the whole district. 
For all these, my people thank the Govern­
tnent. 

The people of my constituency will regard 
it as the ·greatest honour and the greatest 
service if this Government can kindly give 
them a general hospital. Mr Speaker, Sir, 
a general hospital is necessary because ·the 
nearest hospital to Eruwa and . Lanlate 
is forty-five mil~s away at Ibadan. Many 
people have lost their lives before they 
are taken to Ibadan for treatment. There­
fore, this·· Government will ,save :a lot of 
taxpayers' lives if a general hospital can be 
built in my constituency, that is, at Eruwa and 
Lanlate. 

The most common and most fatal disease in 
my district, especially in my constituency 
1s "guinea-worm''... This disease has ren-
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. dered many of my people jobless, poor 
nnd wretched; This disease, Mr; Speaker, 
according to medical experts is caused 
by dirty and .unhygienic water supply which 
my people drink. As these people whole­
heartedly support this Goverr'tment and shall 
ever support it for their safety, it is high time 
they are supplied with pipe-borne water. 
I am sure, Mr Speaker, this Government will 
not let down my people. Rural water 
supply is first and foremost in the hearts 
of my people. 

At this juncture, Mr Speaker, I am appeal­
ing to thi.s Government to hasten action on 
the Eruwa Rural Water supply in my constit­
uency and especially in the whole of the · 
Ibarapa District. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr J. U. E. Agbaza (Urhobo East II): 
M~ Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the Appro­
priation Bill, and I thank the hon. Minister 
of Fin~nce for the balanced ·estimates that 
he has pre~ented before· this House. 

I · am really surprised that Members .from 
the · :Midwest area only come here to criticise 
unnecessarily. I am sure that, for .once we 

· have to remember the words of the British 
. Prime Minister Harold MacMillan; he told 

the British electorates that "they have never 
had it so good". . I think, for once, the 
Midwesterners on the other side have to 
understand that we have never had it so good 
in the Midwest. (Cheers). There is already 
a wind of change in the Region, and even the 
Midwesterners should be happier at it than 
any other Members in this House: 
· The hon, Member for N dosimili has just 

told .us that there are no amenities in his area. 
What amenity can you have when you live 
on water? You want road or water? Mr 
Speaker, Sir, there is a hospital in Kwale and 
the Kwale people do hot attend t~e hospital 
because of unnecessary superstition. (Shame, 
shame). And yet they want amenities. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, if you look into the whole 
of the. Estimates you will ·see that the· Govern­
ment has provided for more road cfeV'eiopment 
programmes, more hospitals, maternity 
centres, road tarring; , and·· even in the 
Cabinet more pewers have been given Jo 
the hon. Minister of Midwest Affairs, and at 
present we h;lVe a 1\llinister of Trade and 
Industry who is a Midwesterner. Please let 
us thank the Government for all that it has 
been able· to do, aha do not let us come here 
to criticise unnecessarily. 

. It is shown in the Estimates of the Ministry 
?[ T~ade ~c\ ~ndu~try · that there. }s,. a s9rt .of 

·.I 

' !. 

drop or fall in the world cocoa price . I am 
therefore inviting the Government's attention 
to the Produce InspeGtion side of this 
D~!'llrtment. Whnt I really m.tHlfl. i!il thnt 
Government should do something to ensure ·· 
that there is a sort of standard weight by 
which the produce' is graded in the Region, 
so that if our produce leave this country we . 
can always be sure of a standat:d price for 
what we export. And then again, Sir, I 
think there is no common goodwill between 
the junior members of the Department and 
the senior ones. I think the junior members 
have to be taken into confidence, and at 
present the junior m embers are always 
frightened by the senior members. I am 
speaking from experience because if the men 
are in good terms they will be able to discharge 
their work efficiently. · 

When we talk about education we have to 
thank the Government for the way which it 
has, and is still, handling free primary 
education in this Region. The Government 
has also earmarked a large sum of money for 
higher· education generally. But now ·one of 
the difficulties we have with free primary. 
education iri the Region, Sir, is the question 
of school age. What I mean is that the 
school age in the rural areas should be diffe­
rent from that in the urban area. For instance, 
take the son of a Minister or a Permanent 
Secretary who will know the difference 
between a radio, a television set, a bottle of 
whisky, and so on; 'he will be able to speak 
partial English ever before he starts school. 
But this does not happen to the children in 
the rural areas as there are no such advantages 
for them. 

Mr Omokowajo: That is what we 
have been saying. All Ministers · in the 
Region and the so-called big men in the Civil 
Service have separate· schools for · their 
children. (Interruptions). 

Mr Agbaza: Finally, · I am sure, Sir, 
Government will find a way by which it will 
adjust the school age in the rural areas as · 
aga·ins.t,the u.t:ban areas. · 

t .,_· ( '. -.·;~.· ... ' , 

If the Government looks into the que;tion1 

of Secondary and Modern School' leaving age, 
I am very sure he will bear this in mind; The 
length of time on~ spends in a Secondary 
Modern School should 'be increased. Instead 
of spending three years in . a Secondary 
Modern School, it ~>hould be five years. · 

Mr Speaker·: 'l should like to remind the 
hon. Member to correlate his speech with the 
Es.tim~ate.s ; ·' · ' 

i: 
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M'a• A~bn~l\; Coming- t<.) th~ Ministry of ., 
'vVorkl:l nnd 'l'mnRpiH·t, ·1 nm sure thnt a lot 
nf mont~y hns bt1tlll provided by Government 
for the development of roads, culverts and 
tarring of roads, but in the rural areas, Sir, 
£1,000 can do more work if it is handed over 
to a community or people to build thei_r 
bridges themselves, than if the £1,000 is 
handed to the Minister of Works and Trans­
port, because before the Government can 
bring all the machinery from Headquarters 
to rural areas if will cost more. - I have 
confidence in all the Ministers appointed by 
the Regional Government. 

Looking into the Estimates generally, Sir, 
may I add no Government can fun~tion with­
out money, and that means money has to come 
either by way of tax or by way of rates. 
In the Midwest area you have a lot of people 
who refuse to pay rates" It is not because 
the rates are high; it is merely because they 
refuse to pay as NCNCers. I think the time 
has come, Mr Speaker, for the Attorney­
General and the Minister of Finance to 
decide on. a severe step to deal with the 
NCNC chaps who .refuse to pay their taxes 
and rates. 

I wish to congratulate the Government and 
·the hon. Minister of Finance for 'the able way 
he presented the Appropriation Bill. 

Sitting suspended at 2.10 p.m. 

Sitting resumed at 8.40 p·.m. 

. (Mr Dep.uty Speaker in the Chair) 

Mr D. A. Popoola (Oyo South-West): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to associate myself 
with those hon.. Members who support the 

. Western Nigeria 1962-63 Appropriation Bill; 

. an.d in doing so, Sir.' ........ 

Alhaji Z. A.· Opaleye: . Point of Order. 
Order 29 (1): During the session all Members 
shall enter or leave the House with decorum .. 
The hon. Member for Okitipupa North­
West (Mr Omokowajo) is not wearing· the 
proper dress. He is· wearing a Danshiki 
without an Agbada, which is incomplete. 

' Danshiki is an underwear and is an improper · 
dress for this House. 

. Mr Speaker: We wo~ld ask the hon. 
Gentleman to please go and dress well. 

· Mr Omokowajo: ·I am going home now 
to put on another dress. 

Mr Popoola: Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
associate myself with those hon. Members 
who support the Western Nigeria 1962-63 
Appropriation Bill; and, in doing so, Sir, 
I -have t? di~ate on the following cogent points 

very briefly. Before I go on, may ;J say, Sir, 
that the Bill has been so · 90mprehensively 
styled as to give a proper place to those aspects 
of the Regional Government's multifarious 
duties and services throughout ·the . Region. 
The designers need to be highly praised for 
this high sense of responsibility. The ·days 
of social, educational and economic emancipa­

. tion of Western Nigeria are dawn because 
these large sums of money made available by 
the Regional Governrpent, upon _which the 
proposed development schemes will ride to 
land safely, show a sense of foresight on the 
part of this Government. , ·· 

Mr Speaker, "Sir, this 1962-63 Appropria:.: 
tion Bill is the beginning of the fulfilment of 
recent Six-year Development Plan which is 
pregnant with a series of improvements, 
and proposes bright hopes for the future of the 
masses. In collaboration with the Develop­
ment Plan, this Appropriation Bill has given 
adequate place to the development of our 
agricultural and industrial schemes. The · 
production and processing of cocoa is bound 
to play a prominent part in the economy of 
Western Nigeria, and the manufactured goods 
produced therefrom V>'ill need the patronage of 
the people in order to stabilise the economy 
firmly. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, perhaps the best services 
a Government could do to a nation is to give 
the best type of education possible in that 
locality. This Region has done the best in 
making the educational policy worthy of 
emulation by all the other Governments of 
the Federation of Nigeria. 

The Free Primary Education Scheme forms 
the concrete base whereby the bitterest war · 
is being waged ag::.inst the disease of illiteracy~ 

This Region controls many more Seconqary 
Grammar Schools than , any other Region 
within the Federation and, in the field 
of secondary modern education, Western 
Nigeria is second to none. · In my own 
humble opinion, Sir, as primary education is 
free and Secondary Grammar Schools receive 
gra4ts from the Government to aid · it, 
Secondary Modern Schools too (which form : 
the'\.intermediate block between the other 
two) should be considered for some grants, 
however small, to make them fulfil perfectly .' 
their desired end. 

Furthermore, Sir, I seize this opportunity . 
to bring to your notice the difficulties 
confronting the citizens of Western Nigeria'· 
resident in the Northern Region in connection · 
with · procuring secondary education for ~ 
their children. The Northern Government 
would ruthlessly reject such children . from . 
entering into their secondary schools, and · 
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when interviewed for a redress, the Govern­
,'" ment would advise such parents and guardians 

to repatriate their childi-en to Western Nigeria 
to achieve their aim. Now, Mr Speaker, 
Sir, it is evident that even if such · 

. parents or guardians · agree to send their 
children back to the West notwithstanding 
the difficulties entailed, the incompatibility 
of the Northern education policy with ours 
in the West aggravates the problem the 
more. In my, own humble opinion, Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I would rather suggest that the 
Western ! Government should either bring 
some · . pressure to bear on the Northern 
Regional Government to stop forthwith 
this discriminatory practice, especially when 
everyone in Nigeria today preaches the 
gospel of .One Nigeria, or take an immediate 
positive step to accommodate them con­
veniently if and when such children· are 
repatriated to Western Nigeria. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I would like. to bring 
to your notice that my constituency needs, 
most particularly at present, bituminous 
surfacing of roads. · This is true of many 
roads in both the Oyo South-West and 
South-East · constituencies. As I am now 
expressing the sentiments of those people, 
I should be grateful if this request is included 
in the final 1962-63 Estimates. The exten­
sion of electricity, the establishment of 
agricultural apd industrial facilities in those 
areas,· will surely make for the prosperity 
of the inhabitants if the Government would 
kindly accede to these requests. 

In conclusion,_ Sir, · I congratulate the 
Western Nigeria Governri1ent for its selfless 
services, not only to the -western Region, 
but also to the Federation of Nigeria as a 
whole. It 'is not uncommon to find the 
relics of th:e old feudalism of the Northern 
Region trampling on the ~odern civilisation 
of democracy, and all sorts of discriminatory 
practices and selfishness; selfishness in th,at 
the NPC Government would not welcome a 
split in the Northern Region in the way of 
creating more States even as large as it is, 
and tyrant in dismembering the West by 
carving out the Midwest State even when 
the West is the smallest Region within the 
Federation of Nigeria. 

The NCNC Government 
Nigeria is very inconsistent ... 

of Eastern 

Mr Speaker: Order, Order. W.ill the 
· hon. Member please make references to 
either the Midwest or other Governments 
only if they are concerned with the Appropria­
tion Bill being discussed. 

· Mr Popoola: Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
Western Region is an all-_round Region. 
Both the children of the Northerners and 
Easterners resident in the West enjoy our 
free · primary education scheme and are 
admitted into our Secondary Modern and 
Secondary Grammar Schools without dis­
crimination. Any Northerner qr Easterner 
travelling or living in the West -is assured of 
safetv of himself, his family and his property 
unde"r the Fundamental Human · Rights 
entrenched in the Nigerian Constitution and 
which is truly applied in Western Nigeria. 
The fact that the Western Region is prepared 
to give as much as it could afford to procure 
the unity of Nigeria is . manifest in giving 

·Lagos away to be known as the Federal 
territory of Nigeria. For being .so broad­
minded, magnanimous, law-abiding ·and 

· sufficiently accommodating, bearing no malice 
to anyone, the Action Group Government of 
Western· Nigeria deserves very high com-
mendation. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support·. 

Mr J. A. Riemu (Urhobo West Il): In 
this Budget which you call Estimates, 
1962-63-you will see there that the Govern- · 

. ment of this Region has not only let down 
the people of this Region but it has altogether .. 
made your hopes for development and 
industrial projects a total sham. I am 
saying this bec:ause I feel that I am in an 
·Assembly which is called Western House of 
Assembly. (Laughter). If I should have to 
add a little to it, I would tell you again that the 
whole calamity falls more on the people of 
the Midwest than any other community. in_ 
this Region. The Midwest is neglected in. 
every aspect of development project and in 
every aspect of industrial project, and we 
keep on saying that unless some sort of care 
is taken to do thiR type of thing-well, you 
might say that this man perhaps does not 
know what he is.talking. I just bring you one 
fact. Sapele with its geographical signifi­
cance: Sapele, I . repeat, with its industrial 
importance, I can assure you, has been . 
promised water scheme since 1956 and · an 
amount of money to the value of £135,000 has 
been allocated for that scheme. As I said in 
this House before, nothing about that scheme 
is heard. (Interruption's). And even in -that 
plan you went to the extent of saying that the 
money was going to be used to extend the 
already existin'g water scheme in Sapele, so 
that if an ordinary man. hears that he would 
think that, perhaps, there is a water scheme 
in Sapele which needs some extension. 
But for those of us who live there-(Inter­
ruptions). 

.. 
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:' If it is heckling, I will heckle you from 
your big man to your small man. (Laughter). 
The pity of . it all is . that I ·do not know 
how to read; if I had known how to read I 
could have . at least-well, I am able to 
compile a book like this but I do not know 
how .to read. In any decent debate · we have 
not been taught at school at least that reading 
is the · point of debate. If Mr Speaker 
'Yould allow me to digress a bit ................ .. 

Mr Speaker:' I would not like you to 
digress. I would like you to debate the 

· Appropriation Bill. 

Mr Riemu: As I said before, Ughelli is 
more· important' than Ikenne. Mr Speaker 
Sir, I do not. know exactly which Government 
we ·arefacing: is·it the Action Group or that of 
the· Nigeria People United Front? Ughelli 
that is more important than Ikenne has no 

. water, not to talk of electricity. You know 
quite well that the whole money with which 
this Region is run comes from the Midwest. 
I am speaking for the Midwest as a whole. 
(Interruptions). We have the ports 
on which this Government relies for · its 
share of exportation and any other thing 
that comes from Sapele. 

Today if the Motion (perhaps which you 
will summon to this House sometime) is 
approved and we are likely to send all our 

· good boys away to return to the Midwest, we 
J:lope you are done and that is the reason why 
you do ' not want us to go, but we are going. 
If you should in fact allocate amenities 
according to the system of derivation 
aCtually I think . we shall have the bette; 
share of the money of this Region. And I 
tell you again: the reason why the Midwest 
is treated like that is because it is what you 
used td call "Kobokobo" area. I know 
that if it were . in the. Y oruba area, I think 
quite well that you would have treated 
Sapele and some other ports in the Midwest 
like the Liverpool of this Region. 

Mr Speaker: Order, Order. Well, I 
have insisted that the hon. Member for 
Urhobo West II, should address the Speaker 

. and refer to the Government and not "you" 
on the other side. I think that makes the-
deba~e more respectable. _. · .· 

. Mr Riemu: I thank you, Mr Speaker 
Sir, and I hope I would not be tempted to 
loo~ at your people who, you know ........ . 
(Laughter) . Well, Mr Speaker Sir, as I have 
said before, I do not think I should have to 

· digress so much. It is our people. By 
saying our people, I mean our Midwest 

Ministers in this place. We have only two 
of them out of seventeen total substantive 
Ministers, so that it is they 'who have actually 
let us down. It is because they have conde­
scended to accept whatever type of Ministries 
that are given to them. · Look at a inan here­
the Minister of Midwest Affairs, as brainy 
as he is, as enlightened as he is-well, .I am 
speaking on the economic and financial 
policy o( this Region. 

Alhaji Opaleye: Point of Order. 
Order 27 (14): Ministers and Parliamentary 
Secretaries shall be referred to by the designa­
tion of their office or portfolio. The hon. 
Member is pointing to the Minister of­
(Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: Order, order. That point 
of order is upheld please. Ministers and 
Parliamentary Secret11ries should be referred 
to by their portfolios. 

Mr Omokowajo: Point of Order, 
Mr Speaker Sir. Is Mr Opaleye now the 
Minister of Agriculture which hefought for? 
(Laught~r). 

Mr Riemu: I said that it is they who 
have actually let us down. If they had been 
fortunate to have got such Ministries which 
carry some sort of governmental respon­
sibilities, Ministries which have capital 
expenditure, we' could have had much to say 
about the developments in the Midwest. 
Let us say the Minister of Midwest Affairs 
is the .Minister of Education; I think that at 
least before he will give a secondary school 
to Ikenne, another one to a village near 
it,. and ' another one to a place near there, he 
will also try to give one to the Midwest too. 
The other man, the Minister of Labour­
! do not know whether he is now the Minister . 
of Trade and Industry; and what we still know 
is th~t he is still the Minister of Labour. ' If 
he had been made, say, Minister of WorkS and 
Transport, all our coming here to begin to 
shout for water, electricity, and for all these 
things-we could not . have worried. I 
know quite well that they must first of all 
think of their place before. they think of 
another place. This Government is so 
inconsistent in its dealings with the people 
over whom it is ruling to the extent that it is 
even fearing giving such Ministries to us in 
the Midwest because it thinks that· if such 
things come to us the people concerned would 
explore the situation to the advantage of the 
Midwest. So that is why you see us coming 
here everyday to cry: "This is not in our area; 
that is not in our area". Already, since we 
have been in this House, we have seen so 
many petitions and addresses being read from 
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the other side .. of the House. They are all · 
showering encomiums on the Government, 
on the Premier, on the Governor. and 
everybody. What were we doing? We were 
merely weeping because we see that those 
things they were saying were quite so. They , 
are bound to praise. the Government because 
they have gained from it. So that is just. 
one point Mr Speaker . . Everything we have 
to say from this side of the House from year 
to year is just the story of woe unless, we 
pray God, we are out sooner or later. 

Now I co~e to one most important matter. «. 
When' I say that the Midwest is neglected in 
everything: we ask for this and we ask for 
that arid it is not done: what shall we do? 
There was a time when these people went to 
London and arranged certain things. We 
are saying that we do not get amenities. and 
this is because we happen to belong to a 
minority area, and the only thing that the 
Government can do to allay the fears of 'the 
minority is to ?ive them their separate State. 

I can assure you there was a Motion 
pas~ed in the Federal House recently, 
whtch has been .referred to the three Regions 
of the Federation; two of them have actually 
acted accordingly but this particular Govern­
ment has refused to deal with it as required 
in the Constitution. This is so because they 
do not have the interest of the people of the 
Midwest at heart. 

Mr Speaker: Point of order. Order, 
688 (1): "Debate ·shall be confined to the 
financial and economic state of Western 
Nigeria and Western Nigeria Government's 
financial policy". The hon. Gentleman 
was wandering' too far away from the econo­
mic policy of the Region ... 

Mr Riemu: Mr Speaker, Sir, I always 
feel th~J if I speak and confine myself 
unavoidably to the Midwest-well, I feel 
thatthe Midwest is still.a part of this Region. 

Now we are being called upon to app~ove 
the Bill calling for the appropri11tion of 
more than £36 million for the services of 
this Region. ·As usual, this very Bill could 
not have been very much controversial, 
but for the fact that I have seen certain 
things which need some sort of close examina­
tion. 

When the austerity measures of this 
Region were arinounced for the first time 
by the Premier, what did we tell him? 
All we told him was that we were prepared 
to give him our fullest co-operation, "provided 
the need for the austerity measures would 
be absolutely in the interest of the people of 

., .. . 

this Region. We said that if that was done, 
then we were prepared to co-operate. Our 
Leader announced that, and, in fact, we 
all agreed with it. But now I have noticed 
that the needs of these measures are riot 
at all , the wishe-s of the people of this Region. 
It is being cleverly converted into some use . 
that is actually questionable. As I go on­
(Interruptions). I do not read. When it is 
your turn to speak, get up and read. 

We know for certain that no plan or no 
scheme or no institution will even thrive· 
unless it enjoys public confidence, but when 
the people have certain things to think 
about it in the end; detiriitely ·the scheme 
must fall. When the Finance Minister was 
making his Budget Speech a few days. ago, 
he made a sharp cut of ten per cent in the 
salaries of all Ministers and Parliamentary 
Secretaries. 

Mr Layonu: Point of order, Sir. Order 
33 (1): "No member shall be entitled to 
address the House or a Committee of the 
whole House for more than thirty minutes on 
any subject". The hon. Gentleman started 
addressing the House at twenty-five minutes 
to nine. 

Mr Speaker: The hon. Gentleman' ha8 
not spoken for thirty minutes yet. (Shouts 
of "shame, shame" from Opposition Benches); 

Mr Riemu: I know the Speaker enjoys 
my speech. At least, I have the luck to 
get it enjoyed by the Speaker of the House. 

When the Finance Minister was making 
his Budget Speech a . few days ago, he made 
a sharp cut of ten per cent in the salaries 
of all Ministers, of all Parliamentary Secre­
taries and of all Members 9f this _House, 
including the total abolition of fixed vehicle 
allowances in respect of all these functionaries, 

· together with drivers' allowances hitherto 
paid tc. Minister~ or Parliamentary Secretaries. 
We termed this as sacrifices on the part of 
his Ministers and other Me.mbers of this 
House. · Caning on the people of this Region 
to be prepared to make similar sacrifices, 
he quoted a poet- I wish he were here now 
-T. S. Elliot as saying: "Sever the .cord, 
shed the. scale, only the fool fixed in his folly 
may think he can turn the wheel on which 
he turns". (Shouts of . "Literature" from 
Government Benches, , and prolonged applause 
from Opposition Benches). . , 

Now, Sir, let us see how seriously and 
honestly this piece . of advice is followed: 

I have carefully examined and compared 
last year's Estimates with the 1962-63 
Estimates and have found that the amount 
for fixed vehicle allowances . n 1962-63 
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Estim:a:tes, which is now abolished, has been 
cleverly added to the amount for local 
transport and travelling expenses. The 
Estimates for last .year, which figures were 
even said to be too much, this year now it is 
trebled._:_from £362,31<Ywhich is for 1961-62 
to £641,590. The excess being £279,280. 
That is the excess right now, and this is 

· . called, this time, not "Fixed Vehicle Allow­
ances" but "Local Transport and Travelling 
Expenses". We know quite well that some­

. times there may be some addition in excess 
and there may be some cuts. We do not 
exp~ct that it should be steady there, but 
the addition should be relevant or, at least 
should be related to the amount of establish­
merits. There must be a detailed note. 
Whenever an abnormality of ' this type is 
done it should be explained under what 
they call "explanatory 'details" and the 
people will see exactly why that amount has 
come up. ·But in this case it was never . 

·explained because, in fact, there was no 
increase in · establishments. All that ·we 
know now is that this money is going to 

. get out of this book and, in fact from the 
Treasury by vouchers. Because if it is 
put there as fixed vehicle allowance it is going 
to be added to your salaries every month, 
that is, it will go to every individual by pay 
slip at the end of every month, but this is 
called under the ·new name "Local Transport 

· and ·Travelling Expenses" · which can be 
· drawn by any Minister. 

M r J. E. Otobo: It is a serious matter 
to say that there are some spurious vouchers 
being made out from the Treasury. If it is 
true . they could be brought to the Speake~. 

. . 1 

Mr J~ 0. Omokowajo (Okitipupa North­
West) rose with some papers purported to be 
substantiating documents. 

Mr Speaker: Will the hon. Gentleman 
for Okitipupa North-West please keep 
order and pass the papers to the Speaker. 
The hon. Member will be allowed to speak 
later on. · · 

Mr Riemu: This increase is distributed 
round · the whole Ministries to enable Minis­
ters to draw them by v<;mcherl). I can 
mention the Ministers and the relevant 
months. 

The hon. Premier: foi 1961 .. 62 he had 
£4,000. 

M r Speaker: I rule that out of order. 
The Heads and Estimates are not being 

· discussed at this stage. 

Mr Riemu: Y 01;1 are still going to know 
these facts and, very soon, we may hear 
some other things about it. 

If · there must be austerity . measures, 
they must not be one-sided. It will affect the . 
Ministers as much as'· it will affect the floor 
Members of this House. No doubt these 
overdrafts are intended to replace the 
sacrifices which the Ministers and the 
Government henchmen shall ~uffer by 
Western Region austerity. 

If any one refutes this statement, 
challenge him to prove the contrary. 

I, 

Mr Odigie: Point of order, Sir. No 
member shall speak for more than thirty 
minutes. 

Mr Speaker : 
1s up. 

The hon. Member's time 

The Parliamentary Secr etary to the 
Minister of Local Government (Mr A. F. 
Atie) : Mr Speaker, Sir, I · rise to support 
the Motion for the 1962-63 Appropriation . 
Bill ably moved by the hon; Minister of 
Finance; and, in doing so, I should first of all 
congratulate this Government of the Western 
Region on its praiseworthy achievement.s 
during the past year and the equally praise~· 
worthy progressive programmes envisaged 
for the current year, which, in keeping with 
the lofty ideals of this Government, will be 
carried out without any hitch. 
. Mr Speaker, Sir, it is already common 
knowledge, and I · hope Members of the 
Opposition will share this belief of mine, that 
this Government is out boldly to serve the 
needs .of the various communities that make 
up the Western Region, both the urban and 
the rural communities, irresp~ctive of geogra­
phical lo.cation and political party_-leaning. 
The various development programmes already 
noticeable throughout the Region are a 

. pointer. . · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, 1t was the general 
tho1;ght, quite misleading belief, that the 
!jaws live on water; that any idea to construct 
a motorable road that could cut through any 
part of the Western Ijaw Division was not 
only impracticable but insane. This mis ­
leading stuff about the physical geography of 
my area, Sir, must have been necessitated by 
the aversion many people have . towards 
travelling to that part of the country, on the 
OI?-e hand, and the culpable ignorance of the · 
actual physical · features . of the area by 
foreign self-styled geographical authorities 
like Mr T. R. Batten. 

May I say, Sir, that it is unfortunate that 
several M embers opposite us share this 

'f 
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erroneous belief about the natural setting of 
the Wester!). !jaw country, even though some 
of them are our next-door neighbours. 

Mr Speaker, Sir,. despite all the obstruc­
tions and obstacles placed on my way, my 
party supporters stood firm and in January 
this year, we renewed our preliminary 
programme and re-cleared the road-stretch, 
so much so that on the 7th March, 1962, 
we were able to do all that was needed to be 
done on the road, such as .removing the 
stumps, smoothening the surface and, what 
was more, improvising wooden bridges. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the 14th of March, 1962, 
shall go down in the development history of 
this Region as ·the first day when a coiwoy 
of three cars pulled through t6 Patani from 
Warri, made · possible by the sincerity of 
purpose of this Government and the willing.: 
ness of the people to contribute at all times to 
the development of our area. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, it was also a common 
belief among our !jaws that Yenogoa; a town 
in one of the !jaw Divisions in the Eastern 
Region, shall be the first to go dowri.. in 
history as having a mot6rable road. This 
was because some ten years ago, the people 
of this place communally put up a road to 
link them with Ahoada town. It was said 
that the Eastern Government did vote out the 
sum of £300,000 for the purpose of this road 
six years ago. Sir, due to the treacherous and 
deceitful tendencies of the NCNC Govern­
ment of that Region, nothing has been done 
and the odds are that this sum of money has 
been deflected to other purposes beneficial 
only to the Ibos of the mainland. 

Indeed' it was on the 14th day of March, 
1962, that a motor-car fin~t touched the soil 

. of the Ijaw "country". 
Mr Speaker, Sir, it was only last year that 

I approached this Government about the 
possibility of constructing a motorable road 
from Ewu-Oduovhori and Uwheru in the 
Central Urhobo District to Kpakiama, via 
Patani in the Western Ijaw Division. Sir, 
with the encouragement of this Government 
my people were consulted and a communal 
construction work programme was drawn up. 
The preliminary clearing of the stretch was 
done in June 1961. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, when this news of road ·· 
construction became a household word 
throughout the Division, the NCNC member 
representing my Division in the Federal 
Parliament, who also is the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Minister of Labour, devel­
oped some high fever about the future of 
his politics and th~t of his party in the , 
Division. He, therefore, embarked on a 
denigrading campaign of the most ridiculous 
type. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, this gentleman said it 
would be utterly impracticable to think in 
terms ,of a motorable road for my people; 
who are his people? He and his henchmen, 
hav:ing realised the futility of their campaigns,· 
turned back to tell the people that the huge 
sum of money voted for this road-programme 
and which was meant for the communal 
efforts of the people, has been used up by me 
for the purpose of landed properties here )n 
Ibadan. · · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the destructive tactics of 
the NCNC, represented by the very fev.r 
opposite us, is very well known, and I will 
now proceed to . tell this honourable House 
what my people and my Government have 
done on this road-project. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, it will be interesting to 
note that this Government has once again . 
belied the mischievous propaganda of the 
NCNC by approving and depositing the 
princely sum of £1,000 with the Western 
Ijaw Central District Council, Bomadi, as 
communal Development Grant in respect of 
this road, and, Sir, this has falsified for all 
time the allegation that I had converted this 
money to my own use. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, may I now refer Members 
to the Estimates of 1962-63, in which this 
Government voted the huge sum of £500,000 
for the construction of the road under 
reference. Mr: Speaker,· Sir, I now challenge . 
those ' legislators from the Central Urhob_o .. 
District Council area to state, here and now, 
whether this Government had been deceiving 
the people about this road development 
programme. I make bold to say Sir, that, · 
even as I am speaking now, engineers from .. 
the Ministry of ·works and Transport are 
busy designing the road and the bridges to be 
constructed on it. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, this' Government has 
earmarked the sum . of £10,000 for. the 
construction of foreshore and back-shore 
wall in several villages in the \Vestern Ijaw 
Division. This, Mr Speaker, will prevent 
the high flood of the Niger from inundating· · 
the villages south of the Delta, inundation 
which is an annual incident. 

l\1r Speaker, Sir, the provision of mater­
nities at Agoloma and Agbere and .a number 
of Dispensaries in the Division once again 
goes to lend weight to the popular acclaim 
that this Government is committed to the 
provision of basic medical care for 'the 
inhabitants of its rural areas. 



559 1962-6.3 Appropriation 10TH APRIL, 1962 Bill- Second Reading 560 

[MR ATIE] 
. \ . 

The Development Grants for the Markets 
at Patani, Bomadi, Ojobo and Isampou and 
Grants for Town Hails at Ughofor, Agbodobri 
and Osiama are clear signs of the Govern­
ment's belief in the efforts of the people. 

·"In conclusion, Sir, this current year's 
Estimates reflect exactly on the aspirations of 
my people. Indeed, people of the Western 
Ijaw Division have never had it so good and 
I .se.ize this opportunity, on behalf of my 
people, to thank the Government for the 
amenities already provi&d for us·: 

· Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

.Mr J. 0. Omokowajo (Okitipupa North­
West): . Mr Speaker, Sir, I will like to 
remark that I have been to almost all the 
Legislative Houses in the Federation. I 
think all the . Members of this House will 
agree with me that the standard of debate 
here is rather too low. (Prolonged interrup­
tions) . 

. Mr Speaker: Order! .Order! It will 
help the Speaker himself if you will lift up 
the standard of the debate by keeping to 
the subject matter. 

Mr Omokowajo:· Now, Mr Speaker, 
Sir, according to one of the speeches made 
by one' hon. Member, he said that the 
Estimates have been carefully prepared, and 
so on and so . forth. What we should ask 
ourselves is .... .. (Interruptions). 

. Mr Speaker: ·will the hon:· Member 
continu~ his speech. 

Mr Omokowajo: Thank you, Mr 
Speaker. It is said that the Estimates were 
well prepared, etc., etc. What we are asking is 
this: . Have we the money to do all we have 
in the Estimates? · 

· I am telling you Sir, for Okitipupa Division 
this Government has voted £200,000 for 
two consecutive years without spending 
that money. The Parliamentary Sec­
retary from Okitipupa on the other 

· side will bear me out that the road to 
his place was in the Estimates last year. 
But, up till now has anything been done to 
the road? He bought a car about six 
months ago and the car cannot get to his 
town. · l-Ie will always go to the people to 
say that the road will be tarred. Up till 
now, Sir, nothing has been done there 

· regarding the . tarring of the road. One . 
Member from this side of the House crossed 
tq' that side on the ground that the £200,000 
will be used in tarring the road in his area. 
But yet nothing has been done. The money 
has been in the Estimates. It was there last 

year, and it was there the year before; an'd 
it will continue to be in the Estimates. 

We are tired of this Government. 
longed laughter). ' 

(Pro-

Government Benches: 
scat. 

· Resign your 

.. Mr Omokowajo: I a!n going to be in 
this House for the next . twenty-five 
years. (Laughter). I have once said this 
in this House and · I will continue 
to hammer it until we a!l memorise it. 
It is m0re glorious to say things as they 
really are rather than to do otherwise. 
(Interruption). As I said once iii this House, 
Mr Speaker, Sir, the greatest offence one can 
commit in his life is for him to deceive him­
self. Why do you deceive yourself by 
putting the figures there when you know you 
have not got the money there? 

Mr Speaker: Will the hon. Gentleman 
address the Speaker? 

Mr Omokowajo: The hon. Minister of 
Finance said · something in' this House, 
so that I think that when we come to this 
House as Opposition Members what the 
Government require of us is to make con­
structive criticisms. 

Education.-! am very happy that the 
Minister of Education is here; perhaps 
because he is an NCNG-trained Minister 
or because he is a highly qualified person, 
I would say that the present result of the 
education system in . the Western Region 
is to his credit. (Interruption). 

Dr S. D. Onabamiro: · I am not an 
NCNC-trained Minister. I was not a 
Minister in the NCNC: 

Mr Omolwwajo: I came to collect an 
NCNC van from you in 1954. (Laughter from 
both sides of the House). He was then the 
Transport Manager. 

Chief G. E. Ekwejunor-Etchie: What 
was the number of the van? 

Mr O~okowajo: Mr Speaker, Sir, we · 
have got to give the credit of the present 
education system to the Minister of Educa­
tion. Anybody endowed with common sense 
will know that he is actually doing his job. 
What he is doing J;lOW, if it were some of you, 
some years ago, you would say that the party 
would be ruined, but he is prepared to 
face the fact not minding the consequences. 

PTimary Education .-Sir, s;metime ago, 
Sir, I met one girl after she had· passed 
Standard Six in the first grade. I said, 
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"How are you and how are things? (Laughter). 
She said in y oruba- I will interpret that­
"K' olorun sa gba ni" . (Laughter) . 

Mr Speaker: Order 2, Language Section 
22 " of · the Constitution ·provides : The 
business of the Legislative Houses of the 
Region shall be conducted in English". 

' . Mr Omokowajo: This is in English. 
"May the good Lord save us". Even she 
could not reply in English. Please· do 'riot 
give teachers their pay on paper qualifications. 
It is possible fur a Standard Six boy to be in 
the Government Service and progress until 

·he becomes, perhaps, an Assistant Secretary, 
but in the teaching profession, Sir, it is 
not like that; so that I would wish 
that the Ministry of Education makes 
people to check up from school to schooL 
No\v, even without paper qualific;ations, 
if you are doing well and your children are 
doing well, you can be upgraded from grade 
III to grade I, so that teache1·s should not 
receive their pay on paper qualifications, but' 
on merit. Just now a teacher will get to 
school and read the tuition from Rapid 
Result College or from Wolsey College; 
once he is able to P!lSS the examination 
he becomes a . grade I teacher, even if all 
the pupils failed the examination at the end 
of the year; so I would wish that teachers 
are promoted according to their work and 
not according to their paper qualifications. 

I thank the hon. the Minister of Education 
about the retrenchment and the complete 
abolition of · those supervisory appoi'ntments 
in local agencies. It is the main way by 
which the revenue of this Government is 
wasted. A supervisor on a salary of £360, 
let him come and explain how he got a build­
ing in Lagos, one in Ibadan, one in Ondo · 
province and about two or three in other 
places! A supervisor on a salary of £360! 
Now you do not have to blame the super­
visors; not when you give a supervisor a 
sum of £6,000 and tell him to go and spend 
this money! What do you expect him to do 
with it? If · I were he-(InteTruptions). 
(Shouts of "shame, shame" from Government. 
Benches). I am prepared to talk truth in this 
House, not minding an,ything. If I were he, 
Mr Speaker, Sir, the story this time will not 
be Apeteshi .. but whisky and soda: just 
drink whisky and soda and squander the 
money. (Laughter and interruptions) . . 

Mr Speaker, Si'r, when I started I referred 
to the words of the Minister of Finance. 
.What we are here for is to be able to get some 

reasonable points from the Opposition, so 
that when I talk please do not just laugh. · 
It is not reasonable. · · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, Catholic Grammar 
School, Okitipupa: it ' will be my joy if the 
Minister of Education will please, for God's 
sake, consider the Catholic Grammar School 
at Okitipupa for a grant. Normally, Sir, 
people will not enjoy you when you ask them 
to contribute every month or every quarter 
to pay teachers in the grammar schools . 
Once . we have got the grammar school 
which has been approved by the Ministry of 
Education, it is no longer an illegal school. 
It will be our joy if the Catholic. Grammar 
School at Okitipupa .is grant-aided. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I first spoke about the 
supervisors. Now in the whole · of 
Okitipupa Division, in fact, the Methodist 
Mission, the denomination to which I belong, 
there . is not a single person to .supervise tbe 
teachers, and you will see~ Sir, that many of 
these teachers, sometimes on Wednesdays, 
leave their schools and would not return to 
the school until about two or three weeks . 
What we want is to get the Mission to get the 
Managers as we have been doing, Sir, to go 
into all these schools and supervise. When I 
was a pupil teacher myself I was super:vis~d 
by a Manager. · · 

Government Bench: ·what are you 
doing now? 

Mr Omokowajo: I can teach you for 
five years. (Laughter). (Interrz~ptions). When 
you stop heckling I will talk .. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, sometime ago I learned 
that the Methodist and the Anglican Missions 
held a meeting where the Managers refused 
to supervise the schools; but they have; been 
supervising schools before this new system 
in the Western Region ! ·It is not something 
new at all. So if you will appeal to these 
Managers and ~ to · different , Missions to 
supervise the schools in the interests of our 
small children going to schools, it will be good. 
People may heckle and say that all my child­
ren are in the- well, you know (Laughter). 

Health and Social · Services.- You may 
think that because I am a Member of the 
Opposition, when we talk you say there is . 
nothing there, but in some years to come you 
will know that I am telling you sense. In 
Okitipupa Division some people are amphi7 
bians. (Laughter and interruptions). I am 
entirely on land. I think we require a 
mobile hospital in that area. I am sorry the · 
Parliamentary, Secretary from Oldtipupa is 
not ' there. When he comes he will tell you 
that. in some parts of Okitipupa Division, 
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befo;~· you get to Okitipupa hospitals it will 
take you twelve hours on canoe. So that if 
you can just get some small launches to ply 
the creeks areas, it will be to our advantage. 

· (Government Benches: !lmphibians). 

y ~s. Amphibians; pe~haps you have ne ~er 
heard that. · (Laughter)~ We need mobile 
hospitals. We require a mobile cinema for 
the creek areas and it is a pity that the people 
who are concerned have, because they are in 
the Government Bench, failed to tell you 
what they require; but whether they like it or 
not, I . am going to tell you these things. 
With the help .of the Minister of Health and 
Social Welf.:1te, we shall be given these 
mobile hospitals. 

Last year, Sir, I mentioned something in 
this House about X-ray. 1· shy X-ray is a 
means to an end but not an end in itself. 
People go to the, hospitals Sir, at Okitipupa. 
I know of that. You rieed £2 to cure 
yourself, and when you get there, the doctor 
tells you go to the X-ray technicians; the 
X-ray techn.ician will charge you £2; · after 
charging you £2 you will have no money 

· agairt for drugs. I think that the X-ray 
· photograph is a help to the doctor, but not a 

help to the patient, because they . will help 
the doctor to dingnose the disease. When 
he diagnoses the sickness he will give the drug 
(Laughter). When you stop heckling, I will 
talk. The X-ray is a means to an end not an 
end in itself, so that our people should be 
allowed, Sir, whenever they have chest . 
complaints or · .other complaints, Sir, to 
receive X-ray photographs free of charge. 

. It is then that the doctor will know what is 
wrong, and then will give the patient the 
drug; but to pay for the X -ray and then, later 

. on, you do not have money for the drug is a 
complete waste; so that it will be my joy 
·if this Government will consider that all over 
the Region X-ray should be free in all hospi,­
tals. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, X-ray technicians are 
. helping .a lot in diagnosing di.seas~s for 
· victims and I wish that when we thmk of 
improvement in salary scales of staff X-ray 

.techniCians should be considered. What I 
want to say, Sir,.is that an X-ray technician can 
ruin the life of a man at his will. If you have 
your X-ray chest photograph, he can present. 
the picture of another man and say you are 
all . right. This type of people should be 
given sufficient salaries to make them happy 
and they will give us efficient service. It 
will be my joy, Sir. 

(Government Bench: Are you a doctor?) 

I am a herbalist. (Laughter). 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I think it is the high 
time we think of employing Craftsmen in 
our hospitals to help the patients. 

Works and Transport.-! have to congratu­
late the Western Region Government; I 
am congratuhiting you because I warit 
something from you-for •the Okitipupa­
Foriku r·oad. I mean Okitipupa-Igbotako 
road, Sir. Some time ago, the .. Minister of 
Works and Transport came to Okitipupa and 
told us that there was . provision for some 
roads to be tarred from Okitipupa to Odenije, 
but when he got there and I won the election 
with honours-well, since that time we have 
heard nothing about the t-arring of the road. 
We wish to know, Sir, when the road will be 
tarred? I wish to add, Sir, that the following 
roads, this year, must-repeat must, be 
tarred. (Cheers). 

Okitipupa-Irije 
Okitipupa-Igodeniza 
Okitipupa-Ayeta 
Aye-Igbotako 

An hon. Member: We don't agree. 

Mr Omokowajo: Don't agree. When 
you come there in the next election, I will 
defeat your candidate again. Better agree 
now and ·defeat me-that is the best thing 
you can do. (Laughter): 

Mr Speaker: . Two minutes more. 

Mr Omokowajo: Local Government-
Sir, sometime ago last year, the Local 
Government staff took an examination for 
promotion but, up till now, the result is not 
yet out. I do not know what ~ill delay the 
result of the examination. So we wish the 
Minister of Local Government to explain the 
cause of the delay in the result of the examina­
tion. 

Ministry of Home Affairs.-If you see 
clearly, Si~-seeing is believing-you can 
compare the uniform of the Local Govern­
ment Police with that of the Nigeria 
Police-smart Nigeria Police. These khaki 
people are · soon tired; they feel worn-out 
and tired; so that they need good shirts 
to be tucked in. '!'hey should look smart­
not just ordinary. If you don't '·want the 
Police to be chased out, you should see to it 
that we get smart Policemen in the Region. 
When you want to tecruit men for training, 
Sir, don't recruit Standard VI for 
InspeCtorate training. You say that you are 
going to build your training school, tbecause, 
some people are your friends, I . know that 
you are going to recruit Standard VI 
Certificate holders. Vve want you to recruit 
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Class VI and General Certificate of Educa­
. tion holders, as is don~ in the Nigeria Police. 

Information Services.-Sir, It is a disgrace, 
Sir, that at ' Okitipupa the only thing you 
can find there in connection with the Ministry 
of Information is a "Barge Driver"-Barge 
driver, Sir. (Interruptions). . 

.-

Mr Speaker: .I ·am· afraid the hon. 
Gentleman's time is 4P· 

Mr Omokowajo: Mr Speaker,, Sir­
(Shouts of "Sit down, sit down" from Govern­
ment Bench). 

Mr Omokowajo: I am given a minute to 
wind up. · 

An hon. Member: Mr Speaker, Sir, .is 
that correct? 

Mr Speaker: I said the han. Gentleman's 
time is up. 

Mr Omokowajo: I still have some 
vouchers here. (Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: Order, order, The hon. 
Gentleman's time is up. 

Mr Speaker: Order, order: I think the 
han. Gentleman's vouchers do not deserve 
the attention of Members of the House . 

An hon. Member rose. 

Chief Odebiyi: ' Mr Speaker Sir, ~n point 
of Order, Sir. He should not stand up when 
another man is speaking. (Interruptions). 

Mr Ewah: But I would like to point 
out that the announcement of the austerity 
measures does not seem t.o have served a 
very usefu·l purpose in this direction. The 
Government made the announcement . of 
the austerity measures last , January and, 
strangely enough, almost immediately· the 
big fi rms who control a large portion of the · 
economy of this Region decided to· put up 
the prices. 

Mr Speaker: 'order, o,rder, I want to 
read these Standing Orders for the attention 
of Memb~rs whp would disturb while other 
Members are speaking. Order No. 29 (4) 
and (5): 

"(4) During a Sitting all Members shall 
be silent or shall confer only in undertones." 

(5) Members shall not make unseemly 
interruptions while another Member is 

Mr B. I. G. Ewah (!shan North-East): speaking." 
Mr Speaker Sir, I lise to make my contribu-
tion to the Budget debate. I congratulate I . hope we shall obey these Orders. 
the hon,. Minister of Finance for the stupen-
dous speech which he delivered on the Vvill the hon. Member continue please . . 
. 1962-63 Budget last week Wednesday. It ·- Mr Ewah: Also· the retailers of consumer 
is rich in substance, it is full in foresight, . -goods in our ordinary markets have increased 
and it surpasses any such speech in the whole the prices of the articles; the result 1s that· 
of the Federation, including the Federal everything has become so expensive that the 
Parliament. purchasing power of both legislators and the 

I am indeed very sorry for Members on the ordinary people in the streets has been 
other side of the House and few of us on considerably lowered. In other words, the 
this side of the House who certainly do not Legislators and the people. of this Region 
understand what is involved in this great who are called upon to make sacrifices appear 
Budget speech. It · is very technical and to be making the sacrifices only to enrich the. 
r~quires a lot of home work to be ~ble to pockets of •these large companies and the 
contribute intelligently to debate on the retailers of consumer goods. I would strongly ' 
speech. I myself will not pretend to under- suggest that the Regional G6vernment 
stand all that is involved in the speech, should look into this and ensure that the 
but I believe that if it is made by a Minister · austerity measures have the desired effect 
of Finance in the Action Group Government, of making the country richer and greater 
then it inustbe good. (Hear! Hear!) · 

The ·most significant feature · 'of this Mr Speaker, Sir, I also take this oppor-
year's Budget is the austerity. Every tunity to appeal to the Regional Government 
Member ·of this House will agree that a to do everything during the next financial 
certain measure of self-s:;tcriftce is required year to provide jobs for the teeming hundreds ·•, 
on the part of everyboJy in this country of our sons and daughters who are now leaving 
to put our 'nation on a sound economic basis. schools. Human beings are great economic . 

assets and if these boys and girls are allowed · 
to roam about the streets, Nigeria is wasting a 
lot of economic assets and the psychology of . 
these boys and girls is being d-amaged 

An hon. Member: Point of Information 
Sir. The hon. Member for Okitipupa IS 

going away with his Vouchers. 

.. 
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.for ever. I would make a strong appeal to 
the Government to try and solve tlus problem 
during the present financial year. The 

· Minister of Finance should please take note. 
It is common knowledge. . . . . . ' 

.Chief Odebiyi: The Minister of Labour 
will t.ake note. 

Mr Ewah: It is common knowledge that 
the Action Group Party controls the majority 
of the people in Western Nigeria; it also has 
a substantial support in the other Regions 
of the F~deration. I can say without fear 
of contradiction that the Action Group has 
the largest following in the whole Federation. 
(lfeqr, Hear). It is therefore the duty of an 
Action Group-controlled Governnient to 
fight for the welfare of the masses. I am 
v:Uing this honourable House that that has 

' . ilways been our motto. 
In this connection, I would like to suggest 

to the Government that the masses of the 
·people will not support an increase in tax or 
rates at this particular time. This proposed 
increase in tax is not supported by me and I 
have been mandated · by the people of my 
Constituency to implore this Government 
to see to it that there is no increase in tax­
not even a penny. (Cheers.from the Opposi­
tion). . I appeal to the ·han. · Minister of 
Finance to · have consideration for the 
millions of people in this Region, who cannot 
raise an., income of £30 per year, before 
increasing tax or imposing any rate on them. 
I would suggest to the Government that, in 
the interest of these millions of people who 
have no jobs at all, no rates or taxes should 

· be levied on such people at all. I am sure 
that the loss of income in thi~. regard will be 
more than made for if the present expenditure . 
as contained in the Estimates could be cut 

.. 'down, especially on the capital projects. 
· Mr Speaker, Sir, with these few remarks 
and suggestions I beg to support the Second 
Re~ding of the 1962-63 Appropriation Bill. 

Mr S. A. Akerele (Ekiti North-East I): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the 1962-63 
Appropriation Bill which was so ably and 
exhaustively analysed by the . energetic 
Minister of Finance, Chief, the han. J. A. 0. 
Odebiyi, by the Grace of God, the' Leader of 
this honourable House, on the 4th of April, 
1962. My reasons are' the follo'Ying. 

The foremost and impo.rtant point that 
· any sincere and constructive citizen of this 

country ·would note on the Budget speech· 
so ably prepared and so dexteriously delivered 
by the Western Nigeria Minister of Finance 
could be his serious and comprehensive 

treatment of how our nation could be pro->­
perous. The Minister has declared war for 
National Economic Emancipation. · "No 
Economic freedom, no political independ­
ence". He_ appealed very ,strongly, to the 
nation to invest in the future, by which he 
meant that our people shoul<;l contribute to the 
cost of the development programme' designed 
to ensure the rapid growth of the national 
income . of Nigeria by sacrificing present 
luxurious living. · 

He emphasised unequivocally that our 
.Political independence would be a farce if we 
were economically independent on any other 
country. He called on the whole nation 
to make a sacrifice to pay their taxes promptly 
and correctly. He praised the Pay As You 
Earn system. 

The Minister di1ected our attentio11 to the 
fact that about seven million pounds of the 
total capital expenditure of nearly sixteen 
million pounds is expected to be derived by 
way of grants a·r loans from both within and 
without the ,country, and that the . proposed 
capital expenditure programme for 1962-63 
can only be fulfilled to the extent that we are 
successful in obtaining external aid or raising 
loans. He again indicated that this capital · 
expenditure programme did not indicate any 
new work's which have all . been deleted or 
deferred, and that Government has only 
concentrated on continuing projects on 
which expenditure this year is inevitable. 

I have some observations' to make. Mr 
Speaker;- Sir, the state of affairs as described 
in the Bill is distressing, and I join the 
Minister in his outright condemnation of 
qeggary, as he said that the posture and 
mental attitude of a beggar with a cup in hand 
is most humiliating and unworthy of a self­
respecting nation or individual. I therefore, 
Sir, support all the austerity measures as 
promulgated in its entirety by our skilful 
Government. But Mr Speaker, Sir, it is my 

· humble suggestion that we must, at one time 
or the ·other, endeavour to cut our coat 
according to our size that it may not appear 
that we are attempting to build our castle in 
the air. Except .. extreme care is taken Sir, 
circumstances may so force themselves upon 
us, that our very honest Government may be 
compelled to become evasive, or sometimes 
forced even to be deceitful like some other 
Governments in order to explain off why 
certain projects that appear in the Budget 
can not be executed. · 

For instance Sir, year in, year out, for the 
past few years, the Regional Government has 
always budgetted an amount of money for 
Aiyede Ekiti .\Vater supply; even as far back 

. · ~ . 
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as 1959, \Vater Engineers have been visiting 
the town with the hope of installing water 
borne pipes in that town, but nothing has been 
done ever since, Sir. I asked the Minister of 
Works and Transport, on the floor of this 
House a few days ago, why the Aiyede Water 
Scheme has not been commenced·; his 
answer was "only the actual construction of 
the Aiyede Water Scheme has not yet started; 
its planning, investigation, and designs are in 
hand". Mr Speaker, Sir, what am I to , 

- understand by this type of answer, more · 
especially now that the said Aiyede Water · · 
Scheme is completely obliterated from the 
1962-63 budget? • 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am fully aware of the 
slender purse of the Government in the face of 
the multifariously odd commitments, which 

, it has in various parts of the Regi,on. For 
· instance, it has built an hospital ·in every 

Division of the Region and a maternity in 
almost every district council area. · It has 
improved agriculture, it has established farm 
settlements in all parts of the Western 
Region. It has also .... . ... . 

Mr A. · Ajibola: Point of Information. 
The han. Member mentioned that the 
Aiyede -.Water Scheme has been excluded 
from the 1962-63 budget. The omission is 
regretted and this has already been corrected. 

Mr Akerele: I am extremely grateful 
for the explanation. I am also grateful 
for all the Government has done. 

The Government has als~ tarred many 
roads. But, like any of its urgent and unavoid­
able projects Sir, our ever understanding 
Government should please note that-' 

erection of \;Vater borne pipes at Aiyede 
to extend to !shan and Itaji; 

Oye Water• Scheme to be repaired and · 
exte!).ded to Egosi, Esheta, and Arigidi; 

erection of water borne pipe at Ire 
(biggest town in Ekiti Northern District 
Council); 

erection of ·water-borne pipe at Iddo to 
extend to Ushi, Ilogbo, and I~bole; 

erection of water-borne pipes at Osi, 
lfaki and Erin; 

must be considered inevitable; not less 
imperative also is the erection of electricity 
in all the towns I hrrve mentioned above. 
Similarly, tarring of these roads is very 
important in view of the towns they connect: 

Egosi-,Ire-Igbemo road 
Iddo-Osi-lgedc road 
Ushi- Ilogbo road 
lgbole-Ifinshin-Aye ... 
Igosi-Aiyede junction 
Iddo-Erin-Ifaki 

TOTAL 

miles 
12 
11 

1 
1 ' 
2 
7 

34 

Similarly the roads between Aiyede-Omu­
Itapaji--Iye, as well as the road from Ikole­
Itapaji and Odo Aiyedun-Ipawo-:-Okeako­
Irele, must be re-conditioned and tarred. 
The last set of towns are famous for their 
cocoa growing and ya~ cultivation, including 
other crops like tobacco, beans, cotton, etc. 

The Minister dispelled in his ' speech 
the fears of the honest citizens of this Regions , 
based on the propaganda of the detractors of 
the Action · Group Government, that · it 
adopted austerity measures because it .was 
bankrupt. The Minister hammered, as sa1d 
above, that the nation was only called upon 
to make sacrifices in order to accelerate our 
progress. The sacrifice includes a cut in the 
salaries of all earners and a rise in the cost of 
certain consumer as well as utility goods . . 
Those consumer goods, like drinkables, etc., 
which are affected can be termed luxuries, 
while utility goods like ~yres, petrol, etc.; 
which are again affected, in turn affect only 
a section of our community which can afford . 
their use. But great care must be taken by 
our Governments in the Federation ·of 
Nigeria to sec that our motor-magnates as 
well as our firms and all other traders, minor 
or major, do not take the advantage of the 
confused cries of economic stability in the 
country at ·present to entrench profiteering 
in all parts of the Federation. The Federal 
Government has taken appropriate steps on 
tlus, and we too must help in all . ways 
possible .. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr S. A. Layonu· (Ede-Ejigbo South): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I 'rise to support the Appro.; 
priation Bill for the year 1962-63. To see 
the forms in which Estimates are presented 
is a sight that gladdens the heart in that it 
represents one of tl)e ambitions of true 
nationalists in this ~egion that we have real 
Ministers and not Ministers who are nothing 
but glorified office boys. It is also very 
re-assuring to note that our ·Mini:.ters 
participated ~oth individually and collectively 
in the preparation of the Estim~tes. 

Tributes must ·be paid to the Minister of 
Finance who·has eloquently made a bold and 
straightforward statement on the financia l 
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. policy of the Government. On page 3 of his 
speech, the Minister of Finance said, "We 
have to find money to finance our Develop.:. 
ment Programme. Inevitably we cast our 
eyes across the seas and appeal for aid from 
the more developed coui1tries". May I 

:press that as much as possible \.vc should 
avoid foreign loans, and try them only as a 
last resort after we have explored all local 
possibilities. Where are our Odutolas and 
all · the rich members of our community? 
Let us launch a campaign to let them dump. 
in money into the development of their 
country. There has· not been a very strong 
campaign for raising loans in the country as 
a whole. 

On the ,sacrifice which the Government 
,has called upon the community i~ general to 
make, we all know that "a greqt aim is worthy 
of great energy". ' The· Minister of Finance 
himself has told us that the Government feels 
a sense of deep ·emotion at the awareness of 
how rr\.uch the happiness and welfare of the 
entire community depend on the nature and 
content of the Budget. The misfortune of 
one is the misfortune of all. The misfortune · 

· of under-developed areas should also be the 
misfortui1e of the Government. Those who 
want enormous development programmes 
must be pre.pared to pay "for them because 
they\vill need enormous funds. 

On . the income tax from self-employed 
· persons, the administration of which has been 

entrusted to the local authorities, I would. 
urge the Government to set an enquiry into 

· the income tax of individuals, especially in 
th~ rural areas. There are so many people 
who have thousands of pounds in the rural 
areas and, up till now, at this age of our 
independence, bury . them underground. 
There are those whose trades yield consider­
able profit margins from their turn-over with 
U.A.C., G.B.O., John Holt, C.F.A.O., etc., 
and who will not be sincere enough to 
declare accurate mcome to their area 
assessment committee. Go to the market 
and fish out ' these people; it is not necessary 
to contin~e to give them flat rate assessmel)ts. 

There, are other inconveniences now 
being experienced by , tax-payers in the 
Region. Experience shows, however, that 
local members of the assessment comrr1ittees 
restrict and infringe the rights of tax-payers. 

' There are instances where members of the 
assessment comrriittee aid and abet tax-payers, 
take tips from them and under-assess them. 
There are · instances where tax or rate de­
faulters are caught and, instead of taking 
app_ropriate actions against them, local 

members of the assessment comrr1ittee 
· demand half the tax payable by such 
defaulters and let them off. I feel, Sir, that 
the time has come when Government 
should have a proper system of tax assessment 
and collection. If that is done the revenue 
will be more than doubled. 

Another point which is of great importance 
to our farmers is cocoa. It is very il).teresting 
that Government is taking steps (a) to 
assure adequate supplies and reasonable 
prices that will be acceptable to both producer 
.and consumer countries, and (b) to promote 
the consm;nption of cocoa among the nations 
of the world. Mr Speaker, Sir, hope alone 
will not do. It will have to be reinforced by 
positive and well-calculated measures. The 
Minister has told us of the decline of our 
cocoa trade. A suggestion is very necessary; · 
as to how to remedy the situation. We 
cannot control external markets. If people 
do not need our cocoa abroad, that will be 
the end of it. We cannot drag them to the 
Court for it. It is very essential for us to 
industrialise. If we depend entirely on our 
raw rrraterials, the time may come when the 
people outside this country will not need 
them, 'and that will be the end of our external 

, trade. · 

It is very gratifying to note that a subs_tan­
tial amount of money has been put by for the 
development and expansion of technical 
education because there has never been a time 
when our education has suffered at all in the 
past. · The Region is developing along the 
right lines in technical education. 

If we can expand our production not only 
of export crops but also of local foodstuffs 
we shall be able to support and improve our 
standard of living and our social services. 
By employing our natural talents a11d exploit­
ing our natural advantages to the full, we 
shall not only further our own ends but we 
shall also play a worthy part in the develop­
ment programmes for our Region. We 
should not exist solely on agriculture and, 
for that reason, we have to industrialise. 
With all the raw materials and with sufficient 
space for other industries, with labour 
sufficient for agriculture and all other 
industries, we could pursue ~he industrialisa­
tion policy without any injury to our agricul­
tural industry. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr W. E. Aghahowa (Benin South.:;East): 
Mr Speaker1 Sir, I rise to congratul<J.te the 
Minister of Finance and Leader of the House 
for the way he presented the 1962-63 
Appropriation Bill under debate. 
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Going through the Estimates, Sir, it has 
reflected the usual discriminatory systems of 
distribution of Governmental amenities to the 
various parts of the Region. This Govern­
ment will be doing ·the greatest good to the 
happiness and orderly progress· and . to :the 
entire sati~faction of the electorates if it 
accepts,. as from now onward, to distribute 
amenities on .Divisional basis. If this is 
accepted, Divisions · which hitherto had been 
left out will have their fair shares of govern-
mental amenities. · · 

I beg to draw the attention of this hon­
ourable House to the wonderful humanita­
rian work being carried on by a team of 
Medical Specialists, both white and black 
at the ,Ossiomo Lepper Settlement. Th~ 
wonderful work carried out in this Settlement 
fo'r the eventual stamping out of leprosy 

· , from our society is second to none in Tropical 
Africa. I pray the Government to ·vote 
more money for the improvement of this 
institution. I therefore further implore the 
Government to come to the aid · of this 
institution for greater improvement, efficiency 
and progress . of both the workers .and the 
patients. No Minister has ever visited this 
Sett_lement_ to see for himself what is going on 
behm_d the clou~. On b~ilding, Sir, 
sufficient amount IS not provided for more 
buildings for the ever-increasing sick popula­
tion of Ossiomo Lepper Settlement. 

On road and bridges, it is most regrettable 
to observe that no provision is made in the 
Estimate for the bridging of River Ossiomo on 
Benin Sapoba road via lkpe. The bridging 
of this River, Sir, will be of lasting benefit 

. and will enhance the economic productions of 
the entire 46,000 people of lyekeorhiomwon 
District of :eenin Division who make use of 
the roads. 

On provision for rural water supply, I 
thank the Government for making provisions 
.for Ogan village water supply at an estimated 
cost of £10,000. It is a pity that this 
provision does not go ·far enough. The 
provisions ought to have been greater so that 
the scheme can be extended to Oloten village, 
another bigger village which is only five miles 
from Ogan. · · 

The people of Eubohighac, Ugboko, Ugo, 
Eoboesi, Orogho, Ozanisi, Abudu, Obadan, 
U gonoba, Iguolio, Okezenaka, in my Consti t ­
uency need water or rural health centres. It 
will be highly appreciated if the Government 
can draw from her surplus revenue to give 
the suffering people this humble request. 

Again, Sir, I beg to draw the attention of 
the House · to one glaring omission in the 
Estimate under debate. Why was provision 
not m ade for the building of an ideal office for · 
the Ministry of Information at Benin? T his 
office is being housed in one small room 
without chairs and tables in Benin. . This 
omis:;ion is a disgrace to the West Regional 
Government which claims to be the first in 
introducing sound broadcasting in Africa. 

.. :. If the Minister Of Justice c~n make provi­
tlons for setting up customary courts .. of all 
grades throughout the Region, provision· 
ought to have been inserted for the building 
of customary courts if he wants the customary 
courts to be of a lasting structure in Western 
Nigeria. In Akugbe District of Benin 
Division, a Grade "C" Customary Court is 
housed in an Action Group Constituency 
Secretariat at Arlubu. · This has made the' 
general public to regard the Customary 
Court in the Region as an Actiqn Group 
political organ to punish non-supporters of 
the party in power. . . 

Finally, Sir, I thank the Government for 
setting aside £16,000 fot the building of a 
Remand Home in Benin. ·· 

M r D. E. Okumagba (Warri East): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, anyol)e who has 
been studying . the finances of the West· 
Regional Government for sometime now will 
agree that the Government has been facing 
some sort of financial crisis. I think the · 
Minister of Finance cannot promise this 
House that the finances of this Government 
will improve in the very near future. ' There 
have been several indications that the financial 

· trouble is still 'existing and will continue for. 
many years. All Ministers who were 
spending sums in the Estimates for the last 
financial year must have experienced that 
they were given instructions now and again to 
stop spending on some capital expenditure ' 
and to stop employing mqre people"in various 
Ministries. That is because Government was 
finding it difficult to find money to pay 
its way. So, when the Government of this 
Region announced the austerity measures, the 
impression that people had was that it was a 
general decision of the Governments of the 
Federati0n; but there are indications which 
prove to us beyond doubt that it is be.cause 
of the special financial difficulties of the 
Government that madL~ them anrtounct:, 
dra~.tic austerity measures for people in this 
Region. The announcement was· made by 
the Premier of the . Region on the under­
standing that other Regions would follow his 

· example. The Government of this Region 
was disappointed when other Regions did 

; I 



575 1962-63 Appropriation 1 On-I APRIL, 1962 Bill- Second Reading 576 

[MR 0KUMAGBA] 

not go as far as they did, and the people in 
this Region have since realised that it was the 

. particular financial difficulty of this Govern­
ment that necessitated the announcement of 
these drastic measures. 'I do not think that 
this Government wili ever iearn. If as they 
claim, they arc trying to introduce these 
austerity measures to improve· the finances of 
the Region, one would expect that they will 
show example in every way. 

If we want money, and if everyone must be 
prepared for sacrifices, what is the necessity 
for increasing the number of Board Members 
and the number of Boards, formed by the 
·Government; increasing the number of people 

· that must earn money for doing nothing? In 
this Session, this Government has iritrod'..tced 
a Bill which made it necessary fot the forma­
tion of a Produce Inspection Board. In this 
Session, this Government introduced a Bill 
which made it necessary for increasing the 
number of Executive Members of the Housing 
Corpor!ltion Board. In this Session, this 
Government introduced a Bill which made it 
necessary to increase the number of Members 
"on the Provisional Council of Ife University 
from ten to twenty. One would ask, what 
is this Government after? 

. If you call on the people of this Region 
to be prepared for sacrifices in order to divert 
money to members of your party who will be 
membeis of these various Boards, then the 
Government is being very unfair to the people 
of this' Region. Before you get the co­
:operation ' of us on the Opposition Bench, 
we should see every indication that Govern­
:z:nent is trying to save in every direction. 

No one will be convinced that the Govern­
ment is sincere in introducing these austerity 
measures if we find that more Boards are·· 
being formed and more members ·of the 
Government Party are being appointed into 
them. 

secured. If this Government needs money 
and there are people who are owing the 
Government, what prevents the Government 
from demanding this money? If this 
Government requires about £210 million for 
development, it is only necessary that those 
who are owing the Government should be 
called upon to repay the amounts. The 
conditions for repayment are in the contracts 
or the agreements. ' 

I would like the Minister of Finance to 
explain when he would be replying to 
Members on this side concerning the amount 
of Government loan that is outstanding; 
the amount that has been repaid, and whether 
the various people who are owing are paying 
according to the terms of their agreements. 
That explanation will be necessary because, 
at · this· present time, · this Government 
needs money and if we agree that we require 
money for development, the money due to 
the · Government · must be paid, and since 
these loans are secured and the people are' 
not paying back, the security.shou]d be sold 
and the money recovered. ,. 

Before I leave this section dealing with 
the loans, I will like to' draw the attention 
of the Government and the Minister of 
Finance to some very serious problems 
developing in my constituency. I would like 

· the Minister of Finance to make it clear to 
us in this Bouse whether he, at any time, 
guaranteed any loan for the building of a 
market in the Warri Urban District Council 
area to the tune of £650,000, because an 
announcement was made after the meeting 
of the Management Committee of the Warri 
Urban District Council that a contract 
had been signed between the Management 
Committee and Gammon (Nigeria) Limited 
for the building of a modern market in Warri 
Urban District Council area. ·(Government 
Benches: Go home and enquire). The serious 
point that I am trying to put before the 
House is ' the fact that the announcement 

· that was made, made it clear that the loan 
had been guaranteed by the Government of 

There is another aspect of the Govern- this Region. (Government Benches: ·What "is 
ment's firi.ancial policy which should be wrong?) I will tell you what is wrong~ 
"criticised in this House. . I refer to the loan This Government should not in any way 
policy of this Government:· When loans try to undermine the finances of the proposed 
were given out by the Government, they were Midwest State. The understanding was 
not given out as free gifts. The loans were that the Gammon (Nigeria) Limited will 
not free gifts but, from the report which we build the market for Warri Urban District 
-get from the Audit Department of this Council at a value of £650,000. Warri 
Government and the Finance Corporation, we Urban District Council will ' pot pay any 
have found to our oWn disappointment that part of this sum. The Gammon of Nigeria 
these loans are not being repaid in accordance ' will build this market and the Council 
with the conditions that were laid down in , ·would be required to pay this loan over a 
the agreements before the Joans were given - period of many years. Another under­
out by the Government; and these loans are standing is that, should the Council fail to 

. ' 

f 

' • . 
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repay the'loan and since the guarantee is 
s igned by the Government of this Region, it 
will be a debt owned by the Government of 
Western Region. I know for certain that 
after the Midwest is created, and there is an 
outstanding loan of £650,000 which is the 
responsibility of the West Regional Govern­
ment, after distributing revenue apd liabilities 
that will be treated as a debt owed by the 
Midwest State. (Interruptions). 

School Education Scheme. I am sure that if 
there is vigilance, if there is proper supervi-
sion, it will not cost this Govei·nment up to £8 · · 1 

million to maintain the present Free Primary 
Education _ and Secondary Schools set up . 

This Government should not undermine 
the finances of the State that is about to 
be created; at least, I would like to know from 
the Minister of Fin'ance whether he guaran­
teed that loan. The annual revenue of the 
Warri Urban DistriCt Council is 1ess than 
£100,000 a year. The present market was 

·built with a loan of about £30,000, and 
the outstanding sum still to be paid is 
up fo £9,000. We will not give any mandate 
to our Minister of Finance to guarantee 
a loan for any District Council area the 
revenue of which is less than ,£100,000 
a year. Moreover, this loan is more than 
six times the total revenue of that Council 
for six years. What is the sense in guarantee­
ing that loan? How can the District Council 
be expected to pay back a loan of £650,000 
when their annual total revenue is not up to 
£100,000? · At the moment, the amount still 
owing by the Council in respect of that 
market is over £9,000. I say this, under this 
item, because we should guard the finances 
of the Western Region and if w.e find that the 
Minister of Finance has been deceived to 
undertake responsibility which he ought not 
to have undertaken, it is our duty here to ask 
him for an explanation. He should explain 
to us in this House why he guaranteed that 
loan. 

Mr Speaker, I also refer the Minister of 
Finance · to the item of expenditure on 
Education. I am very sorry that the 

in the Region. · 

I am appealing to the Government that if 
it is necessary to improve our finances, the 
running of these primary schools, the super­
vision of these . schools, should be transferred 
completely from these corrupt councils to 
the Inspectorate Division of the Ministry of 
Education. I am not saying that the position 
would improve very much if the councils 
were controlled by my O\Vll party: I am not 
prepared to mix politics with . my own 
criticism of the Ministry of Education·. I am 
satisfied that if these councils do their ·work in 
the way they should do it, if they stop 
appointing teachers when they are not 
necessary; if they stop putting one teacher to 
teach five boys and then expecting the 
Government to pay the salaries of these 
teachers' I am sure that the money spent on 
primary school education will be considerably 
reduced. 

l\1r Speaker, I know that it .is riot possible 
for this Government to learn anything.' I 
know that it is not possible for them to 
improve their fipances in the next five years. 
I know, too, that the day of reckoning will . 
come when the Midwest State will have been 
created., when the assets and liabilities will 
have been shared; . you will then find yourself 
stranded. Mr Speaker, I beg to support. 

Chief 'Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, I beg to 
move that debate on this Motion be now 
adjourned until tomorrow· when Ministers 
will reply to the criticisms which have been 
made. If there are any Members on the 
other side of the House who have not 
contributed, they will have ample opportunity 
during the-Committee of Supply. 

Minister of .Education is not nere. If this The Attorney-General and Minister of 
Government will learn, if this Government ,-Justice-'- (Chie{- S. 0. Ighodaro): - Mr 
is ready to improve our finances at an; Speaker, Sir, I beg to second. 
it will be necessary for them to look into the Question put and agreed to. 
Ministry of · Education. The Ministry of 
Education accounts , for 43 per cent of the Further Debate on the Appropriation Bill 
total expenditure of the Region and, if adjourned till tomorrow, Wednesday, 11th 
we are satisfied that there is great wastage April, 1962. 
of · revenue in connection with the Free 
Primary Education Scheme, it is up to the 
,Minister of Finance and the Cabinet to look 
'into it and see whether there is any possibility 
of saving money. It is common knowledge 
that most of the Councils in the Western 
Region are corrupt; they are so corrupt 
that they make this Government spend more 

. than . necessary in running our Primary 

ADJOURNIVIENT 
Motion made and Question proposed-:T'r:tat 

the House do how·adjourn.- (Chief J. A. 0. 
Odebiyi). .-

Question put and agreed to. 
Adjourned accordingly. at 10.45 p.m. until 

tomorrow, Wednesday, 11th April, 1962, at 
10.00 a.m. 

' I 



. ·, 

· .. 

579 Business 11TH APRIL, 1962 Motions 580 

WESTERN . HOUSE OF 
ASSEMBLY 

WEDNESDAY, 11TH APRIL, 1962 
(The House met qt 10.20 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 
. (Mr· Speaker in the Chair) 

BUSINESS MOTIONS. 
Suspension ~f Standing Order 4 (2) 
The Leader of the House and Minister 

of Finance (Chief J . . A. 0. Odebiyi): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that Standing 
Order 4· (2) be suspended this day to · allow 
the House to continue sitting after 1.00 p.m., 

· if necessary. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Premier (Mr S. s: A. Adeniya) :' I Leg to 
second. . • 

Question proposed. 
Question put and agreed to. 
Suspension of Standing Order 41 (1) 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
beg to move that Standing Order 41 (1) 
be suspended this day to enable the Minister 

· of Finance to · present the Produce Sales 
Tax (Amendment) Bill. 

Mr Adeniya: I beg to second. ·· 
Question proposed. 
Question put and agreed to. . 

PRESENTATION AND FIRST READING 
OF . A PUBLIC BILL 

By the .Minister of Finance-
Produce Sales Tax Bill.-A Bill to 

amend the Produce Sales Tax Law­
_, ·'Cap. 99; presented and read the First time; 

To be read a Second time later today. 

BILL: FIRST . READING 
The following Bill, brought from the other 

House, was presented and read the First time; 
it was ordered to be read a Second time now: 

The House of Chiefs Bill. 

Region the ·provisions 'of the Western House 
of Chiefs (Selection of Chiefs) Regulations of 
1960. This Law will contain provisions 
prescribing the qualification of chiefs to be 
selected as members of the House of Chiefs 
for the Region, the mariner of selection of 
such Chiefs, the circumstances in which 
the seat of any such Chief in the House shall 
become vacant. 

By virtue of the transitional provisions of 
the Nigeria (Constitution) Order in Council, 
1960, the Western House of Chiefs, consti­
tuted under the Regulations ·of 1960, still 
continues in existence. New members will 
have to be selected under the provisions of 
the new La:w. 

The · House of Chiefs will continue to 
consist ·of the following·classes of Members: 

(a) ex-officio members; 

(b) members having such qualification!') 
and selected in such manner as may be 
prescribed by Law; ·· 

(c) "members havin~· such qualifications 
as may be prescribed ,by Law and selected 
by the Governor acting iri accordance 
with the advice of the Premier. 

I~ class (a) no legislative provision is 
required in respect of ex-officio members. 

In class ,(b) any chief who in the opinion 
of the Governor in Council has undisputed · 
authority over the community or communities 
inhabiting the entire area of a Constituency 
may be selected by the Governor in Council 
for membership of the House · of Chiefs. 
Other members in class (b) will be selected 
in each Division . in accordance with the 
provisions of Part III of the Bill b'y electoral 
colleges formed under and in accordance 

·with thf.!. provisions of the fourth column of 
the Schedule, as may be appropriate .in each 
case, from amongst those chiefs who . are 
qualified ' for selection by virtue of being 
recognised under the law in force in this 
Region. No chief who is the president of 
a customary court will be qualified for 

THE 'HOUSE OF CHIEFS BILL selection in this manner. 

SECOND READING Me~bers of class (c) will be selecte,d from 
Order for Secona Reading read. amongst persons who are chiefs within the 
The Minister of Chieftaincy Affairs meaning of the Chiefs Law and who arc 

(Dr J. 0. Omitowoju): Mr Speaker, Sir, specially recognised by the Governor in 
. I beg to move the Second Reading of a Bill Council for the purpose. ' . 
for a Law to prescribe the qualifications of Tlie tenure of seats of 1\!Iembers, other · 
Chiefs to be selected as Members of the than ex-officio Members, of the House of 
House of Chiefs for the Region. Chiefs is dealt with in Part V of the Bill. 

In ·accordance with the Constitution of · ' A Chief will lose his seat in the House if he 
Western Nigeria, this Bill seeks to replace by· is suspended, or deposed or if h'is recognition 
a Law enacted by the Legislature of the is withdrawn. · 

I ! 
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Part VI contains provlSlons made with 
· respect to the determination of questions 

arising out of se~cction to the House· of Chiefs 
or concerning membership of the House of 
Chiefs. 

It will be possible to question an undue 
selection or return by petition to the High 
Court as in the case of elections to the House 
of Assembly as contemplated in section 16 
of the Constitution of Western Nigeria. 
The Law will not, however, apply to past 
selections, nor will it affect the tenure of 
office of the present members of the House 
of Chiefs. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I would like to correct 
an impression created in the minds of the 
public by press publications a few days ago 
that certain chiefs resigned their seats in the 
House of Chiefs. 

The true 'position ·• is that, in accordance 
with the wishes of the Obas and Chiefs 
themselves, it has been agreed that certain 
Obas should be moved to the class of ex­
officio members. Befo.re that change, these 
Obas were selected into the House of Chiefs 
in class (b) and, in order that they would not 
occupy a dual position in the House they 
had to resign from their position, so that they 
could be appointed into the new position as 
ex-officio members. Here they will not be 
subjected to any .process of election or 
selection. Membership into the ex-officio 
section is in accordance with the decision 
of the Obas and Chiefs themselves. The 
Chiefs affected are still Members of the House 
of Chiefs. 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to second. 

Question proposed. 

Mr E. 0. Imafidon (Benin Central East): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to speak on this Bill. 
In . doing so, I would like to point out some 
errors with special H~ference to the selecti.on 
of Chiefs in Benin Division. Here, under 
the Schedule to the Bill before us, it is stated 
that the · Chiefs to be selected to the House 
of Chiefs will only be selected by traditional 
members of the Benin Divisional Council. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, -the instrument establish­
ing Benin Divisional Council · provides for 
more than 1 SO Chiefs as approved by this 
Government, and on the same instrument 
only tWenty Chiefs can be elected by the 
Benin Divisional Council as traditional 
members. It follows, therefore, that the 
selection of Chiefs in the House of Chiefs can 
oruy be done by this class of Chiefs if only it is 

., 
' · 

confined to the traditional members of 
the Benin Divisional Council. It will look 
very unfair, Sir, for other recommended 
Chiefs in the Division or in Benin City 
whose approval has been given by this . 
Govenunent to be . left out during · such 
selection. I think, Sir, that the selection 
confined to only · twenty members of the· 
Benin Divisional Council will be so few and 
will be open to corruption. People can 
just go round to these members and buy them 
so that the election will not be fair and free; 
in addition to that, Sir, I realise that this 
Government has also approved provisions for 
traditional members of all other local and 
district councils .in Benin Division. They 
are Iyekeorhionmwon District Council, 
Akugbe District Council, Uhunmwunodc 
District Council, Iyekuselu District Council; 
Iyekovia District Council and Benin City 
Council. These Councils have also had 
provisions in the instruments allowirig them 
some representation . of traditional Chiefs. 

It is therefore clear under this Bill, Sir, 
that those Chiefs in the other District 
Councils will not participate in the selection 
of Chiefs to the House of Chiefs; in other 
words, they may not be selected and they 
cannot vote for those to he selected. I feel, 
Sir, that this is very unfair and I am call!ng 
on the Government to reconsider this with a 
view to putting in these traditional members · 
and giving them facilities to vote and to be 
voted for . 

With these few, remarks, Sir, I beg to 
support the Bill. · 

Mr D. E. Okumagba (Warri .East): 
I do not know what this Government wants 
the House of Chiefs to do as far as legislation 
is concerned. If you analyse the Bill-

Mr Speaker: I beg your _pardon. The 
House of Chi~fs has passed thisBill and sent 
it to us. · 

Mr Okumagba: Yes, I am opposing the 
Bill, Mr Speaker. If you analyse this Bill, 
you will find that all Members . of the House 

~ :,: ; j 

of Chiefs. are to be appointed by the Premier 
and his Ca~inet; th~t is what it is in the final 
analysis. Here we have three classes of 
chiefs : the ex-officio Members of the House . 
of- chiefs to be selected by the Obas 
with the approval of ·the Governor in 
Council; then the third class of chiefs, that is, 
those in class "C" who are to be selected .by 
the Governor in .Council on the advice of 
the Premier. There again; there is no 
reference to the wishes of the people, the 
people over whom the.sc chiefs' act as natural ' 
rulers. Then you come to the second class ~ 
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of chiefs, that is, Class "B". They are to be 
elected in electoral colleges, the membership 
of which is open only to traditional members 
who are themselves appointed by these first" 
class chiefs. Well, there is no reference 
whatsoever to the people. Then come four 
members of the House of Chiefs who are to 
be appointed by the Gov'crnor in Council. 
They are in -Class '~C", and are like people 
who have no constituencies. People who are 
nowhere in the Region and who are to be 
made members of the House of Chiefs by the 
Government go in through · that door. 
Then if you come to the second group, that 
is, those in Class "B", they are to be appointed 
by the traditional Chiefs appointed by the 
first-class Chiefs themselves . Where in the_ · 
Bill do we see any reference to the people? 
It is a very important principle in . our own 
tradition, as far as the appointment of chiefs 
i_s concerned, that there must be some 
reference to the people and their wishes 

. must be ascertained; but, all· through this 
':B'ill, you do not see any sign that any reference 
· must be made to the people at all. So we 
take the House of Chiefs as a Government 
rubber stamp; they will be there if they are 
allowed to be there by the Government and 
are removed if the Government wishes that 
they be removed. So, I do not believe that 
it is democracy to ailow such class of people 
to have any voice in the legislation of the 
Region because they will always do the wish 
of the Government. I have ,_no . confidence 
in 'this Government as far as the appointment 
of chiefs, either as Members of the House 
of Chiefs or as minor chiefs all over the 
~egion; is concerned. 

Mr Speaker: Order, order. That is 
irrelevant. We are not debating appointment 
or. deposition of chiefs. 

ought to hav.e come before this House for 
these reasons. 

This Government before bringing in this 
Bill this morning made sure that all the 
titles that are likely to be 'affected by this -Bill 
and all the names and persons concerned 
have been well prepared in readiness. Well, · 
the net result, Mr Speaker, is that this Bill 
will be passed in this Hous~: this morning, as I 
know it will, whether we like it o'r not but 
we shall certainly mak~ it clear to both 
Mr Speaker, and the House that this Bill is, 
strictly, not fair on the people of the Western 
Region in general, and chiefs and people of 
the Midwest in particular. 

One original objection is that which we 
have always' had, the one which the hon. 
Minister has just cited, namely, that whatever 
decisions are taken in respect of these chiefs, 
their qualifications, are not subject to question 
by a court of law. That is not democratic, 
Mr Speaker. If anyone feels that what he or 
she has done is in terms of the law of the land 
all over the Region, well if we ha'J'e, and I 
think we have, a fair judiciary in this Region, 
then such activities both of Government and 
of individuals ' should be subject to the 
analysis of the courts of the land. ·· 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the graduation of the 
various chiefs as set out in this Bill is a funny 
one. There is the grade of ex-officio Members 
who, like the natural rulers, when once they 
come in they cannot go out. Nor can the 
people who own them-after all, people own\ 
chiefs and chiefs own the people-,really 
have any hands if they happen to be in 
concert with them (the chiefs) if this Bill 
passes through the House. . Well, that is an 
objectionable element in any democratic law, 
becaus-e we do not want to create an impres­
sion that when Chief J. A. 0. 'Odebiyi had 
been placed in post he-(Interruptions). 

' - Government Front Bench: Why did 
Mr Okumagba: We have nothing in you mention P,im? 

this Bill to recommend it to us as Members 
of the Opposition. 

Mr .A. T. Rerri (Urhobo West I): Mr 
· Speaker, Sir, this Bill is like the last straw 
that breaks the camel's back. It is, in fact,­
the culmination of a number of actions by 
this Government in respect of selection of 
chiefs to the Western House of Chiefs. 
Not long ago, various appointments of titles, 
and of persons holding such titles, were 

,· published by this· Government. The publi­
cation of these titles and these names · really 
ought to have come before this Bill; that is, 
if Government wanted to play fair with the 
people whom these chiefs are ' going to work 
for, those publications or those regulations 

Mr Rerri: Because he IS D].Y best 
friend in this House. I would not want 
Chief"Odebiyi to sit tight ~ike some of you 
Ministers who sit tight in your posts. Mr 
Speaker, what I am trying to say is this. 
(Interruptions). 

Government Benches: As the Oba of 
Benin sits tigh~_ ? 

Mr Rerri: You know why he sits tight? 
l 

Government Benches: Tradition! 

Mr Rerri: You think we have none? 
(Interruptions). 

Some bon. Members: Where is it? 
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Mr Rerri: M r Speaker, the important chief of a community (like the Oba of Benin) 
point is · that this Law as it stan<:l.s is not and Mr "B" his lieutenant or somebody 
democratic and ·it offends the common men under him._ Well, there are instances in the 
of this Region by whose grace these gentlemen Gazette of the 29th of this month in which Mr 
before you are taking their seats .today. "B" has been taken over Mr "A". Perhaps 
So that if now you do anything that incurs the it 'had been apparent to tlus Government 
dissatisfaction qf .those who own you, if you that Mr "A" is not the' type that dances 
displease them, sooner or later they will to the tom tom of the Action Group. May I 
shut you out. ' · say, in fairness to the Minister of Chieftaincy 

Affairs, that if laws are made, well, not only 
should the letter of that law ·be carried out, 
but the spirit as well. Experience has 
shown the Opposition Members that the ' 
spirit of most of the laws is not being suffi­
ciently pursued by those who are competent 
to do so. 

The other point, Mr Speaker, is this, that 
in my Di.vision- (Government Benches: Where 
is that?) You ought to know where I come 
fro'm. ' 

. ; 

In my Division, I mean Urhobo Division, 
a number of artificial chiefs have been 
nominated by this Government. Now they 
are classed as · obas or natural rulers, for the 
time being, bt,1t this Government has gazetted 
some commoners and given them titles of 
Obi. Well, an Obi is the equivalent' of an 
Oba or a natural ruler. That is a big 
anomaly because you could not say that 
just because Mr "X", who, is not a chief by 
tradition or by the cultural fashion of the area, 
supports a 'particular party he should be 
made a chief overnight; and, not only that, 
but that such a person should be made a 
natural ruler. You see, I am not a prophet 
'of doom. We, Nigerians, like to respect 
our natural rulers, but when you impose a 
commoner on us as a natural ruler, the 
natural..instinct is to rebel against it. 

As I had said earlier, Mr Speaker, Sir, 
our opposition to this Bill arises from · the 
fact that it is a kind of thing in which the 
whole arrangements behind the scene had 
been finalised and we are merely being asked 
to pass an apparently innocent Bill which 
sentences Oppos~tion chiefs. · • · 7 • 

. As I was saying about Urhobo Division, 
these commoner/ chiefs, chiefs made by the 
Action Group Gove'rnment, are creating a 
headache i11 certain circles at home. 

Now, another asp;ct of these artificial chiefs 
made recently through . the means-(Inter-
1·uptions). 

Mi- Speaker: Will the hon. Member, on 
point of information, tell me to which section 
he is here referring in connection with 
artificial and/or natural rulers. 

Mr Rerri: I am referring you Mr 
Speaker,. to · the qualification of name, the 
qualification of chiefs, and so on and so forth. 
I am saying that the Western Region Govern­
ment is not applying the proper qualifications. 
Their mode . of arriving at these chiefs is not 
proper. Mr Speaker, thanks . 

Mr Speaker: Alright, if I take it that way 
you are not out of order; 

Mr Rerri: Well what I am referring to is 
this, that by virtue of the qualification being 
satisfied now and in respect of the publication 
which I have just referred to, something like 
this has happened. Well, Mr "A" is the head 

I am saying this Mr Speaker, Sir, that it 
will be a kind gesture if, in applying the 
provisions of this Bill which will soon be 
passed despite our opposition to it, the 
Government makes sure that more NCNC 
Chiefs are allowed to have seats in the House 
of Chiefs. I know the hon. the Minister of 

·· Crueftaincy Affairs is an experienced man, · 
and in performing the operation of this Bill 
he will remember to be fair to all sides . 
The kind of fairness I mean, Mr Speaker; 
Sir, is the fairness in which the hon. Minister -
will enjoy not only the confidence _of his 
party supporters but also- · the confide.nce of 
the Western Region electorates as a whole. 

With these few remarks, Sir, I beg to 
support. 

The Minister of Local Government 
(Alhaji Q. ,S. Adegbenr'o): Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I wish the hon. Member for Urhobo 
West I to know that this Bill is not intended · 
to discriminate against certain chiefs in­
Urhobo Division. What happens in the 
case of Urhobo Division now may be likened 
to some areas in the Colony Province, namely, 
lkeja and Mushi11, where the people have no 
traditional rulers · because . they went there 
to settle. Government has found it difficult 
for some time past, to select traditional 
members from .Urhobo; we are in sympathy 
with them and we want them to have tradi­
tional members in the House of Chiefs -like_ 
their .counterparts 'in the Region. So, Mr 
Speaker, with the insertion of Part III I. 
think the Government has met the wishes of 
the people in Urhobo Division. · 

·' . i 
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Mr E. B. A.i-owojolu (Okitipupa South­
East): Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to support 
this Bill. In supporting it Sir, I want to 
make a few comments as it affects all tradi­
tional Chiefs in Okitipupa Division. 

In · Okitipupa Division, there are only 
eight- traditional Chiefs..- in the '- Divisional 
Council. As it is, four of these eight Chiefs 
will be selected to the House of Chiefs. It 
is very unfair to all other traditional Chiefs 
in · the various District Councils in the 
Division for having no opportunity . to 
exercise their legitimate right. I appeal to 
the Government to reconsider that part of 

. the Bill to allow all the traditional Chiefs in 
each of the District Councils to be qualified 
to vote or to be voted for. · 

The other point I like to make concerns the 
position of Abodi of !kale land. Abodi is 
the traditional ruler of Okitipupa North. 
Before the present Local Government set-up 
he was the consenting authority in !kale area. 
All other nine Olojas were under him. 
But now Sir, because he is illiterate, his right 
has been taken away by those Olojas who are 
cleverer than he. I appeal to the Govern­
inent to consider the position of Abodi and 
promote him to be ex-officio Member of 
the House of Chiefs as done to four· Ob<~.s in 
Ondo Province recently. This will prevent 
him from contesting ele~tions with other 
Olojas under him. What happened to 
Abodi had happened to Osemowe of Ondo 
before, when his junior chief, Ajobu of Obu, 
defeated him when contesting election to the 
House of Chiefs. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

Mr J. A. Ajuwon (Ibadan East Rural I): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, the question of the appoint­
ment of Chiefs -has nothing to do with the 
Opposition as far as I am concerned; it is 
the -domestic affairs of the Action Group. 
We hear:d recently that some chiefs resigned · 
their seats from the House of Chiefs: this 
may be that these chiefs are now tired with 
the Awolowo faction of the Action Group 
and now wish to join the Akintohi faction. 

· (Fire, fire.) 
· ~,- · Mr Speaker, _ Sir, I refer to Part 
_III, paragraph 10 (3) which says that 
the _ Secretary /Treasurer or other persons 
appointed under sub-section (1) of this 

. section shall give at least five days' notice to 
the traditional members of the council. 
I wish to say that the notice of five days is 
too short and I wish it to be extended to 
seven days so that the people concerned 
may have a 'chance to discuss ·things among 
themselves. 

Now, in 19 (g) it is provided that "when 
the name of every voter has been called the 
Ekctoral Officer shall count the votes 
recorded and may for that purpose adjourn 
the meeting". He should declare the result 
immediately. What guarantee can the Minis­
ter of Chieftaincy Affairs give. us that if they 
carry the e papers back they will . not be 
tampered with? The Electoral Officer should 
release the result immediately. 

I' would like to make reference to column 3 
(page C 110 of the · Bill)- "10 ...... All 
traditional members of Ibadan . Divisional 
Council". Chiefs should enjoy the confi­
dence of the people, but these traditional 
Chiefs do not enjoy the confidence of the 
lbadan people because they are nominated 
by the people who are interested in them. 
We would like this Government to give a 
chance to the public to see that the right type 
of Chiefs be elected into the House of Chiefs. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 
Mr R. 0. Areola (Ekiti South-East I): 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to · support this Bill, 
and, in supporting it, I would like to make a 
point which, if looked into now, will save some 
future troubles. This is in relation to Ekiti · 
South-East I. 

The Co-nstituency, as· it is at present 
constituted, is made up of Ikole District 
Council and is a fraction of another. The 
Ikole District Council, as it is said here, is . 
entitled to nominate seven members from 
among the traditional·· members of the 
Council -but no mentioti· is made of the 
number to be chosen from the other fraction 
of the Ikole District Coun:cil. But at present 
four members are traditional members of 
that fraction. Now, it is quite possible that 
if the ' Instrument is amended, the traditional 
membership of the Ekiti Southern District 
Council is increased, in which case it may be 
possible in future to increase the number 
which may be entitled to contest the House 
of Chiefs election. So that I would say, 
right from now, that since it is based upon 
population, the number be specifically men­
tioned to be "four", so that future amend­
ments of the Instrument will not affect the 
ratio of 7: 4. ·. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I say on authority that, 
some time past, the Ekiti Southern District 
Council sought to amend the Instrument 
establishing that Council so as to increase the 
traditional members of the Council; if this is 
pursued it will be to the detriment of the 
Ikole District Council which at present has 
seven traditional members as against four· 
traditional members of the Ekiti Southern 
District ·- Council. So, I _ will warn, Mr 
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Speaker, Sir, that the number "four" be 
specifically mentioned in this Bill. 

, Mr Speaker, Sir, I .. support. 

Mr A. Ajibola (Ibadan North-West 
Rural): Mr Speaker., Sir, I rise to support 
this Bill. 

With reference to the speech of ·the hon. 
Member, Mr Ajuwon, as I said the other day 
when he was talking about the dissolution of 
the Ibadan District Council and still fighting 
that some people should be recommended to 
come to the House of Chiefs, this is a strange 
thing to me. For one thing, I would like 
him to be reminded that we are the people 
that enjoy the confidence of Ibadan people. 
We are senior members of the old Ibadan 
District Council and we became automatically 
members of the Ibadan District Council when 
we have eight councils in Ibadan ;· that is why 
he should be perturbed about the number of 
days to be given as notice. If a day is to be 
given as notice, his people, his imaginary 
people, who are supporting him at present, 
even if one hour's IJ.Otice is given, everybody 
will be there. This ' is an attempt to cause 
confusion. .. I would not like this honourable 
House to have the impression that a person 
of Mr · Ajuwon's type is what Ibadan can 
produce, becanse he was reading his notes 
upside-down. In the House of Chiefs some 
Chiefs were said to have resigned .but 
immediately they returned to the House 
they were considered as ex-officio Members. 
Therefore, I would say that this honourable 
House should not regard what the dis­
gruntled Friend on the other side of the House 
was saying as far as Ibadan is concerned. 

' 
Whole-heartedly, I support this Bill and 

we pray that it will work to a success. ' ' 

Mr P. V. Okwesa (Aboh East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, most of my points have . been 
raised by my colleagues, but there is however 
one point I want to emphasise and that 
point is the . part to be played by' t~aditional 
members. We all know that these traditional 
members were selected by ·members of 
the Action Group . and, consequently, in 
most plaees all traditional members are 
Action Group members; so that when 
traditional members are given the right to 
select Chiefs who should be members of the 
House of Chiefs it is only natural that they 
are going to select Action Group Chiefs 
and therefore NCNC Chiefs can never 
have a chance of entering the House of Chiefs. 

Similarly, in this House of 'chiefs the . . , 
great maJonty belong to the Action Group · 
Party - and, therefore, in selecting ar,nong 
themselves . members who can be ex-officio 

members of the House of Chiefs, it is .those 
Action Group natural rulers that will become 
ex-officio members ; N CN C natural rulers 
and NCNC Chiefs have no chance of going 
to the top. I am greatly worried because I 
know . .. ..... . .... . . 

Mr. Speaker: Order, order. Will the 
hon. Meniber point out to me a case where 
NCNC have been excluded. 

Mr Okwesa: Mr Speaker, Sir, look at · 
the fourth column of the Schedule, page 107. 
I take my District as an example; Aboh East 
Constituency. Now, . traditional members 
and other Chiefs ,participating in the selec­
tion of Chiefs for membership of the House 
of Chiefs, all traditional members of the 
NdosimiE District Council, are members of 
the Action Group. In the selection of these 
traditional members the people of the District 
were never consulted but suddenly, their 
names appeared in the Western Region of 
Nigeria Gazette. How were these people · 
selected? Who gave their names to the 
Governor in Council? The Governor in 
Council has never seen them before. The 
names were submitted by the local Action 
Group leaders in N dosimili District. The 
worst of it all is that these people who were 
selected were peopl~ who were not qualified to 
be traditional members. at all. Certain 
fictitious titles were manufactured and then 
given to the people selected-titles which 
were never known in the Ndosimili District 
and which were only heard of in this House 
or which I knew only by reading the Gazette 
published here. So that, in giving traditional 
titles in that District, there are certain 
qualifications according to the tradition and 
customs of the people which had been violated 
when these traditional members · were 
appointed; and yet these traditional members 
have the right to say who should 'go to the 
House of Chiefs and who cannot, when they 
themselves are not qualified to be traditional 
members according to the custom of the 
people. · 

Mr Speaker: Unfortunately, we are not 
discussing the appointment of traditional 
members now. 

Dr Omitowoju: Mr Speaker, Sir, I will 
make a general comment on the points raised . 
by the Opp0sition Members. I would like to · 
point out that this Bill only seeks to legalise 
the Selection of Chiefs Regulations of 1960 
and is not making any new regulation or 
additions at all. 

The hon. Member for Benin Central 
raised a point on confining the selection of 
chiefs to only members of the Benin Divi-
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· sior{al <;ouncil. We have already had dis­
cussions with the chiefs and leaders of the 
area; the other District . Councils in Benin 
area will be considered when selections are 
to be .rriade; so that the selection will not be 
confined to Benin Divisional Council only. 
We have got the representations of these 
chiefs and necessary amendments will be 
made when the time comes. You should 
not worry; your fears shall be allayed. 

NQw, coming to the hon. Member for 
Warri East. Unfortunately he is not on His 
seat now. He is oppos-ing the Bill because 
he says the Premier will appoint the Obas 
and Chiefs, and so on. If he had taken time 
to go through the Bill-:-I think he is a teacher 
- and to read the Bill properly and not 
upside-down, he will not see any section 
where the prerogative of the selection of 
chiefs is placed in the hands of the Premier. 
In any community the question of ex-officio 
Members is that of the 'traditional members 
themselves, and they are not to be selected 
by the Premier. The manner of their 
selection is regularised by law and there is 
nothing controversial in it. (Applause.) The 

· hon. Member for Benin Central will like to 
see that chiefs and Obas are selected by the 
. commoners or by the entire public. I 
would like to point out that the people 
themselves have entrusted the Obas and 
Chiefs to be the custodians of the tradition 

. of the people; It will be impossible for 
them to withdraw what they have entrusted 
to the Obas and Chiefs, and this Govern­
ment knows this fully well. Since the 
introduction of the local government system 
in this Region, a lot of councillors have 
taken it in their own hands, through some 
dubious means, to influence the selection of 
Obas and Chiefs of this Region. Any 
decision in respect of the Obas and Chiefs 
shall be the concern of the Obas and Chiefs 

· themselves who are quite competent to deal 
with such matters. To say that we should 
now go back and allow the commoners to inter­
fere in such m atters will be derogatory to the 

. importance of the chieftaincy institution. 

As regards the point raised by the hon. 
Member for Urhobo West I, I would like 
to remind him that, in order to allow chiefs 
from Urhobo area to come into the House of 
Chiefs i:p. their own right, a Bill was passed 
in this . House only last January and the 
question of how Chiefs will be selected 

.. ,. from Urhobo and Asaba ar·oas had aln~ady 
been passed into 1aw. Generally, in times 
past, particularly in Central Urhobo, the 
people there had always given us the impres.-:­
sion that there were no chiefs there: but 

these chiefs are really there, and these 
commoners are only preventing the chiefs . 
from taking their place in councils; until 
they., are allowed by the Instrument of 'the 
Council, they would · not be able to · take 
their seats. But it is the policy of this 
Government to give all the chiefs in this 
Region their own power to be able to exercise 
their civil rights. No commoner should. 
deprive them of their normal rights. (Ap­
plause). The question of saying that artificial 
chiefs . have been created in Urhobo area is 
therefore definitely erroneous, and I am 
sure the hon. Member will not go to Urhobo 
and say the chiefs there are artificial.. (Inter­
ruptions). 

J will tell you this: no matter what you say 
on the floor of this House, you cannot say so 
among your own people. You cannot go 
home and say that. (Interruptions). The 
Chiefs in the House of Chiefs are quite 
happy that they are now being saved from 
the clutches of all of you. (Cheers) Read 
the Hansard. Whoever is popular is not so 
by our own doing. You go home and co­
operate. The Chiefs actually know their 
friends . The way in which you behave to 
them is so improper that they will never 
entrust their own destiny to your own hands. 
(Cheers) . 

A point has been raised. by the Member for 
Okitipupa South · about the position of the 
Abodi o~ Ikoya. Well, I will just tell him 
this, that · the question is already being 
handled by the Government and, until the 
final report is presented to Government, · I 
cannot say anything further about it. ' 

The point made by the Member for Ihadan 
on the other side-well, I will not say anything 
about it except to tell him that he has no 
understanding of the Bill. It is unfortunate 
that he has to repres'ent Ibadan. If he 
understands the Bill, he will not say most . of 
the things he said this ' morning. So I will · 
leave him alone . · · · 

To reply to the Member for Aboh Division. 
If he had been in this House when I replied 
to a point made by him over traditional 
membership in his area, he would understand . 
it better. The question of chiefs supportmg 
this side or that side is a reflection of the type 
of love you show to these chiefs in your 

. area: Surely, if you show an antagonistic 
attitude to your elders and to your chiefs, 
they will never co-operate with you. Because 
of th~ attitudtJ that Aotign Gro_up leaders 
show to these people in that area, . they 
will ever go to people who will seek 
their interest. You do not seek their 
interest. You do not give them a chance to 
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come into councils and part1c1pate well. 
You know that in times past only chiefs were · 

. controlling councils. Immediately you were 
given .some bit of chance unden the Law, 
you swept the former owners away. Do you 
think they would like you for that? Your 

, Chiefs · and Obas should · participate fully 
in the running of Local Government in this 
Region. (Cheers). You go back and try to 
co-operate with your' chiefs. 

into force of the Revised Editi~ns of both the 
Regional and the Federal Laws or as a result 
of subsequent Enactments; and of the recent 
reallocation of portfolios with particular 
reference to the exercise of various statutory 
powers by the appropriate Minister in respect 
of the Midwest Area. 

Secondly, to render more · widely app­
licable those provisions of the Law which 
at present apply only to the interpretation 
of specifically enumerated c 1 asses of . 

Mr Speaker, Sir., I beg to 
(Cheers). . . 
. Question put and agreed to. 

subsidiary legislation such as order:s, regula­
take my seat. tions and rules of court by making them 

applicable to the interpretation also of all 

Bill accordingly read a ·Second time and 
Committed to a Committee of the whole House. 

Bill immediately .considered m Committee. 
(In the Committee). 
Clauses 1 to 29 agreed to. 
Schedule agreed to. 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair). 

Bill reported without amendment, read the 
Third time and passed. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

INTERPRETATION (AMENDMENT) 
BILL-SECOND REAQING 

Order for Second Reading read. 
The Minister of Justice and Attorney­

General (Chief S. 0. Ighodaro): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I beg to move the Second 
Reading of a Bill. for a Law to amend the 
Interpretation Law (Cap. 51). It is a 
technical .Bill. · 

other instruments having the effect of law, 
e.g., legal notifications, directions, etc. 

Thirdly, to render more widely applicable 
certain provisions of the Law which at 
present ~pply only to the interpretation . of 
"Laws" by taking account of the fact that 
even after the coming into operation of the 
Revised Laws of the Region ·there are still in 
force a number of Enactments which are in 
the form of "Ordinances", e.g.·, the Slavery 
Abolition Ordinance; and fourthly, there have 
been instances in . the past where statutory 
powers have oeen .. conferred or . duties 
imposed upon some person or authority 
being expressly required by law to do the 
same by making any sort of subsidiary 
legislation to that end. Nevertheless, occa­
sions had arisen when, for reasons of 
convenience, such things had had to be done 
by the making of "orders" or "rules',' 
sometimes published in the Regional Gazette · 
and sometimes not. It is considered that 
where it would in fact be more convenient 
for a person or .authority to discharge 
statutory functions by making some form of 

There are at the present a number of subsidiary legislation or other, such person 
provisions in the Interpretation L'aw, Cap. 51, or authority should be ~nabled by law to do 
which require to be amended in order to t so. An-·actual example 1s to be found in the 
bring them up to date. Thus, it is now· cases of some of the statutory corp_orations 
necessary for amendments to be made to the ·of this Region which have powers under 
Law in order., firstly, to take account of their various Laws to grant pensions, gratui­
Constitutional changes brought about by the ties and other retirement benefits to their 
Nigeria (Constitution) Order in Council, employees without any express provision in 
1960, e.g., by deleting references to the the Laws th~t rule~ could be made f9r this' 
Colony and Protectorate of Nigeria the purpose although, 111 fact, . such rules have 
Secretary of State for the Colonies,' etc., had to ?e made as oth~rwise it would have 
,to take account of the fact that all , Federal been difficult .. to attam - any measure of 
post-Independence Enactments of Parliament uniformity in the treatment of a great many 
have been re-designated and that under the individual cases. It is now proposed to 
Designation of Ordinances Act 1961 No. 57 regularise practices such as these' by making 
of 1961, all pre-Independ~nce Fede;al Ord- . new provi~ions in sui~able terms in the 
inances have now been similarly re- InterpretatiOn Law. . 
designated; of the fact that the h6ldet of the Finally, challenges to Government legisla­
office 'of the Attorney-General of this Region tion on the ground of a1leged unconstitution­
had long ceased to be a public .officer; of ality are coming more and more into vogue. 
changes in the forms or contents of Regional Although in no instance, so far as is known, 
and Fe~rallegislation either with the coming has any such challenge to legislation of the .· 

• 
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Government of this Region been.'successful 
in the courts, nevertheless, it seems advisable, 
in· view of the experience in some other 
countries with federal constitutions-notably, 
the · Commonwealth of Australia-to make 
provision in advance whereby in the event of 
challenge to a particular provision or provi-

- sions of an enactment proving successful, the 
courts would be enabled to uphold the 
validity of the remaining provisions of the 
enactment in so far as they are within the 
legislative competence of the Regional Legis­
lature. A guide which in · this matter has 
proved very useful in the Commonwealth of 
Austtalia is to be found in section 15A of 
that country's Interpretation, Act, 1901-1950, 
which reads as follows: 

"Every Act shall be read and construed 
subject to ~he Constitution, and so as ' not 
to exceed the legislative power of the 
Commonwealth to the intent that where 
any, enactment thereof would, but for this 
section, have been. construed as being in 
excess of that power, it shall, nevertheless, 
be a valid enactment to the extent to which 
it is not in excess of that power". 

It is now proposed to insert a corresponding 
provision in the Interpretation Law. 

I beg to move, MrSpeaker, Sir. 
Chief Odebiyi: I beg to second. 
Question proposed. 

1\.Ir A. T. Rerri (Urhobo West I): Mr 
. Speaker, Sir, I have very serious objection to 

those who are howling on the other side. 

Alhaji Z. A. Opal eye: Point of order. 
Sir, Order 27 (5): .It shall be out of order · 
to use offensive and insolent language to 
Members of the House. The word 
"howling" is unparliamentary, Sir. · 

~ ' : 

· Mr Speaker: The hon. Member has not 
imputed such statement to any Member of 

· .•,the House. 

Mr Rerri: Mr Speaker, Sir, this Bill is 
not controversial, and I was just going to say 
one or two things before taking my seat, 

' because it is one of · those progressive Bills 
which the Government of the Western Region 
has really delayed a ljttle too long in bringing 
forward. 

It is very much like a Bill which we passed 
last week in respect of which Government 
failed to act within six moriths. · · But this Bill 
really ought to have come earlier than now, 
and I do not see any objection any 
nationalist would have to putting off colonial 
or sub-colonial conditions upon himself in 
the way of an objection to th.is Bill. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I have said that we have 
no objection to this Bill becau'se the Bill is a 
.progres5ive one. · 

Question put and agreed to. 
Bill accorc#ngly read, a Second time and 

committed to the Committee of the whole House. 
Bill immediately considered in Committee. 
(In the Committee). 
Clauses 1 to 32 agreed to. 
Schedule agreed to. 
(Mr Speal~·er res4-med the Chair). 

Bill reported without amendment, read the 
Third time and passed. · 

PRODUCE SALES TAX 
(AMENDMENT) .BILL 

SECOND READING 

Order for Second Reading read. 

ChiefOdebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
move the' Second Reading of a Bill for a Law . 
to amend the Produce Sales Tax Law. I 
have it in command from. His Excellency,_.the 
Governor, in accordance with section 26, 
sub-section (2) of the Constitution of Western · 
Nigeria, to convey his recommendation for 
the consideration of this Bill. 

Hon. Members are already aware that when 
I was delivering my Buc:lget Sp~ech I did 
mention that there were certain fiscal 
measures which the Regional Government 
was proposing to introduce with a view to 
making some substantial contributions to the 
Development Programme. This is one of 
such measures. 

The · Bill, Sir, is designed, among other 
things, to increase the rates of tax payable on 
produce in this Region, by substituting the 
rates shown in clause 3 for the existing rates. 
As I said before, the increases proposed are 
intended to provide the Governmc:nt with 
additional funds for the execution of its 
Development Plan. 

Finally; 'Mr. Speaker, Sir, I shol.lld li_ke to 
draw the attention of hon. Members to clause 
2 of the Blll which provides that in future 
financial resolutions to vary rates of tax 
payable under the law will not be dealt with 
by this House. This proposal has been made 
in view of section 26 (1) (c) of the Constitu- . 
tion of .. Western Nigeria which prohibits ' 
the House of Chiefs from· proceeding upon . 
any such resolution. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. 
Chief Ighodaro: I beg tb second. 
Question proposed. 

·i 
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· Mr A. E. E. Atohengbe (Benin North­
East): Mr Speaker, Sir, in rising to oppose 
the Bill, I have the following reasons. A few 
days ago the Minister of Finance and Leader 
of the House appealed to all sides of the House 
to co-operate in the call to wage a battle for 
economic freedom. He went further in his 
Budget Speech, as follows, to say that the 
produce of this Region is suffering a downward 
tref1d. With your permission, Sir, I bf1g to 
refer to page 5 of the Budget Speech: · 

·"The following figures relating to 
revenue from export duties show a most 
unwelcome trend." 

I do not want to bother the House by quoting 
relevant 'figures because we all have copies 
of it. He went further to say "In. view: of this 
apparent recession in revenue from our 
traditional . sources ........ . " I want this 
House, Sir, to think on this operative phrase 
"apparent recession in revenue from our 
traditional sources". If I may go further 
to page 9 under the head for export duties, 
tax and produce, a total revenue of roughly 
£6.1 million is expected for 1962/63, although 
.this amount is approximately £1.4 million 
less than the corresponding figuFe for the 
previous year. This revenue . head still 
retains its importance as a source of revenue 
,to Government now ranking second to the 
revenue head for statutory payments from the 
Federal Government. I would like to stress, 
Sir, that these sources of revenue which run 
second in the Region's sources of revenue 
should not ' have been brought to the floor 
of this House by the way of suspending 
Standing Orders in order to force it through. 

By~ his appeal and call to go back home to 
educate our people on their responsibilities 
towards the Government, we should have 
been given time to go back home to 'educate 
the people before telling them of the increase 
on the sales of produce tax. 

·He went further, as shown on page 6, 
to say that apart from income tax, there are 

, reports of rubber exporters who evade the 
payment of sales tax on ·produce. Illegal 
traffic in logs, it 'is learnt, goes on in the 
Region. We have also heard of importers of 
merchandise 'who, by falsification of invoices 
and other devious means, avoid the payment 
of the appropriate import duties on the goods 
they import. I think, Sir, that"a law to see 
that these anomalies which he has pointed 
out will not repeat themselves at any time 
from now would have first been brought 
before the floor of this House rather than 
increasing the duties on the sale of produce. 
We are aware, Sir, ' that the p'rice of cocoa 
overseas is going down. We are also aware, 

Sir~ that rubber is riot better th~m cocoa as 
far as that is concerned, and we went round 
the other way to tell our local dealers to" pay 
more than hitherto they ):lave been paying 
for the produce they buy and sell. 

I think, Sir, that what is necessary is, first 
of all, to introduce a law whereby the evaders 
of taxes as far as produce sales tax is concerned 
will not repeat that evasion. If that is done, 
Sir, then we will -go qack home to tell our 
people what responsibility is lying ahead for 
them, instead of ·going back homtt, to tell 
them that there is an increase on the taxes 
which they have to pay as against the down­
ward trend of prices which their produce 
is already suffering. 

.In view of this, · Sir, I beg to oppose. 

Mr E. 0. Imafidon (Benin Central East): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to oppose this Bill. 

This morning .Standing Order 41 (1) was 
suspended in order to steamroll this Bill 
through this House. (Interruptions). Now 
Mr Speaker, Sir, this Bill calls on this House 
to increase the tax on produce sales. Now 
we have all seen that we have the Cocoa 
Marketing Board in this Region and that 
everything has been done to enhance trade 

· on cocoa. Because of the Board that was 
established the prices of cocoa have been 
stabilised; but, on the contrary, there is no 
Marketing Board . for rubber, and prices of 
rubber have no stability, so that prices rise 
and fall everyday; so that buyers and sellers 
of rubber cannot rely on what they have to 
buy. As a result, thousands of rubber buyers 
run into debt. (Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker Sir, it will be very unfair to 
these people if this Government will collect 
more tax on rubber. It would have been 
better for this Government t.o establish a 
board where the selling and buying of rubber 
will be stabilised. It has been reported in 
this House that there has been evasion in · 
the payment of tax. Where will this money· 
come from? It will come from the people. 
It is one thing to force a horse to go to the 
stream, but it is impossible to force it to 
drink water. So that if Government is 
asking the people to pay more tax than 
they can afford, it means you want to kill 
the goose that is laying golden eggs. (Inter­
ruptions). 

I am opposing this Bill because Govern­
ment has been ·very unfair to rubber 
producers, buyers and sellers .. To increase tax 
on rubber and cocoa is, at this time in the' 
development of Western Region, very bad . .. 
Even cocoa prices are not stable now, and 
it is not the time for you to call upon people to 
pay more tax. When the peasant fanners 
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who are dealing in cocoa, palm produce and 
palm kernel were flourishihg, they were not 
called upon to pay more tax but, now that they 
have no more money, they are being called 
'upon to pay more tax. Even the Marketing 
Board established for cocoa is taking away· all 
their money. It is very wrong to call upon 
the farmers this time to pay more tax. 

Mr ·speaker, Sir, this Bill is very untimely. 
It is unnecessary and uncalled for. I 
oppose 1t. · 

Sitting suspended at· 11.5 0 a.m. 

Sitting resmned at 12.32 p.m. 

Chief Odebiyi: I have listened very 
attentively to the contributions of Members 
of the Opposition to the Debate on this Bill. 
Members of the . Opposition 'have told me 
and have told the floor of this House that 
they themselves support in toto the 1962-68 
Development Programme. When the White 
Paper on the Programme was being debated, 
they were given an indication of how much 
more money would be required to finance 
the Programme. They were also told how 
much of the cost of the Programme would be 
raised by way of internal and external sources. 
They were also told how much we are likely 
to get from our own resources. Despite all 
the facts which .are available to them, they 
still want to do politics ·with the, question of 
taxation. 

It is true, Sir, that the prices of producer 
crops in this country are based on 'the law of 
supply and demand. To suggest in one 
breath that the ·price of cocoa is falling in 
the world market due to n'o fault of ours and, 
at the same time, to· suggest that it is the 
Action Group Government which is respon­
sible fo'r the downward trend in the · cocoa 
trade · is not only mischievous but ill­
conceived, uninformed, and malicious. 

Opposition Benches: We. disagree. 
\Vhut was the ratG of your tax? 

Chief Odebiyi: I think, Sir, that the 
answer I can prescribe for what I consider as . 
the panacea to all our ills in this Region is this. 
(Interruptions). If the people from this side 
of the House as well as ~rom the other side 
will not ask for water supply, will not ask for 
people who will preserve law and order, will 
.not ask for electricity, will not ask for tarred 
rbads, if only every farmer, when going to his 
farm, will only look after that stretch of road 
lying within his own farm and leave the other. 

· man, who is his neighbour, to look after the 
other side or stretch of road lying within his 
own farm, there will be no trouble at all. 

As a matter of fact, if they did that there will 
be no need for ,us to impose any taxation at 
all. The hon. Member said that he will not 
allow us to do that. In other· words, both 
he and I of this side are agreed that if that 
ever happens in this Region · there would be 
darkness. · It would be inconceivable that a . 
Region which is already enjoying light, · 
education and enlightenment should go 
back into darkness, and neither I nor the 
hon. Member opposite may well wish to 
contemplate such a disgraceful thing. . ' 

B~ that as it may, Sir, I also remember 
saying, in the course of my Budget Speech, 
that all the political leaders are agreed that 

1 

there should be no politicking, to use the 
American slang which y;e call "Americana". 
There should be no "politicking" with 
taxation. Surely, Sir, th:e Region, the 
Western Region of Nigeria, enjoyed the best 
amenities throughout . the whole Federation 
apart from Lagos, and therefore people who 
want to enjoy more amenitiei3 over and above 
the rest of the country ought to be ·prepared 
t-'> pay for them. 

-Mr A. Adisa: N,ot · by way of cocoa 
tax or rubber tax. 

. Chief Odebiyi: I know, Sir. I know 
the problem of the Member opposite me, 
the Member for Ibadan South-East Rural. 
He mal{es all his fees in the law courts from 
farmers. 1 know that by doing this he will 
be receiving less than he is entitled to; 
so his interests are really .void. All he 
ought to have done, Sir, was to have said 
"Mr Speaker, Sir, I am an interested party", 
instead of saying that- (Interruptions). In 
any event, I can assure · both sides of the 
House that the money is · going into the Six­
year Development Plan. 

Mr Adisa: He must be in the committee 
to spend the money. 

Chi~f Odebiyi: Well, that is. a very good 
point. I have not yet, Sir, understood, 
within my limited knowledge of politics, 
that any other forum is chosen for the 
spending of public m,oney apart from the 
floor of the House. Me}llbers of the Opposi­
tion wiU also be here when the amount of 
money which is going to be spent will be 
appropriated; they will' have plenty of time, 
plenty of opportunity, to say yes or no. 
In any event, the majority will have. its way' 
while the minority will have its say. Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I beg to support the Bill. 
(Cheers). , 

Question put and agreed to. 
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Bill accordingly 7'ead a Second time and 
committed to a Committee of the 'Whole House. 

:Bill immediately considered in Committee. 
· (In the Committee). 
Clause 1. 

·chief Odebiyf: I beg to move that the 
words "and shall come into operation on the 
1st of April, 1962" be deleted. .. 

Amendment put and agreed to. 

Short title: 

Chief Odebiyi: I beg to move, Sir, 
. under clause 1, the marginal note against the 
Short Title should· be retained and that 
"commencement" should be deleted. 

Amendment put and agreed to. 
Clame 1, as amended, agreed to. · 
Clause 2 ag;eed to. . 
Clause3. 

Mr T. E. Igugu (Central Urhobo East): 
Mr Chairman, Sir, I beg to move an amend­
ment that Part Il of section 3, under the 
Schedule, be deleted entirely. 

In doing so, Sir, I wish to remark that 
rubber as produce in this Region is mainly 
found in the Midwest and, as we are all aware, 
the Federal Government -is trying to create 
the Midwest Region. If the Midwest Region 
is created, it will not be the wish of the 
Midwest Government to increase the sales 
tax on rubber without seeking ways and 
means of improving the overseas · price. 
Sir, · I 'think as I said before, that rubber as 
produce in this Region is mainly. found in 
the Midwest, and I think it will be proper for 
this Go~ernment to leave the question of 

' rubber sales tax increases to the future 
Government of the Midwest to deal with. 
I am sure, Sir, that if this is passed into law 
it will not operate for more than two or three 
months before that Government will be 
formed. Instead of boring this House .with 
this section of the Bill, I rise to move that this 
part of the Bill, Part II of the Schedule, 
be deleted. 

Mr P. V. Okwesa: ·. I rise to second. 
There is a saying, Mr Chairman, which 
says "Padqle your own canoe". 

Amendment proposed. 

:. Mr A.· T. Rer,ri: Mr Chairman, Sir, I 
am moving an .amendment to the Schedules, 
both I and II. In making this amendment, 
I want to say that the object of the amendment 
is not to create the impression that we do not 
want taxation, because no Government can 
live without tax . 

. · 

Mr Chairman: Will you hold on Ulftil we 
dispose of the other Gentleman's amendment. 

The Minister for Midwest· Affairs 
(Mr J, E. Otobo): As I understand it, Sir, 
the Mover of the . Motion intends that part II 
of the Schedule should be deleted, which 
means in itself that the provisions of this 
short Bill will not . apply to rubber as a 
produce. I say, Sir, to begin with, that the 
question whether enough is being done for 
rubber, whether enough is being done to 
promote the production of rubber, and 
whether enough is being done to promote the 
marketing of rubber, is a subject which I . 
think will be properly taken up at the Commit-. 
tee stage of the Estimates itself. I have no 
doubt that when that time comes, ·and the 
hon. Member remembers to raise the matter, 
an adequate answer will be given by the 
Government to the effect that quite a lot 

,has been done for rubber. 

· But if I may say this by way of passing, 
the hon. Mover of this. Motion consistently 
passes from Ughelli to Warri to Benin, and 
I am quite sure he must have been amazed . 
at the new extension services work which is 
going on in regard to the replanting of rubber: 

Mr Igugu: I have only been passing 
through Ughelli down to Warri and Sapele, 
but the exact th.ing I say is that the Govern-~ 
ment is establishing farm settlements for 
rubber all over the area. I have not seen 
any move to help the farmers, and this tax 
as it stands is meant to take something.out of 
the pockets of the poor farmers. . This is 

·exactly what I have been saying. 

Mr Otobo: The point I am making is 
that if anybody is thinking .that the present 
Government is neglecting the production or 2•' •· 

markhing of rubber, this Government is · 
certainly n~t doing that. 

I wish · to take advantage of this to 
~nnounce that there is a big scheme in regard 

. to the production of rubber in relation to the 
settlements now sited in several parts of the 
Midwest, particularly in Delta Province. 
I think, Sir, that opportunity ought to be 
taken of this short debate to remind the . 
House that the imposition of this small 
increase will in no way cripple the rubber 
industry. If Members of the other side had 
been studying the economics , of. rubber 
production, they would have fotJnq that 
the people who .are cheating the Midwest 
today are the expatriates who carry all the 
rubber, ship them through Sapele, and so on .. 

Opposition Benches: No no. What 
has the Government done? 
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Mr Otobo: This step is supposed to be of the Midwest, if and when it is created, 
one of the several steps· being initiated by the certainly that Government shall be at liberty 

' Government to· make sure that expatriates to abrogate it. ' 
do not unduly exploit rubber to the detriment 
of the people of the Midwest. It will be the height of folly and a height 

of rascality for people to ,suggest that because 
of a future Government, the present Govern­
ment ca1mot carry out its functions. Equally, 
it is understood that if at some future date, 
maybe · 1965, or 1980, the NCNC is 
lucky to take over the present Government; 
certainly such a Government or such an 
NCNC Government will be free to amend any 
laws we are passing now. In other words, 
the point I am making is that no G·overnment 
upO:n any Motion, will ,abandon its respon­
sibilities. It is not even clear that, if and when 
the Midwest Region is created-repeat, 
if and when the Midwest Region is created­
that that Government is going to be controlled 
by the NCNC. 

The other point whichi-want to make Sir, 
is this. A lot of claims seem to have been 
made in regard to the creation of the Midwest 
Region. Two points in fact were made by 

·the Mover of this Motion. The first is that. 
because the Midwest Region is gc:>ing to qe 
created, therefore nothing should be done in 
regard to any matter concerning the Midwest. 
The second point is that, in particular, 
nothing should be done about rubber. My 
answer to that is that I would not like to use 
this opportunity to go into the whole questiQn 
of the creation of the Midwest Region. 
There will be, during the course of this 

·Meeting, an appropriate time to' open a full-
scale debate. (Cheers). · 

An hon. Member: 
carpet again. 

You will re-cross the 

Mr Otobo: One thing is clear, and that 
is that when that' Motion <;>pens, everybody 
in this House, apart from being given an 
opportunity to speak on that Motion, will 
be adequately educated on the intricacies of 
the Motion and the steps already taken by the 
Federal House. . I must say this also, Sir, 
. that it appears that my colleagues on the 
other side from the .Midwest are v~ry, very 
anxious to obtain a.menities from the present 
Government. 

Opposition Bench: 
are entitled. 

But why not? We 

Mr Otobo: They are not anxious at all to 
make any sacrifice; · in other words, they do 
not say~ 1\tir Chairman, that amenities in the 
:.whole of the Midwest should be held up 
pending the creation of the Midwest State. 
Throughout this short meeting, the point 
has been consistently made that more 
amenities should be brought to the Midwest 
area, but at no time have I heard any Member 
here say that Government should withhold 
the provision of amenities to the Midwest area 
simply because there are some Motions by 
the Federal Govenunent. 

The se~ond point which I want to make 
in this regard is this. No Government ever 

· ~ -abdicates its power, and this Government 
I . ' Certainly Will nOt abdicate itS pOWerS On the 

· question that, some day, the Midwest Region 
is ·going to be created. Certainly Sir, . 
a Government does not legislate for posterity 
and if any legislation passed now is founcl 
to be unacceptable to any_ future Government 

Opposition Benches: We don't mind; 
provided we have the Midwest. 

Mr Chairman: Order, order. I listen to 
only one person at a time and that happens 
to be the Minister for Midwest Affairs. 

Mr Otobo: Therefore, . if Mr Chairman, 
from what they say, they even know that the 
future Midwest State may well be controlled 
by the Action Group, only an Action Group 
Governn;t.ent' and an Action Group policy 
shall be implemented in that Government. 

I started on, Mr Chairman, by saying that 
the question as to whether the Midwest 
Region is going to be created or not is not a 
matter immediately before us, and there will' 
be time enough to deba.te that matter when 
it does come up . . 

Secondly, I made clear the point that no 
Government is going to abdicate. its powers, 
and if the Opposition Members think they · 
have some fanciful schemes which. they 
wish 'to implement, certainly Sir, they are at 

. liberty to wait until Doomsday, when they 
do come into power, before introducing their 
scheme. (Cheers). 

Amendment negatived. 

Mr Rerri: I was going to say, the 
purpose of the amendment I am seeking 
is to make the burden of the Economic 
Mission .~e took recently less burdensome by 
this method. On the first schetlule the 
proposed increase is 100 per cent on all the 
items concerned-cocoa, palm .kernels and 
palm oit;' and in Part II-rubber-~d per 
pound. These increases are all 100 per cent. 
Well, the ' purpose of the amendment, Mr 

. Chairman, is to seek some form of relief 
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[MR RERRI] 
for those who have to bear the burden of 
taxation and of the development of this 
Region. I consider, Mr Chairman, that a . 
less hea~ rate of taxation would bring 
more relief to those who are likely to be 
affected, because certain measures agreed 
by the Government of the Federation have 
affected the transport' of cocoa. Certain 
other items connected with the cocoa trade 
have been affected in the sense that the cost 
of production is now higher. Well, the 
cost of transport is also now higher. Other 
forms of taxation have been named and more · 
and more, I understand, are to come from the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, the hon. 
Minister of Finance. Well, in view of these 
iterris I have mentioned, I consider that a 100 
per cent increase on the present grade is 
exorbitant and exGessive. 

On p~lm oil, the old rate per ton is £1. 
If this schedule ''is passed by this'House the 
effect will be double the former rate. Palm 
kernel and cocoa rise from £4 per ton to 
£8 per ton. In the case of part II, rubber 
tlie present tax is ±d and is now to be doubled 
to ~d, and if it is correct to reckon what 
tha~ comes to in· terms of a ton, it comes to 
an mcrease in tax of £4 13s 4d per ton or a 
total tax of £9 6s 8d per ton for rubber. 

I consi_?er, Mr Chairman, that in these days 
of austenty we have to battle much seriously 
so that those who are going to bear the burden 
of our Six-year Development Plan may not 
sink under the weight of taxation. There is 
no doubt that we all believe in the Plan . . . ' smce 1t 1s a National Plan, but we also 
believe that those who are going to carry 
the Plan through, or those who are going to 
subscribe continuously over the years to this 
Plan, should be protected against any 
breakdown. 

I would like to mention a particular case 
which I witnessed myself yesterday. A 
coc~a buyer .cabled Hamburg yesterday at 
Benm ~d smd he was going to accept the 
contract if a difference of !d exists between 
the · price which he quoted and the one 
which the;y requoted. Well," suppose the _ 
person accepts the contract on the under­
standing that it would be -l;d and, suddenly; 
the Government raised its tax by id; what that ' 
means in effect is that this gentleman would 
work the contract and get nothing out of it· 
so that for this, I beg, Mr Chairman, t~ 
move that the first part of the rates there be 
amended by reducing them by 50 per cent 
and· Part II by a similar percentage. 

Mr Chairman, I beg to move. 

Mr A. A dis a (Ibadan. North-East Rural) 
Mr Chairman in speaking for the amendment 
of clause 3, I have regard to the fact that it 
will amount to a wholesale abolition of rates 
on produce. That means that if the amend­
ment is accepted, there would not be any 
further rates to be paid on cocoa, palm 
kernels and _palm oil. Well, we take that.: · ' 
attitude beca_use _we think that the policy of · _. 
double taxat10n IS wrong. We believe that 
the farmers had already based whatever tax 
is demanded on the whole generality of the 
population of the Region and that it is not 
fair to charge them again with another double 
taxation. So that, . on point of principle 
the:efore, . Mr Chairman, we do disagree 
entirely With the whole philosophy of the 
Action Group. We believe that the Govern­
ment has not shown enough love for the 
farmers who form the largest proportion of 
the population of this Region. There is· a 
difference between lip serviQe .and real 
affection for the farmers. · . 

On the question. of lip service and mere 
platitud~s, I know that the Action Group 
would ~Ike .the farmers to believe that they 
are therr fnends. But as we on this side of 
the House have been able to see, the Action 
Grouf-1 Government of this Region is growina 
from strength to strength in the oppressio;_ 
and suppression of the farmers. We shall 
certainly express our great sorrow· and ·we 
fervently pray for the day when. the farmers 
of this Region shall vote out this Government. 

Secondly, Sir, vve move the amendment to 
effect a wholesale abo~ition of taxation on 
produce because we have regard to the fact 
that tpere has been a great fall in the price of 
cocoa. In fact there is austerity. · 

Mr Chairman, we .do not move abolition of 
the whole tax but a reduction by 50 per cent. 

Well, I think my pen or pencil has made a 
slip. Tue intention matters most. As far 

. as we on this side of the House are concerned 
· our love for the farmers of ·this Region i~ 

uppermost in our minds. We wish the 
farmers of this Region to take note that the. 
day we take over the Government of this ' 
Region, whether as a result of re-election or · 
as a result of forrning a caretaker Government 
or as a result of the creation of the. Midwest 
if this happens and we take over the Govern{ 
ment from the Action Group, we promise 
the farmers of this Region that we shall 
totally abolish the payment of tax on produce. 
We shall not charge even a penny. Not 
only that, Sir. We have the intention and 
we have always said that we shall re~ove 
the payment . of tax; we -shall not ask people 
to pay tax at all. '(Interruptions). 

' . 
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[M~. AmsA] -: always plays politics with tax_' At _one time, 
Now~~-.Mr " Chairman, Sir, I do not ·want Sir, when the capitation tnx (additional 

people _(m -the; other side of the House to 10s 6d) was made in 1953, the NCNC went 
forget that we have showri ways by. which out with a lot of hullabaloo suggesting to 
we can achie_ve this. J kn9w, , Sir, that at people t~aUf' they~ wlte · in power they wouid­
the Jater stage "iti the life ·of this .Government-·· n()t pay even 'tf?.e : iuno).lnt. they,, were paying­
which is fast coming to the end you will have at .all, and that ·- a~l they would pay by way 
the opportunity of consulting those of us who ofta:xation wotild; o~ · tos ' dilly'.' ' As a result of 
COl!ld teach· you how better .to 'do . your-job. this -typ~ ' bf statemeri.f" made by the NCNC ' -

leaders, certain people were misled· in Badagry' 
Now~ I believe, S{r, that .. the effect ,of the and Egbado -Division, namely, a soCiety 

_ increase in ~he ·rates of tax upon the poor known as Gbogbo-Agbaye Society as well 
farmers is to make their poor position, more as the Aiyepeju Society. I do know, Sir, tha~t 
lamentable ' and we believe ·that in so far as some NCNC lawyers made ill-gotten gains 
-ev~rybody bows there is no money in the from defending these people whom they 
Region; the~·e is austerity. · We believe that themselves have misgqided. 
the farmers really live very hard lives. I . ~ - . -. ' -. 
should like. some-of our Ministers to take the M.r _Adisa: 
opportunity, 'not otily to ~!sit cities but to go 
to the real farn1s, not to go· to the farm 
settlemet?-ts_ , which .are approxima~ing_ -. very 
closely to the _ c_onc;litions existing in cities, . 
hut to take ,the opportunity of going to the ' ­
farms, even in Ogbomosho. I arri ·quite sure 
that the· people in Ikenne are not poor 
farmers. eitl;ler. They are very, very indus­
trious, :>.nd I have occasions to pass through 
Shagamu everyday ' and I know the people 

· there are _very, very industrious. But what 
do they get for .. their. industry? . Very poor 
service on the part 'of this Government. But 
because of our traditional love for the farmers, 
we pray this Government to. withdraw this ' 
cla~se or· accept the amendment so that the 
poor -farmers iri this country should not be 
killed by the burden of taxation which ts 
becoming too much on them.. · 

Further Amendment proposed. · 

Mr Atohengbe: Mr Chairman, I move 
that in Part II, the rate of tax be reduced by 
ld per pound weight. 

Mr Chairman: There is a similar 
l\!Iotion by Mr Rerri to the same effect. If 
you like ·to speak in support, y~_ni can do so. 

Mr Atohengbe :· · I accommodate . the · 
amendment as already moved by a colleague 
on this ' side of the House. 

Chief Odebiyi: Chairman, Sir, I want 
to take the point whic:h has been made· by the 
hori. Member for · Ibadan South-East Rural. 
As far as I· know, Sir, the NCNC is in power 
in the East but I am yet to be told that, from 
the t~e of the predecessor of the present 
Premier ·of the Eastern Region, no tax was 
ever impo~ed by that Government. 

One reason why the NCNC as a party 
has always failed to gain ground in this 
Region has always been the fact that it 

Go _ahd learn lmy. 

:chief Odebiyi: · The· hon. Memb'er 'said 1 

that I should go ·and· learn law. If I want to 
do it, I -will not do it the way he did it. 
I will not walk to Cairo on foot. (Laughl"er). -

Be that as it may, Sir, all I want to do is 
to appeal to everybody here, particularly those·· 
who ·constitute· the electorate of this Region 
to find out, at least for once, whether the 
NCNC as a party ·is ·a sincere party-a party 
whose representatives will stand up and say, 
"If we are in power 'you will not pay any tax 
at all". I have never · seen anything SO· 
irresponsible as ·Saying. that a Government 
will be run on mere platitudes and that 
,people will not pay taxes at all. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, I know the reason why 
the hon. Member for Ibadan South-East 
Rural has made this statement. To start 
with, only two years ago, on the floor of this 
Ho\]se I showed evidence that the hon. 
Member himself even refused to pay what was 
due from him by way of tax. · 

Mr Adisa: I cHallenge you to repeat that 
·outside the House. -

Chief Odebiyi: The hon. Member says 
he challenges my statement. If he has any 
doubt in his mind, and if he has any strong 
witness to stand on, I can even come here , 
tomorrow morning by way of a Ministerial 
Statement to give all the facts to the Members ' 
of the House. 

Mr Adisa: I accept the challenge. I 
paid £500. 

Chief Odebiyi: The hon. Member paid 
£500 after I had expo,sed him here; for two 
years he was dodging taxes. (Interruptions). 

Mr Adisa: I forgive you. 
! .• , 
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Chief Odebiyi: Be that as it may, Sir, 4. Alhaji A. L. Adenekan 
what is really distressing to me is to hear a 5. Mr J. L. Ad en iran 
persdn as intelligent, as patriotic, as the hon. 6. Mr A. A.· Adesanya 
Member from Ibadan · South-East Rural 7. Mr M.A. Adewumi 
suggesting that a Government should be run 8. Mr J. 0. Adeyemo 
without ta.xes... 9. Chief A. 0. Adeyi 

Mr Adisa: With economy. 

Chief Odebiyi: Well the non. Member 
said that he wants the Government to be run 
on his economic theory, and his economic 
theory is "No taxation; plenty of amenities". 

Mr Adisa: I did not ·say so: I said people 
should not pay personal tax. 

Chief Odebiyi: Well, the hon. Member 
says that people should not pay personal 
income tax. Mr Chairman, Sir, with very 
great respect to you and to the Federal 

. Minister of Finance-the Federal Minister 
of Finance is drawri from the NCNC which 
is in coalition with the NPC- (Interruptions). 
Why have these people imposed personal 
income tax in the Federal Territory and also 
in the Eastern Region where the NCNC is in 
power? Why has the NCNC imposed 
personal income tax? I now understand, Sir. 
When the hon. Member is in power, he will 
impose tax Jbut when he is in Opposition 
he need not. 

Well; ·in other words, he is an amphibious 
. politician. · In any evept, Sir, the other 

people have said that we must delete every­
thing in the Schedule, whether part I or_ part I I 
of the Schedule. 

I have explained, when I was winding up 
the Debate on the Bill itself, "that all they 
need do is not to ask for amenities at all. 
The farmers or the producers who may be 
affected know their friends. Since 1952, the 
NCNC has been using the issue of taxation 
as a political strategy and they have always 

· failed. Won't they try another method this 
· time? I think, Sir, that it is wrong and 

perfidious to suggest that we should spend 
all the money we want to spend on the 
1962-68 Development Plan and, at the same 
time, not introduce fiscal measures which 
are designed to achieve that purpose. (Inter­
ruptions). 

. Mr Speaker, Sir, I oppose the amendment. 

Amendment negatived. 
Question that ,Clause 3 stand part of the 

Bill put. 
The Committee Divided: Ayes 56; Noes 17. 

AYES 
1. Alhaji D. S. Adegbenro 
2. Mr Y. Adekunle 
3. MrS. T. Adelegan' 

10. Mr N. A. Adibi 
11. Mr E. Aina 
12. Mr A. Ajibola 
13. L.A. Ajimobi 
14. MrS. A. Akerele 
1,5. MrS. 0. Akerele 
16. Mr A. 0. Akingboye 
17. ChiefS. L. Akintola 
18. Oba C. D. Akran 
19. Mr E. B. Arowojolu 
20. Mr S. B. Aruwajoye 
21. Mr B. Ashiru 
22. Mr A. Atie 
23. Mr ]'. 0. Awopeju 
24. Mr J. E. Babatola 
25. M_r A. A. Babayemi 
26. Rev. I. Edeki 
27. Mr B. G. Ewah . 
28. Chief E. A; A. Fadayiro 
29. Mr O: Fashola 
30. Mr B. 0. Fawehinmi 
31. Mr 0. 0. Gbolahan 
32. Mr M. A; !dodo 
33. Mr J. 0. Kehinde 
34. Mr N. A. B. Kotoye 
35. Mr R. A. Lana 
36. Mr K. S. Y. ·Momoh 
3 7. Chief J. A. 0. Odebiyi 
38. Mr J :-o. Odigie · 
39. Mr J. A. Odutuga · 
40. Mr Y. Ogunyele 
41. Mr E. 0. Oke 
42. Mr I. A. Olukoju 
43. Mr R. A. Olusa 
44. Dr J. 0. Omitowoju 
45. 'Mr B. E. 0. Osagie 
46. Chief J. 0. Osuntoktm 
47 . . Mr: J. E. Otobo 
48. Mr S. A. Otubanjo 
49: Mr.J. 0 . Oye 
50. Mr D. A. Popoola 
51. Mr S . 0. Sogbein 
52. Mr C. A. Williams 
53. Mr D. K. Olumofin 
54. Mr C. I. Akere 

. Tellers for the Ayes 
55. Alhaji S. A. Opaleye 
56. S. A. Layonu 

NOES 
1. Mr J. 0. Abioshun 
2. Mr A. Adisa 
3. Mr S. 0. Oyewole 
4. Mr J. A. Ajuwon 
5. Mr A. Atohengbe 
6. Mr T. E. lgugu 
7. Mr E. 0. Imafidon 
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8. Mr J. L.· Lawal 
9. Mr A. 0. Obadara 

10. Mr D. E. Okumagba 
11. Mr P. V. Okwesa 
12. Mr C. 0. Olamigoke 
13. Mr J. 0. Oniokowajo 
14. Mr A. T;·Rerri · 
fs. Mr J. A. Riemu 

Tellers for the Noes 
16. Mr W. Aghahowa 
17. Mr A. S. Somotan 

Clause 3 agreed to. 
(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair). 

. Bill rejJorted with amendments, read the 
Third time and passed. 

. Sitting suspended at 2.00 p.m. 

Sitting resumed at 8.30 p.in: 

1962-63 APPROPRIATION 
BILL-SECOND READING 

Adjourned Debate on the Question (4th 
April)-

"That the .Bill be read a Second time". 

Question again proposed. 

Rev. I. Ed~ki (Afenmai North-West II): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the 1962-63 
Appropriation Bill. But before I go into the 
main theme of my speech, I would like to 
make a preamble. 

It is a pity that many Members of the 
Opposition are not here but, whether they 
are here or not, I would like to express my 
disappointment at their performance for the 
last two days. · (Opposition Member: Why?) 
This honourable House is not a place where 
little children bandy words to no purpose. 
I agree that there should be 'humour quite 
all right, but it is not to be allowed to develop 
into wild hysteria. We are all Gentlemen 
and we are expected to behave as such. It is 
·not the duty of any Member of the House to 
say that the standard of Debate in this House 
is becoming low whereas the facility with 
which ·some Members of the Opposition 
massacre Her Majesty's language is so . 
great in this House . . (Opposition Members: 
No point). It does not raise the standard of 
Debate. 

In any case, a Member of the Opposition 
treated us to a lengthy speech .which was full 

· of illogicalities and wrong information. · I 
remember that he said' that civil servants 
were affected by the ten per cent cut in salaries. 
I think that is wrong. It appeats that the 

. Gentleman does not keep abreast of the times; 

' . 
hence he gave the House incorrect informa-
tion. Civil servants are not affected by the · 
ten per cent cut in· salaries. 

Another Member of the Opposition advised 
the Government to control entrance examina­
tion fees. This Member again is out of date, 
as entrance examin:=Jtion fees in this · Region 
are· controlled by the Government and they 
range between 3s and Ss. · In Secondary 
Grammar Schools ' and Colleges, entrance 
examination fees are never more than Ss. 

In any case, I believe that a l\!Iinister who 
does his work very well should be praised 
on the floor of this House. It is not too 
much ' to praise a Minister for doing . his 
work very well. In this connection I refer to 
the speech of the Minister of Finance. 
This speech is remarkable for its perspicuity 
and brevity, in contrast to the verbosity of 
many Finance Ministers in the Federation. 
The Minister of Finance referred to the 
co-operation between himself :md the Federal 
Government in financial affairs. I think he 
should be praised on that . score. It will be 
agreed that the Minister has done his work . 
in the best interest of this Region, and he 
should be praised for it. . 

Having made these remarks, I would like 
to point to the fact that the speech contains 
a remarkable testimony to the efficiency of the 
Treasury. The Treasury has doge its . 
work very efficiently and I think the staff of 
that Department have got to be congratulated 
for their efficiency. But I hope they will not' . 
apply any pruning-knife to the projects in •. 
my constituency wht~n it comes to the time · 
to start those projects. . . 

. The Minister made r~ference to ·austerity • 
.mea,sures. · I think that austerity has now·· 
· become a household word in the Region. ' · 
To my mind, this measure is calculated ,-tO. · 
achiev<': two· objectives. In · the first · place,< 
austerity measures are meant to demonstrate · 
our readiness to make personal sacrifices for 
the sake of the economic programme, and 
thereby ·our political ·maturity. In the·. 
second place, austerity measures are meant .to 
. reduce the burden of foreign loans and there­
by the gap between the total expenditUre 
envisaged in our own development plan arid ' 
our internal resources. It is true that the 
austerity'· measures, or the economy measures.· ·· 
of the Western Region Government, are 
·more far-reaching than those of ' any~' other 
Government in the Federation. I thirik 
our own austerity me~ures bear the 

· tive stamp of our Government mid project 
the vigorous personality of the Action GrouP, 
-(Cheers from Government Benches) 
party in power, before the whole 
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[REv. Eomn] 
Our Government is made up of men whose 
leadership is second to none in the Federation 
and who are more interested in action than 
in mere oratory, and to whom half-hearted 
measures have no meaning. Members . of 
this House are making these sacrifices with 
all" cheerfulness, and the same can be said of 

, the civil servants of the Region. Any one 
·. who tries to inc,ite them for political reasons 

is doing a disservice to this country's economy. 
'. All things per~aining to the economic well­

being of the people are above sordid politics 
and must be delicately handled by all con­
cerned so as to avoid giving the impression 
yf sabotage. 

I would now like to say something about 
some matters which affect my constituency. 
It is heartening to note that the· Government 
has made up its mind about the ultimate 
objective of the Edo College. There was 
an air of anxious suspense over the issue 
sometime ago in Benin Province in the Mid­
west. That institution is the premier institu­
tion or college in that area. 

) the time 1 

!, 

Another point I would like to make is 
the fact that some Members of the Opposition 
have always criticised the Government 
wrongly that they discriminate against the 
Midwest in matters of development projects 
I think these criticisms are very unfair, and 
very wrong, and may be disproved by this 
year's book of Estimates. Pages 168 and 177 
of this book of Estimates can be regarded as . 
Midwest pages .because most · of the projects 
there are for the Midwest and they are a sign 
that, ·· in any case, .the Government would 
develop the Midwest in the shortest time 
possible. . In view of this, I will speak for 
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myself and my constituency. · 

I have nothing but praise and gratitude 
for the West Regional Government. I only 
pray that · these development projects will 
be started as ,soon as possible. To round 
off my . speech, I would like to make some 
suggestions for the . consideration of the 
Government. 

, My first suggestion is that the Govern-
·•· ment should try to stimulate the consumption 

of cocoa products by farmers in this Region. 
We all know that very few farmers consume 
cocoa and cocoa products. If the consump­
tion is stimulated by the Government, demand 

· on the side of manufacturers -. would be 
increased and there would · be steady prices. 
I would' also suggest that cocoa processing 
factories be established in this Region as 
well ~s rubber processing factories. 

Ano'ther suggestion I would .like to m:ake 
is with regard to revenue. It is known that 
many wealthy farmers, rich merchants and 
prosperous lawyers never give tl)e Govern­
ment a correct idea about their incomes. 
I think that in the tax machinery of the 
Government every care should be taken 'that 
this dishonest practice is stopped. Another 
suggestion I would like to make is that the 
Government should try as much as p·ossible 
not to heed any agitation for wage incre:o~ses. 

Mr Speak~r, Sir, ~my Development Plari 
can be successfully prosecuted under stable 
conditions and any abnormal salary increases 
are bound to cause hitches. It is therefore 
necessary for the Government to see that 
economic conditions are stable, at this period 
so that it will be possi.ble for the Government 
to prosecute or execute these economic 
programmes to the welfare of everybody. 
I will also~suggest that, with the coliaboration 
of the other Governments of the Federr..tion, 
,it may be necessary to scrap the colonial 
salary structures which we have inherited 
from our British masters who did in this 
country ma~y things not done in theirs . 
My opinion is that sal~ries are too high in this 
country (Hear, hear). If we take the example ' 
of India, . by reducing expenditure on un­
necessary things to the minimum, I think 
some money will be available for the economic 
development o,f this country; 

With these comments, Sir:, I beg to support 
the 1962-63 Appropriation Bill. · · 

Mr J. 0. Awopeju (ljebu·Remo North}: 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the 1962-63 
Appropriation Bill. I would try as .much as 
possible to avoid treading the hackneyed 
path by repeating what others have said 
though it is said "via truta, via tuta est' ' , 
i .e., -a beaten -path is the safe path. I shall 
endeavour to deal with rriy subject in the 
sequence followed by the hon. Minisfer of 
Finance. (Interruptions). · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the term "austerity 
measures" coined by the members of ·the 
Press is not a misnomer. The tern1. 
"economy measures" leads to "austerity" 
in the administration of scarce resources to 
satisfy variuus .ends which are capable of 
alternative uses. These measures must, 
I agree with the hon. Minister of Finance, 
culminate in a state of contentedness without 
surfeiting, and sufficiency without wastage . . 

Each of us must exercise the shrewdest 
economy in managing whatever . · it m ay 
please God to endow him with as earnings . 
so that he can say with philosophic content- · 
ment and resignation like Shakespeare's 
Cor in in As you Like it:. · . , 

~:1 : 
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· "Sir, I am a true labourer: I earn that 
I eat, get that I wear, owe no man hate, 
envy no man's happiness, glad of other 
men's good, content with my harm; and 
the greatest of my pride is to see my ewes 
graze, and my lambs suck". 

But in approaching this problem we must 
adhere to the economists' admonition, viz : 
~'to pluck ·the goose with as little squeeling as 
possible" . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I humbly and respectfully 
submit the following suggestions:-

(i) less demand by electors and constit­
uents for beer and drinks from Ministers 
and legislators; 

(ii) avoidance of aso ebi and positive 
discouragement of this social nuisance and 
menace. It is wasteful and immoral. 
Some women traffic on this and some sell 
themselves in order to purchase this. 
In the long run the incidence of payment 
is on the menfolk; 

.. · The call for self-sacrifice must take (iii) eschewing as much as·· possible 
·. cognisance of the slogan- "from each accord- costly funeral obsequies, and marriage 

ing to his ability and to each according to his cerem9nies. , Some who never cared for 
nee'd". Obsversely or conversely it should . their parents when alive go to . the length 
imply that in disgorging or in the process of of slaughtering cattle and purchasing 
self-immolation each must contribute or drinks in quantum to hold valedictory 
sacrifice according to his earnin~ capacity. services for the departed souls of those for 
This leads one to ,suggest the principle of whom they never cared two hoots in 
progressive rates of contributlon. For their lifetime. In the case of marriage, 
example, ·a· 10 per cent flat - cut is socially money that could have been saved to care 
.inequitable, economically unsound, morally for ·unborn children are dissipated un..: 
indefensible and politically impolitic. Viewed reasonably; 
with· . scientific . objectivity, our guiding 
principle should l?e pivoted on the "Fiscal" (iv) absteminousness in matters of food, 
theory of taxation with a blend of the drinks, attire and sex; 
."Faculty" and the "Socialistic" theories. (v) generally, by desisting .from treading 
For instance, the fiscal theory aims at the path of profligacy, incontinence and 
securing revenue with the minimum of diss-ipation. · · 
vexation and opposition, or the art of plucking · I know, of course, that one cannot afford 
the goose with as little squeeling as possible. . to be an absolute ·Joseph like that character 
The "Faculty" theory envisages ·payment ' in Sheridans' School of Scandal. But it is 
accordmg to one's taxable dipacity, viz, "that .. imperative we lay good examples to others, 

. each individual should help the State in having regard to our own elevated position 
proportion to his ability to help himself". and always remembering that nobles5e oblige. 
The "Socialistic" theory strives to remove E t... z A ·a b ,+ L S th 
inequ~lities in the distribution of incomes of h xMer~11; t 1 f FY. way 0

J . oan.- ays e 
wealth as between the rich and the poor by on. 1111s er 0 mance-
means of taxation, the rich being asked to pay "But it . has . to be remembered th~t · 
more than -in proportion to their incomes. whatever a1d ~h1s G~vernment can obtam 

· for the executiOn of 1ts Plan must have to 
Be this as it may, this prescription is to be be repaid at some future date". 

universally administered throughout the This means ~ncumbering and committing . · 
country and not only in our OWn Region. 
The civil servants' eager desire to demon- the future generation: Therefore, Govern-
strate the new spirit of the times and to ment must be guided by two cardinal 
accept their share of. the sacrifice is heartening principles:-

. and gratifying. But a willing horse should 1. Negatively by avoiding discounting 
not be ridden to death. .They should not be the future by not investing any financial ~ 
subjected to any financial immolation to monetary aid received on articles or factors 
which their counterparts anywhere in the that would or could be immediately : · 
Federation are not subjected. If they are consumed. 
m ade to do so, and they pretend t9 so do, , 
it will be sheer dissimulation and dissemblance 2. Positively by investing such . financial ·,.·· 

aid on· guilt-edged securities or on the 
on their part arid they, especially the very establishment of industries which will be ;"'. ·· 
good and efficient ones, would not hesitate . ···; 
to make their exodus to other Regions or to profitably productive and durable so as· to 
mercantile establishments. Worse still, some benefit posterity. ·· · 
might, owing to previous commitments, be Revenue Measures.- Promotion of small 
tempted to have a proclivity to the vice of savings in the country- by introduction ·of 
corruption. God forbid this! premium bonds and savings certificates as a 

.. ,. . \ . . 
.• 



616 

ectfully 

constit­
inisters 

Jositive · 
lee and 
1m oraL 
me sell 
:! this. 
ayment 

•ossible 
arriage 
·ed for 
length 

:hasing 
. ' 4 ~ 

~ictory . 
os.~ for 
ots in 
trriage, 
tof'Care 
d ,un-

:, 

ffooci, 

<7~'ding 
:e and 

afford 
1racter 
.t it 'is 
)t.hers, 
Jsition 
obli'ge. 
ys the 

i that · 
obtain 
ave to 

litting . 
:>vem­
trdinal 

mting , 
tancial 
='actors 
:iia~e.ly 

,-:1 

!antral 
n -.the 
rilJ be 
as to 

smnll 
on of 
s as a 

617 1962- 63 Appropriation 11TH APRIL, 1962 Bill- Second Readiilg 618 

[l\1R AWOPEJU] 

means of encouraging the saving habit among 
citizens of this country is a sure way of 
indirectly raising internal loans. If properly 
handled these might rise to great magnitudes 
and dimension . . 

Treasury Coritrol.- Praise be to officers ·and 
members of the Treasury for the strict 
control exercised in the disbursement of the 
fund of the Region. It is expected that a 
stricter financial control consequent on 

· Government 'economy measures would..istill . 
be applied thus:-

1. The use of Government vehicles 
should be · strictly controlled. Strict 
surveillance and occasional surprise checks , 
on drivers of these vehicles are essential. 

2. Superfluous posts should be abolished 
after cesser of office by present holders. _ _ 

J. Superscale posts should be limited 
and made personal to present holders. 

4. Wages or salary scale in the upper 
segment of the civil .. service hierarchy 
should be pegged at present points. 

5. Certain allowances which are veritable 
n;lics and reflections of the colonial era of 
British days should be scrapped, where 
they are at, present extant. 

Employment for School Leavers.- The aim 
of the Government to provide for school 

· leavers and settle them in. fruitful careers by 
undertaking the building and equipping of 
Trade . Centres and Technical Centres is 
commendable and laudable. . An early nnple­
mentation of this will be a step · in the right 
direction. 

The establishment of Farm Settlements and 
Farm Institutes is . a palpable demonstration 
of the awareness or consciousness by our 
Government of the importance of agriculture 
in our ecoriomy . . The present ones are not 
adequate enough having regard to the size 
of the Region .. 

It is of utmost importance that land should 
be acquired at strategic points in the Region 
for · agricultural and industrial purposes. 
This would be a good investrD.ent at present 
as the tendency of the value of land is to be 
on the upward trend. · · 

· . We should anticipate private enterprises 
in this wise, otherwise it would mean paying 
higher prices for lands already occupied by 
private bodies. 

l .. nnd Rhould be acquired immediately for 
rubber plantations to feed tyrc factories to be 
established in the Region. 

Roads and Water Supply.-Thanks to the 
Government for the network of roads and 
water supply extended in several towns. 
This is gratifying and welcome. 

In my constituency we want a link road · 
from I peru to Shagamu- Abeokuta ·road. 
This will provide . outlet for the immense 
agricultural produce for which' that area is 
prolific. 

Taxation.- Rise of personal income tax as 
source of revenue to Government is hearten ­
ing. Government should · not relax its 
vigilance on tax · evaders. Professionals 
should be subjected to strict scrutiny. I 
venture to suggest that no professional should 
be allowed to pay less than £50 per annum as· 
income tax. Some do not even pay a mite 
whilst civil servants and Mercantile Houses 
employees whq earn far less are obliged to pay. 
as they cm;mot evade taxation. 

In order to raise revenue I suggest the 
imposition of the following taxes:-

1. Property tax- but not such as would 
discourage or kill . initiative or the urge 
to save or the acquisitive instinct. It 
should be light. · · 

2. Harder and greater taxes on ba~helors. 
3. Tax on windfall, e.g., winnings in 

pools or lottery- 1 0 per cent- and legacies. 
4. Heavy fines on criminals instead of 

imprisonment . in cases of misdemean ours 
and first offenders in cases of felonies. 
Only recidivists should be sent to goal. 

-, Economy· and Sacrifice.-The liberal use o{ 
tqe pruning-knife, on, and the subjection to 
rigorous and searching scrutiny of the advance 
proposals subfr?.itted by Ministries with 
regard to their Recurrent Expenditure are 
concrete proofs and a practical demonstration 
by the Government to give the cue to all of 
its efforts to practicalise its theme of economy 
and sacrifice. 

It is to be . hoped that such economy will . 
not culmina'te in deterioration or diminution 
of services being rendered to the Reg"ion. 

Education.- The Vote~ on Education · is 
generous and ample. The munificence of the 
Government on this item should not be 
misconstrued. . It is the people's money · 
that is being given out by way of grants-in ­
aid to schhols. 

The rapacious propensities of. some school 
proprietors should be curbed. A lot ofthese­
propr'ietors thrive at the expense < of 'the 
Government and to the detriment of their 
pupils: , 

-Gro'Wth of Industries.- It is reassuring to 
learn from the hon. Minister of Finance that 
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Gover~m~nt has just begun to plume its 
· wings for flight into tht industrial and econo­
mic heights and that his Government has, in 
the same connection, shown commendable 
zeal and foresight in its plans to foster and 
. promote the growth of industries. He -

· further admitted there was still a long way to 
go anc;l warned that development projects 
cost money. I pray that Government may 
be able to fly and soar to heights like magic­
sandalled Perseus who, after killing Medusa 

: the Gorgon, was chased by those petrifying 
monsters and who, when possessed by fear 
. of being overtaken by the gorgons, appealed 
· to his magic sandals in this vein:-

, "Bear me well now, oh brave sandals, 
for the hounds of death are at my heels" . . 

So may our Government land int o the haven 
of bliss, success .and prosperity in its flight 
after passing through the shoals and quick- . 
sands an·d cross-currents of the throes of 
economic armageddon confronting it. 

\ . 
!~stances of industries to be promoted or 

riow even overdue to be prcmoted are cocoa 
and fruits. My -suggestions are as follows: 

(i) Our cocoa could be processed locally 
· · into cocoa beverage, chocolates, and the 

like. A "drink cocoa campaign" could be 
launched to popularise this drink. It may 
be taken hot or cold~ thus avoiding beer. 
It is even better than· tea which contains 
tarm.in, and coffee which contains caffeine ... 

· Cocoa is · said to contain theobromime 
which is not as dangerous as .. tannin or 

· caffeine. This will surely ease any glut 
in the market for our cocoa overseas. 
· (ii) . Our fruits, e.g., pawpaw, pine-apple, 

mango, oranges, grapes, and other citrus 
group of fruits should be canned and advert­
ised for local consumption or export. 

(iii) Cotton growing, spinning and 
weaving should be encouraged. Locally 
woven clothes should be improved and 
patronised. 

. (iv) Locally made furniture should be 
. preferable to imported ones. 

Foreign Aid._:_ The hon. Minister of 
Finance rightly warned: ' 'There can be no 
true independence as · long as we are sub­
servient ,to other nations". This is perfectly 
true. Independence with economic sub-

A politic approach to the receipt of foreign 
aid is essential. Such aid may take invisible 
forms, e.g., scholarship in technical education, 
establishment of factories or industries by 
the aiding countries, and so on and so forth. 
Let me warn. Vie want aid without 'strings 
attached to it . 

Corporation and Local Government Cozm­
cils.-It is the view of the hon. Minister of · 
Finance that Government agencies, · no less 
than Government itself, should learn to 
explore more sources than one for their 
finance and to relate their programmes to 
ascertainable resot1rces within their means . 
It was earlier :;uggested that the . new spirit 
of the times should be instilled 'into these 
corporations and Local Government Coun­
cils. They must imbibe this new spirit, 
otherwise if must be said of them '~Hew it 
down, why cumbereth it the ground". 

It is Sir, W. Ivor Jennings who writes in 
his book "The Queen's Government". 

"When the stage engages in trade ·or 
industry it has to use the methods of trade 
or industry, not the methods of the Civil 
Service. The civil servants' concern lS 

with policy ......... " · 

The way some of our c9rporations are run 
is not the way of the businessmen. Nepotism 
grows rife. Abnormal ~crements are 
awarded. Rogues are protected and shielded. 
The interest of the Goverrunent ranks 
second in the relative scale of valuation of 
those managing some of the~ corporations. 
It is high 'time a high-powered commission 
of enquiry was instituted to investigate the 
management, staffing, remuneration, condi- · 
tions of service, and labour conditions, etc., · 
in all our . corporations. The . prudence. 
exercised in some are certainly not that of the 
businessmen, business acumen has been ' 
sacrificed on the altar of favouritism. 

. servience is not only autonomy with a 
difference but a contradiction in te1ms. We · 
can' ill afford to be a nation of beggars and 
mendicants. The Clarion call of our battle 
for economic freed.om should be "hard work, 
self-abnegation and abstemiousness in all 
our disbursements". 

I visited the Arab Motors Limited, Ebute­
l\1etta, the" property of this Government 
during the sitting of this House. I was 
pleased to hear the Chief . Engineer, Mr 
Folami, speaking in Yoruba on the telephone 
to somebody in these words: "Ise wa ni, 
hi 'ise ise Arab mo", meaning, "It is our own 
work, it is no longer that of Arabs Brothers 
again". I was inquisitive to subject this 
Chief Engineer to some examination which 
revealed that in March the earning of that 
firm was over £6,000 or, to be exact, £6,007 
6s 8d as against £3,968 13s 2d in February, 
1962 when his predecessor, a European, was 
in charge. This Mrican Engineer was 
certainly using the methods of a businessman. 
He takes in any make of car for · service in 
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our Ebute-Metta Workshop. My appeal to 
others in similar circumstance is "Go and 
do thou likewise". 

I went to the stores and met the Stores 
Controller, one Chief Odusina, who also 
impressed me like an honest businessman 
and of whom some men will say, like of 
William I of England. "A stern manhe was 
that men stood in awe of him". He also is 
feared by rogues as the retired Lord Chief 
Justice of England, Lord Goddard, was 
feared by rogues and criminals. The spirit 
of these two· men should be inculcated iri 
others serving ' in our various corporations. 
But;· and this is a big but, the Local Govern­
ment Authorities should be wary in the way 
they eke out funds for their Councils. The 
incident; like that of John Hampden in the 
reign of James I of England, should find 1no 
place here. The geese must be plucl~ed 
with as· little squealing as possible; with 
apologies ' to the public finance economists. 
The running costs of our corporations 
must be drastically reduced to the barest 
mtmmum. In answer to the appeal by the 
hon. Minister of Finance in his call "to arm 
for the battle of economic freedom" we 
echo in response like the peasants of the 
French Revolution "To arms, citizens", 
adding also to this the battle cry raised by 
the hon. Minister, "No economic freedom, 
no political independence". 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

The Regional Minister in the Ministry 
of Ed'ucation (Mr J. ·o. Oye): Several 
Opposition Members have levelled criticisms 
against the Government education policy. 
Before answering i1;1 detail to these, I should 
like to place on record, once again, this 
Government's appreciation of the great 
contributions which many voluntary agencies 
have made to the foundation of education 
in this country. Since the regionalisation 
of education in 1952 \ve in this Region have 
valued the co-operation ~nd understand-ing 
which we have alwavs received from the 

.. voluntary agencies and. the whole-:-hearted way 
in which they have played an important part 
in the development of our education pro­
gramme. The Minister had cause to address 
the synod of one of the large christian missions 
recently and I also had pleasure of addressing 
an.other syno.d meeting. At each of these 
meetings tributes were paid to the contribu­
tions being made by all voluntary agencies, 
Christian and Moslem, to the development 
of our programme. 

The Member for Asaba South has made 
reference to the remuneration of teachers 

and has alleged that many teachers are being 
' lost to the service. He has also pleaded for 
the Nigerianisation of the staff in all schools. 
It is not true to ·say that there are no national 
scales of salaries for teachers. This Govem-. 
ment took the initiative in ensuring that . 
throughout the Federation a single set of 
national scales should be in use in all non­
government institutions and this has been 
achic;ved in the last two years at the National 
Council on Establishments. It is a fact that 
we still employ many ex:patriate teachers but 
this is due only to the fact that there are not 
enough Nigerian graduates available. · Our 
policy is that as soon as Nigerian graduates 
and other qualified teachers are available 
in sufficient quantity no new expatriates 
would be employed in schools. It is as part 
of our programme to train Nigerians · for 
all our services, including schools, that the 
Government has gone forward with its plan 
to build a new University at Ife .' 

The Member for Asaba South-West has 
stated that there. is only one secondary 
grammar school in Ika District and that 
this one is the Ika Grammar School at Agbor. 
It seems that the hon .. Member is not familiar 
with educational institutions in Ilm. There 
are nine , secondary- grammar schools in 
Asaba Division and, of these, three are in 
Agbor, including Ika Grammar School. 
The six others are distribute'd as follows: 

2 in Asaba; 
1 in Onitsha Ugbo; 
2 in Ubulu Ulm; 
1 in Isele-Uku. 

It. is therefore not correct to say that the Ik(l 
District of Asaba Division is not adequately 
supplied with grammar schools. · 

The Member for ·Okitipupa Nortfi'.;East 
has alleged that there is inadequate provision 
of secondary modern schools in Okitipupa 
Division, and has given the 'number of such 
institutions as eight. My record shows that 
there are seventeen secondary modern 
schools in that Division, and the number of 
school leavers in 1961 was about 4,000; 
It seems, therefore, that the existing .schools . 
arc adequate for the needs of the Division. 

Both the Members for Ife Town South and · 
for Okitipupa North-East have criticised our 
Universal Primary ·Education Scheme as 
wasteful and a failure and have stated that ' 
there are · pupils .who go thr~ugh six years 
without being. able to read properly. The 
attention of hon. Members could be drawn 
to the difference between Universal Primary 
Education and education under colonial rule. 
The Education Law places an obligation on 
the Minister to· provide primary school 
education for every child of school ag.e. 
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Members are aware that children have 
var ying ability : some are very bright, some 
are average, and some are so poor roenta11y 
that thev could not even be educated. ln 
otb er cOuntries where· medical services are 
fully developed, it is possible to sort out 
those children who are uneducable and send 
them to medical institutions, but all other 
children in this Region including the "educa­
tional sub-normal" have to be educated in the 
ordinary primary schools. It follows there­
fore; that the fact that one or two children 
complete six years of primary ' education 

. without being able to read is ·not peculiar to 
only this country; it is a part of universal 
primary education · in all countries. What 
,is important and what our Ministry tries 
to do is to ,ensure that the average star:l.dard 
is high and that bright chil~ren are given the 
opportunity to develop themselves. Univer­
sal primary education is not meant to be an 
economic proposition yielding value in terms 
of pounds, shillings and pence. It is a social 
service which is designed to ·place at the 
disposal of all our children the facilities for 

·full development. Under our universal 
' primary education scheme, every child in this 

Region can develop its full potential ability. 
He can go through our free primary schools, 
and by our generous supply of scholarships 
proceed to secondary schools and even to the 
University whether or not his parents can 
afford · fees. We believe that the system 

· under colonial rule in which only the rich 
can receive education is bad and is not fit 
for an independent country like our own. 

As far as employment of school leavers is 
conce.r:ned, my · hon. Friend, the Minister of 
Labour, has already given an answer. ;rhis 
'Government is doing everything it can to 
· pro\ride employment .and training for school 
leavers by the establishment of industry 
and the ·development of technical education. 
· Some Members have stated that our 
ed~cation is academic in content. It is 
true that we inherited from our colonial 
past a system of education that was academic 
in content. Since this- Government came 
to power, everything has been done in order 
to diversify the system. We have built the 
secondary modem schools w.hich we hope 

. will provide pre-vocational opportunity for 
boys and 'girls and thus ensure greater 
employment opportunities; we have provided 
sciel)ce laboratories for our grammar schools 
and we are now proceeding with a tremendous 
development of technical ~ducation. 

When regionalisation came in 1952 this 
· Region was. the only one without a single 
T echnical ~allege; we had · only a single 

Trade Centre and that was the Trade Centre 
at Sapele . .. Today, not only do we have a 
Technical College but we are 'p roposing to 
build a second one at Auchi. \ Ve have three 
Trade Centres in full activity and two are 
ready to start later this year. N o other 
Region in the whole of the F ederation has 
got as many facilities for technical education 
as we have now, ·in spite of the fact that 
the other Regions were ahead of us in 1959 
when we took over from the colonial Govern­
ment. This Government is not only conver- . 
sant with the problems facing a former 
colonial territory trying to emerge into 
economic independence, but the Government 
is doing everything possible to . ensure as 

· q~ick and easy a transition as possible. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is true to say that a 
large slice of our' resources is devoted to 
education at all levels, but it is inevitable 
to our development. The p0sition is no 
much better in the Eastern Region where the 
Government of that Region is still obliged 
to impose stiff fees in the upper classes of the 
primary · schools. Last year, the Eastern 
Regional Government spent 45 per cerit of 
their total budget on educationf and it i~ on 
record that the quality of secondary education 
is higher in this Region than anywhere ·else 
in the Federation. ' 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I should like to warn han. 
Members that the cost of education . will 
continue to rise in absolute terms within the 
next few years be,cause, as Harbison empha­
sised modern dams, power stations, textile 
factories or steel mills can be constructed 
within the next few years but it takes between 
ten to fifteen years to develop the Managers, 
the Administrators and the Engineers to 
operate them. A lot of . money will be 
required to produce these people. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, a Member has sugg~sted 
that the Local Councils and Local Education 
Authorities should be abolished, alleging that 
they are responsible for the rise in the 
expenditure - on primary education. I am 
unable to subscribe to this view. ·In all 
civilised and democratic countries Local 
Authorities · have responsibility towards the 
education of children in their areas and under 
our Law we. have placed such responsibility 
on them in'cluding financial . responsibility 
for part of the cost on Primary Educatiort. 
Local Authorities are responsible for the 
administration of Primary Schools in their 
areas- both Voluntary Agencies and Local 
Authority schools in their areas. 

The new system of payment of grants-in­
aid is designed therefore to make use of 
Local Authorities more than ever before m 
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that they will be responsible for the payment 
of teachers' · salaries for small Voluntary 
Agencies, a function hitherto performed by 
Vohintary Agencies Supervisors before that 
post was abolished. Furthermore, Local 

· Education Authorities are obliged to maintain 
all Primary Schools in their areas from ,the 
payment of other expensive grants to bodies 
of Managers so that the schools can , be 

· adequately equipped. Mr Speaker, Sir, 
over '£700,000 was paid out to" the Local 
Education Authorities for schools in 1961. 
They are now being called upon to assume 
some of the responsibilities which were 
formerly assumed by the Regional Govern­
ment especially in the provision of Building 
Grants for the erection of classrooms and 
finding the funds for the payment of their 

., ,· 

own administrative and supervising· staff 
salaries. · 

With these few remarks, Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I beg to support. 

Further Debate on the Appropriation . Bill 
adjourned till tomorrow, Thursday, 12th 
April, 1962."' . 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion made and question proposed, That 
the House do now adjourn- (Chief J. A. 0. 
Odebiyi). 

Question put and agreed to. 

Adjoumed accordingly at · 9.35 p.m. until 
tomorrow, Thursday, 12th April, 1962 at 
10.00 a.m. 

.. 
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WESTERN HOUSE OF 
ASSEMBLY 

T:£?:URSDAY, 12TH APRIL, 1962 

, (The House met at 10.}5 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 
(Mr ~pcnkt:r in the Chair) 

BUSINESS MOTION 
. Suspension of Standing Order 4 (2) 

The Leader of the House and Minister 
of Fina~ce (Chief J. A. 0. ·Odebiyi): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that Standing 
Order 4 (2) be suspended this day to allow 
the House to continue sitting after 1.00 p.m.,_ 
if necessary. 

The Minister of Economic ' Planning 
and Community Development (Oba C. D. 
Akran): Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 
Question put and agreed to. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 
INCOME TAX (AMENDMENT) 

I ' ·< • SECOND READING 
BILL 

Adjourned Debate on the Question (9th 
April)-

"That the Bill be read a Second time". · 
Question again proposed. · 

Mr J. A. Riemu .(Urhobo West II): Mr 
Speaker Sir, this Bill is most embarrassing 
and most unscrupulous. I .say so because 
'this is the second time in this Session that the 
people of this Region are' called upon to bear 
very heav)r tax burdens. Only yesterday the 
poor farmers were forced in the teeth of 
opposition to bear the burden of one hundred 
·per cent increase on Produce Sales Tax. 
Today again, the same people are · being 
dragged out to add yet another tax load to 
their already heavily laden . shoulders-all, 
iil the good name of development. You fail 
to take into · consideration other . domestic 1 • 

financial troubles which austerity has-brought· 
to · them. These people, like you, have 
children to train in secondary schools, some 
in the Universities, arid they have some other 
domestic responsibilities. Already the people 
are paying heavy income tax-increased 

·Produce Sales Tax-all in the good name of 
development. A reasonable Government 
could have known that where we have reached 
now by way of personal taxes is more than 
enough. Amenities and developments in 
the· Region do not in the least justify these 
multiplicity of taxations .. 

The powers conferred on Area Assessment 
Committees or Rating Authorities in clause 5 
of this Bill will make them power-drunk as 
arbitrary assessment of political opponents . 
in this Region is commonplace. Assessments 
should have been left in the hands of the 
Regional Tax Board. Clause 5 says:-

"'T'hc.· functions of no area assessment 
committee or a rating authority conferred 
or imposed by this Law with respect 
to the assessment or collection of tax or 
development contribution shall, unless the 
context otherwise requires, be exerciseable 
by such committee or ~uthority only in 
respect of persons whose individual total 
income for any year of aasessmeQ.t does not 
exceed three hundred pounds and who are 
not . persons whose individual assessable 
income for such . year is derived wholly 
or partly from an employment or pension". 

This clau.se, as I said before, is very embarras­
sing. It puts everything into the hands of 
the assessment committees, and as we have 
known in this Region, these people have · all 
along been using this power to ill-treat their 
political opponents. I remember that in 
my area a man who was a labourer under 
another big man was asked to pay. the sum 
of £13 by way of income tax, when his very 
master-the man who employed him and 
pays him ·a salary of £4 a month-was asked 
to pay the flat rate of £1 17s 6d: There is 
nothing at all in this Bill which gives the 
poor man a chance of doing anything about 
it at all. These same people will be the 
people; I am sure, that will be asked to pay 
heavily in this Development Contribution. 
That is .. as far as that clause goes. 

Clause 8 (1) says:-

"Subject to the provisions of this Law, 
the Board may, with the approval of the · 
Minister, give directions to an area 
assessment committee with . respect to the . 
exercise of that committee's powers of 
assessment under this Law ·and any 
committee to which such directions are 
given shall comply with the s:;nne". 
Clause 8 0) provides:-

"The Board shall have the .. right to 
attend any meeting of an area assessment 
committee during the 'transaction of busi­
ness relating to assessments and take part in 
the proceedings thereof and if the Board 
so requests its advice on any such matter 
shall be recorded in the minutes of the 
meeting, but the Board shall not be entitled 
to vote in s'uch proceedings". 

Clause 8 (4) provides:-
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"The Board shall at all reasonable 
times have access to and be entitled to 
inspect the books, accounts and records of a 
rating authority anr;l an area assessment 
committee with respect to the assessment 
of any tax or development contribution 
imposed under this Law". 
As far as I know there is only one Tax 

Board in the Regio,n . . How can it fulfil the 
functions in clause 8? Y.l e have only one 
Board and this Board is situated in Ibadari 
here; and we ar'e saying in this clause that the 
Board should sit side by side with the rating 
authority which, perhaps, is in Sapele or 
Benin or ;mywhere in the Region, and to the 
extent of giving advice or helping the poor 
people who are over-assessed to pay the 
appropriate rate they should pay. So I feel 
that this clause does not make allowance for 
people who are not staying here in Ibadan 
to defend themselves. As far as I know, 
we have only on'e Regional Tax Board which 
is not a mobile one. 

Well, the most curio]ls clause in tllis Bill is 
clause 13 which does not stipulate the rate 
to be charged upon the chargeable income of 
a person. and so the people cannot even know 
the rate chargeable. It may be 1Ss in the 
pOund; it may be 10s in the pound; it may be 
13s·; it may be £1 1 Os in the pound. (Inter­
ruptions). Perhaps you . did not read that 
part of the Bill before you pushed it to the 
HQuse for consideration. 'Why present a 
Bill whose full text is not ready? I fail to see 
any sensible reason in this mad rush. . 

Government Bench: Finally now. 

Mr ·Riernu: 
.thirty minutes . 

I think I am to speak for 

Mr Speaker: You can speak for thirty 
minutes but I can assure you that you have 
only one minute more.' (Laughter). . 

·Mr Riemu: It is provided that "A 
development contribution shall i~ eve~y 
year of assessment be charged upon the 
chargeable in-come of a person and paid at the 
rate set out in Part II of the First Schedule 
to tills Law". 

This Part I I of the First Schedule to this 
Law, said to contain the rate chargeable, is 

· s_till in print, and so the people cannot know 
now the rate chargeagle. This Bill should be 
deferred until the full text is ready, if it 
cannot be withdrawn altogether. 

this Bill. Mr Speaker Sir, the object oft 
Bill is to increase the membership of 1 

so-called independent ,. members of 
Regional Tax Board from five to seven ; 
to increase the total membership from ter: 
twelve. That is . the first · object. If 
increase is meant to indic,ate that ] 
Majesty's Opposition may be reprcser, 
in this Board, I would say with due deferc 
to the Government that our reprc:;cnta 
is inadequate. We would claim, on 
side of the House, that we are entitled 
ratio of one to three; so that if we are gc 
to be represented on that Board, · ~we sh( 
have more than two. · 

The other· object, Sir, is to Jim.it the f 
tions of Area Assessment C~mmittees 
Rating Authorities with respect to ~ssess1 
and collection of tax and develop1 
contributions from persons who are 
subject to the Pay As You Earn system. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, we have all knowr · 
practice all over this Region about repres 
tion in the so-called Assessment Cornmi 
It is kno"Wn that there are always t en me1~ 
or six members on the Assessment Con 

· tees and that out of these six, in most < 

areas of this Region, the O pposition is 
,represented. Apd if they are rej:>res 
in certain areas : .... . (Interruptions). - Ye~ 
is so from my own experience. I baVL 
this in a constituency where the Oppc 
is not represented. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I notice that in in 
constituency, for example, there h as b< 
NCNC representation on the Asse~ 
Committee, and I . made this corr 
to the Minister of Midwest Affairs dur; 
vts1t. And in trying to adjust the sitt 
he gave us three out of six; and ·two 
these three are the names of those w 
never known as N CN Cers in the area. 
are names of Action Group m embe1 
are not active members of the Action < 
and their names were simply put dowr 
purporting to be NCNC m embers. 
ruptions) . . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, if we are all ent i 
representation we should claim that the 
themselves should be asked to send 
names of the people to represent them 
that people should add names 
Assessment Committee, purporting t: 
be NCNC representatives,; that i 
unfair to us, Sir. · 

Mr Speakei·, Sir·, I beg to oppose. Mr Speaker, these Boards. purportc 
Mr E. 0. Irnafidon_ .(Benin Central -· appointed now under this Law­

East): Mr Speaker Sir, I rise to oppose Tax Board-'-! dq not know how t \ 

.... .,.... . 
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going to function. I would say, Sir, that 
at this time of austerity, when the people of. 
this Region have been called upon to contri­
bute their financiaJ . quota to the Six-year 
Development Programme, this is not the 
appropriate time to increase ·membership in 
committees and on boards. I do not know 
whether we are going to develop the members 
of the boards or the Region. If we are going 
to develop the Region, we must not increase 
the membership of any board or committee 
at this stage. Let the members; as they were, 
continue to serve and labour for the people, 
and then let the money contributed by the 
people be used for economic development. . 

The limitation of powers of functions of 
Area Assessment Committees and Rating 
Authorities appears to b.e welcome . .. In most 
of the council areas, M;r Speaker, those people 
who are aff~cted by the Pay As You Earn 
system are also called upon to pay tax 
by local councils. I was a victim myself 
and I welcome the introduction of this limita­
tion of functions, so that · those who are 
affected by the Pay As. You Eq.rn system may 
not be called upon by the local councils to 
pay extra tax. 

Mr Speaker, I do not intend to bore this 
House with unnecessary speech any longer. 
However, I would like to emphasise this, Sir; 
that the boards, in relation to the A8sessment 
Committees and Rating Authorities, will 
attend meetings of the Rating Authorities and 
Assessment Committees. If there are going 
to be local boards, as I expect it to be, I do 
not know how they will be disposed to visit 
e'rery Assessment Committee, whereas in 
fact, in one council area, there will be more 

· _th~m fifty Assessment Committees. How 
'these boards will be capable of-visiting these 
Assessment Committees and Rating Author­
ities 'I do not know. When the boards are 

. appointed we know the difficulties that may 
arise in working with members .of the boards 
and committees. It is not always so easy as 
they are on paper. The practicability of it 
is ·what matters. I d.o not know how these 
boards can go round the Region with a view 
t.o redressing the errors that may be perpe­
tuated by these Assessment Committees all 
over the Region. I am yet to be informed. 
The Assessment Committees in this Region 
are very many. .I do not know how these 
boards"alone can move round with a view to 
effecting remedies that this Law seeks to 
bring about. . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I ~ppose this Bill. 

.Mr J; 0. Abio~un (lwo South Suburban): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, we have experienced what 

has happened all over the Region, and through 
our rich experience we cal). make points to 
convince the Government that at least these 
Assessment Committees are not doing well. 
To my knowledge and to the knowledge of 
this House (I mean those who will not 
deceive themselves, including the Minister of 
Local Governrpent) the local assessment 
committees were appointed and told that 
their tenure of office must expire on the 31st 
of last month, if I arri not mistaken. (Inter­
ruptions). That was the letter given to them: 
that their tenure of office expires on the 31st 
of March. But, up · till now, these people 
are still working. I think this is a bad 
practice which must be changed by this Action 
Group Government of Western Nigeria. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, if it pleases the Minister 
of Income. Ta'x Law or the Minister of 
Finance. 

Chief Odebiyi: I object, Sir. I am 
Minister of Finance and 'not Minister of 
Income Tax Law. 

Mr Abiosun: Mr Spe,aker, Sir, he pre­
sented the Income Tax Law and others of 
that nature and he will 'be _helping the · 
Region a great deal if he can so make · 
section 7 (d) (ln) of the Law so · that the 
powers given to these local assessment commit­
tees be reduced. Why do I say this, .Sir? 
It was so stated in that Law that these local 
assessment committees could recommend to 
the Regional Tax Board that a certain man 

· or a certain fellow is entitled to pay such and , 
such amount, and we have not got the yard­
stick by which we can measure the income 
of these innocent farmers. 

There is a loop-hole, Mr Speaker, in that 
if excessive powers are given to these local 
assessment committees they may be inclined 
to use the powers in order to victimise their 
political opponents. Why do I say this, Sir? 

. Since they are. given the power to give the 
information or recommendation · to · the 
Regional Tax Board, it is characteristic of · 
them to go round to threaten people saying, 
"If you don't give us such and such amount, 
we are ·going to submit your name to the 

· Regional Tax Board and they will assess you· · 
heavily".. (Interruptions). By that, Sir, 
innocent farmers will become their victims. 

If the hon. Minister of Finance 
determination, the love of and faith in 
Region, he should be helping the Region 
great d_eal if he tried as much as possibl~: . · 

(1) to make it possible that ·both 
bers· of ·all the parties be rP.1"1rF"'"""t-••ri 

, -· the income tax board and at local 
in order to make for more efficiency; 
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(2) to have an impartial commission 

whicl1 will hear appeals of ·· individuals ; 
in that if .r am a member of the Local Tax 
Board and there is somebody who has 
offended me, I have got a weapon. It will 
be good if the Minister of Finance finds 
out the means of livelihood of many of 
these members of the Local Tax Board 
and of the Assessment Committee. Many 
of them have no jobs and that has led to 
what is happening all over the Region 
nowadays. 

Somebody whose appointment expired on 
the 31st of March is still in office. (Go'Pern­
ment · Member: Tell the Police). I am not 
telling the police, but · I am telling the 
Minister of Finance who knows better than 
you. 

Mr Speaker: The han. Member is 
telling the Minister of Finance through me . 

Mr Abiosun: I am doing so, Sir, I am 
sure the Minister of Finance will listen to my 
criticisms. 

With all these remarks, Sir, I beg to oppose 
the Bill. 

Mr A. Atohengbe (Benin North-East): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, in rising to speak on this 
Bill, I wouid like first of all to appeal to the 
Minister of Finance and Leader of the House 

· t~ use his good offices to further adjourn 
debate on this Bill for the following reasons:-

(1) The Bill affects not only the constitu­
tional changes for purposes of conformity 
but also the whole economic life of the 
people of this Region. 

(2) In view of the exclusion of the major 
part of the Bill, i.e., the Schedule whereby 
the rate of tax chargeable could have been 

· seen for examination and parliamentary 
scrutiny, the Bill itself is incomplete. · 

(3) That the fact that Part II of the 
First Schedule to the law to be inserted 
by the schedule to this Bill is not being 
printed as part of the Bill for the present, 
renders the date of commencement mean­
ingless and legally inapplicable as it means a 
call on this House td sign a blank cheque or 
giving authority to the Tax Officers to 
apply retrospectively what was not brought 
before this House. 

(4) It did not include provisions whereby 
the Regional T ax. Board could not use 
their powers arbitrarily to assess individuals 
who have not completed forms in respect of 
the P.A.Y .E . system. 

(5) It does not include p rovisions where­
by the Chairman or any member of an 
Area Assessment Committee could riot 
prosecute an authorised Rates or T ax 
Collector for having collected taxes due 
from unassessed individuals but who 
were duly capable of paying tax. 

In respect of ( 4) above, I am a polygamist 
of the holiest order- (Cheers from all sides 
of the House)-:-and a father of sorts . and 
daughters. (Interruptions) :· Without receiv­
ing a duly completed form from me tht; 
Regional Tax Board deducted unreasonably 
an undue amount from my salary for the last 
financial year. This differs, Mr Speaker, 
from the policy adopted by the old · Iriland 
Revenue collectors. In the case .of the old 
Inland Revenue which this Tax Board suc­
ceeds, it would send first of all the decbratipn 
form to any taxable adult to fill and iubrriit 
to it. In view of any lateness or perha'ps 
dClay in receiving this, it may send :another 
form, perhaps thinking that the other one 
has been misplaced, misdirected or not 
submitted in time. Then whichever is the 
case one of these three f~rms would ·be 
received before the Inland Revenue · went 
further to impose their own taxes; but in the 

·. case of this Board they do not bother for the 
completed forms before they start to inflict 
taxes on you. 

There is no doubt that the Minister of 
Finance .will us~ his go_od offices to p rotect 
me as Jar as this is concerned. In fact 
we do not know ·how many people have 
suffered the same fate! 

Mr Speaker, Sir, in respect of (5) above , 
I can remember that one tax collector in m y 

.. constituency caine across, in his area of 
authority, certain Ibo elements in his ward 
whose names were not included in the current 
year's list of assessment he thought was due 
fo r collection. He collected tax due from 
them and issued official receipts thereto 
covering the amounts of tax so collected from 
them by . him. But, to his surprise, the 
Chaimian of the Area Assessment Committee 
of his area intended to prosecute him in· the 
Customary Court saying that he would have 
waited until these people were assessed. 
I do not know, Sir, whether it would have 
been proper to allow those people to go 
without paying the tax due, or could he have 
detained them unlawfully until any time the 
Area Assessment Committee meets? I raise 
this point because the present amendment 
would have made provisions whereby these 
Area Tax Assessment Committees or their 
Members could not have used their position 
to threaten an authorised rate collector 
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· for collecting taxes from people whose names 

were not included in the tax list for a given 
year for that ward. 

-Mr Speaker, Sir, if we have to go further to 
the last p::\ge, under objects and reasons, 
1.ve would see that the Minister said here that 
Part II of the First Schedule to the law to be 
in'serted by the Schedule to this Bill is not 
being printed as part of the Bill for the 
present. · I think ·I mentioned this when I 
)Jegan ·my speech but, for the reason that he 
was not here when I started, I will like to 
stress it again. 

gramme, Government shall impose as flat rate 
the sum of £1 2s 6d on every taxable adult in 
this Region. If this is done, Sir, it means 
that the flat rate will automatically rise to £3. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, especially where I come 
from, people in that area in fact live from hand 
to mouth. It is very difficult for some people 
to pay the flat rate of £1 17s 6d. You just. 
imagine: Sir, what it wiH be when it is in-' 
creased by £1 2s 6d! Whatever happens, 
Sir, it may be very well argued that the 
Federal Government is increasing sales tax . · 
on imported goods like petrol, drinks, etc., etc; 
but, ~ir, that in fact is a tax which is imposed 
on the people who really, on their own, want 

_\.Veil, Sir, I suppo.se this Bil~ should have . to spendmoney which is nothing forcible; 
been brough~ t? this House. m complete.d _it is no imposition. If you like, you can go 
fon-r:, otherwise If :ve app~o~e It and ~h~ law IS ' to the market and buy, and if you dont' you 
apphed retrospectively, It means callmg on - remain at home. But in this (ase whether 

· this· H~:mse to sign a blank ~heque, 'unless y~u you like it or not, you must have ~o pay it. 
can give us an undertakmg that ~ou will I will not like to bore this House with all 
summon the House to approve the Schedule tll t "' ou h b e · · tl · S · 
b f 

. b . a y ave . e n saymg smce 1IS ess1on 
e ore It ecomes operative. beg ··I te th t G ' t h b an. no a overnmen as een 

. Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to oppose . introducing Bills upon Bills of this nature to 

M
. s k 0 d 1 

0 
d 1 I punish the innocent commoners at home. . r pea er: . r er. r cr. t appears . . . 

there are strangers in the House. Will the I thmk, Str, that I should make suggestiOns 
Sergeant-at-Arms clear the House , of stran- to Government in. this r~spect if really they 
gers. · want to develop this Regwn. 

Mr T. E. Igugu (Central Urhobo East): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to oppose this Bill 

. which seeks to giw: ·Government the weapon 
to collect from the pockets of poor peasants 
or simple farmers a certain sum of money 

· which is not specified in the Bill. 

l\1r Speake!", Sir, you are no doubt mvare 
that, for two years now, there have been long 
agitation and controversy over the high rate of 
tax people in the Western Region were 
paying. As a result of that Sir, thc ·NCNC, 
as a party, has chainpioned the cause of the 
common inan. It took it upon itself as a 
duty, and before this Government drove 
them to every nook and corner of this Region, 
the NCNC acted in such a way that, through 
shame, .the fiat rate 9f £2 12s 6d was reduced 
to £1 · 17s 6d. All sincere and honest 

. citizens of this Region: will agree with me that 
it was the NCNC that -was responsible for 
th e reduction of fl at rate tax two years ago 
frlffa J:t 12-~ ~ti ~/1 f) 17 ~ f;rl , ( CIV'.Kr.:· f rr/ rf1. 
O jJPQsitvm J3efl...ches) . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, only two .vears now as I ­
have said, Government reduced th; flat 
rate from £2 12s 6d to £1 17s 6d. As this 
Gove~nment claims to be very wealthy, · 

·what IS the reason for asking poor farmers to 
. ·pay additional sums of tax? 

· Mr Speaker, Sir, I 'understand' that under 
.·-!he contribution to the d~velopment pro-

No·w, they have a programme, a develop­
ment programme which contains the various 
projects which Government wants to under­
take. I think it will be fair if Government 
works out the type of project they want to 
undertake and where they will be sited. 
For instance, if Ibadan or anywhere else­
is given a factory and Government \Vants 
every taxable adult to contribute £1 2s 6d 
in respect of, that factory, I think it will be 
proper for Government to impose on the 
people \\l'h() are going to enjoy the benefits 
accruing from the project a special rate. If 
you come to the Midwest and you want to 
establish a rubber processing factory, if it 
is meant for an area and you tell them 
"This is what I am going to d<? Jor you", ' 
let them see it with their eyes; then you can 
impose the tax on the people. If·it is done 
like that, Mr Speaker, I have no quarrel; 
but to ask a man at the n10st remote place in 
the Region to pay-(Intermptions). · 

B-.::..t 1 zm s~ ito 9ee, Srr !ha-! -we a;re~~-- . ., ~ · 
the In?.-n at Ijaw to com e and pay £1 2s 6d for 
a development programme when in ten years 
this Government will not even visit them ;or 
do anything for them. .I think Mr Spealier .. 
Sir, this is cheating. ' ' 

. Mr Speaker, Sir, in conclusion I would 
ltke to say that if this Bill is endorsed and· 
applied all over the Region the Action Group 
Government will be signing its death warrant 

·, 
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and will be voted out of power. If you 
dispute my st!ltement I chnllengc you to 
dissolve this House immediately you apply 
'the law and let us go back for election; 
you will not come back. ( Cheets from 
Opposition B~nches). (Interntptions). 

An bon. Member: The Speaker will 
come back. · (Laughter). 

Mr Igugu! With these few remarks I 
beg to oppose the Bill. 

Mr G. I. Oviasu (Benin Central West): 
Mr Speaker, we will like to make our stand 
definitely clear, that the Opposition will not, 
and will never, be oppos~d to measures 
which aim at increasing .the revenue of this 
Region provided such measure or measures 
are straightforward, above-board, honest and 
non-discriminatory. (Cheers). I wonder; 
Sir, if this can be said of this Bill which, 
in my opinion, is not only inconclusive but 
seeks to impose double taxation retroactively. 
We are now treated to a new rate in this 
Region, and now have what we call "develop­
ment. contribution" coming up in our 
Estimates. This, added to income tax, 
brings us double taxation. 

In the past, this Government made us to 
understand that it was the first in Africa, 
the richest in Africa, the richest everywhere 
and, of course, the first to make blunders too; 
it made us understand· that it ~:as going to 
abolish wholesale any step to introduce double 
taxation. I do know, Sir, that the 1962-63 
Development Programme calls for more 
mone)', but then, this money could be looked 
for and got in a way that will not increase 
the financial burden of the people too much. 
The ordinary man is suffering very sei-ious 
austerity; his income is going down, his 
financial b4rden is going up in inverse propor­
tion. This is a very serious matter. I think 
that this Government ought to take very 
serious consideration of that. Frankly 
speaking, there is not much that the Govern­
ment can gain from income tax. This 
Government is budgeting for about £25 
million (Gover1nnent Benches: . £35 million). 
All right, £35 million; but I tell you, Sir, 
that the amount that really comes from the 
income tax in this Region i,s just £600,000. 

(Government Benches: . No, Sir). 

Chief Odebiyi: P:A.Y:E. alone ts over 
£1 million. 

Mr Oviasu: So I think, Sir, that there 
are other sources of getting money in addition 
to the saving we can quote from austerity 

' # 

measures , or of increasing the revenue 
whereby we can m eet up our· development 
program.me without unnecessarily increasing· 
the financial burden of the poor citizens 
whose incomes are falling. 

There is another thing I would like to sav 
about this amendment: the Governor i~ 
Council can dispose of, .as he likes, the revenue 
accruing from this doub)e .taxation, but . 
events have shown us, Sir, that the way these 
incomes are disposed of savours of discrimina­
tion, with particular reference to the Midwest 
Region or the Midwest area- by the grace 
of God the Midwest Region. (Laughter). 

If all the citizens in the Region have 
cOntributed to the coffers of this Government 
this Government should be good enough . 
to distribute the amenities equi~ably . . · .. 

In opposition to this Bill, Sir, I want the 
Minister of Finance to amend it, as previous 
speakers have . said on this side of the H ouse; 
on the ground that this Bill, Sir, is incon­
clusive. It is on~ which calls for giving 
somebody a blank cheque. Although clause .7 
(2) gives power to this House to vary income 
rates, that schedule is not before this House. 

Chief Odebiyi: · Until the committee 
stage. 

Mr Oviasu: This is not what we call 
"subsidiary legislation". This is no subsi ~ 
diary legislation under which the Government 
can hide to perpetrate all forms of atrocities 
without reference to this House.. But as he 
has promised us that he is bringing it at the 
Committee Stage I will wait and . I will · not 
d~al mucl?-_ with that. But it is unfair ; it 
ought to have been here so· that w e can 
debate it along now. Why seek to bring it 
only at the Committee Stage? · 

The Minister · of Finance has said that the 
con;position of the Regional Tax Board will 
now be increased from five to seven. I 
think that that is only to give ''room for the 
Opposition to be drafted in. If he does that, 
I think Sir, that this will be the first time that 
a Minister of this Government is seeking to 
democratise the composition' of S1ltch an · · 
important Board. ' · · 

But I would like to say that this is no t 
enough. There arc hunJreds of assessment 
committees in this Region. · No at tempt 
has been made to democratise the comp'osi­
tion of such area assessment committees. 
Everywhere, Sir, you find the area· assessment 
committees top-heavily laden with Action 
Group members. We on this side . of the 
House; want the Minister of Finarice'.· to do 
exactly what has been done to the Regional · 
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[MR OvrAsu] House, spoken on behalf of the Government 
Tax Board by democratising the composition· to the effect that this Government does not 
of area ·assessment committees. As at support either from the Action Group- · 
presently composed, Sir, there is discrimina- controlled' councils or the NCNC-controlled 
tion, and it is a . shame, Sir, that these councils any arbitrary assessment or collec­
irresponsibles-the Government Party mem- tion of tax. We have said that times without 
bers, · their followers, their thugs, their number. When such a situation was reported · 

' campaign secretaries- should be drafted to the Minister of Local Government in one 
into area assessment committees, If justice Local Government area, he took steps and 
is to be done, it is" only right and fair that the set aside all the assessments which were 
members of the area assessment committees carried out by an Action Group-controlled 
shoul<;i reflect the disposition of the parties council. What further evidence of impar- '· 

. in the area. tiality do Members of the Opposition want? · 

I hope, Sir, Mr Speaker, that the Minister With regard, Sir to the question of the 
of Finance will bear these criticisms in mind composition of local assessmei1~ committees, 
and take them to heart and make necessary I haye also been mandated to say. Ol) behalf 
amendments when the Bill comes to Commit,.. of the Government that it is the intention 
tee Stage. · 1 

• of the Regional Government to have reflected 

As I said, Sir, we on this side of the House 
will not oppose any measures which seek 
to bling in more funds; all we want is that 
they · should be straightforward and honest. 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, I must 
express my thanks for the constructive 
manner in which the last speaker had contri­
buted to the debate on this Bill. Only 
yesterday, Sir, we were told by somebody 
on the front bench of the Opposition side that 
as and when the NCNC comes into power 
in this Region it will abolish all taxes. 
Fortunately, Sir, today we have someone 
who is a more mature legislator, a shrewd 
businessman, who knows that no business 
or industry can thrive without money. 
He has contributed to the debate by saying 
that they' do not oppose the principle of 
Gover.nment taking any fiscal measures to 
increase revenue. · That is exactly what 
we intended to do by this amendment. 

Somebody said that this is double'taxation. 
Under the 1962-68 Development Programme, 
£90 million are supposed to be · spent on 
development projects. Out of this sum we 
ourselves ought to be able to raise as much as 
£45 million from our own . resources. By 
the imposition of development contribution, 
what we m'e likely to raise by way of additional 
.revenue is not going to be more than £1! 
million, and it is expected, Sir, that every 
year we ought to be able to lay aside a sum of 
£3 million from the surplus of recurrent 
revenue over recurrent expenditure into the 

. capital expenditure and development fund. 
This , Sir, is intended for the huge projects 
which a re contained in the capital sector of 
the Six-year Plan. 

One Member has spoken about arbitrary 
: and discriminatory assessments taking place 

in many parts of the Western Region. 
.. . I have, more than once on the floor of this 

on the composition of assessment committees 
the politicaf complexion of the local govern­
ment area, and I do know, Sir, that the 
Mini.ster of Local · Government · and the . 
Minister of Midwest Affairs have already seen 
to that, particularly in the Midwest. . 

One Opposition Member said that the 
number which we intend to give to the 
Opposition on · the Regional ·Tax Board is · 
inadequate a,nd he proceeded to say that it 
should be 1 to 3. We have done more than 
that: it is 5 to 2 as a matter of fact. The 
position of the Regional Tax .Board is as 
follows : 

. Three Official members- the Regional 
Tax Administrator, a representative of ·. 
Ministry of Local Government, and a · · 
representative of the Treasury; then 
members who are independent members; 
and then ~o Members of the Opposition. • 

I can say this much, Sir, that since the 
composition of the Regional Tax Board no , 
Member of the Opposition has pointed an 
accusing finger on the Regional Tax )3qard . . 
I do know, Sir, that the Opposition are so 
articulate. They are so critical of Govern-. 
ment activities that if th<;! Regional Tax Board 
had done anything amis~, they would have '· .. 
been the first to come to the floor of the 
House to challenge the Government. The 
fact that they have not silid a word about the 
Regional Tax Board, only shows ioo clearly · 
that ·that Body is an impartial body .and is · 
discharging its duties as efficiently as possible. · 
(Cheers). 

I have said, Sir, that the same principle ·. 
which governs the composition of the . · 
Regional Tax Board at the Regional level will>· 
also govern the composition at the local · . 
Assessment Council area. Well, if that · 
happens, then all the points which are being 
made that membets of the Opposition be 

I 
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[CHIEf 0DE13IYI] 

the Assessment Committee wili , result in the 
Opp9sition being able to see whether people 
are being arbitrarily assessed or not. 

As I have said before--and I am not tired 
of repeating it- we are opposed to arbitrary 
assessment of taxes, from whatever quarters 
it comes. I think, Sir, that if there is any­
thing at all that the whole community should 
save us from, it is that they should deliver 
us from the snares of the people who ought to 
pay tax but who, for two years, have refused 
to pay tax. I happen to know that the 
particular individual whom I am referring to, 
dodged the tax people for two years. He was 
living ·. in one , house in the afternoon and 
stayed in another place in the evening, and 
he did that successfully for two years. Then, 
eventually, he was nabbed and was made to 
pay £500 for tWo years. . 

Be that as it may, . I think Sir, that both 
sides of the House agree that there is need for 
us to finance the major part of our develop­
ment programme from our . oyvn resources; 
othenvise the foreign exchange component 
in the loan which we are g<;>ing' to get is going 
to run down on the reserves of the Govern­
ment . of the Federation. In any event Sir, 
it is not even fair that a Government should 
finance most of its projects from loans; 
Qthenvise its . credit-.-worthiness abroad will 
be impaired. _We don't intend, Sir, partic­
ularly now that we are enjoying the goodwill 
Qf many nations abroad, to soil the credit­
worthiness of the Governments of the 
Federation of Nigeria. 

I should like, Sir, to refer to the new 
powers which have been conferred on the 
Regional Tax Board under clause 8 of the 
Amendment Bill. Here Sir, instead of the 
Minister, it is now the Board which may, 
with the approval of tht; Minister, vary any 
ass(_!ssment made by any Area Assessment 

ommittee other than the assessment in 
·respect of which an appeal is pending or has 
been determined. The idea is that, if there 
are cases of arbitrary assessments, and these 
cases are brought to the notice of the Regi~nal 
Tax Board, immediate steps will be taken to 
set aside that assessment, and they have the 
right to impose a new assessment. There is 
no reason for any fear that any discriminatory 
or arbitrary assessment of tax is going to be 
imposed on the people. Not only that Sir. 
' Under sub-section (3) of section 8 of the Law, 
the Board shall have the right , to attend any 
meeting of an Area Assessment Committee 
during the transaction of business relating to 
assessments and take part in the proceedings 
thereof, and if the Board so requests, then 

advice on any such matter shall be recordesl' 
in the minutes of the meeting, but the Board · 
shall not be · entitled to vote in such 
proceedings. 

One Member, Sir, did say that it occur'iced '· 
to him that it would be difficult for the 
Regional Tax Board to attend most of. the 
meetings of the Local Assessment Committt:!es. 
As soon as this Bill is passed, Sir, arrangements 
will be made to reorganise the Regional T ax 
Board Division of the Treasury. If I m ay 
say so, Sir, I think the pattern which the new 
organisation will take will be in the form of 
having at least one Divisional Tax Officer in 
a Division, with subordinate staff, and it 
should be their duty to attend meetings of 
the Assessment Committees. The purpose 
of that is to make it possible for officials of 
the Regional Tax. Board_ to · help Local 
Assessment Committees and thereby m ake 
it difficult for them to assess people arbitrarily. 
It will also make it possible for them to see 
that people who ought to be assessed aright 
are assessed properly. 

Mr Speaker Sir, · I beg to commend the 
Bili to the whole House. During the 
Committee stage I shall move the amend­
ments to the Schedule. (Cheers) .. 

Question put and agreed to. 
Bill accordingly ·read a Second time and 

committed to a Committee of the whole House. · 
Bill immediately considered in Committee . 
(In the Committe~) . · 
.Clause 1. 

Mr Atohengbe: Mr Chairman, I beg · 
to move the following amendment:-

In Clause' 1 delete "the 1st day of April, 
1962" and substitute "a date to be announced 
later". I will appeal to the Minister of 
Finance to kindly accommodate this amend­
ment because it is very proper and m akes 
the Bill proper and fitting. I have given·. my 
reasons before, and so I don't want to bore 
the House by repetition. 

Mr Oviasu : Mr Chairman Sir, I beg 
to second the amendment. 

Amendment proposed. 

Chief Odebiyi : Mr Chairman Sir, m aybe 
if I explain to Members the purpose of this 
Bill they will understand. As you are very 
well aware, the people who are in regular 
employment get salaries only monthly and 
they . COJ1'le under what is _known , as the 
"Pay As You Earn" scheme. In other words, 
every mo_nth in the course of the year; some 
percentage of their salary is deducted 
towards the payfi1ent of their tax. If we 

' . 
I 
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don't ~~ke the thing retroactive, It IS going 
to ca.use hardship to these people, because 
what it will mean is that the increase which 
we intend to effect in the First Schedule will 
not have effect immediately from ·the 1st of 

'April. · In ·otl;er words Sir, what will happen 
is that for the mari who, perhaps, in the year 
ought to pay £300 by way of tax and who 
according to this increase, has to pay £370, 
if you don't make the payment retroactive 
from the .1st of April the _additional tax 
which he has to pay on the existing income 
tax will prove difficult to the extent that it 
will cause . hardship to him if he has to pay 
in a lump sum. Therefore, the need is to 
spread · it throughout · the twelve months 
in a year. This one does not affect any 
other income tax-payer at all because, in any 
event, the period during which they will be 
paid will still be the same as is· now the 
normal practice in particular areas. But in 
regard to people who a:r.e employed I feel 
that, 'in order not to cause hardship. to them, 
we have to make the application of the Law 
retroactive. 

Mr Atohengbe: Mr Chairman, if I may 
explain,· the point which has been elaborately 
explained by the Minister of Finance is 
understandable, but what I am saying is this . 
Supposing; from the time this amendment 
starts to apply, the rates chargeable in the £ 
comes to about £2 or so and then it becomes 
difficult for a tax-payer to pay, then every 
Member who subscribes to the passing of this 
Law will be · held responsible: That is the 
purpose for which I am m<Jving the Amend-
inent. · · 

Chief , Odebiyi: I beg to oppose the 
Amendment. 

Amendment negatived. 
Clause 1 agreed to. 
Clauses 2 to 8 agreed to. 
Clause 9. 

Chief Odebiyi: I beg to move, Sir, that 
the letter "S" in the word "words" in line 2 
of Clause 9 of the Dill be deleted. 

Amrmdment f>ut and agreed to. 
· Cla'ii:se' 9 as amended ag1'eed to. 

Clauses 10 to 12 agreed to. 

Clause 1J. 

Chief Odebiyi: I beg · to move that 
inverted commas be inserted immediately 
after the word "Law" at th~ end of Clause 13 
o.f the Bill. 

Amendment put and agreed to. 

Mr A. Adisa (lbadan South-East Rural): 
Mr Chairman, Sir, I move an amendment to 
Clause 13 of this Bill as follows: After the 
words "the principal Law is hereby repealed", 
all the other words should be deleted .. 

The reaso~ for the amendment is because 
it is telt that this Government should always 
conic through the front door and not t;hrough 
the- back door of this House to impose. 
taxation. We are not opposed to the 
Development Plan or Programme, but 
what we 3ay is t}:lat you should charge 
just one single tax, whatever the · rate is, and 
let the whole people know, and not in the 
way of coming through the back door 
to call one "development tax" and to call 
another "education tax" or "education fees" . 
You have the audacity to say that there 
is free primary education throughout the 
Western Region when, indeed, everybody 
pays education rates. That is the kind of 
hypocrisy which we on this side disagree with. 

Now th~ next point is that, as regards the 
assessment of the development contribution, 
we are not quite sure whether any rational 
basis will be used to apply it when this deve­
lopment contribution is being assessed. We 
do not know, Sir, ~hether if one is of the 
"Awo" faction in the Action Group he will 
have to pay more, or whether if one belongs 
to the "S.L.A." group he will have to pay 
more; these are the kinds of things that we 
of this side of the House do not want, and 
if the Government wants to impose additional 
taxation the best thing it could do is .. to 
increase the present rate of tax in the Region. 

Mr Chairman·; Sir, we on this ,.side of the 
House, we of the Opposition, : during the 
elections, said that the burden of taxation 
on the poor people in this Region was too 
much, and . we said that, from our own 
education, from our own· economic theory, 
from our own love for the people of this 
Region, we were in a position, not only to 
decrease the rate of tax but that even were 
we in a position to abolish the payment of 
personal tax, we would do so. We said this 
openly and publicly; if the Members on the 
other side of the House disagree, the best 
thing is for them to resign; resign and let us 
carry on, only for one year. Mr Charima!'l, 
Sir, after the expiration of one year, if we are 
unable to abolish the payment of personal 
income tax, then · I promise you that we ·shall 
then 'i:esign. 

Now, Sir, the whole doctrine of imposition 
of taxes which is called "development 
contribution" is obnoxious. There is no ; 
reason why you should impose such tax. " 
Such further development contribution is to . , · · 
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kill the goose that lays the golden egg. 
When you were parading with your slogan 

· of "life more abundant", it was quite plain 
to everybody that only · you people were 
enjoying the abundance. (Interruptions). 
That does not matter; I used it through my 
sweat and toil; I know Mr Chairman, . you 
used to .. be on our side; 

Mr Chairman: I . have not yet left your 
side entirely. (Laughter). 

Mr Adisa: ...... and I know that during 
' that period, the whole philosophy of ours was 
this: There should not be just·. a few who are 
very, very rich, superlatively speaking, and 
very many other people who will be suffering. 
I pray, Sir, this Government to go out into 
the field; go out on the way to Ogbomosho 
and Ikenne; see the poor people of this 

. Region; see how they dress; 'see how they 
work; they will have · feelings for Jhese 
people; they will have feelings for them. 
This is the point, Mr Chairman, this is the 
kind of thing that we are trying to teach this 
Government. I am so moved that even 
tears are near my eyes. (Laughter). And 
I know, Sir, that tears will be shed that day 
when the Action Group Government of this 
Region falls down flatly. 

Further amendment proposed. · 

Chief Odebiyi: I d~ not think that the 
hon. Member has made any point worth 
answering at all. · The point is that we have 
already made a case for the imposition of the 
development contribution, and the fact that 
he talks of 'poor people does not hold water. 
Surely, Sir, the Digest of Statistics, and the 
facts which are available there, show that the 
standard of.-living of people in this Region 
has increased between 1952 and now by more 
than 30 per cent . . In 1952, when the Action 
Group got into power, there were people in 
this Regiori who could not afford to buy a 
bicycle. Today, they are riding in Volks­
wagen cars. There were in those days 
people who could not afford even to go to the 
shops and buy printed 'materials like the one 
I am wearing now. Today, they can afford 
to buy velvets. Not only that Sir. I do 
know that even lawyers, like the last speaker 
himself, have been able to make more money . . 
When the last speaker arrived in this country· 
a few years ago, he was not able to afford a 
car~ Today, he has made so much money. 
In any event, Sir, I do know that the weight 
of the last speaker has also increased by about 
20 per cent. The fact that everyone is 
looking so well, so happy, shows that there 

. is prosperity around them. 

Further amendment put and negatived·. 

Mr W. E. Aghahowa: I rise to move 
that the word "Governor in Council' ~ be 
removed and that we should substitute 
"~egislatu~,e" in Part XIA,- clause 65A (4), 

Mr Chairman Sir, the removal ~f the;e 
words will place the Legislature in a -position 
to know from time to time what measures are 
proposed by this· Government. The Execu­
tive Council, as required under this Bill, is 
made up of Action Group Mit:J.isters: Any 
tax measure which does not receive the sanc­
tion of the Legislature is not in the interests 
of the electorates. ."With these observations 
Sir, I rise to· move that the word "Govemo; 
in Council" be removed and that we ~should 
substitute "Legislature". ' 

Further amendment proposed. 

Chief Odebiyi: · I oppose the an1endment . 
What this sub-section is intended to do is to 
confer on the Governor in Council power to 
act if and when it is considered necessary to 
abrogate the imposition of the development 
contribution, instead. of coming to the floor 
of this House. I know, Sir, that it is ' i).eces­
sary that before we impose any new tax, we 
ought to come to the floor of the House and 
do so, but, surely, if you want to abolish it, 
I do not think you ought to come to the floor 
of this House. (Interruptions). 

Further amendment put arid negatived. 

Mr G. I. Oviasu: Mr Chairman, Clause 
·. 65A, section: (4). 

Mr Chairman, Sir, I beg to alter my notice 
of amendment. That notice 'sought to 
delete the whole Clause entirely, but I would 
now like to amend it as foHows: · 

(1) Delete the word. "either" completely 
and then the entire words after "generally" 
and the new clause should now read : 

"The Government in Council may 
at any time provide by order that the 
development contribution imposed by 
this Law · shall cease to be payable 
generally". 

The reason for this an1endmen t is very . .. 
obvious . . During the time I was contributing 
to the debate on the Second Reading, I did 
say that this .clause, as to be amended, savours 
of discrimination. Who is the Governor 
in Council? It .~s the Cabinet, the. Action 
Group Ministers; and what prevents them, 
as they as had been doing in the past, from 
using this as an instrument of favouritism? 
If that should not be the end of democracy 
and fairness · to everybody, these powers 
should not be given to the Cabinet. vVe can: 
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. never have such vain assurances as had 
always · been given to us in the p~st and 
have never been carried out. To prove your 
good faith th.at this Clause would not be 
used as an instrument for favouritism to 
Action Group supporters, I think the best 
thing _to do is to follow my amendment. 
That will be a' living testimony that this 
Government is very honest and straight­
forvi!;l_rd in presenting this Bill; but if you 
do . not do so, we are . going to oppose that 
Clause. Mr Chairman, Sir, I stand by my 
amendment. Sub-clause (4) should now 
read that "The Governor in Council may at 
any time~(Interruptions)-provide by order 
that the development contribution imposed 
by this Law shall cea~e to be payable 
"generally". 

Further amendment proposed. . 
Chief Odebiyi: Mr Chairman Sir, I beg 

to oppo·se the amendment, because · it is only 
·the Governor in Council that has the right, 
from the recommendations of . the Regional 
Tax Board, ·to exempt any person from the 
payment of development contribution. It 
may well be that somebody who has been to a 
war theatre has become inca-pacitated. (Inter­
ruptions.). Surely we must have a law here 
which makes it possible for the Governor in 
Council to ask such a person not to pay tax 

· at all. · · 

Further amendment put and negatived. 
·clause 13 as amended, · but not further 

amended, agreed to. 
Cla1fse 14 agreed to. 
Clause 15. 

Chief Odebiyi: I beg to propose the 
following amendment: That inver.ted 
commas be inserted before and after "Part I­
RATES OF TAX CHARGEABLE-under 
Clause 15 (a) of the Bill. 

Amendment put and agreed to. 
Clause 15 as amended agreed to. , 
Clause 16 agreed to. 
First Schedule. 

Chief Odebiyi: · Mr Chairman, Sir, I 
rise to move· the following amendment that 
the word "first'.' which appears before the 
word "Schedule" at the bottom of the Bill 
be deleted. . · 

Question put and agreed to. 

Chief Odebiyi: I beg to ·move the 
following amendments that the following 
particulars be inserted immediately below 
the word "SCHEDULE" . at the .bottom of 

' the Bill: 

Rates of Development contribution 
chargeable. 

For any person chargeable only on an 
assumed minimum income £1 2s 6d. 

For every pound of the chargeable income 
of any other person-6d". 

In moving the Second Reading of the Bill, 
Sir, I had mentioned tha't the provisions of 
the Bill would be effective from 1st of Ap-ril, 
1962. As a result of the amendment, a 
person with a~. assumed minimum income 
of £50 per annum will in addition to income 
tax of £1 17s 6d now be required to pay a· 
development · contribution of £1 2s 6d for 
any year of assessment. Persons whose 
individual total income for any ·year of 
assessment exceeds £50 per ;:tnnum will 'now 
be required to pay an additional 6d on every 
pound of chat:geable income. · · 

By way of comparison, I would like, with 
your permission, to quote the following' 
figures in relation to the ·tax incidence in 
Lagos and the Eastern Region. 

The existing rate, for instance, on an 
assumed income of £700 in . the 'West is 
£22 18s 4d. By this increase, anybody on 
an assumed income of £600 will now pay 
£37 ' l8s 4d, an increase of £15. Anybody 
on ·an assumed income of £800 who today 
pays £32 1s 8d in the West will pay £52 2s 8d. · 
Anybody on an assumed income of £1 ,QOO 
and who now pays £47 1s 8d will pay £72 1s 
8d. Anybody on a-ssumed income of £2,000 
who now pays £217 1s 8d will pay £267 1s 8d. 
Anybody on assumed income of £3,000 who; 
now pays £452 1s 8d will now pay £527 1s 8d: 
Anybody on an assumed income of £4,000 
and who now pays £772 1s 8d will now pay 
£872 1s 8d. 

When these figures are compared with the 
existing taxes payable in the Eastern Region 
and Lagos, you will still find that the existing 
rates in the Western Region are the lowest 
in the Federation. 

Amendment proposed. 

Mr A. T. Rerri (Urhobo West I): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, we are very sorry that this Part 
II has not had a Second Reading, but I think it 
is grossly unfair to bring this at this · time. 
The rates being brought forward, in fact, 
Sir, are most embarrassing. I am not saying 
that we should not pay for 'development, 
but where you have to milk your cow to death 
just because you want milk fatter than the 
cow that produces the milk, then not only 
are you in for trouble but . you are ~lsq 
heading for chaos. 
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Mr Chairman, Sir, the measure, as provided · 
by Part II of this Schedule and as far as the 
low income group is concerned, amounts to 
going back more or less to what we . were a 

·year or two ago, that is, when the flat rate of 
tax was about £3. Perhaps the Action Group 
Government of the Western Region is just 

· seeing the sanity in facing reality instead of 
playing' to the gallery. Now that they have 
seen the light of clay, perhaps the opposition 
to that wouldn't be so serious, although it is 
serious; but to say that after a man had been 
normally charged according to the law of 
the .land, that is, the means approved by 
Parhament as to how to arrive at his proper 
tax, he should also be charged the present 6d 
~n the pound in ·respect of. the chargeable 
mcome rate, is more than unfair-(Interrup­
tions). Well, it cannot be accepted by us on 
behalf of those we represent. For instance 
I didn't quite catch all the figures dictated b; 
the hon. Minister of Finance but it would 
appear that the 6d in the pound in respect of 
Part II is unreasonable and unrealistic. 

Chief Odebiyi: Is it too high or too low? 

Mr Rerri : It is too high. 

Chief Odebiyi: \Ve all are going to suffer 
the thing, including myself! 

Mr Rerri: You will suffer, not me. 
The point I am trying to raise, Mr Chairman, 
is this: If we are going to adopt measures, 
those ·' measures have to be gradual. Now, 
the hon. Minister of Finance is better able 
to apprec,:iate this than anyone else here. 
If we have to find money for development, it is 
only fair that the people should be prcpan!d 
for the changes. · · . , 

The Federal Government has ao.nounced 
joint plans by this Government and other 
Governments of the Federation to impose 
measures which are at the moment affecting 
those whom we are going to tax, and we 
ourselves in this Region are now driving 
these very taxpayers to the other•. end of the 

. tax g~me; so that I do not think, Mr Chair­
man, that the hon. Minister · of Finance 
can defend this present exorbitant ·imposition 
on the people. After all, by the old law the 
actual tax payable was, I think, 9d; then it 
went up to 10d, then 11d in the pound, and 
so on. The present increase of 6d in the 
pound is even more than ·50 p·er cent of the 
starting point, say 9d or 1 Od, as .. was in the 
old case. And besides, the present develop­
ment contribution as was stated earlier, is 
really a double taxation. If Government 
wants to play fair with those who probably 

are not placed to read between the lines 
let it come out with a definite single proposal 
for taxation, instead of asking Mr X to pay 
his normal £22, something on £600, and then 
on the other hand he ticks .off a comfortable 
£15 at the other end. The result.is that the 
taxpayer's burden IS being . excessively 
weighted. · 

. Now, there is. a th.ird angle t() our oppo~i­
twn, and that · IS this. We ha:ve ·been told 
?Y the Minister of. Finance that the present 
mcreases on fuel . for motor vehicles were 
specially requested by the Regional Govern ­
ments. 

Government Bepches: 
\Vestern. Nigeria Goyernment. 

Not the 

Mr Rerri: The West is there.· All of 
you are there. The hon. Minister of Finance 
said "all the Regional Governments" and 
we should have said this: . "This is' your 
~ollective respons~bil.ity". The national plan 
IS ~ur plan, ~~ ~hat If you did something for 
which we c.n~I~lsed YO}t, you have to accept 
the respomabihty. . · · 

How now, Mr Chairman, can we reconcile 
. all this multiplicity of taxes. If they ' are 
graduated, pe'rhaps .the people will take them 
somehow, out ' to precipitate them like the 
Minister of Finance has been . doing since 
the present Session, is 'most embarrassing. 
I am sure that if the Minister of Finance 
leaves this hall and announces this to the 
general public, the first reaction would be 

. that he should resign his seat. 

Chief Odebiyi: Resign for getting mor~ 
mone_y for Go_yernment? (Hear, hear). · 

. Mr Rerri: Mr Chairman, . Sir the 
Opp~sition vehemently oppose tliis in~rease, 
and If I am allowe.d to make a suggestion, 
2d in~te~d of 6d is a more reasonable proposal, 
that 1s,. If anything has to be done at all 2d 
is what should be there. · ' . 

M~ Chairman, Sir, Ibeg t~ oppose. 

Mr P. y. Okwesa (Aboh East): . M.r 
Chairman, Sir, this is a very, very important 
Bill. It is. qnly last year that tax was reduced 
~o a flat rate of £1 17s 6d and 'now, this year, 
If Government has found that it had made 
a mistake in reducing tax last · year, it 
should come to the open and say "We are 
increasing the tax"·. To get the tax in a· 
trickish way is not worthy of any Government 
that calls it~elf a "democratic Govcrf).ment''. · · 

Now, Sir, we agree that people must make 
sacrifices ~or the development of our nation, , 
hut we must not overtax ourselves in contri6u- · 
ting ~or development. This n~me "Develop- · 
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ment Contribution" is deceitful. It is a 
deceitful term. Instead of increasing the 
tax and telling us that this is what has been 

-done, Government calls the other tax "Devel-
' · 6pment Contribution". Why not call all 

"tax". instead of calling one tax and the other 
development contribution? Mr Chairman, 
Sir, this is double taxation. 

Now we must all reason. You have in 
the past suffered from squandermania and 
you are now trying to cover up overnight. 
You must cover up gradually. When you in 
the past squandered the money and enjoyed 
life more abundant we did not enjoy life more 
abundant, and now you want us to suffer by 
introducing . austerity measures . . We have . 
got a part of our saJaries cut arid w~ hiwe lost 
our car basic allowance. Now, while we 
lose our basic allowance the cost of petrol 
and tyres is going up. That is another way 
of increasing tax. 

q~vernment Benches: Go and tell 
Okot.te:...Eboh. . 

Mr Okwesa: You Ministers have huge 
-surpluses every month. You will not suffer 
as much as the ordinary man. You are all 

· rich. . You have different ways · of swelling 
· your pockets every month, so that you must 

be . considerate when introducing a tax 
measure like this. 

· Mr Chairman, Sir, I beg to oppose. 

Chief OdebiYi: Mr Chairman, Sir, when 
the hon. Member for Urhobo West I spoke, 
it, ~ppeared to me that he agreed with the 
principle · of an additional tax in paying for our 
development. He also said, Sir, that this 

· Government, in ·association with other 
Governments of the Federation, is· imposing 
exorbitant taxes on the people. May I say, 
Sir, that <;mt of the twelve million pounds 
accruing from the Federal measures all ·the 
three Regions together are only getting five 
million pounds. ' :The Western Nigeria 
Government is getting 1.5 million po"unds. 
Now, apart from that, Sir, those of· us who 
have the opportunity to serve as Ministers, 
apart from losing £300 from our salaries, we 
are also losing basic car allowance and 
mileage, and I know the average loss to every 
Minister here is tremendous. Over and 
above, that, we ·are going to pay at least an 
increase ofabout £75 on our taxes. 

· M r Adisa : What about accumulated ill­
. gotten gains? 

Chief Odebiyi: The hon. Member fo r 
I bad an South-East Rural spoke of .· people 
who had made ill-gotten gains. It is obvious 

that there are some criminals and cowards 
outside the floor of this House who know 
those who are making ill-gotten money 
and are profiting from them. (Hear, hear) .. 

In any event, I am not a practising barrister, 
and I have not failed to discharge my duty to 
pay my tax if and when I am called \Jpon to 
do so by the Regional Tax lloard. I know, 

_Sir, that it is the self-employed persons, who 
in the past have been evading tax, that will be 
hard hit by, this new measure, because the 
Regional Tax Board will now handle them as · 
effectively as it can. Therefore I support 
the amendment. 

Amendment put. 
The House divided: Ayes 67; Noes 19. 

AYES 
1. Alhaji D. S. Adegbenro 
2. Chief A. Adekeye 
3. Mr Y. Adekunle 
4. MrS. T. Adelegan 
5. Mr I. A. Adelodun 
6. Mr ]. G. Adeniran 
7. Alhaji A. L. Adenekan 
8. Mr S. A. A. Adeniya 
9. Mr A. A. Adesanya 

10. Mr M.A. Adewunmi 
1). Mr }. 0. Adeyemo 
12. Chief A. 0. Adeyi 
13. Mr N. A. Adibi 
14. Mr J, 0. Adigun 
15. Mr ]. E. U . Agbasa 
16. Mr E. Aina 
17. Mr. A. 'Ajibola 
18. Mr L. ·A. Ajumobi 
19. Mr S. A. Akerele 
20. MrS. 0. Akerele 
21. Mr A. 0 .. Akingboye 
22. Chief S. L. Akintola 
23. Oba C. D . Akran 
24. Mr I. 0. Aniyi 
25. Mr R. 0. Areola 
26. Mr B. Ashiru 
27. Mr A. Atie 
28. Mr J. 0. Awopeju 
29. lYir J. E. Babatola 
30. Rev. I. Edeki 
31. Chief G. E Ekwejunor-Etchie 
32. Mr B. G. Ewah . 
33. Chief E. A. A. Fadayiro 
34. Mr 0. Fa5hola 
35. Mr B. 0. Fawehimin 
36. Mr M. A. Fetuga 
37. Mr 0. 0. Gbolahan 
38. Mr M . A. !dodo 
39. Mr J. 0. Kehinde 
40. Mr R. A. Lana 
41. Mr K. S. Y. Momoh 
42. Mr B. 0. Obisesan 
43. Mr J. 0. Odigie 
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44. Chief J. A. 0. Odebiyi 
45. Mr D . Ogundiran 
46: Mr J. A. Ogunmuyiwa 

· 4-7. Mr Y. Ogunleye 
48. Mr E, 0. Oke 
49. Mr S. A. Okeya 
50. Mr B. Olaniya . 
51. Mr I. A. Olukoju 
52. Mr D. K. Olumofin 
53. Mr R. A. Olusa 

· 54. Dr J. 0. Omitowoju 
55. Mr B. E. 0. Osagie .· 
56. Chief J. 0. Osuntokun· 
57. Mr I. A. Ositelu · 

· 58. Mr S. A. Otubanjo 
59. Mr J. 0. Oye 
60. Mr D. A. Popoola 
61. MrS. A. Sanni 
62. ChiefS. 0. Sogbein 

·63. ChiefS. A. Tinubu 
· 64. Mr C. A. Williams 
65. Mr J. A. Odutuga. 

Tellers for Ayes 
66. Alhaji Z. A. Opaleye 
67. MrS. A. Layonu 

NOES 

· 1. Mr A. 'Adisa 
.. 2. Mr W. Aghahowa 

3. Mr J. A. Ajuwon 
4. Mr A. Atohengbe 
5. ·Mr F. Ebubedike 
6. Mr T. E. Igugu 

.. · 7. Mr J. L. Lawai 
8. Mr A. 0. Obadara 
9. lVIr D. E. Okumagba 

10. Mr P. V; Okwesa 
11. Mr C. 0. Olamigoke 

· · 12. Mr J. 0. Omokowajo 
13. Mr G. I. Oviasu 
14. MrS. 0. Oyewole 
15. Mr A. T . Reri-i 
16. Mr J. A. Riemu · 
17. Mr A. S; Somotan 

Tellers for the Noes 
18. Mr E. 0. Imafidon 

· 19. Mr J. 0. Abioshun 

· Amer.dment agreed to. 
Schedule, as amended, agreed to. 
(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair.) 
Bill reported with amendments. 

Motion made, and question proposed- That 
the Bill be read a Third time. (Chief J. A. 0. 
Odebiyi). 

Question put. 
The House Divided: Ayes 64; Noes 20 . 

. , w:JJ. 

1. Alhaji b. S. Adegbenro 
2. Chief A. Adekeye 
3. Mr Y. Adekunle 
4. MrS. T . Adelegan . 
5. Mr LA .. Adelodun 
6. Alhaji A. L. Adenekan 
7. Mr J. G. Adeniran 
8. Mr S. A. Adeniya 
9. Mr A. A. Adesanya 

10. Mr M. A. Adewunmi 
' 11. Mr J. 0. Adeyemo 
12. Chief A. 0. Adeyi 
13. Mr N. A. Adibi 
14. Mr J. 0. Adigun 
15. Mr J. E. U. Agbasa 
16. Mr E. Aina 
17. Mr A. Ajibola 
18. Mr' L. A. Ajumobi 
19. MrS. A. Akerele 
20. MrS. 0. Akerele 

· 21. Mr A. 0. Akingboye 
22. Chief S. L. Akintola 
23 . Oba C. D . Akran 
24. Mr I. 0. Aniyi 
25. Mr R. 0. Areola 
26. Mr B. Ashiru 
27. Mr A. Atie 
28. Mr J. 0. Awopeju 
29. Mr J. E. Babatola . 
30. Rev. I. Edeki · 
31. Chief G . E. Ekwejunot':"Etchie _ 
32. Mr B. G. Ewah ' 

.33. Chief E. A. A. Fadayiro . 
34. Mr B. 0. Fawehinmi ,. 
35. Mr M. A. Fetuga· . 
36. Mr M. A. !dodo; 
37. Mr J. 0. Kehinde · 
38. Mr N. A. B. Kotoye 
39. Mr R. A. Lana. 
40. Mr K. S. Y. Momoh\ ., . 
41. Mr B. 0. Obisesan · 
42. Chief J. A. 0 , Odebiyi · · 
43. Mr J. O .. Odigie--. · .>~ 
44. Mr J. A. Odutuga.. 
45. Mr D. Ogundirafi. ' 1, 

46. Mr J~ A. Ogunniuyiwa.':,'.' 
47. M t,'Y. Ogurtleye: ··· 
48. Mr E. 0. Oke 
49. Mr B. Olaniyan 
50. Mr·:l. A. Olukoju 
51. Mr.D'. K. Olurnofin 
52. Mr R. A. Olusa 
53 . Dr]. 0. Omitqwoju 
54. Mr B. E. 0; Osagie 
55 . Chief J. 0. Osuntokun 
56. Mr I. A. Ositelu 
57. MrS. A. Otubanjo 
58. Mr J. 0. Oye 
59. Mr D. A. Popoola 
60. Mr C. A. Williams 
62. Chief S. 0. Sogbein 

• · t · 
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63. Alhaji Z. A. Opaleye 
64. l\1r S. A. Layonu 

NOES 
1. Mr A. Adisa 
2. Mr W. Agahowa 
3. Mr J. A. Ajuwon 
4. Mr A. Atohengbe 
5. Mr F. Ebubedike 

. 6. Mr T. E. Igugu 
7. Mr C. 0. John 
8. Mr ]. L. Lawai 

· 9. Mr A. 0. Obadara 
10. MI; D. E. Okumagba 
12. Mr P. V. Okwesa · 
13. Mr C. 0. Olamigoke , 
14. Mr]. 0. Omokowajo 
15. Mr G. I. Oviasu 
16. MrS. 0. Oyewole 
17. Mr A. T. Rerri 
18. Mr A. S. Somotan ·. 

Tellers for the Noes 
19. Mr E. 0. Imafidon 
20. ·Mr ]. 0. Abioshun 

Question agreed to. 

+ 

Bill accordingly read a Third time and j)assed. 

1962-63 APPROPRIATION BILL 
SECOND READING 

Adjourned Debate . on the Question (4th 
· Af)ril)-

"That the n·ill be read a Second time". 
Question again propos.ed. 

The . Minister of Local Government 
(Alhaji D. S. Adegbenro): 'Mr Speaker, 
Sir, I rise to say a few words on the 1962-63. 

· Appropriation Bill. · 

· The local government system in this Region. 
is now ten years old and tl)e experience of the 
last few years made it necessary to exarn:ine 
the stn;1cture critically with a view to making 
the necessary reforms which · present day 
circumstances require. This Government 
has always attached great impoitance ·to local 
government because it believes ·; that an 
efficient and sound local government structure 
is the bedrock of any stable government. 
When local government councils were estab­
lished in this Region under the 1952 Local 
Government Law, we ·started with a three-

. tier. system.~ ·namely; ' local councils, rural or 
urban district councils and divisional. 
Now Mr Speaker, almost all local councils 
have been merged into larger and stronger 
district councils with the exception of those 
in Warri and Remo Divisions and the Ikorodu 
District of Ikeja Division: At t~e sumo time, 

divisional councils are fast disappearing, 
thus leading us to a one-tier system of local 
government. It is very desirable for local 
authorities to tap many more resources for 
their revenue because the time has now come 
for local authorities to bear greater respon- · 
sibilities in financing their social se'rvices to 
the communities which they serve. ·(Applause). 

Since the last local elections, m~ny councils ­
have shown evidence of hard work and -· · 
transparent honesty in the discharge of their 
.duties. This is a credit which must go to 
the elected councillors in the various councils 
to which I have refern:~d, and it augurs well 
for the future of local government in this · 
Region. ,The past year has been ~ year of .; 
greater achievements all round. (Int(!_rrup­
tions). Two more councils have been granted 
financial autonomy by the Government and 
many more are on priority list of such awards . . 
For once in the history of local government 
in this Region, and even anywhere in this 
country, women are now given the oppor­
tunity to · participate in the affairs of their 

1 -local councils. (Applause). . 

One hon . . Member for Okitipupa asked 
why the report of th~ last promotion· and 
confirmation examinations for junior staff 

. of Local Authorities have not been published .. · - · 
The answer is that, of a total of 1,171 candi­
dates who took the examination, only seventy- · -
one 'Y'ere successful: ten at promotion level · 
and sixty-one at confirmation level. The 
. effect of this poor result is that a large number '. 

· of the staff of local authorities have to be . 
dismissed; but it was considered that such a ·. 
step might lead to serious shortage of staff : 
in the service of local authorities. Therefore, 
the matter engaged the attention 'of Govern- . 
ment for some time and a decision has now · 

· been taken by Government to the effect that 
only those who failed in all the five subjects of 
the examination should be dismissed while . 
others should be given another chance this . 
year. I am now in a position to publish the · 
result of the exami~ation at an early date. 

The Minister of H·~alth and Social 
Welfare · (Chief J. 0~ Osuntokun): Mr1 

Speaker, Sir, I would like to give a brief 
survey of the activities of my Ministry··in 
reply to the few criticisms levelled against 
~. -

I will start with the Health Division . 
Here, the ·activities during the pasf year have 
been . mainly those of . consolidation. , In ·. 
consonance with the staled desire of the 
Government to improve the health ·services,: 
there has been some re-organisation in the 
administration of the Division. A certain 
·amount of deccntt·alisati.on has taken place 
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so as to secure· more effective supervision of 
all our urban and rural health units . The 
Division ·has been split into three zones, 

, : fttlmely, Iln~j a, Ibadan, and Dtmin; each of 
which is in the cat e of a · Priflcipal Health 
Officer. · ' -

Mr Speaker, Sir, the posting of Medical 
Officers to the rural health centres · represents 
an important advancement in our rural 
health services. In the past. the Medical 
Officer. in charge of a hospital was also 
supposed to supervise the - dispensaries an,.d 
maternity centres in the tnost ·remote parts 
of his area, as well as perform the duties of 
the Medical Officer of Health of the township 
in which his hospital is situated. As a 
"general duty" mediCal officer, he was usually 
overloaded with work in the hospital, with 
the result that the supervision of rural areas 
and health services generally was not as 
good as we wished. With the _ appointment 
of rural medical officers and a few urban 
medical officers of health, ' the position has 
now greatly improved. 

· Whilst on this question of reorganisation, 
Sir, it is pertinent to mention that many 
local governm_ent councils which are in receipt 
of grants from the Regional Government in 
respect of their medical units have not been 
maintaining ·· these units to · the standard 
required by my Ministry. In some dispen­
saries, the most essential drugs are lacking 
and some units ·are not adequately staffed. 
Because'· of this, it has been necessary to 

_require each district council to submit its 
application for grants through. the appropriate 
Principal Health Officer who must certify 
that the services have . been satisfactorily 
rendered. With these changes, it is hoped 

· that our people in the rural areas will derive 
the maximum benefit from the funds which 
the local government councils and the 
Regional · Government allocate for their use 
each year. · 

I mentioned last year that the rural health 
centres which were to be built under the 
Special Health Development Programme 
were nearing completion. I am happy to 
say that eight rural health centres are now in 
operation in the Region, and four more are 
due to open very shortly. The remaining 
three are expected to open before the end 
of this year. . . 

It will be appreciated, Mr Speaker, that 
the opening of our units requires a lot of staff. 
In this connection, I am happy to say that 
the new School of H;ygiene and Health 
Auxi1iary Training School have now_ been 
completed and are expected to ope11_ {luring 

this Budget Session. H on. M embers will 
therefore have an opportunity of seeing 
the_ new buildings and something of ~he 
work that is being done in them. It will now 
be possible to increase the output of some 
eadres of §tllfl', A Field Training Centre 
has also been opened at Ishara, arourtd one 
of our Rural Health · Centres, and would be 
more or less run as part anci parcel' of 'the 
Health Auxiliary Trainmg School. .. 

In this part of the world, Sir, the improve­
ment of environmental sanitation is an uphill 
task, but the provision of abundant water· 
supply has always · been given high priority 
by the Government. My Mini~try is ·-
concerned with ensuring that the water · 
supplied to the people. is of good quality. 
The examination of water samples, wni~h '­
was formerly carried out with the assistance · 
of the Chemistry Division of the Federal 
Ministry of Health, has been completely 
taken over by my Ministry. The Govern­
ment has decided to build a Public Health 
Laboratory which will have a Chemistry 
Division . charged with the examination of · 
water supplies. A sum of £27,500 has been 
earmarked for the erection of this laboratory. 

· Mr Speaker, Sir, the Government also 
has plans for a rehabilitation scheme to cater 
for the welfare of the disabled. It is felt 
that any ,money _spent on .rehabilitation _ 
which will enable 'the . disabled-to earn their · 
own living and return to society is money 
well spent. The scheme is expected to be 
carried out in stages, and Government _ has 
earmarked the sum of £20,000 for the first 
phase of this schetpe. This first phase will 
al.Iow something to be done for those who 
have lost limbs ·in motor accidents or are 
otherwise physically maimed. 

The fight against endemic diseases conti­
nues. I am happy to say, )VIr Speaker, Sir, 
that, the small-pox epidemic which was 
expected this year has so far not materialised. 
This provides some evidence of the work 
that has been carried out by the M edical 
Field Units and the Government specii:tl 
vaccination teams which have been working 
along the borders of this Region. During 
this year, my Ministry, in concert with the 
Ministries of Health in the other parts of the 
Federation, will consider plans for the total 
eradication of the disease by the use of an 
improved type of vaccine and a more inten­
sive campaign. 

The campaign against yaws, Sir, has 
reached · its final stages. With your permis­
sion, M r Speaker, Sir, I would at this stage 
like to express my appreciation · of the co-:­
·operation:-of many local government councils _ 
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which have agreed to appoint health scouts, 
formerly known as Yaws Scouts, so as to 

··help with the integration phase. It should 
now be made plain to all that. when the 
World · Health Organisation officials leave 
us, the work must be taken over completely 
by our own staff. These health scouts 
therefore have an important part to play in 
ensuring that · a recrudescence of the dise\l5e 
does not occur. The health scouts have 

·also proved of value .in the fight against 
small-pox. The fact that many l9cal govern­
m ent .councils have agreed . to pool their 
resources and allow their health scouts to 
operate as a team augurs well for the future . . 

The Leprosy Service, Sir, is expected to 
expand considerably during the year. ~ It is 
now proposed that every local government 
council's dispensary and · every hospital: in 
the Region should open "treatment centres for 
the use of the leprosy patients in their areas. 
The specialised staff of the Leprosy Service 
will be responsible for the supervision of all 
these treatment centres; it is hoped that, by 
so doing, a much greater number of leprosy 
cases will be brought unaer treatment. The 
Ossiomo Leper Settlement, the only one in 
the whole Region and also in the whole 
Federation, is going to be expanded. I am 
personally very anxious to see that a large 
segment of the Leprosy Service should ·. be 
manned by indigenous officers. I am always 
ready to encourage the promotion of Nigerians 
to the senior segment when they are available. 

Turning now to the , 'Medical Division, 
I am proud to announce, $_ir, that in the year 
1961 -62, we · have not ''!,only maintained 
existing medical facilities but also carried out 

1 
~OJ?C expansion. 

.· Mr Speaker, Sir, one of the five new 
hospitals to which I referred in my last 
budge~ speech has now • been . completed. 
I t is ' the one located at Uromi and it will 

· open;· other ~hings being equal, very shortly. 
It is expected that the other four at Asaba, 
lgbettJ, Ibiade and. Ife, ·will be completed and 
opened during the 1962-63 year. 

' - ~~ •. 

In additiof! to these, · Sir, it is · proposed to 
· .implement a · number of projectl'; apart from 

contin,uing projects this year as follows: 
(i) M~ Operating Theatre and X-ray 

Block_ for the standard t ype hospital, lie; 
· (ii) One A 3, 6 D 2, and C 3 quarters for 
Ossiomo Leper Settlement; 

(iii) Standard type hospital for Isoko; 
· (iv) ~dndard type hospital for K pakiama 

· in Western Ijaw; · · . 

(v) Maternity Centres in Irrua- Ewu. 
District. of I shan Division; · 

(vi) Maternity. Centres at . Ikokon and, 
Okaigben in South-East I shan Division; 

(vii) Cottage hospital for Agenebode; · 
(viii) Cottage hospital for lvbiosakon; 
(ix) Cottage hospital for Ekpoma; · 
(x) Public Health Laboratory, lbadan; 
(xi) A 30-bed ward for Abeokuta; 
(xii) Development of Wesley , Guild 

Hospital, Ilesha; 
(xiii) The take-over of Akoko . General 

Hospital by the Government, Capital 
Expenditure £35,870; Recurrent Expend-

. iture £16,000; . · ' 
(xiv) A 30-bed ward for. Ondo General 

Hospital; ' 
(xv) Improvement of Anglican Maternity ·. 

Hospital, Ado-Ekiti; 1 

(xvi) Improvement of Roman Catholic 
Mission Maternity Hospital, Oke Offa, -· 
Ibadan; · ' 

(xvii) Maternity Centres at Iloro, 
Okemesi, Ajagba, Igbo-Egunrin and one 
dispensary at Eporo; · ' 

(xviii) Cottage hospital at Ede; 
(xix) Industrial Rehabilitation Centres. 

To provide the much-needed accommoda­
tion for the ever-growing number of patients 
seeking treatment, the Jericho Nursing Home'· 
has been extended; a new maternity unit and 
out-patient block as well as residential quarters 
for the Medical Officer and his Nursing Staff 
have been built. Despite acute shortage of 
medical officers, our medical services continue : 
to be maintained to the satisfaction of the , 
people. It must be pointed out, Sir, that this 
could not have been achieved if the available 
medical officers were not prepared to . wor~ · 
under severe strain. Some of these officers 
have had to foregq vacation leaves due to lack 
of reliefs. Efforts are however being made, 
Sir, to fill the existing vacancies and, as a first 
step in this direction, an indent for fifte'en 
more medical ·officers was recently lodged 
with the Public Service Commission. ' 

Mr Speaker, Sir, my Ministry is pursuing ·· 
the training of doctors and nurses with the : . 
usual vigour. Ten doctors were sent during: 
the year to the United Kingdom under our 
in-service training ~cheme to obtain · Lu)', ..... ,.., . 

qualifications in the different branches 
medicine. Four N ursing Sisteri are 
training .~broad to qualify as Sister 

' 

. To improve the lot of the sick, Mr 
Sir , my Ministry proposes to make 
in· · all the provincial hospitals 
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'in surgery, medicine, midwifery and 
specialities. · . 

[, J)ir Speaker, Sir, l now propose to say 
;something about':""'" . · . 

Meanwhile, the dental surgeons and their 
staff will continue their extensive tours in 
order to provide dental facilities for towns 
and villages which are far away from dental ' 
centres, Our school dental services con- ' 
tinue to reeeive rwior!ty attentf{}h. . More 

Mr Speaker, Sir, on point 

.. 'Mr Speaker: V.'"'ktt Ordet:? 

Mr Oviasu: Order 68 (b}--{1).· This is 
the Second Reading of the Appropriation 
Bill. The Order says: 

"After the Motion. for the Second · 
Reading of a Bill has been made and 
seconded, the debate thereon shall be 
adjourned for not less than two days 
and when resumed shall be confined to the 
financial and economic state of Western 
Nigeria and the Western Nig~ria Govern-. 
mer.t's financial policy", and so on and 
so forth. 

· dental hygienists have qualified and are now 
rendering very invaluable services by giving 
lectures and demonstrations on oral hygiene 
and dental health to iehool. chil.dt;en.. in. 
addition to the routir-e detr..ai ins-pec:tion 
and treatment. It is gratifying to say also 
that the Public Health Division of my Mini~ try 
during school medical inspe.ctions refer all, 
"discovered", dental cases to dental centres 
for treatment . . 

Mt Speaker, Sir, I submit that what the 
hon. Minister of Health is reading is what he 
prepared to meet the demand for the debate 
under the Governor's Speech from the 
Throne ~nd that the Speech is in no way 
connected with th6 financial policy of Western 
Nigeria; and so it is ·irrelevant to the issue. 

. Mr Speaker: When I heard the Minister 
of.Health read, I noticed that he mentioned 
hospitals, dispensaries, maternities and costs 
as affecting the Government for the building 
of new ones or for running them or expanding 
the whole facilities. I believe that these are 
relevant really to the subject. · 

Chief Osuntokun: The Member for 
Benin is just trying to embarrass me. I am 
here, and he has forgotten that I am an old 
hog in this House. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I now propose to say 
something· about the Dental Division of my 
Ministry. In this Division, substantial 
progress was made during the year. All 
but one of our dental centres ·· remained open 
due to improvement in the recruitment of 
dental surgeons. 

I am happy to say, Sir, that with the 
opening of a dental centre at Ikeja, we have 
achieved our obje,ctive of providing, initially, 
one dental centre for each · provinc~. The 
treatmtSnt of the high incidence of dental 
diseases, the need for propagation of dental 
education, and the essential service of dental 
care of our' school children, definitely require ­
more than a dental centre in each Province! 
After . consolidating the achievement so far 
made, we · shall proceed to provide more 
dental education amenities. 

... ~ ·. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the most prevalent dentaL 
disease in Western Region is PERI 0-
DONT AL disease. My Ministry had 
approached the World Health Orga.nisation 
to send out experts to carry out research into 
the aetiology and means of controlling it. A 
short preliminary survey has been made hy 
the Organisation. The Organisation is 
expected to follow this up by sending out a 
team of Allied Scientists to carry ·out 
complete investigation. 

If I may, M.r Speaker, turn .. to . another 
important Division o( my Ministry, the 
Welfare Division, . hon. Members will be 
pleased to learn that an in1mense progress has 
been made in our statutory function of re- . 
claiming the delinquent and the maladjusted 
children back into society through the use of 
the Ju•renile Courts, , the Remand Homes, 
the Approved Schools and the Probation 
System. 

So far, Remand Homes, functioning ·in 
conjunction with the Juvenile Courts, have 
been established at Ibadan, Abeokuta, Ikeja, 
ljebu-Ode, Sapele and Warri. Although 
Benin-City has a Juvenile Court, it has rto 
Remand Home. This will be looked into 
next year. Benin-City is only thirty-three 

. miles 'from Sapele and Sapele is only thirty 
miles from Warri. 

Mr Speaker, Sit, one thousand, one 
hundred and twelve children appeared in the 
juvenile courts for various criminal . offen~es 
during the year under review. This figure 

. does not show a rise over the number of 
children charged with criminal offences in 
the year before the last. Two things, Mr 
Speaker, Sir, are responsible for this. 

The first one was vigilance in detecting 
cases of children in need of care and ·protec- · 
tion, and the promptness with which such 
cases were disposed of. The importance of . 
this will be appreciated when it is reallsed 
that children in need of care and protection 
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are potential delinquents because invariably 
they live in the streets where they are in the 
midst of the temptation to break the law . 

The second thing is . the effectiveness of 
the Family Vvelfare Services. To substan­
tiate this, during the past year, as many as 
2,367 matrimonial cases were handled in the 
various Welfare Centres in the Region and 
as many as 2,101 of them were reconciled and 
successfully concluded. 6,818 home visits 
were made apd 10,650 interviews were 
conducted. The sum o£ £6,630 17s 11d was 
contributed by the various fathers involved 
and paid out by my Welfare Officers to the 
mothers of the children for whose maintenance 
the contribution orders were made by· the 
Juvenile Courts. Thus it is seen, Sir, that 
the Family Welfare Section t onstitutes the 
preventive to juvenile delinquency. The 
point is that the primary cause of juvenile 
delinquency is right in the home, but when 
the home is stable the chances of the growth 
of juvenile delinquency are greatly reduced. 

' Mr Speaker, Sir,· in: the bid to diversify 
the economy of this Region, many industries 
have b een set up and many more will even­
tually be launched . This is a very good 
thing in itself as well as a sign of growth. 
·But in its wake will be brought certain 
changes in the way of life of our people and 
some disruptions in the family structure. 
This ·Division is aware of this growing 
tendency and is prepared to face the situation 
squately. At a cost of £10,600, an extension 
to the Boy's Approved School Iwo, to 
accommodate fifty more inmates, has just 
been completed. · Also an after ,..care service 
has been established to make the period of 

. rehabilitation that follows the discharge from 
the school smooth for the boys. 

' 
. This Division, Mr Speaker, Sir, is also 
responsible for promoting the well-being 
of the blind through proper training and 
making them useful citizens in our com­
munity. In pursuance of this, Sir, many 

·:· blind men have been trained in the F arm craft 
Centre, Ikeja, at the expense of this Govern­
ment. , 'ro follow up their training there is 
an After-care Officer whose main duty it is to 
rehabilitate the trained blind men, visit them 
regularly and · offer them inspiration and 
guidance. Het also helps to recruit other 
blin.d men for training. I am also looking 
into the possibility of offering G overnment 
help to t:be Orphanages organised by Yo1un­
tary ·Agencies in th e Region , th e Blind Farm 
at Ogbomosho and the School for the D eaf 
and Dumb at Ibadan .. 

I cannot, Mr Speaker, conclude . · this\ 
~ummary of the activities of my MinistrY,' 
without reference to "the work being dqne by 
the Western Region Sports Council. Hon. 
Members had before them, at a previous 
meeting of the Legislature, the Second Annual 
Report of the Council. · This Report . covers 
the year 1961 -62 and contains elaborate. plan~ 
which we intend to implement as soon as 
funds become available. · 

Under its energetic ar>.d enthusiastic 
Chairman, the Sports Council has been far 
from idle. Though the pattern of .the 
council's coaching schemes is still far from 
complete, there has been considerable 
coaching activity throughout the Region 
during the year. Mr Speaker, Sir, in co­
operation with the governing · bpdies. 
concerned, the Council has sponsored 
coaching courses in football, athletics, cricket, 
boxing, · lawn tennis and table tennis. · At . 
these courses we have received assistance · 
from a number of distinguised coaches such : · 
as Mr Hogan Bassey (Boxing), Mr George ' 
Headley (Cricket), Major Grindley (Lawn · 
Tennis), Mr Svenberg (Athletics) and Mr!' 
Alec Brook (Table . 'tennis).'' , However, · I · .. 
personally will not be satisfied until I have 
seen the Council's co~ching schemes firmly, 
established throughout the Region. Arrange­
ments for the appointment of Chief Coaches 

. fo r football and athletics are well advanced 
and I anticipate ·considerable progress during ' 
the next twelve months. 

Mr Sp'eaker, Sir, the Sports Council has 
been vigorously pursuing its policy of assisting 
participation in sports. Three buses have ' 
now been bought. The enthusiasm which 
the availability of these buses has provoked 
in the various sports organisations constitutes 
a great tribute to' the efforts of the Council in 
bringing this policy about. I am, however, 
fully aware that all obstacles to the participa­
tion of ou:r young people in sports have · 
not yet been disposed of. . . 

One outstanding obstacle- particularly 
relating' to our schools-is the high cost ·of 
sports equipment. The Sports Council has 
embarked on a constructive examination of 
the ·situation and I am optimistic that more :: . : 
sports equipment will eventually be brou~ht•'· . 
into ' the Region at a low cost. Another . 
obstacle to the promotion of sports :_ Sir, , :; 
is the apparent · inequity contained iri ' the. 
General Orders ··whereby expatriates tr and• 
\Vest African Officers ,could participate in'· , 
int.ern.ational and inter-reQ'ional 
events mthout loss of ~ed 
p rivilege that is d enied ·the .indigenous. 
civil servants . The Sports · Council ,, has 
made rep resentations to the Head of the Civil 

'<li'J>'h':'ii.lJI'!.:V. 
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Service on this, and I await with interest 
the result of the/epresentations. 

lVIr Speaker, Sir, time ·was \vhen it was 
feared that the Liberty Stadium would be 
hemmed in and its beauty destroyed by 
private b.uildings which were springing up 
in the ·neighbourhood. I am happy to be 
able · to re-assure hon. Members that . the 
situation is well under control. With the 
·Co-operati9n of the lbadan City Council, 
the land adjoining the road leading to the 
Stadium and the 165 acres of land adjacent 
to the Stadium site have all been acquired. 
The latter area is being planned as a National 
Park, a thing which is bound to be not only 
-of lasting beauty but also of permanent 
benefit to the community. 

· Mr Speaker, Sir, now that a layout plan 
for the Stadium site is available, 'it has been 
possible to commission a landscaping plan 
and the Sports Council is looking forward to 
carrying out an intensive planting programme 
of shade and ornamental . trees and shrubs 
during the next rains. 

Last year, Sir, I referred to the Sports 
Council's concern regarding school playing 
fields. The Ibadan Pilot Scheme which has 
been carried out in conjunction with the 
Ministry of \Vorks and Transport has fully 
justified the high hopes we held for it. It 
has been shown that great improvement 
can be made at comparatively low cost; but, 
while the Sports Council hf!S to be dependent 

·on the availability of heavy equipment from 
the Ministry of Works and Transport 

··progress must, of necessity, be slow . . I am 
hoping to receive from the Council, sugges­
tion!1 as to how this remaining difficulty can 
be overcome: 

'fhe Sports Council has been much 
encouraged''by the response of the Divisional 
Councils to the request, made through the 
Ministry of Local Government, that a 
minimum of 16 acres should be made 
available for the Sports Centres proposed for 
each · Provincial Headquarters. While I 
confidently ·anticipate a 100 per cent response 
to this request, it would be invidious to 
name those Divisional . Councils that have 
.already made land available. Suffice . it to 
say that the quick and generous response of 
some of the Councils has been greatly 
a ppre.ciated. 

Finally, Sir, at the request of the Govern­
ment, the Sports Council has re-phased its 
original Five-Year Development Plan for 
the Stadium site and the Provincial Sports 
Centres for completion in three years. A 
sum of £382,350 would be required to carry 

.... ~. 

out the first year's work. Having heard 
something of what the Sports Council has 
achieved from comparatively meagre resour­
ces, I trust that, when the time comes, I shall 

. have the unanimous support of this honour ­
able House to my request for ·financial 
provision for this eminently desirable devel -. -
opment. . , . . 

And, lastly;- the question of illegal traffic­
king in drugs is almost compl~tely under 
control throughout the Region. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, ·I beg to support. 
Sitting suspended at 1.45 p.m. 

Sitting resumed at 10.20 p .m. 

(Mr Deputy Speai{er in the Chair) 

The · Minister of Agriduiture · and 
Natural Resources (Chief A. 0. Adeyi): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, in the cour~e of the debate 
on the 1962-63 Appropriation Bill which my 
worthy colleague, the hon. the Minister of 
Finance, presented to this House last Friday, 
Members made references to various aspects 
of the activities of my Ministry. I wish ,to 
touch on some of these points by way of 
explanation. · 

In making these stat~ments, I wish to say 
that it is my duty to educate and not to add td 
the ignorance evinced in some of the speeches 
delivered in this honourable House. I shall 
therefore present the facts as they are in reply 
to some of the relevant points raised by hon. 
Members from either side of the House. 

The hon. Member for Benin Central 
East suggested on Friday that in order to· 
offset the effect of cocoa recession on this 
Region's revenue, more attention should be 
given to rubber industry in the Midwest by 
intensifying efforts for improving· the skill 
and education of rubber farmers. 

While it is true, Mr Speahr, Sir, that rubber ' 
pric~s have been rilore stable than cocoa prices' 
since 1959, both crops are liable to wide 
price fluctuations. The soil and climatic 
requirements of the two crops are different, 
and the policy of the Ministry is to diversify 
our crop economy and therefore to encourage 
production of b<;>th and other crops. 

The han. Member for Benin Central East 
in his contribution inferred in a' most illogical 
comparison · that the step taken · by the 
Government to improve the price of cocoa 
has failed. And he went on to support this 
theme by the falling of cocoa prices whereas 
those of:rubber have been steady. 

·what one would expect to be examined if 
one was to be reasonable is what accounts for 

· the falling prices of cocoa. In all export, 
produce price is primarily determined by the 
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: factor of supply and demand. I w!ll therefore 
support this statement by the world produc­
tion of cocoa compared with the production 
of Nigeria in the corresponding years: 

1959-1,036,000 long tons 
1960-61-1,149,000 long tons 

. 1961-62-1,172,000 long tons 
:'-:: .• 

Nigeria's Production F.O.B. 

1959-60-155,000 long tons .. . 
1960-61-195,000 long to!ls .. . 
·1961-62-200,000 long tons .. . 

£ 
220 
170 
156 

Prices 
Pro­
duce 

Price 
£ 

160 
155 
100 

Price of cocoa follow in the reverse order of 
prodm:tion of cocoa. . 

What have we done and are we · doir;g to 
improve · condition? . During the First 
Economic Mission of the Federal Government 

·. led by Chief the hon. Okotie-Eboh, we were 
advertising cocoa in those countries behind 
the Iron Curtain. In other words more 
markets are being sought' in order that 
demand may catch up with supply. 
· It is only fair that people of this Region 

should show some gratitude to ·· that crop 
.cocoa which has served us so faithfully, 
to provide for us all and make us what we are 
today. Primary Education; Scholarships, 
Secondary Education, Roads, ·Water, etc., 
are provided by cocoa money. How much 
of this_ is rubber responsible for? Very 
little indeed. Going by the poor judgment 
of the hon. Member, one would see. the 
futility of his argument in that the aggregate 

· revenue from rubber for the five years period 
he quoted is £6.5 million pounds as against 
£19.2 million from cocoa; it is a meagre third · 
of the revenue from cocoa. Moreover the 
hoP.. Member must remember that from 
cocoa this Government has got a ·loan of 
£10 million and a grant of £10 million. 

· There has not been a penny from rubber 
to. this Government. The hori. Member 
continued in his thankless speech by saying 
that Ikpoba Rubber Factory and Uronigbe 
Rubber Planta~ions are mere window dressing. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, Ikpoba Rubber Factory·· 
is a factory· with an authorised capital of 
£400,000. · Uronigbe is a plantation of 

· authorised capital of £750,000. 
Other partnership plantations are at 

Ewohimi, Igueben, Akwukwu and Ubulu-
• Uku. By 31st .March, 196!,, about 5,156 

acres had been planted in these plantations. 
It is proposed that 2,000 acres will be planted 
in each partnership scheme. So far, over 

, · £550,000 has been spent on the~e schemes 

and all these w~th an authorised . capitar 
of . £1.2 million. And he said these . are· 
mere window . dressings, yet all these . a_re. 
in one province. What more, for goodness 
sake, considering the limited · resources 
of the Government, can one expect for 'only: 
one province out of eight provinces? 

The hon. Member alleges that Governn.ent 
has not done anything about peasant rubber. 
farmers. For his information the campaign 
by my Ministry fo_r increasing the quantity. 
and' quality of rubber in the Midwest 
has continued on an . increasing scale, In 
1960, 263,000 glonal rubber seedlings: 
were distributed to farmers in the Midwest:; 
In 1961, 785,000 of such . seedlings "'ere 
dis~ributed. Up to the end of 1961, 34,996 
farmers had been trained in the · correct;: 
methods of tapping and over 10,000 in good . 
processing methods. Ninety-one rubber reha-. 
bilitation plots, covering a total of 637 acres 
were laid down in 1961 in strategic positions: 
to demonstrate to farmers how they should 
replace their. non-productive trees by replant-' 
ing with improved material. · · · ·W. '. 

!!> • 
About 5,000 acres of land have recently'· _-~ ~ 

been, acquired, and work has started for the ~ 1 
development of a rubber research stat'ion at ~ · · ~ 
Iyanomo near Benin . . This station will 
provide information which will be of direct 
use to rubber farmers. 

Moreover, iri his last economic mission 
the· constant demand of the Premier was the 
removal of the fluctuating aspect of rubber · 
prices. And to be specific, I refer Members 
to Chapter 9 of the Report of the Premier's 
Economic Mission. · 

I have said this before and I shall repeat it . 
here. Constructive and informed criticisms 
are very welcome; criticisms based on half . 
truths, no truths and false promises do not do . 
the.hon. Member any credit. To his suppor,.. , . 
ters, he is incompetent and not fit to' 
represent them. 

·' The hon. Member for Benin Central , 
East would also want · Government to look 
for ways and means of improving the tiffiber 
industry in the Midwest. Mr Speaker, Sir; 
I 3uspect the hori.'Member opposite is not 
familiar with that industry about which he 
had spoken. For his information, Sir; I 
am happy to be able to inform him that my 
Ministry found the way to improve timber 
years ago, and in fact we . are ··doing our 
utmost to ensure that the present high 
standard of efficiency in the timber industry 
is maintained. ·, 

Efficiency in the timber industry in the · 
Midwest area is high. The high forest of 
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. the area is being actively exploited under 

licence. Exploitation is highly mechanised 
over the larger .areas. Increasing number of 
tree species is being put on the market, 
resulting in greater revenue to the · local 
government councils. There is organised 
research to' find the most suitable use for trees 
which are at present considered worthless. 
The largest timber · industry in an adminis­
trative unit in any country of·West Africa is 
in the Midwest Area. Messrs A.T.&P. 
(Nigeria) Limited have the largest plywood 
and sawmill in Africa and this is sited at 
Sapele. This company has added block 
board to its production. · There are, as the 
hon. Member weli knows, a number of other 
fair sized sawmills owned by Africans 'as well 
as expatriates firms in the area. 

The Member for Ede-Ejigbo raised a 
fundamental problem for which I would · 
·seek . the co-operation of all hon. Members.' 
He said th~t youngsters do not wish 'to take , 
to agriculture because "it is laborious", to 
use his own words. If the hon. Member is a 
,teacher, I think he would be in a very good 
position to teach his boys and girls the 
dignity of labour. Farming as it is practised 
in our farm settlements is labour without 
tears, more profit and higher production. 
Settlers are taught how to mix ·fertilisers, 
poultry and animal feeds, insecticides, etc. 
The hon. Member should realise that a 
farmer is a farmer anywhere in the world. 
We would not want to breed a new class that 
would look down with scorn· and disdain 
upon their ancestors. In .. regard to the 
payment to settlers, the hon. Member must 
realise that it would not be wise to create 
more· problems for ourselves than we can 
solve. There are similar schemes elsewhere 
under identical conditions where payments 
are much poorer than here. 

I thank the hon. Member for his observa­
tion on our efforts in the Forestry Division. 
We realise the economic advantages derivable 
from forestry and we woul<;i leave no stone 
unturned till we shall be able to · reap the 
maximum benefit from our forest reserves. 

The hon. Member for Ede-Ejigbo North 
also w:mted, in addition to all that Govern­
ment is at present doing to improve forests 
in this Region for the most economic ex­
ploitation, an, Act of Parliament to prohibit 
the annual wu_tine of bush burning in the 
Region. It is gratifying - to note in this 
connection, Mr Speaker, Sir, that the devas­
tating effects of fierce annual fires are being 
noticed by citizens of this Region. Large 
tracts of good forest have in the past been 

destroyed by fires. The hon. Member will 
however be delighted to know that there is 
pr<?vision in the Forestry Law prohibiting the 
lighting of fires and burning .of forests 
within the Forestry Division and recorded 
fire offences are few. For various reasons, 
it is difficult in Tropical Africa to· prohibit 
burning. In order to minimise the effect of · 
late burning, the Forestry Division itself 
conducts early burning of the savanna areas 
in the forest estate. Research has shown 
that this practice has no deleterious effect 
on the established trees. 

There is no provision in the Forest Law 
prohibiting grass burning in areas outside 
-Forest Reserves. This is a matter agitating 
the minds of scentistis, agriculturists and 
foresters and it is proposed to hold a sympo- . 
sium in Kaduna this financial year to consider · 
the problem. The report of the symposium 
would __ enable u_~ decide the practicability of . 
the campaign against burning. . 

I have also noted a request, Mr Speaker, 
Sir, by the hon. Member for Iwo West' II, 
that experts . be provided to undertake an 
intensive soil survey of his constituency as a 
guide to Government when implementi!J-g 
the laudable plans envisaged for the improve­
ment of poultry, livestock, forestry and 
fisheries. . 

In this connection, Sir, I wish to assur6 the 
hon. Member for Iwo West II that a recon­
naissance survey of the Iwo area has alre~dy . 

. been conducted by the staff of the Mini~try 
of Agriculture and Natural Resources and an 
F.A.O. Land Use Survey Team consisting 
of a forester, a soil scientist and an ecologist 
arrived in the country in June 1961 ~ and is · 
carrying out an extensive survey of the whole 
Region in order to assess the present vegeta­
tion, land use and soil po~entials of the whole 
of the Region. . " · • 

Detailed or semi-detailed surveys to deter­
mine 'the suitability of soils in any locality 
for the cultivation of various crops are carried 
out only in respect of specific projects. Such 
a survey is at present being carried out on 
an extensive scale near Lalupon in Iwo area. 
The hon. Member is assured that the Govern­
ment is adequately guided in respect of the 
soils in Iwo area in the implementation of its 
agricultural improvement programme. 

I appreciate the spirit with which my hon. 
Friend, the Member for lfe-Ila, thought it 
necessary to share with my Ministry, his 
experience ·in the- Tiv Division of the 
Northern Region. Towards the end of 
overcoming the . effect of the existing cocoa 
recession the hon. Member has advised that 
Government should introduce Beniseed as a 
new crop to the farmers of this Region. 
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May 'I say, Sir, in acknowledging this speeded up and the first set of settlers are 

advice that beniseed is a crop more suited to expected to take up residence in January 1963 .. 
drier areas and it could not be grown success- Both poultry and pig enterprises are among 
fully in the cocoa growing areas. It requires the farm enterprises proposed for the settle­
dry weather during harvesting, or losses ment. Work at Oshpgbo Farm Settlement is 

. can be heavy. Returns per. acre are low. proceeding according to plan. In regard to· · 
~A good yield of beniseed is 400 lbs per piggery and poultry keeping we are" making 
- acre, and this would · never be worth much use of the best result of scientific research and 
more than £10. Over most of Western wherever s.uch results are applicable we shall 
Nigeria, maize is a more profitable crop and · use them. 
farmers would prefer .to grow it. However, Mr Speal~cr, Sir, in all the various references · 
the Ministry proposes to grow some this to the Farm Settlement Scheme, an bon .' 
year on Moor Plantation to see what improve- Member opposite stands out as a conspicuous 
ments are required to improve yield. It will exception. ·while most Members saw in 
not however.encourage farmers. to grow unless this scheme a sure ray of hope arid prosperity 
it is satisfied that it will benefit them. for the youth and entire people of this Region, 

Honourable C. A. Williams (Epe South) · the hon. ·Member for Aboh East considered 
complained that much has not been done in that Government seems to be creating .. 
the field of fishing industry. In my Ministry, more problems than _ it solves by estab­
we already have a sea-going fishing boat, lishing farm settlements, his argument' 
ap.d another one will be re~dy in June. The being that when Government acquires land 
Fisheries Division of my Ministry is en- "usually compulsory" from loql farmers for 1 
couraging the establishment of fish ponds all establishing farm settlements, ·farmers so · .- . 
over the Region. We are doing this with two . ejecte~ would naturally spend all the compen- ;. : · } -
obj ective~ in mind- the nutrient value of · sation money received from Government in a · 
fish and the economic prospect of such 'short time and thereafter would begin" to 
industry.· ·- · roam about asjoh-seekers for whom Govern- : 

Hon. Members made various references to ment has no work; and he concluded that' a 
the Farm Settlement Scheme operated by my more tealistic thing to do thaU: the farin 
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. Ministry. Mr Speaker, Sir, this is indeed ari settlement would be for Government to . 
·evidence that the Farm Settlement Scheme concentrate on. teaching rrnodern farming 
has begun to have very salutary impact on the . techniques to these local farmers instead of 
people of this Region. It is gratifying that a depriving them of their land. 1 

scheme such as this, which the government Mr Speaker, Sir, I consider thi5 to be 
has launched as one of its ayenues for pros- nothing but the voice of an apostle of despair. 
perity, has grown so popular even with the I disagree with !he hon. Member that people 
Members opposite. The hon. Member for whose land has been acquired for the estab­
Benin Central too asked that more farm lishment of a farm settlement roam about as 
settlements should be established in the job-seekers. Firstly, Government , does not 
Midwest. I take it, Sir, that hon. Imafidon acquire any piece of land that has not been 
is not yet aware of hbw well the Midwest is voluntarily offered by the local communitv. 
already being served with farril settlements. Secondly, people so afTected are paid compe~­
Of the thirteen settlements started in the sation for their economic crops and are helped 
Region in 1960, three are in the Midwest at to establish themselves on their land with the 
Utagba-Uno ·(Aboh Division), Ekpoma (Isha~ compensation they receive and by the 
Division).and Mbiri (Asaba Division). Also provision of improved planting materials and 
of the five farm institutes established, two the free offer ·of technical advice in the 
are in the Midwest at Asaba Division and establishment of new farms. I also wish-to 
Agbad_u (Urhobo Division). Of the fourteeu state that Government has expanded - its 
new settlements being investigated against Agricultural Extension Services Division in 
1963, three are being sited in the Midwest in order to intensify extension activities with the· 
Benin Division, Urhobo Division and generality of farmers all over the Region. · ; , .!f. . , 
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Afenmai Division. · Mr Speaker, Sir, the popularity of . the , 
. The hon. Member for Oshogbo South-East farm settlements in the Region has earned · ~ : 
· Urban also referred to the proposed Oshogbo me an "Easter present" of ·a fertile parcel of ·• · 

Farm Settlenient and requested that m v land in lfe-Ilia for the establishment o£ a farin. • 
').!J!]Ustry sh ould speed U? V>orl: on th;s ·s.ett\ement. I am grateful to the_ h on. - ~ ," ... 
settlement; and also pleaded for th e inclusion 1\1~n:b~r fo r Ife-Illa for this declaration, but 1;.,· ·• ;·· 
of pig rearing and poultry keepin g in the th1s 1s mdeed a surprise of a gift when it is : ~·; ~- :"' 
activities of the settlement when cstabli$hed. revealed that considerable time had ·been · ·· · 
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spent in lool~ing for suitable land in, the 'whole 
of Ife Division but without success. My 
professional officers will however, be glad to 
investigate the suitability of the new offer 
being made by the hon. Member. 
't-. t 

· The Government through this Ministry 
is doing all that is humanly possible to 
diversify the ·economy of this Region by 
introducing new crops. We would, however 
like . to advise Members to encourage farmers 
to make use of the Officers of the Agricultural 
Extension Services Divisions. These officers 
are there for their use. As a matter of fact a 
farmer does not have to cover more than five 
miles to reach an Agricultural Officer. In 
the efforts made by Government to attract 
our young school leavers to the. farm settle­
ments, I agree, Mr Speaker Sir, with the v~ew 
expressed by the hon. Member for Ede­
Ejigbo North constituency that all prejudices 
continue , to militate against tlie general 
·acceptance of a career in agriculture by our 
youngsters. That is the main reason why 
Government has been paying increasing 
attention to agriculture with a view to making 
it a more attractive and satisfying occupation. 
All the points raised by the hon. Member are 

·taken into consideration in the planning and 
execution of the Farm Settlement Scheme, 
and expert advice is _being given by a team 
of F.A.O. specialists. 
' l 

I thank the hon. Member for Ekiti South 
East I for his kind words. It is my hope that 
all Members will co-operate in our "eat and 
drink more cocoa" campaign. 

I t 

The Member for Ibadan South-East Rural 
. has made a number of remarks. It is obvious 

Sir, that the 'hon. Member w.as not himself 
when he was making his contribution. It 
appears he is a most confused man. He made 

. the following points:-

(1) Downward trend in the price of 
· cocoa; 

(2) The Action Group Government's 
economic doctrine and political belief; and 

(3). How the Government spent money. 

·Let us take 1961-62 season' for example. 
Out of a , world production of cocoa of 
1,172,000 long tons, Nigeria produced 195,000 
long tons, how on earth could Nigeria 
influence such a formidable market? If it was 
argued that Ghana influenced the market with 
her400,000 tons, everyone would readily agree. 

,, .Secondly, Nigeria has taken the lead in 
making it possible for the cocoa producing 
countries to get together to ~:;olve the problems 
o.f falling prices. · 

The hon. Member went on to argue that 
£14 million was given to the Action Group· 
Government to cushion the price of .cocoa. 
He has got his facts wrong, Sir .. 

Assnming that the Board has . money to 
cushion the price of cocoa, is it a ·prudent 
economic policy to exhaust all that is in the 
kitty? If that is , the type of economic 
doctrine of the Mabolaje . or NCNC, or 
whatever party he represents, then he would 
not get any following in this Region. In 
actual fact, it may be necessary· to let you 
know, Mr Speaker, Sir, how much has been 
spent by way of sub~idy to cocoa price: 

In 1955-56 subsidy to cocoa was £4.0 
million. 

_ In 1956-57 subsidy to cocoa was £1.5 
million. 

In 1960-61 subsidy to cocoa was 
£2,687,000. 

Total subsidy up to date is over £8.2 millio~1. 

· And then the .hon. Member went on 
- canvassing for votes for the NCNC by saying 
that the formation of "Cocoa Producers" 
Alliance" was due to the instrumentality 
of the Federal Government. If that was so, 
there could be nothing wrong with that 
because cocoa is an export produce; export . 
trade is the responsibility of Federal Govern­
ment. 

Secondly, cocoa accounts for at least 
33 per cent of Nigeria's balance of payment. 
The Federal Go,vernment is only discharging~ 
its constitutional duty and would not claim 
credit for the formation of the Alliance. 
At this juncture, Sir, I inust express regret 
and disappointment at a man who claims to 
be the best constitutional lawyer in the land 

· and who still displays that degree of ignorance 
and poor judgment. (Interruptions . from 
the Opposition Front Bench). , 

I wouldnot~xpect Front Benchers to heckle. ; . . 

In regatd to processing our produce; th~ • 
han. Member sees only one side of the 

·picture; We see all the sides and we shall 
decide when, where and how to process our 
produce. This decision is not unconnected 
with a wise economic policy of the -Govern­
ment of Western Nigeria. (Cheers). 

The hon. Member for Ibadan South­
East Rural is not doing his duty and . I, Sir, 
will see to it that those who voted him into 
this House know about this. He came here to 
make notes of what he was to say and used 
words and figures with little or no regard for 
authenticity. ·For exa.mple, l~e · alleged that 
farmers were not happy with the compulsory 
acquisition of land for farm settlements . 
There is nothing like compulsory acquisition 
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of · land .. for farm settlements. On the 

. contrary, communities give up land willingly 
for the establishment of farm settlements. 

Mr Speaker, Si.r, I wish, here again, to 
reassure hon: Members that· my Ministry 
realises the supreme importance of agricul­
ture in our endeavour to build a really 
prosperou.s Region and is determined not to 
relent its efforts until the agricultural revolu­
tiol;l which has begun in this Region turns 
evt;ry Western Nigerian citizen unto a life of 
abundance. (Applause). · 

The Minister of Information (Chief 
E. A. A. Fadayiro): Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
rise to support the Second Reading of the 
Appropriation Bill the Motion for which was 
ably moved by the hon. Minister of Finance. 

· ,.,. Speaking on th~ Second Reading of the 
Appropriation Bill, Chief Oputa-Otutu, 
Memper for Aboh West, implored this 
Government to lead the way for all the 

·Governments of the Federation to pool 
their resources together' and to have only one 
national television network and one broad­
casting system. The Government of this 
Region agrees with the hon. Member that 
duplication of television services in this 
country is an uncalled-for and expensive 
luxury. It is already pointed· out to the 
Federal Minister of Information the implica­
tions of a duplicative television service of 
the type now proposed by the Federal 
Government. The hon. T. 0. S. Benson 
has said that the new Nigerian Television 
Service will be confined ·to Lagos in the first 
instance, but will be later extended to 
. lbadan and other Regional capitals. He has 
been left ip. no doubt that the establishment 
of a separate Federal network would be a 
duplication of the existing services in the 
Regions. For the new Nigerian Television 

··Service to extend to the regional capitals and 
operate in Lagos, experts estimate that such 
venture would cost approximately forty 
miliion pounds. It is my view that a better 
use could be made .of such a large sum in 
some other more important aspect of our 
national life than investing it in a duplicative 
and competitive service with the regional 
networks. 

The suggestion has therefore been made 
that a single network .system for the whole 
Federation in which the Federal Government 
would make use of the existing regional 
services to project federal activities would 
be considerably cheaper and simpler, as the · 
Federal Government would be allowed 
time to broadcast on agreed terms in each of 

the existing regional television networks. 
Such suggestion had the advantages of 
reduction in capital c..ost involved as well as in . 
recurrent expenditure. Overall cost of mate­
rials will diminish. It would be impossible · 
for film sellers from other p.arts of the world 
to play one Region or Station against the 
other. Technical equipm~nt can be pur- · 
chased from abroad in large quantities 
resulting in an overall reduction of costs. · · 
A central training school could be established, 
competition in staff · recruitment would be 
rationalised, and the entire country could ' 
sponsor a Television Film Industry which 

·Will utilise local materials for films to be used 
not ·only in the television network in the 
country, but also in other television networks 

. abroad. And one important aspect of such 
single system is the strengthening' of our 
sense of national unity. · 

It will also be unfair to the regional 
networks for the new Nigerian Television 
Service to be commercial. It is our belief 
that all the Regional Governments .· are 
opposed .to a federal network of . the type 
proposed by the Federal Minister of Informa­
tion being commercial and competing with 
their own stations. The same applie:. to 
Radio Nigeria. Every Region in the Federa­
tion has made its own contributions directly or 
indirectly 'to the existence of Radio Nigeria 
and also to the newly established but still 
merely experimental Nigerian Television 
Service. It is therefore unfair and unjusti­
fiable for either Radio Nigeria· or the Nigerian 
Televisi<_?n Service to . be made ,to compete 
on a commercial basis with regionally owned 
stations. In principle, a national network of 

· th~ type of Radio Nigeria is welcome but it · 
should be a channel for the diffusion and 
projection of QUr national cultur'e and its 
Home Service should be devoted to the 
careful cultivation of those aspects -in the 
culture .of our diverse peoples that will 
enhance national feeling and outlook. · Such 

· national network should therefore be non­
commercial. 

It should be appreciated that this Region 
has been in business in the television field 
for over two ye·ars and it is only in this 
Region that a television service is being headed 
by a Nigerian and the entire · operation 
carried out by Nigerians. We have already 
gained some measute of experience which we 
are prepared to share with, and if necessary 
place at the disposal of, the other Govern­
ments of the Federation. I will reaffirm 
what we have always stated that Western 
Nigeria will co-operate in finding a basis of 
working harmoniously in the field of broad-

.. 
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[CHIEF FADAYIRo] Government is thinking of employing 
casting generally and that the Region is what is known as "Contractor- Finance" for 
willing and prepared to share its expenence some cf our projects, and in this connection, 
with the rest of the country. We, however, Sapele bridge readily comes to mind. 
believe that the Federal Government should Collection of tolls on this bridge is under 
not have begun a ;eparate television system active consideration by Government. 
of its owh and should not embark on a full- Electricity supply . ..:_ I have earlier said that 
scale television development as now proposed Government's "free interest loan" of £1.3 
wit~ the p~e~ent scanty resources of o.ur millton to the Electricity Corporation of 
natwn. It w!ll also be regarded as unwtse. - Nigeria ·has made. it possible for m<.~ny towns 
by all our fnends. at home and abrc;>ad on. ~ in this Region to have electricity. The E.C.N. 
some of v.:hom thts co~try ~as rehed for , is on the last ~tage of the completion of the 
both techmcal and financtal assistance. first phase of this assignment. 

The Minister . of Works and Transport On Friday ~md Saturday, I think, the hon. 
(Chief. S. 0. Sogbein): I rise to support Premier of Western Nigeria will perform the 
the Second Reading of the 1962-63 Appro- opening ceremonies of electricity ljght at 
priation Bill ably moved by the hon. Minister Owo and Ejigbo. There are communities 
of Finance. This Government is known through which the main electric lines 

~· and reputed throughout the Fede'ration of pass, and we are trying to give these commu­
Nigeria for its progressiveness and lead in nities electricity.· Government is also 
the matter of provision of amenities fer considering the provision of rural electri­
the people whom it has pleased God to put fication. I want to say one thing about this 
under its care. Water, electricity, hospitals rural electrification. It has been found 
and maternity centres, tarred roads, establish- possible thnt in places, either where you have 
ment of industries-we want all these to go a hospital which has been provided with 
round; hence, Government has adopted. generating plants, or · where you have rural 
austerity measures. These are riot palatable water supplies, it may be possible to supply ' 
to swallow but I am happy to note that all these towns with rural electricity. And I am 
Members of this honourable House have happy to say that the plan for Auchi and 
supported these meast,Ires. May I adapt a !shan areas ~s expected to start soon. . .;, . , 
well known verse and say: Water Supply. · In the next financial year 

"Sweet are the uses of 'austerity', Which, 
like the toad, ugly and venomous, Weats 
yet a precious jewel in his head". · (Cheers). 

Roads Development.- Several Members 
have got up and given a list of roads that they 
want tarred in their areas. Roads are divided 
into three categories, namely, A, B, and C. 
Trunk :'A" are Federal roads, while "B" and 
"C" are Re:gi0nal roads. Trunk "B" in 
particular is maintained by the Regional 
Govet'nmentS. ·; In respect of.. Trunk "C" 
roads, which are .. either Provincial or District 
roads, Government gives grants ranging from 
25 per cent to 75 per cent of total current 

·· expenditure on the roads. Therefore, the 
transpo.rt density of roads is put into serious 
consideration .before they could be tarred. 
However, I am happy to reporfthat Govern­
ment has tarred more than 95 per cent of the 
existing Trunk "B" roads and a lot of provin­
cial roads, all totalling 2,180 miles. (Opposition 
Members: Name them). Because of the 
special nature of the soil, roads in the Mid­
west cost more per mile than roads in other 
parts of the Region. The hon . . Member 
should be patient. During "Answers to Oral 
Questions" he will listen to the names of 
those roads tarred in his Division. 

Government is considering the formation of a 
Regional Water Board to deal with our urban 
and rural water supplies. When · the details 
are worked out, bon. Members will have the 
opportunity of debating the Bill. · · 

In my speech on the floor of this 1-}onourable 
House on the 6th of April, 1960, I enunciated . 
Government's policy on urban and rural 
water supplies. I would not like to mention · 
that again, but I would refer you to v:hat I 
said on the 6th of April, 1960. I am happy 
to say that out of that list 42 towns got their 
watervl~:.>rks t'o be either completed or under 
construction. · (Hear, hear). 

Mr Speaker, Sir, we have shortage of 
engineers and technical men. This is very 
difficult to combat, but it is also one of our 
major handicaps, but we hope to overcome 
it iri. the nearest future. 

With these few remarks, I beg to support. 

The Minister of Finance (Chief J.· A. 0. 
Odebiyi): Mr Speaker, Sir, all I ha.ve to 
add is to thank those Members of the Opposi- . 
tion as well as · the Government side of the 
House wh6 have spoken in praise of what 
has been done this year in connection with, 
the Estimates presented before this House. 
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· . I want to say, with all humility, that the 
praise given to me will be passed on to the 
officials who have done quite a good job of 
work on the Estimates this· year. , 

I was a bit taken aback by the statement 
which was made here yesterday by one of 
the Members of the Front B'ench of the 
Opposition, namely, that he is not in favour 
.of Government taking any fiscal measures 
to increase revenqe. I · also ' reminded the 
hon. Gentleman that that statement was at 
v~riance with the pledge and undertaki11g 
g1ven by the · Leader of the Opposition 
when w~ were going to introduce "austerity" 
measures. Fortunately, the hon. Leader of 
the Opposition is here, and the fact that he is 
l?okil)g at me so seriously .is only a confirma- . 
tlon of the fact that I am saying exactly 
what we agreed to. ~ · 

Be th~t as it may, Sir, all I can say by way of 
appeal 1s that all the fiscal measures which 

. have been taken by Government, and which 
have been introduced on th.e floor of this 
House, will ;be supported not only on the 
fl~or of this House, but also outside the 
Ho1,1se. Because it is only an unpatriotic 
Nigerian who will not support Nigeria 
financing the major part of its Development 
Programme from its own internal resources. 
Surely, it is not being suggested by those 
opposed to the fiscal measures being taken 
that we ·should finance our progress by 
borrowing money . from abroad. By doing 
so, Sir, we will be making it difficult for our 
balance of payment position to be improved 
a position which, owing to the boldness and 
courage of, the Federal Government I am . . ' ' 

. qmte sure would .have been reversed when 
Estim_ates are presented next year. 

I did not hesitate to say on the floor of 
this House, when I was introducing my 

·Budget Speech; that we of this Government 
support fully all the measm es which have 

, 
. t 

been taken by. the F ederai Government t~' 
raise additional revenue. I should . have · · 
thought, Sir, that the NCNC . Opposition ·. ~ l 
~ere, who themselves belong to the NCNC1 ·-l ·· ' ­
m the Federal · Parliament, which is an ·, · . ~ 
ally of the NPC and which is running · : _': · 
the Federal Government, ought, by implica.: · .. ;. : 
tion, to subscribe to all . the measures we' . · ~: : 
have taken here to increase our revenue:.­
In any event, Sir, we are quite happy that the· 
sacrifices which we ourselves have made 
have given leadership to our people and we 
hope we shall be supported . by them when 
they are called upon to pay additional taxes. 
by way of development contribution. I do · 
know, Sir, that all patriotic Nigerians will 
frown at anybody who, in this hour of need 
when Nigeria wants to progress and to catch 
up with the other countries of the world is 
opposed to additional revenue being raised .. .' ',. /~, ? 

Finally, Sir, all I can assure ho~ . Membe·r; ; . : ~!' 
is that as long as the Ac~ion G:oup party ~s , ;, :) 
the Government of th1s·· Regwn, we w1ll . · ;.,.:·:· 
leave no stone unturned in ;· taking measures · ~' · · . 
which we consider appropriate and which w~·· . · f ·, 
think will swell our revenue, in order to : · · ' 
advance the progress of our peopie ·and 
improve their well-being. 

Sir, I beg to move (Applause). 

Question put and agreed to. 
I 

Bill accordingly read a Second time 
ordered for Committee of Supply. 

Committee to sit on Monday ne~t. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion made and question proposed, Th~t 
the House do now adJourn (Chief Odebiyi) . 

Question put an,d agreed to. 
Adjourned accordingly at 11.20 p.m .. 

tomorrow Friday, 13th April 1962, 
9.00 a.m: ' ' 

.' 
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WESTERN HOUSE OF 
. ASSEMBLY 

FRIDAY, 13TH APRIL, 1962 

(The House met at 9.35 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the· Chair) 

BUSINESS MOTIONS 

Suspension of Standing Order 4 (3) 

The Leader of the House and Minister · 
of Finance (Chief J. A. 0. Odebjyi): Mr 
Speaker, Sir; I beg to move that Standing 
Order 4 (3) be suspended this day to enable 
the Housy to sit after 12 noon, if necessary. 

· The Minister of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources (Chief A . . 0 . . Adeyi): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 
Question put ··and agreed to. 

Adjournment until Monday 

16th April, 1962 

. Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speake~, Sir, I beg 
to move that at its rising this day the House 
shall adjourn until Monday, 16th April, 1962. 

Chief Adeyi: I beg to second. 

. Question proposed. 
Questi~ put and agreed to. 

Suspension of Standing Order 33 (1). 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, m 
accordance with the' provision in section 72 
of the Standing Orders \vhich stipulates that 
a question, the object or effect of which is to 

· suspend any Standing Order of the House, 
shall be proposed only with the consent of 
Mr Speaker, either after notice has been 
given or after the expression of the assent .of 
the majority of Members present, I propose, 
Sir, to move the suspension of Standing 
'Order 33 (1) which stipulates that subject 
to paragraph (2) of this Standing Order, no 
Member shall be entitled to address the 
House or a Committee of the whole House 
for .. more than thirty minutes on any subject. 
·The Premie'r who is moving · the Motion on 
the proposal for the creation of the Midwest 
State will be .speaking for more than thirty 
minutes. I move that the Standing Order 
be susp(mde9. 

Chi.ef Adeyi: I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 

The Leader of Opposition (Mr R. · A. 
Fani-Kayode): . Mr Speaker, .Sir, I think 
I still have the right of audience. All I am 
asking, Sir, is that the Opposition be given 
the same opportunity ~s the Premier. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I think the situation 
warrants the same privilege being granted to 
the Opposition. If the hon. Premier chooses 
to speak for more than half an hour, ·surely .. ~ 
you should giv~ us the opportunity of making 
cogent replies to his statements. It will be 
futile for any of us, Sir, especially myself, 
leading the Opposition, to answer .a very 
learned man like the hon. Premier iri a 
shorter time. I know he is learned and 

· that one day he may go back to the bar. He 
might achieve a Queen's Counsel status . ·· 
(Cheers and interruptions). What I ~rri 
asking for, Mr Speaker, is the same ·oppor­
tunity to speak longer than half an hour. 

Mr G. I. Oviasu: I would like to .asso­
ciate myself with the views expressed by the 
Leader of the Opposition. (Interruptions). 
It is not necessary that Membersin the Front 
Bench should continue to heckle. · 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, if the 
Mover of the Amendment is considered as the 
Mover of ah original Motion under Standing 
Order 33 (2), the Mover of the Amendt:p.ent 
can speak for · more than forty-five minutes. 

Mr Speaker: Order! Order! In this 
connection, therefore, I should like to say 
this, that if it is the wish of the House that 
any Member should speak for longer than 
the stipulated time, I can assure you that 
the chair will not disallow it. (Applause). · 

. Question put and agrer.d to. 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

ESTABLISHl.VlENT OF 
A FOURTH REGION 

.; .· . 

The Premier (Chief S. L. Akintohi): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, the Motion wli.ich I have to 
introduce this morning is a very important one. · 
It is important because it relates to an issue 
on which a number of vital events depend. 
No subject cou.id either be more historic in 
its implications or more far-reaching in its 
conception. The Motion is import~nt for 
at least two reasons: first because it touches 
the very foundations upon which this young· 
and promising .nation· was so ·recently built, 
and, secondly, because it has serious impli­
cations for our reputation us a·free and demo­
cratic people on the continent of Africa·. It 
is a Motion with a tremendous impact upon 
the internal unity and social cohesion of 
Nigeria. It has . a bearing upon the political 

.· 
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solidarity of the Nation. Its acceptance will 
no doubt enhance the international status 
which only oneness of.purpose and reciprocal 
goodwill among the various units comprising 
the Federation of Nigeria could guarantee. 

In response ·to the request of the Federal 
Pailiament and in exercise of the rights of 
this honourable House under section 4 (3) 
(b) of the Constitution of the Federation of 
Nigeria, Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move-

~'That this House disapproves and rejects 
the so-called proposal purporting to have 
been approved by resoiution of each House 
of Parliament for an alteration to section 3 
of the Constitution of the Federation of 
Nigeria for the . purpose of establishing a 
Fourth Region within the Federation of 
Nigeria consisting territorially of Benin 

· Province in Western Nigeria including 
Akoko-Eclo . District in Afenmai Division, 
and Delta Province in Western Nigeria 
including Warri Division and \Varri Urban 

· .Township area, and disputes the right of 
the Federation after any purported approval 
of the so-called proposal by each' legislative 
House of Eastern Nigeria and Northern 
Nigeria, to provide for such an alteration to 
section 3 of the said Constitution, except 
strictly in accordance with the provisions of 
section 4 thereof". 

I like to remind honourable Members of 
the social contract-the bond of brotherhood 
and the solemn obligation of common citizen­
ship-which binds together the .peoples of 
this great nation . . Not so long ago, the various 
communities in the country, through their 
accredited representatives, signified their 
desire for a united country under a Federal 
arrangement. I should like to crave the 
indulgence of this · honourable House in 
recalling some of· the most important prin­
ciples inherent in the acceptance of a federal 
form of Government by any ·nation. The 

· principles to which I will refer are by no 
means new. They are, indeed, to be found 
in the pronouncements of such eminent 
political thinkers as John Stuart Mill, Walter 
Bagehot and K. C. Wheare. It is essential to · 
bear these important and lofty principles in 
mind if it is our intention to preserve and 
strengthen the unity of the nation, and the 
solidarity of her peoples. 

A federal f~rm of Government requires the 
co-existence of several national or ethnic 
characteristics. One of the major problems 
to which statesmen should address themselves 
is the important task of harmonising the con~ 
flicting interests of different units within a 
federal framework. Divergent interests and 

varying circumstances there must be, in 
terms of economic . problems, defence needs 
and religious inclinations. It is the business · 
of th,e citizens to face these problems squarely 
in a deliberate and rational manner. In 
harmonising and reconciling the cli~ergences, 
the interest of all must be considered indivi­
dually, as well as collectively. A lasting 
solution to the problem 6f diversity, cannot be 
fmmcl in an attempt to suppress or thwart the 
will of one unit or the other. A Federal 
Constitution, therefore, is an experiment in 
political compromises. 

I move now to the second essential pre­
requisite · for the successful operation of a 
federal form of government. John Stuart 
M..ill, the eminent British political thinker of 
the nineteenth century t.o whom I have refer­
reel earlier, put it in the following words:-

"In a federation, there should , not be 
any one state so much · more powerful 
than the rest as to be capable of Vying in 
strength with many of them combined. 
If there be such a one, and only one, it will 
insist on being master of the joint delibera­
tions; If there be two, , they will be 
irresistible when they agree; and whenever 
they differ everything will be decided by 

· a struggle for ascendancy between two 
great rivals". 

Here then is one of the most important 
principles in a federation. The size of the 
units in area and in population is of prime 
import,ance. For a successful operation of 
a federal constitution, there must be some 
reasonable balance which will ensure that 
all the units within the federal framework 
can maintain their independence within the 
sphere allotted · to them, and that no one 
state can dominate all the others put togethe'r. 
In other words, an ideal federal Club is not a · 
society-of giants and midgets. It is, therefor~; 
essential for the efficient working of a federal 
government that no unit within it shall be 
too large and equally none too. small. · 

The way the issue of the creation of the 
Midwest State has been handled hitherto 
does not show that those at the helm of 
affairs are being guided by either of the two 
principles which have been acknowledged as' 
fundamental to the successful operation of a 
federal constitution. Was the Federal Motion, 
passed recently on the creation of a Midwest 
State, based on political compromises? Was 
it based upon the principle of an adjustment 
of the relative sizes of the various units 
of the Federation? It is not· the · latter: 
because the effect of the proposal is to make 
more -absurd a situation which is already 
sufficiently absurd. One unit, that is, Northern 
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Nigeria, is, at present, bigger than the other 
two--that is, the East and West put together. 
Now it· is proposed that the smallest unit, 
that is, Western Nigeria, should be div.ided 
into two. If this was done, there would 
be four. units in the Federation of which 
one would become larger than aU the other 
three combined. Is this fair? (Interrup­
tions). Is it . equitable? It does not seek to 
remove the existing imbalance which lends the 
colour of abnormality to the Federation. 
If anything, it ensures perpetual domination 
of the other units put together, by the 
largest one. 

May I repeat, · the major defect in the 
Nigerian Constitution is the obvious imbal­
ance between the largest unit in the 
Federation and the other , two units put 
together. The Federal Motion has done 
nothing to remove this o.bvious defect. 
To that extent has the Motion proved 
itself unnecessary and unacceptable as it 
further violates a cardinal principle of 
federalism. The Federal Motion deserves 
unequivocal disapproval and rejection. 
(Hear, hear). The purpose of this Motion 
is to afford this honourable House the 
opportunity of registering such a disapproval. 

In the existing Federal set-up, either 
or both the East and the West constitute 
a minority. The creation of a new state 
in the West is a fragmentation of a minority 
element, while the majority group in the 
North remains intact. (Shame, shame). The 

·purpose of the Willink Commission was to 
devise ways and means of allaying the fears of 
th~ Minorities: .The structure of the Federa­
tion, with'' the Federal Motion accepted, 
further accentuates rather than allays the 
fears of the Minority. For this reason, the 
Federal Motion must be rejected. 

Events have proved that the principle 
of political .compromise has not been applied 
either. The Government -of this Region 
has never been consulted by the other 
Governments with which it is federated. 
Our wish and our interests are completely 

·· ignored, and yet we in Western Nigeria are th,e 
· most affected. Subtle attempts are being 
made by political malcontents to bully the 
Region to subjection or possibly to extinction. 
These malcontents cleverly manipulated 
matters to ensure the support of the Federal 
Prime Minister and some NPC members to 
carry out their design against Western Nigeria. 

It seems to me that "the guiding principle 
or the motive force is political expediency. 
It is not a question of what is fair and 
equitable but what is, at the moment, 

politically advantageous. No attempt . at 
compromise has ever been made. F o.r 
instance, the · interests of all . concerned 
should be carefully and judicio'usly con­
sidered. The possible ·comparative effects 
of the decision taken should also be weighed. 
Such a step was never taken oy . those con­
cerned before a . decision was taken upon · 
the proposal to carve out a new Region 
from the area now comprising Western 
Nigeria . . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Federal Parliament 
in 1961 purported to have passed a Motion 
similar to the. one which I am now· askirig 
this honourable House to disapprove and 
reject. Although the int,entions of the 
Movers . of the Motion had been suspect · 
all along, yet the Action Group Party, the · 
Party controlling the Government of Western · 
Nigeria, took the initiative in making . a 
number of concrete proposals during .the 
debate. The proposals were designed to 
ensure co-operation on the part of ·all shades 
of political opinion in the ·Midwest area, . 
and to guarantee that the new Stat~ ·would 
not be still-born at birth, or have an · un­
healthy growth. Subsequent events have 
shown clearly that we cannot count .'on the 
goodwill and the co-operation of certain 
personalities who are closely associated 
with the Midwest State Movement. We 
of the Action Group have sought assurances 
on a number of points which are obviously . 
of tremendous importance in · connection 
with the preservation of a democractic form 
of Government, not only in the proposed · 
MidwestState area, but also in the Federation 
as a whole. I regret to say that there has 
been no indication whatever. that the 
NCNC leaders hre . in any .way interested 
in the question of fair play. In their desire 
to attain their objective, both justice and 
equity are completely ruled out. .They 
give the impression that their . sole object 
is to secure the control of the new R egion 
at all costs and &y all means. Hence they 
boast about that they would compel the 
Federal Parliament to invoke that portion of 
the Constitution which permits the F ederal 
Government to make laws for order and good 
Government for the proposed Region for a 
period of six months after its establishment. 
They wquld do this regardless of the fact that 
it would' violate pt,-lblic will and would .clearly 
lead to disaffection and possible unrest in the 
area c,onccrncd. 

They .threaten that during the period of six 
months, all the Chiefs suspected of supporting 
the Action Group would be deposed . . 
(Laughter and interruptions). All Customary 
Court Judges would be dismissed. All 



687 Establishment of 13TH APRIL, 1962 a Foz,lrth Region 688 

[CHIEF AKINTOLA] 

Local Councils with Action Group major~ 
ities would be dissolved. As · there will 
be no written laws, government shal~ be by 
Proclamation. They have even dec1ded to 
apP.oint Governors an~ . Permaner:t Secreta­
ries. It is a wise thmg to wa1t and let 
their hen lay the eggs before they start to 
count them. (Interruptions). I heard some­
body · asking, "Do you c.lo · that?" This 
fact is a common knowledge. The Leader 
of Action Group, Chief Awolowo, has 
addressed a letter to the Prime Minister 
embodying all these statements, and now 

· he asks, "Do you do that?" His party is 
thrivina in ignorance. (Cheers from -Govern­
ment B~nches). It is also being stated openly 
by the spokesmen of the Midwest State 
Movement that during the period, the 
Federal Government will delegate all its 
powers. to govern the Mi.dwest ~o one of the 
leadina members of the Mtdwest State 
Move~ent. This state of affairs does not 

' make for security. · The haste with which 
the Federal M )tion was passed has deepened 
public suspicion. 

·Aaain as an indication of goodwill, the 
Par~ c~ntrolling the G ::>Vernment o~ t~is 
Region, the Action Group of N1gena, 
nevertheless propo3ed that a conference 
representing all parties concerned _should . l;>e 
convened ·under the chairmanship of the 
Pr.iffie Minister to examine such important 
details as_:_ 

(a) revenue allocation; (without money 
· a new State cannot thrive). 

(b) constituencydelimitation; . 
. (c) safeguard for Minorities within the 

proposed Region; 
(d) arrangements for holding of general 

elections · into the · Legislature of the 
proposed Region~ 

(e) preliminary discussion on the Con­
stitution of the proposed Region and 
other relevant matters. 

· Unfortunately, those v,vho are loudest in 
their advocacy of the creation of the Midwest 
State find it convenient · to ignore these 
important facts. They have consistently 
refused to address themselves to the problem 
which will doubtless alise following the crea­
'tion of the State. But, of course, it is obvious 
that their intention,is to acquire so!e authority 
for the administration of the area regardless of 
the will of the 'majority. As I have said 
earlier, 'this Govern'Tient has a responsibility 
to the people in the Federation as a whole, and 
it is not our intention to shirk these respon­
sibilities nor to allow ourselves to be denied 
the rights _guarant!!ed und.er the Constitution. 

' 
To vote for a new state, without knowing 

first the form of administration and the nature 
. of the Constitution it will have, is to give to its 
leading protagonists a blank cheq';le. (Inte_r­
ruptions). May I, !VIr Speaker, S1r, prom1se 
my hon. Friends that we o~ this side are 
not going to leave any questwn whatsoever 
associated with the proposed State un­
answered. I do hope they will bear 
patiently with ~m:. ~he answer . I am 
going to give w1ll be m the best mterest 
of all of them. · Is it too much to ask of the 
leaders of the Midwest State M0vement "how 
are we going to be governed under the 
proposed Region?" Are the potential citizens 
of the proposed state not entitled to a categoric 
answer before voting for the " proposed state? · 
If these vital issues are not resolved before 
the state is created, it will definitely be too · 
late. 

< 

Before the existing Regions in Nigeria were 
established and before they became ··self­
governing,-the East and the , West on 
8th August, 1957, and the North on 15th 
March, 1959-their Constitutions had already 
been fully discussed and agreed upon by all 
concerned. Before there . was .a Western 
Nigeria, all the citizens of Western Nigeria 
knew they were to be governed under the 
new Western Region. Before · there was an 
Eastern Nigeria, all the citizens of Eastern 
Nigeria knew how they vv,ere going to be 
governed under the new Region. . Why are 
the people of the Midwest denied the opportu­
nity of discussing and of agreeing up n tl:e 
Constitution before the proposed state .1s 
created? Why? Wlly·should they jump into 
the unlmown? Before some of the Members 
opposite me were brought into this legislature 
they knew next to nothing, and I am going to 
delve into the history of this particular 
event if t~~y will be prepared to listen. 

Long before the Federation of Nigeria 
became independent, . its Constitution vv:as 
agreed upon by all concerned. The consi­
deration of the Constitution and the dis­
cussion of its provisions were not postponed 
till a date long after independence. Why 
should the proposed Midwest State be an 
exception to an established rule? This arouses 
a good deal of suspicion and creates doubt in 
the minds .of all lovers of true freedom. Why 
are M.idwesterners offered a pig in a poke? 
Why must we be pus~ed into a state about 
which we know next to nothing? 

.. . 
Before the attainment of independehce on 

1st October, 1960, let me repeat, the entire 
people of Nigeria including their leaders . 
knew how precisely they would be governed 
as citizens of a free coumry. All the details of 
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their ' Constitutions, the' powers of the Execu­
tive of the Legislature, of the Judiciary and 
tl'te instruments for their creation were settled 
and known to the, people. Why has the same 
thing not been done in connection with the 
proposed state? Because the Fede.ral Motion 
imposes upon people of the M1dwest the 
obligation to buy a pig in a poke, and because 
it seeks to ask the people to vote for a state 
about which they know nothing, I ask this 
honourable House to disapprove and reject it. 
If we reject the Motion it is not because we 
are enemies of freedom but because we love 
same of those who are politically blind, 
opposite me, more than they love t~emselyes. 
We do not· want them to leave th1s Reg10n, 
after so many years of breathing the air of 
fteedom, .to get into chains. Eve.n ~f your 
enemy wants to run into death, 1t 1s your 
moral duty to save him. We will save them. 

By not ensuring, first of all, that they would 
have a democratic Constitution and by not 
giving them a chance to have a pre-v~ew of the 

·. administration under which they wtll be, the 
Federal Government has. endangered the 
political future of the citizens of the proposed 
state. The Motion passed by the Federal 
Government, regardless of their fut~re w~ll­
being, did not in any way protect.the mterests 
of the citizens of the proposed M1dwest State. 
For this reason, I repeat, the Federal Motion 
deserves to be rejected unequivocally by all 
lovers of freedom and democracy. (Hear, 
hear). 

I should also like to make b r ief reference 
to one other important aspect of the Federal 
Motion. This aspect appears to me to 
betray or, at least, to vitiate the intention 
of the sponsors of the proposed Midwest 
State. Th·e Federal Government, while 
introducing the Motion in 1961, and while 
retabling 'it in 1962, refuse.sl to make a 

-·spontaneous and categorical statement to 
the effect that should the Midwest · State 
be created, the rest of the Western Region 
would ipso facto constitute and remain a 
corporate Regional entity under the Cons~itu-

. tion. The Federal Government adm1tted 
openly that it was not sure of the futur e legal 
position of what would be left of Western 
Nigeria , after carving away the proposed 
Midwest State. The Prime Minister stated 
that he could not give any guarantee that 
what wns left would remain n Region. 
(Shame, shame). 

If the intention for creating a new state 
was pure, why did the Federal Government 
'hesitate to give a spontaneous assurance? 
The · honourable P rime Minister of the 

Federation, Sir · Abubakar Tafawa Ba1ewa, 
in a resolution in the House dated · 4th 

· April, 1961, and retabled on the 23rd March, 
1962, moved that a fourth Region· be created . . 
Simple logic dictates that the designa.tJon , of 
the proposed state by the Prime Min ister 
himself as the fourth one in the Federation 
contains within it, an element of the pre­
existence and the · continued recognition 
of a third state. (Hear, hear). Why was 
there such an equivocation in .admitting spon­
taneously that what would be left of Weste~n 
Nigeria would be a Region and a legal entity 
within the Federation? Why was· there a 

· doubt as admitted by the Prime Minister 
regarding the future of what will be left of 
Western Nigeria? If such a doubt. genuinely 
existed, it should constitute an unanswerable 
argument against the creat,ion. of a fourth stat.e. 
As an analogy, when a doctor wants to ampu­
tate a patient. by removing an arm or a part of 
the body, he must first be sure that what 
would be left of the body would have a 
reasonable chance of continued existence. 
When a good surgeon is in doubt, no opera­

.. tion takes plac~. · 

If hon. Oputa Otutu's left. hand is to be 
removed, if the surgeon is in doubt as . to 
whether Oputa Otutu will remain alive, what 
he should do is to see that there is no operation 
at all. (Hear, hear). If the Federal Govern­
ment is entertaining genuine doubts-(Inter­
ruptions). I repeat, if the Federal Govern­
ment genuinely entertains a doubt as ·to what 
will remain of Western Nigeria, that should 
have .. been the reason why she should not 
have proceeded with the creation of a fourth 
Region. 
' May I state for clarity that if the Federal 
Government did not really know what 
would happen to the five million vvho would 
be left in the remaining part of Western 
Nigeria after one-and-a-half million people in 
tne propos~d state shall have been sel?arated, 
it will be unreasonable and· unethrcal for 
such a political operation to proceed ... The 
preservation of the identity and the continufd 

., existence of each of the component umt;s 
. of the entire Federation are the solemn res.­
ponsibilities of the Federal " Government. As 
the Federal Motion failed to reckon ·with 
the social welfare and political future of the 
five million people who would be left in the 
remaining part of Western Nigeria, it does 
not deserve the support of 'this honourable 
House. (Cheers /rom Govenzment Benches). 

As · the .Federal MoHon at pest leaves 
the citizehs of the proposed state in doubt 
of their political future and holds the teeming 
millions who are left iri: the rest of Western 
Nigeria in ine:x;plicable suspense, its pas~ing 

( 
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constitutes an eternal disservice to the 
entire people of Western Nigeria; it must be 
rejected. (Interruptions). 

The hon. Member for Ikeja was asking 
whether I was drinking wine or water, 
sobriety is always on this side of this House. 

We have a duty'and a responsibility to the 
people of Western Nigeria. We are deeply 
conscious of our sacred obligation to the 
Federation as a whole. We will neither 
shirk our responsibility to the people nor 
overlook the fact that many throughout 
the Federation look up to us for constructive 
an:d consistent leadership. The Action 
Group Government will never abandon 
its people. We recognise the right of the 
minorities. We believe, as always, that all 
of them, without exception, should enjoy the 
same rights and privileges as the larger 
groups, for only thus can we ' ensure the 

- continuance of the Constitution in the form 
that will endure. 

The interest of minorities cannot, however, 
be protected by the demand that they should 
sail across uncharted seas. True freedom 
is not a leap into the unknown. Those who 
have the interest of the minorities at heart 
would ensure first of all that independence 
brings to them the right to manage their 

· own' affairs. Where the Constitution which · 
guarantees this right does not exist, there is 
no freedom. There is no Regiona} Constitu­
tion defining the: rights, the privileges and 
the duties of the citizens of the proposed State. 
The Federal Motion, therefore, does not 
extend any constitutional rights to the 
minorities; that is why we of . the Action 
Group party unequivocally disapprove and 
reject :it. 

Some of us may still wonder why I ask 
.us to disapprove and reject the Motion 
recently passed in the Federal Parliament 
on the question of the creation of a Midwest 

, State. We are opposed to it preciseiy because_ 
· in addition to the reasons · I have already 

given it is clear from the acts and the utter­
ances of the pressure group behind the Motion 
that their objectives are firstly to win a political 
argument; secondly, to create an empire for 
a certain set of people who cou.ld not care 
less whether the new state is viable or not or 
whether a suitable machip.ery exists for 

·· administering . it democratically, lest it 
degenerates into an inferior state compared 
with the others and · becomes a problem 
child of the Federation; thirdly, it is clear that 
the 'advocates of the proposed Midwest State 
are motivated by' nothing but spite for 
Western Nigeria. · 

The members of the pressure gr~mp 
in the NCNC intensely hate Western Nigeria. 
They would destroy it if they 'could. They 
persistently make this Region the butt of 
their attack. They never see anything good 
in this unit of the Feder~tion. They are those 
who, after taking Lagos from Western Nigeria, 
demand the extension of thi':! Federal territory 
of Lagos, and a further excision of the Colony 
Province from Western Nigeria. Their 
spokesmen have given a hint that the areas 
forming the northern part of Western Nigeria 
should be slashed off and merged with 
Northern Nigeria. What has Western 
Nigeria done to merit this grat\.1itous hate? 
While they want the whole of the East, 
where their Party is in power/ to remain 
intact, they would like to cut from· Western 
Nigeria vital areas like Mushin, .Jkeja, Agege, 
Ikorodu, Epe, Badagry, and, in fact the whole 
of the Colony Province. These same men 
threaten to. cut from Western Nigeria places 
like Ikirun, Okuku, Oshogbo, Ogbomosho, 
and even Oyo. (Laughter). What would be 
the ultimate end of this continuous dis­
memberment? To spite us, the NCNC . 
leaders can sink to any depth. . Since these 
NCNC leaders · are the authors and the 
architects of the Federal Motion, and since 
they are motivated by hatred and spite, the 
Motion must .be disapproved and rejected. 
(Hear, hear). 

There cannot be unity in the Federation of 
Nigeria unless all the component units, 
individually and collectively, have a common 
sense of security. If orie unit has a reasonable 
ground to believe that it is being discriminated 
against, and made a perpetual victim of 
political vendetta, there can never be unity 
and un<?-erstanding withi.n the Fe~eration. 

Commenting upon the Federal Motion 
of 1961 to carve out · a new . state out of 
Western Nigeria, the London Times, in its 
issue of 18th November, 1961 stated-

"The Federal Government has been 
making preparations · to carve a . new 
"Midwest" state out of the Western 
Region. The Constitution provides for' 
such new Regions, but the move seems 
to be aimed less at giving the non­
y orubas their regional autonomy . than at 
destroying the territorial base · from which 
the Action Group in the other parliaments 
derives its power. (Interruptions). It 
looks like an attempt to circumvent the 
federal defences of Nigerian democracy." 

This attitud~ of regarding a ~ember of the 
Federation as an unwanted baby · does not 
conduce ' to unity or solidarity. · Because the 
Federal Motion under review would impair 

. > 
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the solidarity of the Federation, and under­
mine the unity of our peoples, I submit, 
unequivocally, that it must be disapproved 
and rejected. (Hear, hear). 

All right thinking people at home and 
abroad will no doubt agree that by taking 
the line that no new States will be created 
in the North (which is twice as large as 

·the other Regions put together) and where 
there are minority elements also clamouring 
for new States and in the East, where there 
is a· persistent outcry for the creation of a 
State by minority elements, the political 

· malcontents who bring pressure to bear 
upon those in charge of public affairs at the 
Federal level, are bent on violating public 
weal and creating a situation which will 

- surely lead to endless difficulty and mis­
understanding in this country. 

·If it is good to create new States, why are 
new States not created in the North? If it is 
a good thin, why are new states not created 
in the East? Why should the West be singled 
out · for this particular operation? If the 
Opposition is ' convinced that some day the 
Leader of Opposition will occupy this seat, 

· will ' they lik~ to barter away their future 
legacy? (Hear-, hear). I used to be in the 
Opposition in some part of the Federation, 
and my duty was to preserve the status of 

·; the Federation as a whole because, some day, 
I might change places; but because the 
Opposition have lost all hopes they arc 
adopting destructive tactics-(Interruptions). 

. I will answer all questions it you can only 
bear with me. . · 

May I ask through the hon. Speaker, is it , 
the duty of a legitimate son to co-operate 
with other people to carry away his father's 
house? (Interruptions). Whether one is 
from Agege or from Ikeja or from Ogbomosho 
(Laughter) his duty as a legitimate son of his 
father is to protect and to keep intact all the 
earthly belongings of his father. (Interrup­
tions). The Midwest is .. a part of Western 
Nigeria and it belongs to us all. Whether 
one is a Midwesterner or not, so long as he is 
a citizen of Western Nigeria his duty is to 

· protect the fact that the whole of the Region 
should remain intact. If a man goes to join 
a robber and conspires. with the robber to 
bre.ak into his father's house and take part of 
it away the legitimacy of that son will have to 

·be determined. (Hear, he_ar). .. 
Let 'me seize this opportunity to congra-

. tulate the-hon. Prime Minister, Sir Abubakar 
Tafawa Balewa, for his candour and frankness. 
He · stated publicly that neither he nor his 
party believed in the creation oLnew States. 

He sounded to me an unwilling political 
instrument in the service of a cabal of political 
tricksters, who constitute the pressure group 
behind · the Motion. In my own opinion 
the Motion has not received a genuine ,and 
sincere support from either the · Prime 
Minister or the NPC as a Party. It · is 
therefore obvious that only an NCNC 
minority-many of whom are without any 
root in either the Western Region .or in the 
Midwest area-supported the Motion. Jf 
only for this and for no other reason the' . 
Motion must be disapproved and _rejected. 
(Cheers). 

,· ' 
The Action Group Government of Western . 

Nigeria has been accused of inconsistency 
since, . it is alleged, it initiated the move for 
the creation of the Midwest State in 1955 
but now . is opposing it. I propose, in the 
course of this debate, to establish beyond 
all doubt, reasonable or unreasonable, that 
the charge of inconsistency cannot be sustained 
against my Government. On the contrary, 
I will prove that it is the other Governments 
of the Federation and political parties other 
than the Action Group, which are going back 
on their pledged words. · 

Assuming that a· former Parliament, long 
ago, . passed a Motion in the light of the 
circumstances prevailing at the time, must 
that be necessarily binding on every parlia­
ment which succeeds it, if it can be shown 
that the circumstances have changed so much 
as . to make the sub'stance of the Motion no 
longer tenable? 'It is a cardinal principle 
of democracy that no parliament can bind its 
successor. If it were not so, laws -pass_ed by' 
one parliament could never be subject either 
to revocation or to amendment by any · 
succeeding parliament. In that case, changes · 
of policy by successive parliaments would be 
impo,ssible'. It is, tl:erefore, a lame argut;nent 
to submit that because one parliament, in 
the light of the prevailing circumstances 
p~1rsuecf a line of action in the past, legislative 
bodies succeeding it must necessarily adopt 
the.same line. (Cheers). 

Further, the Legislature of Western Nigeria 
is bi-cameral. Every Government measure 
cannot be deemed to have . a legislative 
sanction unless · it receives the approval of 
both the House of Assembly and the House 
of Chiefs, which constitute our Parlia­
ment. The 1955 Western House of Assembly 
Motion to which copious references · have 
been made .has not up till today been debated 
in the Western House of Chiefs. (Cheers) . 
It has, therefore, not received the approval 
of the Western Legislature. It does not 
require a geometer to know that a part 1s · 

' ' 
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not equal to a whole. References to the 1955 
Western ·House of Assembly Motion, in the 
sense that it had the sanction of the Legisla-

. ture, is, therefore, false and incorrect. (Cheers). 

Mr Akinyemi: Who is the Leader of the 
Action Group? 

Chief Akintola: It is my duty to 
cure some ignorant Members of the Opposi­
tion. '(Inte1·ruptions). By the grace of God 
and ·the will of the people, Chief Obafemi 
Awolowo is the Leader of the Action Group. 

:(Prolonged cheers from Government Benches). 
I am sure there are many other people who 
11re very knowledgeable about the events of 

.t -tl1e Action Group. If in doubt, asl{ your 
Friend the Leader of the Opposition. 
(Laughter). 

On this particular issue of the creation of 
the separate State for Benin and Delta 
Provinces, if the critics of my Government 
would take the trouble to refer to their 
Hansard, ~hey would find that the Motion 

.;which is being cited against us was not a 
Government Motion. . IT). . fact, Chief 
Awolowo as the Leade:r of the Government 
at the time declared during the debate on the 
Motion-I quote word for word from the 
Official Report of the House of Assembly 

'Debates of the 14th of June, 1955-

(2) ·To advise what;. safeguards should 
be included for this purpose in the Consti­
tution of Nigeria . 

(3) If, but only if, no other solution 
seems to the Commission to meet the case, 
then as a last · resort to make detailed 
recommendations for the creation of one 
or more ~cw States, and in that case: 

(a) to specify the precise area to be 
included in such State or States; 

(b) to recommend the governmental 
and administrative structure most appro­
priate for it. 

(c) to assess whether any State recom­
mended would be viable from 'an econo­
mic and administrative point of view and 
what the effect of its creation would be on 
the Region or Regions from which it 
woul9 be created and on the l!'ederation. 

(4) To report its findings and recom-
mendations to the Secretary of ~tate for 
the Colonies". (Cheers). 

As far as the affairs of the Midwest Stat~ 
were concerned, the Commission now known 
as the Willink Commission took evidence 
from the accredited representatives of the 
three main interests in this Region, namely, 
the Government of the Region; the Action 
Group and the Midwest St::.te Movement 

"Chief Awolowo ·: In view of the issues including the NCNC. 
involved in this Motion, I want to announce ' · . . . 

·that the Government adopts no official , _ The. r_ecommendatt~ns o~ the _Wtllmk 
attitude whatsoever towards it. Secondly, .. Commtsston as cont~med m . sectiOn 21, 
Members of the Goven:l.ment and of the pages 32 anq 33 of thetr Report, were t?at-
Opposition who wish may support it "even if public opinion were taken as 
without any restriction whatsoever". the sole criterion it would not be justifiable 

. . to ·set up a. Midwest _State in the form 
Is it fair to persistently maintain in the face demanded by the Midwest State Move-
of this evidence that the Government of ment, which would include some actively 
Western Nigeria as a Government must be protesting minorities and others whose en-
b~und by the terms of this Motion? thusiasm was extremely moderate. A 

The 'text of the Motion, as passed by the 
Western. House of Assembly, was · in 1955 
conveyed to Her Majesty's · . Government 
in the United Kingdom. . Her Majesty's 
Goverriment did nothing about it. When 
another opportunity presented itself two years 

· later, the Motion ill question,was forwarded 
to the Constitutional Co~ference in 1957 for 
,consideration · and. adoption. The confer­
ence, instead of adopting it, decided to invite 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies to 
appoint a Royal Commission of Enquiry with 
the terms of reference which are-

"0) To ascertain the facts about the 
fears of minorities in· any part of Nigeria 
and :to propose m eans of allayin g those 
fears whether well or m~founded. 

smaller Midwest State consisting of the . 
Edo speaking Divisions only could hardly 
compete ori' equal terms · with the other· . 
Regions in the Federation; and indeed 
the Midwest State Movement themselves 
reject this idea. . There remains the ques­
tion of a state consisting of the £do-speaking 
area together with Asaba and Aboh; we do . 
not think it would be reasonable to divide 
these two. Though such a state would con- · 
tain some dissentients and more who were 
lukewarm, the majority; we believe, would 
at first welcome it. But the tensions within 
it would soon develop, and as soon as the 
struggle· for power was· won we believe 
that an even more acute dissatisfacti'on 
would arise. To achieve this unsatisfac­
tory result it would be necessary either to · 

. ·k 
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increase taxation or to reduce· the scale of 
amenities, while the administrative difficul­
ties, in a country already extremely short 
of experienced administrators, would be 
immense. Furthermore, there is the wider 
consideration that to set .up . a separate 

· state would accentuate and underline tribal 
divisions which a wiser sfatem.anship would 
seek gradually to obliterate". 

B~fore the publication of · the Willink 
Commission's Report, my Government, reali­
sing its responsibility towards the Minority 
elements in the Midwest Area, had set up a . 
Midwest Advisory Council whose terms of 
reference were-

(a) To meet from time to time for the 
interchange of views anc;l information on 
development in the social, economic and 
cultural fields in Benin and Delta Provinces; 
and 

(b) to ensure that the Government is 
adequately informed of the needs of the 
area and of the impact of Government's 
policies and activities in general life of the 
pe'ople of Benin and Delta Provinces. 

•' 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Members of this 
honourable House would recollect that the 
Willink Commission ·turned down the sub­
missions not only for the creation of the Mid­
west State bu.t for any other additional state 
in the Federation, and concentrated its recom­
mendations on measures to all'ay the fears of 
Minorities. It is gratifying to recall what 
the Commission said about us in this regard. 
At page 96, paragraphs 31 and 33, under 
section 4-Minority Areas, the Commission 
states in its report_:_ 

, "In the Western Region, a step to which 
we have already referred has been taken 
towards allaying the fears of a minority. 
This is the setting up of a Midwest 
Advisory Council with the Minister for 
Midwest Affa-irs, Chief"Anthony Enahoro, 
as the Chair:tllan. We were impressed 
with the effort which the Western Region 
had made iri this matter and with the 
tr.ouble which Chief Enahoro had taken tc) 

, consult the r,nany interests involved. 
J: 

' .. "It is also worth considering whether the 
'Midwest Area' should be the field for the 
Council's actiVIties. W.e have already 
suggested other arrangements for the Ijaws 
and would therefore exclude the Western 
Ijaw Division from the areafor .which the 
Council is responsible. Nor do we think 

, that the Warri Division should b_e included, 
since this is a mixed area in which a consi­
derable element look to the headquarters of 

the Region rather than to ·Benin; for the 
same reason1 ·the Akoko-Edo district of 
Afenmai Division might wish to be omitted. 
It is with less certaintv that we would ex.:. 
elude Asaba and Aboh Divisions but we feel 
that it is mainly ori account of the presence 
of an Edo-speaking minority that the pro­
bl~m has aris~n, and on the whole we w<m lcl 
confine the operatjon of the · Council to the 
Edo-speaking districts, that is to say, Benin.· 
Division, Urhobo Division, the two remain­
ing districts of Afenmai and the Ishan 
Division. As we have already explained :we' · 
do not consider that this area could suitably · 
be, made into a separate state but we do 
think that it has special problems and that 
an Edo Council presided over by the 
present l\1inister for Midwest Affairs, who 
would thus become . Minister for Edo · 
Affairs, should continue, with an advisory 
responsibility for the development and 
welfare of the Edo-speaking peoples and in 
particular for the preservation of Edo 
culture" . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is also pertinent to 
point out to the House that the· Commission 
recommended that · a Council similar to the 
Midwest Advisory Council be created in the 
Eastern Region to allay the ·fears of the 
Minorities in Calabar Province. 

Now, although we all, that is all the 
reP,resentatives of th'e country at the· resumed 
Conference in 1958, accepted the recom­
mendations of the Willink Commission that 
no new states were to be created any~vhe re, ' 
the other Governments of ·the Federation · 
and the other Parties, the · NPC and the 
NCNC, have been engaged frantically in · 
passing resolutions to dismember this Region 
which is the smallest in the whole Federation. 
Who are being inconsistent now? The· 
Action Group has been party to one decis ion 
orily, ,which was that of the majority at the 
1958 Constitutional Conference, and that was 
the .acceptance of the Willink Commission 
Report that there should be no new states 
created. · 

In what way has the Action Group Govern­
ment of Nigeria been inconsistent? The 
1955 Motion of the Western House . of 
Assembly, to which copious references h :tve 
been made was, with the concurrence of both 
the NPC and the NCNC, referred to the 
Willink Commission, which, of course, 
considered it with requests for new ;:;tates from 
other part& of the Federation and rejected it. 
Both the NPC and the NCNC accepted · 
unequivocally the· recommendations of the 
Willink Commission. By going back on it 
and insisting upon the creation of the JVIid-
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west State they are proving themselves 
inconsistenL· The 1955 Western House of 
Assembly motion has, therefore, been 
overtaken and over-ridden by events. (Hear, 
heilr). In the light of the ~il~ink. Commis­
sion, Report, and the _acceptance ·of It by both 
the NCNC and the NPC, the 1955 Western 
I-Iouse of Assembly Motion should from now 
onwards be regarded as an obsolete document. 
It ·is futile to keep on referring to it. (Hear, 
hear). The latest authority which has. over­
ruled all prior decisions on the creatwn of 
states in Nigeria is the Willink Commission. 

. Its decision has been reinforced by the express 
adoption qf it by the NCNC and the·,NPc;. 
He would be a poor advocatE who rests his 
case upon decisions. that have beer;t overrul~d 
by higher tribunals. Only lazy legislators wlll 

·- get up to quote from the 1955 Wester!! House 
. of Assembly motion. Max I repeat, .the 

ruling of the higher tribunal has been agamst 
the-1955 Western House of Assembly motion. 
That ruling, too, has been supported by the 
NCNC . and the NPC and, in fact, by all 
the Governments of the Federation. 
Quotations that are appropriate on state issues 
can only be made from the Willink Commis­
sion Report. I do hope that Members · will 

· not bore us with futile quotations from the 
19.5 5 Motion and that they will understand 
how lazy they are. They can be sure of the 
Hansard of 1955 being taken up showing 
you what Oto~o said. (Laughter). 

A good lawyer will never keep citing deci­
sions that have been overruled. I repeat again: 
It has been overruled, because the Willink 
Commission was entrusted with the responsi­
bility of settling the issue. (Interruptions). 

There are . some Members opposite who 
will blame us but who will offer their prayers 
in our names in private. (Laughter). I do 
not think the prayer of the .hon. Member for 
Ihja will .ever_ be an_swered , without his 

'invoking the .• sacred name of Awolowo. 
I repeat that it is only a lazy legislator who 
will "get up to read the 1955 Motion. Read 
to us the up-to-date authority on the subject 
which is the Willink Commission report. 
We are not interested in knowing what 
Otobo said in 1955. We are not . interested 
in knowing what Arthur Prest said in 1955, or 
what Olumofin said in 1955; all those things 
have been wiped . out by the Willink 
~Comm~ssion~ ; 

'When you go to court and start to cite a law 
that has been amended, without pointing out 

· · that' it has been amended, you will run the 
' risk of being accused of misleading the court. 

I hope bon. Members will not mislead 

I, 

this House py referring to obsolete docu­
ments. I repeat that the 1955 House of 
Assembly Motion has been overruled. 
It has also been overtaken by events, and the 
sooner tl1e Members opposite forget about 
that Motion the better for them. (Applause 
from Government Benches) . Because the 
Fcclcrnl Hou!!C ucciucd the ltHIUCS of ·the 
proposed state on the 1955 Western House of 
Assembly motion which had been overruled by 
Willink Commission-a higher tribunal-the 
decision cannot stand. Tnc Federal Motion · 
for the creation of the Midwest 'State must, 
therefore, be disapproved and rejected. 

, -In further pursuance of its efforts . to 
implement more fully the recommendatiOn 
of the Willink Commission, my Government 

·has recently moved this House to adopt 
certain laws whereby the Minister of Midwest 
Affairs bec~me vested "with .executive powers 
in regard to certain aspects ofmatters closely . 
related to local usages and customs in the 
Midwest Area. Such matters include certain 
aspects of the disposal of communal lands, of 
the constitution and operation of local 
government councils and of the institution of 
Chieftaincy and traditional authority in the 
area". 

In other words in spite of the discouraging 
activities of our detractors, we have continued 
to improve the posit.ions of the M!nority 
Elements in the Midwest Area vzs-a-vzs 
the other Elements, particularly' the Yorubas, 
around whom the Midwest State Movement 
built its case for the justification ·of a separate 
state before the Willink Conunission. . In · 
this regard, the charge of neglect of the ·area 
by the Midwest State lV!o:rem~nt was rebut~ed 
by the Willink CommissiOn m the followmg 
words- Paragraph 9, page 30 of the Report- · 

"In the broade~t general terms, we 
formed the impression that although this 
area had been neglected iri' certain respects, . 
not only by the present Government but 
by its Colonial predecessor, ~he:e _-was ~o 
evidence of deliberate and' vmd1et1ve dis­
crimination or even culpable neglect. 
There are few countries in the world _of 
which the areas nearer the headquarters of 
government are not inore highly developed 
than outlying ,!?arts an~, as we have already 
said, in the Delta Provmce and the Western 
!jaw Division, the nature of the country ' 
makes development expensive and in some 
cases impossible ............... if, therefore, 
grievances and fears were the sum total 
of the case for a separate state we should 
have no doubt that those recounted to us- · 
all of which proved to contain large elements 
of exaggeration- so far from justifying the 
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creation of a new state could in fact be 
better remedied by other means . .. . .. " 

The work of the Midwest Advisory Cou1;1cil 
proved extremely successful.· · In the latest 
annual report on the Council, great progress 
has·-been recorded. In the report for 1960-
61, the Council under the Chairmanship of 
hon. Dahlton 0. Asemota, O.B.E., wrote as 
follows: 

"This period of twelve months has been 
one of tremendous development in the 
Midwest area as also in the Region as a 
whole, and the Counci1 is proud of, imd 
grateful for, the opportunity afforded it 
in taking an active part in this tremendous 
work of social and economic development. 
When the Council was first set up, about 
two years ago, members were aware that 
the whole ' thing was .a bold experiment. 
That this experiment has been a successful 
one is fully borne out ....... :~ . .. " 

That was the ;eport of the Council submitted 
to me through the Chairman of Midwest 
Advisory Council, hon. Dahlton 0. Asemota. 
This report, ·coupled with the comments of 
the Willink .Commission, knocks the bottom 
out · of the allegation of delioerate neglect of 
the Midwest area. 

· May I also add that while we 'vere engaged 
on the problem of the Midwest Area, the 
Action Group . of Nigeria went into all 
available ·means to ensure that this case was 
presented in the able manner that it deserved. 
Among those who were then consulted by us 
and among those who were paid to help us, 
was the hon. Leader of Opposition. (Cheers) 
Arid may I enter this warning: I wonder 
whether it is professionally proper for him to 
contribute to this debate. Why I am saying 
this is this. I am not saying it for jest. I 
wonder whether it is pr_ofessionally proper for 
him to contribute. I shall have a word with 
the , Chief Justice of the Federation. 
(Lau{?hter) : , 

.. May I also state that we have no fear 
whatsoever about the future. We believe 
in God, and we believe. in His justice, of 
course. Here is a forum where we .shall 
register our protest against this Motion. If 
need be, we shall move to anot~er forum to 
regist~r our protest. (Cheers). 

To_sum up: 

(1) Since it violates the principle of 
compromise on which federalism is based, I 
submit that the Federal Motion for the crea­
tion of a fourth Region in Nigeria should be 
disapproved and rejected. 

(2) Since it furthe r enla~ges and m akes 
more absurd the imbalance in the component . 
parts of the Federation of Nigeria, where one 
single unit is at the moment large enough to 
overpower all others put together, it must. be· 
disapproved and rejected. . 

(3) Since it · contains no guarantee or 
assurance of democratic rule to the citizens of 
.the proposed state, who are denied the .ofi-p6 r !..· 
tunity of first discussing and agreeing u·pon 
the Constitution which will govern them later, 
the Federal Motion must be disapproved and 
rejected. · 

(4) Since the Federal Motion leaves the 
citizens of the proposed state in doubt as to 
their political future, and clothes the polit ical . 
future of the remaining five million p~ople in 
what is left of Western Nigeria in uncertainty, 
I respectfully submit that the Federal . 
Motion must be disapproved . and- rejected. 

(5) Since by its discriminatory nature, and 
by its victimisation of the West, it endangers · 
the solidarity of Nigeria and the unity of her 
peoples, the .Federal Motion should be 
disapproved and rejected. 

(6) Since the intention of its sponsors is to 
destroy Western Nigeria by subtle method of 
progressive fragmentation, the Federal 
1\1otion must be 'disapproved and rejected. 

(7) Since the Intention of its authors is to 
ask the Midwesterners to buy a 'pig in a poke 
and vote for a government, the n ature of 
which they possess no . fore-knowledge, and 
thereby, thereafter, get themselves enslaved 
forever, the . _Federal Motion must be dis­
approved, and rejected. · 

(8) Since it seeks to yoke together unwilling 
partners, Warri, vVestern Ijaw, . Akoko-Eao 
and the others in the proposed Midwest 
State, and thereby violates the principle of 
freedom of association, I submit the · Federal 
Motion must he disapproved and rejected. 

(9) Since the Federal Motion was based on 
a false premise- the ' 1955 Western House .of 
Assembly Motion, which has been ov:ertaken 
and over-ridden by events, I respectfully 
submit that it should be disapproved and 
rejected. (Daughter) . · # 

Mr Speaker, Sir, May I advise my Friends 
opposite me to wait for a while before . they 
laugh at this M0thn; Let them read this 
section very carefully when . they get back 
home. (Laughter). 

My hon. and learned Friend has read 'it 
several t imes, but people who are knowledge­
able enough somewhere out of this House 
the Federal Attorney-General, read 'it care­
fully, and ·in spite of careful reading he 
started in 1961 with errors, and those errors 
have b~come .a r ecurring decimal. 
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It' i~ not my duty to point out to those who _. 
deliberately · blind themselves. I. . will only 
read No. 10. _ 
. . . (10) Si~ce it tramples upon the right 
guaranteed to Western Nigeria under section 
4 of the Constitution, the Federal Motion 
must be disapproved and rejected. 

(11) Since it threatens to destroy us, arid, 
· all of us, as citizens of Western Nigeria believe 

.that . we are entitled to life, the Federal 
Motion must be disapproyed and rejected. 

(12) Since it is one .of the comedies of legal 
errors of which the Advisers of the Federal 
Government are experts, and s,ince w.e do not 
want to perpetuate errors, I respectfully 
submit the Federal Motion must be dis­
approved and rejected. 

·I assure this honourable House' that all the 
traditional rulers, in the whole of the 
Region, and, in fact, all freedom loving pc·ople 
of the Region, solemnly resolve to oppose the 
creation of the proposed State. 

The Government of Western Nigeria will 
adopt all constitutional means to ertsure the 
rejection of the Federal Motion both on the 
floor of this · House and elsewhere, and to 
oppose the creation of the proposed State. 

Let us remember in this solemn hour that 
only one man with God.is a majority. Justice 
is on our sic;le; ahd,·.by God's grace,. I assure 
you of victory. · 

. Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. (pro­
longed applause). 

The Minister of Midwest Affairs (Mr 
J. E. Otobo): ·. Mr Speaker, Sir, I ·beg to 
second, and in doing so, I will confine myself 
to the purely Midwest aspect of the subject 
and hence to the political attitudes of NCNC · 
and Action' Group leaders and followers in 
the Midwest Area. Put in its naked form and 
.at the local Midwest level, the whole question 
-of the creation or otherwise of the' . Midwest 
Region has depended upon finding answers 

·~: to the following ~uestions :- · 

First: Do we want an NCNC conception 
of a Midwest Region · or the Action Group 
type? ·, 

Secondly: Will the Action Group accept 
the NCNC type of Midwest Region?· Or, 
conversely, will the .NCNC accept the Action 
Group: brand of .a Midwest Region? 

!:. 1 ought, ·bef~re going further, Mr Speaker, 
•Sir, to;say this:· I asked in London, in 1958, 
whether the NCNC people were really serious 
in the 'creation of the Midwest Region. I was 
satisfied, then, that they were not. In 1962, 
as I ·shall recount here, I ?-m posing the same 

question. Does the NCNC really desire the 
creation: of a Midwest Region? The answer 
from my experience, and from everything we · 
have done during the past six months, is, "No, 
they don't want it" . 

There are, Mr Speaker, Sir, five cardinal 
principles which will be observed throughout . 
the length and breadili of my speech this 
morning. These principles are that the · 
NCNC has brought us to the position in . 
which we find ourselves today in regard to the 
issue of the Midwest Region. Let me repeat, . 
and I am saying it with every sense of 
responsibility: this is not the time for rascally 
voices to create any disturbance in . this 
House. (Laughter). 

As Members are aware, Mr Speaker, Sir, 
under the Constitutional requirements, the 
attitude of this House to the creation of the · 
Midwest Region was "law or no law". · It is 
either you support ir or you don't support it . . · 
There is no argument about it.. I prefaced 
my speech with that, Sir, simply because as I 
shall show later that but for the hullabaloo 
and the' cantankerous attitude · of these 
elements the history of the Midwest issue will 
not be as it is today. , 

The second principle . which will 'run 
through my speech is, Sir, that "no prelimi- . 
nary discussions and agreement, no support 
from us". I repeat: without any preliminary · 
discussions and agreement; no support from. 
us. In other words, by this, Sir, I am 
maintaining what I have •always maintained, 
namely, that the creation of any new Regio,n'. · 
must be strictly non-political. 

The third principle which will run through 
. my argument, Sir, is ·that any thought : of 
freedom froJll slavery, thought of freedom 
from Yoruba domination at this stage, . is 
rubbish-plain rubbish. Again, I shall fight . · 
it out as I go on. 

The fourth principle, Sir, is that the NCNC ··· 
is putting in this whole question of a Midwest . 
Region an unnecessary red-herring in the 
whole of the discussions. What do I_mean by 
unnecessary red-herring? Here are people, 
Mr Speaker, Sir, who say they genuinely 
desire a Midwest Region. Theri while they 
want to go away, they turn around and say, .. 
"Oh no; while we are going, the. rest of the 
Western Region must not remain"; and you 
think they are serious ! 

The fif~:h point, Sir, is that those who thro\v . 
challenges must be ·prepared to receive 
counter-::challenges and if, Sir (I have got . to " 
read this again)- if a member from Warri 
East, two days ago can still boast to these 
people that with or without the Action Group, 
the creation of the Midwest will soon become 

. . i 
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a successful referendum; and, finally, threat 
. io deport all Action Group supporters after, 
they claimed, · the manner of the fateful 
Congo's Kasavubu-so much so that for a 
time a new NCNC slogan interwoven with 
the word "Kasavubu" earned the usual 

. acc~ptance among the NCNC leaders in the 
Midwest area and of course. this new slogan 
was ·as ·effective as are all NCNC · slogans. 
Nothing doing. (Laughter). 

(4) The Action Group feeling very con­
cerned that something practical and construc­
tive must be set in motion if the Midwest 
issue was not to be dragged in the mud of 
disorderly treatment announced that certain 
basic subje_cts must be discussed and agreed 
on by · the major parties in the Mi9.west. 
These became the popularly lmown "condi­
tions precedent" stipulated by the ' Action 
Group and included such matters as-

Constitution of Midwest Region; 
Composition of Legislative Houses; 
Interim Administration; 
Date of first elections; 

. Fiscal arrangements; 
Rest of Western Region . and so on. 

(5) Later in the year, in view of the 
quality and character of the speeches by 
certain NCNC leaders in the Midwest, we 
in the Midwest joined in asking the Leader of 
the Action Group, · hon. Chief Obafemi 
Awolowo, to make wl"itten proposals to the 
Prime Minister. Both Chief Awolowo's 
letter and the Prime Minister's reply have 
since been pl,lblished. Suffice it to say here 
that the Prime Minister's reply dealt the 
second death blow on the Midwest issue. 

(6) Then followed ·a period of planned 
NCNC political rioting, and looting in the 
Midwest, particularly . in Ishan Division­
a situation .which led to unprecedented 
murders and which, rightly, shocked all 
responsible Nigerians. The target and/or 
victims of these attacks, the murderous 
attempts, were Action Group leaders, coun­
cillors and· supporters~all these in the wake 
of NCNC' boasts of coming into power in 
the. Midwest area. 

(7) .Mr Speaker Sir, as soon as possible 
after all that catalogue of events and incidents 
had come to what equid be regarded as 
normal, informal "chats" between the NCNC 
and Action Group. top Midwest leaders took 

· place .with a view to reaching some form of 
. agreement in relation to the Midwest issue. 

I , 

At this juncture, I will crave the indulgence 
of. this honourable House to deal at some 
length with the short-lived discussions 
between Action Group an~ NCNC leaders. 

t• . 

I have no doubt that I will be accused of 
quoting publications which are in ·any case 
matters of public controversy . 

On the 8th of February, 1962 the following 
letter was addressed by the hon. Dennis 
Osadebay to me as the Minister for Midwest 
Affairs. It reads as follows: 
"l-Ion. J. E. Otobo, 

Minister. of Midwest Affairs, 
Ibadan. 

Dear Sir, 
I think it is tim" for your Party and ours 

to enter into conversation as 'to the creation 
of the Midwest Region. Accor:dingly, we 
have appointed Mr Chike Ekwuyasi and one 
or two others to meet you and one or two 
o,thers from your own side for the purpose of 
:r;eaching agreement on how to proceed. 
In writing this .letter, I have the mandate of 
my Party. 

Warmest regards, 
Yours sincerely, . 

(sgd) D. C. Osadebay, 
NCNC Chairman, Midwest Working , 

Committee 
On the 10th of February, 1962, after holding 
the usual consultation at our own Party end, 
I issued the following letter to the hon. 
D. C. Osadebay, Chairman, Midwest Working 
Committee of the NCNC. 
"My Dear Sir, 

Your letter Ref. No. 36/Vol. 21/74 of 8th 
February. 

2. May I humbly point out that we consider 
that it would be proper that future communi­
cations should be either between the two 
Secretaries or between yourself as Chairman · 
of your Midwest Working Committee and 
Chief Anthony Enahoro, as Chairman of our 

'Midwest Action Group Executive. But as 
earnest of our good faith, we are not going 
to stand now on this procedure and will 
deal with the matter raised by you. 

3. As regards the request for a meeting, 
I am directed to say that your suggestion is 
acceptable and that hon. J. E. Otobo and two 
others will be available to , meet your rep­
resentatives. May we suggest that this 
meeting be fixed for Saturday, 17th February 
or Sunday, 18th February at Ibadan. 

-4. We hope your delegates would be in a . 
position to indicate at this meeting what 
your views are, having regard to the fact 
that the · general outline of our views has 
been widely publicised. 

Yours faithfully, 
(sgd) J. E. Otobo, 

Minister of Midwest Affairs · 

1.• 
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·As I have just read, Sir, in this letter he 
indicated that· he had the full mandate. I 
think I should, at this juncture, say this in 
fairness to hon. D. C. Osadebay, that but for 
the machinations of cer'i:ain irresponsible 
elements irf the NCNC, han. Osadebay is 
sincere at heart on this issue of the Midwest 
Region. . (Hear, hear). After the usual con­
sultations, I sent a reply accepting his offer 
and suggested a date and venue. February 
21st at 11· a.m. at Ikeja V.I.P. Rest House 
was finally agreed upon. This meeting was 
held and present were: · 

for the Action Group-myself, 
Han. Akere, Regional Minister; 
Han. Anuku, Regional Minister 

and Chief J. E. Odiere, Secretary of 
the Midwest Action Group. 

. 'l~he decisions reached were as follows: 

(a) That both parties support in princi­
ple the creation of a Midwest Region. 

. (b) That a top lev~l meeting be arranged 
to discuss and reach agreement on the 
subjects listed by the Action Group 
Delegation; 

(c) That it was noted that any agreement 
reached would be embodied in the Midwest 
Constitution Act, and thaf the Action 

·· Group would not be expected to co-operate 
further unless and ~ntil agreement had 
been reached. 
· (d) That neither party should sai or do 

anything which might prejudice ot; mar 
· the.se negotiations, and the Minister of 
Midwest Affairs gave an undertaking to 
look into any complaints made to him by 
NCNC · leaders and supporters in the 
Midwest; and 

(e) That the next meeting would · take 
place on · 7th April, a date which was later 
changed to 18th March: after further 
consultations. 

18th March, Mr Speaker, Sir. The sub­
sequent history was brief. On about the 
16th March it began to appearfrom unofficial 
unconfirmed sources that the 18th March 
top-level meeting would not be held. · As it 
happened, on. the. 18th· no NCNC delegation 
turned up, nor was any explanation made to 
us. All that we were told on the evening of 
the .1 9th was that certain Motions and . Bills 
connected with the Midwest issue would be 
taken in the Federal Parliament. Thus ended 
the negotiations and .all hopes of reaching 
agreement. . Since then, of course, the 
Motion had .been re-listed and passed as a 
R~ferendum Act. 

As a matter of fact, it is now that we hav~ 
begun to know Mr Speaker, Sir:, why they 
did not turn up. As it turned out to be 
on the 19th March which was a Monday, the 
whole business coming before the Feder·al 
Parliament had been laid on,· the Motion had 
been relisted, the Act of Referendum ·had 
been drafted and the Act of the Midwest 
Region had also been drafted, so that even 
though they agreed that the agreements 
would be embodied in those constitutional 
_instruments, they lmew that they ·were merely 
deceiving us and playing for time. It was 
not surprising that on the 18th they did not 
turn up.-These are the people who come 
here and say that we are not sincere. (Govern­
ment Benches: Shame, shame). 

I have, Mr Speaker, gone into all those 
details to show that the greatest enemies of 
the Midwest are certain classes of individuals · 
in the NCNC who believe that no discussion 

· of any type with the Action Group is neces­
sary; who believe that, in any case, the Feder~! 
Government knows what type of Constitution 
to give to . the Midwest; who believe that it 
is no business of the Action Group to 
interfere; who believe that it is not for .the 
Action Group supporters to vote "Yes" at a 
referendum and to trust, thereafter, the NPC­
NCNC Coalition Government to use their 
mature judgement and sense of fairplay to do 
what is best for the Midwest. 

This is_~ strange principle, Mr Speaker, Sir, _ 
which has no parallel anywhere in the world. 
I mean the principle of voting for a . Constitu- · 
tion which does not exist, and indeed for 
something you don't know anything about. 

The Mover of the Motion, tl).e hon. 
Premier, has already elaborated on the world­
wide principle of prior discussion and agree­
ment. I can only supplement by emphasising 
fir~.tly-:-This. country, as mentioned by him, · 
has attained its present status after a series of 
preliminary conferences at which agreements 
were reached by all parties , before formal 
constitutional enq.ctments were . promulgated. 

Secondly-the recent.case of Kenya is fresh 
in our memory. In this ·case, not only. were 
the outlines of the Constitution agreed 
upon, but the membership and portfolios of 
the coalition were decided before Her 
Majesty's Government made chan.ges .in · 
the Constitution. In this connection ri shall 
quote from the Sunday Post. Those of you, · 
on the other side, I know, will say ~'Sunday 
Post is our paper". Mr Speaker, Sir, they 
say "Sunday Post is our paper". What were 
the agreements reached duripg the prelimi­
nary discussion .between the. lead~rs of . t~e 
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m.ajor political parties in Kenya? First, Sir, 
~f ~ may read: 
: . ·"By the agreement, Mr Ngala will be 

Minister of State with responsibility for 
Constitutional Affairs in liaison with the 
Governor's Office and for the administra­
tion, and Mr Kenyatta will be Minister of 
State with responsibility for the same ...... " 

and then they went on to actually listing out 
who were to hold the various portfolios: 

"After t)lat, and only after that, the 
"Governor agreed that the l~aders of the 
political parties with two Ministers respon ­
sible for the .portfolios of Legal Affai1 s and 
Defence should retain them and then only 
after that and not until then. In an official 
·announcement the Kenya ·Governor, ..... . 
said that the Queen had issued instructions 
through the Colonial ·secretary to increase 
the size of the Kenya Cabinet to sixteen 
Ministei·s ...... ". All were negotiations, 
before constitutional issues.were settled. 

. Thirdly, the French referendum on the 
·Algerian problem may be cited. The referen­
dum held in Metropolitan France, as also · 
that to be held in Algeria, is a simple enough 

f . "Y " "N " b t . process o . votmg es or o u , m 
actual fact, Mr Speaker, Sir, weeks and 
wee~s of negotiations have produced an agreed 
Constitution for Algeria, the strength of the 
French Armed Forces to be based in Algeria, 
the composition of the interim administration, 
the position of the Algerian desert, and so on. 
All these details hiwe been known· before the 
referendum recently held in Metropolitan 
France and before the referendum in Algeria 
itself. · 

It is precisely the same thing that we ask 
for in the Midwest, but because the NPC.~ 
NCNC Coalition: are in a hurry to liquidate 
the Action Group party and Government and 
to force an NCNC rule on tlw people of the 
Midwest; all accepted principles and practices 
must n.ow be cast overboard. · · · 

Fourthly, it ought to be mentioned here 
that the outbreak of rioting, lawlessness and 
murders in the Midwest area in recent months, 
coupled with deliberate incitement against 
Action Group supporters, and against consti­
tuted authority; made negotiations between 
the Action Group and the NCNC imperative 
if oHly to bring about a pre-referendum state 
·of calmness, and if only to ensure stability for 
any future Government. 

·It will be clear, from all I have said so "far, 
that a substantial section of influential NCNC 
leadership is not well-meaning in its agitation 
for a Midv,\est Region. ·To them a Midwest 

Region is synonymous with an · .NCNC 
controlled Midwest. They are entitled to 
this ambition to rule, but, equally, if the 
Midwest issue is now one of spite ancl one of 
struggle for power, surely other ~olitical 
parties are . entitled to take a stand dlfierent 
.from that of the NCNC. 

As I said before, Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
question is not one now between us and the 
Yorubas; and they know that. Why do I ~ay 
that? They ran round the whole of the Mtd­
west and what did they say? They said · 
that as soon as the referendum was successful. 
they woulU dissolve all Action Group control­
led councils. And are those Action Group 
controlled Councils not manned by the people 

. and natives of the Midwest? And they said 
that they were going to dissolve all customary 
courts manned by certain persons in the Mid­
west. Are those persons not natives of the 
,Midwest? Are they Yorubas? And they 
say that they want Midwest because of the 
oppression and victimisation of the Action 
·Group men . . Are those Action . Group 
people not Midwesterners? 

In this connection, let me pose two ques­
tions-·· 

(i) If it is tr~e that the' NCNC sincerely 
wants a Midwest Region as a matter of 
policy as opposed to looking for an NCNC 
area of control are they prepared to provide 
in a Midwest Constitution for the present 15 
Action Group., and 14 NCNC Members in 
this House to start off a Midwest Govern­
ment controlled by the Action Group? 
Are they prepared. to do that? (Opposition 
Benches: Yes). Why didn't they fight for 
it in the Constitution? 

(ii) What has the rest of .the Western 
Region got to do with a Midwest Region? · 
Why draw an unnecessary red-herring? 
Frank Oputa-Otutu please tell me. What 
has the creation of a Midwest Region got 
to do witl;l the fate of the Yoruba West? 
What has itgot to do? 

As I said before these people are not 
serious; the result is that they want to put as·. 
many red-herrings as possible across the track .. ' 
People who are sincere people who want to 
cut off cannot say "We want .a Midwest · 
Region" and turn round and say "Y at~ must 
not exist". What they are saying is that they 
do not want a Midwest Regiqn. 

Let me say, Mr Speaker, Sir, a word or two 
in retrospect, and so, incidentally, indicate 
consisten'cy on the part of us over this 
Midwest issue. ln 1955 the NCNC refused 
anything to do with the B.D.P.P., an organisa­
tion dedicated to placing the Midwest issue 
above party politics. This was the number 
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one mistake. In 1957, at the London 
Conference, the Midwest issue again failed 
because the NCNC refused to co-operate with 
any other pa:t:~Y in the Midwest. This was 
number two mistake. Again at the resumed 
Conference in 1958 the Midwest issue flopped 
.because the NCNC refused to team up with 
Action Group minorities at the conference. 
That ~vas number three mistake. Once 
again, in 1962, the NCNC still believes it 'can 

· go it alone, and are even abusing · everybody 
and ped~ling threats into the bargain. 

M r Speaker: Order, Order. The hon. 
Gentleman's ' time is up. Is it the wish of 
the House that the hon. Gentleman should 
continue his speech? (The House indicated 
assent). The hon. Gentleman can continue 
his speech. · 

Mr Otobo: I still believe what I believe 
in 1955, 1957 an'd 1958- namely that unless 
and until the Midwest issue is placed above 
party politics in the formative stages, there 
won't be much daylight in the proposal. 

· Towards that end, and ~s NCNC Spol~es­
men w:ho were connected with the doomed 
AG-NCNC talks would confirm, I was one 
of those instrumental in paving the way for 
the 'negotiations. Whether the position can 
be saved and righted is a matter which 
depends upon the NCNC. But the situation 
cannot be retrieved by the mentality of the 
generality of the NCNC leadership in the 
Midwest; nor by the type of attitude like 
that of a Member for Ibadan; and nor by this 
type of flamboyant speech :• "With or with­
out the support of the Action Group, the 
creation of the Midwest will soon become a 
reality". 

In conclusion, ' let me reiterate my funda­
mental beliefs-, 

First- That the Midwest issue missed 
the rail the moment the NCNC thought 
tll:ey could go it alone. · 

Secondly- that the greatest disservice to 
the cause of the Midwest issue was the 

. discourteous and s'piteful manner in which 
the NCNC ignored the second AG-NCNC 
top-level meetings scheduled for 18th 
March. 

Third- , That it is impossible to obtain 
the support of the AG substantial majority 
of the Midwest electorate by threats nne! , 
intimidations. 

Fourth...:_That the present impasse is 
brought about by the refusal of the NCNC 

· to recognise a world-wide principle; namely, 
that . constitutional . advances are always 
preceded by negotiations and agreement. 

·. Fifth- That the N CNC overplayed its 
hand by introducing into the Midwest 
issue extraneous and irrelevant matters 
such as the fragmentation of the rest of 
the Western Region and the implied 
suggestion that the Action Gr oup a:~ a 
party and the Western Government should 
dissolve and annihilate themselve~. · 

Sixth- That the NCNC has a long way 
to go to ·:persuade reasonable · people that 
its motives in regard to the Midwest 
Region are genuine and pure and that their ­
conception of the Midwest Region is not 
synonymous with NCNC control. 

Seventh- That in the face of ·these 
formidable factors and issues, ·and without 
solving same, any talk of a Midwest Region 
is tantamount to il'l:sincerity, unpardonable 
blindness and obstinate refusal to face the 
realities of a situation. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, we are where we are 

today over this issue because that is where . 
the NCNC wants the Midwest, the Western 
Region, and the Western Nigeria Government 
to be. It is to be hoped that the Midwest 
issue will be handled with care: it has wide 
implications; it has tributaries, and :carries a 
lot of backwash. The future of this Federa­
tion- this young nation- depends upon j t .. , 

This Government has no alternative ·b;fore. 
it; the Motion by the Premier flows logically 
frorri events in the Federation generally and 
from NCNC performances, behaviours and 
actions during the past twelve months . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to second. 
Question proposed. 
Sitting suspended at 11.50 a.m. 

·Sitting resumed at 12.32 p .m. 
The Leader of the Opposition (Mr R~ A. 

Fani-Kayode): It is my honour, Sir, and 
privilege to take this opportunity of moving 
an Amendment to this Motion,. Amendment , 
of which I ·have given notice to this House 
and to the Premier. The Amendment to the 
Motion is as follows: 

Lines 1 to 2 : after the word House in 
line 1 delete the following words "dis- · 
approves and rej.ects the so-called" and 
insert the words ~'approves and accepts the". 
After the word "proposal" in line 2 delete 
the words "purporting to have _been". 

Lines 10-15: delete all the words after 
the word "nren" in line 10 down to nnd 
including the word "thereof" in line 15. 
The Motion as amended to read­

"That•this House approves and acc~pts 
the proposal approved by resolution of . 
each House of Parliament for an alteration 
to section 3 of the Constitution . of . th~ · 
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Federation of Nigeria for the purpose of 
establishing the fourth Region within the 

· Federation of Nigeria consisting territorially 
of Benin Province in_ Western Nigeria 
including Akoko Edo District in Afenmai 
Division and Delta Province in ·western 
Nigeria including Warri Division and Warri 
Urban Township area". 
Mr Speaker, Sir, it is with great humility 

that . I rise today to move the Amendment to 
the _Motion presented to this House by the 
hon. Premier of the Western Region, Chief 
S. L. Akintola. Great humility because we 
are all on the threshold of making a decision 
of such magnitude that might make or mar 
the very existence of our great country in-the 
near future. · Yet on such momentous occa­
sions, we must face our problems squarely 
and strive for perfection for our obvious 
imperfection. We must strive to clear the 
dust of ·political conflict from our eyes, 
though we are much in the political arena 
and the dust is flying very thick. 

We must try to think dearly 'amidst the 
confusion created by strife, by lust, and even 
by hatred, _ as 'only by strong, determined 
adherence to simple arid basic principles 
can we achieve the strength of mind and the 
strength of character to · make the right 
decision. ' 

'the hon. Premier moved his Motion with 
such ferocious resentment of the Federal 
proposals that very few people wi.ll doubt the 
sincerity of his resentment. Under the 
circumstances, the strain and the stress, 
I for one, and I am sure most of us on this 
side of the House and in our party, will 

_ forgive the open and veiled insults that made 
the speech from the beginning to the end 
coar~e and vulgar. For · I am sure the Prime 
Minister would resent being described as a 
tool, an implement without a will, or mind, 

. or conscience . of usage, by others. The 
bitterness in hon. Otobo's speech was naked; 
yet this must be overlooked. 

These are matters we all must brush aside 
for we cannot approach any lasting solution 
with" .. bitterness in our hearts. Before I 
commend my Amendment to the House, 
_Mr Speaker, it is my duty, as briefly as 
possible, to outline salient and cogent 
principles ' of federalism and the points on 

· which· the han. Premier has based his speech. 
I must then ask ·the Members of this House, 
Mr Speal\er, to search their hearts and ask 

· themselves whether the hon. Premier has 
given' any positive proposals for the solution 
of these genuine defects :to· which he ·has 
pointed in 'the . structure of our Federation, 

l . 

and which truly bedevil the future harmonious 
growth of our country. - ' 

The principles laid down by Mills Dagehot 
and Wheare are the · basic principles of true 
federalism. On this basis the ' Nigerian 
Federation is imperfect, the existing fact 
pointed out by the Premier is also true, arid 
that is that the Northern Region can today 
dominate both the Eastexn and Western 
Regions, thus leading them sooner or later to 
disintegration. This is a major constitutional · 
problem in Nigeria today. The hon. Premier 
stipulated that creating the. Midwest ·state 
will make the position worse, and proposed 
that the status quo iplie of the Regions must be 
maintained, and that no new states should . 
now be created. Thi:; is clearly no solution , 
to the problem. On -the other hand, if the . , 
Midwest is created and the resultant effect 
of the creation of such state is proved benefi- · 
cial to the Federation, the basic principle of 
self-detem1ination might become acceptable 
to all the Governments and political parties, · 
and the .. political unity thereby realised · 
throughout the Federation will save the · 
Federation from the disintegration which a 
change in its status quo must compel. 

- Secondly, this is the first time that the 
Action Group ·party or . an Action Group 
Government has come . with a declaration 1· 

that it has accepted in principle that no new 
states should be created in Nigeria. The ' 
Action Group had consistently demanded · 
on ethnic and linguistic basis a division of 
the Federation in states. This has been a . 
sensibl~ representation. Yet Chief Akintola 
said-I will quote: 

"The Action Group has been a party ; 
to one decision only, which was that· of ' 
the majority at the 1958 Constitutional 
Conference, and that was the acceptance ·. 
of rhe Willink Commission Report that ' · 
there should be no new states created"~ 

Only the exigencies of the inoment can 
e:x:cuse the hon. Premier from such confused 
thinking. To 'my knowledge, arid to the 
knowledge of the whole country, the spokes­
men of t,he Action Group have, times without ­
number, reiterated their insistence on the 
creation of more states in the Federation 
and recently in the course of the Debate of 
the Federal Proposal, now before this House, 
in the House of Representatives, the Federal 
President of th~ Action Group and Leader of 
Opposition in the House of Representatives, 
Chief Obafemi Awolowo, stated that · the 
proposal would not be acceptable to his 
party. unless an assurance was given by 
Parliament that eleven new states would be 
create$! all over -the Federation: · 
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In 1.961, the Leader of the Action Group 
in the Federal House, and his members in the 
House, wholly supported the same proposal 
without a dissenting voice. By this new 
statement on States, is the hon. Premier 
jettisoning the basic principles of federalism 
of Mills, of Bagehot, and of Wheare that ·he 

· quite rightly accepted de facto at the 
commencement of his speech? 

The hon. Premier felt it was necessary to 
show that the 1955 resolution of this Western 
House of Assembly calling for the creation of 
a Midwest State was without the force of law, 
or that even if it had the force of law, it had 
been overtaken by subsequent events, and 
that, therefore, his Government is not hound 
by it. Surely, no one ever suggested that 
the resolution of 1955 had the force of law if 
only for the following reasons. 

The Regional Governments had no powers 
to create new Regions. They had none at all 
at the time. They have none now and, as 
Chief Akintola rightly pointed ·out, the 
House. of Chiefs. neve!." passed the Motion. 
neither did the Queen give her assent; and 
no doubt the principle that no Parliament can 
bind its successor is obviously admitted, but 
.surely the Premier will allow the fair 
comments of others that the freely elected 
Members of the Western House of Assembly 
with an Action Group Government on a vote 
o.f conscience unanimou§ly supported the 
creation of the Midwest State. (Applause). 
More so, as Chief Akintola pointed out, the 
Government left its Members to vote accord­
ing to their conscience on that memorable 
day, a spontaneous agreement by the Legisla­
tive Assembly of the Region concerned being 
reached on the claim of Midwesterners for 
self-determination. 

To crown it all, Chief Akintola, Premier of 
this Region, said the Motion: had been · 

· overtaken by subs.equent events. Mr 
Speaker, Sir, what subsequent events? The 
hon. Chief Akintola sai~, and I quote him:-

"The 1955 Western House of Assembly 
Motion has, therefore, been overtaken and 
over-ridden by events ......... The latest 
authority .which has over-ruled all prior 
decisions on the creation of States in 
Nigeria is the Willink Commission ......... · 
He would be a poor advocate who rests his 
case upon decisions that have been over­
ruled by higher tribunals ........ May I 
repeat, the ruling .of the higher tribunal has 
been against the 1955 Western House of 
Assembly Motion. Quotations that are 
appropriate on state issues can only be 
made from the Willink Commission Report. 

Because the Federal House decided tl 
issues of the proposed state on the 19 ' 
Western House of Assembly Motion whi< 
had been overruled by Willink Commi 
sion-a higher tribunal-the decisic 
cannot stand. The Federal Motion . f 
the creation of the Midwest State mu, 
therefore, be disapproved and rejected". 

Mr Speaker, Sir, this is muddled thinki1 
par excellence.. The Willinks Report w 
submitted to the 1958 Constitutional Con£ 
renee as Chief Akin.tola admitted, and w 
hotly debated and the outcome of that deba 
on the issue of the creation of States 
section 4 of the Constitution of the Federati< 
of Nigeria. ' Is Chief Akinto.la serious 
suggesting that section 4 under which J 
purports to move this Motion is not the lr> 
word on the issue of the creation of States 
the Federation of Nigeria? Does that secti• 
close completely the creation of State: 
Any reasonable being will see that the sectic 
has made provisions, though. stringent f 
the creation of States and that the Wiliin 
Report is no more today a part of 6 
Constitution as Carrols "Alice in Wonde 
land". - · · 

In concluding my comments . on the ho 
Premier's speech I must touch · on ·a ft 
constitutional details. He stated that t l 
Constitution and the laws of the new Regie 
would be unknown; but legal draftsmen ha 
not lost their skill in applying the existi1 
Constitution of each constituent part of tl , 
new Region thus created from. the Weste ' 
Region with necessary.- . adaptations , ar 
modifications · similar to section 3 of tl 
Nigeria (Constitution) Order in Council , 
the 12th of September, 1960; on which· 01 

present Constitution is based, and section 
regarding the right <;>f Regional Legislatur. 
to amend their Constitutions. This wi 
cover entirely the details requited at page 
of the Premier's speech relating to (1 
Constituency delimitation, (c) safeguard fc 
Minorit1es 'within the proposed Region, an 
eliminate (e) preliminary discussion . on th 
Constitution of the proposed Region, an 
other relevant matters. As for (d) arrange 
ments for holding of general ,.eLeetibn int · 
the Legislature of the proposed Region 
or to put it more clearly, into the Legislatur 
of new Regions, are adequately covered b, 
various sections of the existing Constitutio~ 
of the Federation of Nigeria. 

The hon. Premier also· stated his Part' . 
demanded and was refused a spontaneous an~ 
categorical statement from . the Fed era. 
Government to the effect that should the 
Midwest State be created the rest of Western 
Nigeria would ipso facto constitute and rem~in 
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[MR FANI-KAYODE] hon. the Premier made the final amendment 
a corporate Regional entity under the Consti- added to the tail end of his originat'Motion 
tution. First and foremost, the hon. Premier about strict compliance with section 4 of the 
must realise that in Nigeria today the Consti- ··Constitution of the Federation of Nigeria? 
tution, . and not the Federal ·Parliament, is His speech is completely vacant on this issue. 
supreme, and the Constitution is there for This is astonishing, as the hon. Premier took 
all of us to interpret. · No expression of faith, pains to add the amendment. · However, 
or opinion, or the like, sought from the as I said before, it is difficult to blame the 
I:ederal Government could have changed an Premier for, from the bitterness in his heart, 
iota of the Constitution of the country. The nothing but confusion could be born. · 
Action Group is fully, I ani. certain; aware and Mr Speaker Sir, in our dealings with one ; 
advised on the Constitutional effects of these another in this great Federation let us be 
changes. The Action Group does not like guided by love, by charity, by principle's and 
the legal implications that have been fairly by justice. On these alone can we create 
and rightly included in the Constitution. harmony out of the discordance in our various 
Instead of attacking the Constitution, which tongues. On these alone, ·and on faith can 
it canno~ do, it has now, a~ if it i.s not ot;.e of we create a nation out of our different peoples. 
th,e parties that gave sanctwn to It. cast 1t on , On these, and more, can we create a nation . 
the doorsteps of the Federal Government. of our trjbes, our clans, our countrymen. 

There is no doubt that, ipso facto; _both the 1 ·we must create a nation or accept the in­
Midwest State · and the rest of the Western - evitability of disintegration. A free Nigerian 
Region would be corporate Regional entities nation can ohly be created from free Nigerian · 
under the specific and general directives · of peoples, and so long as ~y part of Nigeria , 
the Constitution as may be applicable under feels }t is in bondage to another pm-t so long 
the circumstances. (Applause) . shall the threat of disintegration of our mighty · 

The hon. the Premier also referred to Federation exi&t. 
the constitutional duties of the Prime Minister The Premier asked: Was the Federal 
and the Federal Government to supervise Moti<?n based on politi~l. comprom~ses? 
the administration of any new Region before Was 1t based up~m t~e pnnc1ples ?f adju~t­
general elections. Surely, the hori. Premier ment of the relati:re s1zes of the vanous umts 
can be great eriough to rely on the Prime of. t~e Federatwn? Surely, . the~e . two . 
Minister to administer the , Cons,titution, pnnc1p~es do not exhaust the basic prmciples . 
as he is bound to do, with the fear of God, with on which new States could be created. _, · 
justice to all, with fairness to all, giving free Tl;.e .Federal proposal. w<l:s based on the 
rein to free expression of the people's desire pnnc1ple of self-determmatwn. 
by free electi'ons. Self-determination is an inalienable right ,.' 

And last of all, Mr Speaker, the issue of of free peoples. It is a right based on the· ~ · 
revenue allocation is . not in dispute. ·The basic fundamental principle of co-existence 
principles on which the various parts of the amongst different peoples. It is a · · 

· Fede_.ration made the original allocation of of . love, of charity · and of 
revenue amongst the~selves ' are not forgotten. (Applause). , In a Federation such 

Mr Speaker, Sir, let us not becloud the 
greater issues of the day. We can look after 
the details later, but since the hon. the 
Premier is so engrossed in constitutional 
issues in his speech I must warn him that 
technically his Motion is of no constitutional 
significance- (Applause from Opposition 
Benches)~on the issue of the creation of the 
Midwest State, for the duty imposed on his 
·Government is contained in section 4 (3) (a), 
not 4 (3) (b), "that the proposal shall be sub­
mitted to the Legislative Houses of all the 
Regions." The duty of the Premier is to 
submit the PI~oposal to this august Assembly 
as it stands and not a Motion calling on the 
House _to reject the proposal. Once he has 
submitted his proposal as required by law 
he can address this House on rejecting it if 
he so desires. For what purpose has the 

it is a principle of strength through h., ·....,..nn·.r 'lf4 

and national solidarity by the people's 
consent. Can we the majority of people 
in this Region, the Y orubas, without a stringe 
of conscience stultify the aspirations of 
Edo speaking peoples of this Region for self­
determination? If th~~e aspirations do not 
exist at .all, then I can understand our J.<U.luJ.c.~,-: , 
to accept any proposal fo'r giving it life. 

This Motion does not of itself create 
fourth Region. It only enables the 
in the area to speak for themselves: 
peo'ple speak. (Cheers from the 
Benches). 

M r Spe,aker, let us stick by the principles of. 
humanity in this Region, whatever might be. 
the · case elsewhere. The Constitution has · 
made provision for a plebiscite in the areas . 
affected. Not a simple majority but three~ : 
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fifths of the people entitled to vote must show 
their desire and aspiration for the fourth 
Region before such a Region can be 
established. 

Acceptance of this Government Motion 
only means that this House does not approve 

. of the Edo people making their claims to 
self-determination. Can we before God 
defend such a denial of justice? Our country 
obtained Independence from Britain solely 
because Great Britain recognised our right' 
to self-determination even when we were 
not free and what right have we to Indepen­
dence if we deny the right of free choice of 
association to others? Does this principle 
of self .. determin;:ttion ~pply only to the 
Western Region of Nigeria? Does it run 
through in all the Federation-East, North 
ancl West? Iris a basic principle that applies 
not only througho-ut the Federation of 
Nigeria-West, East and North-:-but also· 
throughout the whole of Il,lankind. · It is a 
principle the recognition of which brings 
ab~ut peace and concorg to the people 
of this world in which we live and the denial 
which ' is the basic cause of the cold war 
and threat of the world disintegration. 

Let us in this Region set the foundation for 
lasting peace in the Federation. Only good can 
result from the acceptance of this Amendment, 
and where good is made manifest by our faith, 
charity and greatness, the .other parts of the · 
Federation must follow and wherever there 
is genuine demand for self-determination, be 
it in Calabar Provine~ in Eastern Region, 
the Middle Belt amongst the Kanuri people 
'in the · North, each· particular Government 
will in faith, in love, in charity, let the people 
speak. Without these principles and these 

·. virtues, our Federation must be riddled 
with rancour, .bitterness, discord and accord­
ingly weakened. 

Mr Speaker, let us set the ball of charity 
rolling in the hearts of men; let us . stick to 
principles of justice, even though it hurts; 
let us establish greatness · within ourselves 
before we look for it in others. 

Mr Speaker, in all sincerity, I. commend 
this Amendment to all sides of this House. 
May we all this day live in ·honour with our 
people and at peace with ourselves. Mr 
,Speaker, Sir, I commend the Amendment. 
(Cheers ' from the Opposition Benches and 
prolonged interruptions from Government 
Benche3). · 

' •' 
Mr G. I. Oviasu (Benin West I): Mr 

Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the Amendment 
Motion so ably moved by the Leader of the 
Opposition. This was the text of the · 

Motion passed and sent by the Federa 
Legislature to the other Regional Leg!slativt 
Houses in the Federation. The other tw< 
Regional Houses have given their apptova 
and it is a highly provocative challenge or 
the part of this Government to chang• 
completely the text of that Motion. and I hop, 
that Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa ;will takt 
special note of this provocative challenge a. 
one of the various acts of inconsistency of thi: 
Region which daily subjects the feelings o 
all right thinking men to a crescendo.:..... 
(Interruptions). · · 

The provisions for the creation of a ne'A 
Region are clearly stated in our Constitutior 
and the Laws of Western Nigeria. The pre· 
requisite is that the people of any a:rea shoulc 
give a positive expression oftheir desire. Tha 
has been fulfilled by the Midwesterners. Tht 
struggle for this new Region started in .19 5: 
and was spear-headed by a cultural organisa­
tion known as the Benin Delta Peoples Party 
Nearly all the Midwest legislators and chief~ 
were members of this body. The aspiratior 
for the crer1tion of the Midwest Region wa~ 
so strong that on 4th of June, 1955, thi ~ · 
Legislature unanimously adopted a Motior 
calling upon it for the creation of Midwes · 
Region: that momentous Motion was movet 
by a Government · bencher.. Later th< 
Midwest State .Movement, under the leader· 
ship of Chief D. C. Osadeba,., took th( 
mantle from the Benin Delta Peoples Party. 

A political .. paper entitled "The Case for 
the Midwest" was written and carried to the 
London Constitutional Conference. · The 
British Government agreed that the .Minority 
problems as enunciated by the Midwest State 
Movement really existed in· Nigeria. Sir 
Willink was appointed by the British Govern­
ment to hold an enquiry as . to ·whether 
minority problems existed and to recommend 
ways of allaying minority fears. 'l'he 
evidence given by the chief · spokesman 
for the Government party. that was Chief 
F. R. A. Williams, is still fresh in my memory. 
He presented the case for. the Action Group 
and he said that day that among other things 
his party was not opposed to the _creation .of a 
new Midwest Region but that they wanted 
Akoko-Edo and Warri excluded. Sir Willink 
found that the fears of the minority in · the 
Western Region, that is, the Midwesterners, 
were founded. He found that the Mid,vest 
Region was neglected .. and therefore rec~m­
mended that ··in the ·succeeding years, more 
money . should be spent on the development 
of Midwest roads and other institutions. 
He further recommended the establishment 
of the Edo Minority Council with . certain 
defined statutory powers. 
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'' These recommendations were flouted by 

. this Government of Western Region; our 
roads-were not developed, the Edo Council 
was not set up. Instead, the Government 
proceeded to set up what it called ·a Midwest 
Advis.ory Council which was in fact, not 
representative of the opinion of the people 
,of that area and Mr Willink, the Minority 
Co1'1<1missioner had this to say, to' buttress 
my argument or statement-that the composi­
tion of ·· the . ·Advisory Council was not 
representative of the opinion of the people 
in , the area. I read from page 96 of the 
Minority Report, Clause 32. 

"In the first place, we suggest that the 
Council should be niade more compre­
hensive of the, opinion in the area in which 

· it it> concerned. It is not that the GV'vern­
ment should nominate persons from the 
area ' as · was done in ·the case of · Midwest 
Advisory Council, they must include men 
who are ready to criticise and we consider 
that an element of the Council should be 

. elected or nominated by local bodies in 
the area. We do not think that it is 
necessary that special election should be 
held''. 

That was what Sir Willink had to say on the 
composition of the Midwest Advisory Council 
which was set up by this Region in contradic­
tion of the suggestions · in the Minority. 
Report. (Cries of "Sharne, . shame" from 
Opposition Benches). 

The struggle continued at the London 
Constitutional Conference in 1958, that was 
after the Eastern Region and Western Region 

. attained thei'r . self-government. The case 
for the minority was brought up again. The 
provision for the creation of the new Region 
was written in the Constitution and . .this you 
will find in Clause 4 of the Nigerian Order 
in Council 1960 which stated that if a new 
Region is to be created, certain , provisions 
must be followed. The Federal Government 

. has set the machinery in motion: this is what 
the Federal Government had 'done by sub­
mitting the Motion to the various Regions 

.after it passed it in the Federal Legislature. 
All that is required is for a simple majority . 
of the Regions to pass the Motions, then the 
Region will be created. .(Interruptions). 

.So . Sir, in February, 1961, the Federal 
Government set in motion for the machinery 
for the creation of the· Midwest Region; the 
Motion to this effect, in accordance with 
the Constitution, . was moyed and sent to the 
Regional Houses. In connection with that 
Moti~n, two things are signific?-nt Sir: 

(i) The Leader of the Opposition in the 
Federal House, Chief Obafemi Awolowo, 
did not oppos~ when that Motion was 
moved. He only suggested some amend­
ments as conditions necessary for the 
creation; . 

(ii) the Western Region did not in 1961 
table the Motion even though it was· sent 
to it. It also notes,. Sir, the sporJ:ing · 
manoeuvre which was presented by Chief 

· Enahoro, Deputy Leader of the Opposition 
in the Federal House and who is also the 
Chairman of the Action Group ·in the 
Midwest. 

Owing to a technical error it was necessary 
to bring this Motion to Parliament again­
to· the Federal Parliament and this will be 
the last time that the Motion-will come up, 
because we are taking active steps ·on it, 
and it has ., passed through the Federal 
Parliament and through the other Regions. , 

The stand taken by the Leader of Opposition 
in the Federal House amounted to a position 
that the ·Western Region Government was 
not respon~_ible for the Motion passesJ. in 1955. 
He said the Motion was moved by. a Back 
Bencher. .He . said it was not endorsed by 
the l:fouse of Chiefs. All along, one can see 
the ' Action Group's stand on the creation of 
the Midwest Reg,ion. Its inconsistency and 
its opposition to · the creation of our. new 
Region is manifest. So this Motion moved 
by the hon. Premier of this Region was not 
unexpected. · ' 

· The Midwest Region shall be created and 
the referendum shall, by the grace of God, 
be in our favour. (Cheers). 

Before proceeding further, Sir, I would 
like to reply to some points raised by the hon. 
Premier on this Motion. He stated that' for 
federalism to exist all the units must be equal 
and be of the same size in area and population 
so that no one state shall dominate the other. 
This point is not only childish but savours 
of ignorance. We are aware of the various 

. forms of federalism that exist in the Common­
, wealth, a federal structure might be such in 
which the powers of the federated units are 
defined with residuaL.,powers remaining with 
the Federal Government. · 

In our own Federation·, the residual powers 
reside in the Regions, the Federal Govern- -
ment is a sort of link, and in our Constitution 
there is no provision for secession. Bills 
of right have been entrenched in our Consti­
tution, and in our Constitution there is no 
provision for any Regional Government to 
maintain an Army, an Air Force, an Air Port 
and a Navy: wherein lies the fears that 
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because one Region is larger than the other, 

· therefore · it can ov.erpow~r the others? 
Because the Bill of Right has been entrenched 
in our Constitution it is · possible for any 
single individual to challenge the act of any 
Govepunent. · 

The second point which was raised by 
the Premier is that the NCNC has been 
boasting that if it comes to power iri the 
-Midwest it will victimise the Acti.on Groupers, 
it will dissolve all councils, depose all Action 
Group chiefs, dissolve customary courts 
and so on and so forth. I think, Sir, that 
this allegation is childish and irresponsible. 

· From whom did the hon. Premier get this? 
Who told him? Was it said by a responsible 
Member of the NCNC? I think a responsible 
thinker ought to dismiss such an allegation as 
unfounded. 

He went on further and said that no 
preliminary discussion was held in order 
.to s~ttle the problem of revenue allocation, 
constituency delimination, . _etc. I would 
like to say that the Constitution for the Mid­
west will in no way be different from the 
Co11stitution of the Western Region. 

Chief Akintola: Point of order: If the 
Constitution will be the same then what is the 
purpose of the fight? ....... · . . (Interruption.) 

Mr Speaker: Order, order: I can only 
listen to one speech at a time. Will the hon. 
Member continue his speech? (Cheers). 

Mr Oviasu: The ruling is that the 
.. Premier should noHnternipt me. , 

The fact of the case is that no Member of 
the NCNC on this side of the House, or the 
Federal Parliament or the Eastern House of 
Assembly, or the Midwest State Movement 
has 'ever threatened to victimise any member 
of the· Action Group. Afterall we are all one. 
It is not the intention of the NCNC in the 
Midwest · to victimise anybody. If the 
NCNC- come~ into power in that Region, 
peace and tranquility will reign supreme ..... . 
(interruptions)~ 

The Premier. said that the Prime Minister 
of the· Federation did not give an undertaking 
that if the Midwest Region is created the 
remainder of the West will be recognised as a .. 
Region. They want this written and given 
'to them, but I think that Gentleman is 
responsible enough riot to go back on a word 
which he made so openly. Inconsistency is 
not in ., the way of that Gentleman. 

The Premier also stated that the Midwest 
. may be a problem child and therefore it was 

his duty to protect that problem child in the 

Federation. I am sorry to say that that is not 
his responsibility. We prefer to reign in hell 
than to serve in heaven. 

The Premier asked whether it. was right for 
legitimate son to cut away part of his 
father's land? I am surprised that a · mari 
of such a ·high calibre should be so tribalistic · 
to regard the Midwesterners . as strangers in 
the Western Region. (Interruption-s). It is 
only right to say that the fire of freedom and 
self determination is burning in the heart of 
every lVIidwesterner. 

Mr · Speaker, Sir, the Premier went 
further to say that he will not mind to 
challenge the legality of the Federal . Motion. 
I tell you, Sir, that this or other forum which 
he referred to is the court ·of law 'and I · 
challenge the Premier of this Region to take 
the matter to Court; he will fail woefully. 

Finally Sir, Members on that side of the 
House, including Chief Obafemi Aw6lo'o/o, 
have said that when it is time for the Refe­
rendum to take place, they will come to the 
M'idwest to campaign against it. · I sound 
a note of warning: "Let them dare come"; 
physical objections shall follow. . . :,, · ' 

Chief Akintola: Will the hon. Member 
repeat that? Is he going to · commit murder 
there? I am going to the place- we are 
going to be there; do your best and see 
(Cheers). 

Mr Oviasu: Mr Speaker Sir, if that· 
word is ·offensive to the Premier, I withdravv 
it. (Interruptions). 

Mr R. A. Akinyemi: Point of Order. 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I lmow that that statement is · 
very unparliamentary and he has withdrawn 
it. On th~ Oppo~ition side, we tender an · 
apology for such a statement. (Interruptions). 

Mr Speaker: Order, order. The hon. 
Gentleman has withdrawn the offensive 
word and I believe it is the opinion of the 
House that he should withdraw . . (Shouts 
of .. "Yes, Yes" . from the Government 
Benches.) 

Well, we have now told him to withdraw 
and he has withdrawn it. 

Mr Oviasu: Mr Speaker Sir, even though 
I have withdrawn that statement, I have been 
told that iri a Parliamentary debate like this, 
hard words are inevitable. (Interruptions). · 
I know a Member of the other side of the 
House who takes n double barrel gun to 
camp::~ign meetings, I don't carry a "double 
barr((l". (Interruptions.) 
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I am reporting toyou,Sir, and I crave•your 
protection. I have been asked to withdraw 
the words and I have withdrawn it, thc.ugh 
I don't carry a double barrel with me here 
a·s he carries about. And look at-him sitting 
there-he is calling me an idiot I Mr 
Speaker Sir,-(interruption's)_;_I wait for your 
ruling Sir, · because I .feel that it is highly 
unparliamentai·y. (Interruptions.) 

(Sl:z.outs of "Withdraw, withdraw" from 
Opposition Benches.) 

·Chief Osuntokun: Did the Speaker 
hear. me utter that word? 

Mr Spe~ker: Order, order. I think it 
will be an . abuse of the privilege of this 
House if I were to be called upon •'::o pro­
nounce a decision on certain matters which 
I did not hear at all. (Interruptions). ' 

· )\1:r Oviasu: I think we have to pay 
' regard to the Standihg Orders of this House, 

that Members who are not speaking should 
. be very orderly, and I hope Members of the 
. · other side of the House will be orderly . 

. if anybody continues to heckle me there 
like that, I'll tell him that he is ten thousand 
times more idiotic than myself. (Inter­
ruptions. ) 

The Amendment Motion before the House 
Mr ·Speaker, is a proper M<;>tion and I beg 
to support. · · 

Amendment proposed. 

Chief F. Oputa-Otutu (Aboh West): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the Amendment 
Moticm. 

In doing so, Sir, I would like to remark 
that I- am doing so with some mixed feelings­
a feeling of joy and a feeling of disapp<;>int­
ment. Feeling of · joy because the Action 
Group has now come out openly with its 
expressed view on the creation of the Mid­
west State, and disappointment, Sir, because 
it is now clear that the leaders of the Action 
Group are opposed to the question of the 
creation of the Midwest Region. 

Sir~ before I go further, I would like to refer 
to a point made by the hon. the Premier of 
this Region, and I feel, Sir, that it is necessary 
to emphasise this point. 

· He said that the 1955 Motion of the 
Western ·House of Assembly, to which 

· copious references have 'been ma~e, was with 
the concurrence of both the NPC and the 
NCNC. He referred to the Willink Commis .. 
sion which of course considered it along with a 

request .for new states for other parts of the , 
FederatiOn . . Both the NPC and the NCNC 
accepted unequivocally the recommendation 
of the Will ink Commission. · By going back 
on it, and insisting upon the creation of the · 
Midwest State, they are proving themselves 
inconsistent. Says he: 

"The 1.955 motion of,. the 'Western 
House of Assembly has therefore. been · 
overtaken by events. In .the light of the 
Willink Commission Report, ...... the 1955 
House of Assembly Motion should be 
regarded as an obsolete document". 

It is futile to keep on reciting it. Mr 
Speaker, Sir, in fact it is most disappointing 
to hear this from the Premier and a leader 
of the Action Group. Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
like to say Sir, that it appears to me that the 
Premier has made the statement in a ~ury. 

Mr Speaker, Sir; I have in mind Sir, that 
in Federal House the Leader of the Action 
Group, Chief Obafemi Awolowo, in ame~ding 
the original Motion proposed that there 
should be eleven' states in the Federation. 
If the Leader of the Action Group proposed 
in the Federal House that there should be 
eleven states in the Federation, what is the · 
point Sir, in the Premier of Western Nigeria,' 
coming to . this honourable House to say that 
the question of the creation of the Midwest ·J 

Region has been closed because the Willink 
Commissioi1 has not supported it? Mr 
Speaker, Sir, it is very inconsistent on the · 
part of the Action Group to do. this. 

Sir, in winding up, the Premier gave 
the following reasons why the Action Group ' 
is opposing the creation of States .. 

' First, Sir, he said that the Motion, which 
was passed in the Federal House, violates the · 
principles of compromise on which the 
Federation is based, and therefore the creation 
of the fourth Region of Nigeria should be 
disapproved and rejected. That is· the . 
submission 0f the ·Premier. , 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I would like to say Sir, , 
that the Premier has missed the boat in this 
connection. 

Chief Akintola: Then I go by air. 
~Laughter). 

Chief Oputa-Otutu: The second , reason 
is also to the effect that since the Motion 
further enlarges and makes more absurd 
the imbalance in the component parts of the 
Federation of Nigeria, where one· single unit 
is large enough to overpower all the others 
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put together, it must 
rejected. ._ 

Nigeria. It is not the duty of the Prime 
be disapproved and Minister to call the constitutional conference 

to decide their own futu1·e. 

Mr Speru{el', Sir, in 1953, there was a 
Constitutional Conference in Great Britain. 
At that time, Sir, the Premier himself was a 
delegate to that Constitutional Conference. 
At that Constitutional Conference, it was 
decided that the Cameroons should be carved 
·out from Eastern Nigeria and become a 
separate State. That was the decision of 
the Conference. Since, that time, the 
Cameroons has been known as the Southern 
'Cameroons. 

· . The third point he mentioned Sir, is that 
since the Motion contained no guarantee or 
assurance of democratic rule of the citizens 
of the proposed Stat'c who have been·· denied 
the opportunity of first discussing and agree­
ing upon the Constitution which will govern 
them later, the Federal Motion must be 
disapproved and rejected. Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I say Sir, that what the Federal House has 
done was merely to approve the Motion for 
the creation of the States. The Federal 
House or the Prime Minister, cannot proceed 
to enact a Constitution or propose a Consti­
tution for a State which does not exist. 

Mr Speaker, Sir; I would like to say Sir, 
that what I feel the Federal House has in 
mind is first of all to be satisfied that the 
people of the Midwest State want the State .. 
When that has been decided by the Referen­
dum, then of course the Constitution of the 
new State will be decided by "the people of 
this Region. That is the point. ·r t is after a 
Referendum that the question of the Constitu­
tion · of the new State can be considered. I 
think it is premature to start to propose a 
constitution for a state which does not exist. 

The point, Sir, is · that the Federal House 
wants first of all to be satisfied that the people 
of the Midwest want a state. I think it is 
better if .the Premier could wait till after the 
referendum; thtn, it will be proper, and it 
should be expected, that the Prime Minister 
will either call a conference of the politic;al 
leaders of Western Region of Nigeria or it 
will be left to tli~ Premier himself to initif.lte 
such a move. 

Mr Speaker, . Sir, . I should · like to say 
that the Premier has made reference to the 
failure of the Prime Minister to call a consti­
tutional conference for the creation of the 
state and to discuss the matter beforehand. 
I would like to say that in my view I think it is 

·the duty of the Premier of the Region to 
call the constitutional conference of all the 
political leaders of the Western Region of 

Now, Sir, the' Premier made a reference 
which I consider unfortunate. The language 
used by the Premier in this House this 
morning in one or two cases appears to be 
rather disappointing. Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
Premier was trying to make certain points, 
arid in his attempt to make those points he 

_ made certain references which are really 
disgusting. For instance, Sir, the Premier 
referred to his father's vineyard. (Interrup­
tions). 

Chief Akintola: Point of explanation 
I never made . reference to my father's 
vineyard. My good old man had no 'vin;eyard 
at all. All I said was that the Western 
Region is the comrrion · property of both of 
us; that our fathers pledged the whole of 
Western Region to us, and that as legitimate 
sons of our fathers both of us must keep it 
intact. (Cheers). . . 

Chief Oputa-Otutu: · Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I am happy that the Premier has explained 
this point because when I listened to' his 
speech I was disappointed. Now that he 
has corrected his speech, I accept 'his ex­
planation. 

,' 

Mr Speaker, Sit\ I would like to say, Sir, 
that it is indeed very reassuring that the 
Premier has made obvious references to the 
alteration .of the·· Constitution. I would like 
to say, Sir, that these references have also 
been taken note of by us. Mr Speaker, Sir, 
the Constitution says that a proposal for the 
alteration shall be submitted to each House 
of Parliament and if that proposal is approved 
by the resolution of each of these Houses 
supported by the votes of at least two-thirds 
of all the members of that House, the proposal 
shall then be , submitted to all the Legislative 
Houses of the Regions; and secondly, Sir, 
if the proposal is approved by the resolution 
of _each Legislative House and the majority 
o.f all the Regions including any Region into 
which all parts of Nigeria is composed .. : .. : ... 

An hon. Member rose.- . 

Mr Speaker: Order, order. If you are 
bored by the speech of the hon. Member, 
I am not. (Prolonged laughter). 

Chief Oputa-Otutu: In any case the 
only point I woulri like · to m·ake is that the 
Premier is wrong.. The question that we 
are here to discuss is the principle of the 
creation of states. If the Action Group 
believes in the creation of states it is indeed 
ridiculous that the same Action Group 

• l 
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I do .. not believe in the cause of the 
should now oppose the creation of a Midwest State but, Sir, because I do not believe 
State. The Action Group should come M_idw~st _State in the present set-up 
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out more boldly and support the creation, - N tgena Without other states being 
of Midwest State and then continue to fight in the other · existing Regions. Sir, it. 
for the creation of more States in the Federa- good to haye a principle, but principles · · 
tion. But to say in one breath, in the Federal to be flexible, otherwise the owners Of 
House, that it supports the creation of eleven principles will perish with them. When 
States and come to this House to say the Sir, . .a big tree does not bend to a great wind 
question of the creation of states had already it breaks with. it. The NPC/NCNC coalitio~ ' · 

. been referred to the London Constitutional in the Federal Government has driven ·the 
Conference and had been rejected by the right thinking people of the Midwest '-to 
Conference, and therefore that the question adopt an attitude against the ptinciple which ~- . 
of the creation of states is dead, is shocking. they have always cherished as a people ·wllo ' · 

have a right to freedom. · 
I would like to emphasise the point that 

the question of the creation of states is 
a question of principle. If you believe 1n 
the principle of the creation of states there . . ' 
1s no reasol) why you should come to oppose 
the creation of the Midwest State. And 
with these t'emarks I · beg to support the 
Amendm~nt and ~o oppose the main Motion. 

. . 
Mr B. I. G. Ewah (Ishan North-East I): 

Mr Speaker, Sir, as a son of the Midwest 
· I beg ~o associate myself unreservedly and 
wholly with the Motion so ably n;wved by 
the hon. Premier . of 'iVestern Nigeria that 
this House disapproves and rejects the so­
called proposal purporting to have been 
approved by a resolution of both Houses of the 
Federal Parliament to the effect that a fourth 
Region within . the Federation of Nigeria 
should· be creat~ consisting of Benin 
Province · including Akoko Edo District 

"in Afenmai Division and Delta Province 
in~luding Warri Division and Warri Urban 
Township area and that this House disputes 
the rightofthe Federation after any purported 
approval of the so-called proposal bv the 
Legislative Houses of Eastern and Northern -
Nigeria to provide for such alteration of 
section 3 of the Constitution except strictly 
in accordance with the provision of section 4 
of our Constitution. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, this is a great moment foi· 
any true son of the Midwest. It is true Sir, 

.. that this Government in its usual progressive 
and freedom ·loving way, origin.1ted the 
idea of the creation of the Midwest State . 
Great sons of the Midwest in both the 
Action Group Party and the NCNC have 
ceaselessly fought -for the creation of the 
Midwest. It has been a great and worthy 
fight but I call thi.s moment an unhappy one 
because by the evil mach in 1tions of the 
Federal Government and . ih:! two parties 

• in coalition, this fight for a Midwest 
State now appears to be a sordid one. 

· Mr Speaker, Sir , I am rejecting the proposal 
to create a Midwest State today, not because 

. . 
. I would like to recall, Sir, that during the ~ 
ill-fated Motior. on the creation of the Mid­
west in the Federal House on the 4th o£ · :· 
~pril, 1961, the Action Group, after losing :>~ 
1ts ·Amendment to the Motion, supported ~-.­
the Motion. This, Sir, was because it ~was \ 
hoped then that after the creation of Midwest 
commonsense would prevail and the Federal 
Government would proceed to create more 
states in other Regions. But, Sir, with• 
statemerit of the Prime Minister of ' 
country· in opening the debate, it was 
on the 23rd March in the Federal Ho 
that after the creation' of Midwest, there 
would be no more states created anywhere in 
the country; any right thinking citizen 

· 'Western Nigeria cannot do anything but' 
acc~pt th..e plight and the ,evil poli~ical design 
behmd the present proposal to create a Mid­
west State. That, Mr ,S::>eaker, Sir, is my. 
reason for requesting this honourable House 
to disapprove and reject the Prime Minister's 
Motion. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, history and posterity ·· 
will record this in our favour that the Govern:. 
ment of this Region has always believed and · 
taken practical steps towards giving effect to ' 
the aspirations of minorities. History and­
posterity will also record this against the ~ 
NPC/NCNC coalition Government that they 
have thwarted and confounded the legitimate 
aspirations of minorities in this co~ntry. . ; 

Finally, Sir, may I be allowed to ·record 
0 :1. this -occasion that I, as a true son of the 
M idwest, am a loyal member of the Action 
Group Party. I also state that the Action 
Group has not discarded its policy ori the 
cr .!at :o~ of states in Western Nigeria. What 
we have to do on this occasion is to try ·to . 
effect a modification of this policy because ·· , 
th~ Fed~ral .Gover~1ent which passed 
thts MotiOn dtd so Spitefully in the course' 
of their plain politics and in their attempt 
to destroy the Action Group party. · ~. 

. ({ . . 
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'Mr Speaker, Sir, the fact that the Federal 
Parliament has p11Ssed the Motion for the 
creation of Midwest is certainly not for the 
love of it or for the love of the Midwesterners 
but because they see in it a way to destroy 
their most potent enemy. ' 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I. beg to support the 
Motion. 

The Regional Minister in the Ministry 
of Trade and Industry . (Chief G. E. 
Ekwejunor-Etchie): Mr Speaker Sir, I 
rise to support the Motion for the rejection 
and disapproval of the so-called proposal for 
the creation of a fourth Region, to be known 
as Midwest State, from the area of authority 
of the Western Government of Nigeria, and 
in doing so, I do not hesitate to condemn 
unequivocally, the whole idea behind this 
proposal as spiteful, ill-motivated and mali­
cious in all its entirety. There could be no 
further evidence ,· of . malevolent conspiracy 
perpetrated. against the Government ·· aq_d 
people of thi~ Region: I must therefore call 
upon all the true citizens of this Region to 
set aside ·personal interest and petty. jealousy 
and rise to demoqstrate our united opposition 
to this open manifestation of the prostitution 
of this important provision of our Constitution 
to selfish ends. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is a matter for regret 
that the hon. Prime Minister, Sir Abubakar 
Tafawa Balewa, who erstwhile has been 
widely acclaimed for his peaceful regime, 
has once again allowed himself to be dragged 
into this capricious course of action at the 
expense of the reputation of his Governm'ent. 
.for how many times will Sir Abubakar 
continue to allow the unscrupulous NCNC 
members of his coalition Government to 
plunge · . his Government into scandalous 
bungles and blunders? (Interruptions). Sir 

. Abubakar. was .reported as saying in Parlia­
ment when he was moving the Mo.tion,, that 
his party, the NPC, has ever been opposed 
to the creation of nnv new stutc in the Federa­
tion, except ·the Midwest State which has 
been sponsored by both the people of the 
area and the Western Legislature. . . 

Mr Speaker, Sir, if these were the grounds 
upon which Sir Abubakar has succumbed to 
pressure of the junior partners in his coalition 
Government, then there could have been no 
justification for the Motion to ' include 
Wnrri Division and Akoko Oke District in 
Afenmai Division, because Sir Abubnknr 
cnnnot Ainccrcly clnim ignornrice of the stand 
of tho ltRr Jch·i pormlo of Wnrd Division in 
tho mnttcr of the Midwf'At Stnte dntin~ ns fnr 
hl\clc IIH to tho time of the Provincinl nnd 

Regional Conferences for the review of the 
Richard's Constitution in 1949. At . this 
time Mr Speaker Sir the I tseldri people of 
vVarri Division presented their case in a 
minority report dissociating ·themselves from 
any proposal for a separate state for Benin 
and Delta provinces which would include 
Warri Division. This Minority Report. of 
the I tsekiri people was accepted by both the 
Regional and Final ·Conferences on the 
Review of the Richard's Constitution of 
which Sir Abubakar himself was a member. 
Apart from this, ~he Prime Minister, Sir · 
Abubakar cannot sincerely claim ignorance 
the Willink's Minorities Commission. Report 
which definitely·· recommended an Edo 
Minority Council area for the people of 
Benin and Delta Provinces excluding Warri 
Division and' Akoko Oke District in Afenmai 
Division. 

Lastly, may I also say Sir, that the Prime 
Minister cannot sincerely claim ignorance of 
the Report of the Resumed Nigeria Constitu­
tional Conference held in London in 
September and October 1958, where all .the 
leaders of this country, including Sir 
Abubakar, agreed that the Government of · 
Western Nigeria should be the final arbiter · 
to •decide the position of Warri Divisio.n-
pag,e 21, at paragraph 52. . 

_ Mr Speaker, Sir, the Federal Government 
is fully aware that following .. these facts 
the Western Government has proceeded by 
various acts to excise Warri Division atJ.d 
Akoko Oke from the area of the projected 
Midwest State, yet the so-called proposal has 
been presented . to .ParliamenL by no .less a I 

personality than the 'Prime Minister, .in 
flagrant disregard of these importan,t ,facts 
which have been based on the findings and 
conclusions of several Constitutional Confer­
ences and the Minorities Commission. In 
view of these facts, I think I am correct to 
say Sir, that tlte people of this Region would 
require no clearer evidence before deciding 
to condemn the Federal Government's · 
attitude in this matter for conspiracy and spite. · 

Mr Speaker, Sir, as a fully accredited 
representative and spokesman of the I tsekiri 
people of Warri Division in this honourable 
House, I wish to place on record with all the 
emphasis at my command, that any attempt 
to force Warri Division into the area of the 
projected State, either now or in the future, 
will be resisted to the last blood of the 
Itsckiri people and perhaps such consequences · 
will be the . beQinning of chaos in the entire 
Feckrntion. The Itsekiri people are · the 
indigenous owners of Wnrri Division and . 
undct· no circumstnnces should they be 
sepnrntcd from their kith and kin, the Yomba 

.. 
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·people of the Western Region. Our stand 
has been firm and consistent. In culture, 
historical background, language and affinity 

. we have everything in conunon with the 
Yorubas. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is therefore a matter 
for regret that a man who claimed to be a 
spokesman of the Itsekiri people in the 
Federal Parliament should openly advocate 
the inclu~ion of Warri Division in the pro-

. posed Midwest State- a course of action 
':vhich every right-thinking individual should 
know is inimical to the interest and the very 
existence of the lt~>ekiri people. That, of ' 

· course, is only to be expected having regard 
to the background of such a self-imposed 
spokesman who only could discover ........ . 
(Interruptions) .... .. 1954 ·~ at the ripe age of 
forty-two years. .. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am referring to the 
Federal Minister of Finance, Chief Festus 
Samuel Okotie-Eboh, who, until 19.54, was 
Mr · Festus Samuel Edah, an Urhobo man 
from Ewu. It 'is true that this - capitalist 
Minister has successively been elected into 
Parliament . by the votes of the stranger 
elements in Warri Division, made up of Ibos, 
Urhobos and !jaws, etc., but certainly from ' 
his attitude in this matter there could be no 
better testimony that he is more closely 
related . to· the stranger elements than the 
Itsekiris whom he claims to represent in 
Parliament. 

Opposition Benches: Chief Festus 
Okotie-Eboh is not here. 

Chief Ekwejunor-Etchie: Mr Speaker, 
Sir, the 'situation ,in Warri Division is .in 
many ways similar to that obtaining in 
Ceylon which compelled the Government of 
that country to disenfranchise all the stranger 
el(:m-ients in that country. I think the time 
has come for me to appeal to the Government 
of this Region to consider the peculiar 
situation in .Warri Division. in the matter of 
franchise in · order to prevent this type of 
~nbalanced representation, 

Mr Speaker, Sir, may I conclude by 
challenging the Federal Minister of Finance, 
Chief Festus Okotie-Eboh, to an exclusive 
special referendum in which only the views 
of -the Itsekiri people of Warri Division 
would ·be ascertained on this issue before 
any attempt is made to suggest the 
inclusion of Warri Division in any projected 

. State fo r the Benin and Delta Provinces 
either now or in the future. · If this challenge 
is not accepted by Chief Okotie-Eboh, it 
should then b~ sufficient for the Prime 

Minister to accept the fact that Chief Okoti~- ." 
Eboh is merely misdirecting his colleagues,_ : 
especially those of them in . the Federal. 
Governrrient, to face another constitutional~ 
blunder and embanassmcnt which as I have· 
said earlier on may lead to the beginning ~ 
of chaos and unrest in the Federation. 

Opposition Benches: . How can. you< · 
~hallenge a man who is not in this House? -

. '·. t. 

Chief Akintola: Mr Speaker, Sir, May . 
I say that, unfortunately, part of the speech of 
the hon. Minister has been drowned by inter­
ruptions, but I was told that certair,t unparlia.,. 'J 
mehtary references were made to the hon. 
Federal Minister of Finance. I think, Sir, · 
that that reference is regrettable. I am quite 
sure the hon. Minister himself will join me in · 
withdrawing that statement. 

May I say, Sir, that there may be political ­
differences among us but all members of 

· Government in the Federation, in the North, 
in the East, and in the West here are members 
of one fraternity. (G:heers). We ought to . 
respect one another and to reciprocate th~t · 
goodwill. If anything had been said which · 
is not complimentary to·· the hon. Federal . 
Minister, I, on behalf of this side, unreservedly :~ 
withdraw it and apologise. 

.·if! 

Chief Ekwejunor-Etchie: In deference·~. 
to the speech made by the hon. Premier, .. ~ 
I withdraw that portion of my speech. :,~ 

• • ~'!.. 

Opposition Benches: Shame! shame! ~¥_~ 

Mr Speaker: Order! order! 

Mr Fani-Kayode: Mr Speaker, Sir, we .. 
on this side of the House accept the sponta­
neous apology of the Premier, I am sure he ·v· 
will always have courtesy and that all his ,. 
colleagues will always have courtesy from us . 
on this side of the House. (Applause). 
I am also grateful, Sir, that the hon. Member 
has · withdrawn the references to the hon. 
'Chief Festus Okotie-Eboh. 

M r Speaker~ Order! order! That por­
tion of the speech has been withdrawn by the 
hon. Gentleman and will he continue with 
the remaining portion of his speech? : 

,. 

.. Chief Ekwejtmor-Etc~ie: Thank you, , 
1\!Ir Speaker. In conclusion, I must warn 
the Federal Gqvernment that the Itsekiri 
people, headed by their natural ruler, the 
Olu of Warri, have already completed every ' 
arrangement on their own to bring out a 
constitutional expert from the United 
Kingdom to fight their case on this issue in 
isolation. 
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Speaker, Sir, I beg to support the 
•v••-6 ....... Motion. 

Mr R. A. Akinyemi . (Ikeja South): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I will not say much on this, but 
·I am opposing the Motion 'proposed by the 

· . Premier, Chief S. L. Akintola, and 
supporting the Motion for an amendment. 
I do not know why the hon. Premier should 

What . you gave us as the 
for creating States and the 

of boundaries is contained in 
3 and 4 of the Constitution. You 

a. signatory to it in London, and this is 
we are now using, and you have come 
to quarrel with us. 

. '!'he hon. o ·tobo; Minister for Midwest 
Affairs, knows quite well that for a long' time · 

the Midwest, according to some members 
the Action Group and some other people, 

been a liability to the West. Why don't 
leave them and let them go? (Laughter). 

Government Benches: Repeat it. 

Mr Akinyemi: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
repeat what I have said. According to 
Action· Group pronouncements and those of 

,- some members of the public, it has been said 
. that this Midwest is a liability on the West. 
Why not let th.em go? 

Chief Akintola: Mr Speaker, Sir, I am 
quite sure that hon. Oviasu is not a liability 
to this House. May I protest on behalf of 
hon. Oviasu, ho11. Amadasun, and hon. 
Opti.ta-Otutu that . they are not liabilities to 
this House. At least, we have not paid a 
penny ·of their debts if they owe any 
(Laughter). 

Mr Akinyemi: That is the second point. 
Now the third point is this: What does the 
Action Group party really want? That is 
what we must discuss. The hon. Premier 
said that this Motion should be disapp~oved 

, and rejected. The hon. Minister of Midwest 
Affairs who is his mouthpiece next said: 
"I support the Motion". It should . be 
disapproved but when he was making his 
statement · he never had the courage to say 
that it should be rejected. (Interruptions.) 

' I am saying with the greatest respect, Mr 
· Speaker, that the hon. Minister, as I used to 
· know him in this House, made the poorest 
·. Bpeech of his life today. " 

Government Benches: Why? 

Mr Akinyemi: You ask mt' whyr Let ·. 
me nmplify it. Tho hon. MlniFlt'ot' wns 

. speaking ag~inst his consci~I?-c~ and convic-. 
tltm. C~t·t~mly the hort. Mmtster do·es not 
ln\I:)W \Vht\t n t'1tt:..will h•'ppen. 11 c dtlc" ""' 

.. 

know whether, even where there is a compro­
mise between the Action Group leaders of the 
Midwest 'and the NCNC leaders and they 
d~cide on the form of constitution they 
want and how they want the administrative 
set-up whether he will be a Minister. 

' . . 
You will find that he got up and started 

saying "Yes, we had a meeting; we called 
them at Ikeja; we called for a . constitutional 

'· set-up." and so on. ·But he ·never said that 
there should be no MidYyest State. 
· Mr Speaker, Sir, members of the Actio'n 
Group Party and those of the NCNC who 
come from the Midwest, in their hearts of 
hearts really want the Midwest S~ate created . 

Mr C.·I. Akere: Where do you come in? 

Mr Akinyemi: I am a Member of this 
House and can speak on any subject. before 
the House. When I was speaking on this 
matter you were still a school boy. 

Chief Odebiyi: , How long ago was that? 

Mr Akinyemi: Mr Speaker~ Sir, the 
Minister of Justice and Attorney-General 
who was then our teacher knows that Mr ' 
Akere was my junior at. Igbobi College . 

We ·come to the other point. The next 
point is this: who has the power to create ' 
the Midwest State? It is the · Federal 
Government. That is a foregone conclusion, 
and the hon. Premier will note that · when I 
was making my speech or contributing to the .. 
Speech from the Throne I mentioned this . 
question of the Midwest State. · 

Now, the Federal Government had used 
the power you and I gave them in London. 
Now you are quarelling with it! Let me 
say this: Whether you like it. or not­
whether the Act;on Group party likes it or 
not-the Midwest State will be created. 
The Act of Referendum had been passed. 
My learned Premier-! always respeCt him­
knows that there is nothing in section 4 that 
can invalidate the decision of the Federal 
Government. If there are three Regions and 
two have passed it, that ,is the end. If you 
think you are going to come to the court we 
will meet there. (Laughter.) · 

From my experience of the Premier in this 
House, I have always liked him when it comes 
to the question of debate because · he is a 
brilliant debater, 'and when it comes to the 
question of trying to cnmouAnge things­(,,,,,,,, "''''""•1 1 '''"' ,,,v, II',,,,. At~r·tilt"'" w111 
pcrrnlt 1nu, tl11tl l111 l11 11 t.yplnu Yorullu 
1111111, (/,tlli}JI!IPY ,) 

Chief Aldntola: So you admit 1 hnven't 
'inh\ ':\''"' 1111 1111:1 Ntltll 't' ltt? 

>( • • 

: ~ 

, 
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M r Akin yemi : Now, the Action Group 
three days ago, . never opposed the creation 
of the Midwest State, All they were 
opposing was the constitutional set up. The 
Leader of the Action Group, Chief Obafemi 
Awolowo, had said, times without number, 
that he is' irrevocably committed to the 
creation of the · Midwest State. He said it in 
1960 at Afenmai; he said it at Benin City; 
he 'said it at WarJ;i; he has said. it in the 
Federal House, at1d in fact he said it during 
the Federal elections. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, the hon. Premier has 
said that the Willinks Commission has 
overridden the decision taken by this House 
in 1955. I appreciate that the learned 
Premier is ·a very brilliant member of the Bar 
apart from being Premier and a professional 
colleague as well, but f can assure him that 
the law we are using today is ql1ite different 
from .. ~ ...... (interruptions). 

Chief Aldntola: Point of Order. The 
· laws we are using today are made by me. 

M r Akinyemi: Yes, and we are using 
them. · Now what happens? He comes to 
say we are not going to use the resolution of 
1955 because it has no legislat ive or legal 
effect. Granted that it was a vote of con­
science · which never passed through both 
Houses of Parliament and therefore could not 

'become law; .the Nigerian Act of Inde­
pendence of 1960 had overtaken the Willink's 
Commission of 1960. And not only that; 
Mr Speaker, Sir, what has overtaken again 
that particular Commission is the pronounce­
ment of Chief Obafemi Awolowo as the 
Leader of the Action Group. 

We come to this point again. Let the 
people d~cide. You will . agree with me 

.; because according to your revenue, when I 
looked at it, the money collected from the 
Midwest is not half of the money you spend 
there. I make this clear: I want you to note 
this. Members ·of the Action Group have 
said before · that they are a liability: why 

· don't you ask them to go and give the money 
to the people who . want to work in their 
area---Midwest? 
· Let . us come to the question of some 

aspects of the Premier's speech. ·To some ' 
extent, I do . not like, w i t h the . gre-:ttesi 
respect and regard I have for the Premier, the 
way.· he · spoke today. He must have been 
atf.rioy.ed ;' his -speech shows his annoyance 
and, for-the first time in this House, he was 
referring to me humorously, that I am trying 
to sell my father's state. He should'nt 
repeat it and I wouldn't say more. 

Now let ·us come to this again. 1n his 
speech, it seems as if the Action 'Groi.ip- is 

made to believe that the Federal Government, 
is using the governmental machinery of 
Federal ParliaJ:l!ent to spite us, to use it. 
against the Action Group in the creation of 
the Midwest State. I will give you · 
undertaking that we ..... ~ .. . (interrup · 
(Government Benches: You are not rn~m1J,pt,,ntw ..... J9. 

Before we go, I will ask the Leader of 
Opposition to give an undertaking on ucu<l.u;~ 
of the Federal Government of the NCNC 
the NPC that we are not using it as spite; we . 
are using it only to help the Action Group 
to complete their pledge to the electorate . . · 
That is all; it is their pledge to the electorate 
that they would create a Midwest State. The ~ 
people _want the Midwe3t State . . 

Chief Osuntokun: That is nonsense. . 

Mr Akinyemi: Please whe~ I am talking, : 
I do not want any interruptions from the hon. · 
Minister. If I . want ammunitions, then . 
I can come to him. (Laughter). 

So Mr Speaker, in the Amendment, we are 
saying that this House should approve the· 
resolution passed in the Federal House : 
in order to save our faces because whether . 
we support it or not, the Midwest Region. 
will be created. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to oppose the 
Motion and support the Motion for · an 
Amendment. (Prolonged interruptions). 

The Minister of Trade ~nd Industry · 
(Mr K: · S. :Y. Momoh): Mr Speaker, Sir, · 
This is a momentous occasion to me and alL 
true Midwesterners. The acceptance of the 
Motion so ably moved by the Hon. Premier . 
would mean the rejection of the Amendment · 
proposed thereto by the Leader of the .: 
Opposition and vice versa (Opposition benches : · 
Good talk). I regard myself as beirlg • 
fortun~te to have the privilege to · speak on 
this important Motion for myself and my 
descendants, because my constituency falls 
within the area which it is proposed · to 
constitute into the new state. By reason of 
that . .fact, one would naturally presume that 
I would happily support the proposal of the 
Federal Government. Indeed I would in the 
ordinary course of events, but I regret that in . 
the present circumstances, I atr..l unable to do 
so if only to ensure that the ·thousands of 
people whom I have the honour to represent· 
are not led up the garden · path· ·by a cart 
dravm by the white eleph,ant of the NCNC. 

Before I continue l\1r 'Speaker, I would · 
like to reply to few points made by few 
Orposition Members of this House. Hon. 
Oviasu stated that the '¥illink's Minority 
Report was not complied with in the creation 
of the Midwest Advisory Council . but the 
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[MR MoMoH] 

truth is that the Midwest Advisory Council 
was already in existence before the Minority 
Report, it is only evidence of ignorance 
therefore for somebody to suggest that a 
thing which had been existing did not conform 
with rules or recon1.mendations made there­
after. He also said that the constitution of 
the Midwest Region would be the same as 
that of the other Regions. He wants us to 
take this assurance even though the Leader of 
Opposition himself said that assurances, 
in this case, the assurance of .the Prime 
Minister cannot override the provision of 
the Constitution. One other Member, the 
hon. Oputa-Otutu said that they have 
no cause to worry about the constitution and 
that a constitution will be made after the 
referendum. 

It seems Sir, that many Members do not 
understand what a referendum means. A 
referendum is not . necessarily a plebiscite; 

!'"dre· it is not like gding to ask the people "is it 
the · · your wish to have a new State or not", it is 

ouse 
ther 

not so. A referendum presumes that there 
is a law upon which the people are being 
asked for their opinion but now you are 

' ·asking us to go to th~ people without a law. 
the 
an 

>try . 
Sir, ~ · · 

(Mr Adisa: You know nothing about 
the law sit down). 

Mr Speaker: 
please carry on. 

Order, order. Will , you 

l all ' · ·· Mr Momoh: I thank you very much 
the • Mr Speaker, I do not know that the Member 

1.ien for Ibadan Rural is so rural as not to know 
tent that I am a Barrister at Law. (Laughter). 
th~ • 
~es': Mr Speaker: Order, order. The Hon. 
:mg Gentleman is not rural although he ·comes 
qn · : ·• from a rural area. (Laughter). 
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Mr Momoh: In a brilliant article in the 
Daily Times of the 24th of .April, 1961 and 
captioned "Prospect of the Midwest State" 
by the well-known Chief Osadebay, leader of 
the Midwest NCNC Working Committee. 
He stated inter alia with your permission Mr 
Speaker, I will read from page 5 column 3 
of the issue of that date. He said-. "above all, 
the case for the Midwest Region is not based 
on hate" I agree with him completely but 
only in so far as his reference to hate means 
hatred for the Y orubas for I will show as I go 
on that there is surely some hatred for at 
least the Merimai and !shan people. The 
issue of the Midwest State is one which ought 
to spring f1·om common nationalism and 
understanding. It ought to transcend party 
politics· and I think Sir, it ought to be 
regarded . by .all · true democrats in this 

countl·y as. the beginning . of a constitutional 
programme which will ultimately lead to the 
de-centralisation of the present Regional 
Government territories with a ·view to achie­
ving an ideal federation. That is . to say 
a Federation where no one Region · or two 
put together shall be so. large and strong as to 
be able to bend the wheel of the Federal 
Government. At the moment the Northern 
Region is so large, it is capable of, and is in 
fact already, controlling the will of the 
Federal Government. But we do not want a 
separate region or state merely for its sake 
or for the prestige or sentiment of it. The 
achievement of a separate state is not an end 
by itself; it is a means to an end. We want 
a separate state where there shall be more 
opportunities for life more abundant for 
everybody. We want a separate state where 
all men shall be equal ·before the law. We 
want a separate State which will be free from 
all conditions that may be favourable to 
"man being wolf to n:.an." 

' · · Hon. Members will recall that when: the 
Motion for the creation of the State was 
moved in the Federal House in April last 
year, the Action Group Opposition supported 
it. Not only that it pressed for a date-line. 
It pressed that the State be created before 
March, 1962. But what happened almost 
in1.mediately thereafter? The NCNC leaders 
hurried to the East and back to the Midwest 
and were vying among themselves as to who 
will be first to offer the Oba of Benin the 
office of the Governor of the new Region. 
':('hen followed indiscriminate statements 
and threats, again by the NCNC leaders, to 
the effect that Midwesterners who are 
members of the Action Group will be 
victimised and be oppressed by an NCNC 
interim Government which will be formed 
under the umbrella of the Federal Govern­
ment if the referendum favours the creation 
of the State. They said that the NCNC was 
going to be i.n power for six months at least 
and that during that six months all the 
Action Group supporters will be oppressed 
(interruption) (Opposition benches: Mention 
names). All customary court judges wiU be 
dismissed and replaced by NCNC supporters. 
All Action Group controlled Local Govern.;. 
ment Cou.ncils will be ·dissolved and new 
Caretaker Committees of their choice set 
up. They went further, Sir, to say that in. 
the areas in which the Actio!l Group has 
consistently been . returned to power the 
schools in those areas will be closed and the 
teachers sacked. Then in 'view of all these 
disturbing circumstances we had to make a 
request to the Leader of this great Party, 
Chief Awolowo, and asked him that in the 



__,___.-­---
743 Establishment of 13TH APRIL, 1962 a Fourth Region 

[MR MoMoH] . 
circumstances he should get in touch with 
the Prime Minister and alert him of this 
situation. He wrote the Prime Minister and 
asked the Prinie Minister to · summon a 
meeting of the Action Group and NCNC 
leaders in the Midwest with a view to 
agreeing on · certain fundamental issues. 
These issues include constitution for the 
Midwest State, delimitation of constituencies, 
financial arrangement, etc., but what did 
the Prime Minister do? He unhesitatingly 
dismis~ed these suggestions with dismal 
contempt. 

In th~ meantime, the President of the 
NCNC, Dr Okpara, had gone to Benin to say 
that in order to secure political power by 

: violence, his supporters should go about 
killing others. The fools among his suppor­
ters in the Midwest did so and to the Midwest 
Opposition members here I say-"Behold not 
one property belonging to Dr Okpara's 
tribesmen (Ibo) was destroyed". It was the 
Midwesterners who were killed, it was they 
who suffered and what did Mr Okotie-Eboh 
say at that time? He arrogantly announced · · 
that the Midwest will be created whether 
the Action Group liked it or not ...... Mr 
Speaker, Sir, judging from the result of the 
last election, it is clear that the Action Group 
is in the majority .in the Midwest and while 
the Leader of the Opposition has said here 
this morning that the people of the Midwest 
should b~ given an opportunity to speak, 

· Mr Okotte-Eboh has already said that they 
~an do without the Action Group. Who then 
is to provide the majority required at the 
referendum? (Interruptions). · 

Mr Speaker: Order, order. Ii appears 
so many Members prefer to speak sitting 
down. (Laughte1). 

Mr Momoh: The . Premier of Eastern 
Nigeria stated in a publication published in 
London last . year that the idea behind . the 
creation .of the Midwest state is to dissect 
·western Nigeria:. (Interruptions). · On the 1st 

·of February this year, I had cause to expose 
Dr Okpara's further diabolical plans against 
the Mtdwest. In . a press release which I 
.issued as t~e Action Group Publicity Secretary 
for the Mtdwest I .referred to rumours which 
had beep_ confinned by an article contained in 
the W~st African Pilo~ of the . 31st of January. 
Therem a top . ranku1g NCNC columnist 
unconsCiously let the cat out of the bag when 
he wrote iliter alia, as follows: 

"Dr Okpani docs not believe in defensive 
· battles: I can therefore foresee an all-out 

~ ·· offensive, ·with himself in the front· line 

in the Midwest area where he has sworn 
to smoke out Action Group inhabitants" ... ,. 
Dr Okpara is assembling his vehicles, guns · 
and bullets at Ogui Road, Enugu, ready · 
for the coming holocaust in the Midwest 
with special at,tention to !shan Division.': 

I understan~ that this exposure -which kept ' 
both the Pollee and the people of the Midwest 
on the alert seriously dislocated the arch · 
cabal's ·outragerous propensiti~s and that the 
holocaust is now postponed to a date to be· 
ai_l110unced later but which will not be very · 
distant from the date of the referendum. 
What I have already said will show that there 
is real cause for apprehension- apprehension 
of the despotic way a hand-picked interim 
Gove!nment appointed at the whims and 
caprices of NCNC/NPC coalition Govern- · 
ment is expected to exercise its · · ·•· 

· apprehension of the danger · of 
Region where there is no consti 
govern the rights of the 'people, the 
ment of Governor, etc., and there is 
indication of the fact that, by the nr."n'""" 
of .the . NCNC, the Afenmai and . 
people, for instance, will be cheated 
allocation of seats in the Legislature · 
proposed Region. . , 
. l\1r Speaker, with your permission, I. quote. · 
agam from page 5 of the Daily Times of the 
24th of April, 1961 where Chief Osadebay ~ .. 
quoted the following population figures:-

Asaba 
Benin 
Afenmai 
I shan 
Warri 

32,535 
292,081 
202,229 
192,194 

54,284 

Then he proceeded to allocate parliamentary · 
seats and he said that Warri .will have three 
seats whereas \y'e of Afenmai and !shan will 
continue t~ have ~our seats respectively. · 
No Afenmat man w11l ever .subscribe to that 
type of situation. We do .want a Region in " 
which we will be equal, one to the other. 
No Afenmai man will subscribe to a situation 
wher~ _four ~enmai men will be equal to one 
Itsekm r;nan or whereby the ordinary rules 'of 
mathematics ifWarri hasthreeseatswe should 
have eleven, ~ut only · four are be.ing given 
to us. We wtll · not subscribe to this and 
that ·_is t~e m·and~te I have from my people. 
But ts this not evtdence Of hatred against. the. 
Ishan arid Afenmai · people? Yet all men 
irrespective of tribe, · political party leanings 
or wealth shall be equal before the ·law in 'the 
type of the Midwest State we· of the Action 
Group have in mind. In· the face of all these 
the rea~on is not far fetched why we say that: 
as destrable as the Midwest may be, the 
NCNC arid their accciinplices who aspire· to 
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[MR MOMOH] 
rule it at all.costs by side-tracking all known 
canons of democracy have reduced the issue­
an otherwise national cause-to something 
like a pawn· on the chessboard of party 
politics. They are enemies of the people. 
They are enemies of the people because they 
have refused to ·agree on the essential funda­
mentals which only can restore the people's 
confidence in a separate state. 'if'hey are 
enemies of the people because they have 
stripped an otherwise elegant swan of its 
graceful' feathers and made it look as ·an 
ugly duckling. Their attitude is one of 
"eat lest you be eatt;n" and they are thus 
enemies of the people because without the 
guarantee we seek they make us fear that we 
are being invited to ·endorse a blank cheque; 
that we shall riot do:· I c.all on all Mid- · 
westerners who sincerely believe in and desire 
a separate Region to come ·out openly and 
condemn the NCNC for their ignoble role 
in this matter; · withdraw your support for 
them; shatter their hide-out of conservatism 
and deceit, and support whole-heartedly our 
pragmatic stand so that we can all march 
majestically into a Midwest State whose 
constitution is known to anyone who cares: 
delimitation of constituencies based on 
population and whose interim Government 
will reflect the strength · of the political 
parties in the area. Neither the Action 
Group nor the NCNC nor the NPC can 
create the state without the people themselves. 

Finally, I support the original. Motion and 
reject completely the Amendment moved by 
the Leader of the Opposition. 

Chief Akintola: May I say that the will 
of the people is exactly what we are standing' 
upon. They have said that after they have 
created the proposed Midwest, after they shall . ,. 
have led them into tyrrany, after they shall 
have led them into dictatorship, they will, 
draw up a Cpnstitution and that this' is "the 
time for them to speak? Who will listen to 
them at that time? · Were we asked to ~ 
speak before the Constitution of Western 
Nigeria was decided upon or after? vVe 
all had the opportunity to speak. Many 
of us attended the Constitutional · Con­
ference, before the Constitution was made. 
Why do we not . allow the Midwesterners 
to speak before we start to create the State? · 
That is my point . . 

Nobody denies that the · will of -the :Mid­
westerners will be . the supreme law, but 
what they are doing by creating the State 
before they are given the opportunity of 
deciding what type of . State they want, 
is to deny the people the opportunity of free 
speech. After all indep·endence is not 
enough. 'We have several independent 
countries today, where people know nothing 
like freedom. Congo is · a . free cou.ntry . . 
Nearer our boarders here, there. are free 
countries too where .people like the Leader 
of the Opposition are vegetating in the world 
of race law. (Laughter). 

' 
An hon. Member : He·has his colleagues 

in the Centre. 

Chier' Akintola: The colleague in the 
Centre is enjoying free air of freedom. 
The leader of the Opposition here is enjoying 
the air of freedom because we took fine care 
to settle our Constitution before we became. 

Chief Akintola: I am sure hon. Members independent. (Hear, hear). · If it had to. be 
have said a lot on .this Motion. Those who left until after Independence, it would not · 
are opposite me, who have more contribu- be a Constitution. It should be the will 
tions to make, cannot say any more than we . of those who control the affairs of the Go~~rn­
have h:eard from the Federal House, and 1 am ment at the time and that is all we are saying 
sure my colleagues here would .accept that ought to be done first and foremost. Is it 
what those Of us have said represent the J:>eing se~_iously s~~gested that all those who 
unanimous point of view of us all. I only - ' ar~ here, . who are our colleagues from the 
have. to answer one or two points made by Mtdwest, should ?e left to be slaughtered_; 
certam hon. Members opposite. that we sho~ld watt and leave all of them to 

~ .. be thrown mto the unknown before we try 
The hon. the Leader of the Opposition to protect them? We want to be sure, first 

~ade a mou-?tairi of a molehill by refer- of all, that the . Constit;ttion which. will . 
mg to the wlll of t~e people. Very soon, govern the propose~ State ts a democratic one 
because they are afratd of the verdict, people before we ever dectde to have _a new Stat~. 
may tJack up and leave this Hall. If they uo (Cheers). · · 
,leave, you can be sure it is because the weight Secondly, · ·the . hon. - Leader · of the 
of our arguments h~re are so heavy upon Opposition who raised this point abotit the 
them and they fear bemg crushed. will of the people will submit that we are' 

· opposing the Federal Motion · beca~se the 
. Opposition Bench e s : Give . us a chance . Federal · Motion does not- place any premiiu~· 

. to talk. on. the will of the people direetly: concerned. 

·-
. ; 

, · " 
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(CHIEF AKINTOLA] 
· Thirdly, the hon. Leader of Opposition also 

suggested that the Constitution of 1960, for 
instance, should · be .taken a~ over riding the 
WillinkCommissiori Report, Well. there are 
two different things. The Willink Commis­
sion 'was specially set up to advise all the 
Governments of the Federation and all the 
Parties upon the issue of new States, and the 
advice ·was given, and it was accepted un­
equivocally by all the Governments of the 
Federation and by all the political parties. 

Opposition Members: No, no, Sir. 
Well I am quite sure that both I and my 

friend, the Leader of Opposition appeared as 
lawyers before the Willink Commission. 
I had the honour of being one of those who 

. briefed him to appear before the Willink 
"': Commission, and I am quite sure that he did 

not go beyond his brief. · (Laughter). Apart 
from that, I also had the humble honour of 
being a member of all successive Constitu- · 
tiona! Conferences from the beginning to 
the end. : (Cheers). It is one of the real 
potentialities I can <::laim over and above any 
Member opposite me here. (Hear, hear.) 
Not only do I know the ~ontents of the 
Constitution but of every provision of the 
Constitution. 

Opposition Member: You are Baba. 
(biterruptions.) 

. Chief Akintola: Certainly, because I was 
a School Master when some of those opposite 
me were not born! (Hear, hear.) 

.Mr Akinyemi: When he was a School 
Master I" was not born. 

Chief Akin tola: And that is why, when 
I speak, he must be silent. (Laughter). 

May I also say that not only am I con-
·. versant with the written provisions of the 

Constitutions, I am also conversant with aU 
the plots, the counter-plots, the movements, 
the subterranean movements, all the discus­
sions behind every provision. (Cheers). May 
I also confess this, if my friend, the Leader of 
the Opposition, will . take his colleagues 
seriously: · there are some of the secrets we 
share together and there are others known 
only to a few of us. Now, those intricate 
problems ·of the Con~titution, the unexpressed 
provisions of the Constitution- are s t i 11 

.,. there, and I · am·· quite s~re · that if we are 
guided only by what we see on the face of the 
Constitution we will be wrong completely, 
and when it is time to spring a surprise upon 
them, they will be surprised. May I also say 
this, that I understand that we have always 
succeed.ed in the past, but . their hope .. is that 

we will not succeed this time. "As it was in 
the beginning .. . ... " (Cheers). 

May I repeat that the Members opposite 
me appea,r not to take one impo~ant issue 
arising out of this motion seriously. The 
hon. Leader of Oppositipn took the matter 
very seriously but I don't think . that his 
warning has been heeded by his colleagues. 
We are in a Federation which is an absolute 
abnormality. The Federation of Nigeria 

· contains one unit, powerful enough to dictate 
whatever it wishes to the rest of the Federa­
tion. If one unit is already larger than two 
others · put together, by creating three new 
ones or by creating an additional one in 
which that single unit will still be large 
enough to overpower all the three together, 
are we not over-emphasising that abnormality? 
Is it in your own interest that this abnormality 
should continue? The prayer of 'my hon; 
Friends is that this abnormality should 
continue, .and ·that is why they will always 
find chains around their necks because in the 
Federation today- don't let us deceive . 
ourselves~the master of the Federation of 
Nigeria is not the coalition in Lagos. It is 
certainly not. It is the NPC, and many of 
them over-nursed a good deal of ambition 
which remains unrealised because they have, 
not received the support of the powers that 
be in Lagos. And who are you after aU? · : · 

Some of them give assurances here. ~hat 
do they know of the Federal Government? 
By the grace of God, I know this side and 
I happened also to have been in the Federal 
Goverhment for about eight years and , with 
the same group of people who are there now, 
and I cari claim to know them much more 

, intimately than many of the Opposition 
Members. While I know the Constitution · 
of the couhti-y, I know the working of the 
Constitution on the Regional level ,. I can 
humb~y claim that I know it also on the 
Federal level. · (Cheers). ' When therefore 
I watch some of them growing up, laughing, 
yelling, I just look at them with pity knowing 
that a pair of sharp eyes will soon descend 
on the little chick which tries to play with 
the hawk. If they are not careful in their 
frolics, in this ·joy which they manifest like 
young chicks, oblivious of any danger around, 
some of them, some day, somehow, may be 
swallowed up by the hawk. (Hear, hear). 

We are opposing this Motion, not only in 
the interest of our own peace-we are oppo­
sing the Motion in the Opposition's own' 
interest as well. (Opposition Benches: No, 
no, no). \ . 

There is no need to argue. I have noticed 
that the hon. Members opposite us have not 
been able .to offer any thing substantial in 
support ofthe amendment . . 
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May I. close up by saying that in·a Feclern· 
tion., one unit is not under another. In a 
Federation, a State Government as s-uch is 
not surbordinate , to a Federal Government: 
the Governments in the Federation are co­
ordinate and each is supreme within its own 
sphere of authority. (Hear, hear). That is 
whyJ'after the Federal House has discharged 
~what it considers its own duty in the Constitu­
tion, the Motion has been referred to us here. 
If we are as negligible and as unimportant 
as you think, why has this Motion been sent 
to us here? It is because, unless it receives 
our blessings, it will go no where., 

(Opposition Benches: No, no, no). 

This State was to be created some time last 
year and they yelled, and Members here 
jumped·-up to boast last year. Have they 
forgotten that the Stat~ was to be created 

·about April last year; that they were so sure, 
and that those who have never met even 
the Federal Prime Minister, those who have 
never met any of the rulers in Lagos, got up 
here to say: "We are speaking for the Federal 
Government?" Who are thyy after all? 
(Interruptions and laughter) . 

Well may I finally. say, this Sir, You will 
notice the hon. Member for Ikeja · is not 
opposed to my Motion; he is too close to me 
to oppose-me in any way, and may I say there 
has been a pact b'etween us and he had dis­
charged .his own part of the obligation. His 
own point is to tell .his colleagues there how a 
great liability they are to Western Nigeria. 
He was trying to assure me that hon. Oviasu 
is of no consequence at all in Western Nigeria; 
that he should be allowed to go away and that 
if he goes away, ·whether he has sufficient 
funds to run the' proposed state or not will 
not be his concern. I am sure we are too 
morally conscious to consign · our colleagues 
to oblivion. We would like to protect their 
interest. 

Finally, whether they like it or not, whether 
they consider us right under the Constitution 
or not, by the grace of God the constitutional 
power to _hold this Region intact is on this side. 

I do not want them to know, and I will keep 
them in doubt, but they can be sure that 1 will 

' be fighting this issue with the best ammuni .. 
tions on this side,· political, financial, 
constitutional and legal: all these are on this 
side. And, in doing so, I can count . on the 
support of my best friends on the other side. 
After all, I know that ·there are friends 
opposite me whose legitimacy can never be 
doubted, and those. of them who are true sons 
of Western Nigeria will never allow the 
dismemberment of their fatherland while 
the whole of the North remains intact and 
the whole of the East remains intact. 

There is such a thing as secret patriotism. 
Politics may dictate that one thing should , 
be said here, but true patriotism will dictate 
that the right thing to do is for bne to protect 
his fatherland. I am sure that I can continue . 
to count on those of them. May I repeat . . 1 

again that all' those who have political am&i-~· 
tions, who want to become Prime Minister, 
Parliamentary Secretaries, whatever they have 
in mind tu become, the shortest route to do so 
is to cross over and come to this side. (Inter­
ruptions) . 

Mr Oviasu: What have you done for 
Chief Tifase'? 

Chief Akintola: Hon. Oviasu is in doubt 
because I have not given something to Chief 
Tifase. 

So may I conclude by saying "Let their 
friends in Lagos tell them the truth; let their 
legal advisers tell them the truth; unless we . 
give our blessing to the proposed State it will 
be an impossibility. (Applause from Govern­
ment Benches). (Shouts of "No, no" from· 
Oppotition Benches). 

They say no, as they nave always said in the 
past, b'ut for one reasqh or the other, whenever 
they have proved a failure, they have never 
had the courage to come here and say "we are 
sorry". We are r..ot boasting. By the 
grace of God, by the will of the people of the 
Midwest who do not want to be enslaved and 
by the will of the people on this side, the 
Midwest Region will no~ be created. , 

Those ~f them who w~nt to be Permanent 
Secretaries in the Midwest; those who want 
to be Parliamentary Secretaries on the other 
side; those who want to become Ministers 
on that side, should better go and bid their 
ambitions goodbye for a while. And may I 
also say, too, that on the other side they do not 
have to consider everybody their friends. 
There are people. on the ot~er side who are 

·opposed to a new Midwest state, as ·we are 

(Cheers from Government Benches). 
Amendment put. 
The House divided: Ayes-24; Noes-82 

AYES-24 
1. Abioshun, Mr J. 0. 
2. Adedigba, Mr M~ A. 
3. Aghahowa, Mr W. 
4. Ajuwon, Mr J. A. 
5. Akinyemi, Mr R. E. 
6. Atohengbe, Mr A. 

opposed to it. (Opposition Benches: No, no) . 7. Ebubedike, Mr F. 

• <' 
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· !8,. Fani-Kayode, Mr R. A. 
. 9, Igugu, Mr T. E. 
10. lmafidon, Mr E. 0. 
. 11. Lawai, Mr J. L. 

. 12. John, Mr C. 0. 
13. Okumagba, Mr D. E . . 

. 14. Okwesa, Mr P. V. 
15. Olamigoke, Mr C. 0. · 
16. Omokowajo, Mr J. 0. 
17. Oputa-Otutu, Chief F. 
18. Oviasu, G. I. 
19. Owonikoko, Mr K. 0. 

~ 20. Oyewole, Mr S. 0. 
21. Riemu, Mr J. A. 
22. Somotan,· Mr A. S. 

Tellers for Ayes: . , . 
. 23. Olaitan, Mr 0. 
24. 'Rerri, Mr A. T . . 

NOES- 82 
1. Adegbenro, Alhaji D. S. 
. 2. Adekeye, Chief A. 
· 3. Adekunle, Mr Y. 
4. Adelegan, MrS. T. 
5. Adelodun, Mr I. A. 
6. Adenekan; Alhaji A. L. 

-: . 7• Adeniran, Mr ]. L . 
. 8. Aderiiya, Mr S. S. A. 
. 9. Adesanya, MrA. A. 
10. Adewumi, Mr M. A. 
11. Adeyemo, Mr J. 0. 
12. Adeyi, Chief A. 0. 
13. Adibi, Mr N . A. 
14. Adigun, Hon. J. 0 . 
15. Agbaza, Mr J. U. E. 
16. Aina, Mr E. 
17. Akere, Hon. C. I. 
18. Akerele, Mr S. A. 

·19. Akerele, MrS. 0. 
20. Akingboye, Mr A. 0. 
21. Akintola, ChiefS. L. 
22·. Akran, Oba C. D. 
23. Aniyi, Mr I. 0 . 
24. · Anuku, Hon. E. 
25:. Areola, Mr R. 0. ' 
26. Arowojolu, Mr E. B. 
27, Aruwajoye, MrS. B. 
28. 'Ashiru, Mr B. 
29. Atie, Mr A. 
30. Atolagbe, Mr D. 

·· 31. Awopeju, Mr ]. 0. 
32 .. Babatola, Hon. ]. E. 
33. Babayemi, Mr A. A . . 
34. Edeki, Rev. I. 
35. Ekwejunor-Etchie, Chief G . E . 
36. Ewah, l\1r B. G. 
37. Fadayiro; ChiefE. A. A. 
38. Fashola, Mr 0 . 
39. Fawehinrrii, Mr B. 0 . 
40. Fetuga, · Mr M. A. 
41. Gbolahan, Mr 0, 0. 

42. !dodo, Mr M. A . 
43. Ijie, Mr M. 0. 
44. Kehinde, Mr ]. 0 . 
45. Kotoye, Mr N. A. B . 
46. Layonu, Mr S. A. 
47. Momoh, Hon. K. S. Y . 
48. Obisesan, Mr B. 0 . . 
49. Odebiyi, Chief J. A. 0 . 
50. Odigie, 'Mr J. 0. 
51. Odutuga, Mr J. A. 
52. Ogundiran, Hon. D. 
53. Ogunmuyiwa, Mr J. A. 
54. Ogunyele, Mr Y. ' 
55. Oke, Mr E. 0 . 

· 56: Okeya, Mr S. A. 
57. Olaniyan, Mr B. 
58. Olukoju, Mr I. A . 

· 59. Olumofin, Mr D. K. 
60. Olusa, Mr R. A. 
61. Omitowoju, Dr J. 0. 
'62. Onabamiro, Dr S. D. 
63. Onasanya, Mr S. . 
64. Opaleye, Alhaji Z. A . 
65. Orowole, Mr D . 0. 
66. Osagie, Mr B. E. 0. 

_ 6 7. Osuntokun, Chief J. 0. 
68. Ositelu, Mr I. A. 
69. Otobo, Hon. J. E. 
70. Otubanjo, Mr S. A. 
71. Oye, Hon. ]. 0 . 
72. P.opoola, Mr D. A. 
73. Sanni, MrS. A. 
74. Sobande, Mr 0. 
75. Sogbcin,Hon.S.O. 
76. Tifase, Chief J. ·L. 
77. Tinubu, ChiefS. A. 
78. Williams, Mr C. A. 
79. Zuokumor, Mr A. A. 
80. Ajibola, Mr A. 

.. Tellers for Noes: 

81. Ajimobi, Mr L.A. 
82. Lana, Mr R. A. 

Amendment negatived. 

Original question proposed. 

Original question put. 

The House divided: 

Ayes-;-6S, Noes- 24. 

AYES-.:.68 ·· 

1. Adegbenro, Alhaji D. S. 
2. Adekeye, Chief A. · 
3. Adekunle, Mr Y . . 
4. Mr I. A. Adelodun 
5. A del egan, Mr S, T: 
6. · Adenekan, Alh~i A. L. 
7. Adeniran, Mr J. L. 
8. Adeniya, Mr S.' S. A. 
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9. Adesanya, Mr A. A. 
10. Adewumi, Mr M. A. 
11. Aaeyemo, ·Mr ]. 0. 
12. Adeyi, Chief A. 0. 
13. Adibi, Mr N. A. 
14. Adigun, Mr ]. 0. 

·-15. Agbaza, Mr ]. U. E. 
16. Aina, Mr E : 
17. Ajibola, Mr A. 
18 . . Akere, Mr C. I. 
19. Akerele, Mr S. 0 . 

. 20. Akingboye, Mr A. 0. 
21. Akintola, Chief S. L. 
22. Akran, Qba C. D. 
23. Aniyi, Mr I. 0. 
24. Anuku, Mr E. 
25. Arowojolu, Mr E. B. 
26. Areola, Mr R. 0. 
27. Aniwajoye, Mr S. B. 
28. Ashiru, Mr B. 
29. Atie, Mr A. 
30. Atolagbe, Mr D. 
31. Awopeju, Mr ] . 0. 
32. Babatola, Mr J. E. 
33. Babayemi, Mr A. A. 
34. Edeki, Rev. I. 

· 35. Ekwejunor-Etchie, Chief G. E. 
- 36. Ewah, Mr B. G. 

37. Fadayiro, Mr E. A. 
38. Fashola, Mr 0. 
39. Fawehinmi, Mr B. 0. 

· 40. Fetuga, Mr M. A. 
41. Gbolahan, Mr 0. 0. 

. 42. !dodo, Mr M. 
43 . Ijie, Mr M. 0. 
44. Kehiride, Mr J. 0. 
45. Kotoye, Mr N. A. B. 
46. Layonu, Mr S. A. 
47. Momoh, Mr K. S. Y. 
48. Obisesan, Mr B. 0. 
49. Odebiyi, Chief J. A . 
50. Odigie, Mr J. 0. 
51. Odutuga, Mr J. A. 
52. Ogundiran, Mr D. 
53. Ogunmuyiwa, Mr J. A. 
54. Ogunyele, Mr Y. 
55. Oke, Mr E. 0. 
56. Okeya, Mr S. A. 
57. Olaniyan, Mr B. 
58. Olukoju, Mr I. A. 
59. 9lumofin, Mr D. K. 
60. Olusa, Mr R. A. 

61. Omitowoju, Dr J. 0. 
62. Onabamiro, DrS. D. 
63. Onasanya, Mrs.- · 
64. Opaleye, Alhaji Z. A. 
65. Orowole, Mr D. 0. · 
66. Osagie, Mr B. E. 

Tellers for the Ayes: 
.67. Lana, Mr R. A. · 
68. Aji.inobi, Mr L: A. 

NOES- 24 

1. Abioshun, Mr J. 0. 
2. Adedigba, Mr M. A. · 
3. Aghahowa, Mr W. 
4. Ajuwon., Mr J. A. 
5. Akinyerhi, Mr R. .E. 
6. Atohengbe, Mr A. A. 
7. ,Ebubedike, Mr F. 
8. Fani-Kayode, Mr R. A. 
9. Igugu, Mr T. E. 

10. Imafidon, Mr E . 0. 
11. John, Mr C. 0. 
12. Lawai, Mr J. L. 
13. Okumagba, Mr D. E. 
14. Okwesa, Mr P. V. 
15. Olamigoke, Mr C. 0. 
16. Omokowajo, Mr ]. 0. 
17. Oputa-Otutu, ChiefF. 
18. Oviasu, Mr G. I. 
19. Owonikoko, Mr K . 0. 
20. Oyewole, Mr S. '0. 
21. Riemu, Mr J. A . 
22. Somotan, Mr A. S. 

Tellers for the Noes: 
23. Olaitan, Mr 0. 
24. Rerri; Mr A. T. 

Original question agreed to. 

.ApJOURNMENT 

Motion made, and Question proposed, That 
the House do now adjourn- (Chief Odebiyi). 

Question put and agreed to. 

AdJourned accordingly at 3.50 p.m. until 
Monday, 16th April, at 10.00 a.m. 

. . 
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· WESTERN . HOUSE OF . ··The position, Sir, is that the sum of £500 . 
is included under the Treasury Head of the 
Estimates- Head 323, Sub-head 12: "Com­
pensation and Ex gratia Awards". These 
are provisions for people who give birth to . 
triplets, and as is the practice, Sir, it is the 
Queen who normally gives bounties when 
this sort of thing happens in the United 
Kingdom; and since His Excellency is the 
representative of the Queen, it has been felt 
desirable that that item should be included 
under the Governor's Head of the Estimates. 

75 
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ASSEMBLY 
MONDAY, 16TH APRIL, 1962 

(The House met at _10.15 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 

(Mr Speaker in the' Chair) 

BUSINESS MOTION 

Suspension of Standing Order 4 (2) 

The Leader of the House (ChiefJ.,A. 0. 
Odebiyi): · Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 

. that- Standing Order 4 (2) be suspended to 
allow the House to continue sitting after 
1 p:m. if necessary._ 

Mr Chairman, Sir, I ~eg to move. 

Amendment put and agreed to. 

£21,290 for Head 320- The Governor-
agreed ~o. ' 

,HEAD 321.- PREMIER'S OFFICE 

I 

· May I briefly · explain to hon. Members 
how we intend to proceed with the Commit­
tee of Supply Stage of the Estimates. We 
want to devote two days for considering the 
Recurrent Expenditure .and about a whole 
day f9r the Capital Works Expenditure, and 
therefore it would 'be necessary, if people arc 
becoming too verbose or having protracted 
discussions on ·some Head, that the question 
may be put. I do hope that the Members of 
the Opposition as well as those on the 
Government Side of the House, will as soon 

Question proposed that the sum of £4~_5, 780 I C< 
for Head 321-Premier's Office-stand part of . If h 
the Schedule. . . · \,. d· 

. as a cross-section. of the House has spoken 
on a particular Head or item, proceed as 
expeditiously as possible so that we can rise 
on Wednesday the 18th. 

Chief F. Oputa-Otutu (Aboh West): 
Chairman, Sir, the ·Prime Minister, -Sir 
Abubakar, the Premier of Northern Region, 
Sir Ahmadu Bello, and the Premier of Eastern 
Nigeria, Dr M. I. Okpara, have 'all expressed 
some views about Nigeria becoming a · 
Republic. .Mr Chairman, Sir, I would like to 
say that the failure of the Premier of Western 
Nigeria to express some views ........ . 

I 

Mr Chairman: Order, Order. You are· 
over:.. ruled because the Estimates did not say 
anything about a Republic. 
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The Parliamentary Secre~ary to the 
Minister of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources (Alhaji Z. A. Opaleye) : Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 

Chief Oputa-Otutu: Mr Chairman, Sir, 
under the Nigerian (Constitution) Order in 
Council, Chapter ·II, Part I, section 5, sub­
section 1, the House of Chiefs sha:il consist of -: i <S 

. Question put and agreed to. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

·1962-63 APPROPRIATION BILL 

Committee of Supply 
(First Allotted Day) 

the persons for the time being holding such 
chieftaip.cies . as may be prescribed by the 
Governor, who shall be ex officio Members 
of the House. The Governor, . of course, in 
this context, is the Governor in Council. . 
Barely a fortnight ago, your chiefs resigned ~' . 
their seats in the House of Chiefs, and, · :" . 
twenty-four hours later, Western Nigeria 

Conside~ed in Committee. was told that they had been · appointed 
ex officio Members. ' 

HEAD 320.-~-GovrmNOR 
It will be seen from the foregoing' that it 

Question proposed . that the sum of £20,790 is quite clear that ex officio Members can be 
for Head 320- Governor- stand part of the appointed at the absolute discretion of the 
Schedule. Governor in . Council. ,Arising from the 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Chairman, Sir, I beg above, nine chiefs who enjoy sound influence 
to move the following amendment. That a over·· a Division were appointed to be re­
new Sub-head 8 entitled "Bounty for cognised as ex officio Members of the House 
Triplets" with a provision of £500 shown _. of Chiefs. 
against it be inserted under the Governor's' I w~uld like to say that I h,we no axe to ' 
Head of the Estimates. grind about the appointment of the. three 
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namely the Olowo o( Owo, the . Ewi 
Ado-Ekiti and the Oshemawe of Ondo. 

are chiefs who are, in normal circums;. 
more tlian justified . by merit to 
hers. The anomaly in the whole 

.hush-hush business is that six of the chiefs 
come r"rom ·one particular Province alone_;!. 
Orido Province. · · 

Besides, I wish particularly to refer to the 
Provinces and Divisions (Establishment and 
Variation) Bill which ha8 been hailed by all 
right-thinking Members of the House, and 
congratulate the Premier and his Executive 
for removing the enigmatic stigma ·of the 
good old days of the colonial regime which 
had existed as an "administrative conve'"' 
nience'' but which.has now become a' 'political 
inconvenience". 

I Nl:To suffimarise, sir, I submit that, . in 
.· future, the appointment 'of Members to ' Mr G. 1. Ovi~su (Benin Central West): 
t~e House .of ~hi~fs should be treated. i.n a Mr Chairman, Sir, I rise to move that 
manner that will g1ve no room for susp1c1on. " Head 321 be reduced by £5 . 
·. ·· Mr Chairman, with these few remarks . r beg to oppose. 

·<t'The .Parliamentary Secretary to the 
·Minister of Finance (Mr D. K. Olumofin): 
: Mr Chairman, Sir, I rise to make some 
• commenm on Head 321, concerning what 
·hon. F. Oputa-Otutu had said. But before 
<,ioing so, however, I wish to call the attention 
•of Mr Chairman to several Heads against 
which my name had appeared, indicating 
that I intend to move that each of the Heads 
be reduced by the amount stated against it 
in Committee of Supply. These are Heads 
~20, 321, 322, 327, 330, 331, ,339 and 344. 

. I wish to say, Mr, Chairman, that I had no 
intention of moving a redud:ion of any kind ·· 
on any of these Heads; what 'I indicated in 

· the Notice to Mr Speaker last week was that 
: ·I was desirous of speaking generally to the 

Debate on each of these .Heads at the 
· Committee of Supply Stage. ·I would there­
fore like my name deleted from the list of · 
Notices if 1 cannot speak on a Head otherwise . 
than by moving a reduction thereon. 

: In giving some explanati~ns of the points 
raised . by the hon. Member for Aboh (Mr 

· .Oputa-Otutu) I wish to say that he has been 
• .Yabouring under serious misapprehensions 

·and misconception. ,.. . ., 
· · -~As far as the Obas :are concerned they are 
spgrfectly happy with the change made in the 
~.~S,tatus of each of the four Obas, and, in fact, 
· · they recommended the change to Govern­
r:inent. 
l~;., 

:; · It ·is most gratifying to note that the 
Premier, Chief S. L. Akintola, successfully 
piloted the ship of state of Western Nigeria 

'. through the shoals of the ocean of envy, ~pite 
and prejudice, hatched here and there, during 
the last fiscal year, ·'by a conspiratorial band, 
who for no just cause felt irresistibly compelled 

.. to. slice this Region j.nto two in a most 
undignif:Ying and ·unilateral manner never 

· engaged in 'anywhere in a democratic society. 

My reasons are as follows: A glance at 
the Estimates will reveal to everyone that 
under the leadership of the Premier there is 
an organisation known as the Premier's 
Office Pool in the . age of our Austerity · 
Measures. 

· The Entertainment Allowance of the 
Premier, which was £1,300, is now £1,620, 
and this. added to his salary brings the total 
he is earning to £5,120. To make up the 
10 per cent cut in salary they have invented 
clever ways of plundering from Government 
funds. For this reason ·all the Ministers 
have surrendered their cars to the Premier's 
Pool and these were revalued above the 
market value. They have' used the money 
they got from that "deal" to buy more 
expen~ive cars like Mercedes 220(S), and they 
continue in their trips by using the cars 
which they have surrendered to the Govern­
ment. · · 

I consider that the steep rise of local 
transport and travelling expenses under 'each 
Ministry total, which came to about £200,000 
is designed to provide a fund for these 
Ministers from which to plunder Government. 
revenue. Otherwise how do they explain 
these substantial increases? It is not common 
that they use Government cars labelled 
"Premier's Office" for their very private 
business, including going to Dugbe Market 
to buy fish for their wives? 

I challenge them to say whether these 
devices to get more money are in accord with, 
the recent austerity measures. I liken them 
to the crow who invented a way of getting 
more water from the pitcher and who, after 
putting stones into it, made the water to 

,, over-flow from the pitcher, and then he 
had water to drink. Such necessity, which 
is the mother of invention, is also leading 
these Ministers to invent clever ways of 
falling heavily on Government funds. I 
submit, S.ir, that this is highly and morally 
reprehensible. 

··'~ 

.. ,· " 

r . 

I 
I 

i 
! 
1 

I 
I 
I 

. I 

I 

f 
.: 

I . 

< I 

, I· 
' ' '• , I. 

' ' I 

.I 
I 

lj! 

! I 
i 

·l 



.• 

I • 

759 !962-63 Appropriation 16TH APRIL;- 1962 Bill~Committ~s._of _Supply 

[MR OvxAsu] . 
· It is not uncommon that these Ministe1·s 

. . ' 
on . a salary of £3,00Q_ per annum, put. up 
buildings well over £20,000 without loan 
·from the Bank. Here is a recent specimen 
of a voucher for transport claim which passed 
through the Treasury: · 

1. A Minister for travelling 
from Ibadan to his 
constituency . .. 3,000 miles 

2. Local Running in his 
constituency .. .. 3,000 miles 

3. Travelling to Ibadan 
from his constituency 3,000 miles 

Total 9,000 miles 

For this he claimed £500 for a period which 
he claimed to be six months.. In addition, 
he drew night allowances of three guineas 
per night. On another occasion ht: drew 
£168 . . He was also getting £75 per month 
as 'the Basic for his car. Now that this 
Basic Allowance is removed they have 
cleverly devised a ·means to return their cars 
to the so-called Premier's Pool. 

The · Supplementary Appropriation Bill 
which the Minister of Finance brings to this 
Legislature every Budget savours of suspicion 
because details ar~ never therein given. 
All the information got from such Supplemen­
tary .Estimates are only '"total" amounts to 
be expended under each Ministry. This is 
another avenue for the Ministers to misuse 

· Government funds. We on this side of the 
House do not trust them. It is our 
duty as the · watchdogs of the electorate to 
expose them and tell them . that they cannot 
plunder without detection. 

I am not imputing motives. I can prove 
my case. I think the correct thing to do is to 
send the cars to the workshop but, instead 
of doing this, · they send them , to the Pool 
and ask a Government officer to value them. 
That is ·fraudulent. If ycm go to Dugbe 
market, every.car is labelled with the Premier's 
sign. Government cars should be used 
judiciously. 

And then I come to my point, Sir, about the 
Premier'f? Pool. These Ministers have got 
huge sums as valuation on their cars and they 
are now buying the 220(S) Mercedes. The old 
cars which they surrendered to the Premier's 
Office P,ool, when they are going on tour 
they still make use of. Is it not fraudulent? 
(Cheers from Opposition R_enches). I think 
you wilL agree with me that this is a mockery 
of democracy and of austerity measures. 
You will be surprised to see what these 
Ministers who earn £3,000 are doing. How 

can a man on £3,000 per annum build :a . 
house of £20,000 without getting loan from· .. •., 
the Bank? How does he n.1ake this money?_ . 
I know .some of them have ten flats. The·· , 
Gentleman opposite me has a flat of ~teif . 

1 
stories. Another one has ten -stories along : ~e ·· me tb.e Creek Road at Lagos. It is an organised . . 

.. f . bb f r bl' f d . "" res way o ro ery o pu 1c un s . and we · Gc 
cannot trust them. · t 

Mr Chairman, Sir, before I conclude my 
speech, ·I want to warn;· through Mr Chair­
man, a particular Minister, the Minister of 
Health and Social Welfare, that he should be, 
silent when I speak and that he should 
be of good behaviour; if he does not, I shall 
not hesitate to be ruthless by showering · on 
him my rockets. 
· Then, finall;~, Sir, there is no year which · tf't 
ha~ p_assed in this Legislature without. tJ:ei;- ' ;·'. i~~ 
brmgmg up a Supplementary Appropnat10n ; \-: 
Bill. (Interruptions). -.... hq~ 

. . ~ 

I claim your protection, Mr Chairman, I do · ' she 
not want any interference. 

Well, every time Sir, after this colossai 1_ 

waste· of money, the· Minister of Finance'. - ~ 
always brings to this Legislature what he calls 
"Supplementary Appropriation Bill." -·There · 
is one thing which is very significant abo,ut 
this Supplementary Appropriati.on Bill, and 
that is that details are··never given; we always 
hear that so much has been spent on this 
Ministry, so much has been spent on that 
Ministry. Have they ever given details? 
Does that not savour of s0me plan to embe~zle 
public funds? · · · · 

Chief Odebiyi: l\1r President, Sir, 
having listened to the last speaker, I think it 
right that I should explain or reply to some 

. of the points which he has made. If a 

tUI 

(0. 
gh 
by 

Minister who is earning £3,000 ·builds 
twenty flats or thirty flats and he does nett 
borrow money from the Bank, the duty of the 
hon. Member is to go to the Police or C.I.D. 
and report. The C.I.D. will look into- it. 
Ministers don't do business like ~orne people 
who when they are chairmen of Councils will 
destroy these councils by charging an illegal 
amount in ' respect of drugs and medicine 
(Shame). · In any · event, Sir, there is . - ~ 
proverb which says, "It is the rogue ·and 
robber who knows . how to trace path of a 

' ba: 

rogue and robber." (Cheers). 

Now the hon. Member, Sir, has made·· . 
very s~rious remarks about the integrity 
and honesty of Members on this side of the 
House. I want to put it to him : '!Are yoti 
really serious that I, as lVIinister of Finance, 
am dishonest in the discharge of my duties? 
Are you really serious?" . Mr Chairman, Sir, 

In: 
th~ 
Mi 
of 
h'a· 

Wl' 

fo1 
frc 
(0 

I . 
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·chief Odebiyi: Now the position is 
is the hon. Member really serious whea he quite clear. Those of them who buy cars get 

that indictment that people earning advances from the Government; if the.y do 
£3,000 were building fantastic houses without not get advance from the Government, they 
getting loans from the Bank? Is · he suggest- can do so by hire purchase. That is what 
ing, Sir, that I as Minister of Finance, people have done.-~ In any event, how much 

·responsible for finance, atn defrauding the ·- ~ a ;nan o.wes to a firm, or an agency, is entirely 
Government? Is the answer yes or no? h1~ busmess so long as he does not 'tamper 

. . . . . . . w1th Government money. That is not our 
Let hun mstltute a comm1sswn of enquiry; busirtess · at all. Besides that Sir when 

.I shall come before it to give . evidence. · · Ministers . do give up their cars: sur~ly they 
'Mr Chairman: It appears the question is must ~e given transport to do official to1lring .. 

,not answered. I, for ~nstance, for the past year or two, I do 
, not thmk I travelled over 2,000 miles for the 

"' . . 

. Chief Odebiyi: · All that I can say, Sir, whole year because my job is not of a touring 
is that as far as I know, speaking for· all the one. My purpose· is t() come here and 
Members of the Government Bench here, explain things to the House and to be in · the' 
-there is no single one of them who has made a head~'!arters in 'case there are supplementary 
claim which he is not justified to make. provtswns or warrants to be signed; but there 
All he needs to do is to come here by way of a are other Ministers who are touring Ministers. 
question or a substantial motion to make The Minister of Health and Social Welfare 
his ·point. . If a Minister is dishonest, he ought to see hospitals and what their needs are. 
should move a Motion, as a w~tchdog of the ··The Minister of Lands and Housing must 
people of the Region, to the effect that such visit Town Planning Authorities, and so is 
a person be removed from office for dis- the Minister of Local Government who must 
honesty. · visit the Local Government Councils, etc . . _.· . , 

The Minister of Works and Transport must ··'. 
visit works which are being carried out by his 
Ministry.' Now, the £200,000 increase which 

· Before I conclude, Sir, ' I am imploring the 
bon. Member to do that; if he does not do 
that, he will stand condemned as a man who 
has indulged in using the privilege of the 
House to damage the good name of the 
people of this side of the House. I am 
prepared to do that if only he wiil co-operate. 

Now, coming to the other serious point' 
the hon. Member made. He said the 
Ministers talk of austerity on one side and 
turn round and do another thing again. 
(Opposition Benches: Yes) If Ministers 
give up their cars and the cars are valued 

· by the P.W.D., ·· all these valuations are 
based on the rules ··laid down by Financial 
Instructions. If you want to value a car it is 

. the Mechanical Engineer who does it, and no 
Minister is obliged to give up his car. Out 
of all the Ministers' here, only eight of them 

· have given up their cars. The others have 
retained their cars and they have spread the 
time within which to pay back. , What those 

have given up their cars are given by 
of cash is the difference between what 
are owing and the valuation of the ear. 

·.'An hon. Me~ber: . Why is it preferential? 
(~ ~ . 

_c Chief Odebiyi: It is not preferential at 
,.all. I, for instance, bought a Mercedes Benz 
'with my own personal money- (interruptions) 

. - and if people want to find out how I paid 
it, ·all they need do is to go and find out 

. from Leventis. They can go there. 
.· (Opposition Benches: They will not tell us.) 

• ... .. 

the hon. Gentleman speaks about, I have not 
seen yet. (Opposition Benches: Here is it-
it is here.) 

When the . hon. Member was speaking, 
he spoke about an increase in the Votes for 
Local ·Transport and Travelling in the 
Premier 's Office. He forgot to mention 
the section dealing with fixed vehicle allow:. 
ances which has been reduced by £1 0,26Q. 
He purposely omitted that because it did not 
suit his case. If you lopk at page 3'0 of the 
Estimates Book, under Other Charges, 
I tern 17, you will see fixed vehicle allowance 
of £10,260 which is a diminishing item . 
He did not mention that. 

With regard to the. maintenance and 
running. costs of motor vehicles, I · did 
mention that the Premier's Office pool .had to 
be strengthened in order to provide cars for 
V.I.Ps who visit Ibadan. I have mentioned 
it hefore, that when Heads of States come to 
Lagos they always like to come to the West, 
particularly the Western Region capital, 
Ibadan, becaus~ it is a University town, and 
there is a lot for them to see, and also because · 
it is important that this Government must 
not show an -example of miserliness : or 
uncharitableness. The Premier's Transport 
Pool ought to be provided with good cars so 
that those people, _when they come here, they 
should be properly cared for. · 

. ' .. 
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· Opposition ·Benches: Do 

e'veryday? 
they come Chief Osuntokun: i am 

. ChiefOdebiyi: Well, ifth~y do not c~me 
everyday, do we have-to go and hire whe.never 
they come? I think, Sir, that we are not like 
the Federal Ministers who are buying personal 

: cars for which basic is paid. People also have 
Ministry cars which they use in addition, and 
we all know how much they spend on these 
cars; but if people are going to be unreason­
able in their criticism, then they can have it 
back. 

.The other point which was made by the 
hon. Member, Oputa-Otutu in connection 
with certain appointments made indicates 
Sir, that the hon. Member is s~ffering fro~ 
old age or senility because he had ample 
opportunity for discusl?ing the matter when 
we . ·were dealing with the Slectoral Regula­
tions. The position is that when people who 
normally ought to live by nature, an,d by the 
natural grace which God has given them 
r€fuse to live by nature, and have to live o~ 
penicillin, etc., throughout their life the 
result is that they suffer from sepility. ' 

· · Mr Chairman. 

As I was . saying before the hon. .u~'"'"'""'• 
for Al)oh cut in, I was just to explain 
reason why there must be an increase in 
vote under Local Transport .and 

.. expenses. This Government made a aec;Iston~ 
that all' Ministers' and all 
Secretaries, even including the 

. earning basic allowance should stop c<11UUJI){• 

mileage allowance and should stop 
driver's allowance. Those are three 
ant things. Basic allowance will be 
abolished as from the 1st of April. 
all~wances of 8d per mile which ~he J.YJ..uu;)Lta 

claim when they go on tour is 
abolished. Even the driver who drives 
Minister's car is usually p r..id at £117•,. 

· annum. That is also gone. · If you · 
these up, you will know the amount ' 
saving which Government has made. ~-.n· .. ~?:~ > 

against them Ministers must be on the move. 
For instance, speaking for myself, I am going 
on the 8th of May to open the Rural Health 
Centre at Igarra. On 12th May, I am going 
to open the Gener.al Hospital at Uroriii. 
I go to Benin, sometimes even in May to 
some other official duties. 

Is it being seriously suggested that when 
I am going to perform these official 
I should take my ··private car upon 
I am· not getting basic-allowance? 

The Chiefs who have been appointed have 
been appointed as a result of the recommenda­
tion of the Council of Obas and Chiefs who 
themselves take charge of that type of matter. 
It is the Obas themselves . in the Obas' · 
Council who recommi:md to the Government 
which Chiefs .they want to be transferred 
froin ·one list to another. That is exactly 
what has been done. We, as a rule, Sir, 
do not do what other people do, namely, that 
commoners should decide for Chiefs what are 
Chiefs' prerogatives and privileges. The 
Chairman of the Council of Obas and Chiefs 
is no less than the distinguished and venerabie 
Alafin of Oyo, who is known in Y oruba Land 
as the father of the Yorubas, and, therefore, 
what they recommend to us has to be accepted 
because that is what they want. We have 
had no evidence at least from the Warrant 
Chiefs from Aboh that they are opposed to 
th<? appointment which has been made. 

interruptions.) The hon. M ember; in , ... : ::-·,;-a .. - ... 

With those few remarks, Sir, I beg to 
support. · 

The Minister of Health and Social 
Welfare (Chief J. 0. Osuntokun): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, I just want to mention 
briefly three points -in connection with the 
facts which the Minister of Finance has 
given. ·, The first one, the questi~n of 
mileage allowance ... .... .. ...... (interruptions). · 

Mr O puta -Otu tu rose- (interruptions) . 

Mr Chairman : Will the hon. Minister 
carry on. 

own interest when ' he makes a point he 
should wait for the explanation of the point. 
It is for him to take it or not. So · that 
the increase in transport and · travelling , 
expenses will be spent upon the cars which 
Government is going to buy in order to allow 
the Ministers to move about in the oeJ:1:m:-m.,.~,J:1 : 
ance of their official duties, but when 
Minis~er goes. on private business, say, to 
see Ius constituency, to see that nothing 
goes wrong, or on week-ends, well it is no 
Government business. It is his duty ' to 
find his owri means of getting t<?. !lis 
constituency. 

I want hon. Members to know that not 
a penny of this increase goes into the pocket. 
of 3:ny Minister whatsoever. 'l'bat ~s why 
the m,crease. · · . · ·p 

The second point I have to niake is about · 
the point which the Member for Benin 
Central has made.. He. is very fond of usw:~ 
foul language and unseemly remarks when he 
spe;aks. That sort of thing has 'becom<d1is 
stock .in t rade. Unfortunately h,e has . not · 
the .skm to. rec~ive back. Because when you · 
begm to h1t him back he becomes wild· he 
becomes mad and runs amock. ' . 

rUE 
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1 
,to f Mr A. T. Rerri: On point of order. 
~ ~Order 27 (5): It should be out of order to 

~~e.r $ se offensive or insulting language. This 
the· . .g peech in the Committee of Supply has been 
~e ar from parliamentary. · 

lin'g, 
sion Alhaji Opaleye rose- (Interruptions.) 

. ~·-

~ary; · Chief Osuntokun: Mr Chairman I 
.er\ i agree entirely with the hon. Member who 
t~ng '' has raised a point of order because he agrees 
~~g'"·'Jthat the Hon. Member for Benin Central 

all ~ _ as been foul in his language. 
! · . 

age ·. Mr ~Rerri: I do not say so. The 
ters ~ anguage has been foul from the other side of 
her · he House. · . 
the : 
per · Mr Oviasu: I submit that to· say 
)tai ;; that a Member of the House has run amock 
of·~ is sufficiently _insulting. ' . 

3ut ' ·· , ·' Chief Osuntokun: Mr Chairman, .an 
:~e \ . · · hon. Member like Oviasu said that some 
\t~ .' Ministers are p_utting up palatial buildings. 
~ -- 1 He said the Minister of Finance, for example, 
1.t;~ · •. did that without going to the Bank for a loan. 
tpl,. ~'· Is the Member suggesting to this House that 
'~? ~ he has gone to the Bank which the Minister of 
8 :; Finance patronises? Is he suggesting that 
ten '~ he has gone to B.W.A. or the Barclays 
ies • Bank and he has spoken to the Managers · 
[eli . and the Managers of those banks , have 
7ed ;· actually tendered the account of the Minister 
his - before him in order to be able to know 
he , that he has· not taken any loan from the , 
nt: - Bank? Even if that is so it is common 
1at knowledge to everybody that there is no 
ng .-" need to have a penny b'efore you can put 
ch '· up a building. ~Prolonged interruptions). 

,. Mr Chairman, Sir, th~ point I am making 
n- ' is this hon. Oviasu is a business man-

a - ~ (Interruptions.) The man in front of me 
to ~ claims to __ be a business man. · Without a 
t1g penny you can start a building, provided you 

are credit worthy. To.day not many of 
us can go to reputable contractors. Let 
us draw an argument. I want to put a sC>lid 
storey building. Let us enter into an agree­
ment.. I am credit-worthy. You know 
how much I earn in a month. I will not 
run away from the Region; let us draw up 
an .agreement. You · go ahead with the 
building; as soon as you complete the 
building let it out and whatever money you 
collect from the rent you can go on with it, as 
long as the House pays for itself. (Interruption) 

Mr Chairman: I am afraid I have to 
:>t ·, . call the attention of hon. House "in this 

Order 29 (4): During a sitting all Members 
shall be silent or shall confer only in under­
tones. Rule 5- Members shall not make 
unseemly intermptions when any Member is 
speakii1g. 

I would implore hon. Members to let u~ 
deal with ourselves very honourably. (Cheers 

-· from all sides of the Hoztse). I can .be tough 
at times! 

Chief Osuntokun: I thank the Chairman 
very much. I hope hon. Members will take 
the warning of the C.~airman. 

The last point I want to' make in addition 
to what my colleague has said is about this 
question of voucher which the hon. Member 
for Benin Central has been e waving. I 
will very much appeal to him through the 
Chairman so that it would be investigated. · 
For goodness sake let us sometimes tell 
some ' lies which can be easily covered. 
I mean that to tell a distressed falsehood in 
order to phly to the gallery or to assassinate 
the characters of certain people is very 
disappointing. Mr Chairman I do not 
want to use a word which I think is really 
appropriate for 'the action of the Member 
but I would appeal to the hon. Member now 
to submit this voucher and stop merely 
assa<:.sinating the characters of Members o.n 
the floor of this House. 

The assassination· which he cannot do 
outside the gates of this House should not be 
done here. How is it humanly pos&ible 
for a man to cover 9,000 miles a month, even 
if he is travelling day imd night? (Interrup­
tions) . 

Mr Oviasu: Point of explanation,' Mr 
Chairman. I never said 9,000 miles a month. 
I said 9,000 miles in six months. 

Mr Chairman : The hon. Gentleman said 
9,000 miles in six months. 

~ 

Chief Osuntokun: Mr Chairman, Sir 
whether he no-:v shifts the period to six months 
does not make any difference. That gives an. 
average of 1,500 miles a month which I think 
is not too much. Take, for example, the 
case of a Minister who comec; from the Mid­
west, say from Asaba or from Benin area. 
If that Minister goes to· his area twice a 

,i_i· · . Committee to our Standing Order 29 Rules 
1([ ,, 4 and 5. I can assure you that I shall have 

to be very strict about this Order. Order 29- . 
the behaviour of Members in speaking; 

· month he will surely cover 1,500 miles 
What is the point then? The hon. Member 
shifts his ground because he has now _seen 
the absurdity of the deliberate falsehood 
which he has told this House, and I . will · 
warn him, Sir, to stop-embarrassing our loyal 
and sincere civil servants because the impres­
sion he haJ created is that there are certain 
civil servants who are supplying h,im with 
these figures which he comes to quote. 

. 'f 

~ ;~ ; I 
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These civil servants are not here; they can't 
defend themselves and he doesn't mention 
anybody, ·so that we will be tempted to cast 
suspicion upon every member of th~ Civil 
Service. 

Mr Oviasu: If you have nothing to hide, 
why wo~ry? 

-. Chief Osunto~oo: I think, S1r, that it is 
high time this hon. Member stopped embar­
rassing our civil servants in this way. As 
far as we Ministers are concerned we have 
nothing against our civil servants; they are 
loyal, they are hardworking, and we have 
no complaints · at all against them. 

Mr J. A. Riemu (Urhobo West II): 
Mr Chairman; Sir, I thought you knew me. 

Mr Chairman: I beg your pardon. 

Mr Riemu: 
my name. 

I said I thought you knew: 

M1: Chairman: I know you by your 
Constituency and not by your name (Laughter). 

Mr Riemu: Mr Chairman, Sir, I rise to 
make my comments on Head >321 of this 
Estimate. To start with, Mr Chairman, 
I will only deal extensively· with this matter 
of fixed vehide ·allowance being abolished 
and the local transport and travelling expenses 

. that have carried under this Head an addi­
tional £279,000. If Members of this honour­
able House will remember, I was the first 
person to mention this particular item. I 
mentioned it on tQ.e 1Oth of April. 

Mr C~airman: Transport allowances? 

Mr Riemu: Local. transport and travel-
' ling expenses . . Since then, ·serious views 
have beeh taken of this item that we have come 
again to the floor of this House to discuss it. 
There is no doubt, Mr Chairman, that this 
amount will pass through vouchers that are 
always issued by Ministers whom we have 
been told several titnes are not to be queried. 

. . ' 

. Mr, Chairman: You cannot go on re­
peati~g another gentleman's speech already 
made. Will -you kindly- leave that and say 
something else. 

Mr . RiemU:: Well, Sir, some Members 
have said something which I would like to 
contradict. Some of them, Sir, have tried 
_to deny whnt is an obviom1 fnct. · That is jw~t 

. what I want to say. 

Mr Chairman: Show us the obviousness 
of 'the fact: 

. ' ~ 

Mr Riemu: As I said before, Sir, ' thii · [M:R .1 
amount of £279,580 is split over the who!~ in fac 
Ministries. · It is not the Premier's portfolio · to ·in 
alone. It is every Ministry. · :·. · •.: why .. tl 

. Mr Chairman: I beg your 
I am dealing with orily this Head 
Head alone. 

Mr Riemu: No, they are denying 
such things never happened. 

Mr Chairman: I don't want any othe~ 
Head now. I am .dealing with Head 321 and 
that is all. You could deal with all these 
Heads together during the Second Reading, 
butnotnow. · 

Mr Riemu: Alright Sir. I now go 
the Premier. I have something very gl-ave. 
to say about him. , (Interruptions). _. 

Mr Chairman: I am afraid ;~u are ruled : 
out of order. You can't go to him in person: · 

' ./. 

•' 
Mr Riemu: I am not going· to him 

Midw 
Midw 
facts 
undev 
the j: 
would 
come~ 

parts • 

. Mr 

_. Mr 
claimt 

Que 

Que 
321-
Schetl 

' 
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personally. I am going to his Ministry. · Mt 
It is appalling and very disturbing to know , Mr ( 
that since the Premier assumed this most . Head 
exalted office he has not thought it expe~ ' . wish 
client to visit any part of the Midwest. •;;.

1 
:, since 

(G~vernment Back Benchers: Ah! The" ~ · electi 
Premier had done so) . . ' · ' 1 ' ' Regi< 

-~<hi ... The · 

The only time that the Premier visited t~r :· ~~;t _ 1 Midwest was when he went to !shan· on an I s 0 s I h' b hi .. ' COUll• .... · . . tWe ehgramhsent to htm yh s suphport~r1 s. rr· Divi~ 
there. en e got t ere e was eav1 y, , 1'. T 
guarded by policemen. · w~ had thoug~~ · r.~ · r::1 
he would use that opportumty to see other ' ,·' E 
places .in the Midwest but,. unfortunat~ly,:,v :~ fZ~~ 
somethmg happened and he rushed . back t? ,.- ·.(· and 
Ibadan almost the same day. That was last ·' c . 
yea._r. ' ''-~ ; - .(G 

• . :~- - li. 
· One thing concerning this He~d ·is .' · y ( 

that the Midw~llt, all along, h~W b~~n th~ : · · Mini 
abandont>d baby of this Government, not ~~:~ 
only by the Premier but also ·by all the 
Ministers. Some of these Ministers would 
say· they ar.e visiting . the · Midwest where~s 

men 
may 
cont 
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v~e1~e .in fact they never · go there. I don't' want 
tJ.o to ' to impute . motives. I know the reason 

why the Premier does not want to come to the 
Midwest. He knows that if he visits the 
Midwest he ·will be confronted with the 
facts and the extent to whi.ch the area is 
undeveloped, and so to keep away from 
the people altogether is the solution. I 
would have very much liked that the Premier 
comes to the Midwest at a time I am in the 
area so that I may ·serve him with Sapele 
water. 

(Government Benches.; Do you want to 
poison him!) 

The only hope that I will express right 
now is that he will during his census tour 
not only visit Ishan, which of course will not 
be on an S.O.S., but that he will visit other 
parts of Midwest. 

Mr Chairmar:, I beg to·.support. 

Mr D. K. Olumofin rose in his place and 
claimed)o move that the question be now put. 

Question put c_znd agreed to. 

Question that the sum 'of £425,780 for Head 
321-Premier's Office stand part of the 
Schedule put and agreed to. 

HEAD 343-ELECTORAL CoMMISSION 

Question proposed th'at the sum of £43,460 for 
Head 343-Electoral Commission_.:_stand part 
of the Schedule. 

· Mr· A. Atohengbe (Benin North-East): 
Mr Chairman, Sir, 1 beg to move that this 
Head be reduced by £5. In so doing, I 
wish to . say that we have all witnessed that 
since the introduction of Local government 
elections or democratic · elections in this 
Region · very many things have happened. 
The elections were meant to be democratic, 
but I can assure yotf, Mr Chairman, Sir, 
that the last eltictions to district and divisiunal 
cou~cils in th.e Region, .particularly in Benin 
Division, were autocratic. . The . Secretary/ 
Treasurers who were styled "Assistant 
Electoral Officer'3" in each of · these local 
government councils were secretly instructed 
to disallow the nomimtion papers of NCNC 
candidates by the. Minister in charge. · 

. (Gov~rnment .. Benches: A}zf .By . whom?) 

Yes! you ask me by'whom? I say, by the 
Minister in charge. I am saymg . this 
because ·there is no Minister · who has no 
dealings with other Mini~ters in the Govern­
ment set-up. (Interruptions). Whatever you 
may 'do . to disturb me ..yill 11ot.l?e. f~lt .I s}:lall 
continue my speech. · 

Mr Chairman, Sir, . under sub-head . 2 
of this Head of Expenditure a sum of £710 
is allocated for local transport and travelling 
expenses. Well, we have recently held 
elections into district and divisional councils . 
in the Region. It is therefore, not anticipated 
that there will be .any elections in the very · 
remote future. So, Sir, . unless the Minister 
of Local Government gives us an assurance 
that elections will in future be held into the 
dissolved local government councils for 
which caretaker committees were appointed, 
there is no reason why such a sum of mohey 
should be set aside for local transport and 
travelling. · 

Mr Chairinan, Sir, I beg to move. 

MrRiemu: 
tions). 

I beg to second. (Interrup-

Mr Chairman: Order, . order. · .The 
Minister of Local ' Government has ·got 
nothing to do with this Head. It is not his 
Head. It is somebody's Head. 

Mr Atohengbe: I have moved, Mr 
Chairman. 

Chairman: Has he moved? 

Opposition Benches: Yes. 

Mr Chairman: I do not know. 
(Lau[!ht'er) . 

Amendment proposed .. . 

Mr D. E. Oku'magba (Warri East): 
Mr Chairman, I think this is a nice opportu­
nity given me to comment on the mistakes 
of the Government as · far as elections are 
concerned. We on this side of the House 
have from ti_q1e been wondering whether or 
not we have democracy in the Western Region. 
We have been watching the activities of the 
Government fQr some time now as far ·as 
dissolution and appointment of Management 
Cornrnittees of various Council areas are 
concerned. I take the . case of the Akure 
District Council: that was a Council won.; .. :. 

Mr Chairman: Order, order: The · 
Electonil Commission"has got nothiJ?.g i:o do 
with the dissolution of any Local or District 
Council.· The responsibility is · that of "the 
Minister of Local Government. 

Mr Oltumagba: . They are brothers. 

Mr Chairman: They are not brothers 
at all. 

Mr Oltumagba: Perhaps ' it will interest 
the Chairman to know. what we feel about 
the . running of the Department of. the 
Electoral Commissioner in the Region. · 

,, . 



I ." 

- '• 

.•. •· , ... 

77~ 1962- 63 Appropriation 16TH APRIL, 1962 Bill- Committet;. of Supply 

(MR 0KUMAGBA) 

(Government Bench'es: Wait until you 
come to.the other ·Head.) · 

. Which is the other Head? Your estimates 
. . are so confused; when we speak about this 

·you tum it the other way, and so on. Well 
Mr Chairman, I would not take your time; 
whatever I have to say, I shall reserve untjl 
it comes to the proper Head. (Laughter.) 

Mr J. 0. Abioshun (Iwo East Subur­
ba-n): Mr Chairman, Sir, I will appeal to 
Government to make it possible that too 
many local elections ..... . (Interruptions.) 
(Government Benches: What elections?) 

That during Parliamentary elections or .any 
local Council elections, that Government 
makes ·. things possible by r-losing down 
·Customary Courts so that elections to that 
Council or House must be fair and free, and 
that during that ·time all tax collection should 
be suspended (interruptions.) So that elec­
tions into any Local or Divisional Council 
may be..free and 'fair. 

Mr ' Chairman: Perhaps, the hon. 
Gentleman will realis~ that this Head has got 
nothing to do .with Customary Courts, with 
the collection of tax, and all the rest of it. 
It has got something to do with the conduct 
at elections, cond~ct at the polling booths and 
arrangement for the elections. That is all: 
anything beyond that, I will overrule. 

Mr Abioshun: I know Mr Chairman 
I beg to sit. 

Mr J. . 0. Omokowajo ·(Okitipupa 
North-West): Mr Chairman, Sir, I think 
this Head should not appear in the Estimates 
. of. the Western Region. 

Mr Chairman: Are you amending your 
Motion for an amendment? Your Motion is 
that the Head be reduced by £5, but here 
yo~ are doing ·something else ...... (laughte1'). 

Mr Omokowajo: 1 am co min~ to that 
now, Mr Chairman. There is something 
I observe Sir, that is, that electricity supnly 
has been ir:tcreased from '£160 ·to £380. 
I think that·· in the olden days when people 
want to "'warm themselves up . or when they 
want the use of a fan, they don't keep the fan 
on throughout the day. How many of you 
will spend £380 if you. have your own build­
ing. It does not matter if you don't use 
electricity; the E.C.N. will not charge you: 
you just come and keep it on in the office­
anything · you want to do is electricity. I 
think last year, Mr Chairman, Sir, it was 
£160; this year if increased to £380, and still 

you want to talk of austerity. What austeriW 
when people want to·· enjoy at the e_xpe11~e 9.£ .. 
others? If £160 was'· used last year and 
£380 this year, if you get the addition or th,~ :; . • 
excess-(Interrup#ons.) , . · . .· 

I am saying now Sir, that this Government 
is , trying to sacrifice innocent lambs to 
appease angry gods. When you cut my own . 
salary and you want more fans, more elec­
tricity fqr your own office, what type pf 
austerity do you want? I will repeat, Sir, 
you are just sacrificing innocent lamb~ . to 
appease angry gods. (Interruptions). • . 

With these few points Sir, I beg to support 
the Motion that the Head be reduced by £5. 

Mr J. A. Rie~u (Urhobo West II): Mr 
Chairman, I beg to support the Motion calling ·· 
for the reduction of £5 in Head 343-:- · 
Electoral Commission. I do not think ·:I 
have much to say about this very I:Iead save 
that so many things have been done by this 
Commission; in fact so many people get 
annoyed sometimes. In the first place, · Sir, 
where there are bye-elections everywhere in , 
the· Region, this · Commission ·will ·only . ... , 
arrange for that bye-election to be held • 
where it knows that that particular area is' : 
Action Group controlled. · 

Mr Chairman: Order, Order. May , I · ', • 
correct the hon. Gentleman on this point. ·:. 
The Electoral Commission does not arrange - ' 
or .. tell people when elections will take place. ·,~ · 
They are being told: they do not take sides:' '-: . 

. . \ .t .l ;t: 
Mr Riemu: Yes Sir, but I have been;._' :·. 

told by the Chairman himself that · 'this .,: : 
Commissjon is responsible for arrangements;'',. 
for elections either at District Council level or · : 
Parliamentary level. 

~ · . • . • l ·• \,~;t ~· . 
Mr Chairman: V~en there are vacan;-•. :, 

cies anywhere, th~y are tqld to organis,e·; 
they are not to fix dates or ~imes either. t • :' " ' 

' • . •. "'·· 1'·1 

Mr Riemu: This is so Mr Chairman; I 
am not saying that they are to fix the date btif :.· 
I am saying that they have been told and that ;. · 
they refused to fix the date'. :· ' ··, ,' : . . ... ~ .. ·~ 

not true. 
Mr Chairman: I tell you that that ;is: 

~ ' • .• :r .... ~ 

,.· 
. Mr Riemu: I . think the Ch~irman ·,will ·· ;~ ' 

w:ait and see that proved or not before h~ . · 
takes a decision on that being true or not. - _If 

. . . 
Mr Chairman: I know when -there ·is 

vacancy as far as this House ·is concerned'ana 
I know the procedure, and I am telling. ·you 
that what you say · is not exactly what is 
happening, and I ·would not say you· are 
lying because that would be unparliamentary! 

~ · _;, .. 

'" .,. 
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Mr Riem u: . I do not doubt the . Chair­
man, . but the fact is that so many . things do 
happen in this Region which the Chairman 
sometimes does not lmow. 

Mr Chairman: I lmow that Electoral 
Commission does not fix dates for elections. 

Mr Riemu: They do not fix dates but 
they are responsible for the arrangement of 
elections and they refused to arrange it in a 
particular case. . They have refused to 
arrange for Urhobo West: that 'is a Federal 
election. · 

Mr Chairman: Is Urhobo ·· West a 
constituency of this House? 

Mr Riemu: No, Federal Parliament: a 
vacancy has · been declared .. . ..... . 

Mr Chairman: Electoral Commis;ion 
of this Western Region? 

Mr Riemu: We have gone to Lagos and 
got man~ate to put the matter on the floor 
of this House; to mention it here that .. they 
could not understand the reason why the 

. vacancies which had been announced by 
"the Federal Parliament had no arrangement 
being made for it here. 

Mr Chairman: If you had the mandate 
of your people to raise it here, you have not 
done so; if yqu have not, ask . a question 
as to whose duty it is. If you ask, you will be 
told but you have not asked; you have 
neither movcSd a Motion nor asked a question. 
You did not do what your constituents told · 
you to do. (Laughter). 

Mr Riemu: That is exactly what they 
asked me to do. Another seat which this 

· Commission has altogether brushed aside is 
that of Asaba because it knows that, if a bye­
election is held for Osadebay's seat, definitely 
it will go to the NCNC. 

, Mr · Chairman: I beg your parda'n. 
The .· Electoral Commissioner is not here. 
It is .not the duty of the Electoral .Commis­
siol1er to declare a vacancy or. to declare that 

. the vacancy pe filleci. ? · · · · 

Mr Riemu: That 'is right; L ·am. now 
saying that the proper quarters have declared 
:vacancies ·and sent it to this Commission and 
they have refused ..... . (interruptions). I hope 
the Chairman is not a . Member of this 
Commission. . (Laughter) . . ··- . . . . . . 

.· Mr · chair man: • Which Commission? 
'Electoral Commission? . I -· am '. only· a 
Chairman of this Committee. (Laughter). 

M r Riem u: 'You hav~ ddended it_':in 
such a way that an average man will .draw 
conclusions. In ·any case all ·I have ·said 
about it is in order, and I hope, whether this 
Commission is responsible or not, somebody 
around, who is responsible, will go back and 
say the people are really taking notice of what 
we are doing. So Mr Chairman, Sir, I beg · 
to support. · 

Amendment put and negatived. 

. Question that the sum of £43,400 for Head 
347-Electoral Commission- stand part of the 
Schedule put and agreed to. 

HEAD 347J- Punuc SERVICE CoMMISSION 

. • t Question proposed that the sum · of £3.0,360 
for head 347.- Public Service Commission- · 
Stand part of the Schedule .. 

Chief Oputa-Otutu: Mr Chairman Sir 
I beg to move that the Head be recluced 
by £5. . 

About five years ago, I think during the 
time of Chief Awolo~o, I referred to his ' 
failure for not considering any person from 
the Midwest for appointment as Member of 
the Public Service Commission. Although 
I am glad of MrS. Ade. Ojo'·s appointment as 
the present Chairman of the Public Service 
Commission, yet it is true to say that members 
are drawn from one section of the Region, 
an·d that is the Yoruba side. It is very 
disappointing that, up till now, Government 
has found no suitable person from the 
Midwest to be a member of the Commission 
Mr Chairman, Sir, I feel that this situation 
is unsatisfactory. It appears this Commis­
sion is exclusive to a section of this Region. 
I hope that the Premier will do his best to 
correct this in future . With these few 
remarks, Sir, I beg to move. 

Mr Okum~gba: Mr Chairman, Sir, ·I 
have a few comments to make on . this item 
of expenditure. I doubt not the efficiency 
of the Commission but I would like to draw 
the attention of the House to the fact that· 
capable senior officers are not being appointed 
to handle the finance policy of the Trea~ury, 
and I am drawing . the atten~ion : of . the 
Minister of Finance to it and to ask him ·to be 
very, very vigilant in promoting people to 
senior posts in the Public Service. ·It does 
appear to me that there is no officer who is 
an expert on finance in the Treasury. · '[have 
noticed from my nwn observation and the. 
allocation of revenue to the councils of the 
Region that there has not been a sort of 
established policy. I remember that . about 
.a year ; ago the ·flat rate tax was reduced .. to 
£1 17 s . 6d and : he would remember, .as the 
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Mirrister of Finance, the trouble which that 
gave him; and in this Session, we have 
another development tax. This habit of 
changing finance matters freq)lently shows 
tll.at capable officers are riot appointed by the 
Public Service Commissio~ to the Treasury, 
and · the earlier this is done the better. 
With these few remarks, Mr Speaker, I beg to 
.second the Amendment. 

·Amendment proposed. 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Chairman, Sir, I beg 
. to oppose th<1- amendment. As far as I know, 

the Western Nig-eria Public Service Commis­
sion is the best in the whole Federation, and 
the Treasury is manned by an able officer 
who has had experience in · Government 
business in the East, Northertl Nigeria, and 
in the Federal Capital. His personality and 
integrity can · be attested to by any sane 
person in the community, including hon. 
Chief Oputa-Otutu and his colleagues. 
. With regard to ~ppointmcnts, I am satisfied 

that the Public Service Commission is 
carrying out its duty as efficiently as possible. 

With regard to the point ·. which was 
raised by hon. Oputa..:Otutu about a Mid­
-westerner not being appointed as member 
of the Public Service Commission, this 
seems to me to be .unfortunate. Appoint­
ments .either to the civil service or to Boards 
and Corporations and to the Public Service 
Commission are such that they are not 
based on triqal derivation. They are based 
on considerations of merit, and I can assure 
the hon. Member that as and when a suitable 
person is found both from the Yoruba side, 
as mentioned by the Member, and from the 
Midwest, the Premier will not 'hesitate to 
~ake a suitable appointment, provided there 
1s a vacancy. 

With regard to the change in the allocation 
of taxes in the Region, this cannot be attri- · 
buted .to the inefficiency . of the Treasury 
staff .or to senior officers appointed hy the 
Public Service Commission. Bon. Members 
will agree with me that our Six-year Develop­
_merit . Programme, . both in the Federation 
_arid in -the other Regions has brought _about 
a" C;6risiderable change in the . policy . of our 
nnance·. · 

-Besides, we also said that the first £300 of 
the salary of women should not be taxed. 
In areas where people were · paying . higher 
tax you have to· make · adjustments by way 
:of equ~lisation grants. In any event, · that 
'Would no longer happen under the present 

· . system;: whereby . Councils will be enabled 
through the help of the Regional Tax Board. 

to · assess , more accurately and to collect more 
efficiently; and by so doing, ·there will not , 
be · any recourse hy Councils to .Government 
for subsidies. · ·:<r' 

As I said before, Sir, the Government is 
quite satisfied that the Public Service 
Commission docs its job efficiently, and we 
had no complaints, whatSOeVt'J' about the . 
personnel which we have there, that is to say, 

0 

members of the Public Service Commission 
or, to' talk of the whole Region, about th.e 
efficiency of those in the Civil Service . of 
Western Nigeria today. (Applause). . · · 

Amendment put and negatived. 
' 1 \•' 

Question that the surn of £30,360 for 'Head 
347.- Public Service Commission- stand part. 
of the Schedule agreed to. 

I-fEAD 721.-PREMIER'S OFFICE-OTHER ... 

NON- RECURRENT EXPENDITURE . .. 
Question proposed that the sum of £25,000 

for Head 721.-Premicrr's Office-stand part .· 
of the Schedule . 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Chairman, Sir;' :: I · , 
beg to move an amendment to Head 721 that 
a new Sub-head 2 entitled "Purchase of 
Motor Vehicles" and a provision of £51,560 
shown against it be inserted, thus increasing 
the total under that Head to £76,560. 

Amendment put and agreed to. ·· 
-·Question ·that the amend"d sum of £76,s6o 

for Head _721.-stand 'part of the Schedule 
agreed to. · 

Sitting suspended at 12.05 p.m. 

Sitting resumed at 1.20 p.m. ·. 

HEAD 322.- THE TREASURY 

Question proposed that the sum of £382,190 
for Head 322.- Treasury- stand part of the _· 
Schedule. · • · 

. '. • • I . 

· Mr J. 0. Abiosun (Iwo South Suburban): 
Mr Chairman, Sir, I beg to move that · the · 
Head (Head 322) be reduced by £5. 

You know this Ministry is a d~lic~te 
Ministry. The financial ·. strangulation .. in 
which the· Government ·is in is caused by· this 
Government · claiming to · be ; the firstTt in 
everything. History has - started - to repeat 
itself in the Western R~gion. 

. Amendment put and. negatived. · 
. . Questio~ that the ;um of £.382,190 for He4d 
322-,--The Treasury:-stand part of. the 
Sihedule agreed to . . :. : ·_ _; ~ .. · __ 

.. HEAD 323.~ivix"scE~LANEous : , __ 
::.Question proposed that the :surn of ·£507,950 
for ·Head 323_;.,Miscellaneous~stand . pqrt ·of 
the 'Schedule . . . 
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. ·. Mr Atohenghe: ·. Mr Chairman, . Sir, 
Miscellaneous Head of the Estimates! As 
you can read from there, you will observe 
that such Head of Estimates ought to be 
composed of a variety of Heads of ·· Expend­
iture such as have no tbeen existing in any 

. Head of Expenditure, but under this one, Sir, 
we notice such items as have been handled 
efficiently by the Treasury: Head 322 
(Treasury) has been repeated here. I 
would like to draw your attention Sir, Mr 
Chairman, to sub-head 9-Collectioii 
Expenses on Income Tax. Tax matters have 
come under the responsibility of the Treasury. 
It is surprising, Sir, why tax matters were 
repeated here again under this Miscellaneous 
Head of Expenditure. · 

Then, under sub-head 19, Sir, we notice 
that a sul;ll of £2,000 is allotted against Loss 
of Government Funds and Stores. I think 
the Government should not have encouraged 
increased provision on recurrent provision for 
Losses of Government Funds and Stores by 
seeing to, it that losses · were not repeatedly 
cominitted as in the previous cases. 

.. Then, under sub-head . 23, Sir, we saw 
"Refunds-General": This amounts to 

· about £12,000. Why is this sum of about 
£12,000 allotted, whereas in 1960-61 £6,669 

·was- allotted, and then last financial year 
£12,000 was also allotted? It is surprising, 
Sir, how these sums are being disbursed. 
Un9ter the explanatory details it is not 
indicated now for what purposes these 
refunds are made. 

Under sub-head 24, we saw that a sum of 
about £2,000 is also allotted for Safes .and 
Cash Receptacles. . In the last two years we 
had more than £3,000 allotted for Safes and 
Cash Receptacles . It is surprising how 
these items should be continuously repeated 
year in year out. A safe that was bought three 
years af50 . is still capable of. holding some 
amount of money and lasting for a duration 
of, say, another five years. · One wonders 
how often these Cash Receptacles should be 
bought by the Government. 

· . With these · remarks·, Sir, I beg to move 
. ,that this amount be reduced by £5 . . · 

Ji;,;endment pui and n.egatived. 
. . . .. . . ' 

Question that the sum of £507,950 for Head 
323- Miscellaneous- stand part of the Schedule 
agreed to. 

: J-i~· 32~.-PENSIONS . AND GRATtJITlES··. 

Question proposed that the sum of £52,700 
·under Head 324 . ....:...Pensions and · Gratuities­
stand pari of the Schedule. · 

.. . 

. 
Mr S. 0. Oyewole (lbadan _ Central 

West): I move that Head 324. be reduced 
by £5. The reas6n of my moving this is 'i:hat 
it is time the Government of this Region 
stopped wasting money. . · 

.Some time' ago I understand that th~ 
Premier should be entitled to a pension of · 
about £1,000. . . . . 

Not only that it should be better if we 
stop to employ these . pensioners to deprive 
young . men of their own rights. By · this. 
Mr Chairman, Sir, I mean that pensioner~ 
who are receiving their due pensions for the . 
services rendered to the Government in the 
pasf should ·not in turn be re-employed· to 
the Government Service. . 

chairman: you mean ,that they should 
not be engaged at all? 

MrOyewole: Yes. 
Amendment proposed. 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Chairman, Sir, I 
thank the Members of the Opposition. who 
have spoken for creating a record . in this 
House during the present Budget Session . 
However, it is an agreed fact by the hon. 
Gabriel Iyesi Oviasu that I ·have done my 
duty very well. 

The hon. Member who · spoke last said 
that we should not pay ex-Premiers. All the 
Governments of the Federation were agreed , 
that pensions should be paid to ex-Prime .. 
Ministers and ex-Premiers-(Cheers from 
Government Benches).-and my colleague on 
the other side of the House would agree that 
if there is any 'man, any politician, in Njgeria 
today who has contributed to the great 
advance which Nigeria has made in the realm 
of good public administration, Chief Oba:femi 
Awolowo is one. (Shout of "Awo, Awo, Ai.vo" 
from Government Benches.) 

. Mr Chairman, ~ir, one reason why the 
Opposition has spoken words to embarass us is 
the fact that they are so unused to a crisis in 
the Action Group that what has happened in 
J os really shocked them. ·They . are so 
used to crisis in the NCNC tha:t when it 
happens once _ in the ·Action Group they 
know how to ring it all aboUt: · ln any event, 
the Action Group is a .unitedParty.i:ncLi:v.i.sible 
and undivided. Chief the hon. Obafemi 
Awolowo is the Leader of the Action Group; 
Chief S. L. Akintola is the Deputy Leader 
Mr Chairman, Sir, the Action Group leader:- . 
ship is undivided and indivisible. 
· I think that all the Governments of the 
Federation were agreed that pensions should 

.be paid and a law ,which. was passed · here 
was passed in Lagos, the East and the North. 

~· 
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I know the reason why hon. Members of 
the other side are annoyed at me; they 
wanted me to . bring· to the House a Bill 
about pensions and gratuities for Members 
of the Legislature . . . Mr· Chairman, Sir, I 
am in sympathy with them as well as I am 
in sympathy with myself. We are not 
opposed to that being done. 

(Opposition Benches: We do not want it.) 

Mr Chairman, -Sir, I have taken, in the 
~or.d~ of la"':'ycrs before a High Court Judge, 
JUdicial notice of that. When I said this 
the hon. Member for Ilesha w~s very quiet: 

In any event, Sir, one Member was 
speaking about pensioners being re-engaged. 
He ~as suggcstiqg that ~ man who has given 
service 1:0 the Government and 'whose services 
are still considered to be valuable should not 
be re-engaged. I refer in particular to the 
·Superintendent-General of the Local Govern­
ment Police, Mr Oluwole, alias Jingo. 
Mr Chairman, Sir, what happened was that 
when Europeans were occupying that post 
(as patriotic and nationalistic as all these 
people are) they had no objection, but as 
soon as a Nigerian, a full-fledged Nigerian 
became ~he Inspector-General, there is no 
rest. ;History and posterity will remember 
how patriotic, how nationalistic, all of you are. 
Mr Chairman, Sir, in any event I think that 
it i~ ~he pol~cy of Government to re-engage 
penswners if they are found physically fit 
.and· if it is not possible to get suitable young 
men to occupy their places. In any event, the 
Superintendent-General of Local Govern­
roent Police Force in the per~on of Chief 
Oluwole is. still a very virile man: very virile, 
very efficient, .. and he still retains tluit 
characteristic pull which makes people call 
him Al£as Jingo. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, I beg to oppose the 
amendment that Head 324 'should be reduced. 
(Cheers from the Government Benches). 
· Amendment put and mgatived. 

. · Questt'on .that the sum of £52,700 for Head 
324- Penszons and Gratuities- stand part of 
~he Schedule, put and agreed to. · 

H~AD . 326.--:-TRANSF~R OF OTHER . FUNDS 

·· Question proposed tlzat the sunt _.of £59 7JO 
for Head 32(j- Transfer of Other Funds-
stand part of the Schedule. . . 

.~ Atohengbe : ·The inefficiency of th.e . 
T.reasury has re~eated itself here once ag::~ in, 
Sir . . . Under_· thts Head of Expenditure, 
Sub~head 1, a sum of £1, 500;000 was provided 
under Capital Expenditure and Development 

Fund last year, but this year, a token figure 
. of about £10 is provided and, under explana­
tory details, there is no indication to show 
and tell bon. Members why this situation 
a~ose. Under Sub-head 4, there is no provi­
swn last . year for Educational Building 
F~nd as bemg help to Voluntary Agencies and, 
thts year, we have, Sir, a sum of about 
£39,700. All we need do is to appeal to the 
Ministry in charge of this Division to see 
that the allocation is evenly and fairly distri­
buted' without taking into consideration those 
whose political ideologies are against the 
Government. Mr Cpairman, Sir, I beg to 
move; 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Chairman, Sir, Head ' 
326, Sub-head 1- C(lpital Expenditure and .· 
Development Fund. 'What we find here is a 
to~{e? · figure. Last . y~ar, a s'um of £1.5 
mllhon . was transfe~red to ·the Capital 
Expenditure and Development Fund and, 
where the figures appear in the Estimates, 
they only show that when the final. accounts 
are ready, the ·appropriate amount will be 
transferred. 

Sub-~ead 4 of.H~ad 326, namely, Voluntary 
Educatwnal Bmldmg Fund-is in connec-: 
tion with an old Fund which is outstanding. 
It was a Fund which was· used to help 
Voluntary Agency Proprietors of schools to 
borrow money . from Government with a 
view to putting up buildings. What has 
been done here is to resuscitate the Fund 
so that those who are in a position to build 
school$ can. still borrow money, provided they 
fulfil all the conditions laid . down bv the 
Min!st~r of Education and approved by ·the 
Cabmet. Mr Speaker, Sir, it has not ·" 
be~n su~gested by a.nybody here that grants . 
bemg patd by the Mmister of Education have · . 
always been based on political consideration: . -~ · 

Qz~estion put and agreed to. 

HEAD 341.- AUDIT 
Question proposed that the sum of £86,82.0 ·;, • 

for Head 341-Audit~stand part of the ·'· 
Schedule. · · . . "' . . . . .. 

Mr Atohengbe: Mr chairman Sir it is' . 
h

. ) , 
one t . mg to have Departments established · .•. ,_,, .• ... " 
and _it is anot~er thing that they do their job 
effictently. Smce the personnel of these , .. J,,•-····~ 

departme.nts are not here to defend themselves 
I think we should leave the matter like that. 
The M.inisters are responsible for the ma.Jripg 
of. .policy _but not the transaction of the '"~~~;tti§!t':•j 
business· itself. · I _. s·ay .'·this because most 
councils accounts ·have not been audited for 
the past three years and, at times, . some 
recommendations of . the Auditors are not 
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show ·' carried <;>~t, and 9'overnment does not take 

1ation r any. pos1t1ve actl~n to see that these are 
1r ovi- / ~arned out. In v1ew of the rema~ks I have 
!ding •. JUst made, I beg to move that th1s sum be 
·:and, < reduced by £5. 
-bout '"? Mr D. E. Okumagba (Warri East): I 
) the rise to ask a question dealing with the Audit 

:es, 
nts 
be 

Department in respect of all the, accounts 
books of Councils all over the Region. I 
consider that the Audit Department, Mr 
Chairman, is a very importar1t Department of 
the Government. They must see to it that 
there is no wastage of revenue and they must 
see that Government• money is spent judi­
ciously and that the funds collected are spent 
for . the purposes for-· which they are ·meant. 

1 Mr Chairman, lam talking to hon. Members 
through you, and when they do not listen to 
me I get worried. The point I am making, 

· Mr Chairman, is the important point about 
the auditing of accounts. I refer to the Local 
Government Councils and the accou.nts of 
the various Secondary Schools because in the 
past Government took a firm stand,about this. 
It should be seen to that the sums collected 
by schools are spent on channels and for the 
purposes for which they are collected. 
Government should see to it that it pays the 
exact amount of grant. They should always 
see to it that if any amount is contributed by 
these secondary schools or Voluntary Agen-

' cies, these monies are spent for the purposes 
for which they are collected. That is the 
point that I am making, Mr Chairman. 
And it is the Audit Department that will see 
to it that this job is well done. 

Amendment proposed. 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Chairman, Sir, the 
Ministry of Educat~on is a self-accounting 
Ministry. It . has the necessary finance 
officers who. go into the Estimates and to the 
accounts submitted by the various educational 
institutions · in the Regions; but, in view of 
the fact, Sir, th~t the question of school fees 
as well as grants which are payable to these 
institutions is a matter before a Commission 
of Inquiry,' I do not intend to prejudice the 
report of that' ,. Commission of Enqui,ry. 
Members of the House will have an adequate 
opportunity of replying or of making state­
ments or contribution to the debate on the 
reports of the Commission of Inquiry. 

But one other aspect of the points raised 
by · the han. Member which I would like to 

. point out is the fact about the Audit Depart­
·ment in the Estimates. ·Under Head 341 of 
the Estimates, there is a decrease in the total 
provision provided for them. A decrease 
of £3,460, that, of course, is due, to . the 

fact that the Department originally used to be 
headed by expatriate officers with supporting 
staff drawn from the Nigerian and Expatriate 
officers cadre, and now the Department is 
almost fully Nigerianised. There is a 
decrease in the total provision made for that 
Department. In any case, Sir, in regard to 
the point which has been made about the 
audit of Local Government Councils accqunts, 
I have already explained to the hon. Member 
that he can discuss that under the Ministry of 
Midwest Affairs. 

Amendment put and negatived. 
Question that the sum of £86,820 for Head . 

314.-Audit-stand part of the Schedule, put 
and agreed to. 

HEAD 34'5.-LEGISLATURE 

Question proposed that' the sum of £229,180 
under Head 345.-Legislature-stand part of 
the Schedule. 

Mr A. A. Adesanya: Mr Chairman, Sir, 
I beg to m~)Ve the amendment standing in my 
name in respect of the Legislature. · That is, 
that this head of Estimates be reduced by.£5. 
I have two types of criticisms to make in 
respect of this Department and I am sure 
hon. Members of both sides of ·this House 
will support my comments on the Department 
that is primarily responsible for the efficient 
running of the busihess of this Parliament and 
the comfort and satisfaction· of its Members. 

First, my comment would be on the 
standard of reporting of debates of this House. 
Members of this Legislature have often been 
completely misquoted as to what they say on 
the floor of this House. At other times, 
speeches of Members have · been grossly 
distorted. It is true, Sir, that Members 
have the opportunity of inserting corrections 
into the daily edition of the Hansard, but 
these distortions are Often so beyond . any · 
resemblance of the original speeches that 
mere corrections are impossible. I would 
Sir, urge the Minister responsible for this 
Qepartment to look into the question of 
training reporters and making them available . 
during meetings of the Legislature. Mem­
bers must have noticed that the standard of 
reporting during this Budget Meeting has 
been particularly low and something should 
be done about it. The Hansard must be a 
model of perfection, but how· I wish I could 
say this of our Hansard! _ 

Secondly, I wOuld· iike to refer to the 
Clerks Department generally. In fairness to 
the Clerk to the Regional Legislature, I 
would like to say that Members of both 
Houses have received a reasonable amount of 
efficiency from him and his staff during 

.. 
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m~etings· of the . Legislature. But it would 
appear that the entire Department is under­
staffed. I realise, Sir, that these are days of 

' ·austerity or economy- call it what you like­
but a Department such as a Parliament 
should not fail to get its proper importance 
and attention by way o.f adequate staff 
provision to cope with work during the peak 
periQds. This is the practice in most 
Commonwealth Parliaments and we should 
borrow a leaf from them. 

It is unconventional and out of order for 
Members to move that any Head of Expend­
iture should be increased; but this is a 
suitable opportunity to appeal to the Govern­
ment to examine thoroughly the structure of 
·the staffing of the various Legislatures in the 
Federation and bring our own Parliament 
and its staff up to compa·rable levels . This 
will not only improve the morale of the staff 
of the Legislature but will also increase the 
efficiency and the respectability of the great 
institution of Parliament whose proceedings 
must take their rightful place among those of . 
the .Parliaments of other Democracies. 

. . . 
We of the Western Region of Nigeria have 

been leading others in everything noble and 
in .,everything glorious. If we are to maintain 
our lead, we must continue to retain the best 
brains we have at the moment. But to 
retain these best brains, we must not allow­
them to be in want of what their counter 
parts or even inferiors get in other parts of the 
Federation. ' 

May I, at this stage, give this honourable 
House comparative figures of what obtains 
in other · parts of the Federation and . allow 
ho~. Members to draw the logical conclusion? 

FEDERAL PARLIAMENT: 

One Clerk- Salary ... 
Deputy Clerk- Salary 
Staff, i.e., number of Clerks . . . 
Average number of sitting days 

"- 1960-61 ... 

NoRTHERN HousE bF Assm\1BL Y: ' 

Clerk to the Regional Legisla-
ture-Salary ... , 

Deputy Clerk- Salary 
Staff .. . · 
Average number of Sitting 

Days...:... 1960-61 

EASTERN REGION : 
Clerk- Salary .... 
Staff .. . 
Average number 

Days- 1960-61 
of Sitting 

£2,940 
£2,496 

12 

71 

£2,700 
£2,292 

4 

53 

£ 2,496 
5 

49 

WESTERN HousE OF AssEMBLY: 

- Clerk- Salary ... 
Staff ... \ ... 
Average number of Sitting 

Days- 1960-61 

£2,2n 
· -.3 

61 
'May I ask that, apart from the' .Clerk to 

the Federal Parliament in Lagos, our Clerk 
in the Western House of Assembly is the 
most experienced, yet his salary is ·only 
equal to that of the Deputy Clerk in the 
North. 

Lastly, but not the least, is what I have 
observed of the position of Mr Speaker of 
this honourable .House. It is needless to tell 
this House of the importance of Mr Speaker 
who holds the balance of justice and equity 
between the Government and the Opposition .• 
Apart. from the dignity which history ha~ 
conferred- on the place of Mr Speaker, the 
practical utility of his post as a fpremost 
and most potent instrument in the implemen­
tation of democratic principles would certainly 
justify the accordance to Mr Speaker of the 
respect, comfort ·and conditions of servic(!. 
that would enable him to discharge these 
difficult functions satisfactorily. 1 

I have had the privilege of visiting the 
Parliament of the United Kingdom and have 
seen the Palace of the Speaker at Westminster.; 
I am not saying that the post of the Speaker 
in our own Legislature is shrouded with all 
tile historical anachronisms of that of the 
Speaker in the United Kingdom, but the 
ptinciples of liberty and democracy which 
these identical offices stand for make it . 
absolutely essential that the same amount .:.'!"'! ·. 

of importance should be attached ·to them. 
I would therefore appeal to the Minister 
rt::sponsible for the Speaker's · Department · · ;_ ~~ , 
to appoint a small committee to look into the • .', 
conditions of service of Mr Speaker, with .. , • .~"', 
particular reference to his office accommoda- . ., 
tion, his staff, his robes and other privileges. 

Again, Sir, I do realise that, as a politician, 
the Speaker must be willing to make the 
same sacrifices in furtherance of the austerity 
measures but, whatever happens, his position 
is unique in the history of all parliamentarians, 
and it would be derogatory to this Regi.on ·if 
the conditions · of service of Mr Speaker iri 
\Vestern Nigeria .is anything '.lower than 
anywhere else in the Federation with particular 
reference to his salary, office accommodation 
and his staff. 

Mr Chairman Sir, I beg ·t~ move. 

Mr. n.· E. Okurnagba :· Mr ·Chairman;· 
Sir, after listening to the argument advanced 
by my Friend on the other side of the House, 
one would have expected that his Motion 
.should have read "I beg to move that the 
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.. Head be increased by £1,000'\ but rather 

he moved that the Head be reduced by £5, 
I am suprised at this, and I disagree with him. 
I am moving an amendment that this Head 
be increased by ·£1. '(Laughter). It is left 
tc the Minister for Finance to use his good 
·authority if he agrees with · our argument to 
raise it · substantially. 

Amendment Proposed. 

Mr Oviasu: I associate myself with the 
views expressed by Mr Adesanya, the student 
who has just qualified in law; (Laughter). 

, During our last Parliamentary Delegation 
I met the young man as . a student. I 
congratulate him for qualifying finally. 
Mr ·Chairman, · I agree with him that our 
official reporting is very, very low indeed,. 

. But I do think that reporters are handicapped. 
.~ used to think they were Verbatim Reporters 

· but, of late, I have investigated and found 
that they are not trained as such. I commend 
to this House that .they should be given the 
proper training as Verbatim Reporters so 
that our reporting should reflect a · high . 
standard. 

I also agree that the salary of the Clerks 
should be brought to same level as it is in 
other parts of the Federation. My hon. 
Friend has quoted facts and figures. We do 

, agree that those figures are correct and 
accurate. 

The present Clerk of the House is very 
efficient indeed. . ;For the first time during 
the last Parliamentary Delegation he worked 
with us for continuous five weeks; It enabled 
us to assess his worth and efficiency in his job. 
It is the hope of reward that strengthens 
labour. It will dampen his enthusiasm if his 
counterparts are earning approximately 
£3,000 while he is earning· £2,292. We do 
not want to lose his services. He has the 
qualities of being a good administrator. 
He has respect for both the Opposition and 

' Government Benches, and when we are 
working with him and crack jokes he dreads 
to share in the laughter, because he has 
respect for the two parties. This charac­
~erises good administrators. (Interruptions) . 

•· Mr Chairman, Sir, the · last and not the 
least is the office accommodation of the 
Speaker. It does not reflect the dignity of 
t,hat office. That is not what is obtaining in 
other parts of the world. This Government 
has always claimed to be the first in Africa, 
the first in everything. They have been last 
in the provision of good office accommodation 
for the Speaker. 

I feel that the Government should see 
to it that office accommodation befitting 
the dignity of this House· be given to the 
Speaker.' 

Mr Okumagba: Mr Chairman, Sir, 
we -are not surprised; by their fruits we shall 
know them. We are quite happy that the only 
department in which we are satisfied is the 
department of the Speaker. We are not 
surprised. We know that the Members of the 
House share in the good nature of the 

·. Speaker. So we find that there is a long 
retinue of people who do their work in the 
way they should do it. 

But I do not agree with the first Mover of 
the Motion that speeches are reported badly. 

·How can speeches be well reported when we 
have lawyers like himself reading their 
speeches'? How do you expect them to take 
good reports when even a trained lawyer has 
not the nerve to · make a good speech in 
Parliament? So I do not agree with you that 
the speeches are not 'well reported. The 
fault is that of the Members oh that side, 
many of them are· the people who have not 
the courage to make good speeches in Parlia- · 
ment and you attribute the fault to the 
·reporters. The fault is your own. 

I agree with the Mover of the Motion, 
but we are not agreeing with the comparison 
he has made wi.th the other Regions . of the 
Federation. We are satisfied with the . 
efficiency of the Clerk, the Second Clerk 
and other members of their department. 

We agree that the Clerk and Second 
Clerk and other members of the .departrr1e'nt · 
should be upgraded. 

Mr Chairman, I support. 

Mr Atohengbe: Mr Chairman, Sir, 
I associate myself with the views already 
expressed by the previous speakers in 
respect of the Spe~ker and the . Clerk of the 
House. I would like to add what, I think, 
the previous speakers have omitted. 

Earlier on, on the floor of this House, · I 
touched the question of the omnibus copies of 
the Hansard and the Speaker advised me 
to hold on until we came to th is aspect of 
the business which we ar·e now dealing with. 

. ' 
Mr Chairman, Sir, I like to recall that the 

latest omnibus copy ofthe proceedings of this 
Legislature which was distributed to Members 
of this House was the one for the meeting 
held in November 196.0. The reports of 
other meetings that were · held during last 
financial year have not been distributed, not 
to mention those meetings held in 1961; and 
now, Sir, we are in 1962. I would like to say 

\ 1 
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.that although many good things have been 
.'said r about' · this department which I have 
earlier associated myself with, I would -like 
tQ warn that such a delay is not to the best 
1nterest of Members of t):lis House. 

. Mr Chairmap, Sir, I beg to support the 
amendment that the vote under this Head 
be red1,1ced by · £5. 

Mr Riemu: Mr .Chairman, Sir, the less 
hon. Members on the other side talk, the 
earlier we will leave here. 

Mr Chairman: I · agree with 
M·achine Ororoh is not your name. 
ter). 

you, but 
(Laugh-

. Mr .. Riemu: · Whether they call ·,me 
Machine Ororoh or not, I care less. I asso­
ciate myself with the previous' speakers who 
have · showered encomiums on ·the depart­
ment of the Speaker, popularly known as the 
Legislature. In fact, Sir, I am not surprised. 
·After all, most of them on the roll of the staff 
of that department "have been with us on 
this side of the House. (Laughter.) They 
'are our people; we have trained them to work 
hard, so that it is unfair for us to desert them 
at this time. · But there is one thing, Mr 
Chairman, which I would like ,to refer to, 
right now. 

One thing we usually say in our place is 
that '.'evil communications corrupt good 
manners". That is what is working between 
the Legislature ·and some. members of this 
House. This has gone to' the extent that we 
say that the Legislature is uncompromising 
and unco-operative with whatever the F,ederal 
Parliament does. · I think I have to remind 
hon . Members of the speech with which I 
start'ed. For quite a long time now, Urhobo 
West constituency has been declared vacant 
by the Federal Parliament, and I unde rstand 
that notice of thi·s has been referred to this 
Legislature so that necessary arrangements 
may be made for a bye-election to be held in 
that constituency. As far as I know, Mr 
Chairman, Sir, there has been something 
like dilly-dallying on the part of this Legisla-

·. ture in the matter; and, iri fact, this Legisla­
ture appeared to develop a sort of cold feet, 
but, whether or not they will allow that bye­
election to be held, is not known. 

Mr Chairrr+an, Sir, I hope that arrange­
ments will be made very soon for a bye- . 

D. C. Osadebay, is the Asaba· South Consti:­
tt:ency. Up to now, · Mr Chairman, Sir, 
no bye-elt';ction has been held in this cons.ti­
tuency. . The seat has been vacant for over . : 
a year now, and since this Legislature has not 
ordered a bye-election the . people in that 
area are being deprived of their right to be 
represented in the Legislature of this land. 
I must say, Sir, that certain things which, 
happen here do not happen elsewhere. Last : 
year there were so many resignations from 
the ·membership of this House. The resig­
nations were tendered by the · members 
concerned, Mr Chairman; the Speaker got 
them and something happened. They were ,. 
not announced on the floor of this House, 
wi.th the result that the people concerned_ are •· 
still in this House today. · 

. Government Benches: · Are you accus- ,,,,. ,,....._, 
sing Mr Chairman? ' 

Mr Riemu: I am telling the Chairman: . 
Another point which is very ;important is 

the excess of £14,0QO shown _under .local 
transport and travelling expenses. Last year, . . ~ 
Mr Chairman, Sir (1961 -62) an amount 'of "· 
money totalling £22,000 was provided for · •· ·. 
this, but this year (1962-63) it goes · up to 
£36,000, an increase of £14,000. It is very 
embarrassing, Mr Chairman, Sir, when it is 
remembered that the membership of · this 
House has not been increased. I think, Sir, ·.'.-"'"."'" 
that we should be told why . the preyious 
amount goes · up so sharply. After · all, . 
'£14,000 is not a small sum oi money; ·and 
money matters are not matters of fancy. 

. . . . ~ ~\· 

Mr Chairman, Sir, there is one particular 
thing which happened only yesterday. .A 
Motion that had been .passed by the Federal . 
Parliament calling for the~ creation of · the 
Midwe~t State was rejected by this Parlia:­
ment. I would like to advise the Chairman · 
that condoning such a thing would lower the 
standard of debate in this honourable liouse. 

Mr Chair man: I agree with you. That · 
is why" I am condoning it. (Laughter.) 

Mr Riemu·: I remember the first 
I went -- to the Eastern House ·or 
if I may be . allowed to digress a bit,. 
gallery there was packed to capacity eveTy.j 
morning. People who ' go there are V.I.Ps, 

· election to he held in Urhobo ·West It so that · 
the· poor people may be. represented in that 
Parliament. 

· not school boys as we have in our · 
·who go there to iisten to people like 
Odebiyi, who are fluent speakers; 
ruptions.) 

I ' 

I · don't in fact understand what you people_ 
here · are talking about. They amuse them~ 
selves with the fact that they cannot talk. 
sense without reading. It is not so in tl'i.e· 

Another constituency which is now vacant 
·due to · ·the resignation · of Chief the hon . 

. • 
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Eastern Region, and that is why you find 

-~ecent p~ople in ·their public gallery, . not 
school boys. (Laughter). Mr Chairman, 
Sir, I wish that the privilege of reading 
speeches were discontinued so that important 
people might come here to listen to us. As 
I have said before, this lowers the standard 
of debate in this House. 

· Mr Chairman, Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr J. 0. Omokowajo (Okitipupa North 
West): Mr Chairman, Sir, I support the 

'Motiori that this Head be reduced by £5. 
· In the first place, Sir, I mentioned, some 

time ago, that twelve .people from this honour­
able Houseleft here last year for the United 
Kingdom and . they spent· £12,000 in six 
weeks. ·, On . the average they· spent £21 1 Os 
each; p~r day,_ and now this year you come 
out again . with £1,000 in the Estimates. 
·When you go again to overseas this year' you 
will come back and say you have spent 
£24,000 for the two trips. · I feel, Sir, that. 

' there is no need for these people to deceive 
themselves. Call a spade a spade. If . you 
want to spend £1,000, tell us it is £1,000. 
Here, .. this year, you have £1,000 in the 
Estimates and, next year, when we come here 
we will see additional expenditure. Tell us 
exactly how. much you want to spend so that 
when we get home we will know what to tell 

. our people. 
··,.; Here, Sir, expenses in respect of ~embers 
of the Legislature last year totalled £22,000 
and, this year, it . has been increased to 
£36,000. · I . know their trick. You have 
increased that vote so that you may be able 
to make augmentations after finishing your 

;: own vote for travelling. That is the trick. 
· We are only 124 members here, and 124 
members in the other House who claim . 
£22,000 for transport, and now this amount 
has gone up to~· ........ (interruptions). Have 
you increased the. membership of these 
I:Iouses? . Those of . you who are b'ack 
benchers . · there know nothing about the 
Action Group. · 

Government · Benches: You know 
nothing. Are you an· Action Grouper? 

· Mr Omokowajo : Mr- Chairman, Sir, 
here in the Estimates we have a Chief Whip, 
two Whips. What are they whipping for 
God's sake? (Laughter.) They are weeping 
Jeremiahs. 

(Gpvernment Benches: They whip sense 
into the Opposition). 

We ·have got . an . intelligent Government 
Chief Whip here, and I think that is sufficient. 

These hon. Gentlemen called "whips" just 
come to this House to collect £1,030 and go 
to their homes . to do their own business. 
The amount of £2,060 you pay to these whips 
should be used on something else. Mr 
Chairman, Sir, the meaning of "whip" i~ 
"cane". We do not want these whips. 
We want just one "Abel" on that side of the 
House. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, this is a House where 
we have a Clerk who is marking time. Last 
year, the Clerk to. the Regional Legislature was 
on £2,300 per annum. This year he is on . 
£2,300. Is that austerity measure or what? 
(Laughter.) If he doesn't go forward, he 
goes backward like the Ministers are going 
now. Instead of compensating the clerk ..... : .. 
(Interruptions). · · . -

I am not begging for anything from any­
body. Mr Chairman, Sir, one of the 
members mentioned this. I can tell you that 
several of you were on £240 per anmirn 
before being. elected into this House to earn 
£756 per anmun. People serit you here 
because they thought you would contribute 
reasonably to the debate. Then when you 
go to some of these Private . Secretaries they 
draft for you "Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg~ ...... " . 
Nonsense. Salaries of all Legislators should 
be reduced. If we are · given sitting 
aliowances I shall welcome it. What is the 
use having Ministers who cannot present 
Bills. 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Chairman, Sir, the 
points have been made about the inadequacy 
of the staff in the · Clerks Department in the 
Legislature as · well as the inadequate accom­
modation of the hon. Mr Speaker. All I can 
say at this stage, Sir, is that after the passage 
of Votes under Head 345- Legislature- the 
Government will look into the points which 
have been m ade by the hon. Members. . 

One Member sp~ke about the provision 
which appeared in the Estimates for 1961-62 
in connection with the visit of Members of 
the Legislature to overseas countries. £1 ,000 . 
was put there and I take time now to explain 
to hon. Members that because. we .did not 
know how many Members of the Legislature 
will be going to those overseas countries a 
token figure of £1,000 had to be inserted. 
After Executive Council approved the 
number of people going to these overseas 
countries and we kn~w how much was 

' likely to be incurred by .way· of expenditure, 
we then came here by way of a Suppleme.n­
. tary Appropriation Bill to increase the 
provision under the Head :md item of the 
Legishiture to about £12,000. 
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Mr .Omokowajo: I can r.ever travel with [CHIEF 0DEBIYI] 

The last speaker, Sir, the hon. Mr 
Omokowajo when he was speaking-(Inter­
ruptions). · · 

the Action Group. 

(Opposition Benches: What did you 
cap it.) , 

I cannot pronounce properly- ! said Omo­
okowajo. Wh~n hon~ M.c Omokowajo was 
speaking ............ . 

(Opposition ·Benches: . You are not a 
Yo·rubaman). 

Chief Odebiyi: I agree, I am a Mid­
westerner. (Laughter). When he \yas 
speaking, he made the points that the rate of 
expeilditure in respect of that visit was about 
£21 lOs a day. If Members of the Legisla­
ture went overseas, in order to make sure for 
instance that a person like Rev. Edeki did not 
disturb a person like hon. G. I. Oviasu as far 
as · movement in London was concerned, he 
should be provided with separate transport, 
and I am quite sure that if at the time we 
went on that tour I made a proposal to my 
hon. colleagues that they should couple up 
for transport, they would be so unhappy 
about it. I am quite sure that ' they would 
have come here and suggested that the 
Head of the Treasury should be reduced by 
£10 . . I know that the hon. G. I. Oviasu 
would have waxed in eloquence in disclaiming 
. the activities of the poHtical head of the 
Treasury. Be that as it may, I think that 
when , Members of the Legislature go on 
overseas. business, respresenting this Region, 
we must accord them that dignity which 

. their- counterparts enjoy when they come to 
Nigeria themselves. I do not think that 
£12,000 spent for. six weeks by . a twelve­
Member Delegation is exorbitant. I do -
know Sir, that the hon. Omokowajo 

. approached me before we selected ....... 
(Interruptions). He consulted me before we 
selected Members of the Government as well 
as the Opposition side of the House, and he 
wanted me .to · help to see that he would be 
included .· in the number of those who were 
going to make this visit. 

· . Opposition Benches: ·Why did you not 
inClude him? 

Chief Odebiyi: I told him that Parlia-- · 
mentary democracy as well as consultation 
demanded that it was the Leader of the 
Oppo~ition who ought to make the arrange­
ment and, after the hon. Member was 
excluded, I told him it was not my fault but 
that I ·was only following Parliamentary 
procedure. 

Chief Odebiyi: Then one hon. Member 
also spoke about the increase in the vote under 
Head 345, Sub-head 4, namely, Travelling 
Expenses of Members of Legislature having 
increased from .£22,000 to £36,190. Mem- · 
bers of the House will remember that 
elections to this House were held on 8th 
August, 1960. Now if you look at'page 145 
of the Book of Estimates, you will notice that 
the actual- what we call actual--expenditure 
in respect of 1961 was £20,087. We · have 
not yet got actual figures in respect of 1961-62 
but expenditure which have been incurred so 
far has pointed to the fact that we are likely 
to spend not less than £60,000 in the current 
financial year because we have spent during 
the last financial year as much as £36,000. 
When we are estimating, what we tise is the . 
actual expenditure incurred in the preyious 
year for the estimates for the next financial ' ,,@ .... ~: .. " 
year and, in any event,. if Members do not 
come here as often as Government intends, . ·· 
and if we do not increase their mileage .\ 
beyond what they are getting at the moment, 
there will not be need for us to come back :· 
here for Supplementary Appropriation. But . , 
the point is that the provision here presumes : 
that, in view of the fact that we have abolished··· 
basic, it is likely that mileag~ may be 
sidered for increases. · 

Opposition Benches: What · of people . 
who do not get mileage? 

Chief Odebiyi: · People who 
mileage, all they can do is to 
constituency from Ibadan; to 

. (Laughter). Incidentally, Sir, no 
is paid, m1der ·this Head of the 
for transport. The provision here is 
mainly'" for Members · of the 
excluding Ministers and Paliamentary 
taries. · Mr Chairman, I beg to oppose 
amendment. · ·• 

Mr Adesanya: T\Jr Chairman, Sir 
view of Order No. 25, -Sir, ·and in view 
explanation made by the· Minister of 
I beg to withdraw this Motion. ( ,.,t_, . .,......J,, 
tions.) (Opposition Benches: · No, 
(Government Benches: Yes, Yes). 

1\tir Chairman: The hon. 
Motion is thereby withdrawn. 

Question that the sum of £229,180 for 
345- Legislature- stand part of the .... r,•1Pn·m 

put and agreed to. 

HEAD 705- LOhNB 
Question Ptoposed that the sum of £2,000, 

for Head 705- Loans- stand part . of 
Schedule. """ ' 
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Mr Atohengbe: Mr Chairman, Sir, we 
. are aware that Local Government Councils 
· and Statutory Corporations have been receiv.; 

ing loans from the Government every' time. 
·As a former Councillor, I like to recall that 
at one time my Council applied to the Govern­
ment for loan but for the mere fact that it was 
controlled by the NCNC, this application was 
turned down. I like to say, Sir, that since 
the money that is being disbursed is owned by 
the people of the Western Region, irrespective 
of their political leanings, such loans as have 
now been provided for in the Estimates 
to be given up to Councils and Statutory 
Corporations in the form of loans should be 
distributed, Sir, without political discrimina­
tion. 

· Mr Okumagba: Mr Chairman, Sir on 
this I refer the House to the fact that if l~a~s 
are granted, commonsense dictates that the 
loans are to be· recovered. · Loans are not 
free gifts. . Monies given out to people, 
.mostly Action Group.. members, have- now 
turned to be bad debts. Mr Chairman 
I like to warri that when loans are given ou~ 
the' conditions of the agreement signed by 
both p~rties, that is; between the Govern­
ment and the borrower, should be strictly 
followed and stipulations should be observed. 
Now, at this present moment, the fiminces of 
the Government are in a very bad pos'ition. 
The price of cocoa · is falling. This is the 
mainstay of the economy of the Region, and 
therefore if there are government outstanding 
loans these loans should be recovered. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, the point that I wish to 
make is that th0 Government is conniving at 
a great evil, whereas it is · the duty of the 
Government to 'see that loans are recovered 
and if the borrowers are not prepared to pa~ 

· back, they should be sued in order:. to effect 
recovery. I do not think Government should 

·give out loans without adequate security, and 
if the people are not prepared to pay, whether 
individuals or councils, . the correct thing 
should . be done and steps taken to see that 
the loans are recovered. , . Mr Chairman, this 
is the observation I have to make. · 

Mr. Omok~wajo:· Mr Chairman, I beg 
to make ·some comments on this. Head. 
The !kale Idapo.:narun District Council in 
Okitipupa, which is controlled and dominated 
by the NCNC, asked for a loan to build a 
market but up till pow nothing has been done. 
There ··is nothing behind it other than the 
Council belongs to the NCNC. Now I want 
to ·say that when you want to give out loans 
yoli should not think of the people who are 
going . to use the money but think that the 

·thing which the money is going to be used for 

is going to be in the Western Region. That is 
what should be foremost in your minds . 
There is another point, Sir. We have so 
many debtors around. Okitipupa area-.:.. 
they are Action Group members- and 
Government has done nothing to· move the 
people to pay their loans. If you want . to · 
help this Region, and not to be protecting . 
your members wb.o raise loans · but cannot 
refund them, adequate steps should be taken 
to recover the money because it . is the 
Government's property and not the property 
of the Action Group. Mr Chairman, I beg 
to support. 

Chief Odebiyi: I thank those who 
have spoken from the other side of the 
House for not saying that the Head should 
be cut off. · The point I have to make is that 
if their heads were cut off they themselves 
would not be here. · (Cheers). · 

With regard to loan for market, I think 
that if the Ilmle Idapomarun .District_ Council 
fulfils all the conditions stipulated by ·the 
Minister of Local Government there is no 
reason why the loan should not be given; 
after all the loan is supposed to be given to 
District or Divisional Councils for that matter 
and they pay interest on it. This is a kind of 
business in itself. Government provides for · 
the money and Councils do ask for the loan 
for profitable projects, and when they satisfy 
the conditions the loans will be given to them 
provided they themselves are credit-w,orthy 
enough to pay back both the capital as well as 
the interest. 

With regard to other loans, this Govern­
ment does not protect any debtor who 
obtains a loan from Government or from any 
Statutory Corporations. · We are doing every 
thing possible to recover all the loans which 
are outstanditlg. With these few remarks, 
Sir, I beg to support. · 

Question that. the sum of £2,000,000 for 
Head 705-Loans-stand part of the Schedule, 
put and agreed to. 

HEAD 722.-:-THE TREASURY 

Question proposed that the sum of £150,000 
for Head 722.- The Treasury- stand part of . 
the Schedule. .. 

. Mr Atohengbe: Mr Chairman, .Sir 
under this Head we were told that a sum of 
£150,000 is provided for I,ump-sum Com­
pensation. Outside the floor of this House 
we have been made to understand that this 
lump-sum compensation is the sum of money 
paid to expatriates who come to this country 
to serve the people. · For more than a year 
now we have g~ine~ our . full independence . . 

· ~ 
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in their , own way. Whatever you think 
about it, it is the result that you produce 
that concerns us and that is what will inte,rest 
the voters of the Region. 

Mr Chairman, I take a · serious view of my 
criticism of this head of the Estimates. 
It is such a very important Ministry to our 
economy · and we shall like to hear the 
explanation of the Minister of Agriculture 
why we are not getting good results from his 
experiments. . 

Mr Abiosrin: In support of the last 
speaker, Mr Chairman, I would lik~ to say 
that agriculture is the live wire of the Region. 
(Interruptions.) That Ministry has never 
yielded anything. My advice, Mr Chairman, 
is to regulate spending without ·profit. 

Sir, it was a sad news last year when we 
heard of a farmers' delegation overseas . . -
I think it will interest this House if the 
Minister of Agriculture and Natural Resources 
can tell us· how many of the farme.rs are 
actually practising,· otherwise what is the use 
of a battalion of Permanent . Secretaries, 
Parliamentary Secretaries and officials, and . 
even women? Or. can the Minister tell us 
whether Miss Moyo·is a farmer? This is an ·· 
extravagant way of spending our money. 
I think you cannot go on fooling people 
all the time. The time has come now when 
this Ministry makes a change so that the 
trust repose"d in it by the Region may not 
be withdrawn either by force or by other 
means. (Laughter). The Minister of 
Ag•·iculture should make · it possible to 
organise local training for farmers so that they 
can inculcate what they learn abroad in these 
farmers so that these farmers can practise it 
in their own farms. 

With these few remarks, I beg to move. 

Mr Oyewole: Mr Chairman, first of 
all I should lil:e to move that the Head be 
reduced by five pounds. This Ministry is 
supposed to be the head of all in the Western 
Region because the life of every citizen 
depends on agriculture. · No'v I could 
just imagine sometime when I went to the 
farm, to visit my people in Ibadan ...... 
(Go·vernment Benches: Where?) 

1badan area. Now they reported to me 
that the Ministry of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources s·ent some maize to them but the · 
·maize · failed to germinate . . (Laughter) . . It 
·could not germinate, it could not grow. - I 
learnt that they got the n\aize from a certain 
place: The Ministry of. Agriculture used 
about · £300 · to buy this maize and they 

distributed it all over the Region. To my 
surprise it could not germinate at all. · The 
Minister of Agriculture is here. He knows 
everything about it; he kriows about the 
matter. I say, Sir, that it is a waste sending 
crops out to farmers without a certificate by 
specialists. Any time that this Ministry 
wants to · send anything . abroad, like crops, 
it is better to let it be examined and passed 
by a specialist. · 

It is my belief also that we have so many 
Agricultural Assistants in the Ministry of 
Agriculture, according to this Estimate about 
fifty of them. If you go to them you see that 
they are doing nothing. They get no job to 
do because they do not .tell them what to do. 
They only go from one place to another with­
out trying to tell the farmers what to do about 
their crops. Their duties are just to tell the 
farmers what they do not know and to find 
the way by which they can develop their 
crop, but, instead, these officials travel from · 
place to place, from one place to another 
doing nothing practically. 

I do suggest that tl'fe Research · Division 
should be re-constituted into an institute 
separately, or affiliated to the University of 
lfe or University College, Iba,dan. This will 
enable our indigenous officers to do more 
work. If you go to their offices now, you 
see them. dosing; some will just be sleeping;· 
doing nothing; they do not get jobs to do. 
(Interruptions). 

Mr Chairman, Sil:; I would iike that we 
must find something to help the farmers 
because farmers, since all these years, 'have 
known the methods by which to plant their 
own cocoa and they have been· dealing with 
many things like crops ever before this time .. 
Every year we waste money on experiments. 
No g9od result, nothing whatsoever. 

Mr Chairman, I beg to move. 

Mr Atohengbe: Mr Chail.Jllan, Sir, 
from time to time .we people who live in 
the rubber producing areas have brought 
complaints here. that our rubber products are 
not properly cared for. Under sub-head 486 
last year a token figu:re of about £10 . was 
provided for a Rubber Research Officer. In 
view of the fact that there is no indication 
that this sum was augmented throughout 
that financial year,' we understood that it 
means then that no Research Officer was 
employed. This year too, Sir, a token sum . 
of £10 is allocated. \Vell if the Governme!lt 
is actually serious about improving rubber 
produce, the main crop of the Midwest 
people, it is most proper to see that a Rubber 
Research Officer is employed. . OtherWise, all 

' ·. 

' I .· " 
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the sums added up together from sub-head 
187, 188; 189 and 190 which would have to be 
disbursed for the purposes of improving 
rubber produce will not now be used since 
there is no Research Officer to control the 
expenditure. 

I would like to add, Sir, that, ail along, -in 
my constituency, I saw areas (perhaps part of 
existing rubber plantation) where some acres 
of .areas will be clear.ed up, the rubber cut 
down, and then some young rubber trees are 
supposed to have been planted around. ·Up 
till now, Sir, these rubber trees have not 
survived replanting. I think the error comes 

· from the fact the ground or the soil, after the 
rubber trees were cut down, was not allowed, 
perhaps, to regain strength before new ones 
were replanted. If experiments-were carried 
out in fresh soil, I am quite sure' that the 
rubber · research, as that being introduced in 
the Midwest area, would have yielded a 
better result. 

I have visited the Ogba Agricultural Farm 
and I notice from there that it is not properly 
improved enough to cope with the agricul­
-tural needs of the area. My constituency is 
situated in the most fertile land in Benin 
forests. , Uhumode .district to Akugbe dis­
rict area, put togetl;ter, form that constituency. 
We have no farm settlement project. I am, 
on behalf of the people, Sir, requesting this 
House to see to the way by which farm 
settlement will be introduced into that area. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, we have received 
inform~tion· that discrimination by way of 
sending staff of the Ministry of Agriculture 
·overseas for further studies have been 
practised in this department. I would, for 
the safety of the civil servants in charge, not 
like to mention names, otherwise I should 
have been able to do so if the Minister of 
Agriculture requests me to do so through the 
Chair . . Now that he is quiet and never· 
made such a request, I am appealing to the 
Government to see that such discriminations 
_are no lo~ger practised. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, with these fe~ remarks, 
I .. beg to. support the · amend.ment . that the 

· :'. vote .be c;ut by £5. 
The Minister of Agriculture and 

Natura l Resources (Chief A. 0. Adeyi): . 
Mr Chairman Sir, I rise to. say a few words 
in reply .to-points raised by Members; and, 
in doing so, . I ·am opposing the Amendment 
thus submitted; · · . . . · 

, ·. · I 

The' hon.' Member who had just spoken 
referred to 'corrupt practices_ among the staff . . 

of the Forestry Division. If a ·. Member 
· knows of any corrupt, practices going on 
among the civil servants, I think the best 
thing to do to save the goQd name of this 
Government is to · report such corrupt 
practices to the proper authorities, and these ·-.­
are the Police~ Therefore reporting such 
corrupt practices on the floor of this House , , 
is neglige·nce of duty. (Applause). · 

The same Member also said that the farm 
settlements .established in the Region have 
not been up to expectation, and he was 
suggesting that there should be a re-organisa- · 
tion in our farm settlement scheme. I think 
that the hon. Member should first of all learn ·. -
to crawl before he starts to walk and then . 
learn to walk before he starts to run. We 
have just established the farm settlement 
scheme and, from our experience, I think the · ·· 
whole world is showering praises on the · ~. 
Government of the Western Region in this . · · 
respect. Therefore if Members have not 
had the opportunity to see what is going o~ 
in other countries, I thinl~ they should fu:ld 
the opportunity as early as possible to find. 
out so that they can make a comparison of"' 
what we are doing now in our farm settle­
ments. 

I would no~ like to. refer to the point 
raised by another Member in supporting the 
Amendment. He said that in our agricultural 
endeavour there has been no sign of success :. 
achieved in the Ministry of Agriculture·.~· .. 
At the same time, for the first time; he agreed . -~ 
that the Ministry of Educa.tion is doing some~ 
thing. Perhaps the hon. Gentleman does. not'.. 
know that knowledge is wealth · and that · 
when we are spending at. least 45· per cent or' . · 
the budget on education, this goes to ensure 
success in our agricultural activities: But 
since he has only · paid a visit to the farm 

· settlement and agricultural institutions in his·. 
area, the only one at Effurun, he has not { 
done credit to the opportunity afforded him 
by the people of his area. I think he should. ' 
visit more than one farm or experimental "·. 
station so that he may be able to know what-.·:. 
is gding on in other areas and also to know· 
how he could advise his people. - -· ~--'. • . :..;. 

He also went on to say that there is . no 
apparent benefit to the farmers ' in the a:rea. 
When la$t I was replying to points -mad.e: by 
some Members in this House, I. mentioneq ; 
the fact that the Members of this House.~ 
·should kinCl.ly assist me and assist the Govern- •. ~.: 
. me~t to inform fanners to m~e use of the.j;:.-
agrtcultural officers who are m the field. > 
They ~re . there to ad:vise farmers, · ~d 1f \. 
farmers in the hon. Gentleman's constituency f.-

' ~~ ·z 
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refuse to make use of the agricultural officers, 
then it will be his look-out and his fault 
because he has tlOt done the duty for which 
he was voted for. He should ask the fan:riers . 
in his area to make use of agricultural officers~ 

. "They are not to c_harge a penny on top ?f 
•, ' what they are earning as salaries. I also satd 

the other day that agricultural assistants are 
· not beyond a distance of five miles from the 
! ·· home of any farmer in this Region and 
If therefore it is up to farmers to make use of the 

agricultural assistants who are there to advise 
them any time they need their services. Again 
I am taking this opportunity to advise the hon. 
Members to kindly educate farmers in their 
areas to make use · of these agricultural officers 
who will always advise them as to what kind 

' of crop will be planted in their farms and how 
to handle their plantations. , 

Hon. Abioshun supported the Amendment 
by saying that th~ Ministry of Agriculture 
has not yet yielded any tangible result. At 
the same time he said that farming is the 
backbo~e of the economy of this Region. 
This we know very, very well, and that is why 
the Ministry of Agriculture is doing all that it 
could possibly do to make agriculture pleasant 
to farmers and school leavers, and as well 
fighting very hard to see that prices of 
exported produce are as satisfactory as· they 
could be to the farmers. 

. He _went · on to criticise the Farmers 
Goodwill Mission. I think I should have to 
inform him that Mrs Ogunlesi is not here 
but she is one of the largest poultry keepers 

. in the Western Region. This Government 
is not made up of people who would select 
people who are not farmers to go on farmers 
goodwill missions. Important farmers, were 
·consulted and in their own council meeting 
they selected reputed farmers to represent 
them on the goodwill mission and the farmers 
who werit on this mission have done very 
good job and they have gone round the entire 

\ 

·. The hon. Gentleman went on to say that 
farmers should be trained. For his · informa­
tion, I would like to tell him that 32,000' 
farmers in the Midwest have been trained in 
rubber tapping. Han. Abioshun comes from 
Oshogbo area and I would like to inform him 
that the number of farmers trained in 1961 
amount to 53,630. I do not know what kind 
of training schools the hQn. Gentleman wants 
us to establish for these farmers. As a matter 
of fact, as far back as 1959, nearly 5,000 
rubber tappers were trained in Benin 
Division. If the farmers who benefited 
directly from this sort of training do not 
complain, the hon. Gentleman should get . 
hold of his facts properly before he comes 
here. 

. The hon. Gentleman, Oyewole, said that 
the Ministry of Agriculture supplied maize · 
which could not germinate. It is unfortunate 
because the hon. Gentleman has no farm and 
has not been to any farm and he only comes 
here to say that he was informed. He said · 
that he 'vas informed and we. asked "Which · 
farm in Ib2.dan?" (Government Benches: 
Mapo farm in Oja-Oba). Oja-Oba! I do 
not know how the han. Gentleman expects 
maize or corn to grow on the rock of Mapa. 
In any case, the Ministry of ·Agriculture 
makes the best t:tse of experts and we always 
go by their advice. 

One han. Member said that there is no 
Farm Settlement in Benin. The policy of 
this Government is to see that Farm Settle­
ments are established in each Division. The 
han. Gentleman knows yery well the rioting, 
stoning, and killing that charac~erised that 
part of the Division and that it will not be 
easy for the Governrn,ent to establish a Farm 
Settlement in · a place where there is no 
peace, calm, and tranquility; but } like !O 
assure the hon . . Gentleman that m Benm 
Division, or Benin Province, we have Farm 
Institutes and F::.rm Settlements and there 
is going to be a Farm Settlement in Benin 
Division . in the 1963 Programme. 

Region to educate the farmers who sent them h. 
as to what they have seen .in the overseas .. With these few remarks, I like to oppose t e 
countnes which'they went to . amendment. · 

. ~ ··; 1: think· the · farmers · who are directly · · Amendment put and n~g~tived; _ .. 
· -c·oncemed realise ::hat they have actually . Question that · the· sitm ·of £2,479;000 far · 

benefited more than the hori. Member who Head 1 321.- Ministry of Agr-iculture and · 
cotnes to the floor of this House ·to make Natural Resources-stand part of the Schedtile, 
politics out of nothing. .. . . put arid agreed to. 

The. hon. Gentleman snid that the fnrmers ·· HEAD 706.- l\1INISTRY OF · .. 

and parliamentary secretaries- went . ·on the AG"RICULTURE ' AND NATURAL REsotJHCES 
:mission-. I think the hon-. Gentleman should . · · · · 
:go· back to consult the people who haye given Qu~sticm p~oposed that the sum of £1,160,580' 
him such curious information and know the 'for Head 706.- Ministry of Agriculture and 
facts be'rore he comes to this Hert.tse to criticise, Natural Resources- stand part of the Schedule . . 

l l 
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Mr Atohengbe: Mr Chairman, I rise to 

associate myself with the assurances given 
_by the Minister of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources that more of agricultural . develop­
ment projects are being introduced in Benin 
Division. I would only like to say that such 
institutions should be extended to part of 
my Constituency which hitherto has been 
neglected. 

Question put and agreed to . 

' HEAD 723.- MINISTRY· OF 
AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL REsouRCEs 

Question pr_oposed that th'e sum of £77,690 
for Head 723.- Ministry of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources-stand part of the Schedule. 

Question put and agreed to. 

S,itting suspended at 3.36 p.m ... 

Sitting resumed at 8.25 p.m. 

HEAD 328.-MINISTRY OF EcoNOMic 
PLANNING AND CoMMUNiTY DEVELOPMENT 

·Question proposed that the sum of £189,680 
for Head 328- Ministry of Economic Planning 
- stand part ojthe Schedule. 

Mr · Atohengbe: I beg to move that 
this Head 328 be reduced by £5. 

It was in 1956 that I had the fortune of 
being a member of the third annual Shasha 

-T raining Course. I can well say that I w~s-­
one of those Shasha boys ·who constructed 
the road from Ajegunle via Ojo. The effect 
of good result of having attended that course 
is inestimable and invaluable. We were so 
impressed that we had wished that the 
Government shm.ild come to our area and 
establish some sort of Shasha Boys Training 
Camp in order to be able to educate our 

· people .to realise the effect or good result of 
community development. 

Well, Sir, We:! tried as much as we could 
but, up till now, we have not got Govern­
ment's encouragement. I an1 now appealing 
to the Government to see to it that, since a 
large sum of money is allocated for commu­
nity development this financial year, .. the 
Minister in charge should find _ the best way 

,of establishing a similar training Camp in the 
·Midwest' · area; · For sometime now/ the 
_ Comi.nunity Development Officer · or the 

. Assis~ant Community Development· Officer 
ther0 has ·been t ransferred ·to Agbor. Since 
hi~ ~ransfe.r, _ the. office ~here became greatly 
reduced from what it was. In view of this 
incident~: Sir, I . appeal to the Minister in 
charge to see that there 'is a resusCitation of 
the office ' . . . - . . . . 

Then, as far as the, boys and girls : duos· 
are concerned, the helper we 'had in Benin· 
one Mr Omoregie·,. did his best until .he :wa~ 
also removed to Agbor. Since his departure · · 
from Benin, the spirit of boys and · girts· · 
clubs also dwindled. -· ;, i ~. 

At the' moment, there is no existence 'of . 
boys and girls clubs in Benin. Also, .Sir, 
adult education programme as being practised 
in Benin Division is not effective enougli. · ~ ·. 
We want more hands or staff to. be employea 
in this service, so that a number of our people -
who had not the·· chance of attending schools · 
in the early days should now be ·educated. -· · · 

With these few remarks, I beg to move th~t 
this Head be reduced by £5. · · 

Mr""'-Okumagba: I support the Mover, 
that the Head be actually reduced by £5. 

Amendment proposed. 
. ' 

Mr J. 0. Omokowajo : Mr Speaker, Sir 
in supporting the Motion for the reductiori 
£5 from this Head, I will have to mention Sir·­
that, if you scan through this Head, there i~ . 
nothing you will find there more than salaries . 
and personal emoluments . Much as I would 
praise the Minister of ' Economic Planning 
and Community Development, I would . wish 
to see that this particular Ministry does not 
require two Ministers. One is sufficient. 

1"" ·~ 

-~ 

Our honourable Chief-an fntelligent .Oba,' · 
a capable. man- alone is sufficient to do 
the job. If the appointment of two Ministers-~ 
is not meant to provide a job for the hon~ ' 
Gentleman, J feel that putting two Ministers·, 
is just a waste of money. A Minister · is '. , 
sufficient. And somebody we trust, for that ; 
matter. A chief .in the Western Region-:-::-. 
a reputable person- an Oba. (Interruptions). · 
But you have confused the whole thing, when· 
you mix CQ.iefs with Obas and all of them ' 
go about in the Western House! (Laughter).!!< 
I feel that one Minister should be enough in 
that Ministry. 

IV I would say that the ·cornn:iunity Develop!. . 
ment . Officer- or: what do you call him: 
Adult · Education Officer in our area, . -to: be . 
frank, Sir; is ~ Action Group supporter, -but 
he is a hard worker. He does not miX politics~· 
with his job.- I am saying that . ..._ He is a 
Servant. I . am telling you that he·· is-a · 
worker beca\.tse he got the.tjob from the person 
with . whom I contested. the nomination to 
stand for election. I am telling you· that · 
when .the man contested' the nomination with . 
me he failed. . .Then the Action Group had· to · 
send my colleague· ~yff and then put this .inan· , 
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there. But I am telling you in this House 
that, despite that fact, ht;! has been going round 
the villages; by the Grace of God, Sir, 1 am 
a member of-nearly all the Committees of all 

. the Deve~opment Organisations in Okitipupa. 

I will go furtf1er and say that our people 
will prefer the Adult Education Organiser in 
Okitipupa, instead of your ill-equipped, 
windowless free . primary schools. If you 
have got these adult education organisers to go 
round, Sir, and educate our young elements 
it will be something of joy to our people. 
Now, Sir, I feel that if you want the people in 
this Regiqn to enjoy some benefits from this 
Region, adult education should be pur~ued 
vigorously. Some people have joined your 
party because by going to the adult education 
schools, they have been able to read Irohin 
Yoruba. 

So, I think, · Sir, that, apart from other 
. points, I have got to congratulate the Minister 

and to emphasise that in that particular 
Ministry we require just one Minister. · , 

Community Development.-Sir, I am very 
happy that this sum has been raised from 
£5,000 to £39,550. In our Division, Sir, we 
do not wait for the Government before we 
do our things. Some time ago, Sir, when the 
Action Group Government gave a certain 
contract to some people to construct the 
Iyewa River bridge in Okitipupa Division for 
£1,500, the Contractor refused to build this 
bridge but I had to go, with the help of the 
Adult Education Organiser there, and tell the 
people that we should work before we are 
helped by the .Government. We have done 
the work now, Sir, and have been asking for 
Government's aid for over eight months. 
In fact when 'we were·· doing the job, rknew 
that the Action Group· would say we have 
done nothing. I told the people to take 
pictures there, to write their names down, 
and 1 told the Action Group candidate who 
contested with me, because we were working 
hand in hand over there Sir, to put down the 
names of all the people who came to .work 
there. We have sent to this Ministry for 
over eight months, Sir, but there is nothing 
forthcoming. If I had done it or if it had 
been an NCNC job, all alone, then you could 
say it is all NCNC, but the man I defeated 
in the election helped to bring his Action 
Group men, and I brought my NCNC 
supporters to do the job on Iyewa River in 
Okitipupa Division. Up till now, there is 
nothing forthcoming. So I will be happy 
if it could be noted that the people who work 

there should be compensated because that will 
encourage the people over there to do more. 

An hon. Member: 
ment Officer there. 

~onsult the Develop-

Mr Omokowajo: He is never found there .. 
Motor Vehicles-M_aintenance and Running 

Costs.-Lasf .year, you bought motor vehiCles· 
for that Ministry for £900. The vehicles 
you are buying this year, you want to maintain 
them again with £900. How many vehicles 
do you want to buy in that Ministry? I 
should ask that, Sir, because an Oba is in 
charge of that Ministry, I don't want 'to 
embarrass him-(hzterruptions). (Govern­
ment Benches: Good talh-don't embarrass 
the Oba)-and as ! am .from a· ruling family; 
I don't want to worry him. Mr President, 
Sir, with this few points I support the motion 
that £5 be reduced from that Head. 

Mr C. 0. Olamigoke (Okitipupa North­
East): Mr President Sir, I rise to support the 
Motion that a sum of £5 be reduced from this 
Head and in doing so, Sir, I will have to remark 
that the Ministry has concentrated so much · 
on the Urban area at the expense of the rural 
areas. The Ministry has discouraged people 
in the rural areas in that when they write to · 
the Ministry for help or aid, they were 
promised that the aid was forthcoming but 
nothing was found. A certain road was 
constructed at Ode-Irele in Okitipupa Divi­
sion. The townspeople altogether, irrespec­
tive of party leaning, worked to construct the 
road. The people later wrote for aid to this 
Ministry but there was nothing heard up to 
the present moment. Besides, Sir, there 
were boys and girls clubs. The Adult 
Education Organisers visited us and they 
promised to give us Government help but · 
up till the present moment, there was nothing 
done-so that those · boys arid girls- became 
fed up with the promises of the Ministry. 
I will have to advise that the Ministry should 
think now of the rural areas and try to en­
courage boys and girls clubs and, besides, 
Community Development projects must be · 
encouraged so that if this is Clone, I think it · 
will have to "go a long way tb the credit of the 
Ministry. It has been said that a Minister 
is enough for this Ministry, and we do not · 
doubt the integrity and ability of our Oba . 
to cope'with this Ministry; that is the reason 
why I ain supporting somebody who has 
suggested that in this Ministry, one of the 
Ministers there should be removed. · · 

The Minister of Economic Planning 
and Community Development (Oba C. D. 
Akran): Mr Chairman, Sir, I am happy to 
note that the Gentleman who first spoke, is a · 
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Shasha graduate . and I think that in this 
House we have seen the result of what comes 
or what happens to people who have been to 
Shasha. The wonderful school makes you 
young. . I am aware of all he has said; the 
fact is that he may not know it, but actually, 
in the Midwest we ha:ve a place which can be 

' used as Shasha. We have a Pilot project in 
Onitsha Oloha where at present we have forty 
youngmen working. They have cleared 
about 100 acres of land and they are in the 
process of planting rubber- two acres per 
head for this period- then they will go on 
again. There are· other people who can go 
and help them and learn and go elsewhere 
and 'do likewise. 

About boys and girls clubs, I shall first 
of all look into the question of. the man who 
has been transferred to Agbor and see 
whether the officer in charge will be able to 
help by sending somebody to the area 
because, wherever we find Shasha graduates, 
people who are willing to give the necessary 
help to their people, we like to help them to 
achieve their purpose. So we shall look into 
that. As to boys and girls clubs, it is 
entirely dependent upon the help which the 
leaders in the area are willing to give. I don't 
think it is a good thing that when Government 
sponsored a Club or got a group of Clubs 
ready, when the Officer - goes away that 
everything should die down. That would 
mean that the people of the area themselves 
have been leaving everything to Government 
to do, ·which is very very much unlike the 
community development spirit. 

About Adult Education, what I say here 
will provide the a:pswer to the other people 
who have said SOI)1ething in that regard. We 
have just now, in addition to work going on 
in the 'field, got some person- a specialist 
staff- who is at the moment writing out a 
new system of Adult Education which will 
soon be put in operation. We -shall hope 
that, ·by that means, the, work will progress 
very rapidly. · 

As to the necessity of having a second 
· Minister in this Ministry, I think ,the 

hon. Gentlemen will readily agree that we 
should have a Minister responsible for 
Community Development. That is not a 
work that one person can 'cope with. We 
h ave projects all over the place; we have 
clubs', and we have pilot projects. I am 
afraid that if we are going to do it properly, 
if we are to do it in the way it should be 
done, somebody must be going round all the 
time. Hence you want somebody in addition 
to the senior man iQ. the· p lace. W e did 

many 'thil)gs in th~t Ministry although it is _ 
not strictly executive, excepting for Commu­
nity Development, but I am sure that a 
second Minister is very necessary indeed. 

I ·am most unhappy to hear from _hon.. 
Gen-tlemen, particularly the Gentleman from · 
Okitipupa, that they have done work ; for 
which they have not got any assistance from 
Government. That is something I shall have 
to look into. · It is very unusual. · Perhaps ' 
the hon. Gentlemen· did not let us know 
when they · were carrying on with this 
co.mmunity development projects, but if we · 
knew and approved them there was . no' , 
reason at all why they should'nt have got :" 
something; but I heard from officials here 
on hand that we have, as a ma;.ter of fact, made 
a grant of £1,000 to Okitipupa and ,that ifjs 
deposited with the Treasury for ... v •. u ... ,u • . lHJ 

development work in that Division. · It 
quite possible that you, did not let them know · 
what you did in time,· but we have made ,. 
this grant. 

' . ' 'IJ, ' • 

Another thing which has surprised me . is :.·, 
\ 

the charge that we have concentrated so much ··' 
on the urban areas. I am sure we are doing 
at .least as 'much in the rural areas as we are ~ ' 
doing in the urban areas. As a matter 'of 
fact, I myself would say w~ are doing ~o · .• 
much in the rural areas than we are doing in , · 
Urban areas, but if hon. Gentlemen will be · 
willing to help -to give · the proper leadership ·~ 
to their people and let us know when they are' . 
going to start a project, we shall send people : 
to inspect and to make sure that it can be done 
by a Community, we shall always be willing _ 
to help . That is what the grant is for. -_1 · .~­
don't see that much has been said here, but :' · 
if I may say this just now, this year which.is ·t 
just ended, we have made grants for Benin · 
Division- £500 as Coinmunity Development . 
grant; Ishan £1,000; Afenmai £200; Asaba 
£500; Agbor £900; Warri £400; Urhobo, 
in on:e case, £1,500, and Western Ijaw, 
£1,000.; Okitipupa, as ,. I have, mentioned, 
£1,000; and we have other things happening . 
in the field like the Pilot projects on which . · 
we are spending much. (Interruptions). · 

As a matter of fact, the hon. Gentlemen 
have spoken reasonably. I should like to -· · 
inform them that thousands of pounds have 
been granted to their communities and I hope· 
that when they require more grants and; 
Government sees that their needs are worth 
looking into, they would be considered. 
As 1 have said, Sir, their communities have 
already got thousands of pounds; for example 
when the Sapele Youth Centre was bein~ 
considered my Ministry gave th~rri £2,000; 
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we also gave them £1,500 for their other 
needs. 

Well, Mr Chairman, I . do not think there 
is anything odd at the moment. The hon. 
Gentlemen have been very kind to me and 
I thank them very much . . (Applause). 

Amendment put and negatived. 

Question that the sum of £189,680 for 
Head 328.-Ministry of Economic Planning 
and Community Development-stand part of 
the Schedule put and agreed to. 

HEAD 724.-MINISTRY oF EcoNOMIC 

. ., .PLANNING ANn . CoMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

Question proposed that the sum of £'49,000 
for Head 742.-M'inistry of Economic Planning 
and Community Development-stand part of 
·the Schedule. . 

Mr A . . T. Rerri ·(Urhobo West 1): Mr 
Chairman, Sir, I have this to say. 1 am the 
Chairman of Warri and District Federation 
of . Boys' and Girls' ·clubs. The one big 
problem we have always had at Warri is that 
we have the feeling that the Ministry of 
Economic Planning and Community Develop­
ment is not dQing enough; for instance, we the 
leaders . who support these boys and girls 
find ourselves subscribing now and then to 
maintain these clubs. Government should 
do something to help. We require transport. 
f()r these boys and girls so that they can visit 
Benin, Ibadan and such other places, as the 
c~se may be, to watch sporting activities, 
boxing and the festival of the arts. We feel 
that at such times . Government should make 
transport available from Ibadan to collect 
these youths and when the show is over the 
transport can be returned. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, the former Minister in 
that Ministry promised when he came on a 
visit to Warri that he would help the Warri 
District Federation of Boys and Girls Clubs 
to build a club house, but up till the moment, 
no financial help from the Ministry has been 
received to that effect. I feel Sir, that 
regular visits by Ministers and Parliamentary 
Secretaries will go a long way to encourage 
these boys and girls. I admit that we have 
sometimes had the services of a good Youth 
Organiser, who knows ' his work very well, 
but at other times such as now, the Youth 
Organiser is not quite ··as active as we would 
want him ·'to be and . this tends to make the 
work difficult. We the supporters of Yo~th 
Clubs in the Warri ~nd Sapele District 
Fedetation of Boys and ·Girls Clubs are 
becoming exhausted over taxing ourselves 

every now and then to help .boys to travel 
here and there. I should . be · grateful if 
Government would look into the difficulties 
of these Youth Clubs. · 

Mr Chairman, I beg to move this Head be 
reduced by a small sum of £5 orily. 

Mr Chairman: I sh~U be giad if hon .. · 
Members will please speak. alOud so that ' 
Reporters can hear them.· ··They find it:. 
difficult to report if speeches are not audible. 
I hope Members will co-operate, to make the .. 
work of these Reporters lighter, by speaking. 
aloud. · · · ·. . ·. 

Amendment proposed. 

Oba Akran: Mr Chairn1an, Sir, really,' . 
. I must take this opportunity to speak 
on the help (grants) which my Ministry 
has rendered to Youth Clubs in Warri and 
Sapele. I would like to report that voluntary· 
organisations in_ these aJ.:eas have received · 
grants <from my Ministry .. I can even say,· 

. . without any fear at all, that these · areas ; 
received adequate grants- more than some 

~ larger areas in the Western Region. 
Mr Chairman, I appreciate what the ho~ . : 

Gentleman has said. .· I have this to say, Sir, · · 
when next the hon. Gentleman speaks about· ,. 
Youth Clubs and makes suggestions, they 
will naturally receive due consideration. 
I have in mind, iri particuhir, his- advice for 
us to make transport available for the use of 
Boys and Girls who w~mt to travel to var:ious · 
places to watch sporting activities, boxing 
and other activities. I shall pass this sugges­
tion on to the officials concerned so that they 
can look into this matter because I do riot 
want Warri to go down at all. (Applause). 

Turning to the question of the club house, . · 
I am sure that Warri merits a first-class club · 
house, but I am sure that the hon. Gentlemaxi 
will himself realise that he has to do much · 
more. We do ,not want Government to gO.: 
and initiate these things; we make grants but 
people themselves have . to · contribute in' 
large ·measure. The work ·we are doing in: 
Sapele at pres~nt costs a : lo~ : of mon~y;: 
actually I beheve that w,hen they have . 
completed it, it will be about £50,000 and. we~ 
have given them £2,000 . . I lrnow that other 
people donated handsomely at : the · beginrung ; 
and the club house will soon .be opene&---I 
think in June. As I . have · ~aid~ 'if the hon. ' · , 
Gentleman will . go .back apd :' initiate . the:, 
proposal. to b~ild a Youtps Chih wcit:thy: 
of Warn, he wlll find . that Govel;nffien~ will 
not be lagging behind:·at .ail; 'we. shall .rnake .' 
our own contribution. I think ·that is. all' 
I have to answer for, Mr Chail1Illam ::·· .. ··' . : 

Amendment Ptlt and.' rieg~'tivei j I l · ,: ;'.' ,• ," . 

-,· " 

.. 
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Question that the ~um of £49,000 for Head pay them· five shillings per pupil), · count
1 

i24.-Ministry of Economic Planning and the number of card-boards and apparatus 
Community Development- stand part of the in the schools; you will find that schools that .. 
Schedule, put. and agreed to. have been existing for over five years have · 

HEAD 329.-MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 

·Question proposed that the sum of £8,807,980 
for Head 329-Ministry of. EducaJion-stand 
part of the Schedule. 

· Mr Omokowajo: Mr Chairman Sir, 
before getting on with the other part of this 
Head 329, I have got remark, as I have 
said previously in this House, that w~1en we 
speak of proper Ministers, square pegs in 
square holes, . we have them in the Ministry 
of Education. (Cheers). The Ministet: of 
Education is a qualified teacher and at once 
~ · lecturer; the Minister in the Ministry of 
Education is a tormer Supervisor; I think, 
Sir, that with the two Ministers, we have 
nothing against them at all. In moving this 
motion I say that the Ministers are good, but 
what of the work of their rank and file? 

Of tl).e grants ' in aid to primary schools, 
what we of the Opposition stand here for is 
to be able to · give constructive criticisms so 
·that the Government too will be able to do 
something reasonable. In Okitipupa Divi­
sion, Sir, about grants in aid to primary 
s'chool~, you will find that in the creek areas 
-7it is a pity that somebody from that area is 
riot l).ere-the ·Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Chieftaincy Affairs-you will see 
one school here; ~hen you walk twenty yards 
you will ·get 'another; and in some of these 
schools you .. will ·not find fifteen children. 
The · headmasters, because they want to 
receive allowa,nces would · say Primary 1A 
h\18 . thirty pupils and B has sixty pupils. 
They would write that there are so many 
pi.ipils in classes so, so and so, and these 
pupils 'are · not there! There is no ne·ed 
t'c!llirig such li.es in order to cheat the Govern­
rh~nt; · If the pupils are not many, I think 
tlie best thirig ~s to send ·the few children 
t61 other schools and close these schools. 
l have learnt ·that headmasters receive grants 
on · the numbe.r of pupils they have got in 
s'thools. Do · head-labourers . have to get 
grants . because of .the number of labourers 
they keep? · Does the Minister of Finance 
get allowances. for the number of people 
Working· unde.r him? So there is no need 
giving any headmaster a bonus. It is a 
colossal waste. • There is no reason for that 
ah~ I am opposing it without fearing the 
consequence. 

I 

If you go to some of-the primary schools 
(formerly in the Educ;ltion Department you 

no apparatus worth five pounds. You · 
give the money to the Supervisors without · 
asking Auditors to go ' into the accounts. • 
What do you expect them to do? 

These schools in fact are windowless. ' 
Your schools . are windowless, ill-equipped, 
dangerous and dilapidated (LaUghter). I 
think, Sir, that in Okitipupa Division now, 
when you give the contractors £200 for one 
classrom (you have got a previous class­
room), it is just a question of one wall this 
way, one the other way, and one that way 
round, arid although the contractor is told . 
to do it with stone foundation, the contractor 
will do it with mud from foundation to top­
no stone in the found~tion! If you go there 
with shoes having protectors, you will find 
that by the time you get out of the school 
there is no cement on the groun? again. · 

.. . 
According to what I, said some time ago, 

there ·· are some pupil teachers working 
harder than even Gra,de II Teachers, some 
E.T.C. teachers working harder than Higher 
Elementary teachers; so if the Government 
wants to encourage teachers, what . to do is 
to go into these schools and see that teachers 
are given remuneration according to the work 
done in the classrooms. If I continue longer 
I will mention the name of one teacher. He 
left his station for about three weeks loitering 
about, drinking palm wine and "African 
Mashanko" (Laughter). To get the teachers ,_ ... ,, .. ,~·'"'..., 
working, those who have less than 30 per cent' 
success at the end of the year shoul.d ~e· 
dismissed with ignominy. I W.flS a teach,er 
for eleven years. We were teachers together­
(I and the hon. Member on the Governme~t _ 
side). · · (Laughter). · . . _. •. . · ~~.,....:...,. 

. ..... ~- ·. 

Gov~rnment Benches: . What. are yo~ · 
now? · · ·~ ·." 

Mr Omokowajo: 
magnate, a financier 
(Prolonged laughter) .. 

The poor farmer in the farm cannot· ~ ......... ""'' 
the progress card of his child who is 
school, but we can read such reports: · 
that proper check be instituted on u::a~.;u•~~ 

I am glad that Supervisors are 
now. I support it. I am sorry to wast~ 
time, Mr Chairman, I happened to '· 
a supervisor. 1 said: "What do you .. 
about this question of removing these supe,r-, 
visors?" He said: "Very bad". But lf.w~' 
very happy that they are rein;OVe~ b.1 ecause 
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[MR OMOKOWAJO] have only one Secondary School, there is no 
Modern School there. the supervisors are not removed, the Region 

will have nothing left in five years' time. The Mr Chairrri.an, Sir, I know that my time 
supervisor will requisition for "thirty wall is up . With these remarks, I beg to move 
clocks". He will come ·to Ibadan here, to that Head 329 be reduced by £5. 
one of his cousins who will prepare a voucher ·· Mr Olamigoke: Mr . Chairman, Sir, 
for thirty wall "clocks. Go to the schools, I have this comment to make. Some 

' you 'will -not find any wall clock. The have said that Head 329 should be reduced by 
Ministry of Educat~on is so bold to do · away £5, and I assoc!ate mys~lf with them; but on 
with these supervisors and it is something for the Free Primary Education, we have got to 
which the Government must be congratula- praise the Minister of Education for making . 
ted. (Applause)~ such a heavy building project. There are 

Electricity and Water.- ! think, Sir, that ~ several school buildings in my area. The 
£3,000 is just too muc~. Let us use our Minister of Education has made some bold 
firewood and reduce all this money spent on plans, one of which has been the abolition of 
electricity and water. the post of Supervisors. There are some· 

schools in which you have very ·few school 
Local Transport and Travelling.- A lofhas children, but now you have increased . the 

been !;aid about this hu.ge sum of money number of Inspectorate . Assistants. Very 
spent on .Local Tr;msport and Travelling. good. But there must be an arrangement 
I ain not going to challenge the two Ministers whereby people should be well looked .after 
concerned, Sir. We want the Minister to because schools in remote areas are not well 
visit our area regularly. We have a Catholic · supervised. The Government is giving help 
Grammar School there. The School is well but the Local Councils do not pay their own 
staffed and well equipped and the building share on Other Expenses Grant . . Govern­
is imposing, with Rev. Fathers with. M.A., ment .must see to it that these Local Councils 
B.A. degrees, etc., · as teachers. If you come pay their own share of Other Expenses Grant. 
to Okitipupa to see the Catholic Grammar 
School, you wi.ll be so impressed that you Now, Mr . Chairman, the Government 
will like to see that the School is grant-aided. should be good enough to merge some ·of 

Mr Chairman, Sir, under Technical Educa­
tion Division, we have a Chief Technical 
Officer, Group 6, a Principal Technical 
Officer, Group 7. This is a colossal waste. 
What do you mean by "Chief" and "Princi­
pal?" They are the same thing. So, Mr 
Chairman, Sir, if the Chief Technical 
Officer and the Principal Technical Officer 
should be ·one man, that would save the · 
Government £2,700. . . 

Mr Chairman; Sir, I come to the Inspec­
torate Division . I am telling you, Sir, that 
there have been some oecasions when people 
in .the Inspectqrate Division were sent up to 
Okitipupa to inspect the schools to see that 
there was the required number of pupils in the 
schools, --they did not do that. Now, the 
people said that the Government prefers them 
to go into some schools.. Whether you have 
pupils or not, they are going to the nearest 

· schools. If the money is there, instead of 
wasting it you can spend it on other things. 

In · reply to the speech made by one of our 
learned men from Okitipupa, the Minister 
replied 'that we have got Modern Schools 
over there. I wish to kno\v where the · 
Modem Schools are. At Irele, where we 
have over ten Primary Schools, we have only 
one Modem· School. · At Ireliye, where we 

these schools together in order .that they may 
be able to be equal with the task that they are 
confronted with'. 

Now, something should be done to the "C" 
Teachers. The Government has done 
something in that way, i.e., the establishment 
of in-service training, but they are so few 
that only the negligible fraction of these 
teachers can be benefited from this in-service 
trammg. There must be inspection . of 
schools so that these teachers who are actually 
hardworking should be encouraged in order 
that they may continue the work of education 
in this Region. · 

Now, I come to Examin~tion Fees. I was 
a little bit perturbed that examination fees 
should have been put at £38,000. Those 
in the Modern Schools pay as much as 
fifteen shillings. I wonder why so much 
has been voted for examin~tion, because 
the children· in the Primary schools and 
the children in the Modern schools pay 
examination fees when they want to take 
their final examination. · 

There' is a world of difference bet'ween 
the urban schools and schools in the rural 
areas because there . are several amenities 
enjoyed by the children in the .urban schools 
which are not enjoyed by the children in the 
rural areas . . What, is the arrangement of the 

' .J ~··'·' .... ~"­
·',;· ·:..:;:if 
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Minister of Education about introducing 
broadcasting; perhaps .television, . to schools 
in rural areas? ·They are children of this 

· Region and they are entitled to the amenities 
~njoycd by the .children in the towns. 

•· If · we want tllis Region to provide good 
·sportsmen, we have got to start right from 
the J?rimary . schools. · When Inspectorate 
·officers go to · inspect schools they must have 
to place special importance on sports in 
Primary sch9ols. · 
; There is a lot of injustice to some school 

· :nasters in that when Inspectors go to visit 
~chools they will have to report against 
teachers for children not having text-books. 
Are· the teachers in charge expected to buy 
textbooks for these children? At one time 
the Inspectors ' raised the question of bad 
buildirvss against the teachers. Are the 
teachers responsible for all these bad build­
ings? . It is not the .fault of these teachers. 
So that when they go to i'nspect they have to 
confine their activities to the work of the 
.teachers in the schools. Now somebody is 
suggesting that if children do not do well 
the teachers should be · dismissed. No, it is 
not so. Mr Chairman, Sir, it is not the fault 
Qf the teachers, it is the fault of the local 
council. The schools are ill-equipped and 
it · is when yOU ·provide the bricks that the 
people can work. It .is when ··the teachers 

. _h:ave the materials to work with that they 
~an do their .best in that circumstances. 

:' · So that when schools are ill-equipped and 
·perhaps children have no textbooks and 
_perhaps schools are bad, teachers should not 
:be punished for it. When school Inspectors 

·.go about to . award points against teachers 
:over these things I feel it is most unfair. 

· I feel that when you come here to say that 
these Modern school . leavers should not go 
.to offices to seek jobs, it is you · who have 
)nade it so, because in ·Primary schools, 
parents and children do not attach importance 
to hand-work . in schools'. It seems to me 
.. ~hat that . aspect of ·education is not well 

. Jooked . after. I am advising that trained 
;Instructors spould be. in the Secondary 
. Mo~em Schools and even in Primary Schools 
.because when children start to work right 
from an early age with their hands it will not 
be difficult for them to go perhaps, to the 
farm or, perhaps, to do any other job other 
·than white collar job. · 

: I have said earlier on that there are certain 
teachers who actually have been teaching 
for ~ .long time .and who have been doing 

' . 
very good work and should 'be encouraged. 
There should be special grades for them 
in order to encourage them. 

With these few remarks, Sir, I beg to take 
my seat., 

Amendment proposed. 

Mr J. U. E. Agbaza (Urhobo East II): 
Mr Chairman, Sir, I rise to support this Head 
in the Estimates. (Opposition Benches: Are 
you going to support tlze Amendment)? 

I am opposing his Amendmbflt. (Opposi-
tion Benches: He is a Midwesterner!): . · 

Because· I am a Mid~este:rner, that is the 
reason why I can very well counteract what . . 
you a;-e saying here because you are trying 
to deceive this House. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, I never like to listen to 
these detractors because they are never ~n the 
Midwest themselves. Like what I said the 
other day, I am saying that the Midwest has 
never had it so good, and I am still saying it ' 
today. However, we have to be v'ery happy 
that if you look throughout the Heads of the · 
Estimates you will see, Mr Chairman that 
there is a lot of money being spent for 
extending Secondary Gr?.m:mar schools in 
the Midwest Area. If I may say so, I can 
even . name the Edo College, the Ughelli 
Grammar School and so many others which 
are being extended, so that .education in the 
Midwest Area should for once be made . 
I think that, Mr Chairman, we are and should 
be grateful to the Government that the 
l'vlidwest Area schools have taken a . very 
new outlook. · . . 

Mr Chairman, Sir, there are just one or · 
two points concerning Isoko area which I 
would like to point out, Sir, I · am not 
satisfied with the way the children or students 
are admitted into the Higher Elementary 
Training College. This is not actually a ' 
Government matter, but what I am trying to 
bring before the Government is that in the 
only Teacher Training College, only Eastern­
ers are there . . The Government of ·this 
Region provides the money to train teachers 
in the only Western Region Teacher Training 
College, and I have to say that there you 
have more Easterners than Westerners . 
I think that is something which Government 
has to ·look into. I am saying this with every 
amount of seriousness and I am very sure of . 
my facts. Mr Chairman, Sir, I have already 
caused a personal and private inquiry. to be . 
held into the institution and I am satisfied, Mr . 
Chairman, that what the Principal does in 
that institution is that he gets an Ibo man 
from the Eastern Regi.on, he ~omes to the 
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college nnd he says that he came from the 
Asaba area or that he . came from Agbor or 
from Irrua. 

As a resulf he gives a fictitious town, a 
fictitious father, a fictitious village, merely to 
ensure that he is admitted to that institution. 
We have now come to a position where Ibos 
man the college in Isoko and we have nobody: 

(Opposition Benc~es.' Don't be tribalistic). 

This is not a' question of being tribalistic. 
This is a question · of being frank ·and I am 
facing the facts, Mr Chairman. I should be · 
grateful if, the Minister of Education will 
look into these facts as far as the only Teacher 
Traiiling College is concerned. '· 

·.There is a grammar school at Uzoro. This 
grammar school has for a long time been 

' doing very well and fine; it has been inspected 
several times and it has been existing for 

· ·the ·past six years and Government has 
approved it. Mr Chairman, gra,rits-ip-aid 
paid to this institution are not what we have 
expected. Incidentally I am a member of 
the Board of 'Governors. I really think that 
it is not because Government does not want 
to do anything but merely that certain facts 
which ought to be brought by the institution 
before hon. Minister have not been brought 
before him. I am merely appealing to the 
han. Minister of Education that as soon as 
he gets those facts he should please ensure 
that he allows us to get grants for that 
institution. 

·Another point, Mr Chairman, is the way 
teachers are terminated in the Isoko area. 
I am not really satisfied about it and I am 
going to give you a particular instance. · 

· There was a ' teacher,., Mr Chairman, called 
Mr Eyeye . . He . has been teaching for­
(Lqughter and Interruptions from all sides of the 
House). This teacher has been teaching for 
twenty-two years in the C.M.S. Mission in 
Isoko district area. He is a Grade Two 
teacher and he has got his G.C.E. _Last 
year, . this teachers' child was very ill and 
he took the only child he has got in his life 
to the doctor at · Emevor. It was on a 
Sunday and this doctor, female doctor, 
refused to attend to this child; she is 
Doctor Phillips, and the child died at 
Emevor. The doctor said she does not see 
patients on Sundays. Well, .of course, Mr 
Chairman, as a representative of the area I 
protested to the doctor in writing. Then 
the ·' next . moment, what happened? Mr 

. Chairman, Sir, Eyeye was sick, and he 

~,.. . . 

became unconscious, his family wanted to 
take him before the doctor but they were 
afraid . of what had happened in respect of 
the child of this very Mr Eyeye, and they 
refused to take this very man before the very. 
doctor, and so this very teacher was taken 
before a private native doctor for treatment. 
But what happened? The C.M.S. turned 
round the following day and said that because 
thi·s ' teacher has not conformed with the 
practice in the C.M.S. religion, he has to be 
terminated. And a teacher. who has put in 
twenty-two years, his teaching service was 
terminated out-right like that, and he was 
asked to pack from the quarters with igno­
miny. 

Mr Chairman, quite frankly, you know that 
if a teacher has · put in -ten years service at 
least he is entitled to something like pension 
and he is entitled to some form of consideration 
but I do not see why a teacher who has put in 
twenty-two years service, just because he was 
treated by a native doctor has to lose his 
appointment. Of course I ·made a protest 
again to the authorities and what they told 
me was that if I liked I could take the matter 
to court. 

(Opposition Benches: What is the 'name 
of the man?) · 

The name· of the teacher is Agbaza. 
(Laughter). 

Mr Chairman, this is really amusing the 
Members but it does not amuse me because 
the man comes from my constituency and 
my duty as a legislator is to ensure that 
people in my constituency are not unfairly 
treated. And I am saying this with all 
seriousness that the Minister of Education is 
to look into this. There is no law in the 
Western Region which says that if a teacher 
consults a private or native doctor he is to be 
terminated especially 'if his services had been 
very good and .there had_ been no question or 
any type of complaint against him. I do not 
think that there is any good reason leading to 
his termination, but as he has been terminated, 
I am actually asking this august Hoi1se to 
look into the matter. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, this is merely perhaps 
repeating what I said the other day in. a 
nutshell and which I was asked to keep up 
until th:e debates on this Head. It was on 
the question of the age for attending schools 
in the rural areas. · · I mentioned, Mr 
Chairman, Sir, the other day that in 
the rural areas, we have not got children 
who can be as brilliant as in the town 
or urban · areas: That is to say, Mr 
Chairman, that m the urban areas, you 
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have children who have never seen television, 
electric light; they have never seen radios and 
they never know. what you are talking about 
when you are teaching them. When you 
tell ,them about television, they think that you 
are talking about God or something else. 
So ·Mr Chairman, Sir, I' think that in the rural 

. areas the school age has to be raised because 
the children there are so young and so 
uncivilised and so unintelligent that they do 
not even know what you are teaching them. 
But in the township areas and in the urban 
areas because they meet and mix a lot with 
other people, they can understand more 
readily and understand what you are telling 
them. Mr Chairman, Sir, if the Minister of 
Education should look into this, at least in 
the Isoko areas, I will be very happy. Then 
Mr Chairman, Sir, I must' ha:ve to come to 
the conclusion. 

It is not a matter which affects only the 
Western Region Government as a Govern­
ment; it is a matter which affects the Federa­
tion as. a Government. You know new,. Mr 
Chairman, · that in Nigeria, we are going to 
hav:e five universities. We have the Ahmadu 
Bello University in the North; we have the 
Ligos University; .we have the If~ University 
and the Ibadan Pniversity, and we have the 

· Nsukka University. Where are we going to 
put all these graduates when they come out? 
I think, Mr Chairman that since our Govern­
ment has been leading in all projects in 
the country, our· Government should 
get -the _ Federal Government to under­
stand that an actual programme has to be 
developed so . that there should be a provi­
sion - as to how these graduates from 
universities should be properly placed. I 
think · our Minister of Education should 
direct other Ministers of Education in the 
country to that effect. (Cheers.) 

Before ending, Mr Chairman, Sir, I am 
merely sounding a note of warning on these 
secondary modern schools. · They have been 
quite good and they are proving_ most useful 
in the rural areas. In particular, I am very 
happy that, in my constit'!lency, secondary 
modern scho9ls are a success. The only 
thing which my electorate has asked · the 
Minister of Education to look into is whether 
the length of time in modern schools can be 
extended. (Interruptions.) 

Chief Osuntokun: The last speaker has 
complained about Mr Oniyeye (laughter). 
He said Mr Oniyeye had been terminated and 
he _expected the. Minister of. Education to look 
into ~hat. (Laughter) , I think he means 

that the appointment of Mr Oniyeye has been 
terminated-(interruptions). His correct 
n_ame is M r Eyeye. (Laught~r.) 

. Alhaji Z. A. Opal eye: Mr Chairman, 
Sir, it is not correct to say that the primary 
education scheme of the V{ estern Region is 
poor. ~ can give a practical example. My 
own daughter also experienced the same 
thing. After passing out from the primary 
s~;hool, she gained admission into a Secondary 
Grammar ·School. Mr Chairman, I would 
like to refer Members of the Opposition to 
Hansard of the Eastern House of Assembly. 
A member of the Government side there said 
"You will agree with me Sir, that in our 
Primary Schools, the standard of efficiency of 
education" advancement is getting · lower and 
lower every year". Therefore, Sir, our 
Free Primary Education is the best in the 
country. (Cheers.) 

· Finally, Sir, · hon. Olamigoke mentioned 
that he congratulated the Minister of Educa­
tion in regard to . the work in his Ministry. 
I would like to associate myself with these 
remarks. I now come to other Members 
who would like to criticise the Ministry to be 
very, very careful. · (Interruptions.) We have 
heard· from the Government side what 
Government has spent on its Primary 
Education. (Interruptions.) Definitely our 
standard of education is the highest in the 
Federation. You will be surprised to hear 
Sir, that the Free Primary Education in the 
East has been aboli~hed. (Interruptions.) 

Mr J. 0. Abiosun: ' Mr Chairman, in the 
first place...,--(interruptions)- the education 
system in the Western Region is moving well 
- (cheers)-but the method of approach is 
faulty. What is worth doing at all is worth 
doing well. When the Primary Education 
was started in 1955, I can remember and 
those of us who were here could remember, 
that we were jubilating, thinking that 
everything would go on like that, but, at a 
certain stage, the experiment flopped. 

Somebody hrui said something about age 
group. The Minister of Education will be 
helping the nation a great deal if he can 
consider the age to enter school by children 
from the rural areas and the children from 
urban areas. Mr Chairman, Sir, ii: will be 
helping 'the nation a great deal if the present 
syllabus is looked into and, if possible, the 
Minister should be advised to m ake a general 
scheme for uniformity of purpose so that · , 
what is being taught in one school is taught 
in another. 
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What move !s Gove~·nment making ·· to it has gone on for more· than ten years arid ~ 

think that it needs some. radical change. 
utilise these buildings? What is good for the (Interruptions.) · 
goose ·is good for the gander. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, more attention is being Mr Chairman, Sir, because of the principle 
paid to boys' secondary · grammar schools of . automatic promotion, whether children 

do well or not they are shifted from one Class 
at the ·expense of girls' .secondary schools. to another at the end of the year. _This is a 
If you .look round, you see many gids very unpopular scheme. This unpopular 
angling for secondary education. scheme was introduced by the first Minister ·· 
. . Grants.-! think it will be good if the of Education, MrS. 0. Awokoya. When this. 
Minister finds means to · see that schools scheme was introduced in this Region, people 
make judicious use of . the grants made to thought th'at it would bring some good· for ·the 
them. In some cases the grants are used to people of the Region. But now, in the end, 
build Headmaster's offices and in other cases we have come to see that, instead of being a 
these Headmasters are not entitled to Head- ·help to the people, it is a trouble. More or 
master's offices. less it is doing more harm than good. 

Supervisors.- Mr Chairman, I do not · I have abo11t six .. children. When I say 
support the removal of school Supervisors. six children I am talking of those inside and 

. These are a set of people who have delivered outside of my house. (Laughter.) · Some of 
· Government from the hands of fraudulent these children have been managed up to 

managers. Many of these local managers are primary six stage. What I do from time to 
complete illiterates. (Interruptions.) If Gov- - time is to hire a private teacher for them to 
emment sends away these people, schools · coach them. (Interruptions.) · So that I 
will suffer greatly. Many schools will be put have to -say that this very system should be 
to great disadvantage ·if these men are changed to allow boys and girls to get real 
removed. Let the Supervisors continue in ·· education no matter how costly it may be. 
office. They sliould not go. If we want to be properly educated we must 

· foot the bill. .., · · 
Mr Chairman, Sir, we are very happy to 

hear that an Inquiry is going on to ascertain 
the ainount of fees being charged in secondary 
grammar schools in the Region. It will 
be good if the Inquiry is not thrown away 
as in the case of the Delumo Cocoa Inquiry. 
Some fraudulent people should be prosecuted 
after the inquiry. 

Another system of education is · that of 
Secondary Modem Schools. When they go 

. there they pay from about £13 to £20 a 
· year as school fees. (Interruptions.) 

Mr Chairman, we have some Muslim 
schools in the Region. (Interruptivns.) I 
want rhe schools to be given good and 
adequate Arabic teachers. (Government 
Bent;hes: What are you? 

I am a shadow Minister of Finance. 
(Prolonged laughter.) 

Mr Chairman, Sir, there should be a great 
deal of re-orientation in the siting of Trade 
Centres in this Region. (Interruptions.) . Jt 
will be good if examination fees are completely 
abolished. In those days we never paid a 
farthing but now-a-days .... .. (interruptions.) 

Mr J• A. Ajuwon: Mr Chairman, Sir, 
point of order; Order 29 (5): Members shall 
not make unseemly interruptions while any 
Member is speaking. 

Mr Riemu: · Mr Chairman, Sir, I rise 
to support that the sum of £5 be reduced 
from the Ministry of Education Head of the 
Estimates. I must draw the attention of this 
House to the present free primary education · 

Chief Osuntokun: Mr Chairman, Sir, 
hon. Atohengbe is sleeping. It is because of 
the boring speech of the hon. Member . •. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr Riemu: I now come, Mr Chairman, 
Sir, to my point-that .of the- secondary 
modem school- which is said to help those 
boys and girls who ·were unable to .gain 
admission to se~ondary grammar schools. 
The . point that I am trying to make is that 
that system cannot work because boys 
and girls who leave that school have nothing 
to do.. Apart from that fact, Mr Chairman, 
they know nothing at all. I know that when 
one of our Members on this side of the House 
made this point a few minutes ago ~omebody 
on that side, I think .an Alhaji, got up to tell 
us the number of children who have passed · 
out from primary schools to secondary 
modern schools nnd who, perhaps, are doing 
well at present. I would like to tell the 
Alhaji that as far as that is concerned the 
children who are doing well in the secondary 
modern schools are those whose parents find 
time after their days· work to lecture them on 
what to do and what not to do with -reference 
to their lessons. 

•· t· 
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· Mr Chairman, Sir, in those good old days 
when · many ·parents were illiterates they 
entrusted the ·education of their children in 
the hands. of the t~achers, 'but, today, teachers 
ar~ doing nothing, due perhaps to the very 

. bad curriculum. Today . if you boast by 
saying "we sent in about fifty children to 
take the entrance examination to King's 
College and 48 passed", that may be attributed 
to the amount of work done .by the children's 
parents themselves. . That is just one point. 
Mr Chairman, Sir, in any case, before I leave 
this point I would like to recommend to the 
Minister to re-introduce the old standard VI, 
no matter the cost to us. I have said before 
that we are prepared to pay for 'education. 

Another point, Mr Ch.airmari, is the 
shortage of Government secondary schools 
for girls in this Region, particularly in the 
Midwest. Throughout the Midwest area there 
is not one Government-sponsored Grammar 
School for ·girls.. One thing that really 
embarrasses me about that is that when 
I hear over the radio that the Premier is 
opening · one Girls' Secondary School at 
Oyo; another one at Ogbomosho-all Govern­
ment sponsored-I begin to think of my own 
place. There shou)J have been equal 

' opportunities for boys and . girls in this 
Region as far as .education is concerned. If 
such opportunities do exist in some parts of 
this Region they should be extended at least 
to the ....... .. 

Mr Chairman:· Order, order. The hon. 
gentleman's time is up. 

Mr Riemu: Mr Chairman, .Sir, I move 
that ·the £5 be cut off, ·whether the Minister 
likes it or not. . 

. The Minister of Education (Dr S. D. 
Onabamiro): Mr Chairman, Sir, I rise 
to oppose that Motion that was moved on my 
Ministry's Head of the Estimates; and, in 
opposing it, I would like to answer some 
of the criticisms levelled at my Ministry. 

First of all, I notice that Members of the 
Opposition Benches have showered some 
encomiums on me. I would like to say that 
a number of policies which w.e are prosecuting 
now were not necessarily originated by me. 
A number of thep1 had been in the offing, and 
1 must pay tribute to my predecessor in 
office who had actually started to re-organise 
a number of these. (Applause). Also, I 
would like . to pay tribute to my coll~ague, 
the Regional Minister in my Ministry. We 
work in conjunction, and there is not one 
policy that could be attributed to one 
individual. (Applause). 

Now in proceeding let me refer to a··p.~int · 
.which was made about the gross abuse which 
a number of school proprietors made on. the ·· 
collection of 5s per pupil. That was a very···· . 
good point. In paying grants for other 
expenses for schools ~t the rate of Ss per 
pupil, we have found out that, in truth, 
they had been abused by some proprietors by 
writing fictitious names in classes in .order to 
collect Ss per pupil. Therefore, we have 
now re-organised that section of our educa­
tional administration. From now onward, · 
grants will be per class-a definite amount' 
of money will be paid per class, whether 
there are ten pupils in the class, or thirty 
pupils in the class, or forty in the class, there 
will be so much per class, and that abuse will 
be eradicated thereby. 

Mr Chaim1an, Sir, there is one very obvious 
point made by an hon. Member which 
I would like to go over. ·The Member ' 
has opposed the inclusion in the Estimates of 
the . po$t of Chief Technical Officer and· ·· 
Principal, Technical College. · In this partic­
ular instance, it is not possible for one man to 
do . the two jobs. The Chief Technieal 
Officer is the man in charge of Headquarters'· . 
administration on technical education. He 
is in ' the Ministry. His office is just about 
two blocks away from mine. He co-ordinates 
all the work in the Trade Centre and Tech- · 
nical Coilege. The Principal, Technical 
College, is physically situated at the Technical 
Co)lege. That is · the reason why no one 
single person could do the ~ro tasks together. 

{Opposition Benches: Squan<krmania !) 

A Member has mentioned~ Mr Chairman, 
that Government should bear in mind the lot 
of "C" teachers-uncertificated teachers. 
If the hon. Member had read his Estimates 
carefully he- would see, that item 34 puts in a 
new provision which wasn't there last year­
£150,000-which is a large sum of money to 
provide for the superannuation of untrained 
non-Government teachers when they are 
going to retire. That signifies the attention 
which Government is paying to the welfare 
of . our teachers, particularly those of them . 
who are untrained, so that when they reach 
their age limi~ they have something to provide 
for their old age. 

· Examination Fees.-We do not intend to 
allow examination fees to pay for all the 
expenses incurred on the examination. If 
it were so, primary school children would · 
be paying about 15s to take their examination, 
and Grade II would be paying, say, £5, the 
same as the fees for the School Certificate 
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~nd other overseas examinations. They are 
very high, because we have to pay examiners 
handsomely. .We have to choose them care­
fully. They have to be very well qualified 
in order that they may mark papers con­
scientiously. That is why we have to 
include in the Estimates a sum of money . 
to subsidise the expenditure on examination. 

Broadcasting and Television Sets for Rural 
Areas.-We all know that at the ' present 
time. we can only have television sets under 
two factors- you have to have electricity . 
and then you have to be within a certain 
given radius of Ibadan or Iko.rodu. If you 

·are outside that area you will not get good · 
reception. Now if more towns get electricity 
within that radius it will be · possible for 
schools and Colleges to be supplied with 
television· sets and we do supply the schools 
free of charge. At the moment, as ··a matter 
of fact, it may interest hon. Members to 
know. that we are entering into consultation 
with a German firm at Dugbe in Ibadan to 
examine the possibilitY of providing battery 
operated television sets. (Applause). If 
we get battery opera'ted television sets_, 
then schools .. within the receiving radius of 
the transmitting Centre in the rural areas will 
also be provided with sets. 

Electn'city and Water Supply.-The hon~ 
Member · opposing that item suggests . that 
a sum· of £20,000 was allocated to me and 
my Regional Minister to cook our food ip 
our houses. I wonder, since the two of us are 
not . cooking human beings, why we should 
need all that money. He also asked why we 
do not use firewood. That was rather 
amusing. ' Amusing in the sense that some 
of us had been using electricity for cooking 
our food before we contested elections into 
the House of Assembly and the continuation 
of the use of electricity is not necessarily 
something new to us. The hon. Member 
was, a few years ago, a Grade III trained 

. teacher who is now riding a chevrolet' car-:­
(Laughter)- so · that if a man can improve 
tremendously within a few years · it should 
not be grudged some of us who use electricity 
in our houses, But that is by the way. 

The sum of £20,000 is not meant for the 
Ministers. It is meant for the payment of 
electricity Bills in the Government educa­
tional institutions-the Government College, 
Ibadan, Government College, Ughelli, Que­
en's School, Ede, Edo College and the 
Government Teacher Training Colleges--:­
about seven institutions. That is the reason 
for the .inclusion of that sum of money. 

It is absolutely erroneous to say that the 
amount of money was . for two Ministers 
to pay for electricity: I wish it were so, 
but it is not so. · 

. , .The question raised ·about the only 
·Teacher Training College is as to the inclu­
sion of stucients from Eastern Nigeria. 
This is a matter which we . are looking . into. 
I promise the hon. Member . that we shall 
examine the matter. · 

Concerning the termination of Mr Ayeye, 
I shall also look into the matter; but may. I 
say one thing. There are Government 
institutions, which are few, and there are 

· institutions wholly owned by voluntary 
agencies. The proprietors of these intitu­
tions have the sole right to appoint, transfer, 
discipline and dismiss teachers.· Government 
does not interfere with the internal admin~ 
istration of 'voluntary agencies with respect 
to the appointment and termination of their 
teachers. That is not to say that Gove.rn­
ment is absolutely oblivious of the welfare 
of the teachers. It will be absurd to say that 
a teacher who has rendered twenty-two years 
meritorious service will by termination "of 
appointment forfeit his pension right. · That 
will be preposterous. I cannot believe it. · 

I 

. Concerning the raising of school age, I 
note that two Members have . mentioned this 
point. I would like to. correct one misunder­
standing. This is the question of what I 
may ·call lack of knowledge of educational 
psychology. Intelligence is not restricted 
to habitation. A child in: the rural area 
does not suffer ·in intelligence compared 
with the child in an urban area. Intelli­
gence is inborn. A child has it or hasri't 
got it. It is born with the child. It is not 
given at school; so that to say that a child 
in a rural area should be kept at home for 
seven years· before he goes to school in order 
to keep abreaM of another child from a 
tovmship area who goes to school at six is 
simply absurd. Intelligence is inborn. It is 
not given. Therefore the school age should 
be uniform. Whether from a township area 
or .from a rural area, it is what is given 
that needs examining.· We must make sure 
that the teachers we locate to the rural areas ' 
are as good as those in the tow:nship areas. · 

Arabic teachers.-' - For the information of 
han. Members, may I say that Government 
is already doing a lot to safeguard the teaching 
of Arabic in moslem schools, and, as a matter 
of fact, Government has a committee which is 
empowered to examine potential teacl~ers, 
and as soon as teachers are qualified from 
the examinations . given by the committee 
they are posted to the schools. Six months 

~.. .. ' 
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ago a man came from Egypt to examine the 
question of teaching Arabic in Western 

· Niger:ia. He was greatly impressed by what_ 
we are already doing, and what he suggestetl. 
is now being examined: · He has· promised 
us ·teachers from Egypt to come here to 
lecture in Arabic and we told him we shall 
welcome them and · th~t if they can work in 
our schools we shall encourage them. 

I . have only got two points more. So£ne­
body raised a point of Primary Schools: he 

· said that he had about six children, and I 
corrected him saying, does he mean five and 
half or six and half? .and he said_:_(Interrup­
tions)--:-that we should scrap out educational 
system. May I just say that. if the. Western 
Nigeria' started a scheme which ;was opposed 
for some years but later the same scheme 
was started by th'e Federal , Government, and 
later it was attempted by the Eastern Govern­
ment and in the North ·(grand plans are being 
made by. the Northern Government to . start 
the scheme seven years afterwards), who is 
-the first and who is the best? 

Thirdly, when a boys' school is approved 
for"opening, it will only quil}ify for £10,000 
grant for building, whereas a girls' school 
qua.lifies for £15,000. If anybody is going 
to open a school now we will ask . him; 
"What about the boys' school in the area? 
Can't you' provide for a girls' school?" In 
connection with this point, may I say that I 
wep.t all the way to Benin to have a discussion 
with His Highness Oba . Akenzua to decide 
the future of Edo. College. I asked: "Will 
the Binis like to build a newly designed Edo 
College for boys alone or for boys and girls?" 
And he said they would prefer it to be for 
boys and girls. We have told our architects 
to remodify" that plan so that special dormi­
tories could be provided for girls so that 
adequate educational facilities c,an be opened 
for girls in the Midwest in a very large 
Government School. All these I am men- . 
tioning to convince you that the Government 
is aware of the rise in the population of 
girls and we are taking adequate measures to 
provide adequate faCilities for them when they 
are old enough to go to school. • 

Opposition Benches: It is not encourag- With. these remarks, I beg to oppose the 
ing; it is the automatic promotion that is amen~ent. . 
bad in it). Amendment put and negatived. 

The fact is that other Governments are Question that the sum of £8,807,980 for 
now making plans to follow us. (Opposition Head 329-Ministry of Education-stand 
Benches: No; protiwtion there is not automatic part of the Schedule, put and agreed to. · 
but on merit). 

HEAD 707.-UNIVF,RSITY OF IFE 
The-last poiri.t is. about education for girls - ·· · 

in this Region. What the hon. Member Question proposed that the sum of £1 ,OOO,OQO 
. said is sound _concerning the rise in the under Head 707-University of Ife-stana · ~ 
population of girls in grammar schools. part of the Schedule. -
When we started the Free Primary Education Mr Omokowajo: Mr Chairman, Sir, 
in 1955, the proportion of girls to boys was I think the Minister of Education is very . 
1 :4 in schooL · Last year, the proportion of . . intelligent and as such, I have to withdraw. 
·girls to boys rose to 3 :4 and our Statisticians the Amendment. (Laughter). ··· 
have told us that, four years to come, the 
propot•tion will rise and will be equal to 4.4 Question put and agreed to . 
(Interruptions). That is the reason why we 
have re-adjusted all our plans to take cogni-

. sance of -the right number of girls. We are 
· using the measures fully and I want the 

Opposition Members to listen carefully. 
~ 'When a boy's Grammar School is established, 

it will not qualify for grants for two and half 
years minimum, but when a Girls Grammar 
School is established, from the very word "go'! 
it will qualify for a grant- a special favour for 
girls schools. 

Last year, thirteen new Grammar Schools 
were approved for opening: of the thirteen, 

·eight were for girls and only the rest for 
• boys. Of the remaining five, two were 

mixed for boys and gids; only thr~e were 
purely for boys alone. 

HEAD 725.- MINISTRY OF EDUCATION ·, 
' . ~ I ·-., 

Question proposed that the sum of £444,000 
for Head 725- :(v!inistry of Education-
stand part of the Schedule. · 

Mr Okumagba: Mr Chairman this is .. ~ 
perhaps. the most important item ' to me aria 
I should have regretted it a great deal if I was · 
not given an opportunity to criticise ·the 
Estiffiate.' · · ' · .. 

Mr Chairman I ~ise to move that thi~ H~~ · 
be reduced by .[,5. We are interested in ' 
offering valuable criticisms under this> Head 
because we are confident that we •have-a 
Minister who is not only able but has tlie 
courage to face the facts and i 'We ·have b:hd. . 
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sufficient evidence that he realises that there 
are faults, major faults, in our educational 
system and he is doing his little bit to correct 
them. I refer here to his recent attempt to 
investigate abuses in the Primary Schools by 
most Management Committees of different 
Council areas who appoint teachers that 
are not required- Management Committees 
who spend the grants paid by the Govern­
merit indiscriminately. Of recent, we, have 
had another evidence of the boldness of this 
Minister in seeing that these mistakes are 
corrected: he has instituted a ·Commission 
of Enquiry to investigate the payment of ' 
unnecessary fees _in our Secondary Schools. 
Since we are satisfied ·that the Minister 
himself agrees \vith the general public at least 
that there are' faults ·1n our educational 
system it is up to us to co-operate with him 
by offering useful criticisms. 

Now, J think . it is time we considered 
whether these Counicls in the Region should 
not be prevented from having a hand in the 
running of our Primary Schools. I feel that 
politics should be divested completely from 
our Ministry of Education, arid the only way 
in which we can do it is to remove the control 
of these schools completely from these 
Councils. Most of the corruption and the 
weakness in the system are due primarily to 
these Councillors having a hand and being 
fearless in misappropriating or mishandling 
the funds provided for the running of these 
schools. ··Most of the Councils are controlled 
by the Government party. That alone gives 

.. them the boldness to violate the provisions 
of the Education Law without fear as to 
whether there will be any blame or not. 
1 am of the opinion that if most of these . 
Councils school are controlled by the Inspec­
torate · Division of our Ministry of Education, 
there will be much imprdvement. The time .. 
has come ·when' we should reconsider giving 
the various Missions a ·great share in the 
Estimates 'qf . our Primary Schools. The 
argument in . the •past has been that these 
Missions interfere a great deal with the ...... 

Mr J. 0 . Oye: Point of Order. The 
point he is raising is irrelevant. (Opposition 
Benches: Sit down. What Order?) 

Mr Okumagba: Mr Chairman, I gave 
notice to speak on the various Heads of 
Education. ' It is unfortunate that I had'nt 
the opportunity of speaking at the proper 
time and I had assurance from the Chairman 
that I · should be given my time. Mr Chair-
man, I think that it is ... . ..... . .. .. ...... . ...... .. . 

Chief Osuntokun: Mr Chairman, you 
will agree that he has been making irrelevant 
points on this particular Head. 

M r Okuma gba: I think, Mr Chairman, 
that the time has come when we should 
reconsider whether the Missions should not 
be given a greater share in the Estimates .for 
these schools. The only point we have to 
guard against if we decide to do that is to 
remove the entire contrbl of salaries of these 
teachers from the Voluntary Agencies and th'e 
Mission Authorities.. If that is done, I do 
not think there is any possibility of their doing 
anything that will cause any dissatisfaction 
in the running of our Primary Schools. 

There is a section of Ministry activity 
which I wish to criticise. I refer to the 
utilisation of building grants. (Interruptions). 

' . 
Mr Chairman : Order, Order. The 

speaker has left the topic under discussion. 

Mr Okumagba: Mr Chairman, Sir, if 
the Minister· · concerned and the people 
concerned are so worried and · they are not 
ready to accept criticisms from this side of 
the House I think the better thing is for us to 
leave them to carry on with their mistakes .. 
I would therefore direct my attention to the 
section dealing with grants and the us.e of 
grants . 

I think that in the Golonial days the grants 
paid by the Government wer.e supervised 
from the headquarters. I was surprised to 
hear that the .Minister considered it necessary 
to institute a Commission of Enquiry before 
knowing all the facts affecting fees that are 
charged in various Secondary Schools. 
That means that the set-up of the Ministry . 
has deteriorated in efficiency that it is not 
possible for the Minister to know, right from 
the Headquarters, . that many things are 
going unsatisfactorily in the various 
Secondary Schools in the Western Region. I . 
think the efficiency of the Ministry of Educa­
tion is open to some criticism because it 
should have been possigle for the Minister to · 
kno\Y what is ·:..vrong with the fees charged in 
various Secondary Schools without institu­
ting this Commission of Enquiry. 

Mr Chairman, the Minister often remarks 
in broadcasts and in public pronouncements 
that boarding establishments should b~ 
discouraged in our Secondary Schools so as 
to get more students into our Secondary 
Schools. Does he think .that the boarding . · 
system will not help· very much and that it 
will harm the efficiency of our schools? I do 
not think that we cari agree with the Minister 
of Education on this score. To be able to 

·' 
·' 
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take in more students, I think the problem 
· will be solved by erecting or building more 
. schools. · 

With these few remarks, Sir, I beg to 
m~ve that the Head be reduced by £5. 

Amendment put and negatived. 
Question that the sum of £444,000 for 

Head . 725~Ministry of Education~stand · 
part of the Schedule, put and agreed to. 

HEAD 330.~MINISTRY OF 
HEALTH AND SOCIAL WELFARE 

Question proposed that the sum of £2,189,350 
for Head 330~Ministry of Health ·and 
Social Welfare~stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr G. I. Oviasu (Benin Ceptral West): 
Mr Chairman, Sir, I would like to move that 
this Head be reduced by £5. 

Barely . two years ago th,is Go,vernment 
set up a Commission of Inquiry to investigate 
ways and means of improving the Medical 
Service in Western Nigerift. We were very 
happy upon the step taken by the Govern­
ment; we believed that was going to usher 
in a new. era for the National Health Scl;leme. 
The Commission, Sir, did their work, up till 

· tllis day, we have not received the report of 
the Commission. We would like the Minis­
ter of Health and . Social Welfare to tell this 
House why that report was not published. 
It is a scandalous 'waste of money to appoint 
a Commission of Inquiry to do sometlllng by 
the Government and that such Commission 
never cares to prepare its report; or if the 
report is prepared, why has the Government 
failed · to present .the rep,art as a sessional 
paper ·before the lt~gislature? If the Govern-

. ment has nothing to hide we call for the 
report of that Commission. 

The second point I would like to make, Sir, 
relates to hospital fees . I think it is not fair 

. that Ministers, Legislators, high ranking · 
Civil Servants, and in fact Civil Servants of all 
grade~ for that matter, should be exempted 
from payment of hospital fees, while poor 
peasants who are struggling to make even 
£10 a year are being asked to pay hospital 
fees. This Government is aiming at socialist 
democracy and the way to give practical 

. effect to this is to socialise our services. 
Such an impor tant service should be free to 
everybody. Hospitals in this country should 
be.· recognised · as conunercial institutions. 
Either the . hospital fees be completely .aboli:. 
shed or every body that attends the hospital 
should pay, but ·I support ·that hospital 
fees should be completely abolished. With · 

· 1 

the clouble taxation now coming before · "us:. 
development contribution of 6d in the £1, . I 
do not see the reason why the hospitals should 
continue to take money from anybody . 

·The third point is tha.t the standard of our 
hospitals is · very low, in fact lower · than 
that: of some Mission hospit~ls . I wish the 
Minister to pay a flying visit and examine 
the work of such hospitals, see their equip­
ment and compare them with those in 
Government Hospitals. He · will find that 
our hosp'itals are very much below . the 
standard expected of them. It is common 
in .. our Hospitals to see patients ··often lying 
on the floor. This terrible situation should 
be remedied. Also, blood banks and X -ray 
should be introduced into all hospitals in 
the Region. At the moment I do not think 
there is more than one hospital having blood 
banks and X-ray equipment in Western 
Nigeria. Those who know about the struggle 
for life-saving will realise the importance 
of having such things. 

The fourth point I would '!ike to stress 
concerns the Pharmacists. This Region is 
short by not less than thirty Pharmacists and 
Government finds it difficult to recruit the 
services of Pharmacists into the Region's 
Hospitals. The reason is that the Pharma­
cists are not well paid. 

Anot~er 'point is that there is a growing 
need for pharmaceutical services in this 
Region: I recommend· to the Minister of 
Health and Social WeJfare that he should 
take charge of this and see that Pharm:acists 
in the Civil Service are paid salaries commen­
surate with their responsibilities and academic 
qualifications. · · · 

With these few remarkS, Sir, Mt Chairman, 
I beg to move . 

Mr Atohengbe: Mr Chairman, in 
supporting this amendment that this head . 
of expenditure be reduced by £5, I have the 
following remarks to make . 

It is alll(ged that, up to now, midwifery 
examinations are being done · orally. It is·· 
an allegation as I have said, and the truth of 
it is left to the Minister to disprove. It may 
well have been intended by· the Govern­
ment to see that these examinations are done 
orally, but the !)tate of the students, or 
perhaps those who are to subject themselves 
to these examinations, is not s1tfeguarded 
enough because doctors are hutnan beings. 
They have their own weakne::;ses. It may 
be that the doctors' weaknesses as ·.a result 
of using , their own discretion may affect 
adversely the forti.mes of those who are subject 
to these examinations. 
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Now, Sir, I happened to visit the 'Benin 

X-Ray Department. I noticed there that 
the department is not fully equipped; it is not 
supplied with up-to-date apparatus. · In · 
order that the X-_ray department will be able 
to cope with its 'business it should be suffi­
ciently equipped. For instance, it is not 
supplied with a 'drier; it is not supplied with a 
rack. · The result of an X-ray department not · 
having drier can be seen from the fact that 
people · from · Auchi, people from Sapele, 
Warri ·and the neighbouring places would 
come there to take their X-ray photographs; 
perhaps if there are smaller .units with which 
these X-ray photographs are taken the 
negatives would be sent there for c,levelop­
ment as soon as they are developed, they 
ought to have been dried with a quick drier so 
that they can have the negative to go back 
with in good time .. . But they may be delayed; 
may be before the photographs are out the 
patients may have died or perhaps may have · 
suffered adversely. You will agree with me 
that an X-ray department without a drier is 
not complete. 

At page 78 of the Estimates, Sir, we observe 
a lot of allowances but the one I would like 
to touch is under sub-head 1, item 312, which 
reads "Inducement Allowances". Although 
it is a good thing to induce staff in order that 
we might get the best service out of them, 
yet the more Government discourages induce­
ment the inore it will have staff to remain 
inside the services . because we were informed 
that the Region ·is short of doctors. This 
is well proven in the case of the Benin General 
Hospital. It does not actually mean that we 
do not have enough doctors for employment 
but inducement allowance has become such 
a permanent feature that one who is not given 
such inducement will get out of it; so I think 
that Government should now try to discou­
rage, somehow, such inducement allowances. 

The Social Welfare Department in Benin 
is encouraging . when ,one considers how it 
began, the last stage of it and the present 
stage of it as well; butone fault there is that a 
Socia1 Welfare Department should have 
attached to it a Remand Home. We have 
a Juvenile Court there and I understood the 
Minister has mentioned a few days ago that 
the Remand Home in Sapele will serve Benin. 
I think the distance will interfere ·adversely, 
so much so that· it would have been better for 
Benin to have its remand home attached to the 
juvenile cotlrt institution there as well as 
the Social Welfare Departm~:nt. 

Under . Sub-head 7 we notice that a 
comfortable sum of money xs allocated for 

., 

grants generally. We understood that some 
hospitals in the Region have not been bene-. 
f1ting from this Government's grant; for 
instance, Zuma Memorial Hospital, Irrua. 
That hospital is well equipped. It has 
served the people all over that area very 
efficiently and properly too. I think such 
hospitals should be encouraged by way of 
grant. 

With these few rem~rks, I beg to support 
the Amendment. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Labour (Mr J. 0. Odigie): I 
only want to reinind the hon. the last Speaker 
that the Zuma Memorial Hospital at Irrua 
has got a grallt of £1,500 from !shan Divi­
sional Council. 

Opposition Bench: Are you from I shan} 
Yes, I .am from Ishan. You do not know 

anything about Ishan (Cheers). 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Midwe~t Affairs (Mr B. E. 0. 
Osagie): I would like to mention that a 
provision of £20,000 has been made in the 
current year's estimate, 1962-63, for a 
Remand Home in Benin City. (Cheers). 

Amendment proposed. 

Mr S. 0. Oyewole (Ibadan Central 
West): I beg to support the Amendment 
that head 330 be reduced by £5. In support­
ing the last speaker on this side of the House 
on this very Head 330, I should like to make 
some remarks about Public Health Inspectors 
under this very Ministry. 

Item 159. What I want to point out under 
this - item is· the way and mariner these 
inspectors do perform their business. 
During last year when the election was about 
to be held in Ibadan they sent these people 
to Ibadan farms and village's just to threaten 
and to punish the ·villagers and farmers 
that they mutt get salga whereas in tlw 
bush or in the villages I do not think they 
need any salga. They can go to the forest. 
(Government Benches: Shame shame). · They 
only wanted to use them as instruments 
of oppression at that time; that is why 
I dislike the way and manner they 'perform 
their duties. · 

·Again, Sir, they know that in · Ibadan 
here ever before this Government · took 
over from ·the British Government we had 
better water since 1942- good one · for 
drinking. They thought that the villages · 
also must get good water. They made 
provision that they should dig s<Jme wells and 
they gave the money to·. tl;le Chairman of 
these Ibadan District Councils-:-'--£80 . fqr 
each well. What happened? These people 

.. ' 
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failed · to take instructions from health 
inspectors. When the health inspectors 
would advise them to have -a well on a certain 
spot these people would refuse; they would 
say no. · They would go- to a hidden place 
where they know they can dig up to almost 
sixty feet before they can get water. These 
people did not .want to listen to health 
inspectors in order to get good water. 

Now, leaving that point, I just jump on to 
Minister's allowance of £480. At this time of 
austerity measures I do not think that it is 
good for any Minister tq have allowances. 
They can serve their country if they so wish 
to do without even getting allowances. 

Sub-head 2, page 79: I ·wonder why 
£95,000 should have been book€d or arranged 
for these local transport and travelling 
expenses alone, whereas last year it was just 
£33,000. There were no austerity measui·es 
that time, but this year of aus.terity measure.,. ; 

(Government Benches :··services ·are increas­
ing). 

How do you lmow? This one, I do not 
see to it. It is a sheer· waste of money. 

The same on page 79 sub-head 19. 
You have there "Medical Supplies Drugs and 
Equipment". ·What I want to say about 
that is that in Ibadan' here, we have better 
hospitals like Adeoyo, but at· the same 
time the nurses who are serving in these 
hospitals do not care for the things in the 
hospitals. The people who are supervising 
them · are wasting our drugs. Some of them 
were caught when they, were trying to 
play dishonest games, . One man has just 
spoken there, the hon Mr Agbaza. He 
complained that a girl was sick sometime, 
and that at the same time he went to a certain 

· doctor. He complained to the doctor but 
the ,doctor said that because it was on a 
Sunday he could not see anybody, and he 
failed to attend the man's daughter until 
that one died. It is a bad practice. It 
will be nice of the Minister in charge of 
this Ministry to try and lecture or to advise 
his doctors as well as nurses. Some of them 
are cruel to the patients. These nurses are 
wicked. They drive and ·treat patients like 
goats. 

Anyhow, with these few remarks, I beg to 
rriove that the amount be reduced by £5. 

The Minister of Health and Social 
-Welfare (Chief J. 0. Osuntokun): Mr · 
Chairman I am very gr;:tteful for the intelli-

gent contributions which Members have made 
under Head 330 and I would like to answer 
the various poi~ts which have been made. 

The hon. Member for Benin North-East 
said something about a Commission of 
Inquiry. It was quite true that Government 
set u'p a -commission of inquiry which is 
popularly known as "Thomas's · Inquiry" 
and the main purpose which that committee 
was to serve was to find out the possibility of 
integrating private practices with Govern­
ment practices. The idea of a national health 
scheme as stated by the speaker was not at · 
all s1:1ggested. As a matter of fact, we have 
not the resources, not only in the , vVestern 
Region but in the country as a whole, to run 
a national health scheme at present. In 
the United Kingdom where the national 
health scheme is being' run, it is being run 
with a great deal of difficulty with all sorts 
of problems cropping up day in and day out. · 

The report of the Thomas's Commission 
is already out and the Government is giving 
consideration to it and the decision of 
Government as far as policy is concerned is 
reflected in the White Paper which was laid 
at the table of this Hou~e by the hon. Minister. 
of Economic Planning and Community 
Development. I shall remind hon. Members 
by just citing one instance in that White 
Paper which covers our Six-year Development 
Programme. 

That programme . deals with industrial 
rehabilitation scheme or centres for which 
Government has voted a token sum of 
£27,000. When these schemes are effected 
they might become expanded and cost a 
great deal of money more · than we have at 
present, but much depends on the expe­
rience we gather as we work these various. 
schemes. It is therefore not correct to say 
that Government has not done anything about 
the report ·or that Government has wasted 
money by setting up a commission of enquiry 
without submitting the ·report to the Legis­
lature. 

The second point which the hon. Member 
made is about hospital fees. He complained 
that civil servants · at')d legislators should 
start to pay fees. May J say this, that this 
is a matter which is already agitating our 
minds. 

Mr Oviasu: Point of explanation. I 
did not say that. What I said was that 
people earning salaries go to hospitals 
without paying fees whilst poor peasants pay 
fees. 
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Chief Osuntokun: That is the same other parts of the Federation. This e·quip­
thing. Mr Chairman, what sometimes dist- ment is ordered specially from the United 
resses me . about my hon. Friend is his Kingdom. Unless the han. Member . is 
insistent denial of his statements on the floor suggesting that the equipment which we have 
of this House._ He said civil servants, ordered from U.K. is not good, then that 
legislators, etc., · are not paying hospitals point has not been well made. 
fees, whereas the poor peasants are paying He talked about blood bank and X-ray 
fees. As a matter of fact, I was going to plants. As a matter of fact, I had ariticipa­
speak in .his favour. ted the question of blood bank. He made the 

This matter is already receiving the atten- . same point last year. The question of blood 
tion of my Ministry. We are already bank is not something we should toy with. 
considering the wisdom of the possibility of It is a highly specialised sort of job . . . The 

· · Government could have felt concerned if 
making everybody pay hospital fees but it is as a result of iftck of a blood b.~. throughout 
not a matter which we, the Western Region the Region, lives are being lost in the hospitals .. · 
·Government, can conceive unilaterally. ·we 

. cannot do it in isolation. All the Govern- But the Government already had two alter-
natives to meet the need of the absence of a 

merit~ of the Federation must agree. We blood bank. I did explain this .to hon. 
have already initiated meetings of Ministers Members· last year and I will repeat it again. 
of Health in the whole Federation. We 
had the first meeting in Lagos, the Chairman Mr Chairman, the question of blood 
was Dr. Majekodunmi. The four of us met banks is not something we can toy with. 
and these are the various points which we We have, however, two alternatives to blood 
are considering from time to · time. We bank: by direct transfussion, that is taking 
cannot take any action without the backing · blood from a suitable person to another on 
of the other Governments in the Federation the spot without storing the blood: another 
otherwise the repercussion will be this. alternative is by the giving · of blood tablets 
If we start and the conditions of service for which we have' in many of our dispensaries. 
civil servants in other parts of the Federation The question of X-ray plant -was raised 
-say, in the East, the North or the Federation by the hon. Member again. May I say that 
-are much more better than ours, may I say a few _years ago, there were a number of 
that we stand ·, in danger of losing civil hospitals which were not equipped with 
servants to our counter-Parts. In ·fact the. X-ray plants but, today, - the situation has . 
same thing applies . in the matter of austerity changed considerably. As a matter of fact, 
measures which we have all been talking about. I cannot remember any hospital without 
To start with, .we felt that there should· not be X-ray plants at the moment. The only 
car -advances or allowances to civil servants, problem that·c faces ufi is the question . of · 
but eventually we discovered that if we only train~d technicians to man these X-ray plants 
pursued that line of action, then we, partie- · and Government is doing everything possible · 
ularly my Ministry, would stand in danger of to see that these plants ·are manned. We 
losing highly . qualified doctors, nursing· send boys overseas to come back as Radio­
sisters, etc., to other Governments. That is graphers and we also send boys to Lagos to . 
the reason why we cannot pursue these things become X-ray technicians and these will 
unilaterally. Once all the Governments then man these X-ray plants until such a 
agree toget~er, "A" cannot run to the East or time as we shall have an adequate number 
"Y" to the West because he already knows of Radiographers to ~an the various plants. 
that the conditions are uniform everywhere. 

' The third point is that the hon. Member 
alleged that the standard in the Government 
hospitals is lower than that in the Voluntary 
Agency hospitals, and he did menti9n a 
specific hospital. I must confess that I 
have never ·been· to any Baptist hospital but 
I shall make it a point of duty, as soon as the 
House adjourns, to pay a visit to this Baptist 
hospital and s~e things myself. About this 
point I can say in respect of Government 
hospitals that the standards of service, the 
equipment in all our Government hospitals, 
are the same all over the Region and in some 

· cases are even better than what obtains in 

The hon. Member for Benin Rural did say 
that the Grade II 'Midwives examination 
should no longer be oral. Well, as far as 
I am concerned, there is a national board 
which approves this examination. It ' is a 

. common examination throughout the Federa- · 
tion,. that is for the East, the North and the 
West. 

It is a common examination for both East 
and West and all the people know ·that this is · 
what is called "practical examination". 
If that is what the hon. Member means by 
oral examination, I do not see how we . can 
avoid practical examination in the Midwifery 
examination. Even the Doctors who are 

_. .. , 

.. ' .· ' 
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highly qualified also do practical examination 
before they pass out. 

I come now to the question of extra plants 
not being supplied to some of our hospitals. 
Yo~ should not forget that what obtains in 
England- a temperate country-is not neces­
sarily what obtains here. This is a tropical 
CO).lntry. The need for extra plants is not all 
that . absolutely necessary here. 

Then the same hon. ·Member from Benin 
Rural also mentioned the question of induce­
ment allowance. I think the trouble there 
is that he does not try to understand what 
that really means. The hon. Member him­
self agrees that there is a grave shortage of 

· doctors in the country. The shortage affects 
all the Governments of the Federation and 
it is a question which we must tackle success­
fully together. Until we have enough 
number of indigenous officers-that is Nige­
rians-fully qualified a~ doctors to man these 
various posts we will have to continue 
bringing people from the United Kingdom, 

. from the U.S.A., from Canada, from Western 
Germany etc., and these people are what we 
call "expatriate staff11

• One of the conditions 
of service for expatriate staff is that we must 
induce them to come down here. That is 
why we have inducement allowance. Yyith­
out this inducement allowance we will not 
get these expatriate officers tci " come to" us. 

' 
in the Six-year Development Plan and I did 
point out that already we have a Remand 
Home at Sapele. We also hav'e a Remand 
Home at Warri. Sapele is thirty-three miles 
from , Benin. Warri is thirty miles from 
Sapele. There is also a Juvenile Court at 
Benin. 

The policy is that wherever you have a 
Juvenile Court you should try also to provide 
a Remand Home. I have already said that 
this question: is being looked into. I mean 
that it is in the .Six-year Development 
Programme. You cannot do everything 
in_ one year. 

The'n to the question raised· by the hon. 
Member for Ibadan. It is unfortunate 
Sir that the hon. Member who has just spoken 
has not done his duty. What I mean is that 
-he has not used his own language. My hon. 
colleague the Minister of Home Affairs has 
not seen to his education. If he has seen to 
his education he ·would have known the 
difference between public health inspectors -
and sanitary overseers. There are two 
groups of people: One is employed by 
Government and the other by the Local 

·· Government. He again went further Sir by 
suggesting that· there is 'no need for Ibadan 
to have lavatories. (Laughter). He said 
there is no need for that because people can 
go to the bu~h. 

I have almost forgotten a point which the He again criticised local transport and 
hon. Member for Benin Central made. travelling expenses. I had ··an occasion to 
I am very grateful to the hon. Member and I ·· reply to· that poinLon the floor of this House 
would like to say how very highly I appreciate this morning and I do not think I have any.: 
it. The point is about the salary of Phar- thing more to add to what I have said. · 
macists. Our pharmacists are as well paid 
as other Pharmacists in other parts of the He also alleged that drugs are taken out of ._ ·, 
Federation. Until all the other Governments hospitals in order to practise what-(Interrup- . ii,; 
consider the possibility of raising their salary tions)-·Well, that suggests that the hon . ... _ ,. 
there is nothing we can do at this end. If Gentleman is privy to this particular practice, · 1 

we take any unilateral action it is this hon. because he said that people patronise them ' 
Member who will eventual-ly criticise us as outside. If the hon. Member is serious '· . · } 
.not contributing towards the unity of the · about his allegation, I thin!~ it is his normal .'. . 
country. The other Governments can meet . duty, as a Member of this Legislature; and .. . \. 
and decide that the money that is being paid as a representative of a section of the Ibadan · _ ·;,f 
these Pharmacists is not much. There is community, to make a report of this practice _ \; · 
nothing we could do. I personally believe directly to the Police. I am sure the Pol_ice · ./ 
that our Pharmacists are very generously will look into it immediately. · · · ·· f. 
treated arid the hon. Member for Benin · 
··Central knows very well. Another Member referred to a point that ·~: -

one patient was ill and was carried ' to ' a · 
The hon. M~mber spoke about the Zuma D~ctor Phillip, who refused to treaf him _·. · 

Memorial Hospital. As a matter of fact the because it w~s on a Su.nday. I :'~ry ~':~h f.\ 
Zuma Memorial Hospital is a profit making sympathise w1th the pattent and hts relatives . .. 
'hospital. This Dr Phillip is not known to the Govern-·, 

I have already spoken about the Remand ment. She must be a private practition~x;,.,:? ' 
~orne for Benin when I said that one is and as she is a privat,e practitioner, it .does ?-?t,~ · 
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lie within my power to force her to open on 
a Sunday. · · 

Mr Chairman, Sir, with these few remarks, 
I oppose the amendment. , 

Amendment put and negatived. 
Question that · the sum of £2,189,350 for 

Head 330- Ministry of Health and Social 
Welfare-stand part . of the Schedule, Put and 
agreed to. 

HEAD 726.- · MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND 

. SociAL WELFARE 

Qu~sti~ proposed that the sum of £110,620 
for Head 726- Ministry ojHealth and Social 
Welfare-stand part of the Schedule. · 
. Chief Odebiyi: Mr Chairman, I beg to 

propose the following amendments to Head 
726. Provision to be increased by £57,500 
to £168,130-

(a) increase provision under Sub-head 2 
by £6,300, to . provide an additional £5 . 
grant and · 

(b) insert a new Sub-head entitled 
"Special Grant" with provision for £51,200 
shown against it. This provision is made 
up as follows: 

Gr~nt to Wesley Guild 
Hospital · 

Grant to Anglican Mater­
nity I-Jospital, Ado-Ekiti 

(iii) Grant to Methodist Mater­
nity Hospital, Ikole 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iv) Grant to Roman Catholic 
Maternity Hospital, Oke 

(v) 
Ofa, lbadan . 

Grant to Maternity Centres 
at Ilaro, - Oke-Mesi, 
Ajagba, Igbo-Egunrin 
and one Dispensary at 
_Eporo 

£ 

20,000 

10,000 .. 

. 6,000 

. 6,000 . 

9,200 

£ 51,200 

. Amendment put and agreed to. 

Question that the amended sum of £168,130 
for Head 726- Ministry of Health and Social 
Welfare- stand part of the Schedule put and 
agreed to. . · 

HEAD 33l.- MINISTRY OF ·HOME AFFAIRS 

Question proposed that the sum of '£389,'130 
for Head 331- Ministry of Home Affairs­
stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr Atohengbe: Mr Chairman, Sir, of 
all the Ministries in this Region, this is the 
one that touches everybody most. Yet it is 
one whose good reference is most distant . 

.. . 

It is surprising that the Catering Rest 
Houses where hon. · Members lodge during 
meetings of the House is as bushy as it is now 
and I have never seen the Minister in charge 
of that Department for a day in those premises. 
The locks fixed on the doors are unserviceable. 
They don't lock properly and when they 
lock properly, one fincl,s it difficult to go in 
at his will. · . · · 

Since we began this ·Meeting, I cannot 
remember having electricity for more than 
three days. Even this evening when we 
were coming here, there were no lights. 
It is generally accepted that the E.C.N. is 
responsible, but there were lights before the 
E.C.N. came. I should like to say, Sir, . 
that since it is apparent that the lights 
might fail some time, provision should 
have been made for some local kerosene' ~ight 
or gas light or candle light. If hon. Members 
are to be lodged properly, Sir, I think 

· provision should be made for light when 
electricity fails (Interruptions). ·I am serious 
about this. I know that those hon. Members 
who don't lodge in Catering Rest Houses 
cannot appreciate fully the point lam making . . 
If the Minister in charge of this Department 
does occasionally visit . these premises, he 
will know what feelings are . under such 
conditions. · 

Leaving the light Sir, we come down to 
the bush surrounding the area. · One evening, 
but for the mercy of God, I would have had a 
scorpion bite on my right leg. Today · 
I would not have been standing here address­
ing the House. So that these are matters 
which the Minister of ·Home Affairs should 
look iinto. If the areas were not as bushy as 
they were, it would not have been easy to get 
a scorpion around the premises. It is 
meant to house august visitors from other 
places and their impression would be different 
from ours. You can imagine what impression, 
it would give of ~badan, which a Minister has 
said a few moments ago is the largest native 
town in West Africa. 

Well we come back to the Rediffusion 
Services, I know this is a function which 
concerns the Minister of Home Affairs 
only as far as it affects the Catering Rest 
Houses, and I will touch it again when we 
come to the Ministry of Information. It is 
expected, Sir, that when we le'ave the meeting · 
and 'go home, we like to hear some news. 
But up to the moment I left the premises 
I heard no news (Interruptions). In private 
hotels and bars, there are bells with which 
one invites the stewards. In the Catering 
Rest House, when the stewards are busy 
or are in the inner part of the dining .hall, 
one has to shout to call for service or for 

., 

~. ; j .· " 



I ' 

843 1962-63 Appropriation 16TH APRIL, 1962 Bill-Committee of Supply 844 

(MR ATOHENGBE] 
stewards, and perhaps shout and shout until 
the saliva is dried, before the steward comes . 

. Whereas in private hotels that are not half 
as good as the Catering Rest Houses, one 
bell, either electric .or locally provided 
one~ and the stewards will come. But 

· here, , Sir, there is nothing of that kind 
provided. · 

Well, Sir, under this Ministry, we are 
pleased that provision is made for the care 
or perhaps, the supervision of Ife Museum. 
We would have been happy, Sir, if such care 
or supervision or maintenance is exercised in 
the case of Benin Museum. The allocation 
of a sum of about £1,000 for Ifc Museum is. 
to encourage the Y oruba Arts so we would 
require a similar amount. It is not too late 
to make amendments in the Es.timates s~ that 
a similar provision may be allocated for :Benin 
Museum. · · 

We come back again, Sir, to that of the 
Local Government Police. Although I have 
touched it in this House previously, I like to 
stress it aagain because it will serve my 
purpose to stress it again. · I think the Local 
Government Police would welcome a change 
in their style of uniform as in . the case of the 
Nigeria Police, their counterparts. 

With thes.e remarks, I. beg to move that 
Head 331 be reduced by £5. 

Mr K. 0. 'Owonikqko (Oyo Central I): 
Mr Chairman, Sir, I beg to support the 
amendment to reduce this Head by £5. 
In the first place, Item 6-Catering Rest 
Houses_:_! think I want to mention here that 
the services of this Rest House here are very 
unsatisfactory. What surprises me a lot is 
that,8 at present, , in the Catering Rest House, 
there are so mqny hon. Members owing debts. 
They dont't pay. This is very unsatisfactory 
and surprising. I am making a very serious 
allegation about this. (Interruptions). Even 
if one goes to the place, there is a certain list 
there now. The · Ministry of Home Affairs 
is ·s'till owing debts the~;e, and they have never 
paid the money. I want the Premier to send 
someone down to bring the list here. (Inter­
ruptions) . . 

Mr Chairman: Order, Order. Do you 
say the debts were owing by the Ministry of 
Home Affairs or by the Minister? 

· Mr Owonikoko: The name is there­
Minister of Home Affairs, Sir, I saw it 
with my naked eyes. So that this thing is very, 
very, shameful that a Minister will go and 
owe in the Catering Rest ·House, if the 

· , 

Minister stands up to challenge me, I want · 
the hon .. Premier to send .for this list now. 
(Interruptions). · 

I 'could remember last year, a question · 
was raised by the hon. Tabiowo that the. 
Minister of Finance should provide more 
accommodation in Catering Rest Houses ·fpr 
the Members so that whenever they come here 
they can get places to lodge. The Minister 
of Finance told us that he considers the 
money they realise in this House--(Interrup­
tions); so that they are thinking about the 
money they are going ,to realise; (Interruptions). 

• Mr Chairman, Sir, again "Protection of the 
Ministers Quarters-Pa-Yment to Ibadan 

· District Council". This is a cheating to the 
electorate. The Local Government Police 
1badan were being given· this amount-this ' · 
£5,740 for the protection of the Ministers , ,1 

Quarters. After all, our Loc!ll Government .. 
Police in Western Nigeria is locally • ,.,_ 
established. This is~ cheating on the part of .: · :, 

, other places where we have Local Govern- · 
ment Police as well. It is a waste of money. 
If this money is removed-the Nigeria 
Police is in Ibadan here-they can easily 
protect our Ministers. After all, the Western 
Region .. is quieter than the other places; 
we don't require any Police to follow them 
about. So that I think that when this money 
is removed and used for a better purpose, it 
will be more useful than giving £5;740 to . 
Ibadan · District Council for the Local 
Government Police under the pretext of 
protecting the Ministers. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, coming to the question ·.; . ·' 
of LocaJ Government Police. This is a very 
important matter. (Interruptions). The · .. _ ·· ... 
Local Government Police in the Western •. 
Region, as far as I ain ·concerned, are equally 

· goo<:i as the Nigerian Police, but tl;lere is a 
certain thing and I think the hon. Members ~ 
will pay attention to this. This .item 
Nos 61-68, should be scrapped entirely so 
that we shall get £4,350. What is 'the 
necessity of having a Superintendent-General . . 
of Police? After all, the Local Government · , -~~, 
Police of Western Region is locally establi- .... Jti. 
shed. Even according to the Constitution the · · t" 

.Local Government Police is to be .established · 
on a provincial basis. Now the Western 
Region Government, for reasons best known 
to it, went and engaged a Superintendent­
General, and he has to come under the 
Minister of Home Affairs. Under him he 
has got the Sub-Inspector from Ibadan, the 
Sergeant Major from Ibadan, the Corporal 
from lbadan. 
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(An · hon. Member: They can't reinstate 
you because of this. (Interruptions).) · · 

Please hold on. For a while I was a 
policeman. ·. 1 arrested many people in 
Erunmu. (Interruptions). . 

Mr Chairman, · I have said that when 
I was a police man, I . arrested many people 
irrespective of their political leaning; the 
same cannot be said of the Local Govern­
ment Police of the Western Region. We 
have agreed 1 that policemen . are human 
beings, and being so, are subject to favour 
people; that is to say that there are police 
men who are NCNC-inclined and policem'en 
who are A.G.-inclined. You cannot deny 
what I have just said. , But I want to say this: 
the engagement of ·an Inspector-General 
to supervise, Local Government Police in 
the Region has cre~ted a great confusion 
in the Region. This has caused the Wes­
tern Region a great ·' loss. (Interruptions). · 
Yes, they said that law · arid order were 
breaking down in the Region; it started 
in Ibadan. I do 'not ~ee why the Inspector~ 
General should be appointed, except that his 
appointment was motivated by a desire on 
the part ·of the Government to oppress the 
Members of the Opposition. I know that 
the Inspector-General must have called his 
men together in Ibadan and told them that 
they should remember that the Western 
Region belongs to the Action Group. He 
must have said that in the Northern Region, 

· the NPC are using the Alkalis against their 
opponents, so they must do a similar thing 
here in the Region- by punishing the people, 
people who do not support the GcNernment. 
But they forget that we are not in the 
Northern Region. Members of the Govern­
ment, the Police themselves and all others, 
have brothers and friends here in the Western 
Region, so that nobol:ly escapes the punish­
ment . . We cannot say that because we are in 
the Western. Region, we should borrow ·a 
leaf from the Northern Region. Doing that 
would mean a comparison between. a Stan­
dard Six . boy and a Class Six boy. I know 
tful.t this thing gives the hon. Premier a great 
deal of trouble. 

The Hon. Premier (ChiefS. L. Akintola): 
Mr Cpairman, Sir, what is giving me real 
trouble ia the depth of the ignornncc of the 
hon. Member, and I will ask the Minister to 
expose his ignorance. (Interruptions). 

Mr. Owonikoko: The sense and intelli­
gen<;e .contained in the speech of a person is 
more' . important than the point we are 
"trying to emphasise in this House. 

.... .¥ • 

I knew what actually happened in Ibadan, 
ev~n though the chance has fallen to the 
Action Group to control the Government of 
the West. Always you see them defending 
these bad businesses very cleverly, very 
eloquently. They cannot deny that there are 
people here in the Region who are punished 
because they .believe in a party of their ~hoice. 
We should, I think, recommend to those who 
oppress their political opponents to search 
their conscience and see whether they are 
doing the correct thing. Mr Chairman,· Sir, 
we should not deceive ourselves. We know 
what is happening in Ibadan; the Local 
Government Police have thrown their con­
science to the woods. When I was a police 
man, I never arrested anybody because of his· 
or her political conviction. 

Chief Akintola: When you were a police 
man, were you ever insti'ucted to arrest 
innocent people on purely political grounds? · 

Mr Owonikoko: No, that was because I 
could never be instructed to do that because I 
know that . I have a conscience. Mr 
Chairman, Sir, I think the Government 
should reali.se that the tim~ i1as passed wheri 
the Police was used to suppress a man's 
desire to fulfil his political destiny. 

Mr Chairman, I have said tlus thing a 
number of times; the Government has not 
told us why it appointed an Inspector­
General of Local Government Police. Why 
has the Governm~nt of this Region not 
thought it fit also to appoint an Inspector­
General for the Local Authority Prisons? 
These people ar~ being supervised by the 
Federal Director of Prisons. l\I.Ir Chairman, 
I am saying this without fear, that the Govern­
ment has so used the Local Government 
Police in a way that those :who do not 
dance to the tune of the Action Group music 
cannot be p r.0moted; they will never be 
promoted at all in the Western Region. 
(Interruptions). But most of these people 
have been doing their' work even before 
the introduction of party politics in this 
country. Have we stopped to ask ourselves · 
why it has proved difficult to control them 
n9w that there is party politics? . I see no 
reason why the Government should conti'nue 
to Cleceive itself. We are expected to come 
here and say the truth, and whether the 
Government likes it or not, we shall continue 
to say the truth. 

Mr Chairman, ·my own suggestion is that 
these Head and items should be removed 
entirely. Let these people·:..-.Sub-Inspectors, 
Sergeant majors, etc., be paid by the Local 
Government Councils so that the Ministry 
of Home Affairs can only have the . general 

; I 
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supervision of the men. .We do not want this 
Inspector-General in lbadan. I suspect that 
before any member of the Local Government 
Police Force is promoted, the recommenda­
tion may have to come through a local leader 
of the Action Group; ill other words, promo­
tion will no lqnger be on merit. The 
Minister of Home Affairs cannot deny ,that 
he 

0 

is controlling the Local Government 
Police in lbadan. 

·-
Mr Chairman, I therefore suggest that this 

· item be removed entirely from the Head ..... . 
(Interruptions). There are Local Govern­
ment . Police in Ogbomosho, in Oshun 
Division, in Oyo Division, and everywhere 
for that matter. It is very unreasonable 
that we should be spendir. g our money 
unnecessarily on the Local Government 
Police. The time has come when this 
matter should be looked into. 

I now come to catering rest houses ... 
(Interruptions). The Minister · of Home 
Affairs invited many V.I.Ps from Lagos, 
including the Commissioner for the United 

. Kingdom to lbadan. I ' am very sorry that 
this place has been neglected. It is not 
properly looked after. lbadan should be 
developed, Sir. It does not matter whether 
Ib~dan supports the NCNC or the Action 
Group. You should not ~ay that we should 
cross over. 

· Chief Akintola: Remain where you are 
in the . NCNC. You are not coming back 
here; we do not want you. We shall not 
accept you. 

Mr · Owonikoko: I will ever remain m 
· the · NCNC (interruptions). What I am 

saying ·is that Ibadan is entitled to have 
amemt1es. You forget that there are 
.NCNCers and Action Groupers in Ibadan. 
If you refuse to develop because you suspect 
that she supports the NCNC, then you must 
be making a very big mistake. I want to 
make it clear that you will"be punishing the 
NCNC as well as the Action Group support­
ers it you refuse to develop Ibadan. 

Mr Chairman, with these f~w remarks, I 
beg to support. 

· Amendment proposed. 

· Mr J. A. Ajuwon (Ibadan East Rural 1): 
Mr Chairman, Sir, I beg to support that a 
sum of £5 be removed from Head 331. I 
wish'. to make it clear, however, that the 
Opposition is not happy with other features 
of the Estimate. The Estimate has a bright 

spot and also a dark one.. The Leader of the 
House and Minister of Finance drew' our 
attention to the dark clouds floating in our 
finances. The Leader of the House- (inter­
ruption). Please do not disturb me; I . am 
coming to that. 0 0 0 •• (interruptions) . 
. The Leader of the H<_>use was certainly 

speaking the correct thing when he said that 
l).e cannot support bouyant revenue unless 
(Interruptions). · 

Alhaj_i Opal eye: Point · of Order: Order 
27 (i): The Member is reading his speech. 
A member shall not read hi~> speech but 
shall refer to extracts from books, etc. 
He 0 is not making ' any reference to his 
notes, but he is reading. 

Mr Chairman: He is not reading his 
speech. He is only referring to his notes. 

Mr Ajuwon: Mr Chairman, I drew the 
attention of this honourable House to a 
fantastic, unwarranted and .obsolete ........ . 
(interruptions) ; The use of £55,000 for the 
Catering Rest House for the year 1962-63 is 
unthinkable. In the year 1961-62, the esti­
mate for the Catering Rest House was £48,500 
and now an additional sum of about £7,000 . 
has been included. (Interruptions). , .Mr 
Chairman, what I was going to say was that 
it would be better if the Government could 
use such a huge · amount · on industrial 
projects rather than using it for luxurious 
things. 

\ 
Alhaji Opaleye: Point of Order. ·· Order 

3 (2). A Member may speak only from ~he 
· seat allocated to him, proviqed that the 
Speaker shall allocate' a seat to each Member. ' 

Mr Chairman: Order, Order. ' The 
hon. Gentleman shou!d not speak from that 
seat. · ' 

,Mr Ajuwon: Mr Chairman, . the low 
income earner-'-a poor man-spends his 
money on food, clothing and other necessities 
of life .... , ... . (Interruptions). 

The rich man's income is spent on luxury. 
I do not think the aim of the Government 
of this Region is to create a class of privileged 
people who are able to send their sons and 
daughters to overseas universities and there­
by secure them fat earnings. .. 

Chief Odebiyi: What 1s the hon. 
Member t~lking about? 

Mr Ajuwon: It is the question of using ' . 
£55,000 for catering rest houses. · That is a 
luxury, when there are thousands of people 
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roaming about in the streets ·without jobs. 
That money should be reduced immediately. 

Chief Odebiyl: From this type of 
Legislators, good Lore!. deliver us! 

Mr Ajuwon: I must say that this money 
must not be borne by the tax-payers of this 
Region. I do not want to assume to be a 
statesman, Mr Chaimian. I do not want 
to sit on the Treasury Benches (pointing to 
Government front B,enches) . . 

Another point is this: £5,840 for .Minister 
of Home Affairs and Parliamentary Secreta- · 
ries. . It is noted that such a fabulous amount 

· can be used . for protection of Minister's 
Quarters when there are houses in the town 
which can cost the Government £24 per 
annum. These people are spending £5,000! 
Mr Chairma11, this shows the public that 
Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries think 
they are superior; otherwise they should pack 
their kith and kin and come to live among the 
townspeople. 

Mr Chairman, I would like to make an 
allegation with respect to . the local govern­
ment police. Promotion is not by way of 
merit. . If you belong to the family of a 
Minister you get promotion, . but if not you 
will not get any promotion for fifteen years. 
A man of fifteen years' service did not get 
any promotion, wher~as a man of three 
years' service was promoted. Before a 
policeman rnay be promoted, it must be 
discussed in the house of an Action Group 
leader in Ibadan. (Interruptions). 

tGovernment Benches: Who is the leader? · 
Name bim). 

' ~ 
Mr Ajuwon : 'When a man is making his 

points, it is . necessary for these Organising 
Secretaries to listen and learn, sine~ they 
cannot develop_- an argument. 

Mr Chairman, I would like to refer to 
ltein 331. The Ministry of Home Affairs 
needs proper attention. It also needs a 
dynamic Minister because the present 
Minister is inefficient, weak and slow in 
action, and I will prove that to you. (Pro­
longed interrup(ions.) It is in this Ministry 
that a sum of £20,000 was drained away by 
the Acting Manager of the Printing Corpora­
tion. 

Chief Odebiyi: On point of Order Sir, 
The han. Member is referring to a case 
pending in court. The particular Corp·ora­
tion is not Within the portfolio of the Minister 
of Home ·Affairs. He should withdraw 
any . reference to that ' matter because it is 
subfudice. 

, 

M r Ajuw on : Mr··chairman, i want the 
House to understand that in fact the matter 
is in Court. 

Mr Chairman: The · hon. Member, 
should not make any reference to the matter 
because it is sub judice. 

Mr Ajuwon: Mr Chairman Sir, I beg to 
withdraw. 

Chief Odebiyi: A · matter which is 
sub Judice means a. matter which is under 
consideration by a court of law. Therefore 
the hon. Member has no right to refer to it. 

Mr Ajuwon: Mr Chairman, well ·. I 
congratulate the Minister of Finance and 
Leader of the House for being able to see that 
something is wrong with the finance of this . 
Region. He has now agreed .. .. .. . . . 

Chief Odebiyi :. What section is the hon. 
Member referring to? 

Mr Ajuwon: Page 85. 

Chief Odebiyi: What section? 

Mr Ajuwon: 16 please. 
(Government Benches : 16 what?) 

· Mr Chairman, he has now agreed that the 
finances of the Region are . not as bouyant 
as they should be. 

Mr Chairman, this is what we call "induce­
ment allowance." Page 84. I do not know 
why a Minister should claim inducement 
allowance. Mr Chairman, I do not wari.t to 
embarrass the Minister of Finance because 
he is speaking the mind of the Region even 
with the finances of the Region. He knew 
but he could not say it. (Interruptions). 
My argument is that a M·i.nister with his 
Secretaries ·with £120 .a year, will be seen 
them roaminK about even without sleeping 
in that Quarter. There is no .need creating 
items for some expenditure which do not 
exist. · 

(Government Benches : What item? Cite 
it). 

I will tell you. The first .one is "Distur­
bance Allowance." (Prolonged laughter) ~ 

Chief Akintola: Mr Chairman Sir, 
it is necessary for hon. Members here 
to be of assistance to other . Members. 
We do fully appreciate that some of · us 
are new, but what we say here is not for 
fun . I would like han. Members to 
make intelligent contributions to debates; 
but ·when an hon. Member stands up to 
make noise without making a point, that 
is very bad. Disturbance Allowance ·arid 
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other such allowances are for civil servants, 
and when you have Allmvances it does not 
mean that the allowances are for Ministers. 
If you have your limitations, for goodness 
sake hold those limitations·. An intelligent, 
constructive ·Opposition will put up cons­
tructive criticisms. . But when he gets up 
and makes a fool of himself, he lowers the 
standard of debate of this House. If 'he 
jumps up and starts to talk about Navy, 
Police, etc., that is understandable. Hon. 
Members shoulp realise that we are being 
judged by other countries by the standard 
of our ,debates in our Legislatures. If he 
does not understand anything, ask from other 
Members. Some of the Opposition Members 
are becoming a pest. 

Mr Ajuwon: I have to tharik the Premier 
of the Region for contributing to my speech. 
(Laughter). Well, I represent certain section. 
This is what we do not want which I must 
say. 

·Mr S. 0. Oyewole (Ibadan CentraJ. 
West): Mr Chairman, Sir, I support th'at 
this 'Head (Head 331) "be reduced by £5. 
In the first place, last year the Premier of 
this Region assured this side of the House 
th~tt the man promoted to the post of 
Superintendent-General of Local Govern­
ment Police will co-operate with everybody 
in the. Region and that the man will 
never abuse .the office. I can tell you 
all the activities and work of the Superinten­
dent y.~e have in this · Region, Since he 
assumed office, he is always trying to destroy 
the Opposition of the Western Region. For 
instance, I can tell you, without fear, that the 
Superintendent of Police in this Region 
called all his Local Government Police during 
or before the local government election. I 
can just recall now that this officer arranged 
with all those local government police that 
they should oppress the NCNC supporters 

. in th.is Region, most especially in Ibadan here. 
He held the meeting with them. He told 
them, · "Whenever you see any NCNC 
suppot;ter just get a goat and keep it in his 
backyard; the following morning get a 
policeman to arrest him. Any local govern­
ment police who did not take this advice 
should be arrested". Not only that; we 
should try to declare that post redundant. 
We do not want that post to exist again. On 
the assurance tha:i the Premier gave us, we 
thought that the Superintendent of Police 
would never act in that way but since he has 
'started to be acting in another way we do 
not know what to do again. We must warn 
the Government. 

There was a time when the Leader of th~ 
Opposition was trying to make it known that 
there was a breakdown of law and order in 
the Western Region. We did riot take action . 
at that time. If we had taken action we 
know that some of the Ministers would not .. 
have been here. We must warn them now: 
in case of any election never try to incite 
Local Government Police against us any more. 

About page 81, Head 331; Sub-head 6. 
These Catering Rest Houses were taken care 
of by the British Government before. The 
place was so neat when under the British 
Government, but now the place is too dirty . 
and is always untidy, and the upkeep and 
maintenance cost £55,000. This money is 
just wasted for nothing. · 

. r 
With these few remarks, Sir, I .would say 

that this Head should be reduced by £5. · , 

Mr G. I. Oviasu: Mr .Chairman, Sir, I 
rise to support the motion· that Head 331 
should be reduced by £5 for not encouraging 
the distillation of alchohol in the Region . . 
Though we derive import d~.1ties on spirits : 
yet one of the ways of encouraging hom~; .. 
product is to increase . the import duties 'of ,'' 
imported goods. · r 

The Mi~ister of Home Affairs (Mr D. 
Ogundiran): Mr Chairman, · Sir; I would 
like to comment on the points raised by some 
hon. Members on the other side of the House. 

. With regard to retrenchment of Stewards;' 
this Department is not liable to keep reports ~t 
of the day to day administration of Catering 
Rest Houses. What happened was that )<, 

these boys wei:e sacked. They were boys· . 
who had worked for three to six months and 
when they were found to be ·unsatisfactory·: ·; 
they were retrenched. They were retrenched··.··: 
purely so that we may give better services, .. 
but not · on a re-organisation basis. If they:: 
were retained and they continued to give bad,:· . 
services to you you would come to this House4

· 

and complain. You will agree with me' that 
these catering Rest Houses were built many: 
years ago, and you will agree with me · that!' . 
everything must wear out at one time or ., 
another. Like the E.C.N. yo'u know what .·.: 
happens-the failure of power is from Lagos. ,. 

~ .. t- ': 

An Opposition Member: · What action have' 
you taken?) 

When .I have no light I go and sleep. 

Now, the lion. Me~ber wished that 1 
should occasionally visit all the Rest Houses . . 
In that Ministry we have an organisation and 
everybody there has his own business. 1 am 
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not to supervise Catering Rest Houses 
personally. 

My hon. Friend from Iseyin, I know why 
he was very bitter. He was in th~ Police 
Force, and, according to him he has arrested 
many people. He left the Police and got to 
this House because he was from where he 
came but I can assure him that when next 
there is an election he will not come back. He 
has a record in the Police Force for which 
any right-thinking person will be ashamed. 

The hon. ' Membel- for Ibada~ wants 
hon. Ministers to be touring rest houses 
in order to see for themselves what is taking 
place. He made much ado about Ministers' 
quarters. The protection of Ministers' quar­
ters is in order to frighten away people who do 
not · do honest work by day time. ·But I 
would ·like to ask the hon. MembeF for 
Ibadan whether, apart from being a ·Member 
of this House, he has other business to run. 
(Interruptions.) 

Mr Oyewole: · . .I am a businessman. 

Mr Ogundiran: The Member for lseyin· 
spoke about the Superintendent-General. 
I thought this to be a question that will be 

,regarded as not being serious. Whenever 
we on this side of the House say that we are 
right and they on the other side say that we 
are · wrong, hon. Olowofoyeku takes the 
matter to the court; the court is the final 
place of redress. 

Hon. Oyewole spoke about the Local 
Government Police Force. When he joined 
the Action Group before he carrie back~· 

· (Interruptions}. 
Mr Oyewole: I did not join the Action 

·Group at any time. (Laughter and Inter­
ruptions). 

Mr . Ogundiran: Mr Chairman, . Sir, 
. with these few remarks I beg to oppose the 
amendment. 

The Premier (Chief Akintola): I just 
want to contribute to one point · which 
has just been made by the hon. Minister of 
Home Affairs. 

The hon. Member for Iseyin made 
reference to the appointment of the Superin­
t.endent-General of the Local Governme.nt 
Police Force. I must say that this was the 
most proper appointment ever made. In 
other . words, Mr Oluwole was the, first 

. Nigerian ':vho was appointed the Superin­
tendent-General in the Local Government 
Force. May I · say, Mr Chairman; , for 
the information of all concerned here, that 

this was the first appointment in this grade 
ever made since Independence. Under the 
Constitution a Regional . Government has 
power to set up a local government police 
force, and, in pursuance of that, the Local 
Government Police Force here was set up 
with the co-operation of the Nigeria Police . . 
An officer . is always seconded . from the 
Nigeria Police Force. On this occasion when 
the expatriate officer in charge of the Force 
was about to retire from the Nigeria Police 
Force it was necessary to make a new appoint­
ment. Of course the expatriate officer who 
was holding the post' was ab"out . to be taken 
away by the Commissioner of Police and we 
had to speed up matters. Before Mr 
Oluwole's appointment was made it was 
the Superintendent-General and the 
Inspector-General of Police1 through the 
Commission~r of Police, Ibaclan, who made · 
the recommendation. Two other officers 
were considered along with Mr Oluwole; 
one of them was an expatriate. · We had got 
to adhere quite closely to the recommenda­
tions of the high police officers. However, 
Mr Oluwole was the third, and all the pointers 
of selection of these high officials, as · far as 
best choice was concerned, ' went to the 
third, i.e., Mr Oluwole. I reiterate this. 
If there was any question about the selection 
of the third man, it was the Commissioner 
of Police who initiated it. I will show the 
hon. Member. for Iseyin, the letter written 
by the Commissioner of Police if he cares to 
have it. 

This is our Government, I know that if 
we want something such as the letter which 
I have promi>ed to present, it will be at 
our disposal, and this will to a great extent 
substantiate my statement. Quite apart from 
that, I addressed a letter to the Prime -
Minister's Office in Lagos and I wrote a 
lettc;!r which I had already reproduced when 
there was coritroversy about this matter. 
The' Local Government Police agreed with us 
that they too support the appointment of Mr 
Oluwole. Of course, in addition to the 
choice of Oluwole was that of Mr Agbabiaka­
the latter was willing to come up here but the 
high officials I mentiond earlier had made the 
best choice as hitherto. 

In the light ·of these . explanations, how 
could anyone accuse this side of the House of 
appointing Mr Oluwole to the post of 
Superintendent-General of the Local Govern­
ment Police Force? It has been stated in the 
newspapers, and it has been explained to us 
here. First of all, I want us to bear one 
important factor in mind, that is, that an 
indigenous Nigerian was expected to fill the . 
vacancy, and, this being so, somebody one . 

• . .. l 

" 

.· · ·,.: .. ' 
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way or the other must be in the post; or is 
that ,because it happened in Ibadan that they 
do not like it? 

. .They always say that the. Local Government 
Police ·Force is at the absolute disposal of 
the Action Group to repress its political 
opponents. This is not so.· Hon. Members 
have been speaking against Mr Oluwole 
an·d the Local Government Police Force 
'in general on the floor of this House, knowing 
quite well that they cannot come to defend 
themselves. This action is an act of beating 
them from the rear. In fact, how can 

· 'Mr Oluwole defend himself here? This is 
unfair! · 

This officer is an old rna~ and• I do not think 
that it will be fair of the hon. Members of the 
other side of this House to accuse him in 
this way. I do not believe that Mr Oluwole, 
with his own ·character, with his education, 
will fall so ·low and will be a party to those 
who will malign political opponents of the 
Action Group. I. must say that if we have 
a man like Mr Oluwole, we don't need to 
have, any fear about his integrity. 

They shout that the· Local Government 
Police is bad, the Superintendent-General is 
bad, the Ministers are bad, the Parliamentary 
S~cretaries are bad, and that the Minister's 
pay is high. In this I must advise them that 
as they have Ministers with corresponding 
portfolios in the North and the East, and so 
on, it would be gratifying if they would 
compare side ·by side the estimates of their 
salaries and allowances; this problem of 
their accusation against us would then have 
solved itself. If this is done, I would accept 
any mistakes openly and make corrections. 

If we want our Premier, our Ministers, 
our Parliamentary Secretaries to go about 
naked, if we want them to go and stay in the 
stalls ~t Dugbe market, they would not 
hesitate to do so. (Laughter and applause 
from all sides of the House). 

· Finally, if we are satisfied that only £10 
would be their pay, I would not mind to 
distribute the balance to my credit to all the 
people in Ibadan. (Laughter and cheers from 
Government Benches). 

Amendment put and negatived. 

Question that the sum of £389,130 for Head 
332.- Ministry of Home Affairs- stand part 
of the Schedule, put and agreed to. 

HEAD 332.- MINISTRY OF INFORMATION 

Questio7;1 proposed that the sum of £192 060 
for Head 332.-Ministry of Infor~tion 
stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr G. I. Oviasu: Mr Chairman Sir ·1 . 
rise to move that Head 332 be reduced by £s. 

l':'lr Chairman, Sir, thi~ . is the Ministry 
which accords ilo recogmt10n to academic 
brill~ance; this is the Ministry which catapults · 
med10cres to the apex; this is the Ministry · 
w~e~~ . graduates are not required; this is a , · 
Mmistry where the pre-requisite qualifica­
tion for promotion is "Kodoism,; where 
rectitude, efficiency, ability are no criteria for 
advancement. I am going to substantiate 
this_. I hope the Minister of Information 
is riearby. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, the head of the rnfon;na­
tion ' Service, the Chief Information Officer, · 
was Mr A. Y. Eke, M.A., M.sc. For some ··• 
reason or the other reason best known to the. 
Minister of Information or the Government··' 
Party, this gentleman was "sacked": (Lau- · 
ghJer). I put the word "s~cked" in inverted ·. 
commas. 

·This gentleman, . because he could not be 
used as a political tool, was not considered a 
fit and proper person for the. office. He was 
accused at one time that he did .not gi~e 
sufficient publicity to Action Group Ministers. 
What happened is that they pretended .to 
give him some higher appointment · so as 
to make him leave the office. He was asked ' 
to take another post in the University, where, · 
of course, there is no responsibility. That 
is how a brilliant son with a wealth of expe­
rience was pushed away. 

I submit that this is morally reprehensible. ··; 
The Government party members have many -.~. 
ways of going . about their business. Those ' 
who are good boys get the job; those who are · 
right and stick to their guns are bad boys .. · · 
and will never get any consideration. There .'( 
should be a change of heart. There is rio 
qualified person in the Ministry of Informa- I 
tion. 

The next point I want to·make is about the ~ 
running of the W.N.B.S. and the W.N.T;V. • . 
T~e ,relationship between the Managing ,: 
Director and the staff leaves much room ' to .:1·, · 

be de.sired. Recently eleven of th~. staff ' · 
there were suspended. After the Premier · : 
had investigated the matter they wer~ 'il.: 
taken back again. I understand that it was ' 
found out that these .. eleven men who were ' 
suspended did not medt the sack or sus pen- . ~'. 
sion. But I thank the hon. Premier ··for 
conducting that investigation. 
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Chief Akintola: I did not conduct any 
investigation. (Laughter). 

Mr Oviasu: · That was the information 
I received. W~ll, Sir, the young man ,who 
is the Managing Director has no administra­
tive experience. He is devoid of the milk · 
of human kindness. I think Sir, that apart 
from his qualification he has no administra­
tive experience and his deali:ngs with his 
staff are most unsatisfactory. He is not 
accessible. Imagine a Managing Director 
sending a query direct to the junior staff 
without passing it through the immediate 
senior officer. 

. The bonus whi~h ' is distributed every ,year, 
1 have a good authority that this young man 
gives this bonus to those who are not fit in 
their duties. 

Mr A. T. Rerri: Mr Chairman,· Sir, I 
wat).t to express my support for the reduction 
of £5 from Head 322 of the Estimates. 
In doing so, Mr Chairman, I would li~e to ask 
the hon. Minister of Information, through the 
Chairman, what he is doing about the fact that 
the W.N.B.S. and W.N.T.V. are at the 
moment being run at a loss. . If that informa­
tion is true what is the hon. Minister doing 
about it? 

The second point which I would like to 
raise is that of technical advice which the 
Minister can check with his engineers. 
At the moment your engineers in the · 
W.N.B.S. are transmitting about four band 
waves which they were transmitting about 
a year ago. The result is that the reception 
has not been as sensitive as it used to be, due 
to the fact that the band wave is too wide­
four times what< they were transmitting 

There was· information that there was an _ ,about a year ago. I can assure you tha~ if you 
excessive waste of revenue in that depart- transmit a quarter of the band being transmit=­
ment. I wish the Minister of Information ted now, you probably have four times the 
to look into it.~ ·If the Minister investigates power you put on the air and you have less 
that, he will find out that what I am saying distortion of your radio. 
is correct. If we are to. get efficiency from Mr Chairman, Sir, I would als~ like to 

, that part o~ the ~orporatwn, there should. be mention at this stage that I do not know what 
go_od relatiOnship between the Mana~mg arrangement the hon. Minister is making 
DI_rector and the staff. The pre_sent relatiOn- with a view to putting up radio-vision as {t 

ship leaves much to be desired. ,If the national affair that 'is the same rediffusion 
r'elationship continues as it i~ now, and if service linking the ca~ital of the ~egion and ' 
th~ waste of reve_nue persists, we . shall all the Regional capitals so that we would 
have no other chOice. than. to recommend not be speaking with different voices. From 
the sack of the Managmg Director. · the technical point of view we would be 

With these few remarks I beg to move. making quite a lot of savi!lgs in .capital eq~i~-
. ment and maintenance of services. Thts 1s 

Mr · Atohengbe: In supporting the the way of avoiding duplication of staff and 
amendment .I have these few points to equipment. · · , 
make. Last year on the floor of this House With these few remarks I .beg to support . , 
the Mini~ter in charge of this Ministry that this Head .of the Estimates be reduced.· ~ 
promised . that the Midwest area would get a 
television service. But, ui;> till now, nothing by only £5. 
has been .done to redeem this promise. The Minister of Information (Chief· 
Each time when we come from that part E. A. A. Fadayiro): Mr Chairman, Sir, I 
of the Western Region we see television sets rise to oppose this amendment, and to express 
;"1 the houses of Ministers and other friends. surprise at the remarks made by my Friend, 

. When we go back home we wish that we had hon. Oviasu. It is no use for people to come 
had this amidst our own people to enjoy. here to say things which they know to be . 
So that it is very necessary that this television untrue. I would like to tell him right 
service be extended to that part of the now that if there were many Ekes as Head of 

, Region;_the Midwest area. Departments, Nigeria would have be~n 
I have . mentioned earlier, when I was better today. Mr Eke has been a good 

speaking sorile time ago, that hon. Members friend of mine, and until recently he was the · 
would like to hear their contributions Chief Information Officer in the Region. 
during the. debates, . When one stands up I have had the privilege of working with Mr 
to speak one can sc~rcely know how much Eke for over fifteen year in the theri Pubijc 
he has contributed until he has seen the report. Relations Office, · and nobody doubted Mr 
· · Eke's efficiency and sincerity of character. 

With · these few remarks Sir, I beg to Although this is the age of freedom, it is 
.support. . bad for people like hon. Oviasu to come here 

Amendment propo,sed. and play politics with such a matter. ·If 

., . 
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[CHIEF FADAYIRO] Mr Chairman: Order, Order. 
. the hon. Minister will withdraw. 

I hope 
Mr Eke wishes to leave the Service, nobody 
can stop him from doing so. There are 
so many other people who are equall.y Chief Fadayiro: 
suitable for the post, and to say that this . · telling an untruth. 
Government sacked Mr Eke is untrue. . Mr telling a lie. 

I meant that he was 
I didn't say he was 

Eke was seconded to the University of Ife as 
Registrar. Mr Eke had been an Assistant 
Registrar ~t the University College, Ibadan, 
and to say that because Mr Eke did not toe 
the party line he was sent away is untrue. 
I don't think any of us here do it in the Region 
and it has never been our ·policy that Civil 
Servants should toe our party line. The 
Civil Servants have their own work to do, 
and it is very unfair for hon. Oviasu to attack 
people who have not the privilege to come to 
this House to answer him. As for qualifica­
tions, that is the business <Of the Public Service 
Commission, and I can assure hon. Oviasu 
that we have more than enough qualified 
men from which to pick at any time. 

With regard to the 'allegation about 
WNTV jWNBS and the relationship that 
exists between the Managing Director and 
the staff, here again Mr Oviasu has descended 
so low as to attack a young man who has got 
one of the rarest qualifications in this country. 

. Mr. Olu I.bukun, . the Managing Director, 

. hns got M;sc. (Electronics), and is the only 
qualified man to take over this department. 
Instead 'of hon. Oviasu advising the youngmen 
who misbehaved, he has come to the floor 
·of this House to plead . their cause. What 
cause? · I can say tonight that I have had 
another opinion about my Friend, Oviasu. 
I am really shocked by the allegations 

, he made on the floor of this House. · 

Mr Chairman, Sir, the question of bonus 
that the hon. Gentleman mentioned is not 
true. He deliberately told lies when he 
said that bonus had been paid. At the time 
that these young men ..... .... (Interruptions.) 

Mr Oviasu: Point of Order. Order 
27 (5) . He said I have told a deliberate lie. 

. Chief Fadayir o: You have . told an 
untruth. 

Mr Ov~asu: I submit, Sir, that this is 
highly unparliamentary. Ask him to with- . 
draw the statement, 

Chief Fadayiro: You told an untruth 
when you said that the Premier of this 
Region interferred when the Staff,,pf WNTV / 
WNBS were on strike. 

M r Oviasu: I await your ruling, Sir. 

Chief Fadayir o: The hon. Premier nevex: 
interferred. 

Mr Oviasu: 
to be careful. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, tell him • 

Chief Fadayiro: As I have said before, .. 
these young men were engaged by WNBS{' 
WNTV. · It is a Corporation of this Govern.:. 
ment. They have their conditions of service· 
and regulations. They went out of their 
way to go to Press and made vicious attacks ; 
against the Chairman, against the Managing '1 

Director, ·and even against the Minister of 
Information who was away at the time. 
If the hon. Gentleman had the interest of this 
Region at heart he . would come all the way 
from Benin to speak to these y9ung men.· 
I1:e was playing to the gallery because many 
·of these men happen to come from the Mid­
west. What happened? When these eleven 
men were disciplined they quickly reacted and 
apologised and they were taken back. . ., 

I don't see how the hon. Gentleman can 
censure the Establishment for taking cog­
nisance of the fac't that they should be given 
another chance. These people are still there 
today. 

As far as bonus is concerned, we have not ' 
paid any . bonus, and so the question of 
discrimination in the payment of bonus does 
not arise. 

My good Friend, Mr Atohengbe asked the 
question about the extension of television 
service to the Midwest. That definitely will 
come witl:lin the scope of our development 
programme. We have got experts out to 
carry out~ survey from here to the Midwest.: 
so as to know at what points we are going to~. ; 
have transmitters. It might perhaps b~ . 
necessary to have a studio at the other end; · 
.and I hope my good Friend will go back to , 
tell his people with the satisfaction that it i,s;' 
one of the things we have in our present ' , [ 

Development Programme. .. . · 
Rediffusion.- This does not really come 

under us. It is a private c()mp~ny- ,, 
Rediffusion Nigeria J.:.imited. They · have 
been very co-operative in this Region, and if 
the hon. Member approaches them on the 
matter they will no doubt look into it. My . 
Ministry has done everything possible to · 
cover the proceedings of this House and I ' 
can assure my Friend that if there is anything 
that is left out I will take immediate steps to 
rectify it if he approaches me. 



hope 

was 
was 

[h~ . 

:f~~e, . 
>JBS/ 
V'em­
:rvtce 
their 
tacks 
1ging 
er of 
time. 
f this 
'way 

men.· 
nany •' 
1\tiid-

can 
~og­

~tven 

:here . 

! not 
1. of 
does 

I the 
tsion 
will 

nent 
.t to 
west 
tg to 

be 

861 1962-63 Appropriation 16TH APRIL, 1962 Bill- Committee of Supply 862 

[CHIEf FADAYIRo] . Chief Odebiyi: Mr . Chairman, Sir, I 
beg to move that under. Head 333- Ministry 

, Hon. Rerri raised the question as to of Midwest . Affairs-two new items,. sub-
whether the WNllS/WNTV is not being run heads 8 and 9, under Other Charges be 
at a loss at present. This is a very good inserted as follows: . . . 
:question. It will no doubt interest him to 
know that, for the first time in the whole of R. Semi-Permanent and Temporary £10 

. Mrica, we are . the only station being run Buildings. 
·. entirely by Nigerians. VIe terminated our 9. Special Grants .to Local Govern- £;10 
. partnership with our overseas partners l_ast ment Councils. · 

October, and since then we have been runnmg The purpose Sir, is to split the financial 
• it On OUr OWn without going into partnership. provision in , regard to these tWO ~p~cial 
At the moment we are running the station at a sub-heads which appear under the Mtmstry 
small loss. Television is very new in this of Local Government Head of the Estimates 
country. We have the films· to buy; we As hon. Members are aware, the Ministry of 
have the air time to sell, and we have to ask Local Government, before responsibility 

. people to buy time on us. That is why I between that Ministry and . Ministry for 
made a statement in this House, when I was Midwest Affairs were split, used to look after 
replying to the Second Reading, that the all Local Government Councils in the 

. question of Radio, Nigeria and Television Region as well as maintain all semi-permanent 
should be looked into. There was no .. need buildings belonging ·to the Ministry of Local 
for the Federal Government to duplicate the Government which are used by the Local 
servi~e that is already being obtained from us. Government Advisers. In view of the fact 
We have be<?n in television for two years and _that the respon~!bilities of the Ministry of 

· two months, and if the Federal Government t Local Government have now been shared 
had taken us into confidence we would have· between that Ministry and the Ministry .of 

' told them what our experiences were and · lVIidwest Affairs this follows that these two 
' they would not want to go into any further sub-heads will ' be inserted so that the 

expenses. In fact, there was no need ro have Ministry of Midwest Affairs will look after 
another television, in Lagos. We started com- those Councils within the Midwest area as 
mercia! sound broadcasting, followed by . the well as maintain semi-permanent buildings 
Eastern Region, and the Federal Government within the Midwest area. Mr Chairman, 
suddenly went into commercial sound broad- Sir I beg to move. 
casting, with the result that it is competing A' a· . t . pro·"'o.sed ,. . . R . H ld men men 1" • · agamst tts own cgwns. ow cou we 

· ~ope at that rate when the Federal Govern­
ment is competing with its component parts? 

With regard to bad reception outside 
Ibadan about which hon. Rerri complained, 
we ar.e doing all we can to rectify' this. 

Mr Ch~irman, Sir, I don't think I will be ·· 
doing justice to myself withou'i referring 
again to the case of Mr Eke. I am sure 
Mr Ek& himself will be sorely disappointed 
that he should be brought to this picture in 
the way that hon. Oviasu had done it. Mr 
Eke left 'on his own accord. He was never 
sacked at all, as I said before. He of his own 
volition decided to take up the post of 
Registrar at the Ife University. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, I beg · to oppose the · 
amendment. 

Amendment negatived .. 
Question that the sum of £192,060 under 

Head 332.- Ministry of Information-stand 
part of the Schedufe put and agreed to. 

HEAD 333.- MINISTRY OF MIDWEST AFFAIRS 
Question proposed that the sum"of £70,270 

for Head 333- lvfinistry of Midwest Affairs 
- stand part of the Schedule. 

Amendment put and agreed to. 

Mr Oviasu: Mr . Chairman, in the 
year 1958, the Foundation Stone for the 
Midwest Secretariat was laid in Benin but up 
till now, Sir, the progress of that building has 
not progressed beyond the foundation stone. 
May I know from the hem. Minister for 
Midwest Affairs when he proposes to comp- · 
lete that • building for the ·secretariat of t,he, 
Midwest. , 

Mr J.' 0. Abioshun: Mr Chairman, S~r, 
let us call a spade a spade and not an agricul­
tural implement. (Interruptions). I am 
moving that the vote for this Ministry be 
reduced by £5 for this reason. · 

It is suggested in public, Mr Chairman, 
that we should have Minister for Ijebu Affairs, 
Minister for Egba Affairs, and Minister for 
Ibadan Affairs. When they say the Midwest 
should not go, and they have a separate 
Ministry for. them, why do they have 
that separate Ministry for Midwest Affairs? 
We might as well have Ministers ·for Ijebu, 
Ife and so on. (Interruptions). I wish it 
accepted by the hon. Premier that Ministers 



. . 

. • 

.. )' 

-, 

863 · i 962-63 App-ropriatioll 16TH Al'mL, 1962 Bill- Committee of Supply 864 

are being called by the name of their const~tu- these Rest Houses should be brought to· a 
encies (Gove-rnment Benches: .No pomt). reasonable standard. Another one is the orie 
With these remarks Mr Chairman, I beg to at Asaba. 
supp~rt. . · ( Goveniment · Benches: Shame, 
shame). 

· . Mr D. E. Okumagba: Mr Chairman, 
as much as I should want the debate to end 
quickly, I . seize this opportunity to reply to 
criticisms of the points raised by ine at my 
Press Conference by the Minister of Midwest 
Affairs. He pointed out that he was support­
ing the Motion moved by the Premi~r last 
Friday because I remarked that the Mtdwest 
must be created with or without the support 
of the · Action Group Government of the 
Western Region. I would like to emphasise 
that that is quite . correct; i~ is quite correct. 
Now we of the Midwest are not prepared to , . 
leave the problem of our Sta~e creat10n to 
any party or to any Government. ~ think 
the final say lies in the people of the Mtdwe~t, 
and the only assent that is necessary is the 
assent of the Midwest to determine our 
plebiscite. 

Mr Chairman: Order, Order. I hope 
the hon'. Gentleman will .confine himself to 
the matter under discussion. 

· Mr Okumagba: · Mr Chairman, I beg to 
support the Motion that the vote be reduced 
by£5. . -

Further amendment proposed. 

Mr Rerri: Mr Chairman, Sir, I beg 
-to support the M.otion to reduce this Head 
by £5. . 

Now, Mr Chairman, .I would like the h?n. 
Minister of Midwest Affairs to note that, as 

. iarge as Urhobo Division is in the l\:'Iidwest 
area, the provision of Rest House 1s very, 
very poor; the result is that when . hon. 
Ministers, whether Regional or Federal, come 
to Urhobo Division, they always suffer great 
inconvenience in performing their duties in 
Urhobo Division, and therefore go to sleep at 
Warri or Sapele. I am raising this point 
because this is an inconvenience' to Ministers 
and it is also an inconvenience to business­
men like myself who might travel 9ut of town 
and who would like to have similar comfort 
whenever they . go into these Rest Houses. 
In particular 1 should m~ntion that the Rest 
House-l do not know really Mr Chairman, 
whether 1 am right in calling it a Rest House 
-the one . at Ororokpe is quite an apology. 
1 am sure the hon. Minister for Midwest 
Affairs will not like to pass a night in that 
place. There is one at U ghelli; this also 
requires improvement; so also thepne at Oleh. 
Well, if much more eannot be done, at least 

I would like to end up finally by saying that 
with an increase of £46,000 under this Head 
of the Estimates, 1 do hope that the hon. 
Minister will, by his action during the 
financial year 1962-63, show a greater output 
in the general distribution of amenities in the 
area. 1 beg to support the amendment that 
this Head be reduced by £5. 

The Minister for Midwest Affairs 
(Mr J. E. Otobo): Mr Chairman, on the 
point made by the Member for Warri East, I 
have no comments at this stage · because it is 
unnecessary now to comment. He was trying 
to refer to what he meant by the c;reation of a 
Midwest State. 1 think it is too late to come 
back. Now that the new designation is that 
the issue of' the Midwest lies with the people 
of the Western Region-and by this we ·· 
mean that the people of the Midwest State 
should have a chance-when the time 
comes, they are bound to choose between the 
Action Group and tl:le NCNC supporter~. 

The other point, Sir, A member for Benin 
wanted to know how soon the Midwest Secre­
tariat will be built. · My answer, Sir, is that 
the question of a Midwest Secretariat will 
be taken up as soon as possible and, in parti­
cular, as soon-as a revised plan is completed. 
It-may not be generally known that there was 
an original plan. (Interruptions). However 
it ·soon became apparent, as sooh as we were . 
thinking of setting up an Edo Minority. 
Council-a Council with ~ very en 
body-that the original plan w~uld · 
serve our purpose, and so that plan has had to . 
be drastically modified in order to provide for . . 
a ··larger assembly which will also provide ' . · ·. 
them with larger rooms ·and larger offices and ·, 
so on. 1 can assure you that as soon as that 
plan is completed around the t~m~ the 
Ministry of vVorks and Transport will like !O 
deal with others, the work will be started: on: 
the building of a Midwest Secretariat. l.-

. ,,lr-, 
I thank the Member for Western Urhobo·, 

for his intere.st in rest ho~ses in Urhobo" · 
Division. 1 am made to understand that he 
i::; referring to ordinary rest houses and not! o 
catering rest houses. His remarks therefore 
apply to ordinary . rest . houses · an~ .1 · 
assure him that we are already lookmg 
the question and that we are not very 
about the general set-up of the rest ""'"'"'""" 
Urhobo Division. · '· 

Further Amendment put and negatived. 
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[MR 0TOBO] 

Question that the amended sum of £70,290 
for Head 3J3-Ministry of Midwest Affairs­
stmtd part of the Schedule, put tmd agreed to. 

HEAD 729 .-< MINISTRY OF MIDWEST AFFAIRS . 
' Question proposed that the sum of £8,000 

for Head 729-Minist!Y of Midwest Affairs­
stand part of the Schedule. 

· Question put and aireed to. 

! HEAD 334.-MINISTRY OF JUSTICE 

. Question proposed that the sum of £ 7 8, 5 70 
for · Head 334-Ministry of Justice-stand 
part of the Schedule. 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Chairman, Sir, I beg 
to move the following amendments: That 
Head 334, Sub-head 1, Item (2), one Regional 
Minister, as well as its financial provision, be 
deleted and that Sub-head 334, Sub-head 1, 
Item (45) be reduced by £562, thus leaving a 
balance of £538, and that Sub-head 1 
Item (4) be increased to £3,180 as against 
£2,940. 

Amendment propos~d. 

Amendment put and 'agreed to. 

Mr Oviasu: Mr Chairman, I rise to move 
that Head 334 be reduced by £5 . . I would 
tell the Minis~er of Justice, through the 
Chairman, that he should take care of the 
Customary Court Presidents . . Their 
activities very . much savour of corrupt 
practices. I think one of the reasons is that 
the people in such low income groups, 
particularly people in grade "C" courts 
are given car advances. You find that staff 
regulations which govern this is different 
from the General Orders which govern 
the Civil Servants. I have seen them 

. riding in cars. The tendency is that they 
try to play big after getting these advances 
to buy cars and they cannot maintain their 
cars with the meagre allowances given them. 
The result is that they sell justice ' to ·the 
highest bidders. 

Another point I would like to make is 
about what happens recently at Benin City. 
This was a ~ase which involved eight NCNC 
members from lshan Division. These people 
were remanded in custody for simple assault, 
and they were there for weeks. The judge 
of the High Court refused bail. (Govern­
ment Benches: What time was that?) 

It was about three months ago. 
· Mr Chairman, Sir, it is perturbing that 

other Action Group members who were 

involved in the same act were granted bail on 
the same day, by the same judge, but these 
eight people belonging to the NCNC. were not 
granted bnil and they remained iri custody 
for about three months. Mr Chainnan, 
I think this savours of injustice. These 
people have suffered undue hardship. I 
myself visited them personally in the prison 
and I noticed their condition was most 
discouraging. . . 

I would like the Minister of Justice to take 
note of this. I do not like to mention the 
name of the High Court judge. If' the · 
Minister wants to know the actual judge, 
Mr Chairman, Sir, I have told him the period 
and the Minister of Justice !mows who was 
the High Court · J,udge in Benin City. He 
contested election twice on. the platform of 
the Action Group and failed, but to compen­
sate him for his .struggle for the party he was 
made a judge. 

The Minister of Justice (Chief S~ 0. 
Ighodaro): · Mr Chairman Sir, I did not 
want to interrupt the hon . . Member for 
Benin Central when he was speaking about 
the High Court Judge. ·Actually it was not 
correct for him to speak of the High Court 
Judge in the way he has done. I did not 
want to interrupt him, but I want to point 
out that, in future, if he has any speci~l 
criticism to make of a High Court Judge, he 
knows, as an old parliamentarian here, · that 
the proper thing to do is to bring the que.stion 
on, a Motion attacking the judge. 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Chairman, Sir, the 
hon. Member should withdraw his motion as 
it is against Standing Order 27 (8) which read 
thus: · .. 

"The conduct of Her Majesty, Members 
of the Royal Family, the Governor-General, 
the Governor, Members of the House and 
Judges or the performance of judicial 
functions oy other persons shall \ not be 
raised except upon a Sub~tantive Motion; 
and in any amendment, Question from a 
Member or remarks in a debate on a motion 
dealing with any other subject, any 
reference to the conduct of the persons 
aforesaid shall be out of order." · 

Mr Chairman, Sir, with very, very great 
respect to you Sir,. this is not the first occasion 
when the hon. Member has stood on the 
floor of this House to smear the character of 
people. Only_ yesterday morning, on , the 
floor of this House, he made damaging 
allegations about Ministers building houses 
without advances; and now he comes again 
to attack a High Court Judge without doing 
so on a substantive Motion. I think .the 

>. 
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whole thing is malicious, ill-conceived, . 
mischievous and wicked, and it should be 
withdrawn. (Interruptions). 

Mr Oviasu: Mr Chairman Sir, if you 
want me to come on a· substantive motion. 
I shall be prepared to do so. (Interruptions). 
I h~ve only made a statement of facts. 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Chairman, Sir, I 
insist that the hon. Member should withdraw 
the attack on a high court judge, 

Mr Oviasu: Who is the High Court 
judge? 

Chief Odebiyi: . You said there was a 
· High Court judge who was appointed and 

who previously failed an election before he 
was appointed. . (Interruptions). 

·Mr Chairman: I think withdrawal will 
not be sufficient: really, he should be warned. 

· Chief Odebiyi: Th~ thing is out of 
order, Sir. It is out of order for him to 
raise the matter of a Hieh Court judge here 
unless . on a specific motion. He should not 
use the privilege of the House to damage 
innocent citizens of the Region. 

Mr Chairman: When the hon. Member 
was speaking I t_hought he was speaking of 
customary court judges. (Interruptions). 
May be the hon. Gentleman will tender an 
apology to the House. 

.... -

Mr Oviasu: Mr Chairman, Sir, I cannot 
· tender apologies to this House. If it IS 

your ruling that I should withdraw, I 
withdraw. (Shame; shame). 

Chief Aldntola : The hon. Member has 
withdrawn, but I have repeatedly said here 
that the good name of this country and that 
of the Region depends largely on statements 
made on the floor of this House. If we 
continue to .see nothing good about every­
thing in the Region what · type of reputation 
do you want this country to have abroad? 
If they are statements of fact, may I say that 
we have been, in this game for sometime. 
There are judges of the Supreme Court 
in Lagos who were formerly members of his 
party. We have never raised that question 
here. · I know many in the East who were 
members of his party; we have never 
raised it here. 

We do not make appointments to the 
·Bench; we do not make them, they are made 
by the Judicial Service Commission. Once 
an appointment is made, if even of him, who 
happens to be a Member of this House, as far 

as w~ arc concerned we will a~cept him: we 
will accept him as a Judge and as being above . 
reproach; but why is it that ' it is only with 
this side that he always likes to pick a quarrel? 
1 know my Friends of the NCNC~some of 
them professional colleagues, executive mem­
bers of the NCNC- who are High Court 
J udgcs in the East and in the Federal territory 
of Lagos. We are no fools, and it is not 
that justice always falls in our favour. ·If 
they continue to pick these things up, if they 
can get an Action Group man we will be able 
to get three or four NCNC men. But if they 
continue to say that a man is bad because 
ten years ago he was an NCNC member, · 
what will the country become? 

Chief . S. 0. Ighodaro: ' Reference was 
made to corrupt practices in customary courts. · · 
Already much has been said about this. This 
I must admit is a good deal of exaggeration. 
There has been no concrete case in fact. 
Speaking specifically of Benin area, the hon. 
Member from Benin Central West has in my 
offi.ce drawn my attention to this non­
granting of bail. If it was a true, statement' 
of fact that somebody was not granted bail, 
especially by a High Court Judge, the hon. 
Member, from the very statement he made, 
could be proved wrong because it is very, 
very rare to find that a High Court judge does 
not grant bail. If the . accusation had been'·· 
made of a customary court ·president, 
might have said that perhaps the s 
there was not stringent. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, I think that \vhen hon. · 
Members come to this House to criticis'~ '• 
c-ustomary_ courts or any other courts thex ·: 
wish us to take them' very seriously. I hope ·if 
that they will do me the compliment and · 
that they will do this House the compliment ' 
of making statements after very, very careful ' · 
investigation. The man in Benin, the High ·~ 
Court Judge there, is a man of great legal · 
ability; he is a man of great ability and 'his , 
record has been excellent. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, · I think there is 
that can be said here as far as the points 
by the hon. .Member on the Opposition 
Side is concerned. Actually, during #je 
debate on the Customary Court (Amendment) 
Bill, all that could be said was said in· this. ~. · 
House and, in fact, ·I was only wondermg;1 
when we ·carne to this Head, what new poiiits 
the Opposition would bring up. I was"not -· 
surprised that hon. Oviasu should be accus~a 
of bankruptcy of ideas as a result of his' new 
tactics here which I am sure he regrets . ... 

Amendment jmt and negatived. 
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[CHIEF lGHODARO] what they were charging for stamping and · 
registt·ation was £3 ; and he was even defend­
ing the increase in the land rent from £3 to £5 
as demanded by the Trustees. 

Question that the anumded sum of £ 75,560 
for Head 334.- Ministry of Justice- stand 
part of the Schedule p~tt and agre~d to. • 

HEAi:> · ~42.-DEPART~ENT OF PUBLIC .. 
. These are not the only sins of the Mh1istry. 

PROSECUTIONS 
You will be surprised to find that in . W arri 
the activities of the Town Planning Authority 
are embarrassing everybody. Now you will Question proposed that the sum uf £41,740 

for Head 342._.:_Department of Public Prosecu­
tions-stand part of the Schedule. 

Chief Odebiyi: I beg to move the 
following amendments : That in Head 342, 
sub-head 1, item (1), the provision be in­
creased to £3,180 which is Salary Group 3-
£3,180, and that the title under sub-head 1, 
item. (2), be changed to Deputy Director of 
Pubhc 'Prosecutions instead of Assistant 
D~rector of Public Prooecutions. 

.. be able to · imagine the present situation in 
Warri if the Ibadan Town Planning Authority · 
declares ~Jl available land between here and 
Oyo and between Ibada'n and Ife as town 
planning areas. That is exactly what is 
happening in Warri. You all know that land 
is scarce in Warri. In our Division we have 
only one town where cars and bicycles can 
be used and all the available farm land is . 
just around this t own alone. If that is the , 
position, what is the necessity for embarras- ~ 
sing the poor fartners by declaring' all their Amendment proposed. . 

Amendment put and agreed to . 

Question that the amended sum of £41,740 
f~r Head 342.-. Department of Public Prosecu­
tzons- stcmd part of the Schedule put and 
agreed to. · · ' 

HEAD 344-}UDICIAL 

Question proposed that the sum of £180,650 
for Head 344.-Judicial- stand part of the 
Schedule. ' 

Question put and agreed to. 

HEAD 335.- MINISTRY OF 
· LANDs AND HousiNG 

· Question proposed that the sum of. £347,990 
for Head 335.- Ministry of Lands and 
Housing- stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr ·Okumagba: Mr Chairman ' I 
move t.hat this item be reduced by £5 'and 
that th1s £5 be subtracted from the salary of 
the Minister himself. ' 

!VI.r Chairman, I @.m disappointed "in this 
Mm1s~ry because of the contradictory ex­
p~~~tlOns . given to questions put to the 
Mmtstry m the past. The Minister in . ' ans:ve.r to a question, explained that stamp 
duties and registration' fees in respect of deeds 
submitted by Communal Land Trustees 
would not. be paid and this was given to us in 
answer to a question some time last Session 
but during .the debate on a Bill submitted 
to . this House this Session the Minister 
explained that the . £5 charged by I tsekiri 
Communal Land Trustees in Warri was a 
f~ir fee which was charged as fee for registra­
tion and stamp duty on the land submitted by 
·the Trustees, even though he has before him a 
·letter submitted by me through the Speaker 
where the Trustees themselves wrote that 

. farm lands town planning areas? . 
The Minister knows the. details, ~nd :it is 

very surprising that he has not been able to 
give people who complained to him in Warri 
satisfactory explanation about the activities 
of the Town Planning Authority in Warri 
Division. . . · . 

Now it 'vill surprise Members to hear . " 
that the Town Planning Authority intends to 
acquire an area of 97.3 acres for the establish­
ment of a secondary school. It is like asking 
the Federal Government to grant Kings' 
College in Lagos Island an area of 60 acres. 
That is exactly what the Minister is giving 
his approval to the Town Planning Authority 
in Warri to do. ·What I am saying is that the 
'Minister should have thought over it and 
even seen the necessity for reducing the area 
that should be acquired for the purpose 
of establishing this secondary school. . I am ' 
not saying that land should not be made 
available for t!he secondary school, but what is 
the sense in insisting in a place like Warri 
on-as much as 97.3 acres for the establishment 
of a secondary school? Mr· Chairman the · 

·point I am making is that the Town Planning 
Aut~ority in Warri town is doing everything 
posstble to make the people embarrassed. 
I know it is not the intentio'n of the Minister 
that the Planning Authority should use their 
own power as they now do. So Mr Chair­
man, I am appealing to the Minister of Lands 
and Housing to look into the proqlems of the 
people of Warri. I am sure that if he is 
patient and that if he listens to their co~­
plaints he will find that the case is a very 
good one. ' . . 

Mr Chairman, I move that the amount be 
reduced by £5 . . 

Amendment proposed. 
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The Minister of Lands and Housing 
(Chief J. 0. Adigun): Mr Chairman, I am 
not sure that the hon. Member got the point 
correct that I gave a contradictory answer to 
a question which was asked on the floor of 
this House. He said that I mentioned that 
fees could be charged by Itsekiri· Communal 
Land Trustees. I do not think that is correct. 
What I said was that there are no addi tiona! 
fees apart from those stipulated, and at that 
time I made it clear that fees charged should 
be for administrative expenses and postages. 

. . 
I mentioned that even on Crown land the 

Government is charging a fee of £6 and that 
if Itseki.ri Communal Land Trustees charge 

. £5, .they are not charging anything extra­
ordinary and that it is to enable documents 
to be prepared and to maintain' a number of 
officers, clerks and ·so on, who help and that 
the sending of documents to Ibadan and from 
Ibadan back involved expenses . . It will not 
be fair to expect the Trustees to bear these 
extra costs. 

The hon. Member also mentioned that 
new charges are being made by way of rent. 
Well; iri. the case of Crown lands, after a 
period of twenty years Government reserves 

' the right to raise rent on crown lands, and I 
think it is only fair that the trustees should 
increase rent in their own cities because the 
land would have been developed during the 
period; it would not be ·fair to charge the 
same old rent that was charged when the 
land had not been developed at all. If there 
is a rent revision clause, automatically it will 
not be fair to charge the same old rent. If 
the rent was £5 before it was developed, and 
it is now £15, it must have taken into consi­
deration the value of the d~velopment on the 
land. I think that is the normal procedure. 

. The hon. Member also referred to the 
whole area in Warri Division being declared as 
a planning area. It is within the competence 
of a Town Planning Authority to declare a 
planning area. If it chooses to declare the 
whole area of War,ri as planning area, I do not 
think there is anything extraordinary in it. 
The saine thing obtains in Ibadan here. 
There are other planning areas which have 
been declared planning ar~as by other plan­
ning authorities. Another example is Ikeja 
Division. It is such a wide area and the 
planning area declared by the Ikeja Town 
Planning Authority covers Ikeja, Badagry and 
Ikorodu areas and other areas outside Ikeja. 

I think it will be unfair to the authorities 
ofsecondary schools at Warri referred to by 
the hon. Member to ask them not to acquire 
the ·area of 97.3 acres. ·-The board of gover-

nors intend~ to expand the school in the 
future, and if land is made available to the 
school I do not think anybody should have 
cause to quarrel with them. If the hon. 
Member feels that his land is affected by this 
acquisition, he must make a proper approach 
to the college authorities. I think, that they . · · 
will be prepared to listen to him if a good 
case is made and that they will be prepared 
to make necessary adjustments, 

I am not in a position to ae-ree with the 
hon. Member that the area declared by the 
Town Planning Authority at Warri is so 
large and embarrasing to the people of 
Warri . 

So far, I have not got any complaints to . 
this effect, and certainly, if people are embar­
rassed,· the hon. Member should know that · 
they ought to make representations to . the 
Government. Mr Chairman, Sir, I oppose 
the amendment. ' 

Amendment put and negatived. 

Question that the sum of £347,990 for Head 
355.-Ministry of Lands and Housing- stand . 
part ofthe Schedule, put i:md agreed to. 

HEAD 731.-MINISTRY OF 
LANDs AND Housn,rG 

.(OTHER NON-RECURRENT EXPENDI!URE) 
Question proposed that the sum of £250,000 

for Head 731.- Ministry of Lands and 
Housing-stand part of the Schedule~ 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Chairman, Sir, I 
beg to move the following amendments: 
That the provision under Head 731, Ministry 
of Lands and Housing, under non-recurrent 
expenditure, be ,increased to £273,480 and 
that consequential amendments be made in · 
the Estimates to read as follows: ·,That a new 
Sub-head 5, entitled "Valuation of Properties 
of the · National Investment and Properties 
Company ·Limited" be inserted and a. provi­
sion of £23,480 shown against it. 

Amendment put and agreed to. 

Question that the amended sum of £273,480 . 
for Head 731- Ministry of Lands and Housing 
- stand part of the Schedule, put and agreed to. · 

HEAD 336.-MINISTRY OF LABOUR · .. 

Question proposed that the sum of £15,960 
Head 336.- Ministry of Labour- stand par( of 
the Schedule. 

Chief Odebiyi: M r Chairman, Sir, . I 
beg to move the following ·amendments 'to 
Head 336, Ministry of Labour: That the new 
Sub-head 1, Item (4), 1 Principal Labour 
Officer on a salary of £2,300 .be inserted, ap.d 
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the remaining ite:ns renumbered accordingly 
· as 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 and so on. 

Secondly, that the new Sub-head I, Item 
(9), namely, Minister's allowance, be reduced 
by £140 bringing it to £410. 

Amendment put and agreed to. 
Question that the amended sum of £18,120 

for Head 336-Ministry of Laboitr-stand 
part of the. Schedule, put and agreed to. 

' 

HEAD 337.-. MINISTRY OF 
LocAL GoVERNMENT 

Question proposed that the sum of £193,920 
· for Head 337-Ministry of Local Government 
·-stand part of the Schedule. 

M~ K. 6. Owonikoko: 1 beg to move 
that £5 be cut from this Head. This 
Ministry is very important and it has a lot 
to do with the people of the Region. Our 
Councils derive powers from the Government, 
and these people are in the Councils. How­
ever, the Ministry of Local Government 
can in this Region protect the day-to-day 
running of the affairs of the Local Govern­
ment Councils. 

As a member of my Council in ' Iseyin 
District, I have to state that about three 
months ago that Council attempted to make a 
certain bye-law to stop drumming and the' 
sound of bugles in my area. This bye­
law was moved by the Council and forwarded 
to the Ministry of Local Government. 

To start with, the ., Minister of Local 
Government returned these · papers to my 
Council. He said a copy of the bye-law 
should be printed and distributed among the 
members,_ of the .public so that they could 

their comments. · This was done 
within a forthnight. All these things were 

round the township and were follovy-ed 
many representations to the Minister of 

Government. 

I think the Minister of Local Government 
taken the initiative · to order the publica­

tion of this bye-law so that we may know the 
wish of the people in those areas. I think 
that. is what is eA.pected of a Local Govern­

Minister. Be should not just stamp 
bye-law and cause trouble in many 

of the Region. But after all these 
entations have gone to the Ministry 

Local Government, the Minister has not 
able to .make any enquiry. 

With all these remarks, 1 appeal to the 
· not just to stamp the bye-laws but 

\~u .• -~t.l!ril tl"'o see that they are in order. 

Chief A. 0. Adeyi: Mr Chairman, Sir, 1 
think the hon. Member is trying to mislead 
the • Chairman on the point which he has 
just raised. He has actually informed the 
House correctly and properly on the represen­
tation which was sent to the Minister of · 
Local Government for approval. Even though 
Iseyin is one of the ancient Y oruba towns, 
it does not mean that its regulations or 
traditions and customs are different from 
any Yoruba towns in Western -Nigeria, and · 
for the hon. Gentleman to come here to tell 
us that their custom at Iseyin is different 
from that of Ibadan, Oyo, Shaki is an attempt 
to mislead this honourable House and I do 
not think that the Chairman ~ill allow this 
man to go away with this erroneous impres- · 
sion he is trying to create here·. 

As a matter of fact, members of the staff 
of the Ministry of Local. Government gave 
very great assistance to the .Opposition 
Members of Iseyin ,District Council in their 
opposition to these bye-laws which were 
sent to the Minister of Local Governrrient 
for approval. ·Hon. Yerokun, a Member .of . 
the House of Representatives, sent many 
spurious representations to the Minister of 
Local Government which the Minister 
considered in his patience- we must credit 
this holy Alhaji for his patience in dealing 
with these people. He has exercised so much 
patience than any person has ever exercised 
in dealing with his people who go so low as to 
task and try to exhaust a man who has gone to 
Mecca and has done everthing to climb that 
holy hill. All the same, in spite of his efforts 
to give this satisfaction, they were trying to 
mislead . an Imam serving in Iseyin to keep 
on kicking against traditional authorities · at 
Iseyin. The Aseyin of lseyin is the only · 
Oba in Iseyin and must be respected. (Cheer$). 
I think that if any councillor h!\ppens to win 
an election ancf comes to the House of 
Assembly, he should know his limit. It is no . 
licence for liberty to attack traditional 
authorities or people who are ·placed iri 
positions of respect. 

Well, I feel, Sir, that the hon. Member 
is trying to give us an erroneous impression 

. to mislead you Sir. !,just liked to give that 
information. 

Mr Okumagba:. Mr Chairman Sir, 
I think that democratic government in the 
hands of the Action Group of Nigeria is a 
dangerous weapon. Now I .repeat Mr 
Chairman, Sir, democracy as an instrument 
of government, placed in the hands of the 

·Action Group is a dangerous weapon; 
If we watch the operation of the Local 
Government Law in the Western Region, we 

:,~ ... I 
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come to the conclusion- the obvious conclu­
sion~that the Action Group as a party can 
never govern ·well anywhere in Nigeria. 
They can never goverri anywhere in the 
Federation, unless one condition is fulfilled. 
I agree that there nrc bruins in the Action 
Group~ but I know that the only cdndition 
under which they can govern fairly and justly 
is where there is only one party in the whole 
of Western Region. That is the only 
.condition that must be fulfilled- before we 
can enjoy the · good Government of the 
Action· Group of Nigeria (Cheers). Well 
when we listen to the speeches of the Premier 
in this House-

Mr Chairman: . Order, O•der. Will the 
hon·. gentleman please go strictly into the ..... . 

Mr Okumagba: I am on Local Govern-
. ment Sir. Mr Chairman, I will go strictly 
into . the subject. You are ready for the 
work and we are all men. I can sit until 
dawn. Mr Chairman I make these remarks 
because of my study of the activities of the 
Minister of Local Government in the 
application of the Law to Warri Urban 
District Council, Interruptions). The Mini­
ster of Midwest Affairs is not in charge of local 
goveriunent councils. It was , not he who 
dissolved Warri Urban District Council. 
I am criticising the Minister of Local Govern-

. ment and I have the right of speaking on the 
Local Government . estimates. He will be 

· able to reply all the points but he should allow 
me to make them. 

.When the election into Warri Urban 
District Council was won by my party the 
NCNC, we carried out very fairly and 
satisfactorily our duties to the electorates 
and qi.tite satisfactorily to the Ministry of 
Local Government. There was no complaint 
.from the Ministry · of ·Local Government 
and also no complaint from the local govern­
ment council. We were working on smoothly 
till sometime last year when we heard an 
announcement that the . Council was dissolved 
and the Minister of Local Government gave 
no reason whatsoever for the dissolution. 
Surely, the reasons why a Council rna); be 
dissolved are all provided in the Local 
Government Law. We should have expected 

. the Minister of Local Government to give us 
· reasons why he considered it necessary to 

dissolve the Council but no reason was given. 
After the dissolution a Sole Administrator was 
appointed. The Local Government Adviser 
w~ appointed Sole Administrator for the 
Council area; and will the Minister of Local 
Government explain to us on the floor of 

this House why it was necessary to replace 
the Sole Administrator by a Committee of 
Management? . 

I . can understand the anxiety of the 
Minister . of Local Government and I shall 
switch on to another subject for whicl1:' . 
he will find no answer ahd for which he will 
have nothing to say to cover him. 

Mr Chairman, we are doing bad business;· 
we ought to be sleeping now, so· that we can ' 
come .. here tomorrow: morning, quite free .. 
for theday. (An hon.~Member rose)-

! am not yielding. (Interruptions)." 
is the necessity of rushing through in 
mid-night? You . can give us some time 
rest so that we can 'come here tomorrow 
expose their faults. Yes, I know we are on· 
Mr Chairman, we are all men; v;e won't 
them to rush through 'the Estimates; we 
to do our jobs. If we are only two or three, 
we are here to oppose. 

Mr Chairman, I come to another role of 
the Minister of Local Government. It is 
recent £ '650,000 Warri Market building loan. 
The Minister should first of all say whether ~ 
in fact a contract has been signed between · 
the Management Committee of Warri Urban'· 
Council and Gamon of Nigeria Limited,' 
because surely an announcement was made 
by the Management after one of theif 
usual monthly meetings that they had signed 
a contract with Gamon of Nigeria Limited · 
the building of a modern market in Warri 
a value of £650,000 . . · I want an '"'-"'-!J><<J'"'"•vu1 

from the Minister because I knew, when I 
was a 'Councillor in the Warri Urban District 
Council, that no contract exceeding a . 
sum can be executed by any Council 
the prior approval of the Minister of . 
Government. So I am right to 
that if it is true that contract worth 
£650,000 was entered into between 
Management Committee .and a certain 
in Nigeria, surely the Minister ought to 
known, because he ~hould give . the 
approval before any action like that can 
taken. 

· I asked this question on the floor of 
House when !made my speech on the 
priation Bill but the Minist~r of Finance 
not give me an answer. If he had. given 
any answer, I should not have ·raised 
matter now. l want the Minisler to "' .... ..., .... .. 
if it is true that the contract had been ,,.6 .... ,.~ .... J' 

or it has not been signed. If the M 
will confirm this I will b~ v~ry happy becau6e 
I would consider it a very great mistake itthe 

1 
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Government of the Western Region could 
approve a project like that. 

Why should a council with an annual 
revenue much less than £80,000 be saddled 
with a loan of £650,000? Even at this time 
of austerity, I will not consider a £650,000 
modem market first in the list of priorities 
for Warri Urban District Council Area in an · 

'_ area where there is no sufficient water supply, 
tess~~~- -in ·an area where there l.s ·no sufficient money 
can .,: for the construction of roads in the council" 
free - area? Surely ··no man will approve such an . 

·expenditure for a council area of the size 
of the Warri UrbaP- District Council. There­
fore, I will be very much happy if the Minister 
assures this House that such contract has not . 
been signed. I will even question the action 
of any company agreeing to build any market~ 
worth £650,000 for a council area without 
·demanding a penny but only under the 
promise that the money will be paid and 
that the loan is guaranteed by the Western 
Region Government. I should have been 

[e of 't very ,surprised and should have called on 
s the·• .tqe Government of the Federation to . investi­
loan. ·: gate the interest of the Company in the matter. 
~ther • (lnterrnptions) .. I am not yiel~ing. ~r 
.veen·- Chairman, I will be very happy thts evenmg 
rban if the Minister of Local Government assures 
,ited, '· us that the debit contract has not been signed. 

nade 1 Mr Chairman, . I move that the , item be 
their/ reduced by £5. I am a good representative 
gne~ ; of Warri and ) won my election and they 
d -for want me to represent them. 
rr~ at~ · Amendment proposed. . 
atton 
Lep.: I The Minister of Local Government 
~~rt?~\ (Alhaji D. S. Adegbenro): The answer to 
~fam ~ the question whether a contract has been 
: ou~- signed with the Gamon Nigeria Limited with 
-t~ ~ the Warri Urban District Council is, '"No". 
::: u e (Cheers). The Committee of Management 
Lbo~t: of the Coun.cil has only submitted an applica-

t e tion to my Ministry for consideration and, ' 
~rm through wh~t is ~now~ ge?erally throughout 
fi a vi ·: the Federatton ·of N tgena as, Contractor­

na Finance, that ·Committee of Management 
l~\ ~{J is now. seeking. my approval to allow it to 

, "·,:-:. enter mto an agreement of that nature 
f this with Messrs Gamon of Nigeria to build 
)pro- ' a modern market for the use of the people 
e did of Warri township. I am sure that the 
n me hon. Member for Warri East is not going to 
' this make. himself ridiculous, because it will_ be 
:plain '1/ery difficult for him to say, when he gets 
[gned' back to Warri, that Warri is not ripe for a 
1.isten modern market, like what we have in Onitsha, 
cause Jos .ap.d other parts of this country. As a 
if th" . 

matter of fact, Sir, I can also assure him that 
the matter is being activery considered 
in my Ministry and I propose to place all the 
facts before the Gcvernment, and if Govern­
ment is satisfied that the proposal is sound 
and that there is nothing wrong in Govern­
ment giving approval . for such a contract, 
it will act accordingly. It is one of the 
important policies of my Ministry that Local 
Authorities should explore further sources . of 
revenue for many services which they are 
called upon from time to time · to render 
to the people. As a matter of fact, markets · 
certainly are sources of revenue for Local 
Authorities. I have approved several loans 
for Local Authorities _to build motor parks 
and ,markets, and so on and so forth, arid 
Wai:ri cannot be an exception in this case~ 

' · The only point raised by the Member for 
Oyo North is in respect of a bye-law which 
has been approved by my Ministry in respect 
of drumming and sounding of bugles, and I 
am indeed grateful to my hon. colleague, the 
Minister of Agriculture and Natural Resour­
ces, who has given the facts of the case. · I 
only like to add that one of the contestants 
of the Aseyin stool, . who happens to . be a · 
Muslim has always paraded himself about 
as an Oba, and I have taken the trouble to 
invite him and his supporters on several 
occasions, and efforts have been made to 
persuade him not to do so again. I have on 
several occasions also sent my senior officials . 
to Iseyin to persuade this man, in the interest 
of free movement and in the interest of 
our holy religion, the religion of Islam, that he · 
should desist from 'parading as an Oba in 
Iseyin. 

I am sure, Mr Chairman, Sir, that I know 
many more people on that side of this House 
who will confirm that the sounding of bugles 
is certainly not one that is Islamic, nor a're 
they used for prayers or at any hour of our 
prayers at all. l think I am an authority in 
that regard . . (Applause). Let us persuade 
our friend to desist from doing it. (Applause). 

Some time ago, his Council submitted a 
Bye-law to the Ministry for approval. I 
must say that I shall have no hesitation 
whatever in approving the bye..: law in order to 
bring home to this misguided "Aseyin of. 
Iseyin", the true position of things. He must 
be told that he will be acting against the Law 
if he acts in that manner. I will appeal to my 
hon. Friend, the Member for Oyo North, to 
take this . to the old man that ; from hence- · 
forth, he should desist from sounding bugles. 
If he does not desist from doing so, I shall not 
hesitate to evoke that particular · section of 
the bye-law. 

.; .- I 
,· " 
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r am once more, in my usual practice, 
appealing to all Members, particularly Mem­
bers opposite me; to do everything to see 
that ··peace, order and good government 
re1gn supreme in their part of the Region. 
Ifahybody tries to set aside what I have said, 
I shall have no hesitation whatever in teaching 
such a person a sound lesson. 
· Amendment put and negatived. 
Ques'tion that the sum of £193,920 for Head 

337- Ministry . of Local Government- stand 
part of the Schedule, put and agreed to. 

. HEAD 346.-. LocAL, GoVERNMENT 
SERVICE BOARD . 

·Question proposed, that the sum of £19,310 
. for Head 346-. Local Government Service 

Board- stand part of the Sched7-i-!e. 

Mr K. 0~ Owonikoko: Mr Chairman, 
Sir, I beg to move that the sum of £5 be 
reduced from Head 346-Local Governm~nt 
Service Board. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, as regards the Local 
Government Service Board, l have this to 
say. Very often in this House, 'the Govern­
ment has always given the impression that it is 
ready to defend the Local Government 
Service Board. Members of the Government 
have always · said that this Board does its 
work independently. However, it is not 
difficult to say · something-something 'in 
defence of this Board-but what is very 
important is to put into practice what they 
have said. Mr . Chairman, Sir, this Local 
Government Service Board is more or less 
a waste' of money. But why not allow the 
Board to do its work itself? It appears to me 
that many of the appointments, especially the 
appointments of Customary Court Judges, 
are being done by the Local Government 
Service Board. Well, as far as the appoint­
ments of the Local Gove1"11Illent SerV-ice 
Board are concerned, I appeal to Government 
to post some of these people appointed 
by the Board to different Councils in the 
Region. 

What I · have in mind is tha.t Councils' 
staff should, from time to time, be transferred 
from one place to another. • In my Council 
area, I can ·assert .that appointments are not 
always subject to the interference of any 
Minister; but the same cannot be said of the 
Local Government Service Board, for Minis­
ters have hands in some of the appointments. 
How can people appointed by politicians 
(and in some cases politicians themselves) 
discharge justice in an impartial way? At 
times, we find that some Action Group 

leaders also have hands in the employment 
or appointment of some of these Judges. 
Now, this is worse, for people who are 
appointed through the influence ·of party 
men can never be expected to dispense 
justice impartially. (Interruptions). · 

In my town, Sir, . before the Customary 
Court ' system was introduced, the old 
system- District Council Courts- was func­
tioning; but when the new one was 
introduced, the people'who were members of 
the old District Council Courts were thrown 
out. Up till now, Sir, nothing has been 
done for them. Of the three affected, two of 
them are senior Chiefs who have gained 
considerable experience in deciding cases. 
Why they were thrown out, we do not know. 
(A member of the Governmen't: What are 
their names?) ...... (Interruptions). 

Mr Chairman, Sir, I believe . that these 
chiefs were removed from the Customary 
Court panel for political reasons. I sugges~ 
that if the Local Government Service Board 
is to do its work, and efficiently too, it should 
be left alone; there should be no interference ' · 
from within or outside the Board. Some '· 
people in my area have been parading the 
streets asserting ·. that these chiefs were not 
appointed Customary Court J uc!ges because 
they stood in their way. They added that . 
because a Minister of State in the Western 
Region is from the area, they 'were very sure 
that whatever they wanted would be got. 
As a result of many things . happening in 
the area, a representation was made to the 
Premier to this effect in which it was stated · 
that the non-inclusion of these Chiefs . has~.­
something to do with politics. · We urged . 
the Premier to do everything in his power. 
to see that these chiefs are by right appointe;:~ •, 
Customary Court Judges. Well, Sir, we' · 
expected that the Premier would at least.. 
reply to our representations, but, up tiW · 
now, · nothing has been heard from him. 
Added to this, the local leaders of the .n.l;uv•·•f:.." 

Group have been bragging· about that 
Government belongs to them and they 
sure · that the Premier would not, even 
he replies, . give favourable consideration· .. ~ .. .f'],...,, 
the representation. Now, Sir, it .is 
clear that the appointments of 
Court Judges are subject to interference fror_n 
outside "authorities". , I was surprised whet?­
! heard this evening that the Board is indepen­
dent, receives no order from anybody, an~· 
acts perfectly independently. ' 

~ 

May 1 seize this opportunity to appeal to 
the Premier on the floor of this House to 
reconsid~r ·· the matter. Mr Chainn.an, !I 

. tl 
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suggest, among other things, that the Boa~d 
should b.e entirely left with the appointment 
or recruttment and control of its staff· or 
1 

. 1 , , 
a temat1ve y, th~ appointment of Customary 
Court Judges and other staff should be 

· removed from the Local Government Service 
Board and placed in the hands of a more 
independent authority. I have already told 
you that there is a s~ction of the people in 
my area who brag that a Minister in the 
Cabinet-their son-would help them so that 
they can .. continue to d? what they like. 
(Interrup~xons). Mr Chairman, Sir, I am 
very senous. The Attorney-General 'and 
.~inister of Justice should please look into 
. r'ny charges and act promptly. Appointments 
of Customary Court Judges must not be based 
on political grounds nor would outside 
interference be · the solution of the ills· which 
now exist, 

Mr Chairmar., Sir, I beg to mov~. (Inter­
ruptions). 

Amendment put and negatived. 
Question that the sum of £19,310 for Head 

346.-Local Government Service Board­
stand part of the Schedule put and agreed to. 

HEAD 338.- MINISTRY OF 
CHIEFTAINCY AFFAIRS 

. Question propos~d. that the sum oj £23,579 . 
for Head 338.-Mxmstry of Chieftaincy Affairs 
-stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr Okumagba: Mr Chairman Sir 
this. head shquld be reduced by £5. M; 
C~airman, I have sever'al reasons for proposing 
this amendment. (Long pause). 

(Governm~t Benches.; Talh now). ·· 
I have thirty minutes·. What is the point? 
(Government Benches: Carry on). 

If you want to keep , us here, \Ve would do 
the job as it should be done. (Laughter) . 

Question put and agreed to. 

HEAD 339.- MINISTRY OF 
TRADE AND INDUSTRY 

Question propos~d.that the sum of £250,240 . 
for Head 339.-. Mtmstry of Trade and Industry 
-stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr Oviasu: Mr Chairman, I move th<tt 
Head 339 be r<.!duccd by £5. 

I like to dra:w the special attention of the 
Minister of Trade and Industry to the special 
statement made earlier during this Session 
by a Member of the Opposition calling for a 
Commission of Inquiry into the financial 
activities of the C.S.A. Limited (Co-operative 

Supply Association Limited) . We Members 
of the Opposition believe that the financial 
activities of that Company is not in good 
order, and to substantiate I quote ·some . 
figures. Tl:t_atComp.any is always working at 
g!~at losses. · In the year 1957-58, it operated 
at a loss of £91,458. In the year 1958--59 
it operated at a loss of £76,198. In th~ 
year 1959-60, it operated at· a loss of £74 288. 
What I want at this stage is for the Mi~ister 
of Trade and Industry to tell this House 
how that Company gets these funds. If it· is 
Government funds, Government should do 
something. ab<?ut ~t bec~use such C'Ompany 
does not Justify 1ts existence if it should 
continue to operate ~t such huge losses 
every year . 

The second point I like to make is this : 
the retail trade. The Premie'r of this Region 
gave at;. indication some time ago that · 
the retail trade or the distributive trade will 
be. confined to the indigenous citizens of .. 
Western Nigeria. That statement was · 
greeted with applause but, since then, no ' 
step has been tak~n to ensure that the distri­
butive trade in Vl estern Nigeria is corifirie'd . 
exclusively to the citizens. If Western 
Nigeria takes the lead in that, . it would be 
very nic~. In fact this is not the only 
country m the world which is practising it. 
For example in the Sudan, before a man can 
engage in the distributive trade in 'that 
country he must have naturalised in that 
country and to · naturalise he must have 
stayed in that country for twenty-five years. 
In. Gl:ana, you .a.ll are aware that about eight 
Ntgenan famthes were refused landing- . 
recently because the Ghanaian Government 
thought they were coming to engage in dis­
tributive trade in Ghana. So I do nbt think 

. it would be out of place ·for the Western 
Nigeria Government to make necessary 
arrangements to ensure that the distributive 
trade is exclusively in the hands of its 
indigenous citizens. 

Amendment proposed. 

The Minister of Trade and Industry 
(Mr K. S. Y. Momoh): I think that not 
only the Premier's statement mentioned' the 
question of distributive trade, but the, Minis­
ter of Economic Planning and Community 
Development and my · own self also made 
statements here last week, and Government 
is l?ursu.ing ti:e question very actively in 
rOnJunctiOn With the Industrial Promotions 
Commission. I .feel that that ought to have 
satisfied the wishes of the han. Member. 
That is the position, Sir. 

As far as the question of the Co-operative 
Supply Association Limited .is concerned 

' 
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it is one of the biggest 'distribution companies 
m the Region and it deposits all its- (Inter­
ruptions). Whether there has been any loss 
or not, or whether there is a question of 
enquiry that must be considered. As I said 
last week it is no use · asking l_\S to appoint a 
Commission of Inquiry when no attempt has 
been made ·to substantiate the question of 
misappropriation. The point · which the 
hon. Gentleman was making this morning is 
not a question of misappropriation; it is a 
question of losses, and, that is not unusual 
in all business organisations. We would do 
our best to find out. 

· Amendment put and negatived. 
·Question that the sum of £250,240 for 

. Head 339.-Ministry of Trade and Industry­
stand part of the Schedule, pu~ and agreed to. . .. 

HEAD' 735.- MINISTRY OF 
TRADE AND INDUSTRY 

(OTHER NON- RECURRENT EXPENDITURE) 

Question proposed that the sum of £33,550 · 
for Head 73.'1.- Ministry of Trade and Industry 

(Other Non-recurrent Expenditure)- stand part . 
·of the Schedule. 

Question put and ag~eed to . 
Chief Odebiyi rose in his place and claimed 

to move that the Chairman do report progress 
and ask leave to sit again .. 

Question put and agreed to . 
(Mr Speaker resumed the chair). 

Committee report progres,s- To sit again 
this day. · 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, .the 
Committee of Supply shall sit agaiq. at 
11 o'clock today to consider the remammg 
Heads of the Estimates. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion made, and Question proposed, That 
this · House do now· adjourn till 11 a.m.- · 
(Chief Odebiyi). 

Question pu.t and agreed to. 

House accordingly adjourned at 3.44 a.m. 
to resume sitting at H o'clock this day. 

.. 
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WESTERN HOUSE OF 
ASSEMBLY 

TUESDAY, 17TH APRIL, 1962 
(The House met at 11.38 a.m.) 

PRAYERS 
(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

BU~INESS MOTIONS 
Suspensio~ of St~ding Order 4 (2) 

The Minister of Economic Planning 
and Community Development (Oba C. D. 
Akran)!· I beg to move.that Standing Order 
4 (2) be suspended this day to allow the House 
to continue sitting after 1'.00 p.m., if necessary. 

· ' The Minister of Justice and Attor~ey­
General (ChiefS. 0. Ighodaro): I beg to 
second. 

· Question proposed. 
Question put and agreed to. 

ADJOURNMENT SINE DIE 
Oba Akran: , I beg to move that at its 

rising this day the House shall adjourn 
sine die. 

" 
Chief Ighodaro: I beg to second. 
Question proposed. 
Question put and agreed to. , 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT 
Establishment of a Fourth Region ' 

The . Minister of Justice and Attorney­
General (Chief S. 0. Ighodaro): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, the .hon. Premier, in moving 
the . resolution disapproving and rejecting 

' the SO'-called proposal by the Federation to . 
provide for the creation of Midwest Region, 
indicated that the issue was serious enough_ 
to be taken to another forum. I wish to 
announce to the House that I have this 
morning filed two actions in the Federal 
Supreme Court challenging the validity of 
the steps already taken . by the Federation, 
with ~he assistance of Northern Nigeria and 

. Eastern Nigeria, purporting to approve by 
resolution the so-called proposal to create 
the new Region. 

We live in a democracy under the rule of 
law. We are governed under a Constitution 
shaped by the ha,nd of our own leaders. It 

1 is therefore our bounden duty to ensure tQ.at 
the authorities vested with powers an'd duties 

· under the Constitution and the law of our 
country act strictly in compliance therewith. 
I am satisfied that this is not. being done. 
It is my bounden duty, as Attorney-General 

of Western Nigeria, to take appropriate steps 
to ensure that in so far as the interests of this 
Region are concerned the provisions of o)l-r 
Constitution are strictly complied with. You 
ask me what would be the alternative? I 
shudder to think that if we lose respect for 
the rule of law and the sanctity of the Constitu­
tion, democracy would take to its heels and 
anarchy would reign , supreme. We. ilre · in 
duty bound, Mr Speaker, to do all in our 
power to prevent such an undesirable state 
of affairs. 

BILLS: FIRST READING 

The following Bills, brought from the Other 
House, were· presented and read the First 
time; they were ordered to be read a Second 
time this day:- · 

(1) ',I'he Chiefs (Amendment) Bill. 
(2) The Council of Obas and Chiefs 

(Amendment) Bill. . . 
ORDER OF THE DAY 

THE CHIEFS (AMENDMENT) BILL . 
SECOND READING 

Order for Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Chieftaincy Affairs 
(Dr J. 0. Omitowoju): In November 1960, 
a Sessional Paper No. 14/1960 was laid on 
the Tables of the Legislature of Western 
Nigeria. In paragraph 9 of that Paper, it 
was proposed that the Minister of Midwest . 
Affairs · would be delegated with certain 
executive powers and that as Chairman of 
Midwest Minority Council, he would be in 
close ·touch with that Council and · be in an 
advailtageous ·position to appreciate tQ.e 
views and attitudes of members when 
exercising his powers. 

In paragraph 10 of that Paper, it was 
stated that relev~nt laws would be amended 
to permit the delegation of executive powers' 
to the Minister in regard to certain aspects 
of matters closely related to local usages and 
customs in the Midwest area. Such matters 
were to include besides, communal land 
and local government councils, the institution 
of chieftaincy and traditional authority in the 
area. 

Last February, the Governor assigned the 
subject of chieftaincy matters in the Midwest 
Area,· excluding Akoko-Oke and Warri 
Divisions, to the Minister of Midwest · 
Affairs. In order to ·allow the Minister to 
perform his statutory functions, it is· necessary 
to amend the Chiefs Law Cap. 19, to give the 
interpretation o~ "the Minister" as contained 

.. 
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in Part . I of the Law to mean the Minister of 
Midwest Affairs in respect of chieftaincy 
matters affecting the Midwest Area, excluding 
Akoko-Oke and Warri Divisions. 

Oba · Akran: I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 

Mr V.I. Amadasuil (Benin West I): Mr 
. Speaker, Sir, I thank you this morning for 

giving me .an opportunity to say something 
about this Bill the Second Reading of which 
has been lazily presented to the House 

· by the Minister of Cp.ieftaincy Affairs. 

Mr Speaker this Bill is indeed a very 
·slippery one. People will think that thi~­
Action Group Goverrnnent .... · .. (Laughte.r 
and interruptions). I am standing as Amada­
sun from Benin and opposing this Bill, firstly 
because of the political inconsistency of the 
Action Group, and secondly because the 
Minister to whom the functions are being 
transferred is by no means a Chief: he is a 
commoner. These are the two categories 

· towards which my points of criticisms will be 
directed. 

Now Mr Speaker, what does the Bill 
purport to indicate? The Bill, Mr Speaker, 
Sir, seeks to transfer chieftaincy matters in 
the Midwest to a ' Midwesterner. The 
reason behind that, Sir, is. that the Mover 
himself does not know ' anything about 
chieftaincy matters in the Midwest. He 
wants a son of the soil to handle the intricate 
matters concerning the Midwest. 

I 'should not have opposed this Bill. 
· A few days ago, last Friday, fortunately for 

you, 1 was not in · the House. Mere . is a 
Government that wants to transfer respons­
ibility for a certain area not known to the 
Regional Minister to a person of the soil. 
The people in that area have cried out that 
they want the principle of self-determination 
to be given them by' creating the Midwest 
State. : They have ·now turned round to say, 
"We are 'going to the Court". Go and we 

· will follow you: If you go to heaven, we will 
follow you too. (Laughter) Mr Speaker, Sir, 
1 am not playing; 1 am talking seriously. If 
you go to Heaven we are ready to follow you. 

• t . • 

·Now Mr s tfe'aker, Sir; 1 remember 
vividly that, in 1955, a responsible man in the 
Actiort Group, Mr Showole- (Interruptions) . 
Mr Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to be protected. 

Mr Speaker: You are alread~ protected. 

Mr Amadasun: . Thank you -very much. 

Mr .D. K. Olumofin: Point of Orde~. 
The question of Midwest is not the subject 
for discussion, so that nobody should talk . · 
about it now. 

Mr Amadasun: I do not agree because 
he is ·not learned. 

Mr. Speaker: I have got to rule on that 
order." My ruling is that the point is, upheld. 

Mr Amadasun: Well, Mr Speaker, $ir, · 
I still have my parliamentary views. 

Mr Speaker: I beg your pardon. I do 
not"say that the matter app·e.rtaining to the·· 
Midwest aspect should not be discussed . . 
But the creation of the Midwest should not oe. 
discussed. · 

Mr Amadasun: Be that' as it :may, ' I 
have been able to prove the political inconsis- .' 
tency of the Action Group Government in 
the· Western. Region by being inconsistent '. 
and by transferring to· one man in the' 
Midwest, its policy, but when the people· 
want self-determination they have been 
refused. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is pretty clear that the 
other House.has agreed to and passed this Bill. · 
I used to speak with respect in connection 
with the Chiefs. The other week, Sir, when 
I mentioned that the Chiefs' car basic allow­
ance should not be taken away from them, · 
as they were not given adequate remuneration 
for their traditional posts, some of the 
Chiefs became annoyed and the following · 
day I became sick. Despite that, Sir, I am 
still going to say that the Chiefs should not 
pass such a , Bill in the House. The reason 
Sir, is·, that the Chiefs from the Yorub~ 1 

section _of the Western Region could condes.:: 
cend to pass such a Bill, but the Chiefs in the 
Midwest-! want Mr Otobo to understand-- .. 
should not condescend to agree to pass 'such 
a Bill which gives power to a common. 
person who knows nothing about the 
traditional chieftaincy affairs of the Midwest · 
I know that Mr Otobo is a man who can adapt 
himself to any circumstance. He could even ' 
mix with the Chiefs and pretend to be a · 
sample chief, but 1 will definitely tdl the ...... ·~ · 

Mr Speaker: · Order, order. There is 
a law in this Region that prevents people 
from parading themselves as Chiefs. 1 think 
that the hon. Minister for Midwest Affairs 
has not contravened that law. (Laughter). 

Mr Amadasun: 1 agree. 1 did not even 
mention that . 
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Now Sir, 1 am saying in this House that 
before our son, th.e Minister for Midwest 
Affairs, handles the chieftaincy affairs he 
should consult the Obis and Chiefs in the 
Midwest before he takes any action. Pre­
viously, Sir, this · was not known in the 

. political history of the Action Group, 

Finally, 1 am advising that this Bill should 
be treated intelligently by the Minister of 
Chieftaincy Affairs if it happens that the Bill 

· is not thrown away, and a message should 
be sent to the Chiefs in the other House that 
we are rejecting the Bill, that we are opposing 
it; and with your concurrence, please let us 
send it back to them and let them say some­
thing about, it-whether it is good for them. 

Mr D. E. Okumagba (Ward East): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, 1 have certain observations to 
make abput this Bill. I think that Chief­
taincy as an institution has been debased. 
I cannot understand the reason for delega­
ting powers to the Minister of Midwest 
Affairs when it comes to matte.rs of appoint­
ment and deposition of Chiefs. I think;-Sir, 
that in the Region there is a general policy 
concex;ning the selection and recognition of 
Chiefs. Mr ~peaker, Sir, we have not been 
told in this House that there is a policy for the 
selection and recognition of chiefs in the 
Midwest different from the policy used i~ the 
other parts of the Region. If the policie!l are 
not different, what is the necessity of making 
one Minister responsible for the same type 
of job in the Midwest, and another Minister 
in the other parts of the Region? 

·The ' only purpose why the Gover.nment 
has made this arrangement is because there 
are certain peculiar intentions which are 
kn·own to this House ·that they expect the 
Minister of Midwest Affairs to carry out, 
and they consider it easier for him to perform 
these duties · if the necessary powers are 
delegated to .him so that he may be in charge 
of the Midwest. · 

The point I am making, Mr Speaker, Sir, 
is that there should not have been any neces­
sity for dividing this Ministry if there is a 
general policy. That policy can be applied 

. everywhere , in the Region and the same 
policy should have been applied by the 
Minister of Chieftaincy Affairs. Now these 
powers have been delegated to the Minister 

. of Midwest Affairs because they want him 
to perform certain duties which 'will be of 
interest to the ruling party of the Western 
Region. 

") .. ·,. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, we would .not like to 
contradict the Chiefs when. they express any 
of their sincere wishes and a message is sent 
to this House, but we find it difficult to 
agree with this Bill. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, with these few suggestions 
I beg to oppose. . . 

.. ' 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Finance (Mr D. K. Olu:q1ofin): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I just want to make these 
few, observations. 

My good Friend from Benin has deviated j 
from the point. All that I can understand 'f 
is that he has · been confused by certain 
announcement made in · this House this 
morning. It is quite obvious that the Bill 
is entirely non-controversial. Those who 
are affected and are concerned with this 
Bill have already signified their appreciation 
and approval of this Bill. So that I regard 
the action of the Opposition not only as undue 
interference but also as an unpardonable 
encroachment on the rights and privileges of · 
the Obas and Chiefs of this Region. As 
long as the Chiefs have passed this Bill, it 
is only brought to this House for information. 

I think the Chief Whip of the Opposition, 
~ho is l1 seasoned politician like myself, 
,should be able to know that if any Bill is 
passed in one House it is only sent .. to the 
other House for mere assent. It would be 
out of place for this House to throw out, as 
suggested by the last speaker, this Bill. It 
is not only out of place; it is also a serious 
disrespect to our Obas and CJ:liefs. · 

Mr Speaker: Point of information. The. 
Bill is not sent here for mere information and 
just ordinary assent. We have to deal with • 
it as we deem fit. · 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Labour (Mr J. 0. Odigie): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to support this Bill. 
There is nothing controversial about this Bill 
and I feel that only those who are descendants 
of Chiefs and Obas are qualified to speak on 
this Bill. (Cheers). A commoner is not .. 
qualified to speak when this matter is being · " 
discussed . 

Mr Speaker, there is nothing. wrong in 
transferring or delegating some power to the 
Minister of Midwest Afl'airs in respect of 
Chieftaincies in the Midwest. It is not 
suggested that the Law be so amended to 
confer a different status on Obas and Chiefs 
·in the rest of Western Nigeria. Mr Speaker, 
Sir, chieftaincy in the Midwest area does not 
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differ 'from chieftaincy in the Y oruba area. 
A good student of Benin history will report 
that the first Oba of Benin came from 
Yoruba. (Applause). 

I _do not think there is any quarrel with this 

Bill- Second Reading 

~ ·amendment. There is nothing substantial 
Members opposite have to offer; only to 
oppose this Bill. With these few words, 

side of the House. In doing so, Sir, Of 
know that the Government has now realised 
the implications contained in handing over 
the affairs of the people for which the Minister ' 
has no knowledge. In the past, Sir, the 
Minister of Chieftaincy Affairs has been 
discharging all the duties all over the Region· 
as far as chieftaincy is concerned. This 
has brought about all over the Region, and 
in the . . Midwest in particular, litigation, 
troubles, fighting, and so on and so forth,­
amounting to unnecessary waste of funds .. 
(Interruptions) . I cite two examples to 
substantiate my case. l 

·; 

Mr Speaker, I beg to support. 

Mr A. Atohengbe (Benin North-East): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to speak on the Bill in 
the sense that it is .intended to assign respons­
ibilities in respect of chieftaincy matters in the 
Midwest Area to the Minister of Midwest In · Central Urhobo, just late last month; 

• Affairs. certain people were conferred · with chief-' 
, Since the enactment of · the Chieftaincy taincy, titles without the knowledge of tHe 
Law in the Region, many thingt'> have gone people. 
wrong. It is true that the Midwest Area (Government Benches: Mention them). 
diffe.rs a great deal from the Y oruba West as 
.far as chieftaincy matters are concerned. 1 will mention them. One Ohanoram 
With your permission Sir, I beg to refer to was made Orodgie. This very Orodgie 
page 11, section · 17, of the Minorities stayed in Sapele, There /are people at 
Commission Report. The Action Group as a ho~e who really deserve the title, yet the 
·party supports the traditional authority of th~ _ Minister has come all the way to give the 
chiefs . but envisages the gradual reduction of chieftaincy title to his friend from Sapele. ·.' 
this authority as the people become accus-~ Not only .that Sir: there is ' another man 
tomed to the machinery of democratic by name Esejo. He stays at Ikire, Ago-Owu. 
government. The Minister picked him from Ago.-Owu and 

he J.s being officially known at home. · Mr 
1 · like to refer to the publication in the Speaker, Sir, · I think this .is very bad. Howi··, 

Daily Times issue of 3rd December, 1990, can you expect somebody from Ago-Owu 
where, in Abeokuta, a father and his son were t d'sch h' f t' 1 · o 1 arge 1s unc Ions proper y as · a . 
vying to contest the same chieftaincy title. traditional member in the interest, or to the 
·While this type of custom and tradition is benefit, of the people 300 or 400 miles: • 
tenable in the Yoruba West, they are seriously away? This is a very serious thing. 
forbidden in the Midwest. · Although we· the people concerned shall take 

Mr . Speaker, . since the enactment of the action about it, yet I want to make it known · 
Chieftaincy Law in this Region- to the Minister. I think the Minister of 

Mr Sp~aker: . May I call the hon. Midwest Affairs on whom we are now trying 
Gentleman to order. This is not the time . to confer power in respect of chieftaincies · 
to speak on the Chiefs Law. I shall advise in the Midwest shall take necessary steps to: 
hon. Members to confine their speeches to see that all these errors are set aright. If 
this Amendment. this is not done, I think the purpose for 

Mr.Atohengbe: Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
Now, Sir, that the Minister of Midwest 
Affairs is assigned with responsibility for 
chieftainqy matters · in that area, ·· we · the 
people of the Midwest hereby warn the 
Government of this Region to allow him to 
exercise his powers strictly with the estab­
lished chieftaincy custom and tradition of the 
people of that area as ordained by God. 

Mr ~peaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

Mr T. E . Igugu (Urhob o Central East): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to . associate myself 
with the people who have spoken on this 

which this Ministry exists would have been 
lost. In short, Sir, what I mean to say is 
that the Minister of Midwest· Affairs should 
take note of what I have said and try as much 
as possible to set aright what has been made 
wrong by the other Minister of Chieftaincy 
Affairs. ' _ ~ · 

'• 

Mr A. T. Rerr i (Urhobo West 1): · Mr ·· 
Speaker Sir, 1 am opposing this Bill not 
because .. of its merits · lYut becau'se of its,· · 
anomalies and its omissions. This is a 
Bill to amend the Chiefs -Law. The amend­
ment now being proposed is inadequate and 
my opposition arises from that. 
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The most offensive portion which really 

ought to engage the attention of the hon. 
Minister of Chieftaincy Affairs and the 
Minister of Midwest Affairs ought to be 

·the basic undemocratic element contained 
therein, namely, that in it the action of the 
Governor in Council could not be challenged 
constitutionally. It is a defect in this Bill. 
We must .remt>ve all the undemocratic 
elements in the Law if we want to amend it. 
1 havQ mentioned that appointments by the 
Governor in Cmmcil should be questionable 
in a court of law -so that anybody who feels 
aggrieved can seek redress. 

I like also to mention another anomally in 
the present set-up. Perhaps I should put 
this in the form of a challenge to the hon. 
Minister of Midwest · Affairs. He should 
narrie the date of the installation of the Odie 
<>f Udu. What · I am trying to say, Mr 
Speaker, is that by the law of this Region no 
person has been made Odie of Udu. Can 
an Awujale of Ijebu-Ode be installed without 
the Ijebu-Ode people knowing? If you 

· instal an Obi or an Oba, it is not a hush-hush 
affair; it is a public thing of which· ·even 
children tell the story years after. The 
present Ministers jointly responsible have 
not pl~yed fair with the electorate of this 
Region with particular reference to the 
appointment of chiefs. 

One important point to which I would like 
· to draw the attention of . this honourable 
House is that, so far as the Midwest · is 
concerned, the Action Group Government 
of Western Region is playing a most hypo­
critical game. The hypocrisy is this-Why 
do you create the impression that·you do not 
want one thing and yet you turn round and do 
exactly the same thing? What I am saying is 
that if it is necessary tQ duplicate chieftaincy 
matters in the Western Region-! refer 
in particular t.o chieft!l~ncy matters as apply-

. ing to .Yoruba West an~ chieftaincy affairs 
in the Midwest Area-what then is the grand 
idea behind the Government's hypocrisy 
in practising what it does not' intend to do? 
I woulcf like to sound a ·note of warning~ and 

· that . is, that the Minister of Midwest Affairs 
is a very well known personality to me and 
I would like to warn him, as a Minist'er of 
State, and also as a friend of mine~ that he 
should not allow any undemocratic element 
in the Chiefs Law. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, may I say at this junchire 
that we in the Opposition have the highest . 
regard for our natural rulers and when I 
lead the debate on the Second Reading of a 
Bill corning on,· I will show how friendly 

.. 
we are to these rulers. Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I am opposing this Bill for what if fails to do. 

The Minister· of Midwest Affairs (Mr 
J. E .. Otobo): Mr Speaker, Sir, in reply to 
what the hon. Member has just said, I conti­
nue to be amazed and surprised by the 
inconsistencies of the NCNC. This morning, 
NCNC spokesmen have spoken with several 
voices. 
. 7'he. han·:. Memb~r ha_s s~id that s.ince 

crueftamcy matters have failed m the Western 
Region, chieftaincy matters should be re­
assigned to a particular · Minister in the 
Midwest Area. He al~o claimed that he 
is a son of the soil. I think all the Mid­
westerners should congratulate me for 'all 
I have done on their behalf. I have received 
congratulatory messages from people like 
the hon. Chief Orne Os~gie, wlio is an NCNC 
Minister in the Federal Parliament. I have 
not even gone so far as to mention congratu- · 
latory messages sent to me by other people 
like Chief D. C. Osadebay and other congra­
tulatory letters from elsewhere in another 
form. (Cheers). Moreover, Sir, I have · to­
point out another noteworthy instance of 
congratulation. 

Last night there was a genenil acclamation· 
on the vote of expenditure for my Ministry, 
and that reflects general satisfaction at the 
additional power which has been assigned 
to my Ministry. This morning again, Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I am greatly surprised that this 
honourable House is being inflicted with 
these criticisms. Mr Chairman, this I 
think is an overnight change. (Laughter). 

(An hon. Member: Are :you a Mid~ 
westerner?). ' 

Yes, I am; and I think I should be congra­
tulated for exercising functions on your behalf. · 

Reference h.".s been made frequently on 
the floor of this House to the fact that there · 
are too frequent litigations about chieftaincy 
matters generally. All I -can say about this, 
Mr Speaker, Sir, is that there have been fewer 
cases of chieftaincy matters coming before 
the courts. Mr Chairman, Sir, I think that 
with these few explanatory details, rriy hon. 
Friend will see that I am really entitled to be · 
congratulatecL (Applause).· 

A Member from Western Urhobo, Sir, 
said that he was opposing this Bill because 
there were certain shortcomings . and that 
there were Bills which ought to be here 
but which are not now here. This. Bill, 
Sir, is very simple, n.amely, it seeks to enable 
the Minister of Midwest Affairs to exercise 
or perform statutory functions under. the 
Chiefs Law and nothing more. If, of course, . .. 

··{ 
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. a Member on that side wants the Chiefs 

Law amended in other respects, as a Member 
. of the House he is entitled to sponsor an 
· amended Bill any day in this House. 
Nothing prevents a Member of this House, 
if he so wishes, from opposing an amendment 
by way of a Bill to a·ny existing Law. You 
can do 'that, and if you think that there are 
certain defects in the existing Law, all that 
any Member of that side needs do is to 
consult their own lawyers and bring it by 
way of a Bill before this House. On our . 
side, we can only do what we think is required 
under any. circumstances at any particular 
time. In other words, the point · I . make . 
here, Sir, is that the references made are 
irrelevant to the present objects and reasons 
of this Bill. . · . . " · 

There was a charge of apparent hypocrisy 
on our side which I would not bother to 
answer. Enough was said on Friday about 
who is and who is not being hypocritical. 
All I can say is to draw the attention of the. 
Members of this side to the provisions in the 
Constitution which relate to Midwest Affairs 

• generally, and I have no doubt that it is.under 
. a similar Constitutj~n they axe operati~g their 
own Provincial Assembly in the Eastern 
Region. In the same way, under the Consti­
tution, there is a provision made for an Edo 
Minority Area, - in order to bring certair!· 
aspects of the Midwest administration to 
the notice of the Government. 

I wish to assure the hon. Member, finally, 
that we · certainly will not allow any . un­
democratic elements which do not exist 

. in the Chiefs Law to mar good government 
in the Midwest, and I think, once again, 
on behalf of the more competent Members 
of the Opposition, that I wish to acknowledge 
my gratitu~e to them for wishing me well 
in my new assignment and portfolio. 

Dr Omitowoju: .Mr Chairman, Sir, 
most of the points raised by the hon. 
Members on the Opposi~ion side have been 

· very well answered by my colleague, the 
Minister of Midwest Affairs. I am sure 
that they themselves unders.tand the provi­
sions of the .Constitution of Western Nigeria 
in respect of Midwest Area Minority Councils. 
The only trouble with people opposing this 
Bill is that, in their areas, they are afraid 
of the present Minister of Midwest Affairs, 
because of their aCtivities in their respective 
areas against Obis, . Ovies and Chiefs. I 
want to assure them that they have nothing 
to fear as long as they behave and keep within 
their bounds as far as chieftaincy matters 

re concerned. • 

I. have gone round all the areas· in' the . 
Mid~est. The only trouble spots' · have 
been m Urhobo areas where they have chiefs 
which the Councillors refuse to recognise.' 
The Government has taken every step . to . -
regularise these very grave faults and that · 
is the reasqn why they have been v~ry violent ' 
this morning. I assure them that ·the 
Minist:r wi~l see to it tliat the customary · 
law wh1?h w1.ll refl~ct the ~ystem of chieftaincy' · · 
declaratiOns m .the1r areas 1s properly followed. . 
~Interruf?tions). They have given us a wrong ·' 
1mpres~10n that they have no system ~f ·, 
dueftamcy. We have been there. We have · 
seen the people. They have been oppressing , 
them. Now we have taken these chiefs out 
of their clutches. They are now safe on 
this side. They are afraid that when they 

, get to the Councils they will support members. 
of the Action Group. There is no need to 
entertain any fear if they actually claim to be .. 
fair to these people. They have refused to 
allow them to perform their normal civic 
rights. . 

T?is 9'o~ernment i~ particular i:n retaining ··· 
the mst1tut10n~ of Chieftaincy in this Region. 
We shall contmue to do so, and any Council ·' · 
which misbehaves will be properly dealt :~ 
witl7- under the law. 'The Opposition have· · "~ 
nothing to do with chieftaincy, 'so they should . ' 
keep their hands off the Chiefs. Allow the· </ 

Chiefs to decide their own future. 
.. Th~ question of allocation of any subject . .' 
within the portfolio of a Minister is that of · 
the Premier, who recommends to the Gov- ·· 
ernor in Council. I thought that Members . ·· 
from the Midwest area would have been quite ·• 
happr, when they see subjects which are of a -~ 
local nature being assigned to a son of the' 
soil. I am really surprised to see that they · ·~ 
are so very violent against him that they dot.: 
not want him to come and function in that' '' 
area. (Interruptions). · 

As I have said, the Member for Urhobo 
Central made certain points which I believe 
are erroneous and which I shall correct on 
the floor of this House. As I said there have 
been problems about chieftaincies in Urhobo. 
areas: I have not given approval to 'any 
chieftaincy in that area at all, and to come to 
the floor of this House to say that ·I .have 
installed some CQ.iefs wrongly, and so on, is 

· just a way of causing confusion:· Many · of 
them have been installing Chiefs secretly._ 
(Interruptions). I am only waiting 'to. get. 
all these things through the proper channel. 
(Laughter). ,. · 1 

., 

It is provided in the Chiefs Law that 
anybody who parades himself as a Chief or 
somebody who tries to instal somebody as a . 

· Chief is guilty of an offence. (~nterruptions)~ 
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In any case, where the normal customary 
: law in respect of any Chieftaincy has been 

. ·:.:' ;· reflected properly in a registered declaration, 
· there is no fear of anybody going to any court 

of law. There have been problems in 
Urhobo areas, and we are trring to solve them. 

Investigations have · bee11 carried out. . If 
. one has any fear about certain Chiefs that 

;) ,. c. have been given recognition, all one needs to 
}': .: do is to come to iny Ministry and get an 
',; . explanation. Do not come and deceive or 
·"' ~. mislead · this honourable House. Some 
'.~1 · Chiefs are expected to go to the House of 
·' · ·Chiefs. A Bill was passed into Law . last 
/{ ... January, to enable certain Chiefs to sit in an 
,· electoral college and select.their own members 
·: . to the House of Chiefs. 
:} : ·~ 

In Central .. :Urhobo, there had been 
difficulties .for very many years to get the 
·Council to ·allow Chiefs in the area to func­
tion. The Government has to do something 
to correct that defect. (Interruptions) . . We 
have nothing to do with their o.wn customary 
law. ' 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. 
. Question put and agreed to. 
Bill accordingly read a Second time. and 

· committed to a Committee of the whole House. 
Bill immediately considered in Committee. 

' (In the Committee). 
Clauses 1 to 2 agreed to. . . . 
(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair). 
Bill reported ·without amendment, read a 

Third time and passed. 

COlJNCIL OF OBAS AND CHIEFS ' 
(AMENDMENT) .BILL 

SECOND READING 
' Order for S~cond Reading read. 

' 
·Dr J. 0. Omitowoju: Mr Speaker, Sir,. 

I beg to move the Second Reading of .the Bill 
to amend the Council of. Obas and Chiefs 
Law, 1959. · 

This is a very simple Bill. It only seeks to 
enable the Minister of Midwe'st Affairs to 
exercise or perform the statutory functions 
under the Law in relation to the Midwest 
area of the Region. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move. 

Alhaji Z. A. Opal eye: I beg to s~cond. 
Question proposed. 

,, . 

Mr A. T. Rerri (Urhobo West I): Mr 
Speaker, Sir, I beg to support this Bill. In· 
supporting the Bill I would like you, Mr 
Speaker, Sir, to note that we of the NCNC 
Opposition have great love and affection for 
our Chiefs and Obas. I would want the 
impression created that, as much as possible, 
our Obas should be allowed independent 
views. They should have the opportunity of 
deciding most -of what they do entirely on 
their own. And that is why I now wish 
to put in one or two suggestions which I 
think 'Yill assist the hon. Minister of Chief- · 
taincy Affa~rs in the proper application of the 
Council of Obas and Chiefs Law generaily, 
and particularly this amendment. 

Now the impression l.s being c,reated, as a 
result of the activities of the hon. Minister 
and his other Action Group agents, that our 
Chiefs and Ob'as have party leanings. I am 
putting this charge on the hon. Minister. As 
I know it, our chiefs are our chiefs:. they are 
the chiefs of the Opposition, and they are the 
chiefs of the Government, so that .it will be 
ridiculous for our chiefs to behave in such a 
way. 

. Mr Speaker: Point of information. I 
· should like to know what this has to do with 

the question of devolution of powers from 
the Minister of Chieftaincy to the Ministry of 
Midwest Affairs. 

Mr Rerri: Mr Speaker, Sir, we are 
vesting the hon. Minister with powers under 

, the Council of Obas and Chiefs Law, but 
certain of the powers which have been vested 
in the past have been badly used. So 
that they might not misuse the powers we ' · 
are about to confer on them, which I am 
supporting, I am warning them to be very 
careful about how they use their powers. 

Mr Speaker: • Let . me tell you the )ine 
of this debate. It is this: either these powers 
which already exist should not be transferred 
to the Ministry of Midwest Affairs or other­
wise. Anything more than t!:-at, I disagree · 
with. 

Mr Rerri: Mr Speaker, Sir, I said that I 
was supporting the Bill but I think 'that if I 
am going to be party to the conferring of 
power on somebody, · I should also be privi­
leged to advise the user of that power as to 
how he should 'USe it under the law. Mr 
Speaker, Sir, for your information, the Bill 
seeks to amend the Council of Obas and 
Chiefs Law. 

The other point I should like to raise, Mr 
Speaker, Sir, is this. · This transfer of power, 
as I said, is not being opposed, . but we do not 

•· 

.· .,... 

. ..!' ,.; . // 
·,/ " ------

-" 

./ 
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like the role played by the Action Group 
Government in their machinery as far as that 
machinery · affects the disposition of our 
chiefs and our Obas. The example I have 
is this. 

· Mr Speaker: You are reiterating the 
Second Reading of the Chiefs Law, and I 
rule that out of order now. 

Mr Rerri: Now, Mr Speaker, Sir, if you 
will not want me to use the general terms 
of the Bill, if you will restrict me only to 
section 2 of it, I will merely say that the 
opinion that I hold is this, that the way 
the hon. Minister has used his power under 
this Law in the past has not impressed n~e in 

· person and the Opposition in general, and 
we are warning that in applying this Law 
they should be very carefuJ in taking the 
very best of heads of our Chiefs and Obas, 
because we would not want any degradation 
to their status arising from malapplication of 
the law which we ·as Opposition Members 
are party to. -

Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to support. 

' Mr J. A. Riemu: (Urhobo West II): 
Mr Speaker, Sir, we have heard all the 
arguments about this transfer. One thing I 
want this House to know, and properly too, 
is that we are not against the Law as such 
because the Law is already e~isting. \Vhat 
we are talking about ·-is this: £!Is there any 
sensible reason for the transfer of these 
powers to the Minister for Midwest Affairs"? 
Well, as far as we know, there is no sanity in 
transferring these powers to the Minister for 
Midwest Affairs because it is possible ~hat he 
will misuse these very powers. If the powers 
are misused, all that will come out of it is 
that there Will be any amount of bloodshed in 
the areas where the Law has peen executed. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, recently the Ughelli 
NCNC-controlled District Council was taken 
over overnight by the mad rush of Action 
Group traditional members in to the area 
council. Who was responsible? I think ..... . 

Mr Speaker: Ord~r, Order. Will the . 
hon. Gentleman be reminded that I can only 
allow. this debate to revolve on the advisabi­
lity or otherwise of certain powers which 
were all the time being exetcised by the 
IYiinister for Chieftaincy Affairs but which 
are now to devolve on the Minister for 

- Midwest Affair~ as far as those matters 
concern the Midwest areas of the Western 
Region . . 

Mr Riemu: Mr Speaker, Sir, we are 
/ ~ reiterating that there is no necessity for 

/ / \ransfe~ring that powe~ to anybody; at t~e 
/ _ . , same ;time, we· are saymg too that the atm 

. . 
y '' \ 

' ..... 

behind the transfer of that power ·to the. 
Minister of Midwest Affairs is not genuine, 
that is, is it in the interest of the people of the ' 
Midwest? If it were, some other portfolios 
. should 'have been shared into two, say, the­
Ministry of Works. \Vhy not cut that into 
two and give some of the powers to the 
Minister of Midwest Affairs. Why not cut 
the Ministry of Education into two and give a 
portion of it to the Minister of Midwest 
Affairs so that he will administer it in the . 
Midwest. We would have known that by 
the time fifty secondary schools are built in · 
the Yoruba \Vest, at least about ten would 
have· been built · in the ·Midwest. In a 
nutshell; what we arf! saying . is ·that · the· 
intention is to get the man responsible, .. , 
whose character is already dubious, to fetch -: , !~ 
out some people or to point out some people · ~ 
for punishment in the area. · This is what is ,. 
being mooted by the Government and ·that· is 
wh,y the transfer is being made. · .. Only 
customary courts are being transf~rred ....... ~. 

Mr Speaker: Order, order. I . shall 
call the attention of the hon. Member to­
Standing Order 27 (6) which says that no 
member shall impute improper motives to 
any other member. 

· Mr Riemu: Mr Speake-r, Sir, I am 
sorry and I withdraw. What I am trying to . 
say is that if the man into .whose hands such .~ . 
power falls is a dubious person, he could use · ,('• · r 

the powers anyhow. So I am saying, Sir, ' · . · 
that the transfer is not called· for; it is not · · 
worthwhile; it is· !lOt worth the trouble- _: 
taken, and it is bad. ~: · 

. The Parliamentary Secretary to the .·· 1 t 
Ministry of Midwest Affairs (Mr B. E: 0. · }..' --; 
Osagie): In supporting this Bill, Sir, I " ' 
would like to say that since the assignment . ' .' ·' 
of chieftaincy affairs to the Ministry of" ,,-~ 
Midwest Affairs, the people of the Midwest · 'h :- ­
have greatly benefitted. It is a sign of ' ·' -
implicit conformity with the Edo Minority . . :, -• · 
Council because the · motto of the Edo "' · 

· Minority Council is that all matters relating _ 
to Midwest should be transferred · to 'the ' 
Edo Minority CounciL · 

The transfer of Chieftaincy Affairs to' th~: . · 
Ministry of Midwest Affairs shows the keen <, 

inte~est of the Western Regional Government. .:t. . 
This will enable the people concerned to get - · 
their own Minister in their own area to be in ":) 
constant touch wit4 them. and to see that:"' · 
proper action is taken immediately whenever . 
there is cause· to do so. 

( 

The Minister of Chieftaincy Affairs knows . . ~ • r 
that the place was'' too large for hini. ' ,The ( 
people in the Midwest .area, 'whenever . they ) 
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have to send a delegation about matters of 
chieftaincy affairs, have to travel about 234 
miles away from Benin. The Government 
is so keen and_ sincere that it thought it fit to 
transfer this 'function to the Minister of 
Midwest Affairs whose office and head­
quarters are at Benin · City. That shows the 
good spirit .. of this ·Government to the 
pe,ople of ·the Midwest. That is a good 
example of self-determination. for the people 
of the- Midwest area to settle their own 
affairs. The Minister of Midwest Affairs 
is a native of the Midwest; he is not from the 
Y aruba area or any other part of the ~egion. 

' -
I think that my Friend on the other side 

should have the courage to praise this 
Government for transferring this function to 
a Midwesterner. And, again, I think he does 
not know anything about chieftaincy institu­
tions. Well, I am at Benin. I may say that 
what is troubling my hon. Gentleman from 
Urhobo area is personal jealousy. All our 
chieftaincy institutions are situated in Benin 
Division. No commoner has any say about 
chieftaincy institutions in Benin area. There 
is a certain class of chiefs who decide matters 
of chieftaincy. It is not for commoners to 
decide. I cannot blame him because he 
had not learnt about this. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I ·b~g to support. 

Mr V. I. A.madasun (Benin West I): I 
rise to fall in stream with all that has been 
said from this side of the House. I want to 
draw the attention of the hon. Mover to the 
objects and reasons of this BilL He wil.l th~n 
come to the conclusion that this very amend­
ment is unfair and, is a challenge to the Chie.fs 
in the Midwest area. What is put down 
under the objects and reasons ·is that this 
Bill seeks to empower the Minister of Midwest 
Affairs to exercise or perform statutory func­
tions under the Council of Obas and Chiefs 
La\\", 1959, in relation- to the Midwest .area 
of the Region. I want the phrase "under 
the Council of Obas and Chiefs Law" to be 
underlined. . The word "Council" is a 
noun in the singular number. The Ministry 
of Chieftaincy Affairs is now being divided 
into · two. In this very Bill, Council ' means 

· that there· is only one Council of Obas and 
Chiefs all over · the Region. The Govern­
ment of this Region finds it a necessity to 
break this 1\;Iinistry into two parts and to 
transfer certain delegations to the Minister 
of Midwest Affairs. It should see to the 
reasonableness of making two Councils of 
Obas and Chiefs-one to be in the entire 
Y aruba section and the other in the Midwest 

section. This is logical reasoning and cannot 
be refnted. 

To show that this is a regrettable challenge 
to the Obas and Chiefs of the Midwest, I am 
to say that a few days ago we heard over the 
air and read in the press that some. Ohas in 
the Yoruba West resigned their seats - and 
afterwards we heard ' that they were appointed 
Members of the House of Chiefs. In other 
words, in future, when chiefs are to be selec­
ted, these chiefs will by right go to the 
House of Chiefs. Four of them: TP,e Deji 
of Akure, The Ewi of Ado-Ekiti, the Olowo 
of Ov.'o, and the Oshemawe' of Ondo. How 
many were · taken from the Midwest? None 
was taken from the Midwest. If the Council 
were divided into two, one for the Yotuba 
section and the other for the Midwest section, 
the Cci'uncil there should have recommended 
some of the chiefs there. What I am saying 
now is that since the Mover is magnanimous . 
enough to share his responqibility with the 
other Minister, he should see to the estab­
lishment of a Council of Obas and Chiefs 
in the Midwest a'i·ea. 

Dr Omitowoju: Mr Speaker Sir, I 
should like to touch upon the points made by 
the last speaker. The question of selection 
of Obas and Chiefs as ex-officio Members of 
the House of Chiefs has nothing to do with 
this Bill. In any case, whenever the J\!Iinister 

·of Midwest Affairs considers it necessary ~o 
recommend any of the Ovies, Obis, and so 
on, in the Midwest to become ·ex-officio 
Members, the door is quite open to them: 
I think that will be a s-<:>rt of consolation to him. 

- He stated that this Bill is a challenge to the 
Chiefs in the Midwest area. It is not a 
challenge. The Chiefs ·themselves have 
given their blessing to the Bill and the 
Chiefs in this Region agree to work together. 
They do not want to have two Councils .. of 
Obas and Chiefs. The only condition where 
the .Minister of Midwest Affairs comes in is 
that, being the .. Min~ster responsible for ' 
chieftaincy affairs in the Midwest, he would 
be the Minister to be consulted after the 
chiefs have considered who among them 
should come in. It is not the wish of the 
Obas and Chiefs that the Council · of Obas 
and Chiefs should be split into two- one 
for the Midwest and one for the Yoruba West. 
Now I would li,ke to tell the h(m. Member 
for Urhobo Wes'P that he has nothing to fear ' 
as far as the functions of the Council of Obas 
and Chiefs in resp~Ct of the Midwest are con-

. cerned. The Obas and Chiefs decide their 
own case; no ,Minister can influence them. · 

The hon. l\1ember for Urhobo West II 
stated that the Minister will misuse powers. 

' I 
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I would like to assure him that that is not 
going to be the case with particular reference 
to the' Minister of Midwest ,Affairs. He 
would be in close touch wi.th the Chiefs in the 
Midwest. The hon. Member should not 

' · dabble in chieftaincy matters when he himself 
is not a chief. On questions affecting the 
institution of chieftaincy, local government 
and communal land in close relation with the 
lives of the people in the Midwest, it is 
essential that the Minister of Midwest 
Affairs should be in constant touch with the 
people there, and that is why the Government 
is deleg~ting all the powe~s to him. 

', . 

• I 

''•}' 

With these few remarks, Mr Speaker _Sir, 
I ·beg to move. 

{ - of' • . .- t \ 

·· Question put and agreed_to. :.. 

:Bill accordingly read a Second time and 
committed to a Committee of the whole House . 

Bill i~mediately 'considered in Committee . 

. (In the_ Committee) . 
. C?auses 1 to 2 agreed to. 
(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair). 
Bill reported withou('amendment, read ' the 

·Third time and passed. 
Sitting suspended at 1.25 p.m. 

·Sitting resumed at 2.30 p.m. 

1962-63 APPROPRIATION BILL · 
Committee of Supply 
(Second Allotted Day) 

·(House in Committee) 

' HEAD 340.- MINISTRY OF WORKS AND 
TRANSPORT 

Questi01iprop.osed that the sum of £1,810,840 · 
for Head 340-'Ministry of Worhs and Trans­
port- stand part of the Schedule. 

Mr A. Atohengbe (Benin N orth.-East): 
Mr Chairman, Sir, since the only w~y open 
to me to speak on this He.ad at this moment 
is by a motion (in the form of amendment), 
I ·move that this Head of expenditure be 
reduced by £5. 

Under' Sub-head . 10-~aintenance of 
Roads..:_a sum of £489,310 is provided. I 
like to say that the conditions of the Trunk B 
(Regional) Roads· passing through Benin City 
are not all that ple?sant. (Interruptions). I 
·am referring to Regional Trunk B Roads. . . . . 

· Mr D. K. Olumofin: On Point of Order, 
Sir, Order 3 (2) : A Member may speak only 

· . from the seat allocated to him, t1rovided that · 
the Speaker may change the allocation from 
time to time. · · 

I • 
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Mr Chairman: ' . Order, Order. The 

hon. Gentleman may now continue to speak. 

Mr A,tohengbe: Mr Chairman, Sir, as 
I said earlier, · I am referring to ,Sub­
head 33. Under this sub-head a sum of 

. £20,500 is allocated to Urban Water Supply 
'Schemes: Grants to Local Government 
Councils . towards Recurrent Expenditure. 
There are two District or Local Government 
Councils in my constituency; I suggest that 
grants . be given to theni. I like . at this 
moment to appeal to the hon. Minister in 
charge to put into consideration all that I 
have said under this Head of the Estimates. 

Mr Chairman, Sir, I beg ~o move. 

Mr S. 0. Oyewole (Ibadan Central 
West): Mr Chairman, Sir, in supporting 
the Jast speaker on the point of Head 340, 
Sub-heads 32 . to 40, I wish to .make 
some observations m respect of the 
Building Division. I am happy to see that 
the officers mentioned . in the Estimates, 
in particular under the Building Division, 
3.re officers who are very hard-working. 
To be frank, these officers are second to 
none, that 1s · if I m~y borrow the phrase 
of the Government; and I do agree that they 
are very intelligent .. officers; they are all 
qualified. But I am concerned over one 
thing, and that is that the work which these 
efficient officers could have done has been 
given to the Nigersol. Now, Sir, this is 
very bad. The .Government should please 
reconsider this mattef. I cannot see why 
all . the jobs in the Region should be -given 

. to the .. Nigersol. · 
. . . . i 

Mr Chairman, 'Sir, I also want to know 
why contractors from Israel are· preferred 
by GovernJ:nent. The Government does 
not encourage indigenous contractors . The 
Minister of · Works and Transport should 
please answer this question. Mr Chairman, · 
the contractors of the Western Region are 
jobless; they get no work to do and the 
minor ·jobs which might have been given 
to . these contractors . are invariably given 
to women contractors. One may ask: what 
can women contractors do? They have no 
responsibilities- at least, if they have, their 
responsibilities can never equal those of 
their . male counterparts. These people have 
their wives and · children to look after. 
These people have to maintain their depen:.. 
dants. (Interruptions). Another trouble 

·with the Government is that when they do 
wish to give out contracts at all, they give 
these· contracts io their Party supporters . 
The tendency is for Action Group supporters 
to get these contracts, no matter whether 

.... 

his NCNC counterpart submitted a· more 
reasonable tender, no matter whether his 
NCNC counterpart is better ·able to do the 
job. The Government should please look • 
into these con1plaints. After all, we all 
pay tax; both members of the Actiop Group 
and those of the NCNC pay their taxes 
and we therefore think that · should ther~ 
be any benefit accruing from these measures, 
such benefits should be shared equally 
between supporters of both parties. · 

·Mr Chairman, I should advise the Govern.,. 
ment not to . embark .on projects which it 
knows will hot yield sufficient. profit. One 
should have thought that at this time when 
austerity measures are being introduced 
in the country, the Action Group Govern­
ment of this Region should have known that 
it should not continue to waste the money 
of this Region. Another way in which it 
wastes money is the hiring of private b'uild- · 
ings. As a son of the soil, I know that if 
1 decide to erect some private buildings 
and the Government hired them, I would 
be gaining a lot by way of profit from the 
Government. I advise the Government 
to discontinue this practice; it does not pay. 
I advise the Government to please spend the 

· money of this Region in f.l. very wise . and 
judicious way. (Interru-ptions). · 

Mr Chairman, with these few remarb, 
I beg to support. 

Amendment proposed . . 

Mr · Amadasun: Mr Chairman, I ·wish 
. to make some observations . 

You will all remember that when the 
Minister of Economic Planning and Com-

. munity' Development was moving his Motion 
ori the 1962-68 Development Plan, he said 
that we should first try to help ourselves. 
(Interruptions). I am sure, $ir, that every-· 
body agrees with him. · 

There is .one thing which the Action Group . 
Government of this · Region does. When 
it decides to construct roads, i~ill . refuse 
to build bridges . For example, Sir, in my 
town, a few roads have been constructed, 
but no bridges have so far been built. I . 
appeal to the Government to do something 
about. this. (Interruptions). I do not know 
whether members of the Government think 
that they can deceive people all the time; 
for instance, Sir, during the last elections, 
many· members of the Action Group tried · . 
tG confuse my peopl_~. They promised to 
build this and.that, but no sooner the elections 
were over than these men sneaked away, 
without fulfilling the promises they had made . 

. . 

. -r 

..... · 

·' 
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[MR , A,).VIADASUN] mention to you that the Tenders Board · 
Now the Minister of Works is a' man I consists of not only the representatives of the 

know to be very intelligent, and a man who Actiof.l. Group but also of those of the NCNC ; .. 
· •. used to fulfil his promises. All I have to say and not · a single Minister serves ·"on · the 

js that he should be very strict in seeing Tenders Board. If he is sure therefore that 
that tlie various amenities falling within hi& - somebody or anybody is collecting 10 p-er cent, · 
portfolio are evenly distributed ail - over the I would like him to mention .the contractor 

. Region. I was made to understand that, from whom that amount has been . taken; 
in · the very near future, he would come to otherwise it would be honourable for him 
Benin to open the waterworks there. I have not to cast aspersions on the rep"utation ·of 
to congratulate him for all that he has done in other people . . (C~eers) :, . -

1 

giving a copious amount of w..tter supp1y _co Mr Amadasun: Mr Chairman, · I know · 
the city of Benin. But I am saying it without the Premier of the Region is always very witty, 

· mincing words, Mr Chairman, that the stand in making orations . I said that it was alleged . . 
pipes in Benin City township are still in- (interruptions). It is an allegation. That is 
adequate. I live in a reputed area. It may exactly what I said. · Even though we have 
be because I am living in that area that the not sailed beyond the Atlantic Ocean to 
Engineer has found it unnecessary to extend England, we are students of · law · frorri 
as many stand pipes as possible to my area. England. What I am saying is that I have 
What I am saying now is that the Minister of gone beyond the age to be threa"tened as the 
Works should use .his good offices to see that Premier was doing this morning. I would 
the required amount of stand,pipes is extended say, 6ir, that I have had an opportunity of 
t~ my own section of the City. serving on the Tenders Board of the Region . 

. And s_econdly, this very Ministry is full of I knew how it was constituted. 1 But why have 
many contract works. I know it is no( the they not extended it to other members of the: 
duty 9f . the Minister of Works to see that Opposition so that we can know exactly what 
contracts are awarded but I think I have it is happening there? (interruptions). Mr 
on · information from a reliable source that Chairman, wheh ' I became very critical of 
there is a committee saddled with the 'respons- this Board, I was given oply a single oppor- . 
ibility of giving cohtracts and I · am of the tunity one day and I did not s'ee what really 
opinion, Sir, that .the Action Group gets happened there because-.:...(Jnterruptiom) . Yes, 
money to maintain its Party through this very .I am talking serio~sly. 
Ministry ·by going behind those who are Chief Odebiyi: Point of Information 
responsible for giving .contracts, instructing Mr Chairman, Sir, the' · Tenders Board• is 
them to. pay 10 per cent of the contract given chairmaned by the Pe.rmanent Secretary to .. 
to the· Action G'roup Party. Whatever the Treasury, and the panel of: those who sit 
happens, I say this with authority because with the officials, namely the .Permanent · 
apart from that__:_(Interruptions). Secretary to the Treasury, the Secretary to · 
. The Premier (Chief S. L. Akintola): the Premier and Executive Council and the 

Mr Chairman, may I say that the hon. Cont~oller of \Vorks Services, is drawn· from ' 
Member, as a responsible Member of this . an \'!qual number from the Opposition and 
House, has· made a statement which is the GoverniT}ent side of the House, and under 
extremely far-reaching and, happily, he said . no circumstance and in no case has an · 
he has said it with authority. He should have allegation been made as to the partjality 
come out with a substantive Motion to that or dishonesty of that Tenders Board. I am 
effect. He has not done "so. I think that satisfied, Sir, and so is Government satisfied, 
the abuse of the privilege of the House must that Members of the Tenders Board who are 
stop. The Speaker is at liberty to set up an drawn from the offi.cial side, the Opposition · 
enquiry under the powers vested in him on side and the Government side of the House ' 

• · '-:behalf of this House to go into this. Let the are doing their work efficiently and."honestly . 
· hon. Gentleman produce all the witnesses he and I think it will be a pity that members of 

has.· And may I explain that this being the the Opposition·should use the privilege of the 
Legislature, we · can constitute ourselves into House to damnify the integrity and the. good 

. .,. a court. · I thinkthe time h'ls come for us to intensions flf those sincere Nigerian citizens · 
make an example. Whatever evidence he who serve on this Board. I am surprised Sir; 
has· should be produced publicly. I want · and this has never happened before, because 
him to pro'duce the name of a single contractor I have very great respect for the hon. Chief 
who has ev~r suggested that any of us has a Whip of the Opposition; For him to 'descend 
~reditor and mention the name on the floor to the level he has decided to can only be . 
of this House: one single name. I will attribute'd to the fact that 4e has alrea'ciy been ' 

I 

c 
a 
n 
b 
h. 

w~ 
yo 
a 
he 
1m 
car 
tha 
infl 
C01 
stat 
wit] 
in t 

· peo1 
atte1 
have 
mg; 
oppc 
Govc .. . 



ard 
the 
lC; · 
the 
hai : 
~11t: 
:tor 

909. 1962~ 63 Appropriation 17TH APRIL, 1962 910' 
. . . . ··· ,, . l 

solving Councils. .There are occasions when . [CHIEF Ommivr] 

fagged out; he is tired and he is I~9ki~g for- . 
ward to going back home td earn his pay. 
(Laughter). How much did he collect 
when ht7.was there? (Laughter). 

we dissolve and ' we refuse to give those ' /: · .. :.'. 
reasons that we think ought not to be given; t.:~ ;:~>; ' ,, 
·but here we are today! One of them• · · • 

Mr Arnadasun: · I do not want this very 
matter to be very highly controversial. 
He knows that even if he says that the civil 
servahts are angelic in all that they do, 
the civil servants are approachable. . We 
are all politicians. I was in a Council and 
I know how I used to influence any Secretary 
of the Council. As a Minister, there is no · 
Civil Servant that will not listen to him-I 

· cann6t say whether on t~e 'point of. corrup­
tion or honesty. The pomt I am saymg,, ~Ir, 
is that as many ·members of the OppositiOn 
representing our Majesty the Queen s~ould;be 
given an opportunity to see what. IS gomg 
on in the Tenders · Board so that we may 
kh'ow what is happening. · · · 

. I • 

· With these few remarks, Sir, I have to 

has confessed that he was. in the habit <;>L, . 
influencing Council staff, and so ~n and so · 
forth. ·· 

Mr Chairman Sir, I think it is about time 
that we do amend the Standing Orders of this 
House so as to prevent this kind of slanderous 
statement by Members of this House . . yve 

· are all hon. Members of the House, but tf a 
Member descends so low as to be regarded as 
being dishonourable and fraudulent . in his 
utterances it is about time, Sir, . that our 
Standing Orders be amended with a view to 
preventing slanderous attacks on Ministers_, 
hon. Members of this House as well as 
civil servants who are doing their best to keep 
this Region together. I ' am.sorry, Sir, that I 
have to speak in thislanguage. I used to have 
very great respect for the hon. Chief Whip, 
but he has confessed this .morning that he felt 
sick when he last spoke against some chiefs 

oppose. on the floor of this House, and I warned 
The . Minister . of Local Gov~rnrnent that he should behave, otherwise he might 

· (Alhaji D. S. Adegbenro): · I am .. surprised fall sick again. (Applause). 
Sir that the hon. Member for Benm West I, · · · · 
wh~ is the Chief Whip of the Opposition, has Mr J. 0. Ornokowajo (Okitipupa North-

h h West): Mr Chairman, Sir; HEAD 340-
behaved in this manner and that e as jiot MINISTRY OF WORKS AND TRANSPORT-:-This 
'seen it fit to withdraw, being an hon. Member. 
of this House. I should have thought that, . is a Ministry where I have seen that a servant 

· b · is greater than his master. Here, Sir, we 
with his experience, he should have een m a have one Permanent Secretary Group 4-
better position to lead· his colleagues on· the £

2 
700 I 

· · f h · £2 940-when his master· is on , . t 
O!her Sid~, parttcula;Iy on a ms·atttehr toth! ~ss is ~nly in the Western Region that a servant 
kmd. It IS a matter 10r regret, tr, a IS I . ·. h h' . 

h. M f · d the Chi'ef Whip· IS greater t an IS master. not t e case. y nen · .· 
of the Opposition was not willing to speak and, Now, what I want to say. is that if the · 
as a matter of fact, he did not file any amend- Permanent Secretary is a Westerner and not 
ment to the Bill; . he was simply called upon an e~patriate, we · should all share of ·the· 
by accident by the Chairm~n and therefore austerity. This salary was · . fixed. ~hen 
he is being absolved from thts trouble. expatriates were Permanant Secretanes and . 

. In any event, one ~ignificant point he. made they did th'at on their own so as to take the 
· which has prompted_ me to speak at al} ts that money from the W~st overseas. . 
you will now see why Governnie~t has ta~en · Mr Chairman, Sir, I will come to the salary 
a decision to dissolve the Counctl ·of whtch of the Minister of Health. I am telling all 
he used to be Chairman. If he, as . an of you ,here, even those of you who . are 
important member of a. Local · Authonty, graduates, that you cannot earn more than 

. can ·come}o tlie flo?r ofthts Ho~se to confess _ £600-per ·annum if you go to teach .or you 
· that ·when he was m the Counctl he used to are in the Civil Service. You will observe 
influence the Council and the members of the that while some of us are emaciating, Minis­
Council, he should have to withdraw that ters are growning fat be1lies. · I am sorry to 
statement. You should all have sympathy say this. If you . actually sympathise wjth 
with us in the Mini~try of Loc.al Go:vernment this Region, is £1,500 · not enough for a 
in ' the way we have to deal With this type of Minister? It is enough. '.!'hose who were 
pe'?ple all along.. We ha':'e never at any time ·practising Barristers could not get more than 
attempted to brmg them mto the open, but I £1 500 per annum. · 
have had an opportunity of proving this even- ' 

. ing; ··. from the confession of my Friend The 'Minister of Works and Transport · • 
opposite, that ··we have been right and that (Chief S. 0 . Sogbein): Mr Chairman, Sir 
Government has always been · right m dis- · the hon. Member for Benin spoke about 

., 

. ' 

' · 
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[CHIEF SoGBEIN] copy of our Tenders Procedure. We have ... 
maintenance of roads in Benin town. I say ' nothil)g to do with it. The hon. Minister of . :· 
that this ·is Trunk A. He should try to find , _Finance in fact ha~ to do with it. In fact, the.,: . 
out which is Trunk A and which is Trunk B · !ende~s Board . 1~ for all te':der . a~ar.ds . 
in most of our roads. mcludmg my Mmtstry and other Mm~stnes ·. 

· The · hon. Member for Benin Central is 
. thanking Government for the provision of 
·water \vhilc the other Member is asking for 
water. I do not know what he meant. 

The hon; Member for Ibadan is complain­
ing about Nigersol and that he had no work. 
I think he is a competent and qualified 
contractor . . I don't give work; I am not a 
contractor. He also complained about women 
Contractors. I think they themselves should 
be given an opportunity. Women have 
education and so on. If they can do such 
work, I do not se~ any reason. why they 
should not be given. 

The hon .. Member for Iwo said that rve 
are discriminatory. I want to say that 
fortunately I was in Iwo for four years-1940 
to 43-and I know the whole of Iwo. I think it 
would 'be better for them to thank this 
Government for all. the provisions' made 
there. And then he was talking of the 
construction · of bridges. There was no 
bridge in their area for which pipes were 
collected and kept back. · It was constructed 

. by communal .labour. · It was a blantant lie. 
I am sorry he has misdirected this House. 
By the way, if you do some work by'communal 
labour it is not my Ministry that will give 
grant for it; you will have . to go to the 
Mini.stry of Community Development and 
they will consider your case: 

The hon. Member for Benin Central 
started very well by paying compliments. 
I think he has been adequately answered. 
All I need to say is that he should refresh his 
memory by going to my office and taking a 

under the Government of the Western 
Region. I think he said that it .. was an · 
allegation. He has been adequately 
answered. I hope that the hon. Chairman, 
when he takes his Chair as Mr Speaker, will . 
take appropriate measures . against those·· . 
Members who spoke without foundations, ·· · 
because they had the privilege ·to " 
speak but started to malign other people's' / 
character. When a Commission of Inquiry ~. 
is set up, we hope that he will be good enough . 
to substantiate his allegations with some facts '" 
and figures; Contractors will come foryvard · 
to say from whom they get their tenders. 
Of course, I know he is worried because in the ·. · 
Federal set-up, a Parliamentary Secretary,, 
who is a politician, is the Chairman of the . 
Tenders Board and all his people there are ·: . 
under the thumb of the Minister. If · you \ " 
want all the people here to be under our · · 
thumbs we will not do .that. (Applause) . . . . ~: .. 

Amendment put and negatived. 

Question that the sum of £1,810,840 for . 
Head 340-Ministry ofWorhsand Transport- ' · . 
stand part of the Schedule_,put and agreed to . • 

HEAD 701.-BUILDINGS 

Questi&. · "'roposed that the sum of £2,980,510 
under Hea, 70 I.-Buildings-stand part of 1• 
the Schedule. ' 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Chairman, Sir, !beg 
to move the fC>llowing amendment: · That the 
provlSlon be reduced by £12,650 to ·:. 
£2,967,860 and that consequential amend-··: 
ments to the Estimate be made as follows: . 

Details of Sub-head 7 (Ministry of Health and Social Welfare) at page 168 of the Estimates 
. Book to be replaced by the following:- · · 

:-\ . . • 

7 . [1] 
[2] 
[3] 
[4] 
[5] 
[6] 
[7] 
[8] 
[9] 

[10] 

Project 

Liberty St'ldium 
Additional Medical Housing 
New Hospital, Ife ... 
Standard Type Hospital, Asaba 
Standard Type Hospital, Igbeti 
Standard Type .Hospital, Ibiade .. 
Administrative Blocl<. and Mortuary, Sapele Hospital 
Remand Home, Ibadan 
Child Health Centre, Benin 
Eye Clinic and Ward, Benin General Hospital 

Estimated .; : 
Estimated Expenditure, · 
Total Cost \ · 1962_63 . 

£ . £ 
490,000 4,000 -

41,630 1,630 
59,860 14,860 (! :> 

83,000 11,000 . 
77,000 22,000 
81,000 20,000 ." 
7,200 2,000 ~ 

21,200 16,200 1 

25,000 25,000 
7,_500 7,500 

tic 
AI 
£~ 

~ 
for 
Sc; 
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Sub-head Project 

[11r General Hospital, Warri- O.P.D. ·. and Administrative 
. Block with Dispensary and Laboratory 

[h] Mortuary, Jericho Nursing Home 
[13] One A3, Six D2 and One C3 Quarters, Ossiomo Leper 

Settelment 
[14] New Operating Theartre and 'X-ray Block, General 

Hospital, Sapele ... 
[15] New Hospital, Isoko 
[16] New Hospital, Pakiama 

'•'•• 

[1 7] Maternity Centres, Irrua and Ewu 
[18] Public Health Laboratory, Ibadan 
[19] One 30-Bed \Vard for Abeokuta Hospital. .. 
[20] Maternity Centres at Ikehon and Okaingben 
[21] Cottage Hospital, Agenebode 
[22] Cottage Hospital, Ekpoma 
[23] Cottage Hospital, I vbiosakon 
[24] Cottage Hospital, Ede 
[25] General Hospital, Akoko 
[26] General Hospital, Ondo 

Estimated 
Estimated 

Total Cost Expenditure, 
1962-63 

[, 
8,600 

£ 
8,600 

. 8,600 8,6:?,0 
3,000 3,000 

17,600 10,000 

8,000 8,000 
70,000 40,000 
70,000 40,000 

3,600 3,600 
27,500 '20,000 
15,300 15,300 
3,600 3,600 

20,000 20,000 
20,000 . 20,000 
20,000 20,000 
20,000 20,000 . 
35,870 12,600 
28,000 7,850 

£, 376,740 

Mr Chairman, Sj.r, I beg t,o move. 
Amendment put and agreed to. 

HEAD 702.- ROADS; AND BRIDGES 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Chairman, Sir, I 
beg to move the following amendment: 
That under sub-head 25- Buildings General 
-a new Item entitled "Office Accommoda­
tion for Industrial Promotions Commission :· 
Alterations and Repairs" with a provision of 
£3,500 be inserted. · 

Amendment put and agreed to. 

Question that the amended sum of £2,967,860 
for Head 701- Buildings-stand part of the 
Schedule, put and agreed to. 

Question proposed, that the sum of £2,443,430 
for Head 702-Roads and Bridges-stand part 
of the Schedule. 

Chief Odebi.yi: Mr Chairman, Sir, I 
beg to move that the provision under this 
Head be increased by £269,010 to £2,712,440 
and that consequential amendments be made 
to the Estimates as per the . following items 
under that Head:-

(i) Substitute the following for what is shown under Sub-head 44--

'. 

Idogun-Imeri Bridge 

(ii) Insert the following new Sub-heads:-
56. 
57. 
58. 
59. 
60. ' 

· 61.' 
62. 
63 . 

Ijebu Water Side-Akila Road 
Shabomi- · Igbotu Embarkment 
Imesi- Ile-Oke Mesi Road Consfruction 
Bituminous Surfacing: Okitipupa-Igbokoda 
Odoye- Ishara Road Impr:ovement 
Dredging of M ahin-Eruna Creek 
Kila-Akonko Road Improvement .. , . , 
Sapele Bridge ... 

·. 

Road 

.. . Estimated 
Estimated Expenditure 
Total Cost 1962_63 ' 

£ · 
22,000 

250,000 
200,000 
205,000 
. 85,000 

50,000 
133,000 

6,500 
500,010 

£ 
12,000 

50,000 
40,000 
40,000 
40,000 
30,000 
60,000 
. 5,000 

l Oe 

. ; ; I 
, · ~ 

.! i 
I' 

I 
·I 

I 
' : j 
! 
I 
. I 
I 



915 1962-63 Appropriation 17TH APRIL, 1962 Bill'-Committee of Supply 916 

LCHIEF OoEBIYr] 

Amendment put and agreP.d to. 

'Question that the amended sum of £2,712,440 
for Head 702.-Roads and Bridges-stand 
part of the Schedule, put and agreed to. · 

HEAD 703.-URDAN WATER SUPPLIES 

Question proposed, that the sum of £4,515,1 SO 
for Head 703.-Urban Water Supplies­
stand part of the Schedule. 

Chief Odebiyi: lVIr Chairman, Sir, I beg 
to move that the fo!lowing amendments be 
made to Sub-head · 703- Urban Water 

Supplies: That the provision be increased 
by £2,230,000 to £4,745,150 and that the 

following consequential amendments be 
made:- " 

Amend provision for Sub-head 22 to read as shown below, and insert new Sub-heads 23 
to 34 as follows·: 

Sub-head Estimated Estimated 
Project Expenditure, 

No. Total Cost 1962-63 
£ £ ' 

22. SapeleWater Supply ... . .. 350,000 40,000 
.23. Warri Water Supply Extension 60,000 20,000 
24. Shaki Water Supply ... .. .. . 342,000 10,000 
25 . Supare-Akungba-Oba-Akoko Water Supply '160,000 10,000 
26. . !peru Remo Water Supply Extension to Odogbolu and . 

Aiyepe 100,000 40,000 
27. Oshogbo-Ede W ater Supply Extension to Ifon, Ilobu and 

40,000 Erin ... 150,000 
28. Ikire7Apomu-Ikoyi Water Supply ... .. 365,000 10,000 
29. Ikirun-lragbiji-Ado-Agba-Obagun Water Supply 300,000 10,000 
30. · Asaba Water Supply ... 
31. Ile-Oluji Water Supply 
32. Okeho Water Supply 
33 .. lila Water Supply 
34. Ejigbo-Ola-Oko Water Supply 
35 . Igbajo-Ire-Iressi-Otan Water Supply 

Amendment put and agreed to. 

Question that the amended sum of £4,745,150 
for · Head 703-Urban vVo.ter Supplies­
stand ·part of the Schedule, put , and agreed to. 

HEAD 704.-RURAL WATER SUPPLIES 

Question pyoposed that the sum of £599,050 
for Head 704- Rural T¥ater Supplies- stand 
. part of the Schedule. 

90,000 40,000 
' 85,000, 30,000 

90,000 10,000 
240,000 30,000 

. .. 220,000 10,000 
350,000 10,000 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Chairman, Sir, I beg 

to move that Head 704-Rural Water 
Supplies be amended as follows: That the 

provision be increased by £52,500 to £651,550 

and that const!quential amendments to the 
Estimates be made as per items 18, 34 to 41, 
as follows: 

Amend Sub-head 18 to read as under, and insert new Sub-heads 34 to 41 as follows: 
. ' 

Sub-head 
No. 

Project 

18. Uyin- Igede Wat~r S(::heme: Extension 
· 34. Lalupon-Erunmu Water Scheme 

35. Ajagba Water Scheme 
36 . Eruw·a Water Scheme 

_. 37. Aiyede Water Scheme 
38. Emure-Ijaloke Water Scheme 
39. Atan Wa~er Scheme ... 
40. Agenebode Water Scheme 
1-1. Unallocated 

Estimated 
Total Cost 

£ 
30,000 

1: . 10,000 
6,500 

34,000 
14,000 
. 8,500 
25;000 
20,000 . 

Estimated 
Expenditure, 

1962-63-. 
£ 

10;000 
5,000 
5,000 

10,009 
10,000 
2,500 
5,000 
5,000 

10,000 
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Amendment put and agreed to: 

Question that the amended sum of £651,550 
for Head 704-Rural Water Supplies-stand 
part of the Schedule, put and agreed to. · 

HEAD 708.- ELECTRICITY DEVELOPM,ENT 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Chairman, Sir, I 
beg to move that a new Head to be known as 

(i) 
(ii) 
(iii) 

Project 
Consultant Fees 
Urban Electrification ... 
Rural Electrification 

Amendment put and agreed to. 
> • 

Question that the sum of £440,000 for neiv 
Head 708-Electricity Development-stand 
part of the. Schedule put and agreed to. 

~ HEAD 736.-MrNISTRY oF WoRKS AND 
TRANSPORT 

Question propose¢ that the sum of £122,500 
for Head 736-fdinistry of Works and 
Transpo1·t-stand part , of the Schedule. 

Question put and agreed to. 

FIRST SCHEDULE 
' 

Question proposed that the sum of£ 19, 119,12 0 
-tot'al of the First Schedule-stand part 
of.,the Bill. 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Chairman, 
·. S~r, I beg to move that the total of the 
First Schedule be amended to , read 
." £19' 119' 730." .. 

Amendment put and agreed to. 

Question that the amended total of 
£19,119,730 for the First Schedule stand 
part of the Bill, put and agreeq to. 

SECOND SCHEDULE 

Question proposed that the sum of £14,698,720 
-total of the Second Schedule stand part of 
the Bill. 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Chairman, 
Sir, I beg to move that the total under the 
Second Schedule be amended to read 
"£1 5,677 ,580." 

Amendment p~tt and agreed to. 

1 
Question that the ' amended ·total of 

£15,677, 580 for the Second Schedule stand 
part of the Bill put and ~greed to. 

Head 70S- Electricity · Development- be in­

serted as follows: That provision of £,440,000 

be made, and that consequential amendments 

to the Estimates be made as indicated · in 
Items (i) to (iii) of the amendment paper, 

· as follows: 

Estimated 
Estimated 'Expenditure Balance to 
Total Cost 1962_63 ' Complete 

£ 

£ 
· 5,ooo·· 

585,000 
200,000 

790,000 

£ 
5,000 

285,000 
150;000 

440,000 

£ 

300,000 
50,000 

350,000 

OTHER NoN-RECURRENT ExPENDITURE 
Question proposed thcit the total sum of 

£ 1, 2 7 0, 3 7 0 under non-recurrent expenditure­
stand part of the Bill. 

Chief Odebiyi :· Mr Chairman, 
Sir~ I beg to move that a new total under 
Other Non-recurrent Expenditure be inserted 
as follows: 

"£1 ,379,430". 

Amendment put and agreed to. 

Question that the amended total of 
£1,379,430 under non-recitrrent expenditure 
stand part of the Bill, put and agFeed to . . 

PosTPONED CLAUSES 
Clause 1 agreed to. 
Clause 2. 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Chairman, Sir, · I 
beg to move that Clause 2 be amended 
to read as follows: 

''The sum of nineteen million, one 
hundred and nineteen thousand, seven 
hundred and ·thirty pounds shall be 
appropriated from the Consolidated 
Revenue Fund during the year ending 
on the 31st day of March, 1963 for the 
services set out in the First Schedule to 
this Law." 
Amendment put and agreed to. 

·Clause 2 as amended agreed to. 
Clause 3. 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Chairman, Sir, I . 
beg to move that Clause 3 be amended to 
read as follows: 

"that £17,057,010 be in:;erted in place of 
the provision under Clause 3 of the Bill." 
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Amendment put and_ agreed to. 
Clause 3 as amended agreed to: 
Preamble. 

thousapd and ten pounds for Capital :,· -~ · 
Expenditure for the ~ervices of Western ·· .. <:st , 
Nigeria for the year ending the thirty- .' : . , 
first day of March, One thousand nine .. ·r~ 1 
hundred and sixty-three." · ' 

Chief Odebiyi: Mr Chairman, Sir, I beg 
to move that the preamble be amended as 
follows: 

Amendment put and agreed to. . 
Preamble as amended agreed to. 

. "A Bill for a Law to appropriate the 
sum of nineteen million, one hundred 
~nd nineteen thousand, seven hundred 
and thirty pouz:1ds for Recurn;nt Expend­
iture and se.venteen million, fifty-seven 

(Mr Speaker resumed the Chair). 

Bill reported with amendments, read 
Third time and passed. 

(Loud applause from both sides of the house). 

COMMITTEE OF SELECTION- EEPORT 

Chief Odcbiyi: Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the following selections to · the 
various Committees· of the Ho~e be adopted:-

COMMITTEE OF SELECTION 

1. Mr Speaker 
2. The Minister of Finance and Leader of the House 
3. The Minister of Health and Social Welfare 
4. The. Minister of Agriculture and Natural Resources 
5. The Minister of Lands and Housing 
6. Chief A. Adekeye . :. 
). MrS. T. Adelegan 
8. Chief F. Oputa-Otutu 

STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE 

1. Mr Speaker 
2. The Minister of Fipance and Leader of the House 
3. The Minister of Justice and Attorney-GeneraL .. 
4. Mr J. 0. Awopeju ... 
5. MrS. T. Adelegan 
6. Mr G. I. Oviasu 

PUBLIC PETITIONS . COMMITTEE 

1. Mr Speaker ... 
2. The Minister of Justice and Attorney-General. .. 
3. ChiefS. B. Aruwajoye 

. 4. Mr J. A. Odutuga ... 
. 5. Mr M. 0. Ijie 
6. Mr 1. A. Olukoju ... 
7. Mr A. B. Bello 
8. Mr T. E. Elushade 

1. Mr Speaker 

HOUSE COMMITTEE 

2. The Minister of Finance and Leader of the House 
·3. Mr N. A. B. Kotoye ... , _ 
.4. Mr S. 0. Akerele , ... 
5. Mr F. H . Uton:{i 
6. Mr 0. Olaitan 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE 

1. Chief Adedapo Adekeye 
2. Mr J. Adeyemo 
3. Mr J. U. E. Agbaza 

Chairman 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 

Chairman 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 

Chairman 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 

Chairman 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 

Chairman 
Member 
Member 
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PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMIT'TEE- contd . . 

4. Mr M. A. Fetuga .. ·: 
5. Mr D. A. Popoola ... 
6. Mr S. Sobande 
7, Mr Y. L. Adekunle 
8. Mr S. A. Akerele ... 
9. Mr P. K. Tabiowo 

10. Mr Y I.' Amadasuri 
11: Mr R. A. Akinyemi 

. 12. Mr LA. Olukoju . .. 

Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member · 
Member 
Member 

STATUTORY CORPORATIONS COMMITTEE 

1. Mr S. Onasanya ... t•• 

2. Th~ Regional Minister in the Ministry of Education ... 
Chairman 
Member 
Member 
Member· 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 

3. The Regional Minister in the Ministry of Economic Planning 
4. Rev. I. Edeki 
5. Mr A. A. Adesanya 
6. Mr R. 0. Areola ... 

' 7. Chief F. Oputa-Otutu 
8. Mr A . Adelodun ... • .t . 
9. Mr A. E. E. Atohengbe 

Chief Osuntokun: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I beg to second. 

Question proposed. 
Questi~n, put and agreed to .. 

J.U)JOURNMENT SINE DIE 
Motion made, and Question proposed-T'hat 

the House do now adjourn sine die.-(Chief 
Odebiyi). 

Population Census 
Mr ·A. Atohengbe (Benin North-East): 

Mr Speaker, Sir, I. am particularly grateful 
to you for giving me this opportunity to add­
ress this honourable House. I like to 
speak on the forthcoming population census 
not because I am adept in that field but 
because J feel in duty bound to play my own 
part to make it r'nore successful than that of 
1952. Right from the beginning of this 
Session', it ha!> ·featured prominently in 
speeches delivered on the floor of this House; 
it was begun by His Excellency the Governor; 
then followed the Premier and his Ministers; 
and now it has cot;ne to us. 

Mr Speaker, Sir, now that we are about to 
travel to our respective homes,, it will be 

· fitting and proper for us to have a collective 
assurance that the forthcoming census suc­
ceeds so much, so well and so good. 

(Hear, hear) . . 
Mr Speaker, Sir, it has been emphasised 

that we should contribute to the · success 
by seeing to it . that our people at home 

do not scare themselves away due to mis­
understanding or misinterpretation . of the 
purpose of the census. Our peoples shoulsf' 
be properly educated on the purpose of the · . 
census, otherwise they might think it is for 
the purpose of taxation, or something like 
that. We should sec to i-t that people d9 1\0t • 
exaggerate · the figures beyond what they 
really are. 

(Hear, hear). 

Well, Mr Speaker, Sir, I do not wish to 
bore the House by emphasising ·the impor­
tance of the forthcoming census. Whilst 
wishing every Member here safe journey to 
his home, including myself, I wish the Speaker 
who is not travelling from this town the best 
of the Easter Season. 

(Hea¥, hear.) 

Mr Speaker: The Speaker · does not 
remain in Ibadan all the time: He may go to 
his own constituency. (Laughter.) 

The Minister of Economic Planning 
and Community Developme~t(Oba C. D. 
Akran): Mr Speake~ , Sir, I am very, very 
nnxio.us to go away. to my constituency to 
start work on the census. I am very grateful 
to the honourable Gentleman for reminding 
us at this time that we are about ·to dc·part 
from here, that before we reassemble again 
there will have been a census taken. I am 
particularly grateful that he has said our duty 
is going to b_e this: that we encourage our 
people to come forw;:trd in order to be 
counted and to make sure that they are not 
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left out. I agree with him. I am sure that 
we shall all regard anybody who encourages 
the inflating ·of figures by some fraudulent 
means as doing a disservice to the countrv. 
I am sure hon. Members here will not contri­
bute to that pra.ctice. All the same, I accept 
that it is our bounden du,ty to go into all the 
nooks and corners ami to the villages to tell our 
people about the census, and to go into all the 
schools in the Region and brief the children 
to help us to interpret the purpose of the 
census to their parents. We too should do 
our very best to ensure the success of this 
forthcoming population census . • I do not 
like to add much more to what the hon. 
Gentleman has said except to implore all hon. 
Members in this House to make it their 
~ou~den duty to go home, not only to stay 
m big towns, but to preach and encourage 
our ~eople to ensure that they are counted. 

Economy Measures 

· The Premi~r (Chief S. L. Akintola): 
M.r Speaker, Sir, may I start by appealing to 
this honourable House to bear patiently with 
me because I have two important stat~ment~ 
!o make and, to me, both of them are of great 
tmportance. I think that in view of the fact 
that they have stayed here very long it will 
require special effort for Members ~o bear 
with me. 

Members will recall that in January last, 
I made a public statem~nt in which I 
announced the intention of the Government of 
Western Region to introduce certain austerity 
measure~ affecting. Ministers, Parliamentary 

· S~cretanes, Ch~urmen and Executive 
D~r~ctors of Corporations as well as senior 
Civil S~~ants. As already reported by the 
hon. Mmister of Finance during his Budget 
Sp.e~ch, , the au~terity measures in respect of 
Mmisters, Parliamentary Secretaries, Chair­
men and Executive Direct~rs of Corporations 
have already been implemented with effect 
from the 1st April, 1962. 

\Vith regard to the Civil Service however 
I ha~ an ~pportunity a few we;ks ago of 
me~tmg With the representatives of the 
W~Itley Councils · in this Region. I ex­
plam<:~ to them why it was necessary for ~11 
th~ ct.ttzens of Nigeria to make .sacrifices ar · 
this time. I found, to -my amazement and 
pleasure, that I was knocking at an open door. 
~ver)_' officer present expressed complete 
Id7nt1ty of views with the Government on 
thi.s need for sacrifice. They went o~ to 

point out that they of the Civil Service of 
Western Nigeria have indeed been foremost 
in .the su.rrender. of outmoded privileges 
whtch, they realise, are out of tune with 
present times and with the general state of ..... . 
the Nigerian economy. They quoted to me · 
as an instance, their acceptance, more tha~ 
two years ago, of reductions in the level of 
privileges which were still enjoyed by their 
counterparts under the either Governments 
of Nigeria. They assured me of · their 
willingness to co-operate with my Govern­
ment in any austerity measures that might 
ultima~ely ' be decided upon, provided that '· 
they were taken into the fullest consultation 
over the determination of those measures. 

In addition to asslirances in the matter 
of consultation; I also told representatives 
·of our Whitley Councils that while rriy 
Government considers it to be' its duty to 
cut down wherever possible alL extravagant . 
spel}-ding, it was also our firm policy not to ·, ·. 
subject our trusted, , loyal and efficient ·.· 
Civil_ ~ervants to intolerabie · hardships, · 
and It IS . equally our policy to keep their 
conditions of service not too far out of line 
with those of their opposite numbers under 
other Governments. For this reason we 
have done our best to keep in touch with the. 
other Governments over this issue. 

In the light of the measures already 
announced or contemplated by the other 
Governments of Nigeria and of'the effect on 
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the cost of living ,generally of the recent fiscal 
measures announced by the Fed(':ral Govern­
ment, it has been decided that it' will not be 
practicable to abolish altogether, at this stage; 
the payment of motor car basic allowances to 
certain Civil Servants in this Region. ·. I 
have, therefore, given instructions to the 
Treasury to continue the payment of these 
allowances, but that the scope of eligibility 
for . them should be restricted on similar . 1 
lines to those operating in other Services ·. ~ :: wh 
in the Federation, particularly in the Federal · .. , m 
Service. This should,. however, be done in pri' 
a manner to ensure that officers who are . ther 
already in receipt of the allowances but will five 
no longer be eligible under the revised 
rules should retain personal rights to th'e , ., 
allqwances now payable up !o the end of five 1:". 
years since they took the loan to buy the' J. .~ . 
motor .car or the end of the life of the car ·· ,1 . Cl 
whichever is earlier. . · :. :' J .. :. , Jo~n 

.• <~· ,- ·&1 N1ge 
In the case of house rent, aS" hon. Members 

1 
· Inve~ 

must be aware from Press Reports,- I have ha,s ! 
set up a Rent Commission to review and have I 
adyise Government on the rents 'to be paid, the tr 
and it is proposed to await the report of that tunity 
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Commission and what the other Governments 

• of the Federation propose to do on the 
question of economic reht before a decision 
in taken on the matter. 

Honourable Members may ·want to know 
how far the privileges enjoyed by Civil 
Servants in this Region compare with those 
enjoyed by· their counterparts in the other 
Services in the Federation in consequence of 
the- 'austerity" measures recently announced 
by the other Governments. I would there­
'for~ mention the following four items which 
I am sure will be of interest to member::;., 

(i) Reduction in the length. of leave (with 
effect from 1st January, 1960). · 

Introduced by other Governments as 
follows: 

North ... 
East 
Federal 

1-1-62 
9-2-62 
1-4-62 

(ii) Abolition of leave transport privileges 
and its replacement by a flat rate leave bonus, 
(With effect from 1st January, 1960). 

The other Governments modified leave 
transport privileges with effect from the 
date indicated in paragraph (i} above 

. (iii). Abolition of local le_ave for indigen<;ms 
officers , (With effect from 1st January, 1960) 
and for Overseas Officers (with effect from 
1st March, 1961). 

Other Governments introduced similar 
measures with effect from the dates 
indicated in paragraph (i) above. 
(iv) Withdrawal of privilege of overseas 

leave at Government's expense once every 
five years for each indigenous Senior Officer 
and his wife, and the substitution therefore 
of arrangement for oversea~ leave once . only 
in each officer's career. 

. Except for the Feder a 1 Government 
which has abolished the privilege, officers 
in the other Services still retain this 
privilege of United Kingdom 1 eave for 
themselves · and the i r wives once every 
five years at Government's expense. 

Loan Assistance to the National 
Investment and Properties 

Company Limited 

Chief Akintola: Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
loan assistance offered by the Western 
Nigeria Marketing Board to ~he National 
Investment and Properties Company Limited, 
has given rise · to some criticisms. There 
have been a number of wild speculations about 
the transactions. I wish to seize this oppor­
tunity to remind Members of the considera-

tions that led to the granting of this loan and 
the purpose for which it was given. 

For many decades before the attainment of 
Independence, foreign firms and expatriate 
entrepreneurs so firmly established themselves 
in different parts of · Nigeria that . they left 
the indigenous people of the country ·in 
no doubt that they were not only political 
serfs but also economic slaves. The activities 
of the expatriate firms covered · practic'ally 
every phase of the economic life of Nigeria. 
The Asiatic firms in particular, which started 
with petty _.trading, later on e~tended their 
aci:"ivities to real property. In places like 
Lagos, Ibadan, Kano and Porf Harcourt, to · 
name only a few, practically all the buildings ­
in commercial areas were owned by expatriates 
who became landlords not only to foreigners 
like themselves but to many _indigenous 
businessmen as well. · 

As land appreciated in value, these expa­
triate firms and individuals invested more 
and more .mon'ey in it. Their incursion into · 
the field of housing and real,property consti­
tuted a menace. To solve the problems 
created as a result o£ this policy, the Govern­
ment of Western Nigeria, which came into 
power ten years ago, adopted so.me positive 
measures with a view to helping indigenous 
Nigerians to participate more fully in the · 
economic development of this , Region. 
Indigenous Banks were assisted ·· by the 
Government so that they might lib~r~Hise '· 
credit facilities and thereby be strong enotigh · 
to extend to Nigerians financial assistance · 
denied to them by some expatriate banks. 
This new policy was to assist Nigerians in 
order that they might be able to compete 
much more effectively with the- expatriates . 
This experiment achieved the result intended. 
One of the ways of measuring its success was 
the number and value of new buildings in the 
commercial areas of Lagos, Ibadan and Ikeja 
now belonging to Nigerians. Indigenous 
Nigerians were able to invest in new buildings 
which previously were virtually the exclusive 
preserves of expatriate firm:> , because the 
indigenous banks were able to assist them. 
The indigenous banks, on the other hand, 
as I said earlier, would not have been able 
to help but for the generous assistance they 
received from the Government of Western 
Nigeria. 

The second m ethod by which the menace 
was combat~d was the establishment of the 
Housing Corporation. It was als9 to assist 
in providing a solution to the same problem 
in respect of which the applic;:ttion made to 

·the Government about three or four years 
ago by the National Investment and Proper- : 

' . 
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ties Company Limited-an indigenous firm­
for substantial loan assistance was favourably 
considered. (Applause). 

The aim of the Company was principally 
·to prevent the complete dominance of expa­
triate firms ahd foreign individuals in the 
field of real property. The Company felt 
that it it could enter ihto the development 
field with Governm~nt's support, it would be 

. able to make sufficient ' impact upon it and 
thereby influence the trends. With the co­
operation of the Government, the Company 
would make a substantial contribution to the 
economic prosperity of Nigeria and stimulate 
other indigenous private investors to · erect 
good and well-designed buildings. The 
Company also has as its object- ive the provision 
of 'adequate accommodation for undertal~ings 
which, without them, . .might not come to the 
com~try. · It was out also to prevent unwhole­
some speculations from being rampant in com­
mercial circles and to eliminate unnecessary 

·exploitation of tenants through the imposition 
of exorbitant rents. Whv should all the best 
buildings in Ibadan be o~ned exclusively by 
Lebanese, Syrians, or the British for that 
matter? Why should all buildings of great com­
mercial value in Lagos belong to foreigners? It 
was felt that Nigerians, in order to maintain 
the honour and the prestige of their country, 
should dominate the field of r~al property. 
The aims and objects of ·the Company are, 
in these respects, identical with those of the 
Government. · · 

The Government of Western Nigeria, 
through its agent, the Western Region 
Marketing Board, assisted the National 
Investment and Properties Company, Limi­
ted, in order that they may prevent the 
Commercial areas in Western Nigeria from 
falling into the exclusive possession of expa­
triate investors. At the time the National 
Investment and Properties Company, Limi­
ted, submitted their application the Western 
Region Marketing Board, as the agent of the 
Government of Western Nigeria, in keeping 
with the policy approved by the Federation 
as a whole, waS' advised to change its policy 
:reg~rdl.ng its securities. Previously, Govern­
ment surplus fuhds were invested in British 
Gilt-edged Securities. It was to be expected 
that, while the country's funds were controlled 

. by Britain, they would be invested in Britain 
and in British Gilt-edged Securities. As 
the need for development in Nigeria increased, 
it was necessary to divert Nigerian funds 
back to the country. That explains why the 
Western Region Marketing Board, as the 
agent of the Government of Western Nigeria, 

considered it wise to divert part of its resour-
ces to the development of the Region. 

A -substantial sum of money was, therefore, ~ ­
invested in the National Investment . 'and·.· .. 
Prop~rties Company Limited. The various· · 
loan advances made were . in respect of . 
specific individual projects which were''­
carefully checked, scrutinised and expertl)l'; 
assessed. The loans were fully secure·d 
The rate of interest was higher than cou,ld 
obtained anywhere abroad. It was · in 
above the Bank of England rate. All the 
assets of the National Investment qnd ·. 
Properties Company Limited were mort- ­
gaged to the Western Region Marketing 
Board. Further, the loans were free from. 
the plague of endless fluctuations affecting · 
investments made abroad. 

It is a matter for regret that, in spite of the . , 
soundness of the policy · pursued by the·· r 
Government, the profitability of the invest­
ment made by the Western Region Marketing 
Board, as the agent of the Government of · 
·western -Nigeria and the national interest . 
which the Government was protecting, the . 
financial relation between the Western Region 
Marketing Board and the National Investment .' 
and Properties Company Limited has always · 
been the subject of bitter criticisms. 

The criticism was based on two grounds. 
It was alleged that th~ loan made to the 
National Investment and Properties Company , 
Limited would result in creating a small : 
privileged class of millionaires. In other 
·words, the Marketing Board, as the agent of 
the Government of Western Nigeria, has 
been indirectly accused. of pursuing a policy 
which is not socialistic. The scheme presen­
ted to the Marketing Board by the National 
Investment and Properties Company Limi-·· 
ted, for its success, calls for expert knowledge · 
and mature. experience. It is only men with 
the required technic:;al know-how and ade- · 
quate business experience that · can -·execute . 
it successfully. Further,· the class of men 
that can undertake this kind · of business 
must have a stake .in it themselves. That is, 
they .. must possess sorne financial interest in 
the business themselves. The class of 
people so qualified is very l?mall anywhere 
in the world, and more particularly so in 
Western Nigeria. · 

The project 'under review was conceived, 
designed and initially financed by its pro­
moters-,the Directors of the National Invest- · 
ment and Properties Company Limited. 
Contrary to the allegation of the critics, 
these Directors were not the creation of the 
Government or of the Marketing Board. 
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· lt is, therefore, unfair to accuse the Govern­
n1ent of breeding a small privileged class of 
wealthy Nigerians. All the Government, 
through the Marketing Board, has done was 
to support the scheme of · the National 
lnvestment and Properties Company Limited 
which, in the opinion of the Government; 
will lead to the realisation of its own objective, 
that is, to reduce the burden of the economic 
domination .of the country by aliens. It may , 
also be mentioned that the benefit accruing 
from a critical prosecution of the Govem­
mC:mt's policy and a nationalist ' scheme, 
of which the National Investment and Proper­
ties Company Limited project is. a classi:cal 
example, will not and cannot go exclusively 
to what the critics described as a small class 
of millionaires. It will directly and indirectly 

·reach all .dasses of people. I am proud to 
say, Mr Speaker, . that · this scheme has 
provided opportunities of employment for 
thousands of Nigerians. 

The Government is. in the second· place, 
accused of a breach of trust in that, according 
to a critic of the Government, "the principal 
purpose of creating 1\!Iarketing Board reserve 
is the subsidisation of. prices for any period 
of time when the price for the produce 
marketed becomes adverse to the producer, 
therefore, security or no security, interest 
or no interest, it 'is reprehensible to utilise 
such reserves for any other purpose excepting 
that for which it is created". This charge is 

. baseless as it is founded upon a mis.tmder­
standing of the principal purpose of the 
existence of the reserves of the Marketing 
Board. 

The Government is, in the tliird place, 
accused of sinking a substantial portion of 
public funds into a venture in which it did 
not participate: It is interesting to · note 
that the principal objective of the venture 
has never been questioned. Critics of this 
scheme have not at any time doubted the 
desirability of combatting the domination 
by aliens of the economic life of the country. 
The main criticism in this respect is that 
the Government should at least be an active 
partner if not sole proprietor. This Govern­
ment has given duo · consideration to this 
criticism and has examined all its implica­
tions. In pursuance of the policy of , this 
Government, and in · order ·to . attain its 
objectives without either . incuring public 
odium or necessarily inviting public criticisms, 
we have reconsidered the relation between the 
Western Region Marketing Board, as the 
agent of Government, and the National 
Investment and Properties Company Limited. 
The experienc'e gained by the Government 
since the initiation of its Housing Corpora- · 
tion makes this reconsideration · desirable .. 

We have therefore suggested to •the 
Directors of the National Investment and 
Properties Company Limited two alternative 

·solutions for their consideration. These 
are-

The Constitutional Conference which 
was responsible for the ·distribution. of th~ 
assets of the former Central Marketing " 
Board decided ·· that the reserves of the 

(1) that sufficient amount of money may 
be raised from private sources by the 
National Investment and Properties Com­
pany Limited · to repay .forthwith the loan 
made to them by the Government of 
Western Nigeria provided that such private 
loans to be raised by the National Invest­
ment ·arid Properties Company Limited 
would not come from e~patriate sources 
which would insist on the assets of the 
Company being transferred to them and 
thereby defeat ·the ·principal objective of 
the Government which is to keep these . 
ass!'!tS in the hands of Nigerians, or · 

. Marketing ~oard should be used by the . 
Regional Government in the interest of the . 

· public and for the benefit of the whole 
community. In pursuance of this decision, 
various Governments in the Federation have 
utilised the reserves ·of Marketing Boards in 
building roads, in providing hospitals, dis- • 
pensaries and maternity centres, primary 
education, in installing water supply and 
such like. In the Eastern Region, for example, 
the Eastern ~igeria Marketing Board pro­
vided the capital for the · establishment of, 
the University of Nigeria at Nsukka. I offer 
no apology for accepting a substantial grant 
from' the· Western Region Marketing Board 
for the establishment of the University of Ife. 
The employment of the reserves for these 
projects is certainly not a deviation from the 

· '' purpose of the accumulation. 

(2) the whole or part of such buildings 
and assets of the Nationa:l Investment 
and Properties Company · Limited to the 
value of all or of a substantial part of the 
amount of loan granted be tral"l:sferred to 
the Government through its agent, the 
Western Region Marketing Board, forth­
with, and, thereby; altogether or sub­
stantially free the National Investment and 
Properties Company Limited from further 
liabilities. The market prices of the 
buildings to be transferred will, in that 
case, be determined hy independent and 
reputable valuers. The valuation should 
be Ol} the basis of completed projects. 

.; 
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The second alternative is the one which 
, after protracted negol.iatiot!, has been agreed 

to by both the Government of Western 
Nigeria and the National Investment and 
Pr0perties Company Limited. In other 
words, the Government will take over all 
or part of the properties of the National 
Investment and Properties Company Limited, 
or at least as much as will cover the loan 
granted to- the Company or a substantial 
part of it. ' -

. Meanwhile, I feel nothing should be said 
which may prejudice the negotiation which 
is . now proceeding. _I promise that, in due 
c<;m.rse, I shall report back to the House, 
g1vmg all the details which hon. Members 
may require . 

Mr Speaker: Order, Order. Before· .. ~ 
putting the question, I should like to remind · · .-.­
hon:· Members of the following Standing . 
Orders which should be strictly adhered to 
"f ' 1 necessary, at our next sitting. Standing 
order No. 27 which is ~ 'Rules of Debate''· · 
secondly, Standing OrdP-r No. 29: "Behaviou; 
of Members not speaking"; and thirdly, 
SHmding Order No. 37: "Order in the House 
or Committee". I commend these to hon. 
Members. 

Questio~z put and agreed to.; 

The House accordingly adjourned sine die at ·. 
4A6 _p.m. pursuant tq the resolution of the . 
House this day. 

• 
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WESTERN HOUSE OF Speaker, Sir, I beg to move ..... ....... (Inter-
ASSEMBLY ruptions). 

.:FRIDAY, 25TH MAY, 1962 

The House met at 9. 05 a.m. ' 

PRAYERS 
(Mr Speaker in the Chair) 

BUSINESS MOTION. 
Suspension of Standing Order 4 (3) 

The Minister of Finance and r:eader of 
: the House (Chief J. A. 0. Odebiyi): Mr 

A grave disorder having arisen, Mr Speaker 
suspended sit#ng in accordance with Standing 
Orders. · 

Sitting suspended at 9.15 a.m. 
Sitting resumed at 11.40 a.m. 

Again another grave disorder having arisen., 
Mr Speaker adjourned the House · without 
question put (pursuant to Standing Order 37 (8))~ . 

House accordingly adjourned sme die . at 
12.00noon. . , 

•· · ·y: 
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OGUNDIRAN, MR D.: 

Appropriation Bill: 
Com. Head 331 ... 852-3 
Enquiry into lbadan Councils ,... 218-20 
Liquor Licensing (Am) Bill, 2R 246-7, 248-9 

OGUNMUYIWA, MR J. A.: 
Appropriation Bill, ,2R ... 483-5 

OKE, MR E. 0.: 
• Appropriation Bill, 2R - .... 485-7 
OKUMAGBA, MR D. E.: 

Appropriation Bill, 2R 574-8 
Com. Head 327 . 795-7 
Com. Head 333 · 863-4 
Com: Head 335 869-70 
Com. Head 337 874-7 
Com. Head 341 ... 781 
Com. Head 345 . . . · 784-5, 786 · 
Com. Head 34 7 77 4-5 
Com. Head 705 . . . 793 
Com. Head 725 828-31 
Chiefs (Am) Bill, 2R . 899-90 
Communal Land Rights (Vesting m . 

Trustees) (Am) Bill, 2R - ... 309-11 
Government Lotteries (Am) Bill, 2R 306-7 
House of Chiefs Bill, 2R 581 -3 
Pool Betting (Control and Taxation) 

Bill, 2R .. . 384-5 
Provinces and Divisions (Establishment 

and Variation) Bill, Com .. 47 
OKWESA, MR P. V.: 

Appropriation Bill, 2R ... 
Congratulations toHon. Premier 
House of Chiefs Bill, 2R ... 
Income Tax (Am) Bill: 

535-42 
. 512-3 

589-90 

Com. First Schedule ... 650-1 
Local Government (Am) Bill, 2R . . . 119 
Speech from the Throne: Motion for an 

Address ... .'.. ... ... .. 168- 75 

OLAITAN, MR 0.: 
Adaptation Bill, 2R . ... 243 
Cu!'ltOn1m·v r.nn.-tl!: (/!..n,\ n;11 'H> 1 .., ..., ..., 
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Liquor Licensing (Am) Bill, 2R 247-8 
Parliamentary Electoral Regulations (Am) 

Bill, 2R ... . . . . .. . . . ... 80 

OLAMl GOKE, MR C. 0 .: 

Speech from the Throne: Motion for an 
Address 360-3 

University of Ife (Provisional Council) 
(Am) Bill, 2R . . . . . . . . . . . 67-8, 7 5 

· Appropriation Bill, 2R .. : 487-90 OP ALEYE, ALHADJI Z. A.: 
Com. Head 328 . . . 806 
Com. Head 329 ... 814-6 
Spet:!ch from the Throne: Motion for an 

Address .. . 277-80 
OLANIYAN, MR B.: 

Appropriation Bill, 2R 

OLOWOFOYEKU, MR B: 
Adaptation Bill, 2R 
Parliamentary Electoral Regulations 

(Am) Bill, 2R ... 
Provinces and Divisions (Establishment . 

and Variation) Bi,ll, 2R 
OLUKOJU, MR I. A.: 

Speech from the Throne: Motion for an 

543-5 

240-2 

78-9 

41-2 

Address... 166-8 

OLUMOFIN, MR D. K.: 
Appropriation Bill: 

Com. Head.321 757-8 
Chiefs (Am) Bill, 2R 890 
Congratulations to Bon. Premier 516-8 
Redescription of Regional Constituencies 43 8 
Speech from the Throne: Motion for an 

Address.... 140-1 
OLUSA, MR R. A.: 

Redescription of Regional.Constituencies 440-1 
Schools Vacation (Q 11/53) 301-2 
Western Nigeria Development Plan, 

1962-68 . . . 339-42 

OMITOWOJU, DR J. 0.: 
Chiefs (Am) Bill, 2R ... 886-7, 895-7 
Council of Obas and Chiefs (Am) Bill, 2R 897, 

902-3 
House of Chiefs Bill, 2R... 579-81, 590-3 
Speech from the Throne: Motion for an 

Address... 359-60 

OMOKOWAJO, MR J. 0. ].: 
Appropriation Bill, 2R 559-65 
Com. Head 328 804-6 
Com. Head 329 811-4 , 
Com. Head 340 910-2 
Com. Head·343 771 -2 
Com. Head 345 789-90 
Com. Head 705 793-4 
Confidence in the Regional Government 187-8 

·Congratulations to Hon. Premier ... 510-2 
Pool B~tting (Control and Taxation, 

Bill, 2R .. . 
Produce Inspection Bill, 2R 

···· ' 386 
24 

Speech. from the Throne: Motion for an ' 
Address... 150-5 

Supplementary Appropriation (1961-62) 
Bill, 2R . :. 394-6 

Western Nigeria Development Plan, 
1962-68 . . . 342-4 

ONABA.L'\iffiO, DR s. D.: 
Appropriation Bill: 

Com. Head 329 
Produce Inspection Bill, 2R 

823-8 
... 32-3 

Appropriation Bill, 2R . . . 
Com. Head 329 ... 
Customary Courts (Am) Bill, 2R 
Dried Meat (Q 11/31) 
Veterinary Control Posts (Q 11/30) 

OPUTA-OTUTU, CHIEF F.: 

.· " 

529-3 5 
820 

' ~33 ~4 
' 301 

.... 301 

Appropriation Bill, 2R ... -. 458-62 
Com. Head 321 756-7 
Com. Head 34 7 . . . 77 4 
Establishment of a Fourth Region 727-3 1 
Local Government (Am) Bill, 2R . . . · 117 
Redescription of Regional Constituencies 437-8 

OROWOLE, MR D. 0.: 
Appropriation Bill, 2R . . . 528-9 
Speech from the Throne: Motion for an 

Address . . . · ... 267-8 

OSAGIE,, MR ~· E. 0 ! :· 
Appropriation Bill; 2R ... · 490-1 
Council of Obas and Chiefs (Am) Bill, 2R 900-1 

OSITELU. MR I. A.: 
Western Nigeria Development Plan, 

1962-68 ... 317-8 
OSUHOR, MR F. 0.: 
·· Provinces and Divisions (Establishment 

and Variation) Bill; Com. · ... · 
Speech from the Throne: Motion. for an' 

49 

Address . . . 264-7 
OSUNTOKUN, CHIEF J. 0.: 

Appropriation Bill, 2R . . . 656-66 
Com. Head 321 763 -7 
Coni.. Head 330 835-41 

Speech from the Throne: Motion for an· 
Address . . . 3 54-9 

'oTOBO, MR J. E.: ' 
Appropriation Bill: · 
, Com. Head 333 
Chiefs (Am) Bill, 2R 
Establishment of a Fourth Region . 
Produce Sales Tax (Am) Bill: 
Com. Clause 3 

OVIASU, MR G. I.: 
Appropriation Bill: 

Com. Head 321 
Com. Head 330 
Com. Head 331 
Com: Head 332 
Com. Head 333 
Com. Head 334 
Com. Head 339 
Com. Head 345 

Business Motion ... 
Establishment of a Fourth Region 
Income Tax (Am) Bill, 2R · ' 

Com. Clause 13 
Produce Inspectiqn Bill, 2R 

OWONIKOKO, MR K. 0.: 
Apprqpriation Bill: 

Com. Head 331 

864-5 
894-5 

703 -14 

... 602-4 

-758-60 
. 831-2 
... ·852 

856-7 
... 862 

865 -6 
. 881-2 
785-6 

.. . 682 ' 
721-:7 
637 -9 
646 -7 
23:-4 

843-7 
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0-contd. Colitmn 

Com. Head 337 . . . 873 
Com. Head 346 879-81 

OYE, MR J. 0. . 
Appropriation Bill, 2R 621-6 
School Meals (Q 11/54) · ... 302-3 
Speech from the Throne: Motion for an 

Add_ress . . . · .. ; ' .. . .. . . . . 64-5 

OYEWOLE, · ·MR S. A. 
Appropriation Bill, 2R 468-70 

· · Com. Head 324 . . . 778 
Com. Head -327 797-8 
Com. Head 330 834-5 
Com. Head 331 851-2 
Com. Head 340 905-6 
Local Government (Am) Bill, 2R 117-8 
Redescription of Regional Constituencies 439 

p 

PARLIAMENTARY ELECTORAL 
REGULATIONS (Am) BILL: 
Presented and 1R ... 
2R, Com ... . 
·3R . .' ... . 

18 
76-82 

... 82-3 

PERSONAL STATEMENT: 
Amadasun, Mr V. I. 

· Odebiyi, Chief J. A. 0 .... 
177-8 
178-9 

POOL BETTING· (CONTROL AND 

' 

TAXATION) BILL: 
Presented and 1R 
2R 

. Com. 3R ... 

.. ·. 

.. '. -

17 
377-87 

387-8 

POPOOLA~ MR D. A.: · · 
Appropriation Bill, 2R . ~. 54 7-50 
Speech from the Throne: Motion for an 

Address ... 157-8 
PRIVATE MEMBERS' MOTIONS: 

Confidence in the Regional Government 179-93 
Congratulations to Hon. Premier 193-6, 

Enquiry into Ibadan Coyncils 

PRODUCE INSPECTION BILL: 
Presented and 1 R 
2R, Com., 3R 

PRODUCE SALES TAX (Am) BILL: 
Presented and 1 R 

' j 

2R 
Com. 
3R 

... . . .... 

509;-24 
196-,220 

19 
. 22-36 

... ·. 579 
596-600 

601-11 
611 

PROVINCES AND DIVISIONS (ESTAB­
LISHMENT AND VARIATION) BILL: 
Presented and 1 R 
2R 
Com., 3R ... 

PUBLIC BILLS: 

18 
36-46 
46-50 

Adaptation Bill ... 18-9, 239-46 
Appropriation (1962-63) Bill ... 17, 221-920 
Chiefs (Am) Bill .. . 18, ,886-97 
Communal · Land Rights (Vesting in 

Trustees) {Am) Bill 18, 308-16 
Council of Obas and Chiefs Bill ... 18, 897-903 
Crown Lands (Am) Bill ... , 17, 237-9 
Customary Courts (Am) Bill '18, 121-39 
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Government Lotteries (Am) Bill 17, 305-8 
House of Chiefs Bill 18, 579-93 
Income Tax (Am) Bill ... 17, 446-655 
Interpretation (Am) Bill... ... 1·9, 593-6 · 
Liquor Licensing (Am) BilL 19, 246-9 
Local Governme'nt (Am) Bill 18, 114-21 ; 
Parliamentary ·Electoral ' Regulations 

(Am) Bill 18, 76-83 
Pool Betting (Control al)d Taxation) 

Bill ... 17,3,77-88 
Produce Inspection Bill ... 19; 22-36 ' 
Produce Sal,es Tax (Am) Bill · 5 79-611 c 

Provinces and Divisions (Establishment 
and Variation) Bill 18, 36-50 

Stamp Duties (Am) Bill ... 1.7, 451 
Supplementary Appropriation (1961-62) 

Bill ... 17, 249-405 
University of Ife (Provisional Council) 

(Am) Bill 19, 67-76 
Western Region Housing ' Corporation 

(Am) Bill. 17, 50-6 

Q 

QUESTIPNS: . 
Asses&ment Committees (Q 11/40) 303 
Construction of Roads (Q 11/47) 300 

. Dried Meat (Q 11/31) 301 
Effon Water Scheme (Q 11/46) 300 
Extension of Oye Water Scheme (Q 11/43) 299 

. Industrialisation (Q 11/63) 304-5 
Industries (Q 11/56) 3"03-4 
School Meals (Q 11/54) .. . 302-3 
Schools Vacation (Q 11/53) 301-2 
Tarring of Igboho-Igbetti Road (Q 

11/58) ... 300 
Tarring of Roads (Q 11/48) 300 
Veterinary Control Posts (Q 11/30) 301 
Water Scheme for Ire-Ekiti (Q 11/44) ... . 299 

· Water Supply for Aiyed·e. (Q 11/42) 299 
Water Supply for Oyo Towns (Q 11/61) 300-1 

R 

REDESCRIPTION OF REGIONAL 
CONSTITUENCIES (M.) 420-45 

RENAMING OF REGIONAL CONSTI-
TUENCIES (M.) . :. · 445-6 · 

RERRI, MR A. T.: 
Appropriation Bill: 

Com. Head 332 ... 858 
Com. Head 724 809-10 · 

Chiefs (Am) Bill, 2R 892-3 
Communal Land Rights (Vesting m 

Trustees (Am) Bill, 2R 312-3 
Confidence in the Regional Government 186-7 
Council of Obas and Chiefs (Am) Bill, 

2R 898-9 
Crown Lands (Am) Bill, 2R 237-8 
House of Chiefs Bill, 2R 583-6 

· Income Tax (Am) Bill: , 
Com. Clause 13 ., 644-5 
Com. First Schedule . . . 648-50 

Interpretation (Am) Bill, 2R 595-6 
Pool Betting (Control and Taxation) Bill, 

Com. . .. 1R8 · 

. ' 



Produce Sales Tax (Am) Bill; Com. , 
Clause 3. .. ... ... 601 , 604-5 

Speech from the Throne: Motion for an 
Address ... .. . 287-92 

' Western Region Housing · Corporation 
(Am) Bill, 2R .. . .. . 51 

RIEMU, :MR J. A.: 
Appropriation Bill, 2R 550-6 
Com. Head 321 767-9 
Com. Head 329 ... 821 -3 
Com. Head 343 772-4 
Com. Head 345 787-9 
Council of Obas and Chiefs (Am) Bill, 

2R ... ... ... ... 899-900 
Income Tax (Am) Bill, 2R 627-9 
Western Nigeria Development Plan, 

1962-68 .. . 332-3 

· s 
:;oGBEIN, CHIEF: S. 0.: 
,.Appropriation Bill, 2R 677-8 

.: .. Speech from the Throne: Motion for an 
Address... 364-8 

:;J;>EAKER'S OR DEPUTY SPEAKER'S 
RULINGS: 
Adjournment or suspension of Sitting as 

a result of grave disorder· . . . 934 
Decotum~"Dansiki" with no "Agbada" 

on top not complete dress .. . 547 
Detailed items of the Estimates not to be 

debated on Second Reading of Appro-
priation Bill 412, 522, 555 

·"Kabiyesi" acceptable in debates.. . 339 
Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries 

to be referred to by their Portfolios .. . 552 
;PEECH FROM THE THRONE... 1-9 

Motion for an Address 9-17, 56-66, 83-98, 
" 140-75, 252-98, 344-76 

;TAMP DUTIES (Am) BILL: 
Presented and 1R 17 
2R, Com., 3R . .. 451 

STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE 
REPORT (M) 21 -2 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
(1961-62) BILL: 

APPROPRIATION 

Presented and 1 R 
2R 
Com. 
3R 

~ ... 
17 

249-52, 390-400 
400-5 

. .. 405 

T 
TIF ASE, CHIEF J. L.: . 

Speech from the Throne:. Motion for an 
Address . . . 84-5 

Western Nigeria Development Plan, 
1962-68 . . . 328-9 

u 
UNIVERSITY OF IFE (PROVISIONAL 

COUNCIL) (Am) BILL: 
Presented and 1 R 19 
2R, Com., 3R -, ... 67-76 

' . 
UTOMI, MR F. H.: 

· Provinces and Divisions (Establishment 
and Variation) Bill, 2R · 42-4 

- Speech from the Throne: Motion for an 
Address 255-61 

v 
VACANCIES 99 

w 
_WESTERN NIGERIA DEVELOPMENT ' 

PLAN, 1962-68 (M.) 100-14, 3} 7-44, 389-90 
WESTERN REGION HOUSING CORPO­

RATION (Am) BILL: 
Presented and 1 R 17 
2R, Com., 3R 50-6 

WILLIAMS, MR C . . A.: 
Appropriation Bill, 2R 415-8 

; ' , · r 

-


